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D e a r  Ms. DeLapp:

O n  b e h a l f  of  t h e  B o a r d  of  D i r e c t o r s  a n d  t h e  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  
C o m m i t t e e ,  I a m  p l e a s e d  to  i n f o r m  y o u  t h a t  t h e  study, " S c o p e  o f  
P r a c t i c e  for B e g i n n i n g  a n d  E x p e r i e n c e s  L P N s "  h a s  b e e n  s e l e c t e d  
for v e r b a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 9 1  R e s e a r c h  F o r u m  t o  b e  h e l d  
in c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  1 3 t h  A n n u a l  M e e t i n g  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
C o u n c i l  o f  S t a t e  B o a r d s  of  N u r s i n g .  T h e  F o r u m  is s c h e d u l e d  f o r  
friday, A u g u s t  1, 1991 f r o m  9 - 1 0  AM. S i n c e  r e p o r t s  w i l l  b e  
m a d e  o n  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  p r o j e c t s ,  p l a n  o n  h a v i n g  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  15 
- 2 0  m i n u t e s  for y o u r  p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  t i m e  f o r  q u e s t i o n s .

E n c l o s e d  is a c o p y  o f  t h e  C o v e r  P a g e  y o u  p r e v i o u s l y  s u b m i t t e d .  
P l e a s e  r e v i e w  t h i s  c a r e f u l l y  a n d  e i t h e r  c o n f i r m  t h a t  a l l  s t u d y  
titles, p r e s e n t e r s  names, e q u i p m e n t  r e q u e s t s ,  a n d  o t h e r  
i n f o r m a t i o n  is c o r r e c t  o r  m a k e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  c o r r e c t i o n s .  S i g n  
the f o r m  a n d  r e t u r n  it to m y  a t t e n t i o n  b y  J u n e  17, 1 9 9 1 . I a l s o  
n e e d  to r e m i n d  y o u  t h a t  a l l  t r a v e l  a n d  p e r  d i e m  e x p e n s e s  i n c u r r e d  
in r e l a t i o n  to y o u r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in t h i s  a c t i v i t y  c a n  n o t  b e  
u n d e r w r i t t e n  by  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l

W e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  h e a r i n g  y o u r  p r e s e n t a t i o n .  If y o u  h a v e  a n y  
q u e s t i o n s  p l e a s e  c a l l  m e  at  1 - 3 1 2 - 7 8 7 - 6 5 5 5 .

S i n c e r e l y ,

C  Li. i i  L f b  U oHl /* -'

C a r o l y n  J. Yocom, Ph.D., R.N. 
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S e n a t o r  D r u e  P e a rce, C h a i r  
S e n a t e  L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  
R o o m  101 
P. O. B o x  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1 - 1 1 8 2  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Pearce,

T h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  d i s c u s s e d  y o u r  l e t t e r  r e g a r d i n g  
t h e  S u n s e t  R e v i e w  L e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  p o s s i b l e  o p t i o n s  f o r  t h e  
B o a r d ' s  f u t u r e  e x i s t e n c e  at its N o v e m b e r  19, 1 9 9 1  m e e t i n g .
T h e  B o a r d  m e m b e r s  s u p p o r t  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  B o a r d  a s  a n  
i n d e p e n d e n t  B o a r d  w i t h i n  O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g ,  n o t  c o m b i n e d  
w i t h  a n y  o t h e r  r e g u l a t o r y  Board. A  B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  m a d e  u p  
of  r e g i s t e r e d  n u r ses, p r a c t i c a l  n u r s e s  a n d  c o n s u m e r s  h a s  t h e  
e x p e r t i s e  t o  h a n d l e  t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  n u r s i n g  i s s u e s  w h i c h  m u s t  
b e  a d d r e s s e d .  R e s o l u t i o n  o f  i s s u e s  r e l y  o n  t h e  n u r s i n g  
k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  B o a r d  m e m b e r s  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  t h e i r  c o n c e r n  f o r  
p u b l i c  s a f e t y  w h i c h  is s h a r e d  b y  t h e  c o n s u m e r s .

T h e  B o a r d  e x p r e s s e d  a n u m b e r  of  c o n c e r n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  
t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g .  T h e s e  c o n c e r n s  r e l a t e  t o  
t h e  B o a r d ' s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  n u r s e s ,  
l i c e n s u r e  a n d  d i s c i p l i n e  of  n u r s e s  a n d  as i m p o r t a n t ,  
r e g u l a t i o n  of  s c h o o l s  o f  n u r s i n g .  A  s c h o o l  of  n u r s i n g  m u s t  b e  
B o a r d  a p p r o v e d  in o r d e r  f o r  g r a d u a t e s  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m  t o  b e  
elicjible for a l i c e n s e  b y  e x a m  in A l a s k a  a n d  a l i c e n s e  b y
e n d o r s e m e n t  e l s e w h e r e  in t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  D u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  
t w o  years, t h e  B o a r d  a p p r o v e d  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  E v e r e t t  
C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e  A s s o c i a t e  D e g r e e  N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m  o f f e r e d  in 
K e t c h i k a n  in o r d e r  t o  e d u c a t e  P r a c t i c a l  N u r s e s  (LPNs) t o
b e c o m e  R e g i s t e r e d  N u r s e s  (RNs) in t h a t  city. T h i s  p r o g r a m  m e t
a u n i q u e  n e e d  in a r u r a l  c o m m u n i t y  b y  a l l o w i n g  t h e  h o s p i t a l  t o
l e s s e n  its n u r s i n g  s h o r t a g e  b y  e d u c a t i n g  p r a c t i c a l  n u r s e s  w h o  
h a d  p r o v e n  w o r k  r e c o r d s  a n d  w e r e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  K e t c h i k a n .

T h e  c o n t r a c t  A l a s k a  e n t e r s  in t o  w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  
S t a t e  B o a r d s  o f  N u r s i n g  (NCSBN) f o r  u s e  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  e x a m  
is w i t h  the B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  a n d  r e q u i r e s  n R e g i s t e r e d  N u r s e
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t o  b e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  s e c u r i t y  o f  e a c h  
e x a m  a d m i n i s t e r e d  in o u r  St a t e .  T h i s  n a t i o n a l  e x a m  is c a l l e d  
t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  L i c e n s u r e  E x a m  a n d  o n e  is o f f e r e d  f o r  
p r a c t i c a l  n u r s i n g  a n d  o n e  f o r  r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s i n g ,  e a c h  e x a m  
b e i n g  o f f e r e d  t w i c e  a y ear. T h e  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  N C S B N  p r o v i d e s

A l a s k a  t h e  r i g h t  to  g i v e  t h e  n a t i o n a l  n u r s e  l i c e n s u r e  e x a m s  
a n d  t o  c o u n s e l  w i t h  o t h e r  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  o n  m a t t e r s  r e l a t e d  t o  
r e g u l a t i o n  o f  n u r s i n g  p r a c t i c e  s u c h  as s c o p e  o f  p r a c t i c e ,  
d i s c i p l i n e  a n d  a d v a n c e d  p r a c t i c e  i s s ues. S h o u l d  A l a s k a  n o t  
h a v e  a B o a r d  of  N u r s i n g  t o  r e g u l a t e  n u r s i n g  p r a c t i c e ,  it is 
u n l i k e l y  t h a t  w e  w o u l d  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  a l l o w e d  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  
n a t i o n a l  exam.

W h i l e  t h e  B o a r d  d i s c u s s e d  s e v e r a l  m a j o r  i s s u e s  r e g a r d i n g  B o a r d  
c o m b i n a t i o n ,  a f e w  a r e  p a r a m o u n t .  T h e  f i r s t  i n v o l v e s  t h e  
B o a r d ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  r e q u e s t s  f o r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  
s c o p e  o f  p r a c t i c e  s i t u a t i o n s .  M a n y  o f  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  a r e  
h a n d l e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d ' s  E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y ,  a p o s i t i o n  w h i c h  
r e q u i r e s  a r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e  l i c e n s e .  Some, h o w e v e r ,  r e q u i r e  
fu l l  B o a r d  d i s c u s s i o n  a n d  r e s p o n s e .  S i n c e  n u r s i n g  s c i e n c e  
l i k e  o t h e r  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n s  h a s  i t s  o w n  b o d y  o f  k n o w l e d g e ,  
it is i n a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  a s k  n o n  n u r s e s  t o  m a k e  t h e s e  s c o p e  o f  
p r a c t i c e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n s .

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e r e  a r e  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  s h i f t i n g  t h e  f o c u s  f r o m  
p u b l i c  s a f e t y  t o  e c o n o m i c s  w i t h  t u r f  i s s u e s  a r i s i n g  e s p e c i a l l y  
w i t h  p h y s i c i a n s  a n d  n u r s e s  in a d v a n c e d  p r a c t i c e .  T h e  N u r s i n g  
B o a r d  h a s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  r e g u l a t e d  a d v a n c e d  n u r s i n g  p r a c t i c e
a l l o w i n g  i m p r o v e d  a c c e s s  t o  c a r e  f o r  m a n y  A l a s k a n s  w h o  
o t h e r w i s e  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  p r i m a r y  h e a l t h  care, w h i l e  at t h e  
s a m e  t i m e  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  h e a l t h  a n d  w e l f a r e  w i t h  
r e g a r d  t o  n u r s i n g  care. T h i s  r e g u l a t i o n  i n c l u d e s  m o n i t o r i n g  of  
s c o p e  o f  p r a c t i c e  i n c l u d i n g  s p e c i f i c  q u a l i t y  a s s u r a n c e
m e c h a n i s m s  a n d  a l l o w i n g  i n d e p e n d e n t  p r e s c r i p t i v e  a u t h o r i t y .  A  
j o i n t  b o a r d  o f  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  w o u l d  l i k e l y  b e  
l i m i t e d  i n  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  n u r s e s  a n d  t h e s e  i s s u e s  w o u l d  n o t  
r e c e i v e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  a t t e n t i o n  n e e d e d  t o  a s s u r e  c o n s u m e r  
p r o t e c t i o n .

A  c o m b i n e d  B o a r d  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  t h e  i n v o l v e m e n t  o f  a t  l e a s t
" e x p e r t  p a n e l s "  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  e x p e r t i s e  t o  a d v i s e  t h e  
o v e r s i g h t  B o a r d  o n  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s .  T h i s  t y p e  of 
s t r u c t u r e  w o u l d  i n c r e a s e  c o s t s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  
w o u l d  d e l a y  r e s p o n s e  on  m a n y  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e s  a d d r e s s e d  
b y  t h e  Board. T h e  B o a r d  n o w  a c t s  in a t i m e l y  a n d  e f f e c t i v e  
m a n n e r .  A  g o o d  e x a m p l e  o f  t h i s  is t h e  B o a r d ' s  r e c e n t
c o m p l e t i o n  o f  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  g u i d e  a d d r e s s i n g  s c o p e  o f
p r a c t i c e  o f  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  n u r s e  w h i c h  w a s  r e q u e s t e d  b y  t h e
i n d u s t r y .  A  r e v i e w  of  t h e  e n c l o s e d  m o s t  r e c e n t  a n n u a l  r e p o r t
d e t a i l s  m a n y  o f  t h e  B o a r d ' s  p r o j e c t s .

T h e  n u r s e  e m p l o y e r s  r e l y  o n  t h e  B o a r d ' s  j u d g m e n t  in m a t t e r s  
r e l a t e d  t o  d i s c i p l i n e ,  m o n i t o r i n g  o f  n u r s e s  in r e c o v e r y  f r o m
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c h e m i c a l  d e p e n d e n c y  a n d  n u r s i n g  s c o p e  of  p r a c t i c e .  T h e y  h a v e  
l e a r n e d  t h a t  t h e  B o a r d  p l a y s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  a n d  a s s i s t i v e  r o l e  
w h e n  t h e y  h a v e  a p r o b l e m  w i t h  a n u r s e  w h e t h e r  i t  r e l a t e s  t o  
s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  n o t  m e e t i n g  s t a n d a r d s  o f  p r a c t i c e  o r  t o  a 
c h e m i c a l l y  a d d i c t e d  nurse. T h e  N u r s i n g  B o a r d  h a s  m a n y  m o r e  
y e a r s  of e x p e r i e n c e  m a n a g i n g  t h e  c h e m i c a l l y  a d d i c t e d  n u r s e  
t h a n  h a v e  o t h e r  r e g u l a t o r y  b o a r d s .  E m p l o y e r s  a n d  n u r s e s  h a v e  
b e e n  e d u c a t e d  a b o u t  t h e  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  g e t t i n g  n u r s e s  i n t o  
t r e a t m e n t  a n d  t h e  B o a r d ' s  m o n i t o r e d  a f t e r c a r e  p r o g r a m  w h i c h  
p r o t e c t s  t h e  p u b l i c  y e t  a l l o w s  n u r s e s  t o  s a f e l y  g o  b a c k  to  
w ork. W i t h  o n e  in f i v e  t o  o n e  in s e v e n  n u r s e s  a t  r i s k  f o r  
c h e m i c a l  d e p e n d e n c y ,  t h e  B o a r d  is g r a v e l y  c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  t h i s  
p r o g r a m  m i g h t  b e  l o s t  u n d e r  a c o m b i n e d  s y s t e m  o f  b o a r d s .

T h e  m e m b e r s  of  t h e  B o a r d  a r e  in f u l l  a g r e e m e n t  t h a t  u n d e r  a n y  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  an  E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y  p o s i t i o n  m u s t  b e  
m a i n t a i n e d .  T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  is e v i d e n t  w h e n  o n e  
r e v i e w s  t h e  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  o f  t h e  Board. T h e  E x e c u t i v e  
S e c r e t a r y  is e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  p r o m p t  l i c e n s i n g  of  n u r s e s  
e s p e c i a l l y  as t h e  n u r s i n g  s h o r t a g e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  a f f e c t  a r e a s  
o f  o u r  state. T h e  E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y  is a l s o  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
o v e r s e e i n g  t h e  l i c e n s i n g  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  5 5 0 0  
l i c e n s e e s .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  w i t h  n u r s e s  a n d  
e m p l o y e r s  s t a t e w i d e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in r u r a l  A l a s k a  w h e r e  t h e  
i n c u m b e n t  s t a f f  m e m b e r  s e r v e s  in a c o n s u l t a n t  role. T h e  
E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y  is e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  f u n c t i o n i n g  o f  t h e  
B o a r d ' s  p r o g r a m  for i n t e r v e n i n g  w i t h  n u r s e s  w h o  a r e  a d d i c t e d  
t o  c o n t r o l l e d  s u b s t a n c e s .  T h e  B o a r d ' s  g o a l  o f  r e t u r n i n g  
n u r s e s  t o  t h e  w o r k  s e t t i n g  s a f e l y  a n d  w i t h i n  a r e a s o n a b l e  t i m e  
a f t e r  t h e  n u r s e  is in r e c o v e r y  is a c c o m p l i s h e d  u s i n g  
M e m o r a n d u m s  o f  A g r e e m e n t .  T h i s  s t a f f  m e m b e r  p r o v i d e s  
a s s i s t a n c e  to  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  a s  s h e  is k n o w l e d g a b l e  in 
n u r s i n g  p r a c t i c e ,  p r o c e d u r e s  a n d  issues.

R e p o r t s  of  d i s c u s s i o n s  at t h e  T a s k  F o r c e  o n  B o a r d s  a n d  
C o m m i s s i o n s  i n d i c a t e d  i n a c c u r a t e  f i n a n c i a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t e d  
to  t h e  B o a r d ' s  o p e r a t i o n s .  W h i l e  t h e  D i v i s i o n  is r e s p o n s i b l e  
for t h e  b u d g e t ,  t h e  B o a r d  c o n t i n u a l l y  r e m a i n s  a w a r e  o f  t h e  
f i n a n c i a l  p i c t u r e .  I w o u l d  a l s o  l i k e  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  b i e n n i a l  r e n e w a l  cy c l e ,  r e v e n u e  m u s t  b e  
a v e r a g e d  o v e r  t h e  t w o  years. T h e  B o a r a  a s k s  f o r  b u d g e t a r y  
i n f o r m a t i o n  a n n u a l l y  in o r d e r  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  f e e  s t r u c t u r e  
a n d  w i l l  b e  d o i n g  so a g a i n  at  it ' s  n e x t  m e e t i n g .  T h e  B o a r d  
m e m b e r s  t h e m s e l v e s  s h o w  f i s c a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  b y  m e e t i n g  m o s t  
o f t e n  in A n c h o r a g e  w h i c h  is l e s s  e x p e n s i v e  a n d  b y  b o o k i n g  
t i c k e t s  in a d v a n c e  a n d  u s i n g  l o w e s t  a v a i l a b l e  a i r f a r e s .  In 
N o v e m b e r ,  1991, t h e  B o a r d  h o s t e d  a 5 0 t h  A n n i v e r s a r y  
C e l e b r a t i o n  of t h e  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  w h i c h  u s e d  n o  s t a t e  f u n d s  
bu t  g a i n e d  m u c h  g o o d  w i l l  a n d  p r o v i d e d  t w o  d a y s  o f  v a l u a b l e  
n u r s i n g  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n .
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T h e  B o a r d  m e m b e r s  c o n s i d e r  it a n  h o n o r  to  s e r v e  t h e  s t a t e  as 
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  N u r s i n g  Board. T h e y  g i v e  c o u n t l e s s  h o u r s  o f  
t h e i r  v o l u n t e e r  t i m e  t o  t h e  B o a r d  as t h e y  a r e  n o t  c o m p e n s a t e d  
e x c e p t  f o r  t r a v e l  a n d  f o r  p e r d i e m  w h e n  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e i r  h o m e  
c o m m u n i t y .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  m e e t i n g  times, B o a r d  
m e m b e r s  o f t e n  h a v e  a s s i g n m e n t s  b e t w e e n  m e e t i n g s  a n d  t h e y  m a y  
m e e t  w i t h  g r o u p s  of  n u r s e s  a n d / o r  c o n s u m e r s  in t h e i r  
c o m m u n i t i e s .  I m p o r t a n t l y ,  t h e  B o a r d  m e m b e r s  h a v e  r e m a i n e d  
n o n - p a r t i s a n  a n d  v i e w  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  i s s u e s  f r o m  a c o n s u m e r  
s a f e t y  v i e w p o i n t  w h i c h  is s o m e t h i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  
d o  n o t  a l w a y s  do.

I h o p e  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  c o n t r i b u  e t o  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of 
t h e  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g .  S h o u l d  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s ,  d o  n o t  
h e s i t a t e  t o  c o n t a c t  m e  a t  m y  o f f i c e  a t  2 5 7 - 1 5 5 5  o r  m y  h o m e  a t  
3 4 5 - 3 9 9 6  o r  c o n t a c t  G a i l  M c G u i l l ,  E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y  a t  t h e  
a b o v e  a d d r e s s .

1 4 1 5 n / d s

S i n c e r e l y ,

C jjtu J J k u a c f i -

G a i l  S t e w a r t  
C h a i r p e r s o n
A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g

cc: A n n  B o u d r e a u x ,  D i r e c t o r
O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g
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G a i l  S t e w a r t  
1 22 20  R a i n b o w  
A n c h o r a g e ,  AK 9 9 5 1 6

J a n u a r y  2 9 ,  1992

R e :  HB 165 S u n s e t  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g

On D e c e m b e r  3 1 ,  1991 I  s e n t  t o  y o u  t h e  o f f i c i a l  r e s p o n s e  f r o m  t h e  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g
t o  y o u r  r e q u e s t  f r o m  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  T _ s k  F o r c e  o n  B o a r d s  a n d  C o m m i s s i o n s .  I  w o u l d  l i k e
t o  g i v e  y o u  my p e r s o n a l  o p i n i o n  a l s o .

The  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  h a s  two m a i n  f u n c t i o n s :  1 .  To p r o t e c t  t h e  p u b l i c  an d
2 .  To o p e r a t e  i n  a  c o s t  e f f e c t i v e  m a n n e r .

To Protect the Public

E v e r y  l i c e n s e  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  r e v i e w e d  t w i c e  f o r  c o m p l e t e n e s s ,  r e f e r e n c e s ,  a n d  
a c c u r a c y .  The  E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y  g i v e s  much p e r s o n a l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  e a c h  a p p l i c a n t ,  
a s s u r i n g  e n o u g h  f l e x i b i l i t y  t o  g e t  t h e  p e r s o n  a  l i c e n s e  i f  a t  a l l  p o s s i b l e  w h i l e  
p r o t e c t i n g  p a t i e n t s  a n d  e m p l o y e r s  f r o m  f r a u d  o r  i n c o m p e t e n c e .

T h e  B o a r d  h a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  c h e m i c a l  d e p e n d e n c y  p r o g r a m  f o r  t h e  i m p a i r e d  n u r s e .
The  E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y  h a s  d o n e  a  t r e m e n d o u s  j o b  i n  e d u c a t i n g  e m p l o y e r s  a n d  e s t a b l i s h i n g  
t r u s t  w i t h  n u r s e s .  B o t h  e m p l o y e r s  a n d  i m p a i r e d  n u r s e s  c a l l  h e r  r e q u e s t i n g  a d v i c e  a n d  
a s s i s t a n c e .  The  B o a r d  h a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  M em orandum s o f  A g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  i m p a i r e d  n u r s e s .  
T h e s e  a r e  p u b l i c  r e c o r d  a n d  r e q u i r e  c l o s e  m o n i t o r i n g  o f  t h e  n u r s e  y e t  h a v e  s a v e d  t h e  
s t a t e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  d o l l a r s  i n  i n v s s t a g a t i o n s , a c c u s a t i o n s ,  a n d  h e a r i n g s .  O t h e r  B o a r d s  
do n o t  a g r e e  w i t h  o u r  p h i l o s p h y .  I  w o u l d  b e  s a d d e n e d  t o  s e e  s u c h  a  w o r t h w h i l e  p r o g r a m  
l o s t  i f  we w e r e  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  a n o t h e r  b o a r d .

The  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  h a s  t a k e n  a  p r o - a c t i v e  a p p r o a c h  i n  t r y i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  
p u b l i c  w i t h  c o m p e t e n t ,  k n o w l e d g e a b l e  n u r s e s .  We a u d i t  n u r s e s  f o r  c o n t i n u e d  c o m p e t e n c y  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  a n d  r e v i e w  n u r s e  p r a c t i t i o n e r s '  a d v a n c e  p r a c t i c e .  The  B o a r d  d o e s  n o t  w a i t  
f o r  c a l l s  o f  c o m p l a i n t  b u t  a c t i v e l y  a t t e m p t s  t o  m o n i t o r  t h e  n u r s e s .

Cost

H a s  t h e  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  o p e r a t e d  i n  a  c o s t  e f f e c t i v e  m a n n e r ?  I  b e l i e v e  we h a v e  
sh o w e d  f i s c a l  r e s t r a i n t  b y  h o l d i n g  m e e t i n g s  i n  A n c h o r a g e  w h i c h  h a s  c h e a p e r  a i r f a r e s ,  
s t a y i n g  o v e r  S a t u r d a y  n i g h t s  f o r  l o w e r  a i r f a r e s ,  a n d  u s i n g  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e s  when  
p o s s i b l e .  I n  t h e  p a s t  4 y e a r s ,  we h a v e  m e t  o u t s i d e  o f  A n c h o r a g e  t w i c e -  i n  F a i r b a n k s  
a n d  S o l d o t n a .  B o t h  m e e t i n g s w e r e  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  ( w h i c h  I  c o n s i d e r e d  a n  
h o n o r  t o  b e  r e q u e s t e d )  a n d  b o t h  w e r e  d o n e  d u r i n g  t h e  o f f  s e a s o n  f o r  l e s s  e x p e n s i v e  
r a t e s .  Two y e a r s  a g o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  came t o  u s  w i t h  d o l l a r  f i g u r e s  t h a t  s h o w e d  we w e r e  
s p e n d i n g  much m o r e  t h a n  we b r o u g h t  i n  w i t h  r e v e n u e .  The  B o a r d s  v o t e d  t o  r a i s e  l i c e n s e  
f e e s .
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Our  m e e t i n g s  h a v e  a n  o p e n  f o r u m  o n  e v e r y  a g e n d a .  T h i s  f o r u m  a l l o w s  a n y o n e  t o  
d i s c u s s  a n y  t o p i c  w i t h  t h e  B o a r d ,  w i t h o u t  a n  a p p o i n t m e n t ,  a n d  i n  a n  o p e n  m a n n e r .
I  f e e l  t h e  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  h a s  ma de  g e n u i n e  e f f o r t s  t o  r e a c h  o u t  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  a n d  
l i s t e n .  O u r  m e e t i n g s  a l w a y s  h a v e  c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s  a c t i v e l y  p a r t i c i p a t i n g .

I f  I  c o u l d  c h a n g e  a n y t h i n g ,  i t  w o u l d  b e  i n  i n c r e a s e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  p u b l i c  m e m b e r s  
on  t h e  b o a r d  t o  4 ,  r e q u i r e  o n e  s e a t  t o  b e  a  c u r r e n t l y  e m p l o y e d  s t a f f  RN i n  a  h o s p i t a l ,  
o n e  s e a t  t o  b e  a  n u r s e  e d u c a t o r ,  a n d  o n e  s c a t  f o r  a  n u r s e  i n  a d v a n c e d  p r a c t i c e .

Other functions of the Board

When UAA w a s  u n a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m s  t o  r u r a l  s i t e s  d u e  t o  b u d g e t  
c o n s t r a i n t s ,  t h e  B o a r d  c a r e f u l l y  a n d  c o m p l e t e l y  r e v i e w e d  t h e  E v e r e t t  C o l l e g e  
N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m  t o  b e  o f f e r e d  i n  K e t c h i k a n .  T h i s  a l l o w e d  L P N ' s  t o  u p g r a d e  t h e i r  
s k i l l s  t o  R N ' s  a n d  k e p t  n u r s e s  e m p l o y e d  i n  A l a s k a .  T h e  t i m e  t h i s  p r o j e c t  r e q u i r e d  
may n o t  h a v e  b e e n  p o s s i b l e  i f  we w e r e  t o  c o m b i n e  w i t h  a n o t h e r  B o a r d .

T he  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  i s  r e s p e c t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y .  B o a r d  m e m b e r s  
t r a v e l  t o  p r e s e n t  r e s e a r c h  t h e  B o a r d  h a s  d o n e ,  t o  e x p l a i n  how o u r  p r a c t i c e  a c t  w o r k s  
i n  p r o v i d i n g  a c c e s s  t o  c a r e  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s  a n d  f o r  t h e  u n d e r s e r v e d  a n d  u n d e r i n s u r e d .
F o r  e x a m p l e —  G a i l  M c G u i l l ,  E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y  i s  t h e  A r e a  I  D i r e c t o r  f o r  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  o f  S t a t e  B o a r d s  o f  N u r s i n g  a n d  w e n t  t o  W a s h i n g t o n  D . C .  t o  p r e s e n t  
f o r  t h e  AARP C o n s u m e r  A d v o c a c y  C e n t e r  a n d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R u r a l  H e a l t h  A s s o c i a t i o n ;
T i n a  D eL ap p  RN, EdD i s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  P r a c t i c e  a n d  E d u c a t i o n  c o m m i t t e e  f o r  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l ,  a n d  I  w e n t  t o  K a n s a s  C i t y  f o r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R u r a l  H e a l t h  A s s o c i a t i o n  
t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  A l a s k a  n u r s i n g  r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  how t h e y  p r o v i d e  a c c e s s  t o  
c a r e  i n  r u r a l  a r e a .  A t  a l l  o f  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  we a r e  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  
a n d  a t  no cost t o  t h e  s t a t e .  T h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  p a i d  o u r  a i r f a r e s  a n d  p e r  d i u m  f o r  
o u r  k n o w l e d g e .  T h i s  i s  s o m e t h i n g  i n  w h i c h  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  s h o u l d  t a k e  p r i d e .

P u b l i c  V iew

I f  i t  s o u n d s  l i k e  I  am b r a g g i n g  a b o u t  t h e  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  i t  i s  b e c a u s e  I  am 
p r o u d  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  i t s  n u r s i n g  p r a c t i c e  a c t ,  a n d  t h e  b o a r d .  My t e r m  e x p i r e s  
3 - 3 1 - 9 2  a n d  I  h a v e  c o n s i d e r e d  i t  a n  h o n o r  t o  s e r v e  t h i s  s t a t e .  I  n e v e r  h a d  t h e  
a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  B o a r d s  o f  N u r s i n g  u n t i l  I  s e r v e d  t h e s e  4 y e a r s .

I  a s k  y o u  t o  s e r i o u s l y  c o n s i d e r  w h a t  c o u l d  b e  l o s t  i f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  w a s  
c o m b i n e d  w i t h  a n o t h e r  b o a r d .  T h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  a u d i t  s a y s  we a r e  g o o d  e n o u g h  t o  go  
f o r  8 y e a r s  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  u s u a l  4 .  The  o m b u n d s m a n  o f f i c e  o n l y  h a d  1 c o m p l a i n t  i n  
4 y e a r s .  Somehow, we m u s t  b e  d o i n g  s o m e t h i n g  r i g h t .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  t i m e  i n  r e a d i n g  s u c h  I  l e n g t h y  l e t t e r .  I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  
q u e s t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  c a l l  me a t  w o r k  2 5 7 - 1 5 5 5  o r  home 3 4 5 - 3 9 9 6 .  I  
l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  m e e t i n g  y o u  F e b r u a r y  13 a n d  d i s c u s s  t h i s  a n d  o t h e r  i s s u e s .

S i n c e r e l y ,



< ifficc Phone: 694-4080

'Ss is the k c>'
1 - 2 9 - 9 2

b ills H B  165, SR 211

M e m b e r s  of the S e n a t e  L a b o r  and C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  State C a p i t o l
J u n eau, A l a s k a
9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

Dear Drue:

Th i s  is a le t t e r  to e n c o u r a g e  y o u  to vo t e  yes for the bills HB 165, and 
SR 211 to e n d o r s e  the B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  to h a v e  an i n d e p e n d e n t  board.

T he r e a s o n s  I feel this s h o u l d  be e n d o r s e d  are as follows:

- B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  h a s  p r o v e n  to p r o v i d e  safety 
for the p u b l i c  in r e g a r d s  to c a r i n g  for people 
in the S t a t e  of A l a s k a

- Is v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  that we h a v e  an i n d e p e n d e n t  
b o a r d  so they can f o l l o w  up on all the a p p l i c a n t s  
in r e g a r d s  to t h e i r  a p p l i c a t i o n s  to p r a c t i c e  
N u r s i n g  in the S t a t e  and al s o  for d i s c i p l i n e  a c t­
ion if n e c e s s a r y

- T h e r e  is no w a y  a S uper B oard c o uld r e q u l a t e  the 
four t h o u s a n d  plus n u r s e s  that are p r a c t i c i n g  in 
the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  and p r o v i d e  s a f e t y  for the 
co m m u n i  ties

I am the f i r s t  F a m i l y  N u r s e  P r a c t i t i o n e r  to set up an i n d e p e n d e n t  p r a c t i c e  
in the S t a t e  of A l a s k a .  The B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  was there for me and a l s o  the 
p u b l i c  w h e n  they had q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  my p r a c t i c e .  If the b o a r d s  are s u p p­
ose to be in a f f e c t  for the s a f e t y  of the p u b l i c  than I see no w a y  this 
c o u l d  be p o s s i b l e  w i t h  a S u p e r  Board.

I trust th a t  if c o n c e r n  is for the S tate you will e n d o r s e  the fact that the 
B oard of N u r s i n g  n e e d s  to be i n d e p e n d e n t  f r o m  any other board. I feel that 
they need to meet as o f t e n  as they have in the pa s t  years.

Any q u e s t i o n s  of c o n c e r n s  on my r e a s o n s  for you s u p p o r t i n g  b i lls HB 165, 
and SB 211 p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  my o f f i c e  at 694-4080.

S i n c e r e l y ,

L i l a  McEwen, F . N. P .

L M / j  s

c c :  G o v e r n o r  H i c k e l

CO



P.O. Box 1035 
Pa l m e r ,  AK 9 9 6 4 5 - 1 0 3 5  
J a n u a r y  29, 1992

S e n a t o r  D r u e  P e a r c e ,  C hair 
S e n a t e  L a b o r  and C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P e a r c e :

P l e a s e  o f f e r  your s u p p o r t  for the p a s s a g e  o f  H B  165 
<e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g )  out o f  c o m m i t t e e .

T h e  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  has p r o v i d e d  l e a d e r s h i p  f o r  the l a r g e s t  
g r o u p  of  v o t i n g  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  in A l a s k a .  T h e y  t a k e  a 
s t r o n g  p o s i t i o n  o n  s e l f - g o v e r n a n c e  w h i c h  w o u l d  b e  a g r e a t  
lo s s  to the q u a l i t y  o f  h e a l t h  c a r e  s e r v i c e s  s h o u l d  t h e  
n u r s i n g  b o a r d  be m e r g e d  wi t h  the b o a r d s  o f  o t h e r  d i s c i p l i n e s .

O n e  p a i d  s t a f f  m e m b e r  a c h i e v e s  a l a rge v o l u m e  o f  r e s u l t s ,  and 
h a s  the h i g h  r e s p e c t  of the n u r s i n g  c o m m u n i t y ,  not o n l y  for 
a d h e r e n c e  to q u a l i t y  s t a n d a r d s ,  b u t  for a t t e n t i v e n e s s  to 
p u b l i c  input- as well.

P l e a s e  r e t a i n  t h e  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g .

S i n c e r e l y ,

D o r i s  Lum, RN, C. ANP, MS



<r r<

A s s o c i a t i o n
237 East Third Avenue 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
(907) 274-0827

, . . a constituent of American Nurses' Association
F e b r u a r y  3, 1992

A l a s k a

N u r s e s

S e n a t o r  D r u e  P e a r c e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P.O. B o x  V  (MS 3100)
J u n eau, A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Pearce:

T h e  A l a s k a  N u r s e s  A s s o c i a t i o n  is v e r y  c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  H B  165, w h i c h  
w o u l d  e x t e n d  t h e  B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  for f o u r  years, w i l l  f a i l  t o  p a s s  
o u t  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  t h i s  s e s s i o n  a n d  r e s u l t  in t h e  d e m i s e  of  t h e  
Board. T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  w h i c h  r e p r e s e n t s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  n u r s e s  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  state, h a s  w h o l e h e a r t e d l y  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  
of t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  years, m o s t  r e c e n t l y  at 
t h e  1 9 9 1  C o n v e n t i o n  h e l d  in Sitka. W e  a r e  v e r y  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  
m a n y  r u m o r s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  B o a r d  a n d  t h e  f u t u r e  of p r o f e s s i o n a l  
n u r s i n g  in A l a s k a .  N u r s i n g  is an i m p o r t a n t  a n d  c o m p l e x  c o m p o n e n t  
of h e a l t h  care, and t h e  Board, t h r o u g h  its r e g u l a t o r y  f u n c t i o n s ,  
la y s  a s o u n d  b a s e  u p o n  w h i c h  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  b u i l d s  t h e  h i g h  g u a l i t y  
of  c a r e  c u r r e n t l y  d e l i v e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  state. T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  
h a s  g r a v e  c o n c e r n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  q u a l i t y  of c a r e  a n d  t h e  s a f e t y  of 
t h e  p u b l i c  s h o u l d  t h e  B o a r d  be t e r m i n a t e d  or c o m b i n e d  w i t h  a n o t h e r  
r e g u l a t o r y  board.

P l e a s e  let us k n o w  w h a t  t h e  L a b o r  & C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  p l a n s  to  do 
w i t h  H B  165. W e  w o u l d  be m o s t  h a p p y  to  s p e a k  in s u p p o r t  of t h e  
b i l l  s h o u l d  h e a r i n g s  be s c h e d u l e d .

MA, RN, C C R N

cc: S e n a t o r  V i r g i n i a  C o l l i n s

e n d :  1 9 9 1  R e s o l u t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g

S i n c e r e l y ,

P a t r i c i a  A. Hong, 
P r e s i d e n t



. . . a constituent of American Nunei' Association

u r s e s

237 East Third Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

(907) 274-0327

R e s o l u t i o n  No. 5

REGARDING ALASKA BOARD OF NURSING

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a  h a s  a S u n s e t  L a w  w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  
r o u t i n e  r e v i e w  o f  a l l  r e g u l a t o r y  B o a r d s  a n d  C o m m i s s i o n s  
a n d  t h e i r  t e r m i n a t i o n  if no l o n g e r  f u n c t i o n a l ,  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  h a s  e x i s t e d  s i n c e  1941 a n d  has
u n d e r g o n e  its t h i r d  s u c h  r e v i e w  in 1987, and

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  h a s  r e c e i v e d  a p o s i t i v e  r e v i e w
w i t h  a r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  f o r  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of the Board, 
a n d

W H E R E A S ,  the B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  h a s  r e c e i v e d  p u b l i c  p r a i s e  f o r
its h a r d  w o r k  a n d  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  a n d  h a s  b e e n  p r a i s e d  
as a m o d e l  for o t h e r  B o a r d s ,  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  h a s  s u c c e e d e d  in a c c o m p l i s h i n g
its o b j e c t i v e s  of r e g u l a t i n g  n u r s i n g  for t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  
of t h e  c o n s u m e r ,  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  c o n t i n u e s  t o  r e s p o n d  to the p r o f e s­
si o n  w i t h  h e l p f u l  a d v i c e  a n d  p o s i t i o n s  on  m a t t e r s  of 
p r a c t i c e ,

BE IT R E S O L V E D ,  t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  N u r s e s '  A s s o c i a t i o n  e x p r e s s e s

BE IT F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D ,  t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  N u r s e s '  A s s o c i a t i o n  
s u p p o r t s  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of t h e  B o a r d  of N u r s i n g .

S u b m i t t e d  by: B a r b a r a  M i l l e r

g r e a t  c o n f i d e n c e  in t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  a n d  
a p p r e c i a t i o n  for its a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  for t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  
of n u r s i n g ,  and

C o p y  to: G o v e r n o r  H i c k e l ;  A l l  L e g i s l a t o r s ;  S t a t e  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g
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Februa ry  6 , 1 9 9 2

Senator Pearce 
Alaska Sta te Legislature 
PO Box V (MS 3100) 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dedr Senator Pearce,

I am writing to express my concern about HB 165 which renews the Alaska 
Board of Nursing for four years. If the bill is not approved, the Board will cease to 
exist with some distressing consequences.

Should there be no Board of Nursing, who would regulate the practice of 
nursing? Who would protect the public from incompetent or impaired nurses?
Who would approve or deny approval to nursing schools in the state? Who will 
examine and licence applicants to practice nursing? Who would review licences, 
grant temporary licences, and provide for inactive status? Who will regulate 
specialty practice? And who will discipline those who violate the nurse practice 
act?

As a registered nurse I urge you to support HB 165 and vote for full renewal 
for the Board of Nursing. As one of approximately 5,000 RN's in the state, I know 
how effective the board has been in implementing the Alaska Nurse Practice Act. 
The regulations written and approved by the board are well respected and 
emulated throughout the country.

Your vote in granting the Board of Nursing full renewal allows the nursing 
community to continue to deliver safe, quality health care to all Alaskans.

Sincerely,

Cris Waste RN
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February 6 , 1992

Senator Pearce 
P .O . Box V  
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Pearce,
I  am writing regarding HB 165, pertaining to the existence and functioning o f  the Board o f 
Nursing. As both a registered nurse and a member o f  the public, I  am concerned about 
decisions that may be made pertaining to the Board o f  Nursing, and their consequent impact on 
the delivery o f  healthcare in Alaska.
The Board o f  Nursing fu lfills  a number o f  functions which, i f  compromised, could have serious 
consequences. A few are as follows:

1. The UA  A School o f Nursing requires Board approval in orde * graduate nurses 
to be licensed. Without a Board o f  Nursing who would fu lfi ll this function? 
Would this service be contracted out? I f  so, at what cost? Or, i f  a combined 
Board was formed, how could non-nursing professionals acceptably fu lfi ll this 
role?

2. The Board presently has an active program fo r dealing with drug impaired nurses, 
providing disciplinary measures, monitoring, and support. Its aim is to both 
protect the public and return as many nurses to safe practice as possible. What 
w ill happen to this program?

3. Healthcare is one o f the fastest growing and complex industries today, (t is 
obviously one o f the top priorities on both the nationai and state level. Nursing 
is an independent profession with its own knowledge base that is continuously 
expanding with ever increasing technological developments. This requires timely 
and astute decision making pertaining to scope o f  practice issues and development 
o f  standards o f  care. Such standards and statements require professional acumen 
that would not be possible to expect from a Board comprised o f  non-nursing 
professionals. We are in a time o f  rapid change. Healthcare institutions and 
individual professionals look to the Board o f  Nursing fo r interpretive statements. 
I f  the Board is allowed to sunset, or i f  a combined Board is formed, there w ill 
not be a vehicle available to meet those i. eds.
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4. The Board deals with issues o f  professional competence. I have personally work 
with z. nurse whose competency was indeed suspect. The Board o f  Nursing 
successfully investigated the matter and revoked this individual’ s license. Without 
a Board o f Nursing who w ill deal with such critical issues? What protection w ill 
you o ffe r the public?

The Board o f  Nursing represents over 5009 licensed nurses in the State o f  Alaska, practicing in 
multifarious fields o f  healthcare. We need our own Board, comprised o f  nursing professionals 
with the expertise to meet today’ s and tomorrow ’ s demands. In an effort to practice cost 
containment, do not make the mistake o f  instituting changes such as elimination o f  a professional 
board, incurring hidden and sometimes unknown costs as a consequence. It has been said that 
"Profits, like sausages, are often esteemed most by those who do not know what goes into 
them." The same can also be said o f  cost containment measures. I urge you to see that HB 165 
is passed out o f  the Labor and Commerce Committee as soon as possible.
Sincerely,

Linda Giarinino
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S e n a t o r  D r u e  P e a r c e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
PO B o x  V (MS 3100)
J u n eau, A l a s k a  99811

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Pearce;

A s  y o u  are aware, the G o v e r n o r  h a s  a p p o i n t e d  a t a s k  f o r c e  to 
e v a l u a t e  all B o a r d s  a n d  C o m m i s s i o n s .  A s  a result, HB 165, w h i c h  
r e n e w s  the A l a s k a  B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  for fo u r  years, r e m a i n s  in y o u r  
L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e .  If H B  16 5 is not a p p r o v e d ,  the B o a r d  
of N u r s i n g  w i l l  c e a s e  to exist.

As a R e g i s t e r e d  Nurse, I u r g e  y o u  to s u p p o r t  HB 165, a n d  v o t e  for 
full r e n e w a l  for the B o a r d  of N u r s i n g .  As o n e  of a p p r o x i m a t e l y
5,000 RNs in the state, I k n o w  h o w  e f f e c t i v e  the b o a r d  has b e e n  m  
i m p l e m e n t i n g  the A l a s k a  N u r s e  P r a c t i c e  Act. The r e g u l a t i o n s
w r i t t e n  a n d  a p p r o v e d  by t h e  B o a r d  are w e l l  r e s p e c t e d  and e m u l a t e d
t h r o u h g o u t  the country.

T h e  B o a r d  has a m a j o r  r o l e  in p r o t e c t i n g  the p u b l i c  f r o m  r e c e i v i n g  
c a r e  f r o m  u n q u a l i f i e d  or i m p a i r e d  nurses. The p r e s e n t  s t r u c t u r e  
a l l o w s  for rapid, u n b i a s e d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and fair d i s c i p l i n a r y  
action. A b o a r d  w i t h  le s s  e q u i t a b l e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  from the full 
r a n g e  of n u r s i n g  p r a c t i c e  ( a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  n u r s e  
p r a c t i t i o n e r ,  s t aff RN, s t a f f  LPN, a n d  a p u b l i c  m e m b e r )  w o u l d  be 
s l o w e r  to r e s p o n d  to c o m p l a i n t s  f r o m  the p u b l i c ,  as c o n s u l t a t i o n
f r o m  o u t s i d e  e x p e r t s  w o u l d  h a v e  to be obtained.

Y o u r  v o t e  a n d  s u p p o r t  m  g r a n t i n g  the B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  full r e n e w a l  
a l l o w s  the n u r s i n g  c o m m u n i t y  to c o n t i n u e  to d e l i v e r  safe, q u a l i t y  
h e a l t h  c a r e  to all A l a s k a n s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

F e b r u a r y  6 ,  1 9 9 2
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S e n a t o r  Dr u e  P e a r c e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
PO B o x  V (MS 3100)
J u n eau, A l a s k a  99811

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Pearce;

As y o u  are aware, the G o v e r n o r  has a p p o i n t e d  a t a s k  f o r c e  to 
e v a l u a t e  all B o a r d s  a n d  C o m m i s s i o n s .  A s  a r e s ult, H B  165, w h i c h  
r e n e w s  the A l a s k a  B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  for f o u r  years, r e m a i n s  in y o u r  
L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e .  If H B  165 is n o t  a p p r o v e d ,  t h e  B o a r d  
of N u r s i n g  w i l l  c e a s e  to exist.

As a R e g i s t e r e d  Nurse, I u r g e  y o u  to s u p p o r t  HB 165, a n d  v o t e  for 
full r e n e w a l  for the B o a r d  of N ursing. As one of a p p r o x i m a t e l y
5,000 RNs in the state, I k n o w  h o w  e f f e c t i v e  the b o a r d  has b e e n  in 
i m p l e m e n t i n g  the A l a s k a  N u r s e  P r a c t i c e  Act. The r e g u l a t i o n s  
w r i t t e n  a n d  a p p r o v e d  by the B o a r d  are w e l l  r e s p e c t e d  a n d  e m u l a t e d  
t h r o u h g o u t  the c o untry.

The B o a r d  has a m a j o r  r o l e  in p r o t e c t i n g  the p u b l i c  f r o m  r e c e i v i n g  
c a r e  f r o m  u n q u a l i f i e d  or i m p a i r e d  nurses. The p r e s e n t  s t r u c t u r e  
a l l o w s  for rapid, u n b i a s e d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  f a i r  d i s c i p l i n a r y  
a ction. A  b o a r d  w i t h  le s s  e q u i t a b l e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  full 
r a n g e  of n u r s i n g  p r a c t i c e  ( a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  n u r s e  
p r a c t i t i o n e r ,  s t a f f  RN, s t a f f  LPN, and a p u b l i c  m e m b e r )  w o u l d  be 
s l o w e r  to r e s p o n d  to c o m p l a i n t s  f r o m  the p u b l i c ,  as c o n s u l t a t i o n  
fr o m  o u t s i d e  e x p e r t s  w o u l d  h a v e  to be o b t a i n e d .

Y o u r  v o t e  a n d  s u p p o r t  in g r a n t i n g  the B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  full r e n e w a l  
a l l o w s  the n u r s i n g  c o m m u n i t y  to c o n t i n u e  to d e l i v e r  safe, q u a l i t y  
h e a l t h  care to all A l a s k a n s .

Sin c e r e l y ,

F e b r u a r y  6 ,  1 9 9 2
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F e b r u a r y  6 ,  1 9 9 2
S e n a t o r  D r u e  P e a r c e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
PO B o x  V  (MS 3100)
June a u ,  A l a s k a  99811

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Pearce;

As y o u  are aware, the G o v e r n o r  h a s  a p p o i n t e d  a t a s k  f o r c e  to 
e v a l u a t e  all B o a r d s  a n d  C o m m i s s i o n s .  As  a r e s ult, HB 165, w h i c h  
r e n e w s  the A l a s k a  B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  for f o u r  years, r e m a i n s  in yo u r  
L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e .  If HB 165 is n o t  a p p r o v e d ,  the B o a r d  
of N u r s i n g  w i l l  c e a s e  to exist.

As a R e g i s t e r e d  Nurse, I u r g e  y o u  to s u p p o r t  HB  165, a n d  v o t e  for 
full r e n e w a l  for the B o a r d  of N u r s i n g .  As o n e  of a p p r o x i m a t e l y
5,000 RNs in t h e  state, I k n o w  h o w  e f f e c t i v e  the b o a r d  h a s  b e e n  m  
i m p l e m e n t i n g  the A l a s k a  N u r s e  P r a c t i c e  Act. T h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  
w r i t t e n  a n d  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d  a r e  w e l l  r e s p e c t e d  a n d  e m u l a t e d  
t h r o u h g o u t  the co u n t r y .

The B o a r d  has a m a j o r  r o l e  in p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  f r o m  r e c e i v i n g  
c a r e  f r o m  u n q u a l i f i e d  o r  i m p a i r e d  nurses. The p r e s e n t  s t r u c t u r e  
a l l o w s  for rapid, u n b i a s e d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  f a i r  d i s c i p l i n a r y  
a c t i o n  A b o a r d  w i t h  le s s  e q u i t a b l e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  f r o m  the full 
r a n g e  of n u r s i n g  p r a c t i c e  ( a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  n u r s e  
p r a c t i t i o n e r ,  s t a f f  RN, s t a f f  LPN, a n d  a p u b l i c  m e m b e r )  w o u l d  be 
s l o w e r  to r e s p o n d  to c o m p l a i n t s  f r o m  the public, as c o n s u l t a t i o n  
f r o m  o u t s i d e  e x p e r t s  w o u l d  h a v e  to be obtai n e d .

Y o u r  v o t e  a n d  s u p p o r t  m  g r a n t i n g  the B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  f u l l  r e n e w a l  
a l l o w s  the n u r s i n g  c o m m u n i t y  to c o n t i n u e  to d e l i v e r  safe, q u a l i t y  
h e a l t h  c a r e  to all A l a s k a n s .

S i n c e r e l y ,
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F e b r u a r y  7 ,  1 9 9 2

M a r g a r e t  M c N a u g h t o n ,  A . N . P .
1 2 7 0 0  L u p i n e  R o a d  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 1 6

S e n a t o r  D r u e  P e a r c e
S e n a t e  L a b o r  & C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e
S t a t e  C a p i t o l
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 3 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P e a r c e :

M y  p u r p o s e  in w r i t i n g  is t o  r e q u e s t  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  HB165, 
w h i c h  s e r v e s  t o  e x t e n d  t h e  B o a r d  of  N u r s i n g .  A s  a r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e  
a n d  A d v a n c e d  N u r s e  P r a c t i t i o n e r  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  it is e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  
t h e  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  c o n t i n u e ,  a n d  c o n t i n u e  as a b o a r d  s e p e r a t e  
f r o m  o t h e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  boar d s .

N u r s i n g  is a u n i q u e  h e a l t h  c a r e  s c i e n c e .  N u r s e s  a r e  h i g h l y  
s k i l l e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  w h o  h a v e  l o n g  d e m o n s t r a t e d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for 
t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a c t i o n s .  I t  is i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  n u r s e s  c o n t i n u e  
t o  b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  n u r s i n g  p r o f e s s i o n  w i t h i n  
A l a s k a .  C o n t i n u a t i o n  of t h e  B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  w i l l  a l l o w  m y s e l f  a n d  
o t h e r  d e d i c a t e d  n u r s e s  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  w o r k  a n d  g r o w  w i t h i n  our 
p r o f e s s i o n  a n d  w i l l  a l l o w  A l a s k a n s  to  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e n e f i t  f r o m  the 
h i g h  q u a l i t y  of n u r s i n g  c a r e  a v a i l a b l e  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e  of A l a s k a .

I s i n c e r e l y  h o p e  t h a t  y o u  s h a r e  m y  c o n c e r n  t h a t  t h e  B o a r d  of 
N u r s i n g  be  e x t e n d e d  a n d  w i l l  w o r k  for p a s s a g e  of HB 1 6 5 .

M a r g a r e t  M c N a u g h t o n ,  MS, RN, C, A N P  
Cert:.fied F a m i l y  N u r s e  P r a c t i t i o n e r



FEB 1 : 1992
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

During Session 
State Capitol 

Juneau, A laska 99801-1182 
(907 ) 465-2828

During Interim 
1111C  Street, Suite 540 

Anchorage, A laska 99503 
(907 )561 -2040

S e n a t o r  V i r g i n i a  C o l l i n s

To: Senator Drue Pearce
Senate Labor and Commerce Chair

From: Senator Virginia Co!

Sub ject : Alaska Board of Nursing

Date: F eb ru a ry  1 0 , 1 9 9 2

The Alaska Board of Nursing provides a valuable service to Alaskans. 
This board protects Alaskans and has proven to be strong and effective. 
Only a supervisory board composed of nurses can understand the probiems 
and needs of nurses. This board should continue to have control over the 
education, licensure and discipline of nurses and advanced nurse 
practitioners.

I respectfully ask that you schedule a hearing for HB 165 in Senate 
Labor and Commerce at your earliest convenience. I am available io 
discuss this board. Thank you for your consideration.



February 6, 1992 fEB 1 01992

Senator Collins 
P .O . Box V 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Collins,
I am writing regarding HB 165. pertaining to the existence and functioning o f  the Board o f 
Nursing. As both a registered nurse and a member o f the public, I am concerned about 
decisions that may be made pertaining to the Board o f  Nursing, and their consequent impact on 
the delivery o f  healthcare in Alaska.
The Board o f  Nursing fu lfills  a number o f  functions which, i f  compromised, could have serious 
consequences. A few are as follows:

1. The UAA School o f  Nursing requires Board approval in order fo r graduate nurses 
to be licensed. Without a Board o f Nursing who would fu lfi ll this function? 
Would this service be contracted out? I f  so, at what cost? O r, i f  a combined 
Board was formed, how could non-nursing professionals acceptably fu lfi ll this 
role?

2. The Board presently has an active program fo r dealing with drug impaired nurses, 
providing disciplinary measures, monitoring, and support. Its aim is to both 
protect the public and return as many nurses to safe practice as possible. What 
w ill happen to this program?

3. Healthcare is one o f the fastest growing and complex industries today. It is 
obviously one o f the top priorities on both the national and state level. Nursing 
is an independent profession with its own knowledge base that is continuously 
expanding with ever increasing technological developments. This requires timely 
and astute decision making pertaining to scope o f  practice issues and development 
o f  standards o f  care. Such standards and statements require professional acumen 
that would not be possible to expect from a Board comprised o f non-nursing 
professionals. We are in a time o f rapid change. Healthcare institutions and 
individual professionals look to the Board o f Nursing for interpretive statements. 
I f  the Board is allowed to sunset, or i f  a combined Board is formed, there will 
not be a vehicle available to meet those needs.



4. The Board deals with issues o f  professional competence. I have personally work 
with a nurse whose competency was indeed suspect. The Board o f Nursing 
successfully investigated the matter and revoked this individual’ s license. Without 
a Board o f  Nursing who w ill deal with such critical issues? What protection will 
you o ffe r the public?

The Board o f Nursing represents over 5000 licensed nurses in the State o f Alaska, practicing in 
multifarious fields o f  healthcare. We need our own Board, comprised o f  nursing professionals 
with the expertise to meet today’ s and tomorrow ’ s demands. In an effo rt to practice cost 
containment, do not make the mistake o f instituting changes such as elimination o f a professional 
board, incurring hidden and sometimes unknown costs as a consequence. It has been said that 
"Profits, like sausages, are often esteemed most by those who do not know what goes into 
them." The same can also be said o f  cost containment measures. I  urge you to see that HB 165 
is passed out o f  the Labor and Commerce Committee as soon as possible.
Sincerely,

Linda Giannino



S e n a t e  L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  
Mr. D r u e  P e a r c e , C h m .
S t a t e  of A l a s k a
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  Mr. P e a rce:

M a y  I i n t r o d u c e  m y s e l f  in o r d e r  to p u t  m y  c o m m e n t s  in p e r s p e c t i v e ?  
B y  p r o f e s s i o n  I h a v e  b e e n  a R e g i s t e r e d  N u r s e  s i n c e  1 9 6 0  a n d  a n  
A d v a n c e d  N u r s e  P r a c t i t i o n e r  s i n c e  1976. I h a v e  l i v e d  in A l a s k a  
s i n c e  19 6 7  a n d  h a v e  b e e n  e m p l o y e d  as  a I t i n e r a n t  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  
N u r s e ,  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  N u r s e  C o o r d i n a t o r ,  a n d  N u r s e  P r a c t i t i o n e r .

Re: H B  16 r e  e x t e n s i o n  of t h e  B o a r d  of N u r s i n g .  It is m y
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  a p r o p o s a l  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  t o  c o m b i n e  t h e  B o a r d s  
f o r  M e d i c i n e ,  D e n i s t r y ,  a n d  N u r s i n g .  W h i l e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y  it 
w o u l d  a p p e a r  t o  b e  a g r e a t  idea, in r e a l i t y  it w o u l d  r e s u l t  in 
c h a o s .  P h i l o s o p h i c a l l y ,  as w e l l  a s  t e c h n i c a l l y ,  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  
p r o f e s s i o n s  represent;, v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  d i s c i p l i n e s  a n d  in d a y  t o  d a y  
p r a c t i c e  a r e  n o t  a l w a y s  in h a r m o n y  w i t h  e a c h  ot h e r .  A s  a n u r s e  
w i t h  s o m e  " m e d i c a l  t y p e  e x p e r i e n c e s " ,  I w o u l d  f i n d  it v e r y  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  p r e s u m e  I c o u l d  d i r e c t  d o c t o r s  a n d  d e n t i s t s  in t h e i r  
f i e l d s .  N e i t h e r  d o  I feel t h e y  are q u a l i f i e d  t o  d e f i n e  a n d  d i r e c t  
n u r s i n g  p r a c t i c e .

A s  a n  e x a m p l e  of t h i s  lack of u n d e r s t a n d i n g  c o n s i d e r  t h e  
r e s p o n s e  of t h e  A m e r i c a n  M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
s h o r t a g e  of n u r ses. T h e i r  s o l u t i o n  w a s  t o  c r e a t e  a n e w  p e r s o n  w h o  
w o u l d  be c a l l e d  a t e c h n i c i a n ,  d o  t a s k s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  o f  a n u r s e s  
a i d e  a n d / o r  L i c e n s e d  P r a c t i c a l  Nurse, a n d  be  t r a i n e d  a n d  c o n t r o l l e d  
b y  t h e  p h y s c i a n s  w h o  t h e n  w o u l d  e x p e c t  n u r s e s  t o  p r o v i d e  o n  t h e  j o b  
s u p e r v i s i o n ,  etc. It w o u l d  s e e m  f a r  s i m p l e r  a n d  m o r e  l o g i c a l  t o  
p u t  e n e r g y  i n t o  m a k i n g  n u r s i n g  a m o r e  a t t r a c t i v e  p r o f e s s i o n  b y  
p r o m o t i n g  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  s a l a r y  b e n e f i t s .

In A l a s k a  n u r s i n g  is w e l l  r e p r e s e n t e d :  o v e r  4 0 0 0  h o l d  
l i c e n s e s .  T h a t  a d d s  u p  a l s o  t o  o v e r  $ 4 0 0 , 0 0 0  p a i d  t o  t h e  
S t a t e  f o r  r e l a t e d  fees. Of t h a t  the S t a t e  p r o v i d e s  o n l y  o n e  p a i d  
s t a f f  m e m b e r .  As  a t a x p a y e r  t h a t  a p p e a r s  t o  m e  t o  b e  a g o o d  r e t u r n  
o n  a s m a l l  i n v e s t m e n t .

S u m m a r i z i n g :  T h e  B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  n e e d s  t o  r e m a i n  in o r d e r  t o  
c o n t i n u e  t h e  j o b  t h e y  h a v e  d o n e  w e l l  at r e l a t i v e l y  m i n o r  e x p e n s e .  
E a c h  of t h e  H e a l t h  P r o f e s s i o n s  B o a r d s  n e e d s  to  b e  e n a b l e d  t o  f o c u s  
o n  t h e  u n i q u e  n e e d s  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n  a n d  
n o t  d i l u t e  t h e i r  t a l e n t s  by a s k i n g  t h e m  to t a k e  o n  a n o t h e r ' s  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  A s  t h e  s a y i n g  goes, If it a i n ' t  b r o k e  d o n ' t  f i x  
it. T h e  B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  is s t r o n g  a n d  h e a l t h y ;  d o n ' t  b r e a k  it.
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Senator Drue Pearce 
Alaska State Legislature 
P.O. Box V(MS 3100)
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Pearce:

As you are aware, the Governor has appointed a task force to evaluate all Boards 
and Commissions. As a result, FIB 165, which renews the Alaska Board of Nursing 
for four years, remains in the Labor & Commerce Committee. If HB 165 is not 
approved, the Board will cease to exist.

As a registered nurse, I urge you to support HB 165, and vote for full renewal for 
the Board of Nursing. As one of approximately 5,000 RN’s in the state, I know how 
effective the board has been in implementing the Alaska Nurse Practice Act. The 
regulations written and approved by the Board are well respected and emulated 
throughout the country.

The Board has a major role in protecting the public from receiving care from 
unqualified or impaired nurses. The present structure allows for rapid, unbiased 
investigation and fair disciplinary' action. A board with less equitable representation 
from the full range of nursing practice would be slower to respond to complaints 
from the public, as consultation from outside experts would have to be obtained.

Your vote in granting the Board of Nursing full renewal allows the nursing 
community to continue to deliver safe, quality health care to all Alaskans.

February 10, 1992

Sincerely,

Laura R. Gregovich 
P.O. Box 20281 
Juneau, Alaska 99S02



M a r y  A n n e  W i l s o n ,  RN, A N P  
P O  B o x  364
K i n g  S a l m o n ,  A K  9 9613

FEB 1  4  jgg2

D r u e  P e a r c e ,  C h a i r
S e n a t e  L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P O  B o x  V  (MS 3100)
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

F e b r u a r y  12, 1992

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P e a r c e ;

As  y o u  a r e  aware, t h e  G o v e r n o r  has a p p o i n t e d  a t a s k  f o r c e  to 
e v a l u a t e  all B o a r d s  a n d  C o m m i s s i o n s .  As a r e s ult, H B  165, w h i c h
r e n e w s  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  of  N u r s i n g  for f o u r  y e a r s ,  r e m a i n s  in the
L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  Committee"! It H B  165 is not a p p r o v e d ,  t h e  
B o a r d  w i l l  c e a s e  to exist.

As a r e g i s t e r e d  nurse, I u r g e  y o u  to s u p p o r t  H B  165 a n d  v o t e  
for full r e n e w a l  for t h e  B o a r d  of N u r s i n g .  As o n e  of 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  5 , 0 0 0  R N ' s  in t h e  state, I k n o w  h o w  e f f e c t i v e  t h e  
b o a r d  h a s  b e e n  in i m p l e m e n t i n g  t h e  A l a s k a  N u r s e  P r a c t i c e  Act.
T h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  w r i t t e n  a n d  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d  a r e  w e l l  
r e s p e c t e d  a n d  e m u l a t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  the co u n t r y .

T h e  B o a r d  a p p r o v e s  s c h o o l s  of n u r s i n g  in A l a s k a ,  e x a m i n e s  
all a p p l i c a n t s  for n u r s i n g  l i c e n s e s  and a d v a n c e d  n u r s e  
p r a c t i t i o n e r  l i c e n s e s ,  r e g u l a t e s  s p e c i a l t i e s  of n u r s i n g ,  a n d  
b r i n g s  d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h o s e  w h o  v i o l a t e  the p r a c t i c e  

a c t .
T h e  B o a r d  has a m a j o r  r o l e  in p r o t e c t i n g  the p u b l i c  f r o m  

r e c e i v i n g  c a r e  f r o m  u n q u a l i f i e d  o r  i m p a i r e d  n u r ses. T h e  p r e s e n t  
s t r u c t u r e  a l l o w s  for rapid, u n b i a s e d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  fair 
d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n .  A  b o a r d  w i t h  less e q u i t a b l e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  
f r o m  t h e  full r a n g e  of n u r s i n g  p r a c t i c e  w o u l d  be s l o w e r  to 
r e s p o n d  to c o m p l a i n t s  f r o m  t h e  p u b l i c ,  as a c o n s u l t a t i o n  f r o m  
o u t s i d e  e x p e r t s  w o u l d  h a v e  to b e  o b t a i n e d .

T h e  p u b l i c  is f u l l y  aware, u p o n  i n quiry, a b o u t  t h e  s t a t u s  of
t h e  b o a r d ' s  m e m o r a n d u m s  of a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  " i m p a i r e d
p r a c t i t i o n e r s , "  u n l i k e  o t h e r  b o a r d s  w h o  c h o o s e  to k e e p  the 
i m p a i r e d  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  a n o n y m o u s .

A c k n o w l e d g i n g  b u d g e t a r y  c o n s t r a i n t s ,  n u r s e s  c o n t r i b u t e  o v e r  
$ 4 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  to t h e  s t a t e  in l i c e n s i n g  fees w i t h  o n l y  o n e  p a i d  
s t a f f .

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  an i n d e p e n d e n t  a u d i t  g a v e  the B o a r d  an 
o u t s t a n d i n g  e v a l u a t i o n  a n d  r e c o m m e n d e d  an e i g h t  y e a r  c o n t i n u a t i o n  
i n s t e a d  of f o u r  years.

Y o u r  v o t e  in g r a n t i n g  the B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  full r e n e w a l  
a l l o w s  t h e  n u r s i n g  c o m m u n i t y  to c o n t i n u e  to d e l i v e r  safe, q u a l i t y
h e a l t h  c a r e  t o  all A l a s k a n s .

C  i  n p o r o l  \ r

M a r y  A n n e  W i l s o n ,  RN 
A d v a n c e d  N u r s e  P r a c t i t i o n e r

c c :  G o v e r n o r  H i c k e l



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR PEARCE

SflARON WTTAL i .
T ITLE :

ADDRESS: PO BOX 20063
C ITY : JUNEAU, AK. Z IP : 99802
PHONE: N /R - 

B ILL NO: HB 165 
SUBJECT: BOARDS
MESSAGE: I  DO NOT SUPPORT A JNT. BOARD OF MEDICINE, DENTISTRY ^JlURSING .'PLEASE 
SUPPORT HB 165 AND CONTACT ME IF YOU WANT FURTHER INFORMATION.

POMID: 00100514 
DATE: 9 2 /0 2 /1 3  
TIME: 1 0 :0 5 :1 4  

LICNAME: JUNEAU LIO

COPIES: SENATORS

COLLINS
HALFORD
KERTTULA
CRAFT

PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR PEARCE

NAME: BETSEY BURDOTT 
T ITLE : /

ADDRESS: BOX 9143
C ITY : KETCHIKAN, AK /  Z IP : 99901
PHONE: 225-8329 

B ILL NO: SB 16 /
SUBJECT: EDUCATION EMPLOYEE COLLECTIVE BARGAINING
MESSAGE: THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING sfe 16 AND FOR ALL YOUR HARD WORK/

POMID: 03184923 
DATE: 9 2 /0 2 /1 3  
TIME: 1 8 :4 9 :2 3  

LIONAME: KETCHIKAN LIO

COPIES: SENATOPS

COLLINS
GOTTEN
DUNCAN
ELIASON
FISCHER
FRANK
HALFORD
JONES
KERTTULA
MENARD
POURCHOT
ROOEY
SHULTZ
STURGULEWSKI
HOFFMAN
ZHAROFF



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR PEARCE

T ITLE : A .N .P .
ADDRESS: P.O . BOX 22323

C ITY : JUNEAU Z IP : 99802
FHCNE: N /R - 

B IL L NO: HB 165
SUBJtC,;:i EXTEND. /BOARD' OP NURSING
M E ^ c V : I  AM A CERTIFIED NURSE MID-WIFE AND REGISTERED NURSE. I  SUPPORT HB 165 
AND WS’JLD LIKE IT  MOVED OUT THE THE SENATE LABOR AND COMMERCE COMMITTEE. I  DO 
NOT SUPPORT A JOINT BOARD OF MEDICINE, OENISTRY AND NURSING. THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
SUPPORT.

POMID:
DATE:
TIME:

LIONAME:

00095909 
9 2 /0 2 /1 3  09:59:04 
JUNEAU LIO

COPIES! REPRESENTATIVES SEN4TOPS

HANLEY 
LARSON 
G .PH ILLIPS

ADAMS
COLLINS
HALFCRD
KERTTULA
CRAFT

DEAR: SENATOR PEARCE

PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

NAME: DAPHNE HQFSCHULTE 
T ITLE :

ADDRESS: PO
C ITY : NORIK POLE 
FHONE: 4SB-2251 

B IL L NO: 16
SU3JECT: / EDUCATION EMPLOYEE COLLECTIVE BARGAINING
MESSAGE-1:' THANK YCU FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF SB 16. EVERYONE'BENEFITS FROM AN 
EFFICIENT AND REASONABLE PROCESS. WE APPRECIATE YOUR HELP IN  MAINTAINING PERA. 
THANK YOU

POMID: 07101428 
DATE: 9 2 /0 2 /1 3
time: 1 0 : 1 4 : 2s

ICNAME: FAIRBANKS LIO

COPIES: senators

COLLINS 
COTTEN 
DUNCAN 
CRAFT 
FISCHER 
FRANK 
HALFORD 
JONES 
KERTTULA 
MENARD 
POURCHOT 
RODEY 
SHULTZ
STURGUI.EWSKI 

.. UEHLING 
/  ZHAROFF 

ELIASON



F e b r u a r y  1 8 ,  1992

D e a r G o v e r n o r  H i c k e l  a n d  E s te e m e d  L e g i s l a t o r s :

I am a Registered Nurse in Alaska and have worked at Bartlett 
Memorial Hospital for more than six years. I have always' been 
proud to be a nurse and was therefore greatly concerned to hear 
that the Aluska State Board of Nursing will "sunset" if you do not 
pass legislation by 30 June 1992 to renew it. I urge you to renew 
this most important Board for the nurses of this state.

I know you have received a large volume of mail on this issue 
and bave heard the multitudes of reasons for renewing it. There are 
more than 5000 nurses in this state and we depend on the Board of 
Nursing to; maintain professional peer review; the Impaired Nurses 
Program; certification of state nursing school curriculum; and 
recommending regulations and standards for nursing practice in this 
s t a t e .

The Board of Nursing should not be combined with other Boards, 
as has been proposed, as we have unique needs, and those needs will 
not be met to my satisfaction by combining those Boards to save a few 
dollars. Health care is an important issue to all Alaskans, and the 
maintaining of high quality nursing care is vitally important to all 
nurses in this state.

The State Board of Nursing plays a fundamental role in 
maintaining the high quality of nursing in this state. I urge you 
to renew this board.

Sincerely

Judith A. Cavanaugh 
510 3rd Street 
Juneau, AK. 99801
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8 3 2 1  C oun te rpane  Lane 
Jun eau , A laska  9 9 8 0 1  
11 Feb ruary 1 9 9 2

Sena to r Pearce 
A laska S ta te  Legisla tu re 
P .O . Box V (M S 3 1 0 0 )
Juneau , A laska 9 9 8 1 1
Dear S en a to r P ea rce ,

As you  are aw are  the G ove rn o r has appoin ted  a ta sk  fo rc e  to  eva lu a te  all 
boards and com m iss ion s . As a resu lt HB 1 6 5 , which renew s the  A laska Board  o f  
Nursing fo r  fo u r y e a rs , rem ains in the Labo r and C om m erce  C om m ittee . If HB 1 6 5  
is not app roved , the  board w ill cease  to  ex is t. Th is m ay no t a t firs t g lance appear 
to  have sign ifican t im plications if the fun c tion s  o f  the  Board  o f  Nursing are no t w ell 
know n to  y ou . Bas ica lly  the Board o f  Nursing se ts  the  s tanda rd s  from  which we 
practice . They w rite and im plem ent the ru les and regu la tion s o f  th e  Nurse P ractice 
Act, w hich is a law  defin ing and regu lating h ow  w e p ractice nursing . This p ro tec ts  
the public by making nurses accoun tab le  fo r  the ir nursing p rac tice . In p ractica l 
te rm s, accoun tab ility  m eans:

the rev iew  and granting o r denia l o f  nursing licenses (w e cou ld  lose  
ou r ab ility to  becom e licensed , re licen sed , o r to  h ave  impaired nu rse 's  
licenses revoked )

- the adm in istra tion  o f  nursing licensu re exam ina tion s (new  nursing 
g raduates w ill no longe r be ab le to  b ecom e licensed  in A laska ) 
app rova l o r denia l o f  app rova l o f  nursing p rog ram s (the U n ive rsity  o f  
A laska nursing p rog ram  cou ld  no longe r be acc red ited  in s ta te , so  
it m ay be lost)
se tting  the ru les from  which w e p ractice and m od ify ing  them  as the 
needs arise (exam p les inc lude: a llow ing  Certified  Nurse P rac titioners 
to  p resc ribe m ed ications and extending  the a llow ab le  p rac tices o f 
L icensed P ractica l Nurses to  include regu la ting  IV s .) In the unique 
se ttings o f  A laska , this ab ility to  change and regu la te  p ractice 
s tanda rd s is even  m ore cruc ia l than any o th e r s ta te , b ecause o f  the 
rem o ten ess  o f  so  m any o f  the  v illages and the spec ia l needs tha t 
they  experience .

In my position  as nurse m anager o f  a Critical C are Unit, I tra in  n ew ly  hired 
nurses to  w o rk  in ou r unit then eva lua te  their p e rfo rm an ce s . F ou r yea rs  ago w e 
hired a nurse w ho w as having a g reat dea l o f d ifficu lty  func tion ing  in her capac ity  
as a s ta f f  nu rse . W e  tried va riou s types o f  rem edia l tra in ing including lengthen ing 
her p robation  period to  nearly  doub le  the norm al tim e, giving her specia l on e -on - 
one tra in ing , additiona l counse lling , and spec ia l c la s se s . N one o f  these  m ethods 
w ere e ffe c tiv e  in helping to  im prove the qua lity o f  her ca re  o r her

C v ?  ^  -
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ab ility to  fun c tio n . W hen  it w as ev iden t tha t she w ou ld  o r cou ld  not change , she 
w as  let go . B ecause o f  the seve rity  o f  her de fic ienc ies , w e to o k  her case  be fo re  
the  Board  o f  Nursing fo r  rev iew . They sen t an in vestig a to r w ho resea rched  her 
p ro fe s s ion a l c a ree r quite th o rough ly , then a fte r the  investiga tion , her A laska 
nursing license w as re voked . W ith ou t the Board o f  Nursing , w e cou ld  have 
te rm inated  her position  a t this hosp ita l, but w ou ld  have had no w ay  to  p reven t her 
from  w ork ing  as a nu rse at any o th e r A laska fac ility  including: c lin ics, hosp ita ls , 
s c h o o ls , o r b u s in esses . Because o f  the Nursing Board , she w ill no longe r be ab le 
to  p ractice in A laska .

One issue the Board is cu rren tly  resea rch ing , is the licensing and training o f 
nu rse 's  a ides . B ecause o f  the trend tow a rd  sh o rte r hosp ita l s ta y s  and m ore time 
spen t w ith in -hom e ca re , the re  is a despe ra te  need fo r tra ined health aides fo r 
h om e bound patien ts . A few  m onths ago , w e h rd  tw o  patien ts in ou r unit at the 
sam e time w ho w ere  going to  require 2 4  hou r hom e ca re . Their fam ilies w anted 
v e ry  much to  take  them  hom e, but no tra ined help cou ld  be found , and the fam ilies 
s im p ly  cou ld  no t ca re  fo r  them  w ithou t it.

These a re  on ly  a few  exam p les o f  w hat the  A laska Board o f  Nursing has and 
is p lanning on accom p lish ing  tha t has a ffe c ted  m yse lf, rny s ta f f , and my patients. 
There  are m any m ore . These  are no t issues th a t can be add ressed  by a 
com b ination  board  attem pting  to  so lv e  con flic ting  d ifficu lties o r p rob lem s o f 
un re la ted  p ro fe s s io n s . They are issues tha t un iquely a ffe c t nu rses . The A laska 
Board  o f  Nursing has func tioned  w e ll fo r  5 0  yea rs  setting s tanda rd s  a fte r which 
o th e r s ta tes  have patte rned  the ir ow n .

I u rge you  to  sup po rt HB 1 6 5 , and vo te  fo r  fu ll renew a l o f  the Board o f 
N ursing . To lo se  the ab ility to  p ro tec t the  public from  impaired o r unqualified 
nu rses o r change the p ractice o f nursing as the needs o f  the  public changed , w ou ld 
be a sad and frigh ten ing  legacy  to  leave behind.

S incere l
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S e n a t o r  D r u e  P e a r c e ,  C h a i r  2 / 1 7 / 9 2
S n e a t e  L a b o r  and C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  
R o o m  101 
P.O. B o x  5
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1 - 1 1 8 2  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P e a r c e ,

I am w r i t i n g  in r e g a r d  to the i s s u e  of B o a r d s  and 
C o m m i s s i o n s ,  a n d  the p l a n s  th a t  h a v e  been d i s c u s s e d  for 
c o m b i n i n g  t h e m  or  t h e i r  e l i m i n a t i o n  d u e  to inertia.

Fir s t ,  I a m  a n u r s e  a n d  a p p r e c i a t e  the d i r e c t i o n  the B o a r d  of 
N u r s i n g  t a k e s  in r e g a r d  to i s s u e s  th a t  a f f e c t  my  pract i c e .
F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  the N u r s i n g  B o a r d  u n d e r t o o k  a p r o j e c t  s e v e r a l  
y e a r s  a g o  to b e t t e r  d e f i n e  the d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  of n u r s i n g  
e d u c a t i o n  by c h a n g i n g  the d i s t i n c t i o n  in the n a m i n g  of 
n u r s e s .  T h i s  a c t i o n  has long t e r m  e f f e c t s  in th a t  the 
v a r i o u s  l e v e l s  of e d u c a t i o n  a r e  a c k n o w l e d g e d  (ie, LPN, o n e  
year, RN, 2 - 3  y e a r s ,  a n d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  Nu r s e ,  4 y e a r s  of 
e d u c a t i o n ,  in a U n i v e r s i t y  s e t t i n g ) .  M o s t  n u r s e s  a s p i r e  to 
th e  BSN, o r  4 - y e a r  d e g r e e ,  but the p u b l i c  is u n a w a r e  of the 
v a r i o u s  d i s t i n c t i o n s  and h o s p i t a l s  a r e  n o t  w i l l i n g  to a d a p t  
d i f f e r e n c e s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  p r e f e r  to hi r e  a c c o r d i n g  to the 
lowest, c o m m o n  d e n o m i n a t o r  of e d u c a t i o n  t h a t  th e y  can g e t  a w a y  
with. A c o m b i n e d  " s u p e r  b o a r d "  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  c o n s i d e r e d  
s u c h  a c t i o n  i m p o r t a n t ,  a n d / o r ,  p h y s i c i a n s  w o u l d  ha v e  o p p o s e d  
it, a s  m o s t  p h y s i c i a n s  s e e  n u r s e s  in a m e n i a l  m a n n e r .  (They 
u s u a l l y  h i r e  L P N ' s  for t h e i r  o f f i c e s ,  as they a r e  the least 
e x p e n s i v e  and the l e a s t  l i k e l y  to c h a l l e n g e  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n s . )

S e c o n d ,  the B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  is i m p o r t a n t  to p r o t e c t i o n  of 
t h e  p u b l i c  in i t ' s  r o l e  of m o n i t o r i n g  c h e m i c a l l y  i m p a i r e d  
p r o f e s s i o n a l s .  I had the o p p o r t u n i t y  to re a d  a r e p o r t  from 
the B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  r e g a r d i n g  a n u r s e  w h o  a g r e e d  to 
p a r t i c i p a t e  in the p r o g r a m .  The n u r s e  a g r e e d  to all the 
p r o v i s i o n s  of t h e  a g r e e m e n t .  If a s u p e r - b o a r d  w e r e  in place, 
w o u l d  t h e r e  be s u c h  d e t a i l ?  S u c h  m o n i t o r i n g ?  I d o u b t  it!

T h i r d ,  it is d i f f i c u l t  to c o m p a r e  N u r s i n g  w i t h  a n y  o t h e r  
h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o f e s s i o n .  T h e r e  a r e  a b o u t  5 , 4 0 0  l i c e n s e d  
n u r s e s  in A l a s k a  and a b o u t  1 2 0 0  MD's, and f e w e r  P h a r m a c i s t s ,  
C h i r o p r a c t o r s ,  etc. N u r s e ' s  j o b s  a r e  o f t e n  c o n t r o l l e d  by 
p h y s i c i a n s .  A n y o n e  w h o  d o u b t s  t h i s  only has to look at the 
fa c t  t h a t  P r o v i d e n c e  H o s p i t a l  has o v e r  8 0 0  n u r s e s  on s taff 
and g u e s s  how m a n y  t h e r e  a r e  on the B o a r d  of D i r e c t o r s ?  ?? 
Y o u  a r e  c o r r e c t .  N o ne. G u e s s  how m a n y  p h y s i c i a n s ?  L a s t  I 
heard, t h e r e  w e r e  3 o u t  of (I think) 12 p o s i t i o n s .  A l t h o u g h  
M D ' s  m i g h t  be a b l e  to i n f l u e n c e  the p o s i t i o n  of P h a r m a c i s t s ,  
R e s p i r a t o r y  T h e r a p i s t s ,  and o t h e r  l i c e n s e d  h e a l t h  c a r e  
w o r k e r s ,  t h e r e  is no  g r o u p  so  v u l n e r a b l e  to the w h i m s  of M D ' s  
as  n u r s e s .  To c o m b i n e  the N u r s e s  on a b oard w i t h  M D ' s  w o u l d  
be a s t e p  b a c k - w a r d  for the p r i m a r i l y  f e m a l e  (97X) n u r s e s  
a g a i n s t  the p r i m a r i l y  m a l e  (60-707.) MD's.



I'm s u r e  y o u  a r e  a w a r e  of the n e e d  to r e d u c e  s t a t e  spend i n g .  
H o w e v e r ,  I a m  n o t  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  th i s  is the p r o p e r  m a n n e r  in 
w h i c h  to do it. I w o u l d  like v e r y  m u c h  to s e e  y o u r  c o m m i t t e  
m o v e  to e x t e n d  the B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  for 4 years.

I had the o p p o r t u n i t y  to r e q u e s t  the s u p p o r t  of t h e  B o ard for 
a Ma s t e r s '  T h e s i s  p r o j e c t  I s t a r t e d  on (and h a v e n ' t  
f i n i s h e d ) .  T h i s  w a s  in r e g a r d  to N a t i v e  RN's. T h e y  w e r e  
v e r y  s u p p o r t i v e  of m e  and p r o v i d e d  m e  w i t h  the d a t a  I w a s  
s e e k i n g  r e g a r d i n g  h o w  m a n y  N a t i v e  R N ' s  w e r e  l i c e n s e d  in the 
Sta t e .  (only 2 6  for t h e  88  l i c e n s u r e  s u r v e y . )  I r e c e n t l y  
a s k e d  for an u p d a t e  on the 9 0  l i c e n s u r e  d a t a  and w a s  told 
t h a t  the B o a r d  d i d n ' t  h a v e  e n o u g h  m o n e y  or  ti m e  to a n a l y z e  
the data. T h e y  r e a l l y  a r e  o p e r a t i n g  in a t i g h t  budget! I'd 
like to kn o w  the r e s u l t s  of the 9 0  survey!

On a d i f f e r e n t  m a t t e r ,  I a m  f u l l y  in s u p p o r t  of y o u r  
" P r e v e n t i o n  of T e e n  P r e g n a n c y "  plan. I a m  a s c h o o l  n u r s e  
( S t e l l e r  S e c o n d a r y )  in A n c h o r a g e ,  and a l t h o u g h  w e  ha v e  n o t  
had a s i n g l e  p r e g n a n c y  th i s  s c h o o l  y e a r  yet, I a m  f u l l y  a w a r e  
of the d e v a s t a t i o n  t h a t  o c c u r s  w i t h  this social p r oblem. I 
a m  very, v e r y  s u p p o r t i v e  of all e f f o r t s  to p r e v e n t  teen 
p r e g n a n c y .  O u r  s c h o o l  r e c e n t l y  v o t e d  in f a v o r  of having 
c o n d o m s  a v a i l a b l e  in t h e  s c h o o l .  T h e  i m p r e s s i o n  I g o t  w a s  
t h a t  the s t u d e n t s  w o u l d  r a t h e r  n o t  g e t  t h e m  f r o m  the nurse, 
b u t  f r o m  r e s t r o o m  v e n d i n g  m a c h i n e s .  I agree.

T h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  a p p r o a c h  is t h a t  this will e n c o u r a g e  sexual 
a c t i v i t y .  I a s k e d  s t u d e n t s  a b o u t  this and they i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  this i d e a  w a s  r i d i c u l o u s !  T h e y  s a i d  t eens h a v e  sex all 
the time, and h a v i n g  c o n d o m s  in r e s t r o o m s  (for p u r c h a s e ,  a t  a 
d o l l a r  a c o n d o m  o r  so) w o u l d  s i m p l y  m a k e  it less e m b a r a s s i n g  
f or th e m  to p r o t e c t  t h e m s e l v e s .

I h o p e  y o u  will c o n s i d e r  m y  r e q u e s t  for a 4 y e a r  c o n t i n u a n c e  
of the B o a r d  of N u r s i n g .  And, P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  me  if y o u  have 
f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s .

1521 S h o r e  D r i v e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 1 5
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C l i f f  D a v i d s o n  
R o o m  108, C a p i t o l  
P. 0. B o x  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  Mr. D a v i d s o n :

I a m  w r i t i n g  t o  s u p p o r t  H o u s e  B i l l  168, a c o n t i n u a n c e  for B o a r d  
of  N u r s i n g  for the n e x t  fo u r  (4) y e a r s .  P r o f e s s i o n a l  l i c e n s u r e  
is a v e r y  d e e p  i s sue for n u r s i n g .  N u r s i n g  is b o t h  a n  art a n d  a 
s c i e n c e  w h o ' s  d i s c i p l i n e  is i n d e p e n d e n t ,  i n t e r d e p e n d e n t  and 
d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  m e d i c a l  p r a c t i c e .  E v e n  t h o u g h  n u r s i n g
i n t e r r e l a t e s  in a t e a m  m a n n e r ,  o u r  s c i e n t i f i c  ba s e  for p r a c t i c e  
is v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  that o f  m e d i c i n e ,  v e t e r i n a r y  sci e n c e ,  or 
c h i r o p r a c t i c  m e d i c i n e  etc. N u r s i n g  is b e s t  v e r s e d  to a d d r e s s  
l i c e n s u r e  c o n c e r n s ,  legal is s u e s  r e l a t e d  to p r o f e s s i o n a l  p r a c t i c e  
a n d  to p l a n  the d i r e c t i o n  of c h a n g e  for f u t u r e  n u r s i n g  p r a c t i c e .  
U n l e s s  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  h a s  b e e n  e d u c a t e d  a n d  m e n t o r e d  in our 
s c i e n t i f i c  p r a c t i c e  base, it w o u l d  b e  i m p o s s i b l e  to a d d r e s s  the 
i n t r i c a c y  of  p r a c t i c e  i s s u e s  a n d  r e l a t e d  legal issues.

N u r s i n g  h a s  e n j o y e d  it ' s  own d i r e c t i o n  a n d  s t r u c t u r e  for dec a d e s .  
To  s t r u c t u r e  n u r s i n g  w i t h i n  a p o o l  o f  h e a l t h  care p r o f e s s i o n a l s  
to a d d r e s s  l i c e n s u r e  i s s u e s  is a s t e p  b a c k  not on l y  for n u r s i n g ,  
b u t  f o r  o t h e r  d i s c i p l i n e s  involved.

I a s k  s i n c e r e l y  for the fut u r e  v i a b i l i t y  o f  the n u r s i n g  p r o f e s­
sio n  to c o n t i n u e  t h e  N u r s i n g  S t a t e  B o a r d  a s  is. C o n s i d e r i n g  any
o t h e r  s t r u c t u r e  w o u l d  be the e n d  o f  the a u t o n o m o u s  n u r s i n g
p r a c t i c e  w e  h a v e  a n d  c o n t i n u e  to s t r u g g l e  for daily.

R e s p e c t f u l : y ,

K O D I A K  A R E A  N A T I V E  A S S O C I A T I O N  
K E L L Y  S I M E O N O F F ,  JR., P R E S I D E N T

cc: D r e w  P e a r c e
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S e n a t o r  P e a r c e
A l a s k a  S e n a t e  L a b o r  and C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e
S t a t e  C a p i t o l
June a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

F e b r u a r y  24, 1992

De a r  S e n a t o r  P e a r c e

As a m e m b e r  of the L a b o r  and C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  y o u  are a w a r e  of 
the t a s k  f orce a p p o i n t e d  by G o v e r n o r  H i c k l e  to e v a l u a t e  all B o a r d s  
and C o m m i s s i o n s .  HB 165, w h i c h  r e n e w s  the A l a s k a  B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  
for four years, is c u r r e n t l y  b e f o r e  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e .  If H B  1 6 5  is 
not a p p r o v e d ,  the B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  w i l l  c e a s e  to exist.

As a r e g i s t e r e d  nurse, I u r g e  y o u  to s u p p o r t  HB 165, and v o t e  for 
full r e n e w a l  for the B o a r d  of N u rsing. A s  one of a p p r o x i m a t e l y
5,000 RNs in the state, I k n o w  h o w  e f f e c t i v e  the b o a r d  has b e e n  in 
i m p l e m e n t i n g  tne A l a s k a  N u r s e  P r a c t i c e  Act. The r e g u l a t i o n s  
w r i t t e n  and a p p r o v e d  b y  the B o a r d  are w e l l  r e s p e c t e d  a n d  e m u l a t e d  
t h r o u g h o u t  the cou n t r y .

The B o a r d  has a m a j o r  r o l e  in p r o t e c t i n g  the p u b l i c  f r o m  r e c e i v i n g  
c a r e  f r o m  u n q u a l i f i e d  or i m p a i r e d  nurses. The p r e s e n t  s t r u c t u r e  
a l l o w s  for rapid, u n b i a s e d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  fair d i s c i p l i n a r y  
action. A b o a r d  w i t h  less e q u i t a b l e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  f r o m  the full 
r a nge of n u r s i n g  p r a c t i c e  w o u l d  be s l o w e r  to r e s p o n d  to c o m p l a i n t s  
f r o m  t h e  public, and m o r e  c o s tly, as c o n s u l t a t i o n  f r o m  o u t s i d e  
e x p e r t s  w o u l d  h a v e  to be o b t a i n e d .

Y o u r  v o t e  in g r a n t i n g  the B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  fu l l  r e n e w a l  a l l o w s  the 
n u r s i n g  c o m m u n i t y  to c o n t i n u e  to d e l i v e r  safe, q u a l i t y  h e a l t h  c a r e  
to all A l a s k a n s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

VLc- V’J V l
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S e n a t o r  P e a r c e
A l a s k a  S e n a t e  L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e
S t a t e  C a p i t o l
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

F e b r u a r y  24, 1992

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P e a r c e

A s  a m e m b e r  of the L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  you are a w a r e  of 
the t a s k  f o rce a p p o i n t e d  by G o v e r n o r  H i c k l e  to e v a l u a t e  all B o a r d s  
a n d  C o m m i s s i o n s .  H B  165, w h i c h  r e n e w s  the A l a s k a  B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  
for four years, is c u r r e n t l y  b e f o r e  yo u r  c o m m i t t e e .  If HB 165 is 
not a p p r o v e d ,  the B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  w i l l  c e a s e  to exist.

A s  a r e g i s t e r e d  nurse, I u r g e  y o u  to s u p p o r t  H B  165, and vo t e  for 
full r e n e w a l  for the B o a r d  of N u r s i n g .  As o n e  of a p p r o x i m a t e l y
5,000 R N s  in the state, I k n o w  h o w  e f f e c t i v e  the b o a r d  has b e e n  in 
i m p l e m e n t i n g  the A l a s k a  N u r s e  P r a c t i c e  Act. The r e g u l a t i o n s  
w r i t t e n  a n d  a p p r o v e d  by the B o a r d  are w e l l  r e s p e c t e d  and e m u l a t e d  
t h r o u g h o u t  the c ountry.

The B o a r d  has a m a j o r  r o l e  in p r o t e c t i n g  the p u b l i c  f r o m  r e c e i v i n g  
c a r e  f r o m  u n q u a l i f i e d  or i m p a i r e d  nurses. T h e  p r e s e n t  s t r u c t u r e  
a l l o w s  for rapid, u n b i a s e d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and fair d i s c i p l i n a r y  
acti o n .  A  b o a r d  w i t h  less e q u i t a b l e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  fr o m  the full 
r a n g e  of n u r s i n g  p r a c t i c e  w o u l d  be s l o w e r  to r e s p o n d  to c o m p l a i n t s  
f r o m  the p u b l i c ,  and m o r e  c o s tly, as c o n s u l t a t i o n  f r o m  o u t s i d e  
e x p e r t s  w o u l d  have to be o b t a i n e d .

Your v o t e  in g r a n t i n g  the B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  full r e n e w a l  a l l o w s  the 
n u r s i n g  c o m m u n i t y  to c o n t i n u e  to d e l i v e r  safe, q u a l i t y  h e a l t h  ca r e  
to all A l a s k a n s .

S i n c e r e l y ,
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F e b r u a r y  24. 19 9 2

S e n a t o r  D r u e  P e a r c e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e c r i s l a t u r e  
P . O .  B o x  V ( M S ' 3 1 0 0 )
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P e a r c e ,

I  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  y o u  a r e  t h e  C h a i r  o f  t h e  L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  
C o m m i t t e e .  HB 1 6 5 ,  w h i c h  r e n e w s  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  f o r  
f o u r  y e a r s ,  h a s  b e e n  a n d  r e m a i n s  m  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e .  I f  HB 1 6 5  i s  
n o t  a p p r o v e d ,  t h e  N u r s i n g  B o a r d  w i l l  c e a s e  t o  e x i s t .  T h i s  
s u n d o w n i n g  i s  d u e  t o  o c c u r  t h i s  y e a r .

As a  L e g i s t e r e d  N u r s e ,  I  u r g e  y o u  t o  m o v e  t h i s  b i l l  o u t  o f  y o u r  
c o m m i t t e e  s o  t h a t  i t  c a n  b e  v o t e d  o n  a n d  t h e  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  
r e n e w e d .  T h e  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  i s  e f f e c t i v e  m  m a n y  a r e a s ,  m o s t  
n o t a b l y  f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  N u r s e  P r a c t i c e  A c t .
T h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  a r e  w e l l  r e s p e c t e d  a n d  e m u l a t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
n a t i o n

T h e  B o a r d  h a s  a  m a n o r  r o l e  i n  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  f r o m  r e c e i v i n g  
c a r e  f r o m  u n q u a l i f i e d  o r  i m p a i r e d  n u r s e s .  T h e  p r e s e n t  s t r u c t u r e  
a l l o w s  f o r  r a p i d ,  u n b i a s e d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  f a i r  d i s c i p l i n a r y  
a c t i o n .  I n  t h i s  a g e  o f  s p i r a l m g  h e a l t h  c a r e  c o s t s  a n d  h e a l t h  
c a r e  r e l a t e d  l i t i g a t i o n ,  i t  i s  i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  a l l  
A l a s k a n s  t h a t  a  f u n c t i o n i n g  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  b e  p r e s e n t .

T h e  n u r s i n g  c o m m u n i t y  w a n t s  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  d e l i v e r  s a f e ,  q u a l i t y  
h e a l t h  c a r e  t o  o u r  c l i e n t s .  R e n e w i n g  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  
w i l l  h e l p  u s  d o  o u s t  t h a t .

S i n c e r e l y ,
* 1/ i! C c ^ - o '~ —

T h e r e s e  T .  F r a n k  R . N .  CCRN 
4 2 6  G o l d  S t .
J u n e a u .  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1



I s u p p o r t  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  as a 
s e p a r a t e  Board. T h e  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y  o f  A l a s k a n s  a r e  s e r v e d  
w e l l  b y  t h i s  B o a r d  as it f u n c t i o n s  now.

S i g n e d :  / ‘y X i

D a t e :

'J ■ A ' l ' j - ' r
B09o j1

g . r W *  #  W ® * '



Alaska Board of Nursing 
Fact Sheet 
March 1992

C o m p o s i t i o n :  4 R e g i s t e r e d  Nur se s - 1 from b a c c a l a u r e a t e  nu r s i n g  e d u c a t i o n
- B e t s y  McCu ne , RN, M N  3/93 

3 m e m b e r s  at l a r g e
- G a i l  St ew ar t, RN, A N P  (Anchorage) 3/92
- M a r y  Stro ei ng , R N  (Juneau) 3/94
- S u s a n  G ass, R N  (Ketchikan) 3/95

1 l i c e n s e d  P r a c ti cal  N ur se  - v a c a n t
2 Pu bli c M e m b e r s  - L o u i s e  D e a n  (3/94)

G e o r g e a n n  W a s k y  ( t e r m  e x p ire d 3/91)

Functio ns : A d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  p e r t a i n i n g  to n u r s i n g  p r a c t i c e
- P r e s c r i p t i v e  a u t h o r i t y  for a d v a n c e d  n u r s e  p r a c t i t i o n e r s
- A u t h o r i z a t i o n  t o  p r a c t i c e  for C R N A s  a n d  ANPo
- C o n t i n u e d  c o m p e t e n c y  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  l i c e n s e  r e n e w a l  and  r ei n s t a t e m e n t  

F o r m u l a t e  s t a n d a r d s  of n u r s i n g  p r a c t i c e
- P o s i t i o n  P a pe r on E x p a n d e d  P r a c t i c e  for  E x p e r i e n c e d  LPN s
- S co pe  of P r a c t i c e  for R e g i s t e r e d  N u r s e s  an d A d v a n c e d  N u r s e  Pr ac t i t i o n e r s
- L P N  U t i l i z a t i o n  in A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  Oral, S u b c u t a n e o u s  and IM

M e d i c a t i o n s
- N u r s i n g  R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  in I n t r a v e n o u s  T h er apy
- A c t i v i t i e s  of U n l i c e n s e d  N u r s i n g  P e r s o n n e l  

Exa mine, license, r e n e w  the licenses of q u a l i f i e d  a p p l i c a n t s
- N C L E X - R N  he l d  Fe br u a r y  1992 an d J u l y  1992
- N C L E X - P N  held  O c t o b e r  1991 a n d  A p r i l  1992
- B ie n n i a l  r e n e w a l  N ove m b e r  1992 for a l l  r e g i s t e r e d  nu r s e s  

I n v e s t i g a t e  a l l e g e d  v io la t i o n s  of the N u r s e  P r a c t i c e  A c t  an d take d i s c i p l i n a r y  

a c t i o n
- A p p r o x i m a t e l y  35 in ve st i g a t i o n s  o n g o i n g  0 any o n e  time
- L i t i g a t i o n  in p r o g r e s s  for 3 ca se s
- A p p r o x i m a t e l y  19-35 in di vi du als  m o n i t o r e d  as a r e s u l t  of im paired

p r a c t i c e  (each re quires 3 y e a r  m o n i t o r  cycle)
- B o ar d spen ds  25% of each q u a r t e r l y  m e e t i n g  d e a l i n g  w i t h  d i s c i p l i n a r y

iss ue s
- B o a r d  p a r t i c i p a t e s  in 2 a d d i t i o n a l  c o n f e r e n c e  c a l l s  pe r y e a r  d e a li ng

w i t h  d i s c i p l i n a r y  issues 
A p p r o v e  c u r r i c u l a  and a d op t standards for b a s i c  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s

- O n e  ti m e  app r o v a l  for E v e re tt C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e  to s p o n s o r  L P N — >ADN
p r o g r a m  in Ke t c h i k a n  

A p p r o v e  n u r s i n g  e d u c a t i o n  pr ogr am s
- M o s t  r e c e n t  ap pr o v a l  for BS N 5 A D N  P r o g r a m s  Nov 1991 

S u r v e y  b a s i c  n u r s i n g  e d u c a t i o n  p ro g r a m s  w i t h i n  state
P r o v i d e  a d v i s o r y  o p i n i o n s  r e g ar di ng  w h e t h e r  n u r s i n g  p r a c t i c e  p r o c e d u r e s  & 

pol i c i e s  c o m p l y  w i t h  a c c e p t a b l e  p r a c t i c e  stan dar ds  
K e e p  recor ds  of p r o c e e d i n g s  and submit a n n u a l  reports

- P r o c e e d i n g s  of B oa rd  m e e t i n g s  a v a i l a b l e  on  a q u a r t e r l y  b a s i s  and
c i r c u l a t e d  to  hea lt h care  f a c i l it ies , scho ol s of nursing, A a N A

- A n n u a l  r e p o r t s  ava il ab le

Budget: A v e r a g e  FY 90 a n d  91 A n n u a l  Costs for B o a r d  = $457,613
A v e r a g e  FY 90 and 91 A n n u a l  R e v en ue = 335,050
D i f f e r e n c e  $122,563

(If t he 5700 RNs and L PNs i n c r e a s e d  licensure fees b y  $20 per  bi ennium, t h e  Board of 
N u r s i n g  w o u l d  be e n t i r e l y  self-support.)

Compiled by the Alaska Nurses Association
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232 ! Southview Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 
March 1, ' 992

Senator Drue Pierce, Chair 
Labor ana Commerce Committee 
State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 9951 .

Dear Senator Pierce

i was disturbed to hear that the Alaska Board of Nursing wi l l  cease to exist 
at the end of June unless Ho 165 Extension or the Board of Nursing is passed 
by tne Senate during tms session, ihis board was recommended for an eight, 
year extension last year by the House of Representatives.

The Board of Nursmci represents and mom tors the practice of over 5000 
nurses statewide 1 do not feel that the initiative to combine tne medical, 
dental, pnarrnacy and nursing boards into one super board is acceptable. ~he 
standards of practice ano ethics set tOi th in tne Alaska Nurse hi actiue Act 
can be best monitored bv nurses who are intimately knowledgeable in the 
fine points or nursing practice. 1 am certain mat members or the medical, 
dental and pharmacy professions fee! equally as strong about the dilution of 
t re i r  boards of practice In this lawsuit-conscious society, it is imperative 
that me beards remain separate mi order to best maintain the mgh quality of 
the professions m tivs state

! hope vou and your committee wil l quichiy vote on this bii' arid recommend 
it oe passed oy tne entire Se. ate as soon as possible

'rani you fo r  your heir or this vita! issue

sincerely,

iu istine G Boone. Ri>



M a r c h  1, 1 9 9 2

P a t ty  M. S c o t t  RN 
P.O. B ox 1 4 2 8 7 2  
A ncho rag e , AK 9 9 5 1 4
S e n a to r  D rue P e a rc e  
A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la tu re  
P.O. B ox V (MS 3 1 0 0 )  
Ju n eau , A la s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D ea r S e n a to r  Mr. P e a rc o ,
As you  a re  a w a re , th e  G o v e rn o r has ap p o in te d  a t a s k  fo r c e  to  e v a lu a te  a l l  
B o a rd s  and C om m is s io n s ., A s a r e s u l t ,  HB 1 6 5 , w h ich  re n ew s  th e  A la s k a  
B oa rd  o f  N u rs in g  f o r  f o u r  y e a r s , rem a in s  in the  L ab o r & C om m erce  
C om m itte e . I f  HB 1 6 5  is  n o t ap p roved , th e  B oa rd  w i l l  c e a se  to  e x is t .
As a r e g is t e re d  n u rs e , I u rge  you to  s u p p o rt  HB 1 6 5 , and v o te  f o r  f u l l  
re n ew a l f o r  th e  B oa rd  o f  N u rs ing . As one o f  a p p ro x im a te ly  5 , 0 0 0  RNs in 
th e  s t a t e ,  I k i.ow  how  e f fe c t i v e  the  b oa rd  has been in im p lem en t in g  the 
A la s k a  N u rse  P r a c t ic e  A ct. The r e g u la t io n s  w r i t t e n  and app roved  by th e  
B oa rd  a re  w e l l re s p e c te d  and em u la te d  th rou g h ou t th e  c o u n try .
The B oa rd  has a m a jo r  r o le  in p ro te c t in g  th e  p u b lic  f r o m  re c e iv in g  c a re  
f ro m  u n q u a li f ie d  o r  im p a ire d  n u rse s . The p re s e n t s t r u c tu r e  a l lo w s  f o r  
ra p id , u nb ia sed  in v e s t ig a t io n  and f a i r  d is c ip lin a ry  a c t io n . A b oa rd  w ith  
le s s  e q u ita b le  r e p re s e n ta t io n  f ro m  the  f u l l  range  o f  n u rs in g  p ra c t ic e  
w ou ld  be s lo w e r  to  re sp on d  to  c o m p la in ts  f ro m  th e  p u b lic , a s  c o n s u lta t io n  
f r o m  o u ts id e  e x p e r t s  w ou ld  have to  be ob ta in ed .
Y ou r v o te  in  g ra n t in g  the B oa rd  o f  N u rs ing  f u l l  re n ew a l a l lo w s  the  n u rs in g  
c om m un ity  to  c o n t in u e  to  d e liv e r  s a fe ,  q u a lity  h e a lth  c a re  to  a l l  A la s k a n s .



M a r c h  1 ,  1 9 9 2

S e n a t o r  D r u e  P e a r c e ,  C h a i r  
L a b o r  and C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  
S t a t e  C a p i t o L  
J u n eau, A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

S e n a t o r  Pearce:

I am a R e g i s t e r e d  N u r s e  w i t h  n e a r l y  15 y e a r s  of w o r k  h i s t o r y  in the 
S t a t e  of Alaska. T h i s  l e t t e r  is to e x p r e s s  m y  d e s i r e  to h a v e  the 
B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  to c o n t i n u e  to r e p r e s e n t  and m o n i t o r  the p r a c t i c e  
of the 5000-f n u r s e s  in the S t a t e  of A l a s k a .  The B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  
was r e c o m m e n d e d  L A S T  Y E A R  for an e i g h t  y e a r  e x t e n s i o n  by  the A l a s k a  
H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  The i n i t i a t i v e  to c o m b i n e  the m e d i c a l ,  
dental, p h a r m a c y  a n d  n u r s i n g  b o a r d s  in t o  a " S u p e r  B o a r d "  is n o t  
a c c e p t a b l e  to me. O n l y  nurses, or t h e  B o a r d  of N u r s i n g ,  s h o u l d  
have p o w e r  o v e r  the A l a s k a  N u r ^ e  P r a c t i c e  Act. As a w o r k i n g  m e m b e r  
of one of the l a r g e s t  l a b o r  f o r c e s  in the state, I u r g e  y o u  to p a s s  
HB 165 E x t e n s i o n  of the B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  o u t  of y o u r  c o m m i t t e e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

M a r j o r i e  King, RN 
7307 F o x r i d g e  C i r c l e  #2 
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 1 8

X *  >5
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March 1 , 1992

C u r r e n t l y ,  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  i s  i n  d a n g e r  o f  b e i n g  e l i m i n a t e d  
t h r o u g h  t h e  S u n s e t  R e v i e w  p r o c e s s .  I  am p l e a s e d  t h a t  we h a v e  a  p r o c e s s  t h r o u g h  
w h i c h  we e x a m i n e  t h e  p u r p o s e  , e f f i c i e n c y ,  a n d  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  o u r  s t a t e ' s  
B o a r d s  a n d  C o m m i s s i o n s ,  a n d  e l i m i n a t e  t h o ^ e  t h a t  a r e  no l o n g e r  n e e d e d .  T h i s
i s  n o t  t h e  c a s e  f o r  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g .

As a  f o r m e r  member  o f  t h e  B o a r d ,  I  am a w a r e  t h a t  i n  t h e  p a s t  t e n  y e a r s ,
t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  h a v e  a l m o s t  d o u b l e d .  The  B o a r d  l i c e n s e s  t h e  s i n g l e
l a r g e s t  g r o u p  o f  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  ( 6 , 0 0 0 ) ,  r e v i e w s  tw o  s c h o o l s  
o f  n u r s i n g  f o r  s a f e t y ,  a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  o f  c u r r i c u l a ,  a n d  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  i t s  
s t u d e n t s  f o r  l i c e n s u r e  a n d  p r a c t i c e ,  m o n i t o r s  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  n u r s e s  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  
a n d  i n v e s t i g a t e s  c o m p l a i n t s  o r  c o n c e r n s  r e g a r d i n g  n u r s i n g  p r a c t i c e ,  a n d  g i v e s  
t h e  l i c e n s i n g  e x a m s .  The  B o a r d  h a s  a l s o  t a k e n  o n  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  n u r s e s  
a i d e s  i n  t h e  p a s t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .

Th e  B o a r d  c a r r i e s  o u t  t h e s e  d u t i e s  w i t h o u t  u n n e c e s s a r y  t r a v e l  o r  m e e t i n g s .
I t  h o l d s  m e e t i n g s  b y  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  when  i t  c a n ,  h a s  p a c k e d  a g e n d a s ,  a n d  t h e  
e f f i c i e n t  s t a f f  p r o v i d e  b o a r d  members  w i t h  b a c k g r o u n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  a d v a n c e  
s o  t h a t  t h e  m e m b e r s  a r e  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  d e l i b e r a t i o n s .

At  a  t i m e  when m e d i c a l  a n d  n u r s i n g  c a r e  i s  b e c o m i n g  m o re  c o m p l e x  by  t h e  
m o n t h ,  a n d  c o s t  c o n t a i n m e n t  m e a s u r e s  a r e  i n c r e a s i n g ,  i t  i s  a l l  t h e  m o re  
i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  w e l l -  f u n c t i o n i n g ,  e x p e r i e n c e d  B o a r d  o f  NURSING t o  
e n s u r e  t h a t  n u r s e s  a r e  f u n c t i o n i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  s c o p e  o f  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  
e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  w i t h i n  t h e  N u r s e  P r a c t i c e  A c t .

One o f  t h e  c o n c e r n s  t h a t  I  h a v e  a b o u t  p o s s i b l y  c o m b i n i n g  t h e  B o a r d  o f  
N u r s i n g  w i t h  some o t h e r  h e a l t h  b o a r d s  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  uncommon f o r  n u r s e s  t o  b e  
a s k e d  t o  p r o v i d e  p a t i e n t ' c a r e  f o r  w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  n o t  p r e p a r e d ,  c o v e r e d ,  n o r  
p a i d .  P h y s i c i a n s ,  d e n t i s t s ,  p h a r m a c i s t s ,  a n d  h e a l t h  c a r e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  s o m e t i m e s  
a s k  n u r s e s  t o  a c t  o u t s i d e  t h e i r  s c o p e ,  s o  t h a t  t h e y  w o n ’ t  h a v e  t o  g e t  up a n d  
r u n  i n t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  s t a y  a r o u n d  a n d  m o n i t o r  t h e  p a t i e n t ,  o r  p a y  a n o t h e r  
p r o v i d e r .  I t ’ s  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  n u r s e s  t o  know t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  b o a r d  t h a t  c a n  
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e i r  c o n c e r n s  a n d  b a c k  t h e m  up  i n  s u c h  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .

I n  N o v e m b e r  o f  1 9 9 1 ,  A l a s k a ’ s  n u r s e s  c e l e b r a t e d  t h e  5 0 t h  A n n i v e r s a r y  
o f  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g .  I  am p r o u d  t o  h a v e  w o r k e d  w i t h  t h e  n u r s i n g  
l e a d e r s  a n d  c o n s u m e r s  who h a v e  d o n a t e d  t h e i r  t i m e  t o  p r o m o t e  t h e  s a f e s t  n u r s i n g  
c a r e  p o s s i b l e  f o r  A l a s k a ' s  r e s i d e n t s .  I  s e e  g r e a t  b e n e f i t  i n  u t i l i z i n g  
e x p e r i e n c e d  v o l u n t e e r s  who u n d e r s t a n d  A l a s k a ' s  u n i q u e  h e a l t h  c a r e  s y s t e m s ,  r a t h e r  
t h a n  c o n t r a c t i n g  o u t  ma ny  o f  t h e  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  m u s t  p r o v i d e .

P l e a s e  s u p p o r t  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h i s  e s s e n t i a l  b o a r d ,  f o r  a f u l l  f o u r  
y e a r s .

Dear S e n a to r P ea rc e ,

S i n c e r e l y ,

Box 8 2 9 9 4 ,  F a i r o a n k s ,  A l a s k a ,  9 9 7 0 8  
4 5 7 2 3 1 2



I s u p p o r t  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  as a 
s e p a r a t e  Board. T h e  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y  of A l a s k a n s  a r e  s e r v e d  , 
w e l l  b y  t h i s  B o a r d  as  it f u n c t i o n s  now.

S i g n e d :
Date:
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To: Senator Drue Pearce
State Capitol
Juneau. AK. 99801-1182

From: Robert Chatfield March 3,1992
9573 Eagle St.
Juneau. Ak. 99801

In the last months, I have done some investigating into the functioning of the Board of Nursing 
and the proposals of the Task Force on Boards and Commissions. I am a Registered Nurse in the 
state of Alaska and I do have my biases, however I think there are some grave problems with the 
proposals under consideration by the task force. It also has become apparent that the task force has 
no other agenda than to consolidate boards and commissions within the State of Alaska. I think 
you have been asked to improve a round wheel by finding another shape that will work better, 
instead of improving on the round wheel. Good Luck.

The Division of Occupational Licensing and our present licensing structure are working examples 
that other states look to as a model for consolidation of functions. The screening of applications, 
secretarial work, computer input, investigative work, renewal of licenses are all handled centrally 
by the Division. I can’t speak to what happens in other boards, but the Board of Nursing 
essentially rubber stamps applications that have been screened by Occupational Licensing and 
spends their time addressing questionable applications and questions involving the Nursing 
Practice Act of the State of Alaska. The monitoring of persons found to have violated the Nursing 
Practice Act is also done by members of the board. I understand this usually has to do with drug 
abuse offenses, and the health professions and the Division of Occupational Licensing have 
proposals made regarding the Alaska Practitioner Recovery Program (HB323?) which will 
consolidate much of the monitoring function now carried on by the Board of Nursing and other 
boards. With all this consolidation, why not just consolidate the boards into the Citizens Health 
Board?

As a Registered Nurse in the State of Alaska, I could participate on the State Board of Nursing and 
I think I ’m qualified to function conscientiously and well in that capacity. I have a good idea of the 
standards of nursing practice and the issues regarding the practice of nursing in general. I don’t 
have the vaguest idea of what the standards are of dental practice or occupational therapy, but 
according to the design of the Citizens Health Board, I could be asked to make decisions about 
whether a person didn’t meet their standards or had violated their standards. I feel just as ignorant 
of the practice of law and the standards to which lawyers are held. Why shouldn’t I be on the 
Board of Governors of the AK Bar? Now, if these small points regarding the practice of a 
profession are to be delegated to a subcommittee of the Citizens Health Board, to report back to the 
entire Citizens Health Board, and the subcommittee is composed of experts in the field. What have 
you got? In my case, you have a Board of Nursing, under a larger Board. Has Per Diem and travel 
expense been cut for the subcommittee to meet, and later the expense of the Citizens Health Board?
I doubt it.

When I’m sitting on the Citizens Health Board, and a questionable application regarding a physical 
therapist comes up. am I to rubber stamp the recommendation of the representative of the field, or 
do 1 ask for the representative to explain just what it is that is troubling them about their standard of 
practice that is questionable in this case, so I can understand what it is I’m about to vote on? If 1 
don’t ask, then this position on the Board, in fact all positions on the Board, are just a rubber 
stamp waste of time. The decisions about an applicant have been made before we met, by the 
expert, in the field. So I ask to understand the standard of practice in the field of physical therapy to 
better understand what I’m about to vote on, and it takes time. The dentist wasn’t sure either, so 
there's more time taken. It seems to me very unlikely we’re going to be able to stick io the allotted



time for this agenda item. How long do you expect these meetings to take? I’d plan on a lot more 
time. With the diversity of the composite boards proposed, I’d say you have the equivalent of a 
jury of citizens. And for the evidence to be presented, the standard of practice to be presented, and 
its violation to be understood by the other members of the board, time will have to be taken. The 
Citizens Health Board will be the equivalent of a Grand Jury with only the prosecutors presenting 
all the information, the prosecutors in this case being the representative of the profession (expert in 
the field). I find it hard to think this is going to be less time consuming and more cost efficient. 
How long do you think this Board is going to meet? Are you really going to find people with the 
time to volunteer for this board? Even jurors are paid $25.00 a day to sit through this process, let 
alone professionals being asked to volunteer their time.

I personally haven’t any interest in the practice of Occupational Therapy, and might have to go 
back to work when their cases are presented. The present system relies on volunteers in their 
professions, with an interest in their professions, volunteering their time and energy to protect the 
area of interest not just politically, but from those in practice who shouldn’t be in practice in the 
first place. Who can afford to spend a lot of time on professions in which they have no expertise, 
no interest, and who could have standards actually antithetical to my own. Did the dentist who 
removed the wisdom tooth act outside his area of expertise? Should an oral surgeon have been 
consulted? Time, time, and more time is money.

Well, all that these Boards are doing is licensing under our proposal. Just giving tests and deciding 
who passed or not. The Board of Nursing is involved with the National Council of State Boards of 
Nursing(NCSBN) and is responsible for giving the NCLEX-RN. Active participation in these 
organizations and formulation of the questions in the national exam, keep Alaska up-to-date and a 
leader in the national organizations. The administering of the RN licensing exam is part of this 
participation at a national level. It assures that a nurse licensed in Alaska can get a license in another 
state, and vice versa. I ’m not sure who you plan to have going to these organizations or 
participating in their activities on the part of nursing, but I hope it isn’t the expert from the Citizens 
Health Board. They’re still back at the voluntary meetings they agreed to when they said they’d be 
a member of the Citizens Health Board. I don’t know what the other boards have to do to keep 
their national licensing status, but it is important to hospitals and nurses to know they can get 
nurses to Alaska in part due to the reciprocity involved with national exams. To do this, we must 
maintain our involvement with the national organizations. I suppose we could pay Per Diem and 
travel expense to someone from the State of Washington to come to Alaska to give the exam to the 
students in Anchorage(both ACC and UAA), but that costs money. Will the Division of 
Occupational Licensing be able to maintain participation in these national organizations. Have you 
checked? I can’t find out. They want to know what the organization of the Citizens Health Board 
would be like and what level of nursing activity can be expected in their organizations. In FY 91, 
85 students were licensed by examination, and 512 were licensed by endorsement as RNs, due to 
our participation in these national organizations. I have no idea what happens to the other 
professions. How about the Bar exams? What would happen if they weren’t accepted nationally? 
Would you be here now?

Regarding the budget deficits of running the Division of Occupational Licensing and the Board of 
Nursing in particular, I have some interesting information about the numbers involved and it may 
apply to other boards as well. In 1990. Occupational Licensing notified the Board of Nursing that 
the board had a deficit in its expenses. The Board of Nursing responded and increased its biannual 
licensing fee, trying to be fiscally responsible. The license renewals occur on even years and the by 
the time the board had made its decision, the renewal licenses for 1990 had been sent out at the 
previous licensing fee rate. This year, 1992, is the first year the new license rate is to be in effect. 
The Division of Occupational Licensing couldn’t provide for the Beard of Nursing the effect of this 
change in renewal fees and I’m sure you can’t see it in the statistics you’ve been provided. My 
concern is that other boards were also given this information and responded appropriately, but find 
their efforts and increases not reflected in the past performances of fiscal responsibility by their



boards. The nature of licensing involves a time delay of a year or two. The deficit now encountered 
may go away due to the efforts made two years ago by the Division of Occupational Licensing. 
The difficulty occurs in understanding that time lag. Will the formation of the Citizens Health 
Board or any of the other consolidated boards change this? I don’t think so. The Division finds the 
deficit involved with the Citizens Health Board and asks for increases. The Board responds and 
grants increased fees. One or two years later, the results of the increase are appreciated. What 
would happen if the Division of Occupational Licensing found it had an excess of revenue. I bet 
the Legislators would figure in the first year to have cut some of the state appropriations to the 
division, even though the division was only starting to play catch up with past deficits. In the 
second year, more was cut. The third year, there is a deficit and someone has to explain. Is there a 
problem? NO. It’s just the cyclical nature of delayed recovery of funds.

I think I’m harping on the same old theme. The wheel isn’t broken. It can always stand 
improvement, but from within the system where it is best understood. I don’t pretend to 
understand this entire system, but I contend that neither do you. The changes that will improve the 
functioning of the board and commission system will come from within the system itself, not from 
those of us outside the system. I see the Division of Occupational Licensing as a kind of omelet 
that has specific ingredients added and in the end I can still find a specific item, mushroom or 
shrimp(Nursing or Dentist). To make this omelet better, I would go to the cook and say what 1 
wanted to add or delete to make the omelet better. Then I’d let the expert i.i their field cook up the 
omelet in whatever fashion delivered the hoped for results. If I went and told them what to do to 
get the expected more desirable omelet. I know I’d get scrambled eggs.

It seems the consolidation of the present boards would produce nothing more than scrambled eggs. 
A dish of scrambled eggs in which if I looked for a place to take a question of policy or a grievance 
about how I’d been treated. I’d not find anyplace to go. No identifiable ingredient that could 
answer my question. No place that could tell me if I had a valid concern whether I was outside my 
field of practice or whether the scope of practice needed to be changed to accommodate my 
situation which in the end isn’t unique.

I guess I have concerns regarding the amount of time and research you’ve been able to do. Also, 
the surety you have about the ability to actually save money of the people of the state with these 
proposals, while still providing a similar level of protection to the public and service to the 
professionals by consolidating the various boards.

Thank You,

P.S. By the way, it seems the legal profession would be champing a the bit to have the Board of 
Governors of the AK Bar included with the Professional Services Board. Why not? What 
guidelines have you applied?



M a r c h  3, 1992

S e n a t o r  D rue  P e a r c e  
C h a i r  o f  L a b o r  a n d  

Commerce C o m m i t t e e  
S t a t e  C a p i t a l  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P e a r c e :

I  am w r i t i n g  t o  y o u  i n  r e g a r d  t o  H ouse  B i l l  1 6 5 ,  t h a t
i s ,  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  B o a rd  o f  N u r s i n g .  I n  199 0 ,  t h e  A l a s k a  
H ouse  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  recom m ended  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  a n  e i g h t  
y e a r  e x t e n s i o n  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a rd  o f  N u r s i n g .  The B o a rd  o f  
N u r s i n g  r e p r e s e n t s  a n d  m o n i t o r s  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  o v e r  5 , 0 0 0  
r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  The i n i t i a t i v e  t o  
c o m b in e  t h e  m e d i c a l ,  d e n t a l ,  p h a r m a c y ,  a n d  n u r s i n g  b o a r d s  i n t o  
a s u p e r  b o a r d  i s  n o t  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e s  i n  t h e  
A l a s k a n  co m m u n i ty .

N u r s e s ,  h e l d  t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  r e q u i r e d  o f  
r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e s ,  a r e  b e t t e r  s e r v e d  by  n u r s e s  e x e r c i s i n g  
s u p e r v i s o r y  p o w e r  o v e r  n u r s e s  l i c e n s e d  by  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .

S i n c e r e l y

L ih d a  A. Webb, R . N . ,  J . D

L A W r p p
L A W E 9
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SENATOR DRUE PEARCE 
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I  s u p p o r t  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a rd  o f  N u r s i n g  a s  a 
s e p a r a t e  B o a r d .  The h e a l t h  an d  s a f e t y  o f  A l a s k a n s  a r e  s e r v e d  
w e l l  b y  t h i s  B o a rd  a s  i t  f u n c t i o n s  now.

S i g n e d :

* J f 0 u
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TANANA CHIEFS CONFERENCE, INC.
CHIEF ANDREW ISAAC HEALTH CENTER

1638 COWLES STREET 
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99701-5999 

PHONE (907) 451-6682 FAX (907) 451-1002

March 4,  1992

S e n a t o r  Drue  P e a r c e ,  C h a i r  
L a b o r  a n d  Commerce C o m m it te e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
P .O .  Box V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99813.

Dear  S e n a t o r  P e a r c e :

As a  h e a l t h  c a r e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  an d  a s  a  m a n a g e r  i n  a  N a t i v e ,  n o n ­
p r o f i t  r e g i o n a l  c o r p o r a t i o n ,  I  am w r i t i n g  t o  you  a n d  t h e  S e n a t e  
L a b o r  a n d  Commerce C o m m it te e  t o  s u p p o r t  HB-165 ,  "An A c t  e x t e n d i n g  
t h e  B o a rd  o f  N u r s i n g  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Commerce a n d  E conom ic  
D ev e lo p m en t?  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  an  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

C h i e f  Andrew I s a a c  H e a l t h  C e n t e r  (CAIHC) i s  o p e r a t e d  b y  T a n a n a  
C h i e f s  C o n f e r e n c e ,  I n c . ,  u n d e r  a  P u b l i c  Law 9 3 - 6 3 8  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  
t h e  I n d i a n  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e .  CAIHC s e r v e s  N a t i v e  p e o p l e  i n  
F a i r b a n k s  a n d  a b o u t  35 c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  i n t e r i o r  A l a s k a .  Our 
a m b u l a t o r y  c l i n i c  em p lo y e d  25 n u r s e s  a t  some t i m e  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  
y e a r .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  b e c a u s e  t h e  l a b o r  p o o l  f o r  n u r s e s  i n  o u r  
com m uni ty  i s  som ew hat  d e p e n d e n t  upon  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  t h e r e  i s  
r e l a t i v e l y  h i g h  t u r n o v e r  i n  n u r s i n g  s t a f f .  S t a t e  l i c e n s e s  f o r  
n u r s e s  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  i n  t h e  h i r i n g  p r o c e s s .  T h i s  a s s u r e s  t h a t  
n u r s e s  a r e  q u a l i f i e d  an d  p r e p a r e d  t o  do t h e  j o b  f o r  w h i c h  t h e y  
a r e  h i r e d .  I t  a l s o  r e d u c e s  o u r  l i a b i l i t y  a n d  i t  i s  a  n e c e s s a r y  
c o m p o n e n t  i n  t h e  J o i n t  C o m m iss io n  on A c c r e d i t a t i o n  o f  H e a l t h  C a r e  
O r g a n i z a t i o n  (JCAHO) a c c r e d i t a t i o n  w h ic h  t h e  I n d i a n  H e a l t h  
S e r v i c e  c o n t r a c t  r e q u i r e s .

I  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  l i c e n s e  f e e s  c o v e r  m o s t  o f  t h e  c o s t  o f  B o a rd  o f  
N u r s i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  W h i le  some p e o p l e  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h i s  c o u l d  be  
done  by  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o r  a p r i v a t e  c o r p o r a t i o n ,  I  
b e l i e v e  i t  s h o u l d  r e m a i n  a  s t a t e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  The B o a rd  o f  
N u r s i n g  h a s  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  c o m p l a i n t s .  W i th  t h e  
number  o f  p r o v i d e r s  i m p a i r e d  by  a l c o h o l  an d  d r u g s  i n  a l l  h e a l t h  
c a r e  p r o f e s s i o n s ,  i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e ' s  p o w e r s  t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  b e  m a i n t a i n e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o t e c t  c o n s u m e r s .  
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i n  A l a s k a  we h a v e  n u r s e  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  who a r e  
p r a c t i c i n g  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  i n  v a r i o u s  s m a l l  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  s t a t e .  A g a i n ,  t o  a s s u r e  c o n s u m e r  p r o t e c t i o n ,  t h e  c r e d e n t i a l s

9  ta,9g
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o f  t h e s e  n u r s e  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  m u s t  b e  r e v i e w e d  b y  a b o a r d  w i t h  
a u t h o r i t y  g r a n t e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e .

The p r o p o s a l  t o  c o m b in e  t h e  B o a rd  o f  N u r s i n g  w i t h  o t h e r  b o a r d s  i s  
n o t  a  good  i d e a  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  I n  t h e  l a s t  d e c a d e  o r  s o ,  n u r s i n g  
h a s  u n d e r  g o n e  some f a i r l y  d r a m a t i c  c h a n g e s .  T h e r e  i s  a w id e  
v a r i e t y  o f  t r a i n i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  
o l d e r  n u r s e s  who r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  y e a r s  a g o ,  i t  i s  o f t e n  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  m a t c h  t h e  t r a i n i n g  w i t h  t h e  l i c e n s i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  
O n ly  p r o f e s s i o n a l  n u r s e s  c a n  make t h e s e  d i s t i n c t i o n s  w i t h  
c r e d i b i l i t y .  W i th  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n c e  a c c o r d e d  t o  
n u r s e s  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  t h e  S t a t e  B o a rd  o f  N u r s i n g  empowers  them  
t o  h a v e  m ore  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n .  To e l i m i n a t e  t h i s  
p o w e r  w o u ld  be  a  m a j o r  s t e p  b a c k w a r d s  f o r  w h a t  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  h a s  
b e e n  a  p r o f e s s i o n  d o m i n a t e d  b y  women.

H e a l t h  c a r e  i s  a  h u g e  i n d u s t r y  i n  o u r  s t a t e  a n d  i n  o u r  n a t i o n .  
N u r s e s  c o m p r i z e  a l a r g e  s e g m e n t  o f  t h i s  work  f o r c e .  B o th  f o r  
c o n s u m e r  p r o t e c t i o n  and  f o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  e f f i c i e n c y ,  t h e  B o a rd  
o f  N u r s i n g  s h o u l d  b e  m a i n t a i n e d  i n  i t s  p r e s e n t  f o rm .

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s

Mim Dixon
H e a l t h  C e n t e r  D i r e c t o r

MD:md

c c :  I n t e r i o r  D e l e g a t i o n
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M a r c h  5, 13 32

S e n a t o r  D r u e  t'eaice 
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

PO  B o x  V ( MS 3 1 0 0 )
J u n e a u .  A l a s k a  3 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P e a r c e :

As y o u  a r e  a w a r e ,  the G o v e r n o r  h a s  a p p o i n t e d  a t a s k  f o r c e  to 
e v a l u a t e  a l l  B o a r d s  and  C o m m i s s i o n s .  A s  a r e s u l t ,  HB  185, w h i c h  
r e n e w s  the A l a s k a  B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  for f o u r  y e a r s ,  r e m a i n s  in 
y o u r  L a b o r  a nd  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e .  If HB 185 is n o t  a p p r o v e d ,  
the B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  w i l l  c e a s e  to e xi st .

As a R e g i s t e r e d  Nu r s e ,  I u r g e  y o u  to s u p p o r t  K B  165, and v o t e  for 
f u l l  r e n e w a l  f o r  t he  B o a r d  of N u r s i n g .  As o n e  of a p p r o x i m a t e l y
5 . 0 0 0  RNs in t h e  s t a t e ,  I k n o w  h o w  e f f e c t i v e  t h e  b o a r d  ha s b e e n  

in i m p l e m e n t i n g  the A l a s k a  N u r s e  P r a c t i c e  Act. T h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  
w r i t t e n  a n d  a p p r o v e d  by t he B o a r d  ar e w e l l  r e s p e c t e d  a nd  e m u l a t e d  
t h r o u g h o u t  the  c o u n t r y .

T h e  B o a r d  h as  a m a j o r  r o l e  in p r o t e c t i n g  the p u b i c  f r o m  r e c e i v i n g  
c a r e  f r o m  u n q u a l i f i e d  or i m p a i r e d  n u r s e s .  T h e  p r e s e n t  s t r u c t u r e  
a l l o w s  for r ap id , u n b i a s e d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a nd  f a i r  d i s c i p l i n a r y  
a c t i o n .  A o o a r d  w i t h  l e s s  e q u i t a b l e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  f r o m  the f u l l  
r a n g e  of n u r s i n g  p r a c t i c e  ( a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  n u r s e  
p r a c t i t i o n e r ,  s t a f f  R N , s t a f f  LPN , a nd a p u b l i c  m e m b e r )  w o u l d  be 
s l o w e r  to r e s p o n d  to c o m p l a i n t s  f r o m  th e  p u b l i c ,  as c o n s u l t a t i o n  
f r o m  o u t s i d e  e x p e r t s  w o u l d  h a v e  to b e o b t a i n e d .

Y o u r  v o t e  an d s u p p o r t  in g r a n t i n g  the B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  f u l l
r e n e w a l  a l l o w s  the n u r s i n g  c o m m u n i t y  to c o n t i n u e  to d e l i v e r  s a fe ,
q u a l i t y  h e a l t h  c a r e  to all A l a s k a n s .

S i n c e r e  1y ,

M a r g a r e t  A u b l e  R . N .
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HOME 
HEALTH 
CARE

SISTERS OF 
PROVIDENCE
SERVING IN THE WEST SINCE lift,

M a r c h  10, 1 9 9 2

S e n a t o r  D r u e  P e a r c e ,  C h a i r  
L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
J u n e a u ,  AK  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P e a r c e ,

O n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  n u r s e s  e m p l o y e d  at H o m e  H e a l t h  C a r e  - 
P r o v i d e n c e  H o s p i t a l  a n d  m y s e l f ,  I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  o b j e c t  h i g h l y  t o  
G o v e r n o r  H i c k e l ' s  p l a n  f o r  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  t h e  n u m e r o u s  b o a r d s  in 
o u r  s t a t e .  O f  p a r t i c u l a r  c o n c e r n  t o  m e  i s  t h e  p r o p o s e d  C i t i z e n s  
H e a l t h  B o a r d  to  e n c o m p a s s  n u r s i n g ,  m e d i c i n e ,  d e n t i s t r y ,  o p t o m e t r y ,  
p h y s i c a l  a n d  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p y ,  a n d  c h i r o p r a c t i c  c a r e ;  a n d  t h e  
B e h a v i o r a l  S c i e n c e s  B o a r d  w h i c h  w o u l d  i n c l u d e  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s .

F r o m  a f i n a n c i a l  s t a n d p o i n t ,  I c a n  c e r t a i n l y  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  
G o v e r n o r ' s  nee * t o  r e d u c e  t h e  $ 4 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  a n n u a l  b u r d e n  o f  t h e  
o c c u p a t i o n a l  l i c e n s i n g  d i v i s i o n .  W h a t  I d o  n o t  a p p r e c i a t e ,  
h o w e v e r ,  is  t h e  p r o p o s e d  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  N u r s e  P r a c t i c e  A c t  in 
A l a s k a  b y  n o n - n u r s e s .  I  h a v e  b e e n  l i c e n s e d  in s i x  s t a t e s  s n d  h a v e  
p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  i n t e r r e l a t e d  w i t h  t h o s e  r e s p e c t i v e  b o a r d s  o f  n u r s i n g  
o v e r  t h e  ye ars , b u t  h a v e  f o u n d  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f N u r s i n g  t h e  m o s t  
r e s p o n s i v e  a n d  s u p p o r t i v e  b o a r d  o f  all. A c l a s s i c  e x a m p l e  I s  t h e  
m a n n e r  in  w h i c h  t n e y  a s s i s t e d  a l l  t h e  h o m e  c a r e  p r o v i d e r s  in t h e  
s t a t e  t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  t h e  O B R A  '87 r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of 
h o m e  h e a l t h  a i d e s  in A u g u s t  o f  1990. T h e i r  o n g o i n g  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  
a i d e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  r e a f f i r m s  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m .

I u r g e  yo u  t o  p a s s  H B  165, E x t e n s i o n  of t h e  B o a r d  of  N u r s i n g ,  
o u t  o f  t n e  C o m m i t t e e  on  L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  f o r  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
w e l l - b e i n g  o f  o v e r  5 , 0 0 0  n u r s e s  in Al a s k a .

S i n c e r e l y ,

K a y  S. Irons, R.N.
D i r e c t o r

P.O . BOX 196604 • AN CHO RAG E , ALASKA 99519 6604 • PHONE (907) 261-3173
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P R O V ID E N C E  H O S P IT A L SISTERS OF 
PROVIDENCE
SERVING IN  THE ’.VEST SINCE IS54

F a x  T r a n s m i s s i o n  F o r m

Date: .Q3_i LQ. T l° L
T o: 0 rice- PvCv r r_e
C om pany: __
A d d re ss :_____________________

Fax Number: ( cl^  ) ■2~

Department:

Telephone:
c)

Company: -J ia H-£K\Mn ^<sre

Address: iVoo\^^w r- *■ -.Or •
Telephone: Cj)Q'l) <3 Cel' 3 ^ 0 3

Fax Number: (907) 261-30 U

NO. of Pages: 
D epartm ent:___

COMMENTS

SISTERS O F  PROVIDENCE INSTITUTIONS-ALASKA: PROVIDENCE HOSPITAL, ANCHORACE-OL'R L.ADT OF COMPASSION CARE CENTERP''N’VHOK.ACE • ̂ SHINCTOV PROVIDENCE CTNTKAL MFMC’RIAI HOSPITAL TOPPEN'ISH-PROVIDENCE HOSPITAL. EVEREn—PROVIDENCE MTDICAL CENTEK StATTLE-THE CVPAL'L REIjREMEVT RESIDENCE AND MOUNT ST VINCENT NURSING CENTFR. SEATTLE—ST ELIZABETH MEDICAL CENTER. LAMM A-ST PETER HOSPITAL. OLL Wl A-ST 'OjEPH HOM ITAL. ABEKDEEN-ST HELEN HOSPITAL CHEHAUS—OREGON PROVIDENCE CHILD CENTER. PORT! NND-PROMDENCE MEDIC AL CENTER. P RTL.AN D -ST V INVENT HO S P. 
TAL AND MEDICAL CENTER PORTLAND—SEASIDE GENERAL HOSPITAL. SEASIDE-PRCVIPCNCE HOSPITAL. MEDFORD-PROOI I n C E  'MILVIALME Hi.  .Pl.AL v«n WaUKJF.—CAlUORM A. PROV IPFNCE HOSPITAL OAKLAND- PROV1DFNCE HIGH SCHOOL BURBANK-S.AINT |OS£PH MEDICAL CENTER BURBANK



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR PEARCE

NAME: EFFIE GRAHAM, RN 
TITLE:

ADDRESS: 2033 JAMES TOWN CIRCLE 
CITY: ANCHORAGE Z IP :  99507

FHONE: 3*4-7556 
BILL NO: HB 165
SUBJECT: EXTEND BOARD OF NUf, ING
MESSAGE: REQUEST IMMEDIATE CALENDARING OF HB 16 5 .  NECESSARY THAT ACTION BE 

TAKEN THIS LEGISLATIVE SESSION. /BN

POMID: 03120039 
DATE: 9 2 /0 3 /1 0  
TIME: 1 2 :0 0 :3 9

LIONAME: ANCHORAGE LIO
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PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR PEARCE

NAME: MARY LARSEN 
TITLE:

ADDRESS: P. 0 .  BOX 964
CITY: WARD COVE Z IP :  99928

PHONE: 247 -8 39 4  
BILL NO: SB 7
SUBJECT: STATE AID FOR EDUCATION
MESSAGE: PLEASE PASS S37 WITH 5 6 3 ,0 0 0  PER UNIT FUNDING FOR ALL SCHOOLS AS C'JR 
CHILDRENS FUTURES ARE AT STAKE.

DEAR: SENATOR PEARCE

NAME: MARGARET BJORNTON 
TITLE:

ADDRESS: 4745 PIPER, «7
CITY: ANCHORAGE Z IP :  99507

FHONE: 561-4473  
BILL NO: HB 165
SU3JECT: EXTEND BOARD OF NURSING
MESSAGE: PLEASE PASS IT OUT OF COMMITTEE SO THAT THE NURSES COULD BE REGULATED

BY NURSES. /CNR

POMID: 06150604 POMID:
DATE: 9 2 /0 3 /1 2 DATE:
TIME: 1 5 :0 6 : 0 4 TIME:

LIONAME: KETCHIKAN LIO L10NAME:

COPIES: SENATORS

ADAMS
COLLINS
COTTEN
CRAFT
DUNCAN
ELIASON
FISCHER
FRANK
HALFORD
HOFFMAN
JONES
KERTTULA
MENARD
FOURCHOT
RCDEY
SHULTZ
3TURGULEWSKI
UEHLING
ZHAROFF

CP / /





W O R K  D R A F T W O R K  D R A F T W O R K  D R A F T

7-LS0678\Y
Gaguine
5/17/91

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

B Y  T H E  H O U SE  JU D IC IA R Y  C O M M IT T E E

Offered:
Referred:

S p o n so rs) : R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S  C H O Q U ET TE , Zawaeki

1 "An Act relating to charitable gaming extending from five to 15 years the period during

2 which a person is prohibited from participating in certain charitable gaming activities

3 following a conviction of a felony or release from prison or parole as a result of a felony

4 conviction; and providing for an effective date."

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

6 * Section 1. AS 05.15.020(a) is amended to read:

7 (a) A municipality or qualified organization may conduct an activity permi .ted under this

8 chapter, if the municipality or qualified organization pays the appropriate permit fee and receives

9 an annual permit issued by the department. The annual permit fee is

10 (1) $20 for an applicant that did not hold a permit during the preceding year,

11 (2) $20 for an applicant that had gross receipts of less than $20,000 from

12 activities conducted under this chapter during the preceding year,

13 (3) $100 [$50] for an applicant that had gross receipts of $20,000 or more but not

14 exceeding $100,000 from activities conducted under this chapter during the preceding year, or

A BILL
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1 (4) $250 [S100J for an applicant that had gross receipts exceeding $100,000 from

2 activities conducted under this chapter during the preceding year.

3 * Sec. 2. AS 05.15.020(a) is repealed and reenacted to read:

4 (a) A municipality or qualified organization may conduct an activity permitted under this

5 chapter, if the municipality or qualified organization

6 (1) applies r'or a permit, pays the appropriate permit fee, and receives an annual

7 permit issued by the department; and

8 (2) designates a member in charge and at least one alternate member in charge

9 under AS 05.15,112 who have passed the examination required by AS 05.15.112.

10 * Sec. 3. AS 05.15.020 is amended by add'ug a new subsection to read:

11 (c) An applicant fora multiple-beneficiary peimit under AS 05.15.100(d) shall pay a fee

12 of $100, in addition to the fee that the applicant would have to pay under (a) of this section if

13 the applicant were applying for an individual permit.

14 * Sec. 4. AS 05.15.020(c) is repealed and reenacted to read:

15 (c) An applicant for a multiple-beneficiary permit under AS 05.15.100(d) shall pay a fee

16 of $100, in addition to the fee that the applicant would have to pay under (d) of this section if

17 the applicant were applying for an individual permit.

18 * Sec. 5. AS 05.15.020 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

19 (d) Tlie annual permit fee under (a) of this section is

20 (1) $20 for an applicant that did not hold a permit during the preceding year,

21 (2) $20 for an applicant that had gross receipts of less than $20,000 from

22 activities conducted under this chapter during the preceding year,

23 (3) $100 for an applicant that had gross receipts of $20,000 or more but not

24 exceeding $100,000 from activities conducted under this chapter during the preceding year,

25 (4) $250 for an applicant that had gross receipts exceeding $100,000 from

26 activities conducted under this chapter during the preceding year or that is one of the applicants

27 for a multiple-beneficiary permit under AS 05.15.100(d).

28 * Sec. 6. AS 05.15.030(c) is amended to read:

29 (c) If a permittee or licensee changes the location of an activity in the jurisdiction for

30 which a permit has been issued, the permittee shall notify the department and the local

31 government at least 15 davs before [WITHIN 10 DAYS AFTER) moving to the new location.

* W O R K  D R A F T  W O R K  D R A F T  W O R K  D R A F T
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* Sec. 7. AS 05.15 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 05.15.035. PERSONS PROHIBITED FROM PARTICIPATING IN THE 

OPERATION OF CHARITABLE GAMING ACTIVITIES, (a) A person described in (b) of this 

section may not

(1) be issued an operator’s license under AS 05.15.122;

(2) be issued a manufacturer’s license under AS C5.15.181;

(3) be issued a distributor’s license under AS 05.15.183;

(4) act as a member in charge or alternate member in charge under AS 05.15.112;

or

(5) perform personal services for a permittee or licensee under this chapter in a

managerial or supervisory capacity, whether the person is an employee of the permittee or

licensee whether the person is engaged by the permittee or licensee as an independent 

contractor.

(b) A person may not be issued a license or engage in conduct described in (a) of this 

section if the person

(1) has been convicted of, in prison for, or on parole for a felony within the 

preceding 15 years;

(2) has been convicted at any rime of a crime involving theft or dishonesty;

(3) has been convicted at any time of a violation of a municipal, state, or federal 

gambling law; or

(4) is the spouse of a person described in (1) or (3) of this subsection.

* Sec. 8. AS 05.15 060 is amended to read:

Sec. 05.15.060. REGULATIONS. The department shall adopt regulations under the 

Administrative Procedure Act (AS 44.62) necessary to carry out this chapter covering, but not 

limited to,

(1) the issuance, renewal, aim revocation of permits* [AND] licenses, and vendor 

endorsements;

(2) a method of ascertaining net proceeds, the determination of items of expense 

rhat may be incurred or paid, and the limitation of the amount of the items of expense to prevent 

the proceeds from the activity permitted from being diverted to noncharitable, noneducational, 

nonreligious, or profit-making organizations, individuals, or groups;

W O R K  D R A F T  W O R K  D R A F T  W O R K  D R A F T
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1 (3) the immediate revocation of permits, [AND] licenses, and vendor

2 endorsements authorized under this chapter if this chapter or regulations adopted under it are

3 violated;

4 (4) the requiring of detailed, swom, financial repons of operations from

5 permittees, [AND] licensees, and vendors including detailed statements of receipts and

6 payments;

7 (5) the investigation of permittees, licensees, vendors, and their employees,

8 including the fingerprinting of those peimittees, licensees, vc dors, and employees whom the

9 commissioner considers it advisable to fingerprint;

10 (6) exclusion from participation as a permittee, licensee, vendor, or employee of

11 a permittee, [OR] licensee, or vendor, of a person convicted of, in prison for, or on parole for

12 a felony within the preceding five years, or convicted of a crime involving theft or dishonesty

13 or of a violation of a municipal, state, or federal gambling law;

14 (7) the method and manner of conducting authorized activities and awarding of

15 prizes or awards, and die equipment that may be used;

16 (8) the number of activities that may be held, operated, or conducted under a

17 permit during a specified period; however, die department may not allow more than 14 bingo

18 sessions a month and 35 bingo games a session to be conducted under a permit; the holders of

19 a multiple-beneficiary permit under AS 05.15.100(d) mav hold, operate, or conduct the

20 number of sessions and games a month equal to the number allowed an individual permittee

21 per month multiplied bv the number of holders of the multiple-beneficiary permit;

22 (9) a method of accounting for receipts and disbursements by operators and

23 vendors, including the keeping of records and requiremers for the deposit of all receipts in a

24 bank;

25 (10) the disposition of funds in possession of a permittee, [OR] a person,

26 municipality, or qualified organization that possesses an operator’s license, or a vendor at the

27 time a permit, [OR] a license, or a permit that includes a vendor endorsement is voluntarily

28 surrendered, not renewed, suspended, revoked, or otherwise invalidated;

29 (11) restrictions on the participation by employees of the Department of Fish and

30 Game in salmon classics;

31 (12) other matters the commissior.er considers necessary to carry out this chapter
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1 or protect the best interest of the public.

2 * Sec. 9. AS 05.15.060 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

3 (b) Regulations adopted by the department under this section relating to charitable

4 gaming activity involving pull-tabs must be consistent with the standards on pull-tabs of the

5 North American Gaming Regulators Association.

6 * Sec. 10. AS 05.15.070 is amended to read:

7 Sec. 05.15.070. EXAMINATION OF BOOKS AND RECORDS. The commissioner may

8 examine or have examined the books and records of a permittee, an operator, a vendor, or a

9 person licensed to manufacture or to distribute pull-tab games in the state. The commissioner may

10 issue subpoenas for the attendance of witnesses and the production of books, records, and other

11 documents.

12 * Sec. 11. AS 05.15.095(a) is amended to read:

13 (a) The applications and repons to the department required by this chapter shall be signed

14 under penalty of unsworn falsification by the following person, as applicable:

15 (1) the member in charge for the qualified organization;

16 (2) a person authorized to sign on behalf of the municipality;

17 (3) the operator or the operator’s agent;

18 (4) the licensed pull-tab distributor or the distributor’s agent; [OR]

19 (5) the licensed pull-tab manufacturer or the manufacturer’s agent; or

20 (6) the owner of a vendor or the owner’s agent.

21 * Sec. 12. AS 05.15.095(b) is amended to read:

22 (b) A permittee, [OR] operator, or vendor may not conduct an activity under this chapter

23 during a period in which a report or fee is delinquent.

24 * Sec. 13. AS 05.15.100 is amended by adding new subsections to read:

25 (d) The commissioner rnay issue a multiple-beneficiary permit to two to six

26 municipalities or qualified organizations or to a combination of two to six municipalities and

27 qualified organizations that apply jointly for the permit. The permit gives the permit holders the

28 privilege of jointly conducting the activities specified in (a) and (b) of this section, subject to the

29 restrictions set out in (b) of this section.

30 (e) The department shall revoke the permit of a permittee, including a multiple-

31 beneficiary permittee, that does not report for each quarter an adjusted gross income of at least

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT
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