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THE LEGISLATURE /

BUUCF.T AND AUDIT COMMITTEE

December 31, 1987

Members of the Legislative Budget
and Audit Committee:

According to the provisions of Titles 24 and 44 of the
Alaska Statutes, the Division of Legislative Audit is
required to conduct a "Sunset"™ review of the Board of Dental
Examiners.

At the request of the Chairman, during Fiscal Year 1988
budget deliberations, the Audit Division®s budget was
revised to reflect certain changes 1in the organization of
the Committee®s two Divisions. The revised budget of the
Audit Division reflected efficiencies that might be obtained
by utilizing the staff of the Legislative Finance Division
on selected audit assignments during the interim.

As a result, the audit of the Board of Dental Examiners was
conducted and this report has been prepared by the Legisla—
tive Finance Division. We feel this reportdischarges our
responsibility wunder Titles 24 and 44. The report 1is
submitted for your review.

Randy £. Welker, CPA
Acting Legislative Auditor
Division of Legislative Audit
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tnar @0Aconnn 7 \—6071466-3795

November 5, 1987

Members of the Legislative Budget
and Audit Committee:

In accordance with the provisions of Titles 24 and 44 of the

Alaska Statutes (sunset legislation), the attached report is
submitted for your review.

A PERFORMANCE REPORT
ON THE BOARD OF
DENTAL EXAMINERS

July 1, 1985 - June 30, 1987

Audit Control Number

08-1316-88-R

(16~

Mike Greany, Director
Division of Legislative Finance



TABLE C7° CONTENTS

Page
Purpose and Scope of the Report ... ... iiimmaaaaaaa.. 1
Organization and FuncCtion ..o oiiiin et iicceceaaan . 3
Report ConclusSTONn ... i i caeaaeeaaeaaeaans 5
Findings and RecommendationsS ....orirnroeeeaieiaacaanacanan- 7
Analysis of Public Need .. ..o ceeaaeaaas 9
Appendixes:
A. Schedule of Revenues Compared with
Expenditures, for Fiscal Year 1987 .. ... ... ....... 15
B. Schedule of Estimated Revenues
Compared with Budgeted Expenditures,
for Fiscal Year 1988 .. ... oo 16
C. Practical Examination and StatisticS.................. 18
D. Schedule of Administrative Statistics ............. 19

Agency Response:

Department of Commerce and Economic
Deve l opment .. 21



PURPOSE AND SCOPE OF THE REPORT

Ma ccordance WIEh the mten E(rtles 24 and 44 of tn

a}%:tlvrtretatu%eshesggasr% ?gﬂ)senatallo a mer@a\{% ¢ vrewe%etI?

(?terlgpr
Board has been operatrng In an etficient an ctive
manner.

g S ecrflef that this Boar

ﬁlu(ﬁ 38rn1%%te on une %%rrerb cont# ue unti

ne for the purpose 0 concliudrng Its afrairs.
The maajfor area of our. examination. were the Hcensmg

re<uired b Ieglslat ve. jntent, this . re ort shall be
onsrderede ¥| e é ative ove fun tron
(Cieter nlrS egvlfr qr ogra g enta\f Exgm ners should Biei

examinagion, mi |s rat on, = complaint d atl
a}%:thf unctlons 0 oard. U\‘E rewewe%n an(? eva uateg
ollowing:
1. Applicable statutes and regulations.
Tests of files and documents of licensees.

2
3. Interviews with the licensing examiner.
4

Complaints filed _with the |V|S|on of __Occupational
rlTeI)C/e%SIngal qugi:flcepﬁoglrge m!atr}/Offlf?:e %ttor-

Discussions with Board members.
Milnutes of Board meetings and Division correspondence

o Ol

1. (t)%orr Sey General's Opinions applicable to professional



ORGANIZATION AND FUNCTION

The Board of Denftal Examiners was crea}ed in 1955, . The
Boar ConsIsts nine rsons I| Icensed tlsts
entgl h)(ﬁlen sts, a tpub member a}qe
Eppm ted by overnor su to confirmation o
egislature; Board members se e terms of four years.

Ege Board is qrganized nder the Pepcartment of Co rce. and
mic Beveo ment, DiIvision 0

ﬁcupgtloga Icensi g

Inistrative . unctlons of t oard _are [ow

suc rocessm E) Ica C!ons maintaining’ licens-
answ ring Inquirie providing Investigative

por
f f the B
qua ”mapdeln{]aj:lon ) tc} ?Alas(f?arr?s IE)Sy tﬂcgﬂihﬁe %u@' ﬁm H]

|c¥1nts d Ishing regylations necessary to .entorce
tes %’h oarg I%te?ggentlsts enta pgma IStS,
ental hyglenlsts o perform services In the State.

The responsihilit thorty for evaluatln/qe thg com e
ence 0 can Ida es ent$ Ilcens%lre are 3
candidates had.to ass a

oard. revmus t anuary

state ad mlndstce clinical ﬁten examinati n to

assesis a ? fe's com etencg The pard _now acce|?

au the estern eglonl [nr&m oard ch |ca
wntten %amlna lon. g%era etls ey and ent

}/ lenists.  Dental hygienists™ wno are licensed In a)not er
e, an ﬂ gos ess Inimum  work  experience can -

censed throug entials.

AIthour%;h dent speC|aI|sts are not requned tg\ a(ke a

examimation, dy musth I|censie dde ts. In Alaska an

ngﬁ e require ave complete |t|onal years 0
cation In their spemalty area.



REPORT CONCLUSION

Policy Issues

Thli report contains Qoléc O\ssues raised a,sr a result of our
evaluation ﬁ varioyS Board practices. The f.malh p0|IC¥
d1@0| 10NS a chQg these_lpraf ices are not within the sco
8I this report . but require elgsl.s ative consideration. In
ebating these .issues, the .oversight committees. should take
|Bto consideration the mdmgs and .recomme? atl?ns,present-
e IB this rePoO[t so the poténtial impact of policy* changes
can be evaluated.

Report Conclusion

In our opinjon, _the Board.of Dental Examiners, should..b
ree tabllslﬁ (J . The re uratlon and E1|cen5|n P_f,quhahjl 3
ErP essionals Ii Necess 0 protect .(t}he public's’ health,
a eH and welfare. .Boa rPow es. this Service g/
%sta Ishing minimum ﬁducatlona and experience r.e uirement
hat proyide reasonable assurance that persons licensed. are
ualified. Also, assurances that those licensed act in ?
om ?tent manner is provided bl}/ active | V?Stl ation |0
com o%lrnlta?tean revocation or suspension of licenses when

app

The [ollowin findi\/r\1égs describe areas where. weaknesses 0
conflicts Ist, W& have made r.ecommendaHon% which, |
(l)rpptlﬁ(rane (tJ%rd will improve the efficiency and effectiveness



FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Recommendation No. 1

The Board should allow .fqr licensure by credentials fo
dentr%ts an 3ental specia l|rsts y "

Alasﬁa Statute 08. 6234 allows but doei not mandate }g
oar . approve, licenses to ap lcants wit
entaI Icenses in ot er states by rev wrng their cre en
Shinesp o feaine e supjeel, g .%Srrrte"
ulation 1% AAC 2 %

emer en% WhICh SuS egd%d
ensure éﬁ cre entlals aft%r 8pcern S expre,F

ttorn eneral about t S pr ures A]tt rne
(Genera fou fhat the Boar was c trg or tes
Instea an oraI mtervrew as al owed statu e.
The cessation of licensure b cre lals restricts. entr
oP h ent aﬁ nfessmn Yi §as‘<a for out-of-stat
entists wishing to practlce in the tate

As part of the 198 |sIat|on whdch contrnued the . Board

p1 yeg eg| lature asse etters o inten

ard shou CL repeal emergency é u atrl]on an

rernsta e cenfs]ure redent |als he oar as ng

mplie |tB |nt ecommen a]t en ure by
cre entials be made a mandatory unction of t oard.

Recommendation No. 2

The Bo rd shoul reV|ew licatjan requirements and recom-
p f%r Lﬁ)rpe hrch c% not rhave clear
atrons p to a pu |c purpose

Ala tatute requires ersonal Interview a hoard
n%éoafr |cen ure by cre entlals for den al W mStiI

sotpans to’ re rsona |nterV|e or a
entrst equest lice 5| akrn the Western
e ona amlnatro(p oar ess int ervre

Irement 1s. an thrlon ocedure which has n8t reé -
ed In a'p |ca jon denia requwement IS an added delay
In a le |censrng procedur

For. lice smgr a a dental allst the .Board acceB?
tificates su mrte licant as 0

8?pleid2u%a: OCI’Ie attalnments Instea Oyf reeq Pﬁ]g conflrmatron

V\e reco mend the elimination .of the personal mtervrew and
po Tcy aoce trnﬁ notarized copies 0 Trtl icates as
0 e ucat ? ievements  to |mprove eff

ICI and
QI[P ctrveness 0 |censrn% pEoce s. Instead o? ag p
% rTpres of cer |cates the S oudb receive ct
firmation from the appropriate Ticensing boards.
-7-
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PURPOSE A\D SCCPE OF THE REPCRT

Ma ccordance WIEh the mten E(ltles 24 and 44 of tH

ac! .%.ne&at“FesheSHQéFé F%Senataﬁo ainers 1o_ Vt'eerw"i%e i

g ° ECIerF cgrgt%ﬂhltas unti

rre
\f}’ujui 38rn1§§%tefo?nthgn8ur%ése% éoncliudlng its affairs.

The major areas of. our. examlnatlop were the Hcensm\g
examlnalpon . admi |s rat on cowa ain c'énd Cfl ati 8
?}%:thf unctions o oard. rewewe and evaluate
ollowing:

1. Applicable statutes and regulations.

2. Tests of files and documents of licensees.

3. Interviews with the licensing examiner.
4

CPC@EamtS |Ief| Wlﬁh the (E)IVISIOI‘I of ?ccup%ional

ney Slneqral qu6‘ff|ce %me Bﬁ%rggn{a\tr}/Oche ttor-

Discussions with Board members.
M\nutes of Board meetings and Division correspondence

oar has een operatlng In an efficient an ctlve
manner.
As re% de Ieglslat ve intent, this . relport shall be
onsid L#] e ga ative 0 elL:sg functio i)
eter n| é{" } oar Dental ,Ex mners should
IShe oar

o ol

T, ﬁggor&ey General's Opinions applicable to professional
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ORGANIZATION ANT FUNCTION

he oard of Denftal Examiners was crea ed |n 1955. . The
oar srsts nine rsons SIX |cense tlsts,

ent nists, a lpub IC mber a]re
pp0| overnor su ec to con |rmat|on o the
egls ature oar members se e terms of four years.

5 Bortd S frAAAEY e PeRiTent o TR o
8 |n| trative unctrons of th pE?oarQ are ovragd

[ Such as processing. ap E)lcat ons, maintajnin Pl Cens-
su por Answ ring nqdirie providing ‘Investigative

The rlmary funcflon of the Board IB tP ensure a mi nnugt
qua g enta Alaskans Sy |cen3|n qua{
nts sta % regH tlon n cess to e orce
u es. oar V\ﬂ ul te? entists, dent a pgma IStS,
dental hyglenlsts 0 perform services In the State.

The responsihilit thorty for evaluating th oom e

ence 0 can Ida es ent %cfcenSL(Jire are éte

oard. Previous t nuary candidates ha gass

state admlnds(e clinical and written examinati

asseﬁs a ? ate's com etencg The .Board now acceots h
the Western | E N oards utelca

ahot er

ult 1on |
d wrltten xamination 8 gevunerafn rde tls ey
¥ |en|stéf ental yglenlsts o are licensed

e an vrhﬁ 055€SS r?mlmum work experience can
censed through Credentia

Although dent s ecialists. are not re urred t
exam rthatlon pusth be Ilcens ddent? s, %tlasia ang
ave com ete |t|onaI years 0

e re U|re
Iegt/n:atlon their speolalty area.
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REPORT CONCLUSION

Policy Issues

This report ¢ <tains policy issues raised esult of our
evaiuaton tvarlou?é ractices. asrh nal polic

?CI 10NS a ECtIlgIL?t rese“perafelcelaare not Wlthl the SCOQ

IS r port e Islative con5| eration
de atin ese .issues e .C.er commit 8es S ould take
rato O 3| eration the ndmgs ad recommer]g at|?ns present-
repoc[t so the poténtial impact of policy changes

Be!
can be evalua
Report Conclusion

In our own jon, _the Boad of Denta]l Exammers shou 3
reestablis The re atlon and icensin P quh e]
?rP essmnas | necess ofect he puplic's t
a e%;i WE fare OVI es. this serV|ce
esta |sh minimum ducatlona at experlence equire ent

that .pro |d reasonabe assurance sons |c nsed. are
uaI| le Also, assurances tat thos |censed act in

etent manner QI'OVI ded L}/ actjve PV?.S'[I ation |0
g%rrr)t O%lrnltasean revoca Ion or suspension OT 1ICENSES when

The [ollowm flnd\/\égs describe areas where weakqesses 0
Conf |cs 1st.. W& have made recommendatosf ich, |
Orp ﬁ(renegoard will improve the efficiency and effectiveness
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FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Recommendation No. 1

The . Board hguld allow for licensure by credentials for
dentists and dental specialists.

Alaska Statute 08. 6234 allows but doei not mandate tg
oar _ Rprove ntal licenses to aP lcants wit
enta |ce es in ot er states b)é rev W|ng their cre en

Is instead of requirin the |can to” pass awrltten
?:1 cI|n|caI e amrﬁa J 1% 0derd |ssued an

emer enc ulation tl%n % whrch SuS e ded
ens edentials aft r ncern S expr

orn en ra about t S progce ures rney
(Genera fu thatthe oar was condugtin test
Instea oraI Interview" as allo d by sta ute.

The cessation of Ilce sure hy.cre lals _ restricts, entr
h ental r]fessmny Xgas&a for out-of-stat

dentlsts wishing to practlce In the tate

As part of the 198 |sIat|on Wh h continued the . Board
ﬂ w%yeéa aure asse two letters of inten
that the” Bpard shou regeal emerg cyé uIa lon an
relnsta e |cens%re redent |aIs oi as  not

ecommen th t licensure b
cred)entlas B a mandatory frnctron of tﬁ oaroF y

Recommendation No. 2

T B, o e ol eirtes, ey
ationship to a public purpose

Ala tatute requires ersonal interview a hoard
ni)g fr Tlcen ure hy cre ent|als for dental W n|st

oar so[pans to” requ ersonal Interv rhe or a
en |s equest lice sr mth Western
|ona xamln tlocn oar tests. he int erwf

dition oce

|reme t 1S, an ure which has ng(tj rea
|n a lgtrndarhca jon en|aI requrrement IS an added eIay

|cen5|ng proce ure.
For . Irce sin gr a a dental eC|aI|st the Board acceB%
?p certificates su mlte Oy he PP icant as 0
8 e]eucsalgg attainments Instead of requiring confrrmatron

W recommend the elimination .of the perso aI interview and
the PO fcy f acce tlnﬂ notarized coples of certificates as
&[ 0 e ucatro ? levements to |mprove e frmenc d

ctlveness 0 e |cen3|n pgoce s.” Instead o g
shou ct

% rﬁnes of _certificates, receive
firmation from the approprlate Icensing boards.
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ANALYSIS OF PUBLIC NEED

Limited Analysis

Th
Bh“t
N
thos

foIIowdag analgses of oard ct|V|t|es relate to_ the
IC_ need “fa

ctor flne In t unset"” law.  These
ses are not intended to be com re enshe but ad ress
areas we were able to cover w thin the scope of our

FEview.

The extent to. whtﬁ:h th% board, commission, or program
has operated in the public interest.

A The Board. has se ved the PUb|IC W examinin

aﬂd I|cen3|ng f|ed a l[cants and Posm
ages uatlons at are nece sa
en o tate ttut S an nhances %
ena care to 83 ans. accom ese
unctions, oar s heId an \er gle of four
oar meetlngs uring t e past two fiscal years.

B. Legislation was passed .in 1987 which. allows th
IEOgr& artlcrpat in the a\gmlnlstratlon 0
exa |nat|ons |ns ead .re urrlng the state
condyct .1ts examipation.  ~Using .a regiona
examlnat ion has resut1 In . a ost savings tq.the

Btat Increases the pool o applicants eligi-

e or icensure.

The extent to which the oPner%tlon of the oard
mlss on or. aﬂency rogra een

an exrs des oce ures, rac
f e hlcb as adopted, " and any oth r matter,
ncluding udgetary resource, an personnel matters.

The Board suspended, by regulatio 984, statutor
rov?s%on Pq9censu¥e Ig)(hecre ent|]l because 0

eﬁal roble S SUfI’OLindIn%S hcopﬁttorne?)zt IGneﬁer:\r/a?W

requirement ftor applic
Ice has dtermlggd tahat thebéaarsonal ervigw. o

rd member Imited to verifyin
creapﬁtlas h/d ali1 ues ions, rat er thanyreg

ul case resentat ns the applic ror
rlE qg exa ||%at|on Board does |?tlic))t faee‘ thgt tt

ately measure the ualifications d
f. £s WI%HOU'[ exa |n|n case ]8resentat|ons fOI’ IS JJLPog

icenses by. credentials here are ans
reenactlng ¥|c re by credentlals In the fl?ture (see
recommen atlon oC

The extent t8 (}/\IhICh the bo% commission, or a erﬁ
has recommende statutory an es which are genera ¥
of benefit to the public |nterest



Le isla]ion was enacted in 1987 }o ermit the use ofg
regglona _exam In e state conducte

Lﬂ?t'(in Qlace

e>f< mination. e legislation also increased the ]s:lz
of the board m?]mbers |(§) tP ensure an adequate pool o
examiners tor the regional examination.

IV. The extent to.which the board, commission, or a%enCY
asencourage mﬁereste . persons . to report . 10 |
concerning’ the effect of Its r,e%:natlons and_decisions

on, the effectiveness Of.Service, ecopomy of .servicer
and avallaﬁlhty 0 “service WhicH it has provided’ ©°

g N I ol
théll’ examination rdches,’ and Woldspgpen meetlngspIO

V. The extent to, which. the board, commission, or a%enc%/
Nas encquraged QU(F“C articipation In the making o
Its regulations and decisions.

A The Board announces its bcfard meetings, examina-
tions, and. pr o§§d regu atrons aE requlation
amendments in the Anc Otl; gF, airbanks, and Juneau
newspapers as required by “law.

B. Thf Board presents and di cqhs5ﬁs correspondencg
¥e ated to Board matters which has been ‘recelve
rom various persons and associations.

VI. The .efficiency .with which .public i iries or com
Pnfalnts re a}/dln tm (?Ctl\rl)ltl.es qut e b%ard, com-
tolss\/{/%ﬂ:’ 0a oez?r olrfc Wltlrs]si{)tn’ }Nltha themsetpr%rttlr\r/]gt
ssigned, or with the %W ice of tshe udsman ha\)é
een” processed and resolved.

TP? Board ocess?s and addressed complaints in an
effective and timely manner.

VII. The Fxtent to which a board or commis%ion. which
regu ate entr)(_lnto an . occupation or pro essmin has
presented qualified applicants to serve the public

e B0 e 2 Qe Waanges Al el

| ental licenses an ental hygienist
Icenses.

VIII. qu extent__to which state personnel rﬁ)ract ces, .in-
cudlpg aftui]mabtlve acBon requirements, have been
com;t)l d with by the board, commissign, or .agenc
Itﬂtérsestovm actrvities and the area of activity o

-10-



IX.

he Human Rights Commission. and the Equal. Employme
6 rtunlt gpft Ice .have received no com%laamts F}e?/at
to t e Bodrd's activities.

The e tent to WhICh statutory, regulat rg/ budaqetln
B ~0 er ch an are necessary to ena th genc
oar I com |55|on to. bette ervef e interests of

ublic and .to comply with the factors enumerated
|n t IS subsectlon

lease refer to the previous section, Findings and
ecommendations.

-11-
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APPENDIX A

I
E Escai @ear 1995

audr

Average Revenue (Note 2) $51,056
Expenditures (Note 3) 57,802
Excess of Expenditures Over
XI-QZevenues P $ 6.746
Note 1
The chedfule of RFvenues Compared with Ex endlture%
Bre)oare rom_ available records. and uss ons wijt W

Occugat onal |cen5|n sonne e
records were not u% § agcRQ eg vveqdo not
%:oPn essd an. ;Enlon on the Boar chedule’ “of ~Revenues

pare xpenditures.

Note 2
A swnlf cant |o_ort|on of revenues s cdn osed of license

rene ees. ICenses were re ewe rinla Ig cause
ew Is, revenues, varie stanti I(}/ rr¥ ourth

ear. efore, comiin even es coI? cal
% r 19@ 1985 f&e% 8 f8|87r calcu ate a totai
n a representatlve mount average annua

o i ot T [eavevra MG 1
%7 ? : qu ched GH

oards more se |n endi

e current ?ee SCHQBU J PP

Note 3

E)endltures co sist of direct costs resultin from oard
Ivities wh |ncludes travel, lem, an iscel

ous contractu enthures incur e the oar mem ers

ensrn examiner. IS a 0es. not

clg e |n |rect ministrative expenditures the 1VISIO

ccupational Licensin expen |tures or efforts o
other departments a33|st|ngg tne §

-15-



APPENDIX B

o S
For F sca Year 1988

?NS‘%‘ed'R

Average Revenue (Note 2) $53,265
Expenditures (Note 3) 76,368
Excess of Expenditures Over Revenues $23,103
Schedule 1
ypes o Ze)venues
Revenues Amount Collection Time
Filing .Fee
E rq |? % %8 Wftn a ||cat|on
enta nyq;enlst It aBB Ication
mlnatlo
>%en 'f ﬁgg Ee;ore exam
enta )ﬁglenlst efore exam
Cr den |aI eview Fee . .
fal Cy%lenllg $ 50 Before interview
In t|a ICe ee .
éen 'f % 38 Eegore icensure
enta H,Yqun'St efore licensure
Re[glstratlo enewal Fee .
entist $360 Befor Ilcenﬁure,

nia
ﬂmrea ter

e Speciali g%%g ..

fore Ilcenlsure

eC|a8/ erezse
ffl eqistration dren
oca Anest etlc ermit ith application
Note 1
e Division of O cy atlona Licensi DOIE? e
EBove chedule stl a venue rg ﬁpaEgug ete%
Xpen |ture e sc ule 1S | or Inform II na
ses on an has not .been au |te Aé%maa X

@e ess an opinion oB(ti olards ule” of
stlmate Rev nues Compared with Budgete xpendltures

-16-



Ml G B4

Notre 2

evenues wer 3|ma ed based upon  the current lic nsm
ees . (See s e _ ro ec Icense . renpew
licatio e |sca ea 8, 1989, 199 an 19
au e 0 O\A/nvvard trend “in Iaskas economy the p
_ revenu s |ncIu es. a factor represen ng a o
dec ine in t e number licensed professionals.

Note 3

Expen ityres consi t of FY88 budg ted d|rect costé associat-
ed with board. me ctivitie travel an p&l le %
aH Ia %I ocati n o Irect an d|ret costs
ould be. note éh t represented expen |tureﬁ do not Inclu ef
eﬁgen[% mcurre ther Departments or ot % vIsions 0
ePar menE3 mmerce and Economic  Development In
assisting the Board.

Note 4

S sche ule represents. the licensin es. currently iIn
P Igees weIFe ralseld In hlgvem erg E% IP res ons% to
ie tive Intent to e f

ﬁave not usté to Oar're ergct)rebslgnm% 0ernen
schedu e WhICﬂ passeda #1 8



rRCTICR. BXMIRATION A0 ShatisTics

June 1987, th Boad conducte a statF ritten. and
eg denta glenls}s

E] oar a cepting the resu}

al Examining oar test “retroactive

rIOI' t
(élnICa €Xa |nat|o

ﬂn”\ﬂ/estler J‘%QIOH

anuary

The following statistics are from the state administered
examinations.

Alaska Dental Examination Statistics

ry BN Ay
% 1 0

Number of Examinees 25

Number Failed 16 8 4 2
Number Passed 9 17 17 18
Percentage Pass Rate 36.0% 68.0% 81.0%  90.0%

-18-



APPENDIX D

screnUE G A RV SRTsTics

Dentists licensed in State

Out-of-State Dentists licensed in State
Dental Hygienists

Dental Specialists (also have dental license)

Average number of meetings per year

-19-
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111
306

46
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. . VFr STEVE COWPER, GOVERNOR
| 11 1
DEPAInittENT OF COMMEItCE & ROBOXD
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT | e dbsses s
OFFICE OF THE COMMSSIONER
January 21, 1988
W
Mr. Randy Welker JAN a7 1338
Acting Legislative Auditor i
Division of Legislative Audit | ~.a:8IATi»l2
Budget and Audit Committee AUDIT
P.O. Box W

Juneau, AK 99811
Dear Mr. Welker:

This letter is wr'tten in response to the Budget and Audit Committee's
(hereinafter "Committee") report of its sunset performance review of the
Board of Dental Examiners (hereinafter "Board"). Below is the Department
of Commerce and Economic Development's (hereinafter "Department”)
comments on the Committee's findings and recommendations.

Response to Recommendation No. 1
The Committee, in Recommendation No. 1, finds:

1 that the "cessation of licensure by credentials restricts entry
into the dental profession in Alaska for out-of-state dentists
wishing to practice in the state"; ad

2. that the Board has "not complied" with two letters of legis-
lative intent that the Board should reinstate licensure by
credentials.

as a result of these findings, the Committee has recommended "that
licensure by credentials be nmade a mandatory function of the Board."

As the Committee is aware, the issue of admission by credentials is very
controversial. Indeed, given the constant pressure to which the Dental
Board has been subjected since its cessation of licensure by credentials
in 1984, the Department is, itself, admittedly surprised that the Board
has not taken action to resolve the dispute. The Board's refusal to take
action in this regard is of serious concern to the Department and, nore
specifically, the Division of Occupational Licensing ("Division").

08-H2LH -21-
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The Board's inactions in this regard have also received the attention of
the Office of the Governor. Governor Steve Cowper recently filled two
vacancies on the Dental Board. In making his appointments, Governor
Cowper respectfully declined to follow the recommendations of the Alaska
Dental Society (which, by and large, opposes credentialling) and,
instead, appointed dentists more favorably disposed toward licensure by
credential. Given the past make-up of the Board, these new appointments
do mhx:h_to correct the Board's previously rather imbalanced perspective
on the issue.

It is also important to recognize that the Board of Dental Examiners has
done much to improve its admission procedures, albeit in direct response
to previous performance review recommendations by the Budget and Audit
Committee. Regardless of the motivation, it must be noted that the Board
no longer offers its oan exam but, rather, utilizes an exam designed,
written and graded by the Western Regional Examination Board (WREB).
This action alone has done nmuch to deflect previously oft-expresse
criticism that the Board was primarily interested in limiting the nunmber
of dentists eligible to practice in Alaska. It should also go far in
assuring the public that qualified dentists are being licensed and in
divorcing the Board from its protectionist label.

The "protectionist” label is what lies behind the continued controversy
over credentialling. The cost of dental care in Alaska is admittedly
high. Legislative and Administration concerns for the high cost of
dental care has led these entities to conclude that the admission of
greater numbers of dentists to Alaska would lower the cost of dental
care. Previously, the Alaska-based exam was seen as one of the ways the
Board limited the number of dentists able to practice in Alaska. Now,
with the new exam procedures in place, the main focus of concern rests on
the Board's failure to provide for licensure by credentialling. At its
most recent meeting, the Division Director Randall Burns discussed with
the Board its apparent unwillingness to back doan from its decision not
to offer licensure by credential, even in the face of legislative intent
to the contrary and the obvious message sent to the Board via the
Governor's recent Board appointments. It became clear during these
discussions that the Board is in-turn concerned that this issue has
become the focus of so much legislative and administration attention.

In its defense, the Dental Board seems confused by these attempts to
force the Board to adopt admission criteria that not even a majority of
the other states have seen fit to enact into law. In addition, it iIs the
Board's understanding that a nunber of the states that currently provide
for admission by credential are presently reconsidering their decision to
provide for licensure in this manner. If so few states are firmly com
mitted to credentialling, and if — as it appears — there are a nunmber
of real problems with the concept, then the Board wonders from what
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source does the interest in credentialling come? In addition, the Board
does seem genuinely concerned that failure to require passage of an exam
plriolz to admission will greatly reduce the quality of dental practice in
Alaska.

It certainly is a complex issue, and not all of the concerns have been
fully addressed by the Legislature or the Administration. For example,
isconsure by credential in most professions requires that a good, central
source of disciplinary information be available, yet no such data bank
presently exists on dentists. The American Bar Association, in contrast,
maintains a central discipline bank on all disciplinary actions taken
against licensed attorneys which can be accessed by any of sore 53
jurisdictions.

Because the restructured Board can now more fairly adjudge the public's
interests in this matter, the Department is not presently able uo agree
or disagree with Recommendation No. 1 Rather, it would prefer to see
what results from this new make-up of the Board. With a nore balanced
membership, the issue of licensure by credential will no doubt be debated
more fully and the pros and cons of credentialling more thoroughly
researched by the Board. Under these circumstances, it seens appropriate
to continue to let the Board grapple with this important issue.

Response to Recommendation No.2

The second recommendation addresses a nunber of administrative concerns
regarding the Board's application procedures. We will address them
individually:

1 There is a recommendation that the Board eliminate the personal
interview because it is a procedure "which has not resulted in
application denial." The sole purpose of the "personal” inter-
view, as stated in a regulation recently approved by ti;e Board
for publication, is to provide for identification of the appli-
cant and to discuss with the applicant the provisions of the
Dental Board's statutes. Particularly now that the WREB exam is
administered out-of-state, with many of the applicants not per-
sonally knoan to the Board or Division staff, it is important
before licensure that the Board be assured that the person who
has applied for admission and sat for the exam is the sane
person who moves to Alaska to set up in the practice of
dentistry. In addition, since the WREB exam does not test for
knomedge of Alaska's dentistry statutes, this interview
provides an opportunity for the Board to bring pertinent provi-
sions of the statutes and regulations to the new admittee's
attention.

-23-
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While this may delay admission by a day or two at most, it is
surely in the state's best interest to take the time necessary
to avoid allowing the unscrupul us to deceive a public desirous
of quality dental care, and to assure at least a grudging
familiarity with the statutes that will guide that licensee's
practice. The Department suggests that the recommendation is
not in the public's interest.

There is a recommendation that the board should cease accepting
copies of certificates submitted by an applicant as proof of
educational attainment. "Instead of accepting copies of cer-
tificates," the Committee recommends that "the Board should
receive direct confirmation from the appropriate licensing
boards." The Department absolutely agrees with this recom
mendation and shall institute this policy immediately. The
Division wes in error not to insist on direct confirmation.

Sincerely

J. Anthany Smith
Commissioner

JAS/mst7204m

011988a
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Original sponsor: Halford

IN THE SENATE

cs FCR senaTe BILL NO 126 ( )
IN THE LEGISLATURE CF THE STATE CF ALASKA
SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the Board of Dental Examiners."
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE CF THE STATE OF ALASKA
* Section 1. AS 08.36.234 is amended to read:

Sec. 08.36.234. LICENSURE BY CREDENTIALS. The board shall [VAY]
provide for the licensing without examination of a dentist who

(1) is a graduate of a dental college accredited by the
Commission on Accreditation of the American Dental Association, or its
successor agency, and holds a certificate from the American Dental
Association Joint Commission on National Dental Examinations that the
dentist has passed the written examination given by the commission;

(2) has been licensed to practice dentistry in another
state, territory, or region with licensing requirements at least
equivalent in scope, quality and difficulty to those of this state at
the time of licensure;

(3) Is endorsed by the licensing entity in the .jurisdiction
where the dentist is currently licensed;

(4) has been engaged in continuous active practice averag-
ing at least 20 hours per week for each of the five years immediately
preceding the application;

(5) [(4)] is not the subject of an unresolved complaint,
review procedure, or disciplinary proceeding undertaken by a dental
licensing jurisdiction;
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(7) [(6)] has notfailed the clinical examination of this
state orholds a certificate from the Western Regional Examining Board
stating that the dentist has passed the clinical examination given by
that board;

(8) [(7)] is personally interviewed by the board;

(9) [(8)] pays all required fees.
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Original sponsor: Halford
IN THE SENATE

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 126 ( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to licensure of dentists; and pro-

viding for an effective date."
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* Section 1. AS 08.36.160 is amended by adding a new subsection to
read:

(e) A passing score on a clinical examination given by the
Western Regional Examining Board on or after January 1, 1982, consti-
tutes a passing score on a clinical examination required under this
chapter.

* Sec. 2. AS 08.36.234 is amended to read:

Sec. 08.36.234. LICENSURE BY CREDENTIALS. The board shall [MAY]

provide for the licensing without examination of a dentist who

(1) is a graduate of a dental college accredited by the
Commission on Accreditation of the American Dental Association, or its
successor agency, and holds a certificate from the American Dental
Association Joint Commission on National Dental Examinations that the
dentist has passed the written examination given by the commission;

(2) has been licensed to practice dentistry in another
state, territory, or region with licensing requirements at least
equivalent in scope, quality and difficulty to those of this state at
the time of licensure;

(3) is endorsed by the licensing entity in the jurisdiction
where the dentist is currently licensed; if the dentist is employed by
the federal government, the dentist must be endorsed by the employing

-1- CSSB 126( )



federal agency;

(4) has been engaged in continuous active practice averag-
ing atleast 20 hours per week foreach of the five years immediately
preceding the application;

(5) [(4)] 1s not the subject of an unresolved complaint,
review procedure, or disciplinary proceeding undertaken by a dental
licensing jurisdiction;

(6) [(5)] has not previously had a license to practice

dentistry revoked,
(7) [(6)] has not failed the clinical examination of this

statej

(8) submits to the board documentation that the dentist has
completed at least50 hours of continuing education related to den-
tistry in the threeyears preceding application for a license in this
state; the continuing education must have been approved by the licens-
Ing entity of the jurisdiction in which the education was provided;

(9) provides proof of current certification in cardiopulmo-
nary resuscitation techniques;

(10) [(7)] is personally interviewed by the board,;

(11) [(8)] pays all required fees.
Sec. 3, This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).
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1 IN THE SENATE

2 CS FOR SENATE BILL NO 126 ( )

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

5 A BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to licensure of dentists."

7 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE CF THE STATE OF ALASKA

8 * Section 1. AS 08.36.160 is amended by adding a new subsection to
9 read:

10 () A passing score on a clinical examination given bv the
u Western Regional Examining Board on or after January 1, 1982 consti-
12 tutes a passing score on a clinical examination required under this
13 chapter.

1 * Sec. 2. AS 08.36.234 is amended to read:

B Sec. 08.36.234. LICENSURE BY CREDENTIALS The board shall [VAY]
10 provide for the licensing without examination of a dentist who

“i (1) is a graduate of a dental college accredited by the
18 Commission on Accreditation of the American Dental Association, or its
B successor agency, and holds a certificate from the American Dental
20 Association Joint Commission on National Dental Examinations that the
2 dentist has passed the written examination given by the commission;

2 (2) has been licensed to practice dentistry in another
2 state, territory, or region with licensing requirements at least
2 equivalent in scope, quality and difficulty to those of this state at
2 the time of licensure;

26 (3) is endorsed bv the licensing entity in the jurisdiction
21 where the dentist is currently licensed; if the dentist is employed bv
28 the federal government, the dentist must be endorsed bv the employing

29
federal aeencv:
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(4) has been engaged in continuous active practice averag-
ing at least 20 hours per week for each of the five years immediately
preceding the application;

(5) r(4)] is not the subject of an unresolved complaint,
review procedure, or disciplinary proceeding undertaken by a dental
licensing jurisdiction;

(6) f(5)] has not previously had a license to practice
dentistry suspended or revoked;

(7) r(6)] has not failed the clinical examination of this
state”

(8) submits to the board documentation that the dentist has
completed at least 50 hours of continuing education related to clin-
ical dentistry in the three vears preceding application for a license
In this state; the continuing education must have been approved by the
American Dental Association, the Academv of General Dentistry, or the
appropriate specialty board,;

(9) provides proof of current certification in cardiopulmo-
nary resuscitation techniques;

(10) [(7)] 1is personally interviewed by the board;

(11) [(8)) pays all required fees.
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IN THE SENATE

CS FCR SENATE BILL N0 126 ( )
IN THE LEGISLATURE CF THE STATE OF ALASKA
SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to licensure of dentists.”
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE CF THE STATE COF ALASKA

* Section 1. AS 08.36.160 is amended by adding a new subsection to
read:

r\

\Yv'/ (e) A passing score on a clinical examination given by the

@)

Western Regional Examining Board within the five years preceding
licensure application under this chapter constitutes a passing score
on a clinical examination required under this chapter. The board may
accept a passing score on a clinical examination given by the Western
Regional Examining Board more than five years preceding licensure
application if the examination was taken on or after January 1, 1987.
Sec. 2. AS 08.36.234 is amended to read:
Sec. 08.36.234. LICENSURE BY CREDENTIALS. The board shall [MAY]

provide for the licensing without examination of a dentist who

(1) is a graduate of a dental college accredited by the
Commission on Accreditation of the American Dental Association, or its
successor agency, and holds a certificate from the American Dental
Association Joint Commission on National Dental Examinations that the
dentist has passed the written examination given by the commission;

(2) has been licensed to practice dentistry in another
state, territory, or region with licensing requirements at least
equivalent in scope, quality and difficulty to those of this state at
the time of licensure;

(3) is endorsed by the licensing entity in the -jurisdiction
-1- CSSB 126( )



where the dentist is currently licensed; if the dentist is employed by
the federal government, the dentist must be endorsed by the employing
federal agency;

(4) has been engaged in continuous active practice ¢
ing at least 20 hours per week for each of the five years immediately
preceding the application;

J5) [(4)] 1is not the subject of an unresolved complaint,
review procedure, or disciplinary proceeding undertaken by a dental
licensing jurisdiction;

(6) [(5)] has not previously had a license to practice
dentistry suspended for grounds similar to those specified under

AS 08.36.315, or revoked:
(7) [(6)] has not failed the clinical examination of this

states

(8) submits to the board documentation that the dentist has
completed at least 50 hours of continuing education related to clin-
ical dentistry in the three years preceding application for a license
In this state; the continuing education must have been approved by the
American Dental Association, the Academy of General Dentistry, or the
appropriate specialty board,;

(9) provides proof of current certification in cardiopulmo-
nary resuscitation techniques;

(10y [(7)] is personally interviewed by the board;

(11) [(8)] pays all required fees.

CSSB 126( ) -2-
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CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 126 ( )
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
A BILL
For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to licensure of dentists."
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE COF THE STATE OF ALASKA
* Section 1. AS 08.36.160 is amended by adding a new subsection to
read:
() A passing score on a clinical examination given by the
Western Regional Examining Board within the five years preceding
licensure application under this chapter constitutes a passing score
on a clinical examination required under this chapter. The board may
accept a passing score on a clinical examination given by the Western
Regional Examining Board more than five vyears preceding licensure
application if the examination was taken on or after January 1, 1987.
* Sec. 2. AS 08.36.234 is amended to read:
Sec. 08.36.234. LICENSURE BY CREDENTIALS. The bhoard shall [MAY]
provide for the licensing without examination, except as provided in
(10) of this section, of a dentist who
(1) i1s a graduate of a dental college accredited by the
Commission on Accreditation of the American Dental Association, or its
successor agency, and holds a certificate from the American Dental
Association Joint Commission on National Dental Examinations that the
dentist has passed the written examination given by the commission;
(2) has been licensed to practice dentistry in another
state, territory, or region of the United States with licensing ire-
quirements at least equivalent in scope, quality and difficulty to

those of this state at the time of licensure;
-1- CSB 126( )



(3) is endorsed by the licensing entity in the jurisdiction
where the dentist is currently licensed; if the dentist is employed by
the federal government, the dentist must be endorsed by the employing
federal agency;

(4) hasbeen engaged in continuous active clinical practice
averaging at least 20 hours per week for each of the five years imme-
diately preceding the application;

(5) [(4)] 1is not the subject of an unresolved complaint,
review procedure, or disciplinary proceeding undertaken by a dental
licensing jurisdiction;

(6) [(5)] has not previously had a license to practice
dentistry suspended for grounds similar to those specified under
AS 08.36.315, or revoked;

(7) [(6)] has not failed the clinical examination of this
statej

(8)submits  to the board documentation that the dentist has
completed at least 50 hours of continuing education related to clin-
icaldentistry in the three years preceding application for a license
In this state; the continuing education must have been approved by the
American Dental Association, the Academy of General Dentistry, or the
appropriate specialty board,

(9) provides proof of current certification in cardiopulmo-
nary resuscitation techniques;

(10) has passed, to the satisfaction of the board, the part
of the written examination given under AS 08.36.160 that pertains to
the state's laws on the practice of dentistry; the board may not
require a higher passing score for applicants under this section than
the board requires for applicants under AS 08.36.110;

(11) [(7)] s personally interviewed by the board,;
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A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION ORTHODONTICS EXCLUSIVELY

Kenneth ?.tMV(f‘are, i.D.S., MLS. 1)

THE MEDICAL PARK
2211 E NO. LIGHTS BLVD.. SUITE 203
ANCHORAQE. ALASKA 00504

March 30, 1989

];aB Faiks, Senator
Juneau, AYaska 00811
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March 27, 1989

Senator Dick Eliason
Alaska State Senate

Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Eliason,

The Alaska Dental Society has become aware of CSSB 126 relating

to dental license crcdentialing. This legislative proposal is
poorly worded and does not permit or require any kind of
background investigation of the applicants. It v/as introduced

to favor federal service dentists and thusly discriminates
against all others.

Passage of this Bill is definitely not in the public interest.
I urge that you oppose this measure energetically.

Sincerely,

JAC/vIDb



William R. Evans, ODS.APC
13012 Old Glen Hwy. ,Ste 102B
Eagle River ,AK 99577
April 29, 1989

Senator Richard Eliason, Chairman
Labor and Commerce Committee
Alaska State Senate

P.O. Box V

Juneau, AK 9981 1

RE: 1 SB 126
2. Alaska Dental Society Hr of April 26, 1989 to the Members of the Senate Labor and
Commerce Committee

Dear Senator Eliason:

Iwoulld appreciate your attention t a few comments Ihave regarding Dr. Kennedy"s letter of
April 26, 1989.

Dr. Kennedy alludes to two types of dental practices, those that are quality oriented and little
effected by an influx of new practitioners, and those that are dollar oriented who chose not to
commit themselves to organized dentistry”s ethical standards. In principle, Iwould like to think
that Dr. Kennedy iscorrect, but lIdoubt ifany objective analysis of this subject has been done.
It is important to remember that according to Sen. Falks, amember of the peer review
committee of the local dental society said that patients are being ""massacred by credentialed
dentists.” One may question the ethical propriety of such comments.

As lhave stated in previous testimony to the committee, Istrongly urge the inclusion of case
presentations inany credentialing process, as does Dr. Kennedy; and Iwholeheartedly concur
with his comments regarding this aspect of the process. 1also agree that a thorough background
check is not without difficulty, but mechanisms are slowly coming on lire to ease that problem.
These mechanisms, plus initiative and thoroughness on the part of the dental examiners, could
provide adequate input, The important point regarding background investigations is that if they
are so important, why are they not now being done, and has the dental association ever advocated
that they be dons. There appears to be an underlying assumption that applicants for licensure
by credentials need a more thorough background investigation than those applicants for
licensure by examination. There has yet been no documentation to support such an assumption.
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With regard to Dr. Kennedy's comments regarding enforcement mechanisns following licensure;
about ten years ago, the state of Washington established a separate Dental Disciplinary Board
empowered to deal with the issue of inept practitioners. Perhaps the state should investigate
that as an avenue for expediting action against unsafe practitioners.

| urge the committee to remember that the vast majority of dentists in the State of Alaska are
licensed by examination, and the majority of the practitioners involved in problems alluded to
by Dr. Kennedy are practitioners licensed by examination. Institution of licensure by
credentials will not have any bearing on those existing problems. That is a separate issue
unrelated to licensure by credentials, and | hope it does not cloud the committee members' focus
an the primary topic.

Respectfully,

William R Evans, DDS

o Sen. Halford



PHILLIP L. LOCKER, D.D. H.
DENALI PROFESSIONAL CENTER
3401 DENALI ST. SUITE SOI
ANCKORAQC, ALASKA 9%801-4093

(*>07) S73-SB73

February 3, 1989

Senator Jan Faiks

Alaska State Legislature
Senate

P.O. Box V

Juneaug Alaska 99811 »P

Dear Senator Faiks

Re: Senate Bill No. 126
Labor and Commerce
Reinstc.tment of Licensure by Credentials

As you know AS08.36.234 allows but does not mandate the Dental Board

to license applicants by the credentialing process rather than take

and pass a clinical examination. In 1984, the Board suspended licensure
by credentials when the AG demanded that it change its interview
procedures.

Myself, the Alaska Dental Society, the dental specialists (orthodontists,

oral surgeons, periodontists, etc) have continued to support the Dental
Boards position of not reinstating credentialing for the following reasons

1. Only 19 states currently have provisions to license by credentials.

2. 8 of the 19 states will 1issue licensure by credentials only to
candidates from states with a reciprocal agreement.

3. Kentucky, Ohio and Arkansas have recently reversed licensure by
credentials in their states because of repeated problems verifying

disciplinary action history of their applicants. In particular they
have had repeated problems with boardenng states where the applicant
had multiple active licenses. Maryland 1is in the process of abolish—

ing licensure by credentials for similar problems with disciplinary
history and other adverse experiences.

4. Not one state West of the Rocky Mountains allows licensure by
credentials (Alaska would be the only Western state to do so).

5. Historically, there has not been a totally reliable source to check

cn the applicants past history of disciplinary actions. Only 25 states
regularly report to the AADE (Am. Assn. of Dental Examiners) clearing
house for diciplinary action. The Army, Navy, and Air Force report

periodically, but the Public Health Service nas never submitted a report.

6. PL99-660, Title 1V, The Health Care Quality Improvement Act of 1986,
now requires all health care agencies and boards to collect and report
all disciplinary actions, peer review activities, and litigation outcomes
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"ublished but will be available to those who have a need to know, and
"on a case-by-case basis. This will create many problems for states
wanting to research an applicants past history in reviewing his
credentials, especially if the candidate holds multiple licenses in
several different states.

7. When the Board administered its own examination, it examined between
20-40 applicants per year. Now Alaska has joined WREB (Western Regional
Examining Board) which consists of New Mexico, Arizona, Utah, 1Idaho, Mon-—
tana and Alaska. Last year they examined 380+ candidates and this year
they project to examine over 400+ candidates. This increases those
eligible for Alaska Dental Licensure by ten fold.

8. We must also consider the budgetary implications. The WREB exam

is 100% examination funded. All travel, 1lodging, per diem, etc is funded
by the examination fees. Credentialing, 1if done correctly requires

an extinsive review of the candidates past and therefore would require

a considerable increase 1in division personnel time to research the
candidates®™ career history.

9. The overall quality of the dental graduate has decreased in recent
years. In 1979 there were 6200 students enrolled in the first year of
dental school, today there are 4200. In the early 70"s thara were as
many as 10 applicants for every position open in a dental school, last
year there was an average of only one applicant for every opening in

the first year of dental education. Licensure examinations across
the country have a steady decrease in the percentage of applicants
passing their examinations. There are many reasons for these trends,

but credentialing is not the answer.

In summary, | do not support licensure by credentials since the process
appears to be a sham in many states which employ this mechanism. No
Western states currently use this licensing modality, and those Eastern
states that do simply conduct a paper review of the credentials, without
so much as a cursory 1investigation of the licensee®"s career record of
competency. This type of quality assesment does not fulfill the Board®"s
primary objective to “Safeguard the health and safety of the public™.
When national continuing competence assurance happens and when the
competency of licensees 1is assessed periodically, national licensure

by credentials could become a reality. This is not the case now, and

should not be the case in Alaskal

Qdrifi(,rpl v .

Phillip L. Locker, DDS

cc: Senator Rick Halford



\ Dental Societ
3D

orerd ReoL
A

April 26, 1989

Members Senate Labor and Commerce Committee
State of Alaska

Dear Senators,

I would like to thank you for giving the Alaska Dental Society (ADS)
the opportunity to submit comments regarding SB126. We realize that
your committee has been hard at work on this bill for several months.
Unfortunately, due to communication breakdowns, we did not receive
notice of hearings in time to make an appropriate response.

Several days ago I spoke with Sheila Peterson 1in Senator Eliason®s office.
She asked me to comment on the modified version o»f SB126. In my conversa—
tion with Ms. Peterson, 1 attempted to express ADS concerns regarding SB126
specifically, as well as the method of credentialing outlined in the Bill.

Contrary to popular belief and previous testimony before your committee,

the ADS does not oppose credentialing for "turf protection”™ reasons. The
va3t majority of dental providers in Alaska are high quality service oriented
professionals. The patients in our offices are service, quality and value
driven. They see their chosen dentists because of the trust, attention,

and personal relationships developed over years of association. As a result,
these people refer their families and friends. The influx of new practition—
ers has very little effect on practices like these. It does have an effect
on the high volume, dollar driven practices where profit and not quality
professional services are the primary motivations. The majority of the
practitioners in this latter category have chosen not to be members 1in the
ADS. Their lack of participation is based on disinterest in their profession
and an unwillingness to commit themselves to "organized dentisty®"s"™ ethical
standards. What 1is clear, 1is that for the vast majority of the Alaska

Dental Society members, new practitioner competition is not a major concern.

Now, to get back to our reasons for opposing SB126. I will divide my com—
ments into two basic categories. First, 1 will discuss the problems we feel
are associated on granting licensure without examination; and second, | will
comment on the existing administrative procedures involved in disciplining
already licensed practitioners. )

As I mentioned to Ms. Peterson, we have grave reservations as to the ability
of The Department of Occupational Licensing and/or the Board of Dental Ex-—
aminers to effectively and thoroughly investigate an applicant®s previous
technical, ethical, and disciplinary history. This information is not always
readily available. You have heard testimony as to use of national disciplinary
reporting agencies such as the American Association of Dental Examiners,
(AADE), and the new National Practitioner Data Bank. Information we have
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received indicates that not all states participate 1in reporting to these
agencias-25% of the states do not report to the aade clearing house,

many of them in the West. The U.S. Public Health Service (which has
many dentists employed in Alaska) also does not report to AADE. Also,
SB126 addresses "unresolved complaints". Information or complaints under

investigation and unresolved dl€ not available for obvious legal reasons.
The extra time and effort to investigate and supplement applications would
have to be very costly to the State if done properly.

We have been specifically asked if The West. Regional Exam. Board does

a background 1investigation on its exam candidates. I am no expert on
WREB®"s policies, but I understand that they do not require a background
check as is proposed in the credentialing process. WREB 1is only a tent—
ing agency, not a licensing authority. They leave licensing up to each

of their member states and therofore also the burden of a comprehensive
background check. WREB does do one thing that SB126 cannot, and that
is examine clinical competence. SB126 allows for only a personal
interview. As you know, before the AG"s Office reversed Its position
on how the personal interview was being conducted in 1984, the Board
felt the credentialing process was acceptable. They had required pre—
sentations of cane histories and studies. The candidates wore able to
present examples of their finest dentistry. The Board only saw what
each candidate felt was his/her best. It seemed to be very fair, 1indeed.
This pre-1984 oral interview was also valuable to the Board in another
way . It allowed the Board to question the candidates and find out how
they felt about their dentistry and their patients. Because dentistry
is such a technical science and we see complicated ethical situations
daily, the ADS feels that this type of oral interview-exam is mandatory

to a successful credentialing process.

To summarize our objections to the pre-licensing procedures of SB126,
I would like to reiterate our two primary concerns:
1) the inability to assure a thorough and accurate prior professional
history and competence
2) the inability to examine applicants through presentation of case
histories in conjunction with their oral interview

I would now like to proceed to an aspect of licensure only touched upon in
your previous hearings. One of the federal service dentists testified that
"the best place to handle potentially incompetent or unethical practitioners
is not in the licensure process, but by enforcement mechanisms after lic—

ensure”. in concept this seems correct, but historically we have found
it to be lust the opposite. We believe that the State has the respon—
sibility to its citizens to do everything possible to limit thier ex—
posure to a potentially unsafe provider. But, the theory of taking
disciplinary action against an already licensed dentist, historically 1is
just that, a theory. The Board of Dental Examiners has been handcuffed
m it"s efforts to protect the public from fraudulent, unethical, or
even dangerous providers. It has been very frustrating over the years
to watch the AG"s Office drag its heels in processing investigations and
complaints. I can®t think of even one license ever being revoked. As an

example, there 1is one case on record where the dental community pursued
multiple complaints against one practitioner for almost 20 years before any
action could be taken. In the end, this individual voluntarily relinquish—
ed hi” dental Ilicense and retired. Please consider, as we did, the realitlm
of an overloaded, noncommittal enforcement system compromising the many
patients who selected this dentist during those 20 years, expeeting to
receive competent clinical care.

Why this long history of indifference? Alaska®s Administrative Procedures
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preclude the Board from any licensing discipline until after Occupational
Licensing, the AG"s Office, and finally a hearing officer have made their
recommendations. This laborious process has resulted in accused and recur—
rent offenders continuing to practice and harm the unsuspecting citizens of
our State for months and frequently years after complaints and investig—
ations have been filed. This type of disciplinary response is reprehensible.

With this historic background, lacking effectiveness, and the poor
cooperation from the AG"s Office in the past, we are understandably
very cautious when the licensing question 1is raised. The only feasible
method under the current situation to license dentists and assure
Alaska®s high standard of dental care and thus protect the public from
potential harm is the examination process currently employed by WREB.

Should the legislature put into place a mechanism by which the Dental
Board could more expeditiously regulate and take disciplinary action
against an offender®s license, then the Alaska Dental Society®"s position
on credentialing could be relaxed. Thus far, however, entry level control

through examination is the only acceptable alternative.

I realize that this statement of position does not address all aspects
of SB126. I would like to make myself and other ADS leaders available
to you for verbal discussion.

Please advise me as to your wishes 1in this regard.

Sincerely,

K , S ——
President
Alaska Dental society
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March 28, 19S0

Senator Richard Eliason
P.0. Box V (MS 3100)
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Eliason:

Enclosed is a position statement from the Alaska Dental Society regarding
CS for Senate Bill 126 - dental licensure by credentials.

It is our understanding that this bill will be heard on the Senate Floor

in reconsideration next Thursday, \pril 5th. Once again, we urge you to
review our position in the hopes that (even with your YES vote) you will
have all the information at hand, and may even consider a change in vote
from YES to NO.

Our main premis* for opposition remains consistent - Dentistry in Alaska

has not only maintained a high professional image, but with the advent of

the Western Regional Examining Board exam, there is an excellent mechanism

for clinically qualified practitioners to come to Alaska and establish practice
locations. All of us can be proud of the dental treatment provided to the
citizens of Alaska.

Alaska Dental Society



Al Dental ciat
%gﬂﬂdﬁﬂj &Eﬁy N Qutline of Argunents Toward

Defeat of CS for Senate Bill 126
277—-’55
DENTAL LICENSURE BY CREDENTIALS

There seem to be two main areas of concern:
I. Not jeopardizing the high level of quality dental care that Alaskans now receive

I1. Dispelling the myth of "turf protecting”™ that has been a continuous accusation
since statehood.

I. Alaska has a very high level of quality dental care at tne present time. There is
no reason to jeopardize that level of care. Rather, what we need are the tools to
enhance that quality of care - ie, a stronger dental board with more disciplinary

power .

A. Although most dentists in Alaska and the ADA support the idea of credentialing,
we oppose this bill because the systems just simply are not in place to adequately
protect the public.

The American Association of Dental Examiners and the National Practitioner Data
Bank do not have thorough or complete information on dentists who have been
involved in malpractice, drug abuse, fraud, morals charges and peer review
investigations. A large percentage of states as well as several branches of the
military do not share their information with AADE. The NPDB has never gotten
off the ground and when it does, will start from thatdate forward and will take
at least five years before incoming data is relevant.

These are the only organizations available to check the background of a potential
applicant for credentialing nationwide.

Of the states that have tried credentialling, three have already dropped it
because of the problems they have had. (ARK, 1987; OH, 1984; TN, 1988.)

B. Current state and regional exams are not equal in requirements or standards.
Dental schools across the country do not have equal standards for their graduates
Until these standards become equal, the best way to determine competence is by
clinical examination.

C. Dentistry is a relatively stable profession. There exists an element of risk
in individuals who move from state to state five years (or more) after having
graduated from dental school. Some practitioners may be running from problems,
personal or legal..there is no sure way to check on questionable pasts for anyone

applying for licensure through credentials. Alaskahas often been viewed by
unscrupulous professionals as a "last frontier.”™ Why opena licensure mechanism
for them?

D. Recently a representati® ..con CNA - the dental malpractice liability carrier -

stated that Alaska has never had a successful court judgement against a dentist.
This demonstrates the relatively high livel of professionals we have in Alaska.

E. The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services in a study on credentialing, stated
that before national credentialing can become areality, wewill need:
1. an acceptable NATIONAL clinical exam

2. uniform standards of dental schools
3. state boards with better communication andsharing ofdisciplinary actions

and continuing competency assessments.



F. Dental school enrollments are down drastically with some classes not being
able to be filled. This means that the schools have had to lower their
standards therefore the quality of recent graduates is going down rather than
going up. Tougher testing is needed to weed out those not qualified.

G. Dentistry does not have any means of monitoring dentists already licensed
as opposed to physicians (who are constantly monitored by review boards in
hospitals). Once a dentist receives his license (ie by credentialing) it takes
a lot of effort t " the Division of Occupational Licensing to revoke
this priviledge - usually at the expense of many damaged patients.

"Turf Protecting” This argument has always been with us since statehood and is
fundamentally untrue as the numbers prove.

A. There are far more dentists in Alaska per capita than the national average.
1,753 persons per licensed dentist (nationwide)

1,252 persons per licensed dentist (Alaska)
28.6% more dentists in Alaska than the national average

IT you subtract the military and native groups from the general population - because
they receive their own federal-funded care - there are:

933 persons per licensed dentist (Alaska) or 47% more licensed dentists in
Alaska than the national average.

B. There has been an increase of 34% in the number of licensed dentists in Alaska in the
last 10 years:
1979 - 323 Alaska licensed dentists
1989 - 424 Alaska licensed dentists
In addition, to this, there are more than 100 military and PHS dentists in Alaska.

C. Distributionofdentists throughout the state is no longer a problem. There is
not a townorvillage in this state that doesnot receive some form of dental care,
public or private. All towns that would support a full-time or even a part-time
practice in the state are being cared for.

D. There aremore than 1,600 dentists who havepassed the Western Regional Examining
Board exam and only have to complete "paperwork™ to receive an Alaska license.
This number increases by hundreds yearly.

E. All recommendations have been complied with as requested by the Alaska legislature:

For example:
-Alaska joined the WesternRegional Examining Board

-The WREB exam is given byunbiased examiners mostly from other states

-The exam is given in various %eographical locations
-The exam is given4 times each year

F. The increased number of dentists in Alaska has led to various methods of marketing,
ie, advertising in newspapters, T.V., radio and yellow pages. "Discount” dentists
exist and advertise reduced rates for various procedures. The public has a wide
range of practitioners to choose from.



SUMMARY

We believe we have the best position for credentialing as written in our
own present dental statute.

Using "may" instead of "shall™ leaves the door open for credentialing when
it has all the ingredients to mate it work nationally. (That may be 3-5 years

down the road.)

Some states have tried licensure by credentials in some form and three have
already withdrawn its availability because of problems and other states have
added extra provisions (oral exam in South Dakota) as a prerequisite to
licensure by credentials.

The ADA has a national position in favor of credentialing (as we do)/ but
admits that more standardization of clinical tests as woll as more effective
collection and dissemination of information on practicing dentistr. needs to

be established.

The basic point is "if it isn"t broke/ why fix it?" The numbers show great
strides have been made in increasing the number of dentists in Alaska - 34% in
the last 10 years and 47% more licensed dentists per capita than the national
average. Further/ Alaska belongs to and participates in the Western Regional
Examining Board. !

The motivation for this bill comes from a handful of military dentists who
don"t want to make the effort to take a clinical exam.

96% of the Alaska licensed dentists surveyed/ opposed this bill.
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Dear Senator;

Thie artl !'* in from the March 20th Issue of the Eureka, California

Nos - St-y:<3»ird newspaper.

sicions are able to freely relocate. That 1is very convenient

- the physician; however, patients trust that someone 1is looking
0 fo*- patient interests. As you see from this article, that

trent 1is misplaced, at. least in the State of California where the
State apf-oars to be powerless to prevent Dr. Nickels®™ move from
p-"okinc Oregon to Smith River, California. I am personally
familiar w.th this case and it could well be a tragedy waiting

to happen.

Plwase vote NO on SB 176, Thursday, April 5th. As dentists we
de3ire freedom of movement also, but we should have it only when
that freedom is granted solely to “c

fully nullified, capable, conscien- r T
*m" m _entlsts with proven I1/0CtOF pFOOed
clttis* in Oregon opens

in Smith River

SMITH RIVER (UH) — A Brook-
ings, Ore.,doctor, whoretired while
the Oregon Board of Medical Exam-
iners investigated his practice, hsi
beon grantealand-uao permits io
build amedical f&eiXity across the
border in Smith River.

Dr. Russell Nickel* voluntarily
retired from practicing medicine in
Or effective July I'andsur-
rendered his Oregon medical
license, according toDave LaDuw.
the medical board’s chief in-
vestigator.

LaDuc* wild by retiring, Nickels
avoided having the findings from the
mcdiral boara Investigation rekas-
adto the public.

"There would have boen some
disciplinary action taken andwe
could have released the inform:
tlon, " hesatd.

Last week. Nickels wus granted
permits to build anew facility thd
start practicing in Smith River.

LaDuca said the Federation of
State Mtdical Boards will be notified
of the Nickftl* case, but, accordino to
Curry County's district attorney, no
actions huve been filed or are inthe

*rk- . . ... i



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR ELIASON DEAR: SENATOR ELIASON

NAME: DR. PHIL DOLEAC NAME: JAMES F. ANDRUS
TITLE: TITLE:
ADDRESS: 616 WAINNRIGHT ROAD ADDRESS: 3250 LATOUCHE ST., APT. J-1B
CITY: FT. WAINNRIGHT ZIP: 99703 CITY: ANCHORAGE, ALASKA ZIP: 99508
PHONE: 356-3010 PHONE: 261-4129
BILL NO:

BILL NO: SB 126

SUBJECT: DENTAL LICENSING BY CREDENTIALS

MESSAGE: | STRONGLY SUPPORT THE PASSAGE OF SB 126. IT WOULD ALLOW GREATER
AVAILABILITY OF DENTAL CARE AND SPECIALITY DENTAL CARE TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC.
THE CURRENT DENTAL SOCIETY POSITION ON THIS BILL IS DESIGNEO TO LIMIT
COMPETITION AND KEEP THE COST OF DENTAL SERVICES HIGH.

SUBJECT: SEAT BELT BILLS

MESSAGE: OUR SENATORS TELL US THEY CARE ... IN A FASHION THAT WE CANNOT BEAR...
THEY MAKE US WEAR BELTS... THAT GIVE US BIG WELTS... OR FRFEDOM GROAS EVER
MORE RARE. AS IMPORTANT AS SEAT BELTS ARE, LIMITING GOVERNMENT'S REACH

INTO OR LIVES IS MORE IMPORTANT. KILL HB 105.

EOM-FZ
POMID: 07171327 POMID: 03173720
DATE: 05/04/89 DATE: 05/04/89
TIME: 17:13:27 TIME: 17:37:20
LIONAME: FAIRBANKS LIO LIONAME: ANCHORAGE LIO
COPIES: SENATORS COPIES: REPRESENTATIVES REPRESENTATIVES SENATORS
ADAMS BARNES BOUCHER ADAMS
BINKLEY BOYER BROMN BINKLEY
COGHILL CATO COLLINS COGHILL
DUNCAN COTTEN DAVIDSON DUNCAN
FAHRENKAMP DAVIS, C. DAVIS, M. FAHRENKAMP
FAIKS DONLEY ELLIS FAIKS
FISCHER FINKELSTEIN FOSTER FISCHER
FRANK FURNACE GOLL FRANK
HALFORD GRUENBERG GRUSSENOORF HALFORD
JONES HANLEY HOFFMAN JONES
KELLY HUDSON JACKO KELLY
KERTTULA KOPONEN LARSON KERTTULA
PEARCE LEMAN MACLEAN PEARCE
POURCHOT MARTIN MENARD POURCHOT
RODEY MILLER NAVARRE RODEY
STURGULEWSKI PETTYJOHN PHILLIPS STURGULEWSKI
SZYMANSKI RIEGER SHARP SZYMANSKI
UEHLING SHULTZ SWACKHAMMER UEHLING
ZHAROFF TAYLOR ULMER ZHAROFF
WALLIS ZAWACKI



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR ELIASON DEAR: SENATOR ELIASON

NAME: JANES F. ANDRUS NAME: COL. RICHARO M. HOPKINS
TITLE: TITLE:
ADORESS: 3250 LATOUCHE ST., APT. J-IG ADDRESS: 79 BIRCH HILL DRIVE

CITY: ANCHORAGE ZIP: 99500 CITY: FT. RICHARDSON ZIP: 99505
PHONE: 261-9129 PHONE: 920-3919
BILL NO: BILL MO: SB 126
SUBJECT: SEATBELT BILLS SUBJECT: DENTAL LICENSING BY CREDENTIALS
MESSAGE: TO THE HOUSE CAME AMENDMENTS OF NOTE... BUT THEY COULDN'T SEE HOW MESSAGE: | STRONGLY ENCOURAGE YOUR SUPPORT OF SD 126. THIS BILL, WHICH WOULD

PROVIDE LICENSURE, BY CREDENTIALS, WOULD INCREASE THE AVAILABILITY OF DENTAL
CARE TO ALL PEOPLE IN ALASKA AT A REDUCED COST. PLEASE GIVE YOUR SUPPORT TO
THIS IMPORTANT LEGISLATION.

THEY SHOULD VOTE... WHEN THEY VOTE THE WRONG NAY... WE MAY CERTAINLY SAY...
THAT THEY FOLLOW A SCRIPT NO ONE WROTE... MANDATORY SEAT BELT LAWS MAKE EVEN
LESS SENSE THAN THE HOUSE. = SPARE US FROM HB 105 AND SD 59.

POMID: 03083909 POMID: 03090117
DATE: 05/05/09 DATE: 05/05/09
TIME: 08:39:09 TIME: 09:01:17

LIONAME: ANCHORAGE LIO LIONAME: ANCHORAGE LIO
REPRESENTATIVES REPRESENTATIVES =~ SENATORS COPIES: SENATORS
BARNES BOUCHER ADAMS ADAMS
BOYER BROWN BINKLEY BINKLEY
CATO COLLINS COGHILL COGHILL
COTTEN DAVIDSON DUNCAN DUNCAN
DAVIS, C. DAVIS, M. FAHRENKAMP FAHRENKAMP
DONLEY ELLIS FAIKS FAIKS
FINKELSTEIN FOSTER FISCHER FISCHER
FURNACE GOLL FRANK FRANK
GRUEN3ERG GRUSSENDORF HALFORD HALFORD
HANLEY HOFFMAN JONES JONES
HUDSON JACKO KELLY KELLY
KOFCNEN LARSON KERTTULA KERTTULA
LEMAN MACLEAN PEARCE PEARCE
MARTIN MENARD POURCHOT POURCHOT
MILLER NAVARRE RODEY RODEY
PETTYJOHN PHILLIPS STURGULEWSKI STURGULEWSKI
RIEGER SHARP SZYMANSKI SZYMANSKI
SHULTZ SWACKHAMMER UEHLING UEHLING
TAYLOR ULMER ZHAROFF ZHAROFF
WALLIS ZAWACKI



DEAR:

NAME:
TITLE:
ADDRESS:
CITY:
PHONE:
DILL MO
SUBJECT:
MESSAGE:

PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

SENATOR ELIASON

VALERIE AND OR. JASOM RAMPTOM

9711 TAKLI CIRCLE

EAGLE RIVER ZIP: 99577

699-9563

SD 126

DENTAL LICENSING BY CREDENTIALS

SB 126 WILL SOON BE BROGUHT UP FOR A VOTE ON THE SENATE FLOOR. THIS

WOULD ALLOW QUALIFIED DENTISTS LICENSURE BASED ON THEIR CREDENTIALS. THIS BILL
IS SUPPORT DY APPROXIMATELY 100 DENTISTS THROUGHOUT ALL OF ALASKA. PLEASE
SUPPORT THIS BILL.

POMID!
DATE:
TIME:

LIONAME:

COPIES:

03139003
05/05/09
13:90:03
ANCHORAGE LIO

SENATORS

ADAMS
BINKLEY
COGHILL
DUNCAN
FAHRENKAMP
FAIKS
FISCHER
FRANK
HALFORD
JONES
KELLY
KERTTULA
PEARCE
POURCHOT
RODEY
STURGULEWSKI
SZYMANSKI
UEHLING
ZHAROFF

DEAR:

NAME:
TITLE:
ADDRESS:
CITY:
PHONE:
BILL MO:
SUBJECT!
MESSAGE:

PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE
SENATOR ELITASON

VIVICA CARR

PO BOX 290663

ANCHORAGE ZIP: 99529

269-2639

HB 03

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., HOLIDAY

WITH ALL TYPES OF VIOLENCE AND RACISM ON THE RISE, AND WORLD PEACE

JEOPARDIZED DAILY, WE AS A NATION NEED A COSNTANT REMINDER OF WHERE WE HAVE
COME FROM AND WHERE WE DO NOT WISH TO RETURN. KEEP THE DREAM ALIVE! HONOR
A TRUE AMERICAN KING. PLEASE SUPPORT HD 03.

POMID:
DATE:
TIME:

LIONAME:

COPIES:

03132095
05/05/09
13:20:95
ANCHORAGE LIO

SENATORS

ADAMS
BINKLEY
COGHILL
DUNCAN
FAHRENKAMP
FAIKS
FISCHER
FRANK
HALFORD
JONES
KELLY
KERTTULA
PEARCE
POURCHOT
RODEY
STURGULEWSKI
SZYMANSKI
UEHLING
ZHAROFF



DEAR:

MANE:
TITLE:
ADDRESS!
CITY:
PHONE:
DILL NO:
SUD.IECT:
MESSAGE:

PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

SENATOR ELIASON

WILLIAM AMSBERRY

2930 HASTINGS LANE

ANCHORAGE ZIP: 99509

3T0-1023

SB 126

DENTAL LICENSING BY CREDENTIALS

| STRONGLY URGE PASSAGE OF SB 126. | FEEL IT WILL REDUCE THE COSTS OF

DENTISTRY IN ALASKA AND AT THE SAME TIME MAINTAIN QUALITY CARE AND INCREASE
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AVAILABLE TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC.

POMIO:
DATE:
TIME:

LIONAME:

COPIES:

03160339
05/05/09
16:03:39
ANCHORAGE LIO

SENATORS

ADAMS
BINKLEY
COGHILL
DUNCAN
FAHRENKAMP
FAIKS
FISCHER
FRANK
HALFORD
JONES
KELLY
KERTTULA
PEARCE
POURCHOT
RODEY
STURGULEWSKI
SZYMANSKI
UEHLING
ZHAROFF

OEAR!

name;
TITLE:
ADORESS:
CITY!
PHONE:
BILL NO:
SUDJECT!
MESSAGE:

POMID:
DATE:
TIME:

LIONAME!

COPIES:

SENATOR ELIASON

joy darbee

P 0 BOX 111215

ANCHORAGE
269-1703
HB 105

MANDATORY SEATBELT3

PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

ZIP: 99511

PLEASE VOTE YES AND PASS THROUGH THE SENATE.

03162316
05/05/09
16:23:10

ANCHORAGE LIO

SENATORS

STURGULEWSKI
RODEY

KELLY
KERTTULA



OEAR: SENATOR ELIASON

NAME: MARIA MASSEY
TITLE:

ADDRESS: 1015 SHIRLEY
CITY: NORTH POLE
PHONE: 900-3339

BILL NO:

SUDJECT: PERMANENT FUND

MESSAGE: | AM OPPOSED TO RAIDING THE PERMANENT FUND. CUT GOVERNMENT EXPENSES.

POMID: 07092009

DATE: 09/20/09

TIME: 09:20:09
LIONAME: FAIRBANKS LIO

REPRESENTATIVES

BARNES
DOYER
CATO
COTTEN
DAVIS, C.
DONLEY
FINKELSTEIN
FURNACE
GRUENBERG
HANLEY
HUDSON
KOPONEN
LEMAN
MARTIN
MILLER
PETTYJOHN
RIEGER
SHULTZ
TAYLOR
WALLIS

PUDLIC OPINION MESSAGE

REPRESENTATIVES

BOUCHER
BROMN
COLLINS
OAVIDSON
DAVIS, M.
ELLIS

FOSTER

GOLL
GRUSSENDORF
HOFFMAN
JACKO
LARSON
MACLEAN
MENARD
NAVARRE
PHILLIPS
SHARP
SWACKHAMMER
ULMER
ZAWACKI

ZIP: 99705

SENATORS

ADAMS
BINKLEY
COGHILL
DUNCAN
FAHRENKAMP
FAIKS
FISCHER
FRANK
HALFORD
JONES
KELLY
KERTTULA
PEARCE
POURCHOT
RODEY
STURGULEWSKI
SZYMANSKI
UEHLING
ZHAROFF

DEAR:

NAME:

TITLE:

ADDRESS:
CITY:
PHONE:
BILL NO:
SUBJECT:
MESSAGE:

POMID:
DATE:
TIME:

LIONAME:

COPIES:

SENATOR ELIASON

DANIEL G. VESTAL

21-571 G LEMON AVE
ELEMENDORF AFB
753-6900

SB 126

DENTAL LICENSING BY CREDENTIALS

PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

ZIP-* 99506

| AM AN ORAL HYGIENIST IN THE AIR FORCE. | SUPPORT SB 126. | HAVE
WORKED CLOSELY WITH SOVE OF THE DENTIST TRYING TO BECOME ALASKA LICENSED.
THEY ARE NOT ONLY RESPECTED IN THE COMMUNITY, BUT THEIR QUALIFICATIONS AND
CONTINUING EDUCATION SHOULD MAKE THEM PRIME CANDIDATES FOR RECEIVING AN
ALASKAN DENTAL LICENSE.

03101002
09/20/09
10:10:02
ANCHORAGE LIO

SENATORS

FAIKS
KERTTULA
COGHILL
HALFORD
RODEY



dear. senator eliason

name: DR. DENNIS GIESER (SIC>
TITLE?

ADDRESS: 11936 WILDERNESS DRIVE
CITY: ANCHORAGE, ALASKA ZIP: 99516
PHONE: 365-7030

BILL NO: SB 126

SUBJECT: DENTAL LICENSING BY CREDENTIALS

MESSAGE: THIS BILL IDENTIFIES INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE PROVEN THEMSELVES
CLINICALLY AS WELL AS ETHICALLY FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE PUBLIC. ALTHOUGH
NOT FOOL PROOF (NOTHING IS) IT IS SUPERIOR TO A ONE TIME CLINICAL
EVALUATION SINCE IT MEASURES MUCH MORE. HOW MANY DENTISTS CURRENTLY
PRACTICING IN THIS STATE WOULD MEET ALL THESE CRITERIA?

POMID: 03103108

DATE: 06/20/89

TIME: 10:31:08
LIONAME: ANCHORAGE LIO

COPIES: SENATORS

FAIKS
HALFORD
RODEY
COGHILL
KERTTULA

PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE
DEAR: SENATOR ELIASON

NAME: EDWARD KROHN
TITLE: AREA CHAIR/DUCKS UNLIMITED
ADDRESS: BOX 587
CITY: SOLDOTNA, ALASKA ZIP: 99669
PHONE: £62-5865
BILL NO: SB 186
SUBJECT: REDOUBT BAY CRITICAL HABITAT AREA
MESSAGE: | WOULD URGE PASSAGE OF SB186 TO PROTECT CRITICAL HABITAT IN REDOUBT
BAY, AT THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE TIME.

POMID: 13102632

DATE: 06/28/89

TIME: 10:26:32
LIONAME: SOLDOTNA LIO

REPRESENTATIVES ~ SENATORS

MENARD ADAMS
DAVIDSON BINKLEY
JACKO COGHILL
FOSTER DUNCAN
NAVARRE FAHRENKAMP
FURNACE FAIKS
SHARP FISCHER
HUDSON FRANK
DAVIS, M. HALFORD
JONES
KELLY
KERTTULA
PEARCE
POURCHOT
RODEY
STURGULEWSKI
SZYMANSKI
UEHLING

ZHAROFF



PUBLIC OPINION VESSAGE

CEAR SHNATCR ELIASON

NAME :
TITLE:
ADDRESS:
CITY:
PHONE:
BILL NO:
SUBJECT:
MESSAGE:

NELS FRANKLIN

SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER, SOUTHWEST REGION

BOX 90

MANOKOTAK, ALASKA ZIP: 99628

289-1062

SB 15

NEGOTIATIONS BY PUBLIC SCHOOL EMPLOYEES

AS A BOARD MEMBER OF SOUTHWEST REGION SCHOOL DISTRICT AND AS A PARENT,

I AM DEFINITELY OPPOSED TO SB15. OUR CHILDREN AND SCHOOLS WILL SUFFER IF THIS
BECOMES LAW, WE LOSE LOCAL CONTROL AND FLEXIBILITY. THE UNIONS AND TEACHERS

MIGHT AS WELL BECOME THE SCHOOL BOARDS.

PLEASE DO NOT ALLOW SD15 TO MOVE FROM

COMMITTEE OR TO PASS THE SENATE. THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION.

POMID:
DATE:
TIME:

L IONAME :

COPIES:

06116322
06/28/89
11:63:22
DILLINGHAM LIO
REPRESENTATIVE SENATORS
JACKO FISCHER
JONES
ADAMS
KELLY
DUNCAN
BINKLEY
UEHL ING
FRANK
PEARCE
ZHAROFF
FAIKS
STURGULEWSKI
COGHILL
HALFORD

COPIES: REPRESENTATIVE

PUBLIC CPINION MESSAGE
CEAR BWATCR ELIAON

NAME: DR. POWELL TROTTER

TITLE: DENTIST
ADDRESS: 1216 MAOSEN

CITY: KODIAK ZIP: 99615

PHONE: 686-5956
BILL NO: SB 126
SUBJECT: DENTAL LICENSING BY CREDENTIALS
MESSAGE: AM AN 11 YEAR RESIOENT WHO CAN DRING ADDITION OF FEDERAL MONEY TO

STATE VIA RETIREMENT INCOME AND STATE SHARING OF MY HIGH FEDERAL
TAX PAYMENTS. WITHOUT DENTAL CREDENTIALING 1 MUST LEAVE STATE.
LONER DENTAL FEES FOR OUR RESIDENTS IS POSSIBLE WITH COMPETITION.
SUPPORT Sb 126.

POMID: 09113319

DATE: 06/28/09
TIME: 11:30:19

LIONAME: KODIAK LIO

SENATORS

DAVIDSON RODEY
FAIKS
KERTTULA
COGHILL
ZHAROFF



PUBLIC CPINION MESSAGE

CEAR: HVATCR ELIASON

NAME :
TITLE:
ADDRESS:
CITY:
PHONE :
BILL NO:
SUBJECT:
MESSAGE:

POMID:
DATE:
TIME:

LIONAME:

COPIES:

OR. R. MAYBERRY

HCR 1116 SAWMILL CIRCLE

KODIAK ZIP:
406-69*7

SB 126

DENTAL LICENSING BY CREDENTIALS

1 WOULD LIKE TO ENCOURAGE SUPPORT OF SB 126. PASSAGE OF THI3 BILL
WOULD [INCREASE THE AVAILADILITY OF DENTAL CARE TO ALASKAN RE3IJENTS
AT A REASONABLE COST.

99615

09122104

04/28/09

12:21:04

KODIAK LIO

REPRESENTATIVE SENATORS

DAVIDSON ZHAROFF
RODEY
FAIKS
KERTTULA
COGHILL

CEAR SENATCR  ELIASON

NAME:
TITLE:
ADDRESS:
CITY:
PHONE:
BILL NO:
SUBJECT:
MESSAGE:

PICK UP THESE JOBS.

PLDLIC CPINION VESSACE

ED AND SHIRLEY SCHENDERLINE

540 WEST POTTER DRIVE

ANCHORAGE
563-3108

RASPBERRY ROAD PROJECT

I"THINK SOMETHING SHOULD BE DONE SO THAT THE LOCAL CONTRACTORS CAN
SMALLER CONTRACTORS CANNOT PICKUP THE BIG JOBS THE WAY

THEY"1/E WORKED OUT THIS PROJECT.

POMID:
OATE:
TIME:

L IONAME:

COPIES:

03142420
04/28/89
14:24:20
ANCHORAGE LIO

REPRESENTATIVES

BARNES
BOYER
CATO
COTTEN
DAVIS, C.
DONLEY
FINKELSTEIN
FURNACE
GRUENBERG
HANLEY
HUDSON
KOPONEN
LEMaN
MARTIN
MILLER
PETTYJOHN
RIEGER
SHULTZ
TAYLOR
WALLIS

REPRESENTATIVES

BOUCHER
BROWN
COLLINS
DAVIDSON
DAVIS, M.
ELLIS
FOSTER

GOLL
ORUSSENDORF
HOFFMAN
JACKO
LARSON
MACLEAN
MENARD
NAVARRE
PHILLIPS
SHARP
SWACKHAMMER
ULMER
ZAWACKI

ZIP: 99§18

SENATORS

ADAMS
BINKLEY
COGHILL
DUNCAN
FAHRENKAMP
FAIKS
FISCHER
FRANK
HALFORD
JUNES
KELLY
KERTTULA
PEARCE
POURCHOT
RODEY
STURGULEWSKI
SZYMANSKI
UEHLING
ZHAROFF



CEAR AR ELIASON

NAME :
TITLE:
ADDRESS:
CITY:
PHONE :
BILL NO:
SUBJECT:
-1ESSAGE:

SERIOUS ABOUT A FAIR COMPROMISE.

ROD MCCOY

PUBLIC CPINION MESCGE

7749 OLD HARBOR ROAD

ANCHORAGE
337-613B
SB 15

NEGOTIATIONS BY PUBLIC SCHOOL EMPLOYEES
PLEASE DON®"T LET SB 15 BE HELD HOSTAGE BY THE AASB.
NEA-ALASKA HAS PUT FORTH 3 DIFFERENT

ZIP:

PROPOSALS PLEASE MOVE ON ONE OF THEM NOW.

POMID:
DATE:
TIME!

LTONAME:

COPIES:

03124000
04/25/09
12:40:00
ANCHORAGE LI1O

SENATORS

ADAMS
BINKLEY
COGHILL
DUNCAN
FAHRENKAMP
FAIKS
FISCHER
FRANK
HALFORD
JONES
KELLY
KERTTULA
PEARCE
POURCHOT
RODEY
STURGULEWSKI
SZYMANSKI
UEHLING
ZHAROFF

99504

THEY ARE NOT

PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR ELIASON

NAME: DR. JAMES E. DOWERS
TITLE: USA DENTAL CLINIC
ADDRESS: HSDX-DD-R
CITY: FT. RICHARDSON ZIP: 99505
PHONE: 062-0109
BILL NO: SB 126
SUBJECT: DENTAL LICENSING BY CREDENTIALS
MESSAGE: 1 STRONGLY ENCOURAGE YOU TO VOT* FAVORABLE ON SB 126 ALLOWING FOR THE
LICENSURE OF QUALIFIED DENTIST THOUGHT THE CREDENTIAL PROCESS. THIS BILL IS
LIKELY TO LOWER HEALTH CARE COSTS AND TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF DENIAL CARE
PRESENTLY AVAILABLE TO ALASKANS. MOVE IT TO THE SENATE FLOOR NOW.

POMID: 03123608
DATE: 04/25/09
TIME: 12:36:00

LIONAME: ANCHORAGE LI0O

COPIES: SENATORS

HALFORD
RODEY
FAIKS
KERTTULA
COGHILL



JL

ER

NAME :
title:
ADDRESS:
CITY:
phone:
BILL no:
SUBJECT :
MESSAGE :

BY THE RIDGID STANDARDS OF AAOMS.I
00 GENERAL DENISTRY.
INCREASED COMPETION.

POMID:
DATE:
TIME:

L IONAME :

COPIES:

PUBLIC GPINION MESSACE
SEVATCR ELIAON

PHILIP GAUS

19505 NORTH MONTAGUE LOOP

EAGLE RIVER

696-026G

SB 126

DENTAL LICENSING BY CREDENTIALS
1M AN AIR FORCE BOARD CERTIFIED ORAL SURGEON RECOGNISED AS COMPENTENT

CAN’T GET AN AK LICENSE UNLESS 1 PROVE 1 CAN
FARE? NO. THE AK DENTAL COMMUNITY OPPOSES FOR FEAR OF

COULD MEAN LUWER FEES. PLEASE SUPPORT SB 126.

ZIP: 99577

03091200
06/22/89
09:12:00
ANCHORAGE LIO

SENATORS

RODEY
KERTTULA
COGHILL
HALFORD
FAIKS

DEAR:

NAME :
title:
address:
city!:
phone:
BILL NO:
SUBJECT:

message - WE NEED TOUGHER LAWS FOR JUVENILES
TO OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS
THE WAY OUR LAWS ARE NOW WE ARE SAYING
YO"J AREN"T 12 YEARS OR 18 YEARS OLD.

AS

POMID:
DATE:
TIME:

LIONAME:

SENATOR ELIASON

CAROL DEPTULA

2571 LYVONA LANE
ANCHORAGE
268-5327

PUBLIC CPINION MESSACE

LAWS FOP JUVENILES.

03091226
06/22/89
09:12:26
ANCHORAGE LIO

REPRESENTATIVES

BARNES
BOYER
CATO
COTTEN
DAVIS, C.
DONLEY
FINKELSTEIN
FURNACE
GRUENBERG
HANLEY
HUDSON
KOPONEN
LEMAN
MARTIN
MILLER
PETTYJOHN
RIEGER
SHULTZ
TAYLOR
WALLIS

REPRESENTATIVES

BOUCHER
BROWN
COLLINS
DAVTDSON
DAVIS, M.
ELLIS
FOSTER

GOLL
GRUSSENDORF
HOFFMAN
JACKO
LARSON
MACLEAN
MENARD
NAVARRE
PHILLIPS
SHARP
SWACKHAMMER
ULMER
ZAWACKI

ZIP: 99502

. A CHILD THAT

SENATORS

ADAMS
BINKLEY
COGHILL
DUNCAN
FAHRENKAMP
FAIKS
FISCHER
FRANK
HALFORD
JONES
KELLY
KERTTULA
PEARCE
POURCHOT
RODEY
STURGULEWSKI
SZYMANS™.1
UEHLING
ZHAROFF

IS OLD ENOUGH TO G<

IS OLD ENOUGH TO EXCEPT RESPONSIBLITY FOR THEIR ACTIONS
IT"S OK TO STEAL AND EVEN MURDER AS LOI



DEAR:

NAME :
TITLE:
ADDRESS:
CITY:
PHONE:
BILL NO:
SUBJECT:
MESSAGE:

PUBLIC GPINION MESCE

SENATOR ELIASON

DR. LES MILLAR

P.0. BOX 4551

EIELSON AFB ZIP: 99702
468-2610

SB 126

DENTAL LICENSING BY CREDENTIALS
1"M A RESIDENT SINCE 1945, THE STATE OF AK SUPPORTED ME THROUGH DENTAL

SCHOOL UNDER THE NICHE PROGRAM. I CURRENTLY HOLD DENTAL LICENSE AA00327.
MILITARY DENTISTS ARE UNDER PEER REVIEN MUCH CLOSER THAN CIVILIANS, 1T SEEMS
ABSURD FOR THEM TO PERFORM REMEDIAL TASKS BY EXAMINATION, THEY SHOULD BE
LICENSED BY CREDENTIALS. THANK YOU.

POMID:
DATE:
TIME:

LIONAME:

COPIES:

07102232
04/22/89
10:22:32
FAIRBANKS LIO

SENATORS

RODEY
KERTTULA
COGHILL
HALFORD

PUBLIC OPINION MES5SAGE

DEAR: SENATOR ELIASON

NAME: BETH BEHNER

TITLE:
ADDRESS: 3828 RANDOLPH ST. #2
CITY! ANCHORAGE ZIP: 99508

PHONE: 561-3150
BILL NO: HD 118
SUBJECT: OIL t GAS PROPERTIES PRODUCTION TAX-ELF
MESSAGE: REFORM ELF AND HAVE IT PROMPTLY MOVE OUT OF COMMITTEE
AND PLACED UNDER GENUINE CONSIDERATION. LEGISLATORS SHOULD NOT BE ENTRENCHED
IN PROMISES MADE DURING CAMPAIGNS, OR REMAIN TRUE TO ASSURANCES GIVEN TO BIG
OIL CONTRIBUTORS. THEY SHOULD RATHER BE RESPONSIVE TO PUBLIC ATTITUDES, WHICI
HAVE DRAMATICALLY CHANGED TO FAVOR REFORM. A LEGISLATIVE REFUSAL TO REPEAL
ELF WILL CONFIRM THE PERCEPTION THAT LEGISLATORS HAVE BEEN BOUGHT BY BIG OIL.

POMID: 03103119
DATE: 04/22/89
TIME: 10:31:19

LIONAME: ANCHORAGE LIO

COPIES: SENATORS

AOAMS
BINKLEY
COGHILL
DUNCAN
FAHRENKAMP
FAIKS
FISCHER
FRANK
HALFORD
JONES
KELLY
KERTTULA
PEARCE
POURCHOT
RODEY
STURGULEWSKI
SZYMANSKI
UEHLING
ZHAROFF



CEAR BVATCR BLIAON

NAME =
TITLE:
ADDRESS:
CITY:
PHONE:
DILL NO:
SUDJECT:
MESSAGE :

POMID:
DATE:
TIME:

LIONAME:

COPIES:

JERRT MURPHY
507 E 76TH
ANCHORAGE
344-4491

TAXATION

PLDLIC CPINION MESSAGE

CUT TAXATION AND CUT SPENDING.

03111552
04/22/09
11:15:52
ANCHORAGE LI0O

REPRESENTATIVES

BARNES
BOYER
CATO
COTTEN
DAVIS, C.
DONLEY
FINKELSTEIN
FURNACE
GRUENBERG
HANLEY
HUDSON
KOPONEN
LEMAN
MARTIN
MILLER
PETTYJOHN
RIEGER
SHULTZ
TAYLOR
WALLIS

REPRESENTATIVES

BOUCHER
BROWN
COLLINS
DAVIDSON
DAVIS, M.
ELLIS
FOSTER

GOLL
GRUSSENDORF
HOFFMAN
JACKO
LARSON
MACLEAN
MENARD
NAVARRE
PHILLIPS
SHARP
SWACKHAMMER
ULMER
ZAWACKI

ZIP: 09510

SENATORS

ADAMS
BINKLEY
COGHILL
DUNCAN
FAHRENKAMP
FAIKS
FISCHER
FRANK
HALFORD
JONES
KELLY
KERTTULA
PEARCE
POURCHOT
RODEY
STURGULEWSKI1
SZYMANSKI1
UEHLING
ZHAROFF

E-

PUBLIC CPINION MESSACE

CEAR BVATCR ELIASON

NAME :
TITLE:
address:
city!:
PHONE:
BILL NO:
subject:
message:

BENEFIT AND ALLOW QUALIFIED DENTISTS TO PROVIDE

WITH REASONABLE COSTS. IT MAY ENCOURAGE MILITARY OENTISTS TO RETIRE

OR. LILLIAN

1737 UNIVERSITY AVE G57

FAIRBANKS
353-5135
SB 126

DENTAL LICENSING BY CREDENTIALS

INFANTINO

ZIP:

LICENSURE BY CREDENTIALS FOR DENTIST

AND PROVIDE THEIR EXPERIENCE DENTAL SERVICES.

POMID:
DATE:
TIME:

L IONAME:

COPIES:

07104106
04/22/09
10:41:06

FAIRBANKS LIO

SENATORS

RODEY
KERTTULA
COGHILL
HALFORD

99709

IN ALASKA

THANK YOU.

IS REQUESTED. 1T
IMPROVED QUALITY DENTAL CARE

EOM/CLS

IN ALASKA



CEAR

NAME :
TITLE:
ADDRESS:
CITY:
PHONE:
BILL NO:
SUBJECT:
MESSAGE:
OR WRONG,
SHOULD BE

PUBLIC CPINION MESSACE
SEATCR ELIASON

BONNIE HERBERT

10126 MISTY FALLS CIRCLE

EAGLE RIVER ZIP:
694-7501

SB 126

DENTAL LICENSING BY CREDENTIALS

THIS BILL HAS BEEN MANIPULATED BY PAID LOBBYISTS. IT SEEMS, RIGHT
MONEY HAS CONTROLLED THE WAY SOME HAVE FELT ABOUT THE WAY DENTISTS
LICENSED. TO MAKE THE SYSTEM MORE FAIR, PLEASE PASS THIS AS

99577

QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE.

POMID:
DATE:
TIME:

L IONAME:

COPIES:

03152000
04/21/09
15120:00
ANCHORAGE LIO

SENATORS

RODEY
KERTTULA
COGHILL
HALFORD

DEAR:

NAME!
TITLE:
ADDRESS:
CITY:
PHONE:
BILL NO:
SUBJECT:
MESSAGE:

DISCOURAGE FURTHER ECONOMIC GROWTH.

POMI10:
DATE:
TIME:

LIONAME:

SENATOR ELIASON

DEBORAH MILLER

PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

(S10)

13201 WESTWIND DRIVE

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA

345-3090
MB 110

ZIP: 99516

OIL & GAS PROPERTIES PRODUCTION TAX-ELF

I URGE YOU TO VOTE AGAINST HB 110.

03152319
04/21/09
15:23:19
ANCHORAGE LI10O

REPRESENTATIVES

BARNES
BOYER
CATO
COTTEN
DAVIS, C.
DONLEY
FINKELSTEIN
FURNACE
GRUEHBERG
HANLEY
HUDSON
KOPONEN
LEMAN
MARTIN
MILLER
PETTYJOHN
RIEGER
SHULTZ
TAYLOR
WALLIS

REPRESENTATIVES

BOUCHER
BROWN
COLLINS
DAVIDSON
DAVIS, M.
ELLIS
FOSTER

GOLL
GRUSSENDORF
HOFFMAN
JACKO
LARSON
MACLEAN
MENARD
NAVARRE
PHILLIPS
SHARP
SWACKHAMMER
ULMER
ZAWACKI

I FEEL PASSAGE OF THIS BILL WOULD
THANK YOU VERY MUCH.

SENATORS

ADAMS
BINKLEY
COGHILL
DUNCAN
FAHRENKAMP
FAIKS
FISCHER
FRANK
HALFORD
JONES
KELLY
KERTTULA
PEARCE
POURCHOT
RODEY
STURGULEWSKI
SZYMANSKI
UEHL ING
ZHAROFF



DEAR: SENATOR ELIASON
NAME: DR. DALE SCHUTTE
TITLE:
ADDRESS: 13241 VERN DRIVE
CITY: ANCHORAGE
PHONE: 345-7505
BILL NO: SB 126
SUBJECT:
MESSAGE! STRONGLY
SURGEON CURRENTLY LICENSED
IN STATE. CURRENT

CUMBERSOME . PASSAGE

POMID: 03115615
DATE: 04/22/09
TIME: 11:56:15

LIONAME: ANCHORAGE LIO
COPIES: SENATORS
KERTTULA
RODEY
HALFORD
COGHILL

DENTAL LICENSING BY CREDENTIALS
ENOORCE PASSAGE OF SENABE 126.

IN MISSOURI.

DENTAL LICENSURE PRACTICE
OF DILL WOULD ENHANCE QUALITY OF DENTAL CARE FOR ALL ALASKA.

\yT>

ZIP: 99516

1 AM ALSO AN ALASKAN RESIDENT,
IS EXTREMELY ANTIQUATED AND

1 AM A BOARD CERTIFIED ORAL

RESIDING

DEAR:

NAME :
TITLE:
ADDPESS:
CITY:
PHONE:
BILL NO:
SUBJECT:
MESSAGE :

POMID:
DATE:
TIME:

L IONAME:

SENATOR ELIASON

URSULA WING

020 SMYTIIE STREET

FAITRBANKS
456-0999

ELF
YES ON THE ELF.

03120514
04/22/09
12:05:14
ANCHORAGE LIO

REPRESENTATIVES

BARNES
BOYER
CATO
COTTEN
DAVIS, C.
DONLEY
FINKELSTEIN
FURNACE
GRUENBERG
HANLEY
HUDSON
KOPONEN
LEMAN
MARTIN
MILLER
PETTYJOHN
RIEGER
SHULTZ
TAYLOR
WALLIS

PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

REPRESENTATIVES

BOUCHER
BROWN
COLLINS
DAVIDSON
DAVIS, M.
ELLIS
FOSTER

GOLL
GRUSSENOORF
HCFFMAN
JACKO
LARSON
MACLEAN
MENARD
NAVARRE
PHILLIPS
SHARP
SWACKHAMMER
ULMER
ZAWACK1

ZIP: 99701

SENATORS

ADAMS
BINKLEY
COGHILL
DUNCAN
FAHRENKAMP
FAIKS
FISCHER
FRANK
HALFORD
JONES
KELLY
KERTTULA
PEARCF
POURCHOT
RODEY
STURGULEWSKI
SZYMANSKI
UEHLING
7HAPOFF



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR ELIASON

NAME: DP. FRED NOLAN

TITLE:
ADDRESS: 4505 EIELSON
CITY: EIELSON AFB ZIP: 99702

PHONE: 466-7195

BILL NO: SB 126

SUBJECT: DENTAL LICENSING BY CREDENTIALS

MESSAGE: 1 AM STRONGLY IN FAVOR OF SB 126. 1T IS OBVIOUS STATE DENTIST ARE
PROTECTING THEIR TURF. WHEN THE ONLY ORTHODONTIST IN FBKS. NEEDED HELP HE
OBTAINED HIS ASSOCIATE THROUGH THE CREDENTIAL PROCESS WHICH PROVES THAT HE
USED THIS PROCESS TO KEEP THE BUSINESS IN FAIRBANKS, AND IT WAS APPROVED BY THE

ST. BOARD AT THAT TIME. MOST AK. DENTIST ARE HERE FORMALLY FEDERALLY EMPLOYED
THESE HERE ARE INORDINATELY HIGH. SPECIALIST SHOULD BE CREDITIALLY CHOSEN.

POMID: 07091309
DATE: 04/22/89
TIME: 09:13:09

LIONAME: FAIRBANKS LI0O

COPIES: SENATORS

KODEY
KERTTULA
COGHILL
HALFORD

PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR ELIASON

NAME: OR. DONALD OENUCCI

TITLE:
ADDRESS: 2441 HASTINGS LANc
CITY: ANCHORAGE ZIP: 99504

PHONE: 337-1574
BILL NO: SB 126
SUBJECT: DENTAL LICENSING BY CREDENTIALS
MESSAGE: 1 STRONGLY ENCOURAGE YOU TO VOTE FAVORABLY ON SB 9126 ALLOWING FOR TI1
LICENSURE OF QUALIFIED DENTIST THROUGH THE CREDENTIALS PROCESS. THIS BILL IS
LIKELY TO LOWER HEALTH CARE COSTS AND TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF DENTAL CARE
PRESENTLY AVAILABLE TO ALASKANS. MOVE IT TO THE SENATE FLOOR NOW.

POMID: 03100511
DATE: 04/22/89
TIME: 10:05:il

LIONAME: ANCHORAGE LIO

COPIES: SENATORS

HALFORD
RODEY
FAIKS
KERTTULA
COGHILL



DEAR:

NAME :
TITLE:
ADDRESS:
CITY:
PHONE:
BILL NO:
SUBJECT:
MESSAGE:
PROVIDE
EOM/CLS

POMID:
DATE:
TIME:

L 1ONAME -

COPIES!

PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

SENATOR ELIASON

DR. PHIL DOLEAC

616 WAINWRIGHT RD.

F.W.w. ZIP: 99703

356-3010

SB 126

DENTAL LICENSING BY CREDENTIALS

I STRONGLY SUPPORT SD 126, LICENCSING BY CREDIALLING. I FEEL IT WILL
IMPROVED DENTAL CARE AND MORE COMPETATIVE PRICES FOR THE PUBLIC.

07091362
06/22/09
09:13:62
FAIRBANKS LI10O

SENATORS

RODEY
KERTTULA
COGHILL
HALFORD

PUBLIC CPINION MESSACE

DEAR: SENATOR ELIASON

NAME! DR. MIKE KULIKOWSKI

TITLE!
address: 2013 30TH AVE
CITY: FAIRBANKS ZIP! 99701

PHONE: 656-1666

DILL NO: SB 126

SUBJECT: DENTAL LICENSING BY CREDENTIALS

MESSAGE! SUPPORT SB 126, AMENDING DENTAL LICENSER BY CREDENTIALS, ESSENTIAL T(
PUBLICS AVAILABILITY TO CARE THAT THEY DESERVE. FAILURE 13 CRIMINAL RESTRAINT
OF TRADE PERPETUATING THE "CLOSED SHOP'. SELF PROTECTION, PUBLIC PROTECTION f1
STATE DENTAL SOCIETY/BOARD. ASA BOARD CERTIFIED SURGEON, 1 CAN NOT LEGALLY
PRACTICE GENERAL DENTI3TRY BUT MUST DO GENERAL DENTISTRY ON STATE BOARD EXAM,
TO GET LICENSE. MORE COMPETITION = FOR/CHEAPER CARE. EOM/CLS

POMID: 07101506
DATE: 06/22/09
TIME! 10:15:06

LIONAME: FAIRBANKS LIO

COPIES! REPRESENTATIVES SENATORS

BOYER RODEY
DAVIS, M. KERTTULA
KOPONCN COGHILL
MILLER HALFORD
SHARP FAHRENKAMP

FRANK



PUBLIC CPINION MESSACE
CEAR SBVATCR ELIASCN

NAME: WILLIAM E DINSE

TITLE:
AODRE53: 3066 BLESSING AVE.
CITY: NORTH POLE ZIP: 99705

phone: 377-6011

BILL NO: SB 126

subject: DENTAL LICENSING BY CREDENTIALS

MESSAGE: | SUPPORT DENTAL LICENSURE BY CREDENTIALS. |1 UNDERSTAND SB 126 IS
STALLED IN COMMITTEE AND I URGE YOU TO HELP PUSH 1T TOWARDS A VOTE. PHYSICIANS
ARE LICENSED BY CREDENTIALS AMD DENTISTS SHOULD BE ALSO. IT WOULD ALLOW GREATER
FREEDOM FOR DENTISTS IN AK., AND WOULD BETTER SERVE ALASKANS BY INCREASING THE
NUMBER OF PRACTICING DENTISTS THEREDY CREATING MARKET PRESSURE, IN TURN QUALITY
OF CARE WOULD GO UP AND THE COST OF DENTAL CARE WOULD MOST LIKELY OECREASE.

POMID: 07130253
DATE: 06/22/09
TIME: 13:02:53

LIONAME: FAIRBANKS LIO

COPIES: SENATORS

RODEY
COGHILL
HALFORD
KERTTULA

PUBLIC CPINION MESACE
CEAR BVATCR ELIAON

NAME! OR. BARRY BARRUS

TITLE:
address: 5201 F COMMAN DRIVE
CITY: EIELSON AFB ZIP: 99712

PHONE: 372-3362
DILL NO: SB 126
SUBJECT: DENTAL LICENSING BY CREDENTIALS
MESSAGE! 1 AM A SPECIALIST IN PEDIACTRIC DENTISTRY, 1 HAVE SERVED TWO TOURS /
EIELSON S I AH IN MY TENTH YEAR. 1 AM A STATE RESIDENT, 1 EXPRESS SUPPORT FI
SB 126 WHICH ALLOWS OENTISTS THE RIGHT TO STATE LICENSURE BY CREDENTIALS - A
PRIVILEOGE ENJOYED BY OTHER PROFESSIONS. PLEASE HELP THIS BILL MOVE OUT OF
COMMITTEE AND PASS. THANK YOU. EOM/CLS

POMID! 07161666
DATE! 06/22/09
TIME: 16:16:66

LIONAME: FAIRBANKS LIO

COPIES: SENATORS

RODEY
KERTTULA
COGHILL
HALFORD



PUBLIC CPINION MES3ACE
DEAR SENATCR ELIASON

NAME: DR. RONALD ENG

TITLE!
ADDRESS: 2740 K1MSDRIOGES CIRCLE
CITY: ANCHORAGE ZIP: 99504

PHONE: 333-7727
BILL NO: SB 126
SUBJECT: DENTAL LICENSING BY CREDENTIALS
MESSAGE: 1 AM EXTREMELY DISTRESSED THAT THE BILL HA3 BEEN STALLED IN COMMITTEE
FOR SEVERAL MONTHS. AM AWARE THIS IS THE WORK OF A SENATOR AND A PAID
LOBBYIST. 1 FEEL THAT THE EXISTING REGULATIONS VIOLATE THE INTENT OF THE STATE
LAW AND THESE INDIVIDUALS EITHER BY INTENT OR EGORANCE ARE OBSTRUCTING THE
LAW. 1 WOULD STRONGLY URGE YOUR PROMPT ACTION.

POMID: 03112700
DATE: 04/22/69
TIME: 11:27:00

LIONAME: ANCHORAGE LIO

COPIES: SENATORS

KERTTULA
RODEY
COGHILL
HALFORD

DEAR: SENATOR ELIASON

NAME: WILLIAM AMSBEPRY

TITLE:
address: 2430 HASTINGS LANE
city: ANCHORAGE ZIP: 99504

PHONE: 338-1023
BILL NO: SB 126
SUBJECT: DENTAL LICENSING BY CREDENTIALS
MESSAGE: I URGE YOU TO VOTE IN A FAVORABLE MANNER ON SB 126. THIS BILL IS
LIKELY TO LOWER HEALTH CARE COSTS WITHOUT A DECREASE IN THE QUALITY OF DENTAL
CARE FOR ALASKANS. HOVE IT TO THE SENATE FLOOR NOW.

v (e g .

POMID: 03115154
DATE: 04/22/39 r
TIME: 1i:50:1>4

LIONAME: ANCHOR AGE LI10O

COPIES: SENATORS ] 3

HALFORD
RODEY
FAIKS
KERTTULA
COGHILL



4230 Pinnacle Circle
Anchorage, Alaska 99504
January 29, 1989

Senator Rick Halford
Alaska State Senate
P.0O. Box V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Halford,

As a resident of the State of Alaska, |1 am delighted to
hear of the legislation you introduced, which if passed,
would allow qualified dentists to be licensed by
credentials. I have long felt a concern, shared by many
Alaskans, over the extraordinary cost for dental services in
this state. These high costs are the result of a highly
restrictive policy on dental licensure which, in effect
controls on the number of dentists practicing 1in Alaska.

The purpose of professional licensure 1is to assure
quality among Alaska dentists. The current regulation
governing licensure requires dentists to pass a time-
consuming and expensive examination, unique to Alaska and a
few associated states, before an Alaska dental license can
be granted. I understand that the new legislation would
allow Alaska licensure to be granted to dentists who have
proven their qualifications through equally demanding
examinations and licensure in other states. I am certain
that this change of regulation would bring additional
dentists to our state, 1increasing the availability of
dentistry and decreasing the prohibitive prices, while
maintaining the same high standards of dental care.

I want to assure you that |1 strongly support your
efforts on behalf of this important legislation; legislation
which will benefit all Alaskans.

Sincerely,

Robert S. Matthews

OFF TE 0"
SENATOR F"CX H-V-FOF



2441 Hastings Lane
Anchorage, Alaska 99504
December 19, 1988

Senator Rick Halford
Alaska State Senate
P.0O. Box V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Halford,

The cost of health care 1is too high 1in Alaska. The State, the
Unions, and the School Districts are all paying too much for health
care. In this period of fiscal austerity, it is 1imperative that these

costs be reduced.

I am a resident of Alaska employed by the Federal Government to

provide dental care at Ft. Richardson. Many of our army family
members have federal dental 1insurance and utilize local dentists in
Anchorage and Eagle River. I have observed that even with federal
dental 1insurance, many of the Army family members can"t afford to pay
for basic deutai care in Alaska. The fees that |1 hear quoted seem
very high relative to the rest of the nation. Certainly Alaska 1is an

expensive place to live but these fees seem to be out of line.
After an 1investigation, | have concluded the following:

-Dentistry enjoys a near monopoly 1in Alaska resulting in fee
structures which are in essence resistant to market forces.

-Licensing procedures and the state board of dental examiners
support this monopoly through a restrictive licensing process.

-Action by the Governor and the legislature in the past have
failed to remedy this situation.

This situation can be corrected through Ilegislative action. The
legislature must see that AS 08.36.234 allowing licensure by
credentials is reimplemented. Regulation ACC 28.950 must be
rescinded. These actions will have the following immediate effects:

¢+

- Allow more qualified dental practitioners to be licensed in the
state thus increasing competition for health care funds and reducing
costs to the public.

- Improve the quality of care available through the licensure of
qgualified specialists in dentistry who are presently not well
represented in the population of dental care providers.

- Allow for alternative forms of dental health care delivery such
as HMO? which again will further reduce health care costs.



The State Board of Dental Examiners presently makes a number of
claims regarding licensure which are at best unfounded. They clainm
that they can"t verify credentials and that there 1is no suppo"t for
licensure by credentials. Both claims are absolutely false.
Furthermore for a den,tal specialist who 1is an Alaska Resident residing
in state, obtaining a license requires that the applicant fly 3
patients and himself to the lower 48 to be tested on procedures which
are not relevant to a specialty practice. The time and financial
costs are astromonical and absolutely prohibitive. The Western
Regional Dental Board 1is not a viable alternative for a dental
specialist residing in Alaska. (Also compare the number of physicians
with the number of dentists who were newly licensed over the past
year. You will see that it is much less difficult to obtain a medical
license in Alaska.)

As a voting resident of Alaska, | ask that you take the time to
investigate this issue and take it before the next legislative
session. I am certain that you will also conclude that now is the
time to take action to reduce the cost of health care for Alaskans.
Streamlining the dental Ilicensure process will allow more qualified
dental specialists to provide an increased scope of high quality
dental care at a significantly reduced cost. Now 1is the time to
implement licensure by credentials for qualified dental specialists.

Sincerely,

Enclosures:
Prior letter to your office on this issue.
Your response to that letter.



February 2, 1989

Jason M. Rampton, D.M.D. RECEIVED
9711 Takli Circle

Eagle River, AK 99577 >
anaior Rick Halford OFFICE OF
Alaska State Senate SENATOR RICK HALFORD

P.0. Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Halford,

It has been brought to my attention that a bill dealing with a
revision in the Alaska Dental Practice Act was introduced on 18

January 1989. It is my understanding that this bill will
mandate that the Alaska Board of Dental Exarriners license
dentists through the credentials process. If this bill 1is

passed and written into law it would tremendously benefit the
State of Alaska for the following reasons.

1) There 1is a great need for dentists in the smaller
communities 1in the state. For example, the King Salmon/Nak Nak
area has no resident dentist- If a person has a sudden dental
emergency he would be forced to fly to Anchorage for treatment,
which 1is costly and time-consuming. If this bill were passed it
would give these newly licensed dentists the opportunity to
serve in these rural areas. I would gladly set up a dental
practice in King Salmon after 1 retire from the Air Force Dental
Corp.

2) I have been practicing dentistry for 8 years in the
military, and I am licensed to practice in several states. |
have passed the National Board Examinations. In March of 1985 |1
passed the Western Regional Board examination. Alaska joined
the Western Regional Dental Board in January of 1987. I have
petitioned Dr. Bob Warren, President of the Alaska State Board
of dental examiners to allow me licensure. He would not. As

the .law now stands, | would have to retake the Western Regional
Board examination again in order to get an Alaskan license.

3) Several states allow dental licensing by credentials. If 1
wanted to practice dentistry in Philadelphia all that 1is
required is documentation of my earned credentials and 1 would
be granted a license in Pennsylvania.

4) By making it easier to obtain a license in Alaska there
would also be more competition bringing down the cost of dental
care Tfor all Alaskans.

For the above reasons | highly recommend that you support this
bill.

Sincerely,

Jason M. Rampton, D.M.D.



4/Cj0 Pinnacle Circle
Anchorage, Alaska 99504
January 29, 1989

Senator Dick Eliason

Labor and Commerce Committee
Alaska State Senate

P.O. Box V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Eliason,

As a resident of the State of Alaska, 1 am delighted to
hear that legislation is now before your committee, which if
passed, would allow qualified dentists to be licensed by

credentials. I have long felt a concern, shared by many
Alaskans, over the extraordinary cost for dental services in
this state. These high costs are the result of a highly

restrictive policy on dental licensure which, 1in effect
controls the number of dentists practicing 1in Alaska.

The purpose of professional licensure 1is to assure
quality among Alaska dentists. The current regulation
governing licansure requires dentists to pass a time-
consuming and expensive examination, unique to Alaska and a
few associated states, before an Alaska dental 1license can
be granted. The new legislation would allow Alaska licensure
to be granted to dentists who have proven their qualifica—
tions through equally demanding examinations and licensure
in other states. I am certain that this change of
regulation would bring additional dentists to our state,
increasing the availability of dentistry and decreasing the
prohibitive prices, while maintaining the same high
standards of dental care.

I stronly urge you and your committee to support this

legislation for the benefit of all Alaskans.

Sincerely,

Robert S. Matthews



2441 Hastings Lane
Anchorage, Alaska 99504
January 24, 1989

Senator Dick Eliason

Labor and Commerce Committee

Alaska State Senate

P.0. Box V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Eliason,

As an Alaskan dentist, 1| was delighted to hear that legislation has
recently been introduced “nto your committee that will permit the Alaska
Board of Dental Examiners o license qualified dentists through the
credentials process.

This legislation introduced by Senator Halford will mean increased
access for Alaskans to the comprehensive dental services that they
deserve. It will also result in reduced future costs for dental health
care for individuals as well as for insured state employees.

This legislation will most certainly mean increased access to
comprehensive dental health care especially 1in many of the dental
specialty areas. For example, the city of Fairbanks has never had a
resident Periodontist. This means that the residents of Fairbanks
desiring to have periodcrtal (gum) treatment must now rely on the part
time services of a specialist from Anchorage or may even have to commute
to Anchorage for treatment. This 1is obviously unacceptable since
periodontal disease 1is the most prevelant form of dental disease and
left undetected and untreated frequently results in the loss of teeth.

The economic advantages of this legislation are also significant.
With 1increased competition and the evolution of alternative forms of
dental health care delivery such as the HMO, the cost of dental care is
likely to be reduced. This will be especially important to state
employees as they attempt to negotiate for health care benefits 1in an
era when 1insurance carriers are determined to cut costs.

I urge your support and that of your committee for this 1important
legislation which will provide improved dental health care for Alaskans.

Sincerely,



