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W e  s t r o n g l y  u r g e  y o u  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  n e g a t i v e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  t h i s  il l a d v i s e d  a n d  
u n n e c e s s a r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  a s k  t h a t  y o u  n o t  s u p p o r t  it in a n y  w a y .

S i n c e r e l y ,

M u g en t ,  P r e s i d e n t

c c :  V i r g in ia  C o l l i n s  
D i c k  E l i a s o n  
R i c k  H a l f o r d  

J a y  K e r t u l l a



A p r i l  5, 1 9 9 1

S e n a t o r  D r u e  P e a r c e ,  ( . . a i r m a n  
S e n a t e  L a b o r  & C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P . O .  B o x  V  ( M S  3 1 0 0 )  

u u n e a u ,  A  K  9 9 8 1 1

S u b j e c t :  C S  S B 9 5

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P e a r c e ,

M .  W a t t  & S c o t t  i s  a  n o n - u n i o n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n t r a c t o r  i n  

t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  W e  f e e l  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  a l l o w i n g  t h e  

S t a t e  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  p r o j e c t  l a b o r  a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  u n i o n s  o n  

p u b l i c  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s  w o u l d  b e  e x t r e m e l y  h a r m f u l  

t o  e v e r y o n e  i n v o l v e d .

I t  f o r c e s  c o n t r a c t o r s  l i k e  o u r s e l v e s  t o  d e a l  w i t h  h i r i n g  o u t  

o f  s t a t e  e m p l o y e e s ,  n o n s e l e c t i v e l y ,  t h e r e b y  l e a v i n g  

o u r s e l v e s  o p e n  t o  i n f e r i o r  l a b o r  f o r c e s .  W o r s t  o f  a l l ,  i t  

c o u l d  s e v e r e l y  l i m i t  o r  e l i m i n a t e  c o m p e t i t i v e  b i d d i n g  o n  

p u b l i c l y  f u n d e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s .  W e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s e e  

p u b l i c  p r o j e c t s  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  b i d  o p e n l y  & c o m p e t i t i v e l y .

W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  a r r a n g e m e n t  w o u l d  d r i v e  t h e  c o s t  o f  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  u p  a n d  p o s s i b l y  o v e r  t h e  f u n d s  a l l o c a t e d  f o r  

m a n y  p r o j e c t s .  T h e  c o m p e t i t i v e  m a r k e t  i s  w h a t  o u r  c o u n t r y  i s  

b a s e d  o n .  A l a s k a  f o r  A l a s k a n s !

W e  h a v e  a l w a y s  p r e f e r r e d  t o  p u t  l o c a l  p e o p l e  t o  w o r k ,  a n d  
r e a l i z e  t h a t  w e  g e t  t h e  b e s t  q u a l i t y  o f  w o r k  f r o m  t h i s  

p o l i c y  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a n y  l e g i s l a t o r  n o t  

a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  u n i o n  i n f l u e n c e s  w o u l d  n o t  s e e  t h i s  b i l l  f o r  

w h a t  i t  i s .  T h e  u n i o n s  n e a r l y  c a u s e d  t h e  d o w n f a l l  o f  f r e e  

e n t e r p r i s e  i n  t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  w o r l d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  s e v e n t i e s ,  

l e t s  r i o t  r e p e a t  t h a t  m i s t a k e .

W e  a s k  t h a t  y o u  c a r e f u l l y  r e v i e w  t h e  a f f e c t s  o f  t h i s  b i l l ,  

a n d  d o  e v e r y t h i n g  p o s s i b l e  t o  s e e  t h a t  i t  d o e s  n o t  p a s s .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  t i m e .

G l e n n  W a t t s  

P r e s .

£ C ‘. Cou-ifNiC,
Dvck. \5 a A-'b.oM
RvoiC g.Wru£o<-0 
I f * ' !  (gLeRTU.'-A-
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JAMES P. SHELDON CO., INC.
3 / 2 1 / 9 1

S e n a t o r  D r u  P i e r c e

P . O .  B o x  V

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P i e r c e :

I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x p r e s s  m y  v e r y  s e r i o u s  

c o n c e r n s  w i t h  r e g a r d s  t o  C S  S B  9 5 ,  a b i l l  s e e k i n g  t o  a l l o w  t h e
s t a t e  a n d / o r  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  p r o j e c t  l a b o r

a g r e e m e n t s .  M y  c o n c e r n s  i n v o l v e  t h e  e c o n o m i c  a n d  e t h i c a l  i m p a c t  

w h i c h  t h i s  b i l l  c o u l d  c o n c e i v a b l y  p r o j e c t  f o r  b o t h  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

i n d u s t r y  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a n  p o p u l a c e  i n  g e n e r a l .

A s  a s m a l l  b u s i n e s s  o w n e r  (a m a t e r i a l  s u p p l i e r )  I a m  n e c e s s a r i l y  

i n v o l v e d  in  a n d  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n d u s t r y  j s  a 

w h o l e .  T h o u g h  w o  p r o v i d e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  m a t e r i a l s  r a t h e r  t h a n  l a b o r ,  

w e  w o u l d  b e  a f f e c t e d  a d v e r s e l y  b y  a n y  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  d i s c o u n t s  

f r e e  a n d  o p e n  e n t e r p r i s e  w i t h i n  o u r  i n d u s t r y .  T o  d i c t a t e  t o  a 

c o n t r a c t o r  o r  s u b  c o n t r a c t o r  w h i c h  l a b o r  f o r c e  m u s t  b e  u s e d  

e s s e n t i a l l y  m a n d a t e s  t h e  cou rs e?  o f  a n  e n t i r e  g o v e r n m e n t  c o n t r a c t  - 

f i n a n c i a l l y  r e s t r i c t i n g ,  i f  n o t  e l i m i n a t i n g ,  m a n y  c o n t r a c t o r s .

T h i s ,  in t u r n ,  a f f e c t s  a l l  o f  t h e  o t h e r  e n t i t i e s  w h i c h  m i g h t  b e  

p o t e n t i a l l y  i n v o l v e d  in  o r  s t a n d  t o  b e n e f i t  f r o m  a p u b l i c  c o n t r a c t .  

In o u r  p a r t i c u l a r  b u s i n e s s ,  w e  a r e  a l w a y s  a f f e c t e d  b y  a

c o n t r a c t o r ' s  b u d g e t  a n d ,  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  a b u d g e t  d e f i c i t ,  a r e

s u b j e c t  co a f t e r  b i d  " s h o p p i n g "  w h i c h  o f t e n  r e s u l t s  i n  f i n a n c i a l  

l o s s .  O u t  o f  s t a t e  m a t e r i a l  b a r g a i n i n g  a n d  i n f e r i o r  m a t e r i a l  

q u a l i t i e s  a r e  t w o  v e r y  c o n c e i v a b l e  m e a n s  b y  w h i c h  a n  o v e r  b u d g e t  

c o n t r a c t o r  m i g h t  c o m p e n s a t e  f o r  l a b o r  r e s t r i c t i o n s  i m p o s e d  b y  a 

l a b o r  b i l l  s u c h  a s  S B  9 5 .  A s  p r i v a t e  b u s i n e s s m e n ,  s u r e l y  M r .  R o d e y  

a n d  M r .  M e n a r d  c a n  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  o f  a b u s i n e s s  t o

s u c c e s s f u l l y  s u r v i v e  a n d  t h r i v e  w i t h i n  a v a c u u m .

It i s  e q u a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  t h e  i n e q u a l i t i e s  e x e m p l i f i e d  in t h e  

p r o p o s e d  c o n t e n t  o f  S B  9 5  n o t  b e  i g n o r e d .  T h e  A l a s k a n  p o p u l a c e  in  

g e n e r a l  s h o u l d  b e  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  p r o p o s e d  

l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h e  s t a t e  ( a n d  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s )  s h o u l d  n o t  

h a v e  t o  b e  r e m i n d e d  t h a t  t h e y ,  in e s s e n c e ,  a r e  n o t  a s e p a r a t e  

e n t i t y  b u t  a r e ,  a n d  h a v e  al . T y s  b e e n ,  c o m p r i s e d  o f  e v e r y  i n d i v i d u a l  

A l a s k a n .  T h e  s t a t e  ( a n d  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s )  a r e  p r i m a r i l y  

s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  n o t  v i c e  

v e r s a .  T h e  s t a t e  ( a n d  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s )  s h o u l d ,

e t h i c a l l y ,  n o t  e v e n  c o n s i d e r  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  p r o p o s e s  t o  

r e s t r i c t ,  p r o h i b i t  o r  m a n d a t e  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  i t s  i n d i v i d u a l  

c i t i z e n r y  t o  w o r k  p u b l i c  p r o j e c t s  d u e  t o  p r i v a t e  " l a b o r

a g r e e m e n t s " .  O n e  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  t o  w o r k  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

i n d u s t r y  t o  r e c o g n i z e  s u c h  i m p r o p r i e t i e s .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  t a k i n g  t h e  tir.ie t o  r e a d  t h i s  a n d  I s i n c e r e l y  h o p e  y o u  

w i l l  t r y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  b r o a d  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  S B  9 5  a n d  t h a t  

t h o s e  w h o  o p p o s e  i t  a r e  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  a n t i - l a b o r  o r  a n t i - u n i o n .  I 

t h i n k ,  r a t h e r ,  i t  i s  a m a t t e r  o f  p r o - c h o i c e  a n d  p r o - l a b o r  f o r

J A M E S  P .  S H E L D O N  C O . ,  I N C .

1132 E. 74th AVE., SUITE 107 — ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99518 — FAX (907)522-1077 — (907)349-7653



e v e r y o n e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

L i n d a  N a y l  

V i c e  P r e s i d e n t

J a m e s  P. S h e l d o n  C o m p a n y ,  I n c .



460 GRUBSTAKE AVE., HOMER, ALASKA, 99603 (907) 235-8400 FAX (907) 235-8731

A p r i l  5 ,  1 9 9 1

S e n a t o r  D r u e  P e a r c e ,  C h a i r m a n  
S e n a t e  L a b o r  S< C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
PO  B o x  V (M S  3 1 0 0 )
J u n e a u ,  AK 9 9 8 1 1

S u b j e c t :  C S  S B 9 5

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P e a r c e :

J a y - B r a n t  G e n e r a l  C o n t r a c t o r s  i s  a n  o p e n  s h o p  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
c o n t r a c t o r  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  We f e e l  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  
a l l o w i n g  t h e  S t a t e  c o  e n t e r  i n t o  p r o j e c t  l a b o r  a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  
l a b o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o n  p u b l i c  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s  w o u l d  b e  
h i g h l y  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  e v e r y o n e  c o n c e r n e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  l a b o r ,  
m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  t h e  p u b l i c .

F i r s t ,  i t  s e e k s  t o  e q u a t e  u n i o n  h i r e  w i t h  l o c a l  h i r e  a n d  t h e r e b y  
a s s o c i a t e s  o p e n  s h o p  c o n t r a c t o r s  w i t h  n o n - l o c a l  h i r e .  T h i s  
i n f e r e n c e  i s  s i m p l y  n o t  t r u e  a n d  a  g r e a t  d i s s e r v i c e  t o  A l a s k a n  
o p e n  s h o p  b u s i n e s s e s .  S e c o n d ,  i t  a l l o w s  p u b l i c  e m p l o y e r s  t o  
f o r c e  e m p l o y e e s  i n t o  i n v o l u n t a r y  u n i o n  m e m b e r s h i p .  F i n a l l y ,  a n d  
m o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  i t  c o u l d  s e v e r e l y  l i m i t  o r  e l i m i n a t e  
c o m p e t i t i v e  b i d d i n g  o n  p u b l i c l y  f u n d e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s .  We 
b e l i e v e  s t r o n g l y  i n  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  f r e e  a n d  o p e n  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  
b i d d i n g  a n d  o b t a i n i n g  p u b l i c  w o r k .  I t  p r o v i d e s  t h e  b e s t  q u a l i t y  
s e r v i c e s  f o r  t h e  l o w e s t  c o s t s ,  a n d  t o  p r e t e n d  o t h e r w i s e  i s  s i m p l y  
b a d  p u b l i c  p o l i c y .

A s  a n  A l a s k a n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o m p a n y  w e  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  s h o r t  a n d  
l o n g  t e r m  e c o n o m i c  b e n e f i t s  o f  h i r i n g  A l a s k a n s .  We c a n n o t  
u n d e r s t a n d  w h y  A l a s k a n  l e g i s l a t o r s  w o u l d  e v e n  c o n s i d e r  p l a c i n g  
o u r  c o m p a n y  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  w h e r e  o u r  A l a s k a n  e m p l o y e e s  w o u l d  b e  
e x c l u d e d  f r o m  A l a s k a n  p u b l i c  c o n s t r u c t i o n  j o b s .

We s t r o n g l y  u r g e  y o u  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  n e g a t i v e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  
t h i s  i l l  a d v i s e d  a r . d  u n n e c e s s a r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  a s k  t h a t  y o u  n o t  
s u p p o r t  i t  i n  a n y  w a y .

S i n c e r e l y ,

/ 7 ? 'T P a r t n e rC .  A .
J A Y - B R A N T  G E N E R A L  C O N T R A C T O R S



J . N .  M k U p A N E S  C o n s t r u c t i o n  C o .

P.O. Box 872040 
WasUIa, AIasI<a 99687 

576-5170

A p r i l  4 .  1 9 9 1

S e n a t o r  D r u e  P e a r c e .  C h a i rm a n  
S e n a t e  L a b o r  & Commerce C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P . O .  B o x  V (MS 3 1 0 0 )
J u n e a u .  AK 9 9 8 1 1

S u b j e c t : CS S B 9 5

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P e a r c e .

J . N .  M a la p a n e s  C o n s t r u c t i o n  C ompany i s  a n  o p e n  s h o p  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n t r a c t o r  i n  
t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  We f e e l  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  a l l o w i n g  t h e  S t a t e  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  
p r o j e c t  l a b o r  a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  l a b o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o n  p u b l i c  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
p r o j e c t s  w o u ld  b e  h i g h l y  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  e v e r y o n e  c o n c e r n e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  l a b o r ,  
m an ag em en t ,  a n d  t h e  p u b l i c .

F I R S T ,  i t  s e e k s  t o  e q u a t e  u n i o n  h i r e  w i t h  l o c a l  h i r e  a n d  t h e r e b y  a s s o c i a t e s  o p e n  
s h o p  c o n t r a c t o r s  w i t h  n o n - l o c a l  h i r e .  T h i s  i n f e r e n c e  i s  s i m p l y  NOT t r u e  a n d  i s  
a  g r e a t  d i s s e r v i c e  t o  A l a s k a n  o p e n  s h o p  b u s i n e s s .  SECOND, i t  a l l o w s  p u b l i c  
e m p l o y e r s  t o  f o r c e  e m p lo y e e s  i n t o  i n v o l u n t a r y  u n i o n  m e m b e r s h ip .  F IN A LLY , a n d  
m o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  i t  c o u l d  s e v e r e l y  l i m i t  o r  e l i m i n a t e  c o m p e t i t i v e  b i d d i n g  o n  
p u b l i c l y  f u n d e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s .  We b e l i e v e  s t r o n g l y  i n  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  
f r e e  a n d  o p e n  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  b i d d i n g  a n d  o b t a i n i n g  p u b l i c  w o r k .  I t  p r o v i d e s  t h e  
b e s t  q u a l i t y  s e r v i c e s  f o r  t h e  l o w e s t  c o s t s ,  a n d  t o  p r e t e n d  o t h e r w i s e  i s  s i m p l y  
b a d  p u b l i c  p o l i c y .

As a n  A l a s k a n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c om pany  we r e c o g n i z e  t h e  s h o r t  a n d  l o n g  t e rm  e c o n o m ic  
b e n e f i t s  o f  h i r i n g  A l a s k a n s .  We c a n n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  why A l a s k a n  l e g i s l a t o r s  w o u ld  
e v e n  c o n s i d e r  p l a c i n g  o u r  c om pany  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  w h e r e  o u r  A l a s k a n  e m p l o y e e s  
w o u ld  b e  e x c l u d e d  f r o m  A l a s k a n  p u b l i c  c o n s t r u c t i o n  j o b s .

We STRONGLY u r g e  y o u  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  n e g a t i v e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  t h i s  i l l  a d v i s e d  
a n d  u n n e c e s s a r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  a s k  t h a t  y o u  n o t  s u p p o r t  i t  i n  a n y  w ay .

J . N .  M a la p a n e s  C o n s t r u c t i o n  Company

c c :  V i r g i n i a  C o l l i n s
D i c k  E l i a s o n  
R i c k  H a l f o r d

S i n c e r e l y .
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S e n a t o r  D ru e  P e a r c e ,  C h a i rm a n  
S e n a t e  L a b o r  & Commerce C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P .O .  Box  V (MS 3 1 0 0 )
J u n e a u ,  AK 9 9 8 1 1

S u b j e c t :  CS SB95

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P e a r c e :

J o h n s o n  C o n s t r u c t i o n  & S u p p l y ,  I n c .  i s  an o p e n  s h o p  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n t r a c t o r  
i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  We f e e l  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  a l l o w i n g  t h e  S t a t e  t o  e n t e r
i n t o  p r o j e c t  l a b o r  a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  l a b o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  on p u b l i c  c o n s t r u c t i o n
p r o j e c t s  w o u ld  be  h i g h l y  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  e v e r y o n e  c o n c e r n e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  l a b o r ,  
m anagem en t and  t h e  p u b l i c .

F i r s t ,  i t  s e e k s  t o  e q u a t e  u n i o n  h i r e  w i t h  l o c a l  h i r e  and  t h e r e b y  a s s i c i a t e ?  
o p e n  s h o p  c o n t r a c t o r s  w i t h  n o n - l o c a l  h i r e .  T h i s  i n f e r e n c e  i s  s i m p l y  n o t  t r u e  
and  a g r e a t ,  d i s s e r v i c e  t o  A l a s k a n  o p e n  s h o p  b u s i n e s s e s .  S e c o n d ,  i t  a l l o w s  
p u b l i c  e m p l o y e r s  t o  f o r c e  e m p l o y e e s  i n t o  i n v o l u n t a r y  u n i o n  m e m b e r s h ip .  F i n a l l y ,  
and  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  i t  c o u l d  s e v e r e l y  l i m i t ,  o r  e l i m i n a t e  c o m p e t i t i v e  b i d d i n g  
on  p u b l i c l y  f u n d e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s .  We b e l i e v e  s t r o n g l y  in  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  
o f  f r e e  and  op en  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  b i d d i n g  and o b t a i n i n g  p u b l i c  w o r k .  I t  p r o v i d e s  
t h e  b e s t  q u a l i t y  s e r v i c e s  f o r  t h e  l o w e s t  c o s t s ,  and  t o  p r e t e n d  o t h e r w i s e  i s  
s i m p l y  bad p u b l i c  p o l i c y .

As an A l a s k a n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c om pany  we r e c o g n i z e  t h e  s h o r t  and  l o n g  t e rm  e c o ­
n om ic  b e n e f i t s  o f  h i r i n g  A l a s k a n s .  We c a n n o t ,  u n d e r s t a n d  why A l a s k a n  l e g i s l a t o r s  
w o u ld  e v e n  c o n s i d e r  p l a c i n g  o u r  c om pany  in  a p o s i t i o n  w h e re  o u r  A l a s k a n  e m p l o y ­
e e s  w o u ld  be  e x c l u d e d  f r o m  A l a s k a n  p u b l i c  c o n s t r u c t i o n  j o b s .

We s t r o n g l y  u r g e  y o u  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  n e g a t i v e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  t h i s  i l l  a d v i s e d  
and  u n n e c e s s a r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  an d  a s k  t h a t  y o u  n o t  s u p p o r t  i t  i n  a n y  w ay .

V i c e  P r e s i d e n t

c c :  V i r g i n i a  Co l  I i n s
D i c k  F I i a s o n  
R i c k  H a l f o r d  
J a y  K e r t t u l a

S i n c e r e l y ,
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JOHNSON S e n a t o r  D r u e  P e a r c e ,  C h a i r m a n  

S e n a t e  L a b o r  & C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P . O .  B o x  V  ( M S  3 1 0 0 )
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

CON
A p r i l  9 ,  1 9 9 1

S U B J E C T :  C S  S B 9 5

P e a r  S e n a t o r  P e a r c e :

J o h n s o n  C o n t r o l s ,  I n c .  i s  a  u n i o n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n t r a c t o r  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  

A l a s k a .  W e  f e e l  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  a l l o w i n g  t h e  S t a t e  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  p r o j e c t  

l a b o r  a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  l a b o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  p u b l i c  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s  

w o u l d  b e  h i g h l y  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  e v e r y o n e  c o n c e r n e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  l a b o r ,  
m a n a g e m e n t ,  a n d  t h e  p u b l i c .

F i r s t ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e q u i r e s  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  e n t i t y  t o  r e t a i n  s u b s t a n t i a l  

c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  m e a n s ,  m a n n e r ,  a n d  s t a n d a r d s  o f  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  a l l  e m p l o y e e s  

o n  t h e  j o b .  T h i s  r e q u i r e m e n t  r e p r e s e n t s  a  m o n u m e n t a l  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  t r a ­
d i t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e n  t h e  o w n e r  a n d  c o n t r a c t o r .

S e c o n d ,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a g e n c y  a n d  t h e  l a b o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  c o u l d  r e f r a i n  

f r o m  d o i n g  b u s i n e s s  w i t h  a  c o n t r a c t o r ,  s u b c o n t r a c t o r ,  o r  o t h e r  p e r s o n .

I n  e s s e n c e ,  t h i s  p r o v i s i o n  m i g h t  a l l o w  a n  i n n o c e n t  p a r t y  t o  b e  " b l a c k l i s t e d "  

f r o m  b i d d i n g  o n  w o r k  s u b j e c t  t o  a  p r o j e c t  l a b o r  a g r e e m e n t .

T h i r d ,  w a g e  r a t e s  a n d  f r i n g e  b e n e f i t s  a r e  d e f i n e d  i n  t h e  D a v i s - B a c o n  A c t ,  

a n d  e n s u r e  t h a t  a l l  C o n t r a c t o r s ,  U n i o n  o r  N o n - u n i o n ,  p a y  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  

w a g e s  a n d  b e n e f i t s .  I f  t h e  p u b l i c  s e c t o r  u n d e r t a k e s  t o  r e a c h  P r o j e c t  
A g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  t h e  U n i o n s  a n d  t o  m a k e  t h o s e  a g r e e m e n t s  b i n d i n g  o n  

C o n t r a c t o r s  b i d d i n g  a n d  p e r f o r m i n g  S t a t e  f u n d e d  p r o j e c t s ,  o u r  c u r r e n n t  

p r o c e s s  o f  b a r g a i n i n g  w i t h  t h e s e  U n i o n s  w i l l  b e  s u b v e r t e d  w h i c h  i s  a n  

i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  o u r  c o m p e t i t i v e  b i d  p r o c e s s  a n d  f r e e  m a r k e t  e c o n o m y .

W e  s t r o n g l y  u r g e  y o u  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  n e g a t i v e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  t h i s  i l l  a d v i s e d  

a n d  u n n e c e s s a r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  a s k  t h a t  y o u  n o t  s u p p o r t  i t  a n y  w a y .

S i n c e r e l y ,

J O H N S O N  C O N T R O L S .  I N C .

I n s t a l l a t i o n  M a n a g e r

c c :  V i r g i n i a  C o i l i n s  

D i c k  E l i a s o n  

J a y  K e r t t u l a  
R i c k  H a l f o r d
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Anchoiago, Alaska 90501 
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S e n a t o r  D r u e  P e a r c e  
C h a i r m a n
L a b o r  St C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P . u .  B o x  V  (M S  3 1 0 0 )  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

T h i s  l e t t e r  i s  w r i t t e n  t o  e x p r e s s  K n i k  C o n s t r u c t i o n ' s
o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  S e n a t e  B i l l  N u m b e r  
9 5 .  F r o m  K n i k ' s  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  t h i s  b i l l  r a i s e s  m a n y  l e g a l  
q u e s t i o n s  a s  w e l l  a s  d i s e n f r a n c h i s i n g  m a n y  n o n - u n i o n  A l a s k a n  
c o n t r a c t o r s  a n d  t h e i r  e m p l o y e e s .

P l e a s e  r e g i s t e r  o u r  s t r o n g  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h i s  b i l l  a n d  
d o  n o t  a l l o w  p a s s a g e .

S u b j e c t :  S e n a t e  B i l l  9 5

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P e a r c e

V e r y  t r u l y  y o u r s ,

K N I K  C O N S T R U C T I O N

D a v i d  W. H a u g e n  
V i c e  P r e s i d e n t

D W H : am
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K O B U K  CONSTRUCTION INC.
Genera! Contracting / Construction Manayomont 
1634 Wost 13th Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
(907) 279-6094

M a r c h  8 ,  1 9 9 1

S e n a t o r  D r u e  P e a r c e ,  C h a i r m a n  
S e n a t e  L a b o r  & C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P . O .  B o x  V  (M S  3 1 0 0 )
J u n e a u ,  A k .  9 9 8 1 1

R E :  C S  S B 9 5

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P e a r c e ;

H o p e f u l l y  b y  n o w  y o u  h a v e  h e a r d  a  f e w  c o m m e n t s  a b o u t  S B  95  
( I  c a l l  i t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  " L o s e  Y o u r  R i g h t  T o  W o r k  L a w "  ) .

I t ' s  b e e u  t o u g h  t r y i n g  t o  s u r v i v e  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  b u s i n e s s  
o v e r  t h e  p a s t  f e w  y e a r s  a n d  j u s t  w h e n  I  b e g i n  t o  s e e  d a y l i g h t  
t h i s  c o m e s  a l o n g .

I ' l l  c o m e  t o  t h e  p o i n t .  T h i s  b i l l  r e p r e s e n t s  a  f u n d e m e n t a l  
c h a n g e  i n  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  c o n t r a c t o r s ,  t h e i r  e m p l o y ­
e e s  a n d  S t a t e  a g e n c i e s .  E f f e c t i v e l y  t u r n i n g  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  
c o n t r a c t i n g  o v e r  t o  t h e  l a b o r  u n i o n s .

I f  t h e  l a b o r  u n i o n s  f e e l  t h a t  i t  i s  s o  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  t h e i r  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  b u s i n e s s  m a y  I  s u g g e s t  
t h a t  t h e y  g e t  a  c o n t r a c t o r s  l i c e n s e  a n d  g o  i n t o  t h e  b u s i n e s s .

O f  c o u r s e  t h e y  h a v e  n o  i n t e n t i o n  o f  d o i n g  t h a t ,  n o t  w i t h  t h i s  
b i l l  p e n d i n g .  I f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  p a s s e s  t h e  u n i o n s  w i l l  h a v e  
a  l o c k  o n  t h e  S t a t e ' s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  s p e n d i n g  w i t h o u t  i n c u r i n g  
a n y  o f  t h e  r i s k  o r  i n v e s t m e n t  t h a t  a  c o n t r a c t o r  a s s u m e s  e v e r y  
t i m e  h e  b i d s  a  j o b .

I  u r g e  y o u  n o t  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  b i l l .

S i n c e r l y

G e n e r a l  M a n a g e r ,  K o b u k  C o n s t r u t i o n  I n c .



Korobkin Construction Co 
6633 Brdylon Drive 
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A p r i l  2 ,  1 9 9 1  — .

S e n a t o r  D r u e  P e a r c e ,  C h a i r m a n  
S e n a t e  L a b o r  & C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P . O .  B o x  V  (M S  3 1 0 0 )
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

S u b j e c t :  C S  S B 9 5

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P e a r c e :

K o r o b k i n  C o n s t r u c t i o n  C o .  i s  a  o p e n  s h o p  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n t r a c t o r  
i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  W e f e e l  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  a l l o w i n g  t h e  
S t a t e  o f  e n t e r  i n t o  p r o j e c t  l a b o r  a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  l a b o r  o r g a n i z a ­
t i o n s  o n  p u b l i c  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s  w o u l d  b e  h i g h l y  d e t r i m e n t a l  
t o  e v e r y o n e  c o n c e r n e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  l a b o r ,  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  t h e  
p u b l i c .

F i r s t  i t  s e e k s  t o  e q u a t e  u n i o n  h i r e  w i t h  l o c a l  h i r e  a n d  t h e r e b y  
a s s o c i a t e s  o p e n  s h o p  c o n t r a c t o r s  w i t h  n o n - l o c a l  h i r e .  T h i s  i n ­
f e r e n c e  i s  s i m p l y  n o t  t r u e  a n d  a  g r e a t  d i s s e r v i c e  t o  A l a s k a n  o p e n  
s h o p  b u s i n e s s e s .  S e c o n d ,  i t  a l l o w s  p u b l i c  e m p l o y e r s  t o  f o r c e  
e m p l o y e e s  i n t o  i n v o l u n t a r y  u n i o n  m e m b e r s h i p .  F i n a l l y ,  a n d  m o s t  
i m p o r t a n t l y ,  i t  c o u l d  s e v e r e l y  l i m i t  o r  e l i m i n a t e  c o m p e t i t i v e  
b i d d i n g  o n  p u b l i c l y  f u n d e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s .  W e b e l i e v e  
s t r o n g l y  i n  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  f r e e  a n d  o p e n  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  b i d d i n g  
a n d  o b t a i n i n g  p u b l i c  w o r k .  I t  p r o v i d e s  t h e  b e s t  q u a l i t y  s e r v i c e s  
f o r  t h e  l o w e s t  c o s t s ,  a n d  t o  p r e t e n d  o t h e r w i s e  i s  s i m p l y  b a d  
p u b l i c  p o l i c y .

A s  a n  A l a s k a n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o m p a n y  w e  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  s h o r t  a n d  
l o n g  t e r m  e c o n o m i c  b e n e f i t s  o f  h i r i n g  A l a s k a n s .  W e c a n n o t  u n d e r ­
s t a n d  w h y  A l a s k a n s  l e g i s l a t o r s  w o u l d  e v e n  c o n s i d e r  p l a c i n g  o u r  
c o m p a n y  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  w h e r e  o u r  A l a s k a n  e m p l o y e e s  w o u l d  b e  e x ­
c l u d e d  f r o m  A l a s k a n  p u b l i c  c o n s t r u c t i o n  j o b s .

W e s t r o n g l y  u r g e  y o u  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  n e g a t i v e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  
t h i s  i l l  a d v i s e d  a n d  u n n e c e s s a r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  a s k  t h a t  y o u  n o t  
s u p p o r t  i t  i n  a n y  w a y .

S i n c e r e l y ,

u x a m  1 C  X J  •  U j / C t  j r

P r e s i d e n t

K o r o b k i n  C o n s t r u c t i o n  C o .
D D / t d g
M I S C / L E G I S L

1



V i r g i n i a  C o l l i n s  
D i c k  E l i a s o n  
R i c k  H a l f o r d  
J a y  K e r t t u l a
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[landis&gyr]
^ c e E r m c z s a a n E B m c c iz ic a c i iu ^

Landis & Gyr Powers, Inc.

S e n a t o r  D ru e  P e a r c e ,  C h a i rm a n  
S e n a t e  L a b o r  & C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  
A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s la t u r e  
P .O .  B o x  V  (M S  3 1 0 0 )
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 8 1 1

S u b je c t  C S  S B 9 5

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P e a r c e :

L a n d is  & G y r  P o w e r s ,  In c .  is a u n io n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n t r a c t o r  in t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  W e  
fe e l  th is  l e g i s la t i o n  a l l o w in g  t h e  S t a t e  t o  e n t e r  in to  p r o j e c t  l a b o r  a g r e e m e n t s  w i th  la b o r  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  in pub l ic  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s  w o u ld  be  h ig h ly  d e t r im e n t a l  t o  e v e r y o n e  
c o n c e r n e d ,  in c lu d in g  l a b o r ,  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  t h e  pu b l ic .

F i r s t ,  t h e  le g i s la t i o n  r e q u i r e s  t h e  p o l i t ic a l  e n t i t y  t o  r e t a in  s u b s t a n t i a l  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  m e a n s ,  
m a n n e r ,  a n d  s t a n d a r d s  o f  p e r f o rm a n c e  o f  a l l e m p l o y e e s  o n  th e  j o b .  T h i s  r e q u i r e m e n t  
r e p r e s e n t s  a  m o n u m e n t a l  c h a n g e  in th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  r e la t i o n s h ip  b e tw e e n  t h e  o w n e r  a nd  
c o n t r a c t o r .

S e c o n d ,  t h e  p o l i t ic a l  a g e n c y  a nd  th e  la b o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  c o u ld  r e f r a in  f r o m  d o in g  b u s in e s s  
w i th  a c o n t r a c t o r ,  s u b c o n t r a c t o r ,  o r  o t h e r  p e r s o n .  In e s s e n c e ,  th i s  p r o v i s i o n  m ig h t  a l l o w  
a n  i n n o c e n t  p a r t y  t o  be " b la c k l i s t e d "  f r o m  b idd ing  o n  w o r k  s u b j e c t  t o  a p r o j e c t  la b o r  
a g r e e m e n t .

T h i rd ,  w a g e  r a t e s  a n d  f r in g e  b e n e f i t s  a re  d e f in e d  in t h e  D a v i s - B a c o n  A c t ,  a n d  e n s u r e  t h a t  
a l l  C o n t r a c t o r s ,  U n io n  o r  N o n -u n io n ,  p a y  th e  a p p r o p r i a t e  w a g e s  a n d  b e n e f i t s .  I f  th e  p ub l ic  
s e c t o r  u n d e r t a k e s  t o  r e a c h  P r o j e c t  A g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  t h e  U n io n s  a n d  t o  m a k e  t h o s e  
a g r e e m e n t s  b in d ing  o n  C o n t r a c t o r s  b idd ing  a n d  p e r f o rm in g  S t a t e  f u n d e d  p r o j e c t s ,  o u r  
c u r r e n t  p r o c e s s  o f  b a rg a in in g  w i th  t h e s e  U n io n s  w i l l  b e  s u b v e r t e d  w h ic h  is a n  in te g ra l  p a r t  
o f  o u r  c o m p e t i t i v e  bid p r o c e s s  a n d  f r e e  m a r k e t  e c o n o m y .

W e  s t r o n g l y  u rg e  y o u  t o  c o n s id e r  t h e  n e g a t i v e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  th is  ill a d v i s e d  a nd  
u n n e c e s s a r y  le g i s la t i o n  a nd  a s k  t h a t  y o u  n o t  s u p p o r t  it a n y  w a y .

/
S in c e r e l y ,

Ne i l L. B u t le r

c c :  V irg in ia  C o l l in s
D ic k  E l ia s o n  
J a y  K e r t t u la  
R ic k  H a l f o r d

L a n d is  & G yr P ow ers. Inc. 510 W est 41st Avenue, Suite 101, Anchorage, AK 99503 (907) 563-2242 Fax: (907) 563-6139



LASH CORPORATION
GENERAL CONTRACTORS

2705 Mill Bay Road ® Kodiak, Alaska 99615
Alaska Bus. License: M073464 

Alaska Contractors License /(AA7732

! l a r c h  2 9 .  LO ' : * i

a l P
■5!F F R 7 * f6 1 * ; D r u e  P e a r c e  , C h a i r m a n  

S e n a t e  L a b o r  Sc C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P . O .  B o x  V  ( M S  3 1 0 0 )
J u n e a u ,  A k . 9 0 8 1 1

S u b j e c t  C S  S B 9 5

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P e a r c e :

L a s h  C o r p o r a t i o n  i s  a  u n i o n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n t r a c t o r  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
A l a s k a .  W c  f e c i  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  a l l o w i n g  t h e  S t a t e  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  

p r o j e c t  l a b o r  a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  l a b o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  p u b l i c  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s  w o u l d  b e  h i g h l y  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  e v e r y o n e  

c o n c e r n e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  l a b o r ,  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  t h e  p u b l i c .

F i r s t ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e q u i r e s  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  e n t i t y  t o  r e t a i n  

s u b s t a n t i a l  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  m e a n s ,  m a n n e r ,  a n d  s t a n d a r d s  o f  p e r f o r m a n c e  

c f  a l l  e m p l o y e e s  o n  t h e  j o b .  T h i s  r e q u i r e m e n t  r e p r e s e n t s  a  m o n u m e n t a l  

c h a n g e  i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  o w n e r  a n d  c o n t r a c t o r .

S e c o n d ,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a g e n c y  a n d  t h e  l a b o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  c o u l d  r e f r a i n  

f r o m  d o i n g  b u s i n e s s  w i t h  a  c o n t r a c t o r ,  s u b c o n t r a c t o r ,  o r  o t h e r  p e r s o n .

I n  e s s e n c e ,  t l . . .  p r o v i s i o n  m i g h t  a l l o w  a n  i n n o c e n t  p a r t y  t o  b e  

" c i a c k i i s t e r i !‘ f r o m  b i d d i n g  o n  w o r k  s u b j e c t  t o  a  p r o j e c t  l a b o r  a g r e e m e n t .

T h i r d ,  w a c « _  r a t e s  a n d  f r i n g e  b e n e f i t s  a r e  d e f i n e d  i n  t h e  D a v i s - B a c o n  

A c t ,  a n d  e n s u r e  t h a t  a i l  C o n t r a c t o r s ,  U n i o n  o r  N o n - u n i o n ,  p a y  t h e  
a p p r o p r i a t e  w a g e s  a n d  b e n e f i t s .  I f  t h e  p u b l i c  s e c t o r  u n d e r t a k e s  t o  

r e a c h  P r o j e c t  A g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  t n e  U n i o n s  a n d  t o  m a k e  t h o s e  a g r e e m e n t s  

b i n d i n g  o n  C o n t r a c t o r s  r i d d i n g  a n d  p e r f o r m i n g  S t a t e  f u n d e d  p r o j e c t s ,  
o u r  c u r r e n t  p r o c e s s  o f  b a r g a i n i n g  v i t h  t h e s e  U n i o n s  w i l l  b e  s u b v e r t e d  

w h i c h  i s  o n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  o u r  c o m p e t i t i v e  b i d  p r o c e s s  a n d  f r e e  

m a r k e t  e c o n o m y .

S i n c e r e l y .

L  A S i k  C O R P O R A T 10 '.'

b { ^ \(  ( 'O t

B a r r y  N .  { t i l  P r c s i d e n :

Telephone (907) 486-3215 •  Telex 26-619 •  FAX (907) 486-4889
*  H o istin g  ® D o c k s  •  B rid g e s  •  S a lv a g e  •



LEASE
KISSEE

CONSTRUCTION
CO.

G E N E R A L  C O N T R A C T O R S

7801 East 36th Avenue • Anchorage, Alaska 99504 
(907) 333-6516

March 28, 1991

Senator Drue Pearce, Chairman 
Senate Labor & Commerce Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
P. 0. Box V (MS 3100)
Juneau, AK 99811

Subject: CS SB95

Dear Senator Pearce:

Lease Kissee Construction Co. is a union construction contractor in the State of 
Alaska. We feel this legislation allowing the State to enter into project labor 
agreements with labor organization in public construction projects would be highly 
detrimental to everyone concerned, including labor, management and the public.

First, the legislation requires the political entity to retain substantial control 
of the means, manner, and standards of performance of all employees on the job. 
This requirement represents a monumental change in the traditional relationship 
between the owner and contractor.

Second, the political agency and the labor organization could refrain from doing 
business with a contractor, subcontractor, or other person. In essence, this 
provision might allow an innocent party to be "blacklisted" from bidding on work 
subject to a project labor agreement.

Third, wage rates and fringe benefits are defined in the Davis-Bacon Act, and 
ensure that all Contractors, Union or Non-union, pay the appropriate wages and 
benefits. If the public sector undertakes to reach Project Agreements with the 
Unions and to make those agreements binding on Contractors bidding and performing 
State funded projects, our current process of bargaining with these Unions will be 
subverted which is an integral part of our competitive bid process and free market 
economy.

We strongly urge you to consider the negative consequences of this ill advised and 
unnecessary legislation and ask that you not support it in any way.

Sincerely,

LEASE KISSEE CONSTRUCTION CO.

cc: Virginia Collins
Dick Eliason

Jay Kerttula 
Rick Halford
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MADSEN DEVELOPMENT
P.O. BOX 32399 

JUNEAU, ALASKA 99803 
(907)789-7206

April 3, 1991

Senator Drue Pearce, Chairman 
Senate Labor & Commerce Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
P.O. 3o / V (MS 3100)
Juneau, AK 99811

Subject; CS SB95

Dear Senator Pearce:

Madsen Development is an open shop construction contractor in the State of Alaska. We 
feel this legislation allowing to State to enter into project labor agreements with labor 
organizations on public construction projects would be highly detrimental to everyone 
concerned, includirq labor, management and the public.

First, it seeks to equate union hire with local hire and thereby associates open shop 
contractors with non-local hire. This inference is simply not true and a great 
disservice to Alaskari open shop businesses. Second, it allows public employers to force 
employees into invo'untary union membership. Finally, and most importantly, it could 
severely limit or eliminate competitive bidding on publicly funded construction 
projects. We believe strongly in the principle of free and open competition in bidding 
and obtaining public work. It provides the best quality sen/ices for the lowest costs, and 
to pretend otherwise is simply bad public policy.

As an Alaskan construction company we ^''ognize the short and long term economic 
benefits of hiring Alaskans. We cannot understand why Alaskan legislators would even
TioTiSidef placing ourcompaiiy 'in a position w'fiere out A'las'karr eiiljJioyees .^ru'rcruc -
excluded from Alaskan public construction jobs.

We strongly urge you to consider the negative consequences of this ill advised and 
unnecesary legislation and ask that you not support i‘ in any way.

Sincerely,

. .  V
• f
Martin Madsen

/  /  
cc: Virginia Collins

Dick Eliason
Rick Halford
Jay Kerttula
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MAD/TIFF DEVELOPMENT
P.O. BOX 33679 

JUNEAU, ALASKA 99803 
(907)586-2508

March 29, 1991

Senator Drue Pearce, Chairman 
Senate Labor & Commerce Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
P.O. Box V (MS 3100)
Juneau, AK 99811

Subject: CS SB95

Dear Senator Pearce:

Mad/Tiff Development is an open shop construction contractor in the State of Alaska. We 
feel this legislation allowing to State to enter into project labor agreements with labor 
organizations on public construction projects would be highly detrimental to everyone 
concerned, including labor, management and the public.

First, it seeks to equate union hire with local hire and thereby associates open shop 
contractors with non-local hire. This inference is simply not true and a great 
disservice to Alaskan open shop businesses. Second, it allows public employers to force 
employees into involun.ary union membership. Finally, and most importantly, it could 
severely limit or eliminate competitive bidding on publicly funded construction 
projects. We believe strongly in the principle of free and open competition in bidding 
and obtaining public work. It provides the best quality services for the lowest costs, and 
to pretend otherwise is simply bad public policy.

As an Alaskan construction company we recognize the short and long term economic 
benefits of hiring Alaskans. We cannot understand why Alaskan legislators would even 
consider placing our company in a position where our Alaskan employees would be 
excluded from Alaskan public construction jobs.

We strongly urge you to consider the negative consequences of this ill advised and 
unnecesary legislation and ask that you not support it in any way.

Donald C. Madsen

cc: Virginia Collins 
Dick Eliason 
Rick Halford 
Jay Kerttula



W la z t in  Q o iu tz u c t io t t  O n e .
9361 N. DOUGLAS HWY. JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801 

(907) 586-1884
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March 21, 1991

S e n a t o r  D r u e  P e a r c e ,  C h a i r m a n  

S e n a t e  L a b o r  & C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  
P . O .  B o x  V

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811 

RE :  S e n a t e  B i l l  95

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P e a r c e :

M y  n a m e  is L y l e  T. M a r t i n ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  M a r t i n  C o n s t r u c t i o n  Inc., 

a G e n e r a l  C o n t r a c t i n g  firm, i n  J u n e a u ,  s i n c e  1973. M a r t i n  
C o n s t r u c t i o n  Inc., h a s  w o r k e d  o n  a n u m b e r  o f  p r o j e c t s  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  P r i m a r i l y  in t h e  r e m o t e  a r e a s .  B e c a u s e  o f  
t h e  r e m o t e n e s s  o f  t h e s e  a r e a s  w e  h a v e  h a d  t o  h i r e  l o c a l  a n d  u n ­
s k i l l e d  l a b o r ,  o r  n o n - u n i o n  l a b o r .  T h e s e  e m p l o y e e s  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  
t r a i n i n g  t h r o u g h  o u r  c o m p a n y  a n d  h a v e  o b t a i n e d  t h e  s k i l l s  n e c e s s a r y  
f o r  n o t  o n l y  o u r  p r o j e c t s ,  b u t  s k i l l s  t h a t  c a n  b e  u s e d  i n  f u t u r e  
e m p l o y m e n t .

I f  w e  h i r e d  " U n i o n "  e m p l o y e e s ,  t h e  c o s t  to us w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  
d r a s t i c  a n d  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  v a l u a b l e  j o b  
s k i l l s  t h a t  m a k e  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t y  a m o r e  p r o d u c t i v e  one.

A s  a f o r m e r  u n i o n  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  L a b o r e r s  U n i o n ,  I a m  a w a r e  o f  t h e  
u n i o n  p r e s s u r e s  a n d  t a c t i c s  d u r i n g  l a b o r  n e g o t i a t i o n s .

S e n a t e  B i l l  95, s h o u l d  b e  r e c o g n i z e d  f o r  w h a t  it is, a n  o u t r i g h t  
a t t e m p t  t o  a l l o w  u n i o n  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  e n t i r e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n d u s­

try. T h r o u g h  f a i l u r e  a t  t h e  b a r g a i n i n g  t a b l e s  t h e  u n i o n s  a r e  n o w  
t r y i n g  to s u c c e e d  t h r o u g h  l e g i s l a t i o n .

I f  y o u  a l l o w  t h i s  b i l l  to b e  e n a c t e d ,  it w i l l  s p e l l  d i s a s t e r  f o r  

t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n d u s t r y ,  g i v i n g  t h e  u n i o n s  t o t a l  c o n t r o l  o f  the 
c o n t r a c t o r s .  I t  w o u l d  l i m i t  c o m p e t i t i o n  t o  o n l y  t h o s e  w h o  c h o s e  
t o  b o w  t o  u n i o n  d e m a n d s .

I, d o  n o t  s e e  t h i s  b i l l  d o i n g  a n y t h i n g  for t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  to 

h e l p  r e d u c e  u n e m p l o y m e n t  in r e m o t e  a n d  o u t l a y i n g  a r e a s ,  w h e r e  t h e r e  
is a l a b o r  s u r p l u s .



S e n a t o r  D r u e  P e a r c e ,  C h a i r m a n  

S e n a t e  L a b o r  & C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  
RE: S e n a t e  B i l l  95

March 21,1991
Page 2.

T h e r e f o r e ,  I u r g e  y o u  to v o t e  a g a i n s t  p a s s a g e  o f  t h i s  bill. 

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

M a r t i n  C o n s t r u c t i o n  Inc. 

L T M :d m

cc: S e n a t o r s
V i r g i n i a  M. C o l l i n s  
R i c k  H a l f o r d  
J a y  K e r t t u l a  
J i m  D u n c a n



M-B CONTRACTING CO., INC.
7101 OeUarr K « l„ Anchorage, Alaska 99501 •  f l im ic  ('107) 331-5577 •  I A X  333-5871

A p r i l  1, 1 9 9 1

S e n a t o r  D r u e  P e a r c e

S e n a t e  L a b o r  6 C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e

A l s a k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

P . O .  B o x  V  (MS 3 1 0 0 )

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

S u b j e c t  C S  S B 9 5

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P e a r c e s

M - B  C o n t r a c t i n g  C o . ,  I nc .  is  a u n i o n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n t r a c t o r  in 

t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  lie f e e l  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  a l l o w i n g  t h e  S t a t e  

to e n t e r  i n t o  p r o j e c t  l a b o r  a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  l a b o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  in 

p u b l i c  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s  w o u l d  b e  h i g h l y  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  

e v e r y o n e  c o n c e r n e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  l a b o r ,  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  t h e  p u b l i c .

F i r s t ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e q u i r e s  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  e n t i t y  t o  r e t a i n  

s u b s t a n t i a l  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  m e a n s ,  m a n n e r ,  a n d  s t a n d a r d s  o f  

p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  a l l  e m p l o y e e s  o n  t h e  job. T h i s  r e q u i r e m e n t  

r e p r e s e n t s  a m o n u m e n t a l  c h a n g e  in t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

b e t w e e n  t h e  o w n e r  a n d  c o n t r a c t o r .

S e c o n d ,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a g e n c y  a n d  t h e  l a b o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  c o u l d  

r e f r a i n  f r o m  d o i n g  b u s i n e s s  w i t h  a c o n t r a c t o r ,  s u b c o n t r a c t o r ,  o r  

o t h e r  p e r s o n .  I n  e s s e n c e ,  t h i s  p r o v i s i o n  m i g h t  a l l o w  a n  i n n o c e n t  

p a r t y  t o  b e  " b l a c k l i s t e d "  f r o m  b i d d i n g  o n  w o r k  s u b j e c t  to a 

p r o j e c t  l a b o r  a g r e e m e n t .

T h i r d ,  w a g e  r a t e s  a n d  f r i n g e  b e n e f i t s  a r e  d e f i n e d  in t h e  

D a v i s - B a c o n  A c t ,  a n d  e n s u r e  t h a t  a l l  C o n t r a c t o r s ,  U n i o n  o r  

L u n - u n i o n ,  p a y  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  w a g e s  a n d  b e n e f i t s .  I f  t h e  p u b l i c  

s e c t o r  u n d e r t a k e s  t o  r e a c h  P r o j e c t  A g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  t h e  U n i o n s  a n d  

t o  m a k e  t h o s e  a g r e e m e n t s  b i n d i n g  o n  C o n t r a c t o r s  b i d d i n g  a n d  

p e r f o r m i n g  S t a t e  f u n d e d  p r o j e c t s ,  o u r  c u r r e n t  p r o c e s s  of  

b a r g a i n i n g  w i t h  t h e s e  U n i o n s  w i 11 b e  s u b v e r t e d  w h i c h  i s  an  

i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of o u r  c o m p e t i t i v e  b i d  p r o c e s s  a n d  f r e e  m a r k e t  

e c o n o m y .

V7e s t r o n g l y  u r g e  y o u  to c o n s i d e r  t h e  n e g a t i v e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  t h i s  

i ll  a d v i s e d  a n d  u n n e c e s s a r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  a s k  y o u  n o t  s u p p o r t  it 

a n y  w a y .

S i n c e r e l y ,



WAR j  9 19 Gt

M a r c h  15, 1991

S e n a t o r  D r u e  P e a r c e

C h a irman, L a b o r  & C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e

PO B o x  V

Juneau, A l a s k a  9 9811

Re: Se na t e  Bil l  No. 95

D ea r  S e n a t o r  Pearce:

First, l e t  m e  as k  a q u e s t i o n .  W h a t  is t h e  p r o b l e m  th e  p r o p o s e d  l eg i s l a t i o n  

is i n t e n d e d  to fix? I b e l i e v e  the p u r p o s e  of n e w  l e g i s l a t i o n  is e i t h e r  (1) 

to c o r r e c t  an e x i s t i n g  pr o blem, o r  (2) to a d d r e s s  a n e w l y  d i s c o v e r e d  p ro blem.

In o t h e r  words, "if it a i n ' t  broke, d o n ' t  fix it!" If we c a n  f irst i d e n t i f y 

the p u r p o s e  of thi s  bill, a n d  r e a d  it w i t h  t h a t  in mind, w e  c a n  b e t t e r  u n d e r­

sta n d  the bill.

S e c t i o n  1(a) d o e s  s t a t e  th e  p u r p o s e  o f  th e  bill. It is "to s t r u c t u r e  labor 

r e l a t i o n s  a t  th a  job site of  a p u b l i c  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t  in th e  in t e r e s ts  

of i n d u s t r i a l  h a r m o n y  . . . "  P l e a s e  tell m e  w h a t  is w r o n g  w i t h  the p r e s e n t  

" i n d u s t r i a l  h a r m o n y . "

... a n d  "to p e r m i t  p u b l i c  a g e n c i e s  to m a k e  o p t i m a l  u s e  of th e i r  c on s t r u c t i o n  

r e s o u r c e s . "  C o n s t r u c t i o n  r e s o u r c e s  a r e  m a d e  u p  o f  p e o p l e  a n d  m o n e y . T h i s  bil l

w ill cos t  th e S t a t e  a g r e a t  deal in p e o p l e  an d  m o n e y  to (1) n e g o t i a t e  P L A ' s  for

eac h p r o j e c t  for ea c h  l ab o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o n  t h a t  p r o ject, a n d  (2) "retain s u b­

stantial c o n t r o l  o f  job site l a b o r r e l a t i o n s "  (Sec 1(c)). I s u g g e s t  t h a t  this 

be r e v i e w e d  w i t h  M i l l e t t  K e l l e r  a n d / o r  F r a n k  Turp i n.

Th e  S t a t e  m a y  n e g o t i a t e  w i t h  "one o r  m o r e  l abor o r g a n i z a t i o n s . "  W e  k n o w  this 

r e f e r s  to the u n i o n . T h e r e  is o n l y  o n e  l a b o r o r g a n i z a t i o n  (union) r e p r e s e n t i n g

ea c h  c r a f t  in t h e  S t a t e  o f  Alaska.

The P L A  o b v i o u s l y  r e p l a c e s  all t erms a n d  c o n d i t i o n s  of  e x i s t i n g  l abor a g r e e m e n t s  

e n t e r e d  into b y  t he  C o n t r a c t o r .  Thus, the S t a t e  h a s  all a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  e m p l o y ee s  

b u t  n o n e  o f  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  an e m p l o y e r  (Sec 1(g)).

UASKA CONTRACTOR S UCI. MSI NO. \ \ >' ■■



T h e r e  are no c o n s t r a i n t s  in t his b i l l  l i m i t i n g  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  for PLA's. 

It m a y  a p p l y  to non e  o r  all p r o j e c t s  d e p e n d i n g  u p o n  the a p p o i n t e d  r e p r e­

senta t i v e s  wh o  a d m i n i s t e r  the bill. Is it j u d i c i o u s  for th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  

to so e m p o w e r  t h e  a g en c y ?

H a v i n g  m a d e  t h e s e  l i m i t e d  c o m m e n t s  f r o m  m y  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  

th i s  bill, I a s k  t h a t  y ou  r e - r e a d  t h e  f i r s t  p a r a g r a p h  a n d  a n s w e r  m y  

question:. W h a t  is t h e  rea l p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  bill?

S i n c e r e l y  yours,

Senator Drue Pearce

March 15, 1991
Page tv/o

E r m a  H. B o l i c k  

160 O c e a n  P a r k  D r i v e  

Anchorage, A K  9 9 5 1 5

CC: C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s

C o m m i s s i o n e r  M i l l e t t  K e l l e r  

C o m m i s s i o n e r  F r a n k  T u r p i n



MF CONSTRUCTION, INC.
f lP !? 2 5  190,

P.O. BOX 231361 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99523 
(907) 696-4727

Apr i  II 112 „ J .9 9 I

S e n a to r  JJrue P e a r c e ,  Chairman 
Senatier L abor ffi Commerce C om m ittee  
A la sk a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P .O . IBox V «1)115 3.UMW 
J u n ea u , Aik.. .̂TOIJ.

s u b j e c t s  CA SB9S

ittear S e n a to r  P e a r c e s

IMF C o n s tr u c t io n ,  I n c . ,  i s  a open  sh o p  c o n s t r u c t io n  c o n t r a c to r  in  
th e  S t a t e  mf A la s k a . We f e e l  ff.llii.is l e g i s l a t i o n  a l lo w in g  th e  S t a t e  
t o  e n t e r  i n t o  p r o j e c t  la b o r  a g r e e m e n ts  w ith  la b o r  o r g a n iz a t io n s  on  
p u b l ic  c o n s t r u c t io n  p r o j e c t s  wi.mil.ill b e  h ig h ly  d e tr im e n ta l  t o  
e v e r y o n e  c o n c e r n e d , in c lu d in g  la b o r ,  management and th e  p u b l i c .

F i r s t ,  i t  s e e k s  t o  e q u a te  u n io n  h i r e  w ith  l o c a l  h i r e  and th e r e b y  
a s s o c i a t e s  op en  sh o p  c o n t r a c t o r s  w ith  n o n - lo c a l  h i r e .  T h is  in f e r e n c e  
i s  s im p ly  n o t  t r u e  and a  g r e a t  d i s s e r v i c e  t o  A la sk a n  open  sh o p  
b u s i n e s s e s .  S e c o n d , i t  a l lo w s  p u b l i c  e m p lo y e r s  t o  f o r c e  e m p lo y e e s  
i n t o  in v o lu n ta r y  u n io n  m em bersh ip . F i n a l l y ,  and m o st I m p o r ta n t ly ,  
i t  c o u ld  s e v e r e l y  l i m i t  o r  e l i m i n a t e  c o m p e t i t iv e  b id d in g  on p u b l i c ly  
fu nd ed  c o n s t r u c t io n  p r o j e c t s .  Me b e l i e v e  s t r o n g ly  In  th e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  
f r e e  and open  c o m p e t i t io n  i n  b id d in g  and o b t a in in g  p u b l ic  work- Ht 
p r o v id e s  th e  b e s t  q u a l i t y  s e r v i c e s  fo r  t h e  lo w e s t  c o s t s ,  and to  
p r e te n d  o t h e r w is e  i s  s im p ly  bad p u b l i c  p o l i c y .

As an A la sk a n  c o n s t r u c t io n  company we r e c o g n iz e  th e  s h o r t  and lo n g  
term  eco n o m ic  b e n e f i t s  o f  h i r i n g  A la s k a n s . He c a n n o t  u n d e r s ta n d  why 
A la sk a n  l e g i s l a t o r s  w ou ld  e v en  c o n s id e r  p la c in g  o u r  company in  a 
p o s i t i o n  w h ere our A la sk a n  e m p lo y e e s  would! b e  e x c lu d e d  from A lask an  
p u b l ic  c o n s t r u c t io n  j o b s .

Me s t r o n g ly  u r g e  you  t o  c o n s id e r  t h e  n e g a t iv e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  t h i s  
i l l  a d v is e d  and  u n n e c e s s a r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  and a s h  you n o t  su p p o r t  i t  in  
any w ay.

S i n e e r e f f v j

M ich ael F i t c h ,  P r e s id e n t.  
ihf c cw s rm iC T ioM , i m c .

r



C O N S T R U C T IO N ,  I N C . April 1, 1991

Sena t o r  D rue Pearce, C h a i r m a n  

Senate L a b or  & C o m m e r c e  C o m mi t e e  

A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  

P.O. Bo x  V (MS 3100)

Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

Subject: CS SB95

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Pearce:

M M C  C o n s t r u c t i o n  is an o p e n  shop c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n t r a c t o r  in the 

State of Alaska. We feel this l e g i s l a t i o n  a l l o w i n g  the State 

to e nt e r  into p r o j e c t  labor a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  l abor o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

on public c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s  w o u l d  be h i g h l y  d e t r i m e n t a l  to 

e v e r y o n e  c o n c e r n ed ,  i n c l u d i n g  labor, m a n a g e m e n t ,  and the public.

First, it seeks to eq ua t e  u n i o n  hire w i t h  local hire and t h e r e b y 

a s s o c i a t e s  o pe n  sho p  c o n t r a c t o r s  w i t h  n o n - l o c a l  hire. This 

in f l u e n c e  is s i m p l y  n o t  true and a g reat d i s s e r v i c e  to A l a s k a n  

ope n shop b u s i n e s s e s.  Second, it al l o w s  p u b l i c  e m p l o y e r s  to 

force e m p l o y e e s  int o  i n v o l u n t a r y  u n i o n  m e m b e r s h i p .  Finally, 

and m o s t  i m p o r t an t l y ,  it could s e v e r e l y  l imit or e l i m i n a t e  

c o m p e t i t i v e  b i d d i n g  on p u b l i c l y  funded c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r ojects. We 

b e l i e v e  s t r o n g l y  in the p r i n c i p l e  of free and o p e n  c o m p e t i t i o n  in 

b i d d i n g  and o b t a i n i n g  pu bl i c  work. It p r o v i d e s  the b est q u a l i t y  

s e r v i c e s  for the lo w e s t  costs, and to pr e t e n d  o t h e r w i s e  is s i m p l y  

bad public policy.

As an A l a s k a n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o m p a n y  we r e c o g n i z e  the s hort and long 

ter m e c o n o m i c  b e n e f i t s  of h i r i n g  A l a s k a n s.  W e  c an n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  

w h y  A l a s k a n  l e g i s l a t o r s  w o u l d  even c o n s i d e r  p l a c i n g  our c o m p a n y  

in a p o s i t i o n  w h e r e  our A l a s k a n  e m p l o y e e s  w o u l d  be e x c l u d e d  fr o m  

A l a s k a n  public c o n s t r u c t i o n  jobs.

We s t r o n g l y  urge y o u  to c o n s i d e r  the n e g a t i v e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  of this 

ill a d v i s e d  a n d  u n n e c e s s a r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  and a s k  that you n o t  s u p p o r t  

it in an y  way.

cc: V i r g i n i a  C o l l i n s

D i c k  E l i a s o n  

R i c k  Half o r d  

Ja y  K e r t t u l a
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Senator Drue Pearce, C ha irm an 
Senate Labor &  Commerce Com m ittee 
A laska  State Leg is la ture  
P.O. Box V (MS 3100)
Juneau, A K  9981 1

Subject: CS SB95

Dear Senator Pearce:

/ f t  /y S' //i//a->Cas a open shop construction  con trac to r in  the State o f
A laska. We fee l th is leg is la tion  a llo w in g  the State to enter in to  p ro ject labor agreements w ith  
labo r o rganizations on p u b lic  construction  projects w ould  be h ig h ly  d e trim e n ta l to everyone 
concerned, in c lu d in g  labor, management and the pub lic .

F irs t, i t  seeks to equate un ion  h ire  w ith  local h ire  and thereby associates open shop con trac to rs 
w ith  non-local h ire . T h is  in ference  is s im p ly  not true  and a great d isservice to A laskan open 
shop businesses. Second, i t  a llows p u b lic  employers to force employees in to  in v o lu n ta ry  un ion  
membership. F in a lly , and most im p o rta n tly , i t  could severely l im it  or e lim ina te  com pe titive  
b id d in g  on p u b lic ly  funded  construction  projects. We believe strong ly  in  the p rin c ip le  o f  free  
and open com petition  in  b id d ing  and o b ta in ing  pub lic  w ork. I t  provides the best q u a lity  
services fo r  the lowest costs, and to pretend otherw ise is s im p ly  bad p u b lic  po licy.

As an A laskan c o n s tru c tio n  company we recognize the short and long term  economic bene fits  
o f  h ir in g  Alaskans. We cannot understand w hy Alaskan legislators w ou ld  even consider 
p lac ing  our company in  a position where our A laskan employees w ou ld  be excluded fro m  
A laskan pub lic  construction  jobs.

Wc s trong ly  urge you to consider the negative consequences o f th is  i l l  advised and unncessary 
leg is la tion  and ask tha t you not support i t  in  any way.

P .O . B O X  2 3 0 4 7 6  •  A N C H O R A G E . A L A S K A  9 9 5 2 3  •  P H O N E  (907) 5 6 2 -1 9 6 0  •  F A X  (907) 562 -1 9 6 1  •  L IC . # A -1 9 5 4 4
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M E R O ' S  A S P H A L T  P A V I N G ,  I N C .
0210 HARTZELL ROAD 

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99507 
(907) 522-1291

April 1, 1991

Senator Drue Pearce, Chairman 
Labor and Commerce Committee 
P. 0. Box VMS 3100 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

RE: SB 95

Dear Senator Pearce:

I am writing to you in response to SB 95. As I understand the 
intent of the bill, only companies signing an agreement with unions 
would be allowed to work on Public Projects thus "insuring" Alaska 
hire.

Our company is considered a small business. We engage in Public 
Projects for 90% of our work. We employee in peak season approx­
imately twenty people, all of which reside in Alaska.

If SB 95 were to be passed, we could add another twenty people on 
the unemployment list.

We urge you to vote against SB 95.

Sincerely,

Gary E. Lanning 
Vice President

GEL/jal



Nlj\Rl8199l

N E A L  &  C O M P A N Y ,  I N C
Notil Cm Cumpiiny, Inc. 
Ctmftrnl Contnictor 2396 KACHEMAK DRIVE* HOMER, ALASKA 99603*1907) 235-8141

March 4, 1991

Representative Mike Navarre 
Alaslca State Legislature 
PO Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Mike:

Senate Bill No. 95 is harmful to Alaska and I hope you will do your best to defeat it. It allows public 
employers like cities and boroughs to form labor agreements with unions to exclude non-union 
contractors for performing work for the public employer. Advocates of the bill say that its purpose is 
to promote the hiring of local labor. I disagree with that premise. I think that the result would be the 
opposite and that there would be less local labor hired, but there are many other dangers in this bill.

First, it violates our important rights as citizens. Every properly documented contractor should have 
the right to obtain work from a public employer where the construction funds are derived from public 
sources. For example, our company mid most others on the Kenai Peninsula are forbidden to bid on 
HEA electrical work because HEA lias an agreement like this with the Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers. Believe me, being excluded from bidding on HEA work annoys me a great deal.

The bill would also encourage public employers to undertake high risk construction work utilizing their 
own employees rather than using the private sector. Some public employers could be encouraged to 
enter high risk fields of construction without the safeguards provided by "contracting out" through the 
competitive bidding system.

Sincerely,

Ton>

TN/pch
Pd903.gen
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NEWBERY ALASKA, INC.
1848 POST ROAD • A N CH O R A G E , ALASKA 99501 • PHO N E: (907) 258-9U73 • FAX: 258-9074

M a r c h  11, 1 9 9 1

S e n a t o r  P a t  R o d e y  

P.O. B o x  V 
t J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 8 1 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  R o d e y :

I t  h a s  b e e n  b r o u g h t  to m y  a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  i n t r o d u c e d  

l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w o u l d  p e r m i t  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s  to e n t e r  i n t o  p r o j e c t  
l a b o r  a g r e e m e n t s .  It is w i t h  g r e a t  p l e a s u r e  t h a t  I e x t e n d  t h i s  

l e t t e r  of s u p p o r t  f o r  S B - 9 5 .  A s  a l o n g  t i m e  A l a s k a n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
c o n t r a c t o r ,  I b e l i e v e  p r o j e c t  l a b o r  a g r e e m e n t s  c a n  n o t  o n l y  b r i n g  
a b o u t  c o s t  s a v i n g s ,  b u t  a s s u r e  l o c a l  h i r e  of A l a s k a n ' s .  I t  is a 
p r o v e n  f a c t  t h a t  u n i o n  h i r i n g  h a l l ' s  s t r i c t l y  e n f o r c e  r e s i d e n c e  
p r e f e r e n c e  w h e n  s c r e e n i n g  f o r  d i s p a t c h ,  a n d  can e n s u r e  a r e l i a b l e  
a n d  s k i l l e d  s o u r c e  of l a b o r  to m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  of a p r o j e c t .• • . .■ i i
N e w b e r y  A l a s k a ,  Inc. h a s  p e r f o r m e d  a n u m b e r  of p r o j e c t s  o v e r  t h e  
y e a r s  u n d e r  p r o j e c t  a g r e e m e n t s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  A n c h o r a g e - F a i r b a n k s  
I n t e r t i e ,  t h e  R e d  D o g  M i n e ,  a n d  t h e  B r a d l e y  L a k e  H y d r o e l e c t r i c  
P r o j e c t  T r a n s m i s s i o n  L i n e .  T h e  l a t t e r  p r o j e c t  w a s  f i n i s h e d  f i v e  
m o n t h s  e a r l y  a l l o w i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p o w e r  to be b a c k f e d  to t h e  P o w e r  
H o u s e  s i t e ,  w h i c h  a l l o w e d  t h e  A l a s k a  E n e r g y  A u t h o r i t y  to a b a n d o n  
d i e s e l  g e n e r a t i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  t h e  s i t e ,  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  e c o n o m i c  
c o m m e r c i a l  p o w e r  f o r  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  of c o n s t r u c t i o n  a t  t h i s  
i m p o r t a n t  f a c i l i t y .

A u n i o n  p r o j e c t  l a b o r  a g r e e m e n t  c a n  c o n t a i n  s p e c i a l  w a g e  r a t e s ,  

o v e r t i m e  p r o v i s i o n s  a n d  w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  w h i c h  w i l l  b e n e f i t  a 
p r o j e c t  of a n y  m a g n i t u d e  a n d  w i l l  g i v e  a l l  i n t e r e s t e d  c o n t r a c t o r s  

l e v e l  p l a y i n g  f i e l d  to w o r k  f r o m  a n d  w i l l  ensure: t h a t  a w o r k  f o r c e  
is a v a i l a b l e  to m e e t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  n e e d s .

; § : 
■ SSwfc .
m

Vice President and General Manager



Q C g o o n tk  C o r p o r a t io n
GENERAL CONTRACTOR 

P. 0. BOX 29 • MAIN STREET • WAINWRIGHT, ALASKA 99782

April 3, 1991

S e n a t o r  D rue Pearce, C h a i r m a n  

S e n a t e  L a b o r  & C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  

A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  

P.O. Bo x  V (MS 3100)

Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

S UBJECT: CS SB95

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Pearce:

O l g o o n i k  C o r p o r a t i o n  is an o p e n  s h o p  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n t r a c t o r  in the State 

of Alaska. We feel this l e g i s l a t i o n  a l l o w i n g  the State to enter into 

p r o j e c t  labor a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  l ab o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  on public c o n s t r u c t i o n  

p r o j e c t s  w o u l d  b e  h i g h l y  d e t r i m e n t a l  to e v e r y o n e  conce r n ed ,  inc lu d i n g  

labor, m a n a g e m e n t  and the public.

First, it s eeks to eq u a t e u n i o n  h i r e  w i t h  local h i r e  and ther e b y  a s s o c i a t e s  

o p e n  s hop c o n t r a c t o r s  w i t h  n o n - l o c a l  hire. Thi s  i n f er e n c e  is s i m p l y  not 

true and a g r e a t  d i s s e r v i c e  to A l a s k a  o p e n  shop b u s i n e s s e s . Second, it 

a l l o w s  pub l i c  e m p l o y e r s  to force e m p l o y e e s  into i n v o l u n t a r y  u n i o n  m e m b e r­

ship. Finally, and m o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  it c o u l d  s e v e r e l y  limit or e l i m i n a t e  

c o m p e t i t v e  b i d d i n g  on p u b l i c l y  fun d e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  projects. We b e l i e v e  

s t r o n g l y  in the p r i n c i p l e  of free a n d  o pen c o m p e t i t i o n  in b i d d i n g  and 

o b t a i n i n g  p u b l i c  work. It p r o v i d e s  the bes t  q u a l i t y  s e r v i c e s  for the l o w­

est costs, and to p re t e n d  o t h e r w i s e  is sim p l y  bad p u b l i c  policy.

As an A l a s k a n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o m p a n y  we r e c o g n i z e  the s hort and long term 

e c o n o m i c  b e n e f i t s  of h i r i n g  A l a s k a n s .  We ca n n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  w hy  A l a s k a  

l e g i s l a t o r s  w o u l d  even c o n s i d e r  p l a c i n g  our c o m p a n y  in a p o s i t i o n  w h e r e  our 

A l a s k a n  e m p l o y e e s  w o u l d  be e x c l u d e d  fr o m  A l a s k a n  pu b l i c  c o n s t r u c t i o n  jobs.

We s t r o n g l y  urge you to c o n s i d e r  the n e g a t i v e  c o n s e q u e n s e s  of this ill 

a d v i s e d  and u n n e c e s s a r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  an d  ask that you not supp o r t  it in any 

way.

Sincerely,

L. J une Chil d r e s s ,

P r e s i d e n t  OCC

cc: V i r g i n i a  C o l l in s

D i c k  E l i a s o n 

R i c k  H a l f o r d  

J a y  K e r t u l l a



fOMPT
O M P  Building &  Supply

BUILDING i. ilU l'l’l.V

PH. 007 303 B23O 
FAX 007 3B3 6233 
P.O. 00X 392
SAND POINT. ALASKA 99601

April 2, 1991

Senator Drue Pearce, Chairman 

Senate Labor & Commerce Committee 

Alaska State Legislature 

P.O. Box V (MS 3100)

Juneau, AK 99811

Re: CS SB95

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Pearce;

O MP Building & Supply is an open shop construction contractor in the State of 

Alaska. We feel that this legislation allowing the State to enter into project 

labor agreements with labor organizations on public construction projects would 

be highly detrimental to everyone concerned, including labor, management, and 
the public.

First, it seeks to equate union hire with local hire and thereby associates 

open shop contractors with non-local hire. This inference is simply net true 

and is a great disservice to Alaskan open shop businesses. Second, it allows 

public employers to force employees into involuntary union membership. 

Finally, and most importantly, it could severely limit or eliminate competative 

bidding on publicly funded construction projects. We believe strongly in the 

principle of free and open competition in bidding and obtaining public work. 

It provides the best quality services for the lowest costs, and to pretend 

otherwise is simply bad public policy.

As an Alaskan construction company we recognize the short and long term 

economic benefits of hiring Alaskans. We cannot understand w h y  Alaskan 

legislators would even consider placing our company in a position where our 

Alaskan employees would be secluded from Alaskan public construction jobs.

W e  strongly urge you to consider the negative consequences of this ‘' dv* 

and unnecessary legislation and ask that you not support it in any Wo.

Sincerely,



M AR 2  2  1991

p  p  s
ALASKA:
P.O. Box 91268 
Anchorage, A K  99509 
Telephone: (907) 563-4188 
Fax: (907) 563-2661

P a c i f i c  P a r t i t i o n  S y s t e m s HAWAII:
P.O. Box 30357 
Honolulu, HI 96820 
Telephone: (808) 833-9060 
Fax: (808) 833-2904 

M a r c h  19, 1 9 9 1

S e n a t o r  D r u e  P e a r c e  

P . O .  B o x  V  

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

A t t n :  T h e  H o n o r a b l e  D r u e  P e a r c e  R e :  S e n a t e  B i l l
C S  S B  95

S e n a t o r  P e a r c e ,

I a m  w r i t i n g  t o  a s k  y o u  t o  d e f e a t  S e n a t e  B i l l  C S  S B  95 o u t  o f  

g r a v e  c o n c e r n .

T h i s  b i l l  a l l o w i n g ,  t h e  S t a t e  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  p r o j e c t  l a b o r  

a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  l a b o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o n  p u b l i c  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

p r o j e c t s  w o u l d  b e  h i g h l y  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  e v e r y o n e  c o n c e r n e d ,  

i n c l u d i n g  l a b o r ,  m a n a g e m e n t ,  a n d  t h e  p u b l i c  w e l f a r e .

1.) I t  w o u l d  b e  a d i r e c t  t h r e a t  t o  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e .

2.) I t  w o u l d  n e g a t e  t h e  l a b o r - m a n a g e m e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  a n d
d i m i n i s h  t h e  b a r g a i n i n g  p r o c e s s .

3.) I t  w o u l d  r e s u l t  i n  i n e f f i c i e n c y ,  a n d  h i g h e r  c o s t s  f o r

p u b l i c  c o n s t r u c t i o n .

4.) I t  w o u l d  i n c r e a s e  t h e  c o s t  o f  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  w i t h o u t

o b t a i n i n g  a n y  b e n e f i c i a l  g o a l .

A s  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  A l a s k a  P a i n t i n g  a n d  

D e c o r a t i n g  C o n t r a c t o r s  o f  A m e r i c a ,  a n d  a l s o  a f o r e m a n

j o u r n e y m a n  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  I h a v e  m a n y  y e a r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  o n  

b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h i s  m a t t e r .

I r e s p e c t f u l l y  u r g e  y o u  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h i s  

b i l l .

T h a n k  y o u ,

JCu, ----------
K e n  C a r i v e a u

Vice President

K C / d r



(SAMPLE LETTER FOR OPEN SHOP CONTRACTORS)(You r company letterhead)

P o ^ J t  '5  
}3< rf- S' 3 C=>

(Date) P  c n ^J ^  A /X  <? c\ £ £>J

Senator Drue Pearce, Chairman Senate Labor & Commerce Committee Alaska State Legislature P.O. Box V (MS 3100)Juneau, A K  99811
Subject: CS SB95
Dear Senator Pearce:
P oLj?( )Cvour company name) is a open shop construction contractor in the State o fAlaska. We feel this legislation allowing the State to enter into project labor agreements with labor organizations on public construction projects would be highly detrimental to everyone concerned, including labor, management and the public.
First, it seeks to equate union hire with local hire and thereby associates open shop contractors with non-local hire. This inference is simply not true and a great disservice to Alaskan open shop businesses. Second, it allows public employers to force employees into involuntary union membership. F ina lly , and most importantly, it could severely limit or eliminate competitive bidding on publicly funded construction projects. We believe strongly in the principle o f  free and open competition in bidding and obtaining public work. It provides the best quality services fo r  the lowest costs, and to pretend otherwise is simply bad public policy.
As an Alaskan contstruction company we recognize the short and long term economic benefits o f  hiring Alaskans. We cannot understand why Alaskan legislators would even consider placing our company in a position where our Alaskan employees would be excluded from  Alaskan public construction jobs.
We strongly urge you to consider the negative consequences o f  this i l l  advised and unncessary legislation and ask that you not support it in any way.
Sincerely,

A P R  8  1991

(You r Name)
ce: Virginia CollinsDick Eliason Rick Ha lfo rd  Jay Kerttula

{J/.



p  P r e c i s i o n
Electric, Inc.

8Q81 GOLOV IN  STREET. ANCHORAGE . ALASKA 99507 
(907)522-3771 FAX: 522-3963

A p r i l  5, 1 9 9 1

S e n a t o r  D r u e  P e a r c e ,  C h a i r m a n  
S e n a t e  L a b o r  & C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P. O. B o x  V  (MS 3100)
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

S u b j e c t :  C S  S B 9 5

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P e a r c e :

P r e c i s i o n  E l e c t r i c ,  Inc. is a o p e n  s h o p  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
c o n t r a c t o r  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  W e  f e e l  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  
a l l o w i n g  t h e  S t a t e  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  p r o j e c t  l a b o r  a g r e e m e n t s  
w i t h  l a b o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o n  p u b l i c  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s  
w o u l d  b e  h i g h l y  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  e v e r y o n e  c o n c e r n e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  
l a b o r ,  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  t h e  p u b l i c .

F i r s t ,  it s e e k s  t o  e q u a t e  u n i o n  h i r e  w i t h  l o c c l  h i r e  a n d
t h e r e b y  a s s o c i a t e s  o p e n  s h o p  c o n t r a c t o r s  w i t h  n o n - l o c a l  
h i r e .  T h i s  i n f e r e n c e  is s i m p l y  n o t  t r u e  a n d  a g r e a t
d i s s e r v i c e  t o  A l a s k a n  o p e n  s h o p  b u s i n e s s e s .  S e c o n d ,  i t
a l l o w s  p u b l i c  e m p l o y e r s  t o  f o r c e  e m p l o y e e s  i n t o  i n v o l u n t a r y  
u n i o n  m e m b e r s h i p .  F i n a l l y ,  anc m o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  it c o u l d  
s e v e r e l y  l i m i t  o r  e l i m i n a t e  c o m p e t i t i v e  b i d d i n g  o n  p u b l i c l y  

f u n d e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s .  W e  b e l i e v e  s t r o n g l y  in t h e  
p r i n c i p l e  o f  f r e e  a n d  o p e n  c o m p e t i t i o n  in b i d d i n g  a n d  
o b t a i n i n g  p u b l i c  w o r k .  I t  p r o v i d e s  t h e  b e s t  q u a l i t y  
s e r v i c e s  f o r  t h e  l o w e s t  c o s t s ,  a n d  t o  p r e t e n d  o t h e r w i s e  is 
s i m p l y  b a d  p u b l i c  p o l i c y .

A s  a n  A l a s k a n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o m p a n y  w e  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  s h o r t  
a n d  l o n g  t e r m  e c o n o m i c  b e n e f i t s  o f  h i r i n g  A l a s k a n s .  W e  
c a n n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  w h y  A l a s k a n  l e g i s l a t o r s  w o u l d  e v e n  
c o n s i d e r  p l a c i n g  o u r  c o m p a n y  in a p o s i t i o n  w h e r e  o u r  A l a s k a n  

e m p l o y e e s  w o u l d  b e  e x c l u d e d  f r o m  A l a s k a n  p u b l i c  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
job s .



m g :  P r e c i s i o n
E le c t r i c ,  I n c .

8881 GOLOV IN  STREET , ANCHORAGE , ALASKA 99507 
(907) 522-3771 FAX: 522-3963

T h i s  a p p e a r s  t o  m e  a s  a n  a t t e m p t  b y  t h e  S t a t e  t o  f u r t h e r  
i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  p r i v a t e  i n d u s t r y .  T r y  r e d u c i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i n g  
b u d g e t  i n s t e a d .

W e  s t r o n g l y  u r g e  y o u  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  n e g a t i v e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  
o f  t h i s  i l l  a d v i s e d  a n d  u n n c e s s a r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  a s k  t h a t  
y o u  n o t  s u p p o r t  it i n  a n y  wa y .

S i n c e r e l y ,

R o g e r  E. S c h e n k  
P r e s i d e n t

cc: V i r g i n i a  C o l l i n s

D i c k  E l i a s o n  
R i c k  H a l f o r d  
J a y  K e r t t u l a



A P R  3 5

Q u a l i t y  E l e c t r i c
COMMI RC'IAL & HI SIOlNriAI. WIRINC,

8331 Northwind • Anchorage, Alaska 99504 • (907) 338-7605

A p r i l  7, 1991

S e n a t o r  D r u e  P e a r c e ,  C h a i r m a n  

S e n a t e  L a b o r  & C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P O  B o x  V ( M S  3 1 0 0 )

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

S u b j e c t :  C S  S B 9 5

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P e a r c e :

Q u a l i t y  E l e c t r i c  is a  o p e n  s h o p  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n t r a c t o r  in t h e  

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  W e  f e e l  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  a l l o w i n g  t h e  S t a t e  t o  

e n t e r  i n t o  p r o j e c t  l a b o r  a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  l a b o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o n  

p u b l i c  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s  w o u l d  b e  h i g h l y  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  

e v e r y o n e  c o n c e r n e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  l a b o r ,  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  t h e  p u b l i c .

F i r s t ,  it s e e k s  t o  e q u a t e  u n i o n  h i r e  w i t h  l o c a l  h i r e  a n d  t n e r e b y  

a s s o c i a t e s  o p e n  s h o p  c o n t r a c t o r s  w i t h  n o n - l o c a l  h i r e .  T h i s  

i n t e r f e r e n c e  is s i m p l y  n o t  t r u e  a n d  a  g r e a t  d i s s e r v i c e  t o  A l a s k a n  

o p e n  s h o p  b u s i n e s s e s .  S e c o n d ,  it a l l o w s  p u b l i c  e m p l o y e r s  t o  f o r c e  

e m p l o y e e s  i n t o  i n v o l u n t a r y  u n i o n  m e m b e r s h i p .  F i n a l l y ,  a n d  m o s t  

i m p o r t a n t l y ,  it  c o u l d  s e v e r e l y  l i m i t  o r  e l i m i n a t e  c o m p e t i t i v e  

b i d d i n g  o n  p u b l i c l y  f u n d e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s .  W e  b e l i e v e  

s t r o n g l y  in t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  f r e e  a n d  o p e n  c o m p e t i t i o n  in b i d d i n g  

a n d  o b t a i n i n g  p u b l i c  w o r k .  It p r o v i d e s  t h e  b e s t  q u a l i t y  s e r v i c e s  

f o r  t h e  l o w e s t  c o s t s ,  a n d  t o  p r e t e n d  o t h e r w i s e  is s i m p l y  b a d  p u b l i c  

p o l i  c y .

A s  a n  A l a s k a n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o m p a n y  w e  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  s h o r t  a n d  l o n g  

t e r m  e c o n o m i c  b e n e f i t s  o f  h i r i n g  A l a s k a n s .  W e  c a n n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  

w h y  A l a s k a n  l e g i s l a t o r s  w o u l d  e v e n  c o n s i d e r  p l a c i n g  o u r  c o m p a n y  in 

a  p o s i t i o n  w h e r e  o u r  A l a s k a n  e m p l o y e e s  w o u l d  b e  e x c l u d e d  f r o m  

A l a s k a n  P u b l i c  c o n s t r u c t i o n  j o b s .

W e  s t r o n g l y  u r g e  y o u  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  n e g a t i v e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  t h i s  

ill a d v i s e d  a n d  u n n e c e s s a r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  a s k  t h a t  y o u  n o t  

s u p p o r t  it in a n y  w a y .

c c :  V i r g i n i a  C o l  1 i ns

D i c k  E l i a s o n  

R i c k  H a l f o r d  

J a y  K e r t u l a



March 21, 1991

Senator Drue Pearce 

Capitol Building 

Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Re: Senate Bill No. 95 

Subject: Defeat in Committee 

Dear Senator Drue Pearce:

The purpose of SB95 is to allow the State o r  p olitical subdivisions of the State 

to enter into project labor agreements w i t h  labor organizations on publi c l y  funded 

construction projects. M a n y  supporters of SB95, specif i c a l l y  I.B.E.W. Local Union 

1547 conceive "that it promises to secure for A laska a  legal means to insure local 

hire" and "the state w o u l d  have granted itself a u thority to enter into collective 

bargaining agreements w i t h  unions which co u l d  require all contractors to secure 

their employees exclus i v e l y  through union h iring halls." (Copy Attached) The 

result of this bill w i l l  be to lock-out non-union contractors from bidding on 

publicly funded projects. This being accomplished under the guise of a local 

hire bill.

To allow passage of this bill wil l  jeopardize the two m o s t  fundamental concepts of

free enterprise. ^  It allows Public Employers to force employees to join

unions without a vote b y  the employees

2) It w i l l  severely limit o r  p o s s i b l y  eliminate competitive 

b i d ding on publ i c l y  funded projects

It is inconceiveable that the legislature w o u l d  consider man d a t i n g  what group, i.e. 

union, will represent a n  employer's employees w i t h  the employees having no vote or 

voice in the decision m a k i n g  process. W e  are a  f amily ow n e d  and operated roofing 

contracting business that was founded in Anchorage in 1962. Our companies employ­

ees were represented b y  the union from 1962 t h r o u g h  1978. After considerable 

thought and w e i g h i n g  the pros and cons of un i o n  affiliation vs non-union affilia­

tion, w e  made the decision to become a non-union shop. O u r  company provides 

benefits to our employees comparable to their h aving union representation; Medical 

and Dental Coverage, Profit Sharing, Pension Plan (with immediate vesting), Safety 

Training Programs, On-the-Job Training, and Educational Employment Training.

Our gravest concern is that labor organizations are inferring that union correlates 

to local hire a nd non-union correlates to non-local hire. W e  are appalled that 

this inference has been made. As an Alaskan c o m p a n y  a v eraging si x t y  employees 

annually, less than 3% of o ur entire workforce are non-residents of Alaska. In 

actuality, non-residents are only employed w h e n  the A l a s k a  workforce has been 

exhausted, and then o n l y  for the time frame n e cessary t o  ca t c h  up before winter 

weather sets in, resulting in less than 1% of the total hours worked being non­

residents of Alaska.
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March 21, 1991 

Re: Senate Bill No. 95 

Subject: Defeat in Committee

It is not clear whether the passage of this bill m a y  violate the National 

Labor Relations Act and the Sherman Antitrust Act for private sector e mploy­

ees and e m p l o y e r s . But the litigation wh i c h  wi l l  s u r e l y  ensue if this bill 

we r e  to pass w i l l  put the construction industry in the State of A laska in 

total confusion and disorder. Something this state c an ill afford after 

finally beginning to rise from the depths of recession.

Are A l a s k a  legislators confident that statistics w i l l  prove that union 

contractors provide the best quality service for the best price, that p u b l i c l y  

funded projects no longer need to be bid competitively? If this bi l l  w e r e  to 

pass, it could preclude our company from bidding on p u b l i c l y  funded projects 

and/or force o ur employees and company to enter into a  b a r g aining agreement, 

w h i c h  m a y  not be beneficial to the employees, to o ur company, o r  to the State. 

W e  s t r o n g l y  urge you to consider the consequences of passage of Senate Bill 

No. 95, and ask for its quick and decisive defeat in the L a b o r  and Commerce 

C o m m i t t e e .

Respectfully,

L UX /ItL L ly
April R e illy 

Secretary/Treas

Roofing Co. Inc.
2201 EAST 84TH C O U R T  

A N C H O R A G E ,  A L A S K A  99507 

(907) 344-5545

Patrick Reilly 

President



Senator Drue Pearce, Chairman 

Senate Labor & Commerce Committee 

Alaska State Legislature 

P. 0. Box V (MS 3.100)

Juneau, AK. 99811

Subject: CS SB95

Dear Senator Pearce:

Ritchie Transportation Co., Inc. is a open shop construction in the 
State of Alaska. We feel this legislation allowing the State to enter 

into project labor agreements with labor organisations on public, 

construction projects would be highly detrimental to everyone 
concerned, including labor, management and the public.

First, it seeks to equate union hire with local hire and thereby 

associates open shop contractors wi t h  non-local hire. This inference 

is simply not true and a great disservice to Alaskan open shop 

businesses. Second, it allows public employers to force employees 
into involuntary union membership. Finally, and most importantly, it 

could severely limit or eliminate competitive bidding on publicly 

funded construction projects. We believe strongly in the principle of 

free and open competition in bidding and obtaining public work. It 

provides the best, quality services for the lowest, costs, arid to 

pretend otherwise is simply b ad public policy.

As an Alaskan construction company we recognise the short and long 

term economic benefits of hiring Alaskans. We cannot, understand why 

Alaskan legislators would even consider placing our company in a 
position where our Alaskan employees would be excluded from Alaskan 

public construction jobs.

We strongly urge you to consider the negative consequences of this ill 

advised and unnecessary legislation and a sk that you n ot support it in 

any way.

Sincerely,

Allan V. Ritchie. 

President

Alaska Contractor's License HAA2149 
General Contractors • Sand & Gravel • Ready Mix Concrete • River Tugs & Barges

P .O . B o x  7 7 7  •  W r a n g e l l ,  A la s k a  9 9 9 2 9  •  (9 0 7 )  8 7 4 - 2 3 0 8
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PIPELINE CONSTRUCTION 
Phone (907) 344-4551

April 3, 1991

GENERAL CONTRACTORS
P.O. Box 111706 

Anchorage, Alaska 99511

TANK ERECTION 
FAX (907) 344-2130

Senator  Drue Pearce,  Chairperson 
Senate Labor & Commerce Committee 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99R11

Subject:  Senate  Bill 95

Dear Senator  Pearce:

Rockford Corporation, an Alaskan corporation, has  been performing work as  a 
Union Contractor throughout Alaska for over twenty (20) years,  with individual 
projects ranging in size to over ten (10) million dollars, for the Navy, Corps of 
Engineers, Air Force, Coast  Guard, AIDEA, Cominco Alaska, BP Exploration, 
ARCO, and several other public and private owners,  including the Municipality 
of Anchorage, Butler Aviafion, and many others.

There are many aspects  to the relationship between a contractor and a  union, 
which are established through the collective bargaining process, either directly 
between the contractor and the union or between the authorized contractors’ 
organization and the respective union. Some of the a spec ts  involved include 
not only the hourly wage rate,  fringe benefits,  travel and subsis tence ,  
apprenticeship, work rules, crew size and make-up,  coffee breaks, lunch 
breaks, overtime pay, shift hours and differential, rules for hiring, layoffs and 
firing, show -up  time, superv isory  authority,  t r a n s fe r  of em p lo y e es ,  
responsibilities of stewards to work in a productive manner, dues  check-off and 
other reporting requirements,  but also many otner subtle aspects  which affect 
the welfare of the workers as  well as  the rights of the contractor to perform the 
work in a  safe, productive, competitive manner.

Beside the unions, only the Contractor can truly understand these 
relationships, because beside the unions, only the Contractor has 
to live with all the clauses of the respective Collective Bargaining 
Agreement. The project Owner will inevitably look to the Contractor 
for competent, timely complet ion of the project at the lowest 
competit ive price, to the standards and qual ity required by the 
plans and specifications.
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If a project Owner or bureaucrat negotiates agreements  with the unions and 
then imposes these  agreements  on the Contractor, the result will most certainly 
be higher project costs  due to restricted competition and the reduced ability of 
the Contractor to control his work. Such a process would also water down the 
Contractor 's  ability to control a d h e re n c e  to safety and environmental  
requirements,  for which the Contractor is held responsible by the respective 
State and Federal agencies  involved, as  well as the Owner itself.

Senate  Bill 95 would unfairly restrict competition, not only by eliminating non­
union contractors,  but also tipping the balance toward any favored union 
contractors who do not object to whatever agreements  the bureaucrats and the 
unions come up with. The potential result would be that the unions would be in 
a position to influence which contractors would realistically be able to perform 
on public construction project. The contractor would merely be the vehicle 
through which the bureaucrat runs the project and deals  with the union. Such 
agreements  would have a  ripple effect on private construction work.

Senate  Bill 95 would also have the effect of eliminating the right of construction 
workers to decide for themselves whether or not they wish to be represented by 
a  union on public construction work.

If Senate Bill 95 passes, you might as well el iminate the Contractor 
from the construct ion process, and open w ide the pub l ic  
pocketbook. Senators Rodey and Menard should try to actually 
build a job as a project manager, and then see if this bill makes 
any sense.

ROCKFORD CORPORATION respectfully requests that this bill be filed where it 
belongs - in the circular vertical file.

Very truly yours,

ROCKFORD CORPORATION

/ / )

Senator Kertula - Senate Labor & Commerce Committee 
Senator Eliason - Senate  Labor & Commerce Committee 
Senator Collins - Senate  Labor & Commerce Committee 
Senator  Halford - Senate Labor & Commerce Committee 
Jim Lane - Exec. Director, AGC, Alaska Chapter



S c k c m h  * M e e k (w ic
106 F.. DOWLING ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99518 

TEL. (907) 561-1525 FAX (907) 562-4919

March 20, 1991

Senator Dru Pierce

Chairman Labor & Commerce Committee

P. 0. Box V

Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Pierce;

We hereby express our opposition to CS SB No. 95. This must be one 

of the worst pieces of legislation ever conceived. There is really 

no good part of this bill as written. We are a union shop, but, we 

reserve to ourselves the control of negotiation without the interfer­

ence of the State of Alaska or any other political body.

This bill, as written, sets the State of Alaska or its designated 

agent to be not only the watchdog, but judge, jury and sentencing 

body for all public construction projects. Police state tactics 

are not welcome by either union or non-union shops. The right to 

hire and/or fire any individual must be the sole right of the entity 

that pays that person, with the exception of federal, state or mu n i­

cipal employees.

Yours truly,

Leona M. Schank, President 

Schank Mechanical, Inc.
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April %  1991

Senator Drue Pcarcc, Chairman Senate Labor & Commerce Committee Alaska State Legislature P.O. Box V (MS 3100)Juneau, AK  99811
Subject: CS SB95
Dear Senator Pcarcc:

Shaffer C o n s t r u c t i o n  js a open shop construction contractor in the State o f  Alaska. Wc feel this legislation allowing the State to enter into project labor agreements with labor organizations on public construction projects would be highly detrimental to everyone concerned, including labor, management and the public.
First, it seeks to equate union hire with local hire and thereby associates open shop contractors with non-local hire. This inference is simply not true and a great disservice to Alaskan open shop businesses. Second, it allows public employers to force employees into involuntary union membership. F ina lly , and most importantly, it could severely limit or eliminate competitive bidding on publicly funded construction projects. Wc believe strongly in the principle o f  free and open competition in bidding and obtaining public work. It provides the best quality services fo r  the lowest costs, ar.d to pretend otherwise is simply bad public policy.
As an Alaskan contstruction company wc recognize the short and long term economic benefits o f  hiring Alaskans. Wc cannot understand why Alaskan legislators would even consider placing our company in a position where our Alaskan employees would be excluded from Alaskan public construction jobs.
Wc strongly urge you to consider the negative consequences o f this ill advised and unncessary legislation and ask that you not support it in any way.
Sii^ccrcly,

cc: V irg in ia CollinsDick Eliason R ick  Halford Jay Kerttu la



TELEPHONE (907J 279*6710 
FAX (907) 270*5007

P.O. BOX 92*17!) • ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99500-2979

A p r i l  3, 1 9 9 1

S e n a t o r  D r u e  P e a r c e ,  C h a i r m a n  
S e n a t e  L a b o r  & C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P O  B o x  V  (MS 310 0 )
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

Re: C S  S B  95

S K W  / E sk im o s, line.

INOUSTRIAI. • GENERAL CONTRACTING

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P e a r c e :

S K W / E s k i m o s ,  Inc. i s  v e r y  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  p o s s i b l e  i m p a c t s  of 
l e g i s l a t i o n  a l l o w i n g  t h e  S t a t e  (or p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  
S t a t e )  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  p r o j e c t  l a b o r  a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  l a b o r  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  A s  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  o p e r a t e s  w i t h  b o t h  u n i o n  
a n d  n o n - u n i o n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a r m s ,  w e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  s o m e  
o f  t h e  c l a i m s  m a d e  o n  e a c h  s i d e .  H o w e v e r ,  w e  a r e  a w h o l l y  o w n e d  
s u b s i d i a r y  o f  A r c t i c  S l o p e  R e g i o n a l  C o r p o r a t i o n  an d ,  a s  s u c h ,  o u r  
m i s s i o n  s t a t e m e n t  r e f l e c t s  o u r  c h a r g e  t o  p r o v i d e  " c o m m e r c i a l ,  
i n d u s t r i a l  a n d  o t h e r  e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  e n h a n c e  I n u p i a t  
c u l t u r a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  f r e e d o m s " .  I t  a p p e a r s  t o  u s  t h a t  p a s s a g e  o f  
t h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  b e  i n  d i r e c t  c o n f l i c t  t o  o u r  g o a l  o f  p r o v i d i n g  
e m p l o y m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  o u r  s h a r e h o l d e r s .

T h i s  b i l l  a p p e a r s  t o  e q u a t e  u n i o n  h i r e  w i t h  l o c a l  h i r e .  In o u r  
c a s e ,  t h a t  c o u l d n ' t  b e  f u r t h e r  f r o m  t h e  t r u t h .  If t h i s  b i l l  
p a s s e s ,  o u r  s h a r e h o l d e r s  w o u l d  b e  f o r c e d  t o  j o i n  a u n i o n  t h e y  d o n ' t  
n e e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  w o r k  o n  l o c a l  v i l l a g e  p r o j e c t s .  I t  w o u l d  p r o h i b i t  
u s  f r o m  h i r i n g  s h a r e h o l d e r s  w i t h o u t  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  e x p e r i e n c e  t o  b e  
o n  t h e  u n i o n  "A" l i s t  a n d  w o u l d  i n v i t e  l a b o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  s e n d  
" q u a l i f i e d "  u n i o n  m e m b e r s  f r o m  o t h e r  c o m m u n i t i e s  t o  t a k e  l o c a l  
s h a r e h o l d e r  jobs. A s  a c o n s e q u e n c e ,  i t  w o u l d  p r o h i b i t  h i r i n g  a n d  
t r a i n i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  s h a r e h o l d e r s  w h o  m a y  n o t  h a v e  t h e  
n e c e s s a r y  e x p e r i e n c e  b u t  w h o  c o u l d  b e  o f f e r e d  t r a i n i n g  t h r o u g h  
e m p l o y m e n t  o n  o u r  l o c a l  p r o j e c t .

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a s m a l l  v i l l a g e  p r o j e c t  c o u l d  b e  h a m p e r e d  b y  t h e  
" j u r i s d i c t i o n a l "  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  u n i o n  e m p l o y e e s .  F o r  
i n s t a n c e ,  a u n i o n  c a r p e n t e r  is u n a b l e  t o  p e r f o r m  w o r k  o u t s i d e  h i s  
o r  h e r  c r a f t  d e s c r i p t i o n .  O n  a v i l l a g e  p r o j e c t ,  a l l  c r a f t s m e n  a r e  
r e q u i r e d  t o  o c c a s i o n a l l y  a s s i s t  o t h e r s  t o  a s s u r e  c o s t  

e f f e c t i v e n e s s .  B e i n g  u n a b l e  t o  c a l l  o n  a l l  c r a f t s m e n  f o r  
o c c a s i o n a l  o r  e m e r g e n c y  a s s i s t a n c e  w o u l d  b e  e x t r e m e l y  i n e f f i c i e n t  

u s e  o f  m a n p o w e r  i n  a r e m o t e  s i t u a t i o n  a n d  w o u l d  a d d  g r e a t l y  t o  t h e  
c o s t  o f  p u b l i c  p r o j e c t s .



Senator Drue Pearce
April 3, 1991
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B y  a l l o w i n g  p u b l i c  a g e n c i e s  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  p r o j e c t  a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  
l a b o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w h i c h  b e c o m e  b i n d i n g  o n  c o n t r a c t o r s  a n d  s u b c o n ­
t r a c t o r s ,  i t  e s s e n t i a l l y  s u b v e r t s  o u r  b a r g a i n i n g  r i g h t s  a n d  w i l l  
h a v e  a v e r y  n e g a t i v e  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  c o m p e t i t i v e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

b u s i n e s s .

I t  i s  o u r  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  is n o t  o n l y  u n n e c e s s a r y  b u t  
w o u l d  b e  v e r y  d e s t r u c t i v e  t o  o u r  c o r p o r a t e  g o a l s .  W e  r e q u e s t  t h a t  
y o u  d o  n o t  l e n d  y o u r  s u p p o r t  t o  i t s  p a s s a g e .

S i n c e r e l v .

G e n e r a l  M a n a g e r

cc: V i r g i n i a  C o l l i n s
D i c k  E l i a s o n  
R i c k  H a l f o r d  
J a y  K e r t t u l a
H a r r y  K a l e a k  - A r c t i c  S l o p e  R e g i o n a l  C o r p o r a t i o n



E l e c t r i c  .
5 4 0  W E S T  P O T T E R  DRIV E 

A N C H O R A G E .  A L A S K A  9 9 5 H X  18
T E L E P H O N E  

(907) 561-1278 March 8, 1991
EO  S C H E N D E R L IN E

PRESIDENT

Senator Pat Rodey 

P.O. B ox V  

Juneau, A laska 99811

Dear Senator Rodey:

It's been brought to m y  attention that you've introduced SB-95 authorizing 

State agencies to enter into project labor agreements.

A s  a  longtime contractor in Alaska, I see man y  benefits to such agreements. 

F i r s t  o f  all, such agreements can ensure a  reliable source o f  labor is available 

to m e e t  the needs o f  a project. This is critical to impacting the cost o f  any 

project.

I kn o w  o n e  thing about construction, and that is the cost to aproject whe n  

delays occur due to labor shortages or disruption is extremely high,

A  union p r o ject labor agreement can contain special w a g e  rates, overtime 

provisions and working conditions w h i c h  will benefit a  project of any magnitude. 

Quite candidly, from a  project owner's perspective, the k ey to any project lies 

i n  ensuring the project is completed o n  a  timely basis, thus reducing financing 

costs. This i n  itself m a y  m e a n  millions to the State o f  A l aska in savings.

Thanks for your efforts in this area.

Sincerely,

•J+ld(Mi y d l  \Ll 'k^ 
Ed Schenderline
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Spenard Plastering Company
7901 King Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99502 
(907) 522-1185 

F A X  (907) 3 4 9 - 5 7 7 6

April 01, 1991

Senator Drue Pearce, Chairman 

Senate Labor & Commerce Committee 

Alaska State Legislature 

P.O. Box V  (MS 3100)

Juneau, Alaska 9811

Subject CS SB95

Dear Senator Pearce:

Spenard Plastering Company is a union construction contractor in the State of 

Alaska. W e  feel this legislation allowing the State to enter into project labor 

agreements with the labor organizations in public construction projects would be 

highly detrimental to everyone concerned, including labor, management and the 

public.

First, the legislation requires the political entity to retain substantial 

control of the means, manner, and standards of performance of all employees on 

the job. This requirement represents a monumental change in the traditional 

relationship between the owner and contractor.

Second, the political agency and the labor organization could refrain from doing 

business with the contractor, subcontractor, or other person. In essence, this 

provision might allow an innocent party to be "blacklisted" from bidding on work 

subject to a project labor agreement.

Third, wage rates and fringe benefits are defined in the Davis-Bacon Act, and 

ensure that all contractors, Union or Non-union, pay the appropriate wages and 

benefits. If the public sector undertakes to reach Project Agreements with the 

Unions and to make those agreements binding on Contractors bidding and performing 

State funded projects, our current process of bargaining with these Unions will 

be subverted which is an integral part of our competitive bid process and free 

market economy.

W e  strongly urge you to consider the negative consequences of this ill advised 

and unnecessary legislation and ask that you not support it any way.

Sincerely,

Jack Lopshire

cc: Virginia Collins

Dick Eliason 

Jay Kerttula 

Rick Halford
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STUTZMANN ENGINEERING ASSOC., INC.
P.O. BOX 1429 

FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99707 

(907) 452-4094

March 19, 1991

Senator Drue Pierce
Chairman Labor and Commerce Committee 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear S ir :

I am w r it in g  th is  le tte r  in opposition o f Proposed C .S . SB 95 concern ing 
State and Political Subdiv is ions th e reo f. C on trac to r's  and S ub -C on trac to r's  
labor re la tions.

T h is  b ill is one more transgress ion  o f the State in to  an area th a t is 
p ro p e rly  the domain o f the P rivate  Sector, C o n tra c to r 's , T h e ir  
S u b -C on tra c to r's  and th e ir  employees.

It is to ta lly  unnecessary fo r  the State to in te rfe re  w ith  these func tions  
more than it  a lready does.

E xis ting  laws are more than adequate and have worked s u ff ic ie n tly  well. 
More law w ill a lso, o f course, create a need fo r more State bureaucracy to 
police the  same and we ce rta in ly  do not need th a t at th is  time.

One fu r th e r  consideration is th a t th is  law would also resu lt in h ighe r b id  
prices on effected p ro jects .

Please Oppose Th is  B ill.

Yours v e ry  t r u ly .

Paul u. b tu izm ann,



TAMSHER CONSTRUCTIONA Division o( kimshof Entorptlsos & Rentals, Inc.

V
M a r c h  2 9, 1 9 9 1

S e n a t o r  D r u e  P e a r c e ,  C h a i r m a n  
S e n a t e  L a b o r  & C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  
P . O .  B o x  V  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

RE: S e n a t e  B i l l  95

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P e a r c e :

T a m s h e r  C o n s t r u c t i o n  is o p p o s e d  to S B  95 a n d  b e l i e v e  t h a t  s u c h  a 
b i l l  w o l d  b e  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  a l l  A l a s k a n s .

S u c h  a b i l l  w o u l d ,  in o u r  o p i n i o n ,  a t  b e s t  b e  d i c t a t o r i a l .  W e  
c a n n o t  v i s u a l i z e  w h a t  a d v a n t a g e  s u c h  a l a w  w o u l d  b e  to t h e  S t a t e  o f  
A l a s k a  a n d  i t s  c i t i z e n s .  B y  l i m i t i n g  t h e  a w a r d i n g  o f  c o n t r a c t s  

t o  o n l y  " U n i o n  C o n t r a c t o r s "  m u c h  o f  t h e  c o m p e t i t v e  a s p e c t  o f  b i d d i n g  
w o u l d  b e  e l i m i n a t e d  t h e r e f o r e  r e s u l t i n g  in h i g h e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o s t s .  

S e v e r a l  y e a r s  a g o  w h e n  t h e  e c o n o m y  w a s  r o l l i n g  a l o n g ,  u n i o n s  w e r e  
t o  a l a r g e  e x t e n t  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  h i g h  c o s t s  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n .
M a n y  s m a l l  a n d  n o t  so s m a l l  c o n t r a c t o r s  c o u l d  n o t  c o m p e t e  f a i r l y  
i n  s u c h  a n  a r e n a  a n d  w e r e  f o r c e d  o u t  o f  b u s i n e s s  b y  t h o s e  v e r y  c o s t s .

S i n c e  A l a s k a  c o n t r a c t o r s  m u s t ,  b y  law, a b i d e  b y  t h e  D a v i s - B a c o n  A c t  
w h i c h  e n s u r e s  t h a t  a l l  e m p l o y e e s  a r e  f a i r l y  c o m p e n s a t e d  f o r  t h e i r  
l a b o r  a n d  t h a t  U n i o n  a n d  N o n - u n i o n  c o n t r a c t o r s  p a y  t h e  s a m e  w a g e  
s c a l e  a n d  f r i n g e  b e n e f i t s ,  S B  95 w o u l d  b e  r e d u n d a n t  a n d  w e l l  as 
u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l .  It w o u l d  a l s o  b e  a n o t h e r  c o s t l y  p r o g r a m  to 
a d m i n i s t e r .

It is u n t h i n k a b l e  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  b y  e n a c t i n g  s u c h  a l a w  
w o u l d  i n  e f f e c t  g o  i n t o  " p a r t n e r s h i p "  w i t h  t h e  l a b o r  u n i o n s .
S B  95 w i l l  n o t  g u a r a n t e e  A l a s k a  h i r e .  It w i l l ,  h o w e v e r ,  g u a r a n t e e  

t h a t  L a b o r  U n i o n s  a r e  a b l e  t o  i n f l u e n c e  w h o  w i l l  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  t h e  
S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  f o r  S t a t e  f u n d e d  p r o j e c t s .  T h i s  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  t h e  
c o s t  to t h e  S t a t e  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i n g  p r o j e c t s .  T h i s  c a n n o t  be in t h e  
S t a t e ' s  b e s t  i n t e r e s t ,  o r  i t s  c i t i z e n s .

A p e r s o n  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  d i s c r i m i n a t e d  a g a i n s t  b e c a u s e  h e  o r  s h e  d o e s
n o t  b e l o n g  to a c e r t a i n  l a b o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  N o r  s h o u l d  a p e r s o n  b e
f o r c e d  t o  j o i n  s u c h  an o r g a n i z a t i o n  in o r d e r  to g e t  a jo b ,  M o s t  

d e f i n i t e l y ,  a c o n t r a c t o r  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  e l i m i n a t e d  f r o m  b i d d i n g  o n  
S t a t e  f u n d e d  p r o j e c t s  if he o r  s h e  is n o t  a u n i o n  c o n t r a c t o r .  T h a t  
w o u l d  b e  l i k e  m a k i n g  a l a w  w h i c h  s t a t e s  t h a t  " o n l y  D e m o c r a t s "  o r  

" o n l y  R e p u b l i c a n s " ,  o r  s o  on, c a n  v o t e .  In o t h e r  w o r d s ,  s u c h  a l a w

w o u l d  b e  t a n t a m o u n t  to r e s c i n d i n g  o n e ' s  f r e e d o m .I n ii f" T .  ̂ C l.* m W ii Li1889 E Tudai Read • Simo ? 3CME Anchorage Masko 996Q8
i ' \ . *<ACTORS I !C AA20:-8t> Ph. (907) 562-4667 PT3i am  a



E v e r y  A l a s k a n  s h o u l d  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  m a k e  t h e  c h o i c e  to b e l o n g  
o r  n o t  t o  b e l o n g  to a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  n o t  b e  p u n i s h e d  f o r  t h e i r  
c h o i c e .  S u c h  a l a w  w o u l d  d o  j u s t  t h a t  - p u n i s h  t h o s e  w h o  d o  n o t  
w i s h  t o  b e l o n g  to t h e  U n i o n s  a n d  t h i s  p u n i s h m e n t  w o u l d  b e  m e t e d  
o u t  b y  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .

CC: S e n a t o r  J a l m a r  K e r t u l a ,  S e n a t e  L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  
S e n a t o r  R i c h a r d  E l i a s o n  " " "

S e n a t o r  V i r g i n i a  C o l l i n s  " " "

S e n a t o r  R i c k  H a l f o r d  " " "
S e n a t o r  F r a n k
S e n a t o r  Z h a r o f f
S e n a t o r  H o f f m a n
S e n a t o r  S t u r g u l e w s k i
M r .  J i m  L a n e ,  D i r e c t o r  A G C ,  A l a s k a  C h a p t e r

P i e r r e t t e  T .  F i e t c n e r

P T F / p f
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S e n a t o r  D r u e  P e a r c e ,  C h a i r m a n  

L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P . O .  B o x  V  (M S  3 1 0 0 )

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P e a r c e :

Re: C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  f o r  S B  95

A s  I s a t  t h r o u g h  t h e  h e a r i n g s  o n  t h i s  b i l l  o n  M a r c h  13, I w a s  

s t r u c k  b y  t h e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  if, a s  Ms. B r o o k s  s a i d ,  t h i s  b i l l  

r e a l l y  i s n ’t n e e d e d  f o r  t h e  u n i o n s  to e n t e r  i n t o  p r o j e c t  l a b o r  

a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  g o v e r n m e n t  e n t i t i e s ,  t h e n  I h a d  to a g r e e  w i t h  h e r  

a n a l y s i s  t h a t  t h e  s t r o n g  o p p o s i t i o n  to t h e  b i l l  is m i s p l a c e d .  

F u r t h e r ,  i f  t h e  l a w  is t r u l y  p e r m i s s i v e  a n d  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  e n t i t y  

h a s  t h e  s o l e  d i s c r e t i o n  to d e t e r m i n e  w h i c h  p r o j e c t s  m i g h t  b e  

s u b j e c t  t o  p r o j e c t  l a b o r  a g r e e m e n t s ,  t h e n  t h e  b i l l  s e e m s  a s  

i n n o c e n t  a s  p u r p o r t e d .  H o w e v e r ,  I q u e s t i o n  t h o s e  c o n c l u s i o n s .

I w a s  a l s o  s t r u c k  w i t h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  w a s  p r e s e n t e d  a s  a 

l o c a l  h i r e  s o l u t i o n ,  b u t  n o  f a c t s  o r  s t u d i e s  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d  to 

s u p p o r t  t h i s  h y p o t h e s i s .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  if  a  s t u d y  w a s  

u n d e r t a k e n  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t s  p e r f o r m e d  f o r  S t a t e  a g e n c i e s  d u r i n g  

t h e  p a s t  f i v e  y e a r s ,  w e  w o u l d  f i n d  t h a t  a v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  

w o r k e r s  e m p l o y e d  o n  t h e s e  p r o j e c t s  w o u l d  b e  A l a s k a n  r e s i d e n t s .  

S u c h  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o u l d  be d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e  c e r t i f i e d  p a y r o l l s  

a l r e a d y  ori f i l e  w i t h  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r .  I d o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  

a  p r o b l e m  m i g h t  e x i s t  o n  l a r g e  " m e g a "  p r o j e c t s  w h i c h  b y  t h e i r  

n a t u r e  u s u a l l y  r e q u i r e  s p e c i a l t y  w o r k e r s  a n d  w h i c h ,  b e c a u s e  o f  

t h e i r  s i z e  w o u l d  b e  p e r f o r m e d  b y  o u t s i d e  c o n t r a c t o r s .  H o w e v e r ,  

a s  w e ’v e  s e e n  o n  t h e  B r a d l e y  L a k e  p r o j e c t ,  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r  

n e g o t i a t e d  a p r o j e c t  l a b o r  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  a n u m b e r  o f  l a b o r  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  b e c a u s e  b o t h  p a r t i e s  c o u l d  r e a l i z e  b e n e f i t s  f r o m  
s u c h  a n  a g r e e m e n t .

1 b e l i e v e  t h a t  s o m e  o f  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  b i l l  s t i l l  p r e s e n t  

a r e a s  o f  c o n c e r n .  F i r s t ,  in S e c  2 ( b ) ( 3 ) ,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a g e n c y  

a n d  t h e  l a b o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  c o u l d  r e f r a i n  f r o m  d o i n g  b u s i n e s s  w i t h  

a c o n t r a c t o r ,  s u b c o n t r a c t o r , o r  o t h e r  p e r s o n .  In e s s e n c e ,  t h i s  

p r o v i s i o n  m i g h t  a l l o w  a n  i n n o c e n t  p a r t y  to be  " b l a c k l i s t e d "  f r o m  

b i d d i n g  o n  w o r k  s ub ject, to a p r o j e c t  l a b o r  a g r e e m e n t .  T h i s  

p r o v i s i o n  s h o u l d  b e  e i t h e r  e l i m i n a t e d  o r  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  c l e a r l y  s et  f o r t h .
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S e c o n d ,  S e c  2 (c) r e q u i r e s  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  e n t i t y  to r e t a i n  

s u b s t a n t i a l  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  m e a n s ,  m a n n e r ,  a n d  s t a n d a r d s  o f  

p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  a l l  e m p l o y e e s  o n  t h e  j o b .  T h i s  r e q u i r e m e n t  

r e p r e s e n t s  a m o n u m e n t a l  c h a n g e  in t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

b e t w e e n  t h e  o w n e r  a n d  c o n t r a c t o r .  T h e  c o n t r a c t o r  is 

t r a d i t i o n a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  m e a n s ,  m a n n e r ,  a n d  s t a n d a r d s  o f  

p e r f o r m a n c e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r o s e c u t e  t h e  w o r k  in  a t i m e l y ,  

e f f i c i e n t  m a n n e r .  H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  t h e  i n t r u s i o n  o f  t h e  o w n e r  i n t o  

t h i s  a r e a  o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r ’s r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  h a s  Led to 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  c l a i m s  if  t h e  i n t r u s i o n  n e g a t i v e l y  i m p a c t s  t h e  

c o n t r a c t o r  i n  a n y  m a n n e r .  S u c h  c l a i m s  a r e  a l m o s t  a l w a y s  

s u c c e s s f u l ,  a n d  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  p a r t i e s  a r e  so  

c l e a r l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  b o t h  t r a d i t i o n  a n d  l a w ,  t h a t  o w n e r ’s 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  c l e a r l y  a v o i d  a n y  a t t e m p t  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  w o r k  o f  

t h e  c o n t r a c t o r .  T h i s  p r o v i s i o n  s h o u l d  b e  e l i m i n a t e d  o r  t h e  

p o l i t i c a l  e n t i t i e s  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  u s e  t h i s  a u t h o r i t y  w i l l  m o s t  

l i k e l y  b e  f o r c e d  to d e f e n d  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  i n  c o u r t .

L a s t l y ,  I s t i l l  f a i l  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  s a v i n g s  t h a t  a r e  

s u g g e s t e d .  T h e  w a g e s  a n d  b e n e f i t s  t h a t  m u s t  be p a i d  o n  a p r o j e c t  

a r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  L i t t l e  D a v i s  B a c o n  a c t  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  w i l l  

n o t  b e  e f f e c t e d  b y  s u c h  a n  a g r e e m e n t . S i n c e  tlie c o s t s  o f  a 

p r o j e c t  a r e  c o m p r i s e d  o f  l a b o r ,  e q u i p m e n t ,  m a t e r i a l s ,  ov er li ea d,  

a n d  p r o f i t ,  a n d  s i n c e  tlie p r o j e c t  l a b o r  a g r e e m e n t  o n l y  a f f e c t s  

l a b o r ,  w e  m u s t  a s s u m e  t h a t  t h e  s a v i n g s  a r e  to b e  d e r i v e d  f r o m  

s o m e  e f f i c i e n c i e s  in t h e  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  l a b o r  s i n c e  l a b o r  r a t e s  

a r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  l a w .  I f  t h i s  is t h e  c a s e ,  t h e n  e x a m p l e s  

s h o u l d  b e  o f f e r e d  s o  t h a t  t h e  e f f i c i e n c i e s  c a n  b e  u n d e r s t o o d .

P e r h a p s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  c o n c e r n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  

l e g i s l a t i o n  is t h e  s t a t e d  p u r p o s e  s e t  f o r t h  b y  t h e  I B E W .  I n  

t h e i r  F e b r u a r y ,  1 9 9 1  n e w s l e t t e r ,  t h e y  s a y ,  " T h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p i e c e  
o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s ,  w i t h o u t  a  d o u b t ,  t h e  s i n g l e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  
b i l l  b e f o r e  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  f r o m  l a b o r ’ s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n d u s t r y  
a f f i l i a t e s ’  p e r s p e c t i v e  a n d ,  i f  p a s s e d ,  c o u l d  t r u l y  c h a n g e  t h e  
f a t e  o f  p e o p l e  w o r k i n g  i n  A l a s k a ’ s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n d u s t r y  f o r e v e r . 
T h e  b e a u t y  o f  t h e  b i l l  i s  t h a t  i t  p r o m i s e s  t o  s e c u r e  f o r  A l a s k a  a 
l e g a l  m e a n s  t o  i n s u r e  l o c a l  h i r e ,  The  l o c a l  h i r e  c o u l d  b e  
p r e d o m i n a t e l y  u n i o n  f o r  s u r e  b u t ,  w i t h  p a s s a g e  o f  t h i s  b i l l ,  t h e  
s t a t e  w o u l d  h a v e  g r a n t e d  i t s e l f  a u t h o r i t y  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  
c o l l e c t  i v e  b a r g a i n i n g  a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  u n i o n s  w h i c h  c o u l d  r e q u i r e  
a l l  c o n t r a c t o r s  t o  s e c u r e  t h e i r  e m p l o y e e s  e x c l u s i v e l y  t h r o u g h  
u n i o n  h i r i n g  h a l l s . "



G i v e n  t h e  s t a t e d  g o a l s ,  I t h i n k  y o u  c a n  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  c o n c e r n s  

e x p r e s s e d  b y  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  t h e  A G C .  W e  u r g e  y o u  to 

a c k n o w l e d g e  t h e  b i l l  f o r  w h a t  it is, a n  a t t e m p t  b y  o r g a n i z e d  

l a b o r  to t a k e  o v e r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n d u s t r y  b y  a t t e m p t i n g  Lo 

c o n t r o l  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  a s i g n i f i c a n t  p o r t i o n  ol t h e  i n d u s t r i e s  

r e v e n u e s ,  a n d  a s k  t h a t  y o u  s t a n d  w i t h  u s  t o  d e i e a t  t h i s  e f f o r t .

V e r y  t r u l y  y o u r s ,

R i c h a r d  C a t t a r i a c h

c c  : S e n a t o r  E l i a s o n  

S e n a t o r  C o l l i n s  

S e n a t o r  H a l f o r d  

S e n a t o r  K e r t u l l a
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Anchorage, Alaska 99510-0859 
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March 29, 1991

Senator Drue Pearce, Chairman.
Senate Labor & Commerce Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
P.O. Box V (MS 3100)
Juneau, Ak 99811

Subject CS BS95

Dear Senator Pearce:

Universal Ogden Services is a union construction contractor in the State of Alaska. We feel 
this legislation allowing the State to enter into project labor agreements w ith labor 
organizations in  public construction projects would be highly detrim ental to everyone 
concerned, including labor, management and the public.

First, the legislation require the political entity to retain substantial control of the means, 
maimer, and standards of performance of all employees on the job. This requirem ent 
represents a monum ental change in  the traditional relationship between the owner and 
contractor.

Second, the political agency and the labor organization could refrain from doing business 
with a contractor, subcontractor, or other person. In essence, this provision might allow 
an innocent party to be "blacklisted" from bidding on work subject to a project labor 
agreement.

Third, wage rates and fringe benefits are defined in  the Davis-Bacon Act, and ensure that 
all Contractors, Union or Non-union, pay the appropriate wages and benefits. If the public 
sector undertakes to reach Project Agreements with the Unions and to m ake th o se  
agreem ents binding on Contractors bidding and performing State funded projects, our 
current process of bargaining with these Unions will be subverted which is an integral part 
of our competitive bid process and free market economy.

We strongly urge you to consider the negative consequences of this ill advised and 
unnecessary legislation and ask that you not support it in any way.

Sincerelv.

Alan Johnson 
Assistant Division Manager 
Universal Ogden Services

cc: Virginia Collins 
Dick Eliason 
Jay Kerttula 
Rick Halford

Bob Tallent
Vice President Alaska Division 
Universal Ogden Services
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Senator Drue Pearce 
Room 113, Capitol 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811
Re: Senator Bill 95
Dear Senator Pearce:
I am concerned with the proposed Senate Bill 95.
In my opinion Senate Bill 95 will be detrimental to companies working 
in Alaska. It is imperative to maintain a balance between the union and 
non-union work forces. I believe Senate Bill 95 will unnecessarily upset 
that balance. Also, it is necessary to ailow company management 
flexibility to manage effectively and competitively. This Bill wul make 
governmental agencies be more involved creating unnecessary 
government controls and bureaucracy.
In addition, under certain conditions this bill may eliminate some 
companies and a large segment of the Alaskan work force from 
participating on public funded projects.
I believe it would be in the Alaska's best interest to reject this Bill.
Sincerely,

Pete leathard 
President

Peter Leathard
PfMldant

5151 Fairbanks Street 
Anchoraoe, Alaska 99503 
Telephone: (907) 594-6104 
Facsimile: (907)564-6130

March 22,1991

:sg



MAR 2 0 199f

A. WALSH, President Phone 907-561-1591

L

93130
BoxXX® ® Anchorage, Alaska 99509 March 18, 1991 

AHQ-1-52

Senator Drue Pearce 
P. O. Eox V  
Juneau, AK. 99811

Dear Senator Pearce:

In my some 42 years in the State of Alaska, I have yet to see what I consider 

a worse piece of legislation than CS SB 95.

The bill is designed for the sole benefit of organized labor whose contribution 

to the State throughout the years has been questionable. Organized labor 
would gain a virtual monopoly on all labor pertaining to State contracts.
Once in control of the employer's option to hire his personnel, they would 
be in a position to dictate the terms of who worked and who would remain 
unemployed. They would be in a position, in accord with Section 2 Subparagraph 

(b)(3), to require the State to cease or refrain or agree to cease or refrain 
from handling, using, selling, transporting, or doing business with a contractor, 

subcontractor or other person. This is extremely strong language and would 

no doubt lead to many court battles, leading to award of damages and the 
eventual declaration of the bill being unconstitutional.

Organized labor, with the power that they would gain from such legislation, 

wculd most likely be joined by organized crime and would soon control the State.

Protect the free enterprise system. Respect the employer's rights of management 
and get rid of this bad legislation serving the self interest of organized 
labor.

Very truly yours,

LAW:pb

President
cc: read, file
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WARNING LUES OF ALASKA, INC.
M A I N  OFFICE

591 W  67TH AVE. A N C H O R A G E ,  A L A S K A  99518-15S5 

P H O N E  (907) 562-2124

Senator Drue Pearce, Chairman 
Senate Labor & Commerce Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 

PO Box V( MS 3100)
Juneau,AK 99811

Re: CSSB95

Dear Senator Pearce,

I am writing to express my concern of the effects that the passing of this bill would have 
on the construction industry in Alaska. This legislation, if enacted, will change the employment 
relations act (AS 23.d0.070) which relates to public employees. Senate Bill 95 will cause this 
act to effect private employers and employees by severely limiting or eliminating the 

opportunities to be involved in publicly funded projects.

Section 2(3)(e) of the proposed bill appears to allow agreements between public 
employers and labor organizations whereby a public employer could agree not to solicit contracts 
from those who do not have a labor agreement with that organization. This will reduce the practice 
of a competitive bidding process on public projects which was designed to promote free entei prise, 

creativeness and "industrial harmony".

All Alaskan's now have the opportunity, the challenge and the hope of bidding on 8nd 
securing public work? projects. Don't pull the rug out from under our feat by promoting such 
biased legislation. Please consider the long range effects of this bill before sending it out of 
committee.

Sincerely, o
7 ) u  -iL

Mrs. Marie Wilson

President, Warning Lites of Aalska, inc.

cc: Virginia Collins 
Dick Eliason 

Rick Halford 

Jay Kerttula

KENAI • B R A N C H  L O C A T I O N S  ■ FAIRBANKS

Ml 18V* KENA. PUR RD. P.O. B O X  4173 

KENAI, A L A S K A  99611 

(907) 283-8440

2135 D O N A L D  AVE. 

FAIRBANKS, A L A S K A  99701 

(907) 451-6199



WATTERSON CONSTRUCTION CO.
P.O. B O X  92619

A N C H O R A G E ,  A L A S K A  99509-2619 

(907) 277-7664 F A X  NO. (907) 274-8698

9 1 8 if*

A p r i l  16, 1 9 9 1

S e n a t o r  D r u e  P e a r c e ,  C h a i r m a n  
S e n a t e  L a b o r  & C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P . O .  B o x  V  (MS 3100)
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

S u b j e c t :  C S  S B 9 5

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P e a r c e :

A s  a n  A l a s k a n  o w n e d  a n d  o p e r a t e d  O p e n  S h o p  C o n t r a c t o r  w e  b e l i e v e  
t h e  s u b j e c t  l e g i s l a t i o n  is d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  e v e r y o n e  c o n c e r n e d  
i n c l u d i n g  L a b o r ,  M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  t h e  P u b l i c .  I t  is n a r r o w  s p e c i a l  
i n t e r e s t  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  w h i c h  c a n  o n l y  b e n e f i t  t h e  c o f f e r s  o f  L a b o r  
O r g a n i z a t i o n s .

A s  I a m  s u r e  y o u  a r e  a w a r e  a l l  p u b l i c l y  f u n d e d  p r o j e c t s  f a l l  u n d e r  
t h e  P r e v a i l i n g  W a g e  ( D a v i s - B a c o n )  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  P u b l i c  W o r k s  
C o n t r a c t i n g ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  w o r k m e n  r e c e i v e  t h e  s a m e  t o t a l  
c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  w h e t h e r  or n o t  t h e y  a r e  U n i o n  o r  N o n - U n i o n .

A s  a r e s u l t  o f  N o n - U n i o n  C o n t r a c t o r s  i n r o a d s  i n t o  t h e  A l a s k a  

C o n s t r u c t i o n  M a r k e t ,  l o c a l  h i r e  h a s  a d v a n c e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y .  T h e  
O p e n  S h o p  C o n t r a c t o r  h a s  n o  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  j o i n i n g  a L a b o r  
O r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  h e  is f r e e  t o  h i r e  a n y  i n d i v i d u a l  a t  a n y  
l o c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  o n l y  r e q u i r e m e n t  b e i n g  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  
w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  w o r k .  T h e  s u b j e c t  b i l l  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  t h a t  a l l  l o c a l  
h i r e  p r o s p e c t s  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  j o i n  t h e  U n i o n  i n v o l u n t a r i l y  p r i o r  t o  
b e i n g  h i r e d .

T h e  b i l l  a s  p r e s e n t e d  c o u l d  s e v e r e l y  l i m i t  c o m p e t i t i v e  b i d d i n g  o n  
p u b l i c l y  f u n d e d  p r o j e c t s  a t  a s u b s t a n t i a l  i n c r e a s e  in c o s t  t o  t h e  
l o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  e n t i t y .  T h e s e  i n c r e a s e d  c o s t s  w o u l d  n o t  o n l y  b e  

a r e s u l t  o f  d e c r e a s e d  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  c o s t  o f  

t r a n s p o r t i n g  U n i o n  e m p l o y e e s  t o  t h e  s i t e  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  R o o m  & B o a r d  
f o r  s a m e .

W e  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  e c o n o m i c  b e n e f i t s  o f  h i r i n g  A l a s k a n s  a n d  s t r o n g l y  
o p p o s e  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  p l a c e  o u r  e m p l o y e e s  i n t o  a 
p o s i t i o n  o f  b e i n g  e x c l u d e d  f r o m  A l a s k a n  P u b l i c  W o r k s  P r o j e c t s .  W e  
r e q u e s t  t h a t  y o u  o p p o s e  t h i s  n e g a t i v e  l e g i s l a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,
W a t t e r s o n  C o n s t r u c t i o n  Co.

W i l l i a m  C. W a t t e r s o n  

P r e s i d e n t

Office Address 3510 SPENARD ROAD. SUITE 103 ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99503



Wilco Co ntract ors 
16701 Ransom Ridge 

Anchorag e, Alaska 99516 
345- 6288

M AY 3 199!

April 30, 1991

Sena tor Drue Pearce, Shariman 
Senate Labor ?< Commerce Committe e 
Alaska State Legisl at ur e 
P.O. Box V (MS 3100)
Juneau, Ak 99811

Subject: CS SB95

Dear Se na tor Pearce:

Wilco is a open shop co ns tr uc ti on c o nt ra ct or in the State of 
Alaska. We feel this legis lat io n al lo wing the State to enter 
into proj ect labor agreem en ts  with lobor or g a n z a t i o n s  on 
public co ns tr uc ti on projects would be highly detrimental to 
ev er yone co nc erned, including labor, m a n a g e m t e n t  and the public.

First, it seeks to equate union hire with local hire and L 
t her eb y as so ci at es  open shop co nt ra ct or s with non-local hire. 
This in ferenc e is simply* not true and a great di ss er vi ce to 
Alaskan open shop businesses. Second, it allows public 
em ployee s into in vo lunt ar y union membe rsh ip . Finally, and 
most import an tl y,  it could se ve rely limit or elimin ate 
co mp et it iv e bidding on pu bl ic ly funded co ns tr uc ti on projects.
We believe sr ro ngly in the .principle of free and open c o m p ­
etition in bidding and ob tain in g public work. It provides 
the best qual it y servic eds for the lowest co st s,  and to 
pretend ot he rw is e is simply bad public policy.

As an Alas kan c o ns tr uc ti on comp an y we re cogniz e the short and 
long term economic benefits of hiring Alaskans. We connot 
und ers ta nd  wy AI (can le gg isla to rs  would even co ns ider 
placing our comp an y in a position where our Alaskan e m p l o y ­
ees would be ex cl uded from Alaskan public c o n s tr uc ti on j o b s .
We st ro ngly urge you to co ns id er the ne ga ti be  co ns eque nc es  
of this ill advi sed and un ne c e s s a r y  ligis lat io n and ask 
that you not s u p p o r t it in any way.

Bill Wi lkinson

c c : Virginia Col 1 ins 
Dick Elianson 
Rick Halford 
Jay Kerttula
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W ILDER CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.

M a r c h  15, 1 9 9 1

S e n a t o r  D r u e  P e a r c e ,  C h a i r m a n  

S e n a t e  L a b o r  &  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  

P . O .  B o x  V

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

R E :  S e n a t e  B i l l  95

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P e a r c e :

W i l d e r  C o n s t r u c t i o n  C o m p a n y  is a  U n i o n  C o n t r a c t o r  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f

A l a s k a .  W e  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  f r e e  a n d  o p e n  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n

b i d d i n g  a n d  o b t a i n i n g  p u b l i c  w o r k .  S e n a t e  B i l l  95  c o n t r a d i c t s  t h e  

o p e n  c o m p e t i t i v e  b i d  p r o c e s s ,  w h i c h  a s s u r e s  t h a t  a  p r o j e c t  w i l l  b e  

b u i l t  f o r  t h e  l o w e s t  c o s t  p o s s i b l e ,  i n  s e v e r a l  w a y s :

1. S e n a t e  B i l l  9 5  w o u l d  r e s t r i c t  s o m e  C o n t r a c t o r s  f r o m

b e i n g  a b l e  t o  b i d  o n  p u b l i c  w o r k .  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t

t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  b i l l  is  t o  e n s u r e  U n i o n s  t h a t

o r l y  U n i o n  C o n t r a c t o r s  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  b i d  o n  S t a t e

f u n d e d  p u b l i c  w o r k .

2. I f  t h e  P u b l i c  S e c t o r  u n d e r t a k e s  t o  r e a c h  P r o j e c t  

A g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  t h e  U n i o n s  a n d  t o  m a k e  t h o s e  

a g r e e m e n t s  b i n d i n g  o n  C o n t r a c t o r s  b i d d i n g  a n d  

p e r f o r m i n g  S t a t e  f u n d e d  p r o j e c t s ,  o u r  c u r r e n t  

p r o c e s s  o f  b a r g a i n i n g  w i t h  t h e s e  U n i o n s  w i l l  b e  

s u b v e r t e d .  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  L a b o r  O r g a n i z a t i o n s  

a r e  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  g e t  t h i s  b i l l  p a s s e d ,  p a r t l y  f o r

t h i s  p u r p o s e .  I t  w o u l d  b e  m u c h  m o r e  l u c r a t i v e  f o r

t h e m  t o  b a r g a i n  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c  s e c t o r ,  w h o  m a y  n o t  

k n o w  a l l  t h e  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  o f  w h a t  t h e y  a r e  a g r e e i n g  

to, t h a n  t o  b a r g a i n  w i t h  C o n t r a c t o r s  r e g u l a r l y  

e n g a g e d  in t h e  i n d u s t r y .  W a g e  r a t e s  a n d  f r i n g e  

b e n e f i t s  a r e  d e f i n e d  i n  t h e  D a v i s - B a c o n  A c t ,  a n d  

e n s u r e  t h a t  a l l  C o n t r a c t o r s ,  U n i o n  o r  N o n - u n i o n ,  p a y  

t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  w a g e s  a n d  b e n e f i t s .  W o r k  r u l e s  c a n  

b e  a  v e r y  c o s t l y  b u t  u n d e r - a n a l y z e d  p o r t i o n  o f  a n y  

a g r e e m e n t ;  p e o p l e  in  t h e  i n d u s t r y  a r e  b e t t e r  a b l e  to 

d e t e r m i n e  t h e  c o s t s ,  b o t h  d i r e c t  a n d  i n d i r e c t ,  o f  

r u l e s  a n d  p r o p o s e d  r u l e  c h a n g e s .  S e n a t e  B i l l  95 

w o u l d  s u b v e r t  t h i s  b a r g a i n i n g  p r o c e s s  w h i c h  i s  a n  

i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  o u r  c o m p e t i t i v e  b i d  p r o c e s s  a n d  

f r e e  m a r k e t  e c o n o m y .

WILDER CONSTRUCTION CO.. INC. 2006 N. STATE STREET 
B ELLIN G H A M , WA 98225-4242 
(206) 733-2060

11301 LANG STREET 
ANCHORAG E, AK 99515-3006 
(907) 344-2593



3. S e n a t e  B i l l  9 5  if e n a c t e d  a n d  L a b o r  A g r e e m e n t s  w e r e

r e a c h e d ,  w o u l d  a f f e c t  P r i v a t e  s e c t o r  e m p l o y e r s .

T h e s e  a g r e e m e n t s  w o u l d  b e c o m e  p r e c e d e n t  i n  L a b o r  

n e g o t i a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  U n i o n s  a n d  C o n t r a c t o r s .

4. S e n a t e  B i l l  9 5  w i l l  n o t  " g u a r a n t e e "  A l a s k a  H i r e .  I t

w i l l  g u a r a n t e e  t h a t  L a b o r  O r g a n i z a t i o n s  a r e  a b l e  t o

i n f l u e n c e  w h o  w i l l  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  

f o r  S t a t e  f u n d e d  p r o j e c t s .  M o s t  c e r t a i n l y ,  t h i s  

w i l l  i n c r e a s e  t h e  c o s t  t o  t h e  S t a t e  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i n g  

p r o j e c t s ,  w h i c h  i s  n o t  i n  a n y o n e ’s i n t e r e s t .

5. T h e  N a t i o n a l  L a b o r  R e l a t i o n s  A c t  p r o v i d e s  r e c o u r s e  

f o r  a l l  e m p l o y e e s  t o  d e c i d e  w h e t h e r  t h e y  w a n t  U n i o n  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .  I f  S e n a t e  B i l l  95  is e n a c t e d ,  y o u  

a r e  a b o r t i n g  t h i s  e m p l o y e e  p e r o g a t i v e .

R e s p e c t  f u l l y ,

P a u l  R o s s

W i l d e r  C o n s t r u c t i o n  C o m p a n y

c c : S e n a t o r  J a l m a r  K e r t u l a ,  S e n a t e  L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e

S e n a t o r  R i c h a r d  E l i a s o n ,  " " " " "

S e n a t o r  V i r g i n i a  C o l l i n s ,  " " " " "

S e n a t o r  R i c k  H a l f o r d ,

J i m  L a n e ,  D i r e c t o r  A G c , A l a s k a  C h a p t e r



WILSON CONSTRUCTION, INC.
BOX 813 » CORDOVA, Alaska 99574 « (907) 424-3452
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A p r i l  3, 1991

S e n a t o r  Drue Pearce, C h a i r m a n  

Se n a t e  L a b o r  & C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  

A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  

P.O. Bo x  V (MS 3100)

Juneau, Ak. 99811

Subject: CS SB95

Dea r S e n at o r  Pearce:

W i l s o n  Const r u c t i o n,  Inc. is an o p e n  s hop c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n t r a c t o r  in the State 

of Alaska. We feel this l e g i s l a t i o n  a l l o w i n g  the state to enter into p r o je c t  

l abor a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  l a b o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  on p u b l i c  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s  wo u l d  

be h i g h l y  d e t r i m e n t a l  to e v e r y o n e  c o n c e r n e d , i n c l u d i n g  labor, m a n a g e m e n t  and 

the public.

First, it seeks to equate u n i o n  h i r e  w i t h  local h i r e  and t h e r e b y  a s s o c i a t e s  

o pen shop c o n t r a c t o r s  wi t h  n o n - l o c a l  hire. Thi s  i n f erence is si m p l y  n ot  true 

and a great d i s s e r v i c e  to A l a s k a n  o p e n  shop b u s i n e s se s .  Second, it a l l o w s  

pu b l i c  e m p l o y e r s  to force e m p l o y e e s  into i n v o l u n t a r y  u ni o n  m em b e r s h i p .  Ginally, 

and m o s t  importantly, it c o u l d  s e v e r e l y  limit or e l i m i n a t e  c o m p e t i t i v e  b i d d i n g  

on p u b l i c l y  fun d e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  proj e c t s .  We b e l i e v e  s t r o n g l y  in the p r i n c i p l e  

of free and o p e n  c o m p e t i t i o n  in b i d d i n g  and o b t a i n i n g  public work. It p r o v i d e s 

the b est q u a l i t y  s e r vices for the l o w e s t  costs, and to p r e t e n d  o t h e r w i s e  is 

s i m p l y  bad p u b l i c  policy.

As an A l a s k a n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o m p a n y  we r e c o g n i z e  the short and long term e c o no m i c  

b e n e f i t s  of h i r i n g  A l askans. We can n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  w h y  A l a s k a n  l e g i s l a t o r s  

w o u l d  even c o n s i d e r  p l a c i n g  our c o m p a n y  in a p o s i t i o n  w h e r e  our A l a s k a n  e m p l oy e e s  

w o u l d  be e x c l u d e d  from A l a s k a n  pu bl i c  c o n s t r u c t i o n  jobs.

We s t r o n g l y  urge you to c o n s i d e r  the n e g a t i v e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  of this ill a d v i s e d  

and u n n e c e s s a r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  and a s k  that you not supp o r t  it in an y  way.

CC: V i r g i n i a  C o ll i n s

D i c k  E l i a s o n  

Rick Halfo r d  

J a y  K e r t t u l a



GENERAL CONTRACTORS
5101 East Parks Hwy. • Wasilla, AK 99687 

Phone (907) 373-6572 
Fax (907) 373-6504

W O L V E R I N E  S U P P L Y ,  I N C .

A P R  9  199!

Serving Alaska since 196‘1

A P R I L  1, 1 9 9 1

S e n a t o r  D r e w  P e a r c e ,  C h a i r m a n  

S e n a t e  L a b o r  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P . O .  B o x  V (M S 3 1 0 0 )
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

S u b j e c t :  C S  S B 9 5

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P e a r c e :

W o l v e r i n e  S u p p l y ,  Inc. is a  o p e n  s h o o  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n t r a c t o r  in 

t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  W e  -feel t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  a l l o w i n g  t h e  S t a t e  

t o  e n t e r  i n t o  o r o j e c t  l a b o r  a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  l a b o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

o n  p u b l i c  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s  w o u l d  b e  h i g n l y  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  

e v e r v o n e  c o n c e r n e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  l a b o r ,  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  t h e  p u b l i c .

F i r s t ,  it s e e k s  t o  e q u a t e  u n i o n  h i r e  w i t h  l o c a l  h i r e  a n d  t h e r e b y  

a s s o c i a t e s  o p e n  s h o p  c o n t r a c t o r s  w i t h  n o n - l o c a l  n i r e .  T h i s  

i n f e r e n c e  is s i m p l y  n o t  t r u e  a n d  a g r e a t  d i s s e r v i c e  t o  A l a s k a n  

o p e n  s h o p  b u s i n e s s e s .  S e c o n d ,  it a l l o w s  p u b l i c  e m p l o y e r s  to 

f o r c e  e m p l o y e e s  i n t o  i n v o l u n t a r y  u n i o n  m e m b e r s h i p .  F i n a l l y ,  a n d  

m o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  it c o u l d  s e v e r e l y  l i m i t  o r  e l i m i n a t e  

c o m p e t i t i v e  b i d d i n g  a n  p u b l i c l y  f u n d e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s .  W e  

b e l i e v e  s t r o n g l y  in t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  f r e e  a n d  o p e n  c o m p e t i t i o n  in 

b i d d i n g  a n d  o b t a i n i n g  p u b l i c  w o r k .  It p r o v i d e s  t h e  D e s t  q u a l i t y  

s e r v i c e s  f o r  t h e  l o w e s t  c o s t s ,  a n d  t o  p r e t e n d  o t h e r w i s e  is s i m p l y  

b a d  p u b l i c  p o l i c y .

A s  a n  A l a s k a n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o m p a n y  w e  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  s h o r t  a n d  

l o n g  t e r m  e c o n o m i c  b e n e f i t s  o f  h i r i n g  A l a s k a n s .  W e  c a n n o t  

u n d e r s t a n d  w h y  A l a s k a n  l e g i s l a t o r s  w o u l d  e v e n  c o n s i d e r  p l a c i n g  

o u r  c o m p a n y  in a p o s i t i o n  w h e r e  o u r  A l a s k a n  e m p l o y e e s  w o u l d  b e  

e x c l u d e d  f r o m  A l a s k a n  p u b l i c  c o n s t r u c t i o n  j obs .

W e  s t r o n g l y  u r g e  y o u  to c o n s i d e r  t n e  n e g a t i v e  

t h i s  ill advisecj a i d  u n n e c e s s a r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  

s u p p o r t  it in a n v  w a y .

c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  

a s k  t h a t  y o u  n o t

S l n c e r e 1y .

* ^ '— - 3 ___
M a r c  V a n  B u s k i r l

V i r g i n i a  C o l  1 in: 
D i d  E l i a s o n  

R i c k  M ai  f o r d
J  a  v r r ?. tu 1 a



907-563-3050

Sena to r  Drue P e a rc e ,  Chairman 
Senate Labor  & Commerce Commit tee 
A laska  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P.O.Box  V,  (MSS100)
Juneau,  AK '39311

RE: CS SB95

Dear S e na to r  P earce :

Woodard C o n s t r u c t i o n  Company i s  a b o n a - f i d e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n t r a c t o r ,  now i n  our  
4 0 th  yea r  o f  c o n t i n u o u s  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  C o n s t r u c t i o n  I n d u s t r y .  For  th e  most 
r e c e n t  E5 y e a r s ,  we have been a " r e s i d e n t "  A laskan  C o n t r a c t o r .  We a r e ,  and 
a lw ays  have been,  a "U n ion  C o n t r a c t o r "  and have c o n s t r u c t e d  many p u b l i c  
p r o j e c t s  as you can see f rom our  a t t a c h e d  resume. A s u b s t a n t i a l  number o f  
th e se  p r o j e c t s  have been i n  t h e  o u t l y i n g  o r  "bush" a r e a s .  I n  t he s e  remote  
a r e a s ,  c o n t r a c t o r s  a re  encouraged ,  and o f t e n  "mandated"  t o  u t i l i z e  l o c a l  h i r e .  
We b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  as i t  s h o u ld  be ,  because r e s i d e n t s  o f  v i l l a g e s  and remote 
a reas  o f t e n  have v e r y  l i t t l e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  economy o f  t h i s  
s t a t e .  They need t h e  income,  th e  work and indeed t h e r e  a re  many q u a l i f i e d  
w o rk e rs  i n  t he s e  a re a s  who a re  d e s e r v in g  o f  the  wo rk .

I n  these  a r e a s ,  we have g e n e r a l l y  been gu ided  by t h e  " L i t t l e  D a v is  Bacon Wage 
R a t e s . "  These r a t e s  have somet imes p r o v i d e d  a r e a l  hand icap  t o  " l o c a l  h i r e , "  
because o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  no a l l o w a n c e  was made i n  t h a t  wage s t r u c t u r e  f o r  
u n t r a i n e d  -  t o t a l l y  u n s k i l l e d  w o rk e rs  (we no te  he re  t h a t  t h e  F e d e ra l  D a v is  
Bacon Ac t  wage s t r u c t u r e  has now been m o d i f i e d  t o  a l l o w  f o r  t h e  employment  o f  
" h e l p e r s " ) .  When a c o n t r a c t o r  p re p a re s  h i s  b id  f o r  t h e  w o rk ,  he must p re p a re  
i t  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  u t i l i z i n g  h i s  known s k i l l e d  w o rke rs  p r o d u c t i o n  c a p a b i l i t i e s  
f o r  c o m p e t i t i v e  r e a s o n s .  ( A f t e r  a l l ,  ou r  economy i s  bes t  se rved  by open and 
f r e e  c o m p e t i t i o n  by p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e ' )  But  when th e  c o n t r a c t o r  has been 
awarded a c o n t r a c t ,  he o f t e n  f i n d s  h i m s e l f  and h i s  f i n a n c e s  under  what amounts 
t o  a " s t a t e  o f  s i e g e "  a g a in s t  h im .  He has f u l f i l l e d  a l l  t h e  b i d d i n g  
r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  n o n - d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , equa l  o p p o r t u n i t y  r u l e s  and th e  m u l t i t u d e  o f  
o t h e r  r e g u l a t i o n s  t h a t  c u r r e n t l y  a re  imposed upon a c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n t r a c t o r .  
Then he f i n d s  h i m s e l f  f u r t h e r  r e s t r i c t e d  by  the  i m p o s i t i o n  o f  more " r u l e s . "
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Senator Drue Pearce, Chairman
April 12, 1991
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Example:  The " l o c a l - l o c a l "  h i r e  as imposed by then  Governor  Cowper i n  th e
area above the  Yukon R i v e r  i n  1986-87 .  D u r in g  t h a t  p e r i o d ,  
Woodard C o n s t r u c t i o n  Company b i d  f o r  and e n te r e d  i n t o  a c o n t r a c t  
t o r  an a d d i t i o n  t o  th e  H u s l i a  S c h o o l .  Woodard had been one o t  
t i v e  f i r m s  co mpe t ing  t o r  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  We based our  b i d  on 
p r o d u c t i o n  r a t e s  known t o  u s .

A f t e r  the  award and s i g n i n g  o f  th e  c o n t r a c t ,  t h i s  l o c a l - l o c a l  h i r e
o f  97'/. was imposed upon Woodard C o n s t r u c t i o n .  Because o f  t h i s
c o n d i t i o n ,  ou r  t o t a l  p a y r o l l  was in c re a s e d  f rom $60 ,0 00  t o  
$128 ,000 .  Wore than  d o u b le  aur  e s t i m a t e ,  and ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  
r e s u l t i n g  i n  a d i r e c t  l o s s  t o  Woodard C o n s t r u c t i o n  Company. We 
pa id  " L i t t l e  Dav is  Bacon A c t "  wages,  i n c l u d i n g  wages f o r  t h e  Camp 
Cook ( l o c a l  h i r e )  i n  excess  o f  $24 .00  per  h o u r .

T h i s  i s  a c o n c r e t e  example o f  why,  f o r  one r e a s o n ,  i n  o u r  o n i n i o n  t h e  S t a t e  has
no b u s in e s s  e n t e r i n g  i n t o  t h e  a rea  o f  f r e e  and p r i v a t e  en t  r p r i s e .

We have s u c c e s s f u l l y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  l a b o r  n e g o t i a t i o n s  f o r  39 y e a r s ,  have 
never  had any l a b o r  d i s p u t e s  wh ich  r e s u l t e d  i n  work s t o p p a g e - d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  
t im e  o v e r r u n s ,  o r  p ro d u c t  q u a l i t y  d e t e r i o r a t i o n .  We do not  b e l i e v e  a n y t h i n g
can be g a in e d ,  and much c o u ld  be l o s t  i f  t h e  S t a t e  o r  any agency t h e r e o f  were
t o  e n t e r  i n t o  th e  b u s in e ss  o f  t h e  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e  e m p lo y e r .  The p u b l i c  has
been served  and w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  be se rved  b e s t  under  ou r  p r e s e n t  sys tem .

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,

/ i  L  ?( <_ • ' i i t -
C. E. Woodard

CEW/t lp  
S e r .  910029

E n c lo s u re

c c : V i r g i n i a  C o l l i n s
D ic k  E l i a s o n  
R ic k  H a l f o r d  
Jay K e r t t u l a
AGC o f  A laska  -  Anchorage



R E S U M E  
W O O D A R D  C O N S T R U C T I O N  CO., INC. 

511 W E S T  54TII A V E N U E  
A N C H O R A G E ,  A K  99518

C O M M E R C I A L .  OFFICE. P R I V A T E  A N D  P U B L I C  FACILITIES

Togiak Eskimo Seafood Plant-Togiak Eskimo Corporation, Togiak, Alaska 

Rcdi Electric office!shop!warehouse-6151 "A" Street, Anchorage, Alaska 

Alaska Van and Storagc-Post Road, Anchorage, Alaska 

Annabcll's Elephant House-Alaska Zoo, Anchorage, Alaska 

Binky’s Cage and Polar Bear Grotto-Alaska Zoo, Anchorage, Alaska 

Toyota Dealership, Universal Motors-Anchorage, Alaska

Market Basket Store; 6,000 sq. ft. interior remodel-Mountain View area, Anchorage, Alaska-1983-1984 

Mountain View Post Office remodel-Anchor age, Alaska

Alaska Winter Distribution Center building; 9,200 sq. ft. three story building-Spenard Road, Anchorage, 
Alaska-$800,000

Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Church-Huffman Road, Anchorage, Alaska--$1.2 million, 1989-1990 

Catholic Archdiocese of Anchorage; office building-Reka Drive and Bragaw St., Anchorage, Alaska 

Moose Club 1584; addition and remodel-Anchorage, Alaska-$140,000, 1990 

S C H O O L S  A N D  L E A R N I N G  INSTITUTIONS-STATEWIDE. CITY A N D  V I L L A G E  C O M M U N I T I E S  

Alaska Skill Center; shop and classroom building-Seward, Alaska 

Tok School; addition and remodel--Gateway School District, Tok, Alaska

Susitna Valley High School; new building and site development-Parks Highway, Montana Creek. Alaska- 
$1.8 Million

Tustumcna Elementary School; addition-Kasilof Alaska 

Northway High School-Northway, Alaska-Sl.6 Million, 1976

Lime Village, Sleetmute, Tclida Village Schools-lditarod School District, McGrath. Alaska-$1.4 Million 

Nicolai School; addition and remodel, 6,310 sq. ft.-lditarod School District, McGrath, Alaska-$2 Million 

Talkeetna Grade School; remodel and addition-Talkeetna, Alaska

Levelock School; addition and interior remodel, 14,000 sq. ft.-Southwest Region School District, 
Dillingham, Alaska-$2.1 Million. 1985-1986

Huslia School; classroom addition-Yukon-Koyukuk School District. Huslia, Alaska



SC H O O L S  A N D  L E A R N I N G  INSTITUTIONS C O N T I N U E D

McGrath School; shop addition-lditarod School District, McGrath, Alaska

M ULTIPLE D W E L L I N G  B U I L D I N G S

Cayc-Ann Apartments; 36 unit, 5 story building-Sth and "B" Street, Anchorage, Alaska

Westwood Vista Condominiums; 20 units, 4 story building-Hillerest Drive and Spenard Road, Anchorage, 
Alaska

B A N K I N G  FACILITIES

National Bank of Alaska, Soldotna Branch; design build 10,000 sq. ft. new building with site development- 
Soldotna, Alaska

National Bank of Alaska, Kenai Branch; remodel, design build new exterior drive-up teller lanes and 
canopy-Kenai, Alaska

National Bank of Alaska Data Processing Center-Anchorage, Alaska

First Interstate Bank; 7,000 sq. ft. 2 story building-Sterling Highway, Soldotna, Alaska (Now occupied by 
1st National Bank of Anchorage)-$2 Million, 1983-1984

National Bank of Alaska Executive Office; remodel, 5th floor, Corporate Headquarters-Anchorage, Alaska 

C O N C R E T E  C O N S T R U C T I O N

FAA ARSR radar site; foundation and site development-Kenai, Alaska

Campbell Creek Bridge-Old Seward Highway and International Airport Road, Anchorage, Alaska 

FAA; foundation f ir r Comtech Satellite Earth Station-Anchorage, Alaska 

Bob’s Distributing; exterr - site retaining walls-76th Avenue and King Street, Anchorage, Alaska 

G O V E R N M E N T  A N D  MIL I T A R Y  P R O J E C T S

Airman's dormitories; remodel and rcnovate-Elmendorf Air Force Base-$2.5 Million

Cape Chiniak vehicle maintenance facility-Kodiak Island. Alaska-$2 Million

Tatalina Air Force station; Composite building-McGrath, Alaska

U.S. Army; Remodel Enlisted Men exchange-Ft. Richardson. Alaska-$600.000

Tatalina and Sparevahn Air Force Stations; Incinerator building s

Gasoline filling station-Davis Highway, Elmcndorf Air Force Base

Branch Shoppcttc Store-Elmendorf Air Force Base-$900,000, 1975

Remodel two Movie Theatre Lobbics-Ft. Richardson, U.S. Army

Remodel N C O  Club-Ft. Richardson, U.S. Army

Air Force Main Exchange; 16,000 sq.ft. addition and rcmodcl-Elmcndorf Air Force Base



Houston Housing; bathroom rcmodel-Elmendorf Air Force Base $635,000, 1982-1983 

FAA Automated Flight Service Station-Kenai, Alaska— $1.4 Million, 1986-1987

Elmendorf Youth Center, Recreational center; 17,000 sq. ft.-Elmendorf Air Force Base $1.8 Million, 1988- 
1989

Billeting Office and Lounge; maintain, repair, alter-Elmendorf Air Force Base-$400,000, 1988-1989

Kodiak National Guard Armory; interior and exterior office remodel-Kodiak, Alaska-$200,000, 1989-1990

U NIVERSITY O F  A L A S K A  P R O J E C T S

Kenai Community College, Phase 4; addition and interior space remodel, 12,000 sq. ft.-Kenai, Alaska-$1.2 
Million

Kodiak Fisheries Building, Phase 2; site development, foundation construction and structural steel erection- 
Kodiak, Alaska-$989,000, 1989-1990

Classroom building/library, Mat-Su Community college; 10,000 sq. ft.-Palmer, Alaska-$2.4 Million, 1982- 
1983

University' of Alaska Anchorage, Bookstore Building, site and parking loi development, 24,000 sq. ft.— 
Anchorage, Alaska-$35 Million, 1985-1986

Matanuska Agricultural Laboratory Building; 13500 sq. ft.-Palmer Experimental Farm, Palmer, Alaska- 
$2.5 Million

University of Alaska Campus; Restroom and Handicapped Code upgrade-Anchorage, Alaska

University of Alaska Campus; Allied Science building, office and lab remodel-Anchor age, Alaska

Universitv of Alaska Campus, Fine Arts building; equipment supply and installation-Anchorage, Alaska- 
$750,000, 1987

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  P R O J E C T S

Anchorage International Airport; runway lighting system, roads and navigational facilities-Anchorage, 
Alaska

Crooked Creek State Park; site and road development, construct public facility-Division of State Parks-- 
Kenai, Alaska— $150,000

Palmer Pioneer Home: two additional wings. Palmer, Alaska 

Northway Village Road-Northway, Alaska— $260,000, 1988 

Kenaitzc II sewer/water treatment upgrade and installation-$S3.000 

McGrath Airport maintenance shop building-McGrath, Alaska

GOVERNMENT AND MILITARY PROJECTS CONTINUED 3



Huffman and O'Malley fire stations, including site development-Anchorage, Alaska—$1.1 Million, 1975- 
1976

Vehicle maintenance and repair facility, design build 23,000 sq. ft.-Commercial Drive and Post Road-$2.9 
Million, 1982-1983

INTERIOR OFFICE REMODEL AND TENANT IMPROVEMENTS

Pippel Center-Eagle River, Alaska-$700,000, 1986-1987

Denali Towers South; Talk of the Town Hair Salon-Anchorage, Alaska

Denali Towers North; 14th Floor, Alaska 100 Insurance-Anchorage, Alaska

Denali Towers South; main floor lobby upgrade

Denali Towers North; Westar Financial Services, 11th floor

Denali Towers North, GCl office expansion and new computer control room, 9th and 11th floors 

Denali Towers North; Marsh & McLennan 15th floor office expansion 

Denali Towers North; Sea Land, 16th floor Anchorage Administrative office

Denali Towers North; GCl, 10th floor office expansion, furnish and install back-up emergency generator 
system

Denali Towers North; E.F. Hutton, 14th floor

Denali Towers North; Dr. Wells, D.D.S., 12th floor

Denali Towers North; Dr. Mushovic, D.D.S., 5th floor

Denali Towers South; handicapped restroom upgrade, 7th floor

Tesoro Alaska Petrolciun; main offices-3230 "C" Street, Anchorage,
Alaska

MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE PROJECTS 4



W AR 2  5  1991

S e n a t o r  D r u e  P e a r c e ,  C h a i r m a n  
L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  

P O  B o x  V M S  3 1 0 0  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

Re: SB 95

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P e a r c e :

I a m  a p p a l l e d  a n d  a g g r i e v e d  t h a t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  i n t r o ­
d u c e d  a n d  is a c t u a l l y  b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  for p a s s a g e .

I h a v e  b e e n  e m p l o y e d  b y  a u n i o n  g e n e r a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o m p a n y  for 
o v e r  15 y e a r s .  I c a n n o t  e v e n  b e g i n  to e s t i m a t e  t h e  d a m a g e  t h a t  
t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  i n f l i c t  u p o n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n d u s t r y ,  
b o t h  to b u s i n e s s  a n d  e m p l o y e e s .  T h e  s t a t e  a n d  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  
c o n t a i n e d  w i t h i n  it, h a v e  n e i t h e r  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  n o r  t h e  t r a i n i n g  
t o  e f f e c t i v e l y  p e r f o r m  c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a i n i n g  f o r  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  of 
t r a d e s  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  A c a s e  at h a n d  is S e w a r d  a n d  
H o m e r  r e q u i r i n g  b i d d e r s  to b e  s i g n a t o r y  to t h e  I B E W  a g r e e m e n t .  
T h e  c o n t r a c t o r  p e r f o r m i n g  the w o r k  w i l l  p a y  8% t o  1 0 %  m o r e  f o r  a n  
o p e r a t o r  t h a n  if t h e y  w e r e  a b l e  to u s e  t h e  O p e r a t i n g  E n g i n e e r s  
a g r e e m e n t .  T h e  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  l a c k  of e x p e r t i s e  in t h i s  f i e l d  is 
t h e  d i r e c t  c a u s e  of t h i s  c o s t  i n c r e a s e .  I feel t h e  e f f e c t s  of 
t h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  b e  as f o l l o w s :

1 ) I n  t h e  s h o r t  t e r m  (1 to 2 y e a r s ) ,  l a b o r  r a t e s  w o u l d  r e m a i n  
s t e a d y  a n d  u n i o n  c o n t r a c t o r s  w o u l d  b e n e f i t .  N o n - u n i o n  
c o n t r a c t o r s  w o u l d  b e  hurt.

2 ) A  v a s t  n u m b e r  of l a w s u i t s  f r o m  n o n - u n i o n  c o n t r a c t o r s  
e x c l u d e d  f r o m  t h e  b i d  p r o c e s s  w o u l d  b e  f i l e d .  V e r y  
e x p e n s i v e  legal o f f e n s e s  a n d  d e f e n s e s  w o u l d  b e  p r e p a r e d .  
A t t o r n e y s  w o u l d  b e n e f i t  in t h e  s h o r t  term. T h e  S t a t e  a n d  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n d u s t r y  w o u l d  b e  h u r t .

3 ) In t h e  l o n g  term, w a g e  r a t e s  a n d  e m p l o y e e  b e n e f i t s  w o u l d  
i n c r e a s e  d r a m a t i c a l l y ,  as t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  n o  c o m p e t i n g  
l a b o r  f o r c e  to c o u n t e r - b a l a n c e  w a g e  i n c r e a s e s .  T h e  e f f e c t  
w o u l d  b e  g r e a t e r  e x p e n s e  to t h e  S t a t e ,  r e s u l t i n g  in f e w e r  
p r o j e c t s ,  c o n s e q u e n t l y  p u t t i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p e r s o n n e l  a n d  
c o m p a n i e s  out of w o r k .  All c o n c e r n e d  p a r t i e s  w o u l d  b e  
h u r t .

L o c a l , S t a t e  a n d  F e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  h a v e  n o  r i g h t  to b a r g a i n  for 
t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r .  T h e y  d o  n o t  h a v e  t h e  f i r s t  h a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  
r e q u i r e d  to u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  n e e d s  a n d  i n t r i c a c i e s  of t h e  u n i o n  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n t r a c t o r  thus, c o u l d  n o t  b a r g a i n  f r o m  a k n o w l e d g e ­
a b l e  p o s i t i o n .  F u r t h e r ,  the m u n i c i p a l i t y  e m p l o y e e s  i n v o l v e d  in 
t h e  b a r g a i n i n g  p r o c e s s  h a v e  n o  f u t u r e  e c o n o m i c  i n t e r e s t  in t h e
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o u t c o m e  of t h e i r  s t r u c k  a g r e e m e n t .  T h e y  d o  n o t  h a v e  to s t a y  in

b u s i n e s s ,  as d o  c o n t r a c t o r s  w h o  h a v e  b u s i n e s s  i n t e r e s t s  at s t a k e ,  

a n d  w h o  o t h e r w i s e  w o u l d  h a v e  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e i r  o w n  a g r e e m e n t  

w i t h  t h e  u n i o n s .  T h e  e f f e c t  of m u n i c i p a l  b a r g a i n i n g  w o u l d  b e  to 

s u b v e r t  t h e  w o r k  d o n e  by p r i v a t e  c o n t r a c t o r s .

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  it w o u l d  a p p e a r  t h a t  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  e n f o r c i n g  a 
c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a i n i n g  a g r e e m e n t ,  a n d  r e q u i r i n g  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  

b i d d e r  to b e c o m e  s i g n a t o r y ,  h a s  a c o n f l i c t  of i n t e r e s t ,  as w e l l
as a n  o b l i g a t i o n  to p r o v i d e  to t h e  c o n t r a c t o r  q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n ­
nel ,  w h e t h e r  t h e  u n i o n  c a n  p r o v i d e  t h e m  or not. W h e n  an o w n e r
d i c t a t e s  w h o  a c o n t r a c t o r  m u s t  h i r e ,  t h e n  t h e  o w n e r ,  n o t  t h e
c o n t r a c t o r ,  b e c o m e s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  a c t i o n s  of t h o s e  e m p l o y ­
ees. T h i s  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  a f u n c t i o n  of g o v e r n m e n t  ( w i t n e s s  t h e  
t o t a l  c o l l a p s e  of t h e  S o v i e t  a n d  E a s t e r n  b l o c k  e c o n o m i e s ) .

I a p p e a l  to y o u  to d o  all p o s s i b l e  to d e f e a t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  
It h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  s h o w n  t h a t  u n i o n s  c a n n o t  g u a r a n t e e  local 
h i r e .  T h e  l o c a l  h i r e  g u i s e  u n d e r  w h i c h  t h i s  b i l l  is b e i n g  p r o ­
m o t e d  is f a l s e  a n d  w i t h o u t  f o u n d a t i o n ,  c r e d i b i l i t y  or l e g a l i t y .

A g a i n ,  p l e a s e  v o t e  a g a i n s t  t h e  p a s s a g e  of t h i s  b i l l .  If y o u  h a v e  
a n y  q u e s t i o n s  or w o u l d  l i k e  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  m a t t e r  in m o r e  

d e t a i l ,  p l e a s e  d o  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  c o n t a c t  m e  by p h o n e ,  f a x  or
l e t t e r .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  t a k i n g  t h e  t i m e  to h e a r  m y  o p i n i o n .  I

l o o k  f o r w a r d  tc y o u r  r e s p o n s e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

A l b e r t  B e l l
1 3 0 0  O v e r h i l l  D r i v e
F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 0 9

T e l e p h o n e :  d a y  4 5 2 - 5 1 9 1 ,  e v e n i n g s  4 7 9 - 3 9 7 9  
Fax: 4 5 1 - 7 7 9 7

cc: Sen. C o l l i n s  
Sen. E l i a s o n  
Sen. H a l f o r d  
Sen. Kerttula 
A l a s k a  A G C
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L o r e n  B o s t o n
4 1 5  W e d g e w o o d  D r i v e  M - 1 9

F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 0 1

S e n a t o r  D i c k  E l i a s o n
L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e

P.O. B o x  V (MS 3100)

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

Re: C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  f o r  S B  95

D e a r  S e n a t o r  E l i a s o n :

I a m  w r i t i n g  t o  i n f o r m  y o u  of m y  o p p o s i t i o n  to S e n a t e  B i l l  95 w h i c h  

is c u r r e n t l y  i n  t h e  S e n a t e  L a b o r  C o m m i t t e e .  I f e e l  v e r y  s t r o n g l y  

t h a t  t h e r e  is n o  n e e d  f o r  s u c h  a b i l l ,  in f a c t  I a m  q u i t e  c o n c e r n e d  

t h a t  i t  w o u l d  e v e n  be i n t r o d u c e d .  I a m  a v e r y  s t r o n g  b e l i e v e r  in 

f r e e  a n d  o p e n  c o m p e t i t i o n  a n d  b e l i e v e  t h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  u n d u l y  

r e s t r i c t  p u b l i c  a g e n c i e s  in t h e i r  s o l i c i t a t i o n s  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
w o rk.

I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  SB 95 is a n  a t t e m p t  to s e l l  u n i o n  h i r e  as t h e  

o n l y  a c c e p t a b l e  l o c a l  h i r e  a l t e r n a t i v e .  T h i s  b i l l  n o t  o n l y  r a i s e s  

s e r i o u s  l e g a l  q u e s t i o n s ,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  w i l l  r a i s e  t h e  c o s t  

of c o n s t r u c t i o n  to t h e  S t a t e  w h i l e  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  
d i s e n f r a n c h i s i n g  the m a n y  n o n - u n i o n  A l a s k a n  c o n t r a c t o r s  a n d  t h e i r  
e m p l o y e e s .

I w o u l d  v e r y  m u c h  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  c a r e f u l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h e  

n e g a t i v e  i m p a c t  of t h i s  b i l l .  I s t r o n g l y  u r g e  y o u  t o  n o t  s u p p o r t  
S e n a t e  B i l l  95.

cc: S e n a t o r  P e a r c e

S e n a t o r  C o l l i n s  

S e n a t o r  H a l f o r d  
S e n a t o r  K e r t t u l a
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M a r c h  21, 1 9 9 1  

S e t h  B r o w n

5 1 9 9  C h e n a  H o t  S p r i n g s  R o a d  

F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 1 2

S e n a t o r  D i c k  E l i a s o n  

L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  

P . O .  B o x  V (MS 3 1 0 0 )

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

R e :  C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  f o r  S B  95

D e a r  S e n a t o r  E l i a s o n :

I a m  w r i t i n g  to i n f o r m  y o u  o f  m y  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  S e n a t e  B i l l  95 w h i c h  

i s  c u r r e n t l y  i n  t h e  S e n a t e  L a b o r  C o m m i t t e e .  I f e e l  v e r y  s t r o n g l y  

t h a t  t h e r e  is n o  n e e d  f o r  s u c h  a b i l l ,  i n  f a c t  I a m  q u i t e  c o n c e r n e d  

t h a t  i t  w o u l d  e v e n  b e  i n t r o d u c e d .  I a m  a v e r y  s t r o n g  b e l i e v e r  i n  

f r e e  a n d  o p e n  c o m p e t i t i o n  a n d  b e l i e v e  t h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  u n d u l y  

r e s t r i c t  p u b l i c  a g e n c i e s  in  t h e i r  s o l i c i t a t i o n s  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

w o r k .

I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  S B  9 5  is a n  a t t e m p t  t o  s e l l  u n i o n  h i r e  as  t h e  

o n l y  a c c e p t a b l e  l o c a l  h i r e  a l t e r n a t i v e .  T h i s  b i l l  n o t  o n l y  r a i s e s  

s e r i o u s  l e g a l  q u e s t i o n s ,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  w i l l  r a i s e  t h e  c o s t  

o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  t o  t h e  S t a t e  w h i l e  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  

d i s e n f r a n c h i s i n g  t h e  m a n y  A l a s k a n  c o n t r a c t o r s  a n d  t h e i r  e m p l o y e e s .

I w o u l d  v e r y  m u c h  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  c a r e f u l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h e  

n e g a t i v e  i m p a c t  o f  t h i s  b i l l .  I s t r o n g l y  u r g e  y o u  to n o t  s u p p o r t  
S e n a t e  B i l l  95.

S i n c e r e l y ,  

S e t h  B r o w n

c c :  S e n a t o r  P e a r c e

S e n a t o r  C o l l i n s  

S e n a t o r  H a l f o r d  

S e n a t o r  K e r t t u l a



April 3, 1991

Sena t o r  Drue  Pearce, C h a i r m a n  

S enate L a b o r  & C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  

A l a s k a  S tate L e g i s l a t u r e  

P. 0. B o x  V (MS 3100)

Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

RE: STATE BILL NO. 95

Dear S e n at o r  Pearce,

I feel that the a b o v e  l e g i s l a t i o n  a l l o w i n g  the S t a t e  to e n t e r  into p r oj e c t  labor 

a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  l a b o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  on public c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s  w o u l d  be h i g h l y  

d e t r i m e n t a l  to e v e r y o n e  conce r n e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  labor, m a n a g e m e n t  and the public.

First, it seeks to eq u a t e u n i o n  hire w i t h  l ocal h i r e  and t h e r e b y  a ss o c i a t e s  ope n  shop 

c o n t r a c t o r s  w i t h  n o n - l o c a l  hire. This i n ference is s i m p l y  no t  true and a great 

d i s s e r v i c e  to A l a s k a n  op e n  shop b u s i n esses. Second, it a l l o w s  public e m p l o y e r s  to 

force e m p l o y e e s  i nto i n v o l u n t a r y  u n i o n  m e m b e r s h i p .  Finally, and m o s t  i m p o r tantly, 

it c o u l d  s e v e r e l y  limit or el i m i n a t e  com!, titive b i d d i n g  on p u b l i c l y  funded c o n­

str u c t i o n  p r o j ec t s .  I b e l i e v e  s t r o n g l y  in the p r i n c i p l e  of free and o p e n  c o m p e t i t i o n  

in b i d d i n g  and o b t a i n i n g  p u b l i c  work. It p r o v i d e s  the b e s t  q u a l i t y  s er vices for the 

lowest costs, an d  to p r e t e n d  o t h e r w i s e  is sim pl y  b a d  p u b l i c  policy.

I r e c o g n i z e  the s h o r t  and lon g  term e c o n o m i c  b e n e f i t  of h i r i n g  Alaskans, but I c an n o t  

u n d e r s t a n d  wh y  A l a s k a n  l e g i s l a t o r s  w o u l d  even c o n s i d e r  p l a c i n g  n o n - u n i o n  A l a s k a n  w o r k e r s  

in a p o s i t i o n  to be e x c l u d e d  from A l a s k a n  public c o n s t r u c t i o n  jobs.

I s t r o n g l y  urge y o u  to c o n s i d e r  the n e g a t i v e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  of this ill a d v i s e d  and 

u n n e c e s s a r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  a s k  that yo u  do not s u p p o r t  it in any way.

S i n c e r e l y

aJ o , <S>4' -  U -)cos . Uc. -

cc: V i r g i n i a  C o l l i n s

Dic k E l i a s o n  

Rick H a l f o r d  

J a y  Ke r t t u l a



April 3, 1991

S e n a t o r  Drue Pearce, C h a ir m a n  

Senate Labor & C o mm e r c e  C o m m i t te e  

A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  

P. 0. Box V  (MS 3100)

Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

RE: STATE BILL NO. 95

D ea r  Sena t o r Pearce,

I feel that the a bove l e g i s l a t i o n  a l l o w i n g  the State to e n t e r  into p r o j e c t  labor 

a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  labor o r g a n i z a t i o n s  on public c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s  w o u l d  be h i gh l y  

d e t r i m e n t a l  to e v e r y on e  concerned, in c l u d i n g  labor, m a n a g e m e n t  and the public.

First, it seeks to equate u n i o n  hire tfith l o c a l  h i r e  and t h e r e b y  a s s o c i a t e s  o p e n  sho p  

c o n t r a c t o r s  w i t h  n o n - l o c a l  hire. Th i s  i n f e r e n c e  is s im p l y  n o t  true a n d  a great 

d i s s e r v i c e  to A l a s k a n  o p e n  shop busine s s e s .  Second, it a l l o w s  pub l i c  e m p l o y e r s  to 

force e m p l o y e e s  into i n v o l u n t a r y  u n i o n  m e m b e r s h i p .  Finally, an d  m o s t  i m p or tantly, 

it could s e v e r e l y  limit or e l i mi n a t e  c o m p e t i t i v e  b i d d i n g  on p u b l i c l y  funded c o n­

st r u c t i o n  projects. I b e l i e v e  s t r o n g l y  in the p r i n c i p l e  of free and o pen c o m p e t i t i o n  

in b i d d i n g  and o b t a i n i n g  pu b l i c  work. It p r o v i d e s  the best q u a l i t y  s e r v i c e s  for the 

l owest costs, and to pretend o t h e r w i s e  is s i m p l y  bad public policy.

I r ecognize the short and long ter m  e c o n o mi c  b e n e f i t  of h i r i n g  Al a s k a n s,  but I c a n n o t  

u n d e r s t a n d  why A l a s k a n  l e g i s l a t o r s  w o u l d  even c o n s i d e r  p l a c i n g  n o n - u n i o n  A l a s k a n  w o r k e r s  

in a p o s i t i o n  to be e x c l u d e d  f ro m  A l a s k a n  pu b l i c c o n s t r u c t i o n  jobs.

I s t r o n g l y  u rge you to c o n s i d e r  the n eg a t i v e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  of this ill a d v i s e d  and 

u n n e c e s s a r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  and a s k  that yo u  do no t  suppo r t  it in any way.

S i n c e r e l y

c c : V i r g i n i a  Collins

Dic k  E l i a s on  

Rick Half o r d  

Ja y  K e r t tu l a



April 3, 1991

S e n a t o r  Drue Pearce, C h a i r m a n  

Sen at e  L a b or  & C o m m e r c e C o m m i t t e e  

A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  

P. 0. Box V (MS 3100)

J uneau, A l a s k a  99811

RE: S T A T E  BILL NO. 95

Dea r S e n a t o r  Pearce,

I feel that the above l e g i s l a t i o n  a l l o w i n g  the S tate to e n t e r  into p r o j e c t  l a b o r  

a g r e e m e n t s  w ith labor o r g a n i z a t i o n s  on public c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r oj e c t s  w o u l d  be h i g h l y  

d e t r i m e n t a l  to everyone c o n c e r n e d ,  in c l u d i n g  labor, m a n a g e m e n t  and the public.

First, it seeks to e q u a t e  u n i o n  h i r e  w i t h  l o c a l  hire and t h e r e b y  a s s o c i a t e s  o p e n  shop 

c o n t r a c t o r s  w i t h  n o n - l o c a l  hire. This  i n f e r e n c e  is s i m p l y  no t  true and  a great 

d i s s e r v i c e  to A l a s k a n  o p e n  s h o p  b u s in e s s e s .  Second, it a l l o w s  p u b l i c  e m p loyers to 

force e m p l o y ee s  into i n v o l u n t a r y  u n i o n  m e m b e r s h i p .  F in ally, and  m o s t  importantly, 

it c ould s e v e r e l y  limit or e l i m i n a t e  c o m p e t i t i v e  b i d d i n g  on  p u b l i c l y  funded c o n­

st r u c t i o n  projects. I b e l i e v e  s t r o n g l y  in the p r i n c i p l e  of free and ope n  c o m p e t i t i o n  

in b i d d i n g  and o b t a i n i n g  p u b l i c  work. It p r o v i d e s  the best q u a l i t y  s e r v i c e s  f o 1" the 

lowest costs, and to p r e t e n d  o t h e r w i s e  is s i m p l y  b a d  p u b l i c  policy.

I r e c o g n i z e  the short and l o n g  t erm e co n o m i c  b e n e f i t  of h i r i n g  A l a s k a n s ,  but I c a n n o t  

u n d e r s t a n d  wh y  A l a s k a n  l e g i s l a t o r s  w o u l d  eve n  c o n s i d e r  p l a c i n g  n o n - u n i o n  A l a s k a n  w o r k e r s  

in a p o s i t i o n  to be e x c l u d e d  f r o m  A l a s k a n  p u b l i c  c o n s t r u c t i o n  jobs.

I s t r o n g l y  urge you to c o n s i d e r  the ^iJgative c o n s e q u e n c e s  of this il l  advi s e d  and  

u n n e c e s s a r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  and a s k  that y o u  do n o t  s u pp o r t  it in a n y  way.

c c : V i r g i n i a  Collins

Dick Eliason 

Rick Half o r d  

Ja y  Kerttula



April 3, 1991

Senator Drue Pearce, C h a i r m a n  

Senate Labor & C o m m e rc e  C o m m i t t e e  

A l a s ka  State L e g i s l a t u r e  

P. 0. Box V (MS 3100)

Juneau, Ala s k a 99811

RE: S TATE BILL NO. 95

Dear Senat o r  Pearce,

I feel that the above l e g i s l a t i o n  a l l o w i n g  the State to e n t e r  into p r o j e c t  l abor 

a g r e em e n t s  w i t h  labor o r g a n i z a t i o n s  on p u b l i c  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s  w o u l d  be h i g h l y  

d e t r i m e n t a l to e v e r y o n e  conce r n ed ,  i n c l u d i n g  labor, m a n a g e m e n t  and the public.

First, it seeks to equate u n i o n  hir e  w i t h  l ocal hire a n d  t h er e b y  a s s o c i a t e s  o p e n  s hop 

co n t r a c t or s  w i t h  n o n - l o c a l  hire. Thi s  i n f e r e n c e  is s i m p l y  n o t  true and a g r e a t  

d i s s er v i c e  to A l a s k a n  o p e n  shop b u s i n e s s e s .  Second, it a l l o w s  pu b l i c  e m p l o y e r s  to 

force emp lo y e e s  into i n v o l u n t a r y  u n i o n  m e m b e r s h i p .  F i n a l l y ,  a n d  m o s t  im p o r t a n t l y ,  

it could s e v e r e l y  limit or e l i m i n a t e  c o m p e t i t i v e  b i d d i n g  on p u b l i c l y  f u n d e d  c o n­

struction  projects. I b e l i e v e  s t r o n g l y  in che p r i n c i p l e  of free and  o p e n  c o m p e t i t i o n  

in b id d i n g  and o b t a i n i n g  p u b l i c  work. It p r o v i d e s  the b e s t  q u a l i t y  s er v i c e s  for the 

lowest costs, and to p r e t e n d  o t h e r w i s e  is s i m p l y  bad p u b l i c  policy.

I r e c ognize the short an d  lon g t e r m  e c o n o m i c  b e n e f i t  of h i r i n g  Ala s k a n s ,  but I c a n n o t  

u n d e r s t a n d w h y  A l a s k a n  l e g i s l a t o r s  w o u l d  e v e n  c o n s i d e r  p l a c i n g  n o n - u n i o n  A l a s k a n  w o r k e r s  

in a p o s i t i o n  to be e x c l u d e d  f r o m  A l a s k a n  p u b l i c  c o n s t r u c t i o n  jobs.

I st r o n g l y  urge yo u to c o n s i d e r  the n e g a t i v e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  of this ill a d v i s e d  and 

u n n e c e s s a r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  and a s k  that y o u  do not s u p p o r t  it in a n y  way.

Since r e l y ,

r l n i y t p n .  A k:

cc: V i rg i n i a  Coll i n s

Dic k Elia s o n  

Ric k H a l f o r d  

Ja y  K e r t t u l a



April J, 1991

S e n a t o r  Drue Pearce, C h a i r m a n  

S e n a t e  Labor & C o m me r c e  C o m m i tt e e  

A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  

P. 0. Sox V (MS 3100)

Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

RE: S T A T E  BIL L  NO. 95

D e a r  Senator Pearce,

I feel that the a bove l e g i s l a t i o n  a l l o w i n g  the State to e n t e r  into p r o j e c t  l abor 

a g r e e m e n t s  w ith labor o r g a n i z a t i o n s  on pu b l i c  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s  w o u l d  be h i g h l y  

d e t r i m e n t a l  to e v e r y on e  c o ncerned, in c l u d i n g  labor, m a n a g e m e n t  and the public.

First, it seeks to equate u n i o n  hir e  w i t h  local hir e  and t h e r e b y  a s s o c i a t e s  o p e n  shop 

c o n t r a c t o r s  w i t h  n o n - l o c a l  hire. T h i s  i n f e r e n c e  is s i m p l y  no t  true and a great 

d i s s e r v i c e  to A l a s k a n  o p e n  sho p  b u s i n es s e s .  Second, it a l l o w s  p u b l i c  e m p l o y e r s  to 

force e m p l o y ee s  into i n v o l u n t a r y  u n i o n  m e m b e r s h i p .  Finally, a n d  m o s t  i m p o r t a n tl y ,  

it could se v e r e l y  limit or e l i m i n a t e  c o m p e t i t i v e  b i d d i n g  on p u b l i c l y  funded c o n­

st r u c t i o n  projects. I b e l i e v e  s t r o n g l y  in the p r i n c i p l e  of free a n d  o p e n  c o m p e t i t i o n  

in b i d d i n g  and o b t a i n i n g  p u b l i c  work. It p r o v i d e s  the b e s t  q u a l i t y  s e r v i c e s  for the 

low es t  costs, and to p r e t e n d  o t h e r w i s e  is s i m p l y  b a d  p u b l i c  policy.

I r e c o g n i z e  the short an d  long term e c o n o m i c  b e n e f i t  of h i r i n g  A l a s k a n s ,  but I c a nn o t  

u n d e r s t a n d  w h y  A l a s k a n  l e g i s l a t o r s  w o u l d  even  c o n s i d e r  p l a c i n g  n o n - u n i o n  A l a s k a n  w o r k e r s  

in a p o s i t i o n  to be e x c l u d e d  f rom A l a s k a n  p u b l i c  c o n s t r u c t i o n  jobs.

I s t r o n g l y  urge y o u  to c o n s i d e r  the e n g a t i v e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  of this ill a d v i s e d  and 

u n n e c e s s a r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  and a s k  that y o u  do not s u p p o r t it in a n y  way.

S i ncerely,

cc: V i r g i n i a  Coll i n s

D i c k  Eliason 

Ri c k  Half o r d  

J a y  K e r t tu l a



*

ApriL 3, 1991

Se n a t o r  Drue  Pearce, C h a i r m a n  

Se n a t e  L a b o r  & C o m merce C o m m i t t e e  

A l a s k a  S t a t e L e g i s l a t u r e  

P. 0. B o x  V (MS 3100)

Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

R E : S T A T E  BILL NO. 95

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Pearce,

I feel that the a b o v e  l e g i s l a t i o n  a l l o w i n g  the State to e n t e r  int o  p r o je c t  l abor 

a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  labor o r g a n i z a t i o n s  on public c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s  w o u l d  be h i g h l y  

d e t r i m e n t a l  to everyone c o n c e r n e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  labor, m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  the public.

First, it seeks to equate u n i o n  h i r e  w i t h  local hire a n d  t h e r e b y  a s s o c i a t e s  o p e n  shop 

c o n t r a c t o r s  w i t h  n o n - l o c a l  hire. This  inf e r e n c e  is s i m p l y  n o t  tru e  a n d  a g r e at  

d i s s e r v i c e  to A l a s k a n  open shop b u s i n e s s e s .  Second, it a l l o w s  p u b l i c  e m p l o y e r s  to 

force e m p l o y e e s  into i n v o l u n t a r y  u n i o n  membership. F i n ally, a n d  m o s t  i m p or t a n t l y ,  

it c o u l d  s e v e r e l y  limit or e l i m i n a t e  c o m p e t i t i v e  b i d d i n g  on p u b l i c l y  fu n de d  c o n­

s t r u c t i o n  projects. I b e l i e v e  s t r o n g l y  in the p r i n c i p l e  of free an d  o p e n  c o m p e t i t i o n  

in b i d d i n g  and o b t a i n i n g  p u b l i c  work. It provides the bes t  q u a l i t y  s e r v i c e s  for the 

l owest costs, a n d  to p r e t e n d  o t h e r w i s e  is simply bad  p u b l i c  policy.

I r e c o g n i z e  the short and l ong t e r m  e c o n o m i c  bene f i t  of h i r i n g  A l a s k a n s ,  but  I cannot 

u n d e r s t a n d  w h y  A l a s k a n  l e g i s l a t o r s  w o u l d  even c o n s i d e r  p l a c i n g  n o n - u n i o n  A l a s k a n  w o r k e r s  

in a p o s i t i o n  to be e x c l u d e d  f r o m  A l a s k a n  public c o n s t r u c t i o n  jobs.

I s t r o n g l y  urge you  to c o n s i d e r  the ^Sfgative c o n s e q u e n c e s  of this ill a d v i s e d  and 

u n n e c e s s a r y  le g i s l a t i o n  and a s k  that yo u  do not s u p p o r t  it in a n y  way.

Since r e l y ,

cc: V i r g i n i a  Collins

D i c k  E l i a s o n  

R i c k  H a l f o r d  

J a y  K e rt t u l a



April 3, 1991

Sena t o r  Drue Pearce, C h a i r m a n  

Senate Labor & C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  

A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  

P. 0. Bo x  V (MS 3100)

Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

RE: S T A T E BILL NO. 95

Dear S e n at o r  Pearce,

I feel that the above l e g i s l a t i o n  a l l o w i n g  the State to e n t e r  into p r o j e c t  labor 

a g r e e m e n t s  with l abor o r g a n i z a t i o n s  on public c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s  w ould be h i g h l y  

d e t r i m e n t a l  to e v e ry o n e  c o n c e r ne d ,  inc l u d in g  labor, m a n a g e m e n t  and the public.

First, it seeks to equate u n i o n  hir e  w i t h  local h i r e  and th e r e b y  a s s o c i a t e s  o p e n  s hop 

c o n t r a c t o r s  w i t h  n o n - l o c a l hire. Thi s  inference is s i m p l y  n o t  true and a great 

d i s s e r v i c e  to A l a s k a n  o pen s h o p  busine s s e s .  Second, it al l o w s  pu b l i c  e m p l o y e r s  to 

force e m p l o y ee s  into i n v o l u n t a r y  u n i o n  membership. Finally, an d  mos t i m p o r t a n tl y ,  

it c ould s e v e re l y  limit or e l i m i n a t e  competi t i v e  b i d d i n g  on p u b l i c l y  f un d e d  c o n­

st r u c t i o n  projects. I b e l i e v e  s t r o n g l y  in the pr i n c i p l e  of free and o p e n  c o m p e t i t i o n  

in b i d d i n g  and o b t a i n i n g  p u b l i c  work. It provides the b est q u a l i t y  s er v i c e s  for the 

l o w e st  costs, and to p r e t e n d  o t h e r w i s e  is simply b a d  pu b l i c  policy.

I r e c o gn i z e  the short and l o n g  ter m  econo m i c bene f it  of h i r i n g  Alaskans, but I c a n n o t  

u n d e r s t a n d  why A l a s k a n  l e g i s l a t o r s  w o u l d  even c o n s i d e r  p l a c i n g  n o n - u n i o n  A l a s k a n  w o r k e r s  

in a p o s i t i o n  to be e x c l u d e d  f r o m  A l a s k a n  public c o n s t r u c t i o n  jobs.

/)£
I s t r o n g l y  urge y o u  to c o n s i d e r  the w g a t i v e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  of this ill a d v i s e d  an d 

u n n e c e s s a r y  l e g i s l at i o n  anc a s k  that y o u  do not s u p p o r t  it in an y  way.

Sincerely,

cc: V i r g i n i a  Collins

D i c k  E.l iason 

R i c k  Half o r d  

Jay K e r ttula
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April 3, 1991

Senator Drue Pearce, C h a i r m a n  

Senate Labor & C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  

A laska State L e g i s l a t u r e  

P. 0. Box V (MS 3100)

Juneau, Alaska 9 9811

RE: STAT E  BILL NO. 95

Dear Senator Pearce,

I feel that the a b o v e  l e g i s l a t i o n  a l l o w i n g  the S tate to enter into proj ec t  labor 

a g reements wit h  l ab o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  on p u b l i c  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p c o j e c t s  w ould be highly 

detrim en t a l  to e v e r y o n e  c o n c e r n e d,  i n c l u d i n g  labor, m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  the public.

First, it seeks to e q u a t e  u n i o n  h i r e  w i t h  l o c a l  hi r e  and ther e b y  a s s o c i a t e s  o p e n  shop 

contractors w i t h  n o n - l o c a l  hire. T h i s  i n f er e n c e  is s i m p l y  n o t  true and a great 

disservice to A l a s k a n  o p e n  shop b u s i n e s s e s.  Second, it al l o w s pu bl i c  e m p l o y e r s  to 

force e m p loyees int o  i n v o l u n t a r y  u n i o n  m e m b e r s h i p .  Finally, a n d  m o s t  importantly, 

it could s e / e r e l y  l imit or e l i m i n a t e  c o m p e t i t i v e  b i d d i n g  on p u b l i c l y  funded c o n­

struction projects. I b e l i e v e  s t r o n g l y  in the p r i n c i p l e  of f ree and open c o m p e t i t i o n  

in bidding and o b t a i n i n g  p u b l i c  work. It p r o v i d e s  the b est q u a l i t y  s e r v i c e s  for the 

lowest costs, and  to p r e t e n d  o t h e r w i s e  is s i m p l y  b a d  pu b l i c policy.

I recognize the s h o r t  a n d  l o n g  t erm e c o n o m i c  b e n e f i t  of h i r i n g  Ala s k a n s ,  but I cannot 

unde r s t an d  wh y  A l a s k a n  l e g i s l a t o r s  w o u l d  e v e n  c o n s i d e r  p l a c i n g  n o n - u n i o n  A l a s k a n  w o r k e r s  

in a p o s i t i on  to be e x c l u d e d  f r o m  A l a s k a n  p u b l i c  c o n s t r u c t i o n  jobs.

I stron g l y  urge y o u  to c o n s i d e r  the e n g a t i v e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  of this ill a d v i s e d  and 

u n n e c e ss a r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  an d  a s k  that y o u  do no t  s u p p o r t  it in a n y  way.

PO BOX 1 1 4 4

PALMER AK 9 9 6 4 5 - 1 7 4 4

cc: V i r gi n i a  C o l l in s

D ick Eliason 

Rick Halford 

Jay Kerttula



April. 2, 1991

S e n a t o r  Drue Pearce, C h a i r m a n  

Senate L a b o r  & Co m m e r c e  Com m it t e e  

A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  

P.O. Box V (MS 3100)

Juneau, A K  99811

RE: CS SB95

Dear Sena t o r  Pearce:

I feel that the a b o v e  l e g i s l a t i o n  a l l o w i n g  the State to e n t e r  into p r o j e c t  l a b o r  

a g r e e m e n t s  w it h  l abor o r g a n i z a t i o n s  on pu b l i c  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s  w o u l d  be h i g h l y  

d e t r i m e n t a l  to e ve r y o n e  c o ncerned, i n c l u d i n g  labor, m a n a g e m e n t  and the public.

First, it s e e k s  to e q u a t e  u n i o n  hir e  w i t h  l o ca l  hir e  a n d  t h e r e by  a s s o c i a t e s  o p e n  shop 

c o n t r a c t o r s  w i t h  n o n - l o c a l  hire. This i n f e r e n c e  is s i m p l y  n o t  true and a g r e at  

d i s s e r v i c e  to A l a s k a n  o p e n  shop b u s i n e s s e s .  Second, it a l l o w s  p u b l i c  e m p l o y e r s  to 

force e m p l o y e e s  into i n v o l u n t a r y  u n i o n  m e m b e r s h i p .  F i n a l l y ,  and m o s t  i m p or t a n t l y ,  

it could s e v e r e l y  limit or e l i m i n a t e  c o m p e t i t i v e  b i d d i n g  on p u b l i c l y  fu n de d  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  projects. I b e l i e v e s t r o n g l y  in the p r i n c i p l e  of free and o p e n  c o m­

peti t i o n  in b i d d i n g  and o b t a i n i n g  p u b l i c  work. It p r o v i d e s  the b e s t  q u a l i t y  s e r v i c e s  

for the lowest costs, a n d  to p r e t e n d  o t h e r w i s e  is s i m p l y  ba d  p u b l i c  policy.

As an A l a s k a n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  worker, I r e c o g n i z e  the s h o r t  and l o n g  t e r m  e c o n o m i c  

b enef i t  of h i r i n g  Al a skans, but I can n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  w h y  A l a s k a n  l e g i s l a t o r s  w o u l d  

e ven c o n s i d e r  p l a c i n g n o n - u n i o n  A l a s k a n  w o r k e r s  in a p o s i t i o n  to be e x c l u d e d  fro m 

A l a s k a n  pub l i c  c o n s t r u c t i o n  jobs.

I s t r o n g l y  urge you to c o n s i d e r  the n e g a t i v e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  of this ill a d v i s e d  an d  

u n n e c e s s a r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  and a s k  that you  do no t  s u p p o r t  it in a n y  way.

Since r e l y ,

T

c c : V i r g i n i a  Collins

D i c k  Elia s o n  

R ick H a l f o rd  

Ja y  K e rttula



April 1, 1991

Sena t o r  D rue Pearce, C h a i r m an  

Senate L a b o r  & C o m m e r c e  Comm i t t e e  

A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  

P. 0. Box V (MS 3100)

Juneau, A k  98111

Re: CS SB95

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Pearce:

" I n d u s t r i a l  h a r m o n y "  as a result of "labor r e l a t i o n s  funtions" 

is a p r o d u c t  of di r e c t d i s c o u r s e  b e t w e e n  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  labor 

and not to be s u b v e r t e d  by p ower brokers. Th e  state is a l r e ad y  

m a k i n g  "best use" of c o n s t r u c t i o n  r e s o u r c e s  by e n g a g i n g  in open 

h o u s e  bidding.

I b e l i e v e  this to be a n o t h e r  p o w e r grab by the unions and at the 

least a c o n f l i c t  of t h e i r interests; they are there to m an a g e  

l abor re lations, not to cont r o l m a n a g e m e n t  by the use of special 

i n t erest legislation.

I s t r o n g l y  u e ^ y o u  to c o n s i d e r  the n e g a t i v e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  of this 

ill a d v i s e d  and u n n e c e s s a r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  and a s k  that y o u  not 

support it in any way.

Sincerely,

C H R I S - M A R  C O N S T R U C T I O N

C „ . n e r



F loyd R. Ehmann 

P. C. B o x  1582 

Palmer, A l a s k a  9 9 6 45

April 2. 1.99L

S e n a t or  Drue Pearce, L n a i r m a n  

Senate Labor & C o m m e r c e  Comm i t t e e  

A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  

P.O. Box V (MS 3100)

Juneau, AK 99811

RE: CS SB95

D e a r  Senator Pearce:

I feel that the a b o v e  l e g i s l a t i o n  a l l o w i n g  the State to e n t e r  into p r o j e c t  l a b o r  

a g r e e m e n t s  with  l abor o r g a n i z a t i o n s  on p u b l i c  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s  w o u l d  be h i g h l y  

de t r i m e n t a l  to e v e r y o n e  conc e r n e d,  i n c l u d i n g  labor, m a n a g e m e n t  and the public.

First, it seeks to e q u a t e  u n i o n  hir e  w i t h  l o c a l  hire and thereby a s s o c i a t e s  o p e n  s hop 

c o n t r a c t o r s  w i t h  n o n - l o c a l  hire. This i n f e r e n c e  is s i m p l y  not true and a g r e a t  

d i s s e r v i c e  to A l a s k a n  o p e n  sho p  b u s i n es s e s .  Second, it a l l o w s  public e m p l o y e r s  to 

force e m p l oy e e s  into i n v o l u n t a r y  u n i o n  m e m b e r s h i p .  Final l y ,  an d  most i mp o r t a n t l y ,  

it could s e v e r e l y  l imit or e l i m i n a t e  c o m p e t i t i v e  b i d d i n g  on p u b li c l y  funded 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  projects. I b e l i e v e  s t r o n g l y  in the p r i n c i p l e  of free an d  o p e n  c o m­

peti t i o n  in b i d d i n g  an d o b t a i n i n g  p u b l i c  w ork. It p r o v i d e s  the b est q u a l i t y  s e r v i c e s  

for the lowest costs, a nd  to p r e t e n d  o t h e r w i s e  is s i m p l y  bad pu b l i c policy.

As an A l a s k a n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w o r ke r ,  I r e c o g n i z e  the s h o rt  and l ong ter m  e c o n o m i c  

b e n e f i t  of h i r i n g  A l a s k a n s ,  but I ca n n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  w h y  A l a s k a n  l e g i s l a t o r s  w o u l d  

e v e n  c o n s i d e r p l a c i n g  n o n - u n i o n  A l a s k a n  w o r k e r s  in a p o s i t i o n  to be e x c l u d e d  fr o m  

A l a s k a n  public c o n s t r u c t i o n  jobs.

I s t r o n g l y  urge y o u  to c o n s i d e r  the n e g a t i v e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  of this ill a d v i s e d  and 

u n n e c e s s a r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  and a s k  that you do n o t  s u p p o r t  it in any way.

S i ncerely,

Floyd R. Enmann

cc: V i r g i n i a  Collins

Dic k  Eliason 

Rick Halford 

J a y  K e r t t u la



April 2, 1991

Sena t o r  Drue Pearce, C h a irman 

Senate Labor & C o m m e rc e  Committee 

Alaska State L e g i s l a t u r e  

P.O. Box V (MS 3100)

Juneau, A K  99811

RE: CS SB95

Dea r Senator Pearce:

I feel that the a bo v e  l e g i s l a t i o n  a l l o w i n g  the S t a t e to e n t e r  into p r o j e c t  l a b o r  

a g r e e me n t s  w i t h  l abor o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o n  public c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s  w o u l d  be h i g h l y  

d e t r i m e n t a l  to e v e r y o n e  concerned, i n c l u d i n g  labor, m a n a g e m e n t  and the public.

First, it seeks to equate u n i o n  hire w i t h  l ocal h i r e  and t h e r e b y  a s s o c i a t e s  o p e n  shop 

co n t r a c t or s  w i t h  n o n - l o c a l  hire. T h i s  i n f e r e n c e  is s i m p l y  not true and a great 

di s s e r v i c e  to A l a s k a n  open s hop b u s i n e ss e s .  Second, it a l l o w s  pu b l i c  e m p l o y e r s  to 

force emp l o y e e s into i nv o l u n t a r y  u n i o n  m e m b e r s h i p . F i n ally, an d  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  

it c ould s e v e r e l y  limit or e l i m i n a t e  c o m p e t i t i v e  b i d d i n g  on p u b l i c l y  funded 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  p ro jects. I b e l i e v e  s t i o n g l y  in the p r i n c i p l e  of free and o p e n  c o m­

pe t i t i o n  in b i d d i n g  and o b t a i n i n g  p u b l i c  work. It p r o v i d e s  the b est q u a l i ty  s e r v i c e s  

for the lowest costs, and to p r e t en d  o t h e r w i s e  is s i m p l y  b a d  pu b l i c  policy.

As an A l a s k a n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  worker, I r e c o g n i z e  the s hort a n d  long t e r m  e c o n o m i c  

bene f i t  of h i r i n g  Alaskans, but I c a n n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  w h y  A l a s k a n  l e g i s l a t o r s  w o u l d  

e ven c o ns i d e r  p l a c i n g  n o n - u n i o n  A l a s k a n  w o r k e r s  in a p o s i t i o n  to be e x c l u d e d  f r o m  

A l a s k a n  public c o n s t r u c t i o n  jobs.

I s t r o n g l y  urge y o u  to c o n s i d e r  the n e g a t i v e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  of this ill a d v i s e d  an d  

u n n e c e s s a r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  and a s k  that y o u  do not s u p po r t  it in a n y  way.

Sincerely,

cc: V i r g i n i a C o l l i n s

D ick E l i a s o n  

R ick Half o r d  

Jay K e rttula



M a r c h  22, 1991

C h u c k  E l w o o d  

P . O .  B o x  7 1 7 9 9  

F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 0 7

S e n a t o r  D i c k  E l i a s o n

L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e

P . O .  B o x  V ( MS  3 1 0 0 )

J u n e a u ,  Al-. sk a 9 9 8 1 1

Re: C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  f o r  S B  95

D e a r  S e n a t o r  E l i a s o n :

I a m  w r i t i n g  t o  i n f o r m  y o u  o f  m y  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  S e n a t e  B i l l  9 5  w h i c h  

is  c u r r e n t l y  i n  t h e  S e n a t e  L a b o r  C o m m i t t e e .  I f e e l  v e r y  s t r o n g l y  

t h a t  t h e r e  is n o  n e e d  f o r  s u c h  a b i l l ,  i n  f a c t  I a m  q u i t e  c o n c e r n e d  

t h a t  i t  w o u l d  e v e n  b e  i n t r o d u c e d .  I a m  a v e r y  s t r o n g  b e l i e v e r  i n  

f r e e  a n d  o p e n  c o m p e t i t i o n  a n d  b e l i e v e  t h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  u n d u l y  

r e s t r i c t  p u b l i c  a g e n c i e s  in  t h e i r  s o l i c i t a t i o n s  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
w o r k .

I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  S B  9 5  is a n  a t t e m p t  t o  s e l l  u n i o n  h i r e  a s  t h e  

o n l y  a c c e p t a b l e  l o c a l  h i r e  a l t e r n a t i v e .  T h i s  b i l l  n o t  o n l y  r a i s e s  

s e r i o u s  l e g a l  q u e s t i o n s ,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  w i l l  r a i s e  t h e  c o s t  

o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  t o  t h e  S t a t e  w h i l e  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  

d i s e n f r a n c h i s i n g  t h e  m a n y  n o n - u n i o n  A l a s k a n  c o n t r a c t o r s  a n d  t h e i r  
e m p l o y e e s .

I w o u l d  v e r y  m u c h  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  c a r e f u l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  

n e g a t i v e  i m p a c t  o f  t h i s  b i l l .  I s t r o n g l y  u r g e  y o u  t o  n o t  s u p p o r t  
S e n a t e  B i l l  95.

C h u c k  E l w o o d

cc: S e n a t o r  P e a r c e

S e n a t o r  C o l l i n s  

S e n a t o r  H a l f o r d  

S e n a t o r  K e r t t u l a


