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plans include a new column for these teachers which though not at the 
same level as bachelor level teachers, is never-the-less 
a salaried professional position in the range of $30,000/yr.

The new UAF AAS degree is designed to remove the obstacle that so many 
school districts tell us keeps them from offering native languages as part 
of the regular curriculum. They say that there are no certified teachers. 
So, along with your continued efforts with HB 352, I would encourage you 
to help us influence the statewide education system to recognize future 
graduates of this new degree.

In closing, I want to take this opportunity to thank you for considering the 
letter of support and in doing so, recognizing the positive spirit from 
which it was generated. I certainly trust that HB 352 and subsequent 
legislation will be passed and in place in the very near future.

Sincerely,

Larry Roberts



\  J n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  F a i r b a n k s

Interior Campus-Tok Center College of Rural Alaska 
B o x  404 •  T o k , A la s k a  •  99780  •  (907) 883-5613

October 28, 1991

Honorable Frank H. Murskowski 
United States Senator 
Select Committee on Indian Affairs 
222 West 7th Avenue, Box 1 
Anchorage, Alaska 99513-3735

Dear Senator Murskowski:

I want to thank you for the invitation to testify at your hearing during the 
AFN convention recently. Because I was unable to be away from my office 
at that time, I am sending you this written testimony which I understand 
will be added to the record.

Unlike many who have already testified, I am not an Alaskan Native. As 
such, I don't have the direct cultural linkage from which to deliver first 
hand knowledge from a First Nation's people. However, I have lived, worked 
or traveled throughout rural Alaska for my 10 years as an Alaskan citizen. 
During this time, my contact with Alaskan Natives has been both in my 
role as a social service provider and as an educator.

As Coordinator for Tanana Chiefs Conference alcohol program centered in 
Tok, I had first hand opportunity to work with individuals, families, and 
entire communities in our region. As you know, substance abuse, suicide, 
domestic violence and a number of other social maladies are of crisis 
proportions in most of our village communities. I am sure you also know 
that such social ills were not historically a part of Alaska Native culture 
or lifestyles. These problems have only be around for the past 75 years or 
so and most dramatically for the past 25 years.

From my experience working as a social service provider and now as an



Coordinator/educator under the University of Alaska Fairbanks in this 
same region, it is clear to me that the further away Alaska Natives are 
from their culture and heritage, the greater the social dysfunction and 
tragedy.

When I and others have taken the time to listen to various native elders in 
our state, they warn of the loss of their culture and language. Though 
recognizing that changes are taking place more rapidly for the generations 
of today in comparison to the generations up to their own parents and 
grandparents, they explain that leaving their culture behind means only 
death to their culture and people. Our recently deceased chief, Andrew 
Isaac, repeatedly preached of the need to "walk in both worlds" rather than 
leaving one world behind.

Coupling the wisdom of our native elders to my own direct observations, 
it is obvious that a people without it's traditions and language, is a people 
of lost identity. There is no greater test of self esteem than that of a lost 
identity. Truly, many of the social problems of our native people are the 
result of low self esteem and the surgical separation from their roots.

Throughout the history of the world, the greatest web connecting people 
of all nationalities has been a common language. Besides being a social 
convenience, language unifies nations and guarantees a history. The spirit 
of a people is housed in it’s language.

If the Native people of Alaska are to survive, their language must be 
preserved in the "active population". Museums and archives are but 
storehouses necessary only to fill in the voids of a lost or waning history. 
Were the information passed along from generation to generation, the need 
for such institutions or warehouses would be minimal. It is imperative 
that the Alaska Native languages be kept alive and that the primary 
"warehouses" be in the minds and hearts of today's native youth.

In my other capacity as a regional school boardmember, it is clear to me 
that public schools will not fill the void. Suffice it to say, the present 
education system is not meeting the needs of "western" education much 
less the needs of native cultures. It will take outside initiative such as 
that being proposed in Senate Bill #1595 to begin bridging the vast canyon 
separating the cultural needs of native children from the public and higher 
education institutions as presently available.



Besides additional resources, there need to be programs and people 
identified which can fulfill objectives of legislations such as SB 1595. 
Simple turning earmarked money over to the existing education 
institutions will not insure progress. It is very important that the 
resources be controlled by groups who are accountable to their 
constituencies. It is also important the Alaskan programs be developed by 
those with proven success.

One model which is enhancing natural teachers training is a certification 
process found in Whitehorse, Yukon. The Yukon Native Language Centre 
has a 3 year program with First Nation's people now in 17 different 
schools as professional teachers. Canadians recognize the importance of 
preserving their languages by recognizing these teachers as 
"professionals" along with the gratuities and honors of a professional. 
Alaska has some bilingual programs in a few districts, but certainly 
nothing as serious as that of our Canadian neighbors. Therefore, in 
researching further for your bill, I would recommend that you contact John 
Ritter. Director of YNLC, to learn of their success with hopes of directing 
the resources of SB 1595 down similar pathways.

Thank you for SB 1595 and for considering this and other supportive 
testimony.

Sincerely,

Larry Roberts, M.Ed. 
Coordinator



Raymond C o l l i n s  Board MemberI d i t a r o d  Area S c h o o l  D i s t r i c tP . O .  Box 75M c G r a t h .  A l a s k a  99627November 4.  1991G e o r g i a n n a  L i n c o l n  Hess C o m m i t t e e ,  Co C h a i r  P . O .  Box V J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811Dear G e o r g i a n n a ,I am w r i t i n g  i n  r e s p o n s e  to your HB 352.  I am v e r y  much i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t he s u b j e c t  o f  l a n g u a g e  r e t e n t i o n  as I have s p e n t  much o f  my a d u l t  l i f e  s t u d y i n g  the Upper Kuskokwim A t h a b a s k a n  l a n g u a g e .  My w i f e  and I moved to N i k o l a i .  A l a s k a  in 1963 and began the i n i t i a l  s t u d y  o f  a t hen u n w r i t t e n  At ha b a sk a n l a n g u a g e .  At t h a t  t ime t h e r e  were s t i l l  a few c h i l d r e n  in the v i l l a g e  who spoke v e r y  l i t t l e  E n g l i s h .  The o n l y  non A t h a b a s k a n s  in the v i l l a g e  i n a d d i t i o n  to my f a m i l y  were a t e a c h i n g  c o u p l e  a t  the  s c h o o l .I t  s h o u l d  have been an i d e a l  l e a r n i n g  s i t u a t i o n  but  a l r e a d y  the f o r c e s  o f  cha ng e were a t  work.  A l l  o f  the a d u l t s  were b i l i n g u a l  t.o some e x t e n t  a l t h o u g h  the o l d e r  p e o p l e  p r e f e r r e d  A t h a b a s k a n .  The y o u n g e r  c o u p l e s  who were j u s t  s t a i t i n g  t o  r a i s e  f a m i l i e s  were the f i r s t  g e n e r a t i o n  who had been to s c h o o l  whi ch s t a r t e d  i n  1948.  The had f a c e d  t he d i f f i c u l t y  o f  b e i n g  i n s t r u c t e d  i n a l a n g u a g e  they did not  u n d e r s t a n d .  They were not p u n i s h e d  i n  N i k o l a i  as  f a r  as  I can d e t e r m i n e  b u t  the p r e s s u r e  was on to l e a r n  E n g l i s h  and they s u c c e e d e d .  T h e i r  p a r e n t s  had l e a r n e d  E n g l i s h  t h r o u g h  c o n t a c t  wi t h  w h i t e s  as  t h e y  grew up m o s t l y  thr oug h work and commerce.  They had not  used E n g l i s h  wi t h  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .The g e n e r a t i o n  who went to s c h o o l  seem t o  have made a c o n s c i o u s  or u n c o n s c i o u s  d e c i s i o n  to h e l p  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  by u s i n g  E n g l i s h  wi th  them as  a f i r s t  l a n g u a g e  and i t  worked a l l  too w e l l .  Thep r e s c h o o l e r s  e x c e p t  t ho s e  who had o l d e r  p a r e n t s  were m o s t l yb i l i n g u a l .  My d a u g h t e r  who was f o u r  a t  the t ime began l e a r n i n g  A t h a b a s k a n  from her p e e r s  and d i d  q u i t e  w e l l  u n t i l  they e n t e r e d  s c h o o l .  Once i n  s c h o o l  her  p e e r s  began u s i n g  E n g l i s h  most o f  the d ay .  My two younger  c h i l d r e n  n e ve r  d i d  ma s t e r  much A t h a b a s k a n  as t h e i r  p e e r s  were u s i n g  m o s t l y  E n g l i s h  by the t ime t h e y  s t a r t e d  pi ay irig ou t s i  de .By the 1970’ s when the b i l i n g u a l  e d u c a t i o n  movement s t a r t e d .  Mys t u d y  was f a r  enough a l o n g  and t he r e  were enough m a t e r i a l s  tos u p p o r t  a l i t e r a c y  program.  In 1973 I t r a i n e d  t h r e e  p e o p l e  to read and w r i t e  Upper Kuskokwim A t h a b a s k a n  and two o f  them went to work i n  the s c h o o l  t h a t  f a l l .  As most o f  the c h i l d r e n  were b i l i n g u a l  e s p e c i a l l y '  t h o s e  in the upper g r a d e s  the program went w e l l  and t hey l e a r n e d  to read but  the i n s t r u c t o r s  were r e a l l y  under a l o t  o f
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p r e s s u r e  to b o t h  t e a c h  and produce  m a t e r i a l s  as  t he y  soon e x h a u s t e d  t ho s e  t h a t  we had a l r e a d y  d e v e l o p e d .I was h o p i n g  t h a t  g e t t i n g - a l a n g u a g e  program i n the s c h o o l  and p r o v i d i n g  a p o s i t i v e  a t mo s p h e r e  would s t a b i l i z e  or e n c o u r a g e  l a n g u a g e  r e t e n t i o n .  I t  d i d  n o t ,  and the y oung e r  c h i l d r e n  c o n t i n u e d  t h e i r  s h i f t  to E n g l i s h .  S i n c e  they were now b i l i n g u a l  and t h e i r  p a r e n t s  were b i l i n g u a l  t he y  c o u l d  c h o o s e  which l a n g u a g e  to speak and even when a d d r e s s e d  by a d u l t s  in A t h a p a s k a n  they would o f t e n  respond in E n g l i s h .  Th e r e  were many f a c t o r s  i n f l u e n c i n g  t h e i r  c h o i c e .  By t h i s  t ime heads  t a r t  arid p r e s c h o o l  programs were b e g i n n i n g  and t he s e  used E n g l i s h .  The r a d i o  was on most o f  the time bo t h  a t  home and in camp.  P e o p l e  were a v i d  r e a d e r s  and e x c e p t  f o r  a few books  i n the s c h o o l  e v e r y t h i n g  a v a i l a b l e  was i n E n g l i s h .  And then t e l e v i s i o n  came a l o n g  and took up even more o f  the homo time whi ch c o u l d  have been c o n d u c i v e  t.o u s i n g  A t h a p a s k a n .C u r r e n t l y  the p r e s c h o o l e r s  a r e  l e a r n i n g  l i t t l e  i f  any A t h a b a s k a n  and t he s c h o o l  program has  s h i f t e d  from l i t e r a c y  to t e a c h i n g  A t h a b a s k a n  a s  a s e c o nd  l a n g u a g e .  T h i s  has  r e q u i r e d  the r e m a i n i n g  b i l i n g u a l  i n s t r u c t o r  to l e a r n  new methods f o r  which she was not  t r a i n e d  and For which no c u r r i c u l u m  e x i s t s .In o t h e r  v i l l a g e s  i n the IASD the l a n g u a g e s  a r e  i n  much more p r e c a r i o u s  s i t u a t i o n  w i t h  o n l y  o l d e r  s p e a k e r s  r e m a i n i n g  and most of  them l a c k i n g  t r a i n i n g  and m a t e r i a l s .  T h r e e  a d d i t i o n a l  A t ha b a s k a n  l a n g u a g e s  a r e  spoken i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t .  T a n a i n a  in Lime V i l l a g e .  Deg H i t ' a n  ( I n g a l i k )  i n H o l y  C r o s s ,  Anvik  and S h a g e l u k ,  and H o l i k a c h u k  i n G r a y l i n g .  T h e r e  have been l i m i t e d  programs i n  t he s e  v i l l a g e s  w i t h  l i m i t e d  s u c c e s s .  They g e n e r a t e  v e r y  l i t t l e  b i l i n g u a l  money b e c a u s e  A t h a b a s k a n  i s  not  even used i n  the homes o f  most o f  the s t u d e n t s .  The d i s t r i c t  do not  have  money f o r  t r a i n i n g  or m a t e r i a l s  p r o d u c t i o n .  ANLC i s  p r o v i d i n g  a c r i t i c a l  r o l e  in l a n g u a g e  d o c u m e n t a t i o n .  As we need to  r e c o r d  the l a n g u a g e  and wisdom o f  the  e l d e r s  b e f o r e  t he y  are  gone t a k i n g  t h e i r  knowl edge w i t h  them but  t h i s  i s  o n l y  r e s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l  not  t he  k i n d  o f  c u r r i c u l u m  needed to s u p p o r t  a second l a n g u a g e  program.I f  t he  l a n g u a g e s  a r e  to be s a v e d  as spoken l a n g u a g e s  s e v e r a l  t h i n g s  have g o t  t o  happen .  I n s t r u c t o r s  must be t r a i n e d  and a c u r r i c u l u m  and s u p p o r t i n g  m a t e r i a l s  d e v e l o p e d  f o r  a second l a n g u a g e  program.  I t  may r e q u i r e  p r o d u c i n g  a u d i o  tapes and even v i d e o  t a p e s .  T h i s  c o u l d  be one way o f  c a p t u r i n g  c u l t u r a l  c o n t e n t  and b r i n g i n g  i t  in to the c l a s s r o o m .  A v i d e o  o f  e l d e r s  b u t c h e r i n g  game or c u t t i n g  f i s h  ac c o mpa n i ed  by a p p r o p r i a t e  d i a l o g u e .  A t r i p  t h r o u g h  the c o u n t r y  naming f e a t u r e s ,  c o l l e c t i n g  p l a n t s ,  b e r r i e s  e t c .  wi th d i a l o g u e  i n  A t h a b a s k a n .  Communi t i es  need to be c r e a t i v e  i n  s e t t i n g  up s i t u a t i o n s  wore the l a n g u a g e  can be l e a r n e d  and u s e d .  S t o r y  t e l l i n g  s e s s i o n s ,  o u t i n g s  e t c .  I do n o t  t h i n k  the l a n g u a g e  can o n l y  be l e a r n e d  and used i n  the s c h o o l .  I f  we a r e  s e r i o u s  about  s a v i n g  the l a n g u a g e s  we w i l l  have to be c r e a t i v e  and make a r e a l  commitment o f  both t i me and money.  A program in the s c h o o l  wore v o c a b u l a r y  i s  l e a r n e d  f o l l o w e d  by summer c u l t u r a l  camps were t h e r e  i s  t o t a l  l a n g u a g e  e m e r s i o n  i n  a t r a d i t i o n a l  s o t t i n g .  We might
Z
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c o n s i d e r  the New Z e a l a n d  nod e!  where t h e y  s e t  up " l a n g u a g e  n e s t s ” whore e l d e r s  took c a r e  o f  c h i l d r e n  in a day c a r e ,  p r e s c h o o l  typo s i t u a t i o n  and c h i l d r e n  were emersed i n  the l a n g u a g e .Tf the l e g i s l a t i o n  p a s s e s  as  i s  I do not t h i n k  i t  w i l l  a c c o m p l i s h  what you want .  S c h o o l s  may adopt  a program and put  t e a c h e r s  i n  the s c h o o l s  to comply but  i f  they a r e  not  t r a i n e d  and p r o v i d e d  wi t h  a p p r o p r i a t e  m a t e r i a l  t hey  may not  a c c o m p l i s h  much and may even d i s c o u r a g e  the s t u d e n t s  and p a r e n t s .  I f  the b i l i n g u a l  e d u c a t i o n s  l e g i s l a t i o n  was a l s o  c ha ng e d  so t h a t  N a t i v e  A l a s k a n  s e c o n d  l a n g u a g e  programs c o u l d  g e n e r a t e  as  much money as p e o p l e  who move in to the s t a t e  and do not  speak E n g l i s h  i f: would h e l p .I t  a l s o  does not  a d d r e s s  t he  many N a t i v e  s t u d e n t s  who now r e s i d e  in An c h o r a g e  and F a i r b a n k s  or a t t e n d  Mt . Edgecombe.  I f  t he  r u r a l  d i s t r i c t s  a r e  the o n l y  ones who must comply and i t  p u t s  a d d i t i o n a l  s t r a i n s  on t h e i r  l i m i t e d  r e s o u r c e s  w i l l  t h e y  not  f a l l  even f u r t h e r  b eh i nd  i n  t h e i r  r e g u l a r  i n s t r u c t i o n  prog r ams?I would l i k e  t o  see t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  s u c c e e d  and hope you g e t  the s u p p o r t  you ne e d .  We must a l s o  c o n v i n c e  the c o m mu n i t i es  and the s t u d e n t s  to g e t  b e h i nd  i t .  The G r a y l i n g  p a r e n t s  t h r o u g h  the a d v i s o r y  s c h o o l  board were r e q u i r i n g  a c o u r s e  i n  H o l i k a c h u k  f o r  the s t u d e n t s  to g r a d u a t e  but  t h i s  was not  s u p p o r t e d  by a l l  the  s t u d e n t s  and we ( t he  IASD) board were r e q u e s t e d  to drop t h i s  r e q u i r e m e n t .  I t  i s  young a d u l t s  and p a r e n t s  who do n o t  s pe a k  t he  l a n g u a g e  who seem to f e e l  the l o s s  the most r a t h e r  t han o l d e r  p e o p l e  and the s t u d e n t : ; .  We need i n s t r u c t i o n a l  programs f o r  t h i s  g r o u p  as w e l l .In my o t h e r  h a t  I run the Mc Gr at h  C e n t e r  f o r  the R u r a l  C o l l e g e  o f  UAF.  I have r e q u e s t  f o r  a c l a s s  f o r  a d u l t s  f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n  in Dog H i t * a n  t h a t  I hope to comply wi t h .  Lack o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  m a t e r i a l s  and i n s t r u c t o r s  a r e  t he  p r o b l e m.I u n d e r s t a n d  t h e r e  i s  f e d e r a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  p r o p o s e d  t h a t  may p r o v i d e  money f o r  r e s e a r c h  and d ev e l o p m e n t  o f  l a n g u a g e  m a t e r i a l s .  Tf  t h i s  p a s s e s  i t  c o u l d  g r e a t l y  a s s i s t  you l e g i s l a t i o n .S i n c e r e l y
Raymond L .  C o l l i n s
phone: 524-3074 o r  524-3512
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J a n u a r y  17, 1992

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G e o r g i a n n a  L i n c o l n  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
S t a t e  C a p i t a l
Juneau, A l a s k a  9 9801-1182

RE: H o u s e  Bil l #352

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Lincoln,

I a m  w r i t i n g  to y o u  in r e f e r e n c e  to H B  352, w h i c h  y o u  
i n t r o d u c e d  d u r i n g  t h e  last L e g i s l a t i v e  Session. I w a n t  to 
tell y o u  I f u l l y  s u p p o r t  y o u r  e f f o r t s  a n d  e n d e a v e r s  in 
p a s s i n g  H B  352.

Y ou a re to be c o m m e n d e d  for m a k i n g  t h i s  l i n g u i s t i c  p a r t  of 
t he c u r r i c u l u m  in t h e  h i g h  schools. It t o o k  a lo ng  t i m e  to 
r e a l i z e  t h a t  h e r e  w e  are t e a c h i n g  French, Russian, or 
S p a n i s h  in ou r s ch oo l s y st em s and n o t  a ny e f f o r t s  m a d e  in 
t e a c h i n g  o ur s t a t e ' s  o r i g i n a l  languages.

It is als o g o o d  to k n o w  t h a t  y o u  a r e  t h e r e  t o  w a t c h  a n d  do 
w h a t ' s  t h e  b e s t  for n o t  o n l y  t he N a t i v e  p e o p l e  b u t  a l s o  the 
non - Na ti ve s.  I c an g u a r a n t e e  y o u  t h a t  as lo ng  as y o u  are 
there, t h e y  w o n ' t  be t r y i n g  to r a m  som e l e g i s l a t i o n  d o w n  our 
throats.

I a m  a v e r y  p r o u d  m a n  t o  see l e g i s l a t i o n  l i k e  this, as in 
1976 w h e n  I w a s  a m e m b e r  of t h e  s c h o o l  b o a r d  in Eagle, I 
t r i e d  u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  to g e t  " c u l t u r a l  h e r t i a g e "  in to  t h e  
cu rriculum. P l e a s e  be a w a r e  t h a t  I am p r o u d  of y o u  a n d  look 
f o r w a r d  to t a l k  t o  y o u  w h e n  yourfein F airbanks.

K e e p  u p  t h e  g o o d  work.

Sincerely,

2123 H i l t o n  A v e n u e  
Fairbanks, A l a s k a  99701



L O W E R  K U S K O K W I M  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T

CURRICULUM/BILINGUAL DEPARTMENT
P.O. BOX 305 * BETHEL, ALASKA 99559 

(907) 5 4 3 - 4 8 5 0

In response to: "An Act Relating to a Curriculum for Native Language Education," or House Bill 
352. Sponsored by Representative Georgianna Lincoln

The Lower Kuskokwim School District provides educational services to approximately 2600 
students in 23 villages. Of all the students enrolled in the spring of 1990, over 1200 students 
are primary Yup'ik speakers, an additional 600 students speak English but require English as A 
Second Language and Yup'ik as a Second Language instruction. The total student enrollment 
requiring special attention in the area of Second Language instruction comprises over I800 

students.

As a result, the district has given significant time, funding, and committment to developing 
first language instructional programs that are appropriate to the special language needs of the 
students in this area. Several models of instruction are implemented in order to accommodate 
varied student needs ranging from complete instruction in Yup'ik in grades k-2, Yup'ik language 
maintainance in grades 3-I2, to required Yup'ik As A Second Language for students in villages 
who no longer speak their native languages.

The committment of the District Board of Education to the usage of the native language in our 
instructional programs is unique and singular in the state of Alaska.

Compelling reasons for implementing the programs which utilize the native language include:

1. Children have the inherent right to enter school and speak and learn in the language which 
they speak and understand.

2. if a child is to grow with self respect, and a strong self esteem, schools must convey the 
message that his/her native language is an important and valid tool for learning.

3. There is research evidence that a sound base in the native first language is required for the 
acquisition of a second language.

4. W e  need to work collectively as educators to promote and encourage the indigeneous
language unless we would like to live and work in a region 10 years from now that only
remembers the language that once was, through the use of an occasional song, dance or feast.

The passage of a bill which supports the development of curriculum for native languages 
traditionally spoken in a school district and which encourages the utilization of instructors with 
the knowledge, training, skills and curriculum materials necessary to teach the language is 
totally appropriate and long overdue.

Respectfully submitted by:

Phyllis Williams,
Director, Curriculum/BilingualEducation



"Specializing in Alaska 
Native Arts & Crafts"

F e b r u a r y  8, 1992 

Dear Georgianna,

I am in s u pp or t  of the p r o p o s e d  House Bill 352, "An Act 
R e l a t i n g  to a C u r r i c u l u m  for Native L a n g u a g e  E du ca ti on ".  In
light of the stud ie s i n d i c a t i n g  that our N a t i v e  L a n g ua ge  m a y
soon be lost and gone forever I think the bill is a v e r y
c r uc ia l s t e p  in p r e v e n t i n g  this from happening.

Culture, w i t h  language b e i n g  a part of that is v e r y  
im po rt an t to a g r o u p  of people. I th i nk  the la nguage 
e x p r es se s  who ve are from the ver y  d e p t h  of our soul and 
that t e a c h i n g  the lan gu ag e is k ey for us as a peopl e to 
c o n t in ue  to express ou rs el v es  as a d i s t i n c t  people.

I think b y  t e a c h i n g  the la ng ua g e in the s c h o ol s our c h i l d r e n  
will be c o n f i r m e d  in who t h e y  are; h en ce f o r t h ,  t h e y  will 
d e v e l o p  a s tr o ng  c u l tu ra l  i d e n t i t y  w h i c h  will u l t i m a t e l y  
lead to a s t r on g  and h e a l t h y  society.

I think the State shoul d o n l y  see thi s  p r o p o s a l  as a means 
to r e v e r s i n g  the m a n y  t r a u m a t i c  e x p e r i e n c e s  t h a t  our people 
has s u c c u m b e d  to s ince the i n t r o d u c t i o n  of W e s t e r n  S o c i e t y  
to our homeland.

R e s p e c t f u l l y ,

Sonia Vent, PA-C

P.O. Box 123 • Galena, AK 99741 • (907) 656-1375
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ENTITLED:

W H E R E A S , 

WHEREAS, 

W H E R E A S , 

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS,

RESOLVED:

R E S O L V E D :

1991 V i l l a g e  P a r t i c i p a t i o n  c o n f e r e n c e

RESOLUTION # 91 - 5

I M P L E M E N T A T I O N  O P  N A T I V E  LANGUAGES, C U L T U R E S  A N D  
H I S T O R Y  I N S T R U C T I O N  AS A  R E Q U I R E M E N T  IN A L L  V I L L A G E  
SCHO O LS

b u d g e t  c o n s t r a i n t *  have c a u s e d  c u l t u r a l  p r o g r a m *  t o  
be dropped; and

o u r  N a t i v e  s t u de nt B  d o n ' t  k n o w  h o w  t o  * p * a k  t h e i r  
la ng ua ge s a h d  h a v e  lost c u l t u r a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ;  and

s o m e  areas d o  n o t  h a v e  cultural, l a n g u a g e  a n d  h i e t o r y  
pr og ra ms ; and

o u r  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  lost t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  u n d e r s t n a d  
t h e i r  heritage; and

n o t  e d u c a t i n g  o u r  c h i l dr en  in t he ir  N a t i v e  l an gu ag e* , 
c u l t u r e  a nd h i e t o r y  wil l c a u s e  our N a t i v e  h e r i t a g e  t o  
b e  lost.

Now, therefore, be it

t h a t  the 1991 V P C  h e r e b y  u r g e s  the A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  
of E d u c a t i o n  to s et a side f u n d i n g  to I m p l e m e n t  t h e  
t e a c h i n g  of A l a s k a  N at iv e languages, c u l t ur e,  a n d  
h i s t o r y  in r u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  as a r e q u i r e m e n t ;  and

be it furt he r

t h a t  the 1991 V P C  h e r e b y  u r g e s  t he G o v e r n o r  of th e 
s t a t e  of A l a s k a  t o  f ully f u n d  t he se  p r o g r a m s .

A D O P T E D  t h i s  2 9 t h  d a y  of March, 1991 a t  the V i l l a g e  P a r t i c i p a t i o n  
C o n f e r e n c e  in Juneau, Alaska.

  _  ___
Dewey  /kan, C h a i r p e r s o n
1991 V i l l a g e  P a r t i c i p a t i o n  C o n f e r e n c e
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RESOLUTION
TITLE? SUPPORTING NATIVE LANGUAGE EDUCATION IN THE SCHOOLS
WHEREAS 1 , Native languages are c en t ra l And e s s en t ia l to  the s p i r i t u a l i t y ,  cu ltu re , 

and heritage o f Native people in  A laska; and
WHEREAS 1 With tha p a « i ln | o f  a ld a r i i  our younger ganaraciona arc ln e r a a a ln | ly

becoming laac knowledgeable about th a i r  Native language and cu ltu re ) and
WHEREAS 1 The Alaakc educationa l system, h i s t o r i c a l l y ,  con tributed to the diminution o f 

Native language!) and
WHEREAS 1 Our ichoo la  have not appreciated that Native language acqu is it ion  la  c ru c ia l 

f o r  function ing w ith in a m u lt ic u l tu ra l  w or ld , And subsequently, have not 
bean Inco rpora t ing  tha teaching o f  the Native languages in to th e i r  whola 
c u r r ic u la )  and

WHEREAS) Home 1111 352, in  ace re la t in g  to a curricu lum  f o r  Native language
education, which la  p resen t ly  be fo re  tha A laska I t a t t  L eg is la tu re , would 
be a c r i t i c a l  seep in rev iv ing  our Native language bp prov id ing the 
opportunity f o r  Alaska Native* ,from  the k indergarten through the secondary 
le v e ls ,  to ls s rn  end maintain th e i r  Native languages) and

WHEREAS) House 1111 352 is  complimented on the n a t io n a l l a v a l  through US Senate B i l l  
15*3 e n t i t l e d ,  "Tha Alaska Native language P re se rva t ion  and Inhsncamant Act 
o f  1991", sponsored by A laska's Senator Prank Kurkowskl,

NOW THEREFORE IE IT RESOLVED that tha members o f  tha Fairbanks Subregional Advisory
Beard support tha e f f o r t s  o f  Representative . Georglanna Lincoln* and urge
f o r  the immediate passage o f Heuaa B i l l  312.
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R E S O L U T I O N

TITLE: S U P P O R T I N G  N A T I V E  L A N G U A G E  E D U C A T I O N  I N  T H E  S C H O O L S

W H E R E A S :  N a t i v e  l a n g u a g e s  a r e  c e n t r a l  t o  t h e  s p i r i t u a l i t y ,  c u l t u r e  
a n d  h e r i t a g e  o f  N a t i v e  p e o p l e  in A l a s k a ;  a n d

W H E R E A S :  w i t h  t h a  p a s s i n g  o f  e l d e r s  o u r  y o u n g e r  g e n e r a t i o n s  a r e
i n c r e a s i n g l y  l e s s  k n o w l e d g e a b l e  a b o u t  t h e i r  N a t i v e  
l a n g u a g e  a n d  c u l t u re ; a n d

W H E R E A S :  T h e  A l a s k a  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  p l a y e d  a m a j o r  r o l e  in
d i m i n i s h i n g  N a t i v e  l a n g u a g e s ;  a n d

W H E R E A S :  o u r  s c h o o l s  a r e  n o t  t e a c h i n g  N a t i v e  l a n g u a g e  a s  p a r t  of
t h e  l a n g u a g e  c u r r i c u l u m  w h i c h  is i m p a c t i n g  t h e  
p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  N a t i v e  l a n g u a g e s ;  a n d

W H E R E A S :  H o u s e  B i l l  352, a n  a c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  a c u r r i c u l a  f o r
N a t i v e  l a n g u a g e  e d u c a t i o n ,  w h i c h  is p r e s e n t l y  b e f o r e  t h e  
A l a s k a  s t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  w o u l d  b e  a  c r i t i c a l  s t e p  in 
r e v i v i n g  o u r  N a t i v e  l a n g u a g e  b y  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  A l a s k a  N a t i v e s  t o  l e a r n  a n d  m a i n t a i n  
t h e i r  N a t i v e  l a n g ua ge ; a n d

W H E R E A S :  s 1 5 9 5  " T h e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  L a n g u a g e  P r e s e r v a t i o n  a n d
E n h a n c e m e n t  A o t  o f  1 991" s p o n s o r e d  b y  S e n a t o r  F r a n k  
M u r k o w a k i  c o m p l i m e n t s  H B  352.

N O W  T H E R E F O R E  B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  S u b r e g i o n a l
A d v i s o r y  B o a r d  M e m b e r s  e n d o r s e  a n d  u r g e s  p a s s a g e  o f  H o u s e  
B i l l  352.



Denakkanaaga
1 3 0 2  2 1 st Avenue 

Fa irb anks , A la ska  9 9 7 0 1  
( 9 0 7 ) 4 5 6 - 5 3 2 7

Resolution No. 91 -05
Promotion o f  Natiue Language Education in Homes,

Schools, and Communities
LUhereas the elders o f  Denakkanaaga haue long wanted to continue 

the use o f their Natiue language and to pass their language on 
to gounger generations; and

UJhereas the dominant language, English, is used, almost eHdusiuelg in 
communities, state, and schools,

Therefore be it resolued that the elders o f  Denakkanaaga will assume 
the responsibility to promote, preserue, and use their Natiue 
language in their own homes and communities and at their 
organizational meetings; and

Be it fu rther resolued that Denakkanaaga will encourage uiilage 
councils to support Representatiue Georgianna Lincoln's House 
Bill #352 ,  entitled "Rn Ret Relating to a Curriculum fo r  Natiue 
Language Education," to require each rural school district to 
haue the local uiilage dialect (language) be taught as a 
"language" in grades K -12 with elders as teachers or 
supplemental bilingual instructors; and

Be it fu rther resolued that Denakkanaaga will urge Doyon and Tanana 
Chiefs Conference to include Natiue language in their meetings, 
workshops, radio programs, announcements, and the like.



CERTIFICATION

I ce r t i f y tha t th is re so lu t i o n uuas passed on June 6, 1991 by the 
Denakkanaaga Board o f Directors and the e lde r uot ing delegates at 
the Tenth Rnnual Denakkanaaga Confe rence in Tanacross. Rlaska.

John Starr , Second Chief
/

Subm i t ted by: John S ta rr, Second Chief



T A N  A N A  C H I E F S  C O N F E R E N C E .  I N C .
B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s

R e s o l u t i o n  N o .  9 1 - 7 1

A L A S K A  N A T I V E  L A N G U A G E S

W H E R E A S .  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  a n y  c u l t u r e  i s  e s s e n t i a l - t o  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h a t
c u l t u r e ;  a n d

W H E R E A S .  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p l e  t o  w h o m  t h e  A t h a b a s c a n  l a n g u a g e  i s  t h e i r  f i r s t
l a n g u a g e  i s  d w i n d l i n g  a n d  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p l e  w h o  u n d e r s t a n d  b u t  d o  n o t  
s p e a k  t h e  l a n g u a g e  a r e  m o s t l y  i n  t h e i r  l a t e  4 0 ' s ;  a n d

W H E R E A S .  w e  a r e  s o o n  t o  h a v e  t w o  g e n e r a t i o n s  w h o  n e i t h e r  s p e a k  n o r  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
A t h a b a s c a n  l a n g u a g e ;  a n d

t • • . r,

W H E R E A S .  u n l e s s  t h i s  i s  q u i c k l y  r e v e r s e d ,  t h e  l a n g u a g e  w i l l  n o  l o n g e r  b e  a  l i v i n g
l a n g u a g e .

N O W  T H E R E F O R E  B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  t h e  T a n a n a  C h i e f s  C o n f e r e n c e  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s
d i r e c t s  T C C  s t a f f  t o  w o r k  w i t h  A l a s k a  S t a t e  l e g i s l a t o r s  t o  m a k e  t h e  t e a c h i n g
o f  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  L a n g u a g e s  m a n d a t o r y  i n  a l l  A l a s k a  P u b l i c  S c h o o l  s v s t e m s  
w h o s e  e n r o l l m e n t  i s  p r i m a r i l y  A l a s k a  N a t i v e .

B E  I T  F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  m a k e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  l a n g u a g e s
a n  a c c r e d i t e d  l a n g u a g e  c u r r i c u l u m .

C E R T I F I C A T I O N  '

I  h e r e b y  c e r t i f y  t h a t  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  w a s  d u l y  p a s s e d  b y  t h e  T a n a n a  C h i e f s  C o n f e r e n c e .  I n c .  B o a r d  o f
D i r e c t o r s  o n  M a r c h  1 4 ,  1 9 9 1  a t  F a i r b a n k s .  A l a s k a  a n d  a  q u o r u m  w a s  d u l y  e s t a b l i s h e d .

M i t c h ' D e m i e n t i e f f  
S e c r e t a r y / T r e a s u r e r

S u b m i t t e d  b y ;  R e s o l u t i o n s  C o m m i t t e e  f o r  
T a n a n a  T r i b a l  C o u n c i l  
Y u k o n  T a n a n a  S u b r e g i o n a l  

A d v i s o r y  B o a r d  
V e n e t i e  Y o u t h  D e l e g a t e  
K o y u k u k  V i l l a g e  C o u n c i l



A L A S K A  F E D E R A T I O N  O F  N A T I V E S ,  I N C .

TITLE:

WHEREAS:

W H E R E A S :

W H E R E A S :

WHEREAS:

W H E R E A S :

W H E R E A S : 

WHEREAS: 

W H E R E A S :

W H E R E A S :

1991 ANNUAL C O N V E N T I O N  

RESOLUTION 91-08

A  R E S O L U T I O N  R EG ARDING E D U C A T I O N

over the years Native elders in conference have passed 
a number of resolutions regarding the need for 
increased incorporation of Native culture, language and 
values into the school systems; and

Native culture, practice and lifestyle are still 
minimally incorporated into the high school curriculum 
of public schools, virtually ignoring the cultural 
background of students; and

Native Youth Olympics and Native dancing could be 
incorporated into the physical education curriculum but 
are not and are organized as after school activities; 
and

skin sewing and other traditional skills could be 
incorporated into the Home Economics curriculum but are 
not; and

the Home Economics area at the school is large and 
would be an ideal location to teach skin sewing and 
other traditional skills; and

the individual who teaches skin sewing is placed 
upstairs in the library resource area; and

Native languages could be granted foreign language 
credit within a school system, but are not; and

i n  c e r t a i n  d i s t r i c t s  Native c h i l d r e n  a c c o u n t  f o r  o n l y  3 
o f  36 c h i l d r e n  enro ll e d i n  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  G i f t e d  and 
T a l e n t e d  P rogram, even t h o u g h  they c o m p r i s e  71% of the 
s t u d e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  w it hi n t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  district; 
a n d

all of the a b o v e  demo ns tr at es  that N a t i v e  c u l t u r e  and 
l i f e s t y l e  c o u l d  be more fully i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  the basic 
e d u c a t i o n a l  c u r r i c u l u m  of p u bl ic  sch oo ls ; a n d



N O W  T H E R E F O R E  BE IT R E S O L V E D  the d e le gates o f  the 1991 A n n u a l
C o n v e n t i o n  o f  the A l a s k a  Fe de ra t i o n  of N a t iv e s,  Inc. 
c al l u p o n  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  to e x p l a i n  w h a t  steps th ey  
p la n to t a k e  to m o r e  fully incor po ra te  N a t i v e  culture, 
h i s t o r y  a n d  l i f e s t y l e  in to  the b a s i c  c u r r i c u l u m  o f f e r e d  
to o u r  ch il dr en ; and

BE IT F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that a r e q u e s t  be m ad e for a w r i t t e n
e x p l a n a t i o n  as to w h y  our  c h i l d r e n  ar e e x c l u d e d  f r o m  
the g i f t e d  and t a l e n t e d  p r o g r a m  a n d  w h a t  steps are 
b e i n g  t a k e n  to e n s u r e  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  w i l l  b e  r ec ti fi ed ;  
and

BE I T  F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  i n c r e a s e d  fundi ng  be p r o v i d e d  t o  
c o n s t r u c t  a n d  e x p a n d  l i b r a r ie s in t h e  v i ll ages.

S U B M I T T E D  BY: A F N  E l d e r s  C o n f e r e n c e

C O M M I T T E E  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S :  D o  P a s s

C O N V E N T I O N  A C T I O N :  P a s s e d



A L A S K A  FEDER AT I ON  O F  NATIVES, INC. 

1991 A NNUAL C O N V E N T I O N  

R E S O L U T I O N  91- 86

TITLE: E N D O R S I N G  HB 352 "AN A C T  R E L A T I N G  T O  C U R R I C U L U M  F O R
N A T I V E  L A N G U A G E  E D U C A T I O N . "

W HEREAS, R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G e o r g i a n n a  L i n c o l n  ha s s u b m i t t e d  HB 352,
e n t i t l e d  "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to c u r r i c u l u m  for N a t i v e  
l a n g u a g e  education: a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for a n  e f f e c t i v e
date;" and

WHE RE AS , HB 352 a d v o c a t e s  the r e v i t a l i z a t i o n  o f  N a t i v e  l a n g u a g e s
by i n c o r p o r a t i n g  them i n t o  the c u r r i c u l u m  o f  s c hools;

N O W  T H E R E F O R E  BE IT RESOLVED, b y  t he d e l e g a t e s  to the 1991 A n n u a l  
C o n v e n t i o n  o f  the A l a s k a  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  N a t i v e s ,  Inc. 
that the A l a s k a  F e d e r a t i o n  of N a t i v e s  e n d o r s e s  a n d  
u r g e s  the p a s s a g e  of H B  352.

S U B M I T T E D  BY: A F N  E d u c a t i o n  W o r k s h o p

C O M M I T T E E  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S :  Do Pass

C O N V E N T I O N  ACTION: Pa ssed



A L A S K A  F E D E R A T I O N  O F  N A T I V E S ,  I N C .

1991 A N N U A L  C O N V E N T I O N  

R E S O L U T I O N  91- 102

TITLE: P R E S E R V A T I O N  OF THE N A T I V E  L A N G U A G E

WHEREAS: the N a t i v e  l a n g u a g e  is o n e  of the m o s t  i m p o r t a n t
p o s s e s s i o n s  for any culture; and

WHEREAS: t h e  lo s s o f  a l a n g u a g e  is the loss of the m o s t
i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t s  of a c ulture; a n d

WHEREAS: l o c a l  N a t i v e  l a n g u a g e s  a r e  d e t e r i o r a t i n g  a n d  are
p r a c t i c a l l y  lost; and

WHEREAS: o u r  e l d e r s  a n d  a d u l t s  k n o w  the N a t i v e  lan gu ag e,  the -
y o u n g e r  g e n e r a t i o n  is less f a m i l i a r  w i t h  s e n t e n c e s 'and 
k n o w  v e r y  l i t t l e  a b o u t  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  c u l t u r e ,  a l t h o u g h  
t h e r e  a r e  f e w  y o u n g e r  g e n e r a t i o n  w h o  a r e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  
t h e i r  N a t i v e  l a n g u a g e  a n d  c u l t u r a l  b a c k g r o u n d ;  a n d

I E R EA S: w e  m u s t  t a k e  a c t i o n  t o  m a k e  a d i f f e r e n c e  to c h a n g e  thi s 
p r o b l e m ,  a l s o  to p r e s e r v e  o ur c u l t u r a l  b a c k g r o u n d ,  a n d  
to h a v e  o u r  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e i r  
N a t i v e  l a n g u a g e  so w e  do not lo se  o u r  l a n g u a g e  
c o m p l e t e l y ;  and

WHEREAS: if w e  w o r k  t o g e t h e r  w e  c a n  hav e e x c e l l e n t  r e s u l t s  w h i c h
w o u l d  s a v e  the past, m a k e  a d i f f e r e n c e  in th e p r e s e n t ,  
and to t h i n k  a b o u t  t h e  future; and

N O W  T H E R E F O R E  BE IT R E S O L V E D  t h a t  d e l e g a t e s  to the 1 9 9 1  A n n u a l
C o n v e n t i o n  o f  the A l a s k a  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  N a t i v e s ,  Inc. 
p r o v i d e  the o p p o r t u n i t y  f or a l l  A l a s k a  N a t i v e s  to l e a r n  
a nd m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  N a t i v e  language; and

BE IT F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  e a c h  t r i b e  o r  v i l l a g e  b e  a l l o w e d  t h e  
r i g h t  to d e c l a r e  the local N a t i v e  l a n g u a g e  as t h e i r  
o f f i c i a l  l a n g u a g e  in w h i c h  b u s i n e s s  w i l l  b e  c o n d u c t e d  
a nd r e c o r d s  kept; and

BE IT F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  tha t the s c h o o l  m o n i t o r  f or t h e
a c h i e v e m e n t s  th at  the N a t i v e  lan gu ag e c l a s s e s  attain; 
a nd



V' • ' ' . ■ ' X; - :-v

BE I T  FURTHER RESOLVED t h a t  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  h a v e  a s o l i d  
c u r r i c u l u m  f o r  N a t i v e  l a n g u a g e  t e a c h e r s ;  a n d

BE I T  FURTHER RESOLVED t h a t  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  i n v e s t  m o r e  m o n e y
a n d  t i m e  i n t o  t h e  N a t i v e  l a n g u a g e  c l a s s e s  s o  t h a t  i t  
w i l l  a r o u s e  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  t h e  s t u d e n t s  
w i l l  w a n t  t o  a t t e n d  N a t i v e  l a n g u a g e  c l a s s e s .

S U B M I T T E D  BY: A FN Y o u t h  C o n v e n t i o n

C O M M I T T E E  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S :  Do Pass

C O N V E N T I O N  ACTION: P a s s e d
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W H I T E  K O U I E  C O N F E R E N C E  O N  I N D IA N E D U C A T I O N  

S U M M A R Y  Or R E S O L U T I O N S  

A d o p t e d  J a n u a r y  24, 1992

T O P I C  7 -  N A T I V E  L A N G U A G E S  A N D  C U L T U R E

NOW, THEREF OR E,  B E  IT RESOLVED, t h a t  I T h e  W h i t *  K o u a e  
C o n f e r e n c e  o n  I nd i an  E d u c a t i o n  h e r e b y  r e q u e s t s  t h a  
P r e a i d a n t  of tha U n i t a d  S t a t a a  a n d  t h a  U.S. C o n g r e s s  to 
s t r e n g t h e n  a n d  i n o r a a a a  s u p p o r t  for; t h a  l a n g u a g e  and 
c u l t u r e  of A m e r i c a n  I n d i a n a  and Alaafcan N a t i v e s  b y  t h a  
f o l l o w i n g  a o t i o n a  t

A * a n d  s. ^044 b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  a m e n d i n g  T i t l a  
viz, t h t  b i l i n g u a l  E d u c a t i o n  A o t  of 19<5 (20 u.s.c. 
3001) t o  inoluda a  n ew o h a p t a r  for A a a r i c a n  I n d i a n  a n d  
A l a s k a  N a t i v a  b i l i n g u a l  education.

A. E n a u r e  t h a  streng th en in g , p r a a a r v a t i o n ,  and
r e v i v a l  of n a t i v a  l a n g u a g e s  a n d  c u l t u r e *  to p e r m i t  
s t u d e n t s  to la ar n t h e i r  t r i b a l  l a n g u a g e  ee e firet 
o r  s e c o n d  language.

9. E n c o u r a g e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  d e v e l o p  p a r t n e r e h i p e  
(in p r o g r a m s  f u n d e d  o r  e m e n d e d  b y  s.2044) b e t w e e n  
eohoole, parents, u n i v e r s i t i e e ,  and tribee.

c. P r o v i d e  for long t e r m  a s s e s s m e n t  a n d  e v a l u a t i o n  of 
p r o g r e s s  fu nded u n d e r  this n a v  ohaptar,

T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i e  p a r t  w i l l  b e  to e v a l u a t e  the 
e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of programs, c o n d u c t  r e a a a r o h  
( I nc lu d i n g  huriatic, a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l ,  
e t hn og r a p h i c ,  qualitative, q u a n t i t a t i v e  r e s e a r c h ) , 
t h a t  w o u l d  l e a d  t o  a b a t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of 

..v , l a n g ua ge  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  t o  i d e n t i f y  e x e m p l a r y  
 ̂ m o d e l a  f o r  ot he r groups.

*
D. N a t i v e  l a n g u a g e  t e a c h e r  c o m p e t e n c e  a u a t  m e e t  

c o m p e t e n c y  r e q u i r e m e n t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by t r i b e s . 
T h e s e  s t a n d a r d s  m a y  b e  d e v e l o p e d  in o o o p e r e t i o n  
w i t h  the e d v i o e  of l a n g u a g e  e x p e r t s  of t h a  t r l b e e  
a n d  u n i v e r e l t i e e  t h a t  a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t e a c h e r  
t r a i n i n g  progress.



7 - 2

1, A l l o w  f o r  p r o g r a m  d e v e l o p m e n t  b a a e d  on s u c c e s s f u l  
e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m *  as v a i l  a« n a v  m o d e l s  t h a t  ara 
i n n o v a t i v e  a n d  e x p l o r e  n a v  t h a o r U e  on b i l i n g u a l  
e d u c a t i o n  a n d  l a n g u a g e  d a v a l o p a a n t  l n o l u d l n g  
e m e r s i o n  p r o g r a m * .

A C T I O N  P L A N  INCLUDED.

NOW, TH ER EF O R E ,  B E  IT R E SO LV ED , that! T h a  W h i t a  H o u t a  
C o n f e r e n c e  o n  I n d i a n  E d u c a t i o n  h e r e b y  r e q u e s t *  t h a  
P r a a i d a n t  of t h a  u n i t e d  s t a t e *  a n d  t h a  U.s, C o n g r a a a  t o  
s t r e n g t h e n  a n d  i n c r a a a a  s u p p o r t  for t h a  l a n g u a g e  and 
o u l t u r a  o f  A m a r i o a n  I n d i a n a  a n d  A l a s k a n  N a t i v e *  b y  t h a  
f o l l o w i n g  action*i

1, A m a n d  t a n a t a  Bil l 3044 to p r o v i d t  f o r  that

A, I n e l u a i o n  o f  "Langu ag e,  L it ar a ey , a n d  
C u l t u r e "  in tha T it le ;  a n d  u a a  of t ha 
t e r m i n o l o g y  " L a n g u a g e / c u l t u r e "  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h a  Act. *

I, D a v a l o p a a n t  of c u r r i c u l a  for L a n g u a g e /
Cultura,. t o g a t h a r  w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  level* 
w h i c h  e n a b l e  t h a  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  lost 
languaga*; a n d  a n  o v a r a l l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  of 
$ 3 0 0  B i l l i o n  for languaga, litaraey, a n d  
o u l t u r a  i n c l u d i n g  m o d a l  p r o g r a m * «

C. D a v a l o p a a n t  of l a n g u a g a  l i t a r a e y  a n d  c u l t u r a  
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  s t a n d a r d s  b y  t r i b a l  
g o v e r n m e n t * ,  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  a u o h

• • o e r t i f i o a t i o n  by S E A *  and a c c r e d i t i n g
i n s t i t u t i o n * ;  and, a p p r o p r i a t i o n  l e v e l *  w h i c h  
e n a b l e  f u l l  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of t h a  s tandard*,

D, E s t a b l i s h m e n t  of c o u r s e  c r e d i t  for N a t i v e  
L a n g u a g a  c l a s s e s  a t  i n s t i t u t i o n *  cf h i g h e r  
education, b y  a t u d a n t *  w h o  d e m o n s t r a t e  
l i t e r a c y  a n d  p r o f i c i e n c y  in N a t i v a  languages.

x. I n c l u s i o n  of A m a r i o a n  I n d i a n  h i s t o r y  and 
o u l t u r a  a s  ti r e q u i r e m e n t *  f o r  t * a c h * r
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  oil



r. A c c o u n t a b i l i t y  A n d  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of
a p p r o p r i a t e d  fundi t o  X n d l t n  t r i b e s  a n d  
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  i n c l u d i n g  u r b a n  I n d i a n  
o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  for I n d i a n  l a n g u a g a  and 
oultura.

0. A l l o w  A m a r i o a n  I n d i a n  a n d  A l a s k a  N a t i v a  
T r i b a s  to a a m m e , t o t a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for 
t h a i r  e d u c a t i o n  programs,

H. R a q u i r e  a t a t a  a n d  local e d u c a t i o n  a g e n d a s  
t h a t  r v c e i v e  federal f u n d s  t o  i n c l u d e  
A m e r i c a n  I n d i a n  a nd A l a s k a  N a t i v a  language,-, 
cultura, a n d  h i s t o r y  i n t o  c o r e  c u rr i cu lu m.

2. R a q u i r a  t h a  U.S. O f f i c e  o f  I n d i a n  E d u c a t i o n  to 
c o l l a b o r a t e  w i t h  t h a  S e n at e o n  3,2044 t o  i n c l u d e  
t ha r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  h e r e t o f o r e  set forth.

A C T I O N  P L A N  INCLUDED.

«**

NOW, THERE FO R E,  B X  XT RESOLVED, that; t h e  W h i t e  H o u s e  
C o n f e r e n c e  o n  I n d i a n  I d u e a t i o n  h e r e b y  r e q u e e t e  t h e  
P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  U n i t e d  f t at ee  a n d  t h e  U.S. C o n g r e s s  to 
s t r e n g t h e n  a n d  i n c r a a e e  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  l a n g u a g e  a nd 
c u l t u r e  of A m e r i c a n  I n d i a n s  and A l a s k a  N a t i v e s  b y  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  a c t l o n e ;

1. W h e r e a s  a s p e c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  e x i s t s  b a t v a a n  t h e  
f e d er al  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  A m a r i o a n  I n d i a n s  a n d  A l a s k a  
N a t iv es ;  a n d

*• W h e r e a s  t h e r e  is a  n a t i o n a l  o r i s i s  in I n d i a n  
e d u c a t i o n  e x e m p t i n g  a l l  I n d i a n  e d u c a t i o n  m o n i e s  
f r o m  t h e  r e q u i r a m e n t a  of t h e  G r n m m - R u d a a n - H o l l i n g a  
AOt«

A C T I O N  P L A N  INCLUDED.



MON# T H E R E F O R E #  BZ IT R ES OLVED, that* T h a  W h i t e  H o u s e  
C o n f e r e n c e  o n  I n d i a n  E d u c a t i o n  h e r e b y  r e q u e s t s  tha 
P r e s i d e n t  of t h a  U n i t e d  S t a t e *  a n d  t ha U.S. C o n g r e s s  to 
s t r s n g t h e n  a n d  inc ra a aa  a u p p o r t  f o r  t h a  l a n g u a g a  and 
c u l t u r a  of A n a r i c a n  I n di an a  a nd A l a s k a  H a t i v a a  by tha 
f o l l o w i n g  actionst

1. R e q u i r e  t h a t  t h a  O f f i c a  of I n d i a n  E d u c a t i o n  and  
t h a  B u r e a u  of I n d i a n  a n f o r o a  l e g i s l a t i v e  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  fo r  p a r e n t a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in tha 
p la nn i n g #  i m p l e m en ta ti o n#  a n d  e v a l u a t i o n  of 
p r o g r a m s  u n d e r  T i t l e  V, S u b p a r t  1# 7.1*. 81 -874 and 
j o h n a o n - 0 ' M a i l a y  Act.

2. T h a t  s i g n  off p a r e n t  c o m m i t t e e  a u t h o r i t y  be 
r e q u i r e d  a n d  b e  l i m it ed  to t h e  a u t h o r i s e d  
o h a i r p e r i o n s  of the p a r e n t  c o m m i t t e e  in T i t l e  V# 
S U b p a r t  1* P.L. 81 -874 a nd J o h n s o n - 0 ' M e l l s y  
p r o g r a m s . %

3. T h a t  t h a  O f f i c a  of I n d i a n  E d u c a t i o n  e s t a b l i s h  
g r i a v a n o a  p r o c s d u r a s  for g r a n t s a s  a n d  p a r a n t  
c o m m i t t a s s .

4. T h a t  l o c a l  e d u c a t i o n  a g e n c i e s  b e  a c c o u n t a b l e  t o  
t h e  p a r e n t  o om mi tt ee *

A" -3H F L A K  INCLUDED.

***

T H E R E F O R E #  B E  I T  R E S O L VE D#  t h a t  t h e  r e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  
e s t a b l i s h  a n d  p r o v i d e  a d e q u a t e  f u n d i n g  f o r  N a t i v e  
langua ge s#  l i t e r a c y  and c u l t u r a l  p r o g r a m s  f or A m a r i e a n  
I n d i a n s  a n d  A l a s k a  N a t i v s s  as one of t h e  N a t i o n ' s  
H i g h e s t  p r i o r i t i e s .

WO A C T I O N  F L A N  INCLUDED.
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t h e r e f o r e  b e  i t  r i i q l v i d , that:

1« T h a  W h i t t  H o u a a  c o n f a r a n c a  on I n d i a n  E d u c a t i o n  
N a t i v a  L a n o u a g a  a n d  C u l t u r a  d a l a g a t a a  h a r a b y  
a p p r o v a  t h i a  r e a o l u t i o n  r a g u a a t i n g  t h a  P r a a i d e n t  
of tha U n i t e d  St&taa, H o n o r a b l a  G a o r g a  A. B u a h  and 
C o n g r a a a  of b o t h  t h a  s a n a t #  a n d  t h a  H o u a a  of 
R a p r a a a n t a t i v a a  r ae og ni z a,  t c X n o v l a d g a  and auppo rt  
t h a  n a a d  f o r  N a t i v a  l a n g u a g a  and o u l t u r a  aa a 
a i g n i f l e a n t  i n a t r u a a n t  t o  t h a  i a p r o v a m a n t  o f  
A a a r i c a n  I n d i a n  a duoation.

2. T h a  W h i t a  H o u a a  c o n f a r a n c a  on Z n d i a n  E d u c a t i o n
N a t i v a  L a n g u a g a  a n d  C u l t u r a  d a l a g a t a a  a ls o r a g u a a t  
t h a t  t h a  fadaral, public, p a r o c h i a l  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  
a e h o o l  a y a t a n a  r a e a i v i n g  f t da ra l f u n d i n g  f o r  
A o a r i e a n  Z n d i a n  l a a m a r a  t o  i & m a d i a t a l y  d a v a l o p  a 
d r  t a t  c o d a  p o l i o i a a / r t g u l a t i o n s  t h a t  r a f l a e t  t h a  
t r a d i t i o n a l  languaga, o u l t u r a  a n d  r a l i g i o u s  
a x p r a a a i o n a  p r a o t i o a d  b y  t h a a a  at ud an ta .

3* Z n  t h i a  r a o o g n i t i o n  and a c k n o w l e d g m e n t ,  t h a  w h i t a  
H o u a a  c o n f a r a n c a  o n  N a t i v a  L a n g u a g a a  a n d  C u l t u r a  
d a l a g a t a a  f u r t h a r  r e g u a e t a  t h a t  t h a  U.a.
D e p a r t m e n t  of E d u c a t i o n  r ec og ni s e,  a c k n o w l e d g e  and 
a u p p o r t  t h a  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h a  i n t a n t  of 
t h i a  r a a o i u t i o n .

T H E R E F O R E ,  B E  IT R ES OL V E D ,  t h a t  t h a  a b e v a  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  la a g r a a d  to, w i t h  t h a  a t i p u l a t i o n  tha t 
f u r t h a r  r a v i a w  and, w h e r e  n acaaaary, a e d i f i o a t i o n a  ba 
made, p r i o r  t o  ita i mp le me nt at i on .
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25TH A N N U A L  C O N V E N T I O N  
KALSKAG, A L A S K A  

C O N V E N T I O N  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 89-31

R E L A TI NG  TO*. Pr es er v a t i o n  of N at iv e L a n g u a g e  and Culture.

Co mm it te e Recommendation: D O  PASS

WHEREAS, T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  of V i l l a g e  C o u n c i l  P r e s i d e n t s  is t h e
r e g i on al  t r i b a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  n o n - p r o f i t  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  
C o r p o r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  56 Y u p ' i k  N a t i v e  c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  the  
Yukon-Kuskokwira D e lt a R e g i o n  of w e s t e r n  Alaska, and

WHEREAS, The Fed er al  a n d  State G o v e r n m e n t s  m a n d a t e d  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  of
all our children, and

WHEREAS, The u ni qu e  A l a s k a n  Cult u re s and L a n g u a g e s  ha ve  o r i g i n a t e d  in
Alaska, a n d  ha ve  e x i s t e d  s in ce  ti me  imme mo ri al , and

WHEREAS, T h e r e  are no e x i s t i n g  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  s u p p o r t  t h e  e f f o r t s  ( i
the N a t i v e  Commu n it ie s to r e v i v e  or p r e s e r v e  C u lt ur e a n d  N a­
tive Lan gu a g e  in schools, a n d

WHEREAS, In N a t i v e  C o m m u n i t i e s  t o d a y  t h e r e  are m a n y  B i l i n g u a l  a n d
Cultural H e r i t a g e  t e achers that are c a l l i n g  f o r  "Help", and

WHEREAS, We, the N a t i v e  Leaders are f ul ly  su pp or t i v e  o f  these B i l i n­
gual and B i - c u l t u r a l  Programs, and

WHEREAS, The s t u d e n t s  h a v e  d o c u m e n t e d  t h a t  t e a c h i n g  in o u r  N a t i v e
language can i n c re as e the p r o f i c i e n c y  in E n g l i s h  as w e l l  as
t e a c h i n g  o u r  c h i l d r e n  o u r  t r a d i t i o n a l  m e t h o d  of h i g h  level
of c o g n it i ve  education, and

N O W  T H E R E F O R E  BE IT R E S O L V E D  t h a t  n e w  l e g i s l a t i o n  be p a s s e d  to 
r e d ef in e  the  Bi li ng u al  P ro gr a m s  in t h e  State of Alaska, e s p e c i a l l y  in 
N a t i v e  villages. Sinee the State and F e de r al  G o v e r n m e n t s  main c o n c e r n  
is to teach all N a t i v e  c h i l d r e n  t he E n g l i s h  language.

BE IT F U R TH ER  R E S O L V E D  that the State a nd F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  w i l l  m a n­
d a t e  the r e v i v i n g  a n d  p r e s e r v i n g  of t h e  A l a s k a n  N a t i v e  L a n g u a g e  a n d
C ultures of Native communities.

B E  IT FURTH ER  R E S O L V E D  tha t AVCP en co u r a g e s  t h e  State B o a r d  of E d u c a­
tion to pass a p o l i c y  on b i l i n g u a l  education.



R e s o l u t i o n  No. 89-31
-Page 2-

A D O P T E D  this 14th d a y  of O c t o b e r  1989, b y  t h e  Full B o a r d  of D ir ectors 
of the A s s o c i a t i o n  of V i l l a g e  C o un ci l P r e s i d e n t s  a s s e m b l e d  in its 25th 
A n n u a l  c o n v e n t i o n  a t  K a l s ka g , A l a s k a  in a d u l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  m e e t i n g  

w i t h  a q u o r u m  of m e m b e r s  present.

c e r t i f i c a t i o n :



NORTH SLOPE BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT
P o u c h  1 6 9  • B a r r o w , A l a s k a  9 9 7 2 3  • (907) SJ2-55ii • F A X  ( 9 0 7 )  8 5 2 - 5 9 8 4  

Patsy Aamodt, Superintendent

Nunemlui Wolves 
Nunam'.ut School 
BOX 21029 
AnaktovukPass,
Alaska 99721 
(907)661-3226 
FAX (907) 661-3402

Atqaauk Eegh t 
Maado Rh/sr School 
Atqaauk, Alaska 69791 
(907)633-6315 
FAX (907) 633-6215

Barrow Whalers 
Barrow High School 
Pouch 8950 
Barrow, Alaska 99723 
(907)852-3950

BM3 Wolves 
Barrow Middle School 
Pouch 8950 
3arrow, Alaska 99723 
(907)852-8950

ArctloFox 
Frsd Ipalook 
Elameniry School 
30X4SO
Barrow, Alaska 89723 
(907)852-4711

Kaveolook Rams 
Harold Kaveolook School 
Box 10
Kaktovik, Alaska 99747 
(907)640-6526 
FAX (807) 640-6717

Hulqiut Trappers 
Trapper School 
Nulqs'Jl, Alaska 99789 
(807)480-6712 
FAX (907) 480-6621

Tlklgsq Harpoonere 
Tlklgaq School 
Box 148
Point Hopa, Alaska 99766 
(907) 368-2662 Of 2663 
FAX (907) 368-2770

Cully Qsvvlke 
Cully School
Point Lay, Alaska 99759 
(907)833-2312 
FAX (907) 833-2123

Alek Huskies 
Alak School 
Box 10
Walnwright, Alaska 89752
(907)763-2541
FAX (907) 763-2550

RESOLUTION 92-07 
SUPPORTING HB 326 

WHICH PROVIDES CERTIFICATION OF TEACHERS 
IN CERTAIN LIMITED FIELDS

WHEREAS the North Slope Borough Board of Education 
supports tha preservation of our Inuplaq Language; and

WHEREAS the North Slope Borough Board of Education 
knows that the teaching of our Inuplaq Language la 
Important In preserving our Inuplaq Culture; and

WHEREAS the North Slope Borough Board of Education 
recognizes that we have many excellent Inuplaq Language 
Teachers; and

WHEREAS the North Slope Borough Board of Education Is 
aware that It Is not possible to obtain a baccalaureata 
degree in Inuplaq Language;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the North Slope 
Borough Board of Education support and approve House 
Bill 326 which provides Teacher Certification for certain 
limited fields; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the North Slope Borough 
Board of Education desires passage of House Bill 326 by the 
State Legislature at the earliest opportunity.

INTRODUCED:. 

ADOPTED:___

February 11> 1992February 11, 1992
ageak, President 

North Slop? Borough Board of Education

Aamodh/Superlntendent
ough School District

^
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PLEASE ENTER INTO THE RECORD MY TESTIMONY TO THE HESS 
COMMITTEE ON H B 352/326 ,

I  w ou ld  l i k e  t o  v o i c e  my au pp ort  f o r  H.B. 3 5 2 /  326 , b i l l s  th a t  
w ou ld  mandate th e  t e a c h in g  o f  A la sk a  N a t iv e  Languages in  our s c h o o l s .

I t  i s  i m p e r a t iv e  th a t  t h i s  b i l l  have s t r o n g  lan gu ag e  b u i l t  i n t o  i t
b e c a u s e  we have a l o t  o f  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  in  r u r a l  A la sk a  t h a t  f i g h t
th e  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  la n gu a g es  and c u l t u r e  in  ou r  c u r r ic u lu m .  I t  i s  
e s s e n t i a l  t o  i n c l u d e  t h i s  in  our c o r e  c u r r ic u lu m  r a t h e r  than  g i v i n g  i t  
mere " l i p  s e r v i c e " ,  b e ca u se  i f  i t  i s  l e f t  o r e g i o n a l  and l o c a l  s c h o o l  b o a rd s
any s e r v i c e  th a t  t r i c k l e s  down to  the  s tu d e n ts  w i l l  be w a te r e d  down, ESPECIALLY
i f  t h e r e  i s  ev en  a h i n t  o f  emphasis on the  n a t i v e  lan gu age  o r  c u l t u r e .
The em phasis s h o u ld  be  to  enhance and p r e s e r v e  what i s  l e f t  o f  our  n a t i v e
h e r i t a g e ,  n o t  chop  i t  up i n t o  l i t t l e  p i e c e s ,  o r  i g n o r e  i t  a l t o g e t h e r !
F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  one s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  th a t  I  am f a m i l i a r  w ith  i s  the  Yukon
Koyukuk S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t ,  whose b i l i n g u a l  program em ph asizes  E n g l i s h  p r o f e c i e n c y  
r a t h e r  than t e a c h i n g  n a t i v e  lan gu age  program s. T h is  s c a o o l  d i s t r i c t  has 
r e c e i v e d  many g r a n t s  t o  d e v e lo p 'a n d  t r a i n  t h e i r  n a t iv e ,  la n g u a g e  i n s t r u c t o r s ,  
b u t  have ch o se n  t o  o p t  f o r  s t e e r i n g  our c h i l d r e n s  b i l i n g u a l  e d u c a t io n  
i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  a d i r e c t i o n  th a t  em ph asizes  s ta n d a rd  E n g l is h  p r o f e c i e n c y .
The s t u d e n t s  r i c h  n a t i v e  c u l t u r e  i s  n o t  r e c o g n i z e d  o r  c e l e b r a t e d  in  any 
way shape o r  f o r m ,  and they  are  s t i l l  w on derin g  tod a y  why th e y  have so  many 
s t u d e n t s  who a re  f l o u n d e r i n g ? !

R e sea rch  done b y  L i n g u i s t s  on th e  im pact o f  knowing y o u r  own n a t iv e  
la n g u a g e  s t r o n g l y  r e i n f o r c e  the p o s i t i v e  a s p e c t s  o f  knowing where you 
come fr o m ,  l e a r n i n g  th e  r i c h  h i s t o r y  o f  our c u l t u r e  th a t  i s  p a s se d  on 
i n  le g e n d s  and f o l k l o r e ,  and the  s e l f - e s t e e m  th a t  i s  f e l t  when you m aster  
a lan gu aga  t h a t  t i e s  you c l o s e  t o  the la n d  and th e  p e o p le .

■ The e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h i s  ■'....aska N a t iv e  Language program  would c r e a t e  
a s t a b l e  b a s i s  f o r  fu n d in g  n a t i v e  la n g u a g e s ,  and h o p e f u l l y  o n ce  a g a in  
c l o s e  the c i r c l e  t h a t  was brok e n  in  th e  e a r l y  1 9 0 0 's  when f e d e r a l  p o l i c y  
f o r b a d e  the  u se  o f  n a t i v e  la n g u a g e s .

I  would l i k e  t o  c l o s e  by  s t r e s s i n g  th a t  t h i s  b i l l  s h o u ld  n o t  be  w a tered  
down. Our s t u d e n t s  have to. be  g iv e n  the  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b e  ex p osed  to  
o u r  n a t i v e  la n g u a g e s .  Every day th a t  • » s t a l l  i n  g e t t i n g  th e  lan gu ages  
i n t o  th e  c la s s r o o m  means th a t  a n o th e r  r e ?  u rce  i s  l o s t — an E ld e r  who has the 
kn ow ledge  th a t  NO TEXTBOOK w ould  e v e r  come c l o s e  ** com p et in g  w i t h .
Thank y o u .

S h i r l e y  M. " M o s e s  
23 A Eureka A ve .
F a ir b a n k s ,  A la s k a  
452 -464 7

N a t iv e  P aren t  o f  Four (4 )  C h i ld r e n ,  N a t iv e  T each er

P o s t - I t ™  b r a n d  f a x  tr a n s m it ta l  m e m o  7671 # or '* M —
w P a t  T a c K s o U """ 'R sv r t  S ln .Y e e Lc a ' R e p ,  L’me,c>l m

Co. - y CC_
Dept, n°"’‘H5Z-%Z5 t

4 t » 5 - a t > 5 » > -
Fax#



TANANA CH IEFS  CO N FEREN C E , INC .
122 FIRST A V E N iic  

FA IRBANKS , ALASKA  99701-4897 
PHONE (907) 452-8251 FAX (907) 451-8936

TESTIMONY 
TCC SUPPORT 

HB352 AND HB326 
February 13.1992

My name Is Reva Shlrcel, and I am here at the direction of the Presldsnt of t v  Tanana 

Chiefs Conference, Inc. (TCC) to testify on behalf of TCC In support of Representative 

Lincoln’s House Bill 352 and Representative MacLean’s House Bill 326.

The TCC Is In support of HB352 and HB326 because they not only complement each 

other but complement the intent of Senator Frank Murkowskl's legislation (S. 1595) 

entitled the "Enhancement and Preservation of the Alaska Native Language Act of 1991". 

We have also been supportive of the efforts of the Interior Campus and the Alaska 

Native Language Center staff to institute a Native Language Degree and Certificate for 

the delivery of the Athabascan languages to the villages through the distance delivery 

system of the College Rural Alaska, and plan to closely monitor the progress of that 

proposal until approval can be obtained from the University of Alaska’s Board of 

Regents. We have been encouraged and thankful for the many bills and initiatives that 

have been introduced this past year on behalf of the preservation and enhancement of 

the Alaska Native languages. The delegates to the White House Conference on Indian 

Education also asked the President of the U.S. and the U.S. Congress to strengthen 

and increase support for the language and culture of American Indians and Alaska 

Natives by requiring state and local education agencies that receive federal funds to 

include American Indian and Alaska Native language, culture, and history Into core 

curriculums.

292-79.1



Where Senator Murkowski's bill will accommodate the language needs of the 

communities and parents, Representative Lincoln's bill will afford local school boards 

the authority and the responsibility to provide students within their communities, 

instruction in their language through new and more meaningful methods. Historically, 

the instruction of our Athabascan languages have been conducted by our schools in a 

piece meal fashion and largely on an elective basis depending on the availability of 

Johnson O’Malley and Indian Education monies. Subsequently, the school districts 

have not demonstrated the deep commitment needed to institute comprehensive long 

range plans in their individual schools to provide meaningful Instruction of the 

Athabascan languages to their students. School districts personnel unless they are 

residents of the Interior - come and go - but local school board members normally are 

life long members of the village or community that they represent.

Two days ago, we became aware of the latest chilling statistic that only two (2) out of 

the twenty (20) Alaska Native languages will survive by the year 2055. Those two 

languages predicated to survive are Yupik and Inuplaq,

With the possible extinction of our Athabascan languages within 63 years, we must take 

radical and meaningful steps today to incorporate our Indigenous languages and 

culture into our academic systems. We must recognize our language and cultural 

experts In our communities who have spent their lives teaching our children what they 

know, sometimes through difficult circumstances, and many times, with little 

compensation for their efforts. We support the intent of Representative MacLean’s bill 

because her bill supports the efforts of many local Native and non-Native people who 

have given so much to our children. In view of the possible extinction of our languages, 

we recognize the crucial Importance of Representative Lincoln's bill, and Representative



------
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MacLean’s bill and we encourage everyone, whether or not they have children in the 

school, to support HB352 and HB326.

Thank you for listening. The TCC appreciates this opportunity to testify.



S e c t i o n a l  A n a l y s i s  

S p o n s o r  S u b s t i t u t e  H o u s e  Bill 3 5 2  

N a t i v e  L a n g u a g e  E d u c a t i o n  A c t

Sec. 1 

Sec. 2 

Sec. 3

Sec. 4(a)

Sec. 4(b)

Title: Native Language Education Act

Findings.

Amends school district report card statute to require 
summary and evaluation of Native language education 
curriculum if it is provided in the district.

Requires school districts where a majority of students 
are Alaska Native to include Native language education 
as a part of the school curriculum, grades K-12. Native 
language is to be that traditionally spoken in the 
community.

Further directs school boards to utilize certified 
instructors or individuals with knowledge and training 
in teaching the language, and to the extent possible, 
instructors and materials available through the 
University and distance delivery technologies.

Defines "Native" Alaskan for the purposes of this bill, to 
be a person with one-fourth degree or more Alaska 
Indian, Eskimo or Aleut blood.
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A M E N D M E N T

O FFER ED  IN TH E  H O U SE B Y  R EP R ESEN TA TIV E  LIN CO LN

TO : SSHB352

Page 3, line 8, after "(a)":

Delete "A"

Insert "A school board in a district in which a majority of the students are Alaska Natives shall
ioc&L joCix-L

establish a ̂ Native language curriculum advisory board. If thê  advisory board recommends the

establishment of a Native language education curriculum, the"
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Last E y a k  u n d e r s t a n d s  

true m e a n i n g  of e u l o g y
By CHARLES W O HLFO RTH
Daily News reporter

O n ly  one p e rson  a t S op h ie  
B o ro d k in 's  fu n e ra l p o t la tc h  
c ou ld .u n d e rs ta n d  th e  eu log y  
th a t w as sp oken  in  h e r n a ­
t ive  lan guage . T h a t w as B o r ­
o d k in 's  7 3 -y e a r -o ld  s is t e r ,  
M a r ie  S m i t h ,  th e  o n ly  
fu ll-b lo o d e d  E y a k  le f t  l i v ­
in g , a n d  th e  la s t  N a t iv e  
sp e a k e r o f  th e  un iq u e  E y a k  
la n g u a g e  s in ce  h e r  s i s t e r  
d ied  a w eek ago in  C o rd o v a .

S m i t h  a s k e d  M ic h a e l 
K ra u s s , the U n iv e rs ity  o f  
A la s k a  l i n g u i s t  w h o  h a s  
le a rn ed  h e r lan guage  and  
read  the  E y a k  eu lo g y , to  
t ra n s la te  f o r  the re s t o f  th e  
p eop le  a t the  p o t la tc h  T h u rs ­
d ay .

“ T h e re  is one  o th e r  p e rson  
w ho  sp eaks E y a k , bu t he is 
n o t an  E y a k ,"  S m ith  sa id  
Sund a y . " I t  w as a w o n d e r fu l 
e u lo g y ."

B o ro d k in , 80 , d ied  a f t e r  a 
lo n g  i lln e s s , le a v in g  a sense 
o f  d is a p p e a r in g  h i s t o r y  
a lo n g  w l^lr-'the g r ie f fe lt  b y

h e r fr ie n d s . S he  w as one o f  
the la s t  lin k s  rem a in in g  to  a 
c u ltu re  th a t w as a lre a d y  d y ­
ing w hen she w as a l i t t le  
g ir l.

“ S h e  w as a lw a y s  t a lk in g  
ab ou t the w a y  th ing s used to 
b e ,"  sa id  A gnes N ich o ls , an 
o ld  fr ie n d . "S h e  m ade the 
best se a l o i l  I  e v e r  ta s te d ."

“ I  can t e l l y ou  she w as a 
v e ry  w o n d e r fu l p e rson , and 
w h en eve r we w an ted  to  f in d  
ou t w ha t w e had  to  d o  f o r  a 
s p e c ia l o c c a s io n  in  th e  
c h u rc h , o r  e v e n  c o o k in g  
s om e th in g , sh e  w o u ld  a l ­
w ays t e l l  y o u ,"  sa id  B a rb a ra  
O lsen . “ She w an ted  to pass 
on  the t ra d it io n a l w ays .

“ W e lo s t  a lo t  o f  h is to ry  
when she d ied . A  lo t .  S he  
su re  had  a lo t  o f  s to r ie s  to 
t e l l . "

T he  E y a k s , p e op le  o f  the 
G u lf- o f  A la s k a  coast f r o m  
P rin c e  W illia m  S ound  east 
to  Y a k u t a t ,  a p p a r e n t ly  
b r o k e  f r o m  th e  In t e r i o r ' s  
A th a b a sc a n s  a ro u n d  1500 
B .C tv th e  A la s k a  N a t iv e  L an -

A nch o ra g c  D a ily  N ew s M onday , F e b r u a r y  10, 1992
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guage C e n te r ’s K ra u s s  has 
w r i t te n . T h e y  m a y  n e v e r  
h ave  num be red  m o re  th an  
hu n d red s ,, b u t  th e  E y a k s ’ 
la n g u a g e  a n d  c u l t u r e  
e v o lv e d  in  i s o la t i o n  f o r  
thousands o f  y e a rs  u n t i l it  
becam e s h a rp ly  d i f f e r e n t  
f r o m  A th a b a s c a n , T l in g i t  
and A le u t  — the  m o re  n u ­
m e ro u s  p e o p le s  l i v in g  on

PiJ^se see Back Page, EYA K
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each side .
■ • B u t w ith ' the  a r r iv a l o f  
R u ss ian  in v a d e rs  in  the 18th 
c en tu ry , and  p o s s ib ly  w ith  
In c u rs io n s  b y  A le u t s  and  
T I in g i t s  b e fo r e ,  t h a t ,  th e  
E y a k s  w en t in t o  d e c lin e , 
sa id  Jam es K a r i ,  a ls o  o f  th e  
language  cen te r. D isea se  and  
a lc o h o l b rough t b y  w h ite s  a t 

: th e  end o f  the  19th c en tu ry  
k i l le d  o f f  m an y  m o re  E y a k s , 
and  in te rm a rr ia g e  w ith  o th ­
e r  p eop le s  d i lu te d  th e i r  c u l­
tu re  fu r th e r .
i'j B y  1905, o n ly  50 E y a k s ' ’ 
rem a in ed , accord ing  to  a r e f ­
erence . A nd th e ir  c h ild re n

w en t to  w h ite  sch oo ls w he re  
sp eak in g  the  language  w as 
fo rb id d en , N ich o ls  sa id .

"T h e y  w e re  pun ish ed  i f  
th e y  d id , "  sh e  s a id . " S o  
w hen  th ey  cam e hom e th ey  
w e ren 't in te re s ted  in  i t  a n y ­
m o re .”

B u t B o ro d k in  and S m ith  
g rew  up in  a fa m i ly  w he re  
the language  n e v e r  d ied .

"S h e  o n ly  w en t to  sch oo l 
th re e  y e a rs , and  th en  she 
sa id  she w as to o  bu sy  f o r  it  
and she cam e h om e and  m a r ­
r ie d  you n g  and  ra ised  h e r 
f a m i ly ,"  N ichp ls  sa id . “ The 
race w as d i)uited , and  the 
language w a sn ’ t sp oken  a n y ­
m o re . B u t  these tw o  k ep t it

a l i v e ,"  •
"W e  w e re n ’ t  a llow e d  to  

sp eak  it  in  sch oo l, o r  n e a r 
s c h o o l,"  S m ith  s. id . "M y  
m o th e r and dad v. are a liv e , 
and w e a lw a y s  sp o ke  i t  at 
h om e ."

Sm ith  has liv e d  in  A n ­
chorage th e  la s t  19 y e a rs , 
bu t she d id n ’ t s top  sp eak in g  
h e r n a t iv e  tongue.

"W e  ta lk e d  on the phone  a 
lo t  to g e th e r ,"  she sa id .

In  recen t y e a rs , in te re s t in  
th e  d is a p p e a r in g  la n g u a g e  
and c u ltu re  renew ed , p a r t ly  
ow ing  to  B o r o d k in ’s w a rm  
and exp an s iv e  [p e rs o n a lity . 
F r ie n d s  sa id  she was so p op ­
u la r  in  C o rd ova  th a t w hen

h e r  age and i lln e s s  w ith  can­
ce r m ade it  to o  d i f f ic u lt  f o r  
h e r  to  g a th e r  su b s is te n c e  
fo o d s , h e r  f r e e z e r  a lw a y s  
s ta yed  fu l l  w ith  g ifts  from  
o th e rs .

“ She a lw a y s  had  a p o t o f  
tea . H e r hom e w as a lw a y s  
w a rm  a n d  w e lc o m in g ,"  
N icho ls  sa id . “ S he  w as a l ­
m ost b lin d  — she cou ld  ju s t  
see shadow s — bu t she lo v ed  
to  go to  ru m m ag e  s a le s . 
S om eb od y  w o u ld  go and  
p ic k  h e r up and describe 
w ha t was on  the  tab le , and 
she'd b u y ."

K r a u s s  w ro t e  c 1' t y p e ­
s c r ip t  E y a k  d i c t i o n a r y ,  
w hich B o ro d k in  k ep t b y  h e r

side , and he le a rn e d  to  speak 
th e  la n g u a g e  f lu e n t ly ,  a l ­
though  a t the  p o t la tc h  la s t  
w eek he w as oc c a s ion a lly  
c o r re c te d  b y  S m i t h . H is  
w o rk  is p a r t  o f  the  center's 
e f fo r t s  to  re co rd  A la sk a 's  
d isap pea ring  languages.

"R ig h t  th e re  in  A ncho r­
age, the u p p e r C ook  In le t  
D e n a 'in a  is  in  th e  sam e  
sh ap e ,"  K a r i  sa id .

" I t ' s  ju s t  l ik e  A le u t ,"  sa id  
O lsen , " I f  p eop le  d on ’ t s ta r t  
to speak  it , i t ’s going to  d ie 
ou t, too , even though  th e re  
a re  a lo t  o f  A leu ts  a round  
h e re . I  u nd e rs tand  i t  bu t I 
d on 't sp eak  it . M y  g ran d ch il­

d ren  d on ’ t u n d e rs tan d  i t ."
B u t th e  la s t  fu ll-b lo o d ed  

E y a k  h a sn ’ t g iven  up . Sm ith  
sa id  sh e  r e c e n t ly  s ta r te d  
teach ing E y a k  to  h e r  g rand ­
daugh te r.

" I t ’ s g o in g  g o o d ."  she 
sa id . “ We o n ly  had a two- 
d a y  session . I ’m  go ing  w ord 
f o r  w o rd  n ow . I had h e r 
w r ite  the w o rd s  she wanted 
to  le a rn . S im p le  th ings, lik e  
‘ f i r e . ’ A nd sh e  le a rn ed  20 
w o rd s  in  ju s t  tw o  days . It 's  
a  w o n d e r fu l th ing .

" I ’m  t ry in g  m y dam dest 
n o t to  le t  it  d ie . M y g rand ­
d augh te r is going to  c a rry  it 
o n ."
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The Department estimates a contractual cost of $22,500. This cost will 
cover two items required in Section 3. AS 14.03.120 (e) (7).

$20,000. is to develop an evaluation model, and $2,500. is to redo the 
Implementation Guide for D is tr ic t  Report Cards to accommodate changes.

C o s t  t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t :

Costs to School D istricts:

Although HB 352 poses no significant increased cost to the Department of 
Education, i t  will pose a cost to each school d istr ic t which conducts a 
Native language education program for grades K-12. The Department staff 
estimates a cost of $60,000. per school site not currently served, to 
implement a Native Language curriculum. Of this amount, we assume that 
1/3 would cover the s ta ff  salary, 1/3 would cover staff development and 
1/3 would cover the cost of curriculum and materials development.

Many d istr ic ts  and sites currently have Native language instruction 
programs as described in their approved Bilingual Plans of Service.
Based on our review of schools where more than 50% of the student 
population is Alaska Native, we have determined that at least 63 such 
school sites do not provide any kind of Native language program at this 
time. At the cost of $60,000 per site, total cost, statewide, would ccme 
to $3,780,000.

1471501 IE
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Languages in Peril

Central Yuplk 
Siberian Yuplk 
Inuplaq 
Western Aleut 
Gwlch'ln (Kutchln)
Upper Kuskokwim 
Tanalna 
Tanacross 
Upper Tanana 
Alutllq 
Han
Koyukon 
Ingallk 
Ahtna 
Tllnglt 
Tanana 
Hollkachuk 
Halda 
Tslmshlan 
Eyak

1990 2000 20 15 2030 2055

Not allowing for miracles, Eyak will probably not survive this century; Alaska Tslmshlan, Alaska Haida, Holikachuk, 
and Tanana will probably be extinct by 2015; and Tlingit, Ahtna, Ingallk, Koyukon and Han will probably be extinct 
by 2030. Furthermore, Alutiiq, Upper Tanana, Tanacross, Tanaina and Upper Kuskokwim have an extremely 
doubtful future... not allowing for miracles or other radical changes, they will proably be extinct within a lifetime, 
byabout2055. By that year, then, probably only five of the twenty Alaska languages will still be spoken... Western 
Aleut... Kutchin ... Inupiaq ... Central Alaska Yuplk and Siberian Yuplk

Dr. Michael Krauss
Alaska Native Languages: Past, Present and Future 
Alaska Native Language Center Research Papers -1980 
University of Alaska Fairbanks
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T e a c h e r  p l a y s  k e y  r o l e  i n  l i f e  s k i l l s ,  e x p l a i n i n g  n a t u r e
E d i t o r ’s  n o te : J o h n  A c t iv e  g a v e  t h i s  sp ee ch  f o r  th e  

' 1 9 9 2  B i l i n g u a l  M u l t i c u l t u r a l  E d u c a t i o n  E q u i t y  C o n ­
fe re n c e  b a n q u e t  F r i d a y  n ig h t  i n  A n c h o ra g e . I t  h a s  

' b e en  s h o r t e n e d  s o m e w h a t .
W h e n  I  w a s  a s k e d  to  m a k e  a  c o m m e n ta r y  I  a l s o  

w a s  a s k e d  w h a t  m y  c o m m e n ts  w o u ld  b e  a b o u t .
, I  b l u r t e d  o u t  “f a n n y  w o rd s ”  b e c a u s e  I  w a n te d  to

s h o w  h o w  h a r d  y o u r  jo b s  a s  b i l i n g u a l  t e a c h e r s  a r e  
w h e n  t r a n s l a t i n g  E n g l i s h  i n to  y o u r  N a t i v e  l a n ­
g u a g e s  w h e n  te a c h in g  y o u r  s t u d e n t s .

W e  a l l  k n o w  h o w  to  t r a n s l a t e  i n to  o u r  N a t i v e  
to n g u e s  t h e  E n g l i s h  w o rd  ‘V e g e t a r i a n . ”  O n e  w h o s e  
d i e t  c o n s i s t s  o f  p l a n t s ,  w h o  e a t s  n o  m e a t  H o w  th e n  

. d o  w e  t r a n s l a t e  “h u m a n i t a r i a n ”? O n e  w h o  e a t s  o n ly  
h u m a n  b e in g s ?

W h a t  a b o u t  t h e  w o rd  “ l i g h t  b u lb ’?  I n  Y u p ik ,  w e  
c a l l  a  l i g h t  b u lb  “ n a k a c u g u a q , ”  l i t e r a l l y  i n  E n g l i s h ,  
‘Im i t a t i o n  b la d d e r s . "

I t  w a s  s o  d a r k  t h i s  m o rn in g  I  h a d  to  t u r n  m y  “ im -  
. i t a t io n  b la d d e r ”  o n .

S o  m u c h  fo r  “ f u n n y  w o rd s . ”  W h a t  I  r e a l l y  w a n te d  
to  t a l k  a b o u t  w a s  t h e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  te a c h e r s .

I ,  m y s e l f ,  w a s  r a i s e d  b y  a  w o n d e r fu l  te a c h e r ,  m y  
g r a n d m o th e r  M a g g ie  L in d .

S h e  w a s  a  g e n u in e  Y u p i k  E s k im o ,  a n d  s h e  w a s  
r a i s e d  in  t h e  a n c ie n t ,  t r a d i t io n a l  Y u p i k  l i f e s ty l e .  S h e  
k n e w  t h e  a g o n y  o f  b e in g  m a n n e d  o f f  to  so m e o n e  s h e  
d id  n o t  lo v e  a n d  l a t e r  m a n n e d  a n o th e r  s h e  d id  lo v e .

S h e  k n e w  a l l  t h e  o ld  Y u p i k  fa b le s  a n d  le g e n d s  a s  
to ld  t o  h e r  b y  h e r  o w n  g r a n d m o th e r  a n d  t h e  le s s o n s

a t  t h e  e n d  o f  s u c h  s to r i e s .
S h e  k n e w  s to r i e s  w h ic h  t a u g h t  l i f e  s k i l l s  a n d  s t o ­

r i e s  o f  h o w  n a t u r e  c a m e  to  b e  a s  i t  i s  to d a y .  H o w  t h e  
c r a n e  c a m e  to  h a v e  b lu e  e y e s .  W h y  t h e  b e a v e r  h a s  
n o  f a t  o n  i t s  b e l ly  a n d  w h y  t h e  p o r c u p in e  h a s  n o  
q u i l l s  o n  i t s  b a c k .  W h y  t h e  r a v e n  i s  b la c k .

S h e  t a u g h t  m e  to  b e  h e lp fu l  a n d  i t s  r e w a r d s  w i th  
h e r  s t o r y  a b o u t  t h e  g i r l  w h o  a lw a y s  s w e p t  t h e  f lo o r  
o f  a n  e ld e r ’s  h o u se .  T h e  d a y  c a m e  w h e n  th e  g i r l  w a s  
g o in g  h o m e  a n d  t h e  ic e  f r o m  a  s t r e a m  s h e  h a d  
c r o s s e d  e a r l i e r  h a d  b r o k e n  u p  a n d  f lo a te d  a w a y .

T h e  g i r l  c r ie d  a n d  c r ie d .  A s  s h e  d id ,  t h i n g s  b e g a n  
f l o a t  d o w n  t h e  s t r e a m ,  s to p p in g  a t  t h e  b a n k  w e re  
s h e  w a s  a n d  fo rm in g  a  p  n th  a c ro s s  i t .

T h e  g i r l  w a s  c u r io u s ,  sc  s h e  s te p p e d  d o w n  o n  i t  
a n d  d is c o v e re d  i t  to  b e  s o l id  a s  ice . T h e  p a t h  s p o k e  to  
h e r  a n d  s a id  i t  w a s  t h e  d u s t  a n d  d i r t  s h e  h a d  s w e p t  . 
o u t  o f  t h e  e ld e r ’s  h o u s e .  T h e y  h a d  c o m e  to  r e p a y  h e r .  
S h e  w a lk e d  a c ro s s  o n  th e m  to  h e r  s a fe t y .

M y  g r a m  —  I  l ik e d  to  c a l l  h e r  “G r a m ” — ta u g h t

m e  to  s h a r e .  W h e n  s o m e o n e  c a m e  a n d  a s k e d  fo r  a  
l i t t l e  s e a l  o il s h e  a lw a y s  g a v e  th e m  m o re  t h a n  w h a t  
t h e y  h a d  a s k e d  fo r .

M y  g r a m  t a u g h t  m e  r e l i g i o n — Y u p i k  s t y l e  —  b y  
e x a m p le .  S p i r i t u a l i t y .

G r a m  t a u g h t  m e  th e  v i r t u e  o f  b e in g  q u ie t ,  e s p e ­
c ia l ly  w h e n  w e  w e r e  o u t  in  t h e  w i ld e r n e s s ,  s p r i n g  
c a m p in g .

O h , t h e  v i s io n  i s  s o  c le a r ,  j u s t  a s  i f  i t  h a p p e n e d  
l a s t  n ig h t .

I  c a n  e v e n  h e a r  th e  b i r d s  c a l l in g ,  s e e  t h e  s u n  s e t ­
t i n g  i n  t h e  w e s t ,  y e l lo w , p u r p le - o r a n g e  a n d  b lu e  
g r e e n  p a i n t i n g  t h e  e v e n in g  s k y .

T h e r e  i s  n o  b re e z e , t h e  w a t e r  i n  t h e  s lo u g h  i s  l i k e  
g l a s s  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  g lo r io u s  e v e n in g  s k y .  I  h e a r  th e  
s n ip e  “w h o -w h o -w h o in g ”  a s  i t  d i v e s  a n d  r i s e s ,  d iv e s  
a n d  r i s e s ,  a n n o u n c in g  t h a t  i t s  m a t e  h a s  l a id  h e r  
e g g s .

M y  p a d d le  d ip s  s i l e n t l y  i n to  t h e  g l a s s - l i k e  s u r fa c e  
o f  t h e  w a te r ,  a n d  m y  k a y a k  s l i d e s  q u i e t ly  t h r o u g h  
t i r e  w a te r .

I  w a s  o u t  h u n t i n g  m u s k r a t  a n d  r e t u r n i n g  b a c k  to  
o u r  s p r i n g  c a m p . I  s e e  e v e r y o n e  i s  s t i l l  o u t  h u n t i n g ,  
a n d  t h e r e ’s  n o  o n e  a r o u n d  c a m p . T h e n  I  s e e  h e r ,  a l l  
a lo n e , s i t t i n g  q u i e t l y  o n  a  h i l l  o n  t h e  b a n k  o f  t h e  
s lo u g h ,  f a c in g  t h e  b e a u t i fu l  s u n s e t .

M y  G o d , s h e  lo o k s  s o  p r e t t y  in  h e r  q a s p e q ,  a n d  
s h e  lo o k s  lo n e ly ,  to o .

"G r a m . ” .
S h e  t u r r i s  a n d  s e e s  m e  a n d  w a v e s .  I  p a d d le  o v e r

t o  h e r ,  c l im b  th e  h i l l  a n d  s i t  n e x t  to  h e r .
“ I t ’s  a  j o y  to  b e  h e r e , ”  s h e  s a y s  q u ie t ly .
I  t h o u g h t  s h e  w a s  s a d ,  u n h a p p y .
“L o n g  t im e  ago,, w h e n  I  w a s  g r o w in g  u p ,  t lu . y  

u s e d  to  t e l l  u s  to  b e  q u i e t  i n  t h e  e v e n in g .  T o  R s t e n . "
“W h y ? ”  I  a s k .
“B e c a u s e  w e  m ig h t  h e a r  s o m e o n e  c a l l in g  f o r  h e lp . 

W e  m ig h t  h e a r  s o m e o n e  w h o  t u r n e d  o v e r  in  h i s  
k a y a k . ”

T h e n  s h e  t u r n e d  to  m e .
“ I  w a s  l i s t e n in g  f o r  y o u  b e c a u s e  y o u  w e r e  o u t  

h u n t i n g . ”
I  s h a l l  n e v e r  fo r g e t  t h a t  s p e c ia l  d a y  w h e n  t h e  

te a c h in g  o f  o u r  p e o p le  c a m e  in to  fo c u s : T h a t  w e  a r e  ' 
a l l  h e r e  o n  “N u n a ”  to  k e e p  w a tc h ,  l i s t e n  a n d  c a r e  fo r  ; 
o n e  a n o th e r .

A l l  y o u  te a c h e r s  r e m in d  m e  o f  m y  g r a m .  A lw a y s  * 
te a c h in g .  A lw a y s  l i s t e n in g .  A lw a y s  le a r n in g .

G r a m ,  t h a n k  y o u  fo r  s p e a k i n g  to  m e  a lw a y s  in  >
y o u r  N a t i v e  l a n g u a g e  b e c a u s e  i t  m e a n s  s o  m u c h  \
m o re  w h e n  w e  h e a r  t h i n g s  in  o u r  o w n  to n g u e .  W e  
te n d  to  r e m e m b e r  th e m  m u c h  m o re .

G r a m ,  y o u ’r e  o n e  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  o n e s  n o w . Y o u ’r e  
o n e  o f  o u r  a n c e s to r s .  S e e  h o w  e v e n  y o u r  w o rd s ,  
t e a c h in g ,  l i v e  on . L o o k  h o w  m a n y  p e o p le  h a v e  h e a rd  
t h e m  to n i g h t .  ;

Q u y a n a .  ;
John Active, a Yupik him hies in Bethel, is the Yupik fid.vs re­

porter for KYUK Radio, the public station serving th9 Yukon-Kuskok-. 
v/im Delta region. ;
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Representative Georgianna Lincoln

FROM: Carol R. Vandor
Legislative Analyst

RE: Languages Taught in Alaska's Schools
Research Request 92.060

You asked about the purpose of the state bilingual education program. You also 
asked about the number of schools that provide Native language instruction and 
those that teach foreign languages. This information is presented below. I t  
is followed by a discussion of the Indian Studies program and the Johnson 
O'Malley program which may also offer some Native language instruction.

STATE BILINGUAL EDUCATION

Alaska has a responsibility to ensure that the education programs offered in 
all school d istricts  meet common standards. School d istr ic ts  retain the 
f l e x i b i l i t y  to design education programs that meet local needs but students' 
rights for equitable opportunities to learn are protected by the state. Within 
the Department of Education is the bilingual-bicultural education office. I t  
is the responsibility of this office to promote effective education for 
bilingual and multicultural students.

Purpose of Bilingual Education

Under 4 AAC 34.010, the purpose of the bil ingual-bicultural education program 
is to encourage and assist school d istr ic ts , in cooperation with local 
communities, to meet the special needs of children of limited English-speaking 
a b il ity .  The Department of Education believes that providing equal educational 
opportunity to these children through the establishment of bil ingual-bicultural 
programs of education w ill provide more effective use of both English and the 
student's language; foster more successful secondary and higher education 
careers; fa c il i ta te  the obtaining of employment; tend to bring about an end to 
the depreciation of local culture elements and values by the schools; stimulate 
better communication between the community and the schools in solving 
educational problems; effect a positive student self-image; allow genuine 
options for a ll students in choosing a way of l i f e ;  and fa c il i ta te  more 
harmonious relationships between the student's culture and the mainstream of 
society.

C e z z f r r c h
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Native Languages

Mike Travis, program manager for bilingual-bicultural education/foreign 
languages in the Department of Education provided attachments A through C. 
Attachment A l is t s  schools providing Native language instruction. According 
to this information, there are currently a minimum of 115 schools in 23 school 
d istricts  providing Native language instruction. There are a minimum of 16 
Native languages taught which range from Inupiaq and Yup'ik in the northern 
regions of Alaska to T lin g it  in southeast Alaska.

Foreign Languages

Attachment B l is t s  the foreign languages taught in each school d is tr ic t ,  by 
school and grade level. According to this information, during the 1989/1990 
school year, 1,726 elementary students, 1,382 junior high students, and 7,980 
high school students were studying a foreign language. The number of students 
who received instruction in a foreign language is as follows: 74 received
instruction in Chinese; 2,944 in French; 1,165 in German; 994 in Japanese; 76 
in Latin; 4,612 in Spanish; 420 in Russian; and 803 participated in a FLEX 
program where they received instruction in Japanese language and culture.

Attachment C l is t s  the school d istr ic ts  which participate in the STEP 
(S ate llite  Telecommunications Educational Programming) and the Distance 
Learning Program. During the 1990-1991 school year there were 239 students in 
14 school d istricts  participating in the STEP Program. The number of students 
who received instruction in a foreign language is as follows: 107 in Japanese; 
67 in Spanish; and 65 in Russian.

In the fa l l  of 1991 there were 458 students in 20 school d istricts  
participating in the Distance Learning Program. The number of students who 
received instruction in a foreign language is as follows: 206 in Japanese; 73 
in Spanish; and 179 in Russian.

OTHER PROGRAMS

In addition to the bilingual instruction programs discussed above, Alaska 
Native/American Indian students may participate in two other programs which 
provide services to meet their education needs: the Indian Studies program and 
the Johnson O'Malley program.

Indian Studies Program

T it le  V part A Indian Education funds are applied for yearly through the United 
State Department of Education by school d istr ic ts  to provide Indian Studies 
services. According to an administrator with the Juneau office of Indian



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  L i n c o l n

J a n u a r y  2 2 ,  1 9 9 2

P a g e  3

Studies, there is no office in Alaska which compiles information from all 
schools participating in this program.

The primary goals of the Indian Studies programs are to: increase pride in
culture, heritage and self among Native students; provide middle school and 
high school students with academic success by providing tutoring and 
counseling; teach awareness of education and vocation opportunities; promote 
respect and understanding of Native culture by non-Native students; and teach 
knowledge and appreciation of their Alaska Native cultures for a ll  d is tr ic t  
students both Native and non-Native. While the administrator in Juneau is not 
aware of any Indian Studies programs that formally teach a Native language, 
there may be some Indian Studies programs which assist students in their Native 
tongue on a needs basis.

Following is a b rief discussion of the Indian studies program Tn Juneau which 
may help in understanding the goals of the program. Instructors at the 
elementary level provide all students with cultural-relevant curriculum which 
aids students to fu l ly  understand, respect and appreciate cultural differences 
and s im ila r it ie s . Middle school and high school students are assisted by 
instructors who provide academic tutoring and counseling. Students who are 
having a d i f f ic u l t  time academically are assisted during regular class time. 
The instructors also provide culturally appropriate curriculum upon request. 
The high school instructor provides each student with an academic credit plan, 
homework assistance and assists students on post high school goals. The Indian 
Studies high school teacher teaches three classes of Alaska Studies and one 
course on Native American Literature.

Johnson O'Malley Program

Federal funds, under T it le  V, are also available for the Johnson O'Malley 
program. The objective of the Johnson O'Malley program is to provide 
supplemental programs for e lig ib le  Indian and Native students. Supplemental 
programs are those programs designed to meet the specialized and unique 
educational needs of e lig ib le  Indian students which may have resulted from 
socio-economic conditions of the parents or from cultural or language 
differences.

Following are some of the types of supplemental programs offered by the Johnson 
O'Malley program: native culture; pre-school classroom instruction and/or
supplies, equipment, nutrition, fa c i l i t ie s  rental, tu it io n  and transportation; 
athletics and recreation/survival s k il ls  which may be offered in the evenings 
or during the summer; educational fie ld  trips to explore career p o s sib ilit ie s ; 
tutoring offered during or after school or in the summer; education aides for 
the classroom, t*’ ’ ngual, library or evening study; counseling for career 
exploration, r- orientation and for drug and alcohol abuse; leadership 
s k i l ls ;  collect .g and taping legends, history and stories and compiling new 
letters, annuals and biographies and videotaping village events and conferences 
for use in schools; and assistance with music, reading and computers.
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An administrator with the Johnson O'Malley program in Anchorage identified five 
communities in which Native language instruction is offered. They are as 
follows:

Hydaburg: Haida language
Kotzebue: Inupiaq language
Klawock: T lin g it  language
Kodiak Native Association: A lutiiq  language
Ketchikan Indian Corporation: T lin g it  language

I hope this information is useful to you. I f  we may be of further assistance, 
please contact this office.

Attachments
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State of Alaska 
Bilingual-Bicultural Education Programs 

Schools Providing Native Language Instruction 
1991-1992

DISTRICT SCHOOL LANGUAGE
Alaska Gateway S.D. Northway 

Tetlin
Upper Tanana 
Upper Tanana

Aleutian Region S.D. Atka Aleut

Anchorage S.D. Not Available Not Avai1 able

Annette Island S.D. Metlakatla Tsimshian

Bering Strait S.D. Bervig Mission 
Diomede 

• El im 
Gambel1 
Golovin 
Koyuk'
Savoonga 
Shaktoolik 
Shi shmaref 
St Michael 
Stebbins 
Teller 
Unalakleet 
Wales
White Mountain

Inupiaq
Inupiaq
Yup'ik
St. Lawrence Is .  Yupik
Inupiaq
Inupiaq
St. Lawrence Is. Yupik
Inupiaq
Inupiaq
Yup1 i k
Yup'ik
Inupiaq
Inupiaq
Inupiaq
Inupiaq

Chugach S.D. Chenega:Bay
Tatitlek

Alutiiq 
Aluti iq

Galena City Schools Galena Koyukon

Idltarod Area S.D. Anvik 
Grayling 
Holy Cross 
Lime Village 
Nikoli 
Shageluk 
Tel Ida

Deg Hit'an 
Hoiikachuk 
Yup'ik 
Dena'ina 
Upper Kuskokwim 
Deg Hit'an 
Upper Kuskokwim

Kashunmiut S.D. Chevak Cup'ik

Kenai Pen. Bor. S.D. English Bay 
Port Graham 
Tyonek

Sugcestun (A lu tiiq ) 
Sugcestun (A lu tiiq ) 
Dena'ina



DISTRICT SCHOOL LANGUAGE

Kuspuk S.D. Lower Kalskag Yup'ik
Upper Kalskag Yup1ik
Aniak Yup'ik
Sleetmute Yup'ik

Lower Kuskokwim S.D. Atmautluak Yup'ik
Bethel Yup'ik
Chefornak Yup'ik
Eek Yup'ik
Goodnews Bay Yup'ik
Kasigluk Yup'ik
Kipnuk Yup'ik
Kongiganak Yup'ik
Kwethluk ' Yup'ik
Kwigillingok Yup'ik
Mekoryuk. Yup'ik
Napakiak Yup'ik
Napaskiak Yup'ik
Newtok Yup'ik
Nightmute Yup'ik
Nunapitchuk Yup'ik
Oscarville Yup'ik

. Platinum Yup'ik
Quinhagak Yup'ik
Tuntutuliak Yup'ik
Toksook Bay Yup'ik
Tununak Yup'ik

Lower Yukon S.D. Alakanak Yup'ik
Emmonak Yup'ik
Hooper Bay Yup'ik
Kotlik Yup'ik
Marshall Yup'ik
Mt. Village Yup'ik
Pilot Station Yup'ik
Pitka's Point Yup'ik
Russian Mission Yup'ik
Scammon Bay Yup'ik
Sheldon Point Yup'ik

N o m e  C i t y  S c h o o l s N o m e Inupiaq
St. Lawrence Is. Yupik



D I S T R I C T S C H O O L L A N G U A G E

North Slope Bor. S.D. Barrow Inupiaq
Anaktuvuk Pass Inupiaq 
Atqasuk Inupiaq
Kaktovik Inupiaq
Nuiqsut Inupaiq
Point Hope Inupiaq
Point Lay Inupiaq
Wainwright Inupaiq

Northwest Arctic Bor. Ambler
Buckland
Deering
Kiana
Kivalina
Kotzebue
Kobuk
Noatak
Noorvik
Selawik .
Shungnak

Inupiaq
Inupiaq
Inupiaq
Inupaiq
Inupiaq
Inupiaq
Inupiaq
Inupiaq
Inupiaq
Inupiaq
Inupiaq

P rib ilo f  Islands St. George 
St. Paul

Aleut
Aleut

Southwest Region S.D. Aleknagik N. Shore Yup'ik 
Aleknagik S. Shore Yup'ik 
Clark's Point Yup'ik
Koliganek Yup'ik
Manokotak Yup'ik
New Stuyahok Yup'ik
Togiak Yup'ik
Twin H ills  Yup'ik

St. Mary's S.D. St. Mary's Yup'ik

Tanana City Schools Tanana Koyukon (Tanana?)

Yakutat City Schools Yakutat T1ingi t



D I S T R I C T S C H O O L L A N G U A G E

Yukon Flats S.D Arctic Village Gwich'in
Beaver Gwich'in
Birch Creek Gwich'in
Chalkyi tsi k Gwich'in
Circle Gwich'in
Ft. Yukon Gwich'in
Stevens Village Koyukon 
Venetie Gwich'in

Yupiit S.D. Akiachak Yup'ik
Akiak Yup'ik
Tuluksak Yup'ik
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Elementary School Foreign Language Enrollments
1989-90

STRICT/SCHOOL
FRENCH JAPANESE SPANISH RUSSIAN

FLEX
1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 4 5 6

vEUTLANS EAST BOROUGH
18 12 15 16 8 7Sand Po in t

■HCHORAGE 
Sand Lake 57
S t e l l e r 18 21 13 18 2

I alrbanksNo'"dale E lementary 60
North Po l e  Elem. 10 3 3
Pea r l  Creek Elem. 3 12 12 11 5
W e l l e r  Elementary 107
Woodr ive r  Elementary 22 22 22 22 22 .

1DITAROD AREA SCHOOL 
B lackwe l l  School 5

JUNEAU
Gastineau Elementary 71 71 60 61 42
Harborview Elem. 585*

KEMIMt. View Elementary 3 5 6 5 5 5 3
N ik is k i  Elementary 17
N iko l ae vsk  Elem. 19 12 14 12 11 11
Razdolna Elementary 7 3 3 6 4

&QPIAKChiniak Elementary
KUSPUKAniak Elementary
LAKE & PENINSULA 

Newhalen School 2



***STATE OF ALASKA*** 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE ENROLLMENTS 
1989-90

Lexe l Chinese T rench German Japanese Ua.ti.u Russian Spanish FLEX TOTAL
L1ementary 0 92 0 486 480 650 1726
J r .  High 16 371 66 69 55 652 153 1382
U.S. I 44 1279 501 260 59 244 1824 4211
M.S. I I 14 795 377 131 14 59 1228 2618
M.S. I l l 262 132 48 3 28 302 775
M.S. IV & V 145 89 0 16 126 376
TOTAL 74 2944 1165 994 76 420 4612 803 11088

I0H85OIIE
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Elementary School Foreign Language Enrollments
1989-90

DISTRICT/SCHOOL
FRENCH JAPANESE SPANISH RUSSIAN

FLEX
1 2 3 <1 5 6 1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 4 5 6

MAlriU T inger Lake 25 30 5 51
S1FKA

Ve r s t o v i a  Elementary 2
IANANA 

Tanana Ci t y 6 6 6 6
TOTALS 18 12 18 23 14 7 128 71 60 168 42 17 77 98 80 105 54 66 5 5 5 3 650

"Students in th is  FLEX program study Japanese language & cu l t u r e

1 lementary School Enro l lmen ts :
French = 92
Japanese = 486 
Spanish = <180
Russian = 18
111 X = 660

l o t a l  =1 ,726

1000501 IE



Junior High School Foreign Language Enrollments
1989-90

DISTRICT/SCHOOL
I CHINESE FRENCH GERMAN JAPANESE SPANISH RUSSIAN

FLEX
I I I I I I I I I IV/V I I I I I I IV/V I I I I I I I I I I I I IV/V I I I I I I IV

ADAK Adak J r .  High 8 1 2
ALASKA GATEWAY 

lok 2
anchorageCent ra l  J r .  ADC High 8 34 10

C la r k  J un i o r  High 23 26
Hanshew J r .  High 16 58 22 25 11 46 21 41 14
Hears J r .  High 62 31
Romig J r .  High 25 22 60 17
Wendler Jun io r  High 42 24 32 9

CHATHAM 
Gustavus School 8 3 •

EA1RPANKS
Ben E ie l s on  J r .  High 17
North Po le  J r .  High 32
Ryan J r .  High 29 20 80
Tanana J r .  High 95

JUNEAU CITY & BOROUGH 
Floyd Dryden NA NA NA
Marie Drake 9 4 45 27 135

KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH 
Homer J r .  High NA
Ni ko laevsk 22
So ldotna 28

LOWER KUSKOKWIM 
Kwi g i 11 i ngok 5

LOWER .YUKON 
Ml. V i l l a g e 28

I0B05OIIE



Junior High School Foreign Language Enrollments
1989-90

DISTRICT/SCHOOL
CHINESE FRENCH GERMAN JAPANESE SPANISH RUSSIAN

FLEX
I I I I I I I I I IV/V I I I I I I IV/V I I I I I I I I I I I I IV/V I I I I I I IV

KAtUfJJ.Anderson 13
SI ISAU la t ch le y  J r .  High 8 37 20
SOUTHEAST ISLAND 

Por t  Alexander 5
VALD£Z

Gi l son J r .  High 10 10
YUKON TLAIS 

Northern Lights NA. NA .
10 T AL S 16 256 115 55 11 69 513 139 41 14 153

Jun io r  High Enro l lmen ts :
Chinese = 16
I rench = 371
German = 66
Japanese = 69
Spanish = 652 
Russian = 55
f LEX = 153

t o ta l  =1,382

1080501IE



High School Foreign Language Enrollments
1989-90

tl 1S TRICT/SCHOOL
CHINESE FRENCH GERMAN JAPANESE SPANISH RUSSIAN LATIN

I I I I I I I I I IV/V I I I I I I IV/V I I I I I I I I I I I I IV/V I I I I I I IV I I I I I I
apakHob Reeve High 4 2 18 9 1
ALASKA GATEWAY 

(ok High 11 3
ANCHORAGE 

B a r t l e t t  High 89 80 42 26 65 36 16 10 116 91 19 5 26 22 9 2
Chugiak High 65 50 18 11 64 29 18 3 68 38 14 7 8
Oimond High 184 138 46 66 92 92 46 46 184 138 46
East High 100 53 18 3 20 147 76 28 18 57 18 5 4
Robert Serv ice High 22 7 183 109 38 9 107 82 28 24 126 96 20 346 249 77 30 45 15 8 6
King Career Center 18 43 18 15 20
S t e l l a r  High 18 21 13 20
West High •

Me t l a k a l l a  High 7 1
BRISTOL BAY 

B r i s t o l  Bay High
CHATHAM

Gustavus High 4
CHUOACH W h i t t i e r  Community NA
COPPER RIVER 

G lenna l l en High 11 16 2
CORPOVA Cordova J r . / S r .  High 10 9
CRAIG 

Cra ig High 6 6 6 6
DELTA/GREELY

De l t a  Junct ion High



High School Foreign Language Enrollments
1989-90

0 ! STRICT/SCHOOL
CHINESE FRENCH GERMAN JAPANESE SPANISH • RUSSIAN LAI IN
I 11 I I I I I I IV/V I 11 I I I IV/V I 11 111 I I I I I I IV/V I I I I I I IV I I I I I I

DILLINGHAM CITY 
D i l l  ingham High 19 8

1A1RBANKS 
I ie l  son High 40 21 2 1 25 8
l .athrop High 111 65 9 9 57 26 11 3 123 87 11 5 59 14 3
Monroe High 17 19 28 2
Norlh Po l e  High 81 33 26 12 55 25
West V a l l e y  High 56 48 24 8 31 26 8 3 62 57 14 9

HAINES Haines High 11
JUNEAU CITY & DOR 

Juneau-Douglas High 64 48 11 25 14 10 96 90 19
KLNAI PENINSULA

Susan U. Eng l i sh
Homer High 58 29 5 3 2 46 22 8
Kenai Cent ra l  High 31 15 7 3 4 53 46 1 I
Niko laevsk High 8 4 6 4
N in i l c h i k  High 5 2 3
So ldotna High 5 88
Seward J r . / S r .  High 6 28 6

KETCHIKAN
Ketch ikan High

KIAWQCK 
Klawock High 15

LAKE & PENINSULA 
Newhalen • 1

LOWER KUSKOKWIM 
Bethel  High 25

LOWER YUKON 
Mt. V i l l a g e  High 12



High School Foreign L a m e  Enrollments

DISTRICT/SCHOOL
CHINESE FRENCH GERMAN JAPANESE SPANISH RUSSIAN LATIN
I I I I I I I I I IV/V I I I I I I IV/V I I I I I I I I I I I I IV/V I I I I I I IV I I I I I I

MALnSli 
Was i l i a  High 65 25 17 2 92 51 15 3
Houston J r . / S r .  High 22 19
Palmer High 52 30 17
Hat-su V a l l e y 13
Mt. Edgecumbe 22 7 48 9 5 1

NENANA CITY 
Nenana High 12 1

NORTHSLOPE
Barrow 21 4

NORTHWEST ARCTIC 
Kotzebue 20 1

P .L IER SBU RG  
Petersburg High 17 10

RAILBELT 
Anderson High 15 1 2

T r i - V a l l e y  High 8
SKAGWAY 

Skagway High 12 7
SITKA BOROUGH 

S i t k a  High 18 19 8 8 11 10 13 82 44 9 1
SOUTHEAST ISLAND 

Por t  Alexander 3
TANANA 

Tanana High 6
VALDEZ CITY 

Valdez High 20 19 3 24 19

Wrangel l  High 15 11 2



High School Foreign Lancjuage Enrollments

DISTRICT/SCHOOL
CHINESE FRENCH GERMAN JAPANESE SPANISH RUSSIAN LATIN

I I I I I I I I I IV/V I I I I I I IV/V I I I I I I I I I I I I IV/V I I I I I I IV I I I I I I
YAKUTAT CITY 

Yakutat High
YUKON FLATS 

Tor t Yukon High
Nor thern Lights High 2

P r i v a t e  School :
Monroe Ca tho l i c  Sch. 14 2 18 27 8

TOTALS 44 14 1279 795 26 2 145 501 377 132 89 260 131 48 1824 1228 302 126 244 59 28 16 59 14 3

Micjh School To ta l s :  K-12 T o ta l s :
Chinese = 58
T rench = 2 ,481 
German z 1,00') 
Japanese = 439
Spanish = 3 , 480 
Russian = 347
L a t i n  =______76

l o t a l  = 7 r898—
*1t W O

Chinese = 74
French = 2 ,944 
German = 1,165 
Japanese = 994
Spanish = 4 ,612 
Russian = 420
Lat in  = 76
FLEX = m
Total = 11,016

10005011E



ATTACHMENT C

STEP Program 
1990 - 1991

Distance Learning Program 
Fall 1991



DISTANCE LEARNING 
A NEH APPROACH IN FOREIGN LANGUAGE LEARNING IN ALASKA

Educational Service D is tr ic t 101 of Spokane, Washington, has been 
offering Japanese, Spanish and Russian language classes for two years in 
the Pacific Northwest, including Alaska. STEP (S ate llite  
Telecommunications Educational Programming) classes are broadcast live 
with one-way video and two-way audio hookups. Telephones allow students 
to communicate during the class with the teacher. Students enrolled in 
each class may be from very small schools in Alaska, Washington, Oregon, 
Idaho or Montana.

Tests, quizzes and homework are sent to the students through the mail. 
These materials are returned to STEP for grading, but school d istr ic ts  
assign a final letter grade and credit for the classes. The use of FAXes 
for sending and receiving homework w ill be used next school year.

Tutors are available at night, via phone (800) numbers, for students to 
practice their oral language sk il ls  and to get help with homework.

A classroom monitor is an important part of the management of these 
classes. The monitor ideally is a language instructor who not only 
serves as the classroom fa c il i ta to r  but also learns the language with the 
students. However, most monitors do not have these specific s k i l ls .  I t  
is important for the monitor to be a motivator, someone who can spend 
time trying to locate native speakers or cultural presenters and one who 
can find additional materials to help maintain Interest.

After school contact by the students with STEP tutors is important. Many 
schools and monitors make this contact a requirement of the course/

In 1990'- 1991 d istr ic ts  offered Japanese I & I I ,  Spanish I & .II  and 
Russian I.  Enrollments for these classes are on the follwing page.

In the fa l l  of 1991 d istr icts  offered Japanese I & I I ,  Spanish I & I I  and 
Russian I & I I .  Enrollments for these classes also follow.



STEP P ro g ram s 
1990-1891 

Fo re ig n  L anguage Enro llm en ts

I
UU1E
n

JBE--
in i n

i....
ra i n m

Alaska Gatewav
Eagle 2 2

Aleutians East Bon
False Pass 7 7

Sand Point 1 1

CoDDer River
Glennallen High 1 1 2

Kenny Lake High 8 8

Fairbanks North-Star
Ben Eielson High 6 6

Galena Citv Schools 4 2 2 8

Iditarod-Araa
Blackwell 4 4

Juneau Borouah
•

Juneau High 7 7

Kenai Pen Bor
Homer High 5 3 8

Kenai Central High l 1 2

Nikiski High
Ninilchik 1 1

Seward High 10 5 6 21

Skyview High 8 8

Soldotna'High ?
Susan B. English 1 4 5

Klawock Citv Schools . 5 4 9

Kodiak Port Lions 14 14

Lake & Peninsula
Port Heiden 2 2

Port Alsworth 4 4

Mat-Su Borouzh SI1
Colony Middle 14 15 29

Palmer Middle 8 8

Palmer High 4 4

Wasilla Middle 14 14 28

Nenana City High 6 5 8 8 27

Skagway High 6 6 12

Southeast Island
Hobart Bay 7 7

Thome Bay 4 4

TTnalaska Hiph 1 . _L...

- • TOTALS SB 8 0 48 19 0 65 0 0 239



Distance Learning Program 
Fail '91 

Foreign Language Enrollment

1 District/School Spanish Japanese Russian Total
1

I n I n I n

Alaska Gateway

Eagle Community School 1 i 2
Tok 1 1

Aleutians East

Cold Eay 7 7

Fase Pass (STEP) 2 3 5
King Cove 5 5

Sand Point (STEP) 1 3 4

Copper River

Chisochina 5 2 7

Glennallen 3 1 3 7

Kenny Lake (STEP) 2 7 5 14

Dillingham Schools

Dillingham 4 7 11

Fairbanks North Star Borough

Ben Eielson (CCS STEP) 2 2

Galena Schools

Galena (STEP) 4 1 5

Hoonah Schools

Hoonah Secondary 1 1

Kake City Schools

Kake High School 2 5 7

Kenai

Skyview High School , 15 4 19

Soldotna High School 11 1 12

Susan B. English (STEP) 5 3 2 10

Kodiak

Ouzinkie 1 1 2

Port Lions (STEP) 7 7

Kuspuk

Aniak Hijjh School 2 2

George Willis 1 1

Lake and Peninsula •

Levelock 6 6

Newhalen 6 6

Pilot Point 1 1

Port Heiden (STEP) 2 2

Lower Kuskokwim

Akula Elitnaurvik 1 1 2

Bethel High School 8 8



DISTRICT/SCHOOL Spanish Japanese Russian Total

Mat-Su
Colony High School 21 7 17 7 52

Colony Middle 8 11 19
Glacier View 19 13 32

Houston (Big Lake) 16 2 10 3 31

Palmer High (STEP) 38 38

Palmer Junior Middle 10 10

Susitna Valley 6 6

Wasilla High (STEP) 64 64

Wasilla Middle(STEP) 3 10 13

Nenana City Schools

Nenana High School 2 2 I 1 6

Northwest Arctic

McQueen (Kivalina) 3 3

Southeast Island

Howard Valentine 3 3

Port Alexander 3 3

Unalaska Schools

Unalaska 5 1 6

Wrangell

Wrangell Middle/High 8 7 15

Yakutat

Yakutat Jr/Sr High School 1 1

TOTALS 50 23 172 34 161 18 -458"



During a panel discussion at the 1991 AFLA Conference In Anchorage, a 
four person panel composed of Akira Yoshlda, Japanese language instructor 
from STEP, Annette MacDonald, STEP project fa c il i ta to r  from Nenana City 
Schools, Yasuko lehtinen, Japanese language fa c il i ta to r  from Soldotna 
High School and Linda Soriano, director of curriculum, Mat-Su Borough 
Schools, gave personal testimony about distance learning in their schools.

Annette MacDonald of Nenana spoke highly of the program. She indicated 
that Spanish and Russian classes would not be available at her school i f  
i t  were not for STEP. As a fa c il i ta to r ,  she stressed the importance of 
making a contract with the students, providing motivation and requiring 
students to contact the tutors after hours. She indicated that the STEP 
program provided unique opportunities for the students as they are able 
to meet other students from the Pacific Northwest. In addition, the 
program provides access to cultural a ctiv it ie s  that even a regular 
classroom teacher seldom has time to develop^

Yasuko Lehtinen tutors her students each day. She also provides an 
additional th irty  minutes of activ it ies  each week. She is beginning a 
s is te r-c ity  program with Japan in November.

Linda Suriano has found the STEP program to f i l l  an Important need for 
foreign language classes in her d is tr ic t .  Facilitators in the Japanese 
and Russian classes speak the language. Classes are offered at both the 
middle school and high school levels. Although the classes are college 
level work, most of the students handle the classes well, especially with 
supportive fa c il ita to rs .

Dr. Suriano is considering distance learning for elementary classes as 
the ideal way to have language Tograms at this level, provide a way for 
the classroom teacher to learn,the target language, and deliver a good 
program for about 65% of the cost of regular foreign language classes.

During a v is i t  to both middle school and high school Japanese language 
programs in the Mat-Su Borough School D istrict in ’ February, 1991, I found 
students to be highly motivated and able to understand and use Japanese 
to an extent I  d idn't think possible after such a short time of 
instruction.

In 1991 the National CounciTof State Supervisors of Foreign Languages 
developed a position paper with guidelines for Distance Learning in 
Foreign Languages. Following is a Position Statement, guidelines for 
programs and characteristics of effective programs.



NCSSFL
POSITION STATEMENT ON 

DISTANCE LEARNING IN FOREIGN LANGUAGES

Foreign language educators recognize the rapid growth and contributions of foreign language distance learning programs. Their concerns are:
* T h e  n e e d  f o r  d i s t a n c e  le a r n i n g

* I n v o lv e m e n t  o f  f o r e i g n  la n g u a g e ,  s p e c i a l i s t s  i n  p r o g r a m  d e s i g n  a n d  im p le m e n t a t i o n

* Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  d is t a n c e  le a r n i n g  t e a c h e r s  a n d  o n - s i t e  f a c i l i t a t o r s

* A p p r o p r i a t e  u s e  o f  t e c h n o lo g y

In this position statement, distance learning refers to instruction that relies on the use of 
telecommunications, rather than an on-site teacher, as the major delivery system for foreign language instruction.
This statement briefly outlines guidelines from specialists in foreign language education who work 
for state education agencies in the United States. The accompanying documents ( G u i d e l i n e s  f o r  
F o r e i g n  L a n g u a g e  D i s t a n c e  L e a r n i n g  P r o g r a m s  and C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  E f f e c t i v e  F o r e i g n  L a n g u a g e  
D i s t a n c e  L e a r n i n g  P r o g r a m s )  may be useful to anyone responsible for selecting and implementing 
distance learning programs.

* Th e  n e e d  f o r  d i s t a n c e  le a r n i n g

Distance learning classes should be used only when qualified teachers who are 
proficient in the target language(s) are not available or when qualified teachers 
want to enrich their programs. For example, distance learning might be a way to 
offer foreign language instruction in areas of population sparsity or when there 
are small numbers of potential students.

* I n v o lv e m e n t  o f  f o r e i g n  la n g u a g e  s p e c i a l i s t s  i n  p r o g r a m  d e s i g n  a n d  im p le m e n t a t i o n  .

The expertise o f the specialist is needed when considering curriculum, 
methodology, policies, and mandates. For distance learning to be a viable 
alternative to conventional classroom instruction, it must be consistent with current 
research and practice which focuses on developing the learner's language proficiency. Proficiency, what the learner can do with the language rather than what 
he or she knows about it, is the major principle around which today's foreign 
language teaching and curricula are organized. Distance learning programs must, 
therefore, provide a mechanism for a major portion of class time to be devoted to 
meaningful language use and practice and to authentic communication.



* Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  ( h e  d is t a n c e  le a r n i n g  t e a c h e r s  a n d  o n - s i t e  f a c i l i t a t o r s

The distance learning teacher should be an experienced master teacher with proven 
proficiency in the target language. The classroom facilitator should participate 
in appropriate in-service and should have a working knowledge of the target langraige or should be committed to learning the language.

* A p p r o p r i a t e  u s e  o f  t e c h n o lo g y

It is essential that technology be at the service of communication (i.e., acquisition 
of skills) and not an end in itself. The electronic technology in foreign language 
distance learning programs should allow for interactive instructional activities (i.e., one-way video and two-way audio or two-way audio-video). Live interaction is essential to quality foreign language teaching and learning.

The National Council o f State Supervisors o f Foreign Languages (NCSSFL) recognizes the 
potential of distance learning to overcome obstacles o f distance, time, and human and material 
resources that limit access to foreign language learning opportunities. However, if the purpose of 
a distance learning program is to teach foreign language, then the program must provide 
instruction that fosters creative interaction both among and between learners and with a native or 
near-native speaker of the language. This interaction should occur in a range of contexts likely to 
be encountered in the target culture. In summary, when school districts choose distance learning 
programs due to the limited resources as described above, NCSSFL encourages selection of 
materials and opportunities which are designed to meet the goals o f quality foreign language 
education.

r



NCSSFL GUIDELINES FOR
FOREIGN LANGUAGE DISTANCE LEARNING PROGRAMS

Foreign language distance learning programs shall be approved by and under the 
supervision of the state education agency (instruction and curriculum section) or 
other program-approval authority.
The state education agency foreign language specialist (or designated foreign 
language educator, if there is no state agency specialist) shall be involved in the 
approval process.

An annual approved application will be required of all elementary schools with 
mandated foreign language programs and secondary schools that utilize foreign 
language distance learning programs as part of the course offering for which 
students may earn high school credits.
Application forms must include attachments documenting the need for a foreign 
language distance learning program.
Application forms must include a local education agency plan for use of available 
resource persons (native speakers and others proficient in the target language 
and/or knowledgeable of target cultures) and a local education agency plan for 
involving students in extracurricular foreign language festivals, competitions, 
cultural events, and other activities.
AU foreign language distance learning p ropun sources must provide to the state 
education agency foreign language specialist the following:

* program schedule
* program goals and objectives
* curriculum guide
*  samples of daily lesson plans
* sample copies of tests, quizzes, instructional games, drill and practice 

sheets, and other printed materials
*  list of textbooks and supplementary materials to be used by classroom 

facilitator and students
* newsletter

See list of C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  c f  E f f e c t i v e  F o r e i g n  L a n g u a g e  D i s t a n c e  L e a r n i n g  
P r o g r a m s  for additional recommended guidelines.



CHARACTERISTICS OF EFFECTIVE 
FOREIGN LANGUAGE DISTANCE LEARNING PROGRAMS

1. Foreign language distance learning programs offer at least two levels of each foreign 
language.

2. Foreign language distance learning programs are interactive (two-way audio and video or two- 
way audio and fax or computer terminal for interactivity) in the foreign language.

3. Foreign language distance learning classes are limited to no more than 10-15 students 
or interaction with groups of students is with groups of 12 or fewer students.

4. The program offers a variety of instructional activities to include listening, speaking, reading, 
and writing skills, as well as social and cultural information.

5. The program provides frequent (daily, if possible, but at least 2-3 times each week) oral 
interactions between each student and an adult proficient in the target language (i.e., a 
certified foreign language teacher, a native speaker, or other individual with training in 
interactive teaching/learning techniques).

6. There is immediate feedback on student oral performance: Program source grades and 
returns student work (tests, assignments, projects, etc.) within 7-10 school days.

7. Program source is extremely well-organized so that classroom facilitators and students are 
informed of scheduled activities well in advance. A calendar of lesson objectives, test dates,

.. - activities, etc., is printed prior to each semester.
8. Text and printed materials correlated with the distance learning class are used for review, 

drill, practice, and homework to strengthen the concepts being taught
9. In addition to all program printed materials, program source provides classroom facilitators 

recent research on foreign language learning and foreign language teaching methodology.
10. Program source directly involves all schools and students by providing a vehicle for 

networking with each other and with program source.
11. Each distance learning class is formally evaluated each year. Program source provides data 

on program effectiveness.
12. The distance learning teacher is an experienced master teacher with proven proficiency in the 

target language.
13. The program source provides in-service training in course organization, classroom 

management, and treble*! aspects of the program for classroom facilitators.
14. Each distance learning class has a classroom facilitator who is a certified teacher (preferably 

in another foreign language or a related field).
15. Gass room facilitators have a working knowledge of the foreign language or are committed 

to learning the language (with students and/or through college/university classes).

16. School schedule coincides with program, schedule.
17. Local education agencies have the facility and permission to tape programs for repetition and 

reinforcement of instruction.



I S S U E S  F A C I N G  D I S T A N C E  L E A R N I N G :

Although many schools ars finding this delivery system for foreign 
language teaching to be very beneficial, there are some major issues 
facing the f ie ld .  These include:

Teacher certification across state boundaries is a problem that can be 
complex. For example, does the Japanese I language teacher for the EDI01 
STEP program need to be certified in Alaska? I f  so, how can he or she 
become certified? How can we assure that teachers have the s k i l ls  and 
proficiency to be language teachers and be able to use this medium well?

Program facilitators are a c rit ic a l part of the delivery system. Should 
the fac ilita to rs  be certified teachers or can any adult school employee 
be used as the fa c ilita to r?

Will school districts utilize this delivery system in the long-run? Presently, 
many school use the STEP program because they receive funds from the STAR 
SCHOOLS project or have gotten up-front money from other state grant 
programs. Will d istr icts  allocate general fund resources to continue 
these programs?

Procedures to accredit distance-learning programs need to be developed and 
adopted. Small rural schools in Alaska are using STEP language programs 
to f u l f i l l  a accreditation requirements. Can these programs be approved 
by the Northwest Association for Accreditation of High Schools?

Although the costs of the programs may decrease over the next several 
years because of increased student enrollments, d istricts  must also pick 
up the costs of programs from general fund money. Will they opt to do so?

Scheduling is also an Issue as there are two time zones in the area 
served by ED 101, STEP programs. Schedules are most often made for the 
convenience of large groups of students in Washington, Oregon or Idaho or 
Montana rather than Alaska. Alaskan schools must often attempt "to f i t "  
the live classes into their schedules or use tapes of the broadcasts.

For additional information regarding distance learning in foreign 
languages, please contact Mike Travis at 465-2970.

carnal 6 8
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Alatna M E M O R A N D U M
A llakaket
A n iak
A nv ik
A rctic V illage
Beaver
Betties
Birch C reek
C halky its ik
C hu a th b a lu k
C rooked  C reek
Evansv ille
Fort Y ukon
G a lena
G ray ling
H o ly  C ro ss
H u g h e s
H uslia
K alskag
K altag
K oyukuk
Lake M inchum ina
L im e Village
L ow er Kalskag
M an ley  H o t S pring s
M arsha ll
M cG rath
M in to
M oun ta in  Village 
N ikola i 
N u la to  
P ilo t S ta tion  
P itk as Poin t 
R am part 
R ed Devil 
R uby
R ussian  M ission
Shage lu k
S lee tm u te
St. M ary 's
S te v en s Village
S to ny  R iver
T ako tn a
T an an a
T elida
T u lu k sak
T yonek
V enetie
W isem an

TO:

FROM:

DATE:

RE:

Gordon Harrison, Director 
Legislative Research Agency

i nRepresentative Georgianna Lincol 

September 20,1991

Research Request - Languages Taught in Alaska's Schools

I would like to know which foreign languages are being taught in schools in Alaska, 
at what grade levels they are offered, and if data exists which shows the numbers or 
percentages of students who enroll in the foreign language classes, preferably 
broken out by school district. Also, to what extent are elementary schools in Alaska 
incorporating foreign language instruction as part of their curriculum?

As a parallel issue, I am looking for information about school districts that are 
making an effort to teach Native language to their students, as a language, as 
distinguished from biiingual education.

Concerning bilingual education, are there specific, stated goals and objectives of 
the program and any data that measures outcomes?

If you have questions concerning this request, please call Pat Jackson in my 
Juneau office, 465-3732.

Thank you.

District 24


