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Resource Management Land. Land classified resource management is cither:

(1) land that might have a number of important resources but for which a specific resource allocation decision 
is not possible because of a lack of adequate resource, economic, or other relevant information, ot is not 
necessary because the land is presently inaccessible and remote and development is not likely to occur 
within the next 10 years; or

(2) land that contains one or more resource values, none of which is of sufficiently high value to merit 
designation as a primary use.

Settlement Land. An upland area classified settlement is land that is, by reason of its physical qualities and 
location, suitable for year-round or seasonal residential or private recreational use or for commercial or industrial 
development. Tideland, submerged land, or shoreland classified settlement is land that is suitable for floathomcs, 
or land that is immediately adjacent to upland areas with existing or proposed settlement and that will be managed 
to support those existing or proposed upland settlement uses.

Transportation Corridor Land. Land classified transportation corridor is identified for the location of easements 
and rights-of-way under AS 38.04.065(f), including transportation, pipeline, or utility corridor purposes, or is under 
consideration for a right-of-way lease.

Waterfront Development Land. Land classified waterfront development is tideland, submerged land, or shoreland 
that is suitable to be used for commercial or industrial activities such as fish processing, aquatic farming, mineral 
and log transfer facilities, or commercial recreation.

Water Resources Land. Land classified water resources encompasses watersheds or portions of watersheds and 
is suitable for such uses as water supply, watershed protection, or hydropower sites.

W ildlife Habitat Land. Land classified wildlife habitat is primarily valuable for:

(1) fish and wild,: • resource production, whether existing or through habitat manipulation, to supply sufficient 
numbers or a diversity of species to support commercial, recreational, or traditional uses on an optimum 
sustained yield basis; or

(2) a unique or rare assemblage of a single or multiple species of regional, state, or national significance.
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II. LAND DISPOSAL BANK

The Land Disposal Bank contains land classified for disposal.1 AS 38.04.020(d) requires that on January 15th 
of each year, the commissioner report to tire legislature the status of state land suitable for the following purposes 
within the land disposal bank.2

Homestead Disposal

A total o f 210,620 acres arc identified for homestead disposal and considered suitable for staking in the 
homestead program. Homestead land is classified as Agricultural Land for agricultural homesteads and as 
Settlement Land for non-agricultural homesteading.

Subdivision Disposal

An estimated 10,123 acres o f parcels foreclosed upon, relinquished or previously offered and not yet sold, 
are classified and suitable for disposal as subdivision parcels. These subdivision parcels include both surveyed 
homesite parcels and subdivisions available over-the-counter or in future lottery or auction sales.

Agricu ltu ra l, Commercial and Industria l Disposal

A total o f 344,512 acres are classified for agricultural purposes. Commercial and industrial land has been 
converted to the settlement classification. Tne bank contained about 1,640 acres o f land designated for 
commercial and industrial use as o f January 1, 1983.

Other Purposes

Mosf land is made available through the categories mentioned above. Certain land, however, is sold by 
auction in odd lots or for other special purposes. There is currently no land identified for other purposes.

Total Land in Disposal Bank

The total amount o f land in the disposal bank as of December 31, 1991, is estimated to be 549,732 acres.* This 
represents a decrease of 21,611 acres over 1990.

* This land is on the mental health hypothecated list, and is currently restricted from being offered in a land 
disposal program.

1 Lands must be classified into a disposal category before they are actually included in the Land Bank (AS 38.04.020(c)).

: Portions of the land disposal records are manually maintained. Therefore, while actual figures have been used in this report 
when available, conservative estimates are used in cases where they arc reasonably accurate and actual data collection time would 
substantially outweigh the marginal benefit which might be derived from more precise figures.
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III. LAND DISPOSAL INCOM E ACCOUNT

The revenue from the sale o f state land is deposited a special state Land Disposal Income Account within die state 
General Fund. The legislature may appropriate money for implementation o f state land disposal programs from 
this account. Under AS 38.04.02.2(b), the Department of Natural Resources is required to submit a report reflecting 
all money deposited in die fund during the prior fiscal year 30 days after the legislature convenes. During fiscal 
year 1991, approximately 6.5 million dollars were deposited in this account.
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IV. MINERAL ORDER REPORT

Approximately 6 million acres, or 4 percent o f state uplands is closed to new mineral entry under mineral closing 
orders. O f this acreage, about 46 percent has been closed in anticipation o f or to facilitate a disposal o f state 
interests in the land. The attached table indicates the effective date, purpose, acreage, and location of each closure 
on record.

State land may be closed to new mineral entry for the following reasons:

Land Disposals. The subsurface of land scheduled for disposal through future homesteading, homesite, 
subdivision, agricultural, commercial, or industrial use is generally closed to new mineral entry before state funds 
are committed for survey or on-site capital improvements. Since the subsurface remains in state ownership, land 
previously disposed of may also be closed.

Land Exchanges. State land is closed during the land exchange process to prevent the creation of third party 
interests from being established on the land pending finalization of the exchange.

Public Recreation/Wildlife Habitat Use. Areas such as campgrounds, archaeological sites, and important habitat 
areas may be closed if necessary to preserve public access, cultural resources, or the use o f resources.

Resource Development/Transportation Corridors. Material sites, pipeline or road corridors, and airports may be 
closed to new mineral entry i f mining would directly interfere with their operation or pose a security threat.

Reserved Use. Land may be closed i f it is being transferred to another agency or reserved as a future townsite.

Percent
Purpose of Closure Code Acreage Closed of Total

Land Disposals LD 2,892,007 46.0
Public Recreation
W ild life Habitat PR/WH 1,890,640 30.0

Land Exchange LE 594,076 9.5
Resource Development/
Transportation Corridor RD/TC 734,097 11.7

Reserved Use RU 174,080 2.8
Unknown UK 435 0.0

TOTAL 6,285,335 100.0
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MCO # EF f. DATE PURPOSE ACREAGE DESCRIPTION

LAND DISPOSALS

MCO 15 1969/2/13 LD 121.412 Pnrt Lyons Subdiv

MCO 45 1972/2/29 LD 440.900 Ester

MCO 46 1972/3/30 LD 5.950 Ester

MCO 67 1977/9/26 LD 0.000 NW AK Gas Land Disp

MCO 70 1980/9/9 LD 6,662.250 Anderson

MCO 71 1980/8/20 LD 8,622.793 June Creek

MCO 72 1980/8/20 LD 333.745 Minchumina

MCO 73 1980/9/9 LD 15,881.060 Potlach Ponds

MCO 74 1980/9/8 LD 697.000 Ketchikan Mount Pt.

MCO 75 1980/9/9 LD 1,280.000 Chena Ridge

MCO 76 1980/8/28 LD 2,560.000 Tok

MCO 77 1980/8/28 LD 3,840.000 Tok

MCO 78 1980/8/28 LD 48.166 Skagway

MCO 79 1980/8/28 LD 1,280.000 Haines

MCO 80 1960/8/28 LD 261.200 Petersburg

MCO 81 1980/8/28 LD 2.030 Wrangell

MCO 82 1980/8/28 LD 265.700 Ketchikan

MCO 83 1980/8/28 LD 1,024., 48 Gustavus

MCO 84 1980/8/28 LD 1,285.000 Yakutat

MCO 85 1980/8/28 LD 488.790 Shelter Island

MCO 86 1980/12/6 LD 6,789.110 Thome Bay

MCO 87 1980/8/28 LD 8,480.000 Fish Lakes Disposal

MCO 88 1980/8/28 LD 32,000.000 Skwentna Flats

MCO 89 1580/8/28 lD 5,760.000 Lockwood Lake

MCO 90 1980'8/28 LD 7,960.000 Kahiltna Flats

MCO 91 1980/8/26 LD 10,000.000 Indian River Remote

MCO 92 1980/8/28 LD 1,600.000 Dingiishna Hill

MCO 93 1980/8/28 LD 640.000 Bench Lake

MCO 94 1980/8/28 LD 20,000.000 Coal Creek

MCO 95 1980/8/28 i.D 1,28r  ̂ 00 Sourdough

MCO 96 1980/8/28 Li) fi.000.000 T" keoina Blufls

AMENDMENTS

MCO 67A3; MOO 383A 1981; 198-1

MOO 731A 

MCO 74A 1

1982/11/1

1981/3/4

98,390.000

(1,920.000)

67.210

MCO 80, .2 1981/3/23

DATE ACREAGE CLOSED NET ACREAGE 
AMENDED OR(OPENED) CLOSED

121.412

440.000 

5.950

98,390.000 

6,662.250 

8,622.793 

333.745 

13,961.060 

764.210 

1,280.000

2.560.000

3.840.000 

48.166

1.280.000 

261.200

2.030

265.700

1,024.748

1.285.000 

488.790

6,789.110

8.480.000

8,580.000 40,580.000
5.760.000

7.960.000 

10,000.000
1.600.000

640.000 

20,000.000
1,280.000

6,000.000

% OF 
TOTAL

'
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DATE ACREAGE CLOSED NET ACREAGE
MCO £ EFF. DATE PURPOSE ACREAGE DESCRIPTION AMENDMENTS AMENDED OR (OPENED) CLOSED

MCO 97 1980/8/28 LD 1,920.000 Chickaloon Bench MCO 97A1; M 00 97A2 1983/8/21 190.000 2,110.000
MCO 90 1980/8/28 LD 14,000.000 Peters Crook 14,000.000
MCO 99 1980/8/28 LD 9,000.000 Kenny Crook MCO 99A 1 1980/10/8 0.000 9,000.000
MCO 100 1980/8/28 LD 2,560.000 Enterprise Estates 2,560.000
MCO 101 1980/8/28 LD 15,000.000 Ninemile Creek 15,000.000
MCO 102 1980/8/28 LD 3,200.000 Canyon Lake 3,200.000
MCO 103 1980/8/28 LD 7,360.000 Talachulitna Lakes 7,360.000
MCO 104 1980/9/28 LD 29,240.000 Yenlo Hills MCO 104A1 1982/3/30 2,120.000 31,360.000
MCO 105 1980/8/28 LD 6,975.000 Hunts Creek 6,975.000
MCO 106 1980/9/9 LD 22,166.000 Washington Creek MOO 106A1; M 0 0 383A 1982; 1984 (5,943.000) 16,223.000
MCO 107 1980/9/16 LD 3,170.000 Chena Hot Springs MOO 383A 1984/3/16 (340.000) 2,830.000
MCO 108 1980/9/16 LD 584.620 Hay Stack MOO 383A 1984/3/16 (256.620) 328.000
MCO 109 1980/9/16 LD 1,280.000 Keystone MOO 383A 1984/3/11 (570.000) 710.000
MCO 110 1980/9/16 LD 700.000 Murphy 700.000
MCO 111 1980/11/3 LD 9,468.000 Overland 9,468.000

MCO 112 1980/9/16 LD 46,400.000 Kantishna MOO 112A1 1982/11/1 (19,721.000) 26,679.000
MCO 113 1980/9/16 LD 1,600.000 Nenana South 1,600.000
MCO 114 1980/9/16 LD 11,520.000 Slate Creek 11,520.000
MCO 115 1980/9/16 LD 3,900.000 Rex-Quota 3,900.000
MCO 116 1980/9/16 LD 160.000 Saicha AG 160.000
MCO 117 1980/9/16 LD 2,880.000 Tanana River West 2,880.000
MCO 119 1980/9/16 LD 190.000 Donley 190.000

MCO 120 1980/9/3 LD 1,920.000 Alder Creek 1,920.000

MCO 121 1980/10/6 LD 1,950.980 Pelican 1,950.980

MCO 122 1980/10/3 LD 35,200.000 Kichatna 35,200.000
MCO 123 1980/10/3 LD 22,400.000 Nakochna 22,400.000

MCO 124 1980/10/1 LD 24,320.000 Kahiltna Remote MCO 124A1. A2 1981/2/8 2,540.000 26,860.000

MCO 125 1980/10/6 LD 594.600 Hollis 594.600
MCO 126 1930/9/3 LD 5,310.000 Homer Disposal Area MCO 126A1 1980/6/2 320.000 5,630.000

MCO 127 1980/9/3 LD 10,095.630 Talkeetna Disposal Area 10,095.630
MCO 128 1980/9/30 LD 49,100.000 Chase Area Disposal MOO 128A1; MCO 128A2 1982; 1983 (2,800.000) 46,300.000

MCO 129 1980/10/1 ID 559.723 Robe Lake Disposal Area 559.723
MCO 130 1980/9/30 LD 623.958 Swan lake Disposal Area 623.958

r ~  r "

% OF 
TOTAL
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DATE ACREAGE CLOSED NET ACREAGE
MCO £ EFF. DATE PURPOSE ACREAGE DESCRIPTION AMENDMENTS AMENDED OR (OPENED) CLOSED

MCO 132 1980/16'15 LD 30,400.000 Bald Mountain 30,400.000

MCO 133 1980/10/27 LD 26,000.000 Sholl Hills Romoto 26,000.000

MCO 134 1981/2/3 LD 1,920.000 Anaconda Crook MOO 383A 1984/3/16 (1,880.000) 40.000

MCO 135 1981/2/3 LD 4,417.000 Crookod Crook 4,417.000

MCO 136 1981/1/3 LD 83,754 .000 West Fork 83,754.000

MCO 137 1980/11/20 LD 21,135.000 Yentna Disposal Aroa 21,135.000

MCO 138 1980/11/20 LD 1,409.000 Alexander Creek West Sub 1,409.400

MCO 139 1981/2/3 LD 3,500.000 Kokomo Crook 3,500.000

MCO 140 1981/2/3 LD 1,588.750 Fortuno Creek MOO 14U1 1982/11/1 (880.000) 708.750

MCO 141 1981/2/3 LD 2,312.000 Loft Fork MOO 141A1 1982/11/1 (320.000) 1,992.000

MCO 142 1981/3/4 LD 1,000.000 Olnos East MOO 383A 1984/3/16 (400.000) 600.000

MCO 143 1981/3/23 LD 219.000 Holstein Heights 219.000

MCO 144 1981/3/23 LD 1,280.000 McKinley View 1,280.000

MCO 145 1981/3/23 LD 3,840.000 Safari Lake 3,840.000

MCO 146 1981/3/23 LD 3,200.000 Colorado Station 3,200.000

MCO 147 1981/3/23 LD 1,280.000 Super Cub 1,280.000

MCO 148 1980/3/23 LD 2,560.000 High Mountain Lake Sub MCO 148A1 1982/3/30 1,280.000 3,840.000

MCO 149 1981/3/23 LD 3,200.000 Hewitt-Whiskoy 3,200.000

MCO 150 1981/2/23 LD 1,280.000 Kutna Creek 1,280.000

MCO 151 1981/3/23 LD 3,200.000 Sholl Lake North 3,200.000

MCO 152 1981/3/23 LD 43,520.000 Hewitt Lake Remote 43,520.000

MCO 153 1981/3/23 LD 74,880.000 Lake Cr/McDougal Remote 74,880.000

MCO 154 1981/3/23 LD 19,200.000 Green Acres Remote 19,200.000

MCO 155 1981/3/23 LD 5,760.000 Big Eleven Remote 5,760.000

MCO 156 1981/3/23 LD 39,200.000 Johnson Creek Remote 39,200.000

MCO 157 1981/3/23 LD 7,845.000 Gate Creek B Remote 7,845.000

MCO 158 1981/3/23 LD 46,640.000 Windy Forks Remote 46,640.000

MCO 159 1981/3/23 LD 5,993.000 McCarthy Remote Parcel 5,993.000

MCO 160 1981/3/23 LD 10,400.000 Iron Creek Remote 10,400.000

MCO 161 1981/3/23 LD 15,360.000 Sunday Lakes Remote 15,360.000

MCO 162 1981/4/27 LD 54,960.000 Kutna Creek Remote 54,960.000

MCO 165 1981/4/27 LD 22,200.000 Friday Creek Romoto 22,200.000

MCO 168 1981/4/27 LD 115,860.000 Big River Remote 115,860.000

% OF 
TOTAL
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MCO « EFF. DATE PURPOSE ACREAGE DESCRIPTION

MCO 169 1981/5/4 LD 24,735.000 SKwonlna Flals Addn.
MCO 170 1981/3/18 LD 2,558.000 South Carilxw Lake SulxJrv

MCO 171 1981/3/30 LD 4,693.600 CltUSO II

MCO 172 1981/3/30 LD 520.000 Puppy Haven

MCO 173 1981/4/17 LD 15,537.920 Pi. MacKonzio AG
MCO 174 1901/5/25 LD 822.140 Haystack Extension
MCO 175 1981/5/25 LD 80.000 Eiolson AG
MCO 176 1981/5/25 LD 1,213.330 Rosie Croek

MCO 177 1981/5/25 LD 610.720 Koystone Extonsion
MCO 178 1981/5/25 LD 2,493.690 McCloud

MCO 179 1901/5/25 LD 1,080.000 Desperation

MCO 180 1981/5/25 LD 35.000 Horseshoe

MCO 181 1981/5/25 LD 70.000 Pcpoyo

MCO 182 1981/5/28 LD 3,520 000 Chonn Hot Springs Exlon
MCO 184 1981/5/22 LD 77,938.000 Eureka
MCO 195 1981/5/22 LD 10,150.000 Tanana River North

MCO 186 1981/6/16 LD 2,160.000 Scotty Lake AG
MCO 108 1981/7/23 LD 4,723.000 Wrangell Narrows

MCO 189 1981/6/29 LD 1,305.000 Edna Bay/Excursion Inlet
MCO 193 1981/10/8 LD 5,277.000 Boar Lake Remote

MCO 194 1981/10/8 LD 1,920.000 Firewood Mtn Subd

MCO 195 1981/10/8 LD 4,984.510 Le Roux View Romoto

MCO 196 1981/10/8 LD 10,400.000 Dillingham Romote
MCO 197 1981/10/8 LD 1,140.000 Papoose Twins Romote
MCO 198 1981/10/10 LD 13,800.000 Twin Lakos Remote
MCO 199 1981/10/8 LD 1,720.000 Schneider Lake Remote

MCO 200 1982/3/14 LD 44,800.000 Far Mountain

MCO 201 1982/1/8 LD 13,440.000 Albert Creek

MCO 202 1981/10/15 LD 93,214.000 Dugan Hills/Deadman Lake
MCO 203 1982/1/8 LD 1,737.000 Brown's Courl AG

MCO 204 1982/1/8 LD 4,425.000 Two Mile Lake AG
MCO 205 1982/1/8 LD 1,110.000 Bonanza

MCO 206 1982/1/8 LD 11,840.000 Dune Laku/Teklanika Chan

DATE ACREAGE CLOSED NET ACREAGE % OF 
AMENDMENTS AMENDED OR(OPENED) CLOSED TOTAL

MCO 169A1 1983/9/6 30.000 24,765.000 

2,558.000 

4,693.608 

520.000 

15. 537.920 

822.140 

80.000 

1,283.330
MCO 177A1; MOO 383A 1983-1984 372.000 982.720

2,493.690

MOO 383A 1984/3/16 (709.000) 371.000

35.000

70.000
MOO 383A 1984/3/16 (3,470.000) 50.000
MOO 184A 1; MOO 383A 1982; 1984 (22,396.000) 55,542.000

MOO 185A1 1902/11/1 (10,150.000) 0.000

2,160.000

4,723.000

MCO 189A 1981/7/17 2,320.000 3.625.000

5.277.000

MOO 194A1 1985/8/6 (560.800) 1,359.200

4,984.510

10.400.000

1.140.000

13.800.000

1.720.000

44.800.000

13.440.000

MOO 202A1 1982/11/1 (41,049.000) 52,165.000

1,737.000

MCO 204A1; MOO 204A2 1982 503.240 4,928.240

MOO 205A1; M 0 0 383A 1982; 1984 (1,110.000) 0.000

MOO 206A 1 1983/6/9 (8,502.000) 3,338.000
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DATE ACREAGE CLOSED NET ACREAGE
MCO £ EFF. DATE PURPOSE ACREAGE DESCRIPTION AMENDMENTS AMENDED OR (OPENED) CLOSED

MCO 207 19B1/10/15 LD 2,560.000 Goakakmina Lake MOO 383A 1984/3/16 (1,901.000) 659.000

MCO 208 1982/1/8 LD 1,220.000 Eaglo MOO 383A 1984/3/16 (516.000) 704.000

MCO 209 1982/1/8 LD 3,680.000 Lake Mindiumina II MCO 209A1 1982/4/30 015.000 4,495.000

MCO 210 1982/1/8 LD 11,520.000 Sam Creek MOO 383A 1984/3/16 (9,925.000) 1,595.000

MCO 212 1981/11/17 LD 300.000 Firowood 300.000

MCO 214 1982/1/8 LD 54,400.000 Zitzlana 54,400.000

MCO 215 1982/1/8 LD 15,880.000 Cannon 15,880 000

MCO 216 1982/1/20 LD 18,619.000 Tok Hills MOO 216A1; MOO 383A 1982; 1984 (18,619.000) 0.000

MCO 217 1981/12/16 LD 1,030.000 Twenty-Threo Mile Slough 1,030.000

MC0218 1982/6/8 LD 263.250 North Ridge 263.250

MCO 221 1982/1/8 LD 17,866.000 Cathedral Bluffs MOO 221A1 1982/11/1 (<6,753.000) 1,113.000

MCO 222 1982/1/8 LD 595.000 Tanquardol MOO 222A1 1982/11/1 (595.000) 0.000

MCO 223 1982/4/29 LD 712.000 Tenderfoot MOO 383A 1933/3/16 (55.000) 657.000

MCO 224 1982/1/8 LD 1,680.000 Glenn 1,680.000

MCO 225 1982/1/8 LD 1,400.000 Kindamina Lnko 1,400.000

MCO 226 1982/1/8 LD 8,080.000 WoGt Twin Lake 8,080.000

MCO 227 1982/1/8 LD 1,893.000 Iowa Cr/LittJe Chena AG 1,893.000

MCO 228 1982/5/6 LD 4,180.000 Any Creek MOO 3B3A 1984/3/16 (585.000) 3,595.000

MCO 229 1982/1/8 LD 10,200.000 Caribou Creek MCO 229A1 1983/6/9 480.000 10,680.000

MCO 230 1982/1/8 LD 3,040.000 Volkmar Lake Romote 3,040.000

MCO 231 1981/10/2 LD 947.360 Fairbanks Odd Lots 947.360

MCO 232 1981/10/15 LD 32,336.770 Windy Creek 32,336.770

MCO 233 1981/10/15 LD 12,925.000 Boar Creek 12,925.000

MCO 234 1982/7/1 LD 23,111.500 Northeast Alaska Range 23,111.500

MCO 235 1982/6/8 LD 9,009.000 Chena South MOO 235A1 1982/11/1 (320.000) 8,689.000

MCO 240 1902/3/8 LD 640.000 Saddle Point Subdv 640.000

MCO 241 1982/3/8 LD 5,440.000 Denali View Remote MCO 241A1 1983/3/7 640.000 6,080.000

MCO 242 1982/3/8 LD 360.000 Goose Creek AG 360.000

MCO 243 1982/3/8 LD 4,160.000 Delta Island AG 4,160.000

MCO 244 1982/3/8 LD 1,800.000 Little Susitna AG 1,800.000

MCO 245 1982/3/8 LD 760.000 Moose Creek AG 760.000

MCO 246 1982/3/0 LD 2,480.000 Rabidoux AG 2,480.000

MCO 247 1982/3/8 LD 960.000 Nancy Lake AG 960.000

% OF 
TOTAL
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DATE ACREAGE CLOSED NET ACREAGE
m co n EFF. DATE PURPOSE ACREAGE DESCRIPTION AMENDMENTS AMENDED OR (OPENED) CLOSED

MCO 240 1982/3/8 LD 5,280.000 Amber Lake Subdiv 5,280.000
MCO 249 1962/3/8 LD 22,831.000 Jack Rabbil Hills Romote 22,831.000
MCO 251 1982/3/30 LD 1,910.000 Trail Rtdgo Subdiv 1,910.000
MCO 253 1982/3/30 LD 200.000 Konny Lake Subdiv 200.000
MCO 254 1982/3/13 LD 6.280 Surofire 6.280
MCO 255 1982/1/20 LD 612.000 Mullon/Dusteroff 612.000
MCO 256 1982/3/30 LD 2,509.000 Fairbanks Subdiv 2,509.000
MCO 257 1982/4/20 LD 420.000 Bears Den 420.000
MCO 258 1982/2/9 LD 460.000 Buffalo AG 460.000
MCO 259 1982/2/9 LD 290.000 Clearwater AG 290.000
MCO 261 1982/4/20 LD 720.000 Farm view 720.. y)
MCO 262 1982/4/20 LD 14,743.000 Golctetroam AG MOO 162A1 1983/5/24 (680.000) 14,063.000
MCO 263 1982/4/25 LD 29,980.000 Little Molozitna Romote 29,980.000
MCO 264 1982/4/20 LD 13,189.000 Mariana 13,189.000
MCO 265 1982/4/22 LD 160.000 Neoana Odd Lots 160.000
MCO 266 1982/4/25 LD 16,532.000 North Fork 16,532.000
MCO 267 1982/4/20 LD 12,736.000 Nowitna 12,736.000
MCO 268 1982/4/20 LD 106.560 Pnrkridgo 106.560

MCO 269 1982/4/20 LD 429.000 Three Mile 429.000
MCO 270 1982/4/20 LD 16,062.000 White Mountain 16,062.000
MCO 271 1982/2/2 LD 39,323.000 Delta II 39,323.000
MCO 272 1982/4/20 LC 475.00C CHive Pl./Thoms PI. Subdiv 475.000

MCO 273 1982/4/20 LD 250.000 Whale Passage Subdiv 250.000
MCO 274 1982/4/20 LD 90.000 Tenakee Springs Subdiv 90.000
MCO 275 1982/4/20 LD 800.000 Thomas Bay Subdiv 800.000
MCO 276 1982/4/20 LD 250.000 Tnku River Subdiv 250.000

MCO 277 1982/4/20 LD 1,827.000 Goddard Hot Springs 1,827.000

MCO 278 1982/4/20 LD 8,448.000 Wrangell 8,448.000

MCO 279 1982/4/20 LD 2,835.000 Frederick Point 2,835.000

MCO 280 1982/5/6 LD 5.000 McKinley Park Comm Land 5.000
MCO 281 1982/5/13 LD 80.620 Mitkof Comm Land Sale 80.620

MCO 282 1962/7/8 LD 620.000 Parker Lake Subdiv 620.000
MCO 283 1982/7/8 LD 45.816.000 Lake Louise Remote 45,816.000

% OF 
TOTAL
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DATE ACREAGE CLOSED NET ACREAGE
MCO £ EFF. DATE PURPOSE ACREAGE DESCRIPTION AMENDMENTS AMENDED OR (OPENED) CLOSED

MCO 284 1982/8/28 LD 5.708.090 Mat Su Borough AG 5,708.090

MCO 285 1983/2/24 LD 340.000 John Lake Subdiv 340.000

MCO 286 1982/12/23 LD 7,970.000 Hurricane Romote 7.970.000

MCO 287 1982/12/13 LD 0,660.000 Resurrection Pen. Remote 9,660.000

MCO 289 1982/8/24 LD 90.000 Fairbanks Odd Lot II 90.000

MCO 290 1982/8/24 LD 51.920 Delta 51.920

MCO 294 1982/9/17 LD 14,085.000 Dugan Hills 14.085.000

MCO 295 1983/2/24 LD 275.830 Lake Louise Small Lots 275.830

MCO 298 1983/6/14 LD 70.000 Honoy Creek 70.000

MCO 299 1983/6/14 LD 11,160.000 Kustatan Ridge r 11,160.000

MCO 303 1983/6/14 LD 22.510 Fielding Lake Subdiv 22.510

MCO 304 1983/6/14 LD 2,360.000 Snake Lake Subdiv 2,360.000

MCO 305 1983/6/14 LD 13,393.000 Weary Lake Remote 13,393.000

MCO 306 1983/6/14 LD 920.000 Su nmit Lake Subdiv 920.000

MCO 307 1983/6/14 LD 4,252.000 Crc>6swind Lake 4,252.000

MCO 308 1982/12/16 LD 3,840.000 South Lake Louise Remote 3,840.000

MCO 310 1983/6/14 LD 2,038.000 Cascade Creek 2,038.000

MCO 311 1983/6/14 LD 500.000 Indian River West 500.000

MCO 313 1983/6/14 LD 1,800.000 Sherman Remote 1,800.000

MCO 314 1983/6/14 LD 775.000 Curry North Remote 775.000

MC0315 1983/6/14 LD 3,595.000 McKenzie Creek Remote MCO 315A1 1985/8/6 160.000 3,755.000

MC0316 1984/7/17 LD 9,419.920 Upper Trapper Creek 9,419.920

MCO 317 1983/6/14 LD 580.000 Block Diamond 580.000

MCO 318 1983/9/6 LD 1,160.000 Willow Creek AG 1,160.000

MCO 319 1982/12/13 LD 230.000 Wigwam 230.000

MCO 320 1982/12/8 LD 46,080.000 Yuki 46,080.000

MCO 321 1982/12/20 LD 1,400.000 Hutlitakwa 1,400.000

MCO 322 1982/12/20 LD 840.000 Kentucky Creek 840.000

MCO 323 1982/12/20 LD 357.790 Berg Subdiv 357.790

MCO 324 1983/8/28 LD 2,560.000 Small Lakes 2,560.000

MCO 325 1983/11/8 >D 377.370 Potrol View 377.370

MCO 326 1983/9/6 LD 40.000 Point McKonzio Odd Lot 40.000

MCO 327 1983/9/6 LD 60.000 Kashwitna 80.000
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DATE ACREAGE CLOSED NET ACREAGE
MCO H EFF. DATE PURPOSE ACREAGE DESCRIPTION AMENDMENTS AMENDED OR (OPENED) CLOSED

MCO 328 19Q3/L/6 LD 880.000 Lynx Lake Odd Lots 880.000
MCO 329 1983/9/6 LD 120.000 Willow Subdiv 120.000
MCO 330 1983/9/6 LD 150.000 Jack Loko 150.000
MCO 331 1983/9/6 LD 315.000 Lilly 315.000
MCO 332 1983/9/6 LD 61.510 Lost Lnko 61.510
MCO 333 1983/9/6 LD 34.340 Chori Uiko North 34.340
MCO 334 1983/8/28 LD 23,040.000 Mount Rich Romoto 23,040.000
MCO 336 1983/8/28 LD 11,091.000 Rainbow Loko MOO 336A 1 1985/9/8 (320.000) 10,771.000
MCO 337 1983/9/6 LD 44,081.000 Blying Sound 44,081.000
MCO 338 1983/10/4 LD 2,351.000 Loon Loko 2,351.000
MCO 340 1983/9/6 LD 524.660 Middle Fork Chulitna 524.660
MCO 341 1983/9/6 LD 320.000 Noil Loko 320.000
MCO 343 1983/9/6 LD 920.000 Willow Crook North AG 920.000
MCO 345 1983/5/3 LD 1,000.000 Gerogo Inlot/Rovilla 1,000.000
MCO 348 1983/3/30 LD 435.000 Watorlall 435.000
MCO 349 1983/8/28 LD 120.000 Kings Rivor 120.000
MCO 350 1983/9/6 LD 12,936.000 Connor Creek 12,936.000
MCO 351 1983/9/6 LD 181.690 Rabidoux 181.690
MCO 352 1983/9/6 LD 22,100.000 TtiZlim. liver 22,100.000
MCO 353 1983/5/3 LD 705.000 Mitkof 705.000
MCO 355 1983/6/7 LD 10,680.000 Pilgrim 10,680.000
MCO 357 1983/6/7 LD 34,160.000 Mt. Ryan 34,160.000
MCO 358 1983/6/7 LD 287.450 Aspenwood 287.450
MCO 359 1983/6/7 LD 10,120.000 Tekianika 10,120.000
MCO 362 1983/6/7 LD 1,350.000 Martin 1,350.000
MCO 363 1983/6/7 LD 115.000 Totchokat Heights 115.000
MCO 364 1983/6/7 LD 86,880.000 Monzonile Hills 86,880.000
MCO 367 1983/6/7 LD 800.000 Seven Mile 800.000
MCO 368 1983/6/23 LD 160.000 Boar Creek 160.000
MCO 369 1983/6/7 LD 27,200.000 Bearpaw 27,200.000
MCO 370 1983/6/7 LD 2,120.000 Ridge Rock 2,120.000
MCO 371 1983/6/7 LD 7,680.000 Soulhwind 7,680.000
MCO 372 1983/6/7 LD 260.000 Livengood 260.000
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DATE ACREAGE CLOSED NET ACREAGE
MCO H EFF. DATE PURPOSE ACREAGE DESCRIPTION AMENDMENTS AMENDED OR (OPENED) CLOSED

MCO 373 1983/6/7 LD 1,475.000 Sprucehill 1,475.000
MCO 374 1983/8/31 LD 3,500.000 Fbx North Star Borough 3,500.000
MCO 375 1983/8/31 LD 3,500.000 Fbx North Star Borough 3 500.0(0

MCO 376 1983/10/4 LD 3,150.000 Montana Crook 3,150.000
MCO 377 1903/10/4 LD 772.500 Villagn Viow 772.500
MCO 370 1985/3/26 LD 3,972.210 Mat-Su Borough AG 3,972.210
MCO 380 1983/12/12 LD 640.000 Bluff Cabin Ridgo 540.000
MCO 302 198-1/3/13 LD 305.000 Spinach Crook Subdiv 305.000
MCO 383 1984/3/16 LD 18,832.000 Fairbanks Area Disposal 18,832.000
MCO 884 1984/3/31 LD 735.000 Naukati Bay 735.000

MCO 306 1984/6/5 LD 390.000 Nikishka AG Homesite 390.000
MCO 387 1984/5/17 LD 416.580 Lake Looiso Small Lots II 416.580-
MCO 388 1984/5/9 ID 6,769.280 Chase III AG Homesita 6,769.280
MCO 396 1984/4/23 LD 12.840 McGrath Subdiv 12.840

MCO 399 1984/6/25 LD 180.000 Horse Island 180.000

MCO 400 1984/6/25 LD 385.000 Vallenar Boy, Gravina Is 385.000
MCO 401 1984/6/25 LD 165.003 Funter Bay, Admiralty Is 165.000
MCO 402 1984/6/25 LD 266.790 Meyers Chuck 266.790

MCO 403 1984/6/25 LD 775.000 Comp Coogan 775.000

MCO 404 1984/6/25 LD 640.000 Cape Pole, Kosciusko Is 640.000

MCO 405 1984/7/17 LD 20,237.000 Appel Mtn Non-AG 20,237.000

MCO 406 1984/7/17 LD 2,224.620 Boar Cove 2,224.620

MCO 407 1984/7/17 LD 1.276 Ecdes Creek 1.276

MCO 408 1984/7/17 LD 240.000 Giennallen Subdiv 240.000

MCO410 1984/7/17 LD 560.000 Homer AG Homostoads 560.000
MCO 411 1984/7/17 LD 755.000 Jack Bay Homesteads 755.000

MCO 412 1984/7/17 LD 1,010.000 Litdo Creek Honrsteads 1,010.000

MCO 415 1984/7/17 LD 150.000 Petersville Rd Odd Lots 150.000

MC0416 1984/7/24 LD 5,040.000 Plateau Lakos 5,040.000

MCO 417 1984/7/17 LD 2,980.000 Primo Lakes 2,980.000

MCO 418 1984/7/24 LD 930.000 Chugach View Subdiv 930.000

MCO 420 1984/7/17 LD 160.000 South 3-Mile Cr Homestead 160.000

MCO 422 1984/7/17 LD 130.000 Wortmann's ETHeiden View MCO 422A 1985/9/8 40.000 170.000
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MCO 425 1985/5/6 LD 17.430 Tal Inc Prel Right 17.430
MCO 426 1984/7/25 LD 21.809.000 Windy-Heafy-Robo 21.809.000

MCO 427 1984/7/17 LD 4,390.000 Chandalar Lako 4,390.000

MCO 429 1985/8/3 LD 5.060.000 Fbks North Star Borough 5.060.000
MCO 430 1985/8/6 LD 2.890.460 Tonslna North AG Homestead 2,890.460
MCO 431 1985/11/23 LD 23.006.000 Dillinger R. Non-AG Homstd 23,006.000
MCO 433 1985/9/8 LD 13,795.000 Halfway Mtn Non-AG Homostd 13,795.000
MCO 435 1985/9/8 LD 6.160.000 Nunsatuk R. Non-AG Homostd 6,160.000
MCO 436 1985/8/6 LD 21.912.000 South Fork Non-Ag Homestead 21,912.000
MCO 437 1985/8/6 LD 1.998.000 Kupreanof Pen Non-AG Homestd 1,998.000
MCO 438 1985/8/6 LD 520.000 SW Chiniak Lk Non-AG Homostd 520.000
MCO 439 1985/8/6 LD 190.000 Woody Island Subdiv 190.000
MCO 440 1985/8/6 LD 40.000 Cottonwood Crook Odd Lot 40.000
MCO 441 1985/8/6 LD 280.000 Logging Camp Bay Subdiv 280.000
MCO 442 1985/8/6 LD 260.000 Poo Bay Subdivision £60.000
MCO 443 1985/7/29 LD 2,368.000 Wood Rrver/Aleknagik Rd 2,368.000
MCO 444 1985/7/29 LD 120.000 Littlo Susitna E. Odd Lot 120.000
MCO 445 1985/7/29 LD 1,090.000 Alexander Cr N. AG Homo6td 1,090.000
MCO 446 1985/7/29 LD 2,666.000 Caswoll Lako AG Homestead 2,666.000
MCO 447 1985/7/29 LD 2,880.000 Kroto Crook AG Homestead 2,880.000
MCO 448 1985/7/29 LD 1,960.000 Whitsol North AG Homestead 1,960.000
MCO 449 1985/7/29 LD 1,440.000 Beluga Mtn W. Non-AG Homestd 1,440.000
MCO 450 1985/7/29 LD 10,634.000 Happy Rivor Non-AG Homestead 10,634.000
MCO 451 1985/7/29 LD 1,560.000 Hiline Lako South Subdiv 1,560.000
MCO 453 1985/3/26 LD 60.000 McGrath Road Odd Lot 80.000
MCO 454 1985/8/23 LD 5.000 Coroova Preference Right 5.000
MCO 456 1985/6/5 LD 950.000 St John Harbor on Zarembo Is 950.0C"'
MCO 457 1985/6/5 LD 2,560.000 Coffman Cove. Prince of Wales 2,560.000
MCO 458 1985/6/5 LD 700.000 Middk) Is in Sitka Sound 700.000
MCO 459 1985/6/5 LD 10.000 Upper Chilkoot Lake, Reeve’s 10.000
MCC 462 1985/9/8 LD 14.990 Konai/Mat-Su 0.102 Pref Rt 14.990
MCO 463 1985/9/15 LD 59.130 Kona I Lake, Quartz Creek .068 59.130
MCO 464 1985/9/8 LD 5.000 Point Possession .035 Pref 5.000
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MCO 467 1985/12/29 LD 800.000 Klukwan Native Allotment Reco 800.000

MCO 468 1985/11/12 LD 6.270 B.G.R., Inc. (Curtis) T&M 6.270

MCO 471 1985/11/5 LD 52.853 Pandora's Parcel 52.853

MCO 472 1985/12/10 LD 17.140 Moose Pass/Konai Lk .068 Pref 17.440

MCO 473 1965/12710 LD 2.5'*) Trapper Creek .102 Pref Right 2.500

MCO 475 1986/2/16 LD 42.410 Uttlo Tutka Bay, Kalgin Is 42.410

MCO 478 1986/9/26 LD 3.840.000 Grand Central Subdivision 3,840.000

MCO 479 1986/5/7 LD 4.990 Camey/Hoholitna River 4.990

MCO 180 1987/4/27 LD 514.600 Ketchikan Gateway Boro Subd 514.600

MCO 481 1986/6/10 LD 1,135.000 Cape Fanshaw . 1,135.000

MCO 490 1986/7/30 LD 7.700 Lower Trail Lk .068 Pref 7.700

MCO 491 1986/7/31 LD 1.378 Rocky Lk .102 Pref 1.378

MCO 492 1986/7/21 LD 5.920 Eska .035(B)(5) Pref 5.920

MCO 494 1986/7/25 LD 2.640 Ch.81.SLA 1985 Pref 2.640

MCO 503 1986/9/9 LD 9.093 Kalifonsky/Lucy Lake 9.090

MCO 504 1986/10/6 LD 49.980 Waldrop 49.980

MCO 505 1986/10/6 LD 1.970 Spear 1.970

MCO 508 1987/4/28 LD 240.000 Unknown 240.000

MCO 514 1987/2/24 LD 4.250 Kenal Peninsula Prel 4.250

MCO 516 1987/3/10 LD 0.179 Eagle River Prof Right 0.179

MCO 517 1987/5/11 LD 2.500 Skwentna Area Auction 2.500

MCO 521 1987/5/19 LD 3.530 Morzhovoi Bay Frsf Right 3.530

MCO 523 1987/6/22 LD 3.440 Heney Creek Pre! Right 3.440

MCO 524 1987/6/2 LD 1.390 Orca Inlet Pref Right 1.390

MCO 527 1987/7/8 LD 1.720 Kasilof Alaska Subdv 1.720

MCO 528 1987/7/8 LD 2.000 Benka Lake Subdivision 2.000

MCO 531 1987/8/24 LD 30.000 Rosurrection Ck Rd Pref Rt 30.000

MCO 532 1987/8/24 LD 5.000 Giennallen Pref Rt Sale 5.000

MCO 533 1987/8/24 ID 5.000 Valdez Area Pref Rt 5.000

MCO 534 1987/8/24 LD 5.000 Resurrection River Rd Prel Rt 5.000

MCO 535 1987/8/24 LD 5.000 McArthur River Pref Rt 5.000

MCO 537 1987/8/24 LD 40.000 Lake Creek Pref Rt 40.000

MCO 538 1987/8/24 LD 4.800 Trading Bay Pref Rt 4.800
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DATE ACREAGE CLOSED NET ACREAGE
MCO # EFF. DATE PURPOSE ACREAGE DESCRIPTION AMENDMENTS AMENDED OR (OPENED) CLOSED

MCO 539 1987/8/24 LD 320.000 Willow AG Prel Rt 320.000
MCO 541 1987/10/15 LD 840.000 Hatchor Pass Ski Area 840.000
MCO 542 1987/10/29 LD 60.000 Tolsona Croak Prel Rt 80.000
MCO 544 1987/10/29 LD 5.010 Sports Lake Pro! Rt 5.010
MCO 545 1987/10/29 LD 0.360 Seward/Resurrection Bay Pral Rt 0.360
MCO 546 1987/10/29 LD 160.000 Kuskokwim/Oskav.'alik Pral Rt 160.000
MCO 540 1987/11/10 LD 12.230 Kasilol-Cohoe Prel Rt 12.230
MCO 549 1987/12/18 LD 8.090.000 Hatchor Pass-Govt Hill Ski Area 8,090.000
MCO 552 1987/12/16 LD 16.430.798 Univoreily Land Settlement MCO 552A1 1988/8/1 1,066.000 17,496.798
MCO 554 1307/12/18 LD 5,000.000 Crazy Mtn Homestead 5,000.000
MCO 555 1987/12/18 LD 5,100.000 French Creek AG Disposal 5,100.000
MCO 556 1987/12/18 LD 11.400.000 Goldstreum AG Disposal 11,400.000

MCO 557 1987/12/18 LD 4,200.000 Steppe AG Homestead 4,200.000
MCO 558 1987/12/18 LD 600.000 Cascaden Subdivision 600.000
MCO 561 1988/1/24 LD 5.000 Anchor Pt/Stariski Ck Prel Rt 5.000
MCO 577 1389/6/9 LD 20.000 Central Cemotary-Fairbanks 20.000
MCO 580 1989/6/26 LD 50.000 Village Cove/St Paul Is Lse 50.000
MCO 586 1990/4/4 LD 914.000 Delta Junction AG 914.000
MCO 587 1990/5/19 LD 11.700 Margaret Bay Unalaska 11.700
MCO 589 1990/5/24 LD 600.000 U ol A Environment Res Ctr 600.000

MCO 590 1990/5/20 LD 1,400.000 Moose Mtn Ski Area 1,400.000
MCO 593 1991/4/17 LD 8,000.000 Glader/W.;mer Creek MCO 593A1 1991/12/2 1,680.000 9,680.000

MCO 596 1990/8/24 LD 23.000 St Paul Harbor/Gibson Cove 23.000
MCO 597 1990/9/24 LD 1.000 Yukon River/St Marys 1.000
MCO 599 1990/10/16 LD 8.000 Hawkins Island Prel RL 8.000
MCO 600 1990/10/2 LD 1.050 Seward Highway Prel Rt. 1.050
MCO 609 1991/2n LD 8.500 City of Unalaska Tdl Sale 8.500

MCO 610 1391/3/3 LD 23.590 City ol Unalaska Tdi Convey. 23.500

MCO 612 1991/6/10 LD 6.540 Uving World Ministry 6.540
MC0615 1991/4/22 LD 4.450 Kalilonsky Beach Pref Rt 4.450

MCO 619 1991/7/10 LD 20.000 Nouberger Mt/Moltan Tele com Site Lse 20.000

MCO 620 1991/7/1 LD 20.000 Bitzshtini Mt Tele-com Site Lse 20.000
MCO 621 1991/6/24 LD 20.000 Porcupine Dome Tele-com Site Lse 20.000
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MCO # EFF. DATE PURPOSE ACREAGE DESCRIPTION

MCO 625 1991/5/31 LD .190 Knute JohnGon Tdl Conveyance

MCO 627 1991/9/11 LD 0.320 Ft YukonMargaret John-Prel Rt

MCO 629 1991/10/23 LD 3,809.410 City ol Vnldoz

MCO 630 1991/9/7 LD 3.010 KasiloK Prol Rt.

MCO 631 1091/0/7 LD 2.330 Kasilofl Prol Rt.

MCO 634 1991/11/1 LD 8.800 Copper Centor Prel Rt.

MCO 635 1991/11/1 LD 1.050 Houston Prel Rt.
MCO 636 1991/11/1/ LD 2.430 Kasilol Subd Prel Rt

MCO 637 1991/11/17 LD 1.510 Kasilof Subd Prel Rt

MCO 640 1991/11/17 LD 2.990 Hope, Alaska Prel Rt

AMENDMENTS
DATE ACREAGE CLOSED NET ACREAGE % OF 

AMENDED OR(OPENED) CLOSED TOTAL

.190
0.320

3.609.410
3.910
2.330
8.800
1.050
2.430
1.510
2.990

Subtotal 2.892,007.000 46%

LAND EXCHANGES

MCO 65 1975/6/5 LE 115,000.000 McKinley Park

MCO 68 1978/2/23 LE 313,631.910 CIRI-Beluga Pool

MCO 190 1981/7/13 LE 1,344.575 Unredeemed Lands

MCO 239 1982/4/20 LE 109,282.730 University Land Trust

MCO 381 1984/6/5 LE 1,136.000 Seldovia Land Exchange

MCO 394 1985/3/25 LE 1.426 Anchor PL Land Exchango

MCO 395 1984/4/4 LE 37,864.000 University Land

MCO 398 1984/4/20 LE 15,810.000 BLM Land Exchange

MCO 469 1985/10/24 LE 1.130 Austin Exchange

MCO 506 1986/11/28 LE 4,390 Eklutna, Inc., Exchange

115,000.000
313,631.910
1,344.575

109,282.730
1,136.000

1.426
37.864.000
15.810.000 

1.130 
4.390

Subtotal 594,076.161 9.5%
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MCO n EFF. DATE PURPOSE ACREAGE DESCRIPTION AMENDMENTS
DATE ACREAGE CLOSED NET ACREAGE %OF 

AMENDED OR (OPENED) CLOSED TOTAL

PUBLIC RECREATION / WILDLIFE HABITAT

MCO 62 1974/7/5 PR/WH 81.820 Giidwood 81.820
MCO 66 1976/3/29 PFl/WH 42,240.000 Donali Si Park Expansion 42,240.000
MCO 238 1982/4/1 PR/WH 9,585.000 Doop Croak Mgmt Plan 9,585.000
MCO 391 1985/10/12 PR/WH 4,325.000 Campboll Tract 4,325.000
MCO 393 1984/9/13 PR/WH 213,697.000 Bristol Bay Area Plan 213,697.000
MCO 423 1982/4/2 PR/WH 42,017.000 Fish Crook 42,017.000
MCO 455 1985/8/7 PR/WH 319,810.000 Susitna Area Plan 319,818.000
MCO 466 1985/12/29 PR/WH 130,860.000 SW Prinoo ol Wales Island 130,860.000
MCO 483 1986/6/27 PRAVH 98,269.000 Tanana Basin Area Plan 98,269.000
MCO 495 1986/10/15 PR/WH 80.000 Uppor Little Susitna R. 80.000
MCO 496 1986/10/15 PRAVH 1,952.000 Rood Valloy/Roed Lakes 1,952.000
MCO 497 1986/10/15 PRAVH 530.000 Independence Mine 530.000
MCO 498 1986/10/15 PRWH 360.000 Summit Lk/Hatchor Pass Rec 360.000
MCO 499 1986/10/15 PR/WH 2,150.000 Government Peak Ski Area MOO 499A1 1986/10/31 (2,150.000) 0.000
MCO 500 1986/10/15 PRAVH 5,360.000 Mat Su Mineral Licks 5,360.000
MCO 507 1986/12/6 PRAVH 1,085.000 Hatchor Pass Rd Corridor 1,085.000
MCO 509 1986/12/6 PRWH 1,800.000 Castle Mountain 1,800.000
MCO 510 1986/11/20 PRAVH 385,807.890 Tanana Basin Area Plan 385,807.890
MCO 511 1987/4/8 PRAVH 83,725.000 Copper River Basin 83,725.000
MCO 519 1987/4/27 PRAVH 8,000.000 Upper Cook Inlet Opp 8,000.000
MCO 562 1988/3/22 PRAVH 3,917.000 Kuskokwim Area Plan 3,917.000
MCO 566 19L8/6/17 PRAVH 74,827.000 Prince William Sound 74,827.000
MCO 568 1989/2/24 PRAVH 9,320.000 Northwest Area Plan 9,320.000
MCO 573 1989/8/16 PRAVH 16,459.000 Prince ol Wales Area Plan 16,459.000
MCO 581 1990/1/5 PRAVH 289,554.000 Susitna Flats SGR 289,554.000
MCO 592 1990/9/28 PRAVH 30,070.000 Marmot Is Special Use Aroa 30,070.000
MCO 594 1990/11/15 PR/WH 60,985.000 Tugidak Island CHA 60,985.000
MCO 601 1990/11/30 PRAVH 30,126.000 TBAP Update 30,126.000
MCO 605 1991/6/28 PRAVH 3,130.000 Rec Rivors Mgmt Plan 3,130.000
MCO 606 1991/6/28 PRAVH 3,700.000 Rec Rivers Mgmt Plan 3,700.000
MCO 608 1991/4/22 PRAVH 18,720.000 Anchor River/Fritz Creek CHA 18,720.000
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DATE ACREAGE CLOSED NET ACREAGE 
MCO # EFF. DATE PURPOSE ACREAGE DESCRIPTION AMENDMENTS AMENDED OR (OPINED) CLOSED

MCO 616 1991/6/27 PR/WH 240.000 R ov isodTBAP .240.000..

Subtotal 1,890,640.700

RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT/TRANSPORTATION CORRIDOR

MCO 11 1968/6/27 RD/TC 320.000 Talkeotna 320.000

MCO 18 1970/11/4 RD/TC 520.000 Valdez 520.000

MCO 19 1971/10/28 RD/TC 365.000 Valdez 360.000

MCO 20 1971/10/28 RD/TC 240.000 Keystone Canyon . 240.000

MCO 21 1971/10/28 RD/TC 128.210 Copper Center 128.210

MCO 22 1971/10/28 RD/TC 195.750 Glenn alien 195.750

MCO 23 1971/10/28 RD/TC 120.000 Paxon 120.000

MCO 24 1971/10/28 RD/TC 240.000 Summit Lake 240.000

MCO 25 1971/10/28 RD/TC 80.000 Isabel Pass 80.000

MCO 26 1971/10/28 RD/TC 34.220 Donnelly 34.220

MCO 27 1971/10/28 RD/TC 160.000 Donnelly Dome 160.000

MCO 28 1971/10/28 RD/TC 19.884 West Addn. Della Townsito 19.884

MCO 29 1971/10/28 RD/TC 168.410 Big Delta 168.410

MCO 30 1971/10/28 RD/TC 341.770 Shaw Creek Flats 341.770

MCO 32 1971/10/20 RD/TC 560.000 Shaw Creek Lodge 560.000

MCO 35 1971/10/28 RD/TC 160.000 Richardson Road House 160.000

MCO 36 1971/10/28 RD/TC 480.000 Salcha River 480.000

MCO 37 1971/10/28 RD/TC 377.230 Chena Rivor MOO 37A1 1971/11/11 (57.230) 320.000

MCO 38 1971/10/28 RD/TC 160.000 Fairbanks M 00 38A1 1971/11/11 (80.000) 80.000

MCO 39 1971/10/28 RD/TC 160.000 Fox 160.000

MCO 40 1971/10/28 RD/TC 480.000 Chatanika River 480.000

MCO 41 1971/10/28 RD/TC 120.000 Oines 120.000

MCO 42 1971/10/28 RD/TC 25.000 Fielding Lake 25.000

MCO 43 1971/11/3 RD/TC 269.190 Paxon to Fairbanks >400 43A1 1982/11/1 (40.000) 229.190

MCO 44 1972/2/8 RD/TC 59.000 Valdez M 00 44A1 1974/5/16 0.000 59.000

MCO 49 1973/7/6 RD/TC 10.000 Valdez 10.000

MCO 50 1973/12/6 RD/TC 398.000 T A P S 398.000
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MCO 51 1973/12/6 RD/TC 638.200 T A P S 638.200
MCO 52 1973/12/6 RD/TC 611.400 T A P S 611.400
MCO 53 1973/12/6 RD/TC 274.450 T A P S 274.450
MCO 54 1973/12/6 RD/TC 521.590 T A P S MCO 54A1 1974/3/15 14.350 535.940
MCO 55 1973/12/6 RD/TC 521.8C0 T A P S 521.800
MCO 56 1973/12/6 RD/TC 634.700 T A P S 634.700
MCO 57 1973/12/6 RD/TC 371.620 T A P S 371.620
MCO 58 1973/12/6 RD/TC 371.200 T A P S 371.200
MCO 59 1973/12/6 RD/TC 454.200 T A P S 454.200
MCO 60 1973/12/10 RD/TC 18.600 T A P S . 18.600
MCO 61 1974/1/23 RD/TC 314.910 T A P S 314.910
MCO 67 1977/9/26 RD/TC 1,420.160.000 NW AK Gas Pipeline MOO 67A2.A4.A5 1981-1985 (1.093,460.000) 326,700.000
MCO 288 1983/2/8 RD/TC 20.967.000 Beluga Coal Transport 20.967.000
MC0511 1987/4/8 RD/TC 17.600.000 Copper River Basin 17,600.000
MCO 529 1987/6/16 RD/TC 349,960.000 TAGS ROW Corridor MCO 529A, MOO 529A 1988/12/1 6,1^0.000 356.000.000
MCO 598 1991/4/1 RD/TC 52.000 Sand Point Airport Expansion 52.000
MCO 622 1991/9/7 RD/TC 2.050 Sand Pt Airport Expansion 2.050
MCO 632 1991/12/9 RD/TC 2.020.000 Anderson Bay TAGS Site 2,020.000

RESERVE USE

Subtotal 734.097.500

MCO 10 1968/2/29 RU 40.000 Anchorage 40.000
MCO 12 1968/7/16 RU 324.000 Fairbanks 324.000
MCO 13 1968/11/4 RU 40.992 Glennallen 40.992
MCO 14 1968/11/4 RU 38.864 Copper Center 38.864
MCO 16 1969/3/28 RU 10.090 Willow 10.090
MCO 17 1969/3/28 RU 640.000 Petersville Road 640.000
MCO 31 1971/10/28 RU 440.000 T V S F MOO 31A 1 1982/11/1 (440.000) 0.000
MOC 33 1971/10/28 RU 520.000 T V S  F M 00 33A1 1982/11/1 (520.000) 0.000
MCO 34 1971/10/28 RU 40.000 T V S F MOO 34A1 1982/11/1 (40.000) 0.000
MCO 47 1973/3/13 RU 630.000 Kodiak 630.000

% OF 
TOTAL

11.7%
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DATE ACREAGE CLOSED NET ACREAGE
MCO # EFF. DATE PURPOSE ACREAGE DESCRIPTION AMENDMENTS AMENDED OR IOPENED) CLOSED

MCO 40 1973/3/29 RU 338.457 Junonu 338.457

MCO 63 1974/7/8 RU 69.469 Juneau 69.469

MCO 64 1975/4/30 RU 174.725 Girdwood 174.725

MCO 69 1979/12/21 RU 1,920.000 Independence 1,920.000

MCO 191 1981/10/23 RU 74,500.000 Torror Lake 74,500.000

MCO 192 1981/10/8 RU 3,280.000 Anchorage Airport 3,280.000

MCO 250 1982/3/13 RU 65,698.000 Willow Capital Site 65,698.000

MCO 296 1982/12/7 RU 5.060 Circle Dis. Hist. Site 5.060

MCO 356 1983/8/28 RU 110.000 AK Gateway Shool Dis' 110.000

MCO 379 1983/11/15 RU 80.000 Non ana . 80.000

MCO 390 1985/11/23 RU 30.800 Div ol Forostry/Coppor River 30.800

MCO 397 1984/4/17 RU 425.000 Chena River Flood Control 425.000

MCO 409 1985/2/28 RU 2.590 Glennallon Library 2.590

MC0413 1984/7/17 RU 240.000 Parker Lako N. Homesteads 240.000

MCO 428 1984/7/16 RU 113.180 Central Gravel 113.180

MCO 476 1986/5/7 RU 24.000 Gold Creek Reclamation 24.000

MCO 477 1986/5/27 RU 71.250 Kenai Peninsula 71.250

MCO 402 1986/6/27 RU 34.337 Tract C, Cheri Lake 34.337

MCO 489 1986/9/19 RU 2.387 NRO Site 2.387

MCO 553 1988/3/8 RU 40.000 Suntrana Mine Historic Site 40.000

MCO 564 1988/7/7 RU 40.000 Russell Williams .035(b)(9) Recon 40.000

MCO 565 1989/2/24 RU 1,821.510 Gustavus Airport Release Sites 1,821.510

MCO 570 1988/12/20 RU 3,840.000 Nelson Lagoon Reconveyance 3,840.000

MCO 571 1988/11/4 RU 1,136.000 Noatak Natl Preserve Recon. 1,136.000

MCO 572 1988/11/10 RU 13,093.000 Bering Str. Native Corp. Recon. 13,093.000

MCO 578 1989/10/25 RU 160.000 Granite Mt Hot Springs Recon. 160.000

MCO 582 1990/5/9 RU 12.700 Lion6 Club Community Rec. 12.700

MCO 583 1989/11/1 RU 203.420 Homestake Ck/Grubstake Gulch Recon 203.420

MCO 585 1990/1/29 RU 1,975.890 Anchor Pt/Anchor R. CIRI STL 1,975.850

MCO 611 1991/11/29 RU 137.300 USMS 2383 .035(b)(9) Recon. 137.300

MC0614 1991/9/7 RU 41.220 Katoel R Tweet Claims Recon. 41.220

MCO 617 1991/9/7 RU 3.750 Kennicott Mining Claims Recon. 3.750

MC0618 1991/6/10 RU 1,317.360 City ol UnalakJeet Land Sale 1,317.360

% OF 
TOTAL
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DATE ACREAGE CLOSED NET ACREAGE %OF 
MCO # EFF. DATE PURPOSE ACREAGE DESCRIPTION AMENDMENTS AMENDED OR (OPENED) CLOSED TOTAL

MCO 624 1991/7/31 RU 15.000 Lottie Sparks/Nolchina School 15.000
MCO 639 1991/11/29 RU 1,400.000 Tdl Sale to Anchorage Municipality 1,400.000

Subtotal 174,060.351 2.8%

UNKNOWN

MCO 1 1965/3/26 UK 40.000 Willow Townsite, Ak SubcSv 40.000
MCO ? 1965/8/1 UK 116.230 T5N.R11W.SM . 116.230
MCO 3 1965/6/4 UK 12.500 New Girdwood Townsite 12.500
MCO 4 1965/6/21 UK 160.000 T12N, R3W, SM 160.000
MCO 5 1965/7/22 UK 59.470 Kadiak Ak Subdiv.. Kodiak 59.470
MCO 6 1966/6/29 UK 35.000 TIN, R1E, FM 35.000
MCO 7 1966/12/7 UK 12.100 T8S, R14W, SM 12.100
MCO 8 1967/1/18 UK 0.500 Old Federal Jail, Kodiak 0.500
MCO 9 1967/9/19 UK 0.120 Kodiak 0.120

Subtotal 435.920 0.0%

TOTAL 6,285,337.100 100.0%
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DATE ACREAGE CLOSED NET ACREAGE

MCO H EFF. DATE PURPOSE ACREAGE DESCRIPTION AMENDMENTS AMENDED OR (OPENED) CLOSED

MCO 590 1991/4/1 RD/TC 52.000 Sand Point Airport Expansion 52.000

MCO 605 1991/6/28 PR/WH 3,130.000 Roc Rivers Mgmt Plan 3,130.000

MCO 606 1991/6/28 PRAVH 3,700.000 Roc Rivors Mgmt Plan 3,700.000

MCO 608 1991/4/22 PR/WH 18,720.000 Anchor River/Fritz Crook CHA 18,720.000

MCO 609 1991/2/7 LD 8.500 City of Unalaska Tdl Salo 8.500

MCO 610 1991/3/3 LD 23.500 City of Unalaska Tdl Convey. 23.500

MCO 611 1991/11/29 RU 137.300 USMS 2383 .035(b)(9) Recon. 137.300

MCO 612 1991/6/10 LD 6.540 Living World Ministry 6.540

MCO 614 1991/9/7 RU 41.220 Katael R Tweet Claims Rocon. 41.220

MCO 615 1991/4/22 LD 4.450 Kalifonsky Beach Prof Rt 4.450

MCO 616 1991/6/27 PR/WH 240.000 Revised T B A P 240.000

MCO 617 1991/9/7 RU 3.750 Kennicott Mining Claims Rocon. 3.750

MCO 618 1991/6/10 RU 1,317.360 City of Unalakleet Land Sale 1,317.360

MCO 619 1991/7/10 LD 20.000 Neuberger Mt/Moltan Tole-com Site Lso 2O.U00

MCO 620 1991/7/1 LD 20.000 Bitzshtini Mt Tele com Site Lse 20.000

MCO 621 1991/6/24 LD 20.000 Porcupine Dome Tele com Site Lse 20.000

MCO 622 1991/9/7 RD/TC 2.050 Sand Pt Airport Expansion 2.050

MCO 624 1991/7/31 RU 15.000 Lottie Sparks/Nelchina School 15.000

MCO 625 1991/5/31 LD .190 Knute Johnson Tdl Conveyance .190

MCO 627 1991/9/11 LD 0.320 Ft Yukon-Ma/garot John-Pref Rt 0.320

MCO 629 1991/10/23 LD 3,809.410 City of Valdez 3,809.410

MCO 630 1991/9/7 LD 3.910 Kasiloff Pref Rt. 3.910

MCO 631 1991/9/7 LD 2.330 Kasiloff Pref Rt. 2.330

MCO 632 1991/12/9 RD/TC 2,020.000 Anderson Bay TAGS Site 2,020.000

MCO 634 1991/11/1 LD 8.800 Copper Center Pref Rt. 8.800

MCO 635 1991/11/1 LD 1.050 Houston Pref Rt. 1.050

MCO 636 1991/11/17 LD 2.430 Kasilof Subd Prof Rt 2.430

MCO 637 1991/11/17 LD 1.510 Kasilof Subd Pref Rt 1.510

MCO 639 1991/11/29 RU 1,400.000 Tdl Salo to Anchorage Municipality 1,400.000

MCO 640 1991/11/17 LD 2.990 Hope, Alaska Pref Rt 2.990

% OF 
TOTAL

Total Acres Closod during 1991 34,714.610



LAND REOPENED TO MINERAL ENTRY

State land which has been closed to new mineral entry can be reopened. This is accomplished by: (1) 
amending a mineral closing order (2) executing a mineral opening order (3) reclassification of land which 
was closed to mineral entry by classification between November 12, 1978 and September 7, 1983.

An accumulative total of approximately 479,000 acres of state land has been reopened to mineral entry 
by mineral order amendments or mineral opening orders. No acreage figure is available for lands 
reopened to mineral entry by reclassification.

38



STEVE FRANK
D IS TR IC T K 

SEAT A

J V la s b a  J& ta tc  l e g i s l a t u r e
I'iimncc t'omm iitcc 

Resource*. rum m iiic i ' 

I cgislaiive Council
110 N. C'ushman. Rm. 213 
I aitbatiks, Alaska 90701

Special Committee on Hanking & 

I com .hie Development
U 'h llr in Jiiiu'iiu 
P.O. Box V 

Juneau. Alaska 09KII 
(007) 465-3709

j ^ e n a t c

VICE-CHAIR 
Community & Regional 

Adairs CommitteeCapitol Rm. 5H

TQ The Senate Resoun ~  mittee

FROM: Senator Steve Frani

RE: Senate Bill 127 - "A'n/act relating to the use o f
state land."

DATE: M arch 13, 1991

Senate Bill 127 has beer, m odeled after legislation that originated during the 15th 
Legislature and was repeated during the 16th Legislature. In each case the bills were approved 
by the full Senate but died in the House. The goals achieved by the bill were recom m ended by the 
Alaska M inerals Commission in the ir first report to the Legislature and G overnor in 1987.

The first portion of the bill deals with the definition o f multiple use in Title 38  (Public 
Lands). It would r define the term  "multiple use" so that a ll achievable uses in an area are 
given equal consir .tion in the planning process. Based on the technical definition o f multiple 
use, the departm e... may conduct land use plans classifying an area for only some of the uses if 
they choose. For instance, classifying an area for just two uses meets the definition o f multiple 
use.

The second portion o f the bill deals with reporting requirements of the Departm ent of 
Natural Resources. It requires the agency to annually report

(1) to the legislature and the governor on lands closed to mineral entry during the 
preceding year, and

(2) to the legislature on lands closed to multiple use during the pre . •"

SB 127 requires DNR to report to the legislature and governor every f./e  years on lands 
that are, at the time of reporting, closed to mineral entry or have been w ithdrawn from 
multiple use by the legislature. There is also a provision in the bill giving the legislature the 
authority to disapprove mineral location and mining closures. They may also make 
recomm endations to the com m issioner, by resolution, on future management of the area.

One other technical change in the bill that should be noted is in section 3 (a). The new 
language simply rewrites part o f the existing law regarding lands classified for surface use, 
making it gramm atically correct and making the intent clear so it is not subject to varying 
in te rp re ta tio n s .

I welcom e your support for Senate Bill 127.
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TO: Senator Lloyd Jones, Chairman 
Senate Resources Committee

FROM: Senator Steve

RE: Senate Bill 197^- multiple use of state land

DATE: February 26, 1991

I would like to request a hearing in the Senate Resources Committee 
on Senate Bill 127 at your earliest convenience.

The purpose of the bill is twofold. First, it establishes a return to
the multiple use concept of public land management. It embodies the
concept that "multiple use" means all the achievable uses are considered
in the planning process on an equal basis For example, only two uses does 
not constitute "multiple use" if there are other uses that can coexist 
simultaneously. Multiple use means all the uses and it does not 
exclude compatible competing uses.

Second, it requires the Department of Natural Resources to provide 
the legislature and the governor with specific documentation of state 
lands closed to mineral entry. It also provides for a legislative 
mechanism to disapprove mineral closing orders.

Both of the concepts set forth in this bill were recommended by the 
Alaska Minerals Commission in their first report to the legislature and 
the governor in 1987. This bill passed the Senate last year in the form of 
SB 454 with 15 yeas, 0 nays, (5 excused). It was approved by the House 
Resources Committee but died in House Rules.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
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WALTER J. HICKEL, GOVERNOR

DEPARTMENT OE NATURAE RESOURCES ROP.O. BOX 1C70I6
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99510-7016 
PHONE: (907) 762-2170

DIVISION OF MINING □  3700 AIRPORT WAY
FAIRBANKS. ALASKA 99709
PHONE: (907) 451-2790

M a r c h  12, 1 9 9 1

M s .  T e r e s a  S a g e r - S t a n c l i f f  
O f f i c e  o f  S e n a t o r  S t e v e  F r a n k  
M a i l  S t o p  "V"
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

RE: S B  127

A t t a c h e d  a s  p e r  y o u r  r e q u e s t  a r e  e x a m p l e s  o f  c o n f l i c t s  r e s u l t i n g  
f r o m  u n e q u a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  m u l t i p l e  u s e s  o f  s t a t e  land. 
S p e c i f i c a l l y  i d e n t i f i e d  a r e  c a s e s  w h e r e  m i n i n g  w a s  i m p a c t e d  by 
o t h e r  l a n d  u s e s .

I h o p e  t h i s  is u s e f u l  t o  y o u .

S i n c e r e l y ,

S a m u e l  M. D u n a w a y ,  J r  

A c t i n g  D i r e c t o r

A t t a c h e d

cc: C i n d y  R o b e r t s
vr



A r e a s  w h e r e  m i n e r a l  e n t r y  o n  m u l t i p l e  u s e  l a n d s  h a s  b e e n  c l o s e d  o r  

r e s t r i c t e d  b y  l a n d  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t i o n .

1. H a t c h e r  P a s s  A r e a ,  W i l l o w  C r e e k  M i n i n g  D i s t r i c t

a. R e e d  L a k e s  a r e a  h a s  m o d e r a t e  t o  h i g h  m i n e r a l  p o t e n t i a l  
f o r  v e i n  a n d  p o r p h y r y  c o p p e r - g o l d  d e p o s i t s  a n d  is c l o s e d  
t o  m i n e r a l  e n t r y .  R e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e  h a s  l e d  t o  
r e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  s t a t e  l a n d s .  R o a d s  b u i l t  b y  
m i n e r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  h a s  a l l o w e d  a c c e s s  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n  u s e  
f o r c i n g  m i n e r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  out. T h e  a r e a  h a s  b e e n  
c l o s e d  t o  n e w  m i n e r a l  r e s o u r c e  d e v e l o p m e n t  u n d e r  t h e  

H a t c h e r  P a s s  M a n a g e m e n t  P l a n .

2. L a k e  C r e e k ,  S u s i t n a  R e c r e a t i o n  R i v e r s  P l a n ,  Y e n t n a  M i n i n g
D i s t r i c t

a. L a k e  C r e e k  w a s  c l o s e d  t o  m i n e r a l  e n t r y  b y  t h e  S u s i t n a  A r e a  
P l a n .  L a k e  C r e e k  d r a i n s  t h e  F a i r v i e w  M t n . - C o l l i n s v i l l e  
a r e a ,  c o m p r i s i n g  t h e  w e s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  Y e n t n a  M i n i n g  
D i s t r i c t .  R e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e  is s l o w l y  f o r c i n g  m i n i n g  
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  Y e n t n a  D i s t r i c t  t o  b e  c u r t a i l e d  a n d  
s t o p p e d .  L a k e  C r e e k  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  h a v e  g o o d  p o t e n t i a l  
f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  p l a c e r  g o l d  a n d  p g m  m e t a l s .  A  s m a l l  
p o r t i o n  of L a k e  C r e e k  m a y  b e  r e o p e n e d  t o  m i n e r a l  e n t r y  
u n d e r  t h e  R e c  R i v e r s  M a n a g e m e n t  Pla n .

3. T u g i d a k  I s l a n d ,  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t

a. B e a c h  p l a c e r  g o l d  d e p o s i t s  h a v e  b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d  o n  T u g i d a k  
I s l a n d  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s .  N u m e r o u s  p r o p o s a l s  t o  m i n e  t h e  
s o u t h e r n  b e a c h e s  h a v e  b e e n  h e l d  i n  l i m b o  b e c a u s e  o f  s e a l  
h a u l o u t  a r e a s  o n  t h e  n o r t h  a n d  e a s t  s i d e s  o f  t h e  i s l a n d .  
T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  in t h e  l a t e  1 9 8 D ' s  c r e a t e d  t h e  T u g i d a k  
I s l a n d  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t ,  w h i c h  h a s  m a d e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of 
b e a c h  p l a c e r  g o l d  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t .  T h e  I s l a n d  h a s  b e e n  o p e n  
t o  m i n e r a l  e n t r y  b u t  w i l l  s o o n  b e  p a r t i a l l y  c l o s e d .

4. Y e n t n a  M i n i n g  D i s t r i c t ,  K a h i l t n a  R i v e r ,  C a c h e  C r e e k ,  a n d  P e t e r s
C r e e k ,  S u s i t n a  A r e a  P l a n .

a. T h e  a r e a s  a r o u n d  t h e s e  d r a i n a g e s  h a v e  b e e n  m i n e d  s i n c e  t h e  
e a r l y  1 9 0 0 's. R o a d s  b u i l t  i n t o  t h e  m i n i n g  d i s t r i c t  f o r  
a c c e s s  f o r  m i n i n g  a r e  n o w  b e i n g  u s e d  b y  r e c r e a t i o n a l  v o e r s  

a n d  h u n t e r s  c r e a t i n g  c o n f l i c t s  b e t w e e n  v a r i o u s  u s e r  g r o u p s ,  
a r e a  r e s i d e n t s ,  a n d  p l a c e r  m i n e r s .  M a n y  f e e l  t h a t  p r e s s u r e  
f r o m  r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e r s  w i l l  f o r c e  m i n i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  a r e a .  
S B  124 m a y  d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t  t h i s  m i n i n g  d i s t r i c t  a n d  f o r c e  
t h e  c l o s u r e  o f  e x i s t i n g  m i n e s .  C r e a t i o n  o f  D e n a l i  S t a t e  
P a r k  c l o s e d  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  Y e n t n a  M i n i n g  D i s t r i c t  
t o  m i n e r a l  l o c a t i o n .
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M E M O R A N D l M March 11, 1991

SUBJECT:
TO:

Sectional Summary of SB 127 (W.O. 17LS-0587\A)
Senator Steve Frank 
Attn: Teresa

FROM: Jeriy Luckhaupt 
Legislative Counsel

This memorandum is a sectional summary of SB 127, an Act relating to the use of 
state land. Be advised that a sectional summary is not an authoritative interpretation 
of the bill. The bill itself is the best statement of its contents.

Section 1 of the bill amends the definition of multiple use provided in AS 38.04. This 
change also changes the definition of multiple use used in AS 38.05. See AS 38.05.- 
965(11).

Section 2 of the bill amends AS 38.05.185, dealing with mining and mining rights, by 
adding new subsections that require the commissioner of natural resources to 
annually report to the governor and the legislature the state land that has been closed 
to mining in the previous year. This section also includes provisions that allow the 
legislature to disapprove mining closures and to require the commissioner to report 
every five years on all state land closed to mining and make recommendations 
concerning its use.

Section 3 of the bill amends AS 38.05.300 by making some stylistic changes and 
amends the reporting requirement of subsection (b) by requiring the reporting of 
closures of land to multiple use.

Section 4 ot the bill provides that notwithstanding the five year reporting requirement 
of AS 38.05.185(g), enacted by sec. 2 of the bill, that the first report is due at the next 
regular session ot the legislature two years after the effective date of the Act.
JL:gc
91-136.glc



Revision Date: 3/12/91______

STATE OF ALASKA
1992 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

FISCAL NOTE
BILL NO. CSSB 127

Title: Management and use of state land
Department Affected: Fish and Game
BRU: Habitat___________________
Component: Habitat______________

Sponsor: Senator Frank 
Requestor: Senate Resources 
Expenditures/Revenues: ( l housanas ot Dollars)

COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 4 a
OPERATING FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 98

PERSONAL
SERVICES

0 0 0 0 0 0

TRAVEL 0 0 0 0 0 0
CONTRACTUAL 0 0 0 0 0 0
SUPPLIES 0 0 0 0 0 0
EQUIPMENT 0 0 0 0 0 0
LAND & 
STRUCTURES

0 0 0 0 0 0

GRANTS, CLAIMS 0 0 0 0 0 0
MISCELLANEOUS 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

REVENUE FUND 
SOURCE:

0 0 0 0 0 0

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars) ’

GENERAL FUND 0 0 0 0 0 0
FEDERAL FUNDS 0 0 0 0 0 0

OTHER FUND 
SOURCE:

0 0 0 0 0 0

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0

PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0

TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

Estimate of current year impact: None

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)

Prepared By: Geron Bruce

oDivision: Commissioner's O f f i c e ___________

Approved bv Commissioner: / * ^

Agency: Department of Fish and Game

Phone: 465-4100 

Date: 4/16/92

Date:
D is tr ib u tio n (by p ro pa ro r): Log. Tin. 

Rav 10/7/91

7 ' '/■
la g ls la t iv o  Sponsor, Roquostor, OMB/DBR, Gov. lo g is . OSC. i Inpactod Agoncy(i«s). 
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A

March 12, 1991

For: Senator Lloyd Jones, Chairman Senate Resource Committee

ii
The Alaska Minerals Commission endorses:

S.B. 126 - An Act relating to the review and reporting
requirements of agencies of the state relating 
to the state mineral policy; and providing for an
effective date.!

S.B. 127 - An Act relating to the Use of State Land.

/ / ]
Earl H. Beistline, Chairman 
Alaska Minerals Commission

7 ---



m e m o r a n d u m

To: Senator Frank

From: Alaska Minerals

Subject: S.B. #127, 17th
An Act Relating

Date: March 12, 1991

.</ .7

S.B. =127 pertains to issues that are of great importance to the Alaska 
Mineral Industry and the State of Alaska. Generally these are a realistic 
definition of "multiple use" as applied to utilization arid management of a 
number of resources that occur on the same land, and the classification, 
reclassification and resulting withdrawal of land from mineral exploration 
and development. i

i
Well recognized are the importance!of minerals directly and indirectly to 
the high standard of living enjoyed by people of the nation and the state. 
Also fundamental is that minerals and resulting mines are located where the 
minerals and metals have been deposited geologically and not where we may 
wish such materials and mining will occur- Noteworthy is that improved 
exploration technology is successful in currently locating economic mineral 
deposits that were not known a relatively short time ago, such as the Red 
Dog deposit in Northwest Alaska. Equally important is that present laws 
and regulations pertaining <,o mining assure that effective means are in 
place for maintaining a good and pleasing environment and that incomes de­
rived from natural resource developments provides a good state economy and 
finances support for environmentaljpolicies.

Multiple use, if not designed for an overall approach, has the effect of 
causing withdrawals of land from exploring for and utilization of mineral 
resources. By the same token, classification of land must be done in a 
judicial manner or further withdrawal of lands will preclude search for and 
utilization of mineral resources, jAt present it is estimated that 60^ of 
Alaska (Federal plus State) is nowj closed to mineral entry or any other form 
of entry.

j
Thus, before any classification of! land that is designated as withdrawn land 

fr.om mineral development, a mineral! assessment of potential source of minerals 
and metals is essential.

Senate Bill 127 provides the appropriate statute for assuring that mineral 
lands will not be arbitraily withdrawn by multiple use or by classification 
and reclassification.

The Alaska Minerals Commission has! recommended that the Legislature define 
multiple use in a realistic manneri and provide a process for land class­
ification and withdrawal that allows one use of all mineral and metals for 
the benefit of the state and mankind.
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An example of the specific recommendation that occurs in the 1991 Commission 
report pertaining to current definition of multiple use is:

Finding: On sxate lands not closed to mining, the principle of multiple-
use management has been abrogated to emphasize the primacy of recreational, 
habitat, and aesthetic uses. At present, the Legislature has defined 
"multi pi e-use" to mean management for more than one use but not necessarily 
more:than two uses. Therefore, the designation of wildlife habitat and scenic 
values as primary land uses satisfies the State's interpretation of "multi pie- 
use" management though it results in the restriction or prohibition of mining 
and other activities.

I
ihe Commission Recommends that: !

11. The Legislature and Governor should enact legislation redefining 
multiple use of state land and water such as Senate Bill 35 which was sub­
mitted in the 16th Legislature.

Similarily, the Commission report has the following finding leading to its 
recommendation pertaining to land withdrawals from mineral development and 
reclassification procedures

I
Ongoing regional land plans on state lands, and local expansion of coastal 
zone management plans to encompass;areas remote from the coastline restrict 
development and generally omit assessments of subsurface resources such as 
minerals, coal and industrial minerals in the process. Because development 
of natural resources is so often precluded in the planning process, the 
availability of state land to mineral entry is diminished.

The Alaska Minerals Commission recommends in its 1991 report:
t

#13. The Legislature!and the Governor should enact legislation 
limiting withdrawals of land priori to mineral assessment such as Senate Bill 
34 which was submitted in the 16th| Legislature.

II
If there are questions on the forgoing information and/or if additional 
information is needed, please contact the Alaska Minerals Commission.
Thank you kindly.for your positive! action on the recommendation of the 
Minerals Commission. i



S ummary of 1990 Land Classification Actions

pda ted  T a n a n a  B a sin  A r e a  P l a n

e Tanana Basin Area Plan was adopted by the Department of Natural Resources on April 4,1985. The plan has 
ice been updated and revised. The updated plan, which encompasses 14.8 million acres, was signed by the 
immissioner of the Department of Natural Resources on November 30, 1990.

ibie 2 . Tanana Basin Update Classification Acreage

CLASSIFICATION ACREAGE
Agriculture 164,840
Agriculture/Settlement 75,992
Forest 168,340
Forest/Public Recreation 19,040
Forest/Wildlife Habitat 631,026
Forest/Minerals/Public Recreation 25,920
Forest/Minerals/Wildlife Habitat 227,339
Forest/Public Recreation/Wildlife Habitat 291,568
Materials 15,740
Minerals 1.7,400
Minerals/Public Recreation 59,312
Minerals/Wildlife Habitat 1,282,520
Minerals/Public Recreation/Wildlife Habitat 700,433
Public Recreation 71,696
Public Recreation/Wildlife Habitat 3,513,574
Public Recreation/Transportadon Corridor/Wildlife 10,880
Public Recreation/Water Resources/Wildlife Habitat 19,200
Reserved Use 1,920
Resource Management 1,831,050
Settlement 826,008
Water Resources 28,640
Wildlife Habitat 4,821,815

TOTAL 14,804,253

.s h w it n a  M a n a g e m e n t  P la n

<ashwitna Management Plan was adopted by the Department of Natural Resources on October 24,1990. The 
missioner of the Department of Fish and Game signed the plan November 15,1990. The plan amends the 1982 
>w Sub-Basin Area Plan (WSAP), in the Kashwitna Unit. The Kashwitna Management Plan also amends the 
P in the Iron Creek and Little Willow Creek subunits to consolidate agricultural homestead areas and to provide 
cr habitat and recreation buffer along Little Willow Creek.

9
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Capiiol Rm. 417

j i e n a t e

Senate Bill 127 - An act relating to the use of state land

Senate Bill 127 has been modeled after legislation that originated during the 15th 
Legislature and was repeated during the 16th Legislature. In each case the bills 
were approved by the full Senate but died in the House. The goals achieved by 
the bill were recommended by the Alaska Minerals Commission in their first 
report to the Legislature and Governor in 1987.

The first portion of the bill deals with the definition of multiple use in Title 38 
(Public Lands). It would re-define the term "multiple use" so that all achievable 
uses in an area are given equal consideration in the planning process. Based on 
the technical definition of multiple use, the department may conduct land use 
plans classifying an area for only some of the uses if they choose. For instance, 
classifying an area for just two uses meets the definition of multiple use.

The second portion of the bill deals with reporting requirements of the 
Department of Natural Resources. It requires the agency to annually report

(1 ) to the legislature and the governor on lands closed to mineral entry 
during the preceding year, and

(2 ) to the legislature on lands closed to multiple use during the preceding
year.

SB 127 requires DNR to report to the legislature and governor every five years 
on lands that are, at the time of reporting, closed to mineral entry or have been 
withdrawn from multiple use by the legislature. There is also a provision in the 
bill giving the legislature the authority to disapprove mineral location and mining 
closures. They may also make recommendations to die commissioner, by 
resolution, on future management of the area.

One other technical change in the bill that should be noted is in section 3 (a). The 
new language simply rewrites part of the existing law regarding lands classified 
for surface use, making it grammatically correct and making the intent clear so it 
is not subject to varying interpretations.
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EXECUTIVE SUM M ARY
Hard-rock mining made a very significant contribution to the minerals sector of the Alaskan economy 
in 1990 after a nearly 50 year period of relative dormancy. This trend will continue as the level ot hard 
rock exploration has nearly doubled and many very promising deposits are near development decisions.

In contrast, production during 1990 from many small gold placer mines was only half that o f 1989 due 
to new environmental constraints. Environmental regulations also played a role in the U.S. Borax Quartz 
Hill project near Ketchikan, which will be on indefinite hold due in part to adverse decisions on environmental 
permits.

The recommendations o f the Alaska Minerals Commission address some of the more important and timely 
concerns of the mining industry. The order in which they are presented is prioritized to reflect the urgency 
with which they need to be addressed, but does not necessarily imply that later recommendations have 
diminished importance to the long term growth and health o f the industry.

The 35 recommendations of the Alaska Minerals Commission are listed below:

I. TAXATION:

Recommendation f f l :  The Governor and Legislature should move to exempt in-place minerals from municipal 
taxation.

II. MENTAL HEALTH LANDS:

Recommendation f f l :  The Governor and the Legislature should make the prompt settlement o f the Men­
tal Health Lands lawsuit a top priority during the upcoming legislative session.

Hi. LAND ACCESS AND AVAILABILITY:

Recommendation ff3: The Governor should direct the appropriate agencies to assert the state’s rights on 
all known RS2477 trails as quickly as possible.

Recommendation ff4: The Governor and Legislature should urge the U.S. Congress and federal administration 
to implement the provisions o f the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA) protec­
ting prior existing rights and exemptions allowed in the act.

Recommendation ft5: In conformity with sections 101c! and 1326b o f ANILCA, no more federal land in 
Alaska should be withdrawn from mineral entry by either wilderness designation or by de facto withdrawals 
such as the Areas o f Critical Environmental Concern.

Recommendation tf6: The State o f Alaska should select some 2.5 million acres in the southern National 
Petroleum Reserve-Alaska (NPR-A).

IV. WATER QUALITY ISSUES:

Recommendation f f l :  The Governor should direct the Departm ent o f Environmental Conservation (DEC) 
to implement a policy that allows discharge water mixing zones to extend downstream to the point of 
the next substantiated use.

Recommendation ft8: DEC should also be directed by the Governor to revise the water quality standards 
for turbidity to attainable levels.

iv



Recommendation 09: The Governor should direct DEC to strongly resist attempts by EPA to force the 
State of Alaska to expand the list of waterbodies classified as threatened or impaired by nonpoint sources 
o f discharge.

V. GEOLOGICAL AND GEOPHYSICAL MAPPING:

Recommendation 010: The Governor and the Legislature should invest at least $5 million per year for 
at least 10 years to produce basic geologic and geophysical maps necessary for successful mineral explora­
tion programs.

VI. OTHER STATE ISSUES:

STATE MINERAL POLICIES:

Recommendation 011: The Legislature and Governor should enact legislation redefining multiple use o f 
state land and water, such as Senate Bill 35 which was submitted in the 16th Legislature.

Recommendation 012: The Governor should establish that, consistent with Section 1 of Article 8 o f the 
State Constitution, mineral development is in the best interest o f  the State, and must be recognized in 
state land management actions.

S'NN Recommendation 013: The Legislature and Governor should enact legislation limiting withdrawals o f land 
prior to mineral assessments similar to Senate Bill 34 which was submitted in the 16th Legislature.

Recommendation 014: All agencies which impact mining should be required by the Governor and Legislature 
to report their action regarding mineral land availability to the Commissioner of the Department of Natural 
Resources by October o f each year as proposed in CSSB 178 during the 16th Legislature.

RESOURCE CABINET:

Recommendation 015: The Governor should include the Commissioner of the Department o f Commerce 
and Economic Development as a member of the Resource Cabinet.

STATE LAND MANAGEMENT:

Recommendation 016: The Governor should review the statutory authority, administrative regulations, 
and current orders, actions and procedures of all state agencies and take such measures and actions necessary 
to eliminate overlapping or conflicting regulatory authority and duplication of permitting requirements.

COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT:

Recommendation 017: The Governor and Legislature should request the Attorney General’s office to review 
the 1980 opinion precluding legislative oversight of the Coastal Management Program.

Recommendation 018: The Legislature should establish a schedule to update and reevaluate coastal manage­
ment plans, recognizing resource development as an acceptable land-use option.

Recommendation 019: The Legislature should identify the future role and scope of authority of the coastal 
resource management programs and boards.

COAL ISSUES:

Recommendation 020: The Governor should initiate a review o f coal development issues to establish a 
state coal policy that will provide direction for Alaska’s domestic energy supply and for the expansion

v
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8 Alaska Minerals Commission

II. LAND MANAGEMENT

A. Multiple-Use

FINDINGS: The amount of land in Alaska that will ever be used for mining is very small (less than 
three-tenths of one percent of the iand area of the United States has been disturbed by mining 
since 1776). Yet the majority of Alaska lands have been withdrawn f rom mineral entry. In 1968, 
only 53 million acres (14%) were closed to mineral entry. In 1986, 234 million acres (62%) of 
Alaska's lands have been closed to mineral entry.

Over 80% of all federal land in Alaska is closed, much of it having been withdrawn by ANILCA and 
subsequent federal land management plans. In recent years the implementation of regional state 
land-use plans and the legislative creation of state parks or other special use areas have resulted in 
the present closure of 8% of state owned lands.

Additionally, complex, overlapping and restrictive land management policies as well as on-going 
lawsuits cloud the rights of the holders of mining claims or leaser,, and discourage further investment 
in the development of Alaska's mineral resources.

On state lands not closed to mining, the principle of multiple-use management has been abrogated 
to emphasize the primacy of recreational, habitat and aesthetic uses. At present, the legislature has 
defined "multiple-use" to mean management for more than one use but not necessarily more than 
two uses. Therefore, the designation of wildlife habitat and scenic values as primary land uses 
satisfies the state's interpretation of "multiple-use" management though it results in the restriction 
or prohibition of m in in g .^ _______________________________________— ______________

. This practice subordinates the use of mineral resources and discourages the development and extrac- 
, tion of mineral resources. For example, in the Nelchina Public Use Area (which is designated as a 
1 multiple-use area) exploration, development and extraction of subsurface resources is allowed 
only if found to be compatible with the primary uses of wildlife habitat and recreation. While 
state lands classified for such uses are technically open for mineral entry, the risk that the develop­
ment and extraction of minerals will be restricted is sufficient to discourage investment on these 
lands, further reducing the effective land base in Alaska available for mineral use.

Before the state disposes of its resources, whether through leases or sales, the Department of Natural 
Resources must make a determination that the action will serve the best interests of the state. The 
benefits of economic development have not always been adequately addressed in making best 
interest determinations.

THE COMMISSION RECOMMENDS THAT:

2. The Legislature amend Alaska Statute 38.05.300 as follows:

Classification of lands, (a) The commissioner shall, where considered necessary and proper, 
classify land for surface use. This section does not prevent reclassification of land, where 
the public interest warrants reclassification, nor does it preclude multiple use of land whenever 
different uses are compatible. State land, water, or land and water area may not, except by act 
of the state legislature, be closed to multiple use or to mineral entry if the area involved 
contains more than 640 acres.
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I 3. The Legislature redefine, to conform with constitutional intent, the various definitions of
! "multiple use" in the Alaska Statutes to require the management of state lands for the use of

all resources rather than allocating or selectively denying resource use;

4. The Legislature make closures of land to mineral entry only where documented and 
demonstrated incompatible use is proven and only when preceded by a mineral assessment;

5. The Legislature and Governor periodically review lands closed to mineral entry to assess 
the need for continued closure and, if there is no longer a compelling need for closure, return 
the land to multiple-use designation;

6. The Governor require state planning agencies to encourage the use of all resources on its 
lands rather than designating single or primary uses and require that only when a documented 
and demonstrated incompatible use is proven should there be any restrictions on the use of 
any resource;

7. The Governor direct the Commissioner of the Department of Natural Resources to review 
state lands presently classified other than Resource Management Lands and reclassify most of 
the state's lands as Resource Management Lands as per 11 AAC 55.200 to be managed for 
multiple-use;

8. The Governor make clear to the U.S. Congress and Federal Administration that further restric­
tions or withdrawals of federal land from multiple-use designation are not acceptable and assure 
that regulations enacted to implement the provisions of the Alaska National Interest 
Lands Conservation Act protect the "prior existing rights and exemptions" allowed in that act;

9. The Governor establish that mineral development is a priority in the best interest of the state 
that must be recognized in all state land management actions requiring a "Best Interest Finding”.

B. Coastal Zone Management

FINDINGS: Coastal Zone Management programs have exceeded the intent of the law and are being 
challenged by the federal government. The programs include unwarranted extensions of boundaries 
far beyond a reasonable definition of coastal areas (in some cases hundreds of miles inland); have 
designated subsistence and fisheries as primary uses, subordinating all other uses even when they are 
"Uses of State Concern and National Interest"; and have included absolute prohibitions on certain 
activities. The approval of these programs by the Alaska Coastal Policy Council constitutes the 
relinquishment by the state of its authority to manage and regulate resource development.

Additionally, the making of consistency determinations" within the Office of the Governor, Division 
of Governmental Coordination has added a new layer of government to the permitting process for 
projects in the coastal zone. Not only has this removed authority from those agencies already vested 
to manage Alaska's lands, but has increased the likelihood that the permitting process be subject to 
political pressures rather than solely technical considerations.

THE COMMISSION RECOMMENDS THAT:

10. The Legislature affirm coastal zone boundaries as originally defined by biophysical areas 
in 1978 by the Alaska Department of Fish and Game and approved by the iegisiature in 1979;
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DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME 
POSITION PAPER

Bill No: S e n a t e  B i l l  127

Sponsor: S e n a t o r  F r a n k

Division: H a b i t a t

Bill Title: A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  u s e  o f  s t a t e  l a n d

Department Position: T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  i s  o p p o s e d  t o

t h i s  b i l l .

T h e  b i l l  c a n  b e  r e a d  t o  a m e n d  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  m u l t i p l e  u s e  a s  it 
is d e f i n e d  in A S  3 8 . 0 4  ( A l a s k a  L a n d s  Ac t )  t o  r e q u i r e  t h a t  m u l t i p l e  
u s e  l a n d s  b e  m a n a g e d  f o r  a l l  o f  t h e i r  r e s o u r c e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
c o m p a t i b l e  c o m p e t i n g  u s e s ;  t h e r e b y  n e g a t i n g  c u r r e n t  s t a t u t o r y  
d i s c r e t i o n  t o  m a n a g e  l a n d s  f o r  a p r e d o m i n a n t  u s e  o r  f o r  l e s s  t h a n  
a l l  c o m p a t i b l e  c o m p e t i n g  u s e s .  I t  is u n c l e a r  w h e t h e r ,  f o r  
p r a c t i c a l  p u r p o s e s ,  S B  127 w o u l d  a c t u a l l y  r e s u l t  i n  a c h a n g e  i n  t h e  
d e f i n i t i o n  o f  m u l t i p l e  u s e .  I f  i t  d o e s  n o t ,  t h e n  t h e  b i l l  is
l i k e l y  t o  c r e a t e  e x p e c t a t i o n s  a m o n g  i t s  p r o p o n e n t s  t h a t  s t a t e
a g e n c i e s  w i t h  l a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  m a y  h a v e  d i f f i c u l t y  
l i v i n g  u p  to. I f  t h e  b i l l  a c t u a l l y  w o u l d  c h a n g e  t h e  o p e r a b l e
d e f i n i t i o n  o f  m u l t i p l e  u s e ,  t h e n  t h e r e  a r e  a n u m b e r  o f  r e s o u r c e
m a n a g e m e n t  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  w o u l d  r e s u l t .  T h e s e  a r e  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  
t h e  b a l a n c e  o f  t h i s  a n a l y s i s .  T h e  l a n g u a g e  i n  S B  1 2 7  is u n c l e a r  
a n d  t h u s  m a y  l i m i t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e ' s  (DNR) 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  f l e x i b i l i t y  t o  c l a s s i f y  a n d  a c t i v e l y  m a n a g e  s t a t e  
l a n d s  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  b e n e f i t .  S e c t i o n  1 m a y  r e m o v e  t h e  D N R ' s  
a u t h o r i t y  t o  c l a s s i f y  o r  m a n a g e  s t a t e  l a n d s  f o r  a p r e d o m i n a n t  us e ,  
f o r  l e s s  t h a n  a l l  c o m p a t i b l e  c o m p e t i n g  u s e s ,  o r  t o  s e l e c t i v e l y  
m a n a g e  l a n d s  f o r  a p r e f e r e n t i a l  b e n e f i c i a l  us e .  ( C o n t i n u e d  o n  
a t t a c h e d  p a g e s )

Commissioner’s S ignatur^
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T h e  b i l l  a l s o  r e q u i r e s  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  a n  a n n u a l  l e g i s l a t i v e  r e p o r t  
o n  l a n d s  c l o s e d  t o  m i n e r a l  l o c a t i o n  a n d  m i n i n g ,  a n d  e x p a n d s  t h e  
a n n u a l  l e g i s l a t i v e  r e p o r t i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  A S  3 8 . 0 5 . 3 0 0 ( b )  
r e l a t i n g  t o  s t a t e  l a n d s  a n d  w a t e r s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y  c l o s e d  t o  
m u l t i p l e  u s e .  S e c t i o n  1 m a y  a l s o  l i m i t  o r  c o n d i t i o n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  
o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e ' s  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  p e r m i t t i n g  a u t h o r i t i e s  w i t h i n  
S t a t e  G a m e  R e f u g e s ,  S t a t e  G a m e  S a n c t u a r i e s ,  a n d  S t a t e  C r i t i c a l  
H a b i t a t  A r e a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  A S  1 6 . 2 0 .  T h e s e  a r e a s  h a v e  b e e n  
l e g i s l a t i v e l y  p r o t e c t e d  i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e i r  o u t s t a n d i n g  n a t u r a l  
h a b i t a t  a n d  a s s o c i a t e d  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  r e s o u r c e  v a l u e s .  S e c t i o n  
3 a p p e a r s  t o  d e l e t e  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  s t a t e  l a n d s  b e  c l a s s i f i e d  
f o r  s u r f a c e  u s e  a n d  g r a n t s  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  D N R  d i s c r e t i o n  t o  
c l a s s i f y  l a n d s  w h e r e  c o n s i d e r e d  n e c e s s a r y  a n d  p r o p e r .  W e  a r e  
f u r t h e r  c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  b e c a u s e  t h e  D N R ' s  s t a t e w i d e  l a n d  u s e  
p l a n n i n g ,  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  a n d  d i s p o s a l  p r o c e s s  h a s  a l r e a d y  
a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  u s e  o f  s t a t e  l a n d  f o r  s o m e  o r  l e s s  t h a n  a l l  
p o t e n t i a l  u s e s ,  t h a t  S B  1 2 7  m a y  b e  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  i m p l i c i t l y  
n u l l i f y i n g  t h e  D N R ' s  e x i s t i n g  l a n d  u s e  p l a n s .  T h i s  l e g a l  
u n c e r t a i n t y  w i l l  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t  b o t h  p r i v a t e  a n d  p u b l i c  u s e r s  o f  
s t a t e  l a n d .

T h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  m u l t i p l e  u s e  in S B  1 2 7  e m p h a s i z e s  t h a t  t h e  l a n d  
b e  u s e d  f o r  " a l l "  r a t h e r  t h a n  " s o m e  o r  a l l "  r e s o u r c e s .  A l t h o u g h  S B  
1 2 7 's r e d u c e d  e m p h a s i s  o n  " t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  l a n d  f o r  l e s s  t h a n  a l l  of 
t h e  r e s o u r c e s "  is a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  t h e  a d d e d  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  
m u l t i p l e  u s e  " d o e s  n o t  e x c l u d e  c o m p a t i b l e  c o m p e t i n g  u s e s , "  t h e  
l a t t e r  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  d e t e r m i n a t i o n s  b e  m a d e  a s  t o  
w h e t h e r  c o m p e t i t i o n  b e t w e e n  u s e r s  is s u f f i c i e n t l y  g r e a t  to r e s u l t  
i n  i n c o m p a t i b i l i t y .  A b s e n t  a l e g i s l a t i v e  d e f i n i t i o n  f o r  
" c o m p a t i b l e , "  t h i s  m e a s u r e  w i l l  e s s e n t i a l l y  r e q u i r e  t h a t  a l l  s t a t e  
l a n d  a n d  i t s  v a r i o u s  r e s o u r c e  v a l u e s  b e  m a n a g e d  a s  o p e n  p u b l i c  
d o m a i n  o n  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  a l l  c o m p e t i n g  u s e s  a r e  c o m p a t i b l e ,  
u n l e s s  c l e a r  a n d  c o n v i n c i n g  e v i d e n c e  t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y  i s  a v a i l a b l e .  
T h e  b u r d e n  o f  p r o o f  f o r  d e t e r m i n a t i o n s  o f  i n c o m p a t i b i l i t y  w o u l d  

t h u s  b e  s h i f t e d  t o  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  m a y ,  (1) u n d u l y  t a x  a l r e a d y  
s t r a i n e d  a g e n c y  s t a f f s  a n d  b u d g e t s ,  (2) c r e a t e  d e l a y s  i n  l a n d  u s e  
d e c i s i o n s  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  b u r d e n s o m e  t o  p r i v a t e  i n d u s t r y  a n d  t h e  
g e n e r a l  p u b l i c ,  a n d  (3) r e d u c e ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n c r e a s e ,  s t a t e  l a n d  
m a n a g e m e n t  f l e x i b i l i t y  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  e v e r  c h a n g i n g  e c o n o m i c  a n d  
s o c i a l  d e m a n d s  o n  t h e  s t a t e  l a n d  a n d  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e  b a s e .

U n d e r  a w o r s t  c a s e  j u d i c i a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  S B  1 2 7 's m u l t i p l e  u s e  
d e f i n i t i o n  c o u l d  p o t e n t i a l l y  p r e c l u d e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  l a n d  s a l e s ,  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  d i s p o s a l s ,  m i n e r a l  c l o s i n g  o r d e r s ,  g r a z i n g  l e a s e s ,  

m a t e r i a l  s a l e s ,  t i m b e r  s a l e s ,  c o a l  l e a s e s ,  a n d  r i g h t - o f - w a y  l e a s e s  
(e.g., o i l  a n d  g a s  p i p e l i n e s )  u n l e s s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  
l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t i o n .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  u n d e r  S B  1 2 7 's m u l t i p l e  u s e  
d e f i n i t i o n ,  D N R  m i g h t  b e  u n a b l e  t o  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y  c l a s s i f y  l a n d s  

a s  a t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o r r i d o r  o r  g r a n t  a r i g h t - o f - w a y  l e a s e  f o r  a 
g a s  p i p e l i n e  w i t h o u t  a l s o  a l l o w i n g  " c o m p a t i b l e "  a g r i c u l t u r a l  u s e  of

S e n a t e  B i l l  1 2 7  C o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  D e p a r t m e n t  P o s i t i o n  P a p e r
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t h e  s u r f a c e  l a n d  o v e r l y i n g  t h e  b u r i e d  g a s  p i p e l i n e .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  
s t a t e ' s  e x i s t i n g  c o m m o n  c a r r i e r  p i p e l i n e  l e s s e e s  (a n d  p r e s u m a b l y  
n e w  o i l  a n d  g a s  p i p e l i n e  o w n e r s  a s  w e l l )  g e n e r a l l y  o p p o s e  
a u t h o r i z a t i o n  o f  c o m p e t i n g  s u r f a c e  u s e s  w i t h i n  t h e  r i g h t - o f - w a y ,  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  u s e  o f  s u r f a c e  l a n d s  o v e r  b u r i e d  g a s  p i p e l i n e s  is a 
c o m m o n  L o w e r - 4 8  p r a c t i c e .  A b s e n t  l e g i s l a t i v e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  D N R  
w o u l d  b e  u n a b l e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  c l e a r  a n d  c o n v i n c i n g  e v i d e n c e  f o r  
i n c o m p a t i b i l i t y .  I n  s h o r t ,  S B  1 2 7 's m u l t i p l e  u s e  d e f i n i t i o n  w o u l d  
l a r g e l y  s h i f t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  d e t e r m i n i n g  n o n c o m p a t i b i l i t y  f r o m  
t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  b r a n c h  o f  g o v e r n m e n t .

T h e  e x i s t i n g  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  m u l t i p l e  u s e  is c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  
s t a t e ' s  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o v i s i o n  t h a t  " F i s h ,  f o r e s t ,  w i l d l i f e ,  
g r a s s l a n d s ,  a n d  a l l  o t h e r  r e p l e n i s h a b l e  r e s o u r c e s  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  
s t a t e  s h o u l d  b e  u t i l i z e d ,  d e v e l o p e d  a n d  m a i n t a i n e d  i n  a s u s t a i n e d  
y i e l d  p r i n c i p l e ,  s u b j e c t  t o  p r e f e r e n c e s  a m o n g  b e n e f i c i a l  u s e s  

( e m p h a s i s  a d d e d ) . "  T h e  e x i s t i n g  d e f i n i t i o n  a c c o m m o d a t e s  t h e  
c o m m o n l y  r e c o g n i z e d  f a c t  t h a t  a l l  p o t e n t i a l  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e  u s e s  
m a y  n o t  b e  c o m p a t i b l e  o n  e v e r y  a c r e .  T h e  c u r r e n t  d e f i n i t i o n  a l s o  
a l l o w s  f o r  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  a n d  r e a s o n a b l e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of 
a p p r o p r i a t e  p r i m a r y ,  s e c o n d a r y ,  a n d  i n c o m p a t i b l e  u s e s  o n  a n  a r e a -  
s p e c i f i c  b a s i s .

I t  s h o u l d  a l s o  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h i s  p r o v i s i o n  h a s  a l o n g  h i s t o r y  in 
f e d e r a l  law. I n  f a c t ,  t h e  e n t i r e  p o r t i o n  o f  e x i s t i n g  A S  3 8 . 0 4 . 9 1 0  
t h a t  S B  127 p r o p o s e s  t o  a m e n d  is p r a c t i c a l l y  i d e n t i c a l  t o  l a n g u a g e  
in t h e  f e d e r a l  M u l t i p l e  U s e - S u s t a i n e d  Y i e l d  A c t  o f  J u n e  12, 1 9 6 0  
( E n c l o s u r e  1). L a t e r  f e d e r a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  ( F e d e r a l  L a n d  P o l i c y  a n d  
M a n a g e m e n t  A c t  o f  1 9 7 6 ,  E n c l o s u r e  1) h a s  r e t a i n e d  t h e  e m p h a s i s  of 
t h e  M u l t i p l e  U s e - S u s t a i n e d  Y i e l d  A c t  a n d  h a s  a d d e d  r e f e r e n c e  t o  
s p e c i f i c  r e s o u r c e  u s e s .

F o r  p r a c t i c a l  p u r p o s e s ,  e v e r y  l a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  d e c i s i o n  t h a t  D N R  
m a k e s  a n d  w h i c h  p o t e n t i a l l y  a f f e c t s  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  
i n v o l v e s  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a d e q u a t e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  b o t h  t h o s e  f i s h  a n d  
w i l d l i f e  v a l u e s  t h a t  a r e  r e a d i l y  q u a n t i f i a b l e  ( s u c h  a s  e x - v e s s e l  
a n d  f i r s t  w h o l e s a l e  v a l u e s  o f  c o m m e r c i a l  f i s h e r i e s )  a n d  t h e  m y r i a d  
o f  v a l u e s  t h a t  a r e  m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  q u a n t i f y  a n d  l e s s  t a n g i b l e .  
W h i l e  it is n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  h o w  p a s t  r e s o u r c e  t r a d e o f f  
d e c i s i o n s  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  d i f f e r e n t l y  h a d  t h e  c h a n g e s  p r o p o s e d  
in S B  1 2 7  b e e n  i n  p l a c e ,  o n e  c a n  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  
e m p h a s i s  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e ' s  m u l t i p l e  u s e  s t a t u t e  p l a c e s  or 
c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  l e s s  t a n g i b l e  v a l u e s ,  t h e  g r e a t e r  w i l l  b e  t h e  
a s s u r a n c e s  t h a t  t h e  b e n e f i c i a l  u s e  o f  t h o s e  r e s o u r c e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  
t o  b e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  p r e s e n t  a n d  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s .
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WALTER J. NICKEL, G O V E R N O R
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M a r c h  12, 1 9 9 1

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  L l o y d  J o n e s ,  C h a i r  
S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  
P . O .  B o x  V  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Jones:

S u b j e c t : S e n a t e  B i l l  127, w h i c h  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  u s e  o f  s t a t e  l a n d .

P o s i t i o n : T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  d o e s  n o t  o b j e c t  t o  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h i s
b i l l ,  t h a t  a r e a s  c l o s e d  t o  m i n i n g  o r  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  m i n e r a l  l e a s i n g  
s h o u l d  b e  d o c u m e n t e d  o n  a n  a n n u a l  b a s i s ,  a n d  s u m m a r i z e d  e v e r y  f i v e  
y e a r s .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  c a n  r e a d i l y  r e p o r t  t h e  l e g a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  
t h e  a r e a s  i n v o l v e d ,  a n d  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  a n d  d a t e s  o f  t h e  c l o s u r e s .  
W h e n  a n  a r e a  is a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y  c l o s e d  t o  m i n i n g ,  t h e  r e q u i r e d  
w r i t t e n  f i n d i n g  d e s c r i b e s  w h y  c l o s i n g  it t o  m i n i n g  is i n  t h e  b e s t  
i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  state... T h e s e  f i n d i n g s  c a n  b e  f o r w a r d e d  t o  t h e  
L e g i s l a t u r e  e a c h  year.L, R e q u i r i n g  m i n e r a l  v a l u a t i o n s . o r  a s s e s s m e n t s  
f o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  m i n e r a l  c l o s u r e s  is n o t  n e c e s s a r y .  \ T h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  m a n a g e s  l a n d s  f o r  m u l t i p l e  u s e  a n d  o n l y  c l o s e s  l a n d  t o  a 
u s e  i f  d o i n g  s o  i s  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .

L a n d  v a l u a t i o n  e x e r c i s e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  t r u s t  
l a n d  i s s u e  h a v e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h a t  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  v a l u e  o f  m i n e r a l  
r e s o u r c e s  i n  p l a c e  is e x t r e m e l y  d i f f i c u l t  i f  n o t  i m p o s s i b l e .  O u r  
f i s c a l  n o t e  s h o w s  o n l y  t h e  c o s t  o f  a m i n e r a l  a s s e s s m e n t  p e r  
t o w n s h i p ,  it d o e s  n o t  a d d r e s s  m i n e r a l  v a l u a t i o n .

B a c k g r o u n d : T h e r e  a r e  t w o  t y p e s  o f  m i n e r a l  c l o s u r e s  o n  s t a t e  l a n d s :

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c l o s u r e s  a r e  m a d e  b y  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  c f  DNR, in 
r e s p o n s e  t o  a  s p e c i f i c  s i t u a t i o n  a n d  g e n e r a l l y  o n  v e r y  l i m i t e d  
a c r e a g e .  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c l o s u r e s  a r e  d o c u m e n t e d  b y  " b e s t  i n t e r e s t "  
f i n d i n g s  w h i c h  a n a l y z e  a l l  t h e  u s e s  o f  a n  a r e a  a n d  d e f i n e  t h e  p u b l i c  
b e n e f i t  o f  l i m i t i n g  s o m e  o p t i o n s .  C l o s u r e s  a n d  r e s t r i c t i o n s  t o  
m i n e r a l  l e a s i n g  c a n  b e  r e v e r s e d  b y  f u t u r e  f i n d i n g s ,  as c i r c u m s t a n c e s  
c h a n g e .

L e g i s l a t i v e l y  d e s i g n a t e d  a r e a s  a r e  c r e a t e d  b y  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  
a r e  p e r m a n e n t .  M u l t i p l e  u s e  o p t i o n s  c a n  b e  r e s t r i c t e d  b y  t h e  
d e s i g n a t i n g  s t a t u t e  a n d  c a r r i e d  o u t  b y  D N R  t h r o u g h  t h e  l a n d  u s e  
p l a n n i n g  p r o c e s s .  M a j o r  a c r e a g e s  a r e  o f t e n  a f f e c t e d  b y  l e g i s l a t i v e  
d e s i g n a t i o n s .  (For e x a m p l e ,  t h e  p r o p o s e d  S u s i t n a  V a l l e y  R e m o t e  
R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a  a f f e c t s  o v e r  2 m i l l i o n  a c r e s  o f  s t a t e  l a nd.)

T h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  t o  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  G o v e r n o r  a n d  
t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  e a c h  y e a r  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  s t a t e  l a n d  c l o s e d  to



m i n e r a l  l o c a t i o n  a n d  m i n i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e v i o u s  c a l e n d a r  y e a r .  T h e  
r e p o r t  w o u l d  i n c l u d e  a l e g a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  c l o s e d  l a n d  a n d  its 
k n o w n  o r  e s t i m a t e d  r e s o u r c e  v a l u e .  If t h e  a m o u n t  o f  l a n d  c l o s e d  

d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r  e x c e e d s  5 , 1 2 0  a c r e s ,  a m i n e r a l  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  
a r e a  m u s t  b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  r e p o r t .  E v e r y  f i v e  y e a r s ,  t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  w o u l d  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  r e p o r t  o n  t h e  t o t a l  a m o u n t  o f  s t a t e  
l a n d  w i t h d r a w n  f r o m  m u l t i p l e  u s e  at t h a t  t i m e ,  b y  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  as 
w e l l  as l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t i o n s .

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n : W e  s u g g e s t  a m e n d i n g  t h e  b i l l  to r e q u i r e  v a l u i n g  or
a s s e s s i n g  m i n e r a l  r e s o u r c e s  o n l y  w h e n  a n e w  l e g i s l a t i v e  d e s i g n a t i o n  
is m a d e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

C o m m i s s i o n e r

cc: C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s
S e n a t o r  F r a n k  

S e n a t o r  F i s c h e r  
S e n a t o r  P e a r c e

B r u c e  K e n d a l l ,  L e g i s l a t i v e  L i a i s o n ,  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r
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Components: Commissioner's Office

COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 423

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND&STRUCTURES
GRANTS,CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

64.6 10.6 10.6 10.6 10.6 10.6

2.0
1.0 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5

TOTAL OPERATING 67.6 11.1 11.1 11.1 11.1 11.1

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND 67.6 11.1 11.1 11.1 11.1 11.1
FEDERALFUNDS
OTHER
TOTAL 67.6 11.1 11.1 11.1 11.1 11.1

POSITIONS: -

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

Estimate of Current year impact: 
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

See Attached

Prepared by: Carol Wilson 
Division: Commissioner's Office
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Date:

Approved by Commissioner:_____________
Agency: Department of Natural Resources
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F i s c a l  M o te  SB 1 2 7 ,  c o n t i n u e d .

1 0 0  P e r s o n a l  S e r v i c e s

L a n d  & W a t e r  N R O  I ( n o n - p e r m ,  R a n g e  14A) $ 4 2 . 6  $ 3.6
F Y  92 —  f o r  a u d i t  o f  e x i s t i n g  m i n e r a l  o r d e r  f i l e s  (appr o x .  
650) a n d  t h e  l a n d  b a s e  t o  e n s u r e  a c c u r a t e  d a t a  e n t r y ;  f o r  
d a t a  e n t r y  a n d  a s s e m b l i n g  o f  d a t a  f o r  r e p o r t  (12 m o n t h s ) .
F Y  93 a n d  b e y o n d  —  u p k e e p  a n d  c o o r d i n a t i o n  (1 m o . / y r . ) .

M a n a g e m e n t  A n a l y s t / P r o g r a m m e r  I I I  1 5 . 0  0.0
F Y  92 —  f o r  p r o g r a m m i n g  s u p p o r t  f o r  m i n e r a l  r e p o r t s  
c r e a t e d  f r o m  c o m p u t e r i z e d  d a t a  (3 m o n t h s ) .

N R O  II 5 . 0  5.0
F Y  92 a n d  b e y o n d  —  f o r  g e o g r a p h i c  m a p p i n g  o f  d a t a  (1 mo.)

M i n i n g  D o c u m e n t  P r o c e s s o r  2 . 0  2.
F Y  92 a n d  b e y o n d  —  c o m p i l i n g  m i n e r a l  l e a s i n g  i n f o .
( R a n g e  8, 3 w e e k s )

FY 9 2  FY 9 3

3 0 0  C o n t r a c t u a l
M a n a g e m e n t  —  D O A  C h a r g e b a c k  2 . 0  0 . 0

4 0 0  S u p p l i e s

M a n a g e m e n t / L & W  —  P l o t t e r  a n d  o f f i c e  s u p p l i e s  1 . 0  .5

T o t a l  $ 6 7 . 6  $ 11 . 1

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a n  a n n u a l  c a p i t a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
$ 1 4 , 1 7 0  p e r  t o w n s h i p  w o u l d  b e  n e e d e d  t o  d e v e l o p  a n  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e
m i n e r a l  r e s o u r c e s  o f  a l l  a r e a s  c l o s e d  t o  m i n i n g  o r  r e s t r i c t e d  t o
m i n e r a l  l e a s i n g  e a c h  y e a r .  W e  d o  n o t  h a v e  t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  o f
c o m p i l i n g  t h e  " k n o w n  r e s o u r c e  v a l u e "  o f  m i n e r a l  r e s o u r c e s  i n  p l a c e .

W e  w o u l d  n e e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  m i n e r a l  r e s o u r c e s  o f  o n e  
t o w n s h i p :

1 0 0 S e n i o r  G e o l o g i s t  (1 w e e k ) $ 1 3 2 7
S t u d e n t  I n t e r n  (1 w e e k ) 4 2 3

3 0 0 C o n t r a c t  M i n e r a l s  E c o n o m i s t 7 0 0 0
H e l i c o p t e r  (3 d a y s  0 3 h r s / d a y ) 5 2 2 0

4 0 0 M a t e r i a l s  a n d  s u p p l i e s 2 0 0
T o t a l $ 1 4 , 1 7 0

P a g e  2
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D I V I S I O N  O F  L E G A L  S E R V I C E S

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 
STATE OF ALASKA

P.O. Box Y, Juneau, Alaska OOtill 
(007) 465-3867 or 465-2450 
I'AX (007) 465-2020

Deliveries to: 240 Main Street 
Court Plaza, Room 500 

Mail Stop 3J 01

M E M O R A N D U M March 25, 1991

SUBJECT: Public or Charitable Use of State Land Under AS 38.05.810(a) 
(SB 145) (Work Order No. 7LS-0798\A)

TO: Senator Lloyd Jones 
Attn: Paula

FROM: Jerry LuckhauptJ^^- 
Legislative Counsel

Question Presented: Does AS 38.05.810(a) allow for the sale, lease, or other disposal 
of state land to a state or federal agency or political subdivision of the state for less 
than the appraised value?
Answer: Yes.
Discussion: AS 38.05.810(a) provides:

(a) Except as otherwise provided in AS 38.05.183(h), the lease, sale, or 
other disposal of state land or resources may be made to a state or 
federal agency or political subdivision, or the lease, sale, or d sposal of 
coal deposits suitable for mining may be made to a utility owned and 
operated by a government agency or nonprofit cooperative association 
organized to participate under the Federal Rural Electrification Act for 
the purpose of generating electric power and energy or the production 
of process steam, or both, for less than the appraised value as deter­
mined by the director and approved by the commissioner to be fair and 
proper and in the best interests of the public, with due consideration 
given to the nature of the public services or function rendered by the 
agency, subdivision, or utility making application, and of the terms of 
the grant under which the land was acquired by the state.

Subsection (a) as it currently exists provides that state land may be sold, leased, or 
disposed for less than the appraised value to: ( 1) "a state or federal agency or 
political subdivision" including a municipality; or (2 ) "a utility owned or operated by



Senator Lloyd Jones 
March 25, 1991 
Page 2

a government agency or nonprofit cooperative association." A sale, lease, or disposal 
under this subsection can occur when it is:

approved by the commissioner to be fair and proper and in the best 
interests of the public, with due consideration given to the nature of 
the public services or function rendered by the agency, subdivision, or 
utility.

This interpretation is consistent with the development of the subsection since its 
original enactment in 1959. In 1959, AS 38.05.810(a) was enacted as chapter 169, § 
4 of SLA 1959 (copy attached). That section provided that:

the lease, sale, or other disposal of any Alaska lands or resources may 
be made to any Alaska or Federal agency or political subdivision for 
less than the appraised value. . . .

That section was amended by chapter 137, § 1, SLA 1962 (copy attached), to include 
the lease, sale, or other disposal of coal lands to a utility operated by a government 
agency or a nonprofit cooperative association. The lease, sale, or other disposal of 
state land to a state or federal agency or a political subdivision of the state for less 
than the appraised value was not affected by the 1962 amendment. Other than for 
codification and a numbering change, AS 38.05.810(a) has remained virtually 
unchanged to date.
An interpretation that the language of AS 38.05.810(a) pertaining to the lease, sale, 
or other disposal of state land for less than the appraised value only applies to the 
lease, sale, or other disposal of coal lands to a utility is untenable. The statute does 
not limit itself to such an interpretation and to reach such a conclusion one must 
assume that the comma after "political subdivision" should be read as a period. Such 
a conclusion is not consistent with the rules of statutory construction or with the 
statutory history of the act.
GPL:pl
91-204.plm



232 LAWS OF ALASKA, 1959 (Ch. 169 Ch-

a s he. w ith  the consent of the Com m is­
sioner, determ ines w il l best se rve  the 
in te re sts o f A la ska . No contract re spect­
in g  the sa le , lease , or o ther d isp o sa l o f 
a v a ilab le  land s o r any  in te re st there in , 
sh a ll be le g a lly  b ind ing on A la sk a  un til 
the C om m issioner h a s 'fo rm a lly  recorded 
h is  consent to any  contract; provided, 
however, i f  the app ra ised  va lu e  is  not 
g re a te r  than  $10,000.00 in  the case  of the 
sa le  of a n y  land  or an  in te re st there in , 
or 31,000.00 in the case  o f the ren ta l of 
any  land  or in te re st there in , the D irecto r 
m ay approve and is su e  such con tracts 
w ithou t the consent or approva l of the 
Com m issioner being n ece ssa ry . Nor sh a ll 
th is  subsection  app ly  to other exceptions 
se t fo rth  in  th is  Act.

(1 5 ) The D irecto r m ay  delegate any  
of the ad m in istra t iv e  duties, fu n c tio n s or 
pow ers im posed upon h im  to an y  re ­
spon sib le  em ployee w ith in  the D iv is ion .

Sec. 6. D irecto r S h a ll Be Bonded. P r io r  
to en te r in g  upon the perfo rm ance of h is  
duties, the D irecto r sh a ll execute a cor­
porate su re ty  bond to A la sk a  in the sum  
of $150,000.00 conditioned am ong other 
th in g s upon the fa ith fu l perform ance of 
h is  du tie s under th is Act and upon the 
prom pt and fa ith fu l accoun ting  of a l l  
m onies collected by h im  or h is  deputies, 
a s s is ta n ts , em ployees o r agen ts. The 
sa id  bond, together w ith  any  add itional 
cond itions or lim ita t io n s a s  m ay be deem ­
ed necessary , sh a ll be approved by the 
Attorney G eneral and f ile d  in the o ffice  
o f the Governor. The p rem ium  upon 
sa id  bond sh a ll be p ayab le  from  such  
m onies a s  m ay be appropriated  fo r opera­
tion of the D iv ision .

Article III 

General

Section 1. C la ss if ic a t io n . The D irecto r 
sh a ll m ake  a p re lim in a ry  c la ss if ic a t io n  
fo r su r fa c e  u se of a l l land s in  a re a s 
w here he deem s it n ece ssa ry  and proper 
fo r fu tu re  developm ent. Such c la s s if ic a ­
tion. together w ith  a land  u se p lan , sh a ll 
be tran sm itted  to the C om m issioner fo r 
h is  approval, m od ification or re jection . 
N oth ing here in  sh a ll prevent r e c la s s if i ­
cation of any  land s w here  the public 
in te re st w a r ra n ts  such  action, no r pre­
clude m u ltip le  purpose u se of a ll land s 
w henever the d iffe ren t u se s a re  com­

patib le. No A laska  land, w ater, or land 
and w a te r  a rea  sh a ll, except by act of 
the S ta te  L e g is la tu re , be (1 )  w ithdrawn 
from  settlem ent, location, sa le  or en try ;.
(2 ) re served  fo r sp ec ia l u se; or (3 )  r e  ­
stricted  from  operation o f the m in ing 
and m inera l le a s in g  p rov ision s o f t h i s ' 
Act, i f  the area  invo lved  in  such w ith -: 
d raw a l, re se rva tion , or re str ic tion  ex-, 
ceeds in  the agg re g a te  640 acres.

Sec. 2. R ev iew . Excep t fo r land  d is­
posed of under the p rov ision s of Sections 
4, 5 and 6 o f th is  A rticle, no land w ith in 
or ad jacen t to an incorporated m uni­
c ip a lity  o r o ther o rgan ized  community 
m ay be so ld  or leased , or a  renew al lease 
issued , u n t il the proposed use of the land 
h a s been stud ied  and rev iew ed jo in tly  by 
the D irecto r and local authorized  plan­
n in g  agenc ie s.

Sec. 3. Notice and A ppra isa l. No 
land s sh a ll be so ld  or leased, or a re­
new al le a se  issued , w ithou t public notice 
a s  provided hereafter, u n le ss the same, 
except in the case of an oil or g a s  or 
m inera l lease , h a s be appra ised  w ith in 
n inety d ay s prio r to the date fixed  for 
the sa le  o r le a s in g , provided that when 
land s have been offered a t public sale 
but were not sold and a re  ava ilab le  at 
p rivate  sa le , no re ap p ra isa l is  required 
un le ss the D irecto r deem s that a change 
in va lue  of the land s m ay have occurred. 
No such lan d s sh a ll be so ld or leased for 
le ss than the approved, appra ised  m arket 
va lue, except a s  provided in  Sections 4 
and 5 of th is  A rticle.

^ S e e .  4. P u b lic  Use. The lease , sa le , or 
other d ispo sa l of any  A la sk a  lands or 
resources m ay  be m ade to any A laska 
or F edera l agency  or po litica l subd ivision 
fo r le ss th an  the appraised*value, a s may 
be determ ined by the D irector and ap­
proved by the Com m issioner, to be fa ir  
and proper and in  the best in te re sts of 
the public, w ith  due consideration being 
g iven  to the natu re  of the public serv ices 
or function rendered by the sa id  agency , 
or subd iv is ion  m ak in g  app lication there­
for, and of the term s of the g ran t under 
which the land  w a s acqu ired  by A laska.

SUl'. d~~ Occupied T ide L an d s and Sub­
m erged L and s.

(1 ) It is  the policy of the State to 
a llow  preference r ig h ts  a s  hereinafter , 
defined fo r the acqu isition  of tide lands

and
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286 LAW S OF ALASKA, 1962 (Ch. 137

the division o£ agricu lture , Departm ent of 
N atural Resources;

(2 ) “board" m eans the m 'lk  control 
advisory board;

(3 ) "h and le r" m eans a person or firm  
engaged in se lling , m arketing, or d istribut­
ing m ilk  to persons other than the u ltim ate 
consumer, and includes producers who per­
form these functions;

(4 ) "producer” m eans any person or 
firm  in this state who produces or causes 
to be produced m ilk  for m arket.

Sec. 9. This Act pertains only to fresh

whole m ilk  and sh a ll not mean any of the 
by-products of fresh whole m ilk .

Sec. 10. Unauthorized Actions. No ac ­
tion is  authorized by th is Act which is  
intended to or which does f ix  p rices a t an 
a r t if ic a lly  high leve l, or which p laces an 
undue burden upon in terstate commerce.

Sec. 11. Penaltie s. Any person who 
v io lates any provision of th is Act or any 
order made pursuant to th is Act is  gu ilty  
of a m isdemeanor and, upon conviction, is  
punishable by a fine of not le s s  than $100 
nor more than $2,000.

Approved April 18, 1962

C H A P T E R  137

AN ACT

Relating to the A la ska  Lands Act; and provid ing for an effective date.

Bo it  enacted by the Leg isla tu re of the 
State of A laska:

Section 1. Art. I l l ,  Sec. 4, Ch. 169, SLA
1959, a s amended by Sec. 1, Ch. 155, SLA
1960, is amended to r e a d :

Sec. 4. Pub lic and Cbarhable Use. (a ) 
The lease, sa le , o r other d isposal of any 
A laska lands or resources m ay be m ade 
to any A laska or federal agency or poli­
tica l subdivision, or the lease , sa le , or 
other disposal of coal deposits su itab le  
for m ining m ay be made to any u tility  
owned and operated by a government 
agency or nonprofit cooperative a sso c ia ­
tion organized to participate unde: the 
Federa l R u ra l E lectrification  Act for the 
purpose of generating electric power and 
energy or the production of process 
steam , or both, for le ss than the ap­
pra ised  value a s  m ay be determ ined by 
the director and approved by the com­
m issioner to be fa ir  and proper and in 
the best interests of the public, w ith due 
consideration being given to the nature 
of the public se rv ice s or function 
rendered by the sa id  agency, subd iv i­
sion, or u tility m ak ing  application there­
for. and of the te rm s of the gran t under 
which the land w a s acquired by A laska.

(b ) Notwithstanding the provisions of 
Secs, 1. 5, and 6, Art. V, Ch. 169, SLA 
1959, and Sec. 2, Art. V, Ch. 169, a s

(S .B . 217)

amended by Sec. 1, Ch. 74, SLA 1961., the 
director upon application filed by an 
app licant eligib le under th is subsection 
m ay, by negotiation and ""ithout public 
auction in the m anner prescribed in th is 
subsection, lease any land s of the state 
for a term not in excess of 55 years. 
Before leasing , the director sh a ll prepare 
a  land use plan and a land c lassification  
to in sure that the proposed use is com­
patib le w ith a rea  utilization. Before the 
land m ay be leased under th is subsec­
tion, it must be shown to the satisfaction  
of the director that the land  is to be used 
for an established or defin ite ly proposed 
project, and that the e lig ib le  applicant, 
a s  hereinafter described, h as the finan­
c ia l ab ility  to ca rry  out the project. The 
com m issioner m ay estab lish  lim itations 
on the acreage which m ay be leased 
pursuant to th is subsection to any ap­
p licant.

(1 ) E lig ib le  app licants under th is sub­
section sha ll be lim ited to nonprofit cor­
porations, associations, clubs, or socie­
tie s organized and operated exc lu sive ly  
for charitable, re lig ious, sc ientific , or 
educational purposes, or for the promo­
tion of social w elfare , if the project for 
which the land is  desired conforms to 
those objectives. In  eve ty  case the ap­
p licant sha ll subm it evidence that it is  
exempt from paym ent of federa l income 
tax.
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S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  b il l  n o . SB14S

1991 L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N

Revision Date^ 
Title: State land as cemetaries and

Department Affected: DEC
BRU: Environmental Quality

hazardous facilities
Sponsor:
Requestor:

Senator Curt Menard Component: EQ Projects
Senator Curt Menard

COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:__________(Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97

PERSONAL SERVICES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND&STRUCTURES
GRANTS.CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

Estimate of current year impact: NONE___________
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)

Prepared by: Janice Adair  Phone : 465-2600
Division: Commissioner's Office ^  Date:

Approved by Commissioner:
Agency: Dept, of Environmental Conservation________________  Date: 1 /  •

Distribution (by preparcr):Lcgislativc Finance, Legislative Sponsor, Requestor. OMB, & Impacted Agcncy(ics).
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WALTER J. HICKEL, G O V E R N O R

ItEl’AH&TMENT OF NATIJIIAL RIKSOIJKCtiS 4 0 0  WIIJjOUGltBY AVENUE 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 09801 -1 706  
PHONE: (9071 465 -2400  
FACSIMILE: (907) 586 -2754M a r c h  22, 1 9 9 1 OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  L l o y d  J o n e s ,  C h a i r  
S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  
P . O .  B o x  V  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  J o n e s :

S u b j e c t : S B  145, w h i c h  a l l o w s  t h e  s t a t e  t o  s e l l  o r  d i s p o s e  o f  s t a t e
la n d ,  f o r  l e s s  t h a n  t h e  a p p r a i s e d  v a l u e ,  t o  a n o n p r o f i t  c o r p o r a t i o n  
o r  a s s o c i a t i o n  o r g a n i z e d  t o  m a n a g e  a c e m e t e r y  o r  s o l i d  o r  h a z a r d o u s  
w a s t e  f a c i l i t y .

P o s i t i o n : T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  s u p p o r t s  t h e  p o r t i o n s
o f  t h i s  b i l l  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  s a l e  o f  s t a t e  l a n d  f o r  a c e m e t e r y  o r  
s o l i d  w a s t e  f a c i l i t y ,  b u t  b e l i e v e s  d i s p o s a l s  f o r  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e  
f a c i l i t i e s  s h o u l d  b e  m o r e  c a r e f u l l y  e x a m i n e d  a n d  t r e a t e d  as a 
s e p a r a t e  i s s u e .

B a c k g r o u n d : A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  c a n  l e a s e  b u t  n o t  s e l l
l a n d  t o  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  o r  n o n - p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  f o r  p u b l i c  o r  
c h a r i t a b l e  p u r p o s e s  a t  l e s s  t h a n  f a i r  m a r k e t  v a l u e .  W e  w o u l d ,  
h o w e v e r ,  p r e f e r  t o  s e l l  r a t h e r  t h a n  l e a s e  l a n d  f o r  a c e m e t e r y  o r  
s o l i d  w a s t e  f a c i l i t y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t e d  l o n g  t e r m  l i a b i l i t y  
p r o b l e m s .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  b r o a d  p o l i c y  i s s u e s  r e l a t e d  t o  h a z a r d o u s  
w a s t e  f a c i l i t i e s ,  a n d  b e c a u s e  t h e  s t a t e  r e t a i n s  t h e  s u b s u r f a c e  
e s t a t e  f o r  l a n d  i t  s e l l s ,  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e  f a c i l i t y  d i s p o s a l s  s h o u l d  
b e  c o n s i d e r e d  s e p a r a t e l y .

E x a m p l e s  o f  l o c a l  n e e d s  f o r  c e m e t e r y  o r  s o l i d  w a s t e  s i t e s :

T h e  T r a p p e r  C r e e k  C o m m u n i t y  S e r v i c e s  O r g a n i z a t i o n  h a s  r e q u e s t e d  
s t a t e  l a n d  f o r  a  l o c a l  c e m e t e r y .  T h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  a l l o w  t h e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  p u r c h a s e  s t a t e  l a n d ,  at l e s s  t h a n  f a i r  m a r k e t  v a l u e ,  
f o r  t h e  c e m e t e r y .

T h e  T o l s o n a  a n d  N e l c h i n a  c o m m u n i t y  c o u n c i l s  h a v e  f o r m e d  t o  p r o v i d e  
f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  o p e r a t e  s o l i d  w a s t e  d i s p o s a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  T h e  
c o u n c i l s  h a v e  i d e n t i f i e d  l o c a l  s i t e s  f o r  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  a r e  
w i l l i n g  t o  o p e r a t e  t h e m .  W e  a r e  r e l u c t a n t  t o  l e a s e  l a n d  f o r  t h e  
f a c i l i t i e s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  l i a b i l i t y  p r o b l e m ,  a n d  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  
c a n n o t  a f f o r d  t o  p a y  f a i r  m a r k e t  v a l u e  t o  p u r c h a s e  t h e  land.

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n : D e l e t e  r e f e r e n c e s  to h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e  f a c i l i t i e s
f r o m  t h i s  b i l l .

n r - o r - o  1 \r
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cc: C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s
S e n a t o r  M e n a r d
B r u c e  K e n d a l l ,  L e g i s l a t i v e  L i a i s o n ,  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r  
J o h n  S a n d o r ,  C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  
C o n s e r v a t i o n
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA 
1991 LEGISLATIVE SESSION BILL NO. SB 145

Revision Date: 
Tide:

22-Mar-91
Disposal of state land

Sponsor: Senator Menard
Requestor: Senate Resources

Natural ResourcesDepartment Affected:
BRU: Land & Water Management
Components: Land & Water Management

COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 431

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND&STRUCTURES
GRANTS,CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

Estimate of Current year impact: 
ANALYSIS:

None
(Attach a separate page if necessary)

Prepared by: Gpj-y Gustafson Phone: 762-2692
Division: Land & Water Management Date: 22-Mar-91

Approved by Commissioner: Toroid Heinze C \^/!^ Date: 22-Mar-91
Agency: Department of Natural Resources

Distribution (by preparer) : Legislative Finance, legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB,
& Impacted Agency(ics).
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D A T E : 2 / 2 7 / 9 1

SEN ATE COM M ITTEE REPORT
| j |R S T  COMMITTEE OF R E F E R lj^

F U R T H E R R e s o u r c e s  

F i n a n c e

D a t e  o f  5 - D a y  N o t i c e :  3
(in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  U n i f o r m  R u l e  23)

D A T E  T U R N E D  

I N T O  O F F I C E :

L & C C o m m i t t e e  c o n s i d e r e d S B  1 4 8

S p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  t o  t h e  D e p t ,  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  f o r  t h e  p u r c h a s e  

o f  t h e  i n h o l d i n g s  o f  t h e  S e l d o v i a  N a t i v e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  t i m b e r  

r i g h t s  o f  t h e  T i m b e r  T r a d i n g  C o m p a n y ,  w i t h i n  t h e  K a c h e m a k  B a y  S t a t e  P a r k ;  

r e c o m m e n d e d :  ^  'IM L .-

[ ] r e p l a c e  w i t h C S

[

[ ] a t t a c h e d  a m e n d m e n t ( s )

[ ] ______________________

d o  p a s s

d o  n o t  p a s s

n o  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n

i n d i v i d u a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s

f u r t h e r  r e f e r r a l  t o

l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t  a d o p t e d

fa b *

A T T A C H E S  N E W  F I S C A L  N O T E ( S ) :

D e p t / D a t e

[ ] f i s c a l  n o t e ( s )  _____________

( ] s a m e  t i t l e  

( ] n e w  t i t l e

D e p t / D a t e  

[ 2 ]  z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e  (s) Q aJ f t  /  ?/

[ ] a p p r o p r i a t i o n - n o  f i s c a l  n o t e  [ ] G o v e r n o r ' s  b i l l  w / f i s c a l  n o t e

S I G N I N G  D O  P A S S I O N S :

A Jo  / l t CL

a n d  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n



FISCAL NOTE .
No. /

STATE OF A L A ^ §  A l l  Version: S & 14 P
1991 LEG ISLATIVE SESSION Bn (S) Publish Dale: /

Revision Date:__________________________________ Department Affected: Natural Resources
Title; . J^pnEOpri pl-i nn fn r  ifp^hnmnk BRU: T.pnrl pnrl Wpt-pr Mpnaopmpnt-

R a y  P a r k  Tnhnl.dincr P u r c h a s e Components:
Sponsor: S e n  F i s c h e r

Requestor: S e n a t o r  P e a r c e COMPONENT SERIAL NO. All

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 92 FY 93 L FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND&STRUCTURES
GRANTS.CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

Estimate of Current year impact:
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
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J Prepared by: R o n  S w a n s o n Phone: /b2-2bBO

Division: Tnri<S C, W alor Manannmpnl- Date: 3 - 2 6 - 9 1

Approved by Commissioner: Harold Heinze (v i* ' Date: 3 - 2 6 - 9 1

Agency: Department of Natural Resources

Distribution (by preparer) : Legislative Finance, legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB,
& Impacted Agency(ics).
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A m e r ic a s  B e s t! W IL D E R N E S S  L O D G E
J

Kaciiemak Bay Wilderness 
Lodge

China Pool Bayvia Homer, Alaska 99603

Michael and Diane McBride, Proprietors
$1,750 par day (S-day min.J; 
$1,950 at Drown D ear Camp 
(5-day tain., air fare incl.)

At Kachcmak Bay Wilderness Lodge, 225 miles from Anchor­
age, seals herd on the sand bar out front, Ollie the sea otter frolics 
on the beach, and eagles nest within walking distance. You can 
ride the incoming tides past wildflower cliff gardens, streams, and 
waterfalls. Or you can trace the line of ancient borabaras (sod 
houses) to reconstruct the past lives of ancient man. Most ex­
citing of all is a bush flight into the northern camp to look for 
and photograph the magnificent brown bear, with an incom­
parable ice-blue glacier as your scenic backdrop.

Owners Mike and Diane McBride operate one of the few 
Alaskan lodges where guests join a year >und resident family. 
They have kept the camp small and usually accommodate only 
eight people at a time. The McBrides will meet you on a Thurs­
day or a Sunday at the Homer Small Boat Landing. There they 
will show you something of the commercial fishing industry of 
the area, then head for the lodge in an open dory. On 3 clear day, 
you can see the mountains of Cape Douglas in the distance. Seals, 
porpoises, and whales help guide your way, and passing Gull 
Island, you’ll see a rare nesting ground teeming with thousands of 
sea birds.

When you reach China Poot Bay, the area will be bustling with 
red-face cormorants, puffins, and guillemots playing in the waves. 
One of the hiking trails on the shore leads to the sea caves, which 
archaeologists think were used as the site of ancient burials.

The McBrides schedule their visitors according to the rhythms 
of : ■'‘urc—the salmon run, the extremely low tides, summer ac­
tivity at the bird rookery, the concentrations of brown bears at 
the salmon streams.

The log lodge is dominated by a massive stone fireplace and is 
decorated with material the McBrides have salvaged and restored. 
(The kitchen cabinets came from an old halibut schooner.) Stone 
ledges in the living room walls lead to sleeping lofts.

Meals always include home-baked bread and are served family- 
style in the dining room, where you can watch the ever-changing 
tidal pools from huge picture windows. Occasionally, a black bear 
will mosey by the window to check out the diners.

There arc two guest rooms in the lodge, and private accommo­
dations in three nearby cabins. They are considered deluxe by 
bush standards, containing electricity, wood stoves, and outside 
privies. There is also a community bathroom in the lodge with a 
tub and shower, and a large sod-roofed Finnish sauna.

The McBrides recommend visits of at least three days to be­
come familiar with the territory. A typical day might include a 
trip tc Grcwingk Glacier, where you can sit and listen to the 
gToaning of the ice and watch terns nest on the shoreline. You 
can also kayak, fish for salmon, trout, and halibut, hike through 
the dense forests, study the marine life—the possibilities are end­
less.

By special arrangement you can visit the Brown Bear Camp, 100 
miles north of Kachemak Bay. This area has the largest concentra­
tion of brown bears in the world, and it's not unusual to see 
twenty bears at one time. The McBrides consider man to be the 
intruder in these parts. They feel he must be an unobtrusive visi­
tor, and they will nut allow you to take photographs unless you 
can guarantee that you will not interfere with the life patterns 
of the animals. The rustic tent cabins lie at the base of a great 
peninsular land bridge stretching toward Siberia. Archaeologists 
think this area may have been a link in man’s earliest migrations.

The China Poot Bay area has had no permanent residents (ex­
cept for a few scattered settlers) since the Athabaskans and the 
Eskimos, who flourished there centuries ago. Temperatures are 
rarely below freezing, and the proximity of the Japanese current 
makes the winter extremely warm. Mike fell in love with the area 
when he was stationed there with the Air Force. In 1969 he and 
Diane sailed across the Bay from Homer to settle their new home.



Position Statement: March 1991 
Private

I came here to help the Hickel administration.

The Kachemak Bay State Park issue is an opportunity.

Through his charismatic leadership, Governor Hickel can garner great public 
approval if he will move firmly to protect environmental, spiritual, and tourist 
industry concerns in Kachemak Bay.

This single issue has the potential of assuaging the fears and concc ms of 
even some of his most loyal supporters. If Governor Hickel takes a strong 
position on this issue, as he has tried to do on the very expensive Prince 
William Sound Parks concept, legislative fence - hangers will rally to the 
cause. Typical of Alaskan issues, this one is very evenly split. The 
Governor's support will certainly break the gridlock, and forge new support 

and trust.

This is an either/or issue which can become a win/win/win situation if the 
right decision is made. A strong pro-environmental stance on this long- 
fought issue will assist in creating public confidence in the Governor's ability 
and intent to develop ANWR sensitively. It will demonstrate his ability to 
"Do it right the first time."

Either the state will allow the 2nd most scenic view visible from the high­
way system of Alaska to be clear cut or it will move to protect this priceless 
resource for future generations.

The community of Homer, which fears a significant loss of real estate 
value, and all of Alaska await the governor's word and leadership. The 
impact of his positive decision will have far - reaching implications for the 
future of the tourism industry in the entire South Central region. The people 
of Homer are not looking for a "quick fix," but industry wide balance and 
wise use.

Public relations and national media coverage can present to \he world a 
positive environmental Governor for a cost that history will easily prove is. 
worthwhile to the state.

It is worthwhile to note that the Federal Government is presently investing 
in the future of the Homer and Kenai Peninsula tourist economy an amount 
equal to the buyout figure. They are presently spending $20 million to build a 
visitor's center in Homer for the National Maritime Wildlife Refuge.

As a state we should accept their challenge and rise to match this capital 
investment which they are making to our tourist industry infrastructure.

George Ripley 

POB 2074
Homer, Alaska 99603 
(907) 235-5635 or 4174
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T E S T I M O N Y  O N  S E N A T E  B I L L  N O .  1 4 3

C o m m e n t ®  b y  D a v i d  L ,  N e b e r t  
S 6 2  R e r i p o l  1 L a n e  
F a i r b a n k s i  A K  9 9 7 1 2

I  S U P P O R T  T H E  B U Y  B A C K  O F  K A C H E M A K  B A Y  S T A T E  P A R K  L A N D S .

T h e ?  h i g h e s t  a n d  b a s t  u s e  - f o r  K a c h e m a k  B a y  P a r k  l a n d  i s  - f a r  
r e c r e a t i o n  a n d  t o u r i s m .  C l e a r  c u t  l o g g i n g  p r a c t i c e s  o r e  N O T  a  
c o m p a t i b l e  u k o .  O h m  n t a e a d  o n l y  t o u r  t h «  c l  w a r  c u t  a r e a s  i n
5 . E .  a n d  i n  t h e ?  P a c i f i c  N o r t h w e s t  f o r  c o n f i r m a t i o n .  M y  y o u t h  
w a s  s p e n t  i n  O r e g o n  w h o r e  I  v i v i d l y  r e m e m b e r  w a l k i n g  t h r o u g h
d s c i m a t o d  c l e a r  c u t  a r e a s *  o n  p u b l i c  l a n d s .  I  a m  i n  s y m p a t h y
w i t h  t h o s e *  r e s i d e n t s ;  o f  t h e  H o r n s r  a r e a  w h o  w o u l d  h o v o  t h e i r  
v i e w  a n d  t o u r i s t  r e l a t e d  b u s i  n a s t i e s  c o m p r o m i s e d .  H i g h  
v i s i b i l i t y  c l e a r  c u t t i n g  a r e a s  i n  t h e  p a r k  h a v e  t h e  s a m e ?
a p p r c a l  a s  a  j u n k y a r d  n e x t  d o o r .

M a r i n o  r e s o u r c e s  f l o u r i s h  i n  K a c h e m a k  B a y  w a t e r s .  A s  a  m a r i n e  
s c i e n t i s t  I  h a v w  a  s e l f i s h  c o n c e r n  t h a t  l a g g i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  m a y  
h a v a  a n  a d v e r s e  i m p a c t  o n  b r e e d i n g  a n d  n u r s e r y  a r e a s  w h i c h  
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  r e g i o n ' s  a b u n d a n t  m a r i n e  l i f e .  M a r i n e  
s c i e n t i s t s  a r e  p r e s e n t l y  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  s t u d y  t h i s  r e l a t i v o l y  
p r i s t i n e  a n d  p r o d u c t i v e  e c a o y s t o m .  D i s t u r b a n c e s  p r o d u c e d  b y  
p o t e n t i a l  l a g g i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  m a y  c l o u d  s t u d i o s  o f  l o n g  t a r m  
n a t u r a l  v a r i a b i l i t y .  I t  i s  m o r s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d
n a t u r a l  v a r i a b i l i t y  w h w n  m a n m a d e  d i s t u r b a n c e s  a r e '  a d d e d .

T h e  d o l l a r  v a l u e  i s  r e a s o n a b l e  a s  i t  w a s  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  a  f o r m  
o f  a r b i t r a t i o n .  T i m b e r  T r a d i n g  C o m p a n y  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  f o r e a d  
t o  t a k e  a  b u s i n e s s ®  l o s s  5 t h e y  a p p e a r  t o  b a  n e g o t i a t i n g  i n  g o o d  
f a i t h  a n d  s h o u l d  b e  c o m m e n d e d  f a r  h o l d i n g  u p  a  p o t e n t i a l  s a l o  
s o  t h a t  t h i s  b u y  b a c k  c a n ' o c c u r ,

I  o b j e c t  t o  S w o t . i o n  4  o f  S o n a t a  B i l l  1 4 1 3 .  T h i s  b u y  b a c k  
s h o u l d  n o t  b e ?  t i e d  t o  a n y  o t h e r '  i s s u o j  i t  s h o u l d  s t a n d  o r  f a l l  
o n  i t ' s  o w n  m e r i t .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  t h «  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p r o v i d e  i n p u t  f o r  y o u r
c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

Z G >  m A^ch W \ i
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DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER /

WALTER J. HICKEL, G O V E R N O R

4 0 0  WILLOUGHBY AVENUE 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801 -1796  
PHONE: (907) 465-2400  
FACSIMILE: (907) 586 -2754

M a r c h  26, 1 9 9 1

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  D r u e  P e a r c e ,  C h a i r  
S e n a t e  L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  
P . O .  B o x  V  
J u n e a u ,  A K  Q 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P e a r c e :

S u b j e c t :  S B  148, w h i c h  a p p r o p r i a t e s  $ 2 0  m i l l i o n  t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f
N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  t o  p u r c h a s e  l a n d  a n d  t i m b e r  i n h o l d i n g s  w i t h i n  
K a c h e m a k  B a y  S t a t e  P a r k .

P o s i t i o n :  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  w i l l  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  w i s h e s  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e
i f  t h e  f u n d s  a r e  a p p r o p r i a t e d .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  a c k n o w l e d g e s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  v a l u e  in o b t a i n i n g  t h i s  s o r t  
o f  i n h o l d i n g  i n  a  d e s i g n a t e d  p a r k  a r e a .  T h e  a m o u n t  o f  t h e  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n  i s  n o t  u n r e a s o n a b l e  f o r  t h i s  t y p e  o f  t r a n s a c t i o n .  W h i l e  
t h e  l e g a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  E x x o n - V a l d e z  s e t t l e m e n t  a r e  n o t  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  D N R ' s  a r e a ,  w e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e  m o n e y  f r o m  t h e  
s e t t l e m e n t  m a y  n o t  b e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h i s  t y p e  o f  e x p e n d i t u r e .

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n :  I f  a g e n e r a l  f u n d  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  i s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e
p u r c h a s e  o f  t h i s  i n h o l c’ing, t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  r e c o m m e n d s  t h a t  t h e  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n  r e c e i v e  a n  h i g h  l e v e l  o f  s c r u t i n y .

S i n c e r e l y ,

H a r o l d  C. H e i n z e  
C o m m i s s i o n e r

cc: S e n a t o r  F i s c h e r
B r u c e  K e n d a l l ,  L e g i s l a t i v e  L i a i s o n ,  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r  r
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i a p p r e c i a t e  your^-preser e s e n c e  in  J u n e a u ,  v/orking f o r  a ll A l a s k a n s .  I ' m  s u r e  that

y o u r  w o r k  is d i f f i c u l t  a n d  o f t e n  s t r e s s f u l .  Be r e m i n d e d  h o w e v e r  t h a t  e v e n  in 

C h i n a  P o o t  Bay, w e  a p p r e c i a t e  the s e l f l e s s  e f f o r t  tha t  y o u  a nd y o u r  f e l l o w  

l e g i s l a t o r s  put f o r t h .

I a m  p l e a s e d  to s h a r e  w i t h  y o u  s o m e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  the K a c h e m a k  B ay S t a t e  

P a r k  i s s u e .  M a n y  l e g i s l a t o r s  h a v e  r e s e r v a t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  w i s d o m  of s p e n d i n g  

$20 m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  w h e n  it m i g h t  b e  w e l l  s p e n t  e l s e w h e r e .  T h e r e  is a w e a l t h  

of i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  w h y  it is i m p o r t a n t  and e c o n o m i c a l l y  w o r t h w h i l e  to do  so, 

e s p e c i a l l y  A n n e  W e i l a n d s  t h o r o u g h  s t u d y ,  an d  its E x e c u t i v e  S u m m a r y ,  " L o g g i n g  

In  K a c h e m a k  B a y  S t a t e  P a r k - P u b l i c  V a l u e s  A t  R i s k " .  If t h e s e  a r g u m e n t s  h a v e  not 

y e t  p e r s u a d e d  y o u  to s u p p o r t  the S t a t e  P a r k ,  p e r h a p s  o u r  p e r s o n a l  s t o r y  w i l l

p o i n t  the w a y  t o w a r d  the l a r g e r  e c o n o m i c  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of  the issue.

I h a d  the g r e a t  g o o d  f o r t u n e  to s e e  K a c h e m a k  B a y  in 1966 a nd w a s  so

o v e r w h e l m e d  w i t h  thi s  " l o v e  at f i r s t  s i g h t "  t h a t  I d e c i d e d  to s p e n d  t he rest

of  m y  life h e r e .

In t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r s ,  I e a r n e d  a c o m m e r c i a l  p i l o t s  l i c e n s e ,  g u i d e s  l i c e n s e  

a n d  C o a s t  G u a r d  L i c e n s e ,  I r a n  o t h e r  l o d g e s ,  I f l e w  the b u s h .  I g a i n e d  s k i l l s  

to a l l o w  m e  to f o l l o w  ray d r e a m  of b u i l d i n g  a w i l d e r n e s s  l o d g e  in K a c h e m a k  B ay. 

M y  w i f e  a n d  I w e n t  to C h i n a  P o o t  B ay in 1969 a nd s t a r t e d  f r o m  g r o u n d  a e r o .  It 

was a d i f f i c u l t  c h a l l e n g e ,  b u t  w e  w e r e  y o u n g ,  o p t i m i s t i c .  T h e  g r e a t  n a t u r a l  

b e a u t y  of  t he a r e a  a n d  its r i c h  m a r i n e  p r o d u c t i v i t y  g a v e  j s  g r e a t  v i t a l i t y  and 

e n d u r a n c e .  O n e  by  o n e  w e  b e g a n  to a t t r a c t  c l i e n t s .  Ou r  e a r l i e s t  g u e s t s  p a i d  

a b o u t  $ 3 0 0  p e r  w e e k  w i t h  m e a l s ,  g u i d e  s e r v i c e  a nd f i n e  t h o u g h  r u s t i c  

a c c o m o d a t i o n s .

In 19S0, at the e n d  of  10 y e a r s  o f  r e a l  s t r u g g l e ,  c r o s s i n g  the Bay in s m a l l  

s k i f f s ,  h o m e  s c h o o l  for o u r  l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n ,  m i l k i n g  g o a t s  an d  r a i s i n g  

c h i c k e n s ,  w e  h a d  p r o g r e s s e d  to a p o i n t  w h e r e  w e  c o u l d  a c c o m o d a t e  10 g u e s t s .  We 

h a d  a s t a f f  o f  6 a nd b r o k e  o v e r  w h a t  s e e m e d  the u n b e l i e v e a b l e  i n c o m e  of 

$ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  L a n d  t h a t  w e  h a d  p a i d  l ess t h a n  $ 1 , 0 0 0  p e r  a c r e  for, n o w  w a s  w o r t h  

m o r e  t h a n  T E N  T I M E S  that.

By 1990, we  h a d  e a r n e d  an  e n v i a b l e  r e p u t a t i o n ,  a nd b e e n  l i s t e n  in o n e  of  r.he 

G u i n n e s s  B o o k s ,  A M E R I C A S  B E S T  100, as A m e r i c a s  B e s t  W i l d e r n e s s  L o d g e .  We  w e r e  

a w a r d e d  n a t i o n a l  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a w a r d s  for the e x c e l l e n c e  of s e r v i c e  and 

a c c o m o d a t i o n s ,  t h e r e  w e r e  w r i t e - u p s  in the N e w  Y o r k  T i m e s  a n d  o t h e r  n e w s p a p e r s

Diane and Michael McBride • China Poot Bay • P.O. Box 956 • Homer, Alaska 99603 • USA • (907) 235-S910 
Nationally and Internationally Honored Accommodations and Services



an d  m a g a z i n e s  too n u m e r o u s  to m e n t i o n .  M o v i e s  and T V  d o c c u m e n t a r i e s  w e r e  

f i l m e d  t h e r e .  T h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  f i l m e d  p a r t  of  its TV t o u r i s m  f i l m  t h e r e .

D u r i n g  this p a s t  s e a s o n  o u r  c l i e n t s  p a i d  a l m o s t  $ 2 , 0 0 0  pe r  p e r s o n  for 4 

n i g h t s ! !  We had a s t a f f  of  n e a r l y  20 i n c l u d i n g  o u r  c h i l d r e n  a n d  a S w i s s  M a s t e r  

C h e f .  T h e r e  a r e  a i r p l a n e s  a nd p i l o t s ,  b o a t s  and s k i p p e r s  i n v o l v e d  in the 

b u s i n e s s  a nd a b o u t  5 y e a r  r o u n d  p o s i t i o n s .  T h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  of  C o m m e r c e  

a n d  E c o n o m i c  Developeinent s a y s  t h a t  m o n i e s  s p e n t  w i t h  a W i l d e r n e s s  L o d g e  like 

o u r s  is r e s p e n t  w i t h i n  the c o m m u n i t y ,  the r e g i o n  a nd the s t a t e  a b o u t  10 t i m e s  

b e f o r e  it l e a v e s  t h i s  e c o n o m i c  s y s t e m .  N e a r l y  a ll of  o ur i n c o m e  is s p e n t  in 

this c o m m u n i t y  a n d  A n c h o r a g e ,  w i t h  the g r o c e r ,  the fuel c o m p a n y ,  b u i l d i n g  

s u p p l y  y a r d ,  s e c r e t a r i a l  a nd p r i n t i n g  s e r v i c e s  e t c  etc. T h u s  if o u r  g r o s s  

i n c o m e  is $ 4 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  it m e a n s  a b o u t  $4 m i l l i o n  is s p e n t  b e t w e e n  a l l  the 

a n c i l l a r y  s e r v i c e  i n d u s t r i e s .  O u r  e n t i r e  i n c o m e  is d r a w n  f r o m  o u t s i d e  A l a s k a .

O u r  s u c c e s s  is not u n l i k e  that of o t h e r  b u s i n e s s '  in th e  a r e a  w h o  d e p e n d  o n  

the p r i s t i n e  s c e n i c  b e a u t y  of  t h i s  a r e a .  It h a p p e n s  t h a t  w e  a r e  s u r r o u n d e d  by 

t he land p r o p o s e d  f o r  c l e a r c u t t i n g  and w i l l  c l e a r l y  be put o u t  of  b u s i n e s s  if 

m y  b a c k  a n d  f r o n t  y a r d s  is l o g g e d .  T h e  v i s i t o r s  c o m e  b e c a u s e  of  the b e a u t y ,  

t he v i e w .  M a n y  h a v e  w r i t t e n  to the G o v e r n o r  a nd l e g i s l a t o r s  to s a y  t h a t  t he 

a b s e n c e  o f  l o g g i n g  is w h y  t hey c o m e  h e r e  and e x a c t l y  w h y  they do  n ot r e t u r n  to 

a r e a s  in W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  O r e g o n  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  l o g g e d  in t he last 

f e w  d e c a d e s .  R e c e n t  m a g a z i n e  a n d  n e w s p a p e r  a r t i c l e s  a t t e s t  to t h i s  v i s i t o r  

t r e n d  to a v o i d  l o g g e d  a r e a s  c o r  v a c a t i o n s .  .

T h e r e  is p l e n t y  of  r o o m  in t m s  c a r e e r  f i e l d ,  the a r e a  in and a r o u n d  the P a r k  

c a n  a c c o m o d a t e  a d o z e n  l o d g e s  l i k e  o u r s ,  in f a c t  5 o t h e r s  h a v e  g r o w n  up s i n c e  

w e  b e g a n .  T h e  p o t e n t i a l  is m u c h  b i g g e r  t h a n  m o s t  r e a l i z e .  T h e  S c a l e  d o e s n ' t  

h a v e  to d o  m u c h  to e n c o u r a g e  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s  e n t r e p r a n e u r s  l ike us co e v o l v e  

n o r  do  w e  r e a l l y  h a v e  to w o r k  too h a r d  to e n c o u r a g e  v i s i t o r s  to c o m e .  We j u s t  

m u s t  not m a i m  or k i l l  the g o o s e  w h i c h  l a y s  th e  g o l d e n  e g g s .  T h e  j o b s  o f f e r e d  

a r e  g o o d  j o b s  a nd d r a w  q u a l i t y  p e o p l e .  M a n y  of  m y  forufcr c l i e n t s  h a v e  

p u r c h a s e d  lan d  a r o u n d  H o m e r ,  b u i l t  h o m e s ,  a nd p a y  S t a t e  t a xes. S e v e r a l  f o r m e r  

s t a f f  are n o w  r e s p o n s i b l e  b u s i n e s s  m e m b e r s  of thi s  c o m m u n i t y ,  o n e  r e t u r n e d  to 

m e d i c a l  s c h o o l  w h i l e  w o r k i n g  f o r  us and n o w  p r a c t i c e s  in A n c h o r a g e .

N o n e  o f  thi s  w o u l d  h a v e  h a p p e n e d  if this a r e a  h ad b e e n  l o g g e d  w h e n  w e  a r r i v e d .  

M u c h  of  it w i l l  c e a s e  if t he a r e a  is l o g g e d .  20 m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  is a lot, but 

it is a v e r y  w i s e  e x p e n d i t u r e  to a s s u r e  a n d  e x p a n d  t h i s  v i t a l  p a r t  o f  the 

S t a t e s  lon g  t e r m  e c o n o m i c  h e a t h .  T h e  r e t u r n  on  the $ 2 0  m i l l i o n  w i l l  be s t r o n g  

a n d  h a p p e n  f a i r l y  q u i c k l y .

P l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  to u s e  m e  as a r e s o u r c e  p e r s o n ,  c a l l  m e  if I c a n  be  of  h e l p  

to you .  I m a y  be in J u n e a u  in t h e  c o m i n g  w e e k s  a n d  w o u l d  b e  h a p p y  to m e e t  w i t h  

y o u  if y o u  w i s h .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n c e r n .

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,

M i c h a e l  a nd D i a n e  M c B r i d e

A  full s et of  L o d g e  b r o c h u r e s  a n d  m e d i a  r e p r i n t s  are e n c l o s e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  the 

d e f a c e d  H o m e r  of  C o m m e r c e  b r o c h u r e  s h o w i n g  the p l a n n e d  c l e a r c u L .



Photo Adventure

Enjoy all h: ne’s comforts in wild Alaska
T E X T  A N D  P H O T O G R A P H Y  B Y  G A L E N  R O W E L L

component of fine wilderness pho­
tography there.

My wife, Barbara, is every bit as 
good a photographer as I am, but she 
is usually not a zealot. Given the 
choice o f a hotel room with a shower 
or an icy dawn in a sleeping bag with 
the chance o f alpenglow, she would 
take the room and I would take the 
photograph. Yet in Alaska we found 
a place on the Kenai Peninsula so 
appealing to both our different needs 
that we constantly talk o f returning 
there together. If wilderness is de­
fined as a place without roads or 
motor vehicles, then this place is 
definitely wilderness. If luxury living 
is defined in terms of comfort, tran­
quility, cozy ambiance and personal 
service, this place also fits that 
definition.

1 remember a drizzly August after­
noon at Kachemak Bay Wilderness 
Lodge, when neither Barbara nor I 
would have ttaded places with any­
one else on earth. I had just returned 
from a walk to a neat by eagle’s nest, 
where I had photographed a fledging 
about to make his very first flight.

few months ago Time 
magazine published a re­

vealing essay about why 
political zealots slay in power de­
spite their seeming irrationality and 
instability. Quite simply, they get 
things done. Normal checks, balances, 
morals and comforts are bypassed in 
pursuit of goals. However irrational 
those goals may seem, the methods 
o f attaining them arc clear, direct and 
effective.

Although the article was entirely 
about politicians, 1 couldn’t help but 
think how the same principle applies 
to photographers. Without zealotry, 
people wouldn’t lug heavy cameras 
and tripods into cold and remote 
places, sleep on the hard ground, and 
get up before dawn just to take a 
photograph. But zealotry has a flip 
side, too. In places like A laska, it’s 
easy to take the cold and hardship for 
granted and to think it’s a necessary

BACK-TO- 
BACK 
BEAUTY: A 
charming cabin 
at Kachemak 
Bay Wilder­
ness Lodge 
abides in close 
harmony with 
the eagles of 
Alaska’s most 
primitive 
regions.



Photo Adventure
■ B B a n H n a n n m

From a natural blind o f spruce 
boughs, I watched the eagle make sev­
eral test nights a few feet above the 
nert and then come back down and 
land. The next morning, he was gone.

I used a 540mm lens to photograph 
at a distance where I wouldn’t disturb 
the nest. Because o f the Tiurky low- 
contrast light, I used Fujichrome Pro 
100 pushed one stop. (This is a fine 
solution for low-light w ildlife situa­
tions. The push builds up contrast 
and adds a bit of magenta to warm 
up the scene from the murky blues 
that other films render in deep shade.)

I arrived back at the lodge looking 
like a drowned rat. In a true wilder­
ness situation I would have been 
r etty miserable standing in the rain, 
covered with wet leaves, soaked to 
the skin. On a point overlooking the 
bay, Barbara opened the door to our 
cabin. She had a fire going and within 
minutes I felt ' arm enough to don 
my swimming trunks, grab a beach 
towel, and head for the nearby sauna 
with her. There above a cove, nestled 
in a clearing, was a genuine Scandi­
navian sauna complete with a sod 
roof that sprouted native w ilaflow- 
ers. On another day when I felt 
warmer, I would take a picture of the 
sauna surrounded by purple fire- 
weed, but for now I was content to 
sit inside on the wooden benches with 
Barbara.

After the sauna and a hot shower, 
we dressed casually and headed out 
onto the pier, where the six other 
guests o f the lodge were standing on 
a covered deck sipping drinks and 
waiting for the evening appetizer. 
Out in the bay we could see colored 
buoys that marked the lodge’s crab 
pots. A small Boston Whaler was 
making the rounds, bringing in a 
fresh crab to be boiled and served 
whole with drawn butter to each 
guest. This, however, was just the 
appetizer. The lodge’s French chef 
was preparing a gourmet meal, soon 
to be served in the dining room.

Halfway through my crab, the ,.un 
burst through a hole in the clouds. 
The zealot in me was triggered. Here 
1 was in perfect comfort, about to be 
served a perfect meal, and yet I was 
analyzing the situation in front o f my 
eyes to see if  it had the potential for

a fine photograph. Several factors 
made me think that if  I returned to 
our cabin, a couple hundred yards 
away up on the point, I would see a 
rainbow over the bay.

As I rounded the corner to the 
cabin, I saw direct sunlight hitting an 
active rain cloud. There under the arc 
o f a rainbow was the lodge’s Boston 
Whaler heading in for the pier. I 
couldn’t waste a second setting my 
camera and going through the steps 
I normally take to make a fine land­
scape photograph, so I grabbed a 
Nikon F3 from the cabin, put it on 
automatic, and shot only a couple of 
frames before the rainbow weakened.

Boats provide the only access to 
the lodge, except for the occasional 
float plane that lands in the bay to 
pick up or deliver special guests. We 
arrived from the town of Homer on 
a regularly scheduled ferry, which 
resembles a typical ferry about as 
much as the A laska Hbhway resem­
bles the New Jersey Turnpike. This 
ferry has no cars, no crowds, only a 
handful o f passengers, and makes 
detours to see bird rookeries and hid­
den coves. We landed on a peninsula 
about a 10-minute walk from the 
lodge along a narrow forest trail. 
Our bags came later with lodge 
employees.

1 first stayed in the lodge in 1979 
when I led an A laska wildlife safari 
for an adventure travel firm. That 
summer, the founders o f the lodge, 
Michael and Diane McBride, were 
busy working on a second lodge an 
hour’s flight by float plane across 
Cook Inlet on the opposite side of 
Homer. This is the Chenik Wilder­
ness Camp, a full-service lodge in a 
virtually uninhabited section o f the 
Alaska Peninsula, close to the famous 
McNeil River Brown Bear Sanctuary. 
The members o f my safari did not 
have permits for the McNeil, which 
are given out long in advance in an 
annual lottery. Even so, we saw 17 
A laska brown bears during our first 
evening. Once again, 1 became a 
photography zealot, ignoring the 
subtleties that the McBrides arranged 
for us in pursuit o f the perfect image.

What makes the Kachemak and

intangible factor that’s hard tc put 
across in photographs or factual 
descriptions such as my own so far 
in this column. I ’ve been writing 
from the point of view o f a zealot 
rather than a typical guest. While I 
chased eagles and maneuvered the 
shoreline around 30-foot tides, other 
guests were fishing, reading, sea 
kayaking, or simply enjoying the 
homey comforts o f their cabins.

Each cabin has been uniquely built 
and decorated with such personal 
touches that it’s easy to imagine all 
this was done especially for you. 
Activities are conducted in a sim ilar 
vein. Most lodges provide group 
experiences, but Michael and Diane 
McBride have a different premise. 
They cater to each individual’s needs 
and desires, to make sure that the 
avid fisherman gets taken to a private 
hot spot for salmon, and yours tru­
ly, the zealot photographer, is shown 
the best spots for w ildlife viewing. 
Many people chose to simply kick 
back and enjoy themselves in a place 
apart from the rest of the world.

The McBrides’ vision is not cheap, 
however. A typical five-day package 
at either lodge goes for 51,500 per 
person. Not everyone can afford such 
tariffs, but remember that they do 
include a private cabin, all meals, 
guide services roundtrip by boat, and 
virtually every incidental. I believe 
that Barbara and I saw Alaska both 
more intimately and more comfort­
ably in our five days at Kachemak 
Bay than most Alaska tour groups 
see in a month o f days spent cram­
med in buses in between the hours 
they are not in hotels, train stations 
or airports.

I still remain a photography zealot, 
addicted to those icy dawns in sleep­
ing bags, but as far as compromises 
go, Kachemak Bay has the best I've 
ever seen, and I'm not alone in that 
judgment. An independent survey o f 
America's best vacation retreats, con­
ducted incognito by people posing as 
paying guests, rated Kachemak Bay 
as America's best wilderness lodge.

For more information, contact: 
Kachemak Bay Wilderness Lodge, 
Diane and Michael McBride, China 
Poot Bay, P.O. Box 956, Homer, 
A laska 99603, (907) 235-8910. or

Magaz ine , December  1987
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a c h em ak  B a y  L od g e , H om e r, 
X m . A laska . In 1970 Diane and M ike M c­
Bride bought 25 acres near Homer and pro­
ceeded to establish a lodge that now has one of 
the be st .word-ofanout} 1 reputaUon s j nA l a ska. 
A lthough not luxu rious, the lodge is noted 
tor its personal touches, such as homemade 
quilts on every bed and the M cB rides ' inde­
fatigable effo rts in the preparation o f gourmet 
meals. The lodge and fou r cabins are on an 
“ island pen insu la" (an island at high tide, 
peninsula at low !, which is a 30-m inute boat 
ride from Homer. The guest lim it is held to 12. 
K ing crab, blue mussels, shrim p , halibu t, 
salmon, and octopus plucked from the bay out 
front make up the daily fare. One guest said 
she would go there eve ry year ju s t to eat. 
B irde rs and na tu ra lis ts also re tu r r yearly 
and the managers provide guide service for 
an array o f h ik ing and boa ting excursions 
i whales —  includ ing belugas —  seals and sea 
otte rs frequent the bay). Guests pay 51,750 
tor a live-dav package rate, includ ing trans­
portation from Homer, meals, lodging ;utd all 
activities. Kachemak Bay Wilderness Lodge, 
china Boot Bay Homer, Alaska 99603: (907) 
.’35-8910. Open: May 15 to December 15.

T o j i :  Alaska's K<whc»ink B a y  Linlgc. known t o r  its gninin t stafoOt! and wiltlrnws* 
excursions. B o t t o m :  Th, nnnnton room at Kttrhriiiitk Bay /.<u/a.v.

Juno IB82 • I ’tu the Sorthursl



I n J u n e , sunset a t th e  K a c h e m a k  B ay  W ild e r n e s s  L o d g e  

c om es  at m id n ig h t . I f  y o u ’ve been  u p  s in c e  s u n r is e  (a b o u t  2 

a m ) ,  tha t m a ke s  fo r  a m y  lo n g  d a y . B ut in  a  p lace  l ik e  

t h is . . .w e l l ,  y o u  can  a lw a y s  catch u p  o n  s leep  at h o m e . W h e r e  

e lse , in  the  cou rse  o f  a  s in g le  d a y , can  y o u  w a tc h  b a ld  eag les  

p la y , catch y o u r  o w n  c ra b  d in n e r , e n jo y  f in e  fo o d  a n d  w ' c 

in  the  s h a d o w  o f  m o u n t a in s  a n d  g la c ie rs , f t  w h a le s , p ic n ic  

o n  a  beach  in  s ig h t  o f  sea otters a n d  sea ls , o r  s t ro ll a m o n g  

m oss-d raped  trees in  a fo rest p r im e v a l?

In  recent yea rs  n e w  w ild e rn e s s  lo d ges  h a v e  s p r u n g  u p  in  A la s k a , 

o f fe r in g  c o m fo r t a b le , i f  no t lu x u r io u s , a lte rn a t iv e s  to the t r a d it io n a l 

d r a b  a n d  d r a ft y  h u n t in g  c a m p . F o rem os t a m o n g  these is the 

K a c h e m a k  B ay  W ild e rn e s s  L o d g e  o n  the K e n a i P e n in s u la  o n  A la s ­

k a ’s so u th e rn  coas t . M ik e  a n d  D ia n e  M c B r id e  m o v e d  he re  a lm o s t  

tw en ty  yea rs  a g o , a ttrac ted  b y  the s u p e r la t iv e  scene ry  o f  K a c h e m a k  

B ay . T h e  K e n a i M o u n ta in s  r is e  a b r u p t ly  o u t  o f  the  sea h e re , c a p p e d  

b y  o n e  o f  the  c o n t in e n t’s la rgest ic e f ie ld s . T h e  M c B r id e s ' d re a m  w as 

to  b u i ld  a n d  o p e ra te  a  w ild e rn e s s  lo d g e  w h e re  th e y  c o u ld  share  the  

a re a ’s in c r e d ib le  b e a u ty  w ith  o th e rs , a n d  th e y’ve  succeeded ,

L o c a 'e d  100 a it  m ile s  s o u thw es t o f  A n c h o ra g e , the  K a c h e m a k  Bay 

W ild e rn e s s  L o d g e  lie s  nes t led  in  a  co ve  across the  b a y  f r o m  the to w n  

o f  H o m e r , w h ic h  is se rved  b y  c o m m e rc ia l f lig h ts  f r o m  A n c h o ra g e . 

A s  soon  as y o u  step o f f  the  bo a t  o n to  the M c B r id e s ’ 

d o c k  y o u  re a liz e  that e v e ry th in g  h e re  w as b u i lt  w it h  

lo v in g  c a re— a n d  w it h  a n  eye  to w a rd  aesthetics . C a b ­

in s  are  tu c ked  a w a y  in  a  g le n  o f  S itk a  sp ruce  a n d  c o n ­

nected b y  p a th w a y s  that b r in g  to m in d  c h ild h o o d  fa n ­

tas ies o f  e n c h a n te d  forests . T h e  m a in  lo d g e , s o la r iu m , 

a n d  sauna  a re  b u i lt  to  m a k e  it  a p p e a r  tha t th e y’ve  been  

the re  fo r  ages.

Y o u  can  p a c k  as m u c h  a c t iv it y  as y o u  w is h  in t o  a 

g iv e n  d a y . T h e  M c B r id e s  w i l l  take  y o u  b y  b o a t to  the 

rem o te  is la n d s  o f  K a c h e m a k  B ay  to  o b se rve  n e s t in g  

sea b ird s  o r  b a ld  eag les . Y o u  m a y  even  sec k i l le r  

w h a le s  o r  d o lp h in s  at p la y . In  the  a f te rn o o n  y o u  can  sit 

o n  the o b s e rv a t io n  deck  a n d  e n jo y  h o rs  d ’o e u v ic s —  

s team ed  m usse ls  a n d  c la m s  g a th e re d  f ro m  the co ve  in  

fro n t  o f  the  lo d g e . D in n e r  m a y  be fresh c rab  o r  h a lib u t , 

se rved  w it h  a f in e  w in e . O u ts id e  the d in in g  r o o m 's  p ic ­

tu re  w in d o w s  a rc  b r e a th t a k in g  v ie w s  o f  snow-capped 

m o u n ta in s .

W ild  C o m fo r ts
Enjoying Alaska’s spectacular wilderness is 
easier than ever, especially if you stay at one 

of these luxury lodges. By Boyd Norton

T h e  g r iz z ly  b e a r is the  tru e  s y m b o l o f  A la s ­

k a ’s w ild e rn e s s . F o u n d  th ro u g h o u t  the state , 

the la rgest c o n c e n t ra t io n  o f  Vrsus horribilis 
is a lo n g  the sou thw es te rn  c o a s t lin e  o f  C o o k  

In le t , d ire c t ly  sou th  o f  A n c h o ra g e , a rem o te  

re g io n  access ib le  o n ly  b y  bush  p la n e . G r iz ­

z lie s  he re  a re  k n o w n  as coasta l b r o w n  bears , 

th o u gh  they  are  the  sam e  spec ies as those at 

D e n a l i . T he  m a in  d if fe re n c e  is tha t coasta l 

b ro w n  bea rs  g row  very la rg e — so m e  a d u lts  

reach 1 .2 0 0  p o u n d s  a n d  s tand  n in e  fee l ta ll . 

F o r tu n a te ly , these b e h e m o th s  tend  to be 

m o re  even- tem pe re d  a n d  to le ran t o f  p e o p le  

than  th e ir  re la t iv e s  o f  the  in t e r io r . T h is  is 

u n d o u b te d ly  d u e  to the  fact th a t , f ro m  m id -  

June  to m id - A u g u s t , these bears  go rge  th e m ­

selves o n  the  s a lm o n  m ig r a t in g  u p  the a re a ’s 

s tream s a n d  r iv e rs . W e ll- fe d  bears , it seem s, 

a re  h a p p y  bea rs . A n d  tha t m a ke s  fo r  s om e  

re la t iv e ly  safe v ie w in g  a n d  p h o to g ra p h in g .

P e r h a p s  the  m o st  l u x u r io u s  way to see  

g r i z z ly  b e a i s  i s  to s tay  at th e  C h e n i k  B r o w n  

B e a r  C a m p  in  k a n u x h a k  B a y .  a n o th e r  resort  

lodge  op e ra t ed  by M ik e  a n d  D i a n e  Me B r id e ,  

in s i g h t  o f  the s t e a m in g  A u g u s t in e  v o lc a n o

I f  y o u ’ve  been  o n  o n e  o f  those d e lu x e  p h o to  

sa fa r is  in  East A f r ic a , y o u 'l l  u n d e rs ta n d  

w h a t  C h e n ik  is l ik e : w ild e rn e s s  w ith  a  touch 

o f  e le gance . O n ly  s ix  guests at a  l im e  a re  ac­

cepted . T h e re  a re  tw o  tent c a b in s  a n d  tw o  

p e rm a n e n t  w o o d  c a b in s , a l l taste fu lly  d e ­

s ig n e d  a n d  fu rn is h e d . T h e  m a in  lo d g e  o v e r­

lo o k s  C h e n ik  L a g o o n , w h ic h  has 30-foot 

t id e s . A n d  the re 's  a  d e l ig h t fu l sod-roo fed  

sauna  nex t to  a  s tre am .

T h ro u g h o u t  Ju ly  a n d  A ugu s t ,  b e a r s  c o n ­

grega te  a l o n g  C h e n i k  C r e e k  to c a tch  s o m e  o f  

the  t h o u s a n d s  o f  m ig r a t i n g  s a lm o n .  L e d  by 

C h e n i k  n a t u r a l i s t  g u id e s ,  y ou ' l l  h a v e  a n  o p ­

po r tun i ty  to w a t c h  th e se  g reat  c a r n i v o r e s  a s  

they f i sh  a n d  frolic.k. in  the s t r e am  I t ' s  a  rare 

g l im p s e  at  a  p ro c e s s  that h a s  b een  g o in g  on 

fo r  t h o u s a n d s  o f  y c a i s ,  a  r e p r e se n t a t io n  o f  

a l l  the w o n d e r  a n d  f a s c in a t io n  o f  A la sk a ' s  

great l a n d  a n d  w i ld l i f e



A m e r i c a s  B e s t !  W ILDERNESS LODGE

Kachemak Ray Wilderness 
Lodge

China Poot Day
via Homer, ALxka 99603

Michael and Diane McBride, 
Proprietors

$1,750 per day (5-day min.)j $1,050 at Drown Dear Camp (5-day win., air fare incl,)

At Kachemak Bay Wilderness Lodge, 225 miles from Anchor­
age, seals herd on the sand bar out front, Ollic the — a otter frolics 
on the beach, and eagles nest within walking distance. You can 
ride the incoming tides past wild flower cliff gardens, streams, and 
waterfalls. Or you can trace the line of ancient barabaras (sod 
houses) to reconstruct the past lives of ancient man. Most ex­
citing of all is a bush flight into the northern camp to look for 
and photograph the magnificent brown bear, with an incom­
parable ice-blue glacier as your scenic backdrop.

Owners Mike and Diane McBride operate one of the few 
Alaskan lodges where guests join a year-round resident family. 
They have kept the camp small and usually accommodate only 
eight people at a time. The McBrides will meet you on a Thurs­
day or a Sunday at the Homer Small Boat Landing. There they 
will show you something or the commercial fishing industry of 
the area, then head for the lodge in an open doty. On a clear day, 
you can see the mountains of Cape Douglas in the distance. Seals, 
porpoises, and whales help guide your way, and passing Gull 
Island, you’ll see a rare nesting ground teeming with thousands of 
sea birds.

When you reach China Poot Bay, the area will be bustling with 
red-face cormorants, puffins, and guillemots playing in the waves. 
One of the hiking trails on the shore leads to the sea caves, which 
archaeologists think were used as the site of ancient burials.

The McBrides schedule their visitors according to the rhythms 
of nature— the salmon run, the extremely low tides, summer ac­
tivity at the bird rookery, the concentrations of brown bears at 
the salmon streams.

The log lodge is dominated by a massive stone fireplace and is 
decorated with material the McBrides have salvaged and restored. 
(Tire kitchen cabinets came from an old halibut schooner.) Stone 
ledges in the living room walls lead to sleeping lofts.

Meals always include home-baked bread and are served family- 
style in the dining room, where you can watch the ever-changing 
tidal pools from huge picture windows. Occasionally, a black bear 
will mosey by the window to check out the diners,

There arc two guest rooms in the lodge, and private accommo­
dations in three nearby cabins. They arc considered deluxe by 
bush standards, containing electricity, wood stoves, and outside 
privies. There is also a community bathroom in the lodge with a 
tub and shower, and a large sod-roofed Finnish sauna.

The McBrides recommend visits of at least three days to be­
come familiar with the territory. A typical day might include a 
trip to Grewingk Glacier, where you can sit and listen to the 
groaning of the ice and watch terns nest on the shoreline. You 
can also kayak, fish for salmon, trout, and halibut, hike through 
the dense forests, study the marine life— the possibilities arc end­
less.

By special arrangement you can visit the Brown Bear Camp, 100 
miles north of Kachemak Bay This area has the largest concentra­
tion of brown bears in the world, and it ’s not unusual to see 
twenty bears at one time. The McBrides consider man to be the 
intruder in these parts. They feel he must be an unobtrusive visi­
tor, and they will not allow you to take photographs unless you 
can guarantee that you will not interfere with the life patterns 
of the animals. The rustic tent cabins lie at the base of a great 
peninsular land bridge stretching toward Siberia. Archaeologists 
think this area may have been a link in man’s earliest migrations.

The China Poot Bay area has had no permanent residents (ex­
cept for a few scattered settlers) since the Athabaskans and the 
Eskimos, who flourished there centuries ago. Temperatures arc 
rarely below freezing, and the proximity of the Japanese current 
makes the winter extremely warm. Mike fell in love with the area 
when he was stationed there with the Air Force. In 1969 he and 
Diane sailed across the Bay from Homer to settle their new home.

KENAI MOUNTAINS

C.MULIAJONGO
Wnnt to munch tlio best brownies or savor the 

best bunann ice cream? See the best Victorian 
melodramas? Breathe the best a ir (Honolulu, Hawaii, 
is lu ll o f it)? Experience the best hotel su,le (it's 
the Royal Suite in the Waldorf Towers)?

You can - thanks to the imperious C. Paul Luongn, 
a very demanding Bostonian who is a public relations 
executive by trade and a qunl ty-sceker by nature. 
Dissatisfied w ith stale hotel rooms, mediocre food, 
slipshod service, and flim sy products, Mr. Luongo 
set out six years ago to find the best - the very 

I best - America has to o ffe r.
A fte r hundreds o f thousunds o f m iles o f truvel 

and an investment o f more than a quarter of a 
m illion o f his own dollars, he has come up with 
100 o f America's top goods and services, which 
he describes here in the fu llest de ta il. I f you can't 
experience C. Paul's choices firs t hand, his write-ups 
are a trea t in themselves.

Did you know tha t Oysters Rockefeller are 
so called because they are so green and rich? 
America's Best are to bo found at Antoine's in 
New Orleans. The porch at America's best summer 
hotel (The Grand Hotel on Mackinac island, Michigan) 
is 880 fee t long. America's best steak (you'll find 
it at Murray's in Minneapolis) is aged fo r 17 to 
21 days. A Sherle Wagner bat.iroom can cost $500,000 
and a Cecil Rhodes's closet $10,000 (hangers 
included). Those aren't mechanical figures in the 
Marshall Field Christmas window - they're real 
people. Just one of the reasons why Field's is 
America's best department store. According to 
Ruth Allman o f Juneau, Alaska, sourdough is as 
good a dessert as it is a wallpaper paste. She snouid 
know, since she makes America's best.

M r. Luongo's choices ore pa in fu lly selective, 
very in fo rm ative , and just plain fun. I f you, too, 
demand the best (we all should, according to C. 
Paul), you can't a ffo rd to miss AMERICA'S BEST!

K  STERLING PUBLISHING CO., INC. NEW YORK
■=■ C&L C&; L-tcC  London & Sydney J p L



K A C H E M A K  B A Y  W I L D E R N E S S  L O D G E
China Poot Bay via Homer

O n c e  a year, The Hideaway Report — a connoisseur’s 
guide to peaceful and unspoiled places — compiles a list o f 
the w orld’s most enchanting hideaways. In 1982 Kachemak 
Bay Wilderness Lodge was one o f five lodges featured from 
the United States. It m arked the second year in a row that 
such an honor had been bestowed on the Lodge. And if you 
visit Kachemak Bay Wilderness Lodge, it’s easy to see why. 
First o f  all, the setting: located on the remote southeastern 
side o f  Kachemak Bay — about 225 miles from Anchorage 
— Kachemak Wilderness Bay Lodge is nestled am ong tall, 
fragrant spruce on the rocky shores o f  pristine China Poot 
Bay. To the west — across Cook Inlet — lies the spectacular 
Alaska Range. Wildlife abounds. Red-faced corm orants, puf­
fins and guillemots play in the waves along with seals, por­
poises and whales. The air is filled with thousands of sea birds, 
the ground is covered with hundreds o f different and colorful 
wild flowers. The log lodge itself is quaint and usually accom ­
m odates no more than eight or ten people. It is dom inated 
by a massive stone fireplace and decorated with materials 
Michael and Diane McBride — the owners — have salvaged 
ana restored from their surrounding environment. Meals 
always include home-baked bread and are served family-style 
in the dining room , where you can watch the ever-changing 
tidal pools from hugh picture windows. Occasionally, a black

bear will mosey by the window to see w hat’s for dinner. Most 
likely, the bear wiil see fresh caught salmon, trou t, crab, 
shrim p, or recently harvested wild berries and hothouse 
vegetables.

There are two guest rooms in the lodge and private accom ­
m odations in three nearby cabins. Also located in the lodge 
is a large sod-roofed Finnish sauna and an open-air hot tub 
— a perfect place to end a day filled with wildlife and bird 
photography, deep-sea and stream fishing, glacier and forest 
hiking, salt and fresh water canoeing, or just contem plating 
the surrounding beauty.

By special arrangement, you can visit the Brown Bear Camp, 
100 miles south, south-west o f Kachemak Bay. This area has 
the largest concentration o f  Brown Bear in the world. I t’s not 
unusual to see twenty at a time. A photographer’s dream .

For an incomparable interlude with nature and yourself, 
visit one o f the world’s best — Kachemak Bay Wilderness 
Lodge.

Kachemak Bay Wilderness Lodge 
China Poot Bay 

Homer, Alaska 99603 
radio/phone 

(907) 235-8910
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HOUSE BILL 83 AND SENATE BILL 148:

LAND AND TIMBER PURCHASE

INSIDE KACHEMAK BAY STATE PARK

T i m b e r  T r a d i n g  Co. 
w i l l  d o n a t e  7 , 1 2 5  
a c r e s  of  t i m b e r  
r i g h t s  a d j a c e n t  
t o  t h e  p a r k  
t o  n o n - p r o f i t  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
p e n d i n g  p a s s a g e  
o f  H o u s e  B i l l  83 
& S e n a t e  B i l l  148 

K a c h e m a k  Bay- 
S t a t e  P a r k  B u y b a c k

H o m e r
S p i t

Yukon
blond

T  S S  

T9 S

B a y  S t a t e  P a r k  

S e l d o v i a  N a t i v e  Assoc, i n h o l d i n g s  

I - y h ) T i m b e r  T r a d i n g  Co. t i m b e r  r i g h t s  o u t s i d e  t h e  P a r k

1- G u l l  Is. s e a b i r d  r o o k e r y
2 - C e n t e r  f o r  Ak. C o a s t a l  S t u d i e s  f a c i l i t y
3 - A D F G  p e r s o n a l  u s e  d i p n e t  f i s h e r y
4 - s e a  o t t e r  h a b i t a t
5 - U n i v . A k . F a i r b a n k s  m a r i n e  s t a t i o n



WALTER I. HICKEL GOVERNOR

DIVISION OF FORESTRY

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  N A T U R A E  R E S O U R C E S P.O. BOX 7-005
A N C H O H A G E . A LA SKA  99510 
PHONE:(907) 762 2501

S P R U C E  B A R K  B E E T L E  (D e n d r o c t o n u s  r u f i p e n n i s  Kirby) 
O C C U R R E N C E  O N  S E L D O V I A  N A T I V E  A S S O C I A T I O N  (SNA) L A N D / T I M B E R  
T R A D I N G  CO. (TTC) T I M B E R  IN K A C H E M A K  B A Y  S T A T E  P A R K  (KBSP)

D L W M  S p r u c e  b a r k  b e e t l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u e s t

O n  D e c e m b e r  10, 1 9 9 0  G a r y  G u s t a f s o n ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  t n e  D i v i s i o n  of  
L a n d  a n d  W a t e r  M a n a g e m e n t ,  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  
r e q u e s t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  c u r r e n t  (and p r o j e c t e d )  s t a t u s  of  
s p r u c e  b a r k  b e e t l e  (D. r u f i p e n n i s  Kby.) p o p u l a t i o n  l e v e l s  w i t h i n  
t h e  K a c h e m a k  B a y  S t a t e  Park. T h e  a r e a  o f  c o n c e r n  is l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  
t h e  s t a t e  p a r k  o n  l a n d  a n d  t i m b e r  c u r r e n t l y  o w n e d  b y  t h e  S e l d o v i a  
N a t i v e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  Inc. (SNA) a n d  T i m b e r  T r a d i n g  C o m p a n y  ( T T C ) , 
r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  p r e s e n t l y  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  by  the A l a s k a  
L e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  p u r c h a s e  b y  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  
q u e s t i o n s  a r e  p o s e d  b y  Mr. G u s t a f s o n  i n  t h e  r e q u e s t :

1. W h a t  is t h e  p o t e n t i a l  for i n c r e a s e d  b a r k  b e e t l e  a c t i v i t y  
o n  S N A ' s  l a n d ?

2. Do (spruce) b a r k  b e e t l e s  r e p r e s e n t  a s i g n i f i c a n t  t h r e a t  t o 
t h e  t i m b e r  o n  S N A ' s  land?

3. W h a t  ( o v e r a l l )  i m p a c t  do  s p r u c e  b a r k  b e e t l e s  h a v e  on t h i s  
l a n d  a n d  t i m b e r ?

I n t r o d u c t i o n

T h i s  p r e l i m i n a r y  r e p o r t  p r e p a r e d  b y  t h e  D i v i s i o n  of F o r e s t r y ,  
R e s o u r c e  M a n a g e m e n t  S e c t i o n  s u m m a r i z e s  w h a t  is c u r r e n t l y  k n o w n  
a b o u t  t h e  s p r u c e  b a r k  b e e t l e  in the K a c h e m a k  B a y  a r e a  a n d  v i c i n i t y  
b a s e d  on p r i o r  a e r i a l  s u r v e y s  a n d  b i o l o g i c a l  e v a l u a t i o n s  p e r f o r m e d  
b y  D N R  p e r s o n n e l  a n d  t h e  U.S. F o r e s t  S e r v i c e ,  S t a t e  a n d  P r i v a t e  
F o r e s t r y ,  P e s t  M a n a g e m e n t  U nit, R e g i o n  10, A l a s k a  (S&PF) p e r s o n n e l  
in c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  o n g o i n g  s u r v e y  a n d  e v a l u a t i o n  w o r k  p r o j e c t s  
p e r f o r m e d  b y  S & P F  t h r o u g h o u t  Alaska.

S p r u c e  b a r k  b e e t l e  o c c u r e n c e  on S N A / T T C  K B S P  h o l d i n g s

H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  of K a c h e m a k  B a y  h a s  h a d  l o c a l i z e d  
i n f e s t a t i o n s  in t h e  v i c i n i t y  of M c K e o n  F l a t s  and S a d i e  Cove. 
I n f e s t a t i o n s  a p p e a r  l i m i t e d  to s m a l l  p o c k e t s  (less t h a n  5 acres) 
a l o n g  t h e  M c K e o n  F l a t s  r i v e r  c h a n n e l  a n d  e x p o s e d  n o r t h - f a c i n g  
s l o p e s  a l o n g  S a d i e  C o v e ' s  n o r t h  side. T h e s e  l o c a l i z e d  a r e a s  of  
d e a d  t r e e s  o n  S N A  l a n d  in K B S ?  a p p e a r e d  o v e r  a p e r i o d  of 2-3 y e a r s  
b u t  d i d  n o t  i n c r e a s e  m a r k e d l y  in size. B e e t l e  p o p u l a t i o n s ,  w h i l e  
h e a v i e r  in t h e s e  l o c a l i z e d  p o c k e t s ,  a p p e a r  to  s t a y  at e n d e m i c  (low,,



natural) l e v e l s  on the s o u t h  s i d e  o f  K a c h e m a k  Bay. W e a t h e r ,
e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  n o r m a l l y  cool, w e t  s p r i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  a l o n g  the bay, 
t ends to s h o r t e n  b e e t l e  d i s p e r s a l  p e r i o d s  d u r i n g  t h e  p e a k  a d u l t  
e m e r g e n c e  p e r i o d ,  m i d - M a y  t o  e a r l y  J u n e .  ( P r e d o m i n a n c e  o f  S i t k a  
S p r u c e  o v e r  W h i t e  S p r u c e  in t h i s  a r e a  t e n d s  t o  l i m i t  a t t a c k  s u c c e s s  
by the b e e t l e )  . Data f r o m  A l a s k a  i n d i c a t e  a d i f f e r e n c e  in h o s t  
s u i t a b i l i t y .  S p r u c e  b a r k  b e e t l e  b r o o d  p r o d u c t i o n  in W h i t e  (P. 
g l a u c a ) a n d  L u t z  (Pj. x l u t z i i ) S p r u c e  is s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  t h a n  
b r o o d  p r o d u c t i o n  in S i t k a  S p r u c e  (L. s i t c h e n s i s ) ( H o l s t e n  a n d  
W e r n e r  1990) .

A n o t h e r  l o c a l i z e d  s p r u c e  b a r k  b e e t l e  i n f e s t a t i o n  o c c u r r e d  on S N A  
l a n d  n o r t h e a s t  of S e l d o v i a  d u r i n g  a n d  a f t e r  lot a n d  r o a d  c l e a r i n g  
for t h e  B a r b a r a  H e i g h t s  S u b d i v i s i o n  (circa 1986, 1987). T h i s  a r e a  
w a s  e x a m i n e d  a n d  e v a l u a t e d  b y  D i v i s i o n  of F o r e s t r y  p e r s o n n e l  in 
1988. C l e a r i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  c o n d u c i v e  to b a r k  b e e t l e  b r o o d
d e v e l o p m e n t  ( w h o l e  t r e e s  p i l e d  i n  w i n d r o w s  a l o n g  roads, f r e s h  l o g  
d e c k s  a n d  s l a s h  p i l e s  o n  lots) o c c u r r e d  in a s e r i e s  o f  c o n t i n u i n g  
d e v e l o p m e n t  a c t i v i t i e s .  T h i s  i n f e s t a t i o n  w a s  c o n f i n e d  a l m o s t  
t o t a l l y  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  l o t s  w i t h  f r e s h  l o g  a n d  s l a s h  pi l e s .
I n d i v i d u a l  b e e t l e  p o p u l a t i o n s  d e c l i n e d  in 2 o r  3 years. T h i s  is
a g o o d  e x a m p l e  o f  n o r m a l  c l i m a t i c  c o n d i t i o n s ,  a n d  n o n - p r e f e r r e d  
h o s t  s p e c i e s  c o m p o s i t i o n  (e.g. S i t k a  Spruce) c o n t r o l l i n g  s p r u c e  
b e e t l e  p o p u l a t i o n s  at e n d e m i c  l e v e l s  w h e n  s i t e  d i s t u r b a n c e  c r e a t e s  
f a v o r a b l e  i n s e c t  p r o d u c t i o n  c o n d i t i o n s .

S p r u c e  b a r k  b e e t l e  o c c u r e n c e  n e a r  S N A / T T C  K B S P  h o l d i n g s

S p r u c e  b a r k  b e e t l e  i n f e s t a t i o n s  h a v e  a p p e a r e d  o n  t h e  p e n i n s u l a  
b e t w e e n  H a l i b u t  C o v e  L a g o o n  a n d  P e t e r s o n  B a y  n o r t h e a s t  o f  C h i n a  
P o o t  B a y  (a p o r t i o n  of t h e  a r e a  is o u t s i d e  K a c h e m a k  Bay S t a t e
P a r k ) . T h i s  inf s t a t i o n  a r e a  h a s  b e e n  l i m i t e d  to a p p r o x i m a t e l y
1 , 0 0 0  - 1 , 5 0 0  a c r e s  a n d  h a s  d e c r e a s e d  s i n c e  1988 (secs.
1 2 , 1 3 , T 7 S , R 1 2 W  & secs. 7 , 1 8 , T 7 S ,R 1 1 W , S .M . ). O t h e r  l a r g e
i n f e s t a t i o n s  n e a r  M a l l a r d  B a y  ( H o l s t e n  and Z o g a s  1987) 1 , A u r o r a  
L a g o o n  a n d  b e a r  Cove, h a v e  i n c r e a s e d ,  m o v i n g  n o r t h e a s t e r l y  s i n c e  
1981. T h e  U S F S , S & P F  h a d  p l a n n e d  a f i e l d  b i o l o g i c a l  e v a l u a t i o n  a t  
B e a r  C o v e  t h i s  p a s t  s u m m e r .  I n i t i a l  s u r v e y  a t t e m p t s  w e r e  t h w a r t e d  
b y  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  l a r g e  p o p u l a t i o n s  of h o r n e t s .  T h e  s u r v e y  w i l l  
c o n t i n u e  in 1991.

S u m m a r y

Data e x a m i n e d  f r o m  p a s t  s u r v e y s  a n d  b i o l o g i c a l  e v a l u a t i o n s  s h o w s  a 
c l o s e  a s s o c i a t i o n  of c l i m a t i c  t r e n d s  a n d  s p r u c e  s i t e  d i s t u r b a n c e s

1 T h e  M a l l a r d  Bay i n f e s t a t i o n  has b e e n  c l o s e l y  w a t c h e d  b y  
the U S F S  s i n c e  1981, w h e n  300 a c r e s  of  w i n d t h r o w n  s p r u c e  w e r e  n o t e d  
by D N R  S o u t h c e n t r a l  R e g i o n  F o r e s t r y  p e r s o n n e l .  T h e  USFS, S&PF, 
F o r e s t  P e s t  M a n a g e m e n t  S e c t i o n  s u b s e q u e n t l y  c o m p l e t e d  a b i o l o g i c a l  
e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h i s  ar e a  in N o v e m b e r ,  1987 (Tech. Rept. R 1 0 - 9 0 - 1 8 ) .


