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T h e  W R E B  i s  v e r y  e x p e n s i v e  a n d  i n c o n v e n i e n t  f o r  

d e n t i s t s  t h a t  m u s t  t r a v e l  f r o m  A l a s k a  a n d  t h e  W R EB  d o e s  n o t  

p r o v i d e  p a t i e n t s  f o r  t h e  e x a m i n e e s .  P a t i e n t s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  

t h r o u g h  t h e  d e n t a l  s c h o o l s  w h e r e  t h e  e x a m s  a r e  g i v e n  o r  t h e  

c a n d i d a t e  m u s t  p a y  f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  h i s / h e r  o w n  

p a t i e n t s  t o  b e t t e r  a s s u r e  a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  o f  t h e  c a s e  a n d  

r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t .  A  p a t i e n t  t h a t  d o e s n ' t  s h o w  u p  

c a n  b e c o m e  t h e  d e n t i s t s  f a i l u r e  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  e x a m .  A n  

i r o n i c  p o i n t  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  W R E B  i s  t h a t  t h o s e  d e n t i s t s  w h o  

a r e  m o s t  l i k e l y  t o  w a n t  ' t o  l i v e  i n  A l a s k a  f o r  l i f e  a r e  

t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e d  A l a s k a  b y  v i r t u e  o f  t h e i r  

f e d e r a l  s e r v i c e  h e r e  o r  w h o  w e r e  b o r n  h e r e .  A l a s k a ' s  

e n t r a n c e  i n t o  t h e  W R E B  p r o c e s s  m a y  v e r y  w e l l  h i n d e r  e n t r y  

b y  t h o s e  w h o  a l r e a d y  l o v e  A l a s k a .  T o  s a y  t h a t  5 0 0  o r  6 0 0  

V M E B  e x a m i n e e s  a r e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  l i c e n s u r e  i n  A l a s k a  i s  

m i s l e a d i n g  w h e n  y o u  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  o n l y  2 1  h a v e  a p p l i e d  frr 

a c t u a l  l i c e n s u r e  a s  o f  F e b r u a r y ,  1 9 8 9 .  T h e  m a j o r x t y  o f  

d e n t i s t s  t h a t  p r a c t i c a  i n  A l a s k a  c a m e  h e r e  i n  f e d e r a l  

s e r v i c e .

A  l o o k  a t  t h e  p r o c e s s  b y  w h i c h  d e n t a l  s p e c i a l i s t s  a r e  

l i c e n s e d ,  s u p p o r t s  t h e  c a s e  f o r  l i c e n s u r e  b y  t h r o u g h  

s c r u t i n y  o f  c r e d e n t i a l s .  I n  A l a s k a ,  s p e c i a l i s t s  a r e  

r e q u i r e d  t o  t a k e  t h e  g e n e r a l  e x a m  a n d  t h e n  a  s e c o n d  l i c e n s e  

t o  p r a c t i c e  t h e  s p e c i a l t y  i s  g r a n t e d  b a s e d  o n  t h e  

a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l i s t s  c r e d e n t i a l s .  T h i s  i s  a  

g l a r i n g  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  t o  t h e  c l a i m  t h a t  c r e d e n t i a l  r e v i e w  

i s  n o t  e f f e c t i v e  o r  v a l i d .  A l a s k a  h a s  a n  e x t r e m e l y
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c o m p e t e n t  g r o u p  o f  a b o u t  4 6  l i c e n s e d  s p e c i a l i s t s  w h o  a r e  

r a r e l y ,  i f  e v e r ,  t h e  s u b j e c t s  o f  b o a r d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I t  

i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  a  w i l d  s t r e t c h  o f  i m a g i n a t i o n  t o  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  

s p e c i a l i s t s  a r e  q u a l i f i e d  t o  p r a c t i c e  t h e i r  s p e c i a l i t y  

b e c a u s e  t h e y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  d o  s i l v e r  

f i l l i n g s ,  g o l d  f i l l i n g s ,  o r  o t h e r  b a s i c  g e n e r a l  d e n t a l  

p r o c e d u r e s .

T h e  c r e d e n t i a l i n g  p r o c e s s  a l r e a d y  w o r k s  f o r  

s p e c i a l i s t s .  I t  i s  t i m e  t o  r e l i e v e  t h e  e n t e r i n g  s p e c i a l i s t  

o f  t h e  u n r e a s o n a b l e  b u r d e n  o f  t a k i n g  t h e  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  

g e n e r a l  d e n t i s t  e x a m .  C e r t a i n l y ,  t h e  e x t r a  y e a r s  o f  

t r a i n i n g  a n d  n a t i o n a l  s p e c i a l t y  b o a r d  e l i g i b i l i t y  o r  

c e r t i f i c a t i o n  a r e  o u t s t a n d i n g  c r e d e n t i a l s .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  c r e d e n t i a l  l i c e n s u r e  o f  

s p e c i a l i s t s ,  t h e r e  w e r e  23  d e n t i s t s  l i c e n s e d  b y  c r e d e n t i a l s  

p r i o r  t o  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  1 2 A C C 2 8 . 9 5 0  c e s s a t i o n  o f  l i c e n s i n g  

b y  c r e d e n t i a l s .  D r .  G e o r g e  H a n s e n ,  t h e  s t a t e  c h a i r m a n  o f  

D e n t i s t  P e e r  R e v i e w ,  i n f o r m e d  m e o n  F e b r u a r y  2 3 r d ,  t h a t  h e  

i s  n o t  a w a r e  o f  p r o b l e m s  o r  c o m p l a i n t s  d i r e c t e d  t o w a r d  t h i s  

g r o u p .  My e x p e r i e n c e  o n  t h e  b o a r d ,  w h e r e  w e  s e e  t h e  n a m e s  

o f  d e n t i s t s  u n d e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  i s  t h e  s a m e .  I t  i s  

u n f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  c o m m e n t s  t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y  w e r e  m a d e  a t  t h e  

F e b r u a r y  8 t h  S e n a t e  C o m m i t t e e  M e e t i n g  d e a l i n g  w i t h  S e n a t e  

B i l l  1 2 6 .  I t  i s  e q u a l l y  u n f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  r u m o r s  h a v e  

c i r c u l a t e d  t h a t  d e a t h s  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  i n  A l a s k a  a t  t h e  h a n d s  

o f  a  c r e d e n t i a l  l i c e n s e d  d e n t i s t .  T h e  p a t i e n t  d e a t h s  t h a t
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o c c u r r e d  i n  a  d e n t a l  o f f i c e  i n  t n e  1 9 6 0 ' s  w e r e  u n d e r  t h e  

c a r e  o f  a  d e n t i s t  l i c e n s e d  b y  e x a m i n a t i o n .

I n  my e x p e r i e n c e  d u r i n g  f e d e r a l  s e r v i c e  i n  A l a s k a ,  I  

w a s  c a l l e d  u p o n  b y  f e d e r a l  a t t o r n e y s  t o  b e  a  d e n t a l  

c o n s u l t a n t  a n d  w i t n e s s  i n  v a r i o u s  c a s e s  i n v o l v i n g  d r u g  

a b u s e ,  s t a n d a r d s  o f  c l i n i c a l  c a r e  a n d  f r a u d .  T h e s e  c a s e s  

i n v o l v e d  d e n t i s t s  l i c e n s e d  b y  e x a m i n a t i o n .  I t  i s  n o t  my 

i n t e n t  t o  s a y  t h a t  o n e  g r o u p  o f  l i c e n s e e s  i s  m o r e  o r  l e s s  

h o n e s t ,  n o n - a d d i c t i v e ,  o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  c o m p e t e n t  t h a n  

a n o t h e r .  T h e  p o i n t  i s  t h a t  a  3 d a y  l i m i t e d  e x a m  a l o n e ,  

w i t h o u t  a  t h r o u g h  c r e d e n t i a l  r e v i e w  d o e s  n o t  g u a r a n t e e  t h e  

e n t r y  o f  a  g o l d  p l a t e d  d e n t i s t .  T h e  t h r o u g h  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  

a l l  a p p l i c a n t  d e n t i s t s  b a c k g r o u n d  a n d  c l o s e  s c r u t i n y  o f  t h e  

e x p e r i e n c e d  p r a c t i t i o n e r  c l i n i c a l  t r a c k  r e c o r d  c a n  a f f o r d  

p r o t e c t i o n  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .  C l i n i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  i s  s t i l l  

n e e d e d  f o r  t h e  n o v i c e  o r  o t h e r s  w h o s e  c r e d e n t i a l s  a r e  n o t  

r e a d i l y  v e r i f i a b l e .

A t  L h i s  t i m e ,  23  s t a t e s  h a v e  s t a t u t o r y  a u t h o r i t y  t o  

g r a n t  l i c e n s u r e  b y  c r e d e n t i a l s .  N i n e  o f  t h e  t h e s e  r e q u i r e  

r e c i p r o c a l  l i c e n s u r e  a n d  4 a r e  n o t  e x e r c i s i n g  s t a t u t o r y  

a u t h o r i t y .  M i n n e s o t a  h a s  b e e n  d o i n g  s o  f o r  8 1  y e a r s  a n ' ,  

r e p o r t s  f e w e r  c o m p l a i n t s  a g a i n s t  d e n t i s t s  l i c e n s e d  b y  

c r e d e n t i a l s .  D o u g l a s  S e l l ,  e x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  

M i n n e s o t a  B o a r d  o f  D e n t i s t r y ,  s t a t e d  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a  

s u r v e y  i n  F e b r u a r y ,  1 9 8 8 .  "We a r e  c a r e f u l  i n  o u r  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  a n d  v e r i f i c a t i o n  o r  c r e d e n t i a l s  p r e s e n t e d . . .  

w e  v e r i f y  a l l  l i c e n s u r e  c a n d i d a t e s  t h r o u g h  c l e a r  " N a t i o n a l
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C l e a r i n g h o u s e  o n  L i c e n s u r e ,  E n f o r c e m e n t  a n d  R e g u l a t i o n )  a n d  

t h e  A A D E  ( A m e r i c a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s )  

d i s c i p l i n a r y  s y s t e m " .  K e n t u c k y  d i d  e x p e r i e n c e  a  r i s e  i n  

t h e  d e n t i s t  p o p u l a t i o n  w h i c h  i t  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  l i c e n s u r e  b y  

c r e d e n t i a l s .  I n  r e s p o n s e ,  t h e  s t a t e  e v e n t u a l l y  

d i s c o n t i n u e d  t h e  p r a c t i c e .  O h i o  s t o p p e d  c r e d e n t i a l i n g ,  b u t  

i n  1 9 8 5 ,  M r .  O n a r  P .  W h i s m a n ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  

O h i o  D e n t a l  b o a r d ,  s t a t e d  i n  a n  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  J u l y ,  1 9 8 5  

J o u r n a l  o f  t h e  . * m e r i c a n  d e n t a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  "We h a v e  t w o  

d e n t a l  s c h o o l s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  l i c e n s i n g  b y  c r e d e n t i a l s  i s  

a  v a l i d  m e c h a n i s m  t o  a t t r a c t  q u a l i t y  e d u c a t o r s  t o  O h i o .  I  

b e l i e v e  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a  r e p o r t i n g  m e c h a n i s m  i s  

i m p o r t a n t  a n d  i f  a n  e f f e c t i v e  m e c h a n i s m  e x i s t e d ,  I  b e l i e v e  

t h e  B o a r d  w o u l d  r e c o n s i d e r  l i c e n s i n g  b y  c r e d e n t i a l s  i n  

O h i o " .

T h e  c l e a r i n g h o u s e s  h a v e  b e e n  i m p r o v e d  a n d  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  

t o  i m p r o v e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i t  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  m o v e  f o r w a r d  

w i t h  t h i s  t i m e l y  p r o c e s s  n o w .  T h e  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  n o  s t a t e  

w e s t  o f  t h e  R o c k y  M o u n t a i n s  h a s  l i c e n s u r e  b y  c r e d e n t i a l s  i s  

t r u e ,  b u t ,  h a s  l i t t l e  a p p l i c a t i o n  s i n c e  A l a s k a  h a s  u n i q u e  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  g e o g r a p h y ,  e c o n o m i c s  a n d  p a t i e n t s '  n e e d s .  

I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  t a k e  a  p o s i t i v e  a p p r o a c h  a n d  

b e c o m e  c r e a t i v e  l e a d e r s  o n  t h e  " l a s t  f r o n t i e r . "

S o m e  c l a i m  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  c h e c k  

b a c k g r o u n d s  f o r  d e n t i s t s .  T h i s  i s  n o t  t r u e .  T w o  

c l e a r i n g h o u s e s  e x i s t  n o w  a n d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  D a t a  B a n k  w i l l  

b e g i n  t h i s  s u m m e r .  T h e  C l e a r i n g  H o u s e  f o r  D i s c i n g  i n a r v
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I n f o r m a t i o n  s p o n s o r e d  b y  t h e  A m e r i c a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  D e n t a l  

E x a m i n e r s  ( A A D E )  i s  s e e k i n g  f u n d i n g  t o  i m p r o v e  r e p o r t i n g .  

C u r r e n t l y ,  3 8  s t a t e s  a n d  t h e  U . S .  A r m y ,  N a v y ,  a n d  A i r  F o r c e  

r e p o r t  o n  a  r e g u l a r  b a s i s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  M s .  M o l l y  N a d l e r ,  

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  ( p e r s o n a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  F e b r u a r y  2 3 ,  

1 9 8 9 )  . A A D E  i s  a l s o  e n c o u r a g i n g  m e m b e r s  t o  r e p o r t  t o  t h a t  

c l e a r i n g h o u s e  w i t h  h o p e s  o f  100% c o m p l i a n c e  b y  n e x t  y e a r .  

T h e  A A D E  a l s o  i n t e n d s  t o  p e r i o d i c a l l y  p u b l i s h  c o m p l e t e  

r e p o r t s  o r  b o a r d s  d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i v i t i e s .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  

t h e  C e n t r a l  D i s c i p l i n a r y  D a t a  B a n k  o p e r a t e d  b y  c l e a r  i s

B e i n g  u p g r a d e d .

A n o t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t  r e l a t e d  t o  b a c k g r o u n d

c h e c k i n g  i s  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  U S P L 9 9 - 6 6 0 ,  T h e  H e a l t h  C a r e

Q u a l i t y  I m p r o v e m e n t  A c t  o f  1 9 8 6  T i t l e  I V ,  P a r t  A ,  S e c t i o n s  

4 0 2 ,  4 1 1  a n d  4 1 2  p r o v i d e  r e l i e f  f r o m  l i a b i l i t y  f o r  d a m a g e s  

f o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  r e v i e w  g r o u p s  t h a t  p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  

c o n c e r n i n g  d a m a g i n g  o r  i n c o m p e t e n t  p e r f o r m a n c e .  T h i s  h a s  

e n h a n c e d  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  p r o c e s s .

I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  l i k e  w a t e r ,  s e e k s  i t s  o w n  

l e v e l .  I f  t h e r e  a r e  t o o  m a n y  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  i n  a  s t a t e ,  t h e  

p r u d e n t  b u s i n e s s  p e r s o n / d e n t i s t  i s  n o t  g o i n g  t o  p r a c t i c e  

t h e r e .  I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  c o s t s  o f  o p e r a t i n g  a  p r a c t i c e  

a r e  h i g h ,  b u t ,  t h i s  f a c t  a f f e c t s  b o t h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d

p r a c t i t i o n e r  a n d  t h e  n e w c o m e r .  I  a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  

c o m p e t i t i o n  c a n  i m p r o v e  t h e  q u a l i t y  a n d  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  o f  

c a r e .  L i k e  t h e  A v i s  a d ,  i f  y o u ' r e  s e c o n d  o r  n e w  i n  t o w n ,  

y o u  t r y  h a r d e r .  T h i s  m a y  e v e n  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e
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h a v e  s e e n  a ^  i n c r e a s e  i n  d e n t i s t  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  a c t i v i t i e s  

s u c h  a s  f r e e  d e n t a l  c a r e ,  s c h o o l  s c r e e n i n g  p r o g r a m s  a n d  

i m p r o v e d  d e n t i s t  s i g n - u p  o n  d e n t a l  e m e r g e n c y  c a l l  

s c h e d u l e s .

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s :

1 .  P a s s  S B  1 2 6  w i t h  w o r d  s h a l l .  T h i s  w i l l  e l i m i n a t e  

t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a g n a t i o n  a n d  s e t  t h e  s t a g e  f o r  a  p o s i t i v e

c a n - d o  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  c r e d e n t i a l  l i c e n s u r e  s t a t u t e .

2 .  S p e c i f y  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  w h i c h  w o u l d  a l l o w  t h e  

D e n t a l  B o a r d  t i m e  t o  i m p l e m e n t  p r o c e d u r a l  c h a n g e s  w h i c h  

w i l l  b e  n e e d e d  f o r  e f f e c t i v e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n .

3 .  R e f e r  t o  A D A  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  l i c e n s u r e  ( a t t a c h e d )

a n d  a d d  l a n g u a g e  t h a t  w i l l  a l l o w  t h e  B o a r d  t o  l i c e n s e

i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  c a n  d o c u m e n t  s u c c e s s f u l  a c c r e d i t e d  

r e s i d e n c y  t r a i n i n g ,  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n ,  t e a c h i n g  

e x p e r i e n c e ,  a n d  s k i l l s  w h i c h  t h e  A D A  o f f e r s  a s  a l t e r n a t i v e s  

t o  s a t i s f a c t o r y  p e r f o r m a n c e  o n  a  c l i n i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n .  I f  

c a s e  r e v i e w s  a r e  t o  b e  r e q u i r e d ,  t h e  B o a r d  w i l l  n e e d  m o r e  

t i m e  a n d  r e s o u r c e  t o  d e v e l o p  f a i r  m e a s u r a b l e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  

s u c h  r e v i e w s .

4 .  A s s u r e  b y  s t a t u t e ,  i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  t h a t  t h e  

a p p l i c a n t s  p a y  f e e s  t h a t  a r e  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  c o v e r  a d d e d  

c o s t s  o f  c r e d e n t i a l  r e v i e w .

5 .  A s s u r e  b y  s t a t u t e ,  i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  t h a t  t h e  i s s u a n c e  

o f  l i c e n s e s  b y  c r e d e n t i a l s  w i l l  r e q u i r e  s e v e r a l  m o n t h s  f r o m  

d a t e  o f  c o m p l e t e d  a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  a l l o w  t h o r o u g h  b a c k g r o u n d

HjW W M M i g y w W I M W g  El1 ' - ^
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c h e c k s  a n d  t o  t h w a r t  i m m e d i a t e  m o v e s  jjy t h e  i n c o m p e t e n t  

d e n t i s t  o n  t h e  m o v e .

D R .  A R T H U R  8 .  H A N S E N :  ( A n c h o r a g e )

I ' m  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  I ' m  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  r i g h t  c o p y  o f  t h e  

b i l l .  I s  C S S B  1 2 6  c o r r e c t ?  R i g h t ,  d a t e d  3 / 1 7 ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  

c o m m i t t e e  s u b s t i t u t e  t h a t  I  h a v e .

I  w a s  o n  t h e  B o a r d  w h e n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c r e d e n t i a l i n g  a c t  

w e n t  t h r o u g h ,  a n d  i t  c o n c e r n s  me t h a t  s o m e  o f  t h e

a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  b e i n g  m a d e  a b o u t  c r e d e n t i a l i n g .  I  c a n  

g i v e  y o u  a  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  a  b a c k g r o u n d  o n  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  

d u r i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  w h e n  w e  h a d  l i c e n s u r e  b y

c r e d e n t i a l s ,  b u t  w e  a l s o  h a d  a  c a s e  r e v i e w ,  a n d  i t  p r o v e d

t o  b e  a  d i s a s t e r .  W h a t  w e  f o u n d  a t  t h a t  t i m e  w a s  t h a t  t h e  

c a s e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  t h e  d e n t i s t r y  d o n e  d u r i n g  t h e  c a s e

p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  w a s  a c t u a l l y  w o r s e  t h a n  i t  w a s  d u r i n g  t h e  

e x a m i n a t i o n  p e r i o d .  T h a t  w a s  w h y  t h e  c r e d e n t i a l i n g  w a s  

s t o p p e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I t  h a d  n o t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  a n y t h i n g  

e l s e  o t h e r  t h o s e  f a c t s .

I  w a s  o n  t h e  B o a r d  f r o m  '7 7  u n t i l  ' 8 4  a n d  I  w a s  t h e  

o n e ,  a c t u a l l y ,  w h o  e v o l v e d  t h e  c r e d e n t i a l i n g  a c t  t h a t  w a s  

a c t u a l l y  p a s s e d  a n d  p u t  i n t o  u s e .  I  d i d  [ i n d i s c . ]  f r o m  

r e v i e w  o f  o t h e r  s t a t e s  a n d  I  p u t  t h e  a c t  t o g e t h e r  f o r  t h e  

s t a t e ,  a n d  w i t h  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  w e  w o u l d  h a v e  t h e  c a s e  

r e v i e w ,  b u t  i t  j u s t  d i d n ' t  w o r k  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  N ow  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  m a y  h a v e  c h a n g e d .  I ' v e  b e e n  o f f  t h e  l i n e  

h e r e  a n d  I  h a v e n ' t  h e a r d  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  h a s  g o n e  o n ,  b u t
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l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  l a s t  s p e a k e r  ( S m o l e )  w i t h  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  

s o m e  o f  t h e  r e v i e w  a g e n c i e s  a r e  nov ;  o n - l i n e ,  w h i c h  t h e y  

w e r e  n o t  o n - l i n e  t h e n ,  t h i s  m a k e s  a  d i f f e r e n c e  o n  h o w  y o u  

c a n  h a n d l e  s o m e  o f  t h e s e  c a s e s ,  b e c a u s e  w e  d i d n ' t  h a v e  t h e  

a d v a n t a g e  o f  h a v i n g  t h a t  t y p e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

I t  w a s  c o n s i d e r e d  c o n f i d e n t i a l  a n d  i t  w a s  n o t  p a s s e d  f r o m  

s t a t e  t o  s t a t e .  A s  a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  

w a s  r e l u c t a n t  t o  h o l d  i n f o r m a t i o n  b a c k  w h e n  w e  h a d  t w o  

l i c e n s e s  r e v o k e d  a n d  I  w a s  n o t  a b l e  t o  p u t  t h e m  o n  t h e m  

b o o k s  t h a t  I  c o u l d  t e l l  o t h e r  s t a t e s  a b o u t  t h o s e  

r e v o c a t i o n s .  S o  I  h a v e  a  p r o b l e m  w i t h  t h e  c r e d e n t i a l s  

u n l e s s  i t ' s  w o r d e d  p r o p e r l y  a n d  y o u  h a v e  t h e  p r o p e r  r e v i e w  

o f  t h e  c a n d i d a t e .  L i k e  I  s a i d ,  I  w a s  o n  t h e  B o a r d  w h e n  t h e  

o r i g i n a l  w e n t  t h r o u g h  a n d  I  w a s  a c t u a l l y  C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  

B o a r d  w h e n  w e  s t o p p e d  i t .

I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  o f  m e ,  I  w o u l d  b e  h a p p y  t o  

a n s w e r  t h e m .  I  h a v e  s o m e  q u e s t i o n s  a s  t o  t h e  W e s t e r n  

R e g i o n a l .  I  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e y  j o i n e d  t h e  W e s t e r n  R e g i o n a l  -  

t h a t  w a s  a t  m y  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  j o i n e d  t h e  W e s t e r n  

R e g i o n a l .  I t  w a s  a l s o  a t  m y  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  t h e  W e s t e r n  

R e g i o n a l  c h a n g e d  t h e i r  e x a m i n a t i o n  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  f o r m a t .  

Y o u  c a n  t a l k  t o  D a v e  L o w e  f r o m  t h e  W e s t e r n  R e g i o n a l  i f  y o u  

w o u l d  l i k e  t o ,  a n d  I  r e v i e w e d  a l l  o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  w e  d i d  

i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  a t  t h a t  t i m e  a n d  t h e y  t r i e d  t o  

i n c o r p o r a t e  t h o s e  t h i n g s  i n  t h e ;  W e s t e r n  R e g i o n a l  w h e n  t h e y  

f o r m e d  t h e i r  n e w  e x a m i n a t i o n .  B u t  t o  b a c k  i t  u p  t o  t h e  

1 9 8 2  d a t e  t h a t  y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t ,  y o u  w o u l d  g o  b a c k  t o
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t h e  o l d  e x a m i n a t i o n  w h i c h  I  r e v i e w e d  w i t h  W a y n e  P u t t m a n  a n d  

C l a u d e  R i c k s .  We w e n t  d o w n  t o  O r e g o n  a n d  r e v i e w e d  t h e  

e x a m i n a t i o n .  I t  w a s  n o t  t h e  s a m e  q u a l i t y  t h a t  i t  i s  n o w .  

I  d o n ' t  k n o w  w h a t  t h e  e x a m  i s  n o w  b e c a u s e  I  h a v e n ' t  b e e n

i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  e x a m ,  b u t  I  w o u l d  g u e s *  f r o m  w h a t  I ' m

h e a r i n g  t h a t  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  i s  m o r e  a l o n g  t h e  l i n e s  o f  

w h a t  o u r  e x a m i n a t i o n  u s e d  t o  b e ,  a t  l e a s t  t h a t  i s  w h a t  I  

r e c o m m e n d e d  t o  t h e  W e s t e r n  R e g i o n a l  a n d  I  w a s  t o l d  t h a t  

t h i s  i s  w h a t  t h e y  w e r e  d o i n g .  I  t h i n k  y o u ' r e  b a c k i n g  

t h e . . .  [ t a p e  1 ,  s i d e  1 e n d s  m i d s p e e c h ]

[ t a p e  1 ,  s i d e  2 b e g i n s  m i d s p e e c h ] . . a n d  i t  w o u l d  b e  

h a r d  t o  g o  b a c k  a n d  f i n d  o u t  w h e t h e r  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n s  w e r e  

e q u a l  a t  a  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  w h e n  i t  e n d s  w i t h  l i c e n s e .  W h e n  

y o u  g o  d o w n  t o ,  o n  t h e  f i r s t  p a g e ,  " i n  s c o p e ,  q u a l i t y  a n d  

d i f f i c u l t y "  t h o s e  w e r e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h a t  w e  h a d  t o  d e a l  

w i t h  w h e n  w e  w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  d o  t h e  c r e d e n t i a l i n g  a n d  t h a t

i s  w h y  w e  c a m e  u p  w i t h  t h e  c a s e  r e v i e w .

D o  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  o f  m e ?  I  c a n  o n l y  g i v e  y o u  

i n f o r m a t i o n  a s  t o  w h a t  w e n t  o n  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  

w h e n  I  w a s  o n  t h e  B o a r d ,  w h i c h  w a s  a  p e r i o d  o f  s e v e n  y e a r s .  

I t  w a s  a l s o  d u r i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  I  w a s  p r e s i d e n t  o f  

t h e  W e s t e r n  E x a m i n e r s  a n d  D e n t a l  S c h o o l  [ i n d i s c . ]  f o r  o n e  

y e a r .  I  d o n ' t  k n o w  w h a t  k i n d  o f  c r e d e n t i a l s  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  

t o  h a v e  f r o m  m e ,  b u t  I  w a s  t h e r e  a n d  I  d i d  a  l o t  o f  w o r k  

w i t h  t h i s  v e r y  t h i n g  t h a t  y o u ' r e  w o r k i n g  w i t h  n o w  a n d  I  m a y  

b e  o f  s o m e  h e l p  t o  y o u .
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S E N A T O R  C O G H I L L :

D r .  H a n s e n ,  I ' m  t h e  ~me t h a t  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  b e  p u t  i n  

t h e r e  o n  t h e  W e s t e r n  R e g i o n a l  E x a m i n i n g  B o a r d .  A n d  I  g u e s s  

g o i n g  b a c k  t o  ' 8 2 ,  t h a t ' s  w h e n  t h e y  f i r s t  c a m e  i n t o  b e i n g  

a n d  t h a t ' s  w h e n  t h e y  h a d  t h e i r  f i r s t  c l i n i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n s .  

I  d o n ' t  k n o w  w h e t h e r  t h e y  c o r r e s p o n d e d  —  w e ' v e  g o t  s o m e  

c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  t o d a y  t h a t  j u s t  g o t  i n t o  o u r  p a c k e t  t h a t  

g o e s  b a c k  t o  ' 8 4  t h a t  s a y s  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  —  i t  s e e m s  t o  me 

t h a t  t h e y  r e q u i r e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e  j u s t  a b o u t  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  

y o u  f o l k s  r e q u i r e d  i n  y o u r  e x a m .  W h a t  I  w a s  t r y i n g  t o  d o ,  

I  w a s  t r y i n g  t o  r e a c h  b a c k  f a r  e n o u g h  s o  t h a t  t h e r e  

c o u l d n ' t  b e  a n y  r o o m  f o r  f a v o r i t i s m  o r  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t  

a s  f a r  a s  g e t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  c l i n i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  b e c a u s e  

y o u  f o l k s  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r y  h a v e  c o m e  a  l o n g  w a y  i n  

i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  t e c h n i q u e s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  w h o l e  d e n t i s t r y  

h a s  a d v a n c e d  v e r y  g r e a t l y  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  t e c h n i q u e s  a r e  

c o n c e r n e d .  A n d  s o  I  d o n ' t  k n o w  h o w  f a r  w e  w a n t  t o  g o  b a c k ,  

b u t  t h a t ' s  w h y  I  w e n t  t o  t h a t  —  t h a t ' s  w h e n  w e  r e c o g n i z e d  

i t .  D o  y o u  h a v e  a  c o m m e n t  o n  t h a t .

D R .  H A N S E N :

S e n a t o r  C o g h i l l ,  t h a t  m a y  v e r y  w e l l  b e  t h e  c a s e  t h a t  

t h e  W e s t e r n  R e g i o n a l  s t a r t e d ,  b u t  i f  t h a t  i s  t r u e ,  t h a t  i s  

t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  t h a t  f o u r  o f  u s  w e n t  d o w n  a n d  o b s e r v e d  a n d  

i t  w a s  n o t  a c c e p t a b l e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  B e c a u s e  t h a t  w a s  

e x a c t l y  w h a t  w e  w a n t e d  t o  d o ,  a n d  w h e n  w e  w e n t  a n d  o b s e r v e d  

t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  i t  w a s  n o t  o f  t h e  s a m e  q u a l i t y  a s  o u r
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e x a m i n a t i o n .  A n d  w e  j u s t  f e l t ,  a l l  o f  u s  f e l t  t h a t  w e  

c o u l d  n o t  a c c e p t  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  a t  t h a t  t i m e .

My s u g g e s t i o n  w o u l d  b e  t h a t  y o u  g o  b a c k  n o  f u r t h e r  

t h a n  w h e r e  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  j o i n e d  t h e  W e s t e r n  R e g i o n a l  

b e c a u s e  t h a t  i s  a b o u t  t h e  t i m e  w h e n  t h e y  c h a n g e d  t h e i r  

e x a m i n a t i o n .  I  d o n ' t  k n o w  e x a c t l y  w h e n  t h e y  c h a n g e d  i t .  I  

w e n t  o f f  t h e  B o a r d  i n  ' 8 4  a n d  i t  w a s  o v e r  s o m e  o f  t h e s e  

v e r y  i s s u e s  t h a t  I  w e n t  o f f  o f  t h e  B o a r d  b e c a u s e  I  w a s  j u s t  

t i r e d  o f  f o o l i n g  a r o u n d  w i t h  a l l  o f  t h e  b a c k  a n d  f o r t h .  

A n d  i t  w a s  a l s o  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  I  w a s  c a l l e d  b y  D a v e  

L o w e ,  w h o  w a s  p r e s i d e n t  a n d  c h a i r m a n  o f  W e s t e r n  R e g i o n a l  a t  

t h a t  t i m e .  H e  h a d  i n q u i r i e s  f r o m  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  a n d  

h e  w a n t e d  t o  k n o w  w h a t  i t  w a s  a l l  a b o u t  a n d  I  t o l d  h i m  w h a t  

i t  w a s  a l l  a b o u t .  I  w a s  a s s u r e d  b y  h i m  t h a t  t h e  

e x a m i n a t i o n  h a d  b e e n  c h a n g e d  a n d  h a d  g o n e  a l o n g  t h e  l i n e s  

t h a t  I  h a d  s u g g e s t e d  t o  h i m ,  a n d  h e  f e l t  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  n o t  

b e  a p r o b l e m  f o r  A l a s k a  t o  j o i n  t h e  W e s t e r n  R e g i o n a l  a t  

t h a t  t i m e .  B u t  t o  g o  a l l  t h e  w a y  b a c k  t o  ' 8 2 ,  I  d o n ' t  

t h i n k  t h a t ' s  f a i r .

S E N A T O R  C O G H I L L :

H o w  a b o u t  ' 8 4  w h e n  t h e y  c a m e  i n t o  a l i g n  w i t h  y o u r  

r e q u i r e m e n t s .

D R .  H A N S E N :

W e l l ,  I  d o n ' t  k n o w  e x a c t l y  w h e n  t h e y  d i d  c o m e  i n t o  

a l i g n ,  w h e n  t h e y  d i d  c h a n g e  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n .  I ' v e  b e e n  o u t
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o f  i t  s i n c e  ' 8 4  a n d  I  d o n ' t  k n o w  w h e n  t h e y  c h a n g e d .  I t  w a s  

r i g h t  a b o u t  t h a t  t i m e  w h e n  t h e y  d i d  c h a n g e ,  a n d  i f  y o u  

w o u l d  g o  b a c k  t o  t h e  t i m e  w h e n  t h e y  d i d  c h a n g e  a n d  t h e y  

m a d e  t h e  c l i n i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  m o r e  e q u a l  t o  w h a t  w e  w e r e  

d o i n g  h e r e  i n  A l a s k a ,  I  w o u l d  h a v e  n o  p r o b l e m  w i t h  i t .  I  

d o n ' t  k n o w  a b o u t  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  B o a r d .  I  h a v e  n o  t u r f  t o  

p r o t e c t .  I  am a r e t i r e d  d e n t i s t ,  r e t i r e d  b y  w a y  o f  

d i s a b i l i t y .  I ' m  n o t  p r a c t i c i n g  a t  a l l ,  a n d  I  w a n t  i t  t o  

b e  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  c a s e .  I ' m  o n l y  i n t e r e s t e d  

i n  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  c o n s u m e r  a t  t h i s  p o i n t .  I  k n o w  w h a t  w e n t  

o n  t h e  B o a r d  d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  I  w a s  t h e r e ,  a n d  I  w o u l d  l i k e  

t o  h e l p  y o u .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I ' m  h e r e  f o r .

I  j u s t  w a n t  t o  m a k e  s u r e  t h a t  y o u ' r e  n o t  g o i n g  b a c k  t o  

w h e r e  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  w a s  n o t  e q u a l ,  a n d  w h a t  I  s a w  o n  t h a t  

e x a m i n a t i o n ,  y o u  c o u l d  f a i l  m o s t  o f  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  a n d  

s t i l l  p a s s .  T h a t  w a s  n o t  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  m e a t  t h a t  t i m e .

I ' d  l i k e  t o  m a k e  a  c o m m e n t  f u r t h e r  d o w n  o n  t h e  

c r e d e n t i a l i n g  w h e r e  y o u  a r e  c h a n g i n g  t h e  " m a y"  t o  " s h a l l . "  

I  t h i n k  y o u  a r e  l o c k i n g  t h e  B o a r d ' s  h a n d s  a t  t h a t  p o i n t  

w h e n  y o u  d o  t h a t ,  a n d  i f  t h e y  h a v e  t o  d o  t h i s ,  a n d  w e  s t i l l  

h a v e  f o r m u l a t e d  n o  w a y  t o  i m p l e m e n t  w h a t  w e  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  

d o .  O n c e  t h e y  h a v e  t h e  f r a m e w o r k  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  u s e ,  y o u  

m a y  w a n t  t o  g o  b a c k  i n  a n d  c h a n g e  t h e  " m a y"  t o  " s h a l l . "  

B u t  a t  t h i s  s t e p  w e  d o n ' t  h a v e  a n y t h i n g  a n d  I  t h i n k  y o u  a r e  

l o c k i n g  t h e  B o a r d ' s  h a n d s  a n d  w h e r e  t h e y  d o n ' t  k n o w  e x a c t l y  

w h a t  t h e y  h a v e  t o  d o .
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T h a n k  y o u .  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  s p o n s o r  o f  t h e  b i l l  

w o u l d  n o t  e x a c t l y  a p p r e c i a t e  t a k i n g  " s h a l l "  o u t .  I  

u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t ' s  t h e  p r o b l e m  t o  s t a r t  w i t h  -  t h a t ' s  a 

b a s i c  p r o b l e m .

D R .  T . A .  T A U C H E K :  ( A n c h o r a g e )

G o o d  a f t e r n o o n .  I  h a v e  p r e v i o u s l y  m a i l e d  t o  y o u ,  

S e n a t o r  E l i a s o n  u n d  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s ,  a  t h r e e - p a g e  

r e p o r t  w h i c h  I  h a d  r e p o r t .  I f  y o u  w i l l  a l l  t a k e  t h e  t i m e  

t o  r e a d  i t  s o m e t i m e  o u t  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  h e a r i n g ,  I  w o u l d  

l i k e  t o  a d d r e s s  s o m e  c o m m e n t s  m a d e  h e r e  t o d a y .  I  t h i n k  i n  

t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t i m e  t h a t  t h a t  m i g h t  b e  a n  a d v a n t a g e .

F i r s t  o f f ,  S e n a t o r  E l i a s o n ,  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  p o i n t  o u t  

t o  y o j  a n d  a n s w e r  y o u r  q u e s t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  C P R  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  

t h a t  t h e  c r e d e n t i a l i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t ,  a s  n o w  r i t t e n ,  w o u l d  

r e q u i r e .  I  am a  c u r r e n t  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  

E x a m i n e r s  a n d  t h e  B o a r d  f e e l s  t h a t  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  a  C P R  

c e r t i f i c a t e  b y  a  p r a c t i c i n g  d e n t i s t  i s  a n  a d v a n t a g e o u s  

t h i n g  t o  h a v e .  W e h a v e ,  i n  f a c t ,  a r o u n d  f o u r  h o u r s  o f  a 

c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n s  r e q u i r e m e n t  t o  b e  a l l o c a t e d  t o  

o b t a i n i n g  a n d  m a i n t a i n i n g  a  C P R  c e r t i f i c a t e .  I  t h i n k  t h a t  

i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p o i n t  t o  k n o w .

D r .  A r t  H a n s e n  i n  F a i r b a n k s  h a s  r e l a t e d  s o m e  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  w i t h  c h e c k i n y  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  c r e d e n t i a l  

c a n d i d a t e s  t h r o u g h  c a s e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  a n d  h e  s a i d  t h a t  w a s  

a v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t h i n g  t o  d o  a n d  I ' m  i n c l i n e d  t o  a g r e e  w i t h

S E N A T O R  ELIASON:
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h i m .  B e f o r e  e a c h  W e s t e r n  R e g i o n a l  B o a r d ,  t h e  e x a m i n e r s  a r e  

r e q u i r e d  t o  g o  t h r o u g h  a  c a l i b r a t i o n  p r o c e d u r e ,  w h i c h  i s  a 

t e c h n i q u e  t o  s t a n d a r d i z e  t h e  e x a m i n e r s  s o  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  

a l l  b e  [ i n d i s c . ]  i n  t h e  s a m e  f a s h i o n .  We c a l i b r a t e  t h r o u g h  

t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  s t u d y  m o l d s ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  

o f  w r i t t e n  n a r r a t i v e s  a n d  t h r o u g h  s l i d e s .  A n d  w e  f i n d  t h a t  

e v e n  t h o u g h  w e  k n o w  v h a t  o u r  s c o r e s  w e r e  w h e n  t h a t  w o r k  w a s  

a c t u a l l y  g r a d e d  a t  t h e  c l i n i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  t h e  y e a r  p r i o r ,  

t h a t  e x a m i n i n g  B o a r d  m e m b e r s  c a n n o t  a g r e e  b a s e d  o n  t h e  

s l i d e s  a l o n e .  I t  i s  m y  f e e l i n g  t h a t  i f  t h e  B o a r d  i s  

r e q u i r e d  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  s l i d e  s h o w s ,  o r  c a s e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  

o f  t h a t  n a t u r e  i n t o  t h e  c r e d e n t i a l i n g  p r o c e s s ,  t h a t  w e  a r e ,  

i n  f a c t ,  g o i n g  t o  b e  o p e n i n g  t h e  c a n  o f  w o r m s  t h a t  D r .  

H a n s e n  r e l a t e d  t o .  I t  i s  e x t r e m e l y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s e e  o n  a 

s l i d e  w h a t  y o u  c a n  a c t u a l l y  s e e  [ i n d i s c . ]  a n d  I  t h i n k  t h a t  

i s  g o i n g  t o  i m p o s e  a n  u n d u e  b u r d e n  o n  t h e  B o a r d  a n d  o n  t h e  

c a n d i d a t e .

I  h a v e  t o  t e l l  y o u  t h a t  w h i l e  I  a g r e e  w i t h  D r .  H a n s e n  

i n  t h a t  r e s p e c t ,  I  d i s a g r e e  w i t h  h i m  i n  t h a t  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  

t h e  c a s e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  a n d  t h e  s l i d e  s h o w  b y  t h e  c r e d e n t i a l  

c a n d i d a t e s  w a s  a c t u a l l y  a  p r o c e s s  u s e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d  t o  

s u b v e r t  a n d  t o  t h w a r t  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  a s k i n g  

t h e  B o a r d  t o  p r o c e s s  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  l i c e n s u r e  t h r o u g h  t h e  

c r e d e n t i a l i n g  p r o c e s s .  A s  p r i o r  t e s t i m o n y  h a s  

d e m o n s t r a t e d ,  o n l y  v e r y  f e w  l i c e n s e s  w e r e  g r a n t e d ,  

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  f e w  o f  t h e m  w e r e  g r a n t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  

e x a m i n a t i o n  p r o c e d u r e .
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D r .  H a n s e n  a l s o  r a i s e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  a s  t o  t h e  q u a l i t y  

o f  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n s  i n  o t h e r  r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  My 

e x p e r i e n c e  a s  a  f o r m e r  A l a s k a  b o a r d  e x a m i n e r  i n  N o v e m b e r  o f  

1 9 8 4  a n d  t h e  c u r r e n t  W e s t e r n  R e g i o n a l  e x a m i n e r ,  i s  t h a t  t h e  

r e g i o n a l  e x a m i n a t i o n s  a r e  f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t  s i m i l a r  i n  

s c o p e  a n d  q u a l i t y ,  a n d  I  w o u l d  s a y  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  r a t h e r  

h i g h  l e v e l  o f  p a r o d y  b e t w e e n  t h e m .

S e n a t o r  C o g h i l l  h a s  r a i s e d  a  q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e ,  a n d  I  t h i n k  S e n a t o r  C o g h i l l  i s  p r o b a b l y  n o t  

a w a r e  o f  a  p o l i c y  t h e  W e s t e r n  R e g i o n a l  B o a r d ;  i t  m a i n t a i n s  

i t s  r e c o r d s  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s .  A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  f i f t h  y e a r ,  

a f t e r  a  c a n d i d a t e  h a s  p a s s e d  o r  f a i l e d  t h e  B o a r d ,  t h e  

r e c o r d s  a r e  d i s p o s e d  o f .  A n d  s o  I  w o u l d  t e l l  y o u  t h a t  a n  

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  1 9 8 2  i s  n o t  g o i n g  t o  b e  p o s s i b l e  f o r  a n y  

m e m b e r  o r  b o a r d  o f  t h e  W e s t e r n  R e g i o n a l  t o  m e e t ,  a n d  t h e  

r e a s o n  f o r  t h a t  b e i n g  t h a t  i t  e x c e e d s  t h e  f i v e - y e a r  

l i m i t a t i o n .  C u r r e n t l y ,  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  

E x a m i n e r s  a c c e p t s  f a v o r a b l e  r e s u l t s  f r o m  t h e  W e s t e r n  

R e g i o n a l  b a c k  t o  J a n u a r y  o f  1 9 8 7 .  We h a d  r e j o i n e d  a n d  

a c c e p t e d  d o i n g  i n t  t h e  p r o c e s s  e x a m i n i n g  w i t h  t h e  W e s t e r n  

R e g i o n a l  i n  s p r i n g  o f  1 9 8 7 .  T h a t  e n t r y  d a t e ,  s p r i n g  o f  

1 9 8 7  w a s  r o l l e d  b a c k  t o  J a n u a r y  o f  1 9 8 7  f o r  t h e  s i m p l e  

r e a s o n  t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  a l l o w e d  u s  t o  j o i n  t h e  

W e s t e r n  R e g i o n a l  w a s  d a t e d  J a n u a r y  o f  1 9 8 7 .  S o  I  w o u l d  a s k  

y o u  t o  k e e p  t h a t  i n  m i n d  t h a t  t h e  r o l l  b a c k  d a t e ,  i f  y o u  

w i l l ,  s h o u l d  n o t  e x t e n d  m o r e  t h a n  f i v e  y e a r s  f r o m  t h e
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e f f e c t i v e  d a t e .  T h e  r e a s o n  s i m p l y  b e i n g  t h a t  t h e  W e s t e r n  

R e g i o n a l  c a n n o t  p r o v i d e  u s  t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n .

I  h a v e  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  c o m m e n t s  h e r e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  

p a r o d y  o f  t h e  c r e d e n t i a l i n g  c a n d i d a t e  v e r s u s  t h e  

e x a m i n a t i o n  c a n d i d a t e .  A s  t h e  r e v i s e d  b i l l  n o w  s t a n d s ,  o u r  

c r e d e n t i a l i n g  c a n d i d a t e s  a n d  e x a m i n a t i o n  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  

l i c e n s u r e  b o t h  h a v e  t o  b e  g r a d u a t e s  o f  a n  a c c r e d i t e d  d e n t a l  

s c h o o l .  A c c r e d i t a t i o n  t h a c  o c c u r s  t h r o u g h  t h e  A m e r i c a n  

D e n t a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  e f f e c t i v e l y  l i m i t s  e i t h e r  c r e d e n t i a l e d  

o r  e x a m i n a t i o n  c a n d i d a t e s  t o  t h e  g r a d u a t e s  o f  N o r t h  

A m e r i c a n  d e n t a l  s c h o o l s .  A n d  t h e  s i m p l e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h a t  i s  

t h e  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  c o m m i t t e e  i s  n o t  f e l t  a t  a n y  o n e  s c h o o l ,  

e v e n  t h o u g h  i t s  [ i n d i s c . ]  m e e t s  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  t h a t  a r e  

c u r r e n t l y  s e t  f o r t h  f o r  t h e  a c c r e d i t a t i o n .

A  c r e d e n t i a l  c a n d i d a t e  h a s  t o  p a s s  a  s i m i l a r  e x a m  i n  

a n o t h e r  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  We h a v e  a  f i v e - y e a r  t r a c k  r e c o r d  

t h a t  w o u l d  ^.e d e v e l o p e d  o n  e v e r y  c r e d e n t i a l e d  c a n d i d a t e  

b e f o r e  w e  c o n s i d e r  t h e m  f o r  l i c e n s e .  T h e r e  c a n  b e  n o  

a d v e r s e  l i c e n s i n g  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  a n y  c r e d e n t i a l i n g  

c a n d i d a t e ,  n o r  c a n  t h e y  a n t i c i p a t e  a n y .  A n d  I  w o u l d  a s k  

y o u  a s  a  b o a r d  m e m b e r  a n d  c h a r g e d  w i t h  e n f o r c i n g  t h e s e  

r e g u l a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  a n  a d e q u a t e  t i m e  p e r i o d  

f r o m  a p p l i c a t i o n  b y  t h e  c r e d e n t i a l e d  c a n d i d a t e  f r o m  t h e  

a p p l i c a t i o n  t i m e  t o  t h e  t i m e  t h e y  c a n  a c t u a l l y  e x p e c t  t o  

r e c e i v e  a  l i c e n s e .  T h e  r e a s o n  b e i n g  i s  t h a t  a  d e n t i s t  w h o  

i s  f a c i n g  a  l i c e n s i n g  [ i n d i s c .  -  b a c k g r o u n d  c o n v e r s a t i o n ]  

t o  A l a s k a  b e f o r e  t h a t  l i c e n s i n g  a c t i o r  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  i s
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c o m p l e t e .  I f  w e  h a v e  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  s p e n d  a  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  

t i m e ,  I  w o u l d  s u g g e s t  s i x  m o n t h s ,  w e  c a n  p r o b a b l y  f i n d  t h a t  

o u t .

A  c o n t i n u i n g  d e n t a l  e d u c a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  g r a n t s  

t h e  c a n d i d a t e s  5 0  h o u r s  o f  c l i n i c a l  d e n t a l  e d u c a t i o n  w i t h  

t h r e e  y e a r s  p r i o r  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  e x c e e d s  w h a t ' s  r e q u i r e d  o f  

c u r r e n t  A l a s k a n  d e n t i s t s .

T h e  C P R  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t  e x c e e d s  w h a t  i s

c u r r e n t l y  r e q u i r e d  a l t h o u g h  i t  i s  s u g g e s t e d  f o r  A l a s k a n  

d e n t i s t s .  T h e  e n d o r s e m e n t  b y  a  l o c a l  s o c i e t y  o r  a  b r a n c h  

o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  s e r v i c e  i s  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  i s  n o t  r e q u i r e d  o f  

a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  c a n d i d a t e .

T o  p u t  i t  q u i t e  f r a n k l y ,  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  c a n d i d a t e  h a s  

t o  g r a d u a t e  f r o m  d e n t a l  s c h o o l  s o m e w h e r e  i n  N o r t h  A m e r i c a  

a n d  p a s s  t h e  W e s t e r n  R e g i o n a l  e x a m ,  a n d  s e n d  u s  a  c h e c k  f o r  

$ 2 0 0  i f  h e  i s  a n  A l a s k a n  d e n t i s t .  P e r h a p s  I  s h o u l d  s a y  h e  

o r  s h e .

T h e  b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k  t h a t  w e  c u r r e n t l y  h a v e  o n

c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  l i c e n s u r e  b y  e x a m i n a t i o n  i s ,  i n  m y  o p i n i o n ,  

i n a d e q u a t e .  T h e  W e s t e r n  R e g i o n a l  B o a r d  i s  a  t e s t i n g  a g e n c y  

o n l y .  I t  c a n n o t  p r o v i d e  u s ,  a n d  i n  f a c t  w i l l  n o t  p r o v i d e  

u s  w i t h  b a c k g r o u n d  a c t i v i t y  a s  t o  w h a t  t h e  c a n d i d a t e  h a s  

a c t u a l l y  d o n e  i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s .  T h e  c r e d e n t i a l e d  c a n d i d a t e ,  

a s  o p p o s e d  t o  t h a t ,  w o u l d  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  p r o v i d e

d o c u m e n t a t i o n  t h a t  n o t  o n l y  w e r e  t h e y  c l i n i c a l l y  c o m p e t e n t ,  

t h a t  t h e y  d i d ,  i n  f a c t ,  o n  a  d a i l y  b a s i s ,  p r o v i d e  c o m p e t e n t
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c a r e  i n  a  s a f e  a n d  e t h i c a l  f a s h i o n .  A n d  t h a t  i s  a  b u r d e n  

t h a t  w e  d o  n o t  p l a c e  o n  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  c a n d i d a t e .

A s  a  b o a r d  m e m b e r ,  I ' m  a l s o  f i n d i n g  t h e  b o a r d  i n  a 

p o s i t i o n  o f  n o t  p r e d i c t i n g  i t s e l f  [ i n d i s c .  -  b a c k g r o u n d  

c o n v e r s a t i o n ]  s p e c i a l i s t s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  p a s s  t h e  g e n e r a l  

a n d  t h e n  b y  v i r t u e  o f  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g ,  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  

c r e d e n t i a l s  t h e y ' r e  g r a n t e d  a  s p e c i a l t y  l i c e n s e  i n  t h e i r  

p a r t i c u l a r  s p e c i a l i t y .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  m o s t  w h o  a r e  e l i g i b l e  

o r  a r e  b o a r d  c e r t i f i e d  an  s p e c i a l i s t s  a r e  e t h i c a l l y  

p r o h i b i t e d  f r o m  e v e r  e n g a g i n g  i n  a n y  g e n e r a l  p r a c t i c e ,  a n d  

I  f i n d  t h a t  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  a s  t o  w h y  w e  

r e q u i r e  o r a l  a n d  [ i n d i s c . ]  s u r g e o n s  c e m o n s t r a t e  t h e i r  

s k i l l s  d o i n g  s i l v e r  f i l l i n g s  a n d / o r  g o l d  c a p p i n g  w h e n  i n  

f a c t  t h e y  a r e  e t h i c a l l y  b o u n d  f r o m  e v e r  d o i n g  t h o s e  

p r o c e d u r e s  a g a i n .  I  t h i n k  t h a t ' s  a n  u n f a i r  b u r d e n  o n  

s p e c i a l i s t s .  I t  m a k e s  a  w o r k l o a d  f o r  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  

E x a m i n e r s  t h a t  i s  u n n e c e s s a r y  a n d  d o e s  n o t  s e r v e  t h e  p e o p l e  

o f  A l a s k a  a t  a l l .

E a r l i e r  t o d a y  y o u  h e a r d  s o m e  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  a n  

u n f o r t u n a t e  s e r i e s  o f  d e a t h s  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  i n  a  d e n t a l  

o f f i c e .  P r i o r  t e s t i m o n y  w a ; i  t h a t  t h o s e  d e a t h s  o c c u r r e d  a t  

t h e  h a n d s  o f  a  c r e d e n t i a l e d  d e n t i s t  a n d  t h a t  i s  i n a c c u r a t e .  

R a n d a l l  B u r ^ s ,  I  am t o l d ,  p u l l e d  t h e  f i l e  o n  t h e  d o c t o r  i n  

q u e s t i o n  a n d  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  i n  f a c t  h e  h a d  b e e n  l i c e n s e d  

b y  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n .  T h e s e  d e a t h s ,  i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  r e l a t e d  n o t  

t o  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  c l i n i c a l  d e n t i s t r y ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t o  t h e  

p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  g e n e r a l  a n e s t h e s i a .  I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h a t
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p r o b l e m  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 6 0 ' s ,  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  E x a m i n e r s  

t h e n  c r e a t e d  t h e  c u r r e n t  s y s t e m  w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  a n y  

d e n t i s t  w h o  i s  t o  u s e  g e n e r a l  a n e s t h e s i a  w h i l e  t r e a t i n g  a  

p a t i e n t  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  m e e t  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  

s y s t e m .  T h a t  c u r r e n t  s y s t e m  r e q u i r e s  a  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  

d e n t i s t ' s  t r a i n i n g  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e ,  w h i c h  i s  a n o t h e r  w o r d

f o r  c r e d e n t i a l i n g .  C u r r e n t l y  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l

E x a m i n e r s  h a s  i n  t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  O f f i c e  a  s e r i e s  o f  

r e g u l a t i o n s  w h i c h  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  u s e  o f  [ i n d i s c . ]  s e d a t i o n .  

T h i s  i s  a a n x i e t y  a n d  p a i n  c o n t r o l  m o d a l i t y  a n d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  

i n  t h e  s a m e  m a n n e r  t h a t  a n e s t h e s i a  i s  u s e d ,  i s  o n  a  d a i l y  

b a s i s  b y  g e n e r a l  d e n t i s t s  a n d  s p e c i a l i s t s ,  a n d  i t ,  t o o ,  

r e q u i r e s  a  c r e d e n t i a l i n g  p r o c e s s  b e f o r e  a  p e r m i t  t o  u s e  a 

[ i n d i s c . ]  w o u l d  b e  g r a n t e d .  A n d  I  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  

p o t e n t i a l  f o r  h a r m  t h a t  t h e s e  t w o  m o d a l i t i e s  p o s e ,  t h e  

a n e s t h e s i a  o r  [ i n d i s c . ]  s e d a t i o n ,  f a r  o u t w e i g h s  t h e  t h r e a t  

t o  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  a n d  w e l f a r e  t h a t  t h e  p l a c e m e n t  o f  

[ i n d i s c . ]  p r o v i d e s ,  a n d  i f  c r e d e n t i a l i n g  i s  a d e q u a t e  f o r

t h e s e  t w o  m o d a l i t i e s ,  i s  i t  n o t  a l s o  a d e q u a t e  t o  t e s t  

g e n e r a l  d e n t i s t s .

I  h a v e  s o m e  c o m m e n t s  a b o u t  t h e  W e s t e r n  R e g i o n a l  

B o a r d .  I  am n o t  t o t a l l y  u n b i a s e d  i n  t h i s  f a s h i o n .  A s  I  

e x p l a i n e d  b e f o r e ,  I  am a n  e x a m i n e r  f o r  t h a t  B o a r d .  I

b e l i e v e  t h a t  a s  i t  n o w  s t a n d s ,  i t  p r o v i d e s  a  g o o d  d o u b l e  

b l i n d  o b j e c t i v e  t e s t  o f  t h e  c a n d i d a t e s  a n d  t h e y ' l l  n e e d  t o  

p e r f o r m  s o m e  c l i n i c a l  f u n c t i o n s .  I t  i s  p r o b a b l y  a n  

e x c e l l e n t  m e c h a n i s m  t o  t e s t  n e w  e n t r a n t s  i n t o  t h e
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p r o f e s s i o n a l  f i e l d .  A s  I  p o i n t e d  o u t ,  i t  p r o v i d e s  f o r  n o  

b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k ,  a n d  i n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h a t  t e s t  i s  n o t  g i v e n  

i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  I t  d i s c r i m i n a t e s  b y  v i r t u o  o f  o u r  

o w n  g e o g r a p h i c  l o c a t i o n  a g a i n s t  a n y  q u a l i f i e d  r e s i d e n t  

A l a s k a  d . a n t i s t  w h o  h a p p e n s  t o  b e  h e r e  b y  v i r t u e  o f  h i s  

f e d e r a l  s e r v i c e  o r  s o m e  o t h e r  m e a n s  o f  w o r k i n g  h e r e .  I t  

i m p o s e s  a n  u n d u e  b u r d e n  o n  A l a s k a n  d e n t i s t s  w h o  w i s h  t o  b e  

l i c e n s e d .  T h e  n e a r e s t  p l a c e  t h a t  y o u  c a n  t a k e  t h a t  

e x a m i n a t i o n  i s  i n  P o r t l a n d .  T h e  n e x t  c l o s e s t  p l a c e  i s  S a n  

F r a n c i s c o .  T h e  o t h e r  p l a c e s  a r e  R i v e r s i d e ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  i n  

t h e  d e s e r t ,  o r  i f  y o u  t r u l y  l i k e  t h e  b u s h ,  y o u  c a n  g o  t o  

O m a h a ,  N e b r a s k a ,  a t  C r e i g h t o n  U n i v e r s i t y .  T h i s  i s  t h e  o n l y  

f o u r  l o c a t i o n s .  I t ' s  o n l y  g i v e n  f o u r  t i m e s  a  y e a r ,  a n d  i t  

t e n d s  t o  b e  q u i t e  r e s t r i c t i v e  i n  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  

e x a m i n a t i o n s  b e c a u s e  t h e  f i r s t  e x a m  o f  t h e  y e a r  i s  t h e  8 t h  

o f  M a y ,  t h e  s e c o n d  i s  g i v e n  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  M a y ,  t h e r e ' s  o n e  

i n  J u n e ,  a n d  a n o t h e r  i s  S e p t e m b e r ,  a n d  i f  y o u  d o n ' t  p a s s  

a n y  o n e  o f  t h o s e  e x a m i n a t i o n s ,  y o u  a r e  n o t  e l i g i b l e  u n t i l  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  M a y .  A n d  t h e r e  i s  n o  w a y  a r o u n i  t h a t  

r e q u i r e m e n t .

T h e r e  w a s  a  c o m m e n t  m a d e  a f t e r  t h e  l a s t  h e a r i n g  o n  S B  

12 6 t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  s o u n d e d  l i k e  a  m i l i t a r y  r e l i e f  a c t .  I  

f o u n d  t h a t  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  c o m m e n t ,  a n d  I  b r i n g  i t  u p  o n l y  

t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  c u r r e n t l y  a l l  s i x  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  D e n t a l  

B o a r d  w e r e  a l l  b r o u g h t  t o  A l a s k a  b y  v i r t u e  o f  t h e i r  f e d e r a l  

s e r v i c e .  We h a v e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  t h e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  

S e r v i c e ,  w e  h a v e  [ i n d i s c . ]  f r o m  t h e  A r m y  o n  t h a t  B o a r d .
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W i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h o s e  d e n t i s t s  w h o  h a p p e n  t o  b e  

f o r t u n a t e  e n o u g h  t o  a t t e n d  s c h o o l s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  t h e  

P a c i f i c ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O r e g o n ,  [ i n d i s c . ]  o r  C r e i g h t o n  

U n i v e r s i t y ,  w h o  i n t e n d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  A l a s k a ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  

W e s t e r n  R e g i o n a l  B o a r d  s e r v e s  t o  h e l p  t h e m ,  b u t  i t  d o e s  n o t  

h e l p  a n y  o f  t h o s e  w h o  w e r e  b r o u g h t  h e r e  a n d  p e r h a p s  h a v e  

e s t a b l i s h e d  f a m i l i e s  a n d  r e s i d e n c e s  h e r e  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  a n d  

m a d e  c o m m i t m e n t s  t o  s t a y  i n  A l a s k a .

T h e  o t h - a r  p o i n t s  I ' d  l i k e  t o  b r i n g  o u t  i s  t h a t  t h e  

a m e n d e d  b i l l  h a s  h a d  s o m e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  a s  t o  w h e n  i t  w a s  

f i r s t  p u t  i n t o  t h e  h o p p e r .  T h e  p r o - c r e d e n t i a l i n g  p e o p l e  

a r e  t h e  a c t u a l l y  t h e  o n e s  t h a t  h a v e  [ i n d i s c .  -  b a c k g r o u n d  

t a l k i n g ]  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e y  a r e  i n  f a v o r  o f  c r e d e n t i a l i n g .  

N o n e  o f  u s  w a n t s  t o  o p e n  t h e  A l a s k a n  p r o f e s s i o n  u p  t o  a 

p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  h a v i n g  u n e t h i c a l  o r  i n c o m p e t e n t  o p e r a t o r s ,  

a n d  i t  i s  o u r  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  

c u r r e n t l y  i n  t h i s  w i l l  p r e v e n t  t h a t  f r o m  h a p p e n i n g .

T h e  [ i n d i s c . ]  c r e d e n t i a l i n g  p e o p l e  f r e q u e n t l y  c o m p l a i n  

a b o u t  m a i n t a i n i n g  q u a l i t y .  My e x p e r i e n c e  i s  w e  f e e l  t h a t  

t h e  c u r r e n t  l i c e n s i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t  e m p l o y e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  o f  

A l a s k a  s a y s  a  r u l e  t o  m a i n t a i n  q u a l i t y  o n c e  y o u  p a s s  t h e  

N ew m a n  C o m p e t e n c y  T e s t  a n d  t n a t  i n  f a c t  t h e  c r e d e n t i a l i n g  

b i l l  w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k s  s u c h  a s  c o n s i d e r e d  

h e r e  w i l l  g i v e  u s  a  b e t t e r  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  

o r  n o t  a n  a p p l i c a n t  f o r  a  l i c e n s e  i s  q u a l i f i e d .

A n d  I ' m  a f r a i d  w e  h a v e  t o  g e t  b a c k  d o w n  t o  t h e  b a s i c  

i s s u e ,  w h i c h  I  r e a l l y  b e l i e v e  c u r r e n t  l i c e n s i n g  [ i n d i s c .  -
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b a c k g r o u n d  t a l k i n g ]  a n d  I  t h i n k  t h e  c o m p l a i n t  a b o u t  

m a i n t a i n i n g  q u a l i t y  a n d  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  t o  m a i n t a i n  w o r k a b l e  

p r o g r a m s  a r e  r e a l l y  d e s i g n e d  t o  c l o u d  t h e  i s s u e  a n d  c o v e r  

u p  f u n d a m e n t a l  o b j e c t i o n s  b y  c u r r e n t  e s t a b l i s h e d  l i c e n s e d  

d e n t i s t s  w h o  s a y  t h a t  t h i s  w o u l d  o p e n  u p  t h e  s t a t e  t o  m o r e  

p r a c t i t i o n e r s .  I  r e a l l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  A l a s k a  

a r e  t h e  r e a l  l o s e r s  i n  t h a t  s i t u a t i o n .

D R .  D O N A L D  J .  D E N U C C I :  ( A n c h o r a g e )

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  a l l o w i n g  m e t o  r e a d  a  b r i e f  s t a t e m e n t  

t o d a y .

I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  b e f o r e  y o u  a  b i l l  t h a t  o f f e r s  

a s  n e a r  a n  i r o n  c l a d  a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  d e n t i s t s  l i c e n s e d  b y  

c r e d e n t i a l s  i n  A l a s k a  w i l l  p r o v i d e  t h e  s t a t e  w i t h  a  h i g h  

l e v e l  o f  q u a l i t y  d e n t a l  c a r e  a n d  i t  i s  a l s o  l i k e l y  t o  

i n c r e a s e  t h e  s c o p e  a n d  a v a i l a b i l i t y .

M r .  C h a i r m a n  a n d  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ,  I  w o u l d  

s t r o n g l y  u r g e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  w e l l  t h o u g h t  o u t  a n d  s u p e r b l y  

c r a f t e d  b i l l ,  S B  1 2 6 .

R I C K  S I L E R :  ( A n c h o r a g e )

I  w a n t  t o  r e p e a t  a  p a i r  o f  s t a t e m e n t s  f r o m  t h e  m e e t i n g  

o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  D e n t a l  P r o g r a m  A d v i s o r y  

C o m m i t t e e  a n d  a l s o  f r o m  a  s u b c o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  

t h e  n e w  f a c u l t y  m e m b e r .

A S  08  [ s t a t  r e f .  i n d i s c . ]  r e q u i r e s  t h e  p r e s e n c e  a n d  

s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  a n  A l a s k a  l i c e n s e d  d e n t i s t  w h e n  d e n t a l
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h y g i e n e  s t u d e n t s  a r e  p e r f o r m i n g  d e n t a l  h y g i e n e  p r o c e d u r e s  

i n  t h e i r  c o u r s e  o f  s t u d y  [ i n d i s c . ]  t o  d e n t a l  h y g i e n e  

p r o g r a m s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a ,  A n c h o r a g e .  T h e y  a r e  

p r e s e n t l y  c o n d u c t i n g  a  n a t i o n w i d e  s e a r c h  t o  r e c r u i t  a  

d e n t i s t  f a c u l t y  m e m b e r .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  e x i s t s  

t h a t  t h e  s e l e c t e d  p e r s o n  m a y  n o t  b e  l i c e n s e d  t o  p r a c t i c e  

d e n t i s t r y  i n  A l a s k a .  A  n e w  d e n t i s t  c o u l d  b e  r e a d y  t o  t e a c h  

c l a s s e s  t h i s  f a l l  i f  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  s t a n d a r d s  c a n  c o m p l y  

w i t h  A S  0 8 . 3 2  a n d  a l l  [ i n d i s c . ]  o f  p r e s e n t  l i c e n s u r e  

r e q u i r e m e n t  A S  0 8 . 3 6  m u s t  b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d .

S B  1 2 3  d o e s  p r o v i d e  a n  e f f e c t i v e  a l t e r n a t i v e  

a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  m e e t  u n i v e r s i t y  n e e d s .  C r e d e n t i a l i n g  w i l l  

n o t  o n l y  s o l v e  t h e  p r e s e n t  t e a c h e r  h i r i n g  p r o b l e m ,  b u t  w i l l  

o f f e r  m o r e  [ i n d i s c .  -  b a c k g r o u n d  n o i s e ] .  P r e s e n t l y ,  

d e n t i s t s  f r o m  t h e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  f u l f i l l  u n i v e r s i t y  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  b y  w o r k i n g  w i t h  a n d  s u p e r v i s i n g  o u r  s t u d e n t s  

i n  o u r  f a c i l i t i e s .  B e c a u s e  t h e s e  d e n t i s t s  d o  n o t  n o r m a l l y  

p r o c e s s  a n  A l a s k a  l i c e n s e ,  w e  a r e  c o m p e l l e d  t o  h a v e  a n o t h e r  

d e n t i s t ,  w h o  h a s  a n  A l a s k a  l i c e n s e ,  p r e s e n t .  T h i s  i s  a n  

u n n e c e s s a r y  d u p l i c a t i o n  o f  s k i l l s ,  t a l e n t  a n d  t i m e  t h a t  

c r e d e n t i a l i n g  c o u l d  e l i m i n a t e .  S B  1 2 6  e n s u r e s  t h e  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  

s u p e r v i s i o n  a t  t h e  U A A  D e n t a l  H y g i e n e  P r o g r a m ,  r e q u i r e d  b y  

A S  0 8 . 3 2 .  We t h e r e f o r e  s t r o n g l y  e n d o r s e  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  S B  

1 2 6 .

T h a n k  y o u  S e n a t o r .
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L IC E N S U R E  BY CR E D E N T IA LS  

A REPORT

I AM D R .  D O U G L A S  S M O L E , A P R A C T I C I N G  G E N E R A L  D E N T I S T  F O R  25- 

Y E A R S .  MY F A M I L Y  AND I H A V E  R E S I D E D ,  AN D I H A V E  P R A C T I C E D  

D E N T I S T R Y  IN  A N C H O R A G E  F O R  17 Y E A R S .  I AM IN  MY 5 T H  Y E A R  O F  

P R I V A T E  P R A C T I C E  AND AM C U R R E N T L Y  A M EM B ER  O F  T H E  S T A T E  

B O A R D  O F  D E N T A L  E X A M I N E R S .  I  AM A M EM BER  O F  T H E  A M E R IC A N  

D E N T A L  A S S O C I A T I O N  ( A D A )  AN D I T ' S  S T A T E  AN D L O C A L  D E N T A L  

S O C I E T Y  C O M P O N E N T S .  I AM A F E L L O W  IN  T H E  A M E R I C A N  A C A D E M Y  O F  

G E N E R A L  D E N T I S T R Y .

P R I O R  T O  P R I V A T E  P R A C T I C E ,  I  P R O V I D E D  D E N T A L  S E R V I C E  A S  A 

C O M I S S I O N E D  O F F I C E R  IN  T H E  U . S .  P U B L I C  H E A L T H  S E R V I C E  IN  

S E V E N  S T A T E S  AND C O M P L E T E D  MY 20+  Y E A R S  O F  S E R V I C E  A S  C H I E F  

O F  D E N T A L  S E R V I C E S  F O R  T H E  S O U T H C E N T R A L  S E R V I C E  U N I T  A T  T H E  

A L A S K A  N A T I V E  M E D I C A L  C E N T E R .  I  HAVF. H AD  A B R O A D  R A N G E  O F  

R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S ,  T R A I N I N G  AND E X P E R I E N C E  AND W I L L  R E A D I L Y  

P R O V I D E  A C U R R I C U L U M  V I T A E  UPON R E Q U E S T .

I C O N C U R  W IT H  T H E  A M E R IC A N  D E N T A L  A S S O C I A T I O N  P O S I T I O N  " T H A T  

AN E V A L U A T I O N  O F  A P R A C T I C I N G  D E N T I S T S  T H E O R E T I C A L  K N O W L E D G E  

AND C L I N I C A L  S K I L L  B A S E D  ON H I S  P E R F O R M A N C E  R E C O R D  CAN  

P R O V I D E  A S  MUCH P R O T E C T I O N  T O  T H E  P U B L I C  A S  W O U LD  AN 

E V A L U A T I O N  B A S E D  ON E X A M I N A T I O N " .  T H I S  P O S I T I O N  I S  

S U P P O R T E D  BY  ADA  I M M E D I A T E  P A S T  P R E S I D E N T  ( 1 9 8 8 )  J A M E S  

S A D D O R I S  O F  T U L S A  O K LA H O M A  WHO S T A T E D  T H A T  "WE T H I N K  

L I C E N S U R E  B Y  C R E D E N T I A L S  I S  T H E  P R O P E R  T A C K  T O  T A K E " .  "MANY

INTRODUCTION
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P E O P L E  W I L L  T E L L  YOU T H A T  T H E  C H E C K  AN D B A L A N C E  C.\‘ T H E  

E D U C A T I O N  S Y S T E M  I S  T H E  L I C E N S U R E  S Y S T E M .  T H A T ' S  N O T  T R U E  

A T  A L L .  T H E  C H E C K - A N D - B A L A N C E  O F  T H E  E D U C A T I O N  S Y S T E M  I S  

T H E  A D A ' S  C O M M I S S I O N  ON A C C R E D I T A T I O N .  T H E  M A J O R I T Y  O F  T H E  

A D A ' S  H O U S E  O F  D E L E G A T E S  T H I N K S  T H A T  L I C E N S U R E  BY  

C R E D E N T I A L S  I S  AN D  E X C E L L E N T  M E T H O D  AN D WE R E C O M M EN D  T H A T  T O  

T H E  S T A T E S "  ( Q U O T E  FRO M  A G D  I M P A C T  2 / 8 8 )

F U R T H E R M O R E ,  S U R V E Y S  O F  A D A  M E M B E R S  N A T I O N W I D E  IN  1 9 7 2  AN D 

1 9 8 6  I N D I C A T E D  T H A T  6 8 ’/. AN D  76.9’/. O F  T H E  M E M B E R S  S U P P O R T E D  

L I C E N S U R E  BY  C R E D E N T I A L S .  I T  I S  S I G N I F I C A N T  T O  N O T E  T H A T  IN  

A L A S K A  T H E  O P I N I O N  O F  A L A S K A  D E N T A L  S O C I E T Y  M E M B E R S H I P  H A S  

N O T  B E E N  F O R M A L L Y  S U R V E Y E D  ON T H E  C R E D E N T I A L L I N G  Q U E S T I O N  

IN  MY E X P E R I E N C E ,  I H A V E  H E A R D  MANY A L A S K A N  D E N T I S T r . o S

O P I N I O N S  IN  F A V O R  O F  P R O P E R L Y  P R O C E S S E D  C R E D E N T I A  

L I C E N S U R E .  I B E L I E V E  T H A T  S T A T E  D E N T A L  B O A R D S  S t  D B E  

MUCH M O RE T H A N  G A T E  K E E P E R S  AN D S H O U L D ' E N G A G E  I N  V A R I E T Y  

O F  E F F O R T S  D I R E C T E D  TO W A R D  A S S U R I N G  T H E  Q U A L I T Y  ( .0 

A C C E S S I B I L I T Y  O F  C A R E .  B O A R D S  M U S T  A L S O  P R O M O T E  I N T E G R I T Y  IN  

T H E  P R O V I S I O N  O F  T H A T  C A R E .

T H E  B O A R D / H I S T O R I C A L  O B S E R V A T I O N S

D U R IN G  MY Y E A R S  IN  A L A S K A  , I H A V E  B E E N  A C L O S E  O B S E R V E R  O F  

T H E  S T A T E  D E N T A L  B O A R D  AN D I T S  L I C E N S I N G  A C T I V I T I E S .  A T  

O N E  T I M E ,  T H E  EXA M  WAS G I V E N  A T  T H E  N A T I V E  M E D I C A L  C E N T E R .  I 

H A V E  W O R K ED  W I T H  D O Z E N S  0 ^  D E N T I S T S  WHO W E R E  E X A M I N E D  BY T H E
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B O A R D . G E N E R A L L Y  T H E  P A S S  R A T E  WAS 4 0 -5 0 %  W IT H  E X T R E M E S  O F  

90% O R  MORE T H E  Y E A R  T H E  T E A M S T E R S  C L I N I C S  C A M E  T O  A L A S K A  

AND 10% IN  1 9 S 4 . IN  1 9 8 4 ,  18 C A N D I D A T E S  T O O K  T H E  C L I N I C A L  

EXAM  IN  J U N E ,  AND 2 W E R E  G R A N T E D  L I C E N S E S .  A T  T H E  SA M E  

S E S S I O N ,  12  P R E S E N T E D  T H E I R  C R E D E N T I A L S  AN D 1 WAS G R A N T E D  A 

L I C E N S E .  D U R IN G  T H E  F I R S T  F O U R  Y E A R S  T H A T  T H E  S T A T U T E S  

A L L O W E D  L I C E N S U R E  BY C R E D E N T I A L S ,  O N L Y  5  L I C E N S E S  W ER E  

G R A N T E D  E V E N  TH O U G H  T H E  B O A R D  WAS P R E S U M IN G  T H A T  A 

C R E D E N T I A L  EXA M  B A S E D  ON C A S E  R E V I E W  WAS L E G A L .  I T  WAS T H I S  

C R I S I S  IN  1 9 8 4  T H A T  L E A D  T O  A T H R E A T E N E D  L A W S U I T ,  T H E  

A T T O R N E Y  G E N E R A L S  D E C I S I O N ,  T H E  R E G U L A T I O N  S T A Y I N G  L I C E N S U R E  

BY  C R E D E N T I A L S  AND M O V EM EN T O F  T H E  B O A R D  TO W A R D  A C C E P T I N G  

T H E  R E S U L T S  O F  T H E  W E S T E R N  R E G I O N  E X A M I N I N G  B O A R D  ( W R E B ) . 

U N F O R T U N A T E L Y ,  T H E  E P I S O D E  IN  1 9 8 4  C A U S E D  C O N S I D E R A B L E  

D I S C O M F O R T  F O R  T H E  B O A R D  AND R E S U L T E D  IN  MUCH T I M E  B E I N G  

S P E N T  IN  F E N D I N G  O F F  C H A L L E N G E S .  T H E  P A I N  R E - O C C U R S  

W H E N E V E R  T H E  C O N C E P T  O F  C R E D E N T I A L L L I N G  R E - A P P E A R S  . I 

B E L I E V E  T H A T  I T  I S  T I M E  T O  P U T  T H E  P A S T  A S I D E  AND T O  T A K E  A 

P O S I T I V E  A P P R O A C H  T O  A S S U U R I N G  T H A T  L I C E N S U R E  BY  C R E D E N T I A L S  

I S  D O N E  IN  A C C O R D A N C E  W I T H  T H E  S T A T U T E S ,  B U T  W I T H  

M O D I F I C A T I O N S  O F  T H E  P R O C E S S  T O  A S S U R E  P R O T E C T I O N  F O R  T H E  

P U B L I C  AND F A I R N E S S  T O  Q U A L I F I E D  C A N D I D A T E S .

T H E  W E S T E R N  R E G I O N A L  E X A M I N I N G  B O A R D / U J R E B

A L A S K A ' S  A C C E P T A N C E  O F  T H E  W REB  C L I N I C A L  EXAM  R E S U L T S  I S  A 

S I G N I F I C A N T  IM P R O V E M E N T .  I B E L I E V E  T H A T  T H E  W R EB  I S  A  F A I R
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M E A S U R E  O F  SO M E O F  T H E  B A S I C  K N O W L E D G E  AND S K I L L S  O F  T H E  

G E N E R A L  D E N T I S T .  T H E  EXA M  U S E S  M E A S U R E A B L E  C R I T E R I A  AND 

S T A N D A R D S ,  A N O N Y M ITY  O F  E X A M I N E E S  AN D I S  W E L L  O R G A N I Z E D .  I T  

I S  I M P O R T A N T  T O  U N D E R S T A N D  T H A T  T H E  W REB  I S  N O T  T H E  P A N A C E A  

T H A T  SO M E  W OULD R H E T O R I C A L L Y  WANT YOU T O  B E L I E V E .  T H E  W REB 

F U N C T I O N S  A S  A C L I N I C A L  E X A M I N I N G  A G E N C Y .  T H E  W REB  D O E S  N OT 

DO B A C K G R O U N D  C H E C K S  ON T H E  C A N D I D A T E S .  T H E  W REB  D O E S  N O T  

T E S T  S P E C I A L T Y  S K I L L S  O F  D E N T A L  S P E C I A L I S T S  T H A T  P E R F O R M  

O R A L  S U R G E R Y ,  O R T H D O N T I C S , C H I L D R E N S  D E N T I S T R Y  OR O T H E R  

S P E C I A L T I E S .

T H E  W REB  I S  V E R Y  E X P E N S I V E  AND I N C O N V E N I E N T  F O R  D E N T I S T S  

T H A T  M U S T  T R A V E L  FRO M  A L A S K A  AND T H E  W REB  D O E S  N O T  P R O V I D E  

P A T I E N T S  F O R  T H E  E X A M I N E E S .  P A T I E N T S  A R E  A V A I L A B L E  TH R O U G H  

T H E  D E N T A L  S C H O O L S  W H E R E  T H E  E X A M S  A R E  G I V E N  OR T H E  

C A N D I D A T E  M U S T  P A Y  F O R  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  O F  H I S / H E R  OWN 

P A T I E N T S  T O  B E T T E R  A S S U R E  A P P R O P R I A T E N E S S  O F  T H E  C A S E  AND 

R E L I A B I L I T Y  O F  T H E  P A T I E N T .  A P A T I E N T  T H A T  D O E S N ' T  SHOW UP 

CA N  B E C O M E  T H E  D E N T I S T S  F A I L U R E  T O  C O M P L E T E  T H E  E X A M .  AN 

I R O N I C  P O I N T  C O N C E R N I N G  T H E  W REB I S  T H A T  T H O S E  D E N T I S T S  WHO 

A R E  M O S T  L I K E L Y  T O  WANT T O  L I V E  IN  A L A S K A  F O R  L I F E  A R E  T H O S E  

WHO H A V E  E X P E R I E N C E D  A L A S K A  BY  V I R T U E  O F  T H E I R  F E D E R A L  

S E R V I C E  H E R E  OR WHO W E R E  BO RN  H E R E .  A L A S K A S  E N T R A N C E  IN T O  

T H E  W R EB  P R O C E S S  MAY V E R Y  W E L L  H I N D E R  E N T R Y  BY T H O S E  WHO 

A L R E A D Y  L O V E  A L A S K A .  T O  S A Y  T H A T  5 0 0  OR 6 0 0  W REB  E X A M I N E E S  

A R E  E L I G I B L E  F O R  L I C E N S U R E  IN  A L A S K A  I S  M I S L E A D I N G  WHEN YOU 

C O N S I D E R  T H A T  O N L Y  21 H A V E  A P P L I E D  F O R  A C T U A L  L I C E N S U R E  A S
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O F  F E B R U A R Y ,  1 9 8 9 .  T H E  M A J O R I T Y  O F  D E N T I S T S  T H A T  P R A C T I C E  

IN  A L A S K A  C A M E  H E R E  IN  F E D E R A L  S E R V I C E .

T H E  P R O B L E M  O F  S P E C I A L I S T S

A L O O K  A T  T H E  P R O C E S S  BY  W H IC H  D E N T A L  S P E C I A L I S T S  A R E  

L I C E N S E D ,  S U P P O R T S  T H E  C A S E  F O R  L I C E N S U R E  BY T H O R O U G H  

S C R U T I N Y  O F  C R E D E N T I A L S .  IN  A L A S K A ,  S P E C I A L " S T S  A R E  

R E Q U I R E D  T O  T A K E  T H E  G E N E R A L  EXA M  AN D T H E N  A S E C O N D  L I C E N S E  

T O  P R A C T I C E  T H E  S P E C I A L T Y  I S  G R A N T E D  B A S E D  ON T H E  A C C E P T A N C E  

O F  T H E  S P E C I A L I S T S  C R E D E N T I A L S .  T H I S  I S  A  G L A R I N G  

C O N T R A D I C T I O N  T O  T H E  C L A I M  T H A T  C R E D E N T I A L  R E V I E W  2 N O T  

E F F E C T I V E  OR V A L I D .  A L A S K A  H A S  AN E X T R E M E L Y  C O M P E T E N T  G R O U P  

O F  A B O U T  4 6  L I C E N S E D  S P E C I A L I S T S  WHO A R E  R A R E L Y ,  I F  E V E R ,

T H E  S U B J E C T S  O F  B O A R D  I N V E S T I G A T I O N .  I T  I S ,  H O W E V E R ,  A W I L D  

S T R E T C H  O F  I M A G I N A T I O N  T O  C O N C L U D E  T H A T  S P E C I A L I S T S  A R E  

Q U A L I F I E D  T O  P R A C T I C E  T H E I R  S P E C I A L I T Y  B E C A U S E  T H E Y  

D E M O N S T R A T E D  T H E I R  A B I L I T Y  T O  DO S I L V E R  F I L L I N G S ,  G O LD  

F I L L I N G S ,  O R  ^ T H E R  B A S I C  G E N E R A L  D E N T A L  P R O C E D U R E S .

T H E  C R E D E N T I A L I N G  P R O C E S S  A L R E A D Y  W O R K S  F O R  S P E C I A L I S T S .

I T  I S  T I M E  T O  R E L I E V E  T H E  E N T E R I N G  S P E C I A L I S T  O F  T H E  

U N R E A S O N A A B L E  B U R D E N  O F  T A K I N G  T H E  I N A P P R O P R I A T E  G E N E R A L  

D E N T I S T  E X A M .  C E R T A I N L Y ,  T H E  E X T R A  Y E A R S  O F  T R A I N I N G  AND 

N A T I O N A L  S P E C I A L T Y  B O A R D  E L I G I B I L I T Y  OR C E R T I F I C A T I O N  A R E  

O U T S T A N D I N G  C R E D E N T I A L S .



C R E D E N T I A L S ,  N O U I  A N D  F U T U R E

IN  A D D I T I O N  T O  T H E  C R E D E N T I A L  L I C E N S U R E  O F  S P E C I A L I S T S ,

T H E R E  W E R E  2 3  D E N T I S T S  L I C E N S E D  BY C R E D E N T I A L S  P R I O R  T O  T H E  

R E G U L A T I O N  1 2 A C C 2 8 . 9 5 0  C E S S A T I O N  O F  L I C E N S I N G  BY 

! C R E D E N T I A L S .  D R .  G E O R G E  H A N S f lN , T H E  S T A T E  C H A IR M A N  O F

D E N T I S T  P E E R  R E V I E W ,  IN F O R M E D  ME ON F E B R U A R Y  2 3 R D , T H A T  H F  

I S  N O T  A W A R E  O F  P R O B L E M S  OR  C O M P L A I N T S  D I R E C T E D  TO W A R D  T H I S  

G R O U P .  MY E X P E R I E N C E  ON T H E  B O A R D ,  W H E R E  WE S E E  T H E  N A M ES  

O F  D E N T I S T S  U N D E R  I N V E S T I G A T I O N ,  I S  T H E  S A M E .  I T  I S  

U N F O R T U N A T E  T H A T  CO M M EN TS  T O  T H E  C O N T R A R Y  W E R E  M ADE A T  T H E  

F E B R U A R Y  8 T H  S E N A T E  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G  D E A L I N G  W I T H  S E N A T E  

B I L L  1 2 6 .  I T  I S  E Q U A L L Y  U N F O R T U N A T E  T H A T  R U M O R S  H A V E  

C I R C U L A T E D  T H A T  D E A T H S  H A V E  O C C U R E D  IN  A L A S K A  A T  T H E  H A N D S  

O F  A C R E D E N T I A L  L I C E N S E D  D E N T I S T .  T H E  P A T I E N T  D E A T H S  T H A T  

O C C U R E D  IN  A D E N T A L  O F F I C E  IN  T H E  1 9 6 0 ' S  W E R E  U N D E R  T H E  C A R E  

O F  A D E N T I S T  L I C E N S E D  BY E X A M I N A T I O N .

IN  MY E X P E R I E N C E  D U R IN G  F E D E R A L  S E R V I C E  IN  A L A S K A ,  I WAS 

C A L L E D  UPON BY F E D E R A L  A T T O R N E Y S  T O  B E  A D E N T A L  C O N S U L T A N T  

AND W I T N E S S  IN  V A R I O U S  C A S E S  I N V O L V I N G  D R U G  A B U S E ,  S T A N D A R D S  

O F  C L I N I C A L  C A R E  AND F R A U D .  T H E S E  C A S E S  I N V O L V E D  D E N T I S T S  

L I C E N S E D  BY E X A M I N A T I O N .  I T  I S  N O T  MY I N T E N T  T O  S A Y  T H A T  

O N E  G R O U P  O F  L I C E N S E E S  I S  M ORE OR L E S S  H O N E S T ,

N O N - A D D I C T I V E , OR  P R O F E S S I O N A L L Y  C O M P E T E N T  T H A N  A N O T H E R .

T H E  P O I N T  I S  T H A T  A 3  DAY L I M I T E D  EX A M  A L O N E ,  W I T H O U T  A 

; T H O R O U G H  C R E D E N T I A L  R E V I E W  D O E S  N O T  G U A R A N T E E  T H E  E N T R Y  O F  A

G O L D  P L A T E D  D E N T I S T .  T H E  TH O R O U G H  E V A L U A T I O N  O F  A L L
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A P P L I C A N T  D E N T I S T S  B A C K G R O U N D  AND C L O S E  S C R U T I N Y  O P  T H E  

E X P E R I E N C E D  P R A C T I T I O N E R  C L I N I C A L  T R A C K  R E C O R D  C A N  A F F O R D  

P R O T E C T I O N  T O  T H E  P U B L I C .  C L I N I C A L  E X A M I N A T I O N  I S  S T I L L  

N E E D E D  F O R  T H E  N O V I C E  OR  O T H E R S  W HOSE  C R E D E N T I A L S  A R E  N O T  

R E A D I L Y  V E R I F I A B L E .

A T  T H I S  T I M E ,  2 3  S T A T E S  H A V E  S T A T U T O R Y  A U T H O R I T Y  T O  G R A N T  

L I C E N S U R E  BY  C R E D E N T I A L S .  N I N E  O F  T H E S E  R E Q U I R E  R E C I P R O C A L  

L I C E N S U R E  AN D 4 A R E  N O T  E X E R C I S I N G  S T A T U T O R Y  A U T H O R I T Y .  

M I N N E S O T A  H A S  B E E N  D O I N G  S O  F O R  81 Y E A R S  AN D R E P O R T S  F E W E R  

C O M P L A I N T S  A G A I N E S T  D E N  .'I S T S  L I C E N S E D  B Y  C R E D E N T I A L S .

, 1 U G L A S  S E L L ,  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R  O F  T H E  M I N N E S O T A  B O A R D  O F  

D E N T I S T R Y ,  S T A T E D  I N  R E S P O N S E  T O  A S U R V E Y  IN  F E B R U A R Y ,

1 9 8 8 .  "WE A R E  C A R E F U L  IN  OUR R E Q U I R E M E N T S  AND V E R I F I C A T I O N  

O F  C R E D E N T I A L S  P R E S E N T E D . . .  WE V E R I F Y  A L L  L I C E N S U R E  

C A N D I D A T E S  P  )UGH C L E A R  ( N A T I O N A L  C L E A R I N G H O U S E  ON 

L I C E N S U R E ,  E N F O R C E M E N T  AN D  R E G U L A T I O N )  AN D  T H E  A A D E  

(A M E R I C A N  A S S O C I A T I O N  O F  D E N T A L  E X A M I N E R S )  D I S C I P L I N A R Y  

S Y S T E M " .  K E N T U C K Y  D I D  E X P E R I E N C E  A R I S E  I N  T H E  D E N T I S T  

P O P U L A T I O N  W H IC H  I T  A T T R I B U T E D  T O  L I C E N S U R E  BY C R E D E N T I A L S .  

IN  R E S P O N S E ,  T H E  S T A T E  E V E N T U A L L Y  D I S C O N T I N U E D  T H E  P R A C T I C E .  

O H IO  S T O P P E D  C R E D E N T I A L L I N G  B U T  IN  1 9 8 5 ,  M R .  OMAR P .

W H IS M A N ,  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R  O F  T H E  O H I O  D E N T A L  B O A R D ,  S T A T E D  

IN  AN A R T I C L E  I N  T H E  J U L Y ,  1 9 8 5  J O U R N A L  O F  T H E  A M E R I C A N  

D E N T A L  A S S O C I A T I O N ,  "WE H A V E  TWO D E N T A L  S C H O O L S  IN  T H E  S T A T E  

AND L I C E N S I N G  B Y  C R E D E N T I A L S  I S  A V A L I D  M E C H A N IS M  T O  A T T R A C T  

Q U A L I T Y  E D U C A T O R S  T O  O H I O .  I B E L I E V E  T H E  D E V E L O P M E N T  O F  A
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R E P O R T I N G  M E C H A N IS M  I S  I M P O R T A N T  ANO I F  AN E F F E C T I V E  

M E C H A N IS M  E X I S T E D ,  I B E L I E V E  T H E  B O A R D  W O U LD  R E C O N S I D E R  

L I C E N S I N G  BY C R E D E N T I A L S  IN  O H I O " .

T H E  C L E A R I N G H O U S E S  H A V E  B E E N  IM P R O V E D  A N D  W I L L  C O N T I N U E  T O  

I M P R O V E ,  T H E R E F O R E ,  I T  I S  A P P R O P R I A T E  T O  MOVE FO R W A R D  W I T H  

T H I S  T I M E L Y  P R O C E S S  NOW. T H E  S T A T E M E N T  T H A T  NO S T A T E  W E S T  

O F  T H E  R O C K Y  M O U N T A IN S  H A S  L I C E N S U R E  BY C R E D E N T I A L S  I S  T R U E ,  

B U T ,  H A S  L I T T L E  A P P L I C A T I O N  S I N C E  A L A S K A  H A S  U N I Q U E  

C I R C U M S T A N C E S  O F  G E O G R A P H Y ,  E C O N O M I C S  AN D  P A T I E N T S  N E E D S .  I 

B E L I E V E  T H A T  WE S H O U L D  T A K E  A P O S I T I V E  A P P R O A C H  AN D B E C O M E  

C R E A T I V E  L E A D E R S  ON T H E  ' L A S T  F R O N T I E R ' .

B A C K G R O U N D  C H E C K S

S 0 1 E  C L A I M  T H A T  I T  I S  N O T  P O S S I B L E  T O  C H E C K  B A C K G R O U N D S  F O R  

D E N T I S T S .  T H I S  I S  N O T  T R U E .  TWO C L E A R I N G H O U S E S  E X I S T  NOW 

AND T H E  N A T I O N A L  D A T A  B A N K  W I L L  B E G I N  T H I S  S U M M ER .  T H E  

C L E A R I N G  H O U S E  F O R  D I S C I P L I N A R Y  I N F O R M A T I O N  S P O N S O R E D  B Y  T H E  

A M E R IC A N  A S S O C I A T I O N  O F  D E N T A L  E X A M I N E R S  ( A A D E )  I S  S E E K I N G  

F U N D IN G  T O  IM P R O V E  R E P O R T I N G .  C U R R E N T L Y ,  3 8  S T A T E S  AN D T H E  

U . S . A R M Y ,  N A V Y ,  AND A I R  F O R C E  R E P O R T  ON A  R E G U L A R  B A S I S  

A C C O R D I N G  T O  M S .  M O L L Y  N A D L E R , E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R  ( P E R S O N A L  

C O M M U N IC A T IO N  F E B R U A R Y  2 3 ,  1 9 0 9 ) .  A A D E  I S  A L S O  E N C O U R A G I N G  

M EM B ER S  T O  R E P O R T  T O  T H A T  C L E A R I N G H O U S E  W I T H  H O P E S  O F  100% 

C O M P L I A N C E  BY  N E X T  Y E A R .  T H E  A A D E  A L S O  I N T E N D S  T O  

P E R I O D I C A L L Y  P U B L I S H  C O M P L E T E  R E P O R T S  O F  B O A R D S  D I S C I P L I N A R Y



A C T I V I T I E S .  A D D I T I O N A L L Y  T H E  C E N T R A L  D I S C I P L I N A R Y  D A T A  B A N K  

O P E R A T E D  B Y  C L E A R  I S  B E I N G  U P G R A D E D .

A N O T H E R  S I G N I F I C A N T  F A C T  R E L A T E D  T O  B A C K G R O U N D  C H E C K I N G  I S  

T H E  P A S S A G E  O F  U S P L 9 9 - 6 6 0 ,  T H E  H E A L T H  C A R E  Q U A L I T Y 

I M P R O V E M E N T  A C T  O F  1 9 8 6  T I T L E  I V ,  P A R T  A ,  S E C T I O N S  4 0 2 ,  4 1 1  

A N D  4 1 2  P R O V I D E  R E L I E F  F R O M  L I A B I L I T Y  F O R  D A M A G E S  F O R  

P R O F E S S I O N A L  R E V I E W  G R O U P S  T H A T  P R O V I D E  I N F O R M A T I O N  

C O N C E R N I N G  D A M A G I N G  O R  I N C O M P E T E N T  P E R F O R M A L  - s i .  T H I S  H A S  

E N H A N C E D  T H E  R E P O R T I N G  P R O C E S S .

E C O N O M I C S / A C C E S S  T O  C A R E

I  B E L I E V E  T H A T  C O M P E T I T I O N ,  L I K E  W A T E R ,  R E E K S  I T S  O W N  L E V E L .  

I F  T H E R E  A R E  T O O  M A N Y  P R A C T I T I O N E R S  I N  A  S T A T E ,  T H E  P R U D E N T  

B U S I N E S S  P E R S O N / D E N T I S T  AS N O T  G O I N G  T O  P R A C T I C E  T H E R E .  I T  

I S  T R U E  T H A T  T H E  C O S T S  O F  O P E R A T I N G  A  P R A C T I C E  A R E  H I G H ,

B U T ,  T H I S  F A C T  A F F E C T S  B O T H  T H E  E S T A B L I S H E D  P R A C T I T I O N E R  A N D  

T H E  N E W C O M E R .  I  A L S O  B E L I E V E  T H A T  C O M P E T I T I O N  C A N  I M P R O V E  

T H E  Q U A L I T Y  A N D  A C C E S S I B I L I T Y  O F  C A R E .  L I K E  T H E  A V I S  A D ,  I F  

Y O U ' R E  S E C O N D  O R  N E W  I N  T O W N ,  Y O U  T R Y  H A R D E R .  T H I S  M A Y  E V E N  

R E L A T E  T O  T H E  F A C T  T H A T  W E  H A V E  S E E N  A N  I N C R E A S E  I N  D E N T I S T  

I N V O L V E M E N T  I N  A C T I V I T I E S  S U C H  A S  F R E E  D E N T ' V  ^  S C H O O L  

S C R E E N I N G  P R O G R A M S  A N D  I M P R O V E D  D E N T I S T  S I G N - L . ' 1 u N  D E N T A L  

E M E R G E N C Y  C A L L  S C H E D U L E S .
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R ECOMM E N D A T I O N S

3 .

4 .

P A S S  S E N A T E  B I L L  1 2 6  W I T H  T H E  WORD S H A L L .  T H I S  W I L L  . 

E L I M I N A T E  T H E  P R E S E N T  S T A G N A T I O N  AND S E T  T H E  S T A G E  

F O R  A P O S I T I V E  C A N - D O  A P P R O A C H  T O  T H E  C R E D E N T I A L  

L I C E N S U R E  S T A T U T E .

S P E C I F Y  AN E F F E C T I V E  D A T E  W H IC H  W OULD A L L O W  T H E  

D E N T A L  B O A R D  T I M E  T O  I M P L E M E N T  P R O C E D U R A L  C H A N G E S  

W H IC H  W I L L  B E  N E E D E D  F O R  E F F E C T I V E  I M P L E M E N T A T I O N .

R E F E R  T O  A D A  G U I D E L I N E S  F O R  L I C E N S U R E  ( A T T A C H E D )

AN D A D D  L A N G U A G E  T H A T  W J L L  A L L O W  T H E  B O A R D  T O

L I C E N S E  I N D I V I D U A L S  WHO C A N  D O C U M E N T  S U C C E S S F U L  

A C C R E D I T E D  R E S I D E N C Y  T R A I N I N G ,  C O N T I N U I N G  E D U C A T I O N ,  

T E A C H I N G  E X P E R I E N C E ,  AND S K I L L S  W H IC H  T H E  A D A  O F F E R S  

A S  A L T E R N A T I V E S  T O  S A T I S F A C T O R Y  P E R F O R M A N C E  ON A 

C L I N I C A L  E X A M I N A T I O N .  I F  C A S E  R E V I E W S  A R E  T O  B E  

R E Q U I R E D  T H E  B O A R D  W I L L  N E E D  M ORE T I M E  AND R E S O U R C E S  

T O  D E V E L O P  F A I R  M E A S U R A B L E  C R I T E R I A  F O R  S U C H  R E V I E W S .

A S S U R E  BY  S T A T U T E ,  I F  N E C E S S A R Y ,  T H A T  T H E  A P P L I C A N T S  

P A Y  F E E S  T H A T  A R E  S U F F I C I E N T  T O  C O V E R  A D D E D  C O S T S  O F  

C R E D E N T I A L  R E V I E W .

D A T E  O F  C O M P L E T E D  A P P L I C A T I O N  T O  A L L O W  T H O R O U G H  

B A C K G R O U N D  C H E C K S  AND T O  T H W A R T  I M N M E D I A T E  M O V E S  BY 

T H E  I N C O M P E T E N T  D E N T I S T  ON T H E  M O V E .

L I C E N S E S  BY  C R E D E N T I A L S  W I L L  R E Q U I R E

A S S U R E  BY  S T A T U T E ,  I F  N E C E S S A R Y ,  T H A T  T H E  I S S U A N C E  O F

M O N TH S  FROM



A m e r i c a n  D e n t a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  G u i d e l i n e s  f o r  L i c e n s u r e *

Dental Licensure is intended to insure that only qualified individuals provide dental treatment to the public. Among qualifications deemc' 
essential are satisfactory theoretical knowledge of basic biomedical and dental sciences and satisfactory clinical skill. It is essential th; 
each candidate lor an initial license be required to demonstrate these attributes on examination, a written examination lor theoretic, 
knowledge and a clinical examination for clinical skill. These guidelines suggest alternate mechanisms for evaluating tho theoretic: 
knowledge and clinical skills of an applicant (or licensure who holds a dental license in another jurisdiction. Requiring a candidate wh 
is seeking licensure in several jurisdictions to demonstrate this theoretical knowledgo and clinical skill on separate examinations If 
each jurisdiction seems unnecessary duplication.

L icensure by Examination-. Written examination programs conducted by the Council of National Board ol Dental Examiners hav- 
achieved broad recognition by state boards of dentistry. National Board dental examinations a ie  conducted in two parts. Part I cover 
basic biomedical sciences; Part II covers dental sciences. It is recommended that satisfactory performance on Part II of National Doan 
dental examinations within five years prior to applying for a stale denial license be considered adoquate testing ol theoretical knowledge 
National Board regulations require a candidate to pass Part I belore participating in Part II. Consequently, this recommendation exclude 
Part I only from tho lime limit.

No clinical examination has achieved as broad recognition as have National Board written examinations. Clinical examinations used (o 
dental licensure are conducted by individual state boards of dentistry and by regional clinical testing services. It is recommended the 
satisfactory performance within the last five years on any state or regional clinical examination at least equivalent in quality and difficult- 
to the state's own clinical examination be considered adequate testing for clinical skill provided that the candidate for licensure:

^ la .
A

- j c. Is endorsed by the state board of dentistry i.. the state of his current practice, 
v ,

v /a .  Is currently licensed in another jurisdiction,
v b . Has been in practice since being examined,

c
I d. Has not been the subject of final or pending disciplinary action in any state in which he is or has been licensed.

J  e. Has not failed the clinical examination of Ihe staie to which he is applying within the last three years.

L icensure  by Credentials: The American Dental Association belioveMhat an evaluation of a practicing dentist's theoretical knowlodci' 
and clinical skilj based on his performance record can provide as mdeh protection to the public as would an evaluation based oi 
examinatiorMs'suing a license using a performance record in place of examinations is termed licensure by credentials.

All candidates for licensure by credentials might be required to fulfill basic education and practice requirements, it is recommended ilia 
graduation from a dental school accredited by the Commission on Accreditation of Dental and Dental Auxiliary Educational Program 
be considered minimum satisfactory education for licensure by credentials. Further, it is recommended that licensure by credentials bi 
available only to a candidate who:

\ l a. Is currently licensed in another jurisdiction.
J  b. . Has been in practice or full-time dental education for a minimum of five years immediately prior to applying.
^Jc. Is endorsed by the slate board of dentistry in the state of current practice.
, j  d. Has not been the subject of final or pending disciplinary action in any stale in which he is or has been licensed.
\) e. Has not failed the clin.ual examination of the state to which he is applying within the last three years.

Alternate ways that current theoretical knowledge might be documented follow. It is recommended that for a candidate who meet: 
eligibility requirements for licensure by credentials! these methods be considered as possible alternatives to the written examinatioi 
requirement.

1. Successful completion of an accredited advanced dental education program in the last ten years.

2. A total of at least 180 hours of acceptable, formal, scientific continuing education in the last ten years, with a maximum credt 
of 60 hours for each two-year period.

3. Successful completion of a recognized specialty board examination in the last ten years.

4. Teaching experience of at least one day per week or its equivalent in an accredited dental education program for at least si:- 
of the last ten years.

Possible documentation for current clinical skill appears in the followino list. Provided that eligibility requirements for licensure b- 
credentials are met, it is recommended that these methods be considered as possible alternatives to satisfactory performance on . 
clinical examination. ------ -----------------------------

Successful completion of an accredited general practice residency or dental internship within the last ton years.
Successful completion of an accredited dental specialty education program in a clinical discipline within the last ton years 
A total of at least 100 hours of acceptable clinically oriented continuing education in the last ten years, Wii1'  a maximum crodi: 
of 60 hours for each two-year period.
Clinical teaching of at least one day per week or its equivalent in an accredited dental education program, including a hospital- 
based advanced dental education program, for at least six of the last ten years.
Presenting case histories of patients treated by the candidate in the last five years, with preoperalive and postoperative 
radiographs, covering procedures required on the state clinical examination, lor discussion with tho state board.

"The above guidelines were adopted by Ihe ADA House of Delegates and are published in 1976 Transactions of tho American Dcntai 
Association, page 919 and 1977 Transactions, page 923.

The above guidelines are also published in the J o u r n a l  o f  t h e  A m e r ic a n  D e n t a l  A s s o c ia t io n , Vol. 111, July 1985, page 21.
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SEC. 313. EFjEXmVE DATE.
eneral R ule.— Subtitle 1 of title XXI of the Public H ealth  

Service Act shall take effect on the date of th e  enactment of this Act 
and Subtitle 2 o f  such title and th is title  ehall take effect on the 
effective date of a  tax enacted after the date of the enactment of th is 
Act to provide funds for compensation paid under such subtitle  2.

(b) Insufficiency o r  Funds.— If a t any tim e there are insufficient 
funds to pay all o f  the claims payable under subtitle 2 of title XXI of 
the  Public H ealth  Service Act for 180 days, such subtitle shall cease 
to be in effect u n ti l  sufficient funds to pay all of the claims under 
such subtitle become available.

TITLE IV—ENCOURAGING GOOD FAITH 
PROFESSIONAL REVIEW ACTIVITIES

.SEC. 401. SHORT TITLE.
/ This title may be  cited as the  "H ealth  C are Quality Improvement
( Act of 1986".
'-S E C  402. FINDINGS.

The Congress finds the  following:
(1) The increasing  occurrence of medical malpractice and the 

heed to improve the quality  of medical care have become nation ­
wide problems th a t w arran t g reater efforts than those th a t can 
be undertaken by any individual State.

(2) There is a national need to res tric t the abil ;y of incom­
petent physicians to move from S tate to S tate without disclo­
sure or discovery of the  physician's previous damaging or 
incompetent performance.

(3) This nationw ide problem can be remedied through effec­
tive profejsional peer review.

(4) The th re a t  of private money damage liability under Fed­
eral laws, inc lud ing  treble damage liability under Federal 
an titru st law, unreasonably discourages physicians from partic i­
pating in effective professional peer review.

(5) There is an  overriding national need to provide incentive 
and protection for physicians engaging in  effective professional 
peer review.

PART A— PROMOTION OF PROFESSIONAL REVIEW
ACTIVITIES

S E C  411. P R O F E S S I O N A L  R E V I E W ,  
(a) I n  G e n

ON DAMAGES FOR 
■Qfll rpyjggE

PROFESSION A L ^ R Z V l
l e  l i n e d  i n  s e c t i

431(9)) of a professional review body meets all the stand 
specified in section <■ 12(a). except as provided in subsection

(A) the professional review body,
(B) any person acting as a m ember or staff to the body,
(C) any person under a con tract or other formal agree­

ment w ith  the body, and
(D) any person who participates w ith or assists the body 

with respect to the action,
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P r o f e s s i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  R e p o r t

C L E A R  a n n o u n c e s  m a j o r  u p g r a d e  
of d is c ip l in e  r e p o r t in g  s y s te m

The centra] disciplinary action data bank operated 
by the National Clearinghouse on Licensure, 
Enforcement and Regulation (CLEAR) has been 
substantially revised to provide easier-to-read reports, 
CLEAR recently announced. The system, known as 
NDIS or the National Disciplinary Information System, 
has been reconfigured to operate on an IBM Model 80 
PS/2 computer. It contains data on disciplinary actions 
submitted by participating states for nearly 200 
professions.

NDIS subscribers will now receive bimonthly 
reports of disciplinary actions and may choose from hard 
copy, disk, or tape formats, said A1 Glover, executive 
director of the Lexington-based organization. In 
addition to listing disciplinary data on most health 
occupations, CLEAR recently contracted with the 
National Association of State Boards of Accountancy to 
receive reports from its members. In recent months, 
“the snowball just hit the ground and is starting to 
roll,” said Glover of the expanding database. “The 
more states participate the more it will pick up.”

Another feature of the.upgraded system is an 
alphabetical listing by last narrid of ail individuals in 
the database for comparison among states and across 
professions. In browsing through that list, Glover said, 
one can find a person whose license was revoked in 
California one year and the same name listed under 
revocations in New York two years later. “If New 
York had known about the California action,” then 
perhaps that person wouldn’t have been licensed, he 
pointed out. With the new system, CLEAR is hoping 
to bridge the gap between “data” and information that is 
meaningful to regulators.

$ 2 4 0  p e r  h o u r  fo r  ru le  r e v i e w ?  I t ’s 
t h e  g o in g  r a t e  a t  C a l i f o r n ia  a g e n c y

When the California Board of O steopath ic 
Examiners submitted new regulations to the state Office 
of Administrative Law, the bill for the mandatory 
review was more than $24,000 for 101 nours - a $240- 
per-hour rate. Since the Attorney General’s office only 
charged $75 per hour, the board demanded an 
explanation. Apparently, with minor differences, the 
two rates are calculated by a formula that divides agency 
expenditures by “workload” hours. Contingency-funded 
agencies like the board are charged at the hourly rate for 
the services they use.

Michael Schauffele, OAL’s manager of 
administrative services, explained that the AG’s office is

much larger and spreads its costs of operation among 
many more agencies.

“We expected to be billed for a large number of 
I hours,” said Linda Bergmann, board executive director. 
“But the bill was for one-sixth of our budget.

I Surprisingly, we were the only board to inquire about 
the rate."

C o r r e c t io n  The Illinois Department of 
Professional Regulation (formerly ;hc Department of 
Registration and Education) does not permit licensed 
accountants to collect commissions for selling 
securities to clients.

IN  T H E  C O U R T S

S u p r e m e  C o u r t  t o  
t e s t im o n i a l  c a s e

h e a r  l a w y e r

“If I had any legal problem, car accident or 
anything, I would go back to Grey and Oring,” 
concluded Sharon S. in a 1981 radio advertisement for a 
California law firm. When car dealers or cereal makers 
use such testimonials, nobody blinks. But for 
California lawyers, using client testimonials is a
violation of the state bar’s Rules of Professional
Conduct. The rule’s constitutionality may be tested 
next January when the U.S. Supreme Court is expected 
to hear oral arguments in the case. (Oring v. State Bar 
of California)

Since both parties agree that the testimonial was 
true, the case will pit first amendment rights of free 
speech against the state’s right to restrict certain types 
of truthful advertisements. In addition to the 
constitutional issues, Oring will contend that word-of- 
mouth testimonials from satisfied clients are the 
traditional method by which lawyers obtain business. It 
should not matter that the lawyer uses a medium — like 
radio — that reaches more people, said Ted Choen, 
Oring’s attorney.

P e e r  r e v i e w  o n  O r e g o n  b o a r d  
“u n d e r  a  c lo u d *  a f t e r  P a t r i c k  c a s e

Peer review panels, endorsed by state legislatures, 
hospitals, and the U.S. Congress as a means of 
furthering quality health care, have hit some snags. In a 
recent case, the U.S. Supreme Court held that private 
hospital panels are not invariably immune from federal 
antitrust law. (Patrick v. Burget, 86-1145)

---------------A u g u s t  1988 4



Member States

W E S T E R N  R E G I O N A L  E X A M I N I N G  B O A R D

10040 N O R T H  25th A V E N U E , SUITE 116, P H O EN IX , A R IZ O N A  05021 

(602) 944-3315

Clinical Examinations in Dentistry

ALASKA
AR IZONA

IDAHO
M O N TAN A

NEW  MEXICO 
UTAH

M a r c h  15/ 1 9 8 9

T e r e s a  M a s e r
S e n a t o r  R i c k  H a l f o r d ' s  o f f i c e  
P . O .  B o x  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  M s .  M a s e r :

I  am s e n d i n g  t h e  e x a m  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f r o m  t h e  d e n t a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  
1 9 8 4  t o  1 9 8 8 .  1 9 8 4  i s  t h e  l a t e s t  d a t e  f o r  w h i c h  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n
i s  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e .  T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  l e t  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  
k n o w  w h a t  p r o c e d u r e s  w e r e  r e q u i r e d  o n  t h e  e x a m .  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  
r e i t e r a t e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  n u m e r o u s  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  i n v o l v e d  
i n  " c o m p a r a b i l i t y "  o f  e x a m s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  s u c h  a s  e x a c t  p a t i e n t  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  e x a m i n e r  
c r i t e r i a ,  e x a m i n e r s  i n v o l v e d ,  c o n t e n t  o n  w r i t t e n  e x a m s ,  e t c .  A l l  
o f  t h e s e  v a r i a b l e s  h a v e  c h a n g e d  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  a n d  a r e  o b v i o u s l y  
m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a s s e s s  t h a n  e x a m  p r o c e d u r e s .

L i n d a  P a u l
E x e c u t i v e  A d m i n i s t r a t o r



T h e  a d d r e s s  o n  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  t h e  a d d r e s s  w h e r e  
y o u  w i s h  a l l  e x a m  m a t e r i a l s  s e n t  b e f o r e  t h e  ex a m  ( w i l l  b e  s e n t  o u t  
a r o u n d  30 d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e  e x a m ) .

T h e  e x a c t  c r i t e r i a  f o r  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  w i l l  b e  s e n t  t o  y o u  p r i o r  t o  
t h e  e x a m .  P r o c e d u r e s  w i l l  i n c l u d e  a  C l a s s  I I  a m a lg a m ,  a n d  a c a s t  g o l d  
r e s t o r a t i o n ,  w h i c h  m ay  b e  a t w o  s u r f a c e  i n l a y  ( p r o x i m a l ) ,  MOD o n l a y ,  
3 / 4  c r o w n  o r  7 / 8  c r o w n .  T h e r e  w i l l  b e  a  p e r i o  d i a g n o s i s  a n d  t r e a t m e n t  
s e c t i o n .  F o r  t h e  a m a l g a m ,  c a s t  g o l d  a n d  p e r i o  e x a m s ,  y o u  w i l l  p r o v i d e  
y o u r  ow n  p a t i e n t ( s ) .  T h e  e n d o d o n t i c  p o r t i o n  w i l l  c o n s i s t  o f  
p e r f o r m i n g  e n d o d o n t i c  t h e r a p y  o n  o n e  c a n a l ,  o n  a m o u n t e d  t o o t h .  Y o u  
w i l l  o n l y  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  t r e a t  o n e  c a n a l  o f  a m u l t i c a n a l e d  t o o t h .  F o r  
t h e  e n d o d o n t i c  t r e a t m e n t  y o u  w i l l  s u p p l y  a n  e x t r a c t e d  t o o t h ,  m o u n t e d  
i n  p l a s t i c  a s  p e r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  b e  r e c e i v e d  w i t h  y o u r  e x a m i n a t i o n  
m a t e r i a l s .  T h e  p r o s t h e t i c s  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  e x a m  w i l l  b e  a n  e v a l u a t i o n  
e x a m .  Y o u  w i l l  e x a m i n e  v a r i o u s  c a s e s  o f  f u l l  u p p e r  a n d  l o w e r  d e n t u r e s  
a n d  p a r t i a l s  s e t  i n  c l e a r  a c r y l i c  o n  H a n a u  s e m i - a d j u s t a b l e  
a r t i c u l a t o r s  u s i n g  a n a t o m i c a l  t e e t h  a n d  a n s w e r  q u e s t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  
t h e m .  T h e r e  w i l l  b e  a n  o r a l  p a t h o l o g y  e x a m  w h i c h  c o n s i s t s  o f  s l i d e s  
a n d  50  m u l t i p l e  c h o i c e  q u e s t i o n s .  T h e r e  w i l l  b e  a n  O r a l  D i a g n o s i s  a n d  
T r e a t m e n t  P l a n n i n g  t e s t .  Y o u  w i l l  b e  g i v e n  a c a s e  h i s t o r y ,  m o u t h  
p h o t o g r a p h s ,  a n d  s t u d y  m o d e l s .  F r o m  t h e s e  r e c o r d s  y o u  w i l l  b e  
r e q u i r e d  t o  a n s w e r  q u e s t i o n s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  p r o p e r  d i a g n o s i s  a n d  
t r e a t m e n t  p l a n n i n g .  T h i s  w i l l  b e  a m u l t i p l e  c h o i c e  t y p e  r e s p o n s e .

T h e  B o a r d  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  y o u  p r o v i d e  p r o o f  o f  m a l p r a c t i c e  i n s u r a n c e .
Y o u  m a y  s e n d  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  w i t h o u t  t h e  p r o o f ,  b u t  we m u s t  r e c e i v e  
p r o o f  14 d a y s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  e x a m .  Y o u  m ay  c o n s u l t  P o e  & A s s o c i a t e s  a t  
8 1 3 / 2 2 8 - 7 3 6 1 .  T h i s  c a n  t a k e  6 - 8  w e e k s  s o  a p p l y  e a r l y  t o  a v o i d  
p r o b l e m s .

T h e  B o a r d  h a s  r u l e d  t h a t  a g r a d u a t i n g  s e n i o r  m a y  t a k e  t h e  e x a m  w i t h  
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  D e a n .  E x a m  r e s u l t s  w i l l  b e  h e l d  u n t i l  t h e  
c a n d i d a t e  g r a d u a t e s  a n d  p r o v i d e s  t h e  W R EB  o f f i c e  w i t h  p r o o f  o f  
g r a d u a t i o n .  I f  f o r  s o m e  r e a s o n ,  t h e  c a n d i d a t e  d o e s  n o t  g r a d u a t e  
w i t h i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  a c a d e m i c  y e a r  t h e  e x a m  w i l l  b e  i n v a l i d .

T h e  v a r i o u s  m e m b e r  s t a t e s  h a v e  a  t i m e  l i m i t  o n  h ow  l o n g  a f t e r  t a k i n g  
t h e  e x a m  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e  w i l l  b e  a c c e p t e d  f o r  l i c e n s u r e .  P l e a s e  c h e c k  
w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  w h e r e  y o u  w i s h  l i c e n s u r e  f o r  t h e i r  r e q u i r e m e n t s .

T H E  M EM 3ER  S T A T E S  O F  T H E  W . R . E . B .  A R E :  A l a s k a ,  A r i z o n a ,  I d a h o ,
M o n t a n a ,  New M e x i c o  a n d  U t a h .

A T T E N T I O N  A P P L I C A N T S

T h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  o u r  d e n t a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  is  e n c l o s e d  p u r s u a n t  t o

y o u r  r e q u e s t .
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I f  w i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  y e a r  y o u  h a v e  t a k e n  t h e  ex a m  o r  a p p l i e d  t o  t a k e  t h e  
e x a m ,  i t  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s e n d  a c o p y  o f  y o u r  d i p l o m a  ( i f  y o u r  
d i p l o m a  i s  o n  f i l e  i n  o u r  o f f i c e ) .  P l e a s e  i n d i c a t e  w h e r e  a n d  w h e n  y o u  
l a s t  t o o k  t h e  e x a m ,  o r  w h e n  y o u  a p p l i e d .

T h e  a d d r e s s  o n  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  t h e  a d d r e s s  w h e r e  
y o u  w i s h  a l l  ex a m  m a t e r i a l s  s e n t  b e f o r e  t h e  e x a m  ( w i l l  b e  s e n t  o u t  
a r o u n d  30 d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e  e x a m ) .

T h e  e x a c t  c r i t e r i a  f o r  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  w i l l  b e  s e n t  t o  y o u  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  30 d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e  e x a m .  P r o c e d u r e s  w i l l  i n c l u d e  a 
C l a s s  I I  a m a lg a m ,  a n d  a  c a s t  g o l d  r e s t o r a t i o n ,  w h i c h  m a y  b e  a n  o n l a y ,  
3 / 4  c r o w n  o r  7 /8  c r o w n .  A n  i n l a y  w i l l  n o t  b e  a c c e p t a b l e .  T h e r e  w i l l  
b e  a p e r i o  d i a g n o s i s  a n d  t r e a t m e n t  s e c t i o n .  F o r  t h e  a m a l g a m ,  c a s t  g o l d  
a n d  p e r i o  e x a m s ,  y o u  w i l l  p r o v i d e  y o u r  ow n  p a t i e n t ( s ) .  T h e  
e n d o d o n t i c  p o r t i o n  w i l l  c o n s i s t  o f  p e r f o r m i n g  e n d o d o n t i c  t h e r a p y  o n  
o n e  c a n a l ,  o n  a  m o u n t e d  t o o t h .  Y o u  w i l l  o n l y  h e  r e q u i r e d  t o  t r e a t  o n e  
c a n a l  o f  a  m u l t i c a n a l e d  t o o t h .  F o r  t h e  e n d o d o n t i c  t r e a t m e n t  y o u  w i l l  
s u p p l y  a n  e x t r a c t e d  t o o t h ,  m o u n t e d  i n  p l a s t i c  a s  p e r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  
b e  r e c e i v e d  w i t h  y o u r  e x a m i n a t i o n  m a t e r i a l s .  T h e  p r o s t h e t i c s  p o r t i o n  
o f  t h e  ex a m  w i l l  b e  a n  e v a l u a t i o n  e x a m .  Y o u  w i l l  e x a m i n e  v a r i o u s  
c a s e s  o f  f u l l  u p p e r  a n d  l o w e r  d e n t u r e s  a n d  p a r t i a l s  s e t  i n  c l e a r  
a c r y l i c  o n  H a n a u  s e m i - a d j u s t a b l e  a r t i c u l a t o r s  u s i n g  a n a t o m i c a l  t e e t h  
a n d  a n s w e r  q u e s t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e m .  T h e r e  w i l l  b e  a n  o r a l  p a t h o l o g y  
e x a m  w h i c h  c o n s i s t s  o f  s l i d e s  a n d  50 m u l t i p l e  c h o i c e  q u e s t i o n s .  T h e r e  
w i l l  b e  a n  O r a l  D i a g n o s i s  a n d  T r e a t m e n t  P l a n n i n g  t e s t .  Y o u  w i l l  b e  
g i v e n  a c a s e  h i s t o r y ,  m o u t h  p h o t o g r a p h s ,  s t u d y  m o d e l s  a n d  x - r a y s .
F r o m  t h e s e  r e c o r d s  y o u  w i l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  a n s w e r  q u e s t i o n s  p e r t a i n i n g  
t o  t h e  p r o p e r  d i a g n o s i s  a n d  t r e a t m e n t  p l a n n i n g .  T h i s  w i l l  b e  a 
m u l t i p l e  c h o i c e  t y p e  r e s p o n s e .

T h e  B o a r d  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  y o u  p r o v i d e  p r o o f  o f  m a l p r a c t i c e  i n s u r a n c e .
Y o u  m a y  s e n d  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  w i t h o u t  t h e  p r o o f ,  b u t  we m u s t  r e c e i v e  
p r o o f  14  d a y s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  e x a m .  Y o u  m a y  c o n s u l t  P o e  & A s s o c i a t e s  a t  
8 1 3 / 2 2 8 - 7 3 6 1 .  T h i s  c a n  t a k e  6 - 8  w e e k s  s o  a p p l y  e a r l y  t o  a v o i d  
p r o b l e m s .

r. h e  B o a r d  h a s  r u l e d  t h a t  a g r a d u a t i n g  s e n i o r  m ay  t a k e  t h e  e x a m  w i t h  
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  D e a n .  E x a m  r e s u l t s  w i l l  b e  h e l d  u n t i l  t h e  
c a n d i d a t e  g r a d u a t e s  a n d  p r o v i d e s  t h e  W REB  o f f i c e  w i t h  p r o o f .  I f  f o r  
s o m e  r e a s o n ,  t h e  c a n d i d a t e  d o e s  n o t  g r a d u a t e  w i t h i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  
a c a d e m i c  y e a r  t h e  ex a m  w i l l  b e  i n v a l i d .

T h e  v a r i o u s  m e m b e r  s t a t e s  h a v e  a t i m e  l i m i t  o n  h o w  l o n g  a f t e r  t a k i n g  
t h e  e x a m  t .  c e r t i f i c a t e  w i l l  b e  a c c e p t e d  f o r  l i c e n s u r e .  P l e a s e  c h e c k  
w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  w h e r e  y o u  w i s h  l i c e n s u r e  f o r  t h e i r  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  T h e  
m in im u m  l e n g t h  i s  t h r e e  ( 3 )  y e a r s .

T H E  M EM BER  S T A T E S  O F  T H E  W . R . E . B .  A R E :  A r i z o n a .  U t a h ,  M o n t a n a ,  a n d  
I d a h o .

ATTENTION APPLICANTS

The a ppli cation for our dental e x amination is enclosed p u r s u a n t  to
your request.
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ATTENTION APPTICANTS

I f  w i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  y e a r  y o u  h a v e  t a k e n  t h e  e x a m  o r  a p p l i e d  t o  t a k e  t h e  
e x a m ,  i t  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s e n d  a  c o p y  o f  y o u r  d i p l o m a  ( i f  y o u r  
d i p l o m a  i s  o n  f i l e  i n  o u r  o f f i c e ) .  P l e a s e  i n d i c a t e  w h e r e  a n d  w h e n  y o u  
l a s t  t o o k  t h e  e x a m ,  o r  w h e n  y o u  a p p l i e d .

T h e  a d d r e s s  o n  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  t h e  a d d r e s s  w h e r e  
y o u  w i s h  a l l  e x a m  m a t e r i a l s  s e n t  b e f o r e  t h e  e x a m  ( w i l l  b e  s e n t  o u t  
a r o u n d  30  d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e  e x a m ) .

T h e  e x a c t  c r i t e r i a  f o r  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  w i l l  b e  s e n t  t o  y o u  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  30 d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e  e x a m .  P r o c e d u r e s  w i l l  i n c l u d e  a  
C l a s s  I I  a m a l g a m ,  a n d  a  c a s t  g o l d  r e s t o r a t i o n ,  w h i c h  m a y  b e  a n  o n l a y ,  
3 / 4  c r o w n  o r  7 / 8  c r o w n .  A n  i n l a y  w i l l  n o t  b e  a c c e p t a b l e .  T h e r e  w i l l  
b e  a  p e r i o  d i a g n o s i s  a n d  t r e a t m e n t  s e c t i o n .  F o r  t h e  a m a l g a m ,  c a s t  g o l d  
a n d  p e r i o  e x a m s ,  y o u  w i l l  p r o v i d e  y o u r  o w n  p a t i e n t ( s ) .  T h e  
e n d o d o n t i c  p o r t i o n  w i l l  c o n s i s t  o f  p e r f o r m i n g  e n d o d o n t i c  t h e r a p y  o n  
o n e  c a n a l ,  o n  a m o u n t e d  t o o t h .  A n y  t o o t h  i s  a c c e p t a b l e ,  b u t  y o u  w i l l  
o n l y  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  t r e a t  o n e  c a n a l  o f  a  m u l t i c a n a l e d  t o o t h .  F o r  t h e  
e n d o d o n t i c  t r e a t m e n t  y o u  w i l l  s u p p l y  a n  e x t r a c t e d  t o o t h ,  m o u n t e d  i n  
p l a s t i c  a s  p e r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  b e  r e c e i v e d  w i t h  y o u r  e x a m i n a t i o n  
m a t e r i a l s .  T h e  p r o s t h e t i c s  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  e x a m  w i l l  b e  a n  e v a l u a t i o n  
e x a m .  Y o u  w i l l  e x a m i n e  v a r i o u s  c a s e s  o f  f u l l  u p p e r  a n d  l o w e r  d e n t u r e s  
s e t  i n  c l e a r  a c r y l i c  o n  H a n a u  i > e m i - a d j u s t a b l e  a r t i c u l a t o r s  u s i n g  
a n a t o m i c a l  t e e t h  a n d  a n s w e r  q u e s t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e m .  Y o u  w i l l  b e  
g i v e n  a n  o r a l  p a t h o l o g y  e x a m  w h i c h  c o n s i s t s  o f  s l i d e s  a n d  50  m u l t i p l e
c h o i c e  q u e s t i o n s .  T h e r e  w i l l  b e  a n  O r a l  D i a g n o s i s  a n d  T r e a t m e n t
P l a n n i n g  t e s t .  Y o u  w i l l  b e  g i v e n  a  c a s e  h i s t o r y ,  m o u t h  p h o t o g r a p h s ,  
s t u d y  m o d e l s  a n d  x - r a y s .  F r o m  t h e s e  r e c o r d s  y o u  w i l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  
a n s w e r  q u e s t i o n s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  p r o p e r  d i a g n o s i s  a n d  t r e a t m e n t  
p l a n n i n g .  T h i s  w i l l  b e  a  m u l t i p l e  c h o i c e  t y p e  r e s p o n s e .

T h e  B o a r d  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  y o u  p r o v i d e  p r o o f  o f  m a l p r a c t i c e  i n s u r a n c e .
Y o u  m a y  s e n d  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  w i t h o u t  t h e  p r o o f ,  b u t  w e  m u s t  r e c e i v e  
p r o o f  14  d a y s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  e x a m .  Y o u  m a y  c o n s u l t  P o e  & A s s o c i a t e s  a t
8 1 3 / 2 2 8 - 7 3 6 1 .  T h i s  c a n  t a k e  6 - 8  w e e k s  s o  a p p l y  e a r l y  t o  a v o i d
p r o b l e m s .

T h e  B o a r d  h a s  r u l e d  t h a t  a  g r a d u a t i n g  s e n i o r  m a y  t a k e  t h e  e x a m  w i t h  
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  D e a n .  E x a m  r e s u l t s  w i l l  b e  h e l d  u n t i l  t h e  
c a n d i d a t e  g r a d u a t e s  a n d  p r o v i d e s  t h e  W REB  o f f i c e  w i t h  p r o o f .  I f  f o r  
s o m e  r e a s o n ,  y o u  d o  n o t  g r a d u a t e  w i t h i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  a c a d e m i c  y e a r  t h e  
e x a m  w i l l  b e  i n v a l i d .

T h e  v a r i o u s  m e m b e r  s t a t e s  h a v e  a  t i m e  l i m i t  o n  h o w  l o n g  a f t e r  t a k i n g  
t h e  e x a m  y o u r  c e r t i f i c a t e  w i l l  b e  a c c e p t e d  f o r  l i c e n s u r e .  P l e a s e  
c h e c k  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  w h e r e  y o u  w i s h  l i c e n s u r e  f o r  t h e i r  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  
T h e  m i n i m u m  l e n g t h  i s  t h r e e  ( 3 )  y e a r s .

The a p p l i c a t i o n  for our dental examination is enclosed pursuant to
your request.

THE M E M B E R  STATES OF THE W.R.E.B. ARE: Arizona, Utah, Montana, and
I d a h o .
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The  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  o u r  d e n ta l  e x a m in a t io n  i s  e n c l o s e d  p u r su a n t  t o  y o u r  r e q u e s t .

I f  w i t h i n  th e  l a s t  y e a r  you have taken  the exam o r  a p p l i e d  to  ta ke  the  exam,
i t  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  send  a c o p y  o f  your  d ip lom a ( i f  y o u r  d ip lom a  i s  on
f i l e  in  o u r  o f f i c e ) .  P le a s e  i n d i c a t e  where and when you l a s t  to o k  the  exam,
o r  when you a p p l i e d .

The  a d d r e s s  on th e  to p  o f  th e  a p p l i c a t i o n  s h o u ld  be th e  a d d re ss  where you w ish  
a l l  exam m a t e r i a l s  s e n t  b e f o r e  th e  exam ( w i l l  be s e n t  o u t  around  30 days b e fo r e  
th e  exam ).

The  e x a c t  c r i t e r i a  f o r  the  e x a m in a t io n  w i l l  be s e n t  to  you a p p r o x im a te ly  30
days b e f o r e  th e  exam. P r o c e d u r e s  w i l l  i n c l u d e  a C l a s s  I I  amalgam, and a______
c a s t  g o ld  r e s t o r a t i o n ,  w h i ch  may be an o n la y ,  3/A- c ro w n ,  o r  a 7 /8 c r o w n .______

 J An i n l a y  w i l l  n o t  be a c c e p t a b l e .  T h e r e  w i l l  be a p e r i o  s e c t i o n  on
the  exam w h i c h  w i l l  i n v o l v e  d i a g n o s i s  and t r e a t m e n t .  Tha e n d o d o n t i c  p o r t i o n  
w i l l  c o n s i s t  o f  p e r f o r m in g  e n d o d o n t i c  th e ra p y  on one c a n a l ,  on a m ounted t o o t h .  
Any t o o t h  i s  a c c e p t a b l e ,  b u t  you w i l l  o n ly  be r e q u i r e d  to  t r e a t  one c a n a l  o f  a 
m u l t i c a n a l e d  t o o t h .  The  p r o s t h e t i c s  p o r t i o n  o f  th e  exam w i l l  be an e v a l u a t i o n  
exam. You w i l l  exam ine v a r i o u s  c a s e s  o f  f u l l  u p p er  and low er  d e n tu r e s  s e t  in  
c l e a r  a c r y l i c  on Hanau s e m i - a d ju s t a b l e  a r t i c u l a c o r s  u s in g  a n a to m ica l  t e e t h  
and an sw er  q u e s t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  them. You w i l l  be g iv e n  an o r a 1 p a t h o lo g y  
exam w h ich  c o n s i s t s  o f  s l i d e s  and 50 m u l t i p l e  c h o i c e  q u e s t i o n s .  .. .For  th e  
amalgam, c a s t  g o ld  and p e r i o  exams, you w i l l  p r o v id e  y o u r  own p a t i e n t ( s ) .

.Fo r  th e  e n d o d o n t i c  t r e a t m e n t  you w i l l  s u p p ly  an e x t r a c t e d  t o o t h ,  m ounted 
in  p l a s t i c  as p e r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  to  be r e c e i v e d  w i t h  y o u r  e x a m in a t io n  m a t e r i a l s .

The  Board  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  you p r o v id e  p r o o f  o f  m a l p r a c t i c e  i n s u r a n c e .  You may 
send  th e  a p p l i c a t i o n  w i t h o u t  th e  p r o o f ,  b u t  we m ust r e c e i v e  p r o o f  o f  m a l p r a c t i c e  
14 days p r i o r  to  th e  exam. You may c o n s u l t  Poe & A s s o c i a t e s  a t  813/228-7361. 
T h i s  ca n  ta k e  t im e  so  a p p ly  e a r l y  to  a v o id  p ro b le m s .

You w i l l  n o t e  in  S e c t i o n  I I  on the  a p p l i c a t i o n  t h a t  you a re  r e q u i r e d  t o  have
c o m p le te d  a l l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  g r a d u a t io n  b e f o r e  you  w i l l  be a l lo w e d  to  ta ke
th e  exam. Th e  Board  has r u l e d  t h a t  a g ra d u a t in g  s e n i o r  may ta ke  th e  exam
w i t h  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  from  th e  Dean. Exam r e s u l t s  w i l l  be h e ld  u n t i l  the
c a n d i d a t e  g r a d u a te s  and p r o v id e s  us w i t h  p r o o f .  I f  f o r  some re a s o n ,  you  do
n o t  g r a d u a te  when a n t i c i p a t e d ,  the  exam w i l l  be i n v a l i d .

I f  you  a r e  u n a b le  t o  a t t e n d  th e  ex a m in a t io n ,  you may r e c e i v e  o n e - h a l f  o f  y o u r  
f e e  in  r e f u n d ,  i f  you  n o t i f y  t h i s  o f f i c e  i n  w r i t i n g ,  w i t h i n  two weeks a f t e r  
th e  d a te  o f  th e  e x a m in a t io n .  To  r e a p p lv ,  you must su b m it  a new a p p l i c a t i o n  
and pay th e  f u l l  f e e .  NO EXCEPTIONS.

The  v a r i o u s  member s t a t e s  have a c ime l i m i t  on how lo n g  a f t e r  t a k in g  th e  exam
y o u r  c e r t i f i c a t e  w i l l  be a c c e p t e d  f o r  l i c e n s u r e .  P le a s e  c h e c k  w i t h  the  s t a t e  
w here you w ish  l i c e n s u r e  f o r  t h e i r  r e q u i r e m e n t s .

THE M E M B E R  STATES OF THE W . R.S.3. ARE: Arizona, Utah, Monta n a  and  Idaho.
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A T T E N T I O N  A P P L I C A N T S

T h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  o u r  d e n t a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  i s  e n c l o s e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  
y o u r  r e q u e s t .

I f  w i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  y e a r  y o u  h a v e  t a k e n  t h e  e x a m  o r  a p p l i e d  t o  t a k e  
t h e  e x a m ,  i t  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s e n d  a c o p y  o f  y o u r  d i p l o m a  ( i f  y o u r  
d i p l o m a  i s  o n  f i l e  i n  o u r  o f f i c e ) .  P l e a s e  i n d i c a t e  w h e r e  a n d  w h e n  
y o u  l a s t  t o o k  t h e  e x a m ,  o r  w h e n  y o u  a p p l i e d .

T h e  a d d r e s s  o n  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  t h e  a d d r e s s  w h e r e  
y o u  w i s h  a l l  e x a m  m a t e r i a l s  s e n t  b e f o r e  t h e  ex a m  ( w i l l  b e  s e n t  o u t  
a r o u n d  30  d a y s  b e f o r e  e x a m ) .

T h e  e x a c t  c r i t e r i a  f o r  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  w i l l  b e  s e n t  t o  y o u  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
30 d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e  e x a m .  P r o c e d u r e s  w i l l  i n c l u d e  a C l a s s  I I  a m a l g a m ,  
a n d  a c a s t  g o l d  r e s t o r a t i o n ,  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  y o u r  c h o i c e  o f  a C l a s s  I I  
i n l a y ,  o n l a y  o r  3 / 4  c r o w n .  T h e r e  w i l l  b e  a  p e r i o  s e c t i o n  o n  t h e  e x a m  
w h i c h  w i l l  i n v o l v e  d i a g n o s i s  a n d  t r e a t m e n t .  T h e  p r o s t h e t i c s  p o r t i o n  
o f  t h e  e x a m  w i l l  b e  a n  e v a l u a t i o n  e x a m .  Y o u  w i l l  e x a m i n e  v a r i o u s  c a s e s  
o f  f u l l  u p p e r  a n d  l o w e r  d e n t u r e s  s e t  i n  c l e a r  a c r y l i c  o n  H a n a u  
s e m i - a d j u s t a b l e  a r t i c u l a t o r s  u s i n g  a n a t o m i c a l  t e e t h  a n d  a n s w e r  q u e s ­
t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e m .  Y o u  w i l l  b e  g i v e n  a n  o r a l  p a t h o l o g y  e x a m  
w h i c h  c o n s i s t s  o f  s l i d e s  a n d  50  m u l t i p l e  c h o i c e  q u e s t i o n s .  F o r  t h e  
a m a lg a m ,  c a s t  g o l d  a n d  p e r i o  e x a m s ,  y o u  w i l l  p r o v i d e  y o u r  o w n  p a t i e n t ( s ) .

T h e  B o a r d  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  y o u  p r o v i d e  p r o o f  o f  m a l p r a c t i c e  i n s u r a n c e .
Y o u  m ay  s e n d  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  w i t h o u t  t h e  p r o o f ,  b u t  we m u s t  r e c e i v e  
p r o o f  o f  m a l p r a c t i c e  b e f o r e  t h e  e x a m .  Y o u  m ay  c o n s u l t  P o e  &  A s s o c i a t e s  
8 1 3 / 2 2 8 - 7 3 6 1 .  T h i s  c a n  t a k e  t i m e  s o  a p p l y  e a r l y  t o  a v o i d  p r o b l e m s .

Y o u  w i l l  n o t e  i n  S e c t i o n  I I  o n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  t h a t  y o u  a r e  r e q u i r e d  
t o  h a v e  c o m p l e t e d  a l l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  g r a d u a t i o n  b e f o r e  y o u  w i l l  b e  
a l l o w e d  t o  t a k e  t h e  e x a m .  T h e  B o a r d  h a s  r u l e d  t h a t  a  g r a d u a t i n g  s e n i o r  
m ay t a k e  t h e  e x a m  w i t h  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  d e a n .  E x a m  r e s u l t s  w i l l  
b e  h e l d  u n t i l  t h e  c a n d i d a t e  g r a d u a t e s  a n d  p r o v i d e s  u s  w i t h  p r o o f .  I f  
f o r  s o m e  r e a s o n ,  y o u  d i d  n o t  g r a d u a t e  w h e n  a n t i c i p a t e d ,  t h e  e x a m  
w i l l  b e  i n v a l i d .

I f  y o u  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  y o u  m a y  r e c e i v e  o n e - h a l f  
o f  y o u r  f e e  i n  r e f u n d ,  i f  y o u  n o t i f y  t h i s  o f f i c e  i n  w r i t i n g ,  w i t h i n  
t w o  w e e k s  a f t e r  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n .  T o  r e a p p l y ,  y o u  m u s t  
s u b m i t  a  n e w  a p p l i c a t i o n  a n d  p a y  t h e  f u l l  f e e .  NO E X C E P T I O N S .

T h e  v a r i o u s  m e m b e r  s t a t e s  h a v e  a  t i m e  l i m i t  o n  h o w  l o n g  a f t e r  t a k i n g  
t h e  e x a m  y o u r  c e r t i f i c a t e  w i l l  b e  a c c e p t e d  f o r  l i c e n s u r e .  P l e a s e  
c h e c k  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  w h e r e  y o u  w i s h  l i c e n s u r e  f o r  t h e i r  r e q u i r e m e n t s .

THE M EMBER STATES OF THE WREB ARE: Arizona, Utah, Montana and Idaho.



University of Alaska Anchorage
3211 Providence Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99508

COLLEGE OF CAREEF; AND VOCA TIONAL EDUCATION 
OFFICE OF THE DEAN

M E M O R A N D U M

M a r c h  1 3 ,  1 9 0 ?

T o :  S e n a t o r  R ic k  H a l f o r d
A la s k a  L e g is la t u r e

F m :  D r .  V e r n  O r e r n u s ,  D e a n
C o l le g e  of C a r e e r  a n d  V o c a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n

S u b j : S B  1 2 6

A c c o r d i n g  to A S  0 8 . 3 2 . 0 9 5  t h e  D e n t a l  H y g i e n e  P r o g r a m  at the  
U n i v e r s i t y  of A la s k a  A n c h o r a g e  r e q u ir e s  a n  A la s k a  l ic e n s e d  den t is t  
to d ir e c t ly  s u p e r v is e  d e n t a l  h y g i e n e  s t u d e n t s  p r o v i d i n g  c l in ic a l  
t r e a t m e n t  [see a t t a c h m e n t  1 ] .  B e c a u s e  a n a t i o n w i d e  se arch  
c u r r e n t l y  is u n d e r w a y  to r e c r u it  a  d e n t i s t - f a c u l t y  m e m b e r , '  
th e r e  exists th e  p o s s ib i l i t y  of t h e  se lected  p e r s o n  n o t  b e i n g  
l i c e n s e d  to p r a c t ic e  d e n t is t r y  i n  A l a s k a .  I n  o r de r  to m e e t  s t u d e n t  
n e e d s ,  a c c r e d i t a t io n  s t a n d a r d s ,  a n d  A la s k a  S t a t u t e  0 8 . 3 2 ,  a n  
a l t e r n a t i v e  to t h e  prese nt  s t a t u te  m u s t  b e  c o n s id e r e d .

S e n a t e  B i l l  1 2 6  p r o v id e s  a n  effect ive  a l t e r n a t i v e  for the  
U n i v e r s i t y ' s  n e e d s .  B y  p r o v i d i n g  for c r e d e n t i a l i n g  i n  the  s t a t u te ,  
a n  o p t i o n  w o u l d  exist to o p e n  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  pool for t h e  U A A  
d e n t i s t - f a c u l t y  p o s it ion  [s ee  a t t a c h m e n t  2 ] .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
c r e d e n t i a l i n g  w o u l d  a l l o w  for m o r e  effect ive  u t i l i z a t i o n  of the  
d e n t i s t - f a c u l t y  m e m b e r s  w o r k in g  w i t h  t h e  D e n t a l  H y g i e n e  
P r o g r a m  t h r o u g h  t h e  M e m o r a n d u m  of A g r e e m e n t  c u r r e n t l y  i n  
effect w i t h  t h e  A la s k a  N a t i v e  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r  ( A N M C )  [see 
a t t a c h m e n t  3 ] .

A DIVISION OF THE UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA STATEWIDE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION



p a g e  2 
R ic k  H a l f o r d

S e n a t e  B i l l  1 2 6  e n s u r e s  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of a  d e n t is t  to p r o v id e  
s u p e r v i s io n  of the  D e n t a l  H y g i e n e  P r o g r a m  at  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of 
A la s k a  A n c h o r a g e  b e c a u s e  t h e  B i l l  r e q u ir e s  th e  p e r s o n  to:
( 1 )  g r a d u a t e  f r o m  a d e n t a l  p r o g r a m  a c c r e d i t e d  b y  t h e  A m e r i c a n  

D e n t a l  A s s o c ia t io n ,
(2)  s u c c e s s fu l ly  c o m p l e t e  the  N a t i o n a l  D e n t a l  B o a r d  E x a m i n a t i o n ,
(3) b e  l i c e n s e d  i n  a n o t h e r  j u r i s d i c t i o n  r e c o g n iz e d  b y  the  

A m e r i c a n  D e n t a l  A s s o c ia t io n  a n d  a p p r o p r i a t e  state , 
terr itory ,  or r e g io n a l  l i c e n s i n g  a g e n c ie s ,

(4) be  i n  t h e  c o n t i n u o u s  a c t iv e  p r a c t ic e  of d e n t is t r y ,
(5)  p r o v e  s o u n d  m o r a l ,  e t h i c a l ,  a n d  p r ofe ss iona l  b e h a v i o r ,  a n d
(6) p e r s o n a l l y  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  t h e  B o a r d  of D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s .

Th e r e for e  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  f a c u l t y ,  a n d  s t u d e n t s  of t h e  D e n t a l  
H y g i e n e  P r o g r a m  a n d  t he  C o l le g e  of C a r e e r  a n d  V o c a t i o n a l  
E d u c a t i o n  s t r o n g ly  e n d o r s e  t h e  passage  of S e n a t e  B i l l  1 2 6 .  P le a s e  
c o n t a c t  m e  if y o u  h a v e  q u e s t io n s  or c o m m e n t s .

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  c o n s id e r a t io n .
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AS 08.32060 Alaska Stalutns AS 08 3? 007

lei The clinical examination shall lest the applicant s skill in clinical procedures considered essential 
by the board lor the practice ol dental hygiene including the removal ol calcareous deposits, accretions, 
and stains Irom the exposed surfaces ol the teeth beginning at Ihe epithelial allachment by scaling 
and polishing techniques.

Id) The board may require an applicant to pass a laboratory examination as a prerequisite to admission 
to the clinical examination II Ihe board has reason lo believe the applicant cannot practice salcly on 
a clinical patient. It t ch 78 SLA 1953, am 5 6 eti 59 SLA 1978; am t 7 ch 49 SLA 1980, am </ 0 ch 100 
SLA 1984)

Soc. 08.32.070. Registration and licensing ol dontal hygionisls. The board shall register each success­
ful applicant and issue the applicant a license upon payment ol all required leos (b t ch 78 SLA 1953; 
am { 3 ch 36 SLA 1969; am J 7 ch 59 SLA 1978; am i  8 ch 49 SLA 1980; am f 7 ch 100 SLA 1984)

Soc. 08.32.071. Renowal ot Registration. At least 60 days before expiration ol a licensee's registration 
certillcale, Ihe division ol occupational licensing shall mall a lorm lor renewal ol registration to each 
licensed dental hygienist. Each licensee who wishes to renew a registration certificate shall complete 
Ihe lorm and return it with Ihe appropriate lee and evidence ol conlinucd professional r -'mpelence 
as required by Ihe board. The division ol occupational licensing shall, as soon as pracl able, Issue 
a registration certificate valid lor a staled number ol years. Each licensee shall keep th.- egislratlon 
certillcale beside or allached lo the licensee's license. Failure lo receive the registration lorm does 
not exempt a licensee Irom renewing registration. (§ 8 ch 100 SLA  1984; am { 16 ch 94 SLA 1987)

Sec. 08.32.080. Lapse and rolnslolemenl ol license. Repealed by ( 7 ch 94 SLA 1968.

Sec. 06.32.081. Lapso and reinstatement ol llcenso. A  licensed dental hygienist who docs not pay the 
renewal registration lee forfeits Ihe hygionist's license. The board may reinstate the license without exam­
ination wllhln two years ol Ihe dato on which payment was due upon written application, proof ol con­
tinued professional competence, and payment ol all unpaid renowal leos and any ponalty lee established 
under AS  08.01.100(b). (i 4 ch 36 SLA  1959; am { 8 ch 59 SLA 1978; am ( 9 ch 49 SLA 1980; am { 9 ch 
100 SLA  1984)

See. 08.32.090. Temporary Llcenso. Ropcaled by S 15 Ch 59 SLA  1978.

Sec. 08.32.095. Exomptlon Irom license roqulroment. (a) A  person enrolled as a full-time student In 
an accredited school ol denial hygiene may perform denial hygiene procedures as part ol a course 
ol study without a license II

11) Ihe procedures are performed under Ihe direct supervision ol a member ol Ihe (acuity who is 
licensed under AS  08.38, or under the direct supeivlslon ol a team ol licensed faculty dentists, at least 
one ol whom is licensed under AS 08.36; and

12) ihe clinical program has received written approval Irom Ihe board.

(b) A  person practicing dental hygiene under (a) ol this section Is subject to all other provisions of 
this chapter and laws and requlalions which apply lo the practice ol denial hygiene by a licensed denial 
hygienist. I; 10 ch 49 SLA 1980)

Sec. 08.32.097. Fees. The Department ol Commerce and Economic Development shall, by regulaltons 
adopted under AS  06.01.065, establish lees lor dental hygienists (or Ihe following;

(1) tiling an e/arnination and licensing application;

12

AS 08.32.097 Alaska Statutes AS 08.32.110

(2) examination fee;

(3) credential Ice;

(4) Initial license,

(5) registration Ice;

(6) tiling a rccxr.ilnation application;

(7) duplicate license;

(8) delinquent registration. ({ 10 ch 100 SLA 1984; am { 22 ch 37 SLA 1985)

ARTICLE 2 
REGULATION OF DENTAL HYGIENISTS

Section
100. Employmont ol dental hyglonlsts
110. Scope ol work ol dontal hygienists
120. Place ol employmont
130. Information required
140. Supervision required
150. (Ropooled)
160. Grounds (or discipline, suoponslon or revocation ot license
165. Limits or conditions on llcenso; discipline
170. (Rapoalod)
171. Disciplinary eanctlons
180. Violation

Soc. 08.32.100. Employmont ol denial hygienists. A  licensed dentist. Incorporated eleemosynary dental 
dispensary or infirmary, private school or welfare center, the United Statos ol America or the alate may 
employ a liconscd dontal hygienist. (5 3 ch 78 SLA 1953)

Sac. 08.32.110. Scope ol work ol dental hygienists. (a) The rolo ol the dental hygienist Is to assist 
members ol the denial profession In providing oral hcailh care lo Ihe public A  person licensed to practice 
Ihe profession of dontol hygiene In the stale may:

(1) remove calcaroous deposits, accretions, and stains Irom Ihe exposed surfaces o l Ihe teeth 
beginning ai (ho epithelial attachment by scaling and polishing techniques;

(2) apply topical preventive or prophylactic agents;

(3) apply pit and fissure soalants;

(4) perform root planning and periodontal soil tissue curettage;

(5) perform other dental operations and services delegated by a licensed dentist II tho dental opera­
tions and services are not prohibited by (c) ol this section; and

(6) II certified by Ihe board and under the direct or indirect supervision ol a licensed dentist, 
administer local anosthelic agents.

tb) The board shall specify by regulation those additional (unctions that may be pei formed by a licens­
ed denial hygienist only upon successful completion ot a tormal course ol instruction approvod by the

13



A T T A C H M E N T  2

P E R S O N N E L  S E R V I C E S

P O S I T I O N :

L O C A T I O N :

S A L A R Y :

University of Alaska Anchorage
3890  U n i v e r s i t y  L u k e  D r i v e  
A n c h n r J g e .  A l a s k a  99508

0 2 / 0 8 / 8 9

A N T I C I P A T E D  P O S I T I O N  A N N O U N C E M E N T  .

A s s i s t a n t / A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r  P C N  7 0 2 1 2 2  
F u l l - t i m e ,  P e r m a n e n t ,  T e n u r e  T r a c k ,  9 M o n t h s

D e n t a l  H y g i e n e  D e p a r t m e n t
C o l l e g e  o f  C a r e e r  a n d  V o c a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  A n c h o r a g e

A s s i s t a n t  -  $ 2 7 , 9 5 5  t o  $ 3 2 , 6 1 9  A n n u a l l y  
A s s o c i a t e  -  $ 3 3 , 0 7 3  t o  $ 3 8 , 5 7 8  A n n u a l l y

Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S :  D e n t a l  d e g r e e .  A l a s k a n  l i n c e n s u r e  o r
e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  A l a s k a n  l i c e n s u r e  t h r o u g h  W e s t e r n  R e g i o n a l  E x a m  
B o a r d .  T h r e e  y e a r s  r a n k e d  f a c u l t y  m e m b e r  i n  d e n t a l / d e n t a l  
a u x i l i a r y  t e a c h i n g  p o s i t i o n .

R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S :  T e a c h  d e n t a l  h y g i e n e  c o u r s e s ,  i n c l u d i n g
p a t h o l o g y ,  p e r i o d o n t o l o g y , l o c a l  a n e s t h e s i a ,  p h a r m a c o l o g y  a n d  
p o s s i b l y  c o m m u n i t y  d e n t a l  h e a l t h .  P r e c l i n i c a l :  l o c a l  a n e s t h e s i a
a n d  t e a m  t e a c h i n g  i n  f i r s t  y e a r  d e n t a l  h y g i e n e  p r e c l i n i c .  
C l i n i c a l :  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  c l i n i c a l  d e n t a l  h y g i e n e  s t u d e n t s ;  t e a m

i t e a c h i n g  a n d  c o o r d i n a t i o n  o f  d e n t a l  h y g i e n e  c l i n i c .

C L O S I N G  D A T E : A p r i l  2 5 ,  1 9 8 9 ,  5 : 0 0  P . M .

A P P L I C A T I O N  P R O C E D U R E :  S u b m i t  l e t t e r  o f  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  c u r r i c u l u m
v i t a e ,  a n d  t h r e e  l e t t e r s  o f  r e f e r e n c e  t o :

P e r s o n n e l  S e r v i c e s  O f f i c e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  A n c h o r a g e  
3 8 9 0  U n i v e r s i t y  L a k e  D r i v e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 0 8  ( 9 0 7 )  7 8 6 - 1 4 1 8

U A A  i s  a n  A A / E O  E m p l o y e r  a n d  E d u c a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t i o n .
M u s t  b e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  e m p l o y m e n t  u n d e r  t h e  I m m i g r a t i o n  R e f o r m  a n d  ~

C o n t r o l  A c t  o f  1 9 8 6 .



ATTACHMENT THREE

A F F I L I A T I O N  A G R E E M E N T

A L A S K A  N A T I V E  M E D I C A L  C E N T E R  ( h e r e i n a f t e r  t h e  A f f i l i a t e )  a g r e e s  t o  

p e r m i t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  A n c h o r a g e  ( h e r e i n a f t e r  U A A )  t o  p l a c e  

s t u d e n t s  p r o p e r l y  e n r o l l e d  in  U A A ' s  D e n t a l  H y g i e n e  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  p r o g r a m  

in  i t s  f a c i l i t y  f o r  a  s u p e r v i s e d  c l i n i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  p r o v i s i o n s :

A .  U A A ’s  R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s

1. U A A  w i l l  c o n d u c t  i t s  p r o g r a m  in  c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  a l l  a p p l i c a b l e  

s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  l a w s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s .

2. U A A  w i l l  s e l e c t  a n d  p l a c e  s t u d e n t s  f o r  c l i n i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  

w i l l  p r o v i d e  s t u d e n t  w o r k  s c h e d u l e s  a n d  c l i n i c a l  a s s i g n m e n t s  

t o  t h e  A f f i l i a t e  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  w e e k s  p r i o r  t o  e a c h  c l i n i c a l  

p l a c e m e n t .

3. U A A  w i l l  i n f o r m  t h e  A f f i l i a t e  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  c u r r i c u l u m  p a t ­

t e r n  o f  e a c h  e n t e r i n g  c l a s s  ( i n c l u d i n g  c l i n i c a l  p r a c t i c e  d e ­

s i r e d ) ,  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m  , a n d  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  

l e v e l  o f  a n d  t y p e s  o f  p e r f o r m a n c e  e x p e c t e d  f r o m  t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  

a n d  w i l l ,  w h e r e v e r  p o s s i b l e ,  a d a p t  t h e  p r o g r a m  t o  t h e  p r o ­

c e d u r e s  u s e d  b y  t h e  A f f i l i a t e .

4  U A A  w i l l  p r o v i d e  a q u a l i f i e d  i n s t r u c t o r  t o  r e v i e w  e a c h

s t u d e n t ' s  p r o g r e s s  t o w a r d  a c c o m p l i s h i n g  c o u r s e  o b j e c t i v e s  

a n d  w i l l  s o l i c i t  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  A f f i l i a t e  in  e v a l u a t i n g  

e a c h  s t u d e n t ’s  p r o g r e s s .

5. U A A  w i l l  r e q u i r e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  s t u d e n t s  t o  a b i d e  b y  t h e  r u l e s  

o f  d r e s s  a n d  c o n d u c t  a n d  o t h e r  r e a s o n a c l e  r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  

A f f i l i a t e ,  t o  m a i n t a i n  m e d i c a l  a n d  h o s p i t a l  i n s u r a n c e ,  a n d  t o  

e x e r c i s e  t h e  h i g h e s t  d e g r e e  o f  c a r e  w h e n  u s i n g  t h e  A f f i l i a t e ’s  

s u p p l i e s  a n d  e q u i p m e n t .
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A f f i l i a t e ’s  R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s

1. A f f i l i a t e  w i l l  a c c e p t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  I Q  s t u d e n t s  f o r  p l a c e m e n t  

e a c h  s e m e s t e r ,  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  m a y  b e  s o m e  s e m e s t e r s  

In  w h i c h  n o  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  b e  a s s i g n e d .

2 . A f f i l i a t e  w i l l  a l l o w  t h e  U A A  i n s t r u c t o r  a  p e r i o d  o f  o r i e n t a t i o n  

I n  I t s  d e n t a l  f a c i l i t y  p r i o r  t o  t h e  p l a c e m e n t  o f  s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  

w i l l  i n c l u d e  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  In  t h o s e  m e e t i n g s  o f  t h e  A f f i l i a t e ’s  

s t a f f  w h i c h  p e r t a i n  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t ' s  e d u c a t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e .

3. A f f i l i a t e  w i l l  p e r m i t  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  s t u d e n t s  a n d  i n s t r u c t o r s  

r e a s o n a b l e  u s e  o f  t h e  d r e s s i n g  a r e a s ,  r e s t r o o m s  a n d  d i n i n g  o r  

c a f e t e r i a  a r e a s  o f  i t s  f a c i l i t y ,  a n d  w h e n  n e c e s s a r y  a n d  p o s ­

s i b l e  w i l l  p r o v i d e  a n  a d e q u a t e  c l a s s r o o m  w i t h i n  t h e  f a c i l i t y .

4 . A f f i l i a t e  w i l l  m a i n t a i n  a d e q u a t e  s t a f f  s o  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  a r e  

n o t  e x p e c t e d ,  e x c e p t  In  e m e r g e n c y  s i t u a t i o n s ,  t o  m e e t  

A f f i l i a t e ’s  s e r v i c e  d e m a n d s .

5 .  U p o n  r e a s o n a b l e  a n d  p r o p e r  n o t i c e ,  A f f i l i a t e  w i l l  a l l o w  l e g i ­

t i m a t e  e d u c a t i o n a l  a c c r e d i t i n g  b o d i e s  t o  e x a m i n e  t h e  f a c i l i t y  

I n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e i r  r e v i e w  o f  U A A ’s  p r o g r a m

6. T h e  a f f i l i a t e  w i l l  r e q u i r e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  s t u d e n t s  t o  h a v e  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  s c r e e n i n g s :  R .P .R . ,  R u b e l l a ,  H e p a t i t i s  B., a n d  P .P .D .

7. D u e  t o  t h e  h i g h  r i s k  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  w o r k i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  t h e  

a f f i l i a t e  r e q u i r e s  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t o  s h o w  p r o o f  o f  H e p a t i t i s  B. 

v a c c i n a t i o n .

G e n e r a !  P r e v i s i o n s

I. T h e r e  w i l l  b e  n o  m o n e t a r y  r e i r . b u r s e m e n t  f r o m  e i t h e r  p a r t y  t o  

t h e  o t h e r  f o r  t h e  m u t u a i  b e n e f i t s  r e c e i v e d  u n d e r  t h i s  a g r e e ­

m e n t ,  n o r  w i l l  a n y  s t u d e n t  b e  r e i m b u r s e d  f o r  s e r v i c e s  p e r ­

f o r m e d  i n c i d e n t a l  t o  t h i s  a g r e e m e n t .



2. Each party agrees to Indemnify and hold harmless the other 

party for any callms or Judgments arising from the alleged 

negligence or wrongful acts of the party or any of Its agents 

or employees, and to defend such claims at Its o w n  expense.

3. This agreement shall b e c o m e  effective on the date It Is signed 

and shall remain In effect for a period of t w o  years. A  least 

3 0  days prior to Its expiration date it shall be reviewed by 

both parties and m a y  be r e n e w e d  or modified by mutual con­

sent, in writing, for additional t w o  (2) year periods unless 

terminated sooner as provided by paragraph 4.

4. This agreement m a y  be terminated by either party by providing 

written notice to the other party at least 3 0  days prior to the 

date of proposed termination.

The parties, by and through their duly authorized representative, indicate 

their willingness to be bound by the foregoing provisions by affixing their 

respective signatures below:

(Name) (Title) '
University of Alaska Anchorage Alaska Native Medical Center 

P. 0. Box 7-741 

Anchorage, Alaska 99 5 1 0

Date Date





I
IE N A T E  C O M M IT T E E  R E P O R T

F IR ST  COMMTTTWP REFERRAL

Date of 5-DAY NOTICE 2 j - .
IN ACCORDANCE WITH U N I F O R M  RULE 23

* * F ISCAL NOTE(S) MUST BE ATTACHED 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH AS 24.08.035

FURTHER FIN

1/20/89 

Mr. President: 

L&C

DATE TURNED INTO OFFICE 

Committee considered ’ ' ^

C=3. 3 /

special appropriation to the Alaska Power Authority for Bradley Lake 
Intertie; efd

and recommended:

[ ] replace w i t h  CS S B  1 3 0  C L + C ) _______________ [] same title
[] new title 

[ ] attached amendment(s) and

C ] letter of intent adopted

C v ^  do pass 

[ ] do not pass 

[ ] no recommendation 

[ ] individual recommendations 

[ ] further referral to ________

F I S ICAJ^-NOTE (S) attached [ ] zero [ ] fiscal impact
[ixf appropriation no FN attached [ ] Gov. FN introduced w/ bill

OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS

[ ] C o m m it t e e  b a c k u p  a t t a c h e d

A ' A
signature and recommendation



I n t e r n a t i o n a l  B r o t h e r h o o d  off E l e c t r i c a l  W o r k

Local 1547

2702 DENALI STREET 

A N C H O R A G E ,  ALASKA 99503-2779

TELEPHONE 

(907) 272-6571

DISPATCH 

(907) 276-1547

GARY BROOKS 
BUSINESS MANAGER • FINANCIAL SECRETARY

JOSEPH HODGE 
PRESIDENT

February 8, 1989

Mr. Dick Eliason 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Mr. Eliason:

As the next legislative session begins, I would like to wish 
you success in achieving the goals you have set for yourself and 
your constituents. I would also like to enlist your support on 
three issues about which the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers, Local Union 1547 ("IBEW") is particularly 
concerned.

It is our hope to see this session end with an appropriation 
from the Railbelt Energy Fund sufficient to upgrade the Anchorage 
to Kenai Peninsula intertie. Not only is such an appropriation 
fundamental to the maintenance of reliable electrical service to 
the residents of the Railbelt but appropriating those funds now 
will also generate a much needed source of employment.

The same kind of goal can be achieved through the successful 
appropriation of funds for construction of a court house in 
Anchorage. I believe that such an expansion is essential if Alaska 
is to continue to provide the guality of judicial services that we 
have enjoyed in the past but also if we are to keep up with the 
ever-increasing demands made upon those services in the future. 
A  second benefit will result from this appropriation. An 
appropriation of funds for construction of the court house will 
also provide another much needed source of employment.

I would hope you would at least consider that we may well have 
come to a point where our "rainy day" funds should be appropriated 
even if in small part, to support general government. I am 
convinced that, as long as the permanent fund corpus remains intact 
and is sufficiently inflation-proof, there is no reason not to 
spend some portion of the undistributed earnings.

P R O UD LY S E R V IN G  586,000 S Q U A R E  M ILES  O N  TO P  O F  TH E  W O R LD

.*.<gG0U,̂)o‘«



P a g e  2 F e b r u a r y  8, 1989

I am sensitive, however, to the complexity of these issues 
and to the enormous amount c Z work that will be involved to fully 
explore their consequences prior to any actual appropriation. 
Knowing that IBEW would like to help in any way we can, I would ask 
that you contact IBEW's Business Representative and lifelong Juneau 
resident, Mr. Tom Cashen, if you need any assistance or further 
information with respect to the issues I have identified above.

My best wishes for a very productive 1989 session.

Very truly yours

IBEW LOCAL UNION 1547

Busine- s Manager

GB: cd



S e n a t o r  R i c k  U e h l i n g
D o w n t o w n ,  E l m e n d o r f ,  Northeast A nchorage  

MEMORANDUM

To:

From:

C o - C h a i r i n u n ,  Senate F in a n c e  C o m m it t e e  
In ternationa l IVude &  T o u r is m  C o m m it t e e  

State Affairs  C o m m it t e e
Senator Dick El -.ason
Chairman, Senate Labor and Commerce

Senator R i c k  Uehling 
Co-Chairman, Senate Fi/al

Subject: Backup Material for SB 130

Date: February 8, 1989

Please include the attached backup materials in your committee 
files.

Thank you.

P.O. BOX V, JUNEAU, AK 99811 (907) 465-4821 3111 ST. #515, ANCHORAGE, AK 99503 (907) 561-7613



A t t a c h m e n t s :

1) Preliminary Cost Estimate for the Southern Intertie
-APA Description

2) Alaska Rural Electric Cooperative Association Position
-Hutchens Article 
-Position. Paper

3) Matanuska Electric Association Position
-Letter to Sen. Uehling

4) Chugach Electric Association Position
-Letter to Sen. Uehling
-Manager's Message from David Highers



Section 2 

O V E R V IE W  O F  S T U D Y  E L E M E N T S 1

(Inputs and Assumptions Developed by A P A  and Contractors 

Other than Decision Focus Incorporated)

2.1 P R E L I M I N A R Y  D E S I G N  A N D  C O S T  E S T I M A T E  O F  N E W  LINE

B E T W E E N  A N C H O R A G E  A N D  TEGS K E N A I  P E N I N S U L A

(Contractor: Power Engineers, Inc.) Status: Complete * '■

Two routes have been identified:

1. "Enstar" route, which follows an existing natural gas pipeline 

through the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge followed by a 

submarine crossing of Turnagain A r m  into Anchorage. The capital 

cost is estimated at $79.0 million (in 1987 dollars). Annual 

operations and maintenance cost is estimated at 1.5 percent of 

capital cost, or $1.2 million per year.

2. "Tesoro" route, which follows an existing oil products pipeline along 

the west coast of the Kenai Peninsula followed by a submarine 

crossing of Turnagain A r m  into Anchorage. The capital cost is 

estimated at $99.4 million (in 1987 dollars). Annual operations 

and maintenance cost is again estimated at 1.5 percent of capital 

cost, or $1.5 million per year.

Either line would be constructed at 230 K V  and have a transfer capacity of 

250 M W .  Because the Enstar route crosses land within the Wildlife Refuge that had 

been proposed (though not yet designated) as "wilderness," it was anticipated that both 

Congressional and Presidential approval would be required to obtain the necessary 

right of wa y ; . Though cost considerations clearly favor the Enstar route, the Tesoro 

route was developed ifr case tfte. proposed wilderness designation forced abandonment of 

the less expensive alternative. Hnweverv the Department of Interior has now acted 
favorably on a request by the State to exclude from wilderness designation a corridor 

adjacent to the Enstar pipeline for possible future construction of the proposed intertie 

If Congress agrees to exclude the intertie corridor from wilderness designation, the two 

proposed routes would then be roughly equivalent in terms of permitting difficulty.

Preliminary schedules for permitting and construction suggest that completion of 

the intertie should not be expected prior to 1994, regardless of the route, assuming the 
project were approved by the 1989 Legislature.

'This section was prepared by the Alaska Power Authority.

a ms a 2-1 INTERIM REPORT



The A laska Scene Alaska R E C  Association

U s e  R a i l b e l t  E n e r g y  F u n d
t o  I m p r o v e  r a i l b e l t  e l e c t r i c a l  

t r a n s m i s s i o n  s y s t e m
by Duve Hutchens, 

executive director, 

Alaska Rural Electric 

Cooperative Association

The Railbelt Energy Council was 

correct in its 1987 report to the 

legislature: The highest and best use of 

'he Railbelt Energy Fund (REF) is 

construction of electrical intenies to 

more solidly interconnect raiibelt 

sources of power with the communities 

in which the power is consumed.

Much of the generating capacity for 

the whole raiibelt region is located on 

the Kenai Peninsula. Existing plants 

include Chugach Electric Association's 

Bernice Lake gas-fired plant and the 

Cooper Lake hydroelectric plant, and 

the Soldatna#l plant, owned by Alaska 

ElectrL Generating and Transmission 

Cooperative. When the Alaska Power 

Authority’s Bradley Lake plant comes 

on line in 1991, there will be 221 

megawatts of generating capacity on the 

Kenai, with only one weak transmission 

line connecting it to most of the people it 

snouid serve in Anchorage and beyond.

This existing transmission line can 

only carry about 55 megawatts of power 

from the Kenai Peninsula to Anchorage, 

and it is susceptible to outages caused by 

avalanches and windstorms. The peak 

demand on the Kenai Peninsula is about 

SO megawatts. When you take the 

generating capacity and subtract the 

power used locally, that leaves 141 

megawatts of capacity available to meet 

the needs of people in Anchorage, the 

Mat-Su valleys, and the Fairbanks area.

But the transmission line can only carry 

about 55 megawatts.

Faults will occur naturally on any 

electrical system. A  tree falls across the 

line, or the wind tosses the wires around 

until they come in contact with each 

other. The lights go out. The goal of the 

utility is to have as few of these outages 

as possible, and when they occur, to 

have them affect as few people for as 

short a time as possible.

A  recent study of the operating 

characteristics of the electrical 

transmission system in southcentral 

Alaska shows that we are facing 

enormous problems if we try to use the 

generating resources even to the limits 

of existing transmission capacity. 

Without substantial changes in the 

transmission system outages will be 

unacceptably wic -oread and long- 

lasting.

The number one priority for using the 

Railbelt Energy Fund should be 

construction of a new Anchorage-Kenai 

Peninsula intertie. The cost of the new 

line is estimated at S80 million to S100 

million, depending on the route 

selected.

Sales of economy energy from' 

Anchorage to Fairbanks were made 

possible by the Willow-to-Hcaly 

intertie, built a few years ago. Those 

sales are now limited by 'he transfer 

capacity on the old lines south of Willow 

and north of Healy.

Upgrading the transmission capacity

between Anchorage and Fairbanks, 

Alaska’s largest cities, should be the 

other priority use of R E F  money. The 

upgrade can be accomplished by either 

eliminating the bottlenecks at both ends 

of the existing intertie, or by constructing 

a new line along a different route, from 

Palmer through Glennallen to Delta 

Junction.

The benefits of the proposed new 

transmission line between Anchorage 

and Fairbanks via Glennallen are 

substantial. Constructing a new 230-kv 

line— a northeast intenie— would tic 

Valdez, Glennallen, and the Copper 

River basin into the grid system, giving 

those communities access to low-cost, 

gas-fired electrical power from the 

Anchorage area. N e w  opportunities for 

mining or other development would be 

enhanced with this line, and military 

facilities such as the Backscatter radar 

installation could be served economi­

cally. This new line would provide 

railbelt utilities access to approximately 

14 million kilowatt-hours of electricity 

annually from the Solomon Gulch 

Hydroelectric Project, one of the “four- 

dam pool” projects. This energy is now 

spilled as water over the d a m  because 

there is no market for it within the area 

which can be reached by the existing 

Copper Valley Electric Association 

transmission system. Sale of this power 

to railbelt utilities could earn the state 

an additional S400.000 or more in 

revenues each year.



The most important benefit associated 

with the new northeast intertie proposal 

is increased reliability. The intertie 

would provide a second line between 

Anchorage and Fairbanks, significantly 

improving the transmission system 

security between the two largest load 

centers of the railbelt.

The cost of the northeast intertie is 

estimated at S150 million.

Tw o key benefits of upgrading the 

existing Parks Highway transmission 

circuit between Anchorage and 

Fairbanks are lower cost and increased 

transfer capacity. At present. Fairbanks 

eiectric utilities must run oil-fired 

generation to meet peak loads when 

temperatures are loverthan minus 10°F. 

This condition will oniy worsen as 

eiectric icacs grow. Improving the 

existing system to allow for operation at 

230 kv would increase transfer 

capacity by three to four times the 

present capacity. This wouid allow 

Fairbanks electric utilities tc purchase 

more low-cost, gas-fired eiectric power 

from Anchorage, reducing the cost of 

power to consumers in both cities. The 

reliable, high-capacity eiectrical link 

would also allow Fairbanks to assist 

Anchorage during periods when 

avalanches separate the city from Kenai 

generation, or other natural disasters, 

such as volcanoes or earthquakes, 

threaten Anchorage generation sources.

The cost of upgrading the existing 

Parks Highway transmission system is 

estimated tc be Si IS miliior..

5 e n e f i t s  of 

h a v i n a  t h e  arid
W  W

ihe benefits of improving the 

transmission grid between the Kenai 

Peninsuia and Anchorage and between 

Anchorage qnd Fairbanks iustifv the 
cost.

There are several types of benefits 

associated with the proposed improve­

ments in the railbelt transmission 

system:

•Economy interchange: A n  improved 

transmission system would allow for 

higher capacity transfer, allowing 

lower-cost generation produced in one 

area to displace higher-cost generation 

produced in another area. Economy 

interchange between Anchorage and 

Fairbanks is limited by the capacity of 

the fully loaded existing transmission 

line.

•System reliability: Improvements to 

the transmission system can reduce the 

number and extent of power outages 

especially between Anchorage and the 

Kenai Peninsuia. where lines are 

piaguec by natural occurrences such as 

avalanches and windstorms.

•System efficiency: Power transfers 
between Anchorage and Fairbanks 

presently suffer losses exceeding 10rc. If 

the voltage of the transmission system 

were increased from i3S kv to 230 kv, 

those losses would be reduced 

dramatically.

Reserve sharing: With an improved, 

reliable transmission system in place, 

electric utiiities could reduce the 

amount of costiy reserve capacity they 

maintain. They could rely instead on 

reserves available elsewhere in the 

interconnected system.

•Flexibility for new generation: An 

improved transmission system ir. the 

railbelt wouic aliow greater flexibility in 

choosing a site for future generation 

facilities. New piants could be sited 

wherever the cost of operatior and fuel 

are least expensive, while still maintain­

ing access to any ioad center in the 

railbelt. To highiigh: the current 

limitations or. power piant siting, it 

should be pointed out that a mine- 

mouth power piant of optimum size 

cannot be located at the site of Alaska's 

only operating coal mine (Usibelii)

because of severe transmission 

constraints. *

* Access lo Bradley Lake power: An 

improved transmission system would 

ensure that all railbelt electric utilities 

have freer and more direct access to the 

full peaking output of Bradley power, 

resulting in equal distribution of 

benefits from the project for all railbelt 

communities.

•Utility coordination: Strengthening 

the transmission system in the railbelt 

would afford electric utilities increased 

opportunity to better coordinate their 

planning and operations.

•Fuel supply competition: Improve­

ments to the railbelt transmission 

system would provide electric utilities 

with ful! access to a variety of energy 

source-, enhancing competition among 

fuels and fuel suppliers.

The Railbelt Energy Fund has been 

held ir. trust pending two conditions 

that must be met in order for it to be 

spent: 11 it must be spent only to benefit 

railbelt consumers; and 2) it must reduce 

railbelt energy costs.

If the legislature appropriates the 

R E F  for construction of the interties, 

the state will own a money-saving 

project which we can point to with pride 

for tne next 50 to 100 years.

On the other hand, if the fund is 

raided to balance the state operating 

oudget. we challenge the governor and 

the legislature to show us how we have 

benefited from their stewardship five 

years from now.

T w o  final points: 1} The intenies are 

being subjected to tough cost-benvfit 

scrutiny. Those who would raid the fund 

propose no such tests for their spending 

plans. 2; If we builc the intenies, the 

stats v ili no: suffer one penny of 

operations and maintenance costs. Tne 

300,000 railbelt consumers will gladly 

pay the tab ou: of the iong-ierm savings 

they wii: reaiize from these worthwhile 

projects.

A laska  A  
J a n u a ry  19&V /



T h e  R a i l b e l t  E n e r g y  Fund  

%

P r e p a r e d  3 y :  T h e  A l a s k a  R u r a l  E l e c t r i c  

C o o p e r a t i v e  . A s s o c i a t i o n

. \
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i t i e s  t o  r u r a l  A l a s k a .  A lm o s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  money a p p r o p r i a t e d  

w en t  t o  p r o p o s e d  h y d r o  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  w ou ld  s e r v e  t h e  P e t e r s D u r g -  

W r a n g e l l  a rea/  Kod iak/  S i t k a ,  K e t c h i k a n ,  G l e n n a l l e n  and V a l d e z ,  

and t h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a .  A n o t h e r  $300 m i l l i o n  was a p p r o p r i a t e d  

f o r  h y d ro p o w e r  p r o j e c t s  d u r i n g  t h e  1982 l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n . .  

$122.5 m i l l i o n  o f  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  f o r  power p r o j e c t s  was u sedt
t o  c o n s t r u c t  t h e  P a r k s  H ighway  I n t e r t i e  b e tw e e n  W i l l o w  and H e a l y .

T h e  S u s i t n a  p r o j e c t  r e c e i v e d  $124 .7  m i l l i o n  o f  t h e  t o t a l  

a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  to  h y d r o  p r o j e c t s  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  1 97 9 -1984 ,  a l l  o f  

w h i c h  was u s e d  f o r  work  r e l a t e d  t o  f e a s i b i l i t y  s t u d i e s ,  APA 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  and F e d e r a l  E n e r g y  R e g u l a t o r y  C o m m is s i o n  ( F E R C )  

l i c e n s i n g .

D u r i n g  t h e  1984 s e s s i o n ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a l s o  s e t  a s i d e  $100 

m i l l i o n  i n  t h e  Power D e v e l o p m e n t  Fu n d  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  

S u s i t n a .  I t  was t h e  f i r s t  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  ea rm arked  s t r i c t l y  f o r  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t .  An a d d i t i o n a l  $200 m i l l i o n  was s e t  

a s i d e  f o r  S u s i t n a  i n  t h e  PDF d u r i n g  t h e  1985 s e s s i o n .  A p p r o p r i ­

a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a f  S u s i t n a  t h e n  t o t a l e d  $300 m i l l i o n .

In  mid  1985 ,  a f t e r  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  had a d j o u r n e d ,  th e  APA 

B o a rd  o f  D i r e c t o r s  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  t h e  S u s i t n a  p r o j e c t ,  a s  p r o ­

p o s e d ,  c o u l d  n o t  be f i n a n c e d  on t e r m s  t h a t  w e re  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  th e  

S t a t e .  T h e  p r i c e  o f  o i l  had begun  i t s  downward s p i r a l  and t h e



d e v e l o p e d .  I t  was t h e  R E C ' s  j o b  t o  d e v e l o p  t h a t  a l t e r n a t i v e  

p l a n ,  and i t s  d i r e c t i v e  f rom  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  was to "recommend 

th e  b e s t  o p t i o n s  f o r  p l a n n i n g ,  f i n a n c i n g ,  c o n s t r u c t i n g ,  and 

managing  e l e c t r i c  power  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  th e  R a i l b e l t  a r e a . "  The 

REC was c o m p r i s e d  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  s e v e n  R a i l b e l t  e l e c ­

t r i c  u t i l i t i e s ,  f o u r  l e g i s l a t o r s  -  two from  e a ch  body and two 

p u b l i c  members a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  G o v e r n o r .  Th e  g roup  worked 

t h r o u g h  t h e  summer and f a l l  o f  1986 and p r e s e n t e d  i t s  r e p o r t  t o  

t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  e a r l y  i n  t h e  1987 l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n .

T h e  b e s t  a l t e r n a t i v e  u s e  o f  t h e  :EP ,  t h e  C o u n c i l ' s  r e p o r t  

s t a t e d ,  i s  t o  c o n s t r u c t  an i n t e r t i e  b e tw e e n  t h e  Xena i  P e n i n s u l a  

and A n c h o r a g e  and u p g r a d e  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  s y s t e m  b e tw e e n  A n c h o r ­

age and F a i r b a n k s .  T h e  e s t i m a t e d  c o s t  t o  c o m p l e t e  the  p r o p o s e d  

t r a n s m i s s i o n  p r o j e c t s  was $200 m i l l i o n .

T h e  C o u n c i l  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  " t h e  p r u d e n t  s t r a t e g y  to  f o l l o w  a t  

t h i s  t i m e  i s  t o  i n c r e a s e  u t i l i z a t i o n  and o p e r a t i o n a l  e f f i c i e n c y  

o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  R a i l b e l t  g e n e r a t i o n  and t r a n s m i s s i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  

u n d e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n . "  T h e  R E C  s p e c i f i c a l l y  c i t e d  t h e  B r a d l e y  Lake  

H y d r o e l e c t r i c  P r o j e c t  and t h e  i n t e r t i e s  as p r o j e c t s  t h a t  s h o u l d  

be c o m p l e t e d  i n  a t i m e l y  m ann er .

A s t r o n g  c o a l i t i o n  o f  b u s i n e s s ,  l a b o r ,  and u t i l i t y  g r o u p s  

l o b b i e d  h a r d  d u r i n g  t h e  1987 s e s s i o n  f o r  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  

p u r s u e  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o f  t h e  REC by  a p p r o p r i a t i n g  $200
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T h e  R a i l b e l t  E n e r g y  Fund ( R E F )  was e s t a b l i s h e d  by th e  l e g i s ­

l a t u r e  a s  a s e p a r a t e  fu n d  w i t h i n  t h e  S t a t e ' s  G e n e r a l  Fund  d u r i n g  

th e  1986 l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  (HB 6 9 9 ) .  T h e  p u r p o s e  in  e s t a b l i s h ­

i n g  t h e  R EF  was t o  b u i l d  a f e n c e  a ro u n d  money t h a t  rem a ined  from 

a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  made t o  t h e  S u s i t n a  H y d r o e l e c t r i c  P r o j e c t .
c

I n  t h e  m id  1970s ,  t h e  S t a t e  began  t o  d e v e l o p  an e n e r g y  agenda  

w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  v a s t  h y d r o e l e c t r i c  p o t e n ­

t i a l  w h i c h  e x i s t s  i n  A l a s k a .  T h e  S u s i t n a  p r o j e c t  was t h e  c e n t e r ­

p i e c e  o f  t h e  S t a t e ' s  p r o p o s e d  e l e c t r i c a l  power  p r o j e c t  c o n s t r u c ­

t i o n  p l a n  f o r  t h e  R a i l b e l t .  T h e  A l a s k a  Power A u t h o r i t y  (APA )  was 

c r e a t e d  i n  l a r g e  p a r t  t o  h a n d l e  t h e  S t a t e ' s  h y d r o  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  

and t o  o r g a n i z e  and a d m i n i s t e r  e n e r g y  p ro g ra m s  f o r  r u r a l  A l a s k a  

w here  h y d r o p o w e r  was n o t  a v a i l a b l e .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  made m o d e s t  

a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  t o  t h e  APA i n  t h e  l a t e  1970s t o  c a r r y  o u t  i t s  

m i s s i o n .

T h e  p r i c e  o f  o i l  s k y r o c k e t e d  i n  1 9 7 9 -8 0 ,  and so  d i d  th e  

r e v e n u e s  o f  t n e  s t a t e .  B i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  w e re  f l o w i n g  i n t o  

S t a t e  c o f f e r s  a n n u a l l y  f rom  r o y a l t y  s a l e s  o f  N o r t h  S l o p e  c r u d e  

o i l .  D u r i n g  t h e  1980 and 1981 l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n s ,  t h e  l e g i s ­

l a t u r e  a p p r o p r i a t e d  n e a r l y  ?1 b i l l i o n  t o  t e n  d i f f e r e n t  h y d r o e l e c ­

t r i c  p r o j e c t s  and n e w l y  c r e a t e d  p ro g ra m s  w h i c h  p r o v i d e d  l o a n s ,  

r a t e  s t a b i l i z a t i o n ,  and power g e n e r a t i o n  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  f a c i l -

B a c k g r o u n d
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i t i e s  t o  r u r a l  A l a s k a .  A lm o s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  money a p p r o p r i a t e d  

w en t  t o  p r o p o s e d  h y d r o  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  w ou ld  s e r v e  t h e  P e t e r s b u r g -  

W r a n g e l l  a r e a ,  K o d ia k ,  S i t k a ,  K e t c h i k a n ,  G l e n n a l l e n  and V a l d e z ,  

and t h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a .  A n o t h e r  5300 m i l l i o n  was a p p r o p r i a t e d  

f o r  h y d ro p o w e r  p r o j e c t s  d u r i n g  t h e  1982 l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n .  

$122.5  m i l l i o n  o f  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  f o r  power p r o j e c t s  was u sed
t

t o  c o n s t r u c t  t h e  P a r k s  Highway I n t e r t i e  b e tw e e n  W i l l o w  and H e a i y .

Th e  S u s i t n a  p r o j e c t  r e c e i v e d  $124 .7  m i l l i o n  o f  t h e  t o t a l  

a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  to  h y d r o  p r o j e c t s  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  1979-1984,  a l l  o f  

w h i c h  was u s e d  f o r  work r e l a t e d  t o  f e a s i b i l i t y  s t u d i e s ,  APA 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  and F e d e r a l  E n e r g y  R e g u l a t o r y  C o m m is s i o n  ( F E R C )  

l i c e n s i n g .

D u r i n g  t h e  1984 s e s s i o n ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a l s o  s e t  a s i d e  $100 

m i l l i o n  i n  t h e  Power D e v e l o p m e n t  Fu n d  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  

S u s i t n a .  I t  was t h e  f i r s t  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  ea rm ark ed  s t r i c t l y  f o r  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t .  An a d d i t i o n a l  $200 m i l l i o n  was s e t  

a s i d e  f o r  S u s i t n a  i n  t h e  PDF d u r i n g  t h e  1985 s e s s i o n .  A p p r o p r i ­

a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  S u s i t n a  t h e n  t o t a l e d  $300 m i l l i o n .

I n  m id  1985 ,  a f t e r  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  had a d j o u r n e d ,  t h e  APA 

B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  t h e  S u s i t n a  p r o j e c t ,  as  p r o ­

p o s e d ,  c o u l d  n o t  be f i n a n c e d  on t e r m s  t h a t  w e re  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  t h e  

S t a t e .  T h e  p r i c e  o f  o i l  had b egun  i t s  downward s p i r a l  and th e

3
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S t a t e ' s  f i n a n c i a l  p o s i t i o n  w o r s e n e d .  T h e  money t o  p u r s u e  S u s i t n a  

was n o t  a v a i l a b l e ,  and f a l l i n g  o i l  p r i c e s  had w eakened  th e  

p r o j e c t ' s  a t t r a c t i v e n e s s  as an a l t e r n a t i v e  s o u r c e  o f  power f o r

t h e  R a i l b e l t .  T h e  APA w i t h d r e w  t h e  S t a t e ' s  a p p l i c a t i o n  w i t h  FERC 

f o r  l i c e n s i n g  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t .

W i t h  t h e  d e m i s e  o f  S u s i t n a ,  f u n d s  s e t  a s i d e  f o x  i t s  c o n s t r u c ­

t i o n  w e r e  c o n s i d e r e d  an i n v i t i n g  t a r g e t  f o r  l e g i s l a t o r s  hungry  

f o r  f u n d s  t o  p u r s u e  a v a r i e t y  o f  c a p i t a l  p r o j e c t s .  R a i l b e l t  

l e g i s l a t o r s  w e r e  d e t e r m i n e d  to  p r o t e c t  t h e  f u n d s  f rom  s u c h  r a i d s  

and s e e  t o  i t  t h a t  S u s i t n a  m o n ie s  w e re  u s e d  f o r  f u t u r e  e n e r g y  

d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e i r  r e g i o n .  T h e y  s u c c e e d e d  i n  c r e a t i n g  a " s a f e "  

p l a c e  t o  d e p o s i t  t h e  f u n d s  by e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  R a i l b e l t  E n e r g y  

Fund  d u r i n g  t h e  1986 s e s s i o n .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a p p r o p r i a t e d  th e  

b a l a n c e  o f  a l l  S u s i t n a  f u n d s  t o  t h e  R E F ,  r o u g h l y  $285 m i l l i o n  

($15 m i l l i o n  o f  t h e  $300 m i l l i o n  was used  t o  c o v e r  t h e  c o s t  o f  

t e r m i n a t i n g  t h e  p r o j e c t ) .  L e g i s l a t o r s  r e s e r v e d  th e  r i g h t  to  

a p p r o p r i a t e  f u n d s  i n  t h e  REF  t o  " a s s i s t  i n  m e e t i n g  R a i l b e l t  

e n e r g y  n e e d s . "

A c c o m p a n y i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  (H CS  CS S B  468 )  was p a s s e d  w h i c h  s e t  

up t h e  R a i l b e l t  E n e r g y  C o u n c i l  ( R E C )  and a p p r o p r i a t e d  $2.5  m i l ­

l i o n  t o  r e v i e w  and e v a l u a t e  R a i l b e l t  e l e c t r i c  power a l t e r n a t i v e s  

( C S S B  4 7 7 ) .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t ,  s i n c e  S u s i t n a  w ou ld  

n o t  be  b u i l t  t o  s u p p l y  t h e  R a i l b e l t ' s  demand f o r  e l e c t r i c a l  

e n e r g y ,  some a l t e r n a t i v e  p l a n  f o r  m e e t i n g  t h o s e  n e e d s  s h o u l d  be

\



d e v e l o p e d .  I t  was t h e  R E C ' s  job  t o  d e v e l o p  t h a t  alternative 

p l a n ,  and i t s  d i r e c t i v e  f rom  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  was to "recommend 

t h e  o e s t  o p t i o n s  f o r  p l a n n i n g ,  f i n a n c i n g ,  c o n s t r u c t i n g ,  and 

m ana g ing  e l e c t r i c  power  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  R a i l b e l t  a r e a . "  The 

REC was c o m p r i s e d  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  s e v e n  R a i l b e l t  elec­

t r i c  u t i l i t i e s ,  f o u r  l e g i s l a t o r s  -  tw o  f rom  e a ch  body and two 

p u b l i c  members a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  G o v e r n o r .  T h e  g ro u p  worked 

t h r o u g h  t h e  summer and f a l l  o f  1986 and p r e s e n t e d  i t s  r e p o r t  to  

t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  e a r l y  i n  t h e  1987 l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n .

T h e  b e s t  a l t e r n a t i v e  u se  o f  t h e  R E P ,  t h e  C o u n c i l ' s  r e p o r t  

s t a t e d ,  i s  t o  c o n s t r u c t  an i n t e r t i e  b e t w e e n  t h e  K en a i  P e n i n s u l a  

and A n c h o r a g e  and u p g r a d e  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  s y s t e m  b e tw e e n  A n c h o r ­

age and F a i r b a n k s .  T h e  e s t i m a t e d  c o s t  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  p r o p o s e d  

t r a n s m i s s i o n  p r o j e c t s  was $200 m i l l i o n .

T h e  C o u n c i l  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  " th e  p r u d e n t  s t r a t e g y  t o  f o l l o w  at 

t h i s  t i m e  i s  t o  i n c r e a s e  u t i l i z a t i o n  and o p e r a t i o n a l  e f f i c i e n c y  

o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  R a i l b e l t  g e n e r a t i o n  and  t r a n s m i s s i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  

u n d e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n . "  T h e  R E C  s p e c i f i c a l l y  c i t e d  t h e  B r a d l e y  Lake 

H y d r o e l e c t r i c  P r o j e c t  and th e  i n t e r t i e s  as p r o j e c t s  t h a t  s h o u ld  

be c o m p l e t e d  i n  a t i m e l y  manner .

A s t r o n g  c o a l i t i o n  o f  b u s i n e s s ,  l a b o r ,  and u t i l i t y  g r o u p s  

l o b b i e d  h a rd  d u r i n g  t h e  1987 s e s s i o n  f o r  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  

p u r s u e  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o f  the  R E C  by  a p p r o p r i a t i n g  $200

\
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m i l l i o n  f o e  R a i l b e l t  i n t e r t i e  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  The  i n t e r t i e s  were 

the  s u b j e c t  o f  e x t e n s i v e  d e b a t e ,  and l e g i s l a t i o n  ( S C S  CSHB 234) 

was am ended  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  -  $100 m i l l i o n  f o r  the  

A n c h o r a g e - F a i r b a n k s  i n t e r t i e  and $100 m i l l i o n  f o r  t h e  A n c h o r a g e -  

Kena i  P e n i n s u l a  i n t e r t i e .

T h e  s t r o n g e s t  l e g i s l a t i v e  a d v o c a t e s  f o r  t h e  i n t e r t i e s  were in
r.

the  S e n a t e .  Under  t h e i r  l e a d e r s h i p ,  t h e  s e n i o r  body a p p r o v e d  the  

a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  and s e n t  t h e  m easure  t o  t h e  H o u se  f o r  c o n s i d e r a ­

t i o n .  I n  t h e  House  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  met i t s  

d e m is e .  H o u s e  members a r g u e d  t h a t  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  f e a s i b i l i t y  

l e v e l  s t u d y  o f  t h e  i n t e r t i e s  needed  t o  b e  c o m p l e t e d  b e f o r e  a

r e s p o n s i b l e  d e c i s i o n  c o u l d  be made on t h e  p r o p o s e d

a p p r o p r i a t i o n s .

I n  J u l y  o f  1986,  G o v .  S h e f f i e l d  r e s t r i c t e d  s p e n d in g  m os t  o f  

t h e  $ 2 .5  m i l l i o n  a p p r o p r i a t e d  f o r  t h e  R a i l b e l t  power a l t e r n a t i v e s  

s t u d y  d u r i n g  h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  t r i m  the F Y  87 b u d g e t .  T h e  House  

s t o o d  f i r m  by  i t s  r e f u s a l  t o  a p p r o p r i a t e  any  money f o r  c o n s t r u c ­

t i o n  o f  t h e  i n t e r t i e s  u n t i l  t h a t  s t u d y  was  c o m p l e t e d .  T h e  l e g i s ­

l a t u r e  a m en ded  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to  a l l o w  t h e  money t o  be  s p e n t  

and to  e v a l u a t e  t h e  i n t e r t i e s  more c l o s e l y .  T h e  APA i s  s c h e d u l e d  

t o  r e l e a s e  a p r e l i m i n a r y  r e p o r t  i n  J a n u a r y ,  and  th e  f i n a l  r e p o r t

by t h e  f i r s t  o f  A p r i l .
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G o v .  S h e f f i e l d  a l s o  f r o z e  an a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  $50 m i l l i o n  t o  

t h e  3 r a d l e y  Lak e  p r o j e c t  i n  J u l y  o f  1986. D u r i n g  th e  1987

s e s s i o n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  c h a n g e d  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  f u n d i n g  f . ’om th e

S t a t e ' s  G e n e r a l  Fund  t o  t h e  R E F .  T h a t  r e d u c e d  t h e  b a l a n c e  o f  t h e  

REF to  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $235 m i l l i o n .

S e v e r a l  b i l l s  were  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  1987 t h a t  

c a l l e d  f o r  s p e n d i n g  p a r t  o r  a l l  o f  t h e  R a i l b e l t  e n e r g y  fu n d ,  one 

o f  t h o s e  b i l l s  was SB 206.  T h i s  m e a s u r e ,  p u t  f o r t h  by Sen .  J a c x  

C o g h i l l  ( R - N e n a n a ) ,  p r o p o s e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a new power p r o j e c t  

lo*,n f u n d  f r o m  w h i c h  l o a n s  and g r a n t s  c o u l d  be made f o r  v a r i o u s  

p r o j e c t s .  T h e  m e a su r e  w o u ld  have  c o m b in e d  many o f  t h e  S t a t e ' s  

e x i s t i n g  e n e r g y  l o a n  p ro g ra m s  and w o u ld  h a ve  been  f u n d e d  

i n i t i a l l y  by  t h e  b a l a n c e  o f  t h e  REP a f t e r  t h e  i n t e r t i e s  and

B r a d l e y  L a k e  had been  f u n d e d  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  n e c e s s a r y .  T h e  b i l l ,

as o r i g i n a l l y  • * t t e n ,  r e c e i v e d  m a r g i n a l  l e g i s l a t i v e  s u p p o r t  and 

e v e n t u a l l y  d i e d  i n  t h e  H o u se  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e .

S e n .  B e t t y e  Fa h ren k a m p  ( D - F a i r b a n k s )  i n t r o d u c e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  

midway t h r o u g h  t h e  s e s s i o n  t o  a u t h o r i z e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a n a t u r a l  

gas  p i p e l i n e  b e tw e e n  W a s i l l a  and  F a i r b a n k s .  T h e  two m e a s u re s  

(SB  417 and  SB 418 )  p r o p o s e d  t h e  REP be u s e d  t o  fun d  t h e  gas  

l i n e ' s  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  T h e  b i l l s  w ere  n o t  g i v e n  a c o m m i t t e e  h e a r ­

i n g  u n t i l  t h e  1988 s e s s i o n ,  and d i d  n o t  move f rom  t h e i r  f i r s t  

c o m m i t t e e  o f  r e f e r r a l .  T h e  l o b b y  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  gas  l i n e ,  headed  

by E n s t a r  N a t u r a l  Gas Company,  was s u c c e s s f u l  i n  g e t t i n g  t h e



p r o j e c t  i n c l u d e d  as p a r t  o f  t h e  s t u d y  b e i n g  c o n d u c t e d  by t h e  

APA. An e c o n o m i c  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  gas  l i n e  w i l l  be i n c l u d e d  in  

t h e  s t u d y ' s  f i n a l  r e p o r t .  Gas l i n e  s u p p o r t e r s  w i l l  u n d o u b t e d l y  

mount a n o t h e r  a t t e m p t  t o  fun d  t h e  p r o j e c t  w i t h  t h e  REP .

O t h e r  m e a s u r e s  i n t r o d u c e d  d u r i n g  t h e  1987 l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  

t h a t  p r o p o s e d  u s i n g  some f u n d s  f r o m  t h e  R a i l b e l t  E n e r g y  Fund  

w e r e :  1) HB 239,  by R e p .  Kay Brown ( D - A n c h o r a g e ) , w h i c h  w ou ld  

h ave  a p p r o p r i a t e d  r o u g h l y  $600,000 f rom  t h e  REP t o  pay a p o r t i o n  

o f  t h e  c o s t  o f  " l e a s t - c o s t  p l a n n i n g "  r e p o r t s  r e q u i r e d  f rom  

u t i l i t i e s  by  t h e  APUC; 2) SB 493,  b y  S e n .  C o g h i l l ,  w h i c h  w o u ld  

h a ve  a p p r o p r i a t e d  $ 4 .6  m i l l i o n  f r o m  t h e  i n t e r e s t  e a r n e d  on t h e  

R EF  t o  c o n s t r u c t  t r a n s m i s s i o n  l i n e s  n e a r  M c K i n l e y  P a r k ;  and

3) SB 4 09 ,  by  S e n .  T i m  K e l l y  ( R - A n c h o r a g e ) , w h i c h  w o u ld  have  

l o a n e d  r o u g h l y  $15 m i l l i o n  f r o m  t h e  REP t o  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a b i l i z a ­

t i o n  A s s i s t a n c e  P ro g ra m  t o  h e l p  s t a b i l i z e  t h e  A l a s k a  h o u s i n g  

m a r k e t .  C o m p a n io n  l e g i s l a t i o n  was i n t r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  House  by 

R e p .  F r i t z  P e t t y j o h n  ( R - A n c h o r a g e ) .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  S e n .  K e l l y ,  t h e  

h o u s i n g  a s s i s t a n c e  a l t e r n a t i v e  i s  no l o n g e r  v i a b l e .  None o f  t h e  

b i l l s  l i s t e d  i n  t h i s  p a r a g r a p h  p a s s e d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .

T h e  o p i n i o n  o f  m o s t  o b s e r v e r s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  R E F  d u r i n g  th e  

1988 s e s s i o n  was " u se  i t  o r  l o s e  i t . "  E l e c t r i c  u t i l i t i e s  

e n c o u r a g e d  l e g i s l a t o r s  t o  r e s i s t  e f f o r t s  t o  u s e  any money f rom  

th e  REP u n t i l  t h e  A P A ' s  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  i n t e r t i e s  was c o m p l e t e .
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T h e  e x c e p t i o n  was a $7 m i l l i o n  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  needed  to  c o m p le t e  

t h e  B r a d l e y  Lake  f i n a n c i n g  p l a n ,  w h i c h  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  d id  

a p p r o v e .

G ov .  C o w p j r  a d v o c a t e d  u s i n g  t h e  REF  in  1988 as a means o f  

c o v e r i n g  p r o j e c t e d  b u d g e t  d e f i c i t s .  O t h e r  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  u s i n g  

t h e  REF  w ere  a l s o  b e i n g  a d v o c a t e d ,  and i t  a p p e a re d  t h e  fund  m igh t  

be sw ep t  up i n  g e n e r a l  s p e n d i n g  and n o t  be u sed  f o r  e n e rg y  

p u r p o s e s  a t  a l l .

T h e  o n l y  new p r o p o s a l  d u r i n g  t h e  1988 l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  f o r  

u s i n g  t h e  R EF  f o r  i t s  i n t e n d e d  p u r p o s e  was p u t  f o r t h  by Rep.  Sam 

C o t t e n  ( D - E a g l e  R i v e r ) .  HB 482 and HB 483 w o u ld  have  l o a n e d  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $165 m i l l i o n  a t  a b e l o w - m a r k e t  i n t e r e s t  r a t e  t o  th e  

APA f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  B r a d l e y  L a k e .  T h i s  w ou ld  have  p r e ­

v e n t e d  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  t h e  APA t o  i s s u e  r e v e n u e  bonds  -  w h i ch  

w ou ld  have  a h i g h e r  i n t e r e s t  r a t e  -  t o  c o m p l e t e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  

t h e  p r o j e c t .

E l e c t r i c  u t i l i t i e s  r e l u c t a n t l y  e m b ra ced  HB 482 and 483 on th e  

g r o u n d s  t h a t  t h e  l o w e r  i n t e r e s t  r a t e  w o u ld  s a v e  R a i l b e l t  r a t e  

p a y e r s  r o u g h l y  $100 m i l l i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  30 y e a r s  o f  th e  

p r o j e c t ' s  o p e r a t i o n ,  and b e c a u s e  i t  a p p e a re d  t h a t  m ig h t  be t h e  

o n l y  way t o  r e t a i n  t h e  R E F  f o r  e n e r g y  p u r p o s e s .  T h e  b i l l s  were 

b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  H ouse  f l o o r  f o r  a v o t e ,  b u t  amendments  c a l l i n g  f o r  

a d d i t i o n a l  e x p e d i t u r e s  f r o m  t h e  R E F  g o t  o u t  o f  hand and th e

\
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a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  b i l l  b e cam e  " C h r i s t m a s  t r e e "  l e g i s l a t i o n .  3 o th  

b i l l s  f a i l e d  t o  p a s s  t h e  H o u se .

J u s t  when i t  a p p e a r e d  t h e  REP w o u ld  be s a f e  f o r  a n o t h e r  v e a r ,  

t h e  Fund  s u f f e r e d  a c r u s h i n g  b lo w  f r o m  G ov .  Cowper  a f t e r  t h e  

l e g i s l a t u r e  had a d j o u r n e d .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  had a p p r o v e d  a lo a n

o f  $50 m i l l i o n  f rom  t h e  REP t o  t h e  G e n e r a l  F u n d  t o  h e l p  c o v e r  any
*•

u n f o r e s e e n  b u d g e t  s h o r t f a l l s  a f t e r  $150 m i l l i o n  had been  taken  

f o r  t h e  same p u r p o s e  f r o m  t h e  A l a s k a  H o u s i n g  F i n a n c e  C o r p o r a t i o n  

( A H F C ) .  T h e  REP m oney ,  t o  be t a k e n  o n l y  when t h e  G e n e r a l  Fund  i s  

o u t  o f  c a s h ,  was t o  be  r e p a i d  fr^m o i l  and g a s  s e t t l e m e n t s  

r e c e i v e d  by  t h e  S t a t e .  G o v .  C o w p e r ,  u s i n g  h i s  l i n e - i t e r n  v e t o  

p o w e r s ,  v e t o e d  t h e  $150 m i l l i o n  f r o m  AHFC and t h e n  r e d u c e d  t h e  

amount o f  t h e  l o a n  r e p a y m e n t  t o  t h e  REP f r o m  $50 m i l l i o n  t o  $1. 

T h e  money has  n o t  o f f i c a l l y  b e e n  moved o u t  o f  t h e  REP ,  b u t  g i v e n  

t h e  r e v e n u e  o u t l o o k  t o r  t h e  S t a t e ,  t h e  t r a n s f e r  may be o n l y  a 

m a t t e r  o f  t i m e .  T h i s  w o u ld  r e d u c e  t h e  b a l a n c e  o f  t h e  R E F  t o  j u s t  

u n d e r  $180 m i l l i o n .

T h e  REP i s  t h e  o n l y  r e m a i n i n g  r e s e r v e  o f  money s e t  a s i d e  by 

t h e  S t a t e  f o r  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  e n e r g y  p r o j e c t s  i n  A l a s k a ' s  most  

p o p u l a t e d  r e g i o n ,  t h e  R a i l b e l t .  I t s  d e c l i n i n g  b a l a n c e  c o n t i n u e s  

t o  be s e e n  a s  a p o t e n t i a l  s o u r c e  o f  f u n d i n g ,  f o r  a number o f  p r o j ­

e c t s  and b u d g e t  e x p e n d i t u r e s .  Pew o f  t h e  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  u s i n g  t h e

10
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REF  r e l a t e  t o  th e  F u n d ' s  i n t e n d e d  p u r p o s e .  : t  i s  s e e n  by many 

a p o t  o f  money t o  be u se d  t o  h e l p  r e d u c e  t h e  S t a t e ' s  p r o j e c t e d  

b u d g e t  d e f i c i t ,  or  as  a s o u r c e  o f  c a p i t a l  f u n d i n g  f o r  p r o j e c t s  

t h a t  a r e  t o t a l l y  u n r e l a t e d  to  e n e r g y .



I t  i s  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  R u r a l  E l e c t r i c  C o o p e r a t i v e  

A s s o c i a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  R a i l b e l t  E n e r g y  C o u n c i l  was c o r r e c t ;  t h e  

h i g h e s t  and b e s t  use  o f  t h e  R E F  i s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  e l e c t r i c  

t r a n s m i s s i o n  i n t e r t i e s  t o  more s o l i d l y  i n t e r c o n n e c t  t h e  s o u r c e s
4

o f  power  w i t h  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  w h i c h  t h e  power i s  c o n su m e d .

A c r i t i c a l l y  ne eded  t r a n s m i s s i o n  im p ro v e m e n t  i n  t h e  R a i l b e l t  

i s  b e t w e e n  A n c h o r a g e  and t h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a .  W i th  t h e  a r a d l e y  

La k e  p r o j e c t  c o m in g  on l i n e  i n  1991 ,  R a i l b e l t  e l e c t r i c  u t i l i t i e s  

b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  a new t r a n s m i s s i o n  l i n e  be c o n s t r u c t e d  

t o  e n s u r e  B r a d l e y  power  c a n  be  d e l i v e r e d  r e l i a b i y  t o  c o m m u n i t i e s  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  R a i l b e l t .  P r o b l e m s  h a ve  been  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  

p r e s e n t  t r a n s m i s s i o n  s y s t e m  t h a t  w i l l  r e q u i r e  l i m i t i n g  t h e  o u t p u t  

o f  power  a t  B r a d l e y  L a k e  t o  r o u g h l y  h a l f  i t s  c a p a c i t y  o r  r i s k  

o u t a g e s  i n  t h e  R a i l b e l t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  on t h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a .

T h e  p r o b l e m s  a r i s e  when t h e r e  i s  a f a u l t  on t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  

s y s t e m ,  s u c h  a s  m ig h t  be  c a u s e d  by  an a v a l a n c h e  o r  w i n d s t o r m .

When t h a t  h a p p e n s ,  t h e  i n t e r t i e d  s y s t e m  e x p e r i e n c e s  s e v e r e  v o l t ­

age  and  f r e q u e n c y  f l u c t u a t i o n s  r e s u l t i n g  i n  an a u t o m a t i c  s h u t ­

down.  I f  t h e  power  s y s t e m  d i d  n o t  s h u t  down,  s i g n i f i c a n t  damage 

c o u l d  r e s u l t  t o  g e n e r a t i o n  and t r a n s m i s s i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  and t o  

c o n s u m e r  e q u i p m e n t  i n  b u s i n e s s e s  and homes t h a t  a r e  c o n n e c t e d  t o  

t h e  s y s t e m .

The I n t e r t i e  P r o p o s a l

V

12

4



A new 230-kV t r a n s m i s s i o n  l i n e  would  e l i m i n a t e  t h e s e  s t a o i i -  

i t y  p r o b le m s  and g r e a t l y  i n c r e a s e  t h e  o v e r a l l  r e l i a b i l i t y  and 

th e  t r a n s f e r  c a p a c i t y  o f  th e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  s y s t e m  b e tw e e n  th e  

K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  and A n c h o r a g e .  In  a d d i t i o n  t o  B r a d l e y  L a k e ,  

o t h e r  g e n e r a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  on th e  p e n i n s u l a  t o t a l i n g  131 m eca -  

w a t t s  i n c l u d e  t h e  C o o p e r  Lake  and 3 e r n i c e  Lake  p l a n t s  and 

S o l d o t n a  U n i t  i l .  R e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  l i n k  be tw een  t h e s e  g e n e r a t ­

i n g  p l a n t s  and A n c h o r a g e  i s  c r u c i a l  t o  t h e  many t h o u s a n d s  o f  

p e o p l e  who l i v e  i n  t h e  a r e a .

T h e  u t i l i t i e s  b e l i e v e  an u p g ra d e  in  t h e  A n c h o r a g e - K e n a i  

P e n i n s u l a  t r a n s m i s s i o n  s y s t e m  mu^t be t h e  number one p r i o r i t y  f o r  

u se  o f  t h e  REP .  T h e  c o s t  o f  t h i s  new l i n e  i s  e s t i m a t e d  a t  $30 

m i l l i o n  t o  $100 m i l l i o n ,  d e p e n d i n g  on t h e  r o u t e  s e l e c t e d .

U p g r a d in g  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  c a p a c i t y  b e tw e e n  A n c h o r a g e  and 

F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a ' s  l a r g e s t  c i t i e s ,  s h o u l d  a l s o  oe a p r i o r i t y  u se  

o f  REF  money. T h e  u p g r a d e  can  be a c c o m p l i s h e d  by e i t h e r  e l i m i n a ­

t i n g  t h e  e x i s t i n g  b o t t l e n e c k s  a t  b o t h  ends  o f  t h e  S t a t e ' s  P a rk s  

H ighway i n t e r t i e  t h a t  e x i s t  b e tw e e n  W i l l o w  and H e a l y ,  o r  by 

c o n s t r u c t i n g  a new l i n e  a l o n g  a d i f f e r e n t  r o u t e  f rom Pa lmer  

t h r o u g h  G l e n n a l l e n  t o  D e l t a  J u n c t i o n .

T h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  the. p r o p o s e d  new t r a n s m i s s i o n  l i n e  b e tw e e n  

A n c h o r a g e  and F a i r b a n k s  v i a  G l e n n a l l e n  a r e  s u b s t a n t i a l .  C o n ­

s t r u c t i n g  a new 230 kV l i n e  -  a n o r t h e a s t  i n t e r t i e  -  w o u ld  t i e

\
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V a l d e z ,  G l e n a l l e n ,  and t h e  C o p p e r  R i v e r  3 a s i n  i n t o  t h e  g r i d  

s y s t e m ,  g i v i n g  t h o s e  c o m m u n i t i e s  a c c e s s  t o  l o w - c o s t ,  g a s - f i r e d  

e l e c t r i c a l  power  f r om  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  a r e a .  New o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  

m in i n g  o r  o t h e r  d e v e l o p m e n t  w o u ld  be  e n h a n c e d  w i t h  t h i s  l i n e ,  and 

m i l i t a r y  f a c i l i t i e s  s u c h  as t h e  3 a c k s c a t t e r  radar  i n s t a l l a t i o n  

c o u l d  be s e r v e d  e c o n o m i c a l l y .  T h i s  new l i n e  would  p r o v i d e  R a i l ­

b e l t  u t i l i t i e s  a c c e s s  t o  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  14 m i l l i o n  k i l o w a t t  h o u r s  

o f  e l e c t r i c i t y  a n n u a l l y  f rom  t h e  S o lo m o n  G u l c h  H y d r o e l e c t r i c  

P r o j e c t ,  one o f  t h e  " f o u r - d a m  p o o l "  p r o j e c t s .  T h i s  e n e r g y  i s  now 

s p i l l e d  as w a t e r  o v e r  t h e  dam b e c a u s e  t h e r e  i s  no m a rk e t  f o r  i t  

w i t h i n  t h e  a r e a  w h i c h  c a n  be r e a c h e d  by t h e  e x i s t i n g  C o p p e r  

V a l l e y  E l e c t r i c  A s s o c i a t i o n  t r a n s m i s s i o n  s y s t e m .  S a l e  o f  t h i s  

e l e c t r i c a l  pow er  t o  R a i l b e l t  u t i l i t i e s  c o u l d  ea rn  t h e  S t a t e  an 

a d d i t i o n a l  $ 4 0 0 ,0 0 0 ,  o r  m o re ,  i n  r e v e n u e s  e a c h  y e a r .

T h e  m os t  i m p o r t a n t  b e n e f i t  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  tn e  new n o r t h e a s t  

i n t e r t i e  p r o p o s a l  i s  i n c r e a s e d  r e l i a D i l i t y .  The  i n t e r t i e  w ou ld  

p r o v i d e  a s e c o n d  l i n e  b e t w e e n  A n c h o r a g e  and F a i r o a n k s ,  s i g n i f i ­

c a n t l y  i m p r o v i n g  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  s y s t e m  s e c u r i t y  b e t w e e n  th e  two 

l a r g e s t  l o a d  c e n t e r s  o f  t h e  R a i l b e l t .

T h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  i n t e r t i e  i s  e s t i m a t e d  a t  $150 

m i l l i o n .

Two key  b e n e f i t s  o f  u p g r a d i n g  t h e  e x i s t i n g  Pa rks  H ighway  

t r a n s m i s s i o n  c i r c u i t  b e t w e e n  A n c h o r a g e  and  F a i r b a n k s  a r e  l o w e r
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c o s e  and i n c r e a s e d  t r a n s f e r  c a p a c i t y .  A t  p r e s e n t ,  F a i r o a n x s  

e l e c t r i c  u t i l i t i e s  must  run o i l - f i r e d  g e n e r a t i o n  t o  m ee t  pea*  

l o a d s  when t e m p e r a t u r e s  a re  l o w e r  th a n  m inus  10 d e g r e e s  F a h r e n ­

h e i t .  T h i s  c o n d i t i o n  w i l l  o n l y  w o r s e n  as e l e c t r i c  l o a d s  grow. 

Im p r o v in g  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s y s t e m  t o  a l l o w  f o r  o p e r a t i o n  a t  230 <v 

w ou ld  i n c r e a s e  t r a n s f e r  c a p a c i t y  by t h r e e  t o  f o u r  t i m e s  th e  

p r e s e n t  c a p a c i t y .  T h i s  w ou ld  a l l o w  F a i r b a n k s  e l e c t r i c  u t i l i t i e s  

t o  p u r c h a s e  more l o w - c o s t /  g a s - f i r e d  e l e c t r i c  power f rom  A n c h o r ­

age ,  r e d u c i n g  t h e  c o s t  o f  power t o  c o n s u m e r s  i n  b o th  c i t i e s .  The  

r e l i a b l e ,  h i g h - c a p a c i t y  e l e c t r i c a l  l i n k  w o u ld  a l s o  a l l o w  F a i r ­

banks  t o  a s s i s t  A n c h o r a g e  d u r i n g  p e r i o d s  when a v a l a n c h e s  s e p a r a t e  

t h e  c i t y  f r om  K e n a i  g e n e r a t i o n  or .  o t h e r  n a t u r a l  d i s a s t e r s ,  s u c n  

as when v o l c a n o e s  e r u p t  o r  e a r t h q u a k e s  t h r e a t e n  A n c h o r a g e  

g e n e r a t i o n  s o u r c e s .

T h e  c o s t  o f  u p g r a d i n g  t h e  e x i s t i n g  P a rk e  H ighway t r a n s m i s s i o n  

s y s t e m  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t o  be  $118 m i l l i o n .
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T h e  R a i l b e l t  e l e c t r i c  u t i l i t i e s  b e l i e v e  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f

i m p r o v i n g  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  g r i d  b e tw e e n  t h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  and

A n c h o r a g e  and b e tw e e n  A n c h o r a g e  and F a i r b a n k s  j u s t i f y  t h e  c o s t .

T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  t y p e s  o f  b e n e f i t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  o r o -
* *

p o s e d  im p r o v e m e n t s  i n  t h e  R a i l b e l t  t r a n s m i s s i o n  s y s t e m :

* E con om y  I n t e r c h a n g e :  An im p ro v e d  t r a n s m i s s i o n  s y s t e m

w o u ld  a l l o w  f o r  h i g h e r  c a p a c i t y  t r a n s f e r ,  a l l o w i n q  l o w e r  c o s t  

g e n e r a t i o n  p r o d u c e d  i n  one  a r e a  t o  d i s p l a c e  h i g h e r  c o s t  g e n e r ­

a t i o n  p r o d u c e d  i n  a n o t h e r  are.a.  E conom y  i n t e r c h a n g e  b e tw e e n  

A n c h o r a g e  and F a i r b a n k s  i s  l i m i t e d  by  t h e  c a p a c i t y  o f  t h e  

f u l l y  l o a d e d  e x i s t i n g  t r a n s m i s s i o n  l i n e .

* S y s t e m  R e l i a b i l i t y :  Im p r o v e m e n t s  t o  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  

s y s t e m  c a n  r e d u c e  t h e  number and e x t e n t  o f  power o u t a g e s ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  b _ tw e e n  A n c h o r a g e  and t h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  where 

l i n e s  a r e  p l a g u e d  by  n a t u r a l  o c c u r r e n c e s  s u c h  as  a v a l a n c h e s  

and w i n d s t o r m s .

*  S y s t e m  E f f i c i e n c y :  Power  t r a n s f e r s  b e tw e e n  A n c h o ra g e

and F a i r b a n k s  p r e s e n t l y  s u f f e r  l o s s e s  e x c e e d i n g  t e n  p e r c e n t .

I f  t h e  v o l t a g e  o f  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  s y s t e m  w ere  i n c r e a s e d  from 

138 kV t o  230 kV,  t h o s e  l o s s e s  w o u ld  be r e d u c e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y .

B e n e f i t s  o£  H a v in g  t h e  G r id
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* R e s e r ve  S h a r i n g ;  W i th  an im p ro v e d ,  r e l i a D l e  t r a r . s m i s -  

s i o n  s y s t e m  in  p l a c e ,  e l e c t r i c  u t i l i t i e s  c o u l d  c e d u c e  th e  

amount  o f  c o s t l y  r e s e r v e  c a p a c i t y  t h e y  m a i n t a i n .  Th e y  could 

r e l y  i n s t e a d  on r e s e r v e s  a v a i l a & l e  e l s e w h e r e  in  t h e  i n t e r ­

c o n n e c t e d  s y s t e m .

* F l e x i b i l i t y  f o r  Sew G e n e r a t i o n :  An im o ro ved  t r a r . s -
« * "

m i s s i o n  s y s t e m  i n  t h e  R a i l b e l t  w ou ld  a l l o w  g r e a t e r  f l e x i o i l -  

i t y  i n  c h o o s i n g  a s i c e  f o r  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s .  New 

p l a n t s  c o u l d  be s i t e d  w h e r e v e r  t h e  c o s t  o f  o p e r a t i o n  and f u e l  

a r e  l e a s t  e x p e n s i v e  w h i l e  s t i l l  m a i n t a i n i n g  a c c e s s  t o  any 

l o a d  c e n t e r  i n  t h e  R a i l b e l t . ^  T o  h i g h l i g h t  th e  c u r r e n t  l i m i t a ­

t i o n s  on pow er  p l a n t  s i t i n g  i t  s h o u l d  be  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  a 

m in em o u th  p o w e r p l a n t  o f  op t im um  s i z e  c a n n o t  be l o c a t e d  at the 

s i t e  o f  A l a s k a ' s  o n l y  o p e r a t i n g  c o a l  m in e  ( U s i b e l l i )  because 

o f  s e v e r e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  c o n s t r a i n t s .

* A c c e s s  t o  B r a d l e y  L a k e  Power :  An im p ro ved  t r a n s m i s ­

s i o n  s y s t e m  w o u ld  e n s u r e  t h a t  a l l  R a i l b e l t  e l e c t r i c  u t i l i t i e s  

h a v e  f r e e r  and more d i r e c t  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  f u l l  p e a k i n g  o u t p u t  

o f  B r a d l e y  p o w e r ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  e q u a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  b e n e f i t s  

f r o m  t h e  p r o j e c t  f o r  a l l  R a i l b e l t  c o m m u n i t i e s .

* P t l l l t v  C o o r d i n a t i o n ;  S t r e n g t h e n i n g  th e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  

s y s t e m  i n  t h e  R a i l b e l t  w o u ld  a f f o r d  e l e c t r i c  u t i l i t i e s  

i n c r a a s e d  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b e t t e r  c o o r d i n a t e  t h e i r  p l a n n i n g  and 

o p e r a t i o n s .



* F u e l  S u p p l y  C o m p e t i t i o n : Im p r o v e m e n t s  t o  t h e  R a i l b e l t

t r a n s m i s s i o n  s y s t e m  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  e l e c t r i c  u t i l i t i e s  w i t h  f u l l  

a c c e s s  t o  a v a r i e t y  o f  e n e r g y  s o u r c e s ,  e n h a n c i n g  c o m p e t i t i o n  

among f u e l s  and f u e l  s u p p l i e r s .

Summary

It is the strong feeling of all Railbelt electric 

utilities which collectively serve over 300,000 Alaskans that 

the REF is being held in trust pending two conditions that 

must be met in order for it to be spent: 1) it must be spent 

only to benefit Railbelt consumers; and 2) it must reduce 

Railbelt energy costs.

Alaska's utilities believe that if the legislature appro­

priates the REF for the construction of the interties, the

State will own a money-saving project which we can point to 

with pride for the next 50 - 100 years.

On the other hand, if the fund is raided to balance the

State operating budget, we challenge the governor and the 

legislature to show us h o w  we have benefited from their 

stewardship five years from now.

Two final points: 1) The interties are being subjected

to tough cost-benefit scrutiny. Those who would raid the fund 

propose no such tests for their spending plans. 2) If we 

build the interties, the State will not suffer one penny of 

operations and maintenance costs. The 300,000 Railbelt 

consumers will gladly pay the tab out of the long-term savings 

they will realize from such worthwhile projects.
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M a t a n u s k a  E l e c t r i c  A s s o c i a t i o n , In c .

P.O. BOX 2929
TELEPHONE

PALMER, ALASKA 99645-2929 (907) 745-3231
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J a n u a r y  16, 1989

The Honorable Rick Uehling
Alaska State Senate
Post Office Box V (MS 3100)
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Uehling,*

We would like to bring your attention to the Alaska Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association's position on the utilization of the 
Railbelt Energy Funds. ARECA's position paper is attached; but 
for your convenience, I have included an executive summary, below.

We would appreciate your support of this position, which Matanuska 
Electric Association, Inc., believes to be in the best interests 
of our member-consumers.

Background

As you are aware, the Railbelt Energy Fund is the Railbelt's share 
of a spate of appropriations for energy-related projects that 
resulted in the construction of hydro projects known as the 
"four-dam pool," an electrical intertie between Willow and Healy 
which completed the Anchorage-to-Fairbanks transmission intertie, 
a program of energy rate stabilization/subsidies in the Bush, and 
feasibility studies for the proposed Susitna Hydro Project.

* $300 m i l l i o n  was s e t  a s i d e  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  S u s i t n a .
* $15 m i l l i o n  was s p e n t  t o  c l o s e  o u t  S u s i t n a .
* In 1986,  $285 million was placed in the newly created Railbelt 

Energy Fund, with legislators reserving the right to 
appropriate those funds to "assist in meeting Railbelt energy 
n e e d s ."

* The Railbelt Energy Council was established.
* The council recommended the Railbelt Energy Fund be used to

construct an intertie between the Kenai Peninsula and Anchorage 
and upgrade the transmission system between Anchorage and
Fai r b a n k s .

* In 1987,  The Senate appropriated $100 million for each project, 
but the legislation died in the House Resources Committee.

* The legislature appropriated $50 million from the Railbelt 
Energy Fund to the Bradley Lake hydro project.
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* In 1988, an additional $7 million was appropriated from the
fund to complete the Bradley Lake financing plan, leaving a
fund balance of less than $230 million.

* The legislature voted to "loan" $50 million from the Railbelt
Energy Fund to the General Fund if the General Fund ran out of 
cash, with the money to be repaid. Gov. Cowper later reduced 
the amount to be repaid to $1, meaning the fund could soon be 
reduced to under $180 million.

The Intertie Proposal

The Alaska Rural Electric Cooperative Association agrees with the 
Railbelt Energy Council: The highest and best use of the Railbelt 
Energy Fund is the construction of electric transmission interties 
to more solidly interconnect the sources of power with the 
communities in which the power is consumed.

Railbelt electric utilities believe it is imperative to construct 
a new transmission line to ensure the Railbelt electrical system's 
stability, dependability, and that the Bradley Lake hydro project 
will be able to run at full capacity.

The present electrical transmission line between Anchorage and 
Kenai is capable of carrying the 90 megawatts of power that 
Bradley is scheduled to produce when it begins generating 
electricity in late 1991. However, without a southern intertie, 
the heavier loads would increase the likelihood of transmission 
system problems which could lead to widespread power outages 
throughout the Railbelt.

Upgrading the Anchorage-Kenai Peninsula transmission system must 
be the number one priority use for the Railbelt Energy Fund. 
Depending on the route selected, the cost is estimated at from $80 
million to $100 million.

Upgrading the transmission capacity between Anchorage and 
Fairbanks, Alaska's largest cities, should also be a priority use 
of the Railbelt Energy Fund. This can be accomplished either by 
eliminating the existing bottlenecks at both ends of the State's 
Parks Highway intertie, between Anchorage and Fairbanks, or by 
constructing a new line along a different route from Palmer 
through Glennallen to Delta Junction. This latter proposal, 
estimated to cost $150 million, would tie Valdez, Glennallen and 
the Copper River Basin into the grid system, providing those 
communities with low-cost, gas-fired electrical power from the 
Anchorage area. The cost of upgrading the existing Parks Highway 
generation line is estimated at $118 million.



T h e  R a i l b e l t  E n e r g y  F u n d  

J a n u a r y  1 6 ,  1 9 8 9  

P a g e  T h r e e

B e n e f i t s  o f  H a v i n g  t h e  G r i d

T h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  i m p r o v i n g  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  g r i d  b e t w e e n  t h e  K e n a i

P e n i n s u l a  a n d  A n c h o r a g e ,  a n d  b e t w e e n  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  F a i r b a n k s

j u s t i f y  t h e  c o s t .  T h e s e  b e n e f i t s  i n c l u d e :  ,

1 .  E c o n o m y  I n t e r c h a n g e : A n  i m p r o v e d  t r a n s m i s s i o n  s y s t e m  w o u l d

a l l o w  f o r  h i g h e r  g e n e r a t i o n  c a p a c i t y ,  a l l o w i n g  l o w e r  c o s t  

g e n e r a t i o n  p r o d u c e d  i n  o n e  a r e a  t o  d i s p l a c e  h i g h e r  c o s t  

g e n e r a t i o n  p r o d u c e d  i n  a n o t h e r  a r e a .

2 .  S y s t e m  R e l i a b i l i t y :  T h e  i m p r o v e m e n t s  w o ^ l d  r e d u c e  t h e  n u m b e r  

a n d  e x t e n t  o f  p o w e r  o u t a g e s .

3. S y s t e m  E f f i c i e n c y :  P o w e r  t r a n s f e r s  b e t w e e n  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  

F a i r b a n k s  p r e s e n t l y  s u f f e r  l i n e  l o s s e s  e x c e e d i n g  1 0  p e r c e n t .

I f  t h e  v o l t a g e  o f  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  s y s t e m  w e r e  i n c r e a s e d  f r o m  

1 3 8  k V  t o  2 3 0  k v ,  t h o s e  l o s s e s  w o u l d  b e  d r a m a t i c a l l y  r e d u c e d .

4. R e s e r v e  S h a r i n g :  E l e c t r i c  u t i l i t i e s  c o u l d  r e d u c e  t h e  a m o u n t

o f  c o s t l y  r e s e r v e  c a p a c i t y  t h e y  m a i n t a i n ,  r e l y i n g  i n s t e a d  o n

r e s e r v e s  a v a i l a b l e  e l s e w h e r e  o n  t h e  g r i d .

5 .  F l e x i b i l i t y  f o r  N e w  G e n e r a t i o n : N e w  p l a n t s  c o u l d  b e  s i t e d

w h e r e v e r  t n e  c o s t  o f  o p e r a t i o n  a n d  f u e l  a r e  l e a s t  e x p e n s i v e ,

w h i l e  s t i l l  m a i n t a i n i n g  a c c e s s  t o  a n y  l o a d  c e n t e r  i n  t h e

R a i l b e l t .

6 .  A c c e s s  t o  B r a d l e y  L a k e  P o w e r : T h e  i m p r o v e m e n t s  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  

a l l  R a i T E e l t  e l e c t r i c  u t i l i t i e s  w i t h  f r e e r  a n d  m o r e  d i r e c t  

a c c e s s  t o  t h e  f u l l  p e a k i n g  o u t p u t  o f  t h e  B r a d l e y  L a k e  p r o j e c t .

7 .  U t i l i t y  C o o r d i n a t i o n : S t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  s y s t e m  

w o u l d  a f f o r d  e l e c t r i c  u t i l i t i e s  i n c r e a s e d  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  a n d  

m o t i v e ,  t o  b e t t e r  c o o r d i n a t e  t h e i r  p l a n n i n g  a n d  o p e r a t i o n s .

8 .  F u e l  S u p p l y  C o m p e t i t i o n :  T r a n s m i s s i o n  s y s t e m  i m p r o v e m e n t s  

w o u l d  p r o v i d e  e l e c t r i c  u t i l i t i e s  f u l l  a c c e s s  t o  a  v a r i e t y  o f  

f u e l  s o u r c e s ,  e n h a n c i n g  c o m p e t i t i o n  a m o n g  f u e l s  a n d  f u e l  

s u p p l i e r s .

I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  w e  r e q u e s t  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  A R E C A ' s ,  a n d  M a t a n u s k a

E l e c t r i c  A s s o c i a t i o n ' s ,  p o s i t i o n  o n  t h e  R a i l b e l t  E n e r g y  F u n d .

< j a m e s  F .  P a l i n  

G e n e r a l  M a n a g e r

( b d s ) 

E n c l o s u r e  

1 0 2 A . 0 1 1 6 . 2 5 1
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The Honorable Rick Uehling 

Alaska State Senate 

P.O. Box V 

Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Uehling:

Chugach Electric Association, Inc. (Chugach) again requests your active support 

to use „ne Railbelt Energy Fund to Improve the transmission Intertie system 

throughout the Railbelt.

Chugach is joined by every other electric utility 1n the region, labor, the 

Anchorage and Alaska State Chambers of Commerce and other Interests 1n urging 

you to resist demands to spend the Railbelt Fund for other than its explicitly 

Intended purpose: energy development, including conservation, within the

In its 1987 report, the legislatively created Railbelt Energy Cuuncil itself 

said the best use of the fund was improvement of the existing transmission 

system that connects Anchorage with Fairbanks on the north and the lower Kenai 

Peninsula on the south. The rationale that prevailed in 1987 holds true today: 

upgrading the present interties will allow better regional utilization of 

existing generation capacity, will substantially improve electric system 

reliability (especially critical when the weather is cold), will facilitate 

long term economic development in our region and will provide much needed job 

opportunities.

Chugach and many others feel very strong about this. We hope you will do 

everything you can to ensure that the Railbelt Energy Fund is used to upgrade 

the Railbelt interties. If we are successful, we will leave an indispensable 

infrastructure for our children and grandchildren. If not, we'll probably not 

even know how we spent the Railbelt Energy Fund several years from now.

To provide you with further information, I have enclosed a new white paper on 

the Railbelt Energy Fund, a copy of my column in a recent issue of Chugach's 

member newsletter and a map of the Railbelt power supply system. Feel free to 

contact me or Larry Markley, our government affairs manager. You are probably 

aware that Larry spends considerable time in Juneau during the legislative 

session; his telephone number in Anchorage is 564-0745.

February 2, 1989

F A C S I M I L E :
9 0 7 -5 6 2 0 0 2 7

Railbelt.
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M a n a g e r ' s  M e s s a g e
D a v i d  H i g h e r s

U s e  R a i l b e l t  E n e r g y  F u n d

Y o u ' v e  p r o b a b l y  r e a d  o r  h e a r d  r e c e n t ly  s o m e  r e n e w e d  t a lk  for a  s t r o n g e r  R a i l b e l t  
t r a n s m i s s i o n  s y s t e m  to  b e t t e r  a c c o m m o d a t e  t h e  B r a d l e y  L a k e  h y d r o e l e c t r i c  

p r o j e c t  w h e n  t h a t  n e w  g e n e r a t i o n  s o u r c e  c o m e s  o n  l i n e  I n  1 9 9 1 .
U p g r a d e s  a r c  n e e d e d  to  t h e  p a t c h w o r k  t r a n s m i s s i o n  s y s t e m  t h a t  c u r r e n t ly  

e x t e n d s  f r o m  F a i r b a n k s  o n  t h e  n o r t h  e n d  o f  t h e  R a i l b e l t ,  d o w n  t h r o u g h  t h e  
M a t a n u s k a  V a l l e y ,  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  t h e  R e n a l  P e n i n s u l a  to  H o m e r  o n  t h e  s o u t h  e n d .  
T h e  r e n e w e d  t a lk  y o u ' v e  b e e n  h e a r i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  r e c e n t l y  Is  J u s t  t h a t  —  r e n e w e d .

F o r  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  t h e  R a l l b e l t ' s  s e v e n  e l e c t r i c  u t i l i t i e s  a n d  o t h e r s  h a v e  
b e e n  t r y i n g  to  c o n v i n c e  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  R a i l b e l t  
E n e r g y  F u n d  s h o u l d  b e  u s e d  to  d e v e l o p  a n  I m p r o v e d  R a l l b c i t  In t e r t ie  s y s t e m  t h a t  
c o u l d  s e r v e  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  o u r  state's  r e s i d e n t s  for  a s  l o n g  a s  a  h u n d r e d  y c a i s .  
W h i l e  It  m a y  n o t  b e  a s  g l a m o r o u s  a s  s o m e  p r o j e c t s ,  a n  e l e c t r ic  in t e r t f e  s y s t e m  
is  a  v ery  s o u n d  p u b l i c  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  I n v e s t m e n t  —  l i k e  r o a d s  o r  s e w e r  l i n e s  o r  
w a ter  s y s t e m s .

A n d  r e m e m b e r ,  t h e  R a i l b e l t  E n e r g y  F u n d  is  j u s t  t h a t :  M o n e y  s e t  a s i d e  b y  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  1 9 8 6  to  e n s u r e  t h a t  o u r  r e g i o n  g e t s  i t s  fa ir  s h a r e  o f  t h e  d o l l a r s  for 
e n e r g y  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  p r o v i d e  w i d e  p u b l i c  b e n e f i t .  T h e  f u n d  p r e s e n t l y  h a s  a b o u t  
$ 2 3 0  m i l l i o n  i n  it .

A s  I s a i d ,  t h e  R a i l b e l t  u t i l i t i e s '  a d v o c a c y  o f  u s i n g  t h e  R a i l b e l t  E n e r g y  F u n d  for 
in t e r t l e  i m p r o v e m e n t s  w a s  v o c a l  i n  1 9 8 6  e v e n  a s  w e were d e v e l o p i n g  o u r  p o w e r  
s a l e s  a g r e e m e n t  w it h  t h e  s t a t e  for  B r a d l e y  L a k e ,  w h i c h  w e a l l  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t .

W e  t o l d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  1 9 8 6 ,  i n  1 9 8 7  a n d  a g a i n  t h i s  y e a r  t h a t  u p g r a d e s  to 
t h e  e x i s t i n g  R a i l b e l t  t r a n s m i s s i o n  s y s t e m  a re  n e e d e d  to  e n s u r e  t h e  m o s t  r e l i a b l e  
u s e  o f  B r a d l e y  L a k e  p o w e r  a n d  to  i n c r e a s e  e l e c t r i c  s y s t e m  r e l i a b i l i t y  i n  g e n e r a l  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  R a i l b e l t .  T h e  R a i l b e l t  E n e r g y  C o u n c i l ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1 9 8 6  b y  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  m a d e  u p  o f  u t i l i t y  m a n a g e r s ,  l e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  p u b l i c  m e m b e r s  a p ­
p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r ,  u n a n i m o u s l y  e n d o r ? r .d  u s e  o f  t h e  R a i l b e l t  E n e r g y  F u n d  
for  i n t e r t i e  u p g r a d e s .

H o w e v e r ,  t h e  1 9 8 7  l e g i s l a t u r e  c h o s e  i n s t e a d  t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  m a t t e r  f u r t h e r  b y  
a u t h o r i z i n g  $ 2 . 5  m i l l i o n  for  a  R a i l b e l t  e n e r g y  f e a s i b i l i t y  s t u d y  n o w  u n d e r w a y  b y  
t h e  A l a s k a  P o w e r  A u t h o r i t y .  W e e x p e c t  a  d r a f t  o f  t h a t  s t u d y  e a r ly  n e x t  y e a r .

M o s t  r e c e n t ly ,  a  s t u d y  c o m m i s s i o n e d  b y  a  t e c h n i c a l  c o o r d i n a t i n g  c o m m i t t e e  
c o m p r i s e d  o f  t h e  B r a d l e y  L a k e  u t i l i t i e s  a n d  t h e  A P A ,  d e t a i l e d  t h e  u t i l i t i e s '  p r e v io u s  
c o n c e r n s t h a t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  t r a n s m i s s i o n  l i n e s  m i g h t  n o t  b e  a b l e  to  ca r ry  t h e  f u l l  
l o a d  o f  B r a d l e y  L a k e  w i t h o u t  J e o p a r d i z i n g  s y s t e m  r e l i a b i l i t y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
R a i l b e l t .  T h e  s o l u t i o n ,  t h e  s t u d y  s h o w s ,  i s  j u s t  w h a t  w e h a v e  b e e n  a c t i v e l y  s u p ­
p o r t i n g  for  t h r e e  y e a rs  n o w :  A n  u p g r a d e  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  in t e r t ie s  —  m o r e  s p e c i f i c a l ­
ly ,  t h e  s o u t h e r n  s e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  t h e  lo w e r  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a .

W e  h o p e  t h a t  t h e  r e c e n t  s t u d y ,  a n d  f o l l o w - o n  w o r k ,  w i l l  s u f f i c i e n t l y  s u p p l e m e n t  
t h e  c a s e  for  u s i n g  t h e  R a i l b e l t  E n e r g y  f u n d  for  i n t e r t i e  u p g r a d e s .

I a s s u r e  y o u  t h a t  i f ,  a s  s o m e  o f  o u r  p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s  a r e  a d v o c a t i n g ,  t h e  R a i l b e l t  
E n e r g y  F u n d  is  d r a i n e d  h e r e  a n d  t h e r e  for  g o v e r n m e n t a l  o p e r a t i o n s ,  a  c o u p l e  o f  
y e a r s  f r o m  n o w  w e'l l  n e v e r  k n o w  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  t o  t h e  $ 2 3 0  m i l l i o n .  If ,  o n  t h e  
o t h e r  h a n d ,  w e u s e  t h e  m o n e y  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  i n t e r t ie s ,  we l l  h a v e  a n  e l e c t r ic  
t r a n s m i s s i o n  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  w i l l  b e n e f i t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  a l l  A l a s k a n s  for  m a n y  
y e a r s  to  c o m e .

/Vi
''£K eirk -i*.

\



TENAKEE SPRINGS ELECTRICAL EXTENSION WEST

PROJECT COST: $75,000

West Tenakee residents and property oweners have patiently 
requested this basis service each year since 1982. The 
city council has made this its top priority, and its sole 
capital improvement request submitted to the legislature. 
Project costs take into consideration use of local materials 
and local labor.

HOLLIS ELECTRIFICATION 

PROJECT COST: $350,000

The Hollis area is currently without central station power, 
which is a serious hardship upon the residents. The area has 
been designated as part of the authorized service area of the 
Alaska Power and Telephone Company which is ready to construct 
systems and begin operations. $225,000 would provide a 
distribution plant, and $125,000 will provide a power plant.



WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT

Original sponsors: Uehling, Sturgulewski,
Pearce, et al.

Funding Information 
General Fund $77(1,229,306 
Other Funds -0-

$220,229,306

6-0582E

Cramer
2/13/89

IN THE SENATE

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 130 ( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act making a special appropriation to the Alaska

Power Authority for the Bradley Lake Intertie, Seward 

transmission line, and Northern Intertie; making a 

special appropriation to the Alaska Power Authority 

for payment as a grant to Golden Valley Electric 

Association; and providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. The sum of $213,200,000 is appropriated from the Railbelt 

energy fund in the general fund (AS 37.05.520) to the Alaska Power A u t h o r­

ity for the design and construction of the following capital projects:

Bradley Lake Intertie to Anchorage $ 80,000,000

Seward transmission line from Lawing

to Fort Raymond substation 15,000,000

Northern Intertie from Wasilla to

Willow and from Healy to Fairbanks 118,200,000

* Sec. 2. The sum of $7,029,306 is appropriated from the Railbelt 

energy fund in the general fund to the Alaska Power Authority for payment 

as a grant under AS 37.05.316 to Golden Valley Electric Association for 

extending electrical service in certain areas as follows:

Ester to Little Goldstream 

Cantwell to McKinley Village 

Mercers Corner (on the Parks Hwy.) co Ferry 

and the Rock Creek Subdivision 

Kobe to Ferry and the Rock Creek Subdivision

-1-

$ 2,633,296

2,215,325

9 4 6 ,335 

1 , 234 ,3 50 

CSSB 130( )


