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TO: R i c h  S n y d e r

FROM: D e n n i s  J. Burns'^~Axd£
H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s

DATE: M a r c h  8, 1990

RE: H J R  8 6

A t t a c h e d  y o u  w i l l  f i n d  t h e  p r o p o s e d  c h a n g e s  w e  discussed.
Y o u  s h o u l d  n o t e  t h a t  l e g i s l a t i v e  s c h e d u l i n g  r e q u i r e s  tha t our 
b i l l s  f o r  a w e e k l y  h e a r i n g  m u s t  be in on Wed. o f  eac h week, 
w h i c h  m e a n s  w e  m a y  n o t  b e  a b l e  to g e t  this r e s o l u t i o n  on for 
n e x t  week.

As I i n d i c a t e d ,  w e  d i d  h a v e  it s c h e d u l e d  for 3/14/90, b u t  the 
s p o n s o r  i n d i c a t e d  h e  d i d  not w i s h  to c h a n g e  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  
l a n g u a g e  so w e  h a d  t o  r e m o v e  it. Again, the i n t e n t i o n  w a s  to 
w o r k  w i t h  t h e  s p o n s o r  for a compromise.

W e  h a v e  n o  i n t e n t i o n  of h o l d i n g  this r e s o l u t i o n  up - o n l y  to 
t a k e  i~co c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e  s t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t ' s  s t r o n g  
s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  K h u n  Sa is a r e p o r t e d  d r u g  lord. T h a t  m e a n s  
t h e r e  a r e  c o n f l i c t i n g  v i e w s  r e g a r d i n g  K h u n  Sa's activities. 
R a t h e r  t h a n  b e  p l a c e d  i n  an e m b a r r a s s i n g  p o s i t i o n  d o w n  t h e  
road, t h e  i d e a  is t o  s i m p l y  r e m o v e  r e f e r e n c e  to him.

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  assist a n c e .
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON. 0  C  2 0 5 0 6

M arch 16, 1990

Dear R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Barnes:

This i* to advisa that the d o c u m e n t  
entitle d " A c tivities of James G r i t 2 , U.S. A r m y  (Retired)", 
p r e pared in Febr uary 1988, and affixed hereto as A t t a c h m e n t  " A”, 
is not a forgery, and it authentic.

Please advi se me if you have any questions.

W i l l i a m  F. Sittmann 
A c t i n g  Exe cutive S e c r e t a r y

A t t a c h m e n t

The Hon. R a m o n i B a r n e s
The H ouse of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  and State Senate 
Juneau,
Alaska.
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A c t i v i t i e s  of Jame s Gritz, U.S. A c m v  (Retired!

J a m e s  "3o" G r i t 2 is a r e t i r e d  A r m y  L i e u t e n a n t  C o l o n e l  w h o  became 
a c t i v e  in the P C W / M I A  i s s u e  d u r i n g  the lata 1 9 7 0 s .  At that time, 
the issue d i d  not h a v e  the p o l i c y  .riority it d o e s  todav.
R e l y i n g  on a v a r i e t y  o f  supporters, he has a t t e m p t e d  t o ' p u t  
t o g e t h e r  s e v e r a l  " r e s c u e  at tempts" in L a o s  b a s e d  o n  
u n s u b s t a n t i a t e d  h e a r s a y  reports.

In the S p r i n g  of 1981, Mr. Gritz r e c e i v e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p u b l i c i t y  
w h e n  ha d i s c l o s e d  " O p e r a t i o n  V e l v e t  H a m m e r , "  a POW-rescu® ve nture 
s p o n s o r e d  by p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n s ,  and some  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s  of 
A m e r i c a n a  m i s s i n g  in S o u t h e a s t  Asia. O p e r a t i o n  V e l v e t  H a m m e r  was 
n o t  c o n n e c t e d  in a n y  w a y  wit h the U.S. G o v e r n m e n t .  T h i s  effort, 
w h i c h  was not c a r r i e d  th rough, i n v o l v e d  a " t r a i n i n g  c a m p "  at a 
" c h e e r l e a d i n g  a c a d j m y "  in Florida, a m o n g  o t h e r  t h i n g s .  Later,
Mr. G r i t z  w a s  p u b l i c l y  d i s a v o w e d  by h i s  a s s o c i a t e s  and 
s u p p o r t e r s ,  the m e d i a  a n d  the N a t i o n a l  L e a g u e  o f  F a m i l i e s .  The 
l e g a l i t y  o f  his f u n d - r a i s i n g  was q u e s t i o n e d  b y  v u l n e r a b l e  family 
m e m b e r s ,  one o f  w h o m  l o s t  S 30 , 000 • A f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  a d v e r s e  
p u b l i c i t y ,  Mr. G r i t z  s u r f a c e d  a letter, w h i c h  he a l l e g e d  was from 
the late L i e u t e n a n t  G e n e r a l  H arold A a r o n ,  USA, f o r m e r  D e p u t y  
D i r e c t o r  o f  the D e f e n s e  I n t e l l i g e n c e  A g e n c y ,  i m p l y i n g  a 
c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  his  a c t i v i t i e s  and the D e f e n s e  I n t e l l i g e n c e  
A g > n c y .  A n  FBI a n a l y s i s  of the l e t ter r e v e a l e d  a n u m b e r  of 
d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  s i g n a t u r e s  on t h a t  l e t t e r  a n d  t h a t  of 
G e n e r a l  A a r o n ,  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  in the l a n g u a g e  o f  the letter, arc 
o t h e r  facts t h a t  led to the c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  the l e t t e r  is not 
a u t h e n t i c .  G e n e r a l  A a r o n  was not a l i v e  w h e n  the l e t t e r  surfaced.

In O c t o b e r  1981, a l o w - l a v e l  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  D e f e n s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
s u b m i t t e d  a p r o p o s a l  for an o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  i n c l u d e d  Mr. G r i d ' s  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in a c o l l e c t i o n  c a p a c i t y .  T h i s  p r o p o s a l ,  s u b m i t t e d  
by an a c q u a i n t a n c e  o f  M r .  G r i t 2 in the o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  n e v e r  rose 
a b o v e  the f i r s t  level in the a p p r o v a l  p r o c e s s .  H o w e v e r ,  in 
u n w a r r a n t e d  a n t i c i p a t i o n  of the c o n c e p t  b e i n g  a p p r o v e d ,  the 
o r g a n i z a t i o n  p r e m a t u r e l y  p r o v i d e d  Mr, G r i t z  w i t h  i n i t i a l  travel 
funds and some e q u i p m e n t .  F o l l o w i n g  d i s a p p r o v a l  o f  the proposal, 
t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n f o r m e d  Mr. Gritz t h a t  he d i d  n o t  e n j o y  any 
o f f i c i a l  s u p por t.

W i t h  this e x c e p t i o n ,  t h e r e  has been no U.S. G o v e r n m e n t  sanction, 
e n c o u r a g e m e n t , f u n d i n g  o r  a p p r o v a l  of Mr. G r i t 2 's a c t i v i t i e s  by 
the W h i t e  H o u s e  or b y  a n y  E x e c u t i v e  d e p a r t m e n t  o r  a g e n c y  of the 
g o v e r n m e n t .  In fact, t h e  U.S. G o v e r n m e n t  h a s  a t t e m p t e d  in every 
w a y  to o p p o s e  his a c t i v i t i e s  and has a d v i s e d  h i m  t h a t  he was 
o p e r a t i n g  c o u n t e r  to U S G  policy. He has a t t e m p t e d  to f u n d  his

A t t a c h m e n t  "A"



a l l e g e d  P C W  r a e c u a  o p e r a t i o n s  t h r o u g h  use o f  a  n o w  d e f u n c t  
t a x - e x e m p t  v e t e r a n s  o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  t h o u s a n d s  o f  d o l l a r s  r e p o r t e d l v  
d o n a t e d  by a r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and d o n a t i o n s  from M I A  
f a mil y m e m b e r s  a n d  o t h e r  p r i v a t e  A m e r i c a n  c i t i z e n s ,

In 1983, Mr. G r i t z  c o m m e n c e d  n e w  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  n e w  supporte rs, 
i n c l u d i n g  H o l l y w o o d  p a r s o n a l i t i a s . He m a d e  his w a y  to T h a i l a n d  
w i t h  a g r o u p  o f  v e t e r a n s  a n d  P O W / M I A  d a u g h t e r s  w h o m  he p l aced 
in a " c o m m a n d  h e a d q u a r t e r s . "  F r o m  T h a i l a n d ,  he c r o s s e d  a short 
w a y  int o Lacs w i t h  a f a c t i o n  of the Lao r e s i s t a n c e  and some 
v e t e r a n s .  A f t e r  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  a r i v a l  L a o  r e s i s t a n c e  group, 
Mr. G r i t z ' s  g r o u p  i m m e d i a t e l y  left Laos, Mr, G r i t z  and his p a r t v  
w e r e  a r r e s t e d  b y  the T h a i  G o v e r n m e n t ,  d e c l a r e d  p e r s o n a  non g r a t a *, 
and e x p e l l e d .  Mr. G r i t 2 's a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  h e  h a d  e v i d e n c e  that
POWs w e r e  b e i n g  h e l d  a n d  t h a t  the U.S. G o v e r n m e n t  s u p p o r t e d  his
a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  e x p o s e d  as u n t r u e  in h e a r i n g s  c o n d u c t e d  by the 
House S u b c o m m i t t e e  on A s i a n  and P a c i f i c  A f f a i r s  in M a r c h  1983.

F o l l o w i n g  these e v e n t s ,  Mr, G r i t 2 p r o d u c e d  " e v i d e n c e "  i m p l y i n g  to 
C o n g r e s s  and the p u b l i c  t h a t  he h a d  p r o o f  t h a t  a s p e c i f i c  
i n d i v i d u a l  was h e l d  p r i s o n e r .  It s u b s e q u e n t l y  was d e m o n s t r a t e d  
that the " e v i d e n c e "  c o n s i s t e d  of a l t e r e d  d o c u m e n t s .  Mr, Gritz 
wa3 s u b s e q u e n t l y  e x p e l l e d  from the S p e c i a l  F o r c e s  A s s o c i a t i o n  and 
was the s u b j e c t  o f  m e d i a  scrutiny.

U s i n g  a s i m i l a r  p a t t e r n ,  Mr. G ritz has c l a i m e d  that he had
o f f i c i a l  g o v e r n m e n t  b a c k i n g  for his r e c e n t  t r i p  to T h a i l a n d  in 
1986 to m e e t  w i t h  K h u n  Sa. He h a d  no s u c h  s u p p o r t .

K h u n  Sa, also k n o w n  as C h a n g  Chi-Fu, is a n o t o r i o u s  o p i u m  w a r l o r d  
and the l e a d e r  off a g r o u p  c a l l e d  the " S h a n  U n i t e d  A r m y . "  By 
1978-79, he had e s t a b l i s h e d  a m a j o r  h e r o i n  c o m p l e x  in the 
T h a i - B u r m a  b o r d e r  a r e a  a n d  c o n t r o l l e d  o v e r  65 5 o f  the heroir. 
p r o d u c e d  in the " G o l d e n  T r i a n g l e . "  His p r i v a t e  a r m y  is used to 
f a c i l i t a t e  t r a f f i c  in o p i u m  and h e roin. T h e  P o y a l  T h a i  
G o v e r n m e n t  has t a k e n  f o r c e f u l  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  h i m  for the last few 
years. A t  the t i m e  o f  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  Mr. G r i t z ,  K h u n  Sa was 
u n d e r  g r e a t  m i l i t a r y  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  p r e s s u r e  f r o m  T h a i l a n d .

In S e p t e m b e r  1986, the V i c e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  o f f i c e  r e c e i v e d  a l e t t e r  
from a b u s i n e s s m a n  w h o  c l a i m e d  t h a t  Khun Sa h a d  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  
a c a p t i v e  A m e r i c a n  P O W  a n d  c o u l d  f a c i l i t a t e  h i s  release. 
A c c o m p a n y i n g  t h i s  r e p o r t  was i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  a s o l u t i o n  to the 
n a r c o t i c s  p r o b l e m  in S o u t h e a s t  A s i a  c o u l d  b e  f o u n d  by d e a l i n g  
d i r e c t l y  w i t h  K h u n  Sa, r a t h e r  than t h r o u g h  the D r u g  E n f o r c e m e n t  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  the g o v e r n m e n t s  of T h a i l a n d  a n d  Burma. In 
this m a n n e r ,  K h u n  Sa e n d e a v o r e d  to p o r t r a y  h i m s e l f  as a 
n a t i o n a l i s t  l e a d e r  of t h e  S h a n  people, r e p r e s e n t i n g  n a t i o n a l  S h a n  
i n t e r e s t s  and n o t  n a r c o t i c s  t r a f f i c k e r s .
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Ar. i n t e n s e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  effort  on t h e  K h u n  Sa P C W  r e p o r t  
d e t e r m i n e d  t h r o u g h  i n t e l l i g e n c e  s o u r c e s  a n d  p o l y g r a p h  i n f o r m a t i o n  
that the r e p o r t  had no foundation. D u r i n g  this i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
h o w e ver, Mr. G r i t s  l e a r n e d  of the r e p o r t ,  c a l l e d  a former 
a c q u a i n t a n c e  t e m p o r a r i l y  d e t a i l e d  t o ' t h e  N S C  s t a f f  and o f f e r e d  
his s e r v i c e s  to the g o v e r n m e n t .  Mr. G r i t z  b r i e f l y  o u t l i n e d  an 
i n t e n d e d  t r i p  to c h e c k  out the report, a d v i s e d  his a c q u a i n t a n c e  
that he r e f u s e d  to d e a l  with the D e f e n s e  I n t e l l i g e n c e  Agency, 
the a p p r o p r i a t e  a g e ncy, and w o u l d  p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n l y  
t h r o u g h  this o f f i c e r .  A f t e r  r e p o r t i n g  t h i s  c o n t a c t  a n d  r e c e i v i n g  
g u i d a n c e ,  the o f f i c e r  inform ed Mr. G r i t z  t h a t  the r e p o r t  was 
b e i n g  i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  t h a t  no h e l p  was n e e d e d ,  a n d  t h a t  Mr. G r i t z ' s  
i n v o l v e m e n t  n o t  w e l c o m e .  D e s p i t e  this w a r n i n g ,  Mr. G r i t z  w e n t  to 
S o u t h e a s t  A s i a  a n d  m e t  w i t h  Khun Sa. W h e n  the T h a i  G o v e r n m e n t  
d i s c o v e r e d  his p r e s e n c e ,  he was a g a i n  e x p e l l e d .  W e  l ater l e a r n e d  
that he h a d  t r a v e l e d  to T h a i l a n d  on a f a l s e  p a s s p o r t  to eva de 
T h a i  i m m i g r a t i o n  a u t h o r i t i e s .  He n o w  f a c e s  a c r i m i n a l  trial in 
the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  on c h a r g e s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  act.

In late N o v e m b e r  and e a r l y  D e c e m b e r  1986, Mr. G r i t z  c o n t a c t e d  the 
o f f i c e r  on s h o r t - t e r m  d e t a i l  to the N S C  t h r e e  times t h r o u g h  
i n t e r m e d i a r i e s .  He t u r n e d  over i n f o r m a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  a tape, 
w h i ^ h  the N S C  s t a f f  m e m b e r  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  r e f e r r e d .  T h e  tapes 
r e c o r d e d  K h u n  Sa d i s a v o w i n g  a n y  k n o w l e d g e  o f  POWs,

In an a t t e m p t  to p r o v i d e  some p u b l i c  e x p l a n a t i o n  for his late st 
a c t i v i t i e s ,  Mr. G r i t z  has a g a i n  a l l e g e d  U.S. o f f i c i a l  s u p p o r t  
w h i l e  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e r e  is a c o n s p i r a c y  a n d  c o v e r - u p ,  this time 
i n v o l v i n g  d r u g s ,  T a p e s  he has p r o v i d e d  h a v e  b e e n  v i e w e d  by the 
H o u s e  T a s k  F o r c e  on Narcotics' and tha t C o m m i t t e e  has t a k e n  
t e s t i m o n y  f r o m  him,

Mr. G r i t z  has a l s o  a t t e m p t e d  to a s s o c i a t e  h i m s e l f  w i t h  the 
C h r i s t i e  I n s t i t u t e ,  w h i c h  filed a s u i t  a l l e g i n g  a w i d e s p r e a d  
c o n s p i r a c y  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  to u s e  n a r c o t i c s  m o n e y  to fund 
c o v e r t  o p e r a t i o n s .  Mr. G r i t z ' s  v i d e o t a p e d  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  K h u n  Sa 
l a r g e l y  d u p l i c a t e s  a l l e g a t i o n s  in an u n s w o r n  C h r i s t i e  I n s t i t u t e  
" a f f i d a v i t "  t h a t  c a s t  and p r e s e n t  U S G  o f f i c i a l s  w e r e  i n v o l v e d  in 
n a r c o t i c s  t r a f f i c k i n g  to fund c o v e r t  o p e r a t i o n s .  T h e  c h a r g e s '  
c o n c e r n i n g  C I A  o f f i c i a l *  in the p a s t  o r i g i n a t e d  in the 1970s w h e n  
the U.S. w a s  i n v o l v e d  in the w a r  in L a o s .  T h e s e  c h a r g e s  w e r e  
the s u b j e c t  o f  a f u l l - s c a l e  C I A  i n q u i r y  in 1972, w h i c h  c o n c l u d e d  
that no s u c h  e v i d e n c e  existe d. The F i n a l  R e p o r t  (No. 94-7*15) o f  
the S e l e c t  C o m m i t t e e  to S t u d y  G o v e r n m e n t a l  O p e r a t i o n s ,  d a t e d  
A p r i l  26, 1976, a l s o  f o u n d  no e v i d e n c e  to s u b s t a n t i a t e  such 
c h a r g e s ,



The G r i t z  v i d e o t a p e  and the C h r i s t i e  " a f f i d a v i t "  a l 3o names 
c u r r e n t  A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y  o f  D e f a m e  A r m i t a g e  as o n c e  h a v i n g  
b e e n  l i n k e d  to the narco t i c s  trade. T h e  a l l e g a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  c o v e r  
p o r t i o n s  o f  the 1970s, prove ;; to be f a l s e  a n d  w e r e  c l e a r l y  
c o n t r a d i c t e d  by m e a n s  of i n f o r m a t i o n  p u b l i c l y  a v a i l a b l e .  For 
example, the a l l e g a t i o n s  place Mr. A r m i t a g e  at c r u c i a l  times in 
c o u n t r i e s  w h e r e  he was not present, in a s s i g n m e n t s  t h a t  he r.ever 
held and in c o n t a c t  w i t h  p e o p l e  he b a r e l y  k n e w  o r  n e v e r  met. The 
a l l e g a t i o n s  w e r e  l ooked into by the’ D e p a r t m e n t  o f  D e f e n s e  and 
found eo be ba seless, It s h o u l d  be n o t e d  that the C h r i s t i e  
" a f f i d a v i t "  was n o t  r e l a t e d  to P O W / M I A  a f f a i r s ,  but A s s i s t a n t  
S e c r e t a r y  A r m i t a g e  has been the " point m a n "  in the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
D e f e n s e  to c a r r y  o u t  the P r e s i d e n t ' s  P O W / M I A  policy, and has b e e n  
c a l l e d  u p o n  to e xp ose those like Mr. G r i t z  w h o  h a v e  a t t e m p t e d  to 
m a n i p u l a t e  the P O W / M I A  issue for t h e i r  o w n  p e r s o n a l  b e n e f i t  or 
o b j e c t i v e s ,  The s u d d e n  l i n kage by Mr. G r i t z  t h r o u g h  a "narco t i c s  
w a r l o r d "  to the C h r i s t i e  a l l e g a t i o n s  a n d  the a b s e n c e  o f  any 
f o u n d a t i o n  for the i n f o r m a t i o n  o n l y  m a k e  the a l l e g a t i o n s  m o r e  
s u s p i c i o u s  a n d  c r e a t e s  the a p p e a r a n c e  o f  a v e n d e t t a  or an a t t e m p t  
to m a n u f a c t u r e  a defense-. L e a d i n g  up to his trial on p a s s p o r t  
v i o l a t i o n s ,  Mr. G r itz has b e e n  t e l l i n g  his s t o r y  to C o n g r e s s ,  to 
c o l l e g e  g r o u p s ,  v e t e r a n s  groups, and the m o d i a .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  he 
a s k e d  his a c q u a i n t a n c e  who was d e t a i l e d  to the N S C  s t a f f  to 
p r o v i d e  a l e t t e r  that w o u l d  p o r t r a y  t he U.S. G o v e r n m e n t  as h a v i n g  
s u p p o r t e d  his trip to T h a i l a n d .  The o f f i c e r  r e f u s e d  to p r o v i c e  
it. He h as r e c e n t l y  a l l e g e d  that the o f f i c e r  p r o v i d e d  an 
o f f i c i a l  d o c u m e n t  to g a i n  a c c e s s  to K h u n  Sa. T h e  o f f i c e r  has 
s t a t e d  this c l a i m  is false as well.

U s i n g  an a l m o s t  i d e n t i c a l  p a t t e r n  in an a t t e m p t  to g a i n  o f f i c i a l  
c r e d i b i l i t y ,  Mr. G ritz used an o l d  A r m y  f r iend to c o n t a c t  
Mr. W i l l i a m  Bede, w h o  was w o r k i n g  as a S p e c i a l  A s s i s t a n t  to the 
U n d e r  S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e  for S e c u r i t y  A s s i s t a n c e  d u r i n g  the 
S p r i n g  of 1936. Mr. G r i t z  i n f o r m e d  Mr. B o d e  a b o u t  his p r o p o s a l  
for A f g h a n  t r a i n i n g  d u r i n g  an o f f i c e  v i s i t  and s e v e r a l  b r i e f  
p h o n e  c a l l s .  Mr. Bode n e i t h e r  a s k e d  Mr. G r i t z  to u n d e r t a k e  the 
t r a i n i n g  in q u e s t i o n  nor e n c o u r a g e d  h i m  to do it. He a l s o  
c a u t i o n e d  h i m  a b o u t  d e a l i n g  w i t h  p u r p o r t e d  m e m b e r s  of the A f g h a n  
r e s i s t a n c e .  Mr. Gritz s u b s e q u e n t l y  a s k e d  Mr. Bode to s u p p o r t  his 
c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  the U.S. G o v e r n m e n t  h a d  s a n c t i o n e d  this t r a i n i n g  
p r o g r a m  a n d  v i s i t e d  Mr. Bode w i t h  an i n a c c u r a t e ,  p r e p a r e d  
s t a t e m e n t  a b o u t  Mr. B o d e ' s role. Mr. B o d e  r e f u s e d  to s i g n  it ar.d 
is c o o p e r a t i n g  w i t h  a 3 u r e a u  of A l c o h o l ,  T o b a c c o  a n d  F i r e a r m s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of Mr. Ucitz. Mr. G r i t z ' s  a s s o c i a t e  in this m a t t e r  
r e c e i v e d  a p r i s o n  s e n t e n c e  in 1987 for the i l l e g a l  t r a n s p o r t  cz 
e x p l o s i v e s  a c r o s s  state lines.

T h r o u g h o u t  his y ears of invo lv e m e n t ,  Mr, G r i t z  c o n t r i b u t e d  
n o t h i n g  o f  v a l u e  to the P C W / M I A  issue. In fact, his a c t i v i t i e s  
have b a e n  c o u n t e r p r o d u c t i v e .  S u p p o s e d  M I A  r e m a i n s  he t u r n e d  ir.
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w a r *  d e t e r m i n e d  to be a n i m a l  bones. His r e s c u e  " m i s s i o n s , "  b a s e d  
on faulty o r  f a b r i c a t e d  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  have b e e n  a s s e s s e d  as b e i n g  
so u n d e r m a n n e d  and p o o r l y  p l a n n e d  chat they h a d  v i r t u a l l y  no 
c h a n c e  for success. His a l l e g e d  fcray into L a o s  was u s e d  aa a 
b a s i s  by that c o u n t r y  to s u s p e n d  g c v e r n m e n t - t o - g o v s r r u n e n t  
c o o p e r a t i o n  on this issue for a year. Ha has d i s t r i b u t e d  
l e a f l e t s  in S o u t h e a s t  A s i a  that falsel y c l a i m  P r e s i d e n t i a l  
s u p p o r t  for his a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  that f a l s e l y  d e s c r i b e  h i m s e l f  as 
an a ctive d u t y  full C o l o n e l .

It is b o t h  i r r e s p o n s i b l e  a;:d u n f o r t u n a t e  that Mr. G r i t z  n e w  m a k e s  
a c c u s a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  c u r r e n t  U.S. G o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  b a s e d  on 
s o - c a l l e d  " r e c o r d s "  r e a d  by an a s s i s t a n t  to a n o t o r i o u s  "drug 
w a r l o r d "  w h o s e  f u t u r e  p r o f i t s  are j e o p a r d i s e d  b y  o f f i c i a l  drug 
e r a d i c a t i o n  e f f o r t s .

(This i n f o r m a t i o n  w a s  p r e p a r e d  in F e b r u a r y  1988 o n  an interager.cv 
b a s i s  to r e s p o n d  to a c o n g r e s s i o n a l  i n q u i r y  o n  Mr. G r i t z ’s 
a c t i v i t i e s .)



. M - w e r o i n  I n d i c t m e n t ,  7 4 0  
" U . S .  I n d i c t s  t h e  O p i u m  W a r l o r d  o f  B u r m a  
" B y  C A R O L Y N  S K O R N E C K -  
' ' A s s o c i a t e d  P r e s s  W r i t e r -  

W A S H IN G T O N  (A P >  „  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  D i e u  T h o r n b u r g h  d e n o u n c e d  K h u n  
S a ,  t h e  a d m i t t e d  O D iu n t  w a r l o r d  o f  B u r m a ,  a s  C h e  ’ ’ P r i n c e  o f  D * a t n "  
T h u r s d a y  i n  a n n o u n c i n g  d r u g - t r a f f l c k i n g  c h a r g e s  s t e m m i n g  f r o m  t n e  

l a r g e s t  h e r o i n  s e i z u r e  e v e r .
I t  i s  u n l i k e l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  K h u n  S a  w i l l  De  a r o u q h t  t o  t r i a l  i n  

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e .  F o r  y e a r s ,  t h e  B u r m e s e  
g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  D e e n  f i g h t i n g  K h u n  S a  a n d  h i s  t h o u s a n d s  o f  s o l d i e r s  

t o  n o  a v a i l .
T h o r n o u * ' g h  r e f u s e d  t o  c o n c e d e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t h e  e f f o r t  t o  b r i n g  

K h u n  S a  t o  t r i a l  w o u l d  b e  f u t i l e ,  s a y i n g  i t  w o u l d  ' ' n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y "  

r e a u i r e  a  s m a l l  w a r  t o  c a D t u r e  h i m .
• ' H e  m a y  b e  s u b j e c t  t o  d e l i v e r y  b y  h i s  o w n  f o r c e s ,  i f  s o m e o n e  

d e c i d e s  t o  b e t r a y  m m , "  s a i d  T h o r n b u r g h .
R e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  B u r m a  h a v e  b e e n  s t r a i n e d  

s i n c e  U . S .  a i d  w a s  c u t  o f f  t w o  y e a r s  a g o  f o l l o w i n g  s e v e r a l  m a s s a c r e s  
a n d  t n e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  a  m i l i t a r y  g o v e r n m e n t .

T h o r n b u r g n  s a i d  t h e  U . S .  a n d  B u r m e s e  g o v e r n m e n t s  w e r e  u n i t e d  m  

t h e i r  d e s i r e  t o  a p D r e h e n d  K h u n  S a .
• ’ T h e y  a r e  a s  d e t e r m i n e d  g o v e r n m e n t a l l y  a s  w e  a r e  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  

.  p r o b l e m , "  t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  s a i d .  " ' T h i s  w o u l d  b »  a n  i m p o r t a n t  
P r e a k t h r o u g h  f o r  p o t n  t h e m  a n d  u s . ' '

T h o r n D u r g n  s a i d  h e  h a d  n o t  c o n s u l t e d  w i t h  B u r m a  o n  K h u n  S a ,  b u t  h e  
w a s  h o o i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  c o o p e r a t i o n  o f  g o v e r n m e n t s  t n e r e  a n d  i n  

n e i g h b o r i n g  c o u n t r i e s  i n  t r a c k i n g  h i m  d o w n .
T h e  1 0  f e d e r a l  c o u n t s  i n  t h e  i n d i c t m e n t  r e t u r n e d  l a s t  D e c e m b e r  i n  

U . S .  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  i n  B r o o k l y n ,  N . Y . ,  o u t  n o t  u n s e a l e d  u n t i l  
T h u r s d a y ,  a r o s e  o u t  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  h e r o i n  s e i z u r e  i n  h i s t o r y  _  1 , 0 8 6  
k i l o g r a m s  s e i z e d  i n  F e b r u a r y  1 9 8 8  i n  B a n g k o k ,  T h a i l a n d .  T h e  h e r o i n  
w a s  h e a d e d  f o r  N e w  Y o r k ,  o f f i c i a l s  s a i d .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  K h u n  S a  i s  

c h a r g e d  w i t h  i m p o r t i n g  o r  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  i m p o r t  m o r e  t h a n  3 , 5 0 0  p o u n d s  
o f  h e r o i n  i n t o  N e w  Y o r k  b e t w e e n  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 8 6  a n d  F e b r u a r y  1 9 8 6 .

A s k e d  w h y  t h e  i n d i c t m e n t  w a s  k e o t  s e a l e d  f o r  s e v e r a l  m o n t h s ,  
T h o r n b u r g h  s a i d  o f f i c i a l s  h a d  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  ' ' s e n s i t i v e  m a t t e r s . • '  
w h i c h  h e  d i d  n o t  d i s c l o s e .

' ' K h u n  S a  h a s  d e s c r i b e d  h i m s e l f  a s  ' P r i n c e  P r o s p e r o u s ,  ’  b u t  a s  t h e  
l a r g e s t  d o o e  o u s h e r  i n  t h e  G o l d e n  T r i a n g l e ,  t h e  t i t l e  o f  ' P r i n c e  o f  
D e a t h '  f o r  t h o u s a n d s  o f  h e r o i n  a d d i c t s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  m i q n t  o e  
M o r e  a p t , ’ '  T h o r n b u r g h  s a i d .

D r u g  E n f o r c e m e n t  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  c h i e f  J a c k  L a w n  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  u p  t o  
**5 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  h e r o i n  c o n s u m e d  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  c o m e s  f r o m  t h e  
B u r m e s e  s e c t i o n  o f  t n e  G o l d e n  T r i a n g l e  _  a n  a r e a  o f  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a  

w h e r e  T h a i l a n d ,  B u r m a  a n d  L a o s  m e e t .  K h u n  S a  i s  r e p u t e d  t o  c o n t r o l  a s  
m u c h  a s  9 0  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  h e r o i n  f r o m  B u r m a .

K h u n  S a  i s  * ' p r o b a b l y  t h e  l a r g e s t  h e r o i n  p r o d u c e r  i n  t h e  w o r l o . ’ ’ 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  E d  H e a t h ,  w h o  u n t i l  r e c e n t l y  h e a d e d  t h e  D E A ’ s  h e r o i n  
d e s k .

K h u n  S a  h a s  b e e n  s i n g l e d  o u t  a s  a n  o p i u m  k i n g p i n  t o r  y e a r s  b y  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  T h a i l a n d  t h r e w  h i m  o u t  i n  1 9 8 2 ,  f o r c i n g  m s  m o v e  
a c r o s s  t h e  b o r d e r  t o  B u r m a .

' ' W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  K h u n  S a  w a s  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  f l o w  
o f  h e r o i n  t o  o u r  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s  i n  V i e t n a m  a n d  i n  T h a i l a n d  d u r i n g  
r & r  ( r e s t  a n d  r e l a x a t i o n )  a s  a  m e a n s  o f  r e t a l i a t ’ n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  U . S .  
f o r c e s  f o r  t h e  d a m a g e s  t h e y  w r o u g h t  d u r i n g  t h e  w a r  i t s e l f , "  L a w n  
s a i d .

T h e  h a l f - C h i n e s e ,  h a l f - S h a n  w a r l o r d  f i n a n c e s  a n o  l e a d s  t h e  S h a n  
U n i t e d  A r m y ,  a  f o r c e  e s t i m a t e d  a t  * > , 0 0 0  t o  1 6 , 0 0 0  g u e r r i l l a s  w h o  
c o n t r o l  a  l o n g  s t r e t c h  o f  t h e  B u r m e s e - T h a i  b o r d e r .

K h u n  S a  c l a i m s  t o  D e  t h e  l e a d e r  o f  a  n a t i o n a l i s t  m o v e m e n t  f o r  t h e  
S h a n  o e o o l e ,  w h o  h a v e  D e e n  f i g h t i n g  t h e  B u r m e s e  G o v e r n m e n t  s i n c e  

1 9 3 8 ,  w h e n  i t  b r o k e  a  p r o m i s e  t o  a l l o w  t h e  S h a n  s t a t e  t o  s e c e d e .
' ' I ’ m n o t  t h e  m o n s t e r  o e o o l e  m a k e  m e o u t  t o  D e .  "  h e  t o l d  N e w s w e e x  

l a s t  y e a r .

K u h n  S a ,  w h o  h a s  s a i d  h e  d i s a o o r o v e s  o f  t h e  d r u g  t r a d e  a n d  w o u l d  
I l k #  h i s  o e o o l e  t o  d i v e r s i f y  i n t o  o t h e r  b u s i n e s s e s ,  n a s  o f f e r o d  
r e p e a t e d l y  t o  a o a n d o n  t h e  d r u q  t r a d e  i f  t n e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w i l l  p a y  
h i m  m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  a  y e a r  f o r  s i x  t o  e i g n t  y e a r s  t o  b u y  o u t  t h e  
o p i u m  c r o o s .  S u c h  a h  a n n u a l  f e e  h a s  b e e n  r e p o r t e d  r e c e n t l y  a s  r a n g i n g  
f r o m  * 1 0 0  m i l l i o n  t o  S 3 0 0  m i l l i o n .

T h e  U . S .  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  r e j e c t e d  s u c h  o f f e r s .

' ' T h e  l a s t  t h i n g  t o  d o  i s  t o  p a y  t h o  e x t o r t i o n i s t . "  L a w n  s a t .  
H o w e v e r ,  t h e  i d e a  o f  a  ' ' p r e - e m p t i v e  P u v "  w a s  e x p l o r e d  i n  1 9 7 8  P v  

a n  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  t e a m  f o r  t h e  H o u s e  S e l e c t  C o m m i t t e e  o n  N a r c o t i c s  
A b u s e  a n o  C o n t r o l  w h i c h  m e t  w i t h  t n e  w a r l o r d .

D a v i d  P i c k e n s ,  w h o  w o r k e d  f o r  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  t h e n  c h a i r e d  b y  f o r m e r  
R e p .  L e s t e r  W o l f f ,  D - N , Y .  ,  s a i d  K h u n  S a  w a s  * " s t o i c ,  v e r y  
b u s i n e s s l i k e  a n d  d e t e r m i n e d . '  ’
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J a n u a r y  1 0 ,  1 9 8 3
M i l i t a r y  A w a rd s  B r a n c h

Mr. cyd S m i t h
A s s i s t a n t  E d i t o r
G u i n n e s s  B o o k  of W o r l d  R e c o r d s
St e r l i n g  P u b l i s h i n g  Company, I n c o r p o r a t e d
Two P a r k  A v e n u e
M e w  York, N e w  Y o r k  10016

Dear Mr. Smith:

This is in r e s p o n s e  to y o u r  l e t t e r  of N o v e m b e r  3, 1988, 
r e g a r d i n g  w h e t h e r  o r  not L i e u t e n a n t  C o l o n e l  M a t t  Urban, US A r m y  
Retired, is the m o s t  d e c o r a t e d  s o l d i e r  i n’A m e r i c a n  history.

Su c h  c o m p a r a t i v e  data as you are s e e k i n g  have been t h e  s u b j e c t  
o f  n u m e r o u s  r e q u e s t s  s u b m i t t e d  to. t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of A r m y  in the 
past. It has b e e n  a long s t a n d i n g  a n d  u n w r i t t e n  p o l i c y  of the 
A r m y  that no s i ngle  s o l d i e r  o r  v e t e r a n  is e v e r  named o f f i c i a l l y  as 
the m o s t  d e c o r a t e d  o r  h i g h e s t  d e c o r a t e d  p e r s o n  in a c o n f l i c t  or in 
a p a r t i c u l a r  era o f  time. S i m p l y  stated, the A r m y  has no c e n t r a l  
source, i n d e x  o r  d a t a  base w h i c h  c o n t a i n s  i n f o r m a t i o n  as to the 
h i g h e s t  d e c o r a t e d  soldier, o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  w h i c h  w o u l d  p e r m i t  the 
•comparison of a w a r d s  of soldiers.

W h i l e  s t a t e m e n t s  in t h e . n e w s  media, a nd u n o f f i c i a l  p u b l i c a t i o n s  
often i n f e r  or c l a i m  t h a t  C e r t a i n  i n d i v i d u a l s  w e r e  the most: h i g h l y  
decorated, first, younges t, oldest, etc., a t t e m p t i n g  to c o m p i l e  
such d a t a  w o u l d  be e n o r m o u s l y  e xpensive, t i m e - c o n s u m i n g  and, in 
our view, u n p r o d u c t i v e .  T o  d o  thi3, w o u l d  f o s t e r  c o m p e t i t i o n  and 
c l aim s w i t h  the A r m y  in t h e  u n e n v i a b l e  p o s i t i o n  as a r b i t e r  of 
d i s p u t e s  a n d  cou nte r c l a i m s .  Finally, t h e  A r m y  dees not a s c r i b e  a 
n u m e r i c a l  v a l u e  or p o i n t s  to the N a t i o n ' s  d e c orations. Who is to 
say that a r e c i p i e n t  of a s i n g l e  M e d a l  of H o n o r  is m o r e  h i g h l y  
d e c o r a t e d  t h a n  a r e c i p i e n t  o f  two D i s t i n g u i s h e d  S e r v i c e  C r o s s  
awards. M i l i t a r y  d e c o r a t i o n s  s hould n e t  b e  v i e w e d  as p r i z e s  in a 
contest.



/our intere st is a p p r e c i a t e d  and I i.C'pe the in^orrat-’on 
ovided  w i l l  c l a r i f y  this c a r t e r  for you. or...at.on

Sincerely,

H e c t o r  M. R a n g e l  
L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel, U.S. Arny 
Chief, M i l i t a r y  A w a r d s  Branch



D E P A R T M E N T  OF T H E  A R M Y  
U .S .  T O T A L  A R M Y  P E R S O N N E L  C O M M A N D  

A L E X A N D R IA , VA

* a F E S  1909
M i l i t a r y  A w a r d s  B ra nch

Mr. David A. Boehm 
S t e r l i n g  P u b l i s h i n g  Comp any 
T w o  P a r k  A v e n u e  
N e w  Yo 'k, N e w  Y o r k  10016

Dear Mr. Boehm:

T h a n k  you for y o u r  l e t t e r  d a t e d  January'-23, 1989, to 
S e c r e t a r y  of D e f e n s e  designate, th e H o n o r a b l e  J o h n  Tower, 
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  m o s t  d e c o r a t e d  s o l d i e r  in the A r m e d  Forces. 
S i n c e  b o t h  M e d a l  of H o n o r  recip ients, A u d i e  M u r p h y  and Matt 
Urban, are f o r m e r  m e m b e r s  of the Ar my, y o u r  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  
w a s  r e f e r r e d  to the D e p a r t m e n t  of the A r m y  for a response.

T h e  A r m y  is u n a b l e  to c o m p l y  w i t h  y o u r  request. N e i t h e r  
A u d i e  M u r p h y  n o r  M a t t  U r b a n  will be d e s i g n a t e d  b y  the A r m y  as 
the p e r s o n  to b e  i n c l u d e d  in the G U I N N E S S  B O O K  OF W O R L D  
R E C O R D S .

T h e  p r e v i o u s  r e p l y  y o u  r e c e i v e d  w a s  correct. It w o u l d  
b e  i n a d v i s a b l e  for a n y  A r m y  official to state as a m a t t e r  of 
fact s o m e t h i n g  w h i c h  cann ot be p r o v e n  t o  b e  true. The A r m y  
does n o t  m a i n t a i n  a s t a t i s t i c a l  a u t o m a t e d  r e c o r d  w hich could 
be u s e d  to c o m p a r e  t h e  v a r i o u s  h o n o r s  a w a r d e d  each soldier. 
T h e  A r m y  does n o t  m a i n t a i n  a c o n s o l i d a t e d  t a b u l a t i o n  of each 
a w a r d  r e c e i v e d  b y  soldiers. The o n l y  r e c o r d  f^r each awa rd 
g i v e n  t o  a s o l d i e r  is in h i s  or h e r  p e r s o n n e l  record. Until 
t ha m i d - 1 9 7 0 s  t h e s e  r e c ords were l a r g e l y  p a p e r  records. It 
w o u l d  b e  a n e a r  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  to s c r e e n  and m a n u a l l y  c o m p i l e  
s t a t i s t i c s  from t h e  m i l l i o n s  of r e c o r d s  of f o r m e r  and c u r r e n t  
A r m y  members.

T h e r e  are o t h e r  reasons,, some o f  w h i c h  w e r e  cited in the 
p r e v i o u s  r e p l y  f r o m  t h e  M i l i t a r y  A w a r d s  Branch. The n u m b e r  
a nd t y p e  of d e c o r a t i o n s  and awards a v a i l a b l e  to be p r e s e n t e d  
to s o l d i e r s  v a r i e s  from one war and t i m e  p e r i o d  to another.
A s  an example, in W o r l d  W a r  I the A r m y  h a d  t h r e e  d e c o r a t i o n s  
and one s e r v i c e  m e d a l  a v a i l a b l e  to r e c o g n i z e  soldiers.
D u r i n g  V i e t n a m  these n u m b e r s  w e r e  12 a n d  three, respectively.



Many soldiers r e c ei ved multi ple a w a r d s  of decorations. It 
would be b o t h  u n f a i r  and inacc u r a t e  to label one s o l d i e r  as 
the m o s t  d e c o r a t e d  whan there are so m a n y  variables.

The A r m y  does not interfere w i t h  the rights of p r i v a t e  
citizens, i n c l u d i n g  former soldiers, to m a k e  claims r e g a r d i n g  
themselves, similarly, the Army d o e s  not h i n d e r  p u b l i c a t i o n s  
or o t h e r  persons from p u b l i s h i n g  s u c h  claims. It is 
incumb ent upon such  persons, however, to c o n f i r m  the c l ai ms 
or a l l e g e d  facts. T h e  A r m y  will c o n f i r m  o n l y  wha t it c a n  
v erify as true and  c o rrect information. I trust you can 
u n d e r s t a n d  such a position.
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D E F E N S E  I N T E L L I G E N C E  A G E N C Y

W A SH IN O T O N . O C . i 0 3 « 0 -

'J-0353/PW-MIA 1 e WAR 19S0
Ms• Ann M i l l s  G r i f f i t h s  
Execut ive Di rector 
National League of PCW/MIA f ami l i e s  
1001 Conn«ct1cut Avenue 
Sui te 219
Washington, D.C. 20036 
Dear Ms. G r i f f i t h s :
We wave reviewed Jo int  Resolut ion No. 86 proposed by the Alaska State 
Legi s l a ture and o f f e r  the fol lowing corrments:
The United States Government has no evidence whatsoever to suggest that "U.S.
pr i soners of war" are being held in 9urma.
Several years ago the U.S. Government was approached by an American c i t i zen
claiming tha t ,  through contacts with Burmese drug war lord Khun Sa, one or
more U.S. pr i soners of war could be re leased .  The report was Inves t igated 
and found to be a de l i be ra t e  attempt to f abr i c a t e  Informat ion.

S incere ly ,

JOSEPH A. SCHLATTER

of War and Missing 1n Action
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N A T IO N A L  I .E A G I E OF  FA M IL IE S  

O F  A M E R IC A N  P R ISO N E R S  A N D  M ISS IN G  IN  SO U T H E A S T  ASIA  
1001 CON.NECT1CIT AVENUE. NORTHVTST SUITE 219 

_   WASHINGTON. D.4.. 200J6-SSW |UPDATE LINE: 202/699 01 \}

B A C K G R O U N D  I N F O R M A T I O N

The N a t i o n a l  League o f  Famil ies of A m e r i c a n  P r i s oners  and 
M i s s i n g  in S o u t h e a s t  A s i a  was i n c o r p o r a t e d  in the D i s t r i c t  of 
C o l u m b i a  on M a y  28, 1970. M e m b e r s h i p  is c o m p r i s e d  of the
wives, children, p a r e n t s  and o t h e r  close  r e l a tives of 
A m e r i c a n s  w h o  were or are liste d as p r i s o n e r s  of war, m i s s i n g  
in action, k i l l e d  in a c t i o n / b o d y  n o t  r e c o v e r e d  in S o u t h e a s t  
Asia, and r e t u r n e d  V i e t n a m  POWs. it is a non-profit, 
n e n - p a r t i e a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  financed  th ro u g h  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  from 
the families, c o n c e r n e d  c i t izens and o r g a nizat ions. The 
L e a g u e ' s  s o l e  p u r p o s e  is to o b t a i n  the r e leas e of all 
prisoners, t h e  fullest p o s s i b l e  a c c o u n t i n g  for  the m i s s i n g  and 
the r e p a t r i a t i o n  of r e m a i n s  of those w h o  d i e d  s e r v i n g  our 
n a t i o n  in S o u t h e a s t  Asia.

The L e a g u e  o r i g i n a t e d  o n  the v e s t  c o a s t  in the l a t e - 1 9 6 0 ' s .  
The w i f e  of a r a n k i n g  POW, b e l i e v i n g  that the U.S. 
G o v e r n m e n t ' s  p o l i c y  of k e e p i n g  a low p r o f i l e  on the P O W / M I A  
issue a n d  e n c o u r a g i n g  the families to r e f r a i n  from p u b l i c l y  
d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  p r o b l e m  was unjustified,  i n i t ia ted a l o osely 
o r g a n i z e d  m o v e m e n t  w h i c h  e v e n t u a l l y  d e v e l o p e d  into the 
N a t i o n a l  L e a g u e  of Families.

In O c t o b e r  1968, the first P O W / M I A  s t o r y  was pub lished. A s  a 
result of t h a t  publicity, the f a m il ies b e g a n  c o m m u n i c a t i n g  
with e a c h  other. The g r o u p  g r e w  in s t r e n g t h  from 50 to 100, 
to 300, a n d  k e p t  growing. Small P O W / M I A  family g r o u p s  floode d 
the N o r t h  V i e t n a m e s e  d e l e g a t i o n  in Pari3 w i t h  t e l e g r a p h i c  
in q u iries r e g a r d i n g  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  and missing, the first 
m a j o r  a c t i v i t y  in w h i c h  h u n d r e d s  of f a m i l i e s  parti c i p a t e d .

Eventually, "• t h e  n e c e s s i t y  • for f o r m a l  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  was 
recognized. I n  May 1970, a special A D H O C  m e e t i n g  of famil ies 
met in W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C., at w h i c h  tim e the L e a g u e ' s  c h a r t e r  
and b y - l a w s  w e r e  drafted.

A n i n e - m e m b e r  b o a r d  of d i r e c t o r s  meets r e g u l a r l y  to d e t e r m i n e  
League p o l i c y  and d i r e c t i o n  a n d  is e l e c t e d  y e a r l y  by the 
m e m b e r s h i p  w h i c h  now s tands at a p p r o x i m a t e l y  3,600. In 
addition, t h e r e  are ten regio n a l  c o o r d i n a t o r s  r e s p o n s i b l e  for 
a c t i v i t i e s  in m u l t i - s t a t e  areas and s t a t e  c o o r d i n a t o r s  in moist 
of the f i f t y  states.

The L e a g u e ' s  national  o f f i c e  is s t a f f e d  b y  s i x  f u l l - t i m e  
employee s. T h e  e x e c u t i v e  director, a n  M I A  s i s t e r  w h o  is the 
o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s  c h i e f  e x e c u t i v e  officer, is r e s p o n s i b l e  for 
m a n a g e m e n t  of the L e a g u e  and i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of p o l i c i e s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  the m e m b e r s h i p  and b o a r d  o f  d irectors.

-  over - 1 / 9 0
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N A T IO N A L  LE A G U E  O F  FA M IL IES  
O F  A M ER IC A N  PR ISO N ER S  A N D  M ISSING  IN  S O U T H E A S T  ASIA  

1001 C O N N E C r iC t  T AVfcNl F.. N O R T H W E S T , S l' IT fc  2 1 9  
 ______________  W A S H IN G T O N . D .C . .'00.16 JS 0 4 I ’PDATF I.INE: 2 0 2 /6 )9  01

S T A T U S  O P  THE P O W / M I A  ISSUE: M a r c h  1, 1990

2,304 A m e r i c a n a  r emain m i s s i n g  or u n a c c o u n t e d  for as a r e s u l t  of 
the c o n f l i c t  in S o u t h e a s t  Asia. A b r e a k d o w n  by c o u n t r y  of l o s s  
follows: V i e t n a m _ ( N o r t h  - 598; South - 1,081) 1,679; Laos - 537;
Cambodia - 82; China (territorial waters) - 6.

President B u s h  has p u b l i c l y  s t a t e d  his A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  c o m m i t m e n t  
and pledged to "do all a g o v e r n m e n t  can" to r e s o l v e  the POW/MIA 
issue. H i g h e s t  p r i o r i t y  i3 p l a c e d  on r e s o l v i n g  the live p r i s o n e r  
issue w h i c h  is at the forefront • of n e g o t i a t i o n s  and the 
intelli gence effort. C o n c l u s i v e  evidence o f  the e x i s t e n c e  of live 
prisoners h a s  not yet  b e e n  obtained, but i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  
precludes r u l i n g  out that possibility. The U.S. G o v e r n m e n t  
operates u n d e r  the a s s u m p t i o n  that some A m e r i c a n s  are still held 
and has p l e d g e d  to take d e c i s i v e  action s h o u l d  a n y  r e p o r t  prove 
true. O v o r  100 firsthand live s i g h t i n g  r e p o r t s  are u n d e r  
continuing p r i o r i t y  investigation.

Progress in V i e t n a m  has inc reased since G e n e r a l  J o h n  W. Vessey, Jr. 
(USA-Retired) was n amed special POW/MIA E m i s s a r y  to H a n o i  by 
President R e a g a n  in F e b r u a r y  1937 and r e a p p o i n t e d  b y  P r e s i d e n t  Bush 
in January 1989. Si nce S e p t e m b e r  1988, n u m e r o u s  j oint i n v e s t i­
gations h a v e  taken p l a c e  in Vietnam, s e v e r a l  t e c h n i c a l  m e e t i n g s  
have been held, and the V i e t n a m e s e  have r e p a t r i a t e d  230 remains, 
Only 98 h a v e  thus far bee n identified, and m o s t  o f  t hose r e m a i n i n g  
are b e l i e v e d  to be S o u t h e a s t  A s i a n  m o n g o l o i d  or u n i d e n t i f i a b l e .

There has b e e n  a signif i c a n t  increase in j o i n t  U S / L a o  o p e r a t i o n s  
this year, i n c l u d i n g  a g r e e m e n t s  in early F e b r u a r y  t o  g r e a t l y  expand 
the level o f  cooperation. For the first time, t h e  Lao G o v e r n m e n t  
has agreea t o  c o n d u c t  joint invest i g a t i o n  of d i s c r e p a n c y  c a s e s  and 
joint surveys-; of r e p o rted -grave sites t h r o u g h o u t  the c o u n t r y  as 
part of the y e a r - r o u n d  p r o g r a m  for 1990.

Only Cambodia has not cooperated. The US G o v e r n m e n t  has m a d e  c l e a r  
to officials in Phnom Penh t heir w i l l i n g n e s s  to u n i l a t e r a l l y  send 
an Air Force p l a n e  and r e p a t r i a t i o n  team to p i c k  u p  a ny r e m a i n s  in 
their poss e s s i o n .  T h u s  far, t h e r e  has b e e n  no response.

The US G o v e r n m e n t  is s e e k i n g  the fullest p o s s i b l e  a c c o u n t i n g , it 
is obvious f r o m  a r e v i e w  of s t a t i s t i c a l  d a t a  t h a t  m a n y  will 
unfor t u n a t e l y  n e v e r  be recovered; over 400 i n d i v i d u a l s  w e r e  lost 
over water. A n o t h e r  450 individual loss l o c a t i o n s  are unknown. 
While r e c o g n i z i n g  these s t a t i s t i c a l  realities, t h o  L e ague a n d  the 
US G o v e r n m e n t  also r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  full and o p e n  c o o p e r a t i o n  from 
the g o v e r n m e n t s  c o n c e r n e d  c o u l d  a c count for h u n d r e d s  of m i s s i n g  
Americans.



S T A T IS T IC S
2,304 A m e r i c a n s  are still prisoner, m i s s i n g  o r  u n a c c o u n t e d  for in 
Southeast Asia, i n c l uding 42 civilians, 2 o f  w h o m  ^re women. A 
breakdown o £  c o u n t r y  of loss follows:

V i e t n a m  (North-593,* S o u t h - 1 , 0 8 1 ) ..................  1,679
L a o s  ..............................   537
C a m b o d i a ...............................   82
C h i n a  (territorial w a t e r s ) ................................. .

‘Fi r s t h a n d  S i g h t i n g  Reports from I n d o china

As of M a r c h  1, 1990, 1,342 firsth and live s i g h t i n g  reports in
Indochina h a v e  b e e n  received  since 1975. 1,216 of t hese  reports
have been resolv ed: 895 p e r t a i n  to indivi duals w h o  have since left 
Indochina ( r e t urned P O W s ,  k n o w n  m i s s i o n a r i e s  o r  c i v i l i a n s  d e t a i n e d  
after Saigon fell, and l a t e r  released); 321 a r e  fabrications. T h e  
remaining 126 sightings  are as yet u n r e s o l v e d  and u n d e r
investigation u s i n g  all a v a i l a b l e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  assets. T h e  126 c a n  
be further d i v i d e d  into 72 d e a l i n g  with reporte d A m e r i c a n s  seen in 
a pr isoner s i t u a t i o n  and 54 in n o n - p r i s o n e r  situations. The 72 
"prisoner" r e p o r t s  can be se par a t e d  into 70 a c t i v e  c a s e s  and 2 
cases where the i n f o r m a t i o n  is too v ag ue to be of any use. T h e
years d u r i n g  w h i c h  the 151 u n r e s o l v e d  live s i g h t i n g s  t o o k  p l a c e
is outline d below:

Pre 75 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 94 85 86 87 89 89 90 TOTAf.
POW 4 0 
NonPW 2

3
5

1
5

7
3

4
3

3
6

2
0

2
1

0
1

2
2

1
2

1
5

2
4

1
6

3
7

0
1

0
1

72
54

* Statistics f r o m - D e f e n s e  I n t e l l i g e n c e  Agency.

‘S e r v i c e m e n  I d e n t i f i e d / A c c o u n t e d  for Since 1973
* > ;• • \ \ *. ;

1 9 7 4  . 5  7 6  7 7  7 8  7 9  8 0  8 1  6 2  8 3  84  8 5  8 6  8 7  8 8  8 9  TOTAT,
23 5 2 33 12 0 1 3 5 9 6 51 22

----74-75-----*
R e l a t e d  to end 
of V N  W a r

21

 7 6 - 7 8 --------
U S / S R V  a t t empts  
to n o r m a l i z e

1Z

-  —  7 9 - 3 0 ---------
N o r m a l i z a t i o n  
talks b r e a k d o w n

8 62 37 279

- - 8 1 - S  J C . . .  
U.S. p r i o r i t y  
h u m a n i t a r i n

issue ~ kk
Note: The a b o v e  n u mbers do not include all r e m a i n s  r e p o r t e d  to be
those of A m e r i c a n s  r e p a t r i a t e d  by V i e t n a m  or r e c o v e r e d  d u r i n g  the 
1986 e x c a v a t i o n  in Laos, some of w h i c h  are s t i l l  b e i n g  p r o c e s s e d  
by the OIL.

‘Sta t i s t i c s  f r o m  D e p a r t m e n t  of Defense. I n c l u d e s  tw o indi vi d u a l  
forensics i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s  s u b s e q u e n t l y  rescinded, but p e r s o n n e l  are 
c o n s i d e r e d  a c c o u n t e d  for b y  the U.S. G overnment.

March 1, 1990
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L E A G U E  P O S I T I O N S

On Live Prisoners: T h e  Leag ue's p o s i t i o n  is that A m e r i c a n s 'are still held 
based on h i s t o r y  of the issue, known d i s c r e p a n c y  c ases a n d  the w ei ght of 
intelligence i n f o r m a t i o n  w h i c h  supports our view. The League's position 
places the b urde n on Hanoi to p r o v i d e  answers and is not in con flict wi th the 
U.S. Government position.

On the Fullest P o s s i b l e  Accounting: As stated in the League's c h a r t e r  and
byiav/3, the fullest p o s s i b l e  a c c o u n t i n g  is c r i tical to a c h i e v i n g  answers for 
the families and d i r e c t l y  impacts on the live p r i s o n e r  question. The two 
tracks must be p u r s u e d  simultaneously, as a m a t t e r  of h i ghest national 
priority, using  l a r g e l y  s e p a r a t e  but c o m p l e m e n t a r y  assets.

On Current P r i o r i t y  and Policy: T h e  League s t r ongly  s u p p o r t s  current pr iority 
and policy, r e c o g n i z i n g  that the US G o v e r n m e n t  h a s  a d o p t e d  all initiatives 
p r o posed by the League, that s i g n i f i c a n t  prog ress is b e i n g  made, t h o ugh never 
as fa3t as hoped, a n d  that no v i a b l e  a l ternative a p p r o a c h  has been proposed.

On Political US R e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  Vietnam: So l o n g  as there is an ongoing, 
viable process of h u m a n i t a r i a n  c o o p e r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  the US and V i e t n a m  to 
resolve the P O W /MIA issue, and so long as the G o v e r n m e n t  of V i e t n a m  continues 
a policy of non-linkage, the League will take H 2  p o s i t i o n  on natters 
affect ing the p o l i t i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  the two countries.

On o b t a ining I n d o c h i n e s e  Co operation: A g r e e m e n t s  to address m utual
humanitarian c o n c e r n s  must be i m pleme nted in t h e  best interest of all 
concerned g o v e r n m e n t s .  Vietnam: T h e  L e a g u e  fully s u p p o r t s  Pr esident Bush's
reappointment of G e n e r a l  J o h n  W, Vessey, Jr., as h i s  special P O W / M I A  e m i ssary 
to Hanoi, r e c o g n i z i n g  V i e t n a m ' s  i n c r e a s e d  c o o p e r a t i o n  in w o r k i n g  u n i l a t e r a l l y  
and jointly with the U.S. G o v e r n m e n t  to resolve t h e  fate of our m i s s i n g  men 
since his selection. The League calls on the G o v e r n m e n t  of V i e t n a m  to fully 
share all a v a i l a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  U.S. and u r g e s  t h e  US G o v e r n m e n t  to 
expand upon this f o u n d a t i o n  if V i e t n a m  m e e t s  t h e i r  c o m mitm ents. Laos: The
League welcomes the Lao G o v e r n m e n t ' s  a g r e ement t o  e s t a b l i s h  a y e a r - r o u n d  
program of P O W / M I A  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  the U.S. and c a l l s  u p o n  Laos to i n c re ase 
the pace of joint a n d  u n i l a t e r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  and u p o n  the US G o v e r n m e n t  to 
fulfill its pledges in this regard. Cambodia: T h e  L e a g u e  again calls  upon
officials in Phnom Penh to r e t u r n  any and all r e m a i n s  and i n f o r m a t i o n  of 
Americans they c l a i m  to p o s s e s s  and urges i m m e d i a t e  a c c e p t a n c e  of the l o n g­
standing US o f f e r  to send a m i l i t a r y  a i r c r a f t  and o f f i c i a l  r e p a t r i a t i o n  team 
to receive these r e m ains on a h u m a n i t a r i a n  basis a n d  r e t u r n  them to their 
families for h o n o r a b l e  burial. T h e  League calls u p o n  the US G o v e r n m e n t  to 
pursue information o n  A m e r i c a n s  listed as u n a c c o u n t e d  for in C a m b o d i a  in a 
manner which will e n s u r e  that the h u m a n i t a r i a n  n a t u r e  of the P O W / M I A  issue 
is maintained.

On CILHI: T h e  L e a g u e  s u p p o r t s  i m p r o v e m e n t s  made at the C e ntral
Identification  L a b o r a t o r y  (ClL) and in the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  procedures, 
recognizing that the o p e r a t i o n s  of the C I L  are b a s i c  to the a c c o u n t i n g  
process and that c o n f i d e n c e  of the families must b e  m a inta ined. The League



encourages the U S  G o v e r n m e n t  to c o n t i n u o u s l y  seek to improve the process as 
circums tances d i c t a t e .  T h e  League is o p p osed to g r o u p  burials unless all 
possib i l i t i e s  to o b tain individua l ide ntification  h a v e  been exhausted. We 
support the p r o v i s i o n  o f  aJJ, r e l evant i nfor mation to the next-o f - k i n  to 
ensure k n o w l e d g e a b l e  d e c i s i o n s  of w h e t h e r  to accept or decline acceptance of 
individual i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s  which m a y  be pos sible on a less than forensically 
ce r t a i n  basis.

O n  Release of C l a s s i f i e d  Information; The L eague suoports the US 
G o v e r n m e n t ' s  p o l i c y  of "full d i sclosure" to ensure the provision of all 
relevant i n f o r m a t i o n  tc the next-of-kin. The Le ague strongly opposes 
legislation w h i c h  calls for p u b lic release of classi f i e d  reports p er taining 
to Am ericans s t i l l  held captive in S o u t h e a s t  Asia. Public release of 
sensitive data a i d s  c o u n t e r - i n t e l l i g e n c e  a n d  d e s troys any hope of effective 
US Government a c t i o n  to o b t a i n  the release of those involved, as pledged by 
the President.

On 3iparti3an Support: T h e  League c alls  u p o n  the R e p u b l i c a n  and Democratic 
leadership to c o n t i n u e  c u r r e n t  b i p a r t i s a n  p o l i c y  and p r i ori ty to resolve the 
POW/MIA issue, r e c o g n i z i n g  that r e s o l u t i o n  of this h u m a n i t a r i a n  issue can 
only be achieved t h r o u g h  serious US G o v e r n m e n t  e f f o r t s  to increase the 
c ooperation  of t h e  g o v e r n m e n t s  of Vietnam, Laos, C a m b o d i a  and China.

On Use of M i s i n f o r m a t i o n / A l l e g a t i o n s : The League c o n d e m n s  any exploitati on 
of the PCW/MIA i s s u e  as a whole o r  in individual cases. Misinformation, 
unfound ed a l l e g a t i o n s  or c l a i m s  w i t h o u t  proof, i n c l u d i n g  fundraising using 
false cr d i s t o r t e d  information, u n d e r m i n e  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  facts of the issue 
which are viable in t hemselves and must be c o u n t e r e d  w i t h  facts. We commend 
the US Congress for p u r s u i n g  the p r o b l e m  o f  cert ain private g roups us ing 
mi s i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  raise funds on the POW/MIA issue, and call upon th^ 
Congress to r e p o r t  its findings to the A m e r i c a n  p e o p l e  and to pursue 
pr o s e c u t i o n  in a n y  c a s e  found to be in v i o l a t i o n  of US statutes. The  League 
condemn s e x p l o i t a t i o n  of the POW/MIA issue taking p l a c e  at the N ational 
Vi etnam Veterans M e m o r i a l  and calls upon the D e p a r t m e n t  of the Interior and 
all veterans  o r g a n i 2a t i o n j  tc take a p p r o p r i a t e  a c t i o n  to e l i m inate this 
desecration. .1

. 1 -
On Reward offers: T h e  League is s t r o n g l y  o p p o s e d  to o f f e r s  of rewards w h i c h
hi s t o r i c a l l y  have b e e n  c o u n t e r p r o d u c t i v e  to a c h i e v i n g  o u r  goals. S u c h  of fers 
have e l i cited s t r o n g  V i e t n a m e s e  and Lao G o v e r n m e n t  d e n i a l s  that any A m e r i c a n s  
are still held captive, thus u n d e r m i n i n g  serious a t t em pts -by the US 
Gover n m e n t  to g e n e r a t e  r e s p o n s i v e n e s s  or. tha live POW question. In addition, 
the logical r e s u l t  of such p u b l i c  o f f e r s  is the t i g h t e n i n g  of secur i t y  on any 
and all A m e r ic ans held.

On Ir resp o n s i b l e  P r i v a t e  Efforts: The League opposes  irr esp o n s i b l e  private
forays w hich i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  legitima te e f f o r t s  to c o n f i r m  the e x i s t e n c e  of 
PCWs as well as g o v e r n m e n t - t o - g o v e r n m e n t  n e g o t i a t i o n s  to a c cou nt for those 
still prisoner, m i s s i n g  o r  u n a c c o u n t e d  for in S o u t h e a s t  Asia.

On C o n s p i r a c y  & C overup: The League rejects c h a r g e s  -?f c o n s p i r a c y  and
coverup b y  the US G o v e r n m e n t  on the P O W/MIA  issue. C u r r e n t  p r i o r i t y  assets, 
pa r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h i n  the D e f ens e I n t elligence Agency, m u s t  not b e  further 
squand ered on r e s p o n d i n g  o r  react i n g  to such u n f o u n d e d  allegations.

November /,19tt9
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F R E Q U E N T L Y  R A I S E D  Q U E S T I O N S / L E A G U E  R E S P O N S E S  O N  THE P O W / M I A  ISSUE

M a r c h  16, 1990

Q: What is the L e a g u e ' s  p o s i t i o n  c n  live p r i s o n e r s ?

A: Wa b e l i e v e  A m e r i c a n s  are still a l i v e  in S o u t h e a s t  A s i a  b a s e d  on the 
h i s t o r y  of the issue, the n u m e r o u s  d i s c r e p a n c y  c a s e s  of sen last 
k n o w n  a l i v e  a n d  not yet r e t u r n e d  and the w e i g h t  of i n t e l l i g e n c e  
data w h i c h  s u p p o r t s  c u r  view. O u r  p o s i t i o n  is b a s e d  cn o b j e c t i v e  
information, n o t  s p e c u l a t i o n  o r  w i s h f u l  thinking.

W h i l e  the L e a g u e ' s  g r e a t e s t  c o n c e r n  a n d  h i g h e s t  p r i o r i t y  is the 
live p r i s o n e r  issue, our t h r e e - f o l d  o b j e c t i v e  has a lways been a n d  
is: the r e t u r n  of all POWs, the f u l l e s t  p o s s i b l e  a c c o u n t i n g  for
the m i s s i n g  a n d  the r e p a t r i a t i o n  of r e m a i n s  of those who d i e d  
s e r v i n g  o u r  country.  T h e s e  three g o a l s  a r e  c o m p l e m e n t a r y  and 
p u r s u e d  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y .  U n c e r t a i n t y  of the f a m i l i e s  can o n l y  be 
ended b y  p u r s u i n g  all three object i v e s .

Q: The U S G  says t h a t  the p o s s i b i l i t y  of li ve A m e r i c a n s  c a n n o t  be 
ruled out. W h a t  is y o u r  r e a c t i o n  to the USG o f f i c i a l  p o s i t i o n ?

A: It. is c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  ours. O f f i c i a l  p o l i c y  is t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  
a v a i l a b l e  p r e c l u d e s  r u l i n g  out the p o s s i b i l i t y  of live A m e r i c a n s ,  
and all i n v e s t i g a t o r y  e f forts are p u r s u e d  u n d e r  the a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  
some are s t i l l  held. T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  G o v e r n m e n t  has p l e d g e d  
d e c i s i v e  a c t i o n  on a n y  r e p o r t  w h i c h  c a n  be c o n f i r m e d .  G i v e n  the 
p r i o r i t y  of U.S. efforts, i n c l u d i n g  i n t e l l i g e n c e  assets, c u r r e n t l y  
focused on t h i s  issue, w e  n o w  have o u r  b e s t  o p p o r t u n i t y  yet to 
o b t a i n  the a n s w e r s  w e  seek.

Q: Is P r e s i d e n t  B u s h  c o m m i t t e d  to r e s o l v i n g  the P O W / M I A  issue?

A: W h i l e  s e r v i n g  as v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  Bush w a s  a c t i v e l y  involved in 
P r e s i d e n t  R e a g a n ' s  p r i o r i t y  e f f o r t  to r e s o l v e  the P O W / M I A  issue, a 
d e d i c a t i o n  w h i c h  he has c a r r i e d  into his p r e s i d e n c y .  H i s  
c o m m i t m e n t  to o u r  m i s s i n g  m e n  w a s  e x e m p l i f i e d  t h r o u g h  his r e f e r e n c e
to t h o s e  s t i l l  u n a c c o u n t e d  for in h i s  i n a u g u r a l  address, his
r e a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  General J o h n  Vessey, Jr. as his s p e cial P O W / M I A  
e m i s s a r y  to H a n o i  a n d  his a d d r e s s  to t h e  P O W / M I A  f a m i l i e s  at the 
L e a g u e ' s  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g  in July, 1989. T h e  p r i o r i t y  and p o l i c y  
b e g u n  b y  P r e s i d e n t  R e a g a n  h a s  c o n t i n u e d  and the L e a g u e  has
c o n f i d e n c e  t h a t  p r o g r e s s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to increase.

Q: W h a t  w e r e  the r e s u l t s  of P r e s i d e n t i a l  P O W / M I A  E m i s s a r y‘ Ge n e r a l  
J o h n  V e s s e y ' s  m i s s i o n  to H a n o i ?

A: D uring h i s  O c t o b e r  1939 m i s s i o n ,  a g r e e m e n t s  w e r e  r e a c h e d  to refine 
and e x p a n d  the p r o c e s s  of j o i n t  U S / S R V  c o o p e r a t i o n  ( i n i t i a l l y  b e g u n



in late 1983), includ ing a d d i t i o n a l  research for in for m a t i o n  to 
d e t e r m i n e  the fate of m i s s i n g  A m e r i c a n s .  The US also e x p r e s s e d  
a p p r e c i a t i o n  for V i e t n a m ' s  u n i l a t e r a l  efforts  to r e c o v e r  and 
r e p a t r i a t e  A m e r i c a n  remains and e n c o u r a g e d  that such e f forts be 
increased. 3oth sides agreed to e x p a n d  joint s c i e n t i f i c  e n d e a v o r s  
to s u p p o r t  these efforts.

The US s t r e s s e d  that the p r o c e s s  of joint c o o p e r a t i o n  m u s t  be 
viable. The L e a g u e  feels that an e x p a n d e d  level of a c t i v i t y  is nor 
a s u b s t i t u t e  for results.

Q: Wh a t  e x a c t l y  do joi nt acti vi t i e s  include?

A: Ouring a p e r i o d  o f  joint activity, U S •technical p e r s o n n e l  from the 
J o i n t  C a s u a l t y  R e s o l u t i o n  C e n t e r  and C e n t r a l  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
L a b o r a t o r y  and t h e i r  V i e t n a m e s e  c o u n t e r p a r t s  c o n d u c t  s u r veys of 
c rashsites, i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of incidents, i n c l u d i n g  i n terviews w i t h  
local village rs, and w h e n  appro p r i a t e ,  excav ations. In addition, 
U.S. f o r e n s i c  s p e c i a l i s t s  h a v e  w o r k e d  w i t h  t h e i r  V i e t n a m e s e  
c o u n t e r p a r t s  to e x a m i n e  remains r e c o v e r e d  u n i l a t e r a l l y  by V i e t n a m  
to d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  f u rther a n a l y s i s  at C I L H I  is warranted,

Q: W h y  w o u l d  V i e t n a m  b e  w i l l i n g  to c o o p e r a t e  now?

A: The V i e t n a m e s e  are a c u t e l y 'aw are t h a t  a c c o u n t i n g  for POW/MIAs is a 
m eans of p r e p o s i t i o n i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  for the future. W h e n  the 
C a m b o d i a n  p r o b l e m  is r e s olv ed a n d  n o r m a l i z a t i o n  of r e l a t i o n s  
b e t w e e n  the U.S. and V i e t n a m  c a n  b e  s e r i o u s l y  considered, p r o g r e s s  
on the P O W / M I A  i s s u e  will d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t  the pace and scop.e o f  the 
n o r m a l i z a t i o n  process. It is c r i t i c a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  that U.S. 
p o l i c y  c o n t i n u e s  t o  ensure that g r e a t e r  c o o p e r a t i o n  is in V i e t n a m ' s  
interest.

Q: Why does V i e t n a m  continue to !'dribble out" r e m a i n s ?  H o w  m a n y  
remains h a v e  b e e n  i dentified s i n c e  US p r i o r i t y  w a s  a s s i g n e d  to the 
issue in 1982?

Ai We c a n n o t  s p e c u l a t e  about V i e t n a m ' s  m o t i v a t i o n ;  however, u n i l a t e r a l  
tu r n overs of r e m a i n s  w h i c h  m a y  be A m e r i c a n  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  w i t h  
g r e a t e r  frequency. M o r e  r e m a i n s  h a v e  b e e n  p o s i t i v e l y  i d e n t i f i e d  
s i n c e  P r e s i d e n t  R e a g a n  e s t a b l i s h e d  p r i o r i t y  o n  this issue t h a n  at 
any time since the end o f  t h e  war, r e s u l t i n g  in s i g n i f i c a n t  
increases in a c c o u ntabi lity. T h i s  i n c r e a s e  in u n i l a t e r a l  a c t i o n  has 
o c c a s i o n a l l y  b e e n  i n t e r r u p t e d  b y  V i e t n a m  f o r  r e p o r t e d  p o l i t i c a l  
reasons; however, it is c l e a r l y  in their i n t e r e s t  to h o n o r  t h e i r  
h u m a n i t a r i a n  c o m mitments. S p e c i f i c s  are a v a i l a b l e  o n  the L e a g u e ' s  
S t a t i s t i c s  flyer,

Q: Has the US l i fted the trade e m b a r g o  and is a i d  n o w  b e i n g  p r o v i d e d  
to V i e t n a m ?

i

A: No. O f f i c i a l  U.S. G o v e r n m e n t  a i d  is p r o h i b i t e d  by e x i s t i n g
c o n g r e s s i o n a l  law; however, the US has a c k n o w l e d g e d  and a g r e e d  to 
a d d r e s s  " c e r t a i n  u r g e n t  h u m a n i t a r i a n  c o n c e r n s "  o f  V i e t n a m  w i t h i n



legal and p o l i c y  constraints. I n i t i a l  focus w a s  o n  the disabled, 
b u t  w a s  e x p a n d e d  to address p r o b l e m s  d e a l i n g  with c h i l d
d i s a b i l i t i e s  a n d  survival. on n u m e r o u s  o c casions, US teams of 
m e d i c a l  e x p e r t s  v i si ted V i e t n a m  to a s s e s s  the e xt ent of these
p roblems. S u m m a r i e s  of their f i n d i n g s  on b o t h  problems were
c o m p i l e d  a n d  p r o v i d e d  to n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l  h u m a n i t a r i a n
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  (NGOs) for c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  
assistance.

•2: 2ut the V i e t n a m e s e  say that the US is a v o i d i n g  its
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  r e n eging on p r o m i s e s  - w h a t  a b o u t  that?

A: The V i e t n a m e s e  k n o w  that legal a n d  p o l i c y  c o n s t r a i n t s  exist w h i c h  
p r o h i b i t  o f f i c i a l  US G o v e r n m e n t  a i d  o r  a s s i s t a n c e  and u n d e r s t a n d  
e x actly the c o m m i t m e n t s  m a d e  b y  the US to address t h e i r
h u m a n i t a r i a n  concerns. T h e  US a g r e e d  to focus i n i t i a l l y  o n  the 
p r o b l e m  of d i s a b l e d  Vietnamese, to e n c o u r a g e  N G O s  to r e s p o n d  and 
f a c i l i t a t e  a s s i s t a n c e  w h e r e  p o s s ible.  T h e  U . S  h a s  a n d  is c u r r e n t l y  
f u l f i l l i n g  t h e s e  commitments, in a d d i t i o n  to the area of c h i l d
h e a l t h  a n d  d i s a b i l i t i e s .

Qs W h a t  a c t i o n s  h a v e  bee n taken to a c c o u n t  for o v e r  500 s e r v i c e m e n
s t i l l  m i s s i n g  in Laos?

A: T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  o n g o i n g  p o l i c y  and t e c h n i c a l  level e ffort  w i t h  the 
Lao G o v e r n m e n t  since p r i o r i t y  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  in 1982. .Cn 
February, 1990, the US a n d  Lao a g r e e d  to i n c r ease the y e a r - r o u n d  
p r o g r a m  o f  j o i n t  P O W / M I A  a c t i v i t i e s  for t h i s  year. N u m e r o u s  j o i n t  
a c t i v i t i e s  ar e p l a n n e d  w h i c h  w i l l  e x p a n d  t he j o i n t  a c t i v i t i e s  into 
a r e a s  of Laos w h e r e  US teams w e r e  n o t  p r e v i o u s l y  allowed.

O v e r  30% of the U.S. p e r s o n n e l  still u n a c c o u n t e d  for in L a o s  w e r e  
lest in a r e a s  a l o n g  the Ho c h i  M i n n  T rail,  a v i t a l  s u p p l y  line 
w h e r e  V i e t n a m e s e  forces w e r e  d e p l o y e d  d u r i n g  t h e  war. In fact, 
nine A m e r i c a n s  c a p t u r e d  in Lao t e r r i t o r y  w e r e  t r a n s p o r t e d  tc 
V i e t n a m  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t l y  r e l e a s e d  d u r i n g  O p e r a t i o n  H o m e c o m i n g ,  
1973. O n e  c a p t u r e d  a f t e r  O p e r a t i o n  Honecomir.g, E m m e t  Kay, w a s  h e l d  
b y  the P a t h e t  L a o  and r e l e a s e d  in 1974. o t h e r  A m e r i c a n s  k n o w n  to 
h a v e  b e e n  c a p t u r e d  have not y e t  b e e n  r e t u r n e d  - alive or dead; 
t hese a r e  s o m e  of the d i s c r e p a n c y  cases w h i c h  t h e  Lao G o v e r n m e n t  
has n o w  a g r e e d  to investigate.

Q: W h a t  e f f o r t s  are b e i n g  m a d e  to a c c o u n t  for the 32 A m e r i c a n s  l i s t e d  
as m i s s i n g  in C a m b o d i a ?

D e s p i t e  r e p e a t e d  US offers to send a U.S. A i r  F o r c e  p l a n e  a n d  
o f f i c i a l  r e p a t r i a t i o n  t e a m  to p i c k  u p  r e m a i n s  of U.S. s e r v i c e m e n  
P h n o m  P e n h  c l a i m s  are in the ir p o s s e s s i o n ,  o f f i c i a l s  there h a v e  
f a i l e d  to respond. T h e  L e a g u e  a n d  the US G o v e r n m e n t  c o n t i n u e  to 
s e e k  P h n o m  P e n h ' s  c o o p e r a t i o n  t h r o u g h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  h u m a n i t a r i a n  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and o t h e r  a p p r o p r i a t e  ch annels.

Q: Why is the e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  of the L e a g u e  i n c l u d e d  bn o f f i c i a l  
d e l e g a t i o n s ?  W h y  the Leagu e and not o t h e r  P O W / M I A  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ?



A: It is w i d e l y  k n o w n  and a c c e p t e d  that the N a t i o n a l  League of 
F a m ilies is the o n l y  national o r g a n i s a t i o n  c o m p r i s e d  solely of 
P O W / M I A  families. S i n c e  1970, the L e a g u e  has b e e n  r e c o g n i z e d  by the 
USG, the I n d o c h i n e s e  g o v e r n m e n t s  a n d  the m e d i a  as r e p r e s e n t i n g  the 
f a m i lies and o u r  m i s s i n g  relatives. T h e  L e a g u e ' s  c r e d i b i l i t y  was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  o v e r  m a n y  years, and this same logic is the basis for 
L e agu e r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  in the US G o v e r n m e n t ' s  P O W / M I A  I n t e r a g e n c y  
Group w h i c h  d e v e l o p s  p o l i c y  to r e s o l v e  the issue.

Q: W h a t  r e s o u r c e s  is the us G o v e r n m e n t  d e v o t i n g  to t h e  POW/MIA issue 
today? H e w  do es this c o m p a r e  to e a r l i e r  years?

A; It would  be i m p o s s i b l e  to e s t i m a t e  the f u l l ^ r e s o u r c e s  now being 
used on the P O W / M I A  issue; however, some p r e c i s e  n u m b e r s  apply. 
Sinca 1981, the p e r s o n n e l  l evel at t h e  D e f e n s e  I n t e l l i g e n c e  A g e n c y  
has gone from 12 to 39? the J C R C  from 12 to 27; a n d  the Central 
I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  L a b o r a t o r y  f r o m  26 to 40. T h e s e  p e o p l e  are d e v o t e d  
100% to P O W / M I A  matters. In addition, c o u n t l e s s  p eople spend 
i n n u m e r a b l e  h o u r s  w o r k i n g  to r e s o l v e  the issue, w h e t h e r  in the 
D e p a r t m e n t  of Defense, the S t a t e  Department, the m i l i t a r y  services, 
the i n t e l l i g e n c e  c o m m u n i t y  o r  the W h i t e  House.

Q: Doe3 the L e a g u e  s u p p o r t  o f f e r s  o f  r e w a r d s  to o b t a i n  the release of 
A m e r i c a n  POWs?

A: R e w a r d  o f f e r s  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  e v e r  the ye ars and h a v e  p r o duced p a  
p o s i t i v e  results. Rather, t h e y  h a v e  d a m a g e d  the issue by c a usin g 
h i g h  level V i e t n a m e s e  and Lao o f f i c i a l s  to e m p h a t i c a l l y  d e n y  
h o l d i n g  any Americ a n s .  S u c h  d e n i a l s  w o r k  a g a i n s t  c u r r e n t  e f forts  
to resol ve t h e  issue, s e r v i n g  o n l y  to e r o d e  t h e  f lexibility 
e s t a b l i s h e d  in t h e  n e g o t i a t i n g  p r o c e s s  w h i c h  w o u l d  allow t hese 
c o u n t r i e s  to r e t u r n  o u r  m e n  - a l i v e  and dead. In addition, s u c h  
offers tend t o  m o t i v a t e  s o u r c e s  to f a b r i c a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  for 
m o n e t a r y  gain. T i g h t e n e d  s e c u r i t y  o n  any and all A m e r i c a n s  still 
a live w o u l d  a l s o  b e  a logical' result.

Q: Why is the L e a g u e  o p p o s e d  to the a c t i v i t i e s  of s o m e  P O W / M I A  g r o u p s ?

A: T h e r e  are n u m e r o u s  l e g i t i m a t e  P O W / M I A  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w h i c h  are 
h e lpful to t h e  p r o cess; however, e m o t i o n a l l y - c h a r g e d ,  Inaccu r a t e  
i nformation  is d i s t r i b u t e d  b y  g r o u p s  such as t h e  A m e r i c a n  D e f e n s e  
Institute, S k y h o o k  II, O p e r a t i o n  Rescue, N a t i o n a l  F o r g e t-Me-Nots , 
H o m e c o m i n g  II a n d  the P O W  P u b l i c i t y  Fund, a m o n g  others.
Frequently, t h e i r  financial a p p e a l s  i m p l y  that t h e  r e s c u e  of a live
POW is i m m i n e n t  and g r a p h i c a l l y  p o r t r a y  the a l l e g e d  c a p t i v i t y
environment. It is i m p o r t a n t  to note that v a l i d  i n f o r m a t i o n  h a s  
ever been p r o v i d e d  b y  these groups. T h a  League u r g e s  all c o n c e r n e d  
A m e r i c a n s  to s e e k  the facts, c o u n t e r  misinformat' n and s u p p o r t  
resp. isibla e f f o r t s  to r e t u r n  o u r  m i s s i n g  r e l a t i v e s

The L e a gue' s 24 - h o u r  u p d a t e  lino p r o v i d e s  c u r r e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n a l
Updates (202/659-0133).
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President Bush: The 
Fullest Possible Accounting 

Earlier. I was r e f le c t i n g  o n  the 
m a g n i t u d e  of  w h a t  y o u  n a v e  
e n a u r e d  t h r o u g h  s o  m a n y  years 
of  unce r t a in ty .  Q e s p i t e  y o u r  bur 
d e n s ,  you  ha ve  b r o u y n t  a b o u t  a 
c n a n g e  m o u r  n a t i o n  th a t  will 
n e v e r  o e  r e v e r s e d .  Y our  o r g a n i ­
za t ion  p r o v id e s  us all w i t h  a 
st irr ing e x a m p l e  of  h o w  c it izens 
w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  can  h e l p  craft  
s o u n d  pol icy.

As y o u  k n o w ,  9 a r b a r a  a n d  I 
r e t u r n e d  f rom C en t r a l  a n d  
Eastern E urop e  tw o  w e e k s  ago.  
A n d  in t h e  faces of  t h e  b r a v e  
w o r k e r s  of  G d a n s k  a n d  t h e  
h o p e f u l  s t u d e n t s  of  B u d a p e s t ,  I 
s a w  a t ru th  that  c a n n o t  b e  
d e n i e d — th e  d e m o c r a t i c  ideal  is 
w in n in g  t h e  he a r t s  of  p e o p l e  
a r o u n d  t h e  w or ld .

It is this ideal  tha t  w e  h o n o r  
w h e n  w e  fly the  f l ag ; .And it is 
for  this ideal  tha t  so m a n y  A m e r ­
icans  w e r e  re a d y  w h e n  the i r  
c o u n t r y  cai lcd.

Today w e  see  t h e  s y m b o l  of 
this  c o m m i t m e n t ,  t h e  l e a g u e ' s  
P O W 'M I A  flag, o n  p e r m a n e n t  
d isp lay  in th e  R o t u n d a  o f  o u r  
n a t i o n ' s  Capi to l .  It s t a n d s  in a 
po s i t i o n  o f  t r e m e n d o u s  h o n o r .  
A n d  it will n o t  c o m e  d o w n  until 
w e  ha ve  t h e  fullest  p o s s i b l e  
a c c o u n t i n g  of  y o u r  m i s s i n g  loved  
o n e s .

Your  flag can b e  s e e n  across  
this  l a n d — o v e r  s ta te  h o u s e s ,  fire 
s ta t ions ,  s c h o o l s ,  mil i tary 
ins ta l la t ions  a n d  s t a d i u m s ,  even  
o n  sh ips  at  s e a — a s t ir r ing 
r e m i n d e r  tha t  A m e r i c a ' s  so n s  are 
still miss ing .

The idea ls  for w h i c h  y o u r  
lov ed  o n e s  fo u g h t  ma y finally b e

J com ing  to p a s s — t h e  fai lure of  
j totali tarian a n d  r e p re ss iv e  co m -  - 
* munis t  r e g i m e s .  The e v i d e n c e  is 
| d e a r  t h r o u g h  r e c e n t  e v e n ts  in 
' China , the  Sovie t  U n i o n  a n d  

even in C a m b o d i a ,  w h e r e  Viet­
nam a p p e a r s  to  b e  w i t h d r a w in g  
its t roops .

Som e of o u r  f ines t  y o u n g  m e n  
and w o m e n  w e r e  ios» d u r i n g  the  
many long  y e a r s  «»t th e  Vie tn am  
War. An d t h e  d iv i s io ns  that  
resui ted t r o m  o u r  i n v o l v e m e n t  
there  s h o o k  o u r  c o u n t r y  to  its 
core.  But as t rag ic  as (he  loss of  
a loved o n e  is,  e v e n  m o r e  diffi­
cult 10 e n d u r e  is th e  u n ce r ta in ty  
whicn ,  for y o u ,  ha s  e x t e n d e d  
over so m a n y  years .

Now w e  a r e  c o m i n g  to a t ime  
w hen  th e  d i v i s io ns  of th e  Vie t­
nam W ar  a re  h e a l i n g ;  w e  ha ve  
let go  of  th e  b i t t e r n e s s  of  t h e  
past .  But wi th  this reconc i l ia t ion  
com es  a t e m p t a t i o n  to forge t  
those  w h o  s e r v e d .  Yet w e  will 
not  forge t.  A n d  w e  will n e v e r  
break  ranks.

My f r iend a n d  p r e d e c e s s o r ,  
Ronald Re ag an ,  h ad  a p e r s o n a l  
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  d e t e r m i n e  th e  
fates of  you r  m i s s in g  lo ved  o n e s .  
Because or his  c o m m i t m e n t  and  
your  p e r s e v e r a r . e e .  t h e  po l ic ies  
of  this o r g a n i z a t i o n  a r e  n o w  the  
policies of t h e  U n i t e d  Sta tes 
go v e r n m e n t .

W h e n  i s o u g h t  t n e  p r e s i d e n c y ,
I r e n e w e d  P r e s i d e n t  R e a g a n ' s  
p le dge  that  w e  w o u l d  w r i te  n o  
last cha p te rs ,  w c  w o u l d  c lo s e  n o  
books ,  w e  w o u l d  p u t  away n o  
final mem*-. ' :e s  unti l  y o u r  q u e s ­
tions a b o u t  m i s s i n g  a n d  p o s s i b l e  
pr i soner s  of w a r  have  b e e n  
a n s w e r e d .

And ir 1$ as v o u r  p r e s i d e n t  that

I r e p e a t  this p le dge .  Let m e  s i m ­
ply s ta te  the  policy of  this  n e w  
adrn in is fration. The fullest  p os s i ­
b le  accou nt in g  remains  a m a t t e r  
of  h i g h e s t  national  priori ty.  W e  
will do every th ing  tnat a g o v e r n ­
m e n t  can do to re cove r  tn e  
miss ing,  and  if w e  d i scov e r  
p r o o f  of  captivity, w e  will t ake 
ac t ion  to bring o u r  m e n  h o m e .

A nd so long as you  m u s t  live 
w i th o u t  knowing  the  fate of  y o u r  
loved  o n e s ,  the Un i ted  Sta tes 
will insist ,  in the n a m e  o f  
hu m an i t y ,  that the  g o v e r n m e n t s  
of  In doch in a  give the ful lest  p o s ­
sible account ing .

Frustrat ion on this sensi t ive 
i s sue  is very u n d e r s t a n d a b l e .  I 
h e a r  t h o s e  who say m o r e  m u s t  
b e  d o n e .  If m ore  can b e  d o n e ,  
t h e n  it will be.  U n d e r s t a n d  
this— I d o  not  c ounse l  a t imid 
p a t i e n c e ,  I counse l  a b o l d  
p e r s i s t ence .

Results Shown 
A n d  o u r  p e r s i s te nce  is s h o w ­

ing s o m e  results;  s ince  t h e  
g o v e r n m e n t  e m b r a c e d  t h e  goa ls  
of  this o rganiza t ion ,  m a n y  m o r e  
of y o u  have  fou nd  a n s w e r s .  Each 
a n s w e r  has b e e n  a n o t h e r  sad 
t ru th  to learn.  But every P O W /  
MIA relat ive that I m e e t  tel ls m e  
that t ru th  is p r e fe ra b l e  to t h e  
g r e a t e r  ago ny— that  of  n o t  
k r o w i n g .

The  task of  l ea rn ing  m o r e  is 
d a u n t i n g ,  bu t  we  can  c o u n t  o n  
s o m e  powerfu l  allies.

First a re  the  na t iona l  v e t e r a n s  
o rgan iza t ion s ,  t h o s e  w h o  ha ve  
s t o o d  s ide by s ide  wi th  us  
t h r o u g h  the  long years,  (t was  
th e s e  ve te ra n  g r o u p s ,  s u p p o r t i n g  
you.  w h i c h  p r o t e s t e d  go v e rn -

I



"We have let go of the bitterness of the 
past. 8ut with this reconciliation comes a 
temptation to forget those who sen'ed. Yet 
we will not forget. And we will never break 
ranks."

n c n t  .nd f f e -e nc e  10 t h e  P O W /  
Mi A i ssue  in ear l ier  years .  The i r  
c c r i r  b u t i o n  nas b e e n  
ind isp ensa bl e .

O t h e r  p a r tn e r s  in c - i r  q u e s t  
: r e  m e  m e n  a nd  w o m e n  m g o v ­
e r n m e n t  w h o  ar c  d e d i c a t i n g  
" ' e i r  c a r e e rs  to l e a rn in g  th e  
truth a b o u t  o u r  P O W s  a n d  MIAs.  
These p u o l i c  se rvan ts  a r e  no t  
un insp i red  b u r e a u c r a t s  just  
going t h r o u g h  the  m o t i o n s .  They 
■: ave a d e e o  and  a b i d i n g  c o m ­
mi t me nt  to th e i r  task,  i f i is  is a 
c o m m i t m e n t  s h a r e d  by  p e o p l e  in 
the military se rv ices ,  in the  
O e le n s e  In te l l igence  A genc y ,  in 
embass ie s  t h r o u g h o u t  the  w o r l d  
and a m o n g  t h o s e  A m e r i c a n  
pilots w h o  br ing  o u r  fallen sol- 
ciers o u t  of Hanoi ,  to  at long 
last c o m e  h o m e .

You also h a v e  m a n y  f r iends  in 
botn par t ies  in C o n g r e s s .  I 
especial ly w a n t  to c o m m e n d  Bob 
Cole.  John M c C a in ,  Stove 
Solarz. 3 o b  L a g o m a r s in o  a n d  
Sen Oilman for s h o w i n g  th e  g o v ­
e rn m e n ts  o f  I n d o c h i n a  t h e  
st rength of b ip ar t i s an  c o n g r e s ­
sional c o m m i t m e n t  to  f ine 
answers .  To k e e p  thi s  i s sue  at 
tne fo re f ront ,  they h a v e  aga in 
passed r e so lu t i o n s  e s t a o l i f h i n g  
National POW/MIA R e c o g n i t i o n  
Day, this vear  o n  S e p t .  15th.

I mus t  m e n t i o n  h o w  inv a lu ab le  
:he guma.nee of  A nn  Mills 
Crn'fitns nas  b e e n  t h r o u g h  t h e  
years, r i c r  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  d e t e r ­
mina t ion are a n  in sp i r a t io n ,  a n d  
her  par t ic ipa t io n  in t h e  i n t e r ­
agency g r o u p  p r o v i d e s  critical 
insights!” W e  will c o n t i n u e  to 
look to n e r  tor  advice  a n d  
leadersnip.

And f ine ly ,  i p l e d g e  to d o  all I 
can. I wiil s o o n  i ssue  a p r o c l a ­
mation cal l ing u p o n  all 
Amer icans  to h o n o r  th e i r  m i s s ­
ing c o u n t r y m e n  a n d  t h o s e  w h o  
served as P O W s  by pa r t i c ip a t i n g  
n c e ’e m o n . e s  ac ross  u u i  n a t io n .

But tnis is ;ust  a b e g i n n i n g .

In So u th eas t  Asia, t h e r e  a re  
A m er ica ns  w h o  a te  u n a c c o u n t e d  
'or. As I said .n mv inaug ura l  
ad d re ss .  ‘ Assi s tance can*be  
s h o w n  h e r e  and wi'J b e  long  
r e m e m b e r e d .  Goo dwi l l  b e g e t s  
go odw i l l . "

! Questions Remain 
j W e  app re c ia te  \  e t r . a m 's  
I inc re a se d  r e s p o n s i v e n e s s  to that  
! app ea l .  An u n p r e c e d e n t e d  level  
j of joint o p e r a t i o n s  nas a l r e a d y  

b r o u g h t  signif icant  p r o g r e s s .  3 u t  
d e s p . t e  ou?  inc re ase d  activi t ies ,  
m a n v  q u e s t i o n s  rem a in .  O n c e  
again,  I call on  Hanoi  to  swiftly 
di spe l  tne  s h a d o w  of d o u b t ,  to 
s h e d  light o n  the  fa :e  of  y o u r  
loved o n e s .  I cai! on  H a n o i  to 
r e m o v e  tnis last ves t ige  o t  a r m e d  
confl ict  b e t w e e n  us.

W e  look forward  to n o r m a l i z ­
ing o u r  relat ions with V ie tn am ,  
o n c e  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  s e t t l e ­
m e n t  has b e e n  a c h ie v e d  in 
C a m b o d i a .  That s e t t l e m e n t  m u s t  
in c lude  g e n u i n e  p o w e i - s h a r m g  
with the  n o n- com nu in i> t  C a m b o ­
dians  led by  Prince S ih a n o u k  
a n d  in inte rna t iona l ly  ver i f ied  
t r o o p  wi thdrawal .  3ut  H a n o i  
m u s t  clearly u n d e r s t a n d  m a t .  as 
a practical  mat te r ,  the p a c e  a n d  
s c o p e  of  this  p ro ces s  will b e  
direct ly a f fec ted  by the s e r i o u s ­
ness  of  th e i r  c o o p e r a t i o n  on  
POW/MIA a n d  o t h e r  h u m a n ­
i tarian i s sues .

In Laos, so m an y  q u e s t i o n s  
remain ,  a n d  so few a n s w e r s  ha ve  
b e e n  rece ived .  In light o f  the  
difficulties involved ,  the i r  a g r e e ­
m e n t  ear lie r this vear  to a year-  
r o u n d  p r o g r a m  of c o o p e r a t i o n  is 
e n c o u r a g i n g .  Yuu can b e  cer ta in  
that w e  a re  seek i ng  to e x p a n d  
this a g r e e m e n t  m cverv p o s s i b l e  
way.

W e  also Welc om e  the  Lao g o v ­
e r n m e n t ’s a g r e e m e n t  :o w o rk  
0>!ai«,-raily w ith  u i  o n  w n -P a t in g  

i the in te rna t ion a l  - c o u i g e  «»i nai-

col ics,  i m p l e m e n t i n g  this 
a g r e e m e n t  wiil be  critically 
i m p o r t a n t  to o u r  im p ro v e d  bilat­
eral  re la t ionsh ip ,  which  has 

: e x p a n d e d  steadi iy s ince  19-12.
I W e  look to the  fu tu re  in o u r  
j relat ions with Laos, recogniz ing 

the  i m p o r t a n c e  of s teps  they 3re 
taking to ward  o p e n i n g  their  
soc ie ty and  d e v e l o p i n g  their  
e c o n o m y  tor t h e  g o o d  of  th e  Lao 
p e o p l e .

To the  families of  th os e  miss- 
i m g  m  C a m b o d i a .  I m u s t  teil vou 
j that  o u r  effor ts  to gain Ph no m 
i P e n n ' s  hum a n i t a r ia n  c o op e ra t i on  

o n  resolving the  fates o t  your  
, miss ing  ioved  o n e s  nave  thus  far 

b e e n  u ns ucces s fu l .  Despi te  their 
p ub l ic  claims to  b e  ho ld ing  
r e m a in s  of s o m e  Amer icans ,  offi­
cials t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  deaf  to ou r  
app ea ls .  I ha ve  asked  Secretary 

i iof  S la ' e  James)  Baker to raise 
this i s sue  d u r i n g  th e  interna-  

! t i o ra l  c o n f e r e n c e  in C a m b o d ia  
b e g i n n i n g  this w e e k e n d .  I call 

I o n  P h n o m  P e n h  to act responsi -  
! bly, h u m a n e l y ,  and  re turn  t he se  
• r e m a in s ,  f a i lu re  to d o  so will 

sure ly  h i n c e r  the ir  efforts to gain 
in te rna t io na l  r e s p e c t  and  
s u p p o r t .

The  pol icies p u r s u e d  du r in g  
t h e  pa s t  e ight  years  hav e  sh ow n 
s o m e  suc ce ss .  I n com pl e te ?  Yes, 
b u t  p ro g re s s  is b e i n g  m a d e  
b e c a u s e  o u r  g o v e r n m e n t  is giv­
ing it h igh  priori ty.

As w e  p r o c e e d ,  w e  will c o n ­
t i n u e  to sea rch  for  ways to 
i m p r o v e  the  p r o c e s s .  W e  will 
c o n t i n u e  to a s s e m b l e  th e  bes t  
r e s o u r c e s ,  t e c h n o l o g y  an d ,  m o s t  
o f  all, qual i f ied  p e o p l e  to in te r ­
v ie w  re fu g ees ,  eva lua te  
in t e l l ig en ce  in fo rm a t io n  and 
n e g o t i a t e  w. th  foreign 
g o v e r n m e n t s .

Special Emissary 
It is wi th  that  last mission in 

m i n d  that I r e a p p o i n t e d  a m a n  
of  n e  h ighes t  integr ity  and  
qua l if ica t ions,  C e n .  Jack Vessey,  
as my special  P O W .M IA  emissary 
to H an o i .  I k n o w  that Jack was  
w i th  you  this m o r n i n g ,  a nd  s e n ­
ior  officials f rom  the 
D e p a r t m e n t s  of  State a n d  
D e f e n s e  a n d  t h e  Nat iona l  
Secur i ty  C o un c i l  will follow m e  
h e r e .  I have  c h a r g e d  t h e m  all to 
d o  their  u tm o s t .  Tliev know a n d



j h j r e  my  d e e p  c o m m i t m e n t  to 
your  m i s s ing  loved  o n e s  a n d  to 
you.

The  pr inc ipa l  responsibi l i ty  for 
•fie P O W .M IA  issue res ts  with 
h e  D e p a r t m e n t  or D e fe n se .  A n d  

‘or  that  r e a s o n ,  w e  a r e  fo r tu na te  
to have  a very  ta len t ed  publ ic  
se rvant  as o u r  secre ta ry  of

" M e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  a s s e m b le  t h e  b e s t  
r e s o u r c e s ,  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d ,  m o s t  o f  a l l ,

• q u a l i f i e d  p e o p l e  t o  i n t e r v i e w  r e f u g e e s ,  
e v a lu a t e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  

' n e g o t i a t e  w i t h  f o r e i g n  g o v e r n m e n t s . "

C o n g r e s s  a n d  his k n o w l e d g e  of  
in t e l l igence  m a t t e r s  give h m  a 
M.-e u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of. a n d  a 
d e e p  a p p r e c i a t i o n  for.  . o u r  
c o n c e r n s .

!n c los ing ,  i want  vou  to know  
that in m v  f r e q u e n t  travels to 
Cities a n d  t o w n s  across  Amer ica .
! see  m a n y  hear t fe l t  d e m o n s t r a -
l ion;  of  S u p p o r t  tor  o u r  C.'.uSC.
A m er ic ans  k n o w  that  across  o u r  
land eve ry  Thanksgiv ing ,  t h e r e  
a re  famil ies th a t  still se t  an 
e m p t y  c h a i r  at th e  table.  W e  
k n o w  th a t  f a d e d  p h o t o g r a p h s  
and  sc h o o l  m e m e n t o s  a r e  stiil 
b e in g  lovingly k e p t  in s c r a p ­
b o o k s .  A n d  q u e s t i o n s  remain ,  
and  wiil r e m a i n ,  jn t i l  a n s w e r e d .

N ow  t h e  m o t h e r s ,  mine rs ,  
wives,  c h i l d r e n  a n d  f r iends of

a n o th e r  «*eat p o w e r  s h a re  the  
s a m e  k r : i  ut gr ie! .  s h a r e  with 

j vou  .' .rserirvg d o u b t s  a o o u t  m is s ­
ing e v e d  o n e s .  That this  p o w er ,  
m e  s o v c :  I  n o r .  b a c k e d  the  
Nor th  V . K n a m e s e  a n d  the  

I Uni ted  States b a c k e d  th e  Afghan 
• f r e e d o m  f ighters  is' a n  irony.  8 u t -

•.AO'O it ro  ."50rry .i-t iho  Amori.
j can  hear :  for a m e a n -s p i r i t e d  
■ a n d  p- : :v m c i r f e r c n c e .  Far f rom 

!*

1 am p le a se d  to n o t e  that 
Soviet Genera l  S e c r e ta r y  Mikhail  
G o r b a c h e v  r ecen t l y  m a d e  a 
hu ma ni t a r ian  a p p e a l  for  ou r  h e ip  
in obta in ing  t h e  ful lest  poss ib le  
a c cou nt in g  lor  Soviet  c it izens 
still p r i s o r e r  a n d  m i s s m g  in 
Afghanis tan.  Let .me a n s w e r  h i m

to day — we will do eve ry th i ng  w e  
can .  A n d  in return,  w e  c o n ­
f ident ly expec t  the Soviet s  will 
d o  all thev can do e n c o u r a g e  
m o r e  se r ious  and timely c o o p e r ­
at ion from :heir  allies in 
I nd oc h in a .

W o r k i n g  toge ther ,  w e  c an  
rpxnlvi* the anguish  of  m a n v  

i families in two lands.  A n d  we 
can d o  s om e th in g  m o r e — w e  c an  
bui ld a ne w spirit o f  p e a c e .

In Ecclesiastes,  it is wr i t t en  
that  t h e r e  is a t ime for  war ,  a 
t ime  for  p e a c e  and a t im e  to 
heal .  W e  wiil never  fo rge t  t h o s e  
w h o  se rv ed  o u r  cou nt ry .  A nd  
w h e n  w e  receive final a n sw e r s  
a b o u t  the i r  fate,  t hen  this will 
truly b e  a t ime  for h ea l in g .  ■

flW/il  prtpitcd far dvlrcrr ir  
5cin.-M.-v 01 Odtme 0.< v Citr.tr :a in* .vjiiorui cf ftmihei.
<V3tniri£i,tn. 0 C., /uif 29, l?J?.

Secretary Cheny; An Issue 
of Highest Priority 

Thank y o u  all very m u c h ;  it 's a 
p le a su re  to j o i n  you .  I 'm 
especia lly p l e a s e d  t o  b e  h e r e  for  
your  20th a n n u a l  me e t in g .
A l th ough  t h e r e  is m u c h  that  still 
has to o e  d o n e ,  1 wan t  to be gi n  
ton ight  by re c o g n iz in g  th e  
le ague ' s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to t h e  j 
p r o g r e s s  w e ' v e  m a d e  so far in ■ 
this cr it ically im p o r t a n t  e ffort .  |

Wi th  y o u r  m e e t i n g s  a n d  brief* ( 
i r gs  c o m p l e t e d ,  1 h o p e  you  ; 
f o u n d  y o u r  tr ip to  W a s h i n g t o n  
fruitful.  W e  p ro f i t  from t h e s e  
m e e t i n g s  as wel l .  In fact, w e  ail 
profi t  w h e n  in fo rm a t  on  is 
sn a red  a n d  r e s o u r c e s  p o o l e d .

Let m e  start  by  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  
the e n o r m o u s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  of 
y ou r  e x e c u t i v e  d i r ec io r ,  A n n  
Mills Griff i ths,  a n d  your  cha i r ­
ma n.  C e o r g e  8 r o o k s .  Ann ; 
sh ar ed  h e r  m o u g h t s  with m e  
very ear ly in m y  te n u r e  j s  s e c r e ­
tary, a n d  1 w a n t  you to k n o w ,  ,

A n n ,  that  1 a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  inva lu­
ab le  he ip  you v e  a l re ady  given 
m e  and  the g u i d a n c e  y o u 'v e  
given th e  d e p a r t m e n t  for  m any  
years.  G e o r g e  B ro o k s  is what  
this o rg ani za t io n  is all a b o u t — 
de di ca t io n .  Even af ter  h e  and  his 
wi fe,  Gladys,  rece iv ed ,  final w o r d  
o n  therr son in 1982, the i r  in te r ­
e s t  m Amer ica ' s  mi ss i ng  and  
u n a c c o u n t e d  t e r  has n e v e r  
f lagged,  in G e o r g e  a n d  Gladys '  
d ict ionary,  the  w o r d  “ se lf - in te r ­
e s t "  d o e s n ' t  e v e n  a p p e a r .

1 wan t  tc give yo u  my  ow n  
p e r sp ec t iv e  to n ig h t  o n  o u r  c o n ­
t inu ing  efforts t o  gain t h e  fullest 
po ss ib le  a c c o u n t i n g  of  you r  f a m ­
ily m e m b e r s  m is s in g  m 
'n u o c h i n a .  O v e r  *he last  two 
davs  of  your  m e e t i n g s ,  yo u 'v e  
h a d  a hos t  ot  d e t a i l e d  br ief ings  
a n d  d iscus s ions ,  so  t h e r e  is n o  
n e e d  for m e  to c o v e r  g r o u n d  
wi th  w h ic h  you a r c  a l ready  q u i t e  
familiar.  What  1 c a n  d o  is 
a d d re s s  a tew o t h e r  i s sues  that  
m u s t  certainly b e  o n  y o u r  m in d .  
W i th  any n e w  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  
q u e s t  o n s  arise a b o u t  o u r  fu tu re  
c t to r t s  to r c ' u l v e  every  po ss ib le

case  o f  s e rv ic em en  m is s i n g  o r  
u n a c c o u n t e d  for. Let m e  d is c u s s  
that  fu tu re ,  a n ^  let m e  a l s o  d i s ­
cuss  m y  ow n  pe rsona l  
c o m m i t m e n t  to this i ssue .

Graphic Reminders 
1 c a n ’t m o v e  from m y  h o m e  to  

my  of f ice  or  f rom my  of f ice to a 
m e e t i n g  wi th ou t  se e in g  a n d  fe e l ­
ing t h e  graphic  r e m i n d e r s  of  t h e  
s t r e n g t h  and  sacrifice tha t  c o m e  
with mil i tary service.  F rom  the  
POW /M IA  co r r id o r  o n  t h e  f o u r t h  
floor o f  the  Pe n ta g o n ,  wi th its 
list o f  A m er ica ns  w h o  ar e  still 
u n a c c o u n t e d  for, to Ar l ing ton  
Na t io na l  C e m e te ry  a n d  t h e  
Tomb of  the  U n k n o w n  Sold ie r  
that  lies jut  to the  w e s t  o f  th e  
P e n t a g o n  and  sw e e p s  b e l o w  m e  
every  l i m e  1 take  the  M a r i n e  
he l i c o p te r ,  1 c a n n o t  e s c a p e  th e  
fee l ings of  loss and  u n c e r t a in ty  
that s u r r o u n d  war .  Th e  m o n u ­
m e n t s  a n d  symbols  tha t  a re  so 
m u c h  a part  of  this capi tal  city 
r e m i n d  us of  o u r  ob l ig a t ion  to 
th e  m e m o r y  of  th ose  ki l led in 
bat t le  a n d  t h o s e  w h o s e  fate we  
have  ye t  to d i scover .  But w e  a r e



iV3S!lf ,W S ! n >Tf l p *'*'.' * .  e~;yt^£&vr?wtypi^rq/pF^'! • ■• • -  -  > 7 ^ " '

‘ T d t / l t C r O ,  V V / V c O y  0 C / / O ,  I I I U ( / t C I 3  a n d

d a u g h t e r s  s t a n d  b e h i n d  o u r  m i l i t a r y —  
f a m i l i e s  c o n t r i b u t e  q u i e t l y ,  b u t  
f u n d a m e n t a l l y ', t o  n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y .  T h e y  
s e r v  e  n o  le s s  t h a n  t h e  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  i n  
u n i f o r m . "

also r e m ' n c e d  :har t h e r e  :> m o r e  
:o the  sacrifice of  w a r  than  th e  
cuu rage  and  s t re n g th  o t  our  
soldiers.

f a th e rs .  wives.  s o n s ,  m o t h e r s  
and d a u g h t e r s  s tand  b e h m a  o u r  
military— families c o n t r i b u t e  
quietly,  out  fu n d a m e n ta l ly ,  to 
national  securi ty.  Tliev se rve  n o  
less tha n  the m e n  a n d  w o m e n  in 
uniform.  W e  u n d e r s t a n d  ma t ,  
and that  is w h y  I've p u t  p e o p l e  
first m o u r  b u d g e t .  Mil itary fam-  
lies a n d  suai itv-of -l i fe  p r o g r a m s  

wiil not  c e  i g n o re d ,  n o  m a t t e r  
now tightly o u r  b u d g e t  is 
s q u e e z e d .

No families,  h o w e v e r ,  ha ve  a 
grea ter  claim to o u r  a t t e n t i o n  
than y o u  do.  Whi le  all families 
make  sacrifices,  y o u r s  is di f­
ferent.  Your  se rvice  to Ame r ic a ,  
and the  unce r t a in t ie s  v o u  have  
been  fo rced  to live w i t h ,  are 
both i m m e a s u r a b l e  a n d  u n r e ­
lenting. i wan t  to a s s u r e  yuu itscit 
I will n e v e r  lose  sight  o f  that  
fact.

As a m e m b e r  of  t h e  H o u s e  . 
Intel l igence C o m m i t t e e ,  I was  
able to part ic ipa te in h e a r in g s  
and briefings o n  o u r  e i for t s  to 
achieve th e  fullest o o s * ’' 
account i ng  o '  nd
Ml As. In many  was  a
privi leged posit ioi .  C o m m i t t e e  
m e m b e r s  coul d  fol low in detai l  
our  in te i l ' gc nc e -c o l le c t io n  e t fort s
and co in c  10 urxdorctxnd  hoi ' '  >v«
cope  with the  r o a d b l o c k s  a n d  
complexi t ies  that  a re  s o  m u c h  a 
part of tm s  im p o r ta n t  e f fort .

Two th ings  aiwavs i m p r e s s e d  
me :  first, that w e  ha ve  a n  e n o r ­
mous  task be fo re  us,  m a d e  m o r e  
difficult by the poli t ical  real i t i es  
of So u th eas t  Asia, a n d  s e c o n d ,  
that no m a t t e r  h o w  diff icul t ,  o u r  
dedica t ion  to this s e a r c h  m us t
not  w a n e ___

As secretary o i  d e f e n s e ,  I have  
game d a < ee ne r  a p p r e c a t i o n  ot

■ o u r  que>t tor ac cu ra te  i . n o rm a -  
J ' ion.  !:i mv earl iest  dav* -,n 
j c*fice. i m e t  w.th G e n  j -mni  
, Ycsscv. m e  p res id ent  s special  
I eini><a.*v for  POW-MfA affairs. .
: a nd  a ssu re d  hirn or  mv p e r s o n a l  
• su p p o r t  for his efforts ' h e  gen- 
! e ' a l  b riefed m e  o n  his c u r r e n t  
I ei lo rt s .  and  w e  ta lked a b o u t  o u r  
j h o p e s  for th e  fu ture  W e  ar e  
j b le ssed  to have a m an  or *his 
j cal iber l ead ing o u r  '’ e v o l u t i o n s  

with the  Viem.a .rese ,  I ri’.m k  
they see  in lack Vesscv t n e  Mine  
thing vve s e e — a m a n  of un im -  
pcachao fe  mtegritv a n d  h o n e s ty .  
He has d o n e  an ex t r ao rcm ar v  
job,  a n d  t h a t ’s wnv P re s id e n t  
iCe org e i  3u>h has  a s k e d  h i m  to 
remain  in his post .

Developments Since 1987 
There's  n o  q u e s t i o n  tha t  jack 

Vessey has  m a d e  a d i f fe re nce .
Let m e  just n o t e  a few of th e
activ itio c th a t h a x *  ta ’.  un
s ince Hu first miss ion to Hanoi  
in August  1987:

* O u r  numerouS' . t eChnica l-  
level m ee t in gs  with th e  Vie t ­
n a m e s e  have  s u c c e e d e d  in 
h a m m e r i n g  o u t  im p o r t a n t  detai ls  
permi t t ing  us to e x p a n d  b o t h  the  
sc o p e  a n d  e f fec t iveness  o» o u r  
joint  invest igat ions a n d  o t h e r  
P0VVW1IA re lated act ivi t ies with 
th e  V ie tna me se .

•  The V i e tn a m e s e  h a v e  re p a t r i ­
ated ’ 10 rwmaiiK, 74 nf  rhf-m
since the first of  this vear .  Of  
the  overall  total ,  6 -  have  t h u s  far 
b e e n  ident i f ied as :hc>e  of  mi ss ­
ing Amer icans ,  b r ing ing  lo ng -  
awai ted  a n s w e r s  to iheir  f a m ­
ilies. Many o i  the  r em a in s  a re  
still u n d e r g o i n g  analysis b v  m e  
Central  I dent i t i c anon  Laboratory.  
Whi le  m a n y  may p r o v e  to b e  
un ident i f iab le  o r  no t  t h o s e  ot  
Amer icans ,  we  w e l c o m e  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  tc ex am in e  lor  o u r ­
selves any r em a in s  t h o u g h t  to be

, ilirxsw r , i  rmr  micxmj; n w i r ^ m p n
i W e  look  forward  to the  next 

• [ i c p a t n a t i o n  that  will take place 
M o n d a y .

A  y c u  c o w i i h i K
i te ra t ion  of  joint  invest igations 
will beg in  in just  two days.
T h e s e  invest igat ions  have  given 
us iinpO'tdKl insigh ts  into j o m e  

j of m e  m o s t  c om pe l l in g  di sc rep- 
| a n c v  cases W e  have  m u c h  m o r e  
; to d o ,  and  we  will c o n t in ue  to 
i p r e s s  the  V ie tn am ese  to make  
j w i t n e s s e s  avai lable and  to sha re  

w h a t e v e r  in fo rmat ion  they  have  
•’ c o n c e r n i n g  t h o s e  missing and 

u n a c c o u n t e d  for.
J •  ir- Laos, w e  r e a c h e d  impor- 
; tan it a g r e e m e n t s  early this year 
j for  a y e a r - r o u n d  p r o g r a m  to 
j a c c e l e r a t e  resolv ing  the fate of 

m o r e  than 500 missing o r  unac- 
J c o u n t e d  for  in tha t  count ry.  W e  
j a r e  n o w  w o r k i n g  to bu ild on  tha t  

d e v e :o p m e n t .  S inc e  the  begin-  
j n i n e  of  this year ,  w e ’ve 
! u n d e r t a k e n  two crash-si te  
j excava t io ns ,  inc lu d in g  th e  first 

r a m y - s e a s o n  effor t .  C oo p e ra t i o n  
; f r o m  th e  Lao has  b e e n  go o d ,
; a n d  w e  look fo rw ard  to this 
: inc re as i ng .

O f  c o u r s e ,  it’s d o u b t fu l  we 
w o u l d  have  t h e s e  o pp or tu n i t ie s  
to d a y  w e re  it n o t  for President  
tRonaid)  Re agan ' s  and  Vice Presi­
d e n t  3 u s h ' s  d e c i s io n  back in 
1*501 lo e icxoic t h e  POW/MIA 
is s u e  to a m a t t e r  o f  th e  highest  
na t io na l  priori ty.

Tonight ,  I join Pres ide nt  Bush 
in a s su r in g  you  tha t  o u r  efforts 
to a c c o u n t  for all miss ing  Amer i ­
c a n s  in In d o c h in a  remains  just 
th a t— an i ssue  of  th e  h ighes t  
na t i o n a l  priori ty,  

ju s t  this w e e k ,  I sp o k e  to the  
p r e s i d e n t  a b o u t  this i ssue and 
r e v i e w e d  for h im s o m e  of  the 
s t e p s  w e ' v e  b e e n  taking a nd  
s o m e  of the  o r o g r e s s  w e 'v e  
m a d e .  The p r e s i d e n t  could  not 
b e  m o r e  d e t e r m i n e d  to s e e  to it 
tha t  w e  ach ieve  t h e  fullest pos s i ­
b le  a c c o u n t i n g .  H e  told m e  to 
m a k e  cer tain that  th e  d e p a r t ­
m e n t  c o m m it s  t h e  r e so u rc e s  
r e q u i r e d  to ge t  t h e  job d o n e .

Resources Increased 
i h e  a cce le r a te d  rate of  p r o ­

g r e s s — the  site surveys,  crash-  
site excava t ions,  field invest iga­
t io ns .  ide n t i f ica t ion  activities and
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recnnica l  d i s c u s s i o n s  wi th  the 
V i e t n a m e s e  a n d  Lao— at! t h e s e  
h a v e  i n c r e a s e d  o u r  o w n  w o r k ­
load .  W e  h a v e  r e s p o n d e d  
accord in gly  by inc re a s in g  
r e s o u r c e s  a n d  ful l- t ime staff at 
th e  O e f e r s e  In te l l i ge nce  Agency ,  
t n e  U.S. A rm y C en t r a l  Idonni ica-  
t .on  Laboratory,  t h e  Jomt  
Casua lty  Re so lu t i o n  C e n t e r .

I am re a d y  to e x p a n d  t h e s e  
spec ia l ized  uni t s  w h e n e v e r  the  
n e e d  d ictates ,  i n d e e d ,  n o t h i n g  
.vouib  p i e a s e  m e  m o r e  th an  to 
" a v e  g re a t e r  p r o g r e s s  c r e a t e  a 
.need tor m o r e  m a n p o w e r ,  
e q u i p m e n t  a n d  funds .  Like you .
I am acute ly  vare tha t  t h e r e  a re  
still 2,2-t/ A m e r i c a n s  u n a c ­
c o u n t e d  for  in In d o ch in a .

M o r e o v e r ,  w e  c o n t i n u e  to take 
very se r iously all r e p o r t s  of  live 
p r i s one r s  in this r eg io n .  As 
always,  th e  a n s w e r s  to this m o s t  
vex ing  i s su e  lie wi th  th e  I n d o ­
c h i n e s e  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  n o t  h e r e  
;n W a s n i n g t o n .  The  b u r d e n  is o n  
t n e m  to su p p ly  sat isfac tory 
a n s w e r s  to this sensi t ive  
q u e s t i o n .

W h e n  s u c h  r e p o r t s  c o m e  to 
us,  w e  inves t ig a te  t h e m  as t h o r ­
ough ly .  c o m p l e t e l y  a n d  
e xpedi t io us ly  as p os s ib le .  The 
r e c e n t  case  o f  t h e  e lder ly  J a p ­
a n e s e  m o n k ,  C a n s h i n  Yoshida ,  is 
a g o o d  e x a m p l e .  I k n o w  that  y o u  
have  rec e iv ed  d e ta i l e d  br ie f ings  
on  this ca se  f rom th e  D e f e n s e  
In te l l igence  A ge n c y .  Let m e  
s t ress  tnat p r i o r  to  Yosbida ' s  
re le a se  in Janua ry ,  o u r  g ove rn-  
m e n t  c o n t a c t e d  his family to 
a r ra n g e  in te rv iews  with h im.  
Regre t tably,  his very p o o r  hea l th  
p r e c l u d e d  o u r  talking  wi th h im 
at t h a t  t ime.

S in ce  t h e n ,  w e  h a v e  inter-  
v i e w e d  him twice,  a n d  as you  
are aw ar e ,  w e  h a v e  d i s c o v e r e d  
that h is  m e n t a l  a n d  physica l  ail­
m e n t s  m a k e  his reco l le c t io ns  
c loudy .

I s h a r e  y c u r  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  
that t h u s  far this s o u r c e  has  r.ot 
p r o v e n  as u s e fu l  as w e  h a d  
n o p e d .  W e  will c o n t i n u e  to  p u r ­
sue  th i s  c a s e  a n d  th e  
in fo rm a t io n  a t t r i b u t e d  to the  
m o n k  by his d a u g h t e r .  .More­
over ,  it is i n c u m b e n t  on  t h e  
V ie tn a m e s e  to  g ive  us  de ta i l s  of 
Yoshida  s capt ivi ty.  The Vie t ­
n a m e s e  m u s t  r e c o g n i z e  that

" N o t h i n g  w o u l d  p le a s e  m e  m o r e  t h a n  t o  
h a v e  g r e a t e r  p r o g r e s s  c r e a t e  a  n e e d  f o r  
m o r e  m a n p o w e r ,  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  f u n d s .  
L ik e  y o u ,  J a m  a c u t e l y  a w a r e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  
s t i l l  2 , 3 4 7  A m e r i c a n s  u n a c c o u n t e d  f o r  i n  
I n d o c h i n a / '

th e s e  q u e s t io n s  a r e  n o t  g o in g  to 
g o  away.

! r a v e  macic c e r t a i n  tha t  DIA's 
special  c t f \ e  to r  P O W . m i a  
affairs and  the  DIA co l l ec t i o n  
t e a m  m S o u t h e a s t  Asia wiil s tav 
o n  this, as weil a s  o t h e r  c a se s ,  
a n d  keep  me  fully i n f o r m e d .

Special Adivscr Appo in ted  
In this regard.  ;t i> e ss en t ia l  

tha t  the sec re ta ry  oI d e f e n s e  
main ta in  the c l o s e s t  p o s s i b l e  

[ c o n n e c t i o n  to th is  i s sue ,  tha t  h e  
j b e  in formed a n d  u p  to d a te .  I 

h a v e  th ere iore  a p p o i n t e d  my 
assistant  s ec re ta ry  tor  i n t e r n a ­
t ional  security aifairs ,  H e n r y  

j Row en ,  to be m y  spec ia l  adv is e r  
o n  the POW.MIA is su es .  In a d d i ­
t ion to see ing t h a t  I re c e iv e  ail 
relevant  in te l l igence .  H e n r y  
Ro wen  is c h a i g c d  wi th b e i n g  m y  
d i re c t  link to t h e  l e a g u e .  H e  will 
b e  o p e n  to y o u r  sp ec i f ic  c o n ­
c e r n s  and  c o n t i n u e  t h e  long,  
d o s e  work ing  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  
A n n  10 m ake  s u r e  yo u  r e m a i n  
fully informed.  Jus t  as i m p o r t a n t .  
Assistant  Se cre ta ry  R o w e n  will 
e n s u r e  that t h e r e  a r e  n o  
bur eau c ra t ic  b o t t l e n e c k s  to o u r  
resolving these  i s s u e s .  If w e  e v e r  
h e a r  the" s o u n d  o f  d r a g g i n g  fee t ,  
we ' l l  adminis ter  t h e  kick w h e r e  
it 's n e e d e d .

Still, no  mat te r  hem  m u c h  w e  
d o  he re  in W a s h i n g t o n  to  
r eso lve  the  q u e s t i o n s  s u r r o u n d ­
ing o u r  missing a n d  
u n a c c o u n t e d  for,  w e  m u s t  lo ok  
to Hanoi .  P h n o m  P e n h  a n d  V i e n ­
t i ane  for final a n s w e r s .  The 
c o m p le x  politics o f  this r e g io n ,  
o u r  ow n historical  i n v o l v e m e n t  
a n d  ou r  cur ren t  d i p l o m a t i c  
e ffor ts  all play a r o l e  in o u r  
fu tu re  eiforts on  t h e  P O W /M I A  
issue .

M u c h  interest ,  o i  c o u r s e ,  
f ocu se s  on  C a m b o d i a .  H e r e  w e  
h a v e  heard  c la ims  tha t  t h e  C a m -

I b o d i a n  r e g i m e  current ly h o l d s  
A m e r ic a n  "remains.  We ha ve  
m a d e  c lea r  to Ph nom Penh tha t  
w e  a re  p r e p a r e d  im media te ly  to 

I d i sp a tc n  an  Air Force p la ne  a n d  
!. an ottioial repatr iat ion t eam to  
f pick u p  t h e s e  remains.  Re gre t ta -  

‘ blv, w e  h a v e  nad no  r e s p o n s e .
Re ga rd in g  the conflict in C a m ­

b o d ia .  t h e  u n i t e d  States ha s  
c on s i s t e n t ly  coiled f o r a  c o m ­
p le t e  a n d  internationally ver i f ied  
w i thd raw a l  of  all V ie tna me se  
t r o o p s ,  effect ive m easu re s  to 
p r e v e n t  t h e  re turn to p o w e r  of  
th e  K h m e r  Rouge  and  a free  a n d  
fair e le c t io n  to re-establish a 
truly s ov e re ig n  and  i n d e p e n d e n t  
cou n t r v .  Th e  Khmer  Rouge a r e  
r e s p o n s i b l e  for th e  death of  
s o m e  nul l ion-and-a-half  p e r ­
s o n s — that  a w e s o m e  figure 
r e p r e s e n t s  20 p er ce n t  of C a m ­
b o d i a ' s  1975 popula t ion .  They  
m u s t  n o t  b e  al lowed to r e t u r n  to 
d o m i n a n c e .

O u r  p os i t i on  o n  norma l iza t ion  
of  re la t ions  is w e l l - u n d e r s to o d  
by  that  g o v e r n m e n t .  N o rm a l iz a ­
t ion is p o s s i b l e  only in the  
c o n te x t  o f  a c o m p r e h e n s iv e  
C a m b o d i a n  se t t l em ent  which  
p ro v id e s  for  a ge n u in e  w i t h ­
drawal  of  all Vie tnamese  t r o o p s  
f rom C a m b o d i a  a n d  a real 
o p p o r t u n i t y  for the  C a m b o d i a n  
p e o p l e  to  d e t e r m i n e  their o w n  
fate,  f ree  f rom e i the r  V ie t n a m e s e  
d o m i n a t i o n ,  o r  Khmer  Rouge  
te r ror .  As a practical  matte r,  o f  
c o u r s e ,  t h e  p a c e  and  scope  of  
t h e  n o r m a l iz a t io n  process  will b e  
d irect ly  a f fec ted  by the  s e r i o u s ­
n e s s  of  V ie tn a m 's  c o o p e r a t i o n  
wi th us o n  th e  POW/MIA i s s u e  
as well  as o t h e r  hum ani ta r ia n  
c o n c e r n s .

Cambodian Megotialions 
V ie tn am  has p l e d g e d  to w i t h ­

dr a w  f ro m  C a m b o d i a  by the  e n d  
of  S e p t e m b e r ,  a n d  as we vpcak .
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" I  d o  n o t  c l a i m  t o  k n o w  w h a t  i t  i s  l i k e  t o  
s t a n d  i n  y o u r  s h o e s .  W h a t  I  c a n  s a y  is  t h a t  /  

a m  n o w  a  p a r t n e r  i n  t h i s  t a s k . I  w i l l  m i s s  n o  
r e a s o n a b le  c h a n c e  t o  a l l e v ia t e  t h e  t e r r i b l e  
b u r d e n  y o u  a n d  a l l  t h e  f a m i l i e s  h a v e  
e n d u r e d

meetings inv olv ing  the  four  
Cambodian  fa c t i o n s .  Vie tnam 
ana  Laos, the  c o u n t r i e s  of  th e  
Association of  S o u t h e a s t  Asia 
Nations ana  t h e  U.S.  govern*  
me nt  are tak ing  p l a c e  in Paris.  
We cannot  k n e w  for su re ,  
however,  w h e t h e r  th e s e ,  a n d  
o ther  posit ive d e v e l o p m e n t s ,  
will iead to a n e g o t i a t e d  set t le* 
me n t  in C a m b o d i a  o r  w h e t h e r  
they promise  g r e a t e r  p r o g r e s s  as 
we  try to g a m  t h e  ful lest  possi* 
ble accoun t in g  o f  o u r  m i s s in g  
me n .

With regard  t o  t h e  P O W /M IA  
issue, I can d o  n o  b e t t e r  t h a n  to

re pea t  t h e  pre s i dent ’s w o r d s  
f rom his inaugural  a d d r e s s :  
" C o o a  wiil oege ts  good  will .  
C o o d  faith can oe  a spiral  t h a t  
end les s ty  moves o n . '

Only you  can truiv u n d e r s t a n d  
w h a t  it is iike to wail lo r  a n s w e r s  
o v e r  so m a n y  years, living w i t h  
painful  uncer ta in ty  and a l w a y s  
b e i n g  a s k e d  to trust m t h e  
efforts o f  3 somet imes  s e c r e t i v e  
a n d  c u m b e r s o m e  b u r e a u c r a c y  in 
W a s h i n g t o n .  ! d o  not c l a im  to  
k n o w  w n a t  it is like to suand  in 
y o u r  sh o e s .  What  I can say  is 
tha t  I im  n o w  a partner  in th i s  
task.  I wiii miss no  r e a s o n a b l e

c h a n c e  to al leviate the  terrible 
b u r d e n  you  a n d  all th e  families 
have  e n d u r e d .

If n o t h i n g  e l se ,  I wa nl  you to 
leave h e r e  ton ight  knowing  that 
you r  miss ion  is my mission.

H ow  co u ld  it b e  o therwise? A 
na tion that  will no t  care  for 
th o s e  failen in bat t le ,  a nation 
that  will not  s e e k  f r e e d o m  for 
th ose  h e l d  capt ive,  a nat ion that 
forge ts  its miss ing  in act ion,  

l sucn  a na t io n  has lost its soul.
' That wiil not  b e  the  final legacy 
i o f  Vietnam.

Every s t ep  forward  tells us that 
ans wer s  a r e  n o t  b e y o n d  our  
reach.  Every c a se  re so lved  gives 
us luTpe that  o t h e r s  will soon 
follow. I join you  ton ight  in the 
h o p e  tha t  s o m e  dav meet ings  
su ch  as this m a y  no t  b e  
necessary .

Thank you  all very m uc h .  B

Subbsned 'er intcrnjl intoinuhon ut» by the
*inencjn fctttt inlormitnjn Sen.ce, i  had  
letmty ol the Otlne ol the MuiM-ir Secretin 
•jI Oi-fente iPubhc Alfiitti. iVuhrnftyift, O.C.
rh,s rrjrerijl it in the o-ithc dc;nj,n jnti m/ 
he reprinted mthdut pcfMoliiJrt
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CONSPIRACY ANO COVERUP

“M s  charge K as its real roots in history surrounding the unsatisfactory, incomplete and 
Subsequent 1 y m i s le a d i n g  results cf the Paris Reace Accords, the nature of the secret war 
^  Lioc ini ci"ibodi a , the negAtiva conclusions o f  the House Select Committee of the 
Ccnqress m :  the Wo od co ck  Co mmi ssion, and US g o v e r n m e n t  reluctance over the years to 

provide tre farilies with forthright answers to th e i r  questions. This mindset prevailed in 
/arying c e g r e e s  through three administrations (M ixon, Ford and Carter). .It created a 
‘•ostHe :nd adversarial relationshio between the L e a g u e  and the US gov ern me nt  and b u il t 
.’Justifiable s u s o l c i o n  1n the m i nd s of i nd iv id ua l families and the League, as an 
organisation.

The pel icy cf the Reagan Administration calls for the release of all oossible information 

to the * ami lies. This was in --eccqnition of the n e e d  to overcome the past and build  
confidence in the s i n c e r i t y  or* current efforts. M a n y  families rece iv ed  additional 
information as a result of this policy. C o m b i n e d  with the op ening of serious 

negotiations, r a l s i n q  of inte ll ig en ce  p r i o r i t i e s ,  endorsement of public awareness and 
integration cf tne POW/MIA issue into US foreign policy, most famil y members are convinced 
of the d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of this administration to overcome the "apathy and inaction of the 

oast" (the President's terms) by exhausting all avenues to resolve the issue.

This nistory is quit e familiar to the families ^ u t  is new to p r e v i o u s l y  unlnvolved 
Americans and a few ooliticians whose interest was aroused by successful public awareness 
activities. The overwhelming majority support the current direction of efforts; however, 

a few nave not taken the time to learn the i s s u e  in.a co mp re h e n s i v e  way, have b e e n  

111-acvised or misinformed and decided to pursue t h e i r  own course, often to the detriment 

of" wnat tha L e a g u e - fought years to achieve: serious efforts to resolve the fates of o u r
'flics 1no 'npn .

Fxoressions o f  f r u s t r a t io n and outspoken criticism were consistent!y voiced during the 

1970’s; ironically, the first serious charge of a c t u a l  c o n s p i r a c y  and cov eru p was m a d e  
against the R e a g a n  Administration by Representative Billy Hendon of North Carolina. Mr, 

Hendon was elected to Conqress *n 1980 and brought w i t h  him an evident interest in t he  
POW/MIA issue. The League executive director met w i t h  him at his request during his first 

weeks in office.
t

Initially, Mr. H e n d o n  was primarily involved in efforts with the Lao to move forward the 

level :f cooperation on accountability for nearly 6 0 0  Americans still unaccoun te d- fo r in 
that country. Toward that objective, he and former Representative John LeBoutillier were 

Instrumental in qaininq executive branch agreement to provide, in 1981, medical d i s a s t e r  

relief to a h o s p i t a l  in Vi en ti an e,  Loos. This ste p paved the w a y  for c o o p e r a t i v e  
acceptance of the Leaque's delegation in 1982, a v i s i t  which was termed a "si gn if ic an t 
breakthrcugo" b y  the State Department. Sustained negotiations following these events has 

generated some orogress in accounting for our men in Laos.
, •

’he Leaque c r a s h s i t e  visit was the first of its kind and led to the official survey and 
subsequent joint excavation at Pakse, conducted in February, 1985, after a delay of almost 

one >ear due to the irresponsible, private cross-border foray of Bo Gritz. In the interim,

- over



Mr. Hendon was de feated in his election bid and was temporarily hired (January - July, 
1983) as a consultant at the Pentagon to assist Colonel Jerry Venan2i, then Principal 
Advisor to the S e c r e t a r y  of Defense for POW/MIA Affairs. In that capacity, Hendon had 

access to the "raw" data reporting Americans beinq held captive, primarily col lected from 
refugee sources as a result of upgraded screening procedures. Since Mr. Hendon was onlv 
cleared to view material classified at the Secret level or lower, he did not then have 
access to much of the detailed follow-uo uivestigations or .more hiqhlv classified data cn 
the POW/MIA issue.

In November, 1983, aoparentl v based on incoming reports not yet f u l 1 v evaluated or 

analyzed and research frcm the past, Mr. Hendon publ icl.y charged the Reagan Administration 

with c o n s o i r a c y  and coverup on the 30W/MIA issue. His appearance before the League board 
of directors expressing such views resulted in the board's referral of the matter to the 
youse Task Force on PQW/MIAs, t^en cnaired by Representative Ben Gilman (R-NY).

After a >*ar-long investigation, the Task Force formally issued their findings in August 

of 1984 as follows: "After thorouqn review of more than eighty case files cited by vr.

Hendon as providina proof of live Americans, the Task Force concludes that there is no 
government c o v e r u p  of information on live prisoners." The Task ?orce further found that 
in the past, "DIA was understaffed, had little direction from the ton, and tried to do as 

best they could with their limited personnel, resources and equipment. These impediments 
to progress have now been corrected, and she Task Force is pleased to report that the 

Defense I n t e l l i g e n c e  A g e n c y  undertakes its m i s s i o n  seriously and is allocating prooer 
resources to its mission."

In soite of the Task Force's findings, claims of "conspiracy and coveruo" continued to 
surface, m a n y  of which are still qeneratea by Mr. Hendon, to the detriment of the Issue 
and using critical assets within the intelligence community. Another look at Mr. Hendon’s 

theory was completed September If), 1955, by the House Select Commi tt ee on Intelligence 
which reaffirmed the Task Force's conclusion that no consoiracy or coverup exists.

Hundreds of hours have been unnecessarily expended to substantiate DIA's pro fe ss io na li sm  

at the e x o e n s e  -of other priorit ie s - n a me ly  collecti on,  anaivsis and evaluation of 

firsthand siqhtinq reports. Yet, in 198/, we find such allegations still beinq mad e and 

the media's appetite for controversy and rumor unabated. As a result, Director of DIA It. 
General Leonard Perroots invited former. D-IA Director Lt. General Eugene Tighe to r e v i e w  
DIA's p r o c ed ur es , cases and evaluations, asking for further investigation of already 

discredited ch ar qe s of c o n s p i r a c y  and c o v e r u o  as well as reco mm end ati ons  for any 
improvements deemed necessary or helpful.

Those lonq involved are acutely aware that information was distorted or withheld in >ears 

past; however, n ow  is not the time for those who are c u r r e n t l y  workinq this issue’ to 

undertake an historical investigation of past efforts - history will take care of itself. 
The League holds the firm conviction that efforts must focus on the present and future. 
Our men's lives m a y  well depend on current decisions; they do not depend on history except 

in the context of policy negotiations.

The significant results of the Tiqhe team's investigation were made public in October 19$6 
and once again, conspiracy and coverup charqes were found to be false. The Leaque has not 
discovered nor been provided with any evidence to support claims that there is currently a 

conspiracy or c o v e r u D  on the PO W/MIA issue and intends to focus on what is best for 
accomplishing our ob j e c t i v e s : the release of POWs, the repatriation of remains and the

fullest oossible accounting for those still missing in Southeast Asia.

October, I98S
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H o n o r a b l e  S t e p h e n  J. S o l a r z  

C h a i r m a n ,  S u b c o m m i t t e e  on A s l a n  

a n d  P a c i fi c  A f f a i r s  

C c u n l t t e e  cn F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  

H o us e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C. 20515

2 3 k:v

S e a r  Mr, C h a ir m a n :

This 1s In r e sp on s e  to y o u r  l e t t e r  o f  21 O c t o b e r  a s k i n g  for O I A ' s  c o r m e n t s  on 

n u m e r o u s  l et t e r s  s o l i c i t i n g  funds on the P W / M I A  issue. W i t h  o ne  e x c e p t i o n ,  

the fund r a i s i n g  lette rs w e r e  those m a n e d  by S k y h o ok  II P r o j e c t ,  run by 

f o r m e r  C o n g r e s s m a n  John  L e S o u t i l 1 ier; O p e r a t i o n  R esc ue,  h e a d e d  b y r e t i r e d  A 1 r  

F o r c e  Lt Col J a c k  Salley; a n d  tne A m e r i c a n  D e f e n s e  I n s t i t u t e / P O W  P o l i cy  

C en t e r ,  h e a d e d  b y  r e t u r n e d  ? W  E u g e n e "Red" M cD a ni e l  and f o r m e r  C o n g r e s s m a n  

S i l l y  H en do n ,

in r e v i e w i n g  th e m a t e r i a l s  y o u  p r o v i d e d ,  w e  find they i n c l u d e  l i t t l e  o r  ro 

s u b s t a n t i v e  da ta  w hi ch  w o u l d  l e n d  i t s e l f  to s er io us  i n t e l l i g e n c e  a n a l y s i s ,  b u t  

i n s t e a d  a r e  r a m b l i n g  d i s c o u r s e s  f i ll ed  w i t h  i n f l a m at or y  r h e t o r i c .  W h i l e  the 

a p p r o a c h e s  In t he se  l e t t er s  vary, t h e y  all s har e some couvnon t h e m e s ,  on e of

the s t r o n g e s t  b e i n g  that the o r g a n i z a t i o n  1s on the v e r g e  o f  r e s c u i n g  a PW,

and 1f the r e c i p i e n t  does n o t  send  m o n e y  p r o m p t l y ,  A m e r i c a n  s e r v i c e m e n  will 

die. F o l l o w i n g  are a f ew  e x a m p l e s  o f  th i s  type o f  rh et o r i c ;

O p e r a t i o n  R e s c u e  - 17 O c t o b e r  1996 l e t t e r  - " Mus t r a i s e  $13,671.71 by  

F r i d a y ,  O c t o b e r  31, o r  v i t a i 1 i n t e l l i g e n c e  g a t h e r i n g  m i s s i o n s  m a y  h a v e  to 

be s to p pe d .  Unle ss t h e s e  m i s s i o n s  c o n t i n u e ,  there 1s n o h o p e  fo r the

r e t u r n  of POW s and  M I A s  c a p t i v e  in Y i e t n a m .  A ga in ,  if I c a n n o t  r a i s e

$13,671.71 by  O c t o b e r  31, vdtai i n t e l l i g e n c e  g a t h e r i n g  c a n n o t  c o n t i n u e .

A n d  a n  A m e r i c a n  s e r v i c e m a n  will di e 1n the j u n g l e s  o f  V i e t n a m . *

S k y h o o k  II P r o j e c t  - u n d a t e d  l e t t e r  - " W e' re  c l o s e  to m a k i n g  c o n t a c t  w i t h  

an A m e r i c a n  P OW  wh o h a s  b e e n  a l o n e  s i n c e  his fel l o w p r i s o n e r  d i e d  o f  

n at u r a l c a u s e s  less than a y e a r  ago. T h a t  e f f o r t  c o u l d  fail f o r  l a c k  of 

funds. P l e a s e  be as g e n e r o u s  as y o u  c a n  as soon as y o u  c a n . "

A m e r i c a n  D e f e n s e  I n s t i t u t e  - O c t o b e r  1986 l e tt e r  - "I p r o m i s e  to tell all 

of o u r  h o s t a g e s ,  w h e n  th e y  are f i n a l l y  freed, o f  the vital r o l e  y o u  p l a y e d  

1n t h e i r  rel ea se .  I w i s h  y o u  w o u l d  w r i t e  a b r i e f  note o n  the e n c l o s e d  

d o n a t i o n  c ar d, w h i c h  I will p e r s o n a l l y  hand to the f i r s t  m a n  to r e g a i n  

his f r e e d o m . "  j

O p e r a t i o n  R e s c u e  - u n d a t e d - p r o b a b l y  m l d - 1 9 3 6  • "You m a y  w a k e  u p  t o m o r r o w  

m o r n i n g  a nd  h e a r  that the first A m e r i c a n  POW has b e e n  r e s c u e d .  We' a re  

that c l o s e . "
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O p e r a t i o n  R e s c u e  - S e p t e mb er  1985 l e t t e r  - "As y o u  k n o w ,  w e  ar e v e r y  c l o s e  

to b r i n g i n g  o u t  a live POW. 3ut the m o n s o o n  sea so n In S o u t h e a s t  A s i a  has 

j u s t  b egu n.  A n d  w e  m u s t  Increas e o u r  s e a r c h  b e fo r e  the h e a v i e r  r ai ns  

s t a rt  to f all. Or  all the p r o g r e s s  y o u  a n d  I have m a d e  t ow a r d s  a c c o u n t i n g  

for o u r  m i s s i n g  h e r o e s  will l i t e r a l l y  b e  w a s h e d  away. A n d  a b r a v e  

A m e r i c a n  w a r  he r o  will remain f o r g o t t e n  a n d  d e s e r t e d  1n the j u n g l e s  o f  

S o u t h e a s t  A s i a .  W i t h i n  the next t w e l v e  days, I m u s t  r a i s e  a m i n i m u m  of 

$ 2 7 , 6 3 0  to k e e p  O p e r a t i o n  Resc ue a f l o a t . "

In a d d i t i o n  to t h e  d i r e c t  appeals for funds , e a c h  o f  the l e t t e r s  Is f i ll ed  

w ith t o t a l l y  u n f o u n d e d  emotional c l a i m s  s u c h  as the f ol lo w i n g :

A m e r i c a n  D e f e n s e  Insti tut e - J u l y  1987 l e t t e r  - “Onc e  the r e w a r d  b e c o m e s

c o m m o n  k n o w l e d g e  In Vietnam, Laos a n d  C a m b o d i a ,  it will u n l o c k  the

d u n g e o n s  o f  d e s p a i r  w hi c h  have h e l d  o u r  m e n  for so l o n g . "

A m e r i c a n  D e f e n s e  I n s tit ute  - O c t o b e r  1 98 6 l e t t e r  - “To o  m a n y  y e a r s  h av e 

p a s s e d  n o w  f o r  us to let our men  l a n g u i s h  in t ort ure  c a g e s  a n y  lo n g e r .

O u r  n a ti on a l  h o n o r  h a n gs  in tne b a l a n c e . "

S k y h o o k  II P r o j e c t  - April 1986 l e t t e r  - " . . . b r av e  f i g h t i n g  m e n  a r e  b e i n g  

t r e a t e d  w o r s e  than a nim als  c o o p e d  u p in s t i n k i n g  j u n g l e  c a g e s . *

O p e r a t i o n  R e s c u e  - April 1987 l e t t e r  - " T h o s e  boys  l i v e  e a c h  d ay h o p i n g  

a n d  p r a y i n g  t h a t  A m e r i c a  has not f o r g o t t e n  them. T h a t  o n e  d ay  they '11  see 

O l d  Glory., h e r  stars a n d  stripes w a v i n g  in the  sun." ;

The f un d  r a i s i n g  a p p e a l s  o f f e r  no p r o o f  t h a t  p r i s o n e r s  are h e l d ,  b u t  a l l u d e  to 
hav in g  s e c r e t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o r  some in s id e  in fo rm a t io n  on PWs. S e v e ra l j u c t  
f la t l y  state, a s  fact, t h a t  a s p e d f i e .  n u m b e r  o f  P Ws  are k n o w n  .to be a l i v e .

In a few i n s t a n c e s  s o - c a l l e d  “live s i g h t i n g s "  a re  c o n c o c t e d  to " p r o v e "  t h e i r  

c la im s.  F o l l o w i n g  are e x a m p l e s  of c l a i m s  o f  p r o o f ,  none o f  w h i c h  h av e  a n y  

b as is  in r e a l i t y :

A m e r i c a n  D e f e n s e  I n s titu te - O c t o b e r  19 66  l e t t e r  - “Th e  C I A  s e n t  a t e a m  to 

L a o s  in 1 9 8 2  to  d e t e r m in e  if i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  w e r e  t r u e  as to the 

l o c a t i o n  o f  a POW  camp. A c c o r d i n g  to t he  t e a m  le ad er ,  the y f o un d  t he  c a m p  

and, f r o m  a h i d i n g  place, took p i c t u r e s  and m a d e  s o u n d  r e c o r d i n g s  o f  the 

A m e r i c a n  P O W s . "

S k y h o o k  II P r o j e c t  - u n d a t e d  l e t t e r  - " A n o t h e r  r e as o n  i t ' s ' s o  h a r d  to g et  

w r i t t e n  e v i d e n c e  is that the POWs  h a v e  b e e n  p u n i s h e d  so s e v e r e l y  f o r  t h e i r  

o w n  e s c a p e  a t t e m p t s ,  that they d o n ' t  t r u s t  a n y  u n k n o w n  A s i a n  p e r s o n  w h o ,  

o n  t h e i r  f i r s t  or s e c o n d  meeti ng,  s m i l i n g l y  c o m m u n i c a t e s  t h a t  he w o u l d  

r e a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e  an au to g r a p h  f r o m  t he POW. The POW u s u a l l y  c o n c l u d e s  

t h at  1t 1s a t ra p  by his capto rs to f i n d  a n e w  r ea s o n  f or  p u n i s h i n g  him.

T h e  r e s u l t  is that the POW says 'no'."

2
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S k y h o o k  II P r o j e c t  - u n d a t e d  f l y e r  « 'Mo q u e s t i o n  In my m i n d  t h ere  are 

o v e r  2 0 0  m e n  h e l d  a l i v e  a g a i n s t  their will t o d a y  In Y i e t n a m  a nd  Laos."

S k y h o o k  II P r o j e c t  - 1 9 8 7  l e t t e r  - "At thi s v e r y  m o m e n t  m o r e  than 250 

A m e r i c a n  s e r v i c e m e n  a r e  e n d u r i n g  brutal c a p t i v i t y  In the  j u n g l e s  of 

S o u t h e a s t  A s i a .  D e s p i t e  n u m e r o u s  r e li a b l e  r e p o r ts ,  i n c l u d i n g  one by a 

special P e n t a g o n  c o m m i s s i o n ,  v e r i f y i n g  tha t A m e r i c a n s  ar e still beln  

c a p t i v e  in S o u t h e a s t  A s i a  u n de r  i n c r e d i b l y  cruel c o n d i t i o n s . "
b e i n g  held

S k y h o o k  II P r o j e c t  - 1 9 8 5  l e t t e r  - " R e c e n t  r e p o r t s  by  n a t i v e  r e f u g e e s  (all 

c h e c k e d  by l i e - d e t e c t o r )  tell a story o f  s t a r k  b r u t a l i t y :  S t a r v e d  and

c l a d  o n l y  in f i l t h y  r a g s , A m e r i c a n  s o l d i e r s  a n d  a i r m e n  are  k e p t  c h a i n e d  in 

tiny b a m b o o  c a g e s . . . m a d e  to wo r k  like a n i m a l s  p u l l i n g  h e a v y  p l o w s . f o r c e d  

to toil f r o m  d a y b r e a k  to n ightfall in s t e a m i n g  tro pi c h e a t . . . k ick ed and 

b e a t e n  c o n s t a n t l y  j u s t  for the ir guards' a m u s e m e n t . "

S k y h o ok  II P r o j e c t  - u n d a t e d  f l y e r  - " F o l l o w i n g  the e n d  o f  the  w a r  in 

Vi et n a m ,  the N o r t h  V i e t n a m e s e  r e t a i ne d  h u n d r e d s  o f  A m e r i c a n  p r i s o n e r s  as a 

' b a r g a i n i n g  c hi p '  in o r d e r  to force the U.S. G o v e r n m e n t  to p a y  b i ll io n s  of 

d o l l a r s  in c a s h  a n d  t r a d e  c o n c e s s i o n s . "

O p e r a t i o n  R e s c u e  - A u g u s t  1986 l e t t e r  - "As a m a t t e r  o f  f act , my i n t e l l i­

gen c e  in F e b r u a r y  1 9 8 6  i n d i c a t e d  that 3 U.S. P O W s  w e r e  t r a n s f e r r e d  from 

N o r t h  V i e t n a m  to L a os  b y  60 North V i e t n a m e s e  e s c o r ts .  O n e  P O W  was
r e tu rn e d  to  No»*th V io t ru m , w ith  no re a so n  g iv en *  Now I have o b ta in e d
i n f o r m a t i o n  on  the l o c a t i o n  w h e r e  several A m e r i c a n s  a r e  b e i n g  held ."

O p e r a t i o n  R e s c u e  - M a r c h  1987 l e t t e r  - R e f e r r i n g  to J a c k  B a i l e y  - "And he 

feels c e r t a i n  t h a t  the e v i d e n c e  h'e..‘s c o l l e c t e d  will l e a d  h i m  d i r e c t l y  to 

some o f  the c a m p s  a n d  he'll be ab l e  to b r i n g  the  A m e r i c a n s  back. Th ese  

are the b o y s  t h a t  n\y D a d , y o u r  friend, is r i s k i n g  h is l i f e  to f ind and 

b r i n g  h om e .  O ne  t h i n g  t h a t  kee ps him  g o i n g  w h e n  h e' s  h i d i n g  in the j u ng le  

1s k n o w i n g  t h a t  y o u  c a r e  too."

A m e r i c a n  D e f e n s e  I n s t i t u t e  - u n d a te d  b r o c h u r e  - " A c c o r d i n g  to a key source 

1n the D e f e n s e  I n t e l l i g e n c e  A gen cy,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  one h u n d r e d  POWs still 

remain. He b a s e d  this e s t i m a t e  on s a t e l l i t e  p h o t o s ,  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

i n t e r c e p t s .  T h e  e v i d e n c e ,  he said, 'is o v e r w h e l m i n g 1."

S k y h o o k  II P r o j e c t  - u n d a t e d  l e t t er  - “Th a t ' s  o n e  r e a s o n  t h e y  a l w a y s  hold 

at l e a s t  two A m e r i c a n  P O W s  in any lo ca ti o n .  W h e n  o n e  1s t a k e n  o u t  for a

wo r k  d e t a i l ,  the  o t h e r  is le ft  behin d. As a h o s t a g e .  Y o u  see, if the one

o u t s i d e  m a k e s  a b r e a k  for  it and e s c a p e s ,  the o n e  l ef t  b e h i n d  will be

kille d. A n d  in the y e a r s  t hey 've  b e e n  h e l d  p r i s o n e r ,  t h e y ' v e  seen enough

to k n o w  t h a t  d e a t h  s e n t e n c e  will be c a r r i e d  o u t ! "
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S k y h o ok  II P r o j e c t  - A u g u s t  1985 l e t t e r  - " West  G e r m a n  d i p l o m a t  saw

a n o t h e r  g r o u p  in L a o s .  A s k i n g  w h o  t h e y  w er e ,  h i s  g u i d e  l a u g h e d  a nd  said,

"They ar e A m e r i c a n  P O W s  l e f t  o v e r  f r o m  the war."

S k y h o o k  II P r o j e c t  - April 1986 l e t t e r  - "We m u s t  m o v e  fasti I r e c e n t l y

a t t e n d e d  u n o f f i c i a l  n e g o t i a t i o n s  in S o u t h e a s t  Asia w i t h  C onr nun 1st ,rarmy 

s e n i o r  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s — and t h e i r  g r e e d  m a y  h ave o p e n e d  a n e w  d o o r ^ t b  b r i n g  

o ur  A m e r i c a n  P O W s  h o m e l  To be b l u n t ,  t h e y ' ve  d e c i d e d  the A m e r i c a n s  

t he y ' r e  h o l d i n g  1n b r u t a l  s l a v e r y  are va lu ab l e .  B u t  o n l y  s o  lo ng  las 

t he y' re  a li v e ,  a n d — s i n c e  c a p t i v i t y  is s e r i o u s l y  u n d e r m i n i n g  t h e i r ' h e a l t h -  

the C o m m u n i s t s  w a n t  to c a p i t a l i z e  cn t he ir  p r i s o n e r s  b e f o r e  It's too 

la te! "

F r o m  s t a t e m e n t s  such as t h o s e  j u s t  c i t e d ,  an u nw a r y  p o t e n t i a l  d o n o r  c o uld  

e a s i l y  c o n c l u d e  that t h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  p o s s e s s  s u b s t a n t i v e  I n t e l l i g e n c e  f r o m  

r e l i a b l e  s o u r c e s  w h o  a re  1 n d i r e c t  c o n t a c t  w i t h  .American p r i s o n e r s  of  w a r  w h o  

are h e l d  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  w i l l  in the cerrmunist c o n t r o l l e d  c o u n t r i e s  of  

I nd och ina . T h e y  c o u l d  a l s o  c o n c l u d e  t ha t  the U.S. G o v e r n m e n t  p o s s e s s e s  su ch  

pr oo f .  N o t h i n g  c o u l d  be  f u r t h e r  f r o m  the truth. W h i l e  s o m e  o f  t he  c l a i m s  are 

u n d o u b t e d l y  the i n v e n t i o n s  of the a u t h o r s ,  in o t h e r  i n s t a n c e s  these, 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a r e  k n o w n  to use m e m b e r s  o f  the s o - c a l l e d  " L a o  r e s i s t a n c e "  as 

s ou rces. F r o m  e x p e r i e n c e  w e  h a v e  f o u n d  the  La o r e s i s t a n c e  to b e  n o t o r i o u s l y  

u n t r u s t w o r t h y ,  a nd  t h e y  h a v e  r e p e a t e d l y  f a i l e d  to p r o v i d e  p r o o f  c o n c e r n i n g  

t h e i r  c l a i m s  o f  l i v e  A m e r i c a n s  in Laos.

W e  ha ve  a n a l y z e d  in m o r e  d e t a i l ,  c e r t a i n  o f  the "f ac t s "  p r e s e n t e d  b y several 

o f  the o r g a n i z a t i o n s  m e n t i o n e d  in the m a t e r i a l  p r o v i d e d .  In s o m e  in sta nc es ,  

the o r g a n i z a t i o n s  b a s e  t h e i r  a p p e a l s  u p o n  h i g h l y  s u s p i c i o u s ,  a n d  o f t e n  

d e m o n s t r a b l y  f a ls e,  c l a i m s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  p r i o r  to O c t o b e r  1 9 8 6 ,  n u m e r o u s  

O p e r a t i o n  R e s c u e  l e t t e r s  a s k e d  f o r ' f u n d s  to keep B a i l e y ' s  s h i p ,  A K U N A  III, 

a fl oat . T i m e  a f t e r  t i m e  B a i l e y  w r o t e ,  a s k i n g  for m o n e y  ( $ 2 0 , 0 0 0  - $40,<?00 a 

m on t h )  to p a y  t he  c r e w  a n d  o p e r a t e  t he  A K U N A ,  w h i c h  w a s  a l l e g e d l y  b u s y  on the 
h igh  seas r e s c u in g  V ie tn am ese  “ b o a t  p e o p le . "  He c la im ed  t h a t  th e  ro fu g e o c  ho 
r e s c u e d  w e r e  h i s  s o u r c e s  o f  P W / M I A  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  In t r u t h ,  t he  A K U N A  did not  

l e a v e  its m o o r i n g  a t  S o n q k h l a ,  T h a i l a n d ,  f o r  at l e a s t  3 y e a r s  a n d  a c c o r d i n g  to 

the h a r b o r m a s t e r  th ere , i t  was in a s t a t e  o f  total d i s r e p a i r .  F u r t h e r , - a f t e r  

r e c e i v i n g  an O p e r a t i o n  R e s c u e  f u n d  r a i s i n g  l e t t er  in 1 98 5, a r e f u g e e  of fic ial  

in H o n g  K o n g  w r o t e  to the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Sta te , "I a m  n o t  a w a r e  t h a t  B a l T e y ' s  

vessel has b r o u g h t  a n y  r e f u g e e s  to a n y  r e f u g e e  p r o c e s s i n g  p o s t ,  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  

to H o n g  K o ng.  D o  y o u  k n o w  a n y t h i n g  o f  the A K U N A ?  H a v e  t h e r e  b e e n  a ny  r es c u e s  

b y  it?*

' ' •
In a 1986 l e t t e r  s o l i c i t i n g  fu nds , B a i l e y  c l a i m e d ,  " Ju st  o v e r  a y e a r  ago I was 

able to b r i n g  o u t  r e m a i n s  o f  five o f  o u r  A m e r i c a n  s e r v i c e m e n .  A n d  n o w  I h a v e  

m o r e  sets o f  r e m a i n s  to t u r n  o v e r . "  This w a s  f o l l o w e d  b y  a M a r c h  1 987 J ° 
O p e ra t io n  Rescue p le a  f o r  money which s t a t e d ,  ’’ T h is  tlm o  Dad b ro u g h t  baek 2



m o r e  s e t s  of  r e m a i n s .  T h e s e  A m e r i c a n s  w e r e  p a r t  o f  a h e l i c o p t e r  c r e w  s h o t  

down o v e r  L aos . U p  until D a d  b r o u g h t  t h e m  b a c k  to America, these s e r v i c e m e n  

w e r e  u n a c c o u n t e d  for. H o w ,  at  least, t h e y ' v e  r e t u r n e d  to t h e i r  f a m i l i e s . "

In r e a l i t y ,  in N o v e m b e r  1984 Bai le y p r o v i d e d  the U.S. G o v e r n m e n t  w i t h  f our 

p a c k e t s  o f  b o n e  f r a g m e n t s .  The U.S. A r m y ' s  C e ntr al I d e n t i f ( c a t i o n  L a b o r a t o r y  

iCIL) f o u n d  t h e m  to be a m i x t u r e  o f c o m i n g l e d  h um an  and n o n h u m a n  b o n e  

f r a g m e n t s .  T he  small a m o u n t  o f  r e m a i n s  t o t a l l y  p r e cl ud e d  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  

e a r l i e r  this y e a r  h e  p r o v i d e d  more b o n e  f r a g m e n t s  which he c l a i m e d  w e r e  the 

r e m a i n s  o f  two A m e r i c a n s  m i s s i n g  in Laos. T he CI L found that they w e r e  the 

partial r e m a i n s  o f  one S o u t h e a s t  A s i a n  m o n g o l o i d .  In short, no A m e r i c a n s  have 

be e n  i d e n t i f i e d  o r  o t h e r w i s e  a c c o u n t e d  f or  as r e s u l t  of B a i l e y’s i n v o l v e m e n t .

in r e c e n t  m o n t h s  tne A m e r i c a n  D ef e ns e  I n s u  ijie has t a m e d  to the c a s e  of 

M a j o r  M o r g a n  D o n a h u e ,  U S A F , a nd  an a t t e m p t e d  b a l l o o n  r ele ase  in T h a i l a n d  as 

fund r a i s i n g  v e h i c l e s .  P l a y i n g  on the g r i e f  a n d  y e a r s  o f  u n c e r t a i n t y  o f  M a j o r  

D o n a h u e ' s  f a m i l y ,  in a S e p t e m b e r  1937 l e t t e r ,  R e d  McDaniel t u r n s  q u e s t i o n a b l e  

h e a r s a y  r e p o r t i n g  i n t o  " h a r d  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  has re cently s u r f a c e d  p r o v i n g  t h a t  

an A m e r i c a n  is b e i n g  h e l d  in Laos." M c D a n i e l  go e s  on to c l a i m  that, " M a j o r  

D o n a h u e  r i s k e d  h i s  li f e  to sen d us a si gna l t h a t  he is still a l iv e . "  A d d i n g  

that the g o v e r n m e n t  sai d " the case w a s  c l o s e d , "  and, "even w i t h  h ar d  e v i d e n c e ,  

the g o v e r n m e n t  r e f u s e s  to act." j

In fact, the " D o n a h u e "  r e p o r t i n g  is not a c l o s e d  ca se  and is t h e  s u b j e c t  o f 

o n g o i n g  c o l l e c t i o n  e f f o r t s  a n d  c l o s e  s c r u t i n y ,  a nd  this ha s b e e n  m a d e  k n o w n  to 

the family.. H o w e v e r ,  w e  c a n n o t  ignore the  f a c t  that for m a n y  y e a r s  d e t a i l e d  

fl yer s on M a j o r  D o n a h u e  h a v e  been  c i r c u l a t e d  in S o u t h e a s t  A s i a n  r e f u g e e  c a m p s .  

This w o u l d  n o t  b e  t h e  f i r s t  time tha t s u c h  da t a  has g e n e r a t e d  h e a r s a y  

r e p o r t i n g  t h a t  a m i s s i n g  A m e r i c a n  w a s  a l i v e .  Als o, in i n v e s t i g a t i n g  the 

r ep or ts ,  w e  f i n d : t h a t  D o n a h u e  is a l l e g e d l y  h e l d  at l o c a t i o n s  all o v e r  L a o s  a n d  

in V i e t n a m .  S o m e  r e p o r t s  n a m e  a n o t n e r  U .S .  PW a l l e g e d l y  h e l d  w i t h  M a j o r  

D o n a h u e ;  the r e p o r t i n g  on  this s ec on d  A m e r i c a n  is d e m o n s t r a b l y  false. 

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  o n e  o f  the r e c e n t  r ef u ge e  r e p o r t s  r e c e i v e d  c l a i m s  M a j o r  O o n a h u e  

is d ead. T h u s ,  w h i l e  we  c o n t i n u e  to p u r s u e  all i n f o r m a t i o n  on the m i s s i n g  A i r  

F o r c e  o f f i c e r ,  h a r d  e v i d e n c e  o f  his c a p t i v i t y  r e m a i n s  el us iv e .

I n c l u d e d  in the m a t e r i a l s  y o u  f u r n i s h e d  w a s  a l e t t e r  s i g n e d by a M i k e  M i l n e ,  

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  a g r o u p  c a l l i n g  i t s e l f  V e t e r a n s  of the V i e t n a m  W a r ,  Inc. 

We are u n f a m i l i a r  w i t h  th i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and  a l t h o u g h  they c l a i m  a 

Washf u g t o n , D.C. a d d re s s ,  we c ou ld  f in d  nc te le p h on e  l i s t i n g  f o r  thorn in 
c u r r e n t  a r e a  d i r e c t o r i e s .  We are a w a r e  of  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  for a p r o j e c t  tu 

dump " c a r e  p a c k a g e s "  at the  Lao E m b a ss y,  w hi ch  t r i g g e r e d  formal d i p l o m a t i c  

p r o t e s t s .  In a d d i t i o n ,  o n e  m e m b e r  of th e o r g a n i z a t i o n  w as  the s u b j e c t  o f  a 

r ec e n t  J a c k  A n d e r s o n  c o l u m n  t hat i n d i c a t e d  he i n t e n d e d  to travel to V i e t n a m  to 

buy b a c k  p r i s o n e r s .



In t h e i r  u n d a t e d  fun d r ai s i n g  letter, the g r o u p  a s ks  the p o t e n t i a l  d o n o r  to 

" . . . p l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  these h a r r o w i n g  f i r s t n a n d  r e p o r t s . "  T h e y  th e n  go on to 

list several e x a m p l e s  to " p ro ve "  t he ir  po int . S o m e  are not f i r s t h a n d  r e p ort s 

at all, w h i l e  o t h e r s  are g a r b l e d  v e r s io ns  o f  v e r y  o l d  a n d  v e r y  well p u b l i c i z e d  

cl a i m s.  F o r  I n s t a n c e ,  the l e t t e r  c i t e s  a " c o n t r o v e r s i a l  v i d e o  tap e t h a t  

shows P O W s " w h i c h  Is " s u p p o s e d l y  in the p o s s e s s i o n  of some b r a n c h  o f  the 

A m e r i c a n  g o v e r n m e n t . "  I a m  sure yo u are  f a m i l i a r  w it h  the w e l l  p u b l i c i z e d  

cl ai m s by a f e w  p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n s  who a l l e g e d l y  p o s s e s s e d  such a vid eo , but, 

de sp i te  u r g i n g  f r o m  the h i g h e s t  levels of the U.S. G o v e r n m e n t ,  to I n c l u d e  a 

Sena te I n v e s t i g a t i n g  c o m m i t t e e ,  the I n d i v i d u a l s  r e p e a t e d l y  f a i l e d  to p r od u c e  

such a video. A n d  c e r t a i n l y  no such t ape 1s 1n the h an d s  of  the U.S. 

I n t e l l i g e n c e  C o m m u n i t y .

The V e t e r a n s  o f  t he  Vi et n a m  W a r  letter also c l a i m s  that N o r w e g i a n  w o r k e r s  In 

V i e t n a m  s aw  " . . . 1 7  A m e r i c a n  P O W s  in a s lave  l a b o r  d et a i l . "  T h e s e  A m e r i c a n s  

a l l e g e d l y  s h o u t e d ,  "Tell the w o r l d  a b o u t us. " A g a i n ,  this Is a g a r b l e d  

e l a b o r a t i o n  o f  a h e a r s a y  r e p o r t  which has  b e e n  e n d l e s s l y  I n v e s t i g a t e d  and 

found to be w i t h o u t  merit.

This g r o u p  a p p e a r s  to haye l i t t l e  real k n o w l e d g e  o f  the p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  in 

S o u t h e a s t  A s i a ,  as e v i d e n c e d  In tne a u t h o r ' s  s t a t e m e n t  that h e Is,

" . . . p l a n n i n g  a tri p to Laos to m e e t  w i t h  the .Khmer Ro uge  on t h i s  c r i t i c a l  

Issu e."  I n a s m u c h  as the K h m e r  Rouge r e g i me  in C a m b o d i a  wa s t o p p l e d  by the 

V i e t n a m e s e ,  I k n o w  o f  no r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  they h a v e  in V i e t n a m e s e  d o m i n a t e d  

Laos, o r  h o w  t h e y  c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  as s i s t in a c c o u n t i n g  for m i s s i n g  A m e r i c a n s  in 

La os  o r  V i e t n a m ,

In c l o s i n g ,  it is n o t e w o r t h y  that for all t h e i r  " pr o o f "  a nd  t he  y n t o l d  

m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  raised, n o n e  o f these g r o u p s  o r  I n d i v i d u a l s  h a v e  y e t  to 

f u r n i sh  e v e n  the s l i g h t e s t  s h r e d  o f  e v i d e n c e  o f  PWs, m u c h  l e s s  s e c u r e  the 

r e tu r n  o f  a l i v i n g  A m e r i c a n  captive'.* '

H o n o r a b l e  R o b e r t  L a g o m a r s i n o  

C h a i r m a n ,  H o u s e  P W / M I A  Task F or ce 

H o n o r a b l e  B e n j a m i n  G i l m a n  
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A C T I V I T Y  R E L A T E D  TO  J A M E S  "BO" GRIT 2: A flyer r e p o r t e d l y  sign ed
by  r e t i r e d  A r m y  L T C  Gritz p u r p o rt s  th a t an ar ti cl e w h i c h  appeared 
in a T h a i  l a n g u a g e  newspaper, T H A I  RATH, stat e d  " S e a r c h  for GI's 
in V i e t n a m  - W a sh i ng to n : The D e p a r t m e n t  of De f en se  a n n o u nc e d last
M o n d a y  th at  t h r e e  g r ou p s of s p e c i a l i s t s  we r e  b e i n g  se n t to Hanoi 
to s e a r c h  for A m e r i c a n  M I A s  from the I nd o ch in a war. T h e  V i et n am e se  
G o v e r n m e n t  h a s  a d m i t t e d  that  th e re  a re  21 left a l i ve . " The flyer 
a l s o  stated, "The fact that N O T H I N G  was re l ea s ed  b y  U S I A  (United 
S t a t e s  I n f o r m a t i o n  Agency) is c l e a r  ev i de n ce  that the gove rn m en t  
is c o v e r i n g  u p  i n f o r m a t i o n  on o u r  live POWs."

T h e  c o r r e c t  t r a n s l a t i o n  of  this a r t i c l e ' s  last s e n t e n c e  follows: 
" T h e  V i e t n a m e s e  G o v e r n m e n t  st at ed  that- 21 additional sets of 
r e m a i n s  would, be. returned..11 If th e flyer was ’ac t u a l l y  pu blished 
a n d  d i s t r i b u t e d  b y  Gritz, it is a n o t h e r  ex amp le of t h e  dis tortions 
fo r w h i c h  he  h as  b e c o m e  noted.

N A T I O N A L  W A  P O W / M I A  C O M M I T T E E  I S S U E S  REPORT: The L e a g u e  has new
r e c e i v e d  the full text o f  W A ' s  P O W / M I A  C o m m it te e  Report. While 
s o m e  of the t e x t  is a c c u r a t e  and helpful,  mu ch  is s pe cu l at i ve  and, 
at  best, n a i v e  in its " findings " and " r e c o m me n da ti o ns , " An 
a n a l y s i s  will be p r e p a r e d  and d i s t r i b u t e d  in the c o m i n g  weeks.

V A  C E M E T E R Y  P R O G R A M  EX PANDED: T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of V e t e r a n s  Affa ir s
(VA) h a s  e x p a n d e d  s e r v i c e s  to v e t e r a n s  and th e ir  f a m il ie s  through 
a p o l i c y  c h a n g e  in t he  N a t i o na l  C e m e t e r y  System. M a n y  who served 
in the A r m e d  F or c es  are- u n a w a r e  of e l i g i b i l i t y  for this benefit 
w h i c h  is e a r n e d  b y  all veterans, e x c e p t  t ho se w i t h  a d is h onorabl e 
d i s c h a r g e ;  the s p o u s e  and c h i l d r e n  o f  e l i g i b l e  v e t e r a n s  are also 
e n t i t l e d  to i n t e r m e n t  in a n a t i o n a l  cemetery. Ad di t io n al  
i n f o r m a t i o n  m a y  b e  o b t a i n e d  by c o n t a c t i n g  the Di rector, National 
C e m e t e r y  S y s t e m  (40), Attn: D i r e c t o r  of F i e l d  Operations,
D e p a r t m e n t  of  V e t e r a n s  Affairs, 810 V e r m o n t  Avenue, NW, Washington, 
D.C. 20420.

I N T E R N A L  L E A G U E  MATTERS: T h e  1989/9° Board of D i r e c t o r s  is listed
on  th e  l a s t  p a g e  o f  thi s newsle tt er . The b oa r d w e l c o m e s  me mb e r s h i p  
input, s u g g e s t i o n s  o r  c o n s t r u c t i v e  c r i t i c i s m  to a s s i s t  them in 
f o r m u l a t i n g  p o l i c i e s  of the  League. M I A  s i s t e r  S u e  Scott was 
e l e c t e d  as C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  Board; M I A  m o t h e r  M a r y  C a r o l  Lemon was 
e l e c t e d  as V i c e  Ch a irman;  and G e o r g e  S h in e  w a s  a g a i n  ele ct ed  to 
s e r v e  as F i n a n c e  C h a i r m a n / T r e a s u r e r .

A t  the final m e e t i n g  o f  the 1988/89 b o a r d  of direc to rs, a 
r e s t r u c t u r e  of t he  L e a g u e ' s  regi on a l s y s t e m  was adopt ed. Encl osed 
on the r e v e r s e  of  the b o a r d  m e m b e r  list is a b r e a k d o w n  pf the 
s t a t e s  in e a c h  of t he e i g h t  n e w l y  f o r me d regions, w i t h  the names 
a n d  a d d r e s s e s  of t he  r e g i o na l  a n d  a s s i s t a n t  re g io n a l  c o or di nators.  
Th ey, too, w e l c o m e  m e m b e r s h i p  input.

A l l  r e s o l u t i o n s  s u b m i t t e d  to the m e m b e r s h i p  w e r e  o v e r w h e l m i n g l y  
pa ss ed , c l a r i f y i n g  p o l i c i e s  of the League.
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C o l o n e l  G r i t z ’s  

D u b i o u s  M i s s i o n

i Congress sets an carful
i <  |  t ' s . i  g i x > d  J a y  i o d i c . " O c * ; l ; t r c d  J a m e s

I  G o r d o n  c  B o  j G r i t z .  T h e  d a t e  w a j  
N o v  27. iy.H2. a n d  G r i t / .  44. a  s w a s h ­
b u c k l i n g  i j r n i c r  G r e e n  O c t e t .  w a s  a b o u t  
: o  l e a d  t h r e e  A m e r i c a n  d a r e d e v i l s  a n d  15 

1 L a o t . J n s  o n  a n  i m p r o v i s e d  c o m m a n d o  
r a i d  a c r o s s  t h e  M e k o n g  R i v e r  T h e i r  
S v h c i n e  a  14-day t r e k  t o  r e s c u e  A m e r i c a n  

1 p i . v f i c M  o f  w a r  m  t h e  j u n g l e s  o f  e a s t e r n  
! L a o s  A f t e r  o n l y  t h r e e  d a y s ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  
i t n a v a d o  o f  " O p e r a t i o n  L a z a r u s ” w a s
• a b r u p t l y  b u r i e d  w h e n  a  b a n d  o f  l o c a l  

g u e r r i l l a s  a m b u s h e d  t h e  r a i d e r s ,  k i l l i n g
• t w o  L a o t i a n s ,  c a p i u r i n g  a n  A m e r i c a n ,  
j a n d  f o r c i n g  t h e  o t h e r s  t o  t u r n  t a i l .

F o u r  w e e k s  a g o .  a f t e r  p a r t i n g  w i t h  
I $ 17 00 0  t o  r a n s o m  h i s  c a p t u r e d  c o l l e a g u e ,
I s e e i n g  t w o  f e l l o w  m a v e r i c k s  a r r e s t e d ,  a n d  
j a t t e m p t i n g  f r e s h  t r a g i c o m i c  e x c u r s i o n s  
I i n t o  L a o s .  G r i t z  ( r h y m e s  w i t h  s i g h t s )  
l s a u n t e r e d  i n t o  a  p o l i c e  s t a t i o n  i n  n o r t h *  
j e a s t e r n  T h a i l a n d  a n d  s u r r e n d e r e d .  H e  
t a n d  f o u r t i s s - v c i a t e s  w e r e  e a c h  f i n e d  f o r  t h e  
i i l l c g . i l  | * o s > » s i o n  o f  a  h i g h - p o w e r e d  r a d i o .
I t h e n  r e l e a s e d

C o o l  a n d  s e l f - a s s u r e d  a s  e v e r .  G r i t z  
! s w a g g e r e d  i n t o  a  n e w  m i s s i o n  l a s t  w e e k :  

e x p l a i n i n g  h i s  b u n g l e d  e x p l o i t s  t o  t h e  
I h ' u v e  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  S u b c o m m i t t e e  o n  
A s i . t r .  a n d  P a c i f i c  A f f a i r s .  T h e r e ,  s e a s o n *  

i i r t g  h i s  t e s t i m o n y  w i t h  h e r o i c  f l o u r i s h e s ,  
h e  r c u l l i M i c d  h i s  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  
50  A m e r i c a n  s e r v i c e m e n  a r c  s t i l t  s t r a n d ­
e d  i n  I n d o c h i n a  U n d e r  q u e s t i o n i n g ,  h o w -

C r l l z ,  I n s e t ,  l e a d s  a  f s c h k s s  
r « s c u *  m i s s i o n  In L a o s

G r i t z .  t h e  s o n  o f  a  B *1 7  
p i l o t  s h o t  d o w n  o v e r  F r a n c e  
i n  19-U, i s  a  s e l f - a p p o i n t e d  
c a r e t a k e r  o f  t h o s e  h o p e s .
D e c o r a t e d  6 0  t i m e s  d u r i n g  
t h e  V i e t  N a m  W a r ,  h e  o n c e  
l e d  250  C a m b o d i a n  m e r c e ­
n a r i e s  o n  a  d m  m g  r a i d  i h j t  
a t t a c k e d  53 V i e t  C o n g  c a m p s  
i n  60  d a y s ,  h e  lo c i  o n l y  o n e  m a n .  I : \ c i i  a f ­
t e r  h e  l e f t  t h e  A r m y  i n  1979 a s  a  l i e u t e n ­
a n t  c o l o n e l .  G r i t /  n e v e r  r e a l l y  l e f t  I n d o ­
c h i n a .  I n  1981 h e  r o u n d e d  u p  2 i  d r i f t e r s ,

I e v e r ,  e a c h  o f  G r i u V T n c t s "  s e e m e d  t o d i s *  I d r e a m e r s  a n d  d e s p e r a d o s ,  r e c r u i t e d  a  
• s o l v e  i n t o  l i c t i o n .  I l i s  p h o t o g r a p h s  o f  | » y c h i e .  a  h y p n o t h e r a p i s t  a n d  s o m e  r e ­

p o r t e r s .  a n d  b e g u n  p r a c t i c i n g  q u i x o t i c  
L a o t i a n  e x p e d i t i o n s  a :  a n  u n l i k e l y  l o c a l e  
t h e  A m e r i c a n  C h e e r l e a d i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n  
A c a d e m y  i n  L e e s b u r g .  F i a .

" O p e r a t i o n  V e l v e t  H a m m e r "  w a s  
s c r a t c h e d  b e f o i e  t h e  b u c c a n e e r s  e v e r  l e f t  
t r a i n i n g  c a m p ,  b u t  n o t  b e f o r e  G r i t / ,  h a d  
s q u a n d e r e d  $40 ,000  r a i s e d  f r o m  N . L . F  
m e m b e r s .  A  s u b s e q u e n t  " O p e r a t i o n  
G r a n d  E a g l e "  a l s o  n z z l c d  o u t  p r e m a t u r e ­
ly .  S a y x  T o m  S m i t h ,  o n e  o f  G r i t z ' s  m a n y  
d i s a f f e c t e d  r e c r u i t s :  " I  w o u l d n ' t  c r o s s  t h e  
s t r e e t  w i t h  t h i s  g u y .  H e ' s  s u f f e r i n g  f r o m

a l l e g e d  p r i s o n  c a m p s  r e v e a l e d  n o t h i n g  
• b u t  L a o t i a n  t e r r a i n ,  h i s  c l a i m s  l h a t  h e  h a d  
, h e a r d  o f  s i g h t e d  p r i s o n e r s  w e r e ,  h e  c o n *
! c e J c d .  b e y o n d  e m p i r i c a l  p r o o f .  P r e s s e d  
; f o r  c o n c r e t e  e v i d e n c e ,  t h e  i m p e r t u r b a b l e  
j C r u z  l i n a l l y  r e p l i e d .  ” 1 h a v e  t h e  s a m e  e v i *
I d u n c e  t h a t  m i g h t  b e  p r e s e n t e d  t o  a  c o n *
; v c n i i o n  o f  c l e r g y m e n  t h a t  G o d  e x i s t s . "
I A f t e r  h e  s t e p p e d  d o w n ,  o n e  w i t n e s s  a f t e r  
i a n o t h e r  d e m o l i s h e d  w h a t  l i t t l e  r e m a i n e d  
I o f  h i s  c r e d i b i l i t y .

G r i u ' s  m i s s i o n  i m p l a u s i b l e  g r e w  o u t  
! o f  t h e  r e a l i t y  t h a t  2 .494  A m e r i c a n s  w c r «  

n e v e r  f o u n d  a f t e r  t h e  V i e t  N a m  «
J W a r .  i n c l u d i n g  568 l e f t  u n a c *  

c o u n t e d  f o r  i n  L a o s .  B y  n o w ,  a l l  
i b a t  t w o  u r e  l i s t e d  a s  " p r e s u m e d  
i J c a d . "  M o s t  o f  t h e  484 " s i g h t i n g s "
! r u i > u r i e d  o v e r  t h e  y e a n  h a v e  b e e n  
i a s  b-ir.y a n d  h o j s o f u l  a s  t h e  s p o t-  
| l i n g  o f  t r c s  A f t e r  i n v c s i i g a t m g  
i t h e  i s s u e  c l o s e l y ,  a  IV 7 6  c o n g r c s -  
i M o n a l  c o m m i t t e e  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  
, n o  A m e r i c a n  p r i s o n e r s  s u r v i v e .
| Y e t  V i e t n a m e s e  p r e v a r i c a t i o n .

U .S .  G o v c i n m u n t  s e c t c c y .  a n d  
! r e s i l i e n t  w i s h l ' u l n c s s - ' - c s p c c i a l l y  
| a m o n g  t h e  N a t i o n a l  L c a g u o  o f  
! F a m i l i e s  ( N  L F t ,  m o s t  o f  w h o s e  

m c m b c i s  j i c  i v l a t e d  t o  m i s s i n g  
i m e n — h a v e  c o n s p i r e d  t o  k e e p  

!tO|>c. i f  n o t h i n g  e l s e ,  a l i v e  C/ltx .  i * c m N  f r o m  l * t t ,  a n d  M s  r a g t a g  t « i m

rivit vrrtn. 4 îvv

•,’ t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s  o f  ' b u r n i n g  
• b u s h '  c o m p l e x . "  Y e t  w h e n  

[ ; G r i t z  r e n t e d  a  St.OOO-a-
• m o n t h  b a s e  i n  t h e  r e m o t e  
• n o r t h e a s t e r n  T h a i l a n d  t o w n  
j O f  N a k h o n  P h a n o m  l a s t  f a l l ,
• h «  w a s  a b l e  t o  a t t r a c t  m o r e  
_ l h a n  a  d o / e n  o p e r a t i v e s .  
;  s o m e  d e s p e r a t e  t o  r e c o v e r  t h e

J a n g v r a n d  e x h i l a r a t i o n  t h e y  
k n e w  i n  V i e t  N a m .  T h e i r  im- 

t x i s s i b l y  r o m a n t i c  v e n t u r e  a l s o  s e d u c e d  
s o m e  I m p r o b a b l e  s p o n s o r s .  T a k e n  w i t h  
G r i t / . ' s  d a s h i n g  c h a r i s m a ,  W i l l i a m  
S h a t n e r  p a i d  a l m o s t  $15,000 f o r  G r i u ’s  
l i f e  s t o r y :  L i i t o n  I n d u s t r i e s .  I n c . .  p r o v i J c d  
$800 ,00 0  w o r t h  o f  r a d i o  e q u i p m e n t ,  
w h i c h  G r i u  l a t e r  t r i e d  t o  s e l l  b a c k  t o  
t h e m  f o r  $31,000 .  C l i n t  E a s t w o o d  r e p o r t ­
e d l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  $50,000.

G r i t /  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  h i s  e s c a p a d e s  h a v e  
b e e n  c o n d u c t e d  w i t h  P e n t a g o n  d a t a  

a n d  C IA  s u p p o r t .  B u t  w h i l e  t h e  U S .  e m ­
b a s s y  i n  B a n g k o k  i s  o f t e n  w i l l i n g  t o  t r a d e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  w i t h  f r e e l a n c i n g  i r r e g u l a r s ,  
t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  i n  W a s h i n g t o n  i n s i s t s  
t h a t  i t  s c r u p u l o u s l y  d i s s o c i a t e s  i t s e l f  f r o m  
s u c h  a d v e n t u r i s m .  S m a l l  w o n d e r .  “ A t  o n e  
p o i n t  l a s t  y e a r . "  c o m p l a i n s  a  U  S .  d i p l o ­

m a t ,  " w e  h a d  o v e r  JO  V i e t  N a m  
v e t e r a n s  p r e p a r i n g  t n p s  t o  L a o s . "

T h o u g h  P r e s i d e n t  R e a g a n  
p e r s o n a l l y  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  N .L . F .  
a t  a  s p e c i a l  c o n f e r e n c e  i n  J a n u a r y  
t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  h i s  s y m p a t h y ,  t h e  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  s t a t e d  p o l i c y  i t  
t o  s e e k  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  a n y  m i s s i n g  
U S .  s e r v i c e m e n  t h r o u g h  d i p l o ­
m a t i c  p r e s s u r e  C o n c l u d e s  D a n i e l  
O ' D o n o h u e ,  D e p u t y  A s s i s t a n t  
S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  f o r  E a s t  A s i a n  
a n d  P a c i f i c  A f f a i r s  " W h e n  
p r i v a t e  A m e r i c a n s  t o  t o  f o r c e  
t h e i r  o w n  s o l u t i o n s ,  o u r  g o v e r n -  
m c n t - l u  g o v e r n m e n t  e f f o r t s  a r e  
j e o p a r d i z e d "  — B y r ic o ty * r .
Roportitt by VlctoriJ fu tlcr/B orfU ok  
ondRott H. Munro/WjlhlflgJon
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M IA  wife wins over G rifz
By Whitt Flora
V M jjflS C lO  TlMtt tTA/»

I When former Green Beret James G. "Bo” 
Gritz surrendered some bones toauthorities 
this week, it ended a five-month battle an 
MIA wife fought with three bureaucracies.Julie Williams, 37, of Los Altos Hill, Calif., 
has been wondering about the fate of her 
husband, Air Force Lt. Gordon Hill, since he: 
was shot down over Laos in 1970.

So she was interested early this year when news report* said Gritz, 44, was leading pri­
vately financed forays into Laos to rescue 
POWs and possibly bring back remains of 
MIAs, as her husband is listed. - 

Then, in April, she heard ft;om a friend that Gritz was telling audieru ;s at fund­
raising events that he was keeping two sets 
of bones and some wreckage from an 
American airplane at his Los Angeles home Gritz hinted the remains were those of 
American flyers lost over Laos, in an interview, Williams said she then

tried to get someone in authority to collect 
the bones from Gritz.

As she put it, "There are 300 MIA families 
who have lived for years not knowing what 
happened to their husbands or their remains. I f  those were bones of American 
flyers, the families had a right to know that, at least."

So she culled the Pentagon, but officials there referred her to the California state government.
Then, she said, with the help of friends, she went to California authorities, who'in 

turn referred her back to the Pentagon.Then. 3he and friends discovered that it 
was against California state law to keep 
human remains in a private residence.She began writing and calling the Los 
Angeles District Attorney's office and asked 
that it take possession of the remains.

On Wednesday, it did so, with the district 
attorney saying the coroner’s office will 
begin examining the bones. I f  they prove 
human, they will be sent to federal authori­
ties for further identification

Bo Gritz
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N o p ro o f on PO W s
recru its
By vvniii Flora

CtW \ 11

Former Green lleret James C 
“Bo" Gntl once asked former 
servicemen (o risk Iheir lives on a 
private HOW rescue mission into 
Laos when he had no hard evidence 
that Americans were being held 
there, four former associates c Irwm 
And. they say. thebuerre mission 

had almost no chance of success 
Gritz has been in the news since 

earty thta year when became back 
tothe United States from Southeast 
Asia and aroused enormous contro­
versy when belaid American HOWs 
were stilt being held m Laos. Two 
weeks ago he admitted to a congres­
sional committee that despite sev­
eral forays into Laos, he still has no 
concrete evidence U.S. servicemen 
are being held there.

o f  G r itz
' * V t • • *
Regarding the latest suirment 

front his former associates, Gnlt 
— ctimrunhippiness with other arti­
cles The Washington Times has 
published about him — said in a 
brief interview that he will not , 
address the issue
The new allegations come from 

four former military men associated 
br.eflvwithGntzin lOSI.Theyare i
former soldiers James R Monaghan 
and Tbra Smith, former Air Force 
officer Mirk Bercnt and former 
Marine pilot Richard Hebert.
In several hours of ioterviews. the 

men detailed how they went to a 
location near Orlando. Fla., in Feb­
ruary and March of 1981 because 
they were convinced that Gritz had 
both government backing and hard

see G R IT Z , page 12A
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i Jam es G "Bo" G nu

G r i t z ’s  t a l e  o f  h e r o i s m  f a b r i c
By WhiM Fkx a* tHMWvyviW^a

Jam es G . "B o " C r itx , the fo rm er G reen B e re t who 
d ire c ted  p r iv a te ly  fin anced  f*OW rescue m iss ion s in to 
Laos, fa b r ica te d  b is  part in  a hero ic m iss ion in V ie tnam  
where he c la im ed  a fe llow  so ld ie r look h i t  l i fe  to  h i t  
com rades m igh t liv e  

In  h is t ra v e ls  to d rum  up support for the POW-MIA 
cause . G n u  has to ld  th e  in sp ira tiona l sto ry  to ge t pub- 
lie  Support fo r h is m is>ions, which are financed p riva te ly  
and have a roused  enormous controversy.

The tro u b le  w ith  G n u 's  story, acco rd ing to A rm y 
reco rds and eyew itn esse s, is  th a t the so ld ie r m entioned 
d id  not com m it s u io d e . th e  b a tt le  d id  not take p la ce  
where and w hen he c la im ed  and . fina lly , G n u  wasn't 
even there.

Now. G n u  adm its the s to ry  is  a "com posite .”  and • 
a lso  says he wasn 't on the  m iss ion  

G n u  grimed fa me e a r lie r  th is  year when news repo rts 
d isc lo sed  th a t the 44-year-old re t ire d  lieu tenan t co lo ­
ne l in  tne G reen  B e re ts  had le d  a p r iva te ly  fin an ced  
ra id  into Laos la s t N ovem ber to re scue  any A m encan s 
s t i l l  be ing  h e ld  th e re .

And. lo s t w eek. G n u  to ld a House subcom m ittee  
tha t he had led  tw o  m ore fo rays into Laos e a r l ie r  th is

yea r in  sea rch  o f  liv in g  .American se rv icem en  held 
s in ce  the V ic tn am g ra  

But G n u  to ld the subcom m ittee  he cou ld  not pro­
v id e  "h a rd  e v id ence" tha t the m en s t i l l  were be ing 
he ld , a lthough he w as con v in ced  th ro ugh  h is  Laotian 
in te llig ence  sources that the A m erican s w ere s ld l there 

At issue  w as G n u 's  c r e d ib i l i t y  a s  h e  c la im ed  to be 
su re  that A m erican s s t i l l  w ere be in g  he ld  there , and

own life  in  a D e cem be r 1905 
Va lley  in  V ietnam .

G n u  to ld h is  a u d ien ce . "As t 
we landed r ig h t in  (he m idd le  • 
fle e in g  to the p ickup  sone. Sl< 
one o f many m ach inegun  bu rs 
ea rs ."

A cco rd ing to the tra n sc r ip t

C h a r le s  B e c k w ith  s a id  in  a n  in te rv iew , " G r it z  w a s  n o t  a l 
m iss io n  w h e re  H o a g la n d  w as k i lle d . Y ou  c a n  q u o te  m e  o n
o ff ic ia ls  from  se ve ra l US in te llig e n c e  agenc ie s sa id  Gnu cou ld  not have hard  proo f th e  men s u l l  were 
be ing  he ld .

The congress iona l session a ro used  th e  c u r io s ity  o f 
ano th e r cv- so ld ie r. fo rm e r sp e c ia l fo r c e s  se rg ean t 
C ha rle s E  H iner. now 47 . c f  F a y e tte v ille , N .C  

M iner a ttended  the h eanng  w dh  the  in ten tion  to con­
fron t G n u  o ve r a  speech G n u  m ade on M ay 79.1981. 
be fo re  a V ietnam  ve te rans h x ich  in  B u ffa lo . N Y  

In  tha t speech . G r iu  to ld  a g rap h ic  ta lc  o f howr a 
sp ec ia l fo rce s sergean t nam ed “H oag land" took hi?

p ub lica tio n , G rrtz con tin ued  
" I t  w as as i f  we w e re  a l l hi: 

down , b is  le g s  sh a tte re d . The 
h e s ta r io o . We a l l c ra sh e d  back 
gle to en c irc le  o iircom rede . Ho 
from  pain o r fear, bu r because I 
to  s ta y  meant c e r ta in  death o r ■ 

Greet then sa id . "E ven  a s w e : 
stra igh tened  p in s on o u r rem . 
b u lle ts  began  cu t t in g  b a rk  try
see GR ITZ , page 12A
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From page one

S till. we co u ld  b u r  Hoaglsnd ic t u j u ik .  'G et the h e ll 
; out o f h ere , now!-"

G n u  then to ld  h is audience that the men "cou ldn 't 
bear to lea re  M ain land to d ie  a tone"
• Out. G n u  «Jud ."H oegU nd'i unspoken devot'an and 

love to r h is b u d d ie s  a l l  irroo  per than life  t t ie l' W ith a 
w h isp ered  go edb re  and a la a t look at Im  m e n d s . 

. . Hoagland p u t h u  AR-15 to b it  head and . be fo re any o f 
- us could re a c t, pu lled the tr igger, e lim ina tin g  in a rw itrh
■ of a fin ge r th e  need for a ll of u s  to b e  the re  H r had not 
. d ied  a lone and ye t we had a chance a t It/e."
j That is  not the way M iner rem em bers the action , 

where he to t  a bead wound.
' He fu rn ish e d  The Washington T im es w ith  o ff ic ia l 
Army re co rd s tha t showed the b a tt le  w here Sgt. C eorgc 
C  Hoagland d ied  w as held on Jan . 29.1966. in stead o f 

J in D ecem ber 196S. as G n tz c la im ed .
The re co rd s  a lso  showed that th e  b a tt le  was at a 

i d iffe ren t lo ca tio n , and they lis te d  17 A m erican s fight- 
i ing there.

G n t i isn 't among them.
Hn a n in le r/ ie w jf tn e :s a id .“ l  can sta te  fo r a fac t that 

G r i t t  w asn 't there . I was, and 1 got a h u d  wound." 
f And. M iner charged , it  would h a re  been d if f ic u lt fo r
■ lloagbifid to hare taken hss own h fesm cc he w as'T iie ra llv  
> blown aw a y . ..h e  was k ille d  in s ta n tly "

M iner d e s c r ib e d  Hoagland aa h a n n g o n e  o f h is a rm s 
• severed from  h ia ro dy  and the o th e r hang ing b y  a 

■J thread.
' i M iner sa id  he beard  about G r tlt 'a  speech on the “o ld 
"I boy network"- among form er sp ec ia l force* men and 
I decided to com e here  to bear G n tz  te s t ify .

He a lm ost con fronted C r ir r  in the h a lls  o f the C an­
non House O ffice  B u ild ing a l te r G n l l ' s  lesnmony bu t 
d id  not because  " I  was so mad. I w as a fra id  I w ou ld 
make a scene.”

M iner's sto ry  is  backed u p b y  C ha rle s B eckw ith , who 
has re t ire d  f rum  tne  A rm y a s co lone l, and who fed tn e  
1930 ra id into Iran  that fo rm er P residen t J im m y C arte r 
o rdered in  an a ttem pt to fre e  the Am erican  hostages 
there IIn  1966. B eckw ith  was a rn sm r tn V ietnam  lead in g  | 
the men in  tha t area , in c lud in g  M iner and Hoagland. j 

He sa id m a n  in terv iew . " G r it i w as not a long on the 
m iss ion  w he re  Hoagland was k il le d  You can quo te tne 
on th a t"

Reacting to these charges. G n tr  co n firm ed  in a tele­
phone in te rv iew  from  h is Califo rn ia home that the sto ry  
w as a ''composite" o f action he had seen tn V ietnam 
and sa id . " I  wasn't a part o f th a t m iss io n  “

And, he conceded , he had on lv "con c lud ed  th a t”  
Hoagland had comm itted su ic ide from  repo rts of the 
cond ition o f the body h r had heard from  o ther so ld ie rs 
who went in  to re scu e  the su rv iv in g  men 

C n tr  sa id  he had been tn a s im ila r  action  w here such  j 
an  in c iden t look p lace , and made up the  com posttr to j 
“get a po in t a r ru s s ” to h is  ve te ran s' aud ience about j 
hero ism  cn  the b a tt le fie ld .

He w an ted to show. G n tr  sa id , th a t sp ec ia l fo rce s ! 
team s "do  not leave a com rade on th e  b a tt le f ie ld ."  1 

l i e  w ou ld  not revea l the name o f the ac tu a l so ld ie r 
who d id  com m it su ic ide . G n u  added . " I  do  u se  that 
i l lu s tra tio n  And the po.nl o f Ihe il lu s t ra t io n  is  that a 
man d id  take  h is  l i fe  to save a te am ... in  b u i ld u ig  ar. 
i llu s t ra tio n . 1 tr y  lo  u k r  a composite o f  experience . I f  
you la k e  one l i t t le  tin y  th ing from  each  experien ce , it 
can  be p resen ted  io a much m are m ean in g fu l way."
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P roo f o f P O W  S igh tings Proiyes E lus ive
By WtOUa Branifinbee ■

BANGKOK, March Z2-Ukt a 
. number c f other Vietivurvme rtfu- 
^ j n .  Ok  toraor captain in Ox Army 

South Vietnam cUared L> have 
>q*fco as American in a reeducation 
^ «am p  long a l io  the Hanoi govern-

- -  aaaoC aaid all were gone.  ...........
I s  sc. Int/mewed by US. officials in 
rjpdoneaia last month after. ha. had

ueue that Garwood—because o f legal 
defenses and IrtigrUvs pending mer _ 
hack pay— haa DCvtr been offiaxfly’ . 
debriefed - ’ ' '

The former marina haa only 
hinted in  praaa interviews that ha - 
knew of other Americans atill in 
Vietnam whila ha waa there.

-- A t tha' same tim* that th* peta/s 
ence of POWs cannot be confirmed.'

  ________________________  it  cannot be finally refuted either..
f le d  hk homeland by boat, the rtf- Thus there is atill p lenty of room fo r/

>^Ugee gave a physical description of believers like Gritx to hew to their -
v b tb e  man he had lest teen kr June'-' oon’dctioo that at least aoroe Aroer—'
>£A97fk; He Mid tha American had icara e rr s ld l bring held.
- "^ ken 'a  Vietnamese name. Nguyen 
'-Van Nam, and was employed taking 
.'•"care of the generators in a rwduca-’ 

: “  don camp rea l the town of Yen Bad 
 about 66 miles northwest of Hanoi.

A U.S official here described tlie 
'refiner's rrpnrt a t "very credible." In 

n//act, he added " I InOw exactly who 
, ! ît u . He's U ilane about Garwood".

“ Maxine Private Robert Garwood. 
-  the former prisoner’ o f wax who 
."T^ led 'to  m un is in Vietnam and re­
al turned to the United States m early 

1979 to a court-martial for collab- 
£  orating with the roeray, hcs been the 1 

^  auhjert o f mimeroas 'POW sight- 
p  in p " reported to the Pentagon, 
t j  Other sieged sighlingr art equally

C n tt aaid th a  month after a se-' . 
ties o f forays into Uoe that he ie' 
aure at least 10 'J5. POWs are s t i l  ■ 
afire in Indochina. But US . officials 
here aaid that he admitted he had no 
solid proof.

(In hia testimony before the 
Howe Foreign Affairs kubevmrmttee 
on Asian arid Pacific a/lsirs Tues­
day. Gritx said he atill believes ot 
least 50 American POWs are being 
held in  Southeast Asia bu t he could 
not provide Congrats with any proof. 
The Associated Prraa reported.

(Frre aeparale Laotian ’  sources’  
gave hia gm ip  evidence O ut Amer. 
icana are alive, C h it said. d e  pront- 

/ " J  to tuns over bw evidenoe to tha 
committee bu t later admitted that it

K.W luwn,. Os ■winwi pa
Critx told oormtUee (hat ke beliwer M  
UA POR's a n  being keM ia Iwhdwow

[When C rila  returnn, hone/he 
said photographs taken by a I  aotiso 
working w ills his group would dkow a 
IM W  camp. But he told the commit- 
tee that when he b o a  i t  f f s  pic­
ture!'now, *1 find nothir ( thee that 
would prtrride any usable mJewce."] 
.  Nevretheleas. GrsU'l

Aooordieg to .a  U iv  official here. 
. Critx aaled hia aaaociale to katp tha 

L e& sa ’ b  Ntkbon - Phanoa until 
Ccjtx could quealioo h im /but tha 

'reaatanea fighter disappeared acrort 
A the border before, the formas apedal 
. forcM fieutaiuot coboal re tonsed to 
.  Thailand in Jo juaxy .. ./ .>

official suggested that
- _ trio .' rnfor nation about Donahue 
•/night have come from, hxm lhiib that 
^ h js/ s tk e r . retired A ir ' Poroe CoL

Vincent Donohue of Coooa Beach, 
j jP t s v h o d  d is tr ibu tedvp ra r io ta ly  
* aloe* the Thai- [w itiaa border in a 
/n iille ss search lo r hia too.
Ta  Tha information about Donohue 
was.apparenlly the "POW. ID” Gnlx 

'aaid ha had obtained and waa trying 
to confirm in a repotted .Inp into 
Laca io Februory. -.*•

■ -• Subsequent!/, Grrlx haa indicated 
•• (hat he fr tB  portly responsible for, 
Vietnam'a decisinn to provide a team 
o f US. officials w ilh  infomiatioo this 

. month on 12 Americans missing in 
the Vtetiuro and presumed .dead. 
But a paltidpant in tha dealings

- with Hanoi on the M IA  iasut aaid it 
.  was w lik e ly  that Critx had n sythuy
to do with tha dAvbpwvewt 
. The U S . officials w an  atuprieed ■ 
that the oevwr. men-

ratsed a t least one fam it/a hope* . tiooeri the Critx raidC during their Cefca ympeeae la testdy m Ca|4d'in. Ik  asU
' ,  , i1* 8?  Tj ^  L *° .  basically consisted o f reports from .. •hen it  was repotted that a Laotian meeting, the participant la id ,
a . donumrd. Yet none' haa provided v |aotian amociatea and was not o f ' resistance fighter working w sdiG ritx' .' ..T h e  official said tha t '. in . list
5  tn)' prw* .™ t .“ >f, , , :  P ^ w n  o f a •Joom ie ita iy ' nature. ’ had returned to Thailand fnso Laoa :. March 10 meeting-in - Hanoi.- the» vw arm ctill hr in* k*lrl m \,v̂ tvu-k;*- . . . . . .  .. . •  . -. ^r are still being held in Indochina. 
I ;  The emotional issue, which ramc 
*1 up again wilh the rorgraKiotud tes- 
5  limotsy today of the ex-Grren fin e  I 
^  POW hunter James G. ( Ib l  Critx, 
^  continues to occupy the three-man 
^  Bangkok office of the i t s v i i i b m l  
(■ Joosl Cowially Resnhltkm Cesitef. 
a*. And it is a ennunuing source of fnr»- 
'. tratinn to those rf .jlm e  n th  the

("I have the same evidence that 
m ight be presented by a clergyman 
to convince you that God estsu," he 
Mid

[T h e n  your evidence rests el- 
c lu iiv r ly  on ryrm lnem  f t  port. T" he 
wax asked by Hep. Stephen Sotiwx 
(I) N.Y.g 

[ T h . l v  o irm t , air," C ritx an-

w ilh  * c ju euoo rm ft 4lW ndly com- - V>Hii4jnc*c prov*<icd t  1 *1  o f 12 

p lf ltd  by « POW. Grilx, then i i  C*i- .  A/nrricxnt on wSotn they mk! ihqr
i/oruu, rw e tv td  Ihc tu m t of the 
purported prooner in code in i  trte- 
.pho iu caU from an o w * t e  m 1K0 

northew tfm  Tha* border Com of 
Nikhcni PhnnonL Th« nann wai 
Morgan Jefferson [\w*ofu». m Aif 
Force HrU bruteru^it «bol fVivri ©vcff ana »n |*V>a

Had rrcrn tly  obtained inform* borv 
All were airmen downed in North 
Vietnam, nnd Uw Vietnaxneao irxb* 
<»Ud they hwd recovm d the re- 
nuina o f mme bu t not oil o f than, 
tbe UjS. ofTVuit viidL 

Aorordin)f to MIA upran liiU  Here.awl   .1 l (  . . -i n f  AA a

ia u i Knrkxmen unAnaxw'ed. for % i ment fa trying la dLmify & 
during tho V irtn jro  VVor cu rren tiy .'J len  iitofcxiatenoe. ?
are listed as m inio* a d a sn fra tio a  lrr’1973 the PmU^ou fati 
OmI prmucoefl they are legally alhre* 1 Ibu/lJOO perrew aa miwtn 
and qualifies thon for oontioued p fy  * boo m Indochina. I t  b  und. 
and prwnoOona. •* thei'anned aervxri sSave an

The rest a rt d m if ie d  an killed- the reclaimfica tiorts.
M^oetion, body not rrcovered. Thb 
Means families are entitled to death 

’ benefits, b u t the Jotiwe occamosiairy 
has a rouxd  sharp prmesta from rrl-

?or example, i s  o f 1900 
Dmrdwe r t >  still UHcd aa 1 

F> 1902 he woo ofTidaBy cor 
dwdL US. ofTbCtah berr eta nr
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26 MEN -  -  APPARENT!. Y DIED IN  VAIN '
. . . .  In ordor to satisfy tha concerns ot our Pres, 

end to eliminate the throat ot any embarrassing infor­
mation Hewing trom Gen. Norioga -  -  and to nrn*y;' 
lamLV Investments in Pannma —  tho Panamanian 
raid was organized Just In timo (or oi! Israeli agents 
(along with front man Michael Hararl) to escape . . . .

. . . .  Now that the threat to the Bush Presidency 
& family Investments Is eliminated, the State Dept, in­
tends to eliminate all financial control and rixtrift'nrn 
on Panama. . . .  Sen. John F. Kerry, (0-Mass.) who 
has held extensive hearings on money laundering and 
the use ot the Panamanian banks was quoted by tne 
NYT as saying *I am vary concerned about I t ' . . . .  But, 
he doesm Intend to D O  anything about it. . . .

 Maybe you ought to drop a note to Sen,
Kerry Indicating that you ere also concerned with the 
appearance that the 26 men were sacrificed to Insure 
the high ratings ol Bush In the contrived polls —  and 
to protect his famlr/'s Panamanlcn Investments. . . .
THE INSANITY OF DRUG DECISIONS -  -

CANNOT BE EXPLAINED BY STUPIDITY!
.... Nothing could more Illustrate the Insanity ol 

the Bush Govt's, thrust In the ’ drug war* than the elimi­
nation ol economic sanctions against Panama - -a n d  
the abandonment ot the entire oount7  back to the 
drug lords— And tha Israolls. . . .

. . . .  IVhar did these 2 ( men die end324 eultor 
wounds fo r??.... Why is thure little concern for the 
apparent betrayal o l tha nation's youth?

IS GENOCIDE —
Being Enforced on our nation's Youth ? ?

On. Enq. Zfh90 

Why Free the Panamanian Banks Now ? ? - -
Just to ralnvlgonie the B ush hotel chain In Panama 77

. . . .  The U.S. Imposed economic sanctioi 
Panama In '66 —  supposedly in an atlem] 
money laundering -  -  and yet, alter Amerl 
has been shed, these sanctions are aboui 
denlv canceledl . . .  .Insanity or Treason]

CONTROLS SHOULD BE TIGHTEN ^
not elirfiJnai

. . . .  Indood a military gsvl under the direction ot 
the Southern Command ol the U.S. AflMY stxoutd be 
left in place to abraVfnV control the economy -  -  and 
to see that r.o dn.es are allowed In —  and no drug 
a a l l l  deposited in the Panamanian banks. . . .

KIDS ARE DYING OF DRUG OVERDOSE—
IN OUR CITIES!

.... Consider the clipping below describing how 
American youth are being devastated by crack cocaine 
and (orced to se7 their bsd^r »  mis* np-ev tor drupsl 
Just look at the suicide rate___

MOST TEENAC_  SUICIDES -  -
ARE DRUG RFIATFDI
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 Sulddas per 100,000 Teal Population.. . .  Bssk
data horn National C aw  lor Hoxn Statistics, tasad on pub­
lished and unpublishod statistical e * .  Division or Vital Ststat-Sts. Dopartmont ol Health end Human Semes s____Ra-prlntodfrom "Amorist la Pray or not as Pray? ' . . . .  It you haven't otdorod this bcchyot. do to now —  ony X.SS Iran our Cincinnati olCcts. . . .  (Prayor R t f  pnthibltaan  pubde schools In 1SSS)....

.... Look at the suicide rate in the chtrt above 
to get an Idea ol whet is happening In tnis country. Is 
George Bush Insane - -or Is ha a vicious erode?

. . . .  I think that he has mado a conscious deci­
sion— to ignore tha suffering o! Americans end c a t  
llcuia’ Iv.YOUlh— In order lo guarantee his oamonal 
survival as Pras’dent—  and to put Norlegt in l  very 
deop hole so that he cannot reach the American press 
and ravaal the true American policy on drugs or the 
existence ol Bush family Investments In Pensma. . . .

PANAMA TO RECEIVE$1 BILLION
IN U.S. AID!— FOR WHAT??

.... The financial control should not only be 
continued -  -  but also M t t n t d  -  -  and psople In­
stalled, who are friendly to the U.S., In positions oi 
power In the Panamanian Govt. —  so as to ouarartft 
that the security ol tha U.S. Is not threatened by drugs
-  -  and that the Invasion S loss ol lie was not in valnl

.... Alter an. It our security Iniorests are threat­
ened by the drug llow -  -  (at George Bush has said),
-  -  then why are we abandoning our controls over 
Panama and not Installing U.S. citizens in positions ot

t̂ioii??VVseVT TJY s''hr—f. Im L-.u/ nllM>e )x>i *<uab4i tort* KOy Ol IN* D uttcn u ’ toot* N ICfp p —

NYTXMO—
.... StltrJSon is only de frstpaymork award** 

mertoiblt sum olSl bISan In U.S. Aid. . . .  itthnSl baton
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YOUR TAX MONEY IS SUBSIDIZING —
THE DESTRUCTION OF AMERICA'S YOUTH!

. . . .  No! only are economic sanctions being 
lifted —  but tne U.S. Congress has now passed a $42 
million aid package— to be given to tho vtiy people 
who art hoping to kd American teenagers and youth 
in U.S. dtios. . . .  Tne aid package has - - no ra«trie. 
Jigas A'a Strings ehe^edl

IMPEACHMENT—
—  The Only Solution tor Goa. V a n e r Bush!

. . . .  After at, tf the Panamanians wish to allow 
enemies of the U.S. to use thoir oount/y - -  thon the 
Panamanians themselves ate enemlos and shauid bn 1'eatad. at su cM ....

. . . .  The canal treaty should be canceled forth­
with, -  -  the aid package administered eniuthrounh 
U.S. fplftery control. —  and the U.S. grip on the coun­
try should be held for an indefinite oedcd —  until the 
c'altens of Panama can prove thomselves not to be In­
terested In Israeli hit squads and Israeli domination - -  
as explained In our January Issue. . . .

. . . .  Tne lifting of sandions Is a crime against 
America —  and cannot be explalnod away with ration­
ality, but is a further signal of the need to Impeach 
Gaorae Bush and throw h’m out of ofiicel ■ ■..

YOU WILL PAY HIGHER TAXES —
TO HELP KEEP THE—

Fake 'War on Drugs" In Operation!
. . . .  More prisons e'e bolng proposed across 

me U.S. on bath Federal and State levels. Not only 
will the drugs continue to flow In, - -  but we will be fi­
nancing several billion S'a for new prisons. . . .

 Trtcse are not to house drug dealers par­
ticularly. -  -  but lo lock uo tho youth cfAmerlce —  
who have been trapped Into crack cocaine -  -  or even 
marijuana use by the very people who run this country 
Irom behind the scenes. . . .

. . . .  Just look at the announcement bolow re- i 
garding the passage ot ad Jitional sales tax In the state . 
of Ohio to finance now prison construction . . . .  ’

Cn. Pen S/7/90
. . . .  Tn.s elide from Cincinnati Is typical of 

wnsi is going on across Amor.ca -  -  and is sympto
mat c ol the criminal policies In the U.S What
aanse does it make to lock up small tlm6 users of 
drugs -  -  and to charge us for the cost ot building 
more prisons - -  when the Cow ol drugs Is being gn. 
ctu'haedb'Bush opl-des? ? .. . .
ISRAELIS TO RESUME —

CONTROL OF PANAMA... ?
 No doubt, once the restrictions have been

lilted cn Panamanian banking. —  the Israelis will

. . . .  The $42 mill,on aid package obviously will 
Include last payments to the Jewish businessmen 
- - a s  discussed In last month’s newsletter -  -  much 
foster than the aid provided by me Federal Govt, to the 
U.S. victims of hurricane Hugs and the San Franasco 
eanhquake. . . .

FEDERAL AID TO PANAMA PAID QUICKLY- -  
BUT NOT TO HUGO VICTIMSI

—  ABC did a special documentary on earth, 
quake aid in San Franctsoo. . . .  The federal efforts to 
aid Americans are not only sieten'ng, but c-immsti 
. . . .  The Foderal Govt, doesn't deliver aid to the U.S. 
victims ol disasters. -  they de.ivor stacks olBiionr 
(wenhtoss paper) to be tilled out. . . .

. . . .  Panamanian businessmen, howevor will be 
prompily compensated by the Stato Dept. In cash -  -  
and up front -  -  without any delays cf woeks & months 
dr waiting for bureaucratic processos to work. . . .  tVa 
will like belter cere ol the Jewish businessmen In 
Panama than we will our own disaster victimsI

PANAMA RESISTING —  
U.S. P R E S S U R E —  

TO ALTER BANKING LAW S!

.... There wiil be no currency transaction re­
ports (CTR's) In Panamal. . . .  II Pro s. Guillermo En- 
dara has anything to say about it -  -  no Panamanian 
bank will have to ti.e CTR’s cn the r cash deposes 
—  and no local businessmen wii have to file an 8600 
form, as Is the case for automobile dealers and others 
here In the U.S.

FRONT PAG ENYT STORY

£
Pressure; on® anl®aws
Amirlm U»«ljrwnniU elKUU 7>’u  » nstfhmcnkv.: Prtiiitol1' ’■ laUito) rt4<l<W0ciuaiati’P»rac«- irui c* weltn baiihl »$/• p»c<! lu Uun:r cm *»! Pwts.'ia'a tnartut cwvsrlm .

LeadSwy - - NYT ZS/SO
.... Thoy will be fiee from t.-ese restrictions in 

soite of the Invasion of their country by the U.S. - -  
supposedly to "win the drug war- . . . .  Was tha really 
tho reason lor the Panamanian invasion?. . . .  I think 
not. . . .  Tne invasion had rr.uth more sinister motives 
as we have discussed previously end on page 81. . . .
NYT REVEALS—
NORIEGA'S PEOPLE STILL IN CONTROL —  

Of the Banking Commission o l Panama1

. . . .  In a NYT cover story 26/90. Stephen Labs- 
ton discussed the shocking plans is release the Pana­
manian economy to tne control ot the local leaders. 
Such blatant disregard lor a ma^-cono-tu-'ivto slop 
the flow of drugs Imo the U.S. pro .os the hypocrisy o'
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N O R I E G A  IS G O N E  —
Sul the Drugs and M o n e y  L aunderers Remain!

.... U.S. officials hove long said that they have 
evict nee that Panamanian banks wore used to laun­
der money during the Noriega regime . . . .  AH tne 
banns with whom Noriega's staff are said to have dealt 
sr’ttTK'n -  -  and ere operational. . . .  The only 
quest on that remains Is whether wo will let them gel 
away with It....

. . . .  Aocording to tho NYT, Guillermo Enda's 
and other officials ofjhe new Panamanian Govt, are 
reststng U.S. pressure to change the banking laws 
that made the country a drug have.n Ir. the firs! place.

—  Also -  -  our State Oept. has 'strongly 
urged Penama to revise Ha banking laws’ . . . .  What a 
joke! —  You can |udge how much pressure is being 
put cn by the U.S. State Dept, regarding drug control 
matters by re-reading our discussion In last month's 
news'etler (pg. 1 1 ) . . . .  The WVTclalms to have dis­
covered a •grow.ng tension* between tho two nations 
over the question of banking regulation.t

K E Y  P A N A M A N I A N  OFFICIALS  —
LI N K E D  T O  M O N E Y L A U N D E R I N G I

.... According to Mr. Labaton ol the NYT,
-  -  an extensive reviow ol banking documents and 
ccui records in Panama show that senior leaders In 
the EnCana Govt, had a strong tie to corrupt banks.. . .  
Several Panamanian banks have been Indicted and/or 
the. ccw.n because ol pressure from the U.S.

. . . .  New they y.'ill 3Q. 
cs-?n:V be a"cwed to n»038". 
Vi rat's more, Pres. Endara is 
a ovec.or o! a Panamanian 
berk used extensively by 
Cosmbia's Medellin drug car- 

le'l. . . .
. . . .  V.P. Guillermo Ford 

is enairmar. c! the banking 
comm. -  -  & is pan owner of 
t-.e Dadeiand Bankcf Fla. —  
wnch was named In a court 
case 2 yrs. ago as a central 
institution for the canols. Pros. Ouillormo Endara
N O  I N T E R E S T  IN D R U G  C O N N E C T I O N S !

 According to the N Y T  -  - th e  new Attorney
General o' Panama. Regello Cruz, is cne of tho 
cesses cf tne Cali drug catrtol in Colombia. . . .  Appar* 
e*:y the U.S. Govt, under Geargo Bush is making ca 
t'-cl to get rid ol the Panamanian Govt, officials who 
have drug connections. . . .

 Tr.us we come to the obvious conclusion
- -  the 2$ men died In volnll -  -fu st for the per- 
so*al security of George Bush and to protect his taml- 

very large Investments In Panama. . . .

P A N A M A N I A N  B A N K  S E C R E C Y —
S H O U L D  B E  S U S P E N D E D !

. . . .  I am all far bank aecrecy -  -  but net 'o- ovh 
n-tns c‘ a'»vit» the drug cant's In destab'llzina the 
L'.S-t . . . .  We know the CIA went to great lengths to 
•set uo* the Swiss Justice mtmstor Elizabeth Kopp end 
re* h-scanc who had been aiding money launderers

. . . .  Isn't it a tittle bit strange -  -  that such ottons 
would be used to implicate a SINGLE  Swiss business­
man and his politician wife -  -  while at tho same time 
we waste the fives o! 26 American men -  -  a n d B M  
turn the Panamanian banking Institute over to the drug 
money launderers who are still In power? . . . .

BUSH AGENDA -- EX P O S E  P I
. . .  .Obviously this exposes ihe hidden agenda

—  which is not to a'd tne U.S. In riddlnc itsaif ol 
d/uos —  but rather to sae that the drugs continue to 
flow In.... With regard to Switzerland, the policy 
seems to be to embarrass the country and implicate Hs 
legitimate banking secrecy lows for purposes of har­
assment, embarrassment and Intimidation. . . .

U.S. B A N K S  A L S O  G U I L T Y—
O F  M O N E Y  LA U N D E R I N G !

. . . .  Panamanians have taken tho position that 
the U.S. should reorganize its own banking system 
first —  and leave Panama alone . . . .  Their point is 
well tekenl. . . .  After all, tha punishment meted out 
against the two largest drug cases In the U.S shows 
that the U.S. officials are not particularly tough on 
banks which launder drug money. . . .  Consider:.,.,

FINES - I N T E R E S T  O N  CAPITAL  —
FOR 14  DA YS lr •

. . . .  Fines and settlements ol SS million were 
paid (over a period of 4 years) —  In tho ease ot 
Eaneo Occldonte -  -  and SIS million for the bank ol 
Credit Commerco Intarnational. . . .

. . . .  Both banks admitted In court that their 
Panamanian branches oxtenslvely laundered drug 
money. . . .  Panamanians asked 'how can you ask us 
to dose a bank in Panama when ell you do in Ihe U.S 
is charge them with minimal linos?" Good Question
—  when the SIS million In lines on CCI Bank Is equal 
to Interest on the bank's capital lor about 14 dayal

. . . .  The Panamanians correctly point out that it 
is not the policy ot the Bush Admin, to stop the flow o! 
drugs -  -  but simply to play games and loot the public 
- - end they ere correcll.... They kagm Bush's 
'Drug War" is take!

. . . .  The bottom lino: —  we have an Admin, that 
has avoided any opportunity to closa Panama as a 
drug corner -  -  and will continue to avoid the opportu­
nities unless we fc. co them to do otherwisol. . . .  You 
can help by distributing thousands & thousands ot 
sample copies ot "CriminalPolitics!". . . .  Meanwhile, 
your children and grandchildren in our neighborhoods 
will continue lo sulier! Let's do somelhl.no about Itl

.... Are we as Americans n'm'd to place this 
bumper slicker on our cars??—  The Bush impeach­
ment process -  -  staris N O W . —  We have nothing 
to Ltso —  and everything to gain!....

Order n o w - -  $1,00 each —  "IMPEACH B U S H  - .........................   humnnr A tlrk n r*  or W3lt
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WHITE HOUSE C A L L S  FOR  -  -  

CONCENTRATION CAM PS  

FOR KID S ON DRUGS!

—  Several federal Judges have publicly ceiled 
Isr decriminalization of drugs In recent days . . . .  At 
the same time, the Bush Admin, has apparonlly asked 
Congress to pass “emergency legislation' casino hr 
concentration cnmntm...,

....Tho White House Is asking that the bill be 
Introduced by the end cf February. . . .  According to 
the “Spotlight’ ol 2/12 the sponsors of these bills are 
Sen. Phil Graham (R-Tex.), and Rep. Nowt Gingrich 
(R-Ge.). . . .

. . . .  This Incredible legislation would last Indefi­
nitely or supposedly until the "Drug War’hzd been
won It calls for housing prisoners In tents, military
batrccks, or other temporary shelters surrounded by 
bcrbed wire -  -  with tho ostensible purpose of.solvlng 
ths overcrowding problom in existing prison facilitios.

. . . .  in othor words they cennot bi'IIdar/sons 
fait enough/..-.. This is a scandal ol national propor­
tions!. . . .  How far will Americans let them g o - - b e­
fore they realize just nhat Is going on?,,..

D R U G  P O S S E S S I O N  IS N O W  A  CIVIL CRIMEI

. . . .  In cose you didn't knew It. on 12/2/83 unoor 
orders from tne White House, Attorney Gen. Thorn­
burgh announced that possession of no more than one 
miflofl ol marijuana —  or a o'am of heroin, cocaine, or 
meinapheiamine -  -would be prosecuted as a *g!£
Vo Won* - -  not erlmlnall —

. . . .  This means that under fedoral law tney 
nave done away with tho 4th Amondmentl. . . .  There 
Is no requirement for civil violations to establish prob­
able eauso before being searchod . . . .  They have 
arso done sway wilh protection against unwarranted 
searches and seizures.

 Tnere are no warrants Issued by a judge re­
quired under civil proceedings. . . .  Thus they have 
destroyed the 4th Amenoment -  -  as well os tho ecn- 
cect ol a person being Innocent until proven guilty.

. . . .  This apoare.ntiy Is in preparation lor tempo-

COULD m i  BE SET  UP’ —
ON DRUG CHARGES??

. . . .  It Isn't vary difficult to "pUnt"an ounce of 
marijuana -  -  or •  gram of cocaine In your car, your 
truck, your off.ee desk drawer, or In your home . . . .

 Once this trick Is performed, oil they have to
do Is march In, conduct a search fwtnout a warrant! 
- - a n d  you can be convicted undor civil rogulotions 
for drug v.oiations (StO.OOO fines and Jail sontencesj

THE'CONCENTRATION CAMP' -  -
CONGRESSMEN

Nowt Bins rich 2433 Rayburn Phil Cramm SR-370 RussellHouso Otr.co Buttding Senate Office Building 'Wash. D.C. 20SIS-100S Wash. P.O. 20S10-40031202122S-450I (202)224-2234
r •. . . .  you need t» write those gentlemen andnnaritv 

protost this Gostopo se-eeilod "emergency legislation. ’

BUSH REFUSES  —
T O  STOP SHIPMENT OF CHEMICALS 

. . . .  Required lo Produce CocaineI 
(more evidence lor a special prosecutor)

,,., Tno U.S. Is ths til supplier of chemicals 
necessary for the production ol cocaine . . . .  It Is also 
a major supplier of arms to tho drug cartelsl. . . .

. . . .  In case you doubt this, you may rolor to the 
ABC evening news on 2/S/90 which carried a report ol 
Congressional testimony by Sen. Harry Retd (D-NV) 
who complained that U.S. based oil companies were 
not bolng regulated In ihe shipment of chemicals nec­
essary to the production ol drugs. . . .  These drugs 
are; 1 ) Acetone 2) Elhyl-Ether

. . . .  The drug companies Involved are large 
international Trilateral concerns including Chevron, 
Exxon and Shell. . . .  These companies are Incredibly 
large concerns whose gross revenues (each one) are 
as large as tha GNP ol many sma'I countries. . . .

BUSH REFUSES TO LIMIT SHIPMENTS OF 
CHEMICALS BY TRILATERAL COMPANIES
. . . .  For example, Exxon's gross revenuos are In 

the area cl$40 billion. Thoy operate in every corner of 
tho glooe and produce literally thousands of energy ro­
tated products and chemicals Wnilo prisons aro
bomg built, and emergency temporary facilities con­
templated for Ihe casual drug user, George "Carter

t* el** *rHar* limit!**

. . . .  A shocking development! According to s 
now bill -  -  "The National Drug and Crime Emergency 
Act"- - minor drug offenders will be held lor lenglhy 
sontsncos in concentration ecmps —  or faciiilios that 
wouid be considered equal to a concentration camp.



COLOMBIA INDIGNANTLY DEMANDS —  

BUSH ACT—
. . . .  To Stop Chemicals and Arms ShipmentsI

Pros. Barcool Colombia has Indignantly 
damandsd that Bush act to stop th# shipment ot "drug 
chemise!:"and arms to the drug cartels. The Iwo 
ehomleaii were the subject ot International agree­
ments worked out In Jan. In Colombia by Stale Do?:, 
deputies responsible tor International narcotics manors.

NYT 2/10Z90

. . . .  It Is only because the leaders ol Colombia, 
Petu, and Bolivia demanded action —  thal Ihe situ­
ation reached the U.S. press at a ll. . . .  Otheiwlse 
there would have been no public notico regarding their 
bellol thal these "drug chomicals'cto being made 
available by U. S./Tdint ere.' comfo'ites I Tho Latin 
leaders also insist that we curtaii tha Illegal oxport ol 
somi.autnmatic weapons and firearms to tholr coun­
tries . . . .
DOUBLE STANDARDS ON FIREARMSI

 I think ll Is interesting that George Bush Is
involved In a major campaign to limit American clU- 
Zens' access 10 firearms —  while he has done noth­
ing (until torcod) to limit the shlpmont of firoarms to the 
areas In which the drug cartels --porate . , . .

 The Santa Cruz agreements forcing Bush
to act on bom those points wiil be signed Thursday 
Feb. 15!h when they moot for a 6 hour session In 
Cartagena. Colombia. . . .

A POLICY OF GENOCIDE —
BY DRUG ADDICTION!

 Gonocide is delined as the ox-

termination of a national or racial group 
- - a s  an organized criminal plan.

m mMSSSf
" M

I -By Cecil WilliafPe'Jry ::.

NYT 2/15/30

—  with SS9.000 teenage drug 
year, our nation's youth has

. . . . I t  would ap­
pear to this observer 
mat George'Carter' 
Bush eppoars wail on 
tho way to ths extermi­
nation of a vlablo 
economy and Ihe 
hoalthy youth of Amer­
ica -  -  based upon his 
rsfusal to I'mll tho re­
quired drug chemicals 
necessary In tho pro­
duction of cocaine. . . .

. . . .  Note carefully, 
addicts created every

. . . .  This B jsh  policy would be akin to the So­
viet policy of dropping toys from aircraft which explode 
upon being picked up by young chlldron In Afghani­
stan. Both are Trilateral policies —  one exocuied by 
me Soviets —  iho other by the Occupational Govt, 
here In the U.S.

. . . .  In both policies me youth cf tho nation are 
targeted -  -  crippled and hand rapped omotionaly 
tnd/or physically destroyed —

TWO CLASSES OF U.S. CONGRESSMEN

. . . .  On one hand we nave Senator Harry Reid 
who Intelligently offered testimony and pleaded for the 
Govt, to do something about limiting theso chemicals 
from U.S. concerns___

. . . .  On the other hand, we huve the "puppets’ 
*1 the Trilateral regime of George Bush, (Gingrich and 
Gramm) who are working against America's Interests 
in attempting to set up concentration camps which are 
to be utod to Incarcerate recreational drug abusers.

. . . .  Thoughtful citizens (especially ol Georgia i 
Toxas) wiil want to communicate their outrage to Gin­
grich o! Georgia and Gramm of Texas and lo con­
gratulate and encourage Harry Reid to Introduce a bill 
to prohicit tha export of these chomicals except under 
!ha strictest licensing procedures. . . .

. . . .  It should be noted that black Americans 
should take special interest In drug chemical limitation 
—  because ol tho higher level o! suffering by black
citizens through drug usage and overdose In
short. I believe that our George "Carter" Bush Admin, 
has adopted a policy of genocide againot the Ameri­
can people....

SOLUTIONS LIE - - I N  NEW 
PENALTIES FOR BANKS —  

not in Concentration Camps!

. . . .  As we have pointed cut so ollen In Iho 
past, banks are totally tree cl reporting requirements
-  -  if the monoy Is wired of shorn!___ This may be
hard to bolievs, but the (act remains that o drug doaler 
can walk Into a bank lay down S500.000 In cash -  -  
and have It wired to Panama or Isw i!

. , ,  .This money canihon bo rewirodpe ck to the 
U.S. bank without having any reports Mod or without 
breaking any law. . . .  There Is STILL no Impediment 
to a Dank accepting drug deposits so long as tne 
money Is wired olishore. . . .
ANNUNZ'O STANDS UP TO TRIL AT BANKS

. . . .  An old friend el mine, Rop. Frank Annunzio 
(D-lil.) tortunatoly -  -  has Introduced an honest to God 
a ’-ftflrup bill (HR384S). . . .

. . . .  It requires federal bank regulatory agencies 
(against their will if necessary) -  -  to mvoko the char. 
m-c of rinenciet inst:tutbrs found ou/'.y of knowingly 
flocor'ir.o deposits from ileoni ra rc rio IrnfUckors-----

ComiwoiPS 7
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putvrei:. 5.t t-/ es-.-pms orliggosbens rcjec.tj fco buying coVrj. orr-eip.-g otory typo e! issir til not InHKded ai'eii al Ltvcircmteetem not 10 
eansrvu t,-vat-on; ss.cj Such ct.-'T.cr.a w  bates upon no pania vetcc.-jirencsy poises »-.g p-a.edti.i beng obeut t  padcatV taut 
e.t no icp'tio'.ue-. 4 cc:i Bit! I ' i r o o -  vt-i:: pc.ictiy r.o One sop.ento cl e era 1 00' out lo be eem-ng tnd ckoW/ no grerenxa el pa’.i not 
gutffies s;t US tots« rare, no1 Vtc.-So:, re- an on/ suck svtra-.tso be WpSotf February 1990

HATS OFF TO —
FRANK ANNUNZIO!

. . . .  Hals off to tnis 
courageous mcnl. . . .  
Acecrc.ng to & stall mem­
ber 0! me House Comm, 
the bin has 24 co-spon­
sors . . . .  In comparison 
to Frank Arwunzio, Son, 
John Kerry rune the Sen­
ate suooemmitiee on 
drugs —  & adamantly 
refuses to consider 
bankingloop ho lds!... .

Rep Prank Annumb . . . .  Ho has shown 
timo and again complete 

disdain tor any i m tel ons on tho rights cl NY banks 10 
lake drug money. Kerry is more concerned about LU^ 
pnnn'o -  -  partcula’iy Lrtte oaoo'e who wish to with- 
draw or depose cash in their accounts.

.... 11 is because ol Kerry's committee that tho 
Troas. Dent. >s able to reduce cash reporting require­
ments cown to the 'zero level'in targeted cities. Thus 
//you happen tc live in a targeted area* 8hd withdraw 
$500 0! ycur hard-earned tax paid monoy, a socret re­
port on you may be Med to tho Treas. Dept, (thanks to 
Son. Kerry)___

. . . .  We will send Kerry b Ar.nunzio a copy ot 
this, but you t its  "eei to send than 3 copy . . . .  An- 
nunzio w il need encouragement. . . .  Ptense dive it to 
h<ml....

N O W - -  A  y g '.y O U T R A G E  - -
FROM SEN. JOHN KERRY!

Sena te  P anel Says T rea su ry  H a s  F ailed  

To Curb N on-B ank M oney L a u n d e r in g
0* y».i M I tttvu t : if»:r?zj pci► •• f ce e» I Ul’i SIM I'lncvr.:" i'lH.-f. ■ TICUJA

w s j  m a o

. . .  New Kerry has shown complete disregard 
ter iho g .roc cs ss-.c practiced aga’nst tho American 
people tn-cug" drug addiction. He s zeroing In on 
r-nn'/aeoos'tcrs -  -  cima-v investors who may have 
a tproign bank account. . .

"HUNDREDS CF MILLIONS OFS ‘S  —
SITTINS IN ISLAND BANK ACCOUNTS!"

 Ho sa c */ boliove thal there are hundreds ot
millions c/ dot.ers cf taxpayer money -  -Just silling out 
there in island ctnk axounts'... . Korry has called 
e.t me Senate Ba-rung Committee to undertake a -  -  
- « e ' s 1-%-eet aa’ on of o'ls'.iore moiav launderino

. . . .  Yes, apparently Kerry thinks thal the SSL's 
are somehow connectod to the drug prcblom and 
wants on investigation ol ollshore bank accounts -  -  ring umo'ppifh invetr!pnt!nn o* cffshc’O tank ac­
counts) ____
KERRYSAYS —  "THEGLOBAL VILLAGE"
IS ONLY FOR TRILATERAL PARTY PEOPLE!
 Let Kerry know that ha needs '0 close Ihe wire

reporting loopholes (or the big banks -  -  and have 
their charters rescinded for accepting drug doposlts 
-  -  and not to worry about Island bank accounts oper­
ated by middle class Americans 10 held hard curren­
cies and gcid beyond the reach ol T E R R R O R C R A T S  
in Washington. . . .

. . . .  We need tc convey a message to Sen.
Korry that me "global village"\s not Jus) lor his frionds 
and the NY banks, -  -  but for everyone I . ... If we are 
in (act pad of a "global village’atvi miardopondent 
upon one another, -  -  then why shouldn't middle class 
citizens be aliowod offshore bank doposits w.thoul 
special attention 8hd harassment by San. Kerry and 
his cohorts in the Bush Gavll. . . .

TriS C R IM IN A L  PO L IT IC S

F A K E

CONSERVATIVE LIST

Those Who Front tor TrllatiZionist Interests 
. . . .  You bot! —  In order to accomplish tholr 

goals tie 2>o tistTrilaterai Combine usss some ol their 
pi-, n ceoo’e -  -  to Infiltrate and demoralize the ranks 
sf conservative patriots. . . .

. . . .  Tnoso pcop'o spook s good piece end otion 
gii-o tho improssicn tha! inoy ospousp no conservative posi­
tion. b.t rvcrch our -  -  they hove merely covorod rnoir 
pclnroo oors end sio-p loelh with a sheep's r.ooco Thoy 
era dengtnusty deceptive

1) Paul Woyrich -  -  Associate ef 
B.ii Konnody S Larry Abraham.

2) Wm. Buckley.
3) Wm. Bennett 
c) Geo. F. Will
5) Alexander M. Haig. Jr.6) Jack Kemp
7) Jean Kirkpatrick8) Ben Wanenberg
9) Ed Fuemer

1C) N ew t G in g r ic h

NiwiGlnykii--- 
Tto ’tMcin/ntkn 
uxpCttiytWRtnT'

TK4  a * :e 3 tc;Mr :.vo cf •CRMtNAl PCliT.CS' .. W*o tj xm 
c.'f h|:7? .. Send m \2*1 iwy^jw.*! - - & c l
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BorotheU Dropped— In Les Angeles 7T'rr.es.... Accusations never ohaiier.gedl

N O R I E G A  R E N E G E D  —
0 / 7  BUSH FAMILY BUSINESS DEAL!

TRIGGERING INVASIONI

 7k s is eno o! the matt shocking end as over putilshadl.. ..It proves boy and doubt that Pros. Bush Is a crlmnal
anse Crstcass tracer to Amariu' Tha invasion at Panama was a despereta movo to protect his tamttes' invoilmonu. . . .
The Z$ men who wero socr.lted wore (un/mown to then1) pan el a ’hit squad’.-  Ruth’s n — i at n—*/--NOT A-r-'-j-'ri

-  -

.

Si MILLION F A Y O F F  T O  N O R I E G A  —
BY BUSH'S BROTHER!

....Tha LA.
Tir.es, ail tha way 
oa:* cn De:. 30 has 
dropped a bombshell! 
, ...t tw a s  one ol 
those hcrdsy week­
end issues mat very
le-.v peop a react

. . .  .Tn*Bush 
le.rr.y is c»e:vf_- 
ygk-na In Pri-.T-anlf.n 
b .in e s s  e ‘ ie:'s —  
an: has naoe sub­
stantia! investments In 
tne hundreds ol mil­
lions cfS'sin Panama

....Put etAehh rcslhdtSrgs —treUsmcS.... town ovtSPatnd 
in  nkodlba.t Pnsdtt Su.1 T nxurj de/ weddvrytsy-- W»e 

tw.- ueorce none car.xcrv ■

. . . .  The more money that comes in, the more 
the major trophy prspert/es "would bo w orth--and 
certainty those mejor hotols are trophy properties.'

DEMANDS FOR IMPEACHMENT- -  
SHOULD BE FORTHCOMINGI

.... This shocking piece el news should have a 
major all6cton your personal (oelings regarding Pres. 
Goorgo Herbert Walker Bush -  -  and the legitimacy ol 
Paterson ehargos In this publication - -  that he Is, In 
last, riVhanpci. without morn's -  i. and a first dOSS liar I

. . . .  It also lends credibility to my demand that ho 
should be Impeached!.... Remember, your pub­
lisher called (or it first -  -  when months Irom now the 
impeachment demand becamos widespread. . . .

LA TIMES (12,30/89) REPORTERS -  -
Discover Criminal Violations o f Ethics Laws I

 Ths has never been disclosed before in any
p-.vare.y c.rcu'atod pubiieard*. is a - -  although 
there was an innocuous atc-y making thoso Charges in 
a -hie re as new year's issued the LA Times.
P R E S C O T T  B U S H —

T H E  P R E S I D E N T S  B R O T H E R !

 George Bush's brother. Presccit S. Bush, is
-si:* g.n-me' In the Ac'm Corp. (a Japanose com-

psny). . . .  Tn s Japonase f.rn and tho'.r partners have 
invested $35! million in P e n n s ! . . . .

 Their holdings Include the major hotels of
Panama ireiue.ng the Marries Hotel, ar.d a luxury ra­
sed on me Is'snd of Ccr.raco-a esiied Caesar Park. 
Many Central American peace conferences have been 
hed st this Scsh lamiy rescr.l.. . .

 George Bush has nevar admisod a (emiy
~mrh-»pr: cf capita' to Panama -  -  which Is a V07 
sencus h-B«o- oi e-’- cs in r.seif because of Ihe exion- 
sve negotiations with forme- dictator Manuel Noriega 
sree Bush'i naugurat'cn over the last 12 months.

N O  INVESTIGATION O r  —

Bush’s involvement in Panamanian Business!
 Unser normal eveunstanccs an Independ­

ent prosecutor wouio cortaTly have been called for -  -  
and uncoubrcdiy appointed by this time to Investigate 
me Pres'Cent's (amity investments In this world capital

It shrtu'tf

Bttsh’sBrbther-Iiriked 
tp Firm in Panama Deal
Is n P.Utn:r In.O VCntClf Ae.Ti:n.jVtt;3ft im w e.-j.i/a
wtm  ̂j. w U.t'tdvin n.tiA n ihs o? l’«
;:cciiScd »(pnjanj bribes {0 • 'yvcVj n.:u .ry 
tlic'oust:;! dictator." • »* ; • ̂  5 iK>? ao«i ru*

•m. a* - v* .

T H E S E  A R E  P U B L I S H E D  C H A R G E S  —

.... never retract*

.... Tho Bush family Invostmonts in Panama 
have been Oetaiiod In a published article by Ooug 
Frantz end Jim Mann. (LA Times invosiigatlve ropon. 
o rs ). . . .  It should be noted however, that the LA 
Times wire service d V  not oub'sh the stonr- - nor did 
the story appear in the API, UPlot N Y T  wire services 
--thus the ugty fads romain a decs secrail—

C H A R G E S  A G A I N S T  B U S H  - -

U N C H A L L E N G E D  B  Y W H I T E  H O U S E

. . . .  Obviously your locol paper didn l carry tho 
Story, h '< In’ rhis tvoe of conss'th'c that you pay for 
nn emendve privately circulated rrMhiine.OLrewsteL- 
&r--remember this when it comes time to renew! 

. . . .  It should be quit* obvious that we could not pos­
sibly publish theso charges it they were not factual... 
To our knowledge, tho LA Times published no rotrac- •• . T*t» n«ot A tho
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LUXURY RED CHINESE  —  

R E SO R T  EXPLAINS  —  
B U SH  CHINA POLICYI

. . . .  A law rren'.hs a ;e  —  e 2-line ar.nojnce- 
morn appeared a! the bottom e! a column in the WSJ 
-  -  regarding the larr.ify o! Gecrgo Bush making tr.
518 million investmon: In a hole! arts rasort conp’ox
v.tn got* course facilities outs.de Shanghai Tho
LA hmas  Invoatigctors throw considerable light cn this 
story —

—  According to tha LA Times, tne Aokl Corp. is 
Idomit'ad as tha organization that is constructing these
luxury rosort feeiWes In ReO Cnirra The Shanghai
project is separata Irom Aokl Corp's, coalings In Pan­
ama —  Don't forget, George Bush’s brother.
Prescott, Is a par,net In business with tho Aokl Ccrp.

BUSH CHARGED WITH KOWTOWING —
TO THE RED CHINESE

.... Secy.ol 
State Jamos Bakor 
was caught in a Lai 
cut lie on National 
T.V.- -  when he 
said mat no emissary 
has been sum to 
China recently.

. . . .  It was later 
admitted that Brent 
Scoweroh (cl Kissin­
ger & Associates) had 
m2de seo'e; f  c? to 
Ron China Just e low 
cays a'ti' the Tian­
anmen Square mas­
sacre'

"Lorgnoso"Bush-- tr.ug 
tr.s evcrtonUentl____

 One can only assume, now that tho Bush
lenity investmoni scheme h.cs boon rovoalcd, —  tha: 
tno purpose ol the secret trips to China were to heto 
co re  up Cninose permits (crt.no Acki Corp s, projects 
u, continue. . . .  A direct violation ollederat ethics 
lows!!

. . . .  Probably evey member o! Congross has 
commented in one way or encine; on the "kowtowing’ 0/ cur Long-Nosed President to the Red Cninoso 
Outcners eMer the Tiananmen Square eisoster. . . .

BOSTON GL OBE CHARGES —
ETHICS VIOLATIONS- - -

 Y e t - -  Nothing "B?d"Happens to George‘
 isn't it time he was pvt in his place??

In China, being-Bush’s i 
brother ‘.doesn’t hurt’ i' V*-.'. riV.7 - * ^ .  •' \. ,ri*yMK im Iji'«(i* N'ii 'i.1'1' w wHien i • Aii’U*OC' — U*S«Mf . '»•<<« i>el’•».». C*-> itj.i*.. C*«»4|* IV. •«*•* le» iiTui(n-r ̂  a  « »••*■ r f w-ejn'.eyjud' lie««y »v» (

The Boston Clots t'SriO-- |
IVngn ouO tt.onno tv B:sto" £ 'the n:;no-s at:.: >

. . . .  The Bush investments m Red China, now 
thal they have come to tight, throw a different tight on 
this "kowtowing1.". . . .  Obviously lha °u<h family In­
vestment; come f -si -  -  and our "kinder, gentler- 
Pres, couldn't care less about the Impression ho 
makes or. the general public. . . .  He has no concern 
tor press ar.acks on his character & continues un­
scathed as President because he works lor the same 
group as the ownors ol the N Y T <J Wash. Fostl___

. . . .  He is part ol a highly secret structure ot 
govt.--w h ich  this nagaz nehas ropoatediy dis- 
closoc to Involve David Rockefeller and Henry Kissin­
ger —  who !n ehect operate as an -Oecupationai 
Govt." in America backed up by the extremely poworfu1 
publishing and media conglomerates which can twrst 
any ste.y lor bury any story) that it so desires!___

 Bottom line:— the Bush actions regard.r.g
the Tiananmen msssacre and reestablishment ot Chi­
nese rotations - - and tne approval ol oxport-tmpor. h- 
naming hr a number oi Chinoso deals should be svin- 
c;°nr c -o - jrd s  tor imnemhmen’.l.... But that's Just 
part cl the story.... Tnere's much more:....

BU SH ’S  BRO THER - -  

ARRANG ED  $ 4  MILLION -  -  

PAY OFF TO NORIEGAI

. . . .  Ac­
cording to tho LA 
Timoe, a S 4 mil- 
liaiaaawas 
oa'd by the AoV 
Corp, arranged 
by the Bushlam- 
:!y, to Gen. Man­
ual Noriega lor 
purposes o! get­
ting a license to 
build a major hy­
droelectric project 
in Penoma. . . . Prosccn Bush - - cc-conspvotor 

win Longnosel
SHOWDOWN BETWEEN NORIEGA & —

BUSH FAMIL Y COST 26  LIVES!
. . . .  A test of wills between Noriega and tho 

Bush family obviously developed -  -  with a bribe being 
takon and the contract or the license not being grantod 
for the project as promised . . . .

. . . .  Here ivo see the char reason lor the 
breakdown in relations between Bush and Noriega.

26 MEN DIED —  TO PROTECT- -
THE BUSH INVESTMENTS IN PANAMA!

. . . .  Tne obvious fact is -  -  that the Invasion of 
Panama was hatched by our Pres., noi because he is 
concorned about tho drug dealing going on In Pan­
ama. - -  but to protect his family's $350 million Invast- 
mont in the Marriott and other resorts in Panama-----

. . . .  Noriega had apparently throcioned to na­
tionalize theso Investments in a show ot sirongth 
aoa'nst the Bush lamily —  Fcr fis rertoa None.
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E V I D E N C E  E S T A B L I S H E S  B U S H ' S  - -
L O N G  TIME CRIMINAL I N V O L V E M E N T

 According to ths LA Tlmos, the liaison be­
tween the Bush family end Noriega was retired Admiral 
Daniel J. Murphy -  -  who was Chief ol Siall to Gaorge 
Bush whon he was Vico Prec'denl.

 Murphy is now a private consultant <n Wash.
D.C Murphy testified before Sonata hearings that
he represented "prlveto businessmen" on many trips to 
Panama at which llr.e he vlsiiod with Noriega. . . .

. . . .  Admiral Murphy also mdlcetoa that prior to 
each one of thoso trips he was briefed by officials of 
the CIA, tha State Dept., the Defense Dopi. and Vice 
President George Push's o lf .e e .. . . In other words, 
Presldont George Bush has soon involved In criminal 
violations ol ethios laws -  -  not only as Pres, but for a 
number of years os Vico President. . . .

S H A N G H A I  A G R E E M E N T S  —
G U A R A N T E E  N O  COMPETITiONI

, . . .  The Aokl Corp. controlled by the Bush fam­
ily ( It should be nolod) has a legal status and pres­
ence here In the U.S. In Maryland According to
tne LATimas, phone calls to the President's brother, 
Prosccr. Bush were not returned, (nor wore calls to his
hemo In Connecticut) Tne agreements for the
Shanghai development were slgnod cn 5/12/88 by rep­
resentatives of ihe Aokl Corp. and Proscor, Bush's 
Resources Limited.

3 U S H  F A M I L Y  O F F E R S  —

L U X U R Y  R E S O R T  IN R E D  C H I N A  —

To U.S. Execs Doing Business in China!
. . . .  The China project is fo offer tennis, swim­

ming. wator sports, fishing and hunting —  plus an 18 
noie championship goll course la be deslgnod by 
Roosrt Trent Jones Jr. ( no loss) of Palo Alto.
CA . . . . Jones is the leading ( T V  9®11 
c o u rs e  dosignor In the entire
world.

Bush's Family
iv-ifs Resort&&&;

 ,'K; s Shanghai

. . . .  Conlirmlng a "Criminal Politics' earlier re­
port, the Bush family is also Involved in a major hous­
ing project near Shanghai atrpon -  -  and could bo 
rented (or sold) to foreigners doing busir.oss in Red 
China (an obvious businoss move to profit from ex­
panding trado with tho Chinese Govt.) . . . .

BUSH BIZ DEALS -  -  GUARANTEE -  -
No U.S. Reaction so Red Chinese Atrocities
. . . .  Proseon Bush has also received payments 

of $250,000 as a consultant lo an American company 
establishing a communications notwork In China. . . .  
Tne company Is caliod Asset Management Interna­
tional Financing and Settlement Ltd. -  -  which ar­
ranged for Hughes Aircraft Co. (a subsidiary ol GM) to 
export 3 communication satellites to China. . . .  On• •  • OAismi/M fka ay.. . .  • -• • • . .

. . . .  Keep in mma that what you read here is
on’y Ihe t’o z‘'*<> kebem! These aro cnly the
published reports. . . .  Thii information has been 
unchallenged in the public domain . . . .  The results of 
a further tnvestlgaflon by an Independent prosecutor 
might reveal addft'ona/informaiion aoout which we are 
simply ns: aware at this time. H o w  serious are these 
charges?.... Let's oxamine that question . . . .

COMPARE BUSH DEALS —  
WITH THE 

WATERGATE SCANDAL!

 It should bo easy to recall that iho natron
was brought to a standstill one an uproar because 
Richard Nixon's staff personnel had ordered tho ran­
sacking and pHlorago cl Democratic party paporwork 
in one of their Watergate ofliess___

. . . .  I; was a dirty tricks 
effort to find out what tne 
Democrats were up to . . . .  
Mo mc.-.ey was mado, no­
body profited lllog3lly. -  -  
and-  -  an Invasion was r:t
Niton's investments!. . . .  
Whats changed?? Ex­
plain to m e  why Bush 
shouldn't be ImpeachedIRichard Nixon

SOME QUESTIONS THAT—
M USI BE ANSWERED!

 Just compare Watergate's simple childish
games to what Gaorge 3ush has been publicly 
rhirned with. . . .  Hire are several questions hr the 
independent prosecutor. . . .

!)D;d the 26 men who died and the 324 men • - 
who are wounded suffer end die simply to pro­
tect George Bush's lamily Investments in Pan- 

' ema??._...
' 2jDid his service as "Drug Czar" under Ronald 

Reagan fail so miserably —  because his tarn- 
' ity had secretly made targe Investments In 
' Panama? . . , .
3) Was ho unduly infiuoneod by those hundreds 

el millions of dollars —  Invosted In Panama­
nian trophy properties?. . . .

4) Why weren't thece invostmonts disclosed dur­
ing the Presidential eloetion campaign?

5) Did tho mad:a cover-up thoso investments? 
. j .J I s o w h y ?

. . . .  We could go on and on and on . . . .  It is 
r.ot within our ability to conduct Presidential Invostiga- 
t an*. -  -  but I think you can sea that thero is far more 
note than even we have been able to disclose. . . .

. . . .  We suggest with this kind ol a treasonous, 
crooked, racketeering cporction In charge In the White 
House that they will step at rcthing -  -  NOTHING to 
accomplish their goals -  -  including. —  confiscation 
of private property, embezzlement, currency ea'i-lns. 
termination ol currency In simulation, bank closures. 
i,.,va.r«m  M  whhhrawxl and a moratorium on Govt.



10-SPOTUGHTNove«mb«re, I9W SPOTLIGHT November 6. 1989" 11H u n t fo r POWs Led G ritz  to D rug Pipeline D iscovery
------- — —  v- . - S an to  T r iif f ic a n to  was th e  orea* ^

On October 3. Cot. James *Bo* Grits was interviewed on Radio Free America. Following is an edited transcript of that broadcast. Comments by Grits are in light- face: questions by host 7bm Valen­tine are in boldface.

W h e n  y o u  s t a r t e d  o u t ,  y o u  
w e re  a  lo y a l A m e r ic a n  s o ld i e r  
w ith  a  t r em e n d o u *  r e c o r d —an d  
yo u  h a d  g re a t f a i t h  in  y o u r  g o v ­
e rn m en t.

B u t  a f te r  y o u  c a m e  o u t  o f  V ie t­
n am , a n d  g o t in t e r e s t e d  in  th e  
p r i s o n e r s  o f  w a r  s t i l l  h e ld  in  
s o u th e a s t A s ia , y o u  b e g a n  to  u n ­
c o v e r  so m e  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  
th in g s . C o u ld  y o u  t e l l  u s  a b o u t  
it?

Tom, I came o u t o f  V ie tn am  and 
was assigned tn the Pentagon. From 
there I was sen t to command Special 
Forces in Latin America .

I t  w as in 1976, th e  c h ie f o f m il i­
ta ry  in te llig en ce  cam e to  Panam a, 
tie  to ld  me two th ing s: One. he sa id , 
keep your hands o lTo f M anue l Norie­
ga, because he h a s th e  g rea te st im ­
portance at the h igh e s t leve ls

O f co u rse  a t t h a t  t im e  G eorge 
Bush w as head o f th e  C IA . I  knew  
tha t M anuel Noriega w as the funnel 
for the drugs com ing  in to  Am erica 
from Latin  America . And I  had pro­
posed th a t we a ssa ss in a te  h im .

And secondly, I  w a s to ld th a t there 
was strong evidence to ind ica te th a t 
there were s t i l l  A m erican  p risoners 
of war, not ju s t  one o r two, b u t h un ­
d red s th a t were le f t  b eh in d  in  the 
hands o f the enemy.

A s a s o ld ie r , fo r  o n e , I  d id n ' t  
choose to go to B u rm a . I was chosen. 
I was asked, iro n ica lly , by  the office 
o f then-Vtcc P res iden t Bush.

A Nationa l S e cu r ity  Counc-l s ta f f  
o fficer by the nam e o f Tom H arvey 
sa id  th a t the vice p re s iden t had in ­
fo rm ation th a t B u rm ese  d ru g  lo rd  
Khun Sa was ho ld ing  five American 
prisoners of w a r an d  had knowledge 
o f 70 more and th a t th is  w as ge tting 
abso lu te  top p r io r ity  a t the h ighest 
leve ls.

B u t ne ither th e  C IA  nor the De­
fen se  In te llig e n c e  A gency no r the 
D rug Enforcement Agency had any

L l. C o l. Bo G rin  weal to  sou lb cu l A lls  look ing  fo r PO W s and found a drug pipeline.

m ean s o r anyone th a t  cou ld  pene­
tra te  Khun  Sn's stronghold.

And he ju s t  asked me. "Bo, do you 
th in k  th a t i t ’s possib le w ith  your net­
work to do so?' 1

And I  d idn ’t know, b u t Scott Week­
ly. a N avy  SEAL, and I wore success­
fu l, u s in g  creden tia ls from the W hite 
House, in  2eH*nS t° see Khun Sa.

W hen  y o u  u lt im a te ly  go t in  to 
s e e  K h u n  S a , ho a c k n o w le d g e d  
th a t  h e  k n ew  o f  A m e r ic a n  POW s 
b e in g  h e ld  in  s o u th e a s t A s ia , b u t 
h e  a l s o  m a d e  a  s p e c i a l  o f f e r ,  
d id n ' t  he?

W ell, we had it  on videotape, and 
i t  w as s im p ly  a dunl-pronged offer 
from  K hun  Sa . Ho sa id , v e ry  su c ­
cinctly , on tape, ‘ I  w il l stop 900 tons 
o f h e ro in  in  1987." And he sa id , "I 
w ill d iv u lg e  every U .S . government 
o ff ic ia l th a t has been my bo sT cus­
tomer for more than 15 years."

W ell, to me. th a t w as a g rea t offer. 
A ile r  a l l , N ancy Reagan was "6oying

no to d ru g s ,"  and B u sh  w a s “d ru g  
czar."

That's w hy I  w ent back in  1987. to 
ge t some o f th e  names o f those U.S. 
o ffic ia ls; -« • t - -.

Wc ju s t  s im p ly  b rough t the m es­
sage back, th in k in g  th a t the system  
w ou ld ce rta in ly  pick up on such  an 
offer, b u t there was "no in tere st” ac­
co rd in g  to Tom H a rve y  o f th e  N a ­
tiona l S ecu rity  Council.

He sa id , "Bo. there is  no in te re s t 
here in  do ing that." W hen I  got bock 
over there in  1987, Thm, I  found out 
why there w as no in te re s t.

B e c a u s e  y o u  h a d  b e e n  g iv e n  
n a m e s  o f  s o m e  v e r y  h ig h  o f f i ­
c ia ls?

Yes th a t’s r igh t.
C an  y o u  n am e  som e nam es?
One o f them  was Theodore Shack- 

loy. Now, Theodore S hock ley  w ou ld 
hove been th e  D ire c to r  o f I n t e l l i ­
gence for th e  C IA  had no t Bush been 
nam ed by  G e ra ld  F o rd . And th en , 
Theodore Shack lcy  became a deputy.

S an to  T rfifT ican te was th e  orga 
n itc d  crim e bo ss in  Havana before 
C astro  took over. The C IA  got h im  
out o f ja i l  and h ired him  to a s sa ss i­
nate C astro . He fa iled .

A t the Bay o f  P igs , everyone was 
ang ry  because T ro ffican tc w as sup ­
posed to go back into Cuba and take 
o ve r aga in . T ra ffican te  w a s id e n t i­
fied by  Khun S a as being the major 
s y n d ic a te  d is t r ib u to r  fo r th e  U .S . 
government.

And R ichard A rm itage. a man who 
a t th a t tim e w a s cu rren tly  se rv in g  a s 
the a ss is tan t secre' -iy of defense.

When Bush w a s elected president, 
he p icked R ich a rd  A rm itage a s h is  
a s s is ta n t se c re ta ry  o f s ta te  for east 
A s ia . I t  w ou ld  have  made h im  the 
most powerful m an in America over 
the hero in p a rt o f the world and our 
prisoners c f  war.

And you don’t  have to w atch  the 
te lev is ion to know that when you've 
go t th e  bag  m a n , yo u ’ve  g o t th e  
whole batch o f bananas. And Khun 
Sa n am ed A rm ita g e  a s  b e in g  th e  
bagm an for th is  governm ent opera­
tion.

(A rm itnge's nam e was u lt im a te ly  
w ithdraw n , la rg e ly  because o f G ritz 's 
r e v e la t io n s , a c co rd in g  to  S PO T ­
L IG HT sources w ith in  the adm in is­
tra tion . —Ed.)

A n d  so  y o u  w e n t b a c k  a g a in  to  
se e  K h u n  S u  a n d  a sk ed  fo r  a fo r­
m a l a g re em en t?

We d id  ju s t  come back from Burma 
w ith  a  proposal signed , se a le d  and 
d e live red , not j u s t  by Khun Sa b u t 
by a l l o f the leadersh ip  o f the Shan 
p r in c ip a lit ie s , sa y in g  th a t they ore 
w i l l in g  to e ra d ic a te  op ium— which 
means hero in—from the Golden TYi- 
an g le  th a t  p ro duce s 90 pe rcen t o f 
w ha t the world uses.

We have an honcst-to-God offer to 
l i t e r a l ly  e ra d ic a te—he doesn 't say  
"stop," he sa y s "erad ica te”— heroin . 
You con read i t  in  the packe t th a t 
o u r C en te r fo r Action w i l l  send to 
you for free.

I t 's  u n d e r h is  s ig n a tu re  and the 
signa tu re  o f th e  other Shan leaders. 
He's going to erad icate heroin.

And here w e’ve got Bushzloclnring 
w a r on drug s, g iv in g  $300 m illion  to 
Colombia, and he won't tu rn  around 
and square  aw ay w ith  Khun Sa.

The reason , o f course, is  because

there has been governm ent in vo lve ­
m en t w ith  K hun  S a  fo r d e c a d e s  
where e lem ents w ith in  the I ’ S . ex­
e c u t iv e  b ra n c h  b y p a s s e d  o u r 
C ongress an d  th e  C o n s t itu t io n  in 
o rd e r to b u y  up co ve rt o p e ra tio n s 
th a t weren't au thorized .

B u t h ow  cun  w e  be  r e a l ly  c e r ­
ta in  th a t K h u n  Sa u n d  h is  a l l ie s  
w e ren 't m is le a d in g  y o u  fo r  som e 
reason?

That's a good q u e s t io n . W e ll, we 
deal w ith  Gorbachev when we w an t 
to reduce th e  m is s ile s , an d  he is  a 
communist. Khun Sa is  an  anti-com­
m unist. Ha contro ls the d rug s . I f  we

TOM  V A LEN T IN E  
. . In ifn iew ed  ' B o "  C rirz on Radio Fr.-e Amsrici.

w an t to reduce the d rug s , then we 
ought to a i le a s t approach h im .

A nd i f  he doesn 't come th ro ugh  
w ith  h is end o f the deal, then wc go 
ahead and u se  B-52s to bomb h im  
out o f existence.

But i f  he does come through w ith  
h is dea l, and 1 believe he w ill, and he 
is  not a sk in g  fo r any $300 m illio n , 
not in any combination c f  years , we 
shou ld  p rovide h im  the a id  he and 
h is  a l l ie s  a sk  for. Khun S a s im p ly  
w on ts t-j le g it im iz e  the economy o f 
the Shr.n n a tio n—to get o u t o f the 
d ru g  ra c k e t— so th a t th e y  can be­
come a  true  na tion  state. But he sa y s , th a t Am erica  won’t 

le t h im , because a l l  th e y  b i y  from

th e  S h an  peop le a re  h e ro in  a n d  
opium .

I b e lie v e  w c sh o u ld  a ; le a s t t r y  
Khun Sa.

How* c an  peop le  re a c h  yo u , Bo?
W e ll, we've e s ta b lish e d  a sp ec ia l 

c le a r in g ho u se  h e a d q u a r te rs  ca lle d  
the C en ter for Actiun to help get th is  
in form ation out to the American peo­
p le . in  hopes th a t th ey  w ill ge t th is 
in fo rm a tio n  to th e ir  cong re ssm an  
and  se n a to rs  and to lo ca l n ew spa ­
pers. rad io and te lev is ion  sta tions.

The address for the C en ter for Ac­
t io n  is  Box 9, B o u ld e r  C ity . Nev.

(Set DRUG. Psjc HI
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Gen. Minuel Noriega was protected by U.S. officials.
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(Cuntinucd From Page 11)
89005. It won’t cost you a red cent. 
You car. call me toll free at 1-800- 
634-3494 (in Nevada, it’s 293-3100) 
and talk to me personally about 
what we’re discussing here.

Isn't it true that you collabo­
rated closely with A B C  in hopes 
of bringing out your story to a 
national audience, but then A B C  
failed to tell the whole story?
As a matter of fact, m y  team in 

1989 took Tom Jarriel of ABC-TV's 
20 /20 program into the Golden Tri­
angle. W e  wanted the story to go na­
tional.
I watched that shew wniting to 

see if A B C  would repo T the fact 
tlnit it wus you w h o  made it pos­
sible for A B C  to visit K h u n  Sa. 
But not a mention of you or your 
work.
Jarriel and his program m e n­

tioned nothing about the heroin
highway.
Anytime Khun Sa or any of my 

leani members tried to mention the 
U.S. government involvement in 
drugs, Jarriel shut the cameras off 
and said: "We are here only to do a 
piece un Khun Sa. We're not here for 
any political purpose.’

But in fact, our tax dollars paid for 
a highway that permitted 10-ton 
trucks to run heroin from the Golden 
Triangle into the free world, where 
before it wos coming out on the 
backs of mules.
Thcro are other examples of 

how the media has helped cover 
up the truth, aren't there?
Well, there is a m an named Ray 

Bream who has a nationwide radio 
program. He had m e  on his radio 
program, and he said, “Bo, you can­
not mention any names."
And while we were on the radio 

program, a gentleman called in and 
said, “Bo, I want to know why the 
Establishment media have not

picked up on this story?"
And I simply saio to him, “All you 

have to do is look at the membership 
of the Council on Foreign Relations 
and the Trilateral Commission, and 
you'll know why the major media 
haven't picked up on this story."
(Many prominent medio personali­

ties, along with government officials, 
key diplomats, financiers and other 
influential figures comprise the 
membership of the two groups men­
tioned.— Ed.1
Then he said: “Bo, I'll tell you one 

newspaper that will run this story. 
And that's The SPOTLIGHT."
And as soon as he mentioned The 

SPOTLIGHT, Bream bleeped him o(T 
the air. During the break, I asked 
the host: “W h y  did. you do that? I 
mean, what did tl-e man SBy that 
was so bad?"
And he said, “We  cannot allow the 

name of The S P O T L I G H T  to be 
mentioned over A B C  radio."
The S P O T L I G H T  was the first 

and the only publication that has 
ally revealed what has been going on 
inside and outside of our govern­
ment.
What do you think about the 

current "war against drugs" that 
w e ’ve been hearing so m u c h  
about?
I'll guarantee you something. 

Signing a check is no way to win the 
war on drugs. All you do is fuel the 
corruption that is already there. So 
Bush has simply declared another 
war of words.
I believe we'd better watch out, be­

cause in his words I detect a suspen­
sion of those parts of the Constitu­
tion that have to do with legal 
search and seizure of a man's do­
main. I also detect there a suspen­
sion of our right to keep and bear 
arms.
I believe, and I saw in a public 

opinion poll, that he can lure Ameri­
ca into saying we will give up our 
freedom in order to win this “war." 
And Bush is saying we're going to 
“crush the individual user.”
This means we send the drug 

armies into homes, into your assem­
bly areas, into your vehicles. And 
now we also have to collect the 
weapons, of course, because we can't 
have any danger to (the agents).
Once that happens, you know 

what happens right after that. We 
become U.S.A. Inc. instead of the 
United States of America. •
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I t  j u s t  a i n ’ t  s o  B o  —  t h e  w a r  i s  l o n g  o v e r

O ld so ld ie rs  never die. 
they just fade away — e x ­
cept fo rm e r Green Beret: 
James G. (Bo) Gritz.

F o r this highly decoratecc 
w arrio r, now 51, the South-­
east A sia  w ar A m ericans 
abandoned in the mid-VOs 
hasn’t ended and p ro b ab ly  
never w ill. As his fo rm es  
commanding o ffic e r Col-. 
Charlie Beckwith said Sat­
urday, "B o  G ritz has been, 
chasing shadows in South­
east Asia fo r 20 years.”

Lt. Col. Gritz, se lf-p ro­
claimed chief o f sta ff o f th& 
Center fo r  Action in B ou ld e r 
City, Nevada, has found 
new enemy to replace tha  
Viet Cong: corrupt American: 
leaders.

According to  G ritz, th a  
United States is sec re tly  
governed by an unelectea 
"p a ra l le l governm ent" oi: 
crim inals and traitors.

Since A laska is a lw ays 
the last to get the word, th a  
message G ritz preached dur­
ing the ’80s didn’t get he ra  
until the ’90s,

A few weeks back G rits  
showed up in Juneau. Thera 
he peddled a plan, bom  o f  
his conspiracy theories, to 
have the United States gov­
ernment reduce the flow  at 
drugs by paying the warlord , 
who reputedly runs the Bu r­
mese drug trade, Khun Sa.

m ichae l 
c a re y

millions o f do lla rs tc stop 
producing heroin.

Khun told G ritz that if 
the United States agreed, 
Khun would support U .S . 
efforts to find Vietnam-era 
prisoners o f war. G ritz, who 
claim s Rambo is in pa rt 
modeled on his exp loits, has 
o rgan ized  . p r iv a te -s e c to r  
strike forces to rescue Amer­
ican fighting men allegedly 
held captive in Laos.' Neither 
his "Operation Velvet Ham ­
mer”  nor “ Operation Laza­
rus”  has freed a soul.

These fa i lu re s  did not 
prove troub lesom e in the 
A laska  Leg is la tu re . O n ly  
Rep. Ramona Barnes voted 
against the fina l version o f a 
House resolution inspired by 
G ritz that asked Washington 
to cut a deal w ith unsavory 
Khun.No wonder Charlie Beck­

with says G ritz  visited A la s ­
ka because "H e  perceives 
that y a ' ll are a bit na ive .”

Over the yea rs Gritz* an ti­
governm ent p a r a m i l i t a r y  
road show has received nas­
ty  reviews from  the N ation ­
a l Security Council, the N a­
tional League o f  Fam ilies o f 
Am erican P r is o n e rs  and 
Missing in Southeast Asia, 
the Congress, the press and 
fe llow  veterans.

Jim G raves, managing ed­
ito r o f S o ld ie r o f Fortune 
magazine, says o f this man. 
" I f  Bo G ritz to ld  me it was 
daytime outside, I ’d go lo o k  
fo r the sun.”

In 1988, an unsigned NSC 
review o f Bo G ritz  activities 
found he had "contributed 
noth ing o f v a lu e  to the 
POW/M IA issue. In  fact, his 
activities have been counter­
productive." In  1981, his res­
cue operations were pub lic ly  
repudiated b y  the N ationa l 
League o f Fam ilies .In 1983, he o ffe red “ ev i­
dence”  that 50 servicemen 
were s ti ll in Indochina to the 
House Fore ign A ffa irs  Sub­
committee — and his " fac ts ”  
were tom  to pieces by Con­
gressmen and witnesses. In  
1983, the Washington Times 
published a s to ry  that con­
clusively p roved  G ritz fab ri­
cated a s to ry  he rou tine ly  
told about h is  heroic ex­

p lo its  in Vietnam.
C h a r lie  Beckw ith , com­

m ander o f the Delta Force 
tha t attempted to rescue 
A m erican  hostages from  
Ira n  in 1980, m ain ta ins 
"H e 's a good sold ier but he's 
s t i l l liv ing in a fantasy. He 
s t i l l sees the w ar going on.''

Bo G ritz has supporters ir. 
Anchorage. I've ta lked tc 
them : I ’ve read their lite ra ­
ture; I've watched the ir Be 
G ritz video. "A  Nation Be­
trayed .”

These are sincere people
— and they have been hac 
by a te rrific  salesman whc 
se lls conspiracies w ith the 
same conviction and authori­
ty that other salesmen sell 
used cars.

Once upon a time. Be 
G ritz was a hero. But he 
cou ldn ’t give up the war. 
Peace, fo r  him, was a be­
traya l. He had to have a fight.

So now he’s shadow box­
ing w ith imaginary enemies
— and hawking his story tc 
A laskans. In Charlie Beck­
w ith's words, "H e thinks 
you o ld sourdoughs don’ : 
know  no better.”

□ M ich ae l C arey  is ed iloria  
p a g e  e d ito r  o t the A nchorage  
Daily N ew s


