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fkojw&pntfiLZ Cuv\cL ZiAhSinAAro .. as^d  yL

9

9

. x j^  i j t f lv  C u / r f t  b vu /j ( ft J $iJJL f t J 
(j{l\DA eft;  f f l  lA M lW C lft' [ f t , SkffuldArft 

hcuvc (ft a f t  C lIX j At^jOAcLless ^  &aaaa>
ll[2Asil/1lU?y'V Id M jg . fj/t/i,VCLUfy / U g 'K tV  Cp) *rUD focw 

ItikiAAs ift\n ft(rO  SUffti Os riaM$eAdllS
ftA b S tftw c t , xjlfo C ^n^r(xv) &  ImM l  Ia&S
CltftC/wfl lvucU ftlAaft mA<x(jWAAcKj & M i^eJb ft 

pvsscsSj lAjl^aft Cdabltcu haifO ft
CLtUclO \ t '  (AAft&VpACt M/\-o iS K lt?  l i  

MaaszI I  frVYL AtLft]\WV\g C iv ile  iMJUttcU SiCflAoJft , 
W t A U t iK  ( i l l  f t f t l  dfitiQ idMoJnoYu  oftsdAtnft)
bvftr •M'iOAs lAJt Cl\o but (L kftcdr eft OkcUQ f t

p o lis h  W  c o v n o s  i/ f t  o iu i ? d f t  cletzi\A
fY icU ct S ftv l i e  * So b a y ic ( U L \ ,  f t f t u  SCu^ w \q  f t h e c t

| yau/ ka aaowu^  SkcidcL d fJ iiiA kkftti h i  lA ac lft



//Im.'o/? Cy

i ' •

J  X
■-’£ ‘Ji-J ^_Z ^C '\J ^ _ y L x /  J^f-'TJ  ̂ r j-7^ ''^ C '- *" '*''~&'-^XS*.

&JZ$ -t/jZsLj>rtxJ(
-*t.yfrcsî ef*-~Y
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l̂ û - J  /'p̂~ />'-£*-'/ Z%~~ tpjA
ItScht-ijL $jz__ , $> /j-

SXz— /‘-€L £My*-\. <̂~^//̂ '
/U r̂ E L . O -̂ s(S ^  ^yyv^L j^y lu s ^ jj- &yx^
/ W > v ,  J  i& 6lLAA /\tj/V£_ ( ^ V \  O^Aia/-4T'Ck-
CxdrClCK AAs-- y^VN U /l^  0 'Vj 'V ~̂ Ĵ WTfiJL. ,
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T a n y a  R o d r i g u e z  

8 5 4 2  S t e e p  P l a c e  
J u n e a u , A K  9 9 8 0 1

P o u c h  V

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  Renresentat.i v p  B o u c h e r ,x *

I a m  w r i t i n g  t o  u r g e  y o u  o p p o s e  H B  88. In r e a d i n g  a n d  

r e s e a r c h i n g  t h i s  b i l l  I h a v e  f o u n d  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  w i l l  o n l y  m a k e  

M a r i j u a n a  a v i o l a t i o n ,  w h i c h  is o n l y  a s  b a d  a s  a p a r k i n g  t i c k e t .  

T h i s  b i l l  w i l l  n o t  r e c r i m i n a l i z e  M a r i j u a n a .  E v e n  t h o u g h  I a m  

o n l y  a s o p h o m o r e  i n  H i g h  s c h o o l ,  I a m  s t r o n g l y  a g a i n s t  this. I 

r e s e a r c h e d  t h e  p r o s  a n d  c o n s  of M a r i j u a n a ,  a n d  h a v e  s e e n  t h e  

c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  p o t e n t i a l  h e a l t h  d a m a g e  t o  o u r  s o c i e t y .  P l e a s e  

o p p o s e  H B  88!

S i n c e r l y

T a n y a  R o d r i g u e z

cc: H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F r a n  U l m e r

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B i l l  H u d s o n



To: H . A .  B o u c h e r

Fron.: K r y s t i e  B e n g t s o n

R e : H B  88

In a s u r v e y  t a k e n  b y  S e n a t o r  F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i ,  6 3 . 9 %  of 
the 1 0 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  w h o  r e s p o n d e d  w a n t e d  m a r i j u a n a  

r e c r i m i n a l I z e d . I fe e l  b e c a u s e  r e c r i m i a n a l i z a t i o n  is w h a t  
t h e  p e o p l e  o f  A l a s k a  w a n t  t h e n  w e  m u s t  s u p p o r t  b i l l s  t h a t  
w i l l  r e c r i m i n a l i z e  m a r i j u a n a .  T a m  a g a i n s t  H B  8 8  b e c a u s e  it 
d o e s  n o t  g i v e  A l a s k a n s  w h a t  t w a n t  it just p r e t e n d s  to.
H B  8 8  m a k e s  t h e  p o s s e s i o n  o f  rnaA j.juana o n l y  a v i o l a t i o n  
w h i c h  is t h e  s a m e  a s  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  a s t o p  s i g n .  W h e r e  as 
the s u p p o r t  o f  H B  22 a n d  S B  18 m a k e s  the p o s s e s i o n  of 
m a r i j u a n a  a m i s d e a m n o r .

T h e  d r u g  p r o b l e m  in t h e  A l a s k a  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  is w o r s e  

t h a n  t h a t  of N e w  Y o r k  C i t y  s c h o o l s .  T h i s  s h o u l d  b e  e n o u g h  
to m a k e  u s  w a n t  t o  clear, u p  o u r  s c h o o l s  a n d  o u r  y o u t h .  " Y o u  
c a n ' t  s a y  d r u a s  a r e  b a d  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  t h a t  y o u  a r e  m a k i n g  
t h e m  l e g a l .  L a w  is a t e a c h i n g  i n s t r u m e n t  a m o n g  o t h e r  
t h i n g s . "  ( R u d o l p h  G i u l i a n i ,  U S  a t t o r n e y  N e w  Y o r k ) .  I feel 

t h a t  if w e  p u t  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  m a r i j u a n a  m a n y  p e o p l e  w i l l  
s t o p  u s i n g  it.

P l e a s e  s u p p o r t  H B  2 2  a n d  S B  18.

P . S  I a m  15 y e a r s  old.

T h a n k  y o u .



A p r i l  J a c k s o n  

B o x  164

D o u g l a s ,  A l a s k a
9 9 8 2 4

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B o u c h e r  

P o u c h  V 

J u n e a u  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B o u c h e r ,

I o p p o s e  H o u s e  B i l l  8 8  b e c a u s e  it d o e s  n o t  r e c c r i m i n a l i z e  

m a r i j u a n a .  It m a k e s  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  m a r i j u a n a  o n l y  a 
v i o l a t i o n .  D r u g s  a r e  a b i g  p r o b l e m  i n  A l a s k a .  H o u s e  B i l l  8 8  
w i l l  n o t  e f f e c t  o u r  d r u g  p r o b l e m .  W e  n e e d  s t r o n g e r  l a w s  a g a i n s t  
m a r i j u a n a .  E v e n  t h o u g h  I a m  f o u r t e e n ,  t h i s  is a c o n c e r n  of min e .

E v e n  t h o u g h  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  s p o n s o r e d  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  I 

u r g e  y o u  t o  o p p o s e  H o u s e  B i l l  88.

S i n c e r e l y ,

cc: S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F r a n  U l m e r  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B i l l  H u d s o n



A n n a  M e s d a g

4 9 3 7  H u m m i n g b i r d  Ln.
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  H.A. B o u c h e r  
P o u c h  V 

J u n e a u  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  Mr. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,

A l a s k a  h a s  t h e  w o r s t  d r u g  p r o b l e m  in t h e  U n i o n  a n d  i n  o r d e r  

t o  c h a n g e  that, A l a s k a  n e e d s  s t r o n g e r  d r u g  laws. I a m  o p p o s e d  t o  
H o u s e  B i l l  8 8  b e c a u s e  it d o e s  n o t  r e c r i r a i n a l i s e  m a r i j u a n a ,  it 
o n l y  m a k e s  it a v i o l a t i o n ,  I m a y  o n l y  be 14, b u t  t h i s  i s s u e  
c o n c e r n s  me.

A l t h o u g h  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  s p o n s o r e d  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  I 
e a r n e s t l y  u r g e  y o u  t o  v o t e  a g a i n s t  t h i s  bill.

S i n c e 1'*0 1 "

cc: S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F r a n  U l m e r  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B i l l  H u d s o n



D a v i d  J. H u m m e  
8 4 0 2  D e c o y  B o u l e v a r d  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

M a r c h  13, 1 9 8 9

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  R e d  B o u c h e r  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B o u c h e r ,

I a m  a 16 y e a r  o l d  l o c a l  h i g h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t .  I a m  w r i t i n g  
y o u  c o n c e r n i n g  H B  88. I h a v e  b e e n  t o l d  t h a t  y o u  a r e  s e n s i t i v e  to 
t h e  n e e d s  of c h i l d r e n .  S o  f r o m  t h a t  s t a n d p o i n t ,  I d o  u r g e  y o u  
n o t  t o  s u p p o r t  C S  H B  88. C S  H B  8 8  w o u l d  n o t  m a k e  t h e  p e n a l t y  f o r  
h a v i n g  m a r i j u a n a  h a r s h  e n o u g h .  It w o u l d  b e  t h e  s a m e  p e n a l t y  a s
r u n n i n g  a r e d  light. S u c h  a p e n a l t y  for t h e  l o n g  r a n g e  d a m a g e s  of
t h e  h a r m  t h a t  m a r i j u a n a  d o e s  in m y  v i e w  is n o t  h a r s h  e n o u g h .

I k n o w  t h a t  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  s p o n s o r e d  C S  H B  88, it w o u l d  be 
h a r d  f o r  y o u  t o  v o t e  a g a i n s t  t h e  b i l l  t h a t  y o u  s p o n s o r e d ,  b u t  
p l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  t h e  h a r m  t h a t  it w o u l d  do. T h e  l a w  m u s t  be
c o n s i s t e n t  f r o m  a f e d e r a l  s t a n d p o i n t .  I d o  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  h o w  we 
c a n  s a y  y e s  t o  m a r i j u a n a  a n d  n o  t o  c o c a i n e  a n d  h e r o i n e .

A g a i n ,  f o r  t h e  s a k e  of A l a s k a ' s  y o u t h ,  I u r g e  y o u  n o t  to
s u p p o r t  H B  88.

S i n c e r e l y ,

cc: S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F r a n  U l m e r  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B i l l  H u d s o n



F O R  I M M E D I A T E  R E L E A S E  CONTACT: M a r i e  M a j e w s k e
J a n u a r y  18, 1939 3 3 3 - 0 7 1 7

M A R I J U A N A  I N I T I A T I V E  S P O N SO R S S T I L L  S I G N I N G  ON

O r g a n i z e r s  of a s t a t e w i d e  drive to r e c r i m i n a l i z e  t h e  use  

of m a r i j u a n a  s ay t h e y  a r e n ' t  h a v i n g  any t r o u b l e  g e t t i n g  b o o k  

sponsors.

S i n c e  D e c e m b e r  21, 1988, w h e n  the D i v i s i o n  of E l e c t i o n s  

c e r t i f i e d  t he M a r i j u a n a  I n i t i a t i v e  P e t i t i o n  w i t h  116 

s i g n a t u r e s  of q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  t h r o u g h o u t  t he state, o v e r  160 

a d d i t i o n a l  s p o n s o r s  h a v e  s i g n e d  on and m o r e  s i g n a t u r e s  are 

a n t i c i p a t e d  in t he w e e k s  to come. T he D i v i s i o n  o f  E l e c t i o n s  

has c e r t i f i e d  ove r 270 s p o ns or s thus far, m e a n i n g  t h a t  e a c h  

p e r s o n  w i l l  r e c e i v e  a b o o k  for g a t h e r i n g  s i g n a t u r e s  as s o o n  as 

t he D e p a r t m e n t  of Law a p p r o v e s  t h e  in it ia t i v e  language. A t  

100 s i g n a t u r e s  per  book, t h i s  d e d i c a t e d  gr ou p  c a n  e a s i l y  

g a t h e r  27 000 signatures.

T h e  C h a i r  of t he d r i v e  says the i n i t i a t i v e  is n e e d e d  

b e c a u s e  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  r e f us es  to a d dr es s the issue.

"We, the c i t i z e n s  of Alaska, must m a k e  o u r  v o i c e s  h e a r d  

in t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  and t h e  G o v e r n o r s  cffice," M a r i e  M a j e w s k e  

said.

R E C E IV E D  

t-tB 7 O T



A l t h o u g h  s e v e r a l  p i e c e s  of l e g i s l a t i o n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  the  

r e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  of m a r i j u a n a  h a v e  b e e n  or w i l l  b e  i n tr od u c e d  

t hi s session, M a j e w sk e,  w h o  is C h a i r  of the M a r i j u a n a  

I n i t i a t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  h a s  u r g e d  h e r  c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  to 

c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  b r i n g  the issue to t h e  f o r e f ro n t of 

p u b l i c  attention.

"T he  p r o b l e m  is, a n d  has been, t h a t  we h a v e  r e l i e d  u p o n  

o u r  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  t o  h e e d  o u r  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  t h e  

d e t r i m e n t a l  a f f e c t  A l a s k a ' s  p e r m i s s i v e  m a r i j u a n a  laws are 

h a v i n g  on our c h i l d r e n  a n d  o ur s o c i e t y  as a w h o l e , "  M a j e w s k e  

said. "Our l e g i s l a t u r e  h a s  b e e n  g i v e n  m a n y  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to 

e n a c t  a p p r o p r i a t e  le gi slation, b u t  hasn't. A f t e r  y e a r s  of 

d i s a p p o i n t m e n t ,  w e  d e c i d e d  t h a t  the i ni ti a t i v e  p r o c e s s  was the  

o n l y  r e c o u r s e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  us."

I n i t i a t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  C h a i r  M a j e w s k e  b e l i e v e s  th at  no 

m a t t e r  w h a t  the l e g i s l a t u r e  passes, it wi l l be c h a l l e n g e d  in 

c o u r t  b y  out of s t a t e  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  groups t h r o u g h  their 

A l a s k a n  lawyers. T hi s m a y  d e l a y  r e p e a l  of the c u r r e n t  

p e r m i s s i v e  laws f or u n k n o w n  years. M a j e w s k e  added, "The 

i n i t i a t i v e  may b e  the q u i c k e s t  w a y  to s olve the m a r i j u a n a  

p r o b l e m  as it is less l i k e l y  th at  the A l a s k a  S u p r e m e  C o a r 1'.

MARIJUANA INITIATIVE
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w o u l d  o v e r t u r n  a v o t e  of t h e  p e o p l e  in a m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  

h e a l t h  and s a f e t y . "

M a j e w s k i  s t r e s s e d  tha t t h e  I n i t i a t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  s t r o n g l y  

o p p o s e s  the p a s s a g e  of HB 88, w h i c h  w o u l d  t r e a t  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  

a n d  u s e  of m a r i j u a n a  m u c h  t h e  sa me  as a t r a f f i c  viola ti on , b y  

a l l o w i n g  those i n d i v i d u a l s  c h a r g e d  w i t h  p o s s e s s i o n  to s i m p l y  

m a i l  in their fines. "We w a n t  p o s s e s s i o n  and u s e  of m a r i j u a n a  

t o  b e  c l a s s i f i e d  as a C la ss  B  m i s d e m e a n o r , "  s a i d  Ma je wske. 

" I s s u i n g  a c i t a t i o n  w i t h  t he o p t i o n  of m a i l i n g  in t h e  fine, 

a m o u n t s  to l i t t l e  m o r e  t h a n  a slap on the h a n d . "

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  s u p p o r t s  H B  22 b y  Rep. A l y c e  H a n l e y  and SB 

13 b y  Sen. Paul F i s c h e r  w h i c h  w o u l d  i n c r ea se  t h e  p e n a l t y  for 

p o s s e s s i o n / u s e  o f  m a r ij ua na .

S e n a to rs  F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i  and T e d  Steve ns  h a v e  p l e d g e d  

t h e i r  s u p p o r t  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  in w o r k i n g  w i t h  the C o m m i t t e e  to 

r e c r i m i n a l i z e  th e p o s s e s s i o n  and u s e  of m a r i j u a n a  in Alaska.
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igain becomes tricky issue
House Democrats try to walk thin line since pot law turned into hot campaign topic
By DAVID POSTMAN
Daily News reporter

JUNEAU -  
B r u i s e d  by 
campaign char­
ges of be ing  
soft on drugs, 
a n d  w o r s e ,
H ouse D em o­
crats are again 
trying to fig­
ure out what 
to  do ab o u t  
m a r i ju a n a  to 
“send a mes- Boucher 
sage" about drugs without violat­
ing the constitution.

“A few of the Democrats I ’ve 
talked to said, ‘We’re not going to 
get beat up on this aga in’ and I 
said, ‘Yeah, Republicans got beat 
up on local hire and we lost a 
couple of people,’ ” said Republi­
can Rep. Alyce Hanley. ‘‘I think 
something will happen."

A bill introduced by Rep. Red 
Boucher’s S tate  Affairs Committee 
would make possession of m arijua­
na a civil violation, but not a 
criminal offense. While Republi­
cans say it doesn’t go far enough, 
it is a step fu rther  than  the House 
took last year.

The committee has scheduled a

work session today on the bill.
In the 1988 session, a Senate bill 

that recriminalized possession and 
use of marijuana was committed to 
death in the  House. The Republi­
can-controlled Senate passed the 
bill on the grounds tha t  new re­
search showed that the drug is a 
serious health threat.

In the House, though, there was 
tes tim ony from severa l exp er ts  
who said there was no such re­
search.

The Alaska Supreme Court in 
1975 had ruled that adults could 
possess and smoke marijuana at 
home because there were no ill

health effects and, therefore, the 
constitutional right to privacy p re­
vailed.

House leaders d idn’t buy the 
health argument made by the Sen­
ate and worried tha t recriminaliz- 
ing marijuana would violate the 
court ruling.

This year, though, House leaders 
are at least considering changes to 
the  law.

“ Let’s face it, it is a campaign 
issue," Boucher said. “And most of 
the things tha t happen here are 
driven by vocal outbursts ."

Boucher has pushed harder than 
most House Democrats for tougher

m a r i ju an a  laws. L as t  y e a r  he  
spoke against the leadership’s a t ­
tempts to keep the recriminaliza­
tion bill hidden aw ay in com m it­
tee. But even he was pegged as  
giving in to drug pushers in the  
November campaign. He w ants to  
make sure he can’t be hit w ith  th a t  
again.

"I think, personally, tha t m a r i ­
juana should be considered part of 
the drug scene," he said. "The 
State Affairs bill is a s ta r t ing  
place. I'm not saying i t ’s perfect 
but at least it gets us ta lk ing .”

Please see Page B-2, P O T
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REP: Alaska Repertory Theatre closes its doors today
Continued frorrj Page D-1

POT: Becomes tricky issue again
Continued from Page B-1

date  for A nchorage . Ken 
Myers, P e ppa rd ’s show m an­
ager, said from New York 
that M ay.is  th e  earliest the 
actor could be  available.

"The board will do what 
they can to fill the gap for 
the time being,” said board 
m em ber L a n ie  F le isch e r .  
"There’s road shows travel­
ing all around the  Lower 48. 
N o th in g ’s f i r m  y e t ,  b u t  
we're looking.”

Tomlinson said he is nego­
tiating for several shows, 
including a large-scale musi­
cal h? described as “ a major 
coup.’’ The musical would be 
brought up by its  producer, 
who would ren t one of the 
c en te r ’s th re e  au d i to r iu m s .

Even though TAC doesn’t 
exist, and may not ever exist 
under that name. Tomlinson 
said the center has laid the

groundwork “ for a group of 
people to ta lk  about how 
professional theater was go­
ing to continue in the state. 
That was our intent, so I feel 
good about i t .”

Other groups are looking 
at the gap the Rep leaves. 
Out North Theatre Company 
has already announced its 
intention to expand and pro­
duce professional theater. A 
loose-knit group dubbed Cit­
izens Forum for Professional 
Theatre is try ing to decide 
what Anchorage needs.

The center is lending a 
meeting room and clerical 
help to the citizens forum. 
Called together by local ac­
tor  and director Marty Deck­
er, the forum met two weeks 
ago and will meet again to­
day at 5:30 p.m. in the center 
office.

The first meeting dealt 
prim arily  with whether An­

chorage needs a new profes­
sional theater company or 
whether the Forum should 
help an existing group, such 
as Out North or the Theatre 
Guild, move into tha t  arena.

Tiny Out North, known 
for low-budget, high-quality 
shows with gay and lesbian 
themes, recently announced 
tha t next season it would 
expand its focus considera­
bly, producing mainstream 
plays with a half-million- 
dollar budget.

On Saturday, Out North 
will hold a 5 p.m. planning 
m ee ting  a t  the J o h n  W. 
Thomas Community Center, 
325 E. Third Ave. The public 
meeting is designed to draft 
a five-year plan for the de­
velopm ent of pro fessiona l 
theater under the Out North 
banner. For its 1989-90 sea­
son, Out North has sched­
uled three main-stage shows

in the arts center’s Discov­
ery Theatre and two second- 
stage productions in another 
location.

H a r t  sa id  she  hopes  
groups planning to move in­
to the R e p ’s place move 
slowly.

“ If this thing is done# too 
quickly; th e y ’re still nob go­
ing to solve the problem of a 
p ro fe ss io n a l  th e a t e r  th a t  
costs too much.”

Carr said he wants “ to get 
back to fund raising and 
helping this thing get off the 
ground, whether i t ’s Theatre 
a t  the Center or something 
else. My only goal is to fill 
the  center."

The Rep’s much-reduced 
staff has been cutting refund 
checks to subscribers who 
paid for a full season but got 
a partia l one when the com­
pany stopped producing Dec. 
31.

Boucher is cleariy hoping 
tha t last yea r’s campaign 
rhetoric will propel some 
so r t  of m a r i ju a n a  b i l l  
through the House.

House Speaker-9am . Got­
ten and Rep. Johnny Ellis, 
who last year was co-chair­
man of -the  Health, Educa- 
t ioh  and  -Social S e rv ices  
Committee, which killed the 
bill, agreed tha t action is 
more likely this year than 
las t,  bu t said leg is la t ion  
should not be passed to deal 
w i th  w h a t they  consider  
dirty  campaign tricks.

Ellis faced perhaps the 
most d irec t cam paign  a t ­
tacks. His opponent, Bill 
Dam, said Ellis was “soft on 
drugs" and “ refused to let 
tougher laws on drugs out of 
his committee.”

“ I was attacked vocifer­
ously,” Ellis said.

.C o t t e n  sa id  he  d id n ' t  
th ink  th e  Republican char­
ges will  do much to get a bill 
passed. “ I h a d n ’t thought 
about th a t  m uch,” Cotten 
sa id .  “ P e r h a p s  i t  ra ise s  
people’s consciousness and it 
is a good emotional issue."

Besides, Cotten said, the 
incumbent Democrats who 
were hit  ha rd  on the drug 
issue w ere  all re-elected, so 
the a t tacks  did not appear to 
work.

F o r  Ellis, being labeled 
soft on drugs doesn’t  mean 
he will rush to embrace any 
bill tha t  recriminalizes m ar i­
juana.

“ I t h i n k  peo p le  w ould  
like to pu t the  Lsue behind 
us,” he said. "B u t w h y  are 
we spending so much time 
t a l k in g  a b o u t  m a r i ju a n a  
w hen th e re  a re  so m an y  
m o re  s e r i o u s  s u b s ta n c e  
abuse problem s documented 
in the s ta te  of A laska?”

O b it u a r ie s
J A C K  T E F F E T E L L E R

J a c k  T e f -  
feteller, 59, an 
Anchorage resi­
dent, died Jan .
28 at E lmendorf 
A ir  Force Base 
Hospital.

Mr. Bedlington was born 
Ju ly  24, 1913, in Custer, 
Wash. In 1933, he graduated 
from Ferndale High School 
in F e rn d a le ,  Wash. He 
arrived in A laska in 1938.

He worked for the Civil 
Aeronautics Administration

Masons Lodge 56 in Lvnden, 
Wash., the Juneau Scottish 
Rite Bodies, the Royal Arch 
M asons in J u n e a u ,  th e  
American Legion Post 143 in 
Twisp, Wash., and Pioneers 
of Alaska Igloo 4.

He leaves his brothers,

B A R B A R A  C A R O L  L A I N
Barbara Carol Lain, 35, 

died Jan. 26 at Providence 
H osp ita l  a f t e r  a len g thy  
battle  with cancer.

A funeral will be at 6 p.m. 
W ednesday at W itzleben 
Family Funeral Homes &

S h e  w a s  an  a c t i v e  
member of the Center of 
H ope C hurch  of God in 
C hris t,  w here she was a 
member of the senior choir.

She had lived in Alaska 
since 1981 and had worked 
as a s e c r e ta r y  fo r  an 
a t t o r n e y ' s  o f f i c e ,  a

Terrick and Derrick, all of 
Anchorage; h e r  d a u g h te r ,  
Brandie Lain, of Anchorage; 
her bro thers .  Belvard Bums, 
of San Diego, Calif., and 
T e r r e n c e  B u r n s ,  o f  
Anchorage; and her  sisters, 
Madonna A dkins and Lelear 
McGhee, bo th  of Anchorage.



S U G G E S T E D  PRESS S T A T E M E N T  FOR  REP. B O U C H E R  O N  BEHALF O F  THE 

M A J O R I T Y  CAUCUS

H B  88 t he m a r i j u a n a  bi ll  s p o n s o r e d  b y  t h e  House State 

A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  w h i c h  Rep. B o u c h e r  chairs, repre se n ts  a 

c o n s e n s u s  o n  the p a r t  of the H o u s e  m a j o r i t y  caucus for a 

c o m p r o m i s e  b e t w e e n  those w h o  feel t h a t  p o s s e s s i o n  of m a r i j u a n a  

s h o u l d  b e  d e c r i m i n a l i z e d  a nd t h o s e  w h o  feel p o s s e s s i o n  should 

e n tail arrest, a fine a n d  jail sentence.

O n e  of th e b i ll 's  s a l ie nt  f e a t u r e s  is t h a t  is b r i n g s  clarity 

to a law w h i c h  is ambiguous. C u r r e n t  law p r o v i d e s  d i f f e r e n t  

p e n a l t i e s  for m a r i j u a n a  possession, d e p e n d i n g  on the q u a n t i t y  

i n v ol ve d  and  w h e t h e r  the p o s s e s s i o n  is in a p u b l i c  or p r i v a te  

place. T h e  bill offe re d b y  the H o u s e  M a j o r i t y  a dd re s se s this 

a m b i g u i t y  b y  m a k i n g  it illegal in b o t h  p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  places 

to p o s s e s s  small amounts of marijuana. P o s s e s s i o n  of l a r ge r 

a m o u n t s  h a s  n o t  b e e n  a p u b l i c  issue a n d  the l a w  will r e m a i n  the 

same.



Rep. H.A. "Red" B o u c h e r  i n t r o d u c e d  H B  88 t h r o u g h  th e H o u s e  

S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i tt ee  b y  request. S a i d  Boucher, "This issue 

ha s b e e n  d i v i d i n g  us f or t oo lo ng  a n d  s o m e t h i n g  h a s  to be done", 

a n d  "I 'm  h a p p y  to t r y  a n d  b r i n g  a b o u t  a c o m p r o m i s e  on this 

issue.

B o u c h e r ' s  St a te  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  wi l l b e g i n  h e a r i n g s  on the 

m a r i j u a n a  b i l l  soon.



I. M A R I J J A N A  P O S S E S S I O N

A. C o m p a r i s o n  of c u r r e n t  law and p r o p o s e d  H B  88 
1. C u r r e n t  law

Offe ns e
Place O u a n t i t v C l a s s i f i c a t i o n P e na lt y

P u b l i c < 1 oz. 7th Degre e V i o l a t i o n $ 100
P ub li c > 1 < 4 oz. M i s d e m e a n o r  B $1000/90 days
A n y w h e r e > 4 < 8 oz. M i s d e m e a n o r  B $1000/90 days
A n y w h e r e > 8 o z . M i s d e m e a n o r  A $ 5000/1 y e a r

P r o p o s e d H B  88
A n y w h e r e < 4 oz. 7th Degr ee  V i o l a t i o n $ 100
A n y w h e r e > 4 < 8 oz. M i s d e m e a n o r  B $1000/90 days
A n y w h e r e > 8 o z . M i s d e m e a n o r  A $ 1000/1 y e a r



Alaska State Legislature
C o m m i t t e e s :  u

Chair-Slaie Affairs 
v. Chair-Judiciary 

Telecommunications 
Special Ethics 

Legislative Council 
Finance Subcommittee 

for the Univeisity of Alaska
Joint Committee 

(in Economic Recovery

N o v e m b e r  25, 1988

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Red Bouch e r 
Box V
Juneau, AK 99811 

De a r Red:

I have b e e n  w o r k i n g  on a bill for n e x t  ses si on  w h i c h  w o u l d  
impose a fine for small q u a n t i t y  p o s s e s s i o n  of marijuana. 
This is the c o n c e p t  p r o m o t e d  by the A l a s k a  Peace O fficers 
A s s o c i a t i o n .

In the past you have e x p r e s s e d  some interest in this 
issue. P l ea se  let me k n o w  if you h a v e  any c omments on the 
draft, and if you would be i nt er e s t e d  in b ei ng  a cos po ns or  
or p r i n c i p a l  sponsor.

I feel this is an i m portant issue for us to address early 
in the s e s si on  and h o pe f u l l y  by the D e m o c r a t i c  majority.

~ ' i c e r e l y , 

n Ulmer

DEC ? Redd

I A -
< fV
\ y

\ )

EO. BOX V 
Juneau. Alaska 99811 

(907) 405-4947

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F r a n  U l m e r

District 4B —  Juneau
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IN THE HOUSE BY Vj&

HOUSE BILL NO.

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to possession of controlled sub­

stances and imitation controlled substances, to their 

delivery to certain persons under 21 years of age,

and to the disposition of offenses of misconduct

involving a controlled substance in the seventh 

degree."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. PURPOSE. (a) Alaska's criminal code classifies marijuana 

as a schedule VIA controlled substance. Section 4 of this Act makes the

possession of a very small amount of marijuana misconduct involving a

controlled substance in the seventh degree. Misconduct involving a con­

trolled substance in the seventh degree is, under current Alaska law, a 

"violation," that is, an offense punishable by a fine.

(b) It is the purpose of secs. 6 and 8 of this Act to amend applica­

ble statutes so that a law enforcement officer who stops or contacts a 

person for possession of a small amount of marijuana mav issue a citation 

for that offense, and the person who receives the citation may v?aive a 

court appearance and remit a payment as satisfaction of the offense.

* Sec. 2. AS 11.71.010(a) is amended to read:

(a) Except as authorized in AS 17.30, a person commits the crime 

of misconduct involving a controlled substance in the first degree if 

the person

(1) delivers any amount of a schedule T.A controlled sub- 

stance to a person under 22 (19] years of age who is at least three

- 1-
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WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT

years younger than the person delivering the substance; [OR]

(2) delivers any amount of a schedule IIA or IIIA con­

trolled substance to a person under 2_1_ [19] years of age who is at 

least three years younger than the person delivering the substance; or

(3) engages in a continuing criminal enterprise.

* Sec. 3. AS 11.71.030(a) is amended to read:

(a) Except as authorized in AS 17.30, a person commits the crime 

of misconduct involving a controlled substance in the third degree if 

the person

(1) manufactures or delivers anv amount of a schedule IIA 

or IIIA controlled substance or possesses any amount of a schedule IIA 

or IIIA controlled substance with intent to manufacture or deliver;

(2) delivers any amount of a schedule IVA, VA, or VIA con­

trolled substance to a person under 2Jj_ [19] vears of age who is at 

least three years younger than the person delivering the substance; or

(3) being 18 years of age or older, possesses any amount of

a schedule IA or IIA controlled substance within the grounds of or on

a parking lot immediately adjacent to a public or private preschool, 

elementary, junior high, or secondary school.

* Sec. A. AS 11.71.070(a) is amended to read:

(a) Except as authorized in AS 17.30. a person commits the 

offense of misconduct involving a controlled substance in the seventh 

degree if the person

(l^ manufactures or delivers, or possesses with the intent 

to manufacture or deliver, one or more preparations, compounds, m i x­

tures, or substances of an aggregate weight of less than one- half

ounce of a schedule VIA controlled substance; rOR 1

(2) possesses one or more preparations, compounds, mix- 

tures, or substances of an aggregate weight of less than one ounce"
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containing a schedule VIA controlled substance on a public street or 

sidewalk or on the premises of a public carrier or business establish­

ment or in any other public place; or

(3) possesses one or more preparations, compounds, m i x­

tures, or substances of an aggregate weight cf less than four ounces 

containing a schedule VIA controlled substance in a place other than a 

public place.

* Sec. 5. AS 11.71.070(b) is amended to read:

(b) Misconduct involving a controlled substance in the seventh 

degree is a violation and is punishable by [AS AUTHORIZED IN AS 12.55, 

EXCEPT THAT IF] a fine of [IS IMPOSED IT SHALL] not [BE] more than 

$250 [$100].

* Sec. 6. AS 11.71 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 11.71.075. CITATION FOR VIOLATION. (a) The provisions of 

AS 12.25.190(b) apply to a person arrested or cited for the commission 

of an offense under AS 11.71.070.

(b) The supreme court shall establish a sc adule of bail 

amounts, not to exceed fines prescribed by law, for each offense under 

AS 11.71.070. If the offense for which the citation is issued may be 

disposed of without court appearance, the citing officer shall write 

on the citation the amount of bail applicable to the cited offense.

(c) A person cited under (a) of this section may, within five 

days after the date of the citation, mail or personally deliver to the 

c l e r k  of the court havirr jurisdiction over the place where the of­

fense occurred

(1) the amount of bail indicated cr. the citation for that

offense; and

(2) a copy of the citation signed by the person on an 

appropriate blank on the citation indicating the person's waiver of
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appearance, plea of no contest, and direction to forfeit the bail.

(d) When bail has been forfeited under this section, a judgment

of conviction shall be entered. Bail forfeited under this section is

a complete satisfaction for the offense, and the offender shall be 

given a receipt stating that fact.

(e) The maximum penalty that may be imposed for the offense mav 

not exceed the bail amount for that offense set out in the schedule of 

bail amounts as determined by the supreme ccurt under (b) of this 

section.

* Sec. 7. AS 11.73.030(a) is amended to read:

(a) Except as provided in AS 1 1.73.050. a person [191 years

of age or older may not deliver an imitation controlled substance to & 

person under 2j_ [19] years of age, who is at least three years vounger 

than the person delivering the substance.

* Sec. S. AS 12.25.190(c) is amended to read:

(c) The person cited tor the crime shall give a written promise 

to appear in court bv signing at least one ccpv of the written cita­

tion prepared by the peace officer and the officer shall deliver a 

copy of the citation to the person. The written promise requirement

of this subsection does not apply to

(1) motor vehicle and traffic citations for which a bail or 

fine schedule has been established under AS 28.05.151 j_

(2) [ , ] fish and game citations fcr which a bail schedule

has been established under AS 16.05.165j_

(3) [,] citations issued under AS ''S.SS.SAl^

(&) [ , ) citations issued in state park and recreational

facilities under AS A 1 .21 .960j_

(5) [, OR] littering citations issued under AS A6.06.080j^

or
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(6) citations issued under A3 11.71.075.

* Sec. 9. AS 12.A 5.155(a) is amended to read:

(a) In a prosecution under AS 11.71.010 - 11.71.075 [AS 11.71.- 

010 - 11.71.070], a complete copy of an official laboratory report 

from the Department of Public Safety or a laboratory operated by 

another law enforcement agency is prima facie evidence of the content, 

identity, and weight of a controlled substance. The report must be 

signed by the person performing the analysis and must state that the 

substance which is the basis of the alleged offense has been weighed 

and analyzed. In the report, the author shall state with specificity 

findings as to the content, weight, and identitv of the substance.

* Sec. 10. AS 17.30.080(b) is amended to read:

(b) A person who violates (a) of this section, or who otherwise 

manufactures, distributes, dispenses, or conducts research with a 

controlled substance in the state without fully complying with 21 

U.S.C. 811 - 830 (Controlled Substances Act), and regulations adopted 

under those sections, is guilty of misconduct involving a controlled 

substance under AS 11.71.010 - 11.71.075 [AS l 1.71.01 0 - 1 1.71.070] in 

the degree appropriate to the circumstances as described in those 

sections.



6-0469A

IN THE HOUSE BY THE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

HOUSE BILL NO.

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act amending the definition of the offense of

misconduct involving a controlled substance in the 

seventh degree to make possession of less than four 

ounces of marijuana illegal as a violation, and 

relating to the disposition of offenses of misconduct 

involving a controlled substance in the seventh 

degree."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. PURPOSE. (a) Alaska's criminal code classifies marijuana 

as a schedule VIA controlled substance. Section 2 of this Act makes the 

possession of less than four ounces of marijuana illegal as the offense of 

misconduct involving a controlled substance in the seventh degree. Miscon­

duct involving a controlled substance in the seventh degree is, under 

current Alaska law, a violation, that is, an offense punishable by a fine.

(b) It is the purpose of secs. 3 and 4 of this Act to amend applica­

ble statutes so that a law enforcement officer who stops or contacts a 

person for possession of a small amount of marijuana may issue a citation 

for that offense, and the person who receives the citation may waive a 

court appearance and remit a payment as satisfaction of the offense.

* Sec. 2. AS 11.71.070(a) is amended to read:

(a) Except as authorized in AS 17.30, a person commits the 

offense of misconduct involving a controlled substance in the seventh 

degree if the person

(1) manufactures or delivers, or possesses with the intent 

to manufacture or deliver, one or more preparations, compounds,

-1-



mixtures, or substances of an aggregate weight of less than one- half 

ounce of a schedule VIA controlled substance; [OR]

(2) possesses one or more preparations, compounds, mix­

tures, or substances of an aggregate weight of less than one ounce 

containing a schedule VIA controlled substance on a public street or 

sidewalk or on the premises of a public carrier or business establish­

ment or in any other public p l ace; or

(3) possesses one or more preparations, compounds, mix­

tures, or substances of an aggregate weight of less than four ounces 

containing a schedule VIA controlled substance in a place other than a 

public place.

* Sec. 3. AS 11.71 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 11.71.075. CITATION FOR VIOLATION. (a) The provisions of 

AS 12.25.180(b) and 12.25.190 - 12.25.230 apply to a person arrested 

or cited for the commission of an offense under AS 11.71-070.

(b) An offense under AS 11.71.070 for which a citation is issued 

may be disposed of without court appearance. For each offense under 

AS 11.71.070, the supreme court shall establish a schedule of bail

amounts, not to exceed the amount of a fine prescribed by law. The 

citing officer shall write on the citation the amount of bail appli­

cable to the cited offense.

(c) A person cited under (a) of this section shall, within five 

days after the date of the citation, mail or personally deliver to the

clerk of the court having jurisdiction over the place where the of­

fense occurred

(1) the amount of bail indicated on the citation for that 

offense; and

(2) a copy of the citation signed by the person on an

appropriate blank on the citation indicating the person's waiver of

-2-



appearance, plea of no contest, and direction to forfeit the bail.

(u) When bail has been forfeited under this section, a judgment 

of conviction shall be entered. Bail forfeited under this section is 

a complete satisfaction for the offense, and the offender shall be 

given a receipt seating that fact.

(e) The maximum penalty that may be imposed for the offense may 

not exceed the bail amount for that offense set out in the schedule of 

bail amounts as determined by the supreme court under (b) of this 

section.

* Sec. A. AS 12.25.190(c) is amended to read:

(c) The person cited for the crime shall give a written promise 

to appear in court by signing at least one copy of the written cita­

tion prepared by the peace officer and the officer shall deliver a 

copy of the citation to the person. The written promise requirement 

of this subsection does not apply to

(1) motor vehicle and traffic citations for which a bail or 

fine schedule has been established under AS 28.05. 151_̂

(2) [, ] fish and game citations for which a bail schedule 

has been established under AS 16.05.165j_

(3) [,] citations issued under AS 18.35.3Alj_

(A) [,] citations issued in state park and recreational

facilities under AS A 1.21.960j_

(5) [, OR] littering citations issued under AS A6.06.080j_

or

(6) citations issued under AS 11.71.075.

* Sec. 5. AS 12.A5.155(a) is amended to read:

(a) In a prosecution under AS 11.71.010 - 11.71.075 [AS 11.71.- 

010 - 11.71.070], a complete copy of an official laboratory report

from the Department of Public Safety or a laboratory operated by

-3-



another law enforcement agency is prima facie evidence of the content, 

identity, and weight of a controlled substance. The report must be 

signed by the person performing the analysis and must state that the 

substance which is the basis of the alleged offense has been weighed 

and analyzed. In the report, the author shall state with specificity 

findings as to the content, weight, and identity of the substance.

* Sec. 6. AS 17.30.080(b) is amended to read:

(b) A person who violates (a) of this section, or who otherwise 

manufactures, distributes, dispenses, or conducts research with a 

controlled substance in the state without fully complying with 21 

U.S.C. 811 - 830 (Controlled Substances Act), and regulations adopted 

under those sections, is guilty of misconduct involving a controlled 

substance under AS 11.71.010 - 11.71.075 [AS 11.71.010 - 11.71.070] in 

the degree appropriate to the circumstances as described in those 

sections.

-A-
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Date o f  C o m m i t t e e  Action:
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The S T A T E  A F F A I R S  C o m m i t t e e  r ecommen ds that:

H OUSE B I L L  NO. 91
"An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to p r o t e c t i o n  for c e rtain  p u b l i c  e m p l oyees a n d  certain 
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(Do N o t  Pass, N o  R eco mmendation,  Amend).



' V

STATE OF ALASKA 
1989 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

REQUEST;
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FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date:

Ti tl e .  f ln  Art- r o l a H n g  f n  p r n f p r H n n
Agency Affected: Department of Administration 

BRU: perSQnnei________________________________________

f n r  P ' l h l i r  p tn p l  n y p p s
Sponsor :Hn,|̂ p I ahnr £ammarx£ C m m ittxe Components : Centralized Administrative Services 

Requestor: Hmicp lahnr a n d  Cnmmfiree Committee______________________________________________________

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
— U P E R A T I K G  ' FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 " F , 1 93 FY 94
P£D C Q M 41_ SERVICES

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND 4 STRUCTURES

GRANTS, CLAIMS

Ml SCSI ! ANFOI IS

\t 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0
total Operating .Q . . . . Q 0 0 0 0

CAPITAL

REVENUE n -0 0 0 0 0

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dol ars)

GENERAL FUND 0 0 0 0 0 0
FEDERAL FUNDS n 0 0 0 0 0
OTHER o 0 0 0 0 0
t o t a i 0 .0 0 0 0 c

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME n n 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
TFMPflRARV n 0 -.0 0 *0 0

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

This bill would not require an additional appropriation.

Prepared By: navid.K. r. ot-t-n____________- _______________ Phone: - *H3Q
Division: P.r^ nn„i . Date: , ~ 3/. ^

Approved by Commissioner: John M. A n d r e w s ^ ^ ^ v < ^  Date:
Agency: Department of Administration

Distribution (by preparer): r '  v
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies)

1 A K 1 / 0 1 3007-9/142
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A M E N D M E N T  -*}=■ |

OFFERED IN THE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE BY DONLEY

TO: HB 91

Page 3, line 4, after "state":

Insert "including a school district or rural educational attendance

area"

- 1- 1/31/89
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Cramer
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A M E N D M E N  T cfc2__

OFFERED IN THE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE BY DONLEY

TO: HB 91

Page 3, lines 1 1 - 1 2 :

Delete "a federal, state, or municipal officer or agency"

Insert "an officer or agency of the federal government, the state, a 

public or quasi-public corporation or authority established by state law 

including the Alaska Railroad Corporation, the University of Alaska, a 

political subdivision of the state including a school district or rural 

educational attendance area, or a municipality"

CCH-Z-etL, «, **“ ,

P a  > i P & A s J v  tT -cSQ . • 1 *  

c t , t  ̂  < --o «=?■»« « ,v '  «  « (^  "

* 7

n / ^  \ e* I u  z?) C't ’J
A t  G e t  c h

- i - 1/31/89



16 Sec. 3 9 . 5 1 . 1 1 0 .  E M P L O Y E R  R I GHTS. (a) A n  e m p l o y e e  or o t h e r

17 p e r s o n  is not e n t i t l e d  to. the p r o t e c t i o n s  u n d e r  AS 3 9 . 5 1 . 1 0 0  - 3 9 . 5 1 . -

18 130 u n l e s s  the e m p l o y e e  o r  o t h e r  p e r s o n

19 (1) h as r e a s o n a b l e  c a u s e  to  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t he i n f o r m a t i o n

20 r e p o r t e d  is o r  is a b o u t  to b e c o m e  a m a t t e r  o f  p u b l i c  c o n c e r n ;

21 (2) h as m a d e  a r e a s o n a b l e  a t t e m p t  to a s c e r t a i n  t h e  a c c u r a c y

22 of t he i n f o r m a t i o n  b e f o r e  r e p o r t i n g ;  a n d

23 (3) r e p o r t s  the i n f o r m a t i o n  in  g o o d  faith.

24 (b) As p a r t  of its w r i t t e n  p e r s o n n e l  p o l i c y ,  a p u b l i c  e m p l o y e r

25 m a y  r e q u i r e  that, b e f o r e  a n  e m p l o y e e  r e p o r t s  a m a t t e r  o f  p u b l i c  ..con-

26 c e r n  u n d e r  AS  3 9 . 5 1 . 1 0 0 ,  the e m p l o y e e  s h a l l  s u b m i t  a w r i t t e n  - r e p o r t

27 c o n c e r n i n g  the m a t t e r  to t he e m p l o y e r .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  e m p l o y e r  m a y  not

28 r e q u i r e  the e m p l o y e e  to s u b m i t  a r e p o r t  if t he e m p l o y e e

29 (1) r e a s o n a b l y  b e l i e v e s  that r e p o r t s  to the e m p l o y e r  w i l l

1 not resu l t  in  p r o m p t  a c t i o n  to r e m e d y  th e  m a t t e r  o f  p u b l i c  c o n c e r n ;

2 (2) k n o w s  w i t h  r e a s o n a b l e  c e r t a i n t y  that th e  a c t i v i t y ,

3 p o l i c y ,  or  p r a c t i c e  is a l r e a d y  k n o w n  to one o r  m o r e  s u p e r v i s o r s ;

4 (3) r e a s o n a b l y  b e l i e v e s  that a n  e m e r g e n c y  is i n v o l v e d ;  or

5 (4) r e a s o n a b l y  f e ars p h y s i c a l  h a r m  as  a r e s u l t  of d i s c l o -

6 sure.
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Cramer J)
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A M E N D M E N  J-

OFFERED IN THE HOUSE 

TO: HB 91

BY DONLEY

Page 2, line 2:

Delete "39.90.120"

Insert "39.90.130"

Page 2, line 15:

Delete "39.90.120"

Insert "39.90.130"

Page 2, after line 15:

Insert a new section to read:

"Sec. 39.90.110. LIMITATION TO PROTECTIONS. An employee or 

other person is not entitled to the protections under AS 39.90.100 - 

39.90.130 unless the employee or other person

(1) has reasonable cause to believe that the information 

reported is or is about to become a matter of public concern; and

(2) reports the information in good faith."

Page 2, line 16:

Delete "Sec. 39.90.110" 

Insert "Sec. 39.90.120"

- 1 - 2/2/89
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Cramer

Page 2, line 20:

Delete "39.90.120"

Insert "39.90.130"

Page 2, line 26:

Delete "39.90.120" in two places 

Insert "39.90.130" in both places

- 2 - 2/2/89
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NEA-ALASKA
AFFILIATED WITH THE NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

ANCHORAGE REGIONAL OFFICE
1-111 W 33RD AVENUE 

ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99503 
1907) 274 0536

JUNEAU OFFICE
105 MUNICIPAL WAY. SUITE 302 

JUNEAU. ALASKA 99801 
(907) 586-3090

FAIRBANKS REGIONAL OFFICE
2118 CUSHMAN STREET 

FAIRBANKS. ALASKA 99701 
(907) 456-4435

J a n u a r y  31, 1989

To: Rep. R e d  Boucher, Chair
H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i ttee

Re: H o u s e  Bill No. 91; "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to p r o t e c t i o n
for c e r t a i n  p u b l i c  e m p l oyees and c e r t a i n  other 
p e r s o n s  w h o  r eport m a t ters of p u b l i c  con cern."

NEA-Al a s k a  s u p p o r t s  and encourages  p a s s a g e  of H B  91.

We also r e g u e s t  t h a t  the C o m m i t t e e  a m e n d  t h e  bill to 
specif i c a l l y  i n c l u d e  employees of school d i s t r i c t s  and REAAs 
u n d e r  its provisions. To do so w o u l d  r e quire e x p a n d i n g  the 
d e f i n i t i o n s  u n d e r  (2) and (4) on p a g e  3. It m a y  also be 
n e c e ssary to inco rp o r a t e  the p r o v i s i o n s  of the "Persons 
Protected" and " R elie f And Penalties" s e c tions  from pages 1 
and 2 r e s p e c t i v e l y  into Title 14 of the A l a s k a  Statutes.

As a m a t t e r  of fundamental equity, school d i s t r i c t  employees 
should be a f f o r d e d  the same rights a n d  p r o t e c t i o n s  for their 
respon s i b l e  a c t i o n s  as are other p u blic employees.

T h a n k  y ou for y o u r  cons id e r a t i o n  of our r e q u e s t  and 
position.

R e s p e c t f u l l y  submitted,

Bob M a n n e r s  
Executive S e c r e t a r y

cc: Rep. Dave Donley, Chair, Hous e Labor C o m m e r c e  Committee

m31jan3
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CS H B  91 (SA)

A m e n d e d  b y  the H o u s e  stare A f f a i r s  Committee:

1) B y  r e q uest o f  N E A - A l a s k a  (see Items 3 a n d  4).

2) By requ est o f  D o nley in r e s p o n s e  t o  a m e n d m e n t  o f f e r e d  b y  
Dave O t t o  (DOA, DOP) - see I t e m  5. The c o m m i t t e e  fe lt t h e  
l a n g u a g e  o f f e r e d  by O t t o  was v a g u e  and r e f e r e n c e  to 
p h y s i c a l  h a r m  unnecess ary. D o n l e y  o f f e r e d  " L i m i t a t i o n  To 
P rotec t i o n s "  section (Item 6) w h i c h  was adopted.
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MB 91

LABOR AND COMMERCE COMMITTEE

T h is  l e g i s l a t i o n  would p ro tec t  p u b l ic  employees who report a v io l a t i o n  

o f  a s t a t e ,  fed era l or m un ic ipa l law, r e g u la t io n ,  or o rd inance ; g r o s s  

mismanagement; a c l e a r  abuse o f a u th o r i t y ;  s u b s t a n t i a l  w aste  o f  funds; 

or a danger to p u b l ic  h e a l t h  or s a f e t y  by t h e i r  employer to a s t a t e ,  

f e d e r a l ,  or m un ic ipa l o f f i c e r  or agency.

I t  makes i t  a c i v i l  f i n e  o f  up to $ 1 0 ,0 0 0  to in  any way pe rse cu te  the 

enrp I oyee .

At the reque st  o f  the National Education A s so c ia t io n  R ep re sen ta t iv e  

Donley i s  o f f e r in g  amendment #1 which would inc lude  employees o f  school 

d i s t r i c t s  in t h i s  p ro te c t io n .

Amendment # 2 ,  a l s o  by Donley, would expand the o f f i c e r  or agency which a 

p u b l ic  employee can go to w ith  t h e i r  concerns to inc lude  the AK R a i lro ad  

C o rpo ra t ion , U n iv e r s i t y  e f  A la sk a ,  p o l i t i c a l  s u b d iv i s io n s ,  school 

d i s t r i c t ,  and REAA.

I c a n ' t  see  any th in g  wrong w ith  e i t h e r  the b i l l  or amendments.
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Committee
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IN THE HOUSE BY THE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 91 (State Affairs)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to protection for certain public

employees and certain other persons who report m at­

ters of public concern."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 39.90 is amended by adding new sections to read:

ARTICLE 2. PROTECTION FOR REPORTS OF CERTAIN MATTERS.

Sec. 39.90.100. PERSONS PROTECTED. (a) A public employer may 

not discharge, threaten, or otherwise discriminate against an employee 

regarding the employee's compensation, terms, conditions, location, or 

privileges of employment because

(1) the employee, or a person acting on behalf of the 

employee, reports to a public body or is about to report to a public 

body a matter of public concern; or

(2) the employee is requested by a public body to partici­

pate in a court action or in an investigation, hearing, or inquiry 

held by that public body.

(b) A public employer may not disqualify a public employee or 

other person who reports a matter of public concern, or a public

employee on whose behalf a matter of public concern is reported,

because the employee or person reported the matter, from eligibility 

to

(1) bid on contracts with the public er loyer;

(2) receive land under a law of the state or an ordinance

of the municipality; or

-1- CSHB 91(SA)



(3) receive another right, privilege, or benefit.

(c) The provisions of AS 39.90.100 - 39.90.130 do not

(1) require an employer to compensate an employee for

participation in a court action or in an investigation, hearing, or 

inquiry by a public body;

(2) prohibit an employer from compensating an employee for 

participation in a court action or in an investigation,, hearing, or 

inquiry by a public body;

(3) authorize the disclosure of information that is legally 

required to be kept confidential; or

(4) diminish or impair the rights of an employee under a 

collective bargaining agreement.

(d) An employer shall post notices and use other appropriate

means to inform employees of their protections and obligations under 

AS 39.90.100 - 39.90.130.

Sec. 39.90.110. LIMITATION TO PROTECTIONS. An employee or other

person is not entitled to the protections under AS 39.90.100 - 39.90.- 

130 unless the employee or other person

(1) has reasonable cause to believe that the information

reported is or is about to become a matter of public concern; and

(2) reports the information in good faith.

Sec. 39.90.120. RELIEF AND PENALTIES. (a) A person who alleges

a violation of AS 39.90.100 may bring a civil action and the court may 

grant appropriate relief.

(b) A person who violates or attempts to violate AS 39.90.100 -

39.90. 130 is also liable for a civil fine of not more than $10,000.

The attorney general may enforce this subsection.

(c) A person who attempts to prevent another person from making

a report or participating in a matter under AS 39.90.100(a) with

91 (SA) -2-
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intent to impede or prevent a public inquiry on the matter is liable 

for a civil fine of not more than $10,000.

Sec. 39.90.130. DEFINITIONS. In AS 39.90.100 - 39.90.130

(1) "employee" or "public employee" means a person who 

performs a service for wages or other remuneration under a contract of 

hire, written or oral, express or implied, for a public employer;

(2) "employer" or "public employer" includes the state, a 

public or quasi-public corporation or authority established by state 

law, the University of Alaska, a municipality, a political subdivision 

of the state, and the Alaska Railroad Corporation;

(3) "matter of public concern" means

(A) a violation of a state, federal, or municipal law, 

regulation, or ordinance;

(B) a danger to public health or safety; or

(C) gross mismanagement, a substantial waste of funds, 

or a clear abuse of authority;

(4) "public body" includes a federal, state, or municipal 

officer or agency.

-3- CSHB 9 1 (SA)
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HOUSE COMMITTEE REPORT
(7)
Date Referred: J a n u a r y  20, 1989

Date of C o m m i t t e e  Action:

F U R T H E R  R EFERRALS: J U D I CIARY
FINANCE

T he S T A T E  A F F A IRS C o m m i t t e e  recomm e n d s  that: 

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 93
"An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to v o t e r  r e g i s tr ation."

[ ] be replaced! w i t h

[ ] h a v e  a t t a c h e d  amendment(s)

X ? d o  p a s s  
d o  n o t  p a s s  
n o  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  
i n d i v i d u a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  
a d d i t i o n a l  r e f e r r a l  to the

[ ] t h e  same title
[ ] a n e w  title

C o m m ittee

ADOPTS: le t t e r  of i n t e n t

A T T A C H E S  N E W  F I S C A L  NOTE(s):

[ ] fiscal  i m p a c t  

C ] zero fiscal n o t e

] zero w i t h ; a n a l y s i s  ̂ IficJ-ucrKvS

A P P R O V E S  PR EVIOUS:

[ ] f isca l note(s) published:

[ ] zero fiscal notes(s) published:

S I G N I N G  B Q  PASS: S I G N I N G  O T H E R  T H A N  D O  PASS:
(Do N o t  Pass, N o  R ecomm e n d a t i o n ,  Amend)

Q^r\

C h a i r m a n ' s  s i g n a t u r e
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OFFICE OF TH E G O V E R N O R DIV IS ION OF ELECTIONS 

P.O. B O X A F
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811-0105 
PHONE (907) 465-4611

COMMENTS IN SUPP ORT O F  HB 93 
P r e pared b y  

Divisio n of E l e c t i o n s  
F e b r u a r y  7, 1989

T h e  D i v i s i o n  of Electio ns has reviewed H ouse Bill 93 and 
s u p p o r t s  it provisions. It should be p o i n t e d  out that for 
m a n y  years, the Division  has enjoyed a cooperative 
a s s o c i a t i o n  with t he Depa rt m e n t  of Public S a f e t y  through 
which, m o s t  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  outlets already 
p r o v i d e  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  services.

A m o n g  the most active outlets are Juneau, Haines, Sitka, 
Ketchikan, Kodiak, Nome, Fairbanks, Tok, Anchorage, Eagle 
R i v e r  a n d  Palmer. Barrow, Bethel and K o t zebue have also 
b e e n  e n c o u r a g e d  to participate. T h e  A n c h o r a g e  m o t o r  
v e h i c l e  offices are s c h e dule d for a n oth er r e f r e s h e r  training 
s e s s i o n  w h i c h  is c o n d ucted a bout once a year. The regional 
s u p e r v i s o r s  report that regis t r a t i o n s  s u b m itte d through 
m o t o r  v e h i c l e  offices h a v e  b e e n  timely, accurate and 
p r o p e r l y  processed.

In general, the Divi sion has received p o s i t i v e  support from 
t h e  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  offices c u r r ently p r o v i d i n g  v o t e r  
r e g i s t r a t i o n  services.
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LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY

M E M O R A N D U M  February 7, 1989

SUBJECT: Sectional analysis - HB 93

TO: Representative Red Boucher

FROM: Michael F. Ford
Legislative Counsel

POUCH Y SIAlf CAPIlOt 
JUNEAU. ALASKA 9'JB I I 

fO/ 46S 3800

The following is a sectional analysis of HB 93:

Section 1 - Requires the director of the division of 
elections to provide voter registration forms to the Depart­
ment cf Public Safety for public distribution.

Section 2 - Requires the Department of Public Safety to ad­
vise certain people who are registering or licensing for 
driving purposes that they may also register to vote. Re­
quires the department to use forms prepared by the uivision 
of elections and to prominently display notice of the right 
to register to vote.
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