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I N T R O D U C T I O N

The c e n t r a l  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  are a  of A l a s k a  Is a l m o s t  c o m p l e t e l y  d e p e n d e n t  

on g r o u n d - w a t e r  for r e s i d e n ti a l ,  c o m m e r c i a l  and i n d us t r i a l  w a t e r  supplies.

This area includes the communities of Sterling, Soldotna, Kenai, and Nikiski 

(fig. I). At least ten instances of ground-water contamination have been 

discovered in this area in recent years (Alaska Department of Environmental 

Conservation, .1988) causing widespread concern over the long-term potability 

of ground water. These concerns are expressed in a locally-circulated 

petition containing 213 signatures and in a resolution passed by the Kenai 

Peninsula Borough assembly (see Appendix). Both documents also express a 

request for hydrogeological wo r k  in the central Kenai Peninsula area to better 

define ground-water flow systems and risks to local wells. This report 

briefly reviews several ground-water issues in the area and outlines a 

comprehensive plan for determining ground-water conditions and movement in 

order to protect water supplies and facilitate the beneficial use of ground 

water.

DISCUSSION OF PROBLEMS

The most recent areawide study of the central Kenai Peninsula was 

conducted by Anderson and Jones (1972). They reported that area wells "are 

too few and too widely spaced to permit accurate mapping" of the water table 

or artesian potentiometric surface. These surfaces are useful for determining 

directions of ground-water flow. An inherent feature of the central Kenai 

Peninsula is that large areas are developed with lots ranging in size from one 

to five acres. Each developed lot typically has its own well. With large 

numbers of wells, the probabilities of any randomly-located contamination 

event having an effect on some private well is increased.
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Figure 1. Location of central Kenai Peninsula study area.



Since 1972 substantial growth nas occurred In the central Ktuai Peninsula 

area and hundreds of water-supply wells have been drilled. Except for the 

.iski and Sterling areas, no significant effort has been made to collect the 

logs from these wells and evaluate their utility for mapping ground-water flow 

systems. In some areas, such mapping may be feasible and may contribute 

substantially towards resolving contamination or water supply problems.

Concerns for g :ound-water quality at Sterling stem from past practices of 

disposing of liquid wastes in ponds at the Sterling Special Waste Site 

(Munter, 1988). Hydrogeologic investigations in the area have been limited to 

on-site evaluations. No clearly defined contaminant plume has been found, 

possibly because of the extreme heterogeneity of the glacial, alluvial, and 

lacustrine deposits in the area and the absence of a clear definition of 

regional flow paths. Existing wells m a y  not be properly located to detect 

such a plume. The occurrence of numerous residential wells throughout a wide 

swath of probable down gradient directions from the Sterling Special Waste 

Site lends particular importance to the issue of whether or not a significant 

plume actually exists and the direction that it m ay be travelling.

Nikiski (including the Port Nikiski area) is one of Alaska's leading 

industrial centers. Past leaks have resulted in areas where fuel products are 

floating on the water table, and major industrial water-supply wells tapping 

the upper confined aquifer described by Nelson (1981) have been contaminated 

by benzene (Bill Ashton, DEC, oral commun., 1989). Other contamination has 

been documented in nearby mixed commercial and residential areas (J. Hayden, 

DEC, oral commun., 1989). In addition, lake levels have been drawn down by 

industrial pumping in the area (Nelson, 1981; Howland and Freethey, 1978).
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Unocal Corporation has requested a temporary water-use permit from the 

Department of Natural Resources to test pump three wells near Cabin Lake at a 

total combined rate of up to 2200 gallons per minute for three days (C. 

Rewolinski, Unocal Corp., written commun., 1989). Should historic industrial 

pumping patterns be significantly changed, resulting changes in the 

ground-water flow system could affect lake levels, water levels in private 

wells, and contaminant migration, patterns in the area. Evaluation of these 

possibilities may be an important aspect of future permitting activities.

PROPOSED WORK

The comprehensive hydrogeological study of the central Kenai Peninsula 

area described below consists of five conceptual components (Table 1).

Table 1. Conceptual components of the central Kenai Peninsula hydrogeological 

study.

I. Area-wide well log and water quality data acquisition and storage

II. Sterling area hydrogeological evaluation (see Munter, 1988)

III. Nikiski area hydrogeological evaluation

IV. Area-wide ground-water flow system mapping

V. Site-specific analysis and technical advisory

These conceptual components provide a logical means by which 

hydrogeological wor k  in the central Kenai Peninsula area may be pursued. The 

first two components are largely self explanatory, and the third component 

will be reviewed in some detail in a subsequent section. The fourth component 

should be viewed as a practical task only for selected areas. The 

Identification of these areas is dependent on the results of the first 

component and locations of contamination events, neither of which are
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completely known at this time. The fifth component is dependent on 

site-specific issues, such as industrial well siting, water rights, and waste 

disposal permitting and facility clean-up planning. Although industry and 

regulatory agencies have substantial capabilities for conducting and reviewing 

pertinent investigations, the volume of work or the complexity of issues 

surrounding some of these sites may create a need for supplemental technical 

review or analysis.

NIKISKI AREA HYDROGEOLOGICAL EVALUATION

The water resources of the Nikiski area have been the subject of several 

investigation / (Dames and Moore, 1975; Howland and Freethey, 1978; and Nelson, 

1981). Thesi studies have resulted in hydrogeologic cross sections, 

water-table i aps, and conceptual and computer models of ground-water flow 

systems. Alt .ough water table and confined aquifers and confining units have 

been described in general terms, they have never been mapped in detail. 

Preparation of s bsurface geologic maps showing the distribution of different 

lithologic units is proposed as Phase I of the Nikiski area hydrogeological 

evaluation (Table 2).

Phase II of the evaluation consists first of identifying time periods 

that are representative of relatively steady-state pumping conditions. Maps 

would be prepared showing the water-table surface of the unconfined aquifer 

and potentiometric surfaces of confined aquifers, if possible, for those 

periods. If sufficient data are not avai. le for this task, then additional 

data collection would be conducted. The collection of additional water-level, 

wel l  log, and water use data (Phase III) would be done to improve the accuracy 

of maps described above. Water-quality data collected by industry or state or



T a b l e 2. Pha se s  of the N i k i s k i  area h y d r o g e o l o g i c a l  e v a l u a t i o n

I. Reconnaissance-level Subsurface Geologic Mapping

A. Unconfined aquifer

B. Upper confining unit

C. Upper confined aquifer

D. Lower confined aquifer

II. Reconnaissance-level Flow System Mapping

A. Identification of representative time periods

B. Water-level contour maps for each aquifer for each 

representative time period for which sufficient data 

exist.

III. Acquisition and Storage of Additional Data

A. Well-log data

B. Water-level data
C. Water quality data (including developing a cooperative database 

w ith USGS)

D. Water-use data

VI. Identification of Major Actual or Potential Flowpaths and 

Preparation of Report

local agencies would be entered into a permanent database in cooperation with 

the U.S. Geological Survey in order to provide long-term trends of contaminant 

levels or concentrations of natural dissolved constituents.

The subsurface geologic, water table, and potentiometric surface maps 

would be combined wit h  information obtained from site investigations of 

contaminated ground water to identify major actual or potential contaminant 

flow paths (Phase IV). This information would be presented in one or more 

reports containing detailed maps of the area under investigation.
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Lennie Boston-Gorsuch 
Commissioner
Dept. Of Natural Resources 
HOD Wil loughby five.
Junuea ,Ok .99801

Dear Commissioner:

Enclosed is a petition that has been circulated recently . Some of us here 
on the North Kenai rea l ize  that contamination of groundwater is a widespread 
problem, not only in our area but in many parts of the country. Perhaps the 
idea that we were somehow immune to this was fostered by the sheer pristine 
and primal beauty that we enjoy here. However, times are changing. Peop le  
are beginning to concern themselves with the important things that we have 
too long taken for granted. 1 think the positive response to this petition in 
the forms of comments such as "It's about time.", "We've got to do something 
soon.", and many simple earnest thank yous testify to this important change 
in attitude.

Some of us have seen far too many conflicting "facts about the 
groundwater" tossed  about simply to justify permit applications and 
requests for variances by the industry. What r ea l ly  is happening with and to 
our groundwater?

The North Kenai Industrial Complex is the major refining sector  of the 
state. Consequently, our community is not the typical residential area and 
should not be treated or examined as such. The state has accomodated the 
energy sector  for 2D years, at certain times unchecked and l o o s e ly  regulated 
environmenta l ly .

Negative episodes invo lv ing  the groundwater here are becoming ever more 
frequent. We b e l i e v e  the time has c o i e  for a comrehensive study here, if not 
for our safety and long term health factors, then certainly for everyones 
knowledge and above a l l ,  peace of mind.

Nikiski, Rk. 99635



cc; Gov. Steve  Cowper 
William ft. Mullen  
Robert Forbes 
Peg T i le s ton  
B i l l  flshton 
B i l l  Lamoreuax 
Sen. Mike Syzmanski 
Sen. Jag K e r tu l la  
Rep. Jim Zawaoki



P UBLIC A W A R E N E S S  C O M M I T T E E  F O R  ENVIRO NMENT 
' Box 3722, Soldotna, Ak. 99669

This summer we have seen a large number of plans and applications

for permitsaconcerning:

1.) Waste site openings and closures

2.) Wastewater discharge renewals

3.) Particulate emmisions into the air

In addition, the number of identifiable illegal dumpings may be on the rise. 

Production rates at some of the industrial facilities are at the upper end of 

their capacity. Due to these mounting demands on our local groundwater resources 

and in the absence of any significant, cohesive data on that resource which

may or may not be severely impacted by the activities aforementioned, we the

undersigned hereby petition the Alaska State Dept, of Geophysical Surveys and 

the Water Resource Board undertake steps to initiate a comprehensive hydrology 

assessment of the-N^th Kenai Industrial Complex and surrounding affected areas.

(213 signatures with addresses)



Introduced by: Brown 
Dace: Jan. 17, 1989
Action: A d o pt ed
Vote: Unanimous

KENAI P E N I N SULA BOROUGH 

RESOLUTION 89-10

RE Q U E S T I N G  THE STATE TO FUND AND C O N DUCT HYDROGEOL X5IC SURVEYS IN 
THE C E N T R A L  P E N I NSULA A R E A  OF THE KENAI P E N I N S U L A  BOROUGH

WHEREAS, the communities in and around the cities of Kenai 
and S o l d otna comprise an area of extensive oil and gas and 
ch e m i c a l / i n d u s t r i a l  activity; and

WHEREAS, these, activities can create problems w i t h  c o n­
tami n a t i o n  of w a t e r  supplies through lack of k n o w l e d g e  of m o v e­
men t s  of u n d e r g r o u n d  water; and

WHEREAS, in April, 1988, a h y d r o g e o l o g i c  ev alua t i o n  was 
p r o p o s e d  for the area around Sterling, A.laska by the D e p a r t m e n t  
of N a t u r a l  Resources, Division  of Geological & Ge ophy s i c a l  
Surveys, to provide information about the ground w a t e r  movement; 
and

WHEREAS, such information w o u l d  be h ighly u sef ul in locating 
facilities to ha ndle future waste from the area activities a nd in 
a l l e v i a t i n g  problems of c o n tami nation that have o c c urre d or may 
occur in the area; and

WHEREAS, the activities g e n e r a t i n g  the wastes and their 
atten d a n t  problems in the central Kenai Peninsula area are of 
signif i c a n t  financial benefit to the entire state; and

WHEREAS, hydrog e o l o g i c  surveys should be p e r f o r m e d  for all 
areas in the central Kenai P e n i n s u l a  and not just the Sterling 
a r e a ;

NO W  THEREFORE, BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE A S S E M B L Y  OF THE KENA I 
P E N I N S U L A  BOROUGH:

Se c t i o n  1 . That the A l a s k a  legislature is r e q u e s t e d  to 
p r o v i d e  funding for h y d r o g e o l o g i c  surveys of the central K e n a i  
P e n i n s u l a  areas to determine g r o u n d  w a t e r  g e o l o g y  and m o v e m e n t  so 
that the b e n efits of oil and gas p r o d u c t i o n  to the state from 
that area can continue and be d i r e c t e d  u s i n g  information  v i t a l  to 
the p r o t e c t i o n  of the w a t e r  supplies and resources of the K e n a i  
Peninsula, its residents and visitors.

S e c t i o n  2 . Th at the clerk shall send copies of this r e s o l u­
tion to G o v e r n o r  Cowper; D en nis Kelso, C o m m i s s i o n e r  of DEC; 
L e n n i e  Boston-Gorsuch, C o m m i s s i o n e r  of DNR; Senators Fischer, 
Szymanski, Binkley, and K e r t t u l a  and R e p r e s e ntatives Cato, 
Navarre, Swackhammer, Wallis and Zawacki.

K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  B o rough 
R e s o l u t i o n  89-10 
Page 1 of 2 Pages



A D O P T E D  BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KENAI P E N I N S U L A  BOROU GH ON 
THIS 17th DAY OF January_________ i 1989.

onathan W. Sewall, A s s e m b l y  President

ATTEST:

y^iorough Clerk.

K enai P e n i n s u l a  B o rou gh 
R e s o l u t i o n  89-10 
Page 2 of 2 Pages



Hydrogeologists lack money, staff for Nikiski groundwater study
By BEN SWAN
S tiff Writer

Slate water geologlsti have begun prelim­
inary work on a groundwater survey of the 
Nikiski area but s*; eased any results may be 
long In coming without sufficient money or 
staff.

"The fact that we're here today means that 
we've started something," said Jim Muiiter, 
head hydrogeologist with the division of jeo- 
logical and geophysical surveys. The divi­
sion is part of the state Department of Natu­
ral Resources. Munter spoke at the North 
Kenai Chamber of Commerce weekly lun­
cheon Thursday in Nikiski about the process 
of a comprehensive groundwater survey.

Bill Long, the divison's chief of water 
resources, prefaced Muntcr's talk with cold 
facts about the division's limitations.

"We're a small department with a small

budget," Long said. "We have 39 project* 
statewide and four of those projects are on 
the Kenai Peninsula. We understand you're 
concerned about groundwater and will try to 
Integrate a program as far as funds are 
allowed."

Munter told the group that without addi­
tional funding any study would be slow, fie 
also said the upcoming fiscal year did not 
Indicate any study for the area.

"If there's going to be money from the 
s ta te , It 'll  have to come from the 
Legislature," Munter said.

The division's Interest in a groundwater 
survey stems from a petition coordinated by 
Nikiski resident Gary Superman. Superman 
gathered more than 250 signatures after It 
was determined that a Nikiski well was con- 
taminted with tctrachloroethylene, an in­
gredient found in solvent, degreaser and dry

cleaning fluid.
The petition requested a comprehensive 

groundwater survey oa the Nikiski Industrial 
complex and the surrounding area, Super­
man said. Water flow, water quality, soli 
Identification of upper confining levels and 
tho depths of the aquifer levels — the region 
under the ground that contains water — 
would be examined in the survey.

In a te le c o n fe re n c e  la s t  w eek , 
hydrogeologists were asked to come to 
Nikiski and speak about the logistics of a 
comprehensive survey, Supcrmnnsaid.

"The liming for the petition was very 
good," Munter said. "It was a good thing to 
get us started (on a survey) because we don’t 
just go into an area and tell the people n 
survey needs to be done."

Although a study has not been initiated, 
Munter said he was in Nikiski to solicit Input 
and gather feedback from people about the 
water evaluation. He said any suntey con­
ducted should be done from the long-term 
perspective that the Nikiski groundwater 
would be the primary water source for years 
to come.

P E NINSULA CLARION: 1/27/89



Alaska Environmental Lobby, Inc.

HO. Box 22151 J u n e a u . A lask a  991(02 9 07-586-2345

The Alaska Environmental Lobby strongly supports this legislation.

* Accurate groundwater information is essential to protecting public health 
in the Kenai Peninsula area, due to toxic contamination of parts of the 
aquifer.

* Such information is also essential to properly site a 'd  manage 
groundwater withdrawals for industrial and other developm ent in the area. 
The effect of large-scale withdrawals on toxic migration cannot currently be 
predicted, so further industrial development is essentially blocked until 
better information is available.

Hydrogeological surveys of the Kenai area are necessary from public health, 
environmental, and economic standpoints.

KNIK G R O U P  SIERRA CLUB • DENALI GROUP SIERRA CLUU • ANCHORAGE AUDUBON SOCIETY • A R C T I C  A U D U B O N  S O C I E T Y  
D E N A L I  CITIZENS COUNCIL • At ASK A  FRIENDS OF THE C A R l M  -  JUNEAU AUDUBON SOCIETY « KACHEM AK BAY C O N S E R V A T I O N  S O C I E T Y  
K E N A I  PENINSULA AUDUBON S C O f.T v  .  KODIAK AUDUBON SOCIETY • LYNN CANA! CONSERVATION ■ A L A S K A  W I L D L I F E  A L L I A N C E
s i t k a  c o n s e r v a t i o n  s o c i e t y  • n o r t h e r n  a la s k a  e n v i r o n m e n i a ,  c e n t e r  .  s o u t h e a s t  a l a s k a  c o n s e r v a t i o n  c o u n c i l

K N I K  K A N O f R S  AND KAYAKEHS

March 13. 1989 
by Bill Glude
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’64 / ’89 Committee

William E. Davis
Chairman

John Davies
Stato Seismologist

Sara L. McCullough
Execute Director 
South Control Chapter 
American tted Cross

Walter B. Parker
President. Alaska Academy 
at Engineering and Sciences

Lidia L. Selkregg
Prolessor Emeritus 
University of Alaska Anchorage

Mike Webb
Alaska Division 
or Emergency Services

1989 marks the 25th year since the G r e a t  
A laska Earthquake. A planning commi t t e e ,
s p o n s o r e d  by the A l a s k a  Academy of E n g i n e e r i n g  
and Sciences, is c o o r d i n a t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  in 
r e m e m b r a n c e  of the disaster. The theme is 
1 9 6 4 / 1 9 8 9 — 25 Years L a t e r .

Four ki nds of events are scheduled:

I. Preparation for disasters
Public awareness of the nature and dangers of 

large-scale disruptions will be emphasized. Displays 
will show steps that can be taken to prepare the home 
and workplace. Prevention and mitigation plans al­
ready in place, that serve as models of readiness, 
will be given special recognition. Programs for par­
ticular groups, for' instance preparing public workers 
for quick responses, will also be conducted.

II. C o m m e m o r a t i v e —  -
E v e n t s  in r e m e m b r a n c e  of 1964 are planned. A 

- -dinner- r e u n i o n ' D f  A l a s k a n s  "involved in the E a r t h q u a k e  
and r e c o v e r y  was a high p o i n t  of the 20th a n n i v e r s a r y  
and a s i milar g e t - t o g e t h e r  is anticip ated in 1989. A 
display c e n t e r i n g  on the 1964 events is p l a n n e d  f o r  
the A n c h o r a g e  M u s e u m  of H i s t o r y  and Art. E f f o r t s  a r e  
underway to set up an a r c h i v e  w h e r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c a n  
be centralized. We hope to be able to g i v e  special 
recog n i t i o n  to people w h o  w e r e  critical in 1964.

III. H i s t o r i c a l  and e d u c a t i o n a l
Infor m a t i o n  about the G r e a t  Alaska E a r t h q u a k e  

will be a s s e m b l e d  and m a d e  avai lable to the public. 
Where i n f o r m a t i o n  has n ot been collected, it will be 
sought; we hope to p r e s e r v e  the data in the archive. 
The 25th A n n i v e r s a r y  p r o v i d e s  a chance to look b a c k  
to see w h a t  effects the 1964 events had on i n d i v i­
duals and groups. Special atten t i o n  will be g i v e n  to 
the lessons that were l e arned in 1964, p a r t i c u l a r l y  
those h a v i n g  to do with m i t i g a t i o n  and prevention.

IV. S c i e n t i f i c  and technic al
A series of m e e t i n g s  d e a l i n g  with c u r r e n t  i n f o r­

mation a b o u t  natural d i s a s t e r s  is planned. A p u b l i c  
w o r kshop on how d e c i s i o n - m a k e r s  can use s c i e n t i f i c  
and technical data is scheduled. Other p o s s i b i l i t i e s  
include a sectional at the A la ska Science C o n f e r e n c e  
and in c o n j u c t i o n  with p r ofessi onal meetings.

A schedule of e vents is attached.
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J a n u a r y  7, 1989

’641 ’89 Committee

William E. Davis
Chairman

John Davies
Stato Setsmok.glst

Sara L. McCullough
Executive Director 
South Central Chapter 
American fled Cross

Walter B. Parker
President. Alaska Academy 
a t Engineering and Sciences

Lidia L. Selkregg
Professor Emeritus 
University of Alaska Anchorage

Mike Webb
Alaska Division 
o f Emergency Services

S C H E D U L E  O F  E V E N T S

February 23, 1989 - 10:30 A.M. M E D I A  B R I E F I N G
A press c o nference to provide information 
about the .earthquake c o m m emoratio n a c t i v i­
ties. Sponsored by the '64/'89 Committee.
3 r d’floor co nference room, Frontier Building,
36th and C St, Anchorage.

February 23-25, 1989 T E A C H E R  W O R K S H O P
Quake and S hak e- E a r t h q u a k e s  in Perspective.
A teacher w o r k s h o p  for graduate c r edit 
sponsored by the A l a s k a  Divisi on of E m e r g e n c y  
Services, A n c h o r a g e  School District, and 
Alaska Pacific University. Further
information: Mi ke Webb, 249-1370.

M a r c h  1989 E A R T H Q U A K E  A W A R E N E S S  M O N T H
Earthq u a k e  Retrospective. A n c h or age M u s e u m  
of H i s t o r y  and Art. E x h i b i t  featuring  p h o t o­
graphs d o c u m e n t i n g  the 1964 disaster. 
Sponsored by the '64/'89 C o m m ittee and the 
Cook Inlet Histo r i c a l  Society. Further 
information: W. E. Davis, 276-3499.

March 4 and 18, 1989 P R E P A R E D N E S S  D I S P L A Y S
March 4 —  N o r t h w a y  Mall. March 18 —  D i m o n d  Mall. 
Practical advice on getting ready for a 
natural disaster. D i s p l a y s  by groups, like 
the A m e rican Red Cross, that deal w i t h  
emergency services. S p o n s o r e d  by the '64/'89 
Committee. Furthe r information: Sara
McCullough, 277-1538.

Ma r c h  16, 1989 - 8 P.M.  H I STORY OF E A R T H Q U A K E S
Rim T e c t o n i c  Events. A n c h o r a g e  

of H i s t o r y  and Art. Talk, with 
on the major earthquakes, v o l c a n i c  

and a s s o c i a t e d  events in the 
the No rth Pacific. Spons o r e d  by 

Histor ical Society and the 
Further information: W.

Pacific 
Museum 
s l i d e s , 
e r u p t i o n s , 
history of 
the Cook Inlet 
'64/'89 Committee. 
E. Davis, 276-3499
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March 20 - 23, 1989 P U B L I C  P O L I C Y  W O R K S H O P
Seminars and discussion s on m a k i n g  scientific 
and e n g i n e e r i n g  i n formatio n m o r e  useful to 
decision-makers. Times, locations, and
speakers to be announced. S p o n sored b y  the 
'64/'89 Committee. F u r t h e r  information: Walt 
Parker, 333-5189.

M a y  23 - 24, 1989 U T I L I T Y  WORKERS' C O U R S E
Earthq uake H a z a r d  M i t i g a t i o n  for Utility 
Lifeli ne Systems. A t w o - d a y  course for 
public and p r i v a t e  u t i l i t y  officials 
empha s i z i n g  ways to r e duce e a r t h q u a k e  hazard 
risks. • C o n d u c t e d  by the E m e r g e n c y  M anageme nt 
Institute; s p o n sored b y  the A l a s k a  Division 
of E m e r g e n c y  Services. A d v a n c e  registration 
required. F u rther in formation: Mike Webb,
249-1370.

J u n e  1 - 2 ,  1989 H E A L T H  C A R E  F ACILITIES C O U R S E
N on-st r u c t u r a l  E arth q u a k e  H a z a r d  Mitigation.
A t w o - d a y  c o u r s e  for h o s p i t a l  and other 
health care facility w o r k e r s  s tressing ways 
to r e d u c e  risks from n o n - s t r u c t u r a l  dangers. 
Conduc ted b y  the E m e r g e n c y  Mana gement 
Institute; s p o n sored b y  the A l a s k a  Division 
of E m e r g e n c y  Services. A d v a n c e  registratio n 
required". F u r t h e r  i nfor m a t i o n :  Mike Webb,
249-1370.

S e p t e m b e r  1989 U.S.G.S. E A R T H Q U A K E  C O N F E R E N C E
Scient ific conf e r e n c e  r e v i e w i n g  current data 
on seismic events. Times, locations, and 
speakers to be announce d. Further
information: Mike Webb, 249-1370.
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Over 20 million waterfowl and shorebirds, including alm ost the entire world popula­
tion o f western sandpipers, pass through the Copper River Delta between April 25 and 

' May "20 each year. ‘ •
Birds from every other continent come to  Alaska to nest.
Some birds migrating to  Alaska travel great distances. O ur smallest bird, the Rufous 

Hummingbird, migrates over 1,000 miles. Several warblers travel 6,000 to 8,900 mill 
from the jungles o f  South America, flying mainly at night a t altitudes o f  2,000 to 12,000 
feet.

American golden plovers find their way to Alaska from Hawaii and Polynesia, ap ­
parently making the 2,000 mile trip  in a  nonstop flight.

Alaska has m ore seabirds than the rest o f  the United States put together. M ore than 
.8 0  to 124 million seabirds occur in Alaska waters in summ er.

Single flocks o f  over 10 million shearwaters, a medium-sized member o f  the albatross 
family, have been observed gliding over the waves o f  the G ulf o f  Alaska and Bering Sea.

There is little question the large number o f  migrant and resident birds affect the lives 
o f  humans living in Alaska. A great portion o f  the migrant birds are insect eaters, and 
though they do not decimate A laska’s insect populations, they must consume literally 
tons of- insects each year.

Source: Department of Fish and Game.

Corrections
Alaska ranked fourth among all states and the District o f  Columbia in the number 

o f  sentenced prisoners per 100,000 population, as o f  June 30, 1985. Alaska’s rate was 
'2 5 2  per 100,000. The District o f Columbia was highest with 720 per 100,000. North 

Dakota was lowest with 53 per 100,000. The national average was 201 per 100,000.

Source: Stale Department o f Corrections.

Education
Alaska ranked first in public elementary and secondary expenditures (1982-83) per 

student with $7,325, compared to  the national average o f  $3,430.
Alaska ranked first in percent o f  high school graduates in 1980 with an 82.5% rate, 

compared to the national average o f  66.5%.

Source: Center for Statistics, U.S. Department o f  Education.

Earthquakes
Since the turn o f  the century, 25% of all earthquake energy released in the world has 

been released by earthquakes occurring in Alaska.
There have been 37 earthquakes recorded with a magnitude greater than 7.25 in Alaska 

during this century.
Each year in Alaska there are approximately 1,000 earthquakes that measured more 

than 3.5 on the Richter scale.
O f the ten strongest earthquakes ever recorded in the w orld, three have occurred in 

Alaska: 2nd highest in 1964 in Prince William Sound rated 9.2 as the result o f  recent 
recalculations; 3rd highest in 1957 in the central Aleutians measuring 9.1; and the 6th 
highest in 1965 in the western Aleutians measuring 8.7.

Source: John Davies, Department o f Natural Resources, Division o f Geological and Geophysical 
Services.
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§ > t z m  (Enuiper, (inucnror
The S t a t e  of A l a s k a  is h i g h l y  s u s c e p t i b l e  to m a j o r  e a r t h q u a k e s ,  
t s u n a m i s  an d  o t h e r  n a t u r a l  h a za r d s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  is no r e a s o n  
to l i v e  in f e a r  of t hese n a t u r a l  e v e n t s  if p r e p a r a t i o n s  a n d  
p r e c a u t i o n s  a r e  taken.

Th e  l oss of l i r e  and p r o p e r t y  c a n  b e  g r e a t l y  r e d u c e d  if p r e p a r e d­
ne s s  m e a s u r e s  a r e  t a k e n  b e f o r e ,  d u r i n g  a n d  a f t e r  a d a m a g i n g  quake, 
t s u n a m i  o r  o t h e r  n a t u r a l  event. T h i s  p r e p a r e d n e s s  i n f o r m a t i o n  is 
i m p o r t a n t  to a l l  p e o p l e  s i n c e  m a n y  l i v e  i n  or t r a v e l  to a r e a s  o f  
th e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a  w i t h  h i g h  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  m a j o r  e a r t h q u a k e s  
a n d / o r  t s u n a m i s .

1989 m a r k s  t h e  2 5th A n n i v e r s a r y  of t h e  M a r c h  27, 1964, G r e a t  
A l a s k a  E a r t h q u a k e .

Th e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a  has l e a r n e d  and a p p l i e d  m a n y  l e s s o n s  f r o m  
t h e s e  d e v a s t a t i n g  events. The m o n t h  o f  M a r c h  w i l l  f o c u s  o n  t h e s e  
l e s s o n s  an d  h o w  to b e t t e r  p r e p a r e  t h e  S t a t e  an d  its p e o p l e  for 
f u t u r e  c a t a s t r o p h i c  n a t u r a l  ev e n t s  t h r o u g h  the a s s i s t a n c e  of 
g o v e r n m e n t a l  a g e n c i e s ,  s e r v i c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u­
tio n s  and  the b u s i n e s s  c o m m u n i t y .  I t  is i m p o r t a n t  to i m p l e m e n t  
the r e s u l t s  o f  t h e s e  l e s s o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  the year.

N OW, T H E R E F O R E ,  I, S t e v e  C o w p e r ,  G o v e r n o r  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  
do  h e r e b y  p r o c l a i m  the m o n t h  of M a r c h  1989 as:

E A R T H Q U A K E  A W A R E N E S S  M O N T H  '

in A l as k a ,  and u r g e  al l A l a s k a n s  to r e c o g n i z e  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  of 
b e i n g  p r e p a r e d  for f u t u r e  c a t a s t r o p h i c  n a t u r a l  e v e n ts .

D A T E D:  D e c e m b e r  5, 1988

oummr,8>tzuz (Houipcr, ̂ 
uiljn l]as also autl]0ri-cii 
the scat of ti]c State 0f  
Alaska to he affixnh to 
this proclamation.
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FACT SHEET ON THE GREAT ALASKA EARTHQUAKE OF 1964:

DATE- 

ORIGIN TIME 

MAGNITUDE ■

EPICENTER -

DEPTH- 

INTENSITY -

LOSSES 

CAUSE -

March 27,1964 AST (March 28,1964 GMT)

5:36 PM AST (03:36:14.0 ±  0.2 GMT)

9.2 on the Richter scale. Note: In 1977 the magnitude of this and many 
other great earthquakes were recalculated to take into account energy 
released at long wavelenghths which was not measurable with 
seismographs in use in 1964. As a result of this recalculation, the 
magnitude of the great Alaska earthquake of 1964 was increased from 
initial estimates of 8.4-8.6 to 9.2, making it the second largest earthquake 
ever recorded (the largest was a 9.5 earthquake in Chile in 1960).

6 mi east of the mouth of College Fiord 
61.04ON ±  0.05 & 147.73°W + 0.07 
55 mi west of Valdez 
73 mi east of Anchorage

17 mi ± 4  y

The maximum intensity reported was XI (major damage) on the 12-point 
Modified Mercalli Intensity Scale. The damage zone covered about
50.000 sq. miles. Intensities of IV-V (felt by most people, minor damage) 
were reported as far away as Cold Bay, Bethel, McGrath, Kotzebue, 
Deadhorse, Ft Yukon, Eagle, and Skagway. The felt area was about
500.000 sq. miles. The strong ground motion in the Anchorage area lasted 
about four minutes and probably reached peak accelerations of 0.2 g (1.0 g 
is the force of gravity at the earth’s surface). This long duration of 
shaking triggered many landslides and avalanches. Most of the damage in 
Anchorage was due to landslides from the bluffs along Knik Arm and 
Ship Creek.

Deaths: 115 in Alaska, 16 in Oregon and California.
Damage: 300-400 million dollars (1964).

The inexorable northwestward motion of the Pacific plate at about 2-3 in. 
per year causes the crust of southern Alaska to be compressed and warped, 
with some areas along the coast being depressed and other areas inland 
being uplifted. After periods of tent, to hundreds of years this compression 
is relieved by >he sudden southeastward motion of portions of coastal 
Alaska as they move back over the subducting Pacific plate.

As a result of the 1964 quake, the Latouche Island area moved abou: 60 
feet to the southeast. Also, the patterns of uplift and subsidence which had 
been slowly developing prior to the earthquake were suddenly reversed 
with areas around Montague Island being uplifted 15-30 feet and areas 
around Portage down-dropped as much as 9 feet. The hinge line (line of 
no vertical change separating the uplift and subsidence zones) extended 
from near the epicenter in Prince William Sound to the SE coast of 
Kodiak Island. This vertical deformation affected an area of 
approximately 100,000 sq. miles.



TSUNAMI -

AFTERSHOCKS -

The tsunami (seismic sea wave) generated was the second largest ever 
recorded, again following only the 1960 Chile earthquake. The largest 
amplitudes recorded at tide gauges were (in feet): 7.6 at Yakutat; 14.3 at 
Sitka; 8.9 at Prince Rupert, B.C., Canada; 8.1 at Tofino, B.C., Canada; 
13.0+ at Crescent City, California; 7.4 at San Francisco, California; 7.8+ 
at Ensenada, Mexico; and 12.5+ at Hilo, Hawaii. Of the 122 deaths 
attributable to the effects of the ocean, about half were due to the open- 
ocean tsunami: 4 at Newport Beach, Oregon; 11 at Crescent City, 
California; and about 51 in Alaska.

Local waves caused by underwater landslides claimed at least 56 lives 
(and may have beer, responsible for others): 31 in Valdez, 13 in Whittier, 
and 12 in Seward. Maximum heights reported for these waves were 220 
feet in. Valdez Arm, 104 feet in Whittier, and about 30 feet in Seward.

Heights for other waves of uncertain origin were reported as follows (in 
feet): 90 at Chenega, 50-70 at Port Nellie Juan, 40 at Point Nowell, and 5 
at Cordova. These heights are not all referenced to the same stage of the 
tide, but at these and many other communities the wave arrived near high 
tide, causing the most possible damage.

Seiches (waves excited in a closed basin of water whose period is near the 
fundamental resonant period of the basin) were observed as far away as 
Louisiana where a number of fishing boats were sunk. Changes in water 
wells were reported from as far away as South Africa.

The aftershock zone of this earthquake was about 150 mi wide (NW-SE) 
and extended about 490 mi from Prince William Sound to the SW end of 
Kodiak Island. The main shock and its aftershocks occurred on a fault 
which is part of the boundary between the Pacific and North American 
plates. This fault surface extends from the trench in the Gulf of Alaska 
and dips at about 10 degrees to the NW reaching a depth of about 21 mi 
under Anchorage and increases in dip under Cook Inlet to reach a depth of 
67 mi under the volcanos of the easternmost Aleutian Arc. The 
aftershocks ranged along this surface at depths from 12 mi beneath the 
Gulf of Alaska to 18 mi beneath the Kenai Peninsula and Kodiak Island.

Thousands of aftershocks were recorded in the months following the 
mainshock. In the first day there were 11 aftershocks with magnitude 
greater than 6.0 on the Richter scale; in' ’the next three weeks there were 9 
more. Smaller aftershocks continued for more than a year.

Prepared by: Dr. John N. Davies, State Seismologist
Geophysical Institute
University of Alaska Fairbanks
Fairbanks, AK 99775-0800
Tel: (907) 474-6166 FAX: (907) 474-7290
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Epicenter of the 1964 earthquake

Approximate limit of human perceptibility 
Da*\id  ickdrt injrrnd

Shallow depth Interm ediate depth
f< 7 0 k m ) (70-200 km)

Large earthquake epicentem(.V>7)fo; period 1904-52 
(Prom Gutenberg and Richter, 1954)

Approximate limit of iandalidea, avalanchea, and ground cracks
Aleutian Trench

o'n\ Aleutian volcanic arc

Approximate area of major tectonic deformation 
D iulud u k tr t in /in td

--------------------- I Sq -------------------------

Approximate outer edge of continental ahelf 
D tplh  ia  n u u rt

1.— M ap of A laska and  a d ja c en t a re a s  ahowlog the  location  of the  1004 earthquake, the  a re a  affected by th e  ea rth q u a k e , 
epieeatora of provioua m a jo r earthquake!), belts  of a c tiv e  voloaniatn, aud  the  A leu tian  T rench .

G E O R G E  P L A F K E R

U .S. C E O L O G IC A L  S U R V E Y

R eprin ted  w i th  m inor  c h in ^ e i  f r o m  
U.S. Geolctical Sunny Pmftuiona) Paper 343-1, 

"T e c to n ic i  o f  the  March 27, 19 6 4 ,  A la tk i  E a n h q u i J t a "



Alaska State Legislature
SENATE / ° - B“ YState Cap ito lSpecial Committee on International Trade Juneau , A la s ka  9 9 8 11

A G E N D A

S E N A T E  C O M M I T T E E  O N  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  
T R A D E  A N D  T O U R I S M

F e b r u a r y  8, 1989

T h e  S I T T  m e e t i n g  t o  h e a r  S J R  16 (a r e s o l u t i o n  e n c o u r a g i n g  the 
acquisition, p r e s e r v a t i o n  and d e v e l o p m e n t  of t h e  K e n n e c o t t  
M i n e  site) and SRJ 16 a n d  S C R  17 (resolutions s u p p o r t i n g  the 
d e v e l o p m e n t  of the H a t c h e r  Pass S k i  Resort) will b e g i n  at 
3:30 p.m. in t h e  S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  R o o m  .

I. Call to O r d e r

II. Introduction^-of--Guests a n d  Tho se P r e s e n t i n g  
Testimony^" on SJRJL6 ) “7  ^ f l j fo r  f '

A. Neil Johannsen, Director,
D i v i s i o n  of Parks a n d  Recreation, D N R

B. J u d y  Bittner, Chief, O f f i c e  of H i s t o r y  
and A r c h a e o l o g y

I

i W

C. J a n e t  McCabe, S p e c i a l  Assistant, 
N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e

t . V '
|

D. La V o n n e  Branshaw, Pat J o n e s  and
D i c k  G r o f f  of the C o r d o v a  His to r i c a l  S o c i e t y

E.
S '  I s

Hugh- ̂ Gellert',.-Director ,'  Division of...Tourism -

F. Bill Glude, E n v i r o n m e n t a l  Lobby

III. I n t r o d u c t i o n  of G u e s t s  and T h o s e  P r e s e n t i n g  
T e s t i m o n y  on S R  6 and S J R  17

A. P a u l a  T e r r e l  r e p r e s e n t i n g  S e n ator J a y  K e r t t u l a

B. G a r y  Gustafson, Dir ector; V e r o n i c a  G i l b e r t ;
R i c k  Thompson, H a t c h e r  Pass Project C o o rdinat or, 
D i v i s i o n  of Land a n d  W a t e r  M a n a g e m e n t

C. W o l f g a n g  Rood, PKS

IV. Conclu s i o n





F I R S T  C O M M ITTEE O F  R E F E R R A L  

D a t e  of 5-DAY N O T I C E
I N  A C C O R D A N C E  W I T H  U N I F O R M  R U L E  23

Si ‘ti. ■: •

* * F I S C A L  NOTE(S) M U S T  BE A T T A C H E D  
I N  A C C O R D A N C E  W I T H  A S  2 4 . 0 8 . 0 3 5

FURTHER

3 /8 /8 9
Mr.. President:

D A T E  TURNED I N T O  O F F I C E  3

Resources Committee considered
SCR 24

state's R u s s i a n  O r t h o d o x  churches

and recommended:

replace with C S _  ■̂sarae title
7[] new title

[ ] attached amendment(s) and

[ ] letter of intent adopted

[ ] do pass

[ ] do not pass

[ ] no recommendation

[ ] individual recommendations

[^f further referral to

F I S C A L  N O T E  (S) attached [ ] zero 
[ ] appropriation no F N  attached

m e m b :

[ ] fiscal impact 
[ ] Gov. F N  introduced w/ bill

O T H E R  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

[ ] Committee backup attached

L -
Chairman signature and rfe6om(dendation ^
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3/29/89

O r i g i n a l  sponsors: F aiks,  Zharoff,
S t u r g u l e w s k i ,  and K e l l y

IN THE SENATE BY T H E  RESOU R C E S  COMMITTEE

CS FOR S ENATE C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 24 (Resources)

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A  

S I X T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to the s t a t e ' s  R u s s i a n  O r t hodo x 

c h u r c h e s .

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STAT E OF A L A S K A :

W H E R E A S  the h i s t o r y  of the state has been e n r i c h e d  b y  the c o n t r i b u­

tions o f  its early R u s s i a n  settlers; and

W H E R E A S  the s t a t e ' s  R u s s i a n  O r t h o d o x  churches a n d  the cathedrals at 

U n a l a s k a  and Sitka r e p r e s e n t  the R u s s i a n  Heritage t h a t  is today reflected  

in the r e l i g i o n  and t r a d i t i o n s  of m a n y  of the state's N a t i v e  people; and

W H E R E A S  Unalaska's H o l y  A s c e n s i o n  R u s s i a n  O r t h o d o x  Church, portions of

w h i c h  m a y  date from 1826, has a r i c h  collection of icons, w h i c h  are r e l i­

gious objects executed in the R u s s i a n  Orthodox style, books, and other

artifa cts that convey the c r a f t s m a n s h i p  and a r t i s t r y  of the Aleut and

R u s s i a n  people; and

W H E R E A S  in 1970 t h e  U n i t e d  States Secr etary of t h e  I n t erior designated 

Holy A s c e n s i o n  R u s sia n O r t h o d o x  C h u r c h  as a n a t i o n a l  h i s t o r i c  landmark 

b e c a u s e  of its except i o n a l  v a l u e  to our nation's his tory; and

W H E R E A S  the l o n g - t e r m  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  the c h u r c h  and the v a l u able 

artifacts that it c o n t a i n s  is b e i n g  j eop ardized b y  the serious d e t e r i o­

rati o n  of the church, thus e n d a n g e r i n g  one of the m o s t  signif icant c o l­

lections of Russian O r t h o d o x  art in the state; and

W H E R E A S  it is i m p o r t a n t  that steps b e  taken to p r e s e r v e  our h i s t o r y

and to ensure that f u t u r e  gener a t i o n s  can benefit f r o m  the rich cultural

and religi ous contributi ons of Russia; and

W H E R E A S  the Alaska R e g i o n a l  O f f i c e  of the United States National Park 

Service, w h i c h  is p r e p a r i n g  an h i s t o r i c  American b u i l d i n g  survey, and the

_ 1 _ n o r  n o  o  >. r o  —  \



W O R K  D R A F T WO R K  D R A F T W O R K  D R A F T

Icon P r e s e r v a t i o n  T a s k  Force have e x p r e s s e d  an i n t e r e s t  in p a r t i c i p a t i n g  

w i t h  the state in c o m p i l i n g  an i n v e n t o r y  a n d  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  of the R u s s i a n  

O r t h o d o x  churches in the state;

BE IT R ESOLVED t h a t  the A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  r e q uest s the G o v ernor 

and the s t a t e  office o f  h i s t o r y  and a r c h e o l o g y  to i n v e n t o r y  and document 

the art and a r c h i t e c t u r e  of the state's R u s s i a n  O r t h o d o x  churches l isted in 

the N a t i o n a l  Register o f  H i s t o r i c  Places including, in particular, the Holy  

A s c e n s i o n  R u s s i a n  O r t h o d o x  C h ur ch in Unalaska.

CSSCR 2 4 (Res) - 2-
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^tate Hegtsilatute
Senate 3toource£ Committee

Senator Be tty e Fahrenkam p. Chairm an

Senator Jay Kerttula. Vice Chairman 
Senator Dick Eliason 
Senator Steve Frank 
Senator Rick Halford 
Senator Arliss Sturgulcwski 
Senator Fred Zharoff

P.O. Box V 
Ju n e a u . A laska 9 9 6 1  1 

(9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 4 9 0 7

M a r c h  29, 1989

S e n a t o r  T i m  Kelly,
S e n a t e  P r e s i d e n t  
C a p itol 111
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811 

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Kelly:

T h e  S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  Committee, in c o n s i d e r i n g  S C R  24, 
R e l a t i n g  t o  the  s t a t e’s R u s s i a n  O r t h o d o x  churches, r e c e i v e d  a 
fiscal n o t e  of $41,500 from the D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  
t o  i n v e n t o r y  and d o c u m e n t  the  art and a r c h i t e c t u r e  of t h e  state's 
R u s s i a n  O r t h o d o x  churches.

B e c a u s e  of the fiscal impact, t h e  c o m m i t t e e  r e c o m m e n d e d  that 
t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  r e c e i v e  an additi o n a l  r e f erral t o  t he F i nance 
Committee. The c o m m i t t e e  w a s  also c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  
f u n d i n g  w o u l d  o n l y  b e  s u f f i c i e n t  to i n v e n t o r y  c h u r c h e s  at St. 
G e o r g e  and St. Paul, w h i l e  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  calls for d o c u m e n t a t i o n  
of all of t h e  state 's R u s s i a n  O r t h o d o x  chur ches l iste d in the 
N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  of H i s t o r i c  Places.

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  consideration.

Sincerely,

Betty®’Fah r e n k a m p  
C h a i r m a n

B F : d c . d n r



A  PROPOSAL FOR THE INVENTORY AND DOCUMENTATION 
' ’ OF

THE CHURCH O F  THE HOLY ASCENSION, UNALASKA
AND

HABS PHOTO DOCUMENTATION OF NATIONAL REGISTER CHURCHES

Two Soviet architects will be coming to Alaska in 1989 to a s sist 
in the documentation of the landmark churches at St. Paul and St. 
George as part of an international cultural exchange. With 
additional funding we hope to expand the scope of this 
international effort and broaden the cooperative effort of the 
Icon Preservation Task Force to include the State of Alaska and 
the federal government.

The work will be accomplished under the supervision of the Icon 
Preservation Task Force, working with the Alaska A ssociation for • 
Histo r i c  Preservation (a nonprofit 501c(3) corporation). The 
work undertaken with the State funds will be done in cooperation 
.with the National Park Service and the Alaska Dioceses of the ........
Orthodox church. ; .. ■ ;

SCOPE O F  WORK: 1. Prior to October 1, 1989 a .team, consisting
of a curator, an architect, an historian, members of the church, 
and an objects photographer are to visit and complete a computer 
inventory of The Church of the Holy A s c e n s i o n  at Unalaska. The 
inventory will document, for scholarly purposes, the contents of 
the church and will serve as a document which establishes 

-prior ity in the preservation and restoration of the building and 
the icons and religious artifacts within, A  total a p p r opria tion 
of §13,890 is sought to cover personnel, travel and supplies.

2. A  two year photo documentation project of the 37 R u ssian 
Orthodox Churches in Alaska will be undertaken. The 
professional, large format photographs will be useu for scholarly 
purposes, as a permanent record to be keep in the HABS collection 
of the Library of Congress and for exhibit in Alaska. Funds are 
needed to cover contracting expenses with an icon expert,
transportation, and per idem for the HABS p h otographer ,IPTF
liaison, and for supplies. §23,832 is needed for the first year 
which will focus on 19 of the 37 churches.

3. The fotal funds requested for Phase 1 and 11 are #37,722*



BUDGET

SCOPE O F  WORK - ITEM # 1 ...............

a. Curator - NFS
5 days .in field
5 days processing i n v e n t o r y ...............No cost

b. Supervisory Priest (translator of Russian
and Old Church Slavonic records)
1 ea x $120 x 8 d a y s .......................... $ 960
Per Diem: 8 days x $ 1 1 5 , . . . .  .....$ 920

c. IPTF Historian (Coordinate, assist with
field inventory and edit report)
1 ea x $120 x 25 d a y s ....................... 3,000
Per Diem: 8 days x $ 1 1 5 ....................  920

d. M u s e u m  Photographer (photograph every
accessioned object, 450 approx)
1 ea x $300 x 8 d a y s ........................  2,400
Per Diem: 8 days x $ 1 1 5 ...............  920

e. Architect (Soviet exchange -  NP3)
15 days in field
45 days preparing HABS d r a w i n g s ........   8,400

f. Transportation:
5 round trip airfare x $ 7 5 4 .........  3,770

g. Supplies:
film and p r o c e s s i n g   ..............  500
report prepar a t i o n / p r i n t i n g ...............   500

TOTAL COST FOR ITEM #1.......$22,290

SCOPE O F  W O R K  - ITEM #2 - YEAR #1  ............*...........

.a. HABS Photographer - HABS 
30 days in field
15 days in l a b  No cost
Per Diem: 30 days x $ 4 3 ...................... 1,290

b. Icon Expert
1 ea x $200 x 45 d a y s    • • •. 9,000
Per Diem: 30 days x $ 4 3 ...................  1,290

c. IPTF liaison
30 days in field
Per Diem: 30 days x $ 4 3 .........   1,290



d. Transportation - Year #1
Juneau (Cordova-Tatitlek, Sitka)

$366 x 3 team m e m b e r s  * ........ 1/098
H oonah and Angoon

$100 x 3 .........................    300
Kodiak $254 x 3 ...........................  792
Kodiak-Old Harbor-Akhiok

$140 x 3 ......     42C
Kodiak-Oiizinkie-Port Lions

$70 x 3 .................................................................. 210
Kodiak-Karluk

$130 x 3 ................................  390
Spruce Island (boat from K o d i a k ) ........ 200
S e l d o v i a . . . ,  .,,.$183 x 3 .......  546
U n a la sk a ................................$754 x 3 ........................  2 ,2 6 4
St George & St P a u l . .$866 x 3 . . . ........  2,598
R u s s i a n  Mission (Marshall)

$428 x 3 ...............................................................  1 /1 8 4
South N a k n e k . . .........$320 x 3 ............  960

TOTAL "COST-' FOR ITLM #2 - YEAR # 1 ........ $23,832

SCOPE O P  WORK - ITEM #2 - YEAR #2,

a. The remaining 18 churches, will be inventories in FYD0 
Expenses for year #2 will be the same as year #1.

T O T A L  COST F O R  ITEM #2 - YEAR #2..... $23,832

TOTAL R EQUESTED SUPPORT- F Y 8 9 .................$37/722**

**plus percentage retained by History and A r c h e o l o g y  
for grants administration.



M a s  kg State Legislature
C hairm an 

(907) 465-4523

Jan  Faiks 
P ost O ffice Box V 

Juneau, A laska 99811

Senate Judiciary Committee
March 20, 1989

MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

Senator Settye Fahrenkamp, Chairman 
Senate Resources Committee

Senator Jan Etfik

SUBJECT: SCR 24 - State's Russian Orthodox Churches

The following amendment to SCR 24 was suggested by 
Representative Leman and I believe it adds to the resolution, 
this reason, I would appreciate the Resources Committee's 
consideration of it when it considers the resolution:

For

Page 1, line 16: insert and Russian after "Aleut", so 
that the line reads "artifacts that convey the 
craftsmanship and artistry of the Aleut a n d  
R u ss ian  people;

Thank you.

cc: Senator Fred Zharoff
Representative Loren Leman

Members
M ik e  S z y m a n sk i, V ice -C h a irm a n  •  R ick  H a lfo rd  •  D ru e  P e a rc e  •  P a tR o d a y

O u t o f  Session 
3111 C  Street, A nchorage, A laska 99503 • (907) 561-7610



P u b lish e d  b y  th e  Ico n  P re se rv a tio n T a sk  F orce  
c / o  A lask a  P ac ific  U n iv e rs ity
A n c h o ra g e , A K  99508 N e w s le tte r  #2, M a rc h  1989

ICON PANEL 
AT ANNUAL MEETING

T h re e  c o n te m p o ra ry  ico n  p a in te r s  

o f  th e  A n c h o ra g e  a re a  w ill  b e  th e  
g u e s t  s p e a k e rs  a t  th e  se c o n d  a n n u a l 

m e e t in g  o f  th e  Ic o n  P re s e r v a t io n  

T a sk  F o rce . T h e  p a n e l  d is c u s s io n ,  

" Ic o n  P e r s p e c t iv e s ,"  w ill b e  h e ld  in  

th e  C o n fe ren ce  R oom , g ro u n d  flo o r  o f 

th e  Z . J. L o u s s a c  L ib ra ry , a t  7:30 
p .m ., T u e sd a y , M a rc h  21.

B y ro n  B ird sa ll , a  c o n te m p o ra ry  in ­

te rp r e te r  o f  th e  Ico n  t r a d i t io n ,  a n d  
tw o  lo ca l c h u rc h  ic o n o g ra p h e rs  w ill 
d is c u s s  th e  c h a lle n g e  o f  p a in t in g  ic­

o n s  in  th e  1980s. R o n  R o llin s , iconog- 
r a p h e r  a t  H o ly  T r a n s f ig u r a t io n  
G re e k  O r th d o x  C h u rc h  in  A n c h o r ­

age , a n d  R o b in  A rm s tro n g  o f  St. John  

th e  E v a n g e lis t  A n tio c h ia n  O r th d o x  

C a th e d r a l  in  C h u g i a k  w i l l  jo in  

B ird sa ll. E ach  o f  th e  s p e a k e r s  w ill 

p re se n t s lid e s  o f  th e ir  w o rk .

R o l l in s  p a in ts  in  a t r a d i t i o n a l  
s ty le  u s in g  te m p e ra  o n  w o o d . A rm ­

s tro n g  rec en tly  a t te n d e d  a w o rk s h o p  

in  P e n n y s lv a n ia  o n  ic o n o g ra p h y  

sp o n so re d  b y  th e  St. Jo h n  o f  D a m a s­
c u s  Ic o n g ra p h ic  S ocie ty . S h e  w ill r e ­
p o r t  o n  n ew  th in k in g  a b o u t in te rp re t­

in g  th e  an c ie n t fo rm s.
B ird sa ll ,  a  c o m m e rc ia l a r t i s t ,  b e ­

g a n  p a in tin g  icons tw o  y e a rs  ago . H is  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  s o m e  o f  th e  

w o r ld 's  m o s t fa m o u s  ico n s, r e n d e re d  
in  n o n tra d i t io n a l  m e d ia , h a v e  b e e n  a 

sp e c ta c u la r  su ccess  in  a r t  g a lle r ie s  m  
A n c h o ra g e  a n d  S eattle .

A n  o r ig in a l  p a in t in g  o f  A la s k a 's  

fo u r  O rth o d o x  S a in ts , p r e s e n te d  b y  
B ird sa ll a s  a  g if t  to  S t. In n o c e n t O r ­

th o d o x  C a th e d ra l in  A n c h o ra g e , w a s  

b le ssed  b y  B ishop G re g o ry  a n d  conse- 
c re a te d  as  a n  ico n  in  se rv ic e s  a t  th e  

c a th e d ra l  a  y e a r  a g o . O ffse t p r in ts  

o f  th is  icon  a re  b e in g  so ld  b y  th e  c a ­

th e d ra l  a n d  A r t iq u e , L td ., w ith  p r o ­
c e ed s  to  b en e fit th e  co n s tru c tio n  fu n d

o f th e  c a th e d ra l.

B ird sa ll  is o f fe r in g  o n e  o f  th e se  

p r in ts  to  th e  T a sk  F orce  fo r  a m e m ­

b e r s h ip  d r a w in g  (see  s to ry  o n  p ag e  

4.)

T h e  p a n e l d is c u s s io n  w ill b e  p re ­
ced ed  b y  the  a n n u a l b u s in e ss  m eeting  
o f  th e  T a sk  F orce, in c lu d in g  a re p o rt 

o n  a n  in v e n to ry  o f  th e  icons a n d  litu r­

g ic a l fu rn is h in g s  o f  th e  C h u rc h  o f  

th e  H o ly  A ssu m p tio n  in  K enai.

F u tu re  p ro jec ts , in c lu d in g  a n  in te r­

n a t io n a l  e x c h a n g e  w ith  S o v ie t a r ­

c h i te c tu r a l  h is to r ia n s ,  w ill  b e  d e ­
sc rib ed .

T h e  p u b lic  is in v ite d  to  th is  ev e n t. 

T h e re  is n o  ch a rg e .

REMEMBER
. luKivvi: v B

OUR ANNUAL
< • '

MEETING
f,v, : " .

March 21

7:30 p.m,
. .. •• .... ... .. .... • . .. 

Loussac Library

Conference Room  

Everyone Invited

NATIONAL PARK SUPPORT

T h e  N a tio n a l  P a rk  S e rv ic e  h a s  b e e n  a c tiv e  in  its  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  IP T F  
d u r in g  th e  p a s t  y e a r . C o o p e ra tiv e  e f fo rts  w il l  c o n t in u e  d u r in g  th e  co m ­
in g  s u m m e r  w h e n  th e  N P S  w ill  c o n d u c t b u i ld in g  c o n d it io n  a s se ss m e n ts  
a n d  a r c h i te c tu r e  d o c u m e n ta t io n  o f  th e  c h u rc h e s  a t  S t. P a u l a n d  S t  
G e o rg e  in  th e  P r ib i lo f  I s la n d s .  B o th  c h u rc h e s  a re  N a tio n a l  H is to r ic  
L a n d m a rk s . S o v ie t a rc h ite c ts  w ill  a s s is t  a s  p a r t  o f  a n  in te rn a t io n a l  c u l­
tu ra l e x c h a n g e  b e tw e e n  th e  U SA  a n d  th e  U SS R .

If  th e  IP T F  can  f in d  a d d i t io n a l  fu n d s , th e  a rc h ite c tu ra l d o c u m e n ta tio n  
p ro je c t  w ill b e  s u p p le m e n te d  w ith  th e  in v e n to ry  a n d  d o c u m e n ta tio n  o f  
th e  ic o n s  a n d  o b je c ts  in  th e s e  ch u rc h es . I t  is  o u r  h o p e  th a t  b y  th e  e n d  o f  
th e  s u m m e r  w e  w ill  h a v e  c o m p le te d  th e  in v e n to ry  o f  th re e  N a tio n a l  
H is to r ic  L a n d m a rk s .
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YEARLY REPORT

T h is  p a s t y e a r  h a s  b ee n  a b u sy  o n e  
in d e e d . W e h a v e  b e e n  a c tiv e ly  p u r ­
su in g  o u r  goals  to  in v en to ry  a n d  d o c u ­
m e n t th e  ic o n s  a n d  th e  a rc h ite c tu re  
o f th e  h is to ric  O rth o d o x  c h u rc h e s  on  
se v e ra l f ro n ts . W e h a v e  h a d  d is c u s ­
s io n s  w ith  s ta te  a n d  fe d e ra l  a g e n ­
cies, re p re s e n ta t iv e s  o f  p r iv a te  fo u n ­
d a tio n s , a n d  N a tiv e  c o p o ra tio n s .

T h e se  e f fo r ts  c o m b in e d  w ith  th e  
co n tin u ed  d ia lo g u e  b e tw e e n  th e  IPTF  
a n d  th e  O r th d o x  C h u rc h  in  A lask a  
h a v e  a llo w e d  u s  to  m o v e  fo rw a rd  in  
a p o s it iv e  m a n n e r .  W ith  e a c h  d is ­
c u s s io n  o f  th e  p ro je c t,  e n th u s ia s m  
b u ild s .  W e a r e  e x c ite d  a b o u t  o u r  
p ro g ress  in  1988.

K en a i In v e n to ry  C o m p le te d  
In  A p ril, th e  IP T F  c o o rd in a te d  a n  

in v e n to ry  o f th e  C h u rc h  o f  th e  H o ly  
A ssu m p tio n  a t  K ena i. (See a r tic le  on  
p a g e  3.) T h e  re su lts  a re  ex c itin g , a n d  
th e  e n d  p r o d u c t  r e p re s e n ts  th e  f irs t 
w r i t te n  a n d  v isu a l re c o rd  o f  th e  a r ­
c h i te c tu re  a n d  a r t  o f  a n  O r th o d o x  
c h u rc h  in  A lask a .

L eg is la tiv e  S u p p o r t  S o u g h t 
In  N o v e m b e r ,  S e n a to r  J a n  F a ik s  

a sk e d  u s  to  p r e s e n t  a p ro p o s a l  fo r 
the  in v e n to ry  a n d  d o c u m e n a tio n  o f 
th e  C h u rc h  o f  th e  H o ly  A scen sio n  in  
U n a la sk a . S e n a to r  F aiks is c o n c e rn e d  
a b o u t th e  p re s e rv a tio n  o f  th e  b u i ld ­
ing  a n d  th e  ico n s a n d  h is to ric  a r t  o b ­
jects in side . A  re so lu tio n  in  s u p p o r t  o f  
the IPTF p ro p o sa l is w in d in g  its  w ay  
th ro u g h  th e  le g is la tu re .

IP T F  In c o rp o ra te s  
In D ecem b er, th e  IPTF, n o w  a s u b ­

co m m itte e  o f  th e  A laska  A sso c ia tio n  
fo r H is to ric  P re s e rv a t io n , b e g a n  th e  
process o f  in c o rp o ra tio n  as  a n o n p ro f­
it o rg a n iz a tio n  u n d e r  its o w n  ch a rte r . 
B y law s w e re  d r a f te d  a n d  f ile d  w ith  
o u r  A rtic les  o f  In c o rp o ra tio n . A tto r ­
neys J im  W a n a m a k e r  an d  L eR oy  D e- 
V e a u x  of W a n a m a k e r  a n d  D eV eaux  
d o n a te d  th e ir  tim e  to  p ro v id e  a s s is ­
tan ce  to  the  IPTF.

ICON TASK FORCE
T h e  Ico n  P re s e r v a t io n  T a s k  

F orce  (IC PTF) is a s e c u la r  g ro u p  
o rg a n iz e d  in  th e  s p r in g  o f  1986 to  
la u n c h  a m a jo r  e f fo rt  a im e d  a t  
p re se rv in g  a n d , w h e re  n ec essa ry , 
r e s to r in g  th e  re m a rk a b le  le g a c y  
o f  R u ss ia n  c u l tu r e  in  A la s k a — a 
h e r i ta g e  r e s o u rc e  s ig n if ic a n t  to  
th e  p e o p le  o f  A lask a  a n d  to  th e  
n a tio n  as  a w h o le .

A s t im e  p a s s e s ,  th e s e  i r r e ­
p la ce ab le  tre a su re s  a re  b e c o m in g  
in c re a s in g ly  v u ln e ra b le  to  d e te ­
r io ra t io n ,  v a n d a l is m , a n d  d e ­
s tru c tio n . T h e  e f fo r t  to  p re s e rv e  
th e se  tre a su re s  m u s t  b e  m u lt if a ­
ceted  a n d  su p p o r t m u s t com e from  
m a n y  so u rces. T h e  IPT F  w a n ts  to 
w o rk  w ith  o th e r  o rg a n iz a tio n s  to  
ach ieve o u r  co m m o n  goals.

W ith  fu ll s u p p o r t  o f  th e  O r­
th o d o x  C h u rc h  o ffic ia ls  in  A la s ­
k a , th e  IPT F  h a s  re so lv e d  to  u n ­
d e r ta k e  a  lo n g -ra n g e  p ro g ra m  to 
in s u r e  th e  p r e s e rv a t io n  o f  th e  
c u ltu ra l reso u rces by:

•creating public awareness and 
educational opportunities for the 
people of Alaska,

•sponsoring an inventory and 
documentation program to record 
the objects and historic structures 
within Alaska, both to serve as a

useful historical and cultural 
reference,

• in a cooperative effort, assist­
ing the Orthdox Church, the 
owners of the art objects, in the 
resto ra tio n , preservation , and 
maintenance of the art obejcts, ic­
ons, and selected structures.

In  o u r  la s t  N e w s le tte r , w e  p r in ­
te d  a  le tte r  from  B ish o p  G re g o ry  
w h e re in  h e  c le a rly  s ta te s  o u r  in ­
te n t io n s :  "W e u n d e r s ta n d  th a t  
th e  in te n t io n  is to  r e ta in  a ll o f  
th e  ic o n s  in  th e  c h u rc h e s  w h e re  
th e y  n o w  re s id e . If th e y  a r e  re ­
m o v e d , it w ill o n ly  b e  fo r  n ec es­
s a r y  r e s to r a t io n ,  a n d / o r  b r ie f  
d is p la y  in  a n  e d u c a t io n a l  p r o ­
g ra m ."  H e  c o n t in u e s ,  "It is  m y  
p le a s u r e  to  b e  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  
th is  d e d ic a te d  g ro u p  o f  A lask an s  
w h o  h a v e  ta k e n  o n  s u c h  a b ig  
ta s k ,  w h ic h  w e  a l l  k n o w  w ill 
ta k e  m a n y  y e a r s .  P le a s e  b e  a s ­
s u r e d  th a t  m y  b le s s in g s  a re  w ith  
y o u r  e ffo rts ."

B ish o p  G re g o ry  is r ig h t.  T h ese  
g o a ls  w ill ta k e  m a n y  y e a rs  to  ac­
c o m p lish , b u t  th e  tim e  to  b e g in  is 
n o w . W e w e lc o m e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  
fo r  th is  e n d e a v o r  a n d  e n c o u ra g e  
y o u  to  b e c o m e  a  T a sk  F orce  m e m ­
b e r  to d a y . (S ee m e m b e rs h ip  a p ­
p lic a tio n  o n  p a g e  5.)

W orld  W ar II D am a g e  A s se s sm e n ts  
F in a lly , in  J a n u a ry  o f  1989, a p ro ­

p o sa l w a s  su b m itte d  to  th e  th e  A leu - 
t ia n /P r ib i lo f  I s la n d s  A sso c ia tio n  to  
a s s is t  th e m  in  th e ir  e f fo rts  to  s u b ­
s ta n t i a te  d a m a g e s  to  th e  c h u r c h  
p ro p e r tie s  as  a  r e s u lt  o f  W o rld  W a r 
II u n d e r  th e  W a r  R e p a ra t io n s  A ct, 
w h ic h  w as  p a s s e d  b y  C o n g re s s  in  
1988.

In su m m ary , o u r  y e a r  h as  b e e n  v ery  
b u s y  a n d  re w a rd in g . W e a n t ic ip a te  
th a t  n ex t y e a r  w ill b e  e q u a lly  a s  r e ­
w a rd in g  as  w e c o n tin u e  w ith  o u r  in ­
v e n to ry  e ffo rts  a n d  h o p e fu lly  b e g in  
w ith  so m e o f o u r  re s to ra tio n  task s.

—Steve Peterson

i i i l l i i i i !  • M..
: ' -  \  - ;
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THANKS TO CONTRIBUTORS
W e g ra te fu l ly  e x p re s s  o u r  a p ­

p l i c a t i o n  to  th e  fo llo w in g  in d i­
v id u a ls  a n d  o r g a n iz a t io n s  w h o  
h a v e  g ra c io u s ly  c o n tr ib u te d  th e ir  
s e rv ic e s , ta le n ts ,  a n d 'm o n e y  to  
th e  Icon  P re se rv a tio n  T a sk  force: 

A la sk a  H u m a n it ie s  F o ru m  
A la s k a  P a c ific  U n iv e r s i ty  
B y ro n  B ird sa ll 
G e r r i  C la rk  
LeR oy D eV eau x  
ERA  A v ia tio n  
A y se  G ilb e r t  
M a rk  A ir
N a tio n a l  P a rk  S e rv ic e  
S o u th c e n tra l  A ir  
T h e  A la s k a  A sso c ia tio n  fo r  

H is to r ic  P re s e rv a t io n  
U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A la s k a  
J im  W a n a m a k e r  

A n d  to  th e  fo llo w in g  d o n o rs  (o f 
A n c h o ra g e  ex c ep t w h e re  n o ted ): 
A la sk a  S ta te  M u s e u m  (Juneau) 
Joan M . A ntonson  
J o h n  R  B a m s  (H a rr isb u rg , PA ) 
B y ro n  B ird sa ll 
A la n  B o rass  (S o ld o tn a)
P h y ll is  I. C a r lso n
C o rd o v a  H is to r ic a l S o c ie ty
L u c ien  C o u tu  (M o n trea l, C a n ad a )
M r. &  M rs. Ed C r it te n d e n
D r. N a n c y  Y aw  D a v is
T y  D i l l ip la n e  (P ro v id e n c e , RD,
Ja m es H . D u c k e r
R o b e rt C  Ely
L eslie  S ta r r  H a r t
V irg in ia  H e in e r  (V a n co u v e r,

W A )
R o b e rt Isly
L o u ise  K e llo g g  (P a lm er)
O rin  K n e e  (P o rtla n d , OR)
B ro o k e  & W ild a  M a rs to n  
I s a b e l  M il le r  (S itka)
D ia n e  M u rg a lo  (T u ck ah o e , NY) 
F ra n k  N o rr is  (S e a ttle , W A )
Lee E. P o le sk e  (S ew ard )
A lb a  P ra t t
G e o rg e  S h a w  (K enai)
Eva R  T ra u tm a n  
R ic h a rd  W . T y le r  (H o m er)
C a ro l U m e s s  (M in n ea p o lis , M N )

PILOT INVENTORY 
COMPLETED

Icons b y  a n  A lask an  N a tiv e  iconog- 
r a p h e r  w e re  a m o n g  th e  ex c itin g  d is ­
c o v e r ie s  e m e rg in g  f ro m  th e  f ir s t  
c h u r c h  in v e n to r y  u n d e r t a k e n  in  
A p ril  1988 b y  th e  IPTF. T h re e  icons 
in  th e  C h u rc h  o f  th e  H o ly  A s s u m p ­
tio n  in  K e n a i w e re  p a in te d  b e fo re  
1858 b y  G r ig o r ii  P e tu k h o v , a n  A leu t 
b o m  a t  U n a la sk a . P e tu k h o v  is o n e  of 
o n ly  tw o  k n o w n  n a tiv e  A la s k a n  ico- 
n o g ra p h e rs  from  th e  R u ss ia n  e ra . U n ­
til h is  d e a th  in  1858, h e  l iv e d  in  S it­
ka, w h ile  V a s i l i !  K r iu k o v ,  w o rk e d  
a t  U n a la s k a .

A n o th e r  e x d t in g  d is c o v e ry  w a s  a n  
1896-1906 R u ss ian  la n g u a g e  in v e n to ­
ry  in  th e  c h u rc h  a rc h iv e s  b y  R ev er­
e n d  M a rc a r iu s  T a rg o n s k y ,  p r ie s t  o f  
th e  p a r is h .  T h is  d o c u m e n t  a id e d  in  
th e  d a t in g  o f  m a n y  o f  th e  ite m s.

O th e r  s ig n if ic a n t f in d s  in c lu d e  ic ­
ons d o n a ted  b y  m onks o n  M o u n t A thos 
in  G re ec e  a n d  b o o k s  u s e d  b y  A b b o t 
N ic h o la s , th e  f irs t  r e s id e n t  p r ie s t .

T h e  in v e n to ry  o f  th e  c h u r c h  w a s  
a c c o m p lis h e d  w ith  m o n e y  d o n a te d  
b y  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  T a s k  F o rc e  a n d  
w ith  a  g r a n t  fro m  th e  N a tio n a l  T ru s t 
fo r  H is to r ic  P re se rv a tio n .

T h e  K en a i c h u rc h  w a s  s e le c te d  fo r  
th e  p i lo t  in v e n to ry  b e c a u s e  i t  h a s  
h a d  e x te n s iv e  a rc h ite c tu ra l  a n d  h is ­
to r ic a l d o c u m e n ta tio n  a l re a d y ,  a n d  
a lso  fo r  its  ac ce ss ib ility . T h e  p a r is h

w a s  fo u n d e d  in  1849, a n d  th e  p re se n t 
c h u rc h  w as  b u ilt  in  1894. S om e o f  the  
fu rn is h in g s  in  th e  c h u rc h  d a te  from  
th e  f irs t ch u rc h .

T h e  N a t io n a l  P a r k  S e rv ic e  h a s  
a r c h i te c tu r a l  d r a w in g s  a n d  p h o to ­
g ra p h s  o f  th is  c h u rc h  b e c a u s e  o f  its 
d e s ig n a t io n  as  a N a tio n a l  H is to r ic  
L a n d m a rk . T h e s e  w ill a lso  b e c o m e  
p a r t  o f th e  in v e n to ry  file.

T h e  in v e n to ry  p ro ce ss  in c lu d e d  d e ­
s c r ib in g ,  m e a s u r in g ,  a n d  p h o to ­
g r a p h in g  171 ite m s , in c lu d in g  Icons, 
v e s tm e n ts ,  l i tu rg ic a l  u te n s ils ,  a l ta r  
a n d  ta b le  c o v e r in g s , c a n d le s ta n d s ,  
b a n n e r s ,  c ro s se s , a  b a p t is m a l  fo n t, 
a n d  h is to ric  p h o to g ra p h s .

T h e  co llec ted  in fo rm a tio n  h a s  b ee n  
c o m p u te r iz e d .  E a c h  n a r r a t iv e  d e ­
s c r ip t io n  a ls o  in c lu d e s  b o th  b la c k  
a n d  w h ite  a n d  c o lo re d  p h o to g ra p h s . 
S lid e s  h a v e  a lso  b e e n  m a d e  fo r  a 
n u m b e r  o f  th e  item s.

H e a d in g  th e  in v e n to ry  p ro jec t w as 
B a rb a r a  S w e e t l a n d  S m i th ;  R e v .  
T a rg o n s k y ; R ev. P a u l M e rc u lie f ,  O r­
th o d o x  d io c e sa n  lia iso n  o n  th e  p ro ­
ject; P a tr ic k  M c K n ig h t,  a s s is ta n t c u ­
r a to r  fo r  th e  A la sk a  R e g io n  o f  th e  
N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e rv ic e ;  B a r r y  
M c W a y n e ,  P h o to g ra p h  C u ra to r  fo r 
th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A la sk a  M u se u m , 
F a irb a n k s ; a n d  G e r r i  C la rk ,  a  f re e ­
la n c e  c o n s e r v a to r .  T h e  N a t io n a l  
P a r k  S e rv ic e ,  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  
A la s k a , a n d  C la rk  d o n a te d  th e ir  
se rv ices  to  th e  p ro ject.

T r a n s p o r ta t io n  w a s  d o n a te d  b y  
M a rk A ir ,  S o u th c e n t r a l  A ir ,  a n d  
ER A  A v ia tio n .

Barbara Smith measuring Kenai church vestment.
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BIRDSALL DONATES 
PRINT FOR DRAWING

B yron  B ird sa ll c o n t in u e s  to  b e  a n  

e n th u s ia s t ic  s u p p o r te r  o f  th e  Icon  

P re s e rv a t io n  T a s k  F orce. L a s t y e a r ,  

B y ro n  d o n a te d  p ro c e e d s  f ro m  th e  

s a le  o f  o n e  o f  h is  ic o n  p r in ts .  T h is  

y e a r ,  B y ron  h a s  d o n a te d  a c o p y  of 

"T h e  F o u r  S a in ts  o f  A la sk a "  p r in t  

w h ic h  d e p ic ts  A la s k a n  S a in ts  In n o ­

c e n t,  H e rm a n , Ju v e n a li i ,  a n d  P e te r  

th e  A le u t.

In  M a y , th e  IP T F  w ill  h o ld  a 

d r a w in g  fo r  th e  p r in t  a s  p a r t  o f  its  

m e m b e rsh ip  d r iv e . N e w  o r  re n e w in g  

m e m b e rs  w il l  b e  e l ig ib le  fo r  th e  

d ra w in g . (See fo rm  o n  p a g e  5.)

T h e  T a sk  F o rce  g re a tly  a p p re c ia te s  

B yron 's g en e ro s ity  a n d  c o n tin u e d  s u p ­

p o r t .

T h e  F o u r  S a in ts  o f  A la s k a  b y  B y ron  B irdsa ll 
P h o to  c o u rte sy  o f  A rtiq u e , L td .

CONCERN FOR 
UNALASKA CHURCH

In  F e b ru a ry  o f  th is  y e a r , r e p re s e n ­
ta tiv e s  o f  th e  IP F T  m e t w ith  S e n a to r  
F re d  Z h a r o f f  a n d  h is  a s s i s ta n t ,  
P e n e lo p e  G o f o r th ,  in  A n c h o ra g e . 
S e n a to r  Z h a ro f f  r e p re s e n ts  th e  K o d - 
ia k -A le u tia n  r e g io n  w h e re  a  m a jo r  
p o r t io n  o f  A la s k a 's  O r th o d o x  c o m ­
m u n it ie s  a re  lo c a te d .  T h e  m e e tin g  
w a s  a n  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  in tro d u c e  th e  
S e n a to r  to th e  g o a ls  a n d  o b jec tiv es  o f  
th e  IPT F  a n d  e x p la in  h o w  o u r  e ffo rts  
d o v e ta il  w ith  o th e r  p ro g ra m s ,  su c h  
a s  th e  N a tio n a l  P a r k  S e rv ice  L a n d ­
m a rk s  a t  R isk . S e n a to r  Z h a ro f f  e x ­
p re s se d  co n c e rn  o v e r  th e  c o n d itio n  o f  
th e  C h u rc h  o f  H o ly  A sce n s io n  in  U n ­
a la sk a . H e  is in te re s te d  in  se e k in g  a 
le g is la t iv e  a p p r o p r ia t io n  fo r  r e s to ­
ra tio n  o f  th e  s tru c tu re  a n d  fo r  a n  in ­
v e n to ry  o f  th e  c h u rc h  fo llo w in g  th e  
IPTF  K en a i m o d e l. (See L e g i s la t iv e  
S u p p o r t  s to ry  o n  p a g e  2.)

DON'T FORGET 

Send in your annual 
membership form 

today  

Be eligible for the 
special drawing.

■

Come to our annual 
meeting  

March 21

Loussac Library.  .  . . . .
7:30 p.m.A

THE FORGOTTEN 
FRONTIER

B a rb a ra  S m ith , o n e  o f  th e  fo u n d e rs  

o f  th e  IPTF, h a s  b ec o m e  th e  g u e s t  c u ­

r a to r  fo r  th e  A n c h o ra g e  M u s u e m  o f 

H is to iy  a n d  F in e  A rt, fo r  a n  ex h ib it 

o n  R u s s ia n  A m e r ic a  e n t i t le d  "T he 

F o rg o tten  F ro n tie r."  S te v e n  P e te rso n , 

c o f o u n d e r  o f  th e  IP T F , p r e p a r e d  a 
s h o r t  s e c tio n  fo r  th e  e x h ib it  o n  th e  

A rc h ite c tu re  o f  th e  R u s s ia n  C o lo n ia l 

P e r io d  in  A la sk a  w h ic h  d e a ls  w ith  

th e  a r t  a n d  a r c h ite c tu re  o f  th e  R u s­

s ia n  O r th o d o x  C h u rc h .  T h e  ex h ib it 

w ill  o p e n  in  Ju ly  1990 a t  T ac o m a , 

W a sh in g to n , in  c o n ju n c tio n  w ith  th e  

S o v ie t-A m e r ic a n  G o o d w il l  G am e s . 

In  th e  fall, it w ill  tra v e l to  A n c h o r ­

a g e , w h e r e  i t  w ill  c e le b r a te  th e  
2 5 0 th  a n n iv e r s a r y  in  1991 o f  th e  

N o r th  A m e r ic a n  d is c o v e r ie s  o f  ex ­

p lo re r  V itu s  B ering.
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M a s  kg State Legiskature
C hairm an 

(907) 465-4523

Jan  Faiks 
Post O ffice Box V 

Juneau, A laska 99811

Senate Judiciary Committee
March 10, 1989

MEMORANDUM

TO: Senator Bettye Fahrenkamp, ^Chairman
Senate Resources Committed

FROM: Senator Jan Fai|cs

SUBJECT: SCR 24: Relating rfo ithel'State's Russian Orthodox Churches

SCR 24 has been referred to the Senate Resources Committee for your 
review. I would appreciate the opportunity for it to be scheduled for 
committee consideration at your earliest convenience.

Last Fall I visited Unalaska and the Holy Ascension Russian Orthodox 
Church. The church, with parts dating from 1826, serves as a 
reminder of Russia's rich contributions to Alaska's heritage. Its icons, 
books and artifacts continue to convey the craftsmanship and 
artistry of the Aleut people.

Unfortunately, though, Holy Ascension has been identified by the U.S. 
Park Service as a "landmark at risk". The church's physical structure 
is deteriorating. The icons, religious artifacts, and art objects, which 
are instrinsic to the Orthodox faith and fundamental to their services, 
are in poor condition. They are uncataloged, with little protection, 
and kept in a uncontrolled environment without curatorial care.

To ensure future Alaskans will continue to enjoy this part of our 
heritage, it is extremely important steps be taken to preserve

M embers
M ik e  S z y m a n sk i, V ic e -C h a irm a n  • R ick  H a lfo rd  •  D ru e  P e a rc e  •  P a tR o d e y

O u t o f  Session 
3111 C  Street, A nchorage, A laska 99503 • (907)561-7610



Alaska's Russian Orthodox churches, and in particular, Holy 
Ascension.

The National Park Service and Icon Preservation Task Force have 
expressed interest in working with the state to compile an inventory 
and documentation of Alaska's Russian Orthodox churches. SCR 24 
requests the Governor and state office of history and archeology to 
take the lead with this project.

Additional information regarding this landmark is attached. Should 
you have questions or need further information, please just let me 
know.
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Landmark Condition
Although (lie church building is regularly 

painted ami m aintained, (lie cost of undcitak- 
ing extensive, essential repairs to die foumla- 
tion. cupola, and ro o t have been prnliihiiive 
for its parishioners. The property 's location on 
the edge of an inlet m eans (hat the weathciing 
process is unceasing. At this point, there is a 
serious xtiucturnl problem at the bell tower 
dome and (he ccnlial n a \c  dome. Intrinsic to 
the Orthodox lailh and fundam ental to their 
services are the iconostasis, religious aitilaets. 
and ait objects within the chinch. These treas­
ures remain in poor condition: uneatalogued, 
with little p in tcc linn , and kept in an uncon­
trolled environm ent w ithout curatorial care. 
M ajor land ing  will be ici|uircd  to meet the 
preservation needs ol this significant structure 
for continued public uppicciatiun.

Recommended Work/Costs
Data has been taken from a National Park 

Service-funded report. "National llistm ic 
Luiidm jik Condition Assessment Report:
Holy Ascension Orthodox C 'htildi. Unal.iska, 
A laska" by CC C  Architects. Anchorage. 
A laska. Work recom m ended lo r the church 
exterior totals almost V I23.00*I. Ol that 
amount. SI VS .000 will be needed to cover the 
costs of work considered  critical to the lon­
gevity o f the chutclt. including paitial 
replacement of foundation piers, major u n ik  
on the bell tow er, and replacem ent ol dete r­
iorated wood in the onion domes and decking. 
Another 5 I 30.000  will be need to correct 
serious exterior problem s, such as providing 
proper ventilation lor the Inundation and 
replacing rotted wood "skirting" at the pcnm

e te r o f  the foundation, fin ally  m inor p rob ­
lem s. consisting m ostly ol replacing siding 
that has deteriorated under multiple layers of 
paint, then repainting with original colors, 
could lie corrected Tor about 595.000.

Total interior work is estim ated at 
5328.01)0. O f that am ount, an estim ated 
5273.000 is lor work deemed critical, includ­
ing invcntoiying. cataloging, and cleaning the 
church icons based on a conservation  p lan- 
and icplucing rolled llonring. O ther inten. 
work rated serious anil minor would cost about 
$55,000, and includes repairs to rolled hori­
zontal ceiling members in both the central 
nave and bell lower due to long-term moisture 
penetration, and replacem ent o f som e lloor 
joists, finally , door trim and Irames need 
rtp a itin g . and the entire interior should be 
repainted to match the original colors.

Incorporating a lire detection system  in the 
church interior, and upgrading healing and 
electrical system s, are other needs deem ed to 
lie critical both to the longevity o f  the struc­
ture and its contents. Providing a lire protec­
tion system with auto dialers to the lire 
department will cost about $15.hot). Installa­
tion o f an HVAC system  to provide proper 
temperature and humidity control is estim ated 
at SKIS.DIM) An additional S(».8tK) wili be 
required to provide a fuel tank appropriate lor 
the proposed 11 VAC system I he old e lectri­
cal system w ill be inadequate when the c li­
mate control system is installed: a new panel 
box, w iring and service to meet code wall be 
required and this is estim ated at about 
$22,500 finally , cleaning and polishing the 
church chandeliers will cost .iNiut $2,500

The architects' detailed assessm ent is avail­
able from National Park Service olticcs (see 
HOW YOU CAN HliLIk over).

The i Impel » uj,*m/it mil nrl nntk  it  in nrgi-nr need 
oj ennxerivlinn. i'hnln CCC Aiehilct Is



HOLY ASCENSION 
ORTHODOX CHURCH
U nalaska, Alaska

Its earliest portions dating from 1826, Holy 
Ascension Orthodox Church is significant as 
the oldest church in Alaska that features a cru­
ciform plan with three altars. (The three-one 
story wings and the threc-story front tower 
were added in 1894.) O f particular importance 
is the interior, with its rich collection o f icons 
— religious objects executed in ihe Russian 
Orthodox style that convey the craftsm anship 
and artistry o f Ihe Aleut people.

Although the imposing white wood-frame

church alm ost seems out o f place on the shore 
ol a small Aleutian village, its presence is 
easily explained by historians. After the sale 
o f Alaska to ihe United Stales, Unalaska and 
Sitka becam e vital econom ic and religious 
centers; ihe church diocese shared adm inistra­
tive responsibilities and each city had its 
cathedral. This picturesque Church is a visual 
rem inder o f  Ihe im portant role o f  both R us­
sian contact and the O rthodox relig ion , not 
only among the Aleuts, hut in North Am etiea

LANDMARKS AT RISK
HOW YOU CAN HELP

O ver 150 deteriorating and endangered 
National Historic Landmarks across the coun­
try need your help now.

You can assist these National Historic 
Landmarks through donations o f money, 
building m aterials, or professional services.

The National Historic Landmark Fund, 
adm inistered by the National Park I nundation 
in conjunction with the National Park .Service, 
m akes possible TAX DEDUCTIBLE M ATE­
RIAL AND CASH DONA TIONS by individ­
uals, organizations, or com panies.

D onations may be used to support th reat­
ened Landmarks in general o r a Landmark of 
Ihe donor's choice. Donors may select a 
Landmark to assist based on its associations 
with specific historic them es, events m indi­
viduals: its aichitcctural style: its building 
type: or its construction material. Landmarks 
in need o f various services or building prod­
uets which eorres; ond to a d o n o r 's  business 
can also be selected.

The National I’aik I nundation ami the 
National Patk Service g ive printity  to those 
Laiulmuiks in which critical needs have been 
identified through professional evaluation and 
planning.

II you want to donate to the National H is­
toric Landmark Fund. or would like additional

information on how you can help Landm arks 
at Risk, please call or write:

Landmar ks at Risk

National Park Service 
Preservation Assistance Division 
P.O . Box 37127 
W ashington. DC 20013-7127 
(202)343-9581 or

The National Park Foundation 
P .O . Box 57473 
W ashington. DC 20037 
(202)785-4500

For inhum ation on how you may help Holy 
v Ascension Orthodox Church in Unalaska. 

A laska, contact the billowing olliecs and 
organizations:

N ntionul P ark  Service

Alaska Regional Ollice Cultural Resource 
Div ision
2525 Cam bell St.
Anchorage, AK 99503 
(9071271-2638

as well. In 1970, the Secretary o f the Interior 
designated Holy Ascension Orthodox Church 
a National Historic Landmark for its excep­
tional value to our N ation 's history.

U nfortunately , at this dale , the long-term  
preservation  o f the C hurch is being jeopar­
dized because o f serious building dete riora­
tion. A lso at risk is what may represent Ihe 
largest eo'leetion o f Russian Orthodox ail in 
Alaska.

S ta le  H istoric P reserva tion  Office

Alaska Division o f Parks and Outdoor 
Recreation
History and Archeology 
P.O . Box 7001 
Anchorage. AK 99510 
(907)762-4141

L oca l/S la te  P reservation  G roups

Alaska Association for Historic Preservation 
524 West Fourth A venue. Suite 203 
A nchorage. AK 99510 
(907) 274-2311

O w ner C ontact

Rev. Ismail G rom olf 
P .O . Box 40 
Unalaska. AK 
(907)581-1353
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B A R B A R A  S. S M I T H

Alaska Historical Resources
0751 ROUND TREE DRIVE 

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 9 9 W ^
(907) 3* » e frtfr J  V £> -S t.V /0

March 27, 1989
I

Senator Fred F. Zharoff 
Alaska State Senate 
P. 0. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

'
Dear Senator Zharoff:

i

I am w riting to support passage of Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 24. For several 
years, 1 have been involved with a citizen group, the Icon Preservation Task Force, 
w hich has begun the daunting task of documenting the cultural heritage of the 
Russians in Alaska, Students of Russian America are aware that it is the Russian 
Orthodox churches w hich reflect most clearly that unique heritage of Alaska, found 
nowhere else in the United States, The church structures them selves as well as the 
artistic and cultural legacy w ithin  them are superb examples of Russian construction 
and artistry. The U, S, governm ent has recognized the exceptional value of many of 
Alaska's Orthodox church structures by nam ing no less than 36 to the National 
Register of Historic Places. Unfortunately, there has not been the same attention to 
the cultural and artistic objects w ith in  the churches, The Icon Preservation Task 
Force catne into existence to meet this need, We have begun, entirely  through 
donated funds and services, an Inventory of 48 sign ifican t collections scattered 
throughout every region of Alaska, In the Spring of 1988 we conducted a full-scale 
inventory of the Church of the Ho.ly Assumption in Kenai. This pilot project allowed 
us to develop a realistic budget for additional such inventories, It is the intent of SCR 
24, as I understand it, to apply this information to additional inventories,

To date, the work of the Icon Preservation Task Force has been, accomplished through  
private donations, most in small amounts, and contributed services, It is entirely  
appropriate for the State of Alaska to join as a partner in  this effort at long-term  
historic documentation and preservation. The state has a concern for the 
preservation of its cultural heritage, as reflected in the work of the Office of History 
and Archeology of the State Division of Parks, The state legislature also has provided 
funds in the past for renovation of historic buildings, some of them churches. I 
sincerely hope that this commendable concern will continue by adoption of SCR No. 
24. The focus of this resolution on the Unalaska church is important, as this church  
is not only a National Historic Landmark, but has been designated an "endangered 
structure" by the National Park Service. This building served the function of a 
cathedral for the Aleutian Islands for many decades and contains a remarkable 
collection of Russian cultural objects. An inventory of th is coiiecition is a necessary  
first step toward restoration and preservation. The same is true of the other 
churches slated for documentation by the Icon Preservation Task Force and included 
in SCR No, 24. An inventory is required before conservation can begin.



I commend you and the other sponsors of SCR No, 24 for your dedication to historic 
preservation of this unique Aiaskan resource. No other state in the United Statos has 
such a rich Russian heritage from the 18th and 19th centuries, With the help of the 
Alaskan Legislature we can work together to see that this heritage resource is 
preserved for future generations.

Sincerely,

Barbara Sweetland Smith



United S ta tes  D e p a r tm e n t  of  the In ter ior
N A T IO N A L  PARK SERVICE

A LASKA REGIONAL OFFICE 
2525 Gamfjel i Sweet. Room 107 

Anchorege. Alaska 99503 -2 892H 3 4 (A R O - R C R )

2 8 MAR 1989

Senator Fred Zharoff 
Alaska State Legislature 
PO Box V
Juneau# Alaska  99811 

Dear Senator Zharoff;

The National Park Service is committed to the preservation and 
interpretation of Alaska's Russian heritage as a part of its 
mandate to protect and tell the story of A m e rican history.

That commitment was first evidenced in a series of studies in the 
early 1960s that led to designation of several Russian-era sites 
such as Kodiak's Erskine House as National Historic Landmarks.
The concern was then reflected in grants from the National 
Histori c Preservation Fund that assisted in rehabilitation or 
reconstruction of some of those properties including St. Nicholas 
at Juneau# Old St. Nicholas at Eklutna, and St, Michael's 
Cathedral in Sitka. The most recent evidence of this concern was 
the October 18, 1988, dedication of the restored Russian Bishop's 
House in Sitka National Historical Park. The dedication marked 
completion of a multi-million dollar, multi-year preservation 
effort by the National Park Service.

Our current efforts to support preservation of Alaska's Russian 
heritage include a major initiative to document, through measured 
drawings and photographs, the State's rich architectural legacy 
of Russian Orthodox Churches. The majority of these churches are 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places and several 
have the elevated status of National Historical Landmarks. 
Scattered throughout the State, often in remote locations and in 
deteriorating condition, these churches contain an irreplaceable 
treasure of icons and historic objects unique to the heritage of 
all Alaskans. These resources are of national, perhaps 
international, significance and importance.



The National Park Service would like to take this opportunity to 
offer support for Senate Concurrent Resolution 24, and the 
efforts of yourself and those of Senators Faiks* Sturgulewski and 
Kelly, We look forward to working with the Department of 
Natural Resources, Office of History and Archeo logy and the icon 
Preservation Task Force to further the understanding and 
preservation  of these valued resources. Inventory and 
documentation will be an important first step in accomplishing 
this goal.

Sincerely,

Actlnfl Regional Director



ICON PRESERVATION TASK FORCE 
c/o Alaska Pacific University 

Anchorage, Alaska 99508

M arch 20, 1989

Senator Fred F. Zharoff 
Alaska State Legislature 
P.O. Box V,
Juneau, A laska 99811

RE: Senate Concurrent Resolution. 24

Dear Senator Zharoff,

Please accept this letter in full support of Senate Concurrent 
Resolution No. 24. Your efforts and those of your cosponsors in 
the introduction of S C R . 24 are important first steps towards the 
inventory and preservation of the unique historic architecture 
and art of the Russian heritage in Alaska.

As you know, the Icon Preservation Task Force (IPTF) is a secular 
group organized in the spring of 1986 dedicated towards the 
inventory, preservation and restoration of the architecture and 
art of the Russian culture in Alaska. It is the belief of the 
IPTF that this heritage resource is significant to all people of 
Alaska and to the nation as a whole.

IPTF efforts to this point have focused upon the inventory of the 
orthodox churches and the art within. The inventories complement 
the architectural drawings and building condition assessments 
that have typically been prepared by the National Park Service. 
The end product is a comprehensive record and priority of 
preservation needs for each property. Additional scheduled 
inventory work will be undertaken in 1989 in the Pribilof islands 
as part or a cultural exchange with the Soviet Union. Support 
for our efforts has come from many sources, both private and 
governmental. The IPTF believes that if we are prudent and can 
all pull towards a common goal of inventory and preservation we 
can make a significant dent in the preservation of this heritage 
resource. The IPTF wishes to work with the State of Alaska and 
serve as a catalyst in this effort.



I have enclosed for your information a copy of our latest 
newsletter, The Icon News. If we can be of any further 
assistance to you please contact Barbara Smith at 343-6179 or 
Steven Peterson at. 257-2667 (2900 Wentworth, Anchorage, AK 
99508).

SCR 24 is a worthy beginning in the identification and 
preservation of a heritage resource which is important to all 
Alaskan's. We thank you for your assistance and support.

s ,

Steven M  Peterson 
Chairman, IPTF



r

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE

The IPTF is seeking to increase its membership through a membership drive. As 
you w ell know, donations are vital and provide critical funds, but they also 
show  evidence -of community support to the funding agencies to which we w ill 
be appealing. The project is large and will ultimately involve many thousands 
of dollars. We greatly appreciate your interest and your contributions.

If you  send in your tax deductible membership contribution between now and 
May, you will be eligible for the drawing for the Bryon Birdsall print, "The 
Four Saints of Alaska." When you send in your contribution, your name will go 
into the drawing box. The drawing will be held in May.

Should you be interested in aiding us in the completion of this project, please 
fill in the following and return to the address below. Checks should be made 
out to the ICON Preservation Task Force. The Task Force is a project of the 
Alaska Association for Historic Preservation and as such is a 501 (c) 3 organiza­
tion. Donations are tax deductible.

Yes, I am interested in  joining your efforts to preserve the historical icons and 

architecture of Alaska. Please register me as indicated below:

G  Student/Senior citizen $10.00 
G Basic Membership $25.00 
G  Corporate Membership $200.00 
Q  N ew  Membership 
G Renewal

Name__________________________________________________________________

Address

City____________________State_____________Zip__________ Phone

Send to: ICON PRESERVATION TASK FORCE 
c/o Alaska Pacific University 

4101 University Drive 
Anchorage, AK 99508

I



LANDMARK AT RISK

Holy A ssum ption O rthodox  C hurch  
on the Kenai P eninsu la w as built in 
1896. As such, it is the most enduring  
representative o f the Russian cu ltu re  
in southcentral A laska. S haring both  
the history and  m agnificent se tting  is 
the Chapel o f St. N icholas, o f signifi­
cance in its ow n righ t as an o u ts tan d ­
ing exam ple of Russian log construc­
tion. Built in 1907, th e  uncovered log 
walls recall the craftsm anship and en­
gineering skills o f Kenai's Fort St. N i­
cholas, co n s tru c ted  in 1791. (The 
chapel is built on the site of the earlier 
Russian Fort). The grave of Abbot Ni- 
cholai, the first m issionary in the  area, 
is said  to be d irec tly  ben ea th  th e  
s tr ic tu re . For its exceptional value  in  
our nation's h istory , the  Secretary of 
the Interior designated  the C hapel o f 
St. Nicholas at H oly  A ssum ption Or­
thodox C hurch, a N ational H istoric  
Landm ark in 1970. U nfortuantely , a t 
this date, the s tru c tu ra l in teg rity  o f 
the chapel is being jeopard ized  an d  
the longevity o f the  resource th rea ­
tened .

T o  d o n a te ,  c o n tac t th e  N a tio n a l  P a rk  
S e rv ice , C u ltu ra l  R e so u rc e  D iv is io n , 
2525  G a m b e ll  S t.,  A n c h o r a g e  A K  
99503.

CHAPEL OF ST. NICHOLAS 
at Holy Assumption 
Orthodox Church 
Kenai, Alaska

ICON PRESERVATION TASK FORCE
c /o  Alaska Pacific University 
4101 University Drive 
Anchorage, AK 99508

N o n  P ro f it  O rg. 
U. S. P o s tag e  

P A I D  
P e rm it  #  162 

A n c h o ra g e , AK





IN THE SENATE BY THE R E S O U R C E S  COMMI TTEE

CS FOR SENATE C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 30 (Resources)

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE STATE OF ALASKA  

SI X T EENTH L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST S E SSI ON

Urging  c o o r d i n a t e d  r e s e a r c h  and d e v e l o p­

ment of technology and p r o g r a m s  for

p r e v e n t i o n  and cleanup of oil d i s­

charges .

BE IT RESOL V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA':

W H E R E A S  the recent disaster in P rinc e W i l l i a m  Sound has e m p h a s i z e d  the

n e e d  for exped i t e d  research and d e v e l o p m e n t  r e late d to b e t t e r  technolo gy

and p r o grams to prevent and clean up oil discharges; and

W H E R E A S  the Science and E n g i n e e r i n g  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i s s i o n  has been 

e s t a b l i s h e d  to assist state agencies  in a s s e s s i n g  their r e s e a r c h  n e e d s  and 

to f a c i l i t a t e  coope r a t i o n  b e twe en state agencies, the U n i v e r s i t y  of Alaska, 

a nd i n d ustry w i t h  respect to t e c h n o l o g i c a l  issues; and

W H E R E A S  the A laska Science and T e c h n o l o g y  F o u n d a t i o n  has b e e n  e s t a b­

lished to a w a r d  grants for the p r o m o t i o n  of basic and a p plied r e s e a r c h  on 

issues important to the state; and

W H E R E A S  the scientific k n o w l e d g e  g a i n e d  from A l a s k a ' s  e x p e r i e n c e  wit h 

the P r ince W i l l i a m  Sound d i s a s t e r  and its future effects are of great 

c o n c e r n  to governments, organizatio ns, industries, and other persons 

througho ut the world;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  requests 

the G o v e r n o r  to direct the Scienc e and E n g i n e e r i n g  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i s s i o n  and 

the A l a s k a  Science and T e c h n o l o g y  F o u n d a t i o n  to explore a d ditional ways to 

c oordinate their activities and the activit ies of other state a g e ncies in 

order to a c hieve the development of b e t t e r  preven t i o n  and response t e c h­

niques r e l a t e d  to oil discharges; and be it

-1- CSSCR 3 0 ( R e s )



1» F U R T H E R  RESOLVED that the legislature r e spe ctfully requests the

2 G o v e r n o r  to direct the Scienc e and Engin e e r i n g  A d v isory C o m m i s s i o n  and the

3 A l a s k a  Science and T e c h n o l o g y  F o u n d a t i o n  to explore ways of est ablishing

4 and funding, as soon as practicable, a Prince W i l l i a m  Sound science and

i  5 t e c h n o l o g y  institute, w hich w o u l d  be an integrated s c i e n t i f i c  research

6 fa c i l i t y  in Cordova, Alaska, w i t h  a special emphasis on r e s e a r c h  and d e v e l­

7 o pment r e l a t i n g  to oil spills in coastal water, and that w o u l d  p r o v i d e  a

8 central  r e p o s i t o r y  and logistical support for research of this type; and be

9 it

10
!

F U R T H E R  RESOLV ED that the Governor consider the p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  having

11 A l a s k a  host a future confe r e n c e  at w h i c h  the a ttention of w o r l d w i d e  experts

| 12 c ould be focused on the prevention, consequences, and lessons of oil d i s­

13 charge disasters like the one at Prince W i l l i a m  Sound.

14 COPIES of this r e s o l u t i o n  shall be sent to the m e mbers of the Science

i 15 and E n g i n e e r i n g  A d v i s o r y  Commission; the members of the b o a r d  of directors

16 of the A l a s k a  Science and Techn o l o g y  Foundation; and to the H o n o r a b l e  Ted

17 Stevens and the Honorable F r a n k  Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the H o n o rable

18 Don Young, U.S. Representative, members of the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in Con-

19 g r e s s .

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

1
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3111 C Street, Suite 200 Anchorage, Alaska 99503 (907) 562-3427

April 2, 1989

Honorable Pat Rodey, Senator 
Alaska State Senate 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Rodey:

The Alaska State Senate has passed a bill appropriating $20 million 
to aid in the Prince William Sound oil spill disaster. If the House has not 
also passed, I tru s t it will do so shortly.

I suggest that the State of Alaska can do more. Over one yea r  ago 
(March 31, 1988, Northern Lights Inn, Anchorage. See attached article), 
Mr. Henry Cole, Science Advisor to Governor Cowper, addressed the 
Resource Development Council of Alaska, Inc., stating tha t the Alaska 
Science and Technology Foundation would be funded  with a $100 million 
endow m ent. Unfortunately, th a t  am ount of money was not forthcoming. 
Now is the time to move agressively forw ard to fund  this Foundation for 
the purpose of researching, and developing recovery program s 
surrounding the Prince William Sound oil spill.

The Science and Technology Foundation might well address the 
following:

• Oil Spill Research: Recovery, appropria te  disperants, skim m ers,
cleanup technology, wildlife protection and cleaning, plus a 
myriad of other appropria te  technologies.

• Social Science Research: Study and development, in
conjunction with existing local, sta te and federal agencies, 
program s to assist individuals, families and companies 
through the difficult economic and stressfull days ahead. As 
people face mortgages, unpaid bills, increased family conflict, 
mental anguish, and o ther problem s faced w ith the "fallout'’ 
from this disaster, assistance will be needed.



page 2

• Economic Renewal Research: Study how the recovery of the 
Prince William Sound's economic/social system will need a 
total systems approach. All of Alaska will be affected 
by  this disaster, and we Alaskans are capable of designing our 
collective future, IF we choose to work collaboratively in 
collective best interests. To do this however, will, in my 
opinion, need the leadership the Foundation could 
provide.

® Psychological Leverage: Provide im m ediate attention and 
focus on Alaska's efforts to build toward th e  future. Not only 
is this good business, but it will provide Alaskans and potential 
visitors and investors the "psychological edge" proving that we 
are indeed in control of our destiny.

Mr. Ed Clinton, Chairman of the Alaska Science and Technology 
Foundation, will address the Alaska State Chamber of Commerce on Friday 
April 7, in Anchorage, at the NBA Main Branch, 3rd Floor Conference Room. 
It may be possible to get Mr. Clinton's attention on this before April 7, and 
to seek his input.

Further, I am asking tha t Mr. Clinton, and the other Science and 
Technology Foundation Board Members, Governor Cowper, appropriate  
State Departm ent and Agency Heads, Alaska State Legislators, and 
appropriate  private citizens be called to a "summit" on Alaska's Economic 
and Social Future to address th is proposal. If appropriate, legislation 
addressing this concept might be the best method for moving forw ard. I, 
however, leave tha t to you, Senator Rodey.

Thank you for your kind and timely attention to these ideas.

Dick La Fever, Director
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T l m n  t h o l e  t r  M I C H A E L  D I H E I N
ippcneau, H ead of Research, M inistry of th e  Environm ent, left, 
nde, French M inister o f th e  Environment

By BOB ORTEGA 
Tim e* Writer

When the supertanker Exxon Vnldez 
disemboweled Itself on Bllgli Reef nine 
days ago, crude oil gushed out so furi­
ously that It billowed eight or 10 feet In 
die air before pancaking out In a vast 
flat slick.

As fast as the oil spread through the 
pristine waters of Prince William 
Sound, word of the disaster leapt by 
wire nround ihe world — drawing oil 
spill experts and wannabes from every 
oil-producing country imaginable.

"We are here to sec, and hopefully 
to learn more about the effects of the 
oil on the wildlife," said Rrldar Hln- 
drum, a noturc management director 
from Oslo who arrived In Anchorage 
Saturday, olong with four other Norwe­
gian oil spill management technicians. 
The five men were to leave this morn­
ing for Valdez, at the south end of the 
trans-Alaska pipeline, and for the 
nearby fishing village of Cordova.

Several Canadian, researchers ar­

rived early last week, Exxon spokes­
man Gene Sands said. Technicians and 
scientists from many other countries 
are also expected to show up.

"We’ve heard from literally every 
oil spill consultant and expert in North 
America and Europe," Sands said.

Saturday, France’s Minister of the 
Environment, Brice Laionde, nnd his 
head of research, Jean Claude Oppen- 
eau, Jetted in. They were to be Joined 
today by another French spill expert 
bearing a gift — 10 tons of lnlpol 90, a 
chemlcnl dlspcrsant that has been used 
frequently to break down oil slicks In 
European waters.

There’s been some question as to 
whether the lnlpol 90 will do any good. 
Early last week, special planes made a 
few low-allltudc runs over the sound, 
spraying an American-made disper- 
sant on the crude with some success. 
Then, five days ago, those directing the 
cleanup effort said that the slick had 
weathered too much for dispersants to 
be effective.

But Saturday, ot Anchorage Inter­
national Airport, a senior Exxon envi­
ronmental scientist waiting with the 
Frenchmen for their luggage said the 
lnlpol 90 might still prove useful.

The tall, bespectacled Dr. A1 Makl 
agreed that the dispcrsant could be np- 
plied to the fresh oil that the Exxon 
Valdez continues to burp Into Ihe 
sound. And he said that the chemical 
might still work on the older, emulsi­
fied oil known as "chocolate mousse" 
for Its color and consistency.

"There are long stream ers of oil 
that are coated with mousse on the out­
side, but Inside are relatively unweath- 
cred oil," he said.

"As the sea breaks opart Ihe 
mousse, that fresh oil is exposed to 
water. That's why you still see that 
blue-green sheen on the water. The dis­
persants might work on that oil," he 
said.

Laionde is hopeful that dispersants 
aside, he and his aides can offer sug- 

See Spill, page B-8



Spill: World learns

T im e *  pho to  by M IC H A E L  D IN G  S N
Jan Nerland, Norway State Pollution Control Authority arrives 
in Anchorage.

C ontinued  f ro m  p a g e  B-l

g e s tio n s  to m a k e  th e  c le a n u p  
m o re  e ffec tiv e .

E le v en  y e a r s  ago , w hen  the  
ta n k e r  A m oco C adiz b ro k e  up  off 
th e  n o rth w e s t c o a s t o f F ra n c e , it 
sp illed  m o re  th a n  1.5 m illion b a r ­
re ls  of oil, a b o u t s ix  tim es  a s  
m u c h  a s  the  E x x o n  V aldez. H uge 
s tr e tc h e s  of th e  c o a s t of B ritta n y  
w e re  s lim ed  w ith  a  th ick  goo th a t  
w iped  out th e  w ild life ; the local 
f ish e rie s  w ere  d es tro y e d .

At the tim e , L aionde w as  th e  
d ir e c to r  of F ra n c e ’s  c h a p te r  of 
F r ie n d s  of th e  E a r th .  H e w as  in ­
vo lved  heav ily  in th e  m a ss iv e  
c lea n u p  e ffo rt. H e w a s  involved 
in se ttin g  up n ew  a g e n c ie s  to  
s tu d y  the e ffe c ts  of th e  spill, how  
to p re v e n t a n o th e r  one, an d  how  
to d ev e lo p  new  a n d  m o re  e f fe c ­

tive c lean u p  te ch n iq u e s .
“ W e know how  it f e e ls ,” he 

sa id , " th e  a n g e r  an d  th e  h o p e­
le ssn ess  . . .  b u t c le a n in g  u p  the  
co a s t is so m e th in g  w e’v e  le a rn e d  
to  do. W e’ll s e e  if th e  s a m e  
tech n iq u es  c a n  b e  of u se  h e r e ."

L aionde sa id  h e  b e lie v e s  th e  
ro ck y  sh o res  of P r in c e  W illiam  
Sound a r e  s im ila r  to  th o se  o f th e  
B ritta n y  coast.

O yvind S c h re in e r, a s s is ta n t  d i­
re c to r  of N o rw a y ’s  S ta te  P o llu ­
tion  C ontrol A u th o rity , sa id  th e  
s im ila rity  of the  so u n d ’s  g e o g r a ­
phy  to  N o rw a y ’s  f io rd s  shou ld  
m a k e  h is e x p e r ts ’ k n o w led g e  of 
sh o re lin e  c lea n u p  r e le v a n t a s  
w ell.

T h e  N o rw eg ian s n e a r ly  d id n ’t 
co m e. W ednesday , th e  U.S. 
C oast G u a rd  d ec lin ed  th e ir  o f fe r .

B ut A laska o ffic ia ls  q u ic k ly  
ex ten d e d  th e ir  ow n in v ita tio n .
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W E S T R E N D S  EXECUTIVE S U M M A R Y

Historically the Weal has been a region of change and growth. In recent years, however, the fundamental nature of the region has begun to shift. Key demographic and economic changes are permanently altering the socio-economic character of many parts of the region, adding new dimensions and challenges for public policy makers. Among the leading trends transforming the West are:Fastest Growing Region of the United StatesThe West grew at a faster rate than any other U .S . region between 1980 and 1987. The region grew 15.1% during this time period, more than double the national average. The South was the second fastest growing region at 11.3%, followed by the Northeast and Midwest at 2.3% and 1.1% respectively. Population growth in the West is well above the national rate due to three factors: high birth rates, relatively high migration rates and very high immigration ratea. A majority of western states are participating in the high rate of population growth; however, a handful of states experiencing serious downturns in their economies have had static or declining populations over the past several years.Highest Dependency Ratio Among RegionsAmong the four U .S . regions, the West has the highest dependency ratio. The "dependency ratio" refers to the burden placed on wage earning taxpayers between the ages of 18 and 84 to finance services such as education, and health for older and younger age groups. The region has the highest percent of the population under age 18 with the under-5 age group increasing 51%, or approximately five times the national rate from 1980 to 1987. During the same time period, the 65 and older age group in the West has increased by 49%, more than three times the national rate.Growing Ethnic DiversityA third demographic trend is the changing ethnic composition o f the western region. The West leads the nation in legal immigration for the decade 1975-85. Asian and Hispanic immigration is highest to the region, where the greatest concentration of Hispanic and Asian Americans reside. In addition, from 1970 to 1980, the West, with the smallest percentage of blacks, experienced the greatest increase in black population among U .S . regions for that decade.MetropolitizaLion of the WestThe growth in population and changes in metropolitan areas contribute to the shifting landscape of the West. The region is no longer a network of small towns: instead, it is largely comprised of sprawling metropolitan areas and newly suburbanized communities separated by large open spaces. In 1986 the West ranked above the national average, with 83.7% of the population residing in metropolitan areas, second only to the northeastern region at 88%. From 1980 to 1986, mountain stales experienced an average annual metropolitan growth rate of 2.5%, lead by Arizona at 3.3% . Pacific slates experienced an average annual metropolitan growth of 1.9%, wuh Alaska leading at 4.8%. ^Roth sub-regions exceeded the national average of 1.1% for this time period. This metropolitan giowth brings a shift in political and economic emphasis from rural areas to urban centers. -over-



Importance of N atu ral ResourcesWestern states continue to rely upon natural resource industries for revenues and employment well above the national average. While natural resource-based industries have declined in recent years, signs of upturn are now evident in some areas. The crealion of value added activities associated wiLh natural resource production and processing will increase employment and productivity. Nonconsumptive uses of natural resources, such as tourism and recreation, are increasingly important revenue producers in the region. The continued importance of natural resources to the W est is best understood in the context that the region does not have to import these basic commodities, and indeed they ofTer significant value added export opportunities for the future.Increasing M anufacturing and Service JobsConcerted efforts have been made to diversify the western economy beyond the traditional natural resource sectors. Although the West has below the national average percent of population employed in m anufacturing, the region added a net of 70,000 new manufacturing jobs to its economy between 1980 and 1986; while the other U.S. regions experienced a net. decline in manufacturing jobs during this period. Moreover in 1985, the western region led the nation in export-related m anufacturing employment. Though the West ranked third among the four regions in. service employment from 1980 to 1986, the number of service workers increased by an impressive 1 m illion.Pacific Rim PowerbasePerhaps the most optimal circumstance for the western region is its inclusion in the Pacific Rim, the most dynamic sector of the global economy. In 1984, western states accounted for 23% of U .S . exports and imports. Total 1984 U .S . exports equaled approxim ately $218 billion, of which $50 billion moved through western ports. All western states, due to prqximity to the emerging world class economies in the Pacific Rim, stand to be key players in unprecedented economic growth toward the year 2000 and beyond.Changing Workforce CompositionThe demographic and economic changes the West is experiencing underscore the need for a highly educated, well-trained labor force. Minorities and women will constitute an increasingly larger share of the western labor force, and they must be equipped with relevant skills to maintain the region’s economic competitiveness. The West currently has the highest percent of high school graduates and the highest participation of women in the labor force among U .S . regions. The West, with the highest percent of population under age 18, has a sizeable labor pool for the future; however, the region has a significant challenge ahead in educating an increasingly diverse population for more highly skilled service sector employment.Challenges to Environm ental QualityCompared to other regions, the West has experienced relatively less environmental degradation. Air and water quality  has actually improved in many parts of the region in the past two decades. However, rapid population growth concentrated in large metropolitan areas is resulting in heightened concerns about air quality, adequacy of water supplies and general congestion in urban areas. Western s la tes  are highly dependent upon tourism to bring revenue to the region and a high quality of life to jL lracl new businesses and residents. Reductions in environmental quality in major meiropolilican areas will adversely impact tourism and related economic growth sectors. Therefore, W esterners need to be particularly attentive tr the vital role of updating infrastructure including highways, water storage facilities, wastewater treatment plants and mass transit to provide for sound economic expansion and environmental protection.



The West is unquestionably the most fractionalized region of the country. It is a land of contrasts, with the nation’s most populous state, California, and several of the least populated states, such as Wyoming and Alaska. The citizens of the mountain West and the Pacifc West hold widely different views on basic value issues such as abortion, religion and the role of government. The trends cited above tend to reinforce existing regional differences. Thus, the region will have to work more diligently on interstate issues and communication if iL is to gain political cohesion and influence in national policy equal to its growing population.
ConclusionThe foregoing trends are most likely to have sustaining impact on the economic, social and political future of the western region to the year 2000. Together these trends present "good news - bad news" scenarios. Each brings positive values to the region, and each presents risks, or at least missed opportunities, if not appropriately addressed. The challenge for state leaders is to build upon an extraordinatory set of positive attributes embodied in the people and the land. With a comparatively youthful, well-educated and enterprising population, the West continues to be a land of opportunity and is strategically positioned to have an era of sustained prosperity as part of the Pacific Century ahead. Whether the region will in fact realize this bright promise will be determined largely by the extent to which state leaders are willing and able to tackle the tough allocation choices immediately ahead - educating the young, maintaining environmental quality, anticipating the capital needs of fast growth, providing for the elderly, and strengthening regional ties and cooperation with neighboring states.

Less Regional Cohesion



P R O P O S E D  A M E N D M E N T  TO S ENA TE C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  30

BE IT F U R T H E R  RESOLVED:

That the A l a s k a  Sta te L e g i s l a t u r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e que st the 
G o v e r n o r  to d i r e c t  the S c i e n c e  and E n g i n e e r i n g  A d v i s o r y  
C o m m i s s i o n  and the A l a s k a  S c i e n c e  and T e c h n o l o g y  F o u n d a t i o n  to 
e x p l o r e  w a y s  of funding and e s t a b l i s h i n g  as s o o n  as 
practic able, T h e  P rince W i l l i a m  S o u n d  S c i e n c e  and T e c h n o l o g y  
Institute, an i n t e g r a t e d  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  f a c i l i t y  in 
P rince W i l l i a m  S o u n d  in Cordova, Alaska, to c o o r d i n a t e  applied  
and b a s i c  r e s e a r c h  on s u b - a r c t i c  coast al ecosystems, w i t h  
special e m p h a s i s  on r e s e a r c h  and d e v e l o p m e n t  r e l a t i n g  to oil 
spills in s u b - a r c t i c  coastal waters, and to p r o v i d e  a central 
r e p o s i t o r y  for r e s e a r c h  data, to p r o v i d e  logis t i c a l  support 
for s u c h  research.

£ r -



Patrick M. Rodey
Senator

Slatffea g>tate Hcgisrtature

M E M O R A N D U M S e n a t e

3111 C. St., Suite 510 

Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

(907) 561-7618

During Sawn: 
P.O. Box V 

Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) -165-3793

April 24, 1989

T O  : Senator Bett-ye^TaWenkamp, Chair 
Senate R e s o u r c e # C o m m i t t e e

F R O M :  Senato,^ P a t r i c l ^ K > R o d e y

RE : S C R  SOx-JJ^ging coordinated research and development of 
technology and programs for prevention and cleanup of oil 
discharges

Senate Concurrent Resolution 30 requests utilization of the research 
capabilities and programs of the Science and Engineering Advisory 

Commission and the Alaska Science and Technology Foundation to review 
and explore methods of coordinating their activities for development of 
improved response techniques and prevention of oil discharges.

T h e  Alaska Science and Technology Foundation's technological expertise 
would m a k e  a valuable contribution to facilitating cooperation a m o n g  the 
local, state, and federal coordination efforts.

T h e  proposal also requests that the Governor consider hosting a future 
conference to focus on the prevention, and consequences of oil 
discharges disasters.

There is a zero fiscal note.
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IN THE S ENATE BY THE R E S O U R C E S  COM MITTEE

CS F O R  SENATE C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 30 (Resources)

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A  

SIXTEENTH L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E SSION

U r g i n g  c oordina ted r e s e a r c h  and d e v e l o p­

ment of technology and p r o g r a m s  for

p r e v e n t i o n  and cleanup of oil d i s­

charges .

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WH E R E A S  the recent  disas ter in P rin ce W i l l i a m  Sound has e m p h a s i z e d  the

need for e x p e d i t e d  research and d e v e l o p m e n t  related to b e t t e r  te chno l o g y

and programs to p r e v e n t  and clean up oil discharges; and

W H E R E A S  the Science and E n g i n e e r i n g  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i s s i o n  has b e e n  

e s t a b l i s h e d  to assist state agencies in a s s e ssing their r e s e a r c h  needs and 

to facilit ate c o o p e r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  state agencies, the U n i v e r s i t y  of Alaska, 

and i n d ustry  w i t h  respect to t e c hnol ogical issues; and

WH E R E A S  the A l a s k a  Science and T e c h n o l o g y  F o u n d a t i o n  has b e e n  e s t a b­

lished to awar d grants for the p r o m o t i o n  of basic and applied r e s e a r c h  on 

issues important to the state; and

W H E R E A S  the scientific k n o w l e d g e  g a i n e d  from Alaska' s e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  

the Prince W i l l i a m  Sound disa ster and its future effects are of great 

concern to governments, organizations, industries, and o th er persons 

throughout the world;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  that the A laska State L e g i s l a t u r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  requests 

the G o v e r n o r  to direct the Science and E n g i n e e r i n g  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i s s i o n  and 

the A l a s k a  Science and T e c h n o l o g y  F o u n d a t i o n  to explore additi o n a l  way s to 

coordina te their activities and the activities of other state a g e ncies in 

order to a c h ieve the development of b e tter p r e v e n t i o n  and r e s ponse t e c h­

niques r e lated to oil discharges; and be it

-1- CSSCR 30(Res)
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F U R T H E R  R E S OLVED that the legislature r e s p e c t f u l l y  requests the

2 G o v e r n o r  to direct the Science  and E n g i n e e r i n g  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i s s i o n  and the

3 A l a s k a  S c i e n c e  and T e c h n o l o g y  F o u n d a t i o n  to explore ways of establishing

4 and funding, as soon as practicable, a Pr ince W i l l i a m  Sound science and

5 t e c h n o l o g y  institute, w h i c h  w o u l d  be an integrated scie nt i f i c  research

6 f a c i l i t y  in Cordova, Alaska, w i t h  a special emphasis on r e s e a r c h  and devel-

7 opment r e l a t i n g  to oil spills in coastal water, and that w o u l d  p r o vide a

8 central r e p o s i t o r y  and logistical support for r e s e a r c h  of this type; and be

9 it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the G o v ernor consider the p o s s i b i l i t y  of having 

A l a s k a  host a future c o nference at w h i c h  the a t t e n t i o n  of w o r l d w i d e  experts 

could be f o cus ed on the prevention, consequences, a n d  lessons of oil d i s­

charge disasters like the one at Prince W i l l i a m  Sound.

COPIES of this r e s o l u t i o n  shall be sent to the m e m b e r s  of the Science 

and E n g i n e e r i n g  A d v i s o r y  Commission; the members of the b o a r d  of directors 

of the A l a s k a  Science and T e c h n o l o g y  Foundation; and to the H o n o r a b l e  Ted 

Stevens and the Hono rable F r a n k  Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable 

Don Young, U.S. Representative, members of the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in C o n­

gress .

C S S C R  3 0 (Res) - 2 -
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A laska ^  ti 1 •-'"atnnci« Vc-te. «*>po?-€. 
mm Pacific *• .s*. u^.
aVk Consultants _3111 C Street, Suite 200 Anchorage, Alaska 99503 (907) 562-3427A pril 2, 1989

Honorable Pat Rodey, Senator A lask a State Senate P.O. Box V Ju n eau , AK 99811Dear Senator Rodey:
The A la sk a  State Senate has passed a bill appropriating $20 m illion to aid in the Prince W illiam  Sound oil spill disaster. I f  the House has not also passed, I trust it w ill do so sh ortly .
I suggest that the State of A lask a  can do more. Over one y e a r ago (M arch 31, 1988, N orthern Lights In n , A n ch orage. See attached article), M r. H enry Cole, Science A d viso r to G overnor Cow per, addressed the Resource D evelopm ent Council o f A lask a , In c., stating th at the A laska Science and Tech nology Foundation w ould be fu n d ed  w ith  a $100 million en d o w m en t. U n fo rtu n ately , th at am ount o f m oney w as not forthcom ing. Now  is the tim e to m ove a g ressiv ely  fo rw ard  to fu n d  this Foundation for the purpose o f researching, and d evelo pin g  reco ve ry  program s surrounding the Prince W illiam  Sound oil sp ill.
The Science and Technology Foundation m ight w e ll address the follow ing:• Oil S p ill Research: R ecovery, appropriate disperants, skim m ers,clean u p  technology, w ild life  protection and cleaning, plus a m yriad  of other appropriate technologies.• Social Science Research: Stu d y and d evelo p m en t, inconjunction  w ith  existing local, state and fe d e ra l agencies, program s to assist in d ivid u als, fa m ilie s  and com panies th rou gh  the d ifficu lt econom ic and stressfu ll days ah ead. As people face m ortgages, unpaid b ills , increased fa m ily  conflict, m ental anguish, and other problem s faced w ith  the ''fallout'' fro m  this disaster, assistance w ill be n eed ed .



page 2• Economic Renew al Research: S tu d y  how the reco very  of thePrince W illiam  Sound's econom ic/social system  w ill need a total system s approach. A ll of A lask a  w ill be affected  b y  this d isaster, and w e A lask an s are capable of designing our collective fu tu re , IF w e choose to w ork collab o ratively  in collective best interests. To do this how ever, w ill, in m y opinion, need the lead ership the Foundation could provide.• P sychological Leverage: P rovide im m ed iate attention andfocus on A lask a's effo rts to build tow ard th e fu tu re . Not on ly  is this good business, but it w ill provide A lask an s and potential v isito rs and in vestors the "psychological edge" proving that w e are indeed in control o f our d estin y .M r. Ed Clinton, Chairm an of the A la sk a  Science and Technology Foundation, w ill address the A lask a  State Cham ber of Com m erce on Friday A p ril 7, in  A nch orage, at the NBA M ain B ranch, 3rd Floor Conference Room. It m ay be possible to get M r. Clinton's attention  on this before A p ril 7, and to seek his input.
F urther, I am  asking th at M r. Clinton, and th e other Science and Tech nology Foundation Board M em b ers, Governor Cow per, appropriate Sta te  D epartm ent and A gen cy H eads, A la sk a  State Legislators, and ap propriate p riva te  citizens be called to a "sum m it" on  A laska's Econom ic and Social Future to address this proposal. I f  appropriate, legislation addressing th is concept m ight be the best m ethod for m oving fo rw ard . I, ho w ever, le a v e  that to y o u , Senator Rodey.
T h ank y o u  for y o u r kind aud tim e ly  atten tion  to these ideas.

Dick L a  Fever, Director
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eigmieirs visit oil spill; observe, advise
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By DOB O R T E G A  
T lm M  W r i te r

When the supertanker Exxon Valdez 
disemboweled Itself on Dllgh Reef nine 
days ago, crude oil gushed out so furi­
ously that It billowed eight or 10 feet In 
the air before pancaking out In a  vast 
flat slick.

As fast as the oil spread through the 
pristine waters of Prince' William 
Sound, word of the disaster leapt by 
wire around the world — drawing oil 
spill experts and wannabes from every 
oil-producing country Imaginable.

."We nrc here to see, and hopefvlly 
to leam more about the effects of the 
oil on the wildlife," said Reldar Hln- 
drum, a nature management director 
from Oslo who arrived In Anchorage 
Saturday, along with four other Norwe­
gian oil spill management technicians. 
The five men were to leave this morn­
ing for Valdez, at the south end of the 
trans-Alaska pipeline, and for the 
nearby fishing village of Cordova.

Several Canadian, researchers ar­

rived early last week, Exxon spokes­
man Gene Sands said. Technicians and 
scientists from many other countries 
are also expected to show up.

"We've heard from literally every 
oil spill consultant and expert In North 
America and Europe," Sands said.

Saturday, France’s Minister of the 
Environment, Brice Lalonde, and his 
head of research, Jean Claude Oppen- 
eau, Jetted In. They were to be Joined 
today by another French spill expert 
bearing a gift — 10 tons of Inlpol 99, a 
chemical dlspcrsant that has been used 
frequently to break down oil slicks In 
European waters.

There’s been some question as to 
whether the Inlpol 90 will do any good. 
Early last week, special planes made a 
few low-allltude runs over the sound, 
spraying an American-made disper- 
sant on the crude with some success. 
Then, five days ago, those directing the 
cleanup effort said that the slick had 
weathered too much for dispersants to 
be effective.

But Saturday, a t Anchorage Inter­
national Airport, a senior Exxon envi­
ronmental scientist walling with the 
Frenchmen for their luggage said the 
Inlpol 90 might still prove useful.

The tall, bespectacled Dr. A1 Makl 
agreed that the dispersnnt could be ap­
plied to the fresh oil that the Exxon 
Valdez continues to burp Into the 
sound. And he said that the chemical 
might still work on the older, emulsi­
fied oil known as "chocolate mousse” 
for its color and consistency.

"There are long stream ers of oil 
that are coated with mousse on the out­
side, but Inside are relatively unwealh- 
eredoil,"he said.

"As the sea breaks apart the 
mousse, that fresh oil is exposed to 
water. That’s why you still see that 
blue-green sheen on the water. The dis- 
persants might work on that oil,” he 
said.

Lalonde is hopeful that dispersants 
aside, he and his aides can offer sug- 
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Spill: World learnsContinued from page B-l
gestions to make the cleanup more effective.Eleven years ago, when the tanker Amoco Cadiz broke up off the northwest coast of France, it spilled more than 1.5 million bar­rels of oil, about six times as much as the Exxon Valdez. Huge stretches of the coast of Brittany were slimed with a thick goo that wiped out the wildlife; the local fisheries were destroyed.At the time, Lalonde was the director of France’s chapter of Friends of the Earth. He was in­volved heavily in the massive cleanup effort. He was involved in setting up new agencies to study the effects of the spill, how to prevent another one, and how to develop new and more effec­

tive cleanup techniques."We know how it feels," he said, ."the anger and the hope­lessness . . .  but cleaningup the coast is something we've learned to do. We’ll s\»e if the same techniques can be of use here."Lalonde said he believes the rocky shores of Prince William Sound are similar to those of the Brittany coast.Oyvind Schreiner, assistant di­rector of Norway’s State Pollu­tion Control Authority, said the similarity of the sound’s geogra­phy to Norway’s fiords should make his experts’ knowledge of shoreline cleanup relevant as well.The Norwegians nearly didn’t come. Wednesday, the U.S. Coast Guard declined their offer.But Alaska officials quickly extended their own invitation. T l m a t  photo b r  M I C H A E L  D I N E C K
Jan Nerland, Norway State Pollution Control Authority arrives 
in Anchorage.
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Historically the West has been a region of change and growth. In recent years, however, the fundamental nature of the region has begun to shift. Key demographic and economic changes are permanently altering the socio-economic character of many parts of the region, adding new dimensions and challenges for public policy makers. Among the leading trends transforming the West are:Fastest Growing Region of the United StatesThe West grew at a faster rate than any other U .S . region between 1980 and 1987. The region grew 15.1% during this time period, more than double the national average. The South was the second fastest growing region at 11.3%, followed by the Northeast and Midwest at 2.3% and 1.1% respectively. Population growth in the West is well above the national rate duo to three factors: high birth rates, relatively high migration rates and very high immigration rates. A majority of western states are participating in the high rate of population growth; however, a handful of states experiencing serious downturns in their economies have had static or declining populations over the past several years.Highest Dependency Ratio Among RegionsAmong the four U.S. regions, the West ha3 the highest dependency ratio. The "dependency ratio" refers to the burden placed on wage earning taxpayers between the ages of 18 and 64 to finance services such as education, and health for older and younger age groups. The region has the highest percent of the population under age 18 with the under-5 age group increasing 51%, or approximately five times the national rate from 1980 to 1987. During the same time period, the 65 and older age group in the West has increased by 49%, more than three times the national rate.Growing Ethnic DiversityA third demographic trend is the changing ethnic composition of the western region. The West leads the nation in legal immigration for the decade 1975-85. Asian and Hispanic immigration is highest to the region, where the greatest concentration of Hispanic and Asian Americans reside. In addition, from 1970 to 1980, the West, with the smallest percentage of blacks, experienced the greatest increase in black population among U.S. regions for that decade.Metropolitiiation o f the WestThe growth in population and changes in metropolitan areas contribute to the shifting landscape of the West. The region is no longer a network of small towns; instead, it is largely comprised of sprawling metropolitan areas and newly suburbanized communities separated by large open spaces. In 1986 the West ranked above th : national average, with 83.7% of the population residing in metropolitan areas, second only to the northeastern region at 88%. From 1980 to 1986, mountain states experienced an average annual metropolitan gTowth rate of 2.5%, lead by Arizona at 3.3%. Pacific states experienced an average annual metropolitan growth of 1.9%, with Alaska leading at 4.8%. Roth sub-regions exceeded the national average of 1.1% for this time period. This metropolitan giowth brings a shift in political and economic emphasis from rural areas to urban centers. -over-
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Importance of Natural Resources %Western states continue to rely upon natural resource industries for revenues and employrrB well above the national average. While natural resource-based industries have declined in reel years, signs of upturn are now evident in some areas. The creation of value added activity associated with natural resource production and processing will increase employment X  productivity. Nonconsumptive uses of natural resources, such as tourism and recreation, a increasingly important revenue producers in the region. The continued importance of natur resources to the West is best understood in the context that the region does not have to impc these basic commodities, and indeed they offer significant value added export opportunities for t future.Increasing Manufacturing and Service JobsConcerted elTorts have been made to diversify the western economy beyond the traditional natui resource sectors. Although the West has below the national average percent of populati employed in manufacturing, the region added a net of 70,000 new manufacturing jobs to economy between 1980 and 1986; while the other U .S . regions experienced a net decline manufacturing jobs during this period. Moreover in 1985, the western region led the nation export-related manufacturing employment. Though the West ranked third among the four regio in. service employment from 1980 to 1986, the number of service workers increased by impressive 1 million,Pacific Rim PowerbasePerhaps the most optimal circumstance for the western region is its inclusion in the Pacific Ri the most dynamic sector of the global economy. In 1984, western states accounted for 23% U .S . exports and imports. Total 1984 U .S . exports equaled approximately $218 billion, of whii $50 billion moved through western ports. All western states, due to proximity to the emergii world class economies in the Pacific Rim, stand to be key players in unprecedented econor growth toward the year 2000 and beyond.Changing Workforce CompositionThe demographic and economic changes the West is experiencing underscore the need for a higl educated, well-trained labor force. Minorities and women will constitute an increasingly larj share of the western labor force, and they must be equipped with relevant skills to maintain l region’s economic competitiveness. The West currently has the highest percent of high sch graduates and the highest participation of women in the labor force among U .S . regions. T West, with the highest percent or population under age 18, has a sizeable labor pool for the futu however, the region has a significant challenge ahead in educating an increasingly dive, population for more highly skilled service sector employment.Challenges to Environmental QualityCompared to other regions, the West has experienced relatively less environmental degradati Air and water quality has actually improved in many parts of the region in :he past two decad However, rapid population growth concentrated in large metropolitan areas is resulting heightened concerns about air quality, adequacy of water supplies and general congestion in urt areas. Western states are highly dependent upon tourism to bring revenue to the region am high quality of life to attract new businesses and residents. Reductions in environmental qualit> major metropolitican areas will adversely impact tourism and related economic growth sectc Therefore, Westerners need to be particularly attentive to the vital role of updating infrastruct including highw ays, water storage iJcililios, wastewater treatment plants and mass transit provide for sound economic expansion and environmental protection.
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Importance of Natural ResourcesWestern states continue to rely upon natural resource industries for revenues and employment well above the national average. While natural resource-based industries have declined in recent years, signs of upturn are now evident in some areas. The creation of value added activities associated with natural resource production and processing will increase employment and productivity. Nonconsumptive uses of natural resources, such as tourism and recreation, are increasingly important revenue producers in the region. The continued importance of natural resources to the West is best understood in the context that the region does not have to import these basic commodities, and indeed they offer significant value added expert opportunities for the future.Increasing Manufacturing and Service JobsConcerted efforts have been made to diversify the western economy beyond the traditional natural resource sectors. Although the West has below the national average percent of population employed in manufacturing, the region added a net of 70,000 new manufacturing jobs to its economy between 1980 and 1986; while the other U .S . regions experienced a net decline in manufacturing jobs during this period. Moreover in 1985, the western region led the nation in export-related manufacturing employment. Though the West ranked third among the four regions in. service employment from 1980 to 1986, the number of service workers increased by an impressive 1 million.Pacific Rim PowerbasePerhaps the most optimal circumstance for the western region is its inclusion in the Pacific Rim, the most dynamic sector of the global economy. In 1984, western states accounted for 23% of U .S . exports and imports. Total 1984 U .S . exports equaled approximately $218 billion, of which $50 billion moved through western ports. All western states, due to proximity to the emerging world class economies in the Pacific Rim, stand to be key players in unprecedented economic growth toward the year 2000 and beyond.Changing Workforce CompositionThe demographic and economic changes the West is experiencing underscore the need for a highly educated, well-trained labor force. Minorities and women will constitute an increasingly larger share of the western labor force, and they must be equipped with relevant skills to maintain the region’s economic competitiveness. The West currently has the highest percent of high school graduates and the highest participation of women in the labor force among U .S . regions. The West, with the highest percent of population under age 18, has a sizeable labor pool for the future; however, the region has a significant challenge ahead in educating an increasingly diverse population for more highly skilled service sector employment.
Challenges to Environmental QualityCompared to other regions, the West has experienced relatively less environmental degradation. Air and water quality has actually improved in many parts of the region in the past two decades. However, rapid population growth concentrated in large metropolitan areas is resulting in heightened concerns about air quality, adequacy of water supplies and general congestion in urban areas. Western states are highly dependent upon tourism to bring revenue to the region and a high quali.y o f life to attract new businesses and residents. Reductions in environmental quality in major metropolitican areas will adversely impact tourism and related economic growth sectors. Therefore, Westerners need to be particularly attentive to the vital role of updating infrastructure including highw ays, water storage facilities, wastewater treatment plants and mass transit to provide for sound economic expansion and environmental protection.


