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SOUTH DAKOTA 

SUHMARY OF SELECTED HALL CHART KEY INDICATORS

1972 1S80 1982 1986 1987 1988

ACT SCORE
SOUTH DAKOTA 2 0 .6 19 .3 19.1 19 .9 19 .6 19 .8
NATIONAL AVFDAGE 19.1 18 .5 18 .4 18 .8 18 .7 18 .8
RANK(OUT OF 28) 5 7 8 5 8 5

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION RATE(ADJUSTED)
SOUTH DAKOTA - - 82 .7 81 .5 79 .7 _

NATIONAL AVERAGE - — 69 .5 71 .6 7 1 .1 _
RANK - - 5 8 12 - .

CURRENT EXPENDITURES PER PUPIL
SOUTH DAKOTA S 824 S 1,908 $ 2,300 $ 3,051 $ 3,097
NATIONAL AVERAGE $ 990 S 2,272 $ 2,726 .$ 3,756 $ 3,977 _
RANK 38 37 39 42 43 -

PUPIL/TEACHER RATIO 
SOUTH DAKOTA 2 0 .0 16 .5 15 .8 14 .9 15 .6 15 .5
NATIONAL AVERAGE 22.3 19 .1 18 .9 17 .9 17 .7 17 .6
RANK 7 7 7 6 15 13

FEDERAL FUNDS (%) 
SOUTH DAKOTA 15.5 15.4 1 1 .8 1 2 .1 1 1 .8
NATIONAL AVERAGE 8 .9 9 .8 7 .4 6 .7 6 .4
RANK 12 7 8 4 2 -

STATE FUNDS (%)
SOUTH DAKOTA 14 .0 23 .0 27 .5 27 .4 27 .2 _

NATIONAL AVERAGE 38 .3 46 .8 47 .6 49 .4 4 9 .8 _

RANK 49 48 48 48 48 -
LOCAL FUNDS (%) 

SOUTH DAKOTA 70 .5 61 .5 60 .7 60 .6 61 .0
NATIONAL AVERAGE 52 .8 43 .4 4 5 .0 43 .9 43 .9RANK 7 6 8 6 5 -

TEACHER SALARIES
SOUTH DAKOTA $ 7,678 $12,348 $14,717 $18,095 $18,781 $19,758NATIONAL AVERAGE $ 9,705 $15,970 $19,274 $25,201 $26,556 $28 ,00bRANK 44 49 48 51 51 51

South Dakota

This year  South Dakota's ACT average, 19.8 ,  is  up by two-tenths o f  a po in t ,  compared to a one-tenth o f  a point gain
across the 28 ACT States. The State is  ranked 5th in th is  year 's  ACT score. I t s  score is up by seven-tenths o f  a
point since 1982— the t h i r d  highest ACT gain over the 1982-88 period. Although i t s  1987 graduation ra te ,  79.7
percent,  Is down by almost 2 percentage points since 1986, i t  s t i l l  ranks among the top quarter  o f  the 50 States and 
the D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia.
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SOUTH DAKOTA

SUMMARY OF SELECTED HALL CHART KEY INDICATORS

1972 1980 1982 1986 1987 1988

ACT SCORE
SOUTH DAKOTA 2 0 .6 19 .3 19.1 19 .9 19 .6 19 .8
NATIONAL AVERAGE 19.1 18 .5 18.4 18 .8 18 .7 18 .8
RANK(OUT OF 28) 5 7 8 5 8 5

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION RATE(ADJUSTED)
SOUTH DAKOTA - _ 82 .7 81 .5 79 .7 _
NATIONAL AVERAGE - - 69 .5 71 .6 71 .1 _

RANK - - 5 8 12 - .
CURRENT EXPENDITURES PER PUPIL

SOUTH DAKOTA S 824 $ 1 ,908 $ 2,300 $ 3,051 $ 3,097
NATIONAL AVERAGE 5 990 $ 2,272 $ 2,726 $ 3,756 $ 3,977
RANK 38 37 39 42 43 -

PUPIL/TEACHER RATIO 
SOUTH DAKOTA 2 0 .0 16 .5 15 .8 14.9 15 .6 15 .5
NATIONAL AVERAGE 22.3 19 .1 18 .9 17 .9 17 .7 17 .6
RANK 7 7 7 6 15 13

FEDERAL FUNDS {%) 
SOUTH DAKOTA 15.5 15 .4 1 1 .8 1 2 .1 1 1 .8
NATIONAL AVERAGE 8 .9 9 .8 7 .4 6 .7 6 .4
RANK 12 7 8 4 2 -

STATE FUNDS (%)
SOUTH DAKOTA 14.0 23 .0 27 .5 27.4 27 .2
NATIONAL AVERAGE 38.3 4 6 .8 47 .6 49 .4 4 9 .8 _
RANK 49 48 48 48 48 -

I.OCAL FUNDS (%) 
SOUTH DAKOTA 70.5 6 1 .5 60 .7 60 .6 61 .0
NATIONAL AVERAGE 52.8 43 .4 4 5 .0 43 .9 43 .9
RANK 7 6 8 6 5 -

TEACHER SALARIES
SOUTH DAKOTA S 7,678 $12,348 $14,717 $18,095 $18,781 $19,750
NATIONAL AVERAGE $ 9,705 $15,970 $19,274 $25,201 $26,556 $28,008RANK 44 49 48 51 51 51

SfliitY Dakota

This year South Dakota's ACT average, 19 .8 ,  is up by two-tenths o f  a point ,  compared to a one-tenth o f  a point  gain 
across the 28 ACT States.  The State is ranked 5th in th is  year 's  ACT score. I t s  score is up by seven-tenths o f  a 
point  since 1982— the t h i r d  highest ACT gain over the 1982-88 period. Although i t s  1987 graduation ra te ,  79.7  
percent,  Is  down by almost 2 percentage points since 1986, 4t  s t i l l  ranks among the top quarter o f  the 50 States and 
the D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia.



TENNESSEE

SUMMARY OF SELECTED HALL CHART KEY INDICATORS

! 1972 1980 1982 1986 1987 1988

ACT SCORE
TENNESSEE 18 .3 17 .5 1 7 .5 18 .0 18 .0 18 .0
NATIONAL AVERAGE 19 .1 18 .5 I S . 4 1S .S 18 .7 18 .6RANK(OUT OF 28) 2 5 * 25 23 23 21 22

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION RATE(ADJUSTED)
TENNESSEF - - 6 7 .8 67 .4 67 .8 _

NATIONAL AVERAGE - _ 6 9 .5 71 .6 71 .1RANK - - 35 39 37 -
CURRENT EXPENDITURES PER PUPIL 

TENNESSEE $ 672 $ 1 ,6j 5 $ 1 ,895 $ 2 ,612 $ 2,827NATIONAL AVERAGE $ 990 $ 2,272 $ 2 ,726 $ 3 ,756 $ 3,977 __

RANK 48 48 48 46 45 -

PUPIL/TEACHER RATIO '
TENNESSEE 24 .9 2 1 .1 20 .5 20 .3 19 .9 19 .6NATIONAL AVERAGE 22 .3 19.1 18 .9 17 .9 17 .7 17 .6RANK 48 43 42 45 44 44

TEDERAL FUNDS (%)
TENNESSEE 14 .7 15.4 13 .2 1 2 .2 1 1 .1NATIONAL AVERAGE 8 .9 9 .8 7 .4 6 .7 6 .4RANK 13 7 5 3 9 -

STATE FUNDS (%) 
TENNESSEE 4 7 .1 42 .2 3 9 .8 4 2 .6 44 .5NATIONAL AVERAGE 38 .3 46 .8 4 7 .6 49 .4 49 .8 _

RANK 17 29 34 33 30 -

LOCAL FUNDS (%)
TENNESSEE 38 .1 42.4 4 7 .1 4 5 .2 44 .4 _

NATIONAL AVERAGE 52 .8 43.4 4 5 .0 4 3 .9 43 .9RANK 36 28 24 25 25 -
TEACHER SALARIES

TENNESSEE $ 7,990 $13,972 $16,285 $21,384 $22,627 $23,785NATIONAL AVERAGE $ 9 ,705 $15,970 $19,274 $25,201 $26,556 $28,008RANK 41 34 42 39 37 39

Tennessee

Tennessee's 1988 ACT score, 18 .0 ,  is  unchanged since 1986. I t s  score has Improved by f iv e - te n th s  o f  a point since 
1982— about the average level o f  Improvement. The graduation ra te  rose from 67.4  percent In  1986 to 67.8 percent 1n 
1987, compared to  a drop o f  one -ha l f  o f  a percentage point  fo r  the nation. Reforms such as minimum competency test ing  
for  promotion and graduation and a program l ink ing  teacher Incentives to student performance have been In t ro d i 'e d  1n 
Tennessee.



TEXAS

SUHMARY OF SELECTED HALL CHART KEY INDICATORS

1972 1980 1982 1986 1987 1988

SAT SCORE 
TEXAS 921 871 868 377 875 879
NATIONAL AVERAGE 937 890 893 906 906 904
RANK(OUT OF 22) 14 15 16 17 17 17

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION RATE(ADJUSTED) 
TEXAS 63 .6 64 .3 6 5 .1
NATIONAL AVERAGE . - - 69 .5 71 .6 71 .1 —
RANK - - 43 44 43 -

CURRENT EXPENDITURES PER PUPIL
TEXAS s  786 S 1,916 $ 2,229 $ 3 ,298 $ 3,409 -
NATIONAL AVERAGE $ 990 $ 2,272 $ 2,726 $ 3,756 $ 3 ,977 -
RANK 40 35 40 35 38 -

PUPIL/TEACHER RATIO 
TEXAS 22 .5 18.7 18 .4 17 .3 17 .2 17 .3
NATIONAL AVERAGE 22 .3 19 .1 18 .9 17 .9 17 .7 17.6
RANK 26 26 25 26 26 29

FEDERAL FUNDS l \ )

TEXAS 1 2 .5 1 1 .6 8 . 6 7 .4 7 .1 —
NATIONAL AVERAGE 8 .9 9 .8 7 .4 6 .7 6 .4 _

RANK 18 ' 17 19 21 21 -

STATE FUNDS (%)
TEXAS 4 7 .1 49 .1 4 5 .7 47 .6 4 7 .1 _
NATIONAL AVERAGE 3 8 .3 46 .8 47 .6 4 9 .4 4 9 .8 _
RANK 17 21 27 26 27 -

LOCAL FUNDS (%)
TEXAS 40 .4 39 .3 45 .6 4 5 .0 4 5 .8
NATIONAL AVERAGE 52 .8 43 .4 4 5 .0 4 3 .9 43 .9 —
RANK 34 31 27 26 23 -

TEACHER SALARIES
TEXAS $ 8 ,472 $14,132 $17,582 $24,463 $24,903 $25,558
NATIONAL AVERAGE $ 9 ,705 $15,970 $19,274 $25,201 $26,556 $28,008
RANK 33 31 30 24 26 27

l e x  a?

This yea r 's  SAT score, 879, Is 4 points above la s t  ye a r 's  and 11 points above 198i!'s. S i m i l a r l y ,  the graduation rate  
is on the upswing. The 1987 r a t e ,  65.1 percent,  Is up by almost a po in t .  Since 1982, Texas' graduation ra te ,  
although lower than average, has Improved as much as the U.S. average. Texas has i n i t i a t e d  recent reforms in the 
areas o f  academic bankruptcy, minimum competency tes t in g  fo r  graduation,  and new routes in to  teaching.



UTAH

1972 19U0 1982 1986 1987 1988

SUHMARY OF SELECTED HALL CHART KEY INDICATORS

ACT SCORE
UTAH 19 .7 18 .6 18 .4 19 .1 18 .9 18 .9
NATIONAL AVERAGE 19 .1 18 .5 18 .4 18 .8 18 .7 18 .8
RANK(OUT OF 28) 14 16 17 14 15 15

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION RATE(ADJUSTED)
UTAH - - 75 .0 80 .3 80 .6 -
NATIONAL AVERAGE - - 69 .5 71 .6 71.1 -
RANK - - 17 12 10 -

CURRENT EXPENDITURES PER PUPIL
UTAH $ 768 S 1,657 $ 1,872 $ 2,390 $ 2,415 -
NATIONAL AVERAGE S 990 $ 2,272 $ 2,726 $ 3 ,756 $ 3,977 -
RANK 41 47 49 50 50 -

PUPIL/TEACHER RATIO
UTAH 26 .6 26 .6 27 .4 23 .6 23.4 24 .7
NATIONAL AVERAGE 22 .3 19.1 18 .9 17 .9 17.7 17 .6
RANK 50 51 51 51 51 51

FEDERAL FUNDS (t) 
UTAH 1 1 .1 8 .5 6 .3 5 .7 6 . 1
NATIONAL AVERAGE 8 .9 9 .8 7 .4 6 .7 6 .4 _
RANK 23 33 31 33 29 -

STATE FUNDS (%)
UTAH 51 .4 52 .1 52 .1 55 .6 54 .4 _
NATIONAL AVERAGE 38 .3 46 .8 47 .6 49 .4 49 .8 _
RANK 12 19 21 19 20 -

LOCAL FUNDS (%)
UTAH 37 .5 39.4 41 .6 38 .7 39 .6 —
NATIONAL AVERAGE 52 .8 43 .4 45 .0 4 3 .9 43 .9 _
RANK 37 30 29 30 30 -

TEACHER SALARIES
UTAH S 8,460 $14,909 $18,106 $22,603 $23,035 $22,572
NATIONAL AVERAGE $ 9,705 $15,970 $19,274 $25,201 $26,556 $28,008
RANK 35 26 27 30 36 43

Utah

5ur r e n t 1y leads the nation in the percentage o f  graduates who p a r t ic ip a te  in Advanced Placement tes t in g .  I t  is
also doing a good job in graduating i t s  students. The 1987 graduation ra te  o f  80.6  percent is about 10 points above

; S ! r , ; L aynr o9?‘ ?boye ^  U*S> average 1n 1982* u tah ' s ACT score d1d not 1">prove th is  year ,averaging 18.9 in both 1987 and 1988, placing i t  15th among the 28 ACT States.



VERMONT

SUMMARY OF SELECTED HALL CHART KEY INDICATORS

1972 1980 1982 1986 1987 1988

SAT SCORE
VERMONT 935 900 904 916 914 909
NATIONAL AVERAGE 937 G90 893 906 906 904
RANK(OUT OF 22) 9 2 3 4 3 3

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION RATE(ADJUSTED)
VERMONT - - 79.6 77 .6 78 .0 „
NATIONAL AVERAGE - - 69 .5 71 .6 71 .1 _
RANK - - 8 16 16 -

CURRENT EXPENDITURES PER PUPIL
VERMONT $ 995 $ 1,997 $ 2,793 $ 4 ,031 $ 4 ,399 _
NATIONAL AVERAGE $ 59 0 $ 2,272 $ 2,726 $ 3,756 $ 3 ,977
RANK 21 28 22 16 13 -

PUPIL/TEACHER RATIO
VERMONT 17 .1 14 .8 15 .3 14 .1 • 13 .4
NATIONAL AVERAGE 22.3 19 .1 18 .9 17 .9 17 .7 17 .6
RANK 1 1 4 2 • 2

FEDERAL FUNDS ( t)  
VERMONT 6 . 0 8 . 8 5 .7 5 .8 5 .1
NATIONAL AVERAGE 8 .9 9 .8 7 .4 6 .7 6 .4 _
RANK 44 32 36 32 34 -

STATE FUNDS (%)
VERMONT 36 .0 28 .7 28 .1 32 .4 34 .4
NATIONAL AVERAGE 38.3 46 .8 47 .6 49 .4 4 9 .8 _
RANK 30 46 47 45 45 -

LOCAL FUNDS ( \)
VERMONT 57 .9 62 .5 6 6 .2 61 .8 60 .6 __
NATIONAL AVERAGE 52 .8 43 .4 4 5 .0 43 .9 4 3 .9 _
RANK 18 5 5 5 7 -

TEACHER SALARIES
VERMONT $ 8,462 $12,484 $14,715 $20,796 $21,835 $24,519NATIONAL AVERAGE $ 9,705 $15,970 $19,274 $25,201 $26,555 $28,008RANK 34 48 49 44 41 33

V ermont

fo r  1988, Vermont's SAT score o f  909 1s 5 points above the average for  a l l  22 SAT States.  Throughout the 1980's i t  
has been ranked among the top 3 or 4 SAT States. The 1987 graduation ra te ,  78 percent,  Is about 7 points above the 
nat ional average. Since 1982, however, Vermont's graduation rate  ranking has sl ipped-from 8 th to 16th. The State  
requires minimum competency test ing  fo r  promotion and graduation.



VIRGINIA

SUMMARY OF SELECTED HALL CHART KEY INDICATORS

1972 1980 1982 1986 1987 1988

SAT SCORE
VIRGIN IA 919 883 888 908 907 902
NATIONAL AVERAGE 937 890 893 906 906 904
RANK(OUT OF 22) 16 13 11 8 8 8

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION RATE(ADJUSTED)
VIRG IN IA - - 73 .8 73 .9 74.0 -
NATIONAL AVERAGE - - 69 .5 71 .6 71 .1 -
RANK - - 22 27 25

CURRENT EXPENDITURES PER PUPIL
V IRG IN IA $ 879 $ 1,970 $ 2,384 $ 3,520 $ 3 ,780 -
NATIONAL AVERAGE $ 990 $ 2,272 $ 2,726 $ 3,756 $ 3,977 -
RANK 28 30 36 30 28 —

PUPIL/TEACHER RATIO
VIRGIN IA 2 2 .0 18 .1 17 .8 16.9 16 .8 16 .3
NATIONAL AVERAGE 22.3 19 .1 18 .9 17 .9 17 .7 17 .6
RANK 21 21 22 24 23 • 22

FEDERAL FUNDS (A)
V IRG IN IA 14 .0 1 1 .0 8 .4 • • -
NATIONAL AVERAGE 8 .9 9 .8 7 .4 6 .7 6 .4 -
RANK 15 21 20 • ■ —

STATE FUNDS (A)
V IRG IN IA 32 .6 39 .6 4 0 .0 • • -
NATIONAL AVERAGE 38 .3 46 .8 4 7 .6 49 .4 4 9 .8 -
RANK 36 32 33 • • —

LOCAL FUNDS (A)
V IRGIN IA 53.4 49 .4 51 .6 . • -
NATIONAL AVERAGE 52 .8 43 .4 4 5 .0 43 .9 4 3 .9 -
RANK 2- 21 20 • • “

TEACHER SALARIES 
V IRGINIA $ 9,084 §14,060 $17,008 $23,095 $25,039 $27,193
NATIONAL AVERAGE $ 9,705 $15,970 $19,274 $25,201 $26,556 $28,008
RANK 25 33 34 26 25 23

V i r g in ia

This year 's  SAT average for  V i r g i n ia ,  902, is  down by 5 points from la s t  year ,  but the State has maintained I t s  
ranking o f  6 th among the 22 SAT States.  Since 1982, I t s  SAT scores have r isen a t  an above average pace and i t s  SAT 
ranking has improved by 3 places. V i r g i n ia ' s  1987 graduation rate  of  74 percent is about 3 percentage points above 
the U.S. average, although the State  has not yet  regained the ranking o f  22nd tha t  I t  held in 1982.



WASHINGTON

S U H M A R Y  O F  S E L E C T E D  W A L L  C H A R T  K E Y  I N D I C A T O R S

1972 1980 1982 1986 1987 1988

SAT SCORE
WASHINGTON • • • « • it
NATIONAL AVERAGE 937 890 893 906 906 904
RANK(OUT OF 22) • • • • • •

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION RATE(ADJUSTED)
WASHINGTON - - 76 .1 75 .2 7 7 .8 -
NATIONAL AVERAGE - - 69 .5 71 .6 7 1 .1 -
RANI’ - - 14 23 17 —

CURRENT EXPENDITURES PER PUPIL
WASHINGTON $ 1,026 $ 2,568 $ 2,650 $ 3,881 $ 3 ,964 —
NATIONAL AVERAGE $ 990 $ 2,272 $ 2,726 $ 3,756 $ 3 ,977 -
RANK 18 12 28 19 20

PUPIL/TEACHER RATIO
WASHINGTON 24 .0 21 .5 21 .7 20 .7 20 .5 20*2
NATIONAL AVERAGE 22 .3 19 .1 18 .9 17 .9 17 .7 17 .6
RANK 41 46 47 48 48 46

FEDERAL FUNDS (%)
WASHINGTON 9 .4 9 .0 6 . 0 6 . 1 6 .3 -
NATIONAL AVERAGE 8 .9 9 .8 7 .4 6 .7 6 .4 -
RANK 28 31 33 29 27 —

STATE FUNDS (A)
WASHINGTON 50 .6 69 .5 74 .2 74 .1 72 .4 -
NATIONAL AVERAGE 38 .3 46 .8 47 .6 49 .4 4 9 .8 -
RANK 13 3 3 3 3 —

LOCAL FUNDS (%)
WASHINGTON 4 0 .0 21 .5 19 .8 19.8 21 .3 -
NATIONAL AVERAGE 52 .8 43 .4 4 5 .0 43 .9 4 3 .9 -
RANK 35 46 49 49 • 48 —

TEACHER SALARIES
WASHINGTON $10,175 $18,820 $22,954 $26,209 $27,285 $28,217
NATIONAL AVERAGE $ 9,705 $15,970 $19,274 $25,201 $26,556 $28,008
RANK 15 6 5 15 18 18

Washington

Since only a few o f  Washington S ta te 's  students p a r t ic ip a te  1n the ACT or SAT tes t ing  programs, t e s t  scores and 
rankings are unava i lab le .  Despite the national f a l l  o f f  In the 1987 graduation r a t e ,  Washington's graduation ra te  
improved— from 75.2 percent in 1986 to  77.8 percent in 1987. This compares favorably with the U.S. average o f  71.1 
percent.  Since 1982, the S tate 's  graduation rate  has stood a t  about 7 percentage points above average.



WEST VIRGINIA

SUMMARY OF SELECTED HALL CHART KEY INDICATORS

1972 1980 1982 1986 1987 1988

ACT SCORE
HEST V IRGINIA 18 .8 17 .7 17 .4 17 .7 17 .6 17 .6
NATIONAL AVERAGE 1S .1 18 .5 18 .4 18 .8 18 .7 18 .8
RANK(OUT OF 28) 20 23 25 26 26 26

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION RATE(ADJUSTED)
HEST V IRGINIA - - 66 .3 75 .2 76 .2
NATIONAL AVERAGE - - 69 .5 71 .6 71 .1RANK - - 37 23 21 -

CURRENT EXPENDITURES PER PUPIL
HEST V IRGINIA S 820 $ 1,920 $ 2,593 5 3,528 5 3,784 _

NATIONAL AVERAGE $ 990 $ 2,272 5 2,726 5 3,756 5 3,977 _

RANK 39 33 29 2e 27 -
PUPIL/TEACHER RATIO

WEST VIRGINIA 23 .4 18.1 17 .3 15 .7 15 .3 15.2
NATIONAL AVERAGE 22 .3 19.1 18 .9 17 .9 17 .7 17 .6
RANK 36 21 19 14 9 10

FEDERAL FUNDS (L) 
HEST VIRG IN IA 13 .7 1 1 .1 8 .7 7 .9 7 .5
NATIONAL AVERAGE 8 .9 9 .8 7 .4 6 ,7 6 .4RANK 16 20 » 8 19 19 -

STATE FUNDS (%)
WEST V IRGINIA 56 .4 58.9 66 .3 68 .4 69 .8
NATIONAL AVERAGE 38 .3 46 .8 47 .6 49 .4 49 .8RANK 6 10 5 7 4 -

LOCAL FUNDS ( \)  
HEST V IRGINIA 29 .9 30 .0 24 .9 23 .7 22 .7NATIONAL AVERAGE 52 .8 43 .4 45 .0 43 .9 43 .9RANK 42 41 42 43 -15 -

TEACHER SALARIES
HEST VIRGINIA $ 8,103 513,710 517,129 520,627 521,446 521,736NATIONAL AVERAGE S 9,705 515,970 519,274 525,201 526,556 5 2 8 ,0 0 8RANK 40 37 33 45 45 45

Hest V i r g in ia

This year ,  West V i r g i n i a ' s  ACT average, 17 .6 ,  and i t s  rank among the 28 ACT States,  26th, are unchanged from las t
l l  ? ’ u 9r ?duatj on r a t e * 7 6 - 2 percent,  improved by 1 percentage point  and I t s  ranking by 2 places. Since 

\ n 4 I ?  ? r a ^sed ^ts graduation ra te  by 10 percentage points and i t s  ranking climbed by 16 places. West 
V i r g in ia  s education reforms include i t s  academic bankruptcy program and i t s  program o f fe r in g  new routes in to



WISCONSIN

SUMMARY OF SELECTED WALL CHART KEY INDICATORS

1972 1980 1982 1986 1987 1988

ACT SCORE
WISCONSIN 20.7 20 .4 20 .4 20 .5 20 .4 2 0 . 2
NATIONAL AVERACE 19 .1 18 .5 18 .4 18.8 18 .7 18 .8
RANK(OUT OF 2B) 4 2 1 2 1 2

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION RATE(ADJUSTED)
WISCONSIN - - 8 3 .1 86 .3 85 .4 -
NATIONAL AVERAGE - - 6 9 .5 71 .6 71 .1 -
RANK - - 4 7 7 -

CURRENT EXPENDITURES PER PUPIL
WISCONSIN $ 1,064 $ 2,477 $ 2 ,935 $ 4,168 $ 4,523 -
NATIONAL AVERAGE $ 990 § 2,272 $ 2,726 $ 3,756 $ 3,977 -
RANK 13 15 16 13 12 -

PUPIL/TEACHER RATIO
WISCONSIN 22.3 17 .8 17 .2 16 .5 16 .3 l u . 2

NATIONAL AVERAGE 22.3 19 .1 18 .9 17 .9 17 .7 17 .6
RANK 24 17 17 20 19 19

FEDERAL FUNDS (%) 
WISCONSIN 4 .8 5 .6 5 .8 4 .8 4 .7
NATIONAL AVERAGE 8 .9 9 .8 7 .4 6 .7 6 .4 -
RANK 49 50 35 43 43 -

STATE FUNDS (%)
WISCONSIN 30 .7 37 .3 3 7 .0 36 .6 34 .5 -
NATIONAL AVERAGE 38 .3 4 6 .8 4 7 .6 49 .4 49 .8 -
RANK 38 39 40 43 44 -

LOCAL FUNDS (%)
WISCONSIN 64.6 57 .0 57 .2 58 .6 60 .8 -
NATIONAL AVERAGE , 52 .8 43 .4 4 5 .0 43 .9 43 .9 -
RANK 11 10 12 10 6 -

TEACHER SALARIES 
WISCONSIN $10,016 $16,006 $19,387 $26,347 $27,815 $29,122
NATIONAL AVERAGE $ 9,705 $15,970 S 1 9 ,274 $25,201 $26,556 $28,008
RANK 16 20 19 14 14 15

Wisconsin

Wisconsin's 1988 ACT average, 20 .2 ,  and i t s  rank, 2nd, are down a l i t t l e  from las t  year 's  f igures o f  20.4 and 1st,  
respec t ive ly .  Although the State continues to be near the top o f  the 28 ACT States,  I t s  te s t  scores have not 
improved since 1982. I t  is also ranked 2nd among the States in terms o f  the percentage o f  i t s  graduates who score 26 
or above In  the ACT. The 1987 graduation ra te ,  85 .4  percent,  is well above the U.S. average o f  71.1 percent,  although 
I t  is about a percentage point lower than the 1986 r a t e .  Wisconsin's graduation ra te  is ranked 7th among a l l  50 
States and the D i s t r i r i -  n f  Columbia



V  • •  *

WYOMING

SUMMARY OF SELECTED WALL CHART KEY INDICATORS

1972 1980 1982 1986 1987 1988

ACT SCORE
WYOMING 20.6 19.3 19 .2 19 .7 19 .9 19 .5
NATIONAL AVERAGE 19 .1 18 .5 18.4 18 .8 18 .7 18 .8
RANK(OUT OF 28) 5 7 7 8 4 8

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION RATE(ADJUSTED)
WYOMING - - 72 .4 81 .2 89 .3 -
NATIONAL AVERAGE - - 69 .5 71 .6 7 1 .1 -
RANK - - 25 10 2 -

CURRENT EXPENDITURES PER PUPIL
WYOMING $ 1,061 $ 2,527 5 7,417 $ 5,114 $ 5 ,201 —
NATIONAL AVERAGE $ G»u $ 2,272 $ 2,726 $ 3,756 $ 3 ,977 —
RANK 14 14 5 5 6 -

PUPIL/TEACHER RATIO
WYOMING 18 .5 18 .3 15 .0 14 .1 14 .0 14 .5
NATICJAL AVERT-SB 22 .3 19 .1 18 .9 17 .9 17 .7 17 .6
RANK 2 23 1 2 2 6

FEDERAL FUNDS (%)
WYOMING 10.4 5 .6 3 .2 3 .6 3 .7
NATIONAL AVERAGE 8 .9 9 .8 7 .4 6 .7 6 .4
RANK 24 50 51 50 50

STATE FUNDS (%)
WYOMING 34 .4 34 .2 28 .2 37 .7 4 3 .0
NATIONAL AVERAGE 38 .3 46 .8 47 .6 49 .4 4 9 .8
RANK 32 42 46 42 " 32 -

LOCAL FUNDS I X )

WYOMING 55 .2 60 .2 68.6 58 .7 53 .3 —

NATIONAL AVERAGE 52 .8 43 .4 4 5 .0 4 3 .9 4 3 .9 _
RANK 21 7 3 9 14 -

TEACHER SALARIES
WYOMING S 9,234 $16,012 $21,249 $27,224 $28,103 $27,134
NATIONAL AVERAGE $ 9,705 $15,970 $19,274 $25,201 $26,556 $28,008
RANK 23 19 9 a 13 24

H om ing

Wyoming's graduation rate Improvement 1s Impressive. The 1987 rate, 89.3 percent, is about 18 percentage points above

the U.S. average of 71.1 percent. Since 1982, Wyoming's ranking has climbed from 25th to 2nd, the greatest

improvement in the natior Wyoming's 1988 ACT score, 19.5, and ranking 8th, dropped from last year's high points, but

iis students consistently perform above average. Since 1982, for example, its ACT average has been about seven-tenths nf a nninf hinhn*- h.»





W H I T T A K E R  & ZELENSKY  
A t t o r n e y s  at Law 
Box 3313
Ketchikan, A l a s k a  99901
907 225-4777 
* * * * * * *
R i cha rd Whitta ker 
M i c h a e l  J. Zelensky

Hon. Paul Fischer 
Chairman,
Alaska Senate Committee

On Health, Education & Social Services

Dear Senator Fischer:

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  h a v i n g  h e a r i n g s  h e r e  in K e t c h i k a n  on the 
p r o p osed educa tion p e r m anent fund. I a m  sorry that b u s i n e s s  t a k e s  
me from Ketc h i k a n  and that I cannot testify in person.

1 favor the i d e a .
W h i l e  i t  is s a i d  t h a t  A l a s k a  is v e r y  g e n e r o u s  in i t s  

funding of education and, t h e r e f o r e ,  a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  p e r m a n e n t  
f u n d  is n o t  n e e d e d ,  still it is for this very reason that such a 
fund is n e e d e d .  T h i s  m a n n e r  o f  f i n a n c i n g  w o u l d  s t r e n g t h e n  
e d u c a t i o n  a n d  p e r h a p s  a l l o w  u s  t o  p r o g r e s s  beyond the single
d ebate w h i c h  we all p a r t i c i p a t e  in, the c o s t  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  t o  a
d i s c u s s i o n  o f  w h a t  w e  s h o u l d  b e  doing in education, including, 
but not l i m i t e d  t o, t h e  f a i l u r e s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
E d u c a t i o n  a n d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  t o  d e a l  w i t h  the 80% 
turnover of teachers in rural Alaska.

T o  a m a j o r i t y  o f  A l a s k a n s ,  it is unclear just what p u r p o s e  
there is to our rainy day fund. Some vi ew it as a way of r e d u c i n g
m o n e y  a v a i l a b l e  t o  b e  s p e n t  b y  g over nment. The permanent fund
suffers from the same p r o blem as state s p e n d i n g  g e n e r a l l y ,  s i n c e  
o i l .  T h i s  is t h e  general inaoility of state admi ni s t r a t i o n s  and 
l e g i slatures to assign priorities to state spending.

It a p p e a r s  t h e r e  is l i t t l e  h o p e  that the legislature will 
ever p r ov ide the n e c e s s a r y  l e a d e r s h i p  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  a p u b l i c  
c o n c e n s u s  a s  t o  s t a t e  p r i o r i t i e s .  B u t  d e b a t e  on an education 
p e r m a n e n t  f u n d  h o p e f u l l y  w o u l d  p i n p o i n t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  
e d u c a t i o n  a n d  w h e r e  it should fit in the gen eral scheme of state 
c o n c e r n s .

A n d  s h o u l d  t h e  d e b a t e  o n  a n  e d u c a t i o n  p e r m a n e n t  f u n d  
engender d iscus s i o n  on the issue of w h a t  we m e a n  by " q u a l i t y "  in 
education, then the effort will be m o s t  worthwhile .

I urge the commi ttee to support such a per manent fund.

12 Feb 90



February 17,1990

Charlie Arteaga 
1439 Millar 
Ketchikan, AK 99901

Senator Paul Fisher, Chairman
Senate Health, Education and Social Services Committee
Alaska State Senate

Dear Senator Fisher,

Remember John F. Kennedy's memorable inaugural address quote? "Ask not 
what your country can do for you, ask what you can do for your country." As 
Alaskans we need to paraphrase the quote and heed its advise: "Ask not what the 
State can do for you, ask what you can do for your State."

In my opinion, there is an alarming consensus arising which goes something 
like this: " The State government owes me many services, needs to provide me a 
dividend from the Permanent Fund and I need not worry about paying my own way." 
In other words, we are expecting State government to do more and more, at little 
expense to ourselves, PLUS pay us a dividend.

What has been forgotten is that we, the citizens of this State are the 
government. We, as the government, have spent for programs which have given us 
many necessary services and some unique benefits. The bottom line has been that 
for the past 15 years State government has cost us, as individuals, little or 
nothing at all. Many candidates and elected officials are currently denouncing 
government spending. Yet, as our representatives, they voted to institute 
programs which many of them now deride. The time is rapidly approaching when 
we must either give up necessary services or begin to pay our own way.

I am of the opinion that what we need at this point and time are politicians 
who will act as Statespersons and not react to their precept of what "the people" 
want. I, for one, want a government which is stable and provides basic services to 
all of its citizens. I want a government which is forward looking, non- 
reactionary, kind and gentle. I want a government which firmly believes that the 
individual citizen is important. I need Statespersons who will do the RIGHT thing, 
not politicians who look to find expedient opportunities for reelection. It Is the 
time for leadership.

I am hopeful that the Alaska Senate takes the Statepersons' approach and 
offers us the opportunity to vote on the Education Fund. Much has been said in 
opposition to the Education Fund, most of It is unsupported, inflated discourse, 
which has muddled the issue and has not spoken to the facts. The truth is that 
Education Is, and will remain, a necessary expenditure for state government. We 
either plan today to fund Education in the future, or we "pay through the nose" in a



few more years. Governor Cowper's approach with the Education Fund Is 
pragmatic and reasonable. I am hopeful that the citizens ĥ ve a chance to vote on 
the issue.

A major argument raised against the Education Fund has been that it is a 
raid on the Permanent Fund. I do not view it that way. I view it as an added 
dividend from the Perm Fund, not a raid. The Education Fund will not deplete the 
Perm Fund, it will not 'yen eliminate the dividend to citizens. The Education fund 
will, in the future, enable us to pay for education in a fiscally responsible fashion. 
Alaskans must remember that the Permanent Fund was established as a "Rainy 
Day" account. It was not, was not, established for the purposes of paying 
dividends to Alaskan citizens. As rainy days approach the time is near v/hen 
umbrellas must be pulled out. The Education Fund can be one of our most 
dependable umbrellas.

Thank you for your time and effort in considering this communication.

Sincerely,

Ketchikan

cc: Editor, Ketchikan Daily News 
Editor, Juneau Empire
Editor, Anchorage Daily News 
Editor, Fairbanks News Miner



DON GILMAN
MAYOR

December 7, 1989

The Hon orable Paul A. F i sc her 
P.O. B ox 784 
Soldotna, AK. 996G9

Dear R e p r e s e n t i t i v e  Fischer,

On December 5, 1989 the K enai P e n i n s u l a  B o r o u g h  A s s e m b l y  u n a n i­
mously adopt ed Res. 89-133, " REQUESTING T H A T  THE A L A S K A  L E G I S L A­
TU R E  P A S S  H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  13 (H JR 13) W H I C H  W O U L D  
AUTHORIZE A  STA TEWIDE E L E C T I O N  ON THE E D U C A T I O N  E N D O W M E N T  " The 
assembly a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  asked the e n c l o s e d  copy be forwarded  
to you.

Your r eview is appreciated.

Thank you.

Uorrr +-V"11 I TT TTA1) r n

Beverley Doye 
Clerks Office

E N C : (1)



Intro d u c e d  b y :M u l l e n , P o i n d e x t e r
D a t e : 
V o t e : 
A c t i o n :

De c e m b e r  5, 1989 
Unanimous 

Adooted

KENAI P ENINSULA B O ROU GH

R E S O L U T I O N  89-133

R E Q U E S T I N G  THAT THE A L A S K A  LEGIS L A T U R E  PASS HOUSE J O I N T  R E S O L U­
TI O N  13 (HJR 13) W H I C H  W O U L D  A U T H O R I Z E  A S T A T E W I D E  E L E C T I O N  ON 
THE E D U C ATION END OWMENT

WHEREAS, Governor Cowper has p r o p o s e d  an E d u c a t i o n  Endowment 
Fund that m u s t  be approved by the voters of the State of Alaska 
as a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a m e n d m e n t  w h i c h  w o u l d  e s t a b l i s h  a s e p a r a t e  
account w i t h i n  the principal of the p e r m a n e n t  fund w h o s e  income 
w o u l d  be d e d i c a t e d  solely to fund publ ic e l e m e n t a r y  and secondary 
education in Alaska; and

WHEREAS, the perma nent fund belongs to all the p e o p l e  of the 
State of A l a s k a  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  of all funds d e r i v e d  from the 
permanent fund should be w i t h  the app roval of the p e o p l e  of the 
State of Alaska;

NOW T H E R E F O R E  BE IT R E S O L V E D ,  3Y THE A S S E M B L Y  OF THE KENAI 
PENINSU LA BOROUGH:

Sect ion 1. T h a t  the K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  B o r o u g h  A s s e m b l y  s u p­
por t s  the e n a c t m e n t  of HJR 13, -which w o u l d  t r i g g e r  a s t a t e w i d e  
vote on the education endowment.

Section 2. That the borough  clerk shall send copies of this 
resolution to Governor Cowpr-r, and all legislators.

A D O P T E D  BY ThE A S S E M B L Y  OF THE KE NAI P E N I N S U L A  B O R O U G H  ON 
THIS 5th  DAY OF D e c ember ___________u 19 89

Pr e s ident

ATTEST:



DEAR: SENATOR FISCHER

WILLIAM O'BRIENNAME: 
T ITLE : 

ADDRESS: 
C ITY : 
PHONE: 

B IL L NO: 
SU3JECT: 
MESSAGE:

8010 RESURRECTION DRIVE
ANCHORAGE Z IP : 99504
338-3927 
HJR 13
CONST. AMENOKENT: EDUCATION ENDOWMENT
I  AM CONCERNED THAT THIS EDUCATION FUND WILL BE USED TO EXPAND 

EXISTING BUDGET, I . E . MONEY CURRENTLY ALLOCATED TO FUND ALASKA'S PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS WILL BE USED FOR OTHER REASONS. PLEASE RESPOND. /MAB

OUR

PONID: 03160241 
DATE: 01 /2 2 /9 0 
TIME: 1 6 :0 2 :4 1 

LIONAME: ANCHORAGE LIO

REPRESENTATIVES REPRESENTATIVES SENATORS

BARNES BOUCHER ADAMS
BOYER BROWN BINKLEY
COLLINS COTTEN COGHILL
DAVIDSON DAVIS, C. DUNCAN
DAVIS, M. DONLEY ELIASON
ELLIS FINKELSTEIN FAHRENKAMP
FOSTER FURNACE FAIKS
GOLL GRUENBERG FRANK
GRUSSENDORF HANLEY HALFORD
HOFFMAN HUDSON JONES
JACKO KOPONEN KELLY
KUBINA LARSON KERTTULA
LEMAN MACLEAN PEARCE
MARTIN MENARD POURCHOT
MILLER NAVARRE RCDEY
PETTYJOHN PHILLIPS STURGUI.EWSKI
RIEGER SHARP SZYMANSKI
SHULTZ SWACKHAMMER UEHLING
TAYLOR ULMER ZHAROFF
WALLIS ZAWACKI



DEC 27 ' 89 11:52 KENAI PENINSULA- BC>RO 907262i892* °» Directors Reeommenclatlon* - 49 P. 2♦ 193k District-Submitted Resolutions

SUBJECT: FUNDING88-36
EDUCATION ENDOWMENT
WHEREAS, (he school districts ol (he Stele hcvs had lo cope with the rising crvJ (ailing price ol ol!and its impact upon me Slate's revenues and ultimately upon the lounaation lcmr.ua; and.
WHEREAS, the scnocl districts ol the Slate in 1935 erduted teverue shortfalls alter apptoval 01 their respective budgets: and,
WHEREAS, the Governor of the State of Alaska has, with vision and foresight, proposed an amendment to the Stale's Constitution that would create an educational endowment lend: and,
WHEREAS, |lne 1CvI6-83 draft ol] the proposed amendment with suspension ptowsion add6d would be In the best interests of the students cl the Stato; and.
WHEREAS, the endowment would begin payment to the school districts ot the Stale in the year 2009; and.
WHEREAS, the suspension provision would protect the State in a time ol serious revenue decline by net requiring payment lo the tund;
NOW

ACTION: HJR13 passed the House 30-8-2, transmitted to the Senate 
RECOMMENDATION: continue resolution as amended

NOTE; Underlined material is being added 
Material In brackets rs being [derated)



ALASKA A SSO C IA T IO N  
O F  

S C H O O L  B U S IN E SS  O FF IC IA L S

D e c e m b e r  5„ 1989

S e n a to r  P a u l  F is c h e r ,  C h a i rm a n  
H ea l th ,  E d u c a t io n  &  Soc ia l  S e rv ic e s  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S ta te  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P. O. B ox  V (MS 3100)
J u n e a u ,  A la s k a  99811

Re: R e so lu t io n s :  1. U n i t  V a lu e  In c re a s e  o f  th e  E d u c a t io n
F o u n d a t io n  F o rm u la  

2. G o v e rn o r  C ow pe r 's  E d u c a t io n  
E n d o w m en t  P ro p o s a l

D e a r  S e n a to r  F is c h e r :

E n c lo s e d  a re  tw o  r e s o lu t io n s  w h ic h  th e  A la s k a  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  
S c h o o l  B u s in e s s  O f f ic ia l s  B oa rd  o f  D i r e c to r s  p r e s e n t  to you 
r e q u e s t i n g  y o u r  s u p p o r t .

T h a n k  you  fo r  y o u r  th o u g h t f u l  c o n s id e r a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

P a t t i  C a r l s o n  
P re s id e n t ,  A L A S B O

PC/ li

E n c l o s u r e s

cc: G o v e rn o r  S te v e  C ow p e r



IN C R E A S E  IN  T H E  U N IT  V A LU E  O F  T H E  FO U N D A T IO N  FO R M U L A

W H E R E A S ,  th e  $60,000 u n i t  v a lu e  has b e e n  in  e x i s t e n c e  fo r  th re e  
y e a r s  y e t ,  e d u c a t io n a l  c o s t s  c o n t in u e  to  in c re a s e ;

W H E R E A S ,  th e  d is t r ic t s  w e r e  r e q u i r e d  to  a b s o rb  fu l l  t e a c h e r  
r e t i r e m e n t ;

W H E R E A S ,  in c re a s e d  c o s t  o f  m ed ic a l  c o 1 Ta g e  h a s  a s ig n i f i c a n t  im p a c t  
o n  a v a i l a b l e  d o l l a r s  f o r  e d u c a t io n ;

W H E R E A S ,  th e re  is a n  in c r e a s in g  n eed  to  p ro v id e  re p a i r s  and  
m a in t e n a n c e  to f a c i l i t i e s  b u i l t  ten  y e a r s  ago ;

W H E R E A S ,  d is t r ic t s  a re  b e in g  a sk ed  to  d e s ig n  a n d  im p lem en t  
p r o g r a m s  f o r  a t- risk  y o u th ;

W H E R E A S ,  m an y  o th e r  s ta te s  a re  in c r e a s in g  fu n d in g  f o r  e d u c a t io n  
a n d  A la s k a  ha s  b e en  c u t t i n g  o r  f r e e z in g  fu n d in g ;

W H E R E A S ,  A la s k a  s c h o o l  d i s t r ic t s  m u s t  b e  c o m p e t i t iv e  in  te a c h e r  
s a l a r i e s  to  f a i r  w e l l  in  th e  n a t io n a l  s e a rc h  f o r  g o o d  te a ch e rs ;

W H E R E A S ,  d is t r i c t s  h a v e  b e en  r e q u i r e d  to  im p lem e n t  a s b e s to s  
a b a t e m e n t  p r o g r am s ,  r i g h t  to  k n o w  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  p r o g r a m s  
a n d  e tc .;

W H E R E A S ,  the  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  no t fu n d in g  an  in c r e a s e  d i r e c t ly  
a f f e c t s  t h e  q u a l i ty  o f  e d u c a t io n a l  p ro g r am s  o f f e r e d  in th e  S ta te ;

N O W  T H E R E F O R E  B E  IT  R E S O L V E D  tha t the A la sk a  A sso c ia t io n  o f  
S c h o o l  B u s in e s s  O f f ic ia ls  B o a rd  o f  D i re c to r s  s e e k  an  in c r e a s e  in  th e  
u n i t  v a lu e  o f  10% f rom  $60,000 to  $66,000.

Reso lu tion  Approved  by  the A L A S B O  Board o f  D irectors,  N o v em b er  28, 1989



E D U C A T I O N  E N D O W M E N T

W H E R E A S ,  th e  s c h o o l  d is t r i c t s  o f  th e  S t a t e  h a v e  had  to  „ w i th  th e  
r i s in g  a n d  f a l l in g  p r ic e  o f  o i l  a n d  i ts  im p a c t  u p o n  th e  S ta te 's  r e v e n u e s  
a n d  u l t im a t e l y  u p o n  th e  f o u n d a t i o n  f o rm u la ;  and ,

W H E R E A S ,  th e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  o f  th e  S t a t e  in  1986 e n d u r e d  r e v e n u e  
s h o r t f a l l s  a f t e r  a p p ro v a l  o f  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  b u d g e ts ;  and ,

W H E R E A S ,  th e  G o v e r n o r  o f  th e  S ta te  o f  A l a s k a  has,  w i th  v i s io n  a n d  
f o r e s i g h t ,  p r o p o s e d  an  a m e n d m e n t  to  t h e  S ta te ' s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  
w o u ld  c r e a t e  an  e d u c a t i o n a l  e n d o w m e n t  f u n d ;  and ,

W H E R E A S ,  [ th e  10/06/88 d r a f t  o f]  t h e  p r o p o s e d  a m e n d m e n t  w i th  
s u s p e n s i o n  p r o v i s i o n  a d d e d  w o u ld  b e  in  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  
s tu d e n t s  o f  th e  S ta te ; and,

W H E R E A S ,  th e  e n d o w m e n t  w o u ld  b e g i n  p a y m e n t  to  th e  s c h o o l  
d i s t r i c t s  o f  the  S ta te  in  the  y e a r  2000; and ,

W H E R E A S ,  th e  su s p e n s io n  p ro v i s io n  w o u ld  p r o t e c t  th e  S ta te  in  a  t im e  
o f  s e r io u s  r e v e n u e  d e c l in e  b y  n o t  r e q u i r i n g  p a y m e n t  to  th e  fund ;

N O W  T H E R E F O R E  B E  IT  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  th e  A la s k a  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  
S c h o o l  B u s in e s s  O f f ic ia l s  B o a rd  o f  D i r e c to r s  d o e s  l e n d  i ts  fu ll s u p p o r t  
to  th e  c o n c e p t  o f  a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  e n d o w m e n t  f u n d  to  b e  u s e d  f o r  
p u b l i c  e l e m e n t a r y  a n d  s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  d o e s  u rg e  p a s s a g e  o f  
th i s  a m e n d m e n t .

Resolution approved by the ALASBO Board of Directors, November 28, 1989



RESOLUTION NO. 90-2

Supporting Constitutional Amendment Establishing 
Educational Endowment Fund.

SOUTHEAST ISLAND S C H O O L  DISTRICT

W HEREAS, the right to a free education for every child is mandated in Alaska by the State 
Constitution; and

W HEREAS, the education of our children is the most critical public service provided by 
the State, and

W HEREAS, volatile and unpredictable oil revenues have resulted in decreased State 
funding for education over the past few years; and

W HEREAS, the fortune of Prudhoe Bay should be shared with Alaskans ol the future; and

W HEREAS, the proposed Education Endowment Amendment will assure that funding will 
be available to fulfill the obligation to our children in the future;

NOW, TH EREFO RE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Southeast Island School District Board of 
Education that the Board supports and endorses an amendment to the Constitution of the 
State of Alaska as proposed by the Governor to allow for the use of Permanent Fund 
earnings for creation of an Education Endowment Fund.

APPROVED this 21st day of September, 1989.

Board President

Board Clerk



A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

While in Ketchikan 
352 Front Street 

Ketchikan, f.H CW0\ 
907-225-9675

MEMORANDUM

Senator Lloyd Jones

While in Juneau 
P.O. Box V 

Juneau, AK 99811 
907-465-3743

To: Senator Paul Fisher, Chairman
Senate HESS Committee

From: Senator Lloyd Jor

Date: March 19,1990

Subject: Written testimony regarding HJR13

The attached written testimony was sent to me by a constituent in Ketchikan. I 
would appreciate it being included in the public record regarding our hearing 
in Ketchikan.

liyder ° Saxman • Ketchikan • Meyers Chuck • Wrangell • Petersburg • Kuprcanot



February 21, 1990

636 D e e r m o u n t , #1 
K e t c h i k a n ,  A l a s k a  
99901

S e n a t o r  L l o y d  J o n e s ,  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P .O .  Box V (MS 3100 )  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  
9981 1

L y
S e n a t o r —Jon  o s  5

Due  t o  a c o n f l i c t  o f  s c h e d u l e s ,  I was u n a b l e  
t o  a t t e n d  t h e  roost r e c e n t  S e n a t e  H e a l t h ,  
E d u c a t i o n ,  and  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  h e a r i n g  h e r e  
i n  K e t c h i k a n .

1'f i t  p o s s i b l e ,  I w o u ld  l i k e  t o  h a ve  t h e  
e n c l o s e d  s t a t e m e n t  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d .

Thank  you ,

c c s  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S e n a t e ,  T im  K e l l y  
S e n a t o r  A1 Adams 
S e n a t o r  J i m  D u n ca n  
S e n a t o r  R i  ck  H a 1 f o r d  
S e n a t o r  P a u l  F i s c h e r



My name i s  Bob J o n e s .  I have  been  a r e s i d e n t  o f  K e t c h i k a n  f o r  

t h e  p a s t  15 y e a r s .  I am t h e  im m e d i a t e  p a s t  Ch a i rm a n  o f  T h e  

G r e a t e r  K e t c h i k a n  D e m o c r a t i c  P r e c i n c t s  C o m m i t t e e  and s e r v e  on 

t h e  A l a s k a  D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y  S t a t e  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e .

I am h e r e  t o d a y  t o  a sk  y o u  t o  move t h e  d e b a t e  on t h e  E d u c a t i o n

Endowment  o u t  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  room s  i n  J u n e a u  and on t o  t h e  

p e o p l e  o f  A l a s k a .

I am one  o f  many A l a s k a n s  who r e m a in  u n d e c i d e d  on t h i s  q u e s t i o n

and t h e r e  seem s  t o  be more  o f  u s  a l l  t h e  t i m e  a s  we p low

t h r o u g h  t h e  r h e t o r i c  t o  u n e a r t h  t h e  r e a l  i s s u e s .

T h i s  p r o p o s a l  w o u ld  be t h e  f i r s t  m a jo r  p u b l i c  p o l i c y  c h a n g e  

r e g a r d i n g  t h e  P e rm a n e n t  F u n d  s i n c e  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  

t h e  d i v i d e n d  p rog ra m .  I f e e l  i t  i s  t h e  t y p e  o f  d e b a t e  t h a t  can  

b e s t  be a c c o m p l i s h e d  by t h e  p r o  and  co n  cam p a ig n  t h a t  w o u ld  

f o l l o w  y o u r  a c t i o n  m o v in g  i t  t o  t h e  b a l l o t .

I ask  t h a t  i f  you  o p p o s e  t h e  endowm ent  you  p l a c e  i t  on t h e  

b a l l o t  and  t h e n  cam p a ig n  a g a i n s t  i t  ~ b u t  p l e a s e  -  a t  l e a s t  g i v e  

t h e  v o t e r s  o f  A l a s k a  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  d e c i d e .

Bob J o n e s  
636 D e e r m o u n t ,  +tl 
K e t c h i k a n ,  A l a s k a  
99901



^ A V u ir / i '  

3 G £  i/ 4 fc * 4 / £ e r7 e fy

9?C6f ^  1 2  1

A f f r f t t f  / ? ? o

PLC /l'fl T tT  / p £ ~ £ £  d>&

/ d  d V ' l /

z d / v e ttv , ^  ? / / / '

'■ ^!'O r^d/ y L p g c ia y  /bi-i'H cS ’ZZ l -zA  yPjPLL  ry z jg  /U -pA A ^r-^/ L & L ,

fr t'p  4S*^ ■'7cii1 3 ? u ^  j /  / U * f  //ls y f^ C - c^ t^ J^

c t s c o t ^ t . ^  & ? **< & L P ~ ' iZ 't& v

ft'- t. luz-dJ^Tcr y4 i^S v- e—

? 1 ~
^ < £  i* ^*Vt_ i>-V \ <&-t,l-C <2-d^ .

. -.     _   v

A /? '  " PLL,
> J J  <2*1 y <?<■’/  l£  t i d y ,  **■<! £^.- <î cr*>
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April 10, 1990

Senator Paul Fischer 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Fischer:

We bel ieve that  i f  the future  of public education in Alaska is to be a 

bright  one there must be a stable source of  funding. The Education Fund 

proposed by Governor Cowper is  a reasonable method of  establ ishing such a 

funding source.

We urge you to pass HJR 13 out of the HESS committee and we urge you 

to advocate fo r  i t s  f in a l  passage.

Thank you for  your time and a t ten t ion .  We would be interested in hearing 

from you regarding the disposit ion of  th is  j o i n t  resolut ion.

Sincere ly ,

Name Address

ft.AA

k . Ar/oic

l£ j.A b iU ?  _

' I r s A f
/

fS&y a.(Aj? a a / A  K H tfb p !1!

\JirUL S-'t. /n# /9X rr'/cKp(o’yp , _

j'K*? ix?, C c n n A  OM ..

/fowTUL/L. . ?  9 /£ ?____

S o y / ^ f S -  F C 6  / b ^ e i j A L ' r l O O ?
P .O . 6 cry- B ^ Z

S cr  M ^ U k‘ k j k

m m .  ^ m U iL m i__________

-AJ2J2-ASI.£ JA A A _________________

AAcu F ' y i c d d < 0  f4-£~ 

'ja k . £ >£ L £ L _________________

P . o . & i c n n  te rm ,.. / I k  M b l!

?<9 Bkry -)L\ ’s jc A L Z ^  , A k -

P.<0• f W  55(ob, AKWM*}

-7570  f< A n a / 'j2 £  ( fo iu e- ?  / ) £ n A t # £ . 

VMSti Ctwerbr. M  994//



r / /  J  A  I 3

a£i
f <
<{$>£ S

K <

} J  £



S e w a r d  J r / S r .  H i g h  S c h o o l

Kenai Peninsula Borough School District P.O. Box 227 
Seward, Alaska 99664 
(907) 224-3351

Dear Sen. Paul Fischer,

lam a senior at Seward High School. My class has been discussing 

the Educational Endowment. I support the proposal and the ideas that 

come with it. With the decrease in oil revenues, Alaska will soon 

need funds and I feel that education will be the first to suffer.

I am for the Education Endowment because education is the most 

important part of a chi Ids life. If we have funds set aside for 

education, that will be a postive move for Alaska because there 

will always be money for schools and teachers.

I would please like any additional information on the proposal.

Sincerely,



Soldotna Elementary 
Soldotna, Alaska 99669 
April 1 2 , 1990

Senator Paul Fischer 
Alaska State Senate 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Fischer:

Please pass HJR 13 out of the HESS Committee and support its 
final passage.

The peopie of Alaska deserve the right to vote on this important
issue.

Sincerely, .
<L
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W h a t  c a n  w e  d o  
t o  w i n  p e a c e  i n  C e n t r a l  A m e r i c a ?

T w o  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  h e a r

S a r a  M i l e s

F r i d a y  - M a r c h  2 3 r d  - 1 2  N o o n
H i l t o n  H o t e l  - D i l l i n g h a m  R o o m ,  2 n d  f l o o r

W o r l d  A f f a i r s  C o u n c i l  F r i d a y  L u n c h e o n  S e r i e s

N I C A R A G U A  A N D  E L  S A L V A D O R :  
W A R  O R  P E A C E  I N  C E N T R A L  A M E R I C A

U A A  students adm itted w ithout charge; others $4 m in im u m .

F r i d a y  - M a r c h  2 3 r d  - 7 : 3 0  p . m .
R m .  1 0 8 ,  A l l i e d  H e a l t h  S c i e n c e s  B l d g . ,  U A A  - E a s t  C a m p u s

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  E L  S A L V A D O R
S a r a  M i l e s  a n d  B o b  O s t e r t a g

Sara Mites is one of the principal researchers and writers in the United States on Z1«S. military pol­
icy in the fIhird World. She has also studied roar, revolution and social change from Nicaragua to 
'El Salvador the the Philippines. She and (Boh Ostertag worked in E l Salvador in 1988 and 1989 
researching the growth of the SKBEdtfL PSK^B/ and the Salvadoran right, and the development of 
the PMLdtls strategy. In two special issues, 9t%CLSL puhlished their timely analysis of the 
impending crisis in E l Salvador.

No charge, donations accepted 

Sponsored by :
S P A C  - S t u d e n t  P o l i t i c a l  A w a r e n e s s  C o m m i t t e e  

A C A L A  - A l a s k a n s  C o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  L a t i n  A m e r i c a  
P i  S i g m a  A l p h a  

M a r t i n  L u t h e r  K i n g ,  J r .  P e a c e  &  J u s t i c e  C e n t e r  
S o c i a l  C o n c e r n s  C o m m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  C a t h o l i c  A r c h d i o c e s e

For  inform ation : 5 6 2 -2 16 1 , Ex t. 1 5 1 5
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W h a t  c a n  w e  d o  
t o  w i n  p e a c e  i n  C e n t r a l  A m e r i c a ?

T w o  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  h e a r

S a r a  M i l e s

F r i d a y  - M a r c h  2 3 r d  - 1 2  N o o n
H i l t o n  H o t e l  - D i l l i n g h a m  R o o m ,  2 n d  f l o o r

W o r l d  A f f a i r s  C o u n c i l  F r i d a y  L u n c h e o n  S e r i e s

N I C A R A G U A  A N D  E L  S A L V A D O R :  
W A R  O R  P E A C E  I N  C E N T R A L  A M E R I C A

U A A  students adm itted w ithout charge; others $4 m in im u m .

❖

F r i d a y  - M a r c h  2 3 r d  - 7 : 3 0  p . m .
R m .  1 0 6 ,  A l l i e d  H e a l t h  S c i e n c e s  B l d g . ,  U A A  - E a s t  C a m p u s

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  E L  S A L V A D O R
S a r,"  M i l e s  a n d  B o b  O s t e r t a g

Sara Mites is one of the principal researchers and uniters in the United States on fil3 . military pol- 
icy in the dhird World. She has also studied war, revolution and social change from Micaragua to 
E l Salvador the the Philippines. She and (Bo6 Ostertag worked in E l Salvador in 1988 and 1989 
researching the growth of the SHREOtSl PWRSPf and the Salvadoran right, and the development of 
the IfMLfACs strategy. In iwo special issues, MpLCLSL puhlished their timely analysis of the 
impending crisis in E l Salvador.

N o  charge ,  d o n a t i o n s  a c cep t ed  

Sponsored by :

S P A C  - S t u d e n t  P o l i t i c a l  A w a r e n e s s  C o m m i t t e e  
A C A L A  - A l a s k a n s  C o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  L a t i n  A m e r i c a  

P i  S i g m a  A l p h a  
M a r t i n  L u t h e r  K i n g ,  J r .  P e a c e  &  J u s t i c e  C e n t e r  

S o c i a l  C o n c e r n s  C o m m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  C a t h o l i c  A r c h d i o c e s e

For  inform ation : 5 6 2 -2 1 6 1 , Ex t. 1 5 1 5



My name i s  S h i r l e y  I r e t o n .  I h a v e  b e e n  a r e s i d e n t  o f  A l a s k a  
s i n c e  1969 and a t e a c h e r  -for t h e  A n c h o r a q e  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  f o r  
t h e  l a s t  f i f t e e n  years . .  B o t h  o f  my c h i l d r e n  r s c i e v e d  v e r y  f i n e  
e d u c a t i o n s  h e r e  and t h a t  i s  why I am h e r e - - t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  
i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  f u n d i n g  f o r  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s .  I t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  
t h a t  w i t h i n  10 y e a r s  t h a t  t h e  c o s t  o f  e d u c a t i o n  i n  A l a s k a  w i l l  
e x c e e d  $1 b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  Now I know t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  t h o s e  who 
w o u ld  l i k e  t o  c u t  t h a t  b u d g e t  b u t  t h e  r e a l i t y  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  c u t  a l a b o r  i n t e n s i v e  e f f o r t .  D u r i n g  t h e  past,  f e w  
y e a r s  we h a v e  s e e n  v e r y  r e a l  c u t s  t o  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m  and 
t h e  e f f e c t  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  i s  v e r y  r e a l .  C l a s s  s i z e s  go  up* 
t h e r e  i s  a l a c k  o f  s u p p l i e s . ,  r e p l a c e m e n t  d a t e s  o f  t e x t b o o k s  
w h i c h  s h o u l d  b e  r e p l a c e d  a r e  moved b a c k ,  p u r c h a s e s  o f  
s u p p o r t i n g  m a t e r i a l s  and e q u i p m e n t  a r e  p o s t p o n e d ,  r e p a i r s  t o  
b u i l d i n g s  a r e  n o t  made, s t u d e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  c u t ,  and  c u t s  
t o  p e r s o n n e l  and s a l a r i e s  l e a v e  s t a f f  d e m o r a l i s e d .

Somehow t h i s  s t a t e  n e e d s  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  d o e s  n o t  h appen  
a g a i n .  And t h e  E d u c a t i o n  Fu n d  i s  a common s e n s e  a p p r o a c h  t o  
e n s u r e  some s t a b i l i t y  t o  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m .  I w o u ld  u r g e  
t h i s  c o m m i t t e  t o  a c t  upon  t h i s  b i l l  and move it.  t o  a f l o o r  v o t e  
and a l l o w  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h i s  s t a t e  t o  d e c i d e  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  
t h e  e a r n i n g s  o f  t h e  p e r m a n e n t  f u n d  b e  u s e d  i n  t h i s  m a n n e r .

Thank  you !



Testimony Before the Senate HESS Committee
on the Education Fund 

March 24, 1990 
Abbe Hensley, President

On behalf of the nearly 18,000 Alaskan PTA members, I would like to thank 

you for providing this opportunity for members of the public to comment on the 

Education Fund idea. As you know, roundtrip airfare between Anchorage and 

Juneau is now close to $400, and volunteer organizations like ours which are 

funded primarily through members' dues just can't afford to go down to Juneau 

frequently to visit with you.

During our annual statewide convention last spring, the Alaska PTA voted 

to support the Education Fund. We had a great deal of discussion about the issue 

and many questions were raised — and answered to our satisfaction.

As parents, with an interest in our children's education, many of us 

regularly set aside a portion of our family's earnings (or at least know we should!) 

for our children's future education, whether that might be college or vocational or 

technical school. This idea has become such a part of our culture that many 

institutions have developed special plans to help parents save for their children's 

future education. Banks and life insurance companies traditionally have played 

roles in this arena. In the past several years, many colleges and universities have



begun "pay now, go to college later" plans, enabling parents to save for tuition at 

specific institutions. Even the federal government wants to help us save for 

college with savings bonds.

With this kind of American tradition, why does it seem odd for us to save for 

elementary and secondary education for ALL Alaskan children?

Several misconceptions about the Education Fund show up again and again, 

in the press and in conversations.

Myth #i. The Education Fund is referred to frequently as the Governor's 

Education Fund. Perhaps some opponents of the idea feel that this will 

automatically cause those who do not agree with the Governor and his policies to 

oppose the proposition. In reality, the Governor got this idea from the Alaska 

Coalition for Education, who came up with it several years ago. The Coalition's 

core members include the presidents of the State Board of Education, the 

Association of Alaskan School Boards, and the Alaska PTA -- all representing the 

public.

Myth #2. The Education Fund would provide additional money for 

education. Not so — the intent of the Fund is to provide a stable source of 

funding.

Myth #3. The Education Fund would strip us of our Permanent Fund 

dividend checks. As a woman in Fairbanks said, we can lose $100 of our dividend

2



checks or pay out a considerably greater amount later on in taxes.

Myth #4. Creating the Education Fund would mean fewer controls on how 

the money is spent. That is not true. Money for education would continue to be 

appropriated by the Legislature.

It seems to us that the bottom line is: With declining oil revenue, how do 

we find a way to provide a stable source of funding for education that we can all 

count on? If we want our children to get the best possible schooling, if we want 

schools' funds to be spent in a responsible fashion, if we want accountability from 

teachers and administrators, then we must do our part.

Whether or not you agree with the idea of creating the Education Fund (and 

I hope that you will), we would encourage you to allow the people of Alaska the 

opportunity to further study and discuss and then to vote on this important issue.

3



EDUCATION ENDOWMENT FUND

A d o p t e d  b y  A l a s k a  F T A  C o n v e n t i o n ,  M a r c h  3 1 ,  1 9 8 9

W h e r e a s ,  One o f  t h e  O b j e c t s  o f  t h e  P T A  . i s ,  " T o  d e v e l o p  b e t w e e n  e d u c a t o r s

and  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  s u c h  u n i t e d  e f f o r t s  as  w i l l  s e c u r e  f o r  a l l  

c h i l d r e n  and y o u t h  t h e  h i g h e s t  a d v a n t a g e s  i n  p h y s i c a l ,  m e n t a l ,  

s o c i a l  at.d s p i r i t u a l  e d u c a t i o n ; "  and

W h e r e a s ,  T h e  A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  m a n d a t e s  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  e s t a b l i s h  and

m a i n t a i n  a s y s t e m  o f  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s ;  and

W h e r e a s ,  E d u c a t i o n  o f  A l a s k a ' s  c h i l d r e n  i s  t h e  m o s t  c r i t i c a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y

o f  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t ;  and

W h e r e a s ,  A  s t a b l e ,  a s s u r e d  s o u r c e  o f  f u n d i n g  f o r  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  p r o v i d e s

f o r  an o r d e r l y  e d u c a t i o n a l  p l a n n i n g  and  b u d g e t i n g  p r o c e s s ,  h e l p i n g  

t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  m o n ey  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  i s  s p e n t  
w i s e l y ;  t h e r e f o r e  b e  i t

R e s o l v e d ,  T h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  P T A ,  i t s  u n i t s  and  c o u n c i l s ,  s u p p o r t  t h e

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  an  e d u c a t i o n  e n dow m en t  f u n d ,  t h e  i n c o m e  f r o m  

v/ i i ich  w o u l d  b e  u s e d  t o  f u n d  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  when t h e  f u n d  b a l a n c e  
i s  l a r g e  e n o u g h ;  a n d  be i t  f u r t h e r

R e s o l v e d ,  T h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  P T A ,  i t s  u n i t s  and  c o u n c i l s ,  s u p p o r t  t h e  u se

o f  a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  P e r m a n e n t  Fund  e a r n i n g s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  

and  b u i l d  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  endowmen t  f u n d .

R A T I O N A L E

" T h i s  y e a r  I  w i l l  a l s o  a s k  y o u  f o r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  p l a c e  b e f o r e  t h e  

v o t e r s  i n  1990 t h e  E d u c a t i o n  Amen dmen t  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  w h i c h  w o u l d  

p l a c e  40 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  P e r m a n e n t  F u n d ' s  e a r n i n g s  b a c k  i n t o  t h e  f u n d  f o r  15 

y e a r s .  A t  t h e  end  o f  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  i n com e  f r o m  t h e  E d u c a t i o n  Am endm en t  w i l l  

be  u s e d  t o  f u n d  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n .  T h a t  means t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  o i l  m oney  ha s  

come and  g o n e ,  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  o u r  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  be  a s u r e  t h i n g .

The  E d u c a t i o n  Amendment  i s  a m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  an i d e a  t h a t  o n c e  had  

s t r o n g  c u r r e n c y  i n  A l a s k a :  T h a t  t h e  f o r t u n e  o f  P r u d h o e  Bay o u g h t  t o  be  s h a r e d  

w i t h  t h e  A l a s k a n s  o f  t h e  f u t u r e .  O f  a l l  t h e  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s  we p r o v i d e ,  none  

i s  so  c r i t i c a l  a s  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  A l a s k a ' s  c h i l d r e n .  The  E d u c a t i o n  Amendment  

w i l l  a s s u r e  t h a t  we w i l l  h a v e  t h e  m oney  t o  f u l f i l l  t h a t  o b l i g a t i o n  i n  t h e  

f u t u r e ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  o i l  p r o d u c t i o n . "

G o v e r n o r  S t e v e  C o w p e r ,  S t a t e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  A d d r e s s ,  J a n u a r y  1 0 ,  1 9 8 9



D e a r  A l a s k a n  L e g i s l a t o r :

W e  s t r o n g l y  e n c o u r a g e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  i n  p l a c i n g  t h e  

E d u c a t i o n  F u n d  ( H J R  1 3 )  o n  t h e  1 9 9 0  s t a t e w i d e  e l e c t i o n  

b a l l o t ,  b e c a u s e  w e  b e l i e v e  i t  i s  a  s o u n d ,  l o n g  r a n g e  s o l u t i o n  t o  

p u b l i c  s c h o o l  f u n d i n g  n e e d s .
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Please Return: Office of the Governor, P.O. Box A, Juneau, Alaska 99811 • 465-3500



W e  s t r o n g l y  e n c o u r a g e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  i n  p l a c i n g  t h e  

E d u c a t i o n  F u n d  ( H J R  1 3 )  o n  t h e  1 9 9 0  s t a t e w i d e  e l e c t i o n  

b a l l o t ,  b e c a u s e  w e  b e l i e v e  i t  i s  a  s o u n d ,  l o n g  r a n g e  s o l u t i o n  t o  

p u b l i c  s c h o o l  f u n d i n g  n e e d s .

Piease Return: Office of the Governor, P.O. Box A, Juneau, Alaska 99811 • 465-3500



D e a r  A l a s k a n  L e g i s l a t o r :

W e  s t r o n g l y  e n c o u r a g e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  i n  p l a c i n g  t h e  

E d u c a t i o n  F u n d  ( H J R  1 3 )  o n  t h e  1 9 9 0  s t a t e w i d e  e l e c t i o n  

b a l l o t ,  b e c a u s e  w e  b e l i e v e  i t  i s  a  s o u n d ,  l o n g  r a n g e  s o l u t i o n  t o  

p u b l i c  s c h o o l  f u n d i n g  n e e d s .

Please Return: Office of the Governor, P.O. Box A, Juneau, Alaska 99811 • 465-3500



'

NEA-ALASKA
AFFILIATED WITH THE NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

' V
D o n  O b e r g .  P r e s i d e n t

Mary Lou Brent 
Vice-PresidentBox 80074Fairbanks AJ.v» a ̂ >70S
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(907) 274-0536 

FAX: (907)274 0551

JUNEAU OFFICE
105 MUNICIPAL WAY. SUITE 302 
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(907) 586-3090 

FAX (907)586-2744
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FAX (907)451-2159

Judy Sslo 
N E A  Director4510 KenaiLv Ccurt Kenai. Alaska ! I

Paul Jarvi 
Region I DirectorPO Box 5S7b Ketchikan. Ahskj 99901

Deedie Sorenson 
Region I Director6903 Sunny Dr Juneau. A!a>ka HSOI

Beverly Goad 
Region II DirectorBox 343Copper Center A'uska 9957.

DeWayne Craig 
Region III Director•Rio So Forest D* -3-A Kenai. Alaska 9% i I

Myra Poage 
Region IV  DirectorBox 973Nome. Alaska 99T&2

Marilyn Rosene 
Region IV  DirectorBox 1170Dillingham Alaska '>9576

Mike Warme 
Region IV  DirectorPO Box 72Nooivik Ala .ka 99763

Claudia Douglas 
Region V  DirectorPO Box 74S37 Fairbanks. Alaska ,J9707

Gayle Harbo 
Region V  DiccctorBoxX0522 College Alaska 9970S

Loretta B. Christie 
Region VI Director2229 YtwkJi'je I j:w Anchorage. Ala*k.i 0951)4

Don Hadley 
Region V I Director3259 We Jvan Dr Anchor.»ge Alaska 995(18

Richard Kronberg 
Region VI Director3511 Chiniak Bay Dr Anchorage. Alaska 99515

April 3, 1990

TO:

FROM:

RE:

Sena to r Paul I^scher, Chair, and members of Senate HESS Committee 

Don Oberg

House Jo in t Resolution No. 13; "Proposing an amendment to tbe 
Constitution of the S ta te  of Alaska, establishing a perm anen t endowment 
for education in Alaska."

NEA-Alaska supports and encourages the passage of H JR  13.

Public education in Alaska is such an im portan t and vital part o f our long range
fu tu re  tha t removing a s ign if ican t fund ing  source from the annua l "competition" 
w ith in  the budget process is essential fo r  the s tab il i ty  which is necessary if we arc to
improve upon the programs and services which arc available to students.

H JR  13 is a sound, forward- think ing solution to public school funding.

U tiliza tion  of perm anent fund  earnings to establish a basis fo r fund ing  public 
education is consistent w ith the original in ten t and purpose of the permanent fund 
itself.

We encourage tha t the legislative discussion and deliberation also acknowledge that 
earnings from the endowment account may requ ire  periodic supplemental 
app ropria t ions from other sources un til the earnings from the account itself arc 
su f f ic ien t to fu lly  fund  public education.

Thank  you for your consideration of our positions. LE03/HJR13/dl

i Mounds 
on V I Director58h i Winding W.’v

AtuluuAgv AM a*N$«4
Pamela Reynolds 

Region V I Director
1510 Hlc.nh ire D* 135 
Anchorage 99507

Carolyn Tolson 
Region V II DurctorBox 87393(

W.ivlf,». Al.i'k.i ‘>>v8?

Hank Hairison 
Region K Director

Box 110325 S >: «• n 
AltihoM'Je A ln i •. ,#95I I
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R E P U B L I C A N  A S S O C I A T I O N  F O R  P R O F E S S I O N A L  AN D B U S I N E S S  WOMEN

F e b r u a r y  1 2 ,  1 9 9 0

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  S t e v e  C o w p e r  
G o v e r n o r  o f  A l a s k a  
P o u c h  V 
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a

D e a r  G o v e r n o r  C o w p e r :

T h e  R e p u b l i c a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  P r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d  B u s i n e s s  W om en  { R A P & B W ) 
w i s h e s  t o  g o  o n  r e c o r d  a s  o p p o s i n g  y o u r  p r o p o s e d  E d u c a t i o n  E n d o w m e n t  l u n d .  
A s  w e u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  p r o p o s a l ,  i t  w o u l d  s e t  a s i d e  4 0  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  
e a r n i n g s  o f  t h e  P e r m a n e n t  F u n d  f o r  t h e  n e x t  15 y e a r s  a s  a  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  
e n d o w m e n t .

T h e  s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  m a n d a t e s  t h e  s t a t e  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  
A l a s k a n s ,  a n d  t h i s  h a s  b e e n  a d e q u a t e l y  a c c o m p l i s h e d  w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e  
o v e r s i g h t  b y  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .

W i t h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  E d u c a t i o n  E n d o w m e n t ,  t h e  f u n d i n g  o f  A l a s k a ’ s  
e d u c a t i o n  n e e d s  w o u l d  n o t  g o  t h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r l y  l e g i s l a t i v e  r e v i e w ,  a n d  i t  
w o u l d  a l s o  c h a n g e  id ie  w a y  ;>e p a y  f o r  g o v e r n m e n t  s e r v i c e s .  D o  we i n  t h e  
f u t u r e  a l s o  p a y  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n ,  h e a l t h  a n d  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  a n d  o t h e r  c o n ­
s t i t u t i o n a l l y  m a n d a t e d  s e r v i c e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  e n d o w m e n t  p r o c e s s ?  We t h i n k  
n o t .

Y o u r  p r o p o s a l  i s  a c t u a l l y  a  t a x  o n  a l l  P e r m a n e n t  F u n d  d i v i d e n d  r e c i p i e n t s ,  
p a i d  f o r  t h r o u g h  a  r e d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  d i v i d e n d .  T h e  4 0  p e r c e n t  r e d u c t i o n  i n  
P e r m a n e n t  F u n d  e a r n i n g s  t o  c o v e r  t h e  p r o p o s e d  E d u c a t i o n  E n d o w m e n t  w o u l d  
r e s u l t  i n  t h e  d i v i d e n d  b e i n g  r e d u c e d  f r o m  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 1 , 5 0 0  t o  $ 9 0 0  p e r  
i n d i v i d u a l .  We f i n d  t h i s  t o  b e  t o t a l l y  i n a p p r o p r i a t e .

T h e  p e o p l e  o f  A l a s k a  h a v e  r e p e a t e d l y  a s k e d  t h a t  t h e  c o s t  o f  s t a t e  g o v e r n ­
m e n t  b e  c u t .  T h i s  h a s  n o t  o c c u r r e d  a n d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a n  e n d o w m e n t  
f u n d  t o  f u n d  e d u c a t i o n  i s  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  b e  a  s t e p  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  
I n s t e a d  i t  w i l l  f r e e  a d d i t i o n a l  d o l l a r s  f o r  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  b o d i e s  t o  u s e  
o n  p e t  p r o j e c t s  a n d  t o  f e e d  a n  e v e r - e x p a n d i n g  b u r e a u c r a c y .



G o v e r n o r  Co wp er - 2 - F e b r u a r y  12, 1990

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  we o b j e c t  t o  t h e  s p e n d i n g  o f  p u b l i c  f u n d s  t o  t r y  t o  c o n v i n c e  
t h e  v o t e r s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  p r o p o s a l .  T h i s  e f f o r t  w o u l d  b e  a  w a s t e  o f  o u r  
m o n e y  s i n c e  t h e  s u r v e y s  c o n d u c t e d  b y  D i t t m a n ,  R e p .  C o l l i n s ,  t h e  l e g i s l a ­
t u r e ,  S e n .  K e l l y  a n d  R e p .  C o t t e n  h a v e  s h o w n  t h a t  b e t w e e n  56 a n d  75 p e r c e n t  
o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o b j e c t  t o  a n  E d u c a t i o n  E n d o w m e n t  F u n d .

T h e  p e o p l e  h a v e  m a d e  t h e m s e l v e s  h e a r d  o n  t h e  i s s u e ,  G o v e r n o r  C o w p e r .  L e a v e  
t h e  P e r m a n e n t  F u n d  a n d  i t s  e a r n i n g s  w e l l  e n o u g h  a l o n e .

S  '

M a r i  W o o d  
P r e s i d e n t
R e p u b l i c a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  P r o f e s s i o n a l  
a n d  B u s i n e s s  W om en

c c : H o p e  N e l s o n ,  P r e s i d e n t
A l a s k a  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  R e p u b l i c a n  W om en  
M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
R e p u b l i c a n  D i s t r i c t  C h a i r m e n



G e r a l d  C .  W i l s o n

M a r c h  9, 1990

S e n a t o r  P a u l  F i s c h e r ,  C h a i r m a n  
S e n a t e  H E S S  C o m m i t t e e

I  am  w r i t i n g  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a n  
E d u c a t i o n  E n d o w m e n t  F u n d .

E d u c a t i o n  i s  t h e  f i r s t  p r i o r i t y  o f  m o s t  A l a s k a n s .

I t  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  f u n d e d  w i t h  o r  w i t h o u t  t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  e n d o w m e n t .  H o w e v e r ,  I  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  a  s t a b l e  l o n g - t e r m  f i n a n c i a l  b a s e  w i l l  t a k e  
e d u c a t i o n  o u t  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a r e n a  a n d  a l l o w  
e d u c a t o r s  t o  s p e n d  t h e i r  t i m e  a s  i t  s h o u l d  b e  s p e n t - -  
e d u c a t i n g  k i d s .

I  a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a  s e c u r e  a n d  p r e d i c t a b l e
f i n a n c i a l  f u t u r e  w i l l  a l l o w  b e t t e r  p l a n n i n g  a n d  f a c i l i t a t i o n  
o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  g o a l s .

F o r  t o o  l o n g  A l a s k a n  v i s i o n  h a s  b e e n  q u i c k  a n d  s h o r t .
T h e  E d u c a t i o n  E n d o w m e n t  i s  a  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  l o n g - r a n g e  
p l a n n i n g  a n d  f u t u r e  s t a b i l i t y .

I  a l s o  h a v e  n o  p r o b l e m  u s i n g  e a r n i n g s  f r o m  t h e  P e r m a n e n t  
F u n d  f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e .  T h e  P e r m a n e n t  F u n d  i s  i n d e e d  a n  
i n v e s t m e n t  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  A l a s k a .

H o w e v e r ,  a  m u c h  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  o u r  f u t u r e  
i s  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  o u r  c h i l d r e n .

I t  i s  f a r  b e t t e r  t o  b e  w i s e  t h a n  t o  b e  w e a l t h y .

i o n .

20 y e a r  A l a s k a n  r e s i d e n t
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r ,  K o d i a k  A r t s  C o u n c i l
C h a i r m a n ,  A l a s k a  H u m a n i t i e s  F o r u m

Th ,  n k  y o u  f c o n s i d e r a

e r a l d  C .  W i l s o n ,  P h . D .



Family Practice

HOLMES JOHNSON CLINIC
115 Mill Bay Road

Kodiak. Alaska 99615 

406-3237

M a r c h  9 ,  1 9 9 0

S e n a t o r  P a u l  F i s } i e r
C h a i r m a n ,  S e n a t e  H E S S  C o m m i t t e e

r.0~

R E :  H J R  13

D e a r  S e n a t o r  F i s h e r :

I t  h a s  c o m e  t o  m y a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  t o  b e  a  h e a r i n g  i n  K o d i a k  
t h i s  e v e n i n g  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  p r o p o s e d  u s e  o f  t h e  p r o f i t s  
f r o m  t h e  P e r m a n e n t  F u n d  f o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  p u r p o s e s .

R e c a l l i n g  t h a t  o n e  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  p u r p o s e s  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  
P e r m a n e n t  F u n d  w a s  t o  b e  s u r e  t h a t  f u n d s  w o u l d  b e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  u s e  
i n  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  G o v e r n m e n t  a t  s u c h  t i m e  a s  t h e  o i l  f u n d s  
d i m i n i s h e d ,  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  p r o f i t s  f r o m  t h e  F u n d  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  f o r  
e d u c a t i o n a l  p u r p o s e s  ( o n e  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  e x p e n s e s )  w o u l d  b e  
m o s t  a p p r o p r i a t e .

W h e n  I  r e a d  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  I  f e l t  i t  w a s  e x t r e m e l y  
s e n s i b l e .  O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  e x p e n d i t u r e s  o f  a n y  o r g a n i z e d  
s o c i e t y  i s  t h a t  w h i c h  p r o m o t e s  t h e  e d u c a t o n  o f  i t ' s  c h i l d r e n .  M a n y  
o f  my f r i e n d s  f e e l  t h e  s a m e  w a y .

W i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  P e r m a n e n t  F u n d ,  I  f e e l  i t  h a s  b e e n  a r e m a r k a b l e  
s u c c e s s  a n d  c a n  o n l v  m a r v e l  a t  t h e  f o r e s i g h t  o f  t h o s e  w h o  p r o p o s e d  
t h e  p l a n .  I t  i s  n o t  f r e q u e n t  i n  t o d a y ' s  s o c i e t y  w h e r e  w e  m a k e  a n  
e f f o r t  t o  s a v e  £ o r  f u t u r e  e x p e n s e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  s p e n d i n g  a n d  t r y i n g  
t o  p a y  f o r  i t  l a v a r .  I n  t h i s  d a y  o f  e n o r m o u s  f e d e r a l  i n d e b t e d n e s s  
I  t h i n k  p l a n s  s u c h  a s  t h i s  a r e  i m p e r a t i v e .

I t  s e e m s  t h a t  m a n y  p e o p l e  o n l y  r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  
P e r m a n e n t  F u n d  i s  t o  d i v i d e  t h e  p r o f i t s - ;  a m o n g  t h e m s e l v e s .  T h e y  t e n d  
t o  f o r g e t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  F u n d  w a s  a l s o  d e s i g n e d  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  
s t a t e  e x p e n d i t u r e s  w h e n  t h e  o i l  r e v e n u s  d i m i n i s h e d .  T h i s  d o e s  n o t  
t a k e  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  e v e r y  o n e  o f  u s  i s  g o i n g  t o  b e  
i n v o l v e d  i n  w h a t e v e r  s t a t e  e x p e n d i t u r e s  t h e r e  a r e  a n d  w h e t h e r  w e  
p a y  o u t - o f - p o c k e t  o r  o u t  o f  t h e  p r o f i t s  f r o m  t h e  P e r m a n e n t  F u n d  i s  
i n c i d e n t a l .  I  w o u l d  p r e f e r  t h a t  w e  p a y  o u t  o f  t h e  p r o f i t s  o f  t h e  
P e r m a n e n t  F u n d  r a t h e r  t h a n  r e c e i v i n g  a  d i v i d e n a  t h e n  h a v i n g  t o  p a y  
i t  b a c k  i n  o n e  f o r m  o r  a n o t h e r .  I  c e r t a i n l y  h a v e  n o  o b j e c t i o n  t o  
my s h a r e  o f  t h e  p r o f i t s  b e i n g  s p e n t  o n  e d u c a t i o n .

A  f i n a l  w o r d .  A l l o w i n g  f o r  e d u c a t i o n  e x p e n s e s  t o  b e  t a k e n  f r o m  t h e  
P e r m a n e n t  F u n d  p r o f i t s  w o u l d  g i v e  m o r e  s t a b i l i t y  t o  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  
s t r u c t u r e  i n  t h e  S t a t e  a n d  I  c a n  t h i n k  o f  n o  b e t t e r  w a y  t o  i n v e s t  
o u r  m o n e y .
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PUBLIC
ACCOUNTANTS (907) 452-7887 

1-800-478-7887A  P r o fe s s io n a l  C o r p o ra t io n

M a r c h  1 7 ,  1 9 9 0

S e n a t o r  P a u l  F i s c h e r  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P . O .  B o x  V  
J u n e a u ,  A k .  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r ;

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  w e  w e r e  u n a b l e  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  H E S S  C o m m i t t e e  
m e e t i n g  i n  F a i r b a n k s  t o d a y .  H o w e v e r ,  w e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  
c o m m e n t  o n  H J R  1 3 .

We h a v e  s e e n  t h e  o i l  r e v e n u e  p r o j e c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e  
a n d  a r e  h i g h l y  c o n c e r n e d .  W h i l e  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  
e c o n o m y  a n d  n e w  g r o w t h  i n  t h e  o i l  i n d u s t r y  a r e  p o s i t i v e  
s i g n s ,  w e  f e e l  t h a t  w i t h i n  t e n  y e a r s  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  s e r i o u s  
f u n d i n g  p r o b l e m s .

C u t t i n g  g o v e r n m e n t  s p e n d i n g  i s  t h e  m o s t  t a l k e d  a b o u t  a n d  
l e a s t  a c t e d  o n  s o l u t i o n .  B u t  i t  i s  o u r  v i e w ,  t h a t  g o v e r n m e n t  
c a n n o t  b e  c u t  e n o u g h  i n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  t o  a v o i d  a  c r i s i s .  We 
r e a l i z e  t h a t  H R J  13 i s  n o t  a  c u r e  f o r  t h e  p r o b l e m  b u t  t h i n k  
t h a t  i t  i s  a t  l e a s t  a  s t e p  i n  t h e  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n .

O u r  b i g g e s t  c o n c e r n  i s  t h a t  w h i l e  t h e r e  i s  a  h i g h l y  v o c a l  
g r o u p  o f  p e o p l e ,  a d a m a n t l y  o p p o s e d  t o  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  m i g h t  
i m p a c t  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  t h e i r  d i v i d e n d ,  n o  v o i c e  o f  r e a s o n  h a s  
e m e r g e d .  L e t s  f a c e  i t . . . w e  l i v e  i n  a  S t a t e  w h e r e  n o t  o n l y  d o  
w e  n o t  p a y  t a x  l i k e  m o s t  o f  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  w e  
a c t u a l l y  g e t  a  c h e c k  f r o m  o u r  g o v e r n m e n t .  T h e  c h e c k s  a r e  
g r e a t ,  a s  i s  n o t  p a y i n g  t a x ,  a n d  w e  w o u l d  l i k e  t h a t  t o  
c o n t i n u e  f o r  a s  l o n g  a s  p o s s i b l e .  B u t  t h e  c u r r e n t  s i t u a t i o n  
c a n n o t  c o n t i n u e  i f  w e  h i d e  o u r  h e a d s  i n  t h e  s a n d  f r o m  a 
r e a l i t y  t h a t  i s  j u s t  a r o u n d  t h e  c o r n e r .  T h i s  i s  a n  i s s u e  
t h a t  s h o u l d  b e  d e c i d e d  b y  t h e  v o t e r s  o f  A l a s k a .

S i n c e r e l y

Paul B.' Robinson, CPA



U t e f e a  H > t a t e  ^ l e g i s l a t u r e

P.O. BOX V 
ROOM 508 

STATE CAPITOL 
(907)465-3762

Senate Committee on 
$caltf), Ctmcatton anti Social &ertricetf

SENATOR PAUL FISCHER. Chairman 
SENATOR JIM  DUNCAN, Vice Chairman 
SENATOR AL  ADAM S 
SENATOR LLOYD JO NES  
SENATOR TIM KELLY

T O :  A L L  NEW S A G E N C I E S .

F R O M :  S E N A T O R  P A U L  F I S C H E R ,  C H A I R M A N ,  S E N A T E  H E A L T H ,
E D U C A T I O N  A N D  S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  C O M M I T T E E .

D A T E :  F E B R U A R Y  8 ,  1 9 9 0

N E W S  R E L E A S E

T H E  S E N A T E  H E A L T H ,  E D U C A T I O N  AN D S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  C O M M I T T E E  
W I L L  B E  H O L D I N G  A  H E A R I N G  I N  S I T K A  ON F R I D A Y ,  F E B R U A R Y  1 6 ,  
1 9 9 0  FR O M  7 - 9  P . M .  A T  T H E  S I T K A  L E G I S L A T I V E  I N F O R M A T I O N  
O F F I C E .  T H E  S U B J E C T  O F  T H E  M E E T I N G  W I L L  B E  H J R  1 3 ,  W H I C H  I S  
T H E  G O V E R N O R ' S  E D U C A T I O N  EN DO W M EN T P R O P O S A L .  T H E S E  H E A R I N G S  
W I L L  N O T  B E  T E L E C O N F E R E N C E D .

I F  Y O U  H A V E  A N Y  Q U E S T I O N S  O R  C O N C E R N S  R E G A R D I N G  T H I S  H E A R I N G ,

P L E A S E  C O N T A C T  T H E  S E N A T E  H E S S  C O M M I T T E E  A T  4 6 5 - 3 7 6 2 .



U t e f e a  is>tate l U g f e l a t u r e

SENATOR PAUL FISCHER, Chairman 
SENATOR JIM  DUNCAN, Vice Chairman 
SENATOR AL ADAMS 
SENATOR LLOYD JO N ES  
SENATOR TIM KELLY

PO. BOX V 
ROOM 508 

STATE CAPITOL 
(907)465-3752

Senate Committee on 
^ealttj, education anti Social g>eetrice£

T O :  A L L  N EW S A G E N C I E S .

F R O M : S E N A T O R  P A U L  F I S C H E R ,  C H A IR M A N ,  S E N A T E  H E A L T H ,
E D U C A T I O N  A N D  S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  C O M M I T T E E .

D A T E :  F E B R U A R Y  8 ,  1 9 9 0

N E W S  R E L E A S E

T H E  S E N A T E  H E A L T H ,  E D U C A T I O N  A N D  S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  C O M M I T T E E  
W I L L  B E  H O L D I N G  A  H E A R I N G  I N  K E T C H I K A N  ON S A T U R D A Y ,  F E B R U A R Y  
1 7 ,  1 9 9 0  FR O M  2 - 4  P . M .  A T  T H E  K E T C H I K A N  L E G I S L A T I V E  
I N F O R M A T I O N  O F F I C E .  T H E  S U B J E C T  O F  T H E  M E E T I N G  W I L L  B E  H J R  1 3 ,  
W H IC H  I S  T H E  G O V E R N O R ' S  E D U C A T I O N  EN DO W M EN T P R O P O S A L .  T H E S E  
H E A R I N G S  W I L L  N O T  B E  T E L E C O N F E R E N C E D .

I F  Y O U  H A V E  A N Y  Q U E S T I O N S  O R  C O N C E R N S  R E G A R D I N G  T H I S  H E A R I N G ,

P L E A S E  C O N T A C T  T H E  S E N A T E  H E S S  C O M M I T T E E  A T  4 6 5 - 3 7 6 2 .
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is>tate H e g t s l a t u r e

SENATOR PAUL FISCHER, Chairman 
SENATOR JIM DUNCAN, Vice Chairman 
SENATOR AL ADAM S 
SENATOR LLOYD JO NES  
SENATOR TIM KELLY

P.O. BOX V 
ROOM 508 

STATE CAPITOL 
(907)465-3762

Senate Committee on 
Sealtfj, Ctmcatt'on anti Social ̂erbices

T h e  S e n a t e  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e  
w i l l  h o l d  a  h e a r i n g  o n  H J R  1 3 ,  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  E d u c a t i o n  
E n d o w m e n t ,  o n  S a t u r d a y ,  M a r c h  1 0 ,  1 9 9 0 ,  a t  t h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  
B o r o u g h  B u i l d i n g  f r o m  10  a . m . -  12 p . m .

I f  y o u  h a v e  q u e s t i o n s  o r  r e q u i r e  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  
r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  m e e t i n g ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  o f f i c e  o r  t h e  S e n a t e  H E S S  C o m m i t t e e .
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g l t e f e a  is>tate H e g f e l a t u r e

SENATOR PAUL FISCHER, Chairman 
SENATOR JIM DUNCAN, Vice Chairman 
SENATOR AL ADAM S 
SENATOR LLOYD JO NES  
SENATOR TIM KELLY

Senate Committee on 
J^ealtt), education an& Social g>erbi'ce£

PO. BOX V 
ROOM 508 

STATE CAPITOL 
(907) ASF " '5 2

T h e  S e n a t e  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e  
w i l l  h o l d  a  h e a r i n g  o n  H J R  1 3 ,  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  
e n d o w m e n t ,  o n  M a r c h  1 7 ,  1 9 9 0 ,  a t  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  L e g i s l a t i v e  
I n f o r m a t i o n  O f f i c e  f r o m  12 p . m . -  3 p . m .

I f  y o u  n e e d  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h i s  m e e t i n g ,  p l e a s e  
c o n t a c t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f f i c e  o r  t h e  S e n a t e  H E S S  
C o m m i t t e e .
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From:  / ~ y j o t sS*Cv’ __________________________________
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DAT E :  3 / t . / y ° -------------------------------

PAGES I N C L U D I N G  COVER:
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A l a s k a  is>tate H e g t s l a t u r e

SENATOR PAUL FISCHER, Chairman 
SENATOR JIM  DUNCAN, Vice Chairman 
SENATOR AL ADAMS 
SENATOR LLOYD JO N ES  
SENATOR TIM KELLY

Senate Committee an 
$ealttj, Ctmcation anti Social ik r b to

T h e  S e n a t e  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e  
w i l l  h o l d  a  h e a r i n g  o n  H J R  1 3 ,  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  E d u c a t i o n  
E n d o w m e n t ,  a t  t h e  K o d i a k  I s l a n d  B o r o u g h  A s s e m b l y  B u i l d i n g  
o n  F r i d a y ,  M a r c h  9 ,  1 9 9 0  f r o m  6 - 9  p . m .

ro. box v
ROOM 508 

STATE CAPITOL 
(907) 465-3762

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  h e a r i n g ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  
t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f f i c e  o r  t h e  S e n a t e  H E S S  
C o m m i t t e e .



T o :  A  y )C ,h <?V P ^£ , / G __________________________
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T e l e c o p y  C o v e r  S h e e t

P h o n e it ^ ( t  j  % 7 ?  f ______________



A l a s k a  is>tate H e g f a l a t u r e

SENATOR PAUL FISCHER, Chairman 
SENATOR JIM  DUNCAN, Vice Chairman 
SENATOR A L  ADAMS 
SENATOR LLOYD JO N ES  
SENATOR TIM KELLY

P.O. BOX V 
ROOM 508 

STATE CAPITOL 
(907) 465-3762

Senate Committee on 
$ealtt), Ctmcation anti foetal g>erbices

T h e  S e n a t e  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  
C o m m i t t e e  w i l l  c o n d u c t  a  h e a r i n g  o n  H J R  1 3 ,  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  
e d u c a t i o n  e n d o w m e n t ,  o n  M a r c h  2 4 ,  1 9 9 0 ,  a t  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  
L e g i s l a t i v e  I n f o r m a t i o n  O f f i c e .  T h e  m e e t i n g  w i l l  b e  h e l d  f r o m  
2 p . m . -  5 p . m .  .

I f  y o u  h a v e  q u e s t i o n s  o r  r e q u i r e  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  
r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  m e e t i n g ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  o f f i c e  o r  t h e  S e n a t e  H E S S  C o m m i t t e e .



D e a r  A l a s k a n  L e g i s l a t o r :

W e  s t r o n g l y  e n c o u r a g e  y o u r  s u p p o r ^ n ^ c k ^ h g ^  t h e  

E d u c a t i o n  F u n d  ( H J R  1 3 )  o n  t h e  1 9 9 0  s t a t g ^ ^ o f f e c f e K & E  

b a l l o t ,  b e c a u s e  w e  b e l i e v e  i t  i s  a  s o u n d ,  l o n g  r a n g e  s o l u t i o n  t o  

p u b l i c  s c h o o l  f u n d i n g  n e e d s .
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D e a r  A l a s k a n  L e g i s l a t o r :

W e  s t r o n g l y  e n c o u r a g e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  i n  p l a c i n g  t h e  

E d u c a t i o n  F u n d  ( H J R  1 3 )  o n  t h e  1 9 9 0  s t a t e w i d e  e l e c t i o n  

b a l l o t ,  b e c a u s e  w e  b e l i e v e  i t  i s  a  s o u n d ,  l o n g  r a n g e  s o l u t i o n  t o  

p u b l i c  s c h o o l  f u n d i n g  n e e d s .
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D e a r  A l a s k a n  L e g i s l a t o r :  a i * (MR 2 1 VJ33

W e  s t r o n g l y  e n c o u r a g e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  i g ^ c i g g ^ e  

E d u c a t i o n  F u n d  ( H J R  1 3 )  o n  t h e  1 9 9 0  s t a t e w i d e  e l e c t i o n  

b a l l o t ,  b e c a u s e  w e  b e l i e v e  i t  i s  a  s o u n d ,  l o n g  r a n g e  s o l u t i o n  t o  

p u b l i c  s c h o o l  f u n d i n g  n e e d s .
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D e a r  A l a s k a n  L e g i s l a t o r :

W e  s t r o n g l y  e n c o u r a g e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  i n  p l a c i n g  t h e  

E d u c a t i o n  F u n d  ( H J R  1 3 )  o n  t h e  1 9 9 0  s t a t e w i d e  e l e c t i o n  

b a l l o t ,  b e c a u s e  w e  b e l i e v e  i t  i s  a  s o u n d ,  l o n g  r a n g e  s o l u t i o n  t o  

p u b l i c  s c h o o l  f u n d i n g  n e e d s .
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Feb ru a ry  12, 1990

S e n a t o r  P a u l  A .  F i s c h e r ,  C h a i r m a n  
S e n a t e  C o m m i t t e  o n  H e a l t h ,  

E d u c a t i o n  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  
P o s t  O f f i c e  B o x  V  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

My n a m e  i s  K a y e  K i n g  a n d  my a d d r e s s  i s  5 1 7  C a n y o n  R o a d ,  
K e t c h i k a n ,  A l a s k a  9 9 9 0 1 .  I  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
s u b m i t  t e s t i m o n y  t o  t h e  C o m m i t t e e ,  a n d  I  h o p e  i t  w i l l  
r e c e i v e  c a r e f u l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a l t h o u g h  I  w i l l  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  
d e l i v e r  i t  i n  p e r s o n .

T h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  E d u c a t i o n  F u n d  o f f e r s  A l a s k a n s  a  v e r y  
s i m p l e  c h o i c e :  p r o t e c t  P e r m a n e n t  F u n d  e a r n i n g s  b y  s a v i n g
t h e m  t o  b u i l d  f u t u r e  f u n d i n g  f o r  e d u c a t i o n ,  o r  e n d  u p  t e n  
y e a r s  d o w n  t h e  r o a d  w i t h  a l l  o f  u s  p a y i n g  t h e  h e a v y  p r i c e  o f  
s e v e r e l y  r e d u c e d  o i l  d o l l a i s  a n d  P e r m a n e n t  F u n d  e a r n i n g s  
g o n e  w i t h  n o t h i n g  t o  s h o w .

I  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h i s  s o r t  o f  p r o p o s a l  i s  h a r d  t o  g r a s p :  t h e  
b e n e f i t s  a r e  d o w n  t h e  r o a d  a n d  f o r  m a n y  o f  u s  " f i n a n c i a l  
p l a n n i n g "  m e a n s  b a l a n c i n g  t h e  c h e c k b o o k .  A c t u a l l y ,  t h a t ' s  
w h a t  t h e  E d u c a t i o n  F u n d  i s  a i m e d  a t  -  b a l a n c i n g  t h e  c h e c k ­
b o o k .  M a y b e  a  r e a l i t y  c h e c k  w i l l  h e l p  e x p l a i n  w h y  t h a t ' s  
n e c e s s a r y .

T h e  r e a l i t y  i s  t h a t  m o r e  t h a n  8 o f  e v e r y  10  d o l l a r s  r e c e i v e d  
b y  t h e  S t a t e  c o m e s  f r o m  o i l .  T h e  r e a l i t y  i s  t h a t  P r u d h o e  
B a y  b e g a n  i t s  d o w n h i l l  s l i d e  t h i s  y e a r .  T h e  o i l  i s  r u n n i n g  
o u t ;  t h a t ' s  n o t  j u s t  t h e  g u e s s  o f  s o m e  e c o n o m i s t .  A n d ,  i t ' s  
r u n n i n g  o u t  s o  f a s t  t h a t  i n  t e n  y e a r s  t w o  o f  e v e r y  t h r e e  
d o l l a r s  w e  g e t  f r o m  o i l  w i l l  b e  g o n e .

T h e  r e a l i t y  i s  t h a t  w e  w i l l  a l w a y s  n e e d  t o  p a y  f o r  e d u c a ­
t i o n ;  i t  i s  m a n d a t e d  b y  o u r  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  A n d ,  t h e  r e a l i t y  
i s  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  f e w e r  d o l l a r s  t o  g o  a r o u n d  i n  t h e  n o t  
t o o  d i s t a n t  f u t u r e .  N o w ,  w e  m a y  n o t  k n o w  j u s t  h o w  m u c h  
w e ' l l  n e e d  i n  f i v e  y e a r s ,  o r  t e n  y e a r s ,  o r  20  y e a r s .  B u t  w e  
d o  k n o w  w e ' l l  n e e d  o t h e r  s o u r c e s  o f  r e v e n u e s  i f  w e  w a n t  t o



S e n a t o r  P a u l  A .  F i s c h e r  
F e b r u a r y  1 2 ,  1 9 9 0  
P a g e  2

k e e p  o u r  s c h o o l s  -  a n d ,  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  o u r  e c o n o m y  -  
s t a b l e .

I  t h i n k  c a p p i n g  o u r  d i v i d e n d s  a t  $ 1 , 0 0 0  a n d  s a v i n g  t h e  r e s t  
f o r  w h e n  w e ' l l  n e e d  i t  m o s t  m a k e s  a  l o t  o f  s e n s e .  T h a r  i s  
w h a t  t h e  E d u c a t i o n  F u n d  d o e s .  I  b e t  m o s t  A l a s k a n s  w o u l d  
a g r e e  t h a t  a  $ 1 , 0 0 0  c h e c k  f r o m  t h e  S t a t e  i s  a p r e t t y  r e a s o n ­
a b l e  s u m ,  a n d  t h a t  w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  t o  b u i l d  a  b e t t e r  A l a s k a  
i s  w h a t  w e ' r e  a l l  h e r e  f o r  a n y w a y .

N ow  s o m e  p e o p l e  s a y  w e  d o n ' t  n e e d  t o  c r e a t e  a  s a v i n g s  
a c c o u n t  f o r  e d u c a t i o n  b e c a u s e  A l a s k a n s  t h i n k  i t ' s  a  p r i o r i ­
t y ,  a n d  t h e y ' l l  a l w a y s  c o m e  u p  w i t h  t h e  m o n e y  t o  p a y  f o r  i t .  
W e l l ,  t h o s e  f o l k s  m u s t  h a v e  a  s h o r t - t e r m  m e m o r y  b e c a u s e  i t  
w a s  j u s t  a  c o u p l e  y e a r s  a g o  t h a t  s c h o o l s  c l o s e d ,  n e w  s c h o o l s  
w e r e  m o t h b a l l e d ,  o n e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  w e n t  b a n k r u p t ,  a n o t h e r  
-  f r o m  S e n a t o r  F i s c h e r ' s  d i s t r i c t  -  c o m p l e t e l y  e l i m i n a t e d  
s p o r t s ,  a n d  s e v e r a l  h a d  t o  l e t  c l a s s  s i z e  a n d  b u i l d i n g  
m a i n t e n a n c e  g e t  o u t  o f  c o n t r o l .

I  d o n ' t  c a l l  t h a t  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  e d u c a t i o n .

T h e  E d u c a t i o n  F u n d ,  a s  I  s a i d ,  i s  a  s i m p l e  c h o i c e :  d o  w e  
w a n t  t o  i n v e s t  i n  o u r  c h i l d r e n ' s  f u t u r e ,  o r  l e t  t h e  e a r n i n g s  
o f  t h e  P e r m a n e n t  F u n d  b e  g r a b b e d  d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  f i s c a l  
c r i s i s  a n d  s p e n t  w i t h o u t  m u c h  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  l o n g - t e r m  w e l l  
b e i n g  o f  a l l  A l a s k a ?

I  t h i n k  t h e  c h o i c e  i s  c l e a r ,  a n d  I  u r g e  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  t o  
r e c o m m e n d  " d o  p a s s "  t o  m o v e  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  o u t  i n  a  t i m e l y  
m a n n e r .

V e r y  t r u l y  y o u r s ,

(M]__________, . . . . . . ___________________  „

c c :  K e t c h i k a n  D a i l y  N e w s



W e  s t r o n g l y  e n c o u r a g e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  i n  p l a c i n g  t h e  

E d u c a t i o n  F u n d  ( H J R  1 3 )  o n  t h e  1 9 9 0  s t a t e w i d e  e l e c t i o n  

b a l l o t ,  b e c a u s e  w e  b e l i e v e  i t  i s  a  s o u n d ,  l o n g  r a n g e  s o l u t i o n  t o  

p u b l i c  s c h o o l  f u n d i n g  n e e d s .
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SITKA S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T

T u  : M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  C o m m i t t e e  

o n  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

F R O M  : M i c h a e l  M e i e r ,  P r e s i d e r i T ^ T ^ —

S i t k a  S c h o o l  B o a r d

D A T E  : F e b r u a r y  1 6 ,  1 9 9 0

RE  : T e s t i m o n y  o n  B e h a l f  o f  t h e  E d u c a t i o n a l  E n d o w m e n t

I  r e g r e t  t h a t  o t h e r  c o m m i t m e n t s  p r e v e n t  me f r o m  a t t e n d i n g  

y o u r  h e a r i n g  i n  S i t k a  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  p r o p o s e d  

E d u c a t i o n  E n d o w m e n t ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  a f e w  p o i n t s  I  w o u l d  l i k e  

t o  m a k e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p l a n  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  f u n d i n g  i n  

g e n e r a  1.

F o r  a s  l o n g  a s  I  h a v e  b e e n  a B o a r d  m e m b e r ,  q u e s t i o n s  

r e g a r d i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  f u n d i n g  f r o m  t h e  S t a t e  h a v e  b e e n  a 

p e r e n n i a l  p r o b l e m .  T h e  d i s r u p t i o n s  c a u s e d  b y  t h e  p r e s e n t

s y s t e m  o f  d e t e r m i n i n g  S t a t e  f u n d i n g  l e v e l s  h a v e  b e e n

i n s i d i o u s ;  i m p a c t i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  f r o m  s t a f f  m o r a l e  t o  t h e  

a b i l i t y  t o  p r o v i d e  l o r  m e a n i n g f u l  s t r a t e g i c  p l a n n i n g  by- 

s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s .  Y e a r  a l t e r  y e a r ,  s c h o o l  b u d g e t s  h a v e  t o  b e  

d e v e l o p e d  w i t h o u t  e v e r  k n o w i n g  a t  w h a t  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s o u r c e

o f  r e v e n u e  i s  g o i n g  t o  b e ;  a t  w h a t  l e v e l  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i s

g o i n g  t o  f u l f i l l  i t s  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  i t s  y o u t h ,  f o r k i n g  f o r  t h e  

m o s t  p a r t  o n  r u m o r s ,  d i s t r i c t s  a t t e m p t  t o  a d j u s t  t h e i r

p r o g r a m s  b a s e d  u p o n  n o t h i n g  b e t t e r  t h a n  a " b e s t  g u e s s "  a s  t o  

w h a t  ma y  b e  a p p r o p r i a t e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e .  B a c k  i n  1 9 8 6 ,  w h e n  

t h e n  G o v e r n o r  S h e f f i e l d  m a n d a t e d  a t e n  p e r c e n t  ( 1 0 % )  a c r o s s  

t h e  b o a r d  r e d u c t i o n  i n  S t a t e  f u n d i n g  l o r  a l l  a g e n c i e s ,  t h e

B o a r d  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  o f  S i t k a  m a d e  s u b s t a n t i a l  r e d u c t i o n s  t o  

i t s  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m .  T h i s  p a s t  y e a r ,  t h e  b e s t  g u e s s  g i v e n  

t o  u s  a t  b u d g e t  d e v e l o p m e n t  t i m e  w a s  t h a t  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  a 

n i n e t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t  ( 9 5 % )  p r o r a t i n g  o f  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  u n i t .  

A g a i n ,  t h e  D i s t r i c t  w e n t  t h r o u g h  t h e  d e m o r a l i z i n g  p r o c e s s  o f  

p r i o r i t i z i n g  p o t e n t i a l  c u t s  i n  i t s  b u d g e t .  E i t h e r  w a y ,  t h e  

D i s t r i c t  h a s  s u f f e r e d  n e e d l e s s l y  f r o m  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  

L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  p r o v i d e  a f o r w a r d  f u n d i n g  m e c h a n i s m  f o r  

e d u c a t i o n .  A n d ,  t h r o u g h o u t  A l a s k a ,  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o l  o u r  y o u t h  

i s  s u f f e r i n g  a s  a  r e s u l t .

T h e  E d u c a t i o n a l  E n d o w m e n t  i s  t h e  o n l y  d e v i c e  b e i n g  t o u t e d  

t o d a y  w h i c h  w i l l  b r i n g  n e e d e d  s t a b i l i t y  t o  e d u c a t i o n a l  

f u n d i n g .  I t  p r o v i d e s  a s t r a t e g i c  p l a n  f o r  n o t  o n l y  f u n d i n g  

f u t u r e  e d u c a t i o n a l  c o s t s ,  b u t  a l s o  f o r  e n h a n c i n g  o r d e r l y  

p r o g r a m  p l a n n i n g  b y  d i s t r i c t s .  I n  H o u s e  B i l l  A 6 9 ,  t h e  

L e g i s l a t u r e  i s  n o w  l o o k i n g  a t  p r o p o s e d  l a w  w h i c h  c a l l s  f o r  
e v i d e n c e  o f  a d e q u a t e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p l a n n i n g  b y  s c h o o l



SITK A  SC H O O L D I S T R I C T

TO : M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  C o m m i t t e e  

o n  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

F RO M : M i c h a e l  M e i e r , P r e s i d e n T f T ' ' ^ —

S i t k a  S c h o o l  B o a r d

D A T E  : F e b r u a r y  1 6 ,  1 9 9 0

RE  : T e s t i m o n y  o n  B e h a l f  o f  t h e  E d u c a t i o n a l  E n d o w m e n t

I  r e g r e t  t h a t  o t h e r  c o m m i t m e n t s  p r e v e n t  me f r o m  a t t e n d i n g

y o u r  h e a r i n g  i n  S i t k a  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  p r o p o s e d  

E d u c a t i o n  E n d o w m e n t ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  a  f e w  p o i n t s  I  w o u l d  l i k e  

t o  m a k e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p l a n  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  f u n d i n g  i n

g e n e r a  1.

F o r  a s  l o n g  a s  I  h a v e  b e e n  a B o a r d  m e m b e r ,  q u e s t i o n s  

r e g a r d i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  f u n d i n g  f r o m  t h e  S t a t e  h a v e  b e e n  a 

p e r e n n i a l  p r o b l e m .  T h e  d i s r u p t i o n s  c a u s e d  b y  t h e  p r e s e n t  

s y s t e m  o f  d e t e r m i n i n g  S t a t e  f u n d i n g  l e v e l s  h a v e  b e e n  

i n s i d i o u s ;  i m p a c t i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  f r o m  s t a f f  m o r a l e  t o  t h e  

a b i l i t y  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  m e a n i n g f u l  s t r a t e g i c  p l a n n i n g  b y

s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s .  Y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r ,  s c h o o l  b u d g e t s  h a v e  t o  b e  

d e v e l o p e d  w i t h o u t  e v e r  k n o w i n g  a t  w h a t  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s o u r c e  

o f  r e v e n u e  i s  g o i n g  t o  b e ;  a t  w h a t  l e v e l  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i s  

g o i n g  t o  f u l f i l l  i t s  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  i t s  y o u t h .  W o r k i n g  f o r  t h e  

m o s t  p a r t  o n  r u m o r s ,  d i s t r i c t s  a t t e m p t  t o  a d j u s t  t h e i r  

p r o g r a m s  b a s e d  u p o n  n o t h i n g  b e t t e r  t h a n  a " b e s t  g u e s s "  a s  t o  

w h a t  m a y  b e  a p p r o p r i a t e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e .  B a c k  i n  1 9 8 6 ,  w h e n

t h e n  G o v e r n o r  S h e f f i e l d  m a n d a t e d  a t e n  p e r c e n t  ( 1 0 X )  a c r o s s  

t h e  b o a r d  r e d u c t i o n  i n  S t a t e  f u n d i n g  f o r  a l l  a g e n c i e s ,  t h e  

B o a r d  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  o l  S i t k a  m a d e  s u b s t a n t i a l  r e d u c t i o n s  t o  

i t s  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m .  T h i s  p a s t  y e a r ,  t h e  b e s t  g u e s s  g i v e n  

t o  u s  a t  b u d g e t  d e v e l o p m e n t  t i m e  w a s  t h a t  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  a 

n i n e t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t  ( 952 . )  p r o r a t i n g  o f  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  u n i t .  

A g a i n ,  t h e  D i s t r i c t  w e n t  t h r o u g h  t h e  d e m o r a l i z i n g  p r o c e s s  o f  

p r i o r i t i z i n g  p o t e n t i a l  c u t s  i n  i t s  b u d g e t .  E i t h e r  w a y ,  t h e  

D i s t r i c t  h a s  s u f f e r e d  n e e d l e s s l y  f r o m  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  

L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  p r o v i d e  a f o r w a r d  f u n d i n g  m e c h a n i s m  f o r  

e d u c a t i o n .  A n d ,  t h r o u g h o u t  A l a s k a ,  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o l  o u r  y o u t h  

i s  s u f f e r i n g  a s  a r e s u l t .

T h e  E d u c a t i o n a l  E n d o w m e n t  i s  t h e  o n l y  d e v i c e  b e i n g  t o u t e d  

t o d a y  w h i c h  w i l l  b r i n g  n e e d e d  s t a b i l i t y  t o  e d u c a t i o n a l  

f u n d i n g .  I t  p r o v i d e s  a s t r a t e g i c  p l a n  f o r  n o t  o n l y  f u n d i n g  

f u t u r e  e d u c a t i o n a l  c o s t s ,  b u t  a l s o  f o r  e n h a n c i n g  o r d e r l y  

p r o g r a m  p l a n n i n g  b y  d i s t r i c t s .  I n  H o u s e  B i l l  4 6 9 ,  t h e  

L e g i s l a t u r e  i s  n o w  l o u k i n g  a t  p r o p o s e d  l a w  w h i c h  c a l l s  f o r  

e v i d e n c e  o f  a d e q u a t e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p l a n n i n g  b y  s c h o o l



SITKA S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T

T O  : M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  C o m m i t t e e  

o n  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

F R O M  : M i c h a e l  M e i e r ,  P r e s i d e r i ^ T T ^ —

S i t k a  S c h o o l  B o a r d

D A T E  : F e b r u a r y  1 6 ,  1 9 90

RE  : T e s t i m o n y  o n  B e h a l f  o f  t h e  E d u c a t i o n a l  E n d o w m e n t

I  r e g r e t  t h a t  o t h e r  c o m m i t m e n t s  p r e v e n t  me f r o m  a t t e n d i n g  

y o u r  h e a r i n g  i n  S i t k a  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  G o v e r n o r ’ s p r o p o s e d  

E d u c a t i o n  E n d o w m e n t ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  a  f e w  p o i n t s  I  w o u l d  l i k e  

t o  m a k e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p l a n  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  f u n d i n g  i n  

g e n e r a l .

F o r  a s  l o n g  a s  I  h a v e  b e e n  a B o a r d  m e m b e r ,  q u e s t i o n s  

r e g a r d i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  f u n d i n g  f r o m  t h e  S t a t e  h a v e  b e e n  a 

p e r e n n i a l  p r o b l e m .  T h e  d i s r u p t i o n s  c a u s e d  b y  t h e  p r e s e n t

s y s t e m  o f  d e t e r m i n i n g  S t a t e  f u n d i n g  l e v e l s  h a v e  b e e n

i n s i d i o u s ;  i m p a c t i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  f r o m  s t a f f  m o r a l e  t o  t h e  

a b i l i t y  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  m e a n i n g f u l  s t r a t e g i c  p l a n n i n g  b y  

s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s .  Y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r ,  s c h o o l  b u d g e t s  h a v e  t o  b e  

d e v e l o p e d  w i t h o u t  e v e r  k n o w i n g  a t  w h a t  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s o u r c e

o f  r e v e n u e  i s  g o i n g  t o  b e ;  a t  w h a t  l e v e l  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i s

g o i n g  t o  f u l f i l l  i t s  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  i t s  y o u t h .  W o r k i n g  f o r  t h e  

m o s t  p a r t  o n  r u m o r s ,  d i s t r i c t s  a t t e m p t  t o  a d j u s t  t h e i r

p r o g r a m s  b a s e d  u p o n  n o t h i n g  b e t t e r  t h a n  a  " b e s t  g u e s s "  a s  t o  

w h a t  m a y  b e  a p p r o p r i a t e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e .  B a c k  i n  1 9 8 6 ,  w h e n  

t h e n  G o v e r n o r  S h e l l i e i d  m a n d a t e d  a  t e n  p e r c e n t  ( 1 0 % )  a c r o s s  

t h e  b o a r d  r e d u c t i o n  i n  S t a t e  f u n d i n g  r o r  a l l  a g e n c i e s ,  t h e

B o a r d  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  o f  S i t k a  m a d e  s u b s t a n t i a l  r e d u c t i o n s  t o  

i t s  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m .  T h i s  p a s t ,  y e a r ,  t h e  b e s t  g u e s s  g i v e n

t o  u s  a t  b u d g e t  d e v e l o p m e n t  t i m e  w a s  t h a t  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  a

n i n e t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t  ( 9 5 % )  p r o r a t i n g  o f  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  u n i t .

A g a i n ,  t h e  D i s t r i c t  w e n t  t h r o u g h  t h e  d e m o r a l i z i n g  p r o c e s s  o f  

p r i o r i t i z i n g  p o t e n t i a l  c u t s  i n  i t s  b u d g e t .  E i t h e r  w a y ,  t h e  

D i s t r i c t  h a s  s u f f e r e d  n e e d l e s s l y  f r o m  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  

L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  p r o v i d e  a f o r w a r d  f u n d i n g  m e c h a n i s m  f o r  

e d u c a t i o n .  A n d ,  t h r o u g h o u t  A l a s k a ,  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o l  o u r  y o u t h  

i s  s u f f e r i n g  a s  a r e s u l t .

T h e  E d u c a t i o n a l  E n d o w m e n t  i s  t h e  o n l y  d e v i c e  b e i n g  t o u t e d  

t o d a y  w h i c h  w i l l  b r i n g  n e e d e d  s t a b i l i t y  t o  e d u c a t i o n a l  

f u n d i n g .  I t  p r o v i d e s  a s t r a t e g i c  p l a n  f o r  n o t  o n l y  f u n d i n g

f u t u r e  e d u c a t i o n a l  c o s t s ,  b u t  a l s o  f o r  e n h a n c i n g  o r d e r l y  

p r o g r a m  p l a n n i n g  b y  d i s t r i c t s .  I n  H o u s e  B i l l  4 6 9 ,  t h e  

L e g i s l a t u r e  i s  n o w  l o o k i n g  a t  p r o p o s e d  l a w  w h i c h  c a l l s  f o r  

e v i d e n c e  o f  a d e q u a t e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p l a n n i n g  b y  s c h o o l
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T O  : M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  C o m m i t t e e  

o n  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

F R O M : M i c h a e l  M e i e r ,  P r e s i d e n T T ^ —

S i t k a  S c h o o l  B o a r d

D A T E  : F e b r u a r y  1 6 ,  1 9 9 0

RE  : T e s t i m o n y  o n  B e h a l f  o f  t h e  E d u c a t i o n a l  E n d o w m e n t

I  r e g r e t  t h a t  o t h e r  c o m m i t m e n t s  p r e v e n t  me f r o m  a t t e n d i n g  

y o u r  h e a r i n g  i n  S i t k a  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  G o v e r n o r ’ s p r o p o s e d  

E d u c a t i o n  E n d o w m e n t ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  a  f e w  p o i n t s  I  w o u l d  l i k e  

t o  m a k e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p l a n  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  f u n d i n g  i n

g e n e r a  1 .

F o r  a s  l o n g  a s  I  h a v e  b e e n  a B o a r d  m e m b e r ,  q u e s t i o n s  

r e g a r d i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  f u n d i n g  f r o m  t h e  S t a t e  h a v e  b e e n  a 

p e r e n n i a l  p r o b l e m .  T h e  d i s r u p t i o n s  c a u s e d  b y  t h e  p r e s e n t  

s y s t e m  o f  d e t e r m i n i n g  S t a t e  f u n d i n g  l e v e l s  h a v e  b e e n  

i n s i d i o u s ;  i m p a c t i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  f r o m  s t a f f  m o r a l e  t o  t h e  

a b i l i t y  t o  p r o v i d e  l o r  m e a n i n g f u l  s t r a t e g i c  p l a n n i n g  by-

s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s .  Y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r ,  s c h o o l  b u d g e t s  h a v e  t o  b e  

d e v e l o p e d  w i t h o u t  e v e r  k n o w i n g  a t  w h a t  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s o u r c e  

o f  r e v e n u e  i s  g o i n g  t o  b e ;  a t  w h a t  l e v e l  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i s  

g o i n g  t o  f u l f i l l  i t s  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  i t s  y o u t h .  W o r k i n g  f o r  t h e  

m o s t  p a r t  o n  r u m o r s ,  d i s t r i c t s  a t t e m p t  t o  a d j u s t  t h e i r  

p r o g r a m s  b a s e d  u p o n  n o t h i n g  b e t t e r  t h a n  a " b e s t  g u e s s "  a s  t o

w h a t  m a y  b e  a p p r o p r i a t e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e .  B a c k  i n  1 9 8 6 ,  w h e n

t h e n  G o v e r n o r  S h e f f i e l d  m a n d a t e d  a t e n  p e r c e n t  ( l U ' i j  a c r o s s  

t h e  b o a r d  r e d u c t i o n  i n  S t a t e  f u n d i n g  l o r  a l l  a g e n c i e s ,  t h e  

B o a r d  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  a t S i t k a  m a d e  s u b s t a n t i a l  r e d u c t i o n s  t o  

i t s  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m .  T h i s  p a s t  y e a r ,  t h e  b e s t  g u e s s  g i v e n  

t o  u s  a t  b u d g e t  d e v e l o p m e n t  t i m e  w a s  t h a t  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  a 

n i n e t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t  ( 952 , )  p r o r a t i n g  o f  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  u n i t .  

A g a i n ,  t h e  D i s t r i c t  w e n t  t h r o u g h  t h e  d e m o r a l i z i n g  p r o c e s s  o f  

p r i o r i t i z i n g  p o t e n t i a l  c u t s  i n  i t s  b u d g e t .  E i t h e r  w a y ,  t h e  

D i s t r i c t  h a s  s u f f e r e d  n e e d l e s s l y  f r o m  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  

L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  p r o v i d e  a f o r w a r d  f u n d i n g  m e c h a n i s m  f o r  

e d u c a t i o n .  A n d ,  t h r o u g h o u t  A l a s k a ,  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o l  o u r  y o u t h  

i s  s u l t e r i n g  a s  a r e s u l t .

T h e  E d u c a t i o n a l  E n d o w m e n t  i s  t h e  o n l y  d e v i c e  b e i n g  t o u t e d  

t o d a y  w h i c h  w i l l  b r i n g  n e e d e d  s t a b i l i t y  t o  e d u c a t i o n a l  

f u n d i n g .  I t  p r o v i d e s  a s t r a t e g i c  p l a n  f o r  n o t  o n l y  f u n d i n g  

f u t u r e  e d u c a t i o n a l  c o s t s ,  b u t  a l s o  f o r  e n h a n c i n g  o r d e r l y  

p r o g r a m  p l a n n i n g  b y  d i s t r i c t s .  I n  H o u s e  B i l l  4 6 9 ,  t h e  

L e g i s l a t u r e  i s  n o w  l o o k i n g  a t  p r o p o s e d  l a w  w h i c h  c a l l s  f o r  

e v i d e n c e  o f  a d e q u a t e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p l a n n i n g  b y  s c h o o l



I  am n o t  o n e  p r o n e  t o  v i e w  t h e  w o r l d  i n  t e r r a s  o f  d i c h o t o m i e s ,  

h o w e v e r ,  t h i s  i s  a c a s e  w h e r e  t h e  c h o i c e s  a r e  v e r y  c l e a r .  

E i t h e r  e s t a b l i s h  a s y s t e m  w h i c h  s t a b i l i z e s  s c h o o l  f i n a n c e  o r  

f a c e  c h a o s  a n d  t h e  p r o b a b l e  r i s k  o f  m o r e  C h a p t e r  9 t y p e s  o f  
a c t i o n s  a m o n g  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s .

I f  I  w e r e  i n  y o u r  p o s i t i o n  a n d  f a c i n g  s u c h  a c h o i c e ,  I  w o u l d  

w a n t  t o  a s s u m e  a v e r y  p r o a c t i v e  p o s t u r e .  I n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  

s u c h  l e a d e r s h i p ,  I  i m p l o r e  y o u  t o  d e f e r  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  

A l a s k a  t o  m a k e  t h e  r i g n t  d e c i s i o n  f o r  i t s  y o u t h  a n d  f o r  i t s  
f u t u r e  .

d i s t r i c t s .  Y o u  c a n  b e a s s u r e d  t h a t  s u c h  a m a n d a t e  c a n  o n l y  b e
a m e a n i n g l e s s  e f f o r t  i f  q u e s t i o n s  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  f u n d i n g  a r e
n o t  a d e q u a t e l y  a d d r e s s e d  a n d  r e c o n c i l e d .
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D A T E  : F e b r u a r y  1 6 ,  1 9 9 0

RE  : T e s t i m o n y  o n  B e h a l f  o f  t h e  E d u c a t i o n a l  E n d o w m e n t

I  r e g r e t  t h a t  o t h e r  c o m m i t m e n t s  p r e v e n t  me f r o m  a t t e n d i n g  

y o u r  h e a r i n g  i n  S i t k a  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  G o v e r n o r ’ s p r o p o s e d  

E d u c a t i o n  E n d o w m e n t ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  a f e w  p o i n t s  I  w o u l d  l i k e  

t o  m a k e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p l a n  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  f u n d i n g  i n  

g e n e r a  1.

F o r  a s  l o n g  a s  I  h a v e  b e e n  a B o a r d  m e m b e r ,  q u e s t i o n s  

r e g a r d i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  f u n d i n g  f r o m  t h e  S t a t e  h a v e  b e e n  a 

p e r e n n i a l  p r o b l e m .  T h e  d i s r u p t i o n s  c a u s e d  b y  t h e  p r e s e n t  

s y s t e m  o f  d e t e r m i n i n g  S t a t e  f u n d i n g  l e v e l s  h a v e  b e e n  

i n s i d i o u s ;  i m p a c t i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  f r o m  s t a f f  m o r a l e  t o  t h e  

a b i l i t y  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  m e a n i n g f u l  s t r a t e g i c  p l a n n i n g  b y  

s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s .  Y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r ,  s c h o o l  b u d g e t s  h a v e  t o  b e  

d e v e l o p e d  w i t h o u t  e v e r  k n o w i n g  a t  w h a t  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s o u r c e  

o f  r e v e n u e  i s  g o i n g  t o  b e ;  a t  w h a t  l e v e l  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i s  

g o i n g  t o  f u l f i l l  i t s  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  i t s  y o u t h .  W o r k i n g  f o r  t h e  

m o s t  p a r t  o n  r u m o r s ,  d i s t r i c t s  a t t e m p t  t o  a d j u s t  t h e i r  

p r o g r a m s  b a s e d  u p o n  n o t h i n g  b e t t e r  t h a n  a " b e s t  g u e s s "  a s  t o  

w h a t  m a y  b e  a p p r o p r i a t e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e .  B a c k  i n  1 9 8 6 ,  w h e n  

t h e n  G o v e r n o r  S h e l f i e l d  m a n d a t e d  a  t e n  p e r c e n t  ( 1 0 % )  a c r o s s  

J t h e  b o a r d  r e d u c t i o n  i n  S t a t e  f u n d i n g  t o r  a l l  a g e n c i e s ,  t h e
B o a r d  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  o f  S i t k a  m a d e  s u b s t a n t i a l  r e d u c t i o n s  t o  

i t s  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m .  T h i s  p a s t ,  y e a r ,  t h e  b e s t  g u e s s  g i v e n  

t o  u s  a t  b u d g e t  d e v e l o p m e n t  t i m e  w a s  t h a t  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  a 

i n i n e t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t  ( 9 5 % )  p r o r a t i n g  o f  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  u n i t .

A g a i n ,  t h e  D i s t r i c t  w e n t  t h r o u g h  t h e  d e m o r a l i z i n g  p r o c e s s  o f  

p r i o r i t i z i n g  p o t e n t i a l  c u t s  i n  i t s  b u d g e t .  E i t h e r  w a y ,  t h e

D i s t r i c t  h a s  s u f f e r e d  n e e d l e s s l y  f r o m  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  o f  t h e

L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  p r o v i d e  a  f o r w a r d  f u n d i n g  m e c h a n i s m  f o r

e d u c a t i o n .  A n d ,  t h r o u g h o u t  A l a s k a ,  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  o u r  y o u t h  

i s  s u f f e r i n g  a s  a r e s u l t .

T h e  E d u c a t i o n a l  E n d o w m e i *  *• i s  t h e  o n l y  d e v i c e  b e i n g  t o u t e d  

t o d a y  w h i c h  w i l l  b r i n g  n e e d e d  s t a b i l i t y  t o  e d u c a t i o n a l  

f u n d i n g .  I t  p r o v i d e s  a s t r a t e g i c  p l a n  f o r  n o t  o n l y  f u n d i n g  

f u t u r e  e d u c a t i o n a l  c o s t s ,  b u t  a l s o  f o r  e n h a n c i n g  o r d e r l y

p r o g r a m  p l a n n i n g  b y  d i s t r i c t s .  I n  H o u s e  B i l l  4 6 9 ,  t h e  

L e g i s l a t u r e  i s  n o w  l o o k i n g  a t  p r o p o s e d  l a w  w h i c h  c a l l s  f o r  
e v i d e n c e  o f  a d e q u a t e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p l a n n i n g  b y  s c h o o l



I am not one prone to view the world in terms of dichotomies, 

however, this is a case where the choices are very clear. 

Either establish a system which stabilizes school finance or 
face chaos and the protable risk of more Chapter 9 types of 
actions among school districts.

If I were in your position and facing such a choice, I would 
want to assume a very proactive posture. In the absence of 

such leadership, I implore you to defer to the people of 
Alaska to make the rignt decision for its youth and for its 
future.

d i s t r i c t s .  Y o u  c a n  b e  a s s u r e d  t h a t  s u c h  a m a n d a t e  c a n  o n l y  b e
a m e a n i n g l e s s  e f f o r t  i f  q u e s t i o n s  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  f u n d i n g  a r e
n o t  a d e q u a t e l y  a d d r e s s e d  a n d  r e c o n c i l e d .
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RE  : T e s t i m o n y  o n  B e h a l f  o f  t h e  E d u c a t i o n a l  E n d o w m e n t

I  r e g r e t  t h a t  o t h e r  c o m m i t m e n t s  p r e v e n t  me f r o m  a t t e n d i n g  

y o u r  h e a r i n g  i n  S i t k a  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  G o v e r n o r ’ s p r o p o s e d  

E d u c a t i o n  E n d o w m e n t ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  a  f e w  p o i n t s  I  w o u l d  l i k e  

t o  m a k e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p l a n  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  f u n d i n g  i n  

g e n e r a l .

F o r  a s  l o n g  a s  I  h a v e  b e e n  a B o a r d  m e m b e r ,  q u e s t i o n s  

r e g a r d i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  f u n d i n g  f r o m  t h e  S t a t e  h a v e  b e e n  a  

p e r e n n i a l  p r o b l e m .  T h e  d i s r u p t i o n s  c a u s e d  b y  t h e  p r e s e n t  

s y s t e m  o f  d e t e r m i n i n g  S t a t e  f u n d i n g  l e v e l s  h a v e  b e e n  

i n s i d i o u s ;  i m p a c t i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  f r o m  s t a f f  m o r a l e  t o  t h e  

a b i l i t y  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  m e a n i n g f u l  s t r a t e g i c  p l a n n i n g  b y  

s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s .  Y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r ,  s c h o o l  b u d g e t s  h a v e  t o  b e  

d e v e l o p e d  w i t h o u t  e v e r  k n o w i n g  a t  w h a t  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s o u r c e  

o f  r e v e n u e  i s  g o i n g  t o  b e ;  a t  w h a t  l e v e l  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i s  

g o i n g  t o  f u l f i l l  i t s  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  i t s  y o u t h .  W o r k i n g  f o r  t h e  

m o s t  p a r t  o n  r u m o r s ,  d i s t r i c t s  u c t e m p t  t o  a d j u s t  t h e i r  

p r o g r a m s  b a s e d  u p o n  n o t h i n g  b e t t e r  t h a n  a " b e s t  g u e s s "  a s  t o  

w h a t  m a y  b e  a p p r o p r i a t e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e .  B a c k  i n  1 9 8 6 ,  w h e n  

t h e n  G o v e r n o r  S h e l l i e l d  m a n d a t e d  a  t e n  p e r c e n t  ( 1 0 % )  a c r o s s  

t h e  b e a r ' d  r e d u c t i o n  i n  S t a t e  f u n d i n g  l o r  a l l  a g e n c i e s ,  t h e  

B o a r d  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  o f  S i t k a  m a d e  s u b s t a n t i a l  r e d u c t i o n s  t o  

i t s  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m .  T h i s  p a s t ,  y e a r ,  t h e  b e s t  g u e s s  g i v e n  

t o  u s  a t  b u d g e t  d e v e l o p m e n t  t i m e  w a s  t h a t  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  a 

n i n e t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t  ( 9 5 % )  p r o r a t i n g  o f  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  u n i t .  

A g a i n ,  t h e  D i s t r i c t  w e n t  t h r o u g h  t h e  d e m o r a l i z i n g  p r o c e s s  o f  

p r i o r i t i z i n g  p o t e n t i a l  c u t s  i n  i t s  b u d g e t .  E i t h e r  w a y ,  t h e  

D i s t r i c t  h a s  s u f f e r e d  n e e d l e s s l y  f r o m  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  

L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  p r o v i d e  a f o r w a r d  f u n d i n g  m e c h a n i s m  f o r  

e d u c a t i o n .  A n d ,  t h r o u g h o u t  A l a s k a ,  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o l  o u r  y o u t h  

i s  s u f f e r i n g  a s  a r e s u l t .

f h e  E d u c a t i o n a l  E n d o w m e n t  i s  t h e  o n l y  d e v i c e  b e i n g  t o u t e d  

t o d a y  w h i c h  w i l l  b r i n g  n e e d e d  s t a b i l i t y  t o  e d u c a t i o n a l  

f u n d i n g .  I t  p r o v i d e s  a s t r a t e g i c  p l a n  f o r  n o t  o n l y  f u n d i n g  

f u t u r e  e d u c a t i o n a l  c o s t s ,  b u t  a l s o  f o r  e n h a n c i n g  o r d e r l y  

p r o g r a m  p l a n n i n g  b y  d i s t r i c t s .  I n  H o u s e  B i l l  4 6 9 ,  t h e  

L e g i s l a t u r e  i s  n o w  l o o k i n g  a t  p r o p o s e d  l a w  w h i c h  c a l l s  l o r  

e v i d e n c e  o f  a d e q u a t e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p l a n n i n g  b y  s c h o o l



I  am n o t  o n e  p r o n e  t o  v i e w  t h e  w o r l d  i n  t e r m s  o f  d i c h o t o m i e s ,  

h o w e v e r ,  t h i s  i s  a c a s e  w h e r e  t h e  c h o i c e s  a r e  v e r y  c l e a r .  

E i t h e r  e s t a b l i s h  a s y s t e m  w h i c h  s t a b i l i z e s  s c h o o l  f i n a n c e  o r  

f a c e  c h a o s  a n d  t h e  p r o b a b l e  r i s k  o f  m o r e  C h a p t e r  9 t y p e s  o f  
a c t i o n s  a m o n g  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s .

I f  I  w e r e  i n  y o u r  p o s i t i o n  a n d  f a c i n g  s u c h  a c h o i c e ,  I  w o u l d  

w a n t  t o  a s s u m e  a v e r y  p r o a c t i v e  p o s t u r e .  I n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  

s u c h  l e a d e r s h i p ,  I  i m p l o r e  y o u  t o  d e f e r  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  

A l a s k a  t o  m a k e  t h e  r i g n t  d e c i s i o n  f o r  i t s  y o u t h  a n d  f o r  i t s  
f u t u r e .

d i s t r i c t s .  Y o u  c a n  b e  a s s u r e d  t h a t  s u c h  a m a n d a t e  c a n  o n l y  b e
a m e a n i n g l e s s  e f f o r t  i f  q u e s t i o n s  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  f u n d i n g  a r e
n o t  a d e q u a t e l y  a d d r e s s e d  a n d  r e c o n c i l e d .



Feb rua ry  17,1990

Members  o f  t h e  HESS C om m i t t e e ,  Lad ie s  and Gen t l emen ,

My name i s  A l i c e  J o h n s t o n e .  I have l iv ed  in A la s k a  f o r  50 y e a r s  and I h ave  
s e r v e d  f o r  s e v e n  y e a r s  a s  an e l e c t e d  m em b e r  of  t h e  A s s em b ly  of the  C i ty  
and Borough of S i tka .

I come  h e r e  t o n i g h t  to  s p e a k  in  f a v o r  of House J o i n t  R e so l u t i o n  Mo. 13, 
P ropo s ing  am e n d m e n t s  t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  S t a t e  of A la sk a  c r e a t i n g  a 
p e rm a n e n t  e n d ow m en t  f o r  educa t ion .

The  peop le  of  A laska ,  in t h e i r  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  i n d i c a t e d  t h e i r  d e d i c a t i o n  to  
p rov id ing  good e d u c a t i o n  t h r o ugh  f r e e  pub l i c  s c h o o l s  t o  al l  c h i l d r e n  of t h e  
s t a t e .  A l a s k a n s  s u p p o r t  q u a l i t y  edu ca t io n .  P ub l i c  e d u c a t i o n  now r e q u i r e s  
a p p r o x im a t e l y  25$ o f  e v e ry  d o l l a r  of  t h e  s t a t e  budge t .  I don't  have  t o  t e l l  
you abou t  t h e  p ro b l em s  t h a t  w i l l  d eve lop  in fund ing  o t h e r  p ro g r am s ,  s u c h  a s  
l aw  e n f o r c em e n t ,  pub l i c  h e a l t h ,  m un ic ip a l  a s s i s t a n c e  and a l l  of t h e  p r e s e n t  
b e n e f i t s  t o  s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s ,  i f  w e  a r e  to  m a i n t a i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  l eve l  of 
f und ing  of p r im a r y  and s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n  w i t h  ou t  c r e a t i n g  s om e  n ew  and 
i n n ov a t i v e  m e a n s  to  g e n e r a t e  t h e  funds .

I have been  e x t r e m e l y  d i s t u r b e d  t h a t  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  of t h i s  g r e a t  s t a t e  did 
no t  have t h e  f o r e  s i g h t  to  f o rw a r d  fund o u r  s t a t e  bu dge t  w h i l e  w e  w e r e  
sw im m in g  in t h e  p r o c e e d s  of t h e  oil boom. Mow t h a t  oil p r o du c t i o n  and t h e  
r e s u l t a n t  i n com e  to t h e  s t a t e  i s  d e c l i n i n g  i t  i s  m uch  m o re  d i f f i c u l t  to  
a c c om p l i s h  t h e  needed  t a s k  of f o rw a r d  funding.

Gove rno r  Cowper ,  w i t h  t h i s  House J o i n t  R e so lu t ion ,  h a s  c om e  up w i t h  a 
c r e a t i v e  p lan  to  e s t a b l i s h  an e n d ow m en t  to  fund pu b l i c  e l e m e n t a r y  and 
s e c o n d a r y  e du ca t io n .  Th i s  w ou ld  be done by d e d i c a t i n g ,  f o r  a pericci of 15 
y e a r s  o r  p o s s i b l y  20 ye a r s ,  40$ of t h e  e a r n i n g s  of  t h e  P e rm a n e n t  Fund to  
c r e a t e  An Educa t ion  Endowmen t .  Every A la sk an  w i l l  he lp  to  b u i l t  t h i s  
Educa t ion  Endowmen t  Fund and ev e ry  A la sk an  w i l l  b e n e f i t  f r om  th e  
e d u c a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to  be a v a i l a b l e  t o  o u r  y o u n g s t e r s .  A w e l l  
e d u c a t e d  c i t i z e n r y  e q u a l s  i n c r e a s e d  pe r sona!  s u c c e s s ,  r e d u c ed  s o c i a l  
s e r v i c e  c o s t s ,  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  to  p en s io n  and a s s i s t a n c e  p r o g r am s



My husband and I have  l ived  in t h i s  g r e a t  s t a t e  f o r  m o s t  of  ou r  l ives .  We 
have  a lw a y s  i n t e n d ed  to r e t i r e  here .  Now t h a t  w e  a r e  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  of t h e  
many b e n e f i t s  a v a i l a b l e  to  s e n i o r s ,  f r om  f r e e  hun t ing  arid f i s h in g  l i c e n s e s  to  
t h e  mon th ly  l o n g ev i t y  bonus, w e  e n jo y  an e n h an c ed  s t a n d a r d  of l iv ing.  Both 
of us  app laud  Gove rno r  Cowpe r s '  c r e a t i v e  a t t e m p t  to  a d d r e s s  th e  now  
d i f f i c u l t  i s s u e  of f o rw a r d  fund ing  of t h i s  l a r g e  p o r t i o n  of t h e  budget.

C r e a t i n g  t h i s  e n d ow m en t  w i l l  e n a b l e  o u r  g r a n d ch i l d r e n ,  ou r  g r e a t ­
g r a n d ch i l d r e n  and o u r  d e s c e n d e n t s  f o r  many m o r e  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  to  b e n e f i t  
f r om  schoo l  s y s t e m s  w h e r e  t h e  t e a c h e r s  and a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  can  t e n d  to  th e  
b u s i n e s s  of  p rov id in g  e d u c a t i o n  i n s t e a d  of s p end ing  t im e  and en e rg y  to  f ind  
funds  to  f i l l  t h e  schoo l  checkbook.

P l e a s e  p a s s  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  ou t  of  you r  c o m m i t t e e  w i t h  a "Do p a s s "  
r e c om m end a t i o n  so  t h a t  we,  t h e  peop le  of A la s k a  may  have  an o p p o r t u n i t y  to  
vo t e  to  c r e a t e  an Educa t io n  Endowmen t  Fund.

Thank you f o r  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t.o my c om m en t s .

A l i c e  J o h n s t o n e  
213 Sho tgun  A l ley 
S i tk a ,  A la s k a  99835


