
ALASKA LEGISLATURE COMMITTEE FILES, 1 9 8 9 - 1 9 9 0  8 6 7 2

6 7 1 6  SENATE STATE AFFAIRS



Constitutional Convention 
Committee Proposal/12 
December 16, 1955

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF ALASKA 

COMMITTEE PROPOSAL NO. 12 

Commentary on the Article on General and Miscellaneous Provisions

Section 1. Merit Principle: Only employment in certain

Federally aided programs of the Territory is now governed by" ' ’ 

the merit principle. This section would call upon the legis­

lature to establish a system under which employment generally 

by the state would be governed by the merit principle. A system 

governed by the merit principle would be one, for example, which 

comprehended professional, technical, clerical, and administra­

tive positions of the state government. The positions compre­

hended within the system would be classified according to duties 

and j  esponsibilities. Salary ranges would be established for 

the various classes of positions. Appointments would be made 

according to merit and fitness which would be ascertained, so 

far as practicable, by competitive examinations.

Section 2. Employee’s Retirement. This will assure 

scate and municipal employees v.'ho are now tied into various 

retirement plans that their benefits under these plans will not 

be diminished or impaired when the Territory becomes a state.

Section 3. Disqualification for Disloyalty. This conforms 

with the language of the Congressional enabling bills.



Section 4. Oath of Offi c e . The oath is self-explanatory.

Section 5. Intergovernmental Relations. This provision

is recommended mainly in orc^r to make it clear that the state

can participate in cooperative programs such as the Western
* • •

Interstate Compact on Higher Education even though such programs’ 

may involve the expenditure of public funds outside the state. 

Some states have had to amend their constitutions in order to 

participate in such programs.

This pro tsion would also authorize local government 

units in Alaska to cooperate with Federal agencies on grant- 

in-aid programs such as housing and airport construction.

Local government units could maintain direct relations with 

Federal agencies, but the Governor would serve as agent for the 

state in developing the intergovernmental relations of state 

agencies.

In view of the close relationships which Alaska will 

have with the neighboring Canadian provinces, explicit authority 

is granted to the state to cooperate with foreign nations to 

the extent consistent with the laws of the United States.



Question: Regarding HJR 35, could you explain why you feel 
that this is something that needs to be in the constitution; 
it would seem the state has the right to do this and puting 
it in the constitution will not give us additional rights.

Question: Do other states have this permissiveness? Is it 
understood we have this permissiveness?

Question: On HJR 35, can this be addressed in statute rather 
then in the constitution?

Question: If we are not sitting at the table now, it doesnt 
seem that it is not because we dont want too or believe we 
can't, but because someone else is saying we can't. If we 
don't amend the federal constitution or federal law, I am 
finding it difficult to understand how this will affect us 
more so than in statute?

Question: Commerce clause does impact freedom of a state. 
What would this help us do in our relationship in explaining 
to Washington that we demand to export our raw materials?

Rodgers

These resolutions relate to the number one recommendation of 
the statehood commission and that recommendation was that AK 
become an activist state taking a lead among states in 
defining the boundaries of state powers within the union.
Both of the resolutions address that issue - the boundaries 
of state powers within the union. His favorite section in 
the state constitution, is Article 1, Sec. 2 which begins 
"all political powers inherent in the people". That is a 
statement of the relationship of state govt, to the people of 
AK. It says the power is inherent in the people of the state.

What he sees in HJR 34 is a similar statement of the 
relationship between the state and the federal union. That 
relationship is one to the constitution, of the U.S. and not 
subordinate to the federal agencies or govt. Our relationship 
to the Fed gov is subject to the constitution and defined by 
the constitution.

There are good reasons for making these changes to the state 
constitution. What HJR 34 q.oes is to link the ideas of ' 
citizenship, statehood and iocal self-govt. There is little 
or no case law, nothing has jjeen tested in Texas - it is more 
a statement that asserts our role now, basically in fear of 
future encroachments. It the fear of future encroachments 
that deal with HJR 35.

HJR 35 is particularly appropriate today with the increasing 
emphasis with this leg. on foreign trade, education, crises,
I think it is very important for this to be state in the



constitution rather in statute. There is a clear difference 
between stated rights and implied rights. The legislature in 
1972 saw the same issue with the right to privacy - that was 
an implied right many argued under the U.S. constitution and 
State constitution, but to make it an expressed right makes 
things very clear and has an impact on future encroachments.

A study done in 1978 did show 706 agreements between U.S. 
states and Canadian Provinces and there is a fair bit of 
leeway for states to engage in friendly relations with other 
nations. But the philosophy with this resolution is to lay 
claim to the rights which we believe are ours in the 
constitution and take all of the authority th't is allowable 
to the state under the U.S. constitution.

G = Gruenberg

R = Rodgers

Question: HJR 34, this is taken from the Texas constitution, 
Texas was admittedly an independent country, it is the only 
state that has that background, even AK was not an 
independent country. Once in the union, Texas stands on an 
equal footing with all other states. The fact that it came 
to the union as an independent country is not relevant to our 
present consideration. Wouldn't you agree?

R: Yes and no. As a matter of the U.S. constitution, all 
states should be on an equal footing, I would argue that 
by virtue of a number of acts of congress, all states are 
not on an equal footing -

G: This amendment is designed to assert our rights on a
constitutional level with the fed constitution, stakes out 
what we assert as a matter of fed constitution law only 
being limited in that respect, so Texas would stand 
equivalent to the fed constitution principal but AK 
wouldn't. If that is the premise, why is it that no other 
state has adopted a similar constitutional amendment that 
protects us. Are you certain no other state has done so?

^ R: Cannot be certain that no other state has done so.

/ g ; Are you aware whether any other state has considered doing 
so?

R: I am not aware whether any other state has considered 
doing so, I am not aware of any other state that has had 
the same level of controversy over there relationship with 
the federal govt, than the state of AK has had.

S G: You said that you are not aware that this has ever been 
tested in court, has it ever been utilized by the state of 
Texas - has it ever been utilized in any negotiation with



t h e  f e d  g o v t  o r  o t h e r  g o v t .  H a v e  t h e y  e v e r y  f o u n d  a n e e d  
to  u s e  t h i s  p r o v i s i o n  o f  t h e  T e x a s  c o n s t i t u t i o n .

R: I c a n n o t  a n s w e r  t h a t  q u e s t i o n .

G: W h a t  u s e  d o  y o u  s e e  u s  m a k i n g  e f  t h i s  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  
a m e n d m e n t ?
G i v e  m e  a c o n c r e t e  e x a m p l e  o f  h o w  y o u  w o u l d  a c t u a l l y  u s e  
t h i s  a n d  h o w  i t  w o u l d  m a k e  a d i f f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  s t a t e  o f  A K  
in n e g o t i a t i o n s  o r  in a n y  o t h e r  m a n n e r  if  w e  d o n ’t h a v e  it

R: T h e  i s s u e  is n o t  w h e t h e r  s t a t e m e n t s  in t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  
a r e  t h e r e  t o  d e v e l o p  c a s e  l a w  —

G: I a m  n o t  l i m i t i n g  m y  a r g u m e n t  t o  c a s e  l a w  s i r  - g i v e  m e
a n  e x a m p l e  o f  h o w  t h i s  w o u l d  in a p r a c t i c a l  w a y  a s s i s t  
t h e  s t a t e  o f  A K .  W h e r e  w o u l d  w e  c i t e  it, h o w  w o u l d  w e  u s e  
it, h o w  w o u l d  i t  e f f e c t  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  h i s t o r y ?

R: T h e  a n s w e r  h a s  t o  b e  t h a t  w e  s a w  c o n t i n u i n g  fed.
e n c r o a c h m e n t  o f  s t a t e s  r i g h t s  a n d  t h i s  w a s  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  
s e t  w h a t  w e  t h i n k  t h e  l i n e  b e t w e e n  f e d  a n d  s t a t e s  r i g h t s  
s h o u l d  b e  in t h e  s a m e  f a s h i o n  t h a t  a l l  p o l i t i c a l  p o w e r s  
a r e  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e  p e o p l e .  I d o n t  t h i n k  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  
a n y  c o n c r e t e  e x a m p l e  o f  w h a t  A r t i c l e  1, sec. 2 h a s  d o n e  
a c c e p t  t o  b e  a s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  r e l a t i o n  
b e t w e e n  a  s t a t e  a n d  i t s  p e o p l e ,  w h a t  t h i s  h a s  d o n e  is t o  
s t a t e  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  a s t a t e  a n d  t h e  f e d  g o v t .

G: M y  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  is t h a t  o n e  o f  t h e
s t r e n g t h s  o f  t h e  fed. c o n s t i t u t i o n  is t h e  s a m e  s t r e n g t h  o f  
t h e  s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  a n d  t h a t  is i t  is s h o r t  a n d  c l e a n ,  
n o t h i n g  t h a t  is s u r p l u s ,  a n d  n o t h i n g  i n  t h e r e  t h a t  n e e d s  t o  
b e  in th e r e .

H e  is r e l u c t a n t  t o  a m e n d  t h e  s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  u n l e s s  
it w i l l  h a v e  a p r o v a b l e  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  f u t u r e  c o u r s e  o f  
h i s t o r y  a n d  t h e r e  is s o m e  n e c e s s i t y  s h o w n  f o r  a m e n d i n g  
t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  O n e  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  o t h e r  s t a t e s  is 
t h a t  t h e i r  c o n s t i t u t i o n  b e c o m e  c l u t t e r e d  a n d  i t  is t o o  
e a s y  t o  a m e n d  t h e m  a n d  i t  l o o s e s  a l l  m e a n i n g .  H e  w a n t s  
t o  k e e p  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  m e a n i n g f u l  a n d  t h a t  is w h y  h e s  
a s k i n g  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  it w o u l d  h e l p  h i m  s u p p o r t  
t h e s e  r e s o l u t i o n s  if y o u  c a n  s h o w  h i m  h o w  i t  w o u l d  
c o n c r e t e l y  u s e d ,  a n d  it w o u l d  m a k e  a d i f f e r e n c e .

R: W h a t  a c o n s t i t u t i o n  is is a s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e
p h i l o s o p h i c a l  u n d e r p i n n i n g s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  g o v t ,  I s t i l l  
fe e l  t h i s  s h o u l d  b e  done.

in?





S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

1990 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N

R E Q U E S T :
R e v i s i o n  D a te : ________________________
T i t le :  R e la t in g  to  a m e n d m e n ts  to  th e

B I L L  V E R S I O N  C S S S H J R  5 4 ( J U D )  N o . l

P U B L I S H  D A T E  H O U S E  4 / 2 0 / 9 0

F I S C A L  N O T E

A f f e c t e d  A g e n c y : L e g is la t iv e  A f f a i r s  A g e n c y
B R U :  L e g is la t iv e  O p e ra t in g  B u d g e t ___________

C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  U .S .  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  C o n g re s s . 
S p o n s o r  R e p re s e n ta t iv e  P e t t y jo h n ___________ C o m p o n e n t s L e g is la t iv e  O p e ra t in g  B u d g e t
R e q u e s t o r  H o u s e  J u d ic ia r y

E X P E N D IT U R E S / R E V E N U E S :  ( T H O U S A N D S  O F  D O L L A R S )
O P E R A T IN G F Y 9 1 F Y 9 2 F Y 9 3 F Y 9 4 F Y 9 5 F Y 9 6
P e r s o n a l S e rv ic e s
T r a v e l
C o n t r a c t u a l
S u p p lie s
E q u ip m e n t
L a n d  &  S t r u c t u r e s
G r a n t s ,  C la im s
M is c e l la n e o u s
T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 0 0 0 0 0 0

H L 31C A P IT A L

R E V E N U E

F U N D IN G :  (T H O U S A N D S  O F  D O L L A R S )
G e n e r a l  F u n d 0 0 0 0 0 0
F e d e r a l F u n d 0 0 0 0 0 0
O th e r 0 0 0 0 0 0
T O T A L 0 0 ........  0 0 0 0

P O S I T IO N S :
F u l l - T im e 0 0 0 0 0 0
P a r t - T im e 0 0 0 0 0 0
T e m p o r a r y 0 0 0 0 0 0

A N A L Y S IS :  (A T T A C H  A  S E P A R A T E  P A G E  I F  N E C E S S A R Y )

N O  F I S C A L  IM P A C T

P r e p a r e d  B y : P a m e la  A . S to o p s , D i r e c t o r  t f P h o n e : 4 6 5 - 3 8 5 0
D i v i s i o n :  A d m in is t r a t iv e  S e r v ic e s  » '  J D a te : 4 / 1 9 / 9 0

A p p r o v e d  B y : W a r re n  E n d ic o t t ,  E x e c u t iv e  D i r e c t o r l b '  C L - f ( ~ 7 - . t. t V v V -  r. s j f

A g e n c y . L e g is la t iv e  A f f a i r s  A g e n c y D a te : 4 / 1 9 / 9 0

D I S T R I B U T I O N  ( B Y  P R E P A R E R )  R E Q U E S T O R
L E G I S L A T IV E  F IN A N C E  O F F IC E  O F  M A N A G E M E N T  &  B U D G E T
L E G I S L A T IV E  S P O N S O R  A G E N C Y  ( I E S )

Page 1 of 1
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S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

1 9 9 0  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N

BILL V E R S I O N :  C S H J R  5 6  ( S A )

P U B L I S H  D A T E :  H O U S E  2 / 2 / 9 0

R E Q U E S T :
FISCAL NOTE

R ev is io n  D a le :  ___________________________________
T i d e : N u c l e a r - F r e e  A r c t i c  a n d

S u b a r c t i c
S p o n s o r : K o p o n e n  
R e q u e s to r :_____  _____

Agency A ffe c ted : ,  
B R U : ____________

C om p on en ts : .

E X P E N D IT U R E S / R E V E N U E S :  (Thousands o f  D o lla rs )
OPERAT ING FY  91 FY  92 FY  93 FY 94 FY  95 FY  96

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND £  STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TO TA L  OPERATING - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -

C A P IT A L - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -

R E  VENUE - 0 -
l in 

- 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -

F U N D IN G :  (Thousands o f  D o lla rs )
GENERALFUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL

- 0 - - 0 - - 0 - -0 - - c - -0 -

- C - - 0 - -0 - ... - ,T , . . . . . - n - - o -

P O S I T IO N S :
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

A N A L Y S IS  : (A ttach a separate page i f  necessary) 

N o  f i s c a l  i m p a c t .

P repared  b y :  H o u s e  S t a t e - A f  f a i r s -------------------------------------------------  Phone : 4 6 5 - * Q 6 3
D iv is io n  :    ^------------------------------- --------------------------- D a t e : J a n  2 5 .  1 QQD

A pp roved  by  C om m iss io n e r : ,  C h a i r  D a t e : J a n  2 5 ,  1 9 9 0
A g e n c y : _______________________________________________________________
D is tribu tion  (b y  p re p a re r ) :

L eg is la tiv e  F inance 
L eg is la tiv e  Spon so r 
Requestor
O ff ic e  o f  Management and Budget ^
Impacted Agency(ies) p a g e ----------- o f --------



0 2 1 0 8 4 S J R 0 3 8  D O C U M E N T -  1 O F  33 P A G E  -  1 O F

C H A M B E R  -  S

SOU RC E  -  S J R N

D ATE -  840 2 1 0

Y E A R  -  84

B I L L  -  SJR038

D O C U M E N T  T E X T

S J R N 0 2 1 0 8 4 S J R 0 3 8  

S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 38 b y  S e n a t o r s  V i c  Fischer, 

F e rguson, Moss, K e r t t u l a  a n d  J os e p h s o n ,

R e l a t i n g  to a n u c l e a r  f ree arctic, 

w a s  r e a d  th e  f i r s t  time a n d  r e f e r r e d  to the S t a t e  A f f a i r s  

C o m m i t t e e  a n d  the R e s o u r c e s  C ommittee.

EN D  O F  D O C U M E N T

0 2 1 3 8 4 H J R 0 6 7  D O C U M E N T -  2 O F  33 P A G E  -  1 O F  1

C H A M B E R  -  H

SOURCE -  H JR N

DAT E -  840213

Y E A R  -  84

B I L L  -  H J R 0 6 7

D O C U ME N T  T E X T

H J R N 0 2 1 3 8 4 H J R 0 6 7  

H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 67, b y  Koponen:

R e l a t i n g  to a n u c l e a r  f r e e  arctic, 

w a s  r e a d  the f i r s t  t i m e  a n d  r e f e r r e d  to the S t a t e  A f f a i r s  

C o m m i t t e e .

END O F  D O C U M E N T

0 3 2 3 8 4 S J R 0 3 8  D O C U M E N T -  3 O F  33 P A G E  -  1 O F  1

C H A M B E R  -  S

SOURCE =  SJRN

DATE =  840323

Y E A R  -  84

BILL =  SJR038

DO C UMENT T E X T

S J R N 0 3 2 3 8 4 S J R 0 3 8  

T h e  State A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  c o n s i d e r e d  S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  

NO. 38 ( n uc l e a r  free a r c t i c )  a n d  r e c o m m e n d e d  it be r e p l a c e d  

w i t h

CS F O R  S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 38 (SA)



W u h o u t  o bj e c t i o n ,  < C S  F O R  S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 

< ( R L S ) >  w a s  adopted.

E N D  O F  D O C U M E N T

0 5 2 2 8 4 S J R 0 3 8  D O C U M E N T -  9 O F  33 P A G E  -  1 O F  2

C H A M B E R  -  S

SOURCE -  S J R N

DATE -  840 52 2

Y E A R  =  84

B I L L  - S J R 0 3 8

D O C U M E N T  T E X T

S J R N 0 5 2 2 8 4 S J R 0 3 8  

CS F O R  S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 38 (RLS) w a s  r e a d  the 

s e c o n d  time.

S e n a t o r  P e t t y j o h n  o f f e r e d  A m e n d m e n t  No. 1:

Page 2, line 10: a f t e r  "region" i n s e r t  ", p r o­

v i d e d  tha t  an y  s u c h  a g r e e m e n t  or t r e a t y  shall 

n o t  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  the n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  o f  the 

U n i t e d  States, a n d  c o m p l i a n c e  shall be m u t u a l l y  

v e r i f i a b l e "

S e n a t o r  P e t t y j o h n  m o v e d  a n d  a s k e d  u n a n i m o u s  c o n s e n t  that 

A m e n d m e n t  No. 1 be adopt e d .  W i t h o u t  ob j e c t i o n ,  A m e n d m e n t  

No. 1 w a s  adopted.

S e n a t o r  R a y  m o v e d  a n d  a s k e d  u n a n i m o u s  c o n s e n t  that < CS  F O R >  

< S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 38 (RLS) a m >  be c o n s i d e r e d  en

0 5 2 2 8 4 S J R 0 3 8  D O C U M E N T -  9 O F  33 P A C E  =  2 O F  2

gr o ssed, a d v a n c e d  to t h i r d  r e a d i n g  an d  p l a c e d  o n  final p a s­

sage. W i t h o u t  ob j e c t i o n ,  it w a s  so ordered.

CS F O R  S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 38 (RLS) a m  was r e a d  the 

t h i r d  time.

T h e  q u e s t i o n  being: " S h a l l  CS F O R  S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N

NO. 38 (RLS) a m  ( nu c l e a r  free arctic) p as s  the S e nate?" The 

r o l l  was t a k e n  w i t h  the f o l l o w i n g  resulc:

CS S J R  38 RL S  A M  3RD

Yeas: 15 Eliason, Fahren k a m p , Faiks,

F er g u s o n , F i s c h e r  Paul, F i s c h e r  Vic, 

Gilm a n ,  H a l f or d ,  J o s e p h s o n ,  Kelly, 

K e r t t u l a ,  M ul c a h y ,  Rodey, Sackett, 

S t u r g u l e w s k i  

Nays: 4 Be n nett, P ettyjohn, Ray, Z i e g l e r

Excused: 1 M o s s

a n d  so, CS F O R  S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 38 (RLS) a m  p a s s e d  

the Senate.

S e n a t o r  B e n n e t t  gave n o t i c e  o f  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o n  CS FOR 

S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 38 (RLS) am.

E ND O F  D O C U M E N T



0 5 2 3 8 4 S J R 0 3 8  D O C U M E N T -  10 O F  33 P A G E  - 1 O F  2

C H A M B E R  - S

SOURCE -  S J R N

DATE -  84 0 5 2 3

YEA R -  84

BIL L  -  S J R 0 3 8

D O C U M E N T  T E X T

S J R N 0 5 2 3 8 4 S J R 0 3 8  

S e n a t o r  R a y  r e q u e s t e d  the r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o n  < C S  F O R  S E N A T E >  

< J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 38 (RLS) a m >  ( n u c l e a r  frto arct i c ) be 

t a k e n  up.

S E N A T E  R E S O L U T I O N S  IN T H I R D  R E A D I N G  

CS F O R  S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 38 (RLS) a m  w a s  b e f o r e  the 

S e n a t e  o n  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

T h e  q u e s t i o n  to be r e c o n s i d e r e d  is: "Shall CS F O R  S E N A T E  

J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 38 (RLS) a m  ( n u clear f r e e  a r c t ic )  pass 

the S e n a t e ? "  T h e  r o l l  w a s  t a k e n  w i t h  the f o l l o w i n g  result: 

C S S J R  38 R L S  A M  R E C O N

Yeas: 17 B e nn e t t ,  Elias o n,  F a h r e n ka m p ,

Faiks, Fer g u s o n ,  F i s c h e r  Paul,

F i s c h e r  Vic, Gilman, H a l f o rd ,

0 5 2 3 8 4 S J R 0 3 8  D O C U M E N T -  10 O F  33 P A G E  -  2 O F  2

J o s e p h s o n ,  Kelly, K e r t t u l a ,  Moss, 

M u l c a h y ,  Ro de y ,  Sackett,

S t u r g u l e w s k i  

Nays: 3 P e t t y j o h n ,  Ray, Z i e g l e r

a n d  so, CS F O R  S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 38 (RLS) a m  p a s s e d  

the S e n a t e  o n  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

E N D  O F  D O C U M E N T
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Offered: 2/2/90
Referred: Rules

O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r ( s ) :  R E P .  K O P O N E N ,  B r o w n ,  D a v i d s o n ,  M a c L e a n ,  F i n k e l s t e i n

1 IN THE H OUSE BY THE STATE AFFA I R S  COM M I T T E E

2 CS FOR H O U S E  JOINT R E S O L U TI O N  NO. 56 (State Affairs)

3 IN THE L EGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 SIXTEENTH L E G I S L A T UR E  - SECOND SESSION

5 R e l a t i n g  to the pr o mo t i o n  of a n u cl e a r

6 w e a po n s - f r e e  treaty for the arctic and

7 subarctic.

8 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISL A T UR E  OF TH E  STATE OF ALASKA:

9 WHEREAS the u n p r ecedented thawing of the cold war following the con-

10 versations betw e e n  former President R e a g a n  and President G o r bachev necesai-

11 tales a continuing restructuring of the relationship between Alaska and the

12 neighbo r i n g  areas of the Soviet Union; and

13 WHEREAS the main purpose of negoti at i n g  a nuclear weapons-free treaty,

14 as of all rational security policies, is to prevent nuclear war; and

15 WHEREAS an emphatic expression of feeling by citizens and their local

16 and state governments can help initiate steps by the U n i t e d  States, the

17 Soviet Union, and other nuclear powers towards w orld peace and away from

18 the brink of nucl e a r  war; and

19 WHEREAS over the past five years more than 4,225 communities in 23

20 nations have adopted resolutions calling for the establishment of nuclear-

21 free zones; and

22 WHEREAS 42 of the 50 states in the United States have proposals for

23 nuclear-free zones introduced or approved at state or local levels; and

24 WHEREAS there are five treaties in existence with as m a n y  as 83 signa-

25 tories, including the Un i t e d  States and the Soviet Union, pe rtaining to

26 nuclear-free zones in the Antarctic, outer space, Latin America, the South

27 Pacific, and on the o cean floor; and

28 WHEREAS n u c l e a r  weapons are themselves n u c l e ar  targets, and to remove

29 the targets will reduce the risk of de s t r u c t i on  to the territory in w h i c h

HJR0543 -1- CSHJR 56(SA)
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1 they wer e located in case of nuclear war; and

2 WHEREAS 58.4 percent of Alaska voters in the August 1986 election

3 expressed their strong support for Ballot M e a s u r e  No. 1, which d e c lared as

4 the policy of the state the pro m o t i o n  of a m ut u a l  and v erifiable nuclear

5 weapons freeze to be followed by a r e d uction in nucle a r  warheads, missiles,

6 and other delivery systems in order to halt the nucl e a r  arms race and

7 reduce the risk of nuclear war; and .

8 WHEREAS the Chernobyl n u c l e a r  power plant d i s as t e r  in the Soviet Union

9 has resulted in the spread of nuclear po i s on  to neighboring territories,

10 including arctic regions of Scandinavia; and

11 WHEREAS the environmental devastation of these regions has seriously

12 jeopardized the he a lt h  and lifestyle of the Saami people; and

13 WHEREAS the radioactive contamination of the region above the Arctic

14 Circle from the previous use and testing of n u c l e a r  weapons has caused the

15 permanent inhabitants cf the arctic region to carry body-burdens of long-

16 lived, biologically dangerous radionuclides in amounts in excess of all the

17 world's people except for the atomic bomb vict i m s  in Hiroshima and Nagasaki

18 during August 1945; and

19 WHEREAS any further d eposition of n u c l e ar  materials in the food-chain

20 of the arctic and subarctic regions will result in biologically unacccpt-

21 able radiation standards for people and ecosystems; and

22 WHEREAS the storage or transportation of high level radioactive nu-

23 clear wastes in A l a s k a  could pose serious health, safety, and e nv i ronmental

24 risks to the state's residents; and

25 WHEREAS the Inuit Circum po l a r  Conference and the legislative bodies of

26 the Northwest Territories, the Yukon, and G r e e n l a n d  have u n an i m o u s l y  ap-

27 proved resolutions calling for restriction of the arctic to uses that are

28 peaceful and environmentally safe, and p r o h i b i t i n g  the deployment and

29 testing of nuclear weapons in this area; and

CSHJR 5 6 (SA) -2- HJR05 6 B
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1 WHEREAS a ban on nucl ea r  weapons testing, the depl oy m e n t  of most

2 nuclear weapons delivery systems, and the p r oduction of fissile materials

3 can be verif i ed  wit h  h i g h  confidence by on-site inspections, and a world-

4 wide network of seismic monitors, satellites, and o ther v e r i f i c a t i o n  tech-

5 nology; and

6 WHEREAS the people of Alaska desire to continue to live in freedom in

7 a world that is at peace and safe from nuclear pollution; and

8 WHEREAS the ratification of a inulti-lateral and v e ri f i a b l e  nuclear-

9 free arctic and subarctic treaty represents a creative and m e a n i n g f ul  first

10 step towards e s t a b lishing a n u clear-weapons free world, w h i c h  is the ulti-

11 mate intent of this resolution;

12 BE IT R E S O L V E D  by the Alaska State Legislature that the G o v e rn o r  and

13 the Alaska congressional delegation are requested to p r o mo t e  and initiate

14 efforts to

15 (1) encourage verifiable bilateral and m u l t i l a t e r a l  agreements

16 and treaties betw e e n  the United States, the Soviet Union, a n d  other nations

17 establishing the arctic and subarctic regions as a n u c l e a r  wea po n s - f r e e

18 zone;

1 9 (2) obtain v erif i a b le  bilateral and mu l t i l a t e r a l  agreements and

20 treaties b e t w e e n  the United States, the Sov.et Union, and o t h e r  nations to

21 ban nuclear weapons from the arctic and subarctic regions;

22 (3) prevent all parties, including m i l it a r y  forces, from dispos-

23 ing of radioactive and n u c l e a r  wastes and materials in the arctic and

24 subarctic regions;

25 (4) obtain v e rifiable bilateral and m u l t i l a t e r a l  agreements and

26 treaties b e t we e n  the Un it e d  States, the Soviet Union, and o t h er  nations to

27 prevent nucl e a r  weapons testing u r - t h e- p  lac erne n t -Tyf~nTO~lirar-^eaptms-^ru>3:a ted-

in the arctic and subarctic regions; and 

29 (5) promote and encourage the location of the next U S / U S S R

HJR056B -3- CSHJR 56(SA)
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1 summit conference to be in Alaska so that w o r l d  attention an d  concern can

2 be drawn to the e n v i r o n m en t a l  and security concerns of a r c t i c  and subarctic

3 areas; and be it

4 FURTHER R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  State Legislature d o e s  not seek to

5 limit the use of n u c l e a r  technology for m e d i c a l  treatment o r  other safe and

6 benign purposes; and be it

7 FURTHER R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  State Legislature d o e s  not seek to

8 discourage or p r o h i b i t United States Navy n uc lear-powered vessels

9 aftSseasWg” Alaska w a t e r s

10 COPIES of this r e s o l u t i o n shall be sent to the H o n o r a b l e  George Bush,

11 President of the U n i t e d  States; the Honorable Mikhail Gorbachev, President

12 of the U.S.S.R.; the H o norable James A. Baker, III, U.S. Secretary of

13 State; to the H o n o r a b l e  Richard R. Burt, H e a d  of Delegation and Negotiator;

14 and to the Honorable Te d  Stevens and the Honorable Frank Murkowski, U.S.

15 Senators, and the H o n o r a b l e  Don Young, U.S. Representative, members of the

16 Alaska delegation in Congress.
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O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r ( s ) :  R E P .  K O P O N E N ,  B r o w n ,  D a v i d s o n ,  M a c L e a n ,  F i n k e l s t e i n

(

L

1 IN THE HOUSE BY THE STATE AFFAIRS COM MI T T E E

2 CS FOR H O U S E  JOINT R E S O L U T IO N  NO. 56 (State Affairs)

3 IN T H E  LEGISL A T U R E OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A

4 S I X TEENTH L E G I S L A T U R E  - SECOND SESS I O N

5 R e l ating to the p r o m o t i o n  of a nucle a r

6 w e a p on s - f r e e  treaty for the arctic and

7 subarctic.

8 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISL AT U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 WHEREAS the u n pr e c e d e n t ed  thawing of the cold w a r  following the con-

10 versutions b e t w e e n  former President Reagan and President Gorbachev necessi-

11 tales a c o ntinuing restructuring of the relationship betw e e n  Alaska and the

12 neighboring areas of the Soviet Union; and

13 WHEREAS the m a i n  purpose of ne g o t i a t i ng  a nuclear w e a p o ns-free treaty,

14 as of all rational security policies, is to prevent n u c l e a r  war; and

15 WHEREAS an e m p h a t ic  expr e s si o n  of feeling by citizens and their local

16 and state governments can help initiate steps by the U n i t e d  States, the

17 Soviet Union, and o th e r  nuclear powers towards world p eace and away from

18 the brink of n u c l e a r  war; and

19 WHEREAS eve r  the past five years more t han 4,225 communities in 23

70 nations have adopted resolutions calling for the establishment of nuclear-

21 free zones; and

22 WHEREAS 42 of the 50 states in the U n i t e d  States h ave proposals for

23 nuclear-free zones introduced or ap p roved at state or local levels; and

24 WHEREAS there are five treaties in existence w i t h  as many as 83 signa-

25 tories, including the United States and the Soviet Union, p e rtaining to

26 nuclear-free zones in the Antarctic, outer space, L a t i n  America, the South

27 Pacific, and on the o c e a n  floor; and

28 WHEREAS nu c l e a r  weapons are themselves nuclear targets, and to remove

29 the targets will reduce the risk of destru c t i o n to the territory in w h ic h

HJR056B -1- CSHJR 5 6 (SA)
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1 they w e r e  located in case of nucl e a r  war; and

2 WHER E A S  58.4 percent of Al a s k a voters in the August 1986 election

3 expressed their strong support for Ballot Measure No. 1, which declared as

4 the po l i c y of the state the p r o m o t i o n  of a mutual and verif i a b l e  nuc'>ar

5 weapons freeze to be followed by a reduction in nucl e a r  warheads, missiles,

6 and o t h e r  delivery systems in order to halt the nuclear arms race and

7 reduce the risk of nucl e a r  war; and .

8 WHER EA S  the Chernobyl n u c l ea r  power plant disaster in the Soviet Union

9 lias resulted in the spread of nucl e ar  po i s o n  to neighboring territories,

10 including arctic regions of Scandinavia; and

11 WHER E A S  the environmental d evastation of these regions has seriously

12 jeopardized the health and lifestyle of the Saami people; and

13 WHEREAS the radioactive contamination of the region above the Arctic

14 Circle from the previous use and testing of nuclear weapons has caused the

15 permanent inhabitants of the arctic region to carry body-burdens of long-

16 lived, biologically dangerous radionuclides in amounts in excess of all the

17 world's people except for the atomic bomb victims in Hiroshima and Nagasaki

18 during August 1945; and

19 WHEREAS any further depos i t i o n  of nuclear materials in the food-chain

20 of the arctic and subarctic regions will result in biologically unaccept-

21 able radiation standards for people and ecosystems; and

22 WHEREAS the storage or transpo rt a t i o n  of h i g h  level r adioactive nu-

23 clear wastes in Alaska could pose serious health, safety, and environmental

24 risks to the state's residents; and

25 WHEREAS the Inuit C i r c u m po l a r  Conference and the legislative bodies of

26 the Northwest Territories, the Yukon, and Greenland have u n a n i m o us l y  ap-

27 proved resolutions calling for r estriction of the arctic to uses that are

28 peaceful and environmentally safe, and prohibiting the d e ployment a d

29 testing of nuclear weapons in this area; and
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1 WHEREAS a  b a n  on n u c l e a r  w e ap on s  t e s t i n g ,  t h e  d e p lo y m e n t  o f  m o s t

2 n u c l e a r  w e ap o n s  d e l i v e r y  s y s t e m s ,  a n d  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  f i s s i l e  m a t e r i a l s

3 c a n  b e  v e r i f i e d  w i t h  h i g h  c o n f i d e n c e  b y  o n - s i t e  i n s p e c t i o n s ,  a n d  a w o r l d -

4 w i d e  n e tw o r k  o f  s e i s m i c  m o n i t o r s ,  s a t e l l i t e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  v e r i f i c a t i o n  t e c h -

5 n o l o g y ;  and

6 WHEREAS t h e  p e o p l e  o f  A l a s k a  d e s i r e  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  l i v e  i n  f r e e d o m  i n

7 a w o r l d  t h a t  i s  a t  p e a c e  a n d  s a f e  f r o m  n u c l e a r  p o l l u t i o n ;  a n d

8 WHEREAS t h e  r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  a m u l t i - l a t e r a l  a n d  v e r i f i a b l e  n u c l e a r -

9 f r e e  a r c t i c  a n d  s u b a r c t i c  t r e a t y  r e p r e s e n t s  a c r e a t i v e  a n d  m e a n i n g f u l  f i r s t

10 s t e p  t o w a r d s  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  n u c l e a r - w e a p o n s  f r e e  w o r l d ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  u l t i -

11 m a te  i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n ;

12 BE I T  RESOLVED b y  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  t h e  G o v e r n o r  a n d

13 t h e  A l a s k a  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  d e l e g a t i o n  a r e  r e q u e s t e d  t o  p r o m o te  a n d  i n i t i a t e

14 e f f o r t s  t o
15 (1) e n c o u r a g e  v e r i f i a b l e  b i l a t e r a l  a n d  m u l t i l a t e r a l  a g r e e m e n t s

16 a n d  t r e a t i e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  t h e  S o v i e t  U n io n ,  a n d  o t h e r  n a t i o n s

17 e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  a r c t i c  a n d  s u b a r c t i c  r e g i o n s  a s  a n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s - f r e e

18 z o n e ;
19 (2) o b t a i n  v e r i f i a b l e  b i l a t e r a l  and  m u l t i l a t e r a l  a g r e e m e n t s  a n d

20 t r e a t i e s  b e tw e e n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  t h e  S o v i e t  U n io n ,  a n d  o t h e r  n a t i o n s  t o

21 b a n  n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s  f r o m  t h e  a r c t i c  a n d  s u b a r c t i c  r e g i o n s ;

22 (3) p r e v e n t  a l l  p a r t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s ,  f r o m  d i s p o s -

23 i n g  o f  r a d i o a c t i v e  a n d  n u c l e a r  w a s t e s  a n d  m a t e r i a l s  i n  t h e  a r c t i c  a n d

24 s u b a r c t i c  r e g i o n s ;
25 (4) o b t a i n  v e r i f i a b l e  b i l a t e r a l  a n d  m u l t i l a t e r a l  a g r e e m e n t s  a n d

26 t r e a t i e s  b e tw e e n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  t h e  S o v i e t  U n io n ,  a n d  o t h e r  n a t i o n s  t o
. t o  p r , w e * \ T

27 p r e v e n t  n u c l e a r  w e ap on s  t e s t i n g  o r  t h e  p l a c e m e n t  o f  n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s - r e l a t e d

28 d e v i c e s  i n  t h e  a r c t i c  an d  s u b a r c t i c  r e g i o n s ;  and

29 (5) p r o m o t e  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  n e x t  US/USSR

HJR056B -3- CSHJR 56(SA)
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1 sum m it  c o n f e r e n c e  t o  b e  i n  A l a s k a  s o  t h a t  w o r l d  a t t e n t i o n  a n d  c o n c e r n  c a n

2 be  d raw n  t o  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  s e c u r i t y  c o n c e r n s  o f  a r c t i c  and  s u b a r c t i c

3 a r e a s ;  a n d  b e  i t

5 l i m i t  t h e  u s e  o f  n u c l e a r  t e c h n o l o g y  f o r  m e d i c a l  t r e a t m e n t  o r  o t h e r  s a f e  and

6 b e n i g n  p u r p o s e s ;  and  b e  i t

8 d i s c o u r a e e  o r  p r o h i b i t  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  N avv  n u c l e a r - p o w e r e d  v e s s e l s  f r o m

12 o f  t h e  U . S . S . R . ;  t h e  H o n o r a b le  J am es  A . B a k e r ,  I I I ,  U . S .  S e c r e t a r y  o f

13 S t a t e ;  t o  t h e  H o n o r a b le  R i c h a r d  R . B u r t ,  H ead  o f  D e l e g a t i o n  a n d  N e g o t i a t o r ;

14 a n d  t o  t h e  H o n o r a b le  T e d  S t e v e n s  a n d  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i ,  U .S .

15 S e n a t o r s ,  a n d  t h e  H o n o r a b le  Don Y o u n g ,  U .S .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m embers o f  t h e

16 A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  i n  C o n g r e s s .

4 FURTHER RESOLVED t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  d o e s  n o t  s e e k  t o

7 FURTHER RESOLVED t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  d o e s  n o t  s e e k  to

10 COPIES o f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  b e  s e n t  t o  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  G eo rg e  B u s h ,

11 P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  M i k h a i l  G o r b a c h e v ,  P r e s i d e n t

CSHJR 5 6 (SA) -4- HJR056B



Alaska State Legislature
Representative Niilo Koponen

Pouch V 
Ju n e a u , A laska  99811 

(907) 465-4992

H o u s e  D i s t r i c t  2 1 119 N. C ushm an, S u ite  207 
F airbanks, A laska 99701 

(907) 456-8172

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  
C S H J R  56 (SA)

T h e  w o r l d  s i t u a t i o n  h a s  c h a n g e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  i n  t h e  l a s t  y e a r  a n d  
i t  w o u l d  a p p e a r  t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  c a n  n o w  n e g o t i a t e  a 
b r e a k t h r o u g h  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  n u c l e a r - d i s a r m a m e n t  i n  t h e  a r c t i c  a n d  
s u b a r c t i c .  H J R  5 6  is v e r y  s i m i l a r  t o  P r e s i d e n t  E i s e n h o w e r ' s  o p e n  

s k i e s  p r o p o s a l ,  r e c e n t l y  r e v i v e d  b y  P r e s i d e n t  B u s h .

T h e  H o u s e  v o t e d  t o  p a s s  H J R  4 ( n u c l e a r - f r e e  a r c t i c )  i n  t h e  1 5 t h  
L e g i s l a t u r e .  H J R  4 d i e d  i n  t h e  S e n a t e  d u r i n g  t h a t  l e g i s l a t u r e .  

L a s t  y e a r  I i n t r o d u c e d  H J R  56, a n  u p d a t e d  v e r s i o n  o f  t h a t  
r e s o l u t i o n  w h i c h  s p e c i f i c a l l y  s p e a k s  t o  n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s .  It 
i n c l u d e s  m o s t  o f  t h e  c o m p r o m i s e  l a n g u a g e  a d d e d  t o  H J R 4  a t  t h e  
r e q u e s t  o f  m i n o r i t y  m e m b e r s .  H J R  56 a l s o  a s k s  t h a t  a s u m m i t  
m e e t i n g  f o r  t h e s e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  b e  h e l d ,  a p p r o p r i a t e l y ,  in A l a s k a .  
T h e s e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  s h o u l d  l e a d  t o  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  u s e  o f  t h e  
a r c t i c  s e a  l a n e s  f o r  t r a f f i c  b e t w e e n  t h e  P a c i f i c  R i m  n a t i o n s  a n d  
t h e  E u r o p e a n  C o m m o n  M a r k e t .  A l a s k a  w i l l  b e  c e n t r a l  t o  s u c h  
d e v e l o p m e n t .  T h e  P o r t  o f  U n a l a s k a  is a c t i v e l y  p u r s u i n g  S o v i e t  
a n d  S c a n d i n a v i a n  p a r t n e r s  i n  s u c h  v e n t u r e s .  U n a l a s k a ' s  m a y o r ,  
P a u l  F u h s  w a s  a s t r o n g  a n d  e a r l y  s u p p o r t e r  o f  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  f o r  

p r e c i s e l y  t h a t  r e a s o n .
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INITIATIVES

1 9 8 6  

INITIATIVE PROPOSAL NO. 1
on For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the establishment of a
he nuclear freeze as the policy of the S tate.”
•or Section 1. DECLARATION OF POLICY. It is the policy of the State
t0 of Alaska:

(1) to recognjze tha t the greatest challenge facing the Earth is to
,c. prevent the occurrence of nuclear war by accident or design;

(2) to recognize tha t the nuclear arm s race is dangerously increas-
s. ing the risk of a holocaust th a t would be humanity’s final v/ar;
or W /  (3) to promote a mutual and verifiable freeze followed by reductions

in nuclear warheads, missiles, and other delivery systems in order to 
halt the nuclear arms race and to reduce the risk of nuclear war. 

Section 2. IMPLEMENTATION, (a) The Governor shall conduct the 
ig affairs of state and carry out state programs in conformity with this

policy.
(b) The Lieutenant Governor shall deliver copies of this Act to Con- 

;e gress and the President of the United States.
|s Section 3. EFFECTIVE DATE. This initiative shall be effective

when enacted according to law. 
j. Approved August 26, 1986

Effective December 18, 1986

E d ito r’s n o tes . — Sections 1 and  2 
have been codified as AS 44.99.120 and 
44.99.125 respectively.

11
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T e rr ito ry  w h ic h  c o u ld  b e  in c lu d e d  in  a n  
A rc tic  in te rn a t io n a l in s p e c t io n  z o n e
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T e rr ito ry  w h ic h  c o u ld  b e  in c lu d e d  in a n  
A rc tic  in te rn a t io n a l in s p e c t io n  z o n e

/Vofe:The Open Skies proposal formulated by US President George Bush in May 1999. and later elaborated on by 
Canadian officials and at the September meeting in Jackson Hole between US Secretary of State Jam es Baker and 
Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze calls for aerial surveillance of the territories of North America (Canada 
and the USA), Europe (NATO and Warsaw Pact countries in the area Vrom the 'Atlantic to the Urals'), and the Soviet 
Union (remaining territory east of the Urals). The Open Skies proposal in its present formulation covers only the terri­
tories of 16 NATO and 7 Warsaw Pact countries, and does not extend to the neutral countries in Europe such as 
Finland and Sweden; nor does it include the area of the Arctic ocean. At the time of wriling, the NATO and Warsaw 
Pact countries were scheduled to hold a meeting on the Open Skies concept in Canada either in late 1989 or in 

eariy 1990.

Map 4 17
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TO TESTIFY;

CS HJR 63, sponsored by Representative Martin.

Pa s s e d  g u v  

’3-I24&
Representative Martin

NOTES;

PAT, you may need a road map to understand what we are doing in today's 
hearing. The key is: WE ARE PROPOSING A SENATE CS FOR THE HOUSE CS FOR HJR 
63 THAT IS IDENTICAL TO THE CS WE PASSED OUT OF COMMITTEE FOR SJR 61 WITH 
TWO ADDITIONAL CHANGES; which are adding "and certain other countries" to 
Page 1, Line 10 and replacing the word "sanctuary" with the word "refuge" 

on Page 1, lines 25 and 29.

Proposed SCS for CS for HJR 63:

Relating to persons immigrating to and requesting asylum.

Committee packets contain a proposed Senate CS f o r  HJR 63, which matches 
the Senate resolution (SJR 61) we passed out with T W O  ADDITIONAL CHANGES;

Page 1, Line 10: added the words "and certain other countries".

(This addition was recommended by the woman, Peggy Bergsrud, who initiated 
the resolution out of Martin's office and is based on a congressional 

resolution concerning immigrants)

Page 1, Lines 25 and 29: replaced the word "sanctuary" with the word
"refuge". (This change was recommended based on the word sanctuary being
too closely tied wit.i the "Sanctuary Movement" which the Immigration and
Naturalization Service (INS) seems to interpret as a movement that encour­
ages immigrants to stay in the country illegally. In other words, it is a 
red flag to the INS and could weaken the resolution's impact.)

Changes to S J R  61/In comparison to the CS for HJR 63 prior to developing 
the Senate CS for the House CS for HJR 63:

CS SJR 61 CS HJR 63

Amended to refer to general 
changes in Eastern Bloc 
countries

Specifies change from 
communism to democracy

Eliminated reference to 
consideration of changes 
when evaluating applications

States that consideration 
of changes may prevent 
asylum being granted 
because they "may not 
need it anymore"
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Refers to applicants' 

The 4th Whereas in CS HJR 63 fear of persecution
was eliminated from SJR 61 by communist controlled

military,police and 

leadership

Amended to read Legislature 
recognizes governments 
may be subject to change 
during political unrest

States legislative 
support for glasnost & 
perestroika and that 
Eastern Bloc governments 
will be unstable until 
changes are complete

*Amended to match CS HJR 63 *Identical to SJR 61
from BE IT RESOLVED forward. from BE IT RESOLVED

forward.

*See next page for specific amendment language.

^  M c f H S S ;

V 0 .O 6L -  s p a ^ & r s  u j ^ - h  b o + A  f a l f c a ,  A c ^ r A / u ^

M ^ r A / v s  / i V k v l t i u - s  r < s s p o A J ^ > € _  S o .u a j A ' S  C i r *  ^ . s

) 0 / J ^  £ X S  ( X o e )  < sA < l. f

\ C s  a  £ b e , r \ j I . . .  61f

. S c u d  i " f "  d i 3 a u A je )  h  k z .  <u. p r a b l e . A \ t
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I  1 ■■ ‘  ' , *■
A \ i. 1 c r n  /• 1
/ W h c W h t S  *. - to  S J R  6 1

+a rtuJ-ck CS H J R  4 3 .

P A S S B D  b \ j  S e s ,  s t a t e  A F F A lE S

SJR 61

Amendment #1: Change Page 2, (2) (A) to read (2) (B)

Add under (2):
(A) to halt the process of deportation from the United States of 

persons from Eastern Bloc countries who have requested political asylum r.;.d 

are on United States soil:

21 (C)Amendment it2: Page 2 Line 
change to read
(C) to grant amnesty or political asylum on humanitarian grounds to 

each person who is on United States soil, who has submitted an application 
for political asylum in the United States and who would have been eligible 
for asylum except for the recent political changes in the Eastern Bloc 
countries, unless the person could be considered a threat to national 
security or is otherwise determined to be undesirable under current United 

State immigration law.

28Amendment tt3: Page 2, Line 
change to read 
Copies of this resolution 

Bush, President of the United
shall be 
States;

sent
the

to the Honorable George 
Honorable Dan Quavle,

Vice-President of the United States and President of the U.S. Senate; the 
Honorable Thomas S. Foley. Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives; 

the Honorable . . .

_________
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I n t r o d u c e d :  1/31/90
R e f e r r e d :  L a b o r  & Commerce

-/90 ‘ . 1835E

O r ig i n a l  s p o n s o r ( s ) :  REP. MARTIN, Z aw ack i, Leman, G ru e n b e rg

P r e . v i a u s  S a A . S + . / ^ , te

p o W 'i o A i S

W  4 1 .

IN  THE HOUSE BY THE STATE AFFA IRS COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE JO INT RESOLUTION NO. 63 ( S t a t e  A f f a i r s )

IN  THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

R e l a t i n g  t o  p e r s o n s  i m m i g r a t i n g  t o  a n d  

r e q u e s t i n g  a s y l u m  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .

BE I T  RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS t h e  E a s t e r n  B l o c  c o u n t r i e s  o f  H u n g a r y ,  P o l a n d ,  E a s t  G e rm an y ,

9 t h e  U n io n  o f  S o v i e t  S o c i a l i s t  R e p u b l i c s ,  C z e c h o s l o v a k i a ,  B u l g a r i a ,  a n d

10 R om an ia  a r e  m o v in g  away f r o m  commun ism  t o w a r d s  d e m o c r a c y ;  a n d

11 WHEREAS some i n d i v i d u a l s  f r o m  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  h a v e  r e q u e s t e d  p o l i t i c a l

12 a s y l u m  an d  f r e e d o m  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;  a n d

13 WHEREAS t h e  c h a n g e £ f r o m  communism  t o w a r d s  d e m o c r a c y }  i n  t h e  E a s t e r n
_  _o.rc-

14 B l o c  c o u n t r i e s / _ i s /  b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  I m m i g r a t i o n  a n d  N a t u r a l i z a t i o n

15 S e r v i c e  when  i t  e v a l u a t e s  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a s y l u m  a p p l i c a t i o n s  o f  p e r s o n s  f r o m

16 t h e  E a s t e r n  B lo c  c o u n t r i e s , f  a n d  t h i s  a p p r o a c h  may p r e v e n t  some p e r s o n s  f r o m

17 r e c e i v i n g  a s y l u m  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  may n o t  be  c o n s i d e r e d  t o

18 n e e d  p o l i t i c a l  a s y l u m  a n y  moreTj an d

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

19 / WHEREAS e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  p o l i c e ,  a n d  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  some o f
m

20 t h e  E a s t e r n  B l o c  c o u n t r i e s  s t i l l  r e m a i n  u n d e r  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  c o m m u n i s t

21 a u t h o r i t i e s  a n d ,  i f  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  a s y l u m  f r o m  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s

22 a r e  d e n i e d ,  t h e  a p p l i c a n t s  f e c r  p e r s e c u t i o n  b y  t h e  c o m m u n i s t - c o n t r o l l e d

23 e l e m e n t s  a f t e r  t h e y  a r e  d e p o r t e d  f r o m  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  ( and

24 WHEREAS, a l t h o u g h  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e ^ s u p p o r t s  g l a s n o s t  a n d

25 p e r e s t r o i k a ,  i t l  r e c o g n i z e s  t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t s  o f  t h e  E a s t e r n  B lo c  coun-
.'Ha.y TZz S c k u ^  cUt-n<\<2L. A,Yiaa} <s. pr.riec) A  pcl'i^Jj-1 Vxjrc'Sf"

26 t r i o a l w i i l  fee u n s t a b l e  u n t i l  t h e  T J o l i t i c a r  c h a n g e s  a r e  c o m p le t e  \ and

27 WHEREAS t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i s  a  s t r o n g  s u p p o r t e r  o f  human r i g h t s  a n d

28 w a s  f o u n d e d  on t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  r i g h t  t o  l i f e ,  l i b e r t y ,

29 a n d  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  h a p p i n e s s ;  and

HJR063B -1- CSHJR 6 3 (SA)



1 WHEREAS A l a s k a  h a s  b e n e f i t e d  f r o m  t h e  im m i g r a n t s  who h a v e  a l r e a d y  come

2 t o  t h e  s t a t e ;  a n d

3 WHEREAS A l a s k a  c a n  p r o v i d e  a  s a n c t u a r y  f o r  p e r s o n s  who s e e k  p o l i t i c a l

4 a s y l u m  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;

5 BE I T  RESOLVED t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

6 (1) d e c l a r e s  t h a t  i t  w e lc o m e s  im m i g r a n t s  f r o m  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s

7 a n d  i s  w i l l i n g  t o  s e r v e  a s  a  s a n c t u a r y  f o r  p e r s o n s  who a r e  s e e k i n g  p o l i t -

8 i c a l  a s y l u m  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;  a n d

9 (2) u r g e s  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  I m m i g r a t i o n  a n d  N a t u r a l i z a t i o n

10 S e r v i c e

11 (A) t o  h a l t  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  d e p o r t a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  U n i t e d

12 S t a t e s  o f  p e r s o n s  f r o m  E a s t e r n  B l o c  c o u n t r i e s  who h a v e  r e q u e s t e d

13 p o l i t i c a l  a s y l u m  a n d  a r e  on  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  s o i l ;

14 (B) n o t  t o  u s e  t h e  r e c e n t  p o l i t i c a l  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  E a s t e r n

15 B l o c  c o u n t r i e s

16 ( i )  t o  d e n y  p o l i t i c a l  a s y l u m  t o  p e r s o n s  f r o m  t h o s e

17 c o u n t r i e s ,  e v e n  i f  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a s y l u m  w a s s u b m i t t e d  b e f o r e

18 t h e  c h a n g e s  b e g a n ;  o r

19 ( i i )  t o  r e v o k e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a s y l u m  a l r e a d y  g r a n t e d  t o

20 p e r s o n s  f r o m  t h o s e  c o u n t r i e s ;

21 (C) t o  g r a n t  a m n e s t y  o r  p o l i t i c a l  a s y l u m  on  h u m a n i t a r i a n

22 g r o u n d s  t o  e a c h  p e r s o n  who i s  on U n i t e d  S t a t e s  s o i l ,  who h a s  s u b m i t t e d

23 an  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  a s y l u m  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  a n d  who

24 w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  e l i g i b l e  f o r  a s y l u m  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  r e c e n t  p o l i t i c a l

25 c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  E a s t e r n  B l o c  c o u n t r i e s ,  u n l e s s  t h e  p e r s o n  c o u l d  b e

26 c o n s i d e r e d  a  t h r e a t  t o  n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  o r  i s  o t h e r w i s e  d e t e r m i n e d  t o

27 b e  u n d e s i r a b l e  u n d e r  c u r r e n t  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i m m i g r a t i o n  l a w .

28 COPIES o f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  b e  s e n t  t o  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  G e o rg e  B u s h ,

29 P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  Dan Q u a y l e ,  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  o f

CSHJR 6 3 (SA) -2- HJR063B
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1 t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U .S .  S e n a t e ;  t h e  H o n o r a b le  Thomas S .

2 F o l e y ,  S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  U .S .  H ou se  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  Gene

3 M cN a r y ,  C o m m i s s i o n e r - D e s i g n a t e  o f  t h e  U .S .  I m m i g r a t i o n  a n d  N a t u r a l i z a t i o n

4 S e r v i c e ;  a n d  t o  t h e  H o n o r a b le  T e d  S t e v e n s  a n d  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k

5 M u r k o w s k i ,  U . S .  S e n a t o r s ,  a n d  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  Don Y o u n g ,  U . S .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,

6 members o f  t h e  A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  i n  C o n g r e s s .

HJR063B -3- C S H J R 6 3 (SA)
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O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r ( s ) : REP . M A R T IN ,  Z a w a c k i ,  L e m a n ,  G r u e n b e r g ,  B o u c h e r ,
M . D a v i s

IN  THE HOUSE BY THE STATE A F F A IR S  COMMITTEE

SENATE CS FOR CS FOR HOUSE J O IN T  R ESO LU T IO N  NO. 63  ( S t a t e  A f f a i r s )

I N  THE LE G IS LA TU R E  OF THE STATE  OF ALASKA  

S IX TE E N T H  LE G IS LA T U R E  -  SECOND SESS IO N

R e l a t i n g  t o  p e r s o n s  i m m i g r a t i n g  t o  a n d  

r e q u e s t i n g  a s y l u m  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .

BE I T  RESOLVED BY THE LE G IS LA TU R E  OF THE STATE  OF ALA S K A :

WHEREAS t h e  E a s t e r n  B l o c  c o u n t r i e s  o f  H u n g a r y ,  P o l a n d ,  E a s t  G e rm a n y ,  

t h e  U n i o n  o f  S o v i e t  S o c i a l i s t  R e p u b l i c s ,  C z e c h o s l o v a k i a ,  B u l g a r i a ,  a n d  

R o m a n ia ,  a n d  c e r t a i n  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  a r e  m o v i n g  a w a y  f r o m  c o m m u n is m  t o w a r d s  

d e m o c r a c y ;  a n d
t

WHEREAS som e  i n d i v i d u a l s  f r o m  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  h a v e  r e q u e s t e d  p o l i t i c a l  

a s y l u m  a n d  f r e e d o m  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;  a n d

WHEREAS t h e  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  E a s t e r n  B l o c  c o u n t r i e s  a r e  b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  

b y  t h e  I m m i g r a t i o n  a n d  N a t u r a l i z a t i o n  S e r v i c e  w h e n  i t  e v a l u a t e s  t h e  p o l i t i ­

c a l  a s y l u m  a p p l i c a t i o n s  o f  p e r s o n s  f r o m  t h e  E a s t e r n  B l o c  c o u n t r i e s ;  a n d

WHEREAS t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  r e c o g n i z e s  t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t s  

o f  t h e  E a s t e r n  B l o c  c o u n t r i e s  m ay  b e  s u b j e c t  t o  c h a n g e  d u r i n g  a p e r i o d  o f  

p o l i t i c a l  u n r e s t ;  a n d

WHEREAS t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i s  a  s t r o n g  s u p p o r t e r  o f  h um an  r i g h t s  a n d  

w a s  f o u n d e d  o n  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  r i g h t  t o  l i f e ,  l i b e r t y ,

a n d  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  h a p p i n e s s ;  a n d

WHEREAS A l a s k a  h a s  b e n e f i t e d  f r o m  t h e  i m m i g r a n t s  w ho  h a v e  a l r e a d y  com e  

t o  t h e  s t a t e ;  a n d

WHEREAS A l a s k a  c a n  p r o v i d e  a  r e f u g e  f o r  p e r s o n s  w ho  s e e k  p o l i t i c a l  

a s y l u m  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;

BE I T  RESOLVED t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

( 1 )  d e c l a r e s  t h a t  i t  w e l c o m e s  i m m i g r a n t s  f r o m  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s

a n d  i s  w i l l i n g  t o  s e r v e  a s  a r e f u g e  f o r  p e r s o n s  w ho  a r e  s e e k i n g  p o l i t i c a l
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a s y l u m  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;  a n d

( 2 )  u r g e s  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  I m m i g r a t i o n  a n d  N a t u r a l i z a t i o n

S e r v i c e

(A )  t o  h a l t  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  d e p o r t a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  U n i t e d

S t a t e s  o f  p e r s o n s  f r o m  E a s t e r n  B l o c  c o u n t r i e s  w ho  h a v e  r e q u e s t e d

p o l i t i c a l  a s y l u m  a n d  a r e  o n  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  s o i l ;

( B )  n o t  t o  u s e  t h e  r e c e n t  p o l i t i c a l  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  E a s t e r n  

B l o c  c o u n t r i e s

( i )  t o  d e n y  p o l i t i c a l  a s y l u m  t o  p e r s o n s  f r o m  t h o s e

c o u n t r i e s ,  e v e n  i f  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a s y l u m  w a s  s u b m i t t e d  b e f o r e  

t h e  c h a n g e s  b e g a n ;  o r

( i i )  t o  r e v o k e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a s y l u m  a l r e a d y  g r a n t e d  t o  

p e r s o n s  f r o m  t h o s e  c o u n t r i e s ;

(C )  t o  g r a n t  a m n e s t y  o r  p o l i t i c a l  a s y l u m  o n  h u m a n i t a r i a n

g r o u n d s  t o  e a c h  p e r s o n  w ho  i s  o n  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  s o i l ,  w h o  h a s  s u b m i t t e d

a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  a s y l u m  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  a n d  w ho

w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  e l i g i b l e  f o r  a s y l u m  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  r e c e n t  p o l i t i c a l

c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  E a s t e r n  B l o c  c o u n t r i e s ,  u n l e s s  t h e  p e r s o n  c o u l d  b e

c o n s i d e r e d  a  t h r e a t  t o  n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  o r  i s  o t h e r w i s e  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  

b e  u n d e s i r a b l e  u n d e r  c u r r e n t  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i m m i g r a t i o n  l a w .

CO P IES  o f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  b e  s e n t  t o  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  G e o r g e  B u s h ,  

P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  D a n  Q u a y l e ,  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  o f  

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U . S .  S e n a t e ;  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  T h o m a s  S .  

F o l e y ,  S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  U .S .  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  G ene  

M c N a r y ,  C o m m i s s i o n e r - D e s i g n a t e  o f  t h e  U . S .  I m m i g r a t i o n  a n d  N a t u r a l i z a t i o n  

S e r v i c e ;  a n d  t o  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  T e d  S t e v e n s  a n d  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k  

M u r k o w s k i ,  U . S .  S e n a t o r s ,  a n d  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  D on  Y o u n g ,  U . S .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,
9 m e m b e rs  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  i n  C o n g r e s s .  
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M E M O R A N D U M

F R O M L o r e n  K. S t a n t o n

T O S e n a t o r  P o u r c h o t

D A T E M a r c h  5, 1 9 9 0

R E A N A L Y S I S  O F  S J R  61

N E C E S S A R Y  b a c k g r o u n d :

A s y l e e s  o r  R e f u g e e s  a r e  a l i e n s  w h o  h a v e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a f e a r  o f  
p e r s e c u t i o n  b a s e d  o n  r e l i g i o n ,  n a t i o n a l i t y ,  p o l i t i c a l  o p i n i o n ,  o r  
m e m b e r s h i p  i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i a l  g r o u p ,  i f  t h e y  a r e  r e t u r n e d  to, 
o r  r e m a i n  i n  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  o f  o r i g i n .  A s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  f e a r  
o f  p e r s e c u t i o n ,  a l i e n s  a r e  a l l o w e d  t o  r e m a i n  in, o r  e n t e r  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s .

A n  a s y l e e  i s  a n  a l i e n  w h o ,  h a v i n g  m a d e  a  l a w f u l  o r  u n d o c u m e n t e d  
e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  U . S . ,  f i l e s  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a s y l u m  w h i c h  is 
g r a n t e d ,  e i t h e r  b y  t h e  I N S  o r  b y  a n  I m m i g r a t i o n  J u d g e .  A  r e f u g e e  

i s  a n  a l i e n  w h o  a p p l i e s  for, a n d  is g r a n t e d  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  e n t e r  
t h e  U . S .  a s  a r e f u g e e  b y  a n  I N S  o f f i c e  a b r o a d .  T h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  
t h a t  t h e  r e f u g e e  h a s  a f e a r  o f  p e r s e c u t i o n  is m a d e  b y  a n  
i m m i g r a t i o n  o f f i c e r  outside' t h e  U . S  p r i o r  t o  t h e  a l i e n ' s  
a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  U . S .

R e f u g e e  r e f e r s  o n l y  t o  a l i e n s  i n  t h e  U . S .  w h o  h a v e  a l r e a d y  b e e n  

g r a n t e d  r e f u g e e  s t a t u s  b y  a n  I N S  o f f i c e  a b r o a d .  T h e  w o r d  
" r e f u g e e "  i s  c o m m o n l y  u s e d  t o  r e f e r  t o  a l i e n s  w h o  h a v e  f l e d  f r o m  

t h e i r  h o m e  c o u n t r i e s  s e e k i n g  r e f u g e e  f r o m  o p p r e s s i o n ,  
p e r s e c u t i o n ,  o r  t h e  r a v a g e s  o f  w a r .  A  p e r s o n  m a y  b e  a p p l y i n g  f o r  
r e f u g e e  s t a t u s  a t  a U . S .  b o r d e r  p o s t ,  o r  a s y l u m  i f  w i t h i n  t h e  
U . S . ,  b u t  i f  t h e i r  s t a t u s  r e m a i n s  u n d e t e r m i n e d ,  t h e y  a r e  n o t  y e t  
e i t h e r  r e f u g e e s  o r  a s y l e e s  a s  d e f i n e d  b y  t h e  I m m i g r a t i o n  a n d  

N a t i o n a l i t y  A c t .

P l e a s e  n o t e  t h a t  " P o l i t i c a l  A s y l u m "  i s  a t e r m  t h a t  is c o m m o n l y  
u s e d  t o  d e n o t e  a l l  t y p e s  o f  a s y l u m ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  a s y l u m  m a y  b e  
g r a n t e d  t o  t h o s e  f e a r i n g  p e r s e c u t i o n  b e c a u s e  o f  r e l i g i o u s ,  
n a t i o n a l i t y ,  e t h n i c  o r i g i n ,  o r  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  a s o c i a l  g r o u p ,  a s  

w e l l  a s  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  o p i n i o n s  a n d  a s s o c i a t i o n s .



P O L I T I C A L  C O N S I D E R A T I O N S
W h e t h e r  o r  n o t  a n  a l i e n  i s  g r a n t e d  a s y l e e  o r  r e f u g e e  s t a t u s  is  
o f t e n  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  p r e v a i l i n g  p o l i t i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .  T h e  

U . S .  g o v e r n m e n t  w i l l  g e n e r a l l y  d e n y  a s y l e e  o r  r e f u g e e  s t a t u s  t o  
a l i e n s  f r o m  c o u n t r i e s  w h o s e  g o v e r n m e n t s  t h e  U . S .  c u r r e n t l y  

s u p p o r t s  (e.g. C h i l e ,  E l  S a l v a d o r ,  H a i t i )  o n  t h e  g r o u n d s  t h a t  

t h e r e  is l i t t l e  p e r s e c u t i o n  i n  t h o s e  c o u n t r i e s .

T h e  R e f u g e e  A c t  o f  1 9 8 0  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n o n i d e o l o g i c a l  s t a n d a r d  f o r  
r e f u g e e  a n d  a s y l u m  d e t e r m i n a t i o n s .  I n  p r a c t i c e ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  
r e m a i n s  m u c h  l e s s  l i k e l y  t h a t  s o m e o n e  f l e e i n g  a  " f r i e n d l y "  
c o u n t r y  w i l l  g a i n  a s y l u m  t h a n  s o m e o n e  f l e e i n g  a n  " u n f r i e n d l y , "  

e s p e c i a l l y  a S o v i e t  b l o c ,  c o u n t r y .

T h e  N a t i o n a l s  f r o m  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  h a v e  b e e n  t r e a t e d  
e x t r e m e l y  w e l l  b y  t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  a n d  t h e  I m m i g r a t i o n  a n d  
N a t u r a l i z a t i o n  S e r v i c e  (INS) f o r  t h e  l a s t  d e c a d e .  A p p r o v a l  r a t e s  
f o r  E a s t e r n  b l o c  c o u n t r i e s  h a v e  a v e r a g e d  a r o u n d  4 0 %  w h i l e  
i n d i v i d u a l s  f r o m  c o u n t r i e s  w i t h  o v e r w h e l m i n g  p e r s e c u t i o n  (e.g.) 
H a i t i ,  E l  S a l v a d o r ,  a n d  G u a t e m a l a )  h a v e  h a d  a 1% s u c c e s s  r a t e .  

T h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  a s k s  f o r  p r e f e r e n t i a l  t r e a t m e n t  f o r  p e o p l e  w h o  
h a v e  b e e n  r e c e i v i n g  p r e f e r e n t i a l  t r e a t m e n t  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s .  M a n y  
o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  a p p r o v e d  f r o m  P o l i s h ,  C z e c h ,  
R o m a n i a n ,  a n d  H u n g a r i a n  n a t i o n a l s  h a v e  n o t  m e t  t h e  s t a n d a r d  o f  
p r o o f  r e q u i r e d  f o r  " f e a r  o f  p e r s e c u t i o n . "  M o s t  o f  t h e s e  p e o p l e  
a r e  f l e e i n g  e c o n o m i c  c o n d i t i o n s  j u s t  a s  a r e  t h e  n a t i o n a l s  o f  
M e x i c o .  T h i n k  a b o u t  h o c k e y  a n d  t e n n i s  p l a y e r s .

O n e  e x a m p l e  w i l l  b e  o f  i n t e r e s t :  N o t  l o n g  a g o  n i n e  P o l i s h
f i s h e r m a n  j u m p e d  s h i p  i n  A l a s k a  a n d  t h e y  a l l  a p p l i e d  f o r  a n d  
r e c e i v e d  a s y l u m .  O n l y  o n e  s t a t e d ,  d u r i n g  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  p e r i o d ,  

t h a t  h e  h a d  a n y  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  p e r s e c u t i o n  f o r  a n y  r e a s o n  u p o n  
r e t u r n i n g  t o  P o l a n d .  H i s  s t a t e d  r e a s o n  w a s  t h a t  h e  w a s  o n e  o f  

1 0 0 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  a t  a " S o l i d a r i t y "  r a l l y .  T h i s  w a s  t h e  o n l y  r a l l y  
h e  h a d  a t t e n d e d .  A l l  w e r e  g r a n t e d  a s y l u m !  D u r i n g  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  
a y o u n g  m a n  f r o m  E l  S a l v a d o r  w a s  i n t e r v i e w e d .  H e  h a d  t e s t i m o n y  
a n d  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  t h a t  h i s  w i f e  a n d  b a b i e s  h a d  b e e n  k i l l e d  b y  
a r m y  u n i t s  a n d  h e  h a d  e s c a p e d  f r o m  t h o s e  s a m e  u n i t s  a f t e r  
e x t e n s i v e  t o r t u r e  w h i c h  h e  s h o w e d  t o  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e r s .  H e  w a s  
d e n i e d  a s y l u m !  H e  l a t e r  w a s  d e p o r t e d  b a c k  t o  E l  S a l v a d o r ,  w h e r e  
a s t u d y  s h o w e d  t h a t  3 0 %  o f  t h o s e  s e n t  b a c k  w e r e  k i l l e d .

T h i s  b r i n g s  m e  t o  a n o t h e r  p o i n t  r e l a t i n g  t o  " r e f o u l e m e n t . "  I n  

U . S  l a w ,  " T h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  s h a l l  n o t  d e p o r t  o r  r e t u r n  a n y  
a l i e n . . . t o  a c o u n t r y  i f  t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  s u c h  

a l i e n ' s  l i f e  o r  f r e e d o m  w o u l d  b e  t h r e a t e n e d  i n  s u c h  c o u n t r y  o n  
a c c o u n t  o f  r a c e ,  r e l i g i o n ,  n a t i o n a l i t y ,  m e m b e r s h i p  i n  a 
p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i a l  g r o u p ,  o r  p o l i t i c a l  o p i n i o n . "

I t  m u s t  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  W A R ,  C I V I L  D I S T U R B A N C E ,  a n d  F A M I N E ,  w h i c h  
u p  t o  1 9 2 2 ,  w e r e  t h e  M O S T  I M P O R T A N T  F A C T O R S  f o r  i m m i g r a t i n g  t o  

t h e  U . S . ,  a r e  n o t  a b a s i s  f o r  a s y l e e  o r  r e f u g e e  s t a t u s .



I a p p r e c i a t e  a n y  a t t e m p t  t o  g e t  t h e  I N S  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  l a w s  o f  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  a s  t h e y  a r e  no w !  T h i s  r e s o l u t i o n ,  a s  w r i t t e n ,  

a s k s  t h a t  t h e  I N S  g i v e  p r e f e r e n t i a l  t r e a t m e n t  t o  a g r o u p  o f  
p e o p l e ,  w h o  u n d e r  t h e  p r e s e n t  l a w s  o f  t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  w e r e  n o t  e v e n  
q u a l i f i e d  t o  e n t e r  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  r e s o l v e s  a s k  
f o r  a t e m p o r a r y  e n d  t o  t h e  r e c o g n i z e d  w o r l d w i d e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  
a n d  b u r d e n  o f  p r o o f  n e e d e d  t o  p r o v e  r e f u g e e  s t a t u s .  T h i s  f o r  
j u s t  a f e w  s p e c i f i c  c o u n t r i e s .  T h i s  c o u l d  b e  c a l l e d  a n  a m n e s t y  

f o r  E a s t e r n  E u r o p e a n s .

I t  w o u l d  b e  m o r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  a s k  t h a t  t h e  
p r e s e n t  l a w s  r e l a t i n g  t o  a s y l u m  b e  f o l l o w e d .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  
n a t i o n a l s  f r o m  c o u n t r i e s  s u c h  as, H a i t i ,  E l  S a l v a d o r ,  V i e t n a m ,  
C a m b o d i a ,  G u a t e m a l a ,  a n d  C h i n a  c o u l d  b e  a l l o w e d  a l e s s e r  b u r d e n  
o f  p r o o f  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  d i f f i c u l t  c o n d i t i o n s  t h e r e .
U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  IN S ,  o n l y  l o o k s  a t  t h e  c o u n t r y  c o n d i t i o n s  a s  a 
s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  f o r  a n  a s y l u m  a p p l i c a t i o n .  T h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  i s  
t h a t  a n  a s y l u m  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  p e r s o n a l .  I t  i s  f o r  o n e  p e r s o n  
o n l y .  E a c h  a p p l i c a n t  m u s t  s h o w  t h a t  t h e  p e r s e c u t i o n  o r  p o t e n t i a l  
p e r s e c u t i o n  is m e a n t  for4 t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  a p p l i c a n t .

W h e n  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  a c o u n t r y  a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  b a d  a n d  t h e  
A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  u n s a f e  f o r  a n y o n e  

t o  r e t u r n  h e  m a y ,  i n  h i s  d i s c r e t i o n ,  g r a n t  " E x t e n d e d  V o l u n t a r y  
D e p a r t u r e "  (EVD) s t a t u s  t o  n a t i o n a l s  o f  t h a t  c o u n t r y  t h a t  a r e  i n  
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  E V D  m e a n s  t h a t  y o u  d o  n o t  h a v e  t o  l e a v e  t h e  
U . S .  O n e  " e x t e n d s "  t h e i r  v o l u n t a r y  d e p a r t u r e ,  w h i c h  m e a n s  t h e y  
s t a y .  D u r i n g  p a r t  o f  t h e  l a s t  t e n  y e a r s ,  P o l i s h  n a t i o n a l s  h a v e  
b e n e f i t t e d  f r o m  E V D .  O t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  i n  w o r s e  c o n d i t i o n ,  h a v e  

n o t  b e e n  g r a n t e d  E V D  s t a t u s .

T h e  r e s o l u t i o n  m e n t i o n s  " a m n e s t y . "  A m n e s t y  w a s  a p r o g r a m  t h a t  
h a s  f i l l e d  v o l u m e s  o f  b o o k s .  T h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  d e a d l i n e  w a s  
N o v e m b e r  6, 1 9 8 7 .  I t  w a s  a o n e  s h o t  d e a l .  T h e  p o l i t i c a l  e n e r g y  
t h a t  w a s  n e e d e d  t o  e n a c t  t h e  I m m i g r a t i o n  R e f o r m  a n d  C o n t r o l  A c t  
o f  1 9 8 6 ,  o f  w h i c h  a m n e s t y  w a s  a p a r t ,  c a n n o t  b e  r e c r e a t e d .

A d d i t i o n a l  s u b j e c t s :  N e w  l e g a l  i m m i g r a t i o n  b i l l ,  H o n g  K o n g ,

i n t e r d i c t i o n .



M y  c o m m e n t s  o n  a n d  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  S J R  61.

F i r s t  w h e r e a s :  

S e c o n d  w h e r e a s :  

T h i r d  w h e r e a s :

c o m m e n t s  a b o v e  o n  a p p r o p r i a t e  c o u n t r i e s .

d e l e t e  t h e  w o r d s  " a n d  f r e e d o m "

d e l e t e  e n t i r e l y ,  i n s e r t  " c o u n t r y  c o n d i t i o n s  

a r e  i n  u p h e a v a l "

F o u r t h  w h e r e a s : d e l e t e

F i f t h  w h e r e a s :  O K

S i x t h  w h e r e a s :  T h i s  i s  OK, h o w e v e r ,  i t  s h o u l d  b e  k n o w n  t h a t
n o  a s y l e e  c a n  b e  f o r c e d  t o  l i v e  i n  a 
p a r t i c u l a r  s t a t e  a n d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  A l a s k a  
c a n n o t  b e  d e s i g n a t e d  a  r e f u g e e  f o r  
i m m i g r a n t s .

S e v e n t h  w h e r e a s :  S a m e  a n a l y s i s  a s  a b o v e .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  if
t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  g o e s  f o r w a r d  " a s  i s "  t h e  w o r d  s a n c t u a r y  m u s t  b e  
c h a n g e d  t o  r e f u g e  o r  s o m e  o t h e r  w o r d .  T h e  I N S  h a s  f o r  o v e r  a 
d e c a d e  b e e n  f i g h t i n g  a b a t t l e  a g a i n s t  " T h e  S a n c t u a r y  M o v e m e n t "  
a n d  t h e y  d e s p i s e  t h e  w o r d  a n d  t h e  s e n t i m e n t  b e h i n d  it. T h e  
s a n c t u a r y  m o v e m e n t  a c t i v e l y  w o r k e d  t o  h a v e  i m m i g r a n t s  s t a y  i n  t h e  
c o u n t r y  i l l e g a l l y .  T h e s e  n a t i o n a l s  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  a s y l u m  a n d  
s h o u l d  h a v e .

I n  t h e  r e s o l v e s :

L i n e  2 7  d e l e t e  " f r o m  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s "  w h e r e  e l s e ?
d e l e t e  t h e  r e s t  o f  n u m b e r  (1)

P a g e  2
S e c t i o n  (2) (A) d e l e t e  " E a s t e r n  B l o c "
S e c t i o n  (2) (B) d e l e t e  b e c a u s e  t h i s  w o u l d  b e  t o  i g n o r e

t h e  w o r l d  w i d e  a c c e p t a b l e  s t a n d a r d  f o r  g r a n t i n g  a s y l u m ,  o n e  m u s t  

a l w a y s  t a k e  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  " c o u n t r y  c o n d i t i o n s "  a s  t h e y  a r e  n o t
a s  t h e  w e r e  o r  a s  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t h e m  t o  be.

(i) b e c a u s e  i t  o f f e r s  p r e f e r e n t i a l  t r e a t m e n t  f o r  s o m e  
c o u n t r i e s

(ii) b e c a u s e  i t  f o l l o w s  t h e  p r e f e r e n t i a l  t r e a t m e n t  a b o v e  

h o w e v e r  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  a s y l u m  s h o u l d  n e v e r  b e  r e v o k e d
S e c t i o n  (C) d e l e t e  " a m n e s t y  o r "  t h e y  a r e  o v e r  a n d  a n  

a d d i t i o n a l  n o t e ,  a s y l u m  i s  n o t  g r a n t e d  o n  g e n e r a l  " h u m a n i t a r i a n  
g r o u n d s "  a n d  d e l e t e  s t a r t i n g  w i t h  " a n d  w h o . . . "  o n  l i n e  15



G e n e r a l l y ,  I w a n t  t o  k n o w  w h y  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  s h o u l d  a l l o w  
p e r s o n s  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  c o m e  f r o m  a c o u n t r y  o r  c o u n t r i e s  w h e r e  

c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  m u c h  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e y  w e r e  a n d  a r e  g o i n g  t o  g e t  
e v e n  b e t t e r ?  W e  c a n n o t  j u s t  i g n o r e  t h a t  t h e  S o l i d a r i t y  
G o v e r n m e n t  i n  P o l a n d  i s  n o w  a " f r i e n d l y "  g o v e r n m e n t .  E V D  s t a t u s  
a n d  s p e c i a l  a m n e s t y  s t a t u s  w e r e  r e a l i z e d  f o r  P o l i s h  n a t i o n a l s  in 
t h e  l a s t  d e c a d e  w h e n  t h e r e  w e r e  14 m i l l i o n  r e f u g e e s  i n  t h e  w o r l d  
t h a t  h a v e  m u c h  m o r e  p r e s s i n g  c a s e s  f o r  h u m a n i t a r i a n  t r e a t m e n t .  
T h i s  i n c l u d e s  o v e r  5 6 , 0 0 0  V i e t n a m e s e  i n  c a m p s  o r  " j a i l "  i n  H o n g  
K o n g  a n d  h u n d r e d s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  S a l v a d o r a n s  a n d  G u a t e m a l a n s  w h o  
q u a l i f y  f o r  r e f u g e e  o r  E V D  s t a t u s  a n d  h a v e  b e e n  t u r n e d  a w a y .  I f  
A l a s k a  i s  c o n c e r n e d ,  l e t  u s  b e  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  e q u a l  t r e a t m e n t  
a n d  j u s t i c e .  L e t  u s  a s k  t h e  I N S  f o r  i m p a r t i a l  a n d  e q u i t a b l e  

t r e a t m e n t  f o r  a l l  n a t i o n a l i t i e s .



March 3 ,  1990

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  T e r r y  M a r t i n  
3 1 1 1  C S t r e e t ,  S u i t e  4 1 5  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 3

C o n g r e s s m a n  M a r t i n ,

T h i s  l e t t e r  i s  w r i t t e n  t o  v o i c e  my o p i n i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  
t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  R e s o l u t i o n  N o .  6 1 .  I  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  y o u  
c o s p o n s o r e d  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  a n d  I  p e r s o n a l l y  w a n t  t o  t h a n k  y o u  
f o r  y o u r  e f f o r t s .

T h e  A n c h o r a g e  o f f i c e  o f  I m m i g r a t i o n  a n d  N a t u r a l i z a t i o n  
S e r v i c e  a l l e g e s  t h a t  t h e s e  a s y l e e  a p p l i c a n t s  h a v e  n o  
w e l l - f o u n d e d  f e a r s  o f  p e r s e c u t i o n  u p o n  r e t u r n  t o  t h e s e  
E a s t e r n  B l o c  c o u n t r i e s  d u e  t o  t h e  r e c e n t  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  
g o v e r n m e n t s  t h e r e .  T h i s  sam e o f f i c e  a s s u r e s  t h a t  t h e s e  
a p p l i c a n t s  r e c e i v e  i n d i v i d u a l  a t t e n t i o n  o f  c l a i m s  f o r  
f e a r  o f  p e r s e c u t i o n .  Y e t  a l l  o f  t h e s e  a p p l i c a n t s  h a v e  
r e c e i v e d  z e r o x  c o p i e s  o f  n o t i c e  o f  i n t e n t  t o  d e p o r t .

I  h a v e  e n c l o s e d  a 1 9 8 9  c o p y  o f  a  r e p o r t  f r o m  A m n e s t y  
I n t e r n a t i o n  s i t i n g  r e c e n t  b e a t i n g s  f o r  p e a c e f u l  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s .  
I  h a v e  l i s t e n e d  t o  m a n y  o f  t h e s e  a p p l i c a n t s  t e l l  o f  h o r r o r  
s t o r i e s  t h a t  s o u n d  l i k e  s o m e t h i n g  I ’ d  s e e  on  T . V .  a n d  f i n d  
o f f e n s i v e  t h e r e ,  t o o .  B u t  t h e r e ’ s  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  h e a r i n g  
i t  f r o m  a  t r u e  s t o r y  t h a t  l e f t  me q u i t e  u p s e t .  I t  a l s o  l e f t  
me a c u t e l y  a w a r e  o f  hsaw v e r y  p r e c i o u s  my own f r e e d o m s  w e r e  
n o w  t o  m e .

I t  i s  my o p i n i o n  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  b e  a  m o r a l  i n j u s t i c e  f o r  
u s  t o  s e n d  t h e s e  a p p l i c a n t s  b a c k  t o  v e r y  u n c e r t a i n  f u t u r e s .
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  w h a t e v e r  t h e y  d i d  b e f o r e  d e f e c t i n g ,  now  t h e y  
a r e  t r a i t o r s .  I  c a n n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  o n e  e l e c t i o n  m a k e s  a 
d e m o c r a c y  n o r  a s a f e  e n v i r o n m e n t  f o r  t h e s e  a p p l i c a n t s  t o  
r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  h o m e l a n d .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  
a n d  p l e a s e  c o n t i n u e  t o  u s e  a n y  i n f l u e n c e  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  t o  
p a s s  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y , j
f C U c /u  

/  S h a r o n  R o b i n s o n  
2 9 1 4  E a s t  4 2 n d  S t .  ?/1 
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 4  
( 9 0 7 )  5 6 1 8 7 0 6



H u n g a r i a n s ,  
P o l e s  t o  l o s e  
r e f u g e e  r a n k
By R O B E R T  P EA R
I Ik: I low Yuil> 111111:1,

W A S H IN G T O N  — T h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w i l l  s h a r p l y  
c u r t a i l  t h e  a d m i s s i o n  o f  
P o le s  a n d  H u n g a r i a n s  a s  r e f ­
u g e e s  b e c a u s e  m o s t  o f  th em  
no lo n g e r  h a v e  a n y  r e a so n  to 
f e a r  p e r s e c u t i o n  in  t h e i r  
h o m e l a n d s .  B u s h  a d m i n i s ­
t r a t i o n  o f f i c i a l s  s a i d  T u e s ­
d a y .

O f f i c i a l s  f r o m  th e  N a t i o n ­
a l  S e c u r i t y  C o u n c i l  a n d  th e  
W h i l e  H o u se  o u t l i n e d  t h e i r  
p la n s  a t  a m e e t i n g  M o n d a y  
w i t h  P o l i s h - A m e r i c a n  a n d  
H u n g a r i a n - A m e r i c a n  g ro u p s .

T h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  is  e x ­
p e c t e d  to  a n n o u n c e  t h e  
c h a n g e s  l a t e r  t h i s  w e e k .

N a n c y  B e a rg  D y k e  o f  th e  
N a t i o n a l  S e c u r i t y  C o u n c i l  
s t a f f  t o l d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  
th e  e t h n i c  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  th a t  
u n d e r  th e  n e w  p o l i c y ,  “ w e  
w i l l  n o t  c o n s i d e r  a n y  P o le s  
o r  H u n g a r i a n s  fo r  th e  r e f u ­
gee  r e s e t t l e m e n t  p r o g r a m  
u n le s s  t h e y  h a v e  r e l a t i v e s  in 
th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s , "  fa ce  im ­
m e d i a t e  t h r e a t s  to  t h e i r  
l i v e s  o r  h a v e  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  
s t r o n g  t i e s  to t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  
a c c o r d i n g  to  t h r e e  p e o p le  
w h o  w e r e  a t th e  m e e t in g .

P lease se e  .?sck Page , CHANGE

C H A N G E  m  E 1 3 M O P E :  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t o  c u r t a i l  r e f u g e e  s t a t u s
Continued from Page A-1
Th e  l i k e l y  e f f e c t  i s  to  b a r  

r e fu g e e  s t a t u s  fo r  a t  le a s t  
19,00(1 o f  th e  20,000 P o le s  
a n d  H u n g a r i a n s  w h o  a l r e a d y  
h a v e  f i l e d  a p p l i c a t i o n s  a t  
A m e r i c a n  e m b a s s i e s  a n d  
c o n s u la t e s  in  W es te rn  E u ­
rope , U .S .  o f f i c i a l s  s a i d .

T h e y  s a i d  t h a t  p e rh a p s  
1,000 p e o p le  w i t h  f a m i l y  o r  
o t h e r  t i e s  to  t h e  U n i t e d  
S ta t e s  w o u ld  b e  i n t e r v i e w e d  
a n d  t h a t  som e  w o u ld  q u a l i f y  
f o r  r e f u g e e  s t a t u s .

T ed  K o n t e k ,  f o u n d e r  o f  
th e  F r i e n d s  o f  S o l i d a r i t y ,  in 
W a s h in g to n ,  s a i d ,  " T h i s  i s  a 
m a jo r  c h a n g e ,  a n d  i t  w a s  
v e r y  p o o r l y  r e c e iv e d  b y  e t h ­
n ic  g r o u p s  r e p r e s e n te d  a t  th e  
m e e t i n g . "

P o l e s  a n d  H u n g a r i a n s  
c o u ld  s e e k  v i s a s  to com e  to 
th e  U n i t e d  S t a l e s  as r e g u l a r  
l e g a l  i m m i g r a n t s ,  r a t h e r  
t h a n  r e f u g e e s ,  b u t  m o s t  
w o u ld  h a v e  to w a i t  s e v e r a l  
y e a r s  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  b a c k lo g  
o f  a p p l i c a t i o n s .

T he  n e w  p o l i c y  r e s e m b le s  
one  a d o p t e d  e a r l i e r  t h i s  y e a r  
to  l im i t  th e  a d m i s s io n  o f  
S o v i e t  r e f u g e e s ,  b u t  i t  is 
m u ch  m o re  r e s t r i c t i v e .

T h e  R o m a n  C a t h o l i c  
C h u r c h  a n d  P o l i s h - A m e r ic a n  
g r o u p s  s a y  t h a t  .at l e a s t
100,000 P o l e s  a r e .  s p r e a d  
t h r o u g h  W e s te r n  E u ro p e  a n d

a re  p o t e n t i a l  r e fu g e e s  b u t  
h a v e  no t r e g i s t e r e d  w i t h  the  
U .S . g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  th e r e ­
fo re  h a v e  l i t t l e  c h a n c e  o f  
c o m in g  h e re .

D a w n  C a la b i a  o f  t h e  U .S . 
C a th o l i c  C on fe re n ce ,  w h o  a t ­
t e n d e d  t h e  W h i t e  H o u s e  
m e e t in g ,  s a i d :

" B e c a u s e  o f  g o v e rnm e n t '  
c h a n g e s  a t  th e  top  in  P o la n d  
a n d  H u n g a r y ,  t h e  a d m i n i s ­
t r a t i o n  s e em s  to a s s u m e  th a t  
n o b o d y  f r o m  th o se  c o u n t r ie s  
i s  a r e f u g e e , "

F e d e r a l  l a w  d e f in e s  a r e f ­
u g e e  a s  a p e rson  w i t h  " a  
w e l l- f o u n d e d  f e a r  o f  p e r s e c u ­
t i o n "  on a c co un t  o f  ra ce , 
r e l i g i o n ,  n a t i o n a l i t y ,  p o l i t i ­
c a l o p in io n  o r  m e m b e r s h ip  
in  a p a r t i c u l a r  s o c ia l  g ro up .

G e r a ld  C o y le ,  a c t i n g  c h i e f  
o f  s t a f f  a t  th e  Im m ig r a t i o n  
a n d  N a t u r a l i z a t i o n  S e r v i c e ,  
s a id :

" C o n d i t i o n s  in  P o l a n d  
a n d  H u n g a r y  h a v e  m a r k e d l y  
im p r o v e d .  M o s t  P o le s  a n d  
H u n g a r i a n s  l e a v i n g  t h e i r  
c o u n t r i e s  o f  o r i g in  a n d  s e e k ­
in g  a s y l u m  in  W e s te rn  E u ­
rope  a n d  N o r t h  A m e r i c a  a re  
u n l i k e l y  to  h a v e  v e r y  s u b ­
s t a n t i v e  c l a im s  to U .S . r e f u ­
gee s t a t u s . "

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f f i c i a l s  
a c k n o w le d g e d  th a t  th e  n ew  
p o l i c y  h a d  been  p r o m p te d ,  
in  p a r t ,  b y  f i n a n c i a l  Con­
s t r a i n t s .

T h e y  s a y  t h e y  d o  no t h a v e  
e n o u g h  m on ey  to  f in a n c e  r e ­
s e t t l e m e n t  o f  t h e  125,000 r e f ­
u g e e s  w h o  c o u ld  b e  a d m i t t e d  
to  th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  u n d e r  
th e  w o r l d w i d e  c e i l i n g  se t b y  
P r e s i d e n t  B u s h  f o r  th e  c u r ­
re n t  f i s c a l  y e a r .

O f  th a t  n u m b e r ,  50,000 
p la c e s  a r e  fo r  th e  S o v ie t  
U n io n  a n d  6,500 a r e  fo r  E a s t ­
e rn  E u ro p e .

T he  P o l i s h  A m e r i c a n  C on ­
g re s s ,  th e  H u n g a r i a n  R e fo rm  
F e d e r a t i o n  o f  A m e r i c a  a n d  
o t h e r  g ro u p s  d e n o u n c e d  th e  
p ro po se d  p o l i c y .
, I n  P o la n d ,  t h e y  s a i d ,  com- 
.m u n i s t s  s t i l l  c o n t r o l  th e  p o ­
l i c e ,  t h e  m i l i t i a ,  s e c u r i t y  
fo rc e s  a n d  m a n y  lo c a l  g o v ­
e r n m e n t  o f f i c e s ,  a n d  p eop le  
a r e  s t i l l  h a r a s s e d  f o r  t h e i r  
p o l i t i c a l  v i e w s  a n d  a c t i v i ­
t ie s .
^  " W e  w e l c o m e  P o l a n d ' s  
p r o g r e s s  t o w a r d  a  f r e e  a n d  
d em o c r a t i c  s o c i e t y , "  K o n t e k  
s a i d .  “ B u t  b a s e d  on  e v id e n c e  
c o l l e c t e d  b y  S o l i d a r i t y ' s  
o w n  h um a n  r i g h t s  comm is-  

"“s io n ,  w e  a re  c o n v in c e d  th a t  
h u m a n  r i g h t s  v i o l a t i o n s  a n d  

( p e r s e c u t io n  o f  p o l i t i c a l  a c ­
t i v i s t s  c o n t i n u e . "

M y r a  L e n a r d ,  e x e c u t i v e  
d i r e c t o r  o f  the  P o l i s h  A m e r i ­
c a n  C ong re s s ,  w h o  a l s o  a t ­
t e n d e d  th e  m e e t in g ,  s a id :

" I t  w i l l  t a k e  y e a r s  fo i 'he  
s y s t e m  to ch an g e . Peop:,‘! in

som e  p ro v in c e s  o f  P o la n d  
s t i l l  fee l t h e  b r u n t  o f  d i s  
c r im in a t i o n  a t  th e  h a n d s  n l 
C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  m e m ­
b e r s . "

In  c o n g r e s s io n a l  t e s t im o ­
n y  on Oct. 11, R ic h a r d  Schif- 
t e r ,  th e  a s s i s t a n t  s e c r e t a r y  
o f  s t a t e  f o r  h u m a n  r ig h t s  
a n d  h u m a n i t a r i a n  a f f a i r s ,  
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  " t h e r e  a r e  no 
p o l i t i c a l  p r i s o n e r s "  in  H u n ­
g a r y ,  and  l ie  s a i d  th e  a u t h o r ­
i t i e s  th e re  g e n e r a l l y  a l l o w e d  
f r e e d o m  o f  sp eech , r e l i g io n  
a n d  a s s o c ia t io n .

B u t  " a  s e c r e t  p o l i c e  w i t h  
a lo n g  h i s t o r y  o f  v i o l a t i o n s  
o f  p r i v a c y  i s  s t i l l  in p la c e , "  
he  s a i d .

G eo rg e  Do zsn , v i c e  p r e s i ­
d e n t  o f  th e  H u n g a r i a n  R e ­
fo rm  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  A m e r i c a ,  
s a i d  th e  n ew  r e s t r i c t io n s  on 
r e f u g e e  a d m i s s i o n s  w e r e  
" u n f a i r  to  H u n g a r i a n s  in 
W e s te rn  E u ro p e  w h o  h a v e  
b e e n  w a i t i n g  f o r  s e v e r a l  
y e a r s ” to com e  to  th e  U n i t e d  
S t a l e s .

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f f i c i a l s  
s a i d  som e  o f  th e  p la c e s  d e ­
n ie d  to P o le s  a n d  H u n g a r i ­
a n s  m ig h t  b e  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  
to  o th e r  E a s t e r n  E u ro p e an s ,  
l i k e  R o m a n ia n s  o r  B u l g a r i ­
a n s .

In  th e  l a s t  e ig h t  y e a r s ,  
33,lltin P o le s  a n d  5.459 H un ­
g a r i a n s  h a v e  co^io to the 
U n i t e d  S ta t e s  a s  re fugee s .



Man stabbed on trawler 
requests political asylum
By DOUG FORD 
T im e s  W r i t e r

Someone stabbed Igor Yelkov on the Soviet fishing trawler after he dared to discuss politics with the crew of a U.S. 
ship. When members of a racist nation­
alistic group caught Jenia Prokhorenko secretly filming their meeting, they 
threatened to bum him alive.At least, that's what they claim.Both of these men are seeking political 
asylum in Alaska. If the United States re­fuses their requests and deports them, 
they believe they will face years of impris­onment or even death in the Soviet Union.Prokhorenko,23, and Yelkov,24, both 
single, are staying with an Anchorage family who has helped refugees in the 
past. The family asked to remain anony-

Yelkov has exchanged letters with his family in the Soviet Union since arriving here. He received an angry letter from his father and a supportive note from his sis­ter.
"My father said 1 did wrong," Yelkov 

related. "You didn’t think about what would happen with me, about what would 
happen with the family," his father wrote 
him.His father is a member of the Commu­
nist Party, Yelkov said, and the KGB has been to the family’s house to investigate his defection.

"I have had no contact with my fam­
ily," Prokhorenko said, "but no parent 
wants to see his or her child go away.

Neither of them advised their parents
See Asylum, page B-8

E a s t  b l o c  ‘ o p e n n e s s ’  c l o s i n g  
A m e r i c a ’ s  d o o r s  t o  d e f e c t o r s

Soviet refugee Jenia Prokhorenko said be was cuigbt secretly filming a 
racist nationalist group which threatened to bum him alive.

By Doug Ford 
T im e s  W r i t e r

While Glasnost, or openness, is good 
news in Eastern Europe, it may be bad 
news for Soviet-block defectors in Alaska.Defectors awaiting immigration deci­sions in Anchorage say they are wary of their chances to remain in the United States because the warming trend in the 
East-West Cold War also could put an end to their quest for freedom.Gary Johnson, the Anchorage district immigration director, insists the criteria 
for granting political asylum have not changed.

The defectors and their lawyers see matters differently and claim the U.S. 
government is turning away more and 
more of those who seek political asylum. 
They said two Soviet and 60 Polish defec­
tors have been denied asylum by the Im­

migration and Naturalization Service's Anchorage office in the last two months.
“Gorbachev is laughing at the people," 

said Jenia Prokhorenko, a Soviet who de­fected in January. The KGB supports Gorbachev and continues to persecute the Soviet people, he said.
After receiving threats from the KGB, Prokhorenko said he fled the Soviet Union. He fears his Feb. 14 application for 

political asylum in the United States will be denied and he will be deported, he said, ' 
condemning him to years in prison.

"They (the INS) put out a rosy picture of the state and don’t seem to realize the security forces still control things.” said 
Daiile Park, an Anchorage Immigration lawyer. Delators automatically receive 
15 years imprisonment in their homelands 

See Defectors, page BH

£
o3
CL
O
X

0



Defectors
Continued (ram page B-l

just for seeking political asylum abroad, 
he said.

Prokhorenko Joined four other Soviets and 170 Poles In Alaska who have sou'jht political asylum since October 1988. W.iile two Soviets and a small number of Poles 
were granted asylum, the majority proba­bly face deportation.

"The vast majority of the asylum appli­cations from Poles in the last year have 
been denied," Johnson said. In most cases, the applicants did not prove "a well-founded fear of persecution,” he said 
Friday.

The Anchorge INS office has denied 
asylum to at least 6C of the 170 Poles and 
two of the five Soviets in the last two months, said Peggy Bergsrud of Anchor­
age, Bergrud, who Is of Polish descent.

has assisted Polish and Soviet defectors 
since 1984.

"I think about immigration problems and 1 feel sad. I know if I go back they find 
100 reasons to put me’in Jail," said Igor Yelkov, who defected from a Soviet traw 'er July 6,1989, in Dutch Harbor. The 
INS office in Anchorage rejected his asy­
lum application late last year. He is await­ing a hearing, before an immigration Judge.Bergsrud and others In the local com­
munity do not believe the local INS office 
has treated all the defectors fairly or indi­
vidually."It's patently wrong. It’s an error,” 
said Park, referring to the INS denial of 
Yelkov’s application. Park has taken the 
Soviet's case.It is much harder for the Polish and So­
viet defectors of the past year to gain asy­lum than it was earlier this decade, Andy 
Lis said. Us was awarded political asylum In 1984 and now has his work and resi­dency permits.

“They have the same motives, the same facts as I did," Lis said. Since INS

policies have changed, it is not granting 
asylum to these'new defectors, he said.

"Fifteen poles received in the same en­
velope denials of asylum dated Dec. 24." Bergrud said. While they all did list the same address, the fact that INS mailed the letters out in the same envelope on 
Christmas eve, demonstrates that the INS Is "batch processing” these defectors, she said.

Johnson denied this charge. The INS 
continues to evaluate each application in­
dividually, he said. While unusual, he said, it was possible that a group listing the 
same address could have their asylum de­
nial letters bunched in one envelope.The policies governing political asylum 
have not changed, Johnson said. Persecu­
tion based on "race, religion, nationality, political opinion or membership in a social group" must be likely, Johnson said.

"Many applicants have very little sub­
stantive information that they have been persecuted—very little beyond opinions,” 
Johnson said.

The political situation has changed in both Poland and the Soviet Union, and the

required State Department recommenda­
tions regarding individual asylum cases 
reflect this, Johnson said. The condition of 
the defector’s country at the time his ap­plication is processed is part of the deci­sion process.

"It's as if they are saying, 'I sure hope 
they adjudicate my case before the situa­
tion gets better,’ " Johnson said.But Bergsrud said the INS should give defectors "the benefit of the doubt." The 
difficulty these newcomers have with the language, obtaining jobs and securing legal counsel warrants special considera­
tion, she said.

"I believe our government bureau 
cracy at best is difficult for Americans, 
and these people coming here and not speaking English are voiceless people. 
And that is the simple reason I'm in­
volved,” Bergsrud said.

"I have no doubt that there are some individuals who have defected for eco­
nomic reasons. But I also know some have been persecuted," Bergsrud said. "I have seen the scars."

Asylum
Continued from page B-l

in advance of their plans to flee the Soviet Union. Each of them h?:.e an escape 
story.“I thought I could speak ipy mind," Yelkov said. I spoke about God and critl- 

- cized the Komsomol, the communist youth league, he said.Yelkov spoke quietly, tensely in halting 
English. Andy Lis, a Pole who gained asy­lum in 1934, sat at the table to translate any misunderstandings.

As a result of his outspokenness, Yel­kov, second radio officer on a Soviet , trawler, was reprimanded by both the i ship's captain and the communist party ’ 
commissar on board, he said. On his last voyage, Yelkov served on the trawler 
Tigil, out of Sak.ialin Island off the Soviet

Far East coast.After three months of fishing in the Bering Sea, he and other sailors agitated 
for a U.S. port call, instead of returning to a Soviet port, Yelkov said. This further al­ienated him from the captain and com­missar, he said.

When Tigtl's captain decided to dock in 
Dutch Harbor, Yelkov made the acquaint­ance of Americans on a neighboring boat. 
The Americans invited him aboard and 
they freely discussed perestroika, he said.

“The captain and commissar pulled me 
off,” Yelkov said. Back on the Tigil, he was denied shore leave, depriving him he thought of his chance to flee.

‘"Nobody gave you permission to talk like that without control. You’re Just o 
worker. You can work and I can talk,’ the commissar told me," Yelkov said.Later, while he slept in his cabin, "somebody opentd the door and put the pillow on my face and stabbed me," Yel­
kov said.He was taken ashore In Dutch Horbor and then flown for treatment to Humana

Hospital in Anchorage. There he an­nounced his intention tp seek asylum hert:.Unlike Yelkov, he had to invent his own 
escape route, Prokhorenko said. He paced 
the floor and spoke passionately as he re­lated his escape. He said he was "nerv­ous."

He resided in Moscow where he 
worked for the state-run Picture Produc­
tions ar.d helped film “Is There Going to be Communism,” Prokhorenko said.

Secretly he attempted to film Pamyat, a Russian nationalistic extremist group 
but was discovered, Prokhorenko said.

Pamyat discovered him secretly film­
ing their meeting, Prokhorenko said. He likens the group to German Nazis and ra­cists who count communist party officials among its members."They threatened to bum mo alive in my own apartment if I did not leave Mos­cow Immediately," Prokhorenko said.
' A month after the Oct. 10,1989 Incident, he flew to Magadan because he had heard 

of a Soviet delegation leaving from there for Alaska, Prok’-orenko said. He did not,

however, know when the group would leave, he said."Since I would have to wait over a 
month for a flight out (with the delega­tion), 1 convinced a doctor to fake a medi­cal excuse for me so that I could wait In 
Magadan Instead of having to return to 
Moscow."Travel to Magadan is restricted as it is 
in much of the Soviet Far East, Prokho­renko explained. Visitors must have a rea­son and official permission to remain 
there, he said.He also forged a KGB document from the Popular Science and Educational Stu­
dio Center In Moscow allowing him to 
travel abroad, he said.

"I showed the document to the head of the Soviet delegation and he permitted me to board the plane heading for Anchor­age."
"With my forged documents, I bought 

and sneaked myself into a large delega­tion of people who were leaving for Alaska fora Rotary Exchange.”
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Amend by adding:
(Following line 11, Page 1 add:) WHEREAS Alaska encompasses an area of 365 
million acres, one-fifth of the total land area of the continental United 

States and is the largest state in the United States; and

f Amend by adding: £C>
/  (Following l i n e - W f  Page 1 add;) WHEREAS geographic illiteracy has become 
C  a serious concern for the American people and has been identifed as a

a priority in educational program development: and\
Amend by changing:

(Line 29, Page 1) size, (and) proportion, or accompanied with a scale

reflecting proportion and location.
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A pp roved  b y  C om m is s io n e r : _ J C h a i r  D a fc . J a n  1 9 ,  1 9 9 0
A g e n c y :______________
D is tribu tion  (b y  p repare r ) :

L eg is la tiv e  F inance 
L eg is la tiv e  Spon so r 
Requestor
O ffic e  o f  M anagement and Budget 2 i
Impacted Agcncy(ies) p a g e ----------  o f  —



A  v e r y '  b a d  map., a s  w e  k n o w  A l a s k a  h a s  i t s  s h a r e  o f  e a r t h q u a k e s

E a r t h q u a k e s  i n  t h e  U . S .
The vulnerability ol various parts of the country to earthquakes

Epicenter of 
Tuesday's quake

j No damage

p T j  Susceptible to Susceptible to
minor damage —‘ moderate damage

Susceptible to 
major damage

Source: National Academy o l Sdenoee   i ------------------------ AP/Robert Dominguax

!

Asian And Pacific islander Persons 
100.000 or moro
50.00010 09 999
25.00010 49.999 
10 00010 24 999 
less Nun 10 000

F i g u r e  4. J u m t o o r  o r  S iu m s  - j« ‘3 ."’ n c i r ! * ?  .3.12n d o r  
? <% rsons -57 Zinin: 3 0 0

F i n a l l y ,  a v e r y  g o o d  a n d  c o r r e c t  m a p .  (It c a n  b e  done.



THE REAL S IZ E  OF ALASKA

Alaska: America’s largest state
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I s n ' t  A l a s k a  s t i l l  i n  t h e  N o r th w e s t ?

Do y o u  f r e q u e n t l y  call a n y  o f  t h e s e  cities?

EXECULINES OF THE NORTHW EST, INC. PRO V ID ES UP TO  40% 
SAVINGS O N  CALLS MADE TO  13 CITIES

E xeculines of th e  N orthw est, Inc., is proud to offer ou r exclusive “ On* 
N e t” P rogram  to local businesses. As th e  only local com pany  w ith its 
ow n digital netw ork, Execulines is p leased to  p ass  on trem endous 
sav in g s  on all long d is tan ce , and particu larly  on ca lls  m ade to  som e 
of th e  m ost frequently  ca lled  cities in th e  United S ta te s .

• • • * v/ .

PROVIDING INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS TO OUR CUSTOMERS'LONG DISTANCE NEEDS.

1333 Lincoln Suite 2 Bellingham, WA 98226 (206)676-1100 or 1-800-343-5364



D o n ' t  New Y o r k e r s  know where  A la s k a  •

S U N D A Y ,  S E P T E M B E R  17, 1989

i*
* * \*%
Meteorology: Pennsylvania State University

• J •*. ■<

Today’s  High Temperatures and Precip itation
L . *.;• .

□ P A R T L Y  CLOUDY 
□  MOSTLY CLOUDY

ern Pacific. San Francisco reported 
thunder and rain, an uncommon event 
in Septem ber.

Only once in five years do thunder­

W eather .: V*.
Highlight -‘- I t
Powerful Hurricane ' 
Hugo will threaten 
the Virgin Islands 
and Puerto R ico to­
day and tonight. 
Conditions will im­
prove slowly in the 
Leeward Islands.

over .MODERATE / .  c w h . i u w i  -  n
• -. r is k , - t- ooMiNicA'1 H T

','CaribboanSea "mARmiouE^!)' , £ ’ (, 

Hurricane Hugo; “  s t .  lu c ia 0 -./ u ’ 

Next 36 Hours ’ 9T. VINCEUT 0

storms occur along the northern coast 
ol California This mcnth is usually one 
of the warmest and driest for the region. 
More showers are expected for today

along the coast with the first snow of. 
the season likely to fall in the northern ‘ 
Sierras tomorrow as very cold air aloft 
pushes itseil inland. . i . ,



V o t e r  P a r t i c i p a t i o n  b y  S t a t e
Percen t o f  voting age popu la tion  casting votes fo r  19 84  presidentia l e lection
Total U.S. 59.9%

Vt. /M aine 
6t.1%/68.7%

R .I.
62.7%

Alaska

59.1%

s.
Hawaii 5 
54.5% 1

Source: Census Bureau

Lew  
M o o res

W h y  c a n ’ t  

A l a s k a  b e  

o n  t h e  m a p ?
A l a s k a n  is  t i r e d  o f  
g e t t i n g  d e e p  f r e e z e

All of this started, you might say, in 1867, 
/hen the United States bought Alaska from 
he Russians for chump change, a little over 
7 million. Ever since then, mapmakers here 
ave been having a tough time figuring how 
j  Include it on maps. Usually it winds up 
bating off the California coastline.

/ want you to know I  support youn  
campaign to put A laska on the map. One 
Jay I  would like to snowmobile to A laska . 

L.M. Silversides, Redford

Alaska’s on 
the map, but 
off it, too

I  think your idea about A la ska  is great. / 
have had no luck try ing to locate Hope. 
Alaska, on the map. Can you help me?

IMadeline McDonald. Canton



D E C E M B E R  2 9 , 1 9 8 9 S fjc iU nto fjtn .q to it STmtcs
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IN S ID E  THE

B E L T W A Y

________________________G e o g r a p h y  l e s s o n _______________________
Dan Bloom is a Juneau journa lis t who was a cartoonist for The Wash­

ington S ta r and ex-editor o f an Alaska weekly newspaper. But most ly  'ne is 
a man w ith  a cause. He wants to put his state on the map at least rough ly 
where it ought to be: northwest o f Washington state.

“A lot o f maps in newspapers tend to leave Alaska off entire ly o r  put 
it in a box south of California,’’ he complained by phone the other day. 
Obligingly, he sent a hand-drawn map (above) to show the way he th inks 
the media’s maps should look. Sort of.

Dan is  not an unreasonable man. He recognizes the space prob lems 
that newspaper makeup men face. “You could probably take a li tt le out of 
South Dakota and Iowa i f  you needed to make room," he said. "That's a l l  
flyover country anyhow. Or maybe a chunk of Ibxas."

And since Alaska is one-fifth the size of the Lower 48, he doesn’t 
expect it to be in scale.

What worr ies Dan is k ids like the 10-year-old g ir l in Michigan who 
heard about his campaign and put A\.ska northwest of Washington on a 
ecography test. The teacher marked it wrong and told her, “Alaska belongs 
in a box otf California."

A resolution asking mapmakcrs and editors to stop“mismnpping 
Alaska" w i l l  be introduced in the state leg is la ture next month. Attempts to 
canvass members of A laska’s congressional delegation yesterday were 
unavailing. They were either traveling or back home, and who can b lame 
them? With the weather we've been having, wouldn't you rather be sunning 
yourself in Baja California — even in a box?
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WATCH 1 Q  Sites reporting inHoenz* A

m  SHes reporting influenza B : 

B n  Sites reporting influenza A & B

WASH]

OKLA.
N.MEX.

ALASKA

■ • ;*• . • ••• Number of times Alaska stories

A ncK ct-^  j4los fea I

R e p o r te rs  f r o m  O u ts id e  :,v 
b e c o m e  a c c id e n t a l  to u r is ts

•" w

i / i f c / ^ o  7

B y  D U S T Y  RH O DES
Daily New s  reporter

sed  to  be , t h e  o n l y  t im e  A la s k a  g o t  •’  
m e n t io n e d  o n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  m o r n in g  ’ 
n ew s w as  w h e n  t h e  w e a t h e rm a n  . 
w a s  d e s p e ra te  t o  f i l l  h i s  s e g m e n t , Tf 
H e  m ig h t m e n t i o n  th e  s n o w f a l l  i n  
A n c h o ra g e  b y  g e s t u r i n g  t o  a  
fr a m e d , m i n i a t u r e  o u t l i n e  o f  o u r  

s t a te , le a d in g  s le e p y  A m e r i c a n s  t o  b e l ie v e  
th a t  A la s k a  is  a n  i s la n d  a b o u t  o n e  t h i r d  th e  
s iz e  o T T e x a s , k e p t  in  a  b o x  o f f  th e  c o a s t  o f
C a l i f o r n i a   “  "

B u t  d u r in g  th e  p a s t  y e a r  a n d  a  h a l f ,  th e  
n a t i o n a l  m e d ia  h a v e  b e e n  fo r c e d  t o  g iv e  
A la s k a  m o re  a t t e n t io n  t h a n  r a r e ,  r a n d o m  
r e p o r t s  o i l  s n o w fa l l .  B e t w e e n  th e  t r a p p e d  
w h a le s  a n d  th e  c o ld  w a v e  a n d  th e  o i l  s p i l l  
a n d  M o u n t  R e d o u b t , A l a s k a  h a s  p r o b a b ly  
g o t  m o r e  m e d ia  a t t e n t i o n  i n  th e  p a s t  15 
m o n th s  th a n  in  th e  p r e v i o u s  15 y e a r s .  ■ ' 

G r a n t e d ,  m o s t  o f  t h i s  r e c e n t  A la s k a  n e w s  
h a s  b e e n  p a t e n t ly  b a d  n e w s .  E v e n  th e  w h a le  
re s c u e  h a s  b een  d e n o u n c e d  a s  a  s i l l y ,  . . ;
h ig h -p r ic e d  c irc u s . 1

B u t  t h e r e  w as  a b r i g h t  s i d e  t o  t h i s  s u d d e n  
fo c u s  o n  A la s k a .  R o v in g  r e p o r t e r s  f r o m  . 
O u t s id e  b e c am e  a c c id e n t a l A l a s k a  t o u r i s t s , .  
a n d  s o m e  f e l l  in  lo v e  w i t h  A l a s k a  a n d  
A la s k a n s .  T h e y  w en t b a c k  t o  t h e i r  
h o m e to w n s  s o u n d in g  b e t t e r  t h a n  c ru is e  s h ip , 
b r o c h u re s ,  t a lk in g  a b o u t  o u r  a p p a r e n t ly  . , t-. 
u n iq u e  ‘ ’ s p i r i t . ’ * ; f  j i

(O f  c o u r s e , s in ce  m a n y  o f  t h e m  h a i le d  
f r o m  s m o g g y , c row d e d , c r im e - r i d d le d  c it ie s  J..V1 
l i k e  L o s  A n g e le s , N ew  Y o r k  o r  W a s h in g t o n ,^

. . .

appeared in major media
—  • '

THE NEW YORK TIM ES
1988 90 (13 trapped wha les)
1989 193(141 oil spill)

M A JO R  M A G A ZIN ES
1988 60 (9 trapped whales)
1989 120(71 oil spill)

N A T IO N A L  P U B L IC  R A D IO
1987 25
1988 37 (5 trapped whales)
1989 125 (102 oil spill)
Source* New Yon» TVn*r Indew. Reader* Gu4e lo PanodcN literature, end N«ron* Put*;

Friday-Saturday, January 12-13,1950'
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P a g e  6  ALASKA J O U R NAL OF COMMERCE & P A C IF IC  RIM  REPO RTER  V J eek  o l  A p r i l  2 4 .

D a n  B l o o m ’s  m a d  a n d  h e ’ s  
g o t t e n  U S A  T o d a y  t o  l i s t e n

B y  I m r e  N e m e t h

When W i l l a r d  S co t t  g i v e s  the 
w e a th e r  fo re ca s t  e v e r y  mor­
n in g  on N B C 's  T o d a y  Show 
(and in be tw een  g r im a c e s  a t  B ry a n t  
G um ba l) .  i l l u m in a t e d  b eh in d  h i s  a th ­
le t i c  b o d y  i s  a  m a p  o f  th e  Un ited  

S ta te s .  A l l  th e a p p ro p r ia t e  h ig h  p res­
s u re  s y s t em s ,  lo w  p re s su re  sy s tem s , 
w a rm  fro n ts ,  co ld  f r o n t s  a n d  s to rm s 
a re  i l l u s t r a t e d  in  g r a p h ic  — a lth o ugh  
so m ew h a t  c a r to o n v  — d e ta i l .

A f t e r  he p o in t s  o u t  a l l  th e  h o t  spots 
a n d  co ld  sp o t s  a n d  w i s h e s  happy 
b i r t h d a y  to a few  c e n te n a r ia n s  who 
s h o u l d ’ve  d ie d  y e a r s  e a r l ie r ,  h e  m ay  
le an  to the le f t  o f  th e  sc reen  fa r  
e n o u gh  so t h a t  v iew e r s  can  see the 
l a s t  tw o  ign o red  s t a t e s .  U s u a l l y ,  he 
p a y s  a b s o lu t e l y  no  a t te n t io n  to A la s ­
k a  a n d  H aw a i i  a n d  fo cu se s  on the
f .ow e r  48.

I f  he  were to r e a l i z e  i t .  bo th  th e  hot 
a n d  co ld  sp o t s  fo r  th e  n a t io n  wou ld  
p ro b a h ly  be in  th e  49th a n d  50th 
s t a t e s .  ■ : •

T h e  p rob lem  (an d  th e 'p o in t to  th is  
s to ry )  is: n e i t h e r  o f  th e  a fo r em en t i ­

o n e d  s t a t e s  i s  rep re sen ted  geogra- 
' p h i c a l l y  in ta c t .  T h e y  a pp ea r  in  e x a g ­

g e ra te d  s i z e  a n d  in  l i t t l e  boxe s  in the 
lo w e r  le ft som ew h e re  n e a r  B a ja  C a l i ­
fo rn ia .  T h i s  f a c t  i s  repeated  on most 
m a p s  p uch a sed  in  t h i s  c o u n t r y .

J u n e a u  r e s id en t  D an  B loom  f in d s  
t h i s  a l to g e th e r  i r r i t a t i n g .  I t ’s  no t im ­
p o s s ib le ,  he s a y s ,  to dep ic t th e  s ta te  
o f  A la s k a  in i t s  r i g h t f u l  po s i t io n  a s  a 
pa r t  o f  the  No rth  A m e r ic a n  con t inen t .

T h re e  y e a r s  a g o  w h i le  e d i to r  o f 
J u n e a u ’s  C a p i t a l  C i t y  W ee k ly ,  he 
lo o k  th e  f ig h t  to free th e  s t a t e  from 
th e  hnx to the p u b l ic .

T h e  a u th o r  a n d  part- t ime te a che r 
w ro te  an  e d i to r ia l  c a l l i n g  for J u n e a u  
r e s i d e n t s  to w r i t e  a le t te r  to th e  n a t ­
io n a l  n ew sp ap e r  l)SA  T oday  to con­
v in c e  i t s  e d i to r ia l  s t a f f  o f  the im po r­
t a n c e  o f  A l a s k a ’s  t r u e  lo c a t io n .  For 
s om e  rea son  th e  re sp on se  w a s  s t ro n g  
e n o u g h  to b r in g  th e  e d i to r s  o v e r  to 
B lo o m ’s  w a y  o f  t h in k i n g .  T h e  cu r ­
ren t n a t io n a l  w e a t h e r  m ap s  in tha t 
p u b l i c a t io n  rep re sen t  A la s k a  a s  a 
re a l  p la ce  -- w i th o u t  a box bo rder .

" W e  r a n  a h e a d l in e  w h en  th e y  
c h a n g e d  th e i r  p o l ic y  th a t  read . ‘When 
J u n e a u  t a lk s .  U S A  T o d a y  l i s t e n s . " '  
B lo o m  s a id .

S u b s e q u e n t  c am p a ig n s  to o th e r  pub 
l i c a t i o n s  w e ren ’t a s  s u c c e s s fu l .  B loom  
h im s e l f  e i th e r  w ro te  or c a l le d  a l l  
s o r t s  o f  m a jo r  m a g a z in e s  a n d  n e w s ­
p a p e r s  — in c lu d i n g  the N ew  York  
T im e s ,  L .A . T im e s .  N ew sw e e k  a n d  a 
h o s t  o f  o th e r s  — to e n l i s t  a id  in the  
v e n t u r e .  M o s t l y ,  h e  met w i th  o ppo s i­
t ion . M a n y  were  in te re s te d  in thp 
con cep t ,  e ven  i f  th e i r  g r a p h ic s  d ep a r t ­
m e n t  s a i d  i t  w a s  an  im p o s s ib i l i t y .  
H is  c o r r e sp o n d e n c e  w i th  c o lum n i s t s  
p a id  o f f .  A t  le a s t  25 w ro te  s to r ie s  on 
the i d e a  a n d  m a n y  in c lu d e d  B lo o m ’s 
a d d r e s s  a s  he  h a d  re q u e s te d  to m e a ­
su re  t h e  re sp on se  la te r .

H e r e c e iv e d  mo re  th a n  2.000 po s t­
c a r d s  a n d  le t t e r s  from a l l  o v e r  the  
c o u n t r y .

“ O n e  s i x t h  g r a d e  g i r l  w ro te  a n d  
s a i d .  ‘ I  w a s  m a rk e d  w ro n g  fo r p u t ­
t in g  A l a s k a  in th e  N o r thw e s t .  T h e  
t e a c h e r  s a i d  i t  b e longed  in  a  box in  
the lo w e r  l e f t h a n d  co rn e r . ’"  B loom  
r e c a l le d .

I t ’s  im a g e  a n d  i t  s u f f e r s  f rom  b e in g  
in a h o x .  he  a dd s .

" S i n c e  w e ’v e  been  a s t a t e  fo r 80 
y e a r s ,  y o u  t h in k  v/e’d be co n s id e re d  
part o f  th e  c o u n t r y . ” he s a i d .  “ Mosr 
m ap s  in  e le m e n t a r y  s c h o o l s  h a v e  
A l a s k a  in  a  l i t t l e  m a p  so u th  o f  C a l i ­
fo r n ia . ”

B a s i c a l l y ,  the  re spon sp  th en , a s  
now . f r o m  m a p m a k e r s a n d  th enew s-  
m ed ia  i s  t h a t  th e  p rob lem  i s  one o f  
lo g i s t i c s .

T h e  p r e s id e n t  o f  R a n d  M c N a l l y  
w ro te  B lo o m  and  ag re ed  in  p r in c ip le  
w i th  h i s  c o m p la in t  bu t d e fen ded  h i s  
i n d u s t r y ’s  p o s i t io n  s a y in g  t h a t  i t  w a s  
a sp a c e  p ro b lem  a n d  n o th in g  more.

" I f  U S A  T o d a y  c a n  c h a n g e  i t s  m ap  
po l icy  th e n  th e r e ’s  no p ro b lem ."  the 
J u n e a u  r e s id e n t  s a i d .  " B a s i c a l l y ,  a 
map i s  a  s y m b o l i c  r e p re se n ta t io n  o f  a 
c o u n t r y . "

B loom  h a s n ’t been too a c t i v e  in h i s  
map c a m p a i g n i n g  hu t f ig u re s  to s t a r t  
up a g a i n ,  lo o k in g  to the le g i s la t u r e  
Ibr a s s i s t a n c e  th is  t im e  a ro un d
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H O W  T O  U S E  T H I S  P A G E
The c o lo r  key shows today's high tem peratu res . The 
num bers be low  cities a re  today's fo recast high and to­
m orrow  morning's low . Tem pera tu res a re  F ah ren h e it

LEGEND
Showers Rain

/ /
: : : :

Pac ific  Coast; Steady ra in  lik e ­
ly  a ll day cen tra l C a lif, coast 
into western O re . and Wash. 
Showers spreading in land.

R ock ie s ; A fte rnoon ra in  show­
ers in no rthern  Id aho , western 
M on t A little wet snow  in M on t 
Ch illy  m orn ing east o f Rockies.

South C en tra l; A co ld  m orn ing 
across reg ion except Texas, L a  
coasts. Sunny, p leasan t day ev­
e ryw here . C lea r, co ld  ton ight

N o rth  C en tra l; Sui 
reg ion. W indy m orn  
e rn  D a k o t a s , M i l 
W indy tonight In  we
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My wife and I certainly know where 

Juneau is. It was our pleasure along 
with ICO other Shriners and their 

ladies to visit Juneau on the first 
voyage this spring of the Noordam. „ 

We spent much enjoyable time on t h e  
glacier, at a salmon bake, the Red g 

Dog Saloon, and a pleasant walk in i 
your fine city. This was my wife's * 
1st visit to Alaska and my 2nd. We I 
are looking forward to another to f 
a great state and a great city. ■§ 
Did enjoy column about your problem! 

in Fort Lauderdale News. Thought . 
egret might be change from puffins.?

u

Joseph Hagelin I
7527 Overlook Dr. !

Lake Worth, FL 
33463
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I  HEAD YGUR NAME IN  RON HUDSPETH* S 
COLUMN IN  THE ATLANTA CONSTITUTION.
I .  KEEP. A  7/ALL.HAP C? THE U .S .A .  HUNG 
IN  MY.OFFICE. .SURE ENOUGH, ALASKA IS  
SOUTHEAST OF CALIFORNIA..
I  WILL ACCEPT A POSTCARD SIZE MAP OF 

YOUR 5SAUTIFUL STATE EUT WoULD Hr ALLY 
L IKE  TO HAVE SOMETHING LARGER.

TTIANX,

RUSSELL MOSS
3139 o a k c l i f f  h i d ,  j t .
DORAVILLE,:a . 3C3LG



H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F r a n  U l m e r  

M E M O R A N D U M

TO:

FROM:

DATE:

RE:

Senator Pourchot, Chairman 
Members 
S e n a t ^ ^

Rep. Frap

ate Affairs ̂ Committee

O A
February/5, 1990

HJR 64

Three years ago a local Juneau editor, Dan Bloom, began a nationwide 
campaign to ask publications to put Alaska where it belongs on maps 
of the U.S., in the Northwest corner, not off the coast of California. 
At that time, concerned Alaskans wrote to the national newspape 
U S A  Today,  and convinced their editorial staff of the importance of 
the correct placement of Alrska on their national maps.

Subsequent campaigns to sway other publications have not been as 
successful, but columnists throughout the U.S. have been writing 
stories on this idea and have asked people to write to Dan Bloom 
with their comments. Already, thousands of letters of support for 
this idea have come to Juneau.

Last year, in a national study of high school students, an astounding 
number of students were found to be geographically illiterate. 
Considering the publications they view daily, its not surprising that 
they are unable to place a state 1/5 size of the country anywhere 
near its correct position on national maps. In a small way, HJR 64 
will help America's students by asking major publications to place 
Alaska correctly on U.S. maps.

Districi 4 B  —  J u n e a u

P.O. B O X  V  • Juneau. Alaska 99811-3100 • (907)465-4947
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♦

"T h e
im p e ra t iv e s

a re  c le a r :
I t  is  t im e
to  le a rn

la n g u a g e s .
It  is  t im e
to  le a rn

g e o g ra p h y ."
♦

Virginia Governor 
Gerald L.Baliles, 

Chairman, 
National Governors' 

Association

Layers of life  abound 
In the fragile ecosystem 
of a South American 
tropical rain forest.
(Sea "Tropical Rain 
forests: An Endangered 
Resource?” on page 10.)
Photograph by Loren McIntyre

National Geographic Society Geography Education Program Washington, 0. C. 2flp36 (202) t75-fc701



G e o g r a p h y  F r o n t ie r s

Alaska Alliance Holds First Summer Institute
T h e  June  skies o v e r  

Anchorage , A la ska , w e re  
c lea r and b righ t as the 
A laska  G eog raph ic  
A lliance  convened  its 
firs t sum m er geog raphy 
institute. F o r  tw o w eeks ,
31 e lem en tary  and 
secondary teachers from  
throughout the state 
attended c lasses at the 
U n ive rs ity  o f  A la ska , A nchorage . D irec ted  by  
A llian ce  C oo rd in a to rs  M a rjo r ie  G orsuch and 
R og e r P ea rson , the institute focused on the 
geography o f  A la sk a  and  the state's re la tion sh ip  
with the P a c ific  and A rc tic  R im s .

Recognition 
Program Focuses 
On Geography

S i n c e  1 9 82 , the U . S . Departm en t o f  Educa- 
tion has sponsored  the Secondary  S ch o o l re c ogn i­
tion P ro g ram , which h ono rs  excep tiona l pub lic  
and p riva te  sch oo ls . E lem en ta ry  and secondary  
schoo ls a re  honored  in  a ltem r le  years. L a s t yea r, 
2 1 8  o f  the nation's secondary  schoo ls w e re  cited 
fo r  o v e ra ll exce llence . F o r  the firs t time, g eog ra ­
phy was em phasized  la s t yea r in the na tionw ide 
com petition in o rd e r to stress the need fo r  g eog ra ­
phy to p la y  a m ore p rom inen t ro le  in the 
cu rricu lum .

"D esigna ting  geog raphy  as a specia l em phasis 
sends a s ig na l to a ll sch oo ls  that we need to  pay 
m ore attention to g eog raphy ," says Jean N a ra ya - 

- v  nan, s ta f f d irec to r o f  the Sch oo l R ecogn ition  
P rog ram .

Du rin g  the 1 9 8 9 - 1 9 9 0  schoo l year, geog raphy 
w ill once again  be em phasized . ♦

" I be lieve  teachers 
and students shou ld  go  
ou t and expe rience  g eog ­
raphy  firs thand , th rough 
the so les  o f  the ir feet, 
and with a ll o f  th e ir sen s­
es," says Pearson . Pu tting  
his ideas in to practice , he 
led  the teachers on a 
w a lk  through dow ntown 
A nchorage , exam in ing  

Pac ific  cu ltu ra l in fluences . T hey  a lso  w a lked  to 
Earthquake P a rk  to exam ine  the im pact o f  the 
1964  quake. One c lass was conducted on the top 
f lo o r  o f  the ta llest bu ild ing  in A nchorage , w here 
the teachers used a e ria l and h is to ric  photog raphs 
and o ld  maps to study changes in the urban land ­
scape o f  Anchorage .

A  fie ld  trip to P rudh oe  B a y , sponsored by  B P  
E xp lo ra tion , h igh ligh ted  the institute. Institute 
participants flew  north  past M oun t M cK in le y  to 
the N orth  S lo p e  to v is it the End ico tt o il-p rodu c in g  
fac ilitie s . T h ey  stopped at the beginning o f  the 
trans-A laska p ip e lin e  a t A ly e sk a  Pum p Station #1  
fo r  a group photo . T h e  partic ipants observed  ca ri­
b ou , snowy ow ls , and o th er w i ld li fe  o f  the tundra.
A  few  dipped their toes in the A rctic  Ocean .

C o -d ire c to r Pearson  dec la res the institute a 
g reat success— one that o ffe re d  a unique expe ri­
ence fo r  the partic ipants. "H ow  m any o ther sum ­
m er institutes are there where m oose graze by  the 
do rm ito ries , the g o ve rn o r stops oy  fo r  a barbecue, 
and the participants can have a  sum m er so lstice 
v o lle y b a ll gam e in na tu ra l ligh t at m idn ight?"

The  institute w as one  o f  2 8  a lliance  sum m er 
geog raphy institutes sponsored  in 19 89  by the G e ­
og raphy Education P rog ram  and state geograph ic 
a lliances. Funded b y  state and lo c a l contributions 
and by the N a tion a l G eog raph ic  Soc ie ty  Education 
Foundation , these institutes focus on  geography 
content, teaching strateg ies, and in -se rv ice w o rk ­
shop preparation . ♦

— Geoffrey Undenvood

Alaska Governor 
Steve Cowper, an avid 
supporter of geography 
education, visits 
the alliance's first 
summer Institute.
Photograph courtesy Alicke 
Geographic AllUnoa

♦

"I believe teachers 
and students 
should go out 
and experience 
geography 
firsthand, 

through the soles 
of their feet, and 
with ail of their 

senses."
♦

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC SOCIETY FALL I9S9
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Peg Stout—I will never sec the world;', 
tlirough die sam i eyes again;’ I will, j, 
never Teel (lie sime about being a;., 
tcaclicragain - 1 attended the National .• j 
Geograpltic Suntnicr Institute 
Wasliington, D.C. this summer!"

My teaching cireer started in the 
autumn of 1950 in Virginia, and I’ve,;;: 
been teaching most if  the time since -.; 
then. The only tiring that rivals my V 
experience this summer is the two j 
years I spent teaciiing In an Ethiopian!-!; 
boys’ school.

Tliis summer I learned. that f  
geography is more (bar, naming and i  
locating places on maps i rid globes. I 
learned that lire dynamics of geography: • 
are alive and with us everywhere; 
they influence evcrytliing we. do.
Geography is motion-mc tion1 of people, animals, 
machines, water, air, and ideas. Geography is humans 
interacting with their envircnmcni, and we need to be 
aware of what is going on all over tfi^worlcl because

,-Dobbl Lowden— An intense four 
*iw eek  session o f geography 

education was promised, and it 
was that and so much morel 

Sequestering 70 educators from 
■ across the country with a common 
interest in geography can’t fail to 

. produce a kaleidoscope of ideas 
„.For me, this was one of the most 
J  valuable features o f the Summer 
;V Geography Institute in Wasliington,
•• D.C. The sharing of ideas and 
' common concerns, and tire memory 
'jV'of the bountiful Inimor and energy 

generated by tliis group will not 
soon be forgotten.

I’ve brought back ideas from 
^Hawaii, Connecticut, Oklahoma, 

California, Massachusetts, and the
Alarka tram grouppholo at French Embassy In Washington, D.C. ■ .. Other States represented; but I also
during KGS Summer Geography Institute. Top: M. Keene (Q a n d  have the fond memories o f the people with whom 
J . Marcello; Seated, L  to R: T. Stout, D. Roope.B. Lowden andL. I aid, walked, talked, and shopped geography during

i  - I * ■ V-'!V llitwfe fourw<SeM-'i* ; "  ' ’ ’
•u.;;: i t e m s  unf

Fry.

affordGlgiihrc w h a trn ia p p e m iig m o lT i^^Tso n fic  ^  fc dc-vciopcd because we were treated with
world because it docsn I cot cenluS.T , We. must be .........   . u
aware o f whai is  h a p p e n in g M lf $ > r i d a » a t c  it to/v proress|onnls wonlfy ofr?n!t. ”

truly

f f i M  idllle SGI, live returned to JiiheaU with 
infercsl in feaclung geography nod

uly. an honor arid * Pr t c 3 7 r / / « t r j w i i s i i l f c i r r i  '"of the Alaska
exciting way that involves them " W W tm - '-  ■' •”  °! “s “ ,sl lu. e . s ,0*H?*'u contingency S i  was proud to be among the talemexenngw ay inai involves uicni. (j , tlrat I will be able to share lire information, tire excitement v “ ■... g , > J  . . . .  M n r, ,„ 0

As exciting as the ,n onnalron ive.garned was, .1 Qf (cac|lj , ai.d (he sense of pride in being a ,  Peg. ban, Jody. Marlene, nod Lyn.
was nothing compared to the sense of pndeinnd d.gmty gcography ,cacllcr wiU) niany ot| lcr tcachers in the . . ' .  •
that was instilled in us during that month. I came away fu(urc
with the feeling that teachers really are important, that ,

• * ;rrj • .•<*• . .

The Other Census:
• i ■' . • *i •• .• *

National Geography 
Society Set To Count 
1990 Geography! Bee

*,■ *

. . Winners
' ,‘t by Jody Marcello ' ; - -

\y , i i ip r t f  Y;.
On Friday, May 19, 1989, and tiiice lop finishers ,

were recognized. National Geographic Society President 
Gil Grosvcnor called all 55 slate winners to the stage to 
be recognized as winners, too. He acknowledged that 
tliey had won a classroom competition, won a school 
competition, scored high enough on a qualifying 
examination to win a place in the state competition, and 
then won the slate competition. ' ’ ’’ ;

If we use that logic as we prepare for the 1990 
Geography Bee, we calculate, as NGS will, that there 
will be 35 state winners, 5500 state qualifying winners,.
25,000 school winners,-and approximately 250,000 
classroom winners. Now, le i's  stop to think about all 
lire geography questions answered right that liiis translates 
into; I'm willing to go for 25,000,000. '

•ill.'.’.

The important point is that the Rational Geography of lite Alaska Geographic Alliance. Geography
Bee coordinators Jody Smothers Marcello of Sitka 
and Daniel Roope of Wrangell arc seeking three 
additional members for tliis committee. Participants 
from the Alaska Geographic Alliance Institute held 
in Anchorage in June who are interested in serving 
on this commiticc should contact Jody (801 Lincoln 
.St., Sitka, AK 99835, 747-3623 Home, 747-8672 
Work) or Dan (Box 2176 Wrangell, AK 99929,

bee recognizes winners; kids who arc doing something 
right. It recognizes that for each of those 250,000 plus 
kids, there arc parents or supporting adults and at least 
one dedicated. If we start to add in all o f the sisters and 
brothers, friends, principals, teachers, neighbors,etc. so 
on who offer support to these winning youngsters, the 
numbers multiply quickly. • ** . ,f. '.

Tlie Nntional Geography bee may be the inost 
important cciisus of 1990. It gives lis a chance to count -'874-3212 Home, 874-3395 Work) no later than 
wiiuiets and to recognize what is working in the schools O ciober 1,1989. : v »  "< •>
and (lie homes in support o f geography education. •' l’ ’ ; Don't miss the tliance to have your students 

The most important date for tliis winning census is ; stand up and be counted as WINNERS in the 1990 
November 1,1989, as lint is tlie deadline for schools to ’ -National Geography Bcelll •• '  1 
register for participation Li tlic 1990 National Geography 
Bee. The competition is set up for students in grades 4- 
8. Schools that participated in last year’s Bee arc 
automatically registered forthe 1990 Bee. Schools that 
did not participate must register nolatcrthan November 
1, 1989. School principals should have received a '• 
mailing last spring detailing (lie registration process. If . 
this mailing has nol appe ared. s’cnd a letter to Mary Lee 
Eldcn, Manager, Natioral Geography Bee,' National ;
Gcograpliic Sodely, l7lli rndM  Streets NW, Wiisliirigtbh,':<
DC, 20036. ; ' ■ ’ ; . "*1, '* 1

Details for the slate competition are bcirig finalized 
by a newly established Geography Bee Subcommittee

I A G A  S u n t i i ic r  In s i i tu ie  P h o io  
.{Album | v , . . . p g  3 , .  

I r .N n fio n n l A w a rd  R e c ip ie n t In 
' H o n ic r i  U ^ ' :  ' ...p g  4
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National Historical Pictorial Map

' - /!-■*• .vUvj 'lihF"

Contest Dates Set

The Commission on the Bicentennial of the O.S. Constitution lias announced dates 
for (Ire second aiuiuai National Historical Pictorial Map Contest. The contest is 
designed to encourage the study of geography within the context of early American 
history. Students arc asked to use graphic or artistic rcprcseniatior-s to map liistorical 
and geographical events significant to the development o f early American history. 
Students in grades 4-12 are eligible to participate. Cash awards arc given in school 
winners at both slate and national levels of the competition.

:• <li*>r >*• '* • *.
Last year’s first place winners were Harvester Christian Academy, Anchorage 
(Elementary and Middle) and student Roderick Gray, Harvester Christian Academy 
(Secondary). Second place winners were Cantwell Elementary School, St. Elizabeth 
Ann Scion, Anchorage (Middle), and student Chris Halvorsen, Hollis School 
(Secondary). . %;{ . / ;

• * ’ • i’ ’" '  ’ ' . • "  • ' '
Registration deadline is November.17; s.ta|e,'udging will take place in March, and 
national judging is May J5. To register,'contact lire National Bicculennial Competition 
on lire Constitution and Bill of Rights, Center for Civic Education, 5 J 46 Douglas Fir 
Rond, Calabnsas, California 91302 (818-340-9320). AH schools in tire state should 
receive information on the contest from the center during September. - ;

1 • .•«rr.’ -i l - . ' . jv i t l ; r f c .  1.. . .................

•••>.;• - f i l l *  v t r - j ' / f c n - ^  ,

' • *•'>?•*> " >'•..* • np'tjll,PlrtHh’jlniIB. -II!..

- »kui ! w' . «i -b»A .JiiUpliM

. • — l _ l c — — *

The Aluka Geographic Alliance (AGA) l&go waa designed to convey a aensc of die five geographic 
themes. The circular image represents Ihc earth; the primary role of geographic education U to present 
information and facts about the world. The intersecting linet represent location, position on the earths 
surface, as well as identification of a specific place witli its physical and human characteristics. Tl>e 
inlersccting lines font* specific regions, areas of unity which arc the subject of geographic #tudy. Tl»e 
Alaska Geographic Alliance initials, ACA, are p'.xed in tlte globe to represent members of the Alliance 
working together in Alaska to buil d/r/o/ionj/npj within places. The lines that flow from tl»c globe convey 
a sense of movement, roovcn»:nt between and among places. The fact that lire logo was designed wills 
computer graphics expresses die commitment of the Alaska Geographic Alliance to employ llse newest 
technologies to communicate and develop geographic literacy.
The Alliance Reporter is published five timca a year by the Alaska Department of Education. The 
purpose of The Reptirter is to keep Alaskans Informed about (he activities of the Alaska Geographic 
Alliance and issues which impact geographic educatlbnT Please tend newa items, comments, and stories 
to Karen L. Cant illon, Editor, The Alliance Reporter, P.O. Box P,Juneau, AK 99811, or to RMEPS on il>e 
University of Alaska Computer Network. Alliance boordlnators are Marjorie Gorsuch, Department of 
Education, P.O. Box F, Juneau, AK 99811 (907) 465-2881, and Roger Pearson, University of Alaska 
Fairbanks, Fairbanks, AK 99 (907) 474-7494. p

This publication is made possible through funding by (Ik  Alaska State Legislature and matching funds 
from the National Geographic Society.. * j

'

Ideas? Ideas???
•<

- ’ j ' - ‘ir* , ,
The Alaska Geograpliic Alliance Steering Committee is developing a 3-year plan for 
Alliance activities including teacher Hauling aridcurriculum materials development. 
The plan will be submitted to the National Geograpliic Society on December 15,1989 
and will be lire basis for our funding from NGS for the next three years. Your 
suggestions for directions you think the Alliance should take arc invited. Please 
contact any Steering Committee mcntber with your ideas. - ’ ,

Steering Cotiirnrtlee 1989-90
, "  y  v‘,r \ ' •*'.

Roger Pearson, Coordinator (474-749*./ Fbks.
Marjorie Gorsuch, CpordJnator (465-2888) Juneau 

, Pat Fitzgerald (789-4406) Juneau

Steve Haycox (7.86-1776) Anchorage ' • 1
Joyce Hoircychurch (786ji373) Anchorage 

Bob Henning (206r774-4iil) Edmonds, Washington
Jody Marcello (747-8672) Sitka 1

Rep. Terry Martin (233-(i990) Anchorage '
Doug Phillips (260-2210) Anchorage 1 

Monica Thomas (474-6520) Fbks.

-  y ,  * i

s \a < ? { p ,]\> L'E iD g tm { rL 9 ffc s

Tlie Alaska Geographic. Alliance gratefully 
acknowledges tlie generous contributions of these 
organizations/businesses which liclpcd to make tlie 
AG A Summer Geography Institute possible.

Motional tjejgrtiphic Society 
. . HT "Exploration

’ ![  ̂ ' Chevrnn
University Of Alaskp Anchorage 

The (jcorgc Cmm Company, Inc.
-  . /... Mystmm

Alaska geographic Society 
Optional AudubonSociety 

■’j fA t l '- '  .•>••• M ilton Jlotel
.Japanese Consulate 

' 'jPicturrs and llte ComputerSlore 
Jtfn'ldmy 'Print Shop 
John Unity and Sons 

t • American geographical Society'31',

m - -

III..

T E A C H E R  R E S  O U R C E S
$  . m  ■ ! :

A laska M aps...A nd M ore ' '
Information on maps and services available from the Dcpaitmcnt of Interior con 
be obtained by contacting the National Cart ographic Center at 1-800-US A-MAPS. 
An index of all available maps is available from the department and may be 
obiaincd by calling the U.S. Geological Survey's Distribution Center in Anchorage 
at 561-5555 or 271-4307. Maps of Alaska are available for $2.50 each by calling 
Inc san\e number. . . yva « o • ■ i «  «  « I

 t .  project focused
on globalpeade.liidiscurrenliy teaching it as hcourseatHainesHigb School. The 
Global Sun’ival Handbook, developed by Joliii, contains 23 sclf-teacliing units 
and more than 130 hands-on projects. Typical projects include making a 20-year 
lime capsule, developing a plan tor personal management, and developing a set 
of social principles based on natural laws. .Write to John Bruce, P.O. Box 632, 
Haines AK 99827- (766-2460), for additional information on purchasing the
project. i! * W '

Geophysical Irisli lutc Qunrtcrly'. (
An excellent newsletter is publislied quaitcrly .is a public service by tlie Geophysical

Publications Office, Geophysical Institute, UAF, Fairbanks, AK 99775-0800 
(474-7863).
TC  R ecom m ends B ook .■ —, :> ,• ;
Peggy Hutchins, an AGA Teacher Consultant trained at the AGA Summer 
Institute, recommends the publication Geography Education. Tliis volume, 
published as part of Phi Delta Kappa’s Exemplary Practice series, is designed to 
lielp tcadicrs incorporate lively, engaging, geography lessons into current curriculum. 
The volume is available for $20.00 from Plii Delta Kappa, P.O. Box 789, 
Bloomington. IN 47402-0789 (812) 339-1156.’
U.S. C ensus T eacher M ateria ls 
Tlie U.S. Census Bureau has publislied a 1990 Census Education ProjectTcaching 
Kit. This material will be sent to all school principals tliis spring. Contact the 
Customer Services Order Desk, Bureau of tiic Census, Washington, D.C. 20233. 
These K-12 materials arc designed primarily for use during the 1990 census, hut 
arc reusable. A Teacher Resource .Guide is also available Tree. Alaska data to 
supplement die national information is available from Kathryn Lizik, Alaska 
Department of Labor, P.O. Box 25504, Juneau, AK 99802-5504 (907)465-4500. 
C u ltu rg ram s
Pamphlets on specific nations arc available at nominal cost from Brigham Young 
University, Box 61Y FOB, Pueblo, Ulali 84602. Hicsc pamptilcts arc compreliciisive, 
readable, practical, and yet succinct. .. . "
M oon K it •* fc
A new kit o f slides and information about tlie moon has been released by the 
Astronomical Society,of tlie Pacific. The 18 slides include close-ups of craters, 
lava tubes and mountains as well as photos from the Apollo !1 landing. A 24-pagc 
book, which accompanies the kit, has compreliensive background information 
useful for the classroom. Send $24.45 to the ASP, Moon Kit Dept. NPK, 390 
Ashton Ave., San Francisco, CA 94 i 12.

\. •-------------------------------------------------------------- :— r —
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#1— Pnticipalory lessons were a feature of the institute, the Alaska pipeline during a one-day trip to Prudhos :* . . .
Here a group of teachers assist Tin, Peterson (center) in Bay sponsored by BP Exploration. . Earthltnesjrulehncs. and Northwest Living. In 1968 he
some "floor work." ,  f c f c — ... . .  M -R o b c r t A. Henning (L) being congratulated by; . ^  Ul* AJttkh Geographic Society and has publislied
#2—Graduation ceremonies malxed (he.end of the two- Harvey Brandt on receiving the Alaska Geograpliic the Alaska Geographic scncs Of monograpis since
week Institute with tlie faculty presentingCertificates of Alliance’s first annual Recognition A w ard .Herihlng “ J 9 7 2 ^  teach Many more to know iuh useournatu . 
acliicvcment to the 31 teacher'partieipnntsiy Institute, was given the award at (lie Institute Banquet in recognition' rcsourtes. Hcrimig Ins served on the leering ornmi cc
faculty and staff, from R to L, arc: Miirjoric Gorsuch of Ills pioneering efforts in Alaska geograpliic education A,aska Geograpliic Alhailcc since its_|''caP ' on-
and Roger l’cnrson, Alliance’ Coordlnaibrs, Geoffrey and his significant contribution to our understanding #5—Governor Sieve Cowper receives an ‘s rt
Underwood, NGS Liaison, Louie Yamiotti, Rob Moore, • and enjoyment of Tlie Great Land. Henning, who has a*las alollg w' 11 ’ _ hrs support o 1
Man' Bristol.FranklinGrcenough, Haivey Brandt.and worked as a journalist and geography Icacber, has AHwice s geography efforts front Marjone Gorsuch
Pat Fitzgerald ‘ 4 served as publisher of TIic Alaska Sportsman (later durmg to  informal barbeque. Dan Orcer, AGA teacher
93— Institute attendees gather at die starting point o l <. renamed Alaska magazine), Milepost, Alaska Journal, participant, looks on.



Brann Selected As A G A  Calendar ..... r  Here's' Something to
By

. Q a n l i i n i K i . e  f  .4 A  A  f  A n i i m N . Cheer About!Distinguished Teacher By IA_A0A Sleei Conmte>udi, ..
NCGE : V‘r;“ ' 1 Conference

DAN GREER, Seward for his careful listening skills at 
p. . ,  r, „ . , , f  : , . Septem ber 20 to 23— Association of Pacific Coast the AGA Institute.

, . , a s ° ci s a ik ffc i*  0rn^n lim°[ Geographers, Association of American Geographers, CHARLIE M ATT10LI, North Pole for Iris creative
High School, has been selected by UKNalional Council . Annuaj Mcetjng Fairbanks cfr° fls in thanking people who created summer AGA
for Geographic Education as the.refcipient o f a 1989 , •/■t,:. Institute
Distinguished Teaching A w ^ 'M W d  iS one o f only Sep,em b tr *5 (o 27-A nchorage Private Schools NANClf M CcA LED . 2nd grade teacher, Peterson
twenty K-12 teacheis selected, fromJhroughout the Ocograp( S e rv ic e  & Anclioragc Area Council for School, Kodiak —  incorporates geography into art.
United States forThis honor. He will nceivc the award ^  S oda, S(utU«  inee(il)g wi(H Jenc( CranCi Sr>- storytelling arid Celebration,
while attending the NCGE annual m a tin g  in Hershey, G , p ublic & Educalional Mcdjo, N 0S  RON GIBBS, Ouzlnkle, Kodiak for forming astudent-
Pennsylvania. next month. . v . .. C0n,0raii0h to export local products. -

, • . O ctober 11 to 14—National Council for Geograpliic JU L IE FR O ST andC H A R L IE C R A N G L E,5lhgrade
David includes geography .1. nil o f  his instnicUon. In Mcc(i Hcishcy> PA ' *  . teachers, Seward, did a manielous unit on geography or
addition to combining history. and. gcography as a .• Seward involving the fishing industry,
recnlnr nnrt rtf hie riohlll ornritf&fihl chi,line rlnee U I .  1- K  ERNIR iMANP.WAt. Sitka, lltlS done a Geoportrail

woodsliop classes. *4-
November 12 to 18— Geography Awareness Week

BARBARA SCHMIDTMAN, Central JHS, Anchorage, 
has a super word search about oil and oil-related 

. . .  . vocabulary.
David concentrates on in.erdiscipliniuy approaches to Novenlber l6_ TaM adl on r ATNET, Geography SYLVIA HUGHES. Anderson, Tri-Valley, wrote a
his teaching and team tauglu with an art teacher creating in d Our E m trw m m t fantastic tbcnic poem on the oil spill during the AGA
maps which incorporated "good.geography and good . In s t i tu te .; - - f c
art." He has worked with the school librarian in a unit 
on
family
perspective of seventeenth century•■scmus. m e  , in *  n 1 * n A e1 ,  .' , , j i i i June 10 to 23—AGA Summer
gcncological research reaped unexpected results when .
David and two students discovered that,they all had
ancestors on (he Mayflower !uid (hat; Indeed, tlie three
of them were rclatcdl •' ■ '•

David has involved his students in.tlic Gcograpliy .
Olympiad and the 1988 Geography Bee.'; fie  has teen 
. . .  ,  . .... _____

 ̂wor e w' lcs °9 an in a uni April 19 to 21—JointConfcrence "Education Partneislup: DAVE HANSON, Mountain Village, plays a 20
historical fiction in which studen t researched their Connections for the 90’s” . •.Queslions Game wlth.lds high school students using a
niy trees and then wrote daily journals from the : ■4-v -4;v : map of Aiaska.
spcctive o f seventeenth century-setllers. Tlie A„ 4 «.---------Geography Insiiiulfc ^ATORENEJACKSON,KibeachElem entaryKcnai,

. ■,. integrates geoghiphy, English and reading in 4th grade
;4 i;- - 7  classesi

. , KATHLEEN BRANDT, Baranof Elementary, Sitka, 
did a {ireseiitation at the AGA Institute, on mapping a 
town from the cididren's pctspccllve.

**.\S

:';,v  NANCY M O r i’E T t,; Nikiski Elementary, Kcnai, 
Inlegfales reading tmd geography llirough' inspired

V : ■••lcacldrig..'4 ' . ^ b ! ‘4'Si ’ .

- KASS F R t 6N d, Raveiiwood Elemen lary, Anchorage, 
T '■ '  "r brings celebrations froin around tlie world alive for her

* • t . • a V . • '  i i .'Y  - * M  • V
kindergarten students.

Ys’.'r,: ■

'  ~ m k

"■Tiere In the world Is Malawi?’» V . +a student m y  ask.

A geography teacher m y  aak» - 
"Vhere in Alaska my 1 go to.
order caps o f the world, continent’

• • * . 1 ,'i r.Vk.itnatlcna, Alaska', etc? And how’
about sapa o f tine and space
(astronory) fo r  geo science? Or • ' ,! 
anatcqf charts -  caps o f the tody - 
^or biology? . ' i Hi:

,-rf.

There Is nov a place in Anchorage, 
Alaska vhlch specialises in napa and 
globes, atlases and nap ganes or a l l  
sorts. They take apert.l order and 
purchase orders froo teachers and 
school d istric ts . They accept MC, 

,,vi»a‘, Anerlcan Express. ,
Where Is this geo place? I t ’ s 

Kaps Kapa Hapa: Tlie Haps Place at 
700 E. Benson Blvd. In the Country 

"Village Hall, Anchorage. AK 99503 
„• Phone 907-P7HUPS
ap and geography sk ills  ao our

• • V  '• ., ■
IS )  NYST

tc ."
J } ’:
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NYSTROM

Of’
A RESOURCE FOR STUDENTS

I f  you need scae visual aids to help you tesch i 
Alaslan st'>3ents improve on the lovm Basics, you might Just like  to check out the 
Majb Place, a one stop n p  specialty shop/*'

By the vay, where in the vorld is Halavi?
PS to you knov where to find the lovt Basics, Chicago, Honolulu and Houston in 
the *?th state??? Bf sure to ask about the new line of Alaikana educational rnpa.

• A one slap map shop 
■ iil' lh c  Country Viffjjye AftfW

. 3 , M  2 7 4 - M A P S  ■.

i T h e  ‘ M a p s  P la c e
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• f c  I s s b h
i ■ . — ■ ■ v b u ,M Y S T P O IR tO ' tH n u in .is O fep sred  lo he lp  you

m  NYSTROM. .'  . DMSCNOf HEWTJOHES.NC
Lucillo Froy 1741 WosMo.v Clrdo 

Anchoraflo, AK 99504 
(907) 337-3543

■ 'I • i. '•'!'

-V-X i t -  
. . ! ■■ Geo-Themes

A W orld a tla s  activ ity  p rogram  o rg an ized  by 
five fu n dam en ta l geographic them es: Location 
Place, Relationships, M ovem ent, an d  Regions
: • ’p. t»*yv < *• ■
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■ ■ ■ r  l .  . . .  .  .  I I



Alaska Geographic Alliance Volume 2, Number 2 November. 1989

The Alliance Reporter

Geography Awareness Week 
Celebrated Statewide

A la s k a ’s  tw o  h ig h e s t  e le c te d  
o f f i c i a l s  w i l l  b e  a m o n g  th o s e  t a k in g  
a i i  a c t i v e  r o l e  i n  c e l e b r a t i n g  G e o g ­
r a p h y  A w a r e n e s s  W e e k  N o v e m b e r  
12th t h r o u g h  18th. G o v e m o r S t e v e  
C o w p e r  h a s  i s s u e d  a p r o c la m a t io n  
m a k in g  A l a s k a  o n e  o f  th e  m a n y  
s t a t e s  j o i n i n g  C o n g r e s s  i n  s u p p o r t ­
in g  p u b l i c  a w a r e n e s s  o f  th e  n e e d  fo r  
g e o g r a p h y  e d u c a t i o n .

L o u i e  Y a n n o t t i ,  C h a i r p e r ­
s o n  o f  th e  A G A  G e o g r a p h y  A w a r e ­
n e s s  W e e k  C o m m i t t e e ,  h a s  i n v i t e d  
C o w p e r  to  s h a r e  h i s  in te r e s t  in a n d  
k n o w l e d g e  o f  g e o g r a p h y  w i t h  s t u ­
d e n t s  a t F l o y d  D r y d e n  M id d l e  
S c h o o l ,  J u n e a u .  C o w p e r  w i l l  t a l k  
a b o u t  h i s  t r ip  f r o m  P r o v i d e n v a  to 
V l a d i v o s t o k .  H e  w i l l  d i s c u s s  the  
S o v i e t  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  h o w  it c o m ­
p a re s  to  A l a s k a ,  and  h o w  g o v em -

I  t x E c u t iu e  ^ r n d a m a t in n  I bQ
&ttur (Enaiptr, (Soutmnr

WiMoncMlj, iM uWr of ftojnp*? tn kM itMKw u o»«oniAJditf iKcif 'U uoa ud M rtu of M a-etU. Goofnpt? ■ im Mr ot fmopd. ifcou ikuwmw 4aj iMs riMartn • tfltn n pcnpacimi is «Md«nuMi*| ovmJvm. om nUoooUi? to m Lin*. m out
Coojm* kw ncofaM iu -ml lot ormii dm u iU vinwiiumumc* ot aviiu«*i) r*°P>P*r frs* AwncM (imnU
!|Mrwci of Ud IflfBii luiujn «M (iMra. piica a* lltiHSum* u * iiikl'uuji M our duJii|i «r»i* aim coani
AUui u • ium oI tiovWitiry Û Kipu rttosrvti. tad di.fr(■Itarai AUiiui r«KCftiird ika oti pita u <U ItTjtf awlJ dtRuaJi u t< oUr IttlL lufM|a im ctlcartt l.u.M|i of toU piirt is a>W(nJ roM it prr\Mn«| r&uii to isc (err. ol u .smuisjljr i«r*ip*MH»i %b4 isMrcoiMciH ta)4
SOW TKE1E70KE. L Sun Ce«pcr. Go.tract cf <*« Sua of AJuu do Mr?t> tfwlun im wu of Sovtatar 12 • II. I HI. ai

CBXK.smv A W AJUNEJ3 V1X

dated Ockcv to. im* BnnT.bB

m s s s a x .

r itu t Coujpfr.lSDutrnDr. 
ujfio baa alia auti)or1jib  
Uit sral of li)t Statt of 
Alaakn to bt affucib to< .*\icLaIU Ul US BUUUU Ul
this proclamation. J g g

m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  d e a l  w i t h  c o m ­
m o n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p r o b le m s  
s u c h  a s  p o l l u t i o n ,  r a p e  o f  the  
la n d ,  o p en- ca s t  ( s t r ip )  m in in g ,  
a n d  p r e s e r v i n g  e n d a n g e r e d  
s p e c i e s .  O n e  e x a m p le  o f  S o v i e t  
c o n c e r n  f o r  e n d a n g e r e d  s p e c ie s  
i s  t h e  a t t em p t  to s a v e  a  g ia n t  
s t u r g e o n  w h i c h  i n h a b i t s  the  
A m u r  R i v e r .  T h i s  f i s h  m o v e s  
d ow n s t r e am  to C h in a  w h e re  re s i ­
d e n t s  f r e e l y  c a t c h  a n d  e a t  so  
m a n y  th a t  th e  s p e c i e s  i s  e n d a n ­
g e r e d .

L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r  
S t e v e  M c A lp i n e  w i l l  a l s o  trike 
to  th e  c l a s s r o o m  to  t e a c h  a b o u t  
th e  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  t h e  th em e  o f  
G e o g r a p h y  A w a r e n e s s  W e e k  
( G A W ) .  H e  w i l l  m e e t  w i t h  

( C o n t i n u e d  o n  P g .  6)

This month in
The Alliance Reporter

A d d i t i o n a l  d e t a i l s  w i l l  be 
p a s s e d  o n  a s  s o o n  as th e y  
a re  a v a i l a b l e .  M e a n w h i l e ,  
i f  y o u  n e e d  m o r e  i n f o rm a ­
t i o n ,  c o n ta c t :  J o d y  M a r ­
c e l l o  at 747-8672 (w ) ,  747- 
3623 (h) , o r  D ;u i  R o o p e  at 
874-3395 (w ) ,  874-3212 
(h) .

L e s s o n  P la n :
A la s k a — O n  th e  E d g e ? ..............p . 3

A G A  T e a c h e r  C o n s u l t a n t s . . . p .  4

G e o g r a p h y  B e e  P l a n s  P r o g r e s s

J o d y  M a r c e l l o  r e p o r t s  th a t 
p la n s  f o r  th i s  y e a r ’s g e o g r a p h y  b e e  
a re  m o v i n g  r i g h t  a lo n g !  M o r e  th a n  
200 o f  th e  30,000 s c h o o l s  r e g i s ­
t e r e d  n a t i o n a l l y  a re  A l a s k a  s c h o o l s .  
N a t i o n a l  G e o g r a p h i c  S o c i e t y  p a c k ­
e ts  s h o u ld  b e  a v a i la b le  e a r ly  in  Janu ­
a r y .

O f  th e  200 s c h o o l s  p a r t i c i ­
p a t in g ,  th e  100 to p  q u a l i f i e r s  w i l l  
reach  t l ie  state  com pe t i t io n  in  M a t c h .

I



4U*» AMmot W i l l

The A llia n c e  Reporter

Tlie Alliance Reporter i* jtubli«lted fi ve tin>c« 
n yrnr by (lie Alaska Department of 
Education. Tlie purpose of the Repartee is to 
keep Alaskans informed about the activities 
of il>e Alaska Geographic Alliance and issues 
which impact geographic education. Please 
send news items, comments and stories to 
Karen Canlillon, Editor, Alliance Reporter, 
P.O. Bos F. Juneau. AK 99811, or to RMEPS 
on the University of Alaska Computer 
Network. Alliance coordinators are Maijorie 
Gorsuch, Department of Education, P.O. Bos 
F, Juneau. AK 99811 (907) 465 28-11, and 
Roger Pearson, Department of Geography, 
University of Alaska Fairbanks, Fairbanks, 
AK (907) 474-7494. This publication is 
made possible by a grant from die National 
Geographic Society.

T e a c h i n g  R e s o u r c e s  

A v a i l a b l e

Educators who subscribe (o Newsweek’s 
Social Studies or Econom ics programs 
for their c lass are e l ig ib le  to receive a 
Geography S k ills  R esou rce  K it free. 
The k it inc ludes a world map, wor ld  
map directory, deta i led c ity  and state 
road maps, and instructional programs 
and linemaslers to reinforce bas ic map 
sk i l l s  and understanding o f  k ey  geog­
raphy themes. For more information 
on this offer, write to Newsweek, E d u ­
cation D iv is ion . P.O. Box 414, L iv in g ­
ston. New York 07039-9939.

GeoLean ting  has developed a set o f 
lesson plans to use in conjunction with 
their line o f  geography games and 
puzzles. Geofile  consists o f  20 hands- 
on learning ac t iv i t ie s which teach ba­
sic geographic concepts. More in for­
mation can be obtained by w rit ing  to 
GeoLeanting Corporation, P.O. Box 
2042. Sheridan. W Y  82801 (307)764- 
6436.

Geography: A Resource Rook f o r  
Secondary Schoo ls, by A. Dav id  Mill 
and Regina McCorm ick  ($35).

This book high lights d isc ip l inary fun­
damentals as set forth in the w ide ly

adopted G u id e lin e s fo r G eograph ic E d u ­
ca tion  o f  the Association o f  American 
Geographers and National Council for 
Geographic Education. Written in a non­
technical s ty le  and from a geographer’s 
perspective, the book features 215 f ig ­
ures, eight tables, maps, charts, author/ 
title/subject index, and a g lossary o f  geo­
graphic terms. Contact Gretchen Marks, 
ABC-CLIO. P.O. Box 4397. Santa Bar­
bara, CA 93140-4397.

Cram has Topic m aps avai lab le . These 
poster maps are avai lab le on a subscrip ­
tion basis, or you may order previous 
issues. They are pub lished 10 limes a 
year. Each month, a current issues map is 
made avai lab le . A  subscription is a va i l­
able for $85 per year. Contact the George 
Cram Company, 301 South LaSalle Street, 
P.O. Box 426, Indianapolis, Indiana 46206.

G lo b a l G raph ics a n d  Resources provides 
high qua li ty  graphic images (books/maps/ 
posters/printers/greeting cards), objects, 
and prose that w i l l  increase appreciation 
o f  the planet and its peoples. Some prod­
ucts include Hugg-a-Planet Earth; The 
Changing Cily/Counltyside; and Tlie Earth 
from Space, They also do copy, layout, 
and design for primed communications 
such as newsletters, brochures, cata logs, 
and curriculum . Contact G lobal Graphics 
and Resources, 2108 H il ls ide  Dr., B u r l­
ingame, CA 94010.

F ree  in fo rm ation  is ava i lab le  on most 
Central and South American countries 
through the Organization o f American 
States, General Secretariat, Washington, 
D.C.

For a fre e  map and  b r ie f  in fo rm ation  on 
U.S. Ind ian  groups, contact; Indian Rights 
Association, 1505 Race St., Philadelphia, 
PA 19102.

The N a tio n a l P ark  Serv ice  offers a primer 
on last year's fires at Yel lowstone. The 
primer puls the fires into an historical con­
text. The report also examines the role o f  
fire in Ye l lowstone ’s wilderness ecosys­
tem, and d iscusses why the fires burned so 
extens ive ly , as we l l as what was done to 
fight them. Teachers may obtain copies 
o f  The Yellowstone F ire s : A P r im e r on 
the 19SS F ire  Season, free o f  charge.

Contact: Yellowstone F ire  P rim er, D iv i ­
sion o f  Interpretation, National Park Serv­
ice, P.O. Box 168, Yel lowstone National
t i U K ,  T T  i  6 ^ 1 2 0 |

The E a rth  A w areness C lassroom  is a 
resource fo r challeng ing student v iew s o f 
the wor ld  by presenting them w ith  an ex­
traordinary map. It is a 20-foot-high forced- 
air bal loon that is painted w ith  an accu­
rate ly sca led map o f  the planet and fea­
tures a zipper in the Pac if ic  Ocean so that 
students can see the wor ld  from the inside. 
The E a rth  A wareness C lassroom  can. be 
rented front Criteria Architects , Inc., P.O. 
Box 19607,St. P au l ,M N  55119(619)436- 
6066.

National Counc i l for Geographic Educa­
tion Membersh ip $25. Members receive 
the J o u rn a l o f  Geography and the Per­
spective N ew sle tte r b imonth ly . Contact: 
NCGE, Indiana Univers ity o f  Pennsy lva­
nia, Indiana, PA  15705, (412)357-6290.

Popu la tion  G ro wth Rate a n d  L ife  E xpec­
tancy  a t B ir th . Two poster k its w ith ac­
companying teaching guides and wa ll maps 
are avai lab le from The Wor ld  Bank. For 
a catalog o f  W or ld  Bank publications, or 
to order, send $5.95 each to: W or ld  Bank 
Publications, Dept. 0552, Washington, D.C. 
20073-0552.

Themes\ K ey Id e a s  a n d  L ea rn in g  A ctivi- 
tie s. Th is vo lume presents a framework 
for deve loping courses o f  s tudy for m idd le 
and secondary school soc ia l stud ies pro­
grams. A lso  presented are several sample 
course formats i l lustrat ing how the frame­
work may be implemented. The funda­
mental themes in geographic education 
provide the bas is for the framework. The 
suggested learning opportunities are de­
s igned to incorporate var ious leve ls o f 
th inking. These opportunities direct at­
tention to the know ledge , sk i l l s ,  and atti­
tudes that result in a total geography course. 
Ind iv idua l copies are ava i lab le  at only 
$6.00 each. B u lk  prices are avai lab le  on 
orders o f  10 or more. Order additional 
copies for you r  teacher co l leagues and 
curr icu lum personnel. W rite to: National 
Counci l for Geographic Education, I6A 
Leonard Hall , Indiana Univers ity  o f  Penn­
sy lvan ia , Indiana, PA 15705.

2



C
1 A l a s k a — O n  t h e  E d g e  o r  N e a r  t h e  C e n t e r ?

Lesson Plan
’ • # By Charlie M attiol:, North Foie High School • '

* S  • *

In t ro du c t io n

Most wor ld  map projections show A laska 
on the fringe or edge o f  the world , fa i l ing 
to reveal its geograpli ic centra lity in tlie 
air age. In this lesson, students w i l l  d is ­
cover the notion o f  "great c irc le routes" 
and A la sk a ’s strategic location in the je t  
age.

O b je c t ive s

1. Students w i l l  understand that on ly a 
polar map projection or a g lobe accurate ly 
shows A laska 's strategic geograpli ic lo ­
cation in the je t age.
2. Students w i l l  know that the shortest 
route between any two points on the earth 
is a great c irc le  route or arc.
3. Students w i l l  be able to cite evidence 
supporting the idea that A la ska  has a stra­
tegic locat ion in the je t  age.

T im e : 2 - 3 class periods

M a te r ia l s :

Wor ld  Map (Mercator type 
projection)

Globes and/or polar projection map 
String or yam

Procedu re :

1.Using some string or yam  and a Merca­
tor type wa l l map o f  the world , have 
students f ind the distance and general 
route (countries traveled over) between 
each o f  the fo l low ing  pairs o f  cities:

Wasli ington D.C., U.S. A. toTokyo , Japan 
New York C ity , U.S.A. to T ’aipei, T a i­

wan
London, Eng land to Seoul, South Korea 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil to Tokyo , Japan 
Copenhagen, Denmark to Peking, Peoples’ 

Republic o f  China

Students should take two important fac­
tors into account: I)  no route shou ld  pass 
over any part o f  the Soviet Union or China

(except for Peking route), and 2) students 
sh o u ld p lan a re fu e l in g s to p in am a jo rc i ty  
about ha lfw ay  .along the route.

2. Based on the resu lts o f  (heir f ind ings 
from #1, students shou ld be asked to ac­
cept or reject the fo l low ing  statements 
(take a ta l ly  o f  results):

a. T l ie shortest distance between two 
places on the earth is a straight line.

b . In  the jet age, A la ska  is not strategi­
ca l ly  located on ma jo r air routes be­
tween Europe, B raz i l , the eastern 
United States, and the Far East.

3. Using a g lobe and some string, have 
students repeat A c t iv i ty  #1.

4. Compare the results. W ere  there any 
important differences? Can you expla in 
why? Th is is  a good time for you as the 
teacher to introduce the students to what a 
great c irc le route is. "A  great c irc le  route 
is  a line between any two points on the 
earth that i f  cont inued w ou ld  c irc le  the 
earth and d iv ide  it into two equa l halves. 
It is the shortest distance between auy two 
points on the earth.”

5. A sk  students to reassess this statement: 
"The shortest d istance between any two 
p laces on the earth is  a straight l ine .” (The 
statement w ou ld  be true i f  the earth were 
flat. It i s n ’t o f  course, but most maps 
project it as such, so we run into the d if fe r­
ences in resu lts from A ct iv i t ie s  #1 and 
#2.)

6. Is  there any ev idence based on the com­
parison in Exerc ise  #4 that A la ska  may 
have a more strategic role along interna­
tional routes than prev ious ly  thought?

7. Based on what students have a lready 
learned in this lesson, have them explain:

a. Why Emperor Hirohito o f  Japan 
stopped in Anchorage on his w ay  to 
Wasli ington. D .C . in the course o f  his 
first trip out o f  Japan.

b . Why the Pope and the president 
met in Fairbanks in M ay , 1984.

The Pope was on his way to 
Korea; the president w as return­
ing from Korea.

c. W hy presidents N ixon . Ford, and 
Carter stopped in A laska on trips 
to the Far East.

d. W hy  E ie lson A ir  Force Base. Fa ir 
banks, is a support base w ith KC  
135 tankers used to refuel B-52’s 
in midair.

e. Why E lmendorf A i r  Force Base 
near Anchorage h is squadrons o f  
F-15 interceptor fighters.

f. W hy a long string o f  Distant Ear ly  
Warning radar stations is located 
in northern A laska  and Canada to 
detect IC B M ’s.

g. A sk  the students to reconsider this 
statement: “ In  the je t  age, A laska 
is not strategically located on major 
a ir routes between Europe, Bra­
z i l ,  the eastern United States, and 
tl ie Far East.

D eb r ie f in g

1. W hy  do most maps fail to show 
A la ska ’s strategic geographic location?
2. What is a great c irc le  route? W hy  is 
it important?
3. What ev idence can you cite indicat­
ing that A la ska  is stra teg ica l ly  located 
in  the modem je t  age?

Fo llow-up:

1. Have students research an answer to 
tl i is question: W hy  is it that A laska is 
not as stra teg ica l ly  located as an inter­
national port for sh ips in need o f  refu­
e l ing , etc.?
2. General B i l ly  M itche l l ,  who fore­
saw the importance o f  a ir power in the 
1920's (long before others had) once 
sa id o f  A la sk a ’s location, "h i the air 
age, whoever controls A laska can 
control the wor ld ."  Huw wou ld you 
eva luate that statement more <han 60 
years a fter it was spoken?



A r e  y o u  l o o k i n g  f o r  a  g u e s t  
s p e a k e r  f o r  y o u r  c l a s s r o o m  o r  
f a c u l t y  m e e t in g ?  

D o  y o u  n e ed  a  tea cher-conduc ted  
i n s e r v i c e  p r e s e n ta t io n ?  

D o  y o u  n e e d  i n f o rm a t i o n  a b o u t  
d ie  A la s k a  G e o g r a p l i i c  A l l ia n c e?  

A r e  y o u  s e e k i n g  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  a 
w o r k s h o p ?

F o r  a n  a n s w e r  to  a l l  o f  th e  a b o v e
,  Otorr.ada K o llfx r fq u e s t i o n s  a n d  m o r e . . .  •

O k t M

G e o g r a p h y  W o r k s h o p s

A i a i l a b l s

C o n t a c t  a n  A G A  T e a c h e r  C o n s u l t ­
a n t  o r . . .

Bairow

C o n t a c t  C o o r d in a t o r s  R o g e r  P e a r ­
s o n ,  U A F ,  o r  M a r j o r i e  G o r s u c h  
A l a s k a  G e o g r a p h i c  A l i i  ce  
.A la s k a  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  E u u c a t i o n  
P .O .  B o x  F  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811 
(907) 465-2841

Anthqragt.lCqm.)
‘M) Bernice Kelley 333-69.(4 
'.RepJTeny Mnrtin 333-6990 
M) Barbara Sclimidiman 333-6314 

IE) Peg Sloul263-7196

Juneau
(M) Bobhi Lowden 789-4803 
(M) Louie Yannolti 789-7331

Wrangell
(M) DanRoope 874-3212 

Port Lions
(S) Ron Gibbs 434-2433 
Kodiak
E) Laurie Madsen 487-2412

<f

O onalasha

North Pole
(S) Charlie Mallioli 488-6026 
(S) Susanne Niebuhr 488-9891

Parry vll»

Klnp
Cora

Sand
Point

KEY
(E) Elementary School 
(M) Middle School 
(S) Secondary School
MiL£u
(E) Robin Bisscy 376-4793 
(E) Collen Larson 743-4 373 
(E) Teresa Motctich 373-0870 
(E) Barbara Varney 495-6449 
(E) Donna Victors 892-6175 
(E) Cathy Waller 373-1225 
(E) Marti Wynn 373-6941
Sitka
(M) Harvey Brandt 747-6447 
(E) Kathleen Brandt 747-6447 
(S) Emie Manewal 747-5553 
(M) Jody Marcello 747-3623

(S) Marlene Keene 776-8304 
(E) Tim Peterson 283-7845
Seward
(E) Dan Greer 288-3106 
Homer
(E) Mary Christopher 235-7368 

Valdez
(M) Dorothy Moore 835-4245 

Eiuibgok:
(S) Audrey Copeland 479-6780 
(E) Lyn Pry 452-2429

Cordova
(E) John Davis 424-5154 

Aa.hsragc
(M) Mary Bristol 274-0541 
(E) Steve Ex 694-3768 
(M) Franklin Grccnough 349-3332 
(S) Peggy Hutchiru 344-1408

atanhurg
I tydar Mayan Chuck ‘ thorns Bay

Kelchikaa
(E) Sharron Norton 225-2479 
Healv
(S) David Piasecki 683-2.381

Pelercbttfg
(E) Sally Riemer 772-3178 

Mh Vjllag£
(E) Peter Townsend 591-2128 

Mtllritaila
(S) Bill Ulmer 886-7504
Coffm-n Cove
(S) Julie Willey 329-2265
Galena
(S) Rob Moore 656-1204 

Antknan
(E) Sylvia Hughes 582-2825
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j  I n t r o d u c i n g   |

: Jody Marcello I
I Dan Roope °

... Jo dy  M arce l lo— Jody Marce llo is a socia l studies teacher at 
B la tch ley M idd le  School in the S itka School D istr ict. She 
earned a Master of Education degree front Texas A&M  University 
and taught in Texas. A  four year resident o f  Alaska, Jody has 
d evo t td  time and energy to her professional and community 
life s ince com ing to the stale. She is an active member o f  the 
A laska  Council For The Social Studies and served as co-chair 
o f the ACSS 1989 Conference Program Committee. She is a 
member o f the A laska  Geographic A ll iance and chaired the 
first Geography Bee in the state. Community service inc ludes 
invo lvement in Sitkans Against Fam i ly  Violence, the Sitka 
Council on A lcoho lism  and odter Drug Abuse, the Sitka 
Historical Society and other community organizations.

Be low is an exceq il from the interest statement she wrote as 
part o f  her application for the NGS Summer Geography 
Institute.

As a social studies educator, it is my responsibility 
to motivate students to explore beyond boundaries 
that they do not even know exist when they wa lk  
into my classroom. I cannot s im p ly  be a pilot that 
carries them to a boundary line and then leaves them 
to go on beyond it alone. It is imperative that 1 teach 
them to navigate themselves not only to tlie boundary 
line to look beyond, but also out into the unknown 
and back "home” again.

.. .Dan Roope Dan Roope, currently in his fifth year o f
teaching in Southeastern v i l lages , is a soc ia l studies teacher 
at Wrange ll M idd le  School. Dan i > a graduate o f Eastern 
Washington Un ivers ity  and attended Idaho State University. 
He has trave lled ex tens ive ly , partic ipated in archaeological 
d igs, and lias sa i l ing experience, inc lud ing advanced map 
sk i l ls ,  chart, and navigationa l expertise. He has mastered 
b i l ingua l word processing (Tlingit) and uses the computer 
extens ive ly  in the classroom.

Excerpts o f Dan ’s NGS Summer Institute Application essay 
fo llow:

The educational goa ls that I have for tny students 
are we ll addressed b y  the teaching o f  geography.
These goals are: to equip my students w ith sk i l ls  
and knowledge nos directly learned from tire natural 
environment; todeve lopcharacterandpersona lity; 
to realize and use ind iv idua l talents; to achieve 
soc ia l harmony on a national and international 
leve l;  and to increase awareness o f  group culture 
and heritage... . A s America continues to strive for 
socia l harmony— national or international— our 
failings in the social studies curriculum are apparent. 
Americans continue to be intolerant o f  cultura l 
d ivers ity , and often ou r approach is  ethnocentric 
rather then cu ltu ra l ly  tolerant. I f  we are tc address 
our fa i l ings in cu ltura l l iteracy, then we must work 
hard to improve our geography curr icu lum .

S p u t n i k s  C a l l i n g  W a t e r  C a t s !
Com puter Links Juneau and Moscow Students Through WORLD 2000

October 11, 1989. The prin­
cipal’s office— now telecommunications 
central o f  Moscow School #1201— was 
packed w ith excited teachers, students, 
and administrators. The mood was exu ­
berant and expectant. Twenty-five, four- 
leen-year-old Soviet students, the 
Moscow ha lf o f  the WORLD 2000 proj­
ect, were about to send their first tele­
communication message to their counter­
parts at Juneau-Douglas High School. 
The first student grouphovered intently 
around the g low ing computer screen as 
their typist entered their transmission: 

Hello , Alaska! The name o f  our 
group is the Water Cats. We arc

Alcxev, Vanya, Olga. Lena, and Lena. 
We are very excited about th is proj­
ect. Wc shal l do our best to manage 
this idea. W t  shal l be friends! We are 
interested in problems o f  ocean. Our 
dreams are friendship, peace all over 
the world , and clean planet! Bye 
Bye!!!

To reach this moment, an in­
structional team o f Juneau educators, Kathy 
Odegaard, Nancy Seamount, and Jason 
Older, worked intensely with Soviet s tu ­
dents and s ta f f  fo ra  week in Moscow . The 
team provided workshops, inservice train­
ing. and classroom instruction to develop 
cooperative learning gtoups, a f i .s l for

their Soviet counterparts.
WORLD 2000 is a student- 

centered international curriculum 
development program which harnesses 
the power o f  cooperative learning and 
the immediacy o f  te lecommunications 
to g ive today ’s chi ldren a voice in 
shaping their own future world . Env i­
ronmental issues such as global warm­
ing, deforestation, nuclear threat, air 
and water pollut ion, and species ex ­
tinction are topic areas. Students arc 
responding w ith v igo r and hope, v iew ­
ing themselves as wor ld  citizens, 
comrades whotogethercan shape their 
world.



Geography Awareness 
Activities Presented

( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P g .  1)

A G A  T e a c h e r  C o n s u l t a n t  B o b ­
b ie  L o w d e n ’s  s t u d e n t s  a t M a r i e  
D r a k e  M i d d l e  S c h o o l ,  J u n e a u .  
M s .  L o w d e n ’s s tu d e n ts  h a v e  been  
p r e p a r in g  f o r  th e  e v e n t  b y  u s i n g  
th e  G A W  p a c k e t s  d e v e lo p e d  b y  
th e  N a t i o n a l  G e o g r a p h i c  S o c i ­
e ty .  T h e y  h a v e  r e s e a r c h e d  g lo b a l  
i s s u e s  s u c h  a s  o i l  s p i l l s ,  e a r t h ­
q u a k e s ,  a n d  t r o p i c a l  r a m  fo r e s t  
d e p le t i o n .

A  sp e c ia l T a lk b a c k  p ro g ram , 
“ W a t c h in g  Y o u r  W a s t e — G a r b a g e  
a n d  th e  G r e a t  L a n d , "  w i l l  f e a tu r e  
the i e l u t iO i i s l i ip  between A l a s k a ’s 
g e o g r a p h y  and  s o l i d  w a s te  d is p o s a l .  
A G A  T e a c h e r  C o n s u l t a n t  M a r y  B r ­
i s t o l  w i l l  b e  o n e  o f  th r e e  p a n e l i s t s  
a n sw e r i n g  s t u d e n t  q u e s t i o n s  d u r i n g  
th e  l i v e ,  o n e- hou r ,  i n t e r a c t i v e  t e le ­
v i s i o n  p r o g r a m  a i r i n g  s t a t e w id e  on  
R A T N E T  o n  N o v e m b e r  16th.

A d d i t i o n a l  s c h o o l  a n d  c o m ­
m u n i t y  a w a r e n e s s  a c t i v i t i e s  h a v e  
b e e n  p la n n e d  b y  m e m b e r s  o f  the  
A G A  G e o g r a p h y  A w a r e n e s s  W e e k  
C o m m i t t e e .

Geography Awareness Week 
Committee

cnaupeison. Louie i a n n o t t i ,  
J u n e a u
A u d r e y  C o p e l a n d ,  F a i r b a n k s  
S t e v e  E x ,  E a g l e  R i v e r  
M a r l e n e  K e e n e ,  N i k i s k i  
B o b b i e  L o w d e n ,  J u n e a u  
T e r e s a  M a t e t i c h ,  W a s i l l a  
S u s a n n e  N i e b u h r ,  N o r t h  P o le  
T im  P e t e r s o n ,  K e n a i  
B a r b a r a  S c h m id tm a n ,  A n c h o r a g e  
D o n n a  V i c t o r s ,  B i g  L a k e

G e o g r a p h y  R e f o r m  U n d e r t a k e n  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  K i n g d o m

T h e  e d u c a t i o n  m i n i s t e r  i n  M a r ­
g a r e t  T h a t c h e r ’s  g o v e r n m e n t  r e ­
c e n t l y  a n n o u n c e d  th e  a p p o in t ­
m e n t  o f  a  t e n - m em b e r  c o m m i s ­
s io n  c h a r g e d  w i t h  d e t e rm in in g  
th e  n a t u r e  o f  th e  g e o g r a p h y  
c o m p o n e n t  th a t a l l  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  
s t u d y  u n d e r  th e  n a t i o n a l  c u r r i c u ­
l u m .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  i s  in  par t 
a r e s p o n s e  to  th e  p o o r  s h o w in g  
o n  a r e c e n t  s u r v e y  w h i c h  d e m ­

o n s t r a t e d  th a t  t o o  m a n y  B r i t i s h  
y o u n g s t e r s  h a v e  l im i t e d  p la c e  l o c a ­
t io n  s k i l l s .  S i r  L e s l i e  F i e l d i n g  o f  
S u s s e x  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  a f o rm e r  
d ip lo m a t  h a s  b e e n  n a m e d  to h e a d  
th e  g r o u p .  H e  p le d g e s  to  r e tu rn  
r i g o r  to  th e  t e a c h in g  o f  g e o g r a p h y .  
“T h e r e ’s g o t  to  b e  m o re  m e n t a l  
d i s c i p l i n e , "  he  s a i d ,  “ f a c t s ,  a r g u ­
m en t ,  e v id e n c e ,  r a th e r  th an  p h i lo s o ­
p h y  o r  o p i n io n . ”

A m e r i c a n  E x p r e s s  A n n o u n c e s  G e o g r a p h y  C o m p e t i t i o n

A m e r i c a n  E x p r e s s  i s  s p o n s o r i n g  
tw o  s e p a r a te  g e o g r a p h y  c o m p e ­
t i t i o n s  to  a d d r e s s  the  c r i t i c a l  n e e d  
f o r  im p r o v e d  g e o g r a p h y  e d u c a ­
t i o n  in  A m e r i c a .  W ith  one  
c o m p e t i t i o n  fo r  t e a c h e r s  a n d  
a n o th e i  f o r  s t u d e n t s ,  m o r e  th an  
$125,000 in  t r a v e l  p r i z e s  w i l l  he  
a w a r d e d .
T h e  s t u d e n t  c o m p e t i t i o n  is o p en  
to  a l l  s t u d e n t s  in  g r a d e s  7-12. I n ­
d i v i d u a l s  o r  g r o u p s  m a y  e n te r  
p r o je c t s  b a s e d  on  o n e  o f  the  f o l ­

l o w in g  th r e e  t h em e s :  1) T h e  C o n ­
n e c t e d  W o r l d ;  2) T l i e  G e o g r a p h y  o f  
E a r n in g  a  L i v i n g ;  3) H u m a n  I m ­
p a c t  on  P la n e t  E a r t h .  T h e  t e a c h e r ’s 
c o m p e t i t i o n  is  o p e n  to  i n d i v i d u a l  
t e a c h e r s  o f  g e o g r a p h y  o r  r e la t e d  
d i s c ip l in e s  and in v o l v e s  s u b m is s io n s  
o f  up  to th ree  in n o v a t i v e  g e o g ra p h ic  
t e a c h in g  id e a s .  T l i e  d e a d l i n e  fo r  
p o s tm a r k e d  r e g i s t r a t i o n  f o rm s  is  
N o v e m b e r  30, 1989. T h e  p r o je c t  
s u b m i s s i o n  d e a d l i n e  i s  M a r c h  31, 
1990. a n d  w in n e r s  w i l l  he  s e le c t e d

fo r  b o t h  c o m p e t i t i o n s  in  a l l  t l u e e  
t h em e  c a t e g o r i e s  o n  M a y  4, 1990.

T h e  A m e r i c a n  E x p r e s s  G e o g r a p h y  
C o m p e t i t i o n  a c k n o w le d g e s  the c o l ­
la b o r a t i o n  a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  A s s o ­
c i a t i o n  o f  A m e r i c a n  G e o g r a p h e r s  
a n d  th e  G e o g r a p h i c  E d u c a t i o n  
N a t i o n a l  Im p le m e n t a t i o n  P ro je c t  
( G E N IP ) .  F o r  m o r e  in f o rm a t io n ,  
c o n t a c t  A m e r i c a n  E x p i e s s  at (800) 
782-8528 f r o m  8:30 a .m . to  5:30 
p .m .  P a c i f i c  T im e .
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-$ n ck  7 / m e*.
" A H '  f  " * •*•' ■' ‘ ̂
A l a s k a  m a p  s t i r s  u p  m e d i a

B y  D A V E  P A T R IC K
Times J o t m h  Bureau - ' .

J U N E A U — A la s k a  is  b a c k  oh  t l ie  n a t io n a l m ed ia  ri 
in g  th e  in t ro d u c t io n  o f  a  re s o lu t io n  b y  a  s ta te  law n  
c a l ls  f o r  th e  p la c e m e n t o f  a  g e o g ra p h ic a lly  c o r r e c t  
n a t io n a l m ap s . ;

" T h is  (n a t io n a l a t te n t io n ) a l l  s ta r te d  y e s te rd a y  )  
T o d a y  c a lle d  in  th e  m o rn in g  a n d  s a id  th e y  w an te d  fo  
and  s o  w e  d id  a n  In te rv ie w ,’ * s a id  R e p . F r a n  U lrn e fy : 
s p o n s o r  o f  th e  H ou s e  jo in t  re s o lu t io n . A  .c a ll.- io llow i 
t h e r e a f t e r  f r o m  a  ra d io  n ew s s e rv ic e , w h ich  tou ch ed  c 
o f  in te rv ie w  re q u e s ts  f r o m  o th e r  r a d io  s ta tio n s .

iT h e  re s o lu t io n  c a l ls  o n  m ag a z in e s , n ew sp ap e rs , t e x  

l is h e ra  and  m a p  p u b lis h e rs  to  p la c e  A la s k a  in  th e  
c o rn e r -  o f  a l l  m a p s  u se d  o f  th e  Un itied  S ta te s . T h e  i 
f r o m  th e  fo rm e r  e d i t o r  o f  a  w e e k ly  ju n e a u  n ew sp a p e r 

. " I  g o t a  le t t e r  f r o m  a  l i t t le  s c h o o l g i r l in  M ich ig a n  
ag o , w h o se  te s t  w a s  m a rk e d  w ro n g  b ecau se  s h e  p la c  
in  th e  n o r th w e s t  c o r n e r , "  e x p la in e d  D e n  B lu r- ie , f o r r  
o f  th e  C a p ita l C ity w e e k ly . T h e  te a c h e r  m a rk e d  the 
g e o g ra p h y  te s t  w ro n g , s a y in g  A la sk a  b e longed  in  a .b  
f r o m  th e  sou thw es t c o m e r  o f  C a li fo rh ia /h e  s a i d / \ ^ , ;

t m
s t u d e n t ^  
)x s e t o f f .


