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S tu d d e d  Tire

Estimate o( the Pavement Damage of A Set of 4 Studded Tires

W eigh! o l Lost D istance US Tons lost Cost p er T on Allied C o s ts *’ : Cosl per 1 ,000 C osl lor Lile
Asphall C oncrete* traveled per 1,000 M iles Asphall C o n cre te A ssum e 5 0 % Miles ol Stud ol Sel ol S ludded

(m etric tons) (k ilom eters) (U S  Ions) o! AC Cost 1 ire U se 1 ires (4 )“ ’
50 1 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 0 09 $ 3 5 .0 0 $ 1 7 .5 0 $4 6 0 $ 1 0 5

100 t . 0 0 0 ,0 0 0 0 .10 $ 3 5 .0 0 $ 1 7 .5 0 $ 9  3 1 $ 3 7 3

* F ro m  a pap er p resented  at the X lV lh  W orld H oad Congress. P rague, C hechoslovakia, 1 0 7 1, based on research in S w eden . 
“  A llied costs include eng ineering , m obilization and dem obilization, and  preparation.
“  A set ol tires is assum ed  to h ave a 4 0 ,0 0 0  mile lile.

P repared  by E ngineering and  O perations Standards Division. A laska D O T & P F , April. 1901



Studs have worn through the top pavement layer I2 m±) along 
lines spaced equally with car wheels.

Pavement (2'±) on bridge has jeen stud worn to concrete.
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Washington lawmakers seek 
a $25-per-tire fee on studsBy JO S E P H  TURNERMcGatcny Ne^s ServiceT A C O M A , Wash. -  State  ̂ law m akers have tried to out­law  road-dam aging studded tires for most o f the past 20 yearsv and;they cam e close a few yearsrago...B u r  on the day the ban came ■ up for a vote ^ih • the state House, fate intei*vened.. It snowed. ' .7And as supporters!of the ban drove down the. freew ay from Seattle  t o . thd state capital in O ly m p ia -— -slip ­ping and sliding along the w ay — they started changing their minds."T h e gods were trying to te ll us s o m e th in g ,"  said  George W alk, who sponsored the b ill as chairm an o f the House Transportation Com ­m ittee in the late 1980s. " It  was going to be a close v>te anyw ay. So when it starttd  snow ing outside, we were ready to give u p .’''' * .W alk let the b ill die w ith­out a vote.This year law m akers are takin g a different tack . In­stead o f trying to ban stud­ded tires, they w ant to im ­pose a tax  o f $25 per tire.S e n a te  T r a n s p o r ta tio n  C o m m itte e  m em b ers ap ­proved the special stud tax in  S e n a te  B i l l  5151 la s t week; the fu ll Senate is ex­pected to vote on the b ill this w eek."W e m ight not have to raise the gas tax  so much if  w e’d do so m eth in g  about studd ed t ir e s ,"  sa id  R ep . Sh irley  W insley, R -Fircrest, this year’s b ill sponsor. " I f  people are going to insist on u sing ' studd ed t ir e s , they should be w illin g  to pay a sm all fe e ."S m a ll fee?" O b . jeez."  said Richard N ordness, d ire cto r  o f the W ashington S tate  T ire D eal­ers A s s o c ia tio n . " P e o p le  can ’t afford  to put that much money into I ^ i i m b b w

N o r t h w e s t“ A  good snow tire costs 550 to 560. M ost dealers charge S9 or $10. plus labor, to put the studs on. With a 525 tax . . .  yo u ’re talking pretty close to 5100." I t ’s insane,- re a lly ,"  he said. “ Putting such a high ta riff on them has the same effect as a b a n ."T hat’s the point, said Sen. Larry V o gn ild . chairm an of the Senate  T ra n sp o rta tio n  Com m ittee.H igh w ay  o ff ic ia ls  e sti­m ate studded tires cause about 525 m illion damage a year to the highw ay system. The studs gouge into asphalt and con crete  ro a d w a y s . Pavement supposed to last 14 years gets chew ed up years earlier.H istorically , the studded tire debate has pitted West­ern Washington law m akers against their Eastern Wash­ington counterparts. I t ’s a question o f d iffe r in g  c li­mates.In the slushy snows west of the Cascades, a studded tire is no help. A n d  on wet

or dry p a v tiu ta i., stuus can, r a d ica lly  reduce tractior said Ron M aulsby, pubi. affairs m anager for Gooa- year Tire and Rubber Co. in A kron . O hio ."The only tim e we recom­mend a studded tire is where you’re in part of the country where ice is covering the road for days or for months at a tim e ,”  M aulsby said. "M etal studded tires w ill p rovide 40 p ercent better traction on com pact snow and ice ."N o rd n ess d isp u tes  the amount of dam age caused by stu d d ed  t ir e s , e sp e c ia lly  since th e y ’ve been equipped with a softer m etal stud." It  has not been proven that studded tires do that much dam age to the road." he said. "T h ose same kinds of ruts show up in Florida and other states where studs are outlaw ed.H eavy trucks get some o f the blam e for rutted high­ways.“ I f  we have to go back to the old days o f using chains, we’re going to see a lot more dam age," Nordness said.
NOTICE

The first clin ic of the Alaska 
Baseball Umpires Association is 
scheduled for Tuesday, March 
16th at 7:00 p.m. at Ptarmigan 
Elementary School, 888 Edwards 
Street. , J * . ‘ !

TRAINING BEGINS FOR 
NEW UMPIRES.

For more information call Allen Smith, 
344-0933 or 243-7757.

f WASHINGTON EFFORTS
1



EX  P EN D  I T L ' R E S / R  E V E N T  E S : (Thousands of Dollars)
F Y 9 6 F Y 9 8O P E R A T IN G F Y 97 FYOO

ERSONAL SERVICESCONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIESEQUIPMENTCR a N~!'S. CLAIMSI N9SCELLANEQU5__________I't o t a l  o p e r a t i n g

CQ2 REPF.RAL RECEIPTSICO?, GF MATCHDC-5 GF/PRC-GR AM RECEIPTS
1006 G F 'M H T IAOTHERT O T A L  F U N D IN G

Estimate of current year (FY94) impact: Q______A N A L Y S IS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)DOT&PF estimates that stud wear cf highway pavements creates annual pavement replacement cr repair costs of approximately ‘>4,000,000. While net providing additional funding to DOT&PF. the bill will allow better use of listin g  Federal Aid Highway fc ads. by reducing rut repair costs by 5095? annually once the bill is tn effect.
Prepare,1 by: Schuvter J. Stevens. P.E.C ivision: Clijg.f J j a t e_E q g jneitL.Approved by Commissioner ___P y  l' u  fiCA. CampbellA tency Dcparvnent of Transpoi tation and Public Facilities

1PF
Phone: 465-6977Date: April 8, 1994Phone: 465-3901Date: April 11.1994

PRC°AP.ER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION C O PIES TO G O V E £ N n o ;s  LEGISLATIVE OFFICE For further o fflca
Page 1 of IFISC A L NOTE(S)

1 - 9 4  h C i!. i o t a s  DOTPF vO flH ISSIO H E R FAX NO. 90753

STA TE O F A L a .kA 
199-1 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSIO N

No. _2 _BiilVersioni^sssHB^UUCL
(H )  P u b lis h  D a te :—

FISCAL NOTE
Revision Date: Department Affected: D O T& PFTitle: 3an Sale of Some Stridden fixe3 and Studs BRU:Sponsor:Requestor: Hanley Component: Com ponent Serial N um ber:

C a p it a l 0 0 0 0 _ 0 0REVENUEFIND SOURCE ! o o ; 0 0 , 3 0F U N D IN G : iThousands of Dollars')
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SENATE CS FOR CS FOR SS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 301(TRA)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

EIGHTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

B Y  T H E SEN ATE TRANSPORTATION COM M ITTEEOffered:Referred:Sponsor(s): REPRESEN TATIVES H A N LEY , Finkelstein, Navarre
A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act prohibiting the sale of certain studded tires or the sale of certain studs 

to be installed in tires; and providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 28.35.155 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(c) A person may not sell a studded tire or sell a stud for installation in a tire 

if the saie is conducted as a pan of the person’s business and the stud being sold or 

a stud used in the studded tire has a (1) weight greater than (A) 1.3 grams if the stud 

is sold for use or is used with a tire that has a tire rim diameter smaller than 17 

inches; or (B) 2.0 grams if the stud is sold for use or is used with a tire that has a tire

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT

subsection, "business" has the meaning given in AS 43.70.110. 

* Sec. 2. This Act takes effect July 1, 1996.

-1- SCS CSSSHB 301(TRA)New Text IJnderl innd [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]





WALTER J. HICKEL, GOVERNOR

D EPT. OF E N V IR O N M E N T A L  CONSERVATION
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER 
410 Willoughby Avenue, Suite 105 
Juneau, AK 99801-1795

Phone: (907) 465-5050 
Fax: (907) 465-5070

April 1, 1994

The Honorable Joe Green 
Alaska State Legislature 
Capitol, Room 114 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Representative Green,

This letter underscores the Department of Environmental Conservation’s support for a 
variety of efforts underway to expand the use of natural gas fueled vehicles in the state. 
This cheaper, cleaner fuel has great potential to clean our air, reduce spills, reduce costs 
of electric power generation outside the railbelt, and increase state revenues as much gas 
is shut in while there is a market for petroleum based fuel elsewhere.

A previous position paper published by the department objected to some of the terms in 
the original HB 330. We have no objection now to the version which cleared the House.

In Anchorage, where natural gas is available, the air quality plan for attainment speaks to 
using compressed natural gas (CNG) as a CO reduction strategy. The Clean Air Act of 
1990 requires nonattainment areas that have not reached their air pollution goals by 1995 
to implement a CNG program for fleets. Now that the State Implementation Plan revision 
for Air Quality has been approved by the Lieutenant Governor, we are taking the steps 
necessary to allow federal CMAQ (Congestion Mitigation Air Quality) funds administered 
by DOT/PF to be used to support a natural gas fueling infrastructure for these fleets.

With best regards,

Sincerely,

tJehn A. Sandor 
Commissioner

MT/re (G :\comm \green.ltr)

cc: The Honorable Bert Sharp, Chairman, Senate Transportation Committee



B i l l / R e s o l u t i o n  F l o o r  A c t i o n

C u r r e n t  S t a t u s :  (S) T R A
J r n - D a t e J r n - P a a e A c t i o n
0 1 / 0 3 / 9 4 2 0 1 3 (H) P R E F I L E  R E L E A S E D
0 1 / 1 0 / 9 4 2013 (H) R E A D  T H E  F I R S T  T I M E  - R E F E R R A L ( S )
0 1 / 1 0 / 9 4 20 1 3 (H) T R A N S P O R T A T I O N ,  F I N A N C E
0 1 / 1 2 / 9 4 2 0 4 2 (H) C O S P O N S O R (S ): S A N D E R S
0 3 / 1 6 / 9 4 2 8 2 7 (H) T R A  R P T  C S ( T R A )  N E W  T I T L E  5DP 1 NR
0 3 / 1 6 / 9 4 28 2 7 (H) DP : F O S T E R , H U D S O N , M U L D E R , M E N A R D ,  G .D A V I S
0 3 / 1 6 / 9 4 28 2 7 (H) NR: V E Z E Y
0 3 / 1 6 / 9 4 2 8 2 7 (H) - Z E R O  F I S C A L  N O T E  (DOT) 3 / 1 6 / 9 4
0 3 / 2 3 / 9 4 29 2 7 (H) F I N  R P T  C S ( T R A )  N E W  T I T L E  5 D P  6N R
0 3 / 2 3 / 9 4 2 9 2 8 (H) DP: M A C L E A N ,  L A R S O N ,  M A R T I N ,  H O F F M A N
0 3 / 2 3 / 9 4 29 2 8 (H) D P : F O S T E R
0 3 / 2 3 / 9 4 29 2 8 (H) NR: H A N LEY, P A R N E L L ,  G R U S S E N D C R F ,  B R O W N
0 3 / 2 3 / 9 4 29 2 8 (H) NR: T H E R R I A U L T ,  N A V A R R E
0 3 / 2 3 / 9 4 2 9 2 8 (H) - P R E V I O U S  Z E R O  F I S C A L  N O T E  (DOT) 3 / 1 6 / 9 4
0 3 / 2 8 / 9 4 3 0 1 7 (H) R U L E S  T O  C A L E N D A R  3 / 2 8 / 9 4
0 3 / 2 8 / 9 4 3 0 1 7 (H) R E A D  T H E  S E C O N D  T I M E
0 3 / 2 8 / 9 4 30 1 7 (H) T R A  C S  A D O P T E D  U N A N  C O N S E N T
0 3 / 2 8 / 9 4 3 0 1 8 (H) O B J E C T I O N  T O  A D V A N C E M E N T  M O T I O N
0 3 / 2 8 / 9 4 3 0 1 8 (H) A D V A N C E D  T O  T H I R D  R E A D I N G  3 / 2 9  C A L E N D A R
0 3 / 2 9 / 9 4 3 0 5 9 (H) R E A D  T H E  T H I R D  T I M E  C S H B  3 3 0 (TRA)
0 3 / 2 9 / 9 4 3 0 6 0 (H) P A S S E D  Y 3 6  N 2  A2
0 3 / 2 9 / 9 4 3 0 6 6 (H) N A V A R R E  N O T I C E  O F  R E C O N S I D E R A T I O N
0 3 / 2 9 / 9 4 3 0 6 6 (H) R E C O N  T A K E N  U P  S A M E  D A Y  U N A N  C O N S E N T
0 3 / 2 9 / 9 4 3 0 6 7 (H) P A S S E D  O N  R E C O N S I D E R A T I O N  Y 3 7  Ml A2
0 3 / 2 9 / 9 4 3 0 7 0 (H) T R A N S M I T T E D  T O  (S)
0 3 / 3 0 / 9 4 3 4 0 5 (S) R E A D  T H E  F I R S T  T I M E  - R E F E R R A L ( S )
0 3 / 3 0 / 9 4 3 4 0 5 (S) TRA, L & C

BILL HISTORY



NATURAL GAS

COMPANY ACTIVITIES

AGA REPORTS 700 CNG STATIONS IN THE 
UNITED STATES
The A m erican G as A ssociation 's  (AG A) latest es­
timates a re  that ab o u t 3 0 ,0 0 0  natural gas vehicles 
are currentJy on  th e  road in the United States. 
Between 8 .6  an d  12.5 m illion N G V s could be on 
the United S ta tes  roads b y  201 0 . Eight million 
NG Vs w ould  rep lace a b o u t 6 0 0 ,0 0 0  barrels of fo r­
eign oil p er day. It will ta k e  ab o u t 1 trillion cubic 
feet of natural gas p er y e a r to  fuel 8  to  10 million 
vehicles. T h e  Unites S ta tes  in all m arkets w as  
expected to  use a b o u t 20  trillion cub ic feet of 
natural gas in 1993.

According to  th e  AG A, m o re  than 700  natural gas 
refueling stations currently  o pera te  in the United 
S ta te s -a b o u t half o f th e m  are  accessib le  to  the  
public. O il co m p an ies  involved in public refuel­
ing stations include A m o co , Chevron, Texaco, 
Unocal, F IN A , Shell and  Phillips 66 .

Safety ap p ears  to  be an  ad d ed  ad vantage of 
NGVs. A  1992 A G A  survey of m o re  than  
8 ,0 0 0  f le e t -b a s e d  v e h ic le s  fo u n d  th a t  in 
278.3 m illion miles, N G V  in jury rates per vehicle 
mile traveled w e re  3 7  p ercen t low er than the rate 
for gasoline fleet vehicles, and  34  percen t low er 
than th e  rate fo r th e  en tire  population  of regis­
tered gasoline vehicles. N o t a  single death  o c ­
curred in 2 7 8 .3  million m iles of N G V  operation. 
The collision rate for N G V s  w a s  31 percent low er 
than the rate for gaso line  fleet vehicles, but 
30 percent h igher as co m p a re d  w ith  the national 
average fo r registered g aso line  vehicles. Y et 
despite this h igher collision rate  fo r N G V s -a lm o s t 
all of w hich  are  flee: v e h ic le s -th e  injury rates for 
N G V s w e re  lo w e r th an  th o s e  fo r g aso line  
vehicles.

AGA cites tw o reasons fo r th is  safety record: the 
structural integrity of th e  N G V  fuel system  and 
the fact that natural g as  d iss ipates into the atm os­
phere because it is lighter th an  air.

Accoss: AGA. plxyne 703 &41 0660 +*#*
IB MR

THE CLEAN FUl—73 CLEAN FUELS REPORT



INDUSTRY ANALYSES

A M O C O  C O M P A R E S  A L T E R N A T IV E  F U E L S , 
FA V O R S  C N G

F. C hapel, of A m o co  Oil C om pany, discussed a l­
ternative fuels at the International Centennial 
M anagem ent C onferen ce  and  Exposition on En­
vironm ental. H ealth  a n d  Safety Issues in Fleet 
and Vehicle M ain ten an ce  and Rafueling O p era ­
tions. T h e  conference w a s  held in Reston, Vir­
ginia in Septem ber.

According to  C hapel, C N G  Is the preferred alter­
native fuel.

Data from  a California Air R esources Board 
study, (Table 1) indicate that C N G  produces the 
lowest em ission levels in nearly every category  
versus th e  co m petito r fuels.

CNG  has a  high octan e  rating, and o ther than in 
the first seconds of accelera tion  from  a dead  
stop, its perform ance is virtually indistinguishable 
from gasoline, including m iles per gallon perfor­
m ance, says C hapel.

C N G  veh icles show  red u ced  engine w ear, co m ­
bustion deposits, and  m ain tenance ro s ts  c o m ­
pared w ith  th e  o ther fuels.

The operating  characteristics reportedly a re  also 
superior: C N G  starts w ell a t cold tem peratures: it 
causes no  vap o r lock; th e  high octan e  rating 
prevents knock; and  it drives well In either w arm  
or cold tem peratures.

C N G  is a lso  safe, accord in g  to C hapel. Its 
fu e l/a ir ignition ratio m in im izes the potential for 
exp los ion . T h e  s to ra g e  tanks a n d  re lated  
hardware are built to  extrem ely  rigorous stan­
dards. Should the C N G  b e  released into th e  air, 
it would dissipate quickly.

In addition, C N G  Is neither tox ic  nor corrosive.

Natural gas for vehicles is typically priced 20 to 
40 percent below  th e  price of gasoline at the 
retail level. C N G  also perform s well becau se  it Is 
naturally about 130 o ctan e  and it yields essen­
tially the sam e or better m iles per gallon versus 
gasoline.

NATURAL GAS

TABLE 1
EMISSIONS CHARACTERISTICS 

OF ALTERNATIVE FUELS
(G ra m s /M IIe )

O zo n e-P ro d u cin g
Exhaustive Evaporative QQ N £

Gasoline 0 .35 0 .04 1 .4 0.C6
M etfianol (M 85) 0 .25 0 .09 1.0 0 .45
Ethanol (E85) 1.02 0.05 1.8 0.61
P ropane 0.20 0 1.4 0 .27
Natural G as 0 .19 0 0.1 0.44

LNG show s sim ilar operatin g  characteristics to  
C N G . H ow ever, the -2 6 0 °F  ternpcsaiure requires 
special handling.

C hapel notes that current tec h n o lo g y  m akes it d if­
ficult fo r electric vehicles to  c o m p e te  in th e  alter­
native fuels m arket d u e  to  th e ir lim ited p ow e r and  
range. Batteries also represent a  potential haz­
ardous w aste  disposal prob lem .

C N G  In fra s tru c tu re

Fueling facilities are n eed ed  to  provide C N G  
users with fuel, but a d eq u ate  num bers  of vehicles  
are required to  justify the investm ent. A  C N G  
com pression station and  d isp en ser typ ically  cost 
$200,000 to  $30 0 ,00 0  per site.

Key custom er concerns a re  th a t the pum ps be 
similar to  gasoline dispensers; that C N G  fueling  
should app rox im ate  the speed  of a  gasoline pur­
chase; that paym ent options should In d u d e  
those co m m o n ly  a c c e p te d -c a s h , m a jo r credit 
cards, governm ent fleet c a rd s -th a t refueling be 
available at a n y  tim e; and  that th e  p roduct bo 
sold in equiva lent gallons.

THE CLEAN FUELS REPORT, FEBRUARY 1094



NATURAL GAS

FIGURE 1

OPERATING CHARACTERISTICS OF ALTERNATIVE FUEL S

Natural Gas Methanol Ethanol Propane

Cold Weather Starts o ®
Vapor Lock o 9 • ©
Anti-Knock Problem 0 O o o
Convenience of Refueling • • • €1
Cold Engine Driveability 0 • • •
Warm Engine Driveability 0 • © ©

©  = Same as ^  = Worse than O  = Better than
Gasoline Gasoline Gasoline

SOWCE: CHAPEL

com panies; retail fuels marketers; and conver- Access: The International Centennial Management Con-
Sion technology centers. According to  Chapel, a fenence, Reston, Virginia, September 1993
w o rk in g  p a rtn e rs h ip  b e tw e e n  in d u s try  and
governm ent will play a  pivotal role in the ex- * * * *
panded use of C N G .

THE CLEAN FUELS REPORT, FEBRUARY 1954



A la sk a  S ta te  L eg is la tu re

. — 7- . ,  *  .  c H / x i n .  011 .4 g a s  c o m m i t t e e£ ' •. i C t T  C H A I R .  l a  n o n  .4  C O M M I T !  * c ? i .
. z . 1 ■ C O M M I T T E E£&W “V 3 ^ T I .  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E(  TT'-f  2:  r e s o u r c e s  c o m  m i  T r e e:- i \! I N T F J 1 N A T I O N A L  T R A D E  A  T O U R I S M* L , ;  ̂ p^-r' V C O M M I T T E E

E C O N O M I C  T A S K  F O R C E
Representat ive Joe  Green

S po n so r  S t a t e m e n t

CSHB 330 (T ra )
N a tu ra l G as as a m o to r fuel in s ta te  veh ic les

Natural gas is being used as a vehicle fuel in several states and 
provinces across the continent. Yet, while supplies of natural gas are 
abundant, we in Alaska appear to be waiting for an answer to the 
question "who goes first, the public sector or the private sector"?

Private sector fleet managers have expressed in terest in utilizing 
natural gas, which offers a number of advantages. The state already 
uses natural gas in a few of its "around-town" cars. The barrier to 
more widespread use is refueling. Presently, the range of natural gas 
vehicles (N G V s) is limited, and there are few refueling stations.

HB 330 answers the question "who goes first" by allowing the public 
and private sectors to go forward together. HB 330 allows DOT to 
"participate in jo in t ventures with public or private partners" in an 
effort to solve the refueling dilema. With the developm ent o f a 
refueling infrastructure, both private and public sector fleet 
m anagers could utilize natural gas.

HB 330 is a first step in the effort to utilize natural gas as a motor 
vehicle fuel in Alaska.

A/M 1 l i  IN  S I :  i S l f  UC A M I T O L  t l L H . D l N i  j 
• U N I A U . M -A SH A  9 9 0 0 1  11 MJ? ( 9 0 7 )  .Irtb -uO D t H O  7 ) '1 0 5  - I J 1 0

IN T E R IM  A D D R E S S :
71 f i  W E S T  4TM  A V E N U E  

A N C H O R A G E . A lA S K A  99*501 
( 0 0 7 )  2 5 8 - 9 1 0 1 ]

< 9 0 7 ) 2 5 8 - 0 1  / I  TAX

D IS T R IC T  'O



A la sk a  S ta te  L eg is la tu re
W H IL E  IN  .^ E K C IO N
c a p if o l  b u il d in g

. . .N I 'A U , A L A S *  \  <1111101. I tM I’ 
10 0  71 4 * 5 4 1 ) 3 1  

i*H>7) 4 0 5 - 4 3 1 0  FA X

IN T E R IM  A D D R E S S :
7 1 0  W E S T  4 T H  A V E N U E  
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Representative Jo e  Green
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E C O N O M IC  T A SK  F O R C E

TO:

FR:

RE:

DATE:

Senator Bert Sharp, Chairman 
Senate T ransportation Com m ittee

Representative Joe Gree

H B330

March 31, 1994

This is to request a hearing on HB330 "An act relating to the use of 
natural gas as a motor fuel in state-owned vehicles and to the 
Departm ent of Transportation and Public Facilities' authority to 
participate in jo in t ventures related to natural gas", which has been 
referred to your com m ittee.

HB330 passed the Mouse on a vote of 37-1, has a zero fiscal note and 
is supported by both DEC and DOT.

1 have attached a sponsor statem ent, zero fiscal note, and sum m ary 
of House action.

Thank you for your consideration of my request.
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CSHB 330: Fuel State Auto Fleet with Natural Gas

CSHB 330 instructs the Alaska DOT to "convert or purchase vehicles to utilize natural gas 
whenever practicable" and to participate in joint ventures to "foster the availability of natural 
gas for all automotive fuel consumers." Natural gas is a cleaner burning and more 
abundant fuel than petroleum based fuels such as gasoline and diesel.

The Alaska Environmental Lobby supports CSHB 330. This legislation :

♦Fosters improved air quality for Alaskans by promoting cleaner burning 
natural gas over gasoline and diesel.

♦Promotes a more acceptable alternative to oxy-fuel additives to meet 
federal vehicle em issions standards, given doubts about the appropriateness 
of oxy-fuels in the northern climate.

♦Reduces maintenance costs on state run vehicles. Cleaner burning natural 
gas produces less wear and tear on engines.

♦Conserves natural resources by diverting consumption from  less abundant 
petroleum to more abundant and more widely dispersed natural gas.

♦Encourages the public conversion to cleaner, possibly m ore efficient, 
more abundant natural gas by facilitating the availability o f the fuel to 
consumers. In com bination with sim ilar initiatives by the federal 
government, the state provides important leadership in creating markets for 
natural gas. This would provide an important precedent for encouraging 
em erging technologies, such as hydrogen fuel.

The Alaska Environmental Lobby acknowledges natural gas as an importan; bridge fuel 
pending advancement of cleaner technologies such as fuel cells, hydrogen, and electric 
vehicle power, and improved overall energy efficiency of the economy. Though no 
panacea, natural gas technologies already are well developed and can accommodate a 
gradual addition of hydrogen fuel, the next step toward cleaner fuels. In this context, HB 
330 is a significant interim step toward improving the quality of life for Alaskans, 
conserving natural resources, and developing a sustainable energy policy.Art Kocningcr 
4/5/94
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SPONSOR'S STATEMENT
HB 407 would provide for the issuance of special request gold rush 
commemorative motor vehicle plates. The Gold Rush Centennial 
celebration and commemoration committee in Nome is interested in 
having a special commemorative plate for the centennial. They 
contacted the Department of Motor Vehicles and were informed that 
special legislation was necessary before commemorative plates can 
be authorized. Copies of the correspondence are enclosed for 
committee members' information. Other persons have expressed 
interest after the legislation was introduced as HB 407.

I know that there is often opposition to special motor vehicle 
license plates. Centennial celebration license plates have proved to 
be quite popular in other states. The gold rush is a significant 
bench mark in Alaskan history. It marks the beginning of 
development in the interior of Alaska and brought the territory to 
the attention of the rest of the United States.



Incorporated April'9, 1301 Nome '98 Committe

‘S . O .  3 o ^ 2 3 1  

" H g r n t ,  Z S a s k a  3 9  7 6 2  

‘T d C c v f u m e  ( 9 0 7 )  4 4 3 - 5 2 4 2  

'T t v c ( 9 0 7 )  4 4 3 - S 3  4 9

November 2, 1993

Representative Richard Foster 

Alaska State Legislature 

State Capitol Building 

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1132

Hi Richard:

As part of the Gold Rush Centennial celebration and commemoration I had written to 

Jay Dulaney, Director of Motor Vehicles Division regarding the issuance of a license 

plate foi the years including 1998 which would be special in design as the enclosed 
letter indicates.

He called me mid-October to inform me license plates took legislative action and 

authority and advised I should contact y o u  and/or A1 to make o ur wishes known and 

to seek your assistance in accomplishing t h i s  Task.

I personally like the gold seeker in gold, on a dark blue State of Alaska background 

with a white Cot light blue) plate. The DMV could offer the "plain-Jane" elates as 

we now know them (blue and gold numbers and letters) and additionally could offer 

these commemorative license plates at a higher fee, thus raising additional monies 

to be either transferred to the Centennial Task Force or to be used by the DMV.

Let me know what y ou think, and thanks for your he It.

Your friend,
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State of A l a s k a  
Department of M o c o r  "vehicles 
5700 E. Tudor Road 
Anchorage, Alasica 99507

Attn: Mr. Jay D ulan y
Direc t o r  of M o t o r  V e h i c l e s

Dear Sir:

Perhaps you have, h e a r d  of the G o l d  Ru sh C e n t e n n i a l  Task F orce which has 
been organi z i n g  in various c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  on a state wide level in an 
effort to celebrate' and commemorate the d i s c o v e r y  of gold in Alaska.

The Nome contingent of the C e n t e n n i a l  T a s k  Force would like to suggest 
the DMV design a. l i cens e plate for A l a s k a n s  for these c o ming years of 
e z t h e r  the gold seeker, perhaps a gold pan crossed, w i t h r a  p i c k  and shovel, 
perhaps che seal of the City of Nome as you. see on our letterhead, or 
even che Pioneers of A l a s k a  great i n s i g n i a  of the crossed s h o w s h o e s !

Seme communities, g o l d  r.ush. ac tivi t i e s  are- planned e a r l i e r  tha n 1998 
co coincide w i t h  their gold discover ies, so the sooner you harid-our 
suggestions to your plate d e s i g n e r  or artist the better!

I can be r e a c h e d  d u r i n g  the d ay at 443-52^12 to offer help or suggestions.! N •
Remember.... N O M E !,... the place to be in '98!

Sincerely,

enc Seeker design
Pioneers of A l a s k a  design





I ,  th e  unders igned, an em p lo y e e  o f  th e  S ta te  o f A laska , d o  h ereb y  c e rtify

th a t  th e  m ic ro film  images on th is  m ic ro fo rm  are accurate reproductions  

o f th e  o rig ina l records o f  th e  S ta te  o f  A laska as accum ulated  during  th e  

regular course o f business, and th a t  it  is the established p o lic y  and p ractice  

o f th is  S ta te  to  m ic ro film  its records and to  dispose o f  the orig inal records

a fte r  m ic ro film  reproductions have been m ade.

o f C am era O p e ra to r

02-519 (REV 8/78)
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WESTERN PIONEER, INC.
F eb ru a ry  23, 1993

Rep resen ta tive C a rl Moses 
Room 204, State Capito l 
Juneau , A laska 99S01-1182

D ear Rep resen tative Moses,
We read  with in te re s t y ou r House Joint Resolution 25 re g a rd in g  the 
p roposed  Coast Guard  regu lation  fo r  fis h  tender vesse ls engaged in the 
A leutian trade . As a fis h  tender op e ra to r, we at Western P ioneer share 
y o u r concern about the impact such regu la tions will have on the le ve l of 
se rv ice  and the fre ig h t rates to Aleutian and A laska Pen insu la  
communities.
The se ries o f p roposed regu la tions from  the U .S . Coast G uard  will 
re q u ire  major s tru c tu ra l changes to a ll Western P ioneer, C oasta l and 
Sunmar vesse ls . These p roposed new regu lations were re q u ire d  unde r 
the A leutian T rade Act o f 19.90, which spec ifica lly  concluded that no 
expensive re tro fit t in g  o f vesse ls be requ ired . U n fo rtu n a te ly , the Coast 
G uard  did not receive the message and the proposed regu la tion s would 
e ffe c tiv e ly  put 75% o f the ex isting  ’’mosquito fle e t” out o f se rv ic e .
A ll o f the Western A laska seafood companies and coastal communities 
would be effected b y  th is change in regu la tion . By a reduced  shipping 
capacity during  the re f i t  and increased ra tes to pay fo r  the 
modifications. Shipp ing option would be seve re ly  lim ited as a re su lt  of 
these proposed regu la tion s .
Most o f these new regu la tions are done in the name o f " s a fe t y , ” an 
sensitive area in ou r in d u s try  about which we are a ll conce rned . We are 
a ll fo r  enhanced s a fe ty , and ou r track reco rd  in th is p a rt ic u la r a rea is 
ex trem e ly positive . The p roposed Coast Guard regu la tion s , f o r  the 
most p a r t , have lit t le  to do with sa fe ty . Instead the p roposed  
regu la tion s call fo r  ve sse l modifications well in excess o f those in the 
in d u s try  fo r  ex isting  fish ing  vesse ls .
The public comment period  fo r  these proposed regu la tions is ove r 
F eb ru a ry  28th . Thus fa r , on ly  a hand fu l of comments re g a rd in g  these 
F roposed regu la tions have been received by the Coast Guard from  the 
fish in g  in d u s try  and the coastal A laska communities. T h is is p robab ly  
because people are not aware o f the issues at stake , but g iven  the 
tremendous e ffect the new regu la tions w ill have on the fish in g  and 
seafood industries , a long with the coastal communities, y o u r  reso lu tion  
is o f critica l im poitance.

* 6 0 1  SH IISHO U  AVE. N .V .
P.O. OCX 70436. SEATTLE. VA 98107 

PHONE 306-769.1930 
FAX 206-789.171 7 

600-426-6763
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Rep resen ta tive Moses 
A leu tian  T rade Act 
F eb ru a ry  19, 1993

A ttached is some background material on the proposed regu la tion s fo r  
anvone who may have questions about the issue or some of the 
b ackg round  on the A leutian T rade Act. I f  there are question s , p lease 
do not hesitate to ca ll us. These regu la tions are important to not on ly 
Western P ioneer, Coastal and Sunmar, but the whole fish ing  and 
seafood  processing in d u s try  and the coastal communities we s e rv e .
Y ou r reso lu tion  will let the Coast Guard know the sentiments o f the good 
people you rep re sen t. We here genu ine ly appreciate y o u r e f fo r t s .

S in ce re ly ,



SESSION:
CAPITOL BUILDING. ROOM 204 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99eO1-1102 
PHONE: (907) 465-4451 
FAX: (907) 465-3445

INTERIM:
P.O. BOX 109
UNALASKA, ALASKA 99635 
PHONE: (907) 531-1234 
FAX: (907) 581-2075

Senator Bert Sharp, Chair 
Senate Transportation Committee

Representative Carl Moses, ChaitfO 
House Rules Committee

February 25, 1993

Request for scheduling HJR 25

HJR 25 passed the House today and is being transmitted on an 
expedited basis to your committee. I would respectfully request 
that it be heard at the earliest possible date.*

Residents of the Aleutian Islands have historically relied on 
domestic fish tender vessels to provide freighter services for 
general and fisheries cargo. These vessels have provided reliable 
service to small remote communities along the Aleutian chain on a 
year-round basis. However, the United States Coast Guard's 
proposed vessel safety regulations would require extensive 
alterations so costly that the Coast Guard itself predicts that 75% 
of the current fleet will be forced out of service. The additional 
costs due to retrofitting the remaining vessels would be passed 
directly to the fishing industry and communities of the Aleutian 
chain.

ADAK • AKUTAN • AL'CHIJKA - ATKA . ATTU . BELKOFSKI • CHERNOFSKI - CKQNIK • CHIGNIK LAOOON • CHIONIK LAKE 
COLD BAY . DUTCH HAROOR • EQEOIK • EKYVOK . FALSE PASS • IVANOF BAY . KING COVi. • KING SALMON • KOUOANCK • IEVELOCI . NAKNCK 

NELSON LAOOON . NEW STUYAHOK • NIKOLSKI . PEDRO BAY . PERRYVILLE • PILOT POINT . PORT HflOEN . POnT MOLLER • SAND POINT



This resolution expresses the support of the Alaska State 
Legislature for the continued existence of the small "mosquito" fleet 
of fish tender vessels in the Aleutian Islands chain.

Although the deadline for public comments is February 
28, 1993, I have been assured that any resolution from the 
Legislature will be included in the public record if it is 
received shortly after the deadline. For that reason, I ask 
your assistance in scheduling this resolution for a hearing 
in your committee on Tuesday, March 2, if at a i possible. 
Thank you for your consideration of this requeft.
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PR O PO SED  COAST GUARD REGULATIONS WOULD DRAM ATICALLY 
D ECREASE EXISTING FR EIG H T SERVICE TO TH E ALEUTIA N 

ISLANDS W H ILE SUBSTANTIALLY INCREASING ITS CO ST

The Coast Guard recently proposed regulations (CGD 88-079a) to implement the 
.Aleutian Trade Act of 1990 (P.L. 101-595) (the "ATA") which, if adopted, would require 
the fish tender fleet o f Coastal Transportation, Sunrrar Shipping and Western Pioneer, 
Inc. (the ".Aleutian Trade Vessels") to substantially retrofit their existing vessels - 
notwithstanding an explicit Congressional directive prohibiting such vessel alterations - in 
a manner so costly that the Coast Guard itself predicts that 75% of the current fleet will 
be forced out o f service. The additional costs due to retrofitting o f the remaining vessels, 
as well as the increased costs inherent in the reduction of competition among carriers, 
would be passed directly to the fishing industry and communities o f the .Aleutian Chain.

1. Congress Has Historically Recognized the Unique Transportation Needs of the 
Fishing Industry and the .Aleutian Islands.

For decades fish tender vessels have filled a unique transportation void by 
producing freight service to the fishing industry and to remote communities dependent on 
that industry throughout Alaska. Since the late 1960s Congress has expressly recognized 
these unique needs in a series o f enactments authorizing uninspected fish tender vessels 
to carrv fisheries and other cargoes in service to these communities. The .Aleutian Trade* w
Vessels have filled these needs with consistent, economical, reliable and safe service to 
Western Alaska. The large common carriers that have more recently begun service to 
Dutch Harbor arc not prepared to provide, and have not provided, local service directly to 
the more remote communities and fishing operations now served by the Aleutian Trade 
Vessels.

2. The .Aleutian Trade Act Balanced the Competing Objectives of Continuing Service 
to Remote Areas in Alaska and Enhancing Vessel Safety Standards.

In 1989, these large common carriers opposed the continuation o f the special 
authority permitting Aleutian Trade Vessels to serve these communities. In an effort to 
eliminate their competition, these large carriers argued for retrofits o f the existing 
Aleutian Trade Vessels of such magnitude and cost that many vessels would necessarily
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be put out o f service. Recognizing that these vessels were the lifeline o f many Alaskan 
communities, Congress fashioned a compromise with the enactment of the ATA that (1) 
continued without interruption the general cargo/fisheries supply service available only 
from the .Aleutian Trade Vessels while at the same time (2) upgrading the safety and 
manning requirements for these vessels. In the words of Congressman Don Young (R- 
AK):

This legislation has been agreed to bv all participants in the Aleutian 
trade...[it] represents a compromise necessary to provide greater 
safety to vessels in the trade, while ensuring that remote 
communities in Alaska do not lose their cargo service, (emphasis 
added)

136 Cong. Rec. H13364 (daily ed. Oct. 27, 1990).

Throughout the negotiations leading up to enactment of the ATA, there was a clear 
recognition that the retrofitting necessary to achieve the new vessel safety standards could 
not be so substantial as to render the modifications uneconomic because that would 
frustrate the ATA's parallel objective of continuing the existing Aleutian service. As 
finally enacted, the statutory authority for the new requirements contains an express 
prohibition against the adoption o f regulations that require alterations to vessels 
constructed before the effective date of those regulations. 46 U.S.C. § 4502(e)(2), 
Participants in the Aleutian Trade would not have agreed to this legislation without this 
safeguard; otherwise 3 out of 4 vessels would be forced out, resulting in the loss of 
service to remote areas.

3. The Coast Guard Rule Making Ignores this Congressional Balance bv Proposing 
Cost Prohibitive Retrofitting Which Would Estimate 7.5% of the Existing Aleutian Trade 
Vessels W hile Increasing the Cost o f Service of the Remaining Vessels.

While acknowledging the existence of the express Congressional directive against 
requiring vessel alterations, the Coast Guard nonetheless has proposed an interpretation 
strongly advocated by the large carriers that would require the existing Aleutian Trade 
Vessels to comply with regulations designed to apply to new construction and vessels 
undergoing major conversions. The companies involved in the Aleutian Trade strongly 
dispute this interpretation.

By the Coast Guard's own admission, these requirements are so stringent that 
"only five [of the 20 existing fish tender vessels] are expected to remain in the Aleutian 
Trade." U.S. Coast Guard Draft Regulatory Evaluation (CGD 88-079a) at page 17. The 
proposed application of these new construction and equipment regulations to the existing 
vessels would in some cases exceed those required for fully inspected large carriers. For

'0C 5
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example, the proposed regulations would require significant and unnecessary alterations 
such as removal and replacement of ail fuel oil service and transfer piping with seamless 
pipe (proposed rule 46 C.F.R. § 28.335). The use of seamless pipe can be readily 
accommodated in building a new vessel, but it is unreasonable and exceedingly costly to 
require perfectly good piping to be ripped out of an existing vessel tor the sole purpose of 
replacing it with the seamless pipe.

Even for those few remaining Aleutian Trade Vessels, the new equipment and 
construction requirements will cause them to be taken out of service for months while 
alterations are made. The retrofitting costs will necessarily be passed on to consumers. 
As competition is reduced, rares are likely to increase particularly with the domination of 
the Dutch Harbor trade by a single large carrier.

The Aleutian Trade Vessels have provided efficient and reliable service to Western 
.Alaska and have done so with an excellent safety record. The Coast Guard acknowledges 
there is no evidence "concerning casualties or fatalities on...fish ‘ender vessels operating 
in the Aleutian Trade." Draft Regulatory Evaluation at page 38. The vessels' owners 
have already met new manning and safety requirements mandated by the ATA. They are 
fully prepared to meet additional safety requirements provided only that they are not 
required to undertake cost prohibitive retrofitting that will frustrate the Congressional 
purpose o f continuing uninterrupted service to the .Aleutian Islands.

C O N TA C T TH E COAST GUARD NOW

If you are concerned about increased costs for transportation services to Western 
Alaska, the reduction of competition, undue reliance on a single large carrier and the 
complete loss o f service to locations other than Dutch Harbor, you should contact the 
Coast Guard immediately.

The Coast Guard should be told of the importance of the existing service to your 
business and community and the impact if  such service were lost or became significantly 
more expensive. The Coast Guard should also be urged to follow die Congressional 
directive in 46 U.S.C. § 4501(e)(2) against requiring vessel alterations to existing fish 
tender vessels constructed before the effective date o f the regulations.

Comments should reference ''Implementation o f the Aleutian Trade Act (CGD 88- 
79a)". You may call Coast Guard’s toll-free number at 1-800-282-S724 or preferably 
send written comments to the following address for arrival no later than F eb ru a ry  28. 
1993:

Executive Secretary
Marine Safety Council (G-LR.A-2/3406)

- 3 -
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U.S. Coast Guard Headquarters 
2100 Second Street S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20593-0001

Copies should also be sent to your Congressional delegation including all o f  the 
following:

Senator Ted Stevens 
522 Senate Hart Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
Fax (202) 224-1044

Senator Frank Murkowski 
709 Senate Hart Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
Fax (202) 224-5301

Congressman Don Young 
2331 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
Fax (202) 225-0425

Senator Slade Gorton 
730 Senate Han Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
Fax (202) 224-9393

Senator Patty Murray 
B-34 Dirksen Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
Fax (202) 224-0238

Congresswoman Jolene Unsoeld 
1508 Longworth House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
Fax (202) 225-9095

i\a.doc/>e\k
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E R Q P O SE D  C O A S T  GUARD. REGULATIONS WQPLD SUBSTANTIALLY INCREASE 
T HE C O S T  Q F EXISTING FRE XGHT..SERTECE TO THE ALEUTIAN ISLANDS 

WQ.1JLD_RI5K REDUCTION AND POSSIBLE LOSS OF SUCH SERVICE

The Coast Guard recently uroposed regulations (CGD 88-079a) to imolement 
the Aleutian Trade Act of 1990 (P.L. 101-595) (the "ATA") which, if
adopted, would require the fish tender fleet of Coastal Transportation, 
Sunmar Shipping a n d  Western Pioneer (the “Aleutian Trade Vessels") to 
substantially r e t r o f i t  t h e i r  e x i s t i n g  v e s se ls — n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  an 
explicit Congressional directive prohibiting such vessel alterations— in 
a manner so costly that the Coast Guard itself predicts that 75% of the 
current fleet will be forced out of service. The additional costs due 
to retrofitting of the remaining vessels, as well as the increased costs 
inherent in the reduction of competition among carriers, would be passed 
directly to the fishing industry and communities of the Aleutian chain.C o n g r e s s  . H a s . H i s t o r i c a l l y  R e c o g n i s e d  t h e  P n i q u e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  W e e d s  o f  t h e .  F i s h i n g  I n d u s t r y  a n d  t h e  A l e u t i a n .  I s l a n d s .
For decades fish tender vessels have filled a unique transportation v oi d 
by providing freight service to the fishing industry and to r emote 
communities dependent on that industry throughout Alaska. S in ce  the 
late 1960s Congress has expressly recognized these unique n eeds in a 
series of enactments authorizing uninspected fish tender v e s s e l s  to 
carry fisheries and other cargoes in service to these communities. The 
A leutian Trade V e s s e l s  h a v e  filled th es e  needs wi th  co ns i s t e n t ,  
economical, reliable and safe service to Western Alaska. The large 
common carriers that have more recently begun service to D utch Ha rbor 
are not prepared t o  provide, and have not provided, local service 
directly to the m o r e  remote communities and fishing opera ti on s  now 
served by the Aleutian Trade Vessels.

lfrfi-JU£UiLig.rL Trade -Act Balanced the Competing Objectives, of C o n t i n u i n g  
,Serzice_tQ_BemQtr Ar.ea3. in Ale.ska and Enhancing Vessel Safety S t a n d a r d s .

In 1989, these large common carriers opposed the continuation of the 
special authority permit t in g Aleutian Trade Vessels to serve these 
communities. In an effort to eliminate their competition, t h e s e  large 
carriers argued for the retrofits of the existing Aleutian Trade Vessels 
of such magnitude a n d  C03C chat many vessels would necessarily b e  put 
out of s e r v i c e . Recognizing that these vessels were the lifeline of 
many Alaskan communities, Congress fa sh io ne d a compromise w i t h  the 
enactment of the A T A  that (1) continued without interruption the general 
cargo/fisheries su pply service available only from the A leutian Trade 
Vessels while at the same time (2) upgrading the safety a n d  m a n n i n g  
requirements for these vessels. In the words of Congressmrn Don Young 
(R-Alaska):

This legislation ha3 .been agreed to by all participants in the
Aleutian trade... [ijt represents a compromise necessary to provide

(206) 282-9979 (000) 544-2580 Fax (206) 283-9121 Dutch Harbor (907) 581-1244
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g r e a t e r  s a f e t y  t o  v e s s e l s  i n  t h e  t r a d e ,  w h i l e  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  r e m o t e  
,C.Q m m.u n l t i es in A l a s k a ,  d o  n o t  l o s e  t h e i r  c a r g o  s e r v i c e , ( e m p h a s i s  
added)

136 Cong. Rec. H13364 (daily ed. Oct. 27, 1990).

Throughout the negotiations leading up to the enactment of the ATA, 
there was a clear recognition that the retrofitting necessary to achieve 
the new vessel^ safety standards could not be so substantial as to render 
the modifications uneconomic because that would frustrate the ATA's 
parallel objective of continuing the existing A l e u t i a n  s e r v i c e . As 
finally enacted, the statutory a ut hority for the n e w  re qu i rements 
contains an express prohibition against the adoption of regulations that 
require alterations to vessels constructed before the effective date of 
those regulations. 46 O.S.C. § 4502(e)(2).

— Q fl3.a£— G u a r d  R u l e m a k i n g  I g n o r e s  T h i s  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  B a l a n c e  b vP f , O P . P S i a q - C o s t - P r o h i b i t i v e  R e t r o f i t t i n g  w h i c h  W o u ld  E l i m i n a t e .  7 5 % o f  t h e  E x i s t i n g  A l e u t  i a n  T r a d e  V e s s e l s  W h i l e  I n c r e a s i n g  t h e  C o s t ^  o f  S e r v i c e  o f  t h e  R e m a i n i n g  V ^ s a p i s .
While acknowledging the existence of the express Congressional directive 
against requiring vessel alterations, the Coast Guard nonetheless has 
proposed an interpretation strongly advocated by the large carriers that 
would require the existing A l e ut ia n Trade Vessels to c om pl y  with 
regulations designed to a p p l y  to n e w  construction' and t o  vessels 
undergoing major conversions. The companies involved in the Aleutian 
trade strongly dispute this interpretation.

By the Coast G u a r d’s own admission, these requirements are so stringent 
that I'only five (of the 20 existing fish tender vessels) are expected to 
remain in the Ale u ti an  t r a d e. " (U.S. Coast G ua rd  Draft R e g u l a t o r  
Evaluation [CGD 88-079a] at pag e  17.) The proposed application of these 
new construction and equipment regulations to the existing vessels would 
in some cases exceed those required for fully inspected large carriers. 
For e x a m p l e . the proposed regulations would require significant and 
unnecessary alterations such as removal and replacement of all fuel oil 
service and transfer piping wi th  seamless pipe (proposed rule 46 C.F.R. 
§28.335). The use of seamless pipe can be readily a c c o m m o d a t e d  in 
building a new vessel, but it is unreasonable and exceedingly costly to 
require perfectly good piping to be ripped out of an existing vessel for 
the sole purpose of replacing it with the seamless pipe.

Even for those few remaining Aleutian Trade Vessels, th^. new equipment 
and construction requirements will cause them to be taken out of service 
for months while alterations are made. The retrofitting costs will 
necessarily be passed on to consumers. As competition is reduced, rates 
are likely to increase— particularly with the domination of the Dutch 
Harbor trade by a single large carrier.

The Aleutian Trade Vessels have provided efficient and reliable service 
to Western Alaska and have done so with an excellent safety record. The 
Coast Guard acknowledges there is no evidence "concerning casualties or 
fatalities on...fish tender vessels operating in the Aleutian t r a d e .” 
(Draft Regulatory Evaluation at page 38.) The v e s s e l  o w n e r s  have 
already met the new manning and 'safety requirements mandated b y  the ATA. 
They are fully prepared to meet additional safety requirements provided 
o n l y  that t h e y  are not r e q u i r e d  to undertake, c o s t - p r o h i b i t i v e
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retrofitting that will frustrate the Congressional purpose of continuing 
uninterrupted service to the Aleutian Islands.

W R I T E  T H E  C O A S T  G U A R D  M O W

If you are concerned about increased costs for transportation services 
to Western Alaska, the r ed uction of competition, undue reliance on a 
single large carrier and the possibility of a complete loss of service 
to locations other than Dutch Harbor, you should contact the Coast Guard 
immediately.

The Coast Guard should be to ld  of the importance of the existing service 
to your business and community a n d  the impact if such service were lost 
or became significantly more expensive. The Coast Gu ar d should also be 
urged to follow the Congressional directive in 46 U.S.C. § 4502(e)(2) 
against requiring alterations to existing vessels constructed before the 
effective date of the r e gu la ti on s .

Comments should reference "Implementation of the Aleutian Trade Act (CGD 
88-079a)," You may call the Coast Guard's toll-free n u m b e r , (800) 282-
8724 or, preferably, send written comments to the following address for 
arrival no_la£ar than February 28, .1993:

Executive Secretary 
Marine Safety Council (G-iRA-2/3406) 
U. S. Coa3t Guard Headquarters 
2100 Second Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20593-0001

Copies should also be sent t o  your Congressional delegation, including 
all of the following:

Senator Ted Stevens 
522 Senate Hart Office Bldg 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
FAX: (202) 224-1044

Senator Slade Gorton 
730 Senate Hart Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
FAX: (202) 224-9393

Senator Frank Murkowski 
709 Senate Hart Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
FAX: (202) 224-5301

Senator Patty Murray 
B-34 Dirksen Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
FAX: (202) 224-0238

Congressman Don Young 
2331 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
FAX: (202) 225-0425

Congresswoman Jolene Onsoeld 
1508 Longworth House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
FAX: (202) 225-9095
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SPONSOR STATEMENT for 
HJR 25

Implementation of the Aleutian Trade Act of 1990

Residents of the Aleutian Islands have historically relied on 
domestic fish tender vessels to provide freighter services for 
general and fisheries cargo. These vessels, and in particular, those 
operated by Coastal Transportation, Sunmar Shipping, and Western 
Pioneer, have provided reliable service to small remote communities 
along the Aleutian chain on a year-round basis. Unlike foreign 
freighters, they are regulated, and are willing to take low volume 
cargo to and from the smaller ports. They have a proven safety 
record, and have met new manning and safety requirements.

However, the United States Coast Guard is now obligated to 
implement two new pieces of national legislation - the Aleutian 
Trade Act of 1990 and the Commercial Fishing Industry Vessel 
Safety Act of 1988. In the Aleutian Trade Act, Congress fashioned a 
compromise so that the traditional tender supply service would not 
be interrupted, yet safety requirements would be upgraded. One 
provision of the legislation specifically prohibits the adoption of 
regulations that require alterations to vessels constructed before 
the effective date of those regulations. However, the Coast Guard's 
proposed vessel safety regulations ignore that provision, and would 
require extensive alterations so costly that the Coast Guard itself 
predicts that 75% of the current fleet will be forced out of service. 
The additional costs due to retrofitting the remaining vessels would 
be passed directly to the fishing industry and communities of the 
Aleutian chain.

ADAK . AKUTAN • AMCHITKA . AfKA • AFIU . 0ELXOFSKI • CHERNOf SK I. CHIQNIK * CHlONIK LAGOON . CHIGNIK LAKE 
COO) BAY • DUTCH HARBOR • EGEGIK • EKWOK • FALSE PASS . IWNOF BAY . KINO COVE • KING SALMON • KOUGANEK * LEVELOCK • NAKNEK 

NELSON LAGOON * NEW STUYAHOK • NIKOLSKI • PEDRO BAY • f'ERRYVHJUE • PILOT POINT • PORT HEIDEN . POflT MOLLER • SANO POINT 
 SHFUYA . SOdAW HARnOR . SOUTH NAKNFK . ST - Hiri . ST PAU1 ISI ANn . unASuiv . Hull icvl . nwn»

CHAIRMAN 
HOUSE RULES COMMITTEE

CHAIRMAN 
HOUSE SPECIAL FISHERIES COMMITTEE

MEMBER 
FINANCE SUBCOMMITTEES 

FISH AND GAME 
PUBUC SAFETY



This resolution expresses the support of the Alaska State 
Legislature for the continued existence of the small "mosquito" fleet 
of fish tender vessels in the Aleutian Islands chain. Although the 
deadline for public comments is February 28, 1993, I have been 
assured that any resolution from the Legislature will be included in 
the public record. I ask your support for this resolution.
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December 10, 1992

Mr. Laurence H. Irving 
President
Kantishna Group, Inc.
P.O. Box 71047  
Fairbanks, AK 99707

Dear Mr. Irving:

Thank you for the briefing on your proposal to build a light rail service from Lignite 
into Kantishna.

/ am very aware o f the need to expand services in the area of the Denali National 
Park. We have turned away approximately half a million visitors a year who have 
indicated that they would spend time and dollars if there were facilities and 
transportation in the park. Our tourism marketing efforts have maximized our 
capacity in the summer season and have expanded into the "shoulder" seasons.
The international interest in viewing the Northern Lights will provide even greater 
demand.

We consider your project a significant economic development opportunity for the 
Denali region. It will affect local communities in a positive way, providing 
construction jobs and long-term, year-round employment.

Dr. Glenn Olds, Commissioner o f Natural Resources, has advised me that 
processing of your application for a conditional right-of-way over state land is 
expected to be completed in January. / also hope we can help you with the 
challenge of access into.Denali Park.

/ regard your project as one of the private sector initiatives which will help us meet 
our goal of increased visitor opportunities within the state. Piease keep me 
informed of any issues and milestones as this project proceeds.

With best regards.
Sincerely,

Walter J. Hh 
Governor

/X ^ (/



P o s t Office Box 71047, F a irb an k s , A laska 99707 
Tel: 907-451-7906 Fax:970451-6494

Kantishna Group Incorporated

Ja n u a ry  23, 1993

Rep. Tom Brice 
S ta te  Capitol Building 
Ju n eau , A laska 99801

D ear Rep. Brice:

T hank  you for tak ing  in te rest in our K antishna Railroad* project. As you a re  
aw are, in  the  las t session of the Alaska L egislature the  Senate passed  a resolution 
(SJR  44) supporting  increased access into Denali N ational Park .

The House passed a  sim ilar Resolution (H JR  83) through several com m ittees only 
to have i t  die in the  Rules Committee a t sessions end.

Over the p a s t year th e  subject of access into the Park  has continued to be the 
subject of m uch debate. Last year the question was w eather it would be road or 
rail access along the alignm ent of the old "Stampede Trail". The S ta te  DOT&PF 
applied for Federal Highway monies for th is  alignm ent and was inform ed th a t  it 
would need the  agreem ent of Feueral sister agencies ( the NPS ) to gain  approval.

As we u n ders tand  it, this agreem ent was not given and the a lignm ent w as 
changed to a  "Parks Highway - M cGrath access w ith a spur to K an tishna"  
project. I suggest th a t  if  you have questions on th is th a t you contact M r. Steven
C. Sisk, P.E ., Director, Design & Construction, N orthern  Region (907)451-2214 , 
2301 Peger Road, Fairbanks, Alaska 99709-5316.

On the o ther hand, the K antishna Railroad© project is moving ahead. We have 
been working:*with S ta te  DNR and are negotiating a recognizance p erm it for the  
first th ir ty  mile of our alignm ent. We have talked w ith the NPS and  have  been 
inform ed th a t  th is project could be acceptable under certain  c ircum stances. The 
specific circum stances are not entirely clear a t p resen t, however, the basic  
understand ing  we have is th a t the Railroad / U tility Corridor we w an t from  the 
N PS m u st m eet the  criteria of being "public Access to K antishna.

O ur ra ilroad  would certainly be that. As a public carrier it  would m eet the  
criteria  and  in  fact i t  would provide year around access th a t  the ex isting  road  does 
not. The K an tishna  Railroad© project is proposed to bu ilt from p rivate  funds. A 
new d irt road of two lanes would cost the S ta te  US$100-125 million and have a 
annual m aintenance cost at today's cost of US$ 2,500.00 per lane mile ($5,000.00 
for two) no t to m ention the cost of security, etc.



Page 2. K G I - Rep. Brice 230193
I have addressed  the Denali Borough Assembly and Mayor and have asked  for 
th e ir  passage of a Resolution supporting the creation of a Railroad / U tility  
Corridor. I include a copy of the d raft of th a t Resolution for your perusal.

I t m ay also be th a t the Railroad / U tility  Corridor should be included in the  law 
governing th e  pipelines, AS. 38.05. This will take more review.

We have th e  strong  support of the Dept, of Commerce & Economic Developm ent 
u n d er Comm. Paul Fuhs, The Dept, of N atu ra l Resources u n d er Dr. Olds an d of 
course the  Governor. We feel it is tim e to move th is project forward. To do so, I 
would be very  grateful if  you would consider organizing the creation of a 
Resolution specifically directed a t the creation of a Railroad / U tility  Corridor 
w ith in  D enali N ational Park.

The K a n tish n a  Railroadc is an environm entally  sound and responsible m ethod 
for expanding  the  tourism  in frastru c tu re  in A laska. It does no t conflict w ith any 
of th e  ex isting  tour operators in our view. As an economic developm ent project, it 
m eets the  c rite ria  of the  new P residen t in susta in ing  economic growth and is not 
of a resource extractive project. Tourism  is one of the largest producers of foreign 
exchange, p e rh ap s effecting the national balance of trade  more directly th an  any 
o th er form  of en terp rise .

I f  you or any-other m em bers of the  House or Senate need additional inform ation 
p lease call m e a t  any time.

W ith best w ishes for a successful session, I am.

Sincerely yours.

III, Dir. 

tr , m aps, Denali Borough D raft Resolution.
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Mr. Laurence H. Irving , President 
Kantishna Group, Inc.
P.O. Box 71047 
Fairbanks, AK 99707

Dear Mr. Irving:

I am writing to express my support for your company's plan to build 
a rail service from Healy to Kantishna.

Mt. McKinley National Park is recognized as one of the world's most 
popular tourist attractions. I am pleased that your plan to build a 
rail service from Healy to Kantishna will open up the Northern and 
Western areas adjacent to the Park. The existing saturation problem 
in the southern McKinley area presents a serious bottleneck to 
future growth. A -top .quality rail .facility will offer tourists, much, 
better viewing opportunities as well as avoidance of increased 
congestion on the present Park road system. The concept of a 
rail/utility corridor limited to these uses will promote a higher 
quality viewing experience well into the future.

If there is anything I can do to assists you with this plan, please 
don't hesitate to contact me.

Sinceiely,

BS /m jw

REPRESENTING 
GOLDEN HEART 

OF ALASKA



P ost Office Box 71047, F a irbanks, A laska 99707 
Tel: 907-451-7906 Fax: 970-451-6494

Kantishna Group Incorporated

February 6 ,1993

Rep. Foster, C hairm an,
House S tand ing  Com mittee on T ransportation 
S ta te  Capitol Building .Juneau, Alaska 99801 
Tel: 907-465-4858 Fax: 907-465-3242

D ear Rep. Foster:

On Friday, I spoke w ith your Aide and requested a  le tte r  of support for the 
K an tish n a  Railroad© (KRR) project w ith which you a re  fam iliar. I was assu red  
of your support.

A ttached please find a copy of a letter from Sen. Bert Sharp  of the Senate 
T ransporta tion  Committee. Sen. Sharp's le tte r speaks of the concept of a  Public 
Access Rail /  U tility Corridor into Denali N ational Park . It is the creation of such 
a  Corridor th a t  will allow for the  construction of the K an tishna  Railroad© project. 
We hope to have your support for the creation of such a  corridor.

Two elem ents of the project which Sen. Sharp may not be aw are of is its 
compliance w ith the Am ericans w ith D isabilities Act (ADA) and its  low 
environm ental im pact.

M any in  the touring public are denied access to facilities and experiences in  the  
P ark  due to non-compliance w ith ADA. The KRR will have walk-on and roll-on 
loading capabilities. O ur passenger coaches will be double decked w ith lifts to 
give access to upper decks for disabled or w heelchair bound passengers.

O ther innovations will include the  use of foam toilets and composting system s 
reducing fresh w ater use and  elim inating unnecessary pollution risk  of the  ra il 
corridor. Recycling system s will be in use from the onset to avoid adverse im pact 
from solid waste. These elem ents of the project are  to m ake the project more 
available to the touring public while reducing its im pact on the environm ent.

In  closing, thank  you for your in te rest and support of the K an tishna  Railroad© 
project. Your continued support will be appreciated. If  you have any  fu rther 
questions call m e a t anytim e.



Alaska House o f Representatives
R ic h a r d  F o s te r
P.O. Box 1630
Nome, Alaska 99762-1630
907-1-13-5036

State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
907-465-3789
Fax 907-165-3242

Eighteenth Legislature

Chairperson
Transportation Committee

M ilitary and  Veterans 
A ffa irs Committee

Member,
F inance Committee

M ajority Whip

Joseph N. Fields III, Dir. 
Kantishna Group Inc. 
P.O. Box 71047 
Fairbanks, AK 99707

February 11, 1993

Dear Mr. Fields:

I am happy to add my support for the group's planned initiation of 
rail service from Healy to Kantishna.

Such a service would avoid additional pressure on the road system 
within Mt. McKinley National Park and open additional areas that 
would help relieve some of the congestion which currently limits 
services and viewing access.

I would hope that all parties, including the National Park Service, 
recognize Mt. McKinley as a National Treasure to be shared will all 
Americans and with other Citizens of the World Community. Rail 
Service is an excellant way to provide added barrier free access for 
the handicapped. It is their Park too.

I applaud your efforts not only because they add access for the 
disabled but because they also provide for increacod access for all 
persons while still addressing environmental concerns.

If I can be of further assistance please contact me.

S incerely

iit
Alakanuk, CjRipali, l\ 
Nc tut ok,
Shaktoolih

GoloviJ, Hooper Boy, Kotlik, Koyttk, Marshall, Meknryuk, M ountain Village,
Saunartga, Scam m on Bay,, N i/h t\u ite , NQninrjPilot Station, Pitlia's Point, Russian Mission, St. Mary's, S t M ichael,. 

nlilKSneldon Point Jatebbins, Toksonk Bay, Tununah, Unnlahleet, White M ountain

S t a f f .: Elisabeth Walters, Jcannie Sm ith , Dr. Larry La Bnlle



Alaska W ilderness Recreation and Tourism Association.

Board o f DirectorsNancy Lethcoe Prwldcnt Alaskan Wilderness Soiling SafarisCarol Kasza Vico President Arctic TreksKarla Hart 
Secteary Alaska Raln/orcsiTouts

Don Ford Treasurer Notional Outdoor Leadership SchoolMarcy Dakcr Alaska Mountaineering & HikingBob Dlttrlck Wilderness Blrdlng AdventuresIvJrk Hoessle Alaska Wildlands Adventures
Bob JacobsSt. Elias Alpine GuidesKaren Jcttm ur EquinoxSieve RanncyFishing *  FlyingErnk Williamson Erulds Wilderness Float Trips

Honorable R ichard F oster M arch 2 , 1S93
Chairman House T ransportation Com m ittee 
State Capitol, Juneau,
AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative

The Alaska W ilderness R ecreation and Tourism  Association promotes the 
recognition and protection o f  A laska’s recreation and tourism resources and 
works for ecologically responsible recreation and tourism use o f A laska’s 
natural resources. We have over 300 m em bers statewide o f  which 180 are in 
the tourism business.

The Board o f Directors has m et and discussed House Joint Resolution No. 2 8 .1 
have been instructed to w rite to you expressing our opposition *o this resolu­
tion. Our mem bers disagree w ith the statem ent that there is a lack o f facilities 
at Kantishna. The current facilities have promoted a quality wilderness experi­
ence for tourists to A laska fo r decades and will continue to do so. Therefore, 
the Alaska W ilderness R ecreation and Tourism  Association opposes develop­
ing routes to Kantishna through som e o f ML M cKinley’s m ost spectacular ’ 
wilderness area, opposes the developm ent c f  a Kantishna v isitor activity are3, 
and opposes the establishm ent and developm ent o f a rail utility corridor into 
Kantishna by private corporations. Developm ent o f these routes would reduce 
the opportunities for quality w ilderness experiences.

Our business m em bers m ake their living by marketing A laska's wilderness and 
other natural resources. W hen com panies make an investment, they expect 
continued access to the p roduct they market. The proposed developm ent would 
deprive them o f the product they have developed and m arketed by changing a 
wilderness area into a developed area.

We respectfully request that the Transportation Committee oppose House Joint 
Resolution No. 28.

Sincerely,

Nancy R. Lethcoe

P.O. Box 1353, Valdez, AX 99c86. Pdene: 907-835*4200. Fix: 907-835-^826
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P o s t Office Box 71047, F a irb an k s , A laska 99707 
Tel: 907-156-7906 F ax : 970-451-6494

Kantishna Group Incorporated

M arch 9, 1993

H onorable R ichard Foster, C hairm an  
House T ransporta tion  Committee 
S ta te  Capitol Building 
Juneau , A laska 99801- 1182

D ear M r. Foster:

We wish to th an k  the  m em bers of the House T ransporta tion  Com m ittee for th e ir 
good work on behalf of all A laskans and  especially for th e ir  consideration of H JR  
28.

I w an t to s ta r t  today by quoting C hapter 1 of Title 16 of Federal law  which 
estab lishes the  National P a rk  Service. " The Service ... shall prom ote and 
regula te  the use of Federal a reas known as...n a tiona l parks, m onum ents and  
reservations... by such m eans and m easures as to conform to the fundam enta l 
purpose of said parks, m onum ents and  reservations, w h ic h  p u r p o s e  is  to  
conserve  th e  scenery  an d  th e  n a tu ra l a n d  h isto ric  objects a n d  w ild  life th e re in  a n d  
to  p rov ide  fo r th e  enjoym ent o f the  sam e in  a  m an n e r a n d  b y  su c h  a  m eans a s  w ill 
leave  th em  u n im p a ired  fo r th e  ep joym ent o f fu tu re  genera tions. "

The K an tishna  Group Incorporated (KGI) has proposed the construction of a  
tourism  railroad  from Lignite to K an tishna, Alaska. The project would include 
the  construction of term inal facilities a t both ends of the  railroad an d  would be 
financed privately.

P roblem s:

W hen Denali N ational Park  was expanded in  the 1980's and D enali became a 
P a rk  and Preserve and a W ilderness Area. Inholders m ain tained  th e ir  rig h ts  of 
access for them selves and th e ir guests. The original P a rk  became W ilderness, 
w ith the exception of the existing park  road which bisects it  and land  around 
W onder Lake. If  effect, there are  two W ilderness Areas. Because the  road w as 
built to access the Park in terior by the NPS and not to handle thousands of busses 
each season it  is said to have reached its "carrying capacity".

To correct th is problem some have suggested creating a  second road, b u t as 
visitor volume grows, so does the potential lor damage a road m ight do to the Park  
eco-systems. The 1965 Federal law on Park  concessions s ta te s ;"Congress hereby  
f ind s  the preservation o f  p a rk  values requires such p u b lic  accommodations, 
fcw ilities and services as have to be provided in  those areas should be provided  
under ca re fu lly  contro lled safeguards aga inst unregulated and  in d isc rim in a te  
USSx so th a t heavy v is ita tio n  not u n d u ly .im p a ir these val ues. S .  second road 
would be clearly in conflict w ith this sta tem ent. The K antishna  Railroad would 
provide the controlled and discrim inating access and d istinctly  d ifferen t tourism  
activities necessary for the Park  service to support th is significant change in the  
75 year operation of Denali National Park.
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A laska, is a  popular destination, it is safe, accessible, quick to reach  by a ir  or sea, 
has no terrorism , English is spoken and no currency conversion a re  required. 
A laska has spen t a  great deal of money on m arketing and  now sees the visitor / 
tourism  industry  as the th ird  largest sector of its private economy w ith a  growth 
ra te  of 4% to 7%.

M itig a tin g  adve rse  im pact of tra ffic  on P a rk  road: A rail / utility corridor along 
th e  no rthern  rou ting  suggested by KGI, will provide d iscrim inating  and 
controlled public access to K antishna. This will allow the N PS to exercise controls 
on the P a rk  road and reduce the im pact on the adjacent w ilderness area.

I t  would be foolhardy to conclude th a t visitor volumes or tourism  will decrease 
over the next th ir ty  years. It is irresponsible for tourism  in Alaska to be 
constrained by a lack of in frastructu re  or to be discounted as a  m ajor factor in  
AJaska's economy. The K antishna Railroad will elim inate the "choke" point and 
provide high quality  low im pact access into the Park. The K an tishna  H istoric 
V isitor D istric t will re-focus tours for viewing Mt. Mckinley, historic 
preservation, conservation education, outdoor recreation and wildlife.

Z o n in g :  The K a n tish n a  H istoric  Tourism  Zone (KHTZ) could provide a
m echanism  for zoning privately  held land  in the K a n tish n a  region. I t 
could be organized as a special zoning district of the Denali Borough or as a 
P o rt A uthority  of the  Borough. Agreem ents could be m ade betw een the 
Borough and the NPS, as in o ther sta tes for the  P a rk  Service to enforce 
policies established  by the Borough. Clearly, the K a n tish n a  region is a 
special place where assessm ents of the  historic places and  objects should be 
m ade an d  h isto ric  p reserv a tio n  and au th e n tic  re s to ra tio n  shou ld  be 
undertaken .

Kantishna H isto ric Tourism Zone:
KGI h as suggested the creation of a K an tishna  H istoric  T ourism  Zone 
(KHTZ). The purpose of th is zone would be to create  an  a rea  in  which 
tourism  facilities could be developed under stric t zoning. Several thousand 
acres of land  in K an tishna  is privately owned, some in  p a te n te d  m ining 
claim s w ith  more in  application for P aten t. Tourism  operations curren tly  
ex ist in  K an tishna  and others are  being planned. The KHTZ could be a 
m an ifesta tion  of the concept of "Zones of Confluence" w here the sta tu to ry  
m andate  to the  N ational P ark  Service to deliver the  P a rk s to the  people 
while protecting them  could be accomplished. This concept is  sim ilar to the 
P rim ary  T ourism  Zone suggested by AVA stud ies . T he KHTZ could 
produce revenues in  the  form of user fees, ta riffs , r e n ts , tax es etc., 
offsetting its cost of operation.

The KHTZ would provide the private property inholders in  the  P ark  w ith the 
ability  to utilize the ir holdings for tourism  activities while a t  the sam e time 
e lim inating  the need for the NPS to continue the a lready im plem ented, very 
costly program  of buying them  out. We have been advised th a t  the N ational 
P ark  Service has some zoning powers.
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The Denali Borough could create a special or en terp rise  zone or even a Port 
A u th o rity  in  th e  K a n tish n a  a rea  to be used  to  contro l im p o r ta n t  
developm ental factors such as:

A. A rchitectural standards.
B. Solid waste.
C . T rails and  activities on them.
D. Q uality and safety of area  developments.
E. H istoric Preservation, including the au then tic  resto ra tion  of 

the  K antishna townsite and perhaps the historic Stam pede 
M ine.

Location and Route: The K artish n a  Railroad(KRR) is proposed as a n
environm entally  sound and sensible m ass tran s it system  creating  access to 
the  P a rk  in te rio r along a northern  route. Approxim ately 90 m iles in  length, 
no portion o f the ra ilroad w ill pass tlirough the w ilderness portion of 
D en a li. I t  will be designed for tourism  w ith enough freight capacity to 
service P ark  Service, inholders and the railroad operations in  the 
K a n tish n a  area.

True Access To The Park:
E ach  passenger coach will have two decks w ith full handicapped access, 
pe rhaps including a lift for upper deck w heelchair access. T erm inals will 
be equipped for walk-on and roll-on passenger loading . Compliance w ith 
the  provisions of the Americans w ith Disabilities Act (A.D.A.) will b ring 
m any benefits to our operation. We feel Eco-Tourism is not ju s t  for the 
physically fit. The m ajority of our A laskan visitors feel a  very close 
rela tionsh ip  to the land even though they  m ay not be physically able to hike 
over it.

Environm enta l Conservation and Recyc ling
The control of sewage and solid waste will be accomplished th rough  the use 
of low w ater, foam operated toilets coupled to composting system s 
m anufactu red  in  Alaska. This process will dram atically  reduce th e  use of 
w a te r and  reduce potentially  hazardous san itary  problem s. Sobd w aste 
control will be through a vigorous and up-to-date recycling program  and 
use of th e  proposed regional facility a t N enana, now being p lanned.

Power Systems:
The system  is proposed as an electric traction (powered) railroad  sim ilar to 
nearly  all the tra in  system s in Europe. These system s facilitate 
com m unication and power transm ission, bu t until all. question re la ting  to 
th is  concept a re  cleared, we m ust also consider diesel-electric. O ur cu rren t 
p lans call for the  use of standard  gauge rails and couplings to facilitate  an  
in te rtie  w ith the  A laska Railroad. We have discussed w ith the  A.R.R., the 
u tilization  of A.R R.'s m aintenance facilities to reduce costs.

Now I would like to comm ent on the letters which have been sen t in opposition to
the passage of H JR  28.

W hile the  A laska W ilderness Recreation and Tourism  Assoc, and A laska
W ildland A dventures do rep resen t a portion of the touring public, th a t  portion is
only a sm all p a rt of the tourism  industry  in Alaska.
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They appear to represent only those in the economic class that can afford the 
specialized trips they provide.

One calls the north route we propose 1. "lowland, bog areas that would be 
uninteresting to potential visitors." and the other opposes 2. "developing routes 
through some of Mt. McKinley’s most spectacular wilderness areas. They go on 
to oppose development by private corporations, yet they say 3. "When companies 
make an investment, they expect continued access to the product they market. 
The proposed development would deprive them of the product they have developed 
and marketed by changing a wilderness area into a developed area."

1. The route proposed is beautiful Alaskan interior viewing which will provide 
longer and better viewing of the Mt. Mckinley.

2. The route proposed does not touch Wilderness Area land.

3. The "product" is Denali National Park. "They" did not create it. It belongs to 
the public and must be accessible, even to those who are disabled and in their 
later years or who have marginal budgets.

The sum of the objections is "I've got mine and I want no competition"

W e  urge you to pass H J R  28. It is essential to the expansion of tourism 
infrastructure in Alaska.

With best regards I am.

Sincerely yours.

Joseph N. Fields III, Dir. 
Kantishna Group Inc.



My  n a m e  is T e r i  C a m e r y .  I a m  a r e s i d e n t  o f  F a i r b a n k s  f r o m  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i e s  d i s t r i c t .  I a m  t e s t i f i y i n g  to v o i c e  m y  
o p p o s i t i o n  a g a i n s t  H o u s e  J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  28 a n d  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a m p e d e  R o u t e  t h r o u g h  D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  
P a r k  f r o m  H e a l y  t o  K a n t i s h n a .

I k n o w  D e n a l i  P a r k  v e r y  w e l l  f r o m  c o u n t l e s s  v i s i t s  and 
b a c k p a c k i n g  t r i p s  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  f e w  years. I h a v e  a l s o  
e x h a u s t i v e l y  r e s e a r c h e d  c o n t r o v e r s i e s  in t h i s  park, a n d  d i d  
m y  t h e s i s  on t h e  i m p a c t  of R S 2 4 7 7  in A l a s k a .

I a m  o p p o s e d  to  a n e w  r o a d  t h r o u g h  t h e  p a r k  f o r  m a n y  
r e a s o n s :

1) E c o n o m i c

The S t a m p e d e  R o u t e  is i m p a s s a b l e  d u r i n g  t h e  s u m m e r  m o n t h s  
a n d  p a s s e s  o v e r  a g l a c i a l  r i v e r  bed. It a l s o  d i s a p p e a r s  in a 
n u m b e r  o f  plac e s .

U n d e r  19 8 6  e s t i m a t e s  t h e  c o s t  o f  the r o a d  w o u l d  b e  $85 
m i l l i o n  t o  $ 1 2 5  m i l l i o n .  E v e n  if the f e d e r a l  f u n d i n g  p a y s  
for t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  r o a d ,  d o u b t f u l  a t  t h e s e  h u g e  
p r i c e s ,  t h e  s t a t e  w i l l  s t i l l  h a v e  to  c o v e r  m a i n t e n a n c e  c o s t s  
w h i c h  m a y  be t r e m e n d o u s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  b u i l d i n g  a r o a d  
o v e r  a g l a c i a l  r i v e r b e d  a n d  l a r g e  a c r e s  o f  w e t l a n d s .  W h e r e  
w i l l  t h e  s t a t e  c o m e  u p  w i t h  t h i s  m o n e y ?

Th e  s t a t e  m a d e  a o n e - t i m e  $ 4 5 0 , 0 0 0  i n v e s t m e n t  in a m i n i m a l  
u p g r a d e  of  t h e  S t a m p e d e  R o a d  b e y o n d  E i g h t - m i l e  L a k e  in the 
e a r l y  1 9 6 0 s  w h i c h  q u i c k l y  d e t e r i o r a t e d  a n d  n e v e r  r e s u l t e d  
in a n y  s i g n i f i c a n t  p u b l i c  t r a v e l .

In a d d i t i o n ,  a s  I u n d e r s t a n d  it, t h e  p a r k ' s  m a j o r  
c o n c e s s i o n e r  (ARA), l a r g e r  t o u r  c o m p a n i e s ,  a n d  s m a l l e r  
i n h o l d e r  o p e r a t i o n s  o p p o s e  a n o r t h e r n  a c c e s s  route.
If t h e y  d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  is a n  e c o n o m i c  b e n e f i t  it is 
h a r d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  is o n e  for t h e  state.

R e s i d e n t s  of H e a l y  a n d  o t h e r  n e i g h b o r i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  a r e  
a l s o  g e n e r a l l y  o p p o s e d  to t h e  road.

2) T h e  V i e w

M o u n t  M c K i n l e y  v i e w i n g  is s u p e r i o r  o n  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  of t h e  
A l a s k a  Ra n g e .  W i l d l i f e  a n d  m o u n t a i n  v i e w s  o n  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  
are s i g n i f i c a n t l y  le s s  d r a m t i c  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
r o u t e .



A d d i n g  a n e w  r o a d  w i l l  p e r m a n e n t l y  c h a n g e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of 
t h e  p a r k  and h a r m  t h e  p r i c e l e s s  q u a l i t i e s  p e o p l e  c o m e  t h e r e  
to s e e  in t h e  f i r s t  pl a c e .  A  n e w  r o a d  p u t s  a t  r i s k  t h e  u p -  
c l o s e  v i e w i n g  of a n i m a l s  t h a t  d r a w s  p e o p l e  t o  Dena l i .

O b v i o u s l y  t h e  i m p a c t s  of n e w  r o a d  a r e  n o t  c o n f i n e d  to t h e  
b o r d e r s  of t h e  p a v e m e n t .  T h e  i m p a c t s  o n  w i l d l i f e  a n d  h a b i t a t  
a re v i r t u a l l y  u n d e n i a b l e .  T h e  P a r k  S e r v i c e  h a s  a m i s s i o n  t o  
p r e s e r v e  D e n a l i  f o r  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s .  T h e  S t a t e  has n o  
r i g h t  t o  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t h a t  m i s s i o n .

R e g a r d l e s s  of R S 2 4 7 7  a n d  p r i v a t e  l a n d h o l d i n g s  in K a n t i s h n a ,  
t h e  S t a t e  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  d a m a g e  l a n d  in t h e  
f e d e r a l  t r u s t  for its o w n  f i n a n c i a l  g ain. U n d e r  t h e  c u r r e n t  
f e d e r a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  t h e  s t a t e  w o u l d  be f o o l i s h  to t a m p e r  
w i t h  D e n a l i .  A  l a w s u i t  w o u l d  b e  i m m i n e n t .

3) T h e M e a n in g  and P u r p o s e  o f  D e n a l i

F i n a l l y ,  I h a v e  a c o p y  of t h e  D e n a l i  A c c e s s  T a s k  F o r c e  
R e p o r t  f r o m  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e  w h i c h  h a s  m u c h  u s e f u l  
i n f o r m a t i o n .  I w o u l d  b e  h a p p y  t o  s e n d  c o p i e s  t o  i n t e r e s t e d  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .

T h a n k  y o u  for t h - s  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  c o m m e n t .

T e r i  C a m e r y
1816 M u s k  O x  T r a i l
F a i r b a n k s ,  A K  9 9708



Representative Tom Brice
ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

119 N. Cushman, Ste. 205 
Fairbanks, AK 99701 

907-456-7423
While in Juneau 

State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 

907-465-3466

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: S e n a t o r  B e r t  S h a r p
C h a i r m a n ,  S e n a t e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e

FROM: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T o m  B r i e

DATE: M a r c h  16, 1993

S U B J E C T :  H e a r i n g  f o r  H J R  28

I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  s c h e d u l i n g  a h e a r i n g  f o r  H J R  28, A  
R e s o l u t i o n  s u p p o r t i n g  i n c r e a s e d  a c c e s s  n e a r  Mt. M c K i n l e y  t h r o u g h  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a v i s i t o r  a r e a  a t  K a n t i s h n a ,  a t  y o u r  e a r l i e s t  
c o n v e n i e n c e .

T h e  e x i s t i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s y s t e m  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  D e n a l i  
N a t i o n a l  P a r k  a r e  o p e r a t i n g  a t  c a p a c i t y .  A t  t h i s  l e v e l  o f  s e r v i c e ,  
as S e n a t o r  F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i  s t a t e d  i n  h i s  a d d r e s s  to  t h e  j o i n t  
s e s s i o n ,  w e  a r e  t u r n i n g  a w a y  4 0 0 , 0 0 0  v i s i t o r s  a y e a r  w h o  w a n t  t o  
s e e  Mt. M c K i n l e y .  W i t h  t h i s  l e v e l  of  d e m a n d ,  I b e l i e v e  it 
a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  s u p p o r t  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a n  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  s o u n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s y s t e m  i n t o  t h e  p a r k .  H J R  28 
p r o v i d e s  t h a t  s u p p o r t .

P l e a s e  i n c l u d e  t h e  a t t a c h e d  s u p p o r t i n g  m a t e r i a l  in t h e  b i l l  
file. T h a n k  you.

Gil District 30
©
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T H E  A LA SK A  E N V IR O N M E N T A L  L O B B Y  O PPO SE S  H O USE  JO IN T
R E S O L U T IO N  NO . 28

The Alaska Environmental Lobby opposes House Joint Resolution No. 28., a resolution 
calling for another transportation corridor and more development in Denali National Park's 
Kantishna area.

The Denali Access Task Force, in its November 1991 report, found that the level of 
business activity, new business starts, visitation and mining did not justify additional 
access . The same report concluded a "new road is not justifiable for park purposes, 
wildlife, economics or visitor services." The National Park Service has been buying 
private inholdings in Kantishna, and is opposed to new commercial construction in this 
fragile wilderness location. Cooperation of the Federal Government in further developing 
the Kantishna area is questionable. Another transportation corridor, especially a road with 
a large influx of visitors, will damage the unique remoteness that attracts tourists now.

During these times of severe state and federal budget cuts, the cost of a potential corridor 
cannot be justified economically. HJR 28 urges the Govenor and executive branch to be 
aggressive in their resolve to enhance the Mt. McKinley experience by developing new 
environmentally sound access routes into Kantishna. Is there federal transportation money 
and the required 10% General Fund match available for such a project? If a road is built, is 
there General Fund money available for continued maintenance and operations? DOT/PF 
has cut its maintenance and operations budget over the past few years. Everyone is aware 
of our current crisis in properly maintaining existing roads. HJR 28 also suggests that the 
private sector could build a rail utility corridor into Kantishna. Road construction estimates 
were over $80 million in 1992 and a rail corridor would be even more expensive. How can 
private industry do this without public money? These issues must be seriously considered 
prior to approving HJR 28.

The State should focus on improving existing tourist facilities in Denali State Park and 
other tourist destination sites throughout the State.

HJR 28 has the potential to be expensive and to seriously damage Denali National Park's 
Kantishna area as a tourist attraction. HJR 28 should be rejected.

^  Alaska Environmental Lobby, Inc.
P .O . B ox  2 2 1 5 1  Juneau , A la sk a  99 (3 02
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adventures
M a r c h  8, 1993

T E S T I M O N Y  S U B M I T T E D  " F O R  T H E  RECORD'* ON HJR NO. 28

H o n o r a b l e  R i c h a r d  F o s t e r

C h a i r m a n  H o u s e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e
S t a t e  C a p i t o l
Juneau, A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 3 2

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F o s t e r ,

A l a s k a  W i l d l a n d  A d v e n t u r e s  p r o v i d e s  s m a i l - g r o u p  n a t u r a l  
h i s t o r y  t o u r a  from t h e  K e n a l  P e n i n s u l a  to  Denali N a t i o n a l  Park. 
L a s t  s u m m e r  ue had o v e r  76  i n d i v i d u a l  d e p a r t u r e s  and we s e r v i c e d  
e v e r  9 0 0  p a r t i c i p a n t s  in c u r  s e v e n  to t w e l v e  day trips. W e  are 
p a r t  of a g r o w i n g  t r e n d  in t r a v e l ,  now s o m e t i m e s  l a b e l e d  
" E c o t o u r i s m " . We h a v e  s e v e r a l  s e r i c u a  c o n c e r n s  w i t h  H o u s e  J o i n t  
R e s o l u t i o n  No. 28.

D I S P L A C I N G  E X I S T I N G  A N D  Q U A L I T Y  B U S I N E S S  E S T A B L I S H M E N T S  IN 
THE K A N T I S H N A  REGION. O v e r  t h e  l a s t  f e w  years, t h e  K a n t i s h n a  
a r e a  h a s  e m e r g e d  as a c e n t e r  o f  Small G r o u p  N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y  
T o u r i s m  s e r v i n g  t r i p  p a r t i c i p a n t s  w h o  w a n t  an  a c t i v e  and 
e d u c a t i o n a l  v a c a t i o n  e x p e r i e n c e .  C a m p  D e n a l i ,  N o r t h  F a c e  Lodge, 
K a n t i s h n a  Roa d h o u s e ,  and D e n a l i  B a c k c c u n t r y  L o d g e  ( f o r m e r l y  
De n a l i  M o u n t a i n  Lodge) a r e  e x a m p l e s  of e s t a b l i s h e d  o p e r a t i o n s  
th a t  c o l l e c t i v e l y  s e r v e  t h o u s a n d s  of v i s i t o r s  in an 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  a n d  h i g h l y  e d u c a t i o n a l  and 
p a r t i c i p a t o r y  m a n n e r  e a c h  s u m m e r  season. E c o n o m i c a l l y ,  t h e s e  
b u s i n e s s e s  are imp o r t a n t !  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  A l a s k a  W i l d l a n d  
A d v e n t u r e s  a l one s p e n d s  o v e r  5 3 5 0 , 0 0 0  in c o n t r a c t e d  s e r v i c e s  in 
th i s  a r e a  each s u m mer. In a d d i t i o n ,  t h e s e  b u s i n e s s e s  ha v o  s p e n t  
m i l l i o n s  of d o l l a r s  to  c o n s t r u c t  f a c i l i t i e s  c u s t o m  d e s i g n e d  to 
p r o v i d e  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t o r y  a n d  i n f o r m a t i v e  l o d g e  e x p e r i e n c e s  t h a t  
t h e i r  g u e s t s  wa n t  a n d  t r a v e l  t h r o u g h o u t  the world to find. We 
b e l i e v e  t h a t  s u p p o r t i n g  i n c r e a s e d  a c c e s s  to  t h i s  a r e a  as  o u t l i n e d  
in H o u s e  J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  No. 2 8  w o u l d  d i s p l a c e  a n d  n e g a t i v e l y  • 
i m p a c t  t h e  b u s i n e s s e s  t h a t  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  in t h e  area.

WE D O  NOT B E L I E V E  T H E  K A N T I S H N A  R E G I O N  IS THE A N S W E R  T O  
I N C R E A S I N G  ACC E S S  TO  D E N A L I  N A T I O N A L  PARK. By e x i s t i n g  p a r k  road 
or  by n e w  access, t h e  J o u r n e y  t o  K a n t i s h n a  d o e s  not a p p e a r  to be 
s u i t a b l e  to the g e n e r a l  i n t e r e s t  t r a v e l e r  n o r  the c r u i s e / b u a  tour 
t r a v e l e r .  ARA, the c o n c e s s i o n a i r e  at D e n a l i  Nat i o n a l  Park, has
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n o t e d  a s h i f t  in u s e  p a t t e r n s  f r o m  t h e i r  s i u tour to u r  to t h eir
m u c h  s h o r t e r  two h o u r  t o u r  of  t h e  park, T h e r e  ia no e v i d e n c e  .%■
t h a t  v i a i t o r a  in n u m b e r s  of e n o u g h  m a g n i t u d e  would travel t h e  
m u c h  l o n g e r  r o u t e  in o r d e r  t o  J u s t i f y  the e x p e n s e  f i n a n c i a l l y  and
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y .  T h e  p r o p o s e d  a c c e s a  r o u t e  north of the p a r k
i n c l u d e s  a lot o f  l o w l a n d , b o g  a r e a s  t h a t  would be u n i n t e r e s t i n g  
to p o t e n t i a l  v i s i t o r s .

I N C R E A S E D  A C C E S S  TO K A N T I S H N A  T H A T  L E A D S  TO M O R E  E X T E N S I V E  
U S E  O F  T H E  PARK R O A D  W O U L D  D E S T R O Y  T H E  W I L D E R N E S S  Q U A L I T Y  A N D  
W I L D L I F E  V I E W I N G  T H A T  IS U N I Q U E  T O  D E N A L I  N A T I O N A L  PARK. If in 
the e n d  we d e s t r o y  w h a t  it is t h a t  m a k e s  t h e  area ao c o veted, 
w h a t  h a v e  w e  a c c o m p l i s h e d ?  M a s s  t o u r i s m  a c c e s s  to the K e n t i a h n a  
ar e a  w o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  be a t h r e a t  tc t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  q u a l i t i e s  that 
m a k e  D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  s u c h  a d e s i r a b l e  d e s t i n a t i o n  for 
v i s i t o r s .  In ac d o i n g ,  it w o u l d  d e g r a d e  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  of all 
v i s i t o r s  and it w o u l d  d e g r a d e  t h e  b u s i n e s s e s  that are c u r r e n t l y  
o p e r a t i n g  s u c c e s s f u l l y  in t h e  area.

B e c a u s e  of the a b o v e  r e a s o n s ,  we h e r e b y  ur g e  the 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  o p p o s e  H o u s e  J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  No. 2&.

R e s p e c t f u l l y ,

K i r H  H o e s s l e  
P r e s i d e n t



Citizen*. Council. P.O. Box 78, Denali Park, Alaska 99755

To the Senate Transportation Committee Members*

Denali Citizen's Council is an  all volunteer o r g a n ization star t e d  
in 1974 to act as a watchdog over Denali National Park. W e  are 
not connected w i t h  the National P a r k  Service, but serve as a 
vocal g r o u p  of citizens who detect and publi c i z e  problems 
concerning Denali National Park.

Denali Citizen's Council s t rongly opposes 1ICTR 28. A n o r t h e r n  
route into Kantishna (sometimes linked wi t h  the Healy to M c G r a t h  
road) w o u l d  not be good for Denali National Pa r k  visitors, the 
wildlife, or state tourism. Evarytlme this idea has b e e n  
studied, it has been soundly rejected,

***Studies recommend AGAINST Kantishna d e v e l o p m e n t  ***

The q u e s t i o n  of overcrowding in the Park has be e n  s t u died for 
years b y  the Park Service. In Feb r u a r y  1992 the National Park 
Service r eleased the Denali Access Task Force R e p o r t , w h e r e  the 
second road was the most prominent issue and recom m e n d e d  that a 
new r o a d  into the Kantishna area of Denali National Park is not 
Justified. The task force supported development on the 3outh o i d e  
of Denali and in other parks, (prase release enclosed)

The Kanti s h n a  Resource Management Plan for Denali released in 
July of 1990 states that the Park Service should acquire all 
inholdlngs in the Kantishna Hills under a phased a cquisition 
plan. That "NPS is particularly concerned b y  commercial 
development that would cause a major shift in focus of the p a r k  
experience away from a nature preserve w h ere wildlife v i e w i n g  
along the Denali park road corridor is a prim a r y  resource, to a 
hub for access to commercial recreational facilities.

"If the Kantishna area were to continue to d e v e l o p  unchecked, the 
increase of traffic to that area is inevitable. Without 
restrictions on  the level of traffic, wil d l i f e  viewings w o u l d  
continue to drop. As exemplified by the advertisements of the 
businesses In the local area, the major a t t raction is the 
wildlife v i e w i n g  in Denali. If that we r e  n o  longer available, 
all local businesses would lose revenue, including any facilities 
that had been developed in Kantishna."

The P o r k  Service is committed to buying priva t e l y  held parc e l s  in 
Kantishna to protect valuable wildlife habitat and prevent 
further development. The mining claim acquisition program 
currently has a budget of $8 million, Including $3 m i l l i o n  
appropriated for fiscal 1993. (Boyd Sponaugle, NPS Realty 
Specialist, 257-2534)

*** Southside Denali la the answer

The Denali National Pa r k  General Management Plan discusses 
southslde development as a practical alternative for increased t.
visitor use. "The escalating demands on Denali's resources,
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coupled w i t h  the need to provide a visitor experience equal to 
the resources, Is the the single mo3t critical problem facing 
p a r k  managers. The s olution prese n t e d  in this pl a n  is to expand 
recreational opportunities on the south side of Denali.... 
additional d e m a n d  cannot be accomodated in the existing park road 
corridor w i t hout a significant decline in the visible wildlife, 
b u t  it can be a c c o m modated if the south side Is develeped as an 
alternative d e stination for visitors. Tog e t h e r  the n o rth and 
s o uth sides will offer a large range of v i s i t o r  experiences 
g e a r e d  to the full complement of Denali's outstanding natural 
resources. Developed In this way, the parks should be able to 
meet v i s i t o r  demands for ma n y  years." (pg. 12. General Management 
Plan, 1906) There are currently plans for southside development, 
w h i c h  is a l r e a d y  on road and rail lines. W h y  would the State 
want a v e r y  expensive road into Kantishna federal land wh e n  there 
are options on state controlled land!!!!

*** Environmental Damage to Kantishna ***

"A nor t h e r n  access route through the p a r k  w o u l d  have severe 
environmental impacts. The Stampede Trail crosses the denning 
areas of the Toklat and Savage wolf packs, the winter range of 
the Denali caribou herd, the m a jor movement corridor along the 
Toklat R iver for both wolves and caribou, and many miles of 
prlstine country. The benefits to visitors of having expanded 
services in the nor t h e r n  portion of the pa r k  w o u l d  not justify 
the ecological damage," (page 32, General Management Plan, 1986)

*** NOT A ZERO FISCAL N O T E ! ! *** HJR 28 proposes that the
private sector will build a n e w  road or railroad. The estimates 
from the Dept, of Transportation acknowledge the road w o u l d  cost 
$80-120 million! (Promoter Thomas Engine e r i n g  of Fairbanks 
estimates a railroad at $216 million) H o w  c a n  private Industry 
do this w i t h o u t  State money? They won't. Even though the State
has not done a comprehensive study on the n e e d  for another road
into Kantishna, DOT is spending $200,000 of public money on 
prelim i n a r y  euyluec:x jng otudieo. Tha Alsftlra does not
have righ t - o f - w a y  into Kantishna. The c o n t e s t e d  right-of-way 
a s s e rtions will cost thousands of dollars in litigation.

H J R  28 is based on erroneous information and faulty assumptions, 
and will HARM Denali National Park. H J R  28 is a time w a s ting 
diversion, trying to coerce the Pa r k  Service into overdevelopment 
instead of working on Denali State Park plans, where the state 
w o uld have control and a real solution. Y o u r  vote against H J R  28 
will w i s e l y  encourage development in other parts of the state, 
and n o t  in I C a r v f c i o h n a  whore we tibpH it the least!

S i r  - *

L e  I » V  . W. M J. J. . I.y . w..

Denali Citizen's Council
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F O R  I M M E D I A T E  R E L E A S E  CONTACT: J o h n  Q u i n l e ^ " ^
F e b r u a r y  19, 1992 (^Public A f f a i r s  (90?) 257-2696 \

D E N A L ^ T A S K F O R C ^  f H K t t E H B

A  t a s k  force of h i g h - l e v e l  National P a r k  S e r v i c e  o f f i c i a l s
«

h a s  f o u n d  th a t  w i t h  so m e  improvements, the existing r o a d  in 

D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  pa r k  a n d  P r e s e r v e  is adequate and t h a t  a s e c o n d  

r o a d  t o  Kanti s h n a  is n o t  justified.
 ______________  m m m m m m
T h e  qu e s t i o n  of a s e c o n d  r o a d  wa3 the m o s t  p r o m i n e n t  issue 

for the t a s k  force, w h i c h  w a s  appoi n t e d  last y e a r  b y  J a m e s  

Riden o u r ,  d i r e c t o r  of the N a t i o n a l  Park Service. T h e  

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  is c o n t a i n e d  in t h e  task force's r e p o r t  t o  the 

d i r e c t o r ,  w h i c h  w a s  r e l e a s e d  th i s  week.

T h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  a r e  t h e  opinion o f  t a s k  force members, 

a n d  h a v e  not been e n d o r s e d  b y  R i d e n o u r  or t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of t h e  

Interior.

T h e  t a s k  force w a s  d i r e c t e d  to oxamine h o w  the p a r k  has 

b a l a n c e d  the p r o t e c t i o n  o f  n a t u r a l  resources w i t h  i n c r e a s e d  

p u b l i c  d e m a n d  for ac c e s s  to t h e  pa r k  interior, to c o n s i d e r  the 

s a f e t y  and a d e q u a c y  o f  the e x i s t i n g  pa r k  road, and to c o n s i d e r  

a l t e r n a t i v e  access t o  Kantishna, t h e  m a j o r  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  p r i v a t e  

i n h o l d i n g s  in the pa r k ' s  interior.

P u b l i c  comment, t e s t i m o n y  from private ind u s t r y  a n d  the 
s t a t e  o f  Alaska, a n d  .research into the p a r k ' s  m a n d a t e s  w e r e  used 
to r o a c h  t h e  conclusions. T h e  re c o m m e n d a t i o n s  are a i m e d  at 
p r o t e c t i n g  w i l d l i f e  a n d  o t h e r  p a r k  values, impro v i n g  safety, 
i n c r e a s i n g  visitation, and m a k i n g  pa r k  v i s i t s  e a s i e r  for people.

«
—  M O R E  —



T h e  t a s k  fores supported c o m p l e t i o n  of t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  plans 
for t h e  s o u t h  side o f  Denali, p lans w h i c h  w i l l  e v a l u a t e  s i t e s  for 
a v i s i t o r  center,"trails, and o t her facilities. T h e  four d r a f t  
c o n c e p t s  f o r  d e v e l o p m e n t  were ou t l i n e d  in a w o r k b o o k  ma d e  p u b l i c  
F e b r u a r y  14. Pu b l i c  c o m m e n t  will run t h r o u g h  A p r i l  10, 1992.

T h e  t a s k  force al s o  supported t h e  A l a s k a  R e g i o n ' s  f a c i l i t y  
d e v e l o p m e n t  p r i o r i t i e s  for parks other t h a n  Dfenali, "Investing 
in o t h e r  a r e a s  — ■ w i t h  v i s i t o r  centers, trails, c a m p g r o u n d s  and 
the n e c e s s a r y  admi n i s t r a t i v e  facilities —  w o u l d  b r i n g  A l a s k a  far 
greater, a n d  surer, b e n e f i t s  than w o u l d  e x p a n d e d  facilities in 
the K a n t i s h n a  area," t h e  report concluded.

T h e  m e m b e r s  of t h e  ta s k  force w e r e  J o h n  M- Morehead, 
a s s o c i a t e  d i r e c t o r  for operations, Washington, D.C. (since 
a p p o i n t e d  A l a s k a  r e gional d i r e c t o r ) ? Don C a s t l eberry, regional 
director, N P S  M i d w e s t  Region? Paul Haerfcol, a s s o c i a t e  r egional 
director, A l a s k a  Region; Bob Barbee, s u p e rintendent, Y e l l o w s t o n e  
N a t i o n a l  Park; Russell W. Berry, Jr., s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  Denali 
N a t i o n a l  P a r k  and Preserve; Elmer H e r n a n d e z  and J i m  Straughan, 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  planners, NPS Denver Serv i c e  Center.

—  NPS —
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J / v n i M i if

I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
p e h  W

As one of the premier wildlife viewing areas in the National Park 
System, Denali National Park and Preserve is properly considered 
a m a jor visitor destination for people around the world. More 
than any other attraction, the mountains ar.d wildlife of Denali 
d e f i n e  A l a s k a  for thousands of visitors and'for scores of 
compa n i e s  marketing the Last Frontier.

Like national parks in the Lower 48, Denali has struggled to 
accommodate growing visitation and respect the rights of 
inholders while at the same time has fulfilled its mission to 
protect the wild life, natural processes, and scenery of the pa r k  
for generations to come.

The focus of that struggle has been the 90-mile park road, a 
n a r r o w  ri b b o n  reaching deep into a wilderness valley. The 
b a l a n c e  st r u c k  for the past 20 years —  limited private vehi c l e  
access, p r o v i s i o n  of free public transportation and encouragement 
of i r h o l d e r s  to minimize their use of the park's only road —  
has, for the most part, worked.

This t a s k  force was charged with examining that balance, to 
c o n s i d e r  the safety and adequacy of the park road, and to 
c o n s i d e r  alternative access to Kantishna, the m ajor collection of 
inholdings in the park's interior.

A f t e r  s e v eral public meetings and meetings with state, local and 
b u s i n e s s  organizations, the task force rec o g n i z e d  there e x i s t e d  a 
b r o a d  range of opinion regarding the future of Denali N a tional 
Park. Further, the ta s k  force r ealized that any compromise w h i c h  
m a i n t a i n s  the balance of the Park Service's mission will 
n e c e s s a r i l y  leave some interest groups less than satisfied.

The task force makes the following six primary recommendations to 
the D i r e c t o r  of the Notional Park Service: «

T h e r o  ii no ne e d  for on additional gravel o r  p a v e d  road into 
the Kantiahna area of Danall Nat i o n a l  Park and Preserve. A
n e w  road is not justifiable in terms of its effect on the 
p a r k  purposes or on wildlife. N e i ther is it justifiable 
w i t h  regard to economics or v i s i t o r  services. The park's 
m a j o r  concessioner, large tour companies and smaller 
inh o l d e r  operations oppose both a northern access route and 
m a j o r  changes to the character of the existing road.
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Power Systems:
The system is proposed as an electric traction (powered) railroad similar to 
nearly all the train systems in Europe. These systems facilitate 
communication and power transmission, but until all question relating to 
this concept are cleared, we must also consider diesel-electric. Our current 
plans call for the use of standard gauge rails and couplings to facilitate an 
intertie with the Alaska Railroad. W e  have discussed with the Alaska 
Railroad the utilization of the A.R.R.’s maintenance facilities to reduce 
costs.

The majority ot Alaskan tourism is on a large scale and is growing. This project 
will serve the interests of the large scale segment of the touring industry as well 
as, the self guided tourist will and "eco-tourist". The later represents only a 
small portion of the touring public and mostly those in the economic class that 
can afford the specialized trips.

Til.; proposed route of the Kantishna Railroad provides beautiful Alaskan interior 
viewing and longer and better viewing of the Mt. Mckinley. The route proposed 
does not touch Wilderness Area land. The "product" the Kantishna Railroad will 
carry is Denali National Park, we did not create it, It belongs to the public and 
must be accessible, even to those who are disabled and in their later years or who 
have marginal budgets.

W e  urge you to pass H J R  28. It is essential to the expansion of tourism 
infrastructure in Alaska.

With best regards I am.

Sincerely yours.
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Kantishna Historic Tourism Zone:
K G I  has suggested the creation of a Kantishna Historic Tourism Zone 
(KHTZ). The purpose of this zone would be to create an area in which 
touris. n  facilities could be developed under strict zoning. Several thousand 
acres of land in Kantishna is privately owned, some in patented mining 
claims with more in application for Patent. Tourism operations currently 
exist in Kantishna and others are being planned. The K H T Z  could be a 
manifestation of the concept of "Zones of Confluence" where the statutory 
mandate to the National Park Service to deliver the Parks to the people 
while protecting them could be accomplished. This concept is similar to the 
Primary Tourism Zone suggested by A V A  studies. The K H T Z  could 
produce revenues in the form of user fees, tariffs, rents, taxes etc., 
offsetting its cost of operation.

The K H T Z  would provide the private property inholders in the Park with the 
ability to utilize their holdings for tourism activities while at the same time 
eliminating the need for the N P S  co continue the already implemented, very 
costly program of buying them out. W e  have been advised that the National 
Park Service has some zoning powers.

The Denali Borough could create a special or enterprise zone or even a Port 
Authority in the Kantishna area to be used to control important 
developmental factors such as:
A. Architectural standards. B.Solid waste.
C. Trails and activities on them. D. Quality and safety of area 
developments.
E. Historic Preservation, including the authentic restoration of the 
Kantishna townsite and perhaps the historic Stampede Mine.

Location and Route:
The Kantishna Railroad(KRR) is proposed as an environmentally sound 
and sensible mass transit system creating access to the Park interior along 
a northern route. Approximately 90 miles in length, no portion of the 
railroad route will pass tlirough the wilderness portion of Denali. It will be 
designed for tourism with enough freight capacity to service Park Service, 
inholders and the railroad operations in the Kantishna area.

True Access To The Pari ;
Passenger coaches and terminals will have full handicapped access in 
compliance with the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(A.D.A.) and will bring m a n y  benefits to our operation. W e  feel Eco- 
Tourism is not just for the physically fit. The majority of Alaskan visitors 
feel a very close relationship to the land even though they m a y  not be 
physically able to hike over it.

Environmental Conservation and Recycling:
The control of sewage and solid waste will be accomplished through the use 
of low water, foam operated toilets coupled to composting systems. This 
process will dramatically reduce the use of water and reduce potentially 
hazardous sanitary problems. Solid waste control will, be through a 
vigorous and up-to-date recycling program and use of the proposed regional 
facility at Nenana, now being planned.
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To correct this problem it has been suggested a second road be created, but as 
visitor volume has grown, so has the potential for damage a road might do to the 
Park eco-systems.

The 1965 Federal law on Park concessions states;"Congress hereby fin d s  the 
preservation o f p a rk  values requires such public accommodations, fac ilitie s and  
services as have to be provided in  those areas should be provided under ca re fu lly  
contro lled safeguards against unregulated and indiscrim inate use, so tha t heavy 
v isita tion  not undu ly im pa ir these values. . ” . A  second road would be clearly in 
conflict with the intent of this statement.

Solution:
The Kantishna Group Incorporated has proposed the construction of a tourism 
railroad from-Lignite to Kantishna, Alaska. The project would include the 
construction of terminal facilities at each end of the railroad and would be 
financed privately.

The Kantishna Railroad would provide the controlled and discriminating access 
and distinctly different tourism activities necessary for the Park service to support 
this signifieant change in the 75 year operation of Denali National Park.

Alaska, is a popular destination, it is safe, accessible, quick to reach by air or sea, 
has no terrorism, English is spoken and no currency conversion are required. 
Alaska has spent a great deal of money on marketing and now sees the visitor / 
tourism industry as the third largest sector of its private economy with a growth 
rate of 4 %  to 7%. Highway visitor volume rose by 20% in 1992.

Mitigating adverse impact of traffic on Park road:
A  rail / utility corridor along the northern routing suggested by KGI, will 
provide discriminating and controlled public access to Kantishna. This 
will allow the N P S  to exercise controls on the Park road and reduce the 
impact on the adjacent wilderness area. High trainc volume on the 
existing road causes an adverse impact on the wildlife in the wilderness 
area of Denali.

The Kantishna Railroad built on said rail utility corridor will eliminate the 
"choke" point and provide high quality low impact access into the Park. It 
will re-focus tours for viewing Mt. Mckinley, historic preservation, 
conservation education, outdoor recreation and wildlife. It will eliminate 
the adverse impact on wildlife. It would be foolhardy to conclude that 
visitor volumes or tourism will decrease over the next thirty years. It is 
irresponsible for tourism to be constrained by a lack of infrastructure or to 
be discounted as a major factor in Alaska'3 jconomy.

Zoning
A  Kantishna Historic Tourism Zone (KHTZ) could provide a mechanism for 
zoning privately held land in the Kantishna region. It could be organized 
as a special zoning district of the Denali Borough or as a Fort Authority of 
the Borough. Agreements could be made between the Borough and the 
NPS, as in other states for the Park Service to enforce policies established by 
the Borough. Clearly, the Kantishna region is a special place where 
assessments of the historic places and objects should be made and historic 
preservation and authentic restoration should be undertaken.
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Kantishna Group Incorporated
Post Office Box 71047, Fairbanks, Alaska 99707 

Tel: 907-456-7906 Fax:970451-6494

March 22,1993

Senate Transportation Committee
Senator Bert Sharp, Chairman
Sen Phillips, Vice Chairman
Members: Sen. Kelly, Sen. Kertula, Sen. Lincoln.
State Capitol Building 
Juneau, Alaska 99801- 1182

Dear Senatoi Sharp:

W e  wish to thank the members of the Senate Transportation Committee for their 
good work on behalf of Alaska and especially for their consideration of H J R  28.

Quoting Chapter 1 of Title 16 of Federal law which establishes the National Park 
Service. " The Service ... shall promote and regulate the use of Federal areas 
known as...national parks, monuments and reservations... by such means and 
measures as to conform to the fundamental purpose of said parks, monuments 
and reservations, which purpose is to conserve the scenery and the natural and 
historic objects and wild life therein and to provide for the enjoyment of the same 
in a manner and by such a means as will leave them unimpaired for the 
enjoyment o f future generations. "

H.TR28 urges the Governor and the executive branch to be aggressive in their 
resolve to enhance the Mt. Mckinley experience by developing environmentally 
sound access into the Kantishna Area and the establishment of a Kantishna 
Visitor Activity Zone. It further resolves that appropriate State agpncies work 
with the National Park Service and interested members of the public and private 
sectors to investigate establishing a rail utility corridor into Kantishna in which 
the private sector could construct and operate a transportation system and other 
facilities that would serve the public needs and, it further resolves that all levels of 
the government should persue necessary studies, land acquisition processes and 
other necessary permits to accomplish the above stated goals.

Contrary to statements in opposition to this resolution, H J R  28 has no fiscal note 
and does not mention the construction of roads. It does however, present a logical 
concept which addresses the problems facing Denali National Park and the 
impact of those problems have on the growth of tourism in the State of Alaska.

W e  support H J R  28 and submit the following as background information 
supporting the creation of a rail utility corridor into Denali National Park:

Problems in Denali:
W h e n  Denali National Park was expanded in the 1980's and Denali became a 
Park and Preserve and a Wilderness Area. Inholders maintained their rights of 
access for themselves and their guests. The original Park became Wilderness, 
with the exception of the existing park road which bisects it. If effect, there are 
two Wilderness Areas. The road was built to access the Park interior by the N P S  
and not to handle thousands of busses each season it is said to have reached its 
"carrying capacity".
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D E N A L I  B O R O U G H ,  A L A S K A

R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 9 3 - 0 2

A  R E S O L U T I O N  E N D O R S I N G  T H E  C R E A T I O N  O F  A  R A I L R O A D / U T I L I T Y  
C O R R I D O R  F O R  D E N A L I  N A T I O N A L  P A R K  A C C E S S .

W H E R E A S ,  D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  i s  t h e  t o p  v i s i t o r  d e s t i n a t i o n  i n  A l a s k a ,  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  is a  c r i t i c a l  e l e m e n t  i n  t h e  A l a s k a  V i s i t o r  
I n d u s t r y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  St a t e ,  and.

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  c u r r e n t  l i m i t s  o n  a c c e s s  i n t o  D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  r e s t r i c t  m a n y
v i s i t o r s  a n d  r e s i d e n t s  f r o m  e n t e r i n g  t h e  P a r k  t h a t  w o u l d  l i k e  to, a n d

W H E R E A S ,  l a c k  o f  a c c e s s  t o  D e n a l i  c r e a t e s  a b o t t l e n e c k  i n  t h e  v i s i t o r /  
t o u r i s m  d e l i v e r y  s y s t e m  o f  A l a s k a ,  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  n o  a d d i t i o n a l  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  P a r k  i s  i n c l u d e d  in  t h e  
S o u t h  D e n a l i  C o n c e p t  P l a n  n o w  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  ; d

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e  " D e n a l i  T a s k  F o r c e  R e p o r t "  r e l e a s e d  in
1 9 9 2  d i d  n o t  p r o v i d e  f o r  a n y  i m m e d i a t e  i n c r e a s e  in t h e  c a p a c i t y  o n  t h e  
c u r r e n t  n o r t h  e n t r a n c e  r o ad, a n d

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e  " D e n a l i  T a s k  F o r c e  R e p o r t "  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  
r a i l  a c c e s s  c o n c e p t  a s  c a p t i v a t i n g ,  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  K a n t i s h n a  G r o u p  Inc. h a s  p r o p o s e d  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  s o u n d ,  
s e n s i b l e ,  i n n o v a t i v e ,  a n d  u n i q u e  t o u r i s m  r a i l r o a d  b e t w e e n  H e a l y  a n d  K a n t i s h n a  
t o  p r o v i d e  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  g r o w i n g  n u m b e r s  of  A l a s k a n  v i s i t o r s ,  a n d

A N D  W H E R E A S ,  t h e  D e n a l i  B o r o u g h  a n d  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  w i t h i n  it, w i l l  b e n e f i t  
f r o m  p e r m a n e n t  j o b s  a n d  e t h e r  e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t y  c r e a t e d  b y  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  
o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  K a n t i s h n a  G r o u p  I n c . ' s  r a i l r o a d ;

N O W  T H E R E F O R E  B E  I T  R E S O L V E D :  t h a t  t h e  D e n a l i  B o r o u g h  A s s e m b l y  a n d  M a y o r
s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t s  t h e  K a n t i s h n a  G r o u p  I n c . ' s  p l a n s  t o  c o n s t i u c t  a n d  o p e r a t e  
a  g e n e r a l  p u r p o s e  t o u r i s m  r a i l r o a d  i n t o  D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  P a r k .

F U R T H E R  B E  I T  R E S O L V E D :  t h a t  t h e  D e n a l i  B o r o u g h  A s s e m b l y  a n d  M a y o r
e n c o u r a g e s  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e  a t  D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  P a r k ,  t h e  R e g i o n a l  
a n d  N a t i o n a l  l e v e l s ,  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  i t s  G o v e r n o r ,  L e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  
N a t i o n a l  D e l e g a t i o n ,  t o  g i v e  f u l l  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  R a i l r o a d  
U t i l i t y  C o r r i d o r  a s  p r o p o s e d  b y  t h e  K a n t i s h n a  G r o u p  Inc. a s  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  s o u n d  a n d  s e n s i b l e  m e a n s  o f  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  P a r k  t o  b e t t e r  
s e r v e  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  t h e  W o r l d .

P A S S E D  a n d  A P P R OVED, b y  t h e  D E N A L I  B O R O U G H  A S S E M B L Y  t h i s  1 4 t h  d a y  o f  F e b r u a r y ,
1 9 9 3 .
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TITLE: Support Kantishna Area DATE: March 3, 1993
Tourism Development

D O T & P F  supports improved access to the Kantishna Area. It would relieve 
the bottleneck that exists around the existing entrance to Denali National 
Park. That bottleneck has resulted in escalating land use, traffic, and tourism 
capacity problems. The fact that people travel to the state and are 
unsuccessful in adequately accessing Denali National Park, including Mt. 
McKinley, reflects poorly on the state's tourism industry rather than on the 
National Park Service.

Improved access to the Kantishna Area would allow expansion of the tourist 
industry by making quality Mt. McKinley viewing accessible to large numbers 
of people. Such use would be non-consumptive, would satisfy an existing 
demand (much of which is currently not satisfied), and would impact a small 
percentage of Denali National Park (much of which has previously been 
developed to support mining).

D O T & P F  is proceeding with a location study for improved access to 
Kantishna. This resolution would offer substantial support to our effort.
That would be valuable as we develop this project within Denali National 
Park. Rail is one of the alternative modes that will be considered. If, through 
the Federal-Aid location/environmental process, the N E P A  process and the 
A N I L C A  Title XI process, it is identified as the preferred alternative, D O T & P F  
would advocate its development.

D O T & P F  is opposed to selection of a preferred alternative until the 
location/environmental process has satisfactorily completed. Such a 
premature decision would jeopardize Federal-Aid funding (to the extent it 
would be applicable) and would jeopardize the process of securing necessary 
rights of w a y  within Denali National Park.

For Further Information contact Katy McHugh at 465-3900.
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S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  F O R  H J R  28

E s t a b l i s h i n g  r a i l  a c c e s s  a n d  a v i s i t o r  a r e a  i n  K a n t i s h n a  w o u l d  
h e l p  s o l v e  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  o v e r c r o w d i n g  a n d  l i m i t e d  a c c e s s  t h a t  
D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  is n o w  s u f f e r i n g .  A  r a i l  c o r r i d o r  w o u l d  
p r o v i d e  f o r  c o n t r o l l e d  p u b l i c  a c c e s s ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  p r o b l e m s  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  r o a d  a c c e s s ,  in a n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  s o u n d  m a n n e r .

R a i l  a c c e s s  t o  D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  a d d s  v i s i t o r  c a p a c i t y  and 
it c r e a t e s  a n e w  w a y  o f  e x p e r i e n c i n g  t h e  park. P r i v a t e  s e c t o r  
c a p i t a l  w o u l d  b e  u s e d  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  of a 
r a i l r o a d  u s i n g  t h i s  a c c e s s  c o r r i d o r .  T h e  j o b s  c r e a t e d  w o u l d  h e l p  
t o  s t a b i l i z e  a n d  d i v e r s i f y  t h e  A l a s k a n  e c o n o m y  at  a t i m e  w h e n  t h e y  
w i l l  b e  n e e d e d  t o  o f f s e t  d e c l i n i n g  o i l  r e v e n u e s .

A l a s k a ' s  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  m u s t  t a k e  a p h i l o s o p h i c a l  t u r n .  We  
m u s t  s t a r t  e n c o u r a g i n g  a n d  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  e f f o r t s  of  t h e  p r i v a t e  
s e c t o r  w h e n  t h e y  f e e l  t h e y  c a n  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  e c o n o m i c  w e l l­
b e i n g  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  st a t e .  C n e  s u c h  e f f o r t  is o u t l i n e d  in H J R  28. 
T h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  is a s k i n g  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  b e  s u p p o r t i v e  o f  t h e  
p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  in i t s  e f f o r t s  t o  p r o v i d e  t o u r i s m  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to 
t h e  v i s i t o r s  o f  A l a s k a .  B y  l o o k i n g  i n t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of 
e s t a b l i s h i n g  a r a i l  u t i l i t y  c o r r i d o r  t h a t  c o u l d  b e  l e a s e d  f r o m  the 
s t a t e  b y  t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  a s  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a v i s i t o r  a c t i v i t y  
a r e a  in K a n t i s h n a ,  w e  c a n  a c c o m p l i s h  this.

District 30
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FISCAL NOTE
1993 L E G I S I A T I V E  S E S S I O N
Revision Date: Original
Title; Supporting increase access near Mt. McKinley

STATE OF ALASKA B I L L  N O .  H . m  28

Dept. Affected: Natural Resources 
BRU: Resource Development 
Component: Land Development

Sponsor Representative Brice
Requestor House Transportation Committee 

Expenditures/Revenues:

COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

(Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 98 FY 99

PERSONAL SERVICES 
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0 0

1 CAPITAL 0. 0 0 0 0 0

1 REVENUE FUND SOURCE: N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

1C02 FEDERAL RECEIPTS 
1003 GF MATCH 
1C04 GF
1005 GF/PROG RECEIPTS
1006 GF/MHTIA 
OTHER
TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

Estimate of current year (FY 93) Impact $ None

ANALYSIS: (A ttach a separate page if necessary.)
There has long been an interest in providing a transportation route into the north side o f Mt. McKinley. This resolution supports 
those efforts by having interested members of the public and private sectors work w ith appropriate state agencies and the 
National Park Service to accomplish that goal.

Prepared By: Ron Swanson 
Division: Land____________ -< 2_ Phone: 762-2692

Approved by Commissioner: Glenn A. Olds 
Agency: Natural Resources____________

Date: March 4. 1993

Date:

P R E P A R E R  T O  P R O V I D E  A L L  D I S T R I B U T I O N  C O P I E S  T O  G O V E R N O R ’S L E G I S L A T I V E  O F F I C E
F o r fu r th e r  d l i ln b u tto n  in fo rm a tio n , c a ll  th e  G overnor'*  L e fia la tJv a  Offlco
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