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Record# FIRST 
CHARLIE 
JUDITH 
WALT 
GREG 
DUKE 
TROY
G G "JERRY"
TERRY
WALTER
DANA
HIKE

WAYNE

GEORGE
JIM
DAVE

LASTNAHE
AKERS
ANDREGG
BEGALKA
BELL
BERTKE
BLAYLOCK
BOOTH
BRADY
BRIGGS
BROCKWAY EXEC DIR 
BRONSON

BURKHART PRES

CARTE*
CARTER
CLINE VICE-PRES

S u s i t n a  R e g i o n a l  F o r e s t  P l a n  -  C i t i z e n s '  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e

ORGANIZATION REPRESENTED

FISH & GAHE ADV COUN 
SUSITNA VALLEY ST PARK 
ALASKA LOGGERS ASSOC 
AK LOGGERS ASSOC 
SUSITNA VALLEY LODGE 
YEN •Si.* PROP OWNERS 
BOARD OF FORESTRY 
ALASKA HUSKY WOOD 
COOK INLET REG 
AK VISITORS ASSM 
WASILLA CHAPTER

HAT-SU CONV S V IS BUREAU

MAYOR CITY OF PALHER 
WASILLA CHAM OF COMMERCE 
NATL AUDOBON SOC

CITIZEN'S ADV BOARD 
BOARD OF FORESTRY 
VALLEY SAWMILL 
OPERATOR'S ASSM

PLANNING TEAM

SUSITNA VALLEY ASSN.

AK REG OFFICE

ADDRESS C ltY STATE 21P
PO BOX 1 PALMER AK 99645
BOX 1472 PALHER AK 99645
BOX 6600 KETCHIKAN AK 99901
6231 OLD SEWARD IIWY ANCHORAGE AK 99502
4801 AIRCRAFT OR ANCHORAGE AK 99502
5208  COPE ST ANCHORAGE AK 99518
139 E 51ST AVE ANCHORAGE AK 99505
2900  BONIFACE #672 ANCHORAGE AK 99504
8820  BANJO CIRCLE ANCHORAGE AK 99502
PO BOX 102220 ANCHORAGE AK 99510
PO BOX 2176 PALMER AK 99645

191 EAST SWANSON WASILLA AK 99687
AK 99687

231 W EVERGREEN PALMER AK 99645
PO BOX 286 WILLOW AK 99688
3 0 8  G ST SUITE 219 ANCHORAGE AK 99501

JOE AND NORMA DELIA SKWENTNA COMH ASSOC SKWENTNA AK 99667
DENNIS DEVORE CHASE AREA REP PO BOX 362 TALKEETNA AK 99767
GENE DICKASON ROLEJO LAKE ASSOC 313 0  LOCHWOOO CIR ANCHORAGE AK 99504
JACK DICKERSON MAT VALLEY SPORTSMEN PJ BOX 712 PALMER AK 99654
CARL DIXON RIVERSONG LODGE SKWENTNA AK 99667
DAN DORRAN REDCOR C/O ALAGCO SRB 7814 PALMER AK 99645
BILL DUGDALE PRES AK HOTEL AND MOTEL ASSC PO BOX 104900 ANCHORAGE AK 99510
PAULA EASLEY DEPT OF DEV & PLANNING MUNI OF ANCHORAGE PO BOX 196650 ANCHORAGE AK 99519
BILL EASTHAM MAT-SU MOTOR MUSHERS HCO-3 BOX 8286 PALHER AK 99645
RUTH EDMONDSON EXE DIR COALITION FOR BOREAL FOREST DEV 6821 SHERWOOD AVtNUE ANCHORAGE AK 99504

JOHN EVANS TYONEK NATIVE CORP 4433  LAKE OTIS PKWY ANCHORAGE AK 99507
JOE EVANS BOARD OF FORESTRY 4741 SO PARK BLUFF DR ANCHORAGE AK 99516

LOREN FLAGG KENAI PENIN FISHER ASSN BOX 546 SOLDOTNA AK 99669
DIANE FRANK TOKOSHA CITIZEN'S COUN 2224 TURNAGAIN PKWY ANCHORAGE AK 99517

CHRIS GOLL AK PROF SPORTFISHING ASSN 41 2 7  RASBERRY ROAD ANCHORAGE AK 99502

REP MARY GRISCO SIERRA CLUB AK CHAPTER PO BOX 202045 ANCHORAGE AK 99520
ROBERT E HARRIS DEPT ADMINISTRATOR CITY OF WASILLA 290 E HERNING AVE WASILLA AK 99687

GENE JENNE TALKEETNA CHAMBER OF COM TALKEETNA AK 99676



"

DONALD STANDIFER TYONEK NATIVE CORP
JOEL STEFANSKI HAT-SU LOGGERS ASSN

JOHN STURGEON KONCOR BOARD OF FORESTRY

JIH SYCES CHASE COMMUNITY COUNCIL

JOHN THOMAS HOARD OF FORESTRY
DICK TINDALL RESOURCE DEVELOP COUNCIL

BILL TULL PALHER CHAMBER OF COM
CYNTHIA WATSON PRES GREATER WASILLA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
JACK WILLIS SUSITNA BASIN CHARTER APT C/O AK REC SER
RON WOLFE KLUKWAN FOREST PROO INC

DICK ZOBEL CHAIRHAH WASILLA SOIL & WATER CONSERV DIST

4433  LAKE OTIS PKWY 
HC01 BOX 6031A

ANCHORAGE
PALHER

AK
AK

99807
99645

3501 DENALI STE 202

309  GAYLENE CIR

ANCHORAGE

ANCHORAGE

AK 99503 

AK 99504

BOX 8282 
PO BOX 100516

KETCHIKAN
ANCHORAGE

AK
AK

99901
99510

634 S BAILY STE 201 PALHER AK 99645
PO BOX 871 826  WASILLA AK 9 96 87
HC 32  BOX 6 5 2 5 -7 5  WASILLA AK 996 87
PO BOX 34659  JUNEAU AK 99803

2640 WASILLA-FISHOOK RD WASILLA AK 9 96 87



THIS D O C U M E N T  
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S u s i t n a  R e g i o n a l  F o r e s t  P l a n  -  C i t i z e n s

Record# FIRST 
CHARLIE 
JUDITH 
WALT 
GREG 
DUKE 
TROY
G G ''JERRY"
TERRY
WALTER
DANA
HIKE

WAYNE

GEORGE
JIM
DAVE

JOE AND NORHA
DENNIS
GENE
JACK
CARL
DAN
BILL
PAULA
BILL
RUTH

JOHN
JOE

LORFN
DIANE

CHRIS

REP MARY 
ROBERT E

LASTNAHE
AKERS
ANDREGG
BEGALKA
BELL
BERTKE
BLAYLOCK
BOOTH
BRADY
BRIGGS
BROCKWAY EXEC DIR 
BRONSON

ORGANIZATION REPRESENTED

FISH & GAME ADV COUN 
SUSITNA VALLEY ST PARK 
ALASKA LOGGERS ASSOC 
AK LOGGERS ASSOC 
SUSITNA VALLEY LODGE 
YEN-SU PROP OWNERS 
BOARD OF FORESTRY 
ALASKA HUSKY WOOO 
"O K  INLET REG 
AK VISITORS ASSN 
WASILLA CHAPTER

CITIZEN'S ADV BOARD 
BOARD OF FORESTRY 
VALLEY SAWMILL 
OPERATOR'S ASSN

PLANNING TEAM

SUSITNA VALLEY ASSN.

BURKHART PRES HAT-SU CONV & VIS BUREAU

CARTE'
CARTER
CLINE VICE-PRES

MAYOR CITY OF PALHER 
WASILLA CHAM OF COMHL.'.CE 
NATL AUDOBON SOC AK REG OFFICE

DELIA SKWENTNA COMM ASSOC
DEVORE CHASE AREA REP
DICKASON ROLEJO LAKE ASSOC
DICKERSON HAT VALLEY SPORTSMEN
DIXON RIVERSONG LODGE
DORRAN REDCOR C/O ALAGCO
DUGDALE PRES AK HOTEL AND HOTEL ASSC
EASLEY DEPT OF DEV & PLANNING MUNI CF ANCHORAGE
EASTHAM MAT-SU MOTOR HUSHERS
EDMONDSON EXE DIR COALITION FOR BOREAL FOREST DEV

EVANS TYONEK NATIVE CORP
EVANS BOARD OF FORESTRY

FLAGG KENAI PENIN FISHER ASSN
FRANK TOKOSHA CITIZEN'S COUN

GOLL AK PROF SPORTFISHING ASSN

GRISCO SIERRA CLUB AK CHAPTER
HARRIS DEPT ADMINISTRATOR CITY OF WASILLA

GENE JENNE TALKEETNA CHAMBER OF COM

A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e

ADDRESS CITY STATE JIf>
PO BOX 1 PALMER AK 99645
BOX 1472 PALHER AK 99645
BOX 6600 KETCHIKAN AK 99901
6231 OLD SEWARD HWY ANCHORAGE AK 99502
4801 AIRCRAFT DR ANCHORAGE AK 99502
5208  COPE ST ANCHORAGE AK 99518
139 E 51ST AVE ANCHORAGE AK 99505
2900  BONIFACE #672 ANCHORAGE AK 99504
8820  BANJO CIRCLE ANCHORAGE AK 99502
PO BOX 102220 ANCHORAGE AK 99510
PO BOX 2176 PALMER AK 99645

191 EAST SWANSON WASILLA AK 99687
AK 99687

231 W EVERGREEN PALMER AK 99645
PO BOX 286 WILLOW AK 99688
3 0 8  G ST SUITE .210 ANCHORAGE AK 99501

SKWENTNA AK 99667
PO BOX 362 TALKEETNA AK 99767
313 0  LOCHWOOO CIR ANCHORAGE AK 99504
PO BOX 712 PALMER AK 99654

SKWENTNA AK 99667
SRB 7814 PALMER AK 99645
PO BOX 104900 ANCHORAGE AK 99510
PO BOX 196650 ANCHORAGE AK 99519
HCO-3 BOX 8286 PALMER AK 99645
6821 SHERWOOD AVENUE ANCHORAGE AK 99504

4 43 3  LAKE OTIS PKWY ANCHORAGE AK 99507
4741 SO PARK BLUFF DR ANCHORAGE AK 99516

BOX 546 SOLDOTNA AK 99669
2224  TURNAGAIN PKWY ANCHORAGE AK 99517

4 1 2 7  RASBERRY ROAD ANCHORAGE AK 99502

PO BOX 202045 ANCHORAGE AK 99520
2 90  E HERNING AVE WASILLA AK 99687

TALKEETNA AK 99676



DOROTHY JONES HAYOR MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH PO BOX B PALMER AK 99645
SUSIE KAISER COOK INLET COALITION PO BOX 110381 ANCHORAGE AK 99511
STEVE KALLICK ASSOC DIR SE AK CONSER COUNCIL BOARD OF FORESTRY BOX 021692 JUNEAU AK 99802
CAL KERR KERR ANO ASSOCIATES PO BOX 111293 ANCHORAGE AK 99511

DR DAVID LAW ALASKA FLYFISHERS 300  E FIREWEED ANCHORAGE AK 99503
GARY LEE BOARD OF FORESTRY C/O DOYON 201 1ST AVE FAIRBANKS AK 99701
DEAN LITTLEPAGE IDITAROD NATL HIST TRAIL ADV COMMITTEE PO BOX 230983 ANCHORAGE AK 99523

80B LOESCKER CEO SEALASKA CORP BOARO OF FORESTRY 1 SEALASKA PLAZA STE 200 JUNEAU AK 99801
ROBERT LOISELLE PRES KLUKWAN FOR PROD INC BOARD OF FORESTRY BOX 2077 JUNEAU AK 99803
BECKY LONG AK SURVIVAL BOX 344 TALKEETNA AK 99686

RON HCNEESE MAT-SU PROP OWNERS ASSOC PO BOX 128 PALMER AK 99645

PEPPER MERCURIO UPPER COOK INLET DRIFT ASSOC HC 2 SOX 550 KASILOF AK 99610
JAMES MINTON FLAT HORN LAKE ASSN PO BOX 190121 ANCHORAGE AK 99519
MARCELLA P PAD IE HAYOR CITY OF HOUSTON PO BOX 940 027 HOUSTON AK 99694
ROSE PALHQUIST HAT-SU BOROUGH ASSEMBLY HAT-SU BOROUGH PO BOX 1608 PALMER AK 99645
JEFF PARKER PRES WILDLIFE FEDERATION OF AK 3111 C STREET ANCHORAGE AK 99503

JOHN PECKHAM BOARD OF FORESTRY BOX. 9579 KETCHIKAN AK 99901
LARRY PEET BIG LAKE CHAMBER OF COMM PO BOX 520 067 BIG LAKE AK 99652
ANDY PENYAK AK BOATING ASSOC 960 8  DINAAKA DRIVE EAGLE RIVER AK 99577
MIKE PERYAM AK FRONTIER TRAPPERS ASSN #C 32  BOX 663 7  B WASILLA AK 99687
DREW PESNELL KLUKWAN FOREST PROD INC PO BOX 240225 ANCHORAGE AK 99524
ART PETERSEN UPPER SUSITNA SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DIST HC BOX 562 WILLOW AK 99688

I
ALAN PHIPPS STATE LNDS DIR AK CENTER FOR THfc ENV 700 H STREET SUITE 4 ANCHORAGE AK 99501
JOHN W PICKERING KLUKWAN FOREST PROO INC PO BOX 240225 ANCHORAGE AK 99524
TAMMY PITTS BIG LAKE CHAMBER OF COMM PO BOX 520067 BIG LAKE AK 99652
RUSS REDICK AK SPORTFISHING ASSN 3605  ARCTIC BLVD #800 ANCHORAGE AK 99503
L01SANN REEDER PRES SUSITNA VALLEY ASSN 960 0  SLALOM DR ANCHORAGE AK 99516
JIM RICHARDSON COOK INLET CHAPTER AK SOC OF AM FORESTERS 333 9  WENTWORTH ANCHORAGE AK 99508
CINDY ROBERTS EXEC OFF WORLD TRADE CENTER ANCH 2001 CHURCHILL DRIVE ANCHORAGE AK 99517
ANN ROTHE NATL WILDLIFE FEDERATION AK REG OFFICE 19049 WHIRLWAY ROAD EAGLE RIVER AK 99577
SUSAN RUDDY NATURE CONSERVANCY THE AK FIELD OFFICE 601 W 5TH STE 550 ANCHORAGE AK 99501
HENRY RUST AK AIR CARRIERS ASSN C/O RUST'S FLYING SER PO BOX 190325 ANCHORAGE AK 99519
GEORGE SAMPSON BOARD OF FORESTRY 119 GRUENING WAY FAIRBANKS AK 99712
JIM SEELY ROLEJO L ASSN 4340  SEELEY CT ANCHORAGE AK 99502
ROBERTA SHELDON TALKEETNA CHAPTER SUSITNA VALLEY ASSN PO BOX 292 TALKEETNA AK 99676
TED SMITH MAT-SU ASSEHBLY BOARD OF FORESTRY PO BOX 1026 WILLOW AK 99688
LARRY SMITH SC TEG COUN OF FISH & GAME ADV COMM FRITZ CREEK AK 99603
RON SOMERVILLE AK OUTDOOR COUNCIL 3780  MCGINNIS DR JUNEAU AK 99801
JOHN SPALDING AK AIRMAN'S ASSN 6445  IMLACH WAY ANCHORAGE AK 99502



DONALD STANDIFER TYONEtC NATIVE CORP
JOEL STEFANSKI MAT-SU LOGGERS ASSN

JOHN STURGEON KONCOR BOARD OF FORESTRY

JIM SYKES CHASE COMMUNITY COUNCIL

JOHN THOMAS BOARD OF /ORESTRY
DICK TINDALL RESOURfc' DEVELOP COUNCIL

S ILL TULL PA..MER CHAMBER OF COM
CYNTHIA WATSON PRES G1EATER WASILLA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
JACK WILLIS SJSITNA BASIN CHARTER APT C/O AK REC SER
RON WOLFE KLUKWAN FOREST PROD INC

DICK ZOBEL CHAIRMAN WASILLA SOIL & WATER CONSERV DIST

i

4433  LAKE OTIS PKWY ANCHORAGE AK
HC01 BOX 6031A PALHER AK -9645

3501 DENALI STE 202

3 09  GAYLENE CIR

ANCHOR/IE 

ANCHORAGE

AK 99503

AK 99504

BOX 8282 
PO BOX 100516

KETCHIKAN
ANCHORAGE

AK 99901
AK 99510

634 S BAILY STE 201 PALMER AK 99645
PO BOX 871826  WASILLA AK 99687
HC 32  BOX 6 5 2 5 -7 5  WASILLA AK 99687
PO BOX 3 46 59  JUNEAU AK 99S03

2640 WASILLA-FI SHOOK RD WASILLA AK 99687



Sus i tna Reg iona l  Forest  Plan 
Div is ion  of  L a n d  a n d  Water M anagemen t  
D e p a r tm e n t  of  N a t u r a l  R e so u n  *s 
P.O. Box 10-7005 
Anchorage ,  Alaska 99510

BULK RATE
U.S. Postage 

P A I D  
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ANCHORAGE, AK



February 12, 1990

Purposes

Area

Process

P a r t i c i ­
pan ts

Major
Proposals

K A S H W I T N A  M A N A G E M E N T  P L A N

R e q u i r e d  by Willow Subbas in  Area  Plan  to:

1. Schedule  t im ber  a n d  f a r m  sales
2. Design roads
3. M in im ize  confl i c t s  between  l and  uses.

L ow lands  be tw een  Willow Creek (H a tc he r  Pass road )  a n d  K a s h w i t n a  R ive r  
A p p r o x im a te ly  21,000 acr  s o f  s ta te  land,  6,500 acres  of  borough  land,  a nd  700 

acres  o f  p r iva te  land.

Issues i d e n t i f i e d  by Willow Subbas in  plan
I n fo r m a t io n  ga the red  th rough  Susi tna  Reg iona l  Forest  Plan
Reso lu t ion  o f  issues begun October  1989
Agency r ev iew  d r a f t  - C U R R E N T  S T E P
Pub l ic  r ev iew  of  d r a f t  p lan spr ing 1990
F ina l  p lan  J u n e  1990

Same groups  as f o r  Susi tna Reg iona l  Fo rest  Plan  
P l a n n in g  team: D N R ,  DFG,  DOT,  DEC, Mat-Su Borough 
C i t izens ’ A dv iso ry  Com mit tee  w i th  rep re sen ta t ives  o f  80 in te res t  groups 
G ene ra l  pub l ic  will  rev iew  plan a t  pub l ic  meet ings  in sp r ing  1990

Access
Rou tes  f o r  m a in  N-S road  and  ye a r - round  road  access to bo rough  lands and 

a g r i c u l t u ra l  hom es tead  areas  
Rou tes  f o r  t em pora ry  access to t im ber  ha rves t  areas  
Routes  f o r  A T V  access to Willow Mt. Cri t i ca l  H a b i t a t  Area 
Sum mer  A T V  use on des igna ted  t ra i ls  only

A gr i cu l tu re  an d  t im ber  sales
E igh t  a g r i c u l tu ra l  homesteads proposed fo r  sale in  1991 
Exis t ing  t im b er  sales wil l  cont inue;  a d d i t io n a l  sales will  be scheduled th rough  

the  D N R  5-ycar  t im ber  sale schedule  
No t im b e r  ha rves t  w i th in  500’ o f  m ain  road;  select ive cu t t ing  only w i th in  1/4- 

mile  of  m ain  road  
Susi tna  Reg iona l  Forest  Plan guidel ines  will  app ly

Rec rea t ion
R e c rea t io n  s tudy  of  boa t ing  and  f ish ing  p r io r  to b r id g ing  Li t t le  Willow Creek 
R e c rea t ion  sites on n o r th e r n  lake a n d  sou the rn  A T V  t ra i lhe a d

Graz ing
Guide l ines  to keep g raz ing compa tib le  w i th  w i ld l i f e  ha b i t a t  an d  fo re s try

Next  Step  Sum m ar ize  agency a nd  adv isory  commit tee  comments  a nd  hold pub l ic  meet ings



Tim be r  sales

Agr icu l tu ra l
homesteads

land

Private land

Exist ing road

• • • • • »  Proposed 
routes

SUBUNIT A.
Primary Uses:
• Forestry
• Fish & Wildlife 
Secondary Use:
• Recreation

SUBUNIT B.
Primary Uses:
• Forestry
• Fish & Wildlife 
Secondary Use:
• Grazing

SUBUNIT C.
Primary Use:
• Small Farms 
Secondary Uses:
• Forestry
• Fish & Wildlife
• Grazing

□ RECREATION SITES 
88-Trall Wayside 

117-Unnamed Lake Accejs

K A S H W IT N A
L a n d  U s e  D e s i g n a t i o n s
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OFF/CF OF W f  COM M ISS IONER

1 STEVE C O W  PER, G O V E R N O R

400 V J S L L O U O H B Y  M E .  

J U N E A U . A L A S K A  9 9 B 0 1 - 1 7 9 6  

P H O N E :  ( 9 0 7 )  405-2400

M a r c h  1 6 ,  1 9 9 0

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  M i k e  S z y m a n s k i  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t o r  
P .  O .  B o x  V ■
J u n e a u ,  AK 9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  S z y m a n s k i :

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t e s t i f y  o n  SB 4 3 0  y e s t e r d a y .  We 
a r e  p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  b i l l .

D u r i n g  t h e  h e a r i n g ,  y o u  r e q u e s t e d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  
R e s o u r c e s '  (DNR) c o m m e n t s  o n  c o o r d i n a t i n g  m u l t i p l e  u s e  l a n g u a g e  
i n  SB 4 3 0  a n d  SB 4 5 4  ( M u l t i p l e  U s e ) . We w o u l d  l i k e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  
c h a n g e s  t o  AS 3 8 . 0 4 . 9 1 0  c o o r d i n a t e d ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  f i n a l  s t a t u t e  i s  
c o n s i s t e n t .  T h e  t h r u s t  o f  SB 4 5 4  i s  l e g i s l a t \ v e  m o n i t o r i n g  o f  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  m u l t i p l e  u s e  o r  m i n i n g  o n  s t a t e  
l a n d s .  T h e  b i l l  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  DNR r e p o r t  a n n u a l l y  t o  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  o n  n e w  m i n e r a l  c l o s u r e s  ( S e c .  2 ( d ) )  a n d  c l o s u r e s  o f .  
l a n d  t o  m u l t i p l e  u s e  ( S e c .  3 ( b ) ) .  I t  a l s o  r e q u i r e s  5 - y e a r  
r e p o r t s  s u m m a r i z i n g  t o t a l  c l o s u r e s  t o  m i n i n g  a n d  m u l t i p l e  u s e .

DNR h a s  t e s t i f i e d  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  SB 4 5 4 .  H o w e v e r ,  I  . u n d e r s t a n d  
t h a t  a  h e a r i n g  o n  SB 4 5 4  i s  b e i n g  h e l d  t h i s  m o r n i n g  i n  S e n a t e  • /  
F i n a n c e ,  s o  c h a n g e s  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  s i n c e  o u r  l a s t  t e s t i m o n y .

We r e c o m m e n d  c o m b i n i n g  t h e  c h a n g e s  t o  3 8 . 0 4 . 9 1 0  f r o m  b o t h  b i l l s  
i n  SB 4 5 4  s o  t h a t  L e g i s l a t i v e  d i s c u s s i o n  c o n s i d e r s  t h e  j o i n t  
e f f e c t  o f  a d d i n g  r o a d l e s s  a r e a  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  t h e  m u l t i p l e  u s e  
d e f i n i t i o n  a n d  r e q u i r i n g  n e w  r e p o r t s  o n  r e s t r i c t i o n s  t o  m u l t i p l e  •

v u s e s  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  c o u l d  a l s o  b e  i n c l u d e d .

• •. . .'V- ' ■ ' '■ '■■■■} V ■ . • •

10-J9LH



Se n a t o r  M i k e  Szymanski - 2 -

Thank you for your consideration of our comments, 
opportunity to work with you on these b i l l s .

Sin cerely ,

cc: Senator Bettye Fahrenkamp
Senator Johne Binkley 
Senator Rick Uehling 
Commissioner Don Collinsworth  

Department of Fish and Game

March 16, 1990 
We welcome the

N
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ST A T E  O F  A LA SK A  
1990 L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N

BILL VERSION: c s s b  430 3 / 1 5 /9 0  

PUBLISH DATE:

REQUEST: FISCAL NOTE

ffrm Ptan Ujjorre
CSSB 4 3 0

Sponsor: Sen. Szvmanski 

Rcoumor:
Components n S O B E O B !

OPERATING FY 91 FY 92 FY 93 FY94 FY 95 FY 96
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND A STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

i3 7 .y i T / . y y y . i

..........1- 0~ e.O 12.0 1 ”
3 3 , 4 33, y T i . i r

3 .0 3 .1 ) 3 .0
5 .0

TOTAL OPERATING ■ J t t a f l ,  , ___

CAPITAL

R E V E N U E  |

F U N D I N G ;  (Thouanda of Pollan)

GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER.
TTTT^

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME
PART-TIMB
TEMPORARY

1 3 -
3 1

1 .

L i . _____ 1 3 ‘

A N A L Y S I S  : (Attach a separate page If necessary)

SEE ATTACHED

Preptrtdby: Ron Swanson
Division: ULWM

Approved by Commialoner: 
Agency:

DUtribudoo (by preparer): 
Lagukrive Finance 
LegUlacve Spomor . 
Raaaccor

O W :U fE 2 2 Z
U & r

Ditt:
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ANALYSIS

BafikgrQuad

1. Update will combine Susitna and Willow Subbasin area plans.

2. Area includes original land in area plans minus land in the Beluga Subregion within 
the Kenai Peninsula Borough that will be included In the Kenai A r e a  Plan. La n d  
within management plans that are completed or in progress will not be addressed by 
the area plan except for regional (Chapter 2) guidelines that apply to the management 
planning areas. Management plans cover Hatcher Pass, Matanuska Valley Moose 
Range, state refuges, state parks and recreation areas, state recreation rivers, 
Deception Creek, and Kashwitna. This proposal assumes a plan will be in progress 
for the Willow Mt, Critical Habitat Area.

This proposal assumes that legislative designations will not be in place, nor 
management plans mandated for Jim-Swan Lakes Recreation Area, Susitna State 
Forest, Chelatuw Public Use Area, SB 430, or other n e w  areas prior to the update.

3. T h e  update will do more detailed planning in the Knik Glacicr-Jim-Swan Lakes and 
Susitna Corridor areas. The Susitna Corridor work will fulfill the requirement for 
a management plan.

S ta ffin g

1. All positions are step A. Estimates include benefits but not merit Increases.

2. Planning staff include 1 range 18, 1 range 1$, 1 range 14, and 1/3 range 8 clerk.
If the Susitna State Forest bill passes and sets up a separate management planning 
process, the range 14 can be changed to a 1/2-time 14 or a tech position.

I rAYSi

Travel Includes per diem for overnight stays during publio meetings in Talkeetna, Trapper 
Creek, Glacier View, and Lake Louise. O n e  tiip per year io Juneau tor legislative briefings 
also is included.

Contractual

1. This estimate assumes the legislature will direct consideration of roadless areas. If 
this alternative is considered, a statistical public attitude survey will be required. 
$10,000 is included for a public attitude Burvey during the public review of 
alternatives.

2. This estimate assumes the legislature will require a study of recreation and tourism. 
Absent more detail on the questions to be addressed by this study, it is estimated 
that $25,000 will be needed to contract for this study.

3. Printing costs include an introductory brochure and resource assessment in FY91. an 
agency review draft, public review draft, and s u m m a r y  brochure in F Y  92; and the 
final plan and s u m m a r y  review draft in F Y  93. The plans will encompass both the 
Willow and S A P  plans and m a y  require two volumes.



4. T ranspo rta tion  costs include mileage to Palm er-W asilla fo r  pub lic  m eetings and  
planning  team  m eetings, and to Willow, T alkeetna, T rap p er C reek, G lacier V iew, 
Sutton, and L ake Louise fo r public m eetings. A ir ch a rte r costs arc included  fo r 
public m eetings in Skw entna, and  fo r overfligh ts to the Susitna valley , M atanuska 
valley, and K n ik  valley.

Efluipiafiitt

Desks, chairs, and com puter equipm ent.

X eroxing, new sletters, ren ta l fo r public m eeting rooms m ylar, g raphic supplies, a irphotos, 
etc.
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ID

*
No. if Positions 

1
Post tion Title

N a t u r a l  Resou rce  Manager I
Range/Step

18/A
Barg. Unit

GGU
riM StatusF u l l Staff Month*

12
LocationAnchoracp Election Oistrict

Type of Expenditure Aneunt
! 1 2 3
Salary- 37.4 f f n m m n m i m
Benefits" 12.3 U t H t i f f t i t H H H t
Preaiua Pay (Included in Absva} /////////////////V t f f /M H t fU U H H f
Other /////////////////> n m i m r u i m m

Total Personal Services /////////////FV//P ..A9.?_.
T n w i 1,0
Contractual 1.4
Cemadflies 0.5
IquipiMt
Other j

Total Cest 52.6

Funding Source for Tofal Cost
Federal Receipts 1002
G.F. Natch 1003
General Fond 1054 3
Progran Receipts/GF 10IS 52.6
I-A Receipts 1001 j
r.SP Receipts 1061
Other s

” Personal Service* Salary atd Benefits Costs are Trea PACS. 1

2

J m t i f lM U o t  
t o j a a m )

Lpcfcte will coebina SuiltM and Willow Subbesin area plans.

Area Includes original land In area plane alnus Land in tha-Belugj 
Subregion uithin the Xtnai Penlnmla loc-ough that will ba 1 tcludac 
fn the Kenai Area Plan. Land within aanagwanr plane that are 
ccnpleled or fn progr*** will not te oddresaad by the area plan except 
ficr rational CChapter 2> guidelines that apply to the Barugeaent 
p Laming areas. Harageaent plcrts cover Match Pass, NatantafcaValley 
Mooae harp*, atate refuges, stats parka and recreation areas atata 
recraalfon river*. Deception Creak, and Kashwitna. This proposal 
won f  i a plan will be fnprogrcea for the Willow Kt. Critical Babitat 
Area.
Thrfs proposal assuau that legislative designations will not be ir 
plan, ror aanagcaant plana aandeted for Jia-Suen Lakes Kecaeotfor 
Area. Susitna State Forest, Dmletna Piilic Use Area, SB 430 or ether 
new areas prior to the ypdate.S.The update wilt do ror* detailac 
planning in the Knik Clacier*Jlas-Suan Lakes tnd Susitna Ccrridor 
areas. The Susitna Corridor work will fulfill tha requi«erae>t for 
a amigaent plan.

The update will do wore detailed planning fn the Knik Clecier'JIa 
S**»n Laces and Susitna Corridor areas. The Susitna Corridor areas 
He Sustna Corridor work will fulfill the requimeric far a aanageaeni 
plan.

saf/ina

Plemir* staff include I range 18, 1 rar<je 16, 1 ranse 14, and 1/3 
range 8 clerk. If the Susitna State Forest bill posses and sets op 
* separate aanageaenl planning process, therange V> can bo cnanget 
to 1/2-*.iae or a tach pcaftion.

This position will ba the project aarager.

IEQME5T FOB 
i c v  rasm cM

AGEMCH

BRU

COMPONENT

Natura l Resources
Land & Water flgnt

Land &  Water  Mgmt
Pape t  * t 7
Trvljed D»ii3 - 1 3 - 9 0

FT 91



Position Title
Nq t u r a 7 Resou rce  O f f i c e r  I I

No. of Positions 
1

Range/Step
16/A

Barg. Unit
GGU

fii Status

F u l l
Staff Honths 

12
Location
Anchorage

Election District

Type of expenditure

Salary*
t««sfits*
Preaiua Pay (Included in Above)

Other
Total Personal Services 8/7////////////////

J I J LJLSULn n tm n /in t i it

Travel
Contractual

Coouiities
Equipment
Other

i —

Total Cost

Aaoont

AistiflcitiM
f c t o a g l

/ / / / / / / / / v / / / / / / / /
/ / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / /

1.

2.

/ / / / / / / / / . ' / / / / / / / / /

J L L L
J L L
1 * 0 .
0 . 5

Funding Source For Total Cost 
1002Federal Receipts

3.F. Natch 1003

•ieneral Fund 1004
Prograa Recaipts/GF IflflS

1-A Receipts 1007

CIP Receipts 1061

•ther

4?_1.

* Personal Services Salary and Benefits Casts are fron PALS.

3.

Update Witt cooblne Susitna and Milieu Sutbesin ares plena.

Area includes original lard in area plans pinyg land in the 
Betuga Sifcregion within the Xenai Peninsula Borough that 
will be included in the Kenai Area Plan. Land uithin 
sanegeaent plane that are cospleted or in progress uilt not 
be addressed by the area plan except far regional chapter 21 
guidelines that apply to the aauwpmnt planning areas. 
Nanageaont plans cover rtatch Pass, Matanuska Valley Noose 
Range, state refuges, state parks and recreation areas, 
state rec faction rivers, Deception Creek, and Kashwitna. 
This propose* acsuaes a plan will be in progress for the 
liillcM Mt. Critical Habitat Area.

this proposal assuaes that legislative designations will not 
be in plan, nor mnagenent plans rand*ted for Jia-Swan Lakes 
Recreation Are*, Susitna State Forest, Chelatrus Piblic lisa 
Area, SB 430 or othar new areas prior to the qpdat*.3.7he 
update will do wore detailed planning in the Knik Glacier- 
Jiar-Suan Lakes and Susitna Corridor areas. The Susitna 
Corridor work will fulfill tbe requirenenl for a mrttgesMnt 
plan.

The update will do wore detailed planning in the Knik 
Gtacier-Jhv-SWan Lakes and Susitna Corridor areas. The 
Susitna Corridor areas. The Susitna Corridor work will 
fulfill the requtnaent for a nanogesent plan.

frtitfjna 
1. Planning staff include 1 range IB, 1 range 16, 1 range 14, 

and 1/3 range 8 clerk. If the Susitna State Forest bill 
passes and sots up a separate nanagerswit planning process, 
tbe range 14 can be changed to 1/2-tfne 14 or a teefi 
position.

REQUEST FOR
NEW raSITIfM

AGENCY

BRU

COMPONENT

N a tu r a l  Resou rces
Land & Gate'* Mgmt.
Land & Wate* Mcpnt.

Pap* 5 a J j
Revised Dal* 3 -13 -9 0

FY ST



Position litlo 1 No. af Positions. i Range/Step Barg. Unit
N atu ra l Resource O ffice*  I 1 14/A GGU

Tine Status
Fl 71

Staff riOfiths I I l f l H  o r
Itacfiorage12

Election District

totlficitlon 
t a f a g g g l

1. Update Mill taablne Suaitru and VTllow SUttuzin area plana.
- i

2. Area include* original land in area plans ainug land in the 
feluac Subregion uithin tfie Kenai Peril noil a Sorou^ that 
will be frtcludtd Fn the Kenai Area Plan, land within 
managaaent plana that are coaplcted er in progress ul .1 not 
be addressed by the area pUn except for regional Chapter 2) 
guidelines tftat apply Co the ar>f»;nt planning areas. 
Hanagwaant plans cover Hatch Pasa, Macaruata Valley Moose 
liiga, statei refuges, state perks and recreation areas, 
state recreation rivers. Deception Creek, and Kashwitna. 
This proposal essuaes a plan will be In progress for the 
Willow Mt. Critical Habitat Area.

This proposal assises that Legislative designations will not 
be in plan, n o r  aanageaent plans aandstad for JiarSum Lakes 
Recreation Area. Susitna State Forest, Ctelatna Piivii; Use 
Area, S 8  ( 5 0  or other n e w  a r e a s  p r i o r  to t h e  update. I . T h e  
update will d> wore detailed plaranring in the Knik GlacSer- 
J l w - S w a n  Lakes and Susitna corridor a r e a s .  Tha Susftna 
Corridor werk'wilt lullill the requirmenC f o r  a nanagemit 
plan.

3. The update will do sore -detailed planning in the Cnik 
Glacier-Jva-Suan Lakes ana Susitna Corridor areas. Tha 
Susitna Corridor areas. Ihe Susitna CarrTdor work will 
fulfill the requireent for a man*g«*ent plan.

Type of Expenditure
l 2 3

Salary" 2 8 .2 ///////////////////
Benefits* 9 .3 ///////////////////
Praoiua Pay (Included in Above) u n n tfm rn n u />/////////////////
6th* ■ t m f u r m m m ///////////////////

Total Personal Services u tiu n H f/ittm 3 7 .5
travel 6 .5
Contractual i . o  i
Coamodi ties o .s
EquI-faKnt
Other

Tolal Cest 3 9 .5

Funding Source for Total Cost
Fadaral Receipts 1ME
G.F. Hatch 10®
General Fund UHS4 i 3 9 .5
Pnogrt* Recaipts/GF 1006
I-A Receipts UMW
CIP Receipts 1061
Other

Asoimt

* Personal Services Salary and Benefit: Casts art fron PAES.

1. Planning staff include 1 rang* IB, 1 range 16, 1 range U, 
and 1/3 range 8 clerk. If the Susitna State Forsst blit 
passes and fetn up m separate nonagasert planning proctas, 
the range H  can be changed to 1/2-time 14 or a tad) 
position.

REQUEST FON

NEW POSITION

AGENCY
8RU

COMPONENT

N a tu r a l  R e sou rce s
Land & Wa te r  Mgmt. 
Land &  Wa te r  Mgmt.

Pag« R ef 7
Revised Date o- 1 3 - 9 6

nr fi



Position  Title
C l e r k  T y p i s t  113

No. of Positions Range/Step Kara. Unit
1 8/A GGU

Tine Status Staff Months
P a r t  4

Location , Election District
Anchorage

Justification
facbrftftf

Type »f Expenditure Aaount
1 . 2 3 1. Update will coebine Susitna end Ulllow Sidbbesln area plana.

Salary" ... . 6 . 5 / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / /
Benefits* 1 . 1 / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / Salu|* Subregion within the Kenai Peninsula Borough that
PreolM Pay (Included in Above) / / / / / / / / / / / / / > / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / wilt be included in the Kenai Area Plan. Land within j
Other / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / wnageeent plana that are completed or in progress will not ji

Total Personal Services / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / 7 , 6 ........ be aiKVoaaad by the arcs plan except for regional Chaptac 2)

Travel 0 Kfanagunt plan* cover Match Pass, JUtanuska Valley Noose jj
Contractual 0 ttanga, state refugee, state parks and racreation areas, )■
Coawodities 0 . 5 . state recreation rivers, Reception Creek, and Kashwitna. ij 

This proposal asuatrt a plan will be in progress for the 
Uillou ttt. Critical Habitat Area.

This proposal accuses that legislative designations will not 
be in plan, nor unagment plans Mandated for Jia-Swan Lakes 
Recreation Area, Susitna State Forest, Chelatn* Public Use 
Area, S8 430 or other neu areas prior to the <jpdata.3.The 
update will do none detailed planning in the Knik Glacier* 
Jirt-Suan Lakes and Susitna Corridor areas. The Susitna 
Corridor work will fulfill the requirenent for a Management 
plan.

3. The update will do sore detailed planning in the Knik ; 
Glacier-JirrSvan Lakes end Susitne Corridor areas. The 
Susitna Corridor areas. The Susitna Corridor work will 
fulfill the requimnt for a aanagesent plan. !

?itff.ina
1. Planning staff include 1 range 18, 1 range 16, 1 range 14, 

and 1/3 rang* 8 clerk. If the Susitna State Forest bill 
passes end sets up a separate nenagorcnt planning process, 
the range 14 can be changed ko 1/2-tine 14 or a tech 
position.

Equipment
Other

Total Cost . ... . 8 J _____
; funding Source for Total Cost j
Federal Receipts 1002
G.F. Match 1003
General Fund 1004 ... 8 , 1 .
Progra* Receipts/GF 1005
I-A Receipts 1007
CIP Receipts 1061
Other

• Personal Services Salary and Benefits Costs are fron PACS. 

. . . . . .

REQUEST FOR

MEW POSITION

AGENCY N a tu r a l  Rpsmirrp*;
bru Land & Water  Mgmt,

  Land & Wate r  Mgrot,component  _____________  a

Pago 7 o f 7
Rsvissd Exjata 3 - 1 3 - 9 0

FY 4J



Position Title
N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e  O f f i c e r  I

No. of Positions Range/Step f Barg. Unit
1 14/A J GGU

Tin* Status Staff Mopths
F u l l  1 2

Location Election DistrictAnchorage
Justification 
Ilf tUMHMff

Type of Expenditure Amount

i 1
2 3 1. Update will cosfcim Susitna and Willow subbeain arse plans.

Salary* . 2 3 . 2  . . ///////////////////

Benefits* 9 . 3 /////////////////// Beluga Subregion within the Kenai Peninsula Borough that
Pramiua Pay (Included in Above) ////////////////// /////////////////// will bo included In the Kenai Area Plan. Land within 

management plena that are completed or In progress wilt notOther ////////////////// ///////////////////
Total Personal Services ////////////////// 3 7 . 5 be addratoed by the eree plan except for regional Chapter 2} 

guidelines that apply to the management planning areas. 
Management plans cover Hatch Paso, Matanuska Valley Kaose 
Range, state refuges, state pedes and recreation areee, 
state recreation rivers. Deception Creek, and Kashwitna. j 
This proposel assumes a plan wit I be in prograss for the j 
Willow Mt. Critical Habitat Arte. |

This proposal assumes that legislative designation •.•11 not 
be In plan, nor management plans ssndated for aim lakes 
Recreation Area, Susitna State Forest, Chelatne Public Use 
Area, SB A30 or other new areea prior to the update.3.The f 
update will do wore detailed planning in the Knik Glacier* 
Jlat-Suan Lakes and Susitna Corridor areas. The Susitna j 
Corridor work will fulfill the requirement for a management 
plan. i

3. The update will do store detailed planning in the Knik ! 
Glacier*Jtm-Swan Lakes and Susitna Corridor areas. The 
Susitna Corridor areas. The Susitna Corridor work will 
fulfill the requintent for a management plan. [

SMffios
T. Planning staff include 1 range IB, 1 range 16, 1 range K, 

and 1/3 range S clark. If the Susitna State Forest bill 
passes end sets up s separata nragement planning process, 
the range 16 can be changed to T/2-time 16 or a tech 
position.

T ravel O J o

Contractual 1 . 0
Coaanditf es 0 . 5
Equipment
Other

Total Cost 5 9 . 5
funding Source for Total Cost

Federal Receipts 1002
G.F. Match >003 .  .. . ,
Genera! Fund MQ6 j 3 9 . 5
Program Receipts/Gf 1005
T“A Receipts 1007
CilP Receipts 1061
Other

* Personal Services Salary and Benefits Costs are from PACS. |

BEQUEST FOR

NEW POSITION

AGENCY N a tu r a l  Re sou rce s
bru Land & H a t e r  Mgmt. 

Land & Wate r  Mgmt.
COMPONENT _________________________

Page £ of 7 1
Revliitd Data J-J3-M I

FT 91



Position Title

C l e r k  T y p i s t  U I
rise Status

P a r t
Staff Months

4

No. of Positions 
1

Location
Anchorage

Range/Step
8/A

flarq. Unit
GGU

Electron District

Justification

Typo of Expenditure Amount

Salary* .... 6.5 / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / /
Benefits* . 1.1 / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / /
Premium Pay {Included In Above) / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / /
Other / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / /

Total Persona] Services / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / 7.o...
Travel 0
Contractual 0
Commodities 0.5.
Equipment
Other

jj Total Cost 8 .1

Funding Source for Tetal Cost
Federal Receipts 1002
G.F. Match 1003
General Fund 1004 8 ,1
Program Receipts/GF 1005
I-A Receipts 1007 j
CIP Receipts 1061
Other

* Personal Services Salary and Benefits Costs are from PACS. •

t e t e M M

1. Update will cmbine Suoitno and Uillou Nbtumin arco plans.

2. Area includes original land in area plans minus Land in the
Beluga Subregion uithin the Kenai Peninsula lore -*» tkat 
nflt be included In tbe Kenai Area Plan. Land 
Management piano that are completed or in progress will not 
bo addressed by the nree plan except for regional Chapter 2) 
guidelines that appiy to the aanegeenrtt plannirg arcea. 
Nan eg caw nt plans cower Hatch Pass, Matanusba Valley Moese 
Range, state refuges, state parks and recreation areas, 
state recreation rivers, Deception Creek, and Kaahuftne. 
This proposal assumes a plan will be fn progress for the 
Uftlow Kt. Critical Habitat Araa.

this proposal osstsrtes that legislative designations will not 
be (n plan, nor Management plans mandated for Jtm-Suan Lakes 
Recreation Area, Susitna State Forest, Chelatna Public Use 
Area, SO 430 or other new areas prior to the update.3.th» 
update uitt do more detailed planning in the Kniic Glacier* 
Jio-Swan Lakes and 3usitne Corridor areas. The Susitna
Corridor work will fulfill the requirement for a nanagaswnt 
plan.

3. The update will do acre detailed plaflninc in the Knik
Glacier-Jia-Suan Lakes and Susitna Corridor areas. The 
Susitna Corridor areas. The Susitna Corridor work will
fulfill the rsquireent for s management plan.

yftfflpg

1. Planning staff include 1 range 18, 1 range 16, I range 14,
tr * 1/3 rsnga 8 clerk. If the Susitna State Forest bill 
passes and sets up a separate management planning process, 
the range T4 can be changed to 1/2-time 14 or a tech 
position.

-------
BEQUEST FOR

MEW POSITION

AGENCY N a t u r a l  Rf»<ini i r r f><;

Bflu Land & Wate r  Ltqnit,
Land £ W^te r Mgmt, 

component    _

7 of 7
Rsvfsed Oat* 3-13-90

FT 91



r e c e iv e d  
MAR 161990

f a l k e e t n a  C o m m u n i t y  C o u n c i l  E n d o r s e m e n t  

M a r c h  12, 19 9 0

Y o u  a r e  h e r e b y  n o t i f i e d  »that the T a l k e e t n a  C o m m u n i t y  
C o u n c i l ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  s e v e n  c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s  e l e c t e d  b y  

p o p u l a r  v o te, h e r e b y  s u p p o r t s  a n d  e n d o r s e s  S e n a t e  B i l l  4 3 0  

(SB 430) w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  f o r  the S u s i t n a  V a l l e y  R e m o t e  
R e c r e a t i o n  Area.

O u r  c o n c e r n  for the q u a l i t y  o f  o u r  v a l u a b l e  r e c r e a t i o n a l /  
t o u r i s t  b a s e d  e c o n o m y  p r o m p t s  t h i s  e n d o r s e m e n t .

fo r  t h e  T a l k e e t n a  C o m m u n i t y  C o u n c i l

3 / 1 2 / 9 0

p a s s e d t  u n a n i m o u s



State of Alaska 

Senate Community and Regional Affairs 
Committee

Senator Mike Srvm anski, Chairm an 
Senator Al Adams 

Senator Steve Frank 
Senator D rue  Pearce 
Senator Pat Pourchot

P.O. Box V 
Juneau. AK 99811 

(907) 465-4978

M a r c h  2, 1 9 9 0

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: D i c k  B r a d l e y ,  L A A  L e g a l
F R O M :  S e n a t o r  M i k e  S z y m a n s k i  
RE: R e d r a w i n g  SB 430

I w o u l d  l i k e  to r e d r a f t  S B  430, t h e  S u s i t n a  V a l l e y  R e m o t e  
R e c r e a t i o n  Bill, w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c h a n g e s :

1) D r a f t  a t e m p o r a r y  s t a t u t e  t h a t  d i r e c t s  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of 
N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  S u s i t n a  A r e a  P l a n  
b y  a d a t e  t w o  y e a r s  f r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  P l a n ' s  f i v e - y e a r  
e v a l u a t i o n .  D i r e c t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  t o  s u b m i t  t h e  u p d a t e d  S u s i t n a  
A r e a  P l a n

2) D i r e c t  D N R  to c o n s i d e r  r e m o t e  r e c r e a t i o n  a n d  a r e a s  w i t h  
r o a d l e s s  d e s i g n a t i o n s  in  t h e  S u s i t n a  A r e a  Plan. T h i s  n e e d s  t o  be  
d r a f t e d  in s u c h  a w a y  t h a t  it a l s o  a p p l i e s  t o  a l l  o t h e r  a r e a  p l a n s  
d e v e l o p e d  a n d / o r  r e v i e w e d  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t .

3) D i r e c t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  t o  c o n d u c t  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  e c o n o m i c  s u r v e y  
o f  r e c r e a t i o n  a n d  t o u r i s m  in t h e  r e g i o n  c o v e r e d  b y  t h e  S u s i t n a  A r e a  
Plan.

4) S t a t e  t h a t  t h e  t w o - y e a r  r e v i e w  p e r i o d  f o r  t h e  S u s i t n a  A r e a  P l a n  
p r e c l u d e s  f o r e s t r y  d e v e l o p m e n t  in t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s e c t i o n s :

* S u s i t n a  L o w l a n d s
* S u s i t n a  R i v e r  C o r r i d o r
* N.E. S i d e  of  Mt. S u s i t n a
* T r a i l  R i d g e

W h i l e  t h e s e  a r e a s  w i l l  b e  t e m p o r a r i l y  e x c l u d e d  f r o m  a n y  t i m b e r  
s a l e s  o r  h a r v e s t s  f o r  t w o  y e a r s ,  t h e y  m a y  b e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  in t o  the 
o v e r a l l  S u s i t n a  F o r e s t  P l a n  c u r r e n t l y  u n d e r  d e v e l o p m e n t .

5) A m e n d  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  " m u l t i p l e  u s e "  to  i n c l u d e  r o a d l e s s  
d e s i g n a t i o n s  a n d  r e m o t e  r e c r e a t i o n  p u r p o s e s .
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STEVE COVVPER, GOVERNOR

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  F I S H  A M D  G A M E BOX 3-2000
JUNcAU. ALASKA 99802 
PHONE: (907) 465-4106

DIVISION OF HABITAT

F e b r u a r y  8 , 1 9 9 0

p e c e w e d

V t t t V i W 0
T h e  H o n o r a b l e  M i k e  S z y m a n s k i  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P.O. B o x  V  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  S z y m a n s k i :

W i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  y o u r  l e t t e r  d a t e d  J a n u a r y  22, w e  h a v e  a l r e a d y  
p r e p a r e d  a r e s p o n s e  to Ms. B e c k y  L o n g  in  w h i c h  w e  e x p l a i n e d  h o w  o u r  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  t o  p r o t e c t  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  r e s o u r c e s  w e r e
d e v e l o p e d  a n d  s u b m i t t e d  for c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b y  t h e  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  
F o r e s t  M a n a g e m e n t  P l a n  S t e e r i n g  C o m m i t t e e .  I a g r e e  w i t h  y o u r  
s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  i t  is i m p o r t a n t  t o  d e v e l o p  i m m e d i a t e  h a b i t a t
p r o t e c t i o n  p l a n s  f o r  a n y  f u t u r e  l e v e l  o f  t i m b e r  h a r v e s t i n g .  F o r
y o u r  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  I h a v e  e n c l o s e d  a c o p y  o f  t h e  l e t t e r  s e n t  t o  y o u r
c o n s t i t u e n t  a n d  a c o p y  of o u r  c o m m e n t s  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  B o r o u g h .  
I am  a l s o  e n c l o s i n g  a c o p y  o f  t h e  f o r e s t  m a n a g e m e n t  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  
t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  r e s o u r c e s  t h a t  w e  r e c o m m e n d  b e  
i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  B o r o u g h ' s  f o r e s t  plan.

S i n c e r e l y ,  ?

F r a n k  R u e  
D i r e c t o r

E n c l o s u r e s



J u n e  7, 1 9 8 9

Mr. B i l l  L u r i a
R e s o u r c e  M a n a g e m e n t  A s s o c i a t e s  
P . O .  B o x  100741 
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 1 0

D e a r  M r .  Luria:

A s  p e r  y o u r  r e q u e s t ,  t h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P i s h  a n d  G a m e  
(ADF&G) h a s  r e v i e w e d  t h e  14 F o r e s t  M a n a g e m e n t  U n i t s  (FMUs) 
d e v e l o p e d  f o r  t h e  M a t - S u  B o r o u g h  F o r e s t  M a n a g e m e n t  P l a n .  
A l o n g  w i t h  t h e  s h o r t  r e s o u r c e  s u m m a r y  w e  h a v e  i n c l u d e d  
r e c o m m e n d e d  l a n d  u s e  d e s i g n a t i o n s  f o r  t h e s e  u n i t s .  W e  u r g e  
t h e  l a n d  a l l o c a t i o n  w o r k i n g  g r o u p  t o  i n c l u d e  F i s h  a n d  
W i l d l i f e  H a b i t a t  as a c o - p r i m a r y  u s e  d e s i g n a t i o n  i n  a l l  
F M U s .  T i m b e r  h a r v e s t s  i n  t h e s e  u n i t s  s h o u l d  b e  p l a n n e d  a n d  
m a n a g e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  a n d  i m p r o v e  e x i s t i n g  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  m o o s e  h a b i t a t ,  m a i n t a i n  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  a n d  s t r e a m  
p r o d u c t i v i t y  a n d  s u s t a i n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  p u b l i c  r e c r e a t i o n  
i n  a h i g h  q u a l i t y  e n v i r o n m e n t .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  a s s u m e s  t h a t  
t h e  M a t - S u  F o r e s t  P l a n  S t e e r i n g  T e a m  w i l l  a d o p t  t h e  h a b i t a t  
g u i d e l i n e s  d e v e l o p e d  b y  the S u s i t n a  R e g i o n a l  F o r e s t  P l a n  a n d  
w i l l  f o l l o w  t h e  l a n d  u s e  .designations a n d  g u i d e l i n e s  i n  t h e  
S u s i t n a  A r e a  P l a n  a n d  W i l l o w  S u b - b a s i n  P l a n .  E x i s t i n g  
p u b l i c  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  a n d  t r a p p i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  s h o u l d  
a l s o  b e  m a i n t a i r e d  i n  a l l  F M Us. A  c o p y  o f  the r e s o u r c e  
s u m m a r i e s  for e a c h  u n i t  is e n c l o s e d .

W e  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to r e v i e w  t h i s  d o c u m e n t  a n d  
p r o v i d e  i n p u t  to the p l a n n i n g  p r o c e s s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

S t e v e n  W. A l b e r t  
H a b i t a t  B i o l o g i s t  
R e g i o n  II 
H a b i t a t  D i v i s i o n

E n c l o s u r e

cc: L. T r a s k y ,  A D F & G
D. M c K a y ,  A D F & G  
D. Bader, A D F & G  
C. G r a u v o g e l ,  A D F & G  
L. Engel, A D F & G  
G. L i e p i t z ,  A D F & G



M A T A N U S K A - S U S I T N A  F O R E S T  M A N A G E M E N T  P L A N  

F O R E S T  M A N A G E M E N T  U N I T  F I S H  A N D  W I L D L I F E  R E S O U R C E  S U M M A R I E S

F M U  1 - S P H  3b + PR 2e ( W h i s k e r s  C r e e k - C h u l i t n a  Corridor)

W h i s k e r s  C r e e k  is a n  i m p o r t a n t  d r a i n a g e  a n d  s u p p o r t s  c o h o  and 
p i n k  s a l m o n  r e a r i n g  a n d  s p a w n i n g ,  a n d  h a s  a b u n d a n t  p o p u l a t i o n s  of 
r a i n b o w  tro u t ,  g r a y l i n g  a n d  D o l l y  V a r d e n  c har. T h i s  w a t e r s h e d  
h a s  m o d e r a t e  to  h e a v y  u s e  b y  m o o s e  f o r  s u m m e r  a n d  w i n t e r  range. 
B l a c k  b e a r s  a r e  f a i r l y  c o m m o n  w i t h  b r o w n  b e a r s  u t i l i z i n g  m a i n l y  
t h e  u p p e r  e l e v e a t i o n s  in t h i s  unit. T h e  u p l a n d  f o r e s t s  h a v e  a 
h i g h  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  s u p p o r t i n g  i n c r e a s e d  a m o u n t s  of h i g h  q u a l i t y  
m o o s e  f o r a g e  if p r o p e r  f o r e s t r y  p r a c t i c e s  occ u r .

T h e r e  m a y  b e  s e v e r a l  o l d  f l o o d e d  g r a v e l  p i t  p o n d s  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  
t h i s  FMU. T h e r e  is g r e a t  p o t e n t i a l  for i n c r e a s e d  p u b l i c  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h r o u g h  l a k e  s t o c k i n g  p r o g r a m s  if s u c h  
a n  e n h a n c e m e n t  p r o g r a m  is f e a s i b l e .  In  t h e  C h u l i t n a  R i v e r  
c o r r i d o r  w i l d l i f e  v a l u e s  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  m o d e r a t e  w i t h  m o o s e  and 
b l a c k  b e a r  f a i r l y  c o m m o n .  L o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  a r e  t h e  p r i m a r y  u s e r s  
o f  t h i s  r e s o u r c e .  T i m b e r  m a n a g e m e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  c o u l d  e n h a n c e  
m o o s e  h a b i t a t  v a l u e s  if p r o p e r l y  p l a n n e d .

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n : F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e  H a b i t a t ,
F o r e s t r y ,  P u b l i c  R e c r e a t i o n

FM U  2 - S P H  4b

T h i s  F M U  p a r a l l e l s  t h e  A l a s k a  R R  and i n c l u d e s  t h e  u p p e r  e n d  of 
t h e  W i g g l e  C r e e k  w a t e r s h e d .  T h i s  c r e e k  is n o t  k n o w n  t o  s u p p o r t  
a n a d r o m o u s  fish. H o w e v e r ,  a d i f f e r e n t  u n n a m e d  c r e e k  c r o s s i n g  the 
r a i l r o a d  R O W  at a p p r o x i m a t e l y  M i l e  2 3 6  a n d  i t s  t r i b u t a r i e s  do 
s u p p o r t  c h i n o o k  a n d  c o h o  s a l m o n  s p a w n i n g  w i t h  a l l  five s p e c i e s  of
P a c i f i c  s a l m o n  h a v i n g  b e e n  d o c u m e n t e d  in t h i s  d r a i n a g e .  T h i s  FMU
p r o v i d e s  b o t h  s u m m e r  a n d  w i n t e r  r a n g e  f o r  m o d e r a t e  n u m b e r s  of
m o o s e .  B l a c k  b e a r s  a r e  a b u n d a n t  w i t h  s o m e  b r o w n  b e a r s  in t h e
s u b a l p i n e  h a b i t a t s .

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n : F i s h  and W i l d l i f e  H a b i t a t
F o r e s t r y

FMU 3 ~ S P H  5d fNo. B a r t l e t t  Hillsl

T h i s  F M U  h a s  no d o c u m e n t e d  a n a d r o m o u s  f i s h  s t r e a m s .  W i l d l i f e  
p o p u l a t i o n s  a n d  h a b i t a t  a r e  b e l i e v e d  t o  b e  of low to m o d e r a t e  
v a l u e  d e p e n d i n g  o n  l o c a l  c o n d i t i o n s .  M o o s e ,  b l a c k  b e ar, a n d



s o m e  b r o w n  b e a r  c a n  b e  f o u n d  ii: t h i s  area. T h i s  FMU is l i k e l y  an 
i m p o r t a n t  h u n t i n g  a n d  t r a p p i n g  ar e a  for l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s .

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n : F o r e s t r y ,  P u b l i c  R e c r e a t i o n
( h u n t i n g  a n d  t r a p p i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  s h o u l d  b e  m a i n t a i n e d ) , F i s h  
a n d  W i l d l i f e  H a b i t a t

F M U  4 - S P H  11 + 12c (No. S h e e p  Creek)

T h i s  F M U  c o n t a i n s  n o  k n o w n  a n a d r o m o u s  fi s h  s t r e a m s  b u t  is 
c o n s i d e r e d  i m p o r t a n t  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t .  T h e  u n i t  s u p p o r t s  a h i g h  
d i v e r s i t y  o f  w i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s .  T h e  a r e a  is u s e d  on a y e a r -  
r o u n d  b a s i s  b y  moose, b r o w n  bear, b l a c k  bear, a n u m b e r  of 
f u r b e a r e r  s p e c i e s ,  u p l a n d  g a m e  birds, a n d  s m a l l  g a m e  s p e c i e s .  
M o o s e  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  a b u n d a n t  a n d  t h u s  a t t r a c t  
c o m p a r a t i v e l y  l a r g e  n u m b e r s  o f  h u n t e r s .  B a s e d  o n  c o n t i n u i n g  
r e s e a r c h  s t u d i e s ,  s e a s o n a l  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  o f  m o o s e  h a v e  b e e n  
o b s e r v e d  in s e c t i o n s  32, 33, 5, a n d  4 w i t h i n  t h i s  FMU. B l a c k
b e a r s  a r e  m o r e  c o m m o n  t h a n  b r o w n  bear. M a n y  o t h e r  f o r m s  o f  
p u b l i c  r e c r e a t i o n  a l s o  o c c u r  in t h i s  area.

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n : F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e  H a b i t a t ,
P u b l i c  R e c r e a t i o n ,  F o r e s t r y

F M U  5 - PR  3e (West F o r k  M o o s e  Creek)

T h i s  F M U  is b i s e c t e d  by  t h e  P e t e r s v i l l e  R e a d  a n d  t h e  W e s t  F o r k  of 
M o o s e  C r e e k  w i t h  the m a i n s t e m  of M o o s e  C r e e k  f l o w i n g  a l o n g  t h e  
e a s t e r n  p e r i m e t e r .  Both t h e  W e s t  F o r k  a n d  m a i n s t e m  o f  M o o s e  
C r e e k  s u p p o r t  r a i n b o w  trout, g r a y l i n g ,  a n d  D o l l y  V a r d e n  c h a r ;  
c h i n o o k ,  c oho, a n d  s o c k e y e  s a l m o n  s p a w n  a n d  r e a r  in the m a i n s t e m  
w i t h  p i n k  s a l m o n  a l s o  b e i n g  p r e s e n t .  P a r t  of  t h i s  u n i t  l i e s  
w i t h i n  t h e  M o o s e  C r e e k  R e c r e a t i o n  R i v e r  P l a n  c o r r i d o r  and s h o u l d  
be m a n a g e d  a c c o r d i n g  to t h e  p o l i c i e s  d e v e l o p e d  in t h a t  p l a n n i n g  
p r o c e s s .  M o s t  of t h i s  u n i t  a n d  the a d j o i n i n g  l a n d s  c o n t a i n  v e r y  
i m p o r t a n t  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  a n d  a r e  h e a v i l y  u s e d  b y  the p u b l i c  for 
h u n t i n g  a n d  t r a p p i n g .  M o o s e  a n d  b l a c k  b e a r s  a r e  a b u n d a n t  in  t h i s  
u n i t .  M o o s e  t e n d  to c o n g r e g r a t e  in w i n t e r  in t h e  r i p a r i a n  
h a b i t a t s ;  t h e  a r e a  is al s o  u s e d  for b r e e d i n g  a n d  c a l v i n g  h a b i t a t .  
B e c a u s e  t h e  a r e a  a d j a c e n t  t o  P e t e r s v i l l e  R o a d  is h e a v i l y  h u n t e d ,  
m o o s e  a r e  d e p e n d e n t  on t h e  e x i s t i n g  t i m b e r e d  a r e a s  for e s c a p e  
c o v e r .  P r o p e r l y  p l a n n e d  t i m b e r  h a r v e s t i n g  c o u l d  i m p r o v e  h a b i t a t  
q u a l i t y  for t h o s e  w i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s ,  s u c h  as moo s e ,  t h a t  d e p e n d  on  
e a r l y  s u c c e s s i o n a l  v e g e t a t i o n .  The e a s y  a c c e s s  r e s u l t s  in h e a v y  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e  by m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  u s e r  g r o u p s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
h u n t e r s ,  f i s h e r m e n ,  t r a p p e r s ,  c r o s s - c o u n t r y  s k i ers, d o g  m u s h e r s ,  
s n o w m o b i x e r s , et al. M o o s e  C r e e k  is a l s o  a f a v o r i t e  p u t - i n  p o i n t  
fo r  p e o p l e  f l o a t i n g  the river.

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n : F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e  H a b i t a t ,
P u b l i c  R e c r e a t i o n ,  F o r e s t r y



F M U  6 - P r  6b, 6 d  +  a d d i t i o n

M u c h  of t h i s  F M U  l i e s  along t h e  S u s i t n a  R i v e r .  R a b i d e a u x  C r e e k  
s u p p o r t s  c o h o  s p a w n i n g  and c o h o  a n d  c h i n o o k  r e a r i n g  h a b i t a t  a n d  
a n  u n n a m e d  t r i b u t a r y  of the S u s i t n a  R i v e r  in t h e  f u r t h e s t  s o u t h  
p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  w e s t  b a n k  p a r c e l  a l s o  s u p p o r t s  c o h o  s a l m o n  r e a r i n g  
h a b i t a t .  M a n y  of t h e  c l e a r w a t e r  s l o u g h s  o f  t h e  S u s i t n a  R i v e r  a r e  
u s e d  f o r  s p a w n i n g  a n d  r e a r i n g  a r e a s  f o r  c h i n o o k  a n d  c o h o  s a l m o n .  
T h i s  a r e a  is h e a v i l y  us e d  b y  m o o s e  as w i n t e r  r a n g e  a n d  s u p p o r t s  a 
h i g h - d e n s i t y  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  a n i m a l s .  T h e  m o r e  m e s i c  c o v e r  
t y p e s  a r e  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  c a l v i n g  h a b i t a t  f o r  m o o s e  in l a t e  
s p r i n g .  B e c a u s e  o f  the r e l a t i v e l y  l a r g e  a m o u n t  of b o a t  and r o a d  
a c c e s s ,  t h i s  a r e a  rec e i v e s  h e a v y  u s e  b y  m o o s e  a n d  b l a c k  b e a r  
h u n t e r s ,  s p o r t  f i s h e r m e n ,  a n d  v a r i o u s  o t h e r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e r s .

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n : F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e  H a b i t a t ,
F o r e s t r y ,  P u b l i c  R e c r e a t i o n

FMU 7 - PR  7d. 7e (West S u s i t n a  River)

M o s t  o f  t h i s  F M U  b o r d e r s  the S u s i t n a  Riv e r .  T r a p p e r  C r e e k  f l o w s  
t h r o u g h  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n  of t h e  u n i t  a n d  s u p p o r t s  c o h o  
r e a r i n g  a n d  s p a w n i n g .  Ma n y  o f  t h e  c l e a r w a t e r  s l o u g h s  of t h e  
S u s i t n a  R i v e r  a r e  u s e d  for s p a w n i n g  a n d  r e a r i n g  a r e a s  for c h i n o o k  
a n d  c o h o  s a l m o n .  T h i s  area is h e a v i l y  u s e d  b y  m o o s e  as w i n t e r  
r a n g e  a n d  s u p p o r t s  a h i g h - d e n s i t y  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of animals. T h e  
m o r e  m e s i c  c o v e r  t y p e s  are a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  c a l v i n g  h a b i t a t  f o r  
m o o s e  in l a t e  s p r i n g .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  l a r g e  a m o u n t  of 
b o a t  a n d  r o a d  a c c e s s ,  this a r e a  r e c e i v e s  h e a v y  u s e  b y  m o o s e  a n d  
b l a c k  b e a r  h u n t e r s ,  s p o r t  f i s h e r m e n ,  a n d  v a r i o u s  o t h e r  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  users.

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n : F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e  H a b i t a t ,
F o r e s t r y ,  P u b l i c  R e c r e a t i o n

F M U  3 - S L  10a f C h i i u k  Creek)

L o w  to m o d e r a t e  n u m b e r s  of m o o s e  a r e  f o u n d  t h r o u g h o u t  this F M U  in 
s u m m e r  b u t  a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  s c a r c e  d u r i n g  w i n t e r  b e c a u s e  of a l a c k  
of a v a i l a b l e  b r o w s e .  Some c a l v i n g  p r o b a b l y  o c c u r s  in the e a s t e r n  
p o r t i o n  of t h e  u n i t  in the m o r e  m e s i c  c o v e r  t y p e s  b e t w e e n  P e a r  
L a k e  a n d  P a r k e r  Lake. Black b e a r s  a r e  m o r e  c o m m o n  in the w e s t e r n  
p o r t i o n  of t h e  u n it. M o d e r a t e  to  a b u n d a n t  n u m b e r s  of m a r t e n ,  
b e a v e r  a n d  o t h e r  f u r b e a r e r  s p e c i e s  o c c u r  t h r o u g h o u t  this FM U .  
C h i n o o k  a n d  co'no s a l m o n  spawn a n d  r e a r  in C h i j u k  Creek. R a i n b o w  
trout, D o l l y  V a r d e n  char, w h i t e f i s h  a n d  g r a y l i n g  are are a l s o  
r e s i d e n t  to C h i j u k  Creek. W i n t e r  a c c e s s  t o  the ar e a  is r e a d i l y  
a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  Oil Well Road, n u m e r o u s  s e i s m i c  trails, a n d  
s k i p l a n e s .  T h e  p r i m a r y  r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e s  i n c l u d e  d o g  m u s h i n g ,  
s n o w m o b i l i n g , A T V ' s ,  s p o r t  h u n t i n g  a n d  fishing, a n d  trapping. W e  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  w i t h i n  t h i s  F M U  o f f e r  e x c e p t i o n a l  
p o t e n t i a l  t o  i m p r o v e  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  v a l u e s  in



t h i s  F M U  if t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  t i m b e r  m a n a g e m e n t  o b j e c t i v e s  a n d  
g u i d e l i n e s  a r e  p u t  in place.

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n : F o r e s t r y ,  P u b l i c  R e c r e a t i o n ,
F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e  H a b i t a t

F M U  9 - GH 6a ( M o o s e  R a n g e - P r e m i e r  Creek)

T h i s  u n i t  is l e s s  t h a n  400 a c r e s  a n d  is i n t e r s e c t e d  b y  P r e m i e r  
C r e e k  in t h e  M a t a n u s k a  V a l l e y  M o o s e  Range. T h e  B u f f a l o  M i n e  R o a d  
s e r v e s  as a c c e s s  to t h i s  area. T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  h a s  n o  e v i d e n c e  of 
a n a d r o m o u s  f i s h  p r e s e n c e  in P r e m i e r  C r e e k .  T h e  u n i t  p r o b a b l y  
p r o v i d e s  s o m e  e s c a p e  c o v e r  f o r  m o o s e  a n d  l i k e l y  has l i m i t e d  
f o r a g e  v a l u e .  T h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a  e x p e r i e n c e s  h e a v y  u s e  d u r i n g  
m o o s e  h u n t i n g  s e a s o n  and in f a c t  is p a r t  o f  a n  a r e a  w i t h  a h i g h  
h a r v e s t  s u c c e s s  r a t e  in c o m p a r i s o n  t o  t h e  a d j o i n i n g  area. M o o s e  
C r e e k  r e c e i v e s  m o d e r a t e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  f i s h i n g  use. T i m b e r  
h a r v e s t s  c o u l d  i m p r o v e  m o o s e  h a b i t a t  q u a l i t y  if c o n d u c t e d  
p r o p e r l y .

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n : F o r e s t r y ,  P u b l i c  R e c r e a t i o n ,
F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e  H a b i t a t

F M U  10 - N o r t h  M a t a n u s k a  R i v e r

L o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  u s e  the ar e a  for v a r i o u s  p u r p o s e s  i n c l u d i n g
h u n t i n g  a n d  t r a p p i n g .  T h i s  F M U  is n o t  k n o w n  to s u p p o r t
s i g n i f i c a n t  w i l d l i f e  r e s ources. T i m b e r  h a r v e s t s  o f  h a r d w o o d s  in
th e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  G l e n n  H i g h w a y  s h o u l d  b e  l i m i t e d  to a v o i d
i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  for f o r  m o o s e - v e h i c l e  c o l l i s i o n s .

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n : F o r e s t r y ,  P u b l i c  R e c r e a t i o n

FM U  11 - S P H  14a + a d d i t i o n s  f K a s h w i t n a  R i v e r - I r o n  Creek)

T h i s  F M U  i n c l u d e s  s e v e r a l  i m p o r t a n t  a n a d r o m o u s  f i s h  s t r e a m s .  
C a s w e l l  C r e e k  is a n  i m p o r t a n t  c o h o  s a l m o n  s p a w n i n g  and r e a r i n g  
s y s t e m .  T h e  K a s h w i t n a  R i v e r  w i t h  its m a n y  o x b o w s  and s l o u g h s
p r o v i d e s  h a b i t a t  for p i n k  and c h u m  s a l m o n  s p a w n i n g  in th i s  FMU.
C h i n o o k  and c o h o  s a l m o n  also h a v e  b e e n  d o c u m e n t e d  in t h i s  s y s t e m .  
I t  a l s o  s u p p o r t  r a i n b o w  trout, g r a y l i n g ,  a n d  D o l l y  V a r d e n  c h a r  
f i s h e r i e s .  C h i n o o k  s a l m o n  r e a r i n g  h a b i t a t  h a s  b e e n  d o c u m e n t e d  t o  
t h e  u p p e r  r e a c h e s  of 196 Mi l e  Creek. T h e  L i t t l e  W i l l o w  C r e e k  
d r a i n a g e  is i m p o r t a n t  for c h i n o o k  a n d  c o h o  s a l m o n  s p a w n i n g  a n d  
r e a r i n g  w i t h  I r o n  C r e e k  s u p p o r t i n g  o n l y  c h i n o o k  a n d  c o h o  r e a r i n g .  
M u c h  of the FMU c o n t a i n s  high v a l u e  m o o s e  h a b i t a t  a n d  s u p p o r t s  
h i g h  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  of moose. B l a c k  b e a r s  a r e  c o m m o n  w i t h
o c c a s i o n a l  b r o w n  b e a r  use. A l t h o u g h  n a v i g a b l e  a c c e s s  up t h e  
K a s h w i t n a  is l i m i t e d  by b o u l d e r s ,  t h e r e  is a v e r y  a c t i v e  s p o r t  
f i s h e r y .  T h e  e x i s t i n g  ti m b e r  a n d  a s s o c i a t e d  v e g e t a t i o n  p r o v i d e  
i m p o r t a n t  w i l d l i f e  c o v e r  h a b i t a t  a n d  forage. W e t l a n d  s w a m p s  a r e



c o m m o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  a r e a  a n d  s u p p o r t  a d i v e r s e  n u m b e r  of 
w i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s .  T h e  s c h e d u l i n g  o f  a n y  t i m b e r  h a r v e s t s  in t h i s  
u n i t  n e e d  t o  be  c l o s e l y  c o o r d i n a t e d  w i t h  h a r v e s t  s c h e d u l e s  for 
a d j o i n i n g  s t a t e  l a n d s  w i t h i n  t h e  K a s h w i t n a  U n it.

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n : F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e  H a b i t a t ,
F o r e s t r y ,  P u b l i c  R e c r e a t i o n

FMU 12 - W i l l o w  C r e e k  S o u t h

T h i s  F M U  '.s b i s e c t e d  b y  a t r i b u t a r y  o f  W i l l o w  C r e e k  w h i c h  
p r o v i d e s  r e a r i n g  h a b i t a t  for c o h o  s a l mon. M o o s e  a r e  c o m m o n  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  u n i t  as t h e y  m i g r a t e  to  a n d  f r o m  r i p a r i a n  
h a b i t a t s  a l o n g  t h e  S u s i t n a  R i v e r  a n d  W i l l o w  Cr e e k .  S o m e  c a l v i n g  
a c t i v i t y  o c c u r s  in M a y  o r  e a r l y  J u ne. G e n e r a l l y  t h i s  u n i t  is of 
m o d e r a t e  v a l u e  t o  m o o s e .  O t h e r  w i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s  s u c h  as b l a c k  
b e a r  a n d  s o m e  of  t h e  f u r b e a r e r  s p e c i e s  u s e  t h e  a r e a  b u t  a r e  n o t  
a b u n d a n t .  B e c a u s e  of t h e  r e l a t i v e  e a s e  of a c c e s s ,  t h i s  a r e a  is 
l i k e l y  u s e d  b y  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  for h u n t i n g ,  t r a p p i n g ,  <-nd o t h e r  
w i n t e r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  p u r s u i t s .

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n : P u b l i c  R e c r e a t i o n ,  F o r e s t r y ,
F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e  H a b i t a t

FMU 13 - Pt. M c K e n z i e  (Lost L a k e - T w i n  Is. Lake)

C o m m e n t s : T h i s  F M U  c o n t a i n s  no  k n o w n  a n a d r o m o u s  f i s h  s t r e a m s
a n d  r e c e i v e s  m o d e r a t e  u s e  by  w i l d l i f e .  M o o s e  a r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  a r e a  b u t  t h e  h a b i t a t  s u i t a b i l i t y  is p r o b a b l y  
m a r g i n a l  to m o d e r a t e .  C o n s i d e r a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  t o  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e r s  o n  t h e  t w o  l a r g e  l a k e s  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h i s  unit. 
A p p r o p r i a t e  h a r v e s t i n g  t e c h n i q u e s  s h o u l d  b e  u s e d  t o  p r o t e c t  
e x i s t i n g  r e c r e a t i o n a l  v a l u e s  a n d  e n s u r e  c o n t i n u e d  p u b l i c  a c c e s s .

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n : P o r t  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  P u b l i c
R e c r e a t i o n ,  F o r e s t r y ,  F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e  H a b i t a t

FMU 14 - Mt. S u s i t n a  2q ( O l s o n - P r e t t y  Ck.)

C o m m e n t s : T h i s  p a r c e l  is i s o l a t e d ,  r e m o t e ,  a n d  s o m e w h a t
i n a c c e s s i b l e .  T h r e e  i m p o r t a n t  a n a d r o m o u s  f i s h  s t r e a m  d r a i n a g e s  
( T h e o d o r e  River, P r e t t y  Creek, O l s o n  Creek) c o u r s e  t h r o u g h  t h i s  
FMU. T h e s e  s t r e a m s  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  for c h i n o o k ,  coho, s o c k e y e ,  a n d  
p i n k  s a l m o n  s p a w n i n g  a n d  rea r i n g .  T h i s  p a r c e l  b o r d e r s  t h e  
S u s i t n a  F l a t s  S t a t e  G a m e  R e f u g e  (SFSGR) a n d  c o n t a i n s  h i g h  v a l u e  
moose, b l a c k  bear, b r o w n  bear, and f u r b e a r e r  h a b i t a t .  A f t e r  
m i g r a t i n g  d o w n  fr o m  the L i t t l e  Mt. S u s i t n a - M t .  S u s i t n a  c o m p l e x ,  
m o o s e  u t i l i z e  the w h i t e  s p r u c e  c o v e r  a n d  t h e  r i p a r i a n  h a b i t a t s  
in l a t e  w i n t e r .  S o m e  c a l v i n g  o c c u r s  in l a t e  s p r i n g .  D u r i n g  the 
s u m m e r  t h e  t h r e e  s t r e a m s  r e c e i v e  m o d e r a t e  u s e  b y  s p o r t  
f i s h e r m e n .  It a p p e a r s  t h a t  tne m o s t  l i k e l y  r o a d  a c c e s s  t o  t h i s



u n i t  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  c r o s s i n g  t h e  S F S G R .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  
p r o b a b l y  n o t  s u p p o r t  s u c h  a p r o p o s a l  w i t h i n  t h e  R e f u g e .

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n : P u b l i c  R e c r e a t i o n ,  F i s h
W i l d l i f e  H a b i t a t

w i l l

a n d



B R IE F IN G  PA P E R  

SB 430: S U S IT N A  VALLEY REM OTE R E C R E A T IO N  AREA

S um m ary  The Susitna  V alley  R em ote  R ec rea t io n  A rea  (SV R R A ) proposed in  SB 430
con fl ic ts  w ith  des igna t ions  in  the  S usi tna  A rea  P lan  a n d  proposed legisla tive  
designations.

L and  T he  SV R R A  encom passes a p p ro x im ate ly  2.1 m illion  acres  (see map), nea rly  a'*
S ta tu s  s ta te  land. A p p ro x im a te ly  58 th o u san d  acres  a re  bo rough  land , a n d  seven

thousand  acres belong to the  un ivers ity .  Severa l th o u sa n d  p r iv a te  parce ls  are  
located  w ith in  the  boundary .1 T he  b ill  w ould  no t app ly  to borough, 
un ivers ity ,  or p r iv a te  lands

R ela tion  Roads. SB 430 p ro h ib i ts  p u b l ic ly - fu n d e d  roads connec ted  to the  m ain  road
to S u s i tn a  system. The plans  id e n t i fy  po ten t ia l  f u tu r e  rou tes  th a t  would  p rov ide  road
and  Willow access to t im ber  ha rves t  a reas, p r iv a te  a n d  bo rough  lands, m in ing  areas, and
P lans  rec rea t ion  sites an d  recom m ends road  access in  c e r ta in  areas, especially

betw een the S usi tna  and  Y en tn a  rivers. T h e  bill does not d e f in e  "road" nor 
c la r ify  w h e th e r  seasonal roads a re  in c lu d e d  in  the  p ro h ib i t io n .

T im ber. T he  S V R R A  proposal would  d e le te  fo re s t ry  as a p r im a ry  use w ith in  
its boundaries , a n d  p ro h ib i t  com m erc ial  fo res try .  T h is  would  rem ove the 
m ajo r i ty  of the  t im b er  w i th  com m erc ial  po ten t ia l  f ro m  the av a i lab le  pool. 
T im ber  ha rves t ing  fo r  h a b i ta t  e n h a n ce m en t  w ould  depend  on s ta te  fun d in g .  
SB 430 allows ha rv es t in g  fo r  personal use fo r  in d iv id u a ls  an d  com m ercial 
fac ili ties .  C u r re n t  D N R  policy  does n o t  a llow  use by com m ercial fac ili t ies  
under  the  d e f in i t io n  o f  personal use, s ince  the  wood suppo rts  a p ro f i t -m ak in g  
operation.

A griculture. A b o u t  h a lf  the  a g r ic u lu tu ra l  a reas  de s ig n a ted  in the  Susitna  and  
Willow plans, the  K a sh w itn a  K nobs a n d  F ish  C reek  pro jec ts  a re  in  the bill 
boundary . U n d e r  the  bill, roads to these a reas  w ou ld  have  to be p riva te ly  
funded .

Mining. SB 430 allows m in ing  u n d e r  leasehold  loca t ion  i f  app roved  in a 
m anagem ent p lan  a n d  p roh ib i ts  m inera l  loca tion  by claims. The plans  requires  
leasehold location  only  in  spec if ic  a reas  w i th  k now n  resource  conflicts , 
[w hat is c u rre n t  s ta tus  on leasehold s ta tew ide]

Land disposals. O ver  * a l f  the land  d isposal  pool in  the  Susitna an d  Willow 
Plans is w i th in  SB ''30. T he  bill does not p rec lu d e  land  sales, bu t a 
p roh ib i t ion  on public l ' - fu n d e d  roads cou ld  a f f e c t  m ark e ts  and  p ro p er ty  values. 
C urren t ly ,  roads w ith  pub lic  fu n d in g  such  as t im b er  roads  o f te n  p rov ide  access 
to p r iva te  lands.

Process. T he  bill makes ex tensive  changes  to the  des igna tions  in the area  
plans. The p lans  a re  the resu lt  o f  yea rs  o f  in te rag e n c y  w ork  and  over 40 
public  meetings. T he  f i r s t  f ive -year  rev iew  o f  the  p lans  will s ta r t  this year,

A p p r o x im a te ly  13,000 p r iv a te  parcels  a re  w i th in  the Susitna  R egional Forest Plan 
w hich  overlaps m uch of this area . It is not know n w h a t  po r tion  o f  the  parce ls  a re  w ith in  
the SV R R A , or how m any p r iv a te  parce ls  a re  in the  p a r t  o f  the  S V R R A  outside  the forest 
p lan  boundary . T he  to ta l am o u n t  of p r iv a te  o w nersh ip  p robab ly  to ta ls  50-100 thousand  
acres.



Re la tion  
to o the r 
leg is la tion

Fiscal
Impact

D ivision
A utho rity

The review  w ill consider changes to designations and leg isla tive 
recommendations. H ow ever, D N R  believes that a p roh ib ition  on roads and 
timber harvest in an area the size o f SB 430 would have to be a leg is la tive rather 
than adm in istra tive action .
Susitna State Forest. The b i ll w ould remove two-thirds o f  the acreage from  the 
state fo re st proposed by the Susitna A rea P lan , and over h a lf the area in HB 356 
(Susitna State Forest).
C he la tna Public Use A rea. The Chelatna Public Use A rea (SB 165) is en tire ly  
w ith in SB 430. The pub lic use area does not proh ib it roads and a llow s ncv. 
m ining claims.
Susitna-Yen tna Pub lic Use A rea . Th is designation was recommended by the 
Susitna Area Plan but leg is la tion  has not been introduced. It docs not p roh ib it 
roads; fo re s try  is a p rim a ry  use in part o f  the area.
T rum peter Swan nesting areas. Most o f  the areas recommended by the Susitna 
plan fo r  leg is la tive designation to protect trumpeter swan nesting habitat arc 
w ith in SB 430. These arcc.s do not sp ec ific a lly  proh ib it roads, but lim it activ ities 
that cou ld d istu rb nesting.
Susitna State Recreation R ivers. The Lake Creek, T a lachu litn a  R iv e r, Deshka 
R iv e r (p a rt), and A lexande r C reek co rrid o rs  arc w ithin the b ill boundary , but 
arc not a ffec ted  by SB 430.
The b i ll requires a management p lan fo r  the area. Detailed p lann ing fo r  an area 
this size would take 2-3 years w ith a s ta f f  o f one range 18 and one range 16 plus 
technica l, c le rica l, g raph ic , and G IS support. The b ill would prevent state 
investment in roads and tim ber sales.
The b i ll gives management au th o rity  to D N R  under T it le  41. It does no; specify 
whether o r not it has park  status nor which d ivision is the lead au tho rity . Since 
the leg is la tion includes m in ing , we assume this land would be managed as a 
public use area under the D iv is ion  o f  Land and Water Management
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Purposes

Area

Process

Pa rtic ip an ts

M ajor Issues

Current Step

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a tu ra l  R e s o u r c e s  
D iv is io n  o f  L a n d  a n d  W a t e r  M g m t .  
L a n d  a n d  R e s o u r c e s  S e c t i o n  
B o x  1 0 7 0 0 5 ,  A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 1 0  •  9 0 7 - 7 6 2 -2 6 6 0

Feb rua ry  12, 1990

Dete rm ine the areas ava ilab le  fo r  timber harvesting 
Set the ru les fo r  tim ber harvesting in the Susitna V a lle y  
Dete rm ine the vo lum e o f  timber ava ilab le  f o r  harvest
2 m illio n  acres to ta l area in the low lands o f  the Susitna basin and Tyonck area 
1 m illio n  acres o f  state land w ith designations a llow in g  tim ber harvest
400 ,000 acres o f  designated state fo re s t land w ith  ir ix c d  fo rests , cottonwood, o r 

closed white spruce fo rest
Issues id en tif ie d  w in te r 1988 
P lann ing  begun spring 1988 
Data co llec tion  summer, f a l l ,  w in ter 1988 
D eve lop  reg iona l gu idelines 1989
Deve lop  s ite -spec ific  guidelines w inter 1990 - C U R R E N T  ST E P  
Pub lic  rev iew  o f  d ra ft  proposal spring 1990 
F in a l p lan summer 1990
P lann ing  team

D N R  F o re stry , Land & Water, Parks, A g ricu ltu re
Dept, o f  F ish and Game
Dept, o f  T ranspo rta tion  & Pub lic  F ac ilitie s
Dept, o f  E nv ironm en ta l Conservation
M atanuska-Susitna Borough
K en a i Pen insu la Borough

Techn ica l adv iso rs -- US Forest Service, So il C onse rva tion  Service, US Fish & 
W ild life  Service

C itizen s ’ A dv iso ry  Committee -- representatives o f  80 in terest groups, loca l 
governments, corpora tions, and leg is la tive  o f f ic e s

G enera l pub lic  -- meetings on issues and d ra ft  p roposa ls , newsletters, b rie fings to 
in terest groups, phone ca lls and letters

Ru les fo r  tim ber harvesting
Fish and w ild li fe  hab itat and water qu a lity
R ec rea tion , tou rism , and scenery
Access deve lopm ent
C oo rd in a tion  w ith ad jacent landowners 
Pub lic  invo lvem en t
R eg iona l gu ide lines on hab itat, recreation , c u ltu ra l resources, access, and landowner 
issues arc d ra fte d . P lann ing team is deve lop ing gu ide lines fo r  site-spec ific  issues. 
D ra f t  p lan w ill be presented to the pub lic in spring 1990.

Alaska D epaam ent ol

N A T U R A L  
R E S O U R C E S
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5UMMARY OF T H E  5 U 5 I T N A  VALLEY REMOTE R E C R E A T IO N  A R E A  P R O P O S A L

P U R P O S E S  -  T h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h e  SVRRA i s  to  p e r p e t u a t e  an d  e n h a n c e  t h e  p r e s e n t  
c h a r a c t e r  an d  e x i s t i n g  u s e s  o f  a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  S u s i t n a  V a l le y .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  
SVRRA h a s  s ix  m a i n  p u r p o s e s :

1. P r o t e c t i o n  and  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  f i s h  an d  w i l d l i f e  p o p u l a t i o n s  an d  h a b i t a t ;
2. C o n t in u e d  p u b l i c  e n j o y m e n t  o f  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e ;
3. C o n t in u e d  r e m o t e  r e c r e a t i o n  w h i l e  p r o t e c t i n g  n a t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y  and  

s c e n i c  v a lu e s ;
4  C o n t in u e d  r e m o t e  c o m m e r c i a l  r e c r e a t i o n  in a  q u a l i t y  e n v i r o n m e n t ;
5. To p e r p e t u a t e  an d  e n h a n c e  th e  r e m o t e  c h a r a c t e r  upon  w h i c h  th e  

r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  l i f e s t y l e s  d e p e n d ;  a n d
6. To a l l o w  a d d i t i o n a l  p u b l i c  u s e s  in  a  m a n n e r  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  a b o v e  

p u r p o s e s .

ALLOW ED A C T I V I T I E S  -  A d d r e s s e s  o n ly  a c t i v i t i e s  on s t a t e  la n d s .  E x c e p t  a s  
n o te d  in  t h e  n e x t  s e c t i o n ,  a l l  e x i s t i n g  u s e s  w o u ld  be  a l l o w e d ,  in c lu d in g :

1. P e r s o n a l - u s e  t i m b e r  s a l e s  f o r  i n d iv i d u a l s  a n d  c o m m e r c i a l  f a c i l i t i e s .
2. A d e q u a te  an d  f e a s i b l e  a c c e s s  to  p r i v a t e  land , e x i s t i n g  m in in g  c l a i m s ,  

b o ro u g h  lan d ,  a n d  o t h e r  v a l i d  o c c u p a n c ie s .
3. Loca l r o a d s  n o t  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  e x i s t i n g  i n t e r s t a t e  h i g h w a y  s y s t e m .  
4  T r a i l s .
5. C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  c o m m e r c i a l  r e c r e a t i o n  an d  t o u r i s m  f a c i l i t i e s .
6. Land d i s p o s a l s .
7. M in e ra l  l e a s in g .

T he  l e g i s l a t i o n  a s s u r e s  t h a t  t r a d i t i o n a l  a c c e s s ,  b o th  m o t o r i z e d  a n d  n o n m o to r iz e d ,  
s u c h  a s  by  b o a t ,  p l a n e ,  ATV, s n o w m a c h i n e ,  d o g s le d ,  s n o w s h o e s ,  s k i s ,  e tc . ,  w i l l  
c o n t in u e .

IN C O M PA T IB L E  A C T I V I T I E S  -  t h e  f o l l o w in g  a c t i v i t i e s  w o u ld  n o t  be  a l lo w e d :
1. C o m m e r c ia l  lo g g in g  on s t a t e  land. ( E x i s t in g  c o m m e r c i a l  f i r e w o o d  s a l e  

a r e a s  a r e  a l l  o u t s i d e  th e  SVRRA b o u n d a r i e s  and  w o u ld  n o t  be  im p a c te d . )
2. P u b l i c ly  f i n a n c e d  o r  m a i n t a i n e d  r o a d s  c o n n e c t e d  t o  t h e  h i g h w a y  s y s t e m .
3. M in ing  c l a i m s .  (V a l id  e x i s t i n g  r i g h t s  w o u ld  c o n t in u e . )

MANAGMENT -  T he  SVRRA w i l l  be  m a n a g e d  by DNR, th r o u g h  a m a n a g e m e n t  p lan ,  
r e q u i r in g  p u b l ic  r e v i e w  a n d  c o m m e n t .  ADF&G h a s  m a n a g e m e n t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  

f i s h  an d  w i l d l i f e  r e s o u r c e s .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  DNR m a y  d e t e r m i n e  t h a t  a u s e  i s  
i n c o m p a t i b l e  o r  n e e d s  to  be m o d i f i e d ,  b u t  o n ly  a f t e r  p u b l i c  r e v i e w  a n d  c o m m e n t .
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S U S I T N A  V A L L E Y  A S S O C I A T I O N

ECONOMIC SUMMARY OF EXISTING BUSINESSES 
Which will be Impacted by Susitna Valley Logging

AIR CHARTER SERVICES which service the Valley
Combined gross income for 1987 (10 of 38) $4 ,000 ,000
Combined value of businesses (10 of 38) $1 1 ,400 ,000

REMOTE LODGES in the Valley
Combined gross income in 1987 (23 of 52) $3 ,340 ,000

AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE SHOPS
Combined value of businesses (2 of 15 at Lake Hood) $1 ,500 ,000

COMMERCIAL FISHERIES (from Susitna Drainage harvest)
Estimated ex-vessel value in '86: $10,664,716
Total sales generated in Alaska due to this harvest $17 ,703 ,428
(Does not include value of processing of fish.)

SPORTFISHERIES
Value to Southcentral Alaska of sportfishing on

Susitna Valley streams in 1986 $10 ,420 ,000

ANCHORAGE HOTEL/MOTEL ROOMS
Value of Susitna related hunting and fishing to the

Anchorage Hotel/Motel business $5 ,104 ,080
Value to Anchorage of impacted Hotel/Motel wages $1 ,660 ,500

EMPLOYMENT SUMMARY OF EXISTING BUSINESSES
AIR CHARTER SERVICES (10 of 38)

39 Full time + 106 Part time =145 total employees
Full time equivalent 75

REMOTE LODGES (23 of 52)
Total employees: 125
Estimated 46 Full time and 79 Part time

Full time equivalent 73
AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE SHOPS (2 of 15 at Lake Hood)

18 Full time + 8 part time = 26 total employees
Full time equivalent 21

HOTEL/MOTELS
Number of employees to service related rooms

Full time positions 90

Total employees: 38 6
Total full-time equivalent employees: 259

PRIVATE PROPERTIES

Number of privately owned parcels within the area being 
considered for timber harvesting 1 3 , 6 8 5
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a t  f o r k  in r o a d
Anchorage Daily News Sunday, J a n u a r y  28, 1990

By CHARLES WOHLFORTH
Daily News reporter
P -ALMER — On th e ' lo n e ly  - 

P a lm e r H ay  f la t s ,  where 
frig id  wind from  the Kn ik  

Glacier builds dunes o f snow, a 
line o f cars two hours long passes .. 
in the dark every m orning and 
every night lik e  an endless desert- 
caravan. : • ■ "

But instead . o f bearing Persian 
rugs o r O rienta l spices, this cara­
van brings a fa r  m ore, valuab le 
commodity to the Matanuska V a l­
ley: people who make money in 
Anchorage and spend it here.

Commuters p rov id e  h a lf  the 
wealth keeping the stagnant Mata­
nuska-Susitna Borough economy 
alive,, and it appears lik e ly  that 
most o f the V a lle y ’s grow th w ill 
come' from  commuter paychecks, 
too. They contribute m ore than 10 
times the money produced by agri­
culture, mining, logging, tourism 
and a ll other V a lley  basic indus­
tries combined.

That analysis came last year 
from  Scott Goldsm ith and Eric 
Larson o f the U n ive rs ity  o f A laska 
Institute o f Social and Economic 
Research. Even the state's perma­
nent fund dividend program  brings 
in twice the wealth o f the V a lle y ’s 
basic industries, and so do govern­
ment social service programs, ac­
cording to the ir report fo r  the state 
Department o f T ransportation .

The Valley's main function is to 
-provide bedrooms. According to a 
recent survey, people who work 
elsewhere want the ir bedrooms in 
the Va lley because o f the iso la ted ,; 
ru ra l lifesty le .

But despite evidence that keep-^ 
ing those bedrooms fu l l  o f com­
muters w ill determ ine the area’s 
future economic health , a cadre o f 
borough leaders would ra the r the 
people who sleep in them didn’t 
commute. They want a return to 
the fron tie r V a lle y  and its econo­
my o f rough-handed work  like 
logging, mining and farm ing, its 1 
fast growth, and its wide-open 
development.

They don’t th ink that approach 
puts the current commuter econo­
my at risk.

I W h a t - W i l l  R o w e r  t h e  M a t - - S u  E c o n o m y .

M a t-S u  I n c o m e  1 9 8 8From outside sources M a t-S u  I n c o m e  2 0 1 5From outside source.*
(Middle c a s t  scanana)

P trm in tn t
Fund

Dlvldinds
8.6% Local F td a ra l 

Prtval* Govt. 
Basic 0.7% 
3.9%

Prfvata S tan  Ftdiral . '
*** to *  G^.

3.2% 0 J % ..  . •. V  I /

Pvrcant of tout ou ltk fo  Incom e 
from eecfi source

Sources: I.S.E.R.. AJm k i Oept. of Transportation, Mat-Su Boroogn 'Ancnorace Daily News/Don Tulloua

I f  they are wrong, the stakes o f 
the gamble are high. Paychecks o f 
Anchorage and the N orth S lope 
commuters produce 45 percent o f 

•the V a lley ’s income. The local in ­
dustries produce less than 4 per­
cent o f its income.

. Goldsm ith and Larson predicted 
that commuters w ill become even 
more important i f  the V a lley  is to 
grow. Even though they assumed a 
huge ski resort at Hatcher Pass 
and a coal mine at Sutton both 
w ill be built soon, by the year 2015 
they expect commuters to bring in 
.60 percent o f the income, compared 
to 5 percent fo r  basic industry.

But the economists ,.said com­
muter income is not a sure thing. It' 
depends on commuters-wanting to 
live  in the Valley . And a growing 
number o f residents s a y  the w ay 
fo r  the Va lley  economy to succeed.

logging. The survey showed that 79 
percent want logging to stay small, 
as it is now. Six percent supported 
the borough’s goal o f attracting 
large, outside timber developers.

Despite that kind o f public sen­
timent, the borough government's 

• economic program is devoted en- 
1 tire ly  to increasing resource and 
industria l development. The bor­
ough wants to rid itse lf o f depen­
dence 'on comm uters and has 
pushed hard fo r large-scale timber 
development. Borough assembly 
members say they want commuters to stop commuting and w ork in the 
V a lley  in a se'f-sufficient economy.

Politicians say commuters -im­
port po litica l apathy, lack commu­
nity sp irit, and spend too litt le  
time w ith their fam ilies. Their 
children need expensive schooling, 
■but the ir places o f w ork  can’ t beis to plan its future so the qua lity  I Dm *neir P iace.s ™ can s oe

o f liv ing there that attracts com- 1 taxed to W  fo r lt  because,they 
muters is protected.

Fo r instance, when debate tu rn­
ed to a m ajor timber operation in 
the Valley, the borough commis­
sioned a public opinion survey to 
find out how residents feel about

are in Anchorage.
S t i ll, commuters are a dominant 

econom ic force, and there is 
mounting evidence that most don't 
support wide open, frontier-sty le 
development.



'^■Talkeetna, Chase, C hickaloon  
and the central core have  begun 
efforts to-manage the ir  own devel­
opment, saying the  best w ay  to 
boost the, borough economy is to 

keep the Valley a pleasant 
place to live. They criticize 
the borough’s a ttem pts  to 
lau n c h  b ig  d e v e lo p m e n t  
projects at the expense of 
stable, basic government.

E n v iro n m e n ta l is t s  have  
organized and gained clout. 
One group plans to fill an 
e m p ty  W asil la  s to r e f r o n t . ,  
w ith  an office of th e  A laska  i 
Center for the Environm ent, i 
“ in the belly of the  beast ,” j 
as one of them  joked. J 

The group claims to repre- i 
sent a silent m ajority .

Some day a m illion  people 
will live in the  hea rt  of the 
borough, b e tw e en  P a lm e r  
and Wasilla, if th e  f u tu r e ' 
unfolds the w ay  Bob Vro­
m an  p red ic ts .  When th a t  
happens, to d ay ’s s tr ip  devel­
opment along the  highways 
w o n ’t b o th e r  • a n y o n e ,  he 
said, because s im ila r  devel­
opm ent will fill in the  a re a s '  
between. ;; ■

Vrom an was a develop­
m ent activist in  the  old days 
of borough politics, when , 
bad roads prevented  com­
muting. Today he is p a r t  of ; 
a group w orking  to p lan  .the : 
fu tu re  of the  c o re -a re a . :

He remembers form ation  
of the borough in  1964. The 
economic problem s have not 
changed. The S u t to n  coal 

I mine had closed. The Mata- 
I nuska  Maid ..creamery had 
moved to 'Anchorage. Low er' 
shipping costs from  Outside 
were m aking Valley agricul-. 
tu re  less v competitive. . The 
area seemed .to be losing its 
economic reason to'exist.■'T. 
" -V rom an  " w a s  " b o ro u g h  

chairman. -'.He set-.to  w ork  
d ra f t in g  "a com prehens ive  
p lan  '.to . 'attract - industry  to .J 
the Valley. It took years to 
w ri te  and was f ina lly  pub­
lished in 1970.
. The borough sent copies; 
o f . t h e  plan all over t h e '  
country, and received inqui- ■ 
ries about t im ber  and indus-’j 
t r ia l  development, Vroman i 
sa id . A d a iry  p ro jec t  on 
Point MacKenzie was pro­
posed and a Texas m illion­
aire leased borough land to 
build an enclosed, futuristic  
city on the point.

But at the  same time Vro- * 
man was working on a n o th ­
er project that u ltim ately  
changed the Valley far more. 
He was a construction engi- ; 
neer, and he helped lay  the 
deep gravel foundations of 
the  h ig h w a y  across t h e  
swam py flats, which m akes  
A ncho rage  less th a n  an  
hour's drive from P a lm er  
and Wasilla.

O il w as d iscovered  a t  
Prudhoe Bay, and as the  
s t a t e ’s p o p u la t io n  g re w ,  
com m uting  w orkers  f ro m  
Anchorage and the N orth  
Slope helped super-heat the  
Valley's economy. The popu­
lation of the  borough in ­
creased from 7,400 in 1970 to 
44,280 in  1987.

Most of the  new residents 
were commuters and people 
working for_businesses th a t  ! 
survived on commuter dol- 1 
lars.

In the ir  study, Goldsmith , 
and Larson asked why peo­
ple w ith  jobs in Anchorage 
were willing to drive 40 m i­
les each w ay to work. The i 
survey found the m ain at- ; 
tractions were low housing 
costs, large lots and clean 
air.

A n ch o rag e  and M at-Su  
residents were asked how  
much cheaper a house has to 
be in  the  Valley to m ake the  . 
com m ute  w orthw hile . A n - j  
swers settled around 40 per- ] 
cent' — a comparable house ■ 
would have to cost 40 per- , 
cent less in the Valley for 
most people to choose to j 
c o m m u te .-T h e  s tu d y  sa id !  
Valley housing is now about ■ 
50 percent cheaper. .
*: But the  government has 
. to provide 'good roads and  
protect the  lifestyle th a t  at-’' 
.tracts commuters if  it  w an ts  
to keep them, the economists 

.said. - ■
; \  " I 'v e  ta lked  to a bunch of 
people, and they all w an t  

' t h a t  ~  they want to protect' 
t h e i r  l i fe s ty le ,” said  Bob 
Gilfilian, who owns an engi­
neering firm  and serves w i th '  
Vroman on the Core A rea 
Comprehensive Plan A dviso- , 
ry .Committee. "Most of the  
people here want their  ru ­
ral-urban thing. They’re on 
th e i r  one acre, bu t  th e y  
don’t w ant their  neighbor to 
put in a cow bam ."

Gilfilian said the borough 
could help the economy by

aiding residents who, like 
him, w ant planning to pro­
tect the ir  piece of suburbia.

“ People like myself — en­
trepreneurs — are looking at 
what can be done w ith  w hat 
we’ve got here," Gilfilian 
said. " I  don't see any help 
coming from the local gov-' 
e rn m e n t  o r  t h e  s ta t e .  
They’re not creating w o r k . 
out there. . ...... , j

• -" I  th ink  the borough gov-i 
e rn m en t  has i ts  p lace  t o 1 
m ake sure the community 
w i l l . .be s ta b le .  : I!m  n o t  
ta lk ing ' about creating jobs, 
but ju s t  m aking ’i t  possible 
for business to ex is t .”

In s tead , he and  o thers  
said, the  borough pursues 
big deve lopm en t p ro jec ts ,  I 
which might be good, but 
leave the basic business o f - 
governm en t undone. E ven ' 
Vroman, who is as pro-de­
ve lopm en t as th ey  c o m e , . 
criticizes the borough assem­
bly for chasing rainbows.

“ Over the last 10 years, 
the borough has shotgunned 
everything,” Vroman s a id . : 
" T h e y ’ve t r ie d  to be a ll  
things to everybody.. Every­
one who comes in, they get 
on w i t h  th em , a n d  th e n  
someone else comes in, and 
bang, they ’re off w ith  them. 
They go from one thing to 
the other, and leave all these 
things lying here like  unpop­
ped popcorn. And i t ’s left 
everyone in the community 
divided.”

□
Vroman himself was part  

of the borough's biggest 180- !
_degree_ shift. In 1984, the .
borough drafted a compre- i 
hensive plan th a t  residents ■ 

.in terpre ted  as ; a  .move to ; 
b e g in  z o n i n g /  V ro m a n  
h e lp e d  . lead  a  successfu l  
fight against the  idea. Zon­
ing opponents voted in  a . 
p ro -deve lopm en t a ssem bly  
and th rew  Borough Manager ■ 
Gary Thurlow out of office. 
The planning departm ent be­
came the development ser­
v ices  d e p a r tm e n t ,  th e n  
changed back to p lanning in 
1988. .
. B u t  the  b o ro u g h ’s new ; 
bmphasis on industria l  and ’ 
resource development hasn’t • 
led to much actual develop­
ment.

The assembly built  a road 
— at a cost of nearly  SI 
million — to the w a te r  at 
Point MacKenzie in hopes of



putting a port there to ex­
port t im ber  and o ther re­
sources. I t  formed a port 
commission and asked vot­
ers to approve $25 million in 
bonds to build  the  port.

V oters  n a r ro w ly  tu rn e d  
down the  measure, and a 
s tudy la te r  showed the port 
would be speculative and 
unlikely  to b reak  even. But 
the borough is s till  pushing . 
it. .< ; - iJ

... -In 1987, the  s ta te  proposed 
a massive t im ber  sale in the ; 
Susitna Valley. Borough of-; 
f ic ia ls  h a v e  :• s u p p o r t e d  ; 
large-scale logging on bo r- '  
ough land.

But an  alliance of cabin 
owners, guides and ru ra l  res­
idents rose up and blocked 
the s ta te ’s t imber. Studies 
by the s ta te  and borough 
since then  have shown tha t  a ’ 
large-scale t im ber industry  ■ 
in the Valley p robably  isn’t ' 
possible because the land 
a v a i lab le  d o e s n ’t  p roduce  
enough wood. i

Trees in the  Valley take  ; 
50 to 100 years  to grow large , 
enough to  cut. Some poten­
t ia l  t im b e r  has  been re ­
served for wilderness or i s .  
in p r iva te  hands, _and much 
of w hat is left I s  swamp. . ;

Ted Sm ith, a contrarian 
assembly m em ber from Wil- 
lo w 'and  form er sta te  fo res t-1 
er, sa id  the Valley could 
support only a small t im ber . 
industry. .

V arious s tu d ie s  on the 
Valley's trees have produced 
widely vary ing  estimates of 
how much lum ber they  could 
produce. But using optimis­
tic s tandards  of how much 
‘wood grows on each acre,-; 
and assum ing it takes 80 
years fo r  cut trees tp  grow 
back, the  450,000 >- acres of.  
s tate  and  borough land that  j 
studies show m ight be avail- • 
able could produce no more.,; 
than 18 m illion  board fee t 'a  j 
year. By comparison, a new . 
sawmill being built  in Sew- , 
a rd  will be able to handle 80 t 
m illion board  feet a year. •' 

'O th e r  basic industries al- 
so show l i t t le  chance of a 
boom. ’".77.V V.'.V

Small vegetable farmers 
are m aking  a living selling 
produce to Anchorage gro­
cery stores, bu t the dairy 
industry, unable  to produce 
milk for a competitive price,

-is in shambles. Only two 
dairy  farmers are  still in 
business except on the state- 
subsidized Point MacKenzie ' 
P ro jec t .  A lm ost  a l l  th e  ; 
farms on the project have 
collapsed or are being run  i 
by  the s ta te .......

A huge ski resort planned 
by a Japanese company, for 
s tate  land in H a tc h e r 'P a s s  

. appears unlikely to happen 
soon. The company .never . 
did as much w ork  on the I 

'•idea as borough and s t a t e - 
' officials. The company asked 
for an additional y ea r  before 
i t  has to do anything more 
because a study showed J a p ­
anese skiers are not in terest­
ed in coming to Alaska.

There is still hope th a t  a 
coal mine will reopen in 
Sutton, bu t borough officials 
say it m ay not be economi­
cally  p rac tica l  un less  the  
borough and s ta te  govern­
ments buy a tra in  to move 
the coal to the port in Sew­
ard.

The b o ro u g h 's  O v e ra l l  ! 
Economic Development Pro- : 
gram, which the assembly 
approved earlier this month, 
is aimed almost entirely  a t  
developing five "m ajo r  eco­
nomic sectors," which it de- i 
f ines as fo res try , agricu l-  j 
tu re ,  coal and  . h a r d r o c k  ; 
mining, m arine port devel- I 
opments, and tourism.’ *'• *

The federa lly  m a n d a te d  ; 
plan was written  by  the bor­
ough staff. It represents the  
v iew s of the  a s se m b ly ,  
which passed it w ith  w ords • 
of praise,, rather, than  the  ‘ 
broad-based, c i t izen ’s com- ■* 
m it te e ... that  / h a d b e e n  * re­
quired  by the federal gov­
ernment. . Although .the' p l a n ' 
id e n t i f ie s  the  c o m m it te e  
members as co-authors, 'one  
member said he had never 
seen i t .and  another is listed 
only by  her. last name.

7 Borough economic devel­
opment specialist Dan S la b y 1 
admitted that he ran  short : 
of t im e 'to  prepare the p l a n 1 
and did .most of the w ork  
himself.' ..•( / ,  .V  ’

-r Slaby said ; there  !is no 
[conflict between resource de­
velopment and lifestyle is-’ 
sues such as outdoor recre­
ation and open space. He 
said opposition to logging is 
instead based on a m istaken 
concept of m an’s relation to 
nature.

" I  th in k  this goes back to 
fairy  ta le  mythology," Slaby 
said. " I  th ink  it goes back to I 
the Garden of Eden, and > 
people th inking tha t  nature  
is in some way p u r e . and ’ 
perfect and man's involve- ; 
m ent will just destroy it. ..- . | 
N ature  is a constant struggle ' 
against death, a struggle to | 
live, and only m an has been i
able to overcome th a t ."  'j

~
Most of the  assembly was : 

elected a f te r  the e c onom y; 
went bad, and economic de­
velopment was the constant 
theme of election campaigns. 
.Although most Valley resi­
dents have not lived here 
long enough to rem em ber a 
tim e when the area had its 
ow n se lf-sus ta in ing  econo­
my, those who voted in­
s ta l le d  a p ro-deve lopm ent 
assembly th a t  wants the lo­
cal jobs of the past to come 
back.

"This is the f irst time 
anyone in our family has 
had to  leave the s ta te  to 
m ake  a living," Assembly­
wom an Eleanor Malapanes 
said. "A nd th a t ’s in genera­
tions."

Borough Mayor Dorothy ■ 
Jones said resource develop­
ment will help commuters, 
too, by  providing jobs in  the 
Valley so they  donit.have to 
commute. She and assembly 
members say development 
doesn’t  have to conflict w ith  
the ru ra l  pleasures of living 
in the Valley. .

But groups like the new 
Center for the Environment 
and Susitna  Valley-Associa­
tion don’t agree.' i  :

There is a growing num- j 
h e r e o f  ‘ conservationists‘• in ! 
the  ..Valley,".said Mike Bron- I 
son,' a  commuter and one of 
the new  center’s board mem- 

' bers. ."It’s the amenities tha t  j 
a ttrac t  people to the-Valley ■
— besides the cheap housing
— like the natura l surround­
ings.".-. -\S -7 -:' -i-- A iu...;

The people running the 
borough don 't agree, he said, 
because , they  belong to1 a 
small group that stands; to 
profit from resource-devel­
opment. *  f. . ■"

" I  th ink  that  is a very 
im portan t element of our lo­
cal politics," Bronson said, 
" tha t  the people who are the 
most likely to derive direct



benefit from  rea l estate spec­
u lation are also the most 
lik e ly  to sit on the boards 
and commissions that w ill 
make decisions on tha t.”

"  Three o f the seven mem­
bers o f the borough assem-

- b ly  ho ld rea l estate licenses, 
and a fou rth  has large land

'/holdings. ' . .t 
"'•'■'Malapanes owns Double 
‘/E ag le  R ea l Estate Tnvest-
- ments. She said rea l estate 
’ ’ 'dea lers b rin g  im po rtan t 
.‘  s k ills  to the assembly,'p lan- 
Thing 'commission and plat- 
vting board. But she agreed 
••,that .th e ir  in te re sts , d i f fe r  
/ from  Bronson's. : •

" I t  ' re a lly  scares m e ' to 
, r have this be a bedroom com- 
tJm un ity ,” ' M alapanes said. 

"That , was a reason why I 
• ran fo r  the assembly, be­
cause I  was hearing people 

' saying a ll we have to be is a 
' bedroom community fo r  An­
chorage.”

Commuters have children 
who need to be educated, 
but the ir places o f w ork 
can’t be taxed to pay fo r  it,

' she said. "  . ’ '
••.“ I t  means that the local 

taxp aye r — the p rop e rty , 
•'owner — is'going to have to 
;p ick  up more and more o f
- the burden o f educating chil-

.□
-'••' But what do the people o f  1 
•the Matanuska-Susitna B o r-! 
ough rea lly  want? •• • j
> ' In  the last election; which | 
included the hot port issue, 

'-'only 29 percent o f registered 
'voters voted. That amounted 
to -5,443- ballp ts, o r-one  fo r 

-“every nine 'residents! '•£ T
’ s:C om m u n ity  leaders W ”ev-;
ery side o f the issues say it 

; is -d iff ic u lt  --.to ; get./anyone 
"‘ involved. Neighborhoods are 
"d iffuse and p op u la ted ’ by 

vcommuters too tired to go to i 
.''meetings a fte r .coming ’ home-1 
./•from Anchorage.'-’r ^ ; ’ J • * 'b rt/'Y ou -can'1 almost isolate*, 

you rse lf here ,”  said R ichard ; 
;DeBusman,' • a' high school 1 
teacher and one o f the orga-1 
nizers o f the new Center fo r 
the E n v iro nm en t' o ffic e .

.0i“ There’s n o t a  -;Iot: o f cohe- 
<rsiveness .in the community.'
’ There is the old guard who 
sticks together, but the rest 

• o f the - newcomers are not 
' cohesive. I t ’s a real problem .

because a sm a ll group o f 
people can get a lo t o f power 
easily .” - ■ -

He and otner environmen­
talists say the apathy has 
hurt them rather than the ir 
foes. They' say those - who J 
stand to make money from  
deve lopm ent have ta k en  
ro les in the governm ent, 
while those who want p lan ­
ning and protection o f the ir 
lifesty le  say nothing '. un til | 
they are d irectly threatened. I 

• —' The ̂ state ’s t im b e r ' sa le  
proposal gave b irth  to 'the 
anti-logging Susitna :'V a lley  1 
'Association/ which DeBus- 1 
man said s t i ll has 600 mem­
bers in the Vailey . - - -  ,
... “ People come out and buy 
a house and find  out . i t ’s . 
next to a g ravel pit, ;and 
then they cry out fo r  p lan ­
n ing ,”  ..Smith sa id .: “ And 
when you get enough people 
who do that, you get p lan ­
ning. I  th ink we’re getting to 
that poin t.”

Wasilla M ayor John Stein 
said 'W asilla doesn't - want 
sm okestack : in du stry  ana 
pre fe rs;  tourism  to 'logging. 
But the city council recently 
voted to o ffe r tax  incentives 
to new industries that come to town.;- ’• ■'%;£?•>
: Stein ,' V roman, ' G ilfi lia n  

.and others 'said developers 
-need planning ,-too,'because I they-now  are a fra id  to pet I 
fo r fear o f unpredictable're- j 
actions from  the ir potential 
neighbors. •• . j .  •

-.JTx •-• .• • • • A ***£
" “ As :'it is now, ."develop­
ment is_ a fra id  to, ..come _• in 
because” they ...don’ t know  
what the ru le s ’ a re ," . Stein
. / ' ‘Even ^the/borough's p ro -'' 
development .'economic ..plan 
-points to the need fo r  a‘more 
cohesive community .'^One/of 
its goa ls ’.is  /to ,‘"“ Encourage 
the fo rm ation /o f 'a Borough 
id en tity  - th rou gh rc la rific a - 
tion o f community . values, 
prioritize comm unity , devel: 
opment g o a ls /an d  creation" 
o f a community: image inte­
grated with a Borough iden­
t i t y . ” ..:: :
' 4;S laby  translated.".‘ -‘E ve ry ­
one’s kind o f  lived  the ir own 
life  and had the leeway to 
hold their own views w ith­
out having to w orry  about 
the affect on anyone else ,”  
he said. "We need to pu ll the 
community together.”



W HAT IS THE SUS ITNA  VA LLEY  ASSOC IAT ION ?

T h e  S u s i t n a  V a lley  A s s o c ia t io n  fo rm e d  in J a n u a r y  198 8 ,  in o p p o s i t io n  to  la rg e  s t a t e  
t im b e r  s a l e s  th a t  w e r e  b e in g  p r o p o s e d  in t h e  c o re  of t h e  S u s i tn a  Valley. T h e  
a s s o c i a t i o n  fo rm e d  prim arily  fo r  t h r e e  p u r p o s e s :

- first, to  s e r v e  a s  a  c o n ta c t  for t h e  s t a t e  a n d  M a t-S u  B o ro u g h  on  t im b e r  
h a r v e s t in g  p l a n s  for t h e  S u s i tn a  Valley,

- s e c o n d ,  to  s e r v e  a s  s p o k e s p e r s o n  on  th is  i s s u e  w h e n  n e c e s s a r y  a n d  
a p p r o p r i a t e ,  a n d

- th ird ,  to  s e r v e  a s  a  c l e a r in g h o u s e  for d i s p e r s a l  of t im b e r - re la te d  in fo rm ation  
to  i n t e r e s t e d  ind iv idua ls  a n d  g r o u p s .

T h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  g ro w n  into a  coalition  of o v e r  4 3 0 0  ind iv iduals ,  n u m e r o u s  
b u s i n e s s e s ,  a n d  6 9  o rg a n iz a t io n s .  S o m e  of t h o s e  o r g a n iz a t io n s  a re ,  in tu rn ,  
c o a li t io n s .  T h e r e  a r e  ac tiv e  c h a p t e r s  in W asil la ,  T a lk e e tn a ,  a n d  A n c h o r a g e .  O v e r  
7 0 0  S V A  p e o p le  a r e  v a lley  r e s id e n ts ,  a n d  2 7  p e r c e n t  of t h e  coa li t ion  o r g a n iz a t io n s  
a r e  M a t - S u  g r o u p s .

T h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  is  b r o a d - b a s e d ,  r e p r e s e n t in g  a  w ide  d iv e rs i ty  of in te r e s t s .  In 
add it ion  to  p e o p le  w h o  ow n  p ro p e r ty  in t h e  S u s i tn a  V alley , t h e r e  a r e  p e o p le  with 
b u s i n e s s  i n te r e s t s  s u c h  a s  c o m m e rc ia l  f is h e rm e n ,  g u id e s  a n d  outfitters , r iver  c h a r t e r  
s e r v i c e s ,  lo d g e  o w n e r s ,  a ir  tax i  o p e r a to r s ,  p e o p le  in th e  to u r is m  industry , a n d  
b u s i n e s s  p e o p le  w h o  s u p p o r t  t h o s e  b u s i n e s s e s .  T h e r e  a r e  p e o p le  with r e c r e a t io n  
in te r e s t s  s u c h  a s  p ilo ts , b o a te r s ,  h u n te r s ,  f is h e rm e n ,  s k ie r s ,  s i g h t s e e r s ,  b ikers ,  
m u s h e r s ,  s n o w m a c h i n e r s ,  a n d  p h o to g r a p h e r s .  T h e r e  a r e  e n v i ro n m e n ta l i s t s  a n d  
c o n s e r v a t io n is t s ;  p e o p le  with h e a l th  in te re s t s ,  a n d  pub lic  l a n d  policy i n te r e s t s .  A n d  
s im p ly  p e o p l e  w h o  th ink  l a r g e - s c a le  logg ing  in proxim ity  to  S o u th c e n t r a l  A la s k a 's  
l a rg e s t  p o p u la t io n  c e n t e r s  will c r e a t e  u n a c c e p t a b l e  n e g a t iv e  im p a c ts .  T h e  i n te r e s t s  
a n d  c o n c e r n s  a r e  a s  v a r i e d  a s  t h e  ind iv iduals  invo lved . C learly , o p p o s i t io n  to  
p r o p o s e d  t im b e r  h a rv e s t in g  in t h e  S u s i tn a  V alley  is a  f a r - re a c h in g  i s s u e  of d e e p  
pub lic  c o n c e r n  t h a t  in v o lv es  t h e  e n t i r e  c o m m u n ity .

D a te d :  J a n u a r y  1 9 9 0

Susitna Valley Association 9600 Slalom Drive Anchorage, AK 99516 346-1943



S us itn a  V a lle y  A s s o c ia tio n
9 6 0 0  S la lo m  Drive 

A n c h o r a g e ,  A la s k a  9 9 5 1 6  
3 4 6 - 1 9 4 3

L IST OF ORGAN IZAT IONS

T h e  S u s i tn a  V a l le y  A s s o c ia t io n  c o m m u n ic a t e s  with its  a p p ro x im a te ly  4 3 0 0  individual 
m e m b e r s  t h ro u g h  a  n e w s le t t e r  m ailou t  a n d  th ro u g h  p e r io d ic  U p d a te s  to  68  
o rg a n iz a t io n s .  T h e s e  o r g a n iz a t io n s  h a v e  all e x p r e s s e d  a  d e s i r e  to  h a v e  in form ation  
c o n c e r n in g  th e  s t a t u s  of th e  D e p a r tm e n t  of N atu ra l  R e s o u r c e s '  S u s i tn a  R e g io n a l  
F o r e s t  P la n  p la n n in g  p r o c e s s .  M any  of t h e s e  o rg a n iz a t io n s ,  in tu rn ,  in c o rp o ra te  
in fo rm ation  f rom  t h e  SV A U p d a t e s  into th e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  n e w s le t te r s .  Follow ing is a  list 
of t h e  c u r r e n t  m e m b e r  o rg a n iz a t io n s :

AKPIRG
A la s k a  Air C a r r i e r s  A s s o c ia t io n
A la s k a  A i rm e n s  A s s o c ia t io n
A la s k a  B o a t in g  A s s o c ia t io n
A la s k a  C e n t e r  fo r  th e  E n v iro n m e n t
A la s k a  E n v i ro n m e n ta l  L o b b y
A la s k a  F ly f ish e rs  A sso c ia t io n
A la s k a  H ote l  a n d  Motel A s s o c ia t io n
A la s k a  O u td o o r  C ouncil
A la s k a  P r o fe s s io n a l  S p o r t s m e n s  A s s o c ia t io n
A la s k a  P r o fe s s io n a l  H u n te r s  A s s o c ia t io n
A la s k a  P r o fe s s io n a l  S p o r t  F ish ing  A s s o c ia t io n
A la s k a  S p o r tf ish in g  A s s o c ia t io n
A la s k a  S u rv iv a l
A la s k a  V isito rs  A s s o c ia t io n
A la s k a  Wildlife A lliance
A l e x a n d e r  P ro p e r ty  O w n e r s
A m e r ic a n  L ung  A s s o c ia t io n
A n c h o r a g e  A u d u b o n
A n c h o r a g e  C o n v e n t io n  a n d  V isitors  B u re a u
A n c h o r a g e  R e c y c lin g  C e n t e r
A n c h o r a g e  W a te r w a y s  C ounc il
A rctic  B icycle  C lu b  - M oun ta in  B ikers
C h a s e  C o m m u n i ty  C ouncil ,  #1
C h a s e  C o m m u n i ty  C ouncil ,  # 2
C le a n  Air C oa lit ion
C o o k  Inlet A q u a c u l tu re  A s s o c ia t io n
C o o k  Inlet F i s h e r i e s  C oalit ion
C o o k  Inlet P r o fe s s io n a l  S p o r t  F ish ing  A s s o c ia t io n
D ena li  C i t iz e n s  C ounc il
F la th o rn  P r o p e r ty  O w n e r s  A s s o c ia t io n
F o u n d a t io n  for North A m e r ic a n  Wild S h e e p ,  A la s k a  C h a p te r



S u s i tn a  V a lley  A s s o c ia t io n  O r g a n iz a t io n s  
P a g e  2

F r ie n d s  of th e  E ar th
G o o d p a s t e r  R iv e r  P ro p e r ty  H o ld e r s  A s s n .  
Id itab ike  O rg a n iz in g  C o m m it te e  
Id ita rod  N a t io n a l  H is toric  Trail A dv iso ry  C ounc il  
Id ita rod  Trail B la z e r s ,  Knik C h a p t e r  
K a c h e m a k  B a y  C i t iz e n s  C oa lit ion  
K en a i  P e n i n s u l a  F i s h e r m e n 's  A s s o c ia t io n  
K ena i R iv e r  S p o r tf ish in g  A s s o c ia t io n  
Knik K a n o e r s  & K a y a k e rs ,  Inc.
M a t-S u  9 9 's
M at V a lley  S p o r t s m e n 's  A s s n .
N a t io n a l  A u d u b o n  S o c ie ty  
N a tio n a l  Wildlife F e d e ra t io n  
N a tio n a l  Wildlife R e fu g e  A s s ’n.
N orth  P a c if ic  F i s h e r i e s  A s s o c ia t io n  
N o r th e rn  A la s k a  E n v iro n m e n ta l  C e n t e r  
N o r th e rn  District S e t n e t t e r s  of C o o k  Inlet 
N u n a m  Kitlutsisti
P r in c e  W illiam  S o u n d  C o n s e r v a t io n  A lliance
R o le jo  L a k e  A s s o c ia t io n
S a l c h a  R iv e r  P ro p e r ty  O w n e r s  A s s o c ia t io n
S E  A la s k a  C o n s e r v a t io n  C ounc il
S E  A la s k a  S e i n e r s  A s s o c ia t io n
S h ir le y  L a k e  H o m e o w n e r s  A s s o c ia t io n
S ie r r a  C lub , A la s k a  C h a p t e r
S k w e n t n a  C o m m u n i ty  C ounc il
S k y e n s u  P r o p e r ty  O w n e r s  A s s o c ia t io n
S u s i tn a  B a s in  C h a r te r  O p e r a to r s  A s s o c ia t io n
S u s i tn a  V a lley  L o d g e  A s s o c ia t io n
T a l k e e t n a  C h a p te r ,  S u s i tn a  V a lley  A s s o c ia t io n
T o k o s h a  C i t iz e n 's  C ounc il
U n ited  C o o k  Inlet Drift A s s o c ia t io n
U nited  F i s h e r m e n  of A la s k a
U p p e r  C o o k  Inlet Drift A s s n .
W a s i l la  C h a p t e r ,  S u s i tn a  V alley  A s s o c ia t io n  
Wildlife F e d e r a t io n  of A la s k a

( D a te d :  J a n u a r y  1, 19 9 0 )



5 u s l t n a  V a l l e y  A s s o c i a t i o n  
9 0 0 0  s i a i o m  D rive  

A n c h o ra g e ,  A la s k a  9 9 5 1 6  
3 4 6 - 1 9 4 3

S U S IT N A  VALLEY REMOTE RECREATION, TOURISM AND FISHERY VALUES

B r i e f  B a c k g r o u n d  I n f o r m a t i o n

T h e  s t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a tu r a l  R e s o u r c e s  (DNR), m e t  w i t h  d i s a s t r o u s  r e s u l t s  in 
an  a t t e m p t  t o  h o ld  a l a r g e - s c a l e  t i m b e r  s a l e  in t h e  S u s i t n a  V a l le y  t w o  y e a r s  ago. 
A s  a  r e s u l t ,  DNR w e n t  i n to  a  p la n n in g  m o d e ,  and  i s  c u r r e n t l y  in  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  
w r i t i n g  a  " f o r e s t  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n ” f o r  t h e  a r e a .  T he  p l a n  i s  c a l l e d  t h e  S u s i t n a  
R e g io n a l  F o r e s t  P la n  (SRFP).

All l a n d s  in  t h e  v a l l e y  b e lo w  1 0 0 0 '  in  a l t i t u d e ,  a  t o t a l  o f  o v e r  2  m i l l i o n  a c r e s ,  a r e  
b e in g  a n a l y z e d  f o r  c o m m e r c i a l  t i m b e r  h a r v e s t i n g  p o t e n t i a l .  T h e  g o a l s  o f  t h e  SRFP 
a r e  to  i d e n t i f y  t h e  l o c a t i o n  an d  v o lu m e  o f  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  t i m b e r ,  d e t e r m i n e  how  
to  a c c e s s  i t ,  a n d  e s t a b l i s h  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  h a r v e s t i n g  i t .  I t  i s  n o t  a  p a rk  p la n ;  i t  i s  
a f o r e s t r y  p la n .  T he  p la n  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  t a k e  in to  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o t h e r  f o r e s t  v a l u e s  
a s  t h e y  r e l a t e  t o  f o r e s t r y ,  b u t  t h e  f o c u s  i s  on th e  b e s t  e c o n o m i c  r e t u r n  f o r  t h e  
w o o d  p r o d u c t s  I n d u s t r y ,  n o t  f o r  t o u r i s m ,  r e c r e a t i o n ,  o r  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t .

T h e  p u b l i c  w i l l  n o t  be  o f f e r e d  a r a n g e  o f  land  m a n a g e m e n t  o p t i o n s  f o r  t h e  v a l l e y  
b e c a u s e  o the- o p t i o n s ,  o r  a l t e r n a t i v e s  to  logg ing , h a v e  n o t  b e e n  c o n s i d e r e d  and  
a n a ly z e d .  P eopk?  w i l l  n o t  e v e n  h a v e  t h e  o p t io n  t o  a p p r o v e  o r  d i s a p p r o v e  o f  t h e  p la n  
t o  log  t h e  V a l le y ,  b u t  w i l l  m e r e l y  be  a s k e d  to  c o m m e n t  on t h e  s t a t e ' s  p r o p o s e d  
g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  d o in g  i t .

E c o n o m i c  V a l u e s  o f  R e m o t e  R e c r e a t i o n ,  T o u r i s m ,  a n d  
C o m m e r c i a l  F i s h e r i e s  in  t h e  S u s i t n a  V a l l e y

T h e  S u s i t n a  V a l l e y  i s  a n  i n t e n s i v e l y  u s e d  r e m o t e  r e c r e a t i o n  a n d  t o u r i s m  a r e a  
w h i c h  a l s o  s u p p o r t s  a  v a l u a b l e  c o m m e r c i a l  f i s h e r y .  A h ig h ly  c o m p le x  p a t t e r n  o f  
b o th  d e v e lo p e d  a n d  u n d e v e lo p e d  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  h a s  e v o lv e d  w h i c h  i s  
s u p p o r t e d  by  t h o u s a n d s  o f  p e o p le  an d  w h ic h  c h a n n e l s  m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  i n to  t h e  
lo c a l  e c o n o m i e s .  F o l lo w in g  i s  a  s y n o p s i s  o f  v a r i o u s  v a l l e y  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  r e s o u r c e  
u s e s  w h i c h  t h e  S u s i t n a  V a l le y  A s s o c i a t i o n  (SVA) h a s  c o m p i le d :



R e a l  e s t a t e ,  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  t w e n t y  y e a r s  t h e  s t a t e  h a s  e n c o u r a g e d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  
u s e  o f  t h e  S u s i t n a  V a l le y  by s e l l i n g  t h o u s a n d s  o f  p r o p e r t i e s  in s t a t e  lan d  d i s p o s a l s  
in  t h e  a r e a ,  m o s t l y  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  p u r p o s e s .  J u s t  w i t h i n  t h e  SRFP p la n n in g  a r e a ,  
t h e r e  a r e  1 7 ,6 0 9  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t i e s ,  a n d  m any  m o re  s t i l l  f o r  s a le .  (B o ro u g h  Tax 
A s s e s s m e n t  O f f i c e ,  1 2 - 1 9 - 8 9 )  T h e s e  a r e  w id e ly  s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  v a l l e y .  
Land s a l e s  w e r e  a  h ig h  p r i o r i t y  o f  t h e  s t a t e  an d  b o ro u g h  d u r in g  t h e  ' 7 0 s  in t h e  f o r m  
o f  v a r i o u s  lan d  d i s p o s a l  p r o g r a m s ,  a n d  e v e n  e a r l i e r  w i t h  t h e  O p e n - t o - E n t r y  
p r o g r a m ,  h o m e s t e a d i n g  and  r e m o t e  p a r c e l  d i s t r i b u t i o n s .  A s  one  w o u ld  e x p e c t ,  t h i s  
r e s u l t e d  In t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  a  p o t e n t  c o n s t i t u e n c y  f o r  p r o t e c t i n g  t h o s e  v a l u e s  t h a t  
a t t r a c t e d  p e o p le  t o  t h e  a r e a .  T he  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r s  h a v e  a  v e s t e d  I n t e r e s t  in  t h e i r  
l a n d s  an d  c a n n o t  b e  e x p e c t e d  t o  r e m a i n  s i l e n t  on w h a t  h a p p e n s  in  t h e  v a l l e y .  T he  
a s s e s s e d  v a lu e  o f  t h e  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  i s  $ 1 4 8 - m i l l i o n .

L o d g e s . A c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F ish  and  G am e , t h e r e  a r e  5 2  l o d g e s  w h i c h  
o p e r a t e  in  t h e  S u s i t n a  V a l le y ,  m o s t  o f  th e m  r e m o te .  SV A  h a s  s u r v e y e d  2 3  o f  t h e  
lo d g e s .  B a s e d  on  t h a t  s u r v e y  t h e  t o t a l  g r o s s  in c o m e  f o r  t h e  5 2  lo d g e s  w a s  
e s t i m a t e d  a t  $7 .5 -m 111 lon , w i t h  a  t o t a l  e m p lo y m e n t  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 8 3  p e o p le .  
All b u t  t w o  o f  t h e  l o d g e s  s u r v e y e d  w e r e  o w n e d  and  o p e r a t e d  by A la s k a n s .  93%  o f  
t h e i r  c l i e n t  i  w e r e  f r o m  o u t - o f - s t a t e ,  b r in g in g  n e w  d o l l a r s  i n to  t h e  A la s k a n  
e c o n o m y .

A i r  t a x i  s e r v i c e s .  3 8  a i r  t a x i  c h a r t e r  s e r v i c e s  p r e s e n t l y  f ly  c l i e n t s  i n to  t h e  
v a l l e y  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  f l i g h t s e e in g .  T h e y  s e r v i c e  lo d g e s ,  y e a r -  
a r o u n d  r e s i d e n t s ,  r e c r e a t i o n a l  c a b in  o w n e r s ,  and  t h e i r  o w n  r e m o t e  c a m p s .  2 4  o f  
t h o s e  c o m p a n i e s  a r e  b a s e d  In A n c h o ra g e ,  and  14 In t h e  B orough . B a s e d  on a n  SVA 
s u r v e y  o f  t e n  o f  t h e  c o m p a n i e s ,  a  t o t a l  c o m b in e d  g r o s s  in c o m e  d e r i v e d  f r o m  
s e r v i c i n g  t h e  S u s i t n a  V a l le y  in 1 9 8 7 ,  f o r  on ly  t h o s e  1Q c o m p a n i e s ,  w a s  $ 4 -  
m i l l i o n ,  w i t h  e m p l o y m e n t  o f  145  p e o p le .  The c o m p a n i e s  e s t i m a t e d  74 .5%  o f  t h e i r  
c l i e n t s  w e r e  n o n - r e s i d e n t s .  (N o te  t h a t  2 8  o f  th e  c o m p a n i e s  a r e  n o t  i n c lu d e d  in t h e  
a b o v e  f i g u r e s . )

C o m m e r c i a l  f i s h e r y .  T he  e n t i r e  S u s i t n a  d r a in a g e  s e r v e s  a s  a  v a s t  s p a w n i n g  a n d  
f i s h  r e a r i n g  h a b i t a t  f o r  a h ig h ly  p r o d u c t i v e  c o m m e r c i a l  f i s h i n g  In d u s t ry .
A c c o r d in g  to  t h e  ADF&G D iv i s io n  o f  C o m m e r c ia l  F i s h e r i e s ,  th e  d i r e c t  In c o m e  to  
c o m m e r c i a l  f i s h e r m e n  d e p e n d e n t  u p o r  f i s h  r e a r e d  in t h i s  d r a i n a g e  i s  b e t w e e n  $ 8 -  
m i l l i o n  a n d  $ 1 1 - m i l l i o n  p e r  y e a r .  In 1 9 8 6 ,  t h e  t o t a l  e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t y  g e n e r a t e d  
in S o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a  a t t r i b u t e d  to  t h i s  h a r v e s t ,  e x c lu d i n g  p r o c e s s i n g ,  w a s  j u s t  
u n d e r  $ 1 8 - m i l l i o n .

S p o r t f i s h i n g  . T he  ADF&G D iv i s io n  o f  S p o r t  F i s h e r i e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  2 4 2 , 8 5 0  
d a y s  w e r e  s p e n t  s p o r t f i s h i n g  in t h e  S u s i t n a  V a l le y  in  1 9 8 6 ,  w i t h  a s s o c i a t e d  

e x p e n d i t u r e s  o f  $ 1 0 .4 - m i l l io n .  8 4  p e r c e n t  o f  th o s e  d a y s  w a s  s p e n t  a t  s t r e a m s  
w i t h  no r o a d  a c c e s s .  The la c k  o f  r o a d s ,  r a t h e r  th a n  b e in g  a  b a r r i e r ,  w a s  v e r y  l ik e ly
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w h a t  a t t r a c t e d  p e o p le  to  t h e  a r e a .  I t  a l s o  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  c o m p l e x  e c o n o m ic  n e t w o r k  
w n ic n  e x i s t s  j u s t  t o  g e i  p e o p le  t o  ano  r r o m  t n e i r  r i s n i n g  s i t e s .  A c c o r d in g  t o  F is n  
and  G am e, s a lm o n  s t o c k s  In t h e  S u s i t n a  B a s in  a r e  a l r e a d y  f u l l y  a l l o c a t e d .

M o o s e  a n d  b e a r  h u n t i n g .  T h e  a n n u a l  e x p e n d i t u r e s  f o r  m o o s e  an d  b e a r  h u n t in g  in 
t h e  S u s i t n a  V a l le y  i s  e s t i m a t e d  by  ADF&G a t  up to  $ 18 . 9 - m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  T h i s  
i n c l u d e s  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  g a m e  g u i d e s  a n d  o u t f i t t e r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n t  
h u n t e r s .

R e c r e a t i o n a l  p i l o t s .  T h e r e  a r e  o v e r  5 0 0 0  r e g i s t e r e d  p i l o t s  in  th e  A n c h o r a g e  
a r e a  an d  8 0 0  in t h e  M a t - S u  B orough . T h e  A n c h o ra g e  p i l o t s  o w n  a  t o t a l  o f  o v e r  
2 0 0 0  a i r p l a n e s .  SVA s u r v e y e d  2 0 8  o f  t h e  p i l o t s  a n d  fo u n d  t h a t  th e  S u s i t n a  V a l le y  
w a s  t h e i r  d e s t i n a t i o n  81 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  t im e .  B a s e d  on d a t a  f r o m  o u r  s u r v e y ,  t h e  
t o t a l  v a l u e  o f  t h e  a i r p l a n e s  b a s e d  j u s t  in  A n c h o ra g e  c a n  b e  e s t i m a t e d  a t  $ 9 0 -  
m i l l io n .  T o t a l  p l a n e  r e l a t e d  e x p e n d i t u r e s  f o r  1 9 8 7  w a s  e s t i m a t e d  a t  $ 7 .4 - m i l l i o n .

H o t e l  e x p e n d i t u r e s .  A c c o r d in g  to  a  s t u d y  by t h e  A l a s k a  H o te l /M o te l  O w n e r s  
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  3  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  o c c u p ie d  r o o m s  in A n c h o ra g e  a r e  
r e l a t e d  to  c l i e n t s  t r a v e l i n g  to  o r  f r o m  h u n t in g  and  f i s h i n g  d e s t i n a t i o n s  in t h e  
S u s i t n a  V a l le y .  T he  e c o n o m i c  v a lu e  o f  t h e s e  r o o m s  i s  $ 6 .8 - m i l l i o n .

T o u r  c o m p a n i e s .  T o u r  o p e r a t o r s  s e l l  t h e  S u s i t n a  V a l l e y  a s  a n  a c c e s s i b l e  " A la s k a  
w i l d e r n e s s  e x p e r ie n c e " .  T he  v a l l e y  i s  m a r k e t e d  f o r  i n d e p e n d e n t  and  a d v e n t u r e  
t o u r s  s u c h  a s  f l i g h t s e e i n g  t r i p s ,  r i v e r b o a t  f i s h i n g  a n d  c a m p in g ,  s p o r t f i s h i n g  and  
h u n t in g ,  r e m o t e  lo d g e  v a c a t i o n s ,  a n d  r a f t i n g  t r i p s .

T he  v a l l e y  i s  a l s o  an  i m p o r t a n t  c o m p o n e n t  o f  t h e  l a r g e  p a c k a g e  to u r s .  A c c o rd in g  
to  i n f o r m a t i o n  SV A  r e c e i v e d  in 1 9 8 8 ,  W e s t o u r s  and  P r i n c e s s  T o u r s  h a d  p u r c h a s e d  
and  w e r e  r e n o v a t i n g  14  r a i l r o a d  d o m e  c a r s  a t  a n  i n v e s t m e n t  o f  S 8 - m i  1 lion. T h e s e  
d o m e  c a r s  t r a v e l  th ro u g h  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  th e  S u s i t n a  V a l le y .  T he  t o u r  c o m p a n i e s  
a r e  a n t i c i p a t i n g  r e l a t e d  g r o s s  r e v e n u e s  d u r in g  1 9 9 0  o f  o v e r  $ 1 0 0 - m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .

O t h e r  u s e r s .  T he  A la s k a  B o a t e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  e s t i m a t e s  t h e r e  a r e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
2 0 , 0 0 0  b o a t s  in t h e  A n c h o r a g e  a r e a ,  a h ig h  p e r c e n t a g e  o w n e d  t o  a c c e s s  t h e  S u s i t n a  
V a l le y  s t r e a m s .  T h e r e  a r e  2 0  to  3 0  r i v e r b o a t  c h a r t e r  s e r v i c e s  d o in g  b u s i n e s s  on 
t h e  s t r e a m s  o f  t '  / a l l e y .  Many a c t i v i t i e s  s u c h  a s  r i v e r  f r e i g h t  s e r v i c e s ,  m u s h in g ,  
s k i in g ,  t r a p p i n g ,  an d  s n o w m a c h i n i n g  r e m a i n  to  be  q u a n t i f i e d .

R e l a t e d  s e r v i c e s .  A ls o  t o  be  t a k e n  in to  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a r e  t h e  lo ca l  b u s i n e s s e s  
in a d j a c e n t  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h a t  a r e  e c o n o m i c a l ly  s u p p o r t e d  by t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  and  
I n d u s t r i e s ;  t h e  m u l t i p l i e r  f a c t o r . T h e s e  f a c t o r s  w o u ld  t a k e  In to  a c c o u n t  s u c h  
I t e m s  a s  t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  m a t e r i a l s ;  m a i n t e n a n c e  c o s t s  o f  b u i ld i n g s  
an d  e q u ip m e n t ;  a d v e r t i s i n g ;  in s u r a n c e ;  p u r c h a s e  and  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  a i r p l a n e s ,
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b o a t s ,  m o t o r s ,  a n d  s n o w m a c h i n e s .  I t  w o u ld  in c lu d e  e m p l o y e e  e x p e n s e s ;  g a s ,  o i l ,  
a n d  p ro p a n e ;  g e n e r a t o r s ;  r a d i o  e q u ip m e n t ;  food and  s u p p l i e s ;  p u r c h a s e  o f  c a m p in g  
e q u ip m e n t ,  g u n s ,  f i s h i n g  g e a r ,  an d  c lo t h i n g ;  f i s h  and g a m e  p a c k in g  and  p r o c e s s i n g ;  
t a x i d e r m y  s e r v i c e s ;  an d  m o n e y  s p e n t  a t  e a t i n g  and  d r in k i n g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  w h e n  
g o in g  t o  and  f r o m  t h e  v a l l e y .

T h e  P o t e n t i a l  f o r  t h e  R e m o te  R e c r e a t i o n  
a n d  T o u r i s m  I n d u s t r i e s  In t h e  S u s i t n a  V a l l e y

T h e  n u m b e r  o f  t o u r i s t s  c o m in g  t o  A l a s k a  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  by 10 p e r c e n t  a 
y e a r ;  t o  D ena li  by up  t o  18 p e r c e n t .  T h e  A la s k a  R a i l r o a d  h a s  b e e n  g r o w in g  a l m o s t  
10  p e r c e n t  a  y e a r  in  p a s s e n g e r s  an d  h a s  a d d e d  s i x  n e w  c a r s .  B o th  t h e  l a r g e  t o u r  
c o m p a n i e s  a n d  t h e  r a i l r o a d  a r e  m a r k e t i n g  new  t o u r  p a c k a g e s  f o r  f l i g h t s e e i n g ,  
b o a t i n g ,  and  f i s h i n g  o u t  o f  T a l k e e t n a ,  w h i c h  is  e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  a  g r o w t h  a r e a .

P r i n c e s s  T o u r s  i s  d e s ig n i n g  n e w  la n d  t o u r s  to  e x te n d  t h e  c o m p a n y ’s  c r u i s e s .  T he  
s t a t e  i s  p la n n in g  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a  n e w  lo d g e  in D enali  S t a t e  P a rk .  L odges ,  a i r  t a x i  
s e r v i c e s ,  an d  r i v e r  c h a r t e r  b u s i n e s s e s  s a y  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s e s  h a v e  g r o w n  by a t  l e a s t  
2 0 0  p e r c e n t  d u r in g  t h e  p a s t  2 - 3  y e a r s .  One c o m p a n y  w h i c h  p r i m a r i l y  m a r k e t s  in 
E u ro p e ,  b r o u g h t  4 5 0  t o  5 0 0  E u r o p e a n s  o v e r  t h i s  p a s t  s u m m e r  t o  s t a y  a t  t h e i r  lodge 
a n d  t o  f l o a t  A l e x a n d e r  C reek .  T h e s e  p e o p le  a l s o  r e n t e d  R V s a n d  d id  in d e p e n d e n t  
t o u r i n g .  A t o u r  c o m p a n y  w h i c h  c a t e r s  t o  J a p a n e s e  c l i e n t s  i s  lo o k in g  f o r  a  s m a l l  
lo d g e  in  a " p r i m i t i v e "  a r e a  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  e ig h t  c l i e n t s  p e r  w e e k  f o r  n e x t  
s u m m e r .  An A u s t r a l i a n  t o u r  a g e n t  s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  c o m p a n y  h a d  s o ld  S I . 5 - m i l l i o n  
d o l l a r s  o f  A l a s k a  a d v e n t u r e  t o u r s .

A c c o r d in g  to  W e s t o u r s ,  A l a s k a  i s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  b e c o m in g  t h e  t r a v e l e r ' s  d e s t i ;  r t i o n  
o f  c h o ic e ,  a n d  t h e  e m p h a s i s  i s  s h i f t i n g  f ro m  S o u t h e a s t e r n  t o  t h e  I n te r io r .  Much o f  
t h i s  c h a n g e  i s  in r e s p o n s e  to  t h e  c o m p a n i e s  m a r k e t i n g  s t r a t e g i e s  to  e n c o u r a g e  
r e p e a t  v i s i t o r s .  One iu d g e  o w n e r  r e p o r t e d  6 7  p e r c e n t  o f  h i s  b u s i n e s s  a t  L ake  C re e k  
d u r in g  th e  s u m m e r  o f  ’8 9  w a s  r e p e a t  b u s i n e s s ,  c l i e n t s  w h o  h a v e  s t a y e d  a t  t h e  
lo d g e  b e fo r e .  T h e y  l ik e  w h a t  t h e y 'v e  fo u n d  and  w i l l  p a y  t o  c o m e  back .

E c o n o m is t s  h a v e  s t a t e d  t h a t  A la s k a  n e e d s  to  d i s c o v e r  w h a t  i t  h a s  t h a t  i s  u n i q u e . .
. .  a n d  m a r k e t  i t .  W h a t  A la s k a  d o e s  h a v e  in a b u n d a n c e ,  a n d  w h a t  p e o p le  c o m e  to  
A l a s k a  to  e x p e r i e n c e ,  a n d  w i l l  p ay  t o  c o m e  b a c k  fo r ,  i s  q u a l i t y  " w i ld e r n e s s " .  Very 
f e w  o t h e r  p l a c e s  h a v e  i t ,  and  i t ’s  b e c o m in g  s c a r c e r  a l l  t h e  t im e .  S c a n n in g  th ro u g h  
A la s k a n  m a g a z i n e s  an d  t r a v e l  b r o c h u r e s ,  i t  b e c o m e s  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  a d v e r t i s e r s  
c o n s i d e r  " w i l d e r n e s s ” t o  be  a  h ig h ly  m a r k e t a b l e  c o m m o d i ty .  T h e r e  i s  e c o n o m i c  
v a lu e  in i t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  c o u p le d  w i t h  t h e  g r o w in g  i n t e r e s t  in o u t d o o r  a d v e n t u r e  and  

n a t u r e  t o u r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  r e n e w e d  i n t e r e s t  in th e  e n v i r o n m e n t .

4



F or  t h e  I n d u s t r i e s  In t h e  S u s i t n a  V a l le y  p r e v i o u s ly  d i s c u s s e d ,  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o r  
w n a e r n e s s  o r  r e m o t e n e s s  i s  a  c r i t i c a l  f a c t o r  in  t n e  m a r K e t in g  o r  t n e  v a l l e y  
a c t i v i t i e s .  A s  w o r l d  p o p u l a t i o n s  c o n t i n u e  to  i n c r e a s e ,  t h a t  c o m m o d i t y  w i l l  
b e c o m e  m o r e  an d  m o r e  v a lu a b l e .  H o w e v e r ,  w i l d e r n e s s  a s  a  m a r k e t a b l e  c o m m o d i t y  
q u ic k ly  l o o s e s  i t s  " s l u e  o n c e  r o a d s  go in  an d  c l e a r c u t t i n g  t a k e s  p l a c e .  I t  w i l l  n o t  
be  p o s  ib le  t o  go b a c k w a r d  a n d  r e g a i n  i t  o n c e  i t  i s  g o n e .  L a rg e  s c a l e  c o m m e r c i a l  
lo g g in g  i s  n o t  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  r e m o t e  r e c r e a t i o n  a n d  t o u r i s m .  And, t h e  
i n c o m p a t i b i l i t y  b e c o m e s  e v e n  m o r e  p ro n o u n c e d  in a n  a r e a  s u c h  a s  t h e  S u s i t n a  

V a l le y  w h e r e  t h e  p r i m a r y  o r i e n t a t i o n  Is  f ro m  t h e  a i r .

T he  b o ro u g h  an d  s t a t e  a r e  a t  a  c r o s s r o a d s  in  d e c id in g  t h e  m o s t  a p p r o p r i a t e  u s e  o f  
t h e  S u s i t n a  V a l le y  la n d s .  T h e  ty p e  o f  t o u r i s m  d i s c u s s e d  f o c u s e s  on a  low  
v o l u m e / h i g h  d o l l a r  a p p ro a c h .  I t  f o c u s e s  on a  " w o rk in g "  w i l d e r n e s s ,  n o t  a  " h a n d s -  
o f f"  w i l d e r n e s s .  B u t ,  t h e  s u c c e s s  an d  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  b u s i n e s s e s  i s  
d e p e n d e n t  on  n o t  c r o s s i n g  t h e  t h r e s h o l d  in to  h ig h  v o l u m e / l o w  d o l l a r .  T he  l a t t e r  
m ay  b e  a p p r o p r i a t e  a lo n g  w e l l - t r a v e l e d  r o a d w a y s ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  a r e a s  w h e r e  
i t  I s  m o r e  e c o n o m i c a l l y  a s t u t e  to  go t h e  o t h e r  d i r e c t i o n ,  t h e r e b y  p r o v id in g  t h e  f u l l  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  s p e c t r u m .

L i m i t a t i o n s  o f  DNR’s  C u r r e n t  S R F P  P l a n n i n g  P r o c e s s  
a s  i t  R e l a t e s  t o  R e m o t e  R e c r e a t i o n  a n d  T o u r i s m .

A b a s i c  f l a w  o f  t h e  SRFP p la n n in g  p r o c e s s  i s  t h a t  i t  d o e s  n o t  r e c o g n i z e  o r  e v a l u a t e  
t h e  e c o n o m i c s  of t h e  e x i s t i n g  r e m o t e  r e c r e a t i o n  and  t o u r i s m  i n d u s t r i e s ,  o r  t h e i r  
p o t e n t i a l .  I t  d o e s  n o t  e v a l u a t e  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e s e  i n d u s t r i e s  a r e  c o m p a t i b l e  
w i t h  l a r g e  s c a l e  c o m m e r c i a l  lo g g in g  an d  r e l a t e d  r o a d i n g  s u c h  a s  b e in g  p r o p o s e d .  
Nor d o e s  i t  e v a l u a t e  w h e t h e r  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  r e m o t e  i n d u s t r i e s  
c o u ld  e v e r  b e  r e a l i z e d  i f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  io g g in g  an d  r o a d i n g  a c t i v i t y  g o e s  f o r w a r d .  
F in a l ly ,  i t  d o e s  n o t  b a l a n c e  a n y  o f  t h e s e  c o m p e t in g  v a l u e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  e x p e c t e d  
r e t u r n  f ro m  lo g g in g ,  w h i c h  i t s e l f  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  d e t e r m i n e d  in t h i s  p r o c e s s .

T he  SRFP a d v a n c e s  a  m a n a g e m e n t  p la n  f o r  o n ly  " f o r e s t r y " . i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  
m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  o t h e r  d e s i g n a t e d  lan d  u s e s ,  e v e n  th o u g h  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  
f o r  c o n c u r r e n t  p la n n in g  f o r  a l l  u s e s  w a s  s t r e s s e d  in t h e  S u s i t n a  A re a  P lan .

T he  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  and  E c o n o m ic  D e v e lo p m e n t  w a s  a s k e d  to  do a n  
e c o n o m ic  f e a s i b i l i t y  s t u d y  o f  t h e  w o o d  p r o d u c t s  i n d u s t r y  in  t h e  v a l l e y ,  a n d  w a s  t o  
a d d r e s s  t h e  o t h e r  r e s o u r c e  v a l u e s  in  t h e  p r o c e s s .  T h i s  w a s  n o t  done . I n s t e a d ,  t h e  
d e p a r t m e n t  c o n c e d e d  t h a t  t h e  d a t a  n e c e s s a r y  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  e c o n o m i c s  o f  t h e  
o t h e r  u s e s  w a s  i n c o m p le t e ,  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  n o t  t im e ,  p e r s o n n e l ,  o r  m o n e y  a v a i l a b l e  
to  a c q u i r e  t h e  d a ta .

5



in t h e  s p r i n g  of '8 8 ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  p a s s e d  a $ 3 0 , 0 0 0  b u d g e t  i n c r e m e n t  w i t h  th e  
f o l l o w i n g  s t i p u l a t i o n ,  " I t  i s  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  w o r k  
w i t h  a l l  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s  t o  c o n d u c t  a n  e c o n o m ic  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  
t h e  M a t - S u  T i m b e r  s a l e  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  b u t  i s  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  th e  e c o n o m ic  e f f e c t s  
on t h e  g u id in g  i n d u s t r y ,  c o m m e r c i a l  an d  s p o r t  f i s h e r i e s ,  lo d g e s ,  t o u r i s m  an d  

r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e s ."  T h i s  w a s  n o t  done.

T he  SR FP, i f  a d o p te d ,  w i l l  p r o v id e  a  b l u e p r i n t  f o r  lo g g in g  an d  r o a d in g  t h e  v a l l e y ,  
c o m p l e t e  w i t h  a n  a n n u a l  a l l o w a b l e  c u t  d e t e r m i n a t i o n .  By s o  do ing , a n d  by n o t  
i d e n t i f y i n g  and  a n a l y z i n g  o t h e r  c o m p e t i n g  and  c o n f l i c t i n g  v a lu e s ,  t h e  p la n  w i l l  
p r e d i s p o s e  t h e  v a l l e y  to  logg ing . S i n c e  a  " f o r e s t r y  p lan "  w i l l  be  t h e  o n ly  
m a n a g e m e n t  p la n  t h e  s t a t e  h a s  d e v e lo p e d ,  i t  w i l l  o b v io u s ly  be t h e  p la n  t h a t  w i l l  be  
a d v a n c e d .

W i th o u t  t h e  p e r t i n e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  o t h e r  v a l u e s ,  SVA c o n t e n d s  i t  w i l l  n o t  
be  p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  to  m a k e  a n  i n f o r m e d  c o m p a r i s o n  to  d e t e r m i n e  th e  h i g h e s t  
an d  b e s t  u s e  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  r e s o u r c e s  in t h e  S u s i t n a  V a l le y .  W ith  h u n d r e d s  o f  j o b s  
an d  m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  in  e x i s t i n g  i n v e s t m e n t s  and  in c o m e  a t  s t a k e ,  a n d  w i t h  no 
r e s e a r c h  i n to  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h o s e  e x i s t i n g  i n v e s t m e n t s ,  t h i s  d o e s  n o t  s e e m  l ik e  
a  r e s p o n s i b l e  a p p r o a c h  to  la n d  u s e  m a n a g e m e n t .  R a t h e r  t h a n  in t r o d u c in g  a n e w  a n d  
c o n f l i c t i n g  i n d u s t r y ,  p e r h a p s  t h e  s t a t e  w o u ld  b e  w i s e r  to  p r o m o t e ,  p r o t e c t ,  and  
e n h a n c e  i n d u s t r i e s  t h a t  a r e  a l r e a d y  in p l a c e ,  s u c c e s s f u l ,  a n d  g ro w in g .

(DATED: D e c e m b e r  3 0 ,  1 9 8 9 )
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S u s i t n a  V a l l e y  A s s o c i a t i o n  
s o o o  o i a i o m  Drive 

A n c h o r a g e ,  A la s k a  9 9 5 1 6  

346-1943

I s  t h e  N e c e s s a r y  V o lu m e  A v a i l a b l e  f o r  a  

W o o d  P r o d u c t s  I n d u s t r y  i n  t h e  V a l l e y ?

T i m b e r  i n d u s t r y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  DCED, h a v e  s t a t e d  t h a t  a  m in im u m  of 
5 0 - m i l l i o n  b e a r d  f e e t  a  y e a r  w o u ld  b e  n e e d e d  f o r  a  s u c c e s s f u l  w o o d  p r o d u c t s  
i n d u s t r y  in  t h e  S u s i t n a  V a lley .

A c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  D iv i s io n  o f  F o r e s t r y ,  in t h e  S u s i t n a  V a l l e y  i t  t a k e s  a n  a v e r a g e  
o f  3 6 7  a c r e s  t o  p r o d u c e  1 - m i l l i o n  b o a r d  f e e t  o f  t i m b e r .  T h i s  c a l c u l a t i o n  Is 
b a s e d  on  a n  a v e r a g e  v o lu m e  of 9 4 0  c u b ic  f e e t  o f  w o o d  p e r  a c r e ,  an d  a  c o n v e r s i o n  
f a c t o r  o f  2 .9  b o a rd  f e e t  p e r  c u b ic  f o o t .  T he  v o lu m e  i s  n o t  c o m p a r a b l e  to  S o u t h e a s t  
t im b e r .

In t h e  S u s i t n a  V a l le y ,  1 8 ,3 5 0  a c r e s  w o u ld  h a v e  t o  be h a r v e s t e d  p e r  y e a r  t o  p r o d u c e  
5 0 - m i l l i o n  b o a r d  f e e t .  T h a t ' s  e q u a l  t o  1 1 / 2  P o in t  M c K e n z ie s  b e in g  c u t  a n d  
a c c e s s e d  e v e r y  y e a r . O v e r  an  8 0 - y e a r  r o t a t i o n ,  a l m o s t  1 .5 - m i l l i o n  a c r e s  o f  
c o m m e r c i a l  t i m b e r  w o u ld  be  n e e d e d  f ro m  t h e  v a l l e y  t o  m e e t  t h i s  d e m a n d .

T h e  S u s i t n a  V a l ie v  s i m p l y  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  t h a t  v o lu m e  o f  t i m b e r .  T h e r e ' s  n o t  e v e n  a 
t h i r d  t h a t  v o lu m e ;  a n d  w h a t  i s  t h e r e  i s  s p r e a d  o u t  o v e r  a  2 - m i l l i o n  a c r e  a r e a .  The 
SRFP h a s  i d e n t i f i e d  4 5 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  w i t h  c o m m e r c i a l  p o t e n t i a l  t h a t  i s  in  a  l a n d - u s e  
d e s i g n a t i o n  t h a t  w o u l d  a l l o w  f o r e s t r y  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  u s e s .  B u t n o t  a l l  t h a t  a c r e a g e  
i s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  f o r e s t r y .  Much o f  i t  i s  in a r e a s  w h e r e  " f o r e s t r y "  i s  o n ly  a  
s e c o n d a r y  u s e ,  an d  m u s t  n o t  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  p r im a r y  u s e s .  In s o m e  c a s e s  
" f o r e s t r y ” Is  a l l o w e d ,  b u t  o n ly  f o r  l o c a l  p e r s o n a l  use . B u f f e r s  f o r  w e t l a n d s  m u s t  
be  d i s c o u n t e d  f r o m  t h e  t i m b e r  b a s e .  M i t i g a t io n  m e a s u r e s  t o  m i n i m i z e  c o n f l i c t  
w i t h  o t h e r  v a l u e s  w i l l  f u r t h e r  r e d u c e  t h e  b a s e .  T he  f i n a l  v o lu m e  w i l l  be 
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  l e s s  t h a n  t h e  4 5 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  b e in g  a n a ly z e d .  T he  f o r e s t  l a n d s  w i l l  
n o t  be c o n t i g u o u s  a n d  m u c h  o f  i t  w i l l  n o t  b e  e c o n o m i c a l l y  a c c e s s i b l e .

In s h o r t ,  t h e  S u s i t n a  V a l le y  A s s o c i a t i o n  b e l i e v e s  t h a t ,  w h i l e  e x i s t i n g  s m a l l - s c a l e  
t i m b e r  h a r v e s t  c a n  a n d  s h o u ld  c o n t i n u e  in c e r t a i n  a r e a s  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  
c o m m e r c i a l  f i r e w o o d  s a l e s  and  p e r s o n a l  u s e  w o o d  l o t s ,  l a r g e - s c a l e  c o m m e r c i a l  
h a r v e s t i n g  i s  o u t  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  T h e  r e s o u r c e  s im p l y  i s n ' t  t h e r e .



SU SITN A  V A L L E Y  A S S O C IA T IO N

FA C T  SH E E T

In troduc tion : A number of proposals have surfaced recently which would involve large scale 
commercial timber harvesting in the Susitna Valley. The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) is 
currently in the process of formulating a "forest management plan which would serve as a blueprint for 
logging and roading activities in the valley. DNR's plan is called the Susitna Regional Forest Plan.

A "forest management plan" is not a plan for managing all uses of the forest. It is a plan which focuses 
upon logging the forest, and regrowing it to be logged again. The focus is on the best economic return 
for the wood products industry, not for tourism, recreation,or fish and wildlife habitat.

W ha t is the  Sus itna Valley: The valley is an intensively used remote recreation and tourism 
area that also supports a large and successful commercial fishery. It is located just a short distance across 
Cook Inlet from Anchorage, and has developed a very complex pattern of both developed and 
undeveloped recreation opportunities.

All areas of the valley below 1000' in altitude, over 2,000,000 acres, are being analyzed by DNR for 
commercial logging. In this area, there are 52 remote lodges, 38 air taxi businesses, 20 to 30 riverboat 
charter services, and 13,685 private properties.

Fundamenta l issue: Incompatibility of large scale commercial timber harvesting and related 
roading with existing land uses and resources in the valley.

Remote recreation and tourism values are economically and culturally important to Alaskans. Roading and 
logging are incompatible with the continuation of these wilderness-based values.

What degree of the economically successful existing uses would hav' to be sacrificed to develop a timber 
industry? Some of the state's own studies have determined that certain other industries would likely be 
displaced. Would we be trading existing jobs for speculative forestry jobs?

C ruc ia i q u e s tio n s  no t be ing addressed : The public has not yet had the opportunity to 
address the crucial question of whether or not it approves of large-scale commercial logging as the highest 
and best use of the forest resources in the Susitna Valley. Or whether or not the scale of logging, or the 
type of timber management being proposed, is compatible with the other forest uses in the area. Rather 
than being asked if they approve of having the area lojaed. people will merely be asked tQ.comment.on 
the state’s proposed method for doing it.

What DNR sees as the state's mandate for logging is not what the public perceived when the Susitna Area 
Plan was prepared, nor is it a mandate that the public wants now. Alaskans feel the scale of proposals 
being advanced by the state and borough, for both logging and roading, threaten the long established 
and successful land use patterns in the valley. They believe the trade-off that would be required is not 
justified either economically or socially.

A D D IT IO N A L  ISSU ES 

E x is tin g  e conom ic  va lues w h ich  m us t be cons ide red .
- 242,85 j  days were spent sportfishing in the Susitna Valley in 1986, with associated expenditures of 

$10,420,000. Eighty-four percent of those days was at streams with no road access indicating a
r  mplex economic network exists just to get people to and from their fishing sites. (ADF&G)

- The direct income to commercial fishermen dependent upon fish spawned and reared in the Susitna 
Valley is $8-11,000,000 per year. (ADF&G) In 1986, the total economic activity generated in 
Southcentral Alaska due to this harvest, excluding processing, was more than $17,700,000.
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- The annual expenditures for moose and bear hunting in the Susitna Valley is estimated at up to 
$18,900,000. (ADF&G)

- The Susitna Valley is the destination of choice by 81 percent of the recreational pilots flying float planes. 
(Susitna Valley Association survey)

- 13,685 private properties are located within the area being analyzed for timber harvests. (Mat-Su 
Borough tax records)

- Additionally, the basin is heavily used for hunting, trapping, boating, camping, rafting, cross-country 
skiing, snowmachining, and dog-mushing.

C o s ts .
- Massive state subsidies would be necessary to provide access for the timber industry.. .and further, to 

maintain that access.
- Studies are establishing that stumpage value of available timber is not high enough to cover associated 

costs of timber harvesting, processing, shipping, reforestation, and roading. Should the state heavily 
subsidize the creation of jobs for a wood products industry if the creation of those jobs would likely 
displace even more jobs in other industries?

- The state has acknowledged it has no standards for winter access in the Susitna Valley with its unique 
climatic conditions which often result in thawing conditions and extensive overflow problems. Yet DOF 
has stated much of the logging would be done in the winter under these conditions. Funding for 
research would be imperative to develop the standards necessary to protect the extensive valley 
wetlands?

- What level of timber harvesting, and related wood products industry, would be commercially viable? Is 
there really a sufficient timber base that would be accessible and available?

S m a ll-s c a le  lo g g in g .
- Even with the existing small-scale timber harvesting that is going on now, as it expands into the valley, 

will the state and Mat-Su borough develop and enforce meaningful controls that will allow it to remain 
compatible?

- At what point does small scale become large scale?

- Once a mill is built, would the industry continue to expand because we are locked into feeding the mill to 
the detriment of other pre-existing industries. (See separate paper on Suggested Alternatives.)

P la n n in g  p ro ce ss .
- The DNR planning process advances a management plan for only "forestry”, independent of 

management plans for the other designated uses, resulting in a lop-sided planning process.

- The state has acknowledged a major lack of information regarding the value of remote recreation and 
tourism in the Susitna Valley, and that they do not have the time, personnel or money to acquire the 
data. New data is being acquired, however, on the wood products industry. As a result, the SRFP 
process is proceeding without adequate and balanced data.

- In order to do a responsible economic feasibility study of the logging industry, it is critical that DNR also 
address the negative impacts to the other uses, meaning they must be identified and evaluated.

In c o n c lu s io n :
SVA believes the state and municipalities should concentrate on further promotion of the Susitna Valley
as a prime forest-dependent, wilderness-based tourist and recreation area with a growing and healthy
commercial and sportfishing industry.
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W i l d e r n e s s  m e a n s  jobs, lifestyle in T a l k e e t n a

'Make jobs, not more
By PAUL BRATTON
T a l k e e t n a  -

wilderness."

I first saw this bum per sticker plas- j 
tered on a fancy Cadillac parked  in Wasilla. ;i 
Redcorp and other t im ber industry  promot- ; 
ers are distributing this to promote their i 
philosophy. Sp; *• • „ • -

In Talkeetna we don’t have m any Cadil- j '; People in Talkeetna d idn’t just s it  around^
lacs or any  Redcorp bum per stickers, but if A w ait ing  for the s ta te  or borough to  develop

This isn ’t jus t  one m an’s opinion. At a 
half-dozen community meetings over the 
past three months I have yet to hear a single 
resident support the borough’s t im ber plan. 
In  17 years I ’ve never seen this kind of 
unanim ity before.

Unfortunately, this community consensus 
hasn’t deterred the borough’s single-minded 
drive to implement widespread clear-cutting 
in the Upper Susitna Valley. This is espe-

we did p las te r  a slogan on our Super Cubs,.i a ski area  or pa rk  hotel o r t im ber  industry . cially distressing as more than 150 area
U mi a L i im k  am  a  a  a  x l  I i  <•> a i  11 J  t « .1 A1      ! J !  3 !________— T__- i  .  _ J  • 1 i  _ . . .       L1 _ f   _ A. 9   . i  i l  m _  1fishing boats, pickups, or dog sleds, it would 

read “ Wilderness produces our jobs.” 
Commercial fishing and processing em­

ploys more people in Alaska than any other 
p riva te  industry. I m ake my living gillnet

to hand them a subsidized income. Instead 
they built an economy using renewable 
n a tu ra l  resources but not destroying those 
resources.

Local initiative found the niches where an
ting salmon and herring. There’s no place o n i n d i v i d u a l ,  family, o r small business could
this E ar th  that  has been able to maintain a 
healthy salmon fishery once the wilderness 
is gone. There’s no reason to believe Alaska 
would be an exception.

But you don’t have to  look out to the •' 
coast to see the jobs tha t  the Susitna basin ,1 
wilderness produces. I ’ve been around Tal- , 
keetna for 17 years  and have seen a few:-! 
changes, bu t  the m ajor one is the  develop-;j 
ment and growth of a wilderness-based ;i 
recreation economy. In the early  '70s, Ray•>' 
Genet guiding climbers and a couple airi^ 
taxis flying them  was about it.

survive and make a profit.
Today this economy is threatened with 

ruin by the state and borough’s reckless 
a ttem pts  to create t im ber industry jobs At 
any cost. , •
. In coming w eek s . the Mat-Su Borough 

Planning Commission will hold public h ea r-’ 
ings on a p lan  to encircle Talkeetna with 
blocks of land dedicated to, commercial 
t im ber harvest. That means road construc­
tion and clear-cutting on some of the most

X1S u y m g  m em  was aoom it. • valuable  wildlife hab ita t  and remote recre
Now I couldn't begin to list all the air " ..a^ on areas ln our community, 

taxis, r iverboat charter  services, guides,’ ,1' There is no surer or quicker ,way to 
outfitters, tour operators, and other b u s i - d e s t r o y  the community character and .wild, f,that 
nesses th a t  depend upon the tourism and country that makes Talkeetna' an  economic.vEun 
outdoor recreation economy. cally

residents are now participating in the Tal­
keetna and Chase Comprehensive Planning 
processes to determine appropriate  land 
uses and development directions for our  
community. Many who have dedicated their  
energies to th is  planning effort view the 
unseemly rush to impose clear-cutting units  
here as a slap ln the' face,.to community 
self-determination. (

In this age of perestroika, when people all 
over the Earth  are insisting on their right to 
determine the ir  own destinies, the borough 
appears to be telling Talkeetna that we have 
little choice b u t  to accept the  dictates of a 
handful of special-interest promoters and 
logging bureaucrats.

I know the t im ber industry consultants, 
pressure groups, and promoters along with 
their friends in government will not believe 
it but they occupy exactly the same position 

the Communist Pa r ty  had in Eastern

• * - ■ r. *vjT • • * ,
commission .meeting, Some found i t  ob 
tionable. But I contend the comparisor 
valid. I ' am  not. ascribing evil m o ti1 
merely pointing out th a t  this groups oi 
pies the position of a p a r ty  e lite  certa in  t 
they know better,:‘than  those of us who 
from and voh?'Uheklan.d3/they in tend  
“develop:** .'.*«& . .

In contrast, tne^com m unlty  comprex 
sive planning process is. affine exam ph 
decentralized,. Je jffersqnlan dem ocracy  
may be slower and seem aw kw ard , bu 
the long run i t  is, th e  only w ay excel 
decisions can be m ade about the  p ro p er  ' 
of public lands, - ̂ en co u rag e  borough j 
dents to a ttend hearings I and contact p 
ning commission m em bers to  stop th e  cl 
cutting juggernaut- which th rea tens  to  r 
down our f o re s t s ! ^ ,>  *’>

I hear that  PsJraerj Wasilla and  Hou 
are ta lk ing -abou t  pulling out of the  
ough. In Talkeetna .people are' beginnln 
ta lk  about incorporatiqn if -the' bore 
a t te m p ts  to  impose:;.their t im b er -cu t  
plans on our comm unity, '

Unless the borough learns to  l is ten  t< 
its citizens, ra th e r  than  just a h an d le  
special-interest promoters, borough offi 
m ay one day find themselves adm in isU  
a borough only the size: of Rhode Islax

• '■ . .  'if ’■
-----------------T ------TT~— ----------------------
□  Paul Bratton ls?a.|Talkeatna resident.

yj ., •_____ W V : ._________ ________

J T

ry that makes Talkeetna' an  e c o n o m i^ E u ro p e  until  recent weeks. □  Paul Bratton. ls?a$Talke9tn« .r*ald
viable community;,;*.- I  m ade this analogy a t a planning ;\l  , ;■ -------- f— f j  ■ , L ------

- '■ *»• ■ ’■ * / • '



Straight talk o n  evolving forest m a n a g e m e n t  plans
/ - - ? ?

By BECKY LONG 
is have some straight talk on the two current 
lg forest management plans that will affect 
i Valley residents and users, 
state and borough plans are blueprints for 
{ and road access. The state Department o f 
! Resources (DNR) plan, called Susitna Re- 
Forest Plan, is planning timber harvests for
150,000 acres. Public hearings should occur 
). The Mat-Su Borough plan, called Borough 
le Use Forest Management Plan, covers 
.12,000 acres in 14 forest management units, 
comment was due Dec. 26. After that, the 
ill will go through the Borough Planning 
ission and the Borough Assembly, with its 
nt public hearings.
ectfully want to propose to the governor and 
t-Su Borough administration that these tim- 
vest plans be put on hold until the Susitna 
an (SAP) is revised publicly in 1990. SAP is 
ding plan for land management decisions, 
into law in 1985, the plan does call for ma- 
sions and amendments i f  needed. The public 
er been asked if they want large-scale corn- 
logging on their state and borough public 
his crucial public policy question can be re- 
through the 1990 revision. The governor’ s 
nd the borough administration are under a iticism for these plans, 
is a multi-million dollar industry in the Sus- 
ley now. People are not going to sit back 
w the tourism, recreation, hunting and fish- 
wmy, that they have invested in and built 
nes and communities around, to be threat- 
the sake o f a few logging jobs subsidized

by the state and borough.
Specifically, a 1990 public revision o f SAP is 

needed for the following reasons:
• Since SAP was signed in 1985, land-use patterns 

have evolved into social and economic conditions 
with different demands on public lands than envi­
sioned in SAP. Data, which has been gathered by 
the Habitat Division and the Susitna Valley Associ­
ation, shows this. State and borough agencies con­
tinue to ignore this data in their professional plan­
ning. Thus, the public is proposing a special legisla­
tive designation, the Susitna Valley Remote Recre­
ation Area, in order to recognize and protect these 
outstanding public values that support Valley econ­
omies, and have been ignored by the agencies.

• To the detriment o f all land uses, the 1985 SAP 
mandates have not been followed. It was mandated 
in SAP that "Each land management division with 
within ADNR and ADF&G will need to prepare de­
tailed regional implementation programs buil) 
around the land-use designations and guidelines 
specified in this plan." So far, ADNR has only gone 
ahead with planning for annual timber sales, access 
improvements and timber marketing. We have no 
program for wildlife habitat, public recreation, or 
water quality. This is a bias favoring a special use.

• The current forest management process is 
flawed, leading to an unrealistic planning agenda.
For instance, the draft report "Economic Impact Po­
tential for Forest Products in the Mat-Su Borough," 
prepared for DNR, is not adequate to responsibly 
plan a wood-products industry in the Valley. The 
report’s timber harvest data base is incomplete, the 
forest acreage is incorrectly overestimated and the 
annual allowable harvest is miscalculated. Thus, all 
sorts o f unrealistic and misleading assumptions 
could be made to advocate a large-scale intensive 
timber harvest program. And, o f course, the exist­
ence o f the current economic uses o f the Valley is 
not addressed adequately. This certainly makes fo ra 
litigious situation.

All o f this points to the need for a revision o f our 
guiding plan.

There is a viable logging industry in the Valley 
now. Admittedly, it is hard to document the current 
use. Perhaps that should be the job o f the state and 
borough, rather than creating pie-in-the-sky plans.

Borough consultants in their June 1989 report 
"Economic/Market Feasibility; Timber Sale Imple­
mentation; Timber Sale Contracts/Agreements," 
state that in the Mat-Su Borough there are annual, 
timber sales o f one to two million board feet each •_ 
year on state lands, and the borough timber sale pro- 
gram has averaged over one million board feet an- • 
nually and 12,000 to 13,000 cords o f Firewood.

Borough Assemblyman Ted Smith stated in a 19- 
89 Spectrum article that 200,000 board feet in 1988 
were harvested in the Valley.

Valley legislator and co-chairman o f the House 
Resource Committee, Rep. Curt Menard stated in a

July 7, 1989 letter to the editor that "approximately 
19 million board feet o f timber are to be offered for 
sale in November 1989. This compares with 4.5 
mbf in 1988 and 5-7 mbf in 1987. Moreover, there 
arc currently 11 mbf o f timber in the Mat-Su which 
have been contracted out for sale but have not been cut." , ,

Whatever the statistical reality is, translate this in­
to everyday language: logging is occurring now on 
public lands. The public is clearly saying through 
community council, comprehensive plan, and envi­
ronmental group meetings that we do not need mas­
sive clearcut harvests and roads that favor corpora­
tions exporting our forests for chips. They are not 
saying "no" to logging, for there is a need for fire­
wood, house logs and roughcut lumber in our com­
munities. *

Let us continue the present cutting agenda with 
better management and environmental improve­
ments., Let us favor small independent loggers in the 
Valley and personal use for firewood and building 
materials. This benefits our communities, the Susit­
na Valley, and the Anchorage Bowl for many years 
to come.

The state constitution states that '"Fish, forests, 
wildlife, grasslands, and all other repienishable re­
sources" must "be utilized, developed, and main­
tained on the sustained yield principle." With re­
sponsible use and recognizing the limits o f the land, 
the Susitna Valley has this now. Why won’ t the 
state and borough recognize this?

Becky Long is a Upper Susitna Valley resident ac­
tive in land-use issues.
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M E M O R A N D U M

FROM: E d  G r a s s e r ,  D i r e c t o r  
L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s

RE: S u s i t n a  V a l l e y  A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n

D ATE: F e b r u a r y  5, 1990

T O :  A l l  L e g i s l a t o r s

R e c e n t l y  y o u  r e c e i v e d  a p a c k e t  of i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  the 
S u s i t n a  V a l l e y  A s s o c i a t i o n  s u p p o r t i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  a r e m o t e  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  p a r c e l  in the S u s i t n a  R i v e r  D r a i n a g e .  W i t h i n  the 
p a c k e t  w e r e  l i s t e d  s e v e r a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w h i c h  p u r p o r t e d l y  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  the d r a f t i n g  of t h i s  p r o p o s a l .  T h e  A l a s k a  
O u t d o o r  C o u n c i l ,  a l o n g  w i t h  s e v e r a l  m e m b e r  a f f i l i a t e s  w e r e  so 
l i s t e d .

In o r d e r  to c l a r i f y  a n y  m i s c o n c e p t i o n s  w h i c h  m a y  or m a y  
n o t  h a v e  b e e n  i n f e r r e d  b y  the p r e s e n c e  of o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  on 
S V A ' s  list, we w o u l d  l i k e  to i n f o r m  y o u  t h a t  w e  c u r r e n t l y  are 
n o t  in  s u p p o r t  of t h e i r  p r o p o s a l ,  n o r  d i d  w e  p a r t i c i p a t e  in 
a n y  of t h e i r  d i s c u s s i o n s  l e a d i n g  to this p r o p o s a l .  Also, 
s e v e r a l  of our m e m b e r  a f f i l i a t e s  h a v e  i n d i c a t e d  t h e y  are 
c u r r e n t l y  o p p o s e d  to S V A ' s  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n .

W e  r e g r e t  a n y  i n c o n v e n i e n c e  o r  m i s c o n c e p t i o n  S V A ' s  
i n c l u s i o n  of o u r  n a m e  on  this p r o p o s a l  m a y  h a v e  c a u s e d .  We 
a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of o u r  c o n c e r n s  o n  th i s  m a t t e r  
a n d  l o o k  f o r w a r d  to a m o r e  c o n s t r u c t i v e  l e v e l  of p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
o n  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  a f t e r  our m e m b e r s  h a v e  h a d  time to r e l a t e  
t h e i r  c o n c e r n s  a n d  c o m m e n t s  to us.

cc: M e m b e r  C l u b s

Affiliated with National Rifle Association
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M a t - S u  a s s e m b l y  c r i t i c i z e s  S u s i t n a  r e c r e a t i o n - a r e a  b i l l
By CHARLES WOHLFORTH
Daily News reporter

P A L M E R  — T h e  M a ta n u s ­
k a -S u s i tn a  B o ro u g h  A s se m ­
b ly  o n  T u e s d a y  d e n o u n c e d  a  
b i l l  in  th e  l e g i s la tu r e  th a t  
w o u ld  tu r n  m o s t o f  th e  S u s ­
i tn a  V a lle y  in to  a r e c r e a t io n

a re a  r a th e r  th a n  a l lo w in g  
th e  lo g g in g  in d u s t r y  t h e  a s ­
s e m b ly  p r e fe rs .

T h e  S u s i tn a  V a lle y  A s so ­
c i a t i o n ,  a n  a n t i - l o g g i n g  
g ro u p , p ro p o se d  th e  b i l l  to 
c r e a t e  th e  S u s i t n a  V a l le y  
R e m o te  R e c r e a t io n  A r e a ,

w h ic h  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  b y  
S e n . P a t  R o d e y , D -A n ch o r- 
ag e , a n d  faces a lo n g , u n c e r ­
t a in  c o u rse  th r o u g h  th r e e  
S e n a te  c o m m it te e s .

T h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  w a s  
fo rm e d  in  1987 b y  loca l r e s i ­
d e n ts ,  c o n s e rv a t io n is t s ,  t o u r ­
ism  o p e r a to r s  a n d  o u td u o r s  
g ro u p s  to  f ig h t a  m a s s iv e  
s t a te  t im b e r  s a le  p ro p o se d  
fo r  th e  S u s i tn a  V a lle y . T h e  
s a le  w a s  b lo c k e d  a n d  a n  
e la b o r a te  la n d -u se  p la n n in g  
p ro c e ss  w a s  b e g u n , b u t  is  
s t i l l  in c o m p le te .

B u t L o is a n n  R e e d e r , p r e s ­
id e n t  o f  th e  a s s o c ia t io n , s a id  
th e  s t a te 's  p la n n in g  p ro c e s s  
h a s  fo c u se d  to o  m u c h  o n  
t im b e r  d e v e lo p m e n t .

T h e  M a t-S u  a s s e m b ly  w a s  
p r e d i c t a b ly  u n e n th u s ia s t i c .  
T h e  b o r o u g h  g o v e r n m e n t  
b a d l y  w a n t s  t h e  j o b s  i t  
h o p e s  w o u ld  c o m e  f r o m  
la r g e - s c a le  l i m b e r  c u t t i n g ,  
a n d  e v e n  jo in e d  a  lo g g in g

in d u s t r y  lo b b y in g  g ro u p  in  
w h ic h  a l l  t h e  o th e r  m e m b e rs  
a r e  p r iv a te  s e c to r  c o m p a n ie s  
t h a t  s ta n d  to  g a in  . jm  i t .

T h e  a s s e m b ly ’s r e s o lu t io n  
s a y s  R o d e y 's  b i l l  w o u ld  h a l t  
a l l  fo rm s  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t , 
in c lu d in g  to u r is m , a l th o u g h  
th e  b ill  s a y s  i t s  p u r p o s e  is  to  
p ro m o te  r e c r e a t io n ,  in c lu d ­
in g  lo d g es , g u id e s  a n d  r i v e r ­
b o a t  c h a r te r s .

T h e  r e s o lu t io n  a ls o  s a y s  
th e  b i l l  w o u ld  m a k e  th e  b o r ­
o u g h 's  o w n  la n d  in  th e  a r e a  
u s e le s s  f o r  i t s  in te n d e d  p u r ­
p o s e  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t  a n d  
t h a t  it  c o n t r a d ic ts  t h e  s t a te 's  
o w n  p la n s  f o r  th e  a r e a .  B o r­
o u g h  M a n a g e r  D o n  M oore  
w ro te  to  t h e  a s s e m b ly  th a t  
th e r e  is a l r e a d y  e n o u g h  r e ­
c r e a t io n  la n d  in  th e  b o ro u g h .

A s s e m b ly  m e m b e rs  s a id  
th e  b i l l  w a s  w ro n g  to  f a v o r  
to u r is m  o v e r  a l l  o th e r  la n d  
u se s . T h ey  c r i t ic iz e d  R o d e y  
a s  a n  in te r lo p e r .

"T h e  m a jo r i ty  o f  lo d g e  
o w n e rs  a n d  p e o p le  f ly in g  
to u r is t s  o u t to  t h a t  a r e a  a r e  
co m in g  o u t  o f  A n c h o ra g e . so< 
i t 's  a p p r o p r ia te  t h a t  i t 's  am 
A n c h o ra g e  l e g i s la to r  lo ck in g : 
u p  o u r  l a n d . "  A s s e m b ly ­
w o m an  E le a n o r  M a la p a n e s : 
sa id . "1 th in k  i t  w o u ld  be.' 
good i f  w e c o u ld  c o m e  up> 
w ith  a  b i l l  t h a t  w o u ld  lo ck  
u p  A n c h o ra g e  so  w e  co u ld  
sh o w  S e n a to r  R o d e y  h o w  it 
f e e ls ."

M a rk  B e g ic h , a n  A n c h o r ­
ag e  a s s e m b ly m a n  a n d  th e -  
a id e  to  R o d e y  w h o  w r o te  t h e ' 
b i l l ,  s a id  t h e  b i l l  w o u ld  
b lo c k  c o m m e r c i a l  t i m b e r  
h a rv e s t  o n  s t a t e  la n d s ,  b u t  
le a v e s  a lo n e  b o ro u g h  la n d  
a n d  a l lo w e d  a c c e ss  to  it .

M a r th a  W e lb o u r n ,  w h o  
h a s  f o r  tw o  y e a r s  r u n  th e  
D e p a r tm e n t  o f  N a tu r a l  R e ­
so u rces  e f fo r ts  to  d r a f t  a  
S u s i t n a  R e g io n a l  F o r e s t  
P la n , s a id  th e  b i l l  w o u ld

r  'm o v e  I ro m  c o n s id e ra t io n  
a b o u t  tw o - th ir d s  o f  th e  a r e a  
t h e  p ia n  a d d r e s s e s ,  .

W e lb o u rn  s a id  th e  p la i}  
h a s p 'U V p n  d r a f t e d ,  so  i t  3  
to o  e a r ly  f o r  R o d e y  o r  a n y }  
o n e  e ls e  to  r e a c t  J o .  i t .  B u r  
s h e  s a id  t h e  p la n  is  m a n d a te ' 
e d  by. th e  S u s i tn a  A re a  P la tf , 
w h ic h  c a l ls  f o r  m u l t ip le  use;> 

.o f  th e .. la n d ,- in c lu d in g .fo re s t- , ' 
r y .  S h e  s a id  i t  w o u ld  n o t .b e  j  
w i th in  th e  PJM X eW jO he p la n  " 
w r i t e r s  to  o u t l a w  com m erv ;

R e e d e r 's  c o m p la in t  is  th a t  
b y  d r a f t in g  a  f o r e s t r y  p la n ,  
th e  s t a te  g iv e s  t h a t  u s e  p r i ­
o r i ty .  S h e  s a id  a  r e c r e a t io n  
p l a n  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  
d r a f te d  a t  th e  s a m e  t im e  to  
g iv e  it e q u a l  w e ig h t .

B u t  W e lb o u r n  s a id  t h e  
fo re s t  p la n  w o r k  h a s  a d ­
d re s s e d  r e c r e a t io n ,  f ish  a n d  
w i ld l i f e  re so u rc e s , a n d  o th e r  
c o m p e tin g  u se s.
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Fight brewing: 
Tourism vs. timber

AitlieMai-Su Borough’s 1991 Ixsdgetwindc 
its way through government halls, itissubjectto 
a variety o f pressures that push it this way and tug 
it that way. Politics and the clash o f competing 
interests sometimes dismpt the process, which 
could be the case in one budget section this year.

A small segment o f  the Borough Assembly 
appears interested in diminishing the borough’s 
commitment to our developing visitor industry. 
That lessemngofcommitmem would likely take 
the form of a shrunken Matanuska-Susitna 
Convention and Visitor's Bureau, the borou gh’s 
leader in adding to this important industry in the 
Valley.

Interestingly, those who would have the 
borough lessen or abandon its efforts in tourism 
are the same ones who seek to develop a viable 
timber industry in the Valley. It appears the stage 
has been set for a duel between two industries, 
tourism and timber, with the future shape o f  the 
VaDey stuck right in the middle.

Develop mem o f  a timber industry in the 
? . t l  Su remains a  topic of much debate. The 
lifestyle-versus-jobs argument is often heard, 
and in a way it is a  basic force L; the collective 
borough psyche. We can add to only one o r the 
other, some wrongly believe. We must have 
both.

The borough’s foray into tourism develop­
ment is soli young. Building and expanding the 
visitor industry is a long-tetro project with a 
long-term payback. Diminislung the local 
commitment to tourism now would set the bor­
ough back years, and it would guarantee that we 
would see no more tourism success stories like 
those in Talkcetnu and Big Lake.

A large group of European and Japanese 
travel agents was recently hosted by the MSCVB 
and Talkectna’s tourism vendors as pan of a 
marketing strategy that can mean important 
growth in local tourism The agents’ enthusiasm 
for the country, even in the village's sub-zero 
cold, was palpable. The Europeans' desire for 
independent travel and rustic accommodations 
innuniquesettingwaspafcctlysuitedtoTalkcctna 
and the rest of die Valley, and we expect greater 
demand for that in the future from Europeans 
and Americans alike. Bui only if we manage to 
let people know we arc here, and that task falls 
to the young visitor bureau.

It's one tiling for the Borough Assembly to 
support development o f a  timber industry in the 
Valley, but it shouldn't be at the expense of an 
already-established visitor industry with tre­
mendous future potential. The upcoming bor­
ough budget will tell us much about borough 
pricntks.

•is for 'he lifestyle-versus-jobs argument, 
the voters of the Valley will eventually rule on 
the wisdom of this Assembly s actions, and it is 
those same voters who will ultimately decide if 
we have a growing tourism industry, a umber 
industry, both, or neither.

‘W h a t  i s  y o u r  f a v o r i t e  p a r t  o f  F u r  R e n d e z v o u s ? '

Dixie Summerlin, housewife, 
Wasilla: This is my first sear io see 
the Fur Rendezvous. I lived in Dutch 
Harbor before moving here. I’m 
most excited about seeing die ice 
sculptures.

Jerry  Johnson, warehouseman. 
Anchorage: We usually start with 
the Ore works and then go io the 
Grand Prix. weight nulls, trade 
shows, ice sculptures. 1 guess you 
could say we just do everything.

Melissa Reynolds, student. Wasil­
la; My favonte pan is the rides, be­
cause they're fun and scary. I also 
like the ice sculptures and caung 
fret ch fries.

Kristtn Egbert, student. Wasilla- 
like the rides. 1 get cold but it's 0> 
because it's fun. I afio tike calm, 
candy apples and I war t to watch ut 
car races on the suceu.

I n  T a l k e e t n a  ‘w i l d e r n e s s  m e a n s  j o b s
n.v PAUL IIRATTON 

Make jobs not more wilderness. 1 first saw this 
bumper sticker plastered on a fancy Cadillac parked 
in Wasilla. REDCOR and ckhcr limber industry pro­
moters arc disuibuttng this to promote their philoso­
phy.

Ln Talkeetna we don't have many Cadillacs or any 
REDCOR bumper stickera, but it we did plaster a 
slogan on our super cubs, fishing boais, pickup 
trucks or dog sleds, it would read "Wilderness Pro­
duces our Jobs."

Commercial fishing and processing employs more 
people in Alaska than any other private industry. 1 
make my living gillnctling salmon and herring. 
There's no p ix e  on this earih tliat has been able u> 
maintain a healthy -jtmon fishery once the wilder­
ness is gone. There's no reason to believe Alaska 
w ould he an exception.

But you don't have In luik out to the coast to see 
titc jobs that the Susitna basin wilderness produces. 
I've been around Talkeetna for 17 years and have 
seen a few changes, but the major oitc is the devel­
opment and growth ol a * ddcmcss hascd recreation 
economy in the early '70s. Kay Genet guiding 
climbers, and Don Sheldon and Cldf Hudson Hying 
them was about it. Now I couldn't begin to list all 
the air raxrs. rocrhoat charter services, guides, out­
riders, loin operators and other businesses that de­
pend upon the tourism and outdoor recreation econ­
omy.

People in Talkeetna didn't just su around wailing 
for the stale or borough to develop a ski area or paik 
hoicl or umber industry to hand them a subsidized 
income Instead they huili an economy using renew­
able natural resources but not destroying those re­
sources. l ocal initiative found the niches where an 
individual, family or small business could suivise 
and make a profit 

Today this economy is threatened with nun by the 
stale and borough's reckless aueropts to create urn- 
N:r industry jobs at any cost. In coming weeks the 
Mat-Su Borough Planning Commission will be 
holding public hearings on a plan to encircle Tal­
keetna wuh blocks ol lands dedicated to commer­
cial limber harvest. That means road construction 
and clcarcumng on some of the most valuable wild- 
life habitat and remote rccrcauon areas us our com­
munity.

There is no surer or quicker way to destroy tic  
community character and wild country that makes 
Talkeetna an economically viable community,

This isn't just one man's opinion At a h.dl slozcn 
community mootings ovct the past three months. I 
have yet to hear a single resident suppxxt the bor­
ough's timber plan. In 17 years I've never seen this 
kind of unanimity before. The Umher plan has

occupy exactly the same position that the Comm 
nisi Party has in Eastern Europe unu - rtceni w ees 

When I made this analogy at a Planning Cumnti 
sion meeung, some lourid u objectionable. But 
contend the comparison ts valid. I inn not ascnbln. 
evil motives, merely pointing out thaa this group (x 
cupies the posiuon of a pany elite certain dial the. 

. .  , ,  , know better than those of us who li.ve from, and oi.
achieved some-hmg I wasn t sure was possible. It ,(* i^ p s  ihey intend to "develop. ") 
has united all elements of the Talkeetna community. |n contrast the community com.prehenstve plar 

Unfonunatcly this community consensus hasn I ning process is a fine csample of 'decentralized Jc: 
deterred die borough's single-minded drive to im* fcrsonian democracy. It may be slower and sect: 
plcmcnt widespread dearcuuing in the upper Susit* awkward, but in the long nut it is the only way c • 
na valley. This is especially distressing as more ccllcnl decisions can be made about die proper uw 
than 150 area residents are now participating in the 0f public lands. 1 encourage boiot.gh residents to a.

rsive planning pro- icnd hearings and contact Planning Commissu 
members to stop the dearcuuing juggernaut win. 
thxeatcnsiomciwdownourlorc.su..

1 hear that Palmer. Wasilla and Houston are tali 
ing about pulling out of the txuiiugb in Talkeeu. 
people are beginning to talk a lou t incorporation 
the borough attempts to impose I heir urr.ocr-cuUi.’ 
plans on o'ur community.

Unless the borough Icams to listen to ail it's cu 
zens, rather than nisi a handful ol c ec u l mterc 
promoters, borough olficials inay one day fin 
themselves administering a bom-.igh only the size t  
Rhode Island.

Talkeetna and Chase comprehensive planning pro­
cess to determine appropriate land uses and devel­
opment ducctions lor our community. Many who 
have dedicated their energies to this planning effort 
view ihc unseemly rash to impoi dearculling units 
here as n slap in ihe face to communuv self determi­
nation.

In an age when people all over the canh are insist- 
'"C on ihcr right to determine their own destinies, 
the borougn appear to be telling Talkeetna that we 
have tittle choice but to accept the dictates of > 
handful of special interest promoters and logging 
bureaucrats. I know the umber industry consultants.
pressure groups .and promoters,.along wuh their,-;. .V .
friends in govengncntg W jjJ JF .jje lie v r .rL ^ tt 'tC S jS S ! ' tttiJemef l.Jltet**

P o l i c e  i n v a d e d  p r i v a c y
By W. MICHAEL MOODY 

Die United Stales and Alaska Consutulions guar­
antee each citizen a right to pnvaey anil a right to be 
tree trom unreasonible searches and seizures. On 
Ocl 3 and 4. 1989, the Anchorage Police Depart­
ment occupied the Administrauon Building of the 
Anchorage School District, and searched the pre- 
mtses for two days. This unprecedented intrusion 
raises many senous quesuons which must concern 
cs cry thoughtful member of r.us community.

The search appears to lu .e  been a fishing expedi­
tion in the broaden sense. The search warrant 
■ *101,1 evurnce p su tn tng  to one named teacher. 

Ycfthe search as conducted was a wholesale inva­
sion ol the pnvaey ol others. It included the reading 
ol chilJien s test scores, personnel recants of many 
teachers and employees, cumculum and facilities 
reports and numbers of cubes fijes totally unrelated 
io the specific teacher.

One of the worst esamples was the reading r 
files of special education students. Who ts more it 
serving of pnvaey, protection and consrdcrain 
than special education students and their famihc 
Theu files contain extensive, pervru!. medica. 
family and psychological infoimauoo The files ar 
specully protected by state an d fcderaJ status. Whj 
possible justificauoo was there for uos invasion 
Who will be next?

We are also greatly concerned with the anemp1. 
of the Anchorage Police Department to sr-zr files i> 
anomeys for the Scnool District Cwnreumcauor, 
cctween auornes and client are pnvjedged. D 
wotk product ol the auomev is also protected < 
qualified privilege. These files should t< tnviolat 
except in the most exceptional circumstances Wtu 
possible tutuficauon was l)icre (or tha wholeur 
seizure of attorney -client materials': Wkuch cilizci 

.Continued on Page i)
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D o n ’t  l e t  S u s i t n a  V a l l e y  A s s o c i a t i o n  l o c k  u p  l a n d
B y R O B E R T  TV. L A N G  

It 's  time that this merry-go-round betw een Preser­
vationist and sound Multiple Use Management 
Practices ceases. I am referring to the front page ar­
ticle in the Frontiersm an, on Jan. 17, about the pro­
posed two thousand acre "Susitna V alley Remote 
Recreation A rea.”

A rc w e, the residents o f  Alaska, going to sit back 
and let a  person, to wit, Lois Reeder and her adhcr- Policy. It is the policy o f  the Stale to encourage the 
cnts in the A nchorage-based Susitna Valley Associ- settlem ent o f  its land and the developm ent o f  its rc- 
ation (SVA) tell us how  to run o u r state and the sou rccsb y  making them available for maximum use 
M at-Su Valley? consistent with the public interest. Section 2 - Gcn-

W ho is the SV A ? Look at their roles. They arc in- cral Authority. The legislature shall provide for the 
dividuals. organizations and businesses o f  whom utilization, developm ent, and conservation o f  all 
the m ajority arc  not from the M at-Su Valley, but natural resources belonging to the State, including 
rather, from the Anchorage area. T hey arc prcscrva- land and waters, for the maximum benefit o f its 
lionisis, a group o f  people who already have land people.... Section 4 - Sustained yield. Fish, forests, 
holdings, rem ote cabins, lodges, riverfront lots, etc., wildlife, grasslands, and  all other replenishablc rc- 
w ithin the M at-Su Valley who do  not want any sources belonging to the State shall be utilized, de- 
m ore people to  encroach upon them. They have ex- velopcd, and m aintained on die sustained yield prin- 
isting roads and trails to dicir places. They arc a ciple, subject to preferences among beneficial uses, 
well organized group 'hat have what they want. Section 5 - Facilities and Improvements. The Icgis- 

Thcy do not w ant anyone else to build roads and laturc may provide for facilities, improvements, and 
trails to land which they might acqu ire  from indi- services to assure greater utilization, development, 
viduals o r the state in the future, o r  to use its full reclam ation, and settlem ent o f  lands, and to assure 
potendal o f  N atural Resources under die M ultiple fuller utilization and developm ent o f  die fisheries. 
Use M anagem ent Concept, the S V A  is totally wildlife, and waters."
against die concept o f Multiple Use M anagem ent. Thcic arc 18 sections in all. Take die time to 

Apparently the SVA forgot to read die Consdtu- know  your Constitutional rights. Pick up a copy of 
don o f  the S tate o f  Alaska. Article VIII, "Natural die Constitution o f  die. State o f  Alaska at your ncar- 
Rcsources" reads in part: "Sccrion 1 - Statement of cst Legislature Information Office. In W asilla, the

M at-Su leg is la tiv e  Information O llicc  is in the 
Krcnik Building. The telephone num ber is 376- 
3704.

Arc you also aw are that there are still 22 surviving 
Delegates o f the People o f  A laska, w ho wrote our 
Alaska Constitution, which was adopted by the 
Constitutional Convention, o f  February 5, 1956? 1 
cannot begin to im agine what m ust be going 
through their m inds when they sec such organiza­
tions as the SVA deliberately violating our State 
Constitudon.

The SV A  say they arc not in opposition to small- 
scale logging. Therefore, sm all-scale logging to 
them m ust be nothing more than personal use per­
mits. They have been at the back dcor o f  every u m ­
ber sale presented and voiced their objections. Did 
you know that in calendar year 1989, there was not 
a single dm bcr sale offered for pubic auction in the 
Mat-Su Valley, due in part to die endeavors o f the 
SVA? Did you know that the workload o f forest ac ­
tivities at the Big lake office o f  the Alaska Division 
o f  Forestry, is such, that tw o foresters arc able to 
handle this workload on the approxim ately 1.2 m il­
lion acres, administered by that office? O f thr dozen 
or so forest technicians that work out o f  that office, 
only one is on year round, and his primary duties 
arc firc-rclatcd. The rem ainder arc all seasonal em ­
ployees because there is such a small workload.

Compare this to any o ther such com parable for­
ests in die Lower 48 or Canada. You would be a s ­
tonished at the amount o f forest activity that should

be in progress on some 1.2 m illion acres. O n Jan. 
10. there were on ly  lour dm bcr sa les offered a t pub­
lic auction at d ie Big Lake Office. I t 's  a miracle that 
these four ever m ade it through all the obstacles cre­
ated by such organizations as the SVA.

Did you notice that die cost o f  local forest prod­
ucts, i.e., lum ber, lircw ood. house logs, timbers, 
slabs, posts and poles, etc. went up in price this past 
winter, re: Frontiersm an Jan. 19. page three, and 
may go even higher, state officials said in die arti­
cle. A lot o f th is can be attributed to such organiza­
tions as the SV A . so long as they continue dicir a t­
tempts to lock up our land.

O ur forests a rc  growing older ju s t as we arc, and 
expiring loo. W e have alm ost as much over-m ature 
dead and dying com m ercial tim ber in die Mat-Su 
Valley as we d o  healthy stock, in pan  because we 
are unable to harvest it. Dead and dying forests in­
vite disease and insect infestation, and if  left un­
checked by sound  forest m anagem ent practices.

The SVA talks about tourism, how ever I do not 
believe die tourists, w ho som etim es spend thou­
sands o f dollars to  come to A laska, want to look at 
millions of acres o f  dead and dying or blackened 
forests.

If  we arc ever going to save our land from a  total 
"Land Lockup" and maintain it for M ultiple Use 
Management for all Alaskans to enjoy, now is the 
time to step forw ard and speak out.

R o h m  H’. I.ang is  a resident o f  Palmer.



'0  WANTS TO 
1. SEC YOU

W ill CALL 
AGAIN

PHONED WAS IN URGENT

V  ~ G fa cJL
DATE fTIME

FROM A REAC O DE

WANTSTO 
SEE YOU

CALL
BACK

RETURNED
CALL

WILL CALL ' 
AGAIN

PHONED URGENT





T E D  S M I T H
M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h  A s s e m b l y  

District 7

SB 430 AND SUSITNA VALLEY FOREST MANAGEMENT

SB 430 ,  a b i l l  by Sena to r  0a t  Rodey t o  e s t a b l i s h  the S u s i t n a  V a l l e y  Remote Rec rea ­
t i o n  Area, would remove a i t 2 . 3  m i l l i o n  ac re s  o f  s t a t e  l and f rom m u l t i p l e  use man­
agement and p r o h i b i t  any r e s o u r c e  deve lopment ,  r o a d s ,  o r  homesteads o r  o t h e r  convey­
ances to  p r i v a t e  p a r t i e s .
The b i l l  was d r a f t e d  by and in t r o d uc ed  a t  the  r e q u e s t  o f  the  S u s i t n a  V a l l e y  A sso c ia ­
t i o n  (SVA).  The SVA was formed t o  oppose a l a r g e  s c a l e ,  long term t im be r  s a l e  in the 
V a l l e y  p r opo sed  a lmos t  3 y e a r s  ago by the S t a t e .  Most t h i n k i n g  p e op l e  a l s o  opposed 
the s a l e  -  i n c l u d i n g  the  Mat-Su Logge rs  A s s o c i a t i o n .  The r e s u l t i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  led to 
the d i s c h a r g e  o f  the  then D i r e c t o r  o f  the  D i v i s i o n  o f  F o r e s t r y ,  f o l l o w e d  s h o r t l y  by 
the d e p a r t u r e  o f  h i s  b o ss ,  the Commiss ioner  o f  N a t u r a l  Re sou rce s ,  and the c a n c e l l a ­
t i on  o f  the  proposed s a l e .

Having won t h a t  b a t t l e ,  SVA was in sea rch  o f  a cause and found i t  in  the p lann ing  
process i n a u g u r a t e s  by the S t a t e  and a s im i l a r  p r o c e s s  unde r taken by the  Borough. 
They p r om p t l y  warned t h a t  t h e se  e f f o r t s  were a c t u a l l y  p a r t  o f  a p l a n  t o  l o o s e  hordes 
o f  l ogge r s  i n  tne  V a l l e y .  They t h e r e b y  c re a ted  t h e  myth o f  THE GREAT SUSITNA VALLEY 
CLEARCUT. Th i s  i s  a t im e -hono r ed  propaganda t e c h r i ^ u e :  e r e c t  a s t raw  man and then
proceed t o  ga in  p o i n t s  by d e s t r o y i n g  i t ,  but T “' n ' t  b e l i e v e  such t a c t i c s  have a 
p lace  in t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  p u b l i c  p o l i c y .

And make no m is ta k e  -  the l i k e l i h o o d  o f  c l e a r c u t s  c o v e r i n g  thousands o f  a c re s  o f  the 
Sus i tna  V a l l e y  IS  a myth. P r o v i s i o n s  o f  law, the  S t a t e  p lann ing  p r o c e s s ,  and na ture  
make i t  s o .  C r i e s  o f  "Beware the  l o g g e r s "  have t h e  same v a l i d i t y  as tne  f a b l e d  boys 
c ry  o f  "W o l f !  W o l f ! "

P r o v i s i o n s  o f  law i n c l u d e :  1 .  the  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r e qu i r emen t  f o r  s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d
management -  i . e .  t h a t  each y e a r  we can cut  o n l y  what we can grow. The land on which 
the t imber i s  grown must be a v a i l a b l e  f o r  the  e n t i r e  l eng th  o f  t ime nece s sa r y  to 
grow the n e x t  c rop  ( 8 0 - 1 0 0  y e a r s )  so t h a t  o n l y  10-12% can be cut each y e a r .  2 . the 
Fo r e s t  P r a c t i c e s  ac t  which r e q u i r e s  th a t  h a r v e s t  p r a c t i c e s  be n o n - d e s t r u c t i v e  and 
tha t  r e f o r e s t a t i o n  be comp le te  w i t h i n  5 y e a r s ,  and 3. m u l t i p l e - u s e  managment s t a t ­
utes which r e q u i r e  t h a t  a ba lance  be ach ieved between competing r e s o u r c e  uses .

The p la nn ing  p ro ces s  s e t s  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  s t a n d a rd s  f o r  u t i l i z a t i o n  a nd /o r  convey­
ance o f  p u b l i c  r e s o u r c e s .  The a r e a  cove red  by SB 430  i s  a l s o  cove red by the Sus i tna  
Area P la n .  The land use a l l o c a t i o n s  f o r  t h i s  p l a n  p lu s  l e g i s l a t i v e  d e s i g n a t i o n s  are 
snown on t h e  a t t a ch ed  c h a r t .  Fo r  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  the p e r t i n e n t  s t a t i s t i c  i s  the a l ­
l o c a t i o n  o f  l e s s  than 6 0 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  t o  f o r e s t  management. On a v e r a g e ,  o n l y  about 
6 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  (which i s  o n l y  1 /4  o f  the  a rea  in th e  P o i n t  MacKenzie ay p r o j e c t )  cou ld 
be ha r v e s t ed  each y e a r  and s t i l l  comply with the s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d  management r e q u i r e ­
ment o f  the C o n s t i t u t i o n .  The p l a n n in g  p rocess  a l s o  d e s ig n a t e s  b u f f e r s  to  be l e f t  
a long waterways and around l a k e s ,  s c re en ing  a lo ng  r oad s  and t r a i l s ,  and high value 
spec ia l  use a re a s  - a l l  o f  which a re  deducts f r om  the  acreage a v a i l a b l e  f o r  long 
term t imber  p r o d u c t i o n .

B o x  1 0 2 6  •  Willow, A K  9 9 6 8 8  •  4 9 5 - 6 6 3 7
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Natu re ,  combined w i th  the  p lann ing  p r o c e s s ,  makes th e  idea  o f  l a r g e  s c a l e  h a r v e s t  
a reas  p r e p o s t e r o u s  The comb ina t i on  o f  ma rg ina l  t im be r  and the  p r e v a l e nc e  o f  l a k e s ,  
s t reams and swamps with  t h e i r  accompanying b u f f e r s  makes i t  n e a r l y  im po s s ib l e  to  
f i n d  a s i n g l e  o p e r a t i n g  a re a  o f  as much as two s e c t i o n s .

So, i f  the  whole concep t  o f  l a r g e  s c a l e  l o g g in g  i s  im p o s s i b l e ,  i s  t h e r e  any reason  
to have a f o r e s t  management program? A b s o lu t e l y !  As n o ted ,  we can h a r v e s t  6 , 0 0 0  
ac re s  a y e a r .  Th is  c ou ld  be done in a number o f  s a l e s  o f  500 a c r e s  o r  l e s s  to  supp ly  
wood t o  3 o r  4 sma l l  s p e c i a l t y  m i l l s  making p an e l i n g  and o t h e r  p r o du c t s .  Th is  might 
p r o v id e  200  y e a r - r o u n d  p r i v a t e l y  f i n an c ed  j o b s ,  o r  about  tw ice  the  number expected 
f rom th e  Job Corps c e n t e r ,  which the  S t a t e  and Loca l  governments must s u b s i d i z e  f o r  
about $6 m i l l i o n .

I b e l i e v e  t h a t  a f o r e s t  management program o f  t h a t  s i z e  can be conducted so as no t 
t o  damage the  r e c r e a t i o n a l  o r  w i l d l i f e  r e s o u r c e s .  A f t e r  a l l ,  i t  would occupy l e s s  
than 6 %  o f  the  t o t a l  land in the  V a l l e y  and i t s  r e c r e a t i o n a l  and w i l d l i f e  b e n e f i t s  
would s t i l l  be m o s t l y  a v a i l a b l e  under t h e  m u l t i p l e  use c r i t e r i a  mandated by S t a t e  
law .  Any impact on sc en ic  v a l u e s  would be n o t i c e a b l e  o n l y  f o r  the  t ime n e c e s sa r y  t o  
g reen -up  a f t e r  r e f o r e s t a t i o n ,  say 10 y e a r s .  That means t h a t  the maximum impact on 
sc en ic  and r e c r e a t i o n a l  v a l u e s  ( i f  any) a t  any one t ime would be l im i t e d  t o  l / 8 t h  o f  
the t o t a l  land under f o r e s t  management. I t h i n k  t h a t  i s  a v e r y  f a v o r a b l e  c o s t / b e n e ­
f i t  r a t i o ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  the  o t h e r  b e n e f i t s  a v a i l a b l e  f r om  a managed f o r e s t .

P r im a ry  among th o s e  b e n e f i t s  i s  a c on t inued  s u p p l y  o f  wood f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  h e a t ­
ing ,  e t c .  and the  j o b s  t h a t  go with t h a t  h a r v e s t .  Most peop le  seem to  be in  f a v o r  o f  
a c on t inu ed  supp ly  o f  f i r ew ood  and house l o g s  and a re  no t  adamant ly  opposed t o  l o g ­
g ing ,  so long as i t  i s  sma l l  s c a l e .  I t h i n k  by s i z i n g  t imbe r  s a l e s  under 500 ac re s  
we can c on t inue  t h a t  b e n e f i t  w i thou t  damaging the  o t h e r  r e s o u r c e s .  A young f o r e s t  i s  
a l s o  more i n s e c t  and d i s e a s e  r e s i s t a n t .  F a i l u r e  t o  h a r v e s t  mature t imber  l e ad s  to
s i t u a t i o n s  such as we c u r r e n t l y  have on the  Kenai P e n in s u l a  with m o r t a l i t y  f rom the
spruce ba rk  b e e t l e  c r e a t i n g  a ve ry  s e r i o u s  f i r e  h a z a rd .  S t a t e  game b i o l o g i s t s  have 
a l s o  i d e n t i f i e d  the  ove rma tu re  f o r e s t  as a ma jo r  cause o f  moose s t a r v a t i o n  t h i s  win­
t e r .

None o f  these  b e n e f i t s  would be a v a i l a b l e  under  SB 4 3 0 .  I t  a l s o  u n f a i r l y  l i m i t s  p r i ­
va te  ownership t o  tho se  f o r t u n a t e  few who were f i s c a l l y  and p h y s i c a l l y  a b l e  t o  s take  
t h e i r  c l a im  under p r i o r  s t a t e  l and d i s p o s a l  p rog rams ,  and any pub l i c  b e n e f i t s  i t  
p u r p o r t s  t o  o f f e r  a re  a v a i l a b l e  w i thou t  i t .

I t h in k  t h a t  the  S t a t e  and Borough p l a n s ,  conducted with inpu t  f rom a l l  the peop le  
in S o u t h c e n t r a l ,  p r o v id e  a sound f ramework f o r  managment o f  the  p u b l i c  r e s o u r c e s  in 
the Su s i t n a  V a l l e y .  I d o n ' t  t h in k  those  p la n s  and the m u l t i p l e - u s e  management p h i l ­
osophy which u n d e r l i e s  them shou ld  be abandoned in f a v o r  o f  the  r e s t r i c t i v e  use p r o ­
v i s i o n s  o f  SB 4 3 0 .
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STATE LANO USE DESIGNATIONS 
IN  MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH

TABLE 1

(ACRES X 1000)

PUBLIC | 
RECREATION|

WILDLIFE | FOREST 
HABITAT |MANAGEMENT SETTLEMENT AGRICULTURE

1
TOTAL |

WILLOW SUB-BASIN PLAN 16.6 | 371 .0  | 6 6 .5 5 .5 4 4 .5 504.1 1

SUSITNA AREA PLAN v i) 1 ,5 55 .1  |
1

3 ,1 2 6 .S | 521 .5 4 ,3 9 1 .2 26. 1 9 ,6 2 0 .5  |

LEGISLATIVELY DESIGNATED:

-----------| -----------

I

GOOSE B, Y STATE GAME 
REFUGE

------ ---- | ....................

I
10.9 |

1
10.9 ;

PALMER HAY FLATS
.....................  1-----------

26 .0  |
...........................I ___________________

26 .0  1

SUSITNA FLATS
1

300 .8  | 300 .8  |

MATANUSKA VALLEY MOOSE 
RANGE 16.6 |

" .....................1.............................
i

101.7 | 85 .1

....... ................  1
I

203.4 1

WILLOW MOUNTAIN 
CRITICAL HABITAT

-----------| -----------

I
2 3 .0  |

1
2 3 .0  |

DENALI STATE PARK 421 .1  |
.......... .................I -----------

I 421 .1 I

NANCY LAKE STATE 
RECREATION AREA 22 .7  |

............... “ ' “ I -----------
I
I

...........................1
1

22 .7  |

WILL-OW CREEK STATE 
RECREATION AREA 3 .6  |

-----------| -----------

I
I

1
3 .6  |

HATCHER PASS PUBLIC 
USE AREA 5 .1  |

....... ....................I -----------
I
I

1
5 .1  |

SIX RECREATION RIVERS 240 .9  |

-----------| -----------

I
-

240 .9  |

TOTAL 2 ,2 8 1 .7  |
........................... I -----------

3 ,9 6 0 .0  | 673 .1 4 ,3 9 6 .7 70 .6 11 ,382 .1  I

PERCENT 20 .0 * |

-----------I -----------

3 4 .8%| 5 .9 % 38 .6% 0 .6 % 100 .0% |

N ote : (1 ) In c lu d e s  4 ,3 9 1 ,2 4 4  u n v e r if ie d  acres in  Settlem ent - t h is  is  b&sed on c o n ve rsa t io n  
w ith  ONR pe rsonne l re g a rd in g  s u rv iv o r  c la s s i f ic a t io n s .
In c lu d e s  19,897 u n v e r if ie d  acres in  A g r ic u lt u re  - t o t a l A g r ic u lt u re  f ig u r e  is  based 
on n a ra t iv e  in  p la n .

H I low  Sub-Basin P la n , S us itn a  Area P lan and Matanuska V a lle y  Moose Range f ig u re s  in c lu d e  
many areas  w ith  more than  one p r im a ry  d e s ig n a t io n .

A ll f ig u re s  fo r  W il lo w  Sub-Basin P lan  taken from  n a ra t iv e  o f  p la n  except P u t lic  R e c re a t io n . 
P u b lic  R ecreation  taken from  in fo rm a t io n  s u p p lie d  by DNR p e rs o n n e l.



Straight talk o n  evolving forest m a n a g e m e n t  plans
By BECKY LONG 

Let us have some straight talk on the two current 
evolving forest management plans that will affect 
Susitna Valley residents and users.

The state and borough plans are blueprints for 
logging and road access. The state Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) plan, called Susitna Re­
gional Forest Plan, is planning timber harvests for 
some 450,000 acres. Public hearings should occur 
in 1990. TTie Mat-Su Borough plan, called Borough 
Multiple Use Forest Management Plan, covers 
about 112,000 acres in 14 forest management units. 
Public comment was due Dec. 26. After that, the 
plan still will go through the Borough Planning 
Commission and the Borough Assembly, with its 
attendant public hearings. ,

I respectfully want to propose to the governor and 
the Mat-Su Borough administration that these tim­
ber harvest plans be put on hold until the Susitna 
Area Plan (SAP) is revised publicly in 1990. SAP is 
the guiding plan for land management decisions. 
Signed into law in 1985, the plan does call for ma­
jo r revisions and amendments if needed. The public 
has never been asked i f they want large-scale com­
mercial logging on their state and borough public 
lands. This crucial public policy question can be re­
solved through the 1990 revision. The governor's 
office and the borough administration are under a 
lot o f criticism for these plans.

Specifically, a 1990 public revision o f SAP is 
needed for the following reasons:

• Since SAP was signed in 1985, land-use patterns 
have evolved into social and economic conditions 
with different demands on public lands than envi­
sioned in SAP. Data, which has been gathered by 
the Habitat Division and the Susitna Valley Associ­
ation, shows this. State and borough agencies con­
tinue to ignore this data in their professional plan­
ning. Thus, the public is proposing a special legisla­
tive designation, the Susitna Valley Remote Recre­
ation Area, in order 'n recognize and protect these 
outstanding public values that support Valley econ­
omies, and have been ignored by the agencies.

• To the detriment o f all land uses, the 1985 SAP 
mandates have not been followed. It was mandated 
in SAP that "Each land management division with 
within ADNR and ADF&G will need to prepare de­
tailed regional implementation programs buity 
around the land-use designations and,guidelines

• The current forest management process is 
flawed, leading to an unrealistic planning agenda.
For instance, the draft report "Economic Impact Po­
tential for Forest Products in the Mat-Su Borough," 
prepared for DNR, is not adequate to responsibly 
plan a wood-products industry in the Valley. The 
report's timber harvest data base is incomplete, the 
forest acreage is incorrectly overestimated and the 
annual allowable harvest is miscalculated. Thus, all 
sorts o f unrealistic and misleading assumptions 
could be made to advocate a large-scale intensive 
timber harvest program. And, o f course, the exist­
ence o f the current economic uses o f the Valley is 
not addressed adequately. This certainly makes for a 
litigious situation.

All o f this points to the need for a revision o f our 
guiding plan.

Admittedly, it is hard to document the current 
use. Perhaps that should be the-job o f the stale and 
borough, rather than creating pie-in-the-sky plans.

Borough consultants in their June 1989 report 
"Economic/Market Feasibility; Timber Sale Imple­
mentation; Timber Sale Contracts/Agreements," 
state that in the Mat-Su Borough there are annual 
timber sales o f one to two million board feet each 
year on state lands, and the borough timber sale pro­
gram has averaged over one million board feet an­
nually and 12,000 to 13,000 cords o f firewood.

Borough Assemblyman Ted Smith stated in a 19- 
89 Spectrum article that 200,000 board feet in 1988 
were harvested in the Valley.

V_Jley legislator and co-chairman o f the House 
Resource Committee, Rep. Curt Menard stated in a

July 7, 1989 letter to the editor that "approximately 
19 million board feet of timber are to be offered for 
sale in November 1989. This compares with 4.5 
mbf in 1988 and 5-7 mbf in 1987. Moreover, there 
are currently 11 mbf o f timber in the Mat-Su which 
have been contracted out for sale but have not been 
cuL"

Whatever the statistical reality is, translate this in­
to everyday language: logging is occurring now on 
public lands. The public is clearly saying through 
community council, comprehensive plan, and envi­
ronmental group meetings that we do not need mas­
sive clearcut harvests and roads that favor corpora­
tions exporting our forests for chips. —

logs and roughcut lumt
e-

f  in our com-wood, ho 
munities.

Let us continue the present cutting agenda with 
better management and environmental improve­
ments. Let us favor small independent loggers in the 
Valley and personal use for firewood and building 
materials. This benefits our communities, the Susit­
na Valley, and the Anchorage Bowl for many years 
to come.

The state constitution states that '"Fish, forests, 
wildlife, grasslands, and all other replenishable re­
sources" must "be utilized, developed, and main­
tained on the sustained yield principle." With re­
sponsible use and recognizing the limits o f the land, 
the Susitna Valley has this now. Why won’ t the 
state and borough recognize this?

Becky Long is a Upper Susitna Vclley resident ac­
tive in land-use issues.

RECEIVED
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I have been w ork ing  on you r request fo r  in fo rm a tion  on ou r investment in Susitna va lley  
p lann ing . I understand that you wish to use this in fo rm a tio n  to exp la in  to exp la in  
Rep resen tative Larson 's opposition to SB 430 to constituents.
A sing le d o lla r  f ig u re  is hard to produce, because budgets from  m u ltip le  state and fe d e ra l 
agencies and the borough are a ffe c ted  back to 1980. H owever, you cou ld  use the fo llow in g  
in fo rm a tion  to e xp la in  the same point.

F ive  p lann ing  s ta f f  w orked from  1980-1982 to produce the W illow  Subbasin Area 
P lan  and from  1982-1985 to complete the Susitna A rea P lan .
The p lann ing  s t a f f  represents on ly  part o f the e f fo r t  expended on p lanning . O ther 
agencies in D N R , D FG , D EC , and D O T /P F  comm itted s ta f f  to research resource 
potentia l and land use and to negotiate the designations and guidelines in the plans.
Federa l agencies also supported this e f fo r t  th rough fu nd ing  fo r  research and 
inven to ry .
The public a lso invested time in the development o f  these plans through their 
extensive comments, p a rtic ip a tion  in workshops and pub lic  meetings, and meetings 
w ith in terest groups.
D N R  is cu rren t ly  p reparing the Susitna Reg iona l Forest P lan . Th is has invo lved  two 
years o f w ork  by agency s ta f f  and extensive time from  c itizens ’ groups. O ver 80 
groups have w orked w ith the c itizens ’ adv iso ry  comm ittee fo r  the plan.
C onsiderab le time and money have been spent pub lish ing reports on issues, public 
comments, and resources and c ircu la ting  d ra ft  plans fo r  pub lic review  and f in a l plans 
fo r  use by the agencies and the public . A lthough we charge 55 .00/copy fo r  the 
Susitna A rea P lan , the actual cost just fo r  p rin ting  is S40.00/copy.
D N R  estimates that the cost o f  doing deta iled management p lann ing and active land 
land management in the remote recreation area in SB 430 w ould tota l 51 ,017 ,000 from  
FY  91 th rough FY  96.

In short, borough governments, state and fede ra l agencies, interest groups, and the genera! 
public have invested a decade o f  s t a f f  time, research, trave l, and pub lication costs to 
address land use issues in the Susitna va lley . O pportun ities to help shape land management 
policies continue — in the next severa l months we w ill ho ld pub lic meetings on the d ra ft  
Kashw itna Management P lan and d ra ft  Susitna Reg iona l Forest P lan . In add ition , we w ill 
start ou r f i r s t  update o f  the Susitna and W illow  area plans la te r this year and there w ill be 
extensive opportun ities fo r  pub lic  invo lvem ent. I f  anyone would like  to get better

1 0 - J 4  m



a c q u a in te d  w ith  c u r r e n t  m anagem en t policies, copies o f  the Susitna  A rea  P lan  a re  ava ilr  Ac. 
We w ould  be happy  to add  any  in te res ted  c itizens  to ou r  m ailing  lists fo r  any  o f  these plans.

B a rb a ra ,  I hope this helps. Please call i f  you have  a d d i t io n a l  questions . I ’m so rry  fo r  the 
d e lay  in ge tt ing  this to you.

M a r th a  W elbourn, U n i t  M anager 
M anagem en t a n d  Resource  Plans

cc:- R ep . C u r t  M enard
Sen. M ike Szym anski 
T om  H aw kins  
G a ry  G us ta fson  
J a n e t  Burleson 
R on Swanson

Sincere ly ,
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F e b ru a ry  9, 1990 RECEIVED
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D e a r  M r. B ronson ,

T h a n k  you  for yo u r  D e c e m b e r  22 le t te r  co n c e rn in g  th e  S u s i tn a  B as in  R e c re a t io n  
Rivers  M a n a g e m e n t  P lan . I a po log ize  for th e  de lay  in  r e s p o n d in g  to  it. W e  a re  
cu rren tly  in  the  p ro c e s s  o f  com p iling  a n d  ana lyz ing  re sp o n se s  f ro m  o v e r  550 
a l te rn a t iv e s  w o rk b o o k s  a n d  the  m a n y  le t te rs  rec e iv e d  d u r in g  th e  c o m m e n t  period .

In  r e sp o n se  to  y o u r  first p o in t  ( fa i lu re  to  su b s ta n t ia te  th e  o p t ions) ,  w e  cons ide red  
inc lud ing  th e  costs  a n d  b en e f i ts  o f  e a ch  a l te rn a t iv e  in  th e  w o rk b o o k ,  a n d  dec ided  
aga ins t  it. T h e  w o rk b o o k  is c o m p r ise d  o f  24 m u lt ip le  a l te rn a t iv e  q u es tions .  T h r e e  o f  
the  24 qu e s t io n s  in c lu d e  a  ran g e  o f  a l te rn a t iv e s  fo r  o v e r  30  ind iv idual r iv e r  reaches .
W e  c o n c lu d e d  th a t  inc lud ing  cost a n d  b e n e f i t  in fo rm a t io n  fo r  e a c h  a l te rn a t iv e  w ould  
resu lt  in  a  w o rk b o o k  th a t  w as com plex  a n d  te d io u s  to  c o m p le te  a n d  expensive  to 
p roduce . In  ad d it io n ,  long w o rk b o o k s  o f ten  resu l t  in  a  low p ub lic  r e sp o n se  rate .

Until  fund ing  is a v a i lab le  to  c o n d u c t  a  s tudy  o n  th e  affec t  o f  la rg e -h o rse p o w e r  boa ts  
on  the  six rivers, th e  d e p a r tm e n t  is n o t  willing to  p ro p o se  h o r se p o w e r  regu la tions  
b ased  o n  e n v iro n m e n ta l  d a m a g e  it c a n n o t  d o c u m e n t .  T h r o u g h  a n  in s t r e a m  flow study 
a n d  the  r a n d o m  u s e r  su rvey  c o n d u c te d  last s u m m e r  th e  d e p a r tm e n t  m ay  b e  ab le  to 
quan tify  safe ty  a n d  r e c r e a t io n  e x p e r ien c e  c r i te r ia  w ith  w h ich  to  d e v e lo p  boa ting  
res tr ic tions  in  th e  d ra f t  p lan .

In resp o n se  to y o u r  s e co n d  p o in t  (w i thho ld ing  m a jo r  op t ions) ,  w h e n  th e  p lann ing  te a m  
a n d  advisory  b o a rd  id en tif ied  c u r r e n t  levels o f  d e v e lo p m e n t  a n d  c o n s id e re d  fu tu re  
levels, it w as  n ecessa ry  to recogn ize  th e  affec t  o f  p r iv a te  lands  o n  th e  p a t t e rn  o f  use  
on  pub lic  lands. W h ile  th e re  a r e  nea r ly  200 cab in s  a n d  lodges  on  th e  460 priva te  
pa rce ls  w ith in  th e  c o rr ido rs ,  th e re  a re  20 r e m o te  leases  (u n d e r  th e  land  disposal 
p ro g ra m ),  only o n e  lo d g e  u n d e r  lease ,  a n d  no  m a n a g e d  p ub lic  facili ties  on  s ta te  land  
w ith in  th e  co rr ido rs .  T h e  d e p a r tm e n t  c a n n o t  re v o k e d  lea ses  w i th o u t  cause  an d  is no t 
con s id e r in g  this o p t io n  for th e  co rr ido rs .  It can, how ever , r e m o v e  u n a u th o r iz e d  
s tru c tu re s  f ro m  s ta te  land  a n d  is p u rsu in g  this a c t io n  th ro u g h  th e  p ro c e d u re s  ava ilab le  
to it.

R R  Disk 1 L W /F e b r u a r y  9, 1 9 9 0 /B ro n so n
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M i k e  B r o n s o n
F e b r u a r y  9, 1990
P a g e  2

T h e  q u e s t io n  o n  r o a d s  w as d e v e lo p e d  b e c a u s e  th e  p u b l ic  id en t if ied  ro a d s  as a n  issue. 
T h e  p u b l ic  h a d  the  o p t io n  to  s e le c t  "yes" o r  "no" fo r  e a c h  a r e a  w h e re  ro a d s  m igh t  b e  
built in  th e  fu tu re .

O u r  in te n t  w as to  p r e s e n t  a  r a n g e  o f  g e n e ra l  a l te rn a t iv es .  T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  th e  
w o rk b o o k  w as  to  d e te r m in e  th e  g e n e ra l  type  a n d  level o f  m a n a g e m e n t  p re f e r r e d  by 
the  pub lic , r a th e r  t h a n  to  p r e s e n t  fully d ev e lo p e d ,  d e ta i le d  p ro p o sa ls .  T h e  p lan n in g  
te a m  a n d  advisory  b o a r d  will ca re fu lly  c o n s id e r  th e  issues, th e  costs  a n d  b e n e f i ts  o f  
the  a l te rna t ives ,  a n d  th e  p u b l ic ’s re sp o n se s  w h e n  they  d e v e lo p  th e  d r a f t  p la n  this 
Spring.

T h a n k  you  fo r  y o u r  c o m m e n ts  a n d  c o n t in u e d  in te re s t  in  th e  p lan .

Sincerely,

B ruce  T a lb o t  
P ro jec t  M a n a g e r

cc: L e n n ie  G o rs u c h
T o m  H aw k in s  
M a r ty  W e llb o u rn  
S e n a to r  K e r t tu la  
S e n a to r  Szym ansk i 
R e p re s e n ta t iv e  M e n a r d  
R e p re s e n ta t iv e  L a rso n

R R  D i s k  1 L W / F e b r u a r y  9, 1 9 9 0 / B r o n s o n



I t o k a  H > t a t e  H e g t s f l a t u r e
S enato r M ike Szymanski

M a r c h  13, 19 9 0

W hile in Session- 
P.O. Box V 

Juneau. Alaska 99811 
(907)465-4978

Interim:
3111 C Street. Suite 510 

Anchorage. Alaska 99503 
(907) 561-7617 

or
165 E. Parks Highway 
Wasilla. Alaska 99687 

(907) 376-6453

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: D i c k  B r a d l e y ,  L A A  L e g a l

F R O M :  S e n a t o r  M i k e  S z y m a n s k i  

RE: W o r k  D r a f t  6 - 1 8 0 0 E

P l e a s e  m a k e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c h a n g e s  a n d  a d d i t i o n s  t o  w o r k  d r a f t  
6 - 1 8 0 0 E ,  C S S B  4 3 0  ( C & R A ) :

1) P a g e  2, L i n e  2: C l a r i f y  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  " i n d e p e n d e n t "  to
s p e c i f y  t h a t  t h e  s u r v e y  n o t  b e  c o n d u c t e d  b y  a n o t h e r  s t a t e  agency, 
s u c h  as A D F & G /  b u t  b y  s o m e  o t h e r  r e s e a r c h  g r o u p  s u c h  as ICER.

2) P a g e  2, L i n e s  4-7: D e l e t e  l a n g u a g e  i n  s u b s e c t i o n  (c) r e f e r r i n g
t o  a r e a s  c o v e r e d  b y  t h e  m o r a t o r i u m  a n d  r e p l a c e  w i t h  l a n g u a g e
e x p r e s s i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  intent:

"In t h e  r e v i e w  of  t h e  S u s i t n a  a r e a  p l an, t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  
o f  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  s h a l l  c o n s i d e r  t h e  r e m o t e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  
a n d  r o a d l e s s  v a l u e s  f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e a s : "

3) I n c l u d e  t h e  a t t a c h e d  l e g a l  d e s c r i p t i o n s .

Senate District E
Mat-Su Borough • Su. Anchorage • BmMnJun •  GirJ».»>J • Nilt.sli • Cmper Und.ng • Hope •  SewarJ • Ptin.c W.lliam N«unJ
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6 - 1 8 0 0 E
B r a d l e y
3 / 6 / 9 0

1

O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r ( s ) : S E N . RODEY

IN  THE SENATE BY THE C&RA COMMITTEE

CS FOR SENATE B IL L  NO. 4 3 0  (C&RA)

IN  THE LEG ISLA TU RE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SIXTEENTH LEG ISLATU RE -  SECOND S E S S IO N

A B IL L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  s t a t e  l a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  g e n e r a l l y

a n d  w i t h i n  t h e  S u s i t n a  V a l l e y . "

BE I T  ENACTED BY THE LEG ISLA TU RE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

*  S e c t i o n  l .  AS 3 8 . 0 4 . 9 1 0 ( 5 )  i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

( 5 )  " m u l t i p l e  u s e "  m e a n s  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  s t a t e  l a n d  a n d  

i t s  v a r i o u s  r e s o u r c e  v a l u e s  s o  t h a t  i t  i s  u s e d  i n  t h e  c o m b i n a t i o n  t h a t  

w i l l  b e s t  m e e t  t h e  p r e s e n t  a n d  f u t u r e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  

[A L A S K A ], m a k i n g  t h e  m o s t  j u d i c i o u s  u s e  o f  t h e  l a n d  f o r  s o m e  o r  a l l  o f  

t h e s e  r e s o u r c e s  o r  r e l a t e d  s e r v i c e s  o v e r  a r e a s  l a r g e  e n o u g h  t o  p r o v i d e  

s u f f i c i e n t  l a t i t u d e  f o r  p e r i o d i c  a d j u s t m e n t s  i n  u s e  t o  c o n f o r m  t o  

c h a n g i n g  n e e d s  a n d  c o n d i t i o n s ;  i t  i n c l u d e s

(A ) t h e  u s e  o f  s o m e  l a n d  f o r  l e s s  t h a n  a l l  o f  t h e  

r e s o u r c e s , a n d

(B )  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  b a l a n c e d  a n d  d i v e r s e  r e s o u r c e  

u s e s  t h a t  t a k e s  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  s h o r t - t e r m  a n d  l o n g - t e r m  n e e d s  

o f  p r e s e n t  a n d  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  f o r  r e n e w a b l e  a n d  n o n r e n e w a b l e  

r e s o u r c e s ,  i n c l u d i n g ,  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o ,  r e c r e a t i o n ,  r e m o t e 

r e c r e a t i o n , r a n g e ,  t i m b e r ,  m i n e r a l s ,  w a t e r s h e d ,  w i l d l i f e  a n d  

f i s h ,  r o a d l e s s  a r e a s ,  a n d  n a t u r a l  s c e n i c ,  s c i e n t i f i c ,  a n d  h i s ­

t o r i c  v a l u e s ;

* S e c .  2 .  REVIEW OF SU SITN A  AREA PLAN. ( a )  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  n a t u ­

r a l  r e s o u r c e s  s h a l l  u n d e r t a k e  a n d  c o m p l e t e  t h e  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  S u s i t n a  a r e a  

p l a n  w i t h i n  t w o  y e a r s  f r o m  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  A c t .

( b )  I n  t h e  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  S u s i t n a  a r e a  p l a n ,  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f

- 1 -  C S S B  4 3 0 ( C & R A )
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n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  s h a l l  c o n s i d e r  r e m o t e  r e c r e a t i o n  a n d  t h e  d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  

r o a d l e s s  a r e a s  a n d  s h a l l  c o n t r a c t  f o r  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  e c o n o m i c  s u r v e y  o f  

t o u r i s m  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  a r e a  d e s c r i b e d  b y  t h e  S u s i t n a  a r e a  p l a n .

( c )  D u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  b e f o r e  t h e  s u b m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  r e v i s e d  S u s i t n a  

a r e a  p l a n  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  u n d e r  ( e )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  a n d  f o r  o n e  y e a r  

f r o m  t h a t  d a t e ,  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  m a y  n o t  c o n d u c t  

t i m b e r  s a l e s  o r  t i m b e r  h a r v e s t s  w i t h i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e a s :

( 1 )  S u s i t n a  R i v e r  B l o c k :

( 2 )  S u s i t n a  L o w l a n d s  B l o c k :

( 3 )  N o r t h e a s t  S i d e  o f  M t .  S u s i t n a  B l o c k :

( 4 )  T r a i l  R i d g e  B l o c k :

!!
25

26

27

28 

29

( d )  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  o n  t i m b e r  s a l e s  a n d  t i m b e r  h a r ­

v e s t  u n d e r  ( c )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  p r o p o s e  t i m b e r  s a l e s  

a n d  t i m b e r  h a r v e s t  i n  t h e  r e v i s e d  S u s i t n a  a r e a  p l a n .

( e )  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  s u b m i t  t h e  r e v i s e d  S u s i t n a  a r e a  p l a n  t o  

t h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r s  o f  e a c h  h o u s e  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  o n  i t s  c o m p l e t i o n .

CSSB 4 3 0 (C&RA) - 2 -
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O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r ( s ) : SE N . RODEY

IN  THE SENATE BY THE C&RA COMMITTEE

CS FOR SENATE B IL L  NO. 4 3 0  (C&RA)

I N  THE LEG ISLA TU R E OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SIX TE EN TH  LEG ISLATU RE -  SECOND S E S S IO N  !

A B IL L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  s t a t e  l a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  g e n e r a l l y

a n d  w i t h i n  t h e  S u s i t n a  V a l l e y . "
I

BE I T  ENACTED BY THE LEG ISLA TU RE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

*  S e c t i o n  1 .  AS 3 8 . 0 4 . 9 1 0 ( 5 )  i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

[A L A S K A ], m a k i n g  t h e  m o s t  j u d i c i o u s  u s e  o f  t h e  l a n d  f o r  s o m e  o r  a l l  o f  j

t h e s e  r e s o u r c e s  o r  r e l a t e d  s e r v i c e s  o v e r  a r e a s  l a r g e  e n o u g h  t o  p r o v i d e

u s e s  t h a t  t a k e s  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  s h o r t - t e r m  a n d  l o n g - t e r m  n e e d s  

o f  p r e s e n t  a n d  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  f o r  r e n e w a b l e  a n d  n o n r e n e w a b l e  

r e s o u r c e s ,  i n c l u d i n g ,  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o ,  r e c r e a t i o n ,  r e m o t e  

r e c r e a t i o n , r a n g e ,  t i m b e r ,  m i n e r a l s ,  w a t e r s h e d ,  w i l d l i f e  a n d  

f i s h ,  r o a d l e s s  a r e a s ,  a n d  n a t u r a l  s c e n i c ,  s c i e n t i f i c ,  a n d  h i s ­

t o r i c  v a l u e s ;

* S e c .  2 .  REVIEW OF SU SIT N A  AREA PLAN. ( a )  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  n a t u ­

r a l  r e s o u r c e s  s h a l l  u n d e r t a k e  a n d  c o m p l e t e  t h e  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  S u s i t n a  a r e a  

p l a n  w i t h i n  t w o  y e a r s  f r o m  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  A c t .

( b )  I n  t h e  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  S u s i t n a  a r e a  p l a n ,  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f

( 5 )  " m u l t i p l e  u s e "  m e a n s  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  s t a t e  l a n d  a n d  

i t s  v a r i o u s  r e s o u r c e  v a l u e s  s o  t h a t  i t  i s  u s e d  i n  t h e  c o m b i n a t i o n  t h a t

w i l l  b e s t  m e e t  t h e  p r e s e n  : a n d  f u t u r e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  •

s u f f i c i e n t  l a t i t u d e  f o r  p e r i o d i c  a d j u s t m e n t s  i n  u s e  t o  c o n f o r m  t o  

c h a n g i n g  n e e d s  a n d  c o n d i t i o n s ;  i t  i n c l u d e s

(A )  t h e  u s e  o f  s o m e  l a n d  f o r  l e s s  t h a n  a l l  o f  t h e

r e s o u r c e s , a n d

( B )  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  b a l a n c e d  a n d  d i v e r s e  r e s o u r c e

- 1 - C S S B  4 3 0 (C&RA)
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n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  s h a l l  c o n s i d e r  r e m o t e  r e c r e a t i o n  a n d  t h e  d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  

r o a d l e s s  a r e a s  a n d  s h a l l  c o n t r a c t  f o r  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  e c o n o m i c  s u r v e y  o f  

t o u r i s m  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  a r e a  d e s c r i b e d  b y  t h e  S u s i t n a  a r e a  p l a n .

/  ( c )  D u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  b e f o r e  t h e  s u b m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  r e v i s e d  S u s i t n a

a r e a  p l a n  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  u n d e r  ( e )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  a n d  f o r  o n e  y e a r

f r o m  t h a t  d a t e ,  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  n a t u r a l  r e s o u i c e s  m a y  n o t  c o n d u c t

t i m b e r  s a l e s  o r  t i m b e r  h a r v e s t s  w i t h i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e a s :

\
( 1 )  S u s i t n a  R i v e r  B l o c k :

( 2 )  S u s i t n a  L o w l a n d s  B l o c k :

( 3 )  N o r t h e a s t  S i d e  o f  M t .  S u s i t n a  B l o c k :

( 4 )  T r a i l  R i d g e  B l o c k :

( d )  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  o n  t i m b e r  s a l e s  a n d  t i m b e r  h a r ­

v e s t  u n d e r  ( c )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  p r o p o s e  ' . i m b e r  s a l e s  

a n d  t i m b e r  h a r v e s t  i n  t h e  r e v i s e d  S u s i t n a  a r e a  p l a n .

( e )  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  s u b m i t  t h e  r e v i s e d  S u s i t n a  a r e a  p l a n  t o  

t h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r s  o f  e a c h  h o u s e  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  o n  i t s  c o m p l e t i o n .
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Introduced: 5/7/89 6-0896A
Referred: Resources and
Finance

1 IN THE HOUSE BY THE RESOURCES COMMITTEE

2 HOUSE BILL NO. 356

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

5 A BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act establishing the Susitna State Forest."

7 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

8 * Section 1. AS 41.17 is amended by adding a new section to read:

9 Sec. 41.17.410. SUSITNA STATE FOREST. (a) Subject to valid

10 existing rights and except for land owned by or transferred to the

11 University of Alaska under a settlement agreement between the state

12 and the university, the state-owned or acquired land and water lying

13 within the parcels described in (d) of this section is designated as

14 the Susitna State Forest.

15 (b) The commissioner shall prepare a management plan for the

16 Susitna State Forest under AS 41.17.230.

17 (c) The commissioner shall consider and permit the uses de-

18 scribed in AS 41.17.230(e) within the Susitna State Forest subject to

19 findings by the commissioner under AS 41.17.230(f).

20 (d) The Susitna State Forest includes the state-owned or

21 acquired land and water lying within the following described parcels:

22 (1) Kashwitna Block

23 (A) Township 20 North, Range 3 West, Seward Meridian

24 Sections 3 - 1 0

25 Sections 15 - 22

26 Section 27: Wl/2, W1/2NE1/4

27 Section 28

28 Section 29: Nl/2, E1/2SE1/4

29 (B) Township 21 North, Range 3 West, Seward Meridian

•
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2 Section 15: W1/2W1/2, E1/2NW1/4, W1/2NE1/4

3 Sections 16 - 21

4 Section 22: Wl/2

5 Section 27: Wl/2

6 Sections 28 - 33

7 Section 34: Nl/2

8 (C) Township 21 North, Range 4 West, Seward Meridian

9 Section 36: El/2, E1/2W1/2

10 (D) Township 22 North, Range 3 West, Seward Meridian

11 Sections 1 - 3 :  Sl/2

12 Section 4

13 Section 5: El/2

14 Section 8: El/2

15 Section 9

16 Section 16

17 Section 17: El/2

18 Section 20: E1/2NE1/4

19 Section 21

20 Section 28

21 Section 33

22 (E) Township 23 North, Range 3 West, Seward Meridian

23 Section 3: Nl/2

24 Section 9: Nl/2

25 Section 16: Sl/2

26 Section 21

27 Section 28

28 Section 33

29 (F) Township 24 North, Range 3 West, Seward Meridian
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1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8 

9

10

11

12

®
15

16

17

18

19

20 

21 

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

Section 4

Section 5: El/2, SW1/4, SE1/4NW1/4

Section 8: Nl/2

Section 9

Section 10

Section 15

Section 22

Section 27

Section 34

(2) Petersville Road Block

(A) Township 24 North, Range 7 West, Seward Meridian

Sections 3 - 5  

Section 6: NEI/4

Section 8: Nl/2, N1/2S1/2, S1/2SE1/4

Sections 9 - 1 0

Section 18: SW1/4, SW1/4NW1/4, SW1/4SE1/4

Section 19: Wl/2, W1/2E1/2, E1/2SE1/4,

SE1/4NE1/4 

Section 20: Sl/2

Section 28: Wl/2

Sections 29 - 31

(B) Township 24 North, Range 8 West, Seward Meridian

Section 1: Wl/2

Sections 2 - 3

Section 5: SW1/4

Sections 6 - 8
Sections 10 - 11

Section 12: Wl/2, W1/2SE1/4

Section 13: W1/2NE1/4, SE1/4NE1/4
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Sections 17 - 20 

Section 22

Section 23: Wl/2, W1/2E1/2, NE1/4NE1/4

Township 24 North, Range 9 West, Seward Meridian 

Section 1 

Section 2: El/2

Section 11: El/2

Sections 12 - 13 

Section 14: El/2

Section 15: E1/2F.1/2

Township 25 North, Range 7 West, Seward Meridian 

Sections 3 - 4  

Section 6: Wl/2, N1/2NE1/4

Section 7: W1/2NW1/4

Section 8: El/2, E1/2SW1/4

Sections 9 - 1 0  

Sections 15 - 17 

Sections 20 - 22 

Section 23: Wl/2

Section 26: Wl/2

Sections 27 - 29 

Sections 32 - 34 

Section 35: Wl/2

Township 25 North, Range 8 West, Seward Meridian 

Section 25 

Section 36

Township 26 North, Range 7 West, Seward Meridian 
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