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Table 4,—Motor-Vehide Occupants in Crashes With Severe or FalaJ Injuries by Seat Position*

Motor-Vehicle Occupants 1903 1964

t w

1965 1986 1987
Front-seal occupants 

Alt
No. in crashes 24157 24672 25204 26 729 28850
% severely or 

fatally injured 4.06 4.70 4.98 4.64 3.95
Drivers 

No. in crashes 17 539 18151 18491 19757 21316
% severely or 

laully injured 4.17 4.62 4.99 4.59 3.91
Occupants of right front saat 

No. In crashes 5e '3 5829 6078 6413 6773
% severely or 

fatally injured 3.60 4.79 459 4.55 4.10
Nontargeted occupants 

All
No. in crashes 8077 8231 8868 9207 10194
% severely or 

lalally injured 3.76 4.59 4,72 4.61 3.90
Rear-seat occupants 

No. in crashes 2S04 2848 3049 3101 3303
%severelyor 

lalally injured 2.55 3.05 2.49 2.90 2.39

* 10% sample during first 9 mo ot year. Nonta/geted occupants are persons to whom the seat-belt law did not pertain, 
viz, occupants of nontargeted vehicles, rear-seat occupants, and persons <6  years old.

Table 5.—Drivers Severely Injured or Killed in Targeted Vehicles in Front-End Crushes by Time Period and Level of Vehicle Damage*
% (No.) o l Driven Seven ly Injured or Killed 

by Level of Vahlcle Damage

Time Period Mild Modente Seven
Belorelhelaw
(1/83-9/85) 1.09 (113/10336) 5.53 (256/4627) 22.05 (344/1560)

During warning period 
(10/85-12/86) 1.18 (60/5066) 5.22 (121/2320) 20.42 (164/803)

Alter 525 fine 
(1/87-9/87) 0.92 (29/3140) 4.10f (54/1316) 20.79 (95/457)

•10% sam p le .
tP<-05 (derived from 2x2 tables comparing the number ol drivers with or without severe or fatal Injuries; drivers 

be fore tha law were compared with drivers during warning period and after 525 fine).Table 5 includes x* analyses of severe and fatal injuries for drivers of targeted vehicles in-front-end crashes by the severity of vehicle damage for the three periods. Data for drivers .in non-front- end crashes and for other occupants are not shown. When data before the law and during the warning period were compared, significant decreases in the proportions of persons with severe and fatal injuries were noted for drivers in moderate non-front-end crashes (OR = 1.23 (95% Cl, 1.03 to 1.47], X*=5.7I P=.017) and for occupants of the right front seat in moderate front- end crashes (OR = 1.50 [95% Cl, 1.06 to2.31], x, =5.6, P=.018).When data before the law and after the fine were compared, significant decreases in severe and fatal injuries were noted for drivers in moderate front-end crashes (OR = 1.37 [95% Cl,1.00 to 1.87], x’ =4.2, P=.040). A sig­nificant decrease was also noted for drivers in moderate non-front-end crashes (OR = 1.41 [95% Cl, 1.13 to

1.76], x*=9.6, P=.002X Decreases in severe and fatal injuries were also noted for occupants of the right front seat in moderate front-end crashes (OR = 1.87 [95% Cl, 1.10 to 3.22], x'=6-0, P=.014). No significant differences were noted for occupants of the right front seat in non-front-end crashes.Comparisons of the percentages of nontargeted occupants with severe or fatal injuries in crashes for the first nine months of each year revealed a signifi­cant decrease between 1985 (4.72%) and 1987 (3.90%) (OR=1.22 [95% Cl, 1.06 to 1.41], x'=7.8, P=.005; Table 4) Most of this decrease occurred between 1986 (4.61%) and 1987 (3.90%) (OR = 1.19 [95% Cl, 1.03 to 1.37], x'=5.9, P=.016). A significant difference in proportions was observed for 1986 (3.50%) and 1987 (2.49%) when rear- seat occupants older than 5 years of age in targeted vehicles were evaluated for severe or fatal injuries in crashes (OR=1.42, [95% Cl, 1.00 to 2.02], XI=4.3, P=.039; Table 3). Among other

nontargeted occupants, a decrease in the percentages of severe and fatal inju­ries was also observed (although it was not statistically significant) between 1986 (5.00%) and 1987 (4.36%). Whether these trends toward reductions in se­vere and fatal injuries among nontar­geted persons refect technological im­provements in automotive safety or changes in seat-belt use secondary to the law could not be determined using this data set
COMMENTWe observed significant reductions in severe and fatal injuries in crashes among front-seat car occupants who were targeted by a mandatory seat-belt law, especially after implementation of a $25 fine for infractions. These reduc­tions were in excess of those observed among other occupants of the same ve­hicles. These results are consistent with reductions in morbidity and mortality observed elsewhere after mandatory belt-use legislation/11Estimates of the frequency of belt use by persons involved in nonfatal colli­sions are dependent on self-reporting to the investigating officer. Where there are seat-belt laws, self-reported belt use appears to be overestimated for all but the most severely or fatally injured. This would result in underestimation of the lawb effect on morbidity and mor­tality for that segment of the population whose belt use has changed in resDonse to the law. Injuries not apparent at the crash would also go unreported, as would crashes that did not involve inju­ry or significant damage. Such underre­porting alters measures of seat-belt ef­fectiveness to the extent that such injuries would be less prevalent among belted persons than among nonbelted persons. However, there is no reason to suppose an effect of belt use on the reli­ability, validity, or completeness of crash reports.Significant underreporting has been reported in official statistics of injuries from motor-vehicie collisions.11 If a dif­ferential shift in reporting occurred in favor of a given degree of injury, the results of this study would have been biased accordingly. Aside from a slowly increasing trend toward more severe and fatal injury reported for front-seat occupants before the law (Tables 3 and 4), a review of North Carolina crash data from 1979 through 1985 revealed no shift in injury distributions in crashes reported over several yearn before pas­sage of the law. There is no reason to suppose that there was such a shift in underreporting in the two years after passage of the law.Ridit analyses revealed that the seat-
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c cbelt law has not altered the relationship of driver alcohol involvement to injury outcome when one controls for crash severity. This is not surprising because alcohol is thought to reduce tolerance to impact’ 11 and because North Carolina data consistently indicate less-frequent belt use among drivers involved with alcohol.Dramatic increases in seat-belt use that occur immediately after seat-belt legislation are generally not sustained over time1*; the initial increase in belt use is followed by a decline, typically about four months after the law takes effect." For the first nine months of 1987, the mean observed percentages of persons belted in North Carolina were 68% for drivers and 66% for occupants of the right front seat. Although these per­centages decreased to 60% and 58%, re­spectively, in January 1988, seat-belt use has increased subsequently, with percentages of 63% for drivers and 63% for occupants of the right front seat ob­served in August 1988. Although pre­sent seat-belt use levels are lower than those in the nine-month period studied after implementation of the fine, the dif­ference is small, and seat-belt use ap­pears to be increasing again in North Carolina.Whereas special enforcement cam­paigns undertaken elsewhere have re­sulted in dramatic increases in compli­ance with seat-belt laws,1*-17 no suchReference*
1. Campbell DT, Stanley JC: Experimental and Quasi-experimental Designs for Research. Chica­go, Rand McNally, 1963.2. Feinberg SE: The Analysis of Cross-Classified Data. Cambridge, Maas, MITPreas, 1977.3. Snedecor GW, Cochran WG: Statistical Meth­ods. Ames, Iowa, Iowa State University Press, 1980.4. Flciss JL: Statistical Methods for Rales and Proportions, ed 2. New York, John Wiley & Sons Inc. 1981.5. Brass IDJ: How to use ridit analysis. Biometrics 1968;14:18-38.6. Mantel N: Chi-square teat with one degree of freedom: Extensions of the Mantel-Hieiisiel proce­dure. J  Am Statist Assoc 1963;58:690-700.7. Waller PF, Stewart JR, Hansen AR, et al: The potentiating effects of alcohol on driver injury. JAMA 1986;256:1461-1466.8. National Safety Council: Vehicle Damage Scale

campaign has yet occurred in North Carolina. During the first nine months of 1987, the State Highway Patrol is­sued 27 924 citations with fines (3103 per month) compared with 123521 warning tickets for belt-law violations issued in 1986 (10 290 per month) by the same agency. In the absence of efforts to maximize enforcement, the de­creases in morbidity and mortality pre­sented here may not be sustained with­out other interventions (eg, educational efforts or installation of automatic restraintsX Impact studies are needed so that leg­islators and voters can determine whether mandating buckling up is worth the inconvenience and sacrifice of personal freedom. This study indicates that the North Carolina law has reason­ably achieved its legislative intent If one compares the numbers of severe and fatal injuries among targeted per­sons for the first nine months of 1987 (approximately 8220) with those of the first nine months of 1985 and 1986 (ap­proximately 9040 and 9060, respective­ly) and extrapolates to 12 months, ap­proximately 1100 fewer severe and fatal injuries per year would be observed among targeted persons in North Caro­lina after implementation of the $25 fine. If one considers the total popula­tion of North Carolina (approximately 6 000 000), these data indicate that an­nually as many as one in every 5400
for Traffic Accident Investigators, ed 3. Chicago, National Safety Council, 1984.9. Wagenaar AC, Maybee RC-, Sullivan KP: Man­datory seat belt laws in eight atates: A time-serics evaluation. J  Safety Res 1988;19:51-70.10. Campbell BJ, Campbell FA: Seat Belt Experi­ence in Fbur Foreign Countries Compared to the United States. Chapel Hill, NC, University ot North Carolina Highway Safety Research Center,1986.11. Williama AF, Lund AK: Seat belt use laws and occupant crash protection in the United States. Am J  Public Health 1986;76:1438-1442.12. Rood DH, Kraichy PP: The effects of manda­tory occupant restraint legislation on safety belt use in Near York State, in Proceedinge ofthe Amer­ican Association of Automotive Medians, Montre­al, 1986.13. HedlundJ: Casualty reductions resulting from safety belv use laws, in Effectiveness of Safety Belt

North Carolinians could be spared a se­vere or fatal injury because of this inter­vention, provided that the belt-use lev­els observed in the first nine months of 1987 are again attained. Although the expected protective value of buckling up is low for the individual, the data indicate that the collective advantage is large.When North Carolina crash data from the period before implementation of the $25 fine were compared with data from the first nine months of 1987, significant reductions ware found in severe and fa­tal injuries for persons targeted by the law. The extent to which these reduc­tions are directly attributable to a man­datory belt-use law remains unknown, but the law was the major automotive safety intervention introduced state­wide during the periods examined. Whereas these data support the hy­pothesis that mandating seat-belt use results in reductions in crash-associated morbidity and mortality in targeted groups, compliance with the law and maintenance of these reductions will be a function of enforcement and educa­tional efforts.
We thank the North Carolina Division of Motor Vehicles, Raleigh, for making statewide crash data available for this study, B. J. Campbell, PhD, for advice, and Eric Rodgman, MPH, for assistance in computer programming.

Use Laws: A Multinational Examination, US Dept of Transportation publication (HS) 80 7018. National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 1985, pp 73-97.14. BarancikJI, Fife D: Discrepancies in vehicular crash injury reporting: Northeastern Ohio trauma study IV. Accid Atuil Prev 1985;17:147-154.’15. Committee on lYaumn Research, Commission on Life Sciences, National Research Council, and the Institute ot Medicine: Injury in America.
. Washington, DC, National Academy Press, 1985.16. Jonah BA, Dawson NE, Smith GA: Effects of a selective traffic enforcement program on seat belt usage. JAppl Psychol 1982;67:89-96.17. Williams AF, Lund AK, Preusser DF, et al: Results of a seat belt use law enforcement and Publicity campaign in Elmira, N.Y. Accid Anal Prev 1987;19:243-249.
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P r o s p e c t i v e  S t u d y  o f  t h e  E f f e c t  o f  

S a f e t y  B e l t s  o n  M o r b i d i t y  a n d  

H e a l t h  C a r e  C o s t s  i n  

M o t o r - V e h i c l e  A c c i d e n t s

Elizabeth Mueller Orsay, MD; Timothy L. Turnbull, MD; Mary Dunne, MD;
John A. Barrett, MD; Patricia Langenberg, PhD; Charles P. Orsay MD

To assess the impact of safety belt use on the extent of injuries sustained in 
motor-vehicie accidents and the incurred health care costs, 1364 patients were 
prospectively evaluated at four Chicago-area hospitals. Of these, 791 (58%) 
were wearing a safety belt whereas 573 (42%) were not. The mean injury 
severity score for safety belt wearers was 1.8 ± 0.07 vs 4.51 ± 0.31 in those not 
wearing a safety belt. Only 6,6% of safety belt wearers required admission vs 
19.2% of those not wearing a safety belt. Restrained occupants incurred mean 
charges of $534 ± $67 compared with $1583 ± $201 in unrestrained occupants. 
Thus, safety belt wearers had a 60.1% reduction in severity of injury, a 64.6% 
decrease in hospital admissions, and a 66.3% decline in hospital charges. Our 
findings demonstrate the significant societal burden of nonuse of safety belts in 
terms of morbidity and the costs of medical care. (JAMA 1988;260:3598-3603)TRAUMA resulting from motor-vehi­cie accidents (MVAs) represents a ma­jor challenge to our health care delivery system and a significant societal bur­den. Motor-vehicie accidents are the leading cause of death in Americans aged 5 to 34 years and the seventh lead­ing cause of death overall.1 In 1982. an estimated 3.2 million people were in­jured in MVAs, of whom approximately1.4 million were treated in emergency departments and 350 000 required hos­pitalization.1 As a result of MVA-assod-
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ated injuries, 1.3 million years of poten­tial life before age 65 years were lost in1984.' The overall economic loss to the United States attributable to MVAs in 1980 has been estimated to be $57.2 billion.4The Department of Transportation postulates that universal use of safety belts would reduce MVA-related fatali-
See also pp 3593 and 3651.ties by 50% and injuries by 65%.* Previ­ous studies, based on police reports' or National Highway Traffic Safety Ad­ministration records,’ report a reduc­tion of serious injury of belted front-seat occupants of 43% to 52%' and a decline in fatalities of 43%.’ lb our knowledge, no prospective studies based on medical data liave specifically attempted to as­sess the efficacy with which safety belt use may prevent injury from motor-ve­hicular trauma. We undertook the fol­lowing prospective study to assess the effect of Bafety belt use on the extent of injuries sustained during MVAs as well as the economic impact of their use.

MATERIALS AND METHODSDuring the period of Jan 1 to July 1, 1986, data were collected on patients who presented after an MVA to the emergency department or trauma unit of four Chicago-area hospitals. Two of these hospitals (Mercy Hospital- and Medical Center and Illinois Masonic Medical Center, Chicago) were urban community hospitals, one was a public inner-city hospital (Cook County Hospi­tal, Chicago), and the fourth was a large suburban community hospital (Luther­an General Hospital, Park Ridge, 111). These four hospitals were selected be­cause they cover a wide geographic area within Cook County and a wide range of Bocioeconomic groups. In addition, the selected hospitals receive patients from a large assortment of urban crash set­tings, including expressways (high speeds) and dty streets Gower speeds). Patients involved in MVAs that oc­curred in rural areas were not included.All patients who presented with complaints referable to an MVA that had taken place within the previous 24 hours were eligible for inclusion. Pedes­trians, bicyclists, motorcyclists, bus passengers, and those in trucks with more than two axles were excluded. Each weekday, the logs of each emer­gency department or trauma unit were reviewed in an attempt to identify any missed motor-vehicie injury cases. Cases thus identified were resubmitted to the examining physician with the medical record for completion and inclu­sion in the study.Initial data were collected prospec­tively for all stuJly subjects by the ex­amining physician. The physician ad­ministered a structured questionnaire that included the following data: (1) de-
3598 JAMA. Dec 23/30.1988-Vol 260. No. 24 Effect ot Salety Belts— Orsay et al



Table 1 .-C h */a c t eristics of Safety Belt Wearers vs Nonwearers

Safety Salta

Characteristic Y ii(n -7 9 1 ) No ( n - 573) P‘
Main rSEMage.y 35 -  0.5 31.9 ±  0.7 .004
Mila.% 49.7 55.8 .028
Reported mechanism of injury, % 

Reir-end cofaion 40.8 265
Frorrt-«nc! ootMon 24.1 37.6
Struck broadside (passenger) 20.0 20.5

.001Struck broadside (driver) 12.8 9.4
Othar 15 1.9
Unknown 15 4.4

Alcohol use. % 5.6 19.5 .0001
Ambulance tr import, % 36.4 57.6 .0001
Posted epaad Smk (mph). % 

<30 40.5 39.6
30-45 39.6 35.1
>55 8.5 8.6
Unknown i t s 16.8

‘ Percentages were compared by tha Pearson *3 last. Means were compared by tha two-tailed I lest. NS indicates 
not significant.
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Fig 1.—Mean Injury severity scores and hospitaJ charges for safety belt users and nonusers. Patients who 
had wom safety fc'afU had significantly lower Injury severity scores (P<.001) and hospital charges (P<.001).

termination of safety belt ur age, (2) po­sition of subject in vehicle, (3) mecha­nism of injury (front-end, rear-end, or broadside collision), (4) posted speed limit at location of MVA, (5) mode of transport to hospital, and (6) final dispo­sition (discharge, transfer to another facility, admission to hospital, or death in emergency department). The exam­ining physician also noted on the ques­tionnaire if there was evidence of alco­hol use, ie, clinical intoxication, a smell of alcohol on the breath, or an alcohol level. The data were then analyzed as yes/no variables. Alcohol levels ob­tained for legal use were sent to state laboratories; the results were not made available for the purposes of this study and therefore are not included. For all subjective data collected, indepen­dent confirmation was sought from paramedics, police, or others whenever possible.The medical records (emergency and inpatient, if applicable) of all subjects were subsequently reviewed by a mem­ber of the research team. Additional col­lected data included the time of regis­tration, nature of injuries, and payment status. An injury severity score (ISS) was then calculated based on the Abbre­
viated In ju ry Scale Manual (1985 edi­tion).' A numerical score (1 to 5) is as­signed to the severity of injury in each region; the squares of the three highest scores are then summated to obtain the ISS. Financial records were analyzed to determine the total hospital (excluding physician fees) and emergency depart­ment charges generated as a direct re­sult of the MVA for each subject. The costs of consultants, admitting physi­cians, rehospitalizations, and rehabili­tation were not included.Study subjects were divided into two groups (restrained and unrestrained by safety belts) for the purposes of data analysis. Preliminary power calcula­tions were made for an alpha of 0.05 and a power of 0.90 to detect a difference in ISS score of at least 0.5. The principal statistical tests used were t tests for comparisons of means of continuous variables and tests for drawing infer- ences concerning proportions. Analyses of covariance and logistic regression analyses were performed to compare safety belt users with nonusers, con­trolling for possible confounding vari­ables. The SAS statistical package on an IBM mainframe at the University of Illi­nois at Chicago was used to perform the analyses.
RESULTSA total of 1364 patients were entered into the study. The mean age of the patients was 33.03 2:0.42 years >ean

±SEM); 52.5% were men, 63.6% were drivers, 24.6% were front-Beat passen­gers, and 11.3% were back-seat passen­gers. There was no significant differ­ence noted in the month patients were seen (January through June), but there was a difference noted in the time they were registered; 37.1% were registered from 7 AM to 3 PM, 42.1% from 3 to 11 
PM, and 20.8% from 11 PM to 7 AM (P>.001X Seven hundred ninety-one patients (58%) claimed to be wearing safety belts, and 573 (42%) did not. Of those wearing safety belts, 603 (76.2%) were

wearing a shoulder harness and lap belt, 121 (15.3%) were wearing a lap belt only, and in 67 (8.5%) the safety belt type was not known. Differences were notef* lietween the two groups with re­spect to age, sex, and reported mecha­nism of injury. Safety belt wearers were slightly older, more often female, and more likely to be involved in a rear-end collision. In addition, safety belt users were less likely to have used alcohol and less likely to require transport by ambu­lance. The groups were similar with re­spect to the posted speed limit where the accident occurred (Table 1).JAMA. Dec 23/30, 1988—Vtol 260. No. 24 Effect of Safety Bells-Orsay etal 3599
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Fig 2.—Mean injury severity scores and hospital charges for safety bett users and nonusers by position in whide. Drivers, front-seat passengers, and back-seat passengers who had wom safety belts had significantly tower injury seventy scores (P<.001, Pc.OO t, and P<JD02, wspectrveh.') and hospital charges (P<.001, Pc.004, and Pc.031, respective fy).

Severity of InjuryThe mean ISS for safety belt wearers was 1.8±0.07 as opposed to 4.51 ±0.31 for those not wearing safety belts (Pc.OOl, Fig 1, left). Patients who had wom safety belts, whether they were drivers, front-seat passengers, or back­seat passengers, fared significantly bet­ter than their unrestrained counter­parts (Fig 2, left).When the reported mechanism of injury was evaluated, striking differ­ences in ISS were noted between safety belt users and nonusers in front-end collisions (2.15 ±0.18 vs 6.12 ±0.64, Pc.OOl). Benefit was also provided by safety belts in broadside collisions, where restrained occupants had an av­erage ISS of 2.01 ±0.14 as opposed to3.6 ±0.34 for unrestrained occupants (Pc.OOl). Smaller but significant differ­ences in ISS were noted between the groups in rear-end collisions. Safety belt wearers had a mean ISS of 1.38±0.06 vs 2.47±0.14 for nonusers (Pc.OOl).Admission to the hospital m3y be an­other indication of severity of injury. A significantly greater number of unre­strained subjects required admission (including those who died in the emergency department). Only 54 (6.8%)

of the total 791 safety belt wearers required admission. However, 110 (19.2%) of the 573 patients who did not wear safety belts required admission (Pc.OOl), Thus, two tliirds of patients who required hospital admission were not wearing safety belts at the time of injury. Significant differences in ISS between the restrained and unre­strained groups remained in both the admitted and discharged groups (Fig 3, left). Regardless of admission status, unrestrained occupants utilized signifi­cantly more hospital days than re­strained occupants (1.2±0.2 days vs 0.4 ± 0.08 days, Pc.001).When only the most severely injured patients are considered, ie, those with an ISS of 12 or greater, again, the overwhelming majority were unre­strained. Thirty-six (81.8%) were not wearing safety belts; eight (18.2%) were (Pc.OOl). There were five deaths during this study, all among patients who did not wear safety belts.Multivariate methods, including anal­ysis of covariance and logistic regres­sion, were used to assess the indepen­dent effect of safety belt usage on ISS scores, controlling for other variables. Since age, alcohol use, and type of accident were observed to be associated with safety belt use and also may be

associated with the severity and cost of injury, they were assumed to be possi­ble confounding variables. The posted speed limit was also included. Although there were sex differences in safety belt usage, there is no reason to believe that ISSs or costs should differ by sex, other factors being equal. Therefore, analys­es of covariance were carried out com­paring the ISSs of safety belt users and nonusers, with age in years, alcohol us­age (yes or no), and type of accident (entered as dummy variables; front-end collision, rear-end collision, or other) as covariates. Results (Table 2) indicate that unrestrained patients had an ISS that was two points higher on average, even when all the confounding variables were controlled for. Alcohol users scored one jwint higher on average, as did patients who were involved in a front-end collision. Those in a rear-end collision had somewhat lower scores on average. Scores averaged higher with increasing age and slightly higher for a posted speed limit of 30 to 46 mph. Mean ISSs for restrained and unrestrained subjects were adjusted for differing val­ues of the covariates in the two groups; safety belt wearers were observed to have a significantly lower adjusted mean ISS than nonwearers (P=.0001).Logistic regression analysis was used
3600 JAMA, Dec 23/30. 1988-Voi 260. No. 24 Effect of Safety Bells -Orsay et ol
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Fig 3.—Mean injury severity scores and hospital charges for safety belt users and non users by whether or not patients were admitted. Significantly fewer patients who had wom safety belts required admission (P< .001). Patients who did not require admission ’includes patients transferred to other facilities) who had wom safety belts had significantly lower injury sewjrrty scores (P<.001) and hospital charges (P<.001>. Patients who were admitted includes patients who died in the emergency department) who had wom safety beta had significantly lower injury severity scores (Pc.001) and demonstrated a trend toward lower hospital charges (P -  .076).

Table 2.—Comparison of Safety Bett Users and Nonusers on Injury Severity Score and Cost*InjurySeverity Scoref Cost)
Viflt Jit Coefficient P Coefficient P

Safety belt nonuse 1.88 .0005 596.2 .0005
Alcohol use 1.13 .0016 730.1 .007
Front-end collision 0.79 .0039 593.0 .005
Reer-end collision -0.71 .0048 -381.7 .047
Posted speed limb, mph 30-15 0.74 .001 470.2 .0006

>55 0.51 .81 394.8 .17
Age.y 0.032 .0001 22.7 .0001

‘Analysis ot covariance.tAdjusted meaniSO Injury severity score was 2.42 * 0.23 for safety belt users and 4.3020.22 for nonusers (P-.OOOI)Âdjusted mean2SO cost wss $912,902 J172.90 for safely belt users and $1506.D02$170.60 for nonusers (P-.0005)

to assess the association of safety belt use with severe injury, defined as an ISS of 12 or greater. Proportions of re­strained and unrestrained subjects with severe injury were compared, using al­cohol use and type of collision as cov­ariates. Results (Table 3) indicate that the odds of severe injury were 4.8 times greater for nonusers of safety belts when other significant variables were controlled for. The odds ratio for front- end collisions was similarly large, while alcohol usage was not independently as­sociated with severe injury. Since age was entered as a continuous variable, an odds ratio is not available. However, the proportion of patients with severe injury increased significantly with in­creasing age.
Health Care CostsSignificant differences were also found in the health care costs of safety belt users and nonusers. Unrestrained occupants incurred mean charges of $1583±$201, nearly three times the charges for restrained occupants ($534 ± $67, Pc.OOl; Fig 1, right).When the patientb portion in the ve­hicle was evaluated, nonwearers consis­

tently incurred higher charges than safety belt wearers (Fig 2, right). This difference reached statistical signifi­cance in drivers and front-seat passen­gers only. However, the number of back-seat passengers for statistical comparison was small (N = 158).Patients who did not wear safety belts who required hospital admission demonstrated a trend toward higher charges (Fig 3, right; $7250 ±$851 vs

$530) ± $630, P =.076), though the sam­ple size was small (N = 162). However, in patients who were discharged or transferred from the emergency de­partment, a significant difference was demonstrated, with restrained occu­pants incurring average charges of $175 ±$5 vs $228 ±$8 for unrestrained occupants (Pc.OOl). This represents a 23.3% reduction in charges for safety belt wearers (Fig 3, right).
JAMA. Dec 23/30, 1988-VW 260. No. 24 Effect of Safely Bells—Orsay etal 3601



cTable 3. -  Logistic Regression Results Compering Safety Belt Users and Nonuseri by Injury Severity Score
Injury Severity Score >12

Variable Odds Ratio •5% Confidence Interval P

Safety belt nonuse 4.94 2.03-12.9? .0004

Front-end collision 4.74 2.10-10.86 .0002

Alcohol use 1.59 0.68-174 .29

Posted speed limit, mph 
30-45 1.94 091-4.15 .09

>55 1.43 0.37- 5.56 .60

Age (20-year difference) 2.01 1.35-2.69 .006

34%
No Payment

'm  57% m Insuranca/HMO

/P»39%<' ■ .i lnsurance/HMO;;̂ l j  
j/ fm' 'j/r

49% No Payment

Without Safety Belts With Safety Bolt3

Fig 4.—Payment status for patients with and w'dtout safety bafts. HMO indicates health maintenance organization.

2% Workman^ 
^Compensation \ 3% Medicare

15% Medicaid

.2% Medicaid 2̂% Medicare 
^3%Workman!s ^Compensation

Evaluation of payment status shot n  d that the majority of unrestrained pas- . sengers either had no payment (4f),2%) or were receiving governmental assis­tance (5% public aid, 3% Medicate). Of safety belt wearers, 57% had jirivate insurance or were enrolled in a health maintenance organization, and 3‘ 6 were covered by workman̂  compensation (Pc.OOl, Fig 4).Multivariate analyses were also con­ducted to assess the independent effect of safety belt use on health care costs, controlling for the covariates age, type of collision, posted speed limit, and alco­hol usage (Table 2). The adjusted mean costs differed by about $600 (P» ,0008); alcohol users incurred charges approxi­mately $700 higher on average. Costs were higher in front-end collisions, low­er in rear-end collisions, higher at 30 to 45 mph, and increased with the age of the patient.
COMMENTThis study suggests that safety belts provide a significant benefit in reducing injury and health care costs. We demon­strated a 60.1% reduction in severity of injury (51% after adjusting for other variables), a 64.6% decrease in hospital admissions, and a 66.3% decline in hos­pital charges (49% for adjusted means)
3602 JAMA, Dec 23/30. J98S—Vtol 260, No. 24

i/i safety belt wearers, lb our knowl­edge, this is the first study evaluating the efficacy of safety belt use in the United States based on medical data. By utilizing the ISS system, an objec­tive assessment can be made of the num­ber and severity of injuries in relation to safety belt use. Previous studies' and government reports' used police re­ports in assessment of injury. In this system, the police officer assigns the accident victim an injury score of A, B, C, or K (severe, moderate, minor; or fatal injury). Obviously, data obtained by this system are of questionable reli­ability. In addition, this study is unique in that it also assessed the hospital charges associated with the care of the injured motorist.Actual hospital and emergency de­partment charges were used to esti­mate health care costs in this analysis. These are conservative estimates, in that direct charges generated by pre­hospital emergency services, rehospi­talizations, and rehabilitation were not included. Furthermore, indirect costs resulting from time lost from work, in­creased insurance premiums, and lost productivity oftliosewhcidieorare per­manently disabled by MVAs were not measured. Inclusion of these costs may have resulted in even greater differ-

cences in cost estimates. The cost to care for patients who required hospitaliza­tion was higher for those who did net wear safety belts, though statistical significance was not reached (Fig 3, right). However, the sample size in t>'s subgroup was small, suggesting a I error. Larger sample sizes may dem­onstrate a statistically significant difference.The four hospitals participating in the study were geographically scattered throughout Cook County to include a variety of roadways (highways and ur­ban and suburban roads). Only rural roads were not represented. Baker et al," however, stated that mortality from MVAs may be highest in areas of low population density; this suggests that we omitted from our sample roads responsible for high mortality from MVAs. The months of January through June were chosen to cover a variety of road conditions in winter, spring, and summer in Chicago. In addition, the four hospitals admit patients from a wide variety of socioeconomic groups, with an assortment of vehicles and driv­ing habits.Throughout this study, we relied on patient reporting and/or paramedic re­porting of safety belt use. The actual safety belt use rate in Illinois at the time of the study was 36%.’ Actual safety belt use may be appreciably different than reported, as it may be impossible to obtain physical evidence of safety belt use. Paramedics were asked to verify the presence or absence of restraint use at the scene. However, the accident vic­tims were often out of their vehicles when the ambulance arrived. In only 23 of the 618 cases with patients transport­ed to the hospital by ambulance was there disagreement on safety b< It usage between paramedics and patien s. If we assume, however, that restrair t use is only overreported, ie, unrestra ned pa­tients stated that they were wearing a safety belt and not vice vena, then there would be an even greater benefit in reducing injury and cost if the true incidence were known.It should be noted that only those patients who presented to the hospital following an MVA were included. Pa­tients who did not present to the hospi­tal, who presented over 24 hours follow­ing iqjury, or who went directly to the morgue were not included. In Cook County, paramedics must transport all seriously (or fatally) injured MVA vic­tims to a hospital unless the patient has dependent lividity, rigor mortis, or de­capitation, all unlikely events in traffic accidents. It is therefore unlikely that any fatalities were not included in the study due to direct transport to a
Effect ol Safety Bells—Orsay et al



c  cmorgue. The number of uninjured mo­torists who did not present to a hospital is unknown and is not available through the Department of Transportation.Studies conducted in other countries, many of which assessed the effects of safety belt legislation, also demonstrate the benefit of safety belt use."'" Henderson and Wood" reported a 25% decrease in predicted deaths in the year following safety belt legislation in New South Wales, Australia. In an evalua­tion of the Swedish experience, Me!!- bring et alu reported a reduction in the number of MVA victims admitted to hospitals following legislation despite a 40% increase in reported MVAs. In En­gland, a retrospective study comparing the 12 months preceding and following the enactment of safety belt use legisla­tion revealed a mean ISS of 4.94 before and 2.8 after the law. A 42% reduction in the number of front-seat occuprnts who required hospital admission and a 27% decline in the number of deaths follow­ing introduction of the law was reported.In the United States, New York was the first state to pass a mandatory-use safety belt law. In the first nine months after the law was enforced, MVA fatali­ties decreased by 17%, resulting in the lowest highway fatality rate (per 100 million miles driven) in several de­cades.* In Illinois, where safety belt leg­islation took effect in July 1985, an esti­mated 55 to 60 lives were saved and 8000 serious injuries were prevented in the first year following enactment.* Nation­wide, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration reported that safety belt usage of fatally injured MVA victims was about half the usage of those whose injuries were less incapaci­tating.*’ Unrestrained occupants were 40% more likely to be injured in an MVA and twice as likely to require hospital­ization as restrained occupants."Compulsory safety belt use legisla­tion appears to be the most effective agent in increasing safety belt usage. Usage rates increased from just under 40% to 95% in England," from 20% to 80% in Sweden," from 15% to 90% in Australia," and from 21 % to 47% in New York Btate" after such legislation. In­surance incentives" and mass-media campaigns”  have been ineffective in al­tering the rate of safety belt usage. Oth­er efforts to promote safety belt usage, including safety belt pledge cards, in­centive plans, and "awareness” pro­grams have met with variable success."Mandatory safety belt use legislation has been a controversial topic in the United States. 7b date, 33 states and the District of Columbia have enacted such legislation, while two additionalJAMA, Dec 23/30,1988—Vtol 260. No. 24

states had safety belt use laws and later repealed them (Massachusetts and Ne­braska). Worldwide, over 30 countries have passed mandatory-use laws. The United States is virtually the only de­veloped nation tliat has not passed na­tional safety belt legislation."The Department of Transportation estimated the cost to society of injuries sustained in MVAs at about $15.3 billion in 1980.* Our results indicate a 66.3% decreased cost attributed to safety belt use. If this reduction is applied to the estimated $15.3 billion, universal safety belt usage would save $10.1 billion each year. In our era of rising health care costs, the safety belt may be a very efficient mechanism for saving lives and reducing costa.Society bears the burden of MVAs, not only in direct health costs but also in lost productivity of workers (indirect costs). There were over 11 million lost workdays for survivors of MVAs in1985." The administrative and over­head cost of motor-vehicie and health insurance premiums totaled nearly $13.8 billion in 1980.* Furthermore, in 1980, the federal government spent an estimated $7.5 billion and state and local governments spent an estimated $3.4 billion far MVA-assodated expenses.*This study analyzed automobile safe­ty belt use and subsequent severity of injury and health care costs. Our data suggest that, in an urban setting, safety belt utilization was associated with de­creased severity of injury from motor- vehicie trauma and reduced the medical care costs of injured motorists. This analysis in combination with existing evidence supports a more aggressive national posture toward safety belt us­age for the benefit of both the individual and the American people.This study m i aupportad in part by tha Illinois Coalition for Safety Belt Use, Springfield, III We thank Dorothy Biuell and Elizabeth Spring­er for their help in manuacript preparation. We are also gratefirl for the contribution! nude by the resident and attending otifti of the University of Illinois Affiliated Hospitals Emergency Medicine Residency and the University of Illinois Surgery Residency, without whoae cooperation and efforts this study could not have been accomplished.
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R EP O R T  TO TH E  W ASH INGTO N  S T A T E  L E G IS L A T U R E  

TH E  IM P A C T  O F  THE 1986 MANDATORY S A F E T Y  B E L T  U S E  LAW

ESg g y T iy E -g M fflftBY
THE M UL : K e y  P r o v i s i o n s

On J u n e  1 1 , 1906, t h e  S t a t e  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  p u t  i n t o  e f f e c t  

t h e  M a n d a t o r y  S a f e t y  B e l t  U s e  L a w  o f  1986 ( M U L ) . A l o n g  w i t h  t h e  

m a j o r i t y  o f  o t h e r  s t a t e s  i n  t h e  u n i o n ,  t h e  S t a t e  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  

h a s  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  f a i l u r e  t o  u s e  a  s a f e t y  b e l t  w h i l e  a  

p a s s e n g e r  o r  o p e r a t o r  o f  a  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  i s  a  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  

l a w .  T h e  MUL r e q u i r e s  p e r s o n s  d r i v i n g  o r  r i d i n g  i n  a n y  v e h i c l e  

i n  w h i c h  f e d e r a l  l a w  r e q u i r e d  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  t o  i n s t a l l  s a f e t y  

b e l t s  t o  w e a r  t h e m .  T h e  l a w  r e q u i r e s  a l l  p e r s o n s  16 y e a r s  o l d  o r  

o l d e r  d r i v i n g  o r  r i d i n g  i n  a  m o t o r  v e h i c l e ,  w h e t h e r  i n  f r o n t  o r  

i n  t h e  b a c k ,  t o  u s e  s a f e t y  b e l t s .  C h i l d r e n  u n d e r  t h e  a g e  o f  16 

a r e  t o  u s e  a  s a f e t y  b e l t ,  o r  m u s t  b e  r e s t r a i n e d  i n  a n  a p p r o v e d  

c h i l d  s a f e t y  s e a t  i f  t h e  c h i l d  i s  y o u n g  e n o u g h  f o r  t h e  c h i l d  

r e s t r a i n t  l a w  t o  a p p l y .  A u t o m o b i l e s ,  t r u c k s  a n d  v a n s  a r e  c o v e r e d  

b y  t h e  l a w .  P e r s o n s  r i d i n g  i n  o r  d r i v i n g  a  v e h i c l e  w h i c h  d i d  n o t  

h a v e  s a f e t y  b e l t s  i n s t a l l e d  w h e n  m a n u f a c t u r e d  a r e  n & t  s u b j e c t  t o  

e n f o r c e m e n t  a c t i o n .

T h e  MUL p r o v i s i o n s  b e c a m e  f u l l y  a c t i v e  o n  J a n u a r y  1 ,  1987 . 

D u r i n g  t h e  i n t e r i m  " g r a c e  p e r i o d "  b e t w e e n  J u n e  11 , 1986 , a n d

J a n u a r y  1 ,  1987, n o  c i t a t i o n s  w e r e  i s s u e d ,  a l t h o u g h  w a r n i n g s  w e r e  

g i v e n  t o  m o t o r i s t s .  A s  o f  J a n u a r y  1 ,  1987, a  p e n a l t y ,  w h i c h ,  

w h e n  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  t h e  s t a t u t o r y  a s s e s s m e n t ,  c o u l d  t o t a l  $47 , m a y  

b e  i m p o s e d  f o r  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  M U L . T h e  MUL i s  a  s e c o n d a r y
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enforcement law exclusively. This m e a n s  that a v e h i c l e  m a y  not 

be s t o pped just for an M U L  violation. O n c e  a v e h i c l e  is s t o pped 

for r e a sons related to a p r i m a r y  e n f o r c e m e n t  offense, .such as 

s p e e d i n g  o r  failure t o  y ield the r i g h t  of way, an o f f i c e r  m a y  

i s s u e  a n  M U L  c i t a t i o n  if t h e  o p e r a t o r  a n d / o r  p a s s e n g e r s  o f  

d e t a i n e d  ve h i c l e s  are in v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  MUL.

M A I N  Q U E S TIONS O F  INTEREST: M U L  E f f e c t  on  Safety Belt Use; Level
o f  P u b l i c  S u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  M U L ;
S u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  M U L  A m o n g  L a w  
E n f o r c e m e n t  and C o urt Agencies; and 
E v i d e n c e  o f  S o c i e t a l  B e n e f i t  
(Monetary) o f  the M U L

Th i s  report s u b m i t t e d  to the W a s h i n g t o n  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

c o n t a i n s  a wi d e  r ange of findings of interest, but the m a j o r  

c o n c e r n s  at this e a r l y  p oint in t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of the M U L  

n e c e s s a r i l y  relate to the e s s e ntial m a t t e r s  of D E S I R E D  O UTCOMES 

a n d  p u b l i c  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  ACCEPTANCE. W i t h  regard to outcomes, 

t h e  immediate c o ncerns are: 1) H a s  the M U L  increased the level

of use of safety b e l t s  by  the v e h i c l e  o p e r a t o r s  and p a s s e n g e r s  of 

m o t o r  v e h i c l e s  t r a v e l i n g  o n  t h e  s t a t e ' s  h i g h w a y s ,  r o a d s  a n d  

s t r e e t s ?  A N D  2) H a s  t h e  M U L  l e d  to  m o n e t a r y  s a v i n g s  

a t t r i b u t a b l e  to the r e d u c t i o n  of fatal and non-fatal d i s a b l i n g  

in j u r y  collisions? O n  the s u b ject of acceptance off t h e  MUL, 

a g a i n  t h ere are two essential questions: 1) Coes the p u b l i c

a c c e p t  the M U L  as b e i n g  a PRO P E R  LAW and one that is E F F E C T I V E  in 

i t s  s t a t e d  p u r p o s e s ?  A M D  2) Do t h o s e  c h a r g e d  w i t h  t h e  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of e n f o r c e m e n t  —  the p o l i c e  agencies a n d  the 

c o u r t s  —  accept the M U L  as a p r o p e r  a n d  effective m e a s u r e  for 

p r o m o t i n g  traf f i c  sa f e t y  on the state's roadways?
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In  add ition to these fundamental concerns, th i s  report a lso  
contains some exploratory analyses of the co rre la te s of sa fe ty
b e l t  u se , o f the impact o f d i f f e r in g  le v e l s  o f enforcement
a c t i v i t y  on aggregate and in d iv id u a l le v e l sa fe ty  b e l t  use, and 
of the sources fo r cues re ce iv ed  by the p u b l ic  fo r  the 
encouragement o f s e a tb e l t  u se . These se v e ra l ana ly se s were 
undertaken to provide the Washington T ra f f ic  Safety Commission 
with information required to plan the most proper use o f i t s  
resources in fu ture e f fo r t s  to increase the le v e l of compliance 
with the MUL across the s ta te .

F IN D IN G S  ON MUL OUTCOMES AND A C C EPTA N C E

On the matter of ra te s of sa fe ty  b e l t  use, a combination of 
three d i s t in c t  methods of ana ly s is  were employed: 1) d i r e c t
observation of veh ic les in the f i e ld ;  2) ana lys is  of c o l l i s io n
reports; and 3) se lf- reports of sa fe ty  b e l t  use obtained in  a 
staf.e-wide survey of the pub lic . A l l  three methods of an a ly s is  
ind ica te the same outcome — namely, the MUL has indeed re su lte d  
in a higher ra te  of use of sa fe ty  b e l t s  than obtained p r io r  to 
the enactment of the law.

With respect to the le v e l of acceptance of the MUL among 
those who are charged with the law 's enforcement, surveys of the 
Troopers and a dm in is t r a t iv e  o f f i c e r s  o f the law enforcement 
agency tha t w rites the va s t majority of c ita t io n s  fo r v io la t io n  
of the MUL — the Washington State Patrol — ind ica te  c le a r ly  
that the MUL i s  supported and enforced with v igo r . S im ila r ly , 
county and municipal law enforcement o f f ic e r s  who enforce t r a f f i c
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l a w s  a n d  t h e i r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  l e a d e r s h i p  a l s o  r e p o r t  a  h i g h  l e v e l  

o f  s u p p o r t  a n d  e n f o r c e m e n t  w i t h i n  t h e i r  j u r i s d i c t i o n s .  o n  

b a l a n c e ,  t h e  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c i e s  c o n t a c t e d  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e y  

v i e w  t h e  MUL a s  a n  e f f e c t i v e  t o o l  i n  t h e  o n - g o i n g  f i g h t  t o  

e n h a n c e  t r a f f i c  s a f e t y  a n d  r e d u c e  r o a d w a y  f a t a l i t i e s  i n  

W a s h i n g t o n .  M u c h  t h e  s a m e  s e n t i m e n t ,  m o r e o v e r ,  i s  v o i c e d  b y  t h e  

j u d g e s  s u r v e y e d ;  t h e y  t o o  t e n d  t o  s h a r e  t h e  v i e w  t h a t  t h e  MUL 

r e p r e s e n t s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  t o o l  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  i n  i t s  e f f o r t  t o  

p r o m o t e  a  s a f e r  d r i v i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  W a s h i n g t o n .

A s  f o r  t h e  l e v e l  o f  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e  MUL a m o n g  t h e  p u b l i c ,  

t h e r e  i s  c l e a r  e v i d e n c e  f r o m  a  s t a t e - w i d e  s u r v e y  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  

a d u l t  c i t i z e n r y  t h a t  p u b l i c  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  MUL i s  h i g h  —  o n  t h e  

o r d e r  o f  n e a r l y  e i g h t  i n  t e n  c i t i z e n s  e x p r e s s i n g  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  

t h e y  f a v o r e d  t h e  M U L . T h e  p u b l i c  t e n d s  t o  v i e w  t h e  l a w  a s  b o t h  a  

p r o p e r  e n a c t m e n t ,  a n d  o n e  w h i c h  i s  q u i t e  e f f e c t i v e  i n  

a c c o m p l i s h i n g  i t s  s t a t e d  p u r p o s e .

F i n a l l y ,  a s  t o  t h e  o u t c o m e  o f  s o c i e t a l  b e n e f i t s  t o  b e  

a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  t h e  M U L , t h e  a n a l y s e s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  

t h i s  r e p o r t  d o c u m e n t  t h e  s a v i n g s  i n  l i v e s  a n d  s e v e r e  i n j u r i e s ,  

a n d  t h e  c o n c o m i t a n t  s a v i n g s  i n  m o n e t a r y  t e r m s ,  w h i c h  h a v e  a c c r u e d  

t o  t h e  s t a t e  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  M U L . U s i n g  

t i m e  s e r i e s  a n a l y s e s  a n d  t r e n d  l i n e  e x t r a p o l a t i o n ,  i t  i s  

e s t i m a t e d  t h a t ,  d u r i n g  1986 a n d  1987 , s o m e  35 f e w e r  f a t a l i t i e s ,  

822 f e w e r  n o n - f a t a l  d i s a b l i n g  i n j u r i e s  a n d  1 ,7 4 5  f e w e r  m i n o r  

i n j u r i e s  t h a n  w e r e  p r e d i c t e d  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  t h e  MUL a c t u a l l y  

o c c u r r e d .  T h e s e  f i g u r e s  t r a n s l a t e  i n t o  a s a v i n g s  i n  t h e  r a n g e  o f  

$16 t o  $24 m i l l i o n .  T h e s e  f i g u r e s ;  r e p r e s e n t  s a v i n g s  c a l c u l a t e d  

o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  s t a n d a r d i z e d  f o r m u l a e  d e v e l o p e d  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l



S a f e t y  C o u n c i l  and  t h e  N a t io n a l  H ig h w a y  T r a f f i c  S a f e t y  

A d m in is t r a t io n  w it h  r e s p e c t  to  lo s s e s  r e s u l t i n g  fro m  f a t a l  o r  

n o n - f a t a l  d i s a b l i n g  i n j u r y  c o l l i s i o n s  su c h  a s  l o s t  w a g e s , m e d ic a l 

e x p e n s e s , p r o p e r t y  dam age, in s u r a n c e  a d m in i s t r a t iv e  c o s t s ,  e t c .

C O N C L U S IO N S

W a s h in g t o n 's  MUL w o u ld  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  b e e n  g e n e r a l l y  

s u c c e s s f u l  i n  a c c o m p lis h in g  i t s  e x p r e s s  p u rp o se  o f  m o t iv a t in g  

c i t i z e n s  to  make u se  o f  t h e i r  s a f e t y  b e l t s .  Th e  p u b l i c  i s  

s u p p o r t iv e  o f  t h e  la w , t h e  a g e n c ie s  o f  la w  e n fo rc e m e n t and th e  

j u d i c i a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  ju d g e  t h e  la w  t o  be p ro p e r  and e f f i c a c i o u s ,  

and th e  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  p u b l i c  c o m p lia n c e  and am ount o f  l o s s e s  

r e s u l t i n g  from  f a t a l  and  n o n - f a t a l  d i s a b l in g  i n j u r y  c o l l i s i o n s  

s u g g e s t  t h a t  p o s i t i v e  o u tc o m e s  a r e  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  t h e  M UL. 

W h ile  t h i s  g e n e r a l l y  p o s i t i v e  o u t lo o k  on th e  MTJL i s  c l e a r l y  

a p p r o p r ia t e ,  i t  i s  a l s o  n e c e s s a r y  to  n o te  t h a t  h ig h e r  l e v e l s  o f  

c o m p lia n c e  a r e  b e in g  r e p o r t e d  i n  o t h e r  c o u n t r ie s  w i t h  s i m i l a r  

la w s .  I t  i s  a l s o  l i k e l y  t h a t  th e  r a t e  o f  u se  o f  s a f e t y  b e l t s  and 

th e  l e v e l  o f  s o c i e t a l  b e n e f i t s  m ig h t be g r e a t e r  y e t  i f  m ore 

y o u t h - o r ie n t e d ,  s c h o o l- a g e  p ro g ram s w e re  i n i t i a t e d  and t h e  MUL 

was a primary e n fo rc e m e n t o f f e n s e  a s  opposed  t o  a s e c o n d a ry  

e n fo rc e m e n t o f f e n s e .  I n  sum , th e  r e s u l t s  and f in d in g s  r e p o r t e d  

h e r e in  in d i c a t e  a p o s i t i v e  s t a r t  f o r  th e  MUL, and t h e y  a l s o  

i n d i c a t e  t h a t  m ore  p r o g r e s s  y e t  i s  t o  be  e x p e c t e d  i n  t h i s  

im p o rta n t  a r e a  o f  p u b l i c  p o l i c y .

Etf j t i v e  Summary p ag e  5
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January 13, 1989

Sena.or Arliss Sturgulewski 
Alaska State Legislature 
P. 0. Box V (MS3100)
Juneau, Alaska 99811
Dear Senator Sturgulewski:
HUFA is writing in support of your leg is lat ion for a mandatory 
seat belt la, Safety is a l l of our responsib ilit ies and to 
insure safe automobile travel in Alaska, passage of this 
measure is necessary. To support your position, I have 
included our last publication of "At Issue", page two, for 
your knowledge.
Other issues for your attention are the two resolutions 
enclosed. Senator Jones and his staff, through the 
Transportation Committee, are preparing these items for 
leg is la t i ’,n.
As last year, the eight cent gas tax for Alaska is a positive 
idea, but not without dedication to a trust fund. Also, i f  
passed, the inequity that would then exist between the 
trucking industry and the Alaska Railroad must be resolved 
f irs t .
Thank you for your time and consideration and I look forward 
to seeing you in Juneau soon.

inclosure



MEMORANDUM State of Alaska
TO:

FROM :

DEPARTMENT OF PU BL IC  SAFETY 

F e b r u a r y  2 , 1989

465-4371

D e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  
M a n d a t o r y  S e a t b e l t  L aw  
C o m p l i a n c e

I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  q u e s t i o n s  c o n c e m :L n g  t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  c a r p i  i a n c e  b y  t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o n  t h e  c r i t e r i a  o f  t h e  S t a t e  m a n d a t o r y  s e a t b e l t  
l a w s ,  I  o f f e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n :

S e c t i o n  4 .1 .5 .1  o f  M o t o r  V e h i c l e  S a f e t y  S t a n d a r d  N o .  208 ( c o p y  a t t a c h e d )  
r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s h a l l  d e t e r m i n e ,  n o  l a t e r  
t h a n  A p r i l  1 , 1989, t h a t  s t a t e  m a n d a t o r y  s a f e t y  b e l t  u s e  l a w s  h a v e  b e e n  
e n a c t e d  t h a t  m e e t  t h e  c r i t e r i a  s p e c i f i e d  i n  S 4 .1 .5 .2  a n d  a r e  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  
n o t  l e s s  t h a n  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  t h e  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  f i f t y  s t a t e s  a n d  
t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  C o l u m b i a .

I n  o r d e r  t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  s t a t u s  o f  t h i s  d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  I  c a l l e d  
t h e  R e g i o n a l  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  H i g h w a y  T r a f f i c  S a f e t y  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  I  w a s  t o l d  b y  t h a t  o f f i c e  t h a t :

1 . T h e  d u e  d a t e  o f  t h a t  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  i s  n o t  u n t i l  A p r i l  1 , 1989, a n d
t h a t  n o  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  a t  t h i s  t i m e .

2 .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  common k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  o n l y  o n e ,  o f  t h e  t h i r t y - o n e
s t a t e s  t h a t  h a v e  e n a c t e d  m a n d a t o r y  s e a t b e l t  l a w s ,  i s  i n  f u l l  
c a r p i  i a n c e  w i t h  S 4 .1 .5 .2 ,  i t  i s  h i g h l y  d o u b t f u l  i f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  
w i l l  i s s u e  a  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  c o m p l i a n c e  s t a t e m e n t .

3 . A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  s t a t e s  t o  f u l l y  c o m p l y  w i t h  t h e
c r i t e r i a  o f  S 4 .1 .5 .2 ,  a l l  p a s s e n g e r  v e h i c l e s  m a n u f a c t u r e d  a f t e r _ 
S e p t e m b e r  1 , 1989 m u s t  b e  e q u i p p e d  w i t h  a p p r o v e d  p a s s i v e  r e s t r a i n t  
s y s t e m s .

I f  y o u  r e q u i r e  a n y  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  d o  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  g i v e  
me a  c a l l  a t  465-4374.

c c :  A r t h u r  A .  E n g l i s h ,  C o m m i s s i o n e r
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y

A t t a c h m e n t

T M L :o g

S e n a t o r  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i  
S i x t e e n t h  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e FILE NO: 

TELEPHON E NO: 
SU B JE C T :

T .  M i c h a e l  L e w i s
G o v e r n o r ' s  H i g h w a y  S a f e t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
H i g h w a y  S a f e t y  P l a n n i n g  A g e n c y

02-00!AiRev. 10179)



54.1.3.1.2 Subject to S4.1.5, an amount of the 
cars specified in S4.1.3.1.1 equal to not less than 10 
percent of the average annual production of pas­
senger cars manufactured on or after September 
1 , 1983, and before September 1, 1986, by each 
manufacturer, shall comply with the requirements 
of S4.1.2.1.

54.1.3.2 Passenger cars manufactured on or after 
September 1,1987, and before September 1,1988.

54.1.3.2.1 Subject to S4.1.3.2.2 and S4 1.3.4, 
each passenger car manufactured on or after 
September 1,1987, and before September 1,1988, 
shall complv with the requirements of S4.1.2.1,
54.1.2.2 or S4.1.2.3.

54.1.3.2.2 Subject to S4.1.E, an amount of the 
cars specified in S4.1.3.2.1 equal to not less than 25 
percent of tho average production of passenger 
cars manufactured on or after September 1,1984, 
and before September 1, 1987, by each manufac­
turer, shall comply with the requirements of 
S4.1.2.1.

54.1.3.3 Passsngsr cars manufactured on or attar 
September 1,1988, and before September 1,1989.

S4.1.3.3.1 Subject to S4.1.3.3.2 and S4.1.3.4, 
each passenger car manufactured on or after 
September 1,1988, and before September 1,1989, 
shall comply with the requirements of S4.1.2.1,
54.1.2.2 or S4.1.2.3. . •....

S4.1.3.3J2 Subject to S4.1.5, an amount of the 
cars specified in S4.1.3.3.1 equal to not less than 40 
percent of the average annual production of pas­
senger cars manufactured on or after September 
1, 1985, and before September 1, 1988, by each 
manufacturer, shall comply with the requirements 
of S4.1.2.1. • . • -

54.1.3.4 For the purposes, of calculating the 
numbers of cars manufactured under S4.1.3.1.2,
54.1.3.2.2 or S4.1.3.3.2 to comply with S4.1.2.1, 
each car whose driver’s seating position will com­
ply with these requirements by means other than 
any type of seat belt is counted as 1.5 vehicles.

3. Standard No. 208 is amended by adding the 
following new sections:

54.1.4 Passenger cara manufactured on or aftar 
September 1, 1989. Except as provided in S4.1.5, 
each passenger car manufactured on or after 
September 1, 1989, shall comply with the re­
quirements of S4.1.2.1.

54.1.5 Mandatory seatbelt use laws.
S4.1.5.1 If  the Secretary of Transportation 

determines, by not later than April 1, .1989, that

state mandatory safety belt usage laws have been 
enacted that meet the criteria specified in S4..1.J.2 
and that are applicable to not less than twrvthirds 
of the total population of the 50 states and the 
District of Columbia (based on the most recent 
Estimates of the Resident Population of States, by 
Age, Current Population Reports, Series P-25, 
Bureau of the Census), each passenger car 
manufactured under S4.1.3 or S4.1.4 on or after 
the date of that determination shall comply with 
the requirements of S4.1.2.I,'§4X2.2, or S4.1.2.’3 ..• .....  ***■ ■ — -r -̂  tiwj * -

S4.1.5.2 The minimum criteria for state man­
datory safety belt usage laws are:

(a) Require that each front seat occupant of a 
passenger car equipped with safety belts under 
Standard No. 208 has a safety belt properly fast­
ened about his or her body at all times when the 
vehicle is in forward motion.

(b) If  waivers from the safety belt usage require­
ment are to be provided, permit them for medical 
reasons only. . -•
. '(c) Provide for the following enforcement 
measures: . V 1- • •• * * "Sr . ? . • .4*7** * ♦*

(1) A penalty of not less than $25.00 (which 
may include court costs) for each occupant of a car 
who violates the belt usage requirement.

• (2) A provision specifying thrt the violation of 
the belt usage requirement may be used to mitigate 
damages with respect to any person who is in­
volved in a passenger car accident while violating 
the belt usage requirement and who seeks in any 
subsequent liUgation to recover damages for in­
juries resulting from the accident. This require­
ment is satisfied if there is a rule of law in the State 
permitting such mitigation..

(3) A program to encourage compliance with 
the belt usage requirement.

(d) An effective date of not later than 
September 1,1989. (49 F.R. 28962—July 17,1984. 
Effective: August 16,1984)1

S'i 2 Trucks and multipurpose passangar 
vehicles with GVWR ot 10,000 pounds or less.

S4.2.1 Trucks and multipurpose passenger 
vehicles, with GVWR of 10,000 pounds or lees, 
manufactured from January 1,1972, to December 3., 
1975. Each truck and multipurpose passenger 
vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating of 10,000 
pounds or less, manufactured from January 1,

(R * r . 7 /1 7 /M ) PART 571; S 208-3



A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E
Sen. Jan Faiks, Vice Chairman 
Sen. Al Adams 
Sen. Tim Kelly 
Sen. Rick Uehling

Sen. Pat Pourchot, Chairman

P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

907-465-3712
Senate State A ffa irs Committee 

M a r c h  8 ,  1989

L a u r e l  O s b o r n e  
P .  0 .  B o x  225 
G a l e n a ,  A l a s k a  99741

D e a r  L a u r e l :

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  b r i n g i n g  t o  m e  y o u r  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  s e a t b e l t s  i n  
s c h o o l  b u s e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  u n d e r  1 0 ,0 0 0  p o u n d s .

A s  y o u  k n o w ,  H B  105 e x c l u d e s  p a s s e n g e r s  i n  a l l  s c h o o l  b u s e s  
f r o m  t h e  m a n d a t o r y  s e a t b e l t  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  I  p e r s o n a l l y  a g r e e  
w i t h  y o u  t h a t  s e a t b e l t  u s e  s h o u l d  b e  r e q u i r e d  o n  t h e  t y p e  I I  
b u s e s ,  b u t  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  m i n e  i s  n o t  a  m a j o r i t y  v i e w .  O t h e r  
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e s  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  b i l l  a n d  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  f e e l  s t r o n g l y  t h a t  t h e  t e s t i n g  d o n e  t o  d a t e  o n  t h e  
c r a s h  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  s m a l l  s c h o o l  b u s e s  i s  i n c o n c l u s i v e .  N o b o d y  
w a n t e d  t o  b e  i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  e n a c t i n g  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  m i g h t  
c a u s e  p e o p l e  h a r m  r a t h e r  t h a n  p r o t e c t  t h e m  f r o m  h a r m .

H o w e v e r ,  I  w a s  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  a  s t a t e m e n t  o f  
i n t e n t  t o  a c c o m p a n y  t h e  b i l l .  T h e  s t a t e m e n t  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  o n c e  
t h e  N a t i o n a l  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  S a f e t y  B o a r d  i s s u e s  i t s  r e p o r t  o n  t h e  
c r a s h  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  s m a l l  s c h o o l  b u s e s ,  s t a t e  l a w  w i l l  b e  
r e v i e w e d  f o r  c h a n g e s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  c o n f o r m  A l a s k a  l a w  t o  t h e  N T S B  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .

H B  105 i s  b e i n g  h e a r d  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  
t o m o r r o w ?  i t  t h e n  g o e s  t o  t h e  S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  f o r  t h e i r  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  I t  i s  m y  h o p e  t h a t  i t  w i l l  b e  t o  t h e  S e n a t e  f l o o r  
f o r  a  v o t e  s o o n .

K e e p  u p  t h e  g o o d  w o r k !

- S e n a t o r  P a t  P o u r c h o t  
C h a i r m a n

P P / s s



SENATE JOURNAL
F e b r u a . y  2 2 , 1 9 8 9 4 8 3SB 59 cont’d Letter of IntentIt is the intent of the Legislature that Senate Bill 59 exempt school buses from the provisions of AS 28.05.095 until such time as the United States Department of Transportation, National Transportation Safety Board issues its report on the crash performance on small school buses.At that time, AS 28.05.095 will be reviewed to determine what, i f  any, cnanges must be made to conform Alaska law to recommendations of the National Transportation Safety Board.Zero fiscal note for the committee substitute forthcoming.SENATE BILL NO. 59 was referred to the Rules Committee.
?B.7.0,The Finance Committee considered SENATE BILL HO. 70 (An Act relating to certain testing in contested paternity actions; amending Rule 35, Alaska Rules of Civil Procedure; and providing for an effective date) and a majority of the committee recommended it  be replaced withCS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 70 (Finance)and do pass. The report was signed by Senators Uehling and Binkley, Co-Chairs, and concurred in by Senators Duncan and Pearce. Senators Zharoff and Frank signed "no recommendation."Zero fiscal note for the committee substitute forthcoming.SENATE BILL NO. 70 was referred to the Rules Committee.
SB 82The Finance Committee considered SENATE BILL NO. 82 (An Act rslating to loans and lending practices of the Alaska Commercial Fishing and Agriculture Bank; providing an exemption for the bank's membership stock and certain other securities issued by the bank from registration under the Alaska securities Act; and providing for an effective date)
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F e b r u a r y  2 2 , 1 9 8 9

and a majority of the committee recommended do pass. Thereport was signed by Senators (Jehling and Binkley, Co- Chairs, and concurred in by Senators Zharoft’, Duncan, Frank and Pearce.Previous zero fiscal note.SENATE BILJ, NO. 82 was referred to the Rules Committee.
SB 90The Community and Regional Affairs Committee considered SENATE BILL NO. 98 (An Act relating to the penalty imposed for certain traffic offenses) and a majority of* the committee recommended do pass. The report was signed by Senator Adams, Chair, and concurred in by Senators Frank, Szymanski and Pearce. Senator Pourchot signed "no recommendation."Fiscal note published today from Alaska Court System. Zero fiscal note published today from Department of Public Safety.SENATE BILL NO. 98 was referred to the Judiciary Committee.
S B  . I P STha Community and Regional Affairs Committee considered SENATE BILL NO. 105 (An Act re’ ating to unification of municipalities). Senator Adams, hair, signed "do pass." Senators Pearce, Frank, Pourchot and Szymanski signed "no recommendation."Zero fisca l note published today from Department of Community and Regional Affairs.SENATE BILL NO. 105 was referred to the Rules Committee.
SCR 17The Rules Committee considered SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 17 (Supporting the development of Hatcher Pass Ski Area) and a majority of the committee recommended calendar. The report was signed by Senator Pturgulewski, Chair, and concurred in by Senators Kerttula, Eliason and Rodey.
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P .0 .  Box 225
Galena. A laska 99741
February 17, 1989 - QVf r

Senato r  Pa t  Pourchot 
P.O. Box V
Juneau . A la sk a  99811

• p ,  ,  » -
Dear S en a to r  Pourcho t :

iw 'T 'f
Approx imate ly 1000 Alaskan c h i l d r e n  r i d e  to  schoo l d a i l y  in schoo l  1 p y Q/ f ^ r  t Lc, .  
vans which a r e  f e d e r a l l y  mandated to  be equ ipped w i th  s e a t b e l t s .  The r  I

OlA'
U.S. Department o f T r an s p o r t a t i o n  f u r t h e r  recommends in S tanda rd  17 
( en c lo s e d )  th a t  a l l  p a s s e n g e r s  r i d i n g  th e s e  Type I I  school b u s e s  and 
vans wear t h e i r  s a f e t y  b e l t s  when the v e h i c l e  i s  in mot ion . t
I under s t and  thatPlRomayne Kareen ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  the Department of 

^  Educa t ion ,  h a s  urged the S en a t e  T r an sp o r t a t i o n  Committee to  exempt

\ ^ t  \>o

school  b u s e s  from Sena te  B i l l  59 .  As in the p r e s en t  A laskan c h i l d  , , ‘
r e s t r a i n t  law, p a s s e n g e r s  in al l schoo l bu s e s  would be exempt from
buck l in g  up, w i thou t  making a d i s t i n c t i o n  between smal l school bu s e s  v
where s e a t b e l t s  a r e  p ro v id e d  by law and l a r g e  schoo l b u s e s  where they 
are not f e d e r a l l y  mandated. S en a t e  B i l l  59 a l r e a d y  exempts v e h i c l e s  
not equ ipped w i th  s e a t b e l t s ,  such a s  l a r g e  Type I school b u s e s .
I under s t and  t h a t  Ms. Kareen s t a t e d  th a t  th e r e  a r e  no s e a t b e l t  
i n s t a l l a t i o n  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  smal l  schoo l b u s e s .  T h i s  s t a t em en t  i s  
i n c o r r e c t .  I quote from a l e t t e r  which Ms. Kareen wro te to  me in 
September 1986:

"Approx imate ly  100 schoo l  b u s e s  we igh ing  l e s s  than 10 ,000 pounds t> S
and f o r  which the s t a t e  i s  p r o v id in g  re imbursement , t r a n s p o r t  E,
app rox im a te l y  1 ,173  schoo l  c h i l d r e n  in A l a s k a .  F ede ra l  Motor 1 b
V eh i c l e  S a f e t y  S t an d a rd s  r e q u i r e  tha t  schoo l b u s e s  we igh ing  l e s s  kJ
than 10 ,000 pounds be equ ipped by the manu fac tu r e r  w i th  s a f e t y  3  i ) v
r e s t r a i n t s . "  ib ^^  S

V Ss t a n d a r d s  a p p l i c a b l e  to  s e a t b e l t  i n s t a l l a t i o n  on smal l  schoo l b u s e s .  ^  . .  V1 
There a r e  a t  p r e s en t  no s e a t b e l t  i n s t a l l a t i o n  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  l a r g e  * -v i
Federa l  Motor V eh i c l e  S a f e t y  S t an d a rd s  No. 208 . 209 and 210 a r e  the . C„
school b u s e s ,  thu s  m anu f a c tu r e r s  use FMVSS No. 208 .  209 and 210 a s  '' X 5  v*
they app ly  t o  smal l  school b u s e s  when supp ly in g  l a r g e  b e l t e d  b u s e s .  v  Cr ^
The s t a t e  o f  M a s s a chu se t t s  h a s  by law s e t  b e l t  i n s t a l l a t i o n  s t a n d a r d s  v <+.
fo r  l a r g e  b u s e s  c o n s i s t a n t  w i th  those  f o r  smal l b u s e s .  M a s sa chu se t t s  
and Oregon "umbre l la "  young c h i l d r e n  r i d i n g  schoo l vans under t h e i r
c h i l d  r e s t r a i n t  laws . c w ,0. /  ^\
I have t r i e d  to work wi th  Ms. Kareen and the A la sk a  School Bus S a f e t y  
Committee t o  encourage the u se  o f  s e a t b e l t s  in school vans a s  ^  v Vi <>
recommended in S tanda rd  17. I was shocked to  l e a rn  a t  a p u b l i c  x £- J/ -Ch ea r in g  by the Task Force  on S e a t b e l t s  on School Buses in 1986 t h a t  ^  y
members o f  the S a f e t y  Committee f e l t  t h a t  s e a t b e l t s  on smal l school
buses  were in tended  on ly f o r  the use o f  s p e c i a l  educ a t ion  c h i l d r e n .  o  s

£T<3v*j.6 suupp< rvl b\\\ -’-jcxcl e V c u - 'v -p ix  - fir  s c o i ^ c O J ^ ,  -.

h h  C c r 6 ‘a r l o \  t c  _  \ ,' f d t t a d  0  b r  7v\t i . • U . i v £ \  n ’\  >SvVv(LC.J^ h u C f  S —- f '  i m vU o ’i  o*,, t c i <*-2 c p U - \\n\ d X



Tom Kyat t  s t a t e d  tha t  in F a i rb ank s  s e a t b e l t s  were bu ck l ed  under schoo l 
s e a t s  on r e g u l a r  runs so  t h a t  the s t u d e n t s  cou ld  not use them.
I wrote to  the Nat iona l  Highway T r a f f i c  S a f e t y  Adm in i s t r a t i on  (NHTSA) 
f o r  a c l a r i f i c a t i o n  ot  the a g en c y ' s  p o s i t i o n  on the use o f s e a t b e l t s  
in smal i school b u s e s .  Chie f Counsel E r ik a  Jon e s  responded in a 
l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  in Hay o f  1987. which I forwarded t o  Ms. Kareen , and 
which s t a t e d :

" . . . b e c a u s e  smal l schoo l bu s e s  e x p e r i e n c e  g r e a t e r  f o r c e  l e v e l s  
in a c r a s h ,  p a s s e n g e r s  on th e s e  v e h i c l e s  need the added s a f e t y  
b e n e f i t s  o f  the b e l t s  to m i t i g a t e  a g a in s t  i n j u r i e s  and 
f a t a l i t i e s .  Of c o u r s e ,  the b e l t s  on smal l schoo l  b u s e s  p rov ide  
s a f e t y  b e n e f i t s  only i f  they a r e  p rop e r l y  u sed .  We thu s  
recommend they be u sed  by a l l  p u p i l s  whenever the c h i l d r e n  
a r e  t r a n s p o r t e d .  Th i s  recommendation i s  c o n s i s t a n t  w i th  
Program S tanda rd  No. 17, which s t a t e s ,  ' P a s s e n g e r s  in Type II  
schoo l v e h i c l e s  equipped w i th  lap b e l t s  s h a l l  be r e q u i r e d  to  
wear them whenever th e  v e h i c l e  i s  in m o t ion . ' "  ( e n c lo s e d )

I am ve r y  conce rned about Ms. Kare en ' s  s u g g e s t i o n  th a t  c h i l d r e n  shou ld 
not be r e q u i r e d  t o  buck le  up in t h e i r  schoo l vans b e c au s e  o f the 
r e s u l t s  o f  the Canadian Crash T e s t s  o f 1984. NHTSA pub l i sh ed  a r e p o r t  
t i t l e d  " S a f e t y  B e l t s  in School Buses" In June o f  1985 which warned 
"Taken t o g e t h e r ,  the r e s u l t s  o f the Canadian t e s t s  shou ld  be vlevied 
wi th  c a u t i o n . "
To f u r t h e r  c l a r i f y  NHTSA's p o s i t i o n ,  I t e l ephoned t h e i r  o f f i c e s  on 
February 17, 1989 and spoke to  J e r r y  T an n ah i l l ,  D iv i s i o n  o f Occupant 
P r o t e c t i o n ,  Washington D. C. (202 -366 -2748 )  He s a i d  the NHTSA has  not 
changed i t s  p o s i t i o n  on the u se  o f  s e a t b e l t s  in smal l schoo l bu s e s  
because  o f  the  Canadian Crash T e s t s .  The agency c o n t in u e s  to  
recommend the use o f s e a t b e l t s  by a l l  o c cupan t s  of Type I I  schoo l 
v e h i c l e s .  They f e e l  t h a t  the Canadian t e s t s  were l im i t e d  in t h a t  they 
only i n v e s t i g a t e d  f r o n t a l  c r a s h e s  and d id  not c on s i d e r  s i d e  impact s  
and r o l l o v e r s  where s e a t b e l t  use would have been b e n e f i c i a l .
I f  Sena te  B i l l  No. 59 i s  amended to  exempt schoo l b u s e s ,  then a school 
c h i l d  cou ld  be f a c e d  w i th  the s i t u a t i o n  o f  b e in g  r e q u i r e d  t c  buck le  up 
in the f am i l y  van , w h i l e  not be ing  r e q u i r e d  to  buck le  up in h i s  
i d e n t i c a l  schoo l van. Th i s  s i t u a t i o n  would send c o n t r a d i c t o r y  and 
con fu s in g  s i g n a l s  t o  the c h i ’ d conce rn ing  the use o f  r e s t r a i n t s ,  a s  
we l l  a s  compromising h i s  s a f e t y .
I urge you t o  not make an exemption f o r  schoo l bu s e s  on Sena te  B i l l  
59 .  The s a f e t y  o f  A l a s k a ' s  school c h i l d r e n  i s  a t  s t a k e .

S i n c e r e l y  you r s ,

Laure l Osborne 
656-1805
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Ms. L a u r e l  O sb o rn e R e g i o n a l  C o o r d i n a t o rN a t i o n a l  C o a l i t i o n  f o r  S e a t b e l t s  on S c h o o l  B u sesP . O .  Box 225G a l e n a ,  A l a s k a  99741Dear Ms. O s b o rn e :T h i s  re s p o n d s  t o  y o u r  J a n u a r y  29, 1987 l e t t e r  t o  M r. B a r r y  F e l r i c e ,  NHTSA A s s o c i a t e  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  f o r  R u le m a k in g ,  a s k i n g  a b o u t  o u r a g e n c y ' s  p o s i t i o n  on s a f e t y  b e l t  use  in  s m a l l  s c h o o l  b u s e s  ( i . e . ,  s c h o o l  b u s e s  w ith  g r o s s  v e h i c l e  w e ig h t  r a t i n g s  (GVWR) o f  1 0 ,0 0 0  pounds o r  l e s s ) .  Yo u r l e t t e r  has been r e f e r r e d  t o  me f o r  r e p l y .I n  y o u r  l e t t e r ,  you e x p l a i n  t h a t  you and th e  A l a s k a  S c h o o l  Bus S a f e t y  C o m m ittee  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  in  A l a s k a ' s  im p le m e n t a t io n  o f  Highway S a f e t y  Program  S t a n d a r d  No. 1 7 , P u p i l  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  S a f e t y .  You r e q u e s t  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  NHTSA's p o s i t i o n  on s a f e t y  b e l t  u se  in  s m a l l  s c h o o l  b u s e s  b e c a u s e  members o f  t h e  co m m itte e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  s a f e t y  b e l t s  a r e  p r o v i d e d  on th o s e  b u ses  o n l y  f o r  t h e  u se  o t  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  s t u d e n t s .  You a l s o  r e q u e s t  i n f o r m a t i o n  on s a f e t y  b e l t  e d u c a t i o n  p ro g ram s t h a t  s c h o o l s  c o u ld  use to  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  p r o p e r  use o f  s a f e t y  b e l t s  by s t u d e n t  p a s s e n g e r s  i n  s m a l l  s c h o o l  b u s e s .As you m ig h t  know, NHTSA h as  two s e t s  o f  r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  s c h o o l  o u s e s .The f i r s t  s e t ,  i s s u e d  under t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  th e  N a t i o n a l  T r a f f i c  and M otor V e h i c l e  S a f e t y  A c t ,  a p p l i e s  t o  t h e  m a n u fa c tu r e  and s a l e  o f  new s c h o o l  b u ses  and i n c l u d e s  our motor v e h i c l e  s a f e t y  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  s c h o o l  b u s e s .  One o f  t h e s e  s a f e t y  s t a n d a r d s  i s  F e d e r a l  M otor V e h i c l e  S a f e t y  S t a n d a r d  No. 222, S c h o o l  Bus P a s s e n g e r  S e a t i n g  and C ra s h  P r o t e c t i o n ,  w h ich  r e q u i r e s  t h e  s a f e t y  b e l t s  f o r  p a s s e n g e r s  on s m a l l  s c h o o l  b u s e s .The s e c o n d  s e t  o f  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  i s s u e d  under t h e  Highway S a f e t y  A c t ,  i n c l u d e s  Highway S a f e t y  Program  S t a n d a r d  No. 17 and r e l a t e s  t o  th e  u se  o f  s c h o o l  v e h i c l e s .  B e c a u s e  r e q u ir e m e n t s  f o r  t h e  use o f  s c h o o l  b u s e s  a r e  s e t  by th e  s t a t e s ,  S t a n d a r d  N o. 17 s e t s  f o r t h  reco m m endatio ns t o  t h e  s t a t e s  f o r  t h e  " u p i l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a s p e c t  o f  t h e i r  h ighw ay s a f e t y  p r o g r a m s .  We e n c o u r a g e  s t a t e s  to  c o n s i d e r  S t a n d a r d  No. 1 7 ' s  reco m m e n d a tio n s  b u t  do n o t  i n s i s t  on c o m p l i a n c e  w it h  e v e r y  a s p e c t  o f  th e  s t a n d a r d .A s you a r e  a w a re ,  NHTSA do es not b e l i e v e  t h a t  a F e d e r a l  r e q u ir e m e n t  f o r  s a f e t y  b e l t s  on l a r g e  s c h o o l  b u s e s  (GVWR g r e a t e r  th a n  1 0 ,0 0 0  pounds) i s  n e c e s s a r y  b e c a u s e  l a r g e  s c h o o l  b u c e s  a r e  v e r y  s a f e  v e h i c l e s  due to  t h e i r
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2m a ss, s e a t i n g  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  and " c o m p a r t m e n t a l i z e d "  s e a t i n g  p o s i t i o n s .  However, b e c a u s e  s m a l l  s c h o o l  b u s e s  e x p e r i e n c e  g r e a t e r  f o r c e  l e v e l s  i n  a c r a s h ,  p a s s e n g e r s  on t h e s e  v e h i c l e s  need t h e  added s a f e t y  b e n e f i t s  o f  th e  b e l t s  to  m i t i g a t e  a g a i n s t  i n j u r i e s  and f a t a l i t i e s .  Of c o u r s e ,  th e  b e l t s  on s m a l l  s c h o o l  b u ses  p r o v id e  s a f e t y  b e n e f i t s  o n ly  i f  th e y  a r e  p r o p e r l y  u s e d .  We th u s  recommend t h e y  be u sed by a l l  p u p i l s  w henever t h e  c h i l d r e n  a r e  t r a n s p o r t e d .  T h i s  recom m endation i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w it h  Program  S t a n d a r d  No. 1 7 , w h ich  s t a t e s ,  " P a s s e n g e r s  i n  Type I I  s c h o o l  v e h i c l e s  e q u ip p e d  w it h  l a p  b e l t s  s h a l l  be  r e q u i r e d  t o  wear them whenever th e  v e h i c l e  i s  i n  m o t i o n ."  ( I V . C . 3 . d ( 5 ) . )W ith  r e g a r d  t o  y o u r  q u e s t i o n  a b o u t b e l t  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s ,  NHTSA and t h e  N a t i o n a l  PTA h a v e  p u t  t o g e t h e r  a " S a f e t y  B e l t  A/V R e s o u r s e  K i t "  and a " C h i l d r e n ' s  T r a i n i n g  K i t "  a s  p a r t  o f  our 1986 s a f e t y  b e l t  a w a re n e ss  c a m p a ig n . The k i t  c o n t a i n s  m a t e r i a l s  g e a r e d  toward i n c r e a s i n g  s a f e t y  b e l t  use by c h i l d r e n  i n  p a s s e n g e r  c a r s ,  and m ig h t  b e  h e l p f u l  i n  p ro m o tin g  b e l t  u sag e  i n  s m a l l  s c h o o l  b u s e s .  I  am s e n d in g  you th e  r e s o u r c e  k i t s  by s e p a r a t e  c o v e r .F u r t h e r ,  some s t a t e s  have  d e v e lo p e d  t h e i r  own s a f e t y  b e l t  e d u c a t i o n  program s f o r  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n .  The p e r s o n  i n  yo u r s t a t e  who m ig h t  be a b l e  t o  p r o v id e  you w it h  more i n f o r m a t i o n  on th e  p ro g ram s a v a i l a b l e  in  A l a s k a  i s : M s. Romayne KareenP u p i l  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  O f f i c e rPouch FS t a t e  O f f i c e  B u i l d i n g  J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811 (907) 465-2890A l s o ,  e n c l o s e d  i n  t h i s  l e t t e r  i s  a F e b r u a r y  1986 NHTSA r e p o r t  e n t i t l e d ,  " S c h o o l  Bus S a f e t y  B e l t s :  T h e i r  U s e ,  C a r r y o v e r  E f f e c t s  andA d m i n i s t r a t i v e  I s s u e s . "  The r e p o r t  d e s c r i b e s  an e x p l o r a t o r y  s t u d y  o f  th e  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  v a r i o u s  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  w it h  s a f e t y  b e l t  p rogram s f o r  s c h o o l  b u s e s .  You m ig h t  f i n d  th e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and e d u c a t i o n a l  com ponents o f  bus b e l t  program s h e l p f u l .I  hope t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  o f  a s s i s t a n c e .  P le a s e  c o n t a c t  us i f  you have f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s . S i n c e r e l y ,

E n c lo s u r e
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PURPJSE
Standard 17 is designed to improve State pro^— 
grams for transporting pupils safely in urban an<̂ ^ ,  
rural areas by setting requirements for proper 
and safe equipment; maintenance of equipment; 
selection, training, and supervision of drivers 
and maintenance personnel; and administrative 
provisions in the field of pupil transportation.

STANDARD
I. Scope. This standard establishes minimum re­
quirements for a Stale highway safely program 
for pupil transportation safety; including the 
identification, operation, and maintenance of 
schoolbuses; training of personnel; and admin­
istration.
II. Purpose. The purpose of this standard is to 
reduce, to the greatest extent possible, the dan­
ger of death or injury to schoolchildren while 
they are being transported to and from school.
III. Definitions. "Type I school vehicle" means 
any motor vehicle with motive power, except a 
trailer, used to carry more than 16 pupils to and 
from school. This definition includes vehicles 
that are at any time used to carry schoolchildren 
and school personnel exclusively, and does not 
include vehicles that only carry schoolchildren 
along with other passengers as part of the op­
erations of a common carrier.
J^'Type II school vehicle" means any molo 
vehicle used to carry 16 or less pupils to or fronT—̂  
school. This does riot include private motor 
vehicles used to carry members of the owner's 
household.
IV. K iquirements. Each State, in cooperation 
with its school districts and its political subdivi­
sions, shall have a comprehensive pupil transpor­
tation safety program to assure that school ve­
hicles are operated and maintained so as to 
achieve the highest possible level of safety.

A. Administration. 1. There shall be a single 
Slate agency having primary administrative re­
sponsibility for pupil transportation, and employ­
ing at least one full-time professional to carry 
out its responsibilities for pupil transportation.

2. The responsible State agency shall develop 
an operating system for collecting and reporting 
information needed to improve the safety of

school vehicle operations, in accordance with 
Safety Program Standard No. 10, "Traffic Rec­
ords," § 204.4.
. B. Identification and equipment of school ve- 

y glides. Each State shall establish and maintain 
compliance with the following requirements for 
identification and equipment of school vehicles. 
The use of stop arms is at the option of the State.

1. Type I school vehicles shall:
a. Be identified with the words. "School Bus," 

printed in letters not less than 3 inches high, 
located between the warning signal lamps as 
high as possible without impairing visibility of the 
lettering from both front and rear, and have no 
other lettering on the front or rear of the vehicle;

b. Be painted National School Bus Glossy 
Yellow, in accordance with the colorimetric 
specification of Federal Standard No. 595a, 
Color 13432, except that the hood shail be 
either that color or lustcrless black, matching 
Federal Standard No. 595a, Color 37038;

c. Have bumpers of glossy black, matching 
Federal Standard No. 595a, Color 17038; unless 
for increased night visibility, they are covered 
with a relroflective material.

d. Be equipped with a system of signal lamps 
that conforms to the schoolbus requirements of 
Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard 108, 49 
CFR 571.21; and

e. Have a system of mirrors that will give the 
seated driver a view of the roadway to each 
side of the bus, and of the area immediately in 
front of the front bumper, in accordance with 
ffie following procedure:

s—•«' When a rod, 30 inches long, is placed up­
right on the ground at any point along a traverse 
line 1 foot forward of the forwardmost point 
of a schoolbus, and extending the width of the 
bus, at least 7’/j inches of the length of the rod 
shall be visible to the driver, either by direct 
view or by means of an indirect visibility system.

2. Type I school vehicles that are operated 
by a privately or publicly owned local transit 
system, and used for regular common carrier 
transit route service as well as special school 
route service, shall meet all of the requirements 
of this standard, except as follows:

a. Such vehicles need not be painted yellow 
and black as required by paragraphs 1(b) and 
1 (c) of this section.

b. In lieu of the requirements of paragraph 
1(a) of this section, sucn vehicles shall, while



transporting children to and from school, be 
equipped with temporary signs, located con­
spicuously on the front and back of the vehicle.
The sign on the front shall have the words 
"School Bus" printed in black letters not less 
than 6 inches high, on a backgtound of national 
school bus glossy yellow, as specified in para­
graph 1(b) of this section. The sign on the rear 
shall be at least 10 square feet in sire and shall 
be painted national school bus glossy yellow, as 
specified in paragraph 1(b) of this section, and 
have the words “School Bus" printed in black 
letters not less than 8 inches high. Both the 
6-inch and 8-inch letters shall be Series "D" as 
specified in the Standard Alphabets—Federal 
Highway Administration, 1966.

c. Where such vehicles are used only in 
places where use of warning signal lamps is 
prohibited, they need not be equipped with 
the signal lamps required by paragraph 1(d) 
of this section.

3. Any school vehicle meeting the identifica­
tion requirements of l.a-d above that is perma­
nently converted for use wholly for purposes 
other than transporting pupils to or from school 
shall be painted a color other than National 
School Bus Glossy Yellow, and shall have the 
stop arms, and equipment required by section 
IV.B.I.d, removed.

4. Type I school vehicles being operated on a 
public highway, and transporting primarily pas­
sengers other than school pupils shall have the 
words, "School Bus," covered, removed, or 
otherwise concealed, and the stop arms and w  
equipment required by section IV.B.l .d shall not
be operable through the usual controls.

5. a. Type II school vehicles shall either:
(1) Comply with all the requirements for Type 

I school vehicles; or
(2) Be of a color other than National School 

Bus Glossy Yellow, have none of the equipment 
specified in IV.B.I.d, and not have the words, 
"School Bus," in any location on the exterior of 
the vehicle, or in any interior location visible to 
a motorist.

b. The State shall establish conditions under 
which one or the other of the above two specifi­
cations for Type II vehicles shall apply.

C. Operation. Each Slate shall establish and 
maintain compliance with the following require­

1. Personnel, a. Each Slate shall develop 
plan for selecting, training, and supervising per- .

. jns whose primary duties involve transporting 
''-s'chool pupils, in order to assure that such per- *v. 

sons will attain a high degree of competence in, q  
and knowledge of, their duties.

b. Every person who drives a Type I or TypeOC 
II school vehicle occupied by school pupils shall, 
as a minimum: . .

(1) Have a valid State driver's license to op- ^  t- 
erate such a vehicle(s);

(2) Meet all special physical, mental, and 
moral requirements established by the State 
agency having primary responsibility for pupil 
transportation; and

(3) Be qualified as a driver under the Motor 
Carrier Safely Regulations of the Federal High­
way Administration 49 CFR 391, if he or his 
employer is subject to those regulations.

2. Pupil instruction. At least twice during 
each school year, each pupil who is transported 
in a .xhool vehicle shail be instructed in safe 
riding practices, and participate in emergency 
evacuation drills.

3. Vehicle operation, a. Each Slate shall de­
velop plans for minimizing highway use hazards 
to school vehicle occupants, other highwuy users, 
pedestrians, and properly, including but not 
limited to:

(1) Careful planning and annual review of 
routes for safety hazards,-

(2) Planning routes to assure maximum use of 
buses, and avoid standees;

(3) Providing loading and unloading zones 
off the main traveled part of highways, wherever 
it is practicable to do so;

(4) Establishing restricted loading and unload­
ing areas for schoolbuses at, or near schools;

15) Requiring the driver of a vehicle meeting 
or overtaking a schoo'bus that is stopped on a 
highway to take on or discharge pupils, and on 
which the red warning signals specified in
IV.B.I.d are in operation, to stop his vehicle 
before it reaches the schoolbus and not proceed 
until the warning signals are deactivated; and 

(6) Prohibiting, by legislation or regulation, 
operation of any vehicle displaying the words,
"School Bus," unless it meets the equipment and 
identification requirements of this standard.

m e n ts  f o r  o p e r a t i n g  s c h o o l v e h ic le s :



b. Use of flashing warning signal lamps while 
loading or unloading pupils sholl be af the option 
of the State. Use of red warning signal lamps 
for any other purpose, and at any time othe*'~N, 
than when the school vehicle is stopped to loav.
or discharge passengers shall be prohibited.

c. When vehicles are equipped with stop 
arms, such devices shall be operated only in 
conjunction with red signal lamps.

d. Seating. (1) Seating shall be provided that 
will permit each occupant to sit in a seat in a 
plan view lateral location, intended by the manu­
facturers to provide seating accommodation for 
a person at least as large cs a 5th percentile 
adult female, as defined in 49 CFR 571.3.

(2) Bus routing and seating plans shall be 
coordinated so as to eliminate standees when a 
school vehicle is in motion.

(3) There shall be no auxiliary seating accom­
modations such as temporary or folding jump 
seats in school vehicles.

(4) Drivers of school vehicles equipped with 
lap belts shall be required to wear them when-

the vehicle is in motion.
Passengers in Type II school vehicles 

with lap belts shall be required to wear 
them whenever the vehicle is in motion.

D. Vehicle maintenance. Each State shall 
establish and maintain compliance with the fol­
lowing requirements for vehicle maintenance:

1. School vehicles shall be maintained in safe 
operating conditions through a systematic pre­
ventive maintenance program.

2. All school vehicles shall be inspected at 
least semiannually, in accordance with Highway 
Safely Program Manual Vol. 1, published by the 
Department of Transportation January 1969. 
School vehicles subject to the Motor Carrier 
Safety Regulations of the Federal Highway Ad­
ministration shall be inspected and maintained 
in accordance with those regulations (49 CFR 
Parts 393 and 396).

3. School vehicle drivers shall be required 
to perform daily pretrip inspections of their ve­
hicles, and to report promptly and in writing any 
defects or deficiencies discovered that may affec» 
the safety of the vehicle’s operation or result in 
its mechanical breakdown. Prelrip inspection 
and condition reports for school vehicles subject 
to the Motor Carrier Safety Regulations of the 
Federal Highway Administration shall be per­

formed in accordance with those regulations (49 
CFR 392.7, 392.8, and 396.7).
V. Program evaluation. The pupil transporta­
tion safety program shall be evaluated af least 
annually by the State agency having primary 
administrative responsibility for pupil transpor­
tation. The National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration shall be furnished a summary of 
each evaluation.

1 /2 /7 4



S t a t i s t i c s

S c h o o l  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  1 9 8 6  -  1 9 8 7
State

Pupils 
Transported 

at Public 
Expense

Bus Ownership Total
Number

ot
Buses

Total
Miles
ot

Service

Transportation 
Expcndltures(S) 

Including 
Capital OutlayType 1

District 
Type II Total Type I

Contractor 
Type II Total

*-*ovima........... 441,115 6,360 17fi 6,536 0 0 0 6,536 53,815,195 $65,661,209
........... 41,576 107 112 454 /8fT> 540 652 5,805,000 23,131,279°

Anrona'........... 205,251 370 3,085 3,455 67 0 67 3,522 32,961,729 50,189,410
Arkansas ......... 264,474 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 4,179 38,202,000 48,635,662
CaMorma......... 1,094,367 10,969 2,586 13,555 3,447 3,314 6,761 20,316 277,969,108 649,325,896
Cororado ......... 226,563 4,023 399 4,422 N/A N/A N/A 4,422 44,613,987 53,736,778
.̂onneCllCUt___ 348,753 N/A N/A N/A 3,654 1,002 4,656 4,656 a 110 ,000,000

Owtrware......... 83,683 339 30 369 898 41 939 1,308 16,427.596 27.742,101
PVytda............. 759,388 d,042 300 8,342 649 0 649 8,991 123,150,130 226,361,097
Georgia........... 1,094,802 N/A N/A 10,331 N/A N/A 9 10,340 89,119,080 161,859,686
•Mwaii............. 40,237 15 0 15 508 240 748 763 7,240,558 17,654,717
ts*r>0 ............... 122,400 1,476 10 1,486 528 10 538 2,084 20,665,380 25,651,630
ttrxxs............... 928,200 N/A N/A 8,782 N/A N/A 12,450 21,230 250,004,393 338,233,257
vvjuna ....... 681,491 7,307 160 7,467 2,484 N/A 2,484 9,951 65,796,194 186,240,690
*»»» ....... 244,618 5,815 830 6,645 226 16 242 6,887 62,384,262 59,342,469
»an*as ........... 162,633 558 3,452 4,010 N/A N/A 1,261 5,271 41,671,097 51,550,057
• o"!ucky.......... 454,501 7,164 472 7,636 174 11 183 7,819 78,831,900 97,033,965

• . vana......... 536,765 3,237 121 3,358 3,742 140 3,882 7,240 65,108,194 123,779,963
U*n* ............. 170,240 198 1,738 1,936 56 403 459 2,395 29,436,474° 38,448,006
Maryland......... 447,399 2,478 14 2,492 2,597 47 2,644 5,136 79,450,533 113,379,689
Massachusetts.. 496,688 N/A N/A 2,288 N/A N/A 5,208 7,496 56,531,103 150,652,577°
Michigan ......... 781,874 N/A N/A 13.4&J N/A N/A 100 13,580 128,520,000 250,000,000
Minnesota ....... 854,347 3,859 787 4,646 4,560 995 5,555 10,210 116,473,000° 171,611,076
Mississippi........ 361,580 N/A N/A 5,200 2 0 2 5,202 41,322.249 55,439,819
Missouri........... 456,156 4,813 1,129 5,942 3,375 792 4,167 10,109 107,787,266 155,074,336
Montana........... 60,106 632 48 680 593 48 641 1,321 16,678,152° 17,068,680
Nebraska......... 263,588 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 3,552 29,927,872 32,534,089
Nevada............. 60,478 139 827 966 0 0 0 966 13,513,522 26,125,864
New Hampshire. 100,000 291 29 320 1,327 353 1,680 2,000 13,500,000 26,650,547°
Now Jersey___ 619,246 3,547 1,747 5,294 4,605 3,335 7,940 13,234 119,191,000 284,285,392°
New Mexico. . . . 136,792 503 71 574 1,240 303 1,543 2,117 29,260,071° 53,082,143
•*ov. York......... 1,917,619 11,539 3,663 15,202 N/A N/A 12,000b 27,202 300,000,000” 906,259,719
**onh Carolina.. 686,089 13,153 0 13,153 0 0 0 13,153 118,429,680 118,538,141
Nodh Dakota . . . 49,619 1,231 168 1,399 448 61 509 1,908 25,676,000 24,343,508°
Ohio................. 1,296,806 10,866 154 11,020 440 38 478 11,958 162,371,000 268,958,350°
Oklahoma......... 298,862 6,701 87 6,788 N/A N/A N/A 6,788 58,139,408 66,395,099
Oregon ............. 215,831 2,642 354 2,996 1,515 125 1,640 4,636 43,170,484° 71,473,317
Pennsylvania . .. 1,337,637 4,915 232 5,147 12,508 2,934 15,442 20,589 252,957,803 382,454,715
Rhode Island0 .. 90,000 N/A N/A 270 N/A N/A 1,080 1,350 N/A N/A
South Carolina.. 138,783 5,950 13 5,963 18 338 356 6,319 67,309,575 54,652,962
South Dakota... 47,466 1,138 101 1,239 391 27 418 1,657 18,707.420 18,607,477
lannossee ........ 552,996 4,860 151 5,011 1,390 150 1,540 6,551 74,273,760 77,013,202
Texas ............... 1 ,010,000 22,932 1,558 24,490 631 25 656 25,146 200,899,300 196,119,499
Utah................. 153,273 1,429 67 1,496 78 2 80 1,576 18,176,856 28,988,429
Vermont........... 71,567 567 50 1,117 477 126 603 1,846 11,531,429 16,657,688
Virginia ............. 735,553 8,866 410 9,276 281 0 281 9,567 84,194,110 153,656,936
Washington___ 365,920 5,204 385 5,589 660 151 811 6,400 69,293,757 132,882,016
Washington DC . 5,161 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 148 2,020,000 N/A
West Virginia . . . 278,380 2,721 296 3,017 0 63 63 3,080 37,746,950 84,132,950
Wisconsin ........ 469,413 N/A N/A 1,971 N/A N/A 5,112 7,083 73,508,025° 120,252,435Wyoming.......... 42,203 1,183 327 1,510 32 14 46 1,556 15,145,940 26,208,211

TOTAL............. 22,602,499 178,139 26,032 246,093 54.055 15,190 106,463 361,998 3,690,908,522 $6,300,076,638
SO URC E : T h e N a tio n a l A s so c ia tio n o t S ta te D ire c to rs  o l P u p il T ra n sp o r ta t io n S e rv ic e s a n d  B ob it P u b lis h in g  R e se a rc h D e p a r tm e n t.
*) Does not tabulate m ileage at state level; °) Estimates by NYDOT range from 45%  to 55%  o l all schoo l buses are con trac to r-ow ned ;c) P rev ious yea r's da ta shown.
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P.O. Box 225 
Galena . A la ska  99741
February 25. 1989

S ena to r  Pat Pourchot 
P.O. Box V
Juneau .  A la ska  99811 
Dear Sena to r  Pourchot :
I am w r i t i n g  in suppor t  o f  House B i l l  105, mandatory s e a t b e i t s .  I 
have been in vo l v ed  in s e a t b e l t  educa t ion  programs in the Galena School 
D i s t r i c t  s i n c e  1985 and f e e l  a s e a t b e l t  use law w i l l  encourage more 
A la sk an s  to  buck le  up and thus s a v e  l i v e s .
As S e c r e t a r y  and Re^-ona l Coord ina to r  f o r  the Nationa l C o a l i t i o n  For 
S e a t b e l t s  on School Bu se s ,  I suppor t  the i n s t a l l a t i o n  of s e a t b e l t s  on 
l a r g e  Type I schoo l b u s e s .  However, I f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  i s s u e  shou ld  not 
be add re s s ed  in HB 105 b ec au se  the i s s u e  i s  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  and cou ld  
damage the chance s  f o r  p a s s a g e  o f the b i l l .
U n fo r tu n a t e l y ,  the language o f  the b i l l  a s  amended in House J u d i c i a r y  
nov> e x c e p t s  "p a s s e n g e r s  in a schoo l bus" w i thou t  making a d i s t i n c t i o n  
between p a s s e n g e r s  r i d i n g  in Type I I  smal l schoo l bu s e s  anc vans where 
s a f e t y  r e s t r a i n t s  a r e  f e d e r a l l y  mandated and l a r g e  Type I schoo l ou s e s  
where the;/ a r e  no t .
There i s  no c o n t r o v e r s y  su r round ing  the i n s t a l l a t i o n  and use o f  
s e a t b e l t s  on smal l schoo l b u s e s .  The i s s u e  was s e t t l e d  in 1977 by the 
Nat iona l  Highway T r a f f i c  S a f e t y  Adm in i s t r a t ion  (NHTSA) which i s s u e d  
F edera l  Motor V eh i c l e  S a f e t y  S tanda rd  No. 222 which r e q u i r e s  s e a t b e l t s  
on a l l  schoo l bu s e s  under 10 ,000 l b s .  g r o s s  v e n i c l e  w e igh t .  School 
vans t r a n s p o r t i n g  l e s s  than 10 s t u d en t s  cannot be c e r t i f i e d  a s  "school 
buses" by f e d e r a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  and w i l l  be p r o t e c t e d  by HB 105.
However, the app rox ima te l y  1000 Alaskan schoo l c h i l d r e n  who r i d e  on 
app rox ima te ly  100 Type I I  school vans d a i l y  w i l l  be d i s c r im in a t e d  
a g a in s t  and den ied  the p r o t e c t i o n  o f  the s e a t b e l t s  a l r e a d y  p rov id ed  in 
t h e i r  b u s e s .
NHTSA c on t in u e s  to  recommend s e a t b e l t  use by a l l  c h i l d r e n  r i d i n g  Type
I I  schoo l b u s e s  and vans a s  s e t  f o r t h  in S tanda rd  17. J e r r y  
T an n ah i l l ,  o f  NHTSA Occupant P r o t e c t i o n ,  s t a t e d  in a te lephone 
c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i th  me on February 17, 1989 tha t  che Agency has  not 
changed i t s  p o s i t i o n  b ecause  o f  the Canadian Crash T e s t s  in 1984. He 
s a i d  th a t  the t e s t s  were l im i t e d  in tha t  they on ly  add r e s s ed  f r o n t a l  
c r a s h e s  and d id  not c on s i d e r  s i d e  impacts and r o l l o v e r s  where b e l t s  
would have been b e n e f i c i a l .  He s t r e s s e d  th a t  the Canadian t e s t s  
shou ld be viewed wi th  c a u t i o n .
There were prob lems w i th  the Canadian Crash T e s t s  o th e r  than those 
mentioned by NHTSA. Numerous r e b u t t a l s  to  the Canadian r e s u l t s  have 
been w r i t t e n  which a d d r e s s  such p o in t s  a s :



\

1 . The use o f  e x t r em e ly  s t i f f  backed dummies which d id  not 
a c c u r a t e l y  model human sp in a l  f l e x a b i l i t y .

2 . F a i l u r e  to  a d j u s t  the s e a t b e l t s  on b e l t e d  dummies, r e s u l t i n g  
in the dummy s l i d i n g  10 in ch e s  on the  s e a t  b e f o r e  c o n t a c t i n g  
the s a f e t y  b e l t .  A s e a t b e l t  must be snug ly  t i g h t e n e d  a g a in s t  
the body to  be of b e n e f i t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in a 30 m i l e  per hour 
c r a sh  in to  a o r i c k  w a i l .  The s t i f f n e s s  o f  the dummy coup led  
w i th  the a c c e l e r a t i o n  of the body i n t o  the s e a t b e l t ,  may have 
h e lp ed  c o n t r i b u t e  to  the high head i n j u r y  r e a d in g s .

3 .  The s i x  in s t rumen ted  dummies used on each bus on ly  had 
in s t rumen ta t ion  on fo r e h e a d s  and c h e s t s - - n o  o th e r  p a r t  o f  the 
body was mon i to red .  Impacts r e c e i v e d  by the necks o f  u nb e l t e d  
dummies were not measured . I n j u r i e s  o c c u r r i n g  to  unb e l t e d  
dummies which were thrown in to  the a i s l e s  were not measured . 
I n j u r i e s  s u s t a i n e d  by an unbe l t e d  dummy s i t t i n g  in the f r o n t  
s e a t  o f the school van , and which was thrown through the 
r e s t r a i n i n g  b a r r i e r  and landed up s id e  down on top o f the door 
opening mechanism were not measured.

I would be happy to  p ro v id e  you w i th  r e b u t t a l s  o f  the Canadian t e s t s .  
No f e d e r a l ,  s t a t e  or lo c a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  has e i t h e r  removed s a f e t y  
b e l t s  from school vans or recommended a g a in s t  t h e i r  use because  o f  the 
Canadian t e s t s .
d e a r l y ,  the exemption o f school c h i l d r e n  r i d i n g  in Type II  school 
buses i s  unwise ,  e s p e c i a l l y  g iv en  t h i s  L e g i s l a t u r e ' s  committment t o  
the s a f e t y  and w e l l - b e i n g  o f  A l a s k a ' s  c h i l d r e n .
School bus s a f e t y  a d v o c a t e s  would be s a t i s f i e d  w i th  an amendment 
r e ad in g  "excep t  p a s s e n g e r s  in l a r g e  Type I schoo l  b u s e s  we igh ing ove r  
1 0 , 0 0 0  l b s . "  or s im i l a r  wording to  th a t  e f f e c t .  I s i n c e r e l y  hope t h a t  
the Mandatory S e a t b e l t  Law p a s s e s  t h i s  year and I hope th a t  w i th  your 
suppo r t ,  those  1000 Alaskan schoo l c h i l d r en  r i d i n g  Type I I  smal l 
school  b u s e s  and vans wi l l  not be f o r g o t t e n .
Sincerely,

Laurel Osborne. Chairman
Galena School bus S a f e t y  Committee
S e c r e t a r y ,  Nat iona l  C o a l i t i o n  For S e a t b e l t s  on School Buses
656-1805



servicing. The ceiling will have 1 V i"  fiberglass insulation and foam padding covered with trans­portation vinyl material to match the school bus seats. Above the entrance door and rear emergency exit will also ue padded and cov­ered with matching material.
ENTRANCE DOOR AND STEPThe front passenger door shall be hand-operated from the driver’s position with a mechanical door control. The mechanism shall be adjustable for length. The door shall be adequately reinforced to accept the mechanism. The mech­anism shall be bolted in place. A step has been added to create a three step entrance.

EMERGENCY DOORThe chassis (van) provided rear door(s) is (are) modified for oper­ation as an emergency door. The emergency door meets Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards for school buses.
ELECTRICALCircuits are protected by circuit breakers. All wiring is color- coded. There are two dome lights in the passenger compartment.The school bus warning light sys­tem switch is within easy reach of the driver.

SIDE WINDOWSEight (8) split sash windows are installed. The sash is lowered from the top by metal latches.SEATSEight (8) seats, 26" minimum cushion width, are foward facing. # Each passenger position is equip­ped with a seat belt. There is a minimum center aisle of 16 inches.MIRRORSThe interior mirror is the chassis (van) manufacturer’s standard interior mirror. The exterior mir­rors are 6" x 9" below eye-line mirrors on left and right side. An 8" convex crossover mirror is mounted on the driver side.SUNVISORChassis (van) supplied.

WIPERSChassis (van) supplied. Two speed electric with washer.
WINDSHIELDChassis (van) supplied.

CHASSISConversion available on GMC, Chevrolet, Ford and Dodge vans that meet federal school bus requirements.
COLORExterior is National School Bus yellow. Wheels and bumpers to be chassis (van) standard color, unless optional color is required. Chassis (van) areas around dash, inside doors and stepwell will be chassis (van) supplied color. Interior ceiling is tan. Seat frames are black.

MISCELLANEOUS□  Certificate holder is mounted in the drivers area.□  Roof signs mounted front and rear with warning lights. To be installed in a manner not to create leaks.□  Lettering meets state school bus requirements.□  Spare is optional (will be loaded loose).□  Driver seat is chassis (van) supplied.□  Heater is chassis (van) supplied.□  Safety equipment is optional:Must specify 10 unit or 16 unit— First aid kit.□  Super vans must be ordered for 18 or 20 passengers.
Ford/GMC/Chevrolet 16 passenger

r

COACH CORPORATI ONCorporate O ffice: 130 W. V ictoria, G ardena. C alifo rn ia  90248. Phone (800) 682-4100 In  C alifo rn ia , (800)682-3100 R egional O ffices: Boca R aton, Boston, Chicago, D allas, Los Angeles, San  Francisco, a n d  W ashington D .C.
In keeping with our policy of constant product refinement. »c reserve the right to make product changes at any lime without prior notice.



FLOORThe floor of the van shall be made | level with Vz"  exterior grade plywood over the steel floor, also adding strength and insulation. In the underseat area, the floor is covered with black rubber cover­ing having a minimum overall thickness of .125 inch ( V s"). In the aisle, the black rubber cover­ing is non-skid, wear resistant and| ribbed. The minimum overall thickness is .1875 inch (3/i6"). A 1 Vz"  white nosing is installed in the floor at the entrance door.
INTERIOR FINISHThe walls below the windows to the floor will be covered with embossed aluminum. The window I post will be painted. The rear corners will be finished with pad-1 ded panels from floor to ceiling that can be removed for rear light

I W I O I WY c o a c m  C O M O M I i Q h

The 16 p a sse n g e r ty p e  I I  
(typ e A) sch o o l b u s m ee ts 

fe d e ra lD .O .T . re q u ire m e n ts  
fo r  buses w ith  a  G VW R  o f 

10,000p o u n d s o r less.

BODY FRAMESTRUCTURE1 Vi " x 2" (l6g.) formed angle will run longitudinal between the win­dow frame and floor. The seat rail will be Vs" x V / z "x  1 Vz" formed steel angle running front to rear

ROOF STRUCTUREFive (5), 1" x 2 "  (l6g.) rectangular tube roof bows to tie in with the window frame structure. These are in addition to the existing chassis (van) roof support mem­bers. A certification of our testing is available upon request.
WINDOW FRAMEA one piece structure using 1 Vz"  x 2" (l6g.) rectangular tube as the header (top) and window post.The bottom and the front portions of the structure is a 1 Vz" formed steel, 16 gauge channel. The rear vertical portion of the structure is a 1 Vz"  x 2 Vz" formed steel L shaped 16 gauge channel. The windows will remove from the outside for repairs.

just above the wheelhouse for seat frame attachment, A 1" x 2 "  rec­tangular tube will run vertically from the floor to the window post.



ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

Sen. Pat Pourchot, Chairman 
Sen. Jan Faiks, Vice Chairman
Sen. Al Adams R 0' Box V
Sen. Tim Kelly Juneau, AK 99811
Sen. Rick Uehling ~907-465-3712

Senate State Affairs Committee 
M a r c h  8 ,  1989

E l r i t a  J .  M a g o f f i n  B O X  8 0 3 2 2
F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  99708 

D e a r  E l r i t a :

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  b r i n g i n g  t o  m e  y o u r  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  s e a t b e l t s  i n  
s c h o o l  b u s e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  u n d e r  1 0 ,0 0 0  p o u n d s .

A s  y o u  k n o w ,  HB 105 e x c l u d e s  p a s s e n g e r s  i n  a l l  s c h o o l  b u s e s  
f r o m  t h e  m a n d a t o r y  s e a t b e l t  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  I  p e r s o n a l l y  a g r e e  
w i t h  y o u  t h a t  s e a t b e l t  u s e  s h o u l d  b e  r e q u i r e d  o n  t h e  t y p e  I I  
b u s ^ s ,  b u t  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  m i n e  i s  n o t  a  m a j o r i t y  v i e w .  O t h e r  
m e m b e r  -3 o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e s  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  b i l l  a n d  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  f e e l  s t r o n g l y  t h a t  t h e  t e s t i n g  d o n e  t o  d a t e  o n  t h e  
c r a s h  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  s m a l l  s c h o o l  b u s e s  i s  i n c o n c l u s i v e .  N o b o d y  
w a n t e d  t o  b e  i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  e n a c t i n g  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  m i g h t  
c a u s e  p e o p l e  h a r m  r a t h e r  t h a n  p r o t e c t  t h e m  f r o m  h a r m .

H o w e v e r ,  I  w a s  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  a  s t a t e m e n t  o f  
i n t e n t  t o  a c c o m p a n y  t h e  b i l l .  T h e  s t a t e m e n t  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  o n c e  
t h e  N a t i o n a l  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  S a f e t y  B o a r d  i s f . ’ e s  i t s  r e p o r t  o n  t h e  
c r a s h  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  s m a l l  s c h o o l  b u s e s ,  s t a t e  l a w  w i l l  b e  
r e v i e w e d  f o r  c h a n g e s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  c o n f o r m  A l a s k a  l a w  t o  t h e  N T S B  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .

HB 105 i s  b e i n g  h e a r d  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  
t o m o r r o w ;  i t  t h e n  g o e s  t o  t h e  S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  f o r  t h e i r  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  I t  i s  m y  h o p e  t h a t  i t  w i l l  b e  t o  t h e  S e n a t e  f l o o r  
f o r  a  v o t e  s o o n .

K e e p  u p  t h e  g o o d  w o r k !

S i n c e r e l y , /

f i r^ e n a t o r  P a t  P o u r c h o t
C h a i r m a n

P P / s s



Elrita J. Magoffin 
Box 80322
Fairbanks, Alaska 99708

Sen. Pat Pourchot 
Transportation Committee 
P.O.Box V 
Juneau, Alaska 99811
Dear Senator Pourchot:
I understand that HB 105, The Mandatory Seat Belt Law, will now be routed through the 
Senate Transportation Committee and the Senate Finance Committee before coming to the 
House Floor. While I am in support of this bill, I have a serious concern about its present 
form.
There Is a serious flaw In the ammendment to exempt all school buses. As you know, there 
are two types of school busses, the type I school bus that Includes all busses over 10,000 
pounds and the type II bus that includes all busses under 10,000 pounds. The type II (small 
busses) should definitely not be exempted. These busses have been equipped with belts 
since the new federal safety standard came into effect in 1977. In 1983 the National 
Transportation Safety Board sent a strong recommendation to the governors of all 50 
states that passengers in small school busses and school vans be required to use available 
restraint systems whenever the vehicle is in motion. In this recommendation, they noted 
that because of the smaller and lighter construction of these vehicles, less crash 
protection is available and passengers and drivers must be required to wear the 
restraints. In the June 1985 report "Safety Belts In School Buses", the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration also encouraged all passengers In type II buses to wear 
their belts whenever the vehicle is in motion since these vehicles are similar to passenger 
cars. That agency stands by this recommendation to date.
If Alaska exempts small school busses in their mandatory seat belt law, it will be the only 
state in union to do so. It would be discriminatory to require children to buckle up in their 
family van (as required by Child Passenger Restraint Law) and not to buckle up in their 
very similar small school bus. There are approxiamately 100 small school busses in the 
state carrying about 1000 children. It also seems like there would be a liability problem 
considering the NHSTA recommendations.
When HB 105 comes to your committee, please carefully consider this exemption. I am 
confident that you will act in the best interest and safety of Alaska's school children.
Sincerely,O
Elrita J. Magoffin 6



P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

907-465-3712
Senate State Affairs Committee

M a r c h  2 2 ,  1989

J e r e m y  D o w n i e  
108 S h u l e r  D r i v e  
S i t k a ,  A l a s k a  99835

D e a r  J e r e m y :

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  c o n t a c t i n g  m e  t o  e x p r e s s  y o u r  s u p p o r t  f o r  
HB 1 0 5 , w h i c h  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  t h e  u s e  o f  s e a t b e l t s  i n  m o t o r  
v e h i c l e s .

I  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  S e n a t e  c o m p a n i o n  b i l l  ( S B  59) w h e n  i t  w a s  
b e f o r e  t h e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  i n t e n d  t o  v o t e  f o r  HB 
105 w h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o  t h e  S e n a t e  f l o o r .  S t u d y  a f t e r  s t u d y  s h o w s  
t h a t  s e a t b e l t  u s e  s a v e s  l i v e s ,  r e d u c e s  i n j u r i e s ,  a n d  d e c r e a s e s  
h e a l t h  c a r e  c o s t s ,  a n d  t h a t  h a v i n g  a  m a n d a t o r y  s e a t b e l t  l a w  o n  
t h e  b o o k s  r e s u l t s  i n  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n c r e a s e d  s e a t b e l t  u s e .

HB 105 i s  c u r r e n t l y  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  
F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e .  I  a m  h o p i n g  i t  w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e i r  a p p r o v a l  
s o o n ,  b e  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  f u l l  S e n a t e ,  a n d  b e  s i g n e d  b y  t h e  
G o v e r n o r  i n t o  l a w  t h i s  s e s s i o n .

T h a n k s  a g a i n  f o r  s h a r i n g  y o

S e n a t o r  P a t  P o u r c h o t  
C h a i r m a n

P P / s s
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A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E
Sen. Jan Faiks, Vice Chairman Sen. A l Adams Sen. Tim Kelly Sen. Rick Uehling
Sen. Pat Pourchot, Chairman

F .O . Box V  Juneau, A K  99811
907-465-3712

Senate State Affairs Committee 
M a y  1 1 , 1989

R i c h a r d  P a y t o n
672 F a i r b a n k s  S t r e e t
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  99501

D e a r  R i c h a r d :

K n o w i n g  o f  y o u r  i n t e r e s t  i n  S B  59/HB  1 0 5 , w h i c h  w o u l d  
r e q u i r e  t h e  u s e  o f  s e a t b e l t s  i n  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s ,  I  a m  w r i t i n g  t o  
g i v e  y o u  a  f i n a l  s t a t u s  r e p o r t  o n  t h e  b i l l .

HB  1 0 5 , w h i c h  r e c e i v e d  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  H o u s e  b a c k  i n  
F e b r u a r y ,  w a s  d e f e a t e d  o n  t h e  S e n a t e  f l o o r  o n  T u e s d a y  b y  a  v o t e  
o f  1 1 - 9 .  I  v o t e d  f o r  t h e  b i l l ,  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  
s a f e t y  b e n e f i t s  o f  s e a t b e l t  u s e  o u t w e i g h  t h e  p e r s o n a l  l i b e r t i e s  
a r g u m e n t s  a g a i n s t  m a n d a t i n g  t h e i r  u s e .

C l e a r l y ,  m i n e  w a s  n o t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  v i e w .  D e b a t e  o n  t h e  
S e n a t e  f l o o r  c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d  p e r s o n a l  c h o i c e ,  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  
e n f o r c i n g  t h e  p r o p o s e d  l a w ,  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  b e i n g  p u n i t i v e  
r a t h e r  t h a n  f o c u s i n g  o u r  e f f o r t s  o n  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  
t h e  l a w  o n  r u r a l  a r e a s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t h a t  h a v e  f e w  r o a d s  a n d  e v e n  
f e w e r  v e h i c l e s .  .

H o w e v e r ,  I  am  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  i s s u e  o f  m a n d a t o r y  s e a t b e l t s  
w i l l  b e  b a c k  b e f o r e  u s  n e x t  y e a r .  S t u d y  a f t e r  s t u d y  s h o w s  t h a t  
s e a t b e l t  u s e  s a v e s  l i v e s  a n d  r e d u c e s  i n j u r i e s ,  a n d  t h a t  h a v i n g  a  
s e a t b e l t  l a w  o n  t h e  b o o k s  r e s u l t s  i n  i n c r e a s e d  s e a t b e l t  u s e .  I  
w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  a  " y e s "  v o t e  o n  t h i s  i s s u e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

S e n a t o r  P a t  P o u r c h o t
C h a irm an

P P / s s



A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E
Sen. Jan Faiks, Vice Chairman 
Sen. Al .Adams 
Sen. Tim Keily 
Sen. Rick Uehling

Sen. Rat Pourchot, Chairman

P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

907-465-3712
Senate State Affairs Committee 

M a y  1 1 , 1989

K a t h r y n  G e r l e k  
816 C o l w e l l  S t r e e t  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  99501

D e a r  K a t h r y n :

K n o w i n g  o f  y o u r  i n t e r e s t  i n  S B  59/H B  1 0 5 , w h i c h  w o u l d  
r e q u i r e  t h e  u s e  o f  s e a t b e l t s  i n  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s ,  I  am  w r i t i n g  t o  
g i v e  y o u  a  f i n a l  s t a t u s  r e p o r t  o n  t h e  b i l l .

HB  1 0 5 , w h i c h  r e c e i v e d  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  H o u s e  b a c k  i n  
F e b r u a r y ,  w a s  d e f e a t e d  o n  t h e  S e n a t e  f l o o r  o n  T u e s d a y  b y  a  v o t e  
o f  1 1 - 9 .  I  v o t e d  f o r  t h e  b i l l ,  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  
s a f e t y  b e n e f i t s  o f  s e a t b e l t  u s e  o u t w e i g h  t h e  p e r s o n a l  l i b e r t i e s  
a r g u m e n t s  a g a i n s t  m a n d a t i n g  t h e i r  u s e .

C l e a r l y ,  m i n e  w a s  n o t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  v i e w .  D e b a t e  o n  t h e  
S e n a t e  f l o o r  c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d  p e r s o n a l  c h o i c e ,  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  
e n f o r c i n g  t h e  p r o p o s e d  l a w ,  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  b e i n g  p u n i t i v e  
r a t h e r  t h a n  f o c u s i n g  o u r  e f f o r t s  o n  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  
t h e  l a w  o n  r u r a l  a r e a s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t h a t  h a v e  f e w  r o a d s  a n d  e v e n  
f e w e r  v e h i c l e s . I

H o w e v e r ,  I  am  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  i s s u e  o f  m a n d a t o r y  s e a t b e l t s  
w i l l  b e  b a c k  b e f o r e  u s  n e x t  y e a r .  S t u d y  a f t e r  s t u d y  s h o w s  t h a t  
s e a t b e l t  u s e  s a v e s  l i v e s  a n d  r e d u c e s  i n j u r i e s ,  a n d  t h a t  h a v i n g  a  
s e a t b e l t  l a w  o n  t h e  b o o k s  r e s u l t s  i n  i n c r e a s e d  s e a t b e l t  u s e .  I  
w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  a  " y e s ' *  v o t e  o n  t h i s  i s s u e .

S e n a t o r  P a t  P o u r c h o t
C h a irm an

P P / s s



ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

Sen. Pat Pourchot, Chairman
Sen. Jan Faiks, Vice Chairman
Sen. Al Adams \ .p W l!v
Sen. Tim Kelly V v
Sen. Rick Uehling

Senate State Affairs Committee 
M a y  1 1 ,  1989

P.O. Box V
Jup.eau, AK 99811

907-465-3712

J o h n  P r a t t
1557 S u n r i s e  D r i v e
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  99508

D e a r  J o h n :

K n o w i n g  o f  y o u r  i n t e r e s t  i n  S B  5 9 /H B  1 0 5 , w h i c h  w o u l d  
r e q u i r e  t h e  u s e  o f  s e a t b e l t s  i n  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s ,  I  a m  w r i t i n g  t o  
g i v e  y o u  a  f i n a l  s t a t u s  r e p o r t  o n  t h e  b i l l .

H B  1 0 5 , w h i c h  r e c e i v e d  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  H o u s e  b a c k  i n  
F e b r u a r y ,  w a s  d e f e a t e d  o n  t h e  S e n a t e  f l o o r  o n  T u e s d a y  b y  a  v o t e  
o f  1 1 - 9 .  I  v o t e d  f o r  t h e  b i l l ,  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  
s a f e t y  b e n e f i t s  c f  s e a t b e l t  u s e  o u t w e i g h  t h e  p e r s o n a l  l i b e r t i e s  
a r g u m e n t s  a g a i n s t  m a n d a t i n g  t h e i r  u s e .

C l e a r l y ,  m i n e  w a s  n o t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  v i e w .  D e b a t e  o n  t h e  
S e n a t e  f l o o r  c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d  p e r s o n a l  c h o i c e ,  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  
e n f o r c i n g  t h e  p r o p o s e d  l a w ,  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  b e i n g  p u n i t i v e  
r a t h e r  t h a n  f o c u s i n g  o u r  e f f o r t s  o n  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  
t h e  l a w  o n  r u r a l  a r e a s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t h a t  h a v e  f e w  r o a d s  a n d  e v e n  
f e w e r  v e h i c l e s .  • -

H o w e v e r ,  I  a m  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  i s s u e  o f  m a n d a t o r y  s e a t b e l t s  
w i l l  b e  b a c k  b e f o r e  u s  n e x t  y e a r .  S t u d y  a f t e r  s t u d y  s h o w s  t h a t  
s e a t b e l t  u s e  s a v e s  l i v e s  a n d  r e d u c e s  i n j u r i e s ,  a n d  t h a t  h a v i n g  a  
s e a t b e l t  l a w  o n  t h e  b o o k s  r e s u l t s  i n  i n c r e a s e d  s e a t b e l t  u s e .  I  
w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  a  " y e s "  v o t e  o n  t h i s  i s s u e .

S e n a t o r  P a t  P o u r c h o t
C h a irm a n

P P / s s



ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

Sen. Jan Faiks, Vice Chairman 
Sen. Al Adams 
Sen. Tim Kelly 
Sen. Rick Uehling

Sen. Rit Pourchot, Chairman

P.O. Box V
Juneau, AK 99811

907-465-3712
Senate State Affairs Committee 

M a y  1 1 ,  1989

T a m m i  L i n d s e y
1300 W . 7 t h  A v e n u e ,  #407
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  99501

D e a r  T a m m i :

K n o w i n g  o f  y o u r  i n t e r e s t  i n  S B  5 9 /H B  1 0 5 , w h i c h  w o u l d  
r e q u i r e  t h e  u s e  o f  s e a t b e l t s  i n  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s ,  I  a m  w r i t i n g  t o  
g i v e  y o u  a  f i n a l  s t a t u s  r e p o r t  o n  t h e  b i l l .

HB  1 0 5 , w h i c h  r e c e i v e d  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  H o u s e  b a c k  i n  
F e b r u a r y ,  w a s  d e f e a t e d  o n  t h e  S e n a t e  f l o o r  o n  T u e s d a y  b y  a  v o t e  
o f  1 1 - 9 .  I  v o t e d  f o r  t h e  b i l l ,  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  
s a f e t y  b e n e f i t s  o f  s e a t b e l t  u s e  o u t w e i g h  t h e  p e r s o n a l  l i b e r t i e s  
a r g u m e n t s  a g a i n s t  m a n d a t i n g  t h e i r  u s e .

C l e a r l y ,  m i n e  w a s  n o t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  v i e w .  D e b a t e  o n  t h e  
S e n a t e  f l o o r  c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d  p e r s o n a l  c h o i c e ,  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  
e n f o r c i n g  t h e  p r o p o s e d  l a w ,  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  b e i n g  p u n i t i v e  
r a t h e r  t h a n  f o c u s i n g  o u r  e f f o r t s  o n  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  
t h e  l a w  o n  r u r a l  a r e a s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t h a t  h a v e  f e w  r o a d s  a n d  e v e n  
f e w e r  v e h i c l e s .  • c

H o w e v e r ,  I  a m  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  i s s u e  o f  m a n d a t o r y  s e a t b e l t s  
w i l l  b e  b a c k  b e f o r e  u s  n e x t  y e a r .  S t u d y  a f t e r  s t u d y  s h o w s  t h a t  
s e a t b e l t  u s e  s a v e s  l i v e s  a n d  r e d u c e s  i n j u r i e s ,  a n d  t h a t  h a v i n g  a  
s e a t b e l t  l a w  o n  t h e  b o o k s  r e s u l t s  i n  i n c r e a s e d  s e a t b e l t  u s e .  I  
w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  a  " y e s "  v o t e  o n  t h i s  i s s u e .S '

S e n a t o r  P a t  P o u r c h o t
C h a irm a n

P P / s s



ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
!

Sen. Jan Fiailcs, Vice Chairman 
Sen. Al Adams 
Sen. Tim Kelly 
Sen. Rick Uehling

Sen. Pat Pourchot, Chairman

P.O. Box V
Juneau, AK 99811

907-465-3712
Senate State Affairs Committee 

M a y  1 1 ,  1989

A n n e  V e r H o e f
1675 S i t k a  S t r e e t ,  #303
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  99501

D e a r  A n n e :

K n o w i n g  o f  y o u r  i n t e r e s t  i n  S B  59 /H B  1 0 5 , w h i c h  w o u l d  
r e q u i r e  t h e  u s e  o f  s e a t b e l t s  i n  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s ,  I  am  w r i t i n g  t o  
g i v e  y o u  a  f i n a l  s t a t u s  r e p o r t  o n  t h e  b i l l .

HB  1 0 5 , w h i c h  r e c e i v e d  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  H o u s e  b a c k  i n  
F e b r u a r y ,  w a s  d e f e a t e d  o n  t h e  S e n a t e  f l o o r  o n  T u e s d a y  b y  a  v o t e  
o f  1 1 - 9 .  I  v o t e d  f o r  t h e  b i l l ,  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  
s a f e t y  b e n e f i t s  o f  s e a t b e l t  u s e  o u t w e i g h  t h e  p e r s o n a l  l i b e r t i e s  
a r g u m e n t s  a g a i n s t  m a n d a t i n g  t h e i r  u s e .

C l e a r l y ,  m i n e  w a s  n o t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  v i e w .  D e b a t e  o n  t h e  
S e n a t e  f l o o r  c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d  p e r s o n a l  c h o i c e ,  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  
e n f o r c i n g  t h e  p r o p o s e d  l a w ,  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  b e i n g  p u n i t i v e  
r a t h e r  t h a n  f o c u s i n g  o u r  e f f o r t s  o n  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  
t h e  l a w  o n  r u r a l  a r e a s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t h a t  h a v e  f e w  r o a d s  a n d  e v e n  
f e w e r  v e h i c l e s .

H o w e v e r ,  I  a m  c e r t a i n •t h a t :  t h e  i s s u e  o f  m a n d a t o r y  s e a t b e l t s  
w i l l  b e  b a c k  b e f o r e  u s  n e x t  y e a r .  S t u d y  a f t e r  s t u d y  s h o w s  t h a t  
s e a t b e l t  u s e  s a v e s  l i v e s  a n d  r e d u c e s  i n j u r i e s ,  a n d  t h a t ,  h a v i n g  a  
s e a t b e l t  l a w  o n  t h e  b o o k s  r e s u l t s  i n  i n c r e a s e d  s e a t b e l t  u s e .  I  
w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  a  " y e s "  v o t e  o n  t h i s  i s s u e .

S e n a t o r  P a t  P o u r c h o t
C h a irm a n

P P / s s



A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E
)

Sen. Jan Faiks, Vice Chairman 
Sen. Al Adams 
Sen. Tim Kelly 
Sen. Rick Uehling

Sen. Pat Pourchot, Chaiirman

P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

907-465-3712
Senate State Affairs Committee 

M a y  1 1 ,  1989

D a n a  S t e w a r t  
P .  0 .  B o x  112456 
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  99511

D e a r  D a n a :

K n o w i n g  o f  y o u r  i n t e r e s t  i n  S B  59 /H B  1 0 5 , w h i c h  w o u l d  
r e q u i r e  t h e  u s e  o f  s e a t b e l t s  i n  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s ,  I  a m  w r i t i n g  t o  
g i v e  y o u  a  f i n a l  s t a t u s  r e p o r t  o n  t h e  b i l l .

HB  1 0 5 ,  w h i c h  r e c e i v e d  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  H o u s e  b a c k  i n  
F e b r u a r y ,  w a s  d e f e a t e d  o n  t h e  S e n a t e  f l o o r  o n  T u e s d a y  b y  a  v o t e  
o f  1 1 - 9 .  I  v o t e d  f o r  t h e  b i l l ,  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  
s a f e t y  b e n e f i t s  o f  s e a t b e l t  u s e  o u t w e i g h  t h e  p e r s o n a l  l i b e r t i e s  
a r g u m e n t s  a g a i n s t  m a n d a t i n g  t h e i r  u s e .

C l e a r l y ,  m i n e  w a s  n o t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  v i e w .  D e b a t e  o n  t h e  
S e n a t e  f l o o r  c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d  p e r s o n a l  c h o i c e ,  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  
e n f o r c i n g  t h e  p r o p o s e d  l a w ,  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  b e i n g  p u n i t i v e  
r a t h e r  t h a n  f o c u s i n g  o u r  e f f o r t s  o n  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  
t h e  l a w  o n  r u r a l  a r e a s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t h a t  h a v e  f e w  r o a d s  a n d  e v e n  
f e w e r  v e h i c l e s .

H o w e v e r ,  I  a m  c e r t a i n . t h a t ,  t h e  i s s u e  o f  m a n d a t o r y  s e a t b e l t s  
w i l l  b e  b a c k  b e f o r e  u s  n e x t  y e a r .  S t u d y  a f t e r  s t u d y  s h o w s  t h a t  
s e a t b e l t  u s e  s a v e s  l i v e s  a n d  r e d u c e s  i n j u r i e s ,  a n d  t h a t  h a v i n g  a  
s e a t b e l t  l a w  o n  t h e  b o o k s  r e s u l t s  i n  i n c r e a s e d  s e a t b e l t  u s e .  I  
w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  a  " y e s ' *  v o t e  o n  t h i s  i s s u e .

S i n c e r e l y

S e n a t o r  P a t  P o u r c h o t  
C h a i r m a n

P P / s s

i i



ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
)

Sen. Jan Faiks, Vice Chairman 
Sen. Al Adams 
Sen. Tim Kelly 
Sen. Rick Uehling

Sen. Rat Pourchot, Chairman

P.O. Box V
Juneau, AK 99811

907-465-3712
Senate State Affairs Committee 

M a y  1 1 ,  1989

G a r y  M i l l e r  
602 N o r t h  H o y t  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  995C8

D e a r  G a r y :

K n o w i n g  o f  y o u r  i n t e r e s t  i n  S B  59/H B  1 0 5 , w h i c h  w o u l d  
r e q u i r e  t h e  u s e  o f  s e a t b e l t s  i n  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s ,  I  am  w r i t i n g  t o  
g i v e  y o u  a  f i n a l  s t a t u s  r e p o r t  o n  t h e  b i l l .

HB 1 0 5 , w h i c h  r e c e i v e d  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  H o u s e  b a c k  i n  
F e b r u a r y ,  w a s  d e f e a t e d  o n  t h e  S e n a t e  f l o o r  o n  T u e s d a y  b y  a  v o t e  
o f  1 1 - 9 .  I  v o t e d  f o r  t h e  b i l l ,  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  
s a f e t y  b e n e f i t s  o f  s e a t b e l t  u s e  o u t w e i g h  t h e  p e r s o n a l  l i b e r t i e s  
a r g u m e n t s  a g a i n s t  m a n d a t i n g  t h e i r  u s e .

C l e a r l y ,  m i n e  w a s  n o t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  v i e w .  D e b a t e  o n  t h e  
S e n a t e  f l o o r  c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d  p e r s o n a l  c h o i c e ,  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  
e n f o r c i n g  t h e  p r o p o s e d  l a w ,  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  b e i n g  p u n i t i v e  
r a t h e r  t h a n  f o c u s i n g  o u r  e f f o r t s  o n  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  
t h e  l a w  o n  r u r a l  a r e a s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t h a t  h a v e  f e w  r o a d s  a n d  e v e n  
f e w e r  v e h i c l e s .

H o w e v e r ,  I  am  c e r t a i n . t h a t ,  t h e  i s s u e  o f  m a n d a t o r y  s e a t b e l t s  
w i l l  b e  b a c k  b e f o r e  u s  n e x t  y e a r .  S t u d y  a f t e r  s t u d y  s h o w s  t h a t  
s e a t b e l t  u s e  s a v e s  l i v e s  a n d  r e d u c e s  i n j u r i e s ,  a n d  t h a t  h a v i n g  a  
s e a t b e l t  l a w  o n  t h e  b o o k s  r e s u l t s  i n  i n c r e a s e d  s e a t b e l t  u s e .  I  
w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  a  " y e s "  v o t e  o n  t h i s  i s s u e .

S e n a t o r  P a t  P o u r c h o t
C h a irm an

P P / s s



907-465-3712Senate State Affairs Committee 
M a y  11, 1989

J e f f r e y  M a y h o o k  
1 6 1 0  W e s t  1 4 t h  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 1

D e a r  J e f f r e y :

K n o w i n g  o f  y o u r  i n t e r e s t  in  S B  5 9 / H B  105, w h i c h  w o u l d  
r e q u i r e  t h e  u s e  o f  s e a t b e l t s  in  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s ,  I a m  w r i t i n g  t o  
g i v e  y o u  a f i n a l  s t a t u s  r e p o r t  o n  t h e  bill.

H B  105, w h i c h  r e c e i v e d  t h e  a p p r o v a l  of t h e  H o u s e  b a c k  in 
F e b r u a r y ,  w a s  d e f e a t e d  on t h e  S e n a t e  f l o o r  o n  T u e s d a y  b y  a v o t e  
o f  11-9. I v o t e d  f o r  t h e  b i l l ,  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  
s a f e t y  b e n e f i t s  o f  s e a t b e l t  u s e  o u t w e i g h  t h e  p e r s o n a l  l i b e r t i e s  
a r g u m e n t s  a g a i n s t  m a n d a t i n g  t h e i r  use.

C l e a r l y ,  m i n e  w a s  n o t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  v i e w .  D e b a t e  o n  t h e  
S e n a t e  f l o o r  c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d  p e r s o n a l  c h o i c e ,  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  of 
e n f o r c i n g  t h e  p r o p o s e d  law, t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of  b e i n g  p u n i t i v e  
r a t h e r  t h a n  f o c u s i n g  o u r  e f f o r t s  o n  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  i m p a c t  of 
t h e  l a w  o n  r u r a l  a r e a s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t h a t  h a v e  f e w  r o a d s  a n d  e v e n  
f e w e r  v e h i c l e s .

H o w e v e r ,  I a m  c e r t a i n  that: t h e  i s s u e  o f  m a n d a t o r y  s e a t b e l t s  
w i l l  b e  b a c k  b e f o r e  u s  n e x t  y e ar. S t u d y  a f t e r  s t u d y  s h o w s  t h a t  
s e a t b e l t  u s e  s a v e s  l i v e s  a n d  r e d u c e s  i n j u r i e s ,  a n d  t h a t  h a v i n g  a 
s e a t b e l t  l a w  o n  t h e  b o o k s  r e s u l t s  in  i n c r e a s e d  s e a t b e l t  use. I 
w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  a " y es" v o t e  o n  t h i s  issue.

S i n c e r e l y ,

S e n a t o r  P a t  P o u r c h o t
C h a irm an

P P / s s



A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

Sen. Jan Faiks, Vice Chairman 
Sen. A! Adams 
Sen. Tim Kelly 
Sen. Rick Uehling

Sen. Pat Pourchot, Chairman

P.O. Box V
Juneau, AK 99811

907-465-3712Senate State Affairs Committee 
M a y  11, 1989

E d w i n a  K l e m m
16 4 0  E a s t r i d g e  D r i v e
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 1

D e a r  E d w i n a :

K n o w i n g  o f  y o u r  i n t e r e s t  in S B  5 9 / H B  105, w h i c h  w o u l d  
r e q u i r e  t h e  u s e  o f  s e a t b e l t s  in m o t o r  v e h i c l e s ,  I a m  w r i t i n g  t o  
g i v e  y o u  a f i n a l  s t a t u s  r e p o r t  o n  t h e  bill.

H B  105, w h i c h  r e c e i v e d  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  H o u s e  b a c k  in  
F e b r u a r y ,  w a s  d e f e a t e d  o n  t h e  S e n a t e  f l o o r  o n  T u e s d a y  b y  a v o t e  
of  11-9. I v o t e d  f o r  t h e  bill, c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  
s a f e t y  b e n e f i t s  of s e a t b e l t  u s e  o u t w e i g h  t h e  p e r s o n a l  l i b e r t i e s  
a r g u m e n t s  a g a i n s t  m a n d a t i n g  t h e i r  use.

C l e a r l y ,  m i n e  w a s  n o t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  v i e w .  D e b a t e  o n  t h e  
S e n a t e  f l o o r  c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d  p e r s o n a l  c h o i c e ,  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  
e n f o r c i n g  t h e  p r o p o s e d  law, t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  b e i n g  p u n i t i v e  
r a t h e r  t h a n  f o c u s i n g  o u r  e f f o r t s  c n  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  i m p a c t  of  
t h e  l a w  o n  r u r a l  a r e a s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t h a t  h a v e  f e w  r o a d s  a n d  e v e n  
f e w e r  v e h i c l e s .

H o w e v e r ,  I a m  c e r t a i n■that: t h e  i s s u e  o f  m a n d a t o r y  s e a t b e l t s  
w i l l  b e  b a c k  b e f o r e  u s  n e x t  year. S t u d y  a f t e r  s t u d y  s h o w s  t h a t  
s e a t b e l t  u s e  s a v e s  l i v e s  a n d  r e d u c e s  i n j u r i e s ,  a n d  t h a t  h a v i n g  a 
s e a t b e l t  l a w  o n  c h e  b o o k s  r e s u l t s  in i n c r e a s e d  s e a t b e l t  use. I 
w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  a " y e s 11 v o t e  o n  t h i s  issue.

S i n c e r e l y

S e n a t o r  P a t  P o u r c h o t
C h a irm a n

P P / s s



A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

Sen. Jan Faiks, Vice Chairman 
Sen. Al Adams 
Sen. Tim Kelly 
Sen. Rick Uehling

Sen. Pat Pourchot, Chairman

P.O. Box V
Juneau, AK 99811

907-465-3712Senate State Affairs Committee 
M a y  11, 1989

R o b e r t  W i l l e t  
P O  B o x  2 4 1 3 4 1  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 2 4

D e a r  R o b e r t :

K n o w i n g  o f  y o u r  i n t e r e s t  in  S B  5 9 / H B  105, w h i c h  w o u l d  
r e q u i r e  t h e  u s e  o f  s e a t b e l t s  in  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s ,  I a m  w r i t i n g  t o  
g i v e  y o u  a f i n a l  s t a t u s  r e p o r t  o n  t h e  bill.

H B  105, w h i c h  r e c e i v e d  t h e  a p p r o v a l  of  t h e  H o u s e  b a c k  in 
F e b r u a r y ,  w a s  d e f e a t e d  on  t h e  S e n a t e  f l o o r  o n  T u e s d a y  b y  a v o t e  
o f  11-9. I v o t e d  f o r  t h e  bill, c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  
s a f e t y  b e n e f i t s  o f  s e a t b e l t  u s e  o u t w e i g h  t h e  p e r s o n a l  l i b e r t i e s  
a r g u m e n t s  a g a i n s t  m a n d a t i n g  t h e i r  use.

C l e a r l y ,  m i n e  w a s  n o t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  v i e w .  D e b a t e  on t h e  
S e n a t e  f l o o r  c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d  p e r s o n a l  c h o i c e ,  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  of 
e n f o r c i n g  t h e  p r o p o s e d  law, t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  b e i n g  p u n i t i v e  
r a t h e r  t h a n  f o c u s i n g  o u r  e f f o r t s  o n  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  i m p a c t  of 
t h e  l a w  o n  r u r a l  a r e a s  of t h e  s t a t e  t h a t  h a v e  f e w  r o a d s  a n d  e v e n  
f e w e r  v e h i c l e s .

H o w e v e r ,  I a m  c e r t a i n •that: t h e  i s s u e  o f  m a n d a t o r y  s e a t b e l t s  
w i l l  b e  b a c k  b e f o r e  u s  n e x t  year. S t u d y  a f t e r  s t u d y  s h o w s  t h a t  
s e a t b e l t  u s e  s a v e s  l i v e s  a n d  r e d u c e s  i n j u r i e s ,  a n d  t h a t  h a v i n g  a 
s e a t b e l t  l a w  o n  t h e  b o o k s  r e s u l t s  in  i n c r e a s e d  s e a t b e l t  use. I 
w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  a " y e s "  v o t e  o n  t h i s  issue.

S i n c e r e l y ,

S e n a t o r  P a t  P o u r c h o t
C h a irm a n

P P / s s



A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E
/

Sen. Jan Faiks, Vice Chairman 
Sen. Al Adams 
Sen. Tim Kelly 
Sen. Rick Uehling

Sen. Pat Pourchot, Chairman

P.O. Box V
Juneau, AK 99811

907-465-3712
Senate State Affairs Committee 

M a y  11, 19 8 9

C a r o l  J e n s e n
8 4 5 1  G r e e n h i l l  W a y
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 502

D e a r  Carol:

K n o w i n g  o f  y o u r  i n t e r e s t  in S B  5 9 / H B  105, w h i c h  w o u l d  
r e q u i r e  t h e  u s e  o f  s e a t b e l t s  i n  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s ,  I a m  w r i t i n g  t o  
g i v e  y o u  a f i n a l  s t a t u s  r e p o r t  o n  t h e  bill.

H B  105, w h i c h  r e c e i v e d  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  H o u s e  b a c k  in 
F e b r u a r y ,  w a s  d e f e a t e d  o n  t h e  S e n a t e  f l o o r  o n  T u e s d a y  b y  a v o t e  
o f  11-9. I v o t e d  f o r  t h e  b i l l ,  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  
s a f e t y  b e n e f i t s  o f  s e a t b e l t  u s e  o u t w e i g h  t h e  p e r s o n a l  l i b e r t i e s  
a r g u m e n t s  a g a i n s t  m a n d a t i n g  t h e i r  use.

C l e a r l y ,  m i n e  w a s  n o t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  v i e w .  D e b a t e  o n  t h e  
S e n a t e  f l o o r  c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d  p e r s o n a l  c h o i c e ,  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  of  
e n f o r c i n g  t h e  p r o p o s e d  law, t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  b e i n g  p u n i t i v e  
r a t h e r  t h a n  f o c u s i n g  o u r  e f f o r t s  o n  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  i m p a c t  of 
t h e  l a w  o n  r u r a l  a r e a s  of  t h e  s t a t e  t h a t  h a v e  f e w  r o a d s  a n d  e v e n  
f e w e r  v e h i c l e s .

H o w e v e r ,  I a m  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  i s s u e  o f  m a n d a t o r y  s e a t b e l t s  
w i l l  b e  b a c k  b e f o r e  u s  n e x t  y e ar. S t u d y  a f t e r  s t u d y  s h o w s  t h a t  
s e a t b e l t  u s e  s a v e s  l i v e s  a n d  r e d u c e s  i n j u r i e s ,  a n d  t h a t  h a v i n g  a 
s e a t b e l t  l a w  o n  t h e  b o o k s  r e s u l t s  i n  i n c r e a s e d  s e a t b e l t  use. I 
w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  a " y es" v o t e  o n  t h i s  issue.

S i n c e r e l y ,

S e n a t o r  P a t  P o u r c h o t
C h a irm a n

P P / s s



Sen. Jan Faiks, Vice Chairman 
Sen. Al Adams 
Sen. Tim Kelly 
Sen. Rick Uehling

Sen. Pat Pourchot, Chairman

A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

Senate State Affairs Committee 
M a y  11, 1989

P.O. Box V
Juneau, AK 99811

907-465-3712

M a r k  B e l t z
343 W e s t  1 2 t h  A v e n u e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a

D e a r  M ark:

K n o w i n g  o f  y o u r  i n t e r e s t  in S B  5 9 / H B  105, w h i c h  w o u l d  
r e q u i r e  t h e  u s e  o f  s e a t b e l t s  in m o t o r  v e h i c l e s ,  I a m  w r i t i n g  t o  
g i v e  y o u  a f i n a l  s t a t u s  r e p o r t  o n  t h e  bill.

H B  105, w h i c h  r e c e i v e d  t h e  a p p r o v a l  of  t h e  H o u s e  b a c k  in 
F e b r u a r y ,  w a s  d e f e a t e d  on t h e  S e n a t e  f l o o r  o n  T u e s d a y  b y  a v o t e  
o f  11-9. I v o t e d  f o r  t h e  b i ll, c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  
s a f e t y  b e n e f i t s  o f  s e a t b e l t  u s e  o u t w e i g h  t h e  p e r s o n a l  l i b e r t i e s  
a r g u m e n t s  a g a i n s t  m a n d a t i n g  t h e i r  use.

C l e a r l y ,  m i n e  w a s  n o t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  v i ew. D e b a t e  o n  t h e  
S e n a t e  f l o o r  c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d  p e r s o n a l  choice, t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  
e n f o r c i n g  t h e  p r o p o s e d  law, t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  b e i n g  p u n i t i v e  
r a t h e r  t h a n  f o c u s i n g  o u r  e f f o r t s  o n  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  
t h e  l a w  o n  r u r a l  a r e a s  of t h e  s t a t e  t h a t  h a v e  f e w  r o a d s  a n d  e v e n  
f e w e r  v e h i c l e s .

H o w e v e r ,  I a m  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  i s s u e  of  m a n d a t o r y  s e a t b e l t s  
w i l l  b e  b a c k  b e f o r e  u s  n e x t  year. S t u d y  a f t e r  s t u d y  s h o w s  t h a t  
s e a t b e l t  u s e  s a v e s  l i v e s  a n d  r e d u c e s  i n j u r i e s ,  a n d  t h a t  h a v i n g  a 
s e a t b e l t  l a w  o n  t h e  b o o k s  r e s u l t s  in i n c r e a s e d  s e a t b e l t  use. I 
w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  c o n t i n u e  to b e  a "yes" v o t e  o n  t h i s  issue.

C h a i r m a n

P P / s s
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A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

Sen. Pat Pourchot, Chairman
Sen. Jan Faiks, Vice Chairman Is
Sen. Al Adams \ p " " ' v  w u P.O. Box V
Sen. Tim Kelly Juneau, AK 99811
Sen. Rick Uehling

Senate State Affairs Committee 
M a y  11, 19 8 9

907-465-3712

E s t h e r  K a l o a  
1 5 6 1  N e l c h i n a  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 1

D e a r  E s t h e r :

K n o w i n g  o f  y o u r  i n t e r e s t  in S B  5 9 / H B  105, w h i c h  w o u l d  
r e q u i r e  t h e  u s e  o f  s e a t b e l t s  in m o t o r  v e h i c l e s ,  I a m  w r i t i n g  to 
g i v e  y o u  a f i n a l  s t a t u s  r e p o r t  o n  t h e  b i ll.

H B  105, w h i c h  r e c e i v e d  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  H o u s e  b a c k  in 
F e b r u a r y ,  w a s  d e f e a t e d  o n  t h e  S e n a t e  f l o o r  o n  T u e s d a y  b y  a v o t e  
o f  11-9. I v o t e d  f o r  t h e  bill, c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  
s a f e t y  b e n e f i t s  o f  s e a t b e l t  u s e  o u t w e i g h  t h e  p e r s o n a l  l i b e r t i e s  
a r g u m e n t s  a g a i n s t  m a n d a t i n g  t h e i r  use.

C l e a r l y ,  m i n e  w a s  n o t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  v i e w .  D e b a t e  o n  t h e  
S e n a t e  f l o o r  c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d  p e r s o n a l  c h o i c e ,  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  of 
e n f o r c i n g  t h e  p r o p o s e d  law, t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  b e i n g  p u n i t i v e  
r a t h e r  t h a n  f o c u s i n g  o u r  e f f o r t s  o n  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  i m p a c t  of 
t h e  l a w  o n  r u r a l  a r e a s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t h a t  h a v e  f e w  r o a d s  a n d  e v e n  
f e w e r  v e h i c l e s .  ?

H o w e v e r ,  I a m  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  i s s u e  o f  m a n d a t o r y  s e a t b e l t s  
w i l l  b e  b a c k  b e f o r e  u s  n e x t  year. S t u d y  a f t e r  s t u d y  s h o w s  t h a t  
s e a t b e l t  u s e  s a v e s  l i v e s  a n d  r e d u c e s  i n j u r i e s ,  a n d  t h a t  h a v i n g  a 
s e a t b e l t  l a w  on  t h e  b o o k s  r e s u l t s  in i n c r e a s e d  s e a t b e l t  use. I 
w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  a "yes" v o t e  o n  t h i s  issue.

C h a i r m a n

P P / s s



A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E
I

Sen. Jan Faiks, Vice Chairman 
Sen. Al Adams 
Sen. Tim Kelly 
Sen. Rick Uehling

Sen. Pat Pourchot, Chairman

P.O. Box V
Juneau, AK 99811

907-465-3712Senate State Affairs Committee 
M a y  11, 1989

M a r j o r i e  F a r b e r  
39 5 8  R e k a  D r i v e ,  2 - A  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 508

D e a r  M a r j :

K n o w i n g  o f  y o u r  i n t e r e s t  i n  S B  5 9 / H B  105, w h i c h  w o u l d  
r e q u i r e  t h e  u s e  o f  s e a t b e l t s  in m o t o r  v e h i c l e s ,  I a m  w r i t i n g  to 
g i v e  y o u  a f i n a l  s t a t u s  r e p o r t  o n  t h e  bill.

H B  105, w h i c h  r e c e i v e d  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  H o u s e  b a c k  in 
F e b r u a r y ,  w a s  d e f e a t e d  on  t h e  S e n a t e  f l o o r  o n  T u e s d a y  b y  a v o t e  
o f  11-9. I v o t e d  f o r  t h e  b ill, c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  
s a f e t y  b e n e f i t s  o f  s e a t b e l t  u s e  o u t w e i g h  t h e  p e r s o n a l  l i b e r t i e s  
a r g u m e n t s  a g a i n s t  m a n d a t i n g  t h e i r  use.

C l e a r l y ,  m i n e  w a s  n o t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  view. D e b a t e  o n  t h e  
S e n a t e  f l o o r  c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d  p e r s o n a l  choice, t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  of 
e n f o r c i n g  t h e  p r o p o s e d  law, t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  b e i n g  p u n i t i v e  
r a t h e r  t h a n  f o c u s i n g  o u r  e f f o r t s  o n  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  i m p a c t  of 
t h e  l a w  o n  r u r a l  a r e a s  of  t h e  s t a t e  t h a t  h a v e  f e w  r o a d s  a n d  e v e n  
f e w e r  v e h i c l e s .  :

H o w e v e r ,  I a m  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  i s s u e  o f  m a n d a t o r y  s e a t b e l t s  
w i l l  b e  b a c k  b e f o r e  u s  n e x t  year. S t u d y  a f t e r  s t u d y  s h o w s  t h a t  
s e a t b e l t  u s e  s a v e s  l i v e s  a n d  r e d u c e s  i n j u r i e s ,  a n d  t h a t  h a v i n g  a 
s e a t b e l t  l a w  o n  t h e  b o o k s  r e s u l t s  in i n c r e a s e d  s e a t b e l t  use. I 
w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  c o n t i n u e  to  b e  a "yes" v o t e  o n  t h i s  issue.

S e n a t o r  P a t  P o u r c h o t
C h a irm an

P P / s s



A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

Sen. Jan Faiks, Vice Chairman 
Sen. Al Adams 
Sen. Tim Kelly 
Sen. Rick Uehling

Sen. Pat Pourchot, Chairman

P.O. Box V
Juneau, AK 99811

907-465-3712Senate State Affairs Committee 
M a y  11, 1989

D o n a l d  D i p p e
2 8 4 1  D e B a r r  R o ad, $35
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  99508

D e a r  D o n a l d :

K n o w i n g  of y o u r  i n t e r e s t  in S B  5 9 / H B  105, w h i c h  w o u l d  
r e q u i r e  t h e  u s e  o f  s e a t b e l t s  i n  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s ,  I a m  w r i t i n g  t o  
g i v e  y o u  a f i n a l  s t a t u s  r e p o r t  on t h e  bill.

H B  105, w h i c h  r e c e i v e d  t h e  a p p r o v a l  of  t h e  H o u s e  b a c k  in 
F e b r u a r y ,  w a s  d e f e a t e d  o n  t h e  S e n a t e  f l o o r  o n  T u e s d a y  b y  a v o t e  
o f  11-9. I v o t e d  f o r  t h e  b i l l ,  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  
s a f e t y  b e n e f i t s  o f  s e a t b e l t  u s e  o u t w e i g h  t h e  p e r s o n a l  l i b e r t i e s  
a r g u m e n t s  a g a i n s t  m a n d a t i n g  t h e i r  use.

C l e a r l y ,  m i n e  w a s  n o t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  v iew. D e b a t e  o n  t h e  
S e n a t e  f l o o r  c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d  p e r s o n a l  c h o i c e ,  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  
e n f o r c i n g  t h e  p r o p o s e d  law, t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of  b e i n g  p u n i t i v e  
r a t h e r  t h a n  f o c u s i n g  o u r  e f f o r t s  o n  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  i m p a c t  of 
t h e  l a w  o n  r u r a l  a r e a s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t h a t  h a v e  f e w  r o a d s  a n d  e v e n  
f e w e r  v e h i c l e s .  • -

H o w e v e r ,  I a m  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  i s s u e  o f  m a n d a t o r y  s e a t b e l t s  
w i l l  b e  b a c k  b e f o r e  u s  n e x t  year. S t u d y  a f t e r  s t u d y  s h o w s  t h a t  
s e a t b e l t  u s e  s a v e s  l i v e s  a n d  r e d u c e s  i n j u r i e s ,  a n d  t h a t  h a v i n g  a 
s e a t b e l t  l a w  on  t h e  b o o k s  r e s u l t s  i n  i n c r e a s e d  s e a t b e l t  use. I 
w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  a " y es" v o t e  o n  t h i s  issue.

S i n c e r e l y ,

£ P a t  P o u r c h o t
C h a irm a n

P P / s s



907-465-3712
Senate State Affairs Committee 

M a y  11, 1989

R i c h a r d  P a y t o n
672 F a i r b a n k s  S t r e e t
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 1

D e a r  Ric h a r d :

K n o w i n g  o f  y o u r  i n t e r e s t  in S B  5 9 / H B  105, w h i c h  w o u l d  
r e q u i r e  t h e  u s e  o f  s e a t b e l t s  in m o t o r  v e h i c l e s ,  I a m  w r i t i n g  t o  
g i v e  y o u  a f i n a l  s t a t u s  r e p o r t  o n  t h e  bill.

H B  105, w h i c h  r e c e i v e d  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  H o u s e  b a c k  in  
F e b r u a r y ,  w a s  d e f e a t e d  o n  t h e  S e n a t e  f l o o r  o n  T u e s d a y  b y  a v o t e  
o f  11-9. I v o t e d  f o r  t h e  bill, c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  
s a f e t y  b e n e f i t s  of  s e a t b e l t  u s e  o u t w e i g h  t h e  p e r s o n a l  l i b e r t i e s  
a r g u m e n t s  a g a i n s t  m a n d a t i n g  t h e i r  use.

Cl early, m i n e  w a s  n o t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  view. D e b a t e  o n  t h e  
S e n a t e  f l o o r  c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d  p e r s o n a l  choice, t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  
e n f o r c i n g  t h e  p r o p o s e d  law, t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  b e i n g  p u n i t i v e  
r a t h e r  t h a n  f o c u s i n g  o u r  e f f o r t s  o n  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  i m p a c t  of 
t h e  lav; o n  r u r a l  a r e a s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t h a t  h a v e  f e w  r o a d s  a n d  e v e n  
f e w e r  v e h i c l e s .

H o w e v e r ,  I a m  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  i s s u e  o f  m a n d a t o r y  s e a t b e l t s  
w i l l  b e  b a c k  b e f o r e  us n e x t  y e ar. S t u d y  a f t e r  s t u d y  s h o w s  t h a t  
s e a t b e l t  u s e  s a v e s  l i v e s  a n d  r e d u c e s  injuries, a n d  t h a t  h a v i n g  a 
s e a t b e l t  l a w  o n  t h e  b o o k s  r e s u l t s  in i n c r e a s e d  s e a t b e l t  use. I 
w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  a "yes" v o t e  o n  t h i s  issue.

S i n c e r e l y ,

S e n a t o r  P a t  P o u r c h o t
C h a irm an

P?/ss
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A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

Sen. Jan Faiks, Vice Chairman Sw5S&£-7:. ^
Sen. Al Adams P.O. Box V
Sen. Tim Kelly Juneau, AK 99811
Sen. Rick Uehling

907-465-3712
Senate State Affairs Committee 

A p r i l  7, 1989

Sen. Pat Pourchot, Chairman

/ D o n a l d  W. D i p p e  
/  2 8 4 1  D e B a r r  R o a d ,  #35 

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  99508

D e a r  D o n a l d :

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  c o n t a c t i n g  m e  t o  e x p r e s s  y o u r  v i e w s  o n  H B  105, 
w h i c h  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  t h e  u s e  o f  s e a t b e l t s  in  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s .

I r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  s t r o n g  p e r s o n a l  l i b e r t i e s  
a r g u m e n t s  t o  b e  m a d e  on  t h i s  is s u e .  H o w e v e r ,  in  m y  o p i n i o n ,  t h e  
h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  p r o v i d e  s t r o n g e r  a r g u m e n t s .
S t u d y  a f t e r  s t u d y  s h o w s  t h a t  s e a t b e l t  u s e  s a v e s  lives, r e d u c e s  
i n j u r i e s ,  a n d  d e c r e a s e s  h e a l t h  c a r e  c o s t s ,  a n d  t h a t  h a v i n g  a 
m a n d a t o r y  s e a t b e l t  l a w  o n  t h e  b o o k s  r e s u l t s  i n  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
i n c r e a s e d  s e a t b e l t  use.

H B  105 is c u r r e n t l y  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  
F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e .  I s u p p o r t e d  t h e  b i l l  in  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  
C o m m i t t e e  a n d  i n t e n d  t o  v o t e  f o r  i t  w h e n  it— c o m e s  to t h e  S e n a t e  
floor. I do, h o w e v e r ,  u n d e r s t a n d  y o u r  n a s l t i b n  a n d  t h a n k  y o u  
a g a i n  f o r  s h a r i n g  y o u r  c o n c e r n s  w i t h  m d T  /

S i n c e r e l y ,

^ S e n a t o r  P a t  P o u r c h o t
C h a irm a n



P U B LIC  O P IN IO N  MESSAGE 

D EAR: SENATOR POURCHOT

NAME: DONALD W. D IPPE 
T IT L E :

ADDRESS: 2 3 4 1  DEBARR ROAD #3 5
C IT Y :  ANCHORAGE Z I P :  9950B

PHONE: 2 6 4 -1 4 0 5  
B IL L  NO: HB 1 0 5  
SUBJECT: HANOATORY SEATBELTS
MESSAGE: PLEASE VOTE AGAINST PASSAGE OF T H IS  B IL L .  SUPPORT DRIVER EDUCATION 
IN  THE WEARING OF SEATBELTS AND MAKE THEM COMPULSARY FOR STUDENTS IN  BUSES AND 
DRIVERS OF P U B LIC  TRANSPORTATION.

t i m e : 1 4 :4 4 :2 8  
LIO NAM E: ANCHORAGE L IO

C O P IE S : REPRESENTATIVES REPRESENTATIVES SENATORS

BARNES BOUCHER ADAMS
BOYER BROWN B IN KLEY
CATO C O LLIN S CCGHILL
COTTEN DAvIDSON DUNCAN
D A V IS , C . D A V IS , M. ELIASON
DONLEY E L L IS FAHRENKAMP
FOSTER FURNACE FA IK S
GOLL GRUENBERG FISCHER
GRUSSENDORF HANLEY FRANK
HOFFMAN HUDSON HALFORD
JACKO KOPONEN JONES
LARSON LEMAN KELLY
MACLEAN MARTIN KERT1ULA
MENARD M ILLER PEARCE
NAVARRE PETTYJOHN RODEY
P H IL L IP S RIEGER STURGULEWSKI
SHARP SHULTZ SZYMANSKI
SPOHNHOLZ SWACKHAMNER UEHLIHG
TAYLOR ULMER ZHAROFF
W ALLIS ZAUACKI



A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

Sen. Jan Faiks, Vice Chairman 
Sen. Al Adams 
Sen. Tim Kelly 
Sen. Rick Uehling

Sen. ftu Pourchot, Chairman

P.O. Box V
Juneau, AK 99811

907-465-3712Senate State Affairs Committee
M a r c h  8, 1 9 8 9

/ M a r j o r i e  C. F a r b e r  
/  3958 R e k a  D r i v e ,  2 - A  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 8

Dear Marjorie'S

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  c o n t a c t i n g  m e  t o  e x p r e s s  y o u r  c.’p p o r t  f o r  
H B  105, w h i c h  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  t h e  u s e  o f  s e a t b e l t s  in m o t o r  
v e h i c l e s .

I s u p p o r t e d  t h e  S e n a t e  c o m p a n i o n  b i l l  w h e n  it w a s  b e f o r e  
t h e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  i n t e n d  t o  v o t e  f o r  H B  105 w h e n  
it  c o m e s  t o  t h e  S e n a t e  floor. S t u d y  a f t e r  s t u d y  s h o w s  t h a t  
s e a t b e l t  u s e  s a v e s  lives, r e d u c e s  i n j u r i e s ,  a n d  d e c r e a s e s  
h e a l t h  c a r e  co s t s ,  a n d  t h a t  h a v i n g  a m a n d a t o r y  s e a t b e l t  l a w  o n  
t h e  b o o k s  r e s u l t s  in s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n c r e a s e d  s e a t b e l t  use.

H B  105 is s c h e d u l e d  f o r  a h e a r i n g  t o m o r r o w  in t h e  S e n a t e  
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e .  F r o m  t h e r e  i t  w i l l  g o  t o  t h e  S e n a t e  
F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e .  I am  h o p i n g  t h a t  t h e  c o m m i t t e e s  w i l l  t a k e  
q u i c k  a c t i o n  o n  t h e  b i l l  a n d  t h a t  it w i l l  b e  s i g n e d  i n t o  l a w  
t h i s

P P / S £



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR POURCHOT

NAME: MARJORIE C FARBER 
T IT L E :

ADDRESS: 39S8 REKA DR, 2 -A
C IT Y : ANCHORAGE Z I P :  9 9 50S

PHONE: 3 3 3 -2 4 3 0  
B IL L  NO:
SUBJECT: HB 1 0 5
MESSAGE: I  B E L IE V E  I T  IS  A L IF E  SAVING  DEVICE A im  SHOULD BE MADE MANITORY FOR 
A LL PERSONS IN  A V E H IC LE .

•I f '
PO M ID: 0 3 1 4 2 4 1 8  

DATE: 0 3 /0 4 /6 9  
T IM E : 1 4 :2 4 :1 8  

LIO NAM E: ANCHORAGE L IO

REPRESENTATIVES REPRESENTATIVES SENATORS

BARNES BOUCHER ADAMS
BOYER BROWN B IN KLEY
CATO C O LLIN S C OGHILL
COTTEN DAVIDSON DUNCAN
D A V IS , C . D A V IS , 11. ELIASON
DONLEY E L L IS FAHRENKAMP
FOSTER FURNACE F A IK S
GOLL GRUENBERG FISCHER
GRUSSENOORF HANLEY FRANK
HOFFMAN HUDSON HALFORD
JACKO KOPONEN JONES
LARSON LEMAN KELLY
MACLEAN M ARTIN KERTTULA
MENARD M ILLE R PEARCE
NAVARRE PETTYJOHN RODEY
P H IL L IP S RIEGER STURGULEWSKI
SHARP SHULTZ SZYMANSKI
SPOHNHOLZ SWACKHAMNER UEHLING
TAYLOR ULMER ZHAROFF
W ALLIS ZAWACKI

•/a:/... fc.
t*i ■ :, * -I - iV*Wv
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3 5 s f l 3 £ f c ) S . 7 X |A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E
Sen. Pat Pourchot, Chairman
Sen. Jan Faiks, Vice Chairman 
Sen. Al Adams 
Sen. Tim Kelly 
Sen. Rick Uehling

Senate State Affairs Committee
M a rch  1 3 , 1989

P.C. Box v  
Juneau, AK 99811

907-465-3712

E s t h e r  0 .  K a lo a  
/  1 5 6 1  N e lc h in a  
/  A n c h o ra g e , A la s k a  99 5 0 1

D e a r  E s t h e r :

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  c o n t a c t in g  me t o  e x p r e s s  y o u r  s u p p o r t  f o r  
HB 1 0 5 , w h ic h  w o u ld  r e q u i r e  t h e  u s e  o f  s e a t b e l t s  i n  m o to r  
v e h i c l e s .

I  s u p p o r te d  t h e  S e n a te  co m p an io n  b i l l  w hen i t  w a s  b e f o r e  
t h e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m itte e  and  in t e n d  t o  v o t e  f o r  HB 105 when 
i t  com es t o  t h e  S e n a te  f l o o r .  S tu d y  a f t e r  s t u d y  sh o w s t h a t  
s e a t b e l t  u s e  s a v e s  l i v e s ,  r e d u c e s  i n j u r i e s ,  an d  d e c r e a s e s  
h e a l t h  c a r e  c o s t s ,  an d  t h a t  h a v in g  a  m a n d a to ry  s e a t b e l t  la w  on 
t h e  b o o k s  r e s u l t s  i n  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  in c r e a s e d  s e a t b e l t  u s e .

HB 105 i s  c u r r e n t l y  u n d e r  c o n s id e r a t io n  b y  t h e  S e n a te  
T r a n s p o r t a t io n  C o m m itte e . From  t h e r e  i t  w i l l  go t o  t h e  S e n a te  
F in a n c e  C o m m itte e . I  am h o p in g  t h a t  t h e  c o m m itte e s  w i l l  t a k e  
q u ic k  a c t i o n  on t h e  b i l l  and  t h a t  i t  w i l l  b e  s ig n e d  i n t o  la w  
t h i s  s e s s i o n .

T h a n k s  a g a in  f o r  s h a r in g  y o u r  v

P P / s s



PU BLIC  O P IN IO N  MESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR POURCHOT

NAME: ESTHER 0 .  KALOA 
T IT L E :

ADDRESS: 1 5 6 1  NELCHINA
C IT Y : ANCHORAGE Z I P :  9 9 5 0 1

PHONE: 2 7 4 -5 3 9 5  
B IL L  NO: HB 1 0 5  
SUBJECT:
MESSAGE: I  WOULD L IK E  YOUR SUPPORT CSHB 1 0 5 .

PO M ID: 0 3 1 3 1 7 3 1  
D A TE : 0 3 /1 0 /8 9  
T IM E : 1 3 :1 7 :3 1  

LIOMAME: ANCHORAGE L IO

C O P IE S: SENATORS

ADAMS 
B IN K LE Y  
COG H ILL 
DUNCAN 
ELIASO N  
FAHRENKAMP 
F A IK S  
FISCHER 
FRANK 
HALFORD 
JONES 
K ELLY 
KERTTULA 
PEARCE 
RODEY
STURGULEWSKI J
SZYMANSKI
UEHLING
2HAROFF

D -19-  
S A

Rec e iv e d  mar i q jggg
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A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

Sen. Jan Faiks, Vice Chairman 
Sen. Al Adams 
Sen. Tim Kelly 
Sen. Rick Uehling

Sen. Pat Pourchot, Chairman

Senate State Affairs Committee
A p r i l  3 ,  1989

P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

907-465-3712

/
D e a r  M a rk :

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  c o n t a c t in g  me t o  e x p r e s s  y o u r  s u p p o r t  f o r  
HB 1 0 5 , w h ic h  w o u ld  r e q u i r e  t h e  u s e  o f  s e a t b e l t s  i n  m o to r  
v e h i c l e s .

I  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  S e n a te  co m p an io n  b i l l  (S B  5 9 ) w hen i t  w as 
b e f o r e  t h e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m itte e  and  in t e n d  t o  v o t e  f o r  HB 
105  w hen i t  com es t o  t h e  S e n a te  f l o o r .  S tu d y  a f t e r  s t u d y  show s 
t h a t  s e a t b e l t  u s e  s a v e s  l i v e s ,  r e d u c e s  i n j u r i e s ,  and  d e c r e a s e s  
h e a l t h  c a r e  c o s t s ,  and  t h a t  h a v in g  a m a n d a to ry  s e a t b e l t  la w  on 
t h e  b o o k s  r e s u l t s  i n  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  in c r e a s e d  s e a t b e l t  u s e .

HB 105  i s  c u r r e n t l y  u n d e r  c o n s id e r a t io n  b y  t h e  S e n a te  
F in a n c e  C o m m itte e . I  am h o p in g  i t  w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e i r  a p p r o v a l  
s o o n , b e  a p p ro v e d  b y  t h e  f u l l  S e n a t e ,  an d  b ^ s ig n e d  b y  t h e  
G o v e rn o r  i n t o  la w  t h i s  s e s s io n .

T h a n k s  a g a in  f o r  s h a r in g  y o u r  v p ^ w s . J

S i n c e r e l y /

s e n a t o r  P a t  P o u r c h o t  
'c h a ir m a n

M a rk  B e l t z
343 W e st 1 2 t h  A ve n u e  
A n c h o ra g e , A la s k a

P P / s s



s a s q 3 © u s . i > ^

PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR POURCHOT

NAME: HARK ALBERT BELT2 
T IT L E :

ADDRESS: 3 4 3  WEST 12T H  AVE
C IT Y :  ANCHORAGE Z I P :  9 9 5 0 1

PHONE: 2 7 2 -5 3 6 3  
B IL L  NO : HB 1 0 5  
SUBJECT: MANDATORY SEATBELTS
MESSAGE: GET T H IS  PASSED AND MAKE I T  A LAW Q U IC K LY . L E T ’ S GET T H IS  SIGNED AND 
PUT IN T O  LAW BY THE GOVERNOR.

PO M ID : 0 3 1 5 1 6 2 8  
D A TE : 0 3 /2 9 /8 9  
T IM E : 1 5 :1 6 :2 8  

LIO NAM E: ANCHORAGE L IO

C O P IE S : SENATORS

ADAMS
B IN KLEY
COGHILL
DUNCAN
ELIASON
FAHRENKAMP
F A IK S
FISCHER
FRANK
HALFORD
JONES
KELLY
KERTTULA
PEARCE
RODEY
STURGULEWSKI
SZYMANSKI
UEHLING
ZHAROFF

B E C 0 V E D  m  3 0
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rA L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E
Sen. Jan Faiks, Vice Chairman 
Sen. Al Adams 
Sen. Tim Kelly 
Sen. Rick Uehling

Sen. Pat Pourchot, Chairman

P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

907-465-3712Senate State Affairs Committee
F e b r u a r y  13, 1989

C a r o l  A. J e n s e n  
8 4 5 1  u e e n h i l l  W a y  
An c h o i  ge, A l a s k a  99502

D e a r  C. rol:

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  c o n t a c t i n g  m e  t o  e x p r e s s  y o u r  v i e w s  o n  S B  59, w h i c h  w o u l d  
r e q u i r e  t h e  u s e  o f  s e a t b e l t s  in m o t o r  v e h i c l e s .

A s  y o u  m a y  h a v e  heard, S B  59 m o v e d  o u t  of t h e  S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  
C o m m i t t e e  e a r l i e r  t h i s  w e e k ,  a n d  is n o w  b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e .  I s u p p o r t e d  t h e  b i l l  in S t a t e  A f f a i r s  
C o m m i t t e e  a n d  i n t e n d  to v o t e  for it w h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o  t h e  S e n a t e  floor.

I r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  s t r o n g  p e r s o n a l  l i b e r t i e s  a r g u m e n t s  t o  b e  
m a d e  o n  t h i s  issue. H o w e v e r ,  in m y  o p i n i o n ,  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  p r o v i d e  s t r o n g e r  a r g u m e n t s .  S t u d y  a f t e r  s t u d y  s h o w s  
t h a t  s e a t b e l t  u s e  s a v e s  lives, r e d u c e s  i n j u r i e s ,  a n d  d e c r e a s e s  h e a l t h  
c a r e  c o s t s ,  a n d  t h a t  h a v i n g  a m a n d a t o r y  s e a t b e l t  l a w  o n  t h e  b o o k s  
r e s u l t s  in s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n c r e a s e d  s e a t b e l t  use.

I w o u l d  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  d e s p i t e  w h a t  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  r e p o r t e d  b y  t h e  
A l a s k a  n e w s  m e d i a  r e c e n t l y ,  b a r r i n g  a c h a n g e  i n  f e d e r a l  l a w  a l l  
p a s s e n g e r  v e h i c l e s  m a n u f a c t u r e d  a f t e r  S e p t e m b e r  1, 19 8 9  w i l l  b e  
e q u i p p e d  w i t h  p a s s i v e  r e s t r a i n t  s y s t e m s  ( e i t h e r  a i r  b a g s  or 
a u t o m a t i c  s e a t b e l t s ) . It is e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  a u t o  i n d u s t r y  b e g a n  
its m a n d a t o r y  s e a t b e l t  w o r k  in  a n  e f f o r t  t o  a v o i d  a i r b a g s .
H o w e v e r ,  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  it is c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  t e r m s  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  
l a w  t h a t  a l l o w e d  m a n d a t o r y  s e a t b e l t  l a w s  i n  l i e u  of  a i r b a g s  w i l l  
n o t  b e  met. I w o u l d  a l s o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  w h i l e  a i r b a g s  a r e  f a i r l y  
e f f e c t i v e  in  h e a d - o n  c o l l i s i o n s ,  t h e i r  e f f e c t i v e n e s s ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  o t h e r  t y p e s  o f  c o l l i s i o n s ,  is g r e a t l y  e n h a n c e d  if 
a s e a t b e l t  is b e i n g  worn.

Carol, t h a n k s  a g a i n  for s h a r i n g

S e n a t o r  P a t  P o u r c h o t  
d h a i r m a n



( / i ’ °
C a r o l  A.  J e n s e n
8 4 5 1  G r e e n h i l l  W a y  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 2

( 9 0 7 )  3 4 4 - 7 0 7 8

F e b r u a r y  6, 1989

TO: S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e ;  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  

RE: SB 59 - M a n d a t o r y  S e a t  B e l t  Lav/

I h a d  b e e n  o p p o s e d  t o  the a b o v e  b ill on the g r o u n d s  tha t  I f e l t  it w a s  an 

o u t r a g e o u s  i n f r i n g e m e n t  o n  p e r s o n a l  rig h t s  and b e c a u s e  it is f o r  the m o s t  p a r t  

u n e n f o r c e a b l e .  E ven t h o u g h  I a l w a y s  w e a r  m y  s e a t  b e l t ,  I t h i n k  th e g o v e r n m e n t  

is o v e r s t o p p i n g  its b o u n d s  i n t o  the p r i v a c y  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  w h e n  t h e y  t r y  to 

m a k e  t h e m  s t r a p  t h e m s e l v e s  in.

A f t e r  r e a d i n g  t h e  a r t i c l e  in t h e  J a n u a r y  21 e d i t i o n  o f  th e  A n c h o r a g e  D a i l y  News 

r e g a r d i n g  th e l o b b y i n g  m o n e y  a n d  e f f o r t s  of the a u t o  i n d u s t r y  to g e t  t hi s  l e g i s­

la t i o n  p a s s e d ,  I a m  e v e n  m o r e  o p po s e d .  I do not w a n t  t o  see th e  a i r b a g  r e­

qu i r e m e n t  l i f t e d  in Alaska. I f i r m l y  b e l i e v e  a i r  b a g s  ar e  m u c h  b e t t e r  t h a n  

se a t  b e l t s  b e c a u s e  1) t h e y  i n f l a t e  on  impact, t h e r e b y  e l i m i n a t i n g  t he  d e p e n­

de n c e  on a  h u m a n  to a c t i v i t e  them, a n d  2) the y  a r e  m o r e  e f f i c i e n t  in p r e v e n t i n g  

s e r i o u s  injury. I h a v e  k n o w n  s e v e r a l  p e o p l e  p e r s o n a l l y  a n d  h e a r d  o f  a g r e a t  

m a n y  m o r e  w h o  w e r e  m o r e  s e r i o u s l y  i n j u r e d  in an a c c i d e n t  b e c a u s e  the y w e r e  

w e a r i n g  a seat belt.

I c a n 't  u n d e r s t a n d  Sen. S t u r g u l e w s k i 's c l a i m  t h a t  she d o e s n ' t  "see t h e  h i d d e n  

m o t i v e s  o r  u n d u e  i n f l u e nc e "  b y  t h e  a u t o  c o m p a n i e s  in t h e  c a m p a i g n  to g e t  thi s  

l e g i s l a t i o n  o n  the books. The s t r o n g e s t  l o b b y e s t  (AK S a f e t y  B e l t  Us e C o a l i­

tion) a d m i t s  t h e i r  m o n e y  is c o m i n g  d i r e c t l y  f r o m  the a u t o  i n d ustry; s o m e  o f  the 

o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  an d g r o u p s  p u s h i n g  fo r  the b i l l  a r e  a l s o  p a i d  b y  a u t o  c o m p a­

nies or r e l a t e d  bus i n e s s e s . It is w e l l  k n o w n  t h a t  t h e  a u t o  i n d u s t r y  is o p p o s e d  

to p u t t i n g  a ir  b a g s  in v e h i c l e s  and h a s  b e e n  s p e n d i n g  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  m o n e y  to 

l o b b y  s t a t e s  t o  pas s  m a n d a t o r y  sea t  b e l t  laws.

P l e a s e  d o  w h a t  y o u  can to st o p  this l eg i s l a t i o n  a n d  s a v e  l iv e s  b y  a l l o w i n g  the 

a i r  bag s  t o  b e  m a n d a t o r y  in v e h i c l e s  in Alaska.

T h a n k  you for y o u r  time and conside r a t i o n.

Sincerely,

( A

C a r o l J e n s e n



s b s ^ a is .t x t -A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E
Sen. Jan Faiks, Vice Chairman 
Sen. Al Adams 
Sen. Tim Kelly 
Sen. Rick Uehling

S e n . Pat P o u rc h o t , C h a ir m a n

P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

907-465-3712
Senate State Affairs Committee

F e b r u a r y  15, 1989

R o b e r t  W i i l e t  
P. 0. B o x  2 4 1 3 4 1  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 2 4

D e a r  R o b e r t :

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  c o n t a c t i n g  m e  t o  e x p r e s s  y o u r  v i e w s  o n  SB  59, 
w h i c h  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  t h e  u s e  o f  s e a t b e l t s  i n  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s .

I r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  s t r o n g  p e r s o n a l  l i b e r t i e s  a r g u m e n t s  
t o  b e  m a d e  o n  t h i s  issue. H o w e v e r ,  in m y  o p i n i o n ,  t h e  h e a l t h  
a n d  s a f e t y  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  p r o v i d e  s t r o n g e r  a r g u m e n t s .  S t u d y  
a f t e r  s t u d y  s h o w s  t h a t  s e a t b e l t  u s e  s a v e s  liv e s ,  r e d u c e s  
i n j u r i e s ,  a n d  d e c r e a s e s  h e a l t h  c a r e  costs, a n d  t h a t  h a v i n g  a 
m a n d a t o r y  s e a t b e l t  l a w  o n  t h e  b o o k s  r e s u l t s  in s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
i n c r e a s e d  s e a t b e l t  use. T h e r e f o r e ,  I s u p p o r t e d  t h e  b i l l  in 
S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  i n t e n d  to  v o t e  f o r  i t  w h e n  it c o m e s  
t o  t h e  S e n a t e  floor.

R o b e r t ,  I d o  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u  s h a r

S e n a t o r  P a t  P o u r c h o t
C h a irm an

P P / s s



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR POURCHOT

NAME: ROBERT W ILLE T 
T IT L E :

ADDRESS: PO BOX 2 4 1 3 4 1  
C IT Y : ANCHORAGE Z I P :  9 9 5 2 4

p h o n e : 2 7 4 -2 9 0 5  
B IL L  NO:
SUBJECT: SEAT BELT PROPOSALS
MESSAGE: I  HAVE A PROBLEM WITH T H IS  BECAUSE GOVERNMENT IS  TRYING TO TAKE AWAY 
OUR FREEDOM OF CHOICE. THE B IL L  HAS WORDING IN  I T  WHICH WOULD P EN A LIZE  D R IV E R S  
WHO ARE NOT BUCKLED UP (B Y  WAY OF F IN E S .)  THE B IL L  DOES NOT INCLUDE IN S U R A N C E  

L IA B IL IT Y  BREAKS IN  D IR E CT PROPORTION TO THE NUMBER OF TR A FF IC  DEATHS AND 
IN JU R IE S  AND THUS, THE B IL L  IS  B IASED  AND U N F A IR . FURTHER CONSIDERATION ON 
T H IS  MATTER WOULD BE APPROPRIATE SO PEOPLE WOULD GET A B E N E FIT  FROM T H IS  LAW.

POMID: 0 3 1 0 0 3 2 7  
DATE: 0 2 / 1 3 / 8 9  
T IM E : 1 0 : 0 3 : 2 7  

LIOMAME: ANCHORAGE L IO  ~ j

C O P IE S: REPRESENTATIVES SENATOR

E L L IS
BROWN

UEHLING



A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E
Sen. Jan Faiks, Vice Chairman 
Sen. Al Adams 
Sen. Tiin Kelly 
Sen. Rick Uehling

Sen. Fat Pourchot, Chairman

P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

907-465-3712
Senate State Affairs Committee

M a r c h  28, 19 8 9

E d w i n a  K l e m m  
j  1 6 4 0  E a s t r i d g e  D r i v e  
/  A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 1

D e a r  E d w i n a :

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  c o n t a c t i n g  m e  t o  e x p r e s s  y o u r  s u p p o r t  for 
H B  105, w h i c h  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  t h e  u s e  o f  s e a t b e l t s  in m o t o r  
v e h i c l e s .

I s u p p o r t e d  t h e  S e n a t e  c o m p a n i o n  b i l l  (SB 59) w h e n  i t  was 
b e f o r e  t h e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  i n t e n d  t o  v o t e  f o r  H B  
105 w h e n  it c o m e s  t o  t h e  S e n a t e  f l o o r .  S t u d y  a f t e r  s t u d y  s h ows 
t h a t  s e a t b e l t  u s e  s a v e s  lives, r e d u c e s  i n j u r i e s ,  a n d  d e c r e a s e s  
h e a l t h  c a r e  costs, a n d  t h a t  h a v i n g  a  m a n d a t o r y  s e a t b e l t  l a w  on 
t h e  b o o k s  r e s u l t s  in s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n c r e a s e d  s e a t b e l t  use.

H B  105 is c u r r e n t l y  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  
F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e .  I a m  h o p i n g  it w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e i r  a p p r o v a l  
soon, b e  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  full S e n a t e ,  a n d  b e  s i g n e d  b y  t h e  
G o v e r n o r  i n t o  l a w  t h i s  s e ssion.

T h a n k s  a g a i n  f o r  s h a r i n g  y

e n a t o r  P a t  P o u r c h o t
C h a i r m a n

P P / s s



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

■ 5 P j 5 4 3 e w s . ' h ‘

DEAR: SENATOR POURCHOT

NAME:
T IT L E :

a d d r e s s :
C IT Y :

p h o n e : 
B IL L  NO : 
SUBJECT: 
MESSAGE:

EDWINA KLEMM

f c « r f n 4 -
1640 EAST R IDEG E D R IV E
ANCHORAGE Z I P :  9 9 5 0 1
2 7 2 -4 2 7 4
HB 105
MANDATORY SEATBELTS
URGE YOU TO VOTE I N  FAVOR OF HB 1 0 5 ,  MANDATORY SEATBELT USE.

POM ID: 03 1 1 2 1 3 6  
DATE: 0 3 /2 7 /8 9  
T IM E : 1 1 :2 1 :3 6  

LIONAME: ANCHORAGE LIO

C O P IE S : SENATORS

ADAMS
BIN KLEY
COGHILL
DUNCAN
ELIASON
FAHRENKAMP
FA IK S
FISCHER
FRANK
HALFORD
JONES
KELLY
KERTTULA
PEARCE
RODEY
STURGULEWSKI
SZYMANSKI
UEHLING
ZHAROFF

« E O
tisn 0 B  &

I___________________
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A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

Sen. Jan Faiks, Vic<* Chairman 
Sen. Al Adams 
Sen. Tim Kelly 
Sen. Rick Uehling

Sen. Pat Pourchot, Chairman

P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

907-465-3712
Senate State Affairs Committee

M a r c h  22, 1989

, J e f f r e y  M a y h o o k  
/  1610 W e s t  1 4 t h

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 1

Dear J e f f r e y :

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  c o n t a c t i n g  m e  to e x p r e s s  y o u r  s u p p o r t  f o r  
HB  1 0 5 ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  t h e  use o f  s e a t b e l t s  i n  m o t o r  
v e h i c l e s .

I  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  S e n a t e  c o m p a n i o n  b i l l  (SB 59) w h e n  it was 
b e f o r e  t h e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  i n t e n d  t o  v o t e  f o r  H B  
105 w h e n  it c o m e s  t o  t h e  S e n a t e  floor. S t u d y  a f t e r  s t u d y  s h o w s  
that s e a t b e l t  u s e  s a v e s  lives, r e d u c e s  i n j u r i e s ,  a n d  d e c r e a s e s  
h e a l t h  c a r e  costs, a n d  t h a t  h a v i n g  a m a n d a t o r y  s e a t b e l t  l a w  on 
the b o o k s  r e s u l t s  i n  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n c r e a s e d  s e a t b e l t  use.

H B  1 0 5  is c u r r e n t l y  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  
F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e .  I a m  h o p i n g  it w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e i r  a p p r o v a l  
soon, b e  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  f u l l  Senate, a n d  b e  s i g n e d  b y  t h e  
G o v e r n o r  i n t o  l a w  t h i s  session.

T h a n k s  a g a i n  f o r  s h a r i n g  yo

S e n a t o r  P a t  P o u r c h o t  
C h a i r m a n

PP/ss

i
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PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

8 5 4  5 B L £ ' ' r x 'f <
DEAR: s en a to r  p o u r c h o t

n a m e :  JEFFREY MAYHOOK 
T IT L E :

ADDRESS: 1 6 1 0  W. 1ATH
C IT Y : ANCHORAGE Z I P :  9 9 5 0 1

PHONE: 2 7 9 -5 5 2 8  
B IL L  NO: HB 105 
S U 3JE CT: MANDATORY SEATBELTS
MESSAGE: PLEASE VOTE IN  FAVOR OF HB 1 0 5  THAT W IL L  BE BEFORE THE SENATE SOON.

POMIO: 0 3 0 9 0 9 1 9  V  .  O
D A TE : 0 3 /2 0 /8 9  
T IM E : 0 9 :0 9 :1 9  

LIONAME: ANCHORAGE L IO

(

C O P IE S: s e n a t o r  

UEHLING

R E C E N E D

-fa -j
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Sen. Pat Pourchot, Chairman
Sen. Jan Faiks, Vice Chairman 
Sen. A! Adams 
Sen. Tim Kelly 
Sen. Rick Uehling

P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

907-465-3712

S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

Senate State Affairs Committee
M a r c h  8, 1989

G a r y  M i l l e r  
602 N o r t h  H o y t  

j  A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 8

D e a r  Gary:

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  c o n t a c t i n g  m e  t o  e x p r e s s  y o u r  s u p p o r t  for 
H B  105, w h i c h  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  t h e  u s e  o f  s e a t b e l t s  in m o t o r  
v e h i c l e s .

I s u p p o r t e d  t h e  S e n a t e  c o m p a n i o n  b i l l  w h e n  it w a s  b e f o r e  
t h e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  i n t e n d  t o  v o t e  f o r  H B  105 w h e n  
i t  c o m e s  t o  t h e  S e n a t e  floor. S t u d y  a f t e r  s t u d y  s h o w s  t h a t  
s e a t b e l t  u s e  s a v « s  lives, r e d u c e s  i n j u r i e s ,  a n d  d e c r e a s e s  
h e a l t h  c a r e  co s t s ,  a n d  t h a t  h a v i n g  a m a n d a t o r y  s e a t b e l t  l a w  on 
t h e  b o o k s  r e s u l t s  in s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n c r e a s e d  s e a t b e l t  use.

H B  105 is s c h e d u l e d  f o r  a h e a r i n g  t o m o r r o w  in t h e  S e n a t e  
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e .  F r o m  t h e r e  i t  w i l l  g o  t o  t h e  S e n a t e  
F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e .  I a m  h o p i n g  t h a t  t h e  c o m m i t t e e s  w i l l  t a k e  
q u i c k  a c t i o n  o n  t h e  b i l l  a n d  t h a t  it  w i l l  b e  s i g n e d  i n t o  l a w



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR POURCHOT

NAME: GARY M ILLE R  
T IT L E :

ADDRESS: 6 0 2  NORTH HOYT 
C IT Y : ANCHORAGE Z I P :  9 9 5 0 8

PHONE: 2 7 7 -0 0 3 2  
B IL L  NO: HB 10 5  
S U BJEC T: MANDATORY SEATBELTS
MESSAGE: PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE L E T 'S  HAVE A SEATBELT LAW IN  A LA S K A . EVERY 
T IM E  I  USE MY SEATBELT, I  FEEL ALOT SAFER. WHEN OTHERS D O N 'T , I T  I S  VERY 
SCARY. I T  W IL L  ALSO SAVE A LL  ALASKANS MONEY ON INSURANCE. I F  YOU TRULY 

CARE ABOUT SAVING L IV F S , VOTE FOR HB 1 0 5 .

POMID*. 0 3 1 2 0 4 5 4  
D A TE : 0 3 /0 6 /8 9  
T IM E : 1 2 :0 4 :5 4  

LIO NAM E: ANCHORAGE L IO

C O P IE S : SENATORS

ADAMS 
B IN K LE Y  
COG H ILL 
DUNCAN 
ELIASON 
FAHRENKAMP 
F A IK S  
FISCHER
FRANK
HALFORD
JONES
KELLY
KERTTULA
PEARCE
RODEY
STURGULEWSKI
SZYMANSKI
UEHLING
ZHAROFF



A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

Sen. Jan Faiks, Vice Chairman 
Sen. A l Adams 
Sen. Tim Kelly 
Sen. Rick Uehling

Sen. Fat Pourchot, Chairman

P.O. Box V
Juneau, AK 99811

907-465-3712Senate State Affairs Committee
A p r i l  7, 19 8 9

i D a n a  S t e w a r t  
/  P. 0. B o x  1 1 2 4 5 6

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 1 1

D e a r  Dana:

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  c o n t a c t i n g  m e  t o  e x p r e s s  y o u r  s u p p o r t  f o r  
H B  105, w h i c h  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  t h e  u s e  o f  s e a t b e l t s  in m o t o r  
v e h i c l e s .

I s u p p o r t e d  t h e  S e n a t e  c o m p a n i o n  b i l l  (SB 59) w h e n  it  w a s  
b e f o r e  t h e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  i n t e n d  t o  v o t e  f o r  H B  
1 05 w h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o  t h e  S e n a t e  floor. S t u d y  a f t e r  s t u d y  s h o w s  
t h a t  s e a t b e l t  u s e  s a v e s  lives, r e d u c e s  i n j u r i e s ,  a n d  d e c r e a s e s  
h e a l t h  c a r e  costs, a n d  t h a t  h a v i n g  a m a n d a t o r y  s e a t b e l t  l a w  o n  
t h e  b o o k s  r e s u l t s  i n  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n c r e a s e d  s e a t b e l t  use.

H B  105 is c u r r e n t l y  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  
F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e .  I a m  h o p i n g  i t  w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e i r  a p p r o v a l  
soon, b e  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  f u l l  S e n ate, a n d  b e  s i g n e d  b y  t h e  
G o v e r n o r  i n t o  l a w  t h i s  s e s s i o n .

T h a n k s  a g a i n  f o r  s h a r i n g  y

^ e n a t o r  P a t  P o u r c h o t
C h a irm a n

P P / s s
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PUBLIC OPINION HESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR POURCHOT

NAME: DANA STEWART 
TITLE:

ADDRESS: P.O. BOX 112456
CITY: ANCHORAGE ZIP: 99511
PHONE: 345-6398 

BILL NO: HB 105 
SUBJECT: MANDATORY SEATBELTS 
MESSAGE: I AM IN FAVOR OF THE SEATBELT LAW.

POMID: 03153528 " f||f$CEiVED A P R  ^ ‘
DATE: 04/04/89 
TIME: 15:35:28 

LIONAME: ANCHORAGE LIO

COPIES: SENATORS

ADAMS
BINKLEY
COGHILL
DUNCAN
ELIASON
FAHRENKAMP
FAIKS
FISCHER
FRANK
HALFORD
JONES
KELLY
KERTTULA
PEARCE
RODEY
STURGULEWSKI
SZYMANSKI
UEHLING
ZHAROFF
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A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

Sen. Jan Faiks, Vice Chairman 
Sen. Al Adams 
Sen. Tim Kelly 
Sen. Rick Uehling

Sen. Rat Pourchot, Chairman

P.O. Box V
Juneau, AK 99811

907-465-3712
Senate State Affairs Committee

M a r c h  28, 1989

A n n e  V e r H o e f  
, 1 6 7 5  S i t k a  S t r e e t ,  #303
/ A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 1

D e a r  A n n e :

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  c o n t a c t i n g  m e  t o  e x p r e s s  y o u r  s u p p o r t  for 
H B  105, w h i c h  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  t h e  u s e  o f  s e a t b e l t s  in m o t o r  
v e h i c l e s .

I s u p p o r t e d  t h e  S e n a t e  c o m p a n i o n  b i l l  (SB 59) w h e n  i t  w a s  
b e f o r e  t h e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  i n t e n d  t o  v o t e  f o r  HB  
1 05 w h e n  it c o m e s  t o  t h e  S e n a t e  floor. S t u d y  a f t e r  s t u d y  s h o w s  
t h a t  s e a t b e l t  u s e  s a v e s  lives, r e d u c e s  i n j u r i e s ,  a n d  d e c r e a s e s  
h e a l t h  c a r e  c o s t s ,  a n d  t h a t  h a v i n g  a m a n d a t o r y  s e a t b e l t  l a w  on 
t h e  b o o k s  r e s u l t s  i n  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n c r e a s e d  s e a t b e l t  use.

H B  105 is c u r r e n t l y  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  
F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e .  I a m  h o p i n g  it w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e i r  a p p r o v a l  
soon, b e  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  fu l l  S e n a t e ,  a n d  b e  s i g n e d  b y  t h e  
G o v e r n o r  i n t o  l a w  t h i s  s e s s i o n .

T h a n k s  a g a i n  f o r  s h a r i n g  y

■Senator P a t  P o u r c h o t
C h a irm a n

P P / s s
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PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

i

SENATOR POURCHOT

ANNE VER HOEF

1675 SITKA STREET, 3303
ANCHORAGE
278-9152
HB 105
MANDATORY SEATBELTS 
I SUPPORT THE SAFETY BELT USE LAW.

ZIP: 99501

03120959 
03/22/89 
12:09:59 
ANCHORAGE LIO

SENATORS
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UEHLING
ZHAROFF

I

/





S E N A T E  S T A T E  A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E  

B I L L  N U M B E R  5 &  { p 5  

S P O N S O R  

B I L L  T I T L E v v u W  v d A J i d k -  { h U m s L >

^ p l j ^ r C O  - f t r T  V & M X Z W I S  ^

D A T E  R E F E R R E D  (

H E A R I N G  S C H E D U L E D  ^  - j 5  ~  

F I S C A L  N O T E  P R E P A R E D

S P O N S O R  C O N T A C T E D  

I N T E R E S T E D  P A R T I E S  C O N T A C T E D
/

7  a a a i I A

y

O T H E R



A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

Anchorage Office: 
3111 C S t . ,  S u ite  530 

A ncho ra g e , A K  99503 
907-561-7616

Senator Rick Halford

While in  Juneau: 
P .O . Box V  

Juneau, A K  99811 
907-465-4958

MEMORANDUM
To: Senator Pat Pourchot, Chairman

State Affairs Committee
From: Senator Rick Halford
Date: February 12, 1989

Thank you for your prompt scheduling of Senate Bill 65, "An Act relating to 
vehicle license plates for veterans."
This bill allows veterans and retired veterans the opportunity to display 
distinctive license plates on their motor vehicles. It is a way in which the State of 
Alaska can honor veterans for the service they have given to our country.
Current law allows members of the Alaska National Guard the opportunity to 
request special plates. Senate Bill 65 extends that opportunity to individuals who 
are veterans or retired veterans of the armed forces of the United States.
I understand that the House Transportation Committee added a $10 fee to a 
similar house bill in order to make the program pay for itself. This seems like a 
reasonable request in light of the state's declining revenues.
I urge your favorable consideration of this legislation.

Residence: P O . lic.x 190 • C h u g ia k , A K  99567 • 907-694-4958
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S B  57. A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  l i c e n s e  p l a t e s  f o r  t h e  o r g a n i z e d  
m i l i t i a  a n d  c r e a t i n g  a m i l i t i a  s u p p o r t  fund.

S B  57 w o u l d  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  C o m m a n d e r ' s  S u p p o r t  F u n d  w i t h i n  t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  M i l i t a r y  a n d  V e t e r a n s '  A f f a i r s .  T h e  f u n d  w o u l d  b e  
u s e d  t o  p r o m o t e  t h e  m o r a l e ,  w e l f a r e ,  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  
o f  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z e d  A l a s k a  m i l i t i a .  T h e  f u n d  w o u l d  
c o n s i s t  o f  p r i v a t e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  a n d  l e g i s l a t i v e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s .

S B  57 c o n t a i n s  i n t e n t  l a n g u a g e  t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  
t o  t h e  C o m m a n d e r ' s  F u n d  t h e  p r o c e e d s  f r o m  t h e  s a l e  o f  s p e c i a l  
m i l i t i a  l i c e n s e  p l a t e s .  U n d e r  c u r r e n t  s t a t u t e ,  t h e s e  p l a t e s  a r e  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  m e m b e r s  of  t h e  A l a s k a  N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  a t  a c o s t  o f  
$30. T o  e n h a n c e  l i c e n s e  r e v e n u e s ,  S B  57 w o u l d  e s t a b l i s h  an 
a d d i t i o n a l  $ 1 0  a n n u a l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  f e e  f o r  t h e  m i l i t i a  p l a t e  a n d  
a u t h o r i z e  i t s  i s s u a n c e  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  N a v a l  M i l i t i a  a n d  A l a s k a  
S t a t e  M i l i t i a .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  w o u l d  s e p a r a t e l y  a c c o u n t  f o r  $20 
o f  t h e  $ 3 0  p u r c h a s e  c o s t  o f  t h e  p l a t e s  in a n t i c i p a t i o n  t h a t  t h e s e  
f unds, a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  $10 s u r c h a r g e ,  w o u l d  b e  a p p r o p r i a t e d  t o  t h e  
C o m m a n d e r ' s  F u n d .

A l t h o u g h  t h e  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  t o  i s s u e  s p e c i a l  N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  p l a t e s  
h a s  b e e n  o n  t h e  b o o k s  s i n c e  1986, n o n e  h a v e  b e e n  i s s ued.

S B  65, A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  l i c e n s e  p l a t e s  f o r  
v e t e r a n s .

S B  65 w o u l d  r e q u i r e  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  t o  d e s i g n  a n d  
i s s u e  s p e c i a l  l i c e n s e  p l a t e s  f o r  v e t e r a n s .  T h e r e  w o u l d  b e  n o  
s p e c i a l  f e e  f o r  t h e  p l a t e ;  a n n u a l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  f e e s  w o u l d  b e  as 
p e r  c u r r e n t  s t a t u t e  ($35 f o r  a car, $ 4 0  f o r  a t r u c k ,  etc.).

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  " v a n i t y "  p l a t e s  ($30 once, p l u s  a n n u a l  fee), 
c u r r e n t  s t a t u t e  p r o v i d e s  f o r  s p e c i a l  l i c e n s e  p l a t e s  f o r  P e a r l  
H a r b o r  s u r v i v o r s  a n d  f o r m e r  p r i s o n e r s  o f  w a r  ($0), m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  
A l a s k a  N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  ($30 o n c e ,  p l u s  a n n u a l  fee), d i s a b l e d  
v e t e r a n s  a n d  o t h e r  h a n d i c a p p e d  p e r s o n s  ($0), m o t o r  v e h i c l e  
d e a l e r s  ($45 a n n u a l l y ) ,  e l e c t e d  s t a t e  o f f i c i a l s  ($0), h i s t o r i c  
v e h i c l e s  ($10 o n c e ) , c o n s u l a r  o f f i c e r s  of  f o r e i g n  g o v e r n m e n t s  
($35 a n n u a l l y ) ,  a m a t e u r  m o b i l e  r a d i o  s t a t i o n  v e h i c l e s  ($0, p l u s  
a n n u a l  f ee), r a n c h e r s  a n d  f a r m e r s  ($35 a n n u a l l y ) ,  a n d  VJinter 
O l y m p i c s  c o m m e m o r a t i o n  ($70 o nce, p l u s  a n n u a l  fee). (SB 117 
w o u l d  a d d  s p e c i a l  U n i v e r s i t y  p l a t e s  ($50 o nce, p l u s  a n n u a l  f e e ) .
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I n t roduced :  1 / 9 /8 9
R e fe r r e d :  S t a te  A f f a i r s  ana Finance

6-0261A

BY HALFORD, FAIKS, 
STURGULEWSKI, KELLY,

1 IN THE SENATE COGHILL A N D  FRANK

2 SENATE BILL NO. 65

3 IN THE L EGISLATURE OF TH E  STATE OF A L A S K A

4 SIXTEENTH L E G I S LATURE - FIRST SESSION

5 A BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to m o t o r  vehicle license plates for

7 veterans."

8 BE IT E N A CT E D  BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE S TATE OF ALASKA:

9 * Section 1. AS 28.10.181 is amended by adding a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to

10 read:

11 (o) Vehicles owned by veterans. The department, u p o n  receipt of

12 w r i t t e n  proof, shall issue special r e g i s tr a t i o n  plates for one noncom-

13 mercial m o t o r  vehicle to a pe r s on  who is a v e t e r a n  or retired v e t e r a n

14 of the armed forces of the Un i t ed  States. The d e s i g n  and color of the

15 v e t e r a n  or retired veteran plates shall be solely w i t h i n  the dis-

16 cretion of the commissioner.

17 * Sec. 2. AS 28.10.421(d) is amen d e d  to read:

18 (d) The special r e g i s t ra t i o n  fees u nder this s ub s e c t i o n  are

19 imposed annually, unless otherwise specified, for:

20 (1) an historic vehi c le  (one time only u p o n  initial regis-

21 tration under AS 28.10.181)   $10;

22 (2) special request plates including those a u t h o r iz e d  for

23 use by A l a s k a  National G uard p e r s on n e l  only ........................  $30;

24 plus the fee required for that v e h i c l e  u nder (b)(1) or (2) of this

25 section; the fee required by this p a r a g r a p h  shall be collected only on

26 the first issuance and on the r eplacement of special request plates;

27 (3) a vehicle owned by a d i s a b l e d  v e t e r a n  or o ther handi-

28 capped person, and registered u n d e r  AS 28.10.181 or a resident 65

29 years of age or older who files a w r i t t e n  a p p l i c a t i o n  for an exe m p t i o n

S B 0 0 6 o a - 1 - SB 65



1 on a form p r e s c r i be d  by the d e partment .............................. none;

2 (4) a vehicle owned by the state.......................... none;

3 (5) a vehicle owned by an elected state official .. the fee

A required for that vehicle u nder (b) of this section;

5 (6) a vehicle owned by a c on sular officer, unless waived

6 u n d er  AS 2 8 .10.181   $35;

7 (7) a vehicle owned by a rancher, farmer, or d a i r y m a n  and

8 regis t e r e d  u n d e r  AS 28.10.181 ...................................... $35;

9 (8) a snowmobile or o f f - h i g h w a y vehicle ............. $ 5;

10 (9) an amateur mo b i l e  radio stat i o n  vehicle,

11 (A) wit h  a tr a n s ce i v e r  capable of less than 5-band

12 op e r a t i o n    the fee

13 r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h a t  v e h i c l e  u n d e r  ( b )  o r  ( c )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ;
1A ( B )  i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  s e r v i c e  t o  the  p u b l i c :  a m ob i l e
15 ama teu r  r a d i o  s t a t i o n  owned by an ama teu r  w i t h  g e n e r a l  c l a s s  o r
16 h i g h e r  l i c e n s e ,  p r o v i d e d  th e  s t a t i o n  must be s a t i s f a c t o r i l y
17 p r o v e d  c a p a b l e  o f  o p e r a t i n g  on a t  l e a s t  f i v e  bands f r om  160
18 t h r o u g h  10 m e t e r s ,  must have  an a n t e n n a ,  and must have  a power
19 s u p p l y  and w i r i n g  as a pe rmanen t  p a r t  o f  t h e  v e h i c l e ;  th e  t r a n s -
20 m i t t i n g  u n i t  may be removed f r om  th e  c a r  f o r  s e r v i c e  o r  d r y
21 s t o r a g e  ...................................................................................................................................  none
22 f o r  a m ob i l e  ama teu r  r a d i o  s t a t i o n  v e h i c l e  i n c l u d e d  i n  ( b ) ( 1 )  o r
23 ( 2 )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ;
2A ( 1 0 )  d e a l e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  p l a t e s ,
25 (A )  th e  i n i t i a l  s e t  o f  p l a t e s  ........................................... $A5;
26 ( B )  each  sub sequen t  s e t  o f  p l a t e s  ................................ S 25 ;
27 ( 1 1 )  a v e h i c l e  owned by a m u n i c i p a l i t y  o r  c h a r i t a b l e  o r g a -
28 n i z a t i o n  m ee t i n g  the  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  AS 2 8 . 1 0 . 1 8 1 ( e )    $ 5 ;
29 ( 1 2 )  an o c c a s i o n a l  use  v e h i c l e  u nde r  AS 2 S . 1 0 . 1 8 1 ( k )  . .  $ 1 5 ;
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1 (13) a vehicle owned by a Pearl Harbor survivor or a former

2 prisoner of war .......................................................  none;

3 (14) special request Winter Olympics commemorative plates

4   $70;

5 plus the fee required for that vehicle under (b)(1) or (2) of this

6 section; the fee required by this paragraph shall be collected only on

7 the first issuance and on the replacement of special request plates;

8 the commissioner of administration shall separately account for the

9 fees received under this paragraph that the department deposits in the

10 general fund; the annual estimated balance in the account may be

11 appropriated by the legislature to the Alaska sports fund established

12 under AS 05.35.150^

13 (15) special request veteran or retired veteran plates

14   the fee

15 required for that vehicle under (b) of this section.

SB00b5a -3- SB 65



STATE OF ALASKA1989 LEGISLATIVE SESSION BILL VERSION: SB 65PUBLISH DATE: ________
FISCAL NOTE

REQUEST:________________________________

Revision Date: _________________________  Agency Affected: Public Safety
Title: An Act relating to license  BRU: Division of Motor Vehicles
plates for veterans_____________________ _______________________________________
Sponsor: Halford and Faiks____________ Component: Field Services_
Requestor: Senate State_Affairs_______ _______________________________________
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OPERATING Fv 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93 FY 94
PERSONAL SERVICES 32.6
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Department of Public Safety 
FISCAL NOTE SB 65 
Page 2 of 3 pages

Analysis:

There are 70,000 veterans living In Alaska according to the Veterans 
Administration. It is difficult to estimate with any degree of accuracy how 
many would want this type of license plate. For purposes of this fiscal note 
the Division will estimate that 10,000 veterans will request the plate during 
the first year and In subsequent years the requests will be 2,000 annually.

These plates will be available at most offices In the State and the workload 
will be spread among the offices. The overall Increase In workload would be 
the equivalent of one full-time position to change 10,000 vehicle record and 
perform other administrative tasks associated with the new program. This 
position will be In Anchorage where the majority of the registrations will be 
done. This position will only be needed for the first year of the program.

The breakdown of costs for the first year Is as follows:

Personnel

1 PFT Motor Vehicle Representative I/II,
Range 9 $32.6

Contractual

10,000 plates @ $5.00 
Shipping to 30 offices 
APSIN network charges

50.0 
1.0

J L 5

Equipment

APSIN terminal and printer 3.0

TOTAL $89.1

After the first year the on-going costs will be $10,000 for 2,000 plates at 
$5.00 each.



Posi tion Ti tie A .........
Kotor vehicle Representative I/II

No. of positions R a n g e / ^ g p Barg. |Jnit

T i m g ^ t a t u s  | Staff Moij£hs 

1
Location Election.C 

Anchorage 7-
Ijgtrict

ftiis^pos?Hon is assigned the administrati ve tasks associated 

on of the program.

the plates, forms 

anizations to publi- 

f operation, 10,000 

ew plates. Although 

roughout the state, 

that is where the 

year the position

Type of Expenditure Amount with the start up and first year's operati

I 2 3 These tasks include design and ordering of

Salary* 21.4 /////////////////// design, and coordination with veterans org

Benefi ts* 11.2 /////////////////// cize the program. During the first year o

Premium Pay (Included in Above) ////////////////// /////////////////// vehicle records will be updated with the n

Ot ////////////////// /////////////////// the plates will be available at offices th

Total Personal Services ////////////////// 32.6 the majority will be done in Anchorage and

Travel position will be located. After the first

Contractual 2.5 will no longer be needed and the workload will be absorbed by 

the offices.Commodi ties

Equipment 3.0

Other

Total Cost ( 38.1

Funding Source for Total Cost

Federal Receipts 1002

G.F. Match 1003

General Fund 1004 38.1

Program Receipts/GF 1005

I-A Receipts 1007

CIP Receipts 1061

Other
I----- --
* Personal Services Salary and Benefits Costs are from PACS 

Scenario #2.

REQUEST FOR 

NEW POSITION

AGENCY Department of Public Safety 

8RU Division of Motor Vehicles

COMPONENT Field Services_________________

Page 3 of 3
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A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

Anchorage Office: While m  Juneau:
3111 C  S t ., S u ite  530 P .O . Box V

A n ch o ra g e , A K  99503 Juneau , A K  99811
907-561-7616 907-465-4958

Senator Rick Halford

MEMORANDUM
To: Senator Pat Pourchot, Chairman

State Affairs Committee /I
From: Senator Rick Halford ( / j j r

Date: February 12, 1989

Thank you for your prompt scheduling of Senate Bill 65, "An Act relating to 
vehicle license plates for veterans."
This bill allows veterans and retired veterans the opportunity to display 
distinctive license plates on their motor vehicles. It is a way in which the State of 
Alaska can honor veterans for the service they have given to our country.
Current law allows members of the Alaska National Guard the opportunity to 
request special plates. Senate Bill 65 extends that opportunity to individuals who 
are veterans or retired veterans of the armed forces of the United States.
I understand that the House Transportation Committee added a $10 fee to a 
similar house bill in order to make the program pay for itself. This seems like a 
reasonable request in light of the state's declining revenues.
I urge your favorable consideration of this legislation.

Residence P.O. Box 190 • Chugiak, AK 99567 • 907-694-4958



A S S O C I A T I O N  O F  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  A R M Y

January 12, 1989

Rep. Terry Martin
Ak State House Legislative Office
3111 C Street
Anchorage, AK 99503

Dear Mr. Martin:

The members of the executive board of The Last Frontier Chapter 
of the Association of the U S Army support Jeremiah Harrington's 
initiative to convince the State of Alaska to issue vehicle 
license plates similar to those issued by the State of Louisiana.
His letter to you of October 14, 1988 explains the plates in detail. 
Thankyou for your help in achieving this worthwhile goal.

Sincerely,

Carl Bradford Jr 
Presi dent,
Last Frontier Chapter


