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Testimony of: Kirk M. Thomas
STG Box 1312
Ketchikan, Alaska 99901
(907) 225-3665
Given on: April 25, 1991 during a hearing at the. Iegiislative
affairs office in Ketchikan Alaska regarding House Bill # 268.
Good Marping, My name ia Kirk Thomas. | am a resident of
Ketchikan and have owned and operated businesses here for the Past
ears. | am also the President of the Ketchikan District of

8

f'Thg Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints" with 761 members
in Ketchikan, Petersburg, Wrangell, Metlakatla, and Prince of Wales
Island. It is in this "capacity that | address you this morning.

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints considers
abortion to be one of the most revolting and sinful practices of
this day and any member of the church who submits to, iB a party
to, or performs “an abortion is subject to church discipline except
in cases where the preqnancy resulted from rape or incest or the
life of the mother would be severely threatened if the pregnancy
were to continue.

_The church js a recognized leader in the world in promoting
family life and free agencCy. It also teaches us as members to be
actively involved in our communijties and to 3ee that good men and
women are elected and supported in public office.

~ | .am here to express our opposition to House Bill No. 268.
This bill as written professes to provide for a woman’s right to
choose abortion without governmental interference. If there is to
be no governmental interference, . there should also he ng
governmental promotion of, or participation in the performance of
an abortion. = HB No, 268 clearly brings the government into a
participatory role where it has no business being.

State funding of "on demand" abortions is an unacceptable cure
to a serjous social ill in our society, Fupds being misdirected hy
our legislators for this purP_ose will onlY serve” to deprive thé
vast majority of the population of quality education and pther
basic servicés which are legitimately provided by the government.

_ Because of the far reaching legal -implications of this bill
(evidenced by. current problems in> other states) we stronRI_y
encourage the involvement of the Judiciary Committee prior to this
bill being debated in the State House.

We recognize the complexities involved in the issue of
abortion but want the record to show that our membership .will be
_stronagly encouraged NOT to support any public official who
introdutCes, co-sponsors, or supports an_y_le?_lslatmn that will
involye state funding or other partlc(l)pamn in this most
.vbominable practice. THANK YOU
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April 25,1991

RE: H.B. 268
Dear Legislators:

As co-chairperson of Coalition of Alaskans for
Choice/Ketchikan, I am submitting testimony that a large
S of concegrned citizens.in K tch kan aws
of Ataska régarding  réprodtictive choice" Must°be safegddtded,
H.B. 268 would serve such purpose.

The current administration has overtly announced its
non-support of the right to obtain a legal abortion;
further, it intends to intefere with this right by severely
limiting tho ability of woman, especially thoet who are
without financial means, from obtaining a legal abortion.
Historically the State of Alaska has provided payment
for medical services including therapeutic/elective abor—
tions for persons eligible for such assistance.

The Coalition in Ketchikan,which consists of over
200 current members, will support and work to ensure that
reproductive choice suffers no further erosion of righ.ts
under Alaskan law. The Coalition strongly urges your
continued support for H.B. 268. Thank you for your time
and efforts to listen to the concerns of our citizens
throughout the State.

Respectfully,

Carmen Nantez

Co-chairperson

Coalition of Alaskans for Choice/Ketchikan
P.0. Box 9021

Ketchikan, AK 99901
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bill/subject

This bill is objectionable not only for the specifics of 1its
language but also for 1its intent and the pro-abortion mentality 1is
based. By repealing AS 18.60.010, hospitals and individuals who oppose
abortion on demand on moral grounds and feel they cannot participate 1in
or provide assistance to the abortionist would lose all protection from
liability, As the law stands now, no hospital or individual has to help
the abortions kill babies nor can be held liable for refusing to violate
the most deep felt sincere convictions. Why do you want to force people
and hospitals to chose between the threat of litigation or possible loss
of employment and participation in. what, to them, 1is a murder? Why do
you want to force pro-life hospitals, nurse, and doctors to join in such
horrible deeds?

It is especially appalling that you want to keep parents 1in the
dark when it comes to their minor daughter facing dangerous surgery that
could leave her sterilized, paralyzed or dead. I1"d like to cite the
case of 13 year old Dawn Rav"enell who died as a result of an abortion at
the Eastern®s Women Center in Manhattan in 1985, She was 21 weeks
pregnant when her baby was aborted and her parents never even knew she
was pregnant until tha hospital called to say she was 1in a coma. The
parents have since received a $1 millon plus judgement for negligent
death from the abortion mill, Your bill would allow such things to
occur here. Our children can®t go on a field trip to the fire station
or even get an aspirin without notification of the parents yet you want
to keep parents in the dark when the 1life of their daughter and
grandchild 1is on the line. How can you be for such nonsense? You
should amend the parental permission bill to make it acceptable to the
federal constitution as the state of Minnesota has done. When their law
was in effect, there was a 37% decrease in teen pregnancy from 1981-

1986*
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As long as /. have mentioned the danger of so-called safe and legal
abortions, I1"d like to speak on the case of Susanne Logan who 1is
currently almost completely paralyzed as a result of a "safe" abortion
at the Hillview Women®"s Medical Surgical Center in Maryland, The CBS 60
Minutes program aired an investigation of the place just last week and
it was truly appalling, Perhaps the worse aspect was that this clinic
is still in operation because Maryland has recently adopted the same
sort of legislation as this bill purposes. They have no effective laws
on the conduct of abortion clinics. The requirement of this bill that
the_ Dept, of HHS adopt no regulation that increases the cost or
availability of abortion means that not even the most reasonable or
achievable regulation 1is possible, Ms Logan was paralyzed because no
antidote for her anesthesia was in the clinic and the resuscitation
equipment was broken. Simple requirements such as this should be 1in
practice but could not be under HB286 since that would 1increase cost.
Rather make abortion safer, this bill makes it more dangerous.

On a broader view of this issue, 1°d like for you to think back to
about 140 or 150 years ago when a practice as evil as abortion was in
our land, the enslavement of black African-americans. The logic of the

slaveowner and the abortionist is amazingly parallel, slave owners
claimed & right to private property just like the abortion supporters
claim a right of private choice, the unborn and black people have both

been referred to as something less than fully human under the law, under
the Fugitive Slave Act each person and political entity, no matter if
they where anti- or pro-slavery were required not to interfere with the
slave owners rights but actually had to cooperate with authorities 1in

the return of escaped slaves. This bill 1is the reincarnation of the
Fugitive Slave Act because like slavery abortion is based on a racist
view of a certain portion of our population. You can not embrace the

language or intent of this bill without embracing a racist view of the
unborn child.

On listening to the tele-conference of this bill, I noticed one
thing its supporters have in common. They have all had the chance to be
born. Choice on any issue only has value if the one most affected has

the opportunity to choose.
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aRchO1ocese of anchoRage
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Office of the Archbishop

April 25, 1991

Representative Lincoln

The two disconnects at Anchorage made it impossible for me to wait longer
to testify during today's teleconference on House Bill 268.

I submit my written testimony and will send a more lengthy critique of the
bill later.

This is not a bill that should be rushed through the legislature.

q-Francis T. JWrley /
Archbishop of Ancho/'age
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, Testimony . . .
House Committee on H%Ith guc% dn and Social Services
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Today | make two points.

The first is crlttqé e of HB 268 offe[
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Bishop Kaniecki joins me in opposing this bill.
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Thank you for your time.
With your permission | will submit a written critique at a later date.



v a9 1 s

Date: April 25, 1991

To: Rep. Georgianna Lincoln
House HESS Chair

From: Marge Hays, President
League of Women Voters Alaska (LWVAK)

Re: Senate Bill 249

The League of Women Voters of Alaska met at the statewide
convention this past weekend, and in their d“’@CﬂCTBtOﬂ’ElIHd,

asked that | write immediately in support of S 249.

The League strongly feels that women are entitled to make their own
choices regarding abortion. Women in low income situations
should not be deprived of this option. In addition, Medicade should
not be with-held for those needing financial assistance in this
private matter.

We have a National LWV position which has been the basis for active
lobbying in the US. congress concerning this issue.

We stronglu uroe uou to suDDort this hill in its entirptn

Thank you.
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My position Is pro-choice. [Itls not for or against abortion. My personal feelings about abortion, about
whether Itls rigit or wrong, whether the procedure Is killirg a baby or removing foreign tissue has no
place In the discussion of what Is a very personal Individual decision about a procedure that Is now
legal and should remain so.

lam a ralist. Iknow that whether or not abortion Is legal, they will continue to take place. Those
women who can afford them will have them, legal or not. Those who cantafford them will have to
depend on the willingness of the system to provide them. Unfortunately there are those who will use
their hold on the purse strings to enforce treirwill on others. They know how powerful Is that cotrol,
and sadly, so do many otherwomen Inthis couttry.

Why must this be about power and ocomtrol? Why must women and the children they are forced to bear
suffer because of the willfulness of those In power? Wouldn™t ltbe better to use that power for health
and education of those who are here?

Right now we are hearing the complaints about the cost of the educational system, the health and
welfare system, even the highways and housing Inthisstate. 1don"t understand why, at the same time
those complaints are being volcad, women are being told they must bear the chilld they feel unable and
uwilling to bring Into this world.

Somehow that sounds to me like giving birth to a diild ks a sort of punishment for sexual activity
deemed Inappropriate by aome. A scarlet latter, an "lllggitimate’ child, You want to dance, honey,
you"re going to have to pay the piper.

Oh yes, we hear about the lack of children available for adoption. Are we saying these pregnant
women are baby factories? Can"twe understand that once they have carried the baby to term, they will
want to keep 2 [Itoften Isn"t lack of love or caring that bringswomen to the need of an abortion. It
may be lack of support from family, friends, spouse, Itmay be any combination of things bringing the
woman towhat Ise vary personal decision.

And that brings this statement right back to where Istarted, Abortion lksand must remain, a very
personal decision. Itmust be available to dllwomen In this state, regardless of their ability to pay. And
those of us not able to bear children, or not likely to, have no business Involving ourselves In other
people”s decisions.

Martha (Vartlo) Rozkydal
P.0. Box 400 MIT TA L M
Palmer, AK 89645 NO. OF

106-220, Claytime o
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| have carefully road this Bill and oan only wonder why any thinking
person would object to it. It provides for keeping peace in a family where
parental domination is severe toward daughters. It also provides for keeping
the government and its agents out of the private lives of all oouples.

This B ill provides for both medical and dental care in the spirit
of our new national governmental policy of being kinder and more gentle in
all we do.

| muot commend members of both the House and Senate for their
progressive stand in presenting theBo Bills. Support for passage of the Bills
can be measured by deduoting the vocal few who object from the total e»ligible
voters. ThiB message needs to be broadcast statewide so there will be plain

understanding of exactly what is stated in Bill 268»

Signed: Mrs. Lois M. Knapp

Testifier
Myself, and a few friend*

Representing (Optional)

P. Q. Box 272. Houaton. 99694
Address

692 - 6304

Phone No.
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Alaska State Legislature

Piease enter into the record my testimony to the
A committee name

committee on M - %dated ~
bill/subject
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Woendoraft HR 268 without th® [® aet ® qulro«ation.
To deny wowen any~right be«auso of their e«ono*i« plight
would be a blight upon the «ons»ien«e of Alaska.

Ernest E. Line Marls M. Line
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the
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committee on [0*.>"'gql

bill/subject

(fa

A ~huch

U /"Too

TOW0RA T O &)

Represen ing (Optional) \ U~

n/a omJﬁJ I. . fyfcO i
a"LGﬂW

V Pnone No.

o* .



APR 25 *91 12:50 LEG. AFFAIRS - KETCHIKAN

HEALTH, EDUCATION & SOCIAL SERVICES
COMMITTEE HEARING ON mm
HB-268, THE REPRODUCTIVE PRIVACY ACT
THURSDAY, APRIL 25TH, 1991

B s

%ASIKA 99901
BESHBI%E REQUESTED BY NIILO KOPONEN PRIMARY SPONSOR

GOOD MORNING, MY NAME IS TERESA CREVIER. I'M A REGISTERED
VOTER IN DISTRICT ONE - KETCHIKAN AND I'M HERE TO SPEAK IN
OPPOSITION TO HB-260, THE REPRODUCTIVE PRIVACY ACT.

MY OPPOSITION TO ABORTION ON DEMAND COMES FROM MY OAN CRISIS
PREGNANCY EXPERIENCE, FROM WORKING IN A LOCAL CRISIS PREGNANCY

CENTER AS A LAY COUNSELER. AND THRU THAT SEEING FIRST HAND THE
dbvaotataiom adort|ON mas HA ON WOVEN AND MEN OF ALL AGES,

AND ALSO MY KNOWLEDGE OF THE ABORTION INDUSTRY ITSELF. THESE
THREE COMPONENTS FIRMLY CONVINCE ME THAT ABORTION COMPOUNDS
RATHER THAN SOLVES PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WITH A CRISIS
PREGNANCY.  THIS PRO-ABORTION LEGISLATION SEEKS TO MANDATE
STATE FUNDED ABORTION TO LOW-INCOME WOVEN FOR ANY REASON AND
ON "DEMAND". FURTHERMORE, IT MANDATES ABORTION AS AN
ALTERNATE METHOD OF BIRTH CONTROL WHILE TAKING AWAY THE
EXISTING RIGHT OF A HOSPITAL OR DOCTOR TO CONSCIENTIOUSLY
OBJECT TO PARTICIPATE IN AN ABORTION. IT ALSO ALLOWS STATE
AGENCIES TO PROVIDE ABORTIONS FOR MINORS WITHOUT PARENTAL
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Consent, this legislation places the state of alaska in great
FINANCIAL PERIL.

FINANCIAL RISK TO THE STATE COMES FROM FUNDING ABORTIONS TO
WOMEN, AND SPECIFICALLY ALLOWING MINORS TO HAVE A SERIOUS AND
DANGEROUS PROCEDURE AS ABORTION WITHOUT PARENTAL CONSENT.
ACCORDING TO A STUDY QUOTED FROM "ABORTED WOMEN, SILENT NO
MORE" DAVID REARDON, 1938:

%J/IQ/ISLFI CﬁBﬁ)g&lé\lG WOMEN HAVE PHYSICAL
6% HAVE HAD TOTAL HYSTERECTOMIES

8% REPORTED CERVICAL CANCER

6% HAD BLOCKED FALLOPIAN TUBES

9X HAD INFECTIONS

86X HAD CERVICAL INCOMPETENCE

16X HAD POST-OPERATIVE HEMORRHAGE
22% MISCARRIED A LATER WANTED CHILD

CARROL EVERTT. A PAST DIRECTOR OF 5 TEXAS ABORTION MILLS
ADMITTED ON AN NATIONAL RADIO SHOW THAT 1 OUT OF 500 WOMEN
HAVE SERIOUS PHYSICAL ABORTION-RELATED COMPLICATIONS.

ON SUNDAY, APRIL 21ST, 1991 THE TV NEWS SHOW 60 MINUTES

BEGAN TO EXPOSE THE ABORTION INDUSTRY. [T CENTERED ON THREE
WOMEN WHO OBTAINED ABORTIONS AT THE HILLVIEW ABORTION CLINIC
IN MARYLAND.  ONE WOMAN DIED. ONE WOMAN IS-PARALYZED FOR LIFE,
AND THE THIRD WOMAN WENT IN FOR AN ABORTION AND INSTEAD

RECIEVED A TOTAL HYSTERECTOMY. 60 MINUTES WENT ON TO INTER-
VIEW A FEMALE "PRO-CHOICE" MARYLAND LEGISLATOR. SHE WAS
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APPALLED AT THE LACK OF REGULATIONS REQUIRED FOR THE ABORTION
INDUSTRY.  SHE TRIED TO INTRODUCE SAFETY AND HEALTH REQUIRE-
MENT LEGISLATION FOR ABORTION MILLS AND WAS FOUGHT TOOTH AND
NAIL BY THE NATIONAL ABORTION RIGHTS LEAGUE, NATIONAL ORGAN-
IZATION OF WOMEN AND OTHER NATIONAL ABORTION RIGHTS ADOVATES.

THAT FEMALE "PRO-CHOICE" LEGISLATOR NOW BELIEVES BECAUSE OF
HER FINDINGS — AND THIS IS A DIRECT QUOTE “THAT NOW ALL
"PRO-CHOICE" ARGUMENTS ARE SUSPECT".

| STRONGLY RECOMMEND THAT ALL SPONSORS OF HB-268 WITNESS A
1ST TRIMESTER DILATION AND CURETTAGE ABORTION, A 2ND TRIMESTER
DILATION AND EVACUTION ABORTION, A SALINE OR (SALT POISIONING)
ABORTION, A PROSTAGLANDIN ABORTION AND A 3RD TRIMESTER HYSTER-
OTOMEY ABORTION. | RECOMMEND THIS BECAUSE OF THE LIABILITY
YOU PLACE THE STATE IN WHEN A MINOR SEEKS A STATE FUNDED
ABORTION WITHOUT PARENTAL CONSENT. THIS LEGISLATION EXPLOITS
WOMEN, DISRUPTS PARENTAL RIGHTS, AND MANDATES THE STATE TO
PARTICIPATE IN THE KILLING OF INNOCENT CHILDREN. WITHDRAW
YOUR SUPPORT TO THIS OFFENSIVE BILL. THANK YOU.
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter Into the record my testimony to the Health, Education & Social Services,
committee name

Finance scommittee on  HB-26 s dated V '1Q/91
bill/subject

| stron. h urqe P ssa e of Hsts & SBZZ+€1 to ensure rotec
f wom ens [ 0 on an birth cqontro woman a r|
on t ?reqnanc a drrect a fect on the qua it her ITe
ell any 0f ? [ng may bear. Z ?e o overcomrng
ur social” problems stems rom our capability to control

0
ctio
t as a woman has a right to pre-natal an st-n a| care, S0
he ls)e quaranteed accegss to apll types 0f g Pt(h c
chemrstry varies rt S erﬁ oTe Im eratrve th a
nnr bs available ena er to choose onﬁ th
as having a chrld rs a erson | choice which sh
n of the oman S0 ? ortroB Awomag
C miflation, mutratron orp ssible death by be
ortion hecause ndm% or aborHons
eral relief me rca assrstan e hoosrn r
decision which can and S ?uld ult te Iy
f. Often It 1S a fragedy for a woman
sion to economics, hut It s also a traged f% nY)o
a preg nanc ) term often threat nr ity
to ,groyr e for herself, []crng er to discontinue h er ed ucatron
which Is the major tactor in her ability to provide adequate care to

¥h k HB-268 and SB-2J+9 are well-thou nd written brlls J

that shoum be supported and] passed, Women gnustéhave the rr%

commence revent ?ontmue or terminate a cIrnact[/) r matter
é)ro oun Rersona choice. A woman's right ortron should not he'

hrn ered by her economic sfatus.

CD_‘j

Signed: J 111 Dobrydnia
Testlfler /
| am a member of wle Coalition of Alfkans for Cholce-Ketchikan,
Representing (Optionalte Stifying as an individual
P. 0. Box 653. Ward Covs. AK 00028
Address

£EA?2-9g ;207

Phone No.
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Alaska State Legislature
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Alaska State Legislature

Ploaoo ontor .'n+o the p—cord my IvollIWMy 10 MIH u s .
committee name

rnmmitfep on 13 h(O 1 t deHod- -V /3 T /Q J
billlsubject A
Qa QrjsipAH, Ntrvuu 6P stasvrLC
Jferel cfch-QGxEL&N an xU. \ JYVO <2-wo ISth”,yuhlh
v_pto yh tih .<-p 0—in . Jv» ~ <3 tL/ I-~Asyxa o~vtivlp
0Ano( xJ O-nfu. uUKAA > a
APIUIAYALCU 0-0- 3 ~hoM(~ACu™/SI arw £ Cu*y* tS& La vT>W
dM Jjuia M iyr* Jx oUNYyYyrMEADS Jw v M C o)
bA yyi& tj vnoh jfoJc~** ouyt& AjMriMulJHXLtcte u0ynxL™ "
CIL SYY'CLA | >nay CXAC U7 CALAV ALt JeUu o0 a& tCI SAJjLoi
C&> JuxpXnAhUrL.(i**L -p Y rifu™3 04 <3 «l
errttur A culU« wo--= Q ApyugHn
aM vitU A -y HtOvJu. oul-, & ha”cU ™ tctujcto& ~LP

MUsw ;w a'zvé/Lf/V*ae f> |p1anaj I Jayj’\ | U= A

Nouldm oAt tff ist»UIU*4oU"Lpa’\o,
Testifier
Representing (Optional)
& A S. Tona"s I\Ao:] an, Ac fﬂ/
"Address
Phor.e No.

3B il Inforitdon Clitee*



APR 29 '91 13:09 LEG. AFFAIRS - KETCHIKAN

TELECOPY COVER SHEET

Ketchikan Legislative Information O ffice
Office « (907) 2259871 Fax -(807) 221-8545

TOiA keSS ew FAX :f~-J3J/ « £ _PHONIB:

~ou. tdN Lid
INSTRUCTIONS: leshmny ti&n ftteen Matmm aka f><x 4 Me

RECEIVED: D*te TIm«

SENT: Date Time
DISPOSAL OF ORIGINAL . Dlicard Hold for Pickup
NUMBER OF PAGES: /] (ot counting sover sheet)

SENT BY:




APR 29 "91 13:09 LEG. AFFAIRS - KETCHIKAN
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Alaska State Legislature
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1551 Farmers Loop
Fairbanks, Alaska 99709
29 April. 1991

Hon. Ben Grussendorf _
Alaska State House of Representatives
Box V

Juneau. Alaska 998 H
Dear Rep. Grussendorf;

This letter is in support of HB 268. Surveys show that most Alaskans favor
women's right to choice in reproductive decisions without interference by
the State. 1amappalled that a_n0|s¥ minority may“be able to impose its
religious opinion against that right to choose on the majority. HB 268 is
aimed at protecting the right of choice for all women, but particularly
protects the rights of the disadvantaged tn enjoy equal justice which’is in
gopardy when the writing and amending of regulations is left to the Lt.
overnar.

Soliciting the views of women on this question will not result in receiving
opinions from the women whose rights are most threatened (whn rarely
vocalize their views); the poor and otherwise disadvantaged; tfiosewho
may be impaired hy dru?s or alcohol; and the verP/ young. Representative
government is designed to protect these é)BeopIe. hope you will see your
responsibility to them and support HB 268,

Sincerely,

Ruth G. Benson



Testimony Before House Health, Education and Social Services
by Laury Roberts Scandling
April 25. 1991

(not delivered orally due to lack of time)

My name is Laury Roberts Scandling. I am a fulltime student and
homemaker inJuneau. Ilwas bom and raised in Alaska and am the
mother of twins. 1l am speaking for myself as a consumei of several
reproductive choices, including motherhood, and, perhaps, | amnm

speaking for the women you won"t hear from: the Alaskan woman who
does not have a voice in this process nor the resources to deal with a
crisis pregnancy.

Il do not think there is anything new that one can say either in
support or in opposition to measures assuring reproductive privacy.
Abortion is a fundamental issue that tears at the conscience of each of
us, regardless of our position. Our beliefs are held dearly, as well they
should be.

As a woman and mother, | respect, understand and sympathize
with individuals who oppose abortion, for whatever reason. | just
happen to believe that they should not be able to make that choice for
everyone.

Nonetheless, this measure is not about permitting abortion,
access towhich was upheld by the U.S. Supreme Court 18 years ago.
Nor is it about choosing where our taxes dollars go. It is about ensuring
that the will of some will not penalize others for socioeconomic or
other reasons.

lam reminded of a story l uncovered about ten years ago when 1
was a reporter. An administrator in the state"s benefits division
unilaterally and secretly removed abortion as a covered health
insurance option for state employees. Once his action became public
the attorney general ordered that the benefit be reinstated.

This story illustrates what |1 find most frightening about this bill:
that itmust be considered at all, that one man believes so strongly in
his vision of the world that he will use political means to impose that
vision upon everyone.

Contrary to an oft-heard declaration, the people of Alaska have
not delivered a mandate. Two-thirds of the votes cast last November
were for gubernatorial candidates who favored choice.

So, when the clamor becomes deafening, keep this in mind:
Alaskans do not want government making the most personal of
choices for them.

I find it ironic that an administration elected on platform of
independence from government doesn®"t heed it when it comes to
controlling reproductive choice.

Il would like to close by thanking the many cosponsors,
particularly the Republicans, for standing up on this issue. While 1
believe reconsideration must be given to the section on parental

consent, the bill rightly codifies important public policy.

TO: All cosponsors



April 29, 1991

Representative Georgianna Lincoln
Committee Co-Chairwoman

P.0. Box V

Juneau, AK 99811

RE: House Bill 268

Dear Representative Lincoln:

I am writing to urge you to support House Bill 268. which

will protect a woman®s right to choose abortion. I do not
want a radical group of fundamentalists forcing their
religious beliefs on the public through force of law. There
are already too many unwanted children in the world who are
suffering from neglect and abuse. The focus should be on
how to better care for them 1instead of bringing still more
unwanted children 1into the world. I believe most of the

social and global problems we are facing, such as pollution/
global warming, drug abuse, and increased crime, are due to
over-population and the inability of our society to take
care of the people who already exist. The time has come to
focus on quality of life instead of quantity of life.

Every child should be a wanted child. It is a woman's
personal choice to decide how she deals with an unwanted
pregnancy, and it should remain her own choice- no one
else"s. Again, please support House Bill 268.

Sincerely,

Vicki Rentmeester
48700 East Road
Homer, AK 99603
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FflH #465-2652
Uoice # 465-3732 /| #465-4923

Co-Chairman of HESS (Health Educational Social Sendees)
Georgionna Lincoln

HB #268 - REPRODUCTIUE PRIUACY ACT

Please hold more public hearings on this uitol issue of HB #268.
Hbortion is a horrendous oltematlue to reproductiue responsibility.

Respectfully,

Muriel M. House
Alaskan Uoter

FfIH #349-4495 2307 HIE. 74th Huenue
Uoice #344-2398 Anchorage, AK 99507



Fax #465-
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—Onajrrraﬂ roIfDFI]ESS (Health Educational Social Services)

Glama
HB#263 -REPRODUCTIVE PRIVACY ACT

| urge the committeg to hold more public hearings on this wital Issue of HB #2263, Without
adequate public hearings, the committee VN have to come to a decision with only a small input
fromtire C|t|zensofAIa_sl<a, This Issue potential touches every Alaskan famiy; therefore, It
Is only correct to alkwtime for every Alaskan family to voice their concerms over this pending

Singerely,

Linck D, Arckn
Alaskan \oter

Fax #349-44% 1333 Bem Street
\ioe #349-3479 Anchorage, AK 99507



To: The sponsor and all cosponsors of HB 268/SB249
From: Concerned constituents

LLle, the undersighed are deeply distressed by your
sponsorship of HB 268 and companion SB 249, the liberalization
of Rlaskan statutes regarding abortion.

UlJe find the prouisions of the Bill to be unconscionable. Rt
a minimum, its prouisions mill serue to create a rift between
parents and their daughters and thereby undermine family unity.
To belieue that your constituency wants to see the state usurp
the role and authority of parents in the family is a blind and
unsubstantiated assumption on your part.

To further assume that Alaska residents would willingly
dedicate state tax dollars for the performance of abortion
causes us to question your qualifications to hold public office.

Abortion is a grieuous crime against unborn children. Your
Bill only serues to exacerbate the crime by making culpable all
parties inuolued including the mother of the child as well as the
hospital and staff where the abortion is performed.

UlJe ask that you consider more carefully youffosition on
this matter and withdraw your support of this bill.

V I-333-9r7

on/ (Anne Monaeoo)

Andnoraj <, 996

\C})oqoﬁ tetknm?



To: The sponsor and all cosponsors of HB 268/SB249
From: Concerned constituents

LUe, the undersigned ore deeply distressed by your
sponsorship of HB 268 and companion SB 249, the liberalization
of Alaskan statutes regarding abortion.

UlJe find the prouisions of the Bill to be unconscionable, flt
a minimum, its prouisions will serue to create a rift between
parents and their daughters and thereby undermine family unity.
To belieue that your constituency wants to see the state usurp
the role and authority of parents in the family is a blind and
unsubstantiated assumption on your part.

To further assume that Rlaska residents would willingly
dedicate state tax dollars for the performance of abortion
causes us to question your qualifications to hold public office.

Rbortion Is a grleuous crime against unborn children. Your
Bill only serues to exacerbate the crime by making culpable all
parties inuolued including the mother of the child as well as the
hospital and staff where the abortion is performed.

UlJe ask that you consider more carefully your position on
this matter and withdraw your support of this bill.

\f(Lt Kkfcx sirfD
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M EMORANDUM

TO: HOUSE HESS MEMBERS

FR: PATTI, EXT. 4923

DT: APRIL 30, 1991

RE: HB 268 WRITTEN TESTIMONY

ATTACHED ARE COPIES OF ALL THE WRITTEN TESTIMONY FOR HB 268
THAT HAS BEEN RECEIVED BY THE HOUSE HESS COMMITTEE ROOM AS OF
2PM TODAY.

THE TESTIMONY HAS BEEN SEPARATED BY LOCATION FOR YOUR
CONVENIENCE.

FOR YOUR FILES.



April 30, 1991

Rep. Lincoln
P.0. Box V
Juneau, Ak 99811

Re: House Bill #268

Dear Representative Lincoln,

You and each of the representatives listed as sponsors of
House Bill #268 are receiving a copy of this letter as well
as my representative Jerry Mackie and Governor Hickel.

I am a married college graduate and a vice president and
manager with an Alaskan bank. I have 2 children attending
college.

I am completely against the passage of House Bill #268 and

do not feel the state government which represents me at all
serves my interest by paying for abortion services. This

bill is totally inconsistent with my philosophies on the

right to life. The only possible gray area in my thoughts

on this issue is if the abortion would be necessary to preserve
a woman®s life.

After reading House Bill #268 1 find nothing else in it that
I can support. I am disappointed in your sponsorship of that
bill. I urge that you reconsider your stand since someday,
when you die, you may find great difficulty in defending your
chosen position.

Speaking more to the present you could consider your obligation
to represent your constituency. So in that vein 1 cast my vote
Do ,Ncit Support House Bill #268!

Sahcer J
RicfcHard Fle< Cat
Box VMO \J Box 70

Haines, Ak 99827 Haines, AK 99827
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter Into the record my testimony to the
Corm (rr«e heanm

commits on M Z fifr, '
, bill/subject A

| urge you to vote against this bill. Passage of H.B. 268
would send a confusing message from the House of Representatives to
the teens in this state. On one hand, H.B. 7, which was passed
recently, spells out pregnancy prevention as including abstinanoe
from premarital sexual activity and acquiring skills to resist peer
pressure, among otherthings. On the other hand, H.B. 268is giving
a blanket endorsementof abortion as a great option to theself - *
oontrol required in abstinanoe. Why should teens bother to oontrol
themselves when it is so easy to kill the life that is conceived in
their passion? And, if they can easily get rid of the obviouslprobleml
that may result from their aotions (a baby), they're not likely to be
concerned with STD's, etc., since"that only happens to other people".

We are all aware of the stronger tendency in teens to act on the
spur of the moment, or without carefully considering the consequences
of their actions. Why els?ould we restrict their acoess to alcohol,
or voting, until they are 'adults'? Teens ;(and we did, attheir age)
need someexternal controls to guide them in their actions and deci-
sions. Removing the requirement for a minor to get her parent's
permission for a major decision such as abortion, removes any hope of
guidance in that decision from the person(s) who care the most about
her - more than the state or an agenoy, | dare say, in the vast major-

1

Ity of Inetanoes. pann

committee name



