
A L A S K A  LEGISLATURE COMMITTEE FILES 1993-1994
8506 SENATE TRANSPORTATION o



• • • -  • ' * . V '

RECORDS
CERTIFICATION

I, the undersigned, an employee of the State of Alaska, do hereby certify 

that the microfilm images on this microform are accurate reproductions 

of the original records of the State of Alaska as accumulated during the 

regular course of business, and that it is the established policy and practice 

o f this State to microfilm its records and to dispose of the original records

after microfilm reproductions have been made.

/^Signature of Camera Operator
1

Date

02-519 (REV 8 /78 )





OUlcial llusiness

Alaska State Legislature
Senato r Dave Donley

Stutc Capitol 

Juneau, A K  99801-1182

SPONSOR STATEMENT

Senate Resolution 4

Reducing Automobile Em issions Inspections 
in Alaska to Every Two Years

Senate Resolution 4 requests the federal government to reduce 
automobile inspections in Alaska to every two years. Requiring yearly 
emission inspections is expensive and unnecessary. California, with the 
toughest emission standards in the country, only requires inspections 
every two years.

Requiring biennial automobile inspections will save money for motor 
vehicle owners and reduce the administrative burden on state and local 
governments.
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A M E N D M E N T

OFFERED IN THE SENATE 

TO: SR 4 BY THE SENATE
TRANSPORTATION

COMMITTEE

Page 1. line 14-15:

Delete "WHEREAS requiring automobile em issions inspections 
every two years would still provide adequate air pollution control;"
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SENATE RESOLUTION  NO. 4 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

EIGHTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 
B Y  S E N A T O R S  D O N L E Y ,  Lincoln

Introduced: 2/14/94

Referred: TRA, J U D

A RESOLUTION

1 Requesting the federal government to reduce automobile emissions inspections in

2 Alaska to every two years.

3 BE IT  RESOLVED  BY  THE SENATE:

4 W HEREAS the federal government requires that the State o f Alaska establish annual
5 automobile emissions inspection programs in certain areas o f Alaska; and
6 W HEREAS annual automobile emissions inspections impose a substantial cost burden
7 on automobile owners; and
8 W HEREAS some states have programs that require automobile emissions inspections
9 every two years; and

10 W HEREAS conducting automobile emissions inspections every two years would
11 achieve substantial cost savings fo r automobile owners in the state; and
12 W HEREAS biennial automobile emissions inspections would reduce the administrative
13 burden on the state, local governments, and citizens o f Alaska; and
1 4  W HEREAS requiring automobile emissions-irispeetions every two years would still <
15 provide. adequate air po llution control;  ___________________________________ _— -
16 BE IT  RESO LV ED  that the Alaska State Senate respectfully requests the federal

SR0004n -1- S R  4
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government to allow the State o f Alaska to require automobile emissions inspections every 
two years in those areas where automobile emissions inspection programs must be established.

COPIES o f this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable A1 Gore, Jr., Vice-President 
o f the United States and President o f the U.S. Senate; the Honorable Carol M. Browner, 
Administrator, Environmental Protection Agency; the Honorable Robert C. Byrd, President Pro 
Tempore o f the U.S. Senate; the Honorable Thomas S. Foley, Speaker o f the U.S. House o f 
Representatives; and to the Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Frank iMurkowski, U.S. 
Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U.S. Representative, members o f the Alaska 
delegation in Congress.



CERTIFICATION

I, the undersigned, an employee of the State of Alaska, do hereby certify 

that the microfilm images on this microform are accurate reproductions 

of the original records of the State of Alaska as accumulated during the 

regular course of business, and that it is the established policy and practice 

of this S..ate to microfilm its records and to dispose of the original records 

after microfilm reproductions have been made.

/ / / 4 / V ;

Date





217 Second Street Suite 200 « Juneau. Alaska 99801 •  Tel (907)586-1325. Fax (907)463-W6C

February 11, 1993

TO: Representative Harley Olberg, Chair 
and
Member, House Committee on Com and Regional Affairs

FROM: Kent E. Swisher, Executive Director

RE. SS HB 1 - Establishing a motor vehicle recycling grant fund and registration 
fee

The Alaska Municipal League supports SS HB 1, which would establish a grant fund to 
help municipalities pay the costs associated with recycling wrecked, junk, and abandoned 
motor vehicles. The bill also calls for the imposition of a minimal recycling registration fee 
to fund the program.

By a vote of its members in November 1992, the League adopted both a resolution 
supporting the creation of a motor vehicle recycling grant fund (Resolution 93-6, copy 
attached) and Policy Statement support. The 1993 Policy Statement (Part I, D.4, page 10) 
includes the following statement:

Abandoned Motor Vehicle Fund The League supports legislai on that 
would fund the Abandoned Motor Vehicle Fund through a $5.00 registration 
fee increase for all vehicles registered in the State of Alaska and the 
disbursement of those funds to communities and municipalities for the 
disposal of abandoned motor vehicles.

Increasing numbers of abandoned vehicles and the increasing costs of disposing of such 
vehicles in an environmentally responsible manner and in accordance with EPA regulations 
have unduly burdened local governments. Imposing a minimal registration fee to provide 
grants to cover the costs of motor vehicle recycling will spread the burden more equitably 
among all vehicle owners.

The Alaska Municipal League also supports the concept of SS HB 1 as part of its overall 
commitment to solid waste reduction (1993 Policy Statement, Part VI, B.4, page 48) and 
urges the committee to approve the bill.

Enclosure

cc: Representative Gail Phillips

LEG333.hOl 211



DIVISION OF LEGAL SERVICES

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 
STATE OF ALASKA

1007) -105:1067 nr 465-2450 
FAX (007) 465-2020 
Mtiil Stop .1101

130 Seward Street, Suite 400 
Juneau, Alaska 09801-2105

M E M O R A N D U M March 30, 1993

SUBJECT:

TO:

FROM :

Sectional Summary o f CSSSHB l(C R A )

Representative Gail Phillips

Michael F. Ford 
Legislative Counsel

You have requested a sectional summary o f the above-described bill.

As a preliminary matter, note that a sectional summary o f a bill should not be 
considered an authoritative interpretation o f the bill and the bill itself is the best 
statement o f its contents. If you would like an interpretation o f the bill as it may 
apply to a particular set o f circumstances, please advise.

Section 1. Intent section.

Section 2. Imposes a $2 fee upon registration o f a motor vehicle. Provides that the 
legislature may appropriate the money collected as fees to cover the cost o f 
transporting junk or abandoned motor vehicles to recycling centers.

Section 3. Establishes the motor vehicle recycling grant fund. Provides that grants 
may be made to municipalities for the purpose o f transporting junk or abandoned 
motor vehicles to recycling centers.

Section 4. Effective date.

MFF:gc
93-289.glc

H H n n H i

SECTIONAL SUMMARY



A laska State Legislature
House of Representatives

S ta te  C ap ito l 
J u n e a u . A laska 9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2  

(907) 10 5 -3 7 1 8

H o u se  M a jo r i ty  L e a d e r

TO: S e n a te  T ra n sp o rta tio n  C om m ittee
FR O M : R ep re sen ta tiv e  G ail P h illip s

RE: S ponsor's  S ta te m e n t CSSSH B l(CR A )
(R ecycling Ju n k e d  an d  A bandoned  V ehicles)

P re s e n t A lask a  law  does no t provide for a s ta te  p ro g ram  of m un ic ip a l 
g ra n ts  fo r recycling  ju n k e d  an d  abandoned  vehicles. H B 1 w ould c rea te  
a su ch  a p ro g ra m  by ch arg in g  a n  a n n u a l fee to  vehicle o w ners a t  th e  
tim e  of veh icle  re g is tra tio n  an d  by c rea tin g  a  fund  in  th e  D e p a rtm e n t of 
T ra n sp o r ta tio n  a n d  P ub lic  F acilities  for th e  pu rpose  of p rov id ing  g ra n ts  
to  m u n ic ip a litie s  for tra n sp o r tin g  such  vehicles to  recycling  cen ters .

T he p ro g ra m  se t fo rth  in  HB 1 would add  a recycling fee of $2 to  th e  
a n n u a l veh icle  re g is tra tio n  fee. DM V cu rren tly  e s tim a te s  n ea rly  
490,000 vehicles a re  reg is te red  in  th e  s ta te  w hich  w ould y ie ld  
ap p ro x im ate ly  $980,000 an n u a lly  to go in to  th e  g en e ra l fund. T he bill 
also  c re a te s  a  m u n ic ip a l recycling g ra n t fund. T he le g is la tu re  w ould 
a p p ro p r ia te  m oney  from  th e  g en era l fund  in to  th e  m u n ic ip a l recycling 
g r a n t  fund  from  w hich  th e  D e p a rtm e n t of T ra n sp o r ta tio n / P ub lic  
F ac ilitie s  w ould allocate g ra n ts  to m unicipalities.

S ev era l m u n ic ip a litie s  have p a rtic ip a ted  in p ro g ram s for th e  rem oval of 
veh ic les on th e i r  own or in  conjunction  w ith  s ta te -sp o n so red  
"beautification" efforts. O th er m un ic ipa lities  h av e  p a rtic ip a ted  in  a 
fed e ra l p ro g ra m  ad m in is te red  by th e  D ep 't of T ran sp o rta tio n /P u b lic  
F acilities . D u rin g  th e  la s t  decade, over 7,000 vehicles h av e  been  rem oved 
from  public  ro ad s  u n d e r  th e  fede ra l p rog ram , w ith  g ra n ts  to ta llin g  
$522,000. H ow ever, con tinued  ' u n d in g  of th e  fed era l p ro g ram  is 
u n c e r ta in .



Sponsor S ta te m e n t HB 1 p. 2

R u ra l m u n ic ip a litie s  a re  p a rticu la rly  p leased  w ith  th is  leg is la tio n  a s  it  
w ill provide th e m  w ith  th e  necessary  fu n d s  to  a d d re ss  a  sev ere  p roblem  
in  ru ra l  A lask a  - th e  in ab ility  to g e t r id  of ju n k e d  an d  ab an d o n ed  vehicles 
in  a re a s  fa r  rem oved from  recycling cen ters . T h is  concep t h a s  th e  
su p p o rt of th e  A laska  M unic ipal L eague, th e  A lask a  E n v iro n e m tn a l 
Lobby an d  th e  K enai P en in su la  Borough.

R ep re sen ta tiv e s  of th e  D ep’t  of T ran sp o rta tio n  a n d  P ublic  S afe ty  an d  th e  
D ep 't of P ub lic  S afety  a re  h e re  to an sw er any  questions.
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Department of Transportation 
and Public Facilities

POSITION  
PAPER

BILL NO : CS SS HB 1
T ITLE : M oto r Vehicle Recyclin

G rant Fund and Fee

APPROVED :
DATE: March 31, 1993

The department endorses this b ill fo r it serves to p rov ide a permanent, statewide 
so lu tion  to a w idespread prob lem . W ith a little coordination it w ill supplement and 
continue an abar loned vehicle rem ova l p rogram  that this departm ent has 
adm inistered fo r iu  <rly 20 years.

The Federal H ighway Adm inistration provides that states m ay use a portion  o f their 
federa l-a id  highway funding fo r the removal o f abandoned vehicles from  w ithin and 
along federa l-a id  highways. Since inception, the department has paid fo r the removal 
o f approxim ate ly 7,000 vehicles at a cost o f about $500,000. This p rogram  has two 
p rincipa l lim itations vis-a-vis the program  defined in CS SS HB 1; first, it is lim ited to 
on ly  federa l-aid  highways, and second, it may on ly  used fo r a one-time rem ova l with 
the project sponsor obligated to maintain the "clean" status o f such highways in 
perpetuity . The program  has been offered to municipalities as a grant p rog ram , and the 
communities o f Anchorage, Fairbanks N orth  Star Bo. ough, M atanuska-Susitna 
Borough , Juneau, Ketchikan, Sitka and W range ll have participated to date.

Based upon ou r experience, the average cost o f picking up an abandoned vehicle has 
been a little m ore than $70 over the past 18 years; however based upon m ore recent 
project costs (since 1991) the per vehicle charge is about 5200. This implies that the 
M oto r Vehicle Recycling G rant Fund w ill generate funding sufficient to rem ove 
app rox im ate ly 107o o f a ll vehicles registered within the state. This assumes an average 
life o f 10 years per vehicle.

10 years *52 .00  annual fee = S20.00 per vehicle life
$20 /  $200 per vehicle to pick up = 10% o f a ll vehicles removed.

For Further Information contact Katy Mclinch at ‘165-3900.



« Department o f  Transportation & Public Facilities Page 2

B ILL  NO : CS SS HB 1
TITLE: M otor Vehicle Recycling G rant Fund and Fee

DATE: March 31, 1993

The department, in  adm inistering the b ill, intends to p rom u lgate regulations 
addressing the adm in istration o f the program . Some method o f a llocating the funds to 
municipal entities, based upon such factors as total registered m otor vehicles in a 
jurisdiction, the local cost o f recycling, and the estimated num ber o f cars to be picked up 
w ou ld  be developed . The objective w ou ld  be to allocate a ll availab le funding on an 
annual basis, in b locks sufficient to ensure it is used effectively. For example, in a given 
community it may be best to allocate funding once every 3 o r 4 years, rather than lesser 
amounts annua lly , given the mobilization and logistic costs associated w ith the 
p rogram .
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T ITLE: "An Act relating to motor

vehicle registration"

BILL NO: CSSSHd 1

CONTACT: C.E. Swackhammer
Deputy Commissioner 
465-4322

D A . E : March 16, 1993

CSSSHB 1 would amend Alaska’ s motor vehicle registration law by imposing a $2.00 
fee on each motor vehicle registration or registration renewal. These funds would be 
available to provide grants to municipalities to recycle junked or abandoned vehicles.
The fee would be applied to all vehicles registered except trailers; trailers are not 
included because the bill addresses "motor vehicles" rather than "vehicles". Registration 
forms will be revised to indicate the new fee and a new revenue account w ill be 
established to identify the fees collected under this bill.

The Division registered approximately 488,937 motor vehicles during 1992.

The Department o f Public Safety supports this bill.

L. Burton 
Commissioner



Resolution of the Alaska Municipal League
Resolution No. 93-6

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING FUNDING OF THE ABANDONED MOTOR 
VEHICLE FUND THROUGH A REGISTRATION FEE INCREASE FOR 

ALL VEHICLES AND THE DISBURSEMENT OF THOSE FUNDS 
FOR THE DISPOSAL OF ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLES

WHEREAS, there are more than 400,000 vehicles now registered in the State of 
Alaska, and

WHEREAS, the number of wrecked, junk, and abandoned automobiles has 
increased dramatically in the past few years, thus placing a severe strain on local 
municipalities and communities and their ability to dispose of these vehicles in all oarts 
of Alaska, and

WHEREAS, Section 28.11.080 of the Motor Vehicle Laws of Alaska provides for 
"disposal facilities," and

WHEREAS, Section 28.11.110 of the Motor Vehicle Laws of Alaska provides for an 
"abandoned motor vehicle fund" and the "disbursement of those funds to municipalities 
upon presentation of a voucher for r ayment of services rendered," and

WHEREAS, the fund has not been financed as intended by previous legislatures 
and provided for within the statutes, and

WHEREAS, the cost of proper disposal of these vehicles as required by the U. S. 
Environmental Protection Agency regulations now averages considerably more than when 
the law was first written, thus causing an undue burden on the resources of local 
governments and communities, and

WHEREAS, there has been very little attention given to the funding of an 
abandoned vehicle disposal program on a statewide basis;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska Municipal League urges the 
Alaska Legislature and the Governor to pass legislation to authorize an increase of $5.00 
per vehicle in the registration fee for all vehicles registered in the State of Alaska.
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Introduced by:Date:
Action:
Vote:

P. 01

Torgerson, 
Glick, Reilly 

03/02/92 Adopted 
Unanimous

KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH 
RESOLUTION > : 21

A RESOLUT ION  SUPPORTING STATE LEG ISLATION RELATING  TO 
M OTOR VEH ICLE  RECYCLING  REG ISTRATION  FEES

WHEREAS, HB 1 has been introduced in the State Legislature creating a Motor Vehicle 
Recycling Grant Fund and requiring the collection o f a $2.00 recycling 
registration fee to provide revenue for the program; and

WHEREAS, abandoned and junk vehicles can be found littered throughout Alaska; and

W HEREAS, municipalities do not generally have excess funds to deal with the collection and 
recycling o f these vehicles; and

W HEREAS, these vehicles frequently have batteries and motor oil that tend to leak when left 
to degenerate over the years, and have the potential for ground water 
contamination; and

W HEREAS, the recycling and reuse o f the scrap metal is the most beneficial use o f this 
resource; and

W HEREAS, recycling eliminates the need to occupy valuable and costly landfill space; and

W HEREAS, it is appropriate for users to pay for the eventual recycling o f automobiles;
NOW , THEREFORE , BE IT  RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KENA I
PENINSULA BOROUGH :
Scctloa 1. That the Borough Assembly supports and urges passage o f House B ill 1, creating

the Motor Vehicle Recycling Grant Fund.

Section 2. That the Borough Assembly encourages the legislature to make the annual
appropriation o f revenue collected from this program to the Motor Vehicle 
Recycling Grant Fund.

Section 3. That the Clerk shall send copies o f this resolution to Governor Waller Hickel,
Senators Suzanne Little, Judith Salo, Georjanna Lincoln, and Fred Zharoff, 
House Representatives Gail Phillips, Mike Navarre, Gary Davis, Irene Kay

**.. I . . . . u  iWnuch. Alaska Resolution 93*21 
Page 1 of 2



Rewlutioo 93-21 Page 2 of 2Ktoai Penioaula Borough, AlMka

Nicholia and C liff Davidson; and to the House State Affairs Committee.

Section 4. That this resolution takes effect immediately upon its adoption.

ADOPTED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH ON TH IS 
2nd DAY OF MARCH 1993.

ATTEST:

Betty J. Glick, Assembly President

Clerk



Alaska Environmental Lobby, Inc.
P.O. Box 221S1 Juneau, Alaska 99802 907-463-3366

TESTIMONY 
HB 1 Motor Vehicle Recycling Fund

Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, my name is Irene Morris. I am from Juneau 

and I am presently a volunteer with the Alaska Environmental Lobby. The Lobby is a coalition of 

20 Alaskan environmental groups.

The Alaska Environmental Lobby supports HB 1, an act establishing a motor vehicle grant fund. 

This act would help ensure that junked and abandoned cars and trucks would be removed from 

state and municipal roadways. HB 1 would help relieve us of one of our more visible solid 

waste problems, as well as the potential safety and hazardous waste dangers which accompany 

these vehicles. It would also aide in keeping reuseable scrap metal out of our landfills.
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Thank you. 
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Junk-car problem keeps piling up
8v  ANNABEL LUNO'vt .'W g

Junked cars abandoned Jior.2 
roadsides, park lands and on private 
property are unsightly langerous 
and an expensive neadacr.e tor gov- 
errm ent ifficials and pnvate lana- 
iwners alike

I: s a pretty discouraging on'tv 
■e.T. Sometimes I think people s ca-< 
break coun and :ne> just walk o:: 
and leave them  for us to clean up 
It s jus: plain irresponsibility saio 
Debra pVrves environmental ana 
zoning inspector for the city-bor- 
Mgn.

Pur.es is charged with disposing 
of the SO or so vehicles abandoned on 
municipal property and state rigr.ts 
of way eacn year I t s  a complicated 
process involving more than just 
calling - and paying -  a wrecker to 
naul the junker away She also has to 
track down the last’ 'eg istered  own­
er advertise her intent to .mpouna 
tr.e-vehicle and try  to aeterm ine wr.o 
aumped the wreck to cite mem for 
littering

Private property owners who find 
abandoned vehicles on their land 
must dispose of the junkers

"It can be irritating tor private 
property owners to find out mey 
have to pay to get rid of someone s 
abandoned vehicle Anyone wno 
owns a big parking lot -  mall own­
ers for example - can nave a real

‘ It'-- a pretty discouraging problem. Sometimes 1 ’ 
think people's cars break down and they just walk o ff 
and leave them for us to clean up. It's just plain irre­
sponsibility

- D o b r a  P u r v o s ,  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  z o n i n g  inspector

pr c.er. They call ip  to complain 
that a car nas been abandoned in 
their .at anu I have to tell them it's 
tneir responsibility to remove it." 
Purves said.

The number of abandoned vehi­
cles on private and public property 
nas increased since the bottom 
dropped out of the metals recycling 
market, causing businesses that had 
accented junked cars for free to 
cr.arge tor me service. Purves said.

It costs between *25 and *75 to get 
rid of a junked vehic e at the two 
businesses .n Juneau that accept 
tnem E iL  Auto and Channel Sanita­
tion Corp That s still cheaper than 
the *200 fine for littering that vehicle 
owners may be asked to pay if 
P u r.e s  can catch them.

Legally the registered owner is 
responsible for disposing of the car 
properly , no m atter wno may have 
bought the vehicle without transfer­
ring the title or who actually aban­
doned me car or truck, she said.

Even :f you do find the last reg

istered owner they II tell you. Oh. 1 
sold it to so-and-so. or I gave it to 
so-and-so.' They pass the buck and it 
can be pretty  aggravating. Of 
course, those excuses are probably 
true most of the time. Thai s why it's 
so important for people to follow up 
on the legal paperwork when the: 
sell or give their cars away." sh t 
said. ,

The vehicle s last registered own­
er is tracked aown using the vehicle 
identification number that may be 
found on a couple of places on every 
vehicle.

The police departm ent's litter of­
ficer helps Purves track down me 
owners, but sne estim ates only about 
5 percent are ever found.

The city-bore’igh spends about 
*4.000 to *6.000 a year getting rid of 
the worst offending vehicles, but that 
covers only a few each month.

"They show up everywnere. It 's  a 
case of out of sight out of mind for 
people. There is no particular season 
for damping junked cars ." Purves

said.
The city oom ucr nas 

some financial neip m i: .ear - 
a reas of jur.Kcc cars tnnuar. *r.e •• 
erally funoeo Abanaonea ir.r -r- 
Vehicle Removal Program -oeratt- - 
in conjunction w,:h tne -tatr* 
ment of Transportation ire  •*- 
era! Hignwav \am .m atron -. ?-• 
program sa w  mr me -••rr •• ■. 
junked automooites ir-jrr or.v ale 
public p r o D e r t v  witr.ir. . Ow. 
the feoerai mgnwav system

The program started .a.-- . .  
and ends ir. mio-Juiy this year 

The roadways included ,r. me re­
time program are Egan D '- .-  .
Cove and Thane roads Norm. e » u  
las and Glacier nigr.ways Ir.ci.-m 
Boulevarc. Menaerma., Lui l  m 
Back Loop roads To rem-.v- , ••• 
cle on private lane oncer me or 
gram , the municipality must race.1.- 
a written request mom m.t- cr 
owner

Clearing away wrecked .-n :c -  and otner mas.n ountaec sr. state sr. 
is the responsibility ot me state 
partm ent o: Natural Resource; ;.i. .Andy Pektv.cr. manager 
agency s D.vision r . Lane Scu’tea- 
office

Pekovicr. said trying to t r , . -  down those responsible for aca- doned venicies can oe a neadacr.e no- worth the trouble
Plaasa turn to Ca r j  Poqe 8

Cars...Continuad from Papa 1
Every once in awhile we nave to 

clean up junkers from the Montana 
Cree* area We tried to run down the 
owners. Dut it became such a big 
thing we finally just ended up paying 
to have them hauled away It s a 
pain for the public to have ’to pay to 
rem ove someone else s junk but it 
nasn t become a big problem for us 
yet Pekovich said

Increased freignt costs and a d ra ­
m atic drop in the pnees paid for re- 
'vcied  metals have m ade it unprofit­
able for comoarues to continue to col­
lect and dispose of junked automo- 
oiles for free

it costs *25 to drop off junked ve­
nicies at Channel Corps . but it isn't 
m at easy The gas tank must be re­
moved or cut open and drained by 
tne owner the oil. transmission fluid 
and battery  also must be taken out 
before Channel will accept the car 
And if Channel workers are  required 
to ready the vehicle for crusmng and 
shipment out of state vehicle owners 
jr e  charged *55 an r.our for the work 

The landfill receives 10 to 12 
junked autos a month

E&L Auto charges about $75 for 
ijtom oDiles drooped off at t.neir C ra­
zy Horse Drive garage Workers 
m ere orepare me vehicles lor sn.ti­
m er: ' lutsioe The company takes m. 
aouut vi -rivers a mcr.tr.

'* enxies cor.sioerec r.azaroous : 
traffic are  me resDons.on.tv .a-> 
-" fv rr-m er.: aaencie- • me \,asn.i

State Troopers it they are left ;n 
troooer territory north of Brother­
hood Bridge, and ’.he Juneau Police 
if the vehicles are left in areas under 
city-borough jurisdiction 

'Police Officer Mike Tagaban. who 
previously supervised the depart­
m ent's ittter-enforceinent efforts 
said the police impound about five 
vehicles each month

The state troopers remove 10 to 15 
junked automobiles each year from 
Juneau highways, said Trooper 1st 
Sgt. John d ay m an

"B ut the state doesn't budget any 
money for impounding abandoned 
cars, so unless it s stolen or we can 
find the owner and make him re­
move it. sometimes all we can do .s 
just push it out of traffic and into a 
ditch It could end uo costing us hun­
dreds of dollars for old wrecks if we 
had them towed and imoounaed ar.c 
we just don t nave the funding, 
d a y m a n  said

th e  situation is one most South­
east communities share saio 
d a y m a n  wno was stationed in 
Ketchikan before oemg iransterreo 
to Juneau

It's a problem everywhere ir. 
Southeast th e re  s just Vo place to 
put them It s expensive and 1 dor,: 
itnow anyone wno nas a solution to 
it. he said

The Southeast Conference an or­
ganization comtx.seo >: m unic ipal­
ities ana cnam ners ■: tm m erce 
trving to oeveioo some so t: of pian '. 
assist communities Tr.e group .J j I 
•.ear receives a *30 g ra n  i r e -

the state Department of Environ­
mental Conservation to identify the 
area s most pressing garbage proo- 
lems and :o look for a plan for 
areawide collection and ost-sharir.g 

Junked cars, waste on. scrap m et­
al. household hazardous waste, tires 
and batteries were cited as me most 
difficult products for sm all towns to 
get rid of. said Southeast Conference 
executive director Jim Kohler 

"Small communities don t gener­
ate enough material and don't have 
the fiscal ability to get nd  of the 
stuff, but on a regional basis we 
think we can work out a system to 
make it cost efficient. The idea is to 
have communities collect and pro­
cess tne materials - it s called dock- 
siae ready -  and contract with a p ri­
vate company to collect i* on a regu­
lar oasis." Kohler said

The Southeast Conference last 
week received an additional *50,000 
from the state for further work 

Meanwhile. Purves supports leg­
islation sponsored by Homer Rep 
Gail Phillips that would raise the 
state s annual vehicle registration 
fee by *2 to provide money for m u­
nicipalities to defray the cost of re­
cycling junkers

Because tne price of recycled 
m etals nas dropped so low cities are 
ending ud nnvmg to pay to recycle 
•ur.Kea autos In some olaces like Ar.- 
.norage wnere tnev pick uo 2 500 ve- 

 ̂ nicies a vear .t can oe very exoer- 
s.ve This is a wav to neio mumcipa. 
.ties .r. mat recvcung effort saio 
.’-d . Jordan ar. a.ae to Phtit.os
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Reusing cars

S liw H  
1,360 Iba

Estimated 
amount 
of recyclable 
materials 
in a
2,400 lb. 
vehicle.

Sc u m : Motor V a N d m  
IM nvta&unrs A s to a t tkxi

6/f  could lure oecDle 
mtc thinking that cars 
are environmentally 
friendly, as long as 
you can recycle their 
parts. How to deal 
with the pollution 
caused by auto 
slants ana the 
‘crest-killing 
emisS'Cns from 
anvmg cars could

Germans move 
toward auto 
recycling lawsBy TAM ARA JO N E S.13  - '2 5 6 5  '  ~6SB O N N  G e r m a n y  — Good to the last drop is a slogan •hat may scon apply to Mercedes and Porsches under proposed laws that '.vou.d require Germ ans to recycle their carsWith a .re a c y  overburdened dumps grow ing more ind more toxic by the year. Germ any's E nvironm ental M .m stry :s pushing for regulations to hold autom akers responsible for their product from show room  to scra-
c r .e a nIf approved by the various m inistries and the Cabinet, the recycling law  couid go into effect by next ;pnr.g . forcing m anufacturers to take back  their cars _ _ _ free of charge when thevehicles are ready tor th a t p r o v e r b ia l  a u to ­car..-. the skyThe reform s are con­sidered ju s t the first 

step toward sweeping le g is la tio n  th at c c u .d  eventually  a ffect a wide range of g o o a s . frcm  c a tte rie s  to e le ctro n ic  products"If they know  they 1. nave to ce responsible : : r  wr.at th ey procure u n til tr.e end o f .ts  so-ca.led life  :v c :e . tr.er. •r.ev 11 a lre a a y  ce thir.it- ir.g a o o u : r e c y c ..r .g

the back burner. We 
need to be thinking 
about a future without 
private cars 
altogether. ^

S a . Z :K o e .srr.cs: 
mar. at tr.e tai M im str.- O d d ly  er.ou; th e  e r. v ; r c :rr. o v 6 m 6 r. • — n cL — W o lfg a n g  H erl to industry 

A llian ce  9 0 -G re e n s  P a rty  ir.g am civa ' ‘ the idea" It  could lure people into thinking environm entally  frie n d ly , as long as y? their parts." said W olfgang Her! of 90-Greens P arty . "H o w  to deal with : caused by auto p lants and the forest-kill: from driving cars could end up forgotter burner.
r.at -i :ar • ̂  ̂he : 
r.g e 
on"W e need to be th in k .n g  about a future w itr.o-t p rivate cars a lto g e th e r,"  he said. r . A lth ou gh  hearings on the car-recycling proposal arc- hot expected to begin  u rril ’.ate fa ll, r.o cry of alarm; has been sounded yet from the country s pow ertu. autom obile in du stry, which has had some voluntary recycling program s in effect tor years."W e re going to h ave a meeting on the prcposs. later in the month arid come up with a unified response, said Petra M ai o f the A utom obile Industry Association.".What they're ta lk in g  about is technically possib.e. she said, "b u t the proposal doesn't answer important > questions lik e  w hat condition the car must be in. :c  be reclaim ed, and how  this should be adm inistered.''' T^-e cost c f  recycling a car would van-, but .s expected io run at least S500 per vehic.c. C u r-.r .tly . the governm ent requires Germ ans to have their :a r : exam ined every tw o years to confirm  they are s t . . .  roadw orthy. V ehicles tha* fail must be taker, off the road — either by sale to used-car dealers or by paying a ju n k y ard  about S75 to 5100 to take them. Cars G erm any have an average life  span of 10-12 yearsC ars would be exem pted from the new laws ‘ he cost of disposing o f them exceeded the value : :  recycled m aterials, or if  damage from a wreck made it too expensive or d iffic u lt  to salvage.Several m an u factu rers, including Volksw agen ana M ercedes-Benz, a lread y  have initiated voluntary re­cycling program s and pilot project' to determine tr.e most effective w ay to squeeze every last ounce of reusable m aterial from  a car that once would have sim ply landed on a ju n k  pileM ercedes, which counts 10.c j  separate components in a m id-class car. alread y uses recycled newspapers to m ake glove com partm ents and refines oid brake fluid into cleansers.About 75 percent to 80 percent of the metal p an s m the average jun ked car already are recyclable, e xn en s say.The real concern, though, is what's .eft over after the vehicle has been shredded.Syn th etic m a te ria ls , like p lastic, pose the biggest p ro o lem ." K oelsch b ach  said. M any of these m ateria.s cannot be burned or chem ically  destroyed because toxins they would release, but left alone in a d -n p  this waste also can contam inate soil.The amount of synthetics — valued cy the .n o - f r ­iar d u rao ility  and low cost -- has beer, steaailv rts.r.unew car proauction , from 2,3 percent m 137} • percent .ast year.Since 1984, the industry has been reau.r-.u • id en tify  each syn th etic  m aterial usea to marie t .jp o s a i safer
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; AUTOMOBILE BODIES
(For Alaska Buyers see Section III "Statewiae Recycling Centers")

ABC Recycling
8081 Meadow Ave Skaklt River Steel and Recycling
Burnaby, B.C. P.O. Box 376
Canada, V3N 2V9 Burlington, WA 98223

(800) 869-7097
Pacific Metals
8360 Ontario S t The Purdy Company
Vancouver, B.C. 2929 SW Florida St.
Canada, V5X 3E5 Seattle, WA 98124
(604) 327-1148 (206) 932-0992
Joal Lotzker

Puget Sound Iron and Metals
2955 11th SW
Seattle, WA 98134
(206)767-5179
Frank Journey

Seattle Iron and Metal
2955 Uth Ave. SW -•
Seattle, WA 98134
(206) 682-0040

I
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S E C T T O N III : X fJ'h
Reader's Note: Contact (he recycling ccnla in your area prior to dropping off rccyclablcs. Mmkrt conditions can be unstable, 
so roc times fofricg centos to cat hack on wbal materials are accepted and prices provided at bay-back centers. This listing is not an 
endorsement by A DEC. Please note that the listing may not be complete. Contact names, addresses and phone numbers may have 
changed after this printing. Please use the Correction & Addition form on page 44 to make any corrections.

LOCATION ©MGANEATlON/BiSINESS SERVICES PROVIDED COLLECTION LOCATION CONTACT PHONE

Anchors? A hsh  Metals Recydbg

M ttksm  Icr For Uttar PrtTcsdoo 
sad Recycling (ALTAR)

Alaska PoOotioo Control 
P0 8 110374, Anchors? 99511

Anchors? Rttyding Center (ARC) 
(call rtprding other rmiccj 
and programs offered)

ARCSMdfik

Am* Recovery 

Mobile Metals

4
*

Standard Sled & Metals Cd

steel. non^cjTOBi metils, 
appliances, car bodies

recycling inlbrajalkn sod resources

used oil recycling

aluminum cars, oewspspcr, Office paper 
cardboard, gliss, phdicnilk jugs 
copper, h u i ,  scrap Oamimm

ilumiouni cans, newspaper, glass 
plastic jog*

Bill Service Recycling 

Don-ferrous metals

noa-fcnons m ctth , slurainma cans

m&Kmg
P.CL Box 231231 
Anchorage, P9523

10620 Old Seward Hwy.

6161 Rosewood S t

54 th and Jrmcau

3237 Mountain View Drive 

pickup

2400 Railroad Avenue

Uo or Linda 3494833

Audrey Lee 272-9326

344-5036

Tran Turner 8(0-
478-2267

TcmTnmer

JimMym

800-
478-2267

279-1446

277-7777

ipa*®3k Htnwdaiy School % ?■
.*firi • . ' in  * . , tpC ' 1 Uis** I *  .'V W* rtn ’ rur;

Bethel Allen Auxier “Can Man”

■' i — - V;
Cl a r a Gn k h i t ^ Bc Bl ^ Qa i n Cr ^ i v 9 9 5 6 8 • •  ^ ' - i  1* . I ’
f ' ' V < vL R ajthngC a^T '..•" ^ ^ * ? r  >DOo-fefroujmetals : " ! ‘ I i  ■ Mile 115.8Sterling Hwy. ~•:7̂ nr̂ .;<ifcy ,r-±. .1' .* '‘i T? . ,«r * J's -i'S ‘ •

aluminum cans Bos 1054 Bethel, AL 99559

272-8558 

:fiidUjnoieau^l52471l J 
Allen Atixicr 543-2273

«•* '?VT’7 '
Coopers
Landing

Anchorage Recyrtng Center aluminum cans, glass, newspaper Old Fire Station

BodHaltai

Tom Turner

262-5767

800-
478-2267



LOCATION ORGANIZATION/BUSINESS SERVICES PROVIDED COLLECTION LOCATION CONTACT PHONE

Demng •' 

Eagle River

Fairbanks
••iQty ^ ' " V  ’ty***-*!? ilumimncans.sJyrofoornp o c k i n g 4-callforirfbraniun MickdMooce. '365*2136

A ndjo rE ge  Recydfot Center ahuninnrn earn, newspaper Easy Strcd/bchiod Cbcpo's TomTumoEasy Street/behind Cbqpo'r 
10:00-2.-00 SaL• * ' . „ ***“ $" • , • • ■* '•Vr'h1, J

FubeflbNorik Star Borough '•siatnflxard recycling fofora>al> 5* J  Call fcr info

800-
478-2267

suShsBejQm er:W  W 3 2 I  -5

K & K Recycling *“ r ;h[M> OidRlchmJsaa Hwyjlfp^^-S'^^'i -:'$2l488-i409 *
Gasritsvus Commaaity ilnnum*.... glass, 

steel cans
Bins near small boat harbor RiU Wilson 697-2245

• • * 
Homer

•i =
Kami Penhtnda Borongb i newspaper, caniboerd _ 

glass, aluminum is ’ ]V rf;i / ' j *j$jf,

v , !. iCn ^W-'-
* Eagle QuaUtxCeder/r^L^j 
'•Landfill

’ • - JVr- • • : • - >

Pollard/sV 
I t #  Kathy M aya;
‘ 1 & t-V

: - r - fV-n. . ;  
f 235-6678 ’ 

262-9657 '

JuiWSU Aukc Bay Cans ahnm'ouro cans 14 Mile Glacier Hwy. 789-9407

E&LAuio can batteries, appliances, non- 
ferrous soap iron, ciudboaid (oo wax)

1005 Cnzy llorse Drive Ralph Burihardt 790-CANS

Channd Sanitation gloss, large home items, can 
batteries

(Leiuw Creek) 
5600 Tongm CL

780-4288

E en d ’s Economy Prfcrtrig Toner cartridges, priat ribbons, PickUp 789-2230

Juneau Empire newspaper 3100 Channd Drive

Jam 11/ A Student Enterprise 
Jnncau 2000 Foundation

alumina m cans Price Plus 
5165 Gloria llwy.

Bill Lynn and 
Devin /ones

789-1062

Mendenhall Flying liu is  Club whitepaper FrodMcycn Neil Atkinson 789-9179

North Tonptss Salvage aluminum, metal, sled cans variety of drop-off locations 789-7340

Paper Chase Recycling Co. papa call for information Michael Butler 780-4400
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LOCATION OICANlZATHJtt/BUSINESS services provided COLLECTION LOCATION CONTACT PHONB

Kanl

Pay-D-SarcSoutheast Copy Supply

Central PesWla i.* -v
pLatstic bagstoner cartridges/will refurbish for reuse

Nugget Mall 

9538 Tala Blvd. Joan lUrrcy

719-2111

789-3758

' v - . -  •• tCo»a«iBJlyBfitydlng ,
I ' X :* < ‘ ft} *** **  Borough •.<

• i f  f) w* Kcual Ptnfenda RerycHirgi l - b t  >“i. »• ina- li'.liii (V.-
K dehiLsn BcrSJa Recycling

. • vsc-v •» •*•
Kodiak. . Kodiak Island Borongb

.. r  710Mffl Bay R d ,K o d ia k ^  15
-,r

M*t-Su

M oose Pass
# **•(*» *? \T" - ..

Palm er

Valley Refuse and Recycling

Katie Toth-StanUe 
Bon 564, Moose Pass, 9963 J

Chem re* Alaska
Box 110374, Anchorage 99511

, H  4 ■ t  ,  w ■! •
' glass, t^dboard, newspaper,'•  f ./'•.^Borough Biiidirg PtggyMuflea 262-7715.

i tofficcpaper. : ^ -V : .* , kr r  - ' J -  . • i
: ' U 1 '•-iff’i& fS .:i !V  . :’V ' i  ,i ) 

^ t ^ i lamlnmii,glass,pspg^iariboairi.^?<•..S t A f c ^ I i f f l d l i n /•< Kilby Maya ' 262-9657.,
/ M <Jr< •• ' ' ,- ■'< -• • "*£•' f  Ft: ’ - ”> - * * • V

~ aflmdals • /  KibfoaskyRoad ’ _! ; '■% ... 2834312
* i'.s • - **  V _ - • V  *  .T.*- **"* ••

Dick AllenPaper, cant, gtast, plastics 
Terminal

225-3101
247-9454

aluminum cu t, all recyclable papa, 
cardboard, glass, plastic milk jugs, 
copper, brass, soap aluminum

aJaraimini cans { ' :i  -■ V 

mcd oil

49 Mile Parks Hwy„ behind
Seven/Eleven

Dorothy All wood 376-3663

Katie Totb^tacbJc 218-3631 *« '  ;*V *fM D e29Sew dH w y.s \;i Katie Totb-Stacl
- - .V v f^ iv  • • .?• V>£ • :

llunnun SL 746-0399

Petersburg ' BoyScods
. Box 371, Fctmhnrg, 99833 -.

, .«  *  '  Ir . ,  •

SeMoxia Keoal Peninsula Borough

Sew ard  ̂ Seward ConuuiniHy Recycling
’ !• A dioo Program (SCRA P)Sitkn  Clly & doroogh of Sitka

aJuminuraans U tr' *■.' tv 1': Main and Gjoa ballfield ' •’" Ken Elmore 772-3841
■ ••• .:  1 • •- - • . ** a  r. >v  ̂ f , yv - • v •

caidboatd, glisi, fiJarruum, paper S.O i. Office 234-7400

aluminum cans, otber tenp rortJdsv  Dob’s Maikr* mile 2 /aluminum Carol Griswald • 224-5620
all paper, cardboard, newspaper i \  can bins in many locations

aluminum cans, glass, plastics, 

other aluminum

Bins al: Sea Mart,Blatchley Larry llarmon 747-3294 Middle School,rec. area at 
Granite Creek General Store

T



IXM:ATI ON ORGANIZATION/BUSINESS SERVICES PROVIDED COLLECnON LOCATION CONTACT PHONE

Skagway. 

Soldo tn*

SUlrmde 
Thorne Bay

Valdes

■Wusflb

Western
Ahski

YakuU l

Central foiasaia Community Recytttng
Kenal Fndasak Borough

aJmnimni cau. aoo-fcxir* meiilC ‘ formfo ' $ Goy lUnjcn . : 90*2509

• ■ K ' " 90*2944
glut, anntfccard, newspaper, 
office paper
aluminum cans, glass, all paper 
cardboard

Frol Meyer* Peggy Mallen 252-7715

Pay N Saw Slortr > 
Community

. Alyetfca Plpefinc Serrict CoJ  ̂
PW  S ou n d  C a a s trT a tk a  A IE anre ;

Anchorage Recycling Center

"Hying Cani program"
1 ’ - J  -V"Can Do Kids Program1'

plastic bug receding 
ahtmimun cans

oil for infer nuticn

aluminum cam, newspaper
taluminum cans 
aluminum cans

Soldotna Landfill<anfl)Oird Kathy Mayer 252*9657 
& dropoff locationsV ' v ..

- • <4 I

1 y:*v 
instore*

i. • " i v 1coatact nearest Ply NStve: i |
call for information Doa lladJori 

ox Coy Lester
• • ■ t .< * •*•is .A, call for information Vii Gary Moore

. «• .'“•••‘V' v . v  ;

828-3340828-3973
M5n60l5 |

Can's perfriag lotIO-.OO-1-OOSaL
Tom Tuner

• H i . - J  ..y. 40cormrujnkiâ t&Vu;'[TomTomer
’j’- 1  /" :; it-. i gsS.£ .TomTunei

SOO-478-2267
800- 
478-2257 f 
800- \ 478-2267 (

I
J

Vp

Community aluminum cans Slip Johnson 784-3323
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BG Distributor*
P.O. Bcoc 102496 
Anchorage. AK 99201 
1.SOQ-47S-SOQ5

CftAh'i FUtrafloa 
W O  But 76th Avcuue 
Anchonga, Alula 99518 
(907) 349*7649

Century Mfg. Co.
9231 PHULAjanue-SUxu

v-v,f v

i * * •*„«. .. t• *; • *(7cr*.’ *•••!* r*v .-•••*
t . .V*v' »*'

Automob i l e  Bod i e s

Evergreen Antifreess Recycling 
P.O. Box 303153 
Anchorage, A T  99320 (907)229*1431
FIret Brand—Antffm ro BecjcHa*
(203)731*8109

Kkffl'Flo Ca—-Andrreece Recycling 
(BOO) 328-7942

W y n n  O H  Co,—Antlfreese Recycling 
(818)334-0231

AUTOMOBILE BODIES
(Per AUuko Dvyan «n» Section IV  "Statewide Recycling Centers“ )

Q
A B C  Recycling 
8081 Mecxtow Avo 
Bumihy, B.C.
C*n»a&, V 3N 2V9
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P o l l u t i o n  P r e v e n t i o n  R e s o u r c e s :  B a t t e r y  R e c y c l i n g  ____
'£ P td flc  Metale 

8360 Ontario St 
Vancouver. B.C.
Canada, V5X 3E5 
(604) 327-1148 
Joal Lotxkcr

3  Puget Sound Iron and Mo talc 
2953 11th SW 
Seattle, WA 98134 
(206) 767-5179 
Prank Journey

Y Seattle Iron and Metal 
2955 11th Ave. SW 
Seattle, WA 98134 
(206) 652-0040

S' Skakit River Steel and Recycling 
P.O. Box 376 
Burlington, WA 98223 
(800) 869-7097

C The Purdy Companv 
2929 SW Florida St,
Seattle, WA 98124 
(206) 932-0992
BATJ'ESY RBCYCUNG

ABS Alaska Battery Recycling 
2128 V ia Horn Rd.
Fairbanks, AK 99707 
(907) 452-2002
Battery Sp*ciaJ»t oT AlaaUa 
Baittry RicycU*i 
1989 East 8th Avenua 
Anchorage, Alaska 9950!
(907) 276-3231 iuhbA9

■ m



* STATE OF ALASKA B IL L  NUM BER: CS SS HB I
1993 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSION

FISCAL NOTE
Revision Dale: 03/30/93 Department Affected: D O T& PF
Title: M otor Vehicle Recycling G rant Fund and Fee BRU: E& OS Division

Sponsor: R ep. P h illips Com ponent:
R equestor Rep. P hillips C o m p o n e n t S e r ia l N u m b e r :

E X P E N D I T U R E S /R E V E N U E S :  (Thousands o f Dollars)
O P E R A T IN G F Y 9 4 F Y 9 5 F Y 9 6 F Y 9 7 F Y 9 8 F Y 9 9
PERSONAL SERVICES 11.5 23.0 23.0 23.0 23.0 23.0
TRAVEL 2 .0 3.5 3.5 3.5 3.5 3.5
CONTRACTUAL 8.0 16.0 16.0 16.0 16.0 16.0
SUPPLIES 1.0 2.0 2.0 2 .0 2 .0 2.0
EQUIPMENT 0 0 0 0 0 0
LAND & STRUCTURES 0 0 0 0 0 0
GRANTS, CLAIMS 0 0 0 0 0 0
MISCELLANEOUS 0 0 0 0 0 0
T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G : 22.5 44.5 44.5 44.5 44.5 44.5

I CAPITAL 1 o 0 0 0 0 0 1

I REVENUE FUND SOURCE 1 o 0, . 9. 0 0

F U N D IN G : (Thousands o f  Dollars)
1002 FEDERAL RECEIPTS 0 0 0 0 0 0
1003 G F MATCH 0 0 0 0 0 0
1004 G F 0 0 0 0 0 0
1005 GF/PROGRAM RECEIPTS 22.5 44.5 44.5 44.5 44.5 44.5
1006 G F/M H TIA 0 0 0 0 0 0
OTHER 0 0 0 0 0 0
T O T A L  F U N D IN G : 22.5 44.5 44.5 44.5 44.5 44.5

P O S IT I O N S
FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

Estim ate o f  curren t year (FY 93) impact: 5X1

A N A L Y S IS : (A tta c h  a s e p a r a te  p a g e  if n e c e s sa ry )

The bill would require initial expenditures to  adopt the im plem enting regulations. Thereafter, the m anagem ent o f 
the grant program  w ould require on-going coordination and outreach to num erous municipal entities. See page 2 for 
details.

Prepared by: Jc ffcrv  C. O ttcscn  

Division: Enttinccrinv: & Standards

Approved by C om m issioner
' Frank G. Turpin

Agency: D epartm ent o f T ransportation and Public Facilities

Phone: 465-2951

Date: M arch 30, 1993

Phone: 465-3900

Date: M arch IX. 1993

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO G O V ERN O R 'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE For furthor distribution Information call tho Governor's Legislative OfficePage I of 2



STATE OF ALASKA
1993 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSION

BILL NUMBER: CS SS HB l ’
A N A L Y S IS  ■■(com, from page 1):

N o te -th is  fiscal note assum es the per vehicle charge will be S2 per vehicle, and that a total o f  488,937 or more vehicles 
will be subject to  the annual fee. Based on this assum ption, the program will generate approxim ately S977.874, o f 
which we propose allocating approxim ately 4.5%  to grant adm inistration and oversight. If the fee were increased to S5 
per vehicle, the adm inistrative cost could be reduced to about 2.5%.___________________________________ _______________

The funding requested in FY 1994 is low er based upon the m id-year effective date. As the program  got underw ay, the 
sta ff tim e would be used adm inister the grant, including soliciting then review ing applications, d iscussing issues with 
m unicipal officials, and allocating grants on periodic basis during the fiscal year. W e would envision tw o grant cycles 
per year, one allocated in late w inter to allow  m unicipalities to m arshall dicir resources for a spring rem oval effort, and a 
second grant cycle in early sum m er, for additional efforts in later sum m er and early fall.

In the in terest o f  the public w e believe som e nom inal level o f  auditing in the field would be beneficial as this program  
w ould be allocating S0.93 million per year. O ur first level o f  review s would involve asking m aintenance superintendents 
how  the cleanup was going in a given com m unity . If their observations don 't confirm  what the grantee is indicating, we 
would follow-up with a field visit and/or audit o f  the grantee's records. The need for periodic audits and or legal 
involvem ent from  the Dept, o f Law  is the basis for the continuing level o f  contractual services.

In som e areas o f  the state, it m ay be beneficial if the program  coordinator created a m ulti-jurisdiction contract w ith a 
crusher/hauler w hich they could utilize under a  term contract arrangem ent. T his would be particularly beneficial in 
coastal com m unities and river com m unities o f  the state, but w ould have statew ide applicability. Such an approach would 
provide econom y-of-scalc benefits, thereby increasing the effecti,,cncss o f the overall program .

N o new positions arc requested to adm inister this program . An existing PCN, w hich has historically adm inistered the 
fcdcral-aid vehicle clean-up program , would be used to m anage the program.

Page 2 of 2



. STATE OF ALASKA
1 9 9 3  LEGISLATIVE SESSION

FISCAL NOTE
ILL N O :  _£S.SSHB__1

Revision Date: .1/16/93______________________________________ Dept. Affected: Puhlir Safety
Title: ’ An Act relating to mntnr vehicle  BRU: _MQlflr..YfihiCl£S.
registration’  Component: Field Services
Sponsor: Representative Phillips__________________  ______________Requestor: Representative Phillips_________________________  COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 502EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars) (inflation not included)OPERATING FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 98 FY 99PERSONAL SERVICESTRAVELCONTRACTUAL 7.5 0 0 0 0 0SUPPLIESEQUIPMENTLAND & STRUCTURESGRANTS. CLAIMSMISCELLANEOUSTOTAL OPERATING 7.5 0 0 0 0 0CAPITALREVENUE FUND SOURCE: 1004 489.0 997.9 997.9 997.9 997.9 997.9

FIINniNfi- IThmujnnHt nf f")nl1002 Federal Receipts1003 GF Match1004 GF 7.5 0 0 0 0 01005 GF/Proqram Receipts1006 GF/MHTIAOtherTOTAL 7.5 0 0 0 0 0POSITIONS:FULL-TIMEPART-TIMETEMPORARYEstimate of current year (FY 93) impact: $ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.) See attached.
Prepared By: Division: Juamra Hensley

Motor Vehicles
Phone:Date: 465-4361

Approved by Commissioner: Agency:
. 3/16/33-DSrc: .2113123Burton.. Dec I. nf P.ihlir. SafntyPREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION CO PIES TO G O V E R N O R 'S  LEGISLATIVE OFFICEslative Office



D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  Sv.^ety 
F i s c a l  N o t e  A n a l y s i s  - C S S S H B  1 
P a g e  2

T h e s e  f u n d s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  for 100 h o u r s  of c o n t r a c t  p r o g r a m m e r  t i m e  t o  
r e v i s e  all r e g i s t r a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  to c o l l e c t  t h e  n e w  f e e s  a n d  t o  r e v i s e  all 
r e v e n u e  r e p o r t s  so t h a t  t h e  fees a r e  c o r r e c t l y  r e p o r t e d  t o  A K S A S .  T h i s  is 
a o n e - t i m e  e x p e n d i t u r e  o n l y  for t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  of t h e  p r o g r a m .

R e v e n u e  fund s o u r c e  at  $ 2 . 0 0  p e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n .

FY94 (6 m o n t h s )  F Y 9 5  F Y 9 6  FY 9 7  F Y 9 8  F Y 9 9
4 8 9 . 0  9 9 7 . 9  9 9 7 . 9  9 9 7 . 9  9 9 7 . 9  9 9 7 . 9

R e v e n u e  f u n d  s o u r c e  a t  $ 5 . 0 0  per r e g i s t r  i t i o n .

FY94 (6 m o n t h s )  F Y 9 5  F Y 9 6  FY 9 7  F Y 9 8  F Y 9 9
1 2 2 2 . 5  2 4 4 5 . 0  2 4 4 5 . 0  2 4 4 5 . 0  2 4 4 5 . 0  2 4 4 5 . 0

T h i s  is b a s e d  o n  a t o t a l  of 4 8 8 , 9 3 7  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s  r e g i s t e r e d  in A l a s k a .  
T h e s e  t o t a l s  e x c l u d e  c o m m e r c i a l  t r a i l e r s ,  t r a i l e r s ,  v e h i c l e s  r e g i s t e r e d  in 
t h e  s t a t e  b u t  p h y s i c a l l y  l o c a t e d  in o t h e r  s t a t e s ,  a n d  s n o w m a c h i n e s .





Pu b lic  S a fe ty  E m p lo ye e s  A s s o c ia t io n , Inc. 
"Representing A laska’s  Finest”

1569 S. Bragaw  #201, Anchorage , A K  99508

(9 0 7 )  3 3 7 ^ 1 9 7 9  
F a x  (9 0 7 )  3 3 7 -1 7 5 3

February 17, 1993

In ternationa l Union of 
Police A ssoc ia t ions 
Local 92 AFL-CIO

R epresentative Jim Nordlund
State Capital
Juneau, A K  99801-1182t •
Dear R epresentative Nordlund,

I w ould  like to com m end you  on your sponsorship on FIB61. This legislation is 
long overdue and I w ish  y<_u success in your endeavor to further the safety and 
w elfare o f  the citizens o f  Alaska.

> ■? . . .* »» -

A s President o f  the Public SafeT' E m ployee's A ssociation* I represent law  
enforcem ent officers w orking throughout the State o f  A laska. W e fully endorse  
this proposed legislation. It w ould not- on ly  assist law  enforcem ent officers w ith  
their responsib ilities, but w ould take another step towards getting A laska's m ost 
dangerous and.Iethal drivers off'the road&j!

.-V‘ .% V I
It is readily apparentithat the current, regulations do not go far-enough. A t a .08 
alcohol level drivers' are extrem ely dangerous. Their v ision  is impaired, their 
reactions are slow ed  and they are more; inclined  to take risks. A  .10 lim it is ju st  
too high. ,W e as citizens o f  the. S ta te ,p fi^ la sk a  need this legislation. Our lives  
m ay depend on it. I f  there is any assistance our A ssociation  can provide in see in g  
HB61 prevail, don't hesitate to call. G oocfluck  and thank you for your hard work.■V It

* - - 0 ^  S incerely , v •

R E C E I V E D

• > r . . - A . . :  »•' Keith PerrinFEB 2 2 1993 ' . ; ; : g  -KeiffiPerrin
. ,, PresidentAns d.............



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  R i c h a r d  F o s t e r  
C h a i r m a n /  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a

F e b r u a r y  25, 1993

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F o s t e r ,

I s u p p o r t  HB 61, l o w e r i n g  the B A C  to .08 as t h e  l e g a l  limit to 
d r i v e  as a s h o r t - t e r m  c o n t r o l  o v e r  a m u c h  m o r e  f u n d a m e n t a l  
p r o b l e m -  the p u b l i c  a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d  a l c o h o l  u s e  and abuse. It 
is o n e  p i e c e  of a l a r g e r  p l a n  w h i c h  looks at r e d u c i n g  i n j u r i e s  
and d e a t h s  f r o m  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  c r a s h e s ,  A l c o h o l  i n c r e a s e s  the 
o d d s  th a t  a c r a 3 h  w i l l  o c c u r  a n d  i n c r e a s e s  the s e v e r i t y  of 
i n j u r y  w h e n  it do e s  occur. In A l a s k a ,  the m o s t  s e v e r e  inj u r i e s  
o c c u r  a m o n g  y o u n g  d r i v e r s  b e t w e e n  16-24 y e a r s  o l d  w h o  ha v e  been 
d r i i k i n g .  T h e  d e m a n d  for s t a t e  s e r v i c e s  to p i c k  u p  the pi e c e s  
fro a t h e s e  i n j u r i e s  is a s t o u n d i n g .  If this d e t e r s  e v e n  one 
per.son f r o m  t a k i n g  th a t  f i f t h  drink, it s a v e s  the s t a t e  
t h o u s a n d s  of d o l l a r s .

T h e  m o s t  e v i d e n c e  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  l o w e r e d  B A C  limit, rests w i t h  
the e f f e c t  on a d o l e s c e n t  i n v o l v e m e n t  in a l c o h o l - r e l a t e d  fatal 
c r a s h e s .  T h o u g h  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  t a r g e t s  all d r i v e r s ,  the 
e f f e c t  on y o u t h  m a y  be m o s t  e f f e c t i v e ,  In a 19 9 1  s t u d y  d o n e  in 
A n c h o r a g e  E m e r g e n c y  Ro o m s ,  t h e  l e a d i n g  c a u s e  of i n j u r y  and d e a t h  
for a d o l e s c e n t s  f r o m  14-19 y e a r s  o l d  w a s  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  crashes, 
T h o u g h  i m p a i r e d  d r i v i n g  o c c u r s  w i t h  a n y  a l c o h o l  c o n t e n t  in the 
body, this l e g i s l a t i o n  l o w e r s  the limit of h o w  m u c h  a l c o h o l  the 
c o m m u n i t y  w i l l  accept. It r e c o g n i z e s  the m a g n i t u d e  of the 
p r o b l e m  and s e n d s  a m e s s a g e  t h a t  A l a s k a n s  n e e d  to s o b e r  up for 
the p r i v i l e g e  of d r i v i n g  a m o t o r  veh i c l e .

J o a n  D i a m o n d
D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  and H u m a n  S e r v i c e s  
C o m m u n i t y  H e a l t h  E d u c a t i o n / I n j u r y  P r e v e n t i o n  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a

Po*t*ltm brand (ax transmittal momo 7 1̂1tfofpagti* 1 •
V(td9i>v-G *L

co‘ruo^-0«pt. Phon,*Ĵ 3_^03
-P / o  & -(*37 <7



laska  S tate M edical A ssociation
■107 Laurel S treet . Anchorage. Alaska 99508 -5334 . (907)562-2662

March 30, 1993

Rep resen ta t i ve  Jim Nord land 
House o f  Represen ta t ives  
S ta te Cap i to l
I n t e rdepa r tm en ta l  Mail Stop: 3100 
Juneau ,  AK 99801-1182

Dear Rep resen ta t ive  Nord land :

Thank you f o r  s ponso r in g  House Bi l l  61. This b i l l  would lower th e  legal 
l imr: o f  a lcohol t o  0.08 pe r  c e n t  f o r  ope ra t in g  motor veh ic les . This bi l l 
has s t r o n g  s u p p o r t  in th e  medical commun i ty ,  and we wi l l ass is t  you in 
any way we can t o  help w i th  i ts passage. I f  t h e  medical associat ion can 
be o f  a ny  ass is tance on t h i s  bi l l ,  do not hes i ta te  to  con ta c t  us.

S ince re ly  yours .

Donald R. Lehmann, M.D., A.B.F.P. 
Cha irman, Leg is la t i ve  A f f a i r s  Committee 
Alaska Sta te  Medical Assoc ia t ion

DRL:bj



N ationa l T ransportation  Safety Board

W ash in g to n .  O.C. 20594

D e c e m b e r  2 8 , L9 9 3
Office of t he  Chai rman

Honorable Jim Nordlund 
Alaska House o f  Representatives 
716 W. Fourth Avenue. #240 
Anchorage. Alaska 99501-2133

Dear Representative Nordlund:

This is in response to your recent letter to former Safety Board Chairman James Kolstad, 
regarding your legislation to reduce the blood alcohol concentration (BAC) from 0.10  percent 
to 0.08 percent that is now pending before the Finance Committee. I would like to share with 
you the conclusions of the National Transportation Safety Board based on its research and 
accident investigation experience.

There is considerable research that demonstrates measurable adverse effects o f  alcohol 
on performance, even at low BACs. An October, 1992 report to Congress by the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration concluded:

The scientific literature clearly documents the detrimental effects o f  alcohol on 
driver performance. There is no threshold for alcohol impairment, i.e . there is 
no lower level at which impairment starts, or below which no impairment is 
found . . . .  Safety considerations and scientific evidence will support lowering 
the acceptable level to whatever the legislature chooses, down to any measurable

This finding has been supported by studies completed as early as 1950 which documented that 
the impairment threshold o f a drivers’ ability to drive occurs at concentrations of 0.035 to 0.040  
percent. Many other, more recent, studies have confirmed this finding, and have documented 
impairing effects at lower concentrations.

The 1977 study by H. Laurell, "Effects o f Small Doses o f Alcohol on Driver 
Performance in Emergency Traffic Situations," found effects on driver performance at BACs 
below 0.05 percent, studied in two contexts: (1) in a critical car-driving situation involving 
emergency braking and evasive maneuvers, and (2) in a "surprise" situation that followed the 
first situation and involved the sudden appearance o f a human-shaped obstacle blocking the 
roadway. Overall, detrimental effects o f alcohol at an average BAC as low as 0.042 percent 
were found.

Other studies substantiate performance impairment at very low BACs. For example, in 
an article published in 1970. "Alcohol Disturbance o f Visual Acuity for Moving Objects." H. 
Honneger stated that the ability to distinguish close, but separated, moving objects seems to be 
consistently impaired at BACs sometimes as low as 0.03 percent. C. E. Billings and R. L.

BAC.



Honorable Jim Nordlund
Page 2

Wicks, in a report prepared for the FAA ("Effects of Alcohol on Pilot Performance during 
Instrument Flight," FAA-AM -72-4), stated that the ability to divide attention between tasks 
can be impaired at very low BACs (0.02 percent). Earlier (1964) findings by 0 .  Gruner er  
al., also concluded that very low BACs impair the ability to divide attention between tasks. 
Further studies (H. Franks et.a l.. "The Relationship Between Alcohol Dosage and Performance 
Decrement in Humans," Journal of Studies on A lcohol. 1976) indicate that the ability to stand 
upright without swaying begins to decrease significantly at a BAC as low as 0.04 percent.

The American Medical Association and the National Safety Council’s Committee on Tests 
for Intoxication, have developed a table that places the effects of a BAC of 0.03 percent in the 
"euphoria" range. The behavioral symptoms o f this level o f intoxication include increased 
self-confidence, decreased inhibitions, loss o f efficiency in finer performance tests, and 
diminution o f attention, judgment, and control. These symptoms were expressly characterized 
as not compatible with the safe operation o f motor vehicles.

Further, a 1985 study by Dr. Herbert Moskowitz shows evidence o f impairment on 
divided attention and information processing tasks beginning at a BAC as low as 0.015 percent. 
At a 1987 international conference, Dr. Moskowitz reported on an exhaustive review of 
research on low BAC effects he conducted for the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration. Based on this review, Dr. Moskowitz states that "there is no lower threshold 
level below which impairment does not exist for alcohol."

A 1964 Indiana University study entitled, "The Role o f the Drinking Driver in Traffic 
Accidents" by R. F. Borkenstein, determined that the relative probability of being involved in 
an accident is about 4 times greater than normal at 0.08 BAC, and about 25 times greater than 
normal at 0.15 BAC.

Additional research completed in late 1987 by the National Academy o f Sciences 
provided further information on the effects o f low levels o f alcohol. In enacting die Commercial 
Motor Vehicle Safety Act o f 1986, the Congress asked the Academy to study the effect o f  
various alcohol level on die performance o f truck drivers. The Academy’s Transportation 
Research Board brought together a group o f nationally recognized expens on the effects o f 
alcohol, who concluded that "performance o f driving related tasks decreases at any BAC above 
zero and crash risk increases sharply as BAC rises." The National Academy o f Sciences 
recommended, and Federal Highway Administration regulations established, 0 .04 BAC as die 
level at which commercial drivers would have an illegal alcohol level. Any alcohol ingestion 
can result in the commercial driver being put out o f service for 24 hours.



Honorable Jim Nordlund
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In 1989 the Safety Board recommended that the U .S . Department o f  Transportation:

Issue rules specifying zero (no alcohol) as the blood alcohol concentration for 
private sector employees in safety sensitive positions for all transportation modes 
and for Federal employees in safety sensitive positions.

The Board also has recommended State legislation specifying BA C’s below 0.04 percent for both 
commercial vehicle operators and for pilots o f general aviation aircraft.

Similarly, Federal regulations prohibit aircraft crews from ingesting alcohol in the eight 
hours prior to flight operations and they may not have an alcohol level o f 0 .04  percent or above. 
The Safety Board has recommended that the alcohol level for air crews be the lowest level that 
can be reliably measured.

When combined with the impairing effects o f  other potential stressors found in highway 
operations such as complex traffic response demands, fatigue, vibration and noise, the presence 
of alcohol even at very low blood alcohol concentrations must be considered a clear and definite 
risk to safe highway operations. Therefore, legislation to lower the BAC definition o f  
intoxication to 0 .08  percent would certainly be a most modest positive step.

I hope that this information is useful to you and your colleagues. Please let us know if 
diere is any way the Safety Board can be of additional assistance.

Sincerely,

Chairman

cc: Representative Ron Larson
Co-Chair, House Finance Committee



WALTER J. HICKEL. GOVERNOR

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 3 box r»raw«UNEAU. ALASKA 9 9 8 V - - : : :  
DLiONE: (907 ) 965-1322OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER - A X :  ,907) 9 6 5 -9 3 6 2

J a n u a r y  7, 1994

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  J i m  N o r d l u n d  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
C o u r t  B u i l d i n g ,  R o o m  603 
J u n e a u ,  AK  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 S 2

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N o r d l u n d :

I am w r i t i n g  in r e s p o n s e  to y o u r  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  r e q u e s t i n g  
s u p p o r t  f r o m  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  S a f e t y  for H o u s e  B i l l  61, 
HB 61 is one of t h e  p i e c e s  of l e g i s l a t i o n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of 
P u b l i c  S a f e t y  h a s  p l a c e d  as a p r i o r i t y .  O n e  of t h e  r e c o m m e n d a­
tio n s  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  m a d e  w h e n  t e s t i f y i n g  a t  the A l c o h o l  T a s k  
F o r c e  h e a r i n g s  w a s  to e n a c t  l e g i s l a t i o n  s e t t i n g  t h e  u n d e r - t h e -  
i n f l u e n c e  d r i v i n g  p e r  se l e v e l s  at .08 p e r c e n t  or lower.

p i t a  H e n s l e y  f r o m  m y  s t a f f  h a s  been f o l l o w i n g  t h i s  p i e c e  of 
i s l a t i o n  a n d  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  w o r k  w i t h  y o u  a n d  y o u r  staff, 
veil as t h e  m e m b e r s  of  the v a r i o u s  c o m m i t t e e s ,  as  it m a k e s  
w a y  t h r o u g h  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .

La i s  t h a t  w i l l  e n h a n c e  t h e  s a f e t y  of d r i v i n g  o n  o u r  r o a d w a y s  
and1 e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  laws w h i c h  w i l l  h e l p  r e d u c e  t h e  n u m b e r  of 
a l c o h o l - r e l a t e d  a c c i d e n t s  and f a t a l i t i e s  a r e  a l w a y s  a p r i o r i t y  
for t h i s  d e p a r t m e n t .

Y o u  c a n  be a s s u r e d  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to s u p p o r t  
HB 61. M y  s t a f f  a n d  I lo o k  f o r w a r d  to w o r k i n g  w i t h  y o u  in the 
u p c o m i n g  l e g i s l a t i v e  se s s i o n .

R i c h a r d  L. B u r t o n  
C o m m i s s i o n e r

cc: L e e  A n n  L u c a s
S p e c i a l  A s s t . ,  DPS

N i t a  H e n s l e y
C h i e f  of D r i v e r  Svcs, DMV



A l a s k a  N u r s e s  A s s o c ia t io n
' E. : rJ A 1..•:iuo =3 A n ch o rag e . AK 99501-252  
m r i  f a . v  l x c i  2 7 2 -020:

February 14, 1994

Representative Jim Nordlund 
Judiciary Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol (MS 3100)
Room 608-Ct
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182  

Dear Representative Nordlund:

On behalf o f the Alaska Nurses Association, the Legislative Committee would like to endorse 
HB 61. We understand that this bill proposes to impose a more restrictive legal limit on 
alcohol consumption above which the person will lose the privilege to drive.

Research has demonstrated that there is a significant correlation between the establishment o f  
a lower blood alcohol and the subsequent reduction o f alcohol related injuries and fatalities. 
Given the significant economic and human consequences o f  drunk driving in this state, we 
applaud your efforts to establish these tougher limits. If w e can be o f any additional 
assistance, please let us know.

Sincerely yours,



WALTER J. HICKEL. GOVERNOR

R ic h a rd  L. B u r to n

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

C om m iss io n e r
3 0 . SOX 1 7 7200 
JUNEAU ALASKA 99311-1200 
PHONE: 5071 -165-1322 
FAX: 907)-165-1362March 7, 1994

Representative Jim NordlundHouse Task Force on Alcohol and Alcohol AbuseRoom 426State CapitolJuneau, Alaska 99801-1182 Dear Representative Nordlund:In 1992, 89 traffic crashes on Alaska roadways resulted in the deaths of 108 people. Included in this total are 13 pedestrians, 7 motorcyclists, 8 ATV/snowm achine riders and 80 vehicle drivers.The major contributors to fatal traffic crashes were alcohol, speeding, and driver inattention, in that order. Sixty-three of these people died in 51 alcohol or drug-related crashes. The number of pedestrian fatalities was 13, with the rate of alcohol involvement being 84.6 percent compared to 52.6 percent in all other types of fatalities. A far higher average of alcohol involvement then found in the rest of the Nation.In reviewing the recently released House Task Force Report on Alcohol and Alcohol Abuse, we at the Highw ay Safety Planning Agency would like to thank the Task Force for their many hours of work in compiling the information to make that report possible. It is our consensus that this report cleariy identified the magnitude of the alcohol problem in Alaska and also went on to identify how State dollars can best be expended to meet the challenge of reducing injury and fatalities of our States most valuable resource, it's people.O n behalf of Commissioner Burton and the Department of Public Safety, we applaud the Task Force on their work and look forward to working with them in a concerted effort to make their recommendations a reality.Again , "Thank You" to you and all the members for a job well done.Sincerely
Lorn M . Campbell AdministratorHighway Safety Planning Agencycc: Richard Burton, Commissioner
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March 7, 1994

Sen. Bart Sharp 
Room 514 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Sharp:

Like many advocates working on the drunk driving issue, my experience is a personal 
one. It was my daughter’s death at the hands of a multiple repeat-otfender drunk driver that 
launched M ADD, and as founder o f MADD, I have been a longtime activist working to 
strengthen the penalties against drunk drivers. Sadly, drunk driving conunues to be a dreadful 
problem on our nation’s highways, and that is precisely why we should all seek long-term, 
effective means to address this problem.

It is our belief that the proposed lowering o f the BAC from .10 percent to .08 percent 
is not a long-term, effective solution. It will not impact the drunk driving problem, and will 
certainly not affect the real cause o f the majority of crashes: the drivers who drive at high BAC 
levels.

Indeed, research (both government and independent studies) over the past twenty years 
shows that 70 to 75 percent o f those convicted o f driving while drunk have a BAC o f at least
0.15 percent and many have levels o f .20 percent o f higher. Lowering the BAC to .08 percent 
will not impede the problem drivers, who now get behind the wheel with BACs well above the 
current .10 limit. These are the real dangers on our roads; the ones we should concentrate on.

Furthermore, there is no identifiable decrease in the rate o f  alcohol-related fatalities in 
those states that have reduced their legal BAC to .08 percent. In 1991, in two separate repons 
(one most recently done by the California Department of Motor Vehicles) the analysis of the 
California experience has proven what one would expect from a .08 statute-- crashes and 
fatalities have continued to persist at the high BAC levels where the dangerous drunk drivers are 
found.

A study done by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) on the 
California experience showed that among fatalities o f drivers who had BACs o f . 15 to . 19, the 
number o f fatalities increased over the comparative years, rather than decreasing. The 
California study notes, as does the NHTSA report, there was no significant change in alcohol 
related crashes in California after implementation o f .08. In fact, there were increased alcohol 
related crashes in two of the study sites.
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Legislative and enforcement efforts should concentrate on the problem drinkers, arresting 
more o f them rather than diluting enforcement efforts by shifting the focus to include drivers 
with lower BACs. The American Beverage Institute is interested in supporting sanctions that 
work. That is why we are introducing legislation such as the Graduated Penalty bill similar to 
the one introduced in Washington State. This legislation focuses on the real culprits on our 
highways, the highways, the high BACs, the repeat offender drivers.

The hospitality industry has long worked side by side with anti-drunk driving activists 
on this issue and believes strongly that drunk driving affects all o f  us. ABI equally believes that 
we must continue to look for meaningful, long-term solutions instead o f hastily adopting short­
term, ineffective legislation. The Alaskan Legislature must affirm its commitment to this 
problem by supporting strategies that really work-- not ones that fee! good but do very little.

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter.

Sincerely,

CLL:jcf
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SB 32/HB 61
LOWERING THE PRESUMPTIVE LEVEL TO .08%

Drinking and driving under the influence of drugs or alcohol 
continues to be a matter of grave concern to the citizens of Alaska. 
Behavior and attitudes toward the drinking driver have changed 
remarkably in the last decade. Drinking and driving is no longer as 
socially acceptable as it once was. People have come to 
understand and realize the high price we pay for such excesses.
As attitudes change in recognition of the problem, so should our 
laws.
The trend nationally has been to lower the presumptive level in 
Driving While Intoxicated cases from .10% to .08%. Studies show 
that drivers with this lower level of alcohol in their blood are 
significantly impaired. Drivers with this level of impairment are 
responsible for a large percentage of motor vehicle accidents 
causing untold damage to property and human life.

We believe that there is a relationship between a lower limit of blood 
alcohol content and the reduction of the alcohol related accidents. 
The passage of this biil will assist law enforcement in removing the 
impaired driver off the roadways, and the citizens of Alaska will be 
better protected.
Besides lowering the presumptive level of intoxication from .10% to 
.08%, we encourage the legislature to change the implied Consent 
Law to require motorists to submit to a test of any combination of 
blood, breath, or urine tests, with the type of test to be administered 
left to the discretion of the arresting officer. Presently, the only test 
required is a breath test which is incapable of determining drug 
intoxication.
Further, we propose rescinding the statutory language that became 
effective in 1991 which allows people who refuse to take a breath 
test and people who are DWI re-offenders to have a limited license. 
This language makes Alaska ineligible for Federal 410 Funds 
(approximately $400,000 annually). Another requirement of 410 
Funds is that the state adopt the .08% presumptive intoxication level 
within 4 or 5 years of the receipt of the funds. Unless the 
legislature changes the language mentioned above, the State of 
Alaska will continue to be ineligible for federal funds.



Alcohol Related Fatalities
by Driver's Blood Alcohol Content
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Drunk Driving: W ho's the Problem?
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L ow ering the intoxica:: r. 
threshold  from .10 ‘ to .JS~- 
‘Aro u ld  do n oth in g  to reduce 
the deaths cau sed  bv driver 
already lega lly  drunk.
93% or the d eath s caused  
by drunk drivers w o u id  be 
by drivers at or above  
a BAC ot .10%.

P ercen t of .Alcohol R elated  FatalitiesSource: Unpublished tabulations by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration A m erican  Beverage institu te. ;9"?4
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M R P I Q  ’ 9 4  1 3 = 5 4  L E G . h F F A I P S  -  HOMER

R o b e r t  N a k a d a  
173 W . P i o n e e r  Ave,
H o m e r , A k . '.19603

H o n o r a b l e  S e n a t o r :

I am w r i t i n g  t o - a s k  y o u  not to p a s s  H O U S E  3ill No. 31.
T h e  bill that w i l l  c h a n g e  the l e g a l  l i m i t  for i n t o x i c a t i o n  
f r o m  .10 to .08 p e r c e n t .  I h a v e  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  the r a m i f a c t i o n s  
of this a c t i o n  a n d  am a g a i n s t  it for the f o l l o w i n g  r easons.

1. It w i l l  s e r i o u s l y  h u r t  the t o u r i s t  i n d u s t r y  as v i s i t e r s  f r o m  o t h e r  
stat e s ,  t h i n k i n g  that the f e d e r a l  i n t o x i c a t i o n  l i m i t  a p p l i e s  here, 
as in e v e r y  o t h e r  state, c o u l d  u n k n o w i n g l y  s u r p a s s  the p r o p o s e d  new 
s t a t e  limit, but he  l e g a l  in a n y  o t h e r  state. In th i s  w a y  y o u  w o u l d  
b e  m a k i n g  c r i m i n a l s  of o t h e r w i s e  l a w - a b i d i n g  c i t i z e n s .  T o r  example, 
I k n o w  of o n e  b a r t e n d e r  that a l m o s t  g o t  f i r e d  b e c a u s e  she s e r v e d  win 
to a c u s t o m e r  in a l a r g e r  gl a s s ,  a n d  w a s  t o l d  t h a t  c o u l d  p u t  them 
o v e r  the l i m i t  w i t h o u t  t h e i r  k n o w l e d g e .  Y o u  c o u l d  be d o i n g  the same 
t h i n g  to o u t  of s t a t e  v i s i t e r s  and r e s i d e n t s  al i k e .

2. It w o n ' t  take m a n y  o u t  of s t a t e  v i s i t o r s  t a k i n g  t a l e s  h o m e  to 
c a u s e  d r o p s  in t o u r i s t  flow. It c o u l d  e v e n  m a k e  the n a t i o n a l  news.

3. T h i s  c o u l d  h u r t  n o n - t o u r i s t  r e l a t e d  b u s i n e s s  a n d  c o n f e r e n c e s  as 
w e l l .  A b u s i n e s s  m a n  c o u l d  be f l y i n g  in on a o n e  d a y  m e e t i n g  and

j c o u l d  be l e a v i n g  the s a m e  ni g h t .  He c o u l d  h a v e  t w o  d r i n k s  cn his
f l i g h t  in, r e n t  a c a r  to d r i v e  to t h e  m e e t i n g ,  g e t  a r r e s t e d  for 
DWI w i t h  a l i m i t  th a t  o n l y  a p p l i e s  to  t h i s  state. He w o u l d  h a v e  to 
s p e n d  at l e a s t  t h r e e  d a y s  here, ( s t a t e  m i n i m u m  jail time for DWI) 
a n d  p o s s i b l y  lose the c o n t r a c t  a n d  h i s  job as a bonus.

4. I h a v e  k n o w n  p e o p l e  w h o  g a u g e  t h e i r  s o b r i e t y  cn  a r u l e - o f - t h u m b  
(one d r i n k  an hcui*/, s p e n d  a l o n g  a n d  q u i e t  e v e n i n g  in the c o m p a n y  
o f  o t h e r s  a n d  at m e  e n d  of the e v e n i n g  a c t u a l l y  c o n s i d e r  w h e t h e r  
t h e y  are a t h r e a t  to t h e m s e l v e s  or o t h e r s  b e f o r e  d riving.

T h i s  w o u l d  do n o t h i n g  to i n c r e a s e  c o n v i c t i o n  of the d a n g e r o u s ,  
" h u n d r e d  m i l e  an h o u r "  type of d r u n k  d r i v e r ,  w h o  i? u s u a l l y  in 
the .20 or  a b o v e  range, the t y p e  w h o  b e l t s  d o w n  a b u n c h  of beers, 
c l i m b s  in his car so d r u n k  he c a n ' t  f i n d  the k e y  hoie, and runs 
d o w n  p e o p l e  in c r o s s w a l k s .  T h i s  is the type of d r u n k  d r i v e r  I, as 
a p a r e n t  a n d  p e d e s t r i a n  (and d r i v e r ) ,  am  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  s t o p p i n g .

D e s i g n a t e d  d r i v e r s  are fine, if you a r e  r e a l l y  g o i n g  o u t  to an 
e v e n t  (ie. New T s a r ' s  Eve, the S u p e r b o w l  G a m e ), b u t  w h a t  a b o u t  an 
a.- n'versary o r  a q u i e t  c a n d l e l i t  d i n n e r ?  It w o u l d  net feel r i g h t  
to n a v e  a t h i r d  p e r s o n  t h e r e  as  c h a u f f e u r ,  j u s t  so y o u  can b o t h  
h a v e  a d r i n k  w i t h  y o u r  dinner.

I u r g e  y o u  a g a i n  r.ot to p a s s  t h i s  bill. T h a n k  y o u  for your time.



THIS COMMUNICATION
April 19, 1993

Dear Editor,

The traffic deaths on our Alaskan highways is sobering!

In your editorial published on 6 April you stated that in 1991 half of the 101 
people that died on our highways were alcohol-related deaths. This misleading 
tidbit of information was written to support passage of House Bill 61. A bill 
that would lower the Blood Alcohol Level, BAC, from the existing 0.10 to 0.08.

Unlike you dear editor I got off my couch and did a little research of my own.

Hold on to your seats folks - are you going to be suprised!

I got a copy of the 1991 Alaska Traffic Accidents report from the Department of 

Transportation-Puolic Facilities, DOT-PF, located on Peger Road. On page 41 of 
this report Table C.3.1 blows a large hcle in what you claim . This table is 
titled "Human Factors Contributing to Alaska Traffic Accidents, 1991.

Tliis table shows that in 1991 there were 131 fatalities on our Alaskan highways 
contributed to human factors. Alcohol-related fatalities total 38. This means 

that out of the 131 fatalities caused by human factors in 1991, there were 93 
people killed by sober drivers!

This figure is no where the "half" you claim. What this table indicates is that 
your chances of getting killed by a sober driver over a driver who consumes alcohol 
is around 2.5 to 1. Notice I stated a driver who consumes alcohol instead of the 
more common mis-used term "drunk" driver. This is because DOT-PF says that alcohol- 
related accidents are accidents where any level of alcohol is detected or suspected.
I point this out because I do not want to accuse responsible people of being drunks 
just because they consume alcohol and drive.

I also discovered that DOT-PF showed four fatalities attributed to vehicles and 
four more fatalities attributed to roadways and environment. That brings the total 

fatalities for 1991 to 139. Now use your couch calculator to find that for every 
alcohol-related fatality in 1991 there were 3.65 non-alcohol-related fatalities.

Why not round thing off and say that when you get on our Alaskan road system your 
chances of getting killed by a sober driver in a shoddy vehicle on black ice is 

four times greater than getting wiped out by a driver who drank one or one hundred 
glasses of wine! You don't believe me? Get off your couch and start getting the 

facts.!!

Non-alcohol-related deaths accounted for 72.7Ti of all fatalities in Alaska in 1991. 
Nop-alcohol-related accidents accounted for 91.2% of all accidents in Alaska in 1991. 

Hey! Nine out of ten accidents in Alaska are caused by sober people!

So why do we want to direct our attention to lowering the BAC level when we have the 
numbers to show where the heavier problems are? The BAC level of 0.10 is working. 

Thanks to Mothers Against Drunk Drivers, M.A.D.D., and their aggressive public 
awareness programs we, the public, have become more responsible when it comes to 

drinking and driving.

A P R  t  0 1993 %
i

CPNM ®
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With the 0.10 BAC on the law books alcohol-related accidents for 1991 were 8.8%.
If we want to pass new laws, tougher laws, how about unsafe speed which caused 
19.2 % of all accidents. Or driver inattention, 11.5%, failure to yield, 10.9%?

Even the founder of M.A.D.D., Candy Lightner, states that lowering the BAC level to 
0.08 will not solve the problem with drinking drivers. Candy wants to concentrate on 
the repeat offender and the BAC level of 0.15 with stiffer fines and sentencing. She 
states that lowering the BAC won't make a difference to these offenders and that 
M.A.D.D. needs to focus on the programs and laws that will make the most difference.

And dear editor don't believe everything you read about how States with existing BAC 
levels of 0.08 have lowered alcohol-related deaths. In California, the state every­
body seems to refer to, you read that their alcohol-related fatalities dropped 12% 
when they put in the 0.08 BAC level. What you never read in the papers is that the 
year California made this astonishing report the number of alcohol-related collisions 
actually remained the same and that the laws requiring motorized seatbelts and 

airbags effective the same year accounted for the lower fatalities!

How come nobody asks how Washington State is doing? Look into it - you would be 
suprised.

Then there is the question of that almighty breath-alcobol tester used by all law 

enforcement agencies to determine your BAC level. This testing device, known as 
the Dial-a-drunk device in legal circles, is not quite the accurate piece of junk 
people have become accustomed to.

Since this is the critical device that determines your innocence or guilt the court 
systems have recognized the need for accuracy. Seems in Nebraska the Supreme Court 
ruled that all BAC level readings had to be reduced by 52%. The judges ruled that 
the defendant is entitled to the benefit of any "margin of error" as the breath- 
tester is the evidence used to make or break the case. Other State courts have 
allowed a margin of error from 22% on up. Guess what it is for Alaska?

Did you know that hyperventilating before breathing out could reduce alcohol levels 

by as much as 12% ? Or holding your breath prior to exhaling into a breath-alcohol 
tester could raise your alcohol level by as much as 19% ? If you have ever been 
picked up for driving under the influence and sat in the back of the patrol car and 
complained that it was to hot? Increased body temperatures will increase BAC levels.

Knowing all this new information I think it is obvious we should be addressing the 
real problems on our Alaskan roads. Tougher laws for speed violators and repeat 
offenders who are "drunk" drivers. Enhance enforcement of all existing traffic laws 
would probably do what we want, lower our accident and fatality rates.

Remember dear editor, if you want to burn a witch at the stake, don't use wet wood!

Are yo "  "  r ' ' ’ rant everybody to stop drinking, period!

Larry

Sincer

457-1327
Fairbanks, Alaska 99712



How Reliable Is
BREATH-
ALCOHOL
TESTING?

Flaws
Unfor t unate l y ,  whi le brenih-alcohol an­

a lys i s  might appear 10 be an ideal mean', of  
i demjTying OU IA  dr ivers ,  il is f lawed 
Breath testers, such as the Breathalyrci 
and the Intoxi l yzer ,  make absolutely no a l ­
l owance  for var iat ions in human phys iolo­
gy  and biochemistry.  These instruments 
equa l i z e  al l subjects lested, which accounts 
fo r  the f lawed nature o f  breath testing

Ch ie f  among the f laws is the assumption 
that al l  subjects tested are character ized bs 
the speci f ic al seolar breath-blood alcohol 
re l at ionsh ip referred to preciously The re 
aJitv is that this relat ionship can \ ary signi­
f i c an t l y  among ind i v i dua l s and a part i cu­
lar breath test result can be cither lower or 
h i gher  than the actual  BAC.  This problem 
pr ompte d  the Nebraska Supreme Court in 
Fe b ru a r y .  198', to rule partial ly in favor 
o f  a defendant  who was evaluated with ihi 
Inios i i l yzer and found to base a BAC of  
0.164^0. Al though the Coun upheld the 
d e f e n d a n t ’s convict ion because oiher evi ­
dence s t rongly supported his OUIA status, 
it dec i ded  that his BAC reading should be 
reduced  by approximately 52r o This 
marg in  o f  error was der ived from the testi­
m on y  o f  a pharmacologis i  who served as 
an expert defense wi tness in the case 
Mor eo v e r ,  the Court cued a I9'8 'uhne 
(Sia te  o f  ^'eli'asha v. Bjom sen). which 
he ld  thal  a defendant is enti t led to the 
benef i t  o f  any margin o f  error associated 
w i th  (he result o f  a par t i cu l ar test.

Interes t i ng l y,  Kurt Dubowski  o f  the 
Un i ve r s i t y  o f  Okl ahoma , one of the fore­
mos t  proponents o f  breath-alcohol analy­
sis in ihe U S , has made a recommenda­
t ion that supports the docts'on of the Ne­
b r a s ka  Supreme Court In testimony he 
gave  in evident iary neanngs in the case of  
M unicipa lity  o f  Anchorage v, Sc"ann  
(A l a sk a  Court  of  Appeals .  1982), Duhow- 
ski  s tated that all BAC resul ts from breath 
ana ly s i s  ought to be reduced by a safety 
f ac tor  o f  0 O25r o. based on his research 
d a t a .  A l though not as substant ia l  a ' enac­
t i on as that adopted by the Nebraska Su­
p reme Cour t ,  the Dubowsk i  safely factor 
w o u l d  be s igni f icant ,  part icularly in bo r­
de r l i ne cases

[he  I .L!or ot (cmpcrai l i re is also cri t ical 
in breath testing An increased body t em ­
perature for a part icular i nd i v i dua l  wou ld 
produce a false high BAC result (and vice 
versa), since it wou ld cause more alcohol 
to escape f rom the b lood into the breath.

Addi t ional  uncer ta inty in breath test re­
sults stems from var iab les such as di f fer 
cnce-- in 'be br-.-a-hmg techniques o f  s u b ­
jects. po's ibic 'MvC respi ratory gas c o n ­
taminat ion.  and the t iming o f  a bro3ih 
test Wi th regard to the first , the Depar t ­
ment o f  Alcohol  and Drug Addic t i on Re­
search o f  the K j ' o l i n s ka  Inst i tute.  S tock ­
holm, Sweden, -cported in the earlv 1980’s 
that , i f  subjects hold their breath prior to 
exhalat ion, the level o f  al cohol  in the ex­
pired air can ince a s c  by as much as I S ' V  
A l t e rna t i v e l y ,  hype r ven t i l a t i ng  be fore 
breathing out coul d reduce alcohol  levels 
by as much as 1 2^0 . In effect,  then, 
breathing technique can account for an 
over-all var iat ion o f  JO^o in test results.

Breath examinat i ons do not take into 
account trace gases that are expired by all 
i ndiv idual s .  whether or not they have con­
sumed alcohol  These arc of ten the p r od ­
ucts o f  metabol ic processes and are exhal ­
ed in minute quant i t i es ,  al though the 
amount s vary on an ind i v i dua l  basis. In 
the ca.se o f  Intoxi lyzer and Breathalyzer an­
alyses, trace ga ‘ contaminat ion can pro­
duce a false high BAC reading.  The exten* 
o f  such increases wou ld  be expected to be 
smal l , but the effect cou l d be cri t ical ,  espe­
cially m a border l ine case. One way to deal 
with this problem cou l d be to give a su s­
pect the opt ion of  another test when he 
would be alcohol-free, t o ascertain wheth­
er or not trace gases make a natura l  cont r i ­
but ion to the breath test result 

The last o f the variables ci ted, the t im­
ing o f  a breath test, is cruc ia l .  For exam­
ple. when an md 's idua l  has consumed al ­
cohol ic beverages dur i ng a meal , the food 
in his or her s tomach wi l l  reduce the rate 
o f  absorpt ion o f  alcohol  into the b lood ­
stream. Scveral hours can elapse before 
complete absorpt ion occurs I f  ihis person 
is arrested as a suspected O U IA  drisei a f ­
ter complet ing t^at meal ,  the BAC at the 
time o f  arrest can he below the minimum 
O.I05'o l imn for a def ini te O U IA  class i f i ca­
tion However ,  by the t ime this person is 
tested, of ten one to two hours after arrest, 
the BAC ser .  wel l cou l d exceed 0.10°*o. 
and this would be the key piece o f  chemi­
cal es-dencc u ‘ Cd against this defendant m 
a cou rt o f law 

Pert inent io lb s ssue is test imony given 
in a D\k I case hs expert defense witness 
Jay Z immerman , associate professor o f  
phys iology. St John’s Univers i ty .  The d e ­
fendant had eaten a bacon cheeseburger 
and french Ines nearly one hour before he 
was mso l vcd m an accident that led to his 
arrest About (wo hours later, he under­
went two cv' i i secutne Breathalyzer tests 
conducted IP minutes apart Z immerman 
testi f ied ihat the high fat coni cm of  this 
food substant ial ly wou ld delay the absorp­
tion o f  alcohol mio the bloodst ream.

Therefore, he maintained, ihe m  i M AC 
readings, 0.1507o and 0 . l 6 (ro, respectively, 
could not be used to predict conclusively 
that the defendant ’s BAC at the t ime of  
the accident had bcenO. IOiro or higher. A l ­
though the defendant was found gui l ty. 
Zimmerman's test imony ul t imate ly had a 
positive effect, for the convict ion was re­
ve re d  {People i M e'i:. State o f  New 
' iork.  1986).

Breath-alcohol testing is obs ious l y an 
imperfect approach to ident i fying mtoxi- 
caicd drivers. This point was made qui te 
effectively by at iorney Stephen Scaring, 
who successful ly defended former New 
Nork Knieks basketbal l  star Dase DeBus- 
schero in a DW| case. DeBusscherc was ar ­
rested in Long I s l and ’s Nassau County in 
July.  1986, and voluntar i ly took a Breath­
alyzer test that registered a BAC o f  0 .16 *̂0. 
During the subsequent trial . Scaring ar­
gued that the Breathalyzci used to evaluate 
his cl ient was "ant iqua ted,  unrel iable and 
capable of  being cal ibrated i ncorrect ly , "  
and he scornful ly termed the instrument 
"Dia l-a-Drunk ."  After a not gui l ty verdict 
was returned on Nov.  26, 1986, Nassau 
County District Court  Judge Harold Fer- 
tig. who presided over the trial , concl uded 
that the jury had ignored the Breathalyzer 
evidence.

Noied Miami  attorney Richard Essen 
and his s taf f  handle about 1.000 D W I  cas­
es annual ly. He also has at tacked the rel ia­
bi l i ty of  the breath test, tel l ing the New 
Tori; Daily Sew s (Oct. 19, 1986), " I f  you 
have chewing gum in your mouth . . .  it 
can cause an inaccurate r ead ing. "  Essen 
has been remarkabl y successful in de f end ­
ing his cl ients.

The stand taken by Scaring. Essen, and 
numerous other attorneys recent ly was re­
inforced by a researcher in Clin ica l Chem- 
isir\, whose cr incal  commentary is note­
worthy:

In general, manufacturers’ specifications for 
ihe accuracy and precision of scientific instru­
ments are conversance, for obvious reasons, 
bin n is especially important ihat they be con- 
sersanse when I he measurements are used as 
es'dence in a legal proceeding There now arc 
abundani evpenmenial results ihai show that 
ihe manufaciurcrs" specifications for accuracy 
and precision of their breath analyzers arc far 
loo optimistic. . . . Manufacturers of qu3n- 
manse evidential breath-alcohol analyzers need 
io use explicit. unambiguous specifications for 
accuracy and precision that arc consistent with 
re-ubs of research published in ihe scientific It- 
le-jnjre Subjects should be informed thai 
breaih-analyzer results can be less accurate than 
direct BAC measurements, and a direct blood 
lest should be advised when the breath result is 
at or near statutory limns The practice of re­
porting an appropriate amount of uncertainty 
along wnh breath test results should also be 
adopted.

This view is, in effect, a plea for fair 
plas among all parties involved in DW I  
cases. I f  these recommendat ions are imple­
mented and str ict ly adhered to. just ice wil l  
be served better.



Mothers Against Drunk Driving

511 E. John Cajpcnier Pnvy.. Suite 700• Irving.Texas 75062-8187 'Telephone (214)744-MADD* PAX (214) 869-2206/2107

NATIONAL OFFICE

RESPONSES TO EDITORIAL COMMENTS FROM CANDY LIGHTNER

M A D D  is di sa ppointed that Candy Lightner, in h e r  n e w  role as 
lobbyist for the Am erican Beverage Institute, has c hosen the 
opp os it e side of the issue on lowering the BAC to .08. M ADD's  
pos it io n on this issue is w el l- f o u n d e d  and M A D D  is c on fi de n t th at  
adoption of this measure will help save lives.

Candy Li ghtner has not been involved with MA DD  since 1985 and is 
not a spo ke s pe rs on  for MADD.

M A D D  did not s i m p l y  pull the .08 BAC illegal limit out of the air. 
The dec is io n  of the Board of Directors of M A D D  to adv oc at e  .08 as 
the illegal per se level for drivers over the age of 21 was b as ed  
on re se a rc h and studies a n d  the impact of l o w e r i n g  the BAC in 
r e d uc in g alcohol related fatalities.

The evidence is u n c o n tr ov er te d that even e x p e r i e n c e d  drivers' 
d r i v i n g  skills are impaired at .08 and this w o u l d  set the level at 
w h ic h the  driv in g skills are proven to be c o m p r o m i s e d  for the va st  
m a j o r i t y  of drivers. (N H T S A )

R e s e a r c h  indicates that the risk of crash i n v o l v e m e n t  is 3 times 
h i g h e r  for d r iv er s with a BAC level of .08 t ha n it is w i t h  a zero 
BAC and the r e l a t i v e  f a ta l i t y  risk for dri ve rs  in si ngle v e h i c l e  
crashes with BACs between .05 and .09 is 11 times g r e a t e r  than for 
driv e rs  with a zero BAC.

A BAC level of .08 means a bout four drinks w i t h i n  one h ou r on an 
empty stomach for an a v e ra ge  male w e i g h i n g  160 pounds. U n li ke  Ms. 
Lightner, M A D D  does not con si de r  this level of c o n s u m p t i o n  to be 
"social drinking".

Low er in g the BAC level to .08 does not m e a n  t h a t  the avera g e 
indiv id ua l will be p r o h i b i t e d  from stopping and h a v i n g  a d r in k on 
the w a y  home from work. However, there is no m i n i m u m  a c c e p t a b l e  
safe level and it has been M AD D 7s po s it i o n  since the o r g a n i z a t i o n  
was founded t h a t  individuals simply should not d r i n k  and drive.

MA D D agrees w i t h  Ms. L i g h t n e r  that the high BAC d r i v e r  and the  
c h r on ic  alcohol abuser r e pr es en ts  a d a n g e ro us  t h r e a t  to s o c i e t y  an d 
that the m a j o r i t y  of alcohol related cras he s invo lv e of fe nd er s w i t h  
BACs e x c e e d i n g  .08. However, these heavy d r i n k i n g  d r i v e rs  are n o t



the only prob l em  and this does not mean that we can ignore the 
t ho us an ds  of victims who are killed or injured by o ff en d e r s  w it h a 
BAC lower than the average and in the .08 or below range. It is no 
c on so l a t i o n  to the family of a v ic t im  who was killed or injured, 
that the of fe nd e r ' s  BAC level was "only" .08 rathe r than .15.

Ms. L i g h tn er  has stated th a t most of the drivers w h o  are involved 
in fatal cras he s  have a hig h BAC and are repeat offenders. While 
the m a j o r i t y  of these drivers do have a high BAC level, 85% of them 
have no p r i o r  DUI conviction and are hot repeat offenders. If we 
remo ve d e ve ry  repea t  DUI o f fender from the road today, we would  
have no impact on 85% of all the high wa y crashes t h a t  are alcohol 
r e l a t e d .

M A D D '3 a p p r o a c h  to s t o pp in g im paired d r iv in g is to address the 
p r o b l e m  a cross the board. We must impact the potential offender, 
the first o f f e n d e r  and the repeat offender. We m u s t  look for 
s o lu ti on s to deal with the high BAC driver and the lower BAC 
driver. .08 BAC is just one of the tools that mu st  be used in the 
war again st  d r u n k  driving. We ca nnot exclude any m e a s u r e  tha t has 
life s a vi ng  potential.

There is no s i m p l e  solution nor single cure-all to stop impaired 
driving. M A D D  r- ’agnizes that we mus t  continue to exam in e and 
a dvocate for str on ge r  measures to impact the h igh-EAC driver; we 
w ould ho pe  t h a t  our lawmakers and t he public w ou ld  rec og ni ze  the 
equally i m p o r t a n t  need to address the problem of i mpaired drivers 
at all B AC levels. The lives and w e l f a r e  of the c i t i z e n s  of this 
c o un tr y c a n n o t  be s acrificed for the profit d e r i ve d from the sale 
of one less or one more drink.

Ms. L i g h t n e r ' s  dec is i on  to become a paid lobbyist for the A m e ri ca n 
Bev er ag e I n s t i t u t e  is a personal d ecision she has m a d e  at this 
point in h e r  life and should not be used to c loud the issues 
s u r r o u n d i n g  t he efforts of MAD D and other highway s a f e t y  advocates 
to stop i m p a i r e d  driv in g  and save lives.
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1992  
Traffic Deaths ■ ALASKA

SUMMARY - 1992 ALASKA TRAFFIC DEATHS 31 December 1993

Factors Contributing To Alaska Traffic Accident Deaths - 1992

FACTOR DEATHS PER CENT

Alcohol 46 30.5 y.

Unsafe Speed 34 22.5 X

Human Factors, Other 17 11.3 X

Roadway & Environment 15 9.9 %

Driver Inattention 12 8.0 X

Failure To Yield 7 4.6 X

Passenger; Wrong Lane Uae 5 3.3 %

Pedestrian Error 5 3.3 X

Traffic Control Ignored 5 3.3 X

Vehicular 5 3.3 %

151 100 %

SOURCE: Alaska Department Of Transportation And Public Facilities,

DOT-PF, "1992 Alaska Traffic Accidents"
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1992
ALASKA T R A FF IC  ACCIDENTS

SUMMARY - 1992 ALASKA TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS 31 December 1993

NUMBER OF OCCURRENCES - Alaska Traffic Accidents by Frequency

and Factor Type

CONTRIBUTING FACTOR NUMBER OF OCCURRENCES PER CENT

Unsafe Speed 3,156 18.6 %

Roadway 6 Environment 2,990 17.6 X

Human Factors - Other 2,976 17.5 1

Failure to Yield 2,014 12.0 Z

Driver Inattention 1,823 10.7 %

Alcohol 1,583 9.3 Z

Passing; Wrong I.one Use- 767 4.5 7.

Improper Turning 668 4.0 %

Following To Closely 630 3.7 %

Vehicular 362 2.1 X

16,969 100 %

SOURCE: Alaska Department of Transportation And Public Facilities,
DOT-PF, "1991 Alaaka Traffic Accidents"
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1992 ALASKA TRAFFIC ACCIDSKTS

Tjible C . 6 . 1
Huoan Fac co ra  C o n t r i b u t i n g  co . \ l ae l t a  T r a f f i c  Ac c i d en t s  

by Ac c t d an c  I n j u r y  S e v e r i t y ,  1992

CONTRIBUTING FACTOR NUMBER OF OCCURRENC.:s

TOTAL

P r o p e r t y
Damage

Only
Minor
I n j u r y

Major
I n j u r y F a c a lA l c oh o l ,  catc  g i v e n .......... 336 288 77 36 797A l c o h o l ,  no caac j l v a n  . 116 31 23 222Alcohol  auspeeced ............... 375 135 28 566I l l e g a l  d ruga  ...................... 9 5 5 20

P r a a c r i p c l o n  o o d l e a c i o n 3 2 1 6
Loac c o n a c i o u s n e i a ............ 10 11 I 22
F a l l  a a l a o p  ........................... *6 67 16 111
D r i v e r  l n a c c e n c l o n  .......... 1 . 193 571 67 12 1 ,323
P a s s e n g e r  d l a c r a c c i o n  . . 29 22 3 56
F h y a l c a l  d l a e b i l i c y  . . . . 7 5 2 16
I l l n e s s  ..................................... 9 6 2 15
D r i v e r  i n e x p a c lo n c e  . . . . 259 111 18 392
Unsafe  b a c k i n g  .................... 676 26 2 500
F a i l u r e  co y i e l d  ............... 1 , 386 571 52 2 ,0 1 6
F o l l o w i n g  coo c l o s e l y  . . 623 200 5 630
P a s s i n g :  wrong l i n e  use 617 119 26 767
P a d s a c r l  in a r r o r  . . . . . . . 26 59 19 111
T r a f f i c  c o n c r o l  i g n o r e d 361 235 20 621
Imp rope r  c u rn i n g  ............... 563 108 16 668
Unsafe  i p a a d  ........................ 2 , 176 350 98 3 3 ,156
Ochar  huaan  f a c t o r  .......... 826 256 23 1 ,110
ALL HUMAN FACTORS ............ 9 , 2 8 0 3 ,72 6 682 13 13 ,517

Tab lo  C . 5 . 1
V e h i c u l a r  F a c t o r s  C o n t r i b u t i n g  co A la ek a  T r a f f i c  A c c i d e n t s ,  

by A c e id e n c  I n j u r y  S e v e r i t y ,  1992

CONTRIBUTING FACTOR NUMBER OF OCCURRENCES

TOTAL

P r o p e r t y
Damage

Only
Minor
I n j u r y

Hejor
I n j u r y F e c e l

D e f e c d v a  a c c e l e r a t o r  . . 11 3 1 . 15
D a f a c c l v e  b r a k e s  ............... 59 2v 1 2 9L
T i r e  f a i l u r e ;  I nad equ acy 36 23 2 1 60
S t e e r i n g  f a i l u r e  ............... 9 6 • 1 16
W i n d s h i e l d  Inadequacy  , . 6 « • 6
D e f e c t i v e  h e a d l i g h t s  . . . 3 6 1 10
Och a r  l i g h t i n g  d e f a c e  . . 26 7 2 33
O v e r s i z e d  ................................. 10 3 • 1 16
D e f e c t i v e  cow h i t c h  . . . . 13 • . 13
Oche r  v e h i c u l a r  f a c t o r  . 67 32 5 106
ALL VEHICULAR FACTORS . . 236 109 12 5 362

T a b l a  C . 7 . I
F a c t o r s  C o n c r i b u c i n g  CO Alaska T r a f f i c  Accldanca,  
by Accldanc I n j u r y  S e v s r i t y  and Faccoc Typo,  1992

FACTOR TYPE NUMBER OF OCCURRENCES

TOTAL

P r o p e r t y
Damage

Only
Minor
I n j u r y

Major
I n j u r y F a c a l

Human .......................................... 9 , 2 8 0 3.726 682 1)1 13,617
Roadway .................................... 1 . 589 $08 32 8 2 , 1 )7
P n v l r o n a a n c a l  ...................... 610 216 22 7 353
V e h i c u l a r  ................................ 736 109 12 5 362
ALL FACTOR TYPES . . . . 11 .715 6 ,55 $ 568 IS1 16.969

published By.



1991 T ra f f i c  D e a th s  — ALASKA

SUMMARY - 11)9.I ALASKA TRAFFIC DEATHS 1 October 1992

FACTORS Contributing To Alaska Traffic Accident Deaths - 1991

FACTOR DEATHS PER CENT

Alcohol 38 27.32

Unsafe Speed 26 18.72

Ocher Human Faetovm 16 11.52

Driver Inatconcion 15 10.82

Passing; Wrong Lane Use 11 7.92

Pedestrian Error 9 6.52

Failure to Yield 8 5.82

Traffic Control Ignored 8 5.82

Roadways & Environmental 4 2.82

Veil J cl e 4 2.92

139

oo

SOURCE: Alaska Department of Transportation And Public Facilities,

DOT-PF, "1991 Alaska Traffic Accidents"
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1991 ALASKA TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS

SUMMARY - 1991 ALASKA TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS 1 October 1992

NUMBER OF OCCURRENCES - Alaska Traffic Accidents by Frequency and
Factor Type

CONTRIBUTING FACTOR NUMBER OF OCCURRENCES PER CENT

Unsafe Speed 3,506 19.2%

Roadways 4 Environmental 3,368 18.5%

Human Factors - not listed 3,002 16.4%

Driver Inattention 2,097 11.5%

Failure to Yield 1,992 10.9%

Alcohol 1,601 8.8%

Passing Wrong Lane 820 4.5%

Improper Turning 695 3.8%

Following To Closely 687 3.3%

Vehicle 473 • 2.6%

18,241 100 %
SOURCE: Alaska Department of Transportation And Public Facilities,

DOT-PF, "1991 Alaska Traffic Accidents"
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1991 ALASKA TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS

?Abi A C■ J . 1
Human Faccor t  Cont r i bu t ing  co Alaaka T r a f f i c  Acc iden ts  by Aecldanc !n ju ry  Savor l cy .  1991

CONTRIBUTING FACTOR NUMBER OF OCCURRENCES

TOTAL

Prope r ty
Damage

Only
Minor
In ju ry

Major
In j u ry Fata l

Alcohol ,  ca tc  g i v e n . . . . 440 273 71 20 314
Alconol ,  no t aac  j lvan  . 112 72 29 215
Alcohol eutpncced 37? 107 72 6 572.
11 l og * 1 drugi  . .  . . . 9 5 2 I f
P r e i c t i p t l o n  T.oriicaeiatt 4 3 2 2 11
Loac conciouanaaa . . . 12 a 3 23
Fa l l  a t l a ap  ......................... 53 53 10 2 118
Driver  inaccanclor .  . . . . 1.404 618 09 15 2,097
Paeeanger d i t t r a c t i o n  .. 40 26 at 70
Phyalcal  d i s a b i l i t y  .. 10 : I 19
I l l n e t *  . . . . i : 10 3 a 24
Driver  inoApericnee . . . . 200 136 18 a4 415
UnaaFa J a ck in s  .. 420 21 J a 44 6
F a i l u r e  :o y l a l d  ............. 1,334 581 49 8 1,792
Following coo c l o i e l y soc 179 7 1 037
P a t t i n g ,  wrong Inna uao 04 9 136 24 1 A 820
P ad o t t r i a n  a r r o r  . 37 31 17 1 94
T r a f f i c  eoncrol  lgnorad 380 231 23 653
Improper t u r n ing  ........... 548 127 16 H 695
UnaaFa apaad ...................... 2.436 916 128 26 3,506
Otb t r  human f a c t o r  . . . 812 201 34 5 1.112
ALL HUMAN FACTORS ........... 9,880 3, 326 533 131 14,400

ICC  |

Tabl a C.4.1
Vehicu la r  Fac ca i » C on t r i bu t i n g  to  Alaska T r a f f i c  Acc ident*.  by Accident  I n j u ry  S av o r i t y .

1991

CONTRIBUTING FACTOR NUMBER OF OCCURRENCES

TOTAL

Propa r ty
Damngo

Only
Minor
I n j u ry

Ka
Ini

or
ury Feta l

Oefact i va  a c c e l e r a t o r  , . 10 3 I 14
Defect i ve  orakee ............. 71 27 7 *»A. 107
Ti r e  Fa i l u r e ,  inadequacy 6? 17 4 70
S tee r i ng  Fa i l u r e  .............. 14 9 1 26
Uind th l e ld  inadequacy . 2 %k • 3
Defect i ve  h t a d l l g h c s 3 4 • 1A 10
Cthev l i g h t i n g  d e f ec t  . 33 11 2 • u 6
Ovoral red v an t c i e  ......... 19 3 • 72
Defeci t va  tow h i t c h  . . . . 11 1 1 13
Ochar vah lcu la i  f a c t o r  . 118 40 3 I 162
ALL VEHICULAR FACTORS . . 332 113 19 4 473

,  , , T»bl« C .5 .1
i»v l rorwonca l  and .Headway Faccora C o r t r l b u t i n g  to  A U i k i  T r a f f i c  Accldonta  by Aecldonc

. n j u r y  Savor l sy  and " a c t o r .  1991

CONTRISLTINC FACTOR HUMBER OF OCCURRENCES

Proper ty
Damage

Only
Minor
I n j u ry

Major
I n j u ry F a t a l TOTAL

Animal a c t i on  .....................
C l a r a  .......................................
Vlav o ba t ru c t a d ;  U n i t e d  
Ochar anv l r .  f a c t o r  . . .  
Bad lana na rk i ng  . . . . . . .
Cons t ruc t i on  d e h r i i  . . . .
Paveira.it d e t e r i o r a t e d  . .  
Pavement i l l p p a r y  , . , . .  
Inadequate i hou lde r e  . . 
Sign m i n i n g  or  occludad 
Signal  I nopa ra t l va  
Other  roa ‘
ALL CNVIR

Factorro a d w a y
AND ROAOUA/

799 
16 

713 
109 
IS 
10 
21 

1.411 
28 
1 
S 

120 
7 492

;«
24

107
24
11
4
7

JOS
4
1
21

34
798

12
4

1*
3

2
24

389
04

334
13?
46
14 
30

2, ISO
15 
6 
;

1)0
1.168
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AlCOHOL-RELATED CRASHES - 1976 lliru 1992

F A T A l  C R A S H E S D E A T H S N O N E A T A I  I N I H R Y  C R A S H E S

Year

Tolal

Crashes

Alcohol

Related <  Diff >

%  Alcohol 

Related

Tolal

Deaths

Alcohol

Related <  Diff >

%  Alcohol 

Related

Total

Crashes

Alcohol

Related <  Diff >

%  Alcohol 

’ Related

1 9 7 6 111 6 7 41 6 0  4 % 124 N / A N / A N / A N / A N / A N / A N / A

1 9 7 7 130 6 4 6 6 4 9 . 2 % 1 36 N / A N / A N / A N / A N / A N / A N / A

1 9 7 0 112 59 53 5 2 . 7 % 127 59 68 4 6 . 5 % 3.263 651 2,612 20  0 %

1979 01 45 36 5 5 . 6 % 91 6 9 22 7 5 . 8 % 3.161 6 6 3 2,498 21 0 %

1 9 0 0 79 43 36 5 4 . 4 % 8 8 64 24 7 2 . 7 % 3,340 7 0 7 2,641 2 1 . 1 %

1901 9 0 50 40 5 5  6 % 100 76 24 7 6  0 % 3.852 8 9 9 2,953 23 3 %

1902 9 8 54 44 5 5 . 1 % 107 54 53 5 0  5 % 4,104 8 9 7 3.207 2 1 . 9 %

1 9 0 3 135 53 82 3 9 . 3 % 150 64 8 6 42.7°i 4.476 9 5 9 3,517 2 1 . 4 %

1904 123 .61 62 4 9 6 % 137 70 6 7 51 1 % 4,743 9 5 6 3.707 2 0  2 %

1905 107 58 4 9 5 4 . 2 % 127 6 9 58 5 4 . 3 % 4,170 7 79 3,391 18. 7 %

1 9 8 6 8 9 4 6 43 5 1 . 7 % 101 50 51 4 9 . 5 % 3,620 6 5 6 2.964 18 1 %

1907 7 0 4 0 30 5 7 . 1 % 76 44 32 5 7 . 9 % 3,318 6 7 6 2.642 2 0 . 4 %

1 9 0 8 8 6 43 43 5 0 0 % 9 7 4 8 49 4 9  5 % 3,500 6 3 4 2.866 1 8 . 1 %

1989 79 44 35 5 5 . 7 % 84 4 6 38 5 4 . 8 % 3,622 6 5 2 2.970 18 0 %

1990 92 4 7 45 5 1 . 1 % 9 8 48 50 4 9  0 % 3,775 67 4 3,101. 17.9°/

1991 9 0 45 45 5 0  0 % 101 50 51 4 1 . 5 % 3,890 6 7 0 3.212 1 7 . 4 %

1 9 9 2 8 9 5 0 39 5 6 . 2 % 108 61 4 7 56 5 % 3,786 6 6 5 J.121 1 7 6 %

Total 1,420 7 3 0 602 5 2 . 0 % 1,592 U 7 2 7 2 0 5 4 . 8 % S6.62U 11,146 45,402 l‘J. 7 %

N/A -  nol available

NOIL: Alcohol injuiy data bom 19/1) to 1904 was extrapolated liom I lie hatd t ojiy of lint; chatls found in previous I 151’s. No suppottlng tlala tan  Lit; found to 
D O I’s accident summ tries until 191)6.

lil t:  ah u/ruf, a/s
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ALCOHOL-RELATED CRASHES -  1976 Him 1992

Year

Tolal

Injuries

N O N - F A T A L  INJU R I E S  

Alcoliol

Related <  D i d  >

%  Alcohol 

Related

P R O P E R T Y  D A M A G E  C R A S H E S

Total Akoliol 

Crashes Related <  Dill >

%  Alcohol 

Related

Tolal

Crashes

All T R A F F I C  C R A S H E S  

Alcohol

Related <  D i d  >

%  Alcohol 

Related

1 9 7 6 N / A N / A N / A N / A N / A N / A N / A N / A N / A N / A N / A N / A

1977 N / A N / A IS/A N / A N / A N / A N / A N / A N / A N / A N / A N / A

■1970 4,695 9 8 6 3,709 2 1 . 0 % 9,537 9 0 9 8,628 9 . 5 % 12,912 1,619 11,293 12 5 %

1 9 7 9 4,560 9 94 3,566 2 1 . 8 % 10,277 9 2 9 9,340 9 . 0 % 13,519 1.637 11,882 12 . 1 %

1 9 0 0 4.992 1093 3,899 2 1 . 9 % 9,735 1,043 8.692 10 . 7 % 13,162 1.793 11.369 13 . 6 %

1981 5,703 1394 4,389 2 4 . 1 % 10,158 1,156 9,002 1 1 . 4 % 14,100 2,105 11.995 14 9 %

1902 6,047 1 3 6 7 4,680 2 2  6 % 12,541 1,241 11.300 9 . 9 % 16.743 2,192 1 1,551 1 3 . 1 %

1903 6,705 1 4 6 8 5,237 2 1 . 9 % 13,509 1,275 12,234 9 . 4 % 18,120 2.207 15.831 12 6 %

1984 6,852 1062 5,790 1 5 . 5 % 14.499 1,338 13,161 9 . 2 % 19,365 2,355 17,010 12 . 2 %

1 9 0 5 6,030 9 0 8 5,130 1 5 . 0 % 13,423 1.052 12.171 7 . 8 % 17,700 1,089 15,011 10 7 %

1 9 0 6 5,424 741 4.683 1 3 . 7 % 11,149 7 90 10,359 7 . 1 % 14,050 1,492 13,366 1 0 0 %

1 9 8 7 4,984 7 9 9 4,105 1 6 . 0 % 9,902 733 9,169 7 4 % 13.290 1,449 11,041 10 9 %

1 9 0 8 5,215 7 02 4,513 1 3 . 5 % 9,714 724 0.990 7 . 5 % 13.300 1,401 11,899 10.5"

1 9 0 9 5,550 752 4,798 1 3 . 5 % 10.663 790 9.873 7 . 4 % 14,364 1,486 12,070 10 3 %

1 9 9 0 5,859 792 5,067 1 3 . 5 % 12,423 9 1 7 11,506 7 . 4 % 16.290 1,630 14,652 10 1 %

1991 5,669 743 4,926 1 3 . 1 % 11,910 1,013 10,097 8 5 % 15.890 1,736 14,154 10 9 %

1 9 9 2 5,561 661 4,900 1 1 . 9 % 11,726 9 23 10,803 7 . 9 % 15.601 1.638 13.963 10 5 %

Total 03,934 14,462 69,472 1 7 . 2 % 171,166 14,033 156,333 0 . 7 % 229,214 26,717 202,497 11.7%
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AIcohal-Hefated Deaths 
Three-Year Averages

■ StateX Before .08 After .08 Differencei
! California 2,591 (87-89) • 2 ,215 (90-91)* 376 less fatais/yr 

A 1 4 .5 %  decrease

' Utah-— ~~138 (80-32}- ^  TT4T8S .56)—
•

24“ Jess fatab/yr- 
A 17-4% decrease

Oregon 316 {80-82} 270 (84-86) 46 Jess fatafs/yr- 
A 1 4 ,5 %  decrease

Maine 111 (35-87) 70 (89-91) 41 less fatals/yr. 
A 3 7 %  decrease

Totai ‘ 
4  States

3,156 2 ,669 487 less fatafe/yr 
A 15 _4 %  decrease J

•California fatalities are 2-year avarsga of 1930-1997; 1392 data not ccmptetc as of 3/93.

Drunk Driving Arrests 
Three-Year Averages

. State Before .08 After .03 • I Difference
California 
(CHP only)

135,260 (87-89)
» * «• • • 140,715 (90-92) + 5,485 arrests/yr. 

A 4% increase.
Utah 9,400 (80-82); • * ‘ 13,700 (84-86) +4v300 arrests/yr. 

A 45% increase.
Oregon • 29.369 (80-82) 24,743 (84-86) •4,626 arrests/yr. 

A 16% decrease.
Maine ‘ 9,693 (85-87) ‘ 11,827 (89-91) +2,134 arrasts/yr. 

A 22% increase.
' Total 

4  States 183,722 :: • ’ 190,985
+7.263 arrests/yr. 
A 3.9% increase.

SArETY BELTS SAVE LIVES

AUTO 3AFE1Y HOTUNE(SOOJCU-CBS
vfem. nc.Ai»*3ao-Dta



Concentrated Attention, Speed 
Control, Braking, Steering, Gear 
Changing, Lane Tracking, 
Judgment

Tracking, Divided Attention, 
Coordination, Comprehension, 

 Eye Movement
v  Simple Reaction Time, 

Emergency Response
£— -—- Choice Reaction Time

BAC and Impairment
BLOOD ALCOHOL CONCENTRATION INFO



12 Times 

9 Times 

3 Times 

2.5 Times 

2 Times

BAC and Crash Risk



Relative Fatality Risk for Drivers in 
Single Vehicle Crashes by BAC 

(Zador, IIHS, 1991)



31 1 !  C S n iE E r 

A .N '.k g ju c c . A la s k a  9 9 5 0 3 -G9 5 7  
5 6 1 -7 0 0 7

W h ile  in  S s s s o n :

A la s k a  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  

J u n e a u ,  A la s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2  
4 6 5 -4 9 6 3

FEM A LE 100 L B S.

FEM A LE 140 L B S.

FEM ALE 180 L B S.

M A LE 120 L B S.

M ALE 160 LBS.

M A LE 2 0 0  L B S.

M A LE 2 4 0  L B S.

H ouse of R epresentatives D i s t r i c t  i  *■

S a n d  La k e  

S pe n a r d  

T a k u - C \ m pbell

Representative Jim Nordlund

Alaska State Legislate

# OF DRINKS TO .10 BAC 
(1HR PERIOD)

2

3

4 

3

5

6 

7

#OF DRINKS TO .08 BAC 
(1HR PERIOD)

2

3

3

3

4

5

6

* Information from the "Controlled Drinking Guide" published by The Alaska Center for 
Responsible Alcohol Control



1 Drink = .50 ounces 
of alcohol

2 Drinks

Number of Drinks and BAC in One 
Hour of Drinking

4 Drinks

4 Drinks

3 Drinks

3 Drinks

2 Drinks

Male 
160 lbs. Female 

120 lbs.
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Effectiveness I
of

.08 Per Se

*  NHTSA Evaluated Effects of .08 in California
•  Results: i

”  81 % knew BAC limit was stricter
— Increase in DUI arrests
— 12% reduction in A/R fatalities
— Some of effects due to ALR



08 Per Se

Wifi .08 be cost effective?
The costs associated with the increased 
DWI arrests that will occur will be more 
than offset by lives saved due to 
reductions in alcohol-related fatalities. 
Eventually, reductions in drinking and 
driving should also occur and arrests will 
go back down.



BAC Limits in Other 
Countries

£©yntry. lileaal Per Se
Canada .08

Great Britain .08
Australia .05 - .08
Austria .08

Switzerland .08
Netherlands .. - .05

Norway .05
Finland .05
Sweden .02



Re la tive P robab ility  o f Invo lvem ent in Fata l C rashes fo r D rivers with BACs at Given Levels

NOTE:
RELATIVE PROBABILITY OF INVOLVENT 
EQUALS 1.0 AT A BAC OF ZERO

Are ALL people[impairedat .08% ?
the evidence say:?

jge
i o e.04 «U8 .12 .16

BLOOD ALCOHOL CONCENTRATION (%W/V)

•  GRAND RAPIDS. MICHIGAN. 300 FATAL OR SERIOUS CRASHES (Hurat 1974) ■ VERMONT, 10Q FATAL CRASHES (Hurst 1974)
COMPUMENT8 OF 

MNATOfl ULL LEONAflO


