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Alaska State Legislature

committee on „ — J . O '
bill/subject

Hello, my name is Kathryn Gronlund and I'm 21 years of age. First off 

I'd like to say that I feel (and I'm not alone on this) that no state

within the United States shouldhtit/couldn' t take away the rights of

a citizen/taxpayer to satisfy a womens privledge. In other words giving 

these women n Mrlref out of thoir situation (prsgnaney) . . .a situation 

that these women put themselves in and knew full well of the consequences!

Failed birth control isn't an excuse either because there isn't a con­

traception on the market that is 100% fool proof. We can not take away 

the right of one to satisfy another...it can not be this way if we want 

to continue democracy In America!

It is not a womens right to have an abortion when it's federally funded.

When a taxpayer helps foot the funding it's considered a privledge. If 

the majority of taxpayers do not want to help foot the funding of an 

abortion then democracy should rule. The only democratic t'.’.lng to do is 

put this issue to a vote and let every taxpayer choose if they want to 

be taxed on this issue.

This is far too controversial for government to be involved and make a law 

that states for another.

Signed:
restifigf-

Representing (Optional)

jSff P)<<W 655 L a J o a s/ /in/s . 999#?
AddressAddress

Phone No.

9/84 L»gis)id»* Informtrion Offit*
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the A r>- ~ f -Xjnx-»H-f ££&-£-
/   ̂ p iJ j committee name

committee on Sgnafc g»/l Ala 5 3 ( f l^ )a> t dated tL J —2-E .   .
. bill/subject

,  S J t , * # * * * »  ^
-jrs/X ) r  X 7 ~

S / l l  #*■  S 3  

g £  p / IS s ^ A '

Signed: / ^ L r r / £  s_
Testifier

 _ _____

Representing (Optional)
& 3  /? /ns/t- z &p j r //
Address
/s '£  r c / / / / < / i  as. < ?79c/ 9 <o 7  c? ^  S-§>3
Phone No.

9/4C LagliUdv* Infarmiilon Office
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As an Alaskan resident I would like to register my opposition to Senate Bill 53 and any state funding of abortions.
Ward Cove* AK 99928
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As an Alaskan resident I would like to register my opposition to Senate Bill 53 and any state
14531N. Tongass Ketchikan, AK 99901
2-Hl
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Alaska State Legislature

Pleass snter into the record my testimony to the   *~* *~^__
i committee name

committee on
bill/subject

Slgned:~=
Testifier

Representing (Optional)

7  P J
Address

Phone No

9/88 LtglaUd** lnfarm«don Onte*



93 17=44 LEG. AFFAIRS - KETCHIKAN

Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the
committee name

committee on
bill/subject

Testifier

Representing (Optional)

p./}. 7?av
Address

j l < 7  -  <n & i_________
Phone No

9/CS U ffin d vs  IMamutfon Qnica
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the M s s _
committee name

committee on    dated 3 _______ _
J ?  . biil/subject .
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Signed: 1 '0&23k £ l  £t£z£.
Testifier

Roproe<Representing (Optional)

f - a £ e » < 9 9 ^ ~ 9 9 ^
Address

£.V 7 - / 3 V __________________________________________________

Pfione No.

9/38 Ugiai«dv« tnfarmatfan Q M o
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the

committee on

- committee name

^  S 3  _ . d a>ed W s / f - 3

bill/subject 

-  - Q  j'Z U 'C ^ S - rr
-y"C-

t j£ d £ * ' /

z

—T>c
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r 2 ^  ' t d  L * A fSigned:
Test(fier

■W .

v./

Representing (Optional)

Address
J-3 -5 S  7 7.-)
Phone No.
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the 

committee on      dat

:ee name

bill/subject

Testifier

Representing (Optional)

Address

Phone No

9/8fl U gu la tiv * information om«®
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the
committee name

datedcommittee on
bill/subject

Testifier

Representing (Optional)

Address

Phone No

9/88 u g is iitw #  information O ffle t
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter Into the record my testimony to the
committee name

committee on
bill/subject

J -jE  /S  o /F je tfS ttft, -ro

^  '7 ) 1 - / / 0 0 ^  S 'r a T * . M 6

H y  f r & r x )  - r ^ y ~  & * .
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Testifier >» wj 
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<?A . u k S i / f y j
Representing (Optional) ^/■sreZlw- f<

Address
3 7 ^ — / £  / / ______

0/00 L«0<Sltfll«0 Inlufinolioo Olltet
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Representing (Optional)

2 / 3 2
Address

7 ^ / 4  -  A , V 7 < / ___________________________________________

Phone No.

Please enter Into the record my testimony to the

blll/subjoct
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter Into the record my testimony to the i=L£. S ’ S '

committee on S  3  .
bill/subject

committee name 

, dated - P . / l / f j j ' ..

Signed:
Testifier

Representing (Optional)

P . O - G & X  8 i ? 0 S S - ; U J a ^ r K a . .

Address

L t f & l '■) 3 l b ' - L t t e f r t _________________________________________________________
Phono No.

9/08 I «o,=Lli*« Information Oflice
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter Into the record my testimony to the * ' 3  -
committee name

committee on ------- , dated
bill/subject

J ' S  U f f o / ? / f u L i y  / f$ &  ^

£/'A L . - f a ^ O / V j f ~ T 0
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Signed:
Testifier

Hepresemmg (upuonai; ^
fU S V  s M / fP ' .  f S > /a / o s /L  L b - . 4  A

Address /  . /  1  J tZ £  zA-7 *  Z________
Phone No.

9/dS i.cQ 'tlJ lltrt Information OIHe*
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Alaska State Legislature

Pleas8 enter into the record my testimony to the

committee on , dated

committee namo

bill/subject

s S ? A k -

C S S S '

O ’S p A  A tS S f

fsx/ S
_ _  __

Signed:
Testifier

Representing (Optional)

/ 3 2 .y  S e s s s s ,?
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Phone No.
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Alaska State Legislature

H . E S . 9 .Please enter into the record my testimony to th e ___
committee name

committee on _ S S  t dated D **  I Q  ^  .
blll/sub]oct
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Testifier
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the il2Ube- -£ a lt i l ;’. £d.Vf:at.j-on. L.Socia1 Services
committee name

committee on
bill/subject

Testifier

Representing (Optional)

- / l b  _ /
Address

Phone No.

9/86 legislative Irfo/matiori Qflicu
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the _
committee name

committee on _ 7 -A?R ^ 5  .
bill/subject

I t to ^AaivJ d p a r f-

^  tSVewxj U p  X<r Kuvnckn H- £  "55

1*5 ^ io p p o ^ e  Vo p r o v i d e  a  I/o jc^_ A><r 
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Signed:
Testifier

ncjjioaoi limy icuj -

f i d  / 3 < ? s /C? 9 ?  jL ^ o y firj
Address 

Phone No.

9/89 legislative Inforrnation Ofiice
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the JL 2 L

committee on ^  R  ^ ___________   dated
bill/subject

committee name

>̂v<) sis— ert~ x L >  Z l t .  M y J x M - j i ,  - z l^ r

m~ ^ jz z ^  c A M  ^  J U  ^ - rJ L  y  y '^ r  z d , >

*^0-tKlA ^  J .- *  — fl.J> - f—

j

S-T.
.  c

< £ jr  J  JU L ~ ~ *

Signed: .. ;£L~
Testifier

Representing (Optional)

i V -  /± 2 ±  . i ^ j f c  J k z & t ? y 7 J ,7
Address *

ij£  - JU  Q 7 ________________________________________________________________________________

Phone No.

9/66 Legislative Information OMica
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Please enter into the record my testimony to the
committee name

committee on
bill/subject

Representing (Optional)
Pd ?Z 3 Qc T, /9-K 9? 7m ■ ■■ ■ ■ ■ —  /  ■■■!■ ■■ ■■ ■ ■■■ — 1

Address

Phone No

9/86 Legislative Information Office
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the

committee on S 6 5 . 1
bill/subject

House. H
committee name

, dated ^  ' I 3___

?f
bill/subject p
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t n i '5  F i H  ]St °  l ° o o r  f > t° f l eT h o r )

Signed:
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TO: THE STATE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA. FROM: SONJA MARX OF DILLINGHAM, ALASKA. 77RE: SENATE BILL NO. 53(FIN) am(efd fid)
As a citizen of the United States of America, a tax payer, and a resident of this state of Alaska, I want to voice my opposition concerning this proposed act to annrn' the changes made in abortion funding regulations that were filed with the lieutenant governor in January, 1993. I am against an Act relating to payment for abortions under Medicaid and general relief medical assis tance. Abortions should not be eligible for funding under the regulations of the Department of Health and Social Services. Please do not pass this bill.
a:\art1clM\b1 l i t  oS3.493
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TO: THE STATE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA. FROM: JOHN MARX OF DILLINGHAM, ALASKA. 8HZ-5V77RE: SENATE BILL NO. 53CFIN) am(efd fld)
I would like to register my opposition to the annulment of the abortion funding regulations that were filed with the lieutenant governor in January 1993. Remembering the great effort Alaskans made to speak out for what the lieutenant governor was doing in making these regulations. The intent to water down the effectiveness of what the lieutenant governor did concerns me. The manipulation of words in SENATE BILL NO. 53 to "require payment for abortion services under AS 47.07 (Medicaid program) and AS 47.25.120 - 47.25.300 (general relief medical assistance)" involves the use of my federal tax dollars to fund abortions, which according to the Hyde amendment is the mishj - ,n of tax money. Alaska made their mind known last year as to Um use of federal and state money to fund abortions. Please accurately represent us and dfl mat pass SENATE BILL NO. 53.
a:\flrt1cl«a\b1Ilno53.493
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3/28/93

American 
Association of 

University 
Wo m e n

AAUW-ALASKA

Members of the House H.E.S.S. Committee:

I am here to speak for the passage of Senate Bill 53 on behalf 
of the American Association of University Women - Alaska.
The AAUW believes that a woman’s most fundamental basic right 
is the freedom to make informed choices concerning her own 
reproductive health, and that economic status should not 
restrict a woman’s ability to make that choice.

The United States Supreme Court continues to support
the premise that the decision to terminate a pregnancy
is a private matter, best left to a woman and her physician.
In Alaska, the right to privacy is a fundamental tenant 
of our constitution. To create a special class of women in 
Alaska who will be denied privacy and access to abortion 
because of their economic status is simply unacceptable.

We have ccrrmitted state funds to provide health care for 
the poor. Abortion must be treated like any other medical 
procedure. If we single out this procedure as unacceptable 
for state funding, poor women may find their reproductive 
options limited to the point where they begin to 
practice self-induced or medically unsafe procedures.
By denying access to abortion because of financial status, 
the State of Alaska may well begin to promote needless medical 
complications or even deaths.

In closing, I would like to share with you a comment I heard in a 
film called ’’Before Abortion Was Legal." This film portrays 
personal stories of women’s reproductive choices before 
Roe v. Wade. In the film, one older woman makes a very profound 
statement about the choices women must make when considering an 
abortion. I am paraphrasing what she said, but in essence, it went 
something like this: "At a particular time in her life, a woman
will go to any extreme to end a unwanted pregnancy, even to the 
point c ' laying down her life. On the other hand, if at a time 
later in her life she decides she wants to bear a child, she 
will also willingly lay down her life to bring that child 
into the world."

I believe this is a very simple truth. Please keep this in mind 
as you decide whether or not to fund abortions for poor women.
Thank you for this opportunity to speak to you.

Meg Gaydosik 
Public Policy Chair 
AAUW - Alaska 
1024 Fifth Avenue 
Fairbanks, AK 99701
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American  
Association of  

University 
Wo m e n

REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS

Tne American Association of University Women supports the right of every woman to safe 
and comprehensive reproductive health care. AAUW believes that decisions concerning 
reproductive health care are personal ones, and that the right to make informed decisions 
should be available to all women.

“AAUW advocates choice in the determination of one’s reproductive life" is the statement 
in the 1991-93 Public Policy Program. Affirmed by large majorities of AAUW members at 
every convention since 1977, this position reaffirms AAUW’s strong commitment to the 
right of privacy and the rights of individuals. AAUW has had a commitment to reproduc­
tive health care for over seventy years:

• In 1920, the Association served on the U.S. Public Health Service Advisory Council of 
the Division ofVenereal Diseases, dealing with effects on women of a campaign to 
control venereal diseases.

• In 1935, the Association Legislative Program advocated legalization of the dispensing of 
contraceptive information by physicians.

• In 1970, Hawaii AAUW launched a successful drive to repeal the state's restrictive 
abortion laws, stimulating AAUW’s involvement in other states.

• In 1971, the Association convention adopted a resolution calling on members in all fifty 
states to work for repeal of restrictive abortion laws, so that abortion would be legal for 
those who wish it after medical consultation.

• In 1971, AAUW joined an amicus curiae (friend of the court) brief in the U.S. Supreme 
Court case of Roe v. Wade that led to the 1973 decision legalizing abortion.

■ In 1989, AAUW initiated the ^AUW Campaign for Choice (CFC) in response to the U.S. 
Supreme Court decision in T ebster v. Reproductive Health Services. Through the 
Campaign, AAUW took a nationwide in fighting for reproductive rights for all 
women.

• In 1992, AAUW launched a second AAUW CFC in response to the Court's decision in 
Planned Parenthood of Southeastern Pennsylvania v. Casey. AAUW continues to serve 
as a leader in the national fight to preserve women's reproductive freedom.

Choice, self determination, is the foundation of all civil rights. Among a woman’s most 
basic rights is the freedom to make informed choices concerning her reproductive health 
within the dictates of her religious and moral beliefs. Her economic status should not 
restrict her ability to make that choice. Without reproductive freedom, educational and 
economic equity are impossible.

z *
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AAUW hopes that pregnancy prevention can become the new meeting ground for all those 
concerned about abortion. The Association is greatly concerned about attacks on family 
planning and restrictions on access to abortion. Both undermine a woman’s right to 
dedde when and whether to bear children. Until threats to reproductive freedom end, 
AAUW5s advocacy of women’s ri^ht to safe, accessible and comprehensive reproductive 
health care will remain an integral part of its efforts to gain equity and justice for women.

Program and Policy Department 
July 1992
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March 26, 1993

I am Ruth Ewig and reside at 2325 30th Avenue. I have attended three 
out of five teleconferences concerning SB 53 and oppose this bill 
even more now that legislators have expanded the scope of state 
expenditure for the extermination of preborn babies. Our Founding 
Fathers wrote a constitution and fought a war to protect "life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness" in that crder. Our
constitutional republic was designed to be a "government of the 
people, by the people and for the people." It does not read a 
government of the legislators, by the legislators, and for the 
legislators' personal advancement. To act on behalf of any other 
purpose is treasonous on your part and destroys all of us.

I quote from a book entitled Pro life Answers to Pro Choice Arguments 
by Randy Alcorn and urge all of you to obtain a copy.

"All those in political office must be painfully aware of the
contempt with which many regard you. You are seen as people without 
integrity or moral courage, as chameleons who kowtow to special 
interest groups, as spineless bureaucrats more concerned about 
reelection than the welfare of people. Show the public they are 
wrong about you. Be different. Don't make your goal to keep your job 
bxit to do your job. History condemns politicians who defended 
slavery because it was unpopular to oppose it. Don't let history 
condemn you for defending what all people will someday recognize to 
have been the killing of innocent children."

"If you put popularity over morality, at least do so with common 
sense. Realize that only 9.2 percent of Americans will withhold 
their vote from a prolife candidate purely because he takes a 
prochoice position, even if they agree with him in other areas. 
'Hardcore' prolifers outnumber their prochoice counterparts over 
three times among Republicans, but also outnumber them among 
Democrats and Independents. Poll after poll indicates that 
legislators favoring such measures as parental consent, informed 
consent, and restriction of all convenience abortions have the 
overwhelming support of most Americans. Though you should take the 
prolife position for scientific and moral reasons, not political 
ones, realize that in the majority of cases, holding consistently to 
the prolife position will gain you more votes than it will lose."

A copy of this has been faxed down to your committee. Thank you.
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Datei March 26, I993
To 1 House HESS Committee and All Houbq Members

Re 1 SB53

Senate Bill 53 is not about helping a woman out of a physically 
dangerous situation. Our current regulations under the Hickel 
Administration provide for that. SB53 is only about the so-called 
"fairness" factor. Because abortion on demand is legal and 
rich women can afford an elective abortion, this bill seeks to 
provide welfare funds to poor women so they can end their pregnancy 
simply because they do not want to be pregnant anymore.
No physical threat need be present 1 just a desire to end a preg­
nancy "because they want to".

u
Supporters of S353 want to make it law for poor women's elective 
abortions to be funded by the State, simply because rich women can 
afford this luxury and poor cannot. I use the term luxury to make 
a point. If thB State will fund a poor woman's elective abortion 
because an elective abortion is available and affordable for a rich 
woman, why not have the State pay for a poor woman's elective 
cosmetic surgery like a face lift, or pay for her hairstyling at 
the finest salon, or eyen pay for some latest fashion clothes and 
jewelry.

That's absurd, isn't it? And if you really see SB53 for what it is, 
it's no different. I ask for you to listen to reason and vote 
against SB53» The State of Alaska should not fund elective abortions.

Thank you I

Respectfully submitted,

Mark N. Moldenhauer/Alaska Resident
P.O. Box 595 
Sterling, AK 99^72

907-262-9319
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Pleaae e n te r  in to  record, my testim ony to  th e  House HESS committee 
on S353i dated March 26, 1993*

Please open-mindedly consider the horror of what you are part 
of if you pass this bill. You would only be adding a problem 
on top of a problem. The answer is not to fund abortions through 
medicaid. How absurd! There are far better ways to approach the 
crisis pregnancy, holding both the mother and child's best interest 
at hand. For lack of time X cannot elaborate.

I ask you, representatives, Cynthia Toohey, Con Bunde, Gary Davis, 
Al Ve2ey, Pate Kctt, Harley Olberg, Bettye Davis, Irene Nicholia, 
and Tom Brics, pleaBs listen carefully to the following words,and 
ponder upon them when you cast your vote on this bill»

Quote, "Hold a baby, any baby. Look into hia eyes. Tell him
that no on<» wi ll lev# him. T*ll him that th*rn \ a no way
that he can ever bring anything of value to the world."
"Then,even though he won't understand a word you are saying, tell 
him he must die". aid quote.

The fact is your yes vote to this 3353 *• carries a verdict of
murder and death to every unborn life who is not wanted.

Please vote no to SB53*

Thank you!

Joyce M. Moldenhauer

•Joyu 77).
P.O. Box 595 
Starling, AK 99672

907-262-9319
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Pleaae enter into record my testimony to the H o u b b  HESS committee 
on SB53» dated March 26, 1993*

Please open-mindedly consider the horror of what you ars part 
of if you pass this hill. You would only he adding a problem 
on top of a problem. The answer ia not to fund abortions through 
medicaid. How absurd! There are far better ways to approach the 
crisis pregnancy, holding both the mother and child's best interest 
at hand. For lack of time I cannot elaborate.

I ask you, representatives, Cynthia Toohey, Con Bunde, Gary Davis, 
Al Vezey, Pete Xett, Harley Olberg, Bottye Davis, Irene Nicholia, 
and Tom Brice, please listen carefully to the following words,and 
ponder upon them when you cast your vote on this bill.

Quote, "Hold a baby, any baby. Look into his eyas. Tell him
that no on* will av*r lov# him. V * H  him that th»ra 1 b nn way
that he can ever bring anything of value to the world."
"Then,even though he won't understand a word you are saying, tell 
him ha must die". End quote.

The fact is your yea vote to this 3353 ̂ SSS. carries a verdict of 
murder and death to every unborn life who is not wanted.

Please vote no to SB53*

Thank you!

Joyce M. Moldenhauer

P.O. Box 595 
Sterling, AK 99672

907-262-9319
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P.O. Box 1138,
Girdwood, AK 99587

S/5 5S
To: HESS Committee members

Dear Honorable Representatives:

SB 53 is NOT in the best interests of all Alaskans.

The present abortion ft. ding regulations are a satisfactory 
compromise between those who advocate unlimited public funding 
for abortion and those who would criminalize abortion for any 
reason.

Any spending of limited state resources should target efforts 
at education and family planning for poor women.

S incerely, ,

Sai Duchanin RN /PA-C

6£t>2 281 106 u j u i o q o n a  ! *>S *8 w j r
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Health, Education & Social services Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol 
Juneau, Ak 99301

P.E: senate Bill No. 55-

Dear H E S Committee,

M a r c h  23, 1993

It deeply concerns me to see that our legislators are 
pushing the idea of using state dollars to pay for 
abortions. I am opposed to this bill.

a s  an Alaskan Native, my culture values life very highly.
To pursue this alternative is a sign of compromising and 
loss of values to life and especially the future of our 
people. 1' was taught that our people are our greatest 
resources, why should we as a state, lessen that fact by
allowing such a bill to destroy our future?

Furthermore, I understand our state is one of the richest 
states in the Union. Why is it,that "the poor people"is one 
the main reasons we are seeing this bill pushed?

I believe the emphasis is misplaced. If the emphasis is
"the poor people", our government should find a way to take 
care of "the poor people" problem first, and the other will 
take care of itself. Let’s deal with the root of the 
problem and not the by-product of the problem. This bill 
will not s o W e  "the poor people" problem but prolong it.
with this perspective, we would have not solved this
problem, but unwisely spent state funds. This is where I am 
uncomfortable in seeing this bill going to the floor. (You 
will have to consider the fact that if bill No. 55 passes 
and people begin using our state money for abortions, it can 
promote an unnecessary habit, wasting state dollars.)

Instead, the government should be helping people by creating 
jobs, starting businesses, and giving assistance for child 
care so parents can work, so each lady can afford their 
choice, which ever it may be. I myself do not support 
abortions, because life is precious.

G l e n d a  Tabor 

•°- Sox 325 
K°tzebue ,Ak

SB 53

99752
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To help the "poor people" is in itself an honest gesture and 
also our responsibility. We must help them, and in my 
opinion, must not lead them to destruction or cause them to 
be destructive to themselves oi their babies. If we have 
the resources to help at all it should be in the right 
direction. We may think abortion is a solution to the 
problem of unwanted pregnancies due to poverty, but who's to 
say, one of those unwanted babies may grow up and one day 
solve or help people out of poverty? (It's sad to see that 
even mothers would not be able to see that day, because of 
their choice to abort their babies, and sadder to have been 
done wich state money.)

we are told more and more, our state money is running low in 
Alaska. Please use the money wisely. Value our human 
resources on the state level. If there is extra money, use 
it to promote adoptions, tubal ligations, foster parent's 
programs, and especially hospital care for those who choose 
to have their babies. The WIG program is one of the best 
things going in the state. It can use a few more dollars.

Sincerely,

cc: Governor nickel 
Al Adams 
Eileen Maclean 
Georgianna Lincoln 
Alaska Right to life 
file
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State of Alaska
State House of Representatives
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Si? S3
Attn: Representative Tooey and other Legislators
Fax//: 465-2137

Dear Representative Tooey,

My name is Sarah Mills. I am a 38 year old. female, single,
and an Alaskan resident. I have lived in Alaska for approximately
35 of my 38 years.

I am concerned about the passage of Senate Bill No. 53, due for 
discussion this week.

As a single woman I take full responsibility for my reproductive 
life. I am not married, and do not want to have children until 
I am married, I realize not all women feel this way. I aJ. 3 0  

realize that all pregnancies are not planned, timely or desired etc,

As a Psychology student I have been studying wbat many clinicians 
call "Post-Abortion Syndrome". Despite various surveys and 
literature reviews that deny this problem, it does exist for 
many women, causing much personal distress. I realize that 
not all women suffer in this way after abortion. Many do 
however as is verified from the growing 'support groups' 
forming to address tills need. Many times abortions are recommended 
due to the best medical interest of the patient, physically and 
psychologically. This has been disproven as valid for most 
women; in fact a woman's emotional distress is usually aggravated 
by abortion. (See The Psychological Aspects of Abortion Edited, 
by David Mall and Dr. Walter Watts, Loyola University, 1979, a 
collection of essays by several physicians).

In the same way counselors are needing information on how to 
counsel women suffering from abortion aftermath ("How to Help 
After an Abortion", Healing Conference, Marquette University, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, June 5, 1.991).

I can't in good conscience promote abortion as a procedure for 
anything except a life and death event. I value "Freedom of 
Choice" and love living in a democratic society. I believe 
that 'choice' occurs with the decision to conceive or r.o prevent 
conception. After conception occurs a separate life is formed. 
(If it wasn't a life, why iust it be 'terminated', ’ended', 
'aborted' etc.) To me, life begins at conception and any attempt 
to end that life is morally wrong. I value life.

I can't desire that my tax money goes to pay for the abortive 
procedure. It's grievous to me the way abortion is used so 
freely, and how it de-values the unborn child. Please consider 
this letter in your session.

SMAff M l U S  S i m j z o x  e l y ,
3G^o V . O I % 0  e J c - v  J a  / V V l l  R

MS/S Sarah Mills
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Please enter^in^o the record my testimony to the House Hess 
committee oTflS.B.53,Annuling the Governors Abortion Regulations 
and ammended to provide abortion on demand with priority funding by 
'SHestatte ,MarcK 26, 1993 at 3 iT^pm.

1 oppose S.B.53 because if it is passed:

1. Alaska will become the Abortion Capitol of the U.S.A. 
Right now we are over-flowing with the elderly brought up here by 
their children so that they can receive the Longevity Bonus, 
Permanent Fund dividend, and tax exempt status for their homes 
and cars. These people are draining our resources with-out ever 
having contributed to the state of Alaska. Women will be flocking 
up here for state funded abortions and any other free benefits 
they can get. Is this the caliber of people that help benefit 
the Btate?

2. Alaska is, and will become in even greater numbers, 
liable for lawsuits by women injured physically, mentally and 
emotionally by state landed abortions. There are some women in 
Sitka who are contemplating filling a suite against the state 
for injuries received from state funded abortions.

Are these two situations really what you want to set up? We 
d not even have valid informed consent regulations to protect 
the state against lawsuits.

Alaska is trapped in the financial and moral quick sand of 
Turnagain Arm. The tide is coming in and it is time to 
extract the state net push it deeper ir.to the quick sand.

Please oppose S.B. 53 vigorously and do not pass it out 
of committee. Thank You.

MAR 26 'S3 16=47 SITKA LEG. INFO. P . 2 / 7
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Virginia C. Phillips 
404 Lake St., 2-D 

Sitka, Alaska 99835

Phone: 907-747-B02
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Parental Notification. y ; • •• :,y (
. ' I n i -

Teen Pregnancy^
* 1 ** •, f

f'vT?’r»Q
•V 'V!'

luk. “ Iro n ica lly , parental n o tic e . ,p h y s ic a l,e m o iip n a iL la m itia l, relU.\ 
and consent statutes are the  r  ' - L 1
measures that h ave  proven f i  
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spent m illions  o f  dollars o p p o s ing - r 'fen tly  vylngvtd/ftffca|tcfi tho.fyua-j; 
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'•  B O S T O N  *r A  rccont study in 
j 71iLAmu(cait Journal of Public.
.Hiaah ClearJyTshowo that parental 
'noiiflCatldh/ lq \vs1 reduce teenoge 
pregm tntfy <and abortion  rates.
• ’f l t e  s tu d y , ‘ 'Im p a c t o f  the M in -  ................ ................ ........ .. .— »  c. --------- .  ,  . . . ...
nesota P aren ta l N o tifica tio n  l a w  these law s . It Is lim e  for them  t o , s a c h u s e t^ p s r w W .c p jiw l M ta te .J
’on,-A b o r tio n  an d  B irth ,"  In tho adm it p u b lic ly  that they have  bct;n ,, They>w/),n$ M e t l lm m
iM a r c h , ’ 1991 Journal, stales that ftrong and ap o log ia : for wasting so ,ip r  rnlnore fr a m tlB u q /  o atm  .the,,
the  a b o rtio n  ra ta  fe l l 28% after the. , m any las do lln ra i"  sho m id . ,  state to feq d lre  u ie  m yb lyem ent o f 1 

srenta 
ilnnesoto

cnqcflpmLPU! 
HIW InMiSna1:1 *:ir.the  b irthrate  a lso  fleCTTIied, ~IKTs 
T icm onstratca, that tho prcRiinncv 
irBtê mbneJeenagero'dl̂ t̂Sia-
l7 n jt l5 a il^ r t| tgT ltIdv  co n q iiaesu ia . 
Mhfc.' lM lr ih fo o t ir ' law '.■encouraged

Mnssnclmsctts parental consent law
the M innesota  notice law  and th e  j j£
, . . , . ,  . .  , " W e ,h o p e  that these results,’w il lthat parental Invo lvem ent In th e ir   l «- •s e s .

p o s ltlv c .lm p a e t," a a ld M C P L E r lu -  «n>  st s l u t y ^ , , , , ,  
IL& L  »V £ @ a?c am ong cm |Qn Q |reC(0r j jm jQ  jh a y o r ,m v. t io n iS e rs . .

.'■ul'fplarinpd P arenthood snd.other 
b b 'o rtlon i'advocacy  groups Have 

. wasted, h ilH .ions drtaK payera1 d o l­
la rs ,M ry lh& iloyrcd ucc  .'teen :preg* 
n n r io y r l'fin ld  M tis ittchusetti C it i­
zens,for)L ire  i’ rnaldeht R u th  Pika*
•  .  J. A  - 1 ■ • •  *  —  —  •

"because a m inor often tacks (he 
ab ility to m ake fu lly  In form ed  
choices, parental Invo lvem ent Is 
Imperative to  • ensure that sho 
receives the b ene fit o f  appropriate - 
couhscl from  thoso w ho k now  her

tUArwd* 't~ < y-

| /,_//- 7 /

WAITING PERIOD REDUCES ABORTIONS
J A C K S O N , M S —A  2 4 -hour w a itin g : 

p e r io d  fo r  a b o r tio n s  h a s  r e su lte d  In  n 40% 
decrease  In  ab o rtio n s . M is s is s ip p i a lso  
req u ires  d o c to rs  to  te ll w o m e n  a b o u t  fe ta l 
d e v e lo p m e n t a n d  a b o r tio n  a lte rn a tives . 
(USA TO D A Y  1/22/93)
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jpj planned parenthood of alaska®
Testimony in Support o f SB 53 

Presented to the House Health, Education and Social Services Committee 
by Annalee McConnell, Public Affairs Coordinator 

March 23, 1993

On behalf o f  Planned Parenthood o f  Alaska, I  urge you to ensure state funding o f  abortions for 
poor w om en through the enactment o f  SB 53. Alaska should maintain its long tradition o f  non- 
disciim inatory respect for the right to privacy in decisions about reproductive health. It is 
unconscionable that the governor waited until the legislature adjourned last spring to propose 
regulations clearly intended to discourage low  incom e wom en from receiving legal abortions.

As you know , Planned Parenthood and s is  other organizations filed suit last month tc block  
implementation o f  the regulations. It was not until w e filed our complaint in court that the 
Department o f  Health and Social Services finally put into writing its intention not to single out 
this menical procedure by requiring separate psychological evaluations or special record-keeping. 
The state’s affidavit im plies that the regulations w ould make virtually no difference in the state’s 
practice w ith regard to funding abortion. Yet what is  to explain the 40% reduction in the 
number o f  abortions on which both the original fiscal note to the regulations and the January 27  
DH SS position paper on SB 53 are based? Clearly, the governor does intend that few er poor 
women receive state-funded abortions.

For many w om en, unplanned pregnancies create severe financial and emotional hardships. It 
is  patently unfair that a poor woman w ho elects to bear a  child receives state-funded obstetrical 
care, w hile the woman who believes childbirth is against her best interests receives no financial 
assistance. T he administration says that only elective abortions are denied funding, yet the term  
"elective abortion" is a misnomer. W omen must choose one type o f  medical care or the other: 
continuing a  pregnancy with obstetrical services or terminating it with an abortion.

W hen the regulations went into effect, neither the wom en needing abortions, nor their doctors, 
nor counseling agencies like Planned I  .thood w ere com forted by the assertions o f  one state 
em ployee that abortions would not be treated any differently than before. W e believe this is  why  
doctors stopped doing Medicaid-funded abortions until an agreement between the plaintiffs and 
the state w as signed b y  the judge as a court order. They didn’t trust the statement o f  one mid­
level manager in light o f  the governor’s claim  that the “state w ill stop fending abortions1', as the 
headline o f  h is July press release on the proposed regulations declared.

W e urge the com m ittee to report this b ill out favorably and to seek a com mitment for a vote on  
the H ouse floor at the earliest possible time. Thank you.

406 W. Fireweed Lane, Suite 103 • Anchorage, Alaska 99503 • (907) 277-4822
A United Way Agency



Position Paper  -  CSSB 53(Fin) am (efd f id )

AMERICAN 
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University
Women

A A U W -
A lask a

A A U W -A lask a , the statew ide arm o f  the Am erican A ssociation  o f  U n iv ersity , supports 
a w o m a n ’s right to self-determ ination  in her reproductive life . T h erefore, w e  urge 
prom pt passage o f  C SSB  53(F in ) am (efd  fid) w hich  w ill annul the recent am endm ents  
to regulations w hich  determ ine the availability  o f  General R e lie f  M edical A ssistan ce  
funding for abortion services. T h is leg islation  w ill also cod ify  in statute that paym ent 
for both therapeutic and e lec tiv e  abortion procedures shall be covered  for th ose e lig ib le  
for G eneral R e lie f  M edical A ssistan ce to the extent permitted under federal and state 
law , notw ithstanding adm inistrative regulations.

A bortion  services in A laska are co stly  due to a lack o f  general ava ilab ility  and the 
required travel. A laska’s rate o f  teen pregnancies remains am ong the h ig h est in the 
nation , and the reality o f  an unw anted ch ild , especia lly  for a you ng  w om an , is  m ost 
often  a  lifetim e o f  poverty and bitterness. 5 % o f  A laska’s p o p u la t io n -2 0 ,0 0 0  c h ild r e n -  
are currently being raised by s in g le  parents supported by public funding. T h e cost to 
the A laskan public to support th ese  children is far m ore than that o f  term inating  
unw anted pregnancies. T here is  a lso  a lifetim e psychologica l burden on  the both the 
m other and unwanted ch ild , w hich  cannot be measured in m onetary term s.

C SSB  5 3(F in ) am (efd fid) w ill rem ove the unwarranted intrusion o f  g overn m en t into 
the m ost private aspects o f  those A laskan w om en  w ho cannot aftord m ed ica l care on  
their ow n . T he am ended regulations n ow  in e ffec t stipulate that abortion serv ices  w ill 
be covered  by General R e lie f M ed ica l A ssistance in the cases o f  rape, in cest or w hen  
a physician  determ ines that there w ill  b e  physical or psychologica l harm to the m other. 
T his provision  thus den ies our A laskan constitutional right to p rivacy for v ictim s o f  
rape and incest w ho are seeking appropriate m edical care in order that they m ay attem pt 
to resum e a norm al life  and w h o m ay not w ish  to reveal the circum stances surrounding  
the pregnancy.

T h e regulations a lso  im pose a m oral/relig iou s cod e on a selected  seg m en t o f  our 
p opulation . T he majority o f  A lask ans agree that each woman has the right to control 
her ow n  body. T his w as docum ented  in a statew ide survey conducted  by C racian & 
A sso cia tes in late 1991, in w hich  o v er  70% o f  those surveyed w ere found to  be pro- 
ch o ice . That this right should not be based on a w om an’s financial situation is 
supported by the citizens o f  our state: In the oral and written testim ony subm itted  
concern ing the am ended regulations by over 8 ,4 0 0  individual A lask ans in 99  
com m u nities during the sum m er o f  1992 , 66%  w ere opposed to any ch an ges in the 
G eneral R e lie f  M edical A ssistan ce regulations; only 34% supported chan gin g the 
regulations.

A A U W -A lask a  urges prom pt p assage o f  this vital legislation.



Alaska State Legislature
■Senator Steve Ricger. Chair 
Senator Bert Sharp. Vice Chair 
Senator Loren Leman 
Senator Mike Miller 
Senator Jim Duncan 
Senator Johnny E llis 
Senator Judith Sale

Senate C om m ittee  on  
H ealth, E ducation  an d  Social Services

CS SB 53(Fin) am(efd fid) '’An Act relating to payment for abortions tinder Medicaid 
and general relief medical assistance; annulling changes made by certain regulations 
adopted by the Department of Health and Social Services relating to funding of 
abortion services under the general relief medical program."

CS SB 53(Fin) am(efd fid) annuls the changes made by the new regulations 
and amends the Medicaid and GRM statutes so that similar regulations could not be 
adopted in the future.
Section 1:

(a) Makes it clear that the old statutes allowed state funding for abortions.
(b) Intent is that abortions are eligible for funding under the regulations as 

they existed in December 1992.
Sec. 2.

Changes the Medicaid statutes. Adds a new section to the Medicaid statutes 
saying the department shall pay for abortions to the extent permitted under federal 
law and if not permitted under federal law, a person eligible for assistance under 
this chapter shall be covered under the GRM statutes.
Sec 3.

Changes the GRM statutes. Adds a new section to the GRM statutes saying 
the department shal1 pay abortion costs for a person who is otherwise eligible for 
assistance under medicaid or GRM statutes, with equal priority to other services as 
ranked in the statutes.
Sec 4.

Annuls the changes to the GRM regulations.
Sec 5.

Allows the Act to be retroactive to the date the regulations went into effect.
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CSSB 53(FIN) would annul changes in regulations intended to 
limit use of government funding to pay for abortions that are 
not therapeutic. Specifically, the bill annuls changes in the 
regulations that specify that General Relief Medical is only 
available to women seeking "therapeutic abortions: and related 
services, annuls references to "elective abortions:" under 7 
AAC 47,210 and 7 AAC 47,290 including subsections defining 
"elective abortions" and "therapeutic abortions."

The statement of intent calls for abortions to be eligible for 
funding under regulations in force in December of 1592. 
Unlike the original bill, CSSB 53(FIN) bars the administration 
from readopting the same regulations.

Position:
The Department of Health and Social Services opposes CSSB 
53(FIN). The bill is a needless action which, if adopted, 
would place abortions in a special, single service category 
paid for without a determination as to medical necessity. The 
present regulations reflect extensive heading testimony 
reviewed at all levels of government and with considerable 
public involvement. Existing regulations make Alaska's policy 
on abortion consistent with the majority of other state?.

H \ro ; .u .T  .•:?^i'i.AN3\cs.sri53 i t

Date:

Approved by:

Date:

' ; n V/ // / .
Mila, MD, MPH 

Commiss itfner



Alaska State Legislature
Senator Steve Rieger. Chair 
Senator Bert Sharp, Vice Chair
Senator Loren Leman 
Senator Mike M iller 
Senator Jim Duncan 
Senator Johnny Ellis 
Senator Judith Salo

State Capitol 
Room 516
Juneau. A laska 99801 
19071 J65-3762

Senate C om m ittee  on  
H ealth, E ducation  an d  Social Services

The following changes would occur with the passage of SB 53:

7 AAC 47.170(b) An applicant under 18 years of age may apply on his or 
her own behalf if the applicant is living apart from parents or guardian 
and is managing his or her own personal financial affairs. [A female] An 
applicant under 18 years of age living at home with her parents or 
guardian may apply without regard to her parents' or guardian's income if 
she is a female seeking a [therapeutic abortion] p re gnan cv -re la te d 
s e rv ic e .

7 AAC 47.200 GENERAL RELIEF MEDICAL COVERAGE. The General Relief 
Medical program provides payment on behalf of needy persons who are 
eligible under the provisions of this chapter for any of the following

(4) physician services if
(A) related to major medical care provided in a hospital on an 
inpatient basis;
(B) provided in a hospital emergency room the same day on 
which the recipient is admitted for major medical care;
(C) provided to a recipient residing in a nursing home;
(D) provided in either an outpatient or an inpatient setting to a 
recipient with a diagnosis described in 7 AAC 47.271(b); f ir
(E) [provided in determining eligibility for a therapeutic 
abortion; or] provided fo r pregnancv-re la ted se rv ice s ; 
[(F) provided for a therapeutic abortion:]

(5) outpatient laboratory and x-ray services provided in conjunction 
with [a therapeutic abortion] preanancv-re la ted se rv ices or nursing 
home care;

(6) medical transportation related to major medical care, nursing 
home care, or [a therapeutic abortion] preonancv-re la ted se rv ice s ;

services:



(7) outpatient surgical center services provided in conjunction with 
[a therapeutic abortion] preqnancv-re la ted se rv ices or nursing home 
care;

7 AAC 47.210. EXCLUSIONS FROM GENERAL RELIEF MEDICAL PROGRAM. 
Notwithstanding any other provisions contained in this chapter or 7 AAC 
43, a payment may not be made under the General Relief Medical program 
for any expense

(7) for an elective procedure [.including an elective abortion] o th e r 
lb in a pregnancv-re lated service as defined in 7 AAC 47.290;

7 AAC 47.290. DEFINITIONS. In 7 AAC 47.010 -  7 AAC 47.290

(3) "elective procedure" means a procedure that is subject to the 
choice or decision of the patient or physician regarding medical services 
that are advantageous to the patient but not necessary to prevent the 
death or disability of the patient; [,and includes an elective abortion;]

(5) [is repealed:] "p reonancv-re la ted se rv ice0 or "p reonancv- 
related se rv ices” means a service or serv ices reasonably
necessary., for an abortion;

7 AAC 47.290(7) and (8) are added definitions which would be annulled.
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DIVISION OF LEGAL SERVICES
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 

STATE OF ALASKA
(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450 
FAX (907) 465-2029 
M ail Stop 3101

130 Sewtmi Street, Suite 409 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-2105

M E M O R A N D U M July 22, 1992

SUBJECT: DHSS Abortion Funding Regulations (Work Order No. 
8-LT0049)

TO:
FROM:

Senator Arliss Sturgulewski
Terri Lauterbach 
Legislative Counsel

You have asked us to review the legality of the Medicaid and General Relief Medical 
(GRM) abortion funding regulations proposed by the Department of Health and 
Social Services on July 8, 1991
There are a number of areas where the proposed regulations are not clear. 
However, in our opinion, a court probably would find that the proposed changes to 
the Medicaid regulations are legally valid and consistent with legislative intent 
because they reflect federal Medicaid requirements, a result intended by the legis­
lature. But, a court is less likely to find the proposed changes to the GRM 
regulations to be consistent with legislative intent because the court may view them 
as arbitrary changes and because they probably result in unconstitutional administra­
tion of the state’s medical assistance programs.
A finding of arbitrariness could be made because the proposed regulations change 
a longstanding DHSS interpretation of the GRM statutes without any intervening 
legislative directive to do so and without any demonstrable change in the medical 
needs of Alaskan women. A finding of unconstitutionality could be made because the 
proposed regulations infringe privacy rights and the right to equal protection of the 
laws by treating indigent pregnant women who choose to continue their pregnancies 
differently from indigent pregnant women who choose not to.
In order to answer your question, this memorandum will discuss the following topics:

(1) Content of the proposed regulations.
(2) Effect of the proposed regulations.
(3) Consistency of the proposed regulations with legislative intent.
(4) Constitutionality of the proposed regulations - privacy.
(5) Constitutionality of the proposed regulations - equal protection.
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(2) where termination of a pregnancy is certified by a physician as medically 
necessary "to prevent the death or disability of the woman"; and (3) where 
termination of a pregnancy is certified by a physician as medically necessary "to 
ameliorate a condition harmful to the woman’s physical or psychological health." See 
proposed 7 AAC 47.290(8).^
"Elective abortion" is defined to mean a procedure, ether than a therapeutic abortion, 
to terminate a pregnancy.^ See proposed 7 AAC 47290(7).
(2) Effect of the proposed regulations.
The effect of the proposed changes in the Medicaid regulations would be to bring the 
state program into compliance with current federal abortion funding restrictions.^

^(~. continued)
In cases alleging incest or sexual abuse of a minor, will DHSS simply accept tbe pregnant woman’s 
statement of the occurrence, or will DHSS somehow investigate or require corroboration of the age 
and identity of the alleged perpetrator?

7 AAC 47.290<S)(B) should be clarified on this point In its present form, it invites arbitrary action 
and leaves open the possibility of extreme invasion of privacy.

7 AAC 47.290(8) does not distinguish between previability and postviability abortions.

&  'Elective procedure' is also defined in the proposed regulations as

a procedure that is subject to the choice or decision of the patient or physician 
regarding medical services that are advantageous to the patient but not necessary to 
prevent the death or disability of the patient, and rododes an elective abortioa. (See 
7 AAC 47.290(3).) (Underlined language is proposed as new language in the 
regulation. Bold face indicates emphasis added for the purposes of this memo.)

As with 7 AAC 140(a) and 7 AAC 47.290(8)(B), discussed in preceding footnotes, this proposed 
regulation needs clarifying.

It is obvious from the definition of 'therapeutic abortion* and 'elective abortion* that GRM funding 
will be provided for an abortion that is "not necessary to prevent the death or disability of the 
patient* Therefore, the definition of 'elective procedure* should be rewritten tc be consistent with 
the definition of 'elective abortion.* One way to achieve consistency would be to move the new 
language currently proposed to be appended at the end of 7 AAC 47.290(3) to the beginning of that 
definition instead so that it would read as follows:

"Elective procedure’ means (Al an elective abortion or (B) a procedure that is 
subject to the choice of the patient~bui not necessary to prevent the death or 
disability of the patient.

&  Medicaid is a joint federal-state program. The state cannot use Medicaid money for a purpose 
prohibited by federal law or regulation.
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M E M O R A N D U M Juiy 22, 1992

SUBJECT: DHSS Abortion Funding Regulations (Work Order No. 3-LS0049)
TO: Senator Arliss Sturgulewski
FROM: Terri Lauterbach 

Legislative Counsel

You have asked us to review the legality of tun Medicaid and General Relief Medical 
(GRM) abortion funding regulations proposed by the Department of Health and 
Social Services on July 8, 1992.
There are a number of areas where the proposed regulations are not clear. 
However, in our opinion, a court probably would find that the proposed changes to 
the Medicaid regulations are legally valid and consistent with legislative intent 
because they reflect federal Medicaid requirements, a result intended by the legis­
lature. But, a court is less likely to find the proposed changes to the GRM 
regulations to be consistent with legislative intent because the court may view them 
as arbitrary changes and because they probably result in unconstitutional administra­
tion of the state’s medical assistance programs.
A finding of arbitrariness could be made because the proposed regulations change 
a longstanding DHSS interpretation of the GRM statutes without any intervening 
legislative directive to do so and without any demonstrable change in the medical 
needs of Alaskan women. A finding of unconstitutionality could be made because the 
proposed regulations infringe privacy rights and the right to equal protection of the 
laws by treating indigent pregnant women who choose to continue their pregnancies 
differently from indigent pregnant women who choose not to.
In order to answer your question, this memorandum will discuss the following topics:

(1) Content of the proposed regulations.
(2) Effect of the proposed regulations.
(3) Consistency of the proposed regulations with legislative intent
(4) Constitutionality of the proposed regulations - privacy.
(5) Constitutionality of the proposed regulations - equal protection.

jL-fcScJ ‘S k u M L x o  H  y n ^ o
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^  Page 2

A "Conclusion" section appears after the following "Discussion" section.
DISCUSSION 

f l l  Content of the proposed regulations.
The proposed regulations make changes in two different DHSS programs that 
provide medical care for indigent women: Medicaid and General Relief Medical 
(GRM).
The proposed changes in the Medicaid regulations provide that payment for an 
abortion will "in the department’s discretion" be covered if the billing invoice is 
accompanied by certification that "the life of the mother would be endangered if the 
pregnancy were carried to term."^ See proposed 7 AAC 43.140(a).
The proposed changes in the GRM regulations would restrict funding to "therapeutic 
abortions'1 and eliminate funding for "elective abortions.11 See proposed 7 AAC 
47.200 and 7 AAC 47.210.
"Therapeutic abortion" is defined in the proposed GRM regulations to include three 
types of pregnancy terminations :̂ (1) where the pregnancy resulted from "actions 
that would constitute a crime o f  sexual assault, sexual abuse of a minor, or incest;^

y  It is not clear what the proposed regulations mean by *in the department’s discretion.* Will the 
DHSS second-guess the physician's certification?

According to the Anchorage Daily News, the commissioner intends to leave 'the final call* to ’doctors, 
not bureaucrats.* However, that comment was, according to the ADN. made in reference to the 
definitions of •elective* and 'therapeutic* in the GRM regulations, not the use of *in the department’s 
discretion* in the Medicaid regulations. See ADN. Thursday, July 9,1992, at Page A10, CoL 5.

The proposed Medicaid regulations should be clarified in regard to this language about DHSS’s 
"discretion.*

$  In using the phrase 'termination of pregnancy,' the regulations make no attempt to distinguish 
procedures like induced labor or Caesarian sections. Most likely, these would be covered under 
Medicaid as childbirth procedures, so they need not be covered under the GRM regulations.

The regulations do not state who will determine whether actions leading to the pregnancy “would 
constitute’ the specified crimes. Short of a conviction (which would usually take so long as to moot 
the question of abortion), who is in a position of determining that any of the specified crimes has 
occurred?

In cases alleging sexual assault, for instance, the lack of consent of the victim is often at issue. Will 
DHSS personnel, after questioning a pregnant woman, determine whether or not there was consent?

(continued...)
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(2) where termination of a pregnancy is certified by a physician as medically 
necessary "to prevent the death or disability of the woman"; and (3) where 
termination of a pregnancy is certified by a physician as medically necessary "to 
ameliorate a condition harmful to the woman’s physical or psychological health," See 
proposed 7 AAC 47.290(8).^
"Elective abortion" is defined to mean a procedure, other than a therapeutic abortion, 
to terminate a pregnancy.  ̂ See proposed 7 AAC 47.290(7).
(2) Effect of the proposed regulations.
The effect of the proposed changes in the Medicaid regulations would be to bring the 
state program into compliance with current federal abortion funding restrictions.^

^(-.continued)
In cases alleging incest or sexual abus; of a minor, will DHSS simply accept tbe pregnant woman’s 
statement of the occurrence, or will D1 SS somehow investigate or require corroboration of the age 
and identity of the alleged perpetrator?

7 AAC 47.290(S)(B) should be clarified on this point In its present form, it invites arbitrary action 
and leaves open the possibility of extreme invasion of privacy.

$  7 AAC 47.290(8) does not distinguish between previability and postviability abortions.

% 'Elective procedure' is also defined In the proposed regulations as

a procedure that is subject to the choice or decision of the patient or physician 
regarding medical services that are advantageous to the patient but not necessary to 
prevent the death or disability of the patient, and indndes an elective abortion. (See 
7 AAC 47.290(3).) (Underlined language is proposed as new language in the 
regulation. Bold face indicates emphasis added for the purposes of this memo.)

As with 7 AAC 140(a) and 7 AAC 47.290(8)(B), discussed in preceding footnotes, this proposed 
regulation needs clarifying.

It is obvious from tbe definition of ‘therapeutic abortion' and ‘elective abortion” that GRM funding 
will be provided for an abortion that is "not necessary to prevent the death or disability of the 
patient* Therefore, the definition of ‘elective procedure'  should be rewritten to be consistent with 
the definition of "elective abortion.* One way to achieve consistency would be to move the new 
language currently proposed to be appended at the end of 7 AAC 47.290(3) to the beginning of that 
definition instead so that it would read as follows:

"Elective procedure’ means (A ) an elective abortion or (E ) a procedure that is 
subject to the choice of the patieaL..but not necessary to prevent the death or 
disability cf the patient.

&  Meaicaid is a joint federal-state program. The state cannot use Medicaid money for a purpose 
prohibited by federal law or regulation.


