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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 158 (L&C) am 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

BY THE HOUSE LABOR AND COMMERCE COMMITTEE

Amended: 5/10/91 
Offered: 4/26/91
Referred: Rules

Spoitsons): REPRESENTATIVES KOPONEN, Ellis, Moyer, Sharp, M.A.Miller

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act relating to the licensing requirements for architects, engineers, and land

2 surveyors."

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

4 * Section 1. AS 08.48.331 is amended to read:

7-LS0499\D

5 Sec. 08.48.331. EXEMPTIONS. This chapter does not apply to

6 (1) a contractor performing work designed by a professional architect or engineer

7 or the supervision of the construction of the work as a supervisor or superintendent for a

8 contractor;

9 (2) workers in building trades crafts, superintendents, supervisors, or inspectors

10 in the performance of their customary duties;

11 (3) an officer or employee of the United States government piacticing architecture,

12 engineering, or land surveying as required by the person’s official capacity;

13 (4) an employee or a subordinate of a person registered under this chapter if the

1 4  work or service is done under the direct supervision of a person registered under this chapter,
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1 (5) associates, consultants, or specialists retained by a registered individual, a

2 partnership of registered individuals, or a corporation authorized to practice architecture,

3 engineering, or land surveying under this chapter, in the performance of professional services if

4 responsible charge of the work remains with the individual, the partnership, or a designated

5 representative of the corporation;

6 (6) a person preparing drawings or specifications for

7 (A) a building for the person’s o w n  use and occupancy as a single family

8 residence;

9 (B) farm or ranch buildings, unless the public health, safety, or welfare

!!3 is involved;

11 (C) a building that is intended to be used only as a residence by not more

12 than four families and that is not more than two stories high;

13 (D) a garage, workshop, or similar building that contains less than 2,000

14 square feet of floor space to be used for a private noncommercial purpose;

15 (7) a specialty contractor licensed under A S  08.18 while engaged in the business

16 of construction contracting or designing systems for work within the specialty to be performed

17 or supervised bv the special'; contractor, or a contractor preparing shop or field drawings for

18 work that the specialty contractor has contracted to perform;

19 (8) a person furnishing drawings, specifications, instruments of service, or other

20 data for alterations or repairs to a building that do not change or affect the structural system or

21 the safety of the building, or that do not affect the public health, safety, or welfare^

22 (9) a person w h o  is e m p loyed by a postsecondarv educational institution to

23 teach engineering, architectural, or land surveying courses; in this paragraph,

24 "postsecondarv educational institution" has the meaning given in A S  14.48.210.

25 * Sec. 2. A S  08.48.255 is repealed.
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COMPREHENSIVE M e NTAL H E A L T H  SERVICES

Please reply lo:

230 E. Paulson, Wasilla, A K  99687 □

(907)376-2411 F A X  No. 907-376-1626

847 W. Evergreen. Palmer, A K  99645 □

(907) 745-1000 F A X  No. 907-745-6126

P.O. Box 787, Talkectna, A K  99676 □

(907) 733-2274 FA X No. 907-733-1222

M a rc h

S e n a t o r  D r u e  P e a r c e

A I i s k a  

F T  B o x  

T u n e a u ,

S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
V  ( M S  S i  0 0 )

A l a  s  k T9 81 ’

1 1 S e n a t o r  P e a r c e ,

A s  y o u  

e v a l u a t e  a l

a r e  a w a r e ,  t h e  G o v e r n o r  

. B o a r d s  a n d  C o m m i s s i o n s

h a s  a p p o i n t e d  s  

A s  a  r e s u l t .

t a s k  f o r c e  t c  

HB 165, w h i c h

r e n e w s  t h e  v ' & a s K s  ■ "‘B p  a  3 r d .  n f  . I J . M r s . i n g y  f  o r  f o u r  y e a r s ,  r e m a i n s  i n  t h e  

L a b  &  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e .  I f  H E  I B S  U s  n  >’ a p p r o v e d ,  t h e  B o a r d

w i l l  cease t o  ej-cist .

A s  a  r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e ,  I  u r g e  y o u  t o  s u p p o r t  H B  1 6 5 ,  a n d  v o t e  

f o r  f u l l  r e n e w a l  f o r  i h e  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g .  A s  o n e  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  

5 ,  C I O O  R M s  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  T  k n o w  h o w  e f f e c t i v e  t h e  b o a r d  h a s  b e e n  i n  

i  m  p  1 e  rr. e  n  t i  j g  t h e A l a s k a  K u r - e  P r a c t i c e  A c t .  T h e  r e g u l a t i o n s

b vw ; i t t e r  a n d  a p p r o v e d  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r v .

t he- l o  a  r  d  a r e  w e l l  r  r - * s p e ~ t  e d  a n d  e n ; ' . *  l a t e " ,  s

T h e  B o a r d  h a s  a  m a g  o r  r o l e  i n  p r o t e c  t i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  f r o ?  

r e c e i v i n g  r . a r e  i r o n  u n q u - i  1 i f i f . -  ’ o r  i m p a i r e d  n u r s e s .  *r h e  p r e s e n t  

s i x  u c t u r e  a l l o w s  f o r  r  : i j  I d ,  u n b i a s e d  i n v e s t  i g h t  i o n  a n d  
d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n .  A  b o a r d  w i  t h  l e s s  e q u i t a b l e  r e p r e s e n t a ,  

f r o m  t h e  f u l l  r a n g e  o f  n u r s i n g  p r a c t i c e  w o u l d  b e  s l o w e r  t o  r e s p o n d  
t o  c o m p l a i n t s  f r o m  t h e  p u b l i c ,  a s  c o n s u l t a t i o n  f r o m  o u t s i d e  e x p o .  t s  

w o u l d  h a v e  t o  b e  o b t a i n e d .

t i  a s  a  P s y c h i a t r i c  N u r s e  

e  s t a t e  c> f  A l a s k a  l i o n  a  

T h e  a g e n c y  w h e r e  T w o r k  

t h r e e  t o  f ' u r  w e e k s  i n  a d v a n c e .  

: e  P r  a c t  i t  t o n e r  ' ■ h a v e  m a d e  i t  p o s s i b l e  t c 1 

c l i e n t '  i r i  a  m o i  t i m e l y  f a s h i o n ,  m o n i t o r  
a n d  i i f  f o r  f o l l o w - u p  c a r e  m o r e  f r e q u e n t l y .

t o  c l a r i f y  r  c o p e  i f  p r a c t i i

M y  j . e i  s o i i a l  e x p e r  i e r i c e  w i t h  t h *  P< 

P r a c t i t i o n e r  h a s  b e e r ,  v e r y  p o s i t i v e ,  

l a r u e  d e m a n d  f o r  p s y c h i a  t  r i c  c e r v i c e s ,  
b o o k s  p s y c h i a t r i s t s  t e n . - ;  t h r e e  t o  

P s y c h i a t r i e  N u r ; j s i b l e  t o  e v a l u  

m e d i c a t i o n s  m o r e  
T h e  B o a r d  o f  N u .

p l a y e d  a  k e y  r o l e  i n  h e l p i n g  m e  
a n d  i n  a s s i s t i n g  m e  t o  b e  t h e  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e  p r a c t i t i o n e r  !  c a n  b e  

T  . p e a k  t  * t h e  E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t  , n  v  o f  t h e  B o a r d  > f  K t ; ;  s i n g  s e v e r  a

wawiam



S e n a t o r  P e a r c e
M a r c h  12, 1S92
P a g e  2

t i m e s  a m o n t h  a n d  try q u e s t i o n s  a r e  a n s w e r e d  in a t i m e l y  f a s h i o n .  

N u r s e s  k n o w  nursirjv, p r a c t i c e  b e t t e r  t h a n  a n y o n e .  Y o u r  v o t e  in 

g r a n t i n g  t h e  B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  f u l l  r e n e w a l  a l l o w s  t h e  n u r s i n g  
c o m m u n i t y  to c o n t i n u e  to d e l i v e r  safe,  c o s t  e f f e c t i v e ,  q u a l i t y  
h e a l t h  c a r e  tc. al l  A l a s k a n s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

T r a c y  Fr eer , MS, RN, CS, A N P  

Ps yc hi at ri c . N u r s e  P r a c t i t i o n e r
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A l a s k a

: -ie

N u r s e s  

A s s o c i a t i o n

237 East T h ird  A venue 
A nchorage, A laska 99501 

(907) 274-0827
a constituent of American Nurses' Association

M a r c h  1 2 ,  1 9 9 2

G o v e r n o r  W a l t e r  J .  H i c k e l  
P . O .  B o x  A

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1 - 0 0 0 1

D e a r  G o v e r n o r  H i c k e l :

O n  M a r c h  1 1 ,  1 9 9 2 ,  t h e  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  N u r s e s

A s s o c i a t i o n  v o t e d  t o  s u p p o r t  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  b i e n n i a l  l i c e n s e  

f e e  f o r  r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  c r e a t e  a  f i n a n c i a l l y  s e l f ­

s u p p o r t e d  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g .

S i n c e r e l y ,

P a t r i c i a  A .  H o n g ,  M A ,  R N ,  C O R N  
P r e s i d e n t

c c : A n n  B o u d r e a u x ,  D i r e c t o r ,  D i v i s i o n  o f  O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  

G a i l  S t e w a r t ,  R N ,  A N P ,  C h a i r ,  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a r k  H a n l e y ,  G o v e r n o r ' s  T a s k  F o r c e  o n  B o a r d s  
a n d  C o m m i s s i o n s
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M a r c h  2 0 , 1 9 9 2

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P e a r c e ,

Y o u  m a y  o r  m a y  n o t  r e c o g n i z e  m y  n a m e .  I ' m  P a t  S i m o n s ,  a  p a s t  

c o n s t i t u e n t ,  w h o  w a s  y o u r  l i a i s o n  f o r  t h e  A n c h o r a g e / A l a s k a  P T A s  a b o u t  a  

y e a r  a n d  a  h a l f  a g o .  I  n o w  l i v e  w i t h  m y  h u s b a n d  i n  G l a s g o w ,  S c o t l a n d ,  o n  a  

B P  s e c o n d m e n t  a s s i g n m e n t .  W e  s t i l l  c o n s i d e r  A l a s k a  o u r  h o m e  a n d  w e  t a k e  a  

k e e n  i n t e r e s t  i n  c u r r e n t  e v e n t s  o f  t h e  s t a t e .

I  a m  a l s o  a  R e g i s t e r e d  N u r s e .  I  r e c e i v e d  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  A l a s k a  

N u r s e s  A s s o c i a t i o n  t h a t  d e s c r i b e d  a  c u r r e n t  m o v e  t o w a r d  r e p l a c i n g  t h e  

A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  w i t h  a  " S u p e r  B o a r d " .  I  c a n  t e l l  y o u  t h a t  I  w a s  

a l a r m e d  t h a t  t h i s  h a s  a  v e r y  r e a l  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  o c c u r r i n g .  T h e  p r e s e n t  

B o a r d  a d v i s e d  t h a t  w e  w r i t e  a n d  e x p l a i n  i n  o u r  o w n  w o r d s  w h y  t h i s  i s  n o t  

a  g o o d  i d e a .

T h e  s h e e r  n u m b e r s  o f  n u r s e s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  a l o n e ,  w o u l d  i n d i c a t e  a  n e e d  

f o r  s p e c i a l  g o v e r n a n c e  a n d  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  i s s u e  

o f  t h e  u n i q u e n e s s  o f  o u r  r o l e  i n  h e a l t h c a r e  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c ;  n o t  t o  m e n t i o n  

t h e  v e r y  d i v e r s e  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  w e  p r o v i d e .  Y o u  w i l l  f i n d  n u r s e s  w o r k i n g  o n  

m u l t i p l e  l e v e l s  o f  h e a l t h c a r e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  w i t h  a l l  s o c i o ­

e c o n o m i c  g r o u p s .  I n  m a n y  i n c i d e n c e s ,  n u r s e s  w o r k  d i r e c t l y  o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e l y  

i n  a r e a s  w h e r e  p h y s i c i a n s ,  d e n t i s t s ,  p h a r m a c i s t s ,  a n d  a n c i l l a r y  h e a l t h c a r e  

p r o v i d e r s  d o  n o t .  T h i s  i s  a  f a c t  t h a t  I  h o p e  S t a t e s p e o p l e  a n d  n u r s e s ,

V i r g i n i a  C o l l i n s  a n d  B e t t e  D a v i s ,  w i l l  a t t e s t  t o .

I  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  i s  m a k i n g  f i n a n c i a l  c u t - b a c k s .  I  w i l l  

a s s u m e  t h a t  t h e  g r o u p i n g  o f  m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  u n d e r  o n e  B o a r d  i s  p a r t  

o f  t h i s  m o v e m e n t .  I  w o u l d  c a u t i o n  a g a i n s t  a n y  h a s t y  a c t i o n  w i t h o u t  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  n u r s e s  a n d  t h e  p u b l i c  t h e y  s e r v e .  N u r s i n g  

c o n t i n u e s  t o  p r o v i d e  m a n y  v a r i e d  b a s i c  a n d  s p e c i a l i z e d  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  

a t  v e r y  r e a s o n a b l e  r a t e s .  T h e  r a n g e  o f  s k i l l s ,  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  e n h a n c e d  

a c c e s s i b i l i t y  t o  h e a l t h c a r e  s h o u l d  b e  c o n s i d e r e d .  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  

B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  c a n  o f f e r  y o u  m o r e  d e t a i l e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  

b r e a d  p o i n t s  I ' v e  m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e .



L a s t l y ,  N u r s e s  a r e  i n d e p e n d e n t  p r a c t i o n e r s ,  who a r e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h ,  

b u t  d i f f e r e n t  f ro m ,  o t h e r  m e d i c a l  f i e l d s  o f  p r a c t i c e .  I  am a s k i n g  t h a t  you  

p u r s u e  HB 165 ,  E x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  B oard  o f  N u r s i n g .

Thank  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

P a t s y  E. S im ons  RN BS

X - '
5 " L e t h i n g t o n  Road 
W h i t e c r a i g s  
G la sg o w ,  S c o t l a n d  
G46 6TA
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Senator Drue Pearce Date: 3 /2 3 /9 2
Alaska State Legislature 
P.O. Box V (MS 3100)
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Pearce,

As you are aware, the Governor has appointed a task force to  
evaluate all Boards and Commissions. As a re-, ult, HR 165, which renews 
the Alaska Board of Nursing for four years, remains in the Labor and 
Commerce Committee. If HB 165 is not approved, the Board will cease to 
exist.

As a registered nurse, I urge you to  support HB 165, and vote for full 
renewal for the Board o f Nursing. As one o f approximately 5,000 RNs in 
the state, I know how effective the board has been in implenting the 
Alaska Nurse Practice Act. The regulations w ritten and approved by the 
Board are well respected and emulate throughout the country.

The Board has a major role in protecting the public from receiving 
care from unqualified or impaired nurses. The present structure allows 
for rapid, unbiased investigation and fair disciplinary action. A board 
with less equitable representation from the full range o f nursing practice 
would be slower to  respond to complaints from the public, as consultation 
from outside experts would have to  be obtained.

Your vote in granting the Board of Nursing full renewal allows the 
nursing community to  continue to  deliver safe, quality health care to  all 
Alaskans.

Sincerely,
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Senator Drue Pearce Date: 3 /2 3 /92
Alaska State Legislature 
P.O. Box V (MS 3100)
Juneau, Alaska 9981 1

Dear Senator Pearce,

As you are aware, the Governor has appointed a task force to  
evaluate all Boards and Commissions. As a result, HB 165, which renews 
the Alaska Board o f Nursing for four years, remains in the Labor and 
Commerce Committee. If HB 165 is not approved, the Board will cease to  
exist.

As a registered nurse, I urge you to  support HB 165, and vote for full 
renewal for the Board o f Nursing. As one o f approximately 5,000 RNs in 
the state, I know how effective the board has been in implenting the 
Alaska Nurse Practice Act. The regulations w ritten and approved by the 
Board are well respected and emulate throughout the country.

The Board has a major role in protecting the public from receiving 
care from unqualified or impaired nurses. The present structure allows 
for rapid, unbiased investigation and fair disciplinary action. A board 
with less equitable representation from the full range o f nursing practice 
would be slower to  respond to  complaints from the public, as consultation 
from outside experts would have to  be obtained.

Your vote in granting the Board of Nursing full renewal allows the 
nursing community to  continue to  deliver safe, quality health care to all 
/..'askans.

Sincerely,
/ ■>
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PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR PEARCE

NAME: RICK BLODGETT 
T ITLE :

ADDRESS: BOX 532
C ITY : TELLER Z IP : 99776
PHONE: 642 -3333 

B ILL NO: SB 433
SUBJECT: REGISTRATION CF PRIVATE AIRCRAFT
MESSAGE: I  AM IN  OPPOSITION OF AIRCRAFT TAXATION. AIRCRAFT IS  OUR LIFE LINE. 
TAXATION AND REGULATIONS ARE KILLING AVIATION./CNR

POMID: 03101956 
DATE: 9 2 /0 3 /1 3  
TIME: 1 0 :1 9 :5 6  

LIONAME: ANCHORAGE LIO

REPRESENTATIVES REPRESENTATIVES SENATORS

BAKER BARNES ADAMS
BOYER BROHN COLLINS
BRUCKMAN CARNEY COTTEN
CHOGUETTE DAVIDSON CRAFT
B.DAVIS C.DAVIS DUNCAN
DONLEY ELLIS ELIASON
FINKELSTEIN FOSTER FISCHER
GONZALES GRUENBERG FRANK
GRUSSENDORF HANLEY HALFORD
HUDSON IVAN HOFFMAN
JACKO KOPONEN JONES
KUBINA LARSON KERTTULA
LEMAN LINCOLN MENARD
MACKIE MACLEAN POURCh'OT
MARTIN M.A.M ILLER RODEY
M.W.MILLER MOYER SHULTZ
NAVARRE PARNELL STURGULENSKI
G .PH ILLIPS R .PH ILLIPS UEHLING
SHARP TAYLOR ZHAROFF
ULMER ZANACKI

’ 'Ti iTy'i <™r-

PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR PEARCE

NAME: JEANNE MOLITCR 
T ITLE :

ADDRESS: 5740 E. 98TH
C ITY : ANCHORAGE Z IP : 99516
PHONE: 346-3459

B IL L NO: HB 165------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------
SUBJECT: EXTEND BOARD OF NURSING
MESSAGE: I  ENCOURAGE YOU TO KEEP THE BOARD OF NURSING INTACT AND SEPARATE FROM
THE OTHER LICENSING BOARDS. /BN

POMID: 03100449 
DATE: 9 2 /0 3 /1 3  
TIME: 1 0 :0 4 :4 9  

LIONAME: ANCHORAGE LIO



F r o m  th e  d e s k  o f :

Rod Mourant
Senator Drue P e arce 's Office 

P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811 
Capitol, Room 101 

(907) 465-4993
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Date: 3 /2 3 /9 2Senator Drue Pearce 
Alaska State Legislature 
P.O. Box V (MS 3100) 
Juneau, Alaska 9981 1

Dear Senator Pearce,

As you are aware, the Governor has appointed a task force to  
evaluate all Boards and Commissions. As a result, HB 165, which renews 
the Alaska Board o f Nursing fo r four years, remains in the Labor and 
Commerce Committee. If HB 165 is not approved, the Board will cease to  
exist.

As a registered nurse, I urge you to  support HB 165, and vote for full 
renewal for the Board o f Nursing. As one o f approximately 5,000 RNs in 
the state, I know how effective the board has been in implenting the 
Alaska Nurse Practice Act. The regulations written and approved by the 
Board are well respected and emulate throughout the country.

The Board has a major role in protecting the public from receiving 
care from unqualified or impaired nurses. The present structure allows 
for rapid, unbiased investigation and fair disciplinary action. A board 
with less equitable representation from the full range o f nursing practice 
would be slower to  respond to complaints from the public, as consultation 
from outside e .perts would have to  be obtained.

Your vote in granting the Board of Nursing full renewal' allows the 
nursing community to  continue to  deliver safe, quality health care to  all 
Alaskans.

Sincerely,

(  c '

77 r  . , 7 ^ - * "
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Senator Drue Pearce Date: 3 /2 3 /9 2
Alaska State Legislature 
P.O. Box V (MS 3100)
Juneau, Alaska 9981 1

Dear Senator Pearce,

As you are aware, the Governor has appointed a task force to  
evaluate all Boards and Commissions. As a result, HB 165, which renews 
the Alaska Board of Nursing for four years, remains in the Labor and 
Commerce Committee. If HB 165 is not approved, the Board wiil cease to 
exist.

As a registered nurse, I urge you to  support HB 165, and vote for full
renewal for the Board o f Nursing. As one of approximately 5,000 RNs in
the state, I know how effective the board has been in ;-"^lenting the 
Alaska Nurse Practice Act. The regulations written and at ed by the 
Board are well respected and emulate throughout the country.

The Board has a major role in protecting the public from receiving 
care from unqualified or impaired nurses. The present structure allows
for rapid, unbiased investigation and fair disciplinary action. A board
with less equitable representation from the full range of nursing practice 
would be slower to  respond to complaints from the public, as consultation 
from outside experts would have to  be obtained.

Your vote in granting the Board of Nursing full renewal allows the 
nursing community to  continue to  deliver safe, quality health care to  all 
Alaskans.

Sincerely,



UJajiJ&L, * 1cm



WAR 3  1 1992.

Senator Drue Pearce Date: 3 /2 3 /9 2
Alaska State Legislature 
P.O. Box V (MS 3100)
Juneau, Alaska 9981 1

Dear Senator Pearce,

As you are aware, the Governor has appointed a task force to  
evaluate all Boards and Commissions. As a result, H5 165, which renews 
the Alaska Board of Nursing for four years, remains in the Labor and 
Commerce Committee. If HB 165 is not approved, the Board will cease to  
exist.

As a registered nurse, I urge you to  support HB 165, and vote for full 
renewal for the Board of Nursing. As one o f approximately 5,000 RNs in 
the state, I know how effective the board has been in implenting the 
Alaska Nurse Practice Act. The regulations w ritten and approved by the 
Board are well respected and emulate throughout the country.

The Board has a major role in protecting the public from receiving 
care from unqualified or impaired nurses. The present structure allows 
for rapid, unbiased investigation and fair disciplinary action. A board 
with less equitable representation from the full range of nursing practice 
would be slower to  respond to  complaints from the public, as consultation 
from outside experts would have to  be obtained.

Your vote in granting the Board o f Nursing full renewal allows the 
nursing community to  continue to  deliver safe, quality health care to  all 
Alaskans.

Sincerely
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Senator Drue Pearce Date: 3 /23 /9 2
Alaska State Legislature 
P.O. Box V (MS 3100)
Juneau, Alaska 9981 1

Dear Senator Pearce,

As you are aware, the Governor has appointed a task force to 
evaluate all Boards and Commissions. As a result, HB 165, which renews 
the Alaska Board of Nursing for four years, remains in the Labor and 
Commerce Committee. If HB 165 is not approved, the Board will cease to 
exist.

As a registered nurse, I urge you to support HB 165, and vote for full 
renewal for the Board of Nursing. As one of approximately 5,000 RNs in 
the state, I know how effective the board has been in implenting the 
Alaska Nurse Practice Act. The regulations written and approved by the 
Board are well respected and emulate throughout the country.

The Board has a major role in protecting the public from receiving 
care from unqualified or impaired nurses. The present structure allows 
for rapid, unbiased investigation and fair disciplinary action. A board 
with less equitable representation from the full range of nursing practice 
would be slower to respond to complaints from the public, as consultation 
from outside experts would have to be obtained.

Your vote in granting the Board of Nursing full renewal allows the 
nursing community to continue to deliver safe, quality health care to all 
Alaskans.

Sincerely,
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Senator Drue Pearce Date: 3 /2 3 /9 2
Alaska State Legislature 
P.O. Box V (MS 3100)
Juneau, Alaska 9981 1

Dear Senator Pearce,

As you are aware, the Governor has appointed a task force to 
evaluate all Boards and Commissions. As a result, HB 165, which renews 
the Alaska Board of Nursing for four years, remains in the Labor and 
Commerce Committee. If HB 165 is not approved, the Board will cease to 
exist.

As a registered nurse, I urge you to support HB 165, and vote for full 
renewal for the Board of Nursing. As one of approximately 5,000 RNs in 
the state, I know how effective the board has been in implenting the 
Alaska Nurse Practice Act. The regulations written and approved by the 
Board are well respected and emulate throughout the country.

The Board has a major role in protecting the public from receiving 
care from unqualified or impaired nurses. The present structure allows 
for rapid, unbiased investigation and fair disciplinary action. A board 
with less equitable representation from the full range of nursing practice 
would be slower to respond to complaints from the public, as consultation 
from outside experts would have to be obtained.

Your vote in granting the Board of Nursing full renewal allows the 
nursing community to continue to deliver safe, quality health care to all 
Alaskans.

Sincerely,
n  n . ' '
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Senator Drue Pearce Date: 3 /23 /92
Alaska State Legislature 
P.O. Box V (MS 3100)
Juneau, Alaska 9981 1

Dear Senator Pearce,

As you are aware, the Governor has appointed a task force to 
evaluate all Boards and Commissions. As a result, HB 165, which renews 
the Alaska Board of Nursing for four years, remains in the Labor and 
Commerce Committee. If HB 165 is not approved, the Board will cease to 
exist.

As a registered nurse, I urge you to support HB 165, and vote for full 
renewal for the Board of Nursing. As one of approximately 5,000 RNs in 
the state, I know how effective the board has been in implenting the 
Alaska Nurse Practice Act. The regulations written and approved by the 
Board are well respected and emulate throughout the country.

The Board has a major role in protecting the public from receiving 
care from unqualified or impaired nurses. The present structure allows 
for rapid, unbiased investigation and fair disciplinary action. A board 
with less equitable representation from the full range of nursing practice 
would be slower to respond to complaints from the public, as consultation 
from outside experts would have to be obtained.

Your vote in granting the Board of Nursing full renewal allows the 
nursing community to continue to deliver safe, quality health care to all 
Alaskans.

Sincerely



M a r c h  23, 1 9 9 2 B
S e n a t o r  D r e w  P e a r c e ,  C h a i r m a n  

S e n a t e  L a b o r  a n a  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  S e n a t o r :

A s  a r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e  1 s t r o n q l y  o b j e c t  t o  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  
t h a t  t h e  B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  b e  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  o t h e r  h e a l t h  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  b o a r d s  i n t o  a c o n s o l i d a t e d  C i t i z e n ' s  H e a l t h  B o a r d .  
N u r s e s  h a v e  f o u g h t  l o n g  a n d  h a r d  for- t h e i r  a u t o n o m y  and , t h r o u g h  
t h e  e x i s t i n g  B o a r d  of N u r s i n q ,  h a v e  d o n e  a g o o d  job of p r o t e c t i n g  
t h e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y ,  d e v e l o p i n g  r e a s o n a b l e  a n d  u n i f o r m  
s t a n d a r d s  of n u r s i n q  p r a c t i c e ,  a n d  f a c i l i t a t i n g  an a d e q u a t e  
s u p p l y  of n u r s e s  t o  m e e t  t h e  h e a l t h  c a r e  n e e d s  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e  
w h i l e  a s s u r i n g  t h a t  c o m p e t e n t  n u r s e s  p r o v i d e  t h i s  car e.

D o e s  A l a s k a  r e a l l y  w a n t  t o  b e  t h e  o n l y  s t a t e  in t h e  U. S.  t o  a l l o w  

a d o p t i o n  of a p r o p o s a l  w h i c h  r e m o v e s  t h e  g o v e r n i n g  p o w e r  f r o m  t h e  
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  w h o  p o s s e s s  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  s o  i m p o r t a n t  t o  d e t e r m i n e  
t h e i r  o w n  s t a n d a r d s  of p r a c t i c e ?  It w o u l d  b e  e q u a l l y  r i d i c u l o u s  
t o  p r o p o s e  t h a t  n u r s e s  d i c t a t e  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  p h y s i c i a n s ,  or 
a u t o  m e c h a n i c s ,  or e l e c t r i c i a n s .

The a b o l i t i o n  of t h i s  i n d e p e n d e n t  B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  t h r e a t e n s  n o t  

j u s t  t h e  q u a l i t y  t  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e d  b y  n u r s e s ,  b u t  a l s o  

e n d a n g e r s  t h e  v e r y  e x i s t e n c e  of i n d e p e n d e n t  n u r s e  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  
a n d  c e r t i f i e d  n u r s e  m i d w i v e s  w h o  c o m p e t e n t l y  p r o v i d e  a l t e r n a t i v e  
h e a l t h  c a r e  n e e d s  s o  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  in t h i s  t i m e  of e s c a l a t i n g  
h e a l t h - c a r e  c o s t s .

In 1991 t h e  s u n s e t  r e v i e w  p r o c e s s ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  p e r f o r m  

i n d e p e n d e n t  a u d i t s  a n d  e n s u r e  t h a t  a r e g u l a t o r y  b o a r d  f u n c t i o n s  
in t h e  m a n n e r  f o r  w h i c h  it w a s  c r e a t e d ,  r e c o m m e n d e d  a n  e i g h t - y e a r  
e x t e n s i o n  of t h e  B o a r d  of N u r s i n q  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
f o u r - y e a r  e x t e n s i o n .

I u r g e  y o u  t o  s u p p o r t  H B  16 b  w h i c h  w o u l d  a l l o w  f o r  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  
of t h e  B o a r d  of N u r s i n q  in t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  a n d  
e c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  t h u s  a l l o w i n q  t o r  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  p r o v i s i o n  
of e x c e l l e n t  c a r e  s o  we ll  d e s e r v e d  b y  c u e  c i t i z e n s  of A l a s k a .
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March 24, ■ 992 
Senator Drue Pearce 
Alaska State Legislature 
P.O. Box V(MS3100) 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Pearce,

As you are aware, the Governor has appointed a task force to evaluate all Boards 
and Commissions. As a result. HB 165. which renews the Alaska Board of 
Nursing for four years, remains irTthe"La5or & Commerce Committee. If HB 165 is 
not approved, the Board will cease to exist.

As a registered nurse, I urge you to support HB 165, and vote for full renewal for 
the Board of Nursing. As one of approximately 5,000 RNs in the state, I know how 
effective the board has been in implementing the Alaska Nurse Practice Act. The 
regulations written and approved by the Board are well respected and emulated 
throughout the country.

The Board has a major role in protecting the public from receiving care from 
unqualified or impaired nurses. The present structure allows for rapid, unbiased 
investigation and fair disciplinary action. A board with less equitable 
representation from the full range of nursing practice would be slower to respond 
to complaints from the public, as consultation from outside experts would have to 
obtained.

Your vote in granting the Board of Nursing full renewal allows the nursing 
community to continue to deliver safe, quality health care to all Alaskans.

Sincerely,
—\

fF~^ d  . t c W r »—  /?, fM. Cc <

Rosemary A. Timmerman R.N., CCRN 
P.O. Box 520153 
Big Lake. AK 99652



WAR 3 1 1092

M a r c h  24, 1992
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I am a r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e  w r i t i n g  to u r g e  yo u  to v o t e  for full

r e n e w a l  of  the A l a s k a  B o a r d  of N u r s i n g .  T h e  b o a r d  as it is

ha s b e e n  e f f e c t i v e  in its a b i l i t y  to g o v e r n  a n d  i m p l e m e n t

the N u r s e  P r a c t i c e  Act for o v e r  5 , 0 0 0  n u r s e s  s t a t e w i d e .  This

m u s t  c o n t i n u e  for q u a l i t y  n u r s i n g  s e r v i c e s  in A l a s k a ! !  T o g e t h e r

w i t h  the h i g h  v o l u m e  of  n u r s e s  an d  th e c o m p l e x i t y  of n u r s i n g

it is n e c e s s a r y  for n u r s e s  to h a v e  t h e i r  o w n  B o a r d  (ie n u r s i n g - -

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,e d u c a t i o n , N u r s e  P r a c t i t i o n e r s ,  s t a f f  & c h a r g e

n u r s e s - R N ' s  & L P N 's - , s u p e r v i s o r s , b u s h  n u r s i n g ,  n u r s e s  a i d e s /

a s s i s s t a n t s  a n d  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  n u r s i n g . )  As a b o a r d  of n u r s i n g  

r a p i d  an d fair d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n  is p o s s i b l e .  T h i s  w o u l d  not

be p o s s i b l e  w i t h  a c o m o m e d  b o a r d  as tne k n o w l e d g e  b a s e  w o u l d  not 

be a v a i l a b l e  or w o u l d  i n v o l v e  l o n g  p r o l o n g e d  r e s e a r c h  b e f o r e  a c t i o n  

c o u l d  be ta ken .

O t h e r  p r o f e s s i o n s  w i t h  s m a l l e r  n u m b e r s  of l i c e n s e d  m e m b e r s  

(MD's, P h a r m a c i s t s  etc) ma y  be a b l e  to be a c o m b i n e d  bo a r d .

T h e s e  do no t h a v e  t h e  cuump)  e x i ty of v a r i o u s  levc-is of f u n c t i o n  

as n u r s i n g  has. N u r s i n g  n e e d s  the B o a r d  of  N u r s i n g  as it is now. 

P l e a s e  v o t e  to c o n t i n u e  tie A l a s k a  B o a r d  of N u r s i n g .  S u p p o r t  

HB 165!!! T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  s u p p o r t .
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A p r i l  7 , 1 9 3 2

S e n a t o r  D r u e  P e a r c e  

A 1 a s> k u 9 1 a t e L e nisi a 1i1 r e 
J u o e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1 — 0001

Dear' Senator- P e a r c e :

J h a v e  r e v i e w e d  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t  i o n  t h a t  t h e  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  

be c o m b i n e d  w i t h  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  b o a r d s  i n t o  o n e  
c o n s o l  -i.dated C i t i z e n s  M e a l t h  B o a r d ,  a n d  T s t r o n g l y  o b j e c t  t o  

t h a t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n .  M y  r e a s o n s  a n d  c o n c e r n s  f o r  t h i s
0  b j s c  t i o n  i n c  1 u d e t h e f o 1 1 o w i n g :

1. T h e  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  n u r s i n g  p r a c t i c e  is a v e r y  corn p l o t
t a s k , a n d  is n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  p u b l i c 1 - h e a l t h .  
T h e  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  a c c o m p l i s h e s  t h i s  in s e v e r a l  
ways..

It a s s u r e s  t h a t  l i c e n s e d  n u r s e s  a r e  c o m p e t e n t  
t o  p r o v i d e  s a f e  a n d  e f f e c t i v e  n u r s i n g  c a r e  to 
t h e  pub! ie.
Tt d e v e l o p s  re -s.-insh1 ■-? a n d  u n i f o r m  s t a n d a r d s  For 

m i r s i n g  p r a c t i c e .
■- Tt f a c i l i t a t e s  a n  a d e q u a t e  s u p p l y  o f  n u r s e s  to

hieet t h e  h e a l t h  c a r e  n e e d s  w i t h i n  A l a s k a .

2 . T h e  B o a r d  a p p r o v e s  c u r r i c u l a  a n d  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  
n u r s i  an, e d u c a t  ion p r o g r a m s .

3 . T h e  B o a r d  i n v e s t i g a t e s  a l l e g e d  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  N u r s e  
Pi ■ f. : . grid t s k e s  d i s c i p l  L n a r y  action.

l . B u c h  a m u  11 i - p r o f e s s  i ovia 1 b o a r d  w o u l d  be u n w i e l d y  in 
a ip ii s hi ng  t h e  m u l t i p l e  r o l e s  that jr ?ni
f o r  s a f e  n u n s  i rig practice- in A l a s k a .  Tfc w o u l d  a l s o  be 

d i f f i c u l t  t o  h a v e  t h e s e  r o l e s  d o n e  in a t i m e l y  manner..

T h e  • • ur.«;.:•• !• i s v i a w  p r o c e s s  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  a 

r e g u l a t o r y  Lr  'icd Funrt io is in t h e  m a n n e r  For wh ich i t w a s  
•• • indi •••'•. dent sudi! wh i c h  w a s  c o m p l e t e d  in 1.9 >!

f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  w a s  f u n c t i o n i n g  well in i t’s 
r o  1 £?.

Tt s h o u l d  a 1 /•: s s n o t e d  t h a t  d u n  n o  F. V. t 9 9 n  a n d  1991 r.bout 

s e v e n t y  F i v e  (791 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  a n n u a l  c o s t  for  N u r s i n g  
B-v - rd act ivi'l i tss- w a s  c o v e r e d  Hy  r e v e n u e  g e n e r a t e d  f r o m  

n u r s i n g  1 i c e n s u r e  fees. T h e  p o t e n t i s 3  f or  full f i n a n c i a l  
s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  p-.--. -d o f  N u r s i n g  is t h ere .

As , pr~oFi-.‘ i or.a J w h o  h a s  w o r k e d  in fch*» f.ir-ld o f  oubl j c 
h r 1.1th i.'i AJ c.s.ka for 3-i ypo>’<- T h a v e  s e e n  d r a m a  I ic
1 i i i p r o i r  T h I: r a n g  1 y ut ge t h a t  t hi- B o a r d  o f  Mui si ng 1 .*!=>

1'fv.pwsC ... t h a t  all rit ir.ens o f  A l a s k a  c a n  c o n t  i m r e  f r« 
rr?r p i V ri g. -Anil a f e n u r s  i.ng care.

S i n c e r e l v ,

A. Gree. .mar, R. N. , M. P. H.



April 7,1992

S e n a t o r  D r u e  P e a r c e  
A 1a « k a  S t a t e  L e g i  s 1 a t u r e  
J u vi e a u , A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  --0001

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P e a r c e :

5 / ^ 7
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T h a v e  r e v i e w e d  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  B o a r d  o f  M u r a i n n  
be c o m b i n e d  w i t h  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  pr of essional, b o a r d s  i n t o  o n e  
c o n s o l i d a t e d  C i b i a e n s  H e a l t h  B o a r d ,  a n d  T s t r o n g l y  o b j e c t  t o  

t h a t  r e c o m m e n d a t  ion. M y  r e a s o n s  an d  c o n c e r n s  fo r  t h i s  
o b j e c t i o n  i n c l u d e  t h e  following!:

1 . T h e  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  n u r s i n g  p r a c t i c e  is a v e r y  c o m p l e x  

t a s k , a n d  is n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  p u b l i c’s h e a l th . 
T h e  B> vrd o f  N u r s i n g  ac co m p l i s h e s -  t h i s  in s e v e r a l  
ways.

•» It a s s u r e s  t h a t  l i c e n s e d  n u r s e s  a r e  comoeter.t 
t o  p r o v i d e  s a f e  a nd  e f f e c t i v e  n u r s i n g  c a r e  t o  

t h e  n u b 1 j c „
■* It d e v e l o p s  r e a s o n a b l e  and uni f o r m  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  

n 11 r s i. n g p r a c t i c e ..

•«• Tt f a c i l i t a t e s  a n  a d e q u a t e  s u p p l y  o f  n u r s e s  t o  
m e e t  th e h e a 'I t h c a r e  n  e e d s  w i t h i n A 1. a s k a .

2 . T h e  B o a r d  a p p r o v e s  c u r r i c u l a  a n d  s t a n d a r d s  for 
vrur-r i rii e d u c a t  i ovi p r o g r a m s .

3 . T h e  B o a r d  i n v e s t i g a t e s  a l l e g e d  vi o l a t  i o n  o f  th e  N u r s e  
P r a c t  i c e  Act, a n d  t a k e s  d i s c  i o 1 i n a r y  action..

4 . S u c h  a m u 11 i — p r o f e s s i o n a  I boat d w o u l d  be u n w i e l d y  i n 
a c c o m p l  i  s h  i nn t h e  m u  It i o l e  r o l e s  that a r e  e s s e n t i a l  
f o r  s a f e  n u r s i n g  p r a c t i c e  in A l a s k a .  It w o u l d  a l s o  be 

d i f f i c u l t  t o  h a v e  t h e s e  r o l e s  d o n e  in a t i m e l y  ma n n e r .

T h e  s u n s e t  r e v i e w  p r o c e s s  wa s e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  err u r e  that s 

r e g u l a t o r y  b o a r d  f u n c t i o n s  in t h e  m a n n e r  f o r  w h i c h  it w a s  
c r e a t e d .  T h e  i n d e p e n d e n t  a u d i t  w h i c h  w a s  c o m p l e t e d  in 1931 
f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  w a s  f u n c t i o n i n g  wetI in i t’s 
r o le.

It s h o u l d  a l s o  bo n o t e d  t h a t  d u r i n g  F.Y. 1 9 9 0  a n d  1991 abou t 

s e v e n t y  five (75) oorcerf:. o f  th e a n n u a l  coa t f o r  N u r s i n g  
B o a r d  a c t i v i t i e s  w a s  c o v e r e d  hv r e v e n u e  g e n e r a  ted from  
n u r s i n g  l i c e n s u r e  fees. T h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  full fir-em i.nl 

s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  Boar d o f  N u r s i n g  i-: ther e.

a p r o f e s s i o n a l  w h o  h a s  w o  - W e d  in t h e  f i el d o'' pub! ic 
h e a l t h  in A l a s k a  f o r  34 y e a r s  T h a v e  s e e n  d r a m a t i c  

.improvement - . T s t r o n g ! y  u r g e  th =»i. t h e  Bo.-<r'd o f  N u r s g m g  he 
, 'nffwed that; a 1 1 ei t.i rr-nn b f  A 1 -\■: ka e  in con t i n p e  t o  
r o r e v p  g o o d  a n d  s a f e  n u r s i n g  rare?.

9 i ncin'e 1 , /

A n n - a B o l  1 r» £ n r > h e r  f .  1!. , P .  A.



APR 1 4 1992

B e n a t o r  D r u e  P e a r c &
tt 1 a s k a S t a t e ! ..e g i s 1 at ur e

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  3 9 8 1 1 - 0 0 0 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r '  P e a r c e :

3 / a  a
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I h a v e  r e v i e w e d  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t  io n t h a t  t h e  B o a r d  o f N u r s i n g  
b e c o m b i n e d  w i t h  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  b o a r d s  i n t o  o n e  
c o n s o l i d a t e d  C i t i z e n s  H e a l t h  Board,, an d I s t r o n g l y  o b j e c t  to 

t h a t  recornnnenriation, M y  r e a s o n s  a n d  c o n c e r n s  f o r  t h i s  
o b j e c t i o n  i n c  I u d e t h e  f o 1 3. o w i n g  r,

I.. T h e  cegi.il at i on  o f  n u r s i n g  p r a c t i c e  is a v e r y  c o m p l e x

t a s k , a n d  is n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  p u b l i c’s h e a l t h .  
T h e  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  a c c o m p l i s h e s  t h i s  in s e v e r a l  

ways.

* It a s s u r e s  t h a t  1 .icensed n u r s e s  a r e  c o m p e t e n t  

t o  p r o v i d e  s a f e  a n d  e f f e c t i v e  n u r s i n g  c a r e  to 
t h e  pub li c.
It d e v e l o p s  r e a s o n a b l e  an d  u n i f o r m  s t a n d a r d s  for 
n u r s i n g p r a c 3; .i c e .,

* It f a c i l i t a t e s  an a d e q u a t e  s u p p l y  o f  n u r s e s  t o
m e e t  t h e  h e a l t h  c a r e  n e e d s  w i t h i n  A l a s k a .

2. T h e  B o a r d  a p p r o v e s  c u r r i c u l a  arid s t a n d a r d s  f o r  
n u r s i n g  eriucati o n  p r o g r a m s .

3 . T h e  B o a r d  i n v e s t i g a t e s  a l l e g e d  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  N u r s e  
P r a c t i c e  Act, a n d  t a k e s  d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n .

4. S u c h  a mu! t i - -p ro fe ss io na l b o a r d  w o u l d  b e  u n w i e l d y  in 
a c c o m p l  ish i rig t h e  m u l t  i p i c  r o l e s  t h a t  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  
f o r  s a f e  n u r s i n g  p r a c t i c e  in A l a s k a .  Tt w o n  1d a l s o  be 
d i f f i c u l t  t o  h a v e  t h e s e  r o l e s  d o n e  in t i m e l y  m a n n e r .

T h e  s u n s e t  r e v i e w  p r o c e s s  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  to e n s u r e  t h a t  a 

r e g u l a t o r y  b o a r d  f u n c t i o n s  in t h e  m a n n e r  f or  w h i c h  j 1; w a s  
c r e a t e d .  T h e  i nrtependenfc a u d i t  w h i c h  w a s  c o m p l e t e d  in 1991 
F o un d tha t th e B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  w a s  f u n c t i o n i n g  w e l l  in i t’s 

role.

Tt s h o u l d  a .1 s r .  be n o t e d  t h a t  d u r i n g  F. V. 1 9 9 0  and 139! ah. m t  

a e v e n t  y fiv e (75) p e r c e n t  o P t h e  a n n u s !  con-1 f or N u r ; inij 
Baar.l a c t i v i t i e s  w a s  c o v e r e d  by r e v e n u e  g e n e r a t e d  f r o m  

n u r s i n g  1 i c e n s u r e  fees. T h e  p o t e n t  i vi f o r  Full f i n a m  i ai 
s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  M u r s  i nn is there.

As a p r o f e s s i o n a l  w h o  lias w o r k e d  in t h e  F* e l d  o f  p u b l i c  

h e a l t h  in A l a s k a  f o r  34 y e a r  a 1 h a v e  s e e n  dmr.ial ir 
i m p r o v e m c n t  s. I st r o n g l y  u r g e  th at  thr- B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  b»  

r e n e w e d  s o  t h a t  all c i t i z e n s  o f  ftlaeka c a n  c o n t i n u e  to 
r e c e i v e  g o o d  arrd n a f o  n u r s i n g  care.

S i n c e r e l y ,

Mrii 'j o r  i e V a n K t ■ e n  R. N.



APS 3 6 199?

Walter J. Hickel
P H O N E  

(907) 561-4227

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a
o r n c e  O f  T H E  O O V t n N O B

Governor's Carmission
On Children & Youth 
3601 C St, Suite 742 
Anchorage, AK  99503

A p r i l  1 0 , 1 9 9 2

S e n a t o r  D r u e  P e a r c e

S e n a t e  L a b o r  & C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
S t a t e  C a p i t o l
J u n e a u ,  A k  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P e a r c e :

Y o u n g  r e s i d e n t s  a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  r i s k  b e c a u s e  9 0 %  o f  s m o k e r s  
b e g i n  c i g a r e t t e  a d d i c t i o n  b e f o r e  t h e y  r e a c h  t h e  a g e  o f  19.

In  o u r  s m a l l  s t a t e  w e  c o n t i n u e  t o  l o o s e  m a n y  p e o p l e  t o  c i g a r e t t e  
r e l a t e d  d e a t h s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  e a r l y  s t a r t  u p  o f  c h i l d r e n  s m o k i n g .  

C i g a r e t t e s  c a u s e  m o r e  p r e m a t u r e  d e a t h  t h a n  A I D S  o r  t h e  u s e  o f  
h e r o i n .

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  s u p p o r t s  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  C S H B 8 4  as  a p r a c t i c a l  
m e t h o d  o f  d e t e r r i n g  c h i l d r e n  f r o m  s m o k i n g  c i g a r e t t e s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

C o m m i s s i o n  o n  C h i l d r e n  an d  Y o u t h  
>/

cc: S e n a t o r  C o l l i n s
S e n a t o r  E l i a s o n  

S e n a t o r  H a l f o r d  
S e n a t o r  K e r t t u l a



237 East Third Avenue 
Anchorage,  Alaska 99501 

(907) 274-0827
. . o co n s titu en t o f  A m e ’ tcan N u rse t' A ssocia tion

urses

A p r i l  24, 1 9 9 2

S e n a t o r  D r u e  P e a r c e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P e a r c e :

T h e  A l a s k a  P u r s e s  A s s o c i a t i o n  u n d e r s t a n d s  that H B  165 ( r e l a t i n g  to 
t h e  B o a r d  of  N u r s i n g )  w i l l  be h e a r d  in the S e n a t e  L a b o r  & C o m m e r c e  
C o m m i t t e e  on F r i d a y  M a y  1, 1992. It is a l s o  cur u n d e r s t a n d i n g  that 
H B  382 ( r e l a t i n g  to th" P r a c t i c e  of M i d w i f e r y )  w i l l  be h e a r d  in t h e  
s a m e  c o m m i t t e e  o n  Weu, A p r i l  29, 1992. As I am  su r e  you a r e  a w a r e  
b o t h  of t h e s e  b i l l s  a r e  of i m p o r t a n c e  t o  o u r  m e m b e r s h i p .

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  r e q u e s t s  the o p p o r t u n i t y  for T e l e c o n f e r e n c i n g  of HB 
.165 in b o t h  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  F a i r b a n k s .  A d d i t i o n a l l y  w e  r e q u e s t  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  T e l e c o n f e r e n c i n g  of HB 382 in A n c h o r a g e .



E X E C U T I V E  S U M M A R Y

A m e r i c a ’s n u r s e s  h a v e  l o n g  s u p p o r t e d  o u r  n a t i o n ’s  e f f o r t s  to  c r e a t e  a  h e a l th  c a r e  s y s t e m  th a t  a s s u r e s  a c c e s s ,  q u a l i ty ,  a n d  
s e r v i c e s  a t  a f f o r d a b l e  c o s t s .  T h i s  d o c u m e n t  p r e s e n t s  n u r s i n g ’s a g e n d a  fo r  im m e d i a t e  h e a l t h  c a r e  r e f o rm .  W e  ca l l  f o r  a 
b a s i c  " c o r e "  o f  e s s e n t i a l  h e a l th  c a r e  s e r v i c e s  to b e  a v a i l a b l e  to  e v e r y o n e .  W e  c a l l  f o r  a  r e s t r u c t u r e d  h e a l t h  c a r e  s y s t e m  
th a t  w i l l  f o c u s  o n  th e  c o n s u m e r s  a n d  t h e i r  h e a l th ,  w i t h  s e r v i c e s  to  b e  d e l i v e r e d  in  f am i l i a r ,  c o n v e n i e n t  s i te s ,  s u c h  a s  
s c h o o l s ,  w o r k p l a c e s ,  a n d  h o m e s .  W e  ca l l  f o r  a  s h i f t  f r o m  th e  p r e d o m in a n t  f o c u s  o n  i l ln e s s  a n d  c u r e  to  a n  o r i e n t a t io n  
t o w a r d  w e l l n e s s  a n d  c a re ,  T h e  b a s i c  c o m p o n e n t s  o f  n u r s i n g ’s " c o r e  o f  c a r e "  in c lu d e :

■ A  r e s t r u c t u r e d  h e a l t h  c a r e  s y s t e m  w h ic h :

-- E n h a n c e s  c o n s u m e r  a c c e s s  to  s e r v i c e s  b y  d e l i v e r i n g  p r im a r y  h e a l t h  c a r e  in  c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d  s e t t i n g s .
-- F o s t e r s  c o n s u m e r  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  f o r  p e r s o n a l  h e a l th ,  s e l f  c a re ,  a n d  i n f o rm e d  d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g  in  s e l e c t i n g  h e a l t h  c a r e

s e r v i c e s .
-- F a c i l i t a t e s  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  th e  m o s t  c o s t- e f fec t iv e  p r o v i d e r s  a n d  t h e r a p e u t i c  o p t i o n s  in  the  m o s t  a p p r o p r i a t e  s e t t i n g s .

h  A  fed e r a l ly - d e f in e d  s t a n d a r d  p a c k a g e  o f  e s s e n t i a l  h e a l th  c a r e  s e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e  to  a ll c i t i z e n s  a n d  r e s i d e n t s  o f  th e
U n i t e d  S ta t e s ,  p r o v i d e d  a n d  f i n a n c e d  t h r o u g h  a n  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  p l a n s  a n d  s o u r c e s :

-- A  p u b l i c  p la n ,  b a s e d  o n  fe d e r a l  g u id e l in e s  a n d  e l i g ib i l i t y  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  w i l l  p r o v i d e  c o v e r a g e  f o r  th e  p o o r  a n d  c r e a t e  
th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  fo r  sm a l l  b u s in e s s e s  a n d  in d iv id u a l s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  th o se  a t r i s k  b e c a u s e  o f  p r e e x i s t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  an  
t h o s e  p o t e n t i a l l y  m ed ic a l l y  i n d ig e n t ,  to  b uy  i n to  th e  p lan .

— A  p r i v a t e  p l a n  w i l l  o f f e r ,  a t  a  m i n im u m ,  th e  n a t io n a l ly  s t a n d a r d i z e d  p a c k a g e  o f  e s s e n t i a l  s e r v i c e s .  T h i s  s t a n d a r d  
p a c k a g e  c o u ld  b e  e n r i c h e d  a s  a  b e n e f i t  o f  e m p lo y m e n t  o r  in d iv id u a l s  c o u ld  p u r c h a s e  a d d i t i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  i f  t h e y  s o  
c h o o s e .  I f  e m p lo y e r s  d o  n o t  o f f e r  p r i v a t e  c o v e r a g e ,  th ey  m u s t  p a y  in to  th e  p u b l i c  p l a n  f o r  t h e i r  e m p lo y e e s .

n  A  pha se- in  o f  e s s e n t i a l  s e r v i c e s ,  in  o r d e r  to  be  f i s c a l ly  r e s p o a s i b l e :

— C o v e r a g e  o f  p r e g n a n t  w o m e n  a n d  c h i l d r e n  is  c r i t i c a l .  T h i s  f i r s t  s t e p  r e p r e s e n t s  a co s t- e f fe c t iv e  i n v e s tm e n t  in  the  
f u t u r e  h e a l t h  a n d  p ro s p e r i t y  o f  th e  n a t io n .

— O n e  e a r l y  s t e p  w i l l  b e  to  d e s i g n  s e r v i c e s  s p e c i f i c a l ly  to  a s s i s t  v u ln e r a b l e  p o p u l a t i o n s  w h o  h a v e  h a d  l im i t e d  a c c e s s  
to  o u r  n a t i o n ' s  h e a l th  c a r e  s y s t e m .  A  "H e a l t h s t a r t  P l a n "  is p r o p o s e d  to  im p r o v e  th e  h e a l t h  s ta tu s  o f  th e s e  
i n d iv id u a l s .

■ P l a n n e d  c h a n g e  to  a n t i c ip a t e  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e  n e e d s  tha t  c o r r e l a t e  w i t h  c h a n g in g  n a t io n a l  d e m o g r a p h i c s .

■ S te p s  to  r e d u c e  h e a l t h  c a r e  c o s t s  i n c lu d e :

-- R e q u i r e d  u s a g e  o f  m a n a g e d  c a r e  in th e  p u b l i c  p l a n  a n d  e n c o u r a g e d  in p r i v a t e  p l a n s .
-  I n c e n t i v e s  f o r  c o n s u m e r s  a n d  p r o v i d e r s  to  u t i l i z e  m an a g e d  c a r e  a r r a n g e m e n t s .
-- C o n t r o l l e d  g r o w t h  o f  the  h e a l t h  c a r e  s y s t e m  t h r o u g h  p l a n n in g  a n d  p r u d e n t  r e s o u r c e  a l l o c a t i o n .
-- I n c e n t i v e s  fo r  c o n s u m e r s  a n d  p r o v i d e r s  to  b e  m o r e  c o s t  e f f ic i e n t  in  e x e r c i s i n g  h e a l t h  c a r e  o p t io n s .
-- D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  h e a l th  c a r e  p o l i c i e s  b a s e d  o n  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  a n d  o u t c o m e s  r e s e a r c h .
-- A s s u r a n c e  o f  d i r e c t  a c c e s s  to  a  fu l l  r a n g e  o f  q u a l i f i e d  p ro v id e r s .
-- E l im in a t i o n  o f  u n n e c e s s a r y  b u r e a u c r a t i c  c o n t r o l s  a n d  a d m in i s t r a t i v e  p r o c e d u r e s .

■ C a s e  m a n a g e m e n t  w i l l  h e  r e q u i r e d  fo r  t h o s e  w i t h  c o n t in u in g  h e a l t h  c a r e  n e e d s .  C a s e  m a n a g e m e n t  w i l l  r e d u c e  the 
f r a g m e n t a t i o n  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  s y s t em ,  p r o m o t e  c o n s u m e r s ’ a c t iv e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in d e c i s i o n s  a b o u t  t h e i r  h e a l th ,  a n d  c r e a t e  
a n  a d v o c a t e  o n  t h e i r  o eh a l f .

■ P r o v i s io n s  fo r  lo ng- te rm  ca re ,  w h i c h  in c lu d e :

-- P u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  fu n d in g  fo r  s e r v i c e s  o f  s h o r t  d u r a t i o n  to  p r e v e n t  p e r s o n a l  im p o v e r i s h m e n t .
-  P u b l i c  f u n d in g  f o r  e x te n d e d  c a r e  i f  c o n s u m e r  r e s o u r c e s  a r e  e x h a u s t e d .
-  E m p h a s i s  o n  th e  c o n s u m e r s ’ r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  to  f i n a n c ia l l y  p l a n  f o r  th e i r  l o ng- te rm  c a r e  n e ed s ,  i n c l u d in g  n e w  p e r s o n a l  

f in an c ia l  a l t e r n a t i v e s  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n e d  p r i v a t e  i n s u r a n c e  a r r a n g e m e n t s .

■ I n s u r a n c e  r e f o rm s  to a s s u r e  im p r o v e d  a c c e s s  to c o v e r a g e ,  i n c lu d in g  a f f o r d a b l e  p r e m i u m s ,  r e i n s u r a n c e  p o o l s  fo r  
c a t a s t r o p h i c  c o v e r a g e ,  a n d  o t h e r  s te p s  to  p r o t e c t  b o th  i n s u r e r s  a n d  i n d i v i J u a l s  a g a i n s t  e x c e s s i v e  c o s t s .

■ A c c e s s  to  s e rv  ic e s  a s s u r e d  b y  no  p a y m en t  at th e  p o in t  o f  s e r v i c e  a n d  e l im in a t i o n  o f  b a l a n c e  b i l l in g  in b o th  p u b l i c  a n d  
p r i v a t e  p la n s .

*  E s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  p u b l i c  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  r e v iew  -- o p e r a t i n g  u n d e r  f e d e ra l  g u i d e l i n e s  a n d  i n c lu d in g  p a y e r s ,  p r o v id e r s ,  
a n d  c o n s u m e r s  -  to  d e t e rm i n e  r e s o u r c e  a l lo c a t io n ,  c o s t  r e d u c t i o n  a p p r o a c h e s ,  a l l o w a b l e  i n s u r a n c e  p r e m i u m s ,  a n d  t a i r  and  
c o n s i s te n t  r e im b u r s e m e n t  l ev e l s  f o r  p r o v i d e r s .  T h i s  r e v ie w  w o u l d  p r o g r e s s  in a c l im a t e  s e n s i t i v e  to  e th i c a l  i s s u e s .

A d d i t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e s  w i l l  be  r e q u i r e d  to  a c c o m p l i s h  th is  p lan .  W h i l e  s ig n i f i c a n t  d o l l a r s  c an  be  o b t a i n e d  t h r o u g h  
r e s t r u c tu r i n g  a n d  o t h e r  s t r a t e g i c s ,  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  f o r  a n y  new fund s  m u s t  be s h a r e d  by  i n d iv id u a l s ,  e m p lo y e r s ,  a n d  
g o v e r n m e n t ,  p h a s e d  in  o v e r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  to  m i n im i z e  the im p ac t .

Copyright IMI. American Yan. < \>\iicialinn ll'N-H VH. OrJcr l-SU0'637-O3!J.



F I S C A L  N O T E BILL NO HB 165STATE OF ALASKA 
1992 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Revisioq Date. 04/27/92_______________________ . Department Affected: Commerce & Economic Development
Title’ An Act extending the Board of Nursing...._______BRU: Occupational Licensing_____________________ ________

Component: Administration

Sponsor:
Requestor:

House Rules/Governor
Senate Labor & Commerce COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97 FY 98
PERSONAL SERVICES 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0
TRAVEL 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0
CONTRACTUAL 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0
SUPPLIES 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0
EQUIPMENT 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0
LAND & STRUCTURES 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0
GRANTS. CLAIMS 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0
MISCELLANEOUS 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0
TOTAL OPERATING 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0

CAPITAL 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0.0

REVENUE 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0

FEDERAL FUNDS 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0

OTHER 0 . 0 0 . 0

o
•

o

0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0

TOTAL 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME 0 . G 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0

PART-TIME 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0

TEMPORARY 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0

Estimate of current year impact: N o n e

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
Funding for the Board of Nursing is included in the department’s FY 93 operating budget request and, 
therefore, new funds are not required. Estimated costs for the Board of Nursing are explained on 
die attached page.

Prepared By: 
Division:
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Date:
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CO N TIN U A TIO N  O F FISC A L  N O TE ANALYSIS - HB 165

The Division of Occupational Licensing, Department o f Commerce & Economic Development, 
is funded primarily by program receipts generated from licensing fees. All licensing programs 
share in the responsibility of covering administrative costs which are based on the number of 
current program licensees divided by the total number of current division licensees plus, the 
direct program costs.

BOARD OF NURSING

Average Annual Cost: $ 457.6

Average Annual Revenue: $ 346.8

The Division o f Occupational Licensing is currently working on a regulation project that will 
adjust licensing fees so that revenue will cover or come close to reflecting the entire costs of 
administering the program.

Page 2 of 2
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H B  165: "An Act extending the Board of Nursing in the
Department of Commerce and Economic Development;
and providing for an effective date."

The Board of Nursing is responsible for the regulation and licensing of the 
nursing profession in the state. Under AS 08.03.010(c)(15), the Board of 
Nursing terminated on June 30, 1991. HB 165 will extend the termination date 
of the board to June 30, 1995. The statutory authority in Section 1 of the bill 
requires a correction to reflect the appropriate subsection for ti  e Board of 
Nursing which should read: AS 08.03.010(c)(15).

There are approximately 6,169 nurses licensed in Alaska. The department 
concurs with the findings documented in the performance audit conducted by 
the Division of Legislative Audit; in particular, that the board is necessary to 
protect the public’s health, safety, and welfare, therefore, the board should be 
reestablished.

The department strongly supports continuation of the Board of Nursing and 
requests favorable support in passage of HB 165.

Glenn A. Olds, Commissioner

Date:

GAO/JS/dgl9428D-l
042892b
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N A R R A T I V E  S U M M A R Y

T h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  is g l a d  t o  p r o v i d e  y o u  w i t h  t h e  
A n n u a l  R e p o r t  f o r  F i s c a l  Y e a r  1991. T h i s  A n n u a l  R e p o r t  
r e f l e c t s  t h e  B o a r d ' s  c o n t i n u e d  a t t e n t i o n  a n d  s u p p o r t  f o r  
a c c e p t a b l e  s t a n d a r d s  in n u r s i n g  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  n u r s i n g  p r a c t i c e  
in A l a s k a .  T h e  m e m b e r s  of t h e  B o a r d  t a k e  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  p u b l i c  s e r i o u s l y  a n d  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  a n o t h e r  
y e a r  o f  s e r v i c e  to t h e  A l a s k a n  c o n s u m e r s  of  n u r s i n g  care.

M e m b e r s h i p  o n  t h e  B o a r d  of  N u r s i n g  r e m a i n e d  c o n s t a n t  t h i s  
year. T h r e e  m e m b e r s  h a v e  t e r m s  e x p i r i n g  M a r c h  31, 1991,
h o w e v e r ,  a r e  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  s e r v e  u n t i l  G o v e r n o r  W a l t e r  H i c k e l  
r e p l a c e s  them.

T h e  B o a r d  of  N u r s i n g  c o n d u c t e d  t h r e e  t w o - d a y  m e e t i n g s  a n d  h e l d  
t w o  t e l e p h o n e  c o n f e r e n c e  calls. O n e  c o n f e r e n c e  c a l l  w a s  a 
r e g u l a r l y  s c h e d u l e d  m e e t i n g  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  w a s  to  t a k e  a c t i o n  
o n  d i s c i p l i n a r y  m a t t e r s .  A  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  i s s u e s  w a s  a d d r e s s e d  
b y  t h e  B o a r d  a t  i t s  m e e t i n g s  a n d  is d e t a i l e d  in t h e  r e v i e w  of  
p r i o r  y e a r  o b j e c t i v e s .

T h e  i n f l u x  of r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e s  l e v e l e d  o f f  t h i s  y e a r  e v e n  
t h o u g h  s e v e r a l  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  s t i l l  u s i n g  t r a v e l i n g  n u r s e s  to 
s u p p l e m e n t  staff. T h e  n u r s i n g  s h o r t a g e  h a s  e n c o u r a g e d  m o r e  
L P N ' s  t o  m a k e  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  to R N  t h r o u g h  a d d i t i o n a l  f o r m a l  
e d u c a t i o n .  N e w  s t r a t e g i e s  a r e  b e i n g  u s e d  to a t t e m p t  t o  g e t  
n u r s i n g  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  in t o  s m a l l e r  A l a s k a  c o m m u n i t i e s  in 
o r d e r  t o  h e l p  i n c r e a s e  t h e  l o cal s u p p l y  of r e g i s t e r e d  n u r ses.

T h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  s e r v i n g  d u r i n g  FY 91 
i n c l u d e d :

J a n e t  B u n e s s ,  RN,
L o u i s e  Dean, P u b l i c  M e m b e r  
T i n a  D e L a p p ,  RN, E d D  
K a t h i  H e w i t t ,  L P N
G a i l  S t e w a r t ,  RN, ANP, C h a i r p e r s o n
M a r y  S t r o e i n g ,  R N
G e o r g i a n n a  W a s k e y ,  P u b l i c  M e m b e r

D i v i s i o n  o f  O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  s t a f f  a s s i s t i n g  t h e  B o a r d  
o f  N u r s i n g  d u r i n g  FY 91 were:

G a i l  M. M c G u i l l , RN, E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y
K y m  W a l k e r ,  L i c e n s i n g  E x a m i n e r
L i n d a  Gohl, L i c e n s i n g  E x a m i n e r
D o r o t h y  Fulton, RN, N u r s e  A i d e  P r o g r a m  M a n a g e r
K e v i n  H e n d e r s o n ,  R e g u l a t i o n s  S p e c i a l i s t
D o r o t h y  H a n s e n ,  I n v e s t i g a t o r
R o b e r t  H a r r i n g t o n ,  I n v e s t i g a t o r
G a r y  V e r e s ,  C h i e f  I n v e s t i g a t o r

T h e  B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  a l s o  r e c o g n i z e s  and a p p r e c i a t e s  the
a s s i s t a n c e  to the B o a r d  and s t a f f  b y  A s s i s t a n t  A t t o r n e y s
G e n e r a l  L i n d a  O ' B a n n o n  a n d  M a r y  Pinkie.
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T h e  l i c e n s i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  for t h e  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  c a n  be 
r e v i e w e d  o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  pages. T a b l e  I p r o v i d e s  i n f o r m a t i o n  
o n  t h e  n u m b e r  of  p e r m i t s  a n d  l i c e n s e s  i s s u e d  d u r i n g  f i s c a l  
y e a r  1991. T h i s  t a b l e  a l s o  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  a c t i v e  
l i c e n s e e s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  n u m b e r s  o f  a d v a n c e d  n u r s e  
p r a c t i t i o n e r s  a n d  r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e  a n e s t h e t i s t s .

T h e  n u m b e r  o f  r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e s  l i c e n s e d  d e c l i n e d  o v e r  FY 90 
b u t  r e m a i n e d  s t a b l e  for p r a c t i c a l  n u r s e s .  T h e  d e c r e a s e  in 
r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e s  w a s  20% f r o m  FY  90; h o w e v e r ,  w a s  s t i l l  
h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  years.

A  r e v i e w  of T a b l e  II, F i v e  Y e a r  S u m m a r y  F Y  jl987-1991 s h o w s  an 
a v e r a g e  o f  549 R N /s a n d  86 L P N ' s  p e r  y e a r  in t h e  f i v e  y e a r s  
f r o m  1 9 8 7 - 1 9 9 1 .

T a b l e  III, D i s c i p l i n a r y  S u m m a r y  a n d  T a b l e  IV, E n f o r c e m e n t  
A c t i v i t y  p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and 
l i t i g a t i o n  a c t i v i t y  for FY 91.

I n c l u d e d  in t h i s  s e c t i o n  is T a b l e  V  w h i c h  r e p o r t s  s t a t i s t i c s  
fo r  n u r s e  a i d e  a c t i v i t y  for FY 91.

B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  A c t i v i t y

STATISTICAL OVERVIEW

General Statistics

T h e  B o a r d  of  N u r s i n g  m e t  f i v e  t i m e s  d u r i n g  FY  91. 
T h e  d a t e s  a n d  p l a c e s  were:

S e p t e m b e r  6, 7, 
N o v e m b e r  1, 31, 
F e b r u a r y  21, 22

M a r c h  28, 1991 
M a y  9, 1991

1 9 9 0  S o l d o t n a  
19 9 0  A n c h o r a g e  
1 9 9 1  A n c h o r a g e  T e l e c o n f e r e n c e  m e e t i n g :  

i n c l u d e d  A n c h o r a g e ,  F a i r b a n k s ,  Mt. 
V i l l a g e  & W r a n g e l l  
A n c h o r a g e
T e l e c o n f e r e n c e  m e e t i n g :  i n c l u d e d  
A n c h o r a g e ,  F a i r b a n k s ,  J u n e a u ,  Mt. 
V i l l a g e  & W r a n g e l l
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T a b l e  I

L I C E N S I N G  A C T I V I T Y  
F I S C A L  Y E A R  E N D I N G  J U N E  30, 1 9 9 1

A C T I V I T Y  FY 91 R N ' s

T e m p o r a r y  P e r m i t s  I s s u e d b y  E x a m 64

T e m p o r a r y  P e r m i t s  I s s u e d b y  E n d o r s e m e n t 316

T O T A L  P E R M I T S 380

L i c e n s e d  b y  E x a m i n a t i o n 85

L i c e n s e d  b y  E n d o r s e m e n t 512

T O T A L  L I C E N S E D  D U R I N G  FY 91 597

A c t i v e  L i c e n s e s 4 , 7 7 5

L a p s e d 9, 504

G R A N D  T O T A L  L I C E N S E D  S I N C E  1941 14 , 2 7 9

L P N / S

A D V A N C E D  P R A C T I C E  A U T H O R I Z A T I O N S  FY 91
A N P R N A

T e m p o r a r y  P e r m i t s 4

P r e c e p t o r s h i p  P e r m i t s 2

I n i t i a l  A u t h o r i z a t i o n s 21

A c t i v e  A u t h o r i z a t i o n s 159

L a p s e d 78

G r a n d T o t a l 237

N O T E : A d v a n c e d  N u r s e  P r a c t i t i o n e r ( A N P ) ,
A n e s t h e t i s t s  (RNA)
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TA B LE  I I

N U R S E  L I C E N S I N G  A C T I V I T Y  

F I V E  Y E A R  S U M M A R Y  F Y  1987 - 19 9 1

R e g i s t e r e d  N u r s e  1987 1988 1989 1990

E n d o r s e m e n t  328 383 465 654

E x a m  88 67 75 89

T O T A L  416 450 540 743

L i c e n s e d  P r a c t i c a l  N u r s e  1987 1988 1989 1990

E n d o r s e m e n t  44 56 84 95

E x a m  _____9  10 ___ 14 ___12

T O T A L  53____ ___ 66 98 107

F i v e  Y e a r  A v e r a g e  R e g i s t e r e d  N u r s e s
L i c e n s e d  p e r  y e a r  L i c e n s e d  P r a c t i c a l  N u r s e s
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512
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597

1991

81
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106
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Table III

B O A R D  O F  N U R S I N G  

D I S C I P L I N A R Y  S U M M A R Y  

FY 91

I n v e s t i g a t i o n s

C a s e s  P e n d i n g  J u l y  1, 1 9 9 0  24

N e w  C a s e s  O p e n e d  D u r i n g  F Y  91 27

C a s e s  C l o s e d  21

C a s e s  C l o s e d  W i t h o u t  A c t i o n  15

C a s e s  F o r w a r d e d  t o  L i t i g a t i o n   2_
(i.e., F o r m a l  A c t i o n  B e i n g  P u rsued)

T o t a l  N u m b e r  of C a s e s  u n d e r
I n v e s t i g a t i o n  as o f  J u n e  30, 1 9 9 1  30

L i t i g a t i o n

C a s e s  P e n d i n g  J u l y  1, 1 9 9 0   0_

C a s e s  O p e n e d  D u r i n g  FY 91  2_

D i s c i p l i n e  I m p o s e d   L_
T o t a l  N u m b e r  of C a s e s  in L i t i g a t i o n  as of

J u n e  30, 1991  1_

O n g o i n g  D i s c i p l i n a r y  M o n i t o r i n g

C a s e s  P e n d i n g  J u l y  1, 1 9 9 0  16

D i s c i p l i n e  C a s e s  T r a n s f e r r e d  t o  M o n i t o r i n g
in 1991  2_

M o n i t o r e d  C a s e s  C l o s e d   fL_

T o t a l  N u m b e r  of C a s e s  B e i n g
M o n i t o r e d  as of J u n e  30, 1991  14.
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j)

_o

_o

A

_o

0_

2_

0.

0_

0_

2_

0

T a b l e  I V

A c c u s a t i o n s

C e a s e  a n d  D e s i s t  O r d e r s

L i c e n s e s  D e n i e d  ( S t a t e m e n t  of Issues)

L i c e n s e s  S u s p e n d e d  ( I n c l u d i n g  S u m m a r y  
S u s p e n s i o n )

L i c e n s e s  R e v o k e d

M e m o r a n d u m s  of A g r e e m e n t

S t i p u l a t i o n s

L e t t e r s  of R e p r i m a n d

P r o b a t i o n

F i n e s

C a s e s  D i s m i s s e d  (by AG)

H e a r i n g s

L i c e n s e s  S u r r e n d e r e d  

C o m p l i a n c e

. S TATE OF A LA S K A

ENFORCEMENT A C T IV IT Y

FY 9 1
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Examination Statistics

T h e  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  in c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  D i v i s i o n  of 
O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  a d m i n i s t e r e d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  L i c e n s i n g  
E x a m i n a t i o n  f o r  l i c e n s u r e  b y  e x a m  f o r  p r a c t i c a l  n u r s e s  and 
r e g i s t e r e d  n u r ses. E x a m i n a t i o n s  w e r e  a d m i n i s t e r e d  a c c o r d i n g  to 
c o n t r a c t  a n d  s e c u r i t y  m e a s u r e s  w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  S t a t e  
B o a r d s  of N u r s i n g  b y  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y ,  P r o g r a m  M a n a g e r  
L i c e n s i n g  E x a m i n e r ,  B o a r d  M e m b e r s  a n d  R e g i s t e r e d  N u r s e  Proctors. 
T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e  d a t e s  a n d  p l a c e s  t h a t  t h e  e x a m s  f o r  th i s  
r e p o r t i n g  p e r i o d  w e r e  given:

J u l y  11-12, 1990 S e r i e s 790 (RN) A n c h o r a g e ,  J u n e a u  a n d
F a i r b a n k s

O c t o b e r  16, 1990 S e r i e s 090 (PN) A n c h o r a g e  and J u n e a u
F e b r u a r y  5-6, 1991 S e r i e s 291 (RN) A n c h o r a g e  a n d J u n e a u
A p r i l  16, 1991 S e r i e s 491 (PN) A n c h o r a g e

T a b l e  VI, E x a m R e s u l t s for A l a s k a C a n d i d a t e s , p r o v i d e s
i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  p a s s  r a t e  for f i r s t  t i m e  a n d  o t h e r
c a n d i d a t e s  o n  all e x a m s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  in A l a s k a .  I n f o r m a t i o n  
is p r o v i d e d  on t h e  n u m b e r  of f i r s t  t i m e  c a n d i d a t e s  t a k i n g  t h e  
e x a m  w h o  a r e  g r a d u a t e s  of a sc h o o l  of  n u r s i n g  in t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s .  T h e  o t h e r  c a t e g o r y  i n c l u d e s  c a n d i d a t e s  w h o  a r e
r e p e a t i n g  t h e  e x a m  a n d / o r  w h o  h a v e  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  f o r e i g n  
s c h o o l s  o f  n u r s i n g .

T a b l e  VII, A l a s k a  S c h o o l s  o f  N u r s i n g  E x a m  R e s u l t s ,  d a t a  s h o w s  
t h e  p e r c e n t a g e s  of  p a s s i n g  s c o r e s  f o r  A l a s k a  c a n d i d a t e s  on 
e x a m s  g i v e n  in t h e  state. T h e s e  t a b l e s  r e f l e c t  i n f o r m a t i o n  
f or U n i v e r s i t y  of A l a s k a  g r a d u a t e s  f r o m  t h e  B S N  a n d  A D N  
p r o g r a m s  as w e l l  a s  for E v e r e t t  C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e  g r a d u a t e s
w h o  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  K e t c h i k a n  p r ogram.

T h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  of A l a s k a  
g r a d u a t e s  on t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  is i m p o r t a n t  to t h e  B o a r d  of
N u r s i n g  w h e n  t h e y  r e v i e w  t h e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m s .
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Table V

N U R S E  A I D E  A C T I V I T Y  

FY 91

N u r s e  A i d e s  C e r t i f i e d :
b y  E x a m i n a t i o n  283
b y  D e e m e d  S t a t u s  245
b y  E n d o r s e m e n t  119

T o t a l  C e r t i f i e d  t o  R e g i s t r y  647

G r a n d  T o t a l  1 , 166
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TA B LE  V I

E X A M  R E S U L T S  F O R  A L A S K A  C A N D I D A T E S  

R E S U L T S  O F  R N  E X A M  BY T Y P E  O F  C A N D I D A T E

S e r i e s  # 1st t i m e  # P a s s  % P a s s  # O t h e r s  # P a s s  % P a s s

790 62 60 97% 21 4 19%

2 9 1  14 14 100% 14 7 50%

T o t a l  76 74 97% 35 11 31%

R E S U L T S  O F  F N  E X A M  BY T Y P E  O F  C A N D I D A T E

S e r i e s  # 1 s t  T i m e  # P a s s  % P a s s  # O t h e r  r P a s s  % P a s s

090 9 7 78% 9 4 44%

4 9 1  11 11 100% 6 3 50%

T o t a l  20 18 90% 15 7 47%

Note: A l a s k a  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  a p r a c t i c a l  n u r s e  e d u c a t i o n
p r o g r a m .
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TABLE VII

A L A S K A  S C H O O L S  O F  N U R S I N G  E X A M  R E S U L T S  
F i r s t  T i m e  C a n d i d a t e s

S e r i e s
790 S c h o o l

E v e r e t t  C o m m u n i t y  
C o l l e g e  ( K e t c h i k a n  
ca m pus)

U n i v .  o f  A l a s k a  
A D N

U n i v .  o f  A l a s k a  
B S N

A l a s k a  T o t a l

A l l  U.S. 
J u r i s d i c t i o n s

M

5

29

17

51

5 2 , 2 8 6

N P a s s e d  

5

27

17

49

4 8 , 0 3 2

% P a s s e d  

100%

93%

100%

96%

92%

S e r i e s
291

U n i v .  of  A l a s k a  
B S N

A l a s k a  T o t a l

A l l  U.S. 
J u r i s d i c t i o n s

12

12

15 , 1 9 2

12

12

1 3 , 8 4 5

100%

1 0 0 %

91%
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S U N S E T  A U D I T  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

T h e  D i v i s i o n  of  L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t  r e l e a s e d  t h e  A u d i t  R e p o r t  on 
t h e  B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  o n  O c t o b e r  11, 1990.

T h e  r e p o r t  c o n c l u d e d  t h e  B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  s h o u l d  b e  
r e e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  e i g h t  years. T h i s  w a s  b a s e d  u p o n  t h e  
a u d i t o r s '  c o n c l u s i o n s .  T h e  B o a r d  of  N u r s i n g  h a s  c o n s i s t e n t l y  
b e e n  f o u n d  t o  s a t i s f y  a p u b l i c  p u r p o s e  and t h e  B o a r d ' s  
b u s i n e s s  is c o n d u c t e d  in a p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  c o m p e t e n t  a n d  
e f f i c i e n t  m a n n e r .

No  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  for i m p r o v e m e n t  w e r e  made.
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R E V I E W  O F  P R I O R  Y E A R  O B J E C T I V E S

FY 90

1. O b j e c t i v e : T h e  B o a r d  of  N u r s i n g  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  define, 
r e v i e w ,  m a i n t a i n ,  d e v e l o p  a n d  i n t e r p r e t  s t a n d a r d s  of n u r s i n g  
c a r e  t h a t  p r o t e c t  t h e  A l a s k a  c o n s u m e r .

A c t i o n s :

T h i s  o b j e c t i v e  is s e e n  b y  t h e  B o a r d  as o n e  of its m o s t
i m p o r t a n t  c o n t i n u i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  T h e  B o a r d  a d v i s e s  
s t a f f  on i s s u e s  r e l a t e d  t o  s c o p e  of  p r a c t i c e .  T h i s  y e a r  t h e  
B o a r d  d e n i e d  e x p a n d i n g  t h e  R N  s c o p e  t o  i n c l u d e  s u t u r i n g .  T h e  
B o a r d  s u p p o r t e d  e x p a n s i o n  of  p r a c t i c e  t o  l e g a l l y  a l l o w  
R e g i s t e r e d  N u r s e s  t o  p r o n o u n c e  d e a t h  u n d e r  c e r t a i n
c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  T h e  A l a s k a  N u r s e s  A s s o c i a t i o n  p u r s u e d  a 
l e g i s l a t i v e  c h a r g e  to a l l o w  t h i s  p r a c t i c e  a n d  w e r e  s u c c e s s f u l .

T h e  B o a r d  a l s o  a d d r e s s e d  i s s u e s  r e l a t e d  to A d v a n c e d  N u r s e  
P r a c t i t i o n e r  s c o p e  of p r a c t i c e .  T h e  B o a r d s  a c t i o n s  b a s e d  u p o n  
t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  do  n o t  a l l o w  A N P ' s  to p r a c t i c e  o u t s i d e  the
s c o p e  i d e n t i f i e d  b y  t h e  c e r t i f y i n g  body.

T h e  E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y  c o n t i n u o u s l y  r e s p o n d s  t o  i n q u i r i e s  
r e g a r d i n g  s c o p e  of p r a c t i c e  i s s u e s  b y  u t i l i z i n g  t h e  B o a r d ' s  
p o s i t i o n  s t a t e m e n t  " R e g i s t e r e d  N u r s e  a n d  A d v a n c e d  N u r s e  
P r a c t i t i o n e r  S c o p e s  o f  P r a c t i c e "  a n d  p a s t  i n t e r p r e t i v e  
s t a t e m e n t s .

2. O b j e c t i v e :

T h e  B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  D i v i s i o n  of O c c u p a t i o n a l  
L i c e n s i n g  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to l i c e n s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  in a t i m e l y
m a n n e r  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  a n d  R e g u l a t i o n s  and 
B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  Policy.

A c t i o n s :

T h e  L i c e n s i n g  E x a m i n e r  for t h e  B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  p r o c e s s e s  all 
a p p l i c a t i o n s  for l i c e n s u r e .  C o m p l e t e d  f i les are r e v i e w e d  by 
t h e  E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y ,  P r o g r a m  M a n a g e r  o r  B o a r d  m e m b e r s  and 
a p p r o v e d  for l i c e n s u r e  as a p p r o p r i a t e .  All a p p l i c a t i o n s  w h i c h  
fall o u t  of t h e  p a r a m e t e r s  a r e  r e v i e w e d  a n d  a c t e d  u p o n  b y  the 
Board. T h e  full B o a r d  a c t e d  u p o n  t h r e e  R N  a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  two 
LPN a p p l i c a t i o n s  a n d  o n e  A N P  a p p l i c a t i o n .

T h e  B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  c o n t i n u e s  to c o n t r a c t  w i t h  the N a t i o n a l  
C o u n c i l  S t a t e  B o a r d s  o f  N u r s i n g  for u s e  of the n a t i o n a l  
l i c e n s i n g  e x a m s  for r e g i s t e r e d  and p r a c t i c a l  n u r s i n g .  In 
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t ,  the B o a r d  
n o m i n a t e d  i n t e r e s t e d  r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e s  for s e r v i c e  as c o n t e n t  
e x p e r t s  a n d  i t e m  w r i t e r s .  T h e  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  c h o s e  M a r y  Sue 
N i k o d y m ,  RN  of W r a n g e l l  to s e r v e  as a P r a c t i c a l  N u r s e  item 
w r i t e r .
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It is a p p r o p r i a t e  h e r e  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  r e s u l t s  of  t h e  C o n t i n u e d  
C o m p e t e n c y  A u d i t s .  T h e  a u d i t  w a s  m a n a g e d  d i f f e r e n t l y  for t h i s  
m o s t  r e c e n t  r e newal. T h e  r a n d o m  s e l e c t i o n  w a s  c h o s e n  p r i o r  t o  
t h e  m a i l i n g  of r e n e w a l  n o t i c e s .  If  t h e  n u r s e  w a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  
a u d i t  a t  re n e w a l ,  a l e t t e r  w a s  s e n t  r e q u e s t i n g  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  
a n d  t h e  n u r s e s  l i c e n s e  w a s  r e n e w e d  f o r  o n l y  s i x  m o n t h s .  O n c e  
t h e  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  w a s  s u b m i t t e d  a n d  a c c e p t e d  a n o t h e r  l i c e n s e  
w a s  i s s u e d  for t h e  r e m a i n d e r  of t h e  l i c e n s i n g  p e r i o d .  T h i s  
p r o c e d u r e  h e l p e d  t h e  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  audit. A s  of  J u n e  
30, 1991, 79% o f  t h e  L P N s  a n d  94% o f  t h e  R N s  h a d  c o m p l i e d  w i t h  
t h e  a u d i t  r e q u e s t .  T h o s e  w h o  d i d n ' t  c o m p l y ,  n o w  h a v e  a l a p s e d  
l i c e n s e .

3. O b j e c t i v e :

M a i n t a i n  t h e  B o a r d ' s  r e g u l a t o r y  f u n c t i o n  r e l a t e d  t o  n u r s i n g  
e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s .

A c t i o n s :

T h e  S c h o o l s  of  N u r s i n g  a n n u a l  r e p o r t s  w e r e  r e v i e w e d  a n d  
d i s c u s s e d  by  t h e  B o a r d  a t  t h e  N o v e m b e r  m e e t i n g .  T h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  of A l a s k a  B a c c a l a u r e a t e  N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m  a n d  
A s s o c i a t e  D e g r e e  N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  f u l l y  a p p r o v e d  
b y  t h e  Board.

T h e  E v e r e t t  C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e  A s s o c i a t e  D e g r e e  N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m  
c o m p l e t e d  it's o f f e r i n g  in K e t c h i k a n  w i t h  all g r a d u a t e s  t a k i n g  
t h e  e x a m  b e i n g  s u c c e s s f u l  on the R N  l i c e n s u r e  exam.

T h e  B o a r d  h e l d  a p u b l i c  o p e n  f o r u m  in S o l d o t n a  in S e p t e m b e r ,  
1991. A s  a r e s u l t  of t h a t  m e e t i n g ,  the U A A  A s s o c i a t e  D e g r e e  
N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m  b e g a n  o f f e r i n g  it ' s  p r o g r a m  of s t u d y  in 
S o l d o t n a .  S h e l d o n  J a c k s o n  C o l l e g e  in S i t k a  h a s  b e g a n  
d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  the B o a r d  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  o f f e r i n g  of a 
B a c c a l a u r e a t e  N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m  there. I n q u i r i e s  h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  
m a d e  b y  A l a s k a  T e c h n i c a l  C e n t e r  in K o t z e b u e .

T h r o u g h  t h e  e f f o r t s  of Dr. T i n a  DeLapp, B o a r d  m e m b e r ,  t h e  
g u i d e l i n e s  for a p p r o v a l  of n u r s i n g  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m  w e r e  
r e v i s e d  and a d o p t e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d  f o r  use.

4. O b j e c t i v e :

A d v i s e  t h e  I n v e s t i g a t i v e  S t a f f  r e g a r d i n g  N u r s e  P r a c t i c e  A c t  
v i o l a t i o n s  as n e c e s s a r y  a n d  to a c t  u p o n  c a s e s  as i n d i c a t e d  
a f t e r  l i t i g a t i o n  h e a r i n g s .  C o n t i n u e  to u t i l i z e  a p p r o p r i a t e  
p r o b a t i o n a r y  a g r e e m e n t s  in lieu of c o n t e s t e d  h e a r i n g s .

A c t i o n s :

In o r d e r  to p r o t e c t  the o b j e c t i v i t y  of t h e  B o a r d  m e m b e r s ,  
l i m i t e d  a d v i c e  is r e q u e s t e d  fr o m  the Board. T h e  B o a r d  t a k e s  
a c t i o n  t o  c l o s e  c a s e s  u n d e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  T h e  B o a r d ' s
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E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y  and at t i m e s  i n d i v i d u a l  B o a r d  M e m b e r s  
p r o v i d e  m o r e  i n - d e p t h  a d v i c e  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t o r .

A s u m m a r y  o f  t h e  d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n  b y  t h e  B o a r d  r e f l e c t s  t h e  
B o a r d ' s  o b j e c t i v e  for u t i l i z i n g  s t i p u l a t i o n s  f o r  n u r s e s  
r e c o v e r i n g  f r o m  c h e m i c a l  d e p e n d e n c y .  O n e  r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e  a n d  
o n e  l i c e n s e d  p r a c t i c a l  n u r s e  w e r e  p l a c e d  on p r o b a t i o n .  T h e  
B o a r d  a c c e p t e d  l i c e n s e  s u r r e n d e r  f r o m  o n e  R N  a n d  o n e  LPN. T h e  
B o a r d  d e n i e d  l i c e n s e s  to t w o  r e g i s t e r e d  nurs e s ,  o n e  l i c e n s e d  
p r a c t i c a l  nurse, a n d  d e n i e d  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  as a f a m i l y  n u r s e  
p r a c t i t i o n e r  t o  a c e r t i f i e d  n u r s e  m i d w i f e .

T h r e e  R N s  a n d  o n e  L P N  w e r e  r e i n s t a t e d  a f t e r  c o m p l e t i n g  t e r m s  
of p r o b a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h i s  f i s c a l  year.

5. O b j e c t i v e .

C o n t i n u e  t o  i m p l e m e n t  p r o c e d u r e s  for m o n i t o r i n g  p r o b a t i o n a r y  
a g r e e m e n t s .  R e v i e w  p r o g r e s s  of n u r s e s  w i t h  s t i p u l a t e d
l i c e n s e s  at e a c h  B o a r d  m e e t i n g .

D o r o t h y  F u l t o n ,  RN, MA, m o n i t o r s  t h e  n u r s e s  on  p r o b a t i o n  for 
t h e  D i v i s i o n .  T h i s  p r o c e s s  i n v o l v e s  r e q u e s t i n g  a n d  f o l l o w - u p  
of d r u g  s c r e e n i n g ,  e m p l o y e r  a n d  c o u n s e l o r  r e p o r t s .  T h e  n u r s e s  
a r e  p e r i o d i c a l l y  i n t e r v i e w e d  a n d  A A / N A  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  is
r e v i e w e d .  T e l e p h o n e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  is m a i n t a i n e d  w i t h  all
n u r s e s  in t h e  B o a r d ' s  m o n i t o r i n g  p r o g r a m .

R e p o r t s  w e r e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  B o a r d  a t  e a c h  r e g u l a r l y  s c h e d u l e d  
m e e t i n g  a b o u t  t h e  p r o g r e s s  of  t h o s e  n u r s e s  o n  p r o b a t i o n .  
R e q u e s t s  for a p p r o p r i a t e  r e l e a s e  f r o m  t e r m s  of a g r e e m e n t s  s u c h  
as c o u n s e l i n g  a r e  t a k e n  u p  b y  t h e  B o a r d  d u r i n g  t h e  p r o b a t i o n  
r e p o r t  time.

T h e  p r o c e d u r e s  h a v e  b e e n  r e f i n e d  as t h e  n u m b e r  of n u r s e s  in 
t h e  p r o g r a m  i n c r e a s e d  a n d  a r e  f u n c t i o n i n g  w e l l  for o u r  
p u r p o s e s .

6. O b j e c t i v e :

P a r t i c i p a t e  in t h e  D i v i s i o n  T a s k  F o r c e  o n  I m p a i r e d  H e a l t h  
P r a c t i t i o n e r s  a n d  s u p p o r t  e f f o r t s  to  s e e k  l e g i s l a t i o n  for 
a l t e r n a t i v e s  to d i s c i p l i n a r y  s a n c t i o n s  a n d  for u n i f o r m  
p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  all h e a l t h  r e g u l a t o r y  boar d s .

A c t i o n s :

G a i l  S t e w a r t ,  C h a i r p e r s o n  and G a i l  M c G u i l l ,  E x e c u t i v e  
S e c r e t a r y  s e r v e d  as B o a r d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  a n d  s t a f f  of t h e  T a s k  
f o r c e  d u r i n g  the year. T h e  T a s k  F o r c e  c o n c l u d e d  the y e a r  w i t h  
a p r o p o s e d  p l a n  for the A l a s k a  P r a c t i t i o n e r  R e c o v e r y
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P r o g r a m  (APRP) w h i c h  w i l l  b e  an a l t e r n a t i v e  to  d i s c i p l i n e  for 
c h e m i c a l l y  a d d i c t e d  l i c e n s e d  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o f e s s i o n a l s .  T h e  
h e a l t h  r e g u l a t o r y  b o a r d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  h a v e  b e e n  p h a s e d  o u t  
o f  t h e  T a s k  F o r c e  a n d  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  h e a l t h  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w i l l  r e m a i n  t o  p r o m o t e  d e v e l o p m e n t  
o f  t h e  A P RP. T h e y  have, d r a f t e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  
B o a r d s  t o  a l l o w  t h e  A P R P  as  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  
p r o c e s s .

7. O b j e c t i v e:

R e v i e w  a n d  r e v i s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  S t a t u t e s  as 
needed.

D e v e l o p  a n d  i m p l e m e n t  r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  b r i n g  A l a s k a  i n t o  
c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  P.L. 1 00-203, i n c l u d i n g  p r o g r a m  a p p r o v a l ,  
c o m p e t e n c y  t e s t i n g ,  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  r e g i s t r y  f o r  n u r s e  
a i d e s  in c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s  as 
a p p r o p r i a t e .

A c t i o n s :

T h e  N u r s e  A i d e  P r o g r a m  M a n a g e r  d r a f t e d  l a n g u a g e  f o r  
r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  f o r w a r d e d  t h e s e  t o  t h e  D i v i s i o n  r e g u l a t i o n  
s p e c i a l i s t  f o r  f o r m a t t i n g  and t o  b e g i n  t h e  f o r m a l  r e g u l a t o r y  
p r o c e s s .  T h i s  p r o c e s s  w a s  b e g u n  in FY 90. O t h e r  p r o j e c t s  in 
t h e  D i v i s i o n  h a v e  h a d  p r i o r i t y  o v e r  t h i s  r e g u l a t i o n  p r o j e c t .

W e  a n t i c i p a t e  a c t i v i t y  in t h e  n e x t  f i s c a l  y e a r  on t h i s  p r o j e c t .

b . A m e n d  R e g i s t e r e d  N u r s e  A n e s t h e t i s t  r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  
p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  r e g u l a t o r y  a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  R N A  t o  
p r e s c r i b e  drugs.

A c t i o n s :

N e w  r e g u l a t i o n s  a u t h o r i z i n g  R e g i s t e r e d  N u r s e  A n e s t h e t i s t s  
(RNA) to p r e s c r i b e  l e g e n d  d r u g s  a n d  c o n t r o l l e d  s u b s t a n c e s  w e r e  
d r a f t e d  e a r l y  in t h e  year. T h e  p r o p o s e d  r e g u l a t i o n s  w e r e  
p u b l i c  n o t i c e d  M a y  15, 1991. T h e  B o a r d  w i l l  r e v i e w  t h e
c o m m e n t s  a t  t h e i r  f i r s t  m e e t i n g  in FY  92. (See A d d e n d u m  A)

8. O b j e c t i v e :

T a k e  p u b l i c  c o m m e n t  on t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  of  t h e  f i nal r e p o r t  
f r o m  t h e  l e v e l  of E n t r y  S u b c o m m i t t e e .  B e g i n  to d e v e l o p  
s t a t u t o r y  a n d  r e g u l a t o r y  c h a n g e s  b a s e d  u p o n  c o m m i t t e e ' s  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  a n d  p u b l i c  c o mment.

A c t i o n s :

S o m e  p u b l i c  c o m m e n t  w a s  r e c e i v e d  on t h e  r e p o r t  of  t h e  L e vel of 
E n t r y  S u b c o m m i t t y .  No  f u r t h e r  w o r k  w a s  u n d e r t a k e n  an t h i s  

o b j e c t i v e .
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9. Objective:

I n c r e a s e  a w a r e n e s s  b y  l i c e n s e e s  a n d  c o n s u m e r s  o f  B o a r d  of
N u r s i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  C o n t i n u e  to  p r o v i d e  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n
o f f e r i n g s  on t h e  N u r s e  P r a c t i c e  Act, P o s i t i o n  Papers, 
r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  r e l a t e d  issues.

A c t i o n s :

T h e  B o a r d ' s  E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y ,  G a i l  M c G u i l l ,  h a s  c o n t i n u e d
t o  p r o v i d e  e d u c a t i o n a l  o f f e r i n g s  on t h e  A l a s k a  N u r s e  P r a c t i c e  
Act, r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  p o s i t i o n  s t a t e m e n t s .

Ms. M c G u i l l  w r i t e s  a column, "No t e s  f r o m  t h e  B o a r d  of N u r s i n g "  
w h i c h  is p u b l i s h e d  in the A l a s k a  N u r s e  b i m o n t h l y  m a g a z i n e .
D u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  year, she a d d r e s s e d  s e v e r a l  c l a s s e s  a t  b o t h  
s c h o o l s  o f  n u r s i n g  a n d  m e e t i n g s  of t h e  A l a s k a  N u r ses' 
A s s o c i a t i o n  D i s t r i c t  One, A l a s k a  N u r s e s  A s s o c i a t i o n  S t a t e  
C o n v e n t i o n ,  S i g m a  T h e t a  T a u  N u r s i n g  H e a l t h  S o c i e t y  a n d  s e v e r a l  
h e a l t h  c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s ,  A l a s k a  H o s p i t a l  a n d  N u r s i n g  H o m e
A s s o c i a t i o n .  S h e  a l s o  r e s p o n d e d  to  i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  g r o u p s  of 
n u r s e s  w i t h  q u e s t i o n s  r e l a t e d  to n u r s i n g  p r a c t i c e  issues. A 
t o t a l  o f  23 p r e s e n t a t i o n s  w e r e  m a d e  b e t w e e n  J u l y  1990 a n d  M a y  
1 9 9 1  t o  g r o u p s  of nurs e s .

In  N o v e m b e r ,  1990, Ms. M c G u i l l  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g  of 
t h e  A A R P  C o n s u m e r  A d v o c a c y  Center. T h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  w a s  m a d e  
in W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C. b e f o r e  c o n s u m e r  m e m b e r s  o f  h e a l t h
r e g u l a t o r y  b o a r d s .  Ms. M c G u i l l  s p o k e  as r e g u l a t i o n  of 
a d v a n c e d  n u r s e  p r a c t i t i o n e r s .

T h i s  p a s t  year, Ms. M c G u i l l  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  b y  C o m m i s s i o n e r  T e d  
M a l a  t o  a t a s k  f o r c e  to a d d r e s s  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  n u r s i n g  a n d
o t h e r  n u r s i n g  issues. T h i s  t a s k  f o r c e  is n o w  c a l l e d  t h e  
A l a s k a  N u r s e  L e a d e r s h i p  C o u n c i l  a n d  Ms. M c G u i l l  c o n t i n u e s  to 
b e  a n  a c t i v e  m e m b e r  of t h a t  group.

T h e  f a c t  s h e e t  on  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  c o m p e t e n c y  r e g u l a t i o n s
c o n t i n u e s  t o  be u s e d  and w a s  u p d a t e d  t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  m o s t  
c u r r e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n .  It i n c l u d e s  a f o r m  t o  a s s i s t  n u r s e s  in 
d o c u m e n t i n g  v o l u n t e e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  e m p l o y m e n t .  
T h i s  h a s  h e l p e d  p r o v i d e  e s s e n t i a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e s e  
r e g u l a t i o n s  w h i c h  w e n t  into e f f e c t  w i t h  t h e  1988 re n e w a l .

O n e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  Ms. M c G u i l l  p r e s e n t s  is c a l l e d  " When 
N u r s e s  N e e d  H e l p . "  It is d o n e  w i t h  C y n t h i a  Gough, RN, an 
a d d i c t i o n s  n u r s e  a n d  a n u r s e  w h o  is r e c o v e r i n g  f r o m  an 
a d d i c t i o n .  T h e  o f f e r i n g  is a c c r e d i t e d  f o r  2.4 c o n t a c t  h o u r s  
o f  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  by  t h e  A l a s k a  N u r s e s  A s s o c i a t i o n .

10. O b j e c t i v e :

C o n t i n u e  to  i n c r e a s e  B o a r d  a w a r e n e s s  a n d  i n v o l v e m e n t  in 
N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  S t a t e  B o a r d s  of N u r s i n g  (NCSBN) a c t i v i t i e s  by 
r e v i e w i n g  r e p o r t s  on  N C S B N  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  by  s e e k i n g  f u n d i n g  
f o r  B o a r d  m e m b e r  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  N C S B N  m e e t i n g s .  P r o v i d e
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e d u c a t i o n a l  s e s s i o n s  on  c o m p u t e r  a d a p t i v e  t e s t i n g  a n d  c o m p u t e r  
s i m u l a t e d  t e s t i n g  f o r  u s e  w i t h  N C L E X  t o  i m p r o v e  B o a r d  m e m b e r s '  
k n o w l e d g e  base.

A c t i o n s :

T h e  b e s t  w a y  t o  i n c r e a s e  B o a r d  m e m b e r  k n o w l e d g e  is d i r e c t  
i n v o l v e m e n t  in N C S B N  a c t i v i t i e s .  T h i s  h a s  b e e n  v e r y  p o s i t i v e  
w i t h  Dr. T i n a  D e L a p p ' s  c o n t i n u i n g  m e m b e r s h i p  o n  t h e  N C S B N
N u r s i n g  P r a c t i c e  a n d  E d u c a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e .  T h i s  y e a r  G a i l  
S t e w a r t  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  N C S B N  c o m m i t t e e  o n  a d v a n c e d  
p r a c t i c e .

T h i s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a t  t h e  N C S B N  m e e t i n g s  h a s  h e l p e d  t h e  B o a r d  
m e m b e r s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e i r  r o l e s  a n d  t o  p r o v i d e  a b e t t e r  
s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  s t a t e  in p r o t e c t i o n  of  t h e  p u b l i c .

G a i l  M c G u i l l ,  E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y ,  c o n t i n u e s  on t h e  N C S B N
B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  as t h e  A r e a  I D i r e c t o r  r e p r e s e n t i n g  the 
W e s t e r n  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  H e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l
l e v e l  h a s  h e l p e d  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  to b e  o n  t h e  
l e a d i n g  e d g e  of n u r s i n g  r e g u l a t i o n .

T h e  E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y  c o n t i n u e s  t o  p r o v i d e  r e p o r t s  a n d
i n f o r m a t i o n  on C o u n c i l  m a t t e r s  to t h e  B o a r d  m e m b e r s  for 
r e v i e w .  B o a r d  m e m b e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in C o u n c i l  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  
m e m b e r  B o a r d  s u r v e y s  is e n c o u r a g e d .

K a t h i  H e w i t t ,  B o a r d  m e m b e r ,  a t t e n d e d  t h e  A u g u s t  1990, a n n u a l  
m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  N C S B N  in P o r t l a n d ,  M a i n e .

M a r y  S t r o e i n g ,  B o a r d  m e m b e r ,  a t t e n d e d  t h e  S p r i n g  A r e a  I 
m e e t i n g  in M a r c h  199.1 in J a c s o n  Hole, W y o m i n g .

11. O b j e c t i v e :

F o l l o w u p  o n  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  r e p o r t  on n u r s i n g  in 
A l a s k a  c o r r e c t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  b y  a f o l l o w u p  v i s i t  to 
c o r r e c t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  a r e p o r t  t o  t h e  Board.

A c t i o n s :

G a i l  S t e w a r t ,  C h a i r  and G a i l  M c G u i l l ,  E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y ,  
v i s i t e d  S p r i n g  Creek, W i l d w o o d ,  W i l d w o o d  P r e t r i a l ,  H i l a n d  
M o u n t a i n  a n d  M e a d o w  C r e e k  C o r r e c t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  in 
S e p t e m b e r ,  1990. A l l  i s s u e s  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  r a i s e d  in t h e  1989 
r e p o r t  w e r e  e x a m i n e d .  N i n e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  w e r e  m a d e  in the 
r e p o r t  w h i c h  a r e  i n t e n d e d  to  a s s i s t  c o r r e c t i o n a l  s t a f f  to 
i m p r o v e  d e l i v e r y  o f  n u r s i n g  s e r v i c e s .  O n e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  
r e l a t e d  t o  m a n a g e m e n t  of c o n t r o l l e d  d r u g s  w i l l  r e q u i r e  
f o l l o w u p  w h i c h  s h o u l d  o c c u r  in Fall 1991. ( A d d e n d u m  B)
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12. Objective:

R e v i e w  p r o b l e m s  with, f o r e i g n  n u r s e  g r a d u a t e s  n o t  b e i n g  
s u c c e s s f u l  o n  t h e  e x a m  a n d  a l t e r n a t i v e s  for h e l p i n g  them. 
P r e p a r e  an  i n f o r m a t i o n , s h e e t  o n  l i c e n s i n g  of f o r e i g n  n u r s e  
g r a d u a t e s  t o  a s s i s t  t h o s e  n u r s e s  in s e e k i n g  l i c e n s u r e .

A c t i o n s :

I n d i v i d u a l  c o u n s e l i n g  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  of f o r e i g n  e d u c a t e d  
n u r s e s  w i t h  t h e  l i c e n s i n g  p r o c e s s  is a n  o n g o i n g  a c t i v i t y  for 
B o a r d  staff.

T h e  B o a r d  r e v i e w e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  
G r a d u a t e s  of  F o r e i g n  N u r s i n g  S c h o o l s .  ( C G F N S ) , its exam, a n d  
p a s s  r a t e s  o n  N C L E  - R N  o f  C G F N S  c e r t i f i c a t e  h o l d e r s .  I t  w a s  
th e  B o a r d ' s  d e c i s i o n  t o  r e c o m m e n d  a s t a t u t e  c h a n g e  t o  no 
l o n g e r  i s s u e  t e m p o r a r y  p e r m i t s  t o  C G F N S  h o l d e r s .  R e c e n t  
e x p e r i e n c e  in A l a s k a  s h o w s  a p o o r  p a s s  r a t e  f o r  f o r e i g n  
e d u c a t e d  n u r s e s  w i t h  p e r m i t s  w h o  a r e  e m p l o y e d .  T h i s  h a s  t h e  
p o t e n t i a l  f o r  d a n g e r  t o  the p u b l i c  w h e n  n u r s e s  c a n  not 
d e m o n s t r a t e  e n t r y  l e v e l  c o m p e t e n c e  b y  p a s s i n g  t h e  l i c e n s u r e  
exam.

A  f a c t  s h e e t  o n  l i c e n s u r e  of f o r e i g n  e d u c a t e d  n u r s e s  w a s  
d e v e l o p e d  a n d  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d  f o r  use. T h i s  f a c t  s h e e t  
is s e n t  to  f o r e i g n  e d u c a t e d  n u r s e s  w h o  i n q u i r e  a b o u t  l i c e n s i n g  
in A l a s k a .  ( A d d e n d u m  C)

13. O b j e c t i v e :

R e v i e w  t h e  B o a r d ' s  c u r r e n t  p r a c t i c e  of  l i c e n s u r e  e n d o r s e m e n t  
for C a n a d i a n  n u r s e s  w h o  t o o k  t h e  C a n a d i a n  N u r s e s  A s s o c i a t i o n  
T e s t  S e r v i c e s  (CNATS) e x a m  in r e l a t i o n  to  t h e  1989 p a p e r  
i s s u e d  b y  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  S t a t e  B o a r d ' s  of Nur: ing o n  a 
c o m p a r i s o n  o f  C N A T S  to N C L E X - R N .  R e v i s e  Alask. S t a t u t e s  
a n d / o r  r e g u l a t i o n s  if ind i c a t e d .

A c t i o n s :

T h e  B o a r d  r e v i e w e d  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  C N A T S  as c o m p a r e d  to 
N C L E X - R N .  B a s e d  u p o n  t h i s  a n a l y s i s ,  it is t h e  B o a r d ' s  o p i n i o n  
t h a t  C N A T S  is n o t  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  N C L E X - R N .  T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  
0 8 . 6 8 . 2 0 0  a l l o w  t h e  B o a r d  to d e t e r m i n e  if C N A T S  is c o m p a r a b l e  
t o  t h e  e x a m  a d m i n i s t e r e d  by t h i s  state. C o n s e q u e n t l y  a 
r e g u l a t i o n  c h a n g e  to 1 2 A A C  44.31 0 ( d )  w a s  p u b l i c  n o t i c e d  M a y  
15, 1991. T h i s  c h a n g e  s e t s  a c u t  off d a t e  of July, 1992 for
a c c e p t i n g  t h e  C N A T S  exam. (See A d d e n d u m  A)

14. O b j e c t i v e :

Update the guidelines for RN & LPN refresher courses.
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Actions:

In M a r c h  1991, G a i l  M c G u i l l  r e q u e s t e d  c o p i e s  o f  r e f r e s h e r  
c o u r s e  o r  r e e n t r y  c o u r s e  g u i d e l i n e s  f r o m  o t h e r  states. T h i s  
i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  b e  c o m p i l e d  a n d  u s e d  to r e v i s e  A l a s k a ' s  
g u i d e l i n e s  in t h e  F a l l  1991.

15. O b j e c t i v e :

P r o v i d e  c o n s u l t a t i o n  to  l o n g - t e r m  c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  h o m e  
h e a l t h  c a r e  a g e n c i e s  on t h e  n u r s e  a i d e / h o m e  h e a l t h  a i d e  
e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m  a p p r o v a l  p r o c e s s ,  c o m p e t e n c y  t e sting, 
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  i n s e r v i c e  e d u c a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s .

A c t i o n s :

D o r o t h y  F u l t o n ,  N u r s e  A i d e  P r o g r a m  M a n a g e r ,  p r o v i d e s  
c o n s u l t a t i o n  to l o n g - t e r m  c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s ,  h o m e  h e a l t h  
a g e n c i e s  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  o n  t h e  n u r s e  a i d e  a p p r o v a l  
p r o c e s s ,  c o m p e t e n c y  t e s t i n g  a n d  c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  S h e  d o e s  the 
t r a i n i n g  for t h e  n u r s e  e v a l u a t o r s  w h o  d o  t h e  n u r s e  a i d e / h o m e  
h e a l t h  a i d e s  c o m p e t e n c y  t e s t i n g ,  b o t h  w r i t t e n  a n d  m a n u a l  
s k i l l s  c o m p o n e n t s .  S h e  a l s o  w o r k s  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l  n u r s e  
a i d e s / h o m e  h e a l t h  a i d e s  w h o  a r e  s e e k i n g  c e r t i f i c i a t i o n .  She 
f r e q u e n t l y  a d m i n i s t e r s  p r a c t i c e  t e s t s  t o  n u r s e  aides.. D u r i n g  
t h i s  f i s c a l  year, s h e  has v i s i t e d  a l l  of  t h e  n e w  n u r s e  a i d e  
t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m s  b o t h  in t h e  l o n g  t e r m  c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  in 
e d u c a t i o n a l  s e t t i n g s  to d o  an  o n s i t e  v i s i t  for p r o g r a m  
a p p r o v a l .  E i g h t e e n  p r o g r a m s  h a v e  s t a t e  a p p r o v a l  as r e q u i r e d  
b y  t h e  f e d e r a l  r e g u l a t i o n s .  Ms. F u l t o n  c o n t i n u e s  to m e e t  and
c o n s u l t  w i t h  t h e  t h r e e  a d v i s o r y  g r o u p s  t o  k e e p  t h e  l i n e s  of
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  o p e n  b e t w e e n  t h e  D i v i s i o n  a n d  t h e  indus t r y .

Ms. F u l t o n  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in t h e  O.lder A l a s k a n s  C o m m i s s i o n  
p r o j e c t  w h i c h  d e v e l o p e d  a c o m p e t e n c y - b a s e d  m o d e l  c u r r i c u l u m  
w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  f i e l d  t e s t e d  a n d  is r e a d y  for u s e  by
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  p r o v i d i n g  h o m e - b a s e d  c a r e  in t h e  n a t i v e  
c o m m u n i t i e s  f o r  t r a i n i n g  t.ie N a t i v e  A l a s k a n  p a r a p r o f e s s i o n a l s .

Ms. F u l t o n  a l s o  a t t e n d e d  a m e e t i n g  of n u r s e  a i d e  a n d  h o m e  
h e a l t h  a i d e  S t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  r e g u l a t o r s  s p o n s o r e d  b y  The
N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  of S t a t e  B o a r d s  of N u r s i n g  in B a l t i m o r e  
M a r y l a n d ,  S e p t e m b e r  13 and 14, 1990.

16. O b j e c t i v e :

D e v e l o p  s t a n d a r d s  of p r a c t i c e  for P r a c t i c a l  N u r s e s  in 
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  0 8 . 6 8 . 1 0 0 ( 9 ) .  I n c l u d e  a r e v i e w  a n d  i n c l u s i o n  
as n e c e s s a r y  of p o s i t i o n  s t a t e m e n t s ;  LPN U t i l i z a t i o n  in 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of Or a l  S u b c u t a n e o u s  and IM M e d i c a t i o n s  and 
N u r s i n a  R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  in I n t r a v e n o u s  T h e r a p y .
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Actions:

T h i s  o b j e c t i v e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  a m a j o r  f o c u s  of  B o a r d
a c t i v i t y .  T h e  s u r v e y  of B o a r d s  of  N u r s i n g  a n d  r e g u l a t o r y  
i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  p r a c t i c a l  n u r s e  s c o p e  p r a c t i c e  w a s  a n a l y z e d .  
T h e  d a t a  c o l l e c t e d  in A l a s k a  on s c o p e  o f  p r a c t i c e  w a s  
t a b u l a t e d  a n d  a n a l y z e d .  T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  on  b o t h  s u r v e y s  led 
t h e  B o a r d  t o  c o n c l u d e  t h e r e  is a d i f f e r e n t  s c o p e  o f  p r a c t i c e  
fo r  e x p e r i e n c e d  p r a c t i c a l  n u r s e s  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h o s e  b e g i n n i n g  
p r a c t i c e .  B a s e d  u p o n  t h i s  work, t h e  B o a r d  h a s  d r a f t e d  a n e w
p o s i t i o n  p a p e r  o n  t h e  L P N  s c o p e  of p r a c t i c e .  It  is
a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  p a p e r  w i l l  b e  a d o p t e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d  at
its f i r s t  m e e t i n g  in FY'92.

In a n  e f f o r t  t o  s h a r e  t h e  r e s u l t s  of o u r  r e s e a r c h  a c t i v i t i e s ,  
Dr. T i n a  D e L a p p  s u b m i t t e d  a n  a b s t r a c t  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  for 
p r e s e n t a t i o n  a t  t h e  1991 N C S B N  D e l e g a t e  A s s e m b l y .  T h e  
a b s t r a c t  w a s  s e l e c t e d  a n d  Dr. D e L a p p  is s c h e d u l e d  t o  p r e s e n t  a 
p a p e r  on t h e  s c o p e  o f  p r a c t i c e  of  t h e  L i c e n s e d  P r a c t i c a l  Nurse.

17. O b j e c t i v e :

I m p l e m e n t  s t r a t e g i e s  for s o l u t i o n s  t o  t h e  n u r s i n g  s h o r t a g e  
t h a t  c o n t i n u e  t o  s a f e g u a r d  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  w e l f a r e  o f  p u b l i c .

A C T I O N S :

T h e  D i v i s i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  in s t r e a m l i n i n g  l i c e n s i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  
h a v e  a s s i s t e d  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  b y  p r o v i d i n g  l i c e n s e d  n u r s e s  w h e r e  
n e e d e d .  M a n y  of t h e  B o a r d ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  r e g u l a t i o n  of 
p r a c t i c e  s u c h  as d e v e l o p m e n t  of t h e  LPN s c o p e  o f  p r a c t i c e  
s t a t e m e n t  a r e  s t r a t e g i e s  t o  a s s i s t  w i t h  s o l u t i o n s  t o  the 
n u r s i n g  s h o r t a g e .

18. O b j e c t i v e :

A f t e r  the 1 9 9 0  r e n e w a l  cycle, r e v i e w  the D i v i s i o n  B o a r d  of 
N u r s i n g  b u d g e t  i n c l u d i n g  r e v e n u e s  a n d  e x p e n d i t u r e s  in r e l a t i o n  
t o  a s s e s s i n g  t h e  a d e q u a c y  of t h e  c u r r e n t  fee s t r u c t u r e .

A c t i o n :

T h e  B o a r d  d e l a y e d  e x a m i n g  t h e  fee s t r u c t u r e  p e n d i n g  a d e t a i l e d  
l o o k  at t h e  r e v e n u e s  a n d  e x p e n d i t u r e s  w h i c h  h a s  n o t  b e e n  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  B o a r d  in t h e  fis c a l  y e a r  d u e  to t h e  r e n e w a l  
c y c l e .
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19. O b j e c t i v e :

B e g i n  to  d e v e l o p  g u i d e l i n e s  to a i d  n u r ses, e m p l o y e r s  a n d  
o t h e r s  o n  s p e c i f i c a l l y  w h a t  n u r s i n g  p r a c t i c e  p r o b l e m s  s h o u l d  
be r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  board.

A c t i o n s :

Due t o  o t h e r  i s s u e s  w h i c h  w e r e  m o r e  p r e s s i n g ,  a c t i o n  o n  t h i s  
o b j e c t i v e  w a s  d e f e r r e d  to FY 91.
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O B J E C T I V E S  
FY  92

T h e  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  d e f i n e ,  review, 
m a i n t a i n ,  d e v e l o p  a n d  i n t e r p r e t  s t a n d a r d s  of n u r s i n g  c a r e  
t h a t  p r o t e c t  t h e  A l a s k a  c o n s u m e r .

T h e  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  O c c u p a t i o n a l  
L i c e n s i n g  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to l i c e n s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  in a t i m e l y  
m a n n e r  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  a n d  R e g u l a t i o n s  
a n d  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  Policy.

a. T o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  l i c e n s i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  t o  i n clude: 
L i c e n s e d  P r a c t i c a l  N u r s e  a n d  R e g i s t e r e d  N u r s e  
e n d o r s e m e n t s  a n d  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  t o  p r a c t i c e  f o r  A d v a n c e d  
N u r s e  P r a c t i t i o n e r s  a n d  R e g i s t e r e d  N u r s e  A n e s t h e t i s t s .

b. T o  l i c e n s e  b y  e x a m i n a t i o n  L P N ' s  a n d  RN's. T o  f u l f i l l  
c o n t r a c t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  of 
S t a t e  B o a r d s  of N u r s i n g .

M a i n t a i n  t h e  B o a r d ' s  r e g u l a t o r y  f u n c t i o n  r e l a t e d  to 
n u r s i n g  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s .

a. R e v i e w  a n n u a l  r e p o r t s  f r o m  A l a s k a  N u r s i n g  E d u c a t i o n  
P r o g r a m s  f o r  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  c o n t i n u e d  a p p r o v a l .

b. T o  p e r f o r m  s i t e  v i s i t s  to t h e  s c h o o l s  o f  n u r s i n g  as 
r e q u i r e d  b y  s t a t u t e  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s .  A  v i s i t  to t h e  
U A A  A s s o c i a t e  D e g r e e  N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m  is p l a n n e d  for 
S p r i n g  19 9 2  in c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  an N L N  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  
s i t e  v i s i t .

A d v i s e  t h e  I n v e s t i g a t i v e  S t a f f  r e g a r d i n g  N u r s e  P r a c t i c e  
A c t  v i o l a t i o n s  as n e c e s s a r y  a n d  to  a c t  u p o n  c a s e s  as 
i n d i c a t e d .  C o n t i n u e  t o  u t i l i z e  a p p r o p r i a t e  p r o b a t i o n a r y  
a g r e e m e n t s  in l i e u  of c o n t e s t e d  h e a r i n g s .

C o n t i n u e  to  i m p l e m e n t  p r o c e d u r e s  for m o n i t o r i n g  
p r o b a t i o n a r y  a g r e e m e n t s .  R e v i e w  p r o g r e s s  of n u r s e s  w i t h  
s t i p u l a t e d  l i c e n s e s  at e a c h  B e a r d  m e e t i n g .

R e v i e w  a n d  r e v i s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  s t a t u t e s  as 
n e e d e d .

a. D e v e l o p  a n d  i m p l e m e n t  r e g u l a t i o n s  to b r i n g  A l a s k a  in t o  
c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  P.L. 1 00-203, N u r s i n g  H o m e  R e f o r m  Act, 
i n c l u d i n g  p r o g r a m  a p p r o v a l ,  c o m p e t e n c y  t esting, 
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  r e g i s t r y  f o r  n u r s e  a i d e s / h o m e  h e a l t h  
a i d e s  in c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s  as 
a p p r o p r i a t e .
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b. A m e n d  R e g i s t e r e d  N u r s e  A n e s t h e t i s t  r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  
p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  r e g u l a t o r y  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  R N A  to 
p r e s c r i b e  drugs.

c R e v i s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  l i c e n s u r e  by  
e n d o r s e m e n t  for _C a n a d i a n  n u r s e s  w h o  t o o k  t h e  C a n a d i a n  
N u r s e s  A s s o c i a t i o n  T e s t  S e r v i c e s  (CNATS) exam.

d. P r o m u l g a t e  r e g u l a t i o n s  to a l l o w  f o r  s a n c t i o n s  of 
n u r s e s  p r a c t i c i n g  on a l a p s e d  lic e n s e .

7. I n c r e a s e  a w a r e n e s s  b y  l i c e n s e e s  a n d  c o n s u m e r s  of  B o a r d  of 
N u r s i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  C o n t i n u e  t o  p r o v i d e  c o n t i n u i n g  
e d u c a t i o n  o f f e r i n g s  on t h e  N u r s e  P r a c t i c e  Act, P o s i t i o n  
Papers, r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  r e l a t e d  issues.

8. C o n t i n u e  t o  i n c r e a s e  B o a r d  a w a r e n e s s  a n d  i n v o l v e m e n t  in 
N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  S t a t e  B o a r d s  o f  N u r s i n g  (NCSBN) 
a c t i v i t i e s  b y  r e v i e w i n g  r e p o r t s  o n  N C S B N  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  b y  
s e e k i n g  f u n d i n g  f o r  B o a r d  m e m b e r  a t t e n d a n c e  at  N C S B N  
m e e t i n g s .  P r o v i d e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s e s s i o n s  o n  c o m p u t e r  
a d a p t i v e  t e s t i n g  a n d  c o m p u t e r  s i m u l a t e d  t e s t i n g  for u s e  
w i t h  N C L E X  to  i m p r o v e  B o a r d  m e m b e r s '  k n o w l e d g e  base.

9. U p d a t e  t h e  g u i d e l i n e s  for R N  & L P N  r e f r e s h e r  c o u r s e s .

10. P r o v i d e  c o n s u l t a t i o n  to l o n g - t e r m  c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  h o m e  
h e a l t h  c a r e  a g e n c i e s  o n  t h e  n u r s e  a i d e / h o m e  h e a l t h  a i d e  
e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m  a p p r o v a l  pro c e s s ,  c o m p e t e n c y  t e s t i n g ,  
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  i n s e r v i c e  e d u c a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s .

11. C o m p l e t e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of s t a n d a r d s  of p r a c t i c e  for 
P r a c t i c a l  N u r s e s

12. B e g i n  to d e v e l o p  g u i d e l i n e s  t o  a i d  n u r s e s ,  e m p l o y e r s  a n d  
o t h e r s  on  s p e c i f i c a l l y  w h a t  n u r s i n g  p r a c t i c e  p r o b l e m s  
s h o u l d  b e  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  board.

13. R e s e a r c h  d e l e g a t i o n  i s s u e s  a n d  d e v e l o p  a p o s i t i o n  p a p e r  or 
r e g u l a t i o n s  on  d e l e g a t i o n  of n u r s i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  
u n l i c e n s e d  p e r s o n n e l .

14. P l a n  a n d  c o n d u c t  w i t h  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a 5 0 t h  
A n n i v e r s a r y  C e l e b r a t i o n  to i n c l u d e  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  
o f f e r i n g s  o n  l e g a l  a s p e c t s  of n u r s i n g  a n d  s o c i a l  e v e nts.

15. C o n d u c t  a r a n d o m  r e v i e w  of t h e  p r a c t i c e  of 10% of n u r s i n g  
p r a c t i t i o n e r s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  p l a n s  for 
c o n s u l t a t i o n  a n d  r e f e r r a l  a n d  o t h e r  r e g u l a t i o n s .

16. S e e k  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  g r a n t  r e g u l a t o r y  a u t h o r i t y  to t h e  
B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  for n u r s e  a i d e s  a n d  t o  c h a n g e  s t a t u t e s  to 
n o t  a l l o w  f o r e i g n  n u r s e  e x a m  a p p l i c a n t s  t o  h a v e  a 
t e m p o r a r y  p e r mit.

17. R e v i e w  an RN l i c e n s i n g  e x a m  d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  e x a m  r e v i e w  
cycle.

P a g e  24 o f  2 7  P a g e s



BOARD TR A V E L REQUEST

T h e  B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  is a u t h o r i z e d  b y  s t a t u t e  t o  h o l d  a t  l e a s t  
f o u r  m e e t i n g s .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  B o a r d  r e q u e s t s  f u n d i n g  to 
h o l d  f o u r  m e e t i n g s .  T h e  p r o p o s e d  s i t e s  are l i s t e d  b e l o w :

FY 92 FY 93

A n c h o r a g e  F a i r b a n k s
A n c h o r a g e  A n c h o r a g e
J u n e a u  J u n e a u
A n c h o r a g e  A n c h o r a g e

A . B o a r d  M e e t i n g s

B. O u t  o f  S t a t e  T r a v e l

T h e  p r i o r i t i z e d  o u t - o f - s t a t e  t r a v e l  r e q u e s t s  a r e  as fol l o w s :

1. N C S B N  A n n u a l  M e e t i n g  in Chi c a g o ,  I l l i n o i s ,  A u g u s t ,  1991

2. A r e a  I M e e t i n g  in P o r t l a n d ,  O r e gon, Ap r i l ,  1992

3. N C S B N  A n n u a l  m e e t i n g  in C o l o r a d o  S p r i n g s ,  C o l o r a d o ,
A u g u s t ,  1992.

F o r  FY 93 r e q u e s t s  w i l l  b e  s u b m i t t e d  for t w o  m e m b e r s  t o  a t t e n d  
t h e  s a m e  t w o  m e e t i n g s .  T h e  S p r i n g  A r e a  I m e e t i n g  w i l l  l i k e l y  
be  h e l d  in U t a h  w i t h  t h e  A u g u s t  a n n u a l  d e l e g a t e  a s s e m b l y  
s c h e d u l e d  for C o l o r a d o  or as n o t e d  above.

It s h o u l d  be  n o t e d  t h a t  as t h e  B o a r d ' s  E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y  is 
c u r r e n t l y  t h e  A r e a  I D i r e c t o r  on  t h e  N C S B N  B o a r d  of D i r e c t o r s ,  
s h e  w i l l  b e  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  C o u n c i l ' s  p r o p o s e d  m e e t i n g s  a t  the 
e x p e n s e  of t h e  C o u n c i l .
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B U D G E T  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  i t e m s  are b a s e d  o n  t h e  FY 92 o b j e c t i v e s  a n d
r e q u i r e  f i s c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

1. C o n t i n u e  to  p r o v i d e  f u n d i n g  f o r  t w o  R N  a n d  t w o  L P N  e x a m  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s  as r e q u i r e d  b y  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  S t a t e  B o a r d s  of N u r s i n g  ( N C S B N ) . T h i s  
s h o u l d  b e  d o n e  a c c o r d i n g  to  s t a t u t o r y  r e q u i r e m e n t s  for 
s t a t e w i d e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  (08.68.190) i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  
B o a r d  p o l i c y .  T h i s  w o u l d  a l s o  r e q u i r e  c o n t i n u i n g  t h e  
c o n t r a c t  w i t h  N C S B N  for t h e  l i c e n s u r e  e x a m i n a t i o n s  at 
t h e  c u r r e n t  c o s t  o f  $ 3 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  p e r  year.

2. H o l d  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  on t h e  p r o p o s e d  r e g u l a t i o n s  for 
n u r s e  a i d e  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  c o m p e t e n c y  t e s t i n g .

3. S e c u r e  t r a v e l  f u n d s  for t h e  n u r s e  e d u c a t o r  o n  t h e  B o a r d  
t o  do a s i t e  v i s i t  to  S h e l d o n  J a c k s o n  C o l l e g e  in S i t k a  
if t h e y  p r o c e e d  w i t h  d e v e l o p m e n t  of a n u r s i n g  e d u c a t i o n  
p r o g r a m .

L E G I S L A T I V E  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

T h e  B o a r d  of  N u r s i n g  b e l i e v e s  it is i m p o r t a n t  to s e e k  
l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  g r a n t s  a u t h o r i t y  to t h e  B o a r d  t o  r e g u l a t e  
n u r s e  aides. N u r s e  A s s i s t a n t  p e r s o n n e l  p e r f o r m  d e l e g a t e d  
n u r s i n g  f u n c t i o n s  a n d  as s u c h  s h o u l d  b e  r e g u l a t e d  in the s a m e  
m a n n e r  n u r s e s  a r e  r e g u l a t e d .

T h e  B o a r d  of  N u r s i n g  w i l l  a l s o  r e c o m m e n d  t o  t h e  D i v i s i o n  to 
d e l e t e  t h e  c u r r e n t  s t a t u t e  w h i c h  a l l o w s  f o r  f o r e i g n  n u r s e  
g r a d u a t e s  w h o  h o l d  a C e r t i f i c a t e  f r o m  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  on 
G r a d u a t e s  of F o r e i g n  N u r s i n g  S c h o o l s  (CGFNS) t o  b e  g r a n t e d  
t e m p o r a r y  p e r m i t s .  T h e  p a s s  r a t e  of C G F N S  h o l d e r s  on the 
N C L E X - R N  h a s  d r o p p e d  a n d  t h e  B o a r d  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  n e i t h e r  
c o n s u m e r s ,  n u r s e s  or  e m p l o y e r s  a r e  we l l  s e r v e d  b y  t h e  c u r r e n t  
law.

T h e  B o a r d  s u p p o r t s  all e f f o r t s  t o  o b t a i n  l e g i s l a t i o n  to p u t  
i n t o  p l a c e  t h e  A l a s k a  P r a c t i t i o n e r  R e c o v e r y  P r o g r a m  as  an 
a l t e r n a t i v e  to d i s c i p l i n e  for c h e m i c a l l y  i m p a i r e d  h e a l t h  
professiona.1 s .
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R E G U L A T I O N  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

As  i n d i c a t e d  in t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  for FY 92, t h e  B o a r d  wi l l  
c o n t i n u e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  in t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  l o n g  t e r m  c a r e  
a n d  h o m e  h e a l t h  c a r e  n u r s e  a i d e s  in a c c o r d a n c e  v/ith the 
G o v e r n o r ' s  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O r d e r  415. T h e  i n i t i a l  d r a f t i n g  of 
t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  w a s  d o n e  b y  D o r o t h y  Fulton, N u r s e  A i d e  P r o g r a m  
M a n a g e r .  T h e y  a r e  b a s e d  u p o n  t h e  O B R A  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  n u r s e  
a i d e  e d u c a t i o n ,  c o m p e t e n c y  t e s t i n g  a n d  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  t o  a 
r e g i s t r y .  T h e  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  r e g u l a t i o n s  wi l l  
p a r a l l e l  t h e  N u r s e  A i d e  T r a i n i n g  a n d  C o m p e t e n c y  E v a l u a t i o n  
C r i t e r i a  M a n u a l  r e v i s e d  A u g u s t  1989 a n d  t h e  m o s t  c u r r e n t  
f e d e r a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  on  the s ubject. U s e  o f  t h e  r e g u l a t o r y  
p r o c e s s  w i l l  s e r v e  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  c o n s u m e r  b y  d e f i n i n g  t h e  
s t a n d a r d s  for e d u c a t i o n  a n d  c o m p e t e n c y  b a s e d  t e s t i n g  for n u r s e  
a i d e s  e m p l o y e d  in l o n g  t e r m  c a r e  a n d  h o m e  h e a l t h  care.

T h e  s e c o n d  r e g u l a t o r y  p r o j e c t  d e a l s  w i t h  d e f i n i n g  t h e  R N A ' s  
r o l e  in p r e s c r i b i n g  m e d i c a t i o n s  p r e o p e r a t i v e l y  and 
p o s t o p e r a t i v e l y . F u r t h e r  d e f i n i t i o n  is n e e d e d  t o  p r o t e c t  the 
p u b l i c  so R N A ' s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to p r a c t i c e  w i t h i n  t h e i r  
a p p r o p r i a t e  s c o p e  o f  p r a c t i c e .

1 2 0 0 n / d s / d w
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Addendum A

P r o p o s e d  R e g u l a t i o n s

RNA PRESCRIPTIVE AUTHORITY

Notice is given that the Board of Nursing, Department of Commerce and Economic 
Development, under authority vested by AS 08.68.100 and AS 08.68.200, proposes to 
adopt a new regulation in Title 12 of the Alaska Administrative Code, dealing with 
licensure by endorsement for foreign trained applicants, the prescriptive authority of 
an advanced nurse practitioner, and the granting of prescriptive authority to 
qualified registered nurse anesthetist's (RNA), all of which serve to implement, 
interpret, and make specific AS 08.68.100 and AS 08.68.200 as follows:

1. 12 AAC 44.310(d), dealing with the licensure of foreign school graduates, is 
rewritten to reflect the board's finding that the National Canadian Nursing 
Examination is no longer equivalent to the NCLEX examination and will not be 
accepted after the specific date;

2. 12 AAC 44.440(e), dealing with ANP prescriptive authority, is amended to
authorize the Board of Nursing to terminate an ANP's prescriptive authority for a
violation of a state or federal law pertaining to nursing practice;

3. 12 AAC 44.525, RNA PRESCRIPTIVE AUTHORITY, is a new section that authorizes an
RNA to prescribe legend drugs and controlled substances, requires that a list of 
authorized RNA's be provided to the Board of Pharmacy, establishes application 
requirements and minimum qualifications for prescriptive authorization, describes 
an acceptable prescription, identifies the reasons an RNA's prescriptive 
authority may be terminated, describes authorization renewal requirements, 
establishes continuing education requirements, requires that the Board of 
Pharmacy be notified when an RNA's prescriptive authority is changed.

Notice is also given that any person interested in making written comments or 
suggestions concerning these proposals for board consideration may do so by mailing 
those comments to Kevin Henderson, Regulations Specialist, Division of Occupational
I.-‘censing, P.O. Box D, Juneau, AK 99811. Written comments must be received by MONDAY, 
JULY 22, 1991. -------

Copies of the proposed regulations may be obtained by writing to the above address or 
by telephoning (907) 465-2537.

This action is not expected to require an increased appropriation.

The Board of Nursing, after the deadline stated above, will either adopt these or 
other proposals dealing with the same subject, without further notice, or decide to 
take no action on them.

An? _ _________ __________
Division of Occupational Licensing
Date: rrhy/S, J??/



P R O P O S E D  R E G U L A T I O N S  

B O A R D  O F  N U R S I N G  

C H A P T E R  44

(d) T h e  b o a r d  w i ll, in its d i s c r e t i o n ,  i s s u e  a l i c e n s e  b y  

e n d o r s e m e n t  u n d e r  A S  0 8 . 6 3 . 2 0 0 ,  to an a p p l i c a n t  w h o  w a s  l i c e n s e d  

in C a n a d a  as a r e s u l t  of p a s s i n g  the n a t i o n a l  C a n a d i a n  

e x a m i n a t i o n

(1) b e f o r e  A u g u s t  1980, w i t h  a s c o r e  of at l east

350 o n  e a c h  of the f i v e  p a r t s  of t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n ;  or

(2) a f t e r  J u l y  1980 but b e f o r e  J u l y  1992, w i t h  a

s c o r e  of at l e ast 400 o n  e a c h  of the f i v e  p a r t s  of the

e x a m i n a t i o n .  (Eff. 1 0 / 1 4 / 7 2 ,  R e g i s t e r  43; a m  4 / 2 7 / 8 3 ,

R e g i s t e r  86; a m  / / , R e g i s t e r  )

A u t h o r i t y ;  A S  0 8 . 6 8 . 1 0 0  

A S  0 8 . 6 8 . 1 9 0  

A S  0 8 . 6 8 . 2 0 0  

A S  0 8 . 6 8 . 2 1 0 ( a )

12 A A C  4 4 . 4 4 0 ( e )  is a m e n d e d  to read;

(e) P r e s c r i p t i v e  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  w ill, in t h e  b o a r d ' s  

d i s c r e t i o n ,  be t e r m i n a t e d  if the A N P  has

12 AAC 4 4 . 3 1 0 ( d )  i s  r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e a d o p t e d  t o  r ^ a d :
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(1) not m a i n t a i n e d  c u r r e n t  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  as an ANP;

[OR]

(2) p r e s c r i b e d  o u t s i d e  the A N P  s c o p e  of p r a c t i c e  or 

for o t h e r  t h a n  t h e r a p e u t i c  p u r p o s e : or

12.1 v i o l a t e d ,  anv_ p r o v i s i o n  of s t a t e  or f e d eral 

s t a t u t e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  p e r t a i n i n g  to n u r s i n g  p r a c t i c e .

(Eff. 1 / 1 3 / 8 0 ,  R e g i s t e r  73; a m  12/ 1 / 8 4 ,  R e g i s t e r  91; am  11/7/87, 

R e g i s t e r  104; am  / / , R e g i s t e r  )

A u t h o r i t y :  A S  0 8 . 6 8 . 1 0 0

12 A A C  44 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

12 A A C  4 4 . 5 2 5 .  R N A  P R E S C R I P T I V E  A U T H O R I T Y .  (a) T h e  b o a r d  

w i l l ,  in its d i s c r e t i o n ,  a u t h o r i z e  a r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e  

a n e s t h e t i s t  or  "RNA" to p r e s c r i b e  l e g e n d  d r u g s  a n d  s c h e d u l e  II 

t h r o u g h  V  c o n t r o l l e d  s u b s t a n c e s  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  a p p l i c a b l e  

s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  laws.

(b) T h e  b o a r d  w i l l  t r a n s m i t  to the B o a r d  of P h a r m a c y  a 

list of all R N A s  w i t h  p r e s c r i p t i v e  a u t h o r i t y .  T h e  list w i l l  

i n c l u d e

(1) t h e  n a m e  of t h e  a u t h o r i z e d  RNA;

(2) t h e  p r e s c r i b e r ' s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  n u m b e r  a s s i g n e d  

b y  t h e  b o a r d ;  and

(3) t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of p r e s c r i p t i v e  a u t h o r i t y .
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(c) A  r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e  w h o  a p p l i e s  for a u t h o r i z a t i o n  to 

p r e s c r i b e  d r u g s  s h a l l

(1) b e  c u r r e n t l y  a u t h o r i z e d  as an R N A  in A l a s k a ;

(2) p r o v i d e  e v i d e n c e  of c o m p l e t i o n  of 15 c o n t a c t  

h o u r s  of e d u c a t i o n  in a d v a n c e d  p h a r m a c o l o g y  r e l a t e d  to t h e  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of a n e s t h e s i a  w i t h i n  the t w o - y e a r  p e r i o d  

i m m e d i a t e l y  b e f o r e  the d a t e  of a p p l i c a t i o n ;  and

(3) s u b m i t  a c o m p l e t e d ,  n o t a r i z e d  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  on  a 

f o r m  p r o v i d e d  b y  the d e p a r t m e n t ,  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  

fee e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  12 A A C  0 2 . 280.

(d) A u t h o r i z e d  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  b y  an R N A  m u s t

(1) c o m p l y  w i t h  all a p p l i c a b l e  s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l

laws; a n d

(2) b e  s i g n e d  b y  t h e  p r e s c r i b e r  w i t h  t h e  i n i t i a l s  

"RNA" and the p r e s c r i b e r * s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  n u m b e r  a s s i g n e d  b y  the 

board.

(e) P r e s c r i p t i v e  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  w i l l ,  in t h e  b o a r d ' s  

d i s c r e t i o n ,  be t e r m i n a t e d  if t h e  R N A  has

(1) n o t  m a i n t a i n e d  c u r r e n t  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  as an RNA;

(2) p r e s c r i b e d  o u t s i d e  t h e  R N A  s c o p e  of p r a c t i c e  or 

for o t h e r  t h a n  t h e r a p e u t i c  p u r p o s e s ;  or

(3) v i o l a t e d  a n y  p r o v i s i o n  of s t a t e  o r  f e d e r a l  

s t a t u t e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  p e r t a i n i n g  to n u r s i n g  p r a c t i c e .

(f) R N A  p r e s c r i p t i v e  a u t h o r i t y  m u s t  be r e n e w e d  b i e n n i a l l y  

w i t h  ‘•he R N A  a u t h o r i z a t i o n .  D o c u m e n t a t i o n  of e i g h t  c o n t a c t  

h o u r s  of a d v a n c e d  p h a r m a c o l o g y  r e l a t i n g  to t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of
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a n e s t h e s i a  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e v i o u s  t w o  y e a r s  m u s t  be  s u b m i t t e d  at 

the ti m e  of r e n e w a l .

(g) T h e  b o a r d  w i l l  n o t i f y  t h e  B o a r d  of P h a r m a c y  w i t h i n  24 

h o u r s  a f t e r  t e r m i n a t i o n  of, or c h a n g e  in, a r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e  

a n e s t h e t i s t’s p r e s c r i p t i v e  a u t h o r i t y .  (Eff. / / ,

R e g i s t e r  )

A u t h o r i t y :  A S  0 8 . 6 8 . 1 0 0
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Addendum B

WALTER J. HICKEL G O V E R N O R

&

0 8 - H 1 3 L H

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE &  

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
DIVISION OF OCCUPA TIONAL LICENSING

7TH FLOOR FRONTIER BLOG. 
3601C STREET, SUITE 722 
ANCHORAGE, A LASKA 95503 
PHONE: (907)561-2978

F e b r u a r y  7, 19 9 1

L l o y d  Hames, C o m m i s s i o n e r  
D e p a r t m e n t  of  C o r r e c t i o n s  
P.O. B o x  T 
J u n eau, A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  C o m m i s s i o n e r  H a m e s :

T h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  h a s  r e c e n t l y  c o m p l e t e d  a f o l l o w  up 
r e v i e w  of n u r s i n g  s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  in s t a t e  c o r r e c t i o n a l  
f a c i l i t i e s .  T h e  B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  u n d e r t o o k  t h i s  s e r i e s  of 
r e v i e w s  b a s e d  u p o n  t h e i r  a u t h o r i t y  to " p u b l i s h  a d v i s o r y  
o p i n i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  w h e t h e r  n u r s i n g  p r a c t i c e ,  p r o c e d u r e s  o r  
p o l i c i e s  c o m p l y  w i t h  a c c e p t a b l e  s t a n d a r d s  of n u r s i n g  p r a c t i c e  
as d e f i n e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r "  as p r o v i d e d  in A S  0 8 . 6 8 . 1 0 0 ( 1 0 ) .

T h e  B o a r d  is f o r w a r d i n g  t h e  e n c l o s e d  r e p o r t  for y o u r  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  A t  its la s t  m e e t i n g ,  t h e  B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  
a p p r o v e d  t h e  r e p o r t  p r o v i d e d  t o  it b y  G a i l  S t e w a r t ,  ANP, B o a r d  
M e m b e r  a n d  m y s e l f .  T h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  w e r e  a d o p t e d  b y  t h e  
B o a r d  f o r  s u b m i s s i o n  to t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o r r e c t i o n s .

T h e  B o a r d  of  N u r s i n g  s t a f f  a n d  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  h a v e  d e v e l o p e d  a 
g o o d  w o r k i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  C o r r e c t i o n s  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h r o u g h  o u r  c o n t i n u e d  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  c o l l a b o r a t i o n ,  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  w i l l  be 
r esolved.

T h e  b o a r d  a g a i n  e x p r e s s e s  a p p r e c i a t i o n  to c o r r e c t i o n s  s t a f f  
w h o  a s s i s t e d  t h e m  in t h e i r  r e v i e w  of t h e  n u r s i n g  s e r v i c e s  in 
the c o r r e c t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  M a r t h a  Q u i m b y ,  N u r s e  S u p e r v i s o r  
for the D e p a r t m e n t  of  C o r r e c t i o n s ,  w a s  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  B o a r d  of 
N u r s i n g  m e e t i n g  w h e r e  t h i s  r e p o r t  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  w e r e  
d i s c u s s e d .  T h e  b o a r d  a p p r e c i a t e s  h e r  c o n t i n u e d  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
in th i s  p r o c e s s .

. .  .v*a o n  ffc'Cvc e o  a l e e *  j
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If y o u  have. a n y  q u e s t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  the r e p o r t  or 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ,  do  n o t  h e s i t a t e  to c o n t a c t  me. I w i l l  b e  in 
c o n t a c t  w i t h  E d  T h i e l e n  a n d  M a r t h a  Q u i m b y  r e g a r d i n g  f o l l o w  up 
on t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  in--the future.

S in c e r e l y ,

Ga i l  M. M c G u i l l ,  R N  
E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y  
A l a s k a  B o a r d  of N u r s i n g

cc: R i c h a r d  B e n t s o n  
E d  T h i e l e n
C o m m i s s i o n e r  G l e n  O l d s

D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  
M a r c i a  B i ssell, A c t i n g  D i r e c t o r

D i v i s i o n  of O c c u p a t i o n a l  Licei sing

1 2 8 0 n / p 6 - 7 / t b
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STEVE COWPER. GOVERNOR

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  C O M M E R C E  &
E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T

DIVISION OF OCCUPA TIONAL LICENSING

7TH FLOOR FRONTIER BLOG. 
3601 C STREET, SUITE 722 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99503 
PHONE: (907) 561-2878

TO:

D A T E : S e p t e m b e r  20, 1 9 9 0  

B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g

FROM: G a i l  S t e w a r t ,  ANP, B o a r d  M e m b e r
G a i l  M c G u i l l ,  RN, E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y

S U B J E C T :  F o l l o w - u p  o f  t h e  F e b r u a r y  1989 E v a l u a t i o n  of
N u r s i n g  S e r v i c e  in  C o r r e c t i o n a l  F a c i l i t i e s  
R e p o r t  of  1990 V i s i t s  t o  C o r r e c t i o n a l  F a c i l i t i e s

G O A L S

T h e  G o a l  o f  t h e  v i s i t  w a s  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  n u r s i n g  s e r v i c e s  
o f f e r e d  in c o r r e c t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  k e e p i n g  in m i n d  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  g o a l s  f o r  c o r r e c t i o n a l  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s ;

1. T h e  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e d  in t h e  c o r r e c t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  
s h o u l d  b e  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  t h a t  a v a i l a b l e  in t h e  c o m m u n i t y  
a n d  s u b j e c t  to  t h e  s a m e  r e g u l a t i o n s .

2. P r e s e r v e  a n d  p r o m o t e  t h e  h e a l t h  in  t h e  i n c a r c e r a t e d  
i n d i v i d u a l  w i t h i n  t h e  b r o a d e r  g o a l  of s e c u r i t y .

I N T R O D U C T I O N

F r o m  O c t o b e r  1988 t h r o u g h  J a n u a r y  1989 t h e  B o a r d  of  
N u r s i n g  c o n d u c t e d  a r e v i e w  o f  t h e  n u r s i n g  s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  in 
t h e  A n c h o r a g e  A r e a  c o r r e c t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  S u b s e q u e n t l y ,  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  w e r e  m a d e  t o  t h e  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  in F e b r u a r y  
1989, a n d  t h e s e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  w e r e  f o r w a r d e d  t o  the 
D e p a r t m e n t  of C o r r e c t i o n s .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of C o r r e c t i o n s  
r e s p o n d e d  in S e p t e m b e r  1989 w i t h  c o m m e n t s  a n d  p l a n s  for 
i m p r o v e m e n t  in s e r v i c e s .

T h e  p u r p o s e  f o r  t h e  v i s i t s  in S e p t e m b e r  1990 b y  B o a r d  of 
Nursinc; r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  w a s  to  r e v i e w  t h e  s t a t u s  of t h e  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  m a d e  to t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of C o r r e c t i o n s .

V i s i t s  w e r e  m a d e  t o  S p r i n g  Creek, W i l d w o o d ,  W i l d w o o d  
P r e t r i a l ,  H i l a n d  M o u n t a i n ,  a n d  M e a d o w  C r e e k  c o r r e c t i o n a l
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f a c i l i t i e s .  I n t e r v i e w s  w e r e  c o n d u c t e d  w i t h  D o l o r e s  Gage, RN, 
D o r o t h y  Locke, m e d i c a l  r e c o r d s  t e c h n i c i a n ,  C a r o l y n  T o w n s e n d ,  
RN, E d  L i n d q u i s t ,  RN, J o d y  Hatt, RN, a n d  D e a n n a  A h l s t r a n d ,  
RN. T h e  c l i n i c ,  e x a m i n a t i o n  a n d  i n f i r m a r y  a r e a s ;  e m e r g e n c y  
e q u i p m e n t ;  a n d  n a r c o t i c  s t o r a g e  a r e a s  w e r e  v i s i t e d .  
P r o c e d u r e s  f o r  m e d i c a t i o n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  t h e  u s e  of 
s t a n d i n g  o r d e r s  w e r e  d i s c u s s e d .  A  r a n d o m  s e l e c t i o n  o f  m e d i c a l  
r e c o r d s  w a s  r e v i e w e d .

T h i s  r e p o r t  is w r i t t e n  w i t h  t h e  i s s u e s  i d e n t i f i e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d  
in 1988 b e i n g  p r e s e n t e d  f i r s t  a n d  t h e  c u r r e n t  f i n d i n g  
i n d i c a t e d  next. T h e  s i t e  v i s i t o r s  h a v e  m a d e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  
for t h e  B o a r d  t o  c o n s i d e r  as a r e s u l t  o f  t h e i r  f i n d i n g s .

IS S U E S  REVIEWED

1. L P N 7 s a r e  r e q u e s t e d  t o  u s e  n u r s i n g  s k i l l s  w h i c h  a r e  
b e y o n d  t h e i r  s c o p e  of  p r a c t i c e .

F i n d i n g s ;  T h e  R N 7s i n t e r v i e w e d  a l l  f e l t  t h e  L P N 7s w e r e  
w o r k i n g  w i t h i n  t h e i r  s c o p e  o f  p r a c t i c e .  T h e r e  w e r e  n o  L P N 7s 
a v a i l a b l e  t o  b e  i n t e r v i e w e d .  T h e  a s s e s s m e n t  s k i l l s  w e r e  
p r a i s e d  b y  t h e  R N 7s a n d  t h e y  r e p o r t e d  t h e  L P N 7s a r e  c a l l i n g  
t h e  P A  o n  c a l l  in m o s t  i n s t a n c e s .  A  r e v i e w  o f  r a n d o m l y  
s e l e c t e d  m e d i c a l  r e c o r d s  s h o w s  a p p r o p r i a t e  c a r e  a n d  c h a r t i n g  
t e c h n i q u e s .  In fact, t h e  n u r s i n g  n o t e s  r e v i e w e d  w e r e  
e x c e p t i o n a l l y  w e l l  w r i t t e n .

2. P r e s c r i p t i o n  m e d i a t i o n s  m a y  b e  a d m i n i s t e r e d  by  
u n l i c e n s e d  a n c i l l a r y  p e r s o n n e l .  C u r r e n t  A l a s k a  p r a c t i c e  
p r o v i d e s  for P A 7s to p r e s c r i b e  d r u g s  w h i c h  a r e  d i s p e n s e d  
b y  a p h a r m a c i s t  a n d  a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  l i c e n s e d  n u r s e s .

F i n d i n g s :  M e d i c a l  T e c h n o l o g i s t s  (Med Techs) a r e  s t i l l
a d m i n i s t e r i n g  m e d i c a t i o n s  a t  W i l d w o o d  a n d  C o o k  Inlet, h o w e v e r ,  
it is n o t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  f e w e r  m e d  t e c h s  a t  C o o k  Inlet. T h e  
W i l d w o o d  m e d  t e c h  w o r k s  p a r t - t i m e  a n d  a n  e f f o r t  is b e i n g  m a d e  
to r e c r u i t  an  R N  o r  L P N  f o r  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s .

" B u b b l e  p a k s "  a r e  b e i n g  u s e d  on  a r e g u l a r  b a s i s  a n d  s t o c k  
m e d s  a r e  b e i n g  k e p t  a v a i l a b l e .  W e  d i d  n o t  f i n d  t h e  u s e  o f  o n e  
i n m a t e 7s m e d i c a t i o n s  for a n o t h e r  i n m a t e  b e i n g  d o n e  o n  a 
r e g u l a r  basis. T h e r e  w e r e  n o  c o m p l a i n t s  a b o u t  g e t t i n g  
m e d i c a t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  p h a r m a c y  in a t i m e l y  m a n n e r .

3. C o r r e c t i o n a l  o f f i c e r s  (guards) a r e  r e p o r t e d  t o  b e  
a d m i n i s t e r i n g  S c h e d u l e  II n a r c o t i c s  w h i c h  a r e  s i g n e d  o u t  
b y  t h e  nurse. T h e  d r u g s  a r e  l a b e l e d  for t h e  i n m a t e  a n d  
t u r n e d  o v e r  t o  t h e  guard.

F i n d i n g s :  T h e r e  w e r e  n o  r e p o r t s  o f  c o r r e c t i o n a l  o f f i c e r s
a d m i n i s t e r i n g  m e d i c a t i o n  e x c e p t  f o r  o v e r  t h e  c o u n t e r  
m e d i c a t i o n s .

4. M e d i c a t i o n  (and o t h e r  o r d e r s  w r i t t e n  b y  t h e  P A 7s o r  o t h e r
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p r e s c r i b e r s  s u c h  as d e n t i s t s  a n d  s u r g e o n s )  are 
t r a n s c r i b e d  t o  t h e  m e d i c a t i o n  a n d  t r e a t m e n t  r e c o r d s  b y  
t h e  s t a f f  p e r s o n  a v a i l a b l e ,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  a n  RN. S t o p  
d a t e s  f o r  m e d i c a t i o n s  a r e  n o t  u n i f o r m l y  used.

F i n d i n g s :  T h e r e  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  s o m e  c o n f u s i o n  r e g a r d i n g
t h e  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  a n d  c o - s i g n i n g  of o r d e r s .  It is t h e  
i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  E o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  t o  h a v e  t h e  PA, P h y s i c i a n ,  
o r  D e n t i s t  w r i t e  m e d i c a l  o r d e r s .  T h e s e  o r d e r s  a r e  t h e n  
t r a n s c r i b e d  o n t o  m e d i c a t i o n  s h e e t s  b y  t h e  l i c e n s e d  n u r s e  a n d  
s i g n e d  o f f  b y  a n  RN. It  is t h e  i n t e n t i o n  n o t  t o  h a v e  m e d  
t e c h s  w r i t e  o r i g i n a l  o r d e r s  o r  t o  r e c o p y  o r d e r s  o n t o  m e d  
s h e e t s  w i t h o u t  a c o - s i g n a t u r e .  T h i s  is t o  p r e v e n t  e r r o r s  
w h i c h  m a y  n o t  b e  e a s i l y  r e c o g n i z e d  b y  t h o s e  w i t h o u t  a m e d i c a l  
o r  n u r s i n g  e d u c a t i o n .

M e d i c a t i o n  s h e e t s  w e r e  r e v i e w e d  a n d  h a d  s t o p  d a t e s  n o t e d  
in m o s t  i n s t a n c e s .

5. L P N ' s  r e p o r t e d  b e i n g  t o l d  t h e y  c o u l d  a d m i n i s t e r  P R N  
m e d i c a t i o n s  i n c l u d i n g  c o n t r o l l e d  d r u g s  if t h e y  d e e m e d  
t h e m  n e c e s s a r y  a n d  t h e  P A  w o u l d  w r i t e  t h e  o r d e r  in t h e  
m o r n i n g .

F i n d i n g s :  M e d i c a l  r e c o r d s  w e r e  r e v i e w e d  f o r  i n m a t e s  s e e n
w h e n  t h e  P A  w a s  n o t  a v a i l a b l e .  T h e  L P N  d i d  a n  a s s e s s m e n t  
w i t h i n  h e r / h i s  sc o p e ,  c a l l e d  t h e  P A  a n d  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  c a s e ;  
v e r b a l  o r d e r s  w e r e  g i v e n  a n d  t h e  o r d e r s  w e r e  c o - s i g n e d  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  m o r n i n g .

W i l d w o o d  C o r r e c t i o n a l  F a c i l i t y  h a s  a s e t  o f  s t a n d i n g  
o r d e r s  w h i c h  r e q u i r e  n u r s e s  t o  u s e  a s s e s s m e n t  s k i l l s  b e y o n d  
the l e g a l  s c o p e  o f  p r a c t i c e  f o r  R N ' s  a n d  LPN's. F o r  e x a m p l e ,  
d i a g n o s i n g  a n  i n m a t e  w i t h  b a c k  p a i n  a n d  s t a r t i n g  t h e  i n m a t e  o n  
F e l d e n e  is n o t  w i t h i n  t h e  n u r s i n g  s c o p e  of  p r a c t i c e .  T h i s  
m e d i c a t i o n  h a s  s i d e  e f f e c t s  a n d  m a y  a g g r a v a t e  o t h e r  
p r e - e x i s t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s .

6. I n s t i t u t e  a q u a l i t y  a s s u r a n c e  p r o g r a m  t o  e v a l u a t e  a n d  
m a k e  i m p r o v e m e n t s  w h e r e  i n d i c a t e d  in n u r s i n g  p r a c t i c e .

F i n d i n g s :  N o  q u a l i t y  a s s u r a n c e  p l a n  w a s  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e
f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  r e v i e w i n g ,  h o w e v e r  c e n t r a l  o f f i c e  i n d i c a t e d  a 
d r a f t  w a s  a v a i l a b l e .

7. P o l i c y  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  s h o u l d  b e  d e v e l o p e d  f o r  n u r s i n g  
s e r v i c e s .

F i n d i n g s :  A  d r a f t  o f  p o l i c i e s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  for n u r s i n g
s e r v i c e s  is c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  d e v e l o p e d  a n d  w a s  r e v i e w e d .  W e  
u r g e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t .

8. I n c r e a s e  o r i e n t a t i o n  t i m e  of  n u r s i n g  s t a f f  to  o b s e r v e  
s k i l l  levels, t e a c h  p o l i c i e s  and p r o c e d u r e s ,  i m p r o v e  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  p r o m o t e  t e a m w o r k .
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F i n d i n g s :  T h e r e  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  a n e e d  t o  i n c r e a s e
o r i e n t a t i o n  t i m e  a n d  t o  i n c l u d e  o r i e n t a t i o n  in s e c u r i t y
p r o c e d u r e s  a n d  t h e  s p e c i a l  s k i l l s  n e e d e d  t o  w o r k  w i t h  
inm a t e s .  O r i e n t a t i o n s  w e r e  d e s c r i b e d  a t  e a c h  f a c i l i t y .  T h e y  
g e n e r a l l y  c o n s i s t  o f  t h r e e  s h i f t s  o f  w o r k  w i t h  a n o t h e r  n u r s e  
b u t  w i t h o u t  f o r m a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  t o  s e c u r i t y .

9. P r o v i d e  a p o s i t i o n  d e s c r i p t i o n  a t  t i m e  o f  h i r e  to 
d e s c r i b e  a n  i n i t i a l  o v e r v i e w  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .

F i n d i n g s :  A  p o s i t i o n  d e s c r i p t i o n  w a s  n o t  c o n s i s t e n t l y
f o u n d  a t  e v e r y  f a c i l i t y  at  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  v i s i t .

10. I n s t i t u t e  a c o r r e c t i o n ' s  m e d i c a l  j o b  s k i l l  c h e c k l i s t  f o r  
u s e  a t  t i m e  o f  h i r e / o r i e n t a t i o n  a s  p a r t  o f  q u a l i t y  
a s s u r a n c e  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y  a n d  t o  d o c u m e n t
k n o w l e d g e  base.

F i n d i n g s :  A  s k i l l  c h e c k l i s t  is in  t h e  d r a f t  p o l i c y  and
p r o c e d u r e  book.

11. P r o v i d e  R N  s t a f f i n g  o n  e v e r y  s h i f t  for t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  
s a f e t y  o f  i n m a t e s  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  n a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s .

F i n d i n g s :  R N  s t a f f i n g  is n o t  p r o v i d e d  o n  all s h i fts.
T h e  v i s i t o r s  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  d i f f e r  
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  in p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  h e a l t h  c a r e  n e e d s .  F o r  
i n s t a n c e ,  W i l d w o o d  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  a v e r y  q u i e t  f a c i l i t y ,  w h e r e  
M e a d o w  C r e e k  w a s  v e r y  b u s y  o n  t h e  d a y  w e  v i s i t e d .  A  c o n c e r n  
d o e s  r e m a i n ;  h o w e v e r ,  as t h e r e  is t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  a n  L P N  t o  
b e  in a p o s i t i o n  t o  n e e d  to  a d m i n i s t e r  I V  m e d s .  T h i s  
s i t u a t i o n  m a n  b e  p r e v e n t e d  w i t h  t h e  h i r i n g  of a t e m p o r a r y  R N  
o r  s c h e d u l i n g  c h a n g e s .

12. T h e  p o l i c y  s h o u l d  b e  e n f o r c e d  s o  t h a t  t h e  m e d i c a l  r e c o r d s  
g o  w i t h  t h e  i n m a t e  a t  t i m e  of  t r a n s f e r .  T h i s  is a b a s i c  
q u a l i t y  a s s u r a n c e  i t e m  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  f o r  c o n t i n u i t y  of 
c a r e  b e t w e e n  f a c i l i t i e s .

F i n d i n g s :  T h i s  s t i l l  r e m a i n s  a p r o b l e m ;  h o w e v e r ,  one
n u r s e  n o t e d  an  i m p r o v e m e n t  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  n i n e  m o n t h s .  T h e r e  
a p p e a r s  t o  b e  b e t t e r  v e r b a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  b e t w e e n  f a c i l i t i e s  
if t h e  c h a r t  d o e s  n o t  go  w i t h  t h e  i n m a t e  a t  t i m e  o f  t r a n s f e r .  
O n e  e x a m p l e  w a s  g i v e n  of a n  i n m a t e  t r a n s f e r r e d  w i t h o u t  m e d i c a l  
r e c o r d s  a n d  it w a s  t h r e e  w e e k s  u n t i l  t h e  e r r o r  w a s  r e a l i z e d .

13. C l e a r l y  d e s i g n a t e  a s u p e r v i s o r  f o r  n u r s i n g  s t a f f  a n d  a 
c h a i n  o f  c o m m a n d  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  f l o w  of  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .

F i n d i n g s :  T h e  n u r s e s  c o u l d  d e s c r i b e  t h e  c h a i n  of c o m m a n d
a n d  c o u l d  i d e n t i f y  w h o  w a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  c a r e  o n  a g i v e n  
s hift.

14. S u p p o r t  h i r i n g  a s t a t e w i d e  N u r s i n g  C o o r d i n a t o r  to 
m a i n t a i n  q u a l i t y  a s s u r a n c e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  p r a c t i c e  and
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F i n d i n g s :  A  N u r s e  I V  h a s  b e e n  h i r e d  a s  a N u r s i n g
C o o r d i n a t o r .  S h e  h a s  m a i n t a i n e d  g o o d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
B o a r d  of N u r s i n g .  W e  s u p p o r t  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  p o l i c y  
a n d  p r o c e d u r e  b o o k  c u r r e n t l y  in d r a f t  form. W e  a l s o  s u p p o r t  
t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a s t a n d a r d i z e d  s t a t e w i d e  q u a l i t y  a s s u r a n c e  
p r o g r a m  f o r  t h e  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  o f f e r e d  in a c o r r e c t i o n a l  
f a c i lity. W e  a l s o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a n  o n g o i n g  
n u r s i n g  i n s e r v i c e  p r o g r a m  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  system.

15. A  l i c e n s e d  n u r s e  d o e s  n o t  d e l e g a t e  m e d i c a t i o n  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o r  i n v a s i v e  p r o c e d u r e s  t o  u n l i c e n s e d  
p e r s o n n e l  a n d  t h e  u n l i c e n s e d  p e r s o n  is t h e r e f o r e
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  h i s  o w n  a c t i o n s .

F i n d i n g s :  I t  is n o t e d  f r o m  a m e m o  d a t e d  S e p t e m b e r  6,
1989 f r o m  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o r r e c t i o n s  
t h a t  t h e  P A  o r  A N P  a c t s  as t h e  I H C O  a n d  is r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  
h e a l t h  c a r e  d e l i v e r y  of t h e  a s s i g n e d  p e r s o n n e l .  T h e  n u r s e s  
w e r e  a b l e  t o  v e r b a l i z e  w h o  t h e i r  s u p e r v i s o r  w a s  a n d  for w h o m  
t h e y  w e r e  r e s p o n s i b l e .

16. P r o c e d u r e  is n e c e s s a r y  t o  m a i n t a i n  c o n t r o l l e d  d r u g s  u n d e r  
t w o  l o c k s  a n d  t o  p r o v i d e  for w a s t a g e  o f  d r u g s  in
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  D E A  r e g u l a t i o n s .

F i n d i n g s :  T h e r e  is a n e e d  f o r  a s t a n d a r d  m e t h o d  to
a c c o u n t  f o r  r e c e i v i n g  n a r c o t i c s  f r o m  t h e  p h a r m a c y ,  s t o r a g e  of 
t h e  m e d i c a t i o n s ,  s i g n i n g  o u t  t h e  m e d i c a t i o n s ,  a n d  r e t u r n i n g  
t h e  u n u s e d  m e d i c a t i o n s  t o  t h e  p h a r m a c y .  A t  W i l d w o o d ,  a l t h o u g h  
t h e  s u p p l y  is li m i t e d ,  t h e  n a r c o t i c s  a r e  n o t  u n d e r  t w o  locks. 
A t  H i l a n d  t h e r e  is s o m e  d i f f i c u l t y  in a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  t h e  
m e d i c a t i o n s .  In fact, w e  w e r e  u n a b l e  t o  d o  a n  a c c u r a t e
n a r c o t i c  c o u n t  at H i g h l a n d  d u r i n g  o u r  visit.

A t  o n e  f a c i l i t y  T y l e n o l  #3 w a s  n o t  f o u n d  u n d e r  l o c k  a n d  
key. A t  H i l a n d  M o u n t a i n ,  t h e  d o o r s  w e r e  l e f t  o p e n  a t  t h e  s a m e  
t i m e  c o n t r o l l e d  d r u g s  w e r e  s e t  o u t  on  t h e  c o u n t e r  e a s i l y
a c c e s s i b l e  to a n y  i n m a t e  o r  s t a f f  m e m b e r  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  c l i n i c  
a r e a .

17. U s e  o f  t r e a t m e n t  p r o t o c o l s  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  n o t  u s e  
s t a n d i n g  o r d e r s  w h i c h  r e q u i r e  a s s e s s m e n t  a n d  d i a g n o s i s .

F i n d i n g s :  A  s e t  of s t a n d i n g  o r d e r s  w a s  f o u n d  at
W i l d w o o d .  W e  s t r o n g l y  e n c o u r a g e  a b o l i s h i n g  t h e  u s e  of 
s t a n d i n g  o r d ers. O f t e n  t h e  u s e  o f  s t a n d i n g  o r d e r s  r e q u i r e s
d i a g n o s i n g  a n d  p r e s c r i b i n g  w h i c h  is n o t  in t h e  s c o p e  of 
p r a c t i c e  for R N ' s  o r  LPN's.

R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

1. It is c r i t i c a l  t h a t  t h e  n a r c o t i c  s t o r a g e  and 
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  b e  s t a n d a r d i z e d .  A  m e c h a n i s m  n e e d s  t o  b e  in

provision of ongoing continuing education.
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p l a c e  to  a c c o u n t  f o r  d r u g s  d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  f a c i l i t y ,  d r u g s  
r e t u r n e d  t o  p h a r m a c y ,  s t o r a g e  o f  drugs, a n d  a m e t h o d  t o  a l l o w  
f o r  e a s y  c o u n t i n g  w i t h  e v e r y  s h i f t  c h a n g e .

2. A b o l i s h  t h e  u s e  o f  s t a n d i n g  o r d e r s  b y  n u r s i n g  st a f f .

3. I n s t i t u t e  a q u a l i t y  a s s u r a n c e  p l a n  w h i c h  is s t a n d a r d i z e d
a m o n g  all t h e  f a c i l i t i e s .

4. I n c r e a s e  o r i e n t a t i o n  t i m e  a n d  i n c l u d e  an o r i e n t a t i o n  t o  
s e c u r i t y  p r o c e d u r e s .  Id e a l l y ,  a n  i n s e r v i c e  p r o g r a m  o n  a 
r e g u l a r  b a s i s  c o u l d  b e  o f f e r e d .  W e  s u g g e s t  f i l i n g  
d o c u m e n t a t i o n  o f  o r i e n t a t i o n  i n c l u d i n g  o r i e n t a t i o n  t o  s e c u r i t y  
in e a c h  n u r s e ' s  p e r s o n n e l  file.

5. L i c e n s e d  n u r s i n g  p e r s o n n e l  t r a n s c r i b e  t h e  m e d i c a l  o r d e r s  
o n t o  m e d i c a t i o n  s h e e t s  a n d  t h e  o r d e r s  m u s t  b e  s i g n e d  o f f  b y  a 
r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e  w i t h i n  24 h o u r s .  S h o u l d  a n  i n m a t e ' s  
m e d i c a t i o n  s h e e t s  n e e d  t o  b e  r e c o p i e d ,  a l i c e n s e d  n u r s e  s h o u l d  
r e v i e w  t h e  s h e e t s  a n d  c o - s i g n  t h e  n e w  s h e e t  to v e r i f y  a c c u r a c y  
in o r d e r  t o  p r e v e n t  e r r ors.

6. C o n t i n u e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  t h e  m r d i c a l  r e c o r d s  
w i t h  t h e  i n m a t e  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t r a n s f e r .  P r o m o t e  v e r b a l  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a m o n g  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  s h o u l d  t h e  r e c o r d  n o t  g o  
w i t h  t h e  t r a n s f e r  of  t h e  inmate.

7. S u p p o r t  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  d e v e l o p m e n t  of  t h e  p o l i c y  a n d  
p r o c e d u r e  b o o k  c u r r e n t l y  in p r o g r e s s .

8. S u p p o r t  t h e  h i r i n g  c f  a n  R N  f o r  e v e r y  s h i f t  a n d  t h e  u s e
of  L P N ' s  f o r  s u p p o r t  p e r s o n n e l .

9. R e c o r d s  o f  w o r k  s c h e d u l e s ,  C P R  u p d a t e s ,  a n d  c o n t i n u i n g  
e d u c a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  a v a i l a b l e  in e a c h  n u r s e ' s  file.

1 2 1 5 n / m h
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Addendum C

Alaska Board o f Nursing 
. FACT SHEET

LICENSING OF FOREIGN EDUCATED REGISTERED NURSES

Endorsement Information

In order to be licensed in Alaska, a nurse must pass the National Council Licensing Exam 
for Registered Nurses (NCLEX-RN). If the nurse was licensed by exam in another state or 
U.S. Territory (jurisdiction), the nurse is eligible for a license by endorsement in A aska. 
This requires:

completion of an application, 
payment of fees,
verification of current licensure in another jurisdiction, 
verification of original license from the state where the NCLEX-RN  
examination was taken,
completion of the reference/work verification and 
submission of a transcript from the applicants nursing program.

It is acceptable for the nurse to obtain a certified true copy of the transcript from the Board 
of Nursing where the nurse was originally licensed. If the nurse holds a certificate from the 
Commission on Graduates of Foreign Nursing Schools (CGFNS), a certified true copy of 
the certificate may be submitted in lieu of transcripts.

Nurses applying for license by endorsement who hold a current license in another 
jurisdiction are eligible for a temporary permit.

Examination Informat ion:

If a nurse seeking to be licensed is not licensed in another United States jurisdiction, the 
nurse must take the NCLEX-RN. The license by exam process includes completion o f the 
state application and submission o f fees, verification from a nursing education program 
attesting to completion of RN education and submission of the original transcript trom the 
school of nursing. An application and fee must also be submitted to the NCLEX Data 
Center to reserve a seat for the examination.

Alaska does not i equire foreign nurse graduates to hold a certificate from the Commission 
on C raduates of Foreign Nursing Schools. If the nurse does hold a CGFNS certificate, the 
nurse is eligible for a temporary permit by exam. Transcripts from CGFNS are acceptable 
in lieu of transcripts from the school of nursing. The Alaska Board of Nursing recognizes 
the CGFNS certificate holder as meeting the educational requirements for licensure in 
Alaska. If the applicant was accepted to take CGFNS exam but didn’t take it or failed the 
exam, the Alaska board will accept the CGFNS transcript review as meeting our education 
requirement, once a copy o f the CGFNS transcript review is received.

The Board of Nursing has recently evaluated the statutes and regulations which pertain to 
the CGFNS requirement. The Board o f Nursing is in the process of beginning to seek 
statutory changes so that Alaska will no longer issue temporary permits to CGFNS holders. 
The Board is following a national trend in this regard. The studies on NCLEX RN pass 
rates of CGFNS certificate holders indicate the success rate has declined. The CGFNS 
certificate does not have an expiration date so a n ,/se could hold a certificate but not have 
practiced nursing in five or more years. Another problem which has been noted is that 
CGFNS certificate holders may take the exam in several states unsuccessfully then apply to 
take NCLEX here as first time candidates thus qualifying for a temporary permit.



At the request of Boards of Nursing, the Commission is exploring the possibility o f offering 
a credential review service to foreign educated nurses. This would provide the Board with 
information on whether the foreign nurses’ education is equivalent to that required in 
Alaska.

The Alaska Board o f Nursing advises foreign nurse graduates who do not hold CGFNS 
certificates to take the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) exam to ascertain 
whether English comprehension skills are adequate to proceed with the nurse licensure 
exam. Information on this exam is available through the University o f Alaska Counseling 
Center offices. If the nurse believes her/his English skills to be adequate, the board 
suggests the nurse take the National Council Licensing Exam for practical nurses. If the 
nurse passes this exam, sh e/h e  may then work as an LPN and gain valuable nursing 
experience in Alaska as well as the health care terminology used here. The successful LPN 
may then proceed to take the RN exam.

Canadian Nurses

Alaska Statute 08.68.200(2) allows for license by endorsement of a registered nurse who has 
passed the Canadian Nurses’ Association Testing Service (CNATS) exam. We currently 
issue temporary permits to Canadian nurses with active licenses from provinces who use the 
CNATS exam.

If the nurse is from a province that does not use CNATS (Ontario) or a province that allows 
the exam to be taken in French, the nurse must apply for licensure by examination.

The Board has reviewed recent information on the CNATS exam and found that the 
current exam is no longer comparable to NCLEX-RN. It is the Board’s intention to initiate 
changes in these regulations in the next year.

H -l Visa iiilLrmation:

The Alaska Board of Nursing frequently receives inquiries from foreign educated nurses 
who want to work in Alaska. If the nurse is not a citizen of the United States, an H -l work 
visa is required to work here. Visa information is available through Immigration and 
Naturalization Services. The H -l work visa requires a nurse to be currently licensed (or 
hold a temporary permit and a CGFNS certificate) and be sponsored by an agency who is 
willing to employ the nurse. The Board of Nursing recommends to employers and foreign 
nurse graduates that the nurse hold a permanent license prior to applying for the H -l work 
visa. This prevents the situation where an H -l work visa is issued to a nurse on a temporary 
permit who then fails the examination and is unable to continue to be employed as a 
licensed nurse.

Further information on licensing and regulation of foreign educated nurses is available 
from the Executive Secretary, Board of Nursing, 3601 C Street, Suite 722. Anchorage, AK 
99503.
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Addendum

NURSING EDUCATION PROGRAMS IN  ALASKA

B A C C A L A U R E A T E  D E G R E E  P R O G R A M

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a ,  A n c h o r a g e
S c h o o l  of N u r s i n g  a n d  t h e  H e a l t h  S c i e n c e s
32 2 1  P r o v i d e n c e  D r i v e
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 8
Phone: (907) 7 8 6 - 1 2 6 7

Dean: L a u r a  M a c L a e h l a n ,  PhD, R N
E s t a b l i s h e d :  1968 a t  A l a s k a  M e t h o d i s t  U n i v e r s i t y
A c c r e d i t a t i o n  b y  A l a s k a  B o a r d  of N u r s i n g  in 1973

M A S T E R ' S  D E G R E E  P R O G R A M

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a ,  A n c h o r a g e  
S c h o o l  of  N u r s i n g  a n d  t h e  H e a l t h  S c i e n c e s  
3 2 2 1  P r o v i d e n c e  D r i v e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 8

Dean: L a u r a  M a c L a e h l a n ,  PhD, R N
E s t a b l i s h e d :  19 8 1

A S S O C I A T E  D E G R E E  P R O G R A M S

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a ,  A n c h o r a g e  
3 2 2 1  P r o v i d e n c e  D r i v e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 8  
Phone: (907) 7 8 6 - 1 2 7 3

C O O R D I N A T O R :  A n i t a  W a t t s - S o q u e t ,  RN, M N
E s t a b l i s h e d :  1970
A c c r e d i t a t i o n  b y  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  in 1973
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A d d e n d u m  E

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

N U R S E  A I D E  A P P R O V E D  P R O G R A M S

P R O C A R E
P r o f e s s i o n a l  T r a i n i n g  S y s t e m s ,  Inc. #1
S u i t e  1525
1 2 0 1  P e a c h t r e e  S t r e e t ,  N.E.
A t l a n t a ,  G e o r g i a  3 0 3 6 1

St. A n n ' s  N u r s i n g  H o m e  #2
415 6 t h  S t r e e t
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1
C o n t a c t :  C a t h y  K o l l i g a n ,  R.N.

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  S o u t h e a s t  #3
7 t h  & M a d i s o n  
K e t c h i k a n ,  AK. 9 9 9 0 1  
C o n t a c t :  P a t  C l e v e n g e r ,  R N

K o t z e b u e  S e n i o r  C i t i z e n s  C u l t u r a l  C e n t e r  #4
P. 0. B o x  1073
K o t z e b u e ,  A K  9 9 9 0 1
C o n t a c t :  N a n c y  F a r r i n g t o n ,  RN, D D N

Q u y a a n a  C a r e  C e n t e r  #5
P. 0. B o x  966 
Nome, A K  9 9 7 6 2
C o n t a c t :  L i n d a  P e t ers, RN, D D N

O u r  L a d y  o f  C o m p a s s i o n  #6
4 9 0 0  E a g l e  S t r e e t
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 0 3
C o n t a c t :  B e l l e  C u n n i n g h a m ,  L P N

K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  C o l l e g e  #7
3 4 8 2 0  C o l l e g e  D r i v e  
S o l d o t n a ,  A K  9 9 6 6 9
C o n t a c t :  F o r r e s t  T r e s s l e r / C o n n i e  Smith, R N

H e r i t a g e  P l a c e  #8
232 R o c k w e l l  
S o l d o t n a ,  A K  9 9669 
C o n t a c t :  C o n n i e  Smith, R N

D i r e c t o r  o f  N u r s i n g

S o u t h  P e n i n s u l a  H o s p i t a l ,  L T C  #9
43 0 0  B a r t l e t t  
Homer, A l a s k a  9 9603 
C o n t a c t :  S u e  B r o oks, L P N


