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LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 
STATE OF ALASKA

P.O. Box Y, Juneau, Alaska 99811 
(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450 
FAX (907) 465-2029

M E M O R A N D U M  M ay 20, 1991

SUBJECT: Sectional analysis - (HB 326) <

TO: R ep re sen ta tiv e  E ileen  M acL ean

FR O M : M ichael F. F o rd
Legislative C ounsel

T h e  follow ing is a  sec tion  by sec tion  analysis o f H B  326:

Section  1 - This is a s ta tem en t o f th e  pu rpo se  o f th e  bill.

S ection 2 - A llows a  p e rson  to  rece ive a lim ited te a c h e r certificate, to  te ach  A laska
N ativ e language o r  culture, m ilitary science, o r a  vocationa l o r  techn ica l cou rse  fo r 
which th e  s ta te  b o a rd  o f edu ca tio n  d e te rm ines th a t b acca lau re a te  d eg ree  tra in ing  is 
n o t sufficiently available. P rov ides th a t a lim ited te a c h e r certifica te  m ay be  issued 
only if th e  schoo l b o a rd  o f th e  distric t in which th e  p e rson  will b e  teaching, th ro ugh  
th e  ch ie f schoo l adm in istra to r, requ ests  issuance o f th e  ce rtif: 'ate.

Secrion 3 - A m end s th e  defin ition  o f "teacher".

S ection 4 - R ep ea ls  th e  p rov ision allow ing issuance o f a  lim ited  te a c h e r certificate,
as o f  Ju n e  30, 1997.

Section  5 - R equ ire s  th e  s ta te  b o a rd  o f educa tion  to  re p o r t b ack  to  th e  leg isla tu re on  
th e  im p lem en ta tio n  o f th e  lim ited te ach e r certificate.

S ection 6 - E ffec tive date.

Deliveries to: 240 Main Street 
Court Plaza, Room 500 

Mail Stop 3101



S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t
HB 326

r e p. Eileen M aclean

HB 326 provides for the certification of teachers in certain limited fields where 
baccalaureate degree training is not sufficiently available. The educational fields 
affected by this bill are Alaska Native language or culture, military science, and some 
vocational or technical subjects.
Limited certificates would be available only to teachers in these specified fields, and 
only because there is no baccalaureate degree training specific to these fields. These 
teachers would still be required to demonstrate both a mastery of the subject matter 
and teaching competency. Regulations adopted by the State Board of Education 
would assure the competency of teachers under this classification.

Limited certificates would be valid solely in the area of expertise for which they are 
issued, and they would be issued only upon the request of the local school board.

HB 326 is designed to resolve a longstanding problem of employment equity for 
certain teachers who are already providing instruction in our schools. For example, 
many Native language teachers have duties and responsibilities that are similar to 
certified teachers. Yet they are not getting the same recognition and encouragement. 
Instead of receiving a certificate, they are issued a "letter of authorization." Instead of 
being classified as teachers, they are called "recognized experts."

This disparity in status aggravates a number of problems for these teachers, including 
pay equity, peer respect and self-esteem. This bill does not compromise the powers of 
local school districts to set salary levels. Nor does it affect the tenure rights of these 
teachers. But it does confirm the value of the skills and experience these teachers 
offer to our students.

This legislation does not diminish the importance of the existing baccalaureate 
requirement. It merely recognizes that a specific group of teachers already 
participating in the education of our children possesses skills that cannot be acquired 
through the baccalaureate process. HB 326 assures these teachers are given 
comparable recognition in the certification process. At the same time, the bill gives 
the state board authority to require academic training for those holding a limited 
certificate.

This bill would equalize the status of teachers whose certification is based on criteria 
other than a baccalaureate degree. It would also allow DOE to achieve a 
standardization that does not currently exist. This could be done by combining all of 
these groups under a single certificate.

In addition, HB 326 clears up a longstanding ambiguity in the law related to the 
definition of "teacher." The existing definition is somewhat circular, and does not 
clearly identify those educational employees who are required to be certified. This bill 
more accurately defines a teacher.



S p o n s o r  S e c t i o n a l  A n a l y s i s
HB 326

The following is a sectional analysis of HB 326:

Section 1 - This is a statement of purpose of the bill.

Section 2 - Allows a person to receive a limited teacher certificate to teach Alaska 
Native language or culture, military science, or a vocational or technical course for 
which the State Board of Education determines that baccalaureate degree training is 
not sufficiently available.

Provides that a limited teacher certificate may be issued only if it is requested by the 
school board of the district in which the person will be teaching.

Allows the state board to adopt regulations outlining the teaching skills and subject 
matter expertise that are required of applicants for a limited certificate. This section 
also permits the board to require academic training by persons issued a limited 
certificate.

Section 3 - Amends the definition of "teacher."

This section clears up a longstanding ambiguity in the law related to the definition of 
"teacher." This definition is important because it defines the class of people subject to 
the certification requirement. The existing statutory definition is unclear.

AS 14.20.215(6) contains the following definition of "teacher:"
"teacher" means a person serving in a teaching, counseling, or administrative capacity 
and required to be certificated in order to hold the position.

In combination with AS 14.20 010, this wording creates a circular definition in statute. 
Under AS 14.20.010, a teacher is required to hold a certificate, and under AS 
14.20.215(6), a person is a teacher if he or she is required to hold a certificate.

Section 3 of this bill offers an improvement by defining the conditions under which a 
person must be considered a teacher, and therefore subject to the certification 
requirement.
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A fte r  re v iew in g  House B i l l  326, th e  D epartm en t has re a ch ed  th e  fo l lo w in g  

c o n c lu s io n s :  j

1. AS 14.20.020 and 4AAC 12.070 c u r r e n t l y  p ro v id e  f o r  th e  is s u a n c e  o f  

c e r t i f i c a t e s  in  l im i te d  f i e l d s  where b a c c a la u r e a te  d eg re e  t r a i n i n g  I s  n o t 

r e a d i ly  a v a i l a b l e  and/or th e  In d iv id u a l con ce rn ed  has v e r i f i a b l e  

e x p e r t i s e  1n a p a r t i c u l a r  s u b je c t  a r e a .

2. The D epartm en t has p rom u lga ted  r e g u la t io n s  which p ro v id e  f o r  a 

l im i te d  te a c h in g  c e r t i f i c a t e  in  any f i e l d ,  in c lu d in g  A lask a  n a t iv e  

s tu d ie s ,  m i l i t a r y  s c ie n c e  and v a r io u s  v o c a t io n a l  and te c h n ic a l  a r e a s  f o r  

which b a c c a la u r e a te  program s may n o t be r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e .

3. AS 14.020.215(6) o f  th e  b i l l  i s  v e ry  s im i l a r  t o  th e  la n g u ’.ge 

c o n ta in e d  In 4AAC 12.900(13). For t h i s  re a so n  th e  D epartm en t does n o t 

b e l ie v e  th a t . , a  need e x i s t s  to  p u t t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  in  s t a t u t e .

The c o s ts  a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  Im p lem en ta tio n  o f  t h i s  b i l l  a r e :

a) T ra v e l:  Funds w i l l  be used to  meet w ith  u n i v e r s i t y  p e rso n n e l and

o th e r s  i n t e r e s t e d  in  th e  im p lem en ta tio n  o f  t h i s  s t a t u t e .

b) C o n tr a c tu a l :  Funds w i l l  be u sed  to  a d v e r t i s e  f o r  th e  p u b l ic  n o t i c e s

c o n ce rn in g  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  as w ell as f o r  p r i n t i n g  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  

same.

c) S u p p l ie s :  P u rchase  o f  n e c e s s a ry  p ap e r and s u p p l ie s  needed to

im plem ent th e  a c t. .



R e s p o n s e  t o  D O E  A n a l y s i s
HB 326

DOE offers three conclusions in its fiscal note analysis. These conclusions warrant a 
response.
1. DOE points out that there are existing mechanisms for certifying teachers in fields 
where baccalaureate training is not available.
The department doesn't seem to recognize the problem. The existing certificate for 
teachers of Alaska Native language/culture and military science isn't even called a 
certificate. It's called a "Letter of Authorization," and these teachers are called 
"recognized experts" instead of teachers, despite the fact that they bring a wealth of 
knowledge to our classrooms and fulfill the same responsibilities as other teachers.

This certification regime has created a second-class status for these teachers. A Letter 
of Authorization creates the impression that they are equivalent to a substitute teacher, 
someone without special skills who is hired in an emergency. This has placed them in 
a certification ghetto. HB 326 represents an attempt to bring them out of that ghetto.

This legislation does not give these teachers greater status than they deserve. But at 
least it acknowledges their status as teachers. This change alone will encourage 
more respect and better treatment at the local level.

2. DOE states that existing regulations are adequate for the certification of teachers in 
these limited fields. While the regs may be adequate in DOE's view, they are not 
consistent. HB 326 offers DOE the opportunity to standardize its certification for all 
non-baccalaureate teachers.

Teachers of Alaska Native language or culture are currently certified for one year at a 
time, while Voc Ed teachers with similar certification renew every two years. For some 
reason, military science teachers are apparently no longer required to have any State 
certification. They teach solely on the basis of a Department of Defense approval.
This could raise questions of liability for the State.

The creation of limited teacher certification in statute could be an opportunity for DOE 
to bring all these teachers into a single category with a single set of governing 
regulations.

3. DOE claims this bill's redefinition of "teacher" is unnecessary because it is similar to 
the current definition set out in regulations. The definition needs to be firmly 
established in statute, where it serves as the basis for a broad array of interpretations. 
That is the whole purpose of Section 3 in HB 326 - to provide greater clarity in the 
definition of "teacher."

Since "teacher" is already defined in statute, it should be accurately defined. A 
teacher should not be identified merely as someone who teaches. The existing
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regulatory definition provides a clear indication of the category of people subject to 
Section 3°of this^il!5 reaS° n’ rt has been used as the basis for the refined definition in



P O S T T T O N  P A P E R :  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E D U C A T I O N

Division E d u c a t i o n a l  F i n a n c e  & S u p p o r t  Ser vices Bill Number HB 326

B ill T itle "An Act r e l a t i n g  to r e q u i r e m e n t s  for limited t e a c h e r  c e r t i f i c a t e s 

d e f i n i n g  'teacher'; and p r o v i d i n g  for an effective d a t e . "

Sponsor M a c L e a n ___________________________________________________._________________________

Position Statement: Explain briefly what the bill does, its impacts and Department's 
position, i.e., a) support, b) do not support, c) neutral or d) oppose.

After reviewing House B ill 326, the Department has reached the following conclusions:

1. AS 14.20.020,4AAC 12.070 and 4AAC 12.050 currently provide for the issuance o f certificates in 
limited fields where baccalaureate degree training is not readily available and /or the individual concerned 
has verifiable expertise in a particular subject area.

2. AS 14.020.215(6) o f the bill is very similar to the language contained in 4AAC 12.900(13). For this 
reason the Department does not believe that a need exists to put this definition in statute.

The costs associated with implementation o f this bill are:

a) Travel: Funds w ill be used to meet with university and Department o f Education personnel in the 
implementation o f this statute.

b) Contractual: Funds w ill be used to advertise for the public notices concerning regulations, as well as fo r 
printing and distribution o f  same.

c) Supplies: Purchase o f  necessary supplies needed to implement the act. Implementation o f  a new 
certification form and reprograming computers.

The Department o f Education's position on this bill is neutral.

APPROVED:

Division EF&SS

Commissioner/Deputy J e r r y  C o v e y



I  l l  I f  B  ALASÎ  ASSOCIATION OF ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PRINCIPALS
B I B  ALASKA ASSOCIATION OF SECONDARY SCHOOL PRINCIPALS

Q H i  H  ■  ALASKA ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS

• ALASKA COUNCIL OF SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS •
326 Fourth St., Su ite 408 , Juneau , AK 99801-1101 (907 ) 586-9702 FAX (907 ) 586-5879

POSITION STATEMENT

HOUSE BILL NO. 326

"An Act relating to requirements for limited teacher certificates; defining 
'teacher'; and providing for an effective date."

The Alaska Council of School Administrators is in support of House Bill 
#326.

The Alaska Council of School Administrators has been critical of past 
attempts to design special certificates without some safeguards to insure 
there are standards and the interest of the students served are met first 
and foremost.

This legislation addresses our major concerns regarding the limited 
nature of the certificate, the responsibility of the school district to 
request such a certificate and the ability of the district to require a 
person issued a limited certificate to undertake academic training.

We appreciate the sponsor's willingness to make the necessary changes to 
this legislation. We feel in the long run, the children will be better 
served.



Superintendent ’atsy Aamodtl S u P e r i M e n d e n t

Office o f the

N O R T H  S L O P E  B O R O U G H  S C H O O L  D IS T R IC T
Pouch 169 * Barrow, Alaska 99723 (907) 852-5311 • FAX (907) 852-5984

'atsy Aamodt, Superintendent
November 27,1991

Nunanuia Wolves H*wuut School Sox 21029 Anaksumtk Past,Alaska 99721 (907) 661.3226 PAX (907) 661.3402
Alpasuk Eagles Meads River Scteoi Alfasuk, Alaska 99791 (907) 6334315 PAX (907) 633-6215
Barrow Whalers Barrow High School Pouch 8930 Banow. Alaska 99723 (907) 832J930
BUS Wolves 
Borrow Middle School Pouch 3930 Barrow, Alaska 99723 V 832-3930
Arctic Pox Frtd Ipalook Elementary School Box 430Bartow, Alaska 99723 (907) 332-4711
Kav • Hook Pams 
Harold Kawolook School Box 10
Kaktovik, Alaska 99747 (907)640-6626 FAX (907) 640-6717
Nuiqsut Trappers Trapper School 
Nuirffut, Alaska 99789 
(907) 460-6712 FAX (907) 480-6621
Tlkigoq Harpocmurx Tikigaq School

Alaska State Board of Education Mr. Joe Montgomery, President 1048 Beech Lane Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Dear President Montgomery:
The North Slope Borough Schood District Board of Education has long recognized the importance that our Inupiaq language has for the strength and continuity of our Inupiaq culture.
It is with pride that we support the enclosed Resolution #91-015, which our young people presented at the American Federation of Natives Youtn Convention. It is  very gratifying to us that our young peopie express so strongly their wish to maintain their heritage.
We, the Board of Education, fully endorse the attached Resolution #91*015 and are determined to support our students in their desire to maintain our native language.
We request your support for any current or future native language/culnire legislation that wou(d achieve our goals.

Point Lap, Alaska 99739 lam) 833-2312 
(907)83342123

Box 148Point Hope, Alaska 99766 
(907) 368-2662 or 2663 PAX (907) 368-2770
Cully Qfinnda Cully School May/A. Aarpodt, Superintendent ortn SJope Borough School District
Map Sc Ao 

w o
wfmmrrtgi

AUk Huskies Mat School
Wmrnrighl, Alaska 97782 (907) 763-2341 
PAX (907) 763.2330



G o v e rn o r ’s  C o u n c i l o n  V o c a t io n a l E d u c a t io n
C J. T h o m a s  

Chair
S u e  E. Miller Vice Chair A lice  B ergdo ll Administrative Assistant

J e r ry  L ew is  
Executive Director

2P F o u r t h  S t r e c i .  S u i t e  101 • J u n e a u .  A l a s k a  99801 
P h o n e :  (907) 586-1736 « FAX: (907) 586-1250

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E i l e e n  M a c L e a n  
B o x  V
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a c L e a n ,

T h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  C o u n c i l  o n  V o c a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  d i s c u s s e d  a s  a n  
a g e n d a  i t e m  H B  326, a n  a c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  l i m i t e d  
t e a c h e r  c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  a t  t h e  c o u n c i l  q u a r t e r l y  m e e t i n g  in J u n e a u  on 
F e b r u a r y  8, 1992.

A l t h o u g h  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  b r o u g h t  f o r t h  t h e  c o n s e n s u s  t h a t  p e r s o n s  in 
t h i s  c a t e g o r y  p r e s e n t l y  a r e  c o v e r e d  b y  o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n s ,  t h e  
c o u n c i l  f e l t  t h a t  H B  32 6 w o u l d  g i v e  t h e  d e s e r v e d  r e c o g n i t i o n  t o  
t h o s e  p e r s o n s  t h a t  a r e  t e a c h i n g  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  l a n g u a g e  o r  c u l t u r e ,  
m i l i t a r y  s c i e n c e ,  a n d  v o c a t i o n a l  o r  t e c h n i c a l  c o u r s e s  a l o n g  s i d e  
t h o s e  t e a c h e r s  t h a t  h a v e  c e r t i f i c a t e s  now. I a m  p l e a s e d  t o  a d v i s e  
y o u  t h a t  t h e  c o u n c i l  v o t e d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

/ a b

I



\  J niversity of A l a s k a  Fairbanks

Fairbanks, Alaska 99775

J u d i t h  K l e i n f e l d  
D i r e c t o r ,  N o r t h e r n  S t u d i e s  

C o l l e g e  of L i b e r a l  A r t s  
U n i v e r s i t y  of  A l a s k a  

F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 7 5  
J a n u a r y  29, 1992

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E i l e e n  P. M a c L e a n  
C o - C h a i r ,  H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  
B o x  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a c L e a n :

I s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t  H B  326, w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  f o r  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  
o f  t e a c h e r s  i n  c e r t a i n  f i e l d s  w h e r e  b a c c a u l a u r e a t e  d e g r e e  
t r a i n i n g  is n o t  a v a i l a b l e  or a p p r o p r i a t e ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t e a c h e r s  
o f  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  l a n g u a g e  a n d  c u l t u r e ,  m i l i t a r y  s c i e n c e ,  o r  
v o c a t i o n a l  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  e d u c a t i o n .

T h i s  a l t e r n a t i v e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  h a s  l o n g  b e e n  n e e d e d  i n  A l a s k a  as 
i t  r e c o g n i z e s  a n d  r e w a r d s  e x p e r t i s e  t h a t  is n o t  a c q u i r e d  in a 
t r a d i t i o n a l  c o l l e g e  p r o g r a m .  T o  i n s i s t  t h a t  p e r s o n s  w i t h  s u c h  
e x p e r t i s e  n o n e t h e l e s s  g o  t h r o u g h  a s t a n d a r d  t e a c h e r  
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  p r o g r a m  is u n r e a s o n a b l e  a n d  k e e p s  f i n e  i n s t r u c t o r s  
o u t  o f  t h e  c l a s s r o o m .

T h e  p r e s e n t  b i l l  is m u c h  i m p r o v e d  f r o m  its e a r l i e r  v e r s i o n ,  H B  
2 C 3 . I e s p e c i a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  y o u r  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  i n t o  t h i s  n e w  
b i l l  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  r e c e i v e  a p p r o p r i a t e  a d d i t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  
in i n s t r u c t i o n a l  s k i lls. I h a d  m a d e  t h i s  s u g g e s t i o n  e a r l i e r .

T h i s  b i l l  is in t h e  f o r e f r o n t  of c o n t e m p o r a r y  e f f o r t s  t o  i m p r o v e  
t h e  q u a l i t y  of  t e a c h e r s  b y  m a k i n g  it p o s s i b l e  f o r  p e o p l e  w i t h  
s u b j e c t  a r e a  e x p e r t i s e  t o  e n t e r  t h e  t e a c h i n g  f o r c e  w i t h o u t  
u n d e r g o i n g  a l e n g t h y  a n d  i n a p p o p r i a t e  t e a c h e r  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m .

P l e a s e  l e t  m e  k n o w  if I c a n  d o  a n y t h i n g  m o r e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  
i m p o r t a n t  l e g i s l a t i o n .



NOME PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Box 131. Nome. Alaska 99762 • Telephone (907) 443-2231

J a n u a r y  27, 1992

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Eileen P. M a c L e a n  

C o - C h a i r ,  H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  

P . O .  B o x  V  

J u n e a u ,  A K  9981 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a c L e a n :

T h i s  letter will s e r v e  as indication of o u r  s u p p o r t  of y o u r  H o u s e  Bill 

N o .  326. O u r  school district h a s  a n e e d  for this k i n d  of certification 

in certain limited fields, ie. A l a s k a  N a t i v e  L a n g u a g e  or C u l t u r e .

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  in f or m a t i v e  letter r e q u e s t i n g  s u p p o r t .

Respectfully you rs.

R o b e r t  G .  K i n n a  

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t

/ m m r



NORTH SLOPE BOROUGH SCHOOL D ISTR IC T
Pouch 169 * Barrow , A laska 99723 * (907) 852-5311 • FAX (907) 852-5984 

atsy Aamodt, Superintendent

Nunamlut Wolves 
Nunamiul School 
Sox 21029 
A/iakluvuk Pass,
Alaska 99721 
(907)661-3226 
PAX (907) 631 -3402

Atqesuk Eigle s 
Meade Rh/er School 
Atqasuk, Alaska 99791 
(907) 633-6315 
PAX (907) 633-6215

B e t  r o w  W h e l e t s  

Sa/row High School 
Pouch 8950 
S arrow. Alaska 99723 
(907)852-8950

SMS Wolves
Barrow Middle School •
Pouch 8950
Barrow. Alaska 99723
(907)852-8950

:tle Fox 
.M Ipalook 

Sameniry School 
sox 450
8arrow, Alaska 99723 
(907)852-4711

Ktveolook Ferns
Harold Kaveolook School 
Box 10
Xakiovik, Alaska 99747 
(907) 640-6626 
PAX (907) 640-6717

Hulqsut Trappers 
Trapper School 
Nuigsui, Alaska 99789 
(907)480-6712 
FAX (907) 480-6621

Tlklgaq Hirpoonera 
Tiklgaq School 
eox14B
Point Hope. Alaska 99766 
(907) 366-2662 or 2663 
FAX (907) 368-2770

Cully Qevvlks 
Cull/ School
Poini Lay, Alaska 99759 
(907)833-2312 
FAX (907) 833-2123

,4k Huskies
Alak School 
Box 10
Wainwrigni, Alaska 99782
(907)763-2541
FAX (907) 763-2550

RESOLUTION 92-07 SUPPORTING HB 326 WHICH PROVIDES CERTIFICATION OF TEACHERS IN CERTAIN LIMITED FIELDS

WHEREAS the North Slope Borough Board of Education supports the preservation of our Inupiaq Language; and
WHEREAS the North Slope Borough Board of Education knows that the teaching of our Inupiaq Language is Important In preserving our Inupiaq Culture; and
WHEREAS the North Slope Borough Board of Education recognizes that we have many excellent Inupiaq Language Teachers; and
WHEREAS the North Slope Borough Board of Education Is aware that It is not possible to obtain a baccalaureate degree In Inupiaq Language;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the North Slope Borough Board of Education support and approve House Bill 326 which provides Teacher Certification for certain limited fields; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the North Slope Borough Board of Education desires passage of House Bill 326 by the State Legislature at the earliest opportunity.

INTRODUCED:. 
ADOPTED:__

February 11. 1992
February 11, 1992

iovrNageak, ‘President Ndnh Slope Borough Board of Education

itsy/A. Aamoqt, Superintendent rtMSIop&Borough School District



N E A - A L A S K A
AFFILIATED WITH THE NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

Don Oberg, President
Claudia Douglas Vice President? 0. Box 74S37 Fairbanks. AK 99707 
Judy SoloNEA Director 
1510 Kcnaitzc Court iwnai. AK 99611 
Paul JarviRegion I Director ' (). Box 5S76 Ketchikan. AK 99901 
Dccdie Sorensen Region 1 Director 
'403 Sunnv Dr.• ;neau. AK 99S01 
Mary BohananRegion 11 Director 
*0 Box 1164 Jcita Juncti n. AK 99737 
Trena Ricnardson Region 111 Director 
Box 227SSoldotna. AK 99669 
Olaf AllisonRegion IV Director
Box 44Ktana. AK 99749 
Kathy GrossRegion IV Director ?.0 Box 1652 Bethel. AK 99559 
Susan AnnlsRegion V Director 
21 IS Cushman Street Fairbanks. AK 99701 
Carole EvansRegion V Director 
2118 Cushman Street Fairbanks. AK 99701 
Gayle HarboRegion V Director 
Box 80522 College. AK 99708 
Loretta B. Christie Region VI Director 
2220 Yorkshire Lane Anchorage. AK 99504 
Richard Kronberg Region VI Director 
3511 Chiniak Bay Dr.Anchorage. AK 99515 
Pam McCnrlRegion VI Director 
2116 Sorbus Way Anchorage. AK 99508 
Kathl McCordRegion VI Director 
1601 Hidden Lane Anchorage. AK 99501 
John CyrRegion VII Director 
P.O. Box 873663 Wasilla. AK 996S7 
Sandy PevanRegion VII Director Box 871256 Wasilla. AK 99687 
Dorothy WellsRegion R Director 
2529 Nelson Road North Pole. AK 99705

ANCHORAGE REG IONAL OFFICE
1411 W. 33RD  AVENUE 

ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 9 9 5 0 3  
(907 ) 2 7 4 -0 5 3 6  

FAX: (907 ) 2 7 4 -0 551

JUNEAU O FF ICE
105 MUNICIPAL WAY. SUITE 3 0 2  

JUNEAU. ALASKA 99S01 
(907 ) 5 8 6 -3 0 9 0  

FAX: (907 ) 5 8 6 -2 7 4 4

FA IRBA N KS  REG IONAL OFFICE
2 1 1 8  CUSHMAN STREET 

FAIRBANKS. ALASKA 9 9 701  
(907 ) 4 5 6 -4 4 3 5  

FAX :(907) 4 5 6 -2 1 5 9

F e b ru a ry  12, 1992

T o : R ep re se n ta tiv e s  C a rn e y  and  L in c o ln  C o -C h a irs  o f  H ouse  H E SS , m embers
o f  the H ESS  C om m ittee

F rom : D on  O be rg , N E A -A la s k a  P re s id e n t

R E : H B 3 2 6  "A n A c t re la t in g  to re a u irc m en t f o r  lim ite d  te ach e r c e r t i f ic a te ;
d e f in in g  ‘ te ach e r ’ ; and  p ro v id in g  f o r  an e f fe c t iv e  date ."

N E A -A la s k a  Su pp o rts  passage o f  H B  326  p rov id in g  f o r  a lim ite d  c e r t i f ic a te  in 
c e rta in  a re a s  o f  e xp e rtise  w here  a te a ch e r ed uca tion  p rog ram  does n o t e x is t . 
P re s e n t ly  th e re  a re  in d iv id u a ls  p ro v id in g  these se rv ices to s tuden ts o f  o u r  state , 
s t ro n g ly  encou rage  the a ttem p t to  s ta n d a rd iz e d  the jo b  c la s s if ic a t io n s  o f  p eop le  
p e r fo rm in g  the job s  o f  teache rs b u t a re  c la s s if ie d  d i f f e r e n t ly  a ro u n d  the state .

We

N E A -A la s k a  be lieves th a t S ec tion s 1, 2 , and  3 cove rs  the s ta tu to ry  need to em pow er 
the D ep a rtm en t o f  E d u c a tio n  to  g ra n t a c e r t i f ic a te  to in d iv id u a ls  id e n t i f ie d  as 
q u a li fy in g  f o r  lim ite d  c e rt i fic a te s . I t  is o u r  o p in io n  th a t re d e f in in g  "teache r" adds 
c la r i t y  bu t does n o t s tren g th en  o r b ro ad en  the m ean ing .

We w ou ld  question  th e  pu rpose o f  S e c tio n  4 . W h a t w ill be the s ta tu s  o f  teache rs 
c e r t i f ie d  unde r th is  p rov is ion ?  H ow  w ou ld  these in d iv id u a ls ’ w o rk in g  re la t io n sh ip s  
be a lte re d  by rep ea l o f  th is p ro v is io n ?  H ow  does the rep ea l im pac t c u rre n t teachers 
w ho h o ld  o th e r lim ite d  types o f  lim ite d  c e r t i f ic a te  unde r c u rre n t D O E  R eg u la tio n s ?

We a re  u n c le a r o f  the reason  f o r  the re p ea l o f  S ec tion  2 o f  th is b i l l .  I t  is o u r 
p o s itio n  th a t these " teach in g " p o s itio n s  a re  c r i t ic a l ly  needed in o u r s c h oo ls . U n t i l 
th e  U n iv e rs ity  p rov ides a m echan ism  f o r  u n lim ited  c e r t i f ic a t io n  in these a re a s , we 
w ou ld  urge an  am endm ent to rem ove th e  lim ite d  enac tm en t and recom m end de le tion  
o f  S e c tion  4.

T h a n k  you  f o r  y o u r  c o n s id e ra t io n  o f  the issues id e n t i f ie d  in  th is  p o s it io n  paper. 
N E A -A la s k a  su ppo rts  the concep t o f  lim ite d  c e r t i f ic a t io n  o f  a reas o f  exp e rtise .
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Advocates fo r Alaska's Youth

H B  3 2 6  
S u p p o r t  f o r  

L i m i t e d  t e a c h e r  c e r t i f i c a t e s

The Association of Alaska School Boards (AASB) supports HB 326, 
providing limited teacher certificates in certain limited fields where 
baccalaureate degree training in not available, so long as the person 
demonstrates both subject matter expertise and teaching competency.

The Association of Alaska School Boards is also on record as supporting 
a bonafide postsecondary education certification program in the area of 
Alaska Native Language & Culture, in particular, to provide opportunities 
for Alaskan students to pursue a career in teaching. (AASB Resolution 
92-29)
AASB also supports language in HB 326 allowing the State Board of 
Education to require by regulation additional academic training (and 
satisfactory progress) if it is deemed necessary.
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CS FO R  HOUSE B ILL  NO. 326 (HES)

IN  THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

BY  THE  HOUSE HEALTH , EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVE MACLEAN

A B ILL  

FO R  AN ACT EN TITLED

1 "A n  Act re la tin g  to requ irem en ts  fo r lim ited teacher certifica tes; defin ing  ‘te a ch e r’; and

2 p ro v id in g  fo r  a n  effective da te ."

3 BE IT  EN A C TED  BY TH E  LEG ISLA TU RE O F  T H E  STA TE OF ALASKA:

4 * S ection  1. PURPOSE. The purpose o f this A ct is to provide for the certification o f teachers in
5 certain lim ited fields w here baccalaureate degree training is not sufficiently available, so long as the
6 person dem onstrates both subject m atter expertise and teaching competency.
7 * Sec. 2. AS 14.20 is amended by adding a new section to read:
8 Sec. 14.20.025. OTHER TEACHER CERTIFICATES. Notw ithstanding AS 14.20.020(b),
9 a person m ay be issued a lim ited certificate, valid only in  the area o f expertise for which it is

10 issued, to teach A laska Native language or culture, m ilitary science, or a vocational o r technical
11 course for which the board determ ines by regulation that baccalaureate degree training is not
12 sufficiently available. A lim ited certificate m ay be issued under this section only i f  the school
13 board o f the distric t or regional educational attendance area in which the person w ill be teaching,
14 through the ch ief school administrator, has requested its issuance. A person who applies fo r a

-1-
iNew T ext U n d er lin ed  [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]

C S H B  3 2 6 (H E S )



WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT
1 lim ited certificate shall demonstrate, as required by regulations adopted by the board, instructional
2 skills and subject m atter expertise sufficient to ensure the public that the person is com peten t as
3 a teacher. The board m ay require a person issued a  lim ited certificate to undertake academ ic
4 training as m ay be requ ired by the board by regulation and make satisfactory progress in  the
5 academ ic training.
6 * Sec. 3. AS 14.20.215(6) is repealed and reenacted to read:
7 (6) "teacher" means an individual who, for compensation, has prim ary
8 responsibility to plan, instruct, and evaluate learning o f  elementary o r secondary school students
9 in  the classroom  or an equivalent setting and also includes

10 (A) an individual serving in an adm inistrative capacity who superv ises
11 teachers;
12 (B) a  provider o f special education and related services;
13 (C) a  school counselor;
14 (D) a school nurse; and
15 (E) a  school psychologist.
16 * Sec. 4. AS 14.20.025 is repealed June 30, 1998.
17 * Sec. 5. The Board o f  Education shall report to the legislature on o r before January 15, 1997,
18 concern ing the im plem entation o f AS 14.20.025, enacted by sec. 2 o f  this Act. The repo rt m ust include
19 the num ber o f  certificates issued under that section and o ther relevant information.
20 * Sec. 6. This A ct takes effect July 1, 1992.

•?>7 . • . •
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Jan u a ry  10, 1991

Hal V . M arsell
Chairm an, U tah State Optom etry Board 
Utah State Legislature 
190 South Fo rt Lane, #1 
Layton, UT  84041

Dear Chairm an Marsell:

I am very pleased to write in support o f the legislation soon to be introduced 
which w ou ld  update you r state's laws concerning optometric care.

As you may know , at its 118th Annual Meeting, the American Public Health Association 
(A PH A ), which represents a combined national and affilia te membership o f over 52,000 public health 
professionals and community health leaders, adopted a reso lu tion entitled "Access to Treatment fo r 
Eye Care by Optometrists." A  copy is enclosed fo r  you r immediate reference. . .

This reso lu tion acknow ledges that the expansion o f clinical priv ileges o f  optometrists has 
increased the availab ility , accessibility, and cost effectiveness o f eye care to the American public. The 
reso lu tion  recommends that States update their optometric practice acts to a llow  fo r optometric use o f 
those diagnostic and therapeutic pharmaceuticals which have been determ ined by the State Board o f 
Exam iners in Optom etry as being within the scope o f competency o f pharmaceutically certified 
optometrists. We fu rther recommend that dispensing o f such pharmaceuticals be regulated by state 
pharm acy laws. —>

C u r r e n t ly ,^  states a llow  optometrists to use therapeutic drugs fo r the benefit o f their 
patients. APHA  urges you r support fo r leg islation which encompasses the princip les endorsed in the 
APHA resolution, and w ou ld result in better access to comprehensive eye care o f the American 
citizens.

j M f l S S H

American Public Health Association

1015 Fifteenth Street, N W  
Washington, DC 20005 

202/789-5600

I am confident that the citizens o f U tah w ill be w ell served and w ill benefit greatly if 
comparable legislation is adopted by  you r state. As an M D . a Dean o f  a School o f Pub lic Health, and 
President-elect o f A PH A , I strong ly  endorse its passage.

S incefely,

Jcfyce C . Lashof, M D 
president-elect, A PHA  and 
Dean, School o f Public Health 
Un iversity  o f C a liforn ia at Berkeley

JCL:mam/APHA

enclosure
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■ AND LASER INSTITUTE 

TO: M embers o f  the  A laska Legislature

FROM : Robert O. Ford, MD

DATE: M ay 21, 1991

Over the last ten years o f  working as an  ophthalm ologist closely with the 
optom etric profession to provide eye care to  the peop le  o f  Washington, I  
have m ade  som e observations th a t I  would like to share  with you.

Relations between ophthalmology and  optometry in general are 
unfortunately frequently dom inated by com petition an d  tu r f  issues. Once 
I  was able to get past tha t in my own thinking ab o u t eight years ago, I 
began to see things in a  different light.

Ind iv idual an d  professional advancem ent is p a rt o f  the Am erican way. 
Optometiy as a  profession has grown progressively m ore sophisticated an d  
capable. Unfortunately each step o f  th e  way, the ir efforts a t self- 
im provem ent have been resisted by organized ophthalmology. The m ost 
frequen t argum ent used h a s  been that p a tien ts will suffer when practitioners 
practice beyond the ir training. It is true th a t pa tien ts will suffer if any  
prac titioner overextends h im self whether he be MD, OD, attorney, po litic ian  
o r anything else. The rea l issue o f pub lic  safety lies with the morality, 
honesty, a n d  faithfu lness o f  each person using th e ir own judgem ent to 
m anage only things fo r which they are qualified, an d  to get consultation o r 
m ake referrals when necessary.

My experience with optometry is th a t they are a s  a  whole, above average in 
their com m itm ent to  providing quality care to the ir p a tien ts  and  requesting 
assistance o r  m ak ing referrals whenever a  p a rtic u la r case is beyond the ir 
knowledge o r training.

A s I  have observed the changes in Washington, first with a n  extension o f  
optom etry’s freedom  to use diagnostic drugs and  then la te r with the ir 
freedom  to use therapeu tic drugs, I  have no t seen pa tien ts harmed. In  fa c t  
the availability o f eye care h as improved, and  I  can  recom m end this course 
o f  ac tion to the s ta te  o f  Alaska.

Sincerely,

i M f o .
Robert O. Ford, M D  
/de



A p r i l  5 ,  1 9 9 1

Alaska State Legislature 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Legislator:

I am writing in support of Senate Bill 157 (Optometry Pharmaceuticals). 
I am glad to hear Alaska is currently addressing the issue of 
optometrists being allowed to prescribe a variety of therapeutic 
agents.

This action is long overdue and has already been approved in 26 other 
states.

I am a Colonel in the Air Force, a board certified Family Physician 
and Chief of the Emergency Room, Family Practice, and Primary Care 
Department at Elmendorf Air Force Base Regional Hospital. I have ?hus 
had frequent professional exposure to optometrists and thus feel I can 
speak quite objectively.

I feel optometrists are fully qualified to expand their prescribing 
service to their patients.

I would hope an objective review of this issue be undertaken and 
passage of the bill be the outcome.

Sincerely,

Richard M. Stratton, M.D., Colonel, USAF, MC

2420 Banbury Drive
Anchorage, AK 99504



K a c h e m a k  Bay M edical Clinic
P ro fe ss ion a l C orpora tion  
PAUL D . RAYMOND M.D.
4 2 8 5  H ohe St., Su ite 2 
H om er, A laska 9 9 6 0 3  

(9 0 7 ) 2 3 5 -4 0 5 0

May 2, 1991

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r :

I a m  w r i t i n g  t h i s  l e t t e r  in s u p p o r t  of S e n a t e  B i l l  157, w h i c h  
i n v o l v e s  the u s e  of p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s  b y  o p t o m e t r i s t s .  A s  
a f a m i l y  p r a c t i t i o n e r  in a r u r a l  a r e a  o f  A l a s k a ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  
p r e s e n c e  of o p h t h a m o l o g i s t s  w e  d e p e n d  g r e a t l y  on q u a l i f i e d  o p t o m e­
tr i s t s  for e v a l u a t i o n  a n d  t r e a t m e n t  of s u p e r f i c i a l  a n d  a n t e r i o f  
c h a m b e r  eye d i s e a s e .  T h i s  w o u l d  i n c l u d e  a d m i n i s t r a t i n g  t o p i c a l  
s t e r o i d s ,  a n t i b i o t i c s  a n d  a n t i g l a u c o m a  a g e n t s  to t h e  h u m a n  eye. 
O b v i o u s l y ,  t h i s  w o u l d  be i n h e r e n t  o n  t h e  l i c e n s e e  h a v i n g  b e e n  
e n d o r a s e d  u n d e r  A S  0 8 . 7 2 . 1 7 5 .

T h e  a b i l i t y  of a p p r o p r i a t e l y  t r a i n e d  o p t o m e t r i s t s  to  d i a g n o s e  a n d  
t r e a t  a n t e r i o r  c h a m b e r  a n d  s u p e r f i c i a l  e y e  d i s e a s e  w o u l d  p r o v e  
b e n e f i c i a l  n o t  o n l y  for r u r a l  p h y s i c i a n s  b u t  a l s o  w o u l d  s e r v e  in 
t h e  p a t i e n t s '  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  c o n c e r n i n g  l o n g  t e r m  c o s t  c o n t a i n­
ment.  In m y  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  o p t o m e t r i s t s  in t h e  g e o g r a p h i c a l  a r e a  
in w h i c h  I p r a c t i c e  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  r e f e r  o p h t h a m o l o g i c  p a t i e n t s  
to b o a r d  c e r t i f i e d  o p h t h a m o l o g i s t s  w h e n  i n d i c a t e d .

I a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  s u p p o r t .

S i n c e r e l y ,

P a u l  D. Ray m o n d ,  M. D.

P D R :nmc
cc: B o y d  W a l k e r



^  " v  F a i r b a n k s

Q u a l i t y  C a re  S in c e  1 9 3 -

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e q i s  1 a t u r e  
P O  B o x  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 3 1 i 

D e a r  S i r s :

I  a m w r i t i n g  t h i s  l e t t e r  i n  s u o o o r t  o f  S e n a t e  D i l l  1 5 ?  c o n c e r n i n g  o o t o m e v y  
p r e s c r i b i n g  p r i v i l e g e s .

I  w a s  o n  a c t i v e  d u t y  a s  a  m e d i c a i  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  A i r  f o r c e  f ^ o m  
1 9 8 1 - 1 9 8 8 .  D u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  f i v e  y e a r ;  o f  t h a t  t i m e  I  w a s  a s s i q n e d  t o  t h e  U 5 A F  
c l i n i c  a t  E i e l s o n  A i r  F o r c e  B a s e .  P a r t  o f  my  d u t i e s  t h e r e  w a s  t o  s e r v e  a s  d i r e c t  
s u p e r v i s o r  f o r  t h e  o p  t o m e t r i s t s . D u r i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d  o f  s u p e r v i s i o n ,  t h e  A i r  
F o r c e  c h a n g e d  i t s  p r e s c r i b i n g  r u l e s  a n d  p e g a - >  t o  a l l o w  o p t o m e t r i s t s  
a p p r o p r i a t e  t r a i n i n g  t o  p r e s c r i b e  c e r t a i n  c l a s s e s  o f  m e d i c a t i o n .  I n  o r d e r  t o  
o b t a i n  t h e s e  p r e s c r i b i n g  p r i v i l e g e s ,  t h e  o p t o m e t r i s t  h a d  t o  s h e w  d o c u m e n t e d  p n u * -  
o f  o c u l a r  t h e r a p e u t i c s  t r a i n i n g  c u r i n g  h i s  o r m i n a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s c h o o l i n g  o r  
e v i d e n c e  o f  a d e q u a t e  e d u c a t i o n  i n  o c u l a r  t h e r a p e u t i c  s i n c e  g r a d u a t i o n  " - o m  
o p t o m e t r y  s c h o o l .  W i t h  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  o f  t n e  a p p r o p r i a t e  t r a i n i n g ,  t n e s e  
o p t o m e t r i s t s  w e r e  t h e n  p e r m i t t e d  t o  p r e s c r i b e  m e d i c a t i o n s  i n  c l a s s e s  s i m i l a r  t o  
t h o s e  m e n t i o n e d  i n  S e n a t e  B i l l  i p 7 .

i  h a v e  h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  w o r k  w i t h  s e v e r a l  o p t o m e t r i s t s  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  
c r e d e n t i a l e d  u n o e r  t h e s e  r u l e s  a n d  h a v e  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e y  n a v e  b e e n  a o l e  t o  o r o v i o e  
i n c r e a s e d  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e i r  p a t i e n t s .  I  h a v e  n o t  s e e n  a n y  s i g n i f i c a n t  p r o b l e m s  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  o p t o m e t r i s t - p r e s  : r i D i n g  p r a c t i c e s .

I  f e e l  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  b e  a b e n e f i t  t o  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  A l a s k a  t o  p e r m i t  
o p t o m e t r i s t s  t o  p r e s c r i b e  t h o s e  m e d i c a t i o n s  n o t e d  i n  S e n a t e  B i l l  1 5 7 .  I  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  t r a i n e d  o p t o m e t r i s t s  a r e  c a p a b l e  o f  e f f e c t i v e l y  a n d  s a f e l y  
t r e a t i n g  r e l a t i v e l y  m i n o r  e y e  o r o o l e m s  w i t n  m e d i c a t i o n s ,  a s  3 p e : , f < e d  i n  S e n a t e  
3 i l l  1 5 7 ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  a m  i n  M v : y  o f  p a s s a g e  o f  t h i s  b i l l .

S i n c e r e l y ,

£ n  l o w  R .  W a l k e r ,  f l . D .  
F a m i l y  P r a c t i c e

ERW/hlb

1 86 7  A irport W ay • Fairbanks, A laska 9 97 01  
(9 0 7 ) 4 5 2 -1 7 6 1
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A p r i l  1 8 , 1991

A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
Ju n eau
A la s k a  9 9 8 1 1

To th e  L e g i s l a t o r s :

I  am w r i t i n g  t o  you  r e q u e s t i n g  s u p p o r t  f o r  th e  p r o p o s e d  S e n a te  
B i l l  157 a l lo w in g  o p t o m e t r i s t s  i n  th e  S t a t e  o f  A la s k a  t o  p r a c t i c e  a t  a  
l e v e l  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  w h ich  w ou ld  i n c lu d e  l im i t e d  u s e  
o f  t h e r a p e u t i c  d r u g s ,  i . e .  a n t i - i n f e c t i v e s  and a n t i - i n f l a m m a t o r y  
d r u g s .  I  w o rked  f o r  many y e a r s  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  w h ich  u t i l i z a d  
o p t o m e t r i s t s  and  a l lo w e d  them  t o  u s e  th e  d ru g s  a s  b o th  d i a g n o s t i c  and 
t h e r a p e u t i c  a g e n t s .  I  fo u n d  t h a t  th e  o p t o m e t r i s t s  I  w o rk e d  w ith  w e re  
v e r y  c o n f id e n t  and  ju d i c i o u s  in  th e  u s e  o f  th e s e  t h e r a p e u t i c  a g e n t s .

T h e re  a r e  o n ly  f o u r  o p h t h a lm o lo g i s t s  i n  F a i r b a n k s  and none i n  th e  
re m a in d e r  o f  th e  I n t e r i o r ;  h o w e v e r , t h e r e  a r e  many o p t o m e t r i s t s .  
A l lo w in g  o p t o m e t r i s t s  t o  t r e a t  d i s e a s e s  o f  th e  e y e  w i t h in  t h e i r  
sp e c t ru m  o f  e x p e r t i s e  w ou ld  a l l o w  many m ore A la s k a n s  t o  be a d e q u a t e ly  
ta k e n  c a r e  o f .  O p t o m e t r i s t s  a r e  t r a i n e d  f o r  f o u r  y e a r s  a f t e r  
c o m p le t in g  a B a c h e lo r  o f  A r t s  d e g r e e ,  and in  m os t c a s e s  t h i s  t r a i n i n g  
in c lu d e s  1 5 0  h o u r s  o f  P h a rm a c o lo g y . C u r r e n t ly  a l l  f i f t y  s t a t e s  a l l o w  
o p t o m e t r i s t s  t o  u se  d ru g s  i n  a  d i a g n o s t i c  a r e a ,  and 25 o f  th e  s t a t e s  
a l s o  a l l o w  them  t o  u s e  d ru g s  t h e r a p e u t i c a l l y .

A la s k a ,  w i th  i t s  v a s t  la n d  a r e a  and re m o te n e s s  o f  v i l l a g e s  and 
c i t i e s ,  w ou ld  c e r t a i n l y  b e n e f i t  b y  a l l o w i n g  o p t o m e t r i s t s  t o  u se  t h e i r  
c l i n i c a l  e x p e r t i s e  w ith , t h e  use o f  d i a g n o s t i c  and t h e r a p e u t i c  d r u g s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

M & rv in  E . B e rg e s o n , M .D^ 
P e d i a t r i c s

MEB: s r

1001 Nobla Street • Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 
(907) 452-1611 • FAX (907) 456-8770



M  W a r c e l i  J a c L o n , W 3 .
A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

F e b r u a r y  7 ,  1 9 9 2

D o n a l d  L e h m a n n ,  M.D.
A l a s k a  S t a t e  M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  
L e g i s l a t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  C h a i r  
700 K a t l i a n  Street, S u i t e  E 
Si t k a ,  A K  99835

D e a r  Dr. L e h m a n n :

A s  a f a m i l y  p r a c t i c e  p h y s i c i a n ,  I h a v e  b e c o m e  
f a m i l i a r  w i t h  the s c o p e  of t r a i n i n g  and c a p a b i l i t y  
o f  A l a s k a  l i c e n s e d  o p t o m e t r i s t s .

I s u p p o r t  the u p d a t i n g  of t h e  A l a s k a  o p t o m e t r y  law 
to  a l l o w  q u a l i f i e d  o p t o m e t r i s t s  to u s e  t h e r a p e u t i c  
p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s  l i m i t e d  to eye t r e a t m e n t .

N a t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  A m e r i c a n  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  A s s o c i a t i o n  
h a s  p a s s e d  a r e s o l u t i o n  s u p p o r t i n g  t h i s  l e g i s­
lat i o n ,  a n d  29 s t a t e s  c u r r e n t l y  a l l o w  o p t o m e t r i s t s  
t o  u s e  t h e r a p e u t i c  d r u g s  for the b e n e f i t  of t h e i r  
p a t i e n t s .

I w o u l d  r e q u e s t  that the A l a s k a  S t a t e  M e d i c a l  
A s s o c i a t i o n  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  s u p p o r t  this 
l e g i s l a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

M. M a r c e l l  Jackson, M.D.

2 2 1 1  E A S T  N O R T H E R N  U G H T S  B O U LE V A R D  S U IT E  2 0 7  A N C H O R A G E . A L A SK A  9 9 5 0 8 - 4 1 8 4 .
T e l e p h o n e  2 7 9 - 2 5 3 1
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M E D IC A L  

M A R K  

FAMILY C A D E ,  In c .
"Prompt. Thorough. Concerned*

F. LElAND JONES. M.D. 
KENNETH S. LAUFER. M.D.
R. MATISON WHITE JR.. M.D 
RICHARD R. TAYLOR JR.. M.D.

CHARLES AARONS. M.D. 
MARK NEWMAN. M.D.
ILONA JEAN HODSON, M.D 
ROBERT K, THORNQUIST, M.D.

Diplomole» American Board of family Pracllce
2211 EAST NORTHERN LIGHTS BLVD.. ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99508 • (907) 279-8486 • FAX (907) 278-7255

F e b r u a r y  12, 1992

D o n a l d  L e h m a n n ,  M.D.
A l a s k a  S t a t e  M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  
L e g i s l a t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  C h a i r  
7 0 0  K a t l i a n  S t r e e t ,  S u i t e  E 
S i t k a ,  A K  9 9 8 3 5

D e a r  Dr. L e h m a n n :
«*

A s  a f a m i l y  p r a c t i t i o n e r ,  I h a v e  b e c o m e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  
c a p a b i l i t y  of A l a s k a  l i c e n s e d  o p t o m e t r i s t s .

I s u p p o r t  t h e  u p d a t i n g  of .the A l a s k a  o p t o m e t r y  l a w  to  a l l o w  
q u a l i f i e d  o p t o m e t r i s t s  t o  u s e  t h e r a p e u t i c  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s  
l i m i t e d  t o  e y e  t r e a t m e n t .  T h e  e x p a n s i o n  of  c l i n i c a l  p r i v i l e g e s  
o f  o p t o m e t r i s t s  h a s  b e e n  s h o w n  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y ,  
a c c e s s i b i l i t y ,  a n d  c o s t  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of e y e  c a r e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .

I n  1 9 9 0  t h e  A m e r i c a n  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  A s s o c i a t i o n  p a s s e d  a 
r e s o l u t i o n  s u p p o r t i n g  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  a n d  30 s t a t e s  c u r r e n t l y  
a l l o w  o p t o m e t r i s t s  to  u s e  t h e r a p e u t i c  d r u g s  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of  
t h e i r  p a t i e n t s .

I w o u l d  r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  L e g i s­
l a t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

R i c h a r d  R. T a y l o r ,  M.D.



A p r i l  4 . 1 9 9 1

T o  the L e g i s l a t u r e .

T h i s  is a l e t t e r  o f  s u p p o r t  for the b i l l  in L e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  
w i l l  p e r m i t  O p t o m e t r  istr t.o p r e s c r i b e  a n d  d i s p e n s e  m e d i c a t i o n .

T h e  c l i n i c  w h e r e  I w o r k  is l o c a t e d  in M e t l a k a t l a  a n d  t h e  n e a r e s t  
O p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  is in J u n e a u .  P a t i e n t s  that h a v e  an  a c u t e  
e y e  p r o b l e m  a n d  n e e d  to b e  e v a l u a t e d  by a n  "eye s p e c i a l i s t "  are 
r e f e r r e d  t o  the O p t o m e t r i s t ,  Dr. E. C h r i s t i a n s e n ,  in K e t c h i k a n  
f o r  e v a l u a t i o n  a n d  a t r e a t m e n t  plan. A f t e r  Dr. C h r i s t i a n s e n  
e v a l u a t e s  the p a t i e n t ,  he c a l l s  the r e f e r r i n g  p h y s i c i a n  to tell 
t h e m  his f i n d i n g s  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .  O n  o c c a s i o n ,  Dr.
C h r i s t i a n s e n  h a s  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  the p a t i e n t  b e  s e e n  b y  an 
O p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  for c a r e  w e  s e n d  the p a t i e n t  to J u n e a u .  But, not 
al l  p a t i e n t s  h a v e  n e e d e d  to be r e f e r r e d  to the O p h t h a l m o l o g i s t .  
It h a s  s a v e d  t h e  c l i n i c  u n n e c e s s a r y  t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  f o r  t h o s e  
p a t i e n t s  Dr. C h r i s t i a n s e n  c a n  treat.

For t h e  a b o v e  r e a s o n s ,  I s u p p o r t  the b i l l  w h i c h  w i l l  p e r m i t  the 
O p t o m e t r i s t  to p r e s c r i b e  and d i s p e n s e  m e d i c a t i o n s .

T h a n k  you.

o
o

B a r b a r a  Fine, RN 
P. 0. B o x  652 
M e t l a k a t l a ,  A l a s k a  9 9 9 2 6

i



A p r i l  3 ,  1 9 9 1

A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n eau, AK

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s ,

We are w r i t i n g  this l e t t e r  to i n f o r m  y o u  th a t  we 
s u p p o r t  the b i l l  in l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  a l l o w  O p t o m e t r i s t s  
to p r e s c r i b e  m e d i c a t i o n s  for the t r e a t m e n t  of eye d i s e a s e .

I w a s  p r e v i o u s l y  a p a t i e n t  of Ed C r a i g ,  O.D. w h o  
p r a c t i c e d  in o u r  c o m m u n i t y  for m a n y  years. In fact it was 
he w h o  f i r s t  d e t e c t e d  my  g l a u c o m a  in 1985 a n d  r e f e r r e d  me to 
an o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  in S e a t t l e  for t r e a t m e n t .  M y  h e a l t h  is 
n ot as g o o d  as it o n c e  w a s  a n d  I f i n d  it i m p o s s i b l e  to 
t r a v e l  to S e a t t l e  for m y  f o l l o w - u p  v i s its. Dr. Er i c  
C h r i s t i a n s e n  has t a k e n  o v e r  Dr. C r a i g ' s  p r a c t i c e  and has 
b e e n  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  s t a t u s  of m y  t h e  g l a u c o m a  for a year. I 
feel c o m f o r t a b l e  w i t h  his ca r e  a n d  f o l l o w - u p .  I h a d  a b a d  
e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  the o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s  th a t  t r a v e l  to o u r  c i t y  
p e r i o d i c a l l y  and do n o t  w i s h  to see t h e m  f o r  care. It 
f r u s t r a t e s  m y  h u s b a n d  a n d  I w h e n  w e  c a n n o t  g e t  a 
p r e s c r i p t i o n  for eye d r o p s  r e n e w e d  or c h a n g e d  d u r i n g  a 
f o l l o w - u p  v i s i t  at Dr. C h r i s t i a n s e n ' s  o f f i c e .  T h e  d o c t o r  
m u s t  c a l l  the o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  in S e a t t l e  a n d  h a v e  h i m  call 
my  p r e s c r i p t i o n  to a p h a r m a c y  in K e t c h i k a n .  Dr.
C h r i s t i a n s e n  has t o l d  us t h e  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  in S e a t t l e  is 
u n c o m f o r t a b l e  w i t h  th i s  a r r a n g e m e n t  due to m y  i n a b l i l i t y  to 
travel to S e a t t l e  for f o l l o w - u p .  O p t o m e t r i s t ' s  are 
a v a i l a b l e  a n y  t i m e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  l i v e  here. If t h e i r  
e d u c a t i o n  t r a i n s  t h e m  to u n d e r s t a n d  the p r e s c r i p t i o n  of 
m e d i c a t i o n s  for t r e a t m e n t  o f  eye d i s e a s e  t h e n  t h e y  s h o u l d  be 
a l l o w e d  to p r e s c r i b e  it. It w o u l d  sa v e  A l a s k a n ' s  w i t h  eye 
p r o b l e m s  time, mo n e y ,  a n d  f r u s t r a t i o n .  It w o u l d  also 
i m p r o v e  o u r  a b i l i t y  to o b t a i n  t r e a t m e n t  i m m e a d i a t e l y  if we 
n e e d  it. P l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  p a s s i n g  this i m p o r t a n t  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h a n k  you.

R e g a r d s ,

R u t h  T e r w i l l i g e r

R u t h  A. a n d  W e s l e y  B. T e r w i l l i g e r  
M a r i n e  V i e w ,  Apt. 509 
K e t c h i k a n ,  A K  9 9 9 0 1
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M y  n a m e  is J e f f r e y  A. G o n n a s o n ,  O . D . ,  a d o c t o r  o f  o p t o m e t r y .  I 
am  a l i f e - l o n g  A l a s k a n ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  O p t o m e t r i c  A s s o­
cia t i o n ,  a n d  p a s t  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  B o a r d  of E x a m i n­
ers i n  O p t o m e t r y .  I h a v e  b e e n  in p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e  i n  A l a s k a  f o r  
o v e r  15 y e a r s .  O n  b e h a l f  of t h e  A l a s k a  O p t o m e t r i c  A s s o c i a t i o n  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  o v e r  60 o f  A l a s k a ' s  D o c t o r s  of  O p t o m e t r y ,  I 
w i s h  t o  t h a n k  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  f o r  h e a r i n g  t h i s  i s s u e  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  
i n t e r e s t .  D o c u m e n t s  o f  s u p p o r t  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  A l a s k a  a n d  
a c r o s s  t h e  n a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  t h e  16 y e a r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  b y  o t h e r  
s t a t e s  t h a t  a l l o w  o p t o m e t r i s t s  t h e  u s e  of  t h e r a p e u t i c  m e d i c a­
t i o n s  .

T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  is t o  u p d a t e  t h e  A l a s k a  o p t o m e t r y  
s t a t u t e s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  u s e  o f  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s .  C u r­
rentl y ,  o n l y  d i a g n o s t i c  d r u g s  a r e  u s e d  f o r  e x a m i n i n g  t h e  eye. 
P a s s a g e  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  a l l o w  q u a l i f i e d  A l a s k a  o p ­
t o m e t r i s t s  t o  t r e a t  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  t h e y  c u r r e n t l y  d i a g n o s e  in  a 
m a n n e r  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  t r a i n i n g .  A l a s k a  
s t a t u t e s  c u r r e n t l y  r e q u i r e  o p t o m e t r i s t s  t o  " k e e p  i n f o r m e d  of a n d  
u s e  c u r r e n t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  t h e o r i e s  a n d  p r a c t i c e s "  (AS 0 8 . 7 2 . 2 4 0 ) .  
In t h e  30 s t a t e s  w h e r e  o p t o m e t r i s t s  r o u t i n e l y  u s e  d r u g s  t o  t r e a t  
eye d i s e a s e ,  p r o b l e m s  h a v e  v i r t u a l l y  b e e n  n o n - e x i s t e n t  o v e r  a 16 
y e a r  t r a c k  r e c o r d .  A l a s k a ' s  O . D . ' s  do  n o t  h a v e  t h i s  e a r n e d  a n d  
j u s t i f i e d  p r i v i l e g e .

O p t o m e t r y  as a p r o f e s s i o n  h a s  g r o w n  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  m o r e  s o p h i s t i­
c a t e d  a n d  c a p a b l e .  M o s t  d o c t o r s  o f  o p t o m e t r y  c o m p l e t e  8 t o  9 
y e a r s  of  c o l l e g e :  4 y e a r s  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  a n d  4 y e a r s  o f  g r a d u a t e
t r a i n i n g  in o p t o m e t r y  s c h o o l ,  as w e l l  as a r e s i d e n c y  p r o g r a m .  
A d m i s s i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a n d  t e s t s  a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  f o r  m e d i c a l  
a n d  d e n t a l  s c h o o l s .  T h e  b i o m e d i c a l  s c i e n c e s  p r e s e n t e d  in  o t h e r  
h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  a r e  t a u g h t  in o p t o m e t r y  s c h o o l  w i t h  
t h e  s a m e  q u a l i t y  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n .  C o u r s e  w o r k  i n  d i a g n o s i s  a n d  
t r e a t m e n t  of e y e  d i s e a s e  a n d  o c u l a r  p h a r m a c o l o g y  is  m u c h  m o r e  
e x t e n s i v e  t h a n  t h a t  p r e s e n t e d  i n  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l .  C l i n i c a l  t r a i n­
ing o c c u r s  i n  v a r i o u s  c l i n i c s ,  H M O ' s ,  P u b l i c  H e a l t h ,  I n d i a n  
H e a l t h ,  a n d  V A  H o s p i t a l s .  O p t o m e t r y  s c h o o l s  a r e  a c c r e d i t e d  by  
t h e  s a m e  n a t i o n a l  a g e n c i e s  t h a t  a c c r e d i t  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l s .

A l a s k a  s t a t e  e d u c a t i o n  f u n d s  w o u l d  b e  b e t t e r  s p e n t  if t h e s e  
d o c t o r s  c o u l d  p r a c t i c e  t h e i r  h e a l i n g  a r t s  i n  t h e i r  o w n  n a t i v e  
state. I t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  g e t  n e w  g r a d u a t e s  t o  c o m e  t o  A l a s k a  
b e c a u s e  t h e y  c a n n o t  c u r r e n t l y  u t i l i z e  t h e  f u l l  e x t e n t  o f  t h e i r  
t r a i n i n g .
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O p t o m e t r i s t s  p o s s e s s  a n  e d u c a t i o n  s i m i l a r  t o  d e n t i s t s ,  p o d i a­
tri s t s ,  a n d  m e d i c a l  d o c t o r s .  N o n e  of  t h e s e  o t h e r  p r a c t i t i o n e r s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  g e n e r a l  m e d i c i n e ,  h a v e  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  t r a i n i n g  a n d  
e d u c a t i o n  s p e c i f i c  to  e y e  d i s e a s e  a n d  o c u l a r  p h a r m a c o l o g y .  Y e t  
of  t h e s e  p r a c t i t i o n e r s ,  o n l y  o p t o m e t r y  is l i m i t e d  in  i t s  u s e  of 
p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s .  W e  h a v e  f a r  m o r e  e x t e n s i v e  e d u c a t i o n ,  as 
w e l l  as t r a i n i n g  in t h e  u s e  of h i g h l y  s p e c i a l i z e d  e y e  i n s t r u m e n­
tat i o n ,  t h a n  t h e  g e n e r a l  m e d i c a l  d o c t o r s ,  n u r s e s ,  a n d  h e a l t h  
a i d e s  t h a t  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  a l l o w e d  t o  t r e a t  e y e  d i s e a s e  i n  A l a s k a .

L a s t  y e a r  t h e  A m e r i c a n  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  w h i c h  r e p r e­
se n t s  o v e r  5 2 , 0 0 0  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  p a s s e d  a r e s o l u t i o n  
e n t i t l e d  " A c c e s s  t o  T r e a t m e n t  f o r  E y e  C a r e " . T h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  
r e c o m m e n d s  t h a t  l e g i s l a t o r s  u p d a t e  t h e i r  s t a t e  o p t o m e t r y  p r a c t i c e  
a c t s  t o  a l l o w  o p t o m e t r i s t s  t o  u s e  t h e r a p e u t i c  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l s .

T h i s  b i l l  w i l l  n o t  a l l o w  " g r a n d f a t h e r i n g "  o f  p r e s e n t  
p r a c t i t i o n e r s .  C u r r e n t  s t a t u t e s  a l r e a d y  r e q u i r e  e a c h  A l a s k a  
o p t o m e t r i s t  t o  p a s s  a d d i t i o n a l  e x a m i n a t i o n s  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e  
S t a t e  B o a r d  t o  r e c e i v e  a l i c e n s e  e n d o r s e m e n t  f o r  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  
a g e n t s .  C u r r e n t  r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  a l i c e n s e  a l r e a d y  r e q u i r e  p a s s ­
ing  " T R E A T M E N T  A N D  M A N A G E M E N T  O F  O C U L A R  D I S E A S E " ,  a n a t i o n a l l y  
r e c o g n i z e d  a n d  s t a n d a r d i z e d  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f f e r e d  b y  t h e  I n t e r n a­
t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  of B o a r d s  of E x a m i n e r s  in  O p t o m e t r y  ( I A B ) , of 
w h i c h  A l a s k a  is a m e m b e r .  I c a n  a s s u r e  y o u  t h a t  t h e  B o a r d  w o u l d  
e x e r c i s e  t h e  u t m o s t  c a u t i o n  in s t r i n g e n t  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  p h a r m a­
c e u t i c a l  e n d o r s e m e n t .

T h e  m a l p r a c t i c e  i n s u r a n c e  r a t e  p a i d  b y  o p t o m e t r i s t s  a r e  t h e  s a m e  
in s t a t e s  t h a t  d o  a l l o w  as t h o s e  t h a t  d o  n o t  y e t  a l l o w  t r e a t m e n t  
of  e y e  d i s e a s e .  T h i s  is a n  u n b i a s e d  r e f l e c t i o n  of q u a l i t y ,  c o s t -  
e f f e c t i v e  care. M a l p r a c t i c e  r a t e s  h a v e  a c t u a l l y  b e e n  r e d u c e d  
r e c e n t l y .  M y  r a t e  w e n t  f r o m  $3 5 6  l a s t  y e a r  d o w n  t o  $ 2 5 0  t h i s  
year. T h i s  is p o s i t i v e  p r o o f  of t h e  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  o f  o p t o m e t r y ,  
w i t h  16 y e a r s  of t h e r a p e u t i c  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  o n e  of  t h e  l o w e s t  
l i t i g a t i o n  r a t e s  of t h e  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n s .  T h e  c o u r t s  h o l d  
o p t o m e t r i s t s  t o  t h e  s a m e  s t a n d a r d s  of  c a r e  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  m e d i c a l  
d o c t o r s  a n d  d e n t i s t s .

O p t o m e t r i s t s  a r e  c l a s s i f i e d  as p h y s i c i a n s  u n d e r  f e d e r a l  M e d i c a r e  
Law, w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  a l l  s e r v i c e s  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  s t a t e  law. 
M e d i c a r e  p a t i e n t s  a r e  d e n i e d  a c c e s s  t o  t h e r a p e u t i c  e y e  c a r e  f r o m  
o p t o m e t r i s t s  in A l a s k a .  U.S. P u b l i c  H e a l t h ,  I n d i a n  H e a l t h ,  a n d  
m i l i t a r y  o p t o m e t r i s t s  in A l a s k a  h a v e  u s e d  m e d i c a t i o n s  f o r  m a n y  
years. If t h e y  e n t e r  p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e  a s  m a n y  h a v e  done, t h e y  
a r e  t h e n  r e s t r i c t e d  b y  o u t d a t e d  A l a s k a  s t a t u t e s .
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T h e  o n l y  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  is t o  p r o v i d e  m u c h  b e t t e r  
a c c e s s  t o  q u a l i t y ,  a f f o r d a b l e ,  a n d  c o s t - e f f e c t i v e  e y e  c a r e  for 
A l a s k a n s .  T h i s  is e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  i n  o u r  s m a l l e r  t o w n s  a n d  
v i l l a g e s .  I n  A l a s k a ,  o p t o m e t r i s t s  o u t n u m b e r  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s  3 
t o  1 a n d  a r e  w i d e l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  st a t e ,  w h i l e  t h e  
o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s  a r e  o n l y  in t h e  J u n e a u ,  F a i r b a n k s ,  a n d  A n c h o r a g e  
a r e a s  ( i n c l u d i n g  S o l d o t n a ) . T i m e  a n d  e x p e n s e  w o u l d  b e  s a v e d  by  
t h e  p u b l i c  a n d  t h e  s t a t e  h e a l t h  p a y e r s  b y  r e d u c i n g  u n n e c e s s a r y  
t r a v e l ,  l o s t  w o r k  time, n o t  h a v i n g  t o  p a y  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  d o c t o r ,  
or  n o t  h a v i n g  t o  p a y  t h e  h i g h e r  f e e s  of a s u r g i c a l  e y e  s p e c i a l i s t  
f o r  a c o m m o n  p r i m a r y  c a r e  c o n d i t i o n .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  J o u r n a l  of 
t h e  A m e r i c a n  M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  A p r i l  1985, '’T h e  c o s t  o f  p r i m­
ar y  c a r e  i n c r e a s e s  w h e n  it is p r o v i d e d  b y  s p e c i a l i s t s ,  w i t h o u t  
n e c e s s a r i l y  i m p r o v i n g  its q u a l i t y . . . " .  T h e s e  c o s t  s a v i n g s  h a v e  
b e e n  w e l l  d o c u m e n t e d .  I n c r e a s e d  c o m p e t i t i o n  a n d  f r e e d o m  of 
c h o i c e  a m o n g  p r o v i d e r s  is a l s o  a c o s t  c o n t a i n m e n t  r e a l i t y .

T h e  o p t o m e t r i s t  is o f t e n  t h e  f i r s t  c o n t a c t  f o r  a p a t i e n t  
s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  a n  e y e  d i s o r d e r .  I n  m o s t  cas e s ,  n e e d e d  t r e a t m e n t  
c a n  b e g i n  i m m e d i a t e l y ,  a n  i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t  in t h e  t r e a t m e n t  of 
m a n y  e y e  d i s e a s e s .  E a r l y  d i a g n o s i s  a n d  t r e a t m e n t  a l l o w s  the 
o p t o m e t r i s t  t o  e l i m i n a t e  p a t i e n t  s u f f e r i n g ,  a n d  c a n  p r e v e n t  
s e r i o u s  c o m p l i c a t i o n s .

O p t o m e t r i s t s  a r e  r e a s o n a b l e ,  e d u c a t e d ,  c a r i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  w i t h  
a c l e a n  t r a c k  r e c o r d  n a t i o n a l l y .  W e  a r e  s t a t e  l i c e n s e d  w i t h  
s t r i c t  s t a n d a r d s .  W e  a r e  r e g u l a t e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  Board, b y  l e g a l  
l i a b i l i t y  c o n c e r n s ,  b y  c o m m u n i t y  o p i n i o n ,  a n d  b y  m e d i c i n e  a n d  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  l o o k i n g  c a r e f u l l y  o v e r  o u r  s h o u l d e r s .  U n l i k e  our 
o t h e r  m e d i c a l  a n d  n o n - m e d i c a l  c o l l e a g u e s  w i t h  u n r e s t r i c t e d  l i­
c e n s e  f o r  n e w  e d u c a t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s ,  w e  p r a c t i c e  u n d e r  a 
l i m i t e d  l i c e n s e  a n d  m u s t  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  s t a t u t e  
c h a n g e s  as o p t o m e t r i c  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  e y e  c a r e  t e c h n o l o g y  a d v a n c e s .  
T h e  S t a t e  B o a r d  of O p t o m e t r y  s h o u l d  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  
s c o p e  o f  p r a c t i c e  b y  r e g u l a t i o n ,  as is d o n e  b y  o t h e r  h e a l t h  
p r o f e s s i o n s  in A l a s k a  t o  k e e p  c u r r e n t  w i t h  h e a l t h  c a r e  a d v a n c e s .

W e  a r e  f o r t u n a t e  to  h a v e  a l e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  w i l l  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  
h e a l t h  c a r e  n e e d s  of  a l l  A l a s k a n s .  B y  l e n d i n g  y o u r  a p p r o v a l  to 
e x p a n s i o n  o f  p r i m a r y  e y e  c a r e  s e r v i c e s  b y  o p t o m e t r i s t s ,  y o u  w i l l  
b e  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  b a s i c  g o a l  of i m p r o v e d  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  f o r  all 
A l a s k a n s .  O u r  s u p p o r t  is f r o m  a b r o a d  b a s e :  S t a t e  h e a l t h  a d m i n­
is t r a t o r s ,  e d u c a t o r s ,  N a t i v e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  r e g i o n­
al h e a l t h  g r o u p s ,  i n s u r a n c e  p r o v i d e r s ,  m e d i c a l  d o c t o r s ,  d e n t i s t s ,  
nu r s e s ,  p h a r m a c i s t s ,  a n d  m o s t l y  b y  o u r  p a t i e n t s  a l l  o v e r  t h e  
s t a t e  w h o  c h o o s e  to t r u s t  us  w i t h  t h e i r  e y e  care.



P / f a
G o o d  ^ f -to rrreon, I a m  Dr. G o r d o n  Preecs, a p h y s i c i a n  

a n d  e y e  s u r g e o n  in p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e  f r o m  J u n e a u .  M y  m e d i c a l  

d e g r e e  c a m e  f r o m  G e o r g e t o w n  U n i v e r s i t y  and m y  p o s t g r a d u a t e  

t r a i n i n g  i n  o p h t h a l m o l o g y  w a s  o b t a i n e d  in t h e  m i l i t a r y  a t  

W a l t e r  R e e d .  I h a v e  b e e n  i n  A l a s k a  s i n c e  l e a v i n g  t h e  

m i l i t a r y  a n d  w i t h  m y  p a r t n e r ,  R o b  B r e f f e i l h ,  c o v e r  m o s t  of 

t h e  l a r g e r  c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  S o u t h e a s t  o n  a r e g u l a r  basis.

I a m  h e r e  t o  p r e s e n t  m y  o p p o s i t i o n  to  S o n a t e - B i l l - 1-5-7,

a d d r e s s i n g  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  c a r e .  It is o f t e n  a d v a n c e d  t h a t  

t h e  g r e a t e r  n u m b e r  a n d  w i d e r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  o p t o m e t r i s t s  

m a k e s  t h e m  m o r e  a v a i l a b l e  as p r i m a r y  e y e  c a r e  g i v e r s ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  in t h e  r u r a l  e n v i r o n m e n t .  If y o u  e x a m i n e  t h e  

m e d i c a l  m a r k e t p l a c e ,  y o u  w i l l  s e e  t h a t  is c h a n g i n g .

P h y s i c i a n  m a n p o w e r  h a s  b e e n  i n c r e a s i n g  at a r a t e  t h a t  

e n c o u r a g e s  a w i d e r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  p r o f e s s i o n a l s .  C r o w d e d  

u r b a n  c e n t e r s  w i l l  n o t  s u p p o r t  n e w  a n d  f i n a n c i a l l y  

v u l n e r a b l e  p r a c t i t i o n e r s .  M y  p a r t n e r  a n d  I t o o k  o v e r  t h e  

p r a c t i c e  o f  S o u t h e a s t s  o n l y  e y e  s u r g e o n  w h o  h a d  b e e n  in s o l o  

p r a c t i c e  f o r  20 y e a r s .  F r o m  t h e  o u t s e t  w e  b e g a n  a p r o g r a m  

of s c h e d u l e d  c l i n i c s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  r e g i o n .  W e  t r a v e l  a l m o s t  

20 w e e k s  a y e a r  b e t w e e n  us. W e  a r e  in K e t c h i k a n  e v e r y  m o n t h  

f or a w e e k ,  S i t k a  n e a r l y  e v e r y  o t h e r  m o n t h  a n d  in H a i n e s ,  

S k a g w a y ,  W r a n g e l l ,  P e t e r s b u r g ,  a n d  M e t l a k a t l a  r o u t i n e l y .  On  

o u r  p art, t h i s  w a s  a m a t t e r  o f  f i n d i n g  a n d  s e r v i n g  a m a r k e t  

t h a t  w a s  p r e v i o u s l y  u n d e r s e r v e d .  T h o s e  a r e  r e a l  m a r k e t  

f o r c e s  a n d  w i l l  s e r v e  y o u r  c o n s t i t u e n t s  b e t t e r  t h a n  c h a n g i n g

t h e  t h e r a p e u t i c  d r u g  l a w  f o r  o p t o m e t r i s t s .  I w i l l  b e g i n  b y



t h e  p r a c t i c e  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  of  m e d i c a l  c a r e  in 

t h e s e  c o m m u n i t i e s .

T h e  r o u g h  r u l e s  o f  t h u m b  f o r  m e d i c a l  m a n p o w e r  in t h i s  

a r e a  is t h a t  1 o p t o m e t r i s t  s e r v e s  1 0 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  a n d  an  

o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  s e r v e s  2 0 , 0 0 0 .  T h i s  is d i s t o r t e d  in A l a s k a  

b y  o u r  r e l a t i v e l y  y o u n g e r  p o p u l a t i o n  b u t  w e  s t i l l  s i t  in 

f a i r  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h a t  g u i d e .  K e t c h i k a n ' s  1 5 , 0 0 0  p l u s  

s u r r o u n d i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  h a v e  2 o p t o m e t r i s t s ,  S i t k a s  9 , 0 0 0  

h a v e  1, and t h e  t o t a l  r e g i o n  h a s  t h e  t w o  e y e  s u r g e o n s  

r a n g i n g  a b o u t  o n  a r o u t i n e  bas i s .  P a t i e n t s  w h o  n e e d  t o  b e  

s e e n  c a n  g e t  a p p r o p r i a t e  m e d i c a l  c a r e  in a r e a s o n a b l e  t i m e  

today.

A n o t h e r  i s s u e  o f t e n  p r e s e n t e d  is t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of  

cost. It is w i d e l y  a s s u m e d  t h a t  o p t o m e t r i s t s  c h a r g e  l e s s  

f or t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  t h a n  p h y s i c i a n s .  A s  a p r i v a t e  

p r a c t i t i o n e r  s u b j e c t  t o  a n t i - t r u s t  r e g u l a t i o n ,  I c a n n o t  g i v e

y o u  a c c u r a t e  s u r v e y  d a t a  o f  m y  p e e r s  a n d  t h e r e  c h a r g e s .  W e

do  n o t  c o m p a r e  a n d  c o - o r d i n a t e  o u r  c h a r g e s .  H o w e v e r ,  I h a v e  

h e a r d  e n o u g h  c o m p a r i s o n s  a n d  c a s u a l  r e p o r t s  t h r o u g h  p a t i e n t s  

t o  k n o w  t h a t  I a m  i n d e e d  w e l l  w i t h i n  t h e  r a n g e  of f e e s

c h a r g e d  by o p t o m e t r i s t s  in  t h i s  area. I w o u l d  b e  d e l i g h t e d

t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  in a n y  s u r v e y  w h i c h  w o u l d  a c c u r a t e l y  c o n t r a s t  

t h e  s e r v i c e s  a n d  c h a r g e s  m a d e  b y  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  p r o f e s s i o n s  

in this region.

In t e s t i m o n y  l a s t  m e n t h  o n  s i m i l a r  l e g i s l a t i o n  b e f o r e  

t h e  P e n n s y l v a n i a  S t a t e  H o u s e ,  Dr. R o b e r t  R e i n e c k e ,  a f o r m e r



o p t o m e t r i s t ,  n o w  an o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  a n d  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  p a s t  

p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  A m e r i c a n  A c a d e m y  o f  O p h t h a l m o l o g y ,  q u o t e d  

f r o m  a 1989 M e d i c a r e  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  s u r v e y  w h i c h  s h o w e d  t h a t  

in l a r g e  o p t o m e t r i c  f e e s  r o s e  t o  t h e  l i m i t s  a l l o w e d  b y  

M e d i c a r e .  N e i t h e r  p h y s i c i a n  n o r  o p t o m e t r i c  r e i m b u r s e m e n t s  

d e c l i n e d  w i t h i n  t h e  M e d i c a r e  p r o g r a m .  T h e s e  a r e  not 

c o m p e t i t i v e  m a r k e t  f o r c e s  a t  w o r k ,  j u s t  o p p o r t u n i s t i c  o nes.

M y  final p o i n t  h a s  t o  d o  w i t h  p e r h a p s  t h e  m o s t  

i m p o r t a n t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  Do  

o p t o m e t r i s t s  p o s s e s s  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  t r a i n i n g  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  

t o  a l l o w  t h e m  a u t h o r i t y  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  d i s p e n s e  

t h e r a p e u t i c  a g e n t s ?

M u c h  can b e  m a d e  of t h e  e x t e n t  o f  p h a r m a c o l o g y  t r a i n i n g  

d o n e  in t h e  c l a s s r o o m  of o p t o m e t r y  s c h o o l s .  F o r  the m o s t  

p a r t  it is s u b s t a n t i a l l y  l e s s  t h a n  is d o n e  in m e d i c a l  

s c h o o l .  W h a t  is m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  a n d  m o s t  d i f f i c u l t  to 

u n d e r s t a n d  is t h a t  it is j u s t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  

d r u g  a n d  p a t i e n t  i n t e r a c t i o n s .  N o  p h y s i c i a n  r e c e i v e s  

a u t h o r i t y  to w r i t e  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  j u s t  b y  g r a d u a t i n g  f r o m  

s c h o o l .  A t  a m i n i m u m  in e v e r y  s t a t e  a n  i n t e r n s h i p  w h i c h  

i m m e r s e s  the n e w  p r a c t i t i o n e r  in p a t i e n t  c a r e  f o r  a f u l l  

y e a r  is r e q u i r e d  t o  r e c e i v e  a l i c e n c e .  M o s t  of  us go  w e l l  

b e y o n d  t h a t  a n d  s p e n d  2 to  7 m o r e  y e a r s  i n  s p e c i a l t y  

t r a i n i n g ,  l e a r n i n g  a n d  r e l e a r n i n g  t h e  c o m p l e x i t i e s  of t h e  

i n t e r a c t i o n s  of p a t i e n t ,  m e d i c a t i o n  a n d  d i s e a s e .  As Dr.



R e i n e c k e  n o t e d  in h i s  t e s t i m o n y #**it is a h u m b l i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  

w h i c h  c a n n o t  b e  r e p l a c e d  b y  l e g i s l a t i o n .

P e r h a p s  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  f e a t u r e  o f  m e d i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  is 

t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  t u t e l a g e  of s t u d e n t  b y  m e n t o r ,  t h e  o n e - o n -  

on e  s u p e r v i s i o n  a n d  g u i d a n c e  u p  a t r a i l  o f  e x p e r i e n c e .  W e  

p a s s  m a n y  s p o t s  w h i c h  n o t  e v e n  r e m o t e l y  s u r v e y e d  b y  

o p t o m e t r i c  t r a i n i n g :  t h e  i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  u n i t ,  t h e  n u r s e r y ,

t h e  l a b o r  a n d  d e l i v e r y  su i t e ,  t h e  E m e r g e n c y  w a r d .  E v e n  n o w  

I w i l l  f i n d  m y  s e l f  q u o t i n g  t h e  c h e s t n u t s  o f  a d v i c e  t h a t  

s t i l l  r i n g  t r u e  in m y  p r a c t i c e :  D o  it  t h i s  w a y ,  y o u ' l l  s l e e p  

b e t t e r ,  t h e  e n e m y  o f  g o o d  s u r g e r y  is b e t t e r ,  f o o l i s h  

c o n s i s t e n c y ,  t h e  h o b g o b l i n  of s m a l l  m i n d s .  T h e  o p t o m e t r i s t s  

I w o r k  w i t h  in m y  c o m m u n i t y  a r e  g o o d  a n d  d e c e n t  me n .  T h e y  

are n o t  p h y s i c i a n s .  T h e i r  h a n d s  w e r e  n o t  g u i d e d  a n d  

j u d g e m e n t s  r e v i e w e d  b y  a b r o a d  b o d y  of  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  

e x t e n d s  t o  t h e  e n t i r e  patient, n o t  ju s t  t h a t  r e m a r k a b l y  

c o m p l e x  o r g a n  of v i s i o n ,  t h e  eye.

I t r a i n e d  in e y e  s u r g e r y  w i t h  3 o t h e r  m e n  i n  m y  y e a r  

group. O n e  is s t i l l  i n  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e ,  a n o t h e r  is m y  

p a r t n e r  h e r e  in J u n e a u .  T h e  l a s t  man, D r  J a m e s  B e s o n ,  was 

r e c e n t l y  c a l l e d  b a c k  t o  a c t i v e  d u t y  t o  s e r v e  i n  D e s e r t  

Storm. He  is a d e c o r a t e d  M e d e v a c  p i l o t  i n  V i e t  N a m  w h o  l e f t  

the s e r v i c e  t o  c o m p l e t e  o p t o m e t r y  s c h o o l  a n d  j o i n  h i s  f a t h e r  

in h i s  o p t o m e t r y  p r a c t i c e  i n  T u l s a .  A f t e r  2 y e a r s  h e  

r e t u r n e d  t o  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l  a n d  e v e n t u a l l y  c o m p l e t e d  h i s  

r e s i d e n c y  w i t h  m e  a n d  w e n t  o n  t o  t a k e  s u b s p e c i a l t y  t r a i n i n g



in g l a u coma. H e  u s e d  t o  b l u n t l y ^ t e l l  us a l l  t h a t  h e  s a w  

m o r e  eye d i s e a s e  in o n e  d a y  as t h e  e m e r g e n c y  d o c t o r  i n  o u r  

t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m  c l i n i c  t h a n  he  d i d  in o n e  y e a r  of  h i s  

o p t o m e t r y  training. T h i s  w a s  n o t  h y p e r b o l e ,  it  w a s  h i s  

ea r n e s t  belief.

It is s o m e t i m e s  s a i d  t h a t  p h y s i c i a n s  m y s t i f y  d i s e a s e  t o

e n h a n c e  t h e i r  ro l e  as i t s  m a s t e r .  N o t h i n g  c o u l d  b e  f u r t h e r

f r o m  the truth. The c o m p l e x i t i e s  of i l l n e s s  a n d  h e a l t h  

c h a l l e n g e  p h y s i c i a n s  e v e r y  day. W e  s i m p l i f y  a n d  s t r e a m l i n e  

h e a l t h  c a r e  a t  the r i s k  o f  r e l e a r n i n g  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h e

H r > . T i l
rule a t  p a t i e n t  expense. gjsga£e~B±£t=^E§:?=»is s u c h  a step. I

urge y o u  t o  t u r n  aw a y  f r o m  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  s a k e  of

y o u r  c o n s t i t u e n t s  and t h e i r  c o n t i n u e d  g o o d  h e a l t h .

T h a n k  y o u  v e r y  m u c h  f o r  y o u r  time. If y o u  h a v e  a n y  

q u e s t i o n s  I w o u l d  be g l a d  t o  a n s w e r  a n y  t h a t  I can.
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A L A S K A ' S  D O C T O R S  O F  O P T O M E T R Y

Fact s h e e t  for SB 157

HB 336

A: A c c e s s :

A l a s k a n s  in c o m m u n i t i e s  like Si t k a ,  K o d i a k ,  Homer, K e t c h i k a n  and 
o t h e r s  d o  not h a v e  a c c e s s  to eye care. M o s t  A l a s k a n  c o m m u n i t i e s  
h a v e  n o  m e d i c a l  s p e c i a l i s t s ,  a n d  the l o c a l  o p t o m e t r i s t  is the m o s t  
h i g h l y  t r a i n e d ,  s p e c i a l i s e d ,  and i n s t r u m e n t - e q u i p p e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
in t o w n ,  w i t h  o v e r  60 of us s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  the state.

B: B e t t e r  Care:

T h e  o p t o m e t r i s t  is o f t e n  the f irst c o n t a c t  for a p a t i e n t  s u f f e r i n g  
f r o m  a n  e y e  d i s o r d e r .  N e e d e d  t r e a t m e n t  c a n  be s t a r t e d  
i m m e d i a t e l y ,  w h i c h  is an i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t  in t r e a t i n g  m a n y  eye 
d i s e a s e s .

C: C o s t  C o n t a i n m e n t :

O p t o m e t r i s t s '  fe e s  are g e n e r a l l y  l o w e r  t h a n  t h o s e  of m e d i c a l  
s p e c i a l i s t s  a n d  h o s p i t a l s ;  the c o s t  of a 2 n d  v i s i t  t o  a n o t h e r  
d o c t o r  o r  c l i n i c  w o u l d  be e l i m i n a t e d ;  t r a v e l  t i m e  a n d  e x p e n s e  
w o u l d  b e  e l i m i n a t e d  as w e l l  as e x t r a  t i m e  a w a y  f r o m  w o r k .  T h e s e  
a r e  d o c u m e n t e d  c o s t  s a v i n g s  f r o m  e t h e r  s t a t e s .  I n c r e a s e d  
c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  f r e e d o m  o f  c h o i c e  a m o n g  h e a l t h  p r o v i d e r s  a l s o  
h o l d s  d o w n  c o s t s .

D: D o c t o r s  of O p t o m e t r y :

O p t o m e t r i s t s  h a v e  b e e n  p r e s c r i b i n g  d r u g s  for t h e i r  p a t i e n t s  a c r o s s  
t h e  n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  p a s t  16 y e a r s ,  w i t h  30 s t a t e s  c u r r e n t l y  
a l l o w i n g  t h e r a p e u t i c  d r u g  t r e a t m e n t  of e y e  d i s e a s e s .  No  laws ha v e  
b e e n  r e p e a l e d ,  a n d  13 m o r e  s t a t e s  h a v e  b i l l s  p e n d i n g .  T h e r e  h a v e  
b e e n  no  p r o b l e m s  n a t i o n a l l y ,  a n d  the m a l p r a c t i c e  i n s u r a n c e  
p r e m i u m s  for o p t o m e t r y  a r e  the s a m e  in s t a t e s  w i t h  a n d  w i t h o u t  
t h e r a p e u t i c  d r u g  laws.

E: E d u c a t i o n :

O p t o m e t r y  t r a i n i n g  is on a p a r  w i t h  m e d i c i n e ,  d e n t i s t r y  and 
p o d i a t r y .  An u n d e r g r a d u a t e  c o l l e g e  d e g r e e  p l u s  a 4 y e a r  d o c t o r a t e  
p r o g r a m  a n d  o f t e n  a r e s i d e n c y  in a h o s p i t a l - b a s e d  s e t t i n g .  T h e  
l e t t e r  f r o m  Dr. L e s  Wa l l s ,  a m e d i c a l  s c h o o l  p r o f e s s o r  a n d  n o w  an 
o p t o m e t r y  s c h o o l  d e a n ,  b e s t  e x p l a i n s  o u r  e d u c a t i o n .  O l d e r  
o p t o m e t r i s t s  w h o  d i d  not o r i g i n a l l y  r e c e i v e  a d v a n c e d  t h e r a p e u t i c  
t r a i n i n g  w o u l d  not be g r a n d f a t h e r e d .  T h e y  w o u l d  be r e q u i r e d  to 
r e t u r n  t o  s c h o o l  for a d d i t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  a n d  p a s s  r i g i d  S t a t e  
B o a r d  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  e x a m s  to be e n d o r s e d  to u s e  t h e r a p e u t i c s .
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1 2 8 1 c PHARMACEUTICAL LEGISLATION J a n u a r y  1 6 ,  1 9 9 2

THERAPEUTIC USE

ALABAMA *

ALASKA Mav 25. 1988

ARIZONA Ad ti1 25. 1980

ARKANSAS Anri 1 2. 1979 March 3. 1987

CALIFORNIA Julv 9. 1976

COLORADO June 10. 1983 AdHI 20. 1988

CONNECTICUT AdH I  2. 1986

DELAWARE Julv 10. 1975

D.C. March 25, 1986
FLORIDA Julv 10. 1986** Julv 10. 1986**

GEORGIA Februarv 14. 1980 February 25. 1988

GUAM December 28. 1982

HAWAII June 12. 1985

IDAHO March 23. 1981 March 31. 1987

ILLINOIS SeDtember 15. 1984

INDIANA *** * **

IOWA June 8. 1979 Mav 31. 1985

KANSAS AdH I  12. 1977 (2:00 o.m.) AdHI  17. 1987

KENTUCKY March 29. 1978 Februarv 7. 1986

LOUISIANA Julv 6. 1975

MAINE June 24. 1975 June 25. 1987

MARYLAND January 13. 1989

MASSACHUSETTS December 23. 1985

MICHIGAN March 26. 1984

MINNESOTA March 8. 1982 •«

MISSISSIPPI March 17. 1982

MISSOURI Julv 24. 1981 June 24. 1986

MONTANA AdH I  12. 1977 (10:10 a.m.) AdH I  23. 1987

NEBRASKA Februarv 13. 1979 March 26. 1986

NEVADA Mav 25. 1979

NEW HAMPSHIRE June 6. 1985
NEW JERSEY * January 16. 1992

NEW MEXICO March 4. 1977 AdH I  5. 1985 -

NEW YORK Julv 15. 1983
NORTH CAROLINA June 3. 1977 June 3. 1977
NORTH DAKOTA March 22. 1979 AdH I  10. 1987

OHIO March 15. 1984 /5*, 1*7*72.
OKLAHOMA AdH I  6. 1981 March 22. 1984

OREGON Mav 20. 1975 Auaust 9. 1991

PENNSYLVANIA March 1. 1974
RHODE ISLAND Julv 16. 1971 June 26. 1985
SOUTH CAROLINA March 21. 1984
SOUTH DAKOTA March 15. 1979 March 15. 1986
TENNESSEE Mav 8. 1975 AdH I  22. 1987
TEXAS Auaust 5. 1981 June 15. 1991
UTAH March 21. 1979 March 20. 1991
VERMONT AdHI  23. 1984

VIRGINIA Februarv 25. 1983 . Ad HI 11. 1988

WASHINGTON AdH I 23. 1981 AdHI 18. 1989
WEST VIRGINIA . March 4. 1976 March 4. 1976
WISCONSIN AdH I  29. 1978 Auaust 3. 1989
WYOMING Februarv 17. 1977 March 2. 1987

FOOTNOTE KEY:
* = G eneral legislation, favo rab le a ttorney general opinion.
** = Previous favo rab le attorney genera l opinion. Specific legislation enacted in 1986.
*** = General legislation, favo rab le attorney general opinion. Legislation which would have 
prohib ited pharm aceutical utilization defeated. Appeal from  dism issal o f litigation which would 
have prohib ited pharm aceutical utilization denied bv state supreme court, F ebruary  27,1986. 
Clarification legislation adopted May 13.1991.



A L A S K A ' S  D O C T O R S  O F  O P T O M E T R Y

Fact s h e e t  for SB 157

H3 336

A: A c c e s s :

A l a s k a n s  in c o m m u n i t i e s  like Si t k a ,  Kodi a k ,  H o m e r ,  K e t c h i k a n  a n d  
o t h e r s  d o  not h a v e  a c c e s s  to eye care. M o s t  A l a s k a n  c o m m u n i t i e s  
h a v e  no m e d i c a l  s p e c i a l i s t s ,  a n d  the l o c a l  o p t o m e t r i s t  is the m o s t  
h i g h l y  t r a i n e d ,  s p e c i a l i z e d ,  a n d  i n s t r u m e n t - e q u i p p e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
in town, w i t h  o v e r  60 o f  us s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  the st a t e .

B: B e t t e r  C a r e :

T h e  o p t o m e t r i s t  is o f t e n  the f i r s t  c o n t a c t  for a p a t i e n t  s u f f e r i n g  
f r o m  an e y e  d i s o r d e r .  N e e d e d  t r e a t m e n t  c a n  b e  s t a r t e d  
i m m e d i a t e l y ,  w h i c h  is an i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t  in t r e a t i n g  m a n y  eye 
d i s e a s e s .

C: C o s t  C o n t a i n m e n t :

O p t o m e t r i s t s '  fe e s  are g e n e r a l l y  l o w e r  t h a n  t h o s e  of  m e d i c a l  
s p e c i a l i s t s  a n d  h o s p i t a l s ;  the c o s t  of a 2nd v i s i t  to a n o t h e r  
d o c t o r  o r  c l i n i c  w o u l d  be e l i m i n a t e d ;  t r a v e l  t i m e  a n d  e x p e n s e  
w o u l d  be e l i m i n a t e d  as w e l l  as e x t r a  t i m e  a w a y  f r o m  w o r k .  T h e s e  
a r e  d o c u m e n t e d  co s t  s a v i n g s  f r o m  o t h e r  s t a t e s .  I n c r e a s e d  
c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  f r e e d o m  of c h o i c e  a m o n g  h e a l t h  p r o v i d e r s  a l s o  
h o l d s  d o w n  c o s t s .

D: D o c t o r s  of O p t o m e t r y :

O p t o m e t r i s t s  h a v e  b e e n  p r e s c r i b i n g  d r u g s  f o r  t h e i r  p a t i e n t s  a c r o s s  
t h e  n a t i o n  for the p a s t  16 y e a r s ,  w i t h  30 s t a t e s  c u r r e n t l y  
a l l o w i n g  t h e r a p e u t i c  d r u g  t r e a t m e n t  of e y e  d i s e a s e s .  N o  l a w s  h a v e  
b e e n  r e p e a l e d ,  a n d  13 m o r e  s t a t e s  h a v e  b i l l s  p e n d i n g .  T h e r e  h a v e  
b e e n  no  p r o b l e m s  n a t i o n a l l y ,  a n d  the m a l p r a c t i c e  i n s u r a n c e  
p r e m i u m s  for o p t o m e t r y  a r e  the s a m e  in s t a t e s  w i t h  a n d  w i t h o u t  
t h e r a p e u t i c  d r u g  laws.

E: E d u c a t i o n :

O p t o m e t r y  t r a i n i n g  is on a p a r  w i t h  m e d i c i n e ,  d e n t i s t r y  a n d  
p o d i a t r y .  An u n d e r g r a d u a t e  c o l l e g e  d e g r e e  p l u s  a 4 y e a r  d o c t o r a t e  
p r o g r a m  a n d  o f t e n  a r e s i d e n c y  in a h o s p i t a l - b a s e d  s e t t i n g .  The 
l e t t e r  f r o m  Dr. Les Wal l s ,  a m e d i c a l  s c h o o l  p r o f e s s o r  a n d  n o w  an 
o p t o m e t r y  s c h o o l  dean, b e s t  e x p l a i n s  o u r  e d u c a t i o n .  O l d e r  
o p t o m e t r i s t s  w h o  d i d  not o r i g i n a l l y  r e c e i v e  a d v a n c e d  t h e r a p e u t i c  
t r a i n i n g  w o u l d  not be g r a n d f a t h e r e d .  T h e y  w o u l d  be  r e q u i r e d  to 
r e t u r n  to s c h o o l  for a d d i t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  a n d  p a s s  r i g i d  S t a t e  
B o a r d  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  e x a m s  to be e n d o r s e d  to u s e  t h e r a p e u t i c s .



F :  F a i r n e s s :

U n d e r  the c u r r e n t  s t a t e  law, t h e  o p t o m e t r i s t s  in m o s t  c o m m u n i t i e s  
m u s t  r e f e r  t h e i r  p a t i e n t s  n e e d i n g  eye m e d i c a t i o n  to  a n u r s e  
p r a c t i t i o n e r ,  h e a l t h  aide, or g e n e r a l  m e d i c a l  d o c t o r  w i t h  f a r  less 
t r a i n i n g  t h a n  o p t o m e t r i s t s  have.

G: G o v e r n m e n t :

A p p r o x i m a t e l y  5 a g e n c i e s  of the F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  h a v e  s t u d i e d  
o p t o m e t r y  a n d  f o u n d  us c o m p e t e n t  in t h e r a p e u t i c  t r e a t m e n t  a n d  
s u r g i c a l  c o - m a n a g e m e n t .  M i l i t a r y  and I n d i a n  H e a l t h  o p t o m e t r i s t s  
h a v e  u s e d  t h e r a p e u t i c  d r u g s  for m a n y  ye a r s .  O p t o m e t r i s t s  a r e  
c o n s i d e r e d  " p h y s i c i a n s "  u n d e r  f e d e r a l  M e d i c a r e  law, b e i n g  a l l o w e d  
to p r o v i d e  a n y  s e r v i c e s  the s t a t e  l a w  a l l o w s .  T h e  n a t i o n a l  
A m e r i c a n  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  A s s o c i a t i o n  r e c e n t l y  p a s s e d  a r e s o l u t i o n  
s u p p o r t i n g  o p t o m e t r y  t h e r a p e u t i c s  in a l l  s t a t e s .

T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  is in t h e  best i n t e r e s t  of the p u b l i c  h e a l t h .



COMMENTS OF L E S L E Y  L .  WA L L S ,  O . D . ,  M . D .  BEFORE  THE 

V I R G I N I A  STATE  BOARD OF M E D I C I N E ' S  AD HOC COMMI TTEE ON 

OP TOMETRY ,  DECEMBER 2 0 ,  1 9 8 8  P U B L I C  H E A R I N G ,  REGARDI NG 

C E R T I F I C A T I O N  OF O P T O ME T R I S T S  TO P R E S C R I B E  AND AD M I N I S T E R  

OCULAR RELATED  T H E R A P E U T I C  PHARMACEUT I CAL  AGENTS .

I .  I n t r o d u c t i o n

My n a me  i s  D r .  L e s l e y  L .  W a l l s  a n d  I  am f r o m  O k l a h o m a  

w h e r e  my j o b  i s  D e a n  o f  t h e  C o l l e g e  o f  O p t o m e t r y  i n  

T a h l e q u a h ,  O k l a h o m a .

I  am p r i v i l e g e d  t o  be  a g r a d u a t e  o f  b o t h  o p t o m e t r y  

s c h o o l  ( U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  a t  B e r k e l e y - 1 9 6 8 ) a n d  M e d i c a l  

S c h o o l  ( U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  a t  D a v i s - 1 9 7 2 ) .

My c a r e e r  h a s  b e e n  i n  b o t h  A c a d e m i c  M e d i c i n e  

( N o r t h e a s t e r n  O h i o  U n i v e r s i t i e s  C o l l e g e  o f  M e d i c i n e ,  1 9 7 5 -  

1 9 7 7 ;  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O k l a h o m a  T u l s a  M e d i c a l  C o l l e g e ,  1 9 7 7 - 7 8  

a n d  1 9 8 1 - 8 8  a n d  O r a l  R o b e r t s  U n i v e r s i t y  C o l l e g e  o f  M e d i c i n e ,  

1 9 7 8 - 7 9 )  a n d  O p t o m e t r y  ( N o r t h e a s t e r n  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 7 9 -  

8 1  a n d  F e b r u a r y  1 9 8 8  -  p r e s e n t ) .  I  s e r v e d  a s  D e p a r t m e n t  

C h a i r m a n  f o r  F a m i l y  P r a c t i c e  T u l s a  M e d i c a l  C o l l e g e  f r o m  1 9 8 1 -

1 9 8 8 .  I am v e r y  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  c u r r i c u l a r  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  

m e d i c a l  a n d  o p t o m e t r i c  p r o g r a m s .

I I .

L e t  me o f f e r  s o me  s p e c i f i c  o b s e r v a t i o n s  o n  my own 

e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  o p t o m e t r i c  a n d  m e d i c a l  e d u c a t i o n .



M e d i c a l  s c h o o l  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  p r e p a r e s  t h e  s t u d e n t  i n  

g e n e r a l  m e d i c a l  a n d  s u r g i c a l  b a c k g r o u n d  f o r  t h e  p o s t - g r a d u a t e  

t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m s .  D e t a i l e d  a n a t o m y  a n d  p h y s i o l o g y  o f  o r g a n s  

s u c h  a s  t h e  e y e  i s  n o t  e m p h a s i z e d  d u r i n g  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l .  As

w e l l ,  d u r i n g  s u r g i c a l  r o t a t i o n  i n  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l  i t  i s  

u n c o mm o n  t o  be  e x p o s e d  t o  o c u l a r  s u r g e r y .  B e c a u s e  h e a r t  

d i s e a s e ,  c a n c e r ,  a n d  s t r o k e  a r e  t h e  b i g g e s t  k i l l e r s  o f  t h e  

U . S .  p o p u l a t i o n ,  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l  c l i n i c a l  t r a i n i n g  i s  h e a v i l y  

d e v o t e d  t o  g e n e r a l  i n t e r n a l  m e d i c i n e ,  g e n e r a l  s u r g e r y ,  

o b s t e t r i c s - g y n e c o l o g y  a n d  p e d i a t r i c s .  T h e r e  a r e  u s u a l l y  

f o u r t h - y e a r  e l e c t i v e s  i n  4 - 1 2  w e e k  b l o c k s  w h e r e  a s t u d e n t  m a y

i n c r e a s e  h i s / h e r  e x p o s u r e  t o  s u b s p e c i a l t y  m e d i c a l  a n d

s u r g i c a l  a r e a s  s u c h  a s :  o p h t h a l m o l o g y ,  e a r / n o s e  a n d  t h r o a t ,

u r o l o g y ,  p u l m o n a r y  m e d i c i n e ,  c a r d i o l o g y ,  e t c .  I n  my  

e x p e r i e n c e  a s m a l l  m i n o r i t y  o f  s t u d e n t s  c h o o s e  o p h t h a l m o l o g y  

a s  a c l i n i c a l  r o t a t i o n .

B y  a s m a l l  p e r s o n a l  s u r v e y  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  O k l a h o m a  i n  

w h i c h  I r e s i d e ,  m o s t  p r i m a r y  c a r e  p h y s i c i a n s  ( g e n e r a l  

p r a c t i t i o n e r s , f a m i l y  p r a c t i c e ,  i n t e r n i s t s ,  a n d  

p e d i a t r i c i a n s )  s t a t e  t h e y  h a d  f r o m  o n e  t o  t h r e e  w e e k s  o f
4

m e d i c a l  s c h o o l  d e v o t e d  t o  o p h t h a l m o l o g i c a l  c a r e .  T h i s  

i n c l u d e s  b o t h  d i d a c t i c  c o u r s e w o r k  a n d  c l i n i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e .

I  d o  n o t  n e e d  t o  r e m i n d  y o u  t h a t  t h e s e  p h y s i c i a n s  t r e a t  e y e

d i s e a s e s  o n  an  u n r e s t r i c t e d  b a s i s .

I n  o p t o m e t r y  s c h o o l s  t h e r e  a r e  c o u r s e s  i n  g e n e r a 1 

p a t h o l o g y  a n d  o c u l a r  s i g n s  o f  s y s t e m i c  d i s e a s e  s i n c e



t h e  o p t o m e t r i s t  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  d e t e c t  s y s t e m i c  d i s e a s e s  

w i t h  o c u l a r  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  a n d  t o  ma k e  a p p r o p r i a t e  r e f e r r a l s .

T h e  d e t a i l e d  o c u l a r  a n a t o m y ,  o c u l a r  p h y s i o l o g y ,  o c u l a r  p a t h o l o g y ,  

a n d  o c u l a r  p h a r m a c o l o g y  t r a i n i n g  i n  o p t o m e t r y  s c h o o l  i s  f a r  

s u p e r i o r  t o  t h e  s a me  o c u l a r  t o p i c s  i n  a n y  g e n e r a l  m e d i c a l  

s c h o o l  c o u r s e  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  T h i s  i s  n o t  t o  s l i g h t  m e d i c a l  

e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e r e  s i m p l y  i s  n o t  e n o u g h  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l  

c u r r i c u l u m  t i m e  t o  d e v o t e  t o  t h e  e y e  b e c a u s e  o f  t r a i n i n g  i n  

v i t a l  o r g a n  s y s t e m s  s u c h  a s  t h e  h e a r t ,  l u n g ,  v a s c u l a r  s y s t e m ,  

e t c .

I I I .

T h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  a n d  u s e  o f  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  e q u i p m e n t  

s u c h  a s  b i n o c u l a r  i n d i r e c t  o p h t h a l m o s c o p e s ,  s l i t  l a m p s ,  

g o l d m a n  t o n o m e t e r s , ,  g o n i o l e n s e s ,  F u n d u s  p h o t o g r a p h y ,  e t c .  

a r e  f a r  s u p e r i o r  i n  a m o d e r n  o p t o m e t r i c  p r a c t i c e  t h a n  i n  a n y  

p r i m a r y  c a r e  p h y s i c i a n s  o f f i c e  s u c h  a s  f a m i l y  p r a c t i c e ,  

i n t e r n i s t s  a n d  p e d i a t r i c i a n s .  C o u p l e d  w i t h  t r a i n i n g  a n d  

e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  t h i s  t y p e  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  

e q u i p m e n t  m a k e s  t h e  o p t o m e t r i s t  b e t t e r  p r e p a r e d  t o  e v a l u a t e ,  

d i a g n o s e  a n d  t r e a t  m o s t  o c u l a r  c o n d i t i o n s  wh e n  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e
4

o t h e r  l i s t e d  p r i m a r y  h e a l t h  p r o v i d e r s .  T h i s  i s  n o t  t o  d e me a n  

o r  t o  c a s t  t h e s e  f i n e  p r i m a r y  c a r e  p r o v i d e r s  i n  a b a d  l i g h t ,  

r a t h e r ,  i t  i s  s i m p l y  a f a c t  t h a t  we m u s t  a c c e p t .

B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  a b o v e  t h e r e  i s  n o  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  a w e l l  

t r a i n e d  a n d  w e l l  e q u i p p e d  o p t o m e t r i s t  c a n  m o r e  t h a n  m e a s u r e  

up  t o  m e d i c a l  s t a n d a r d s  o f  c a r e  f o r  p r i m a r y  p h y s i c i a n s  i n  t h e



a r e a  o f  d i a g n o s e s  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  v a r i o u s  o c u l a r  

d i s e a s e s / d i  s o r d e r s .

I V .

I  w i l l  n ow b r i e f l y  d i s c u s s  my p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  

s i d e  e f f e c t s  o f  o c u l a r  p h a r m a c o l o g i c  t h e r a p y .  T h i s  s e c t i o n  

w i l l  b e  v e r y  b r i e f  a s  I  h a v e  n e v e r  h a d  a p a t i e n t  w i t h  a n y t h i n g  

o t h e r  t h a n  a v e r y  m i n o r  s i d e  e f f e c t  f r o m  o c u l a r  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  

a g e n t s .  I  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  o p t o m e t r i c  c u r r i c u l u m  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  

w i t h  c u r r e n t  b a s i c  l i f e  s u p p o r t  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  i s  a d e q u a t e  

p r e p a r a t i o n  t o  h a n d l e  a n  e m e r g e n c y  s h o u l d  i t  o c c u r .

I n  s u m m a r y  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  

o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s  a r e  v i t a l l y  n e e d e d .  T h e  m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n  

w o u l d  b e  i n  s a d  s h a p e  w i t h o u t  t h e m  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  e x p e r t i s e  

i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  o c u l a r  t r a u m a ,  c a t a r a c t  s u r g e r y ,  r e t i n a l  

s u r g e r y ,  a n d  o t h e r  o c u l a r  p r o b l e m s  r e q u i r i n g  a d v a n c e d  m e d i c a l  

m a n a g e m e n t .  H o w e v e r ,  i n  a s t a t e  s u c h  a s  V i r g i n i a  t h e  

o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s  a r e  p r i m a r i l y  i n  l a r g e r  c i t i e s  w i t h  a p o o r  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  t h e  r u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s .

I  a l s o  s t r o n g l y  f e e l  t h a t  o p t o m e t r i s t s  a r e  v i t a l l y  

n e e d e d .  O p t o m e t r i s t s  a r e  w e l l  d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  r u r a l  

c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  b y  d e f i n i t i o n  s e r v e  a s  p r i m a r y  c a r e  h e a l t h  

p r o f e s s i o n a l s .  I n  my  o p i n i o n ,  t h e  p a t i e n t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  a 

s t a t e  l i k e  V i r g i n i a ,  w i l l  be  t h e  b e n e f i c i a r y  o f  m o d e r n  

o p t o m e t r i c  p r a c t i c e .  W i t h  t h e  u s e  o f  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s ,  

f o r  d i a g n o s t i c  a n d  t h e r a p e u t i c  p u r p o s e s ,  s e r i o u s  d i s e a s e  

d e t e c t i o n  w i l l  b e  f a c i l i t a t e d  t h u s  m a k i n g  t h e  r e f e r r a l  s y s t e m



i n t o  m e d i c i n e  mo r e  e f f i c i e n t .  As w e l l ,  t h i s  w i l l  s a v e  t h e  

p a t i e n t  a l o t  o f  i n c o n v e n i e n c e  a nd  t i m e .  I f e e l  t h e  V i r g i n i a  

S t a t e  ' Boa r d  o f  M e d i c i n e  s h o u l d  a l l o w  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  

o f  V i r g i n i a  t o  b e n e f i t  f r o m  mo d e r n  o p t o m e t r y  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  

t h e  u s e  o f  d i a g n o s t i c  and  t h e r a p e u t i c  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s ,  

b e l i e v e  t h e  k e y  t o  u t i l i z i n g  t h e s e  m e d i r a t i o n s  by  a n y  h e a l t h  

c a r e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  i s  p r o p e r  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  t r a i n i n g .

L e s l e y  L.  W a l l s ,  O . D . ,  M.D.
De a n ,  C o l l e g e  o f  O p t o m e t r y  
N o r t h e a s t e r n  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  
T a h l e q u a h ,  OK 74464 
918/456-5511



O P P
Optomelric Protector. Plan

Continuously 
Serving Optometrists 
Since 19 73

November 7, 1991

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

R E : O PT O M E T R IC  PRO TEC TO R  PLA N

This letter is in response to your inquiry relative to professional 
liability rates and therapeutic drug usage.

The Optometric Protector Plan which is endorsed by the American 
Optometric Association currently insures over 7, 00® 0. D. '-e
nationwide. Our professional liability experience reflects both 
therapeutic and non-therapeutic states and the information provided 
is based on this information.

Poe & Associates, in the past has reviewed on a comprehensive basis 
the underwriting results for three major carriers for a period of 
seven years, and found that there is no significant actuarial 
coordination between therapeutic drug usage and liability insurance 
rates based on the current underwriting results.

Our current carrier of record, Great American Insurance Companies, 
does not charge a premium differential or surcharge for therapeutic 
drug usage in any of the states in which they are currently 
providing coverage. Because claims and premiums are so closely 
related to incidents of harm and injury to patients, we do not have 
evidence at this time that there is a correlation between the use 
of therapeutic drugs by Optometrists and malpractice claims.

Please contact me if I can be of any further help.

Sincerely,

KaigyV S:
Program Coordinator

KS/sv

National Administrator 
Poe & Associates, Inc.
P. a  Box 1348 
Tampa, Florida 33601-1348 
(813) 222-4100 
Fax (813) 221-4109



OPTOMETRY: 
THE PROFESSION

Optometry is an independent primary health care profession.

It encompasses the prevention and remediation of disorders of the 
eye/vision system through the examination, diagnosis, treatment and/or 
management of visual efficiency and eye health. The recognition and 
diagnosis of related systemic manifestations are designed to preserve and 
enhance the quality of life and environment.
Doctors of Optometry are primary health care providers who diagnose, 
manage and treat conditions and diseases of the human eye and visual 
system as regulated by state law.
These health care professionals are specifically educated, clinically 
trained and state licensed to examine the eyes for the presence or 
absence of vision problems, eye diseases or ocular manifestations of 
systemic diseases such as diabetes, hypertension, hyperthyroidism, etc. 
The primary vision care needs of consumers have shaped the scope of 
optometric practice as it is today.

American Optometric 
Association
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P r e r e q u is i t e  C o u r s e s ,
E le c t iv e  R e g i s t r a t i o n

fn specific instancebefore a student nuv he enrolled 
in .1 particular course, prerequisii • courses are required. 
These prerequisites mav he satisfied hv i I . successful 
completion of the courses; 2 < approval of the course 
instructor: 13i transfer of crcdir from other institutions; 
i4i an exemption examination.

Indiv idual registration is required for enrollment in 
any elective course. Credit v ill only he given when the 
student has heen properly registered for the elective course 
through the Registrar in the Office of Student Affairs.
C o u r s e  C h a n g e s

Courses listed in this catalog are subject to change 
through normal academic channels.
D e p a r tm e n t  o f  B a s ic  S c ien ce s
Assistant Dean/nr Basic Sciences 
Pierrette Dayhaw-Barker
Professors
John B. Siegfried. Joseph Toland, Gilda Crosier. Emeritus, 
Jacob Nevyas, Emeritus
Associate Professors
Sitaramayya Ari, Pierrette Davhaw Barker. Andrew Buzzelli. 
.Alsin Byer, James P. Carroll, Louis Catania, Edward Deglin, 
Lawrence Gray, John W. Lancy. Thomas L. Lewis, Lorraine 
Lombardi. Susan Oleszewski, Christopher Rinehart.
Mitchell Scheiman, Stephen Whittaker. Charles 
Wormington
Assistant Professors
Connie Chronister. Robert Cole, Bruce Muchnick, Paul 
Robinson, Eileen Schnel-Klitsch
Instructors
Chava Herzberg, JeanMarie Pagani, Joan Wing 
Teaching Associate 
Jon Marberger

The objective of the Department of Basic Sciences is 
to provide the student with the scientific concepts under­
lying optical, visual, and biological function and organi­
zation of the eye and systemic biological organization and 
interrelationships of ocular functions with those of the 
entire body.

Students are prepared to understand the optics of 
lenses and the visual system, in addition to the anatomy 
and physiology of the visual system and the nervous system. 
The basic principles in these disciplines are used as a 
foundation for the understanding of accommodation and

convergence, eye movements, the eye as a monocular 
sensory system and normal and abnormal binocular 
functions of the v isual sv stem.

Several courses within the department discuss the 
clinical application of optical principles to the fitting of 
spectacles and contact lense- and the diagnosis and treat­
ment of binocular disorders, strabismus and amblvopia.

Ocular structures and functions in normal and patho­
logical states are explored in derail with the goal of 
creating a basis for the understanding of altered conditions.

A strong background in biomedical sciences enables 
the future optometrist, as a prov ider of primary health care, 
to correlate systemic and ocular abnormalities. The 
optometrist is thereby better prepared to assess, diagnose, 
treat, and/or refer ocular problems with possible systemic 
cause and to diagnose and refer patients with systemic 
problems.
BS111 Human Anatomy 3.5 Quancr Hours 
Provides an overview of major anatomical relations of the 
thorax and abdomen. .Anatomy of the head and neck region 
is presented in great detail with emphasis on the eye and 
adnexa. Topics are accompanied by observation of prnsec- 
ted cadavers and detailed analysis of the skull.
BS 112 Biochemistry 2.5 Quaner Honrs
Discusses structure and function of basic biochemical 
molecules (carbohydrates, lipids, proteins, nucleic acidsi. 
Much of the course deals with human metabolism with 
in-depth study of the major metabolic pathways at the 
cellular level.
BS 113 Microanatomy 3.5 Quarter Houn
Presents the student with knowledge of the structure of 
tissues and of the organ systems they comprise. It thus 
serves as a foundation for subsequent detailed study of the 
eye and of the relationships between the eye and the body 
as a whole.
BS114 Human Physiology 4.0 Quarter Houn
Studies the (unctions of cells, tissue and organ systems and 
the correlation between ocular and systemic characteristics. 
Special emphasis is placed on body fluids and the integra­
tion between cardiovascular, pulmonary and renal (unctions.
BS115 Theoretical Optics 15.0 Quarter Hours
Introduces the student to basic terminology in optics, fol­
lowed by ray-tracing through thin optical systems, e.g., 
reflection and refraction from plane and spherical surfaces 
and refraction by thin lenses, optics of refractive errors and 
correction of ametropias, optics of cylindrical lenses and 
toric surfaces and Gaussian optics of thick systems.
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BS 121 General Pathology 2.5 Quarter Hours 
Covers basic principles and dynamics ot'the pathological 
processes of human disease. Emphasis is placed on the 
molecular, biochemical and structural alterations charac­
teristic of diseased cells, tissues and organs.
BS122 Endocrinology 1.5 Quancr Hours
Deals with basic endocrinological principles with an over­
view of all endocrine tissues and organs. Special emphasis 
is placed on the relationship of certain hormones to ocular 
function and the effects of specific metabolic diseases on 
systemic and ocular tissues.
BS 123 Neuroscience 4.0 Quancr Houn i Prerequisites: 
BS111 Human Anatomy, BS112 Human Physiology).
Provides a thorough structural basis for understanding the 
mechanisms of the nervous system and facilitates the 
understanding of its clinical and functional significance. 
Covers the histogenesis of nervous tissue and the structural 
and functional characteristics of neurons, neuroglia, nerve 
fibers, receptors and effectors.
BS124 Optics of the Eye 3.5 Quaner Hours i Prerequisite: 
BS115 Theoretical Optics I).
Discusses optical and ultrasonic techniques for measuring 
the various optical parameters of the eye. In addition, the 
quality of optical image in the eye is examined, including 
optical aberrations, blur circle theory and visual acuity.
BS125 Theoretical Optics II 5.5 Quaner Houn 
Discusses the principles of magnification applied to spec­
tacle lenses; provides introduction to optics of low vision 
aids, optics of clinical instruments, telescopes and micro­
scopes, theory of stops and field of view, radiometry and 
photometry, aberrations and physical optics.
BS 131 Ocular Biology 14.5 Quaner Houn (Prerequisites: 
B S ll l Human Anatomy, BS112 Biochemistry, BS114 
Human Physiology).
Presents a detailed gross and microanatomical study of the 
eve and its adnexa, with emphasis on specific relationships 
of the ocular structures to function. Includes a compre­
hensive study of the developmental anatomy of the eye and 
its adnexa. Metabolic activities and physiological functions 
of all ocular tissues are discussed in detail with special 
emphasis on clinical aspects.
BS132 Pharmacology and Therapeutics 13.0 Quaner 
Houn (Prerequisites: BS112 Biochemistry, BSU4 Human 
Physiology).
Covers in detail the basic principles and pharmacokinetics 
of the following categories of drugs used for diagnostic

and therapeutic purposes: autonomic drugs, general anes­
thetics. drugs effecting the central nervous system, diuretics 
and antihvpertensivcs, cardiovascular drugs and over the 
counter drugs. Students are expected to acquire km >u ledge 
in the classifications, uses, side-effects and toxicity of the 
drugs discussed.
BS133 Ocular Microbiology and Immunology 2.5
Quancr Hours i Prerequisites: BS112 Biucheniistiy. BS121 
Genera'. Pathology).
Presents a detailed review of those pathogens of specific 
importance to the etiology and treatment of ocular disease. 
Basic immune mechanisms, pathological ocular immune 
reactions and current methods of treatment are also 
discussed.
BS211 Ocular Biology II 5.5 Quaner Hours i Prerequisites: 
BS131 Ocular Biology I, BS132 Phannacology and 
Therapeutics I). .
Continuation ot'BS131 Ocular BiologxT using thenme 
format.
BS212 Pharmacology and Therapeutics II4 0 Quaner 
Houn (Prerequisite: BSI32 Pharmacology and Therapeutics T.
Provides the future practitioner with a thorough know l­
edge of pharmaceutical agents and their effects on the eye 
and the visual system. Local anesthetics, antihistamines, 
anti-inflammatory agents, cycloplegics. miotics. mydriatics 
and other agents are covered in detail. Emphasis is placed 
on the ocular side effects of systemic drugs. U pon comple­
tion of this course, the student has a thorough under­
standing of therapeutic agents used in systemic and ocular 
disease management.
BS214 Ocular Motility 4.0 Quaner Houn (Prerequisite: 
BS123 Neuroscience).
Covers the mechanical and neurological aspects of ocular 
motility, including an analysis, description and classifi­
cation of monocular and binocular eye positions and 
movements.
BS221 Anterior Segment Ocular Disease 4.5 Quaner 
Houn (Prerequisites: BS 131 an d 2 ll Ocular Biology I Or II. 
BS121 General Pathology and BS 133 Ocular Microbiology 
and Immunology).
Presents a detailed description, e.g., th. etiology, patho­
genesis, differencial diagnosis, treatment and management 
of diseases of the anterior part of the eye including the lids 
and adnexa, conjunctiva, cornea, uvea, sdcra and lens.
BS224 Psychophysics and Physiology of Monocular 
Vision 4.5 Quaner Houn (Prerequisites: BS125 Theoretical 
Optics II, BS124 Optics of the Eye).
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Discusses the visual process in detail, from photochemical, 
neurological and psychophysical points of view. Func­
tional neuroanatomy of the visual system deals with the 
behavior of single sensory cells from retina to visual cortex. 
Covers basic aspects of human visual electrophysiology. 
The light sense, form sense and color sense are dealt 
with in psychophysical terms, with emphasis on normal 
and abnormal color vision and their measurement and 
specification.
BS225 Ophthalmic Optics 13 5 Quarter Houn 
I Prerequisite: BS125 Theoretical Optics II).
Deals with applied aspects of optics as used in optometric 
practice. Lenses are considered as physical entities with 
specific form and characteristics, rather than pure mathe­
matical concepts. Students derive a thorough knowledge 
of surface value, form and power of lenses, neutralization, 
transposition and prismatic function. In the laboratory, the 
student becomes proficient in prescription determination 
as it is applied in practice.
BS231 Posterior Segment Ocular Disease 2.5 Quarter 
Houn(Prerequisite: BS221 Anterior Segment Ocular Disease).
Similar format as in Anterior Segment Ocular Disease 
applied to the vitreous, choroid and retina.
BS234 Normal and Abnormal Binocular Function I
3.5 Quarter Houn i Prerequisite: CS221 Professional Practice 
I II , BS214 Ocular Motility).
Covers the physiological optics of normal binocular 
function. Visual anomalies resulting from disturbances in 
binocular vision arc discussed from theoretical and clinical 
approaches. The diagnosis of disabilities in oculomotility, 
convergence and accommodation is analyzed. Students 
will formulate a prognosis and treatment protocol using 
vision therapy and ophthalmic intervention.
BS235 Ophthalmic Optics II 4.0 Quarter Houn 
I Prerequisite: BS225 Ophthalmic Optics I).
Covers lens thickness considerations, safety and legal 
requirements, occupational and progressive addition 
lenses, transmission and design, prescribing for aphakia 
and other high refractive errors.
BS3II Glaucoma/Ocular Emergencies 2.5 Quarter 
Houn i Prerequisite: BS231 Posterior Segment Ocular Disease).
Simitar format as in Anterior Segment Ocular Disease 
applied to various forms of glaucoma and ocular emergencies.
BS312 Clinical Medicine 13.25 Credit Houn 
(Prerequisites: BS121 General Pathology, BS133 Ocular 
Microbiology and Immunology, and BS212 Pharmacology and 
Therapeutics II).

Presents an overview of current medical diagnosis and 
management of systemic diseases having ocular involvement 
with special emphasis on interprofessional relationships 
and responsibilities. Topics in this course include historv 
taking, clinical laboratory tests, emergency medicine, 
diseases of immunological origin, collagen disorders and 
cardiovascular diseases.
BS314 Normal and Abnormal Binocular Function II
3.5 Quarter Houn i Prerequisites: BS234 Normal and 
Abnormal Binocular Function I, CS231 Professional 
Practice IV).
Discusses the development and ncurophysiology of normal 
binocular vision. Emphasis is placed on those principles 
which form the basis for the clinical assessment and treat­
ment of strabismus and amblyopia. These principles are 
integrated throughout the course with presentation of the 
clinical diagnosis and management of strabismus and dif­
ferent forms of amblyopia.

Deals with disease patterns of select systems of the human 
body with emphasis on clinical pathologic correlation. 
Disease processes with ocular manifestation will be spe­
cifically addressed. Selected topics include: connective 
tissue and occlusive diseases, diabetes meliitus, anemia, 
hypertension, diseases of skin, endocrinopathies and 
neuropathology.
BS322 Clinical Medicine II 3.25 Quaner Houn 
(Prerequisite: BS3I2 Clinical Medicine I).
Continuation of Clinical Medicine I for diseases of high 
prevalence such as cardiovascular diseases, cancer, endo­
crine and neurological disorders.,
BS324 Normal and Abnormal Binocular Function HI
3.5 Quaner Houn (Prerequisite: BS314 Normal and 
Abnormal Binocular Function II).

BS331 Ncurt >-Eye Disease 3.0 Qtiarter Houn ( Prmquisites: 
BS123 Neuroscknce, BS231 Posterior Segment Ocular Disease).
Presents a clini al approach to patients with disorders of 
the afferent an>1 efferent visual system; emphasizes diag­
nostic methods and management of patients with neuro- 
eve disorders.

Continuation of BS314.

BS321 Medical Pathology 2.5 Quaner Houn 
i Prerequisites: BS121 General Pathology, BS312 Clinical 
Medicine I).
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Department o f  Clinical Sciences
Assistant Dean for Clinical Sciences
Susan Olcszewski
Professors
Jerome A. Hirsch, Joseph Toland
Associate Professors
Sarah Appel. Sheree J. Aston. Felix M. Rarker. G. Richard 
Rennett. Robert | Rernun, Rernard Rlaustein. Richard L. 
Rnlliaiu. Andrew Ru/zclli. RoherW, Cummings. Edward 
A. Deglin. William M. Dell. Anthony DiStefano, Michael F. 
Callaway, Lawrence G. Gray. Irving Gurwood. Joanne 
Klopfer. Jeffrey S. Nyman. Neal N. Nyman. Susan 
Oleszewski, Christopher Rinehart, Joseph P. Ruskiewicz. 
Mitchell Scheiman. Joel A. Silbert, Manin R. Smith, 
Michael R. Spinell, Charles Wormington
Assistant Professors
Penni Blaskev. Elise Ciner. Connie Chronister, Mitchell 
J. Fink. Harry Kaplan. Susan Marren, Bruce G. Muchmck. 
Holly Myers, Paul Robinson, George White

Instntctnrs
Chaya Herzberg, Bernard P. Lepri, Jean.Mane Pagani,
Maria Parisi. John Ray. Helene M. Kaiser, Andrew S. 
Gurwood, Sarah Foster, Jonathan Stevens, Joan Wing
Teaching Associate 
Francinc Pearlman Storch

Dinctor, Externship and Clerkship Pmgmms 
Bernard P. Lepri
Dinctor o f Community Eye Can, External Clinics and Residency 
Pmgmms
Sana B. Verma 
Staff Optometrists
Susan Marren, Gale Orlanskv, Jeffrey Varner 
Externship Counselors
Mitchell J. Fink. Irving Gurwood, Jerome Hirsch, Paul H. 
Robinson
Program Superrisor 
Denise Guido

The Department of Clinical Sciences is responsible for 
providing students with the requisite knowledge, skills, 
attitudes, and values for clinical optometric practice.

Initial coursework concentrates on the theory and 
methods of clinical procedures for primary care optometry. 
Subsequent coursework provides students with the theory

and clinical techniques in contact lenses, binocular 
dysfunction, pediatrics, and rehabilitation of the v im ij IIv 
impaired patient. Integration of didactic and laboratory 
courses with patient care occurs at each stage of the sequence 

Perspectives on the critical issues in health care are 
also provided. Specific skills are taught regarding the 
economic, political, environmental, ethical, legal, 
sociologic, and epidemiologic principles, including practice 
management, that are necessary for the clinical and admini­
strative aspects of optometry.

Integration and application of principles, concepts, 
and skills in basic and clinical sciences occurs in the care 
of an extensive diversity of patients and settings. Clinical 
training concentrates on prov iding those total compe­
tencies which are the hallmark of the primarv care 
optometrist under the guidance of the professional staff 
of The Eye Institute and external preceptors. This training 
encompasses the full-range of optometric practice, 
including the diagnosis, treatment, and management of 
patients with visual and medical disorders of the eye and 
entire body.
CS131 Professional Practice 11.25 Quaner Ho y  
Observation of the delivery of care in The Eve Institute.
CSI32 Clinical Diagnostic Procedures 15.0 Quaner 
Hours [Prerequisites: BS125 Theoretical Optics II. BSI24 
Optics of the Eye).
Discusses the theory and techniques of primarv care 
examination procedures including history, usual acuity, 
objective and subjective methods of refraction, and basic- 
ocular motility.
CS135 Introduction to Community Health
2.5 Quaner Hours
Introduces the student to today’s health system, 
optometry’s role within it, the general principles of 
community health and his or her future role as a primary 
health care practitioner and optometrist.
CS211 Professional Practice II 1.25 Quaner Hour 
(Prerequisites: BS131 Ocular Biology I, BS132 Phannacology 
6" Therapeutics I, CSI32 Clinical Diagnostic Procedures I. 
CS131 Professional Practice I).
Continues the preparation of the s'.udcnt for primary 
optometric care by encouraging the development of basic 
clinical testing skills and patient care thought processes. 
Students participate by providing vision screenings, pre­
examinations, and selected tests and observation, as well 
as by their involvement in case management discussion 
and planning with professional staff at The Eye Institute.
CS212 Clinical Diagnostic Procedures II 4.0 Quancr 
Hours (Prerequisites: BS131 Ocular Biology I, BSI32



Pharmacology and Therapeutics I. CS132 Clinical Diagnostic 
Procedures I. CS131 Professional Practice 11.
Continues the theory and methods of primary care exami­
nation procedures including binocular vision evaluation, 
external evaluation, evaluation of the eye for disease, use 
of the biomicroscopc. direct and indirect ophthalmoscopy, 
tonometry, gonioscopv and visual field testing.
CS2I5 Epidemiologv/CIinical Decision Making 2.5
Quaner Houn
Presents methods of epidemiological investigation of 
health and disease in a population. Problem solving and 
decision analysis are used to illustrate the interrelationship 
of factors involv ed in human vision and eye disease.
CS221 Professional Practice III 1.75 Quarter Hour 
I Prerequisites: B f ' . l l  Ocular Biology II, BS2I2 Phannacology 
and Therapeutics II. CS2I5 Epidemiology/Clinical 
Decision-making. CS212 Clinical Diagnostic Procedures II, 
CS21I Professional Practice II).
Contin. .ation of Professional Practice II. Provides an 
opportunity for students to develop a minimum level of 
competency in basic clinical examination. Interns examine 
their fVst patients in The Eye Institute under close super­
vision. using video taping as a mechanism for both students 
and faculty to assess the accomplishment of objectives. 
Certification of basic clinical testing skills and of beginning 
patient care management skills is accomplished.
CS222 Clinical Diagnostic Procedures III 3.5 Quaner 
Houn (Prerequisites: BS211 Ocular Biology II, BS212 
Phannacology C"TherapeuticsII, CS2I2 Clinical Diagnostic 
Procedures II. CS211 Professional Practice II).
Continuation of Clinical Diagnostic Procedures II. The 
evaluation of the eye for disease and integration of all 
testing procedures into a problem-oriented approach to 
patient evaluation, diagnosis and management.
CS225 Professional Communication 2.25 Quaner Houn
Deals with the development of written and oral communi­
cation between the clinician, his or her patients, staff and 
other professionals.
CS231 Professional Practice IV 1.0 Quaner Hour 
i Prerequisites: BS22I Anterior Segment Ocular Disease, 
CS225 Professional Communications, CS222 Clinical 
Diagnostic Procedures I I I ,  CS221 Professional Practice III).
Continuation of Professional Practice III. In addition to 
clinical patient care, weekly Module conferences begin.
CS232 Clinical Diagnostic Procedures IV 1.0 Quaner 
Hour (Prerequisite: CS222 Clinical Diagnostic Procedures III ) .
Continuation of laboratory portion of Clinical Diagnostic

Procedures III. Emphasis w ill be placed on technique of 
evaluation of the fundus and visual field testing.
CS233 Management of Refractive and Accommodative 
Disorders 2 .5 Quancr Hours. Prerequisites CS222 Cluneal 
Diagnostic Procedures III. CS221 Professional Practice I I I  i.
Emphasizes the clinical diagnosis, treatment and manage- 
mentofthe follow ing conditions: accommodative and 
covergence anomalies, myopia, hyperopia, astigmia. 
presbyopia, anisometropia and aphakia. Various philoso­
phies of data analysis are presented and related to the 
overall optometric management of the patient.
CS234 Contact Lenses 13.5 Quaner Hours i Prerequisites: 
BS22I Anterior Segment Ocular Disease. (.'5222 Clinical 
Diagnostic Procedures III, CS221 Professional Practice III. 
BS225 Ophthalmic Optics I >.
Introduces the student to the theory and principles of 
designing, fitting, evaluating and caring for rigid and soft 
contact lenses. Special emphasis is placed on the effects of 
contact lenses on the eye and the indication and/or contra­
indication for specific contact lens designs or materials.
CS311 Professional Practice V 4.75 Quaner Houn 
i Prerequisites: BS231 Posterior Segment Ocular Disease, 
CS234 Contact Lenses I, CS232 Management of Rtf-active 
and Accommodative Disorden, CS231 Professional Practice IV, 
BS234 Normal and Abnormal Binocular Function I).
Students assume the role of interns in the Primary Care 
Modules ot'The Eye Institute. Accuracy and efficiency in 
examination techniques, interviewing, data interpretation, 
case presentation and utilization of the problem-oriented 
record are stressed. Emergency eye care, contact lenses and 
ophthalmologic secondary and tertiary care are introduced.
CS314 Contact Lenses II 3.0 Quaner Houn 
(Prerequisites: CS234 Contact Lens I, CS233 Management 
of Refractive and Accommodative Disorden, CS231 
Professional Practice IV).
Continuation of Contact Lens I emphasizing the problem- 
oriented approach toward managing contact lens patients. 
Fitting techniques for toric soft lenses and extended wear 
hydrogels will be explored, including diagnosis and manage­
ment of potential physiological complications. Advanced 
rigid lens design, including computer-assisted modeling 
will be introduced, for high myopia, hyperopia and aphakia 
as well as treatment regimens for contact lens induced 
corneal distortion.
CS321 Professional Practice VI 4.75 Quaner Houn 
(Prerequisites: BS311: Glaucoma/Ocular Emergencies,
BS312 Clinical Medicine I, CS3I4 Contact Lenses II, CS311 
Professional Practice V, BS314 Normal and Abnormal 
Binocular Function II).



Continuation of Professional Practice V. Increasing 
emphasis is placed on problem solving and patient 
management skills u lule continuing the development of 
more adv anced examination techniques.
CS323 Geriatrics/Special Populations 1.5 Quancr Houn.
Presents the epidemiological, physical, physiological, 
psychological and ocular changes that occur in the aging 
patient. Special examination and management considera­
tions and an interdisciplinary approach to geriatric 
optometric care arc discussed. Similar consideration is 
given to special populations such as physically and mentally 
impaired patients.
CS331 Professional Practice VII4. ~5 Quaner Houn 
(Prerequisites: BS322 Clinical Medicine II, CS321 
Professional Practice VI, BS324 Normal and Abnormal 
Binocular Function I I I ) .
Continuation of Professional Practice VI.
CS332 Pediatric Optometry 3.0 Quaner Houn 
(Prerequisites: CS321 Professional Practice VI, BS324 Normal 
and Abnormal Binocular Function III ) .
Discusses the epidemiology, psychology, grox. .h and 
development, methods of examination, and the treatment 
and management of vision problems related to infants and 
children. The role of the optometrist in detection, pre­
vention and approaches to treatment of children with 
developmental and learning related disorders is stressed.
CS333 Vision Rehabilitation 3.0 Quaner Houn. 
(Prerequisites: CS31I Professional Practice V, BSI25 
Theoretical Optics II) .
Discusses the diagnosis, management and rehabilitation of 
the visually impaired patient including the epidemiology, 
symptoms, signs and course of low vision problems. 
Methods of testing and optical principles of low vision 
aids are presented in a context emphasizing a multidisci- 
plinaryapproach to rehabilitation of the partially sighted.
CS334 Advanced Contact Lenses 2.0 Quaner Houn 
lPrerequisites: CS314 Contact Lenses I I , CS331 Professional 
Practice VII).
Presents specialty contact lens care, including lens design 
and management for residual astigmatism, presbyopia, 
extended wear with gas-permeable lenses, kcrataconus, and 
therapeutic bandage lenses. Contact lens complications and 
management of contact lens complications, new develop­
ments in contact lenses and contact lens related practicc- 
management arc also addressed.

CS34I Professional Practice VIII4. 75 Quancr Houn 
i Prerequisites: BS331 Neuro-Eye Disease, CS332 Pediatric 
Optoinetiy, CS331 Professional Practice VII).
Continuation of Professional Practice VII.
CS342 Health Care Policy/Jurisprudence 2.5 Quancr 
Hours i Prerequisites: CS135 Introduction to Community 
Health, CS215 EptdcmtolqayiClinical Decision Maimin'
Covers governmental relationships, health care organi­
zations and delivery systems, legal development and opto­
metric jurisprudence, methods of quality assurance, 
legislative processes and manpower studies.
CS343 Environmental Optometry 2.5 Quaner Hours 
i Prerequisites: BS2I4 Ocular Motility, CS222 Clinical 
Diagnostic Procedures III ).
Concentrates on the study, management and control of 
natural and human factors in the environment that can 
atVcct the health safety and visual status of patients.
CS344 Practice Management and Development
2.5 Quaner Houn
Provides an overview and orientation for practice options 
in solo, partnership, multidisciplinary and institutional 
settings. The student is taught the development, manage­
ment and economics of optometric practice.
CS345 Colloquium 1.5 Quaner Houn (Prerequisite:
CS33I Professional Practice VII).
Introduces case presentations, special clinical topics, and 
reviews recent developments in basic and clinical sciences.
CS346 External Professional Practice 1.0 Quaner Hour 
(1 day a week, 48 houn) (Prerequisite: satisfactory completion of 
all first and second year counes or approval o f Assistant Dean).
Provides the student with experience in handling patients 
under unique circumstances, e.g., screenings, nursing 
homes, homcbound, etc., under close supervision of a 
faculty member. This program, administered through the 
Community Eve Care Service, stresses the importance of 
the service aspect of optomctrv to these patients.
CS4II Advanced Professional Practice 13.25 Quaner 
Houn (Prerequisite: CS341 Professional Practice VIII).
The senior quarter in The Eye Institute affords the student 
the opportunity to gain intensive clinical experience by 
assignment to and/chc Primary Care Modules, the Lynch 
Pediatric Unit or the William Fcinbloom Vision Rehabili­
tation Center.



External Clinical Programs
The Office of External Clinical Programs, within the 

Department of Clinical Sciences, has been designed to give 
students a variety of off-campus "real world" patient care 
experiences and provide them with the quantity and quality 
of experience needed to develop a highly competent health 
care practitioner. The department encompasses five major 
divisions: the Clerkship Program, the Community Eye 
Care Program, the External Clinic Program, Externship 
Program and External Residency Program.
Clerkship Program (Elective)

This program affords an opportunity for students in 
their first years of professional school training to spend 
time in a variety of optometric practice settings. It permits 
them to observe firsthand different patient handling 
protocols, office formats, practice, etc.. and to put to use 
much of the basic classroom and laboratory material to 
which they have been exposed.
Externship Program

During the fourth professional year, students spend a 
quarter of the year in an institutional setting and a second 
quarter in a private practice setting, providing patient care 

, under the supervision of highly qualified preceptors. 
Students are also required to extern at; .ite with emphasis 
in contact lenses and at a site with emphasis in the manage­
ment of ocular disease. Externships offer the student the 
opportunity to refine patient care abilities, while making 
an easy transition from the role of a student to the role of 
a practitioner. Because of the variety of choices available, 
many of which are outside the Philadelphia area, students 
should plan on spending time off campus during their 
fourth year. Externship sites emphasize interdisciplinary 
large group and specialty care. Externship assignments arc 
tailored to complement the clinical experiences of the 
student.
CS42I Externship 112.5 Quaner Houn (13 weeks, 40 
hours * of patient can per week in a private practice) 
(Prerequisites: CS341 Professional Practice V III and approval 
of assistant dean I..
Provides students u ith patient care experiences in over 
139 private practice externship locations in the United 
States.

CS431 Externship II 12.5 Quaner Houn 113 weeks,
40 hours * of patient care per week in an institutional 
externship 11 Prerequisites: CS341 Professional Practice VIII 
and approval of assistant dean).
Provides students with patient care experiences in over ~9 
institutional locations in the United States.
CS441 Externship III (additional) 12.5 Quancr Honrs 
113 weeks, 40 houn‘  of patient care per week) i Prerequisites: 
Acceptable scholastic performance in CS421-431 Externship I 
and I I  and approval of assistant dean i.

In some instances, extcrns are required to work more than 40 
hours/week if  the office to which they are assigned has patient 
care more than 40 hours/u eek).

External Residency Program
The College has residency programs approved by the 

Council on Optometric Education at six Veterans 
Administration (VA) facilities, an air force base, and an 
ambulatory eye care center. The purpose of the residencies i 
to give the graduate optometrist from an accredited school 
or college of optometry one year of advanced training that 
further complements the training and education at the 
professional college. (For more information, sec section 
entitled Post-Graduate Opportunities.)
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AN CHO RAGE ' Area Code (907)
Albert. Dennis L .. O.D................................................ 2702 Gambcll. #102,272-7211
Arnold, Robert. M.D............................................................542 W. 2nd Ave., 276-1617
Bach. E.E., O .D 3401 Denali Si.. #204.561-8120
Bach, Phillip W., O.D 3401 Denali Si.. #204.561-8120
Bancroft, Edward. O.D 4045 Lake Otis Pkwy., #203.562-2020
Bigelow, Donald E„ O.D......................... 670 Firewecd Ln„ Ste, 236-A. 276-3773
Blower, Victoria, O.D 207 E . Northern Lights Blvd.. Ste. 101,272-9800
Brinkcrhoff, Dennis, O.D....................................2702 Gambcll, Sic. 102.272-7211
Crouch, Edward, M.D 542 W. 2nd Ave., 276-1617
Dobson, Steven S., O.D............................1000 E . Diamond Blvd.. #101.349-6932
Falconer. James C„ O.D 1345 W. 9th Ave., 272-2557
Falconer, James C„ O.D 4300 Boniface Pkwy,, 337-7934
Falconer. M.C., O.D 1345 W. 9th Ave., 272-2557
Falconer, M.C., O.D 4300 Boniface Pkwy., 337-7934
Faulkner, William D., O.D..................................................400 L  St., #104,276-1984
Freeborn, Dennis, O.D...................................... 6311 DeBarr Rd„ Ste. D. 333-6040
Freeman, Anne, O.D 1345 W. 9th Ave., 272-2557
Gonnason, Jeff. O.D...............................2211 E . Northern Lights, #202, 276-2080
Hagge, Hal E„ O.D.......................................... 200 W. 34th Ave., Ste. 273,561-0511
Kjonie, Gary, O .D.......................................1000 E. Diamond Blvd., #101, 349-6932
McLaughlin. Timothy B„ O.D............800 E. Diamond Blvd.. #22SA, 349-3566
Miller. Robert W.. O.D................................................................... 2606 C St.. 279-3041
Richardson, Kenneth, M .D  ..................................... 542 W. 2nd Ave.. 276-1617
Rigg. Robert, M.D 542 W. 2nd Ave., 276-1617
Roselius, R. Thomas, O.D...................................... 2600 Denali. Ste. 603.274-7825
Samaniego, Daniel D.. O .D 1345 W. 9th Ave., 272-2557
Sternberg, Aharon. O.D 542 W. 2nd Ave., 276-1617
Thanepohn, D .L., O.D........................................................1345 W. 9lh Ave., 272-2557
Thanepohn, D .L., O.D 4300 Boniface Pkwy., 337-7934
Titzel, Gene, O.D................................................. 700 E. Nonhem Lights, 563-5504

CORDOVA
Box, Roy, O.D........................................................Cordova Hospital, 1-800-478-3584

E A G L E  R IV ER
Hagge. Hal, O.D....................................10928 Eagle River Rd.. Ste. 102,694-2020
Keene. Jeffrey, O.D....................................................16331 Heritage P 104, 694-2511

FAIRBAN KS
Graves, James C .. O.D Washington Plaza. Ste., 204. 474-8695
Johnson, Curtis, O.D...................................................................530 7th Ave., 456-4010
LeFcvre. Nancy. O.D.............................................................. 603 Lacey St., 452-2020
Lounsbury, John J .. O.D.........................................................124 N. Turner, 452-3894

HOM ER
Mastolier, Gary L..O .D ......................................................3953 Bartlett St.. 235-5120
Walker. Boyd. O.D.......................................................3726 Lake St., Ste. J . 235-7745

JUNEAU
Box. Roy. O.D........................................ 9309 Glacier Hwv., Ste.. A-102,789-3175
Breffcilh, Robert. M.D...................................... 3268 Hospital Dr. Ste. A, 586-2700
Kemp. Gilbert H„ O.D...................................... 611 W. Willoughby Ave., 586-2135
Matson, James N., O.D...................................................... 800 Glacier Ave., 586-9864
Messerschmidt, Forrest B„ O.D.................... 8800 Glacier Hwy„ #105, 789-1855
Preecs, Gordon, M.D..........................................3268 Hospital Dr. Ste. A , 586-2700

KEN AI
O’Connell. Robert O., O.D................................................. Bcnco Building, 283-7575
Swamcr, Dennis A .. O.D......................................................Benco Building. 283-7575

KETC H IK A N
Christianson, Eric, O.D...............................................................348 Main St. 225-3975
Swearingen, Rick, O.D....................................................... 410 Mission St., 225-2020

KO D IA K
Myers. Jeremiah. O.D......................................................... 326 Center Ave.. 486-6117
Shank. John. O.D....................................................................... 104 Center St.. 486-5504

NOME
Keene. Jeffrey, O .D......................................................Nome Dental Office. 443-2055

PALM ER
Albert. Dennis L„  O.D  .535 W. Evergreen, 745-4373
McKinley, Richard, O.D.............................1150 S. Colony Way, Ste. 10 745-2030

ALASKA PETERSBU RG
Box. Ro). O.D  ............................Petersburg Gen. Hospital. 1-800-478-3584
Matson. James N.. O.D.....................................Petersburg Gen. Hospital, 772-3132

SELD O VIA
O’Connell. Robert O.. O.D.....................................Seldnvia Medical Cir., 234-7825

SEWARD
O’Connell. Robert O.. O.D.....................................................402 4th Ave.. 224-3071

sil’KA
Hagerman. Wayne. O.D 7(H) Kailain St., #C, 747-6644

SOLDOTNA
Demske. John. O.D................................................................ 155 Smith Wy„ 262-3168

VALDEZ
Kjome. Gary. O.D 207 Kobuk. 835-2220

W ASILLA
Arnold. Robert, M.D..............................935 E West Point Dr.. Ste. 207.373-0225
Coon. Lynn J.. O.D.................................................................... 418 N. Main. 376-7488
Crouch. Edward, M.D............................... 935 E . West Point Dr., Ste. 207, 373-0225
Falconer. James C.. O.D. 351 Swanson Ave.. #2, Wusillu Prof. BIrig..376-5266
Falconer. M.C..O.D 351 Swanson Ave., #2, Wasilla Prof. Bldg.. 376-5266
Freeman. Anne. O.D................................................351 W. Swanson Ave.. 376-5266
McKinley. Richard. O.D.............................950 E. Bogard Rd.. Sle. 206, 373-2020
Richardson. Kenneth. M.D......................935 E . West Point Dr.. Ste. 207, 373-0225
Rigg. Robert. M.D......................................935 E . West Point Dr.. Ste. 207, 373-0225
Sternberg. Aharon. O.D............................ 935 E . West Point Dr.. Ste. 207 373-0225
Thanepohn. D.L.. O.D. ..351 Swanson Ave.. #2. Wasilla Prof. Bidg.. 376-5266

W R A N G ELL
Box. Roy. O.D................................................... Thunderbird Hotel. 1-800-478-3584

IDAHO
A M ERICA N  FA LLS  Area Code (208)
Clouse. Richard, O.D.............................................................. 213 Idaho St., 226-2785
Thomas. Jamie, O.D................................................................ 213 Idaho St., 226-2785

ARCO
Karg, William F.. O.D............................................................. City Building, 527-8294

B LA C K FO O T
Marshall, Dennis. O.D.............................................745 W. Bridge St. #A. 785-3063
Matsuura. Stanley. O .D................................................. 40 S. Spruce. #201.785-7274
Peterson, Leon C„ O.D...........................................................310 W. Idaho. 785-2210

BO ISE
Andregg, Randy L .. O.D.........................................610 Americana Blvd., 336-7200
Bigelow, Paul. O.D...............................................1720 N. Five Mile. #902. 322-1771
Bigelow, Paul, O.D........................................... 300 Mallard Dr. Ste. 110,342-4841
Bocspflug. Dan. O.D................................................ 1166 N. Cole Rd.. #C, 322-1144
Clements, Steven D„ O.D........................................... 9504 Fairview Ave., 323-7785
Faure, William E.. O.D....................................... 1720 N. Five Mile. #902. 322-0411
Faure, William E.. O.D....................................300 Mallard Dr.. Ste. 110.342-4841
Lee, Randolph, O.D................................................... 1070 N. Curtis. #130, 375-3871
Magwirc. R.D., O.D...................................................1070 N. Curtis. #130, 375-3871
McRae. Robin S., O.D................................................... 1307 W. Jefferson. 342-8995
Muto. John H.. O.D.........................................................1175 W. Boise Ave.. 384-9194
Pitkin. D.H., O.D.........................................................8430 Fairview Plaza, 376-3550
Reynolds. Terrence J., O.D.......................................1070 N. Curtis, #130,375-3876
Robison. Daniel A.. O.D............................................... 1175 W. Buisc Ave., 384-9194
Snapp, Steven. O.D.......................................................... 300 Mallard. #110.342-4841
Stamper. Patricia, O.D.......................................... 111 Broadway. Sic. 135.384-5924
Stewart. C .R .. O.D..................................................... 610 Americana Blvd.. 336-7200
Stewart, Charles W., O.D........................................ 610 Americana Blvd.. 336-7200
Stewart, Charles W„ O.D 415 E. Parkcentcr Blvd.. Ste. 122, 343-2020
Turner. R .E.. O.D......................................................................1665 Hill Rd.. 336-2020
Vail, J.W., O.D...................................................................3417 N. Cole Rd.. 377-1102
Ward. David. Jr.. O.D............................................... 1301 S. Five Mile Rd„ 322-8381
Winbigler.Todd D.. O.D................................................634 E . Boise Avc„ 344-8758

BONNER’S FER R V
Barker, Mark. O.D 420 N. Main - U.S. Hwv 95N.. 267-2020
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STATE OF ALASKA
1992 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

FISCAL NOTE BILL NQ._HB 336 _

Department Affected: Commerce &  Economic Development
BRU: Occupational LicensingComponent: Administration_____________________________________House HESSSponsor:Requestor: House HESS, COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING F Y  93 F Y  94 FY 95 F Y  96 FY 97 F Y  98

P E R S O N A L  SERVICES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

T R A V E L 0.0 0.0 0,0 .. 0.0 0.0 0.0

C O N T R A C T U A L 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

SUPPLIES 0.0 0.0 p o

oo

0.0 0.0

E Q U I P ME N T 0,0 0.0 __ 0.0 0.0 0,0 0.0

L A N D  &  STRUCTURES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

GRANTS, CLAIMS 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

M ISCELLANEOUS . 0,0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

T O T A L  OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

REVENUE 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
G E N E R A L  F U N D 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

F E D E R A L  F U N D S 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

O T H E R 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

T O T A L 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIM E 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
PART-TIME 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
TEMPORARY 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of current year impact: . None_
A N A LYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

The bill amends the optometry statutes to authorize the use of pharmaceutical agents in the 
practice of optometry. New funds are not required to implement this bill.

42______ 4X.
Prepared By: Jennifer Strickl&r Phone.’ 465-2144
Division: Occupational Licensing . Date: 02/19/92

Approved hy Commissioner: Glenn A. Olds /  M 1 M
Agency: Commerce & Economic Development -̂--------------- / ___________  Date: d '  ^ ^  ^__

Distribution (by preparer): Legislative Finance, Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB, &  Impacted Agcncy(ies). 
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A LA SKA  STATE LEG ISLATU RE
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Q e o r g i a n n a  L i n c o l n

HESS C om m ittee , C o -C ha ir /  L L \  P.O. Box V
Resources Com m ittee , V ice -Cha ir ; V i-  J ^ - i :  Juneau, Alaska 99811

8udge t Subcomm ittees '-j_ !'•-»* '-iV?' /
Health and  Social Services - Phone: (907) 465-3732

Revenue : FAX: (907)465-2652

Alatna
A llakaket
Aniak
A nvik
Arctic V illage
Beaver
Betties
Birch C reek
Cha lky its ik
Chuathba luk
C rooked  C reek
Evansville
Fort Y ukon
Galena
G ray ling
H o ly  C ross
Hughes
Huslia
Kalskag
Kaltag
K oyu kuk
Lake M inchum ina
Lime V illage
Low er Kalskag
M an ley H o t Springs
M arsha ll
M cG rath
M in to
M ounta in V illage
N iko la i
N u la to
P ilo t Station
Pitkas Poin t
Ram part
Red D ev il
Ruby
Russian M ission
Shage luk
Sleetmute
St. M ary's
Stevens V illage
S tony R iver
Takotna
Tanana
Telida
Tu luksak
Tyonek
Venetie
W iseman

TO:

FROM:

DATE:

RE:

M E M O R A N D U M

House Health, Education and Social Services Committee 

Representative Georgianna Lincoln 

February 13, 1992

Sponsor Substitute for House Bill 352 
Native Language Education Act

Alaska's Native languages are rich and varied in their spiritual, cultural and 
communication styles. They are also at the brink of extinction. Native 
Alaskans speak twenty distinct languages. Today we are on the threshold of 
seeing the first to go. Eyak, the Athabascan language of a people who 
thrived for 3,500 years along the Gulf of Alaska, has ana remaining Native 
speaker! She is 73 years old. Linguists predict that "short of a miracle or 
radical social change" we will lose 15, and possibly 18, of our 20 Native 
languages by the year 2055.

Sadly, the loss of Alaska Native languages is rooted in anti-Native language 
educational policies promoted by American missionaries and educators 
around the turn of the century. Schools played a critical role in efforts to 
assimilate Alaska Natives into the Western/Anglo religion, language and 
culture; in fact, children were punished for speaking their Native language.

Today, bilingual experts around the world are beginning to understand the 
relationship of the individual's indigenous language to his or her sense of 
well-being and self-esteem, as well as to academic success. What has been 
lost is a generation of parents who are unable to pass on their Native 
language to their children within the homes.

SSHB 352 asks schools where a majority of the students are Alaska Natives, 
to teach the language that is traditional within the community. It elevates the 
status of Native language by incorporating it into the school curriculum and 
asking that it be taught by certified or trained instructors. It allows for the
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delivery of language instruction by existing satellite instruction or other 
distance delivery technology, including computer programs and audio 
distance delivery.

Schools cannot, nor should they, carry the burden of Native language 
preservation alone. Parents, extended family members, and communities 
have important roles as well. In many villages, however, many of those tools 
are lost. We must have our schools involved and commited to teaching and 
preserving our Native languages. Presently, our schools are teaching 
Spanish, Russian, and Japanese to our children. Many who have the 
capability to extent their programs to include Native languages have not..

As a complement to this bill, Senator Murkowski is working with Congress to 
secure federal funding to help preserve Alaska's Native languages.
S. 1595, the "Alaska Native Languages Preservation and Enhancement Act 
of 1991" has passed the Senate and is awaiting House action. It will 
provide $2.5 miliion per year for five years, to assist in Native language 
preservation and education efforts in Alaska.

I encourage you to review some of the attached literature on the importance 
of Native language to academic outcomes, as well as the letters and 
resolutions of support from regional and statewide organizations, a few of 
which are the Alaska Federation of Natives, the White House Conference on 
Indian Education, the Denakkanaaga Elders Conference, the Tanana Chiefs 
Conference, Bristol Bay Area Health Corporation, and the Association of 
Village Council Presidents, the Village Participation Conference, and the 
Interior Education Council.

Thank you for your consideration. I welcome your support 
of SSHB 352.



’ .0 . Box 60 
Harrow, A laska 39723

Phone: 907-852-2611
J e s l i e  K a l e a k ,  S r . ,  M a y o r

y

N ovember 14, 1991

P a ts y Aamodt, S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  
N o r t h  S l o p e  B o ro ug h Scho ol  District 
P.O. B ox 169 
Barrow, A l a s k a  99723

P E ; APS* YOUTH RESO LUT IO N  9 1 * 0 1 5

Dear Mrs. A a m o d t ;

I h a v e  r e v i e w e d  y o u r  letter dated N o v e m b e r  8, 1991 on the 
s ubj ec t c a p t i o n e d  above and I w an t you to k n o w  t h a t  I f ully s u p p o r t  
t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  p a s s e d  b y  the A F N  Youth Convention.

T h e  N o r t h  Slope Borough is concerned a b o u t  t he y o u t h  l e a r n i n g  
o ur N a t i v e  culture. It is good to know that our y o u n g e r  g e n e r a t i o n  
is t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  p r e s e r v i n g  our culture and language. I r e c e n t l y  
f or wa r d e d  fa v or ab le  comments on s. 1595; a bi l l i n t r o d u c e d  in t he 
U.S. S e n a t e  that would est a bl is h a grant p r o g r a m  to p r o m o t e  t h e  
p r e s e r v a t i o n  of A l a s k a  N a t i v e  languages. T h i s  bill is e x p e c t e d  t o  
go to t h e  floor of the Senate for a v o t e  b e f o r e  the end of the 
year. A  c o p y  of th e latter has b ee n  attached.

Sincerely,

c : \ m i s c \ a fn 9 1 - 0 . 1 5
/
L
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Alaska State Legislature
i

Please enter into the record my testimony to the . H°us5— M££S -----------
committee name

committee on HB 326/352__________________t dated Feb. 14, 1992____________

bill/subject 

MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE:

MY NAME IS WILLIAM C. THOMAS SR. WHICH AT THIS TIME, I AM PRESIDENT OF THE SOUTHEAST 

NATIVE EDUCATION COMMISSION. I APPLAUD THE OPPORTUNITY THAT IS BEING PROVIDED YOU IN 

ADDRESSINO THIS ISSUE.

AT OUR MOST RECENT MFFTIN0,1 HIS CONCEPT WAS PRESENTED AND THE POSITION OF THE . 

COMMISSION IS TO ISSUE ITS FULL SUPPORT. I MUST EMPHASIZE HOWEVER, THAT IT IS LONG 

OYER DUE. IN THESE TRYINO TIMES WHEN THE WORLD OF EDUCATION IS TRYING TO BE MORE 

REPRESENTATIVE OF SOCIETY IN ENSURING THAT THF OPORTUNITY OF QUALITY EDUCATION IS 

AFFORDED. I'M CONVINCED THAT THIS BILL CAN BE ADOPTED WITHOUT TAKING AWAY FROM 

TRADITIONAL REWARDS OF CERTIFICATION FOLLOWING HAYING SATISFIED THE LEARNING 

PROCESS AND DEMONSTRATING YIA A SERIES OF TESTS TO PROYE QUALIFICATION TO BE A 

I tACHER. I FEEL THAT ALASKA IN PARTICULAR HAS BEEN NEGLECTED THE FORUM OR 

OPPORTUNITY TO TEACH THE LANGUAGES AND CULTURES WHILE OBSERVING TRADITIONALLY 

SECOND LANGUAGES AND CULTURES THAT ARE FOREIGN TO THIS COUNTRY.

Testifier

Southeast Native Education CnmnHss.ion
Representing (Optional)

2610 Fourth Ave. Ketchikan. Alaska
Address

225-1408
Phone No.

9/AA UgiilMiva Information Ollir»
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PAGE TWO
WILLIAM C. THOMAS SR.
TESTIMONY ON HB 326 AND 352

LANGUAGES AND CULTURES OF ALASKA WILL REMAIN FORIEGN SO LONG AS WE DO NOT INITIATE A 

CHANGE. I THINK THAT HOUSE BILL NO, 326 AND HB 352 INITIATES SUCH A CHANGE. IT IS THE 

INTENT OF THE SOUTHEAST NATIVE EDUCATION COMMISSION TO EXPAND THE INTENT OF THE BILL 

TO INCLUDE SCHOOL DISTRICTS IN THE URBAN SCHOOL DISTRICTS ACKNOWLEDGING THF FACT 

THAT ALTHOUGH THE NATIVE ENROLLMENT IS NOT THE MAJORITY, NUMBERS WISE, TOTALS A 

GREATER NUMBER THAN THOSE DISTRICTS OF SMALLER COMMUNITIES, WE ALSO FEEL THAT THE 

LEGISLATURE HAS A RESPONSIBILITY IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

WHILE SUPPORTING THIS LEGISLATION, TO PROVIDE A FORUM AND FACILTATE THE MECHANICS TO 

CXPCDITC THE INCLUSION OF ALASKA NATIVE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE TO EXISTING CURRICULUM.



N O R T H  S L O P E  B O R O U G H  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T

»ouch 169 • Borrow, Alaska 99723 (937) 852-5311 • FAX (907) *52-5984

O f f i c e  o f  t h e  

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t
Patsy A a m o d t ,  S u p e rin ten d en t

November 27,1901

Nummka School
n<n non
******* PiM,

M a i*  99721 
(907) 661-2226 
FAX (907) 661.3402

A/puai K t jlu  
M *6o M'nar Sohact 
M iam i, A la i*  99791 
(W ) 6326317 
Fa x  (9U7) 623*215

Barrow WksJiro 
Sorrow H ifK  School 
Poach 1930 
Harrow, M a t*  99723 
(907) 6324930

s m s  warn
Barrow MLSdli Sefrocl 
Pouch 8930 
Barrmv, A iu *  99723 

. . . V 6324930
I
,’tltc Fa*

' "Frtd 1 false k 
Ehm M ary S iic o i 

Bax *30
Sorrow, A las I t  99723 
(907) 832*711

Kauoiookkam i 
HorMd K en o lo o l School 
Sex 10
K oU o rlt M a s* 99741 
1907) 6404626 
PAX (901) 6404717

iVulfiw Trappin 
Trappsr School 
Nall**, Alaska 99789 
(907 )4804712  
FAX (907) 4904621

T liiio j Horpoeasn 
71814*4 School 
Bat 148
Pol*/ Hop*, A la s*  99766 
(907) 368-2662 a r 2663 
FAX (907) 366-277(1

CaUyQortiM  
C ally Schott 
Pol*/ Lay. A la i*  99739 
•**>) 833-1S12

(too) u « m

Alaska State Beard of Education 
Mr. Joe Montgomery, President 
1048 Beech Lane 
Anchorage, Alaska 90501

Dear President Montgomery:

The North Slope Borough schood District Board of 
Education has long recognized the Importance the* our 
Inupltq language has tor tne strength and continuity of our 
Inuplaq culture.

It la with pride that we support the enclosed Resolution u 
#91*015, which our young people presented at the 
Federation of Natives Youth Convention, it fa very gratifying 
to ua that our young people express so strongly their wish 
to maintain their heritage.

We, the Board of Education, fully endoraa the attached 
Resolution #91*015 and are determined to support our 
students In their desire to maintain our native language.

We request your support for any currant or future native 
language/culture legislation that would achieve our goals.

Roy Nsgeak, President, Board of Education 
North Slope Borough School District

Patsy A. Aamodt, Superintendent 
North Slope Borough School District

••sUakHaiHao 
Alai School 
Boa 10
W alrnH ihi.A loitoO rm
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TITLE:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHE RE A S:

W H ER E AS :

W H ER E AS :

WHE RE A S:

ALASKA FEDERATION OF NATIVES, INC.

1991 YOUTH CONVENTION

RESOLUTION NO. 91-015

P R E S E R V A T I O N  OF THE NATIVE L A N GU A GE

The Native Language is cne of the most important 
possessions for any culture; and

The loss of a language is the loss of the most 
important aspect of a culture; and

Local Native languages are deteriorating and are 
practically lost; and

Our elders and adults know the Native language, 
the younger generation is less familiar with 
sentences and know very little about their 
original culture, although they are familiar with 
their Native language and cultural background; and

We must take action to make a difference to 
change this problem, also to preserve our 
cultural background, and to have our future 
generation familiar with their native language 30 
we do not lose our language completely, and

If we work together we can have excellent results 
which would save the past, make a difference in 
the present, and to think about the future;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: That effort be made to provide 
the opportunity to learn their Native Language,
ECE through 12th grade; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That each tribe or village be allowed
the right to declare che local native language as 
the official language in which business will be 
conducted and records kept, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the school monitor the
achievements that the Native language classes 
attain; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the district have a solid
curriculum for native language teachera; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: The school district invest more money
and time into the Native language classes so that 
it will arouse the interest of students and the 

- students will want to attend native language 
classes.
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K A K E  T R I B A L  C O R P O R A T I O N

P.O. Box 263 • Kake, AK 99830 • (907) 785-3221 • Fax: (907) 785-6407
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Gordon L  Jackson Presldent/CEO 
Harold Martin Vice Presldont
Stanley Adams Secretary
Lolanda Cavanaugh Treasurer
Wllhur Brown, Sr. Director
Archie Cavanaugh, Jr. Director
Clarence Jackson, Sr. Dlroctor
Norman Jackson Director
Henrtch Kadake, Sr. Director

F e b r u a r y  12,  1992G e o r g i a n n a  L i n c o l n ,  S t a t e  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  Pouch VJ u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811Dear R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  L i n c o l n :I wanted to w r i t e  and l e t  you know t h a t  C o r p o r a t i o n  s u p p o r t s  House B i l l  #352,  an ac t  t a r g e t  a program to s p e c i f i c a l l y  a d d r e s s  our N a t i v e  L a n g u a g e s .  We b e l i e v e  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  our s c h o o l  s y s t e m .  No o t h e r
Kake T r i b a l  d e s i g n e d  to d y i n g  A l a s k a  to be impor t a n t , b i l l  w i 11 e n a b l eour c u l t u r a l  H e r i t a g e  to s u r v i v e  than t h i s  b i l l  as we are  c o n v i n c e d  the s u r v i v a l  o f  our l a n g u a g e  i s  c r i t i c a l .Thank You and B e s t  W i s h e s .

i
S i n c e r e l y ,



{  J n i v e r s i t y  O F  A laska FairbanksInterior Campus-Tok Center
College of Rural Alaska 
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Representative Georgianna Lincoln 
P.O. Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

November 4, 1991

Dear Representative Lincoln:

! would like to take this opportunity to give affirmative testimony on 
behalf of HB 352. I am also attaching a copy of my recent letter to 
Senator Murkowski which is supportive of his SB 1595. Because much of 
my reasoning for supporting HB 352 and SB 1595 is the same, I will try to 
expand on some key focal points which your bill and ultimately your 
position might have more immediate impact.

First, I concur with the strong language of the bill which would legislate 
"must" compliance throughout the REAA school systems. The stronger the 
language, the better.

Second, the issue of requiring native language in REAA's points out a 
greater weakness in our schools. Specifically, regional schoolboards now 
have the authority to demand such programs, but for the most part they 
have not. It is my growing opinion that the majority of REAA school boards 
are "progammed" by their respective administrators. Subsequent training 
by most statewide and regional organizations reinforce the limitations of 
boardmembers' powers rather than the potential impact they may make 
(especially as individuals) if taught the strategies for doing so. Whether 
by design or by default, well-meaning school board members eventually 
become passive members in their respective education systems. Because 
boardmembers are consistently being "trained" away from independent 
thought and action, new attempts at changes such as a required native 
language curriculum are thwarted by entrenched administration and their 
influence over unwary boards.



It would be much too easy to imply that only non-native board members 
have not supported initiatives aimed at requiring native language and 
cultural programs in their schools. Having attended statewide school 
board meetings and having talked with numerous boardmembers throughout 
the state including members of my own regional board, I am sadly 
surprised repeatedly at the lack of "active" support by native 
boardmembers to get language in their own schools. Much too often, 
boardmembers have accepted their administration's explanations and 
reasons against such changes. Programs are acknowledged as being "nice", 
but not viable ("We don't have the money", "There are no qualified 
teachers", "The state does not recognize such curriculums", or simply, "We 
will look into it"). One of many important issues for rural Alaska and our 
native cultures, language curriculum has been within the reach of our 
school districts all along.

This is not meant to be a simple criticism of regional school boards 
because the implications are much greater. Local control of schools 
perhaps is not truly local control in an applied sense. Is it possible that 
some of our boardmembers have been "trained" too well to take a risk or 
go against the grains of outdated or artificially limiting policy, procedure, 
or administrative manipulation?

Without going into a longer expository of examples and rationale, suffice 
it to say that it is all the more important that your bill be passed and 
implemented as soon as is possible. If native language is to come to REAA 
schools, it will do so only by direct legislation and subsequent 
enforcement.

Lastly, thanks to the requests from several of our elders over the past 
couple of years and with more recent growing interest from our younger 
people, we have developed a new UAF two year degree which will prepare 
local Athabascan teachers at a certification level that should qualify for 
professional recognition by DOE and local school districts. !t Ls modeled 
after and coordinated with the Yukon Native Language Centre (YNLC) in 
Whitehorse. As you may already know, the Yukon and Northwest Territories 
have certified native language teachers in 17 of their school systems.
Each of their instructors was trained and certified by YNLC. Their 
certification process is comparable to 30 UAF credits and is the core of 
the new UAF Associate of Applied Science degree. YNLC graduates are 
recognized as professional teachers in Canada. Their teacher's pay scale


