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days and streamlining the office in Fairbanks.

Mr. Walters had requested and was supplied a copy of the

budget document in January. And I would assume, based on his 

knowledge of the budget because he was Acting Director and involved 

in the budget preparation, that he had an awareness and knowledge 

of the budget document itself. And if I see a PACS run and I know 

what I am and where I am, I definitely look to my PCN number first 

to see where it is going and what it is doing. I would have 

assumed Mr. Walters would have done the same.

SENATOR COLLINS: And that was well in advance of —

MS. REXWINKEL: That was in January. The other

discussions took place in October.

Normally —  or maybe other division directors do it 

differently —  I would not —  even if I intended to lay off

someone, until the budget is finalized and it gets closer to tha*. 

time, you want to give employees the most advanced notice. But why 

should you tell them, because things may change and the situation 

may be altered sufficiently so that you may not need to do that. 

So w h y  provide that anxiety or any of those kinds of things?

So I would not inform them of any kinds of b iget 

reductions and/or layoffs until closer to when the Legislature has 

the budget.

SENATOR COLLINS: As I recall last year, the

practice —  the reductions that were recommended by Senator

Schultz, basically he left those cuts up to the department. He did 

not m a k e  any specific recommendations to any, as I recall.

MS. REXWINKEL: That is correct. As it originally

passed the Senate, it was targeted in Personal Services at two PCN
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n u m b e r s , specifically. And then as it went to the House, it moved 

into —  from Personal Services into a miscellaneous cut. It was 

passed as a miscellaneous cut.

And we used things like changes in the mail practices. 

We implemented teleconference hearings, or we —  the per diem 

change helped substantially, things like travel, all of those kinds 

of things. The efficiencies that we have implemented have helped 

us live within that budget, and at currently we are.

(?) SENATOR CRAFT: Ms. Rexwinkel, I assume that you

—  you did a number —  a lot of the —  recommend discontinuance of 

the per diem payment. I assume that you had, working with papers 

previous to that, where you had figured out what those per diem 

payments had been.

MS. REXWINKEL: Uh-huh.

(?) SENATOR CRAFT: We asked that you attempt to look

at who had the TR books, from whence they come, and which ones have 

reference and which ones do not. Could you provide us, please, 

with your working papers, demos, whatever you have, that led you to 

the discontinuance of the per diem payments?

MS. REXWINKEL: I did not do that. Noah Cowan did 

that as Commissioner of Administration. He issued a memo on 

May 1st that said, "We will no longer pay board and commission 

members for service within their own community."

(?) SENATOR CRAFT: Districts for all board and

commission members everywhere.

MS. REXWINKEL: Yes, that's right. Noah did that.

(?) SENATOR CRAFT: But had Noah provided to

Mr. Keller information of those specific to your order to —
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(?) SENATOR CRAFT: —  you know, the information

you've given?

MS. REXWINKEL: No. I think they were concerned

over the costs of boards and commissions.

CHAIRPERSON PEARCE: Is that information available

in terms of how much people were getting for —

MS. REXWINKEL: It's readily available.

CHAIRPERSON PEARCE: —  how much a person was

getting, you know, who was getting the $2000 a month?

(?) SENATOR CRAFT: We will request that if it is

p ertinent to the administration, what the documentation was that 

led down to the book.

What did you say the date of that memo was, March —

MS. REXWINKEL: May 1, 1991.

SENATOR CRAFT: —  May 1st, regarding discontinuance 

of the per diem.

CHAIRPERSON PEARCE: It might be interesting to have

like —  something like the legislative budget leading up to the TR 

s ituation and the travel situation for like the last five years or 

something like that.

SENATOR CRAFT: I don't think so.

We've also asked you to provide us with a more specific - 

- and you will have to look —  I know that the department

 (94)____ in terms of the evaluations written by the Examiner

Chief and the references in those.

MS. REXWINKEL: Yes.

SENATOR CRAFT: We would like to have something so
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that that would be in context.

CHAIRPERSON PEARCE: Are there other questions right

now from Mr. O'Connell (?)?

SENATOR HALFORD: Well, I guess I'm slowly figuring

out some incentives for attitudes, where it is individuals' per 

diem or job fear. And I can understand the concern of Fairbanks 

and the self-insurance question. It does not seem like a lot of 

ideological problems, actually.

You know, you have mentioned in the ideology of this 

a d ministration to the last one —  I mean, good grief. When we have 

got correspondence that talks about the previous person that's not 

—  what's the position over the Hearing Officer?

CHAIRPERSON PEARCE: Chief

SENATOR HALFORD: — the Chief saying, "We're going 

to find a better panel to reverse this position," it does not seem 

like the politics is in this time, but it seems like it was last 

time.

But something that I think I am sitting here reading in 

this Section 1, apparently when both the injured worker and the 

insurance carrier agree and want to settle, the Worker's Comp Board 

can say, "No"?

MS. REXWINKEL: That is correct.

SENATOR HALFORD: And does.

MS. REXWINKEL: That is right.

SENATOR HALFORD: How often does it do that?

MS. REXWINKEL: Well, I would —  I'm juggling my 

statistics offhand —  if you look on —  right behind Section 1, 

there is a flow chart. And if you look down —
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1 SENATOR HALFORD: I'll lose my place. I'm only

2 holding seven places here.

3 (Laughter.)

4 MS. REXWINKEL: Right there (indicating).

5 SENATOR HALFORD: Okay.

6 MS. REXWINKEL: Down about where your thumb is on

7 your right hand.

8 SENATOR HALFORD: Okay.

9 MS. REXWINKEL: It says "CNRs." We had 692 of them

10 submitted to the division. Of that, 493 were approved; 199 were

11 denied.

12 SENATOR HALFORD: Ah, I see. So —  what? —

13 20 percent of them that are agreed to by both parties are denied by

14 the Department?

15 MS. REXWINKEL: That is correct.

16 There is in regulation, as passed by the Board, a —  I

17 should say statute provides that lump sum settlements, if entered

18 into by both parties —

19 SENATOR HALFORD: These people are represented by

20 attorneys, right?

21 MS. REXWINKEL: Most of them are, yes. Occasionally

22 you will have an individual who represents himself. But if you are

23 in a CNR, chances are there is an attorney who has been involved in

24 it and both sides, then, would be represented by legal counsel.

25 And they come together —  statute says that these lump sum payments

26 are approved —  again, be approved by the Board if they are

27 determined to be in the best interest of the employee. Regulation,
28

then, defines what is not in the best interest of the employee.
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1 SENATOR HALFORD: An employee does not get to

2 decide?

3 MS. REXWINKEL: That is why my office gets a whole

4 lot of calls from legislators' offices concerning constituents who

5 are absolutely upset with the Board because they have not approved

6 their settlement agreement. People who are in financial distress,

7 who cannot make house payments, who have no compensation coming in,

8 have finally settled their case and they are waiting for this

9 behemoth to help save their house from being repossessed. And they

10 are absolutely upset because the Board has refused to approve the

11 agreement.

12 SENATOR HALFORD: Do they write an order as to why

13 they disapproved it, each time?

14 MS. REXWINKEL: Yes.

15 SENATOR HALFORD: I would like some kind of review

16 of the disapprovals, particularly the disapprovals when both sides

17 were represented by counsel.

18 MS. REXWINKEL: I have one just recently. All of

19 the legislators' offices in the Valley have contacted me about a

20 certain claimant, and she was represented by counsel. In the

21 mat t e r  she had agreed to a settlement.

22 Her attorney also represents her in a third-party suit

23 out against —  oh, say, a manufacturer or somebody else. And as

24 part and parcel of that case, he combined his attorney's fees.

25 They refused to approve the settlement because the attorney had not

26 p r o vided a listing of what these were associated with, the

27 compromise in release for Worker'r Comp, and which ones were
28
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1 SENATOR HALFORD: Why do they care?

2 MS. REXWINKEL: I have no idea. All I can tell you

3 is what they did.

4 SENATOR HALFORD: What has happened to that case?

5 How long has it been?

6 The person has been denied the benefit that they agreed

7 to and the insurance company had agreed to pay?

8 MS. REXWINKEL: That is correct.

9 SENATOR HALFORD: How long has this particularly one

10 been?

11 MS. REXWINKEL: It is going on —  I think it is

12 almost a month now.

13 SENATOR HALFORD: There's lots of things I didn't

14 ever want to know about what was (unintelligible).

15 MS. REXWINKEL: Part of the —  when we helped the

16 Legislative Task Force last year, one of the big debates was

17 I compromising release settlements; and there was a lot of discussion 

181 and interaction and, I guess, a free-for-all, really, about

19 compromising release settlements. They create a great deal of

20 consternation on the part of many in the legal society because,

21 here they have reached this agreement and then the Board decides

22 not to approve it.

23 So the feelings from the Bar Association, the Bar

24 representatives, the claimant representative, attorney

25 representative, and the employer attorney representative, that if

26 both sides —  in fact, they suggested statutory language changes

27 that would provide that if both sides were represented by legal
28

i counsel that the settlements would be approved.
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SENATOR HALFORD: It makes sense to me.

SENATOR CRAFT: How could that be accomplished, I

wonder?

MS. REXWINKEL: A statutory change?

SENATOR CRAFT: Uh-huh.

CHAIRPERSON PEARCE: Is that something we have to

do?

MS. REXWINKEL: You guys introduce it.

SENATOR CRAFT: It just seems to me they shouldn't

be involved onca they have made up their minds, people have agreed.

CHAIRPERSON PEARCE: Ms. Rexwinkel, have you had an

opportunity to talk with —  ___ (175) as all this was happening,

have you had a chance to talk with the Commissioner directly about 

the allegations that have been allegated against you about which 

you've shared with us today?

MS. REXWINKEL: I have not spoken with him about

these documents. The Commissioner has been out of town. 

Commissioner Mah l e n  has been in Anchorage, and I think then in 

Fairbanks, for a period of time. He is due back in the office 

tomorrow.

It is my understanding that this was prepared and put in 

final form this morning. So while he has a copy, I have not had an 

opportunity to discuss with him.

I have had limited opportunity —  and I know that he has 

had a lot of correspondence given to him concerning this issue from 

various parties involved —  yes. And it has, I'm sure —  those 

entities.

In the Commissioner's defense, he came in amidst the
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budget session, all of those kinds of things. So all kinds of 

items have been occupying his time. I am hoping that when he does 

come back into town, immediately upon his return, we can sit down 

and discuss this.

CHAIRPERSON PEARCE: Do you have any file in which

you have —

MS. REXWINKEL: I do have a conclusion.

(Laughter)

I always have to have the last word.

It says, "There have been allegations" —

SENATOR HALFORD: Have you ever thought about that?

MS. REXWINKEL: No.

(Laughter)

No. I'm —  I —  you know, I —

SENATOR CRAFT: Never did (unintelligible)

 (196)____•

I never said that I could have the last word.

(Laughter.)

MS. REXWINKEL: I never thought of it about this.

(Whereupon, Ms. Rexwinkel continued reading from her 

prepared presentation, "Conclusion," Page 13 and concluded her 

p r esentation on Page 14.)

T h a n k s .

CHAIRPERSON PEARCE: Thank you. We appreciate your

willingness to appear before us today and also to be under oath.

It is unusual, although certainly not unprecedented, that one of

the committees of the Legislature invites someone under oath. But
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1 as the allegations have been fairly stringent in this case, we

2 thought that it was definitely appropriate.

3 I have not had a chance, since we were just given all

4 these documents today, to read through them. I have not had a

5 chance to review all of those that came from Commissioner Noah, the

6 minutes of the March meeting. I would like to do that.

7 I wonder if you would be willing to come back before the

8 Committee at a date uncertain at this time —  and we've had an

9 opportunity to review these —  if you would be willing to come up

10 before us again.

11 MS. REXWINKEL: I would welcome the opportunity.

12 CHAIRPERSON PEARCE: We also, I would remind the

13 Committee, have confirmation hearings coming up before the

14 Commissioner, and also —

15 (There was conferring among the Committee members.)

16 We have confirmation hearings coming up for those board

17 members, so we are going to be having an opportunity to talk with

18 at least some of them. We will get that information to you in

19 terms of who they are fairly soon. We have not set dates for those

20 hearings yet.

21 And we also do know that the Commissioner's travel

22 schedule will be up soon. It will be sometime in April.

23 Also for tha record, we've been requested that we provide

24 tapes of this hearing to the Ombudsman's Office; and we said we

25 would do so. Also to the House Judiciary —  I don't know, the

26 House Judiciary or the Finance Committee?

27 (There was conferring among the Committee members.)
28

We have been requested by Representative Copeland to
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MS. REXWINKEL: Senator, I would like to request a

copy as well.

CHAIRPERSON PEARCE: You will also get a copy of the

provide a copy of this tape to that subcommittee.

5 | tape of two days' hearing.

Any other requests by any Committee Member before we 

close the hearing?

Senator Collins?

SENATOR COLLINS: Well, I guess I have a concern in

looking at some of the information, although somewhat briefly 

listening to some of the testimony and reading some of the 

newspaper articles. You know, we have, obviously, a number of 

board members who have made statements with respect to these 

allegations; and it would seem to me that we —  I would prefer not 

to confer with either the Commissioner or the Board Members until 

we have clarified pretty much what is going on here, assuming help 

from the Senate.

If we have board members who have made false accusations, 

I think we need to figure out if they were false accusations. 

Because if they make false accusations, we certainly don't 

 (260)____  from them.

So I think it is kind of important to kind of clarify 

this issue before going on with those confirmation hearings. My 

comfort level would be much better if we would defer any 

confirmation hearings (unintelligible) and some results.

CHAIRPERSON PEARCE: It's going to happen.

SENATOR HALFORD: Well, my question is what is the

next step?



1 I mean, there are significant conflicts in the statements

2 that we've now heard, either in the paper or in this. I would like

3 to k n o w  —  they are conflicts that, frankly, they can't both be

4 true. You know, that says that we have more work to do. I think

5 we have to come to some kind of conclusion.

6 SENATOR COLLINS: I agree.

7 SENATOR HALFORD: And I don't know whether we should

8 ask that —  I mean, I hate to go back —  I guess what would we do,

9 go back to the press reports and ask the people that have made the

10 statements there and in the documentation we already have, to tell

11 us what the information is?

12 | CHAIRPERSON PEARCE: Well, we can certainly —  as I

1 3 1 said at the beginning, we will provide the opportunity —  for

14 anyone who says they want to come before the Committee, we will

15 provide them the opportunity to do so, also under oath.

16 It seems to me we are fully within our rights if we ask

17 any individual who has made an allegation to come before the group.

18 I don't have —  in this present committee, I haven't had a chance

19 to review this.

20 SENATOR HALFORD: Yes, I guess we can go through it

21 and decide.

22 CHAIRPERSON PEARCE: Frankly, no, I don't want to

23 take the names from the ___ (287)____, which I have been. I would

24 rather go through these and take them from the beginning.

25 SENATOR HALFORD: Obviously, I hated that thought.

26 That's w h y  it was so hard to say it.

27 (Laughter)
28

CHAIRPERSON PEARCE: I would much rather go through
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1 this documentation.

2 I also do not have —  or I don't know. There may be —

3 I'm not sure whether we have a copy of whether their testimony was

4 given under the Whistle Blower Act or not. I have not had an

5 opportunity to look through this and see what is there. We will

6 find that out.

7 What I would suggest is that we each review the

8 information that we've got and then discuss who we would like tc

9 bring back —  who we would like to bring before the Committee, set 

1 0 | a hearing, and have minutes waived, so to speak.

Ill I agree with you. Ms. Rexwinkel has testified under oath

12 | she has gone through so many peripheral allegations. I don't know, 

1 3 1 frankly, whether it is all embodied in these letters or not. 

1 4 1 Certainly I have not heard anything that cause me to want her 

15 I removed from requisition here today. In fact, I think there should

16

17

18

19

20 

21 

22

23

24

25

26

27
28

be —

SENATOR HALFORD: Well, there are some cross charges

in here.

CHAIRPERSON PEARCE: That's very different, and I do 

think that we need to clear that up. I rule that we have a 

responsibility to the public to do so.

And I feel like Senator Collins does. Before we go into 

confirmations of any of these people, I aim to get to the bottom of 

this.

You have your homework.

(Whereupon, the Senate Labor and Commerce Committee 

hearing concludes.)
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Iniroduccd: 1/21/91 

IN THE HOUSE
Referred: International Trade and Tourism, Labor and Commerce 

IN THE SENATEReferred: International Trade and Tourism, Labor and Commerce, Finance
EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 79

1 Under the authority of art. ID, sec. 23, of the Alaska Constitution, and in accordance with
2 AS 24.08.210, I order the following:
3 * Section 1. FINDINGS. As governor, I find that it would be in the best interests of efficient 

i 4 administration to move the Office of International Trade, including the Alaska Foreign Offices, from the
5 Office of the Governor to a new Division of International Trade within the Department of Commerce 

j 6 and Economic Development, thus integrating the state’s international trade activities within the state
7 agency responsible for the comprehensive economic development of the State of Alaska.
8 * Sec. 2. AS 39.25.120(c) is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

' 9 (21) the director and deputy director of the division of international trade in the
■ 10 Department of Commerce and Economic Development
11 * Sec. 3. AS 44.33.020 is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:
12 (33) foster the growth of international trade within the state and administer Alaska
13 foreign offices.

7-Gh0042

14 * Sec. 4. AS 44.33 is amended by adding a new section to read:
15 ARTICLE 9. DIVISION OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE.
16 AS 44.33.800. DIVISION OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE, (a) There is established
17 within the Department of Commerce and Economic Development the division of international
18 trade to foster the growth of trade between Alaska and foreign countries.
19 (b) The division of international trade shall maintain foreign offices, including an office
20 located in Tokyo Japan and Seoul, Republic of Korea. The foreign offices shall serve as outlets
21 for information related to economic development, resources, and trade and as contact points for
22 government and private industry of Alaska and for the Pacific Rim nations of Asia and other
23 foreign countries to promote and maintain trade between the state and those countries.

IW  T e x t  U n d e r l i n e d  I DELETED TEXT BRACKETED 1



1 (c) The commissioner shall staff the foreign offices with persons the commissioner
2 selects based on their experience, training, and linguistic ability. The commissioner shall solicit
3 ideas from the legislature regarding desirable staff qualifications and its recommendations of
4 persons to staff the offices. The commissioner may hire additional personnel as necessary.
5 (d) The governor shall direct all state agencies, and request the federal government and
6 private industry, to provide the division of international trade with necessary reports, brochures,
7 and information tequested by division staff.
8 (e) The commissioner shall report annually to the legislature on the activities and
9 accomplishments of the division of international trade.

| 10 (f) The expenses of operating the division of international trade and its foreign offices
11 shall be included in appropriations made to the Department of Commerce and Economic
12 Development.
13 * Sec. 5. AS 44.19.075 is repealed.
14 * Sec. 6. TRANSITION. Contracts, rights, liabilities, and obligations created by or under a law
15 amended or repealed by this Executive Order, and in effect on March 22, 1991, remain in effect
16 notwithstanding this Order’s taking effect. Records, equipment, appropriations, and other property of
I #
117 agencies of the state whose functions are transferred under this Order shall be transferred to implement 
18 the provisions of this Order.

119 * Sec. 7. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Order takes effect March 23, 1991.
! 21 DATED:

EO 79 -2-
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a/a l t e r  j . h i c k e l
g c v e r n o r

m

S t a t e  o e  A l a s k a

□ f f i e e  c r  t h e  g o v e r n o r  
J c N C A U

January 21, 1991

The Honorable Ben Grussendorf 
Speaker of the House 
P.O. Box /
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Speaker G r u s s e n d o r f :

Under the authority of art. Ill, sec. 23, of the Alaska 
Constitution, I am transmitting Executive Order No. 79 which 
would transfer the Office of International Trade from the 
Governor's Office to the Department of Commerce and Economic 
Development, effective March 23, 1991.

In accomplishing the transfer, the Executive Order would effect 
several changes. In addition to creating a Division of 
International Trade in DCED, it would make it clear that the 
"Alaska Foreign Offices," referred to in present AS 44.19.075, 
are within and under the direction of that new division. It 
would delete the present limitation in that statute of two 
foreign offices (Tokyo and Seoul) since, in actuality, the state 
presently has a third office in Taiwan and may wish to establish 
other offices in the future. Also, it would place the director 
and deputy director of the new division within the partially 
exempt service (AS 39.25.120).

I believe that international trade will play an increasingly 
important role for the Alaska economy over the years ahead and 
that the State of Alaska can be a significant catalyst in the 
development of that trade. The state's efforts in that regard 
can best be carried out by placing the responsibility for those 
efforts in a new division in the Department of Commerce and 
Economic Development —  the agency with the overall mission of 
fostering trade and business growth in the state.

I urge your support of this Order.

Walter J . ^ n c k e l  
Governor



Alaska State Legislature
P.O . Box V 

S ta te  Capito l 
Ju n ea u ,  A lask a  99811Official Business

M E M O R A N D_U_M

To: Members of House Special Committee 
on International Trade and Tourism

Jan . 24, 1991

From: Representative Tom Moyer, Chairmai4 t A

Re: Committee schedule

For next week only, the Committee will meet on the following
schedule to transact the business noted:

• Monday, Jan . 28, 5 p.m. Labor and Commerce Committee Room 17. 
Overview of international trade by the administration and Executive 
Order 79.

• Thursday, Jan . 31, 11:30 a.m. Labor and Commerce Committee Room 
17. Overview of the Alaska tourism industry.

We hope to firm up a permanent meeting time and phce iu be
announced next week. I also would be interested in hearing from 
members the issues you would like addressed by the committee this 
year.

To expedite the consideration of bills to be heard be! ; the 
committee, the following information is necessary :

1. Written request for a hearing.
2. Sponsor statement.
3. Fiscal note (s).
4. Position papers.
5. Any additional backup information.

For questions about committee business, contact David Ramseur or 
Tiffany Markey at 465-2973.
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M E M O R A N D U M

To: Glenn Olds, CommissionerDepartment of Commerce and Economic Development From: Glnna Brelsf ord, Trade Sp eciallafĉ -''Office of International Trade \j Subj: OIT Status ReportDate: January 24,1991
The Office of International Trade is headquartered in Anchorage and operates foreign offices in Tokyo, Japan (since 1964), Seoul, Korea (since 1985) and Taipei, Taiwan (since 1989). The office is designed to diversify Alaska’9 economic development initiatives by internationalizing Alaska's business climate and stengthening Alaska exports.• Trade lead program: OIT assists Alaska businesses seeking export markets in Asia and the Soviet Union. Each office promotes sales of Alaskan products by participating in trade and catalog shows, offering samples of Alaskan products and assisting Alaskan business people traveling to Asia with entrees into markets and necessary government offices. Also, the offices work with news organizations that result in favorable coverage for Alaska.• Education. Seminar development on key countries and industries for Alaska trade including Japan, Korea, Taiwan, China, the Soviet Union and the emerging European markets. These seminars include the basic export information, country specific regulations, U.S. foreign relations, protocol. A quarterly Journal, the International Trade Digest, is published with trade information.• Trade Shows, Missions. OIT regularly organizes trade shows in Japan (FOODEX) and Korea (Korea Alaska Trade Fair) that showcases Alaska’s Industries and products for exports. Trade Missions have been designed for governors as well as business leaders in the state to Japan, China, Korea and the Soviet Union.■ Northern Forum: Regional leaders from the Arctic and North Pacific established a forum, currently staffed out of OIT, to marshall resources and exchange ideas and strategies for addressing common areas of concern. This includes a major emphasis on business development and science and technology projects.• International Tourism: Korea and Taiwan. The offices devotes considerable time to developing Alaska as a prime destination for tourists. This includes travel shows and tours crafted exclusively for specific foreign populations as well as working with Alaska entrepreneurs.•Transportation/ Air Cargo: OIT worked with the International Airport to bring Anchorage Into the air cargo hub between Asia and Europe.- Shipping: Opening the Northeast Shipping Route. OIT continues to work closely with the Soviet Union ministries to open the Northeast Shipping passage between Asia and Europe using Dutch Harbor as a transshipment port.• Soviet Union: Between 1988 and 1990, OIT spearheaded an aggressive economic and cultural exchange program between Alaska and the territories in the Soviet Far East. The office organized the 1988 Friendship Flight, hosted numerous government delegations and staffed visits to the Far East and Moscow. Beginning in late 1989, private sector trading companies began to spring up and larger companies such as Alascom and Alaska Airlines no longer required extensive OIT involvement. The office maintains strong ties with the Russian Federation and continues to support Alaska businesses in their trade efforts.
PersonnelAnchorage; 1 secretary, 1 receptionist, 1 administrative assistant, 1 intern, 4 trade specialistsand 1 special assistant to the administration.Korea: director, assistant, offica managerJapan: director, marketing specialist, secretaryTaiwan: directorBudgeh FY 91 1.7 million.Anchorage: 890.91; Korea 276.24; Japan 352.45, Taiwan 43.00.FY 921.4'million (proposed)



JAN 25 '91 13:18 ALASKA GOVERNOR'S O FF ICE : O IT P .5/10

COUNTRY SUMMARY -  KOREA
Korea is Alaska's second largest trading partner taking approximately 7% of all products and materials sold overseas. Primary exports include fish, timber, petroleum products, and coal and minerals. Alaska established our trade office in Korea in 1985 •« and was the first U.S. state to recognize the importance of Korea as a trading partner. In 1989, total exports to Korea reached nearly $174 million, and OIT today handles approximately 15 Korean related trade leads per week. The Seoul Office (ASO) has three staff members.
Key Challenges/Issues:
•Iiade banian. Due to U.S. pressures and the Uruguay Round Table talks, the Koreangovernment has rapidly reduced tariffs in recent years. However, non-tariffbarriers, such ̂ as a complicated distribution system, continue to make it difficult to export many items to Korea. Labor strikes, control on capital, inflationary pressures, social unrest, and consumer frugality campaigns also hinder trade prospects. The Alaska OIT can continue to work with the American Embassy, the Division of Business Development (DBD) and ACIB to target products with the best prospects for export.
♦ Strengthened N orthern P o licy . Korea has recently established a diplomatic relationship with the Soviet Union, which has in turn, effected Korea's relationshipwith China. Thii political change could open trade ties with the Soviet Union and China •• direct competition for Alaska's natural resources. OIT and D N R  must promote the positive qualities in our Alaskan supply such as political stability, extraction technology and a high quality product to insure continued sales overseas.
♦Alaska's., small business structure. Small business makes up a majority of Alaska's industry and commerce. Although this can be viewed as a positive, small business lacks the capital to expand or the funds to develop and market products for overseas. OIT, DNR, ACIB, DBD, the Small Business Development Center and chambers of commerce should continue to sponsor trade shows overseas, and educate Alaskans onthe complexities of International trade.
Other Issues/Opportunities;
♦Increased tourism opportunities. In 1989 the Korean government totally liberalized overseas travel. With increased personal incomes, a high savings rate, and anInsatiable deiire for education, the Korean tourist is an excellent target market forAlaska. In fact, both the American Embassy in Seoul and the ASO list tourism as thebest opportunity for trade with Korea. OIT should continue to work with the Division of Tourism to sponsor travel fairs, organize familiarization tours, and assist Korean and Alaskan tour wholesalers in entering the market, an area which I have experience and tremendous interest in.
♦Continued promotion of TAGŜ _ Although Yukon Pacific has exchanged a letter of intont with the Korea Oas Corporation. OIT muit continue to work with Yukon Pacific to strengthen these ties and show the economic and business benefits to moving ahoad with the project. There is currently talk of building a gas pipeline from the Soviet Union through North and South Korea to Japan.
«Increased interest in Alaskan seafood. Tariff reduction on seafood products coupled with the restriction of Korean deep sea fishing In the Bering Sea has made Alaskan » .seafood products piore desirable in Korea. OIT should continue to work with DBD and ASMI to locato Alaskan suppliers and offer seminars in Korea on access to the Alaskan seafood market.

Prepared by Katelyn Carrigan 
January 23, 1991
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C O U N T R Y  S U M M A R Y  -  C H I N A  ( P R C )

The People's Republic of China (PRC) is Alaska's fourth largest trading 
partner. Heilongjiang Province and Alaska established sister-state relations 
in 1985. Despite this good beginning, total Alaska exports have decreased 37% 
since their high point In 1987. In contrast, exports to China's political rival 
Taiwan have increased 139% over the same period. What has been the cause of 
this trade deterioration and what arc the prospects for reversing this trend?

K ey C h a lle n g e s /I s s u e s :

* Political considerations. Three political factors contributed greatly to the
rapid deterioration in Alaska-China trade; (1) changes the Magnuson Act 
prohibiting foreign processors from operating within A laska's 200 mile
limit caused oxports o f fish products to drop to zero; (2) national reaction to 
the Juno 1989 Tiananmen Square Massacre brought China's MFN status into 
question and restricted the atmosphere for free trade; and (3) opening of 
our State office in Taipei, Taiwan :hifted Alaska’s focus away from China.

* Economic considerations. Unlike '.he Soviet Union, China has a convertible 
currency. China has devalued is currency to 5.2 RMB/S (which is almost
equal to the black market rate of d.7 RMB/S). Foreign currency reserves
remain a problem and foreign contracts require governm ental approval. 
Barter and trilateral trade are often necessary to make a contract 
profitable. The economic situation in China, however, la continuing to 
improve and- the government has made recent efforts to help develop trade,
particularly in the Special Economic Zones (SEZ).

• Fisheries developm ent. The China National Fisheries Corporation (CNFC)
has closed their Anchorage office and relocated in Seattle. They have no 
immediate plans to invest in on-shore processing in Alaska. Hatchery 
technology has been sold to China but future potential appears limited due 
to Japanese competition in this area. Possibilities exist for the exchange 
and development of aquaculture technology.

• Tim ber developm ent. Timber sales have remained constant despite the 
changes in the political climate. Heilongjiang is interested in reviving our 
state relations on timber. There is a potential market for small and medium 
sized interior timber in China, Possibilities for sales of partially processed 
logs or pulp also need to be oxplored.

* Tourism developm ent. Three factors have contributed to improved
possibilities of tourism development in China: (1) improved political
climate: (2) the opening o f direct air routes to the Soviet Far East-possible 
to see both sister states of Kharbarvoik (USSR) and Heilongjiang (PRC) in 
ono trip; and (3) development of Hainan Island-possibly the next Hawaii in 
the Pacific.

• Technological, educational ft cultural exchanges. Both Chinese and
* Alaskan counterparts appear Interested in reviving and strengthening 

re la tio n sh ip s .
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G L E N D A  M A Y E  C L A R K .  G l e n d a  j o i n e d  O H  this p a s t  D e c e m b e r  a s  S p e c i a l  Staff 

A s s i s t a n t  u n d e r  t h e  H i c k e l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  H e r  p r i m a r y  d u t i e s  i n  this p o s i t i o n  

h a v e  b e e n  t h a t  o f  l i a s i o n  b e t e w e e n  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  office a n d  O I T .  I n  o r d e r  f o r  h e r  

to l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  O H  a n d  its role i n  A l a s k a n  t r a d e ,  s h e  h a s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  o u r  

office's d a y  t o  d a y  activities b y  r e s e a r c h i n g  t r a d e  l e a d s ,  p r o b l e m  s o l v i n g ,  a n d  

h a n d l i n g  i n q u i r e s  r e g a r d i n g  A l a s k a n - S o v i e t  activities. S h e  is a n  e i g h t - y e a r  r e s i d e n t  

o f  A l a s k a  a n d  h a s  w o r k e d  p r i m a r i l y  i n  t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  d o i n g  v a r i o u s  m a n a g e r i a l  

jobs. B e f o r e  s h e  c a m e  t o  O H ,  s h e  w a s  D i r e c t o r  o f  a  g r a s s r o o t s  o r g a n t e a t i o n ,  A l a s k a n s  

F o r  L e g i s l a t i v e  R e f o r m .  S h e  r e c e i v e d  h e r  B a c h e l o r s  o f  S c i e n c e  a n d  N u r s i n g  D e g r e e  

f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  K e n t u c k y  i n  1 9 8 2 .

S U E  A .  K I N N E Y ,  S u e  is a  3 1 - y e a r  r e s i d e n t  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  h a s  w o r k e d  w i t h  t h e  office 

as  s e c r e t a r y  t o  t h e  d i r e c t o r  s i n c e  1 9 8 5  w h e n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  w a s  m o v e d  f r o m  J u n e a u  t o  

A n c h o r a g e .  R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  p o s i t i o n  i n c l u d e  m a k i n g  e x t e n s i v e  f o r e i g n  a n d  

d o m e s t i c  tr a v e l  a r r a n g e m e n t s  for b o t h  O I T  p e r s o n n e l  a n d  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t r a d e  

m i s s i o n s ,  o t h e r  S O A  offices a n d  p r i v a t e  9 e c t o r  officials. A  t h o r o u g h  k n o w l e d g e  o f  

S O A  p r o c e d u r e s  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  is a l s o  n e c e s s a r y  i n  d r a f t i n g  a n d  f o r m a t t i n g  a  

w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  k e e p i n g  t h e  director' s c a l e n d a r  a n d  m a k i n g  

a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  f o r e i g n  visitors w i s h i n g  t o  m e e t  w i t h  S t a t e  a g e n d e 9  a n d  officials.

C Y N T H I A  M .  S C H I L L E R .  C y n t h i a  j o i n e d  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  T r a d e  i n  

A u g u s t .  S h e  r e c e i v e d  a  B.S. i n  M e r c h a n d i s i n g  a n d  a  m i n o r  i n  M a r k e t i n g  f r o m  

T e x a s  T e c h  U n i v e r s i t y .  R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  s e c r e t a r y / r e c e p t i o n i s t  i n c l u d e  d i r e c t i n g  

i n c o m i n g  calls, r o u t i n g  m a l l ,  filing, a n d  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .  G r e e t i n g  a n d  d i r e c t i n g  

w a l k - i n s ,  a s  w e l l  as  u p d a t i n g  m a i l i n g  lists, a r e  a l s o  p a r t  o f  h e r  job.

L E O L A  M A R I E  W E I M E R .  L e o l a  is a  fifth g e n e r a t i o n  A l a s k a n  w h o  j o i n e d  t h e  O f f i c e  

o f  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  T r a d e  i n  M a y  o f  this y e a r  a s  t h e  P r o j e c t  A s s i s t a n t  for t h e  T h i r d  

N o r t h e r n  R e g i o n s  C o n f e r e n c e .  P r i o r  t o  c o m i n g  to w o r k  a t  this office, L e o l a  w o r k e d  

i n  J u n e a u  a s  a  legislative assistant a n d  a s  a n  a n a l y s t  f o r  L e g i s l a t i v e  R e s e a r c h .  S h e  

a l s o  w o r k e d  i n  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .  for S e n a t o r  M u r k o w s k i .  L e o l a  h a s  a  B . A .  i n  

Political S c i e n c e  a n d  J a p a n e s e  S t u d i e s  f r o m  W l d t m a n  C o l l e g e  a n d  a n  M . A .  i n  5 1 n o -  

S o v i e t  R e l a t i o n s  f r o m  G e o r g e  W a s h i n g t o n  U n i v e r s i t y .  S h e  s p e a k s  J a p a n e s e ,  

C h i n e s e ,  G e r m a n  a n d  R u s s i a n .  S h e  h a s  s t u d i e d  i n  J a p a n  for a  y e a r ,  w o r k e d  i n  C h i n a  

( P R C )  for a  y e a r ,  l i v e d  i n  W e s t  G e r m a n y  for t h r e e  a n d  a  h a l f  y e a r s ,  a n d  v i s i t e d  t h e  

S o v i e t  U n i o n .  L e o l a  is c u r r e n t l y  a  t r a d e  s pecialist w i t h  O I T .

P le a s e  N o te :  A  p r o f i le  o f  L is a  F ro e ta d , a n  in te r n  w i t h  O IT , w i l l  be fo r w a r d e d  la te r .



Notes Regarding Preliminary Participation of a Strategic Plan 
for Alaska’s Economic Development and Trade

The enclosed is a brief, broad-stroked, initial outline of features of such a plan to 
generate input, critique, and participation.
Strategic plans are for the purpose of direction and perpetual update and refinement.
Staff in the Department of Commerce and Economic Development are working 
toward a first refinement by February 1, Departments and friends of Alaska are 
being solicited for input.

Glenn A. Olds 
Commissioner

January 15.1991 
Date
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STRATEGIC PLAN
Assumptions/Trends/Expectations: (Impacting on Commerce and Economic Development)

1. External Environment (The World)

2. Internal Environment (Alaska)

3. Scientific and Technical Environment

4. Moral and Spiritual Environment

3840W12891a
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Elements of a Strategic Plan

Mission I. Improve climate for doing business with state, encouraging and supporting 
economic development and commerce.
A. Develop the "case" for Alaska.
B. Develop the "strategic plan" for Alaska’s economic development.

C. Reduce barriers and bureaucracy.
D. Enhance support services.
E. Strengthen Alaskan "presence" - D.C. - abroad.
F. Devise "incentives" - tax, profit, other.

3840W12891a
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Mission II. Discover, encourage, enhance new opportunities:
A. Enlist university system, R&D.

B. Enlist arctic commission.
C. Enlist Foundation for Science and Technology.
D. Enlist allied agencies/state, federal and international.
E. Enlist private sector (chamber/professions/voluntary nonprofit).

F. Develop R&D/futurist arm.
G. Establish and staff Governor’s Council of Economic Advisors.
H. Develop integrative models for rural development.
I. Develop value-added opportunity in each sector, 

o departments and agencies

3840W12891a
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Mission III. Improve and facilitate infrastructure essential to growing quality public/private 
partnership.

A.
B.

Encourage and establish capital investment fund and program. 
Accelerate and improve present partnership.

C.
D.
E.

1. ATDEA
2. ASHA
3. AEA
4. ATMC
0. ASMI
6. AASA
7. other

F.
G.

H.

I .

Change and reinforce international carrier Alaskan stops and services. 

Modify Jones Act to enhance trade.
Effect major international trade agreements and programs

1. capital investment
2. market development
3. value-added industry - _______and services
4. science and technology transfer
5. communications

Develop model training program for developing countries (AID).
Utilize new immigration policy - import essential intellectual and practical 
skills and leadership (Soviet Jews/Eastern Europe/Hong Kong).

Recruit Hong Kong - capital/facilitators-Pacific.

Develop industrial parks:

3840W12891a

1. Anchorage - professions/health/services/distribution 
/maintenance

2. Juneau - mining/fisheries/recreation-related
3. Valdez - fossil fuel related/port/resources
4. Fairbanks - Ag., minerals. Arctic, R&D, rural technology
5. Regional -Skagway - Canada

Bethel - peninsula 
Kodiak - sea
Unalaska - maritime services 
Unalakleet - N.W.
Nome - Siberia connection 
Kotzebue/Barrow
Palmer/Mat-Su Valley - value-added/Ag.

J. Develop and integrate sectoral resources and services
1. natural resources
2. environmental services
3. capital investment
4. health and human services
5. education6. lab o r
7. administrative models
8. transportation and facilities
9. revenue

10. agriculture
11. fish and game



Mission IV. Create new, practical effective models for interpreting and selling Alaska’s 
unique resources and services to/for the world.
A. Integrative model for rural/developing/Arctic (ARDOR; "Dutch Harbor")
B. Integrative model - rail/road/air/port/distribute (Fire Island; Nome/Siberian 

connection)
C. Integrative model - recreation/wildemess/tourism (Prince William Sound; 

Denali Park; Kenai River; Homer; Inland Passage/maritime highway)

D. Institute of the North - (Bob Henning; Arctic Comm., UofA, APU)
E. Native Cultural Center - (CIRA, AFN, tourism)
F. Innovation in 2l9t Century technology:

1. Energy: Alternatives
a. rural generation/efficiency/alternative source
b. solar/hydro/tidal/geothermal/biomass/wind
c. satellite delivery systems

2. S pace
a. Polar Fleets - launching-satellite-NASA
b. experimental models - total environment control
c. city at North Pole - communications surveillance - environmental 

monitoring earth

3. Seas
a. marine structures - city designs
b. aquaculture - farming seas
c. sea floor mining and technology development
d. port development - modular interface/railroad/water (Anchorage, 

Valdez, Juneau, etc.)
e. ship building/counterpart fishing fleet development and repair 

(collaborate Norwegians and Koreans - replace Seattle (S.E. - 
abandoned Coast Guard facilities; Dutch Harbor; Arctic 
technology; Unalakleet-Norton Sound; Little/Big Diomede; St. 
Lawrence Island)

4. Arctic Agriculture
a. geothermal, hot springs, reinforcement land of midnight sun
b. experiment growing season rhythms - new species (see Yul

Kilcher)
c. kitchen garden/greenhouse growing effect

5. Housing
a. new forms material and design - modular delivery -

economic/energy efficient/waste and water cycling
b. dyamaxion internally integrated systems (village communal 

services - resident and satellite)
6. Transportation

a. new forms slurry combustion engines, economic, efficient,
environmentally sound

b. experimental vacuum design with MIT
c. ice-mobiles - cargo and tourists - see the north - as new habitat

3840W12891a
- 6 -



Mission IV. (cont.)

7. C o m m u n i c a t i o n s

a. low orbit satellite systems - direct linkage - global delivery
b. star war commercial spin off (Generals Browan and Kozmelsky) 

laser technology in energy transmission (energy as unit of 
"information")

c. data base and data delivery systems regarding uniquely Alaskan 
setting
(1) Arctic
(2) polar linkage - Europe/America/Asia

8. S o d f l U n v e n t k n

a. indigenous spiritual/holistic culture - integrated modern, 
technical society (one land/one people/unity in diversity)

b. integrating east/west and north/south dialogue
c. integrating rural/urban educational systems; public/private 

models of cooperation and support
d. new forms of private/public partnership - "owner state" and 

private enterprise
e. new forms of "capital formation" - beyond barter and money to 

new forms of "exchange"
9. T r n d o  a n d  C o m m e r r e

a. new forms of cross cultural and cross continent collaboration
b. new forms of "financial" institutions, exchange, and monetary 

system modification
10. Tourism/Recreation/Education

a. new concepts and settings for a unique "Alaskan experience"
b. new environments for travel/leaming/living

(1) Prince William Sound
(2) Denali Park
(3) Inland Passage
(4) ANWAR/Brooks Range, Arctic
(5) B e r i n g  c o n n e c t i o n  - li n k i n g  N . A .  a n d  A s i a

(6) other
c. visions of the new frontier

o ejrolore - untapped frontiers - culture > ecosystems ♦
wilderness - wonder

11. Waste
a. new technologies of use, recycling, transformation, disposal
b. unique requirements of north invite new innovation
c. new industries for transforming and utilization of weaponrv 

disarmament agreements and disposal (U.S./U.S.S.R.) especially 
where we meet - Siberia/Alaska

structures, storage, prolongation, new food stocks, etc.

1840W12891a
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F O R M A T

O B J E C T I V E

P R E S E N T  P R O G R A M S  

 A N D  R E S O U R C E S P R O G R A M P E R S O N N E L RESOURCES FUTURE

I . Cl Liiiai
B a n k i n g  S e r v i c e s  

I n s u r a n c e  S e r v i c e s  
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S t e v e  C o w p e r ,  G o v e r n o r R o b e r t  Poe, Jr., Director

C o o p e r a t i o n  i n  a  C h a n g i n g  W o r l d *  

T h e  N o r t h e r n  R e g i o n s  C o n f e r e n c e  i n  A l a s k a

H u n d r e d s  of international leaders f r o m  10 different nations 

gathered in A n c h o r a g e  last mo n t h ,  m a p p i n g  out strategies 

for cooperation a m o n g  the Arctic regions a n d  establishing a 

p e r m a n e n t  secretariat to give the region a collective voice.

'Hie gathering —  the Third Northern Regions Conference 

held f r o m  S e p t e m b e r  16-20— offered politi­

cal leaders, top b u s i n e s s m e n  a n d  others 

the opportunity to pull the region's 

diverse a n d  often antagonistic voices 

together o n  issues ranging fro m  

trade ties to security concerns to 

indigenous people's rights. It 

also offered a n  opportunity for 

the " W i s e  M e n  of Arctic 

Affairs" —  Terence A r m ­

strong, G e o r g e  Rogers a n d  

G r a h a m  R o w l e y  —  to connect 

with the younger, e m e r g i n g  

leaders fro m  the Soviet Union,

Japan a n d  other Arctic nations.

"T h e  Third Northern Regions C o n ­

ference —  Cooperation in a C h a n g i n g  

W o r l d  —  w a s  a blockbusting success," noted 

A n c h o r a g e  international lawyer/columnist T o n y  Smith.

Hie conference, organized b y  T h e  N o r thern Regions 

Conference Non-Profit Corporation, attracted 552 interna­

tional a n d  national guests. T h e  distinguished g r o u p  in­

cluded 23 regional governors attending a tw o - d a y  s u m m i t  

o n  " M o d e l s  for Environmental Cooperation" a n d  165

international business leaders w h o  issued a list of r e c o m ­

m e n d a t i o n s  for developing trade relations in the Arctic 

through the use of Asian a n d  E u r o p e a n  capital. S o m e  200 

participants also joined the conference's Political a n d  Social 

W o r k s h o p  Sections.

W r o t e  H o w a r d  W e a v e r ,  editor of the A n c h o r ­

age Daily N e w s :  " W h a t e v e r  else w a s  ac­

complished at the Northern Regions 

Conference in A n c h o r a g e  last week, 

o n e  m e s s a g e  should ring out 

clearly: Alaska is fully capable of 

hosting a complicated, multina­

tional assembly."

I n s id e . . .
D irector P oe 's M e ssa g e .........2
K orea T ourism  N e w s ............. 3
A ir R oute U p d a te ....................4
G ov. C o w p cr’s R e p o r t ...........6

T rad e  Lead B u lle tin ................8
Seasonal T o u r ism .................... 9
T rad e  S how s.............................10
A laska-C anada T rad e ............11

Ideally, a conference is a for u m  

that allows p  pie to explore 

topics of m u t u a l  interest. 'Plus 

conference offered such an o p p o r ­

tunity, particularly given the n a i v e  

of the Soviet delegation. T h e  caliber 

of individuals brought together for 

the A n c h o r a g e  v e n u e  represented the 

highest ranking-group of Soviets to visit 

the W e s t  Coast of the United States since 

Alaskans a n d  Soviets b e g a n  gingerly testing the limits of 

perestroika in 1988.

A lexander K h o m y a k o v ,  First D e p u t y  of E c o n o m i c  Ties for 

the Russian Federation, led a sixty-three m e m b e r  Soviet 

delegation that included governors f r o m  six Soviet territo­

ries, including the radical, market-oriented governor of

Sakhalin Island, Mr. Federov, as well as 

a top K G B  administrator responsible for 

border g u a r d s  o n  the e d g e s  of Soviet 

territory. Soviet interest in the confer­

ence focused predominantly o n  the 

International Business F o r u m  a n d  the 

establishment of a p e r m a n e n t  Northern

(s*v NHC  p a g e  5)
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D i r e c t o r  R o b e r t  P o e ,  J r .

• A n  E c o n o m i c  F o r e c a s t  f o r  A l a s k a  •

Eve r y  t w o  m o n t h s  1 receive a c o m p l i m e n t a r y  

report f r o m  the investment ba n k i n g  firm of 

G o l d m a n  Sachs o n  the current business climate 

for the United States. Generally these reports 

guide the reader o n  investment decisions, offering 

such tips as the w i s d o m  of b u y i n g  c o m m o n  

stocks versus bonds. T h e  current edition, h o w ever,

takes a different approach, focusing instead o n  the 1991 business outlook for 

America. T h e  prognosis? In a wor d :  stagflation. Current e c o n o m i c  trends, ac­

cording to the magazine, point to high inflation, stagnant e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  a n d  

significantly reduced corporate profits. T h e s e  trends are predicted e v e n  if the 

price of oil falls b a c k  to $25 per barrel in 1991. It's probably n o  surprise to 

Alaskans that this report doc s  not reflect the e c o n o m i c  picture for Alaska. A s  

usual, the L o w e r  48 slates are generally u n a w a r e  of a n y  e c o n o m i c  activity in 

Alaska.

T h e  e c o n o m i c  forecast outlined in the G o l d m a n  Sachs report d o e s  not c o m e  

close to approximating the future of the A l askan e c o n o m y .  Indeed, the trends 

seen in Alaska's vital e c o n o m i c  statistics could not b e  m o r e  different. K e y  

indicators, for example, detail a i ipling of A l askan exports since 1986 a n d  they 

s h o w  the highest level of e m p l o y m e n t  in the history of the state. Federal E x ­

press, the air freight giant, has compl e t e d  in t w o  years expansion plans that they 

h a d  considered stretching over five to seven years. T h e  plans h a v e  direct a n d  

important effects in Alaska. Federal Express n o w  directly e m p l o y s  600 Alaskans; 

indirectly, the firm's g r o w t h  here m e a n s  pe r h a p s  another 300 to 400 jobs.

United Parcel Service (UPS), meanwhile, recently received approval to fly a n e w  

cargo route to Japan, a n d  the firm has just o p e n e d  a n e w  facility in Anchorage. 

Clearly, the air freight industry in Alaska has u n d e r g o n e  a dramatic change. In 

fact, exports leaving Alaska via air cargo h a v e  increased b y  m o r e  than 5 0 0 %  over 

the last year alone. A n d  there is more. Alaska Airlines has received approval for 

its proposed air route to M a g a d a n  a n d  Khabarovsk. D u t c h  H a r b o r  has received 

literally h u n d r e d s  of millions of dollars in outside investment over the last year. 

A n d ,  in w h a t  perhaps is the m o s t  unbelievable trend, the o n c e  e m p t y  strip-malls 

in A n c h o r a g e  a n d  Fairbanks are n o w  filling up.

O n e  negative phrase I don't hear m u c h  a n y m o r e  is, "International trade is nice, 

but it will never replace oil." Oil is very important to Alaska. This point is 

indisputable. But the gains in international trade —  Alaska's annual exports b y  

the e n d  of 1990 are projected to reach $3.7 billion, u p  a staggering 200 percent 

f r o m  1986 levels —  are not to be d o w n p l a y e d .  T h e  g r o w t h  in international trade 

is o n e  of the reasons Alaska's e c o n o m i c  forecast is looking so strong. N o n e  of the 

positive indicators for Alaska s h o w s  signs of being affected negatively b y  the 

current high price of oil.

M a y b e  it's a g o o d  thing that those folks d o w n  in the L o w e r  48 are largely u n ­

a w a r e  of the e c o n o m i c  activity in Alaska. Because, o n c e  Alaska's bright eco­

n o m i c  future is k n o w n ,  the migration back to o u r  state will d w a r f  the out­

migration witnessed in 1986 a n d  1987. For n o w ,  h o w ever, those Alaskans w h o  

survived the "lean times" are well-positioned to benefit f r o m  the state's strong 

e c o n o m i c  foundation they helped to build. •
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TAIWAN CHINA SOVIET UNION

A l a s k a  D e l e g a t i o n  W o o s  K o r e a n  T o u r i s m  

a t  S e o u l  T r a d e  F a i r

Alaska once again participated in 

Korea's major travel fair, grabbing the 

attention of thousands of visitors a n d  

winning a n  a w a r d  for "Sales P r o m o ­

tion Excellence."

T h e  fair —  the 1990 Kor e a  W o r l d  

Travel Fair ( K O T F A )  held S e p t e m b e r  

6-9 in Seoul —  is the premier overseas 

travel industry event in Korea. This 

year's s h o w  attracted 92,000 visitors, 

including 3,600 travel industry repre­

sentatives. M o r e  than 200 booths w e r e  

set u p  b y  displayers.

" K O T F A  is the only significant n a ­

tional travel s h o w  in Korea that 

attracts destination organizations f r o m  

throughout the world." said D a n a  

Brockway, director of Alaska's Divi­

sion of Tourism. " O u r  presence at 

K O T F A  sets us apart f r o m  other U.S. 

destinations. T h e  meetings held a n d  

contacts m a d e  as a result of K O T F A  

w e r e  invaluable for the Alaskan 

tourism industry."

T o m  Luce, sales representative for 

G r a y  Line of Alaska, agreed: " W o r k ­

ing u n d e r  the umbrella of the state 

agencies gives us a n  excellent platform 

to p r o m o t e  the services w e  can 

provide once a K o r e a n  tour c o m p a n y  

m a k e s  a c o m m i t m e n t  to c o m e  to 

Alaska. K O T F A  is a n  effective p r o m o ­

tional tool for us."

Alaska's booth —  sponsored b y  the 

Division of Tourism, the Office of 

International T r a d e  a n d  G r a y  Line of 

Alaska —  offered the state the o p p o r ­

tunity to further educate the Ko r e a n  

traveler about tourism in Alaska. This 

is the third consecutive year Alaska 

has h a d  a display at K O T F A .

" W h e n  I first visited Korea for a 

tourism promotional event, m o s t  

questions related to h o w  cold Alaska 

w a s  a n d  if w e  h a d  s n o w  year round," 

said Katelyn Carrigan, trade specialist 

with the Office of International Trade.

" H o w e v e r ,  at K O T F A  '90, m a n y  

people w h o  visited the Alaska booth 

already k n e w  about Alaska a n d  told 

m e  they h a d  heard about the big fish 

a n d  large bears in Alaska."

T h e  importance of tapping into the 

K o r e a n  market should not b e  u n d e r ­

estimated. Last year, roughly 1,000 

K o r e a n  tourists traveled to Alaska for 

their vacations. T h e  potential for m o r e  

is vast.

In 1989, w h e n  the K o r e a n  g o v e r n m e n t  

lifted all travel restrictions, the n u m b e r  

of travelers heading overseas increased 

67.3 percent to 1,213,112; nearly 40 

percent of that total w a s  pleasure 

travel. T h e  trend has continued during 

the first half of this year, with overall 

travel u p  32.2 percent. A n d  the

Ministry of Transportation expects the 

annual g r o w t h  to continue until 1999, 

w h e n  approximately 5.4 million 

Koreans are likely to travel abroad.

"It is a remarkable figure that reflects 

the potential for record m a k i n g  

history in the travel a n d  tourism 

market worldwide," said C h a i r m a n  

U.S. C h u n g  of Seoul Travel Service, 

Ltd. in a n  article for a K O T F A  paper.

Currently, 50 percent of all Koreans 

traveling overseas hea d  for Japan. 

A n o t h e r  25 percent select other desti­

nations in Asia. T h e  question for 

Alaska is: H o w  to convince K o r e a n  

travelers to visit Alaska? T o u r i s m  

officials h a v e  several suggestions:

(see Travel Fair page 9)

K o r e a n  J o u r n a l i s t s  T o n r  A l a s k a ,  

A i r  D o c u m e n t a r y  B a c k  H o m e

A  recent trip b y  K o r e a n  television a n d  

print journalists to Alaska appears to 

h a v e  paid off, generating favorable 

coverage in Korea a n d  sparking n e w  

interest in the state.

" T h e  television coverage Alaska 

received o n  Ko r e a n  Broadcast S y s t e m  

(KBS) w a s  invaluable," said K.S. Vang, 

Alaska State representative in Korea. 

" W e  h a d  to e m p l o y  a temporary 

person in the office just to handle the 

calls regarding Alaskan tourism."

In August, nine Ko r e a n  journalists, 

including a t e a m  of four reporters a n d  

producers f r o m  KBS, visited Alaska o n  

a familiarization tour sponsored b y  the 

Alaska Division of Tourism, the Office 

of International T r a d e  a n d  Superstar 

Travel Service of Seoul, Korea. Sup e r ­

star provide freeair-fare to Alaska for

the journalists a n d  K.S. K i m  of the 

Alaska State Seoul Office.

W h ’le in Alaska, the journalists 

toured the state o n  the s a m e  six d a y /  

five night p a c k a g e  sold to Korean 

tourists b y  Superstar Travel. T h e y  

visited Anchorage, Portage Glacier, 

Alycska Resort, Kodiak. C o l u m b i a  

Glacier a n d  Valdez. O n c e  the tour 

ended, the K B S  journalists stayed in 

Alaska a n  additional four days to 

continue filming in Anchorage, 

Juneau, Admiralty Island, Kotzebue 

a n d  the Matanuska-Susitna Valley.

T h e  journalists' impressions quickly 

m a d e  it onto the airwaves. Eac h  d a y  

over a five-day period o n  Korea's 

equivalent of " G o o d  M o r n i n g  A m e r ­

ica," a ten-minute section o n  Alaska 

w a s  featured.

(soc Korean Journalists page 8)
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A l a s k a - S o v i e t  

A i r  L i n k

Alaska Airlines has w o n  tentative 

approval f r o m  the U.S. D e p a r t m e n t  

of Transportation to operate passen­

ger flights b e t w e e n  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  

the Soviet Union. T h e  service, if a p ­

proved, will b e  the first regularly 

scheduled flights b e t w e e n  A n c h o r ­

age a n d  the Soviet Far East.

According to plans submitted b y  

the airline, the c o m p a n y  intends to 

operate three flights per w e e k  f r o m  

A n c h o r a g e  to M a g a d a n  a n d  K h a b ­

arovsk. T h e  regularly scheduled 

flights, to b e  operated during the 

s u m m e r  m o n t h s  only, arc expected 

to start J u n e  17 a n d  e n d  10 w e e k s  

later, said Alaska Airlines spokes­

m a n  L o u  Cancelmi.

"VVeTe dipping o u r  toes in right 

now , "  said C a n c e l m i  of the g r o u n d ­

breaking venture. "We're going to 

be creating a ma r k e t  there."

According to Cancelmi, the major­

ity of scats are expected to be 

devoted to passengers traveling to 

the Soviet U n i o n  o n  tour packages 

put together b y  Alaska Airlines. H e  

a d d e d  that the air carrier anticipates 

flying 135-seat jets o n  the trans­

pacific route. Pricing of the flights 

a n d  tour packages is still being 

determined, C a n c e l m i  said.

Alaska Airlines has b e e n  pursuing 

approval of the A n c h o r a g e -  

M a g a d a n - K h a b a r o v s k  route for t w o  

years. Alaska Airlines w a s  the only 

U.S. carrier bidding for the route. 

Said Cancelmi: " T h e  biggest 

hurdles h a v e  b e e n  conqu e r e d  n o w . "

Federal Aviation Administration 

officials in A n c h o r a g e  say the n e w  

flights will require n o  special 

changes in existing regulations. 

S o m e  efforts, h o w ev er, will likely be 

n e e d e d  to ensure that Soviet airports 

m e e t  U.S. security standards, F A A  

s p o k e s m a n  Paul W e g r z y n  said. •

U P S  W i n s  L u c r a t i v e  

A n c h o r a g e  -  J a p a n  R o u t e

D e c i s i o n  B o o s t s  A r e a  I m a g e  a s  A i r  C a r g o  H u b

United Parcel Service (UPS) has w o n  

final approval to begin flying the 

lucrative air cargo route b e t w e e n  

A n c h o r a g e  a n d  Japan.

In a U.S. D e p a r t m e n t  of Transporta­

tion ruling h a n d e d  d o w n  in late 

August, U P S  received permission to fly 

six Anchorage-to-Japan routes each 

week. T h e  Japanese Ministry of Trans­

portation signed off o n  the a g r e e m e n t  

in early October, giving its o k a y  for 

U P S  to begin trans-Pacific flights of its 

Boeing 747 as early as October 1.

According to Leonard, U P S  will 

handle the cargo out of its n e w  30,000- 

square-foot, $10-million cargo-han­

dling facility o p e n e d  October 9. Le­

onard said U P S  also is looking at long 

range plans that m a y  call for another 

$15-million addition to its facility. Fur­

ther expansion d e p e n d s  o n  the econ­

o m y  a n d  other factors, h e  added.

T h e  ruling spells g o o d  n e w s  for both 

U P S  a n d  the State of Alaska. For U P S ,  

the ruling secures the firm a n  essential 

niche in the air cargo business to A s;j . 

In addition to 

UPS ,  only 

Federal Express 

a n d  N o r t h w e s t  

are permitted to 

fly freighters 

b e t w e e n  the U.S. 

a n d  Asian m a r ­

kets.

T h e  n e w  cargo route b e c a m e  avail­

able as a result of a bilateral aviation 

a g r e ement reached b e t w e e n  Japan a n d  

the U.S. last N o v e m b e r .  E m e r y  W o r l d ­

w i d e  also sought the route, proposing 

to fly b e t w e e n  Fairbanks a n d  Japan. 

D e p a r t m e n t  of Transportation officials 

apparently favored UPS's greater

freight capac-

Wc'rr nytntir," <ni/l Tom h ’Oitiv‘it, UPS 
Alnatui iljvlsion vuinngcr. "IVi'Vf oun of 

the vcrif Ini' cargo ran in* that have 
hauling right> in /iif./n, There area 

tvn/ select few who mil go in thru’. It V 
a great market.

ity, its ability 

to deliver 

g o o d s  quickly 

a n d  its 

stronger 

market out­

look.

"We're ecstatic," said T o m  Leonard, 

U P S  Alaska division manager. "We're 

o n e  of the very f e w  cargo carriers that 

h a v e  landing rights in Japan. There 

are a very select f e w  w h o  can g o  in 

there. It's a great market."

For Alaska, the ruling m e a n s  jobs a n d  

the further establishment of A n c h o r a g e  

International Airport as a n  essential 

h u b  in the international air freight 

market. U P S  is expected to hire about 

100 n e w  e m p l o y e e s  to handle the cargo 

a n d  small packages expected to be 

shipped b e t w e e n  Japan a n d  the U.S. 

That n u m b e r  could increase still 

further if U P S  decides to hire c u stoms 

a n d  brokerage clearance employees, 

L e o n a r d  added.

"(UPS) will afford m o r e  

public benefits to U.S. shippers, 

forwarders a n d  other c o n s u m e r s  in the 

U.S.-Japan air cargo market," the 

D e p a r t m e n t  of Transportation said.

T h e  n e w  U P S  service links the carrier's 

hu b s  in Louisville, Kentucky; Ontario, 

C a n a d a ;  a n d  California with Anchor- 

age.

T h e  n e w  route is likely to boost UPS's 

annual s p e nding in Alaska from 

roughly $7 million to $16 million, 

Le o n a r d  said. T h e  additional m o n e y  

will b e  spent primarily o n  salaries, 

airport landing fees, fuel a n d  various 

taxes, h e  added.
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N R C . .  .(co n tin u ed  from  p a g e  1)

Kegions F o r u m .  T h e  Russian Federa­

tion w a s  especially interested irt *he re­

gional cooperative orientation of the 

Third Northern Regions Conference.

T h e  gathering allowed Soviet partici­

pants lime to m a k e  deals, sign proto­

cols a n d  m e e t  with fellow northerners 

a n d  Asians with a n  eye tow a r d  soak­

ing u p  information a n d  deals o n  

m a r k e t  e c o n o m i c s  a n d  democratic sys­

tems.

T h e  impressive Soviet delegation w a s  

c o m p l e m e n t e d  b y  a n  equally distin­

guished gathering of Chinese leaders 

f r o m  Heilongjiang Province a n d  

Beijing a n d  Japanese leaders f r o m  

H o k k a i d o  Island. C a n a d i a n  leaders 

f r o m  the Northern Provinces a n d  the 

capital of O t t a w a  joined old Arctic 

h a n d s  f r o m  the U.S. a n d  Scandinavia.

" A  m o m e n t o u s  gathering, " c o m ­

m e n t e d  Richard L. Walker, former 

a m b a s s a d o r  to Korea a n d  adviser to 

Alaska G o v e r n o r  Steve C o w p c r .

A s  G o v .  C o w p e r  noted in his w e l ­

c o m i n g  address, only time will tell 

w h e t h e r  the conference w a s  successful 

in helping participants to v i e w  o n e  a n ­

other m o r e  as partners a n d  friends in 

regional cooperation a n d  less as pieces 

in a diplomatic g a m e  of chess. S o m e  

successess, h o w e v e i , are already 

apparent a n d  noteworthy:

• T h e  establ.shment of a p e r m a n e n t  

secretariat for the Northern Regions 

Conference. T h e  secretariat, agreed to 

b y  the k e y  g o v e r n m e n t  leaders attend­

ing the conference, is to conduct 

o n g o i n g  a d v o c a c y  a n d  research w o r k  

o n  northern m o d e l s  of cooperation in 

economics, science a n d  technology.

• A  statement of intent signed b y  the 

governors that calls o n  the Arctic 

nations to m o v e  b e y o n d  traditional 

bilateral efforts a n d  p u s h  for true re­

gional cooperation o n  issues of shared 

importance. A s  part of the statement 

notes: ' T h e  states, provinces, territo­

ries, counties a n d  a u t o n o m o u s  regions 

of the N o r t h  share c o m m o n  concerns

regarding environmental protection, 

e c o n o m i c  well-being a n d  the appropri­

ate role of regional g o v e r n m e n t s  in 

decision-making w h i c h  affects the 

North."

• T h e  signing of protocols a n d  

m e m o r a n d u m s  of understanding.

A i n u  leaders f r o m  Japan wishing to 

return to Soviet-controlled Sakhalin 

Island signed a M e m o r a n d u m  of 

Under stan di ng with Soviet leaders that 

a i m s  to facilitate the reunification of 

the A i n u  people. A s  well, eight

business people f r o m  the U.S. a n d  

Soviet U n i o n  negotiated a protocol that 

agrees to assess the technical a n d  

e c o n o m i c  feasibility of using Soviet 

icebreakers to p u n c h  a northern sea 

route for Pacific to Atlantic trade.

North e r n  Regions Conference staff 

are currently compiling a s u m m a r y  of 

conference proceedings. If y o u  h ave 

a n y  questions or c o m m e n t s ,  please 

contact the N R C  office in A n c h o r a g e  at 

561-2260. «

T h e  N o r t h e r n  R e g i o n s  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  w o u l d  
l i k e  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  f o r  

t h e i r  e n d o r s e m e n t  a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  T h i r d  
N o r t h e r n  R e g i o n s  C o n f e r e n c e .

Alascom 
Alaska Airlines 

Alaska Center for International Business 
Alaska Science and Technology Foundation 

Alaska State Chamber of Commerce 
Anchorage Convention and Visitors Bureau 

ARCO Alaska 
Arctic Research Commission 

Central International Law Firm 
Coopers and Lybrand 

Federal Express
Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy - North Pacific Program 

Fridtjof Nansen Institute 
Hokkaido Island Governor's Office 

Industry Science and Technology Canada - Yukon Region 
Institute of Geography of USSR - Academy of Sciences 

International Union for Circumpolar Health 
limit Circumpolar Conference 

North Slope Borough 
Norwegian Polar Research Institute 

Province of British Columbia 
State of Alaska - Governor's Office 

State of Alaska - Office of International Trade
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C a r g o  J e t s ,  S o v i e t  R e l a t i o n s  a n d  G l a c i e r  W a t e r :

B O T T L E D  A L A S K A N  glacier water in 

Japan. A  n e w  stale office in Taiwan. 

Jots carrying international cargo in a n d  

out of Anchorage. Sister-state agree­

ments with the Soviets a n d  others. A  

tripling in exports abroad.

T h e  last four years h a v e  seen great 

change —  a n d  great progress —  in 

Alaska's bid to strengthen its presence 

in international trade.

F r o m  M a g a d a n  to 

T o k y o  to Taipei, the 

state's efforts to 

p r o m o t e  its products 

abroad a n d  attract 

foreign investment 

here h a v e  m a t u r e d  

dramatically.

Today, small Alas­

kan fimisare tapping 

overseas markets to 

p u s h  their products. 

A n c h o r a g e  is e m e r g ­

ing as a key link in the 

world's air cargo 

network. High-level 

trade delegations 

b e t w e e n  Alaska a n d  

the U.S.S.R. are 

strengthening our ties 

with the rapidly 

changing Soviet 

Union. A n d  annual 

Alaskan exports 

abroad are nearing the 

$3-billion mark.

After taking office, this Administra­

tion immediately turned its attention 

to international trade as a w a y  to boost 

a n d  diversify the state's e c o n o m y .

O n e  of m y  first acts as governor w a s  to 

transfer the Office of International 

Tr a d e  (OIT) f r o m  the D e p a r t m e n t  of 

C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p ­

m e n t  a n d  into the Office of the G o v e r ­

nor. T h e  m o v e  w a s  designed to send a

h iwe rno r  r ow n e r  nml l lnssinn Drpiihht o f  f in a l s  
signing ceremony tot trade and scicnittic cu ltur 
enchange ag reement ,  Mnstow , stay 1991).

International trade as Solution

Four years ago, the picture w a s  not so 

bright. Alaskan potential in interna­

tional trade w a s  obscured b y  a se­

verely troubled e c o n o m y .  Oil prices 

a n d  real estate values w e r e  d o w n ,  the 

state bud ge t deficit a n d  u n e m p l o y ­

m e n t  w e r e  up, a n d  Alaska w a s  o n  the 

verge of a d e e p  e c o n o m i c  depression. 

Action w a s  needed.

signal: Alaska w a s  serious about 

international trade.

It worked. O v e r  the past four years, 

Alaska has risen to the challenge a n d  

promise offered b y  international trade. 

Consider s o m e  of the successes.

In the first six m o n t h s  of 1990, Alas­

k a n  exports totaled $1.55 billion —  u p  

sharply f r o m  the $522 million exported 

in the first six m o n t h s  of 1986. Exports 

of fish, timber a n d  minerals are all up. 

T h o u g h  Asia continues to bo the 

primary importer of Alaskan products,

o u r  state's trade with the increasingly 

important E u r o p e a n  ma r k e t  has g r o w n  

m o r e  than 400 percent, f r o m  $16 

million in 1986 to $85 million in 1989.

S m a l t  Firms T a p  O v e r s e a s  M a r k e t

S u c h  gains translate into badly 

n e e d e d  jobs for Alaskans. According 

to a U.S. D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  

formula, each $1 

billion in exports 

generates about 8,000 

jobs in Alaska. That 

m e a n s  at least 20,(XX) 

Alaskans h a v e  jobs di­

rectly related to inter­

national trade, an 

increase of m o r e  than

10,000 positions since 

1986. In per capita 

terms, exports are 

m o r e  important to our 

e c o n o m y  than to a n y  

other state.

S u c h  n u m b e r s  are 

important, but they 

hide the individual 

success stories that 

hav e  contributed to 

the state's interna­

tional trade gains.

W i t h  the encourage­

m e n t  of OIT, dozens 

of small businesses 

h a v e  taken their 

h o m e - g r o w n  creativity a n d  marketed 

it abroad. Attakiska V o d k a ,  C h i n o o k  

Beer a n d  Indian Valley Reindeer 

S a u s a g e  are just s o m e  of the m a n y  

examples. Oth e r  firms —  particularly 

in the seafood industry —  h a v e  taken 

steps to p r o d u c e  value-added specialty 

items.

Just as exciting is the rapid e m e r g e n c e  

of Alaska as a major air cargo hub.

Both Federal Express a n d  United 

Parcel Service h a v e  established w o r l d ­

w i d e  cargo handling facilities in 

Anchorage; Lufthansa has set u p

nt
al
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T h e  M a t u r i n g  o f  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  T r a d e  i n  A l a s k a
by Gov. Steve Cotoper

similar facilities in Fairbanks. A n d  this 

is just the beginning. W i t h  Alaska's 

proximity to Asia, E u r o p e  a n d  the U.S. 

East Coast —  a n d  with the recent des­

ignation of Frcc-Tradc-Zones in 

A n c h o r a g e  a n d  Fairbanks —  the stale's 

strategic location is certain to generate 

still m o r e  business.

W w  Ties to Soviets, Ot h e r s

T h e r e  are also 

successes in the 

arena of international 

relations —  gains 

that will play a n  

integral role both in 

developing long- 

lasting trade partner­

ships a n d  in e x p a n d ­

ing Alaska's eco­

n o m i c  base.

a n d  a U.S. state. A n d  just last m o n t h ,  

the Soviet U n i o n  w a s  o n e  of 11 nations 

participating in the Northern Regions 

Conference hosted in Anchorage.

T h e  i m p r o v e d  relations will u n d o u b t ­

edly m e a n  business opportunities for 

A l askan firms. In fact, m a n y  Alaskan 

businesses are already establishing 

trading lies with Soviet counterparts
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In the past year, for 

example, the state of 

Alaska o p e n e d  a 

trade office in 

T a i w a n  a n d  signed 

a n  e c o n o m i c  c o o p ­

eration a g r e e m e n t  

with British C o l u m ­

bia. Both m o v e s  are 

certain to increase 

opportunities for 

trade a n d  tourism.

W e  also h a v e  signed 

trade agreements

with Taiwan, K o r e a  a n d  Japan, a n d  

established sister-state relations with 

T a i w a n  a n d  Heilongjiang Province in 

China.

But perhaps the m o s t  dramatic steps 

h a v e  b e e n  taken in relations with the 

Soviet U n !  n. In June 1988, w e  reo­

p e n e d  the historic g a t e w a y  b e t w e e n  

Alaska a n d  the Soviet U n i o n  with the 

Friendship Flight f r o m  N o m e  to 

Providcniya. In October 1988, Alaska 

signed a sister-state a g r e e m e n t  with 

K h a b a r o v s k  Territory —  the first ever 

a g r e e m e n t  b e t w e e n  the Soviet U n i o n

‘ i  '■ 
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l t i osh) 's  oh pot t s tutor more  than t r ip t rd s incr  Unt>, t otonrt  
toot, o f f i ce  in thltfj . I h r  a h ou r  rh o r t  computes  f l losknn  
popar ts  f o r  t l i r  f i r s t  sin months o f  each i joar .

and, in the long run, I a m  optimistic 

that m a n y  m o r e  deals will b e  forged. 

But there is m o r e  to our relations with 

the Soviets. Children f r o m  both 

countries attend each other's schools. 

Scientists e x c h a n g e  valuable informa­

tion o n  subjects ranging f r o m  health 

pr o b l e m s  to fisheries m a n a g e m e n t .  

Native people can n o w  travel freely 

across the Bering Strait. Artists share 

not only their art, but their creative 

energy as well.

S u c h  changes are impressive a n d  

important. T h e y  h a v e  h a d  a n  i m p o r ­

tant effect o n  our stale. But there is 

m u c h  m o r e  to be done.

N e w  C a i n s  Require Effort

In our  relations with the U.S.S.R., 

Alaskan g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  business 

m u s t  w o r k  together to help Soviet 

society a n d  its e c o n o m y  incorporate 

the principles of d e m o c r a c y  a n d  capi­

talism. Elsewhere, w e  

m u s t  w o r k  to further 

diversify a n d  

strengthen the Alaskan 

e c o n o m y .  Just-in-time 

inventory, increased 

tourism a n d  n e w  

relations with E u r o p e  

are just s o m e  of the 

areas the state can look 

to next.

But these m o v e s  will 

not c o m e  without hard 

w o r k  a n d  a n  eye to the 

future. O u r  relations 

with the Soviets —  like 

o u r  gains in interna­

tional trade —  m u s t  be 

nurtured in the years 

ahead. Tics to overseas 

g o v e r n m e n t s  a n d  firms 

m u s t  be maintained 

f r o m  year to year a n d  

administration to a d ­

ministration if Alaska is 

to continue benefiting

□ Fish
■ Timber
□ Polrol
■ Coal
□ Minorals
□ Miscellaneous

fr o m  its u n i q u e  locale.

A l askan  firms f r o m  Alaska Wilder­

ness G o u r m e t  to Alaska Seafood to 

Y u k o n  Pacific are using their energy, 

creativity a n d  resources to actively 

pursue the benefits of international 

trade. Ihey h a v e  brought billions of 

dollars in business a n d  thousands of 

jobs to Alaska. T h e y  p r o m i s e  to bring 

still m o r e  in the future. Their efforts 

—  a n d  the m o m e n t u m  generated in 

the past four years —  deserve our c o n ­

tinued support. ■
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T r a d e  L e a d  B u l l e t i n
E x p o r t  T r a d e  L e a d s

J A P A N

11\ Imuimjvx (A>f|K)fulion

Mr. Y. T o y a m a

39-307 Yashio 5-chomc 6

Sliinagawa-ku, T o k y o  140, Japan

Tel: 03-799-0534

Fax: 03-799-9553

Tlx: 2427565

Trading firm interested in importing frozen 

ycllo\yfin sole (whole), frozen or dressed 

Alaska pollock, frozen rock fish (whole) and 

frozen Alaska pollock surimi.

S;iwa S luilen

Mr. Toshio Sawa, President

1347-3 Takamiya-cho

Hi!- onc-shi, Shiga-kcn 522-02, Japan

Tel; 0749-221-175

Fax 3749-221-175

Scaf- txl wholesaler interested in purchasing 

live hair crab.

Ahiirui K a b o  Co., l.id.

Mr. Yutaka Uchikawa, Marketing Manager 

3-12-13 Shinhamacho 

Shiogama-shi, Miyagi-kcn, 985. Japan 

Tel- 022-364-3733 

Fax: 022-364-3755

Japanese firm interested in Greenland turbot, 

rock sole roc, rex sole, flathcad sole, arrow- 

tooth flounder, black cod, Pacific cod, Pacific 

Ocean perch and rockfish. All frozen.

K O R E A

Mackerel Imports Needed

*0?A

Korea is looking to import roughly 2,000 tons 

of frozen mackerel to offset a poor catch by 

domestic fisherman. T h e  ruling, handed 

d o w n  by the National Fisheries Administra­

tion in Korea, permits the additional imports 

through the end of December. For further in­

formation, please contact Bennett Brooks, 

with OIT, at 563-8226.

B o o m  H u  Trading Co., l.td.

Mr. Y o n g  Sun g  Kim, President

Tongjin Building, 5th Floor

11218,2-Ka, Hankang-Ro, Yongsan-Ku

Seoul, Korea

Fax: 02-796-2792

Tel: 02-797-6248/9

Korean trading firm is interested in importing 

Pacific cod and other fish from Alaska.

N e w  Star Trading Co.

Mr. Y.D. K i m

16-1, Noryangj in-Dong 

Dongjak-ku 

Seoul, Korea 

Fax: 02-815-7221 

Tel: 02-813-7220

Korean trading firm interested in importing 

fresh Alaskan salmon. Also seeks 5,000- to 

15,000-squarc-foot cold storage facility near 

Anchorage International Airport.

Kaiser Trading &  Consultant Corp.

Mr. D o n - K w a n  Choi

K.P.O. B o x  1867

Seoul, Korea

Fax: 02-242-8678

Tel: 02-247-6607

Telex: T S A M C  K 3 3 3 0 4

C o m p a n y  interested in metal transformers,

metal (steel) scrap exports and non-ferrous

metal scrap exports (copper, aluminum).

T A I W A N

Scapro Co.. Ltd.

Mr. Sirius Lin 

14F-2, No. 6. Lan e  144 

Minrhuan W .  R o a d  

Taipei, Taiwan 

Fax: 886-2-523-0662 

Tel: 886-2-523-0272

C o m p a n y  interested in importing Alaskan 

fish, most notably Pacific salmon and halibut. 

Interested in both fresh chilled and frozen.

Contact OIT at 561-5585 
for additional information.

Korean Journalists.. .(con tinu ed  from  p ag e  3)

T h e  spots —  pr o m o t i n g  Alaska as a 

prime tourism destination —  high­

lighted fishing, shopping, glaciers, a n d  

native a n d  E s k i m o  cultures. Viewers 

we r e  treated to shots of a 7 0 - p o u n d  

halibut being landed off Ko d i a k  Island 

a n d  bears playing at Pack Cre e k  o n  

Admiralty Island. T h e y  also learned of 

the availability of reindeer antler —  

highly appreciated in Korea for its 

medicinal value —  a n d  they h a d  their 

impressions of Alaskan weather chal­

lenged.

“It w a s  very surprising to m a n y  K o r e ­

ans to see people in bathing suits water- 

skiing at Big Lake," said K.S. Kim ,  a n  

assistant representative in the Seoul 

office. " M a n y  people in Kor e a  still 

believe Alaska is covered with ice a n d  

s n o w  year round."

K B S  w a s  equally impressed with the 

reaction to the s h o w ,  suggesting they 

w o u l d  like to visit again next year. Said 

S e o n g  K y u  Park, a K B S  producer:

"Until I visited Alaska myself, 1 h a d  n o

idea of the size of Alaska. I w ish w e  

could h a v e  stayed another t w o  w e e k s  to 

film Alaska m o r e  thoroughly."

K.S. Y a n g  agrees with the w i s d o m  of a 

return trip. Said Yang: " T h e  articles 

a n d  television coverage Alaska received 

following the journalists' trip to Alaska 

w o u l d  b e  too expensive to purchase in 

the f o r m  of advertisements. A n d  the 

advertisements could not provide 

information in such detail.” •
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A l a s k a n  T r a v e l  I n d t i s t i y  L o o k s  t o  B o o s t  

S t a t e ’s  S e a s o n a l  T o u r i s m

by Sally Suddock, Alaska Tourism Marketing Council

T h e  Alaska T o u r i s m  Marketing 

Council ( A T M C )  is spearheading the 

state's first industrywide effort to create 

a n d  p r o m o t e  seasonal tourism in 

Alaska.

W o r k i n g  through a c o m m i t t e e  chaired 

b y  A n c h o r a g e  C o n v e n t i o n  &  Visitors 

Bureau President Bill Elander, the 

A T M C  is sponsoring a n  indus­

trywide conference N o v e m b e r  

19-20 in A n c h o r a g e  to develop 

a range of tour packages 

designed to attract "off­

season" visitors to Alaska.

the typical 54- to 57-year-old visitors 

w h o  tour the state in the s u m m e r .  T h e  

A T M C  study in particular highlighted 

the gains to be realized b y  targeting 

certain international markets.

Scandinavians a n d  Northern E u r o p e ­

ans, for example, could b e  lured to 

Alaska for the slate's excellent s n o w

northern lights a n d  a» ractions such as 

the Interior's hot springs —  could be 

te m p t e d  with upscale, gu i d e d  tours 

selling the stale's natural wonders, the 

study said Finally, according to the 

report, packages p r o m o t i n g  wilderness 

telemark skiing, s n o w m a c h i n i n g  a n d  

other m o r e  adventurous activities could 

be m a r k e t e d  to G e r m a n  tourists.

T h e  conference —  a follow- 

u p  to a n  April 1990 study —  has 

tw o  goals: 1) to create a definitive 

inventory of events, facilities, attrac­

tions, lodging a n d  transportation 

options during the off-season; a n d  2) to 

take the first steps to f o r m  specific 

p ackaged tours that could b e  offered in 

the fall, winter a n d  spring of the 1991 - 

92 season.

According to Alaska Division of 

T o u r i s m  Visitor Statistics P r o g r a m  

estimates, just 13 percent of the state's 

435,300 tourists in 1988-89 visited 

be t w e e n  October a n d  March. Industry 

experts cite several reasons for the l o w  

numbers.

O n e  hurdle, they say, is the lack of 

cruise a n d  cruisc-tour operators during 

the off-season; m o s t  operators hea d  

south at the e n d  of the s u m m e r .  T h e  

dearth of marketing c a m p a i g n s  a i m e d  

at the off-season traveler also hurts. 

Potential visitors stay a w a y ,  u n a w a r e  of 

Alaska's tourism possibilities in these 

m o n t h s  a n d  m i s informed about the 

state's wintertime temperatures.

M u c h  of the solution, the experts 

suggest, lies in putting together p a c k ­

ages that appeal to likely off-season 

tourists —  individuals considerably 

y o u n g e r  a n d  m o r e  a d v enturous than

The dearth of marketing annjmgns aimed at the 
off-season traveler also hurts. Potential visitors 
toy away. unaware of Alaska off-season tourism 
fiossibilities ami misinformed about the shite's 

wintertime weather.

conditions —  a n  important selling point 

d u e  to Europe's inconsistent snowfalls 

in recent years. T o u r  packages, the 

study suggested, could include cross­

country skiing, downhill skiing, d o g  

m u s h i n g  a n d  Native culture.

Japanese travelers —  enthralled b y  the

T h e  A T M C  is hoping the 

conference will attract repre­

sentatives f r o m  all facets of 

Alaska's travel industry —  

tour companies, transportation 

firms, lodging operators and 

the g o v c r n m e n t / n n n - p i  ofits 

that m a n a g e  lands a n d  public 

facilities throughout the state.

Further information o n  the conference 

can be obtained f r o m  Sally Suddock, 

conference coordinator, at 719 E. 11th 

Ave., Anchorage, 99501; 907-272-7500. 

T h e  conference will be held at the E gan 

Center in A n chorage. T h e  registration 

fee is $25. •

Travel Fair.. .(co n tin u ed  from  p ag e  3)

• Highlight Alaska's comfortable 

s u m m e r  temperatures. S u m m e r  brings 

hot a n d  h u m i d  weather to the K o r e a n  

peninsula. Alaska offers relief f r o m  the 

heat.

- P u s h  Alaska's outdoor beauty. 

M a n y  Ko r e a n s  h a v e  a great attraction to 

Alaska's mountains, streams, glaciers, 

a n d  wildlife. Alaska's natural strengths 

m u s t  b e  stressed.

• Publicize Alaska's large K o r e a n  

population. Alaska has the greatest 

pcr-capita concentration of K oreans in 

the U.S. This m e a n s  tours can Ik * 

crafted to mee t  K o r e a n  travelers' needs.

such as offering Korean-speaking 

guides a n d  K o r e a n  food.

P r o m o t e  inexpensive package tours. 

M a n y  Ko r e a n s  join associations formed 

a r o u n d  shared interests, such as fishing 

or cards; ninny also travel abroad in 

these s a m e  groups. Lower-priced tours 

organized a r o u n d  particular interests 

w o u l d  likely attract these associations 

a n d  erase m a n y  Koreans' fears that 

overseas travel is prohibitively e x p e n ­

sive.

Alaska's linage in Korea is strong.

W i t h  stale a n d  private sector efforts, 

Alaska c a n  h o p e  to increase its share of 

K o r e a n  visitors in the years ahead. ■
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I  A L A S K A J A P A N K O R E A m

A l a s k a n  F i r m s  

A g a i n  H e a d i n g  t o  

F O Q D E X  J a • I : n

Eight Al a s k a n  firms will b e  heading 

to Japan next Ma r c h ,  looking to 

s h o w c a s e  their A l a s k a n - m a d e  food 

a n d  beverage products at Asia's 

premier food exhibition.

T h e  annual s h o w ,  F O O D E X  Japan, 

regularly attracts thousands of 

exhibitors a n d  visitors. Last year's 

s h o w  —  the 15 th annual —  d r e w  

nearly o n e  t h o usand exhibitors from 

41 countries a n d  m o r e  than 80,000 

visitors. T h e  Al a s k a n  firms partici­

pating last year all placed sales 

through contact j m a d e  at the sho w .

At the 1991 s h o w ,  to b e  held M a r c h  

12-16 outside To k y o ,  the Alaska State 

Office T o k y o  will underwrite a n d  

staff three booths a n d  w o r k  with the 

Alaskan firms paying $1,000 each to 

participate in the exhibit. T h e  

Alaskan firms are: Alaska W i l d  Berry 

Products, T r a p p e r  C r e e k  S m o k i n g  

Co., W e t c o  Inc./Alaska M o u n t a i n l o p  

Spirits Co., Alaska Wilderness 

G o u r m e t  Inc., Alaska H e r b  a..d Tea 

Co., Alaska C o m p a n y  Inc., Silver 

Lining Seafoods a n d  I n d e p e n d e n t  

C o r d o v a  Alaska Fish Co.

K a z  Hayashi, Alaska Stale represen­

tative in Tokyo, said of F O O D E X :  

"This fair is very important, not only 

a m o n g  Japanese businesses but also 

other Asian firms. F O O D E X  plays a 

key role in establishing food ma r k e t ­

ing trends in Japan for the next year."

T h e  s h o w  offers foreign c o m p a n i e s  

important access at a time wher.

Japan is taking steps to increase its 

imports. Japan's yearly food imports 

from the U.S. increased 15 percent in 

1989, according to Japanese figures.

A m o n g  the A laskan products to be 

s h o w c a s e d  arc: s m o k e d  salmon, 

honey, chocolates, vodka, jam s  a n d  

jellies, jerky a n d  glacier water. •

April 4-7

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  T R A D E  S H O W S

IIONG KONG
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  F I T N E S S  *  HFAI.T H C A R F  I:\II1IU I It >N.to 

be held at H o n g  K o n g  Convention &  Exhibition Centre. Opportunity 

to display natural products and services in areas of nutrition, fitness, 

beauty. Contact Miss Edza Li, Gardner-Caldwcll Communications, 

H o n g  Kong, 543-5922, or Bennett Brooks, OIT, 563-8226.

M a y 2 3 - 2 6  I N V E S T M E N T  A  lliADT *91 the 2nd intern: tional forum aimed at 

bringing together industrialists, investors and cr trcprcuncrs from Asia 

and die world. For more information,contact Mr. Stanley Chou, H o n g  

Kong, at 852-892-0511, or Bennett Brooks, OIT, 563-8226.

JA PA N
March 12-16 I-OOIH-X J A P A N  M. T h e  largest exhibition in Japan for food and 

beverage. Over 80,000 domestic and international food industry visi­

tors expected. Contact: Bennett Brooks, OIT, 563-8226.

Nov. 22-25 K( M-. fMl'OK'l I AIR. tobc hcldallhc K o b e  International Exhibition

Hall. S h o w  organized by the K o b e  City government For more infor­

mation, contact: K o b e  Import Fair Council, 078-331-8181 (phone) or 

078-322-6073 (fax), or call the Alaska Suite Office Tokyo.

Jan. 18-21 T O K Y U l N  1 1 RN.VI ll)N \l A R I S I I O V .  at the T o k y o  International
Trade Center. Organizers expect 300 participants from 25 countries 

and 100,000 visitors. Contact: T I A S  Secretariat, c/o Art Press Center 

Inc., 03-448-0511 (phone) or 0 3 4 4 2 - 1 6 1 0  (fax), or call die Alaska 

State Office Tokyo.

5  SIN G A PO RE
Sept. 25-28 rim VIII A S I A N  I N T E R N A I I O N A I  HlO > P K O C E S S I N C

R A C K  A; INC! LXIIIIU I H I S . - ,  t " M  Fl: S C :  to be held at World 

Trade Centre, Singapore. A n  exhibition targeted exclusively at buy­

ers, specifiers and distributors of food processing and packaging 

equipment. For more information, conutct: Eileen Lavinc, U.S. rep­

resentative. 301-656-2942, or Bennett Brooks, OIT, 563-8226.

17 I WAN
June 23-27 T H E  Illlltli T A I W A N  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  BI ST F O O D  P R O D  

U C l ’S  & I I P M E N 1  F A I R  I. to be held at T W T C  Exhibition

Hall, Taipei. Last year’s s h o w  attracted more titan 150,(XX) visitors. 

Contact: Benncit Brooks, OIT, 563-8226.

W3J5»

UNITED KINGDOM
A pr 28 - M a y  2 Till. 7111 I N T E R N A T I O N A L  l*>ul> A  D R I N K  E X H I B I T I O N .  

London, England. O n e  of the top food and beverage shows in the 

world. For m o r e  informntion.contact Bcnncu Brooks,OIT, 563-8226.

(Sen Trade Show* page 12)
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TAIWAN CHINA SOVIET UNION
A l a s k a n  B u s i n e s s e s  S c o r e  W i n  a t  G o o d w i l l  G a m e s

Tlic G o o d w i l l  G a m e s  held in Seattle this s u m m e r  m a y  have 

been a public relations nightmare for organizer T e d  Turner. 

Hut for a g r o u p  of 15 Alaskans w h o  chose to m i x  business 

with pleasure b y  p r o m o t i n g  their products a n d  services at 

the G o o d w i l l  G a m e s  T r a d e  S h o w  held in conjunction with 

the athletic event, the t w o  w e e k s  couldn't h a v e  b een better.

"We're sending s a m p l e s  to a food broker in Greece as a 

follow-up to contacts m a d e  at the G o o d w i l l  G a m e s  Tra d e  

S h o w , "  said M a r k  Wilson, president of W e t c o  a n d  Alaska 

M o u n l a i n t o p  Spirits C o m p a n y .  " T h e  c o m p a n y  in Greece 

currently imports specially items f r o m  a r o u n d  the world a n d  

they c a m e  to us interested in glacier ice a n d  water."

Importers in Greece also expressed a keen interest in c o m ­

puters f rom K o o t z r o o w o o  G o v e r n m e n t  Service in A n g o o n .  

Other prospects included g r o u p  tours f r o m  Taiwan, s a l m o n  

skin exports worldwi de, a n d  the sale of technology for a 

solid waste p r o b l e m  in Thailand.

" W e  h a d  a t r e m e n d o u s  response," said Jim Cucullu of 

H o b b s  industries. "I a m  currently following u p  o n  m a n y  

leads generated f r o m  Third W o r l d  countries —  areas that 

have a real n eed for the technology w e  can provide to 

o v e r c o m e  their energy a n d  solid waste problems."

T h e  Governor's Office of International T r a d e  (OIT), in 

association with the Alaska Stale C h a m b e r  of C o m m e r c e ,  

sponsored the Alaska State booth at the s h o w .  Unlike m a n y

trade shows, the event w a s  o p e n  to the public for only four 

hours o n  the first d a y  of the s h o w .  T h e  remaining t w o  a n d  a 

half d a y s  of the event w e r e  spent me e t i n g  with the m o r e  

than 150 foreign b u y i n g  delegations f r o m  3 0  countries w h o  

w e r e  invited to the event b y  trade s h o w  organizers.

" T h e  Alaskans in attendance w e r e  fortunate," said Katelyn 

Carrigan, organizer of the event for OIT. "Alaska w a s  

u n i q u e  in the m i n d s  of the b u y i n g  delegates; there w a s  a 

great deal of interest in meeting w ith Alaskans. T h e r e  w a s  

J w a y s  meeting activity at o u r  booth."

C o m p a n i e s  or state agencies represented at the trade s h o w  

in person or with brochures included the Alaska State 

C h a m b e r  of C o m m e r c e ,  the Division of Tourism, the Alaska 

Seafood Marketing Institute, the Alaska State M u s e u m s ,  

H o b b s  Industries, Southeast Conference, Sealand, Alaska 

M o u n l a i n t o p  Spirits C o m p a n y ,  Arctic Slope Regional 

Corporation, Arctic Crossroads T r a d i n g  C o m p a n y ,  N A N A  

Corporation, Port of Anchorage, Fairbanks C o n v e n t i o n  a n d  

Visitors Bureau, M a t - S u  C o n v e n t i o n  a n d  Visitors Bureau, 

a n d  K o o t z n o o w o o  G o v e r n m e n t  Services.

" T h e  G o o d w i l l  G a m e s  T r a d e  S h o w  w a s  a n  excellent o p p o r ­

tunity for Alaskan businesses," said K a t h y  Tarr, A n c h o r a g e  

office m a n a g e r  for the Alaska State C h a m b e r  of C o m m e r c e ,  

"llie direct contacts m a d e  b e’ .veen Al a s k a n  businesses a n d  

the foreign delegates w e r e  very beneficial. T h e  mystique of 

Alaska w a s  a marketing tool that got attention." •

A l a s k a ,  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  W o r k  t o  S t r e n g t h e n  T r a d e  T i e s

Alaska a n d  British C o l u m b i a  recently took the first steps 

towards strengthening trade ties, discussing possible w a y s  

to i m p r o v e  transportation links b e t w e e n  the t w o  regions.

In a late July visit to British Columbia, International T r a d e  

Director B o b  P o e  m e t  with several C a n a d i a n  officials a n d  

executives in the first formal trade talks to be held since the 

signing of recent e c o n o m i c  cooperation agreements be t w e e n  

Alaska a n d  British C o l u m b i a .  Talk quickly turned to the 

need for m o r e  direct air routes —  both for passengers a n d  

cargo.

"logically, the first place to focus o u r  attention in develop­

ing a successful e c o n o m i c  relationship with British C o l u m b i a  

is transportation routes," said Poe, noting that nearly all 

routes f rom Alaska pass through Seattle. "This occupied 

9 5 %  of the meetings 1 had."

O n e  possibility, raised in a meeting with E d  Crau vo g,  vice 

president with C a n a d i a n  Airline International, is a n  air route

f r o m  Calgary to A n c h o r a g e  a n d  then o n  to To k y o .  C a n a d i a n  

Air currently flics the Calgary to T o k y o  route, a n d  P o o  said 

the airline is interested in w i n n i n g  the right to stop in 

Anchorage. S u c h  a flight w o u l d  require permission fro m  

Transportation D e p a r t m e n t  officials in W a s hington, D.C.

"Ibis type of w e e k l y  flight m a y  m a k e  sense for joint Lak e  

Louise, Banff a n d  Alyeska ski trips f r o m  Japan," said Poe. "I 

believe (that p u shing for)... A n c h o r a g e  stopover rights is 

o u r  best short-term opportunity."

P o e  a n d  R a y  Holland, director of the C a n a d a / U . S .  Branch 

of the Ministry of International Business a n d  Immigration, 

considered another idea: an air-sca-rail cargo link stretching 

f r o m  T o k y o  to the East Coast of C a n a d a ,  llie plan envisions 

cargo flights f r o m  T o k y o  to Anch o r a g e ,  container ships from 

A n c h o r a g e  to Prince Rupert, a n d  rail cars across to the 

Eastern seaboard. P o e  said officials are expected to pursue 

the transportation link possibilities in the c o m i n g  months. •
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A laska In te rn a tio n a l T rad e  D igest 
S ubscrip tio n  F orm

Please place m e  o n  y o u r  mailing list:

N a m e : ______________________________________________________

Organization:- 

A d d r e s s : -----

City, Stale, Zip:- 

P h o n e : ---------

F A X : Telex:

Trade Shows...(continued from page 10)

U N I T E D  S T A T E S

N o v . 2 9 - D e c . 2 T H I R D  U.S./CII1NA J O I N T  S E S S I O N  U N  

I N D U S T R Y ,  T R A D E .  A N D  E C O N O M I C  

D E V E L O P M E N  T, to be held at the Seattle 

International Trade Center. Conference pro­

vides opportunity to meet with Chinese busi­

ness leaders and trade officials. Contact: 

Center for International Cooperation, 206-728- 

1561, or call Bennett Brooks, OIT, 563-8226.

October 1991 U S A  S H O W C A S E  ’91. will be held in 

Budapest, Hungary. A n  exclusive exhibition of 

U.S. products, equipment and services avail­

able to the Eastern European marketplace. 

Contact: U S A  Showcase '91, 713-266-0610 

(phone) or 713-974-2058 (fax).

L . J

State of Alaska 

Office of the G o v e r n o r  

Office of International Trade

3601 C  Street, Suite 798 

Anchorago, Alaska 9 9 5 0 3

B U L K  R A T E  

U.S. P O S T A G E  

P A I D

Permit No. 105 

Anchorago, A K
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S e c o n d  K o r e a - A l a s k a  T r a d e  F a i r  R e s u l t s  

I n  M e a s u r e d  S u c c e s s

Despite m o n s o o n  rains, G o v e r n o r  

Steve C o w p c r ’s cancellation d u e  to the 

Special Session, a n d  other major 

activities taking place in Seoul simulta­

neously, attendance at the second 

Korca-Alaska T r a d e  Fair ( K A T F A )  well 

exceeded last year's event.

" K A T F A  '90 w a s  a n  u n ­

qualified success," said 

William Cullinane. M r .

Cullinane organized a 

booth at the K A T F A  trade 

s h o w  representing the 

Juneau E c o n o m i c  D e v e l ­

o p m e n t  Council, Goldbelt 

Inc., Inn at the Waterfront,

Juneau C o n v e n t i o n  a n d  

Visitors Bureau, Alaska 

Seafood, D o u g l a s  Island 

Pink &  C h u m ,  a n d  

S E A L A S K A  Corporation.

K A T F A  '90 w a s  held 

June 18-20 at the Seoul 

Hilton in Seoul, Korea.

Fifty-five Alaskans at­

tended K A T F A  represent­

ing over 40 private sector 

a n d  state g o v e r n m e n t  d e ­

partments. "Contacts m a d e  with Sou t h  

Korean business a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  

officials during the K A T F A  event will 

p a y  dividends for Alaska businesses," 

said B o b  Poe, Director of the Office of 

International Trade.

A  ribbon-cutting c e r e m o n y  o p e n e d  

the 2 I / 2  d a y  K A T F A  event with a 

w i d e  variety of dignitaries including 

the President of Korea Gas, Mr. Hec- 

S u n g  M o o n ;  the C h a i r m a n  of K O T F A  

a n d  nonorary representative of the 

State of Alaska Mr. S.K. Lee; the

President of the Korea National 

T o u r i s m  Corporation, Mr. Young-Kil 

C h o ;  the C h a i r m a n  of H y u n d a i  H e a v y  

Industries, Mr. M.J. C h u n g ;  a n d  past 

Minister of T r a d e  a n d  Industry, Mr. 

J.H. K e u m .  Representing the U.S. side 

w a s  U.S. A m b a s s a d o r  to Korea D o n a l d

Gregg; past U.S. A m b a s s a d o r  Richard 

Walker; President of the Alaska State 

C h a m b e r  of C o m m e r c e ,  G e o r g e  Krusz, 

M a y o r  Bill Noll of S e w a r d  represent­

ing the Alaska-Korea Business Council 

a n d  B o b  P o e  representing G o v e r n o r  

C o w p e r .

M iss Alaska U S A ,  Karin 

Meyer, greeted approxi­

mately 300 Ko r e a n  

business a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  

leaders w h o  attended the 

g r a n d  reception following 

the ribbon-cutting cere­

m o n y .  T h e  reception fea­

tured A l a s k a n  seafood, 

Attakiska v o d k a  a n d  

C h i n o o k  beer products 

w h i c h  w e r e  donated b y  

Icicle Seafoods, C o o k  

Inlet Processing, a n d  10th 

a n d  M  Seafoods, as well 

as Alaska M o u n t a i n t o p  

Spirits C o m p a n y  a n d  

Alaska B r e w i n g  C o m ­

pany.

A p p r o x i m a t e l y  50 

journalists representing a 

variety of print m e d i a  a n d  both major 

television n e t w o r k s  in Kor e a  attended 

the K A T F A  press conference. Both 

K B S  a n d  M I 3 C  featured the Alaskan 

visit o n  their June 19 m o r n i n g  n e w s  

edition, s h o w i n g  4 mi n u t e s  of coverage 

of the g r a n d  o p e n i n g  event a n d  trade 

sh o w .

C o m i n g  f r o m  as far a w a y  as Pusan 

to attend the trade s h o w ,  Korean 

business people s h o w e d  interest in 

importing A l askan fish, timber, vodka,

(s ee  KATFA  p a g e  I I )
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Director Poe's M essage..... ......2 Taiwan Office U pdate..... ........ 7
Gov. Cowper's R eport....... .......3 Trade Lead Bulletin......... ........8
Northern Regions................ ...... A Seafood N ew s................. ........ 9
Japan OfTice N ew s............. 6 Trade S how s..................... 10

lllaskan representatives at KflTFfl 90 press conference, 
rrom left to right: K.S. Vang, liana Drockivag, Jane flngvik, 
ambassador Hichard Walker, Dob Poe, Rep. Dave Dunley, 
and George Krusz.
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In spite of all this K A T F A ’90 w a s  a big success, but w h y ?

First, a lot of hard w o r k  w e n t  into the preparations for K A T F A  ’90. Katelyn 

Corrigan a n d  a long list of Alaskans she w a s  w o r k i n g  with did a n  excellent job 

with the Alaska-side preparations. A l askan participants w e r e  well prepared for 

their trip to Korea. Special arrangements a n d  schedules w e r e  m a d e  a n d  re-made. 

K.S. Y a n g  a n d  the other m e m b e r s  of the Alaska State Office in Seoul took care of 

every detail o n  the K o r e a n  side. Everything w a s  h a n d l e d  f r o m  invitation lists 

a n d  facility arrangements to the ice carvings at the o p e n i n g  reception. A n d  our 

Korean advertising firm, N a m ,  did a n  excellent job in p r o m o t i n g  the event. There 

w e r e  over 50 journalists at the K A T F A  ’90 press conference in Seoul. Try getting 

50 journalists to s h o w  u p  for anything in Alaska.

But, all of these a d v a n c e  preparations are to be expected, that's OlT's job. T h e  

real reason underlying the success of K A T F A  '90 should g o  to the Alaskan 

participants a n d  the Alaskans w h o  preceded t h e m  for so m a n y  years. W h a t  

b e c a m e  clear at the o p e n i n g  reception a n d  ribbon cutting c e r e m o n y  w a s  that all 

of the high p o w e r e d  K o reans  w h o  attended c a m e  d u e  to a true affi lily they have 

for Alaska a n d  Alaskans. Alaska has definitely built a strong base of support in 

Korea w h i c h  has c o m e  f r o m  m a n y  years of trading a n d  fr iendship.

T h e  other a c c o m p a n y i n g  reason w h y  K A T F A  '90 w a s  successful is the Alaskans 

w h o  traveled to Seoul. T h e y  traveled to K A T F A  with a true A l askan spirit. T h e y  

w e r e  w a r m  a n d  personal a n d  carried a belief in the future potential that Alaska 

a n d  Korea h a v e  as trading partners. S o m e  c a m e  to K A T F A  already k n o w i n g  

Korea a n d  Koreans, others c a m e  to learn a n d  to explore possibilities. But all 

c a m e  with the Alaskan w a r m t h  a n d  c h a r m  that has built this strong relationship 

with Korea.

K A T F A  '90 w a s  a success in m a n y  ways. T h e  o p e n i n g  reception w a s  well 

attended. M a n y  top dignitaries assisted in the ribbon cutting ceremony. T h e  

seminar a n d  booth exhibits w e r e  all well attended. Several deals w e r e  e v e n  

signed at the event itself. U.S. A m b a s s a d o r  D o n a l d  G r e g g  c o m m e n t e d  to m e  

w h e n  leaving the op e n i n g  reception, "This w a s  honestly a super event, I only 

wish m o r e  states k n e w  h o w  to d o  it right like Alaska".

T h e  real success is seeing the solid footing that underlies the A l a s k a / K o r e a  

partnership. •

.July 1990

A  m e s s a g e  f r o m  D i r e c t o r  

R o b e r t  P o e ,  J r .

• W h y  K A T F A  ' 9 0  w a s  a  S u c c e s s  •

K A T F A  '90 w a s  perhaps e v e n  m o r e  successful 

than K A T F A  '89. H o w e v e r ,  this success c a m e  in 

spite of s o m e  very s h a k y  d a y s  leading u p  to the 

event. T e n  d a y s  before K A T F A  '90 w a s  scheduled 

to begin G o v e r n o r  C o w p e r  w a s  forced, d u e  to the 

Special Legislative Session, to w i t h d r a w  f r o m  

leading the Alaskan delegation to Seoul. Next, w e  

learned that the K o r e a n  C h a m b e r  of C o m m e r c e  a n d  Industry (KCC1), a c o ­

sponsor of the event, w o u l d  be unable to attend K A T F A  d u e  to a conflicting set of 

meetings in Seoul. H a w a i i  w a s  staging a tourism trade s h o w  in Seoul at the s a m e  

time. Finally, the president of the Alaska Kor e a  Business Council, a co-sponsor, 

a n n o u n c e d  that while he w o u l d  be in Seoul the w e e k  of K A T F A ,  h e  w o u l d  not be 

participating in the trade fair.
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T A I W A N G i C H I N A H I  S O V I E T  U N I O N

G o v e r n o r  C o w p e r  M e e t s  w i t h  S o v i e t  P r e s i d e n t  G o r b a c h e v  o n  

P r o d u c t i v e  V i s i t  t o  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n

A  meeting with Soviet President 

Gorbachev, the signing of a n e w  trade 

u n d  cultural e x c h a n g e  a g r e e m e n t  with 

Alaska a n d  a n  address to leading 

A m e r i c a n  b u s i n e s s m e n  a n d  their 

Soviet counterparts highlighted m y  10- 

d a y  visit to the Soviet U n i o n  in late 

M a y .

Plans w e r e  m a d e  for s o m e  60 top 

Soviets to travel to A n c h o r a g e  in 

S e p t e m b e r  for the N o r t h e r n  Regions 

Conference, talks w e r e  held with key 

Soviet aviation, fisheries a n d  arctic 

science officials a n d  I m e t  with A m e r i ­

can A m b a s s a d o r  to the Soviet U n i o n  

Jack Matlock.

I consider the trip a success for 

several reasons. Important contacts 

w e r e  established at the highest levels 

in the Soviet g o v e r n m e n t ,  w h i c h  are 

certain to pr o v e  invaluable as Alaska 

continues to lead the nation in i m p r o v ­

ing relations with o u r  neighbors. I w a s  

pleased to hear f r o m  top Soviet 

officials including President G o r ­

bachev himself, that they appreciate 

Alaska's efforts.

T h e  a g r e e m e n t  1 signed with the 

Russian Federation, the largest of 13 

states in the country w h i c h  e n c o m ­

passes 1*15 million people, should 

ad v a n c e  Alaska trade a n d  scientific 

a n d  cultural exchanges. Alaska is o n e  

of only four states with such agree­

m e n t s  with the Federation.

1 traveled to M o s c o w  at the invita­

tion of the U S - U S S R  T r a d e  a n d  E c o ­

n o m i c  Council, a n  organization of 

s o m e  350 A m e r i c a n  c o m p a n i e s  a n d  200 

Soviet trade organizations, designed to 

p r o m o t e  trade b e t w e e n  the t w o  

countries. T h e  Council d o c s  a n  excel­

lent job of o v e r c o m i n g  the cultural 

barriers that inhibit trade b e t w e e n  the 

U S  a n d  Soviet Union.

M y  m e s s a g e  to the Council w a s  t w o ­

fold: be persistent, a n d  learn from 

those w h o  are breaking ground, 

including m a n y  Alaskans.

" K e e p  at it. If the proposal is basi­

cally sound, y o u  can probably m a k e  it 

work," I told several h u n d r e d  at the 

Council meeting. "It's possible to b e  

optimistic without being utopian a n d  

it's possible to be helpful without 

being presumptuous."

I w a s  p r o u d  to detail the multitude 

of Alaska-Soviet trade ventures 

including those involving the Alaska 

C o m m e r c i a l  C o m p a n y ,  Alascom, 

mineral a n d  fishing operations. T h e  

lessons 1 told the Council a n d  w h i c h  I 

believe Alaskans h a v e  learned f r o m  

their several years w o r t h  of dealings 

with the Soviets, include:

• Patience a n d  flexibility. O u r  

e c o n o m i c  systems are so different 

there is a m p l e  opportunity for m i s u n ­

derstanding. Sticking with it will pa y  

off in the end.

• Mu t u a l  benefit should be the 

operative term. Joint venture p r o m o t -  

ers f r o m  the U.S. should carefully 

think out a n d  explain the benefits to 

the Soviets, because they often d o  not 

understand them.

• Personal relationships are vitally 

important. W e  h a v e  learned in Alaska 

that mut u a l  trust a n d  friendships g o  a 

long w a y  in helping with business.

• R e m e m b e r  that the U.S. is the 

s y m b o l  of a free-market e c o n o m y .

I hose n e w  relations with the Soviet 

U n i o n  offer a historic opportunity to 

Americans, but also carry a n  obligation 

to b e  ethical a n d  honest.

T h e  three-page trade a n d  scientific/ 

cultural e x c h a n g e  agreement with the 

Russian Federation calls for e n h a n c e d  

contacts b e t w e e n  local governments, 

youth, cultural a n d  scientific groups, 

exchanges of expertise o n  environ­

mental p r o blems a n d  formation of a 

joint c o m m i s s i o n  to mee t  in A h s k a  

a n d  M o s c o w .

by Gov. Steve Cowper

1 signed the a g r e e m e n t  o n  behalf of 

Alaska a n d  for the Soviet side, it w a s  

signed b y  Leonid G o r s h k o v ,  deputy 

c h a i r m a n  of the Russian Federation 

Council of Ministers.

M y  other activities in the Soviet 

U n i o n  included:

• Me e tings with First D e p u t y  

Minister Vitalii Lushnikov, the second 

highest official of the Soviet Ministry 

of Fisheries, w h o  pledged further 

cooperation with Alaska to e n d  the use 

of high seas driftncts w h i c h  intercept 

Alaska a n d  Soviet-bound salmon.

• Meetings with officials of the 

Soviet Ministry of Aviation, w h e r e  1 

urged t h e m  to w o r k  expeditiously to 

establish regular air service b etween 

Alaska a n d  the Soviet Far East.

• A n  address to the People’s D e p u ­

ties in Leningrad, the governing b o d y  

of the country's second largest city oi 5 

million. Leningrad is considered a 

leader in driving e c o n o m i c  a n d  

political c h a n g e s  in that country a n d  

officials there w e r e  m o s t  anxious for 

further relations with Alaskans.

• Meeti n g s  with officials w h o  

oversee scientific research into p r o b ­

l ems of the Arctic. T h e  Soviets are 

m u c h  m o r e  a d v a n c e d  w h e n  it c o m e s  to 

scientific research into arctic problems 

than the U.S. a n d  are interested in joint 

research projects with Alaska.

• A  m eeting with G e n n a d i  Gerasi­

m o v ,  President Gorbachev's former 

s p o k e s m a n  a n d  a long-time friend of 

Alaska. G e r a s i m o v  has visited Alaska 

several times a n d  has played a major 

role in o p e n i n g  the boring Straits to 

exchanges b e t w e e n  Soviets and 

Alaskans. •
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N o r t h e r n  R e g i o n s  C o n f e r e n c e  S c h e d u l e

S a t u r d a y  &  S u n d a y ,  

S e p t e m b e r  1 5 - 1 6

Arrival/Hotel Ch e c k -  in 

Pre-conference T o u r s

S u n d a y ,  S e p t e m b e r  1 6

16:30-18:30 Pre-rcg.stration 

19:00-21:00 V I P  Reception - 

(invitation only)

Arctic Film Series

M o n d a y ,  S e p t e m b e r  1 7

Continental Breakfast 

at Hotel 

Registration 

Governors' S u m m i t  

W e l c o m e  A d d r e s s  B y  

G o v .  Steve C o w p e r  

Presentation B y  

Regional Leaders 

Break

L u n c h  - H o k k a i d o  

Presentation B y  

Regional Leaders 

Break

B a n q u e t  - Scandinavian 

K e y n o t e  Address: 

A m b a s s a d o r  B r o w n  o n  

U.S. Arctic Policy 

(Entertainment)

07:00-08:30

07:00-17:00

09:00-09:15

09:15-12:15

10:15-10:30

12:15-14:00

14:00-17:00

15:15-15:30

19:00

T u e s d a y ,  S e p t e m b e r  1 8

07:00-08:30 Continental Breakfast 

at Hotel

09:00-12:15 Governors' S u m m i t

(Governors &  staff only) 

Business F o r u m  

Political Section 

Social Section 

10:15-10:30 Break 

12:15-14:00 L u n c h  - Native Cultures 

14:00-17:00 Governors' S u m m i t  Final 

(Governors &  staff only) 

Business F o r u m  

Political Section 

Social Section 

15:15-15:30 Break 

16:00 Press Conference

17:45 B a n q u e t  a n d  train ride

to Portage Glacier

W e d n e s d a y ,  S e p t e m b e r  1 9

07:00-08:30

09:00-12:15

Continental Breakfast 

at Hotel 

Business F o r u m  

Political Section 

Social Section

10:15-10:30 Break 

12:15-14:00 L u n c h  -

Soviet A m b a s s a d o r  to US: 

Soviet Arctic Policy 

14:00-17:00 Business F o r u m  

Political Section 

Social Section 

15:15-15:30 Break 

19:00 B a n q u e t  - Russian

Ke y n o t e  Address: 

M c D o n a l d s  M o s c o w  

Representative 

(Entertainment)

T h u r s d a y ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 0

07:00-08:30 Continental Breakfast 

at Hotel

09:00-12:00 Presentations From: 

Governors' S u m m i t  

Business F o r u m  

Political Section 

Social Section 

10:15-10:30 Break 

12:15-14:00 L u n c h  - C a n a d a  

14:00-17:00 C o n c l u d i n g  P a n e l :

Vision for Arctic 

Cooperation 

15:1515:30 Break 

17:00-19:00 Reception 

19:00 Closing Festival - No r t h

to the Future 

K e y n o t e  Address:

G o v .  Steve C o w p e r  

(Entertainment)

F r i d a y ,  S a t u r d a y  &  S u n d a y ,  

S e p t e m b e r  2 1 -  2 3

N o r thern N e w s  Service 

Conf e r e n c e  

W o r k s h o p  Field Trips 

Post-conference T o u r s  

Departures

S im u lta n e o u s  In te rp re ta tio n  
o ffe red  in  th e  fo llo w in g  
lan g u ag es :

• English
• Japanese
• R ussian

F o r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  N o r t h e r n  R e g i o n s  C o n f e r e n c e  

p l e a s e  c o n t a c t :

N o. .h e rn  R egions M anagem ent Team  
3601 C S treet, S u ite  798 
A nchorage, AK 99503 

Telephone: (907) 561-2260 
Telefax: (907) 561-4577
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T A I W A N C H I N A H  S O V I E T  U N I O N

G o v e r n o r s '  

S u m m i t

T h e  Governors' S u m m i t  will 

explore m e a n s  of regional cooperation 

to protect the e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  d e ­

velop natural resources of the N o r t h  

1’acilic a n d  Arctic. N o r thern region 

participants include:

• Spitsbergen, N o r w a y  • Ho k k aido, 

Japan • G r e c n l a n d - D e n m a r k  •

• Soviet Far East Territories • 

•Heilongjiang, C h i n a  • Y u k o n ,  British 

Columbia, a n d  N o r t h  W e s t  Territories, 

C a n a d a  • Alaska, U S A  •

• Lapland, Finland •

• Stockholm, S w e d e n  •

W o r k s h o p s

$  U 1 $  S o c i a l  S e c t i o n

Three w o r k s h o p s  will focus o n  

concerns of northern living a n d  

indigenous peoples.

W o r k s h o p  subjects include:

• Education

• Circ u m p o l a r  health

• Northern living

M
- A .  P o l i t i c a l  S e c t i o n

W o r k s h o p  topics, with e m p h a s i s  o n  

legal issues in the North, 

will include:

• International trade l a w

• Legal rights of indigenous people

• Security a n d  political cooperation

f S B i >  N o r t h e r n  

N e w s  S e r v i c e  

C o n f e r e n c e

A p proximately 35 print journalists 

fro m  eight circumpolar nations will 

participate in the N o r thern Regions 

Conference. A  separate conference 

will follow o n  Friday, S e p t e m b e r  21. 

S p o n sored b y  Alaska Press C l u b  a n d  

Novosti Press, M o s c o w  U S S R .

T h i r d  N o r t h e r n  R e g i o n s  C o n f e r e n c e  

F o c u s e s  o n  B u s i n e s s  D e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  

A r c t i c  a n d  N o r t h  P a c i f i c

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  B u s i n e s s  F o r u m :  E c o n o m i c  C o o p e r a t i o n  

i n  a  C h a n g i n g  W o r l d

A  series of keynote addresses, panel 

discussions a n d  w o r k s h o p s  c o m b i n e  

to offer Northern Regions Conference 

participants an opportunity to address 

business d e v e l o p m e n t  in the North.

Business f o r u m  conveners Dr. John 

Siberl a n d  Mr. M a s a h i d o S h i b u s a w a  

h a v e  invited a distinguished g r o u p  of 

business a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  officials to 

address regional issues.

Dates:

T u e s d a y  a n d  W e d n e s d a y  S e p t e m b e r  

18-19,9:00 a.m-5:00 p.m.

Topic:

International business d e v e l o p m e n t  

in the Arctic a n d  Nor t h  Pacific

D a y  one:

Tuesday, S e p t e m b e r  18, the Business 

F o r u m  will o p e n  with a panel discus­

sion b y  six eminent authorities f r o m  

the Northern Region. T h e y  will 

explore northern markets a n d  financ­

ing, natural resource development, 

international fisheries, northern 

tourism development, a n d  infrastruc­

ture building of transportation a n d  

c o m m u n i c a t i o n  services. T h e  m o r n i n g  

addresses will be followed by panel 

discussions in the afternoon. Follow­

ing each session, there will Ik * a 

m o d e r a t e d  question a n d  a n s w e r  

period.

D a y  two:

W e d n e s d a y ,  S e p t e m b e r  19, the 

Business F o r u m  continues with in- 

depth w o r k s h o p s  o n  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

a n d  transportation, international 

fisheries, natural resource d e velop­

m e n t  a n d  northern technology, a n d  

northern m arkets a n d  financing. 

Conference conveners will focus the 

discussions o n  m o d e l s  for balanced 

e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  environ­

mental preservation.

Presentation of Findings:

Thursday, S e p t e m b e r  20, findings 

from this t w o - d a y  Business F o r u m  will 

be presented in the final m o r n i n g  

session. T h e s e  m o d e l s  will be incorpo­

rated into the afternoon concluding 

panel--Vision for Arctic Cooperation.

W o r k s h o p  Field Trips:

Friday, S e p t e m b e r  21, w o r k s h o p  

field trips will be offered to explore 

first-hand the K o d i a k  Island Fisheries, 

P r u d h o e  B a y  Oil Fields a n d  Interna­

tional Air-Sea C a r g o  Facilities.

E m i n e n t  Authorities Invited:

Artour Chilingarov, D e p u t y  Minis­

ter, U S S R ;  Ariyoshi O k u m u r a ,  Presi­

dent &  C E O ,  Industrial Capital Mgt. 

Tokyo, Japan; Seizo Ota, T O H O  

Mutual, To k y o ,  Japan; Russell S a u n ­

ders, Pres., S a u n d e r s  Inc, C a nada; 

Ja m e s  Wheeler, International, Federal 

Express, U S A ;  a n d  Z h a n g  X u w u ,  

CITIC, Beijing, China. •
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ALASKA JAPAN KOREA

U P S  C l o s e  t o  

A q u i r i n g  J a p a n  

A i r  C a r g o  R o u t e

In a recent decision, U.S. Depart­

m e n t  of Transportation J u d g e  Burton 

Kolko, endorsed United Parcel 

Service for the right to operate a n  air 

cargo route f r o m  A n c h o r a g e  to Japan 

Final approval o n  the r e c o m m e n d a ­

tion, w h i c h  is expected b y  October 1, 

m u s t  b e  m a d e  b y  Transportation 

Secretary S a m u e l  Skinner a n d  

President Bush.

T h e  n e w  air cargo route b e c a m e  

available w h e n  a n e w  bilateral 

aviation a g r e e m e n t  w a s  reached 

b e tween Japan a n d  the United States 

- op e n i n g  u p  a spot for o n e  all-cargo 

carrier. T w o  c o m p a n i e s  applied for 

the route, U P S  proposi ng  to use 

A n c h o r a g e  as its cargo hub, a n d  

E m e r y  W o r l d w i d e  go i n g  through 

Fairbanks.

In his r e c o m m e n d a t i o n ,  Judge 

Kolko indicaled that UPS' proposal 

presented a stronger mar k e t  outlook 

a n d  offered greater freight capacity 

than the E m e r y  plan. Japan is o n e  of 

the worlds m o s t  lucrative a n d  ex­

panding air cargo marke ts a n d  the 

U P S  proposal is better suited to m e e t  

those d e m a n d s .

United Parcel Service recently 

began w o r k  o n  a n e w  $3.6 million 

cargo-handling center at A n c h o r a g e  

International Airport a n d  expects to 

hire an additional 25 e m p l o y e e s  if 

they get the Japan route. •

T o k y o  O f f i c e  N e w s  U p d a t e

by Greta Anderson - Goto, Alaska State Office Tokyo

Fresh  A lask a  S a lm o n  H its  
J a p a n e se  S u p e rm a rk e ts ...

T h r e e  S u p e r m a r k e t  chains are 

featuring fresh Alaskan s a l m o n  in their 

stores! H a n k y u  Oasis, with over 25 

stores serving the O s a k a  a n d  K o b e  

areas, has b ee n  importing s a l m o n  from 

the C o p p e r  River area for 5 years a n d  

is n o w  quite popular with consumers. 

A s  part of their 30th anniversary cele­

bration, H a n k y u  is running a special 

in-store p r o m o t i o n  of Alaskan s^'mon.

For the first time, S u p e r m a r k e t  

" M a r u l o m o " ,  with eight stores in 

N u m a z u  city, Shizuoka prefecture, h a d  

a n  in-store p r o m o t i o n  of Alaskan 

seafood. F r o m  June 5-8, M a r u t o m o  

featured A laskan s a l m o n  a n d  crab.

Finally, Sciyu S u p e r m a r k e t  (part of 

the Seibu group) will be bolding an 

A m e r i c a n  Fair, July 5-8, w h e r e  they 

usually feature A m e r i c a n  food p r o d ­

ucts such as; beef a n d  fruit. This year, 

Sciyu will also feature A l a sk an  salmon. 

This will b e  quite a n  event, a n  opening 

c e r e m o n y  a n d  guests to include; repre­

sentatives f r o m  the U.S. D e p a r t m e n t  of 

Agriculture, W e s t e r n  United States 

Agricultural T r a d e  Association, a n d  

U!S. state offices (including the Stale of 

Alaska). Sciyu, w h i c h  operates 150 

supermarkets in the T o k y o  area, 

forecasts Alaskan s a l m o n  sales of u p  to 

4(H) million yen in 1990.

S eafo od  / S u rim i C o n v en tio n  
H ig h lig h ts ...

Mr. Kuroki, Director, D e p a r t m e n t  of 

Fisheries Administration in Japan a n d  

Mr. Salisbury, Attache with the U S  

E m b a s s y  in t o k y o  w e r e  the m a i n  

speakers at the 15th A n n u a l  All-Japan 

K a m a b o k o  Manufacturers Festival, in 

Shizuoka, Japan. Their presentations 

focused o n  tliree m a i n  topics; trends in 

ma r i n e  product consumption, future 

expansion of seafood c o n s u m p t i o n  a n d  

trends in the Japanese surimi market.

A c c o r d i n g  to Mr. Kuroki, the supply 

of seafood products is decreasing 

while the c o n s u m p t i o n  is rising. M o r e  

specifically, the d e m a n d  for live a n d  

g o u r m e t  fresh seafood products is 

increasing.

W h e n  addressing future expansion 

of the seafood market, Mr. Kuroki 

suggested that aggressive marketing of 

m a r i n e  products is likely a n d  that it 

will target l o w e r - c o nsumption groups 

such as; inland inhabitants a n d  the 

y o u n g e r  generation. Mr. Kuroki also 

predicted n e w  product d e v e l o p m e n t  

tor the general c o n s u m e r  in areas like; 

m a r i n e  products sold in combination 

with other products (frozen fish fillet 

with cheese sauce) a n d  n e w  types of 

surimi products (imitation crab).

Mr. Salisbury m a d e  the following 

predictions, regarding the Japanese 

surimi market. Japanese production of 

surimi is expected to decline d u e  to a 

reduced availability of source fish; 

howev e r ,  A m e r i c a n  surimi production 

is expected to increase. U.S. surimi 

exports to Japan should increase a n d  

contribute to the stabilization of prices 

a n d  current production levels in Japan. 

A  gradual increase in w o r l d w i d e  c o n ­

s u m p t i o n  of surimi products is e x ­

pected, a slight decline in Japanese 

c o n s u m p t i o n  is expected to be offset 

b y  an increased d e m a n d  b y  A m e r i c a n  

a n d  E u r o p e a n  consumers.

N o n -fish  N ew s...

A l askan glacier water is again 

m a k i n g  the news. Glacier water is the 

m a i n  ingredient of a specialty Japanese 

sake, " A r a s u k a  Monagatari" ( an 

A l a s k a n  story). T h e  sake sold for the 

first time last year. It is a limited 

production, targeted to the Japanese 

s u m m e r  gift market. This year the 

b r e w e r  plans to q u a d r u p l e  production,

20,000 bottles including 2000 for export 

to Alaska. •
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A l a s k a  O f f e r s  a  D e s i r a b l e  

V a c a t i o n  A l t e r n a t i v e  f o r  

t h e  T a i w a n  T o u r i s t

by Li Clwn, Alaska State Representative

Outside the Taipei W o r l d  T r a d e  

Center, w h e r e  the State of Alaska 

Taipei T r a d e  Office is located, the city 

simmers. A  m a s s  transit construction 

project blocks several roads, causing 

additional traffic j a m s  in the hot a n d  

c r o w d e d  city, o n e  can imagine w h a t  

kind of te m p e r  e v e r y b o d y  has. W i t h  

this i m a g e  in m i n d  it is easy to u n d e r ­

stand the d r a w  that Alaska holds as a 

tourism destination for the people of 

Taiwan.

Alaska, with its vast land, fresh air, 

clean water, natural beauty a n d  

exciting outdoor activities, is a n  ideal 

place for people f r o m  T a i w a n  to h a v e  a 

nice, comfortable a n d  cool vacation. 

H o w e v e r ,  according to Holland 

A m e r i c a n  Lines, out of 158,000 T a i w a n  

travellers visiting the United States 

only 1,000 w e n t  to Alaska.

Cruise passengers m a k e  u p  the 

majority of T a i w a n  tourists w h o  h a v e  

visited Alaska. A  typical Alaskan tour 

runs about 19 d a y s  a n d  costs approxi­

mately $6,500. This is quite expensive. 

A  definite opportunity exists to 

develop a variety of tours for the 

people of Taiwan.

Since the o p e n i n g  of the Alaska Slate 

Office in Taiwan, 1 h a v e  put tourism 

promotion as o n e  of m y  top priorities. 

Alaska, to the majority of T a i w a n  

people, is a cold a n d  icy place with few 

people. T h e  p r o m o t i o n  of Alaska as a 

tourism destination will not only 

increase the n u m b e r  of T a i w a n  visi­

tors, but also provide a n  opportunity 

to see Alaska as a n  area for trade a n d  

investment.

F r o m  M a y  22-28, a g r o u p  of T a i w a n  

tour wholesalers a n d  n e w s p a p e r  

reporters w o r e  hosted for a familiariza­

tion tour of Alaska. Spon sors in­

cluded: the Slate of Alaska Division of

Tourism, Alaska State Office in 

Taiwan, the Office of International 

Trade, Alaska convention a n d  visitors 

bu r e a u s  a n d  Grayline of Alaska with 

assistance f r o m  local vendors. N o r t h ­

west Airlines, Alaska Airlines a n d  

M a r k A i r  provided air travel. T h e  p u r ­

p ose of the tour w a s  to s h o w  the lure 

a n d  diversity of Alaska as a tour desti­

nation.

T h e  F a m  g r o u p  visited Juneau, 

Kodiak, Kotzebue, Fairbanks a n d  

A n c h o r a g e  a n d  w e r e  very well re­

ceived b y  each c o m m u n i t y ,  local 

convention a n d  visitors bureaus, 

hotels, restaurants a n d  tour c o m p a n i e s  

- thanks to everyone w h o  helped m a k e  

the tour a success. M a n y  of the g r o u p  

m e m b e r s  h a d  arranged A laskan tours 

for clients, but h a d  never b e e n  here 

themselves. This trip helped t h e m  get 

acquainted with Alaska a n d  think of 

n e w  itineraries for the T a i w a n  trav­

eller. M a n y  of the tour wholesalers are 

w o r k i n g  o n  n e w  tours w h i c h  arc less 

expensive a n d  m o r e  appealing to a 

variety of visitors.

Taiwan, a small country with a 

population of approximately 20 

million, boasts a strong e c o n o m i c  

earning power. According to the 

C h i n a  Post, (the English n e w s p a p e r  in 

Ta i w a n )  T a i w a n  tourists spent a p ­

proximately 4 billion U.S. dollars 

abroad last year. Understandably, 

wo r l d  competition for the T a i w a n  

tourist is vigorous, but Alaska has an 

advan t a g e  - a n  a b u n d a n c e  of clean air 

a n d  natural beauty. H o w e v e r ,  A las­

kan s  n eed to w o r k  hard to attract the 

international traveller b y  developing 

complete tour packages a n d  various 

itineraries.

1 h o p e  through the cooperation of 

Alaska state departments, convention 

a n d  visitors bureaus, local c o m m u n i ­

ties, airlines, lour companies, n e w s  

services,and individual Alaskans, w e  

will see m o r e  T a i w a n  visitors in 

Alaska. This F a m  trip is only the 

beginning of an effort to e n c o u r a g e  

T a i w a n  tourists to experience Alaska.

A l a s k a  a n d  

B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  

S i g n  E c o n o m i c  

A g r e e m e n t

A n  e c o n o m i c  cooperation agree­

m e n t  w a s  recently signed be t w e e n  

Alaska a n d  British Columbia. T h e  

a g r e e m e n t  calls for e n h a n c e d  trade 

b e t w e e n  the t w o  in areas such as 

tourism, transportation a n d  mineral 

development. B o b  Poe, Director of 

International T r a d e  a n d  D a v e  Parker, 

Minister of C r o w n  L a n d s  m e t  in 

Prince Rupert o n  Friday, June 8th a n d  

signed the agreement.

T h e  a g r e e m e n t  also calls for peri­

odic meetings b e t w e e n  Alaska s 

g o v e r n o r  a n d  the premier of British 

C o l u m b i a  "to review issues of 

m u t u a l  interest a n d  to monitor p rog­

ress t owards e n h a n c e d  joint coopera­

tive efforts."

"Alaska a n d  British C o l u m b i a  share 

not only a c o m m o n  border but a host 

of natural resources," C o w p e r  said. 

"By w o r k i n g  cooperatively w e  can 

d e v e l o p  those resources in a w a y  that 

benefits both o u r  citizens. This agree­

m e n t  could well lead to better c o o p ­

eration o n  issues ranging from 

fisheries a n d  tourism to regular air 

links b e t w e e n  Alaska a n d  V a n c o u ­

ver."

T h e  a g r e e m e n t  is likely to lead to 

expansion of a trade agreement 

reached b e t w e e n  the C a n a d i a n  a n d  

U.S. federal g o v e r n m e n t s  that a m o n g  

other things, permits the sale of 

Alaska oil to C a n a d a .  In the w o r k s  

for about a year, the agreement calls 

o n  the t w o  g o v e r n m e n t  leaders to 

appoint officials to serve as principal 

points of contact.

W a s h i n g t o n  state a n d  British C o ­

lumbia h a v e  already signed a similar 

a g r e e m e n t  w h i c h  h a s  resulted in joint 

tourism promotion. Ketchikan a n d  

Prince Rupert are nearing a final 

ag r e e m e n t  o n  a sister-city relation­

ship a n d  Alaska, British C o l u m b i a  

a n d  the Y u k o n  Territory already 

cooperate to p r o m o t e  tourism along 

the Alaska H i g h w a y .  •
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T r a d e  L e a d  B u l l e t i n
J A P A N

C U M  Co., Ltd.

Mr. Konishi

Okita Building, 10 F

9-13 Nishi-Nakajima, 3 c h o m c

Yodogawa-ku, Osaka City 532, Japan

PI ION E : 8 1 -6-306-4117

F A X :  81-6-306-4119

Japanese importer seeks high quality food 

products and machinery. Contact Mr. K o n ­

ishi directly.

N e w  Nissoi Coporation

Mr. Fumio Uirosc, Vice President 

5-16 Kohnan  3-chome 

Minalo-ku. T o k y o  108, Japan 

P H O N E :  81-3-458-3676 

F A X :  81-3-471-3689

Japanese c o m p a n y  seeks quality, unique 

Alaskan general merchandise, including; 

food, chemical and rubber products. C o n ­

tact Mr. Hi rose directly.

Tokyo Kitasui Corporation

Mr. Kojiro Matsui, Managing Director 

H1008,6-1 Kaigan 1-chomc 

Minato-ku, T o k y o  105, Japan 

P H O N E :  81-3-780-1385 

F A X :  81-3-432-3338

Japanese processor and distributor wishes to 

import frozen surf clam (no shell). Price 

quote requested. Contact Mr. Matsui or the 

Alaska State Office in Tokyo.

E x p o r t  T r a d e  L e a d s

AK O R E A

D o n g  Set) Trading Co.

Mr. Jin Tac, Sim, President

Shinpung B / D  3F 1200-4 Choryang 3 D o n g

Dong-Ku, Pusan, Korea

P H O N E :  82-51-464-5658

F A X :  82-51-464-5659

Korean co m p a n y  interested in finding a

source of 2-3 metric tons / per month of dried

sea cucumber.

N a m  Y a n g  Ind. Co., Ltd.

Mr. Chang Young, L i m

Section Clicif of Trading Department

Sung D o n g  P.O. B o x  49

216-8, Gucdui-Dong, Sungdong-Ku

Seoul, Korea

P H O N E :  82-2-453-6151

F A X :  82-2-453-4878

Firm requests catalogs, brochures and pric­

ing information on Alaskan produced food 

items.

Union Fishery Corporation

Mr. B o n g - M y u n g  Shin, Manager 

P H O N E :  82-51-243-7733 

F A X :  82-51-244-8550 

Corporation seeks Alaskan sources of cod­

fish, herring, dried c u c u m b e r  (whole), 

salmon (chum or other) and sea perch. 

Contact Mr. B o n g - M y u n g  Shin or Katclyn 

Carrigun at OIT.

T A I W A N  n y g

High D o n e  Industrial Co.. Ltd.

1, Alley 2, Lane 287. Nankang Rd.. See. 1

N a n  Kang, Taiwan

F A X :  886-2-786-3948

C o m p a n y  seeks housewares, educational

items, gifts and toys.

U N I T E D  S T A T E S  E g - . ;

Exposition F o o d  Services, Inc.

Mr. Arie Bos, President 

425 E n a  Road, Suite 1 A  

Honolulu. HI 96815 

P H O N E :  (808)973-3355 

Supplier of food concessions for interna­

tional trade shows and expositions seeks 

food anil beverage products.

Contact OIT at 561-55S5 for 
additional information.

H a n k y u  P r o m o t e s  G o u r m e t  A l a s k a n  I t e m s  I n  J a p a n

T w o  representatives of H a n k y u  Oasis 

De partment Store a n d  several represen­

tatives f r o m  N o z a k i  &  Co., H a n k y u ' s  

trading c o m p a n y ,  visited Alaska June

10-13 lo m e e t  with Alaskan businesses 

a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  officials. T h e  itinerary 

included a me e t i n g  with G o v e r n o r  

C o w p e r .  W h i l e  in Alaska, N o z a k i  & 
C o m p a n y  placed orders for Alaska 

Wilderness G o u r m e t  jams, Alaska H e r b  

an d  Tea Co. products, a n d  C o p p e r  

River red s a l m o n  to sell at the I Iankyu 

Oasis d e p a r t m e n t  stores in Japan.

I iankyu is credited for p r o m o t i n g  

"gourmet" Al a s k a n  food items in Japan 

including fish products, Atlakiska

Page fi

Vo d k a ,  ind C h i n o o k  Beer. T h e y  are 

also considering importing Alaska 

S u p r e m e  Ice C r e a m  a n d  W h i t e  K i n g  

salmon.

luring a meeting with Robert Poe, 

Mr. M a s a y u k i  Inouc, Corporate Direc­

tor of Sales a n d  M e r c h a n d i s e  f r o m  

1 Iankyu Oasis expressed the personal 

interest of H a n k v u  in a long-term 

relationship witn Alaska a n d  the 

continued import of high quality 

Alaskan products. "Alaska is unique 

a n d  holds great mystique in Japan," 

siid Inone. "1 i a n k y u  is c o m m i t t e d  to 

p r o m o t i n g  g o u r m e t  Alaskan products 

f r o m  this pristine region."

In D e c e m b e r  of 1989, H a n k y u  

brought 2 Alaskan chefs to Osaka,

Japan to demonstrate s a l m o n  prepara­

tion at the g r a n d  o p e n i n g  of a n  Alaskan 

fish section of their n e w  O s a k a  store. 

Plans are u n d e r w a y  b y  H a n k y u  a n d  the 

Office of International T r a d e  for a n  

A l a s k a n  non-professional s a l m o n  

cooking contest to take place in N o v e m ­

ber. T o p  w inners of the competition 

w o u l d  b e  given a n  expense-paid trip to 

Japan to demonstrate s a l m o n  cooking 

to Japanese housewives. •
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H e l p f u l  H i n t s  f o r  B u s i n e s s  S u c c e s s  i n  

t h e  J a p a n e s e  S e a f o o d  M a r k e t

T h e  reports y o u  hear about the strict 

Japanese seafood market regarding 

quality, freshness a n d  pac kaging arc 

true! Following are s o m e  valuable tips 

a n d  suggestions for a successful busi­

ness experience in the Japanese market 

(compiled f r o m  fisheries reports, 

discussions with seafood buyers a n d  

importers, a n d  other fisheries experts).

• K e e p  products fresh. W h e t h e r  

fresh or frozen, freshness is a critical 

element in selling y o u r  product.

• B e  particular about sanitary 

control. Japanese sanitary requirements 

are very strict. It m i g h t  be useful to 

have a w o r k i n g  k n o w l e d g e  of Japanese 

sanitary requirements, especially if y o u  

plan to export directly. O n c e  a tirm 

establishes a reputation for unsanitary 

handling, it is very difficult for that 

c o m p a n y  to regain access to the market.

• O b s e r v e  standards. C o m m e r c i a l  

value is directly related to size a n d  

other standards set b y  the industry.

• S u p p l y  products that m a t c h  c o n ­

s u m e r  needs a n d  tastes. Important 

characteristics include; freshness, color, 

texture, taste, smell, external ap p e a r ­

ance a n d  size. C o n s u m e r  needs vary 

with fish type, but generally speaking, 

bright colors, a n d  u n d a m a g e d  tails a n d  

bodies are preferred.

• It is helpful to understand Japanese 

eating habits. In m a n y  cases marine 

products arc destined for use in r a w  

slices, as in sashimi, a n d  sushi, or 

portion cuts for use in lunch boxes. If 

y o u  h a v e  an idea w h e r e  y o u r  product is 

destined it m a y  help y o u  m a r k e t  it 

accordingly.

• Packag e y o u r  product with care. 

First appearances count! E v e n  if y o u  

h a v e  provided y o u r  buy e r  with a top 

quality product, negligence in the 

packaging m a y  result in you r  loss. P ack 

neatly a n d  m i n i m i z e  d a m a g e  to cases 

a n d  w r a p p i n g  paper. Consider check­

ing with y our buy e r  as to the type of 

packing materials a n d  m e t h o d s  they 

prefer. For ready to retail items k eep in 

m i n d  that the Japanese c o n s u m e r  likes 

to see the product they are buying.

Also consider a label that identifies 

y o u r  ma r i n e  product as Alaskan.

• Stable, consistent supply is ex­

pected. V e r y  simply, steady supply 

helps ensure a stable price w h i c h  pro­

m o t e s  a stable market.

• Y o u r  potential Japanese partner is 

curious about y o u  a n d  y o u r  product. In 

addition to providing samples, price 

a n d  v o l u m e  offered y o u  m a y  w a n t  to 

include information o n  the fishing 

season a n d  the type of facilities y o u  

o w n  or h a v e  access to.

• T h e  Alaskan industry should not 

hesitate to get to k n o w  its buyers a n d  

potential buyers a n d  market to them. 

O n e  tiling w e  consistently hear is h o w  

well a n d  aggressively the N o r w e g i a n s  

ma r k e t  their product.

• The r e  is r o o m  for "specialty fisher­

ies" d e v e l o p m e n t  as well as develop­

m e n t  of fisheries waste industries. For 

example, Alaskan industries could be 

m a k i n g  profits f r o m  crab shells, fish 

bones, fish oil, etc.

• In order to m a x i m i z e  benefits, the 

Alaskan seafood industry should stay 

o n  top of d e v e l o p m e n t s  in the gr o w i n g  

surimi market. •

S e a f o o d  B y - p r o d u c t s :  G r o w i n g  M a r k e t ,  G r e a t  O p p o r t u n i t y

by Krys Holms, Alaska Fisheries Development Foundation

W o r l d  m arkets are developing for 

seafood by-products like fish meal, oil, 

skins, protein concentrate a n d  shellfish 

waste products, a n d  Alaskan seafood 

producers h o p e  to capture those 

markets in the future. At a recent 

conference a i m e d  at Alaskan fish 

processors, by-product specialists fro m  

ar o u n d  the w o r l d  explained developing 

processing technology, analyzed 

market trends a n d  explored Alaska’s 

potential as a major supplier of b y p r o ­

ducts. T h e  conference w a s  called 
"Billions of P o u n d s  of Protein," a n d  w a s  

sponsored b y  Alaska Fisheries D e v e l o p ­

m e n t  Foundation, the University of 

Alaska Sea Grant Program, a n d  about 

20 private companies.

T h e  37 speakers g a v e  a broad v i e w  of 

the world seafood by-products activi­

ties a n d  h o w  Alaskan c o m p a n i e s  can 

break into the market. In s u m m a r y ;

• W o r l d  fish m e a l  production peaked 

in 1986 at 6.7 million metric tons; the 

1989 estimated production w a s  6.5 

million m  t. A b o u t  1 0 %  of the world's 

fish mea l  n o w  is used in aquaculture 

feeds, a market that is expected to g r o w  

1 4 %  b y  1992 a n d  2 2 %  b y  2(XX). S o m e  

believe the world market for aquacul­

ture feed m e a l  will be 1.5 million m.t. 

b y  Ihe e n d  of the decade.

• Quality a n d  consistency of product 

will b e c o m e  increasingly important o n  

the world market. By-products plants 

a r o u n d  the wor l d  are Doing renovated 

for sanitation purposes.

• Alaska's estimated fish meal pro­

duction capacity in 1991 will be 3,500 

m.t. per d a y  from shore plants a n d

3,(XX) m.t. per d a y  f r o m  processing 

ships.

• C o m p a n i e s  gelling into by-prod­

ucts production n o w  could d o  well to 

focus o n  higher-value products such as 

refined fish oils, hydrolysate a n d  chitin 

f r o m  shellfish wastes, rather than o n  

lower-valued meal, s o m e  speakers said.

T h e  three-day conference generated 

intense interest f r o m  c o m p a n i e s  around 

the wor l d  in Alaska's seafood products 

a n d  by-products. For m o r e  information 

about the conference, or to obtain 

copies of proceedings (available in lale 

1990), call Alaska Fisheries D e v e l o p ­

m e n t  Foundation, (907) 276-7315. •
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A l a s k a  t o  

P a r t i c i p a t e  i n  

U p c o m i n g  T r a d e  

S h o w s

K orea W orld  T rave l F air

For the third year in a r o w  the State 

of Alaska will participate in the Korea 

W o r l d  Travel Fair ( K O T F A ) ,  the 

largest travel trade s h o w  in Korea. 

Last year, the visitor count at K O T F A  

totaled 77,050 (3,450 travel profes­

sionals a n d  73.600 general c o n s u m ­

ers). K O T F A  '90 will take place 

Se p t e m b e r  6-9,1990 at t h c K O E X  

Center in Seoul. Call Katelyn Carri­

g a n  at 561-2079 or 561-5585 for m o r e  

information o n  h o w  y o u  could be 

part of K O T F A  '90.

G o o d w ill G am es T ra d e  S how

T h e  1990 G o o dwill G a m e s  Trade 

S h o w ,  being held A u g u s t  1-3,1990 in 

Seattle, Washington. T h e  trade s h o w  

is a n  opportunity for Alaskans to 

present Alaska's tourism industry, 

a n d  display Alaskan export products, 

services a n d  investment opportuni­

ties to foreign b u y i n g  delegations 

w h o  will be :n  Seattle for tne G o o d ­

will G a m e s  a n d / o r  hosted b y  the U.S. 

Tra d e  a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t  Program.

M o r e  than forty countries a n d  

regions will b e  participating in the 

1990 Goodwill G a m e s .  All countries 

sending athletes to the G a m e s  h a v e  

been encouraged b y  the U.S. Trade 

a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t  P r o g r a m  a n d  the 

1990 Goodwill Gamer. Seattle O r g a n ­

izing c o m m i t t e e  to send b u y i n g  

delegations. O t h e r  countries not 

participating in the G a m e ' s  competi­

tion are also being hosted at the 

Exhibition o n  a select basis.

T h e  State of Alaska will h a v e  a 

1,200 square foot suite in w h i c h  to 

exhibit products, present tourism in­

formation, Alaskan services a n d  

investment opportunities. If y o u  arc 

interested please contact Katelyn 

Carrigan at 561-2079 or 561-5585. •

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  T R A D E  S H O W S

. • J  JAPAN
October 1-4 N E W  I M P O R T  B U S I N E S S  F A I R  '90. held in Tokyo. T h e  fair will

focus on manufactured g<x>ds and provide an opportunity to display 

producLsand hold business meetings. Contact: Mr.Tatcishi, M I P R O ,  

phone: 81-3-988-2791 &  fax: 81-3-988-1629

M a n ’ll 12-16 F O O D E X  J A P A N  '91. The largest exhibition in Japan for fcxxl and

beverage. Over 8(),0<X) domestic and international food industry 

visitors expected. Contact: Mr. Otani, Japan M anag e m e n t  Assoc., 

phone: 81-3-434-6211 & fax: 81-3-434-8076 or contact the Alaska 

Slate Office Tokyo.

V KOREA
September 6-9 K O T F A  '90 the premier tourism fair in Korea. For more information 

please contact: Katelyn Carrigan, O I T  at 561-5585.

October 26-28 K O R E A  VISIT U S A  F A I R  ‘90, a targeted opportunity for the 

Alaskan tourism industry to gel valuable experience in Korea. C o n ­

tact: Katelyn Carrigan, at 561-5585.

Oct. 30-Nov. 5 S E O U L  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  T R A D E  F A I R  '90, one of the largest 

Korean trade fairs, an opportunity for Alaskan businesses to display 

their products and explore joint ventures possibilities. Contact: 

Katelyn Carrigan, O I T  at 561-5585.

TAIW AN
N o v e m b e r  7-11 T A I P E I  I N T L G I F r  & STA T IO N ERY  (A U TU M N ) SHOW . lobe 

held in the Taipei World Trade Center. Contact: C E T R  A  Exhibition 

Dept., phone: 886(02)725-1111. fax: (02)725-1314.

H  UNITED STATES
August 1-3 1 9 9 0 G O O D W I !  L G A M E S  I N T  L  T R A D E  E X H I B I T I O N ,  Seattle,

Washington U S A .  Exhibiting future prospects for natural resources, 

advanced technologies, lifestyles and services, Contact: Katelyn 

Carrigan, O I T  at 561-5585.

October 1991 U S A  S H O W C A S E  '91 will be held in Budapest, Hungary. A n

exclusive exhibition of U.S. products, equipment and services avail­

able to the Eastern European marketplace. Contact: U S A  

Showcase '91. phone: (713) 2664)610, fax: (713) 974-2058

l'r«c 10 .July 1900



TAIWAN CHINA SOVIET UNION

K A T F A . .  . (con tinued  from  pag e  1)

s m o k e d  salmon, a n d  other c o n s u m e r  

products. T o u r i s m  opportunities in 

Alaska w a s  also a hot topic at K A T F A .  

Questions w e r e  fielded b y  representa­

tives f r o m  ‘.he Division of Tourism, 

MarkAir, Alaska Sightseeing, Ultima 

Thule, a n d  Superstar Travel of Seoul -- 

the c o m p a n y  w h o  brought 800 Ko r e a n  

tourists to Alaska last s u m m e r  with 

plans to bring over 1,000 m o r e  this 

s u m m e r  beginning July 25,1990.

Olh c r  Alaskan c o m p a n i e s  repre­

sented at K A T F A  include Alaska 

Glacier Products, K e y  B a n k  of Alaska, 

Alaska Battery, Alaska Loggers 

Association, National B a n k  of Alaska, 

Usibelli Coal Mines, Silver Lining 

Seafoods, United Parcel Service a n d  

Y u k o n  Pacific C o m p a n y .

P o e  said state-sponsored foreign 

trade fairs, while seen as just" g l a m o r ­

o u s  boondoggles" b y  some, are a cost- 

effective w a y  to allow m a n y  business 

people to m a k e  foreign trade contacts. 

M a n y  of those w h o  participate repre­

sent small c o m p a n i e s  that couldn t 

afford to arrange suc h  trips o n  their 

o w n .  ' The only w a y  to d o  it is person­

ally. W h a t  O I T  is able Io d o  with these 

kinds of trips is to reduce the cost 

through e c o n o m i c s  of scale," continues 

Poe.

A l t h o u g h  international trade takes 

patience a n d  persistence, a n d  m u s t  be 

v i e w e d  o n  the long-term for overall 

business success, K A T F A  resulted in 

progress t o w a r d  several business 

deals. Arctic Glacier Products, w h i c h  

m a k e s  a s h a m p o o  a n d  other toiletries 

using Alaskan glacier water, is close to 

completing a deal allowing it Io sell its 

products in South Korea.

"l()th a n d  M  Seafoods m e t  with the 

head of a consortium that handles the 

distribution of products sold in Korean 

hol d s  a n d  restaurants," said Poe, " A n d  

they're interested."

Other events associated with K A T F A  

include a briefing organized b y  the 

Alaska State Seoul Office to prepare 

first time Alaskan visitors o n  business 

practices a n d  protocol in Korea; a 

historical tour of Seoul; a w e l c o m i n g  

reception at the h o m e  of G r e g g  a n d  

P u - Y o n g  Brelsford (Gregg is a n  

Alaskan o n  a 2-year w o r k  experience 

at a l a w  firm in Seoul); a seminar o n  

" h o w  to d o  business in Alaska" for 

Korean business people; a n d  a lunch­

e o n  hosted b y  the Alaska International 

Airport S y s t e m  G i n a  Marie Lindsey 

m a d e  a presentation to K o r e a n  busi­

ness people during the luncheon o n  

the international air cargo opportuni­

ties that exist in Alaska a n d  invited 

K o r e a n  c o m p a n i e s  to take a closer look 

at the value of using the Alaska 

International Airports.

K A T F A  '90 w a s  sponsored b y  the 

Governor's Office of International 

Trade, the Alaska State C h a m b e r  of 

C o m m e r c e  a n d  the Alaska Korea 

Business Council.

" M y  m e a s u r e  of success," said 

Katelyn Carrigan, coordinator of the 

event,"was the positive c o m m e n t s  

from the Alaskans w h o  attended a n d  

the n u m b e r  of individual business 

meetings that e m e r g e d  f r o m  contacts 

m a d e  at the K A T F A  events. T h e  

meetings are the first step in increased 

trade b e t w e e n  Alaska a n d  Korea." •

A  S p e c i a l  T h a n k  Y o u

T h e  G o v e r n o r’s Office of Interna­

tional T r a d e  w o u l d  like to say thank 

y o u  a n d  g o o d - b y e  to Greta Ander s o n -  

G o t o  a n d  Chris Senungetuk, both of 

w h o m  h a v e  recently left their positions 

with »he office.

Greta, b orn a n d  raised in Alaska, has 

b een a ira^e specialist in the Alaska

Stale Office - T o k y o  for the past year. 

Chris, also a life long Alaskan, has 

completed his o n e  year intern position 

with O I T  a n d  recently accepted a job 

with D u t y  Free Shoppers, Ltd.

W e  will miss Greta a n d  Chris, but 

wish t h e m  the best in their future 

cffn is. •

J a p a n e s e  B a n k  

L o a n s  N o w  

A v a i l a b l e  t o  

F o r e i g n  C o m p a n i e s

In another effort a i m e d  at increas­

ing the country's level of imports, the 

Export-Import B a n k  of Japan ( E X I M  

Japan) recently launched a n  import 

finance p r o gram.  Previously, E X I M  

Japan funds w e r e  available only to 

corporations in Japan. W i t h  the n e w  

program, foreign c o m p a n i e s  are n o w  

eligible to receive loans for the p u r ­

pose of increasing the m o v e m e n t  of 

g o o d s  to Japan.

This p r o g r a m  is a result of the 

Japanese government's c o m m i t m e n t  

to resolving the country's long­

standing trade surplus. Oth e r  g o v ­

ernment-sponsored import p r o m o ­

tion p r o g r a m s  include; tax incentives, 

tariff reductions a n d  eliminations, 

a n d  foreign b u y i n g  missions.

Eligible borrower? f r o m  E X I M  

Japan n o w  include foreign corpora­

tions planning to m a k e  n e w  invest­

m e n t s  to e x p a n d  production capacity 

or to p r o m o t e  production a n d / o r  

sales. Foreign financial institutions 

lending to such c o m p a n i e s  are 

eligible as well.

U p  to 70 percent of the total re­

quired financing m a y  b e  borrowed. 

There is n o  u p p e r  limit o n  the size of 

each loan, w h i c h  can b e  in y e n  or 

dollars. Eligible import items range 

fro m  chemicals a n d  related products 

to m a n u f actured g o o d s  a n d  m a c h i n ­

ery. M a n u f a c t u r e d  g o o d s  are classi­

fied either b y  material of m a n u f a c ­

ture or b y  specific article.

For further information, please 

contact the m a i n  office of the Export- 

Import B a n k  of Japan, or the Office of 

International Trade. •
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ALASKA JAPAN KOREA

I------------------------------------------------------------------- 1

A laska In tern a tio nal T rad e  D igest 
S ubscrip tion  Form

Please place m e  o n  y o u r  mailing list:

N a m e : _____________________________________________________

Organization: - 

A d d r e s s : -----

City, State, Zip:----------------------------------------------

P h o n e : ------------------------------------------------------

F A X :  ------------------------ Telex:------------------------

I _ __________________________________________________ I

V -

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  O p p o r t u n i t y :  

J a p a n  S t u d y  P r o g r a m

T h e  Ministry of International T r a d e  a n d  Industry of Japan 

(MITI) a n d  Japan External T r a d e  Organization (JEI'RO) are 

sponsoring a n  Export to Japan S t u d y  P r o g r a m  a n d  have 

designated t w o  positions for Alaskans. rl ne study p r o g r a m  

is part of the e x p a n d e d  Japanese effort to encourage import­

ing (see M a r c h  issue of the T r a d e  Digest, p a g e  8).

T h e  study p r o g r a m  offers a n  opportunity for business 

people a n d  trade experts to visit Japan a n a  study local 

m a r k e t  conditions, identify potentials for n e w  imports a n d  

de v e l o p  business contacts. T h e  ten d a y  p r o g r a m  provides 

travel, r o o m  a n d  board, a n d  a first h a n d  opportunity to 

observe the Japanese e c o n o m y .

If y o u  are interested in applying for the study p r o g r a m  

please send a cover letter a n d  r e s u m e  to the Office ol Inter­

national Trade. Please include the following information: 

type of business, personal history (education a n d  w o r k  

experience), Japanese business or organization contacts, 

previous visits to Japan, if any, a n d  w h a t  y o u  h o p e  to gain 

f r o m  participation in the study program.

Contact:

Lisa Curtis

Office of International T r a d e  

3601 C  Street, Suite 798 

Anchorage, A K  99503 

Phone: 561-5585 

Fax: 561-4577

State of Alaska 

Office of tho G o v e r n o r  

Office of International Trado

3601 C S tre e t, S u ite  798 
A n ch o rag e . A laska  9 9 5 0 3
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G o v e r n o r  C o w p e r  t o  L e a d  

K A T F A  D e l e g a t i o n

T h e  Korea Alaska T r a d e  Fair 

( K A T F A )  '90 will o p e n  ils doors o n  

June 18 with a g r a n d  reception featur­

ing Alaskan food a n d  beverage p r o d ­

ucts. G o v e r n o r  C o w p e r  will b e  the 

featured speaker at the first evenings 

festivities. T h e  three-day event to be 

held at the five-star Hilton Hotel will 

include a reception; a trade fair featur­

ing Alaskan trade, investment a n d  

tourism opportunities; a seminar o n  

" h o w  to d o  business in Alaska"; a n d  a 

brief introduc­

tion o n  business 

a n d  protocol in 

Korea.

D u e  to conflict­

ing events, the 

dates of K A T F A  

'90 w e r e  c h a n g e d  

from late April to 

June 18-20. This 

c h a n g e  in dates 

also avoids a 

peak tourist 

season in Korea 

running from

April through M a y .  Traditionally 

during the " Go ld en Season," as it is 

called, Japanese tourists visit Korea in 

large numbers. 1 lotels run at 100 

percent o c c u p a n c y  a n d  prices escalate.

KATFA '89 was a great success. It 
hail immediate and tangible results," 
said Bill Noll, Mayor of Seward 
"Seward saw hundreds of Korean 
tourists in the summer of 1989-a  
first for Seivard, and a first for the 
Koreans. We will certainly attend 
KATFA in 1990!"

" K A T F A  is a n  opportunity to get a 

lot of b a n g  for y o u r  b u c k  in interna­

tional marketing," said B o b  Poe, 

Director of the Governor's Office of 

International Trade. "It's expensive to 

market overseas a n d  it takes patience. 

But b y  participating in K A T F A  you're 

a part of the K A T F A  advertising a n d  

m e d i a  coverage, a n d  arc given the best 

opporlui ity to m e e t  friends of Alaska 

in Korea. T h o s e  Koreans m o s t  inter­

ested in doi n g  business with Alaska 

will attend 

K A T F A  

functions."

Bill Noll, 

M a y o r  of 

S e w a r d  encou r­

ages cities, 

businesses, a n d  

organizations 

to attend Katfa.

Mr. K.S. 

Yang, Alaska 

Stale R e p r e s e n ­

tative in Korea, 

will b e  in Alaska in early April in part 

to p r o m o t e  K A T F A .  Mr. Y a n g  will be 

the featured speaker at the Alaska 

State C h a m b e r  of C o m m e r c e  Business 

R o u n d  Table L u n c h e o n  o n  Friday, 

April 6.

(mx* KATTA . . . p a g e 7 )

I n s id e . . .
Director Poe s M essog:..............2
Gov. Cowjxt's R eport................3
Northern Regions........................4
Tuiwun Office l^xlute.................7

Trade I^cod Bulletin.................. 8
eJapan Office Update................. 9
Trade S how s.............................10
Air Cargo..................................... 11

A l a s k a ' s  E x p o r t s  

N e a r l y  D o u b l e d  I n  

L a s t  T h r e e  Y e a r s

T h e  sale of Alaska g o o d s  a n d  serv­

ices a br oa d h a v e  g r o w n  a w h o p p i n g  

98 percent over the past three calen­

d a r  years. Last year's exports j u m p e d  

b y  m o r e  than 24 percent with seafood 

a n d  timber sales leading the way.

Alaska's export total for 1989 w a s  

$2.5 billion c o m p a r e d  to $2 billion in

1988. Sales to C a n a d a ,  Central a n d  

Sou t h  A m e r i c a  a n d  the Caribbean 

skyrocketed b y  almost 100 percent 

o v er  1988 to a total of $70 million.

Asia b o u g h t  24 percent m o r e  Alaska 

products a n d  services last year while 

E u r o p e  increased b y  28 percent.

"Alaska has established itself as a 

m a j o r  player in the world marketplace 

a n d  has p r o v e n  to other nations that it 

m a k e s  g o o d  e c o n o m i c  sense to d o  

business here," C o w p e r  said. "The 

steady increase in exports over the 

past three years demonstrates that 

e c o n o m i c  diversification through 

foreign trade is succeeding in Alaska."

T h e  latest trade figures, compiled by 

the University of Alaska Center for 

International Business, s h o w  that 

w o r l d w i d e  sales of seafood products 

f r o m  Alaska in 1989 g r e w  b y  20 

percent to m o r e  than $1 billion.

Alaska timber sales w o r l d w i d e  also 

g r e w  b y  20 percent for a total of $655 

million.

Alaska's strategic geographical 

location w a s  a key ‘lctor in the w o r l d ­

w i d e  export of miscellaneous p r o d ­

ucts swelling b y  115 percent to $558

(*v (>)
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B y  January three carriers, Japan Airlines (JAL), K o r e a n  Airlines ( K A L )  a n d  

C h i n a  Airlines ( C A L )  h a d  all temporarily halted service through Anchorage. In 

response to this, G o v e r n o r  C o w p e r  asked m e  to m e e t  with top m a n a g e m e n t  from 

each carrier to see w h a t  could be done. A  similar trip w a s  m a d e  to E u r o p e  b y  

A n d e r s  W e s l m a n  f r o m  the Alaska International Airport S y s t e m  (AIAS), and, the 

carriers returned t w o  w e e k s  later.

W h e t h e r  it w a s  our persuasive a r g u m e n t s  to return, or the sheer e c o n o m i c s  of 

flying through Alaska, w h i c h  b ro ught the carriers bac k  is not clear. But, they w ere 

back.

K A L  recently a n n o u n c e d  that it w o u l d  s o o n  start routing its Seoul/Paris a n d  

S e o u l / L o n d o n  flights through the Soviet Union. M a n a g e m e n t  cited the 4 hours in 

flying time w h i c h  could be avoided this w a y ,  and, the corresponding reduction in 

aircraft operating costs. This decision b y  K A L  w a s  not a surprise, but it definitely 

wasn't g o o d  news.

T h e  emotional conclusion m y  m i n d  j u m p e d  to w a s  to b l a m e  our troubles o n  the 

volcano, but I k n e w  that really wasn't the problem. T h e  m o v e  b y  passenger 

carriers to use the n e w  Boeing 747-400 a n d  to m a k e  use of Soviet air space w a s  not 

totally unexpected. O n l y  n o w  the threat is reality.

But, all is not lost; A I A S  has a strategic plan. It's based o n  the idea that w e  can't 

beat technology (i.e., ask Boeing to stop m a k i n g  the 747-400) or fight the benefits 

of the o p e n i n g  of Soviet air space. W h a t  w e  can d o  is w o r k  to m a x i m i z e  our 

strengths as a tourism destination a n d  w o r l d  cargo hub.

G o o d  progress has been m a d e  with this strategic plan. International tourism is 

up. Federal Express’ world cargo h u b  is in A n c h o r a g e  a n d  is continually e x p a n d ­

ing, a n d  A n c h o r a g e  received designation as a Foreign T r a d e  Zone. Both E m e r y  

a n d  U P S  chose Alaska for their future Pacific R i m  bases, a n d  the parts b a n k  w a r e ­

houses are just a r o u n d  the comer. M u c h  of this progress is d u e  to a close w o r k i n g  

relationship b e t w e e n  A I A S ,  OIT, A I D E A  a n d  the Division of Tourism.

T h e  threat of overflights d u e  to technology i m p r o v e m e n t s  a n d  the o p e n i n g  of 

Soviet air space is u p o n  us. A n d ,  the A I A S  strategic plan is working; things are 

m o v i n g  strongly in the right direction. N o w  is definitely not the time to panic or 

place blame. N o w  is the time to w o r k  together not for personal glory, but for the 

future of Alaska.

A  m e s s a g e  f r o m  D i r e c t o r  

R o b e r t  P o e ,  J r .

B o b  V e r s u s  t h e  V o l c a n o

In D e c e m b e r  of last year I w o k e  to the n e w s  that 

Mt. R e d o u b t  h a d  a w aken. S p e w i n g  ash f r o m  the 

volcano caused all four engines to shut d o w n  o n  a 

n e w  K L M  747-400 w h i c h  flew through a n  ash cloud.

A  major disruption to air traffic through A n c h o r a g e  

w a s  u n d e r w a y .  Passengers w e r e  stranded, brides 

missed their o w n  weddings, pen-reared s a l m o n  f r o m  N o r w a y  w e r e  spoiling o n  

the apron, a n d  Federal Express w a s  trucking deliveries through Fairbanks.



C o w p e r  &  I d e m i t s u  K o s a n  M o v e  A h e a d  o n  

M a t - S u  C o a l  P r o j e c t

• y  TA IW A N  M  o n  IN A IS! SOVIET UNION M

G o v e r n o r  Steve C o w p e r  a n d  the 

Japanese firm of Idemitsu K o s a n  Co., 

Ltd., h a v e  reached a conceptual 

a gree m e n t  that permits the d e v e l o p ­

m e n t  of the W i s h b o n e  Hill coal project 

in the M a t - S u  Valley. T h e  project will 

generate about 20 0 jobs annually 

during its estimated 15-ycar life.

U n d e r  the a g r e e m e n t  reached 

b e t w e e n  C o w p e r  a n d  top officials of 

Idemitsu Kosan, the state will invest $9 

million for n e w  locomotives a n d  coal 

rail cars through the Alaska Railroad 

to transport coal to S e ward. In turn, 

the c o m p a n y  has agreed to proceed 

with the project that will generate an 

annual payroll of ab o u t  $10 million 

a n d  to reimburse the state for the n e w  

train should they w i t h d r a w  f r o m  the 

project sooner than planned.

T h i s  is o n e  of the m o s t  promising 

natural resource d e v e l o p m e n t  projects 

in Alaska today that will directly 

benefit Alaskans a n d  the Alaska 

e cono m y , "  C o w p e r  said. "State invest­

m e n t  in the W i s h b o n e  Hill project is 

appropriate because it’s the state's 

business to assist private industry with 

transportation systems. Idemitsu 

K o s a n  is a responsible c o m p a n y  that 

has w o r k e d  closely with the Alaskans 

w h o  will be m o s t  directly affected b y  

this project."

" W e  appreciate G o v e r n o r  C o w p e r ’s 

understanding a n d  the cooperation of 

local a n d  state officials in getting this 

project moving," said Jiro Hayashi, 

Director a n d  General M a n a g e r  of the 

Idemitsu K o s a n  E n e r g y  D e v e l o p m e n t  

Department. " W e  look forward to a 

long a n d  productive relationship with 

Alaska that will benefit u s  both."

Idemitsu K o s a n  has bee n  in the 

process of developing the W i s h b o n e

I-Iill coal reserve located northeast of 

P a l m e r  for the past t w o  a n d  one-half 

years. T h e  coal is to be m i n e d  a n d  

then shipped b y  covered t m c k  12 

miles to the railroad terminal in 

Palmer. There it will be w a s h e d  

before s h i p m e n t  o n  the railroad to the 

Suneel coal loading facility in Seward.

List April, Cow'per a n d  the c o m ­

p a n y  signed a n  a g r e e m e n t  to permit 

i m p r o v e m e n t  of the G l e n n  H i g h w a y .

G o v e r n o r  Steve C o w p e r  a n d  

Alaska's congressional delegation h a v e  

asked President B u s h  to support the 

o p e n i n g  of a n  A m e r i c a n  consulate in 

Khabarovsk, U S S R ,  a n d  a Soviet 

consulate in Anchorage.

'These offices w o u l d  provide 

valuable services to support o u r  efforts 

to p r o m o t e  business, cultural a n d  

social exchanges a n d  transactions 

b e t w e e n  Alaska a n d  her neighbors to 

the west," C o w p e r ,  Senators T e d  

Stevens a n d  Frank M u r k o w s k i  a n d  

Representative D o n  Y o u n g  wro t e  in a 

letter to B u s h  this week.

'The n u m b e r  of people traveling 

b e t w e e n  Alaska a n d  the Soviet Far East 

has increased substantially a n d  

rapidly. Y o u r  favorable consideration 

of this request will help with visa 

approvals a n d  other matters important 

to travelers," they said.

T h e  U.S. currently has a n  e m b a s s y  in 

M o s c o w '  a n d  a consulate in Leningrad, 

but offers n o  formal diplomatic 

services in the Soviet Far East. The 

Soviet consulate closest to Alaska is 

located in S a n  Francisco.

T h e  stale is 

contributing 

$3.5 million 

t o w a r d  road 

i m p r o v eme nt s; 

the c o m p a n y  is 

funding the 

other half. T h e  

first coal is expected to b e  p r o d u c e d  by 

N o v e m b e r  1991 a n d  about 1 million 

tons will b e  shipped annually.

Alaska officials requested that the 

additional U.S. consulate office be 

located in K h a r b a r o v s k  because the 

city serves as the e c o n o m i c  center for 

the Soviet Far East a n d  is the aviation 

h u b  of the region. In addition, Alaska 

Airlines is seeking rights to fly b e ­

t w e e n  Alaska a n d  Khabarovsk.

" The absence of a U.S. consulate 

office in the Soviet Far East compli­

cates o u r  efforts to increase Alaska - 

Soviet trade," Stevens said. "Soviets 

w h o  w i s h  to travel to Alaska h a v e  to 

obtain visas f r o m  the A m e r i c a n  

e m b a s s y  thousands of miles away. 

W e  m u s t  i m p r o v e  o u r  services if 

A laskans are to d e v e l o p  closer busi­

ness, cultural a n d  educational ties 

with the Soviets," Stevens added.

" W e  are m a k i n g  g o o d  progiess in 

efforts to create direct air routes 

b e t w e e n  Alaska a n d  Soviet Far East," 

M u r k o w s k i  said. "These routes will 

b e  hard to support if the process of 

getting a visa for a n  Alaskan or Soviet 

continues to involve three or four 

w e e k s  of waiting." •

G o v e r n o r  a n d  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  D e l e g a t i o n  

R e q u e s t  C o n s u l a t e s

w



A L A S K A  M J A P A N K O R E A

Special thanks to the following 
for their generous donations and 

contributed services to the 
Northern Regions Conference.

Anchorage Convention & Visitors 
Bureau, Bill Elandcr - President

Bankston & McCollum

Central International Law Finn 
Dr. Byong Ho Lee - Senior Partner

King Career Center 
International Trade Program

l _

World Trade Center, Anchorage 
Carolyn DcPalatis, Manager

N o n - P r o f i t  C o r p o r a t i o n  F o r m e d  

t o  M a n a g e  

t h e  N o r t h e r n  R e g i o n s  C o n f e r e n c e

A  non-profit corporation, with a twelve m e m b e r  boa r d  of directors, has been or­

ganized to facilitate fund-raising a n d  r .ark .-ting for the S e p t e m b e r  16-20 event 

scheduled for the E g a n  C onvention Center in Anchorage.

’T h e  formation of the Northern Regions Corporation a n d  the broad reach of its 

board m e m b e r s  should allow us to m a k e  the N o r thern Regions Conference one 

that is the product of the entire Alaskan c o m m u n i t y ,  not just of state government," 

said B o b  Poe, Director of the Office of International T r a d e  (OIT).

B o b  Poe, Director of OIT, w a s  elected C h a i r m a n  of the B o a r d  a n d  S a m  Salkin, 

C E O  of Alaska C o m m e r c i a l  Co., accepted the n omination for Vice C h a i r m a n  with 

Wal t  Alexander, a Partner in C o o p e r s  a n d  Lybrand, agreeing to serve as Treasurer. 

O th e r  m e m b e r s  of the board include:

Mr. Brian Bell, Senior M a n a g e r  of Federal Express 

Mr. Willie Hensley, President of N A N A  Corp.

Mr. G e o r g e  Krusz, C E O  of Alaska State C h a m b e r  of C o m m e r c e

Mr. Bill M a c K a y ,  Regional Vice President of Alaska Airlines

Mr. J ohn McGill, Executive Vice President of A l a s c o m

Mr. Rick Norland, President of M y s t r o m  Advertising

Ms. Lisa M .  Parker, Public Relations M g r .  of C o m i n c o  Alaska

Ms. A n n  Parrish, B o a r d  of Regents - Univ. of Alaska

Mr. R o n  S h e a r d o w n ,  C a n a d i a n  Consulate Representative

According to S a m  Salkin, the private sector is a n  integral part of the conference 

m a n a g e m e n t  because, "Governor C o w p e r  m a d e  a c o m m i t m e n t  to bring this 'once 

in a decade' g r o u p  to Alaska, giving northern leaders a n d  thinkers a n  opportunity 

to understand the central role Alaska can play in developing cooperation in the 

north."

T h e  formation of the Northern Regions non-profit corporation provides a n  o p ­

portunity for the private sector a n d  state g o v e r n m e n t  to w o r k  together for the 

g o o d  of northern c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  Alaska.

The Northern Regions Board of Directors would like to recognize the 
following organizations for their endorsement of 

the Third Northern Regions Conference.

Arctic Research Commission 
Fletcher School of law & Diplomacy ■ North Pacific Program 

Fridtjof Nansen Institute 
Industry Science & Technology Canada - Yukon Region 

Institute of Geography of the USSR - Academy of Sciences 
International Union for Circumpolar Health 

Norwegian Polar Research Institute 
Province of British Columbia 

Slate of Alaska ■ Governor's Office



TAIWAN C H I N A i  S O V I E T  U N I O N
i;.

T h i r d  N o r t h e r n  R e g i o n s  C o n f e r e n c e  G a t h e r s  M o m e n t u m

A n  International Advisory Board, appointed b y  G o v .  Steve C o w p e r  to help design the 

format of the Third Northern Regions Conference, m e t  in A n c h o r a g e  in N o v e m b e r  '89. T h e  

result - "Cooperation in a C h a n g i n g  W o r l d "  - a n  eleven nation meeting to address critical 

northern issues a n d  m o d e l s  for cooperation in the n e w  decade.

T h r e e  t r a c k s  w i l l  b e  f e a t u r e d  a t  t h e  f o u r - d a y  c o n f e r e n c e .

(lovernui's S u m m i t :

I iiviroiiilietil.ilCnupvration In A

< hanging World

T h e  G o v e r n o r’s S u m m i t ,  scheduled 

for M o n d a y  a n d  Tuesday, S e p t e m b e r

17-18 (Egan C o n v e n t i o n  Center, 

Anchorage) is a n  opportunity for 

regional leaders to explore m o d e l s  of 

cooperation a n d  address c o m m o n  

environmental concerns. E a c h  leader 

will prepare a n  eight p a g e  p a p e r  - 

prior to the s u m m i t  - that discusses 

current environmental p r o b l e m s  facing 

their region, a n d  strategies to deal with 

them. Regional cooperation to help 

solve existing a n d  future environ­

mental challenges will also b e  dis­

cussed.

"I sec this s u m m i t  as particularly 

significant because it is only this year 

that regional leaders f r o m  all eleven 

nations could sit d o w n  together a n d  

discuss c o m m o n  p r o b l e m s  of the 

environment. W e  all k n o w  that 

environmental p r o b l e m s  h a v e  n o  

regard for national boundaries; yet 

international politics - until very 

recently - did not permit the Soviets to 

sit d o w n  with the C a n a d i a n s  or the 

Chinese to discuss cooperative m a n ­

a g e m e n t  of ocean resources. I intend 

to offer regional leaders the o p p o r t u ­

nity to discuss these topics a n d  h o p e ­

fully begin a process of inter-regional 

cooperation. Alaska has a lot to offer 

a n d  a lot to learn f r o m  other regions; 

the sharing of information is the first 

step," G o v e r n o r  C o w p e r  said.

G o v e r n o r  C o r n i e r  has issued 

approximately 3/ invitations to 

regional leaders in the eleven partici­

pating nations: C a n a d a ,  China, D e n ­

m a r k / G r e e n l a n d ,  Finland, Iceland, 

Japan, N o r w a y ,  S o u t h  Korea, S w e d e n ,  

U S A  a n d  U S S R .  Conference papers 

a n d  discussions a n d  proceedings will 

Ik * published in a series of m o n o g r a p h s  
o n  the Arctic a n d  N o r t h  Pacific late 

1490.

illtiT1Mtuiii.il Ov>sioesi I'urum

T h e  International Business F o r u m  

will fcaidre prominent private sector 

leaders in the fields of international 

business a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  in the 

Arctic a n d  N o r t h  Pacific. F o r m e r  U.S. 

A m b a s s a d o r  to South Korea, Mr. 

Richard Walker, a n d  the Governor's 

Distinguished Scholar at the Un i v e r ­

sity of Alaska Center for International 

Business, Mr. M a s a d a  S h i b u s a w a  

(visiting f r o m  Japan) will help o r g a n ­

ize the torum.

T h e  f o r u m  will focus o n  industrial 

d e v e l o p m e n t  opportunities a n d  

constraints in northern regions. 

Sections o n  international taw, taxation, 

capital a n d  strategic planning will be 

presented b y  private sector business 

leaders. A  special panel featuring 

trade leaders f r o m  U S S R  a n d  C h i n a  

will address business d e v e l o p m e n t  in 

controlled a n d  planned economics.

T h e  t w o - d a y  f o r u m  is scheduled to 

begin Tuesday, S e p t e m b e r  . B a n d  

conclude W e d n e s d a y  the lu th.

P 'm » . . im i t ’ o l i l i. K M .  . im  i . i i . -  •

T h e  conference will offer i scries of 

w o r k s h o p s  designed for specialists in 

the Arctic/North Pacific an 1 individu­

als or organizations interested in the 

topical areas.

Political Section. International 

Advisory Board M e m b e r ,  Kari Motolla 

(publisher of Arctic Challenges, a n d  

political advisor to the Finnish Minis­

try of Foreign Affairs) will join interna­

tional lawyer a n d  Alaskan, G r e g g  

Brelsford (former editor of the H a r ­

vard International L a w  Journal a n d  

currently with Central International 

L a w  F i r m  in Seoul, Korea) to organize 

four w o r k s h o p s  to be offered S e p t e m ­

ber 18th a n d  19th.

E c o n o m i c  Section. Dr. John 

Sibert, Executive Director of Alaska 

Science a n d  Tech n o l o g y  Foundation 

(and former Yale a n d  Cal T e c h  profes­

sor), has accepted the key organizing 

a n d  advisory role lor the e c o n o m i c  d e ­

v e l o p m e n t  section of the conference. 

These w o r k s h o p s  will feature scientific 

a n d  technological topics relative to 

e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  in the North. 

Fo u r  sections will be offered over t w o  

days.

Social Section. International A d ­

visory Bo a r d  M e m b e r  Dr. Hart H a n s o n  

will join Alaska's limit Circumpolar 

Conference representative, Ms. E d n a  

M a c C l c a n  to organize four w o r k s h o p s  

during the t w o - d a y  period. Education, 

health, a n d  indigenous peoples rights 

will b e  featured. Dr. Hansen, a resi­

dent of C o p e n h a g e n ,  D e n m a r k ,  is the 

President of the C i r c u m p o l a r  Health 

U n i o n  a n d  a n  expert o n  circumpolar 

health.

E n v i r o n m e n t  Section. These 

w o r k s h o p s  will b e  organized in 

conjunction with the Governor's 

S u m m i t  o n  Environmental C o o p e r a ­

tion. Resource persons are still ocing 

contacted.

Conference staff m e m b e r s  include: 

G i n n a  Brelsford, Project M a n a g e r ,  Jvri 

Powers, Project Assistant a n d  Jodi 

Grendahl, C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  Secretary.

If y o u  h ave a n y  questions or wish to 

volunteer for the conference the team 

m a y  b e  reached .it (907) 561-2260.



K o r e a ' s  I n t e r e s t  i n i  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  I c e  C a r v e r s  C o m p e t e  i n  

A l a s k a  R i s i n g  A n c h o r a g e ’s  F i r s t  C o n t e s t

by K.S. Yang, Ak. Representative

K A T F A  '89 (Korea Alaska T r a d e  

(•’air, M a r c h  3-6,1989), w a s  the largest 

international promotional event ever 

sponsored b y  Alaska, a n d  also the 

first trade s h o w  of its kind in Korea. 

O v e r  80 Alaskans f r o m  23 different 

communities, businesses or associa­

tions attended the trade s h o w .

Plans a n d  preparations are in place, 

ready to m a k e  K A T F A  '90 a n  eve n  

greater success - all it nee d s  is you! 

Don't miss out, Alaska a n d  Kor e a  are 

entering a n  exciting time of e x p a n d ­

ing trade a n d  e c o n o m i c  tics.

In the year following K A T F A  '89, 

Korean interest in Alaska has in­

creased dramatically. T o u r i s m  related 

requests increased 85 percent in 1989. 

Likewise, seafood inquiries w e r e  u p  

33 percent a n d  timber requests g r e w  

by 28 percent.

K A T F A  provides a n  excellent o p ­

portunity for Alaskan a n d  K o r e a n  

businessm en to meet. M r .  S.S. K i m ,  

President of Superstar Travel Service 

credits K  \ T F A  with p r o m p t i n g  h i m  

to plan a scries of Alaska p a c k a g e  

tours - bringing appro, imatcly 800 

Ko r e a n  tourists to Alaska in 1989.

Kor e a’s interest in Alaska is o n  the 

rise. T h e  m o s t  exciting industry 

d e v e l o p m e n t  is K o r e a n  tourism.

Since tne K o r e a n  g o v e r n m e n t  liberal­

ized travel restrictions o n  January 1, 

1989, there has bee n  a drastic increase 

of passport applications. Ko r e a n s  arc 

very interested in visiting Alaska, pro­

viding a n  excellent opportunity for 

Alaskans.

Korea is also very interested in 

Alaska's seafood a n d  timber products. 

Alaskan seafood imports to Korea 

nearly d o u b l e d  front 1988 to 1989. 

Korea is also a g r o w i n g  ma r k e t  for 

Alaska's timber, in fact Korea's d e ­

m a n d  is exceeding Alaska's supply.

K A T F A  '90 will provide a n  excellent 

opportunity to inspire the hearts of 

K orean people witn a n  interest in 

Alaska • thus giving Alaskan  firms a 

strong competitive e d g e  in the Ko r e a n  

marketplace. •

E x p o r t s  . . . (cont. f r o m  p a g e  1)

million. Miscellaneous exports include 

glacier ice, reindeer antlers, native arts 

a n d  crafts, jewelry a n d  L o w e r  48 p r o d ­

ucts shipped through A n c h o r a g e  Inter­

national Airport, m a n y  of w h i c h  g o  

through the n e w  Federal Express 

terminal there.

Japan remains Alaska’s n u m b e r  o n e  

export client. Total sales to Japan 

increased 23 percent to SI.8 billion. 

Korea is Alaska's second largest trade 

partner, with Alaska g o o d s  a n d  

services in 1989 posting a 2 percent 

increase in sales for a total of $173

million, a $4 million Increase o v e r  the 

previous year.

T h e  o p e n i n g  of the Green's Cre e k  

m i n e  in southeast Alaska a n d  m o r e  

competitive seafood prices contributed 

to a 28 percent increase, a n  $18 million 

j u m p ,  in exports to Europe.

Th e s e  latest export figures d o  not 

include approximately $500 million 

w o r t h  of seafood products shipped 

through Seattle w n i c h  are not counted 

as Alaska exports.

A n c h o r a g e  recently 

hosted their first Interna­

tional Ice C a r v i n g  C o m ­

petition, luring thou­

sands of curious observ­

ers. T h e  carvings w e r e  

quite unique a n d  impres­

sive, especially w h e n  y o u  

w a t c h e d  the transforma­

tion fro m  a h u g e  block of 

lake ice into a traditional 

or abstract w o r k  of art.

the Peop le s  Choice G 1st Place.
T h e r e  w e r e  t w o  other International 

tea m s  w h o  travelled to A n c h o r a g e  for 

the competition, Kenji O g a w a  f r o m  

Sydney, Australia, and'l oshio Mo r i y a  

a n d  M a s a  Y u k i  Ieda of Hotel N i k k o  

Chitose in Chitosc, Japan.

T h e r e  w e r e  11 t e a m s  competing, 4 

f r o m  countries other than the U.S., 1 

f r o m  California a n d  the other 6 f r o m  

A n c h o r a g e  or Fairbanks.

T h e  competition w a s  a n  o v e r w h e l m ­

ing success, according to the event or­

ganizer, Frankie W h i t m a n  of the 

D o w n t o w n  A n c h o r a g o  Association, 

Inc. S h e  w a s  especially pleased with 

the e n thusiasm of the carvers, the 

support of various g r o u p s  within the 

c o m m u n i t y  w h o  hosted the co m p e t i ­

tors a n d  the interest of the public.

Selected for first place as well as the 

Peoples Choice w a s  a traditional 

carving of a Chinese lion with a 

w o m a n  warrior battling a dragon. T h e  

w i n n i n g  sculpture w a s  carved b y  K a z u  

O g i n o  a n d  Frank Sullivan of C e n t u r y  

Plaza Hotel in Los Angeles, California.

Sec o n d  place w e n t  to the Chinese 

t e a m  of Q i a o  C h a n g  Yi a n d  P a n g  Juk 

U n g ,  of Harbin, Heilongjong Province. 

T h e y  carved a traditions' Chinese lion 

holding a ball.

Francis C u n y  a n d  Christian Claudel 

f r o m  France placed third in the carving 

a n d  also received the Carver's Choice 

award. Their unique sculpture w a s  a 

graceful, free flowing abstract called 

" A q u a  Viva".

A  panel of judges se­

lected the carvings for 

first through third place, 

In addition, there w a s  a 

People's Choice A w a r d  

a n d  a Carver’s Choice 

A w a r d  chosen.

Winner  o f
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T a i w a n  T o u r i s m  P r o m o t i o n  

P l a n n e d  f o r  M a y

by Li Chen, Alaska State Representative

Tourists fro m  T a i w a n  arc a rapidly 

g r o w i n g  resource, o n e  that Alaskans 

are capable of cashing in on. Interna­

tional departures f r o m  T a i w a n  reached 

2.1 million in 1988, a n  increase of 

approximately 40 percent over the 

previous year. O v e r  10 percent of the 

island's population traveled interna­

tionally

Approxim ately 158,000 traveled 

fro m  T a i w a n  to the United States. This 

represents a 12 percent increase over 

last year, a n d  the n u m b e r  of tourists is 

expected to continue growing. Tourist 

visa issuance increased approximately 

40 percent last year.

According to Mr. Rolf A. Klug, 

Director/General M a n a g e r  of Interna­

tional Marketing a n d  Sales for Holland 

A merica Line, over 1,000 people from 

T a i w a n  visited Alaska last year. Mr. 

K l u g  also indicated that tourists from 

T a i w a n  are willing to s p e n d  m o n e y  for 

a comfortable vacation. Generally they 

like to stay in the best r o o m s  o n  the 

ship a n d  fly business class, s h o w i n g  

that tourists fro m  T a i w a n  d o  h a v e  

m o n e y  a n d  are willing to s p e n d  it.

A  high standard of living a n d  

education plus continuing e c o n o m i c  

g r o w t h  in T a i w a n  m a k e s  it possible for

m o r e  a n d  m o r e  people to travel 

abroad. Taiwan's e c o n o m i c  p e r f o r m ­

ance in the past years has bee n  re­

m a r k a b l y  strong. Thib gross national 

product is estimated to exceed 4,000 

billion N e w  T a i w a n  dollars, with per 

capita G N P  reaching 8,500 U.S. dollars.

Space, endless land a n d  nature are 

things that sharply contrast the daily 

life of the people w h o  live o n  Taiwan, 

a c r o w d e d  island with a very high 

population density. T h e  people of 

T a i w a n  will be fascinated b y  Alaska’s 

beautiful parks, exciting fishing, wild 

animal viewing, fresh air, glaciers, free 

o p e n  space a n d  more. A d v e n t u r e  is a 

n e w  a n d  challenging concept. Like­

wise, they d o  not k n o w  m u c h  about 

nature a n d  it m a y  take t h e m  s o m e  lime 

to understand a n d  learn to enjoy w h a t  

Alaska has to offer. It is u p  to Alas­

kans to s h o w  the people of T a i w a n  a 

g o o d  time the Alaskan way .

A  familiarization trip for major 

T a i w a n  tour wholesalers a n d  several 

n e w s p a p e r  reporters is being arranged 

in M a y .  Sponsors of the event include; 

Alaska State Office in Taipei, T aiwan, 

the Governor's Office of International 

Trade, Stale of Alaska Division of 

Tourism, N o r t h w e s t  Airlines, Alaska 

Airlines, several C o i v e n t i o n  &  Visitors 

bureaus in various Alaskan c o m m u n i ­

ties a n d  others. W e  h o p e  this trip will 

help create a greater interest in 

T a i w a n  to visit Alaska.

I w o u l d  like to take this opportunity 

to thank all of the organizations a n d  

businesses w h o  arc helping to m a k e  

this F a m  trip successful. T h e y  are the 

ones in the front line - m a k i n g  Alaska's 

tourism industry b o o m .

K A T F A  .. . (cont. f r o m  p a g e  1)

"I’m  going to encourage m y  clients 

to attend," said R o n  Garzini of 

G a r z i n i a n d  Associates. "It's an 

excellent potential e c o n o m i c  develop­

m e n t  opportunity."

K o r e a  is Alaska's second largest 

trading partner - with approximately 

$174 million (according to A C I B )  in 

Alaskan g o o d s  a n d  services exported 

in 1989. K A T F A  '90's goal is to in­

crease a n d  e x p a n d  trade b e t w e e n  

Alaska a n d  Korea. W i t h  Korea's 

rapid industrial g r o w t h  in recent 

years, a sharp reduction in national 

debt, m o v e m e n t  to a free a n d  d e m o ­

cratic society, a n d  sharp increases in 

the standard of living, the time is 

ideal to p r o m o t e  Alaska's products, 

services, strategic location, a n d  

natural resources.

K A T F A '  90 Alaskan sponsors 

include the Alaska-Korea Business 

Council, the Alaska State C h a m b e r  of 

C o m m e r c e ,  a n d  the Governor's Office 

of International Trade. K A T F A  '90 is 

supported in Korea b y  the Alaska 

Stale Office - Seoul, the Korea-U.S. 

E c o n o m i c  Council, the Korea C h a m ­

ber of C o m m e r c e  a n d  Industry, a n d  

the A m e r i c a n  E m b a s s y .  K A T F A  '90 

is a n  exciting opportunity for first- 

time travelers a n d  those experienced 

in d o i n g  business in Korea. Offering 

a n  opportunity to exhibit their 

product or service, m a k e  business 

contacts, establish trade relationships, 

explore joint venture opportunities, 

p r o m o t e  tourism attractions, a n d  

learn m o r e  about K o r e a n  c ustoms 

a n d  business protocol.

Contact Katelyn Carrigan, Project 

Coordinator, at the Office of Interna­

tional T r a d e  for m o r e  detailed 

information or for a registration 

packet. Deadline for application is 

M a y  4,1990. •



A L A S K A  H J A P A N K O R E A S H I

T r a d e  L e a d  B u l l e t i n

J A P A N

llilka International Co., Ltd.

Mr. Nakamura

Okazakibashi Central BIdg. 2 F

1-1 Nishi Hon-Machi 

Nishi-ku, Osaka City, Japan 

P H O N E :  (06) 533-3121 

F A X :  (06) 533-3103

Japanese importer wishes to import novel 

(non-food)mcrchandisc. Contact Mr. 

Nakam u r a  directly with catalog &  price list.

Highland Overseas Limited

39-21 Takeda Okcnoicho 

Fushimi-ku, Kyoto-City 612 

Japan

C o m p a n y  seeks to import Alaskan s n o w  

crab. Order volume, 400-500 Kg. airfreight.

Yasui Electronic Publishing Co.

Mr. R y o h  Sogawa, Overseas Div.

2-11 Shibakocn, 2-chomc 

Minato-ku, T o k y o  105, Japan 

P H O N E :  3-433-2855

F A X :  3-433-2580

Program supplier for Japanese Television 

interested in Alaskan adventure and docu­

mentary films/videos.

E x p o r t  T r a d e  L e a d s

Fish W o r l d  Co., Ltd.

Mr. Koji I wayama

1-7-3, Kiba, Kushiro-cho 

Hokkaido 088-06, Japan 

P H O N E :  0154-378677 

F A X :  0154-370325

C o m p a n y  wishes to import frozen bottom 

fish (thomhead and turbot).

K a i d o  Co., Ltd.

Mr. M a s a o  Hashimolo, Director 

1st Floor, Palace 316 BIdg.

Higashi 6, Kita 31 

Higashi-ku, Sapporo 065, Japan 

P H O N E :  011-704-8111 

F A X :  011-701-8222

Importer wishes to buy frozen G c o d u c k  

clam, hard clam, and mussels.

V
A

K O R E A

Kas-Delta Co., Ltd.

Mr. J.H. Lee, ManagingDircctor 

5 4 0 1 Street, Suite 201 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

P H O N E :  (907) 274-0133 

F A X :  (907) 277-6381

Distributing c o m p a n y  wishes to export fresh 

Pacific cod to Korean firm Ying Yuen.

S u n g  D o n g  Fishery Co.

Mr. D u k - S o o  Hyun, President

652-4, N a m p u m i m - D o n g

Scu-ku, Pusan, Korea

P H O N E :  (051)243-1163

F A X :  (051) 242-9263

Firm interested in importing frozen Pacific

cod and Atka mackrel.

T A I W A N

A. D S C  Enterprise Co. Ltd.

EM

P . O . B o x  12355 

Taipei, Taiwan 

P H O N E :  (02) 951-6528 

F A X :  (02) 959-4333

C o m p a n y  seeks men's and women's gar­

ments and leather goods, such as; sports 

wear, shoes belts, and handbags.

Contact OIT at 561-5585 for 
additional information.

J a p a n  P l a n s  t o  I n c r e a s e  I m p o r t s

in the 1960’s, the G o v e r n m e n t  of 

japan developed a n  aggressive p r o g r a m  

to p r o m o t e  exports to wor l d  markets. 

Since then, Jap a n’s exports h a v e  stead­

ily incri ascd. Today, the country has 

on e  of t w largest trade surpluses 

a m o n g  levelopcd nations.

In a n  effort to correct the country's 

severe trade imbalance, the G o v e r n ­

m e n t  ol Japan's Ministry of Interna­

tional T r a d e  a n d  Industry (MITJ) 

recently a n n o u n c e d  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  

p r o g r a m  to p r o m o t e  imports. T h e  

program's extensive m e a s u r e s  are 

a i m e d  a increasing the import levels of 

hu n d r e d s  of g o o d s  througn tax incen­

tives, el ruination of tariffs, loan pro­

grams, i nri bu y i n g  missions.

T a x  incentives, for the pu r p o s e  of 

import marke t development, will cover 

duty-free manufactured items. Local 

manufacturing industries will b e  

allowed a tax credit equal to 5 %  of the 

a m o u n t  of increase in imports.

Import tariffs for over o n e  thousand 

ma n u f actured products will b e  elimi­

nated. Currently, 4 2 %  of manufactured 

imports h a v e  a zero tariff. T h e  n e w  p r o ­

g r a m  will bring that figure to 567o.

In order to facilitate the importation 

of overseas goods, loan p r o g r a m s  for 

domestic c o m p a n i e s  are already in 

place. Foreign c o m p a n i e s  will n o w  be 

eligible as well, a n d  loan limits for both 

foreign a n d  domestic firms will be 

increased.

Internationalization centers will be 

established a n d  will act as a n  informa­

tion data bank, p r o m o t i n g  direct 

c o n s u m e r  import, a n d  assisting foreign 

c o m p a n i e s  importing to Japan. T h e  

centers as well as J E T R O ' s  35 overseas 

offices will b o  e q u i p p e d  with data base* 

terminals to provide import informa­

tion.

M I T I  will dispatch experts overseas 

o n  import b u y i n g  missions to seek p o ­

tential import items a n d  hold import 

exhibitions. Foreign businesspeople 

f r o m  the U.S. a n d  E u r o p e  will b e  

Invited to MITI-sp o n s o r e d  Export 

missions to Japan as well.



T A I W C H I N A S O V I E T  U N I O N
JFf"

A l a s k a n s  G e t  V a l u a b l e  E x p o s u r e  

i n  J a p a n e s e  M a r k e t s
By Ktiz Hayashi, Alaska State Representative

T h e  Alaska State Office in To k y o ,  Japan has been b u s y  

helping Alaskans establish Japanese contacts for trade a n d  

encouraging Japanese investment in Alaska.

T T C :  A t  the T o k y o  T  a d e  Center O T C )  o n  M a r c h  5, the 

A m e r i c a n  State's Import Fair I o p e n e d  with great fanfare. 

Officials f r o m  the T o k y o  Metropolitan G o v e r n m e n t ,  the 

Japan External T r a d e  organization, the Ministry of Interna­

tional T r a d e  a n d  Industry (M1TI), a n d  the U.S. E m b a s s y  

ceremoniously launched the latest trade fair a i m e d  at 

promo t i n g  imports into Japan.

T h e  Alaska State Office T o k y o  ( A S O T )  a n d  the Office of 

International T r a d e  w o r k e d  with Alaskan c o m p a n i e s  to 

exhibit their products at the fair. T h e  Alaskan companies, 

along with firms f r o m  five other U.S. states, are exhibiting 

their products for three m o n t h s  until the e n d  of M a y .  A S O T  

has received several requests so far for m o r e  information 

about the products o n  display, a n d  m o r e  are sure to follow. 

Participants a n d  products are as follows:

T h e A laska De ll Co. - F u r an d  leather C h ris tm as o rn am en ts , 
so u v en irs

A laska H erb  an d  Tea Co. - A laskan  herbal tea and  po t pourri
A rctic G lacier P rodu cts  - H a ir a n d  skin care  p ro d u c ts
A laskan B rew ing Co. - A laskan  beer
C u llinam e C orp . - C h ild re n ’s book
Eagle S m okehou se - Sm oked, k ip p ered  sa lm on
H igh A rctic E n terp rises - N o te  cards, p rin ts
T h e J a d c S h o p  - J a d e g o lf  p u tte rs
Ju d ic  G u m m  D esigns - Jew elry
Lorainc's Furs - F u r hats, glc vcs, m itten s
O.D.’s M irro r & G lass E tchings - M irro r an d  g lass etch ings
Pat Perlm an D e s ig n s-Je w e lry
Shcvp M o un ta in  C reation s - H a n d sp u n  an d  h an d w o v en  Q iviu t 

(M usk O x w ool) g a rm en ts  
S&R D istribu to rs - G reat W hale Rescue silver coins, T -shirts 
A laska M o un ta in  T o p  S p irts  Co. - A ttak iska vodka

F O O D E X :  For the first time, A S O T  will m a n  a booth at 

the 15th International F o o d  a n d  Beverage Exhibition 

( F O O D E X  Japan), taking piece f r o m  M a r c h  15-17,1990. 

Seventy-five thousand visitors, m o s t  of w h i c h  are food- 

industry related, arc expected to attend Japan's largest food 

industry sho w .  A t  the Alaska State booth, three Alaskan 

c o m p a n i e s  will exhibit their products:

Alaska H erb  an d  Tea Co. - A laskan  herbal tea an d  p o tp o u rri 
A laska W ilderness G ourm et, Inc. - Jam s, jellies, m arm alades, 

honey ; m ad e  from  A laska 's  w ild  berries a n d  flow ers 
A laskan B rew ing Co. - A laskan  beer

Real Estate: A n c h o r a g e  city leaders a n d  real estate pro­

fessionals, assisted b y  A S O T  staff, recently visited Japan o n  a 

real estate mission, h o p i n g  of attract overseas investors in 

Anchorage's property market, lire mission w a s  a n  important 

step in s h o w i n g  the Japanese that local g o v e r n m e n t  is 

receptive to foreign investors. O f  interest w a s  Anchorage's 

c o n d o m i n i u m  market, the prices of w h i c h  are a fraction of

similar h o m e  prices in Japan. Delegation m e m b e r s  in­

cluded officials f r o m  the A n c h o r a g e  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p ­

m e n t  Corporation, Alaska H o u s i n g  Finance Corporation, 

A n c h o r a g e  C h a m b e r  of C o m m e r c e ,  A n c h o r a g e  Municipal 

Assembly, a n d  several local real estate companies.

A l a s k a  T r a d e  Report: A S O T  has recently developed 

the Alaska T r a d e  Report, a bulletin highlighting Alaskan 

c o m p a n i e s  a n d  their products. Distributed to over 100 

Japanese c o m p a n i e s  a n d  press agencies, this report is 

another vehicle to help y o u r  product enter the Japanese 

market. If y o u  are interested in having y o u r  c o m p a n y  

listed in the Alaska T r a d e  Report, please contact A S O T  

directly or through the Office of International Trade. 

A S O T ' s  address: Alaska State Office Tokyo, Y a m a k a t s u  

BIdg. 5-F, l - 4 0 T o r a n o m o n 4 - c h o m c ,  Minato-ku 105 

Tokyo, Japan [Fax!/ (011) 81-3-436-50391.

S o u t h  Denali State Park: T h e  South Denali Visitor 

C o m p l e x  is part of a n  extensive plan to m a k e  Denali Park 

o n e  of the state's m o s t  popular visitor attractions, c o m -

Slcte with rccrc. tional facilities a n d  full accommodations. 

Ine clement of the complex, a 100-250 r o o m  hotel, will be 

built b y  private industry f r o m  Alaska, the U.S., or over­

seas. T h e  Alaska D e p a r t m e n t  of Natural Resources ( D N R )  

will a w a r d  a long-term concession contract to design, 

build, a n d  operate the hotel using a n  open, competitive 

bidding process. A S O T  h a s  b e e n  assisting D N R  with 

distributing information regarding the planned hotel to 

various Japanese d e v e l o p m e n t  firms a n d  organizations.

M a k i n g  P r o f i t s  O u t  o f  

S e a f o o d  W a s t e

For the first time international experts o n  fish by-products 

will gather to discuss the newest technologies a n d  e c o nomic 

possibilities of fish processing waste. " M a k i n g  Profits O u t  of 

Sea food Waste", a three d a y  conference is scheduled for 

April 25-27,1990, in Anchorage, Alaska.

According to Peter M o o r e  of Alaska Fisheries D e v e l o p ­

m e n t  Foundation a n d  conference chairman, "this conference 

is really goi n g  to b e  the turning point fo .so of fish b y ­

products in Alaska, the trend of the future is going to be to 

m a k e  profits f r o m  the w h o l e  fish."

Sponsors ol the conference include; Alaska Fisheries 

D e v e l o p m e n t  Foundation, University of Alaska-Sea Grant 

College Program, the U A F  Agricultural a n d  Forestry Experi­

m e n t  Station, National M a r i n e  Fisheries Service a n d  Icicle 

Seafoods. T o  register contact Peter M o o r e  at (907) 276-7315; 

Fax (907) 278-2140.

March K/X)



ALASKA JAPAN KOREA

K o r e a n  T i m b e r  

D e m a n d

Official estimates b y  the K o r e a n  

Office of Forestry bring the aggregate 

d e m a n d  for logs in that country u p  to

9,683,000 cubic meters for 1990. Tnis 

is an increase over 1989 d u e  to n e w  

construction d e m a n d s .  Local suppli­

ers will provide s o m e  1,508,000 cubic 

meters, while the remaining 8,175,000 

cubic meters will b e  supplied b y  

foreign countries [1 cubic met e r  © 4 2 4  

board feet].

T h e  majority of imported logs will 

conic f r o m  Southeast Asia a n a  the 

USSR, a m o u n t i n g  to 5,000,000 cubic 

meters. Chile, C a n a d a ,  N e w  Zealand, 

an d  the U.S. will c o m p e t e  for the 

remaining 3,000,000 cubic meters.

That is g o o d  n e w s  for Alaskan 

suppliers. H o w e v e r ,  to b e  successful 

in Korea's timber market, local 

suppliers m u s t  be a w a r e  of a f e w  

obstacles. T h e  following are s o m e

Em b l e m s  voiced b y  K o r e a n  timber uyers w h e n  sourcing f r o m  Alaska:

cquipr 

• So

Suppliers arc small, lacking in 

nient, m o n e y ,  a n d  experience, 

m e  suppliers h a v e  not s h o w n  

g o o d  faith in tilling signed contracts.

• D u e  to the above, s o m e  suppliers 

have b een unable to provide the 

m i n i m u m  v o l u m e  required for char­

tered space during shipment.

• M a n y  suppliers arc not familiar 

with the p a p e r w o r k  for international 

trading.

W i t h  the majority of international 

business deals, friendship m u s t  be 

established first, as there is n o  other 

w a y  to establish trust. Therefore, in 

m a n y  Asian counti ics a n d  elsewhere, 

the business philosophy is friends 

first, business second.

There is a t r e m e n d o u s  opportunity 

for Alaska to increase market share in 

the K o r e a n  log business. G i v e n  the 

appropriate attention, the a b o v e  

problems can b e  overcome, paving 

the w a y  for Alaska's limber into the 

g r o w i n g  K o r e a n  market.

Source: K.S. Yang, Alaska State 

Office Seoul, Korea. •

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  T R A D E  S H O W S

i W  HONG KONG
M a y  17-20 T R A D E  &  I N V E S T M E N T  '90, will be held in the H o n g  Kong 

Convention and Exhibition Centre. Asia/Pacific's comprehensive 

exhibition to match capital with trade and investment opportunities. 

Contact: Adsalc People Inc., phone: 818-338-0787. fax: 818-962- 

6825.

JAPAN
June 1-4 1990 K O B E  I N T’L  H O M E  FAIR, Ports Island, K o b e  Japan. A n  

international h o m e  building exposition. Contact: Global Link, Inc. 

(213)821-3337.

July 18-19 V A R I E T Y  I M P E X  F A I R  '90, held in the T o k y o  Trade Center. Fair

will feature products of household goods to high quality gift items. 

Contact:TheBocki-Tsushin Sha,phone:03-841-8817& fax:03-841 - 

5086.

KOREA
June 18-20 K A T F A  '90, Korea Alaska Trade Fair is entering die planning stages

if you would like to receive information please contact Katelyn 

Carrigan at 561-2079.

September 6-9 K O T F A  '90 die premier tourism fair in Korea. For more information

please contact: Katelyn Carrigan, O I T  at 561-5585.

TAIW AN
M a y  25-29 T A I P E I  INT'L H A R D W A R E ,  H O U S E W A R E  &  B U I L D I N G  

S H O W ,  will be held in the Taipei World Trade Center. Contact: 

C E T R A  Exhibition Dept., phone: 886(02)725-1111, Tax: (02)725- 

1314.

N o v e m b e r  7-11 T A I P E I  INT'L G I F T  &  S T A T I O N E R Y  ( A U  T U M N )  S H O W .  T o  be 

held in the Taipei World Trade Center. Contact: C E T R A  Exhibition 

Dept., phone: 886(02)725-111 1. fax: (02)725*1314.

S  UNITED STATES
June 18-22 M A T C H M A K E R  C A N A D A ,  a U.S. trade delegation, organized by

the U.S. Dept, of C o m m e r c e ,  will travel to Montreal and Toronto 

Canada. Contact: Marsha lyomasa, phone: (202) 377- 8970, fax: 

(202) 377-0178.

August 1-3 1990 G O O D W I L L  G A M E S  I N T L  T R A D E  E X H I B I T I O N .  Seattle.

Washington U S A .  Exhibiting future prospects for natural resources, 

advanced technologies, lifestyles am* services. Contact: T R A D F . C ,  

phone: (206)340-0545. fax: (206) 447-0359.



T A T  W A N
If? B I N

A l a s k a ’s  P o w e r  i n  W o r l d  A i r  C a r g o  

I n d u s t r y  A f f i r m e d

contributed by Alaska Int'I Airport System

Alaska has further established itself 

as a center for the world air cargo 

industry with the recent filings of 

E m e r y  W o r l d w i d e  Airlines a n d  United 

Parcel Service for the n e w  all-cargo 

g a t e w a y  to Japan. T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of 

Transportation has scheduled a 

hearing o n  April 23, 1990 to entertain 

applications for the n e w  route.

E m e r y  has filed a n  application with 

the D e p a r t m e n t  of Transportation to 

operate a n e w  service b e t w e e n  Fair­

banks, Alaska a n d  To k y o ,  Japan. T h e  

carrier has p r o p o s e d  to operate six 

we e k l y  flights, using a D C - 8 - 7 2 C  

aircraft, o n  a  route that w o u l d  origi­

nate at their Dayton, O h i o  hub. E m e r y  

currently operates several flights each 

w e e k  through Alaska enroute to points 

in the Orient. Last year the carrier 

routed m o r e  than 100 Orient b o u n d  

flights through Fairbanks.

United Parcel Service (UP S )  has 

applied fora n e w  service b e t w e e n  

Anchorage, Alaska a n d  To k y o ,  Japan. 

T h e  carrier has proposed to link h u b s  

in Louisville, Kentucky, Ontario, 

C a n a d a  a n d  California with A n c h o r ­

age. T h e  n e w  service w o u l d  be 

operated six d a y s  per w e e k  with a 747 

freighter aircraft. U P S  currently 

operates several daily D C - 8 - 7 2 F  flights 

to A n c h o r a g e  f r o m  their L o w e r  48 

hubs, as well as service to Seoul, Korea 

a n d  H o n g  K o n g .

U n d e r  the terms of the n e w  U.S.- 

Japan M e m o r a n d u m  of U n d e r s t a n d ­

ing, the U.S. m a y  designate o n e  n e w  

carrier to operate a scheduled all-cargo 

service f r o m  a point in the U.S. to 

Tokyo.

A l a s k a  P u l p  C o r p o r a t i o n  -  

8 0  Y e a r s  &  C o u n t i n g

contributed by Rollo Pool, Alaska Pulp Corp.

Alaska P u l p  Corporation (APC), 

based in Sitka, has recently completed 

30 successful years of exporting. T w o  

Southeast Alaska p u l p  mills helped 

pioneer export trade f r o m  the 49th 

State to the Pacific R i m  a n d  beyond.

Before Alaska w a s  e v e n  a state these 

t w o  pioneer c o m p a n i e s  b e c a m e  

business partners o v e r c o m i n g  invest­

m e n t  risk a n d  fear of the u n k n o w n .  

T o d a y  Alaska P u l p  is Alaska* largest 

year r o u n d  manufacturer.

Buyers for Alaska p u l p  include 

Japan, Korea, T a iwan, Soviet Union, 

China, Mexico, a n d  others. Alaska 

Pulp’s product is eventually used to 

manufacture ray o n  thread, cellophane, 

sponges, photographic paper, high 

quality b o o k  paper, surgical g o w n s  

a n d  m a n y  other products.

T h e  Sitka based mill is o w n e d  b y  

nearly 21)0 Japanese companies, m o s t  

of w h o m  arc original investors in this 

Alaska venture. T h e  Sitka mill e m ­

ploys 400 people a n d  creates another 

1500 direct a n d  indirect jobs in the 

region - m a k i n g  A P C  the third largest 

e m p l o y e r  in Southeast. T h e  mill 

accounts for about one-third of Sitka's 

e c o n o m y .

For the future A P C  is looking into 

n e w  markets, technological opportuni­

ties a n d  w a y s  to lower manufacturing 

costs. But there is a dark cloud l o o m ­

ing. M o s t  of A P C ' s  timber c o m e s  f r o m  

national forest lands through long 

term timber contracts, w h i c h  originally 

e n c o u r a g e d  the c o m p a n y  to c o m e  to 

Alaska in the 1950's. C o n g r e s s  has 

legislation p e n d i n g  that w o u l d  cancel 

the contract a n d  place m o r e  lands off 

limits to logging a n d  other d e v e l o p ­

m e n t  • w h i c h  could be b a d  n e w s  for 

Alaska's limber industry.

i S O V I E T  U N I O N  IM S

B e r i n g  A i r  : B a c k  

i n  t h e  U . S . S J R .

Bering Air has received permis­

sion f r o m  the Soviet Ministry of 

Civil A/ialion to r e s u m e  charter 

flights f r o m  N o m e  to Provideniya 

without a Soviet navigator o n  

board.

In July 1989 Bering Air w a s  

granted permission to fly to Sibe­

rian c o m m u n i t i e s  without a Soviet 

navigator, a privilege that lasted for 

4 m o n t h s  a n d  over 85 flights. For 

three m o n t h s  Bering Air s u s p e n d e d  

flights to the Soviet Far East 

because the cost per flight w e n t  u p  

a prohibitive $9,500 (from $2,500 to 

$12,000) w h e n  Soviet navigators 

w e r e  required o n  board.

Bering Air credits the o v e r w h e l m ­

ing support of Alaskans, G o v e r n o r  

C o w p e r ,  the Office of International 

Trade, the F A A  a n d  other state a n d  

federal officials with the establish­

m e n t  of this international air 

corridor.

T h e  n e w  a g r e e m e n t  is o p e n  to all 

Al askan airlines a n d  is expected to 

b e  the beginning of e x p a n d i n g  air 

travel b e t w e e n  Alaska a n d  the 

Soviet Far East, llie next r o u n d s  of 

bilateral negotiations are scheduled 

for April 1990. •

Mm* i '»>I
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A laska In te rn a tio n a l T rad e  D igest 
S ubscrip tio n  Form

Please place m e  o n  y o u r  mailing list:

N a m e : ______________________________________________________

Organization: - 

A d d r e s s : -----

City, State, Zip:----------------------------------------------

P h o n e : -------------------------------------------------------

F A X :  ------------------------ Telex:------------------------

I  ___________________________________________________I
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I n t e r n a t i o n a l  B u s i n e s s  

S t r a t e g i e s  f o r  t h e  N o r t h

A n  intensive f i e - w e c k  course (10 sessions), offered b y  

Alaska Pacific Ui. versify in J u l y / A u g u s t  1990, will focus o n  

theories of international e c o n o m i c s  a n d  business de v e l o p ­

m e n t  in the Arctic a n d  N o r t h  Pacific. Topics addressed will 

include: International Business Strategic Planning, Interna­

tional Marketing, Project M a n a g e m e n t ,  Political a n d  Legal 

Aspects of International Business, country profiles of Japan, 

China, U.S.S.R., Scandinavia a n d  the E E C ,  a n d  Capital 

sources in S o u t h  Korea, T a i w a n  a n d  Japan.

T h e  course instructor will b e  G i n n a  Brelsford of the 

Governor's Office of International T r a d e  a n d  will feature, as 

guest lecturers, Robert Poe, Director of O I T  a n d  Katelyn 

Carrigan, also of OIT.

For m o r e  information please contact: A P U  Registration 

Office at 564-8248.

State of Alaska 

Office of the G o v e r n o r  

Office of International Trade

3601 C  Street, Suite 798 

Anchorage, A  aska 99 5 0 3

B U L K  R A T E  

U.S. P O S T A G E  

P A I D

Permit No. 105 

Anchorage, A K
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f o r  y o u r f r i e n d s h i p  
a n d  g o o d w i l l  

a n d  s i n c e r e l y  W i s h  y o u  _ .
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