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Constitutional Convention
Committee Proposal/12
December 16, 1955
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF ALASKA
COMMITTEE PROPOSAL NO. 12

Commentary on the Article on General and Miscellaneous Provisions

Section 1. Merit Principle: Only employment 1in certain
Federally aided programs of the Territory is now governed by" * ~
the merit principle. This section would call upon the legis—
lature to establish a system under which employment generally
by the state would be governed by the merit principle. A system
governed by the merit principle would be one, for example, which
comprehended professional, technical, clerical, and administra—
tive positions of the state government. The positions compre—
hended within the system would be classified according to duties
and ; esponsibilities. Salary ranges would be established for
the various classes of positions. Appointments would be made

according to merit and fitness which would be ascertained, so

far as practicable, by competitive examinations.

Section 2. Employee > Retirement. This will assure
scate and municipal employees v."o are now tied into various
retirement plans that their benefits under these plans will not

be diminished or impaired when the Territory becomes a state.

Section 3. Disqualification for Disloyalty. This conforms

with the language of the Congressional enabling bills.



Section 4. Oath of Office. The oath is self-explanatory.

Section 5. Intergovernmental Relations. This provision
is recommended mainly in orc”r to make it clear that the state
can participate iIn cooperative programs such as the Western

* .

Interstate Compact on Higher Education even though such programs ~
may involve the expenditure of public funds outside the state.
Some states have had to amend their constitutions in order to
participate iIn such programs.

This pro tsion would also authorize local government
units 1n Alaska to cooperate with Federal agencies on grant-
in-aid programs such as housing and airport construction.
Local government units could maintain direct relations with
Federal agencies, but the Governor would serve as agent for the
state in developing the intergovernmental relations of state
agencies.

In view of the close relationships which Alaska will
have with the neighboring Canadian provinces, explicit authority

Is granted to the state to cooperate with foreign nations to

the extent consistent with the laws of the United States.



Question: Regarding HJR 35, could you explain why you feel
that this i1s something that needs to be i1n the constitution;
it would seem the state has the right to do this and puting
it in the constitution will not give us additional rights.

Question: Do other states have this permissiveness? Is it
understood we have this permissiveness?

Question: On HJR 35, can this be addressed in statute rather
then in the constitution?

Question: If we are not sitting at the table now, 1t doesnt
seem that it is not because we dont want too or believe we
can"t, but because someone else i1s saying we can"t. If we
don"t amend the federal constitution or federal law, 1 am
finding i1t difficult to understand how this will affect us
more so than in statute?

Question: Commerce clause does impact freedom of a state.
What would this help us do in our relationship in explaining
to Washington that we demand to export our raw materirals?

Rodgers

These resolutions relate to the number one recommendation of
the statehood commission and that recommendation was that AK
become an activist state taking a lead among states 1In
defining the boundaries of state powers within the union.

Both of the resolutions address that issue - the boundaries
of state powers within the union. His favorite section iIn
the state constitution, 1is Article 1, Sec. 2 which begins
"all political powers inherent in the people™. That 1s a
statement of the relationship of state govt, to the Eeople of
AK. 1t says the power 1is inherent in the people of the state.

What he sees in HJR 34 is a similar statement of the
relationship between the state and the federal union. That
relationship is one to the constitution, of the U.S. and not
subordinate to the federal agencies or govt. Our relationship
to the Fed gov is subject to the constitution and defined by
the constitution.

There are good reasons for making these changes to the state
constitution. What HJR 34 qoes 1s to link the ideas of *
citizenship, statehood and i1ocal self-govt. There is little
or no case law, nothing has jjeen tested iIn Texas - 1t 1S more
a statement that asserts our role now, basically in fear of
future encroachments. It the fear of future encroachments
that deal with HJR 35.

HJR 35 is particularly appropriate today with the increasing
emphasis with this leg. on foreign trade, education, crises,
I think it is very important for this to be state in the



constitution rather in statute. There is a clear difference
between stated rights and implied rights. The legislature in
1972 saw the same 1issue with the right to privacy - that was
an implied right many argued under the U.S. constitution and
State constitution, but to make it an expressed right makes
things very clear and has an impact on future encroachments.

A study done in 1978 did show 706 agreements between U.S.
states and Canadian Provinces and there i1s a fair bit of
leeway for states to engage in friendly relations with other
nations. But the philosophy with this resolution is to lay
claim to the rights which we believe are ours in the
constitution and take all of the authority th"t is allowable
to the state under the U.S. constitution.

G = Gruenberg
R = Rodgers

Question: HJR 34, this is taken from the Texas constitution,
Texas was admittedly an independent country, it is the only
state that has that background, even AK was not an
indeFendent country. Once in the union, Texas stands on an
equal footing with all other states. The fact that it came
to the union as an independent country is not relevant to our
present consideration. Wouldn®"t you agree?

R: Yes and no. As a matter of the U.S. constitution, all
states should be on an equal footing, | would argue that
by virtue of a number of acts of congress, all states are
not on an equal footing -

G: This amendment 1is designed to assert our rights on a
constitutional level with the fed constitution, stakes out
what we assert as a matter of fed constitution law only
being limited in that respect, so Texas would stand
equivalent to the fed constitution principal but AK
wouldn®*t. If that i1s the premise, why is it that no other
state has adopted a similar constitutional amendment that
protects us. Are you certain no other state has done so0?

N R: Cannot be certain that no other state has done so.

/ g ; Are you aware whether any other state has considered doing

S0?
R: 1 am not aware whether any other state has considered
doing so, I am not aware of any other state that has had

the same level of controversy over there relationship with
the federal govt, than the state of AK has had.

*G6: You said that you are not aware that this has ever been
tested in court, has it ever been utilized by the state of
Texas - has it ever been utilized in any negotiation with



the fed govt or other govt. Have they every found a need
to use this provision of the Texas constitution.

R: I cannot answer that question.

G: What use do you see us making ef this constitution,
amendment?
Give me a concrete example of how you would actually use
this and how it would make a difference to the state of AK
in negotiations or in any other manner if we don ™ have it
in?

R: The 1issue is not whether statements in the constitution
are there to develop case law -

G: I am not limiting my argument to case law sir - give me
an example of how this would in a practical way assist
the state of AK. Where would we cite it, how would we use
it, how would it effect the course of history?

R: The answer has to be that we saw continuing fed.
encroachment of states rights and this was an attempt to
set what we think the line between fed and states rights
should be in the same fashion that all political powers
are inherent in the people. I dont think there has been
any concrete example of what Article 1, sec. 2 has done
accept to be a statement of the philosophy relation
between a state and its people, what this has done 1is to
state a relationship between a state and the fed govt.

G: My philosophy of the constitution is that one of the
strengths of the fed. constitution is the same strength of
the state constitution, and that is it is short and clean,
nothing that is surplus, and nothing in there that needs to
be in there.

He is reluctant to amend the state constitution, unless
it will have a provable effect on the future course of
history and there is some necessity shown for amending

the constitution. One of the problems of other states is
that their constitution become cluttered and it is too
easy to amend them and it looses all meaning. He wants

to keep the constitution meaningful and that is why hes
asking these questions and it would help him support
these resolutions if you can show him how it would
concretely used, and it would make a difference.

R: What a constitution is is a statement of the
philosophical underpinnings of the state govt, | still
feel this should be done.
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EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS)
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021084SJR038 DOCUMENT- 1 OF 33 PAGE - 1 OF
CHAMBER - S

SOURCE - SJRN
DATE - 840210
YEAR - 84
BILL - SJR0O38
DOCUMENT TEXT
SJRN021084SJR038

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 38 by Senators Vic Fischer,
Ferguson, Moss, Kerttula and Josephson,
Relating to a nuclear free arctic,
was read the first time and referred to the State Affairs
Committee and the Resources Committee.

END OF DOCUMENT

021384HJR067 DOCUMENT- 2 OF 33 PAGE - 1 OF 1
CHAMBER - H

SOURCE - HJRN

DATE - 840213

YEAR - 84

BILL - HJRO67
DOCUMENT TEXT

HIJRN021384HJRO067

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 67, by Koponen:
Relating to a nuclear free arctic,
was read the first time and referred to the State Affairs
Committee.

END OF DOCUMENT

032384SJR038 DOCUMENT- 3 OF 33 PAGE - 1 OF 1
CHAMBER - S

SOURCE = SJRN

DATE = 840323

YEAR - 84

BILL = SJRO38
DOCUMENT TEXT

SJRN032384SJR038

The State Affairs Committee considered SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION
NO. 38 (nuclear free arctic) and recommended it be replaced
with

CS FOR SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 38 (SA)



Wuhout objection, <CS FOR SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO.
<(RLS)> was adopted.

END OF DOCUMENT

052284SJR038 DOCUMENT- 9 OF 33 PAGE - 1 OF 2
CHAMBER - S

SOURCE - SJRN

DATE - 840522

YEAR = 84

BILL - SJRO38
DOCUMENT TEXT

SJRN052284SJR038

CS FOR SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 38 (RLS) was read the
second time.
Senator Pettyjohn offered Amendment No. 1:
Page 2, line 10: after "region" insert ", pro-—
vided that any such agreement or treaty shall
not interfere with the national security of the
United States, and compliance shall be mutually
verifiable”
Senator Pettyjohn moved and asked unanimous consent that
Amendment No. 1 be adopted. Without objection, Amendment
No. 1 was adopted.
Senator Ray moved and asked unanimous consent that <CS FOR>
<SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 38 (RLS) am> be considered en

052284SJR038 DOCUMENT- 9 OF 33 PACE = 2 OF 2
grossed, advanced to third reading and placed on final pas—
sage. Without objection, it was so ordered.

CS FOR SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 38 (RLS) am was read the
third time.
The question being: "Shall CS FOR SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION

NO. 38 (RLS) am (nuclear free arctic) pass the Senate?"” The

roll was taken with the following resulc:

CS SJR 38 RLS AM 3RD

Yeas: 15 Eliason, Fahrenkamp, Faiks,

Ferguson, Fischer Paul, Fischer Vic,
Gilman, Halford, Josephson, Kelly,
Kerttula, Mulcahy, Rodey, Sackett,
Sturgulewski

Nays: 4 Bennett, Pettyjohn, Ray, Ziegler

Excused: 1 Moss
and so, CS FOR SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 38 (RLS) am passed
the Senate.

Senator Bennett gave notice of reconsideration on CS FOR
SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 38 (RLS) am.
END OF DOCUMENT



052384SJR038 DOCUMENT- 10 OF 33 PAGE - 1 OF 2
CHAMBER - S

SOURCE - SJRN

DATE - 840523

YEAR - 84

BILL - SJRO38

DOCUMENT TEXT
SJRN052384SJR038

Senator Ray requested the reconsideration on <CS FOR SENATE>
<JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 38 (RLS) am> (nuclear frto arctic) be
taken up.

SENATE RESOLUTIONS IN THIRD READING
CS FOR SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 38 (RLS) am was before the
Senate on reconsideration.
The question to be reconsidered 1is: "Shall CS FOR SENATE
JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 38 (RLS) am (nuclear free arctic) pass

the Senate?"” The roll was taken with the following result:
CSSJR 38 RLS AM RECON
Yeas: 17 Bennett, Eliason, Fahrenkamp,

Faiks, Ferguson, Fischer Paul,
Fischer Vic, Gilman, Halford,

052384SJR038 DOCUMENT- 10 OF 33 PAGE - 2 OF 2
Josephson, Kelly, Kerttula, Moss,

Mulcahy, Rodey, Sackett,
Sturgulewski
Nays: 3 Pettyjohn, Ray, Ziegler
and so, CS FOR SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 38 (RLS) am passed
the Senate on reconsideration.

END OF DOCUMENT
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Offered: 2/2/90

Referred: Rules
Original sponsor(s): REP. KOPONEN, Brown, Davidson, MaclLean, Finkelstein
IN THE HOUSE BY THE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 56 (State Affairs)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
Relating to the promotion of a nuclear
weapons-free treaty for the arctic and
subarctic.
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS the unprecedented thawing of the cold war following the con-
versations between former President Reagan and President Gorbachev necesai-
tales a continuing restructuring of the relationship between Alaska and the
neighboring areas of the Soviet Union; and

WHEREAS the main purpose of negotiating a nuclear weapons-free treaty,
as of all rational security policies, 1is to prevent nuclear war; and

WHEREAS an emphatic expression of feeling by citizens and their local
and state governments can help initiate steps by the United States, the
Soviet Union, and other nuclear powers towards world peace and away from
the brink of nuclear war; and

WHEREAS over the past five years more than 4,225 communities in 23
nations have adopted resolutions calling for the establishment of nuclear-
free zones; and

WHEREAS 42 of the 50 states in the United States have proposals for
nuclear-free zones introduced or approved at state or local levels; and

WHEREAS there are five treaties in existence with as many as 83 signa-
tories, including the United States and the Soviet Union, pertaining to
nuclear-free zones in the Antarctic, outer space, Latin America, the South
Pacific, and on the ocean floor; and

WHEREAS nuclear weapons are themselves nuclear targets, and to remove

the targets will reduce the risk of destruction to the territory 1in which

HJR0543 -1- CSHJR 56(SA)
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they were located in case of nuclear war; and

WHEREAS 58.4 percent of Alaska voters in the August 1986 election
expressed their strong support for Ballot MeasureNo. 1, which declared as
the policy of the state the promotion of a mutual and verifiable nuclear
weapons freeze to be followed by a reduction in nuclear warheads, missiles,
and other delivery systems in order to halt the nuclear arms race and
reduce the risk of nuclear war; and

WHEREAS the Chernobyl nuclear powerplant disaster in the Soviet Union
has resulted in the spread of nuclear poison to neighboring territories,
including arctic regions of Scandinavia; and

WHEREAS the environmental devastation of these regions has seriously
jeopardized the health and lifestyle of the Saami people; and

WHEREAS the radioactive contamination of the region above the Arctic
Circle from the previous use and testing of nuclear weapons has caused the
permanent inhabitants cf the arctic region to carry body-burdens of long-
lived, biologically dangerous radionuclides in amounts 1in excess of all the
world®s people except for the atomic bomb victims in Hiroshima and Nagasaki
during August 1945; and

WHEREAS any further deposition of nuclear materials in the food-chain
of the arctic and subarctic regions will result in biologically unacccpt-
able radiation standards for people and ecosystems; and

WHEREAS the storage or transportation of high level radioactive nu-
clear wastes in Alaska could pose serious health, safety, and environmental
risks to the state®s residents; and

WHEREAS the Inuit Circumpolar Conference and the legislative bodies of
the Northwest Territories, the Yukon, and Greenland have unanimously ap-
proved resolutions calling for restriction of the arctic to uses that are
peaceful and environmentally safe, and prohibiting the deployment and

testing of nuclear weapons in this area; and

CSHJR 56 (SA) -2- HIJR056B
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WHEREAS a ban on nuclear weapons testing, the deployment of most
nuclear weapons delivery systems, and the production of fissile materials
can be verified with high confidence by on-site inspections, and a world-
wide network of seismic monitors, satellites, and other verification tech-
nology; and

WHEREAS the people of Alaska desire to continue to live in freedom in
a world that is at peace and safe from nuclear pollution; and

WHEREAS the ratification of a inulti-lateral and verifiable nuclear-
free arctic and subarctic treaty represents a creative and meaningful first
step towards establishing a nuclear-weapons free world, which 1is the ulti-
mate intent of this resolution;

BE IT RESOLVED by the Alaska State Legislature that the Governor and

the Alaska congressional delegation are requested to promote and 1initiate

efforts to

(1) encourage verifiable bilateral and multilateral agreements
and treaties between the United States, the Soviet Union, and other nations
establishing the arctic and subarctic regions as a nuclear weapons-free
zone;

(2) obtain verifiable bilateral and multilateral agreements and
treaties between the United States, the Sov.et Union, and other nations to

ban nuclear weapons from the arctic and subarctic regions;

(3) prevent all parties, including military forces, from dispos-
ing of radioactive and nuclear wastes and materials in the arctic and

subarctic regions;

(4) obtain verifiable bilateral and multilateral agreements and
treaties between the United States, the Soviet Union, and other nations to
prevent nuclear weapons testing ur-the-placement-Tyf~nTO~lirar-"eaptms-"ru3:ated-

in the arctic and subarctic regions; and

(5) promote and encourage the location of the next US/USSR

HJR0568B -3- CSHJR 56(SA)
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summit conference to be in Alaska so that world attention and concern can
be drawn to the environmental and security concerns of arctic and subarctic
areas; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature does not seek to
limit the use of nuclear technology for medical treatment or other safe and
benign purposes; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature does not seek to

discourage or prohibit United States Navy nuclear-powered vessels
aftSseasWg”Alaska waters

COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable George Bush,
President of the United States; the Honorable Mikhail Gorbachev, President
of the U.S.S.R.; the Honorable James A. Baker, 11, U.S. Secretary of
State; to the Honorable Richard R. Burt, Head of Delegation and Negotiator;

and to the Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Frank Murkowski, U.S.

Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U.S. Representative, members of the

Alaska delegation in Congress.

CSHJR 56 (SA) -4- HJRO568B
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Offered: 2/2/90 6-1428E
Referred: Rules

p/ -
Original sponsor(s): REP. KOPONEN, Brown, Davidson, MaclLean, Finkelstein
IN THE HOUSE BY THE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 56 (State Affairs)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
Relating to the promotion of a nuclear
weapons-free treaty for the arctic and
subarctic.
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS the unprecedented thawing of the cold war following the con-
versutions between former President Reagan and President Gorbachev necessi-
tales a continuing restructuring of the relationship between Alaska and the
neighboring areas of the Soviet Union; and

WHEREAS the main purpose of negotiating a nuclear weapons-free treaty,
as of all rational security policies, is to prevent nuclear war; and

WHEREAS an emphatic expression of feeling by citizens and their local
and state governments can help initiate steps by the United States, the
Soviet Union, and other nuclear powers towards world peace and away from
the brink of nuclear war; and

WHEREAS ever the past five years more than 4,225 communities in 23
nations have adopted resolutions calling for the establishment of nuclear-
free zones; and

WHEREAS 42 of the 50 states in the United States have proposals for
nuclear-free zones introduced or approved at state or local levels; and

WHEREAS there are five treaties in existence with as many as 83 signa-
tories, including the United States and the Soviet Union, pertaining to
nuclear-free zones in the Antarctic, outer space, Latin America, the South
Pacific, and on the ocean floor; and

WHEREAS nuclear weapons are themselves nuclear targets, and to remove

the targets will reduce the risk of destruction to the territory in which

HIJR056B -1- CSHJR 56 (SA)
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they were located in case of nuclear war; and

WHEREAS 58.4 percent of Alaska voters in the August 1986 election
expressed their strong support for Ballot Measure No. 1, which declared as
the policy of the state the promotion of a mutual and verifiable nuc®>ar
weapons freeze to be followed by a reduction in nuclear warheads, missiles,
and other delivery systems in order to halt the nuclear arms race and
reduce the risk of nuclear war; and

WHEREAS the Chernobyl nuclear power plant disaster in the Soviet Union
lias resulted in the spread of nuclear poison to neighboring territories,
including arctic regions of Scandinavia; and

WHEREAS the environmental devastation of these regions has seriously
jeopardized the health and lifestyle of the Saami people; and

WHEREAS the radioactive contamination of the region above the Arctic
Circle from the previous use and testing of nuclear weapons has caused the
permanent inhabitants of the arctic region to carry body-burdens of long-
lived, biologically dangerous radionuclides in amounts in excess of all the
world®"s people except for the atomic bomb victims in Hiroshima and Nagasaki
during August 1945; and

WHEREAS any further deposition of nuclear materials in the food-chain
of the arctic and subarctic regions will result in biologically unaccept-
able radiation standards for people and ecosystems; and

WHEREAS the storage or transportation of high Jlevel radioactive nu-
clear wastes 1in Alaska could pose serious health, safety, and environmental
risks to the state"s residents; and

WHEREAS the Inuit Circumpolar Conference and the legislative bodies of
the Northwest Territories, the Yukon, and Greenland have wunanimously ap-
proved resolutions calling for restriction of the arctic to uses that are
peaceful and environmentally safe, and prohibiting the deployment a d

testing of nuclear weapons in this area; and

CSHJR 56 (SA) -2- HJR056B



WHEREAS a ban on nuclear weapons testing, the deployment of most
nuclear weapons delivery systems, and the production of fissile materials
can he verified with high confidence by on-site inspections, and a world-
wide network of seismic monitors, satellites, and other verification tech-
nology; and

WHEREAS the people of Alaska desire to continue to live in freedom in
a world that is at peace and safe from nuclear pollution; and

WHEREAS the ratification of a multi-lateral and verifiable nuclear-
free arctic and subarctic treaty represents a creative and meaningful first
step towards establishing a nuclear-weapons free world, which is the ulti-
mate intent of this resolution:

BE IT RESOLVED by the Alaska State Legislature that the Governor and
the Alaska congressional delegation are requested to promote and initiate

efforts to
(1) encourage verifiable bilateral and multilateral agreements

and treaties between the United States, the Soviet Union, and other nations
establishing the arctic and subarctic regions as a nuclear weapons-free
zone;

(2) obtain verifiable bilateral and multilateral agreements and
treaties hetween the United States, the Soviet Union, and other nations to
ban nuclear weapons from the arctic and subarctic regions;

(3) prevent all parties, including military forces, from dispos-
ing of radioactive and nuclear wastes and materials in the arctic and

subarctic regions;
(4) obtain verifiable bilateral and multilateral agreements and
treaties hetween the United States, the Soviet Union, and other nations to
rwe*

. .to p e*\T
prevent nuclear weapons testing or the placement of nuclear weapons-related

devices in the arctic and subarctic regions; and
(5) promote and encourage the location of the next US/USSR

HIJR056B -3- CSHJR 56(SA)
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summit conference to be in Alaska so that world attention and concern can
be drawn to the environmental and security concerns of arctic and subarctic
areas; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature does not seek to
limit the use of nuclear technology for medical treatment or other safe and
benign purposes; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature does not seek to
discouraee or prohibit United States Navw nuclear-powered vessels from

COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable George Bush,
President of the United States; the Honorable Mikhail Gorbachev, President
of the U.S.S.R.; the Honorable James A. Baker, [IIl, U.S. Secretary of
State; to the Honorable Richard R. Burt, Head of Delegation and Negotiator;
and to the Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Frank Murkowski, U.S.
Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U.S. Representative, members of the

Alaska delegation in Congress.

CSHJR 56 (SA) -4- HJR0568B



Alaska State Legislature

Representative Niilo Koponen

Pouch V House D istrict 21 119 N. Cushman, Suite 207
Juneau, Alaska 99811 Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
(907) 465-4992 (907) 456-8172

SPONSOR STATEMENT
CSHJR 56 (SA)

The world situation has changed dramatically in the last year and
it would appear that the United States can now negotiate a
breakthrough with regard to nuclear-disarmament in the arctic and
subarctic. HIJR 56 1is very similar to President Eisenhower®s open
skies proposal, recently revived by President Bush.

The House voted to pass HJR 4 (nuclear-free arctic) 1in the 15th
Legislature. HIJR 4 died in the Senate during that legislature.
Last year 1 introduced HJR 56, an updated version of that
resolution which specifically speaks to nuclear weapons. It
includes most of the compromise language added to HJR4 at the
request of minority members. HJR 56 also asks that a summit
meeting for these negotiations be held, appropriately, 1in Alaska.
These negotiations should lead to the commercial use of the
arctic sea lanes for traffic between the Pacific Rim nations and

the European Common Market. Alaska will be central to such
development. The Port of Unalaska 1is actively pursuing Soviet
and Scandinavian partners in such ventures. Unalaska®"s mayor,

Paul Fuhs was a strong and early supporter of this proposal for
precisely that reason.
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INITIATIVES

1986

INITIATIVE PROPOSAL NO. 1

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating tothe establishment of a
nuclear freeze as the policy of the State.”
Section 1. DECLARATION OF POLICY. It is the policy ofthe State
of Alaska:
(1) to recognjze that the greatest challenge facing the Earth is to
prevent the occurrence of nuclear war by accident or design;
(2) to recognize that the nuclear arms race is dangerously increas-
ing the risk of a holocaust that would be humanity’s final v/ar;
(3) to promote a mutual and verifiable freeze followed by reductions
in nuclear warheads, missiles, and other delivery systems in order to
halt the nuclear arms race and to reduce the risk of nuclear war.
Section 2. IMPLEMENTATION, (a) The Governor shall conduct the
affairs of state and carry out state programs in conformity with this
policy.
(b) The Lieutenant Governor shall deliver copies of this Act to Con-
gress and the President of the United States.
Section 3. EFFECTIVE DATE. This initiative shall be effective
when enacted according to law.
Approved August 26, 1986
Effective December 18, 1986

Editor’s notes. — Sections 1 and 2
have been codified as AS 44.99.120 and
44.99.125 respectively.

1
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1958 US Open Skies Proposal
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Territory which could be included in an
Arctic international inspection zone

Map 3



Territory which could be included in an
Arctic international inspection zone

/Vofe:The Open Skies proposal formulated by US President George Bush in May 1999. and later elaborated on by
Canadian officials and at the September meeting inJackson Hole between US Secretary of State James Baker and
Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze calls for aerial surveillance of the territories of North America (Canada
and the USA), Europe (NATO and Warsaw Pact countries in the area Vrom the 'Atlantic to the Urals'), and the Soviet
Union (remaining territory east of the Urals). The Open Skies proposal in its present formulation covers only the terri-
tories of 16 NATO and 7 Warsaw Pact countries, and does not extend to the neutral countries in Europe such as
Finland and Sweden; nor does it include the area of the Arctic ocean. At the time of wriling, the NATO and Warsaw
Pact countries were scheduled to hold a meeting on the Open Skies concept in Canada either in late 1989 or in

eariy 1990.
Map 4 17



S " nNZ S Si.
CTMwea.cA, Fflk T Ttoj

ftpn 1 70
s - Pcii p=urch £

fylrd slc & Le T x \< * . icir?"

Cap* 5&1 4

X U hectuU j A Kk N fF oo i

frg .o A 1172 5”6 ke-laknntr ~h> 0 'f «*
Wu.&let&Y" chre-aipcrus — "f-f-e e- ~fcry- pU e ccre"frc-
tzw tA . « d j <2re f

D SeHd~DY pPo Ulkchoi:
X h i's res'# 1 *X[f / <s>iler & l«, e . r * o« 6 .

-M A/f ff o5 p r<5>*res'J* =n/ti t * < +es ) k y <> cC o W u* tTfc-e.

S fLAof if renrLes |ke flocrr™ ujLe™ X \efe
you t// irfe ser A, XIC D*ss*/e c&uY]

stfn™x. o1 1&,F C. " ~ATVAE & vV /f71 n la (lyvipt-aM le ¢c*/0-r-1?

Ih cMUtcL  A(c<sl<a’™s c<ooiikA ~falce pfT<ie.

1 <// <> £>Li IA\faw
i

CTOU £- uh leer






Passed guv

CS HJR 63, sponsored by Representative Martin.

TO TESTIFY; g_ I 2 4&

Representative Martin

NOTES;

PAT, you may need a road map to understand what we are doing in today"s
hearing. The key 1is: WE ARE PROPOSING A SENATE CS FOR THE HOUSE CS FOR HJR
63 THAT IS IDENTICAL TO THE CS WE PASSED OUT OF COMMITTEE FOR SJR 61 WITH
TWO ADDITIONAL CHANGES; which are adding "and certain other countries™ to
Page 1, Line 10 and replacing the word "sanctuary™ with the word "refuge"”

on Page 1, lines 25 and 29.
Proposed SCS for CS for HJR 63:

Relating to persons immigrating to and requesting asylum.

Committee packets contain a proposed Senate CS for HJR 63, which matches
the Senate resolution (SJR 61) we passed out with TWO ADDITIONAL CHANGES;

Page 1, Line 10: added the words "and certain other countries™.

(This addition was recommended by the woman, Peggy Bergsrud, who initiated
the resolution out of Martin®s office and is based on a congressional
resolution concerning immigrants)

Page 1, Lines 25 and 29: replaced the word '"sanctuary" with the word
"refuge”. (This change wasrecommended based on the word sanctuary being
too closely tied wit.i the "Sanctuary Movement” which the Immigration and
Naturalization Service (INS) seems to interpretas a movement that encour—
ages immigrants to stay in the country illegally. |In other words, it is a
red flag to the INS and could weaken the resolution®s impact.)

Changes to SJR 61/In comparison to the CS for HJR 63 prior to developing
the Senate CS for the House CS for HJR 63:

CS SJR 61 CS HJR 63
Amended to refer to general Specifies change from
changes 1in Eastern Bloc communism to democracy
countries
Eliminated reference to States that consideration
consideration of changes of changes may prevent
when evaluating applications asylum being granted

because they "may not
need it anymore™



The 4th Whereas in CS HJR 63
was eliminated from SJR 61

Amended to read Legislature
recognizes governments

may be subject to change
during political unrest

*Amended to match CS HJR 63
from BE IT RESOLVED forward.

*See next page for specific

Refers to applicants®
fear of persecution

by communist controlled
military,police and
leadership

States legislative
support for glasnost &
perestroika and that
Eastern Bloc governments
will be unstable until
changes are complete

*ldentical to SJR 61
from BE IT RESOLVED
forward.

amendment language.
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v0.oB- spa”r& rs uj”-h bo+A falfca, AcrrA/un
M ~rA/vs /iV kvlitiu-s r<sspoAJ">€ _ SowuajA'S Cir* ~.
)O/J”N  EXS (Xoe) <sA<l. f
\Cs a Ebe,r}jl... 61

.Scud i"f" d i 3auAje) h kz.

<u. prable.A\t



AN hc\N his * —&) §IR 511

+a rtuJ-ck CS war 43.

PASSBD b\j Ses, state AFFAIES
SJR 61
Amendment #1: Change Page 2, (2) (A) to read (2) (B)
Add under (2):
A) to halt the process of deportation from the United States of

persons from Eastern Bloc countries who have requested political asylum r.;d
are on United States soil:

Amendment i2: Page 2 Line 21 (C)

change to read
(C) to grant amnesty or political asylum on humanitarian grounds to

each person who 1is on United States soil, who has submitted an application
for political asylum in the United States and who would have been eligible
for asylum except for the recent political changes in the Eastern Bloc
countries, unless the person could be considered a threat to national
security or 1is otherwise determined to be undesirable under current United

State immigration law.

Amendment t3: Page 2, Line 28

change to read
Copies of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable George

Bush, President of the United States; the Honorable Dan Quavle,
Vice-President of the United States and President of the U.S. Senate; the
Honorable Thomas S. Foley. Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives;

the Honorable
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Introduced: 1/31/30 - . 1835E
Referred: Labor & Commerce

Pre.viaus SaA .S+ ./  te

poW 'i0AiS
Original sponsor(s): REP. MARTIN, Zawacki, Leman, Gruenberg
w 41 .
IN THE HOUSE BY THE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 63 (State Affairs)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
Relating to persons immigrating to and
requesting asylum in the United States.
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS the Eastern Bloc countries of Hungary, Poland, East Germany,
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, and
Romania are moving away from communism towards democracy; and

WHEREAS some individuals from these countries have requested political
asylum and freedom in the United States; and

WHEREAS the changeffrom communism towards democracy} in the Eastern
Bloc countries/jsfo'tgce_ing considered by the Immigration and Naturalization
Service when it evaluates the political asylum applications of persons from
the Eastern Bloc countries,fand this approach may prevent some persons from
receiving asylum in the United States because they may not be considered to
need political asylum any ﬁﬂéljand
_/ \HEREAS elements of the military, police, and leadership in some of
the EasternBloc countries still remain wunder the control of communist
authoritiesand, if applications for political asylum from these countries
are denied,the applicants fecr persecution by the communist-controlled
elements after they are deported from the United States ( and

WHEREAS, although the Alaska State Legislature™supports glasnost and
perestroika, itl recognizes that the governments of the Eastern Bloc coun-
trioalwiil e tnstable uh ti %te_n<T\j%]ﬁfg;aﬁ}cﬁanpgégiecg e C(?FnlpreAtJej\l ang™e "

WHEREAS the United States is a strong supporter of human rights and
was founded on the principle of the individual's rightto [life, [liberty,

and the pursuit of happiness; and

HJR063B -1- CSHJR 63(SA)



1 WHEREAS Alaska has benefited from the immigrants who have already come
2 to the state; and

3 WHEREAS Alaska can provide a sanctuary for persons who seek political

4 asylum in the United States;

5 BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature

6 (1)  declares thatit welcomes immigrants from foreign countries
7 and is willing to serve as a sanctuary for persons who are seeking polit-
8 ical asylum in the United States; and

9

(2)urges the United States Immigration and Naturalization
10 Service
11 (A) to halt the process of deportation from the United
12 States of persons from Eastern Bloc countries who have requested
13 political asylum and are on United States soil;
14 (B) not to use the recent political changes in the Eastern
15 Bloc countries
16 (i) to deny political asylum to persons from those
17 countries, even if anapplication for asylum was submitted before
18 the changes hegan; or
19 (i) to revoke the political asylum already granted to
20 persons from those countries;
21 (C) to grant amnesty or political asylum on humanitarian
22 grounds to each person who is on United States soil, who has submitted
23 an application for political asylum in the United States, and who
24 would have been eligible for asylum except for the recentpolitical
25 changes in the Eastern Bloc countries, wunless the person could be
26 considered a threat to national security or is otherwise determined to
27 be undesirable under current United States immigration law.
28 COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable George Bush,

29 President of the United States; the Honorable Dan Quayle, Vice-President of

CSHJR 63 (SA) -2- HIJR063B
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the United States and President of the U.S. Senate; the Honorable Thomas S.
Foley, Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives; the Honorable Gene
McNary, Commissioner-Designate of the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization
Service; and to the Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Frank
Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U.S. Representative,

members of the Alaska delegation in Congress.

HJR063B -3- CSHJR 63 (SA)
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|\arglnal sponsor(s): REP. MARTIN, Zawacki, Leman, Gruenberg, Boucher,
Davis

IN THE HOUSE BY THE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

SENATE CS FOR CS FOR HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 63 (State Affairs)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
Relating to persons immigrating to and
requesting asylum in the United States.
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS the Eastern Bloc countries of Hungary, Poland, East Germany,
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, and
Romania, and certain other countries are moving away from communism towards
democracy; and

WHEREAS some individuals from these countries have requested political
asylum and freedom in the United States; and

WHEREAS the changes in the Eastern Bloc countries are being considered
by the Immigration and Naturalization Service when it evaluates the politi
cal asylum applications of persons from the Eastern Bloc countries; and

WHEREAS the Alaska State Legislature recognizes that the governments
of the Eastern Bloc countries may be subject to change during a period of
political unrest; and

WHEREAS the United States is a strong supporter of human rights and

was founded on the principle of the individual's right to life, liberty

and the pursuit of happiness; and
WHEREAS Alaska has benefited from the immigrants who have already come
to the state; and
WHEREAS Alaska can provide a refuge for persons who seek political
asylum in the United States;
BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature
(1) declares that it welcomes immigrants from foreign countries

and is willing to serve as arefuge for persons who are seeking political
-1- SCS CSHJR 63(SA)
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asylum in the United States; and

(2) urges the United States Immigration and Naturalization

Service

(A) to halt the process of deportation from the United
States of persons from Eastern Bloc countries who have requested
political asylum and are on United States soil;

(B) not to use the recent political changes in the Eastern
Bloc countries

(i) to deny political asylum to persons from those
countries, even if an application for asylum was submitted before
the changes began; or

(i1)  to revoke the political asylum already granted to
persons from those countries;

(C) to grant amnesty or political asylum on humanitarian
grounds to each person who is on United States soil, who has submitted
anapplication for political asylum in the United States, and who
would have been eligible forasylum except for the recent political
changes in the Eastern Bloc countries, unless the person could be
considered a threat to national security or is otherwise determined to
be undesirable under current United States immigration law.

COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable George Bush,

President of the United States; the Honorable Dan Quayle, Vice-President of
the United States and President of the U.S. Senate; the Honorable Thomas S.
Foley, Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives; the Honorable Gene

McNary, Commissioner-Designate of the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization

Service; and to the Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Frank
Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U.S. Representative,

members of the Alaska delegation in Congress.

SCS CSHJR 63 (SA> -2-
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MEMORANDUM

FROM Loren K. Stanton
TO Senator Pourchot
DATE March 5, 1990

RE ANALYSIS OF SJR 61

NECESSARY background:

Asylees or Refugees are aliens who have established a fear of
persecution based on religion, nationality, political opinion, or
membership in a particular social group, if they are returned to,
or remain 1in their country of origin. As a result of this fear
of persecution, aliens are allowed to remain in, or enter the
United States.

An asylee 1is an alien who, having made a lawful or undocumented
entry into the U.S., files an application for asylum which 1is
granted, either by the INS or by an Immigration Judge. A refugee
is an alien who applies for, and is granted permission to enter
the U.S. as a refugee by an INS office abroad. The determination
that the refugee has a fear of persecution is made by an
immigration officer outside® the U.S prior to the alien®s
application for entry into the U.S.

Refugee refers only to aliens in the U.S. who have already been
granted refugee status by an INS office abroad. The word
"refugee” is commonly used to refer to aliens who have fled from
their home countries seeking refugee from oppression,

persecution, or the ravages of war. A person may be applying for
refugee status at a U.S. border post, or asylum if within the
U.S., but if their status remains undetermined, they are not yet
either refugees or asylees as defined by the Immigration and
Nationality Act.

Please note that "Political Asylum™ 1is a term that is commonly
used to denote all types of asylum, even though asylum may be
granted to those fearing persecution because of religious,
nationality, ethnic origin, or membership of a social group, as
well as for political opinions and associations.



POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS
Whether or not an alien is granted asylee or refugee status is

often determined by prevailing political considerations. The
U.S. government will generally deny asylee or refugee status to
aliens from countries whose governments the U.S. currently
supports (e.g- Chile, EI Salvador, Haiti) on the grounds that
there is little persecution in those countries.

The Refugee Act of 1980 established a nonideological standard for
refugee and asylum determinations. In practice, however, it
remains much less likely that someone fleeing a "friendly”
country will gain asylum than someone fleeing an "unfriendly,"”
especially a Soviet bloc, country.

The Nationals from each of these countries have been treated
extremely well by the Attorney General and the Immigration and
Naturalization Service (INS) for the last decade. Approval rates
for Eastern bloc countries have averaged around 40% while
individuals from countries with overwhelming persecution (e.g.)
Haiti, El Salvador, and Guatemala) have had a 1% success rate.
This resolution asks for preferential treatment for people who
have been receiving preferential treatment for many years. Many
of the applications that have been approved from Polish, Czech,
Romanian, and Hungarian nationals have not met the standard of
proof required for "fear of persecution.” Most of these people
are fleeing economic conditions just as are the nationals of
Mexico. Think about hockey and tennis players.

One example will be of interest: Not long ago nine Polish
fisherman jumped ship in Alaska and they all applied for and
received asylum. Only one stated, during the interview period,
that he had any possibility of persecution for any reason upon
returning to Poland. His stated reason was that he was one of
100,000 people at a "Solidarity" rally. This was the only rally
he had attended. AlIl were granted asylum! During the same time
a young man from EI Salvador was interviewed. He had testimony
and documentation that his wife and babies had been killed by
army units and he had escaped from those same units after
extensive torture which he showed to the interviewers. He was
denied asylum! He later was deported back to EI Salvador, where
a study showed that 30% of those sent back were killed.

This brings me to another point relating to "refoulement."” In
U.S law, "The Attorney General shall not deport or return any
alien...to a country if the Attorney General determines that such

alien®s life or freedom would be threatened 1in such country on
account of race, religion, nationality, membership 1in a
particular social group, or political opinion."

It must be noted that WAR, CIVIL DISTURBANCE, and FAMINE, which
up to 1922, were the MOST IMPORTANT FACTORS for immigrating to
the U.S., are not a basis for asylee or refugee status.



I appreciate any attempt to get the INS to follow the laws of the
United States, as they are now! This resolution, as written,

asks that the INS give preferential treatment to a group of
people, who under the present laws of this country, were not even
qualified to enter this country. Additionally, the resolves ask
for a temporary end to the recognized worldwide qualifications
and burden of proof needed to prove refugee status. This for
just a few specific countries. This could be called an amnesty

for Eastern Europeans.

It would be more appropriate for the legislature to ask that the
present laws relating to asylum be followed. Specifically,
nationals from countries such as, Haiti, EI Salvador, Vietnam,
Cambodia, Guatemala, and China could be allowed a lesser burden
of proof because of the difficult conditions there.

Unfortunately, the INS, only looks at the country conditions as a

starting point for an asylum application. The reason for this 1is
that an asylum application is personal. It is for one person
only. Each applicant must show that the persecution or potential

persecution is meant for4 the individual applicant.

When conditions 1in a country are particularly bad and the
Attorney General determines that conditions are unsafe for anyone
to return he may, in his discretion, grant "Extended Voluntary
Departure™ (EVD) status to nationals of that country that are in
the United States. EVD means that you do not have to leave the

Uu.sS. One "extends"™ their voluntary departure, which means they
stay. During part of the last ten years, Polish nationals have
benefitted from EVD. Other countries, 1in worse condition, have

not been granted EVD status.

The resolution mentions "amnesty." Amnesty was a program that
has filled volumes of books. The application deadline was
November 6, 1987. It was a one shot deal. The political energy
that was needed to enact the Immigration Reform and Control Act
of 1986, of which amnesty was a part, cannot be recreated.

Additional subjects: New legal immigration bill, Hong Kong,
interdiction.



My comments on and contributions to SJR 61.

First whereas: comments above on appropriate countries.
Second whereas: delete the words "and freedom™
Third whereas: delete entirely, insert "country conditions

are in upheaval™

Fourth whereas: delete
Fifth whereas: 0K
Sixth whereas: This is 0K, however, it should be known that

no asylee can be forced to live in a
particular state and because of this Alaska
cannot be designated a refugee for
immigrants.

Seventh whereas: Same analysis as above. Additionally, if
this resolution goes forward "as 1is"” the word sanctuary must be
changed to refuge or some other word. The INS has for over a

decade been fighting a battle against "The Sanctuary Movement"”
and they despise the word and the sentiment behind it. The
sanctuary movement actively worked to have immigrants stay in the
country illegally. These nationals did not receive asylum and
should have.

In the resolves:

Line 27 delete "from foreign countries”™ where else?
delete the rest of number (1)

Page 2

Section (2) (A) delete "Eastern Bloc"

Section (2) (B) delete because this wouldbe to ignore
the world wide acceptable standard for granting asylum, one must
always take into account the "country conditions™ asthey are not
as the were or asyou would like them to be.

(i) because it offers preferential treatment for some

countries
(ii) because it follows the preferential treatment above

however 1 believe that asylum should never be revoked

Section (C) delete "amnesty or"™ they are over and an
additional note, asylum is not granted on general "humanitarian
grounds™ and delete starting with "and who..."™ on line 15



Generally, 1 want to know why the United States should allow
persons to continue to come from a country or countries where
conditions are much better than they were and are going to get
even better? We cannot just ignore that the Solidarity
Government in Poland is now a "friendly"” government. EVD status
and special amnesty status were realized for Polish nationals in
the last decade when there were 14 million refugees 1in the world
that have much more pressing cases for humanitarian treatment.
This includes over 56,000 Vietnamese 1in camps or "jail™ 1in Hong
Kong and hundreds of thousands of Salvadorans and Guatemalans who

qualify for refugee or EVD status and have been turned away. I f
Alaska 1is concerned, let us be concerned about equal treatment
and justice. Let us ask the INS for impartial and equitable

treatment for all nationalities.



March 3, 1990
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The Honorable Terry Mar
15
03

3111 C Street, Suit

e 4
Anchorage, Alaska 995

Congressman Martin,

This letter is written to voice my opinions regarding
the passage of Resolution No. 61. | understand that you
cosponsored this resolution and | personally want to thank you
for your efforts.

The Anchorage office of Immigration and Naturalization
Service alleges that these asylee applicants have no
well-founded fears of persecution upon return to these
Eastern Bloc countries due to the recent changes in the
governments there. This same office assures that these
applicants receive individual attention of claims for
fear of persecution. Yet all of these applicants have
received zerox copies of notice of intent to deport.

| have enclosed a 1989 copy of a report from Amnesty
Internation siting recent beatings for peaceful demonstrations.
| have listened to many of these applicants tell of horror
stories that sound like something |'d see on T.V. and find
offensive there, too. But there's something about hearing
it from a true story that left me quite upset. It also left
me acutely aware of hsaw very precious my own freedoms were
now to me.

It is my opinion that it would be a moral injustice for
us to send these applicants back to very uncertain futures.
In addition to whatever they did before defecting, now they
are traitors. | cannot believe that one election makes a
democracy nor a safe environment for these applicants to
return to their homeland.

Thank you for everything that you have accomplished
and please continue to use any influence that you have to
pass this resolution.

Sincerely, j

U c/u

[ Sharon ROBICHSOH

2914 East 42nd St. 71
Anchorage, Alaska 99504
(907) 5618706



Hungarians,
Poles to lose

refugee rank

Bfé ROBERT PEAR
[k: 1Tow Yuil> Juy,

WASHINGTON — The
United States will sharply
curtail the admission of
Poles and Hungarians as ref-
ugees because most of them
no longer have any reason to
fear persecution” in their
homelands. Bush adminis-
tration officials said Tues-

ay.
yOffmals from the Nation-
al Security Council and the
While House outlined their
plans at a meeting Mondag
with Polish-Amefican an
Hungarian-American groups.
The administration is ex-
pected to announce the
changes later this week,
Nancy Bearg Dyke of the
National Security Council
staff told representatives of
the ethnic organizatjons that
under the néw policy, “we
will not consider any Poles
or Hungarians for the refu-
gee resettlement program
unless they have relatives in
the Unite ,
mediate threats to thejr
lives or have exceptionally
strong ties to this countrY,
according to three P_eope
who were at the meeting.

Please see .?sck Page, CHANGE

f
e
e

States," face im-

CHANGE m

Continued from Page Al

The I|ke|3[/ effect is to bar
refugee status for at least
19001 of the 20000 Poles
and Hungarians who already
have filed athcanons at
American embassies and
consulates _
rope, U.S. officials said.

They said that perhaps
1000 people with family or
other ties to the United
States would be interviewed
and that some would qualify
for refugee status.

Ted Kontek, founder of
the Friends of Solidarity, in
Washington, said, "This"Is a
major change, and it was

very poorly received by eth-

nic groups represented at the

and Hungarians
could seek visas to come to
the Unijted Stales as reqular
legal immigrants, rather
than refugees, but most
would have to wait several
years because of the backlog
of applications,,
The new policy resembles
one ado,{)ted earlier this year
to limit the admission of
Soviet refugees, but it is
much more restrictive.
The Roman Catholic
Church and Polish-American
glrou(g)s say that .at least
00000 Poles are. spread
through Western Europe and

E13MOPE:

in_ Western Eu-

United

are potential refugees but
have not registered with the

U.S. government and there-
fore. have little chance of
coming here.

Dawn Calabia of the U.S.
Catholic Conference, who at-
tended the White House
meeting, said:

"Because of government'
changes at the top in Poland
and Hungary, the adminis-
tration seems to assume that
nobody from those countries
is a refuqee," _

Federal law defines a ref-
ugee as a person with "a
well-founded fear of persecu-
tion" on account of race,
religion, nationality, politi-
cal opinion or membership
in a particular social group.

Gerald Co?;le, acting chief
of staff at the Immigratjon
and Naturalization Service,

said:

"Conditions in Poland
and Hundga%have markedly
Improved. Most Poles and
Hun?auans leaving their
countries of origin and seek-
ing asylum in "Western Eu-
rope and North America are
unlikely to have very sub-
stantive claims to U.S. refu-
gee status." o

Administration officials
acknowledged that the new
policy had been prompted,
in part, by financial Con-
straints.

States to curtail refugee status

They say the>[/ do not have
enough money to finance re-
settlement of'the 125000 ref-
ugees who could be admitted
to the United States under
the worldwide ce|||n% set by
President Bush for the cur-
rent fiscal year.
f that” number, 50000
laces are for the Soviet
nion and 6500 are for East-
ern Europe. _

The Polish American Con-
Eress, the Hungarian Reform
ederation of America and
other groups denounced the
proposed policy.

In Poland, they said, com-

lice, the militia, security
forces and many
ernment offices,” and people
are still harassed for their

olitical views and activi-

ies.
N "We welcome Poland's
progress toward a free and
democratic society," Kontek
said. “But based on evidence
collected by Solidarity's
own human ‘rights comnjis-

“Sion, we are convinced that

human rights violations and
(P,er,secutlon,of political ac-
Ivists continue.” .
~Myra Lenard, executive
director of the Polish Ameri-
can Con%ress, who also at-
tended the meeting, said:
"It will take years foi 'he
system to change. Peop:,Tin

munists still control the po-
local gov-

some provinces of Poland
still feel the brunt of dis
crimination at the hands nl
Communist Party mem-
bers." _ .

In congressional testimo-
ny on Oct. 11, Richard Schif-
ter, the assistant secretary
of state for human rights
and humanitarian affairs,
reported that "there are no
political prisoners” in Hun-
gary, and lie said the author-
ities there generally allowed
freedom of speech, religion
and association. ,

But "a secret police with
a long history of violations
of privacy is ‘still in place,”
he said. . .

George Dozsn, vice presi-
dent of the ,Hun%anan Re-
form Federation of America,
said the new restrictions on
refugee admissions were
‘unfair to Hungarians in
Western Europe, “'who have
been waiting for several
(tealrs” to come to the United

ales.

Administration officials
said some of the places de-
nied to Poles and Hungari-
ans might be made available
to other Eastern Europeans,
like Romanians or Bulgari-
ans.

In. the last e|%ht years,
33/Itin Poles and 5459 Hun-
arians have co”io to the

nited States as refugees.
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Amend by adding: £C>
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A very'bad map., as

we know Alaska has its share of earthquakes

Earthquakes in the U.S.

The vulnerability ol various parts of the country to earthquakes

Epicenter of

Tuesday's quake

j  Nodamage

p T Susceptible to Susceptible to Susceptible to
minordamage ~ — moderate damage major damage

Source: National Academy ol Sdenoee

Figure 4.

Finally,

Jumtoor or Siums -j«‘3."ncir!*? .312ndor
? Yrsons 57 Zinin: 300

a very good and correct map.

AP/Robert Dominguax

Asian, Pacific

isfander Persons
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00010090
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less Nun 10000

(It can be done.



THE REAL SIZE OF ALASKA

Alaska: America’s largest state



Isn't Alaska still in the Northwest?

DOyou frequently callany of these cities?

EXECULINES OF THE NORTHWEST, INC. PROVIDES UP TO 40%
SAVINGS ON CALLS MADE TO 13 CITIES

Execulines of the Northwest, Inc., is proud to offer our exclusive “On*
Net”Program to local businesses. As the only local company with its
own digital network, Execulines is pleased to pass on tremendous
savings on all long distance, and particularly on calls made to some

of the most frequently called cities in the United States.

- et/

PROVIDING INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS TO OUR CUSTOMERS'LONG DISTANCE NEEDS.

1333 Lincoln Suite 2 Bellingham, WA 98226 (206)676-1100 or 1-800-343-5364



SUNDAY,

Don't New Yorkers know where Alaska .

SEPTEMBER 17, 1989

Today’s High Temperatures and Precipitation

kol

OJ MOSTLY CLOUDY

ern Pacific. San Francisco reported
thunder and rain, an uncommon event
in September.

Only once in five years do thunder-

L. *re
W eather \Yal
Highlight -1t

Powerful Hurricane '
Hugo will threaten
the Virgin Islands
and Puerto Rico to-
day and tonight.
Conditions will im-
prove slowly in the
Leeward Islands.

storms occur along the northern coast
ol California This mcnth is usually one
of the warmest and driest for the region.
More showers are expected for today

MODERATE [.

Hurricane Hugo;
Next 36 Hours

* *

\*0%
Meteorology: Pennsylvania State University

cwhiuwi . 1 over.

sk, t 00M|N|cA1 H T
, CaribboanSea mARm|ouE"')

luciaO -./u’

9T. V| NCEUT0

along the coast with the first snow of.
the season likely to fall in the northern
Sierras tomorrow as very cold air aloft
pushes itseil inland.

] < m



V oter Participation by State

Percentofvoting age population casting votes for 1984 presidential election
Total U.S. 59.9%

Vt. /Maine
6t.1%/68.7%

R.I.
62.7%

Alaska

59.1%

s
Hawaii 5

545% 1

Source: Census Bureau

Lew

Moores
Why can't
Alaska be Alaskan is tired of
on the map? getting deep freeze

Alaska’s on
hut

All of this started, you might say, in 1867, /
/hen the United States bought Alaska from want you to know | support youn
he Russians for chump char?ge, a little over campaign to put Alaska on the map. One the ma

7million. Ever since then, mapmakers here Jay 1 would like to snowmobile to Alaska. .

ave been having a tough time?iquring how L M. Silversides, Redford

Llnclude it on"maps. Usually it winds up O I O
ating off the California coastline. /

| think youridea about Alaska is great. /
have had no luck trying to locate Hope.
Alaska, on the map. Can you help me?

IMadeline McDonald. Canton
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DECEMBER 29,1989
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INSIDE THE
BELTWAY

Geography lesson

~Dan Bloom is a Juneau journalist who was a cartoonist for The Wash-
ington Star and ex-editor of an Alaska weekly newspaper. But mostly ‘neis
a nan with a cause. He wants to put his staté on the map at least roughly
where It ought to be: northwest of Washington stae. ,

. Iotofma?s m,newsga%ers tend to leave Alaska off entirely or put
it ina box south of California,”ne complained by phone the other day.
(ﬁbl}%m(g_lg, he sent a hand-drawn maP above) to show the way he thinks

the medi sma?s should look. Sort or. _

Dan Is not an unreasonable man. He recognizes the space problems
that newspaper makeup, men face. “You could probably take a little out of
South Dakota and lowa if you needed to make room," He said. "That's all
flyover country anyhow. Or maybe a chunk of Ibxas."

And since Alaska is one-fifth the size of the Lower 48 he doesn't
expect It to be inscale. = . o

What warries Dan is kids like the 10-year-old ([]lrl in M|ch|?an who
heard about his campaign and put A\.ska northwest of Washington on a
£co raph¥ test. The teacher marked it wrong and told her, “Alaska belongs
Inanox otf California.. _ , ,

A resolution asking mapmakcrs and editors to stop“mismnpping
Alaska" will be introduced in'the state legislature next month. Attempts to
canvass members ofAIaska’sconqressmnal delegation yesterday were
unava|||n,(I;. They were either traveling or back home, and who can blame
them? With the weather we've been having, wouldn't you rather be sunning

yourself in Baja California — even in a box?




Reporters from Outside v
become accidental tourists

w
iZifc/~o 7

By DUSTY RHODES .

Daily News reporter AnCKCt'A J4'|08fea |
sed to be, the only time Alaska got
mentioned on the national morning
news was when the weatherman
was desperate to fill his segment, Tf
He might mention the snowfall in
Anchorage by gesturing to a
framed, miniature outline of our

state, leading sleepy Americans to believe

that Alaska is an island about one third the
size 0TTexas, keptin a box off the coast of

California "

But durlng_the pastyear and a half, the
national media have been forced to give
Alaska more attention than rare, random
reports oil snowfall. Between the traned
whales and the cold wave and the oil spill
and Mount Redoubt, Alaska has probably
got more media attention in the past 15
months than in the previous 15 years. =

Granted, most of this recent Alaska news
has been patently ss news. Even the whale
rescue has been denounced as a silly, o
high-priced circus. . _ 1

But there was a bright side to this sudden
focus on Alaska. Roving reporters from .
Outside became accidental Alaska tourists,.
and some fell'in love with Alaska and
Alaskans. They went back to their .
hometowns sounding better than cruise ship,
brochures, talking about our apparently . , t.
unique “'spirit.’* _ i

(Ofcourse, sincemany of them hailed
from smoggy, crowded, crime-riddled cities J.VI
like Los Angeles, New York or Washington,?

Ruimber of times Alas(!<
appeared In major medi

THE NEW YORK TIMES

1988 90§13trapped,wha|es)
1989 193(141 oil spill)

MAJOR MAGAZINES
1988 60 (9trapped whales)
1989 120(71 oil spill)

NATIONAL PUBLIC RADIO

1987 25
1988 37 (5trapped whales)
1989 125 (102 oil spill)
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Dan Bloom'smad and he's
gotten USA Today to listen

re Neme

By Im th

n Willard Scott gives the
eather forecast every mor-
mg on NBC's Today Show
an

"We ran a headline when they
changed theirpolicy that read. ‘When
Juneau talks. USA Today listens.""
Bloom said.

in between grimaces at Bryswisequentcampaigns toother pub

umbal). illuminated behind hikcattions weren'tas successful, Bloom

letic body is a map of the
States. All theappropriate high pres-
sure systems, low Pressure systems,
warm ‘fronts, cold fronts and storms
areillustrated in graphic —although
somewhat cartoonv — detail.
After he points out all the hot spots
and cold spots and wishes hapﬁy
birthday to a few centenarians who
should've died ¥ears earlier, he may
lean to the left of the screen far
enough so that viewers can see the
last two |qnored states. Usually, he
ans absolutely no attention to Alas-
a‘and Hawail and focuses on the
f.ower 48 o
If he were to realize it. both the hot
and cold spots for the nation would
probahly be in the 49th and 50th

states. e

The problem (and the'pointto this
story) Is: neither of the aforementi-
oned states is represented geogra-
"phically intact. T_hey aPpear in exag-
?erated size and in Tittle boxes in the
ower left somewhere near Baja Cali-
fornia. This fact is repeated on most
maps puchased in this country.

Juneau resident Dan Bloom finds
this altogether irritating, It's notim-
possible, he says, to depict the state
of Alaska inits rightful position asa
part ofthe North American continent,

Three years. a?o while editor of
Juneau’s’ Capital City Weekly, he
look the fight to free the state from
the hnx to the public.

The author and part-time teacher
wrote an editorial calling for Juneau
residents to write a letter to the nat-
ional newspaper 1)SA Today to con-
vince its editorial staff of the impor-
tance of Alaska’s true location. For
some reason the response was strong
enough to brmgi the editors over to
Bloom’s way of thinking. The cur-
rent natjonal weather maps in that
publication represent Alaska as a
real place -- without a box border.

Unittesle [f either wrote or called all
sorts of major magazines and news-
}Fapers — including the New York

imes, L.A. Times. Newsweek and a
host of others — to enlist aid in the
venture. Mostly, he met with opposi-
tion. Many were interested in th
concept, even iftheirgraphics depart-
ment ‘said it was an .|mp055|b||_|t}/.
His correspondence with columnists
Pam[ off. At least 25 wrote stories on
he idea and many included Bloom’s
address as he had requested to mea-
sure the response later.

He received more than 2000 post-
cards and letters from all over the
country. ,

“Oné sixth grade girl wrote and
said. ‘I was marked wrong for put-
ting Alaska in the Northwest. The
teacher said it belonged in a box in
the lower lefthand corner.™ Bloom
recalled. _ .
s im aﬁe and itsuffersfrom being
in a hox. he adds.

"Since we've been a state for 80
years, you think v/e'd be considered
part of the country.” he said. “Mosr
maps in elementary schools have
Alaska in a little map south of Cali-
fornia.

Basically, the responsp then, as
now, from mapmakersand thenews-
media is that the problem is one of
Io%|st|cs. _

he president of Rand McNally
wrote Bloom and agreed in prmmﬁl_e
with his complaint but defended his
industry’s position saying thatitwas
aspace 'problem and nothing more.

"|f USA Today can change its map
olicy then there’s no problem." the
uneau resident said. "Basically, a
map is a symbolic representationofa
country.” o

Bloom hasn’tbeen tooactive in his
map campaigning hut figures to start
up again, looking to the legislature
lbr assistance this time around



USA does it right--other publications could do it too.
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The color key shows today's high temperatures. The  Showers Rain
numbers below cities are foday's forecast high and to- 7
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My wife and 1 certainly know where
Juneau 1is. It was our pleasure along
with 1CO other Shriners and their
ladies to visit Juneau on the first
voyage this spring of the Noordam. ,,
We spent much enjoyable time on the
glacier, at a salmon bake, the Red ¢
Dog Saloon, and a pleasant walk in i
your fine city. This was my wife"s *
1st visit to Alaska and my 2nd. We 1
are looking forward to another to f
a great state and a great city. s
Did enjoy column about your problem!
in Fort Lauderdale News. Thought
egret might be change from puffins-%

Joseph Hagelin |

7527 Overlook Dr. !

Lake Worth, FL
33463

Yes ! XL tY H- =
yoLLr %‘W\ -
pjt oda& tcc c-n The--. e
map- Y
CaP'/P-6aP a ..
., and paP Y m
rks pidie.X/-s
Hava Pd explain -H*
K/oU IOWiU iPs co id
in |Okua. ite

RcobkV A cm LU ilpLJL. 1

M-esu a?) "

P\la skci sC<Mt/'i \j? nfd|s

T b oCifu/s | I'mm) '- If

flcicfvt i -c? tv) rber %¢
r o MICTT. e bt S FF
— 'M'eX ri'lVvC r).r £\,
['aL.tC /cn :C o
->U 1y s! o T Jc IC
l ‘ *
VIK'TC*., * )
Skv M PU- L TIi.'V'S
“mf/y<ej.-.iv in. »<<e, i

y»c. k. / 1/
5Vc7/:i..?2v”"~.-» 5'2*3
lif

DEAR . VeEM?fc ALA:s M,
W JAPAM, U>E
TI-Bw «

gf OM TIHE o.s.
MORTK Of seattie.
OTrteaU>(s £; WE v ¢ v -
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| HEAD YGUR NAME IN RON HUDSPETH* S
COLUMN IN THE ATLANTA CONSTITUTION.

|. KEEP. A 7/ALL.HAP C? THE U.S.A. HUNG
IN MY.OFFICE. .SURE ENOUGH, ALASKA 1S
SOUTHEAST OF CALIFORNIA..

| WILL ACCEPT A POSTCARD SIZE MAP OF
YOUR 5SAUTIFUL STATE EUT WoULD HrALLY
LIKE TO HAVE SOMETHING LARGER.

TTIANX,
RUSSELL MOSS

3139 oakcliff hid, jt.
DORAVILLE,:a. 3C3LG



Houseof Representatives

Representative Fran Ulmer

MEMORANDUM
TO: Senator Pourchot, Chairman
Members

senatr~ ate AffairsCommittee

FROM: Rep. Frap O A
DATE: February/5, 1990

RE HJR 64

Three years ago a local Juneau editor, Dan Bloom, began a nationwide
campal%n to ask publications to put Alaska where it belongs on maps
of the U.S., in the Northwest corner, not off the coast of California.
At that time, concerned Alaskans wrote to the national newspape
usA Today, and convinced their editorial staff of the importance of
the correct placement of Alrska on their national maps.

Subsequent campaigns to sway other publications have not been as
successful, but columnists throughout the U.S. have been writing
stories on this idea and have asked people to write to Dan Bloom
with their comments. Already, thousands of letters of support for
this idea have come to Juneau.

Last year, in a national study of high school students, an astounding
number of students were found to be geo_(lzlrap_hlcally illiterate.
Considering the publications they view daily, its not surprlsmﬁ that
they are unable to place a state 1/5 size of the country anywhere
near its correct position on national maps. In a small way, HJR 64
will help America's students by asking major publications to place
Alaska correctly on U.S. maps.

Districi 4B - Juneau
P.0. BOX V <« Juneau. Alaska 99811-3100 = (907)465-4947
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"The
Imperatives
are clear:
It Is time

to learn
languages.
It is time
to learn

geography."

<*

Virginia Governor
Gerald L Baliles,
_Chairman,
National Governors'
Association

Layers of life abound

In the fragile ecosystem
ofa South American
tropical rain forest.

(Sea "Tropical Rain
forests: An Endangered
Resource?” on page 10.)
Photograph by Loren MElntyre

National Geographic Society ~ Geography Education Program ~ Washington, 0. C. 2flp36  (202)t75-fc701



T he June skies over
Anchorage, Alaska, were
clearand bright as the
Alaska Geographic
Alliance convened its
first summer geography
institute. For two weeks,
31 elementary and
secondary teachers from
throughout the state
attended classes at the
University of Alaska, Anchorage. Directed by
Alliance Coordinators Marjorie Gorsuch and
RogerPearson, the institute focused on the
geography of Alaska and the state's relationship
with the Pacific and Arctic Rims.

Reco 'tion
0CUSES

rogeograp hy

Since 1982,the U. S. Departmentof Educa-
tion has sponsored the Secondary School recogni-
tion Program, which honors exceptional public
and private schools. Elementary and secondary
schools are honored in altemrle years. Last year,
218 of the nation's secondary schools were cited
foroverall excellence. For the first time, geogra-
phy was emphasized last year in the nationwide
competition in order to stress the need for geogra-
phy to play a more prominentrole in the
curriculum.

"Designating geography as a special emphasis
sends a signal to all schools that we need to pay
more attention to geography,” says Jean Naraya-
nan, staff director of the School Recognition
Program.

During the 1989-1990 school year, geography
will once again be emphasized. &

Geography Frontiers

Alaska Alliance Holds First Summer Institute

"| believe teachers
and students should go
out and experience geog-
raphy firsthand, through
the soles of their feet,
and with all of their sens-
es," says Pearson. Putting
his ideas into practice, he
led the teachers on a
walk through downtown
Anchorage, examining

Pacific cultural influences. They also walked to
Earthquake Park to examine the impact of the
1964 quake. One class was conducted on the top
floor of the tallest building in Anchorage, where
the teachers used aerial and historic photographs
and old maps to study changes in the urban land-
scape of Anchorage.

A field trip to Prudhoe Bay, sponsored by BP
Exploration, highlighted the institute. Institute
participants flew north past Mount McKinley to
the North Slope to visit the Endicott oil-producing
facilities. They stopped at the beginning of the
trans-Alaska pipeline at Alyeska Pump Station #1
for a group photo. The participants observed cari-
bou, snowy owls, and other wildlife of the tundra.
A few dipped their toes in the Arctic Ocean.

Co-director Pearson declares the institute a
great success— one that offered a unique experi-
ence for the participants. "How many other sum-
mer institutes are there where moose graze by the
dormitories, the governor stops oy for a barbecue,
and the participants can have a summer solstice
volleyball game in natural light at midnight?"

The institute was one of 28 alliance summer
geography institutes sponsored in 1989 by the Ge-
ography Education Program and state geographic
alliances. Funded by state and local contributions
and by the National Geographic Society Education
Foundation, these institutes focus on geography
content, teaching strategies, and in-service work-
shop preparation. &

— Geoffrey Undenvood

Alaska Governor

Steve Cowper, an avid
supporter of geography
education, Visits

the alliance's first
summer Institute.

P ey Alde

"Teliee teeders
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Peg Stout—1 will never sec the world;',
tlirough die sami eyes again;’ | will, j,
never Teel (lie sime about being a;.,
tcaclicragain - lattended the National j
Geograpltic Suntnicr Institute
Wasliington, D.C. this summer!"

My teaching cireer started in the
autumn of 1950 in Virginia, and I’ve,;;:
been teaching most if the time since -;
then. The only tiring that rivals my V
experience this summer is the two j
years | spent teaciiing In an Ethiopian¥;
boys’ school.

Tliis summer | learned. thatf
geography is more (bar, naming and i
locating places on mapsirid globes. |
learned that lire dynamics of geography: e
are alive and with us everywhere;
they influence evcrytliing we. do.
Geography is motion-mc tionlof people, animals,
machines, water, air, and ideas. Geography is humans
interacting with their envircnmcni, and we need to be
aware of what is going on all over tfi*worlcl because

affordGlgiihrc whatrniappemiigmolTi**Tsonfic
world because it docsn | cotcenluS.T, We. must be

aware of whaiis happeningMIf$ >rid a»atc it to/v

Bxeingway tat Invelves tem gV W tm -~ ®

As exciting as the ,n onnalron ive.garned was, 1

was nothing compared to the sense of pndeinnd d.gmty
thatwas instilled in us during that month. | came away

with the feeling that teachers really are important, that

* ) este,
The Other §.en§*us_:
National Geography
Society Set To Count
1990 Geography!Bee

- ’_*
Winners
't byJody Marcello’; - -
\y, i iiprtf ;.

On Friday, May 19, 1989, and tiiice lop finishers ,
were recognized. National Geographic Society President
Gil Grosvcnor called all 55 slate winners to the stage to
be recognized as winners, too. He acknowledged that
tliey had won a classroom competition, won a school
competition, scored high enough on a qualifying
examination to win aplace in the state competltlon and
then won the slate competition. r”

If we use that logic as we prepare for the 1990
Geography Bee, we calculate, as NGS will, that there
will be 35 state winners, 5500 state qualifying winners,.
25,000 school winners,-and approximately 250,000
classroom winners. Now, lei's stop to think about all
lire geography questions answered right that liiis translates
into; I'm willing to go for 25,000,000. '

= bee recognizes winners; kids who arc doing something

INSTITUTE REFLECTIONS

,-Dobbl Lowden—An intense four
*iweek session of geography
education was promised, and it

was that and so much morel
Sequestering 70 educators from
mCross the country with acommon
interest in geography can’t fail to
. produce a kaleidoscope of ideas
».For me, this was one of the most
J valuable features of the Summer
:\VGeography Institute in Wasliington,
«D.C. The sharing of ideas and
' common concerns, and tire memory
'jV'ofthe bountiful Inimor and energy
generated by tliis group will not

soon be forgotten.

I’ve brought back ideas from
AHawaii, Connecticut, Oklahoma,
California, Massachusetts, and the
“ Other States represented; but | also
have the fond memories of the people with whom
I aid, walked, talked, and shopped geography during

Alarka tram grouppholo at French Embassy In Washington,D.C. =

during KGS Summer Geography Institute. Top: M. Keene (Qand
J. Marcello; Seated, L toR: T. Stout, D. Roope.B. Lowden andL.

Fry. i -1 mVAIV llitwfe fourw<SeM-i ;" '
U item s ffiM itﬂerSGI, live returned to JiiheaU with
A fc dcvcioped because we were treated with infercsl in feaclung geography nod

.u

proressonnls wonlfy ofr?n!t.

trMb’.an honor arid * Pr c37r//«trjwiisiilfcirri "of the Alaska
\’;'u continger;gysgj wag prou.q to lﬂ’?narrn%g the talem
Peg. ban, Jody. Marlene, nod Lyn.

t

tlrat 1 will be able‘io ;hare Iiré‘ﬁwf‘atsrln&ign, tire %xcitemoe
Qf (cac|lj , ai.d (he sense ofpride in being a ,
gcography ,cacllcr wilU) niany ot|lcr tcachers in the
fu(urc

of lite Alaska Geographic Alliance. Geography
Bee coordinators Jody Smothers Marcello of Sitka
and Daniel Roope of Wrangell arc seeking three
additional members for tliis committee. Participants
from the Alaska Geographic Alliance Institute held
in Anchorage in June who are interested in serving
on thiscommiticc should contact Jody (801 Lincoln

The important point is that the Rational Geography

right. It recognizes that foreach of those 250,000 plus
kids, there arc parents or supporting adults and at least
one dedicated. If we startto add in all of the sisters and
brothers, friends, principals, teachers, neighbors,etc. so

on who offer support to these winning youngsters, the
numbers multiply quickly. %k f .St., Sitka, AK 99835, 747-3623 Home, 747-8672

Tlie Nntional Geography bee may be the inost Work) or Dan (Box 2176 Wrangell, AK 99929,
important cciisus of 1990. It gives lisachance to count -'874-3212 Home, 874-3395 Work) no later than
wiiuiets and to recognize what is working in the schools  Ociober 1,1989. Wo» <o
and (lie homes in support of geography education. ¢ I’’;  Don't miss the tliance to have your students

The most important date for tliis winning census is ; stand up and be counted as WINNERS in the 1990
November 1,1989, as lint is tlie deadline for schools to ’-National Geography Bcelll « ' 1
register for participation Li tlic 1990 National Geography
Bee. The competition is set up forstudents in grades 4-
8. Schools that participated in last year’s Bee arc
automatically registered forthe 1990 Bee. Schools that
did not participate must registernolatcrthan November
1, 1989. School principals should have received a 's
mailing last spring detailing (lie registration process. If .

| AGA Suntiiicr Insiituie Phoio

this mailing has nol appe ared. stnd a letter to Mary Lee

Eldcn, Manager, Natioral Geography Bee,' National ; {Album | Vi pPg 3

Geograpliic Sodely, 171l rndM Streets NW, Wiisliirigtbh,< ” Nnfionnl Award ReCIpIent n’
Cm =1, = 1 " Honicri U~ pg 4

DC, 20036.
Details forthe slate competition are bcirig finalized
by a newly established Geography Bee Subcommittee

September, 1980
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The Aluka Geographic Allance (AGA% I8gowaadesj%ned to convey a aensc of die five geographic Tlie  Alaska - Geographic. Alliance gratefully
themes. The cirCular image represents Incedrth; the primary role of géographic ecucation U'to present acknowledges tlie generous contributions of these
information angl facts abollt the world. The intersecting linét represent iocation, position on the earths organizations/businesses which liclpcd to make tlie
surface, as well as identification of a Specific piace Witl its physical and human characteristics. Th>e AGA Summer Geography Institute possible.

mIerscctmg lines font* SECIfiC.regions, areas of unity which arC the sub'éect of eograghic #udy, The

Alaska Gedgraphic Alliance |n|t_|a?s,Ac,A, are p' xed intite globe to represent members of the Alliance TR

workingtogether in Alaska to build//ofionj/np] withinpiaces. The linethat flowfrom heglobe coney Motional iejgrtiphic Society

aSen%e 0f movement, foOVCI»nt between and amon%\places. The fact that lire quowas Bsigned wills . HT "Exploration

computergra{)hlcsex resses clie commitment of the Alaska Geographic Alliance to employ I15e newest T A ' Chevrmn

technologies to communicate and develop geographic literacy. University Of Alaskp Anchorage

The Alliance Reporter IS, ublLshed five tirrca??/earb the Alaska Department o EEucation. he The (jcorgc Cnrm@rrpany, Inc.

PUIPOSE Of The Reptirter IS 10 keep Alaskans Infofmed about Qhe activities of the Alaska Geographic . [ Mystmm

Alliance and issues which impact geographic educatlonT Please tend newa items, comments, andstories Alaska geographic Society

toKaren L. Cantillon, Editor, The Attiance Renorter, P.O. Box P.Juneau, AK 99811, or to RMEPS on b OntionalAUdubonSoc

University o Alaska Compuiter Network, Alliance boordinatofs ae Magorle Gorsuch, Department of ptionalAudubonSociety

Education, P.0. Box F. Juneau, AK 99811 2{907) 465-2881, and Roger Pearson, University of Alaska WAL - S Miilon Jlotel

Fairbanks, Fairbanks, AK'99(907) 474-7494. _Japanese Consulate

This publication is made possible through funding by (Ik Alaska State Legislature and matching funds ]P'Ctl‘]]rtrf a.lndd ”te.gonr? herSk)re

from the National Geographic Society..  * | nidmy rintoop
John UnityandSons

ar,  teAmerican geographicalSociety
Ideas? ldeas??? .
H [ <
S .

The Alaska Geograpliic Alliance Steering Committee is developing a 3—yéar plan for
Alliance activities including teacher Hauling aridcurriculum materials development.

The plan will be submitted to the National Geograpliic Society on December 15,1989 T E A C H E R R E S O U R C E S

and will be lire basis for our funding from NGS for the next three years. Your

suggestions for directions you think the Alliance should take arc invited. Please $ ) m - I

contact any Steering Committee mcntber with your ideas. -, Alaska Maps...And More
Information on maps and services available from the Dcpaitmcent of Interior con
Steering Cotiirnrtlee 1989-90 , " be obtained by contacting the National Cartographic Centerat 1-800-USA-MAPS.
y vin - An index of all available maps is available from the department and may be
Roger Pearson, Coordinator (474-749*./ Fbks. obiaincd by calling the U.S. Geological Survey's Distribution Center in Anchorage
Marjorie Gorsuch, CpordJnator (465-2888) Juneau at 561-5555 or 271-4307. Maps of Alaska are available for $2.50 each by calling

, Pat Fitzgerald (789-4406) Juneau Inc san\e number.. R YAY,
d «0 e m « « |

t . project focused
Steve Haycox (7.86-1776) Anchorage ' -1 on globalpeade.liidiscurrenliy teaching it as hcourseatHainesHigb School. The
Joyce Hoircychurch (786ji373) Anchorage Global Sun‘ival Handbook, developed by Joliii, contains 23 sclf-teacliing units
Bob Henning (206r774-4iil) Edmonds, Washington and more than 130 hands-on projects. Typical projects include making a 20-year
Jody Marcello (747-8672) Sitka 1 lime capsule, developing a plan tor personal management, and developing a set
Rep. Terry Martin (233-(1990) Anchorage ' of social principles based on natural laws. .Write to John Bruce, P.O. Box 632,
Doug Phillips (260-2210) Anchorage 1 Haines AK 99827- (766-2460), for additional information on purchasing the

project. ~ il*W’
Geophysical Irislilutc Qunrterly'.  (

An excellent newsletter is publislied quaitcrly .is a public service by tlie Geophysical

Monica Thomas (474-6520) Fbks.

Publications Office, Geophysical Institute, UAF, Fairbanks, AK 99775-0800

*
. . ».’f ' ° . . (474-7863).
National Historical Pictorial Map TC Recommends Book - >
‘ - e VUV liREY Peggy Hutchins, an AGA Teacher Consultant trained at the AGA Summer
Contest Dates Set Institute, recommends the publication Geography Education. Tliis volume,

published as part of Phi Delta Kappa’s Exemplary Practice series, is designed to
L . . o lielp tcadicrs incorporate lively, engaging, geography lessons into current curriculum.
The Commission on the Bicentennial of the O.S. Constitution lias announced dates The volume is available for $20.00 from Plii Delta Kappa, P.O. Box 789
for (Ire second aiuiuai National Historical Pictorial Map Contest. The contest is Bloomington. IN 47402-0789 (812‘) 339-1156." . '
designed to encourage the study of geography within the context of early American us Census.Teacher M aterials '
history. Students arc asked to use graphic or artistic rcprcseniatior-s to map liistorical TI.ie.U S. Census Bureau has publislied a 1990 Census Education ProjectTcaching
and geographical events significant to the development of early American history. Kit. This material will be sent to all school principals tliis spring. Contact the
Students in grades 4-12 are eligible to participate. Cash awards arc given in school Customer Services Order Desk, Bureau of tiic Census, Washington, D.C. 20233.
winners at both slate and national .Ievels of the competition. T These K-12 materials arc designed primarily for use during the 1990 census, hut
e . <or > L o arc reusable. A Teacher Resource .Guide is also available Tree. Alaska data to
Last year’s first place winners were Harvester Christian Academy, Anchorage . . . Lo . ..
. . 2 supplement die national information is available from Kathryn Lizik, Alaska
(Elementary and Middle) and student Roderick Gray, Harvester Christian Academy Department of Labor, P.O. Box 25504, Juneau, AK 99802-5504 (907)465-4500
(Secondary). Second place winners were Cantwell Elementary School, St. Elizabeth Culturgrams T ' ' '
Ann Scion, Anchorage (Middle), and student Chris Halvorsen, Hollis School Pamphlets on specific nations arc available at nominal cost from Brigham Young

0, .
(Secondary). . L ' University, Box 61Y FOB, Pueblo, Ulali 84602. Hicsc pamptilcts arc compreliciisive,
Jere R . readable, practical, and yet succinct. "
Registration deadline is November.17; s.tale,'udging will take place in March, and Moon Kit e

national judging is May J5. To register,'contact lire National Bicculennial Competition A new kit of slides and information about tlie moon has been released by the
on lire Constitution and Bill of Rights, Center for Civic Education, 5J46 Douglas Fir Astronomical Society,of tlie Pacific. The 18slides include close-ups of craters
Rond, Calabnsas, California 91302 (818-340-9320). AH schools in tire state should lava tubes and mountai’ns as well as photos from the Apollo ILlanding. A 24-pagc’
recelvi information on the C.O:];?rs’t ifF|0fT‘1 't\:]rtlc'??cterfurmg September.  -; book, which accompanies the kit, has compreliensive background information
o o) e T useful for the classroom. Send $24.45 to the ASP, Moon Kit Dept. NPK, 390

) o Ashton Ave., San Francisco, CA 94i 12.
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#1— Pnticipalory lessons were a feature of the institute,
Here a group of teachers assist Tin, Peterson (center) in

some "floor work." , fefe— ...
#2—Graduation ceremonies malxed (he.end ofthe two-
week Institute with tlie faculty presentingCertificates of
acliicvement to the 31 teacher'partieipnntsiy Institute,
faculty and staff, from R to L, arc: Miirjoric Gorsuch
and Roger I’cnrson, Alliance’ Coordlnaibrs, Geoffrey
Underwood, NGS Liaison, Louie Yamiotti, Rob Moore,
Man' Bristol.FranklinGrcenough, Haivey Brandt.and
Pat Fitzgerald ‘4

the Alaska pipeline during a one-day trip to Prudhos *
Bay sponsored by BP Exploration. . Earthltnesjrulehncs. and Northwest Living. In 1968 he

M -Robcrt A. Henning (L) being congratulated by; .”" U* AJttkh Geographic Society and has publislied
Harvey Brandt on receiving the Alaska Geograpliic the Alaska Geographic scncs Of monograpis since
Alliance’s first annual Recognition Award .Herihing “J9 7 2~ teach Many more to know iuh useournatu .
was given the award at (lie Institute Banquet in recognition' rcsourtes. Hcrimig Ins served on the leering ornmi cc

of llls pioneering efforts in Alaska geograpliic education Aaska Geograpliic Alhailcc since its_|"caP 'on-
and his significant contribution to our understanding #5—Governor Sieve Cowper receives an ‘s ort
«and enjoyment of Tlie Great Land. Henning, who has aYas alollg w'1l ~’ _ hrs support 0 1

worked as a journalist and geography Icacber, has AHwice s geography efforts front Marjone Gorsuch
served as publisher of Tlic Alaska Sportsman (later durmg to informal barbeque. Dan Orcer, AGA teacher

93— Institute attendees gather at die starting point ol < renamed Alaska magazine), Milepost, Alaska Journal, participant, looks on.



Brann Selected As AGA Calendar ... r Here's'Something to
Distinguished Teacher By . ... JAAASdE Conteyd, .. N . Cheer About!

N C G E :V‘r;“I 1 Conference

p. N, o f: )

DAN GREER, Seward forhis careful listening skills at

September 20 to 23— Association of Pacific Coast the AGA Institute.

.,as°ci sa ikffci* Orn*n lim°[ Geographers, Association of American Geographers, CHARLIE MATT10LI, North Pole for lIris creative

High School, has been selected by UKNalional Council .Annuaj Mcetjng Fairbanks
for Geographic Education as the.refcipient of a 1989 ,

Distinguished Teaching Aw ~'M W d iS one of only
twenty K-12 teacheis selected, fromJhroughout the Ocograp(

cfrefls in thanking people who created summer AGA
o/mt,:. Institute

Sep,embtr *5 (o 27-Anchorage Private Schools NANC|f MCcALED. 2nd grade teacher, Peterson
Service & Anclioragc Area Council for School, Kodiak — incorporates geography into art.

United States forThis honor. He will nceivc theaward #~ Soda, S(utU« inee(il)g wi(H Jenc( CranCi Sr>- storytelling arid Celebration,

while attending the NCGE annual mating in Hershey, G ,  public & Educalional Mcdjo, NOS RON GIBBS, Ouzlnkle, Kodiak for forming astudent-
Pennsylvania. next month. . v @n,Oraii0h to export local products. -

, o . October 11 to 14—National Council for Geograpliic JULIEFROSTandCHARLIECRANGLE,5lhgrade
David includes geography .1 nil of his instnicUon. In Mcc(i  Hcishcy> PA '* . teachers, Seward, did amanielous unit on geography or

addition to combining history. and. gcography as a
recninr nnrt rtf hie riohlll ornritf&fihl chi,line rinee UI. 1-

woodsliop classes. *4-

David concentrates on in.erdiscipliniuy approaches to
his teaching and team tauglu with an art teachercreating ind OurEmtrwmmt
maps which incorporated "good.geography and good

November 12 to 18— Geography Awareness Week

. Seward involving the fishing industry,
K ERNIR iMANP.WAL. Sitka, lItIS done a Geoportrail

BARBARASCHMIDTMAN, Central JHS, Anchorage,
has a super word search about oil and oil-related
vocabulary.

Novenlber 16_ TaMadl on r ATNET, Geography SYLVIA HUGHES. Anderson, Tri-Valley, wrote a

fantastic tbcnic poem on the oil spill during the AGA
Institute.;--fc

art.” He has\ngkgd With ”1%&‘3*‘9@' Iibrarigﬂ iH QHHF April 19 to 21—JointConfcrence "Education Partneislup:  DAVE HANSON, Mountain Village, plays a 20

(f)n historical fiction in which student researched their  Connections for the 90°’s”
anNy trees and then wrote daily journals from the

.*.Queslions Game wlth.lds high school students using a
- mv -4;v:map of Aiaska.

perspeetive of seventeenth %HE\!WL!jﬂ%lﬂi; Be  gune 1o to™at ALA SsammarGeography Insiiiulfc "ATORENEJACKSON KibeachElementaryKcnai,

gencological research reaped unexpe(,J[e results when
David and two students discovered that,they all had
ancestors on (he Mayflower !uid (hat; Indeed, tlie three

of them were rclatcdl o [
David has involved his students in.tlic Gcograpliy .
Olympiad and the 1988 Geography Bee.’; fie has teen
S
Ys'.'r,: -
~ m Kk
"milige In the world Is MalawiZ. There Is nov a place in Anchorage,
a student my ask. ' Alaska vhich specialises in napa and
globes, atlases and nap ganes or all
Ageography teacher my aak» - sorts. They take apert.| order and
"Vhere in Alaska my 1 go to. purchase orders froo teachers and
order caps of the world, cgntin?(n_t' school districts. They accept MG
naticna, Alaska', etc? Afd howk-it Viva, Anerlcan Express, o
about sapa of tine and space Where Is this_geo place? It's
(astronory) for geo science? Or o' | Kaps Kapa Hapa: Tiie Haps Place at
anatcgf charts - caps of the tody - 700 E. Benson Blvd. In the Country
Mor biology? CviHi 'Village Hall, Anchorage. AK 99503

. Phone 907-P7THUPS

A .
I you need scae visual aids to help you tesch iap and geography skills ao our
Alaslan st>3nts improve on the lovm Basics, you might Just like to check out the

Majb Place, a one stop np specialty shop/*'

By the vay, where in the vorld is Halavi?
PS  to you knov where to find the lovt Basics, Chicago, Honolulu and Houston in
the *?*h state??? Bf sure to ask about the rew line of Alaikana educational rnpa.
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. E, integrates geoghiphy, English and reading in 4th grade
4 i;- - 7 classesi
., KATHLEEN BRANDT, Baranof Elementary, Sitka,
did a {ireseiitation at the AGA Institute, on mapping a
town from the cididren's pctspccllve.
Y NANCY M Ori’ETt,; Nikiski Elementary, Kcnai,
Inlegfales reading tmd geography llirough'inspired
V: mee|cacldrig.'’4'.~b!*4'Si’
- KASS FRt6Nd, Raveiiwood Elemen lary, Anchorage,
T'm’ "r brings celebrations froin around tlie world alive for her
T kindergarten students.
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A World atlas activity program organized by
five fundamental geographic themes: Location
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Geocqraphy Awareness Week
elebrated Statewide

Alaska’s two highest elected
officialswill be among those taking

aii active role in celebrating Geog-

raphy Awareness Week November
12ththrough 18th. GovemorSteve
Cowper has issued a proclamation
making Alaska one of the many
statesjoining Congress in support-
ing public awareness ofthe need for
geography education.

Louie Yannotti, Chairper-
sonofthe AGA Geography Aware-
ness Week Committee, has invited
Cowper to share his interest in and
knowledge of geography with stu-
dents at Floyd Dryden Middle
School, Juneau. Cowper will talk
about his trip from Providenva to
Vladivostok. He will discuss the
Soviet environment, how it com-
pares to Alaska, and how govem-
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Geography Bee Plans Progress

Jody Marcello reports that
plans for this year’s geography bee
aremoving right along! More than
200 of the 30,000 schools regis-
tered nationally are Alaska schools.
National Geographic Society pack-
ets should be available early in Janu-
ary.

Of the 200 schools partici-
pating, the 100 top qualifiers will
reach tlie state competition in Match.

ment officials deal with com-
mon environmental problems
such as pollution, rape of the
land, open-cast (strip) mining,
and preserving endangered
species. Oneexample ofSoviet
concern forendangered species
is the attempt to save a giant
sturgeon which inhabits the
Amur River. This fish moves
downstream to China where resi-
dents freely catch and eat so
many that the species is endan-
gered.

Lieutenant Governor
Steve McAlpine will also trike
to the classroom to teach about
the environment, the theme of
Geography Awareness Week

99 (GAW). He will meet with
et (Continued on Pg. 6)
Additional details will he ) _
passed on as soon as they | Mismonthin.
are available. Meanwhile, The Alliance Reporter
if you need more informa-
tion, contact: Jody Mar- Lesson Plan:

cello at 747-8672 (w), 747-
3623 (h), or D;ui Roope at
874-3395 (w), 874-3212

(h).

Alaska—On the Edge? .. p. 3

AGA Teacher Consultants...p. 4
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The Alliance Reporter

F%m?' * tublt«lted five t|n>c«
rnrb e A epartmen
Educatton T Ie rﬁ)urﬂeose of the Ez—:é:mems 0
Alaskans informed about the activities
of|I Alaska Geographic Alliance and |ssues
which impact geagraphic education. Please
send news |tems comments and stories to

Karen Cant on, 'Editor, Al

P.0. BosF. Juneau. AKQ%].'Lort %

on the Untver5|ty of Alaska Comp uter

Network. Allianoscoorinators are Mauorte

Gorsuch De\partmentofEducatton P.0. Bos
Juneal B and

Ro er Pearson. Departmen Geograph

University of Alaska Fairbanks, Faifban

AK 04 This publication 15

made possible by a grant from die National
Geographic Society.

Teaching Resources

Available

Educators who subscribe (o Newsweek’s
Social Studies or Economics programs
for their class are eligible to receive a
Geography Skills Resource Kit free.
The kit includes a world map, world
map directory, detailed city and state
road maps, and instructional programs
and linemaslers to reinforce hasic map
skills and understanding of key geog-
raphy themes. For more information
on this offer, write to Newsweek, Edu-
cation Division. P.O. Box 414, Living-
ston. New York 07039-9939.

GeolLeanting has developed a set of
lesson plans to use in conjunction with
their line of geography games and
puzzles. Geofile consists of 20 hands-
on learning activities which teach ba-
sic geographic concepts. More infor-
mation can be obtained by writing to
GeoLeanting Corporation, P.0. Box
2042 Sheridan. WY 82801 (307)764-
6436.

Geography: A Resource Rook for
Secondary Schools, by A. David Mill
and Regina McCormick ($35).

This book highlights disciplinary fun-
damentals as set forth in the widely

adopted Guidelinesfor GeographicEdu-
cation of the Association of American
Geographers and National Council for
Geographic Education. Written inanon-
technical style and from a geographer’s
perspective, the book features 215 fig-
ures, eight tables, maps, charts, author/
title/subject index, and a glossary of geo-
graphic terms. Contact Gretchen Marks,
ABC-CLIO. P.0. Box 4397. Santa Bar-
bara, CA 93140-4397.

Cram has Topic maps available. These
poster maps are available on a subscrip-
tion basis, or you may order previous
issues. They are published 10 limes a
year. Each month, acurrent issues map is
made available. A subscription is avail-
able for $85per year. Contact the George
Cram Company, 301 South LaSalle Street,
P.O. Box 426, Indianapolis, Indiana 46206.

GlobalGraphics and Resources provides
high quality graphic images (books/maps/
posters/printers/greeting cards), objects,
and prose that will increase appreciation
ofthe planet and its peoples. Some prod-
ucts include Hugg-a-Planet Earth; The
Changing Cily/Counltyside; and Tlie Earth
from Space, They also do copy, layout,
and design for primed communications
such as newsletters, brochures, catalogs,
and curriculum. Contact Global Graphics
and Resources, 2108 Hillside Dr., Burl-
ingame, CA 94010.

Free information is available on most
Central and South American countries
through the Organization of American
%t%tes, General Secretariat, Washington,

For afree map and briefinformation on
U.S. Indian groups, contact; Indian Rights
Association, 1506 Race St., Philadelphia,
PA 19102

TheNationalPark Service offersaprimer
on last year's fires at Yellowstone. The
primer puls the fires into an historical con-
text. The report also examines the role of
fire in Yellowstone’s wilderness ecosys-
tem, and discusses why the fires burnedso
extensively, as well as what was done to
fight them. Teachers may obtain copies
of The Yellowstone Fires: A Primer on
the 19SS Fire Season, free of charge.

2

Contact: Yellowstone Fire Primer, Divi-
sion of Interpretation, National Park Serv-
ice, P.0. Box 168 Yellowstone National

tiUK, TT i 6~7~120)]

The Earth Awareness Classroom is a
resource for challenging student views of
the world by presenting them with an ex-
traordinary map. It is a 20-foot-high forced-
air balloon that is painted with an accu-
rately scaled map of the planet and fea-
tures a zipper in the Pacific Ocean so that
students can see theworld from the inside.
The Earth Awareness Classroom can. be
rented front Criteria Architects, Inc., P.O.
(%8 é619607,8t. Paul,MN 55119(619)436-

National Council for Geographic Educa-
tion Membership $25. Members receive
the Journal of Geography and the Per-
spective Newsletter bimonthly. Contact:
NCGE, Indiana University of Pennsylva-
nia, Indiana, PA 15705, (412)357-6290.

Population GrowthRateand Life Expec-
tancy at Birth. Two poster kits with ac-
companying teaching guides and wall maps
are available from The World Bank. For
a catalog of World Bank publications, or
to order, send $5.95each to: World Bank
Publications, Dept. 0552 Washington, D.C.
20073-0552

Themes\ Key ldeasand Learning A ctivi-
ties. This volume presents a framework
fordeveloping courses of study formiddle
and secondary school social studies pro-
grams. Also presented are several sample
course formats illustrating how the frame-
work may be implemented. The funda-
mental themes in geographic education
provide the basis for the framework. The
suggested learning opportunities are de-
signed to incorporate various levels of
thinking. These opportunities direct at-
tention to the knowledge, skills, and atti-
tudes that result in a total geography course.
Individual copies are available at only
$6.00each. Bulk prices are available on
orders of 10 or more. Order additional
copies for your teacher colleagues and
curriculum personnel. Write to: National
Council for Geographic Education, 16A
Leonard Hall, Indiana University ofPenn-
sylvania, Indiana, PA 15705,



1 Alaska— On the Edge or Near the Center?
Lesson Plan
o #f By Charlie Mattiol:, North Foie High School o
*g o

Introduction

Most world map projections show Alaska
on the fringe or edge of the world, failing
to reveal its geograpliic centrality in tlie
air age. In this lesson, students will dis-
cover the notion of "great circle routes"
and Alaska’s strategic location in the jet
age.

Objectives

1 Students will understand that only a
polarmap projection oraglobe accurately
shows Alaska's strategic geograpliic lo-
cation in the jet age.

2 Students will know that the shortest
route between any two points on the earth
is a great circle route or arc.

3.Students will be able to cite evidence
supporting the idea that Alaska has astra-
tegic location in the jet age.

Time: 2-3class periods
Materials:

World Map (Mercator type
projection)

Globes and/or polar projection map

String or yam

Procedure:

1.Using some string or yam and a Merca-
tor type wall map of the world, have
students find the distance and general
route (countries traveled over) between
each of the following pairs of cities:

Wasliington D.C., U.S.A. toTokyo, Japan

New York City, U.S.A. to T aipei, Tai-
wan

London, England to Seoul, South Korea

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil to Tokyo, Japan

Copenhagen, Denmark to Peking, Peoples’
Republic of China

Students should take two important fac-
tors into account: 1) no route should ﬁ_ass
overany part of the Soviet Union or China

(except for Peking route), and 2) students
shouldplanarefuelingstopinamajorcity
about halfway .along the route.

2.Based on the results of (heir findings
from #1, students should be asked to ac-
cept or reject the following statements
(take a tally of results):
a. Tlie shortest distance between two
places on the earth is a straight line.
b.In the jet age, Alaska is not strategi-
cally located on major air routes be-
tween Europe, Brazil, the eastern
United States, and the Far East.

3.Using a globe and some string, have
students repeat Activity #1

4 Compare the results. Were there any
important differences? Can you explain
why? This is a good time for you as the
teacher tointroduce the students to what a
great circle route is. "A great circle route
Is a line between any two points on the
earth that if continued would circle the
earth and divide it into two equal halves,
Itis the shortest distance between auy two
points on the earth.”

5. Ask students to reassess this statement:
"The shortest distance between any two
placesonthe earthis astraightline.” (The
statement would be true if the earth were
flat. It isn’t of course, but most maps
project itassuch, sowe runinto the differ-
ences in results from Activities #1 and
#2)

6.1s there any evidence based on the com-
parison in Exercise #4 that Alaska may
have a more strategic role along interna-
tional routes than previously thought?

7.Based on what students have already
learned in this lesson, have them explain:
a. Why Emperor Hirohito of Japan
stopped in Anchorage on his way to
Wasliington. D.C. in the course ofhis
first trip out of Japan.
b. Why the Pope and the president
met in Fairbanks in May, 1984,

The Pope was on his way to
Korea; the president was return-
ing from Korea.

¢. Why presidents Nixon. Ford, and
Carter stopped in Alaska on trips
to the Far East.

d.Why Eielson Air Force Base. Fair
banks, is a support base with KC
135 tankers used to refuel B-52's
in midair.

e. Why Elmendorf Air Force Base
near Anchorage his squadrons of
F-15 interceptor fighters.

f. Why along string of Distant Early
Warning radar stations is located
in northern Alaska and Canada to
detect ICBMs.

9. Ask the students to reconsider this
statement: “In thejet age, Alaska
is not strategically located on major
air routes between Europe, Bra-
zil, the eastern United States, and
tlie Far East.

Debriefing

1. Why do most maps fail to show
Alaska’s strategic geographic location?
2. Whatis agreatcircle route? Why is
it important?

3.What evidence can you cite indicat-
ing that Alaska is strategically located
in the modem jet age?

Follow-up:

1 Have students research an answer to
tliis question: Why is it that Alaska is
not as strategically located as an inter-
national port for ships in need of refu-
eling, etc.?

2 General Billy Mitchell, who fore-
saw the importance of air powerin the
1920's (long before others had) once
said of Alaska’s location, "hi the air
age, whoever controls Alaska can
control the world." Huw would you
evaluate that statement more <han 60
years after it was spoken?



Are you looking for a guest
speaker for your classroom or
faculty meeting?

Do you need ateacher-conducted
inservice presentation?

Do you need information about
die Alaska Geograpliic Alliance?

Are you seeking materials for a
workshop?

Forananswertoall o&the aboye
questions and more..
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j Introducing

..Jody Marcello— Jody Marcello is asocial studies teacher at
Blatchley Middle School in the Sitka School District. She
earned a Master of Education degree front Texas A&M University
and taught in Texas. A four year resident of Alaska, Jody has
devottd time and energy to her professional and community
life since coming to the stale. She is an active member of the
Alaska Council For The Social Studies and served as co-chair
of the ACSS 1989 Conference Program Committee. She is a
member of the Alaska Geographic Alliance and chaired the
first Geography Bee in the state. Community service includes
involvement in Sitkans Against Family Violence, the Sitka
Council on Alcoholism and odter Drug Abuse, the Sitka
Historical Society and other community organizations.

Below is anexceqil from the interest statement she wrote as
part of her application for the NGS Summer Geography
Institute.

As asocial studies educator, it is my responsibility
to motivate students to explore beyond houndaries
that they do not even know exist when they walk
into my classroom. | cannot simply be a pilot that
carriesthem toaboundary line and then leaves them
togo onheyond it alone. Itisimperative that lteach
them to navigate themselves not only to tlie boundary
line to look beyond, but also out into the unknown
and back "home” again.

' Jody Marcello |

Dan Roope

..Dan Roope  Dan Roope, currently in his fifth year of
teaching in Southeastern villages, is asocial studies teacher
at Wrangell Middle School. Dan i>a graduate of Eastern
Washington University and attended Idaho State University.
He has travelled extensively, participated in archaeological
digs, and lias sailing experience, including advanced map
skills, chart, and navigational expertise. He has mastered
bilingual word processing (Tlingit) and uses the computer
extensively in the classroom.

Exlferpts of Dan’s NGS Summer Institute Application essay
follow:

The educational goals that | have for tny students
are well addressed by the teaching of geo raEhy.
These goals are: to equip my students with skills
and knowledge nos directly learned from tire natural
environment; todevelopcharacterandpersonality;
to realize and use individual talents; to achieve
social harmony on a national and international
level; and to increase awareness of group culture
and heritage.... As America continues to strive for
social harmony— national or international— our
failings in the social studies curriculum are apparent
Americans continue to be intolerant of cultural
diversity, and often our approach is ethnocentric
rather then culturally tolerant. If we are tc address
our failings in cultural literacy, then we must work
hard to improve our geography curriculum.

Sputniks Calling W ater C ats!
Computer Links Juneau and Moscow Students Through WORLD 2000

October 11 1989, The prin-
cipal’s office—now telecommunications
central of Moscow School #1201—was
packed with excited teachers, students,
and administrators. The mood wasexu-
berant and expectant. Twenty-five, four-
leen-year-old Soviet students, the
Moscow halfofthe WORLD 2000 proj-

Alcxev, Vanya, Olga. Lena, and Lena.
We are very excited about this proj-
ect. Wc shall do our best to manage
thisidea. Wt shall be friends! We are
interested in problems of ocean. Our
dreams are friendship, peace all over
the world, and clean planet! Bye
Bye!!!
To reach this moment, an in-

their Soviet counterparts.

WORLD 2000 is a student-
centered international curriculum
development program which harnesses
the power of cooperative learning and
the immediacy oftelecommunications
to give today’s children a voice in
shaping theirown future world. Envi-
ronmental issues such as global warm-

ect, were about to send their first tele-
communication message to their counter-
parts at Juneau-Douglas High School.
The first student grouphovered intently
around the glowing computer screen as
their typist entered their transmission:
Hello, Alaska! The name of our
group is the Water Cats. We arc

structional team of Juneau educators, Kathy
Odegaard, Nancy Seamount, and Jason
Older, worked intensely with Soviet stu-
dentsand stafffora week in Moscow. The
team provided workshops, inservice train-
ing. and classroom instruction to develop
cooperative learning gtoups, a fisl for

ing, deforestation, nuclear threat, air
and water pollution, and species ex-
tinction are topic areas. Students arc
responding with vigor and hope, view-
ing themselves as world citizens,
comradeswhotogethercan shape their
world.



Geography Awareness
Activities Presented
(Continued from Pg. 1)

AGA Teacher Consultant Bob-
bie Lowden’s students at Marie
Drake Middle School, Juneau.
Ms. Lowden’s students have heen
preparing for the event by using
the GAW packets developed hy
the National Geographic Soci-
ety. They have researched glohal
issues such as oil spills, earth-
quakes, and tropical ram forest
depletion.

Geography Reform Undertaken in

The education minister in Mar-
garet Thatcher’sgovernmentre-
cently announced the appoint-
mentofaten-member commis-
sion charged with determining
the nature of the geography
component that all children will
study under the national curricu-
lum. The commission is in part
a response to the poor showing
on a recent survey which dem-

American

American Expressissponsoring
two separate geography compe-
titions to address the critical need
for improved geography educa-
tion in America. With one
competition for teachers and
anothei for students, more than
$125,000 in travel prizes will he
awarded.

The student competition is open
toall students ingrades 7-12. In-
dividuals or groups may enter
projects based on one of the fol-

A special Talkback program,
“Watching Your Waste— Garbage
and the Great Land," will feature
the ielutiOiisliip between Alaska’s
geography and solid waste disposal.

AGA Teacher ConsultantMary Br-

istol will be one of three panelists
answering student questions during

the live, one-hour, interactive tele-

vision program airing statewide on
RATNET on November 16th.

Additional school and com -

munity awareness activities have
been planned by members of the
AGA Geography Awareness Week
Committee.

lowing three themes: 1)The Con-
nected World; 2) Tlie Geography of
Earning a Living; 3) Human Im-
pacton Planet Earth, The teacher’s
competition is open to individual
teachers of geography or related
disciplines and involves submissions
ofup to three innovative geographic
teaching ideas. Tlie deadline for
postmarked registration forms is
Novemhber 30, 1989. The project
submission deadline is March 31,
1990. and winners will he selected

the

Geography Awareness Week
Committee

cnaupeison. Louie iannotti,
Juneau

Audrey Copeland, Fairbanks
Steve Ex, Eagle River
Marlene Keene, Nikiski
Bohbie Lowden, Juneau
Teresa Matetich, Wasilla
Susanne Niebuhr, North Pole
Tim Peterson, Kenai
Barbara Schmidtman, Anchorage
Donna Victors, Big Lake

United Kingdom

onstrated that too many British
youngsters have limited place loca-
tion skills. Sir Leslie Fielding of
Sussex University and a former
diplomat has been named to head
the group. He pledges to return
rigor to the teaching of geography.
“There’s got to be more mental
discipline," he said, “facts, argu-
ment, evidence, rather than philoso-
phy or opinion.”

Express Announces Geography Competition

for both competitions in all tluee
theme categories on May 4, 1990.

The American Express Geography
Competition acknowledges thecol-
laboration and support of the Asso-
ciation of American Geographers
and the Geographic Education
National Implementation Project
(GENIP). For more information,
contact American Expiess at (800)
782-8528 from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30
p.m. Pacific Time.
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Alaska map stirsup media

ByDAVE PATRICK
TimesJotmh Bureau - "
- JUNEAU— Alaska isback oh tlie national media ri
|ng1 the introduction of a resolution by a state lawn
calls for the placement of a geographically correct
national maps. ;

"This (national attention) all started yesterday )
Today called in the morning and said they wanted fo
and so we did an Interview,*said Rep. Fran Ulrnefy:
sponsor of the House joint resolution. A .call.-iollowi
thereafterfrom a radio news service, which touched c
of interview requests from other radio stations.
~iTheresolution calls on magazines, newspapers, e «
lishera and map publishers to place Alaska in_the
corner- of all maps used of the Unitied States. The i
from the formereditorofa weekly juneaunewspaper

"I gota letter from a little school girl in Michigan
ago, whose test was marked wrong because she plac
in the northwest corner," explained Den Blur-ie, forr
of the Capital City weekly. The teacher marked the student®
?eography test wrong, saying Alaska belonged in a.b )x setoff.
rom the southwestcomerof Califorhia/hesaid /\" ,;



