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C o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  B i l l  A n a l y s i s  S B  4 5 4  

B i l l / P r o g r a m  E f f e c t s

T h e s e  a r e a s  h a v e  b e e n  l e g i s l a t i v e l y  p r o t e c t e d  i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  

t h e i r  o u t s t a n d i n g  n a t u r a l  h a b i t a t  l n d  a s s o c i a t e d  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  

r e s o u r c e  v a l u e s .  A b s e n t  a  l e g i s l a t i v e  d e f i n i t i o n  f o r  " c o m p a t i b l e , "  

t h i s  m e a s u r e  w i l l  e s s e n t i a l l y  r e g u i r e  t h a t  a l l  s t a t e  l a n d  a n d  i t s  

v a r i o u s  r e s o u r c e  v a l u e s  b e  m a n a g e d  a s  o p e n  p u b l i c  d o m a i n  o n  t h e  

a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  a l l  c o m p e t i n g  u s e s  a r e  c o m p a t i b l e ,  u n l e s s  c l e a r  a n d  

c o n v i n c i n g  e v i d e n c e  t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y  i s  a v a i l a b l e .

A l t h o u g h  S B  3 5 ' s  r e d u c e d  e m p h a s i s  o n  " t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  l a n d  f o r  l e s s  

t h a n  a l l  o f  t h e  r e s o u r c e s "  i s  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  t h e  a d d e d  

q u a l i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  m u l t i p l e  u s e  " d o e s  n o t  e x c l u d e  c o m p a t i b l e  

c o m p e t i n g  u s e s , "  t h e  l a t t e r  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  d e t e r m i n a t i o n s  

b e  m a d e  a s  t o  w h e t h e r  c o m p e t i t i o n  b e t w e e n  u s e s  i s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  

g r e a t  t o  r e s u l t  i n  i n c o m p a t i b i l i t y .  T h e r e  i s  c o n c e r n  t h a t  s u c h  

c o m p a t i b i l i t y  t e s t s  m a y  1) u n d u l y  t a x  a l r e a d y  s t r a i n e d  a g e n c y  

s t a f f s  a n d  b u d g e t s ,  2 )  c r e a t e  d e l a y s  i n  l a n d  u s e  d e c i s i o n s  t h a t  

w o u l d  b e  b u r d e n s o m e  t o  p r i v a t e  i n d u s t r y  a n d  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c ,  a n d  

3) r e d u c e ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n c r e a s e ,  s t a t e  l a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  flexibilitv 
t o  r e s p o n d  t o  e v e r  c h a n g i n g  e c o n o m i c  a n d  s o c i a l  d e m a n d s  o n  t h e  

s t a t e  l a n d  b a s e .
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Alaska Minerals Commission

In addition to the mineral closures in National Parks, Refuges and Forests, development of all 
kinds in the remaining lowland areas is now threatened by a proposed National policy of “No 
net loss of wetlands.” These “wetlands” in Alaska occupy about 75 percent of the lowland areas 
of the state, or about 170 million acres, and are often caused by the underlying permafrost. 
Assessment of the mineral potential of such areas is difficult and requires sophisticated surveys.

3 A laska should be exempted from a strict application o f  the proposed nationwide policy 
o f  “ no net loss o f  wetlands”  until a suitable policy can be formulated specifically for the 
state, which recognizes that Alaskan wetlands are unique in kind, size and cause.

Options for overland access to mineralized areas in Alaska must be maintained, especially in 
light of the relatively unexplored status of much of the state. Revised Statute 2477, (RS2477), 
is an 1S67 congressional grant of rights-of-way across unreserved federal lands for public highways. 
RS2477 corridors may be the only feasible access into more remote areas of the state.

4 The State o f A laska should expedite the ongoing program o f inventorying the possible 
RS2477  access routes, and aggressively assert the state’s rights to these corridors o f  c om ­
merce, especially across otherwise inaccessible areas.

The mining law of 1872 has served the nation well on federal lands, but is under attack. Propos­
ed changes would severely inhibit mineral exploration, development and production on federal 
land.

5 The state should transmit opposition to proposed changes in the 1872 Mining Law which 
would be damaging to the mining industry.

Ongoing regional land plans on state lands, and local expansion of coastal zone management 
plans to encompass areas remote from the coastline restrict development and generally omit 
assessments of subsurface resources such as minerals, coal and industrial minerals in the pro­
cess. Because development of natural resources is so often precluded in the planning process, 
the availability of state land to mineral entry is diminished.

6 The Governor should establish that mineral development is a priority in the best interest 
o f  the state, consistent with Section 1 o f  Article 8 o f  the State Constitution, that must be 
recognized in most state land management actions.

7 The Legislature and Governor should support Senate Bill 34 , tan act relating to state land 
withdrawn from mineral location and mining), and Senate Bill 35, (an act relating to multiple 
use o f  state land and water), submitted in the first session o f  the 16th Legislature. (See 
Appendix D.)

Less that 5 %  of Alaska has been geologically mapped at a scale suitable for mineral explora­
tion. As a comparison, many of the third-world nations have more complete geophysical data 
than Alaska. A  continued lack of funding for such surveys perpetuates the problem of develop­
ing a data base.

8 Detailed geologic and geophysical mapping o f the state must he continued at an increased

terest in mining as a valued component o f the economic base. An annual S5 million sup­
plemental appropriation for this purpose would be comparable to the advertising budgetsof other sectors of the state’s economy.
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APPENDIX D 

PENDING LEGISLATION REFERENCED IN REPORT

I n t r o d u c e d :  1 / 9 / 8 9  6 - 0 2 9 6 AR e f e r r e d :  R e s o u r c e s  a n d  F i n a n c e
B V C O G H I L L ,  P E A R C E1 I N  T H E  S E N A T E  AN D FRAN K2 S E N A T E  B I L L  N O .  343 I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A4  S I X T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  F I R S T  S E S S I O N5 A  B I L L6 F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  s t a t e  l a n d  w i t h d r a w n  f r o m  m i n e r a l7 l o c a t i o n  o r  m i n i n g . "8 B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :9 *  S e c t i o n  1 .  A S  3 8 . 0 5 . 1 8 5  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s u b s e c t i o n s  t o  r e a d :10 ( d )  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  s u b m i t  a  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e11 a n d  t o  t h e  g o v e r n o r  w i t h i n  t h e  f i r s t  10 d a y s  o f  t h e  c o n v e n i n g  o f  e a c h12 r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  d e t a i l i n g  t h e  s t a t e  l a n d  c l o s e d  t o13 m i n e r a l  l o c a t i o n  a n d  m i n i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e v i o u s  c a l e n d a r  y e a r .  T h e14 r e p o r t  s h a l l  i n c l u d e15 ( 1 )  t h e  k n o w n  r e s o u r c e  v a l u e s  o f  t h e  a r e a ;16 ( 2 )  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  c l o s u r e ;17 ( 3 )  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h e  c l o s u r e ;  a n d18 ( 4 )  t h e  l e g a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  l a n d  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e19 c l o s u r e .20 ( e )  E a c h  a r e a  c l o s e d  u n d e r  ( a )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  r e m a i n s  c l o s e d  t o21 m i n e r a l  l o c a t i o n  a n d  m i n i n g  u n t i l  t h e  c c m m i s s i o n e r  i s s u e s  a n  o r d e r22 a l t e r i n g  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  l a n d  o r  u n t i l  t h e  c l o s u r e  i s  d i s a p p r o v e d  b y23 a c t  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a n  a c t  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e24 d i s a p p r o v i n g  a  c l o s u r e  b y  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  m ay b y25 r e s o l u t i o n  m a k e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  t o  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o n  f u t u r e  m a n a g e -26 m e n t  o f  t h e  a r e a  i n v o l v e d .27 ( f )  E a c h  r e p o r t  p r e p a r e d  u n d e r  ( d )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  t h a t  r e p o r t s28 o n  a n  a r e a  o f  mo>e t h a n  5 , 1 2 0  a c r e s  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  a  m i n e r a l  a s s e s s m e n t29 r e p o r t  f o r  t h e  a r e a .

SB0034a - 1 -  SB 34



1 (g) Every 10 years, the commissioner shall submit a report to

2 the governor and the legislature concerning state land that is at that

3 time withdrawn from mineral location or mining, including state land

4 withdrawn from multiple use by the legislature. The commissioner may

5 make recommendations in each report regarding existing closures of

6 state land.

7 * Sec. 2. Notwithstanding the 10-year interval required under AS 38.-

8 05.185(g), as enacted by sec. I of this Act, the first report to the gover-

9 nor and legislature under that subsection shall be delivered to the legis- 

0 lature five years after the effective date of this Act.

SB 34 S30034a
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I n t r o d u c e d :  1 / 9 / 8 9R e f e r r e d :  R e s o u r c e s  a n d  F i n a n c e 6 -02 9 5A
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M u l t i p l e  U s e  o f  
F o r e s t l a n d s

A  Position of tho Society of 

American Foresters’

'Approved by the Council of the Society of American 
Foresters, November 14, 1983, Originally adopted 
on June 25, 1973, and subsequently renewed on 
Sep’ember I, 1977, and November 20, 1980. A po­
sition of the Society of American Foresters expires 
three years after the date of its adoption unless, 
after thorough review, its continuance is approved.

m  'T o r e s t s  o c c u p y  s o m e  3 / 4  b i l-  

C J  l io n  a c r e s ,  o r  1 /3  o f  th e  la n d  

a r e a  o f  th e  U n it e d  S t a t e s .  

J L .  D e m a n d s  o n  f o r e s t la n d s  f o r  

g o o d s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  a r e  in c r e a s in g  

r a p id ly  a n d  a r e  e x p e c t e d  to  in c r e a s e  

s t i l l  f a s t e r  in  th e  f h t u r e .  C o n f l i c t s  in  

u s e  h a v e  b e c o m e  a c c e n tu a te d  in  r e ­

c e n t  y e a r s  b y  r e q u e s t s  to  a d m in is t r a ­

t i v e ,  l e g i s la t i v e ,  a n d  j u d i c i a l  b o d ie s  

to  in f lu e n c e  a n d  re g u la t e  p u b l ic  a n d  

p r iv a te  fo r e s t  m a n a g e m e n t . S u c h  c o n ­

f l ic t s  a r e  e s p e c ia l ly  s h a r p  w h e r e  in ­

te re s t  g ro u p s  b e l ie v e  th a t  th e  u s e  d e ­

m a n d s  o f  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p s  

c o m p e te  w it h  t h e i r  o w n .

Diversity of Use Demands on 
Forestlands

F o r e s t s  r e c e iv e ,  s t o r e ,  a n d  m a k e  

a v a i la b le  m o s t  o f  th e  n a t io n ’s u s a b le  

w a te r . T h e y  s a t i s f y  th e  n a t io n ’s r e ­

q u ire m e n t s  f o r  w o o d — a m a jo r ,  r e ­

n e w a b le ,  a n d  h ig h ly  v e r s a t i l e  r a w  

m a t e r ia l .  F o r e s t  v e g e t a t io n  s t a b i l i z e s  

s o i l ,  h a s  a  m o d e ra t in g  e f f e c t  o n  lo c a l  

c l im a t e ,  r e d u c e s  s o u n d  a n d  a i r  p o l lu ­

ta n t s , a n d  h e lp s  m a in ta in  a t m o s p h e r ic  

o x y g e n - c a r b o n  d i o x i d e  b a la n c e s .  

R e c r e a t io n ,  e n c o m p a s s in g  a  w id e  v a ­

r ie t y  o f  in d iv id u a l  a n d  g r o u p  a c t i v i ­

t ie s ,  h a s  b e c o m e  a  m a jo r  u s e  o f  fo r ­

e s t la n d s . F o r e s t s ,  a n d  th e  s t r e a m s  a n d  

la k e s  th e y  h e lp  to  s u s t a in ,  p r o v id e  th e  

h a b ita t  f o r  w i l d l i f e  a n d  f i s h ,  w h ic h  

a r e  a ls o  m a jo r , r e n e w a b le  r e s o u r c e s .  

F o r e s t la n d s  p r o v id e  fo r a g e  to  h e lp  

fe e d  b r o w s in g  w i l d l i f e  a n d  d o m e s t ic  

l i v e s t o c k .  S o m e  fo r e s t la n d s  a r e  a n  

im p o r t a n t  s o u r c e  o f  m in e r a ls ,  a n d  

o th e r s  p r o v id e  s p a c e  f o r  u t i l i t y  l in e r . ,  

t r a n s p o r t a t io n  c o r r id o r s ,  r e s e r v o i r t , ,  

a n d  o th e r  la n d - c o n s u m in g  u s e s .

What Multiple Use Is
In c r e a s in g  d e m a n d s  o n  l im it e d  fo r ­

e s t la n d s  c a n  b e  m e t w it h  c o o r d in a t io n  

o f  u s e s  o n  s p e c i f i c  a r e a s .  F o r e s t e r s  

h a v e  d e v e lo p e d  a n d  a p p l ie d  th e  c o n ­

c e p t  o f  m u lt ip le  u s e  w h e r e b y  la n d  is  

m a n a g e d  f o r  a  v a r ie t y  o f  p u rp o s e s  

th a t u t i l i z e ,  w ith o u t  im p a i r m e n t ,  th e  

c a p a b i l i t ie s  o f  th e  la n d  to  m e e t  d i f f e r ­

e n t  d e m a n d s  s im u lt a n e o u s ly .  P r o p e r ly  

im p le m e n te d , m u lt ip le  u s e  s u s t a in s

p ro d u c t io n  a n d  a v o id s  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  

d e t e r io r a t io n . T h e  m u lt ip lc - u s e  s t r a t ­

e g y  t a k e s  e f f e c t iv e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  c a p a ­

b i l i t ie s  o f  d iv e r s e  p o r t io n -  of  a  f o r e s t  

to  m e e t  b o th  c u r r e n t  a n d  p r o je c t e d  d e ­

m a n d s .

M a n y  b e n e f i t s  a c c r u e  o n  a  f o r e s t  

r e g a r d le s s  o f  th e  m a n a g e m e n t  s t r a t ­

e g y  e m p lo y e d . F o r  e x a m p le ,  a  f o r e s t  

m a n a g e d  e x c lu s iv e ly  f o r  r e c r e a t io n  

c a n  p r o v id e  w a t e r , c l im a t i c ,  a n d  w i l d ­

l i f e  b e n e f i t s .  S im i l a r l y ,  o n e  m a n a g e d  

e x c lu s iv e ly  f o r  t im b e r  c a n  p r o v id e  

w a t e r ,  c l i m a t i c ,  w i l d l i f e ,  a n d  r e c r e a ­

t io n  b e n e f i t s .  I t  is  e x t r e m e ly  d i f f i c u l t  

to  v i s u a l i z e  a n y  e x c lu s iv e  f o r e s t  u s e  

th a t  d o e s  n o t  a ls o  p r o v id e  o t h e r  b e n e ­

f i t s .  T h e  s u p p ly  o f  f o r e s t la n d s  is  i n ­

a d e q u a te  to  m e e t  a l l  d e m a n d s , b u t  th e  

m u lt ip le - u s e  s t r a t e g y  n o r m a l l y  p r o ­

v id e s  th e  la r g e s t  s u m  o f  s o c i a l ,  e c o ­

n o m ic ,  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  b e n e f :* 1?.

Who Plans and Manages for 
Multiple Use?

U s e  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  f o r e s t la n d s  

a n d  fo r e s t  r e s o u r c e s  a r e  d e t e r m in e d  

in  la rg e  m e a s u r e  b y  th e  o b je c t i v e s ,  

p o l i c ie s ,  a n d  m e a n s  o f  th e  la n d o w n e r ,  

w h e th e r  th e  p e o p le  o f  a  p o l i t ic a l  u n i t ,  

s h a r e h o ld e r s  o f  a  c o r p o r a t io n ,  o r  a n  

in d iv id u a l .  U s e s  s h o u ld  b e  p r o f e s ­

s io n a l l y  p la n n e d , a n d  a l l  p la n n in g  

s h o u ld  c o n s id e r  a l l  p o te n t ia l  c a p a b i l i ­

t ie s  to  m e e t  d i f f e r e n t  d e m a n d s  o n  a 

s u s ta in e d  b a s is ;  c o m p a t ib i l i t y  a m o n g  

u s e s ;  a n d  c o s t s  a n d  b e n e f it s  o f  d i f f e r ­

e n t  u s e  c o m b in a t io n s  o v e r  a  p e r io d  o f  

t im e .  F o r e s t r y  p r o f e s s io n a l s  h a v e  

s p e c ia l  e d u c a t io n  a r id  e x p e r ie n c e  to  

d e t e rm in e  th e  n e t  b e n e f it s  th a t  fo r e s t s  

a r e  c a p a b le  o f  p r o d u c in g — in f o r m a ­

t io n  th a t is  b a s ic  to  th e  p la n n in g  o f  

u s e s .

P la n s  s h o u ld  in c o r p o r a t e  th e  la n d ­

o w n e r s '  o b je c t iv e s  a n d  s h o u ld  b e  

b a se d  o n  a c c u r a te  in f o r m a t io n  a b o u t  

th e  r e s o u r c e s  in v o lv e d .  P la n n in g  is  a 

c o n t i n u i n g  p r o c e s s ,  a n d  l a n d ­

o w n e r s — w h o  f o r  g o v e r n m e n t  la n d s  

in c lu d e  th e  g e n e r a l p u b l i c — s h o u ld  

p a r t i c i p a t e  a lo n g  w i t h  f o r e s t e r s .  

W h e n  p la n s  h a v e  b e e n  d e c id e d  o n , 

f o r e s t r y  p r o fe s s io n a ls  s h o u ld  im p le ­

m e n t  th e m  b y  p r e s c r ib in g  a n d  s u p e r ­



vising the necessary specific prac­
tices.

How Multiple Use Is 
Implemented

In  app licat ion , the multiple-use 
concept involves managing a specific 
forest area for various benefits and 
may result in (1) exclusive use on 
some portions, (2) the emergence of 
primary and secondary uses on other 
portions, and (3) a general-use cate­
gory where no one use justifies spe­
c if ic designation. An exclusive use is 
one for which an area is reserved and 
managed for one purpose, with other 
managed uses excluded. A  primary 
use is one for wh ich an area is pre­
dominantly managed but permits sec­
ondary managed uses. A  secondary 
use is a managed use other than that 
for which the land area is predomi­
nantly managed. An incidental use is 
one for which a forest is not deliber­
ately managed, but wh ich occurs au­
tomatically. In  the general-use cate­
gory, forestlands are deliberately 
managed for specified objectives, but 
no assignment o f  priorities is made.

Much of the forestland managed 
under . multiple-use concept is in  a 
general-use category, because com­

patibility at existing levels o f  demand 
does not require the designation o f 
primary or exclusive us s. However, 
lands in the general-use category are 
often considered to be recreation 
lands by recreation interests, w i ld l ife  
habitat by w i ld l ife  interests, water­
shed lands by water interests, mineral 
lands by m in ing interests, and timber- 
lands by timber interests. As demands 
increase and conflicts arise, establish­
ing land-use pr ior it ies becomes a 
valuable procedure for implementing 
the multiple-use concept. Priorities 
should be based on the objectives and 
needs of the landowner, reviewed pe­
r iod ica l ly , and, where necessary, 
changed to reflect changing condi­
t ions o f  resources and chang ing  
needs.

Establishing Use Priorities
Use limitations are often estab­

lished on public forestlands by leg is­
lation, as for wilderness areas or 
parks. Priorities on both public and 
private forestlands administered un­
der the multiple-use concept (exclu­
sive use, primary use, or secondary 
use) are generally determined by the 
land administrators or managers, 
governed by the objectives and po l i ­

cies o f  the landowner. When substan­
tial doubt or controversy arises, these 
priorities may best be decided by the 
landowners themselves. When land­
owners establish pr io r it ie s , they 
should consider the knowledge of for­
estry professionals as to land capabil­
ities and the degree o f compatibil ity 
among uses at various levels of de­
mand.

Accomplishing the Objectives of
/Sr̂ —»«/>»I» (•»» ww ■ »■ ,.«U *» «IV(

In  applying the multiple-use con­
cept, primary and secondary uses 
emerge on specific portions of fores' 
areas. The expertise of forestry pro­
fessionals is required to determine, 
w ith in the objectives of ownership, 
wh ich is the primary use; how it can 
best be implemented; and, where de­
sirable, how it can be modified to ac­
commodate secondary and incidental 
uses. To best accomplish the objec­
tives o f the landowner, multiple-use 
forestlands—whether managed for 
exclusive, primary, and secondary 
uses, or left in a general-use cate­
gory—should be managed for the 
greatest sum o f net benefits over 
time. ■
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O n e  p r e t t y  s u r e  w a y  t o  ig n it e  l i v e l y  a c t  o f  c a r r y in g  o u t  t h is  f u n c t io n  is  o f t e n

d e b a t e  a m o n g s t  v a r i o u s  g r o u p s  o f  

A l a s k a n s  is  to  b r in g  u p  th e  s u b je c t  o f  

d e v e lo p m e n t  v e r s u s  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  

A l a s k a ’s f is h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t .  I  k n o w  

t h is  is  th e  c a s e  s in c e  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  

F i s h  a n d  G a m e  c o n s i s t e n t l y  f in d s  i t s e l f  

s q u a r e iy  in  t h e  m id d le  o f  t h e  p e r p e t u a l  

c o n t r o v e r s y  s u r r o j n d i n g  d e v e lo p m e n t  

a n d  h a b i t a t  p r o t e c t io n .  D e v e lo p m e n t  i n ­

t e r e s t s  o f t e n  c l a i m  t h a t  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  

is  a n t id e v e lo p m e n t  a n d  to o  p ro te c t io n is t -  

o r ie n t e d .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  w e  a r e  f r e ­

q u e n t ly  c r i t i c i z e d  b y  th e  u s e rs  o f  f i s h  a n d  

w i ld l i f e  a n d  th e  e n v ir o n m e n t a l  c o m m u n i­

t y  f o r  n o t  b e in g  v ig o r o u s  e n o u g h  in  th e  

d e fe n s e  o f  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  is  

n o t  a n t id e v e lo p m e n t ,  b u t  w e  a r e  s t r o n g ­

ly  p r o  f is h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  a n d ,  th e r e fo r e ,  

h a b i t a t .  T h a t  is  o u r  jo b ,  a n d  it  i s  a  m a n ­

d a t e  t h a t  is  u n iq u e  to  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  

F i s h  a n d  G a m e . A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  T i t l e  16 

d e f in e s  th e  f u n c t io n s  o f  t h e  C o m m i s ­

s io n e r  o f  th e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  

G a m e  a n d  th e  d u t ie s  o f  th e  d e p a r t m e n t .  

T h e s e  a re  to : " m a n a g e , p ro te c t , m a in t a in ,  

im p r o v e ,  a n d  e x t e n d  t h e  f i s h ,  g a m e , a n d  

a q u a t i c  p la n t  r e s o u r c e s  o f  th e  s ta te  in  th e  

in t e r e s t  o f  th e  e c o n o m y  a n d  t h e  g e n e r a l  

w e l l - b e in g  o f  t i ie  s t a t e !’ I t  is  c le a r  t h a t  

t h o s e  d u t ie s  g o  w e l l  b e y o n d  s im p ly  d e a l ­

in g  w i t h  h a b it a t  i s s u e s ,  b u t  i t  is  a l s o  c le a r  

t h a t  c a r r y in g  o u t  t h o s e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  

w o u ld  b e  im p o s s ib le  w i t h o u t  a s s u r in g  

t h a t  th e  h a b it a t s  w h ic h  a r e  e s s e n t ia l  to  th e  

p r o d u c t io n  o f  f i s h  a n d  w i ld l i f e  a re  m a in ­

t a in e d  a n d  p r o t e c t e d .

C o n t r a r y  to  p o p u la r  b e l ie f ,  th e  D e p a r t ­

m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  h a s  v e r y  fe w  p e r ­

m it t in g  a u t h o r i t ie s  t h a t  g o v e r n  la n d  a n d  

w a t e r  u se  d e v e lo p m e n t . W h a t  w e  d o  h a v e  

is  a n  o b lig a t io n  to  b r in g  to  th e  e x p l ic i t  a t ­

t e n t io n  o f  la n d  a n d  w a t e r  m a n a g e r s ,  b e  

t h e y  s ta te  o r  fe d e ra l  a g e n c ie s ,  a l l  o f  th e  

e x p e r t i s e  a n d  in f o r m a t io n  w e  h a v e  w i t h  

re g a r d  to  th e  p o t e n t ia l  im p a c t  o n  f is h  a n d  

w i l d l i f e  p r o d u c t io n  f o r  a n y  p r o p o s e d  

d e v e lo p m e n t  a c t i v i t y  w h ic h  in t r u d e s  i n ­

to  t h e  h a b i t a t  o f  f i s h  a n d  w i ld l i f e .  W e  

m u s t  id e n t i f y  t h e  t r a d e - o f f s  a n d  p ro p o s e  

m it ig a t in g  s t ip u la t io n s  w h ic h  a r c  in t e n d ­

e d  to  a l lo w  a  p r o je c t  to  g o  f o r w a r d  a n d  

a t  t h e  s a m e  t im e  m in im iz e  th e  im p a c t  o n  

th e  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t .  S i m p l y  th e

v ie w e d  b y  s o m e  in t e r e s t s  a s  b e in g  a n t i ­

d e v e lo p m e n t .  I t  i s  n o t ,  n o r  is  i t  in t e n d e d  

to  b e ; b u t  i t  is  o u r  m a n d a t e  a n d  w e  d o  n o t  

in t e n d  to  a b r o g a t e  t h a t  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  

w h ic h  is  d e f in e d  f o r  u s  u n d e r  t h e  la w .

T h e  s o c ia l  a n d  e c o n o m ic  w e l l- b e in g  o f  

t h e  p e o p le  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  is  

d e p e n d e n t  o n  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  a n d  

u t i l i z a t io n  o f  a l l  o u r  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  I t  

is  t h e  p o l ic y  o f  t h e  s ta te  to  d e v e lo p  th e s e  

o t h e r  r e s o u r c e s  w h i le  a t  t h e  s a m e  t im e  

p r e s e r v i n g  t h e  p r o d u c t i v i t y  o f  o u r  

r e n e w a b le  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  r e s o u r c e s  

w h ic h  a ls o  h a v e  t r e m e n d o u s  e c o n o m ic ,  

s o c i a l ,  a n d  c u l t u r a l  v a lu e . S o m e  m a y  se e  

th e s e  a s  tw o  m u t u a l l y  e x c lu s iv e  o b je c ­

t iv e s .  F o r t u n a t e ly ,  in  m o s t  c a s e s ,  it  d o e s  

n o t  h a v e  to  b e  t h a t  w a y . I t  is  t r u e  th e re  

w i l l  b e  t h e  r a r e  o c c a s i o n  w h e n  t h e  

p o l ic y m a k e r s  w i l l  h a v e  to  c h o o s e  to  t r a d e  

o f f  t o t a l l y  f i s h  o r  w i ld l i f e  a g a in s t  s o m e  

d e v e lo p m e n t  p r o je c t — a n  a l l  o r  n o t h in g  

s i t u a t io n .  W e  h a v e  f o u n d ,  h o w e v e r , t h a t  

t h is  is  th e  e x c e p t io n  r a t h e r  t h a n  th e  r u le .  

T h e  o t h e r  e x t re m e  a ls o  s e ld o m  e x is t s .  B y  

t h a t  I  m e a n  w e  s e ld o m  f in d  a  d e v e lo p ­

m e n t  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  h a s  a b s o lu t e ly  n o  im ­

p a c t  o n  th e  h a b it a t  a n d  f i s h  a n d  w i ld l i f e  

p r o d u c t io n .  M o s t  o f  th e  l im e  w e  c a n  p la n  

a  d e v e lo p m e n t  p r o je c t  a n d  s t ip u la t e  h o w  

i t  c a n  b e  u n d e r t a k e n  to  m it ig a t e  t h e  im ­

p a c t  o n  th e  h a b i t a t .  S o m e t im e s  w e  c a n  

id e n t i f y  w a y s  to  e n g m e e 'r  a  d e v e lo p m e n t  

p r o je c t  o r  e x t r a c t  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  in  

w a y s  t h a t  p ro te c t  t h e  h a b it a t  a n d  d o  n o t  

in c r e a s e  t h e  c o s t s  o f  t h e  d e v e lo p e r  o r  i n ­

c r e a s e  t h e  c o s t  o f  p r o d u c t io n  o f  t h e  

n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e  b e in g  e x t r a c t e d . O f t e n ,  

t h e  m it ig a t io n  m e a s u r e s  o r  t h e  s t ip u la ­

t io n s  a p p e n d e d  to  a  d e v e lo p m e n t  p r o je c t  

d o  in c r e a s e t h e  c o s t  to  th e  d e v e lo p e r  o r  

th e  p r o d u c e r  o f  th e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e . Y e t , 

w i t h in  I jm i t s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  it c a n  b e  a r g u e d  

t h a t  s u c h  in c re a s e d  c o s t s  a re  ju s t i f i e d  a n d  

le g i t im a t e  in  p r o t e c t in g  th e  b ro a d  s o c ia l  

in t e r e s t s  a n d  t h e  in t e r e s t s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  o f  

t h o s e  w h o  u s e  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  a n d  a r c  

e c o n o m ic a l l y ,  s o c i a l l y ,  a n d  c u l t u r a l l y  

d e p e n d e n t  o n  t h o s e  u s e s .

W h a t  is  f a i r  a n d  r e a s o n a b le  a n d  in  th e  

b ro a d  p u b l ic  in te re s t  r e la t iv e  to  th e  t r a d e ­

o f f s  t h a t  h a v e  to  b e  m a d e  to  d e v e lo p  o u r

m . ,

n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  o t h e r  t h a n  f i s h  a n d  

w i ld l i f e ,  a s  o p p o s e d  to  a b s o lu t e  p r e s e r ­

v a t io n  o f  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t ,  is  

s o m e t h in g  t h a t  m u s t  b e  d e c id e d  in  a  

n u m b e r  o f  p u b l ic  p o l ic y  a r e n a s .  T h e s e  in ­

c lu d e  t h e  S t a t e  L e g is la t u r e ,  t h e  F e d e r a l  

C o n g r e s s ,  a n d  s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  

r e g u la t o r y  a g e n c ie s .  W e , in  t h e  D e p a r t ­

m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e , a re  a  p a r t i c ip a n t  

i n  t h o s e  p u b l i c  p o l i c y  c h o i c e s .  B y  

le g is la t iv e  m a n d a t e ,  w e  a r e  o b l ig a t e d  to  

b r in g  a l l  o f  th e  in f o r m a t io n  a n d  t e c h n ic a l  

r e s o u r c e s  t h a t  w e  h a v e  in t o  t h o s e  f o r u m s  

to  d e s c r ib e  f o r  th e  p o l ic y m a k e r s  w h a t  w e  

b e lie v e  t h e  t r a d e - o f f s  a r e  a n d  w a y s  t h a t  

w e  c a n  id e n t i f y  to  p ro te c t  th e  p r o d u c t iv i t y  

o f  th e  f i s h  a n d  w i ld l i f e  h a b it a t .  U n le s s  w e  

p ro te c t  t h e  h a b i t a t ,  w e  a r e  n o t  d o in g  o u r  

j o b ;  a n d  h e re , a t  th e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  

a n d  G a m e , w e  t a k e  o u r  j o b  s e r io u s ly .

D o n  IV. Collin swo rl/i is C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  

A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  C a m e .
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S B  46'9 -  O b s t r u c t i o n  o r  h i n d r a n c e  o f  l a w f u l  

h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g  o r  t r a p p i n g

D A T E : M a r c h  1 4 ,  1 9 9 0

S e n a t e  B i l l  4 6 9  w o u l d  p r o h i b i t  t h e  i n t e n t i o n a l  

o b s t r u c t i o n  o r  h i n d r a n c e  o f  l a w f u l  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g  o r  

t r a p p i n g .

H a r a s s m e n t  b y  a n t i - h u n t i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s  

o c c u r s  f r e q u e n t l y  i n  t h e  l o w e r  4 8  a n d  C a n a d a .  C u r r e n t l y  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  3 5  s t a t e s  h a v e  e n a c t e d  l a w s  p r o h i b i t i n g  h u n t e r  

h a r a s s m e n t .

A s  w a s  a n t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 8 0 ’s ,  h a r a s s m e n t  i s  

b e c o m i n g  a  s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m  h e r e  i n  A l a s k a  a s  w e l l .  T h i s  p a s t  

O c t o b e r  t h e  1 9 8 9  S u b s i s t e n c e  C o n f e r e n c e ,  s p o n s o r e d  b y  t h e  

R u r a l  A l a s k a  C o m m u n i t y  A c t i o n  P r o g r a m  ( R u r A l  C A P )  a n d  t h e  

A l a s k a  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  N a t i v e s ,  f o c u s e d  o n  h u n t e r  h a r a s s m e n t  a s  

a  t h r e a t  t o  s u b s i s t e n c e  h u n t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  A  s p e c i f i c  

i n c i d e n t  o c c u r r i n g  o n  t h e  P r i b i l o f  I s l a n d s  d u r i n g  f u r  s e a l  

h a r v e s t s  w a s  c i t e d  a s  a n  e x a m p l e  o f  h a r a s s m e n t  t h a t  t h r e a t e n s  

a  w a y  o f  l i f e  f o r  m a n y  A l a s k a n s  a n d  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  

c o n t i n u e .

S i m i l a r  b i l l s  h a v e  b e e n  i n t r o d u c e d  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  i n  t h e  

L e g i s l a t u r e  s i n c e  1 9 8 3 .  T w o  o f  t h o s e  b i l l s  w e r e  a p p r o v e d  b y  

b o t h  t h e  H o u s e  a n d  S e n a t e  i n  1 9 8 3  a n d  1 9 8 4  b u t  w e r e  v e t o e d ;  

h o w e v e r ,  c o n c e r n s  a n d  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  w e r e  r a i s e d  i n  p a s t  y e a r s  

h a v e  b e e n  a d e q u a t e l y  a d d r e s s e d  i n  S B  4 6 9 .

I  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  t o  t a k e  p o s i t i v e  a c t i o n  i n  

p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  v a l u e d  a n d  t r a d i t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  h u n t i n g ,  

f i s h i n g  a n d  t r a p p i n g  i n  A l a s k a  b y  s u p p o r t i n g  S e n a t e  B i l l  4 6 9 .  

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

J ^ i a t e  ^ C e g t s l a iu r a
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F I S C A L  IM PACT: S  N O N E □  F ISCA L  NOTE ATTACHED
B A C K G R O U N O I L E G l S L A T I V E  i n t e n t

S B  4 6 9  w o u l d  p r o h i b i t  t h e  h a r a s s m e n t  o f  p e r s o n s  l e g a l l y  e n g a g e s  i n  h u n t i n g  

f i s h i n g ,  o r  t r a p p i n g ,  a n d  b y  i n f e r e n c e ,  t h e  d i s t u r b a n c e  o f  e q u i p m e n t  u s e d  i 

h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  a n d  t r a p p i n g .  S i m i l a r  l e g i s l a t i o n  w a s  v e t o e d  b y  G o v e r n o  

S h e f f i e l d  i n  1 9 8 3  a n d  1 9 8 4 ,  a n d  i n  1 9 8 6  a n d  1 9 8 8  f u r t h e r  a t t e m p t s  f a i l e d  t o  p a s  

b o t h  b o d i e s  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .

A N A L Y S I S  O F  B I L L P F C G R A M  E F F E C T S

T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  h a v e  n o  f i s c a l  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  W i l d l i f  

C o n s e r v a t i o n .  W i t h  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  a c t i v i t y  o f  a n t i - t r a p p i n g  a n d  h u n t i n g  a d v o c a t e  j 

i n  A l a s k a ,  t h i s  l a w  c o u l d  b e  h e l p f u l  i n  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  p r i v i l e g e s  o f  t h o s e  l e g a l l y  

p u r s u i n g  c o n s u m p t i v e  u s e  o f  w i l d l i f e  r e s o u r c e s .  3 5  o t h e r  s t a t e s  h a v e  s u c h  l a w s .

A M E N D M E N T S  P R O P O S E D

N o n e
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1 9 8 9  S u b s i s t e n c e

M ig r a t o r y  B i r d s  in  W e s t e r n  A la s k a

T h e  sop ic o t  m o r a t o r y  b ird s  w a s  the  fo c u s  o f  th e  n ex t s p e a k e r . J a c k  
I ' .  W i l l i a m s ,  S r .  o f  M e k o r v u k .  C h u c k  H u n t in te rp re te d  f o r  h im . A s  
M r . W i l l i a m s  w a s  g ro w  ing  up . th e re  w e re  v e r y  m a n y  d u c k s  a n d  g e e se . 
H e  n e v e r  h e a rd  o f  w a te r fo w  I s p o r t  h u n t in g  at th a t t im e , n o r  w e re  th e re  
sh o tg u n s . T h e y  u se d  b o w s  a n d  a r r o w s  w h e n  h u n t in g  w a te r fo w l.

T h e  W a te r fo w  l C o n s e r v a t io n  C o m m is s io n , c h a ir e d  by  M r . W i l l i a m s ,  
o r ig in a te d  in  1 9 8 4 . T h e  m a in  p u rp o s e  o f  th e  W C C  is to  w o r k  w ith  the  
U S F W S  and  o th e rs  to  h e lp  p e o p le  in  th e  v i l la g e s  o f  the Y - K  D e lt a  d e a l 
w ith  the is su e  o f  w a te r fo w l p o p u la t io n  d e c lin e s .

A n im a l  R ig h t s  G r o u p s  T h r e a t e n  S u b s i s t e n c e  L i f e s t y le s

T h e  p a n e l o n  " T h re a t s  to  O u r  W a y  o f  L i f e  - T h e  A n im a l R ig h ts  
A g e n d a "  w a s  n e x t . L a r r y  M e r c u l ie f f .  C o m m is s io n e r  o f  th e  A la s k a  
D e p a rtm e n t o f  C o m m e rc e  a n d  E c o n o m ic  D e v e lo p m e n t , a n d  D a v g  
M on tu re  o f  In d ig e n o u s  S u r v iv a l In te rn a t io n a l in  C a n a d a  w e re  th e  
sp e a k e rs .

M r . M e r c u l ie f f  s h o w e d  a  v id e o  d e p ic t in g  a n im a l r ig h ts  p ro te c t io n is ts  
h a ra s s in g  N a t iv e s  o n  th e  P r i b i l o f  Is la n d s , b e c au se  o f  th e ir u se  o f  f u r  
s e a L  f o r  s u b s is te n c e . H is  fo c u s  w a s  o n  s tra te g ie s  a n d  ta c tic s  u sed  b y  
the a n im a l r ig h ts  g r o u p s , th e i r  e f fe c t  o n  a b o r ig in a l p e o p le , a n d  w h a t 
c an  be  d o n e  a b o u t it . " W h a t  h a p p e n e d  in  th e  P r ib i lo f s  a re  e x a c t ly  th e  
sam e  th ings th a t w i l l  b e  fo c u s e d  o n  th ro u g h o u t A la s k a , th ro u g h o u t th e  
e n t i re  N o r th e rn  H e m is p h e re , a n d  th ro u g h o u t the w h o le  w o r ld . "  d u e  to  
th e  a c t iv it ie s  o f  th e  a n im a l r ig h ts  g ro u p s .

D a v e  M o n tu re  d e s c r ib e d  in d ig e n o u s  S u r v iv a l In te rn a t io n a l as  an  
o rg a n iz a t io n  b o m  in  19 8 4  as a  d ire c t  re s u lt  o f  th e  D en e  p e o p le  in 
C a n a d a 's  N o r th w e s t  T e r r i t o r ie s  b e c o m in g  v e r y  c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t a new- 
w a v e  o f  a " c o lo n i a l  a tt itu d e  f r o m  the  S o u th ,"  - -  p e o p le  o rg a n iz in g  w ith  
t rem e n d ou s  re s o u rc e s  in  a m a n n e r  w h ic h  w o u ld  p ro v e  to  b e  a  g rea t 
th re a t to  D e n e  p la n s  f o r  s e lf -d e t e rm in a t io n  an d  la n d  c la im  se t t lem en ts  
in th e  N o r th w e s t T e r r i t o r ie s .

" W e ' r e  n o t d e a lin g  w ith  p e o p le  w ith  the s a m e  sen se  o f  e th ic s  o r  
fa i rn e s s , b u t w e 're  d e a lin g  w ith  p e o p le  w ith  a n e w  z e a l, a  new  r e lig io n  
fo r u r b a n  W e s te rn  m a n ."  M o n tu r e s a id . IS I -C a n a d a  h a s  jo in e d  w ith  the 
B r it is h  M u s e u m  to  p ro d u c e  " T h e  L iv in g  A r c t i c . "  a h ig h ly  s u c c e s s fu l 
m a jo r e x h ib i t i o n  in  L o n d o n . E n g la n d  d e s ig n e d  to e d u c a te  th e  p u b lic  o n  
a b o r ig in a l l i fe s t y le s .

I n  C o n c lu s io n

T h e  a f t e rn o o n  s e s s io n  c o m m e n c e d  w ith  w o rk s h o p s  o n  “ M a r in e  
M a m m a ls . "  " T i t le  V I I I  o f  A N IL C A . "  a n d  th e  “ A n im a l R ig h ts  
M o v e m e n t ."  T h e  fa c i l i t a to r s  o f  th ese  s e s s io n s  re p o r te d  b a c k  to  the 
g e n e ra l a s s e m b ly  f o l lo w in g  th e  w o rk s h o p s .

T h e  A r . im a l R ig h t s  M o v e m e n t  w o rk s h o p  p a r t ic ip a n ts  f i r s t  v ie w e d  a 
f i lm  o n  s t ra te g ie s  a n d  the la c k  o f  e th ic s  in  the a n im a l r ig h ts  c o m m u n ity , 
s p e c i f ic a l ly  in  th e  N a t iv e  s e a l c am p a ig n . It w a s  c o n c lu d e d  th at a n im a l 
r ig h ts  g r o u p s  p o s e  a  l i fe - th re a te n in g  s itu a t io n  to  o u r  p e o p le , n o t o n ly  
in  th e i r  m e th o d s  o f  f i r e -b o m b s , bu t in a c tu a l c a s e s  o f  te e n a g e rs  
c o m m it t in g  s u ic id e  in  c o m m u n it ie s  w h e re  sea l s u b s is te n c e  is b e in g  cu t 
o f f .  th e re b y  d r a s t ic a l ly  a lt e r in g  t r a d it io n a l l i f e s t y le s .

T h e  M a r in e  M a m m a ls  w o rk s h o p  ad d re s s e d  th e  f iv e  s p e c ie s  o f  s e a ls  
in  A la s k a ,  sea  o t te r , w a lru s , b e lu g a  w h a le , a n d  p o la r  b e a r . T h e  
p a r t ic ip a n ts  le a rn e d  that th e re  a re  9 0 0 .0 0 0  fu r  s e a ls  t o d a y , a n d  the 
p o p u la t io n  m a y  h a v e  le v e le d  o f f .  T h e  F ish  &  W i ld l i f e  p r o g ra m  o n  
w a lru s  in c lu d e s  a m a n a g em en t p la n  f o r  w a lru s , m o n i t o r in g  p o p u la t io n s , 
m o n i t o r in g  h a rv e s t , a n d  h ab ita t p ro te c t io n .

T h e  A la s k a  S e a  O t te r  C o m m is s io n  w as fo rm e d  in  1 9 8 8 . T h e  
C o m m is s io n  is  v e r y  c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t a  p ro p o s e d  ru le  b y  th e  F is h  &. 
W i ld l i f e  S e rv ic e  to  re s tr ic t c o t ta g e  in d u s try  p ra c t ic e s  in v o lv in g  sea 
o t t e r  b y  A la s k a  N a t iv e s . T h e  C o m m is s io n  h a s  re c e n t ly  in it ia te d  a 
M e m o r a n d u m  o f  A g re e m e n t  w ith  F W S  w h ic h ,  a lo n g  w i th  a 
M a n a g e m e n t  P la n , w o u ld  a d d re s s  p ro b le m s  F W S  is  t r y in g  to  a n sw e r  
in  its p r o p o s e d  ru le .

Photo, Oy 0 »»kJ Haroonbetgh

p a j je  S

Dare Mom ore o f ISI-Canada deft) led a workshop on the threats that animal rights groups 
are posing to suhsistem e lifestyles. RurAL CAP attorney Erie Smith f below> e\plaining how 
ullages ran write their own lish and game regulations.

Co-Spon so red  by R u rA L  C A P  and AKN



M E M O R A N D U M

T O :  S e n a t o r  S t e v e  F r a n k

F R O M :  E d  G r o s s e r ,  D i r e c t o r  L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  

R E :  S 3  4 6 9  H u n t e r  H a r a s s m e n t

DATS: M a rch  1 3 ,  1 9 SO

T h e  A l a s k a  O u t d o o r  C o u n c i l  h a s  c o n t i n u a l l y  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  

p a s s a g e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  w i l l  p r o t e c t  i n d i v i d u a l s  e n g a g e d  

i n  l a w f u l  h a r v e s t i n g  o f  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  f r o m  u n d u e  

h a r a s s m e n t  b y  t h o s e  p e r s o n s  w h o  b e l i e v e  s u c h  p r a c t i c e s  s h o u l d  

b e  b a n n e d .

T h e r e  a r e  i n c r e a s i n g  i n c i d e n t s  o f  u n p r o v o k e d  a t t a c k s  b y  

i n d i v i d u a l s  o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  h a r v e s t  o f  w i l d l i f e  n a t i o n w i d e .  

T h e s e  t y p e s  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  n o t  i n  e v i d e n c e  h e r e  i n  A l a s k a  

u n t i l  r e c e n t l y ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  p a s t  e f f o r t s  t o  p r o t e c t  a n  

i n d i v i d u a l ' s  l e g a l  h a r v e s t  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  d e n i e d  b y  G o v e r n o r  

S h e f f i e l d ,  w h o  v e t o e d  t w o  d i f f e r e n t  p i e c e s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  

w h i c h  v c u l d  h a v e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  t h i s  v i t a l  g o a l .

T h i s  p a s t  y e a r ,  N a t i v e  p e o p l e s  i n  r e m o t e  a r e a s  o f  A l a s k a  

w e r e  h a r a s s e d  d u r i n g  t h e i r  a t t e m p t s  t o  h a r v e s t  m a r i n e  m a m m a l s  

w h i c h  t h e y  d e p e n d  u p o n  f o r  a  l i v e l i h o o d .  T h e s e  t y p e s  o f  

a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  n o  d o u b t  i n c r e a s e  a s  i n d i v i d u a l s  o p p o s e d  t o  

t h e  h a r v e s t  o f  w i l d l i f e  b e c o m e  b o l d e r  i n  t h e i r  a t t e m p t s  t o  

p h y s i c a l l y  h a r a s s  o r  p r e v e n t  l e g a l  h a r v e s t s  f r o m  t a k i n g  p l a c e .

T h e  p r o b l e m s  p o s e d  b y  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  b l a t a n t  a t t e m p t s  o f  

a n t i - h u n t e r s  f o r  l a w f u l  o u t d o o r s m e n  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  g r o w  i f  

w e  d o  n o t h i n g .  W e  f e e l  S B  4 6 9  i s  a  s t e p  i n  t h e  r i g h t  

d i r e c t i o n  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  p e r s o n s  l e g a l l y  e n g a g e d  i n  

w i l d l i f e  h a r v e s t s .  I n  o u r  o p i n i o n  i t  w i l l  g o  a l o n g  w a y  

t o w a r d  s o l v i n g  a n y  f u t u r e  p o t e n t i a l  c o n f l i c t s  b e t w e e n  u s e r  

g r o u p s  a n d  w i l l  h e l p  p r o t e c t  A m e r i c a ' s  o u t d o o r  h e r i t a g e .

A ffilia ted  w ith N a tio n a l R ille  A s so c ia t io n



ESKIMO WALRUS COMMISSION 
P.O. Box 940 

Nome, Alaska 99762

March 13, 1990

Senator Steve Frank 
P.O. Box V  
Juneau, A K  99811

FAX # 463-3378

Dear senator Frank:

The Eskimo Walrus Commission is supporting Senate Bill 469

.tor adoption by the State Legislature.

We believe that adopting this Senate Bill would not

infringe on those people that have a legitimate right to hunt,

trap and fish.

Sincerely/
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MEMORANDUM

D A T E :  M a r c h  1 3 ,  1 9 9 0

T O :  S e n a t o r  S t e v e  F r a n k

F R O M :  E d  G r a s s e r ,  D i r e c t o r  L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  

R E :  S B  4 6 9  H u n t e r  H a r a s s m e n t

T h e  A l a s k a  O u t d o o r  C o u n c i l  h a s  c o n t i n u a l l y  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  

p a s s a g e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  w i l l  p r o t e c t  i n d i v i d u a l s  e n g a g e d  

i n  l a w f u l  h a r v e s t i n g  c f  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  f r o m  u n d u e  

h a r a s s m e n t  b y  t h o s e  p e r s o n s  w h o  b e l i e v e  s u c h  p r a c t i c e s  s h o u l d  

b e  b a n n e d .

T h e r e  a r e  i n c r e a s i n g  i n c i d e n t s  o f  u n p r o v o k e d  a t t a c k s  b y  

i n d i v i d u a l s  o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  h a r v e s t  o f  w i l d l i f e  n a t i o n w i d e .  

T h e s e  t y p e s  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  n o t  i n  e v i d e n c e  h e r e  i n  A l a s k a  

u n t i l  r e c e n t l y ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  p a s t  e f f o r t s  t o  p r o t e c t  a n  

i n d i v i d u a l ' s  l e g a l  h a r v e s t  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  d e n i e d  b y  G o v e r n o r  

S h e f f i e l d ,  w h o  v e t o e d  t w o  d i f f e r e n t  p i e c e s  c f  l e g i s l a t i o n  

w h i c h  w o u l d  h a v e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  t h i s  v i t a l  g o a l .

T h i s  p a s t  y e a r ,  N a t i v e  p e o p l e s  i n  r e m o t e  a r e a s  o f  A l a s k a  

w e r e  h a r a s s e d  d u r i n g  t h e i r  a t t e m p t s  t o  h a r v e s t  m a r i n e  m a m m a l s  

w h i c h  t h e y  d e p e n d  u p o n  f o r  a  l i v e l i h o o d .  T h e s e  t y p e s  o f  

a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  n o  i o u b t  i n c r e a s e  a s  i n d i v i d u a l s  o p p o s e d  t o  

t h e  h a r v e s t  o f  w i l d l i f e  b e c o m e  b o l d e r  i n  t h e i r  a t t e m p t s  t o  

p h y s i c a l l y  h a r a s s  o r  p r e v e n t  l e g a l  h a r v e s t s  f r o n  t a k i n g  p l a c e .

T h e  p r o b l e m s  p o s e d  b y  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  b l a t a n t  a t t e m p t s  o f  

a n t i - h u n t e r s  f . r  l a w f u l  o u t d o o r s m e n  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  g r o w  i f  

w e  d o  n o t h i n g .  W e  f e e l  S B  4 6 9  i s  a  s t e p  i n  t h e  r i g h t  

d i r e c t i o n  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  p e r s o n s  l e g a l l y  e n g a g e d  i n  

w i l d l i f e  h a r v e s t s .  I n  o u r  o p i n i o n  i t  w i l l  g o  a l o n g  w a y  

t o w a r d  s o l v i n g  a n y  f u t u r e  p o t e n t i a l  c o n f l i c t s  b e t w e e n  u s e r  

g r o u p s  a n d  w i l l  h e l p  p r o t e c t  A m e r i c a ’s o u t d o o r  h e r i t a g e .

A ffilia ted  w ild  N a tio n a l R ilie  A s so c ia tio n



E S K I M O  W A L R U S  C O M M I S S I O N  

P . O .  B O X  9 4 8  

N o m e /  A l a s k a  9 9 7 6 2

16=57 RUSAL CAP ANCH

M a r c h  1 3 ,  1 9 9 0

S e n a t o r  S t e v e  F r a n k  

P . O .  B o x  V  

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

F A X  # 4 6 3 - 3 3 7 8

D e a r  S e n a t o r  F r a n k :

T h e  E s k i m o  W a l r u s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  s u p p o r t i n g  S e n a t e  B i l l  4 6 9

f o r  a d o p t i o n  b y  t h e  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e .

W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a d o p t i n g  t h i s  S e n a t e  B i l l  w o u l d  n o t

i n f r i n g e  o n  t h o s e  p e o p l e  t h a t  h a v e  a  l e g i t i m a t e  r i g h t  t o  h u n t ,

t r a p  a n d  f i s h .

S incerely/





B i l l / R e s o l u t i o n  H i s t o r y  0 5 :2 5  PH 05/16/90 Page 1B I U :  SB 472NAME:T IT L E :  "An A c t  a u t h o r i z i n g  moose f a r m i n g . "PRIME SPONSOR: COGHILL
FUNDING : SC00 GEHERAL(FNOTE) S000 OTHER(FNOTE)CURRENT STATUS: (H) RES STATUS DATE: 04/27/90

S e l e c t i o n sPF1 PF2 TT3 ------- PF5---- PF5----- PTE--------PF7 PF8 PF9 PF10 PF11 PF12HELP SUBJ EXIT HENU TEXT PRINT BWD FWD FIRST LAST QUITB i l l / R e s o l u t i o n  H i s t o r y  0 5 :2 5  PM 05/16/90 Page 1E I L L :  SB 472 NAME:T IT L E :  "An A c t  a u t h o r i z i n g  moose f a r m i n g . "PRIME SPONSOR: COGHILL
FUNDING :  $000 GENERAL(FNOTE) $000 OTHER(FNOTE)CURRENT STATUS: (H) RES STATUS DATE: 04/27/90

S e l e c t i o n sPF1 PF2 T F 3 --------- PF5----- PF5--------PF5----------PF7 PF8 PF9 P F K  PF11 PF12HELP SU BJ EXIT HENU TEXT PRINT BWD FWD FIRST LAST QUITB A SIS  J o u r n a l  T ext04/10/90 SENATE JOURNAL PAGE 3322_ S 3  47 2 _The R e s o u r c e s  C o m m ittee  c o n s i d e r e d  SENATE B ILL NO. 472 (An A c t  a u t h o r i z i n g  moose fa r m in g )  and a m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  com m ittee  recommended do p a s s .  The r e p o r t  was s i g n e d  by S e n a t o r  Fahrenkamp, C h a i r ,  and c o n c u r r e d  i n  b y  S e n a t o r s  F r a n k ,  Z h a r o f f  and S t u r g u l e w s k i .
Z e ro  f i s c a l  n o t e  p u b l i s h e d  t o d a y  fro m  Departm ent o f  F i s h  and Game.
SENATE BILL NO. 472 was r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  F in a n ce  C o m m itt e e .

S e l e c t i o n s  PF1 PF2 "PF3 HELP EXITSB 472
Jrn-Date1 02/12/902 02/12/903 04/10/904 04/10/905 04/20/906 04/20/907 04/24/908 04/24/909 04/25/9010 04/25/9011 04/25/9012 04/25/9013 04/25/9014 04/26/9015 04/26/9016 04/27/9017 04/27/90

Selections ______PF1 PF2 T F 3  HELP SUB J EXIT

B005-LAST PAGET F ?  PF5 PTE PF7 PF8MENU PRINT BWD FWDB i l l / R e s o l u t i o n  F l o o r  A c t i o n  C u r r e n t  S t a t u s :  (H) RES
PF9 PF10 PF11 PF12FIRST LAFT QUIT P a g e  t  o f  2J r n - P a g e  A c t i o n2417 <S) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRAL(S)2417 ( S )  RES,  THEN FINANCE3322 ( S )  RES RPT 4DP3322 ( S )  ZERO FN PUBLISHED (F&G)3481 ( S )  FIN RPT 3DP 2NR3481 ( S )  PREVIOUS ZERO FN (F&G)3553 ( S )  RULES TO CALENDAR 4/24/903570 ( S )  HELD TO 4/25/903589 ( S )  READ THE SECOND TIME3589 ( S )  ADVANCED TO THIRD READING UNAN CONSENT3589 ( S )  READ THE THIRD TIME SB 4723589 ( S )  PASSED Y11 N7 A23590 ( S )  COGHILL NOTICE OF RECONSIDERATION3636 ( S )  RECONSIDERATION NOT TAKEN UP3636 ( S )  TRANSMITTED TO (H)3623 (H) READ THE FIRST TIME -  REFERRAL(S)3623 (H) RESOURCES

T F 5MENU T F 5TEXT TFS—  PRINT T F 7
BUD

PF8FWD PF9 PF10 PF11 PF12 CMT/JRNL FIRST LAST OU1T



rr

x «u»y

Official Business

Alaska State Legislature
SENATE  

O f f ic e  o f  t h e  M i n o r i t y  L e a d e r

P .O . Box v  
State Capitol

DATE : 

FROM: 

TO:

SUBJECT

I introduced SB 472 because we were interested in  adding moose to 
the l i s t  of animals which can be domesticated and raised for the 
sale of the i r  meat. Presently i t  i s  i l l e g a l  to ra i se  moose, and 
last  year one of my constituents was arrested for trying to do 
just  th a t .

When SB 472 is  passed, moose w i l l  be domesticated in addition to 
Musk Ox, and Buf fa lo .  For people in Alaska the passage of SB 472 
would f a c i l i t a t e  the development of an economic base in rura l  
Alaska.

A number of my const 
moose on moose rancl 
concepts and new api 
e conom ic  b a s e .

b b
terest  in r a i s in g  
be afraid of new 
source and

I strongly urge the yass SB 472.
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D a i l y  N e w s  - M i n o r *
I n d e p m O e r *  U) A l l  T t i i ^ o  S t v l r t l t a N o n e "Other opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily reflect those of the Daily News-Mlner.

L e g a l i z e  m o o s e  f a r m i n g
In  the s p ir i t  o f e n cou rag in g  people w i l l in g  to 

ta k e  r is k s , e sp e c ia lly  w hen  they  do not d ip  in to  a n y ­
body e ls e ’ s pocke t, we hope the L eg is la tu re  s e r io u s ly  
c on s id e rs  a b i l l th a t w ou ld  m ake it le g a l to  ra is e  
m oose  on  fa rm s .

R e p . D ic k  S h u ltz ,
R -D e lta  Jun c tion , has 
f i le d  H ou se  B i l l  S16, 
ch ang ing  s ta te  law  to 
a llow  A la s k a n s  to  r e ­
m ove  “ s u rp lu s ”  m oose 
fro m  the  w ild  and  ra is e  
them  fo r  the c om m e r­
c i a l  p u r p o s e s .  S e n .
J a c k  C o g h i l l ,  R -  
N e n a n a ,  h a s  i n t r o ­
duced s im i la r  le g is la ­
tion , S en a te  B i l l  472.

S e v e ra l In te r io r  A la sk a n s  have e xp re s s ed  an  in ­
te re s t in ra is in g  m oose . S teese H ighway re s id e n ts  
D oug  and  O pa l W e lton  h a ve  been urg ing le g is la to r s  
to  le g a lis e  m oose  ran ch in g . T hey argue th a t  som e ­
th ing  sh ou ld  be  done to  stop  the w aste o f  y oung  
moos.* o rp h an ed  by s ta rv e d  o r  ro a d -k ille d  fe m a le  
moo^e. :•

L on g -tim e  A la sk a n  N ic k  Colombo a ldo  h a s  p ro p ­
osed a m oose fa rm  w ith  500 ac re s he ow ns n e a r  D e ­
lta . H e p rop ose s  to  c ap tu re  y ea r lin g  m oose a lo n g  the 
A la sk a  R a i lr o a d  r ig h t o f w ay  and b r in g  th em  to 
D e lta .

H e has  a cqu ired  b rush -c rush ing  m ach in e s  w ith 
which he  can  p rodu ce  m oose  browse. C o lom b o  p ro p ­
oses a  fiv e -y e a r  tes t p ro g ra m  with his r a n c h . I f  h e ’ s 
su c ce ss fu l, he w ou ld  m a rk e t  moose m ea t a n d  sh a re  
a p o rtio n  o f the y e a r ly  in c re a se  with the s ta te .

W e ’v e  p ro ven  th a t b a r le y  can grow a t  D e lt a , but 
a t a p r ic e . W illow  and a sp en  a lread y  a re  t a k in g  o v e r 
a  lo t o f abandoned  fa rm la n d . The tre e s  a r e  id ea l 
m oose fodde r.

In  o u r  c h o le s tro l-a n x io u s  society, m o o s e  is an 
a lte rn a t iv e  to b ee f. M an y  A laskans p r i f e r  th e  tas te  
to b ee f o r  p o rk .

M oose m ake  m o re  sense as A laska f a rm  a n im ­
a ls  in o th e r w ays . T h e y  can  handle ou r s e v e re  w in ­
te rs  w ithou t a b a rn .

It ' s  not a s i f  c a r in g  fo r  w ild  an im als on  fa rm s  is a 
new id ea . O u r s ta te  law  a lre a d y  a llow s s u rp lu s  b u f­
fa lo  and  m usk oxen  to be g ran ted  to p e o p le  o r  c o r ­
p o ra tio n s  fo r  the  c om m e rc ia l, scientific o r  e d u c a tio n  
p u r p o s e s .  C o lo m b o ' s  g a m e  ra n c h  p r e s e n t l y  
a ccom m oda tes  a b reed ing  he rd  o f 23 b u f fa lo .

A lso , A la sk a  w ou ld  not be the firs t p la c e  to  ra is e  
m oose on fa rm s . A cco rd ing  to Colombo, Sw ed en  h a r ­
vests  135.000 m oose  p e r  y e a r  on 10 percen t o f  th e  land  
m ass o f A la sk a . C om p a re  tha t to on ly  8 .000  m oose 
h a rv e s ted  b y  h un te rs  e v e ry  y e a r here.

W e b e lie v e  m oose ran ch ing  advoca tes m a k e  a 
lo t o f good po in ts . O u r fish  and gam e o f f ic ia ls  in 
Ju n eau  sh ou ld  su pp o rt a  tes t as Co lom bo h a s  p ro p ­
osed in stead  o f  ob s tru c tin g  it, as they s e em  to h ave  
done in  the p a s t. W e hope  leg is la to rs  g iv e  th e  g re en  
lig h t  to  b i l ls  p ro p o se d  b y  R ep . S h u ltz  a n d  Sen . 
C ogh ill.

LdU+rim l O p in ion  mnd C omment •/



S e n a t o r  J o h n  H .  ( H l a c k )  C o g h i l l

BoxV .A laska ^ ta tc X cg is la tu rc
Juneau. Alaska 99811 '
(907) 465-4797

;;r>28
North Poie. Alaska 99705 
1907) 488 0862

SPONSOR STATEMENT ON SB 472

T IMTPODIJCFD SB 4 7 °  BECAUSE n F MY DEPP CONCERN FOP t h e  MIJMBFR OF 

MOOSF WHICH HA'/F D IE D  n N THE P A ILP O A D  TPA C K S ,  0|JR B I L L  WOULD 

ALLOW PPOPLF T o DOMES! ICATF MOOSE, AND TO P A I S F  THFM OM MOn^F 

RANCHES ,

T CFE t h e  PPOCESS WORKING IN TWO WAYS, F l R S T , MOOSF WOlJLD BE

POUNDED UP AMD REMOVED FPOM "HE A R E A ,  SECOND, THOSE PEOPLE WHO

S U C C E S S F U L L Y  A P P L I E D  FOP A MOOSE P.AMCHEP L IC E N S E  WOULD HAVE THE 

OPPORTUNITY  t q  s E t  yp A MOOSF P.AMCH,

T IMAGINE THAT THE |V1OOSF RANCHES WOULD OPF.PATF IJMDFP A SYSTEM 0^

OPEN GRAZING PANGE, MOOSE ARE AN ANIMAL WHICH L I K E S  t o  BROWSE, 

AND I T  WOULD BE B E S T  T o HA'/F THFM CLOSE T 0 T H F I P  NATURAL HABIT A T ,

Du r i n g  t h e  c o l d f p  p a r t  o f  w i n t e p  t h f  o w n f p s  w i l l  o f  c o u r s e  n e e d  

TO k e e p  t h e m  p e n n e d  i j p , I t  WOULD BE THP R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y  o f  t h f  

m o o s e  o w n e r  t o  k e e p  t r a c k  of  h i s  m o o s f , T h e  b e s t  w a v  to  do t h a t

WOULD RE TO BRAND THEM.

L a n d  w o u l d  n e e d  t o  b e  p p o v i d f d  ~ o  m o o s e  r a n c h e r s , so  t h e y  would

HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO KEEP B E T T E P  CONTPOL o f  T H F I P  STOCK, 

Do MESt TCATING m o o s e  ON MOOSE PANCHES ,  w o u l d  BE NO MORE D I F P I C U L T
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Box 55023
North Pole. Alaska 99705 
1907) 4880862

Box V
Juneau. Alaska 99S11(907) 465-4797

S e n a t o r  3 )o h n  ( J a c k )  C o g h i l l

A la sk a  S ta te  ICegtstature

./ -mb -■/

THAN DOMESTICATING R E IN D EER  AMD MUSK OX,

SB 472 IS  GOOD P U B L IC  P O L IC Y ,  \ j  WOULD CREATE A MECHANISM WHICH 

WOULD PROVIDE JOBS TO PEOPLE IN DIJPAL A R E A S ,  WHILE SAVING MOOSE 

FROM DYING ON PAILPOAD TRACKS ,
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O t HEBtAG ENC IES  A FFECTED  BY B ILL „  , ,  . „  - ,
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y ,  

C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  

D e v e l o p m e n t ,  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s

c o w m i E N T  aA OUP ts i a f f e c t e d  a ' r / p u .  

H u n t e r s

o r g a n iz a t io n a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  s il l ORGAN IZAT IONAL o p p o s it io n  t o  X U .

U n k n o w n U n k n o w n

F ISCA L  IMPACT. NO N E  □  FISCAL NOTE ATTACHED
8ACKGROLINOILEGI5LAT1VE INTENT

S B  4 7 2  w o u l d  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  m o o s e  i n t o  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p  f o r  

t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  c o m m e r c i a l  r a i s i n g  a n d  b r e e d i n g  a n d / o r  s c i e n t i f i c  a n d  

e d u c a t i o n a l  p u r p o s e s .  T h e  s a l e  o f  m o o s e  m e a t  w o u l d  b e  a u t h o r i z e d .

ANALYSIS O F  B ILLPROGRAM  e f f e c t s

T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  g o e s  a g a i n s t  a  b a s i c  D e p a r t m e n t  a n d  D i v i s i o n  p o l i c y -  

o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p  o f  i n d i g e n o u s  w i l d l i f e  i n  A l a s k a .  

C o m m e r c i a l i z a t i o n  o f  n a t i v e  w i l d l i f e  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  n o t  t o  b e  i n  t h e  b e s t  

i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  b e c a u s e  o f  a )  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  

t r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  d i s e a s e  t o  d o m e s t i c  a n d  a d j a c e n t  w i l d  p o p u l a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  

c o u l d  a f f e c t  s u b s i s t e n c e  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  h u n t i n g ,  a n d  b )  t h e  p r o b a b l e  

i n c r e a s e  i n  p o a c h i n g  s u c h  a  l a w  w o u l d  e n c o u r a g e .  I t  i s  h i g h l y  u n l i k e l y  

t h a t  a  s u r p l u s  o f  m o o s e  w i l l  e v e r  e x i s t  b e y o n d  a )  t h e  h a r v e s t a b l e  y i e l d  

o f  a  p o p u l a t i o n ,  o r  b )  t h e  h a r v e s t  d e s i r e s  o f  m o o s e  h u n t e r s .  

E n f o r c e m e n t  o f  t r a f f i c  i n  b o o t l e g  m o o s e  m e a t  w o u l d  b e  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t .

AM ENDMENTS PRC PCS ED

N o n e

RUM ATTACH A MPAJUTt SHEET FOR AOOTTKMA1 COMMXTS 0• AMALTM.01-008 (R*v. I2AS



A L A S K A  R A I L R O A D  CORPORATION

P .O . Box 107500* Anchorage, Alaska 99510-7500
F e b r u a r y  23, 1990

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  J ohn  B . C o g h i l l  
S e n a t o r
A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g is l a t u r e  
P . G .  B o x  V 
J u n e a u ,  A K  99811

D e a r  S e n a t o r  C o g h i l l :

B y  n o w  y o u  h a v e  p r o b a b l y  r e a d  o r  h e a r d  a b o u t  t h e  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  m o o s e  d y in g  
t h r o u g h o u t  A la s k a  t h is  y e a r  b e c a u s e  o f  o u r  s e v e r e  w i n t e r .  M o s t  o f  t h e  m o o s e  
a r e  d y i n g  f r o m  s t a r v a t i o n  o r  a r e  b e i n g  k i l l e d  o n  t h e  h ig h w a y s  a n d  o n  t h e  r a i l r o a d  
t r a c k s  as  t h e y  s e a r c h  f o r  f o o d  a n d  an  e s c a p e  f r o m  h e a v y  s n ow .

T o  k e e p  y o u  i n f o r m e d  o n  w h a t  is  b e i n g  d o n e  b y  t h e  A la s k a  R a i l r o a d  to  h e lp  
r e d u c e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  m o o s e  d y in g  o n  o u r  t r a c k s ,  I a m  s e n d in g  y o u  a s y n o p s is  o f  
s o m e  o f  t h e  m e a s u r e s  w e ’r e  t r y i n g  o r  h a v e  t r i e d  i n  t h e  p a s t .  T h is  m a y  h e lp  you  
a n d  y o u r  s t a f f  m e m b e r s  w h e n  r e s p o n d in g  to  y o u r  c o n s t i t u e n t s  w h o  a r e  w r i t i n g  o r 
c a l l i n g  y o u  a b o u t  t h is  is s u e .

I f  y o u  n e e d  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  m o o s e ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  m e  o r  V i v i a n  
H a m i l t o n ,  o u r  C o r p o r a t e  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  M a n a g e r ,  a t  263-2675.

S i n c e r e l y ,

F .  G .  T u r p in
P r e s i d e n t  a n d  C h i e f  E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e r

E n c l o s u r e



A L A S K A  R A I L R O A D  c o r p o r a t io n

P .O . Box 107500* Anchorage, Alaska 99510-7500
Measures Bv The Alaska Railroad To Reduce Moose Mortality

Pilo t car: A  p ilo t c a r -a  Ford  B ronco equipped with ra il gear which a llow s it to run on the ra ils—is 
being operated in fron t o f  freight trains. 'Diis has produced excellent results in driving moose 
away from  the track. Raw  data shows as many as 9 0  percent o f  the moose are frightened away. 
M oose contacts have been reduced substantially since this was initiated.
Creating moose paths: W herever possible along either side o f  the right o f  way between W illow  
and Talkeetna, A laska Railroad maintenance crews are cutting 13-foot wide paths para lle l to both 
sides o f  the track. The snow removed while creating the paths is used to build a berm between the 
paths and the ra ilroad  track to serve as barricades to prevent moose from  getting to the track.We 
have dedicated two Caterpillar tractors to the operation. The moose are using the trails that have 
been cut but continue to favo r the railroad tracks. The M at-Su M otor Mushers. a group o f  
volunteers on snowmachines, also have cut about 8 m iles o f  snowmachine trails through the 
marshy areas where the Cats are unable to work.
Rubber tire obstacles: A t fou r locations between W illow  and Talkeetna, a series o f  rubber tires 
have been installed between the rails, nailed to the ties. The tires create an obstacle which cause 
moose to leave the track. T o  further guide the moose, tires have been positioned up-right and at ' 
right angles to the track in these locations and funnel the moose away from  the track. This method 
was suggested to us by a member o f  the public and appears to be very successful.
Ice on the ties: This also was suggested by a member o f  the public. W ater was applied to the 
tracks in several locations to create a layer o f  ice between the rails. It was believed that the moose 
would avoid the icy surface and move away from  the track, however this did not prove to be true. 
Creating the ice was extremely d ifficu lt because a heated tank car fu ll o f  water had to be used to 
keep the water from  freezing before it was applied to the ties. Soon after the ice form ed a foo t o f 
snow fe ll in the area, covering the ice. However, before the ice was covered moose were seen 
walking over the icy spots, indicating the measure w ou ld not be a deterent.
P low ing : Routine snow rem oval along the track includes plow ing a 40-foot-w icle path in the area 
where most m oose mortality occurs. This appears to have no affect on the moose who p re fe r the 
hard-packed surface o f  the track rather than the p lowed area, which despite the plow ing remains as 
deep as 6  feet in some areas because o f  the slope o f  the track shoulder.

Brushing: R a ilroad crews cleared three locations fo r a total o f  more than seven m iles o f  right o f  
way last summer, rem oving the brush which m oose find  so tempting as a food  source. A laska 
Department o f  Fish and Game biologists had suggested this might remove the attraction fo r  moose: 
however, in the areas where the brushing was done, m oose mortality on the track actually doubled 
this season. W e 'll continue experimenting with this idea, though, and w ill clear additional areas 
this summer o r  fa ll.
Noisemakers: The railroad has installed on several types o f  vehicles small high-frequency sound 
devices used to deter deer and other large game animals. None appears to have been effective.
The railroad a lso hired the University o f  A laska to test the affects o f  various sounds on moose.
The $ 1 5 ,0 0 0  experiment did not produce a sound which would repel the moose. W e a lso  have 
attempted to scare moose with more conventional sounds such as sirens and horns; the p ilo t car is 
equipped with a siren and it appears to have some e ffe c t
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M AT-SU LOGGERS ASSO CIATIO N  
P .O . BOX 3063 

PALM ER, ALASKA 99645 
9 0 7 -7 4 6 -2 1 3 3

March 4, 1990

Ms. Lennie B o s t o n - G o r s u c h , Co mmissioner
Department of Natural Resources
State of A l aska
400 W i l l o u g h b y  A venue
Juneau, A laska 99801

Dear Commissioner:

We are writing to you concerning the devastating and 
overwhelming p r o b l e m  the railroad is expe riencing with the moose.
This year is h o w e v e r  more tragic than years past.

T he Mat-Su Loggers Association  recognizes this p r o b l e m  and 
its inf luence on the public, the railroad and most importantly 
the m o o s e  population. We feel if timber were harvested in areas 
outside of the railroad corridor on a regular and sus tained yield 
basis, the moose w o u l d  be attracted to these areas because there
would be a food source created and readily available to them.
This food source would be more accessible because the snows in a 
harvesting o p e r a t i o n  are at lower levels due to the m o v ement  of 
logging equipment used in the harvesting process.

The Mat-Su Loggers A s soci ation has a viable resource of 
equipment and q u a l i fied personnel available. One possible so lu­
tion to this e m e r gency situation of moose and railroad is to 
enter into a End Results Contract with members of the Mat-Su 
Loggers Association. The loggers would be c om pensated by the 
state to harvest the timber away from the railroad corridor, thus 
drawing the moose off and away from the moving trains. The state 
would have sole posses s i o n  of the harvested timber, the railroad 
would transport this timber to the Valley and the state could 
then sell the timber to recover some of the cost involved in this 
m e t h o d .



page 2
Mat-Su Loggers Assoc i a t i o n  Letter 
March 4, 1990

The state needs to recognize proper and multiple use forest 
management as a tool for correcting and e n h a ncing habitat 
development for our wildlife. T h e y  also must not forget the 
positive impact this cooperative agreem ent would have on a s a g­
ging M a t - S u  V alley  economy.

Commissioner, the organization, and I encourage y ou to c o n­
tact us. Our B oard of Directors would be h appy to schedule a 
meeting with you in the very near future. Please call at your 
earliest convenience.

T h a n k  you.

S i n c e r e l y ,

Joel M. Stefanski, Chairman 
Mat-Su Loggers A s s o c i a t i o n  
746-2133 or 745-9726mbs
For your c o n v e n i e n c e  additional daytime c o ntact numb ers are:

Mr. Dave Cruz, Board Mpraber 
746-3144

Mr. Greg Bell, President 
563-3436

c c :  T o  a l l  L e g i s l a t o r s
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March 5, 1990

The Honorable John B. Coghill 
State of Alaska Senate 
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Senator Coghill:

I read with great interest your recent article on sanctioned release of 
Rail Right-of-Way captured Moose to private individuals.

I am immediately presented with four problems;

1. How to contain the animals in a given area?
2.. Tine amount of land, in a natural habitat setting, necessary for a determinant

number of Moose.
3. How to finance such a project?
4. How to feed the animals?

If I assume a wire mesh fence approximately 9 feet high surrounding, say five acres 
of timbered land, the costs of such and endeavor are going to be extremely high. In 
addition, a water source, and possibly 2 or 3 fair size ponds, is mandatory.

Since Moose are primarily browsers, unless a captive adjustment to hay or pellet feed 
is possible, a five acre woodland area is incapable of sustaining even 2 or 3 animals 
on a continuous basis.

In order to finance such an operation, basically experimental in nature since I have 
no knowledge of its ever being done before, are there grants or loans available?
And if so, from what sources and under what terms and conditions?

I have little doubt that given the time and resources, Moose as with most of the other 
ungulates, could be domesticated to a point, without losing their natural attributes.

Can you supply me with more information on this project?

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Steve Booth 
Box 663
Delta Junction, Alaska 99737
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A l a s k a  i s > t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e

R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  D IC K  S H U L T Z PO BOX V Juneau Alaska 99811 (907) 465-4940 Home: P.O. BOX 487 Tok. Alaska 99780Member Finance committee
J a n u a r y  30, 1990

All L e g i s l a t o r s  
P.O. B o x  V
Juneau, A l a s k a  9981 1

Dear C o ll eagues;

T h e  s l a u g h t e r  of m o o s e  along t he A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  has got to 
stop. N o t  only d o  w e  lose s i g n i f i c a n t  p o r t i o n s  of o u r  m o o s e  
p o p u lations, t h e  m e a t  is ofte n r e n d e r e d  u n f i t  f o r  h u m a n  
c o n s u m p t i o n  as t h e  m o o s e  are l i t e r a l l y  e x p l o d e d  on impact by 
A.R.R. locomotives.

I h a v e  a t t a c h e d  for y o u r  r e v i e w  a p r o p o s a l  by Mr. N i c k  Col ombo 
from D e l t a  J e t . . Mr. Colombo has t r a v e l l e d  to J u n e a u  and has 
p r e s e n t e d  his p l a n  to the L e g i s l a t u r e  and D e p a r t m e n t  of Fish 
and G a m e  o n  several occasions. P r e s e n t l y  Mr. C o l o m b o  has 
r e t a i n e d  t w o  d e f u n c t  tract s of Delta Ag. land. H e  has spent 
m a n y  t h o u s a n d s  o f  d o llars of his own m o n e y  to p u t  up chain 
l i n k  fe nce and h a s  c r e a t e d  p r i m e  b u f f a l o  range. P r e s e n t l y  Mr. 
C o l o m b o  has a h e r d  o f  some t h i r t y  b u f f a l o  w h i c h  are d o i n g  v e r y  
w e l l . H e  h a s  s pent e x t e n s i v e  time r e s e a r c h i n g  g a m e  ranches  and 
has c o r r e s p o n d e d  w i t h  researchers, b i o l o g i s t s  a n d  C a n a d i a n  
U n i y e r s i t y  r e s e a r c h  groups. In short Mr. C o l o m b o  is v e r y  
serious  a b o u t  h i s  endeavors. His o b v ious  s u c ce ss w i t h  b u f f a l o  
r a n c h i n g  c a n  be r e p e a t e d  w i t h  m o o s e  if h e  is a l l o w e d  to 
c a pture a n d  t r a n s p o r t  t h e m  to Delta. T o  p e r s o n a l l y  w i t n e s s  
w h a t  Mr. C o l o m b o  h a s  in mind, one n e e d  o n l y  travel to 
W h i t e h o r s e  and v i e w  one of t he m o s t  s u c c e s s f u l  g a m e  r a nche s in 
N o r t h  America. T h e  Canad ians once a g a i n  h a v e  out d i s t a n c e d  us 
in d e a l i n g  w i t h  n a t u r a l  resource  development.

I, and Mr. C o l o m b o  h a v e  m e t  w i t h  Fish and G a m e  o f f i c i a l s  and 
h a v e  p r o p o s e d  a j o i n t  v e n t u r e  in w h i c h  m o o s e  w o u l d  be r e m oved 
from t h e  railroad, p l a c e d  on his Ag. tracts, and they
w o u l d  b e  k e p t  and studied. H e r e  is an e x a m p l e  w h e r e  a p r i v a t e  
p e r s o n  w i l l  fund a s ubstanti al p o r t i o n  of a project, p r o v i d e  a 
p l a c e  for t h e  e n d a n g e r e d  moose, and a l l o w  Fish  and G a m e  to 
c o n d u c t  research. The response to date from the D e p a r t m e n t  has 
been cool. Even t h o u g h  they p r o m i s e d  to v i s i t  Mr. Colombo's 
o p e r a t i o n  this summer, they failed to do this.



I e n l i s t  y o u r  s u p p o r t  for this p r o j e c t  for s e v e r a l  reasons.

1. W e  w i l l  r e d u c e  t h e  m o o s e  slaughter.

2. W e  w i l l  m a k e  g o o d  u s e  of Ag. l a n d  .which o t h e r w i s e  w o u l d  
g r o w  b a c k  to scrub.

3. Mr. C o l o m b o  h a s  t h e  financial a n d  p h y s i c a l  r e s o u r c e s  to 
m a k e  t h i s  p r o j e c t  work. '

4. T h e r e  is l i t t l e  e x p e n s e  to the s t a t e  w h e n  o ne c o n s i d e r s  the 
c o s t  of t h e  p r e s e n t  c a r n a g e  w h i c h  c o n t i n u e s  y e a r  a f t e r  
year. (Figure e a c h  m o o s e  to b e  w o r t h  in e x c e s s  of
$ 2 0 0 0 . 0 0 )

5. F i s h  a n d  G a m e  w o u l d  h a v e  a m o o s e  r e s e a r c h  s t a t i o n  at li ttle 
p u b l i c  expense.

6. T o u r i s t s  w i l l  h a v e  g r e a t  v i e w i n g  oppo rtunities.

7. Last, b u t  not least, I hav e n o t  h e a r d  of a n y  b e t t e r  
solutions, h a v e  you ?

T h a n k  y o u  for t a k i n g  t h e  tim e to r e v i e w  Mr. C o l o m b o ' s  
proposal. It is t i m e  w e  a t tempt a s o l u t i o n  w i t h  a c t i o n  
i n ste ad of w o r d s  a n d  studies. W e  h a v e  e v e r y t h i n g  to g a i n  and 
a b s o l u t e l y  n o t h i n g  to lose.

D i c k  S hul tz



Member Finance Gommiitee

A l a s k a  g > t a t e  ^ l e g i s l a t u r e

R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  D IC K  S H U L T Z

J a n u a r y  30, 1990

P.O Box V Juneau. Alaska 998ii (907) 465-4940 Home: PO Box 487 
10k. Alaska 99780

X
All L e g i s l a t o r s  
P.O. B O X  V
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

Dear Collea gues;

The s l a u g h t e r  of m o o s e  along the A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  h a s  got to 
stop. N o t  only do w e  lose s i g n i f i c a n t  p o r t i o n s  of o u r  m o o s e  
populat ions, the m e a t  is o f t e n  r e n d e r e d  u n f i t  for h u m a n  
c o n s u m p t i o n  as the m o o s e  are l i t e r a l l y  e x p loded on i m p a c t  by 
A.R.R. locomotives.

I h a v e  a t t a c h e d  for y o u r  r e v i e w  a p r o p o s a l  b y  Mr. N i c k  C o lombo 
from D e l t a  Jet.. Mr. Colombo has t r a v e l l e d  to J u n e a u  and has 
p r e s e n t e d  h is p l a n  t o  the L e g i s l a t u r e  and D e p a r t m e n t  of Fish 
and G a m e  on several occasions. P r e s e n t l y  Mr. C o l o m b o  has 
r e t a i n e d  two d e f u n c t  tracts of Delta Ag. land. H e  h a s  spent 
m a n y  t h o u s a n d s  of d o l l a r s  of his own m o n e y  to p u t  u p  c h a i n  
link fence  and has c r e a t e d  p r i m e  b u f f a l o  range. P r e s e n t l y  Mr. 
Colombo has a h e r d  o f  some t h i r t y  b u f f a l o  w h i c h  are d o i n g  v e r y  
well. H e  has spent e x t e n s i v e  time r e s e a r c h i n g  g a m e  r a n c h e s  and 
has c o r r e s p o n d e d  w i t h  researchers, b i o l o g i s t s  and C a n a d i a n  
U n i v e r s i t y  r e s e arch groups. In short Mr. C o l o m b o  is v e r y  
serious a b o u t  his endeavors. His o b v i o u s  success w i t h  b u f f a l o  
r a n c h i n g  can be r e p e a t e d  w i t h  m o o s e  if he is a l l o w e d  to 
capture and t r a n s p o r t  them to Delta. T o  p e r s o n a l l y  w i t n e s s  
what Mr. C o lombo  has in mind, one n e e d  only travel to 
W h i t e h o r s e  and v i e w  one of the m o s t  succes s f u l  game r a n c h e s  in 
North America. T h e  Can adians once a gain h a v e  out d i s t a n c e d  us 
in d e a l i n g  w i t h  n a t u r a l  resou rce development.

I, and Mr. C o l ombo h a v e  m e t  w i t h  Fish and Game  o f f i c i a l s  and 
have p r o p o s e d  a j o i n t  v e n t u r e  in w h i c h  m o o s e  w o u l d  b e  r e m ov ed 
from t h e  railroad, p l a c e d  on his Ag. tracts, and t h e i r  t h e y  
would b e  k e p t  and studied. H e r e  is an e x a m p l e  w h e r e  a p r i v a t e  
p e r s o n  w i l l  fund a s u bst antial p o r t i o n  of a project, p r o v i d e  a 
place for the e n d a n g e r e d  moose, and a l l o w  Fish and G a m e  to 
conduct research. T h e  response to date from the D e p a r t m e n t  has 
been cool. Even t h o u g h  they p r o m i s e d  to v i s i t  Mr. C o l o m b o ' s  
o p e r a t i o n  this summer, they failed to do this.



I e n l i s t  y o u r  support for this p r o j e c t  for several reasons.

1. W e  w i l l  r e duce the m o o s e  slaughter.

2. W e  w i l l  m a k e  g o o d  u s e  of Ag. land .which o t h e r w i s e  w o u l d  
g r o w  b a c k  to scrub.

3. Mr. C o l o m b o  has t h e  financial and p h y s i c a l  r e s o u r c e s  to 
m a k e  t h i s  p r o j e c t  work. '

4. T h e r e  is little e x p e n s e  to t h e  s t a t e  w h e n  one c o n s i d e r s  the 
c o s t  of t h e  p r e s e n t  carnage  w h i c h  c o n t i n u e s  y e a r  a f t e r  
year. (Figure e a c h  m o o s e  to be w o r t h  in excess of
$ 2 0 0 0 . 0 0 )

5. F i s h  and Game w o u l d  h a v e  a m o o s e  r e s e a r c h  s t atio n at l ittle 
p u b l i c  expense.

6. T o u r i s t s  will h a v e  g r e a t  v i e w i n g  o pportunities.

7. Last, b u t  not least, I have not h e a r d  of any b e t t e r  
solutions, have you?

T h a n k  y o u  for t a k i n g  t h e  time to r e v i e w  Mr. C o l o mbo's  
proposal. It is t i m e  w e  attemp t a s o l u t i o n  w i t h  a c t i o n  
instead of w o r d s  and studies. W e  h a v e  e v e r y t h i n g  to g a i n  and 
a b s o l u t e l y  n o t h i n g  to lose.

Dick Shultz
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P.O. BOX 966, DELTA JUNCTION, ALASKA 99737

D .  N ic k  C o lo m b o  ( 9 0 7 )  B 9 5 -4 3 8 n

P R O P O S A L

1. I be a l l o w e d  to c a p t u r e  one h u n d r e d  (100) h e a d  of y e a r l i n g  n.oose p er  y e a r  from 

the A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  r i g h t-of-way.

2. I w o u l d  tr an s p o r t  them to the D e l t a  area, w h e r e  t h e r e  is 100,000 a cres o f  

c lear e d  land s u i t a b l e  for moose; h a bi t a t .

3. F ence the r e q u i r e d  n u m b e r  of acres to p r o t e c t  the herd.

4. Raise t h e m  as d o m e s t i c  a n i m a l s  for a red m eat industry.

5. Set up a v i s i t i n g  p r o g r a m  to e d u c a t e  not o n l y  the t o u r i s t  but th e  p e o p l e  of

Alaska.

B E N E F I T S  P R O D U C E D  B Y  TH I S  P R O P O S A L

1. F ewer m o o s e  kills w i l l  re s u l t  a l o n g  the A l a s k a  RR, thus s a v i n g  time and m o n e y  

for cle a r i n g,  as w el l  as p r o d u c i n g  be t t e r  PR fo r  t h e  r a i l r oa d .

2. The s t a t e  h a s  t h o u s a n d s  of acres that are l a y i n g  fa l l ow  b e c a u s e  of the 

u n s u c c e s s f u l  atte m p t  at f a r m i n g  in the D e l t a  area. I w o u l d  and c o u l d i m p r o ve

the f a l l o w  land w i t h  f e n c i ng  and m a k i n g  the f a r m  a s u c cess.

3. This w o u l d  not i n t e r f e r e  with the m o o s e  a v a i l a b l e  to the h u n t e r  or s u b­

sist e n c e  user b e c a u s e  the m o o s e  ar e  c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  k i l l e d . I am r e q u e s t i n g  

o n l y  y e a r l i n g s  w h i c h  are not legal b o u n t y  anyway.4. Al a s k a  i m p o r t s  m o s t  of its red m ea t  from the l o w e r  48 or f r o m  A u s t r a l i a .  W e  

could n o t  o n l y  furnish exotic, lo w  c h o l e s t e r o l  m e a t  to A l a s k a  but b eg i n  an 

export b u s i n e s s  to the world.

5. Delta is e c o n o m i c a l l y  d e p r e s s e d  w i t h  the s t a t e  f o r e c l o s i n g  on farms, h o m e s  and

c o m m e r c i a l  pro p e r t i e s . Thi s  could h e l p  r e c o v e r  th e e c o n o m i c  s i t u a t i o n  in 

Delta Jun c ti o n .

6. T r u c k i n g  w o u l d  onc e  a g a i n  be c o m e  a p r o f i t a b l e  i n d u s t r y  in the state. 

E a c k - h a u l i n g  w o ul d  be cheaper, s p a r k i n g  th e  i n d u s t r y  e v e n  further.

7. Wit h  the e x t r e m e  colds, food s u p p l i e s  ran s h o r t  in A l a s k a  b e c a u s e  o f  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  pro b le m s .  W e  could b e c o m e  m o r e  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  in p r o v i d i n g  

food and p r od u c t s  from o u rselves.

8. As a p r i v a t e  game farm, the h a s s l e s  at S t a t e  P i s h  and C a m e  w o ul d  not be a real

p roblem. Pol i t i c a l  p r e s s u r e s  w ould be r e l i e v e d  at the S t a t e  level.

This is not s e t ti n g  a p recedent, s i n c e  r e i n d e e r ,  m u s k - o x  and b i s o n  f arms have

a l r e a d y  been es t a b l i s h e d  u s i n g  our s t a t e ' s  w i l d l i f e  to o r i g i n a t e  t h e s e  m a n a g e d
farms.

Please c o n s i d e r  this p r o posal. I will be m o r e  than h a p p y  to f u r n i s h  any 

i n f o r mation that you w ant or need. I h a v e  d o n e  e x t e n s i v e  r es e a r c h  in this p r o j e c t

and am c o n v i n c e d  that it can work. I a m  t h e r e f o r e  a s k i n g  the l e g i s l a t u r e  to

c o n s id e r  c h a n g i n g  the law to a llow me to r aise m o o s e  as a d o m e s t i c  anim a l ,

c r e a ti n g  a re d  m e a t  industy, b e ar i n g  in mind that m y  p r o g r a m  w o u l d  be a r e s u l t  of 

c a p t u r i n g  the m o o s e  on the ra i l r o a d  b e f o r e  they are k i l l e d  and a total los s  to the 

p e o p le  arid th e  S t a t e  o f  Alaska.
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29 JAN 90

Dear Senator Fahrenkamp,

I applaud your e f fort to a l l o w  Alaskans,., and interior Alaskans 

to attempt to feed ourselves,...

Enclosed is a little information and what I c o n s i d e r  to be a 

GREAT IDEA,..

Please read the enclosed material and think a b o u t  it,..

I believe the idea has obvious merit,..

There is no real ALASKAN reason for denying people the right to 

domestic ate A L ASKAN animals for food and fur.

I am a registared voter,., and I am going to c o n t i n u e  to spread the 

word concrning the enclosed material.

Many thanks for your efforts concerning the fish farming.

W i t h  Best Wishes,

John Prewett B o x  73223 FBKS,AK 99707

(a reply,., expres s i n g  your position would be appreciated)



F ah ren k am p  to figh t bill 
to  ban sa lm on farm ing

I
t
*•»

n J U N E A U  (A P )— R e p u b lic a n  Sen. Dick Eliason of Sitka is lead*. - ing a strong push to ban salmon farm ing in Alaska before it gets stai ted, but the bill first must clear rough water in a Senate com m ittee.Eliason’s bill is co-sponsored by three-quarters of the 20-member Senate. But the chairwoman of the Senate Resources Com m ittee, Sen. Bettye Fahrenkamp, is not one of its supporters, and the measure is in her; committee. ,Fahrenkamp, D -Fairbanks, said A laska will lose its position in the marketplace if it does not join the w o rld w id e  m ove to w a rd  pen- rearing of salmon. Several other countries already are heavily in­volved in salmon farm ing instead of relying solely on the com m ercial harvest of wild stocks, she said Monday. .“ For us to just without further stu d y . . .  say we’re not going to do it at a ll is asin in e ,”  F ah ren k am p  said. 'Unless legislation is passed this session to ban or postpone the start of fish farming in A laska , a two- year legislative moratorium on the pen-rearing of salmon and other species will expire Ju ly  1.However, a lack of state regula­tions governing salm on farm ing would delay any com m ercial activ­ity past Ju ly  1, said Rodger Pain­ter, director of the A laska Maricul-' ture Association in Ju n eau .Without a legislative ban on sal­mon farm ing, the Departm ent of F ish  and Gam e likely would have to start preparing regulations to gov­ern the new industry.Fahrenkam p favors legislative action  this session to allow  the start-up of salmon farm s in Alaska, with strict state regulation; .Pen-reared salmon already are produced in Norway, British Col­um bia, Chile, New Zealand and 10' states, Painter said. Avoiding the

SEN. BETTYE 
FAHRENKAMP
F a v o r s  f a r m i n gindustry in Alaska won’t help avoid competition in the marketplace, he said.On the other side of the debate is Eliason and 14 colleagues who sup­port the position of Alaska’s com ­m ercia l fisherm en, who largely  oppose fish farm ing.

• I
I



"if Marketable buffalo 
. making; comebackD E N V E R —There’s' more capi­talism than altruism these days be­hind the resurgence of the once nearly extinct buffalo—the shaggy animals are easier to raise, fetch - more per pound "and are lower in fat > _ * ^ r  and cholesterol than beef. • ^The buffalo, which once roamed the Great Plains like a moving black robe, was hunted for meat and hides in such great numbers that historians say by 1889 fewer - than 600 remained. Since 1970, the number of buffalo has doubled in > this country to abo»«t 60,ooo, accord- . ing to the American Bison Associa­tion. •

—The Associated Press

A K  C O U L D  H A V E  H E R D S  O F  B U F F A L O  

L I K E  S O M E  S T A T E S  H A V E  C O W S , - .

B U T  A K  P O L I T I C I A N S  L I K E  T H E  

S T A T U S  Q U O ,.•

(AK i m p o r t s  a b o u t  $ 3 0 0  m i l l i o n  

w o r t h  o f  m e a t  e a c h  y e a r , . .

A L A S K A N , .. j u s t  T H I N K  

a b o u t  it. 

p s : S w e d e n  p r o d u c e s  a b o u t

1 3 0 , 0 0 0  h e a d  o f  d o m e s t i c -  

ly  r a i s e d  m o o s e  p e r  y e a r .
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Mr. J o h n  P r e w e t t  
B o x  7 3 2 2 3
F a i r b a n k s ,  A K  9 9 7 0 7

D e a r  Mr. P r e w e t t :

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  l e t t e r  r e g a r d i n g  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  d o m e s t i c  
h u s b a n d r y  o f m o o s e  a n d  c a r i b o u .  I a p p r e c i a t e d  h e a r i n g  f r o m  you .

I h a v e  l o n g  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  w i l d  g a m e  r a n c h i n g  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  a 
r e l i a b l e  f o o d  s o u r c e  in m a n y  a r e a s  w i t h o u t  d i s r u p t i n g  t h e  n a t u r a l  
e n v i r o n m e n t .  I t h e r e f o r e  t h i n k  t h a t  Mr. C o l o m b o ’s p r o j e c t  s h o u l d  
b e  e n c o u r a g e d .  H o w e v e r ,  Mr. C o l o m b o  w i l l  n e e d  to s e e k  p e r m i s s i o n  
f r o m  the S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  
G a m e ,  n o t  f r o m  the U .S .  C o n g r e s s .  I t h e r e f o r e  e n c o u r a g e  y o u  t o  
w r i t e  to y o u r  S t a t e  l e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  a s k  f or t h e i r  s u p p o r t .

P l e a s e  c o n t i n u e  to k e e p  m e  i n f o r m e d  of y o u r  v i e w s  o n  t h i s  a n d  

o t h e r  m a t t e r s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

'DON YOUyG  
C o n g r e s s m a n  fgfr a^fl A l a s k a

D Y : rmm



W Jiy n o t  g am e ra n c h in g  to  re d u c e  AKJK k i l l  :
Moose have been killed on the railroad since it was built. With the nature of the terrain and the heavy snowfalls impeding their move­ment and covering their food sup­ply, the animals will continue to seek out the railroad bed and be killed.Various solutions have been tried, all very costly and apparent­ly without success. The moose kill in 1987-88 between Anchorage and Fairbanks was more than 400 head. I f  we average that out over 50 years, the number killed and their offspring would far exceed the number killed by sports hunters each year.I am firmly convinced that the only solution in the foreseeable fu­ture would be to round up the moose and relocate them to another area. I have therefore submitted a prop­osal to the Legislature to allow me to round up 100 head of yearling moose per year, transport them to Delta and raise them as domestic animals for a red meat industry.I have established a game breed­ing farm in the Delta Clearwater area with a herd of bison and will soon add reindeer and elk. Adding moose will not create any problem.I am confining the animals with New Zealand game fence, specifi­cally designed to confine large animals and for preditor control, and approved by the Wyoming Game Department and the Uni­versity of Alberta, which has a program for wildlife management.There are numerous sources of information on moose manage­ment. The Alaska Fish and Game has done intensive studies in the

G u e s t  O p i n i o n

By NICK COLOMBO
Kenai Moose Reserve and other locations. The University of Alaska and the University of Alberta have conducted studies. Moose manage­ment is used in Sweden to produce130,000 head of moose per year as a commercial enterprise.It is not to farfetched to consider that Alaska, with its vast land mass, sparse population, inex­haustible supply of water and geog­raphic location, could become the red meat bread basket of not only the Pacific Rim countries, but the Lower 48 states as well. Demand for low-cholestrol game meat will exceed the supply for the next 100 years.It is ridiculous to import $300 mil­lion worth of meat into Alaska each year when we could produce it here.Moose habitat can be created by simply chaining down the black spruce, which covers millions of acres and produces little game, allowing willows to grow and clear­ing enough to plant oat hay for win­ter feed. There is a minimum of en­vironmental impact.

Moose are indigenous to Alaska, eat scrub no other animal can sur­vive on, are less subject to disease, require a minimum of care, sur­vive in any weather conditions and have a 100 percent calving rate, making them an ideal red-meat producer.Gam e farm s are the fastest growing industry in the United States, but in Alaska there is a con- sensus that gam e farm s are against motherhood and apple pie. In spite of vast expenditures by the state for moose management, the harvest is far short of the demand. I don't believe the hunters should ob­ject to my proposal as I would only capture yearlings that would be kil­led by the train  before ever reaching maturity. Therefore, I be­lieve it is time for the private sector to be allowed to est ablish game ran­ches and raise the animals for a red-meat industry.I am certain I can work out a program with the railroad for ac­cess to the right-of-way to capture the moose. I would capture and transport the moose with no ex­pense to the state.With the downturn in the eco­nomy, Delta is a depressed area. It depends mainly on state and feder­al employment and that is subject to be cut at any time. My program would result in a boost to the grain and hay farmer, added transporta­tion, slaughterhouse and other necessary infrastructure, thereby creating year-around employment.The local high school students,

many of whom are farm-oriented, have expressed a keen interest in my program. Mike Carlson, the agriculture teacher, has stated he can set up a program to teach game management., thereby giving me trained personnel which I can em­ploy and they would remain in the area.If a fish is said to be worth a bar­rel of oil, then a moose would be worth 200 barrels, and as a renew­able resource, would go on produc­ing long after the oil has run out.I feel my program is positive in every respect and a complement to the state and people of Alaska.The present rhetoric in the state is that we should be more self- sustaining and produce more pro­ducts for export. Therefore I am asking the Legislature to consider the proposal I have submitted to them.
D. N ick Colombo owns the Delta C Game 

Ranch in Delta Junction, which raises buf­
falo and soon will raise reindeer and elk.

foH f l o m i i n p  ♦*•*•- —
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Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, Fairbanks, Alaska

T h i s  A l a s k a n  f a m i l y ,  f o r m e r l y  i n  t h e  m i n i n .  

b u s i n e s s ,  w a n t s  t o  t h a n k  t h e  e n v i o r m e n t a l :  I

f o r  h e l p i n g  t h e m  s e e  t h e  e v i l  o f  t h e i r  foj ;i. >r 
way o f  e a r n i n g  a l i v i n g .  M U R R Y  CHRISTMAS!!

T H A N K S  A  L O T





A L A S K A  G A M E  R A N C H E R S  A SSO CIA TIO NBecause there is a need for economic opportunities in our villages today, we would like to cultivate your support in the proceeding of a pilot project for moose ranching. On Sunday, M arch 11,1990, a Resolution was passed by the T C C  Executive Board of Directors showing support.Raising orphaned moose for local consumption and export is culturally compatible with subsistence activities and will identify the procedures, methods, and markets best suited for the development of such an industry that can be introduced to Native communities.
\zJ<z I I cvjX)W e propose that the first moose-farm be developed at Wrfran, 36.4 mile on the Steese Highway, being situated in prime moose habitat and a reasonable striking distance from Fairbanks and its veterinarians, biologist and hardware... Making exposure easily accessible in these early stages will be detrimental to the development of this versatile animal. We have the assets needed for this project to begin when that first calf gets abandoned by the all too often unnatural causes o f death to the mother on our highways, railroad tracks and neighborhoods today. We are ready to "put moose to more use . These orphans can be the beginning of a new tomorrow for our people living in our rural villages that have no other industry or economic base.As so called "progress" eats up more and more habitat creating more and more danger zones for the moose and lots o f other animals too, we must take on the responsibility of sound management. And just as millions of gallons o f oil have ruined our Prince William Sound, the present "Let nature take its course" attitude has got to change. The thousands already dead and done are too many and there will likely be thousands more, unless you and I do what we’ve go to do. It’s not just the ’white-mans’ mess, its the moose*-mess too, and that motivates me. And it should motivate you.*** There are two bills: H .B . -516 and S .B . -472, being considered by the legislature in Juneau right N O W . It is N O W  that we have to make our support known, and heard loudly, and clearly, that we are going to step into the management of our wildlife. The moose has as much "to do with our culture as any living thing, and has got to be preserved and propagated into our future to meet our subsistence and economic needs.*** Please contact your Senator or Representative in Juneau and voice your support today!!! You can write, call, or even send a public opinion from the Legislative Affairs office here in Fairbanks.And if you would be interested in joining the A L A S K A  G A M E  R A N C H E R S  A S S O C  A T IO N  and becoming a part o f a growing movement in Alaska today, please contact' sat: A .G .R .A .6808 SteeseFairbanks, Alaska 99712Thank you for your help and concern. Sincerely yours,

D oug and Opal Welton



POSSIBILITIES OF U S I N G  MOOSE FOR 
MILK PRODUCTION

Be cause of its qualities of composition, moose milk appears 

to be a very important food product, especially for northern 

re g i o n s  on a subsistence economy and with under-develop ed 

a n i m a l s  husb andry where there is found a notable shortage of 

fresh milk.

M o o s e  milk is a pure white color, much t h icker than cow's 

milk, w i thout smell, having a characteristic salty- 

a s t r i n g e n t  taste, easily turned (curdled). When added to 

s w e e t e n e d  coffee or tea, it acts like cow's cream. When 

p o u r e d  in a thin stream, the milk quickly evaporates and in 

the d r y  state resembles cheese in taste.

M o o s e  m i l k  shows a very high quality, it is significa ntly 

mo r e  nutritious than cow's milk. Studies show that butter 

ma d e  from moose milk contained m u c h  more vitamin A, C, and 

D. —  1956 - EXPERIMENTAL MOOSE - FARMING PECHORA - ILYCH 

N A T I O N A L  PARK, RUSSIA

A  female moose in the wild gives an average of 150 liters of 

m i l k  p e r  year. Due to regular milking, the lactation period 

m a y  b e  extended from four to six months. On the Moose farm, 

a f t e r  six years, the best female gave almost six liters 

daily, 402 liters per year. —  S O V I E T  UNION, E X P ERIMENTAL 

F A R M I N G  IN STATE NATURE PRESERVE OF 1962, GRZIMAK  A N I M A L  

LIFE ENCY CLOPEDIA VOL. 13

Early in the morning in answer to the bugle call, the moose 

a p p e a r  on the edge of the forest, there are already m o r e  

than 4 0 moose at the Kastroma Farm, which is only eight 

years old. In answer to the bugle call the moose come out 

of the forest to the pens. S alted w ater is ready for them 

and m i l k  and oatmeal for the calves. Some Moose cows yield



as much as six quarters of milk a day. A n d  w h a t  milk! It 

is five tim es r i c h e r  in protein and fat t h a n  o r d i n a r y  cow's 

milk. It c h u r n s  to excellent butter. T h e  moose are not at 

all fussy a b o u t  their feed, and that m a k e s  them ideal 

domestic a n i m a l s  in forested and marsh - c o v e r e d  regions. A 

year-old f emal e strayed from a herd, two yea rs later the 

animal a c c i d e n t a l l y  came upon the person w h o  had been it's 

herdsman. H e a r i n g  the voice, it ran up t o  him, sniffed at 

the man's face and nosed and poked its m u z z l e  into his 

pocket, w h e r e  h e  used to keep tidbits for t h e  animals. She 

followed t h e  m a n  some five or six miles to the farm and 

never left the place. It is interesting t h a t  the moose did 

not turn w i l d  after two years of living w i t h  w i l d  moose. 

—  KOSTROMA A G R I C U L T U R A L  EXPERIMENTAL S T A T I O N  S O V I E T  LIFE, 

MAY 1974

It has been established that the milking p r o c e s s  does not 

present any difficulties or danger to the milkers. The 

moose cows r e t u r n  punctually from their p a s t u r e s  to the farm 

to be milked. A t  first a milk yield of 75 t o  150 litres per 

cow was o b t a i n e d  for the lactation. F o u r t e e n  years later 

the top figure has been boosted to 430 l itres per cow by 

various m i l k i n g  methods.

Moose milk contains, on average, 10 percent o f  fat, some .15 

percent of protein, and many vitamins. Apprec i a b l e  

differences in milk yield between cows suggests 

possibilities o f  boosting milk productivity b y  selective 

breeding. —  T H E  J O URNAL OF THE FAUNA P R E S E R V A T I O N  SOCIETY, 

DEC. 1964



U TILIZATION  O F  MOOSE FOR 
S U B S I S T E N C E  VALUE

The management of d o m e s t i c a t e d  moose is a m at ter of great 

importance as sources of meat, of milk, and as d r a u g h t  

animals, (tools, clothing, jewelry, animal feed, 

f e r t i l i z e r ) .

As a source of meat the domes t i c a t e d  moose is h i g h l y  

productive. First, the loss of m e a t  due to w o u n d e d  animals 

ge t t i n g  away when hunted in t h e  wild is avoided. Second, 

domesti cation permits the meat productivity of m o o s e  to be 

ma naged by selection and feeding. Third, castr a t i o n  of 

Bulls excludes the appreciable losses in their m e a t  o u t p u t  

caused by the abrupt drop in t h e i r  fatness and weight d u r i n g  

the mating season (Sept . - O c t . ). Sexually m a t u r e

domesticated bulls, during the m a t i n g  period, will lose up 

to 20 per cent of their meat output, on the other hand, 

castrated domestic bulls remain in their well fed state 

until the beginning of winter, w h e n  the slaughter of me at 

animals begins.

In natural conditions, when the m o s t  nutritious gre en fodder 

is exhausted the calves stop g r o w i n g  for the w h o l e  winter. 

Consequently, six-months-old and year-old calves u s u a l l y  

have the same live weight. But w h e n  the domesticated c a l v e s  

on the farm were given additional forage in the form of 

potatoes and fodder root crops, they continued to g a i n  

we i g h t  through out the whole winter, by as much as 40-80 kg. 

This enabled the farm to obtain year-old calves w i t h  the

record live weight of 208 k g .  THE JOURNAL OF T H E  F A U N A

PRESERVATION SOCIETY - DEC. 1964



Moose Fanning?

The Tanana A t h a b a s c a n  Indians, w h o  lived around Fairbanks 

before the f o r e igner came, purposely m o d i f i e d  the 

environment to p r o d u c e  more food. The Indians recognized 

that spruce forests provide no food for moose and that they 

set fires to p r o d u c e  more moose browse.

Ivar Skarland is one of the few to have studied the early

ways of life. ---  AL A S K A  SCIENCE NUGGETS - NEIL DAVIS (PAGE

146)

Moose meat is l o w  in calories and cholesterol m a k i n g  them 

very attractive for production and world wide markets. They 

grow 5 lbs. a d a y  for the first six months.

The moose has b e e n  allowed to pasture unre strained from 

October to the end of May - during the entire time the moose 

farm has been in existence, there has not been a single 

instance of loss of domesticated to roaming wild moose. The 

rearing and t r a ining moose to conditions of d o m e sticatio n 

absolutely eliminate the seasonal migrated instinct. The 

application to dome sticated moose allows a m a n y  - . fold 

increase in e conomic return over what w e  receive from wild 

moose b y  managed h u n ting - EXPERIMENTAL MOOSE FARMING 1956 - 

RUSSIA

And all the above is in addition to the resources tha t will 

be mad® available from these animals. The hides can be 

tanned and made into clothes, crafts and collectibles, the 

bones can be m a d e  into tools (fleshing tools), crafts 

(dogsled made from jaw bone) , or ground for fertilizer or 

sold to a dog food industry. The antlers can be made into 

crafts (knifehandles, belt buckles...) or perhaps g round  for 

the orient (Elk horn in velvet sells for $26.00 an ounce)



and even the hard toes can be m a d e  into jewelry (resembling 

the l o o k  of b a l e e n ) .

T h i s  one resource w o u l d  be profitable for many di fferent and 

di v e r s e  industries, ranging from tourist businesses, 

airlines, hotels, garages, filling stations, photographers, 

t r u c k e r s  tanneries, biologist, teachers, vets, and artists 

and craftmans and on and on.,.



RA IS ING  MOOSE

In 1949, the expe ri m e n t a l  m o o s e  farm started out with 14 

moose under the age of three years old, with t h e  idea of 

raising  a domestic animal, and today there are domesticated 

animals of the t h i r d  and fourth generation in t h e  herd, all 

d i r e c t  descendents o f  the first fourteen. New-born calves 

up to five days old were found to be the most suitable for 

bottle-feeding on cow's milk and for domestication. They 

b e c o m e  attached for life to the individual feeding them. 

Such calves can be t u r ned loose w i t h o u t  fear that they will 

run away. At the age of three the tame animals u s u a l l y  bear 

t h e i r  first calves and in subsequent years reproduce 

regularly. Some n early always have two calves; others 

u s u a l l y  one calf; wh ile others t he chances of p r o d ucing one 

or two are about the same. T he farm has thus disproved the 

w i d e l y  held belief tha t moose do not reproduce in captivity. 

M o r eover some of the animals are now twelve y e a r s  old and 

only one adult has died of disease. The best results seem 

to come from a s y s t e m  of y ear -round unrestricted grazing, 

w i t h  the animals unattended by a herdsman, p e riodicall y 

rounded up for ch eck-ups and h e l d  in temporary corrals 

during the calving and mating season. —  THE J O U R N A L  OF THE 

FAUNA PRESERVATION SOCIETY, DEC. 1964

Calf Moose are b o r n  anytime b e t w e e n  April to the beginning 

of June, usually in mid-May. T h e y  grow up quickly. Bottle- 

raised male roe and red dleer regul a r l y  turn v i c i o u s  and 

dangerous when t h e y  grow up and come into rut. This has 

rarely been experienced with the largest and strongest of 

deer, the moose. T h e  reason m a y b e  that male m o o s e  in rut 

are quiet and gentle. Since the moose becomes tame so 

easily, their young have often been bottle raised in the 

Balties, Sweden, and Russia. From 1946 until 1948, moose 

were first captured w h e n  one to three days old for the moose



farm. Such animals became extremely tame and a t t a c h e d  to 

humans. —  GRZIMAK A N I M A L  LIFE ENCYCLOPEDIA 1962 - VOL. 13

N e w  b o r n  calves up t o  five days old were found to b e  the 

m o s t  suitable for b o t t l e - f e e d i n g  on cow's milk a n d  for 

domestication. T h e y  d o  not show any fear of man and, h a v i n g  

lost t h e i r  mother, f ollow him around on their own accord. 

T h e y  readi ly drink cow' s mi lk from a feeding b o t t l e  and 

b e c o m e  attached for life to the individual feeding them. 

Su c h  c a l v e s  can be t u r n e d  loose without fear that t h e y  will 

run away. At the a g e  of three years old the tame a n i m a l s  

u s u a l l y  bear their first calves and in subsequent years 

r e p r o d u c e  regularly. W h e n  calves were taken away from t h e i r  

d o m e s t i c a t e d  mothers imm ediately after birth and bottle-fed, 

the m i l k  cows were f o u n d  to transfer their maternal i n s t i n c t  

to t h e  milkers. —  T H E  J O URNAL OF THE FAUNA P R E SERVATION  

S O C I E T Y  - Dec. 1964 .



UT I L I Z I N G  DOMESTICATED M O O S E  
FOR TRANSPORT

Moose p o sse ss many q ualities of value as a draft animal, 

easily traverse: bogs, densely littered forests, deep snow,

have g r e a t  physical strength, are p r o v i d e d  w i t h  food anywhere, 

in w i n t e r  do not r e q u i r e  warm quarters, and are d o c i l e  to 

handle. At the same time these ani mals have their special 

biolog ical peculiarities. One c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  is their 

seden t a r y  way of life. Utilizing moose for draft requ ires 

p urposeful preparatory training of them from an early age. 

Practical w o r k  on the m o o s e  farm shows that there exists well- 

defined individual v ariat ions in the a mount of work a m o o s e  can 

do. In this regard selective culling has a g reat  effect o n  the 

creatio n of w o r k  moose. A program for w o r k  moose mus t take 

into a c c o u n t  seasonal variations in the y e a r l y  cycle o f  the 

moose. Moose ha ve the greates t capacity for w o r k  in the a u t u m n  

months. However, using greatly aroused and vicious b u l l s  for 

work at this time is impossibly dangerous, and after t h e  rut, 

they lose up to 20% of body weight. Hence, it is c o n c luded 

that bull m o o s e  in g e nera l are of little use for work, a n d  it 

is a d v i sa ble to use n o thin g but c a s t r a t e d  moose for this 

purpose. Castration c a u s e s  moose to b ecome v e r y  gentle and 

tractable, taking no p a r t  in the rut. They continue t o  gain 

body weight, and therefore, in autumn and the first h a l f  of 

winter, they are in excellent w o r king condition. Castration 

does not ad versely a f f e c t  growth of m oose  (even if it is 

carried out on a four-month old) and p r o mo tes apparent i n c r e a s e  

in the h a r d iness of these animals. W i t h  the approach o f  warm 

spring and summer w e a t h e r  the w o r k  e f f i c i e n c y  of m o o s e  is 

reduced, since the life activity  of n e arly all moose is l o w e r e d  

at this time and are m a i n l y  active at night and spend m o s t  all 

day lying in shady and cool parts of the forest or in small 

ponds. Therefore, at t h i s  time, w o r k  on the moose farm was 

done only at night and periodically. —  1956, Experimental 

Moose-farm, pechora-Ilych National Park, Russia



Since the noose become t a m e  so easily, their young have often 

been b o t t l e  raised in the Baltics, Sweden, and Russia. A 

biologist, Dr. Peter K r o t t  who resided in Finland, tri ed to 

ride two bottle-raised y o u n g  m o o s e  and drive them b e f o r e  a 

wagon. Almost full grown, they were strapped into a special 

harness, bridles, and h a l t e r s  without any resistance on the 

first attempt. This c o u l d  not be done with any young horse, no 

ma t t e r  h o w  tame, since it is more ticklish. Because a metal 

bit w o u l d  be to cold in t he winter, they had rubber. T h e y  did 

not p a y  any attention t o  the sleigh behind t h e m  and w a l k e d  

around with harness and s l e i g h  as if on their w a y  to pasture. 

After t wenty minutes, t h e y  w o u l d  browse in the bushes, they 

would lay down to recover from the strain. Later Peter Krott 

travell ed to several t o w n s  in Finland to show off his team. 

The two large animals w o u l d  follow their master, who lured them 

up the ramp onto the t r u c k  w i t h  a cabbage. Their h a l ters were  

tied to the front wall and, while  the truck was moving, they 

would lie down quietly, When they turned t heir heads their 

danger ous antlers were o n l y  millimeters from Mr. Krott's eyes - 

proof of how precisely they could control their movements. 

When Kr ott called them, they immediately put their m u z z l e s  

under his arm and followed like dogs. They wer e not b o t h e r e d  

in t heir shows by the crowds, the many cyclist, cars, and 

buses. Only at the station  were they terrified when a t r a i n  

dashed past them, a l t ho ugh after the train was gone, they 

calmed down and returned w i t h o u t  any diffi culties to the 

exhibitio n grounds. The children were delighted when, a m i d s t  

the crowd, the animals lay down to rest and ruminate. Even a 

private plane flown right above their heads did not b o t h e r  

them.

In the Soviet Union, t h e y  were more successful with t r a i n i n g  

moose for riding and p u l l i n g  carts. Cliff Drawings d i s c o v e r e d  

in Siberia show that m o o s e  tended by humans or h i t c h e d  to a 

sleigh, suggesting the m o o s e  was once as domesticated an animal



as the horse and the cow. As e a r l y  as 1938, the experimental 

institute of S erpuch owsk near M o s c o w  had thirteen tame moose 

who w e r e  hitched da ily to a sleigh. T h e y  would pull one ton 

and a half cubic meters of logs for fifteen kilometers. 

Unfortunately, this station was r u i n e d  during the German

occupation. Later rebuilt in S i b e r i a  in the state nature 

p r e serve where the moose's main d i e t  grows plentifully. From 

1946 to 1948, moose were first c a p t u r e d  when one to three days 

old for the moose farm. They i m m e d i a t e l y  drank cow's milk from 

the bottle. Such animals because e x t r e m e l y  tame and attached 

to humans. Alr eady at an age of t w o  to three months, the 

animals are put into a halter and a t t a c h e d  to a post with a 

rope. W ithin a few weeks, they learn h o w  to wal k on a leash. 

It is important that they not only o b e y  the familiar person's 

voice, but also that they respond to the sound of a horn.

Otherwise, they would only follow the people they know. As

soon as the moose have reached a w e i g h t  of 130 to 150 

kilograms, about six months old, t h e y  are trained to carry

loads and to pull carts. At three years, their training is 

completed and they are ready for work. T h e y  may be ridden and 

pull weights of several hundred pounds. Full-grown moose can 

carry up to 250 pounds, which is one third of their live 

weight. The moose may turn out to b e  of use for labor in the 

north. It needs no special food supply, as horses, or gasoline 

as cars. Deep snow, swamp, or fallen trees are no obstacles 

for it„ Even in the wi nter it does n o t  need a stable, but can 

lie down on the snow.

In Livonia, a forester named Harry W a l t e r  had a male moose,who 

skillfully jumped though an open w i n d o w  into and out of his 

room. During meals it would lie in the living room, and it 

followed him in the forest like a dog. While it could be 

ridden, it would not tolerate a saddle. —  GRZIMAK ANIMAL LIFE 
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E V E R Y  M O R N IN G  th e  y e a r  r o u n d ,  n o  m a i l e r  w h a t  t h e  w e a t h e r ,  a  

b u g le  c a l l s  I h r c u g h  Ih e  v i l l a g e  e l  S u m n r o k o v o .  T h e  b u g l e r  i s  

p a t ie n t ,  p e r s i s t e n t ,  r e p e a t in g  h i s  n o t e s  u n t i l  t h e  e l k  a p p e a r  o n  t h e  

e d g e  o f  t h e  f o r e s t .  T h e  d a y  h a s  b e g u n  fo r  I h e  c l k - b r e c d i n g  f a r m  a t  

I h c  K o s t r o m a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  E x p e r i m e n t a l  S t a t io n .

E l k  w e r e  c l o s e  t c  e x t in c t io n  a t  t h e  tu rn  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y :  t h e y  v / c r e  

m u c h  t c o  t e m p t in g  a n d  e a s y  g a m e  fo r  h u n t e r s .  O n ly  e x t r e m e  c o n ­

s e r v a t io n  m e a s u r e s  s a v e d  t h e m , a n d  t o d a y  t h e r e  a r e  h a l f  a  m i l l io n  

In  th e  S o v ie l  U n io n ,  F r o m  I h c  c e n t r a !  f o r e s t s  ( i n c l u d i n g  t h e s e  in  K c s -

t-VJ* n» 
l

' M y

I r o m a  R e g io n ) ,  th e  e l k  g r a d u a l l y  m o v e d  u p  to  t h e  C a u c a s u s  a r e  t h e  

C a r p a t h i a n s .

C l i l f  d r a w in g s  d i s c o v e r e d  in  S i b e r i a  s h o w  l h a l  Ih e  e l k  w a s  o n c e  

a s  d o m e s l i c a t e d  a n  a n im a l  a s  I h e  h o r s e  a n d  t h e  c o w .  W e  d o  n o t  

k n o w  w h y  it w e n t  v / i ld  a g a i n .

P e o p l e  lo l l  t h e  s t o r y  o f  a  y e a r - o ld  f e m a le  th a t  s t r a y e d  f ro m  a  h c - 'd  

In  o p e n  p a s lu r a g e  in  t h e  S i b e r i a n  t a ig a .  T w o  y e a r s  la t e r  t h e  a n i m a l  

a c c i d e n l a l l y  c a m e  u p o n  t h e  p e r s o n  w h o  h a d  b e e n  i t s  h e r d s m a n .  

H e a r in g  Ih e  v o i c e ,  it  r n  u p  lo  h im ,  s n i l i e d  a t  t h e  m a n ’s  f a c e  a n d  

n o s e  a n d  p o k e d  it s  m u z z le  in t o  I n s  p o c k e t ,  w h e r e  h e  u s e d  to  k e e p  

t id b i t s  f o r  t h e  a n im a l .  It f o l lo w e d  t h e  m a n  s o m e  f iv e  o r  s i x  m i l e s  

to  t h e  e l k - b r e e d in g  h u m  a n d  n e v e r  lo f t  t h e  p l a c e .  It i s  in t e r e s t in g  

th a t  t h e  e l k  h a d  n e t  l im i t 'd  w i ld  i r .  i h e  t v :o  y e a r s  it h a d  l i v e d  w i t h  

w i ld  e l k .

S o  d o m e s t i c a t in g  u lk  i s  n o t  lo o  d i f f i c u l t .  T h e  p r o b le m  is  lo  g e t  

t h e m  u s e d  lo  h e r d  l i f e  a n d  a  f i x e d  o r d e r  o f  I h i r g s .

B u t  I h e  jo b  i s  w o r t h  d o in g .  S o m e  e l k  c o w s  a t  t h e  K o s t r o m a  f a r m  

y ie ld  a s  m u c h  a s  s i x  q u a r t s  o l  m i lk  a  d a y .  A n d  w h a t  m i lk !  It  i s  f i v e  

t im e s  r i c h e r  in  p r o t e in  a n d  fa t  t h a n  o r d in a r y  c o w ’s  m i l k :  it c h u r n s  

lo  e x c e l l e n t  b u t t e r .  T h e  e lk  a r e  n o t  a l  a l l  f u s s y  a b o u t  t h e ir  t e e d ,  a r .d  

l h a l  m a k e s  th o rn  id e a l  d o m e s t i c  a n im a t e  in  f o r e s t e d  a n d  t n ig a - c c  .*  : 

r e g io n s ,  S i b e r i a  a n d  t h e  F a r  E a s t ,  l o ;  e x a m p l e ,  w h c ' c  Ih c  ' a d d e r  i s  

s p a r s e .

T h e r e  a r e  a l r e a d y  m o r e  t h a n  4 0  e l k  a t  t h e  K o s t r o m a  f a r m ,  w h i c h  

i s  o n ly  e ig h t  y e a r s  c l d .  E a r l y  in  I h e  m o r n in g ,  in  a n s w e r  lo  t h e  b u g le  

c a l l ,  t h e  e l k  c o m e  o u l  o f  Ih e  f o r e s t  lo  I h c  p e n s .  S a l t e d  w a t e r  i s  r e a d y  

lo r  t h e m  a n d  m i l k  a n d  o a l m c a l  f o r  ( l i e  c a l v e s .  T h e  c o w s  h a v e  to  b e  

m i lk e d  a n d .  f r o m  t im e  lo  t im e ,  w e i g h e d  a n d  m e a s u r e d .  T h e n  t h e y ' r e  

le d  o u l  lo  I h c  f o r e s t  to  g r a z e  t i l l  e v e n in g .  T h i s  i s  n o l  to  k e e n  t h e m  

f r o m  s c a t t e r i n g  b u t  lo  g e t  t h e m  m e r e  a c c u s t o m e d  lo  h e r d  l i f e .

■ F o u r  y o u n g  p e o p le — A l e x e i  M ik h a i lo v .  I h c  fa rm ’s  d i r e c t o r ,  a n d  

h i s  w i l e  P o l i n a  ( b o i i i  a r e  g r a d u a t e s  o l  K o s t r o m a ’s  A g r i c u l t u r a l  

In s t i t u t e )  a n d  l a b o r a t o r y  a s s i s t a n t s  N a d o z h d a  B u r k i n a  a n d  A l e x e i  

K e l i p — m a k e  u p  a  le a r n  w h o s e  p r a c l i c a l  r e s e a r c h  h a s  a w a k e n e d  

in t e r e s t  b e y o n d  K c s l r o m a  R e g io n .  L a s t  s p r in g  s o m e t h in g  h a p p e n e d  

a t  th e  f a r m  w h i c h  e v e n  g e l  s o m e  a t t e n t io n  a b r o a d .  N in e t e e n  c a l v e s  

w o r e  b o r n  o n  o n e  d a y .  A n d  n o t  o n e  o f  t h e m  d ie d .  A n  a c k n o w l e d g e d  

r e c o r d  h o ld e r  h e r e  is  N a k h o d k a ,  w h o  l i a s  a l r e a d y  d r o p p e d  n i n e  

c a l v e s :  o n e  I h e  f i r s t  y e a r  a n d  t w in s  a n n u a l l y  e v e r  s in c e .
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BY SEN. COGHILL

1 IN THE SENATE

2 SENATE BILL NO. 472

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

5 A BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act authorizing moose farming."

7 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

8 * Section 1. AS 16.40.010 is amended to read:

9 Sec. 16.40.010. DISPOSITION OF SURPLUS BUFFALOMOOSE, AND MUSK

10 OXKN. Whenever it ir. del <• rmuu-d by Ihe department that a .surplus

11 [EXISTS IN THE HERDS] of buffalo, moose, and musk oxen exists [UNDER

12 ITS CONTROL], the department may, under regulations adopted by it ,

13 grant the surplus or portions of it  to persons, groups, associations,

14 partnerships, or corporations for the purpose of raising and breeding

15 the animals as domestic stock for commercial purposes, or for scien-

16 t if ic  and educational purposes. A person, group, association, part-

17 nership, or corporation may receive animals only after proving to the

18 satisfaction of the department

19 (1) intent to raise and breed the animals; and

20 (2) possession of facilities for maintaining the animals

21 under positive control.

22 * Sec. 2. AS 16.40.020 is amended to read:

23 Sec. 16.40.020. SALE OF MEAT. The sale of buffalo, moose, or

24 musk oxen meat resulting from the slaughter of animals obtained under

25 AS 16.40.010, or their offspring is authorized.

SB0472a -1- SB 472
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I n t r o d u c e d :  2/12/90 6-2213A
R e f e r r e d :  R e s o u r c e s

3Y REP. SHULTZ, Zavacki

1 IN THE HOUSE

2 HOUSE BILL NO. 516

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

5 A BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act authorizing moose farming."

7 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

8 * Section 1. AS 16.40.010 is amended to read:

9 Sec. 16.40.010. DISPOSITION OF SURPLUS BUFFALO. MOOSE. AND MUSK

10 OXEN. Whenever it .s determined by the department that a surplus

11 [EXISTS IN THE HERDS] of buffalo, moose, and musk oxen exists [UNDER

12 ITS CONTROL], the department may, under regulations adopted by i t ,

13 grant the surplus or portions of it  to persons, groups, associations,

1̂  partnerships, or corporations for the purpose of raising and breeding

15 the animals as domestic stock for commercial purposes, or for scien-

16 t if ic  and educational purposes. A person, group, association, part-

17 nership, or corporation may receive animals only after proving to the

18 satisfaction of the department

19 (1) intent to raise and breed the animals; and

20 (2) possession of fac ilities for maintaining the animals

21 under positive control.

22 * Sec. 2 .  AS 16.40.020 is amended to read:

23 Sec. 16.40.020. SALE OF MEAT. The sale of buffalOj moose. or

24 auak oxen meat resulting from the slaughter of animals obtained under

25 AS 16.40.010, or their offspring is authorized.

H B U 5 1 6A -1 - HB 516
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SB 472

S ENATE B I L L  NO. 472 b y  Senator Coghill, entitled:

"An A c t  a u t h o r i z i n g  moose farming."

was r e a d  the first time and refer r e d  t o  t h e  R esou r c e s  
C o m m i t t e e  and the F i n a n c e  Committee.

April 10, 1990 SENATE J O U R N A L  p. 3322

SB 472

The R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  cons idered SENATE B I L L  NO. 472 (An 
A c t  a u t h o r i z i n g  m o o s e  farming) and a m a j o r i t y  of the 
c o m m i t t e e  r e c o m m e n d e d  do pass. The r e port w a s  s ign ed by
S e n a t o r  Fahrenkamp, Chair, and c o n c urred in b y  S e n ato rs 
Frank, Z h aroff and Sturgulewski.

Zero fiscal note p u b l i s h e d  today from D e p a r t m e n t  of Fish and 
Game.

S E NAT E B I L L  NO. 472 w a s  referred to the F i na nce Committee.

A pril 20, 1990 SENATE J O U R N A L  p. 3481

SB 472

The F i n a n c e  C o m m ittee considered S ENATE B I L L  NO. 472 (An Act 
a u t h o r i z i n g  m o o s e  f a r m i n g ) . S e n a t o r  Uehling, C o - C h a i r  and 
S e n a t o r  D uncan s igned "no recommenda tion." S e n a t o r s  Frank, 
Zh a r o f f  and Pearce signed "do pass."

P r e v i o u s  zero fiscal note.

S ENATE B I L L  NO. 472 w a s  referred to the R u l e s  Committee.

A pril 24, 1990 SENATE J O U R N A L p. 3553



The R u l e s  C o m m ittee consid e r e d  S E N A T E  BIL L NO. 472 (An Act 
a u t h o r i z i n g  m o o s e  farming) a n d  a m a j o r i t y  of the committee 
r e c o m m e n d e d  calendar. The r e p o r t  was s i g n e d  b y  S e n ator
Sturgulewski, Chair, and c o n c u r r e d  in b y  S e n a t o r s  Eliason 
and Kerttula.

SB 4 7 2

S ENATE B I L L  NO. 472 is on t o d a y’s calendar.

April 24, 1990 SENATE J O U R N A L  p. 3570

SB 472

S e n a t o r  R o d e y  m o v e d  and asked u n a n i m o u s  c o n s e n t  t h a t  SENATE 
BILL NO. 472 (An A c t  a u t h o r i z i n g  m o o s e  farming) be h e l d  to 
the A p r i l  25 calendar. W i t h o u t  objection, t h e  bi ll w i l l  be 
on t h e  A p r i l  25 calendar.

A pril 25, 1990 SENATE J O U R N A L  p. 3589

SB 472

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 472 (An Act a u t h o r i z i n g  m o o s e  farming) which 
h a d  b e e n  h e l d  from April 24 (page 3570) was r e a d  the second 
time.

S e n a t o r  R o d e y  m o v e d  and asked u n a n i m o u s  c o n s e n t  t h a t  SENATE 
B I L L  NO. 472 be c o n s i d e r e d  engrossed, a d v a n c e d  to third 
r e a d i n g  a n d  p l a c e d  on final passage. W i t h o u t  objection, it 
was so ordered.

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 472 w a s  read t h e  t h i r d  time.

The q u e s t i o n  being: "Shall S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 472 (An Act
a u t h o r i z i n g  m o o s e  farming) pass the Senate?" T h e  roll was 
t a k e n  w i t h  the f o l l o w i n g  result:

SB 472 3RD

Yeas: 11 Binkley, Coghill, Duncan, Eliason,
Fahrenkamp, Frank, Halford, Jones, 
Pearce, Sturgulewski, Z h aroff

Nays: 7 Faiks, Fischer, Kelly, Kerttula,
Pourchot, Szymanski, U e h l i n g

Absent: 2 Adams, R o d e y

and so, S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 472 p a s s e d  t h e  Senate.

S e n a t o r  C o g h i l l  g a v e  n o t i c e  o f  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n .
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APR 1 •? 1990

A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  of F i s h  and G a m e  
D i v i s i o n  o f  Wildl i f e  C o n s e r v a t i o n

B R I E F I N G  P A P E R  O N  M O O S E  F A R M I N G

SB 472 an d H B  516 w o u l d  a m e n d  AS 1 6 . 4 0 . 0 1 0  a n d  AS 1 6 . 4 0.020 to 
allow m o o s e  t o  b e  r a i s e d  as d o m e s t i c  a n i m a l s  for c o m m e r c i a l  
purpose s a n d  a l l o w  m e a t  from these a n i m a l s  be sold. AS
16.40.010 a l l o w s  the D e p a r t m e n t  of Fish a n d  G a m e  t o  g r a n t  surpl us 
buffalo  o r  m u s k o x e n  t o  p e r s o n s  or g r o u p s  for the p u r p o s e  of 
raising a n d  b r e e d i n g  t h e s e  animals as d o m e s t i c  s t o c k  for 
comme r c i a l  p urposes. T h e  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  a d d  m o o s e  to 
the s p e cies t h a t  c o u l d  b e  g r a n t e d  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  for p r i v a t e  
ownership.

Th e  D e p a r t m e n t  of Fish a n d  G a m e  is o p p o s e d  to S B  472 and HB 516 
for biologica l, economic, a n d  social r e a s o n s .

wj i d i i f e  M anaggffigDt - S f in s f iE n s

M o o s e  are the m o s t  h i g h l y  s o u g h t  a f t e r  g a m e  s p e c i e s  b y  r e s i d e n t  
and n o n r e s i d e n t  hunters. A b o u t  7 , 5 0 0  t o  8 ,00 0 m o o s e  are 
ha r v e s t e d  e a c h  y e a r  b y  n b o u t  50,000 h u n t e r s .  In 1989, d r a w i n g  
p ermit h u n t s  w e r e  o v e r s u b s c r i b e d  b y  m o r e  t h a n  2 5 ,000 requests. 
M o o s e  also  p r o v i d e  a m a j o r  food base f o r  o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  w i l d l i f e  
species. Tourists, ph otographers , a n d  o u t d o o r  e n t h u s i a s t s  
ea gerly s e e k  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to o b s erve m o o s e .

Th e  p r i m a r y  p r o p o n e n t  of t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  (Mr. N i c k  C o l u m b o  from 
Delta) has p r o p o s e d  c a p t u r i n g  moose a l o n g  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  
near T a l k e e t n a  as a s o u r c e  of m o o s e  for h i s  c o m m e r c i a l  operation. 
He claims t h i s  w o u l d  r e d u c e  the n u m b e r  o f  m o o s e  k i l l e d  b y  trains. 
Several t h o u s a n d  m o o s e  o c c u r  in this a r e a  a n d  it w o u l d  be 
imposs i b l e  to p r e d e t e r m i n e  w h i c h  m o o s e  m i g h t  be k i l l e d  by a 
train. W h e t h e r  m o o s e  are k i l l e d  by t r a i n s  o r  r e m o v e d  t o  m o o s e  
farms, t h e  r e s u l t  is t h e  s a m e — fewer n o o s e  a l o n g  t h e  r a i l r o a d  
corridor. P u b l i c  d e m a n d  for m o o s e  in t h i s  a r e a  (GMU 1 4 A  and 14B) 
is v e r y  high. T h e  1989 s e a s o n  for r e s i d e n t  h u n t e r s  w a s  for 1 
bull and l a s t e d  f r o m  20 to 30 days. In G M U  14A, t h e r e  w a s  also a 
c o w  s e a s o n  b y  d r a w i n g  permits; 12,500 h u n t e r s  e n t e r e d  t h e  d r a w i n g  
for 400 permits. O u r  r e c o r d s  indicate t h a t  a b o u t  4,000 h u n t e r s  
p u r s u e d  m o o s e  in t h e s e  g a m e  m a n a g e m e n t  s u b u n i t s  d u r i n g  t h e  1989 
season. T h e s e  h u n t e r s  h a r v e s t e d  over 7 0 0  moose. Obviously , the 
de m a n d  for m o o s e  g r e a t l y  e x c e e d s  the s u p p l y  in this area. The 
saniu: is true, for n e a r l y  all o t h e r  parts o f  Alaska.

Fa rming of m o o s e  will r e q u i r e  large a c r e a g e s .  Mr. C o l u m b o  has 
reques ted a l e a s e  of 4,000 a cres  of s t a t e  lan d n e a r  Delta for his 
operation. F e n c i n g  of this land w o u l d  e x c l u d e  its u s e  b y  o t h e r  
m o o s e  and m a n y  o t h e r  w i l d l i f e  species. Also, p r e d a t o r s  such as 
gr i z z l y  bears, b l a c k  bears, and w o lves a r e  c o m m o n  nea r Delta and 
mo s t  o t h e r  p l a c e s  w h e r e  g a m e  farming m i g h t  occur. C o n f l i c t s
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b e t ween a mioose farm and p r e d a t o r s  are c e r t a i n .  P a s s a g e  o f  thi s 
l e g i s l a t i o n  and approval of Mr. C o l u m b o ' s  l e a s e  r e q u e s t  w o u l d  
remove 4 , 0 0 0  acres of p r o d u c t i v e  state-owne-d w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  
from p r o d u c t i o n  of w i l d l i f e  for g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  u s e  and e n j o y m e n t .  
Pr e da tor p o p u l a t i o n s  o v e r  a m u c h  l a r g e r  a r e a  w o u l d  l i k e l y  be 
impacted.

The D e p a r t m e n t  w o u l d  bit r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  e n s u r i n g  t h e  g e n e r a l  
w e lfare and; h umane t r e a t m e n t  of m o o s e  o n  f a r m s  b e c a u s e  m o o s e  a r e  
classi f i e d  as big gam e a n imals and t h e  p u b l i c  e x p e c t s  us to 
ensure t h e  h u man e t r e a t m e n t  of all w i l d l i f e .  T h e  A l a s k a  Zoo in 
An c h o r a g e  is a good e x a m p l e  of w h e r e  t h e  p u b l i c  d e m a n d e d  
Departmental, o versight b e y o n d  r e q u i r e d  p e r m i t  c o n d i t i o n s .  A  
large m o o s e  farm as e n v i s i o n e d  b y  Mr. C o l u m b o  w o u l d  p o s e  s e v e r a l  
problems. M o o s e  are n o t  a h e r d  animal. C o w s  w i t h  c a l v e s  a r e  
so l it ary a n d  oth er m o o s e  s e l d o m  o c c u r  in g r o u p s  o f  m o r e  t h a n  4 o r
5. To p l a c e  100 plus m o o s e  into a 4 , 0 0 0 - a c r e  p a s t u r e  w i l l  c r e a t e  
ag g r e s s i v e  b e h a v i o r  t h a t  c o u l d  injure m a n y  a n i m a l s .  S u c h  d e n s e  
s t o c k i n g  r a t e s  could a l s o  cause d i s e a s e  p r o b l e m s  and t h e s e  
disease s c o u l d  be t r a n s m i t t e d  to w i l d  m o o s e  o r  d o m e s t i c  s p e c i e s  
outside t h e  enclosure.

A  larger p r o b l e m  w o u l d  be c r e a t e d  b y  p a s s a g e  of H B  5 1 6 / S B  472 
w h e n  p e o p l e  us e this l e g i s l a t i o n  to o w n  a f e w  m o o s e  as a h o b b y  o r  
to p r o m o t e  t h e i r  t o u r i s t  business. S u c h  r o a d - s i d e  a t t r a c t i o n s  
are n o t o r i o u s  for m i s t r e a t m e n t  of a n i m a l s  a n d  A l a s k a  h a s  s t r i c t l y  
p r o h i b i t e d  s u c h  a c t i v i t y  in the past. I n d i v i d u a l s  h o l d i n g  m o o s e  
to p r o m o t e  t h e i r  t o u r i s t  t r a d e  will l i k e l y  h a v e  no t r a i n i n g  in
animal h u s b a n d r y  o r  k n o w l e d g e  of h o w  t o  h a n d l e  a large, w i l d
animal. E v e n  m o o s e  b o t t l e - r a i s e d  a n d  a c c u s t o m e d  to h u m a n s  c a n  
b e c o m e  v e r y  a g g r e s s i v e  and dange rous. T h e  s t a t e  m a y  b e  h e l d
liable for a l l o w i n g  u n t r a i n e d  p e o p l e  t o  h o l d  w i l d  a n i m a l s  if a
m o o s e  i n j u r e d  someone.

A l l o w i n g  t h e  aale of m o o s e  m e a t  w i l l  c r e a t e  s e r i o u s  l a w
e n f o r c e m e n t  problems. P o a c h i n g  of m o o s e  f o r  c o m m e r c i a l  s a l e  w i l l  
be c o m e  m o r e  c o m m o n  a n d  d i f f i c u l t  to e n f o r c e .  U n e t h i c a l  m o o s e  
farmers c o u l d  w o r k  w i t h  p o a c h e r s  t o  c o n f u s e  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t .  
A l l o w i n g  s a l e  of m o o s e  m e a t  w i l l  a d d  a n  e c o n o m i c  i n c e n t i v e  t o  
p o a c h e r s  t h a t  c u r r e n t l y  is absent. F o r  t h i s  r e as on, in A l b e r t a  
a n d  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  p r o v i n c e s  w h e r e  e l k  f a r m i n g  is common, t h e  s a l e  
of e l k  m e a t  is prohibited. F a r m e r s  i n  A l b e r t a  can sell o n l y
a n t l e r s  a n d  b r e e d i n g  s t o c k  t o  o t h e r  farms.

Cu r r e n t  l e v e l s  of w i l d l i f e  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a r e  i n a d e q u a t e  t o  c o p e
w i t h  this n e w  burden. In W e s t  Germany, w h e r e  s a l e  of w i l d l i f e  is 
legal, t h e r e  are 65,000 a r m e d  w i l d i f e  p r o t e c t i o n  a g e n t s  (game 
wardens) o r  1 for e v e r y  1.5 s q u a r e  m i l e s  (Geist 1988, 
C o n s e r v a t i o n  Biology, 2 ():.) : 15-27). S till , p o a c h i n g  is c o n s i d e r e d  
a problem. In A l a s k a  we h a v e  a b o u t  75 F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e  
P r o t e c t i o n  O f f i c e r s  plus a b o u t  300 e m p l o y e e s  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of 
Fish and G a m e  w h o  are deputized. C o u n t i n g  even p a r t - t i m e  
d e p u t i z e d  o f f i c e r s ,  this is 1 o f f i c e r  p e r  1 , 5 0 0  s q u a r e  m i l e s  of 
land. It is v e r y  u n l i k e l y  that the l e v e l  o f  law e n f o r c e m e n t
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w o u l d  b e  raised to a d e q u a t e l y  e n for ce g a m e  r e g u l a t i o n s  if sale of 
moose m e a t  is allowed.

Economi c Reality

Moose are e x p e n sive to m a i n t a i n  in captivity. A n  a v e r a g e  m o o s e  
will c o n s u m e  20 to 30 p o u n d s  of food p e r  day in t h e  s u m m e r  and 10 
to 12 p o u n d s  in the winter. The m o s t  p r o d u c t i v e  areas in the 
state c a n  s u pport  6 to 8 m o o s e  per s q u a r e  mi le d u r i n g  the winter. 
Mr. C o l u m b o  pl ans to s t o c k  in excess of 16 m o o s e  p e r  square m i l e  
on his farm. A  h i g h  level of s u p p l e m e n t a l  feeding w i l l  be 
required. M o o s e  have e v o l v e d  to eat leaves and stems of w o o d y  
plants. T h e y  c a n n o t  survi ve l o n g - t e r m  on a diet w h i c h  s u s t a i n s  
cows, sheep, or horses. All m o o s e  h e l d  in c a p t i v i t y  t h r o u g h o u t  
the w o r l d  are fed n a t i v e  b r o w s e  or a p e l l e t e d  r a t i o n  t h a t  
contains 33% aspen sawdust. This p e l l e t e d  food is expensive, 
roughly t w i c e  the cost of d o m e s t i c  l i v e s t o c k  feed.

Game f a r m i n g  has p r o v e n  economical  in some p a r t s  of Canada, m o s t  
notably  A l b e r t a  w h e r e  elk and b i s o n  farms a re common. However, 
none of t h e s e  farms r aise moo se c o m m e r c i a l l y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  are n o t  
profitable. A  few f a rmer s in A l b e r t a  do h a v e  1 or 2 moose; t h e  
most o w n e d  b y  a n y  one farmer is 6 animals. T h i s  farm is a w i l d  
animal p a r k  for tourists. No m o o s e  farms e x i s t  in t h e  Y u k o n  
Territory.

The Y u k o n  Territory, D e p a r t m e n t  of R e n e w a b l e  R e s o u r c e s  c o n t r a c t e d  
with a p r i v a t e  c o n s u l t i n g  firm in 1986 to a n a l y z e  the e c o n o m i c  
feasib i l i t y  of g a m e  r a n c h i n g  in the Yukon. T h i s  r e p o r t  c o n c l u d e d  
that m o o s e  are n o t  s u i t a b l e  animals for g a m e  f a r m i n g  b e c a u s e  of
their t e n d e n c y  t o  a c q u i r e  d e n s i t y - r e l a t e d  disease. T h e  Y u k o n
g o v e r n m e n t  s u b s e q u e n t l y  a d o p t e d  a g a m e  r a n c h i n g  p o l i c y  t h a t  
pr o h ibits the u s e  of m o o s e  in g a m e  farming. T h e  same r e p o r t
co n c l u d e d  t h a t  e l k  f a r ming m i g h t  be e c o n o m i c a l l y  viable, but the 
average initial i n v e s t m e n t  for an e l k  farm w o u l d  be from $400,0 00 
to $450,000 a nd annual o p e r a t i n g  c o s t s  w o u l d  b e  $17,000 to 
$20,000, e x c l u d i n g  labor. No income w a s  p r e d i c t e d  for t h e  first 
2 years o f  operation.

Mo o s e  f a r m i n g  is not e c o n o m i c a l l y  f e a s i b l e  in a r e a s  w h e r e  g a m e  
farms h a v e  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  and m u c h  e ffort h a s  b e e n  s p e n t  to 
e s t a b l i s h  m a r k e t s  for w i l d  g a m e  products. T o  e x p e c t  such
e n d e a v o r s  t o  s u c c e e d  in A l a s k a  w h e r e  no i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  e x ists and 
no m a r k e t  h a s  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  is not realistic. T h e  st ate has 
p r o m o t e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o j e c t s  in t h e  p a s t  t h a t  r e s u l t e d  in 
c o n t i n u i n g  subsidies. W e  c o n s i d e r  p r o v i d i n g  .100 p u b l i c l y  o wned 
moose to p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p  a subsidy. Also, f e n cing 4,000 acres 
with a fence t h a t  will a d e q u a t e l y  e n c l o s e  m o o s e  a n d  e x c l u d e  b i s o n  
(a w i l d  b i s o n  h e r d  o ccurs in this area) will be v e r y  c o s t l y  and 
could r e s u l t  in a request for a s u b s i d y  t h r o u g h  a s t a t e  loan.

Some p r o p o n e n t s  of m o o s e  farming h a v e  r e f e r r e d  t o  r e p o r t s  from 
Russia w h e r e  t h e y  t h i n k  m o o s e  have b e e n  used s u c c e s s f u l l y  as w o r k  
animals, fcr m i l k  production, or for meat production. T h e s e
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reports a r e  not true. R u s s i a  i n i t i a t e d  a larg e m o o s e
d o m e s t i c a t i o n  p r oj ect in the e a r l y  1940's. T h e y  b u i l t  2 large 
farms, o n e  in t h e  Pechora R i v e r  V a l l e y  a n d  o n e  in c e n t r a l  
Siberia. Both farms c l o s e d  in the m i d - 1 9 6 0 ' s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e  
economi c failures. It is d i f f i c u l t  to o b t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  on this 
pr oject b e c a u s e  the Soviets d o  not p u b l i c i z e  t h e i r  failures. 
However, m o o s e  specia l i s t s  on o u r  s t a f f  h a v e  o b t a i n e d  some 
s c i e n t i f i c  r e p orts a n d  h a v e  h a d  sever al d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  S o v i e t  
bi o l o g i s t s  w h o  w o r k e d  on the project. A  s y n o p s i s  of w h a t  we 
learned follows:

M o o s e  could not be used for w o r k  a n i m a l s  e x c e p t  d u r i n g  
winter. M o o s e  do not h a v e  s w e a t  glands, so w o r k i n g  t h e  
m o o s e  d u r i n g  s ummer c a u s e d  o v e r h e a t i n g  and death. M i l k  
p r o d u c t i o n  w a s  low; to a c h i e v e  a m o d e s t  a m o u n t  of 
p r o d u c t i o n  t h e  m o o s e  had t o  be m i l k e d  6 t i m e s  p e r  d a y  
an d  l a b o r  costs w e r e  pro hibitive. T h e  S o v i e t s  l e a r n e d  
t h e y  c o u l d  p r o d u c e  as m a n y  m o o s e  t h r o u g h  i n t e n s i v e  
m a n a g e m e n t  of w i l d  animals as on t h e  farms. T h e y  a l s o  
h a d  m a n y  b e h a v i o r  p r o b l e m s  and h a d  to h a n d - c u t  b r o w s e  
t o  f e e d  the  moose. The m o o s e  farm in t h e  P e c h o r a  R i v e r  
V a l l e y  o p e rates t oday as a field r e s e a r c h  c e n t e r  t o  
s t u d y  m o o s e  n u t r i t i o n  and p hysiol ogy. T h e  o t h e r  farm 
w a s  abandoned.

Social C o n s i d e r a t i o n s

A l a s k a ' s  w i l d l i f e  r e s o u r c e s  are a h i g h l y  v a l u a b l e  e c o n o m i c  assft. 
W i l d l i f e  c o n t r i b u t e s  h u n d r e d s  of m i l l i o n s  of d o l l a r s  a n n u a l l y  to 
Al a s k a ' s  e c o n o m y  t h r o u g h  tourism, guiding, hunting, and 
subsistence. T o u r i s t s  list t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to see w i l d l i f e  as 
their p r i m a r y  r e a s o n  fcr v i s i t i n g  Alaska. T h e  e x p e r i e n c e  of 
o b s e r v i n g  w i l d l i f e  w i l l  b e  d i m i n i s h e d  in v a l u e  if t o u r i s t s  
o b s e r v e  m o o s e  at r o a d - s i d e  a t t r a c t i o n s  a n d  g a m e  farms.

The f o u n d a t i o n  of w i l d l i f e  m a n a g e m e n t  in t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  is 
p u b l i c  o w n e r s h i p  o f  t h e  w i l d l i f e  r e s o u r c e  a n d  a p r o h i b i t i o n  on 
co m m e r c i a l  use (sale of m e a t  o r  a n imal parts) of t h e  w i l d l i f e  
resources. T h e s e  2 b a s i c  p r e m i s e s  m a k e  it p o s s i b l e  f or m o s t  
c i t i z e n s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  in h u n t i n g  at a l o w  c o s t  a n d  i n c r e a s e  the 
d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  w i l d  m e a t  b e c a u s e  it c an o n l y  b e  o b t a i n e d  t h r o u g h  
hunting. T h e  u s e  of w i l d l i f e  in E u r o p e  h a s  d e t e r i o r a t e d ,  in 
large part, d u e  t o  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p  o f  game. O n l y  a b o u t  3% of 
E u r o p e a n s  are h u n t e r s  b e c a u s e  c o s t s  are p r o h i b i t i v e  a n d  g a m e  m e a t  
can b e  purcha s e d .  L e g a l i z a t i o n  of m o o s e  farms w o u l d  s t a r t  A l a s k a  
on a p a t h  to p r i v a t e  h u n t i n g  p r e s e r v e s  a n d  the E u r o p e a n  s y s t e m  of 
hunting. We s t r o n g l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  s u c h  a c t i o n  w o u l d  b e  a m a j o r  
error a n d  w o u l d  be d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  s u c c e s s f u l  w i l d l i f e  m a n a g e m e n t  
in Alaska.
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THE HOUSE F I N A N C E  V E R S I O N  OF SB 493, M E N T A L  H E A L T H  LANDS 

HCS CS SB 493 (FIN)
THE V E R S I O N  C O M I N G  B A C K  TO THE SENATE FOR C O N C U R R E N C E  M AKE S THESE 
C H A N G E S .

1. T h e  rental v a l u e  c o n s t i t u t i n g  the m en tal h e a l t h  t r u s t  corpus i 
equal to six p e r c e n t  of t h e  unres t r i c t e d  g e n e r a l  fund revenue.

2. The l e g i s l a t i v e l y  d e s i g n a t e d  lands as of 9/7/87. Income from 
the l e g i s l a t i v e l y  d e s i g n a t e d  lands is d e p o s i t e d  into the mental 
h e a l t h  t r u s t  i n c o m e  account.

The House F i n a n c e  l e t t e r  of intent is not a d opte d 

The S E NATE F I N A N C E  V E R S I O N  PROVIDES:

1. The re ntal v a l u e  c o n s t i t u t i n g  the mental h e a l t h  t r u s t  corpus 
is equal to five p e r c e n t  of the unrest r i c t e d  g e neral fund revenue

2. N o  r e v e n u e  s t r e a m  from the l e g islat ively d e s i g n a t e d  lands.
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IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE O F  A L A S K A  

S I X T E E N T H  L EGISLATURE  - SECOND S E S S I O N

A BILL

F o r  an Act entitled: "An A c t  relating to the r e c o n s t i t u t i o n  and a d m i n i s­

tra t i o n  of the m enta l h e a l t h  trust."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 37.14.011(b) is amend ed to read:

(b) The amount determined under (c) of this s e c tion as the [FAIR 

MARKET] rental v a l u e of the land consti t u t i n g  the m e n t a l  h e a l t h  trust 

corpus is the earnings of the trust and the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of r e v e n u e

shall a n n ually a l l ocat e that amount from the g e n e r a l  fund to the

mental h e a l t h  trust income account.

* Sec. 2. AS 3 7 . 1 4 . 0 1 1 (c) is repealed and r e e n a c t e d  to read:

(c) The rental v a l u e  of the land c o n s t i t u t i n g  the mental h e a l t h  

trust corpus is equal to eight percen t of the v a l u e  of the land s e­

lected or p a t en ted to the state under sec. 202 of the A l a s k a  M e n t a l  

Health E n a b l i n g  Act. At least every five years, commen c i n g  wi th 1992, 

the value of the land selected or p a t e n t e d  to the state u n d e r  sec. 202 

of the A l a s k a  Mental H e a l t h  Enabling Act, shall be r e d e t e r m i n e d  as 

follows:

(1) the n u m b e r  of acres of land selected or p a t ent ed to ths 

state under sec. 202 of the A l aska Mental H e a l t h  E n a b l i n g  Act in each 

m u n i c i p a l i t y  that assesses land for p r o perty tax p u r poses shall be 

divided by the total numb er of acres of land sele cted or p a t e n t e d  to 

the state under sec. 202 of the A l a s k a  M e ntal H e a l t h  E n a b l i n g  Act that 

is located in m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  that assess land for p r o p e r t y  tax p u r­

poses; the result of this division is the " w e i g h t i n g  factor";
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(2) the w e i g h t i n g  factor for each m u n i c i p a l i t y  that a s s e s s­

es land is m u l t i p l i e d  by the a v e r a g e  p ercentage c h a n g e  in assessed 

land v a l u e s  for that m u n i c i p a l i t y  since that m u n i c i p a l i t y ' s  assessed 

values w e r e  used to r e v a l u e  land s e l ected or p a t e n t e d  to the state

under sec. 202 of the A l a s k a  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  Enabling Act; the result is

the " w e i ghted value change" for that municipality;

(3) all of the w e i g h t e d  v a l u e  changes m u s t  be a dded t o g e t h­

er to arrive at the " r e v a l u a t i o n  factor," expressed as a decimal;

(A) one plus the r e v a l u a t i o n  factor m u s t  be m u l t i p l i e d  by 

the p r e v i o u s  total v a l u e  of land selec t e d  or p a t e n t e d  to the state

under sec. 202 of the A l a s k a  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  E n a b l i n g  A c t  to arrive at

the r e d e t e r m i n e d  v a lue of land s e l e c t e d  or paten t e d  to the state under 

sec. 202 of the A la ska M e n t a l  H e a l t h  E n a b l i n g  Act.

* Sec. 3. AS 37.14.011 is a m e n d e d  by adding a new s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(d) The c o m m i s s i o n e r  of n a t u r a l  resources shal l c a l c u l a t e  the

r e d e t e r m i n e d  value of the trust u nder (c) of this s e c t i o n  and provide 

the r e d e t e r m i n e d  value to the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of r e v e n u e  and the board 

estab l i s h e d  under AS 47.30.661.

* Sec. 4. AS 38.05.800 is r e p e a l e d  and reena cted to read:

Sec. 38.05.800. R E C O N S T I T U T I O N  AND A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  OF M E N T A L  

HEALTH LAND TRUST. (a) The v a l u e  of all land s e l e c t e d  b y  or patented 

to the state under the A l a s k a  M e n t a l  Health E n a b l i n g  Act, as of

S e p t ember  7, 1987, is $ 1 , 8 0 0 ,000, 000.

(b) All land w i t h i n  l e g i s l a t i v e  desig nations on S e p t e m b e r  7, 

1987. constitutes the corpus of the m ental h ealth land trust.

(c) On r e c o n s t i t u t i o n  of the trust under this section, land

selected by or p a t e n t e d  to the state under sec. 202 o f  the Alaska

Mental H e a l t h  Enabl ing Act that is not w i t h i n  l e g i s l a t i v e  designation s 

is removed from trust status.
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