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ALASKA SCHOOL BUS SAFETY COMMITTEE

F e b r u a r y  5, 1991

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M1k e N a v a r r e  
P.O. Box V* R o o m  515 
Juneau, A K  99811

Dear Sir?

The A l as ka  School Bus S a f e t y  C o m m i t t e e  s t r o n g l y  supports 
H o u s e  Bill 85, an a c t  requiring school bus st o p ar ms  with 
a l t e r n a t i n g  rad s t r o b e  lights and a! roof m o u n t e d  wh it e strobe 
light. The S a f e t y  C o m m i t t e e  has r e s e a r c h e d  and evaluated
a s p e ct s of both s t r o b e  light s y s t e m s  and found the m very
e f f e ct iv e  in th e v i s i b i l i t y  e nh an c e m e n t  of school buses during 
Alaska's i nc lement weather. Alas ka 's  u n i q u e  a nd varied weather 
c o nd it io ns  s e v e r e l y  limit v i s i b i l i t y  of sc hool buses during 
t heir most v u l n e r a b l e  period, the loading and unloading of 
s t u d e n t s ,

It is a l s o  I m p e r a t i v e  that the L e g i s l a t u r e  supp l y the
funding for t h e s e  projects. Currently, school districts
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  S t a t e  a r e  having t heir pupil transportation 
r e i m b u r s e m e n t  funds pror at ed  by the D e p a r t m e n t  of Education due 
to funding s ho rt  falls. Th e proposed b udget by the Governor 
suggests f u r th er  r ed u ct io ns  in pupil transportation 
r ei mb u r s e m e n t  funds. Ad ditionally, school bus operators 
t hr ou g h o u t  the S t a t e  a r e  suffering the e f fe ct s  of ex t ra o r d i n a r y  
high fuel costs w i t h  n o  relief f r o m  t h e s e  expenses. c would 
be u n fa ir  to a s k  e i t h e r  the Districts or Bus Op er at o rs  to 
sh ou ld er  the e x p e n s e  for t h e s e  items.

TFH/ec



O U T L I N E  F O R  H B  8 5

I. Purpose of H B  85

1 .  T o  m a n d a t e  t h e  in s t a l la t io n  o f  tw o r e d  s tr o b e s  o n  t h e  s to p  a r m , a n d  o n e  
w h it e  s tr o b e  to  t h e  r o o f  o f  e a c h  b u s  ( n o t  m o r e  t h a n  6  fe e t  fr o m  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  b u s ) .

2 . H B  8 5  creates  a  “ s a f e t y  c u s h i o n ”  a r o u n d  t h e  b u s ,  d u  • to t h e  in s t a l la t io n  o f  
t h is  s p e c ia l  a n d  h i g h l y  v is ib le  l i g h t in g  e q u ip m e n t .

3 . S t r o b e s  o n  t h e  r o o f  a n d  t h e  s to p  a r m  in c r e a s e  t h e  e ffe c t iv e n e s s  o f  th e  
“ s a f e t y  c u s h i o n ”  a n d  m a k e  t h e  p u b l ic  m o r e  a w a r e  t h a t  c h i ld r e n  a r e  i n  t h e  
im m e d ia t e  v ic in it y .

4 . A l l  m o d if ic a t io n s  w o u ld  b e  c o m p le t e d  b y  N o v e m b e r  1 ,  1 9 9 1 .

II. Support for H B  85

1 . B o b  S h e f c h ik ,  T r a n s p o r t a t io n  C o o r d in a t o r ,  F a ir b a n k s  N o r t h  S t a r  B o r o u g h  
S c h o o l  D is t r ic t .

2 . S t e v e n  K a lm e s ,  D ir e c t o r  o f  T r a n s p o t a t io n ,  A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l  D is t r ic t

3 . T h o m a s  F .  H y a t t ,  A la s k a  S c h o o l  B u s  S a f e t y  C o m m it t e e

4 . D o n  O b e r g ,  P r e s id e n t ,  N E A - A l a s k a

5 . K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  B o r o u g h  S c h o o l  D is t r ic t

III. Anticipated Costs for H B  85

1 .  A  f is c a l n o t e  is  a t t a c h e d  to t h e  b i l l  p a c k e t . T h e  a m o u n t  is  $ 1 6 8 ,0 0 0 . T h e  
S t a t e  w il l  r e im b u r s e  for  i n i t i a l  in s t a l la t io n  (w it h  p r o p e r  d o c u m e n t a t io n  to D O E )  a t  
t h e  r a t e  o f  $ 1 7 5 / r o o f  m o u n t e d  str o be s  a n d  $ 15 0 / s t o p  a r m  s tr o b e s . T h e  i n i t ia l  
in s t a l la t io n  m u s t  b e  c o m p le t e d  b y  N o v e m b e r  1 , 1 9 9 1 .  T h e  e s t im a t e  w a s  d e r iv e d  
fr o m  S a h lb e r g  E q u i p m e n t  i n  A n c h o r a g e .

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE, REPRESENTATIVE FOSTER, PRESIDING
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K E N A I  P E N I N S U L A  B O R O U G H  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T

F E B R U A R Y  1, 1991

Representative M i k e  Navarre 

B o x  V

Juneau, A K  99811

Dear Representative Navarre:

T h e  Kenai Peninsula Borough School District supports the introduction of 

H B  85, making stop arm strobes and white strobes on the roof of the bus 

part of the standard bus equipment in our state. W e  feel both lights 

enhance the safety of student riders.

O u r  district has used the stop arm strobe for the past three years and 

because it has proven effective, it was specified as an equipment 

requirement in our current bus contracts. Other districts in the state are 

using the white roof strobe and it has proven effective.

W e  would request that the bill provide districts and contractors with 

reimbursement for the initial equipment expenses. It appears that D O E  

will be lacking in funds to reimburse school districts for school bus 

transportation next year and w e  would not want to see an additional 

expense to that fund that would reduce transportation reimbursement 

even further.

If I can be of further assistance, please let m e  know.

Sincerely,

Penny Little 

Transportation Coordinator

A N C H O R  POINT COOPfft L A N D I N G  INCtlSH B A T  H O M E R  H O P E  KENAI M O O S E  PASS N'KISKI NIKOIAEVSK
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WALTER I. H lC K c t .  C o v f «

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E D U C A T I O N / 30LDBELT PLACE 
001 WEST 10TH STREET 
P.O. BOX F
JUNEAU. ALASKA 09811-0500OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

F e b r u a r y  27, 991

The H o n o r a b l e  M i k e  N a v a r r e  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  

P.O. B o x  V

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811 

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Navarre:

Re: C S H B  8 5  ( T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ) "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  co strobe l i g h t  e q u i p m e n t  

r e q u i r e d  on a school bus; an d  p r o v i d i n g  fo r  an e f f e c t i v e  da t e , "

P u r s u a n t  to c o n v e r s a t i o n s  y e s t e r d a y  b e t w e e n  Tern A c k e r l y  of y o u r  s t a f f  an d  

R c m a y n e  K a r e e n  of m i n e ,  the D e p a r t m e n t  of E d u c a t i o n  o f f e r s  the f o l l o w i n g  

c o m m e n t s  r e g a r d i n g  CSH B  85 ( T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ):

1. T h e  i n t e n t  o f  this l e g i s l a t i o n  1s to r e q u i r e  t h a t  e x i s t i n g  p u b l i c  

school buses be r e t r o f i t t e d  w i t h  s t o p  arm a n d  r o o f  m o u n t e d  s t r o b e  

l i g h t s  by N o v e m b e r  1, 1991. F u n d s  w o u l d  be a p p r o p r i a t e d  to c o v e r  

th e  c o s t  of I n s t a l l a t i o n  of s t r o b e s  on school buses t h a t  a r e  n o t  

a l r e a d y  r e q u i r e d  by c o n t r a c t  to be so e q u i p p e d .  We a g r e e  w i t h  the 

I n t e n t  of the bill and s u p p o r t  a c c o m p a n y i n g  f u n d i n g  (the fiscal

2. An a l t e r n a t i v e  to the fiscal n o t e  w o u l d  be f o r  the d e p a r t m e n t  to 

r e i m b u r s e  d i s t r i c t s  a t  the rates s p e c i f i e d  in the bill u s i n g  the 

c u r r e n t  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  level. If this 1s the a l t e r n a t i v e  chosen by 

the L e g i s l a t u r e ,  the fiscal n o t e  s h o u l d  be z e r o e d  o u t  a n d  the 

l e g i s l a t i o n  passed.

3. We have n o  o b j e c t i o n  to the L e g i s l a t u r e  s p e c i f y i n g  t h a t  s tr o b e  

li g ht s  be Included in e q u i p m e n t  r e q u i r e m e n t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by the 

d e p a r t m e n t .  C u r r e n t  e q u i p m e n t  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  k n o w n as M i n i m u m  

S t a n d a r d s  for Al a s k a  School Buses, a r e  c o n t a i n e d  1n p u b l i c a t i o n s  

r e f e r e n c e d  in 4 A A C  27.110.

The d e p a r t m e n t  will be r e v i s i n g  the s t a n d a r d s  to I n c o r p o r a t e  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  of AS 2 8 . 0 5 . 1 0 4 ( b ) ( 1 )  an d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  of the 11th 

National C o n f e r e n c e  on School T r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  The r e v i se d  s t a n d a r d s  

will a p p l y  to school buses m a n u f a c t u r e d  a f t e r  M a r c h  1, 1992. A 

c o m m i t t e e  c o m p r i s e d  of school bus c o n t r a c t o r s ,  school d i s t r i c t  

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  and d e p a r t m e n t  s t a f f will m e e t  d u r i n g  S ep t e m b e r ,  1991 

to r e c o m m e n d  s p e c i f i c  r e v i s i o n s  to s t a n d a r d s .  S t r o b e  lights 1n s t o p  

arm s and on r o o f t o p s  of school buses m a y  o r  m a y  n o t  be r e c o m m e n d e d

note).



Representative Navarre Page Two February 27, 1991

by the c o m m i t t e e .  P a s s a g e  of C SHB 05 ( T r a n s p o r t a t i o n )  w o u l d  requ i r e  

I n c l u s io n  o f  strobe lights 1n the standards,

4. T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  will n o t i f y  school d i s t r i c t s  an d  bus c o n t r a c t o r s  1n 

M a r c h ,  1991 that:

(1 ) l e g i s l a t i o n  1s in process t h a t  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  all p u b l i c  

school b u s e s to be r et r o f i t t e d  with sto p  arm a n d  roof 

m o u n t e d  strobe lights by N o v e m b e r  1, 1991;

(2 ) the l e g i s l a t i o n  Includes f u n d i n g  to r e i m b u r s e  d i s t r i c t s  for 

c o n t r a c t o r  and d i s t r i c t  c osts to install r e q u i r e d  s t r o b e  

li g ht s  on b uses t hat are n o t  a l r e a d y  r eq u i r e d  by c o n t r a c t  

to be so e q u ip p e d ;  and

(3) 1f the bill 1s signed Into law, I n s t a l l a t i o n  of st r o b e  

li g h t s  will be included as m a n d a t o r y  e q u i p m e n t  e f f e c t i v e  

N o v e m b e r  1, 1991 on all school buses u s e d  to t r a n s p o r t  

school c hi l d r e n  to o r  from a pu b l i c  school. I n s t a l l a t i o n  

of st r o b e  lights a f t e r  N o v e m b e r  1, 1991 will n o t  be 

e l i g i b l e  f o r  s t a t e re im b u r s e m e nt .

5. A t t a c h e d  is a l i s t i n g  of school d i s t r i c t s  w i t h  m o r e  than 15 buses 

t h a t  h a v e  st r o b e  lights r e q u i r e d  by e i t h e r  the c o n t r a c t  between the 

d i s t r i c t  and bus c o n t r a c to r ,  o r  the r e i m b u r s e m e n t  a g r e e m e n t  between 

the d e p a r t m e n t  and the district.

If you have q u e s t i o n s ,  feel free to c o n t a c t  R c m a y n e  K a r e e n  a t  465 -2 8 9 0 .

Sincerely,

Steve H ole 

A c t i n g  C o m m i s s i o n e r

A t t a c h m e n t

cc: Jiin T o z e r

Roma y n e  Kareen



CSHB 85 (T ransportation)

Estimated Number of School Buses 
Required by Contract to have Strobe Lights 

2/27/91

SCHOOL D IS T R IC T S  ESTIMATED # BUSES
(m o re  t h a n  1 5  b u s e s )  REQU IRED BY CONTRACT TO BE EQU IPPED

R o o f -M o u n t e d  S t r o b e  L i g h t s

Anchorage 170
Fairbanks 135

Estimated Total Buses

S t o p  Arm S t r o b e  L i g h t s

Anchorage 286
Mat-Su 129
Kenai 97

Estimated Total 3712 Buses

FV-92 FISCAL NOTE: $173,700

R o o f -M o u n t e d  S t r o b e  L i g h t s

Approximate # Buses 1n State: 
Less Estimated # Required 

by Contract to be Equipped 
Potential # to be Retrofitted

S t o p  Arm S t r o b e  L i g h t s

Approximate # Buses 1n State: 
Less Estimated H Required 

by Contract to be Equipped 
Potential # to be Retrofitted

935 Buses 

305

570 Buses 0 $175 = $110,250

935 Buses 

512

373 Buses 0 $150 » $ 63,450

Potential Cost to State 51731700
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A N C H O R A G E  P O L I C E  D E P A R T M E N T

4501 S O U T H  B R A G A W  S T R E E T  • A N C H O R A G E , A L A S K A  99507 -1599 
T E L E P H O N E  (907 ) 786-8500

TOM FINK 
MAYOR

S t e v e  K a l m e s  A u g u s t  4/ 1988
D i r e c t o r  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  S e r v i c e s  
3 5 8 0  E. T u d o r  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  

9 9 5 0 7

D e a r  D i r e c t o r  Ka l m e s ,

Y o u  r e c e n t l y  made  an i n q u i r y  of S e r g e a n t  G r e g  S t e w a r t  r e g a r d i n g  
the use o f  a w h i t e  s t r o b e  l i g h t  on to p of s c h o o l  bus es .

A r e v i e w  of  A n c h o r a g e  M u n i c i p a l  C o d e  of O r d i n a n c e s  t it le
9 . 4 4 , 2 1 0  'C ) r e l a t i n g  to v e h i c u l a r  h a z a r d  w a r n i n g  s i g n a l s  
s t a t e s  th a t a due l l a t e r a l  l i g h t i n g  s y s t e m  f a c i n g  the fr on t and 
r e a r  of a b u s  i3 a l l o w e d .

Th e  f ro nt  l a m p s  m a y  f la sh  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  a w n i t e  or a m b e r  light, 
or an y  c o l o r  b e t w e e n  w h i t e  a n d  a mb e r .  The  rear l a m p s  m a y o n l y  
s h o w  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  f l a s h i n g  a m b e r  o r red light.

M u n i c i p a l  P r o s e c u t o r  J i m  W o l f  i n t e r p r e t s  the l i g h t i n g  e q u i p m e n t  
o r d i n a n c e s  of t i tle  9 to m e a n  that no w h i t e  l i gh t m a y  be 
d i s p l a y e d  to the r e a r  of an y  v e h i c l e ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of the m o u n t e d  
p o s i t i o n .

A r e v i e w  of the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  s t a t u t e s  i n d i c a t e s  a s i m i l a r  
f i n d i n g ,

S c h o o l  b u s e s  e q u i p p e d  w i t h  the ro of  m o u n t e d  w h i t e  s t r o b e  l i g h t i n g  
s y s t e m  s h o u l d  be m o d i f i e d  w i t h  an a m b e r  le ns  or .removed 
c o m p l e t e l y .  A n y  b u s e s  w i t h  a w h i t e  s t r o b e  l i gh t a c t i v a L s a  to the 
r e a r  may  r e c e i v e  a t r a f f i c  c i t a t i o n  if o b s e r v e d  by an o f f i c e r .

If yo u  have a d d i t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n s  or c o m m e n t s  p l e a s e  don't 
h e s i t a t e  to c o n t a c t  s e r g e a n t  G r e g  s t o w a r t  at 7 8 6 - 1 7 0 3 ,



A L A S K A  S C H O O L  B U S  S A F E T Y  C O M M I T T E E

F e b ruary 5, 1991

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M1ke N a v a r r e  
P.O. Sox V, R o o m  515 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Sir?

The Alaska School Bus S a f e t y  C o m m i t t e e  s t r o n g l y  supports 
H o u s e  8111 85, an a c t  requiring school bus s t o p  ar ms with 
a l t e r n a t i n g  red s t r o b e  lights an d ai roof m o unted whi te strobe 
light. The S a f e t y  C o m m i t t e e  has r esearche d and evaluated
as p e c t s  of both s t r o b e  light s y st ems and found them  very
e f f e c t l ' e  1n the v i s i b i l i t y  e n h a n c e m e n t  of school buses during 
A l a ska's Inclement weather. A l a ska's u n i q u e  and varied weather 
co n d i t i o n s  s e v e r e l y  limit v i s i b i l i t y  of school buses during 
their most v u l n e r a b l e  period, the loading and unloading of 
s t u d e n t s .

It 1s a l s o  I m p e r a t i v e  that the L e g i s l a t u r e  supply the
funding for t h e s e  projects. Currently, school districts
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  S t a t e  a r e  having their pupil transportation 
r e i m b u r s e m e n t  funds p r o rated by the Dep ar t m e n t  of Education due 
to funding s hort falls. The proposed budget by tho Governor 
suggest s further reduc tions 1n pupil transportation 
reimbu r s e m e n t  funds. Additionally, school bus operators 
t h r o u g h o u t  the S t a t e  a r e  suffering the effects of e x t r aordinary  
high fuel costs with n o  relief fro m t h e s e  expenses. It would 
be unfair to a s k  e i t h e r  the Districts or Bus Operators to 
s h o u l d e r  the e x p e n s e  for t h e s e  Items.

TFH/ec
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A N C H O R A G E
S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T

Pupil Transportation 

• 3 5 8 0  East Tudor Road

Area Code 907 — 503-3022

F A X  9 0 7 - 5 6 2 - 3 9 5 7

February 4,1991
Representative Mike Navarre 
Alaska House of Representatives 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 
FAX 465-2278

Dear Representative Navarre,

The Anchorage School District believes that the addition of red strobe lights to the 
stop arm and white strobe lights to the roof of school buses will enhance school bus 
safety. All buses in our District, as well as Contracted bus fleets, have been equipped 
with red strobe lights on the stop arm since September 1989. The addition of these 
strobe lights has significantly reduced the number of motorists who pass stopped 
school buses. W e  also feel that the addition of roof mounted white strobe lights will 
further increase the visibility of school buses and increase the awareness of the 
presence of school buses with the general motoring public. Approximately 60% of 
the fleet have already been equipped with roof mounted strobe lights. The District 
made roof mounted strobe lights mandatory in our current transportation contracts. 
After the buses were delivered and began operating the Anchorage Police 
Department notified me that these lights were illegal and school bus drivers using 
the lights would be issued citations (see attached letter).

The Anchorage 5chool District would support passage of House Bill 85 if the bill not 
only mandates installation of white roof mounted strobe lights, but also addresses 
use of the lights. I would also like to see an exception made on the location of the 
lights that are already installed. The Anchorage School District has almost fifty 
buses that have strobe lights mounted in the center of the roof.

Thank you for the interest that you have shown in school bus safety issues. If you 
need any additional information feci free to contact me at 563-3022.

Sincerely,

Steven Kalmes
Director of Transportation Services
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4-91 MON 16:30 ASD TRANSPORTATION DEPT. FAX NO. 3075623957

A N C H O R A G E  P O L I C E  D E P A R T M E N T

4501 S O U T H  B R A G A W  S T R E E T  • A N C H O R A G E , A L A S K A  99507-1599 
T E L E P H O N E  (907 ) 786 -8500

TOM FINK 
MAYOR

S t e v e  K a l m e s  A u g u s t  4/ 1988
D i r e c t o r  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  S e r v i c e s  
3 5 8 0  E. T u d o r  
A n c h o r a g e #  A l a s k a  

9 9 5 0 7

D e a r  D i r e c t o r  K al me s#

Y o u  r e c e n t l y  m a d e  an i n q u i r y  of S e r g e a n t  G r e g  S t e w a r t  r e g a r d i n g  
the use of  a w h i t e  s t r o b e  l ig ht  on top of s c h o o l  buses.

A r e v i e w  of A n c h o r a g e  M u n i c i p a l  Co de  of O r d i n a n c e s  title
9 . 4 4 , 2 1 0  (C) r e l a t i n g  to v e h i c u l a r  h a z a r d  w a r n i n g  s i g n a l s  
s t a t e s  tha t a du el  l a t e r a l  l i g h t i n g  s y s t e m  f a c i n g  the front and 
re ar  of a bus  is a l l o w e d .

T h e  f ron t l a m p s  m a y  f l a s h  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  a w h i t e  or a m b e r  light# 
or a n y  c o l o r  b e t w e e n  w h i t e  an d amb er . T h e  re a r l a m p s  ma y o n l y  
s h o w  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  f l a s h i n g  a m b e r  or red light.

M u n i c i p a l  P r o s e c u t o r  J i m  W o l f  i n t e r p r e t s  the l i g h t i n g  e q u i p m e n t  
o r d i n a n c e s  of t i tl e 9 to m e a n  that no w h i t e  l i gh t m a y  be 
d i s p l a y e d  to the r e a r  of a n y  v e h i cl e#  r e g a r d l e s s  of the m o u n t e d  
p o s i t i o n .

A r e v i e w  of the  S t a t e  of A l a s k a  s t a t u t e s  i n d i c a t e s  a s i m i l a r  
f i n d i n g .

S c h o o l  b u s e s  e q u i p p e d  w i t h  the roof m o u n t e d  w h i t e  s t r o b e  l i g h t i n g  
s y s t e m  s h o u l d  be m o d i f i e d  w i t h  an a m b e r  le n s or .removed 
c o m p l e t e l y .  An y b u s e s  w i t h  a w h i t e  s t r o b e  l i gh t a c t i v a L e a  to Che 
r e a r  may r e c e i v e  a t r a f f i c  c i t a t i o n  if o b s e r v e d  by an o f f i c e r .

If yo u have a d d i t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n s  or c o m m e n t s  p l e a s e  don't 
h e s i t a t e  to c o n t a c t  s e r g e a n t  G r e g  S t o w a r t  at 7 8 6 - 1 7 0 3 .

'Jn i f ccm C a p t a i n  
F i e l d  s e r v i c e s



'4-91 MON 16:30 ASD TRANSPORTATION DEPT. FAX MO. 9075623957

A N C H O R A G E  P O L I C E  D E P A R T M E N T

4501 S O U T H  B R A G A W  S T R E E T  * A N C H O R A G E , A L A S K A  99507-1599 
T E L E P H O N E  (907 ) 7 86 -8500

TOM FINK 
MAYOR

S t e v e  K a l m e s  A u g u s t  4, 1988
D i r e c t o r  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  S e r v i c e s  
3 5 8 0  E. T u d o r  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  

9 9 5 0 7

D e a r  D i r e c t o r  K a l m e s ,

yo u r e c e n t l y  m a d e  an i n q u i r y  of S e r g e a n t  G r e g  S t e w a r t  r e g a r d i n g  
the us e o f  a w h i t e  s t r o b e  l i g h t  on top  of s c h o o l  bus es .

A r e v i e w  of A n c h o r a g e  M u n i c i p a l  C o d e  of O r d i n a n c e s  title
9 . 4 4 . 2 1 0  (C) r e l a t i n g  to v e h i c u l a r  h a z a r d  w a r n i n g  s i g n a l s  
s t a t e s  th at  a du el  l a t e r a l  l i g h t i n g  s y s t e m  f a c i n g  the front and 
r e a r  of a b u s  is a l l o w e d .

The  f r o n t  l a m p s  m a y  f l a s h  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  a w h i t e  or a m b e r  light, 
or a n y  c o l o r  b e t w e e n  w h i t e  and am be r .  T h e  re a r l a m p s  ma y o n l y  
s h o w  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  f l a s h i n g  a m b e r  o r red light.

M u n i c i p a l  P r o s e c u t o r  J i m  W o l f  i n t e r p r e t s  the l i g h t i n g  e q u i p m e n t  
o r d i n a n c e s  of  t i t l e  9 to m e a n  that  no w h i t e  l i gh t m a y  be 
d i s p l a y e d  to the r e a r  of a n y  v e h i c l e ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of the m o u n t e d  
posi t i o n .

A r e v i e w  of th e S t a t e  of A l a s k a  s t a t u t e s  i n d i c a t e s  a s i m i l a r  
f i n d i n g .

S c h o o l  b u s e s  e q u i p p e d  w i t h  the r o o f  m o u n t e d  w h i t e  s t r o b e  l i g h t i n g  
s y s t e m  s h o u l d  be m o d i f i e d  w i t h  an a m b e r  l e n s  or .removed 
c o m p l e t e l y .  A n y  b u s e s  w i t h  a w h i t e  s t r o b e  l i g h t  a c t i v a t e d  to the 
r e a r  may  r e c e i v e  a t r a f f i c  c i t a t i o n  if o b s e r v e d  by an o f f i c e r .

If y o u  h a v e  a d d i t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n s  o r  c o m m e n t s  p l e a s e  d o n ' t  
h e s i t a t e  t o  c o n t a c t  s e r g e a n t  G r e g  S t e w a r t  at 7 8 6 - J 7 0 3 .



A L A S K A  S C H O O L  B U S  S A F E T Y  C O M M I T T E E

Febru a r y  5, 1921

R e p r e sent ative Mike N a v a r r e  
P.O. Box V* R o o m  515 
Juneau. A K  99811

Dear S1rr

The Alaska School B u s  S a f e t y  C o m m i t t e e  s t r o n g l y  supports
Ho u s e  8111 85. an a c t  requiring school bus s t o p  a r m s  with
a l t e r n a t i n g  red s t r o b e  lights and a! roof m o u n t e d  w h i t e  strobe
light. The S afety C o m m i t t e e  has r e s e a r c h e d  and evaluated
as pects of both s t r o b e  light s y s t e m s  and found them very
e f f e c t i v e  1n the v i s i b i l i t y  e n h a n c e m e n t  of school buses during 
Alaska's Inclement weather. A l a s k a ' s  u n i q u e  a nd v a ried weather 
condit i o n s  s e v e r e l y  limit v i s i b i l i t y  of s c h o o l  buses during 
their most v u l n e r a b l e  period, t h e  l o a ding and un loading of 
s t u d e n t s .

It 1s a l s o  I m p e r a t i v e  that the  L e g i s l a t u r e  supply the
funding for t h e s e  projects. Currently. school districts
th r o u g h o u t  t h e  S t a t e  a r e  having their pupil transp o r t a t i o n
r e i m b u r s e m e n t  funds prorated by the D e p a r t m e n t  of Education due 
to funding short falls. The proposed b u d g e t  by the Governor 
suggests further r eductions  1n pupil t r a n s port ation 
r e i m bursement funds. Additionally , school bus operators 
throug h o u t  the St ate a r e  s uffering the e f f e c t s  of e x t r a o r d i n a r y  
high fuel costs with n o  relief f r o m  t h e s e  expenses. It would 
be unfair to a s k  e i t h e r  the Distri cts or Bus O p e r ators to 
sh o ul der the e x p e n s e  for t h e s e  Items.

TFH/ec
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S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T
Pupil Transportation 

3 5 8 0  East Tuaor Road
A.: iT.Vr!-, fVi*. . . . .

Area C o d e  9 0 7  — 5 B 3 -3 0 2 2

A N C H O R A G E

F A X  9 0 7 - 5 6 2 - 3 9 5 7

February 4,1991
Representative Mike Navarre 
Alaska House of Representatives 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 
FAX 465-2278

Dear Representative Navarre,

The Anchorage School District believes that the addition of red strobe lights to the 
stop arm and white strobe lights to the roof of school buses will enhance school bus 
safety. All buses in our District, as well as Contracted bus fleets, have been equipped 
with red strobe lights on the stop arm since September 1989. The addition of these 
strobe lights has significantly reduced the number of motorists who pass stopped 
school buses. W e  also feel that the addition of roof mounted white strobe lights will 
further increase the visibility of school buses and inert -.-i the awareness of the 
presence of school buses with the general motoring public. Approximately 60% of 
the fleet have already been equipped with roof mounted strobe lights. The District 
made roof mounted strobe lights mandatory in our current transportation contracts. 
After the buses were delivered and began operating the Anchorage Police 
Department notified me that these lights were illegal and school bus drivers using 
the lights would be issued citations (see attached letter).

The Anchorage School District would support passage of House Bill 85 if the bill not 
only mandates installation of white roof mounted strobe lights, but also addresses 
use of the lights. I would also like to see an exception made on the location of the 
lights that are already installed. The Anchorage School District has almost fifty 
buses that have strobe lights mounted in the center of the roof.

Thank you for the interest that you have shown in school bus safety issues. If you 
need any additional information feci free to contact me av 563-3022.

Sincerely,

Steven Kalmes
Director of Transportation Services



N E A - A L A S K A
AFFILIATED W ITH  THE  NATIONAL EDUCATION  ASSOCIATION

ANCHORAGE REG IONAL OFFICE JUNEAU OFFICE FAIRBANKS REGIONAL OFFICE
1411 W. 33RD A V E N U E  

A N C H O R A G E ,  A L A S K A  99503 
(907) 274-0536

105 M U N ICIP A L WAY. S U I T E  302 
JUNEAU. A L A S K A  99801 

(907) 586-3090

2118 C U S H M A N  S T R E E T  
F A IR BA N K S.  A L A S K A  99701 

(907) 456-4435

F e b r u a r y  1 ,  1 9 9 1

R e p . M ik e  N a v a r r e  
A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P .O .  B ox  V 
J u n e a u , AK 9 9 8 1 1
D e a r  R e p . N a v a r r e :
N E A -A la s k a  a p p r e c i a t e s  an d  s u p p o r t s  y o u r  d e s i r e  t o  im p ro v e  s c h o o l  
b u s  s a f e t y .  I t  i s  v e r y  im p o r t a n t  t h a t  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  o u r  c h i l d r e n  
r e m a in  p a ra m o u n t  an d  y o u r  l e g i s l a t i o n  a p p e a r s  t o  m e e t t h o s e  
n e e d s .  I f  we c a n  b e  o f  a n y  a s s i s t a n c e  p l e a s e  l e t  u s  kn ow .
S i n c e r e l y ,

Don O b e rg  
P r e s i d e n t



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District
P.O. Box 71250 Fairbanks, Alaska 99707-1250 (907)452-2000

★

Febr u a r y  l, 1991

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N a v a r r e  
PO Box V
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

Dear R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Navarre:

I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t a k e  this o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  o f f e r  m y  s u p p o r t  f or 
y o u r  eff orts, t h r o u g h  H o u s e  Bill 85, to r e q u i r e  s tr obe l i g h t s  on 
school buses.

I am c u r r e n t l y  the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o o r d i n a t o r  f o r  t h e  F N S B  S c h o o l  
District, a p o s i t i o n  I h a v e  h e l d  for t h e  p a s t  10 years. I h a v e  
a l s o  b e e n  a m e m b e r  o f  the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  to t h e  1935 and 1990 
C o n f e r e n c e s  on N a t i o n a l  M i n i m u m  S t a n d a r d s  for s c h o o l  buses, in 
addition, I p a r t i c i p a t e d  in t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of t h e  A l a s k a  s chool  
Bus D r iver T r a i n i n g  P r o g r a m  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  E n h a n c e d  Schoo l Bus 
I n s p e c t i o n  Program.

O n e  of the m a j o r  w a y s  to p r o t e c t  t h e  s c h o o l  bus and its 
p a s s e n g e r s  is t o  e n s u r e  that o t h e r  m o t o r i s t s  are aware of its 
presence. A  " s a f e t y  cushion" a r o u n d  a s c h o o l  bus is c r eate d b y  
t h e  u n i q u e  c o l o r  a n d  l i g hting e q u i p m e n t  t h a t  a r e  p a r t  of e x i s t i n g  
school bus s tand ards. This al lows t h e  m o t o r i s t s  on the road t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  to take e x t r a  p r e caution s, k n o w i n g  t h a t  school 
c h i l d r e n  a r e  nearby. S t r o b e  lights, in t h e  stop a r m  and on t h e  
roof, i n c r e a s e  the e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of t h i s  " s a f e t y  cushion".

We have u s e d  w h i t e  s t r o b e  lights o n  t h e  t o p s  of o u r  school b u s e s  
in F a i r b a n k s  for at lea st 15 years. (They h a v e  b e e n  on so long 
that no one r e m e m b e r s  w h e n  t h e y  w e r e  f i r s t  required.) T h e y  a r e  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  e f f e c t i v e  in the d i f f i c u l t  c o n d i t i o n s  of darkness, 
snow, a n d  i c e  fog in w h i c h  we o p e r a t e  in Fairbanks. U n d e r  a d verse 
c ondit i o n s  d r i v e r s  a r e  a w a r e  of t h e  s t r o b e  long b e f o r e  s e e i n g  the 
actual bus itself. T h i s  c a n  b e  a c r i t i c a l  s a f e t y  feature whe n 
v i s i b i l i t y  is r e d u c e d  to less than 50 feet.

T h e  be3t  m e a s u r e  of t h e  u s e f u l n e s s  of s t r o b e s  t h a t  I can o f f e r  is 
the p u blic a w a r e n e s s  t h e i r  presence. T h e  s t r o b e s  are so m u c h  a 
p a r t  of s c h o o l  b u s i n g  in F a i r banks t h a t  m o n i t o r i n g  for c o m p l i a n c e  
is not n e c e s s a r y .  T h e  p u b l i c  is so a c c u s t o m e d  to seein g s t r o b e s  
on our b u s e s  t h a t  m y  o ffi ce r e c e i v e s  c o m p l a i n t s  w h e n  a bus



is r u n n i n g  a r o u n d  w i t h o u t  a strobe.

We h a v e  n o  d i r e c t  e x p e r i e n c e  with s t r o b e  in t h e  stop  p a d d l e s  in 
Fairbanks. H o w ever, t h e y  w e r e  tested as p a r t  of a p i l o t  project 
of the A l a s k a  S c h o o l  Bus S afety Committee, a n d  p r o v e d  ef fective 
t h e r e  as well. I h a v e  o b s e r v e d  t h e m  o n  b u s e s  in t he Kenai 
Pe n i n s u l a  a r e a  and found the strobes to b e  a g r e a t  i m p rovement 
ov e r  s t a n d a r d  p a d d l e  lights.

Yo u r  e f f o r t s  t o  i n c r e a s e  the "safety c u s h i o n "  a r o u n d  o u r  school 
b u s e s  t h r o u g h  the m a n d a t o r y  use of s t r o b e s  is s u p p o r t e d  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p u p i l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  industry. T h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  
increase in s a f e t y  c e r t a i n l y  w a r r a n t s  the s m a l l  a d d i t i o n a l  cost 
to the p r i c e  o f  a n  e n t i r e  school bus. Y o u r  e f f o r t s  to r e t r o f i t  
the e x i s t i n g  b u s e s  in t h e  state will c r e a t e  a n  i m m e d i a t e  impact 
for a r e l a t i v e l y  l o w  cost. Such an a p p r o a c h  is far s u p e r i o r * t o  a 
slow p h a s e - i n  on n e w  buses. In a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s e ve ral year delay 
in e q u i p p i n g  all b u s e s  in t h e  state, the e f f o r t  to r a i s e  public 
aw a r e n e s s  w o u l d  b e  d i m i n i s h e d  by the l a c k  of s t a n d a r d i z e d  
e q u i p m e n t  b e t w e e n  buses.

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t  of safe, e f f e c t i v e  p u p i l  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  Do n o t  h e s i t a t e  to c o n t a c t  m e  if I can be of any 
as s i s t a n c e  t o  y o u r  efforts.

Sincerely,

Bob S h e f c h i k
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o o r d i n a t o r



C S H B  85 A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to stro be l ight e q u i p m e n t  reouied 
on a schol bus; and p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  
date.
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Note: A n c h o r a g e  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  t h e y  b e  g r a n d f a t h e r e d  in
b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a v e  50 buses w i t h  r o o f  s t r o b e s  in t he center 
o f  t h e  bus. T h e y  a r e  to be p h a s e d  out. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
Minute s, p. 2, Rep. H u d s o n  m o v e d  t h a t  s taff  d r a f t  an 
a m e n d m e n t  t h a t  w o u l d  g r a n d f a t h e r  in t h o s e  s c h o o l  b u s e s  that 
h a v e  roof s t r o b e  l ight s - at pag e 1, line  10 —  so adopted.

C S H B  85 (TRA), p a g e  1, line 10, is i d e n tical t o  H B  85 —
T H E  R E Q U E S T E D  R E V I S I O N  IS A T  PAGE 2, LINE 13.
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M E M O R A N D U M
February 24,1991

TO: Representative Pat Carney, Co-Chairman, HESS Committee 
Representative Georgianna, Co-Chairman, HESS Committee

FROM: Representative Mike Navarre

SUBJECT: House Bill 85, “An Act relating to strobe light equipment on a school 
bus; and providing for an effective date.”

House Bill 85 addresses a long overdue safety issue involving school buses. This 
legislation will mandate the installation of two flashing strobes on the stop arm 
and a white strobe at least six feet from the rear of the bus. The visibility afforded 
by these equipment additions will without question offer a greater measure of 
safety for the school children of Alaska.

H B  85 provides funding for the initial installation of the required strobes. The 
Department of Education will require proper documentation from the school 
districts for reimbursement. Minimum standards will be adopted by the 
Department of Education. Deadline for completion of the installation of the safety 
strobes would be November 1, 1991. In conversations with some of the larger 
districts this deadline appears to be workable.

The number of buses in Alaska is approximately 700. Some districts have some of 
the required equipment and some have none of the safety strobes. The newly 
revised fiscal note is $ 173,100.00.

Letters of support are attached to this memorandum. There are no known 
opponents to providing school students a i afer means to get to school.

Contact person: Tom Ackerly at 3779/ Capitoi 515
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HB85
Revision Date: 2/21/91

Page 2 o f 2

This fiscal note is updated to reflect revised estimates provided to the 
department by school districts for the number of Stop Arm Strobes needed 
under HB85.

Roof Mount Strobes: Stop Arm Strobes:
630 buses X $175 = $110,250 423 buses X $150 = $63,450

Total estimated FY92 cost: $173,700



MINUTES, HOUSE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE, 0 2 / 0 7 / 9 1

C H A IR M A N  F O S T E R  A N N O U N CED  T H A T  H B  8 5  WOULD B E  THE: F I R S T  
B I L L  T A K E N  UP B Y  T H E  C O M M I T T E E *  H E  R E Q U E S T E D  T H E  S P O N S O R  
M A KE  A P R E S E N T A T I O N  *

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  N A V A R R E  O U T L I N E D  T H E  P U R P O S E  O F  H B  8 5 *  HE
S T A T E D  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  m a n d a t e s  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  s t r o b e

L I G H T S  ON S C H O O L  B U S E S *  TWO R E D  S T R O B E S  WOULD B E  R E Q U I R E D  
ON T H E  S T O P  A R M , AND ONE W H I T E  S T R O B E  WOULD N E E D  TO  B E
A T T A C H E D  TO T H E  R O O F  O F  E A C H  B U S *  T H E  S P O N S O R  E X P L A I N E D
T H E  S A F E T Y  B E N E F I T S  A S S O C I A T E D  W IT H  A H I G H L Y  V I S I B L E  
L I G H T I N G  S Y S T E M *  H E  IN F O R M E D  M E M B E R S  T H A T  A L L  
M O D I F I C A T I O N S  WOULD H A V E  TO B E  C O M P L E T E D  B Y  N O V E M B E R  1 ,  
1 9 9 1 *  L E T T E R S  OF S U P P O R T  B Y  T H E  A N C H O R A G E  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T ,  

T H E  F A I R B A N K S  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T ,  A L A S K A  S C H O O L  B U S  S A F E T Y  
C O M M IT T E E  AND T H E  N A T I O N A L  E D U C A T I O N  A S S O C I A T I O N  ( N E A )  W E R E  
R E F E R R E D  TO B Y  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  N A V A R R E .

T H E  S P O N S O R  B E L I E V E S  T H A T  T H E  $ 1 6 8 , 0 0 0  C O S T  A S S O C I A T E D  W IT H
I M P L E M E N T I N G  T H E S E  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  S H O U L D  B E  B O R N E  B Y  T H E  
S T A T E *  A F I S C A L  N O T E  P R E P A R E D  B Y  T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  
E D U C A T I O N  ( D O E )  E S T I M A T E S  T H A T  6 3 0  S C H O O L  B U S E S  WOULD 
R E Q U I R E  R O O F  MOUNT S T R O B E S  AND 3 8 5  B U S E S  WOULD R E Q U I R E  
I N S T A L L A T I O N  O F  S T O P  ARM S T R O B E S .

C H A IR M A N  F O S T E R  N O T E D  T H E  A R R I V A L  OF R E P *  HUDSON A T  8 : 3 6  
A.M.

TWO A M EN D M EN TS  W E R E  O F F E R E D  B Y  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  N A V A R R E *
P A G E  1 ,  L I N E  1 ,  F O L L O W IN G  " T O "  I N S E R T  T H E  W ORDS “ S T R O B E  
L I G H T * "

'THE S E C O N D  AM EN D M EN T WAS T H E N  E X P L A I N E D  B Y  T H E  S P O N S O R *  H E  
IN F O R M E D  T H E  C O M M I T T E E  T H A T  H B 8 5  S P E C I F I C A L L Y  R E Q U I R E S  A 
W H I T E  S T R O B E  L I G H T  B E  A T T A C H E D  TO  T H E  R O O F  O F  E A C H  B U S  NOT 
M ORE THAN S I X  F E E T  FROM T H E  R E A R .  A N C H O R A G E  S C H O O L  
D I S T R I C T  H A S  A S K E D  F O R  A " G R A N D F A T H E R ” C L A U S E  TO E X C L U D E  
SOM E OK T H E I R  C U R R E N T  F L E E T  O F  B U S E S  FROM T H I S  R E Q U I R E M E N T .  
A P P R O X I M A T E L Y  5 0  O F  T H E I R  B U S E S  H A V E  R O O F  S T R O B E S  T H A T  ARE- 
L O C A T E D  I N  T H E  C E N T E R  O F  T H E  B U S *  T H E S E  B U S E S  WOULD B E  
P H A S E D  OUT A S  NEW B U S E S  A R E  P U R C H A S E D .

R E P .  LE M A N  A S K E D  I F  I T  I S  N E C E S S A R Y  TO  B E  SO  S P E C I F I C  I N  
S T A T U T E  A B O U T  T H E  L O C A T I O N  AND R E Q U I R E M E N T S  O F  T H E  S T R O B E  
L I G H T S .  H E  B E L I E V E S  T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  H A S  T H E  A B I L I T Y  TO  D E A L  
W IT H  T H E S E  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  TH R O U G H  R E G U L A T I O N S  R A T H E R  THAN  
S T A T U T E *  R E P .  N A V A R R E  A G R E E D  W IT H  R E P .  L E M A N ,  H O W E V E R  H E  
E M P H A S I Z E D  T H E  T R E M E N D O U S  S A F E T Y  B E N E F I T S  A S S O C I A T I O N  W IT H  
T H E  I N S T A L L A T I O N  O F  T H E S E  L I G H T S .  T H E  S P O N S O R  E X P R E S S E D  
H I S  D E S I R E  TO  C L E A R L Y  M A N D A TE  T H E S E  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  I N  S T A T U T E

••••*•  t ,  . < i  • i• t * u  i !•#« •* »*. r  —  . **• *i » •  • i • — » ••* . • • • > ! , ■



N U M BER 1 2 0

R E P .  MACK I E  C O M M U N IC A T E D  H I S  S T R O N G  S U P P O R T  F O R  T H E  
A M E N D M E N T S .

R E P .  P H I L L I P S  I N Q U I R E D  I F  T H E  L I G H T S  W E R E  B E I N G  R E Q U I R E D  ON 
T H E  S T O P  ARM S TO  B A L A N C E  T H I N G S  O U T .  R E P .  N A V A R R E  IN F O R M E D  
H E R  T H E Y  W E R E .  S H E  T H E N  E X P R E S S E D  S T R O N G  S U P P O R T  F O R  HB 

8 3 .

R E P .  HUD SO N  A S K E D  I F  T H E  F I S C A L  N O T E  WAS AN E S T I M A T E  OR I F  
I T  WAS B A S E D  ON A P E R  C A P I T A  A M O U N T . R E P .  N A V A R R E  R E P L I E D  
T H A T  I T  WAS AN E S T I M A T E  B A S E D  ON T H E  N U M B ER  OF B U S E S  AND 
T H E  C O S T  P E R  B U S .

N U M BER 1 6 0

R E P .  K U B I N A  M ADE T H E  M O T IO N  TO  I N S E R T  T H E  WORDS " S T R O B E  
L I G H T "  A F T E R  " T O "  ON P A G E  1 ,  L I N E  1 .  H E A R I N G  NO O B J E C T I O N S  

T H E  M O T IO N  P A S S E D .

D I S C U S S I O N  T H E N  TOOK P L A C E  R E G A R D I N G  T H E  W O R D IN G  F O R  T H E  
S E C O N D  A M E N D M E N T .  R E P .  HUD SO N  MOVED T H A T  H O U S E  
T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  C O M M IT T E E  S T A F F  D R A F T  AN AM EN D M EN T T H A T  
WOULD G R A N D F A T H E R  I N  T H O S E  S C H O O L  B U S E S  T H A T  A L R E A D Y  H A V E  
RO O F S T R O B E  L I G H T S .  HUDSON S T A T E D  T H A T  T H I S  AM EN D M EN T 
S H O U LD  CO M M EN CE ON P A G E  1 ,  L I N E  1 0 ,  AND S H O U L D  B E  A 
T E C H N I C A L  A M E N D M E N T .  C H A IR M A N  F O S T E R  A S K E I )  I F  AN Y M E M B E R S  
O B J E C T E D  TO T H E  M O T IO N  TO A D O P T E D  A T E C H N I C A L  AM EN D M EN T ON 
P A G E  1 ,  L I N E  1 0 .  H E A R I N G  NO O B J E C T I O N S ,  I T  WAS SO O R D E R E D .

R E P .  HUD SO N  MOVED HB 8 5 ,  A S  A M E N D E D ,  O U T W IT H  I N D I V I D U A L  
R E C O M M E N D A T IO N S .  H E A R I N G  NO O B J E C T I O N S ,  H B 8 5  A M EN D ED  

MOVED FRO M  T H E  H O U S E  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  C O M M I T T E E .



O U T L IN E  F O R  H B  8 5

I. Purpose of H B  85

1. To mandate the installation of two red strobes on the stop arm, and one 
white strobe to the roof of each bus ( not more than 6 feet from the rear of the bus).

2. HB  85 creates a “safety cushion” around the bus, due to the installation of 
this special and highly visible lighting equipment.

3. Strobes on the roof and the stop arm increase the effectiveness of the 
“safety cushion” and make the public more aware that children are in the 
immediate vicinity.

4. All modifications would be completed by November 1, 1991.

II. Support for H B  85

1.Bob Shefchik, Transportation Coordinator, Fairbanks North Star Borough 
School District.

2. Steven Kalmes, Director of Transpotation, Anchorage School District

3. Thomas F. Hyatt, Alaska School Bus Safety Committee

4. Don Oberg r̂esident, NEA-Alaska

5. Kenai Pe; sula Borough School District

III. Anticipated Costs for H B  85

1. A fiscal note is attached to the bill packet. The amount is $168,000. The 
State will reimburse for initial installation (with proper documentation to DOE) at 
the rate of $175/roof mounted strobes and $150/stop arm strobes. The initial 
installation must be completed by November 1,1991. The estimate was derived 
from Sahlberg Equipment in Anchorage.

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE, REPRESENTATIVE FOSTER, PRESIDING
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FURTHER REFERRALS: Health, Education and Social Services

Finance „

HOUSE COMMITTEE REP
Date Referred: January 30, 1991 

Date of Committee Action:

The TRANSPORTATION Committee considered: HB 85

HOUSE BILL NO. 85 SCHOOL BUS SAFETY EQUIPMENT

"An Act relating to equipment required on a school bus; .^nd providing for an effective date."

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
be replaced w ith_______
[ ] have attached amendments(s) 
[yj'do  pass 
[ ] do not pass 
[ ] no recommendations 
[ ] individual recommendations 
[ ] additional referral to th e ____

[ ] the same title 
H a  new title

Committee

ADOPTS: letter of Intent

ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(s): ^

[ (^fiscal impact f t  O . t~r_____________

[ ] zero fiscal note

SIGNING DO PASS:

APPROVES PREVIOUS:

[ ] fiscal note(s)____
[ ] zero fiscal note(s)

(D ept/D  H i )

SIGNING OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:



N E A - A L A S K A
A F F I L I A T E D  W I T H  T H E  N A T I O N A L  E D U C A T I O N  A S S O C I A T I O N

ANCHORAGE REGIONAL OFFICE
1411 W. 33RO AVENUE 

ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99503 
(907) 274-0536

F e b r u a r y  1, 1991

R e p . M i k e  N a v a r r e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P.O. Box  V  
Juneau, A K  9 9811

D e a r  Rep. N a v arre:

N E A - A l a s k a  a p p r e c i a t e s  and supports y o u r  d e s i r e  t o  i m p r o v e  school 
bus safety. It is v e r y  i m p o r tant t h a t  t h e  s a f e t y  of our c h i l d r e n  
re m a i n  p a r a m o u n t  a n d  y o u r  l e g i s l a t i o n  a p p e a r s  to m e e t  t h o s e  
needs. If w e  c a n  b e  of a n y  a s s i s t a n c e  p l e a s e  l e t  us know.

Sincerely,

Don O b e r g  
P r e s i d e n t

JUNEAU OFFICE
105 MUNICIPAL WAY. SUITE 302 

JUNEAU. ALASKA 99801 
1907) 586-3090

2118 CUSHMAN STREET 
FAIRBANKS. ALASKA 99701 

(907) 456-4435

FAIRBANKS REGIONAL OFFICE





O F F I C I A L  B U S I N E S S

(  (
J V l a s k a  JSiate l e g i s l a t u r e

/Mouse of Bcprcacutntiucs
* %  f V  7  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E

7597  R A M O N A  L .  B A R N E S
'  D I S T R I C T  1 4

ANCHORAGE

2 2 3 0  R A X S O N  

A N C H O R A G E .  A L A S K A  9 9 3 0 4  

( 9 0 7 )  3 3 7 - 7 7 3 7  

( 9 0 7 )  5 6 1 - 2 0 3 6

B O X  V

J U N E A U .  A L A S K A  9 9 8 1  1 

( 9 0 7 )  4 6 3 - 3 4 3 8

TO : A l l  H o u se  M em bers 1 y,A/t
FROM: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Ram ona B a r n e s
DATE: J a n u a r y  3 1 ,  1 9 9 1  j
R E : HB 8 8  "A n A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  f o r g i v e n e s s  o f

s c h o l a r s h i p  l o a n s ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  an  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

I  h a v e  i n t r o d u c e d  HB 88  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  f o r e g i v e n e s s  o f  s c h o l a r s h i p  
l o a n s .  T h i s  b i l l  w o u ld  f o r e g i v e  t h e  l o a n  f o r  a  s t u d e n t  who i s  
u n a b le  t o  c o m p le t e  t h e  t e rm  b e c a u s e  o f  s e r v i n g  o n  a c t i v e  d u t y  w i t h  
a s  a  m em ber o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a rm ed  f o r c e s .  T h is  l e t t e r  i s  s e n t  
t o  i n v i t e  y o u  t o  c o - c p o n s o r  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .
T h i s  i s s u e  h a s  com e t o  l i g h t  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  w a r  i n  t h e  P e r s i a n  
G u l f .  I  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  c a l l s  f r o m  c o n s t i t u e n t s  who h a v e  c h i l d r e n  i n  
c o l l e g e  who a r e  m em bers o f  G u a rd  a n d / o r  r e s e r v e  u n i t s .  S h o u ld  t h e s e  
u n i t s  b e  a c t i v a t e d  i n  t h e  m id d le  o f  a  t e rm ,  t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  w o u ld  
l o o s e  c r e d i t s  f o r  t h a t  t e rm .  S i m i l a r l y ,  i f  a  s t u d e n t  v o lu n t e e r e d  
f o r  a c t i v e  d u t y  i n  t h e  m id d le  o f  a  t e rm ,  t h e y  w o u ld  l o o s e  t h e i r  
c r e d i t s  f o r  t h a t  t e rm .  U n d e r  c u r r e n t  s t a t u t e s ,  t h e  l o a n  u t i l i z e d  
f o r  t h a t  p e r i o d  w o u ld  s t i l l  b e  ow ed t o  t h e  s t a t e .  I  b e l i e v e  i t  
w o u ld  b e  u n j u s t  t o  r e q u i r e  t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  t o  r e p a y  t h e s e  l o a n s  when 
t h e y  w e re  r e q u i r e d  t o  l e a v e  s c h o o l  t o  s e r v e  o n  a c t i v e  d u t y .  W h i le  
I  d o  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  m any s t u d e n t s  who a r e  i n  t h e  m id d le  o f  a  t e rm  
w o u ld  v o l u n t e e r  f o r  a c t i v e  d u t y ,  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  d o e s  e x i s t  an d  
t h e y  s h o u ld  b e  s u p p o r t e d  a n d  i n c lu d e d  i n  t h e  f o r e g i v e n e s s  p r o v i s i o n  
a l s o .
D ia n e  B e h re n d s  o f  P o s t  S e c o n d a r y  E d u c a t i o n  o f f i c e  h a s  a d v i s e d  my 
o f f i c e  t h a t ,  t o  d a t e ,  t h e y  h a v e  n o t  h a d  a n y o n e  i n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  
T h e  la n g u a g e  i n  t h e  b i l l  r e s t r i c t s  t h e  f o r e g i v e n e s s  c la u s e  t o  t h o s e  
s t u d e n t s  who a r e  " i n  g o o d  s t a n d i n g "  t o  e l im i n a t e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
o f  .'ibuse o f  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  b i l l .
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R E P R E S E N T A T I V E

R A M O N A  L .  B A R N E S
D I S T R I C T  1 4

ANCHORAGE
2 2 3 0  P A X S O N  

A N C H O R A G E .  A L A S K A  9 9 5 0 4  
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( 9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 3 4 3 8

TO:

FROM:

DATE:

RE: H B  88 "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to t h e  f o rg iveness of s c h o l a r s h i p
loans; a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  date."

R e q u e s t  y o u  s c h e d u l e  h e a r i n g  for H B  88 as soon as possible.

H B  88 r e lates to t h e  f o r g i v e n e s s  of s t u d e n t  loans f o r  m e m b e r s  of 
the a r m e d  servic es w h o  h a v e  h a d  to lea ve school d u r i n g  t h e  m i d d l e  
of a t e r m  to serve on a c t i v e  d u t y  as a m e m b e r  of t h e  U.S. A r m e d  
Forces.

I d o  s u p p o r t  th e  C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  w h i c h  p a s s e d  o u t  of the House 
S p e c i a l  C o m m i t t e e  on M i l i t a r y  a n d  V e t e r a n s  Affairs. A l s o  I have 
b e e n  c o n t a c t e d  b y  P o s t  S e c o n d a r y  E d u c a t i o n  and a d v i s e d  t h a t  the 
F a m i l y  L o a n  P r o g r a m  w a s  i n a d v e r t e n t l y  o m i t t e d  f r o m  t h e  bill. I 
w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  t h i s  p r o g r a m  b e i n g  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  b i l l  and 
w i l l  p r o v i d e  a d r a f t  a m e n d m e n t  for this purpose. T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  
considera tion.

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G e o g i a n a  Lincoln, C o - C h a i r  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P a t  Carney,
H o u s e  HESS  C o m m i t t e e

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  R a m o n a  B arnes

F e b r u a r y  22, 1991



FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date : F e b r u a r y  13, 1991_________

Title: An Act r e l a t i n g  to f o r g iv e n e s s

of s c h o l a r s h i p  loans

STA TE OF ALASKA
1991 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

No. 1

Bill Version: CSHB G8(MLV)

(H) Publish Date: 2/13/91

. Departm ent A ffected : Ed u c a t i o n ______________________

A l a s k a  Stud e n t  Loa n  C o r p or a t i o n / S t u d e n t  

_  jQarapOOetXX L oan P r o g r a m ______________________________

S p on so r :
R equesto r :

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B a r n e s

M i l i t a r y  an d  V e t e r a n s  A f f a i r s  C OM P O N E N T  S E R IA L  N O . 

Expenditures/Revenues: (T h ou sa n d s of Dollars)

O P E R A T IN G FY  92 FY 93 FY  94 FY 95 FY 96 FY 97
P E R S O N A L  S E R V IC E S
T R A V E L
C O N T R A C T U A L
SU P P L IE S
EQU IPM EN T
LA N D  & S T R U C T U R E S
G R A N T S , CLA IM S
M IS C E L LA N E O U S  - L O A N S 22.2 22.4 22.7 22.9 23.1 2 3 .^
T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G

* R e f e r s  to L oans B u d g e t _______________

C A P IT A L  | |

R E V E N U E 1 1
F U N D IN G : (T housands of Dollars)

G E N E R A L  FUN D 22.2 22.4 22.7 Z 2 .9 23.1 23.4

F E D E R A L  FU N D S
O T H E R
T O T A L 22.2 . 2 2 .4 22.7 2 2 .9  .... 23.1 23.4

PO SIT IO N S:'

FU LL -T IM E
PA R T -T IM E
T EM P O R A R Y

Estim ate o f current year im pact: G e n e r a l  fund a p p r o p r i a t i o n  of ill.2 to :over forgiven loans.

A N A LY S IS : (Attach a separa te p ag e if necessary .) C u r r e n t l y  o n l y  two s t u d e n t s  f r o m  the U n i v e r s i t y  

o f  A l a s k a ' s  m a i n  c a m p u s e s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  the b il l ' s  i n t e n d e d  p o p u l a t i o n ,  h ave filed 

for the 100Z re f u n d  d u e  to c a l l - u p  to a c t i v e  duty. 35Z of a l l  b o r r o w e r s  a t t e n d ed  the 

U A  system. E s t i m a t e  a t o t a l  of 10 b o r r o w e r s  p o t e n t i a l l y  a f f e c t e d .  10 x $2,225 

( a v e r a g e  l oan per t e r m  w i t h  a g r o w t h  rate of IZ) ■ $22.2 n e c e s s a r y  f u n d i n g  for FY 92.

Prepared By: J ane B y e r s  M a y n a r d ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t < $ r f f i ^ phnnfl- 4 6 5 - 2 8 5 4 ________________

Division: A l a s k a  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  Po s t s e c o n d a r v  E d u c a t i o n  Date : F e b r u a r y  13. 1991_______

Approved by C om m iss ion e r : ____________________________________________________________
Agency : ________________________________________________________ Date : _______________

Distribution (by preparer): Legislative F inance , Legislative Sp on so r , R equestor , OM B , & Impacted Agency(les).

Rev 10/90 Page I of 1



STA TE OF ALASKA
1991 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision D a le : ________________________
Title: F o r g i v e n e s s  of s c h o l a r s h i p  Inane BRU :

  Departm ent A llected : M i l i t a r y  & V e r p r a n ^  A f f . - H r c

F I S C A L  N O T E  No< 2

Bill Version: C S H B  8 8 ( M L V )

(H) Publish Date: 2 / 1 3 / 9 1

C om pon en t :
S p o n so r :___ Barnes_________

R equestor : House DHVA C O M P O N E N T  SER IA L  N O .

Expenditures/Revenues: (T housands of Dollars)

O P E R A T IN G FY  92 FY  93 FY 94 FY 95 FY  96 FY  97
P E R S O N A L  S E R V IC E S 0
TR A V E L
C O N T R A C T U A L
SU P P L IE S
EQU IPM EN T
LAND & S T R U C T U R E S
G R A N T S . CLA IM S
M IS C E L LA N E O U S
T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G

C A P IT A L

R E V EN U E

FU N D IN G : (T h ou san d s of Dollars)

G E N E R A L  FU N D 0
F E D E R A L  F U N D S
O T H E R
T O T A L

P O S IT IO N S :

FU LL -T IM E
PA R T -T IM E
T EM P O R A R Y

Estimate of current year impact:.

A N A LY S IS : (A ttach a separate page il necessary .) 

No fiscal impact on DMVA

Prepared By : Jef f M o rrison, D i r e c t o r____________________ P h on e : a a s - , a A n n ________________
Division : A d m i n  1st rat tup A q .,p p n r r    Date : F e b r u a r y  12. 1991_

Approved by C om m iss ion e r : _M ff_Hufth , i„  C o x  111_  _________________
Agency : ^ l l i t a r y & V e t e r a n s  A f f a i r s  (J V naln. Feb 12. m i

Distribution (by preparer): Legislative Finance. Legislative Sponsor. Requestor, OMB, & Impacted Agency(ies).



Chairman’s Signature

Date Referted: Januaiy 30,1991 FURTHER REFERRALS:(Health, Education and Social Services^)
Finance

Date of Committee Action:
I

The MILITARY AND VETERANS* AFFAIRS Committee considered: HB 88

HOUSE BILL NO. 88 STUDENT LOAN FORGIVENESS/MILITARY DUTY

"An Act relating to forgiveness of scholarship loans; and providing for an effective date."

( - M O U S E  C O M M I T T E E  R E P ^ T T

RECOMMENDATIONS: n  [/< fhe same title
be replaced with C l'S  -Wv-  ̂ j a new Qtie
[ ] have attached amendments(s)
[r fa o  pass
[ ] do not pass
[ ] no recommendations
[ ] individual recommendations
( ] additional referral to th e _____________________________________ Committee

ADOPTS:_____________________________ letter of Intent

ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(s):
• \  • * fw

O ffiscal im pact__________________

[/'f'zero fiscal note _1_______

( D e p t )

JjciuSL

APPROVES PREVIOUS:

[ ] fiscal note(s)_______

(Dept/Due)

[ ] zero fiscal note(s)

SIGNING DO PASS: SIGNING OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:

Check appropriate column: No Rec Amend



• M I

Date Referred: February 13**1991 FURTHER REFERRALS:
, / ^ O U S E  C O M M I T T E E  R E P f  “' T

(7) N 'V-->
Finance

Date of Committee Action: 3 / 1 2 / 9 1

• The HEALTH, EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES Committee considered: HB 38

HOUSE BELL NO. 88 42 STUDENT LOAN FORGIVENESS/MILITARY DUTY

"An Act reladng to forgiveness of scholarship loans; and providing for an effective date."

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
be replaced w ith  GSBB-&a-
[ ] have attached amendments(s)
[ x] do pass 
[ ] do not pass 
[ ] no recommendations 
[ ] individual recommendations 
[ 1 additional referral to the__
v •.

[ x] the same title 
.[ ] a new title

Committee

ADOPTS: letter of Intent
-■1 '•aff-St.. - .
. •••-’-* :v ~ •

ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(s):

“7 .' [ ] fiscal impact_________________
- ■ .

[ .] zero fiscal note________________

APPROVES PREVIOUS:

[ fiscal note(s)____
[ ̂ zero fiscal note(s)_

(Dqn/Dtie)

SIGNING DO PASS:
v w r  *

SIGNING OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:

Check appropriate column: Do Not Pass No Rec Amend

O '.
\ T

(- c c------

• - .’’v

v .  .%< 
# •

tjgAw

^ C h a i r m a n ' s  S ig n a tu r e -



7-LS0556VD.1
Ford

02/22/91

OFFERED IN THE HOUSE 
TO: CSHB 88(MLV)

Page 1, line 1, after "scholarship":
Insert "and family education"

Page 1, following line 9:
Insert a new bill section to read:

"* Sec. 2. AS 14.43.740(a) is amended to read:
(a) The provisions of AS 14.43.100, 14.43.110, 14.43.115, 14.43.120(a) - (d), (i), (m), 

[AND] (r), and (s), and 14.43.135 apply to a loan made under AS 14.43.710 - 14.43.790."

A M E N D M E N T

Renumber the following bill sections accordingly.
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 88 ( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
BY

O ffered :
R eferred :

S pon so rs): R EPR ESEN TA T IV ES  BARNES, M a rtin , M ack ie , Gonza les, M A .M il! e r , Sharp , G J h il l ip s , Z aw ack i,
T a y lo r , M acL ean , C D a v is A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

1 "An Act relating to forgiveness of scholarship and family education loans; and providing

2 for an effective dale."

v 3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1; AS 14.43.120 is amended by adding new subsections to read:
(s) A portion of a loan shall be forgiven by the state if, after being enrolled in the course 

of study for which the loan was granted, the borrower is a student in good standing and is unable 
to complete the school term as a result of serving on active duty as a member of the armed

8  forces of the United States. The portion of die loan that shall be forgiven by the state is equal
9 to the amount borrowed by the student for the school term in which the borrower’s studies are

10 terminated.
11 (t) Forgiveness under (s) of this section is subject to appropriation by the legislature.
12 Money obtained from the sale of bonds by the Student Loan Corporation under AS 14.42.220
13 may not be appropriated for the forgiveness of loans.
14 * Sec. 2. AS 14.43.740(a) is amended to read:

• 1*
,VW ~-y r 7 I DELETED TEXT BRACKETED I

CSHB88( )
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H e a r i n g  F o c u s e s  o n  E d u c a t i o n ’s F u t u r e  R o l e

C olleges and universities and the 
federal government must make 
greater strides in educating stu­

dents, especially minorities, if the United 
States is to regain its competitive edge in 
the world economy, education and busi­
ness representatives told a Senate sub­
committee during a hearing last week.

The hearing, before the Senate Sub­
c o m m i t t e e  o n  E d u c a t i o n ,  A r t s ,  a n d  H u ­

manities, focused on the reauthorization 
of the Higher Education Act and the role 
of institutions in preparing students for 
the future. Witnesses stressed the need to 
improve education opportunities for the 
nation's growing minority population.

College participation rates for mi­
norities and poor students remain far be­
hind those of white students, American 
Council on Education Senior Scholar 
Reginald Wilson told the panel.

“Demographic studies indicate that 
. . .  shortly after the year 2000, minorities 
will comprise one-third of the American 
population and nearly 40 percent of the 
students in puDlic school," Wilson said. 
“Unless our institutions adapt to the new 
reality that those we call ‘non-traditional’ 
students will be the norm for the fore­
seeable future, we will not only ineffi­
ciently expend our educational resources 
but we will leave large segments of our 
rapidly changing population poorly edu­
cated."

Improvingeducational opportunities 
for minorities, Wilson said, will require a 
significant increase in federal student aid 
grants; support for minority graduate fel­
lowships and scholarships; increased 
support for historically black colleges and 
Hispanic and American Indian colleges; 
fund ing for col lege programs that increase 
minority participation and graduation; 
demonstration grants for innovative 
teaching-leamingstrategies and programs; 
and funding forexemplaryschool-to-work 
and two-year to four-year transition pro­
grams.

In addition, the higher education 
community must recognize and address 
the needs of the growing number of part- 
time students, Thomas Ehrlich, president 
of the Indiana University System, told the 
Senate panel.

Many undergraduates In the Indiana 
University System areolderstudcnts with 
families, who attend school part time, he 
said. Part-time students are unable to ap­
ply for Pell Grants and cannot get student

Reginald Wilson

loan deferrals if they stop taking classes 
for six months and then resume them, 
unless they enroll full time, he said. 
Changes in federal policies are needed, 
Ehrlich maintained.

( c o n t in u e d  on  p a g e  4)

Bills W o u l d  R e q u i r e  

T u i t i o n  R e f u n d s  t o  

S t u d e n t  R e s e r v i s t s

L egislation mandating that colleges 
and universities provide tuition re- 
fundsand credits tostudent military 

reservists called to active duty has been 
proposed in the House and Senate, al­
though many colleges and universities al­
ready have adopted such policies volun­
tarily.

The Senate Labor and Human Re­
sources Committee last week approved S. 
335, under which soldiers serving in the 
Persian Gulf would not have to begin re­
paying student loans until the end of the 
conflict. The bill, introduced by Sen. Ed­
ward M. Kennedy (D-MA), also would pro­
vide refunds or tuition credits to military 
personnel forced to withdraw from 
postsecondary classes because of the war.

Rep. Bill Richardson (D-NM) has in­
troduced a separate bill to ensure that 
student reservists do not lose college tu­
ition paid before being called to serve in 
the Middle East. However, more than ti(M) 

( c o n t in u a l  on  p a g e  4)

Ability to B e n e f i t  L a w  

S u s p e n d e d  b y  R u l i n g

T he Education Department has 
ruled that through June 30, only 
those students seeking federal fi­

nancial aid who do not have a high school 
diploma will be required to pass a test to 
show that they can benefit from 
postsecondary education.

The temporary ruling restricts a fed­
eral law approved by Congress last year 
aimed at reducing loan defaults and abuse 
in federal student aid programs. As en­
acted, the law requires all students with­
out a diploma or its equivalent to pass an 
“ability to benefit” test, regardless of 
whether they seek financial aid. Institu­
tions that failed to comply wit h the testing 
law risked losing their student aid eligi­
bility.

Congressional leaders have admitted 
that the testing requirement was intended 
only for those seeking and receiving fed­
eral financial aid. The provision was ap­
proved hastily as part of the 1991 budget 
and deficit reduction package last year.

Educators across the nation argued 
that the testing rule infringed on their 
admissions practices and would prevent 
some students, especially the poor, mi­
norities. and immigrants, from enrolling 
in courses necessary for them to improve 
and developjob skills. Despite complaints, 
Education Department officials said they 
had to enforce the testing law as enacted.

However, earlier this month, the de­
partment revised the rule to settle law­
suits filed by educators in California and 
Tennessee. A California federal judge is­
sued a restraining order barring the de­
partment from enforcing the rule until 
June 30. The department then announced 
that the rule was being revised temporari ly 

( c o n t in u e d  o n  p a g e  2)

I n s i d e :

■ Department clarifies its anti-drug
program law. 
 2

■ Sheldon Hackney, president of the
University of Pennsylvania, 
discusses campus rape. 

.................................................... 5
■ Study claims student loans nre

not a burden for graduates. 
...................................................5



T H I S  D O C U M E N T  
H A S  B E E N  R E P H O T O G R A P H E D  

T O  A S S U R E  L E G I B I L I T Y
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C S  FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 88 ( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
BY

O ffered :
R eferred :

Sponso rs): R EPR ESEN TA T IV ES  BARNES, M a rtin , M ack ie , Gonzales, M A .M il le r , Sharp , GJPhillips, Z aw ack i,
T a y lo r , M acLean , C-Davis A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act relating to forgiveness of scholarship and family education loans; and providing
I-

2  for an effective date."

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1: AS 14.43.120 is amended by adding new subsections to read:
(s) A ponion of a loan shall be forgiven by the state if, after being enrolled in the course

’ 6 of study for which the loan was granted, the borrower is a student in good standing and is unable
7 to complete the school term as a result of serving on active duty as a member of the armed
8 forces of the United States. The portion of the loan that shall be forgiven by the state is equal
9 to the amount borrowed by the student for the school term in which the borrower’s studies are

. > 10 terminated.
11 (t) Forgiveness under (s) of this section is subject to appropriation by the legislature.

12 Money obtained from the sale of bonds by the Student Loan Corporation under AS 14.42.220
13 may not be appropriated for the forgiveness of loans.
14 * Sec. 2. AS 14.43.740(a) is amended to read:

• 1-
■Vpv ~*xr [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED!

C S H B  88( )



1 (a) The provisions of AS 14.43.100, 14.43.110, 14.43.115, 14.43.120(a) - (d), (i), (m),
2  and (r) - (t) [(r)], and 14.43.135 apply to a loan made under AS 14.43.710 - 14.43.790.
3 * Sec. 3. This Act applies to principal and interest due on a loan entered into on or after July 1, 1990,
4  * Sec. 4. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT

CSHB 8S( ) -2-
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H e a r i n g  F o c u s e s  o n  E d u c a t i o n ’s F u t u r e  R o l e  Ability to B e n e f i t  L a w

S u s p e n d e d  b y  R u l i n gC olleges and universities and the 
federal government must make 
greater strides in educating stu­

dents, especially minorities, if the United 
States is to regain its competitive edge in 
the world economy, education and busi­
ness representatives told a Senate sub­
committee during a hearing last week.

The hearing, before the Senate Sub­
c o m m i t t e e  o n  E d u c a t i o n ,  A r t s ,  a n d  H u ­

manities, focused on the reauthorization 
of the Higher Education Act and the role 
of institutions in preparing students for 
the future. Witnesses stressed the need to 
improve education opportunities for the 
nation’s growing minority population.

College participation rates for mi­
norities and poor students remain far be­
hind those of white students, American 
Council on Education Senior Scholar 
Reginald Wilson told the panel.

“Demographic studies indicate that 
. . .  shortly after the year 2000, minorities 
will comprise one-third of the American 
population and nearly 40 percent of the 
students in public school," Wilson said. 
“Unless our institutions adapt to the new 
reality that those we call 'non-traditional' 
students will be the norm for the fore­
seeable future, we will not only ineffi­
ciently expend our educational resources 
but we will leave large segments of our 
rapidly changing population poorly edu­
cated."

Improving educational opportunities 
for minorities, Wilson said, will require a 
significant increase in federal student aid 
grants; support for minority graduate fel­
lowships and scholarships; increased 
support for historically black colleges and 
Hispanic and American Indian colleges; 
funding forcollege programs that increase 
minority participation and graduation; 
demonstration grants for innovative 
teaching-learning strategics and programs; 
and funding forexeinplaiy school-to-work 
and two-year to four-year transition pro­
grams.

In addition, the higher education 
community must recognize and address 
the needs of the growing number of part- 
time students, Thomas Ehrlich, president 
of the Indiana University System, told the 
Senate panel.

Many undergraduates In the Indiana 
University System arc older students with 
families, who attend school part time, ho 
said. Part-time students are unable to ap­
ply for Pell Grants and cannot get student

Reginald Wilson

loan deferrals if they stop taking classes 
for six months and then resume them, 
unless they enroll full time, he said. 
Changes in federal policies are needed, 
Ehrlich maintained.

(continued on page 4)

Bills W o u l d  R e q u i r e  

T u i t i o n  R e f u n d s  t o  

S t u d e n t  R e s e r v i s t s

L egislation mandating that colleges 
and universities provide tuition re­
funds and credits tostudcnt military 

reservists called to active duty has been 
proposed in the House and Senate, al­
though many colleges and universities al­
ready have adopted such policies volun­
tarily.

The Senate Labor and Human Re­
sources Committee last week approved S. 
335, under which soldiers serving in the 
Persinn Gulf would not have to begin re­
paying student loans until the end of the 
conflict. The bill, introduced by Sen. Ed­
ward M. Kennedy (D-MA), also would pro­
vide refunds or tuition credits to military 
personnel forced to withdraw from 
postsecondary classes because of t he war.

Rep. Dill Richardson (D-NM) has in­
troduced a separate bill to ensure that 
student reservists do not lose college tu­
ition paid before being called to serve in 
the Middle East. However, more than (MX) 

(continued on page 4)

T he Education Department has 
ruleo that through June 30, only 
those students seeking federal fi­

nancial aid who do not have a high school 
diploma will be required to pass a test to 
show that they can benefit from 
postsecondary education.

The temporary ruling restricts a fed­
eral law approved by Congress last year 
aimed at reducing loan defaults and abuse 
in federal student aid programs. As en­
acted, the law requires all students with­
out a diploma or its equivalent to pass an 
“ability to benefit" test, regardless of 
whether they seek financial aid. Institu­
tions that failed to comply with the testing 
law risked losing their student aid eligi­
bility.

Congressional leaders have admitted 
that the testing requirement was intended 
only fcr those seeking and receiving fed­
eral financial aid. The provision was ap­
proved hastily as part of the 1991 budget 
and deficit reduction package last year.

Educators across the nation argued 
that the testing rule infringed on their 
admissions practices and would prevent 
some students, especially the poor, mi­
norities, and immigrants, from enrolling 
in courses necessary for them to improve 
and develop job skills. Despite complaints, 
Education Department officials said they 
had to enforce the testing law as enacted.

However, earlier this month, the de­
partment revised the rule to settle law­
suits filed by educators in California and 
Tennessee. A California federal judge is­
sued a restraining order barring the de­
partment from enforcing the rule until 
June 30. The department then announced 
that therulevvas being revised temporarily 

(continued on page J )

I n s i d e :

■ Department clarifies its anti-drug 
progrnm law.
 2

* Sheldon Hackney, president of the 
University of Pennsylvania, 
discusses campus rape.
......................................................5

a Study claims student loans are 
not a burden for graduates. 
.....................................................5
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higher education systems and individual 
institutions report that they already ltavc 
developed such policies.

Last November, American Council on 
Education (ACE) President Robert H. 
Atwell and the heads of five other higher 
education associations sent a letter to 
colleges and universities recommending 
that institutions develop their own poli­
cies to prevent the need for a federal law 
mandating refunds and credits. A federal 
law likely would fail to take into account 
the variations among schools and not al­
low flexibility in policies, stated the letter.

College and university presidents 
were asked to send copies of their refund 
and credit policies to ACE so that the 
associations could demonstrate to Defense 
Department officials and members 
of Congress that institutions were com­
plying with the request.

Among the policies received by ACE, 
most call for 100 percent refunds for all 
fees and tuition and pro rated refunds for 
room and board charges. Some policies 
allow student reservists to withdraw from 
their classes or to receive a grade of in­
complete with the opportunity to finish 
course work in the future. Others allow a 
student to receive a grade for a course if a 
professor determines that enough of the 
class has been completed before the stu­
dent is called to active duty.

However, institutions in Texas are 
unable to develop such policies voluntarily 
because of a state law prohibiting full 
refundsifstudentswithdrawafterspecific 
time periods, said a researcher for the 
state’s House of Representatives. The bill

Senate H E A  Hearing H e l d

(continuedfrom  page 1)
Business leaders who testified at the 

hearing said that more partnerships be­
tween institutions and companies are re­
quired to discuss skills students need to 
enter the workforce. MCI spent about $8 
million on training last year, John 
Zimmerman, an MCI Communications 
senior vice president, told subcommittee 
members.

“More and more young people art* 
being barred from MCI because they lack 
the basic skills," he said. "We can't afford 
to let education slip, and I’m afraid we are 
doing that today."

Zimmerman and other business rep­
resentatives said high school and college 
students are graduating without the basic 
skills needed to secure entry level posi­
tions.

Business representatives said stu­
dents must master more technical and 
problem-solving skills, and knowledge of 
foreign languages will be Increasingly 
Important in coming years. ■
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states that refunds can be given only to 
students who drop out of a class within 12 
days of its start but remain in school. A 
percentageof tuition payments is refunded 
for students who withdraw from institu­
tions within 20 days after the beginning of 
classes. Earlier this month, the Texas 
Senate approved a bill allowing tuition 
refunds for military reservists serving in 
the Persian Gulf. House members are ex­
pected to begin debate on the bill soon.

“We have had an enormous response 
to our call to voluntarily institute a refund 
policy," said ACE Vice President and Gen­
eral Counsel Sheldon E. Steinbach. “It 
appears thatamqjority of institutions with 
military reservists have responded and 
have submitted their policies on tuition 
refunds. Most policies include provisions 
similar to those in the Kennedy bill," 
Steinbach noted.

Under Kennedy's bill, the Gulf War 
Higher Education and Health Care Short­
age Assistance Act, credits would have to 
be used within one year after the students 
are released or discharged from the mili­
tary.

Richardson’s bill, H.R. S21, the Per­
sian Gulf Conflict Education Equity Act, 
calls for a total refund of tuition and fees. 
Institutions failing to return tuition pay­
ments would lose their eligibility to par­
ticipate in federal financial assistance 
programs.

In addition, Richardson's bill would 
restore certain GI Bill education benefits 
that otherwise would be lost and provide 
forgiveness for some federal loans. Re­
servists who qualify for educational ben­

efits under the GI Bill currently receive 
$1-10 per month for up to 36 months to 
defray cducat ional costs. Those called up 
toad iveduly before theend of asemester 
lose credit for that semester and that 
number of months of benefits. The bill 
would allow reluming reservists to have 
their monthly educational benefits fully 
restored for the unfinished semester.

The bill also would proride a 12.5 
percent pro-rata system of Perkins Loan 
cancellations for those who serve in the 
combat zone for less titan one year. Cur­
rent law provides 12.5 percent loan re­
duction only for those who serve for at 
least one year.

Richardson said est imates show that 
loan forgiveness would cost the govern­
ment less than S1.8 million, but added that 
it is difficult to estimate cost because 
there is no data on the number of troops 
in the Middle East wlto have Perkins loans.

In introducing the bill earlier this 
month, Richardson said, “We all know 
that voluntary compliance does not yield 
the same results as a federal mandate."

In addition to Atwell, association 
heads who signed the November letter to 
college presidents were Allan W. Ostar. 
the American Association of State Col­
leges and Universities: Robert M. 
Rosenzweig, Association of American 
Universities: Robert L. Clodius. National 
Association of State Universitiesand Land- 
Grant Colleges: Dale Parnell. American 
Association of Community and Junior 
Colleges; and Richard F. Rosser. National 
Association of Independent Colleges and 
Universities. ■

R e p o r t  T r a c e s  T r e n d s  in D e g r e e s  C o n f e r r e d

W hile the number of bachelor’s de­
grees awarded to African Ameri­
cans increased 2.6 percent be­

tween 1986-87 and 1988-89, those gains 
were due solely to awards made to Afri­
can American women, a survey by the 
National Center for Education Statistics 
(NCES) shows. The number of degrees 
received by African American men de­
clined during the period, from 22,-199 to 
22,365.

The report, which traces race/ 
ct Imicity t rends in degrees conferred over 
a 10-year period, also found that between 
1986-87 and 1988-89, the rate of growl h in 
degrees awarded to all women at all levels 
exceeded the rate of growth for men. 
Women earned a greater proportion of 
associate, bachelor's, and master’s de­
grees in 1989, while men earned a greater 
proportion of I ml 11 duct ora! and first pro­
fessional degrees, the study indicates.

The report presents data from the 
Integrated Posisecondaiy Education Data 
System lll'EDSi I omplclions Survey of 
accredited post secondary institutions for

the years 1978-79 to 19SS-S9. Tlte annual 
survey collects data on m:\jor field ofstud.v
and degrees conferred by level of award. 

Other highlights of the study include:
■ The most popular fields of study 

for recipients of bachelor's degrees in 198S- 
89 were business and management, social 
sciences, and education, while master's 
recipients most often studied education 
and business and management.

■ Tlte number of both master's and 
doctoral degrees awarded between 1986- 
87and 1988-89 increased. Whileall ethnic; 
racial groups contributed to the growth in 
master's degree recipients, over half of 
the growth in doctoral degrees can be 
attributed to sut Increase in awards to 
nonresident aliens.

The report. Rnce/Ethniclly Trends 
In Degrees Conferred by Institutions 
of Higher Kdorut Ion: 197K’-7U through 
1988-89, Is available tor S2..70 from the 
Superintendent <>l Documents, U.S. Gov­
ernment I 'rim inu* il llcc. Washington. D C. 
29 UI2. (2021 7SI .I2.I3. The M o c k  number 
i s i h ;;v i h i i i . ( i i i |:|:|.o . ■

American Council on Education. HEN A
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T a s k  F o r c e  o n  M e d i a t i o n  
f o r  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  o f  A l a s k a

J u n e  8, 1990

C h i e f  J u s t i c e  W a r r e n  W. M a t t h e w s  
A l a s k a  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  
303 K  S t r e e t  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  99501

D e a r  C h i e f  J u s t i c e  M a t t h e w s :

W e  a r e  p l e a s e d  t o  t r a n s m i t  to y o u  t h e  final r e p o r t  o f  the 
M e d i a t i o n  T a s k  Force.

S incer e l y ,

S t e p h h n i e  J. Cole^S t e p h e n
C o - C h a i r

Honoop^ble M i c h a e l

M a r l a  N. G r e e n s t e i n Pam K i r k

Yy](uiKij
J e p e a n e  M o o r e

R e p o r t  fro«ri TfNbVc Fem,e.c>Nj (Y\cA\A-V-iors/



E x e c u t i v e  S u m m a r y

In the A l a s k a  C o u r t  System's f isca l y e a r  1989 b u d g e t  

a p p r o p r i a t i o n  d o c u m e n t  (May 1988), the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

i n s e r t e d  the f o l l o w i n g  provision:

It is the l e g i s l a t u r e ' s  intent that the c o u r t  

s y s t e m  e d u c a t e  judges, a t t o r n e y s  a n d  the 

p u b l i c  o n  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  b e n e f i t s  of

mediatio n. The c o u r t  s ystem s h o u l d  e v a l u a t e  

a n d  q u a n t i f y  the p o t e n t i a l  b e n e f i t s  to the

c o n s u m e r s  as w e l l  as the c o u r t  s y s t e m  of

mediat i o n ,  as an option.

In D e c e m b e r  1988, C h i e f  J u s t i c e  W a r r e n  M a t t h e w s  a p p o i n t e d  a 

T a s k  Force o n  Mediation, and a s k e d  the t a s k  force m e m b e r s  to 

focus on the uses, a v a i l a b i l i t y  and limits  of m ediat i o n ,  and to 

issue a r e p o r t  o n  the s u bj ect to the s u p r e m e  court. F a i r b a n k s  

Su p e r i o r  C o u r t  Judge N i e s j e  S t e i n k r u g e r  and D e p u t y  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

Di r e c t o r  S t e p h a n i e  Col e w e r e  d e s i g n a t e d  c o - c h a i r s  for the t a s k  

force. O t h e r  m e m b e r s  w e r e  P a t r i c k  J. McKay, an a t t o r n e y  in

p r iva te practice; P a m  Kirk, r e p r e s e n t i n g  the A l a s k a  D i s p u t e

Settleme nt A s s ociation; M a r l a  N. Greer.stein, a n  a t t o r n e y  w i t h  

r e s e a r c h  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  e x p e r i e n c e  in a l t e r n a t e  d i s p u t e  

resol u t i o n  programs; B a r r o w  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  J u d g e  M i c h a e l  I. 

Jeffery; and J e neane Moore, s e r v i n g  as t a s k  force reporter.



The t a s k  force h e l d  seven meeti n g s  b e t w e e n  F e b r u a r y  24, 1989 a n d  

M a y  29, 1990. The t a s k  force's final r eport includes the h i s t o r y  

of m e d i a t i o n  in A l a s k a  and c u r r e n t  p r a c t i c e s  w i t h i n  the c o u r t  

system, a n d  make s 10 r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to the s u prem e court:

1. The A l a s k a  Court S y s t e m  s h o u l d  u n d e r t a k e  a m e d i a t i o n  

p i l o t  project.

2. E f fort s s h oul d be m a d e  to p r o v i d e  for a w i d e r  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  of an e x i s t i n g  p ubli c i n f o r m a t i o n  p a m p h l e t  

a b o u t  mediation, and the A l a s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m  s h o u l d  a s k  

the A l a s k a  Bar A s s o c i a t i o n  to form a s t a n d i n g  c o m m i t t e e  

o n  A l t e r n a t i v e  D i sp ute Resolution. The A l a s k a  C o u r t  

S y s t e m  s h o u l d  c o n s i d e r  p r e p a r i n g  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  

a n n o u n c e m e n t s  about m e d i a t i o n  for radio b r o a d c a s t s  in 

r u r a l  Alaska.

f  3. T h e  A l a s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m  should s e e k  a s t a t u t o r y  c h a n g e

to AS 25.20.090 to e nsur e the c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  of the 

m e d i a t i o n  process.

4. T h e  A l a s k a  C ourt S y s t e m  s h o u l d  a d o p t  a new c o u r t  rule 

a l l o w i n g  for e x p a n d e d  use of mediation.

5. T h e  A l a s k a  Court S y s t e m  should m a k e  t r a i n i n g  about 

m e d i a t i o n  av ailable to judges.
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6. T h e  A l a s k a  Court System s hould e n c o u r a g e  judges to 

u t i l i z e  m e d i a t i o n  s e t t l e m e n t  techniques.

H |  7. T h e  A l a s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m  s h o u l d  c o n s i d e r  i m p o s i n g  a

r e q u i r e m e n t  in p r e t r i a l  orders that a t t o r n e y s  a d v i s e  

t h e i r  c l i e n t s  of a v a i l a b l e  a l t e r a t i v e  d i s p u t e  

r e s o l u t i o n  services.

8. A  s y s t e m  s h o u l d  be d e v e l o p e d  w h i c h  allows for the 

p r o v i s i o n  of m e d i a t i o n  services to indigents.

9. T h e  A l a s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m  s h ould s u p p o r t  local e f f o r t s  

t h r o u g h o u t  A l a s k a  to e s t a b l i s h  a n d  i m p l e m e n t  m e d i a t i o n  

a n d  c o n c i l i a t i o n  p r o g r a m s .

10. T h e  A l a s k a  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  s h o u l d  a p p o i n t  a s t a n d i n g  

c o m m i t t e e  o n  mediation.



The task force also r e c o m m e n d s  that the c o i ^ ^  s y s t e m  

ask the A l a s k a  Bar A s s o c i a t i o n  to f s t a n d i n g  

c o m m i t t e e  on Alter n a t e  D i s p u t e  R ^ ^ ^ f l o n ,  c o n s i s t i n g

of a t t o r n e y  members who 

m e d i a t i o n  services in

in f o s t e r i n g

The task f o i ^ ^ p P e c o m m e n d s  t h a t  the c o u r t  s y s t e m  

c o n s i d e r ^ g p P a r i n g  p ublic s e r v i c e  a n n o u n c e m e n t s  for 

r a d i o ^ ^ f a d c a s t s  in rural Alaska, s u g g e s t i n g  m e d i a t i o n  

al t e r n a t i v e  to court iJtion.

3. C o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  in m e d i a t i o n

Currently, AS 25.20.090 ("Factors for c o n s i d e r a t i o n  in 

a w a r d i n g  s hared c h i l d  custody") reads, in p e r t i n e n t  

part:

In d e t e r m i n i n g  w h e t h e r  to 
award s h ared c u s t o d y  of a child 
the c o u r t  shall c o n s ider....

(7) any findings a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  
of a n e utral m e d i a t o r ; ...

The task force suggests t h a t  this s t atute as c u r r e n t l y  

w r i t t e n  endangers the m e d i a t i o n  process and runs 

c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  m a j o r i t y  v i e w  t h a t  m e d i a t i o n  

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  be kept confid e n t i a l .  T he m a j o r i t y  v i e w  

a l s o  d o e s  n o t  e n v i s i o n  a m e d i a t o r  m a k i n g  a 

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  about the r e s o l u t i o n  of a dispute, 

s h o u l d  m e d i a t i o n  be t e r m i n a t e d  w i t h o u t  agreement. T h e  

m e d i a t o r ' s  role is to g uid e the parties to a m u t u a l  

decision, and not to impose a d e c i s i o n  (even in the 

form of a recommendation) u p o n  the p a rties if they 

c a n n o t  r e a c h  a decision.

T he task force recomm ends that the c o urt s y s t e m  s e e k  a 

s t a t u t o r y  c hange w hic h w o u l d  s ub stitute the term 

"custody investigator" for the term "neutral m e d i a t o r . "  

T h e  f i n d i n g s  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  of a c u s t o d y

32
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i n v e s t i g a t o r  are m o r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  for the c o u r t 's 

co n s iderat ion.

In the future it may be n e c e s s a r y  to adopt st atutes to 

p r o v i d e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  for the c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  of 

m e d i a t i o n  sessions.

4. E x p a n d e d  a u t h o r i t y  for m e d i a t i o n

Curren tly, referenc es in state statutes to the c o u r t ’s 

a u t h o r i t y  to refer cases to m e d i a t i o n  are l i m i t e c U t o  

s p e c i f i c  types o f  cases (for example, d i v o r c e s .) ^ B c h e  

t a s k  force recommend s that the s u p r e m e  court a d j ^ ^ t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  court rule, w h i c h  w o u l d  enable J ^ f c t s  to 

r e f e r  to m e d i a t i o n  all types of c i v i l  w h e n  a

judge d eterm i n e s  t h a t  such a r e f e ^ ^ R  w o u l d  be 

appropriate:

Pr o p o s e d  Civil Rul e

(a) Appli cation. A t  a O P ' t i m e  a f t e r  a c o m p l a i n t  is 

filed, a p a r t y  file a m o t i o n  w i t h  the c o u r t

r e q u e s t i n g  m e d j J R o n  of the a c t i o n  for the p u r p o s e  

of a c h i e v i n q ^ p m u t u a l l y  a g r e e a b l e  settlement. T h e
v

m o t i o n  m u s O F a d d r e s s  how the m e d i a t i o n  s h o u l d  be 

c o n d u c t i o n s  s p e c i f i e d  in p a r a g r a p h  (b), i n c l u d i n g  

the n O F s  of any a c c e p t a b l e  mediators. The c o u r t  

m a y ^ ^ d e r  m e d i a t i o n  in r e s p o n s e  to such a motion, 

o * o n  its o w n  motion, w h e n e v e r  it d e t e r m i n e s  that 

Fdiation m a y  r e s u l t  in a s e t t l e m e n t  of the 

'action.

Order. A c ourt o r d e r  of m e d i a t i o n  must state:
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JMasha (Court J^gstem
^ t a ie  of G la s h a  

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR

CHARLES S . CHRISTENSEN III Anchorage, AK 99501
StaM Counsel F e b r u a r y  15, 1991 (9 07 )264 -8228

303 K Street

The H o n o r a b l e  G e o r g i a n n a  L i n c o l n  
Co-Chairman, House H E S S  C o m m i t t e e  
P.O. B o x  V 
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

Dear R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Lincoln:

I am w r i t i n g  to reques t that the H E S S  C o m m i t t e e  s c h e d u l e  a 
h e a r i n g  on House Bil l 93, r e l a t i n g  to the factors for 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  in a w a r d i n g  s h a r e d  c h i l d  custody, at its e a r l i e s t  
convenience. This bill was i n t r o d u c e d  at the request cf t h e  
A l a s k a  Court System.

In December, 1988, Chief J u s t i c e  W a r r e n  M a t the ws c r e a t e d  the T a s k  
Force on M e d i a t i o n  in r e s p o n s e  to an i n s t r u c t i o n  from the 
F i f t e e n t h  Legislature. The p u r p o s e  of the t a s k  force was to 
e v a l u a t e  the poten t i a l  b enefits of m e d i a t i o n  to consume rs and to 
the c o u r t  system. In its report, i s s u e d  in June, 1990, t he t a s k  
force r e c o m m e n d e d  the s t a t u t o r y  c h ange c o n t a i n e d  in HB 93.

Currently, AS 25.20.090 reads in p e r t i n e n t  part:

In d e t e r m i n i n g  w h e t h e r  to awa rd shared c u s t o d y  of 
a child the court shall c o n s i d e r

• • • •

(7) any findings and r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  of a n e utral 
mediator;

A f t e r  study, the task force c o n c l u d e d  that this s t a t u t e  as 
c u r r e n t l y  w r i t t e n  endangers the m e d i a t i o n  process and runs

C o u r t  s y & f e m



T h e  H o n o r a b l e  P a t  C a r n e y
F e b r u a r y  1 5 ,  1 9 9 1
P a g e  2

c o n t r a r y  to the m a j o r i t y  v i e w  that m e d i a t i o n  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  be 
kept confidential. The m a j o r i t y  v i e w  also does not e n v i s i o n  a 
m e d i a t o r  m a k i n g  a r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  about the r e s o l u t i o n  of a 
dispute, should m e d i a t i o n  be term in a t e d  w i t h o u t  agreement. The 
m e d i a t o r ' s  role is to guide the partie s to a m utu al decision, and  
not to impose a d e c i s i o n  (even in the form of a recommenda tion) 
u p o n  the parties if they c annot r e a c h  a decision.

T o  c o rr ect this problem, HB 93 w o u l d  substitute the term "custody 
i n v e s t i g a t o r  a p p o in ted by the court" for the ter m "neutral 
m e d i a t o r . "  The court s ys tem c u r r e ntly employs c u s t o d y  
in v e stigat ors who  are appoi nted in specific cases to a s s i s t  the 
c o u r t  in o b t a i n i n g  the facts n eeded to make c u s t o d y  decisions. 
Th e  findings and r e c o m mend ations of a c u s t o d y  i n v e s t i g a t o r  are 
m o r e  appropriate  for a court's c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h a n  are the 
findings of a neutral mediator.

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  courtesy. Please contact m e  if you have any 
q u e s t i o n s  o r  comments c o n c e r n i n g  this legislation.

V e r y  t ruly  yours

C. S. C h r i s t e n s e n  III 
Staff Counsel

C S C : b h
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Re p r e s e n t a t i v e  G e o r g i a n n a  Lincoln, Co-Chair 
House HESS C o m m ittee 
PO B o x  V
Juneau, Ak. 99811

R®: House Bill 93

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Lincoln,

The purpose of this letter la to inform y o u  that w e  are s t r o n g l y  
opposed  to House Bill 93: A n  act r e l a t i n g  to the factors to be
considere d w h e n  a w a r d i n g  s h a r e d  child custody.

As the law n o w  s t a n d s  b o t h  parties can u t i l i 2 e the eervicea of a 
nuetral m e d i a t o r  to m a k e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to the court r e g a r d i n g  if 
shared child c u s t o d y  is in the best interest of the chi*~iren), or the 
court m a y  appoint the C u s t o d y  I nvestigator's Office to m a k e  the 
recommendation.

i i
This bill w o u l d  e l i m i n a t e  the o p t i o n  for p a ren ts to u s e  a nuetral 
mediator, and w o u l d  r e quire the Custody Investi gator's Office to handle 
all cases.
We believe it w o u l d  be a s e r io us m i s t a k e  to r e qu ire judges a nd parents 
to use only the c u s t o d y  i n v est igators that w o r k  for the court s y s t e m  
because they are not a c c o u n t a b l e  for their  .decisions, are biased 
against fathers, and ca rry out t h e i r  investi gations in s e c r e c y  without 
either party h a v i n g  the o p t i o n  to r e c o r d  the interviews o r  to rebutt 
allegations m a d e  b y  the investigators.

On the other hand, nuetral m e d i a t o r s  in private practice are h e l d  
accountable for their work, a n d  if they are b i a s e d  the public simply 
stops u s i n g  t h e m  a n d  finds one w i t h  a g o o d  r e p u t a t i o n  for objectivity.

The Custody I n v e s tigator's O f f i c e  must be m o v e d  out of the s e c recy of 
the court s y s t e m  b e f o r e  the y are g i v e n  any additional power over • 
families and c h i l d r e n  in Alaska. This fact is s t a t e d  clear ly in 
te s t imony taken b y  the Senate F a m i l y  L a w  R e v i e w  T a s k  Force.- We w o u l d  
be h a p p y  to p r ov ide that i nform a t i o n  to y o u  upon request,

We appreciate  the o p p o r t u n i t y  to offer input on this important issue, 
and **e r e c o m m e n d  that this bill be tabled. It is b a d  publi c policy.

Sincerely,
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Date of Committee Action:
The HEALTH. EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES Committee considered:
HOUSE BILL NO. 93 CHILD CUSTODY INVESTIGATORS

"An̂ Act relating to the factors to be considered when awarding shared child custody.”

Judiciary

HB 93

RECOMMENDATIONS:
be replaced w ith__________ C S  H B S 3  C H E .5 ^ )

] have attached amendments(s) 
v i  do pass 

) do not pass 
] no recommendations 
] individual recommendarions 
] additional referral to the__

[ 1 the same title 
. [v ia new title

Committee

ADOPTS: letter of Intent

Check appropriate column, Amend

/LLvmc-o U iV n)

C^ChaiuThfin’s Signature
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[ ] fiscal impact  [ ] fiscal note(s)____________
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DATE 3/8/91

TAPE # z o

T I M E  C A L L E D  TO O R  PER  ̂ . ^ 4  C a m )

JOINT,

JOINT,

pm

R O L L  CALL:

Rep. P a t r i c k  C a r n e y  

Rep. C e o r g i a n a  L i n c o l n

Rep. B e t t y e  D a v i s_______

Rep. C h e r i  D a v i s

PRES ABST T I M E  A R R V D

j / __________________________

/

Rep. J o h n  G o n z a l e s  

Rep. M a r k  H a n l e y

Rep. M a r y  M i l l e r

A  
/_________

J _  _

j _ _____

J

AGENDA: Continuation of bills previously heard,

B I L L  NO. S H O R T  T I T L E

TIME ADJOURNED_ 

J O I N T  MEMBERS PRESENT:

d d j L  % ’•

A C T I O N  TAKEN

OTHER:
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H F . A T . T H .  E D U C A T I O N  A N D  S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  C O M M I T T E E

DATE 3/7/91

T A P E  » \?)
JOINT,

J O I N T
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I __________________________

£ __________________________
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3/6/91

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 93 (HES)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SEVENTEENTH LEG 'SLATURE - FIRST SESSION
BY T H E  HOUSE H EALTH , EDUCAT IO N  AND SO C IAL  SERV IC ES  C O M M IT T E E

OfTered:
R e ferred :

Sponso rs): HOUSE JU D IC IA R Y  C O M M IT T E E  BY REQUEST

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act eliminating a requirement that a court consider the findings and recommendations

2  of a neutral mediator when awarding shared child custody."

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

4 * Section 1. AS 25.20.090 is amended to read:
5 Sec. 25.20.090. FACTORS FOR CONSIDERATION IN AWARDING SHARED CHILD
6 CUSTODY. In determining whether to award shared custody of a child* the court shall consider
7 (1) the child’s preference if the child is of sufficient age and capacity to form a

• 8 preference;
* 9 (2) the needs of the child;

«

10 (3) the stability of the home environment likely to be offered by each parent;
11 (4) the education of the child;
12 (5) the advantages of keeping the child in the community where the child
13 presently resides;
14 (6) the optimal time for the child to spend with each parent considering
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1 (A) the actual time spent with each parent;
2 (B) the proximity of each parent to the other and to the school in which
3 the child is enrolled;
4 (C) the feasibility of travel between the parents;
5 (D) special needs unique to the child that may be better met by one parent
6 than the other,
7 (E) which parent is more likely to encourage frequent and continuing
8  contact with the other parent;
9 (7) [ANY FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF A NEUTRAL

10 MEDIATOR;
11 (8)] any evidence of domestic violence, child abuse, or child neglect in the
12 proposed custodial household or a history of violence between the parents;
13 [81 [(9)] evidence that substance abuse by either parent or other members of the
14 household directly affects the emotional or physical well-being of the child;
15 [9) [(10)] other factors die court considers pertinent.
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FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA Bill No. HB 93

1991 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision D a te :________________________
Title: An Act relating to factors to b e
con s id e red  w hen awarding sha red  child custody 
S p on so r : By Jud ic iary C om m itte e  by request
R eq ue s to r : H E S S _______________________

Depa rtm en t A ffected : 
B R U :
C om p o n e n ts :

A la ska  C ou rt Sy stem  
Trial C ou r ts

C O M P O N E N T  S ER IA L  N O . 0 0 0  | 000  0 00  | 768

EX P EN D IT U R E S/ R EV EN U ES : (T h ou san d s of Dollars)
O P E R A T IN G FY 92 F Y  93 F Y  94 F Y  95 F Y  96 F Y  97

P E R S O N A L  S E R V IC E S
T R A V E L
C O N T R A C T U A L
S U P P L IE S
E Q U IPM EN T
LAND & S T R U C T U R E S
G R A N T S  & C LA IM S
T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

CA P ITA L

R E V E N U E

F U N D IN G : (T h ou sa n d s of Do llars)
G E N E R A L  F U N D S 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
F E D E R A L  F U N D S
O T H E R

T O T A L 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

P O S IT IO N S :
FU LL -T IM E
PAR T -T IM E
T EM F O R A R Y

Estim ate of current year Im pact: N on e

A N A LY S IS : (A ttach a  sepa ra te  pane if necessa ry ) 

N o  fiscal im pact.

P repa red by: C . S . C h r is ten sen  III, Staff C o u n s e l c a ^ a s c r P h o n e : 2 6 4 -8 2 2 8
Division: A laska C ou rt Sy stem D a te : 03/04/91

Approved by: Arthur H . S n ow den , II, Administrative D irector — ? —

Agency : A laska C ou r t Sy stem / D a te : 03/04/91

Distribution (by preparer): Legislative Finance, Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB, & Impacted Agency(ies).
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B H o u a e  o f  ^ e p r c a c n t a t i u c a
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH. EDUCATION 

AND SOCIAL SERVICES

A l a s k a  J ^ t a t e  f f i e g i a l a t u n e

DATE: M.irfh 8, 1991 PLACE: C a p l  t o l  Room  1 0 6

SU B JE C T  OF MEETING;

CONTINUATION OF BILLS PREVIOUSLY HEARD
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T A B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S

H B  96 A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  free t u i t i o n  and fees for
d e p e n d e n t s  of c e r t a i n  state  r e s i d e n t s  i n v ol ved in 
t he P e r s i a n  G u l f  c risi s or lort in a c t i o n  in 
S o u t h e a s t  Asia.

1. H B  96

2. F iscal N o t e  on H B  96
(University of A l a s k a  - Zero)
(Deptartment of M i l i t a r y  a n d  Vet. - Zero)

3. Minutes, H o u s e  Specia l C o m m i t t e e  MLV, 2 / 13/91

4. P o s i t i o n  Paper, D e p a r t m e n t  of M i l i t a r y  and
V e t e r a n s  A f f a i r s

5. P r o p o s e d  C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  a n d  e x p l a n a t i o n
f r o m  s p o n s o r
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 96 ( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
BY
Offered:
Referred:
Sponsors): REPRESENTATIVES HUDSON, Ivan, Gruenberg, Barnes, Larson

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to free tuition and fees for dependents of certain state residents involved 

in the Persian Gulf crisis or in hostilities in Southeast Asia."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS .14.43.080 is amended to read:
Sec. 14.43.080. FREE TUITION AND FEES AT STATE-SUPPORTED 

EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS, (a) A [ANY] dependent of a bona fide Alaska resident who 
died [,] while serving during the hostilities involving the United States forces in Southeast Asia 
or the Persian Gulf or [,] was listed by the United States Department of Defense as a prisoner 
of war or missing in action in Southeast Asia or the Persian Gulf may attend any 
state-supported educational institution without payment of tuition and fees.

(b) In this section,
(1) "dependent" means a dependent spouse or childi
(2) "resident" means a person who resided in the state for at least one vear 

immediately before serving in Southeast Asia or the Persian Gulf and who lists the state of

-1-
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F ISC A L  NOTE

STA TE  OF A LA SKA
1991 LE G IS LA T IV E  SESS IO N

B IL L  N O . HB 96

Revision D a t e : ________________________
Title: Tuition a n d fees nf ripppnripnt-g nf BRU:

Departm ent A ffected : Military & VetAr.ms A f f a i x a

Alaskans in Persian G u l f crisis

S p o n so r : l lu d s o n
R equestor : House d m v a

C om p on en t :

C O M P O N E N T  S E R IA L  N O .

Expenditures/Revenues: (T h ou sand s of Dollars)

O P E R A T IN G FY  92 FY  93 FY  94 FY  95 F Y S 5 FY  97
P E R S O N A L  S E R V IC E S
TR A V E L
C O N T R A C T U A L
SU P P L IE S
EQU IPM EN T
LAND & S T R U C T U R E S
G R A N T S . CLA IM S
M IS C E L LA N E O U S
T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 0

C A P IT A L

R E V EN U E

FU N D IN G : (T h ou san d s of Dollars)

G E N E R A L  FU N D 0

F E D E R A L  FU N D S
O T H E R
T O T A L

P O S IT IO N S :

FU LL -T IM E
PA R T -T IM E
T EM P O R A R Y

Estim a le of current year impact:.

A N A LY S IS : (Attach a separa te page if necessary .) 

No fiscal impact on DMVA

Prepared By ; Jeff Morrison. Director   P h on e : 4 6 5 - 4 6 0 0

Division: Administrative & Support Services Division Date : February 1?. IQQl

Approved by C om m iss ion e r : ..M9 J j u g h  L< C o x  1 11  ____________________
Agency : Military & Veterans Affairs__________________'______________  Dat0. Fph iq o i

Distribution (by preparer): Legislative Finance, Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB, & Impacted Agency(ies).
Rev 10/90 Pago _j__ of j l



Brian R o g e rs
Vk« P.’tiidint rot Fln»ne* i»ar) 474-7-m

University of Alaska
Fiirbanki, Alitk* 00776-626O

February 11, 1991

The Honorable Ivan M. Ivan 
Capitol, Room 405 
P. O. Box V 
Juneau, Alaska 99811
RE: Fiscal Note for House Bill 96
Dear Representative Ivan:
Enclosed is a copy of the university's fiscal note for House Bill 96. The university expects 
zero fiscal impact for the proposed legislation.
If you have any questions about the note, please do not hesitate to contact me or Marsha 
Hubbard, Director of Statewide Budget at 474-7593.

BR:kap
mEnclosure

cc: Cheryl Frasca, Division Director for Office of Management & Budget 
Sandy Winnon, Administrative Assistant for Legislative Finance Division 
Representative Hudson 
Representative Gruenberg 
Representative Barnes 
Representative Larson

s



c F ISCA L  NOTE
STA TE  OF A LA SKA

1991 LE G IS LA T IV E  SESS ION
B IL L  NO . HB96

Department Affected: 

BRU: ALL

Heviston Date: ... ______________________

Title: An Act Relating to Free Tuition
and Fees for Dependents of Certain CQmMnflnt, 

g "1 9 acate itesidents involved in tha Persian 
™ Hjiilf flgp. W atiaon; • .Tvany 1 QruenLerg/ Bzarneg':- 

Requestor: Houaa Military Mfaira  C O M P O N E N T  SERI/

C n iy ^ r R i '  t y  n f  a l ^ n

.House Military Affair*

Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)

SERIAL NO.

O P E R A T I N G FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY 05 FY 96 FY 97

P E R S O N A L  SERVICES

T R A V E L -
C O N T R A C T U A L

SUPPLIES
E Q U I P M E N T

L A N D  & S T R U C T U R E S

GRANTS, CLAIMS

M I S C E L L A N E O U S

T O T A L  O P E R A T I N G 0 0 0 0 0 0

CAPITAL

R E V E N U E

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

G E N E R A L  F U N D 0 0 0 0 0 0
F E D E R A L  F U N D S

O T H E R

T O T A L 0 0 0 0 0 0
POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME __ 0___ . _ 0 n ..n .. n n

PART-TIME

T E M P O R A R Y •

Estimate of current year impact:____ 0.

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if nece

... 1

ssary.)

\ /  ..................

Prppamrt R y  Marsha H u b b a r d ^ ^  Phone: 474-7593

Division: Statewide Budget Office Date:

Approved by Commissioner:

Agency: University of Alaska
Brian Foqera, Vice President for'Finan

Distribution (by preparer): Legislative Finance, Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OM8, & Impacted Agency(lee).
Rev 10/90 Page _ L  of 1



POSITION PAPER 
HB96

dC aR E M E N T  O F M IL ITA RY  AND v e t e r a n ! ^  vF F A IR S

Summary of Bill: This bill provides free tuition and fees at
state-supported educational institutions for dependents of Alaskan 
residents who participate in the ongoing Persian Gulf Conflict and who are 
listed as prisoners of war, missing in action, or lost in action.

Background: The bill amends an existing statute which provided the same
benefits to dependents of Alaskan residents who were PCWs or missing in 
the Vietnam war.

Impact of Resolution of Department of Military and Veterans Affairs: None

Departmental Position: The department supports the bill.

Approved: Date:
M G ^ u g h  L. Cox
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A n c h o r a g e  C h a p t e r  1
HEADQUARTERS 
4040 Mt.VltW Dr. 
Anchorage* Alaska 00E0B 
(007) 276*2844 or 270*2646

F e b r u a r y  11, 1991

VETERAN5 CRISIS CENTEfl 
(007)270-2148 
1-800-478-2848

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B i l l  H u d s o n  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P . O . B o x  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 B 1 1  

D e a r  Rep. H u d s o n

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  g i v i n g  t h e  D i s a b l e d  A m e r i c a n  V e t e r a n s  a n  
o p p o r t u n i t y  to a d d r e s s  y o u r  b i l l  on f r e e  t u i t i o n  a n d  f e e s  f o r  
d e p e n d e n t s  of c e r t a i n  s t a t e  r e s i d e n t s  i n v o l v e d  in t h e  P e r s i a n  

G u l f  c r i s i s .

It is t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  D A V  t h a t  a n  A l a s k a n  f a m i l y  w h o  l o s e s  a 
l o v e d  o n e  or o n e  t h a t  b e c o m e s  a P 0 V  is e n t i t l e d  to a l l  t h e  
b e n e f i t s  w e  as A l a s k a n s  c a n  g i v e ,  a n d  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  m o s t  of a l l  
e d u c a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  T h e  p r i c e  w e  a s  A l a s k a n s  h a v e  to 

p a y  is s m a l l  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  s a c r i f i c e  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  of o u r  a r m e d  

f o r c e s  m a k e  to p r e s e r v e  p e a c e .

H B  9 6  p r o v i d e s  f o r  t a k i n g  c a r e  of t h e s e  n e e d s  a n d  w e  of t h e  D A V  
go on r e c o r d  as s u p p o r t i n g  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  V e  s t a n d  r e a d y  to 

a s s i s t  y o u  in a n y  w a y  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p a s s  t h e  bil l .

V e  t h e  v e t e r a n s  of A l a s k a  c o m m e n d  y o u  f o r  p u t t i n g  f o r t h  t h i s  t y p e  
of l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  is n e e d e d  in t h e  s i t u a t i o n  of t h e  p r e s e n t  
c o n f l i c t  in t h e  P e r s i a n  Gul f .

If y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  or n e e d  f u r t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e  r e g a r d i n g  
t h i s  i s s u e ,  p l e a s e  d o  n o t  h e s i t a t e  to c o n t a c t  me.

R e s p e o t f u l l y ,

L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  C h a i r m a n



ii; i i • I!
■P 'i *!-||.;jRe s o l u t i o n  o f  S u p p o r t
Vf ii |i •'

R e s o l u t i o n  N o .  9 1 - 0 5  

o f  H .B .  N o .  88  a n d  N o . 96

WHEREAS, t h e  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  h a s  i n t r o d u c e d  H B -8 8  
‘ a n d  9 6 * f o r g i v e n e s s  o f  s c h o l a r s h i p  l d a n s ;  a n d ,

j*  WHEREAS, m a n y  s t u d e n t s  a r e / w e r e  a c t i v e l y  a t t e n d i n g  c o u r s e s ;  
o f  s t u d y ;  a n d ,  . i

i
WHEREAS, a n y  s t u d e n t  w ho  i s  u n a b l e  t o  c o m p l e t e  a  c o u r s e  o f i ;  

s t u d i e s  b e c a u s e  o f  c o n d i t i o n  b e y o n d  t h e i r  c o n t r o l ;  a n d ,  ' (l 'j
•

WHEREAS, a n y  d e p e n d e n t  o f  S t a t e  r e s i d e n t s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  
S . E .  A s i a ,  G r e n a d a ,  P anam a  o r  P e r s i a n  G u l f  c r i s i s  i s  e i t h e r  a  
P . O - W . / M . I . A .  m ay  a t t e n d  a n y  S t a t e  s u p p o r t e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i - .  
t u t i o n  w i t h o u t  p a y m e n t  o f  t u i t i o n  a n d  f e e s ;  a n d ,  ;

THE 
D i s t r i c t  
a n d  t h a t

IEFORE BE I T  RESOLVED, b y  t h e  A m e r i c a n ' L e g i o n , S o u t h e a s t  
I  t h a t  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  a d o p t  b i l l s ,  H . B .  88  a n d  H . B .  96 
• l a n g u a g e  i n c l u d e  t h e  a b o v e  c o n c e r n s .



R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  B I L L  H U D S O N

^ g f e l a t u r e

F e b r u a r y  11, 1991

P.O. b o x  v  
J u n e a u .  A l a s k a  

99811
(907)405-3744 O f 4991

TFinsporia ilon 
Resources 

Foreign 'P a tlr

FINANCE SUBCC )M M ITTEES 
DOT/PF 
C & R A

COMMITTEES:

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Ivan Ivan,
C h a i r m a n  - H o u s e  S p eci al

C o m m i t t e e  on M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  
A l a s k a  S tat e L e g i s l a t u r e  
Juneau,  A l a s k a

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Ivan:

O n  F e b r u a r y  12, 1991 t h e  H o u s e  S p e c i a l  C o m m i t t e e  o n  M i l i t a r y  
A f f a i r s  will b e  c o n s i d e r i n g  H B  96, r e l a t i n g  t o  free t u i t i o n  
a n d  fees for d e p e n d e n t s  of c e r t a i n  s t a t e  r e s i d e n t s  i n v o l v e d  in 
t h e  P e r s i a n  G u l f  c ris is or los t in a c t i o n  in S o u t h e a s t  Asia.

T h i s  bill seeks to a m e n d  A l a s k a  S t a t u t e  1 4.43. 0 8 0 ( a ) .  T h e  
e x i s t i n g  l a n g u a g e  a p p l i e s  o n l y  t o  t h o s e  A l a s k a n s  l i s t e d  as 
m i s s i n g  in a c t i o n  o r  p r i s o n e r s  of w a r  in t h e  V i e t n a m  War.

T h e  s t a t e ' s  r e v e n u e s  h a v e  i n c r e a s e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  b e c a u s e  of 
t h e  r i s e  in oil p r i c e s  since A u g u s t  1990.

I feel s t r o n g l y  t h a t  if we lose A l a s k a n  s o l d i e r s  in O p e r a t i o n  
D e s e r t  Storm, w e  m u s t  p r o v i d e  f or the e d u c a t i o n  of t h e i r  
dependen ts.

Respectfully ,

BH: lh

i A  HEPIU’ SUNTINO
A lA SK A Ii CAPITA!. CI1V



J M a s k t  j l t a t e  ^ l e g i s l a t u r e

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  B I L L  H U D S O N

P .O . B O X  V  
J u n e a u .  A l a s k a  

9981!
( 9 0 7 ) 4 - 6 3 - 3 7 4 4  o r  4 9 9 1

M E M O R A N D U M  

To:

From:

Re:

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Pat C arney 
and
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G e o r g i a n n a  L i nc oln 
C o - C h a i r s  - H o u s e  HES S C o m m i t t e e

Bill H u d s o n

P r o p o s e d  c o m m i t t e e  substi t u t e  for 
H B  96

CHAIR
I lo u se  Special Com m iitcr 

on Oil & (in s 
MEMBER 

I (('sources 
'ir<ms|x>rl;iiion 

In lern .iilo iiiil ir .u lc  & [Purism
i i\a \(;i-:s i im c ( )M .\ inna ;:

Depiirimeni o l lU insix irim ion 
iin d  I ’uhlicl-'iiciliiies

COMMITTKIvS

Date: F e b r u a r y  27, 1991

A t t a c h e d  is a p r o p o s e d  c o m m i t t e e  substi t u t e  for the 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of the HESS c o m m i t t e e  w h e n  y o u  d e l i b e r a t e  H B  96 
o n  F e b r u a r y  28.

D u r i n g  t h e  h e a r i n g  on this bill b e f o r e  t h e  H o u s e  C o m m i t t e e  on 
M i l i t a r y  and V e t e r a n s  Affairs, t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  a b o n a  fide 
r e s i d e n t  w a s  raised. I b e lieve the d e f i n i t i o n  set fort h on 
t h e  w o r k  d r a f t  solves that issue.

If y o u  h a v e  questions, p l e a s e  call m e  or L a n d a  H o l t a n  at 3744. 
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A t t a c h m e n t
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