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(2) discharges a firearm from, on, or across a highway;

(3) discharges a firearm with reckless disregard for a risk of damage 

to property or a risk of physical injury to a person;

(4) manufactures, possesses, transports, sells, or transfers metal

knuckles;

(5) manufactures, sells, or transfers a switchblade or a gravity knife;

[OR]

(6) knowingly sells a firearm or a defensive weapon to a person under 

18 years of age; o r
(7) knowingly possesses a deadly weapon o r  a defensive weapon, 

w ithout the permission of the chief adm inistrative officer o f the school o r  district

W O R K  DRAFT

o r the designee of the chief adm inis tra tive officer, within the grounds o f o r  on the 
park ing  lot immediately ad jacen t to a public o r private preschool, elementary .
jun io r high, o r secondary school o r while partic ipating in a school-sponsored 
event, except m a t  a person 21 vears of age o r o lder mav possess a

(A) deadly weapon other than  a loaded f irea rm  in the trunk  
of a m o to r vehicle o r encased in a closed con ta iner in a mo to r vehicle;

(B) defensive weapon .
* Sec. 2. AS 11.61.210 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(d) The provisions of (a)(7) of this section do not apply to a peace officer 

acting within the scope and authority of the officer’s employment.

* Sec. 3. AS 11.61.220(a) is amended to read:

(a) A person commits the crime of misconduct involving weapons in the fifth 

degree if the person

(1) knowingly possesses a deadly weapon, other than an ordinary 

pocket knife or a defensive weapon, that is concealed on the person;

(2) knowingly possesses a loaded firearm on the person in any place 

where intoxicating liquor is sold for consumption on the premises;

(3) being an unemancipated minor under 16 years of age, possesses a 

firearm without the consent of a parent or guardian of die minor;

(4) knowingly possesses a firearm
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[(A) OR A DEFENSIVE WEAPON WITHIN THE GROUNDS 

OF OR ON A PARKING LOT IMMEDIATELY ADJACENT TO A PUBLIC 

OR PRIVATE PRESCHOOL, ELEMENTARY, JUNIOR HIGH, OR 

SECONDARY SCHOOL WITHOUT THE PERMISSION OF THE CHIEF 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER OF THE SCHOOL OR DISTRICT OR THE 

DESIGNEE OF THE CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER, EXCEPT TH AT 

A PERSON 21 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER MAY POSSESS

(i) AN UNLOADED FIREARM IN THE TRUNK OF 

A MOTOR VEHICLE OR ENCASED IN A CLOSED CONTAINER 

IN A MOTOR VEHICLE;

(ii) A DEFENSIVE WEAPON; OR

(B)] within the grounds of or on a parking lot immediately 

adjacent to a center, other than a private residence, licensed under 

AS 47.35.010 - 47.35.075 or recognized by the federal government for the care 

of children; or

(5) possesses or transports a switchblade or a gravity knife.

* Sec. 4. AS 14.03 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 14.03.105. SCHOOL LOCKERS, (a) Subject to (b) of this section, a 

locker or other container provided in a school by the school or the school district may 

be searched and examined with the permission of the chief administrative officer of 

the school or the school district or the designee of the chief administrative officer to 

determine compliance with school regulations, school district regulations, and local, 

state, and federal laws.

(b) Notices in letters at hast two inches high stadng the right and the intention 

of school and school district officers to permit searches and examinations under (a) of 

this secdon shall be posted in prominent locations throughout a school for two weeks 

before a search or examination is conducted. Nouces under this subsection may be 

continuously posted.

\,c) Nothing in this section limits the ability of a peace officer, chief 

administrative officer, or other appropriate person, acting in compliance with local, 

state, or federal laws, to search a locker or other container provided in a public or

W O R K  D R A F T  W O R K  DRAFT W O R K  D R A F T
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private school by the school district.

* Sec. 6. AS 14.45 is amended by adding a new section to article 3 to read:

Sec. 14.45.190. SCHOOL LOCKERS. A private school may search school 

lockers and other containers as provided in AS 14.03.105.
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 417( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

EIGHTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

S ponso r(s ): R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  BUNDE

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to the possession of deadly weapons within the grounds of or 

on the parking lot of preschools, elementary, junior high, and secondary schools; 

and relating to school lockers and other containers provided in a public or 

private school by the school or the school district."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 11.61.220(a) is amended to read:

(a) A person commits the crime of rr 
degree if the person

(1) knowingly possesses a deadly weapon, other than an ordinary

pocket knife or a defensive weapon, that is concealed on the person;

(2) knowingly possesses a loaded firearm on the person in any place 

where intoxicating liquor is sold for consumption on the premises;

(3) being an unemancipated minor undei 16 years of age, possesses a

firearm without the consent of a parent or guardian of the minor;

-1- CSHB 417( )
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1 (4) knowingly possesses a [FIREARM]

2 (A) d e a d l y  w e a p o n  or a defensive weapon within the grounds

3 of or on a parking lot immediately adjacent to a public or private preschool,

4 elementary, junior high, or secondary school without the permission of the

5 chief administrative officer of the school or district or the designee of the chief

6 administrative officer, except that a person 21 years of age or older may

7 possess

8 (i) a  d e a d l y  w e a p o n  o t h e r  t h a n  a  l o a d e d  f i r e a r m  [AN

9 UNLOADED FIREARM] in the trunk of a motor vehicle or encased in

10 a closed container in a motor vehicle^

11 (ii) a defensive weapon; or

12 (B) firearm within the grounds of or on a parking lot

13 immediately adjacent to a center, other than a private residence, licensed under

14 AS 4 7 . 3 5 . 0 1 0  -  4 7 . 3 5 . 0 7 5  or recognized by the. federal government for the care

15 of children; or

16 (5) possesses or transports a switchblade or a gravity knife.

17 * Sec. 2. AS 1 4 . 0 3  is amended by adding a new section to read:

18 Sec. 1 4 . 0 3 . 1 0 5 .  SCHOOL LOCKERS, (a) Subject to (b) of this section, a

19 locker or other container provided in a school by the school or the school district may

20 be searched and examined with the permission of the chief administrative officer of

21 the school or the school district or the designee of the chief administrative officer to

22 determine compliance with school regulations, school district regulations, and local,

23 state, and federal laws.

24 (b) Notices in letters at least two inches high stating the right and the intention

25 of school and school district officers to permit searches and examinations under (a) of

26 this section shall be posted in prominent locations throughout a school for two weeks

27 before a search or examination is conducted. Notices under this subsection may be

28 continuously posted.

29 (c) Nothing in this section limits the ability of a peace officer, chief

30 administrative officer, or other appropriate person, acting in compliance with local,

31 stare, or federal laws, to search a locker or other container provided in a public or
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1 private school by the school district.

* Sec. 3. AS 14.45 is amended by adding a new section to article 3 to read:

Sec. 14.45.190. SCHOOL LOCKERS. A private school may search school 

lockers and other containers as provided in AS 14.03.105.
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D ” 'IS 5 0N  O F  LEG A L  S E R ¥ IC r S
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 

STATE OF ALASKA
(007) ■105-3867 or ■105-2-150 
M X (907) ■105-2029 
Mail Slop .3101

130 Seward Street. Suite ■109
Juneau, Alaska 99801-2105

M E M  O R A N  D U M February 15, 1994

SUBJECT: Sectional Summary of CSHB 417( )
(Work Order No. 8-LS1589VJ, dated 2/15/94)

TO: Representative Con Bunde 
Attn: Patty

FROM: Jerry L u c k h a u p t^ ^  
Legislative Counsel

You have asked for a sectional summary of the above-described bill. Please be 
advised that a sectional summary is not an authoritative statement of the contents of 
a bill - the bill itself is the best statement of its contents.

Section 1 of the bill amends AS 11.61.220(a)(4) by providing that a person commits 
the crime of misconduct involving weapons in the fifth degree if a person possesses 
a deadly weapon^on school grounds or the parking lot of a preschool, elementary, 
junior high, or secondary school, in certain situations. Violation of this section is a 
class B misdemeanor.^ AS 11.61.220(g).

Section 2 of the bill amends AS 14.03 by adding a new section that provides for the 
search and examination of school lockers by school officials. Subsection (c) of that 
section, provides that this grant of authority does not diminish any separate authority 
to search that might exist.

Section 3 of the bill amends AS 14.45 by adding a new section that permits private 
schools to search school lockers as provided in AS 14.03.105 (added by sec. 2 of the 
bill).

GPL:lmb
94-057.1mb

"Deadly weapon" is defined a t AS ll.S 1 .9 0 0 (b )(l3 ) as:

fireaim , o r anything designed for and capable of causing death or 
serious physical injury, including a knife, an axe. a club, ntctal 
knuckles, o r an explosive . . . .

51 A class B m isdem eanor is punishable as provided in AS 12.55.135 (im prisonm ent) and 12.55.035
(fine).
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HB 417

“An Act ren ting  to the possession of deadly weapons within the grounds of or on 
the parking lot of preschools, elementary, junior high and secondary schools; and 
relating to school lockers and other containers provided in a public or private 
school by the school or the school district.”

Our responsibility as lawmakers is to establish public policy. We need to anticipate problems and 
offer solutions to those problems before they become overwhelming burdens. Our highest 
priority should be safe schools that allow students the opportunity to learn and provide teachers an 
environment in which to teach.

School districts throughout the state currently search lockers for a variety of prohibited items. 
However, these searches are not backed up by the force of law. The intent of HB 417 is to 
enhance the ability of school districts throughout the state to avoid potentially fatal incidences with 
deadly weapons. This bill will give school districts needed statutory authority to search lockers 
and other containers on school grounds.

AS 11.61.22'J misconduct involving weapons in the third degree, already criminalizes 
unauthorized storage of guns in school lockers. Section 1 of this bill amends this statute to 
criminalizes the storage of deadly weapons as they are defined in AS 11.81.900 (b)(13).

Section 2 would announce that educational institutions could generally conduct or authorize the 
searches so long as students are warned ahead of time not to expect their lockers l re private. 
Subsection (b) clarifies that advance warning must consist of the posting of notice s throughout the 
school for at least two weeks before the searches occur. Schools wishing to conduct a policy of 
continual searches could keep notices permanently posted.

Educational institutions already possess some right to conduct searches but the boundaries of that 
right are unclear, variable, and subject to constant constitutional challenges based on the argument 
that students have a “legitimate expectation of privacy” in their lockers. A school might believe that 
it needed a separate legal clearance for every locker search. This section clarifies the conditions of 
locker searches.

The purposes of such searches would not be confined to detection of deadly weapons. Instead, the 
purpose would be generally “to determine compliance with the institution’s regulations, local, 
state, and federal laws.” Thus a school might also search for miscellaneous illegal explosives, fire 
hazards, and health hazards, along with searching for deadly weapons.

The amoum of violence in schools throughout our state is escalating. If we do not take strong 
measures to curb the trend our students will pay the price. Schools will become places of fear 
instead of learning. Our standard of education will drop as teachers are forced to dedicate more of 
their scarce time to protecting students and themselves. This bill will provide the necessary back­
up for a tool that is already in use by our schools and it will send a strong message to orn students.
I urge your support for HB 417.

*

SPONSOR STATEMENT



division of  legal services
/

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 
STATE OF ALASKA

(007) -165-3867 or 465-2450 
r. lX (907) 465-2029 
Ma i I Slop 3101

130 Seward Street, Suite 409
Juneau, Alaska 99801-2105

M E M O R A N D U M February 15, 1994

SUBJECT: Sectional Summary of HB 417 (Work Order No. 8-LSl589\E)

TO: Representative Con Bunde 
Attn: Patty

FROM: Jerry
Legislative Counsel

You have asked for a sectional summary of the above-described bill. Please be 
advised that a sectional summary is not an authoritative statement of the contents of 
a bill - the bill itself is the best statement of its contents.

Section 1 of the bill amends AS 11.61.220(a)(4) by providing that a person commit: 
the crime of misconduct involving weapons in the fifth degree if a person possesses 
a deadly weapon^on school grounds or the parking lot of a preschool, elementary, 
junior high, secondary, or post-secondary schools in certain situations. Violation of 
this section is a class B misdemeanor.^ AS 11.61.220(g).

Section 2 of the bill amends AS 14.03 by adding a new section that provides for the 
search and examination of school lockers by school officials. Subsection (c) of that 
section, provides that this grant of authority does not diminish any separate authority 
to search that might exist.

GPL:gc
94-126.glc

" D e a d ly  w e a p o n "  is  d e f i n e d  a t  A S  1 l .S 1 .9 0 0 ( b ) ( 1 3 )  a s :

y  A  c la s s  B  m i s d e m e a n o r  is  p u n i s h a b l e  a s  p r o v i d e d  i n  A S  1 2 .5 5 .1 3 5  ( i m p r i s o n m e n t )  a n d  1 2 .5 5 .0 3 5

f i r e a r m ,  o r  a n y t h i n g  d e s i g n e d  f o r  a n d  c a p a b l e  o f  c a u s i n g  d e a t h  o r  
s e r i o u s  p h y s i c a l  i n j u r y ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  k n i f e ,  a n  a x e ,  a  c l u b ,  m e t a l  
k n u c k le s ,  o r  a n  e x p l o s i v e  . . . .

( f i n e ) .

S e c t io n a l  S u m m a r y



§ 11.61.215 Alaska Statutes Supplement § 11.61.220

E ffec t o f A m endm ent* . — T he 1990 T he 1991 »mendn>enL effective SepUm- 
Amendm ent tdded 'i n  c ircum *unee»  ber 15. 1991. in «ub»eetion la), rewrota
o th e r th an  described in AS 11.61.200 p a ra g ra p h 'd )  and added paragraphs Id)
10m7)- a t the end of p a rag rap h  la X ll and and 15).
repealed  subsection lb).

NOTES TO DECISIONS

" F i r e a rm " .  — A pellet pistol, w hich op- u m e  ao rt of esploaire m eans. K inniah v.
e ra lce  by the use of compreaaed a ir . does S la te , 777 F.2d 1179 (A laska Cl. App.
not qualify  aa a firearm  because the  1989).
weapon does not propel a sho t th ro u g h

Sec. 11.61.215. Intoxication aa applicable to possession of a fire­
arm. (Repealed, j 11 ch 59 SLA 1991.]

Sec. 11.61.22l M is c o n d u c t in v o lv in g  w eap o n s in  the th i r d  de­
gree. (a) A person commits the crime of misconduct involving 
weapons in the third degree if the person
(1) knowingly possesses a deadly weapon, other than an ordinary 

pocket knife or a defensive weapon, that ia concealed on the person;
(2) knowingly possesses loaded a firearm on the person in any place 

where intoxicating liquor is. sold for consumption on the premises;
(3) being an unemancipated minor under 16 years of age, possesses 

a firearm without the consent of a parent or guardian of the minor;
(-1) knowingly possesses a firearm
(A) w ith in the grounds of or on a parking lot immediately adjacent 

to a public or private preschool, elementary, jun io r high, or secondary 
school, without the permission of the chief administrative officer of 
the school or district or the designee of the chief administrative offi­
cer, except that a person 21 years of age or older may possess an 
unloaded firesrm in the trunk of a motor vehicle or encased in a closed 
container in a motor vehicle; or
(B) w ith in the grounds of or on a park.ng lot immediately adjacent 

to a center, other than a private residence, licensed under AS 
47.35.010 —  47.35.075 or recognized by the federal government for the 
care of children; or
(5) possesses or transports a switchblade or a gravity knife.
(b) In a prosecution under (a)(1) of this section, it is an affirmative 

defense that the defendant, at the time of possession, was
(1) in the defendant’s dwelling or on land owned or leased by the 

defendant appurtenant to the dwelling; or
(2) actually engaged in lawful hunting, fishing, trapping, or other 

lawful outdoor activity that necessarily involves the carrying of a 
weapon for personal protection.
(c) The provisions of (a)(1), (2), and (4) of thia section do not apply to 

a peace officsr acting w ith in the scope and authority of the officer’s 
employment.



§ 11.61.240 Criminal Law § 11.61.240

(d) In a prosecution under (a)(2) o f th is section, it is a defense th a t 
the defendant, a t the tim e o f possession, was
(1) on business prem ises owned by or leased by the defendant; or
(2) on business prem ises in the course o f the defendant's employ­

m en t fo r the owne r or lessee o f those premises.
(e) For purposes o f th is section, a deadly weapon on a person is 

concealed i f  i t is covered or enclosed in any manner so th a t an ob­
serve r cannot de te rm ine th a t i t is a weapon w ith o u t rem oving i t from 
th a t w h ich covers o r encloses i t o r w ith o u t opening, lif t in g , or rem ov­
ing th a t w h ich covers or encloses it .
(0 For purposes o f (a)(2) o f th is section, a firea rm  is loaded i f  the 

f ir in g  chamber, magazine, c lip , o r cy lin de r o f the fire a rm  conta ins a 
ca rtridge .
(g) M isc nduc t in vo lv in g weapons in the th ird degree is a class B 

m isdemeanor. (§ 7 ch 166 S LA 1978; am § 23 ch 102 SLA 1980; am 
§§ 8. 9 ch 59 S LA 1991)

E f f e c t  o f  a m e n d m e n t* . — The 1991 graphs 14) and IS), and made alylialtc
am endm ent, effeeUve Septem ber 15. 1991, changes; and in subsection Ic), inserted ,
in subsection la), in serted  "or a defen»ive 'a n d  (4).“
w eap o n ' in p a ra g ra p h  ( 1 ), added para-

N O T E S T O  D E C IS IO N S

C ited  in K inn iah  v. S la te , 777 P.2d 
1179 (A laska C t. App. 19891.

Sec. 11.61.240. C r im in a l possess ion o f e xp lo s ive s .

N O T E S TO  D E C ISIO N S

D o u b le  je o p a r d y .  — The s ta tu te s  which they seek to preserve, ond m u ltip le
which proscribe a ttem p ted  m urder, poa- sentences for the th ree  olTenaea do not vio-
session of explosives, and arson differ Isle  double jeopardy. M achado v. S la te ,
m arked ly  in  th e  conduct which they  pro- 797 p 2 d  677 lA laeka Ct. App. 1990).
h ib il and in the  specific societal in te re s ts

C h a p t e r  7 1 .  C o n t r o l l e d  S u b s t a n c e s .
Article

1 Offenses R elating  to Controlled S ubstances U i 11.71030, 11.71.040, 11.71.060, 
11.71.070)

2. S tan d ard s  and  Schedules US 11.71.140 -  11.71.1801
4. D efinitions i t  11.71.9001

A r t ic le  1. O ffenses R e la t in g  to C o n tro lle d  S ubs tances . 

S e c tio n  SecU on
30. M isconduct involving a controlled 60. Misconduct involving a controlled 

aubatance in the  th ird  degree subatance in  th e  six th  degree
40. M isconduct involving a controlled 70. IRepealedl 

aubatance in th e  fourth degree

29
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C o lla te ra l  r e fe re n c e a . — Free te st- V alidity of exaction of feet from chi!- 
boolct and o ther achool supplies for indi* dren a ttend ing  e lem en tary  or aocondary 
v idua l uae of pupila. 17 ALR 299: 67 ALR public achoola. 41 AUR38 752.
1196.

Sec. 14.03.083. C o n t ra c t in g  fo r se rv ices , (a) A school d is tr ic t 
m ay contract fo r educationa l services provided to studen ts in the d is ­
t r ic t by an agency wh ich is accredited by the Depa rtm en t o f Education 
unde r AS 14.07.020 and (b) o f th is section.
(b) The Depa rtm en t o f Education sha ll adopt regu la tions and estab­

lis h  program standards for educational services wh ich may be con­
tra c te d for by a school d is tr ic t.

(c) Expenses incurred by the departm ent in accrediting the agency 
and progTam shall be borne by the agency seeking accreditation. (§ 1 
ch 49 SLA 1973)

C o lla te ra l  r e f e r e n c e ! —  Right of m u- violating com petitive b idding  « laiu te. 33 
n ic ipal corporation to recover back irom ALR3d 397. 
co n trac to r paym enia m ade under contract

Sec . 14.03.090. S e c ta r ia n  o r d e n om in a tio n a l d o c tr in e s  p ro l i ib - 
ite d . Partisan , secta rian , or denom ina tiona l doctrines m ay not be ad­
vocated in a pub lic school du rin g the hours the school is in  session. A 
teache r or school board v io la tin g th is section may not receive pub lic 
money. (§ 1 ch 98 SLA 1966)

C o lla te r a l  r e fe re n c e s — W hatconati- tional prohibition of p ra y e r in public
tu te a  'p ray e r"  under federal conatitu- achoola. 30 ALR3d 1352.

Sec. 14.03.100. Use o f s ch o o l fa c i l i t ie s . The gove rn ing body o f a
school d is tr ic t may a llow the use o f school fa c ilitie s fo r any legal 
g a the r ing s or assemblies. The govern ing body sha ll adopt bylaws th a t 
w i l l insu re reasonable and im pa rtia l use o f the fa c ilit ie s . (§ 1 ch 98 
S LA  1966)

C o lla te r a l  re fe re n c e a . — Power of public achool o r relig ious purposes. 94 
school au th o n tie a  to provide gym naaium  ALR2d 1274.
o r a tn le tic  field and equ ipm en t for aame. Tort liab ility  o f public achoola and inati* 
69 ALR 871. tu tiona o f h igher learn ing  for accidenu  oc-

C onatitu tiona lity , conalruction, and ap- e u m n g  d u n n g  uae of prem ieea and equip-
p lica tion  of alatu lea declaring  th a t achool m ent for o th e r th an  achool purpoaei. 37
bu ild ingn are civic cen ters, or olherwiae ALR3d 712.
prov id ing  for uae of such buildinga for V alidity  and construction  o f s ta tu te  or
o th e r  thnn  school purposes. 79 ALR2d ordinance fotoidding unau tho rised  per-
1148; 94 ALR2d 1274. sona to e n te r  upon or rem ain  in achool

U se of achool property for o ther th an  build ing  o r premia .-a. 50 ALR3d 340.

5 14.03.083 Alaska SrATUTes § 14.03.100
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§ 14.03.110 Education § 14.03.140
Sec. 14.03.110. Q u e s tio n n a ire s and s u rve y s a dm in is te re d  in 

p u b l ic  schoo ls . A school d is tr ic t , p rin c ipa l or o the r person in charge 
o f a pub lic school, or teache r in a public school may not adm in is te r or 
p e rm it to be adm in is te red in a school any questionna ire or survey, 
w he th e r anonymous or no t, wh ich inqu ires in to p riva te fam ily a ffa irs 
o f the s tuden t no t a m a tte r o f pub lic record or subject to pub lic obser­
v a t io n unless w r it te n  perm iss ion is obta ined from the s tuden t’s pa ren t 
or gua rd ian . (§ 1 ch 23 S LA 1979)

Sec. 14.03.130. D is p la y  o f fla g . U n ite d States and A laska flags 
sha ll be displayed upon o r near each p rin c ip a l school b u ild in g du rin g 
school hours and a t o th e r tim es the govern ing body considers proper. 
(§ 1 ch 98 SLA 1966)

C o lla te r a l  re fe re n c e* . — Pow er of leg- flag.” or o th e r ritu» l of a pa trio tic  charac- 
ia la tu re  or achool au lh o n tiee  to prescribe ter. 110 ALR 353; 120 ALR 656; 127 ALR 
and  » . .jrc e  oath of allegiance, "salu te  to 1502; M l ALR 1030; 147 ALR 698.

Sec. 14.03.140. E m e rg e n c y d r i l ls . The p rin c ip a l o r o the r persona 
in  charge o f each pub lic o r p riva te school o r educationa l in s t itu t io n  
sha ll in s tru c t and tra in  pup ils by msaaa o f d r il ls  so th a t in an emer­
gency they may be able to leave the Bchool b u ild in g in  the shortest 
possible tim e w ith o u t confusion or panic. D r i l ls  sha ll be held a t least 
once each m on th du r in g the school te rm , weathe r p e rm ittin g . (§ 1 ch 
98 S LA  1966)

C h a p t e r  05. P u b l i c  S c h o o l s  Generally.

[Repealed, § 59 ch 98 SLA 1966.]

C h a p t e r  07. A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  P u b l i c  Schools.

Article
1. D epartm en t of Education (55 14.07.010 — 14.07.070)
2. S te te  Board of Education ({J 14.07.075 — 14.07.170)

A r t ic le  1. D e p a r tm e n t o f E d u c a tio n .

S e c tio n  
10. D epartm en t of Education 
20. D utiea  of the departm ent 
30. Power* of the  departm en t 
36. A ccounting and d iipoaition  of re­

ceipt*
50. Selection of textbook*

Section
57. T rm rum ittel of textbook selection*
58. A I**ki School A ctivities Association
59. A la ik *  achool activ ities fund
60. Regulation*
70. W ithholding a ta te  fundi



<) I'1.48.180 Alaska Statutes 5 14.48.210
S e c . 14.48.180. E n f o r c e m e n t :  I n ju n c t io n ,  (a) T he  a t to rn e y  g en ­

e ra l  a t  th e  re q u e s t  o f th e  com m ission  o r on m otion  of th e  a t to rn e y  
g e n e ra l , m oy  b rin g  a n  a c tio n  o r  p roceed ing  in  a  co u rt o f c o m p e ten t 
ju r is d ic tio n  for th e  en fo rc e m e n t of th e  p ro v is io n s  o f th is  c h a p te r .

Ibl W hen  i t  a p p e a rs  to th e  com m ission  th a t  a person is, is  a b o u t to, 
o r has v io la ted  a p ro v is io n  o f th is  c h a p te r  or a re g u la tio n  adop ted  
u n d e r  th is  ch a p te r , th e  com m ission  m ay , on  its  ow n m otion  o r  on  th e  
w ritte n  c o m p la in t o f an y  p e rso n , file a p e titio n  for in ju n c tio n  in  th e  
n a m e  uf th e  com m ission  in a co u rt o f co m p e ten t ju r isd ic tio n  a g a in s t  
th e  person  for the  p u rp o se  o f e n jo in in g  th e  v io la tio n  o r for a n  o rd e r  
d ire c tin g  co m p lian ce  w ith  th e  p rov is ions  of th is  c h ap te r . I t is  n o t n e c ­
e s s a ry  t h i t  th e  com m ission  a lleg e  o r p rove  th a t  i t  h a s  no a d e q u a te  
re m id y  ai law . The r ig h t  o f in ju n c tio n  p rov ided  in th is  s ec tio n  is in 
a d d .'io n  o th e r  lega l rem e d ie s  a v o ila b le  to th e  com m ission  a n d  ia in 
od d iln ..! t ' ' i e  r ig h t o f  c r im in a l p rosecu tion . H ow ever, th e  c o m m is­
s io n  m ay  n. ' o b ta in  a te m p o ra ry  re s tra in in g  o rd e r  w ith o u t no tic e  to 
th e  person  a i 's c te d . (5 1 ch 25 SL A  1976)

S e c . 14.4R.iJO . V io la t io n s :  C iv il p e n a l ty .  A person  w h o  v io la te s  
th e  , ^ v is io n s  o f A S 14.48.020. o r  who fa ils  o r re fu ses  to d e p o s it  w ith  
th e  co m m issio n er th e  reco rds re q u ire d  by AS 14.48.150 is su b jec t to  a 
c iv il p e n a l ty  o f n o t m o re  th a n  51,000 for each  v io la tion . E a c h  d a y 's  
fa ilu re  to com ply  w ith  th e  p rov is ions  o f AS 14.48.020 a n d  14 .48 .150 
c o n s ti tu te s  a s e p a ra te  v io la tio n . T h e  fine  m ay be im posed by th e  com ­
m ission  in  a n  a d m in is tra tiv e  p roceed ing  o r by a c o u rt o f c o m p e te n t 
ju r isd ic tio n . (I  1 ch  25  SLA 1976)

S e c . 14 .48.200. C r im in a l  v io la t io n .  A person  who w ilfu lly  v io­
la te s  th e  p rov is ions  o f AS 14.48.020 o r w ho w ilfu lly  fa ils o r re fu se s  to 
d ep o sit w ith  th e  com m ission  th e  reco rds re q u ire d  by AS 14 .48 .150  is 
g u ilty  o f a  m isd em ea n o r an d , upon  conv ic tion , is p u n ish ab le  by  a  fine  
o f no t m ore  th a n  S1.000 o r  by im p r iso n m e n t for not m o re  th a n  six  
m o n th s , o r by bo th . E a ch  d a y 's  fa ilu re  to com ply  is  a s e p a ra te  v io la ­
tio n . (5 1 ch  25 SL A  1976)

S e c . 14 .48.210, D e f in i t io n s .  In th is  c h a p te r
1 1 ) " a g e n t"  o r " a g e n ts "  m ea n  persona ow n in g  a n  in te re s t  in . e m ­

ployed by, o r  re p re s e n tin g  for re m u n e ra tio n , a  p o stse co n d ary  e d u c a ­
tio n a l in s ti tu tio n  in  o r  o u ts id e  th e  s ta le  w ho. by so lic ita t io n  m ad e  in  
th e  s ta te ,  e n ro ll o r see k  to  en ro ll re s id en ts  o f  th e  s ta le  for e d u rn tic n  
olTercd by th e  in s t i tu tio n . orolTcr • iw a rd  educ.i , 
r e m u n e ra tio n , on b e h a lf  o f  th e  in s titu tio n , o r who i.ui.l in c m o c i-  : o u t 
10 re s id e n ts  of th e  s ta te  a s  re p re s e n tin g  a postsecondary  e d u c a tio n a l 
in s ti tu t io n  for a n y  p u rpose :

(2 ) " a g e n t 's  p e rm it"  m e a n s  a  n u n tru n s fe ra b le  w ritte n  a u th o r iz a tio n  
issu ed  to n n a tu ra l  p e rso n  by th e  com m ission  w hich a llow s t h a t  pe rso n



to solicit or en ro ll a re s id en t o f th e  s ta te  for educa tion  in a postsecond- 
ary educa tiona l in s titu tio n :

(3) " a u th o n ra tio n  to opera te" m eana approval o f th e  com m ission In 
opera te  or to c o n tra c t to o p e ra te  a postsecondary  edu ca tio n a l in s t itu ­
tion  in th e  s ta te ;

14) "com m ission" m eans th e  A la sk a  Com m ission on Postsecondary 
Education ;

15) "educa tion" o r "educa tional p. ogrom  or serv ices" o r lik e  term  
includes any  c la ss , course, o r p rogram  of tra in in g , in s tru c tio n , or 
study ;

(6) "educa tion a l c red en tia ls "  m ean s degrees, d ip lom as, certif ic a tes , 
tran sc r ip ts , rep o rts , docum ents, o r le tte rs  of de s ig n a tio n , m ark s , ap­
pe lla tion s, se rie s o f le tte rs , num bers , o r words w hich s ign ify , pu rpo rt, 
or a re  g en era lly  ta k e n  to sign ify  en ro llm en t, a tte n d an c e , p rog ress, or 
sa tis fac to ry  com pletion  of th e  req u irem en ts  or p re req u is i te s  for educa­
tion  a t  a postsecondary  educa tion a l in s titu tio n ;

(7) "ow ner" m ean s
(A) a person h a v in g  a t le a s t a 10 p e r cen t in te re s t  in th e  stock of a 

postsecondary educa tion a l in s t itu t io n  th a t  is a co rpo ra tion ;
(B) a p a r tn e r  o f a  postsecondary educa tion a l in s t itu t io n  th a t  is a 

p a rtn e rsh ip ; or
(C) a person h av in g  a d irec t fin an c ia l in te re s t in , o r t i t le  to . a t  le a s t 

10 per cen t of th e  asse ts of a postsecondary ed u ca tion a l in s titu tio n  
which is n e ith e r a p a r tn e rsh ip  no r a co rpo ra tion : how ever.

(D) "owner" does no t include a fin an c ia l in s t itu t io n  ho ld ing  a m ort­
gage on some o r a ll of the re a l p rope rty  or a  s e c u r ity  in te r e s t  in eome 
or a ll of th e  p e rsona l p roperty  of a postsecondary  e d u ca tio n a l in s titu ­
tion;

(8) 'p o s tse co n d a ry  educa tiona l in s t itu t io n ” inc ludes on  academ ic, 
vocationa l, techn ica l, home study , bu siness , p ro fe ss ion a l, o r o ther 
school, college, o r u n iv e rs ity , o r o th e r o rg an isa tio n  or p e rson , offering 
educa tion a l c red en tia ls , or o ffering in s tru c tio n  o r  edu ca tio n a l services 
p rim arily  to p e rsons who have  com pleted or te rm in a te d  th e i r  secon­
d a ry  educa tion  o r who a re  beyond th e  age of com pu lso ry  h ig h  school 
a tten d an ce  for a t ta in m en t o f educa tion a l, p ro fessiona l, o r  vocational 
objectives;

(9) "to grant" includes awarding lelling, confcrr;. . giving;
(10) " to  offer" in cludes , in add ition  to its u su a l m ean in g s , ad v e rtis ­

ing , pub lic ising , so lic iting , o r encou rag ing  p e rsons d ire c tly  u r ind i­
rectly  to perform  th e  act described;

(11) " to  o p e ra te  c postsecondary in s t itu t io n "  m ean s In e s tab lish , or 
m a in ta in  a fac ility  o r location in th e  s ta te  w he re  educa tion  is offered 
o r g iven , o r ed u ca tion a l c red en tia ls  a re  offered o r g ra n te d , and  in ­
c ludes c o n tra c tin g  w ith  any  person , g roup , o r e n ti ty  to o p e ra te  an 
educa tiona l in s t itu t io n . i4 I ch 25 SLA 1976)

5 14.48.210 Education 5 14 48.210
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§ 14.45.010 A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s § 14.45.030

C h a p t e r  45. P r i v a t e  a n d  D e n o m i n a t i o n a l  Schools.

A rtic le
1. N on-exem pt H e llio n s  and  P rivo le  Schools (5 14.45.030)
2 Exem pt Religious and  O ther P rivate  Schools (§5 14.45.100 — 14.45.130)
3. G cnernl Provisions (5 14.45.200)

C o lla te ra l  re fe re n c e s .  — G8 Am. J u r  
2d Schools. 55 1307-1318.

78 C .J.S . Schools and  School D istricts, 
55 3-11.

Expulsion o r suspension  from p riva te  
school or college. 50 A LR 1497.

Public p aym en t of tu itio n , scholarship, 
i like, as  respects s ec ta rian  school. 81 
J i ^ . - d  1309.

T ort liability of private schools and in ­
stitutions of higher learning for accidents 
due to condition of buildinRS, equipment 
or outside premises 35 ALR3d 975.

T ort liab ility  of p riva te  schools and  in ­

s titu tio n s  of h igher lea rn ing  for negli­
gence of, or lack of supervision by, 
teachers and  o th e r em ployees o r agents. 
38 ALR3d 908.

C onstitu tiona lity , under s ta te  constitu ­
tional provision forbidding finnnciat aid to 
re lig ious sects, of public provision of 
schoolbua nervicc for p riva te  school pupils. 
41 ALR3d 344.

W hat constitu tes a p riva te , parochial, 
or denom inational school w ith in  s ta tu te  
m aking  a ttendance  a t  such school a com­
pliance w ith  com pulsory school a tte n ­
dance law. 65 ALR3d 1222.

A r t ic le  1. N o n -e x em p t R e lig io u s a nd P r iv a te  S choo ls .

S e c tio n
30. N on-exem pt schools

Sec. l-i.45.010. Teachers to secure certificates. [Repealed, § 59 ch 
98 SLA 1966.1

Sec. 14.45.020. Commissioner may furnish examination questions 
for and grant diplomas to eighth grade pupils. [Repealed, § 6 ch 11 
SLA 1984.1

dec. 14.45.030. Non-exempt schools. Teachers and others in 
charge of religious or other private schools not operated in compliance 
with AS 14.46.100 —  14.45.130 are not exempt from laws and regula­
tions relating to education. Non-exempt schools shall make regular 
monthly attendance reports and annual reports to the commissioner 
in the sume manner as teachers and superintendents in the public 
schools. (§ 37-11-3 ACLA 1949; am 5 4 ch 11 SLA 1984)

A r t ic le  2. E x em p t R e lig io u s a nd O th e r P r iv a te  S choo ls .

S e c tio n  
100. Exem ption
110. R equirem ents of exem pt schools

S e c tio n
120. S la n d n .d :’.ed testing  requirem ents 
130. Records

308
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$

C ro s s  re fe re n c e s .  — For leg islative  oral funding is not requ ired  to obtain  an
purpose of 1984 enac tm ent, see § 1, ch. educational certification from the  A laska
11, SLA 1984 in the  Tem porary and Spe- D epartm en t of Education to ho designated
C‘n». - . an exem pt private  school, dan . 1,1990 Op.

O p in io n s  o f  u tto rn e y  g e n e ra l .  — A Gen.
p riv a te  school th a t  accepts no s la te  or fed-

Sec. 14.45.100. Exemption. A religious or other private school 
that complies with AS 14.45.100 —  14.45.130 is exempt from other 
provisions of law and regulations relating to education except Inw and 
regulations relating to physical health, fire safety, sanitation, immu­
nization, and physical examinations. (§ 5 ch 11 SLA 1984)

O p in io n s  o f  n tto rn e y  g e n e ra l .  — T he vale  schools to the ex ten t necessary to 
S la te  Board of Education has s ta tu to ry  protect the  physical health  mid safety  of 
a u th o rity  to odopt regu lations concerning ihe children  April 1. 1988 Op. A tl'y  Gen 
corporal pun ishm en t n f s tu d en ts  in pri-

Sec. 14.45.110. Requirements o f exempt schools, (a) The par­
ent or guardian of a child of compulsory school age enrolled in a 
religious or other private school that complies with AS 14.-15.100 —  
14.45.130 shall file an annual notice of enrollment in the school for 
the child with the local public school superintendent for the area in 
which the child resides on a form provided by the department. The 
form shall he signed by the parent or guardian and the chief adminis­
tra tive officer of the school and returned to the local public school 
superintendent by the parent or guardian. The school shall notify the 
local public school superintendent within a reasonable time i f the 
child is no longer enrolled in or attending -he school.
(b> A religious or other private school that elects to comply with AS 

14.45.100 —  14.45.130 shall maintain monthly attendance records for 
each student enrolled in the school, shall operate on a regular sched­
ule, excluding reasonable holidays and vacations, during at least 180 
days of the year, shall make an annual report to the commissioner of 
the number of students in each grade and the school calendar, and 
shall comply with the provisions concerning missing children Under 
AS 14.30.700 —  14.30.720. (§ 5 ch 11 SLA 1984; am § 2 ch 202 SLA 
1990)

C ro s s  re fe re n c e s .  — For provisions es- am endm ent, in subsection (b), added all of 
tab lish in g  school age, see AS 14.30.010. th e  language  following "calendar" and

E f fe c t  o f  a m e n d m e n ts .  — T he 1990 mnde a m inor stylistic  change.
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— 14.45.130 sh a ll a d m in is te r  a  n a tio n a lly  s ta n d a rd iz e d  te s t  se lec ted  
by th e  c h ie f  a d m in is tra tiv e  officer o f th e  school to a ll s tu d e n ts  en ro lled  
in g ra d e s  four, six , an d  e ig h t a t  le a s t once each  school y e a r.

(b) T h e  n a tio n a lly  s ta n d a rd iz e d  te s t  m u s t m e a su re  a c h ie v e m e n t in 
E n g lish  g ra m m a r, read in g , sp e llin g , an d  m a th e m a tic s .

(c) A re lig io u s or o th e r  p r iv a te  school th a t  e lec ts  to com ply w ith  AS
14.45.100 — 14.45.130 sh a ll m a in ta in  reco rds o f th e  re s u lts  of th e  
n a tio n a lly  s ta n d a rd iz e d  te s ts  an d  th e  reco rd s sh a ll be m ad e  a v a ila b le  
to th e  p a re n t  or g u a rd ia n  of th e  s tu d e u i E ach  school sh a ll m a k e  
com posite  te s t  re su lts  for th e  school a v a ila b le  a n n u a l ly  to an  a u th o ­
rized re p re se n ta tiv e  of th e  d e p a r tm e n t. T he com posite  te s t  re s u lts  o f a 
re lig io u s o r  o th e r  p r iv a te  school o p e ra ted  in  co m pliance  w ith  AS
14.45.100 —  14.45.130 a re  no t p u b lic  in fo rm a tio n  u n le ss  each  pub lic  
school

(1) is a lso  req u ired  to  a d m in is te r  a n a tio n a lly  s ta n d a rd iz e d  te s t  
th a t  m e a su re s  ach ie v e m en t in  E n g lish  g ra m m a r , re a d in g , sp e llin g , 
an d  m a th e m a tic s ; and

(2) th e  com posite  te s t re s u lts  for each  public school a re  pub lic  in fo r­
m a tio n . (§ 5 ch 11 SLA  1984)

S e c . 14.45.130. R e c o rd s ,  (a) A re lig io u s  o r o th e r  p r iv a te  school 
th a t  e lec ts  to com ply w ith  AS 14.45.100 — 14.45 .130  sh a ll m a in ta in  
p e rm a n e n t s tu d e n t records re fle c tin g  im m u n iz a tio n s , physica l e x a m i­
n a tio n s , s ta n d a rd iz e d  te s tin g , acad em ic  a c h ie v e m e n t, an d  co u rses  
ta k e n  a t  th e  school.

(b) T h e  ch ie f  a d m in is tra tiv e  officer of a school th a t  e lec ts  to com ply 
w ith  AS 14.45.100 — 14.45.130 sh a ll  ce rtify  to th e  d e p a r tm e n t, u n d e r  
o a th  o r by a ffirm a tio n , t h a t  th e  reco rd s re q u ire d  u n d e r  (a) o f th is  
sec tio n  a re  being  m a in ta in e d . (§ 5 ch 11 SLA  1984)

A r t ic le  3. G e n e r a l  P r o v i s io n s .

Section
200. Defin itions

S e c . 14.45.200. D e f in i t io n s .  In  th is  c h a p te r
(1) " p r v a t e  school” m e a n s  a  school th a t  does n o t rece iv e  d ire c t s ta te  

or fe d e ra l fund ing ;
(2) "re lig io u s  school” m e a n s  a  p r iv a te  school o p e ra te d  by a c h u rc h  

or o th e r  re lig io u s  o rg a n iz a tio n  th a t  does n o t rece ive  d ire c t s ta te  o r 
fed e ra l fund ing . (§ 5 ch 11 SLA  1984)

«
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ANCHORAGE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA

LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION REQUEST JANUARY 25,1994

TO: REPRESENTATIVE CON BUNDE 
C /0  PATTI SWENSON 
•{FAX) 464-38711

FROM: __/LARRY WIGET, DIRECTOR
/ /  GOVERNMENT RELATIONS/LEGISLATIVE LIAISON

SUBJECT: ASD SUSPENSIONS/ WEAPONS INCIDENTS: 1993

Per c u r conversation relating to w eapon incidents in the Anchorage School 
District, I am attaching the following documents:

ASD M em orandum  #486 (92-93): Suspension Report - Elementary 
ASD M em orandum  #489(92-93): Secondary School Suspension Report

for the 1992-93 School Year.

Elementary

Elementary students suspended during 1992-93 for weapons violations was one. 
In the "other" category, which includes such things as bringing knives to school, 
setting  off fire alarm s, racial slurs, rude gestures, pushing and hitting staff 
m em bers, stealing, and  m aking  th rea ten ing  rem arks, 36 studen ts were 
suspended.

The statistics for the 93-94 school year are currently being compiled and will be 
forw arded to you w hen available.

Secondary

A total of 106 suspensions for all types of w eapons were reported for the year 
com pared to 96 in 1991-92 and 69 in 1990-91. Suspensions related specifically to 
guns reached a total of 26 this year for various degrees of involvement in these 
incidents. A total of thirteen students were expelled for gun related incidents.

There were 10 firearm  incidents, and 32 weapons incidents for the first quarter of 
the 1993-94 schooLyear.

Enclosures

ANCHORAGE SCHOOL DISTRICT BACKGROUND INFORMATION
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ANCHORAGE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA

ASD MEMORANDUM #486 (92-93) June 28,1993

TO: SCHOOL BOARD

FROM: OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT

SUBJECT: 1992-93 SUSPENSION REPORT - ELEMENTARY EDUCATION'

PERTINENT FACTS:

A sum m ary  of cum ulative suspension  activity for the e lem entary  schools 
during  the 1992-93 school year is included as Attachm ent A. The school-by- 
school cum ulative com pilation is show n as Attachm ent B.

Total suspensions in the elem entary schools have decreased by  fifty (50) o r 8 % 
since the 1991-92 school year. A lthough the overall rate of suspensions has 
decreased, the num ber of girls being suspended has increased by nineteen (19) 
or 18%; the num ber of suspensions for boys has significantly declined by 
six ty-nine (69), bu t is still h ig h  at 82%. The overall num ber of repeat 
suspensions has decreased by eigh t (8): the girls’ rate was reduced by ten (10) 
yt 8 % w hile the num ber of boy repeaters increased by two (2) o r 92% of the 
jta l.

The elem entary  school s tuden t population  increased by  631 studen ts during  
the 1992-93 school year. This positive decrease in the suspension rate  can be 
a t t r ib u te d  to  th e  m a n y  p ro a c t iv e  c o n flic t  r e s o lu t io n /a n g e r  
m anagem en t/schoo l-w ide  d iscip line program s in the fifty-five elem entary  
odiools. The schools have taken on  the task of infusing these standards and 
techniques in to  their curricu lum  and their staff training efforts in  o rder to 
h e lp  s tu d e n ts  a p p rec ia te  d iv e rs ity  an d  to cope w ith  the increasing  
overcrow ding in  o u r elem entary  schools. This proactive action has been a 
collaborative effort on the part of principals, teachers, suppo rt staff, FTAs, 
paren ts, com m unity  m em bers, an d  students. The n ine schools w hich are 
fo rtu n a te  en o u g h  to have  e lem en ta ry  counselo rs have also  no ticed  a 
considerab le  im provem en t in  s tu d e n t decorum  as the conflict resolution 
concepts a re  in fused  in to  their schools' curricu lum . The School Board's 
leadership  in adopting  the Prejudice Elim ination Resolution a t the beginning 
of the school year also set the tone for acceptable behavior for students, staff, 
and  the com m unity.

G  (A L*
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W hile the d e ce ase  in the suspension ra te  is a positive trend; principals and 
central adm inistration know that it is still too high. There has been a general 
tightening up  of expectations for studen t behavior by principals, teachers, arid 
parents as the schools are trying to cope w ith  the increasingly aggressive and 
beligerent behavior am ong some of o u r s tu d en t population, the increasing 
school enrollm ents, the lesser am ount of p layground  space as a result of 
p lac ing  ad d itio n a l re locatab les on the  sites , an d  the  considerab le  
overcrow ding and overuse of school facilities such as m ultipurpose rooms, 
corridors, bathroom s, etc. More and  m ore d a ise s  of students m ust eat in 
their room s in order to free up  the m ultipu rpose  room  for the physical 
education program ; m any support staff are jointly using closets, book rooms, 
and other substandard space. Student safety on the playground continues to 
be a concern as it is becom ing m ore difficult to retain  reliable noon duty 
attendants; this is partially due to the short period of em ploym ent each day 
(1 1 / 2  hours).

O verall increases w ere seen in the fo llow ing categories for our fem ale 
s tuden ts: fighting (40%); larceny an d  coercion (60%); sm oking (100%); 
profanity (20%); and other (70%). Increases for male students w ere seen in the 
larcen y /co erd o n  category (68%) and other (12%). Indden ts that fall into the 
"other" category are such things as bringing knives to school, setting off fire 
alarm s, racial slurs, ru d e  gestures, p u sh in g  and  h itting  staff m em bers, 
stealing, and  m aking threatening rem arks.

Areas in  w hich the num ber of suspensions ded in ed  for both boys and girls 
w ere the following: destruction  of p roperty , disobedience and  disruption , 
d rug  and alcohol related offenses, and weapons. O ther areas declining for the 
boys were: fighting, use of profanity, and truancy.

S tudents receiving repeat suspensions show ed increases for the following 
offenses: destruction of property  (boys), disobedience and d isrup tion  (boys), 
larceny and  coerdon  (boys), and  o ther (girls). Decreases w ere  noted for 
fighting  (boys and  girls), disobedience and  d isrup tion  (girls), larceny and 
coerdon (girls), sm oking (boys), use of profanity (boys) and w eapons (boys and 
girls).

Personnel in  the elem entary schools realize the significance of the increasing 
am ount of violent and  aggressive behavior so prevalent in our society and in 
A nchorage and  are striv ing to im prove the school d im ate  and  interpersonal 
relations w ith in  their school com m unity. M ost of the  schools hr»ve begun 
som e of the  follow ing activities: in tensive conflict reso lu tion  training,
parents an d  volunteers organizing p layground  activities, s tuden t m ediators, 
skill stream ing  and pro-social skills training, the Developing Capable People 
program , Peer Assistance and S tudent A ssistance team s th rough  the D rug 
Free Schools P rogram , the W hole C h ild  Project, p re jud ice  elim ination 
training, inform al in-school suspension and  tim e-ou t/de ten tion  program s, 
cross g rade  grouping a t lunch recess periods (grades 1 and 6 ou t a t the s*me

2
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time, etc.)/ s tu d y  budd ies across the prim ary and interm ediate grades, eating 
in the classroom s ra th e r than in the very crow ded  m ultipurpose  rooms, 
o rgan teed  gam es a t noon recess, s tu d y  halls and  tu to ria l sessions, etc. 
C onsiderable tim e an d  effort has been spent in train ing  staff to be more 
accom m odating  to s tu d e n t learn ing  styles, special needs, and  cultural 
differences. M any of the principals are working closely w ith the staff, their 
PTAs, and  the C om m unity  Schools and Parent Resource Centers w here they 
have them , to educate  parents in  these areas so that there is a better match 
betw een school and hom e expectations and standards of behavior.

The elem entary  principals, teachers, and  paren ts feel that the addition  of 
m ore elem entary counselors and noon du tv /schoo i aide  positions is essential 
if the students are to be helped to learn acceptable m ethods of getting along in 
today's society. M any of the schools w ith a studen t m ediator program  have 
solicited a donation from  a corporation or business or have used discretionary 
funds available to them  during  the 1992-93 school year to hire a student 
m ediator co ach /tra in e r. This discretionary fund w as elim inated during  the 
budget reductions for the 1993-94 school year.

The WISE p ro jec t a lso  m entioned  the need for ad d itio n a l e lem entary  
counselors in  m any  action  plans. E lem entary  schools w ould  like the 
flexibility of ad d in g  an "in-school suspension" p rogram  o n  an as-needed 
basis; this possibility  has been elim inated w ith the reduction  in discretionary 
funds. Conflict resolution training, also supported  by the WISE project and 
the MECC, w ill be increased  in more schools for the next school year; it is 
presen tly  in over half of the elem entary schools. All schools applying for 
C hapter n  Instructional Im provem ent grants will be required to use the h inds 
for p re ju d ic e  e lim in a tio n /c o n f lic t  reso lu tio n  tra in in g  fo r the staff. 
A dditional assistance for the elem entary schools is essential if the gains m ade 
in the classroom  are to  be carried over to the p layground, lunchroom , bus 
stops, etc. so th a t o u r suspension rate continues to decline. A pproxim ately 
seventeen e lem entary  schools will be over 600 students next year; additional 
adm inistrative  assistance w ould help reduce out of school suspension  rates 
considerably because the adm inistrators could take the tim e to w ork  w ith the 
s tu d e n ts  an d  th e ir  p a re n ts  to instill m ore self«discipline and. a m ore 
cooperative a ttitude.

E lem entary  E ducation  w ill continue to p u t a p rio rity  on  reducing  the 
suspension rate, w hile  a t the sam e time, ensuring a safe and orderly  school 
learning environm ent so that ail students can learn and  that all teachers can 
teach.

BC/CC
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Attachment j
ELEMENTARY EDUCATION SUSPENSION REPORT - 1992-93

— - 4  BY CATEGORY
.............. .

- A
m y GRLS BOYS
_ _ s ~ Ant. Ind. Asian Black While Hispanic Total Am. Ind. Asian Black White Hispanic Total Grand Total

' ......
AK Nat. Pag. Is. Susp. AK Nat. Pac, Is. Susp. Suspensions

* -/ 2 2 25 19 2 50 31 13 51 135 to 2 4 0 2 9 0
Properly 0 3 1 12 16 16

Placl/V-
‘̂ y s /D is ru p lio n 3 1 6 17 27 30 1 22 83 5 141 168
*-?!!5%rclon 5 5 t 1 7 13 2 2 27

t S S T 1 1 0 1
Dn$y 2 3 5 1 1 6
Stn&y " 4 1 5 2 1 6 13 22 2 7
!^23^}ies 0 1 1 1
Tru^P.................. 0 1 1 1
Wm^ 2 4 4 10 1 5 19 1 2 6 3 6
^ M ^ em sjons 7 S 44 45 2 103 6 7 17 92 278 16 4 70 5 7 3
TOTI^ ............

s o s ^  ------- 1 2 | 1 4 16 6 17 2 41 4 5

EiS^of Properly 0 2 2 2

9®5i^/Dl8ruplion 2 1 3 16 1 7 16 2 4 2 4 5

y ^ ^ ic lo n 0 1 1 1 3 3

» 0 0 O
DriygX 0 0 0
Smdj^ " 0 1 2 3 3

0 0 O
fruay 0 0 0

1 t 1 1 2 3
0 0 0

r o r i l j 1 0 5 2 0 8 3 5 1 14 39 4 9 3 101
SIBgP ’
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ELEMENTARY EDUCATION SUSPENSION REPORT -1992-93 Attachment B

BY SCHOOL ■ "

P GIRLS BOYS

<^s) . . . . . . Am. Ind Asian Black While Hispanic Tolal Am. Ind. Asian Black While Hispanic Tolal Grand T olal Repeal Enrollment
STnoofs AK Nai. Pac. Is. Susp. AK Nat. P&c. Is. Susp. Suspensions Suspensions 6 /3 /9 3

Loop 0 2 9 11 11 518
0 1 2 6 9 9 1 407

V /^ .. - 4 2 6 2 5 7 13 4 563

S f t ________ 0 i___ V 2 3 3 515
1 1 1 1 2 3 645

'jtfW tey 1 1 I 2 1 9 13 14 41 577
^  a s ;  . . ... 4 4 9 1 10 14 387

Bowman 1 1 2 3 8 13 14 7 803
0 1 1 1 1 415

^ S V a J t e ,  ... 1 1 1 3 4 5 418
& 1 6 3 10 1 5 4 10 2 0 2 609
• -^ O p tio n a l 0 0 0 242

^  . . 0 S 5 5 1 606
^ .? S a te  ______

.
0 1 2 1 4 4 1 459

1 2 7 10 9 6 15 25 1 435
& 1 1 1 I 2 544

t e var
0 2 2 2 665

S . _ ............. 1 1 13 1 16 3 9 4 1 17 3 3 9 401
<*1 1 1 3 1 13 14 17 1 605

0 0 0 121
^ n e n l  Hill 3 1 4 7 2 3 7 1 2 0 24 4 278

& ad 0 1 3 4 4 2 558
[', |(W' 0 3 3 3 1 569

cr5^ 1 1 5 5 6 319
1 1 2 1 2 3 5 265

0 1 5 6 6 652
............

1 3 3 7 1 6 20 27 34 701
,.|jW 0 5 5 5 393

2 5 33 28 0 66 | 18 4 51 138 3 214 202 36 13670
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ELEMENTARY EDUCATION SUSPENSION REPORT -1992-93

r ~ ---------- GF5LS 1 BOYS ‘  I
Schools Am. Ind. Asian Black While Hispanic Total Am. Ind. Asian Black While Hispanic Tolal Grand Tolal Repeat Enrollment

AK Nat. Pac. Is. Susp. AK Nal. Pac. Is. Susp. Suspensions Suspensions 6 /3 /9 3
w  'm * View 4 2 6 9 1 6 7 4 29 35 7 539
^ M u ld o o f ' 2 2 1 3 4 6 1 399
jflO North Slar 1 1 5 2 14 3 24 25 15 518
}93 No. LigMs ABC 0 2 2 2 310
too North*?84!. _. . 2 2 6 6 0 632
110 Munaka Valley 1 1 2 4 1 1 6 8 2 368
^5  Ocean * 0 1 1 12 14 14 ‘ 470
^ O 'M a lle y 0 5 1 6 6 575
«/>,* Ofinn 0 3 3 3 496
too PtarraitQSn 2 4 2 0 31 2 9 14 22 9 440

VJO flabbil 0,8814 0 1 1 1 522
y»c RauArtWOOd 1 1 6 6 7 1 624
^7(\ ftnrmrs Pa/K 0 1 2 3 3 540J4uj —-

Ruxr.ia/Uack 0 2 1 3 3 418
/ico Sand 0 3 3 3 1 820
qrn fio«riic Padt 0 1 2 3 3 586
»»R»i Sprirnq HU 1 2 3 1 4 5 8 1 646jo  t ^ r  1 ■>— 
^o/j Susitna 0 • 1 2 3 3 582
~r-e Ta|<ii 1 1 1 1 1 12 13 5 4 11
>>7j] TudOf 0 13 13 13 631
onj T»fpaqain 0 16 13 2 9 29 13 704
-ioaUrsa Major 1 1 1 5 1 7 8 2 398

~nj(irsa Mlrcr 1 1 3 3 6 1 13 14 291
0 6 1 3 2 12 12 1 472

3wTwiHn* Crest 2 3 5 2 3 5 10 2 5 18

41O Wondflf 2 2 4 5 8 9 3 29 31 5 467
A«q Wond, Gladys 0 1 1 1 539

oiis S 0 11 17 2 35 49 13 41 140 13 2 5 6 291 65 13916
^[sU SftN SIO N S . 7 5 44 45 2 103] 67 17 92 278 16 4 7 0 573 101 2 7 5 8 6 |
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ANCHORAGE SCHOOL DISTRICT
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA

ASD MEMORANDUM #489 (92-93) June 28, 1993

TO: SCHOOL BOARD

FRO M : OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT

SUBJECT: SECONDARY SCHOOL SUSPENSION REPORT FOR THE 1992-
93 SCHOOL YEAR

PERTINENT FACTS:

A sum m ary of the suspension rates for the 1992-93 school year is attached as 
A ttachm ent A. This docum ent shows cum ulative suspensions by category in 
the chart at the top of the page. Suspensions by school are shown on the chart 
on the bottom  half of the page.

The overall suspension rate  for this year com pared to last year is essentially 
unchanged. Secondary s tuden t population  increased by approxim ately 3.6 
percent and  the total num ber of suspensions is up  by 3.5 percent. There is 
som e variation  in rates by  category, how ever, m ost changes fall w ith in  the 
norm al variations betw een years. D rug and  alcohol suspensions rem ain  
constant at 25 percent of their peak in the m id 1980's. Fighting an d  w eapon 
re la ted  suspensions are u p  1,060 to 1,171 an d  96 to 106 respective ly . 
Vandalism  and false fire alarm s are dow n 66 to 31 and  11 to 3 respectively. At 
the sam e time, suspensions caused by refusal to cooperate w ith alternatives to 
suspension dropped from 650 to 413. Willful disobedience increased from  232 
to 304 suspensions for the year.

'Suspensions related to w eapons have continued to increase even though they 
rem ain a sm all percentage of the total num ber of suspensions. A total of 106 
suspensions for all types of w eapons w ere reported  for the year com pared to 
96 in 1991-92 and  69 in 1990-91. This is due, in part, to increased a ttention 
paid  to the problem . Suspensions related specifically to euns roarhaA a f*tai
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ANCHORAGE SCHOOL DlSTPICT
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA

M E M O R A N D U M  D e c e m b e r  1 ,  1 9 9 2

T O  B O B  C H R I S T A L
A C T I N G  S U P E R I N T E N D E N T

F R O M :  B I L L  M E L L ,  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R
S E C O N D A R Y  E D U C A T I O N

S U B J E C T :  W E A P O N S  I N C I D E N T S  -  F I R S T  Q U A R T E R ,  1 9 9 2

T h e  r a t e  o f  I n c i d e n t s  I s  u p  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  t w o  s c h o o l  y e a r s .  1 n e  l e v e l  o f  c o n c e r n  a t  s c h o o l s  
h a s  n o t  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  e a r l y  l e v e l  e x h i b i t e d  i n  1 9 9 0 .  T h a t  I s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  s c h o o l s  
a c t i n g  q u i c k l y  o . ‘t I n f o r m a t i o n  r e c e i v e d .  T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  n o  g a n g  r e l a t e d  i n c i d e n t s  e x c e p t  
l o r  t h e  n e o  n a z l  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  a t  S e r v i c e .  T h e  o u t c o m e s  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h a t  i n c i d e n t  
i s  a t t a c h e d  a s  a  s e p a r a t e  m e m o .

G i v e n  t h e  g r o w t h  I n  v i o l e n c e  r e l a t e d  i n c i d e n t s  a n d  t h e  s h a r p  d r o p  i n  d r u g  a n d  a l c o h o l  
s u s p e n s i o n ,  t h e  S e c o n d a r y  D i v i s i o n  i s  p r e p a r i n g  a  p r o p o s a l  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  
s u s p e n s i o n  a n d  e x p u l s i o n  f o r  s t u d e n t s  I n v o l v e d  w i t h  w e a p o n s  o r  g a n g s  u s i n g  e x i s t i n g  
p r o g r a m  s t a f f .  T h e  p r o p o s a l  w i l l  b e  r e a d y  f o r  r e v i e w  b y  D e c e m b e r  1 8 ,  1 9 9 2 .

A  D i s t r i c t - w i d e  r e v i e w  o f  w e a p o n s ,  f i r e a r m s  a n d  g a n g  r e l a t e d  i n c i d e n t s  i s  s u m m a r i z e ^  
i n  t h e  c h a r t  b e l o w ,

F i r s t  Q u a r t e r  I n c i d e n t  F r e q u e n c y  C h a r t  
D e c e m b e r  1 , 1 9 9 2

Y e a r
W e a p o n s  O t h e r  
t h a n  F i r e a r m s F i r e a r m s

G a n g  R e l a t e d  
I r c d e n l s  . . .

1 9 9 0 - 9 1 5 0 0
1 9 9 1 * 9 2 1 1 5 0
1 9 9 2 - 9 3 1 5 8 1 *

' S e r v i c e  n e o  n a z i  i n c i d e n t  

A t t a c h m e n t ,  S e r v i c e  m e m o
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W EAPONS AND V IOLENCE RELATED SUSPENSIONS 
In c id e n t  R e p o r t  2nd  Q u a r t e r  1991 -1994

Catccrorv 1 9 9 1 - 9 2 1 9 9 2 - 9 3 1 9 9 3 - 9 4

F i r e a rm s 0 0 3
W eap o n s 2 0 3 9 3 6
G ang  R e la ted 0 0 1 6
F ig h t in g 2 3 8 2 6 6 2 6 7

IN C ID E N T  R E PO R T  1993-94 
Q U A RTER  1 & 2

C a tc c o r v O u a r t c r  1 O u a r t c r  2

F i r e a rm s 1 0 3
W eap o n s 3 2 3 6
G ang  R e la ted 5 1 6
F igh t in g 3 6 4 2 6 7



ANCHORAGE SCHOOL DISTRICT
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA

MEMORANDUM May 1,199]

TO:

FROM:
INSTRUCTION

SUBJECT: Survey Results - G un Incident Report

A ttached is the sum m ary  report  of the su rvey  we conducted  in April 
regarding incidents of possession of guns on school grounds.

A: the elementary level three schools reported  having dealt with guns this 
school year. In all cases parents were contacted; the police departm ent was 
contacted in two cases. The police departm ent was not contacted in the case 
where the student brought a musket for Show and Tell.

The secondary schools reported  twelve (12) cases. The police were contacted 
in all bu t one  of the cases. The one w here  the police were no t contacted 
involved a toy gun. Disciplinary action was taken in each case and  involved 
the parents. The District has taken action to prohibit the possession of guns 
on school grounds. The Anchorage School District and the Municipality of 
Anchorage w orked together last fall to develop the local ordinance, passed by 
the Assembly, to prohibit the possession of guns on school grounds.

Currently the secondary schools are involving parents and staff in a review of 
existing policies and p rocedures  on the  issues of -weapons. A set of 
recom m endations is due by the end of May for administration and School 
Board action.

$2.^5
A ttachm ent 
oc Carol Comeau 

Bill Mell 
School Principals



ANCHC.vAGH SCHOOL DISTRICT \ 
INSTRUCTIONAL DIVISION 

GUN INCIDENT REPORT 
April 29, 1991

The Instructional D ivision conducted  a survey of the e lem entary  and 
secondary schools the w eek of April 13, 1991 to determ ine the num ber of 
incidents of guns being brought onto the school grounds

Following is a com pilation of the survey resuits. If a school is not listed by 
nam e that indicates there were no reported incidents of gunls) at that school. 
We have provided detailed inform ation of schools w here a gun was reported. 
The names of the students have been deleted, for confidentiality reasons.

In every case w hen the school was inform ed the incident was dealt with 
im m ediately  and  d isc ip linary  action was taken. The issue is one that 
w arrants continued vigilance and positive action as has been the past practice 
in the District.

Elementary Schools - 55 schools reporting

Fifty-tw o (52) elem entary  schools reported no. incidents of guns on school 
grounds. Three elem entary  schools did report a gun  having been on the 
school grounds and following are the details on a school by school basis.

BAYSHORE:
Incident: M usket in backpack for sharing time. (Show N Tell)
Action Taken: P rincipal and paren t dealt w ith  the inciden t at the
build ing level.
Police Contacted: Police w ere not contacted.

MULDOON:
Incident: Special Education student brought non-functioning hand  gur. to
school.
Action Taken: Police and parent contacted. Conference held. Student
suspended for one day  out-of-school suspension.
Police Contacted: Police were contacted.

RUSSIAN JACK:
Incident. Child brought a peUet gun to school in his back pack.
Action Taken: Gun confiscated. All three students that played with gur.
were suspended for one day for their part w ith the gur.. Parents worked 
closely and concurred w ith suspension.
Police Contacted: Police w ere contacted.
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Sf.ctmga.ry schcmJs /program s 2Q .reporting

Twelve (12) secondary schools reported  no incidents of guns on school 
grounds. Eight secondary schools did report incidents of a gun on school 
grounds and following are the details or. a school by school basis.

BARTLETT: (1 incident)
Incident-. A gun was seen by other students who reported ir to classroom 
teacher.
Action T aken: Security was notified and  asked s tuden t for the weapon
outside the classroom . G un surrendered to Security withouc resistance. 
Student and w eapon brought to office Student expelled by Board Action 
11/13/90.
Police Contacted: Police w e re  contacted. S tuden t w as arrested  and
detained.

CLARK: (2 incidents)
Incident: (1) An adm in istra to r and teacher received inform ation that a
student had a gun in school. N o gun was found but the student adm itted to 
bringing a so-called plastic gun to school and m ade statem ents to the students 
while pointing it at them  such as "Don't worry, it's not loaded". As a result 
of the investigation, it is believed that the gun involved was a real gun. (2) 
W indow  on em ployee's vehicle had been shot out w ith  a BB gun while 
parked on school park ing  lot. An ex-student d id  the shoo tin j, was not in 
school
Action Taken: (1) Security was notified and asked s tuden t for the weapon 
outside the classroom. (2) Police contacted/charges filed, w eapon sei2 ed on 
school grounds, pending action by youth authorities.
Police Contacted: (1) Police w ere  contacted. S tudent w as arrested and
detained. (2) Police w ere contacted, charges were filed for possession of 
weapon on school cam pus.

DIMOND: (2 incidents)
Incident: (1) An estranged father appeared on the student parking lot after
school and noticed his daugh ter sitting in a student car. Earlier that day the 
father had  requested  assistance from the school in gain ing  custody of his 
daugh ter, w ho he co n sid ered  a runaw ay. W hen a band of students 
surrounded  the  girl to p reven t his caking custody, the father (apparently 
frightened) po in ted  a hand  gun  to w ard /ab o v e  the studen ts. (2) On 
November 23, 1990, a tip received by the Federal 3ureau  of Alcohol, Firearms 
and Tobacco was telephoned to Principal. The Dimor.d security person and 
the Assistant Principal, in terv iew ed the suspect, received a full confession, 
and took custody of a large caliber hand gun w hich was reported  by the 
student to be in his car.



'Action T aken; (1) i.  action taken against the stude  C ounseling if 
requested. (2) Suspended pending recom m endation to expel. Expulsion 
recommended. School Board suspended for first semester.
Police Contacted: (!) Police w ere contacted. Police took custody of the father
until students were gone. (2) Im mediately arrested by police for possession of 
weapon on school grounds.

GRUENING: (1 incident)
Incident: On March 1, a student brought a plastic toy gun w hich shoots
small plastic discs. He was shooting this gun in the lunchroom.
Action Taken: Suspension for 3 days, conference with parents.
Police Contacted: Police w ere not contacted. Gun was a toy bu t fit under
the Schooi District's definition of a weapon.

SERVICE: (1 incident)
Incident: Gur. under seat in  truck in schooi parking lot - found during
search for Drugs/Alcohol. Student gave permission for search on 3 /26 /91 . 
Action Taken: Suspension for 3 days. Transporting gun to D ad’s house with 
parent permission.
Police Contacted: Police were contacted. Gun was taken to family.

STELLER: (1 incident)
Incident: The studen t b ro ugh t an  unloaded handgun  to school in his
backpack. He showed it to other students, one of w hom  reported  it to a 
teacher who then reported to the principal.
Action Taken: Student w as given a 9-day suspension. Recom m endation
for long-term suspension was made. Hearing to be scheduled 
Police Contacted: Police w ere contacted.

WENDLER: (1 incident!
Incident: A student repo rted  that another studen t had a "stun gun" at
school. The studen t w as questioned and adm itted  possession. Student 
willingly produced the weapon.
Action Taker.: Student was given a 9-day suspension.
Police Contacted: Police were contacted.

WEST: (3 incidents)
Incident: (1) A studen t was w earing a loaded  9m m  hand  gun in a
shou lder under sw eater. O ther studen ts reported  in c iden t to school 
administrators. (2) Students reported to school adm inistrators that another 
student was in possession of a gun. (3J The third incident of a firearm  on 
West High School grounds was in December. In December it was reported by



.-icuun taKen: Cl> S tudent was suspended urvJ ^r em ergency suspension 
rules w ith rece m endation  for expulsion presen. .d  to School Board. The 
School Board expeiled  the studen t. (2 ) Student w as suspended  under 
em ergency suspension ru les w ith recom m endation for expulsion presented 
to School Board. The School Board expelled the student. (3) The student was 
suspended  for 9 days for hav ing  the unloaded w eapon  in his vehicle. 
A nother s tuden t v/hc h a d  accom panied the first s tu d e n t at lunch was 
suspended for 5 days. Beth students served the suspensions and there were 
no appeals.
Police Contacted: (1) Police were contacted. Citizen arrest made. (2) Police
w ere contacted. C itizen arrest made. 13) Police w ere contacted, confiscated 
the weapon but m ade no arrests.
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PREAMBLE
1. A p rim a ry re spon s ib ility o f the Anchorage Schooi D is tr ic t and its 

pro fess iona l staff sha ll be the deve lopment o f an unders tand ing 
and apprec ia tion o f ou r representative fo rm  o f governm ent, the 
righ ts and respons ib ilitie s o f the in d iv id u a l and the legal process­
es whereby necessary changes are b rough t abou t.

2. The school is a comm un ity and the rules and regulations o f a school 
are the laws o f tha t com m un ity . A i l those en jo y ing the righ ts o f 
c itizensh ip in the schoo l com m un ity must also accept the 
responsib ilities o f c itizensh ip . Am ong the responsib ilities o f school 
c itizensh ip are respecting the laws o f the com m un ity and the ngh ts 
o f o the r c itizens and con tr ib u tin g to the fu llf i l im e n t o f educationa l 
purposes th rough coopera tive conduct.

3. Young peop le In the U n ite d States have the r ig h t to receive a free 
p ub lic education , and dep riva tio n o f tha t rig h t m ay occu r o n ly fo r 
ju s t cause and in accordance w ith  due process o f law.

4. Students have the righ ts o f c itizen sh ip as delineated in the U n ite d 
States C ons titu tio n and its amendments; and these righ ts may no t 
be abridged, obstruc ted o r in o the r ways alte red except in 
accordance w ith  due process o i law, The F irs t and Fourteen th 
Amendments to the C ons titu tion o i the Un ited States p ro h ib t states 
from  undu ly in fr in g in g upon the rig h ts o f speech and expression. 
In the school setting this restric tion on state action lim its the manner 
and extent to wh ich schools may regulate the speech and expression 
o f students. In order to cu rta il F irs t Am endm en t righ ts , school 
au tho ritie s m ust show tha t the fa ilu re to do so w ou ld create a 
materia l and substan tia l d is rup tio n o f schoo l w o rk and d isc ip line .

5. Adm in is tra to rs and teachers also have rights and duties. The teach­
er is required by law to main ta in a suitable environm ent fo r learning, 
and adm in is tra to rs have the re spon s ib ility fo r m a in ta in in g and 
fa c ilita tin g the educationa l program ,

6. The principal is authorized to recommend expulsion, and to sus­
pend or discipline students for cause. The teacher has the author­
ity to temporarily remove students from a class or discipline 
students for cause. The following rules, regulations and due process 
procedures statement are designed to protect ail members of the 
educational community in the exercise of their rights and duties.

7. N o th in g in th is sta tement o f studen t righ ts 6ha ll be held to lim it 
the due process righ ts o f educators o r noncen ifica ted school 
employees n o r the ir use o f D is tr ic t grievance procedures.

Rights, Responsibilities and Limitations
A ny conduc t prescribed by the fo llow in g statement o f righ ts , respon­
s ib ilit ie s and lim ita tio n s sha ll be subject to app rop ria te corrective
action from s im p le d isc ip lin e to expu ls ion :

1. C R IM IN A L  A C T S  
The fo llow ing acts are among those crimes defined in deta il unde r 
the laws o f the State o f A laska ;
AIDING AND ABETTING — Assisting in the commission of a 
crime, with the result of being treated as a D rinc ipa l. AS 
11 .16 .100 -130
ARSON —  Damag ing any p rope rty by in te n tion a lly o r neg ligently 
sta rting a fire o r cauvmg an exp los ion , o r a ttem p ting to sta rt a fire 
o r cause an exp los ion . AS 11.46.400 - 430 
ASSAULT —  Physica lly in ju r in g o r threaten ing to phys ica lly in ju re 
another person. AS 11,41.200-230

BURGLARY -  En te ring un law fu lly o r rem a in ing un law fu lly w ith 
in te n t to com m it a crim e. AS 11.46.300 - 310 
E XTO R T IO N  OR B LA C KM A IL —  O b ta in in g money, property , 
o r actions b y vio lence o r th rea t o f v io lence o r un true accusations 
o r pub lic rid icu le . AS 11.41,520 - 530 
FORGERY —  False ly m ak ing o : a lte ring a w ritte n ins trum en t o r 
know ing ly possessing a forged instrum ent. AS 11.46.500 -11.46.50 
LARCENY —  The ft w ith o u t force o r v io lence against another 
person. A .S . 11.46.100-210
M A L IC IO U S  M ISCH IEF —  W illfu l p ro pe rty damage o r in terfe r­
ence w ith  p rope rty nghts . A .S . 11.46.480-486 
RECKLESS EN D A N G ER M EN T —  Engaging in conduc t w h ich 
creates a subs tan tia l ris k o f serious phys ica l in ju ry  to another 
person. A .S . 11.41.250 ,:...}
ROBBERY -  Stealing from the person o f ahother by force o r threat 
o f force. A .S . 11.41.500-510
SALE , USE OF, POSSESSION OF. IN T O X IC A T IN G  L IQUOR 
OR IL LEG A L DRUGS* -  A .S . 17.10.010. 17.12.010. 4.16.010 
TRESPASS —  Presence on ano the r's p rope rty w ith o u t perm ission 
and /o r refusal to leave ano the r's p rope rty upon request. A.S.
11.46.320-330

The comm ission of, o r partic ipa tion in , any c iim in a l activ ity in school 
bu ild ings , on school p rope rty , o r at sd ioo i-sponso rcd events is 
p ro h ib ited . D is c ip lin a ry ac tion may be taken b y the schooi regard­
less o f whe the r o r not c rim ina l charges o r p rosecu tion result.

2. W E A P O N S  A N D  F IR E A R M S : Students on schoo l property o r 
anend ing a school-sponsored event sha ll no t c a n y on the ir person 
o r place anywhere on school property, o r in  the v ic in ity  o f a school- 
sponsored event, any firearms o r o ther weapons, except as assign­
ed to students tor, and used during , a regular course o f instruction . 
Students found w ith any firearms o r weapons at school o r i t school 
activ itie s are subject to expu ls io n and arcest. W eapons include, 
bu t are no t lim ite d to, firearms, pelle t guns, s tun guns, shockers, 
knives, clubs, brass knuckles, num chuks 3nd th row in g weapons.

3. S M O K IN G : Students are n o t perm itted to smoke on school 
p roperty .

4. A T T E N D A N C E : D a ily attendance o f a ll w ho are enro lled in the 
ASD schools is requ ired in  accordance w ith  Sl3te law and School 
Board rules. Students w ill a ttend regu larly scheduled classes un ­
less o ffic ia lly excused.

5. D IS R U P T IV E  C O N D U C T : Conduct w h ich m ateria lly and sub­
s tan tia lly in terfe res w ith the educa tiona l process o r the law fu l ac­
tiv it ie s o f others is p roh ib ited .

6. C O O P E R A T I O N  W I T H  S C H O O L  P E R S O N N E L :  Students 
m us t obey the law fu l in s tru c tio n s o f a il schoo l d is tr ic t personnel.

7. S E L F  ID E N T IF IC A T IO N : A ll students in school bu ild ings, on 
school grounds, o r at school-sponsored events must, upon request, 
id en tify themselves to authorized school d is tn c t personnel o r the ir 
designee.

8. O F F -C A M P U S  E V E N TS : S tudents at schoo l-spo roo red . off- 
campus events sha ll be governed by school d is tr ic t rules and 
regu lations and sha ll be sub ject to the au th o r ity o f schoo l d is tr ic t 
personnel.

9. F R E E D O M  O F  S P E E C H  A N D  A S S E M B L Y
a, Students are entitled to express verba lly th e ir personal op in ions 
in a manner tha t does no t In terfere w ith  the freedom o f others 
to express themselves. O bscen ity and slander are p roh ib ited .'.^
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b. S tudents have the freedom to assemble peacefu lly . There is an 
approp ria te tim e and place fo r such assemblies. Meetings o f 
school-sponsored organ iza tions on school p rope rty sha ll be 
conducted at times and places approved by the p rin c ip a l o r 
his/her designee. Conducting demonstrations o r meetings which 
in te rfe re w ith the educationa l process o r the law fu l activ ities 
of others is p roh ib ited .

10, FREEDOM  OF SYMBOLIC EXPRESSION
a. S TU D EN T DRESS CODE : Each student sha ll attend school 

c lo thed in a manner w h ich is dean , not hazardous to the safety 
o f h im /he rse lf o r others, and w h ich does no t detract from the 
requ ired educationa l env ironm en t. S tudents may not wear 
c lo th in g o r items tha t are associated w ith gangs, Students who 
do w ill be excluded from school u n til such tim e tha t they cease 
wearing the c lo th in g o r items to school o r schoo l events.

b. BUTTONS A N D  ARM BANDS : Students m ay wear o r d isp lay 
bu ttons , armbands, flags, decals and o the r badges o f sym bo lic 
expression, unless the manner of expression m ateria lly o r 
subs tan tia lly interferes w ith  the orde rly process o f the school 
o r the righ ts o f others. Item s tha t are associated w ith gangs are 
deemed in and o f themselves to subs tan tia lly in terfe re w ith  the 
o rd e rly process o f school.

C. PATR IO T IC ASSEMBLY: A student may abstain from the 
pledge or salute if he/she desires.

11. FREED O M  TO  PUBLISH
a. Genera lly , the res tric tions and regulations gove rn ing responsi­
b le jo u rn a lism ", as defined by the American Socie ty o f News­
paper Ed ito rs , shou ld be app lied to ASD studen t pub lica tions 
w ith  the clear unders tand ing that school o ffic ia ls have the au­
th o r ity , indeed the du ty , to provide fo r an ordered educationa l 
atmosphere free from constant tu rm o il and d is trac tion . '.Note 
School Board Policy 490.1 S tudent Publications)
P ro h ib i te d  m a te r ia l: M a te ria l wh ich is libe lous o r vio la tes the 
rig h ts o f p rivacy ; obscene accord ing to com m un ity standards: 
p ro fane o r vu lga r slang language w h ich w ou ld no t be used by 
the loca l newspapers: advoca ting the breaking o f school po licy 
o r law ; critica l, demeaning o r attacks any race, re lig ion , sex, 
hand icap o r e thn ic group; commercia l so lic ita tion fo r products,
i.e .. cigarettes, liquo r, drugs o r any p roduc t p ro h ib ite d (or any 
person 18 years o f age or younge t: endorsements o f o r 
so lic ita tio n s regard ing partisan causes, p o lit ic a l candidates o r 
ba llo t measures o f a nature that i t w ou ld cause a d is rup tio n o f 
the schoo l. N o te  School Board Policy 490.14)

b. S tudents are en titled to express in w rit in g  the ir persona l o p in ­
io ns b u t are expected to exercise respons ib ility and good judg ­
ment. The d is tr ib u tio n o f such materia l m ay no t interfe re w ith  
o r d is rup t the educational process. A  w ritten expression o f op in ­
ion m us t be signed by its autno r except tha t editoria ls 
represen ting a newspaper pos itio n m ay be p rin ted w ith o u t s ig ­
na tu re if all members o f the ed ito ria l board are iden tif ie d else­
where in  the paper. (N o te School Board Po licy 490.13)

c. S tudents have the rig h t to d is tribu te leaflets and handb ills at 
times and places as determ ined by the u n it adm in is tra to r or 
h is /he r designee. The studen ts who edit, pub lish o r d is tr ib u te 
such leaflets and handb ills among the ir fe llow students assume 
the re spon s ib ility fo r the con ten t o f such pub lica tions . The 
adm in is tra to r o r h is /he r designee sha ll be en titled to p re d is tr i­
b u t io n exam ina tion o f materia ls to ascertain whethe r these ma­
teria ls w ou ld d is rup t the o rde rly educationa l process.
N on -schoo l pub lica tio ns being d is tribu ted on schoo l proper­

ty  may be seized b y the u n it adm in is tra to r o r h is /he r desianec
w ho has reasonable cause to believe th a t such pub licauons 
con ta in libe lous o r obscene materia l. Seized pub lica tio ns m ust 
b« -s tum ed t *  the s tuden t o r made ava ilab le to the 
paren t/gua rd ian at the end o f the school day.
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d. Commercia l so lic ita tion no t autho rized by the Superin tendent 

o r designee w ill no t be allowed on school p rope rty at any time. 
A n exception to th is ro le w il l be the sale o i non-school- 
sponsored student newspapers pub lished by students o f the 
school d is tric t. Nonschoo l newspapers may be d is tribu ted on ly 
at times and places as determ ined by the u n it adm in is tra to r o r 
his/her designee.

e. Students have the rig h t to do necessary research fo r articles, 
in c lu d in g p u b lic  op in io n polls , and sna il have the responsib il­
ity  no t to abuse tha t righ t. P0 II3 shall be authorized by the u n it 
adm in is tra to r o r h is /he r designee if they in te rru p t class time, 
and the u n it adm in is tra to r o r h is/her designee shall be informed 
of po lls taken du ring studen ts ' free tim e in school.

12. SEARCH A N D  SEIZURE
The fo llow ing roles sha ll app ly to search and seizure perta in ing
to  students and school p ro pe rty assigned to them (e.g., lockers,
desks);
a. Search of a specific area assigned to a studen t shou ld be for 

a specific item and take place in the presence o f the student 
and tha t o i a th ird person if each, respective ly, can be located.

b. The school adm in istra tion retains con tro l over lockers and desk 
space loaned to students. The u r iit^ dm in is ira c o r o r h is/he r 
designee has the rig h t and d u ty to inspect and search students ' 
lockers and desks, if he/she has reasonable cause to believe, 
upon in fo rm a tio n received from  the po lice o r otherw ise, tha t 
drogs, weapons, dangerous illegal, o r p ro h ib ite d matter, o r 
goods sto len from the schoo l o r from members o f the staff o r 
studen t body, are lik e ly to be found there in . The un it 
adm in istra tor o r his/her designee has the righ t and duty to search 
a student's person if he/sne has reasonable cause to believe that 
drugs, weapons, dangerous illega l o r p ro h ib ite d matter, o r such 
sto len goods, are lik e ly to be found on the studen t's person. 
The fru its o f such searches may be tu rned ove r to the po lice 
o r used in schoo l d is c ip lin a ry proceedings.

c. N o search sha ll be conducted w ith o u t a ttem p ting to secure the 
perm iss ion o f the person possessing the p ro pe rty to be search­
ed except i f the suspected possession poses th rea t to life o r 
p ro p e r^ . Searches o f lockers spec ifica lly fo r the purpose of 
loca ting weapons o r firearms m ay be conducted by school 
authorities. Students w ill be no tified at least once each semester 
tha t such searches w ill be conducted at the d iscre tion o f the 
u n it adm in is tra tion .

d . Illegal items (firearms, weapons) o r o th e r possessions reason­
ab ly determ ined to be a threat to the safety o r security o f others 
may be seized tem po ra rily b y schoo l au tho ritie s and at the 
d iscre tion o f the un it adm in is tra to r o r h is /he r designee turned 
over to the police authorities. A il legal items shall, upon request, 
be made ava ilab le to the parent/guard ian o r the studen t at the 
end o f the schoo l day.

e. The above prov is ions shall n o t app ly to general searches con­
ducted fo r a spec ific purpose and w ith  announcement at least 
one day p r io r to the day of the search.

r. Items w h ich are used to d is ru p t o r in terfe re w ith  the education­
al process may be seized tem porarily b y school authorities. Such 
items sha ll, upon request, be returned to the studen t o r the 
parent/guard ian at the end o f the schoo l day.

g. The u n it adm in is tra to r o r h is /he r designee may search automo­
b iles w h ich are parked on schoo l grounds if he/she wishes to 
determ ine tha t drogs, alcohol, weapons, dangerous illegal matter
mr p u u U u  a lo lc A  icoew rv \*m bcrr«  o i  iK c  a i a i i  o r  ■*” *

lik e ly to be found there in .

13. S T U D E N T  S E A R C H  P R O C E D U R E S
A. L o c k e r s  a n d  D e s k s  ,<
The School D is tr ic t re ta ins con tro l ove r locker and desk spa
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p rov ided to students, as stated in the ASD Statement o f R ights 
and Responsib ilities. (See School Board Po licy #450.) The u n it 
adm in is tra to r and /o r h is /he r designee m ay inspect and 6earch 
studen ts ' lockers and desks, i f he/she has reasonable cause to 
believe tha t drugs, weapons, illegal o r dangerous materia ls, o r 
s to len goods w ill be found inside.

B. Possessions a nd O u te r G a rm en ts
The schoo l adm in is tra tion has the au th o r ity to inspect and 
search the possessions (e.g., purses, gym  bag3, ins trum en t 
cases) and outer garments (e.g., jackets, coats, shoes o r boots) 
o f studen ts when the u n it adm in is tra to r has reasonable cause 
to believe tha t drugs, a lcoho l, weapons, illegal o r dangerous 
materia ls, o r s to len goods are lik e ly to be found . N c probab le 
cause o r warran t is required before a search may be conducted. 
A  search may be conducted if a schooi o ffic ia l believes tha t 
a v io la tio n o f a schoo l ru le o r State law has taken place. A n y  
such search must be conducted in  priva te b y the u n it 
adm in is tra to r o r an assistant princ ipa l, and witnessed b y a sta ff 
person. School au tho ritie s w ill make a reasonable e ffo rt to 
con tac t the studen t's oarent/guard ian to ob ta in h is/her consent 
p r io r to the search. Searches w ill be lim ite d to the exam ina tion 
o f the con ten ts o f a s tuden t's possessions and outer garmencs, 
a lthough a studen t may be requested to em p ty pockets o f a ll 
contents. Materials discovered in a search may be used in  school 
d is c ip lin a ry proceedings, and turned ove r to the police .

C . S ea rch o f a S tu d e n t 's  P e rson
Shou ld an adm in is tra to r have reason to believe tha t a student 

has drugs, weapons, illega l o r dangerous materia ls, o r sto len 
goods concealed on h is/her person, the adm in is tra to r m ay con­
d uc t a search o f the s tuden t's person. N o such search may be 
undertaken unless, in  the adm in is tra to r's judgm ent, there is 
adequate in fo rm a tio n based on d irect observa tion b y schoo l 
personne l o r re liab le in fo rm a tion from th ird  parties, th a t a s tu ­
d en t is lik e ly to have p ro h ib ited materia l on h is /he r person.
P rio r to comm enc ing a search o f a s tuden t’s person, the s tu ­

den t must be to id the nature o f the in fo rm a tion against h im /her, 
and reasonable e fio rts m ust be made b y school au tho ritie s to 
n o t ify  the s tu d e n t’s pa ren ts /gua rd ian and p e rm it the 
paren t/gua rd ian the oppo rtu n ity to be present. The studen t, 
o r the student's parent/guard ian if present, w ill be asked to sign 
a w ritten consent fo rm , specify ing the natu re o f the search, the 
righ ts o i the s tuden t, and the possib le consequences faced by 
the student. If consent is refused, the s tuden t, o r paren t/gua r­
d ian if present, w il l be asked to sign a w ritten sta tement to tha t 
effect. In case o f refusal, the search procedure w ill be 
imm ed ia te ly halted , and the m atte r tu rned over to th e police .
In it ia l searches o f a studen t's person sha ll be con fined to a 

pa t-down search unless the student spec ifica lly requests tha t 
the search proceed w ith  the removal o f garments ra the r than 
a pat-down search, M a le students w ill be searched b y men and 
female students o n ly by women. D u r in g  such a search, 
procedures to assure the privacy and d ig n ity o f the s tuden t w ill 
be fo llowed.
Shou ld a pat-down search p rov ide reasonable cause to be­

lieve tha t the s tuden t has p ro h ib ite d materia l concealed upon 
h is /he r person, the studen t w ill be requested to surrender the 
materia ls. I f the pat-down search does n o t reveal any p ro h ib it­
ed materia l, bu t based on in fo rm a tio n received, the adm in is ­
tra to r con tinues to have reasonable cause to believe there is 
a strong like lih ood tha t p roh ib ited materia l is concealed upon 
the studen t’s person, the adm in istra to r m ay request the student
ua r e m o v e  o r  a a ju w . c to u u n v t  w  vnc vu - o c c i u u n

« * « « « » .  a n d  tu r n e d  o v e r  to  t h e  p c t o *  A n yP r o h ib it e d  m si
d tn e ip U A Q ry

u tm ost respect fo r the s tuden t's p rivacy and d ign ity .
Shou ld a student, o r s tuden t's parent/guard ian , a t any po in t 

refuse perm iss ion to con tinue a search, the schoo l authorities 
w ill immediately discontinue the search procedure. The student, 
and parent/guard ian, w ill be in fo rm ed tha t unless perm iss ion 
is granted to con tinue the search, the m atte r may be turned 
over to law enforcement o ffic ia ls . Shou ld perm ission s til l be 
w ithhe ld , the student w ill be placed in a supervised area and 
the police called.

D . Em e rg e n c y E x c e p tio n
W hen an adm in is tra to r believes w ith  a reasonable certa in ty , 
on the basis o f in fo rm ation provided through direct observations 
by school personnel, tha t a studen t possesses any weapon o r 
dangerous materia l w h ich poses an im m in e n t threat to life  or 
property , he/she may autho rize an immed ia te search o f the 
studen t's person o r possessions. In such a case, the student's 
parent/guard ian w ill be no tifie d o f the search as soon as 
possible. N o phys ica l force m ay be app lied dunng any search 
of the s tuden t unless there is an immed ia te th rea t o f imm inen t 
danger to persons o r property ,

STUDENTS 
RIGHTS A N D  RESPONSIBILITIES

The ASD Statement o f R ights and Responsib ilities updated August, 
1991, constitutes Board po licy on matters perta in ing to students' righ ts 
and responsib ilities . In any case o f con flic t between the Statement of 
Rights and Responsibilities and any ocher D is tr ic t po lic y o r procedure, 
the Statement o f Rights and Responsib ilities shall take precedent unless 
spec ifica lly lim ited by such o the r Board po licy .

D U E  PROCESS
The cons titu tio na l rig h ts assured to ind iv id ua ls includes the guar­

antee that no person shall be deprived o f life, lib e rty o r property w ith ­
o u t due process o f law. Students axe recognized as "Persons" under 
the cons titu tion and a system o f co n s titu tio n a lity and lega lly sound 
procedures has been developed fo r the adm in is tra tio n of d isc ip line 
in the schools.
1. The ha llm a rk o f the exercise o f d isc ip lin a ry au tho r ity sha ll be 
fairness.

2. Before the Im pos itio n o f a sanction , a s tuden t sha ll be given an 
oppo rtu n ity to contest any alleged facts lead ing to the proposed 
d isc ip lina ry action and to presen t h is o r her vers ion o f the facts.

S A N C T I O N S
1. S IM P L E  D IS C IP L IN E : A n y d isc ip lina ry action against a student 
other than suspension o r expu ls ion . N o sim p le d isc ip lina ry action 
shall be taken in  such a m anner as to preven t a student from 
accom p lish ing spec ific academ ic grade, iervei o r graduation 
requirement, provided tha t cred it m ay no t be granted for irregu lar 
attendance as described in the Secondary Adm in is tra tive Manual. 
S imple d isc ip lin a ry actions w il l be sub ject to the procedures 
established in Section 2(b) below ,

2. S H O R T  T E R M  S U S P E N S IO N S : D en ia l, w ith o u t a form a l 
hearing, o f the rig h t o f school attendance e ithe r from a single class 
o r any fu ll schedu le o f classes fo r a lim ite d period o f time n o t to 
exceed three (3) school days.
a. S ho rt T e rm  Suspension : A  sho rt te rm suspension is a suspen­
s ion ordered fo r any reason by the schooi adm in is tra to r where 
the to ta l sanction w ill no t exceed three 13) school days.

b. Prio r to a studen t being placed on sho rt te rm suspension, the 
studen t must be g iven w ritte n o r ora l no tice o f the charges 
against h im /he r. and, if he/shc denies them , an exp lana tion of
tho fh,» a.-tm in tdrarnr has and an to

c. N o tic e to P a re n t/G ua rd u n : Except
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fo r students whoso presence poses an immed ia te o r con tin u in g 
danger to themselves, o the r persons o r p roperty , o r an ongo ing 
threat o f d is rup tio n o f the academic process, the school 
adm in is tra to r sha ll endeavor to no tify the parent/guard ian o f the 
s tuden t o f the pend ing suspension. In add itio n , the studen t 
and /o r h is /he r parent/guard ian shall be p rov ided w ritte n notice 
o f the suspension p rio r to the tim e the suspension is to 
commence.

d. A pp e a l o f Suspension: A fte r no tifica tion o f the suspension, the 
s tuden t or h is /he r parent/guard ian may request an in fo rm a l 
hearing . The request sha ll be in w riting . The hearing sha ll be 
he ld as soon as possib le after receipt o f the w ritte n request and 
sha ll be before an in d iv id u a l o ther than the in d iv id u a l who 
imposed the suspension. N o persons other than the student, the 
parents/guard ians and the in d iv id u a l w ho im posed the 
suspension may attend the hearing, a lthough the in d iv id u a l 
designated to ho ld the hearing may, in h is /he r sole d iscre tion , 
a llow  o ther persons w ith  knowledge o f fact3 re levant to the 
suspension to attend the hearing to describe the ir know ledge 
o f the facts. The decis ion o f the designated in d iv id u a l w ill be 
announced in w ritin g w ith in  one school day afte r the hearing 
ends and sha ll be fina l.
T he subm iss ion o f a w ritte n request fo r a hearing sha ll stay 

fu rth e r im pos itio n o f any rem ain ing po rtio n o f the suspension. 
Fa ilu re to subm it a w ritte n request fo r a hearing u n til a fte r the 
com p le tion o f 3 suspension shall constitu te a waiver o f any righ t 
to such a hearing.

3. L O N G  T E R M  A N D  E M E R G E N C Y  S U S P E N S I O N S :  Den ia l 
o f the rig h t o f attendance from  any single class o r any fu ll schedule 
o f ciasses fo r a stated period o f tim e greater than three (3) school 
days. T he fo llow ing lim ita tio n s shali app ly to a ll long term 
Suspensions:
3. N o  studen t shall be suspended from an e lementary schoo l fo r 
m ore than fo rty -five (45) consecutive school days.

b. N o student shall be suspended from a secondary school fo r more 
th an n in e ty (90) consecutive school days.

c. Emergency Suspension— Suspension to be used in  the mo3t 
extrem e s itua tions fo r students whose presence poses an 
immed ia te o r con tin u ing danger to self, persons o r p ro pe rty or 
whose behavio r threatens to d is rup t the academ ic process. 
Immed ia te remova l from  school may occur. In  such cases, the 
necessary notice and opp o rtu n ity fo r a hearing shali fo llow  as 
soon as is practica l, w ith  the hearing and any subsequent 
proceedings to be governed by the procedures set ou t in  Section 
3, 4 and 5.

4. E X P U L S IO N : The denia l o f the righ t o f school attendance, c ithe r 
from  a specific school o r from the D is tric t, fo r an in de fin ite period 
o f tim e . N o studen t sha ll be expelled unless o th e r means o f 
co rre c tion have fa iled o r w ou ld no t be adequate in b rin g ing about 
p rope r conduc t. In add itio n , the matter o f an expe lled s tuden t's 
fu rth e r education sha ll be referred to the approp ria te au tho rity .

5. P R O C E D U R A L  R E Q U IR E M E N T S : The fo llow ing guide lines 
w ill govern the procedures when suspension o r expu ls ions under 
Sections 3 o r 4 above are proposed by school au tho rities .
a. W hen the school adm in is tra to r, the Superin tenden t o r his de­
signee recommends long term suspension or expulsion, a w ritten 
no tice shall be delivered by m ail or in person to the student and 
his/her parent/guardian. T h is notice shall state the student's righ t 
to a hearing , the spec ific charges lodged against h im /he r, and 
the recommended sanctions. The student and /o r h is /he r 
paren t/gua rd ian may rep ly in  w ritin g w ith in five (5) schoo l days 
o f receip t o f the notice, ind ica ting whether he/she wishes to h ave 
a hearing, If a rep ly is no t received w ith in the five (5) day period, 
the studen t and his/her parent/guardian shall be deemed to have 
waived h is /he r rig h t to a hearing . I f a hearing is requested, it 
sha ll be held as p rom p tly as possible after receiot o f the rermc-u-

(1) The student and /o r parent/guardian does no t request the fo r­
mal hearing at the tim e of the suspension o r expu lsion .

(2) In extreme situations where the presence o f the student poses 
an immediate o r con tin u ing danger to him /herse lf, o the r 
persons o r property , o r an ongo ing th rea t o f d is rup tion o f 
the educational process.

b. The H earing O ffic e r: The Hearing O ffice r sha ll be appointed by 
the Superintendent o r his designee and sha ll conduct the hearing 
in  accordance w ith  these rules.

c. The fo llow ing procedura l guide lines sha ll govern the hearing:
(1) Parent/guardian may be present at the hearing.
(2) The student, parent/guard ian may be represented by legal 

counsel (or o the r spokesperson).
(3) The studen t o r h is /he r representative sha ll be perm itted to 

inspect in advance o f such hearing any affidavits or exh ib its 
w h ich school au tho ritie s in tend to subm it at the hearing.

(4) The studen t shall be given an o pp o rtu n ity to present h is /he r 
version a3 to the charges by ora l o r w ritten argument, 
a ffidavits, exh ib its and such witnesses as desired.

i5) A il relevant, no t undu ly repetitious, evidence shall be 
accepted.

to) The studen t shaP be allowed to observe a ll evidence offered 
against his/her. In add ition , he/sl.e sha ll be allowed to 
question any witness. "J-L

(7) A ll witnesses presenting Testimony Defore the hearing o ffice r 
sna il be sworn to tes tify tru th fu lly .

(8) The hearing authority shall make his/her determ ination solely 
upon the evidence presented at the hearing.

(9) E ithe r a tape-recorded o r verba tim  record sha ll be made o f 
the hearing by the School D is tr ic t.

(10) W ith in  three (3) school days after com p le tion o f the hearing, 
the hearing o ffice r shall render a w ritten decis ion upho ld ing , 
m od ify ing , o r re jecting the recommended sanction. The 
student and his/her parent/guardian sha ll be provided a copy 
o f the decis ion w ith in  five (5) school days after com ple tion 
o f the hearing.

d. The student and his/her parent/guardian shall have five (5) school 
days after receip t o f the w ritte n decis ion to appeal the decis ion 
to the School Board. I f an 3ppeai is n o t made, the decis ion shall 
take e ifect at the end o f th is five (5 i day period . If an appeal ir. 
requested, the im pos itio n o f the decis ion sha ll be stayed u n til 
the appeal is decided b y the Schooi Board except under the 
circumstances described in Section 5(a) (2) above.

e. The fo llow ing procedura l .guidelines sha ll govern an appeal to 
the School Board:
(1) The Board o r its designee w ill schedule and ho ld a meeting 

to review the m atte r as p rom p tly as poss ib le after the receipt 
o f such an appeal. The Board sha ll n o tify  the student and 
h is /he r parent/guard ian at least three (3) days p rio r to the 
scheduled meeting.

(2) A t th a t tim e, the student, h is /he r parent/guard ian o r 
spokesperson shall have the r ig h t to present ora l and/or 
w ritten argument. Cons idera tion by the 8oard w ill be 
restricted to evidence in the record subm itted during the 
hearing, a lthough the Board may consider, in its sole 
discretion any new, relevant evidence no t available at the time 
o f the hearing.
The Board, in dec id ing the appeal, sha ll determ ine:

(a) W hether the decis ion was a rb itra ry o r capric ious:
(b) Whether the decis ion was supported by substantia l 

evidence in the record: and
(c) W hethe r the sanction was fa ir and reasonable in ligh t o f 

all circumstances.
(3) The Board, o r its designee, shall issue a w ritten decision 

w ith in five <5) school day3 after the meeting. The student and 
h is /he r parent/guard ian shall be p rov ided a w ritten copy o f 
the decis ion , wh ich sha ll be fina l and b ind ing .

f. In no circumstances sha ll e ithe r a lonv w rm  « « —  —
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ADDRESS TO THE FAIRBANKS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

By Richard S. Cross, Superintendent of Schools 

October ?*!, 1991

The purpose of Red Ribbon Week is to raise public awareness about problems 
caused by drug and alcohol abuse, and to recognize that this abuse is a wide-spread 
social problem which only a community-wide effort will solve. Our school district 
recognized the seriousness of this social issue years ago and implemented programs in 
the district not only to educate our children about the hazards of substance abuse but 
also to help those whose health and safety was endangered because of drugs and 
alcohol.

Soma very committed people in our district took a  leadership roie in the campaign 
against substance abuse. The first was Terry Marquette, the North Pole High School 
principal, who has been Involved with youth in our community both as a teacher and 
administrator for over twenty years. Terry Instituted a  program at North Pole High which 
has been duplicated at all of our secondary schools. Last spring, North Pole High was 
selected by the United States Department of Education to receive national recognition in 
the 1990-91 Drug Free Schools Program. Terry and his faculty were flown to Washington 
D.C. to be honored by President Bush and others for their efforts. Mike Thibodeau and 
Terry Solomon are two other individuals who have worked extremely hard over the past 
several years to ensure that every school in the district has a successful substance abuse 
program. Approximately 2,000 students are involved in school-sponsored drug-frse clubs 
or activities and we have experienced a  significant reduction In the number of students 
suspended due to drug and alcohol problems.

I believe this dem onstrates that our school district is able to take a serious social 
issue and develop educationally sound, nationally recognized strategies to help students. 
However, most young people who drink w  do drugs do so after school and on 
weekends. Red Ribbon Week Is meant to remind us that substance abuse Is a 
community-wide problem, not just a  school problem. Schools alone cannot and will not 
"solve* the drug an d  alcohol problem.

We will continue our efforts in the area of substance abuse prevention but this is 
not the only problem we must face as a community. I am here today to talk about 
another social issue of grave concsm -the  escalation of violence In o u r schools and

ne aw are of changes In people's perceptions about school safety late last 
spring. Jerry Hartsock, our assistant superintendent for secondary education, was one 
af the first to bring this problem to my attention. Jerry has been involved in the 
community over ten years, primarily working in the district’s alternative education 
programs. He is ne t one to overreact Just because a  few kids start talking tough, boys 
start wearing earrings or dye their heir pink. When Jerry cam e to me and told ma^he was 
concerned because a  num ber of inciaenrs indicated m at our students didn^tfeeyssfe in 
3cnool, I took hirn very seriously. We brought outside experrs'trdm ine National dcnooi
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Safety Center to advlss us and we formed a community-wide safer/ task force consisting 
of law enforcement agencies, sodaJ service agencies, school leaders and concerned 
community members to develop way of addressing school safety.

Jerry wasn't the only one to come to me with well-founded concerns. Recently, 
we have had, either In our schools or in our community, a series of occurrences that are 
unrelated, but wno9e sum  total paints an alarming picture. It used to be that whenever 
something terrible happened In Fairbanks or nearby, such as the gruesom e murders at 
Manley several years ago. the general perception was that It was an isolated act of 
random violence. No one felt the need to change their lifestyle or to question their basic 
assumptions about the quality of their life as a result.

Now, the violence is no longer random and isolated. It Is reoccurtfng, It Is 
accelerating and people 's attitudes are changing as result. The violence In our 
community no longer has as its victims drug dealers, criminals or other unsavory 
characters. The violence we are experiencing is perpetrated against children, against 
families and agalnBt Innocent bystanders. People are becoming fearful, and I believe with 
good reason. Let me give you some examples.

In the achool dlstrigt^ wa are seeing numerous instances of violent flghts-on 
athletic fields, ( I ncur  schools^ at events after games, and outside of dances. Not 
adolescent pushing'and shoving contests, but fights which Involve a level of vfolsnce that 
Is shocking, fights which result In uodily injury and which Involve weapons. The fighting 
and the potential for violence at football gam es and other athletic events has caused us 
to ask referees to blow quick whistles, to penalize any violation of rules and to treat 
fighting on the field the sam e as fighting off the field. In som e instances, we have 
rescheduled sporting events to the daytime because principals are not sure they can 
control the crowd after dar k. '  . . .

We are closing school dances to all non-school people,' even to students from ' 
other schools who would like to attend as som eone’s guest. We have had to hire 
security guards for dances, athletic events and even for our lunch periods.

We had a hom em ade bomb explode in the hands of a student in a  high achool 
cafeteria. The incident was down played in the media because the bom b was ■only1' 
made of firecrackers. It was m ade of hundreds of firecrackers and had they gone off all 
fit once, aa  was .Intended, we would have had a serious injury or even a  death.

We have had to  remove students from school for possessing w eapons-no t only 
knives, not only guns, but loaded automatic weapons. We have had several serious 
attacks on teachers. Last week, a student being chased by police out of one of our 
schools-threatened to  "blow away* a teacher who was blocking the doorway. The polios 
were chasing, the student because he was suspected of stealing guns.

I have reviewed a  num ber of essays written as part of a  language arts d a s s  in one 
of our high schools that clearly lead me to believe that for a variety of reasons, students 
d o n 'j ^ ^ s a f g jh  their neighborhoods, they dcnyTeeTsafe on their way to school, and 
they cSHTJeenjafa once they are In school. The essays were written after a  student was 
suspended forcanying a  gun to school. One young person wrote:

"I don’t blame him for bringing a gun to school. I did It last year, I brought 
a loaded 44 m agnum to school for a week for a reason much the sam e.
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I no longer feei the need to carry a gun or knife but I'm never without 
protection. It’s fear, fear of many peopie beating me 'till I can’t walk. I 
won't let that happen, not if I can help it. If it has to be me or them, I'll 
make it them,"
There Is behavior In our community that shows tell-tale signs of the formation of 

gangs. If not gangs in the formal sense, than certainly groups of young people who are 
behaving in organized ways to intimidate and harass both students and parents. There 
has bee.n a high incidence of thefts in our community and the police tell us that jewelry 
end guns are being taken, they’re being taken by children, and it is their belief the guns 
are not being turned over to fences, but are doing either sold or given to other children. 
We have had parents tall us that they're afraid to report certain things because their 
children tell them that the other kids will not only harm them, but they will harass the 
parents and threaten their hom es.

Racism is becoming overt and wide-spread. Racial incidents are occurring on 
playgrounds, on buses, in hallways, and in other placss where young people gather with 
minimal supervision. Children are hearing and repeating racial slurs. Derogatory names 
are being painted on lockers. Students tell us that racism Is the num ber one cause of 
school violence as the chaln-reaction of threats, intimidation, and retaliation escalates. 
Young people are gathering and socializing along racial lines as never before, and these 
groups are becoming Increasingly hostile and polarized.

We have had two Incidents of children being shot by air rifles and BB pistols, one 
causing serious injury. A little girl was shot on the playground of one of our elementary 
schools by two boys who were hiding in the woods. A little boy was abducted from his 
yard and injured. Several w eeks ago, at a  weekend party, a middle schooi boy shot at 
a  high school girl with a  .357 magnum. He m issed. No adults were present. We have 
had several random  drive*by shootings*. Three young people have been m urdered-Kathy 
Stockholm, Johnny Jackson., and Cara Zastrow.

We used  to live In a community where we were fairly confident bad things would 
not happen to our children. Children could walk safely to and from the school bus. High 
school students could go back to school In the evening to get their homework. They 
could drive from the shopping mail to their job at the  pizza shop. Now m ost of us think 
twice before letting .our children out of sight. It used to be that If you lost sight of your 
child in the store j j r  a round  your yard, your first reaction was not alarm but rather 
exasperation toward, the child who had w andered away. Now the automatic reaction Is 
fear. We're afraid something terrible haa happened to the child.

People are afraid* Our community is begtnning to appear like an arm ad camp. We 
have had reports of neighborhood w atches w here adults are patrolling the community and 
are arming them selves. At a recent neighborhood safacy meeting, 50 people were 
expected to attend. Four hundred showed up. At least ona was arm ed.

I do not believe as a  school community we are overreacting when w8 say that our 
schools have changed, that our community nas changed, and that the situation Is at a 
very critical point. People have ask&d me what I think has caused these changes to cur 
community. It is true that very often you have to identify causes to develop solutions but 
what I find in this case  is that peopie aren't looking for solutions but are trying to blame
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the changes in our community on one single event or another. If we are going to Identify 
what has caused the problem, I believe wa should Identify every single reason. 
Otherwise, what w© end up with is a not a long list of causes but a 3hort list of 
scapegoats. Naming scapegoats will not solve anything but will only escalate the 
atm osphere of fear and distrust we are trying to alleviate. I refuse to lay blame on any 
one factor for this problem.

I can tell you that the problems we are having are not limited to any one sector of 
the community. Som e of the violence we are experiencing Is in schools where you would 
least e x p e a  it and has come from the children of longstanding, resoeaab le  members of 
our community. The violence Is simply a reality that we must face. This is Alaska, but 
it is also America.

Certain people In the community say the situation in other parts of America Is 
hopeless. Therefore, the situation In Fairbanks is hopeless. They say all our school 
d istria can do is ensure student safety In our schools and that what happens outside the 
school Is out of control and we cannot do anything about It. I refuse to accept this 
premise.

Not only do we have a moral responsibility to accept that this situation is not 
hopeless, but there are very real and tangible reasons why It Isn’t. Fairbanks Is different 
from other communities. We have some very Important faa o rs  working for us that other 
urban areas In America do not. We have a signlflcantiy higher percentage of two parent 
households than similar communftis3 In the United States. We are a relatively small 
community and have not experienced the alienation that exists in larger communities. We 
know our neighbors and the people In the stores. We talk with one another. A9 a state, 
we have -financial and technical resources available that other states only dream about. 
Finally, there is a "can-do" spirit that exists in us; we believe we can solve problems and 
take charge of our destiny,.

Therefore, in som e important ways, we are bucking the trend that causes despair 
and hopelessness In other urban areas. -If we collectively take a caring and concerned 
attitude toward the conditions in our community, we should not have to accept, nor 
should we tolerate, an atm osphere of fear or violence or hopelessness.

My reason tor coming to the community rather than tackling this problem from the 
perspective of the school d istria is one of equilibrium. We can and will guarantee-that 
children will be safe In our schools.' After all,, schools are restricted environments that are 
fairly easy  to control. They can be monitored and additional restrictions added a s  
necessary, if, in order to ensure student safety in school, we have to place metal 
detectors a t our doorways, place armed guards In our schools, have guards on our 
school buses, guards In the hallways, do se  our lunch periods and not allow students to 
leave our secondary cam puses, we will do that.

However, what we will create If we have to go to those extreme m easures is a  
disequilibrium between the child’s life in school and gut of school, This disparity will likely 
exacerbate rather than reduce the violence and fear that exists In the community at large. 
Students will be in schools they find so restrictive that they will r e a a  even more violently 
to the freedom outside. So while I make the pledge that our students will be safe in cur 
schools no matter what we have to do, I don 't say that with any degree of comfort.
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Without the cooperation of the rest of the community, safety in the schools will become 
a hollow accomplishment because it will be achieved at the cost of even more fearful and 
chaotic behavior outside of schools.

Another student wrote:
"We talk about closed cam pus and things but there’s stil! the weekenJs.
You still go to the movies and to parties. They can Jump you there."
The appropriate action, it seem s to me, is for the community and the schools to 

bring things under control together, so that an equal amount of restraint is being applied 
both in and out of school. To do so, we will have to change som e rules. We can't 
accept behaviors that were accepted~or at least tolerated-in the past.

We need more adult presence wherever children are present. We mu9t not let 
young people Intimidate us so  that we Ignore inappropriate behavior. We must define and 
enforce clear expectations for their behavior at all times and in all situations. We cannot 
police what a child says or does at home but we can make It clear we will not tolerate 
Inappropriate action or language In our presence or in public places. We must be 
concerned for other children, not just our own. Sue Wllken has told us that when she 
was a child growing up In Fairbanks, adults would stop and ask a  young person on the 
street what they were doing out of school. Nowadays, the tendency Is to Ignore it.

We must communicate that violence is not an acceptable way to handle conflict 
and we must model the behavior we want young people to emulate. We m ust teach them 
acceptable ways to handle conflict We need to offer young people constructive 
alternatives to unsupervised ana unwholesome activities. We have no teen center, no 
public recreation center, no YMCA, no boy's club. We tell young people to make healthy 
choices but then we give them  no reaJ alternatives to being on the street.

This Is a  tall order, but we can do it. We can do It because we are not a  typical 
urban community. We have all the Ingredients here for a high quality life. The majority 
of us In Fairbanks have come here from somewhere else and we continue to live here at 
som e sacrifice in term s of being separated from relatives and having to deai with Isolation 
and cold, dark winters. Why do we stay? We stay because we believe Fairbanks has a 
quality of life which cannot be found Outside. We stay b9cauae we believe this Is a good 
place to raise children. We stay  because we feel that we have gained more than we have 
given up in term s of quality of life.

I tnink in the test twelve months we’ve begun to recognize that the quality of life 
here is changing,; Irt; a way that is alarming, and that what 19 required is an entire 
community effort tc bring this concern of safety under control. The school district will do 
its part. But if the school district does it alone, all we can do is assure the safety of 
students in our schools and not in our community at large.

I am very proud of our d istria and I think we have good people who can be a 
trem enaous resource to the community. Superintendents Jerry Hartsock, Betty Fsrni, and 
I have an average of 18 years committed to this community (Jerry and I admit we use 
Betty's heavy num bers to boost our stats!). As a comparison, Jam es Ryan, who served 
longer than any of Fairbanks’ twanry*five superintendents, was here for only ten years 
(1951-1961). Our principals have served the community for an average of 11 years and 
our teachers for an average of 9 years. Some cf our classified staff have even mere
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seniority. We are Fairbanksans, this is our hom e-our community; w© want It to be sate. 
But we cannot do It alone.

The reason I asked to speak to ths Chamber of Commerce today is that you are 
all people who understand teamwork and commitment. You are actively Involved In 
improving the quality of life In this community and you are paople who can  get things 
done. From now on, whenever som eone esks the school district to do something about 
safety, if it makes sense and we can do it, we will. Then we are going to say to the 
community, "Now, what are you going to do to help make students safe outside of 
school?* _ ;

This community involvement Is essential. From the time a child is born until they 
graduate from high school, they only spend 15 percent of the time they are awake in 
school. That m eans 85 percent of what influences them occurs out3ide of school. As 
a school district, we can guarantee their safety 15 percent of the time and we will work 
with you on the other 85 percent. But we cannot do it alone.

We all have the responsibility to make this community one In which cur children 
can live with a feeling of relative safety and a  lack of fear; to make this community one 
in which we as adults can live in relative safety and a lack of fear. Safety and comfort has 
to exist in our homes, In our schools, and In the rest of our community. To live In fear 
is to give up your liberty-people who live in fear are not free people. W hat we are 
experiencing In Fairbanks today Is a  basic loss of liberty. I, for one, am convinced we do 
not have to accept it We do not have to raise and educate our children In a  climate of 
fear and  racism. Nor do we have to becom e vigilantes to prevent it. The problem will be 
solved when each a# us accepts it as his or her responsibility.

I thank the Chamber for granting my request to speak to you today. -I realize this 
subject Is painful to listen to and to think about. I wouldn’t have asked to come if I 
thought the situation couldn’t be resolved. It can be resolved. I ask for your leadership 
and your help.
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Metal detectors, guards 
greet students at door
By AVIVA L  BRANDT
T-* AsjOC-aiM P*«JS

r ELCH. W Va -  At n guard >hack 
f outside Mount View High >chool. 

tnrce teen-agers who nud been unruly on a school bus stopped I or 
inspection recently.The guard wrote down their 
names and ran a hand-held metal 

detector over each. The youths turned nn 
command and raised their arms over their 
heads.‘Check my hat." one toasrd “Muvbc I've got 
a gun in my hat."

He didn'tBut tt was ;ust another day at Mount View 
High School, where students must enter 
tnrough airport like metal detectors and are 
monitored all dav by more than JO video 
cameras

Fortress Mount View isn't on inner-cuy 
school. Its 1.000 students attend class in a 
secluded budding perched high on a hill 
overlooking on Appalachian town of fewer than 
•I.0O0 people, with the West Virginia coalfields 
beyond.Principal Barbara Hairston calls the 
security a success. But seme student:, sav it 
nurt? morale and doesn’t work In November, 
two students were suspended for having a gun 
a: the school.

Metal detectors, drug-sniffing dogs and 
locker searcnes are becoming more commcn in 
American schools as educators *ry to curb "an 
epidemic of violence." according to a National 
Scnool Boards Association report issued in 
January

Eightv-two percent of 729 school districts 
responding to an association survey said 
violence in scnools has increased in the past 
five years. Fifteen percent said they use metal 
detectors to screen for weapons

At Thomas Jefferson Hign School in 
Brooklvn. N V.. starting times for 1.500 
students are staggered over 2 hours so they 
don t have to wait in line more than IS minutes 
:o be scanned through the metal detectors and 
X-.*av machines, said Assistant Principal Fr.eda Homer

The school began using the machines aticr 
three students were killed and a teacher 
injured in tun separate shootings in 1991. she said

‘ It’s winding up in u lot of schools and a lot 
of institutions around the country You can t 
get into a courthouse anymore without going 
throucn a metal detector.” she said

‘If vou listen to the news no matier where 
>ou travel, and I travel around tr.e country 
quite a hit, me first item on e\cry news report 
is wno was killed, who was robbed and how 
manv guns were involved Until that stops

Studenis mill around near the metal detectors set up at the entrance to Mount View High School in Welch. W.Va., in Decemoer. The school began 
using the detectors m 1992 after a student wounded another student in a  shooting incident. Three students were killed at tne school in 1991 and a 
leacner wounoed.

being th* lead item on the news and in our 
lives. I don't think anyone should anticipate 
this going away." Homer said.

But Mount View High School freshman 
Chastity Hamilton. 15. says her scnool is taking 
security to extremes.

“It feels like a prison here." she said. “The 
older kids don't care because they've gotten 
used to it. But the younger ones like me are 
coming from schools where you're still playing 
with blocks."

Hamilton said she sometimes skips classes 
and par. of the reason is because she feels 
pressured by all the security devices She said 
school officials ought to trust the students 

The tight security followed years of violence 
stemming from school rivalries dating back 
belore consolidation into Mount View in 1979 

On Jan 17. 1992. a 17-year-old student 
pulled out a 25-caliber handgun and wounded 
Clayton Hightower. 18. during a special 
education class

The next dav. outraged parents protested by 
keeping their children from school They 
demanded the resignation of McDowell County 
school officials if they didn't tighten security 

Within weeks, the scnool board provided two 
security guards, two walk>thrnjch metal detectors, a camera surveillance svstem. a 
guard shelter outside and an identification card 
system for an\onc entering the school

©(ease see Page D-5 SCHOOL
Mount View teacher Daniel Phillips carries a waikie-lalkie al all limes in scnool. Phillips said he 
believes studenis are less  violent now after the secunty m easures were installed.
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S C H O O L :  S e c u r i t y  
t i g h t  a f t e r  s h o o t i n g s

H a irs to n , a w a rm , 
c h a r is m a t ic  w om an , s ta r te d  as 
p r in c ip a l in A ugu s t.

" I  cam e in to  th is jo b  hop in g 
to m ake a d if fe re n c e ," she 
sa id . "W e 're  he re fo r the k id s , 
no t in sp ite o f the k id s .'

H a irs to n  d ow n p la ye d the 
s e c u r ity  m easu res and sa id 
s tu de n ts m o s tly  ig n o re  them . 
" I t 's  a n o rm a l ro u t in e  th a t ’s 
m a k in g  a sa fe e n v iro nm e n t 
fo r le a rn in g ," she sa id . " I t ’s 
lik e  any o th e r ru le , lik e  no 
ta lk in g  in c lass. W hen you 
com e in the ga te , you a re 
scanned . I t 's  ju s t a n o th e r fa c t 
o f l i fe . "

T he m e ta l d e te c to rs a re 
m anned by fo u r te a che rs , a 
s e c u r ity  g ua rd and the 
a ss is ta n t p r in c ip a l, H a irs to n  
sa id .

A l l o th e r en tra n ce s to the 
b u ild in g  a re lo cke d , she sa id , 
so s tu de n ts m us t go th ro u g h 
th e d e te c to rs . B ackpa cks , 
pu rse s and packages a lso a re 
e xam in e d , she sa id .

She re fu se d to a llo w  a 
re p o r te r and p h o to g ra p h e r 
w a tc h s tu de n ts c om in g in 
th ro u g h  the d e te c to rs .

A sked how the teen -age rs 
sm ug g le d th e gun pas t the 
d e te c to rs in N o vem be r, 
H a irs to n  d em u rre d . "N o one 
has sa id th e y sm ug g le d i t in . 
W e don ’t know  th a t. T h e re  a re 
a lo t o f en tra n ce s , and th e y 
c o u ld  have com e in a t n ig h t , " 
H a irs to n  sa id b e fo re  ch a n g in g 
th e sub je c t.

T im  B u t le r , 16, sa id he 
b e lie v e d  one y o u th  b ro u g h t 
the gun, then asked th e o th e r 
to c a r r y  it. A th ir d  s tu d e n t 
a le r te d  schoo l o f f ic ia ls .

B u t le r , a v o c a tio n a l s tu d e n t 
s tu d y in g  m aso n ry , sa id he 
lik e d  schoo l b e t te r b e fo re  the

‘ U n less  th e re  is 
s u b s ta n tia l 
e v id e n c e  o f  
c h ild re n  d o in g  
th in g s  th a t w o u ld  
d e s tro y  the  
s e c u r ity  o f  the  
sch oo l, i t  w o u ld  
s e e m  to  m e  th is  is 
g o in g  o v e rb o a rd .'

—  Bob O'Brien

s e c u r ity  m easu re s .
" I t  was b e t te r w hen th e y 

d id n ’ t sea rch you e v e ry  d a y ," 
B u t le r sa id . “ A nd w ith  a ll the 
v id e o cam e ras , i t fe e ls lik e  
y o u ’ re a lw a y s b e in g sp ied on ."

B ob O 'B r ie n , spokesm an fo r 
th e s ta te c h a p te r o f the 
A m e r ic a n  C iv i l L ib e r t ie s  
U n io n , ca lle d th e issue "one o f 
th e m o re p ro b le m a t ic  m a tte rs  
to com e up in re c e n t yea rs .

"W e d o n 't w a n t o u r schoo ls

to be a rm ed fo r tre s s e s and ye t 
w e wan t o u r c h ild re n  to be 
sa fe ," O ’B r ie n  sa id .

O ’B r ie n  sa id he d id n ’t 
c o n s id e r the "a b e r ra n t 
b e h a v io r " o f one you th 
ju s t i f ic a t io n  fo r th e s e c u r ity  
dev ices .

"U n le ss th e re  is s u b s ta n tia l 
e v id e nce o f c h ild re n  do ing 
th in g s th a t w o u ld  d e s tro y the 
s e c u r ity  o f the schoo l, i t w ou ld 
seem to me th is  is go in g 
o v e rb o a rd ,”  O ’B r ie n  sa id .
“ T h is  is the w ro n g a tm osphe re 
fo r an e du ca tio n a l in s t i tu t io n . "

B u t R ona ld S tephens, 
e xe c u tiv e  d ir e c to r o f the 
N a tio n a l Schoo l S a fe ty C en te r 
in  W es tla ke V illa g e , C a lif . , 
sa id s e c u r ity  he lp s s tu den ts 
co n c e n tra te  on academ ics .

“ The k id s w ho a re n 't 
b r in g in g  the guns to schoo l 
a p p re c ia te  th e a d d it io n a l 
m easu res b e in g ta k e n ,” 
S tephens sa id .

T he c e n te r was es tab lis he d 
in 1984 by a m anda te fro m  
P re s id e n t Reagan to ana lyze 
and he lp dec re a se v io le n ce in 
schoo ls . I t is a p a r tn e rs h ip  o f 
th e U.S. D e p a rtm e n ts o f 
J u s tic e  and E du ca tio n and 
P eppe rd ine U n iv e rs ity .

T he M o u n t V ie w  teen -age r 
w ho teased th e s e c u r ity  gua rd 
in to  c h e c k in g h is ha t sa id the 
s e c u r ity  m easu re s d o n 't w o rk . 
T he teen, w ho d id  no t g ive h is 
nam e, showed a p h o to g ra p h e r 
a can o f M ace and saic*' * ou 
can ge t a n y th in g  p a s t the 
g ua rd s ." i . .
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ARCHDALE. N.C. — A 
L4-year-old girl died Tuesday 
a f te r  being s ta b b e d  in a 
classroom as 25 o ther eighth- 
graders watched, and her 
fo rm er b o y frien d  was a r ­
rested on a m urder charge, 
authorities said.

“ Everybody w as running 
down the hall scream ing," 
sa id  14-year-oid K ara lee  
Cameron.

The a ttacker entered the 
A rc h d a le -T r in ity  M idd le  
School classroom  and asked 
to speak to P a tric ia  Mounce, 
but she refused, said Police 
Chief Larry A llen.

He stabbed he r once near 
the heart and fled  the class­
room. The youth  ran to a

nearby  business, telephoned 
police and surrendered , A l­
len said.

“We understand  tha t it 
was an ex-boyfriend," said 
Worth H atley, associate R an­
dolph County school super­
in tendent. " I  can 't rem em ­
ber anything th is terrib le  
happening in ou r school sys­
tem ."

Willis Odell G ravely J r., 
16. of H igh  P o in t w as 
charged w ith  m urder and 
held w ithout bond in the 
Randolph County Jail.

The form er boyfriend had 
been a student at the school 
but no longer lives in the 
d i s t r ic t .  He h a d  b een  
charged w ith  k idnapping  re­
cently in ano ther incident

involving her and may have 
been upset abou t the charge. 
Allen said.

The girl died during su r­
gery at High Point Regional 
H o sp ita l n e a r  A rch d a le , 
about 15 m iles southeast of 
W inston-Salem  in ce n tra l 
North Carolina.

Classes continued and o th ­
er students w ere told of the 
s lay in g . C o u n se lo rs  w ere  
brought in to ta lk  to s tu ­
dents.

“ I th ink  everyone is still 
try ing to rem ain  calm and 
try in g  to u n d e rs ta n d  the  
tragedy  th a t 's  o ccu rred ,"  
sa id  G eorge F le e tw o o d , 
county  school s u p e r in te n ­
dent.

N a tio n  N e w s A M  c z / z v fc z -

Student shoots 2 schoolmates dead
NEW YORK — A 15-year-old studen t shot and killed  
two schoolm ates W ednesday in a high school sw arm ing 
w ith security  guards preparing  for a visit from the 
m ayor, police said. Ian Moore, 17, and Tyrone S inkler, 
16, w ere shot po in t-b lank  in a second-floor hallw ay at 
violence-plagued Thom as Jefferson  High School in the 
rough East New Y ork neighborhood of Brooklyn. The 
suspect w ent to school looking for them , then "w alked  
right up to them  w ithou t saying a word and shot 
them ," said D eputy Inspector P a trick  Carroll. The 
suspect ap p a ren tly  carried  a grudge, authorities said. 
The shooting occurred 90 m inutes before Mayor D avid 
D inkins arrived  fo r a speech.



A  s c h o o l ,  a  c h i l d  -  a n d  a
An H yenrold walking minimi willi n 

gull.
Ill Sl'llOOl.
Willi Ikiik I i cJy of other litllo kids ev­

erywhere, laughing, horsing mound, 
biiiii|ijii|; Into cncli nlliisr,

I dnn'l know wliat picture came into 
yum’ liciid when you rood the stoiy about 
the second gimler lit Dcnoli Elementary 
School who conic to school with n bulled 
.25c;ilitici pistol. Hut that wns my pic­
ture.

'Hie props, in oil, for n nightmare.
Understand tliut this is elementary 

school were lnlkiii|j alxuit. 'lhese 010 lit- 
Llc buys oiul girls. These ore folks who 
don’t nhvnys think licforo acting, who em­
ulate whtil they sec, who will try ony- 
tliini; they con gel their hands on.

Including guns.
Ami sonic nr them, no doubt, get most 

iilTvhiil they know olmul guns h um tele­
vision ilay in mid day out.

Which menus some also think the way 
guns me used oil television — day in and 
day out -  me the wny guns me sup-

ixiscd to be used.
A nightmare.
We talk a lot nbaut school in my house. 

Port of tho family is a kid In seventh 
grade. Another port is a junior high 
teacher. Another part is a newspaper 
columnist who tulks about schools and 
would like to wrilo mom about lencheiB 
and schools but can’t because there is un 
obvious conflict there.

Hut there wasn’t a heck of o lot to say 
at my house about n kid in second guide 
bringing o gun to school.

“It’s just another pressure you have to 
dual with." the teacher snid. “You’d think

It

g u n  -  b e c o m e  p r o p s  l o r  a  n i g h tm a r e
you could oend your Mils to school, and 
they'd bo safe"

You'just reach a point, I suppose, 
where you lwve to rcaljzo tliat anything 

• is possible In school. h/ot every kid, not 
every tcuchcr, not C'Jcty odmlni^tralor Is 
going to qualify for heaven.'

And not every home Ui going to lock up 
the guiiB so tho kid wont take them to 
school.

That, of course, is at lire bottom of it all.
I sought a policemun’s view. I colled 

Cnpt. George Novaky at the Anchorage 
Poliue Deportment.

Who, it luma out. has a kid in the sec­
ond grodo at Denali Elementary School.

"ilow docs lire child get access to the 
gun?" Novoky said. ‘This Is not just an is­
sue of having possession of n firearm. 
This Is un issue regarding parenting."

Which states it well.
Still, like some of tho rest of us, Novnky 

hod a bunch of other i|uestions.
"Why wasn't tho weapon secure? Why 

wasn’t it nt o plncc where it's locked up 
ond the child can't gel nccess to it? Wlint

If it goes ofT hi recess?"
And, given the kid he bus in the school, 

lie also took the whole episode very per­
sonally. ,

“We tell youiig people It Is bad (o uso 
drugs," he said. “Wo talk to them about 
AIDS. I’m not so sure that agencies Uko 
the Notional Rifle Association ... 
shouldn't be pushing national advertising 
tlmt anys weapons aren’t meant to bo 
taken into schools.

“I'm a police officer. I've got guns. 1 
have a oafe in my houso, and it is locked."

Dnrryl Jordan, Anchorage School 
Board presiden t, said much of the same.
' “It Is a parent.problem, In genoptd," ho 
said. “Rut cAn't Ignore It, though. We
can't say tliLa ia e parent problem and ig­
nore it*

Which is true, too, and is the justifica­
tion for BliOr penalties — up to expulsion 
— for kids who biing weapons to school.

But banging on llic problem kids isn't 
going to solve the entire problem.

There are still tho purents.

From wlint 1 rend, It's Incoming rot.1 
line in big ciUca lor kills to bring weaponst 

. to school. Guns, ami the violencie they In­
evitably lmrvcat, oro n factoflifo there.

A Bun'ov l/iflt year of tom possession on 
school mmundfl In Anchorage revcnlwTuj ,  
Inddcnta. Ihreo of them took plnra nt ele­
mentary schools

Aniglitmnre.
AluRkans covot tlicir guns. They use 

Uipm for hunting, for protection, for tin­
kering.

Talk to nn Alaska gun owner, and lie 
or aho will tell you guns arc a fundamen­
tal, inviolable human right.

And most of them will go to the wall 
defending Uielr right to own os many as 
Uicy want of uny type they wont.

We've all heard the argument.' hi 
mid again.

But some of us know nothing about the 
•, responsibility that comes with them.

Terry C arr's  com m entary appears 
Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday.
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A r i z o n a  b a n s  y o u n g  
f r o m  c a r r y i n g  g u n s
The A ssociated Press
„ PHOEN IX— The nigh t was filled - 
w ith the grow l o f engines and the 
pounding o f music as young d rive rs 
cruised a downtown stree t. Sophia 
Lopez was worried , 
i Her son was k illed by a teen-ager 
w ith a gun, and he r 12-year-old 
daugh te r was r id in g  be tid e her 
now. •
“ Don’t even glance over the re ; 

look s tra ig h t ahead," she to ld the 
g ir l.
As she exp la ined la te r : “ You 

can 't even look a t people who are 
d riv in g nex t to you because you 
can 't te ll when someone's going to 
?lioot a t you .”
The pleas o f people who live in 

fea r of gun fire from  young gang 
members prom pted the A rizona 
Leg is la ture to pass a pa rtia l ban on 
anyone under 18 ca rry in g a gun in 
public.
.^P o lice ana res iden ts b a t t l in g  
gang v io lence a re glad fo r help 
from the state, but some w o rry that 
the law  signed by the gove rno r 
A p r il 22 doesn’t go fa r enough.
The law , which makes Arizona 

the 24th sta te to enact a young-gun 
law , said m inors w ithou t adu lt su­
pervis ion can ’t have guns in public. 
I t has exemptions fo r 14- to 17-year 
o ld s g o in g  h u n t in g  o ^ j ta r g e t 
shooting. • -
The ban applies only to the'state ’s 

two la rgest counties, Maricopa and 
P im a . They cover a ll o f cen tra l and 
southern A rizona and are consi­
dered the sta te 's h lgh-crim e areas.
Loca l governments outside the 

two counties can approve iden tica l 
bans.
Punishment includes fines up to 

$500 and th e loss o f a d r iv e r ’s 
license. _ ,Y------UIC'OCWUU’ IWIUIUX * n ii.n .  ut ubovi
M olly McKesson, a Tucson c i ty . , am * ,,* h igh school-age Americans 

councilwoman who backed a l ^ r  . O ne-th ird of .high school student: 
teen-gun bam saidL the -A ftep tfons have access to handguns and 6 per 
wfllcaalcB th p l^w  | ia rd tb  enforce ,, r+n t b rin g them to school, accord

: IngWthejrtudy  ̂ .' 
^ r g e tp & c t ic e  iflAy.be In ond o f pur A r W f t w  ta k e ,

concea led weapon. I t 's  lega l l 
w a lk down M a in S tree t openl 
pack ing a pistol, and while i t isn 't 
common sigh t, there are parts c 
the s ta te where It doesn't ra is . 
many eyebrows.
The law was proposed by Gov 

F ife Sym ington afte r six local gov 
e rn m e n ts  in the two cou n tie : 
adopted teen-gun bans last year.
The Na tiona l R ifle Associatioi 

tried to challenge the local bans 
bu t a s ta te judge rebu ffe d the 
group, which is led by Bob Corbin, ; 
fo rm e r Arizona attorney general 
The NRA then helped the Republi 
can governor d ra ft his statewide 
proposal.
T he m easu re passed by t in  

Leg is la ture lac .ed one provision o' 
th e N R A -su p po rte d p ro p osa l 
A llow ing m inors to carry .guns ii 
they had a note from the ir parents 
Corbin said the NRA m ight seek ar 
amendment to insert that provis ior 
in the next session of the Legisla 
hire .
The NRA was a re luctan t con 

ve rt, said Dennis Henigan of th< 
Center to P revent Handgun Vio 
lence, a Washington-based group 
tha t went to court to help defend thi 
local bans.
“ The NRA ’s firs t instinct was tr 

s trike them down and put the polic< 
rig h t back in the position they wen 
before, unable to take these gun: 
away and prevent crim e ," Henigar 
said . “ E ssen tia lly the NRA wa1 
shamed in to doing something it 
A rizona ."
S uppo rte rs of young-gun law : 

cite a 1992 report in the Journal c 
the American Medical Associatioi 
tha t found gunshot wounds w en 
the second-leading cause of deatl

kid cah;be going toi 
what cah police cto?;!
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R e v a m p  j u v e n i l e  s y s t e m  o r  g i v e  a p  o u r  s t r e e t s
ly PAUL JENKINS

A l e x  F e L k e r  t h i n k s  k i d s  m a y  b e  c h a n g -  
n g ,  g e t t i n g  m o r e  m a l e v o l e n t ,  m o r e  v i o l e n t  

• H e  b a s e s  t h a t  o n  r e c e n t  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  
i  p a c k ' o f  p u n k s  i n  S p e n a r d  w h o  g a v e  h i m  
16 s t i t c h e s  a r o u n d  h i s  r i g h t  e y e ,  a  b u s t e d  
ip ,  a  p a i n f u l  l u m p  o n  t h e  b a c k  o f  h i s  h e a d ,  
a  c u t  o n  h i s  f o r e h e a d  a n d  to o  m a n y  b r u i s e s  
a n d  s c r a t c h e s  to  c o u n t

H i s  o f f e n s e ?  H e  s a y s  h e  h a d  l e f t  h i s  j o b  
o n  t h e  N o r t h  S l o p e ,  s t o p p e d  i n  A n c h o r a g e  
to  b u y  C h r i s t m a s  g i f t s  f o r  h i s  f a m i l y  i n  t h e  
B u s h  a n d  w e n t  f o r  a  w a l k  to  a  n e a r b y  c o n ­
v e n ie n c e  s t o r e .  H e  s a y s  h e  w a s  m i n d i n g  h i s  
o w n  b u s i n e s s .  T h a t  s o m e h o w  o f f e n d e d  t h e  
f i v e  j u v e n i l e s  h a n g i n g  a r o u n d  a  c o n v e ­
n i e n c e  s t o r e .  T h e y  c u r s e d  h i m ,  s c r e a m e d  a t  
h i m ,  c h a s e d  h i n i  d o w n  i n  t h e i r  S u b u r u  
B r a t

T h e y  d id  t h a t  e v e n  a f t e r  h e  c r o s s e d  t h e  
r o a d  to  a v o id  a  c o n f r o n t a t i o n ;  e v e n  a f t e r  h e  
m a d e  i t  d e a r  h e  w a n t e d  n o  p r o b le m s .

T h e y  p u n c h e d  a n d  k i c k e d  a n d  c lu b b e d  
t h e  3 7 - y e a r - o l d ,  u n e m p l o y e d  e m e r g e n c y  
m e d i c a l  t e c h n i c i a n  b lo o d y .  T h e y  b e a t  h i m  to  
t h e  g r o u n d  r i g h t  b e s id e  S p e n a r d  R o a d ,  w i t h  
t r a f f i c  w h i z z i n g  b y  a  f e w  f e e t  a w a y .  A t  l e a s t  
o n e  o f  t h e m  w i e l d e d  a  l a r g e  f l a s h l i g h t  o r  
d u b  i n  t h e  a t t a c k .

I f  a  c a b  d r i v e r  h a d  
n o t  s t o p p e d ,  A l e x  F e l k e r  
m i g h t  w e l l  h a v e  g o n e  
h o m e  i n  a  c o f f i n  t o  h i s  
w i f e  a n d  f o u r  c h i l d r e n  a t  
C r o o k e d  C r e e k  — a  
s m a l l  v i l l a g e  i n  S o u t h ­
w e s t  A l a s k a  o n  t h e  
K u s k o k w i m  R i v e r .

“T h e y  w e r e  r e a l l y  , p n k | n q  
w h a l i n g  o n  h i m , ” s a y s  ' J e n n i n b  
t h e  c a b  d r i v e r ,  w h o  a s k e d  n o t  t o  b e  i d e n t i ­
f i e d .  “H e  w a s  o u t  o n  t h e  g r o u n d .  T h e y  r e a l ­
l y  d i d  i t  t o  h i m .  H e  w a s  j u s t  c o v e r e d  w i t h  
b lo o d ."

T h e  c a b  d r i v e r  s a y s  w h e n  h e  s a w  w h a t  
w a s  h a p p e n i n g  a n d  s t o p p e d ,  h e  i n a d v e r ­
t e n t l y  b l o c k e d  t h e  a s s a i l a n t s ’ v e h i d e .  F e l k ­
e r  a n d  t h e  d r i v e r  g o t  t h e  S u b u r u ’s  l i c e n s e  
t a g  n u m b e r ,  a n d  F e l k e r  s a y s  h e  r e a c h e d  i n ­
t o  t h e  v e h i c l e  a n d  g r a b b e d  i t s  k e y s  b e f o r e  
l i i s  a s s a i l a n t s  c o u ld  s p e e d  a w a y  — g e t t i n g  
b a s h e d  a g a i n  o n  t h e  h e a d  a n d  k n o c k e d  
s e n s e l e s s  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s .

' T h e n  t h e  p u n k s  d i d  w h a t  p u n k s  d o .  
T h e y  r a n  a w a y .

' T h e y  s a i d ,  'W e ’l l  g e t  y o u ,  to o ,"  a s  t h e y  
f l e d ,  t h e  c a b  d r i v e r  s a y s .  “I  j u s t  c a n ’t  u n d e r ­
s t a n d  i t .  W h y  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  S p e n a r d  
R o a d ?  I t  w a s  v e r y  p u b lic ."

F e l k e r  s a y s  h e  d o e s n ’t  k n o w  w h y  e i t h e r .
“I t  lo o k e d  l i k e  t h e y  w e r e  a  r o w ;  y  b u n c h ,

a n d  t h e y  w e r e  j u s t  l o o k in g  f o r  s o m e o n e ,"  h e  
s a y s .  “ I  h a p p e n e d  to  b e  t h a t  p e r s o n ."

F e l k e r  n o w  fa c e s  w h a t  h e  e s t i m a t e s  w i l l  
b e  a  $ 6 0 0  h o s p i t a l  a n d  a m b u l a n c e  b i l l .  H e  
h a s  n o  m e d i c a l  i n s u r a n c e .  H e  h a s  n o  jo b T

3 u t  F e l k e r ,  w h o  s a y s  h e  w o u l d n ’t  r a i s e  
h i s  k i d s  i n  A n c h o r a g e  o n  a  b e t ,  i3  l u c k y .  T h e  
c a b  d r i v e r  i s  l u c k y .  A n d  m o s t  o f  a l l ,  t h e  k i d s  
— s t u p i d ,  i n v u l n e r a b l e  a n d  s a d l y  m e a n  — 
a r e  l u c k y .

T h e y  a r e  l u c k y  M r .  F e l k e r  w a s  n o t  
k i l l e d .  T h e y  a r e  l u c k y  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  h u r t  o r  
k i l l e d .

A n d  t h e y  a r e  l u c k y  w e  h a v e  a  j u v e n i l e  
j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  t h a t  w i l l  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  i d e n t i ­
t i e s  a n d  n e v e r  a c k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  v i o l e n t  
k i d s  a r e  a s  d a n g e r o u s  a s  v i o l e n t  a d u l t s .  
T h e y  a r e  l u c k y  i t ' s  a  s y s t e m  b u i l t  o n  t h e  
p r e m i s e  t h a t  k i d s  c a n  b e  r e h a b i l i t a t e d ,  a n d  
t h a t  i t  i s  a  s y s t e m  g e a r e d  t o  t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t  
j u v e n i l e s  c a n n o t  c o m m i t  r e a l  c r i m e s .

M a k e  n o  m i s t a k e :  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  t o  
F e l k e r  w a s  a  c r i m e .  H i s  a t t a c k e r s  w e r e  
c o ld ly  c r u e l  a n d  v i o l e n t  a n d  m a l i c i o u s ,  a n d  
w h i l e  t h e y  m a y  e n d  u p  p a y i n g  s o m e  r e s t i t u ­
t i o n ,  t h e y  n e v e r  w i l l  h a v e  t o  p a y  t h e  f u l l  
p r ic e  f o r  w h a t  t h e y  d id .

• A s  o f  e a r l y  t h i s  w e e k ,  o n l y  o n e  h a d  b e e n  
c h a r g e d  w i t h  a s s a u l t  B u t  i t ’s  l i k e l y ,  a u t h o r ­
i t i e s  s a y ,  t h e  r e s t  a l s o  w i l l  b e  c h a i g e d .  T h a t  
m a y  b e  a l l  w e ’l l  e v e r  k n o w  a b o u t  t h e  c a s e ,  
t h e  s y s t e m  b e i n g  t h e  w a y  i t  i s .

Y o u  h a v e  t o  w o n d e r  w h a t  m a k e s  s o m a  
k i d s  d o  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s ,  w h y  t h e y  g o  w e l l  
b e y o n d  t h e  b o u n d s  o f  n o r m a l  t e e n - a g e  y a -  
h o o i s m .  Y o u  h a v e  t o  w o n d e r  w h y  t h e y  
t h i n k  a l m o s t  b e a t i n g  s o m e o n e  t o  d e a t h  i s  
a c c e p t a b l e . .

W e  c a n  b l a m e  i t  o n  t e l e v i s i o n  a n d  H o l l y ­
w o o d .  W e  c a n  b l a m e  i t  o n  b r o k e n  h o m e s  o r  
r o t t e n  p a r e n t s  o r  p o o r  n u t r i t i o n  o r  p o o r  p o t ­
t y  t r a i n i n g .  W e  c a n  b l a m e  i t  o n  d r u g s ,  a l c o ­

h o l ,  a b u s e  — a l m o s t  a n y t h i n g .  A l l  t h e s e  
t h i n g s  m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  c o u l d  p l a y  a  r o le .  W e  . 
c a n  f i n d  a n y  n u m b e r  o f  r e a s o n s  w h y  j u n i o r ,  
i n  h i s  p o i n t e d  l i t t l e  n o g g i n ,  f i n d s  i t  n e c e s ­
s a r y  t o  n e a r l y  k i l l  s o m e o n e  fo r  f u n .

B u t  a l l  t h a t  d o e s n ’t  e x p l a i n  t h e  m i l l i o n s  
o f  t e e n - a g e r s  w h o  a r e  g o o d  c i t i z e n s  d e s p i t e  
t h o s e  a d v e r s i t i e s ,  a n d  m o r e .

N o p e ,  i t ’s  t i m e  t o  l a y  t h e  b l a m e  w h e r e  i t  
b e lo n g s .  S q u a r e l y  i n  j u n i o r ' s  l a p .  H e  d o e s  i t  
b e c a u s e  h e  t h i n k s  h e ’l l  g e t  a w a y  w i t h  i t ,  
a n d  i t ’s  t h a t  s i m p l e .

-jfc J u n i o r  n e e d s  t o  k n o w ,  a n d  l e a r n  t o  b e ­
l i e v e ,  t h a t  v io l e n c e  i s  u n a c c e p t a b l e ,  t h a t  i t  
w i l l  n o t  b e  t o l e r a t e d ,  t h a t  i t  w i l l  b e  m e t  
w i t h  s w i f t ,  s u r e  j u s t i c e .  T h o s e  f e w  n e e d  to  
k n o w  e a r l y  o n  t h e r e  i s  n o  r o o m  i n  s c h o o l  o r  
o n  o u r  s t r e e t s  f o r  v i o l e n t  p u n k s .  W e  m u s t  
m a k e  t h a t  k n o w n  w i t h o u t  l o s i n g  s i g h t  o f  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  m o s t  t e e n - a g e r s  w h o  s c r e w  u p  
o n l y  n e e d  a  f i r m  n u d g e  a n d  t i m e  t o  g e t  
t h e m  b a c k  o n  t h e  r i g h t  t r a c k .

W i t h  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  a b o u t  t o  c o n v e n e  i n  
J u n e a u ,  w e  s h o u l d  s t a r t  l e t t i n g  o u r  l a w ­
m a k e r s  k n o w  w e  a r e  d i s s a t i s f i e d ,  t h a t  i t ’s  
t i m e  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  j u v e n i l e  s y s t e m  t o  i d e n ­
t i f y  a n d  p u n i s h  t h o s e  w i t h  v i o l e n t  t e n d e n ­
c ie s .

T h i s  t i m e ,  w h e n  f i v e  p u n k s  t h o u g h t  i t  
w o u l d  b e  O K  to  n e a r l y  k i l l  s o m e o n e ,  t h e i r  
p r e y  w a s  a  g u y  l u c k y  e n o u g h  t o  s u r v i v e ,  b u t  
i t  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a n y  o n e  o f  u s ,  o r  o u r  
lo v e d  o n e s .  A  f l a t  t i r e ,  a n  o v e r h e a t e d  e n g i n e  
o r  a n y  o t h e r  c a r  p r o b le m  — o r  j u s t  g o i n g  fo r  
a  w a l k  — c o u l d  h a v e  p u t  a n y  o f  u s  o n  t h a t  
s t r e e t ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  u i  t h o s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  
W e  m i g h t  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  s o  l u c k y .

W e  c a n  e i t h e r  s t a r t  w o r k i n g  t o  f i x  t h e  
s y s t e m ,  o r  g i v e  u p  o u r  s t r e e t s  a n d  n e i g h b o r ­
h o o d s  t o  p u n k s .

Pad Jenkins is an edtoc ci The Anctvxzge Tmes.
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From fistfights to gunfights

For educational excellence to be 
achieved, schools must be safe and hospi­
table places for teachers and students. 
Yet, in  an ever-increasing number of our 
schools, students and teachers are ex­
pected to endure violence, fear and in­
timidation on a daily basis.

Violence within the schools of 
America has increased dramatically over 
the past decade and continues to escalate 
at air alarming rate. Gang encroachment, 
drug and alcohol abuse, poverty, child 
abuse and neglect, overcrowded class­
rooms and lack of parental supervision 
and discipline have rendered the once 
“safe harbor” of the classroom a micro­
cosm of today’s social ills.

In a case heard by the U.S. Supreme 
Court, New Jersey v. TJLO., Justice 
Powell commented on the growing piob- 
lem of violence in schools. He wrote: 

Without first establishing discipline 
and maintaining o rier, teachers cannot 
begin to educate their students. And 
apart from education, the school has 

-  the obligation to protect pupils from 
mistreatment by other children, and 
also to protect teachers themselves 
from violence by the few students 
whose conduct in recent years has 
promoted national concern.

"  Most people equate school violence 
with large urban areas such as New 
York, Chicago or Los Angeles. While 
there has been ample reporting of the 
violence plaguing big-city schools, vio­
lence has invaded suburban and rural 
schools with little notice by the national 
media.

A bill introduced into the House of 
Representatives of the U.S. Congress 
(H.R. 4538, “Classroom Safety Act of 
1992”) summarized the risuig tide of vio­
lence in America's schools thusly:
• Nearly 3,000.000 crimes occur on or

near school campuses every year.
• One fourth of the major school districts 

now use metal detectors in an attempt to 
reduce the number of weapons intro­
duced into the schools by students;

• Twenty percent of teachers in schools 
have reported being threatened with vio­
lence by a student;

• The despair brought on by poverty and 
disenfranchisement that affects millions 
of our youth is rapidly entering the 
schools;

• Schools are being asked to take on re­
sponsibilities that society as a whole has 
neglected, forcing teachers to referee 
fights rather (ban teach;

• Teachers are staging walk-outs to pro­
test the violence which denies interested 
students the opportunity to learn.

Teachers and administrators require 
special skills to cope with potentially ex­
plosive situations and violent students.
Yet, they are not receiving these skills in 
their university preparation programs. The 
California Legislature, believing that “cer­
tificated school personnel often are not 
prepared effectively in their professional 
programs to cope with potentially violent 
situations or with violent youth,” amended 
the California Education Code (California 
Senate Bill 2460, Green, 1990). The re­
vised code will require the California 
Commission on Teacher Credentitling 
(C T Q , the state agency that regulates 
teacher preparation and licensing, to un­
dertake leadership activities directed to­
ward establishing appropriate standards of 
preparation for teachers and other certifi­
cated personnel concerning violent behav­
ior by students.

Anticipating that a requirement for 
training teachers and principals in 
handling violence in schools would be 
forthcoming from the CTC, Pepperdine 
University began developing a violence

prevention curriculum to be included 
in the training of future teachers and 
administrators.

In June of 1992, a grant from the Pa­
cific Telesis Foundation enabled the 
teacher preparation program to begin de­
veloping and field testing a model cur­
riculum for creating a safe school envi­
ronment The model curriculum will be 
designed to be presented in an applied, 
hands-on. interactive mode. The training 
will focus on skills that teachers need to 
maintain a safe, secure and welcoming 
school climate. The curriculum will also 
address skills teachers need to help build 
confidence, self-esteem and pride in their 
students —  attitudes crucial to creating 
and maintaining a positive and cohesive 
campus climate.

In addition to the faculty of Pepper- 
dine’s Graduate School of Education and 
Psychology, curriculum developers will 
draw upon the resources of the Pepper­
dine School of Lav/ and the National 
School Safety Center, a resource center 
administered by Pepperdine University 
and funded by the U.S. Departments of 
Education and Justice.

The model curriculum will be field 
tested with the teachers at Broadway El­
ementary School in the Los Angeles Uni­
fied School District, a partnersltip school 
with Pepperdine University. Broadway 
School serves a diverse student popula­
tion in an area plagued with social prob­
lems. Poverty, crime and racial tension 
severely inhibit the instructional process. 
In the past year, two parents of Broadway 
students have been killed in gang-related 
incidents.

After further development and field 
testing, the model curriculum will be 
made available to other universities for 
use in teacher and administrator prepara­
tion programs. The target date for 
completion of the model curriculum is 
January 1,1993.

H. Woodrow Hughes, PhD., is the Asso­
ciate Dean for Education in the Gradu­
ate School of Education and Psychology, 
Pepperdine University.
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Kids and Guns
A Report From America’s Classroom 
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N A T I O N A L  A F F A I R S

B y  R o d  N o r d l a n d

F rom the outside, Thomas Je f­
ferson H ig h School in  B roo k lyn 
is an inne r-c ity fortress— a 
four-sto ry p ile o f faded b r ic k  
w ith  secu rity screens on th e 
windows and steel p la te on th e 
doers. Guns are ss fa m ilia r as 

book bagB to the kids inside. " I f  you had th e 
money, you could get you rse lf a 'to o l' in  15 
m inu tes ,”  says N icole Solomon, a 15-year- 
o ld sophomore. " I would cay, ou t o f 100 
kids, 9 0 got guns o r can get them , I  had a 
weapon myse lf when i  firs t w en t in  th e re ." 
G lenn K irk la n d , now a c ity  police o ffice r 
assigned to the school. nttend:Mi "Je iF " a 
decade ago. "Back then we used to duke i t  
o u t," he says. "Now you hea r these guym 
'Hey, you stole m y g ir lfr ie n d , bocmJ' Then 
his friends say, 'Hey, you shot m y fr ie n d .

boom !’ P re tty  soon i t ’s boom, boom, boom !”
The cop knew his beau across the coun try , 

kid«:withgiinsnrH humm ingsmall angels of 
dea th , tra n s fo rm in g dead-end s tree ts and 
tough -lu ck schools in to free -fire zones. 
"O u r la s t place o f safety is the 
schoo l," says Caro l A . Beck,
J e f f ’s em ba ttled p rin c ipa l.
"N e x t to M o th e r ’s arms, th a t 
shou ldbe thesa fes tpU ce ."N o 
longe r. D ru g gangs have p u t 
m ore guns on the stree t than 
eve r before. B u t many k ids 
who a ren ’t  otherw ise c r im i­
na ls are sudden ly reach ing 
fo r th e ir equalizers. And guns 
have become the lead ing 
cause o f death among o ld ­
e r teenage boys— w h ite and 
b la ck— in  America .
No school has fe lt the pa in 

more th a n Jefferson H igh .

cmsrnt iccccc j*— mw roe* mas

La s t week New Y o rk ’s Mayor David N . 
D in k in s  booked a stop to show the flag and 
g ive a speech. The same day, K ha lil Sump­
te r , 15, a lleged ly smuggled in  a chrome- 
p la ted .38-ca liber Sm ith & Weaeon revo lv­

er. Police say he had m urde r 
on his m ind and two bulle ts in  
h is gun, and th a t Sumpter 
was going a fte r Tyrone S ink- 
le r. 16, and his inseparable 
buddy, Ian Moore, 17. Sump­
te r »~d S ink ie r had been 
partners in a botched mug­
g ing last spring. S in k le r 
did tim e , Sumpter got proba­
tion . and they had been fig h t­
ing about i t ever since. "H a 
called me a ra t," Sumpter 
to ld the police. Ha though t 
S in k le r m eant to k i l l h im  and 
he decided to s trike f i r s t "H a 
indica ted i t  waa k i l l o r be
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SONS
Kids with guns are setting off an arms 

race of their own across the 
country-as a double murder in a New 
York high schooi showed Are schools 
doomed to become free-fire zones?

k i l le d ," sa id Detective S g t M ichae l Race.
W ith  c inem a tic tim in g , the bang-bang- 

you 're -dead fan tasy tu rned in to bloody re­
a lity . The m o rn in g o f the shooting, Moore’s 
m o the r. L in d a , rus tled h im  ou t o f bed and 
po in ted h im  toward schooL He’d been up 
la te w a tc h in g the Grammys on TV . S ink­
le r h i t h is fa th e r fo r 60 cents because 
he needed lu n c h money. Sumpter arrived 
la te . He was w e ll known to schooi cops as a 
"h a llw a lk e r ,”  a k id more interested in 
hang ing o u t th a n s itt in g in  class. When the 
be ll rang a t th e end o f firs t penod. Moore 
and S in k le r stepped in to the ha llw ay to ­
ge the r, w he re Sum pte r was w a itin g . "H e 
ju s t pu lle d th o gun and sta rted shooting," 
eyew itness Rafae l M on ta lvo , 15, to ld News- 
day. "W a s n 't no words said, no hands 
th row n — ju s t bu lle ts h itt in g .’ ’ David Ler- | 
ner, a teache r on du ty as a ha ll m on ito r, | 
pushed th ro u g h the scream ing kids and I 
looked down a t the v ictim s. "The officer I

I i t  JcfTtnon Kitfi, a sic* a n t  ta ttM nwtri dstsctsr 
warns studMitxibaat tost c teda for weapon, spoifc* 
afflcsr H tp tty i tha tocdpja osad In Bm sJiooCtot

was a lre a d y pressing h is fin ge r against 
th e ir necks .”  he reca lled .
A  hun d re d students , some weeping, some 

numb, ga the red in  the school’s s ix "g rie v ­
ing room s," s tra g g lin g to cope w ith  w ha t 
they had seen: S in k le r in  convuls ions bleed­
ing from  the head, M oore ly in g s till, shot 
th rough th e  hea rt. " I t ’s sad to go to school 
like th is , " sa id M a rv in  M cL a u r in , 16. " I t 
makpg you fe e l l ik e  an a n im n l. "  M arlon 
Sm ith , a 16-year-old fr ie n d  o f the victim s, 
ie ft fo r hom e in  hyste rics. H e la te r phoned a 
friend , w ho hea rd a c lic k in g sound over the 
line and asked w ha t i t  was. 'T m  p lay ing 
Russian ro u le tte ," Sm ith rep lied . Then he 
pulled th e tr ig g e r aga in and k ille d  himself. 
S in ld e r’s angu ished fa th e r th rea tened to 
sue th e c ity . "W h y  in  the w o rld was there

SCOUTL A. ACS—KTTSDAY
j a gun in  school?”  he said. "N ow  m y son’s 
I in the m orgue ove r some bu lljive .”

The shoo tings added th ree more bodies to 
j an aw fu l c a lc u la t io n : k ids w ith  guns have 
I set o ff th e ir ow n k in d  o f arm s race. The 
la tes t m u rd e rs made i t New Y o rk (S ty ’s 
b lood iest school y e a r ever, w ith  56 shooting 
inc iden ts in  and a round schools. In  a ll, 5 
teachers, 1 cop, 2 paren ts and 16 students 
have been sho t— 6  o f the kids fa ta lly . 
"These c h ild re n  a re ch ild re n o f w a r,”  Beck, 
says. " Ih e y  w o r ry  th a t in  the b lin k o f an 

I eye th e y cou ld be k il le d — th is is a rea lity —  
and th e y th in k  th e y have to pro tec t them ­
selves.”  A  k id  can now  be "ca rry in g ”  fo r as 
lit t le  as $25. In  B ro o k ly n they even have 
rent-a-guns. Says Beck. "Y ou could fin d a 
gun in  th is  ne ighborhood fas te r than yoa 
could fin d  a copy o f N ewswxxx.” 
Sum p te r's g un was sto len , "used" in  

stree t ta lk , so i t  w a sn 't too expensive. O the r 
tools coat p le n ty . L a s t Novem ber a fu rious
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M a rt i ttt» tuapttT, a sruoGtx* 
erf Bccs-s n  do dac  aftar m* 

murdir, a tfeapM orf to  itsirtand 
Sctoaaka Jnrftft ki t m

a rg um en t over a book bag led a 
14-year-old a t Jefferson H ig h to 
w h ip o u t his "n in e ," a 3-mm 
sem iau tom atic p isto l th a t can 
cost us much as S1.000. He fired w ild ly  down 
a crowded ha llw a y a t Jeffe rson H igh . The 
fus illade k ille d D a rre ll Sharpe, 16, and 
wounded teacher Hobart Anderson in the 
neck. B o th were innocent bystanders.
The la rg e r tragedy was Jeffe rson H igh 

had fa r more to o ffe r than the way o f the gun 
and an ea r ly grave. I f  the measure o f a good 
school is how w e ll i t  helps its studen ts rise 
above th e ir lim ita tio n s , Jeffe rson H ig h was 
exem pla ry . The East New Y o rk
neighborhood run3 to pub lic - ,-------------
hous ing pro jects and vacan t 
lots, g la s sW ew n streets unde r 
elevated subways. On cul-de- 
sacs outside abandoned houses, 
young men stake out tu r f .
W hen s trange rs approach, the y 
th ru s t th e ir hands deep in th e ir 
pockets o r unde r th e ir jacke ts, a 
signa l eve ry boy in the 'hood, 
a long w ith  every man, wom an 
and ch ild , understands.
!Ufe k m c  B y comparison,

J e ff seemed to prom ise a t least 
the illu s io n o f a safe haven. S tep 
inside, pass the m e ta l detectors 
and th e secu rity de ta il, and you 
were in  ano the r world . The 
floors were clean, the b r ig h t ly  
pa in ted w a lls were decked w ith  
quo ta tions from  the Rev. M a r­
tin. L u th e r K in g  J r . and Nelson 
M ande la , and posters exho rt­
ing k ids to get th e ir d ip lom as 
(d o n 't le a v e  s c h o o l w i t h o u t 
it ) . A rem arkab le num be r 
d idn ’t  M oe t students are b lack 
o r H ispan ic , w ith  a sm a tte r in g 
from  2 7 fo re ign countries. L a s t 
school year, 81 percent app lied 
to college— from a h igh school 
in an u rb a n waste land.

JONATHAN ITNE—NSWSOAY
P rin c ip a l Beck re lis h e d a good fighL 

Two weens before th e shoo tin g , she su f­
fered a hea rt a tta c k — b u t i t  d id n 't slow 
her down. W ith  school o ffic ia ls and s tu ­
dents s w ir l in g  a ro u nd h e r la s t week, she 
was on the te lephone te l l in g  a ca lle r, " I ’m 
pissed because I can ’t  go k ic k  b u t t and 
solve th is .”  Someone th r u s t a fis t fu l o f 
p ills a t her. in s is t in g  she ta k e th em  before 
ano the r d is tra c tio n  cou ld come up. Some

I

It Is ilrsady Hew York City's btoodteat school year ever, wtth 
58 shooting Incidents in and around schools. Some of them:

■  10/7/91. PS 309. Brooklyn: P a ren t s h o t in  back b y pelle t o r 
BBgun.

■  IQ/a/91. Jam a Monroe High School the Brorac S tu de n t 17. 
shot and k illed .

■10/8/91, IS 115, the Brorac 14-year-o ld sh o t in  stomach.

■10/29/91, PS 178, the Brorac S tu d e n t s h o t in  legs.

■11/1/91, NfKtJnghawo High School. Brooklyn: S tu d e n t 19, shot 
in back b y gang o f a rm e d in tru d e rs  in  schoo l hallway.

■11/19/91. Brooklyn A lte ra tive W rft School: T eache r sho t in 
le ft a rm  on s tre e t

■11/21/91, McKee High School, Curtis Hfg: School. Ststso (stand:
A studen t sho t th re e s tu d e n tr , k i l l in g  o ne 18-year-old.

■  11/25/91, Thames Jefferson H & t School, Brooklyn: S tuden t 
16. k ille d and tea che r w o u n d e d in  ha lL

■1 /21/92, IS 324, Brooklyn: Po lice o ff ic e r s h o t on stree t b y 
s tu den t

a 1/30/32, IS 49, Brooklyn: Tw o s tu d e n ts (1 3 and 11) wound ­
ed when ano th e r s tu d e n t fire d  in to  p la yg ro u nd .

90U M  UNITED ITOnLATTON Of TSACBHtS

were fo r her u lcer, others fo r he r heart. 
" I t ’s no th ing ," she said. " I f  I cou ldn 't 
stand the heat. I'd  get ou t o f the k itchen ."
Hsta MdtSt: When Beck took over in 

1987, Je ff was a school w ith  an illu s tr io u s 
pas t a lousy present and no fu tu re . On ly 
one in fo u r n in th  graders was s tay ing on 
to earn diplomas. E a r lie r waves o f im m i­
g ra n t East New Yorke rs— Ita lia n s , Ir ish 
and Jew ish— had fille d J e ff ’s ros te r w ith  
celebrities, among them She lley W inters , 
Steve Lawrence and Danny Kaye. Beck 
b rough t some o f them back to meet the 
students. When H . Donald Gelber, ano th ­
e r a lumnus, was sworn in as U.S. ambas­
sador to M a li la s t year, the p rin c ip a l 
bused m any o f the students to the ceremo­
ny a t the Un ited Nations. "W h a t I have 
done, you can do.”  he to ld them . Beyond 
offe ring ro le models, the p rin c ip a l th rew 
he r own office door open to students, 
w o rk in g la te in the evenings, p a r t ly  so 
th a t kids would have a place to stay c ff the 
streets. "Some o f them w ou ld ra th e r be 
here than in  th e ir own homes," said Helen 
Baker, a teacher. Beck re c ru ite d a sta ff 
th a t was fie rce ly loya l to h e r and to tho 
studenis. The Reader’s D igest gave her 
one o f its Am e rican Heroes in  Education 
Awards in  1991, dona ting a 510,000 prize 
to the schooL 
In the end, she was outgunned. F o r a 

wh ile , she was able to c u t the c rim e ra te in 
h a lf by bann ing goid cha ins and door­
knocker earrings. B u t over the past year, 

Jefferson H igh has seen fou r 
! stabbings among 35 reported 

crimes. Beck took a survey and 
found th a t h a lf he r students 
had puncture wounds o f some 
k ind . On any g iven day, a fo u rth 
o f them were absent, hanging 
on the corners o r hus tling 
drugs. M any were too scared to 
come to ciass. No wonder. Since 
December, spot searches have 
tu rned up 121 weapons.
Jefferson could exce l b u t i t 

cou ldn ’t escape. Perhaps i t  was 
naive fo r anyone to expect i t 
to. "W h a t re a lly gets people is 
th a t th is happened in  aach o o l, ”  
says Beck. A fte r last fa l l ’s 
shooting, the c ity  made Je ff one 
o f 21 "m e ta i-de te c to r schools,”  
b u t the re were on ly enough 
funds to spot-check fo r weapons 
once a week. L a s t weeL th a t 
check was on Tuesday. The 
shooting was on Wednesday. 
Now the re w il l be m eta l deteo- 
to rs every day. Too la te fo r 
Moore and S in k le r. T u rn in g 
th ings around, says teacher 
Lerner, is " l ik e  tr y in g  to th row  
bricks in to the G rand Canyon 
to f i l l i t . "  A nd i t  ta kea a lo t more 
rhnn b ricks to fig h t guns. ■  ■
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it’s Not Just New York. . .
Big cities, small towns: more and more guns in younger and younger hands

T ragedy came to Crosby, Texas, over 
breakfast in  the high-schooi cafe­
te ria . The v ic tim  waa A r th u r Jack. 
17, cap ta in o f the v a rs ity  foocbail 
team, and the day was Sept. 18, 

1991. /icco rd ing to witnesses. Jack was 
he lp ing h im se lf to orange ju ic e  in the serv­
ing lin e when he heard someone say, "You 
ca lled me a b itch ." He looked up to see 
ano the r student, iden tified by police as La- 
Keeta Cadoree. 15, po in tin g a .38-caliber 
revolver. Jack tned to take cover bu t the 
shooter was too quick : h i t in  the back by a 
bu lle t th a t trave led upward to pierce his 
hea rt, he died on the floo r beh ind the serv­
in g counter. Because Crosby (popu la tion : 
1,811) is a qu ie t li t t le  tow n on the ou te r 
fr inge o f the Houston m etro area, the in c i­
d en t made b ig news fo r weeks. "W hen I 
heard i t  happened, I d idn ’t  w a n t to believe 
it , ”  A r th u r Jack ’s fa th e r said. " I t  was like . 
T h is  on ly happens in the c ity — Chicago o r 
^N ew York o r someth ing '.’*

The tru th , sadly, is o therw ise . Gun v io ­
lence is on the rise in schools a l l ove r Am e r­
ica. and the na tion ’s ch ild re n are trapped 
in its path. Accord ing to th e federa l Cen­
ters fo r Disease C o n tro l one s tu den t in  five 
reports ca rry ing a weapon o f some type and 
about one student in  20, o r 5.3 percent, 
repo rts ca rry ing a gun. The num be r o f 
young Americans k ille d  by firea rm s each 
yea r more than doubled, from  1,059 to 
2,162, between 1970 and 1990, and hom i­
cide is now the lead ing cause o f death

I among b lack males u nd e r th e 
i age o f 35. There are no na tio n - 
i al sta tis tics on th e num be r 
I o f shootings and gun -re la ted 
I incidents in schools. B u t th e 
i anecdotal evidence is com- 
| pe lling : kids, even fo u r th  
I and fif th  graders, a re a rm in g  
i themselves, and teachers and 
I school offic ia ls are r u n n in g  
i scared. "Y ou t h in k i t ’s a 
i bunch o f bad k ids [w ho ] are 
i ca rry in g the guns, b u t i t ’s 
i no t," says Pau l K in g e ry , d i- 
I rec to r o f hea lth p rom o tion a t 
i Texas A & M  U n iv e rs ity  in  
j College S ta tion , Texas. "T h e 
kids are the v ic tim s o f v io lence , and the 
schools are no t c re a t in g safe env iro n ­
ments. Law en fo rcem en t is n o t adequate ly 
invo lved .”
The roo t causes o f th is  b iza rre and le th a l 

trend inc lude a l l th e u sua l demons o f 
Am erican society— th e easy a v a ila b i l i ty  o f 
guns, the rise o f d ru g -re la te d c rim e , paren ­
ta l irre sp o n s ib ility and so on. A s a lways, 
educators con tend th a t p ub lic schools 
m ere ly m ir ro r the b roade r tre n d s in  soci­
ety— and i f  guns, d rugs and v io le n t c rim e 
are on the increase, th e y say, schools w i l l be 
affected, too. R ig h t ly  o r w ro n g ly , most 
school offic ia ls c lin g to th e id ea l o f schools 

I as fr ie n d ly , open and noncoere ive in s t itu - 
I tions. and few fa vo r th e  k in d  o f d racon ian 
1 secu rity measures th a t w ou ld be needed

to e lim ina te g u n i en tire ­
ly. "The school se ttin g is a l­
most impossib le to police 
w ith o u t ty ra n n ic a l d ic ta to r­
ship,”  says M m  k  K a r l in , pres­
iden t o f the Q lino ia Counc il 
Against H andgun V iolence. 
" A t w ha t po in t do wa create 
such a hostile env iro nm en t 
th a t these are no longer 
schools?”  The schools. K a r l in  
says, "a re in  an im possib le s it­
uation . . .  we expect them  to 
dow ha tth e re s t trfos canno t."
B u t no one doubts th a t th e 

impact o f guns and gun v io ­
lence is ve ry la rge . F u lly  a 

qua rte r o f the na tion ’s la rge u rb a n school 
d is tr ic ts now use m eta l detectors to  search 
fo r weapons carried by students, and teach­
ers and parents are jo in in g forces to make 
schooi sa fe ty a m ajo r issue. A  shoo ting a t 
Caatlemont H ig h School in  O ak land . C a lif , 
sparked a teacher w a lko u t la s t fa l l— and in  
W ashington, D.C., la s t week, pa ren ts and 
teachers jo ined in pro test a fte r a 13-year- 
o ld boy was allowed to re tu rn  to  Noyea 
E lem en ta ry School a fte r be ing arres ted 
fo r ca rry in g a gun. ’T eachers a re m uch 
more fe a rfu l in the m idd le schools and up ­
per e lem en ta ry grades— f if th  and s ix th ' 
grades— than they ever were before,”  say* 
B il l M a r t in , a spokesman fo r th e N a tio n a l 
Education Association. " I f *  n o t a n issue, 
[ th a t is] centered on the la rge c itie s any ­
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m ore .”  Texas A &M ’s K inge ry , whose re­
search shows an a la rm ing rise in  the num ­
be r o f ch ild ren who ca rry guns in ru ra l 
Texas schools, agrees. " I t 's  a m yth tha t 
ru r a l schools are safe havens from  the 
p rob lem ." K inge ry says. " A l l the people 
who are ta k in g th e ir kids o u t o f urban 
schooL. and moving to ru ra l areas are liv ­
in g on false hope."
B u t b ig -d ty schools are s t i l l the p rim a ry 

b a tt le g ro u n d In c ity a fte r c ity — from New 
Y o rk to Lcs Angeles and everywhere in 
between— schools are s tru gg lin g to protect 
th e ir ch ild ren from the violence a ll around 
them . M e ta l detectors, locke r shakedowns 
and arm ed police patro ls are now taken for 
g ran ted in many b ig -d ty h igh schools. 
Teachers are iearm ng a new k ind o f r iv il- 
d tie ose d r i l l— h it t in g  the d ir t 
w hen gun fire erupts. I t d id a t 
F u lto n J u n io r H ig h School in 
V anN u ys , C a lif , ju s t L is t week.
A s k ids ran fo r cover, a lone 
gunm an opened fire across the 
school p layground, wound ing 
tw o studen ts in  the legs. W hen 
the in r id e n t was over, the fa cu l­
t y  prepared to com fort a school 
fu l l o f frigh tened students. B u t, 
says ass istan t p r in d p a i Jean 
Yea rou t, th e Fu lton kids "w e re 
ve ry ca lm . There ’s so much v io ­
lence on T V  and in  the commu­
n i ty  th a t m any kids expected 
th is k in d  o f th in g .”  "O u r k ids 
h i t th e g round i f  they hear gun­
f ire ,”  says Wesley M itch e ll, 
c h ie f o f police fo r the Los Ange ­
les U n ifie d School D is tric t.
"T h a t 's  w ha t they do a t home."

i O r consider Clarence Notree s close en- 
i coun te r w ith  gang violence. No tree . 44, is a 
i veteran in s tru c to r in the Chicago school 
I d is tr ic t 's after-school a c tiv itie s program s 
I fo r in n e r -d ty  kids. He was ru n n in g a bas- 
I ke th a ll c lin ic a t Woodson N o rth  E lemen- 
I cary School last Sept. 17 when a ca r pu lled 
I up outside the school. A  young man. proba- 
| b ly a gang member, came in to the gym and 
j word lessly opened fire w ith  a 9-nun hand- 
i gun. K ids scattered everywhere— in to the 
I h a ll, in to the g ir ls ’ gym— and Notree , act- 
I ing on in s tin c t, spread ou t his a rm s to pro- 
I te c t as many o f the ch ild ren as possible, 
i A fte r fir in g  12 rounds, the gunman wa lked 
I ou t the door, got back in to his ca r and made 
i a successful getaway.

M iracu lous ly , Clarence Notree was the

T r i g g e r - H a p p y  H i g h  S c h o o l

■ A c c o rd in g  to the Nationa l C rim e Survey, a lm os t 3 m il­
lion c rim es o cc u r on o r near school campuses e ve ry yea r—  
16.000 p e r schoo l day. o r one eve ry 6 seconds.

HO ne fo u r th  o f m a jo r u rban schoo l d is tr ic ts now use 
metal de tec to rs .

■ A lm o s t one th ird  o f the studen ts in  31 h igh schoo ls in  
Illino is sa id th e y had brough t a weapon to schoo l fo r se lf­
p ro te c tio n a t some tim e during th e ir h igh -scboo l caree r. 
One in  20. o r 5 3  p e rc e n t said they had b rough t a gun.

■ I n  C a lifo rn ia in  the 1988-89 school year, assaults w e re up 
16 p e rc e n t to 69,191. A rm ed assaults w e re up 25 pe rcen t 
o ve r th e p re v io u s year, to 1330.

3CWSOE BOItALD a 3TI?HDa. natmkal scaoct aA irrr crm rx

o n ly casua lty th a t day— he took a bu lle t 
th ro ugh the rig h t w n s t and missed 13 day* 
on the job. Now he's back a t Woodson 
N o rth . " I  t r y  to keep as many k id * aa busy 
as I can w ith  as many activ ities as I can. "h e  
says. " I t 's  calm here, bu t i t ’s always in the 
back o f you r m ind: i t could happen aga in ." 
The kids, on the o ther hand, seem to have 
fo rgo tten a ll about i t  "These kid« see a lo t - 
o f death. They don’t get much rhnn rfl a t 
ch i ld hood." Notree says. "W hen I was 
g row ing up, we used our fists. These Icirto 
have guns. The respect fo r life  ia no th in g ."
Cops and school offic ials say very few 

guns are ac tua lly obtained in  school. In ­
stead, according to experts lik e Ronald
D. Stephens, executive d ire c to r o f the Na­
tio n a l School Safety Center in Westlake 
V illage , Ca lif., 80 to 90 percent o f the guns 
th a t w ind upbe ing seized by school offic ia ls 
come from  the home. They are usua lly the 
paren ts ' guns, and th a t fact has led some 
sta tes to impose new res tric tions on gun 
owne rsh ip . Califo ’ n in . fo r pvnmpl^  now 
makes parents c r im in a lly responsible fo r 
shootings invo lv ing th e ir ch ild ren .
Teacher hostsgs: A te rr ify in g inc id en t in  

D a lton . Ga., Ia3t week has helped fue l a 
s im ila r e ffo rt in the Georgia Leg is la ture . In 
th e Da lton case, a 13-year*old boy came to 
school w ith  a loaded .22-caliber rif le  and 
took h is teacher hostage in a classroom a t 
V a lle y P o in t M idd le SchooL P rin c ip a l N ic k  
Own bey w en t to the classroom and con­
fron ted the boy, who fin a lly hnnd*d over 
th e rif le . The boy. whose nnma was no t 
released by autho ritie s , was charged w ith  
aggravated assault and false im prison ­
m en t. The Georgia version o f a paren ta l- 
re spon s ib ility b ill has a lready passed the 
House o f Delegates, though its prospects in 
the Senate are uncerta in .
B u t few fam ilies in Georgia o r anywhere 

else seem ready to do what i t takes to stop 
the k idd le arm s race. The days o f zip guna 
and Satu rday -n igh t specials are over.

These days, teenagers rou tin e ­
ly  pack top -o f the -line weapons 
lik e 357 magnums. 9-mm sem i­
automatics and even Uzi as­
sau lt rifles. " I  have friends who 
are proud they 've ta u gh t th e ir 
ch ild ren gun safety and m a r ia - 
m ansh ip ," says George Sam i, 
d ire c to r o f safety and secu rity 
fo r Chicago puh lic school*. " I t  
doesn’t  occur to them th a t 
when the k id runs in to  d iffic u l­
ty , he 'll remember where th a t 
weapon is .”  Sams also sees 
stree t gangs as a m a jo r source 
o f weapons used by kids. "W e 
fin d these k ids w ith  these beau­
t i f u l Uria and 357a,”  he say*. 
"Good weapons are expensive 
and tlm d rug money is f a i t  P a r­
ents say they never noticed th a t 
th e ir son was w earing J150
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sneakers a rd  rid in g a new m ''to rcyc le . I 
spen t a lo t o f years in hom icide. Parents i 
w i l l te l l you, T never knew he was in a gang’ I 
a ll the w ay to the morgue."
W ha t ia going on in many b ig -c ity schools I 

today is a perverse and deadly sort o f tr ic k - i 
ledown effect. O lder kids— tho boys, any- i 
way— fla u n t guns and th e ir membership in i 
gangs as m arks o f status. Younger kids get I 
guns, too— sometimes to emu la te the gang- | 
bangers, sometimes ju s t to keep from beine i 
beaten up o r shaken down fo r th e ir lunch i 
money. These kids fin a lly jo in  gangs, says i 
John Cochran, a Los Angeles you th coun- i 
selor. "w hen they get tire d o f being beaten i 
up. Then they have a gun in th e ir nano. i 
the y k i l l th e ir firs t person, and th a t ’s it. I t ’s I 
g lam orous and i t ’s powerfuL" The th re a t o f i 
v io le n t c rim e ia very rea l to m il­
lions o f Am erican schoolchil- 
d ren . A  na tion a l survey con­
ducted by the U B . Bureau o f 
Jus tice S ta tis tics last yea r 
showed, fo r instance, th a t more 
th an 400,000 students between 
the ages o f 12 and 19 say they 
have been the v ic tim s o f v io le n t 
c rim e , and th a t younger c h il­
d ren a re more lik e ly to repo rt 
v ic tim iz a t io n than older teens.
C lou range Take, fo r exam­

ple, the k ids a t Parrne Lee E le ­
m en ta ry School in  downtown 
Los Angeles. Panne Lee is a 
school w he re k ids like K r is ta l, 
who is 10. see crack deals a t 
ve ry close range. "They se ll 
d rugs and they t r y  to get the 
hookers to buy them ,” K r is ta l

says, p o in tin g to a building across the 
street. "Tw o boys named Slum p and Ju ju 
died the re ." A n o th e r Parrne Lee studen t, 
Don tay M cDay , says she doesn 't lik e  to p lay 
outside he r house. ‘T m  scared because a lo t 
o f gang members go by m y house. I see 
police a lo t," she saya. And E ric , a fo u rth  
grader, says he doesn 't lik e to ta lk  about 
the violence in  th e  ne ig hbo rh ood W hy not? 
"The gangs m ig h t hea r you ," E r ic  ravs.
The obvious ques tion , fo r anyone who 

cares about c h ild re n , is w ha t a ll th is is 
doing to the k id s . M en ta l-h e a lth experts 
are in c rea s ing ly concerned abou t the psy­
chologica l im p a c t o f ceaseless v io lence on 
c ity kids. C h ild re n , th e y say. a re durab le 
and re s il ie n t a nd the effec t o f v io le n t d ra ­
ma on te levis ion, is u su a lly o ve rs ta te d B u t

L if e  o n  t h e  F r o n t  L i n s

■ “ F ire d r i l l" doesn 't m ean w h a t i t used to . 
Oakland and Los Angeles. Calif-, and even 
towns like Coke rille . W yo „ have d r ills  to teach 
youngsters to h it the f lo o r w h en th e y hea r 
gunfire.

■ A n  Illin o is s tu dy show ed th a t o ne in 12 pub lic 
high-school s tuden ts re p o r te d  be ing th e v ic tim  
of a phys ica l a ttack in s ch o o l o r on the w ay to 
schooL One in  12 also s a id h e ’d  stayed hom e 
from schoo l one o r m o re  days o u t o f fear.

■T ea che rs , too . a re w o r r ie d  A  1990 su rve y 
found th a t 20 pe rcen t h a d been th re a te n e d

xxm x bonald a T tvnxta. national school sa tx tt cwrxs

today, m illio n s o f young Am eri­
cana a re ro u tin e ly  confronted 
w ith  re a l- life  violence— in the 
home, in  th e neighborhood and 
sometim es in  th e echooL A  sur­
vey conducted la s t summer by 
the U n iv e rs ity  o f A labam a at 
B irm in gh am  showB, fo r exrtr i­
p le, th a t 43 percen t o f a sam­
p le o f in n e r-c ity  ch ild ren age 
7 to 19 say th e y have actua l­
ly  w itnessed a hom icide. To 
U A B  soc io log is t K ev in Rich­
a rdson, such find ings suggest 
an ep idem ic o f posttraum atic 
stress syndrom e. Posttraum at- 
ic stiosa , he says, "has s ign ifi­
c a n t deve lopm en ta l im plica ­
tio n s fo r these ch ild re n ”  i f  on ly 
because i t  takes energy and w ill 
to keep the n igh tm a re s away. 
"T h e y see i t eve ry d ay, and they 
t r y  n o t to le t i t  a ffec t them too 
m uch ,”  R icha rdson aaya. "B u t 
we know  fo r a fa c t th a t i t ’s af­
fe c tin g th em .”
SnMkar m urde r The end re­

s u lt— o r one o f them , any­
w ay— is a gene ra tio n o f stree t­

wise, b a ttle -h a rd ened k id s who pre 
desensitized to v io lence and g r ie f K ids 
who have seen e ve ry th in g — k ids likw the 
su rv iv o rs o f c iv i l w a r in  Lebanon and 
N o rth e rn  Ire la n d . H ow else to exp la in 
K en ya tta M ile s o f P liila d e lp h ia . who n u  
sentenced to dea th la s t week fo r shooting 
ano th e r boy fo r h is sneakers? " I t  s t i l l 
a in ’t  go ing to b r in g  h im  back ," M iles 
ta un ted th e  boy's fa m ily  w hen h is sen­
tence was announced . A n d how elso to 
exp la in th e  fa c t th a t a u th o r it ie s in Mon­
te rey, C a lif . , uncove red what, appeared to 
be a p lo t b y 11 ju n io r -h igh-school students 
to shoo t a classm ate to oeath? The m u r­
der. fo r tu n a te ly , neve r took place— but 
tw o 13-vear-o lds and a 14-year-old accom­
p lice have p leaded g u i l ty  .o consp iracy to 
com m it m ans la u g h te r. A u th o r it ie s s til l 
a re n 't su re w h y th e y d id it .
W ha t a l l U iis says to people lik e  Lea B u r­

ton , c h ie f o f po lice fo r th e H ous ton Inde ­
pendent School T is tr ic f , is th a t i t  is fin a lly 
tim e to re s tr ic t th e a v a ila b i l i ty  o f hand­
guns na tio nw id e . B u t th e re is l i t t le  sign o f a 
b re a k th ro u g h in  th e long impasse over 
handgun con tro l, and w a r-w ea ry observers 
lik e R ita  W a lte rs , a Loo Ange les c ity  coun- 
c ilw om an , a re pess im is tic th a t effective 
leg is la tion can be passed. M eanw h ile , as 
she says, gun v io lence con tinues a t a level 
th a t can o n ly  suggest a n a t io n a l cha rac te r 
flaw . A nd i f  th a t ia w h a t i t is— th e Am e r i­
can disease— i t  can be no su rp r ise o u r c h il­
d ren have i t , too.

Ton M oko an th a u unth PcT ia A x x ix  in Houston, John M cCo im icxu iCU ce^ i 
P a t W ih o b b tu i Washington. D oxxa Foo t* 

in ln tA n ft la . H ow a id M a k l t  i» AUbjUb, 
P a tb ic ta K i n a  in San Francisco and burm nnpora
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How to Keep Kids Sale
Teachers, principals and parents can help

S c
*
t

| chool violence has become a dismal 
| fac t o f life , ye t m any educs mra con- 
't in u e  to respond w ith  noc-m-iuy- 

schoo lyan i deniaL N o t George S.™<; an 
ex cop who in June 1990 became d ire c to r 
o f safety and secu rity fo r Chicago's 
410.000 public-echool students . W ith h is 
fo rm e r police comrades. Sams launched 
a prog ram called SAFE : Schools A re Fo r

I act on the iesa s tr in g e n t s tanda rd o f rea- 
i sonahle susp ic ion . In  Chicago, once a 
I guard 's susp ic ions p rove on ta rge t, a po- 
I lice officer can m ake th e a rres t, 
i Lega lity aside, m a n y school-aafety ex- 
! perta w o rry  abou t tu r n in g  campuses in to 
i armed campe. A rg u a b ly , the message 
I search-and-eeiza ta c tic s convey to k ids is: 
i don ’t get caugh t. In s te ad , m any educa-

XXNKUUAY
A TrtgbteoNt ttc t ot Dk 0m of 0m vtedrea of text woek's doubte nurUcr to Kow fork

Education . Since the p rog ram  began, he 
says, the re hasn 't been a sing le ahooung 
in th e d is tr ic t du rin g schooi hours.
O pera tion SAFE hasn ’t cleared a ll the 

guns ou t o f Chicago's schools, b u t its suc­
cess has in tr ig u e d o th e r d is tr ic ts . N ea rly 
a q ua rte r o f a ll m a jo r u rban h igh schools 
now use m e ta l detectors; w ha t's d iffe ren t 
in  Chicago is the su rp rise factor. The 
d is tr ic t moves its th ree w a lk -th ro ugh de­
tec to rs from  school to school on a random 
basis. "A  lo t o f school d is tr ic ts w an t to 
p u t detectors in  eve ry school and use 
tnem  eve ry day," says Lams. " I t  won’ t 
w o rk . I f  k ids know th e y have to pass 
th ro ugh a m e ta l detecto r, they ’ l l get th e 
guns in to  schools th ro u g h w indows o r 
back doors." A no th e r key component is 
coopera tion between c ity  cope (150 o f 
th em  paid fo r by th e d is t r ic t to patro l 
Chicago’s 70 pub lic h ig h scb ools) and 412 
unarm ed secu rity officers. W h ile as a 
ru le  police searches requ ire probable 
cause, in  school Bettings au tho r itie s can

I to rsbe lie v fc jchoo law on ’tb e  
I safe unless th e y can fin d  a 
way to in s t i l l basic va lu e s o f 

i r ig h t and w rong , and teach 
I young peopie to respec t 
| themselves and o th e rs .
I Some o f th e best p roposa ls 
I from  the n a t io n ’s expe rts :
I ■ Teach tha ta a r iia r r 
I Teacher t ra in in g  needs to  
I prepare in s tru c to rs to  dea l 
I w ith d is ru p tiv e s tu de n ts 
i and to b reak up fig h ts — be- 
I fore they escalate in to  m u r - 
i der. The N a tio n a l Schoo i 
| Safety C en te r (N S SO  has developed a 
l tra in in g  p ro g ram  in  c ris is p reven tion , 
i management and re s o lu t io n . Too m any 
I teachers come to class unp repa ra d— lik e 
I the one w ho to ld  NSSC execu tive direc- 
I to r Ronald O. S tephens, " I  go t m y tra in - 
I ing the day th e k id s  po in te d the gun 
| a t m y face.”
i ■ Teach the c h idewx Schools need to

id en tify fig h t-p r jn e  k id s w hen th e y 're 
young and in troduce th em  to Dcmviolant 
a! ta iuanves. Schools can he lp by o ffe ring 
peer m ed ia tion , c lea r-cu t s tanda rds fo r 
behavior and cons isten t d isc ip lin e . B u t 
the lessons have to beg i'; a t home. Re­
searchers believe th a t c h ild re n  w ho w it- 

J ness v io len t a lte rca tion s am ong paren ts 
i are lik e ly to use weapons themselves. In  
i certa in commun ities , Buch v io lence is fa r 
I from ra re . In  a study pub lished in  1990, 
| Chicago p sych ia tris t C a rl B e ll fo u nd th a t 
j 74 percent o f th e 1,000 in n e r -d ty  school­
ch ild ren screened had w itnessed a  k i l l ­
ing, stabbing, shoo ting o r robbe ry .
a C * lovofv«t Schools need m o re adu lts 

on campus to provide supe rv is io n . Pau l 
K inge ry , d ire c to r o f h e a lth  p rom o tio n a t 
Texrs A icM  U n iv e rs ity , believes p r in c i­
pals should have parents conduc t "sa fe ty 
watches," especia lly a t tensa even ts such 
as foo tba ll games. Businesses can he lp by 
g iv ing tim e o ff fo r employees w ho w a n t to 
partic ipa te in  school p rog ram s. A n d pa r­
ents should pay a tte n tio n to irigna th e ir 
kids may be hang ing o u t w ith  a bad 
crowd— i f teens sudden ly have a lo t o ' 
cash to th row  around , fo r exam p le .
■ Keep weapons m y  from t id e  A n  esti­

mated 80 to 90 percen t o f g u c - to t in g  kids 
get th e ir firea rm s a t home. Lea B u r to n , a 
man who6e job as ch ie f o f po lice fo r 'Hous­
ton 's schools is its e lf a s ign o f th e dmea, 
believes comm un itie s shou ld condnct 
programs to teach parents how to  hand le 
and store th e ir guns. Severa l s ta te *, in ­
c lud ing C a lifo rn ia , Iowa , C onnecticu t 
and F lo rida , now have laws th a t malm 
adulta responsib le fo r c rim es com m itte d 

by ch ild re n w ie ld in g  th e ir 
weapons. B u t w h ile  i t ’s im ­
p o r ta n t to keep firea rm s 
away from  k ids , fo rb id d in g 
toy guns m ig h t a c tu a lly 
backfire . C h ild re n need to 
discharge th e ir aggressive 
feelings, n o t b o ttle  them  
up. "S hoe ting games pro ­
v ide Outlets fo r H rrm n n lg t. 
ed fru s tra t io n s and thus 
are ap t to reduce th em ," 
w ro te :h ild  psychologist, 
B runo B e tte ihe im .
■ la the maattdnn, to  reedy 

to dude C itie s lik e  O ak land 
and Los Ange les, a nd even 
sm e ll towns such aa Cake- 

v ille , W yo„ have s ta rte d DBS (d rive -by 
shooting) d r i l ls  and "d ro p d r i l ls , "  teach ­
ing k ids how to h i t the flo o r w h en gun fire 
breaks out. I t 's  a sad day w hen DBS re ­
places the ABCs, b u t fo r too m a n y kids, 
the No. 1 lesson is s ta y in g a live .

E lo is i S a lh o a * mitk
BaXIAXA KAMTIOWITXBltAw Yori,

John I d c C o t u i c t  m Chicago axdburm iartpora
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Date of Committee Action: 10

The HEALTH, EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES Committee considered: HB 418

HOUSE BILL NO. 418 EXTEND BOARD OF PAROLE
"An Act extending the termination date of the Board of Parole; and providing for an effective date."

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
be replaced w ith_______

1 1 the same tide 
.1 ] a new title

] have attached amendments(s) 
do pass 

] do not pass 
] no recommendations 
] individual recommendations 
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1994 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
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House HESS
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Other
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Estimate of any current year (FY94) cost $ n

POSITIONS

FULL-TIME

PART-TIME

TEMPORARY
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The Parole Board is c o n t a i n e d  in the d e p a r t m e n t ' s  proposed FY95 budget.
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A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E MINORITY WHII*
3111 C STREET 

ANCHORAGE. ALASKA '39503 
1*31371 5lil-2U3'l 

FAX: 1*30 73

CHAIR 
CHILDREN’S CAUCUS

STATE CAPITOL 
IUNEAU, ALASKA 99110 I -11132 

(90/1 405-3875 
FAX: no/-465-:'2y-i

HEALTH, EDUCATION 
& SOCIAL SERVICES

STATE AFFAIRS

R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  B E TT Y E  DAVIS
ECONOMIC TASK 

FORCE

D I S T R I C T  21

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  
H E  4 1 8  - E X T E N D I N G  T H E  B O A R D  O F  P A R O L E

HB 41 8  w ould ex tend  th e  B oard of Parole for th e  c u s to m a ry  four- 
y e a r pe riod  u n d e r  A.S. 44 .66 .010(c). U nder c u r re n t  law , a n d  w ith o u t 
p a ssa g e  of th is  leg isla tion , th e  B oard  is sch ed u led  to s u n s e t  on J u n e  
30, 1994.

T he S ta te  B oard of Parole w as c rea ted  in  1960 a n d  h a s  b een  an  
e sse n tia l co m p o n en t o f A la sk a 's  c rim in a l ju s t ic e  sy s tem . T here  a re  
c u rre n tly  7 0  fe lons on p a ro le  su p e rv is io n . E a c h  y e a r, a b o u t 4 0 0  
p r i s o n e r s  a re  e lig ib le  to  be  r e le a s e d  to  d is c r e t io n a r y  p a ro le  
su p e rv is io n  for a  p o rtion  of th e ir  sen ten ce . In add ition , 500  p riso n e rs  
a re  re leased  to  m an d a to ry  paro le  superv is ion  for a  period  equal to one- 
th ird  of th e ir  sen ten ce .

E x p ira tio n  of th e  P a ro le  B o a rd  w ill n o t  a l te r  th e  s t a te 's  
re s p o n s ib i l i ty  u n d e r  T itle  3 3 , C h a p te r  16, w h ic h  p ro v id e s  for 
p r is o n e rs  to  be e lig ib le  for a n d  su p e rv ise d  on  d is c re tio n a ry  a n d  
m an d a to ry  paro le . T he S ta te  will a lm o st certa in ly  be a  p a r ty  to costly  
litig a tio n  to  d e te rm in e  th e  legal s t a tu s  of p r iso n e rs , p a ro le e s  a n d  
v ic tim s.

The B oard  of Parole h a s  b een  an  effective vehicle in  a d m in is te r in g  th e  
paro le  p ro cess . I u rge y o u r s u p p o r t  of HB 418.



S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

Boards and C o m m i s s i o n s

PAROLE BOARD

B O A R D :  S t a t e  B o a r d  o f  P a r o l e

B O A R D  I D E N T I F I C A T I O N  N U M B E R :  0 7 5

D E P A R T M E N T :  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o r r e c t i o n s

AUTHORITY: A S  3 3 . 1 6 . 0 2 0

S T A T U S :  A c t i v e

S U N S E T  D A T E :  J u n e  3 0 ,  1 9 9 3

R E Q U I R E M E N T S :  F i n a n c i a l  D i s c l o s u r e

P R O H I B I T I O N S :  M e m b e r s  m a y  n o t  b e  a n  o f f i c e r  o r  e m p l o y e e  o f  t h e  s t a t e .

T E R M :  5  y e a r s

D E S C R I P T I O N :  5  m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  b y  G o v e r n o r ,  G o v e r n o r  c h o o s e s  c h a i r ;  a p p o i n t m e n t s  a r e  
m a d e  w i t h  d u e  r e g a r d  f o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  e t h n i c ,  r a c i a l ,  s e x u a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  p o p u l a t i o n s  
o f  t h e  s t a t e :  1 m e m b e r  w h o  r e s i d e s  in  t h e  f i r s t  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t ,  1 in  t h e  t h i r d  ju d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t ,  
a n d  1 m e m b e r  w h o  r e s i d e s  in  e i t h e r  t h e  s e c o n d  o r  f o u r t h  ju d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t s ;  a t  l e a s t  1 a p p o i n t e e  
m u s t  h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e  in  t h e  f ie ld  o f  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e .

F U N C T I O N :  T h r o u g h  h e a r i n g s  a u t h o r i z e s  p a r o l e  r e l e a s e s ,  e s t a b l i s h e s  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  p a r o l e ,  a n d  
r e v o k e s  p a r o l e  f o r  c a u s e ;  c o m p l e t e s  c l e m e n c y  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .

C H A I R :  G o v e r n o r  s e l e c t s .

S P E C I A L  F A C T S :  A d j u d i c a t o r y .  Q u o r u m  - 3  m e m b e r s .  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o n f i r m a t i o n  is  r e q u i r e d  
b y  s t a t u t e ,  b u t  n o t  p e r m i s s i b l e  u n d e r  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .

C O M P E N S A T I O N :  S t a n d a r d  T r a v e l  a n d  P e r  D i e m .  R e c e i v e  h o n o r a r i u m  o f  $ 1 5 0  p e r  d a y .  

M E E T I N G S :  A s  o f t e n  a s  n e c e s s a r y ,  b u t  a t  l e a s t  4  t i m e s  p e r  y e a r .

F O R  F U R T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N  C O N T A C T :  M r .  R i c h a r d  E. C o l l u m ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r ,  S t a t e  
B o a r d  o f  P a r o l e ,  D O C ,  P .O .  P c -  1 1 2 0 0 0  M / S  2 0 0 0 ,  J u n e a u ,  A K ,  9 9 8 1 1  2 0 0 0 ,
P h o n e :  9 0 7  4 6 5  3 3 8 4
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S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

Boards and C o m m i s s i o n s

M e m b e r

David  F. C o o p e r  
Crim inal J u s t i c e  
P .O .  Box 2 6 4  
P a lm er ,  AK 9 9 6 4 b

Elsa D e m e k s a  
P u b l ic /R e s t r ic te d  
1 7 8 5  E v e rg re e n  A v e n u e  
J u n e a u ,  AK 9 9 8 0 1

J a m e s  E. M cLain  
P u b l ic /R e s t r ic te d  
5 3 2  L o n g s p u r  L oop  
F a irb a n k s ,  AK 9 9 7 0 9

A lo n z o  P a t t e r s o n ,  J r .  
P u b l ic /R e s t r ic te d  -- C hair  
P 0 .  B ox 2 0 0 1 5 6  
A n c h o r a g e ,  AK 9 9 5 0 1

A lo n zo  P a t t e r s o n ,  J r .  
C ha ir  T e rm  D a te s  O n ly /  
G o v e r n o r  D e s ig n a t io n ,

M ary  E. V o l le n d o rf  
P u b l ic /R e s t r ic te d  
8 2 5 0  H o m e r  Drive 
A n c h o r a g e ,  AK 9 9 5 1 8

M e m b e r s h i p  R o s t e r  
P A R O L E  B O A R D  ( 0 7 5 )

A p p o in t e d  R e a p p o i n t e d

0 2 / 1 5 / 8 4  1 2 / 1 2 / 8 9

0 1 / 0 1 / 9 2

0 1 / 0 1 / 9 3

0 2 / 1 7 / 8 4  0 1 / 0 8 / 9 1

0 1 / 0 8 / 9 1

0 1 / 0 1 / 9 4

T e r m  E xp . 

0 1 / 0 1 / 9 5

0 1 / 0 1 / 9 7

0 1 / 0 1 / 9 8

0 1 / 0 1 / 9 6

0 1 / 0 1 / 9 6

0 1 / 0 1 / 9 9

(Revisad Docambor 2 3 , 1993)
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D E P A R T M E N T  O F  C O R R E C T I O N S

B O A R D  OF  P A R O L E

WALTER J. HICKEL, GOVERNOR

ALASKA BOARD OF PAROLE 
P.O. BOX T
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99311-2000 
PHONE: (907) 465-3334 
FAX: (907) 465-2006

A lonzo B. Patte rson, J r ., Chairm an 
Dolores G . W e ile r , V ice Chairperson 
D av id F . C oope r, M em ber 
Elsabeth Detneksa, M em be r 
James E . M cL a in . M em be r

December 30, 1993

To the Honorable Walter J. Hickel, Governor 
and the Honorable Members o f the Alaska 
State Legislature and the Citizens of the 
State o f Alaska:

Ladies and Gentlemen:

It is my pleasure to offer the Annual Report o f the Alaska Board o f Parole for the calendar year 
1993. I believe you will find the information contained in this report to be both interesting and 
informative.

The Board and the Department o f Corrections are faced with many challenges. Ai the forefront 
is the growing prisoner population and the limits o f our resources. The Board takes a great deal 
o f pride in the dedication and commitment to excellence exemplified by our adm inistrative staff 
and by the Department’s employees during the last year. Often employees go beyond the call 
o f duty to bring about positive change in many who have known only failure.

We as a Board are first and foremost accountable to the citizens o f A laska and we will endeavor 
to uphold their trust through informed decision-making and successful reintegration o f the 
offender back to the community.

Sincerely,.
, )  /  /y

Alohzo Be Patterson, Jr. 
Chairman

20-08LH
primed on recycled o o p e r 0 y C.D
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M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T

A la s k a  B o a r d  o f  P a ro le

OUR MISSION IS

To p r o t e c t  the p u b l i c  by focusing on risk and by m a k i n g  
careful, just and e q u i t a b l e  parole decisions.

To have a clear, a r t i c u l a t e  policy and numer i c a l  g u i d e l i n e s  so 
the public, o f f e n d e r s  and criminal justice c o m p o n e n t s  can 
easily u n d e r s t a n d  d i s c r e t i o n a r y  p a r o l e  r e l e a s e  decisions.

To have p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  t r a ined Board Members, w i t h  close ties 
to the community, w h o  are  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the ethnic, 
racial, sexual, and cul tural p o p u l a t i o n s  of the state.

To use D e p a r t m e n t  and c o m m u n i t y  r e s o u rces as a b ridge to help 
p a r o l e e s  become c o n t r i b u t i n g  m e m b e r s  of society.

To set r e a l istic  parol e c o n d i t i o n s  and to r e t u r n  to p rison 
those who show t h e y  will not be law-abiding.

1



O U R  S T A T U T O R Y  O B L I G A T I O N S

AS 33.16.100(a) The Board may authorize the release of a 
prisoner on discretionary parole if it determines that a 
reasonable probability exists that:

(1) the prisoner will live and remain at liberty without 
violating any lav/s or conditions imposed by the Board;

(2) the prisoner's rehabilitation and reintegration into 
society will be furthered by release on parole;

(3) the prisoner will not pose a threat of harm to the public 
if released on parole; and

(4) release of the prisoner on parole would not diminish the 
seriousness of the crime.

AS 33.16.010(d) A prisoner released on discretionary or 
mandatory parole is subject to the conditions of parole 
imposed under AS 33.16.150.

AS 33.16.220 The Board may revoke parole for conduct in 
violation of AS 33.16.150(a) or (b).



O U R  R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S

T o  A la sk a  C itizens

T o  k e e p  r e f i n i n g  our a b i l i t y  to s elect p e r s o n s  for p a r o l e  who 
will s u c ceed as l a w - a b i d i n g  citizens; to h e l p  p a r o l e e s  become 
p r o d u c t i v e  c i t i z e n s  for the benefit of society, t h e m s e l v e s  and 
t h e i r  families; and to use our r e v o c a t i o n  a u t h o r i t y  w i s e l y  and 
to p r o m p t l y  r e t u r n  to p r i s o n  those p a r o l e e s  who p r e s e n t  a 
d a n g e r  to the community.

T o  V ic tim s

To w e l c o m e  and c o n s i d e r  views a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  from crime 
v i c t i m s  and t h e i r  f a m ilies and to r e s p o n d  p o s i t i v e l y  to their 
r e g u e s t s  for i n f o r m a t i o n  and notification.

T o  C o r re c t io n s  E m p lo y ee s

To p r o v i d e  leadership, t r a i n i n g  and r e s o u r c e s  so they can 
p e r f o r m  their job e f f e c t i v e l y  and efficiently.

T o  O ffe n d e rs

To c o n s i d e r  each o f f e n d e r  as an i ndivi d u a l  by one set of 
s t a n d a r d s  and to p r o v i d e  a fair and u n b i a s e d  hearing; to 
p r o v i d e  r e a l i s t i c  p a r o l e  c o n d i t i o n s  and helpful  p o s itiv e 
supervision.

T o  Ju s t ic e

To u p h o l d  a p p r o p r i a t e  punishment, to a d v a n c e  equal t r e a t m e n t  
of o f f e n d e r s  s e rvi ng for s i milar o f f e n s e s  with similar 
h i s t o r i e s  and needs, and to work  wi t h  oth er j u st ice compo n e n t s  
to r educ e criminality.

3



T H E  B O A R D  M E M B E R S

Chairman Alonzo B. Patterson, Jr. was appointed to the Board in 
February 1984 by Governor Sheffield. He was reappointed by 
Governor Sheffield in 1986 and by Governor Hickel in 1991. 
Reverend Patterson is the pastor of Shiloh Missionary Baptist 
Church in Anchorage. He has a Bachelor of Arts Degree in 
Psychology from the University of Alaska/Anchorage, and a 
Doctor of Divinity Degree from the American Bible Institute. 
Reverend Patterson is a resident of Anchorage.

Member David Cooper was appointed by Governor Sheffield in February 
1984. He was reappointed by Governor Sheffield in 1986 and 
again by Governor Cowper in 1990. He has an Associate Arts 
Degree in Behavioral Science from the University of Alaska/ 
Anchorage. Mr. Cooper is retired from the position of 
Assistant Superintendent at the Palmer Correctional Center 
after 19 years of exemplary service. He was born and raised 
near Ninilchik. He and his family operate a commercial 
fishing business in Cook Inlet. Mr. Cooper is a resident of 
Palmer.

Member Elsabeth Demeksa was appointed by Governor Hickel in 1992. 
She has a Bachelor of Arts Degree in English Literature from 
New York State University. Ms. Demeksa is the owner, manager 
of a women's apparel store. From 1980 to 1991 she was an Aide 
to the Alaska Legislature, the last two years as Chief of 
Staff to the House Minority Leader. She is active in numerous 
women's and family organizations, and in 1984 was honored as 
one of the Outstanding Young Women of America. Ms. Demeksa is 
a resident of Juneau.

Member James McLain was appointed by Governor Hickel in 1993. He 
has a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Criminal Justice from the 
University of Alaska/Fairbanks and was the Justice Student of 
the Year in 1988. He is currently employed as a paralegal. 
Mr. McLain is a resident of Fairbanks.

Member Mary Vollendorf was appointed by Governor Hickel in 1994.
She has a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Political Science/Pre Law 
from the University of Northern Arizona University. Since 
graduation from college she has worked for sev.ral 
legislators. Ms. Vollendorf is a resident of Anchorage.

4
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T H E  E M P L O Y E E S  O F  T H E  P A R O L E  B O A R D

During 1993 the administrative office of the Board was located at 
the corner of 4th & Harris, Juneau, Alaska. As of January 21, 1994 
the office will be located at 802 Third St., Douglas, Alaska. Our 
mailing address is:

Alaska Board of Parole 
P.O. Box 112000 
Juneau, Alaska 99811-2000 
Phone: (907) 465-3384
Fax: (907) 465-2006

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
R ic h a r d  E . Co l lum

The Executive Director is appointed by the Board and is responsible 
for day to day operations of the agency. The Executive Director 
attends parole release hearings and parole revocation hearings and 
provides technical assistance to the Board.

Secretary I Clerk Typist III
Geo rg in a  W e i t z e l  Mary Engdah l

PAROLE ADMINISTRATOR
Donna E . White

The Parole Administrator assists the Executive Director in agency 
administration and supervision of the staff. The Parole 
Administrator is a resource for parole officers to use in the daily 
management of cases, scheduling hearings and compiling statistics.

PAROLE BOARD OFFICER
D a n i e l  L .  S t r o e i n g

The Parole Board Officer assists the Parole Administrator and 
handles conditions of supervision and Executive Clemency 
applications and investigation.

5



T H E  P A R O L E  B O A R D

Society through legislation has determined that some people who 
commit crimes must be incarcerated in correctional institutions as 
a deterrent to others and for punishment for their crime, as well 
as for protection of the public and for reformation. The optimum 
period of time that will meet this criteria, for any given crime, 
is unknown and consequently sentence length varies considerably 
across the United States. We know from experience that a number of 
offenders can be released to community supervision prior to the 
expiration of their sentences without jeopardizing the public and 
at a tremendous cost savings to the public.

The Alaska Board of Parole was created by the legislature at the 
time of statehood to fulfill the State's constitutional requirement 
for a parole system. The Board was originally comprised of three 
volunteer members appointed by the Governor, the staff was provided 
by the Division of Corrections. In the mid 1 9 6 0 's the Board was 
increased to five members. In 1972, a separate parole office was 
created within the Department of Health and Social Services to make 
the Board independent of the Division of Corrections and provide 
the Board Members with their own administrative staff. When the 
Division of Corrections became the Department of Corrections in 
1984 the Board's Budget Request Unit was moved from Health and 
Social Services to this newly formed Department.

Prior to 1986, Board Members were appointed to fou.r year terms. 
Beginning January 1, 1986 the five members are appointed to
staggered five year terms. One term expires every year on December 
31. The Staff presently consists of an Executive Director, Parole 
Administrator, Parole Board Officer, a Secretary and a Clerk 
Typist.

In addition to holding discretionary parole release hearings, the 
Board holds parole revocation hearings on both mandatory parolees 
and discretionary parolees. The Board sets conditions of parole, 
conducts preliminary revocation hearings and preliminary recision 
hearings, and issues arrest warrants and subpoenas. During the 
years from 1984 to 1986, the Board reviewed cases in accordance 
with the Prisoner Overcrowding Emergency Conditional Commutation 
Plan. The staff conducts all of the Executive Clemency 
investigations for the Ex* •utive Clemency Advisory Committee and 
the Governor.

The Board meets quarterly in Fairbanks, Anchorage and Juneau. The 
Board meets quarterly as necessary in other areas which have a 
State Correctional Facility, such as Seward, Nome, Bethel, Kenai,

7



and Ketchikan. Occasionally it is necessary for the Board to 
travel outside Alaska to the Federal Bureau of Prisons Facilities 
and other contract institutions to hold parole hearings. The Board 
members are not state employees but are paid perdiem and travel 
expenses plus $150 compensation for each full day they are in 
s e s s i o n .

In 1981, following three years of research and analysis the Board 
adopted a parole guidelines model which rates a prisoner's social 
and criminal history to determine risk. This risk score is 
compared to the severity of the crime to determine a range of time 
the prisoner should serve prior to discrecionary parole. These 
guidelines were revised in 1983 based on criminal code revisions 
and again in 1989 following additional research into the validity 
of the risk factors.

THE HISTORY OF PAROLE ELIGIBILITY

Eligibility for discretionary parole and for mandatory parole has 
changed considerably over the last three decades since Statehood 
and has become extremely complicated. The following information is 
presented as a historical review of what has occurred and may 
provide some perspective on the limited numbers of prisoners who 
are currently eligible for release.

The Alaska legislature determined, with passage of the criminal 
code in 1960, that a prisoner sentenced to a term of at least 181 
days would be eligible for discretionary parole. Former AS 
33.15.180. Although there was no statutory minimum term a prisoner 
had to serve before release on paiole, the court had the discretion 
to set a minimum term, not to exceed one-third of the total 
sentence. Former AS 33.15.230(a)(1). No other restrictions or 
guidelines applied.

Effective May 16, 1974, the Alaska Legislature amended former AS
33.15.080 to require a prisoner to serve one-third of the period of 
confinement prior to being eligible for release on discretionary 
parole. In the case of a prisoner serving a life sentence, the 
mandatory minimum was set at fifteen years. In addition, former AS 
33.15.230(a)(1) was amended so the court could further restrict 
eligibility up to the maximum term.

In 1980, as part of the revised criminal code and with the 
inception of presumptive sentencing, parole eligibility was altered 
significantly. Crimes were grouped according to severity of the 
offense. Murder I, Murder II and Kidnapping were unclassified 
felonies. Murder I and II and Kidnapping were changed from a 
maximum term of life to a maximum term of 99 years. The mandatory



minimum for discretionary parole eligibility for Murder I was 
increased to 20 years [AS 12.55.125(a)] or one-third of the period 
of confinement (former AS 33.15.080), whichever was greater. The 
mandatory minimum term for Murder II and Kidnapping was set at five 
years [AS 12.55.125(b)] or one-third of the period of confinement, 
whichever was greater.

All other felony offenses were classified as A, B, or C felonies. 
First time felony offenders and all misdemeanor offenders with a 
sentence of 181 days or longer were eligible for parole after 
serving one-third of the period of confinement. The remaining 
felony offenders (those with one or more prior felony convictions) 
were to be given a non-parole eligible presumptive term. AS 
12.55.125. As in the past, the court could further restrict parole 
eligibility beyond the statutory minimums. AS 12.55.115.

The 1980 revised criminal code also provided for a Three-Judge 
Sentencing Panel (AS 12.55.175) to review cases with extraordinary 
circumstances. AS 12.55.165. The Three-Judge Panel may sentence 
a defendant to any sentence authorized under AS 12.55.015, 
including making an otherwise ineligible defendant eligible for 
parole.

Effective October 1, 1982, Sexual Assault I and Sexual Abuse of a 
Minor I, previously class A felonies, were moved to a new category 
of unclassified presumptive's (AS 12 . 55 .125 (i) ] and first tim«-. 
offenders were no longer eligible for parole. In addition, Class 
A first time offenders were now subject to presumptive terms and 
were not eligible for parole. AS 12.55.125(c).

Effective January 1, 1983, drug offenses were included in the
revised criminal code and Misconduct Involving a Controlled 
Substance in the First Degree became an unclassified felony with a 
five year mandatory minimum. AS 12.55.125(b).

Effective January 1, 1986, class A, B and C felony offenders
eligible for parole, had their parole eligibility reduced from one- 
third of the period of confinement to one-quarter. [AS 33.16.100 
(c)] In addition, enhanced or aggravated presumptive's were 
declared eligible for discretionary parole after completing the 
initial presumptive term plus the minimum (one-third or one- 
quarter) applicable to the enhanced portion of the term. [AS 
3 3 . 1 6 . 0 9 0 ( c ) ].

In order to correct what they believed to be a previous oversight 
the legislature made Class A offenders eligible for parole after 
serving one-^.hird of the period of confinement, effective September 
12, 1987. Eligibility on these offenders had been mistakenly
reduced the previous year to one-quarter along with class B and C 
offenders. [AS 33.16.100(d)].
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In 1988, it was determined an offender sentenced prior to 1986 to 
an enhanced (aggravated) presumptive sentence (AS 12.55.155(c)] was 
eligible for parole after serving the presumptive term, less good 
time, and at least one-third of the composite term. Merry v. 
S t a t e . 752 P.2d 475 (Alaska App. 1988). In 1990, it was determined 
an offender sentenced to a consecutive presumptive sentence prior 
to 1986 was eligible for parole after completion of the initial 
presumptive sentence, less good time, and after serving the 
applicable minimum (one-third or one-quarter) of the consecutive 
presumptive term.

It has been long established that good time does not reduce the 
minimum term for parole eligibility. Attorney General O p i n i o n . 
01/30/74, Mills v. S t a t e . 592 P . 2d 1247 (Alaska 1979). However 
good time does reduce the term of a presumptively sentenced 
prisoner and thus affects parole eligibility on enhanced 
presumptive sentences and consecutive presumptive sentences. AS 
33 . 1 6 . 0 9 0 (c).

Effective September 14, 1992, Three Judge Panel sentencing based on 
a finding of an exceptional potential for rehabilitation became 
more restrictive. After that date the panel is required to 
sentence the defendant to the presumptive term, shall order the 
defendant to participate in appropriate programs of rehabilitation, 
and may provide that the defendant is eligible for discretionary 
parole during the second half of the sentence imposed if the 
defendant successfully completes all rehabilitation programs 
ordered. AS 12.55.175(e), AS 33.16.090(e).

WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR DISCRETIONARY PAROLE NOW?

As indicated in the previous history of parole, the parole 
eligibility laws have become extremely complicated. A quick 
overview follows:

In order for a prisoner to be eligible for discretionary parole, 
the prisoner must be sentenced to a term of 181 days or more. In 
the case of classified felonies, first time class B and C offenders 
are eligible after serving one-quarter of their term. All other 
classified felonies and unclassified sex offenses fall under 
presumptive sentencing and are eligible for parole after serving 
the initial presumptive terms. Prisoners convicted of Unclassified 
felonies must serve mandatory minimums (20 yrs. for Murder in the 
first Degree, five years for all others) or one-third of the total 
term, w h 'chever is greater.



WHO IS ON MANDATORY PAROLE?

A prisoner who is not eligible for discretionary parole or has not 
been granted discretionary parole will be supervised on mandatory 
parole if the composite term the prisoner is serving is two (2) 
years or more. The term of mandatory parole is equal to the period 
of time the prisoner's sentence was reduced for good behavior, in 
most cases this is one-third of the total sentence.

Mandatory parole can be revoked prior to a prisoner's release to 
supervision if the prisoner does not comply with court ordered 
treatment while incarcerated. Once released from the institution, 
mandatory parole can be revoked by the Board if the prisoner 
violates a condition of the mandatory parole. A prisoner cannot 
refuse to be released to mandatory parole supervision.
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