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Box 873542, Wasilla, AK 99667 
(907) 376-1060

RECEIVED
I’lW 1 1 9 9 0

F e b r u a r y  2 3 ,  1 9 9 0

H o n o r a b l e  M i k e  S z y m a n s k i  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P . O .  B o x  V

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

M i k e ,  w e  h o p e  y o u  h a v e  h a d  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t a k e  a  l o o k  a t  SB 

4 3 0  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  r e m o t e  r e c r e a t i o n  a r e a  i n  

t h e  S u s i t n a  V a l l e y .  A s  y o u  m i g h t  i m a g i n e ,  R EDC O R  d o e s  n o t  s e e  

t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  s u c h  a n  a c t i o n  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  i n  g e n e r a l  o r  f o r  t h e  

M a t - S u  B o r o u g h  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  R e m o v i n g  t h i s  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e  

b a s e  f r o m  t h e  e c o n o m i c  b a s e  o f  t h e  S u a t e  a n d  B o r o u g h  i s  u n t h i n k a ­

b l e .

S h o u l d  SB  4 3 0  p a s s ,  v e r y  f e w  p e o p l e  w i l l  b e n e f i t . .  B u t  i t  a p p e a r s  

t h o s e  w h o  d o  w i l l  r e c e i v e  g r e a t  b e n e f i t s .  T h e y  w i l l  h a v e  s u c c e e d ­

e d  i n  s e t t i n g  a s i d e  o v e r  t w o  m i l l i o n  a c r e s  a s  a  p r i v a t e  r e s o u r c e  

f o r  a i r  a n d  r i v e r  b o r n e  f i s h i n g  g u i d e s .  M a n y  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  

u s e  t h a t  a r e a  d o  n o t  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  M a t - S u  e c o n o m y  i n  t h a t  

t h e y  a r e  h e a d q u a r t e r e d  i n  A n c h o r a g e ,  T h i s  i s  m a d e  e s p e c i a l l y  

c l e a r  w h e n  w e  l o o k  a t  t h e  m a k e - u p  o f  t h e  g r o u p  r e q u e s t i n g  t h e  

l e g i s l a t i o n ,  t h e  S u s i t n a  V a l l e y  A s s o c i a t i o n .  I t s  i n e m b e r c u i i p  

i n c l u d e s  o n l y  7 0 0  M a t - S u  r e s i d e n t s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  L o i s  R e e d e r ’s 

e x p l a n a t i o n  t o  t h e  W a s i l l a  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e  a  w e e k s  a g e .

T h e  o t h e r  3 , 6 0 0  a r e  f r o m  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  e l s e w h e r e .

M o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  n e g a t i v e  c o m p a c t s  o f  t h e  b i l l  i n c l u d e :  i t  p e r ­

p e t u a t e s  A l a s k a ’s  d y i n g  f o r e s t s ;  c o n t i n u e s  t h e  m o o s e  h a b i t a t  

p r o b l e m  w h i c h  i s  c a u s i n g  n u m e r o u s  c a s u a l i ’ ^ s  t o  t h e  m o o s e  p o p u l a ­

t i o n ;  i g n o r e s  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  h a r v e s t a b l e  t i m b e r ;  a n d  d e n i e s  

o t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  e c o n o m i c  a n d  w i l d l i f e  a n d  f i s h e r i e s  m a n a g e m e n t  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  t h e  M a t - S u  B o r o u g h  a n d  i t s  r e s i d e n t s .

REDCOR u r g e s  y o u  t o  o p p o s e  SB 4 3 0  a n d  a n y  s i m i l a r  l e g i s l a t i o n  

w h i c h  m a y  b e  i n t r o d u c e d .  We h a v e  e n c l o s e d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  t h a t  

e f f e c t .

B u d d  G o o d y e a r  

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

E n c l o s u r e

l-i I I i
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Box 873542, Wasilla, AK 99687 
(907) 376-1060

R E S O L U T I O N  90-5

W H E R E A C , l e g i s l a t i o n  has b e e n  i n t r o d u c e d  in t h e  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  w h i c h  w o u l d  

c r e a t e  a S u s i t n a  V a l l e y  R e m o t e  R e c r e a t i o n  Area; and

W H E R EA S ,  the S u s i t n a  A r e a  P l a n  a p p r o v e d  by the M a t - S u  B o r o u g h  and S t a t e  of 

A l a s k a  e s t a b l i s h e s  g u i d e l i n e s  for l a n d-use in the S u s i t n a  Valley; and

W H E REAS, the S u s i t n a  A r e a  P l a n  does not r e c o m m e n d  the c r e a t i o n  of a S u s i t n a  

V a l l e y  R e m o t e  R e c r e a t i o n  Ar e a ;  nnd

W H E R E A S ,  n e a r l y  f i f t y - f i v e  (55) p e rc e n t  of all S t a t e  l a nd s  w i t h i n  the M a t a n u s­

k a - S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h  are a l r e a d y  c l a s s i f i e d  as P u b l i c  R e c r e a t i o n  and W i l d l i f e  

H a b i t a t  lands; and

W H E R EA S ,  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  the S u s i t n a  V a l l e y  as a r e m o t e  r e c r e a t i o n  a rea 

w il l  s e v e r e l y  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  S t a t e  and B o r o u g h  e f f o r t s  to d i v e r s i f y  the e c o n o­

my b y  e l i m i n a t i n g  all f o r m s  o f  d e v el o p m e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  t o u rism; and

W H E REAS, c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  S u s i t n a  V a l l e y  as a R e m o t e  R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a  will 

s u b v e r t  and s i d e - s t e p  p a s t  d e c i s i o n s  for s e l e c t i n g  l a n d s  u n d e r  the M u n i c i p a l  

L a n d s  E n t i t l e m e n t  p r o g r a m  b y  c l a s s i f y i n g  the  s e l e c t e d  l an d s  in c a t e g o r y  not 

c o m p a t i b l e  wit h  th e  reason the lands w e r e  sel e c te d ;  and

W H E R EA S ,  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of the S u s i t n a  V a l l e y  as a R e m o t e  R e c r e a t i o n  A - e a  

will p r o v i d e  an u n f a i r  e c o n o m i c  a d v a n t a g e  to e x i s t i n g  p r o p e r t y  (lodge) o-..<ers 

and s i g n i f i c a n t  n u m b e r s  o f  t o u r  o p e r a t o r s  o u t s i d e  th e  M a t - S u  B o r o u g h  b y  r e­

s t r i c t i n g  c o m p e t i t i o n ;

N O W , T H ER E F O R E ,  B E  IT R E S O L V E D  that R E D C O R  s t r o n g l y  o p p o s e s  S e n a t e  B i l l  430 

and an y  o t h e r s  w h i c h  will l o c k - u p  the S u s i t n a  V a l l e y  a g a i n s t  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  

s o u n d  r e s o u r c e  d e v e l o p m e n t ;  a n d

BE IT F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  tha t  R E D C O R  r e s p e c t i v e l y  u r g e s  the A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  

o p p o s e  this l e gi s l a t i o n .

P A S S E D  A N D  A P P R O V E D  by the R E D C O R  B oard o f  D i r e c t o r s  this 12th d a y  o f  F e b r u a r y  

1990.

AP P R O V E D :

ATTEST:

H a r o l d  N e w c o m b  

P r e s i d e n t

A n d r e w  R e i m e r  

T r e u s u r e r



P. 0 . Box 20
Palmer, AK. 99645-0020
7 Februa ry  1990

RECEIVED
a S e n a t o r  M i k e  S z y m a n s k i

a  paid C h a i r m a n ,  C o m m .  & R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  ' £ 6  1  2  199D
T “  C a p i t o l  R o o m  1 1  u

TIMBER p >  0 >  f i o x  y

sss J u n e a u ,  A K .  9 9 8 1 1  

M S :  3 1 0 0

D e a r  S e n a t o r  S z y m a n s k i ;

P lease f i n d  enc losed a copy o f  the th ree  page l e t t e r  I  wrote 
e n t i t l e d ,  "M u l t ip le  Use Management o r  SVA Land Lock Up". .

I  am ve ry  d isappo in ted  th a t  a la rg e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  i . e . ,  SVA, 
would d e l i b e r a t e l y  d r a f t  and suppor t  an Act such as the proposed 
2 .1 3  M i l l i o n  Acre , Su s i tn a  V a l l e y  Remote R e c re a t i o n a l  Area. This goes d i r e c t l y  aga in s t  our S ta te  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  the one t h a t  you 
are enpowered to support  and defend. I  am even more d isappo in ted  
tha t  the re are some o f  our e le c te d  o f f i c i a l s  in Juneau who would 
even cons ide r  s e l l i n g  out to a l a r g e  o rg a n i z a t i o n ,  by support ing 
an Act tha t  goes aga in s t  the g ra in  o f  our S ta te  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  
This 2 .13  M i l l i o n  Acre p iece o f  A laska i s  Pub l ic  Land, f o r  a l l  
A laskans , not j u s t  a s e l e c t  few.

I  ask th a t  you do eve ry th ing  w ith in  your power to  Stop t h i s  
Act dead in i t s  t r a c k s  and any o th e r  v e rs ion  tha t  may come be fo re  
you, whether i t  i s  2 .1 3  M i l l i o n  Acres o r  j u s t  200 Acres. I f  we 
a l low  these people to  ea t  away a t  ou r Pub l ic  Lands, acre by ac re ,  soon the re w i l l  be no open, Pub l ic  Lands l e f t  f o r  a l l  A laskans to  
en joy .  This land i s  f o r  a l l  o f  us to  en jo y ,  not j u s t  a s e l e c t  
few.

Thank you f o r  tak ing  the time to  l i s t e n  to  one o f  your 
in d iv id u a l  c o n s t i t u e n t s .  P lease keep me informed o f  your views on 
t h i s  sub jec t  and p rov ide me with any updated v e r s io n s  t h a t  may 
come be fo re  you. I  have inc luded my address f o r  t h i s  purpose. May 
I  hear from you soon.



MULTIPLE USE MANAGEMENT "OR" SVA LAND LOCK UP
The question i s ,  which w i l l  i t  be, the choice i s  yours i f  

you w i l l  speak up, now. I t s  time th a t  t h i s  Merry-Go-Round between 
P r e s e r v a t i o n i s t  and sound M u l t ip le  Use Management P r a c t i c e s ,  
ceases . I  am r e f e r r i n g  to the f r o n t  page a r t i c l e  in  the 
F ron t ie rsman , on 1 - 1 7 - 9 0 ,  the Proposed 2 M i l l i o n  Acre 'Sus i tna  
V a l l e y  Remote Rec rea t ion  Area" .

Are we, the r e s id e n ts  o f  A laska going to  s i t  back and l e t  a 
pe rson , to w i t ,  Lo is  Reeder and her adherents in  the , Anchorage 
based, Sus i tna  V a l l e y  A ssoc ia t io n ,  (SVA), t e l l  us how to  run our 
S ta te  and the Mat-Su V a l l e y ?  Who i s  the SVA, look  a t  t h e i r  r o l e s ,  
they are i n d i v id u a l s ,  o rg an iz a t i o n s  and businesses o f  whom the 
m a jo r i t y  are not from the Mat-Su V a l l e y ,  but r a t h e r ,  from the Anchorage a rea . They are p r e s e r v a t i o n i s t ,  a group o f  peop le who 
a l r e a d y  have land h o ld in g s ,  remote cab ins , lodges ,  r i v e r  f r o n t  
l o t s ,  e t c . ,  w ith in the Mat-Su V a l l e y  who do not want any more peop le to  encroach upon them. They have e x i s t in g  roads and t r a i l s  
to t h e i r  p lace s .  They are a w e l l  o rgan ized group th a t  have what they want, they do not want anyone e l s e  to bu i ld  roads and t r a i l s  to  land which they might acqu ire  from in d iv id u a l s  o r  the S ta te  in 
the fu t u r e ,  o r  to use i t s  f u l l  p o t e n t i a l  o f  N a tu ra l  Resources 
under the M u l t ip le  Use Management Concept, the SVA i s  t o t a l l y  
aga in s t  the concept o f  M u l t ip le  Use Management.

Apparent ly the SVA f o r g o t  to  read The C on s t i tu t io n  Of The 
S ta te  Of A laska . A r t i c l e  V I I I ,  "N a tu ra l  Resources" reads in  p a r t :  
S ec t ion  1 -  Statement o f  P o l i c y .  I t  i s  the p o l i c y  o f  the S ta te  to 
encourage the se t t lem en t  o f  i t s  land and the development o f  i t s  re sou rces  by making them a v a i l a b l e  f o r  maximum use c on s is ten t  
with the pub l ic  i n t e r e s t .  Sec t ion  2 - Genera l A u th o r i ty .  The
l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  p rov ide  f o r  the u t i l i z a t i o n ,  development, and 
conse rva t ion  o f  a l l  n a t u r a l  re sou rces  belonging to the S ta te ,  
in c lu d ing  land and wate rs ,  f o r  the maximum b e n e f i t  o f  i t s  peop le . 
S ec t ion  4 - Susta ined Y ie ld .  F i s h ,  f o r e s t s ,  w i l d l i f e ,  g ra s s land s ,  and a l l  o the r  r e p le n i s h a b le  re sou rces  be longing to  the S ta te  
s h a l l  be u t i l i z e d ,  deve loped, and maintained on the susta ined 
y i e l d  p r i n c i p l e ,  sub je c t  to p re fe rences  among b e n e f i c i a l  uses. S ec t ion  5 - F a c i l i t i e s  and Improvements. The l e g i s l a t u r e  may 
p rov ide  f o r  f a c i l i t i e s ,  improvements, and s e rv ic e s  to assure 
g r e a t e r  u t i l i z a t i o n ,  development, r e c lam a t ion ,  and se t t lem en t  o f  l a nd s ,  and to assure f u l l e r  u t i l i z a t i o n  and development o f  the 
f i s h e r i e s ,  w i l d l i f e ,  and waters .

There are 18 s ec t ion s  in a l l ,  to A r t i c l e  V I I I ,  Na tu ra l 
Resources . T a k e  the time to know your C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  R igh ts ,  
p ick up a copy v;f The C on s t i tu t i o n  Of The S ta te  Of Alaska a t  your 
nea re s t  L e g i s la tu r e  In fo rm a t ion  O f f i c e .  In W a s i l l a ,  the Mat-Su 
L e g i s l a t u r e  In fo rm a t ion  O f f i c e  i s  in the K ren ik Bu i ld in g ,  t h e i r  
te lephone number i s  376 -3704 . Are you a l s o  aware tha t  the re  are 
s t i l l  22 su rv iv ing  De legates  Of The People Of A laska , who wrote 
our S ta te  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  which was adopted by the C o n s t i tu t i o n a l  
Convention, on February 5, 1956. I  can not begin to imagine what



must be going through t h e i r  minds when they see such 
o rg an iz a t i o n s  as the SVA, d e l i b e r a t e l y  v i o l a t i n g  our S ta te  
C o n s t i tu t i o n .

The SVA say they are not in oppos i t ion  to  sm a l l - s c a le  
logg ing , t h e r e f o r e ,  sm a l l - s c a l e  logg ing to  them must be noth ing
more than persor.a.1 use pe rm its .  They have been a t  the back door
o f  eve ry  t imber s a le  presented and voiced t h e i r  o b je c t i o n s .  Did
you know th a t  in  ca lenda r  yea r  1989, the re  was not a s in g le
t imber s a le  o f f e r e d  f o r  pub l ic  auc t ion  in the Mat-Su V a l l e y ,  due 
in p a r t  to  the endeavors o f  the SVA. Did you know th a t  the
work load o f  f o r e s t  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  the Big Lake o f f i c e  o f  the S ta te  
D iv i s i o n  o f  F o r e s t r y ,  i s  such, t h a t  2 F o r e s t e r s  are ab le  to
handle t h i s  workload on the app rox ima te ly  1 .2  m i l l i o n  a c re s ,  
administe red by th a t  o f f i c e .  Of the dozen o r  so , F o re s t
Techn ic ians , th a t  work out o f  t h a t  o f f i c e ,  on ly  one i s  on year
round, and h is  p r imary du t ie s  are f i r e  r e l a t e d ,  the remainder are 
a l l  seasona l  employees, because the re  i s  such a sma l l  work load . Compare t h i s  to  any o th e r  such comparable s ize  f o r e s t s  in  the 
lower 48 o r  Canada, you would be as ton ished  as tc the amount o f  
f o r e s t  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  shou ld be in p rog ress  on some 1 .2  m i l l i o n  a c re s .  On 1 -1 0 - 9 0 ,  the re  were on ly  4 t imber s a le s  o f f e r e d  a t
pub l ic  auc t ion ,  a t  the Big Lake o f f i c e .  I t s  a m irac le  tha t  these4 eve r  made i t  through a l l  the ob s ta c le s  c rea ted  by such 
o rg a n i z a t i o n s ,  as the SVA.

Did you no t ic e  th a t  the cos t  o f  l o c a l  f o r e s t  p roduc ts ,  i . e . ,  
lumber, f i rewood , house l o g s ,  t imbe rs ,  s l a b s ,  pos ts  and p o le s ,
e t c . ,  went up in p r i c e  t h i s  pas t  w in te r ,  r e :  Front ie rsman 1 -1 9 -
90, page 3, and may go even h ighe r ,  s t a t e  o f f i c i a l s  sa id  in  the a r t i c l e .  A l o t  o f  t h i s  can be a t t r i b u t e d  to  such o rg an iz a t i o n s  as 
the SVA, so long as they cont inue t h e i r  attempts to  "Lock Up Our 
Land" .

Our f o r e s t s  are growing o l d e r  j u s t  as we a re ,  and exp i r in g  
too .  We have a lmost as much ove r  mature, dead and dying commercial t imber in  the Mat-Su V a l l e y  as we do h ea l th y  s toc k ,  in 
p a : t ,  because we are unable to h a rv e s t  i t .  Dead and dying f o r e s t s  
in\ i t e  d isease and in s e c t  i n f e s t a t i o n ,  and i f  l e f t  unchecked by 
sound f o r e s t  management p r a c t i c e s ,  i . e . ,  t imber h a rv e s t in g ,  our 
f o r e s t  w i l l  exp i re  and a long with i t ,  the f i s h ,  w i l d l i f e ,  h ik ing  
t r a i l s ,  scenery , c lean streams, e tc .  Did you no t ice  tha t  in some areas o f  the Mat-Su V a l l e y ,  l a rg e  b locks  o f  White Spruce are 
tu rn ing  brown. This i s  caused by the Spruce Bee t le  i n f e s t a t i o n ,  
which i s  in p rog re ss  in some p a r t s  o f  the Mat-Su V a l l e y ,  now. This i n f e s t a t i o n  w i l l  cont inue to  spread i f  l e f t  unchecked by 
sound f o r e s t  management p ra c t i c e s  o r  by a f o r e s t  f i r e ,  which could s t a r t  and blacken thousands o f  a c re s ,  in the v a l l e y .  There i s  nothing e l s e  so r ip e  f o r  a f o r e s t  f i r e  than a dead and dying 
White Spruce f o r e s t s .  Sound f o r e s t  management p ra c t i c e s  would 
a l low  us to u t i l i z e  t h i s  resource on a susta ined y i e l d  b a s is  and 
good s i l v e r c u l t u r a l  p r a c t i c e s  would in c rease  regene ra t ion  o f  new 
stock in a hea l th y  environment. The SVA t a l k s  about tou r ism , 
however I  do not b e l i e v e  the t o u r i s t ,  who sometimes spend



thousands o f  d o l l a r s  to  come to A laska , want to lo o k  a t  m i l l i o n s  
o f  ac res  o f  dead and dying o r  blackened f o r e s t s .

I f  we a re ever going to  save our land from t o t a l  "Land Lock 
Up", and maintain i t  f o r  M u l t ip le  Use Management, f o r  a l l  
A laskans to en joy ,  now i s  the time to step forvrard and speak out . Contact your l o c a l  S ta te  Senators  and Rep re sen ta t ives  now, and 
ask them to d e fe a t  the proposed 2 m i l l i o n  ac re ,  Sus i tna  V a l l e y  
Remote Rec rea t ion  Area and any o the r  such "Land Lock Up" p lans 
th a t  may come be fo re  them. Be ever w a tch fu l ,  because when t h i s  
proposed p lan goes down to d e fe a t ,  you can bet t h a t  the SVA w i l l  
be r i g h t  back with another p lan o f  s im i l a r  o r  s t r o n g e r  magnitude. I t  i s  our land ,  not j u s t  t h e i r s ,  t h e r e f o r e  come out f i g h t in g  f o r  
your C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  R igh ts ,  as mandated by law.

P. 0 . Box 20
Palmer, AK. 99645-0020

ta



PUBLIC OP IN ION MESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR SZYMANSKI

NAME: M IKE RODGERS 

T IT L E :

ADDRESS: P 0  BOX 073666
C IT Y : WASILLA Z IP : 99687

PHONE: 796-9925  
B IL L  NO: S3 930

B SUBJECT: SUSITNA VALLEY REMOTE RECREATION AREA
MESSAGE: I  AM OPPOSED TO THE PASSAGE OF TH IS  B IL L  AND I  WOULD APPRECIATE IT  

IF  YOU WOULD NOT SUPPORT TH IS  LEG ISLATION .

FOMID: 19009931

DATE: 02/20/90

T IM E : 0 8 :9 9 :3 1

LIONAME: MAT-SU L IO

COPIES: REPRESENTATIVES SENATORS

LARSON KERTTULA

MENARD FRANK
PEARCE

POURCHOT

ADAMS



PUBLIC OP IN ION hESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR SZYMANSKI DEAR: SENATOR SZYMANSKI

NAME: JACK DUNLAP 

T IT L E :
ADDRESS: PO BOX 418

C IT Y : PALMER Z IP : 99645
PHONE: 746-2352  

B IL L  NO: SB 430

SUBJECT: SUSITNA VALLEY REMOTE RECREATION AREA
MESSAGE: I  QUESTION THE INTENT OF THE B IL L  TO MANAGE AND PROTECT H ILO L IFE  

HABITAT. BY EL IM INATING  ANY COMMERCIAL TIMBER HARVEST YOU ARE ALSO EL IM INAT ING  

A VERY S IG N IF ICANT  CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT TECHNIQUE OF PROVIDING BROWSE FOR 

MOOSE POPULATIONS. ESPECIALLY IN  LIGHT OF TH IS  YEARS DEVASTATING W INTER . I  
AM STRONGLY OPPOSED TO SB 430 .

NAME: P H IL  MORTIZ 

T IT L E : DDSPRES. AK DENTAL SOCIETY 

ADDRESS: 4 00  WILLOUGHBY AVE .SU ITE  208
C IT Y : JUNEAU Z IP : 99801

PHONE: 5 8 6-1385  

B IL L  NO: SR 12 
SUBJECT: SUBSTITUTE
MESSAGE: I  SUPFORT THE COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR SENA E RESOLUTION 1 2 . PLEASE 

REJECT ANY AMENDMENTS TO TH IS  SENATE SUBSTITUTE. THE INTENT OF AN AMENDMENT IS  
TO REESTABLISH THE O R IG INAL LANGUAGE OF THE RESOLUTION. SENATE HESS REJECTED 

THAT RESOLUTION AND UNANIMOUSLY PASSED THE SUBSTITUTE WHICH I  SUPPORT.

POMID: 14125443  
DATE: 02/20/90  
T IM E ! 1 2 :5 4 :4 3  

LIONAME: MAT-SU LIO

COPIES: SENATORS

FRANK
PEARCE
POURCHOT

ADAMS

POMIO: 0 0130914  

DATE: 02/20/■>(> 

T IM E : 1 3 :0 9 :1 4  
LIONAME: JUNEAU L IO

COPIES : SENATORS

ADAMS

BINKLEY
COGHILL
DUNCAN

ELIASON

FAHRENKAMP

FA IKS
FISCHER

FRANK
HALFORD
JONES

KELLY
KERTTULA

PEARCE
POURCHOT

STURGULEWSKI
UEHLING

ZHAROFF



PSBsasK®!
PUBLIC OP IN ION HESSAGE PUBLIC OPIN ION MESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR SZYMANSKI DEAR: SENA'i OR SZYMANSKI

NAME: ROSE PALMQUIST NAME: JULIA  REEVES

t i t l e : T IT L E :

ADDRESS: PO BOX 870294 ADDRESS: 1733  GREEN DALE DRIVE

C IT Y : WASILLA Z IP : 9 9687 C IT Y : ANCHORAGE Z IP : 99504

PHONE: 376-0110 PHONE: 337-3537

B IL L  NO: SB 430 B IL L  NO:

SUBJECT: SUSITNA VALLEY REMOTE RECREATION AREA SUBJECT: SB 444  AND HB 515/PERS CREDIT

MESSAGE: THE MATANUSKA SUSITNA BOROUGH ASSEMBLY VOTED UNANIMOUSLY IN  OPPOSITION MESSAGE: PLEASE SUPPORT SB 444  AND HB 515 WHICH W ILL  F I

OF SB430 * EQUALITY AND FAIRNESS THAT IS  LONG OVERDUE IN  THE RET

POMID: 1 4172749 POMID:  03082742

DATE: 02/15/90 DATE: 02/15/90

T IM E : 1 7 :2 7 :4 9 T IM E : 0 8 :2 7 :4 2

LIONAME: MAT-SU L IO LIONAME: ANCHORAGE L IO

COPIES: REPRESENTATIVES REPRESENTATIVES SENATORS COPIES : REPRESENTATIVES REPRESENTATIVES SENATORS

MACLEAN FOSTER BINKLEY BARNES BOUCHER ADAMS

PETTYJOHN D A V IS , C . ELIASON BOYER BROWN BINKLEY

KUBINA LARSON FAHRENKAMP COLLINS COTTEN COGHILL

HOFFMAN SWACKHAMMER FAIKS DAVIDSON D A V IS , C . DUNCAN

WALLIS KOPONEN HALFORD D A V IS , M. DONLEY ELIASON

ULMER BROWN JONES ELL IS FINKELSTEIN FAHRENKAMP

SHULTZ RIEGER KELLY FOSTER FURNACE FAIKS

P H ILL IP S BARNES KERTTULA GOLL GRUENBERG FISCHER

GOLL GRUENBERG RODEY GRUSSENDORF HANLEY FRANK

D A V IS , M. ELL IS STURGULEWSKI HOFFMAN HUDSON HALFORD

DAVIDSON MILLER UEHLING JACKO KOPONEN JONES

MARTIN MENARD ZHAROFF KUBINA LARSON KELLY

JACKO NAVARRE FRANK LEMAN MACLEAN KERTTULA

FURNACE SHARP PEARCE MARTIN MENARD PEARCE

HUDSON BOUCHER POURCHOT MILLER NAVARRE POURCHOT

DONLEY HANLEY ADAMS PETTYJOHN P H ILL IP S RODEY

ZAWACKI F INKELSTEIN DUNCAN RIEGER SHARP STURGULEWSKI

FISCHER SHULTZ SWACKHAMMER UEHLING

TAYLOR ULMER ZHAROFF

WALLIS ZAWACKI

/BN

■<M
V:



I-IC02 Box 7342 
Palmer AK 99645 
February 12 ,  1990 R e c e iv e d

f t t f  Z 0 w o

Senator Hike Szymanski 
Alaska S ta te  L eg i s la tu r e  
P0 Box V (MS3100)
Juneau Al< 99011
Dear Senator Szymanski:
SB 430 has been in troduced in the Senate by Senator Pat Rodey to 
c re a te  the Susitna Val ley Remote Recreat ion Area. We r e s p e c t f u l l y  
request tha t  you vote against  SB430. Please cons ider  very c a r e f u l l y
the economic imp l i c a t i on s  to  the Mat-Su Borough. Can reserving i t  f o r
the ben e f i t  o f  the few spe c ia l  i n t e r e s t s ,  and the b i l l  i s  qu i te  c l e a r  
in t h i s  regard ,  serve the best economic i n t e r e s t s  o f  the borough as a 
whole? Now i s  the time to look a t  the economic r e a l i t i e s  o f  the 
fu ture  o f  t h i s  borough and s t a t e .  The o i l  w i l l  run out and i f  Alaska 
does not develop or make use o f  i t s  o ther  renewable resources  the 
ou t look  i s  p r e t ty  gloomy.
At a meeting o f  the Butte Community Council with John Duffy , the 
borough planning d i r e c t o r ,  on proposed uses o f  borough f o r e s t  land ,  A1 
suggested th a t  the borough timber land be put out to commercial b id ,  
f i r s t  to harvest  the commercial q u a l i t y  timber and bu i ld  roads,  
fo l lowed by is su ing  permits for  personal use on the remaining low 
grade timber,  and f i n a l l y  with r e f o r e s t a t i o n  f o r  fu ture  commercial 
use . Perhaps the borough and s t a t e  could  do t h i s  on a coopera t ive  
ba s i s .
How much wilderness and re c re a t i on  can the Mat-Su Borough a f f o rd  to 
fu rn ish  to the r e s t  o f  the s t a t e  and nat ion? I suspect tha t  i f  the 
a c tua l  d o l l a r s  o f  t o u r i s t  and r e c r e a t i on  income to  Alaskans was 
t o t a l e d  up i t  would not o f f s e t  sound commercial development o f  our 
land and l o s s  o f  tax base . How much economic support to our s choo ls  
can we a f f o rd  to lo s e ?  And, perhaps more to  the po int how much 
f in an c ia l  support  are the o ther  areas o f  Alaska and the nat ion w i l l in g  
to k ick  in to maintain the necessary s o c i a l  and educa t iona l  needs o f  
our area while we fu rn ish  t h e i r  f i s h ing  and play grounds?
IJe appre c ia te  the f a c t  tha t  you have to contend with competing fo rce s  
in your p o s i t i on  but when th i s  b i l l ,  or f o r  that  matter any o ther  b i l l  
tha t  would de t ra c t  from a sound economic base in our borough or s t a t e ,  
comes up f o r  your vote can you p lease give the above is sues  your 
c a r e fu l  cons ide ra t ion .
S in ce re ly ,

Albert and Lucille T. Frey



F eb r u a r y  9 ,  1990 RECEIVED

Senato r  Pat Rodey i ' tb  Z 0 S e n a t e  B i l l  430
P 0 Box V Juneau, AK 99811
Dear Senato r  Rodey:
This l e t t e r  i s  in  re fe rence  to  tbe b i l l  t o  e s t a b l i s h  the Sus i tna  
V a l l e y  Remote R ec rea t ion  a rea .  This b i l l  i s  not a t  a l l  necessa ry .
I t  w i l l  t o t a l l y  lockup the Sus i tna V a l l e y  in  f a v o r  o f  the cu r re n t  landowners, lodgeowners , a i r  t a x i  o p e ra t o r s  and the e n v i r o nm en ta l i s t s .  
How cou ld  you in t roduce  a b i l l  t h a t  would se rve  the m in o r i t y  i n t e r e s t  
groups l i k e  t h i s ?
A laska a l r e ad y  has ove r  50 m i l l i o n  ac res  o f  des ignated w i ld e rness  
and t h i s  does no t  in c lude  o the r  f e d e r a l  o r  S ta te  park lands which 
l im i t  use. How can anyone en joy the f i s h  and w i l d l i f e  i f  we c a n ' t  even ge t  to  i t ?  In  a rough f i g u r e ,  your b i l l  inc ludes  ove r  2 m i l l i o n  
a c re s .  Have you sa t  down and looked a t  the a rea  on a map?
Do you r e a l l y  want th a t  massive amount o f  land  s t r e t c h in g  from the A laska Range south to  a lmost  Cook I n l e t  r e s t r i c t e d  so t h a t  no t r a i l  
o r  road c on s t ru c t io n  cou ld  be done in  the yea rs  ahead? I f  so ,  why not j u s t  shut down the whole s t a t e ?  I t  i s  a lmost coming to  th a t  now 
with a l l  the p a r k s , r e f u g e s , and what a l l  t h a t  i s  in  A laska now th a t  
we can not get t o  to  use]
A laska i s  s t r u g g l in g  to  f i n d  new revenues from the s t a t e  as ide  from
the o i l .  I f  we can use the t imber in du s t ry  t o  he lp  us make a s tep  
fo rward  then why should we lo ck  up any land th a t  would p reven t  us 
from tak ing  t h i s  one sma l l  s tep fo rward? MANAGE i s  the word. Why c a n ' t  we manage the t imber to  make i t  u s e fu l  to  us f o r  yea rs  t o  come? 
Do you know what the word MANAGE means? I t  means: t o  t r e a t  wichca re ;  t o  handle o r  d i r e c t  with a degree o f  s k i l l ;  to  succeed in  
accomplish ing . Why c a n ' t  we manage the t imbe r .  Locking up t h i s  land 
i s  not. manaqing by a long sho t ,  nor i s  i t  p re se rv in g  o r  conse rv ing .
Locking up t h a t  land would be k i l l i n g  o r  ru in in g  the f o r e s t  ir . +-hefu t u r e .  Why d on ' t  you t a l k  the t o  peop le who wanted you to  in t roduce  
t h i s  b i l l  about th a t  o r  have they no common sense?

T ru ly  yours

W. E. F r i s c h  POBx 872912 
W a s i l l a ,  AK 99687

cc: Gov. CowperRep. Larson 
Rep. Mer'ai'r1 
Sen. SzSen K e r t t u l a



February 9, 1990 RECEIVED

F E B  2 0 IBsu
S e n a t o r  M i k e  S z y m a n s k i  

P.O .  B o x  V

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  S z y m a n s k i :

I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  e x p r e s s  m y  s u p p o r t  f o r  S B  4 30, c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  S u s i t n a  V a l l e y  

R e m o t e  R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a .

I a m  a n  e m p l o y e d ,  v o t i n g  r e s i d e n t  of M a t - S u  w h o  r e c r e a t e s  b o t h  s u m m e r  a n d  w i n t e r  

in  t h e  p r o p o s e d  a r e a .  W h i l e  I a m  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  o p p o s e d  t o  c o m m e r c i a l  l o g g i n g  

o n  s t a t e  l a n d s ,  in t h i s  i n s t a n c e  I a m  n o t  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  e i t h e r  t h e  state o r  t h e  

b o r o u g h  h a s  d o n e  t h e  g r o u n d w o r k  n e c e s s a r y  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  a l a r g e r  t i m b e r  i n d u s t r y  

w o u l d  n o t  h a r m  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  a r e a .  I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  se e  t h e  p e o p l e  of M a t - S u  

p o l l e d  o n  t h i s  i s s u e .

L y n n  F u l l e r  

B o x  1 8 1 4

P a l m e r ,  Ak. 9 9 6 4 5  

(907) 7 4 5 - 8 2 7 8
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l- t t !  2  0 1990

F e b r u a r y  1 0 ,  1 9 9 0

D e a r  M r .  S z y m a n s k i ,

I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  l e t  y o u  k n o w  

t h a t  I  am  v e r y  m u c h  f o r  t h e  s w i f t  p a s s i n g  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  

4 3 0 .

I  f e e l  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a l r e a d y  s u f f i c i e n t  d e s i g n a t e d  

c o m m e r c i a l  l o g g i n g  a r e a  a v a i l a b l e ,  t h e r e f o r e  i t  i s  i n  o u r  

b e s t  i n t e r e s t  t o  p r o h i b i t  f u t u r e  l a r g e  s c a l e  l o g g i n g  w e s t  o f  

t h e  S u s i t n a  R i v e r .

I  p r a y  t h a t  w h e n  y o u  a d d r e s s  t h i s  w o r t h y  b i l l ,  y o u  d o  

n o t  s i t  o n  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  a n d  t h a t  o u r  c a u s e  

w i l l  b e  p u s h e d  f o r w a r d  t o  a  p o s i t i v e  f u t u r e  f o r  

o u r  u n r e p l a c e a b l e  a s s e t .

Ql nPQ V*Q 1 TT
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A A  % :c î / , /dJAo. Klt

k.



F EB 2 00 £hft- 5£a<. S Z v w A  v S k f j
3 7  i ^ A Z - r r H i -  t  v  C ^ C £ a . O ^ ^ G

t h . S j i x t / v ^  i / a ^ £ / .  r > i y  y h r r s j C L y c

L x  Vfis, f r i f t x h J o O X / l  c - f c C L )r j r y  7 7 7

T  A M  S > ( f ( 0 >  f  7

f  r o  p o  s  4 k ~ , f t -  t X M a £ £ S 1  S > < - \ L  f t f i C d £

L j d ^ j  i  Q  P £ f r s \ o x '  a /  t A * ' '  7  7 "  ^ s - f i f  

y y  c m  <& , 'T  / '. £ d t  h - M s i>/—

& f l ~ L ^ A . - C ^ T S o 4  f ^ s s A ^ M c f - r ^ c S

6  X  f it- > V  S K A  f t - C M C  f r ^ - V

Z / V  T A L -  P S j S y - t ^ K -  X / A L l t - y ^ ,  U P

D K U L M *  p  ^  '

f  U d f r .  5 ' > P P “ L >  ' 7

. ^  K  t / £ J Z g / r f * > z n £  . T f t > 5  M s

A z t - f t y

_    T n  u S

^  f c A y  .

C o  j t f S m a f r n  _  , ^

‘ SiOJ f i f o m - i f y  7  A P i / o f t  / d o

f f f  n  C A M L &

<: 

i
{ l , C f > l h & - J ^  r

f t f l - iP  ^  ̂

n ^ f w x y  © v * > u u > ?  A o ^ c s



P E C E W £ D

FEB 2 0
ug. I O  Vr€eh>rujctrL'i 9 0

7 J d e a r  - S e n  c r f o r  S ^ y  m a n  5  k l ,
jL. c?m u/ri~fcn<^ L jo u  - f r o m  A l e x  Q n d e r

C n e e /c  . 7" m ovtsc / o u t  Aiens. -77^// Time. 2  y e a r s
t

ClCjO a f t e r  s p e n d h 'n p  s u m m e r s  h e r o  _̂ o r~ / 2  y e a r s . 

T h e  r e a s o n  X  m o v e d  d o  d-ho, S u s ' r d n q  V p / U y  u jq s  
d o  g e t  Q W O y  f t  Orh dtlGL CJC ids j  C cm rr>cd )O a o f  c ( 4 y  
l i f e  . M o V  X  u n d e r s t a n d  - T a t  T ies S t a t e  u a n t s  t o

j

b u i i c f  c o c c d s  d o  m y  q u i e t  n e w  C o m m u n i t y  u h ic h  u a A d  
j t o t a l l y  c h a n g e -  th e *  r e m o t e  o l l u m  <y£ T h e  c?n e^ . X  

a / s o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e y  u ja n t  d o  d r y  t o  M g  d h e s o  
m a r g i n a l  - fo r e s t s  dh r& c t'kn i ' n g  l ^ e  n cA u// [d h 'Q ^  o f  d h  CL 

arcX i use 11 r u i n i n g  dh<o v i s u a l  p u r i t y  o f  t l u
BuSf-b-i a  Valley udder ness. As a rcsi'dent of the, 
affected orca X  ujant do rcyisirr my opposition do 
reads anaf lo c jc y tag> <h - fh e  valley.

S e n a t e .  Jd'd I ' d S O  a d d i e s s e s - f h e  i s s u e s  
J t l vc  m e a t o n e d  s h o v e ,  . X  h o p e , yvC. c a n  c o u n d  
o n  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  S B  X 3 0 .

T h a n k :  y o u .
! c X o l c v a c o ^ CcD'vftzil



$

RECEIVED
F E B  2 0 isou

{•V

r

9 f*



I d -  / 3 k >  < 3 0 ( * £ 2 O

A



PUBLIC OP IN ION MESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR SZYMANSKI

NAME: LORRAINE BOHN 

T IT L E :

ADDRESS: 382? BALCHEN DRIVE 
CITY'- ANCHORAGE Z I P :  9 9 5 1 7

PHONE: 293-7070  
B IL L  NO: SB 930

SUBJECT: SUSITNA VALLEY REMOTE RECREATION AREA

MESSAGE: I  SUPPORT SB 930  AND ENCOURAGE YOU TO ACT AND MOVE THE B IL L  OUT OF 

COMMITTEE ON FEBRUARY 20TH . I  HAVE SEVERAL CABINS AND RECREATIONAL PROPERTY IN  
THE VALLEY AND WOULD L IKE  TO KEEP THE SUSITNA VALLEY AS A RECREATIONAL AREA. 

/CMR

POMID: 03179203  
DATE: 02/15/90 

T IM E : 1 7 :9 2 :0 3  

LIONAME: ANCHORAGE L IO

COPIES : SENATORS

FRANK

PEARCE
POURCHOT
ADAMS



PUBLIC OPIN ION MESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR SZYMANSKI

NAME: DONALD PETERSON 

T IT L E :
ADDRESS: BOX 770821

C IT Y : EAGLE RIVER Z IP : 99577

PHONE: 694-6779  

B IL L  NO: HB 19
SUBJECT: FOSTER CARE REVIEW BOARDS
MESSAGE: SUPPORT HB 1 9 . DO AWAY WITH DFYS POLIC ING THEMSELVES AT A COST OF 

$ 8 0 0 ,0 0 0  WHEN THEY DO NOT COMPLY WITH PO LIC IES OR PROCEDURES ANYWAY. /LO

POMID: 03155717

DATE: 02/13/90
T IM E : 1 5 :5 7 :1 7

LIONAME:  ANCHORAGE LIO

COPIES: REPRESENTATIVES REPRESENTATIVES SENATORS

BARNES BOUCHER ADAMS
BOYER BROWN BINKLEY
COLLINS COTTEN COGHILL

DAVIDSON D A V IS , C . DUNCAN

D A V IS , M. DJNLEY ELIASON

ELL IS FINKELSTEIN FAHRENKAMP

FOSTER FURNACE FA IKS
GOLL GRUENBERG FISCHER

GRUSSENDORF HANLEY FRANK

HOFFMAN HUDSON HALFORD

JACKO KOPONEN JONES

KUBINA LARSON KELLY

LEMAN MACLEAN KERTTULA
MARTIN MENARD PEARCE

MILLER NAVARRE POURCHOT

PETTYJOHN P H ILL IP S RODEY

RIEGER SHARP STURGULEWSKI

SHULTZ SWACKHAMMER UEHLING

TAYLOR ULMER ZHAROFF

WALLIS ZAWACKI

#

PUBLIC OP IN ION MESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR SZYMANSKI

NAME: J IM  PAGE 

T IT L E :

ADDRESS: PO BOX 072573
C IT Y : WASILLA Z IP : 9 9687

PHONE: 6 92-6027  
B IL L  NO: SB 430
SUBJECT: SUSITNA VALLEY REMOTE RECREATION AREA
MESSAGE: I  OPPOSE SB 4 3 0 . I T  CIRCUMVENTS THE PLANNING PROCESS WHICH HAS GONE 

ON SINCE 1 9 8 0 . THE SUSITNA AREA PLAN SHOULD BE FOLLOWED! WE SHOULD MANAGE ALL 

OUR RESOURCES INSTEAD OF LOCKING THEM UP FOR SPECIAL SELF SERVING INTERESTS. 

STATE LANDS ARE MULTIPLE USE LANDS AND SHOULD BE MANAGED AS SUCH!

POMID: 1 4172326  

DATE: 02/15/90  

T IM E : 1 7 :2 3 :2 6  
LIONAME: MAT-SU L IO

CO PIES : REPRESENTATIVES SENATORS

LARSON KERTTULA

MENARD FRANK
PEARCE 
POURCHOT 

ADAMS



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR SZYMANSKI

JAMES MINTON

P .O .BO X 190121 

ANCHORAGE 
248-1965  

SB 430
SUSITNA VALLEY REMOTE RECREATION AREA 
I  L IVE AND WORK IN  THE SUSITNA VALLEY.

NAME:

t i t l e : 
a d d r e s s : 

c m :  
p h o n e :

B IL L  NO:
s u b j e c t :

MESSAGE:
ACTION ON SB 430  IN  YOUR COMMITTEE. /CMR

Z IP ! 99519

I  URGE YOU TO SUPPORT AND TAK

POMID: 03122926  

DATE: 02/15/90  
T IM E : 1 2 :2 9 :2 6  

LIONAME: ANCHORAGE LIO

CO PIES : SENATORS

FRANK
PEARCE
POURCHOT

ADAMS
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PUBLIC OPIN ION MESSAGE PUBLIC OPIN ION MESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR SZYMANSKI DEAR: SENATOR SZYMANSKI

NAME: W ILL IA M  M COX, M .D .

T IT L E :

ADDRESS: 7806  LINDA LANE
C IT Y : ANCHORAGE Z IP : 9 9518

PHONE: 3 49-7080  

B IL L  NO: SB 430
SUBJECT: SUSITNA VALLEY REMOTE RECREATION AREA
MESSAGE: I  STRONGLY URGE YOU TO SUPPORT SB 430  TO CREATE THE SUSITNA VALLEY 

REMOTE RECREATION AREA. I  HOPE YOU W IL L  MOVE TH IS  B IL L  OUT OF COMMITTEE ON THE 

20TH OF FEBRUARY. /CMR

NAME: LORRAINE BOHN 

T IT L E :
ADDRESS: 3821  BALCHIN DRIVE

C IT Y : ANCHORAGE Z IP : 99517

PHONE: 243-7070  

B IL L  NO : SB 430
SUBJECT: SUSITNA VALLEY REMOTE RECREATION AREA

MESSAGE: I  SUPPORT SB 430 AND ENCOURAGE YOU TO ACT AND MOVE THE B IL L  OUT OF 
COMMITTEE ON FEBRUARY 20TH . I  HAVE SEVERAL CABINS AND RECREATIONAL PROPERTY IN  

THE VALLEY AND WOULD L IKE  TO KEEP TH IS  SUSITNA VALLEY AS A RECREATIONAL AREA. 

/CMR

POMID: 0 3 104815  

DATE: 0 2/15/90  

T IM E : 1 0 :4 8 :1 5  
LIONAME: ANCHORAGE L IO

COPIES : SENATOR 

FRANK

POMID: 03122327  

DATE: 02/15/90  

T IM E : 1 2 :2 3 :2 7  
LIONAME: ANCHORAGE L IO

COPIES : SENATORS

FRANK

PEARCE
POURCHOT
ADAMS



PUBLIC OP IN ION HESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR SZYMANSKI

NAME: DOROTHY GARRETT 

T IT L E :
ADDRESS: 1 8 07  KALGIN STREET

C IT Y : ANCHORAGE Z IP : 99504

PHONE: 3 33-7391  

B IL L  NO: SB i b

SUBJECT: NEGOTIATIONS BY PUBLIC SCHOOL EMPLOYEES

MESSAGE: NEED YOUR SUPPORT FOR AMENDMENT TO SB 15 TO PREVENT SCHOOL D ISTR ICTS 
FROM DENYING BARGAINING RIGHTS TO EMPLOYEES. PLEASE CONFIRM YOUR W ILLINGNESS 

TO HELP OF TH IS  CR IT ICAL IS S U E . /CMR

POMID: 0 3 173308  

DATE: 02/15/TO 

T IM E : 1 7 :3 3 :0 8  
LIONAME: ANCHORAGE LIO

REPRESENTATIVES REPRESENTATIVES SENATORS

BARNES BOUCHER ADAMS

BOYER BROWN BINKLEY

COLLINS COTTEN COGHILL

DAVIDSON D A V IS , C . DUNCAN

D A V IS , M . DONLEY ELIASON

E L L IS F INKELSTEIN FAHRENKAMP

FOSTER FURNACE FA IKS

GOLL GRUENBERG FISCHER

GRUSSENDORF HANLEY FRANK

HOFFMAN HUDSON HALFORD

JACKO KOPONEN JONES

KUBINA LARSON KELLY
LEMAN MACLEAN KERTTULA

MARTIN MENARD PEARCE

M ILLER NAVARRE POURCHOT

PETTYJOHN P H ILL IP S RODEY
RIEGER SHARP STURGULEWSKI

SHULTZ SWACKHAMMER UEHLING

TAYLOR ULMER ZHAROFF

WALLIS ZAWACKI

PUBLIC OP IN ION MESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR SZYMANSKI

NAME: STEVE STRUBE 

T IT L E :
ADDRESS: PO BOX 521155

C IT Y : B IG  LAKE Z IP : 99652

PHONE: 8 92-7760  
B IL L  NO: SB 430
SUBJECT: SUSITNA VALLEY REMOTE RECREATION AREA
MESSAGE: I  HEARD SENATOR RODEY'S COMMENTS TODAY REGARDING TH IS  B IL L . HE IS  

APPARENTLY UNAWARE THAT THE FOREST PRACTICES ACT EXISTS AND THAT DNR HAS 
SQUANDERED HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS OH MANAGEMENT PLANS FOR THE AREA.

IF  SENATOR RODEY DOESN'T TRUST PLANNERS AND FORESTERS THAN WHY PAY THEM TO PLAh 

AND TO MANAGE?

POMID: 14173245

DATE: 02/15/90

T IM E : 1 7 :3 2 :4 5

LIONAME: MAT-SU L IO

COPIES: SENATORS

RODEY

FRANK

PEARCE
POURCHOT

ADAMS

9



PUBLIC OPINION MESoAGE

DEAR: SENATOR SZYMANSKI

NAME: GARY BPETTRAGER 

T IT L E :
ADDRESS: HC01 6763-A 3

C IT Y : PALMER Z IP : 99645

PHONE: 745-7085  

B IL L  NO: S3 430
SUBJECT: SUSITNA VALLEY REMOTE RECREATION AREA
MESSAGE: I  OPPOSE SB 430  BECAUSE IT  L IM ITS  FUTURE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

SUCH AS TIMBER OR M IN IN G . EVEN RECREATION IT S E L F ! IT  WOULD 

PREVENT GROWTH OF THE MAT-SU EORCUGH AND PREVENT OWNERSHIP OF ANY 

EX IST ING  STATE LANDS IN  TH IS  AREA.

POMID: 1 4100257  
DATE: 02/16/90  
TIME'- 1 0 :0 2 :5 7  

LIONAME: MAT-SU L IO

C O P IES : REPRESENTATIVES SENATORS

LARSON KERTTULA

MENARD FRANK
PEARCE 
POURCHOT 

ADAMS



PUBLIC OP IN ION MESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR SZYMANSKI DEAR: SENATOR SZYMANSKI

PUBLIC OPIN ION MESSAGE

NAME: MARK NEBB 
T IT L E :

ADDRESS: FO BOX 2617
C IT Y : PALMER Z IP : 99645

PHONE: 746-1100  

B IL L  NO: S3 430

SUBJECT: SUSITNA VALLEY REMOTE RECREATION AREA
MESSAGE: THANKYOU SENATOR RODEY FOR SPONSORING TH IS  LEG ISLATION. I  AM OPPOSED 
TO LARGE SCALE LOGGING IN  THE MATSU VALLEY. I  SUPPORT THE SUSITNA VALLEY 

ASSOCIATION PLAN. I  HAVE LIVED IN  THE VALLEY SINCE 1 9 7 9 . PLEASE SUPPORT THE 

PASSAGE OF SB430

NAME: NANCY MC QUIRE 

T IT L E :
ADDRESS: BOX 456

C IT Y : NOME Z IP : 99762

PHONE: 4 43-5235  

B IL L  NO : HB 284
SUBJECT: PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT PAYMENTS
MESSAGE: DEAR SENATOR: PLEASE SUPPORT HB 284  FOR PROMPT PAYMENT BY STAT!

MUN IC IPAL GOVERNMENTS. SMALL BUSINESSES HEED TH IS  LEGISLATION BECAUSE THE 

BEEN HURT TOO FREQUENTLY BY LATE PAYMENTS. S INCERELY , NANCY MC QUIRE

POMID: 14145133 POMID: 11150315

DATE: 02/16/90 DATE: 02/16/90

T IM E : 1 4 :5 1 :3 3 T IM E : 1 5 :0 3 :1 5

LIONAME: MAT-SU L IO LIONAME: NOME INFORMATION

COPIES: SENATORS

RODEY

FRANK

PEARCE
POURCHOT
ADAMS



PUBLIC O P IN IO N  HESSAGE

DEAR: S EN A T E  SZYMANSKI

C IT Y : 

PHONE: 
B IL L  NO: 

SUBJECT: 

MESSAGE:

.m t
Z IP : 99687

■fCr ■■‘X i

NAME: HERMAN OLSON 

T IT L E :
ADDRESS: HC30 BOX 5938  

WASILLA 

373-9612  

SB 930
SUSI1NA VALLEY REMOTE RECREATION AREA
SB930 IS  AN OUTRAGEOUS V IOLATION OF IN D IV ID U A L  R IG HTS . LOCAL PROPERTY 

OWNERS ALONG OILWELL ROAD DO WANT O ILWELL ROAD UFGRADED TO A YEAR ROUND 2-WHEEL 

DRIVE ROAD. I  HAVE A TWENTY ACRE CHRISTMAS TREE FARM IN  THE AREA WHICH I  W ILL 

NEED 2-WHEEL DRIVE ACCESS TO IN  F IVE YEARS.

PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR SZYMANSKI

NAME: DANA OLSON 
T IT L E : AMBER LAKES NORTH HOMEOWNERS ASSOC.

Z IP : 9 9 6 8 7
ADDRESS: HC30 BOX 5938  

C IT Y : WASILLA 

PHONE: 373-9612  

B IL L  NO: SB 930
SUBJECT: SUSITNA VAL’ . REMOTE RECREATION AREA 
MESSAGE: THE AMBER LAKES NORTH HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION IS  AGAINST SB930 AS 

IS  W R ITTEN . OILWELL ROAD MUST BE UPGRADED TO A YEAR ROUND 2-WHEEL DRIVE R 

ALL THE WAY TO KROTO CREEK. PLATTED ROAD ACCESS TO ALL PRIVATE PARCELS ML 

RETAINED WITH NO L IM ITA T IO N S . VOTE NO TO SB930.

POMID: 1 9 139657 POMID : 19135029

DATE: 02/16/90 DATE: 02/16/90

TIME-* 1 3 :9 6 :5 7 T IM E : 1 3 :5 0 :2 9

LIONAME: MAT-SU L IO L IO N a ME: MAT-SU LIO

COPIES: SENATORS C O P IES : SENATORS

ADAMS ADAMS

BINKLEY BINKLEY

COGHILL COGHILL

DUNCAN DUNCAN

ELIASON ELIASON

FAHRENKAMP FAHRENKAMP

FA IKS FAIKS

FISCHER FISCHER

FRANK FRANK

HALFORD HALFOPB

JONES JONES

KELLY KELLY

KERTTULA KERTTULA

PEARCE PEARCE

POURCHOT POURCHOT

RODEY RODEY

STURGULEWSKI STURGULEWSKI

UEHLING UEHLING

ZHAROFF ZHAROFF

•  •  •



W i l d l i f e  

F e d e d d t i o i i  

o f  R l d s k d

Tha Alaska Affiliate of tha 
National Wildlife Fadaratlon

RECEl^t

February  9 ,  1990

The Honorab le Mike Szymanski 
Cha i r ,  Senate R eg iona l  A f f a i r s  Committee 
P.O. Box V Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Sena to r  Szymanski:

The W i l d l i f e  F ed e ra t ion  o f  A laska  suppor ts  l e g i s l a t i o n  
e s t a b l i s h in g  th e  Sus i tna  V a l l e y  Remote R ec rea t ion  Area.
The Su s i tn a  V a l l e y  i s  now used by members o f  WFA, and 
thousands o f  a d d i t i o n a l  A laskans ,  f o r  numerous and d ive rs e  a c t i v i t i e s — f i s h i n g ,  huv.ting, b oa t ing ,  s k i i n g ,  dog mushing 
and o th e r  a c t i v i t i e s .  I t  i s  a l s o  the s i t e  o f  hundreds o f  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  cab ins  o f  the r e s i d e n t s  o f  nearby c i t i e s — 
cab ins  which o f f e r  the p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  c L t y -dw e l l e r s  to  get 
i n t o  th e  A laska we a l l  l o v e .  A l l  o f  thes^i a c t i v i t i e s  and uses a r e  a t  r i s k  f r o  p ro p o sa l s  f o r  e x ten s iv e  t imber  ha rves ts  in  t h a t  a re a .
Advocates o f  l a r g e  s c a le  t imbe r  h a r v e s t ,  who wish t o  
e s t a b l i s h  a " f o r e s t  products in d u s t r y "  in  S ou thc en t ra l  
A la ska ,  f a i l  t o  r e a l i z e  th a t  th e  h ighes t  and bes t  use o f  the Su s i tn a  V a l l e y — from an economic as w e l l  as a r e c r e a t i o n a l  
p e r s p e c t i v e— re q u i r e s  th a t  t h e  p re sen t  c h a ra c te r  o f  the 
v a l l e y  be ma in ta ined . The a re a  now supports  a huge 
r e c r e a t i o n  in d u s t r y — p r im a r i l y  hunting and f i s h i n g — which 
c a t e r s  t o  both A laskans and t o u r i s t s  from ou t s id e .  These 
peop le  go t o  th e  Sus i tna  V a l l e y  because i t  i s  e a s i l y  
a c c e s s ib le  from nearby c i t i e s  and towns and, most 
im p o r t a n t l y ,  because o f  i t s  w i ld e rn e s s  q u a l i t y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
when judged by lowe r -48  s tanda rd s .  Extens ive  logg ing  in the a rea  and c r e a t i o n  o f  an in d u s t r y  a s so c ia ted  with m i l l s ,  w i l l  d e s t r o y  t h i s  aspec t  o f  the v a l l e y .  The p re sen t  economy 
a s so c ia t e d  with the r eg ion— an economy which i s  s t a b l e ,  
long - te rm  and t o t a l l y  compatib le  with the environment— would 
be des t royed  f o r  the new economy which would d e s t r o y  the 
e x i s t i n g  r e s o u rc e .

P.O. Box 103782 • Anchorage, Alaska 99510 
(907) 278-3420



The l e g i s l a t i o n  des igna t ing  the a rea  as the  Sus i tn a  V a l l e y  Remote R ec rea t ion  Area i s  needed in  o rd e r  t o  p re se rv e  the 
cu r r e n t  c h a ra c te r  o f  th e  v a l l e y .  The l e g i s l a t i o n  which has been in t roduced  p r o t e c t s  a l l  e x i s t i n g  uses o f  the  V a l l e y ,  
and even p ro v id e s  f o r  f u t u r e  l im i t e d  and compat ib le  
expansion o f  e x i s t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  We urge you t o  suppor t  
t h i s  importan t l e g i s l a t i o n .

S in c e r e l y ,

cc : Sena to r  A1 Adams
Sena to r  Steve Frank 
Sena to r  Drue P ie r c e  Sena to r  Pat Pourchot



PUBLIC OPIN ION MESSAGE

DEAR. SENATOR SZYMANSKI

NAME: TED CRENER 

T IT L E :
ADDRESS: POB 870657

C IT Y : WASILLA Z IP : 99687

FHONE: 376-5453  
B ILL  NO: SB 430
SUBJECT: SUSITNA VALLEY REMOTE RECREATION AREA
MESSAGE: VEHEMENTLY OPFOSED. WE DO NOT NEED ANY MORE DORMANT LAND IN  THE 

STATE OF ALASKA. WE HAVE TOO MANY PEOPLE ON WLEFARE AND
u n e m p l o y m e n t ; u n a b l e  to  m a ke  a  l i v i n g .

POMID: 14175352 

DATE: 02/21/90 

T IM E : 1 7 :5 3 :5 2  
LIONAME: MAT-SU L IO

REPRESENTATIVES SENATORS

LARSON KERTTULA

MENARD FAHRENKAMP
DAVIDSON ELIASON
JACKO FRANK

FOSTER HALFORD

NAVARRE STURGULEWSKI
FURNACE ZHAROFF

SHARP PEARCE
HUDSON POURCHOT

D A V IS , M. ADAMS



Ca ro l  Compton 
HC31 BOX 5175-V 
W a s i l l a ,  AK 9 9 6 8 f | E C E l V E D

Sena to r  Mike Szymanski 
P.O. Box V
Juneau, A laska 99811
r e a r  s ena to r  szymanski,
Hi! Thank you f o r  responding to  my l e t t e r  on senate B i l l  430 . In  
your r e p l y  you ind ic a ted  th a t  you wanted to  work toward an e q u i t a b le  and env i ronm en ta l ly  sound compromise and g ive  the Sus i tna  
V a l l e y  Remote Rec rea t ion  Area your f u l l  and c a r e f u l  c o n s id e r a t i o n .  
I  take t h i s  t o  mean th a t  you f e e l  the b i l l  has some me r i t  and 
shou ld  t h e r e f o r e  re c e iv e  your c o n s id e r a t i o n .  I  d i s ag re e .
In  my e a r l i e r  l e t t e r  I  i n d i c a t e d ' th a t  the S ta te  a l r e a d y  has the 
Su s i tn a  Area P lan th a t  governs management o f  the lands proposed 
w i th in  the Remote Rec rea t ion  b i l l .  I  b e l i e v e  t h i s  P lan  a l r e a d y  
s p e l l s  out the d e s i r e s  o f  the p u b l i c  on t h i s  area and I  b e l i e v e  the Area P lan i s  the means to  do any changes th a t  persons might f e e l  
a re warranted in a p a r t i c u l a r  a rea o f  the P lan .  I  do no t  f e e l  
compromises need to  be made f o r  t h i s  b i l l  because the proponents 
o f  the b i l l  shou ld be tak ing  t h e i r  concerns to  Department o f  
N a tu ra l  Resources and have them taken b e fo r e  the pu b l ic  through the 
p lann ing  p rocess .
I  p e r s o n a l l y  do not f e e l  l o c k in g  t h i s  massive a rea  in  the Sus i tna  
V a l l e y  w i l l  se rve anyone to  any good purpose , with the excep t ion  
o f  those th a t  are spearheading t h i s  b i l l  as p r i v a t e  land  h o ld e r s .  
The S ta te  o f  A laska was t o l d  by the L e g i s l a t u r e  to  o f f e r  land  to  
the p ub l ic  f o r  d i s p o sa l  i n t o  p r i v a t e  ownership and as f a r  as I  know 
th a t  mandate i s  s t i l l  in  f o r c e .  I  do not b e l i e v e  i t  would be 
se rv in g  A la sk a 's  bes t  i n t e r e s t s  to  c lo s e  the Sus i tna  V a l l e y  to  
f u t u r e  land s a l e s .  And I  b e l i e v e  th a t  the t imber in d u s t r y  can p la y  
an important r o l e  in deve lop ing  the Sus i tna  V a l l e y .  With 
env i ronmenta l watchdogs around today no t imber o p e ra t o r  w i l l  eve r 
get away with going out and rap ing  the Sus i tna  V a l l e y  o f  a l l  i t s  
t r e e s - - l  d on ' t  b e l i e v e  the t imber o p e ra to r s  would eve r work th a t  
way and I  d on ' t  b e l i e v e  the c i t i z e n s  o f  the V a l l e y  would eve r  want t h a t .  My p o in t  i s  th a t  the su s i tn a  V a l l e y  w i l l  s u rv iv e  w ithout 
having to  become a r o ad le s s  area and an area locked  up to  a l l  but 
a c e r t a i n  few land owners. I  b e l i e v e  more access in t o  the area 
would be good f o r  the V a l l e y  in  f a c t .  I t  w i l l  a l l ow  peop le  to  be 
ab le  to  d isp e rs e  ove r  a l a r g e r  a rea o f  land where now they have to  f i g h t  to  get to  a spot a long the Parks Highway road system. We 
a c t u a l l y  NEED more a c ce s s ib le  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  t o  the 
p u b l i c  in t h i s  S ta te  because the re  a re j u s t  too few p laces  to  go 
and too  many peop le th a t  want to  en jo y  th a t  type o f  r e c r e a t i o n .

FEB 2 7  W U
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I  d on ' t  b e l i e v e  compromises are necessa ry  a t  t h i s  p o in t  in  time to  
accommodate SB 430 . We a c t u a l l y  need more a c c e s s ib le  r e c r e a t i o n a l  
o p p o r tu n i t i e s  f o r  the peop le  in  A laska .
Thank you again .
S in c e r e l y ,

C u j .V X

cc: Ron Larson Curt Menard 
Pat Rodey
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February 20, 1990

Diane and Brian Okonek 

P.O. Pox 566
Talkeetna, Alaska ?%%••

Senate Resource Committee Members 

Juneau, Alaska

RF: Senate Bill 430

Dear Senate Resource Committee Members,

W e  a r e  in f a v o r  of S e n a t e  Pill 4 3 0  w h i c h  w o u l d  e s t a b l i s h  the S u s i t n a  V a l l e y  

Remote Recreation Area.

R e s i d e s  b e i n g  r e s i d e n t s  of T a l k e e t n a  w e  a l s o  o w n  and o p e r a t e  a g u i d i n g  

business which specializes in mountain climbing, hiking and rafting.

There is a growing tourism industry in the Susitna Valley. These tourist co m e  
from within the Matanuska-Susitna Borough, Anchorage, other parts of Alaska, 
the L o w e r  4S and from around the world. They come to enjoy the scenic beauty, 

the forest and the rivers, the wildlife and the fish. They come here because 

of the r e m o t e  c h a r a c t e r  of the are a  a n d  the u n s p o i l e d  l a n d s  w i t h i n  it. 

T o u r i s m  is a lon g  te r m ,  r e n e w a b l e  r e s o u r c e .  A l a s k a n  t o u r i s t  u n a n i m o u s l y  

agree, h o w e v e r ,  that it is the w i l d e r n e s s  Lhat they c a m e  to see, to feel and 

to experience. To maintain our tourism economy and to allow it to grow it is 

vital tha t  the lan d  of the S u s i t n a  V a l l e y  is p r o t e c t e d  so its w i l d e r n e s s  

character does not disappear.

T h e  S u s i t n a  R e g i o n a l  F o r e s t  P l a n  h as n o t  a d d r e s s e d  the i m p a c t  i n c r e a s e d  

l o g g i n g  w o u l d  h a v e  on the e n v i r o m e n t ,  l i f e s t y l e  and e c o n o m y  of the S u s i t n a  

V a l ley. T h e  S t a t e  n e e d s  to f i n d  out w h a t  i m p a c t  l o g g i n g  w o u l d  h a v e  on o t h e r  

industries (commercial fishing, sports fishing, flightseeing, river rafting, 

r e m o t e  lodges, etc.) b e f o r e  c o n t i n u e i n g  w i t h  any l o g g i n g  plans. W e  b e l i e v e  

that large scale logging and the construction of roads that would be required 

would have a detrimental effect on the tourism industry.

We also strongly support the creation of a Talkeetna Remote Recreation Area, 

Thank you for your consideration of our comments.

Diane and Brian Okonek

' y ^ .

S i n c e r e ! y ,



G A B B E B T ’S C A M P
F e b r u a r y  2 1 ,  1 9 9 0

S e n a t o r  S y z a a n s k i ,
A i a s . l t a S t a t e  L e q i s l a t . j r e  
P . O .  B o x  V 
J u n e a u ,  AK 9 9 6 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  S z y a a n s k i ,

Hy nacte. i e  C a t h y  G a t h e r  t  .  I  or? a  r e e l  d e n t  o f  A l e x a n d e r  C r e e k .  I  
h a v e  w o r k e d  h e r e  f o r  t e n  y e a r s . ,  a n d  l i v e d  h e r e ,  f o r  e i g h t  y e a r s .  
My h u s b a n d  a n d  n y s e l f  own a n d  o p e r a t e  a  s p o r t ,  f i s h i n g  a n d  h u n t i n g  
l o d g e  o n  A l e x a n d e r  C r e e k .  T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  p r o p o s e d  h i  l i e  
c u r r e n t l y  b e f o r e  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  c a n  d i r e c t l y  i m p a c t  my 
l i f e . a t . y l e  a n d  my l i v l i h o o d .

I  w h o l e  h e a r h e d l y  SUPPORT  SB  4 3 0 ,  S e n a t o r  R o d e y ' a  p r o p o s a l  f o r  a  
S u s i t n a  V a l l e y  R e m o t e  R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a .  I  am o p p o s e d  t o
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M e n a r d ' a  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  S u s i t n a  
R e g i o n a l  F o r e s t .  P l a n .  I  am I n  f a v o r  o f  c u r r e n t  p r o p o s a l s  t o  amend  
a n d  i m p r o v e  t h e  F o r e s t .  P r a c t i c e s  A c t . ,  a s  t h e y  w e r e  w r i t t e n .  I t  i s  
e s s e n t i a l  t h a t ,  m a n d a t o r y  b u f f e r s  o n  a l l  s t r e a m s  h e  m a i n t a i n e d  a n d  
e n f o r c e d .

I  am a  p a r t  o f  a n  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  g r o w i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n  t h e  S u s i t n a  
V a l l e y ,  a n d  c o m m e r c i a l  t i m b e r  h a r v e s t i n g  w o u l d  b e  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  
t h a t  I n d u s t r y  < TO UR ISM ,  REMOTE RECREAT ION ! ) .  A s  a  g r o u p  we.
c o n t r i b u t e ,  t o  t  h e  e c o n o m y  o f  th e .  S t a t e ,  N a t a n u s k a - S u s i  t n a  B o r o u g h  
a n d  A n c h o r a g e .  I  d o  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  t h e  S u s i t n a  A r e a  P l a n
m a n d a t e s  f o i - e . s t . y  < c .om me rc . i a l  t i m b e r  h a r v e s t . . )  a s  t.he. p r i m a r y  a n d
o n l y  use .  f o r  S t a t e  l a n d s  i n  t h e  S u s i t n a  V a l l e y .  I t .  i s  my
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t .  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t .  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  i s  
d e m a n d i n g  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  t h i s  a r e a  t o  p r o v i d e ,  f o r  t h e  
p e r p e t u a t i o n  o f  r e m o t e  r e c r e a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s .  P l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  
e x i s t i n g  u s e s  a s  i m p o r t a n t  a n d  n e c c e a a r y  t o  t h e  l i v l i h o o d s  a n d
l i f e s t y l e s  o f  t h e  many r e s i d e n t s ,  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r s ,  A l a s k a n s  a n d
t o u r i s t s  i n  t h i s  b e a u t i f u l ,  r e m o t e ,  r o a d l e s s  r e c r e a t i o n  a r e a .  
P l e a s e  h e l p  u s  m a i n t a i n  o u r  l i f e s t y l e s  a n d  l i v l i h o o d s  b y  v o t i n g

YES o n  SB  4 3 0 ! 1  

T h a n k  Y o u . "

Paul & Cathy Gabbert & Fumih
2nd West Bend 

Alexander Creek. Alaska 99695 
(907) 733-2371



F e b r u a r y  2 0 ,  1 9 9 0

R E C E I V E D

F E B  2  6 !9 y o

S e n a t o r  S z y m a n s k i  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P . O .  B o x  V 
J u n e a u ,  AK 9 9 & 1 1

S e a r  S e n a t o r  S z y s m a n s k i ,
B e i n g  a  r e s i d e n t  o f  A l e x a n d e r  C r e e k ,  I  am I n  
s u p p o r t  o f  SB  4 3 0 , a  p r o p o s a l  t o  c r e a t e  t h e  
S u s i t . n a  V a l l e y  R e m o t e  R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a .

L o g g i n g  i s  i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  r e m o t e  r e c r e a t i o n  
a n d  t o u r i s m .  C l e a r  c u t t i i n g  n e a r  r i v e r s  a n d  
s t r e a m s  a n d  h i l l s i d e s  e r o d e s  t h e  h i l l s ,  r u i n s  
s t r e a m s  a n d  s a lm o n  a n d  o t h e r  f i s h e r i e s ,  
c o m m e r c i a l  a n d  s p o r t .

I t .  a l s o  r u i n s  t h e  b e a u t y  f r o m  t h e  a i r  f o r  o u r  
t . o u r i  sra- f  1 i g h t s e e i n g  .

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  o n  y o u r  r e c e n t  m a r r i a g e .

S i  n c e r e l y ,

K r i s  S h e r w o o d  
K S . /c g
c c :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  M e n a r d ,  L a r s o n :  S e n a t o r
K e r t t u l a



DESHKA RIVER LODGE
e Farmer Family

in a

RO. B O X  355 / A N C H O R A G E .  A L A S K A  99519 / T E L E P H O N E  (907) 243-6813 / TELEX 25-147

Senator Pat Rodey 

Alaska State Senate

re: SB 430 

Dear Senator,

I support your effort to preserve the last wilderness area in South- 

central Alaska. The following is a summary of reasons w h y  I support 

your Bill, and recommendations to enhance it.

The Susitna Valley

The Susitna Valley is a unique to Alaska wilderness area. It supports 

the highest concentration of fish & wildlife in Alaska (1987 ADF&G 

Habitat Division). It is encompassed by world-class scenary including 

Mt, McKinley, the Alaska and Aleutian Ranges. These mounatins provide 

an awe-inspiring backround for visitors while fishing several of 

the world-class freshwater fishing streams such as the Deshka River, 

lake Creek, and Talachulitna River. These streams meander through 

lush old growth Boreal forests of Spruce, Birch and Aspen-the largest 

forest of it's kind in Alaska. My guests often remark h ow much better 

this area is than Bristol Bay. The scenary is more dramatic; the 

weather w armer and dryer; the streams smaller, hence more fishable 

and wadable; and the heavily forested streams provide a much more 

intimate experience with nature than the barren tundra landscape 

of Bristol Bay.

The area supports an existing $12 million Tourism industry, growing 

at a steady 6% per annum (1987 AD F & G  Economic Study), yet there are 

p r o b l e m s .

Politically Unstable Business Climate

The State, and more recently, the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Assembly 

have embarked upon continued efforts to utilize the Valleys forests 

in order to promote industrial developement of their proposed Port 

facility. Such a move would adverselt affect the growth of Tourism, 

and degrade the basis of attraction for visitors, land owners, and 

local residents alike. Despite widespread opposition, the Assembly 

continues to press forward against the wishes of a majority of their 

people, and Anchorage residents who own property or recreate there.

February 23, 1990

P.O. Box V

Juneau, Alaska 99811
R E C E I V E D

F LB 2 7  1990



The Port has never been proven to be economically feasible. The 

Assembly purports to be developement oriented, yet their continued 

single-interest views, are hindering the one successful industry 

within the Valley, Tourism. No sensible businessman (or b u s i n e s s­

woman) would want to invest in a politically unstable business climate 

such as exists within the past 3 years. Those of us, who were here 

long before the Borough, or State for that matter, find our investments 

in jeapordy. I have an investment in facilities of over $ 1.2 million.

I have been unable to expand my business in the past 3 years because 
of the adverse political climate.

Tourism Potential

A majority of Alaska's business leaders feel that Tourism holds the 

greatest promise for long term economic stablity within our State 

of any other industry, according to a past Dittman Poll.

Tourism will become the world's leading industry with 15 years, according 

to thw Wall Street Journal. As global tensions decrease, conversely, 

trade between nations will increase, hence travel will become more 

affordable as economies stablilize worldwide.

For Tourism to flourish, there must be a politically and economically 

stable climate, in order to promote private investment.

When Tourism is flourishing, only then will we be able to to tax, 

and fund the maintenance of Parks, Wilderness Areas and Wild & Scenic 

River systems. Preservation or our outstanding natural wilderness 

attractions is vital to allow for future expansion of the Tourism industry, 

and to insure future economic stability for future generations.

Wilderness-Based Tourism

What attracts visitors to Alaska, is the wilderness.

Not all wilderness is the same. There are those who will say that 

"we already have too much wilderness", and that it "locks up" the 

public lands. Alaska does have alot of wilderness, however, very 

little of it is "marketable". Tundra, taiga, m uskeg and un-scenic 

mountain ranges, we do have alot of, but these do not sell on the 

world market. "Marketable Wilderness", are those public lands which 

hold outstanding scenic, fishery, wildlife, cultural, historic and 

other values, that should be held in trust for the public. These 

lands do sell in the world marketplace. The ultimate "lockup", is 

the transfer of these special lands into the private sector, or the 

permitted use of public land for private benefit, which precludes 

the publics use.

Wilderness-based Tourism is big business. The highest $ value per 

visitor spent in Alaska is at Wilderness Lodges & Resorts. The lowest 

$ value per visitor spent, is at road-accessable attractions.

page 2



Wilderness-Based vs Road-Accesable Tourism - Economic Benefits

Compare the difference between the wilderness-based Nushugak River 

System and the road-accessable Kenai River System (similar attractions).

The Nushugak supports a $25 million Tourism industry with a visitor 

use of 12,500. The Kenai supports a $30 million Tourism industry 

with a visitor use of 330,000 (1987 ADF&G Economic Study). The more 

accessable an area becomes, the less $ value per visitor it brings 

into the local economy. The law of supply and demand applies-the 

more the supply, the less the demand.

Wilderness-Based vs Road-Accessable Tourism - Costs to the State

Of the two attractions, one operates at no cost or liability to the 

State. Wilderness-based Tourism operates at no cost to the State 

because the private sector incurs costs of facilities, and all maintenance. 

Road-accessable Tourism operates at high cost to the State because 

roads, campgrounds, facilities, and other improvements built by the 

State, must be maintained, and if they are not, the State is liable, 

as recent court decisions have upheld.

Remote Recreation Area vs Wilderness Area

From a marketing perspective, a simple name change, with the same 

conditions, does alot to improve the image and saleability of a 

product. Calling this area the "Susitna Remote Recreation Area", 

infurs a host of permitted uses including airboat races, fishing 

derbies, 4x4 and dirtbike race tracks, to the general public, and 

visitors alike. Recreation can mean many things to many people.

Calling the area the "Susitna Wilderness Area" infurs limited uses 

in the minds eye of the public, and carries a mystic, from a marketing 

perspective, which attracts, and makes one more aware of the delicate 

nature of ones surroundings. In effect, it attracts visitors better, 

is more saleable, and promotes more respect of public lands in the 

minds eye of the public.

Economic Developement - Existing and Potential

The following is a listing of existing and potential uses of the 

area encompassed by SB 430 regarding economic developement potential, 

which may be adversely affected by SB 430.

Forest P r o d u c t s :

"Production of these (plywood, pulp, and other forest) products 

genrally requires large scale o p e r a t i o n s ... such operations have 

been shown not to be feasable in (3) previous studies."

(Smith, R.C. 1980, Potential Economic Developement of Forest 

Products in Interior Alaska; USDA Forest Service PNW Forest &

Range Experiment Station, Portland, OR; E.G. Lindth, C.J. 1979 

An Assessment of the Domestic market for Alaska Wood Products,

Dept, of Commerce & Economic Dev., State Division of Forestry 

Manual 1984, pg. 19.)

Existing commercial logging."At present, for every 4 tress cut, 

only 1 is sold. The rest are cut for firewood, milled, or left 

as "slash'".' ADN news article, 19SS.

page 3



Firewood sales are down significantly, from a peak 2 years ago, 

mainly because of increased distribution of natural gas lines 

within the Valley. Milled, rough cut lumber, cut "green" in the 

summer when the sap is at it's highest concentration, is unsuitable 

for building, and therefore only used for fences, decks, and 

cabins, mainly because of shrinkage & warpage.

The "forest is dying". The only forests that are dying, are those 

near logged-off areas, for which, because of large amounts of 

left over "slash", Spruce Beetle infestation has taken hold. It 

is a natural occurance in single-specie (Spruce only) areas, 

exagerated by improper (low budget) logging practices.

There is a potential forest products industry, that has been 

overlooked by the industry-log cabins and high-quality interior 

furniture locally manufactured, from local Birch.

I have logged the first 3 miles of the Deshka River, up to 100' 

of the stream bank for the past 8 years. I have built a 8,000 
sq. foot Log Lodge, and all improvements out of local Spruce.

I only cut in the winter, when the sap it out of the tree, mill, 

and build immediately. There is no shrinkage or warpage in any 

of the lumber or logs that I have cut. I only use existing seismic 

Lrails, sloughs, and swamps for access with a snow cover of at 

at least 2' in order that I may not disturb the natural environment.

I only harvest the most mature Spruce, never exceeding 15% cut 

per acre (only 15% per acre is commercial quality in the Susitna 

valley-No. 2 sawlogs or better), and cut the trees below the root 

crown so a cut tree is not visible. The forest is healthy, and 

regenerating in the area I have cut. I hosted Ted Smith, member 

of the Board of Forestry, and former Director, Division of Forestry, 

on an inspection in August of 1989. He was quite surprised that 

not only was the forest healthy, but re-generating, and there 

was no signs of it having been cut.

Selective cut, 15% take per acre, winter access only logging practices 

could be employed throughout the Valley with no harm to the environment, 

or adverse impact to Land owners, recreationists, or the T o u rism 

Industry.

There is a ready market for the sale of log cabins to the over 

3,700 applicants who have to prove up on their State selected 

parcels by building a cabin of at least 400 sq. ft.

Additionally, with a State subsidized Kiln located within the 

Valley, loggers would have a market for their material, and carpenters 

and craftsman could take advantage of low cost kiln dried Birch 

lumber to start their own cottage industry producing furniture 

in their garage. This would provide employment throughout the . 

winter (and all season), when un-employment is highest. It should 

be the responsibility of the Dept, of Commerce to conduct training 

seminars in craftsmanship, and establish standards for products, 

as well as securing a market for their products. High quality 

items sells in a local and world market.
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Oil & Gas

Gas deposits have been found in the Ivan/Theodore River area by 

Chevron, and are being developed. These are outside the area 

encompassed by SB 430. Two wildcat wells were drilled in the 

early '60's (Lum Lovely No. 1 & 2), but were abandoned. These 

were located near the eastern edge of the area encompassed by 

SB 430. Although the Susitna Valley was extensively explored, 

in the '60's, and as late as the early '70's, w i t h  3 wells drilled, 

one near the Pt. McKenzie project; one near Red Shirt lake and 

the other west of Alexander lake, these wells have been abandoned. 

There still remain many current leases in the area, but many have 

lapsed.

Agriculture

"Over 40,000 acres of Borough and State lands have been sold for 

agricultural developement in this (Susitna) area. Very little 

is in production today '.1 Susitna Area P l a n - A g r i c u l t u r e , pg. 2-4.

"While this land clearly has the physical ability to grow crops, 

it is doubtful that agricultural commodities can be produced at 

lower prices than those products shipped in from outside Alaska 

where growing seasons, labor costs, access, soils and other factors 

are often more favorable." Susitna Area Plan-Agriculture, pg. 2-4.

Commercial Fishing

Commercial fishing interests depend heavily on the Susitna Valley 

for spawning and rearing habitat, to support their industry.

"Ex-vessel value (fish only) of $44.9 million was generated from 

Commercial fishing in Upper Cook Inlet, of which 71% and 90%, 

respectively, were Alaska residents." Upper Cook Inlet Management 

Report //86-7, ADF&G, Commercial Fish Division, December 1986, pg. 1-2.

Mining

There are proven placer gold deposits that support small mining 

operations in the Petersville Hills, and Upper lake Creek headwater 

streams. Under new water quality constraints, recently enacted 

by the EPA and DEC, these operations will remain small in nature. 

Access to these claims, has traditionally been by ice road trail 

in the winter following a route just south of the Kahiltna Glacier 

anL is outside the area encompassed by SB 430.

Coal deposits are located along the foothills of the Aleutian 

Range between Beluga and Friday Creek, just west of the Talachulitna 

River, and in the Kichatna River area. Future extraction of these 

deposits would no doubt follow a route along the base of the mountains, 

however it would be uneconomical to Bridge the Squentna River,

Cross the headwater area of Beluga lake to access these areas 

in light of larger, and more viably accessable locations elsewhere 

in the State such as the Colville, or Bering River deposits.
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Regarding the highest and best use of the Susitna Valley, I recommend 

that it remain in a wilderness state, with no road access to preserve 

its existing wilderness-based Tourism industry, and allow for regulated 

expansion of the industry in the future.

Regarding the name designation, I recommend that you call it the 

"Susitna Wilderness Area", to give it maore marketability, and respect 

by the public.

Regarding the Forest products industry, I recommend that you allow 

commercial Logging on a 15% take per acre maximum; winter access 

only with no roads, utilizing existing trails, and other open areas; 

on a selective cut basis only; in those areas near Anadromous Streams, 

leave a 200' uncut buffer in order to allow for dense wildlife habitat; 

require all logging to take place from October through April with 

a snow cover over frozen ground not less than 18"; no trails may 

follow or be built upon or near Anadromous streams.

Regarding road construction, I recommend that no new roads be built, 

and encourage the use of winter trails for transportation of materials 

and other non-flyable or boatable items.

Regarding controlling the growth of Tourism so as not to adversely 

impact base attraction values, I recommend that you request that 

the Department of Fish & Game, in concurrence wit h  the Division of 

Tourism to study anticipated growth patterns, and recommend an orderly 

developement of our Tourism industry.

Regarding the use of public lands for private benefit, whether Tourism 

industry, or not, I recommend that you not allow the leasing, sale 

or interest to be conveyed in any public lands other than those existing 

or proposed through the normal State land Sale program of DNR, so 

high value public lands remain in the public domain.

Regarding the T a l a c h u l i t n a , Lake Creek and Deshka River, I recommend 

that these streams be named as State "Wild & Scenic Rivers" in order 

to increase their marketability, and Federal guidelines f r "Wild 

& Scenic Rivers" be applied, under State control.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

cc Hunorable Steve Cowper 

Senator Mike Syzmanski 

Senator Arliss Sturgulewski 

Senator Rick Halford 

Senator Rick Uehling 

Senator Fred Zharoff

Director Dana Brockway

Rep. David Finklestein

Rep. Johnny Ellis 

Rep. Curt Menard

Rep. Richard Foster

Rep. Fran Ulmer 

Rep. Jim Zawacki
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TESTIMONY V I A  TELECONFERENCE NETWORK BEFORE THE SENATE 
COMMUNITY & REGIONAL A F F A I R S  COMMITTEE P U B L IC  HEARING ON

SB # 4 3 0  -  SU SITNA VALLEY REMOTE RECREATION AREA R £ Q £ | \ / £ [ )

2 0  F e b r u a r y  1 9 9 0  F£B23l990

S e n a t o r  S z y m a n s k i ,  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ,  my n a m e  i s  R i c h a r d  
T i n d a l l .  I  l i v e  a t  6 8 2 1  S h e r w o o d  A v e n u e ,  A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a ,
9 9 5 0 4 .  My t e l e p h o n e  n u m b e r  i s  3 3 3 - 1 9 1 4 .  I  h a v e  b e e n  a  r e s i d e n t  
o f  A l a s k a  1 8  y e a r s .  I  am a  c o n s u l t i n g  f o r e s t e r ,  a  F e l l o w  o f  
t h e  S o c i e t y  o f  A m e r i c a n  F o r e s t e r s ,  a n d  am D i r e c t o r ,  D i v i s i o n  
o f  R e n e w a b l e  R e s o u r c e s  w i t h  t h e  R e s o u r c e  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o u n c i l  
o f  A l a s k a , I n c . .

I  o p p o s e  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  SB # 4 3 0  a n d  u r g e  t h e  C o m m u n i t y  & R e g i o n a l  
A f f a i r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  o t h e r  c o m m i t t e e s  t o  w h i c h  i t  h a s  b e e n  
r e f e r r e d ,  R e s o u r c e s  a n d  F i n a n c e ,  t o  k i l l  t h i s  p i e c e  o f  
p o t e n t i a l l y  d i s a s t r o u s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

SB # 4 3 0  p r o p o s e s  t o  c l a s s i f y  a n d  d e d i c a t e  o v e r  2 m i l l i o n  a c r e s  
o f  s t a t e  l a n d  t o  l i m i t e d ,  n o t  m u l t i p l e  u s e s .  T h e  p r o p o s a l  w o u l d  
p r o h i b i t  f o r e s t  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  v a l u e - a d d e d  w o o d  p r o d u c t i o n  f r o m  
o v e r  1 m i l l i o n  a c r e s  o f  f o r e s t  l a n d  ( S u s i t n a  R e g i o n a l  F o r e s t  
P l a n  -  1 9 8 9 ) ,  f o r e c l o s i n g  o n  a  p o t e n t i a l  m u l t i - m i l l i o n  d o l l a r  
p e r  y e a r  f o r e s t  p r o d u c t  i n d u s t r y .

T h e  SB # 4 3 0  p r o p o s a l  w o u l d  c a s t  a s i d e  t h e  m i l l i o n s  o f  m a n  h o u r s  
a n d  p u b l i c  f u n d s  t h a t  h a v e  a l r e a d y  b e e n  i n v e s t e d  i n  p l a n n i n g  
a n d  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  i n  t h e  S u s i t n a  A r e a  P l a n ,  t h e  W i l l o w  A r e a  
P l a n ,  a n d  t h e  n o t - y e t  c o m p l e t e d  S u s i t n a  R e g i o n a l  F o r e s t  P l a n ;  
a l l  o f  w h i c h  r e c o m m e n d  f o r e s t  m a n a g e m e n t  p r a c t i c e s  a n d  c o m m e r c i a l  
t i m b e r  h a r v e s t i n g  o n  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l l y  p r o d u c t i v e  f o r e s t  l a n d s  
o f  t h e  a r e a .

P r o h i b i t i o n  o f  c o m m e r c i a l  t i m b e r  h a r v e s t i n g  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  
a c c e p t e d  s i l v i c u l t u r a l  p r a c t i c e s  a s  p r o p o s e d  b y ' S B  # 4 3 0 ,  w i l l  
n o t  " e n s u r e  t h e  s c e n i c  a n d  n a t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e  a r e a " .  T r e e s  
a n d  f o r e s t s  a r e  n o t  c a s t  i n  c o n c r e t e ,  t h e y  a r e  l i v i n g ,  a n d  e v e r  
c h a n g i n g ,  b u t  a r e  r e n e w a b l e .  W i t h o u t  f o r e s t  f i r e s  ( w h i c h  i s  
n a t u r e ' s  w a y  -  b u t  u n a c c e p t a b l e  i n  t e r m s  o f  h u m a n  v a l u e s )  o r  
w i t h o u t  c o m m e r c i a l  t i m b e r  h a r v e s t i n g ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  f o r e s t  o v e r  
t i m e  w i l l  d e c l i n e  a n d  d e c a y ,  t o  b e  r e p l a c e d ,  n o t  w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t  
s p e c i e s ,  n o r  t h e i r  t h r i f t y  o f f s p r i n g ,  b u t  b y  a n  i n g r o w t h  o f  
u n d e r b r u s h  a n d  g r a s s ,  l a r g e l y  t h e  g e n u s  C a l a m a g r o s t i s , -  t h e  
s a m e  g r a s s e s  t h a t  p r e v e n t  r e f o r e s t a t i o n  o f  t h e  s e i s m i c  t r a i l s ,  
t h e  r i g h t s  o f  w a y  c o r r i d o r s ,  a n d  t h e  T y o n e k  b a r k  b e e t l e  s a l e  
a r e a  t h a t  w a s  l o g g e d  d u r i n g  t h e  ' 7 0 ' s .
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W i t h o u t  e i t h e r  f o r e s t  f i r e  o r  c o m m e r c i a l  t i m b e r  h a r v e s t i n g ,  
p r o h i b i t e d  b y  SB # 4 3 0  , m o o s e  h a b i t a t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  c r i t i c a l  w i n t e r  
h a b i t a t ,  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  d e c l i n e  u n t i l  s t a r v a t i o n  b r i n g s  t h e  
m o o s e  p o p u l a t i o n  d o w n  t o  t h e  l e v e l  w i t h  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  f o o d  
s u p p l y .  W i t h o u t  h a b i t a t  i m p r o v e m e n t ,  t h i s  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  b u t  
a  s m a l l  p o p u l a t i o n  f r a c t i o n  o f  w h a t  t h e  p r o d u c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  
v a l l e y  c o u l d  s u p p o r t  i f  g o o d  f o r e s t  m a n a g e m e n t  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  
g o o d  g a m e  h a b i t a t  m a n a g e m e n t  w e r e  p e r m i t t e d .

H a r v e s t  o f  t i m b e r  l i m i t e d  t o  n e g o t i a t e d  p e r s o n a l  u s e  s a l e s  w o u l d  
r o b  t h e  s t a t e  o f  m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  a n n u a l l y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
s u b s i d i z e  t h o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  c o m m e r c i a l  b u s i n e s s e s  a l r e a d y  
s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  a r e a .  N e g o t i a t e d  s a l e s  t o  " c o m m e r c i a l  f a c i l i t i e s  
s u c h  a s  l o d g e s "  d i s c r i m i n a t e s  a g a i n s t  o t h e r  c o m m e r c i a l  u s e r s ,  
s u c h  a s  t h e  f o r e s t  i n d u s t r y ,  w h i c h  i s  a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  v a l u e - a d d e d  
w o o d  p r o d u c t s  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  l o c a l ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  s t a t e  e c o n o m y .  
T h e  p r e s e n t  " i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  c o m m e r c i a l  f a c i l i t i e s  s u c h  a s  
l o d g e s "  c o n t r i b u t e  v e r y  l i t t l e  t o  t h e  e c o n o m y  o f  t h e  M a t a n u s k a  
S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h .  T h o s e  i n t e r e s t s  m o s t  l i k e l y  t o  b e n e f i t  f r o m  
SB # 4 3 0  a r e  f r o m  A n c h o r a g e ,  a n d  f r o m  o u t s i d e  t h e  s t a t e  t h a t  
a l r e a d y  h a v e  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  i n  " r e m o t e "  s i t e s  i n  
t h e  a r e a  a n d  w i s h  t o  r e m a i n  " p r i v i l e g e d " .

H a r v e s t  o f  t i m b e r  l i m i t e d  t o  n e g o t i a t e d  p e r s o n a l  u s e  s a l e s  w o u l d  
h i g h - g r a d e  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m b e r  s t a n d s ,  a s  u n t r a i n e d  c u t t e r s  
l e a v e  h i g h  s t u m p s ,  c u t  u n d e s i g n a t e d  w o o d ,  w a s t e  m e r c h a n t a b l e  
w o o d ,  w a n d e r  o f f  t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  a r e a ,  c u t  m o r e  t h a n  a l l o w e d ,  
d a m a g e  r e s e r v e d  t r e e s ,  f a i l  t o  d i s p o s e  o f  d e b r i s ,  l e a v e  o n  t h e  
a r e a  t h e  m o s t  d e f e c t i v e ,  m i s s h a p e n  t r e e s ,  t h e r e b y  r o b b i n g  t h e  
b e s t  o f  t h e  w i l d - s t o c k  g e n e  p o o l  o f  t h e  f o r e s t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  n o t  
p r o v i d i n g  t h e  m e a n s  t o  r e g e n e r a t e  t h e  m o s t  d e s i r a b l e  s p e c i e s ,  
l e t  a l o n e  p r o m o t e  g e n e t i c  i m p r o v e m e n t .

SB # 4 3 0  a s s u m e s  t h a t  t h e  s c e n i c  a n d  n a t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e  
a r e a  c a n  b e  i n s u r e d ,  ( 1 )  b y  c o n t i n u e d  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  f o r e s t  
f i r e s ,  a n d  ( 2 )  p r o h i b i t i o n  o f  c o m m e r c i a l  t i m b e r  h a r v e s t i n g .  
T h e s e  a s s u m p t i o n s  a r e  w r o n g  b e c a u s e ,  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  w i l d  f i r e s  
a r e  n o t  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  a n d  s e c o n d ,  c o m m e r c i a l  t i m b e r  
h a r v e s t i n g ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  r e f o r e s t a t i o n  w i l l  p r o v i d e  n o t  o n l y  
t h r i f t y  y o u n g  t r e e s  a n d  i m p r o v e d  g a m e  h a b i t a t ,  b u t  a l s o  i n c o m e  
a n d  e c o n o m i c  s t a b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  t h e  b o r o u g h  a s  w e l l .
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SB # 4 3 0  p r o h i b i t s  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  f r o m  u s i n g  p u b l i c  f u n d s  t o  
c o n s t r u c t  o r  m a i n t a i n  r o a d s  c o n n e c t e d  t o  t h e  " i n t e r s t a t e "  h i g h ­
w a y  s y s t e m .  S i n c e  a l l  o f  A l a s k a  i s  n o t  c o n n e c t e d  t o  t h e  i n t e r ­
s t a t e  h i g h w a y  s y s t e m ,  I  a s s u m e  t h a t  t h e  i n t r a s t a t e  h i g h w a y s  
w e r e  i n t e n d e d .  P r o v i d i n g  n o  l i n k  t o  o u r  e x i s t i n g  h i g h w a y s  f o r e ­
c l o s e s  a n y  f u t u r e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s u r f a c e  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  w e s t  
s i d e  o f  C o o k  I n l e t ,  t o  t h e  K u s k o k w i m  v a l l e y  a n d  i n t e r i o r ,  o r  
t o  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  P a r k .  T h i s  s e e m s  t o  me t o  
b e  a  h i g h l y  u n j u s t i f i e d  f o r e c l o s u r e  o n  o u r  f u t u r e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
o p t i o n s .

SB # 4 3 0 ' s  c o n c e r n s  a r e  b a s e d  u p o n  m y t h  a n d  e m o t i o n s ,  n o t  u p o n  
f a c t s .  A f o r e s t  i n d u s t r y  i n v o l v i n g  g o o d  f o r e s t  m a n a g e m e n t  w h i c h  
i n c l u d e s  c o m m e r c i a l  t i m b e r  h a r v e s t i n g ,  c a n  e x i s t  w i t h  t h e  r e c ­
r e a t i o n  i n d u s t r y ,  e v e n  e n h a n c e  i t  -  e s p e c i a l l y  s o  i n  t h e  S u s i t n a  
v a l l e y .  T h e  p r e s e n t  " r e m o t e  r e c r e a t i o n  i n d u s t r y "  d o e s  e x t r e m e l y  
l i t t l e  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  e c o n o m y ,  o r  l e s s e n  t h e  j o b l e s s  r a t e  
i n  t h e  M a t a n u s k a  S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h .  E s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  m o d e r n  
i n t e g r a t e d  f o r e s t  p r o d u c t s  i n d u s t r y  w o u l d  n o t  o n l y  m e e t  t h e  
e c o n o m i c  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  b o r o u g h ,  b u t  e n h a n c e  t h e  o u t d o o r  
r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h o u s a n d s  o f  p e o p l e  -  n o t  p e r p e t u a t e  
t h e  s t a t u s  q u o  o f  a  p r i v i l e g e d  f e w .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p r e s e n t  my o r a l  t e s t i m o n y ,  
a n d  I ' l l  b e  h a p p y  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  m e m b e r s  
o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e .

R i c h a r d  W. T i n d a l l



DEAR: SENATOR SZYMANSKI DEAR: SENATOR SZYMANSKI

PUBLIC OPIN ION MESSAGE

NAME: JANICE TATLOW 

T IT L E :
ADDRESS: PO BOX 1621

C IT Y : PALMER Z IP : 99665

PHONE: 765-6683  

B IL L  NO: SB 630
SUBJECT: SUSITNA VALLEY REMOTE RECREATION AREA
MESSAGE: SB630 ONLY ENHANCES THE FLY IN  TOURIST OPERATION, BENEFITTING  A FEW. 

SB630 RESTRICTS THE RECREATIONAL A C T IV IT IE S  OF MATSU BOUROUGH RESIDENTS AND 

ALL ALASKANS. SB630 NEGATIVELY IMPACTS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN  THE MATSU 

BOROUGH. DEPT OF LABOR, UNEMPLOYMENT RATE DECEMBER 89  WAS 1 5 .1 .  PLEASE K IL L  S 
B 6 3 0 .

NAME: EOWARD MCKRILL 

T IT L E !

ADDRESS: 9191  LEE SMITH DR
C IT Y : JUNEAU, AK Z IP : 99801

PHONE: 7 89-2135  

B IL L  NO:
SUBJECT:
MESSAGE: I  WOULD L IKE  FOR YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE DENTAL HYGIENE PROGRAM 

ENHANCEMENT REQUEST IN  PRIOR ITY GROUP 5  OF THE UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA FY91 

BUDGET AND OPERATING REQUEST.

POMID:  16090800  
DATE: 02/22/90  

T IM E : 0 9 :0 S :0 0  
LIONAME: MAT-SU LIO

POMID*. 00091036  
DATE: 02/22/90  

T IM E : 0 9 :1 0 :3 6  
LIONAME: JUNEAU L IO

COPIES: SENATORS

FRANK

PEARCE
FOURCHOT

ADAMS

REPRESENTATIVES REPRESENTATIVES SENATORS

BARNES BOUCHER ADAMS
BOYER BROWN BINKLEY

COLLINS COTTEN COGHILL

DAVIDSON D A V IS , C . DUNCAN
D A V IS , M. DONLEY ELIASON

E LL IS FINKELSTEIN FAHRENKAMP

FOSTER FURNACE FAIKS

GOLL GRUENBERG FISCHER

GRUSSENDORF HANLEY FRANK
HOFFMAN HUDSON HALFORD

JACKO KOPONEN JONES
KUBINA LARSON KELLY

LEMAN MACLEAN KERTTULA
MARTIN MENARD PEARCE

MILLER NAVARRE POURCHOT

PETTYJOHN P H ILL IP S RODEY

RIEGER SHARP STURGULEWSKI

SHULTZ SWACKHAMMER UEHLING

TAYLOR

WALLIS
ULMER
ZAWACKI

ZHAROFF



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR SZYMANSKI

NAME: ROBIN WEBB 
T IT L E :

ADDRESS: BOX 2617
C IT Y : PALMER Z IP : 99645

PHONE: 746-1100  
B IL L  NO: SB 430

SUBJECT: SUSITNA VALLEY REMOTE RECREATION AREA
MESSAGE: THANK YOU TO SEN RODEY FOR INTRODUCING SB 4 3 0 . I  AM VERY 

MUCH OPPOSED TO LARGE SCALE LOGGING IN  THE MAT-SU VALLEY. I  AM IN  

SUPPORT OF THE SUSITNA VALLEY AREA PLAN. LETS KEEP THE VALLEY 

UNSCARED.

POMID: 1 4151931  

DATE: 02/23/90  
T IM E : 1 5 :1 9 :3 1  

LIONAME: MAT-SU L IO

CO PIES : SENATOR

RODEY



PUBLIC OPINION HESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR SZYMANSKI

NAME: RYLE RADKE 

T IT L E :

ADDRESS: 2136  AIRPORT WAY
C IT Y : FAIRBANKS Z IP : 99701

PHONE: 4 52-1250  
B IL L  NO:

SUBJECT: FY ; 91 BUDGET - U OF A
MESSAGE: PLEASE SUPPORT THE DENTAL HYGIENE PROGRAM ENHANCEMENT REQUEST IN  

PR IOR ITY GROUP 5  OF THE UN IVERSITY OF ALASKA'S F Y '9 1  BUDGET AND OPERATING 
REQUEST. TH IS  APPROPRIATION W ILL  ENABLE THE SCHOOL TO CONTINUE AND TO 

ENROLL 10 DENTAL HYGIENE STUDENTS. IT  IS  ESSENTIAL THAT A FULL-TIME 

DENTAL DIRECTOR BE ON STAFF.

POMID: 0 7081328  
DATE: 02/23/90  
T IM E : 0 8 :1 3 :2 8  

LIONAME: FAIRBANKS L IO

REPRESENTATIVES REPRESENTATIVES SENATORS

BARNES BOUCHER ADAMS

BOYER BROWN BINKLEY

COLLINS COTTEN COGHILL

DAVIDSON D A V IS , C . DUNCAN

D A V IS , M. DONLEY ELIASON

E LL IS F INKELSTE IN FAHRENKAMP

FOSTER FURNACE FA IKS

GOLL GRUENBERG FISCHER

GRUSSENDORF HANLEY FRANK

HOFFMAN HUDSON HALFORD

JACKO KOPONEN JONES

KUBINA LARSON KELLY

LEMAN MACLEAN KERTTULA

MARTIN MENARD PEARCE

MILLER NAVARRE POURCHOT

PETTYJOHN P H ILL IP S RODEY

RIEGER SHARP STURGULEWSKI

SHULTZ SWACKHAMMER UEHLING

TAYLOR ULMER ZHAROFF

WALLIS ZAWACKI

DEAR: SENATOR SZYMANSKI

PUBLIC OPIN ION MESSAGE

NAME: LARRY DEV ILB ISS  
T IT L E :

ADDRESS: HCO 4-9302
C IT Y : PALMER Z IP : 99645

PHONE: N/R- 

B IL L  NO: SB 430
SUBJECT: SUSITNA VALLEY REMOTE RECREATION AREA
MESSAGE: WE HAVE FARM GROUND IN  TH IS  AREA THAT WOULD BE ADVERSELY EFFECTED 

BY TH IS  LEGISLATION AND ARE CONSEQUENTLY AGAINST SB 430 .

POMID: 1 4085459  
DATE: 02/23/90  

T IM E : 0 8 :5 4 :5 9  
LIONAME: MAT-SU L IO

COPIES : REPRESENTATIVES SENATOR

LARSON KERTTULA

MENARD

•  •



F e b r u a r y  2 4 ,  1 9 9 0  
PO B o x  2 1 7 6  
P a l m e r ,  A l a s k a

9 9 6 4 5

S e n a t o r  M i k e  S z y m a n s k i
C o m m i t t e e  o n  C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  
PO B o x  V 
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a

Re c e i v e d

4 'm  i  K u o9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  S z y m a n s k i ,

P l e a s e  s u p p o r t  S e n a t e  B i l l  4 3 0 ,  t o  f o r m  t h e  S u s i t n a  
R e m o t e  R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a  a n d  h a l t  p l a n s  f o r  s t a t e  t i m b e r  s a l e s  
i n  t h e  r o a d l e s s  a r e a s  o f  t h e  S u  B a s i n .  I  u r g e  y o u  t o  v o t e  
t h e  b i l l  u n c h a n g e d  o u t  o f  c o m m i t t e e  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .

I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  I s s u e

P e o p l e  w h o  l i v e ,  w o r k  a n d  own p r o p e r t y  w e s t  o f  t h e  
S u s i t n a  R i v e r  a n d  s o u t h  o f  P e t e r s v i l l e  R o a d  d o n ’ t  w a n t  b i g  
c o m m e r c i a l  l o g g i n g  i n  t h a t  r e m o t e  a r e a .  P e o p l e  l i k e  p i l o t  
H a n k  R u s t ,  m u s h e r  J o e  R e d i n g t o n ,  l o d g e  o w n e r s  E d  a n d  J u d y  
S h a r p e ,  t h e  S k w e n t . n a  C o m m u n i t y  C o u n c i l ,  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  H o t e l  
a n d  M o t e l  A s s o c i a t i o n  j o i n e d  i n  1 9 8 7  t o  f i g h t  t h e  2 0 0 , 0 0 0  
a c r e  t i m b e r  s a l e  p r o p o s e d  b y  C o m m i s s i o n e r  J u d y  B r a d y .  T h e y  
f o r m e d  t h e  S u s i t n a  V a l l e y  A s s o c i a t i o n .

Now t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  S u  B a s i n  f a c e  n e w  p l a n s  b y  t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  t o  s e l l  t i m b e r  o v e r  a  m u c h  
l a r g e r  a r e a .  As i n s t r u c t e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n o r ,  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  
L a n d  a n d  W a t e r  M a n a g e m e n t  h a s  b e e n  d r a w i n g  u p  t h e  S u s i t n a  
R e g i o n a l  F o r e s t  P l a n ,  c o n t a i n i n g  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  c o m m e r c i a l  
t i m b e r  s a l e s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h i s  p l a n ,  l i k e  t h e  1 9 8 7  
p r o p o s a l ,  n e i t h e r  w e i g h s  i n  t h e  l a r g e  e x i s t i n g  e c o n o m i c  
v a l u e s  n o r  p r o v i d e s  t h e  p u b l i c  a  s a y  i n  w h e t h e r  c o m m e r c i a l  
l o g g i n g  s h o u l d  p r o c e e d  a t  a l l  i n  t h e  r e m o t e  a r e a s  o f  t h e  
B a s i n .

H i g h l i g h t s  o f  t h e  I s s u e

F o r  y o u r  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  h e r e  a r e  s o m e  c o m m o n  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  
a n s w e r s  a b o u t  t h e  new  b i l l :

Q. W h a t  d o e s  SB 4 3 0  d o ?

A. I t  p r o h i b i t s  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  f r o m  s e l l i n g  s t a t e - o w n e d  t i m b e r  f o r  
c o m m e r c i a l  l o g g i n g  a n d  f r o m  e x t e n d i n g  h i g h w a y s  i n t o  t h e  
w e s t e r n  S u  B a s i n .



Q. W h a t  e l s e  d o e s  t h e  b i l l  p r o h i b i t ?

A.  N o t h i n g .  A l l  o t h e r  u s e s  o n  t h o s e  s t a t e  l a n d s  c o n t i n u e ,  
i n c l u d i n g  l a n d  d i s p o s a l s  a n d  m i n i n g  l e a s e s .  H u n t i n g  a n d  
f i s h i n g  a r e  u n a f f e c t e d .  T h e  b i l l  a l l o w s  t i m b e r  c u t t i n g  f o r  
p e r s o n a l  f i r e w o o d  a n d  f o r  l o d g e  a n d  c a b i n  l o g s .

Q.  W o n ’ t  l a r g e - s c a l e  c o m m e r c i a l  l o g g i n g  m a k e  l o t s  o f  m o n e y ?

A. I n  1 9 8 8 ,  DNR e x a m i n e d  t h e  e c o n o m i c s  o f  n e w  l o g g i n g  r o a d s  
i n  t h e  S u s i t n a  B a s i n  S m a l l  S c a l e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  S t u d y .  T h e  
s t u d y  f o u n d  t h a t  a n  a v e r a g e  a c r e  i n  g o o d  t i m b e r  y i e l d s  9 0 0  
b o a r d  f e e t  o f  s a w l o g s  a n d  18 c o r d s  w h e n  i t  i s  c o m p l e t e l y  
c u t .  F o r  t h i s ,  t h e  o p e r a t o r  r e c e i v e s  a  s a l e s  p r i c e  o f  a b o u t  
$ 1 , 8 2 5 .

H o w e v e r ,  t h e  c o s t s  o f  t i m b e r  p u r c h a s e ,  r o a d  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  
c u t t i n g ,  h a u l i n g ,  s l a s h  r e m o v a l  a n d  r e - f o r e s t a t i o n  e x c e e d  
t h i s  i n c o m e .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  y o u  c a n  e x p e c t  t h e  s t a t e  t o  
s u b s i d i z e  c o m m e r c i a l  l o g g i n g  w h e r e  i t  e x t e n d s  i n t o  n e w ,  
r e m o t e  a r e a s .  T h e  p u b l i c  l o s e s  b o t h  i t s  m o n e y  a n d  i t s  
t r e e s .

Q.  W h a t  l a n d  w o u l d  b e  a f f e c t e d  u n d e r  SB 4 3 0 ?

A. Som e o f  t h e  t i m b e r  t h e  s t a t e  p l a n s  t o  s e l l  t h r o u g h  t h e  
S u s i t n a  R e g i o n a l  F o r e s t  P l a n  w o u l d  b e  o f f - l i m i t s  f o r  
c o m m e r c i a l  s a l e s .  T h e  p r o t e c t e d  a r e a s  w o u l d  l i e  s o u t h  o f  
t h e  P e t e r s v i l l e  R o a d  a n d  g e n e r a l l y  w e s t  o f  t h e  S u s i t n a  
R i v e r ,  s c a t t e r e d  o v e r  a  r o a d l e s s  a r e a  o f  2 m i l l i o n  a c r e s .  

SB 4 3 0  d o e s  n o t  c o v e r  p r i v a t e  o r  b o r o u g h  l a n d s .

Q.  Why p r o t e c t  t h a t  r e g i o n  f r o m  l o g g i n g ?

A. T h e  f o r e s t s  o f  t h e  S u  B a s i n  a r e  h e a v i l y  u s e d  f o r  s p o r t  
a n d  c o m m e r c i a l  f i s h e r i e s ,  A l a s k a n s  m a k e  t h e i r  l i v i n g  i n  
t h a t  a r e a  f r o m  5 2  l o d g e s ,  38  f l i g h t  s e r v i c e s ,  a n d  a  n u m b e r  
o f  r i v e r  b o a t  s e r v i c e s .  T h e y  o f f e r  t h e i r  c l i e n t s  a  
l a n d s c a p e  u n b r o k e n  b y  r o a d s ,  S t a t e  s t u d i e s  s h o w  t h a t  
s p o r t s f i s h e r m e n  g e n e r a t e  m o r e  t h a n  $ 1 0  m i l l i o n  p e r  y e a r  i n  
b u s i n e s s  f i s h i n g  Su  B a s i n  s t r e a m s  a w a y  f r o m  r o a d s .  S a l m o n  
f r o m  t h e  S u  B a s i n  a c c o u n t  f o r  $ 1 8  m i l l i o n  p e r  y e a r  i n  
e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t y  i n  s o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a ,  n o t  i n c l u d i n g  
p r o c e s s i n g .

W i t h  SB 4 3 0 ,  b u s i n e s s  a n d  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r s  s e e k  
a s s u r a n c e  t h e y  c a n  i n v e s t  i n  t h e i r  p r o p e r t i e s  w i t h o u t  t h e  
t h r e a t  o f  l o g g i n g  r o a d s  a n d  c l e a r - c u t t i n g .



Q. W i l l  t h e  b i l l  a f f e c t  c u r r e n t  l o g g i n g  a c t i v i t y ?

A. N o .  T h e  s t a t e  l a n d s  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  S u s i t n a  V a l l e y  
R e m o t e  R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a  c u r r e n t l y  h a v e  n o  c o m m e r c i a l  l o g g i n g  
a c t i v i t y .

A l l  c o m m e r c i a l  l o g g i n g  i n  t h e  M a t - S u  B o r o u g h  o c c u r s  c l o s e  
t o  r o a d s  a n d  o u t s i d e  t h e  p r o p o s e d  p r o t e c t e d  a r e a .  D u r i n g  
1 9 8 9 ,  s m a l l  c o m m e r c i a l  l o g g e r s  h a d  2 8  s t a t e  a n d  15  b o r o u g h  
t i m b e r  s a l e s .  T h e y  c u t  a b o u t  7 0 0  a c r e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  M r .  
S t r u b e  o f  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  F o r e s t r y .

Q.  W h a t  a b o u t  s p r u c e  b a r k  b e e t l e  e p i d e m i c s ?

A.  We d o n ’ t  h a v e  a  s p r u c e  b a r k  b e e t l e  e p i d e m i c  i n  t h e  S u  
B a s i n .  And  we a r e  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  h a v e  a  m a j o r  p r o b l e m  i n  t h e  
f u t u r e  b e c a u s e  ( a )  t h e  w e l l - t i m b e r e d  a r e a s  a r e  a  m i x  o f  
b r o a d l e a f  t r e e s  w i t h  o n l y  a b o u t  25% s p r u c e ,  a n d  
( b )  we  h a v e  l i t t l e  l o g g i n g  s l a s h  i n  w h i c h  t h e  b e e t l e s  c a n  
r e p r o d u c e .

Q.  Who i s  a g a i n s t  SB 4 3 0 ?

A. S e v e r a l  g r o u p s  a r e  a g a i n s t  t h e  b i l l .  T h e y  i n c l u d e  t h e  
M a t - S u  B o r o u g h ’ s  a s s e m b l y ,  m a y o r ,  a n d  m a n a g e r ,  t h e  W a s i l l a  
C i t y  C o u n c i l .  T h e  b o r o u g h - s u b s i d i z e d  R e g i o n a l  E c o n o m i c  
D e v e l o p m e n t  C o r p .  a l s o  o p p o s e s  t h e  b i l l .

Q. W h a t  i s  w r o n g  w i t h  r e m o t e  c o m m e r c i a l  s a l e s ?

A.  o  T h e  1 9 8 9  P r o g r a m  R e v i e w  o f  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  F o r e s t r y  
c i t e d  a  " s e v e r e  p r o b l e m  w i t h  r e f o r e s t a t i o n "  f o l l o w i n g  t i m b e r  
h a r v e s t s  i n  s o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a .  S c a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s o i l ,  
t h e  o n l y  t e c h n i q u e  c u r r e n t l y  u s e d  i n  s o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a ,  
p r o d u c e s  r e - g r o w t h  o n  o n l y  30% o f  t h e  a c r e a g e  t o  w h i c h  i t  i s  
a p p l i e d .  R e - p l a n t i n g  w i t h  s e e d l i n g s  i s  n o t  c a r r i e d  o u t .

o  S t a t e  f o r e s t e r s  h a v e  l i t t l e  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  u n d e r  c u r r e n t  
b u d g e t s ,  t o  e n f o r c e  t h e  F o r e s t  P r a c t i c e s  A c t .

o  I n  r e m o t e  a r e a s ,  c o m m e r c i a l  s a l e s  a r e  m o n e y  l o s e r s .
F o r  e x a m p l e ,  DNR’ s  1 9 8 8  r o a d  s t u d y  s h o w e d  t h e  m o s t  u s e f u l  
new  r o a d  f o r  t i m b e r  r e m o v a l  i n  t h e  S u  B a s i n  w a s  t h e  
K a s h w i t n a  R o a d  n e a r  t h e  r o a d  s y s t e m  i n  t h e  W i l l o w  a r e a .  
H o w e v e r ,  a f t e r  a d d i n g  u p  a l l  t h e  e c o n o m i c  b e n e f i t s ,  t h e  
s t u d y  s h o w e d  t h a t  t h e  r e t u r n  l i k e l y  w o u l d  b e  f i v e  c e n t s  f o r  
e a c h  d o l l a r  s p e n t  o n  t h e  r o a d  o n  a n  a n n u a l  b a s i s



C o m m u n i t y  V i e w s

As  y o u  h e a r d  i n  t h e  F e b r u a r y  20  t e s t i m o n y ,  s e v e r a l  
g o v e r n m e n t a l  b o d i e s  o p p o s e  SB 4 3 0 ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
M a t - S u  B o r o u g h  g o v e r n m e n t .  M a y o r  D o r o t h y  J o n e s  w i t h  
A s s e m b l y  m e m b e r s  R o s e  P a l m q u i s t  a n d  E l e a n o r  M a l a p a n e s  
m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  b i l l  w o u l d  j e o p a r d i z e  
e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t y  t h e  t h e  b o r o u g h .  E l e a n o r  M a l a p a n e s ,  a t  
y o u r  q u e s t i o n i n g ,  a l s o  c i t e d  l o c a l  o p i n i o n  p o l l s  o p p o s i n g  
t h e  b i l l .

S u c h  s t a t e m e n t s ,  h o w e v e r ,  h a v e  l i t t l e  b a s i s ,  a s  I  
t e s t i f i e d  o n  F e b r u a r y  2 0 .  T h e  b i l l  s e e k s  t o  p r o t e c t  
b u s i n e s s e s  a n d  r e s o u r c e s  w h o s e  e c o n o m i c  v a l u e  i s  l o n g - p r o v e n  
a g a i n s t  t h e  r i s k s  f r o m  r e m o t e  c o m m e r c i a l  l o g g i n g ,  w h i c h  
s t a t e  s t u d i e s  s h o w  w i l l  c o s t  m o r e  t h a n  i t  w i l l  p r o d u c e .

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  b i l l  i s  t h e  r e s p o n s e  o f  a r e a  r e s i d e n t s  
t o  t h e  s t a t e ’ s  l o g g i n g  p l a n s .  A l t h o u g h  M r s .  M a l a p a n e s  
m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  79% o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  o p p o s e d  SB 4 3 0  i n  a  
l o c a l  o p i n i o n  p o l l ,  n o  s u c h  p o l l  h a s  b e e n  c o n d u c t e d .  S h e  
m ay  h a v e  b e e n  t h i n k i n g  o f  a  p o l l  c o n d u c t e d  b y  t h e  O v e r a l l  
E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o m m i t t e e  o n  o t h e r  i s s u e s  l a s t  m o n t h .
I n  c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  o n l y  l o c a l  p o l l  o n  t h e  i s s u e  o f  c o m m e r c i a l  
l o g g i n g  i n  t h e  B a s i n  w a s  a  n o n - s c i e n t i f i c  p o l l  b y  t h e  l o c a l  
n e w s p a p e r  a  y e a r  a n d  a  h a l f  a g o .  M o s t  p e o p l e  i n t e r v i e w e d  i n  
t h e  P a l m e r  a n d  W a s i l l a  a r e a  s a i d  t h e y  d i d  n e t  l i k e  t h e  
n o t i o n  o f  l a r g e  t i m b e r  s a l e s  i n  t h e  S u s i t n a  V a l l e y .
A t t i t u d e s  a r e  e v e n  s t r o n g e r  a m o n g  p e o p l e  d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t e d  
b y  t h e  s t a t e ’ s  p r o p o s a l s .  T a l k e e t n a  b u s i n e s s m e n ,  S k w e n t n a  
C o m m u n i t y  C o u n c i l ,  T o k o s h a  C i t i z e n s ’ C o u n c i l ,  A l a s k a  H o t e l  
a n d  M o t e l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a n d  m o r e  t h a n  60  o t h e r  g r o u p s ,  
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  s o m e  4 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  i n  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  t h e  V a l l e y ,  
c o m p r i s e  t h e  g r o u p  t h a t  r e q u e s t e d  SB 4 3 0 .  T h e s e  p e o p l e  w a n t  
n o  c o m m e r c i a l  l o g g i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n  t h e  r o a d l e s s  a r e a s  o f  t h e  
Su  B a s i n .

P l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  t h e s e  o b s e r v a t i o n s  a n d  h e l p  m o v e  SB 4 3 0  
t o  t h e  S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .

S i n c e r e l y

M i c h a e l  B r o n s o n



PO B o x  1 0 3 4 4 1  
A n c h o r a g e ,  AK 9 9 5 1 0  
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S e n a t o r  S z y m a n s k i  a n d  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e
S e n a t e  C o m m u n i t y  & R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e ,

R e :  Y o u r  q u e s t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  p l a n n i n g  f r o m  y o u r  h e a r i n g  y e s t e r d a y
o n  S B 4 3 0

I f  t h e  A l a s k a  C h a p t e r  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  r e v i s i o n  p l a n n i n g  p r o c e s s  f o r  
t h e  S u s i t n a  A r e a  P l a n  w o u l d  t a k e  c a r e ,  i f  y o u  w i l l ,  o f  o u r  c o n c e r n s  
a b o u t  t h e  m u l t i p l e  u s e s  c u r r e n t  i n  t h e  S u s i t n a  V a l l e y ,  we w o u l d  
h e s i t a t e  t o  s u p p o r t  S B 4 3 0 .

F r o m  o u r  m e m b e r s h i p ' s  p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  
R e s o u r c e s  h a s  t r e a t e d  t h e  p u b l i c  w i t h  m e r e  f o r m a l i t y  a t  b e s t  d u r i n g  
r e c e n t  p l a n n i n g  e f f o r t s .  F r o m  t h e  o v e r n i g h t  a m e n d i n g  o f  t h e  H a t c h e r  
P a s s  p l a n  t o  a c c o m o d a t e  f o r e i g n  s k i  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n t e r e s t s  t o  t h e  
c a s u a l  d i s m i s s a l  o f  p u b l i c  t e s t i m o n y  u p o n  s e v e r a l  o c c a s i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  
r e s o r t  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  D e n a l i  S t a t e  P a r k ,  DNR h a s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h a t  i t  
i s  o p e r a t i n g  o n  i t s  ow n  a g e n d a .  T h i s  a g e n c y ' s  m a n y  m i s t a k e s  w i t h  
t i m b e r  h a r v e s t s  i n  t h e  C a p e  Y a k a t a g a  a n d  I c y  B a y  a r e a s  f r u s t r a t e ,  
f r i g h t e n  a n d  a n g e r  u s .  I t  i s  r a t h e r  d i f f i c u l t  t o  t r u s t  t h i s  a g e n c y  
w i t h  t h e  S u s i t n a  V a l l e y .

T h o s e  o f  u s  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e  m a n y  m e e t i n g s  f o r  t h e  S u s i t n a  R e g i o n a l  
F o r e s t  P l a n  h a v e  r e p e a t e d l y  a s k e d  t h a t  o t h e r  v a l u e s  a n d  t h o s e  l i s t e d  
i n  t h e  S u s i t n a  A r e a  P l a n  a l o n g  w i t h  f o r e s t r y ,  b e  g i v e n  e q u a l  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  F r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  t h i s  p l a n n i n g  e f f o r t  h a s  b e e n  a  
m a r c h  t o w a r d  f i n d i n g  l a r g e  a m o u n t s  o f  t i m b e r  t o  c u t .

R A  C L U B
A l a s k a  C h a p t e r

‘ ‘N ot blind opposition to progress, but opposition to blind progress. ’ ’



A s s i s t a n t  DNR C o m m i s s i o n e r  H a w k i n s  a n d  D r .  W e l b o u r n  h a v e  t o l d  u s  t h a t  
t h e  o n l y  w a y  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  p e r p e t u a t i o n  o f  r e m o t e ,  r o a d l e s s  
r e c r e a t i o n ,  t o u r i s m  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  v a l u e s  i n  t h e  S u s i t n a  V a l l e y  i s  f o r  
u s  t o  s e e k  a  l e g i s l a t i v e  s o l u t i o n .  T h e  r e v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  S u s i t n a  A r e a  
P l a n  w i l l  n o t  p r o v i d e  w h a t  we s e e k ,  we h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  t o l d .

D N R ' s  p l a n n i n g  p r o c e s s e s  a r e

, p l e a s e  l e t  me k n o w .  I  c a n  b e

i n  s u m m a r y ,  S B 4 3 0  he.*'- o u r  s u p p o r t ,  
w o r k i n g .

a d d i t i o n a l  a s s i s t a n c e  
5 7 6 .

M a r y  
V o l u n t e e r
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C h a i r m a n  S z y m a n s k i  a n d  C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s ,

My n a m e  i s  M a r y  G r i s c o  a n d  I  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  n e a r l y  1 , 9 0 0  m e m b e r s  o f  
t h e  A l a s k a  C h a p t e r  o f  t h e  S i e r r a  C l u b ;  A l a s k a n s  f r o m  D i o m e d e  t o  
A d a k ,  K o t z e b u e  t o  K e t c h i k a n .

I  w a n t  t o  t h a n k  t h e  ANCHORAGE TIMES f o r  g i v i n g  u s  p u b l i c i t y  f o r  
t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  f a c t s  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  n e w s p r i n t .  We 
a r e  j u s t  o n e  o f  t h e  68  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  
S u s i t n a  V a l l e y  A s s o c i a t i o n .  We d i d  n o t  a s k  S e n a t o r  R o d e y  t o  
i n t r o d u c e  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  b e f o r e  y o u .

We d o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  h o w e v e r .

T h i s  i s  r a t h e r  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  l e g i s l a t i o n .  I t  d i r e c t s  t h a t  t h e  
w a y  t h e  S u s i t n a  V a l l e y  i s  c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  u s e d  c o n t i n u e . . . .  t h a t  
i n c l u d e s  t h e  s m a l l s c a l e  l o g g i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .

T h e  p r o x i m i t y  o f  t h i s  V a l l e y  t o  o u r  s t a t e ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  c e n t e r  a n d  
o u r  l a r g e s t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a i r p o r t  m e a n s  t h a t  m a n y  r e s i d e n t s  a n d  
t o u r i s t s  h u n t ,  f i s h ,  b o a t ,  f l i g h t s e e  a n d  h i k e  i n  t h i s  r o a d l e s s  
a r e a .  T h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  r e m o t e  r e c r e a t i o n  a n d  t o u r i s m  i n d u s t r y  
p r o v i d e s  h u n d r e d s  o f  j o b s  a n d  m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  f o r  o u r  s t a t e ,  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  M a t - S u  B o r o u g h .  I t  m a k e s  n o  s e n s e  t o  d e s t r o y  j o b s  
t o  c r e a t e  j o b s .  L a r g e  s c a l e  r o a d - b u i l d i n g  a n d  c o m m e r c i a l  l o g g i n g  
a r e  i n c o m p a t i a b l e  w i t h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n d u s t r i e s .  S u r e l y  
d i v e r s i f y i n g  o u r  e c o n o m y  d o e s  n o t  m e a n  t a k i n g  j o b s  a w a y  f r o m  o u r  
r e s i d e n t s .

T h e  p r e s e n t  DNR p l a n n i n g  e f f o r t  ( c a l l e d  t h e  S u s i t n a  R e g i o n a l  
F o r e s t  P l a n )  d o e s  n o t  a d d r e s s  a n  e s s e n t i a l  q u e s t i o n :  w i l l  a n  
i n c r e a s e d  l e v e l  o f  l o g g i n g  b e  e c o n o m i c a l l y ,  c u l t u r a l l y ,  a n d  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  i n  t h e  S u s i t n a  V a l l e y ?

T h i s  p l a n n i n g  y o u  m a y  r e c a l l  b e g a n  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  
u n w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  l e t  t h e  S t a t e  u n d e r t a k e  m a j o r  c l e a r c u t t i n g  a n d  
r o a d b u i l d i n g  w i t h o u t  f i r s t  p l a n n i n g  a b o u t  how t o  u s e  o u r  p u b l i c  
l a n d s .

“N ot blind opposition to progress, but opposition to blind progress. ’’



DNR' s  p l a n n i n g  r e m a i n s  f l a w e d ;  i t  i s  b i a s e d  i n  f a v o r  o f  l o g g i n g  
w i t h o u t  g i v i n g  e q u a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  o t h e r  u s e s .  T h e  S u s i t n a  
A r e a  P l a n ,  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h i s  p l a n n i n g ,  d o e s  n o t  l i s t  f o r e s t r y  
( l o g g i n g )  a s  t h e  o n l y ,  p r i m a r y  u s e  f o r  a n y  p a r t  o f  t h e  V a l l e y .  
Y e t ,  DNR i s  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h i s  p l a n n i n g  a s  i f  t h e i r  v e r s i o n  o f  
f o r e s t r y  w e r e  t h e  p r i m a r y  u s e .  We, a l o n g  w i t h  m a n y  o t h e r s ,  
c o n t i n u e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h i s  p l a n n i n g  p r o c e s s .

We a r e  t i r e d  h o w e v e r  o f  t h e  a r r o g a n c e  o f  DNR; t h i s  a g e n c y  w o r k s  
f o r  u s .  A n d  y e t  o u r  c o n c e r n s  a r e  i g n o r e d .

T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  a  w a y  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  m u l t i p l e  u s e s  c u r r e n t  
i n  t h i s  V a l l e y .  T h e  p r o p o s e d  S u s i t n a  S t a t e  F o r e s t  l e g i s l a t i o n  
a l s o  s h o w s  o t h e r s  a r e  f r u s t r a t e d  w i t h  t h i s  p r o c e s s .  When  DNR 
c o m p l e t e s  i t s  l o g g i n g  p l a n ,  h o w  w o u l d  a  S t a t e  F o r e s t  d e s i g n a t i o n  
h e l p ?  T h e  S u s i t n a  A r e a  P l a n  i s  d u e  t o  b e  a m e n d e d  t h i s  y e a r .  How 
w i l l  t h i s  DNR p l a n  h e l p ?  DNR h a s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  p r o v i d e  
f o r  t h e  p e r p e t u a t i o n  o f  r e m o t e ,  r o a d l e s s  r e c r e a t i o n ,  t o u r i s m  a n d  
c o m m u n i t y  v a l u e s  ONLY I F  d i r e c t e d  t o  d o  s o  b y  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  
S B 4 3 0  p r o v i d e s  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i v e  d i r e c t i o n .

W e / e n c o u r a g e  . y o u r  p a s s i n g  o u t  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .
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JnFDnnntian Ca-ardiriator 
Alaska Survival

Subject: Habitet Division, Alaska Department of Fish and Seme 
Susitna Regional Forest Flan(SRFP) guidelines 
Application to KatSu Borough Forast Management Plan

hlMrv Ci 0 IJ3U
The protection of our natural resources is necessary for healthy rural 
and'remote communities in the Upper’'" Busitne Valley. This is the gasl . 
of residents involved in the public process for the borough fcrest 
management plan.P ‘ ,
The public looks to ths appropriate agencies that are statutorily 
mandated to protect resources. Unfortunately, ADFSG and ADfviR heve 
no statutory regulations to protect the resources of visual quality, 
recreation, end life sty le s. Fortunately, ADF&3 does rrguls te fish 
one wildlife resources.

It was with disappointment to note the lack of Habitat Division, ADF&G 
comments on the borough forest plan beyond a summary of fish and w ildlife  
resources in the It proposed management units. Thera are no detailed 
comments regarding potential lugging impacts on the habitats and fish  
and wildlife resources in the units.
Through correspondence with Frank Rue, Director of the Habitat Division, 
the situation is es follows:
1. RMA, authors of the borough plan, repuested only a summery of fish  and 

wildlife resources from the division,
2 ,. This information is containeo in part 3.0 forest Management Units of 

the RMA report.
3. The division "offered to provide more de tr.il ad background information 

describing the geographic distribution end abundance of fish and wildlife  
resources in the Mut-Bu Borough Fore, c Mr-nagement Flan area, species- 
specific h.-bitat requirements, food habits, e description or potential 
impacts resulting from timber h.jrvn-.ting, and a set of management guide­
lines -:nd recommendations to avoid or *m*lir)r3te these impacts."

" - > 1 1  rf thin work had sire dy br?«?n co* rlate*d for the Susitna Regional 
For®'.'*, rim  (SRFF) currently ‘ sing ds**/? loped by D'.Fi."

U .  Ff !'•. indie* ted th .t the si,rjeri"j cum'lttne nf the borough plnn was 
inolined to include these guidelines drvrlrrcri far SRFF.

G. The KatSu Borough ha? not yet inriic'-tnd Mhsther they will use the 
3RFF guidelines.

F-o The Hr bit: t Diaisionu,.1 -ill br :’Rcn~rnd‘ r.rj fr th? borcugh to ednpt 
these auidslin-'- for the It writs.

THE F U R r u b E  Lr T h i s  i- tl-lLRs.'.DbM IS Tit STFvpRGLY RtCGMMEMD 
T H A T  THE D L R L L u H  t CCEFT T H E S E  J U I D l L I E l SI



These guidelines are incorporated intn the Division's January 1590 
rnDort Susitna Regional. Forest Plan Fish end Wildlife Resources which 
"summarizes the distribution, habitr-t requirements, feed habits, and 
-cten tirl logging inp.-.cts to o number of fish- end w ildlife species 
found in the Susitna Regional Forest Flan Packqrcund information
is s I s g  summarized f rom  which management guidelines mere developed to 
-void nr smelicir-te impacts to the fish  and w ildlife resource in the 
planning area,"
Management considerations and recommended m.snenement notions ere included 
for:

• r

*2o’

*3.

*5.

*G„

Of course, to fully protect the puolic fish and w ilolife interests, the 
H ebitst Division needs to review and comment for each specific unit. 
Unfortunately, this will probably not happen until specific timber 
sales are proposed. It can be argued that i t  that point, the momentum 
to log hrs been established and it is  harder for the public to control 
the uses of these public lands.

be request that you incorporate the Habitat j.dt-F ouidelines into the 
borough forest management plan.

Logging Road Location 
Logging Road Construction 
end Design
Logging Road Management 
Scheduling Harvest Activities 
Location and Shape of 
Harvest Units
Harvesting Methods_______________

*7, Debri Management
*3. Site Preparation
*9. Prescribed 3urning
*10.Tree Harvesting Systems
*1 1 . Herbicides
*12.Forest Regeneration

Although Alaska Survival does not agree with a ll the recommended 
management options, it  i.s a good start in protecting moose, bear, 
furbearers, bald eagles, trupteter swans, spruce grouse (did not 
see a section on fish) from logging and roading.

quotes from correspondence with the Habitat Division
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D N R Area plans
Briefing:  Susitna and  Willow Area  Plans 
Brief ing:  SB 430 (Susi tna Va l ley Remote 

Recrea t ion Area)
Brief ing:  Susitna Regiona l  Forest  Plan 
C it izens’ Advisory C om m it tee  fo r  forest  plan 
Brief ing:  Susitna State  R ecrea t io n  Rivers  

Management  Plan 
Susi tna Recreat ion R ive rs  Plan  brochure  
Brief ing:  Kashwitna  M a nage m en t  Plan

Feb ruary  15, 1990

Alaska Departmem ex
NATURAL 
RESOURCES



February 12, 1990

Purposes

Area

Process

P a r t i c i ­
pants

Major
Decisions

Update
Process

S U S I T N A  A N D  W I L L O W  A R E A  P L A N S

Designate  main uses of  state and  borough lands
Establ ish guidel ines  to ensure tha t  mult iple  uses occur  compat ib ly
Coord inate  use o f  s ta te  and borough lands

15.8 mil l ion acres of  land  in the M atanuska -Sus i tna  Borough an d  Tyonek areas 
including:
— 9.5 mil lion acres  o f  s tate land 
-- 600 thousand acres  of  borough land

Issues iden t i f i ed  by pub l ic  and  agencies
I n fo rm a t ion  ga thered  by state, borough, an d  federa l  agencies
Alterna t ives  reviewed by publ ic
D r a f t  plan reviewed by agencies
D r a f t  plan reviewed by publ ic
Final  plan adop ted  by DNR, DFG,  and  Mat-Su Borough in 1985

Plann ing team: D N R ,  DFG, DOT&PF, Mat-Su Borough
Coopera t ing agencies: USDA Soil Conserva t ion  Service,  BLM, K ena i  Borough
Public: 40 publ ic  meetings, wr i t t en  + oral  comments ,  mee t ings  wi th  groups

Designated p r im a ry  and  secondary land uses
Establ ished  land use guidel ines to keep mult iple  uses compat ib le
I den t i f i ed  105,000 acres  for  f u tu r e  disposals
I den t i f i ed  50,000 acres  fo r  agr icul tu re ,  inc lud ing  agric. homesteads 
Establ ished s t ream, lake,  t rail,  and  we t land  bu f f e r s  in i and  disposal  areas  
Iden t i f i ed  areas open to new mineral  en try  an d  leasehold locat ion; closes lands 

along some s t reams and sensi t ive hab i t a ts  to mineral  en try  
Recommended  State  Recrea t ion Rivers  (adopted) ,  Nclch ina  Publ ic

Use Area (adopted) ,  Susitna State  Forest  (HB 356 in commit tee) ,  and 
legis la t ive des igna t ion  of  t rum pe te r  swan nest ing areas ,  Sus i tna -Yentna  
Publ ic  Use Area ,  add i t ion  to Susi tna Gam e  Flats,  a n d  rec rea t ion  sites. 

Recommended t ranspor ta t ion  co rr idors  to suppo r t  land use des ignat ions 
Classif ied land as r equ i red  by AS 38.04.065 
Establ ished process fo r  m odify ing  the plan

Plans arc upda ted  abou t  every f ive  years. The  f i r s t  u pda te  fo r  the Susitna 
Area Plan is scheduled to begin in 19°^ ' ~ Susitna a n d  Willow plans will
be combined  du r in g  the update.  The  updu,  process will  be done wi th  the 
in teragency p lann ing  team and  publ ic  review.

The  process will review guidelines ,  land  use designat ions,  legislat ive 
recommendat ions ,  and  proposed set t lement  and  ag r i c u l tu re  areas  to de te rmine  
where changes a rc  needed.  It will  also upda te  land s ta tus  and develop 
guidel ines  fo r  commercial  leasing.
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SUBREGION BOUNDARIES____________
The Susitna Area is divided into 12 large subregions 
(or issue and resource analysis. A description of 
the resources and land management policies (or

Lands Not Addressed by this Plan (Denali °! ,lhes® sutP/®9i° ns is, presrented in this
N  State Park. Denali National Park). ^ a p t e r  5 w,'h‘n Dena" s,a,e ^ rk• °enali' National Park and Preserve are not addressedby this plan.



A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  
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S u s i t n a  A r e a  P l a n

P R I M A R Y  S U R F A C E  

L A N D  U S E  D E S I G N A T I O N S

This map shows generalized land use designations. Only the primary surface designations are shown. The 
primary uses are not the only uses that will be permitted; the large majority of publicly retained lands are 
multiple use areas where a variety of other uses, including mining, are allowed. Information on the manage­
ment of subsurface resources including boundaries of areas open and closed to mining are shown on the 
Subsurface Designation Map. See also Chapter 2 for land management guidelines that apply to the whole 
planning area and Chapter 3 for a complete statement of management intent for each location.



Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Land and Water Mgmt. 
Land and Resources Section 
Box 107005, Anchorage, Alaska 99510 • 907-762-2660

F e b r u a r y  12, 1990

Purposes

Area

Process

Par t i c ipan ts

Major Issues

Current Step

Dete rm ine  the  areas  ava i l ab le  fo r  t im ber  ha rves t in g  
Set the rules  fo r  t im ber  ha rves t ing  in the Sus i tna  Val ley 
De te rm ine  the  volume o f  t imber  ava i l ab le  fo r  ha rves t

2 mil l ion ac res  total  area in the lowlands of  the Susi tna  basin an d  Tyonck  a rea  
1 mil l ion ac res  o f  s ta te  l and  w i th  des igna t ions  al lowing  t im ber  harves t
400,000 acres  of  des igna ted  s ta te  forest  l and  w i th  mixed forests,  cot tonwood ,  or 

closed w h i te  spruce fo res t

Issues i d e n t i f i e d  w in te r  1988 
P lann ing  begun sp r ing 1988 
D a ta  co l lect ion summer,  fa ll ,  w in te r  1988 
Develop reg iona l  gu idel ines  1989
Develop s i t e-specif ic  gu idel ines  w in te r  1990 - C U R R E N T  STE P  
Publ ic  rev iew  of  d r a f t  proposal  spr ing 1990 
F ina l  p lan  sum m e r  1990

P lann ing  team
D N R  Forest ry ,  L and  & Water,  Parks ,  A gr i cu l tu re
Dept,  o f  Fish  and  Game
Dept ,  o f  T ra n sp o r t a t io n  & Publ ic  Faci l i t i es
Dept ,  o f  E n v i ro n m e n ta l  Conservat ion
M atanuska -Sus i tna  Borough
K e n a i  Pen insu la  Borough

Techn ica l  advisors  -- US Forest  Service,  Soil Conse rva t ion  Service,  US Fish & 
Wildl i fe  Service

Cit izens’ A dv iso ry  Commit tee  -- represen ta t ives  o f  80 in te res t  groups,  local 
governments ,  co rpora t ions ,  an d  legis la t ive o f f i ces

Genera l  pub l ic  -- meet ings on issues an d  d r a f t  proposals ,  newslet ters ,  br ie f ings  to 
in te res t  groups,  phone  calls and  let ters

Rules  f o r  t im b er  ha rves t in g
Fish an d  w i ld l i fe  ha b i t a t  and  w a te r  q ua l i ty
Recrea t ion ,  touri sm,  and  scenery
Access deve lo pm en t
Coord ina t ion  with a d ja c e n t  landowners  
Public invo lvem en t

Regiona l  gu idel ines  on h a b i t a t ,  rec reat ion ,  c u l tu ra l  resources ,  access, and  landowner  
issues a rc  d r a f t e d .  P lann in g  team is deve loping  gu idel ines  fo r  s i te-specif ic  issues. 
D r a f t  p lan  will  be presented  to the pub l ic  in sp r ing  1990.
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B R IE F IN G  P A P E R  

SB 430: S U S IT N A  VALLEY RE M O TE R E C R E A T IO N  AREA

Sum mary  The  Sus i tna  Val ley  Remote  R e c rea t ion  Area  (SVR RA)  proposed  in SB 430
confl i c t s  wi th  des igna t ions  in the  Sus i tna  Area  Plan  an d  proposed legislat ive 
designations.

Land  The  S V R R A  encompasses  a p p rox im a te ly  2.1 mil l ion acres  (see map) ,  near ly  all
S t a tu s  s ta te  land.  A pprox im a te ly  58 thousand  acres  a re  bo rough  land,  and  seven

thousand  acres  belong to the univer s i ty .  Several  thousand  p r iva te  parcels  are 
located w i th in  the boundary .1 The  bill would  not  app ly  to borough, 
un iver s i ty ,  or  p r iva te  lands

Rela t ion Roads. SB 430 proh ib i ts  pub l ic ly - funded  roads connected  to the main  road
to Sus i tn a  system. The  plans i d e n t i f y  po ten t ia l  f u t u r e  rou tes  t h a t  would  provide  road
an d  Willow access to t im ber  harves t  areas , p r iva te  an d  borough  lands, m in ing  arec.s, and
Plans  r ec rea t ion  sites and  recommends  road  access in ce r t a in  areas ,  especial ly

be tween  the  Susi tna  an d  Yentna  r ivers.  The  bill  does not d e f in e  "road" nor 
c la r i fy  w h e th e r  seasonal roads a re  inc luded  in the proh ib i t ion .

Timber .  The  S V R R A  proposal  would  de lete  fo re s t ry  as a p r im a ry  use w i th in  
its boundari es ,  and  p roh ib i t  commerc ia l  fo restry.  Th is  would  remove  the 
m ajo r i ty  of  the t imber  wi th  commerc ia l  po ten t ia l  f rom  the  ava i lable  pool. 
T im ber  ha rves t ing  fo r  ha b i t a t  e n h a n ce m en t  would  depend  on s ta te  fund ing .  
SB 430 al lows ha rves t in g  fo r  persona l  use fo r  i n d iv idua l s  a n d  commercial  
faci l i t ies .  C u r r e n t  D N R  pol icy does not  a l low use by commerc ial  faci l i t ies  
u nde r  the  d e f in i t i o n  o f  personal  use, s ince the wood suppor ts  a p ro f i t -m ak ing  
opera t ion.

Agricul ture .  Abou t  h a l f  the ag r i c u lu tu ra l  a reas  des igna ted  in the  Susi tna  and  
Willow plans, the K a s h w i tn a  K nobs  an d  Fish Creek  pro jects  arc  in the bill 
boundary .  U n d e r  the bill, roads to these a reas  would  have  to be pr ivately  
funded .

Mining. SB 430 allows min ing u n d e r  leasehold locat ion i f  approved  in a 
m anagem en t  p lan and  p roh ib i ts  m in era l  loca t ion by claims. T h e  plans requires  
leasehold locat ion only in specif ic  areas  w i th  k now n  resource confl icts,  
[what  is c u r r e n t  s ta tus  on leasehold s ta tewide]

Land disposals .  Over  h a l f  the land  disposal  pool  in the  Susi tna and  Willow 
Plans is w i th in  SB 430. The  bill does not  prec lude  l and  sales, bu t  a 
p roh ib i t ion  on pub l ic ly - funded  roads  could a f f e c t  m arke ts  a n d  p roper ty  values. 
Cur ren t ly ,  roads wi th  publ ic  f u n d in g  such as t im ber  roads o f t e n  prov ide  access 
to p r iva te  lands.

Process.  The  bill makes extens ive  changes to the  des igna t ions  in the area 
plans. The  plans are  the resul t  of  years  of  in te ragency  w ork  and  over  40 
publ ic  meet ings.  The  f i r s t  f ive -year  review of  the plans will  s ta r t  this  year,

1 A pprox imate ly  13,000 p r iva te  parcels  a re  w i th in  the Susi tna Regiona l  Forest  Plan 
which  overlaps  much o f  this area.  It is not  know n  w ha t  po r t ion  of  the parcels  are wi th in  
the SV R R A ,  or how m any  pr iva te  parcels  arc in the pa r t  of  the  S V R R A  outs ide  the forest 
p lan boundary .  The  total  a m o u n t  of  pr iva te  ownersh ip  p robab ly  totals 50-100 thousand 
acres.
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The review will consider  changes to designat ions and  legislat ive 
recommenda t ions .  However ,  D N R believes that  a proh ibi t ion on roads and  
t imber  harvest  in an a rea  the size of  SB 430 would have to be a legislat ive r a the r  
than a dm in is t r a t ive  action.

Sus i tna  S ta te  Forest .  T h e  bill would  remove two-thirds  of  the acreage from the 
s tate forest  proposed by the Susi tna Area Plan, and over ha lf  the area in HB 356 
(Susitna State  Forest).

Che la tn a  Publ ic  Use Area.  The  Chc la tn a  Publ ic Use Area (SB 165) is ent i re ly  
wi th in  SB 430. The  pub l ic  use a rea  does not prohibi t  roads and  allows new 
mining claims.

S us i tn a -Yen tn a  Publ ic  Use Area.  Th is  designat ion was recommended by the 
Susitna Area Plan but  legis la tion has not  been introduced.  It does not proh ib i t  
roads; fores try is a p r im a ry  use in pa r t  of  the area.

T rum pe te r  Swan nest ing areas .  Most of  the areas  recommended by the Susitna 
plan for  legislat ive designat ion to protect  t rumpete r  swan nesting hab i t a t  are 
w i th in  SB 430. These areas  do not specif ica l ly  prohib i t  roads, but  l imit  act ivi t ies  
tha t  could d i s tu rb  nesting.

Sus i tna S ta te  Rec rea t ion  Rivers. The  Lake Creek, Ta lachu l i tna  River,  Dcshka 
River  (par t ),  and  A le xa nde r  Creek corr idors  are wi thin the bill boundary ,  but  
arc  not  a f f e c te d  by SB 430.

The  bill requires  a m anagem en t  plan fo r  the area. Detai led plann ing  for  an area 
this size would take  2-3 years  wi th  a s t a f f  of  one range 18 and one range 16 plus 
technical ,  clerical,  g raphic ,  and  GIS support.  The bill would prevent  s tate 
investment  in roads an d  t imber  sales.

The bill gives m anagem en t  au th o r i ty  to DNR under  Ti tle 41. Ii does not specify 
whe ther  or not  it  has pa rk  s ta tus  nor  which  division is the lead autho r i ty .  Since 
the legislat ion includes mining,  we assume this land would be managed  as a 
publ ic  use area u nde r  the Divis ion of  Land and  Water Management
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OTHER AGENCIES AFFECTED by BILL
D e p t ,  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  
D e p t ,  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
D e p t ,  o f  F i s h  a n d  Gam e

CONSTITUENT GROUPlS) AFFECTED BY 8ILL
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ORGANIZATIONAL support por bill
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organizational opposition to bill 
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BACKGROUNO/LEGISLATIVE INTEN̂ e e  a t t a c h e d
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b i l l  s h o u l d  b e  s u b s i t u t e d  w i t h  t h e  w o r d  s h a l l  ( B i l l  v e r s i o n  i n t r o d u c e d  2 / 2 / 9 0 ) .
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ATTACHMENT TO B I L L  ANALYSIS FOR SB 4 3 0  

CONSTITUENT GROUPS AFFECTED BY B I L L

A i r  t a x i  o p e r a t o r s ,  g u i d e s ,  B o a t  c h a r t e r s ,  T i m b e r  c o m p a n i e s ,  S p o r t  
h u n t e r s ,  C o m m e r c i a l ,  S p o r t ,  a n d  S u b s i s t e n c e  f i s h e r i e s ,  a n d  L a n d  
d e v e l o p e r s

ORGANIZATIONS I N  SUPPORT FOR B I L L

A c c o r d i n g  t o  r e c — n t  n e w s p a p e r  a r t i c l e s ,  69  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  
b u s i n e s s e s  a n d  4 , 3 0 0  i n d i v i d u a l s  h a v e  i n d i c a t e d  s u p p o r t  f o r  SB 4 3 0 .  
A p p r o x i m a t e l y  27% o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  s o m e  7 0 0  i n d i v i d u a l s  
s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  b i l l  a r e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h .  
M a n y  a i r  c h a r t e r  s e r v i c e s ,  c o m m e r c i a l  l o d g e s ,  o u t f i t t e r s ,  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  a n d  t h e  S u s i t n a  V a l l e y  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
a  c o n s o r t i u m  o f  a l l  t h e  a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  s u p p o r t  t h e  
b i l l .

BACKGROUND/LEGISLATIVE INTENT

SB 4 3 0  e m p h a s i z e s  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n ,  m a i n t e n a n c e ,  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  
f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  h a b i r a t  a n d  p o p u l a t i o n s ;  a n d  t r a d i t i o n a l  p u b l i c  
u s e s  s u c h  a s  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  t r a p p i n g ,  a n d  o t h e r  f o r m s  o f  r e m o t e  
a r e a  r e c r e a t i o n  o n  c e r t a i n  s t a t e  l a n d s  i n  t h e  S u s i t n a  B a s i n .  T h i s  
b i l l  w o u l d  p r o t e c t  t h e  e c o n o m i c  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  a r e a ' s  r e c r e a t i o n  
a n d  t o u r i s m  i n d u s t r i e s  t h a t  a r e  d e p e n d e n t  o n  f i s h  a n d  g a m e  
r e s o u r c e s  a n d  t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t h e  a r e a ' s  r e m o t e n e s s .

ANA LYSIS

ADF&G i s  w o r k i n g  w i t h  ADNR o n  t h e  S u s i t n a  F o r e s t  M a n a g e m e n t  P l a n  
a n d  l e a k s  t o  t h a t  p r o c e s s  t o  r e s o l v e  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  r e s o u r c e  
i s s u e s .  T h e  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  p r o h i b i t ,  s u b j e c t  t o  
e x i s t i n g  r i g h t ,  t h e  s a l e  o r  t r a n s f e r  o f  s t a t e  l a n d s ,  c o m m e r c i a l  
l o g g i n g ,  m i n i n g  e x c e p t  b y  l e a s e  ( e x c l u d i n g  v a l i d  e x i s t i n g  m i n e s ) , 
a n d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  p u b l i c l y  f i n a n c e d  o r  m a i n t a i n e d  r o a d s  o n  s t a t e  
l a n d s  w i t h i n  m o s t  o f  t h e  w a t e r s h e d s  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  S u s i t n a  B a s i n  
i n c l u d i n g  L a k e  a n d  A l e x a n d e r  C r e e k s ,  K a h i l t n a ,  Y e n t n a ,  K i c h a t n a ,  
S k w e n t n a ,  a n d  T a l a c h u l i t n a  R i v e r s .  A l l  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  w o u l d  b e  
a l l o w e d .

PROGRAM EFFECT

T h e  m a j o r  e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  b i l l  o n  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s  i s  t o  r e q u i r e  
A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  t o  d e v e l o p  a  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  
f o r  t h e  p r o p o s e d  r e c r e a t i o n  a r e a .  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  
Game w o u l d  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  p l a n n i n g  p r o c e s s  b y  a s s i g n i n g  a  
d e p a r t m e n t  p l a n  c o o r d i n a t o r  t o  c o l l e c t ,  a n a l y z e ,  a n d  p r e s e n t  f i s h  
a n d  g a m e  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  r e l a t e d  p u b l i c  u s e  i n f o r m a t i o n .  A c e r t a i n  
n u m b e r  o f  p l a n n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  H a b i u a t .  
D i v i s i o n ' s  a n n u a l  b u d g e t .
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S u s i t n a  B a s i n

R e c r e a t i o n  R i v e r s  

M a n a g e m e n t  P l a n

Alaska Department of Natural Resources 
Land and Resource Section

Susitna Basin Recreation Rivers Management Plan
Purpose  T o  decide how to manage  s tate land and  water  in corr idors a long six recreat ion

rivers: Litt le Susitna River, Deshka River (including M oose  and Kroto creeks),
Talkeetna River, Lake  Creek,  Talachulitna River, and Alexander  Creek.

Area 260,000 acres and 460 river miles along six river systems
238.000 acres of  state-owned land and water
15.000 acres of  borough-owned land 
2,700 acres pr ivate  land

Schedule  Issues identified winter (1988-1989)
D a ta  collection and draft  resource assessment  written (summer 1989)
Public reviews alternatives (winter 1989)
Agencies  review draft  plan (summer 1990)
Public reviews draft  plan (fall 1990)
Final  plan (winter 1990)
Legislature reviews plan (winter, spring 1991)

Participation Planning team: representatives from Dept,  of  Natural  Resources  divisions of  Land 
&  Water,  P a i * . , Forestry, Agriculture, Oil Sc Gas, Geological & Geophysical Surveys, 
and  Mining; Dept ,  of  Fish and Game; Dept ,  of  Transportat ion & Public Facilities; 
Dept ,  o f  Environmental  Conservation; Matanuska-Susitna Borough; and City of  
Houston

Technical advisors: Nat ional  Park Service

Citizens’ advisory board: 11 members  appointed by the governor’s office
represent ing user  groups; 2 members  appointed by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough

General  public: 3 rounds of  public meetings, meetings with interest groups, letters 
and  phone  calls

Major  Issues Levels of  allowable development,  including lodges, airstrips, and seasonal tentcamps 
Access, including boating, roads, and off-road vehicles 
Public facilities, including campgrounds and  day use areas 
Implementat ion,  including user  fees, project priorities, field staff, enforcement,  and 
additional regulations

Cur ren t  Step Public reviews alternatives in series of  eight public meetings. Comments  will assist 
planning team and advisory board in developing an agency review draft  plan bv May, 
1990.

3601 C Street • P.O. Box 10-7005 • Anchorage.  Alaska 99510-7005 • (907)762-2660 i  ^  ^ X t URAl ‘’'
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Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Land and Water Mgmt. 
Land and Resources Section 
Box 107005, Anchorage, Alaska 99510 • 907-762-2660

Gree t ing :  -- J a n u a r y  5, 1990

Dur ing  the last several  months ,  you r e tu rn ed  a blue ca rd  s ta t ing  your  inte rest  in the Susitna 
Regiona l  Forest  Plan.  As requested,  a list o f  the o rgan iza t ions  represen ted  on the Cit izens’ 
Advisory  Commit tee  fo r  the forest  plan  is enclosed. If  you are  interested in more 
involvement  in the p lann ing  process, you may wish to con tac t  one or  more of  these 
organizat ions.

The  p lann ing  team and  adv isory  commit tee  have deve loped  d r a f t  regional guidel ines  for  
t im ber  m ana ge m e n t  in the Susitna area.  They  are now s ta r t ing  rev iew of  i n d iv idua l  units 
w i th in  the p lann ing  a rea  to de te rm ine  where  a d d i t io n a l  s i te -specif ic  guidel ines  are  needed.  
When d r a f t  gu idel ines  are  completed, we will  hold pub l ic  meet ings an d  send out  a summ ary  
o f  the d r a f t  plan  fo r  your  review.

T h a n k  you fo r  your  in te res t  in the p lann ing  process.

Sincerely,

Martha  Welbourn 
Project  M anager

Department ot
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