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presentative Lyman Hoffman
prefzentauve Ron Larson

h 27, 1989

(AS 16.05.407 _ | :
ame trans é r's to report violations of certain’ state law

ort
?AS 16.05_.?8 ); and the requirement for registration of hig
game hunting base camps, cabins, and lodges (AS 16.05.787).

Section 17 of thebill provides forthe repeal of certain
amendments to AS 08.54and AS 16.05 that are scheduled to
take effect on July 1, 1989,

Section 18 of the bill provides that the power of the Big
Game Commercial Services Board to develop a resource based
management system for allocating access to big %ame hunting
og ortunities among guide-outfitters under AS 08.54.310-
SJ)SI) does not take effect until the earlier of January 15,
990 or the date of submission of a report on this subject
by the Task Force on Guiding and Game.

ection 19 of thebill provides that the remainder of the
i1l takes effect immediately

(e)); provisions relating to the duty of bi
e
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. STATE OF ALASKA BILL VERSION: HB 228

1989 LEGISLATIVE SESSION PUBLISH DATE:  -Sr.3m
FISCAL NOTE

REQUEST:
Revision Date: Agency Affected: Public Safety
Title: _ l.dentlf 1_catj.on c~rds required BRU: Fish & Wildlife Protection
.(}Lfl
Sponsor: Representative Hoffman Component:  Enforcement
Requestor: Representative Hoffman

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: CThousands of Dollars) (Inflaltlon not Included)

OPERATING FYy 89 FY-90 Fy 91 Fy 92 Fy 93 Fy 94

fgdgamay Crowgieg

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS

MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0 0
CAPITAL 0 0 0 0 0 0
REVENUE 1. 0 . 0 0 0 0 0

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND

FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER

TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIMt 0 0 0 0 0

PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0

TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS (Attach a separate page 1f necessary)

This bill requires the Department of Public Safety to "designate"

those non-governmental organizations authorized to Issue ID cards which
can be used as identification by fishermen selling fish under the
requirements of AS 16.10.267. It 1s believed that the additional duties
imposed by this bill can be performed by present staff.

by: Colonel Jack H. Jordan”~.D1lrector Phone: 269-5509
, FI_sh & Wildlife Protection Date: 3/22/89

4 Approved by Commlssloner:CAAAS-Aftfthur English Date: 3/24/89
Agency: Department of Public Safety

page | of L



C

BILL NO: HB 228 DATE. wmarch 24, 1989
TITLE: Identification cards contact: Colonel Jack Jordan
required of fishermen Director
Fish & Wildlife Protection
269-5509

. C

Present AS 16.10.267(a)(2) requires a fisherman selling fish to possess an
Identification card Issued bv a state or federal agency and showing a
photograph of the fisherman. It Is often difficult for residents of rural
areas to obtain photo-bearing lIdentification cards. The Division of Motor
vehicles (DW> lIssues driver's licenses In a few of the larger towns, but
s M that Is the only state or federal agency providing that service. A villager
<J who desires to flsh commercially generally has to travel to a larger "hub"
community to obtain the required photo Identification. This bill would
W amend AS 16.10.267(a)(2) to allow the Department of Public Safety to
"designate” other organizations (such as a native regional corporation or a

d d
non-profit agency) that could Issue photo ID cards that would satisfy the
requirements of the statute.

IL The Department supports this bill.

[TttiA|

Arthur English

Q) Commissioner

annual-mr



TUTU I IF POUCHY  STATE CAPITOI
[fiH HIldimOJTO el A
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY

MEMORANDUM March 21, 1989

SUBJECT: Sectional summary of HB 228; An Act
relating to identification cards required
of fishermen

T0: Representative Lyman Hoffman
Co*chair, House ‘Finance Committee
FROM: George Utermohle, A

Legislative Counsel

This memorandum is a sectional summary of HB 228, as
requested by Robert Herron of your staff,

A summarY or analysis of a bill is not
interpretation of the bill. The bill
statement of its contents.

Section 1 of the bill amends AS 16.10.267(a) to allow a.
fisherman to use an identification card issued by organiza-
tions designated by the Department of Public Safety as proof
of identity at the time of sale of fish.
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State of Alaska

MEMORANDUM

Department of Law
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E OF ALASKA BILL VERSION: — fH .
1989 LEGISLATIVE SESSION PUBLISH DATE: 2-23-yol

FISCAL NOTE

REQUEST:

Revision Due: . Agency Affected: Office of the Governor
Title: Establishing the Alaska , Commissions/Special Offices-"
Women's C om m ission.. -

Sponsor: Senator Fahrenkamp----—--------------- fnrmp~nr. m Alaska Women's Commission
Requestor: House Finance

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (ThousandsCtDoIIars)

OPERATING FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93 FY 94
PERSONAL SERVICES
1RAVEL
cvaii KAuiUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND A STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

CAPITAL 1 -0r -0- -0- -0- -0-

REVENUE -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

‘ ‘ ousands oI@IIars) -G
U U
0

S &
S B ¢ ob o

ANALYSIS :  (Attach aseparate page if necessary)

The proposed funding for the Women's Commission is. included in the Office
of the Governor's FY 90 budget request. See attached budget detail.

Prepatdby: House Finance Committee [J y T 0_ . 665-3727
Division : Co-Chairman Ron Larson J _ -tw V7/RQ
Co-Chairman Lyman Hoffman
Approved by Commissioner:
Agency:
Distribution (by preparer):
Legislative Finance
Legislative Sponsor
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget
Impacted Agency(ies) P3?76 1



07-01-20-07-00

AGENCY:

EXPENDITURES

t

01
02
03
04
03
06

07

09

FUNDING

PERS5. SERV.
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
COMMODITIES
EOIiilrHENT
LANDS/BLDGS
GRANTS. CIMS
MIsC.

TOTAL EXPEND

I-A TRAHSFER

1004 GEH FUND
1005 GF/PRGM
1007 I/A RCPT5

15
16
17
18

FULL TIME
PART TIME
TEMPORARY
STAFF MONTHS

PAGE 6

(01)
FY83 ACT FY89 CC

153.8
14.7
21.6
2.5
ii.b

205.2

193.6

w

w
N
oo o

(0-01-01510-0005

(02)

163.
29.
69

3.

-37.

228.

217.

11

o w o

oo o N

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
CATEGORY: ADMINI5SIRA?1ON OF JUSTICE

4

2

7

STATE OF

(24)
FY89 ATM
163.4
29.2
69.7

3.5

-37.5

228.3
]

[

217.

11.

ALASKA - -

(25)

FY90BASE

168.

29.
69.
3.

-37.

233.

221.

11.

oo

2
2

7

1

COMPONEHT BUDGET SUMMARY

PROGRAM:

(26)

SALSFRMA  09-57 1/05/89
COMMISSION/SPECIAL OFFICES LEG. FIH.
SUB-PROGRAM: ALASKA WOMENS COMMISSION
FI1SCAL YEAR 90
(27) (28) (09)
SE C! . B LEGY

FYQOADJB FY90 AGY FY90 GOV  MOUSE

163.

28.

37

3.

co o N

2

7

7

©

163.

28.
73

3.

269.

221.
36
11.

00 ©o NOoOw O
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7
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Official Business

To:

From:

Date:

Subject:

Alaska State Legislature .Y,

House of Representatives Phone:
(907) 465-3764
4e5-3765

Committee on Rules

MEMQRAMMIM

Rep. Ben Grussendcrf
Ciiahffian
House Rules Committee

Doug Rickey”™ /
Special Assistant
House Rules Committee

March 6,1989

Senate Bill No. 8

"An Act relating to the Alaska Women's Commission; extending the
termination date of the Interim Women's Commission; and
providing for an effective date."

HCS CSSB 8 (Rules) differs from HCS CSSB 8 (Finance) in the following ways:

(All page and line references refer to the Finance CS.)

1. Page 1, lines 14 & 15. deletes "person who manages a household that
includes the person’s spouse and at least one child"; adds the word
"hnomemaker".

2. Page 1, line 21: adds the words "and status".

3. Page 2, lines 1 - 10: deletes section two. (All sections renumbered
accordingly).

4. Page 2, lines 25 & 26: deletes the sentence "A person may not serve more
that six consecutive years".

5. Page 3, line 18: deletes the word "fully".
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SENATE COMMITTEE ACTION:
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Rep. Martin further questioned the Interim Commission®™s
extension date in sec. 7 of both House versions and the
retroactive clause of sec. 9 which pertains to sec. 7.
Chairman Grussendorf suggested the dates could be amended
on the floor 1f so desired.

Number 289

Rep. Taylor asked the chair whether the Rules CS would be
moved today. Chairman Grussendr :f replied that i1t was the
intention to move it today. Further discussion followed on
the process of getting a committee substitute to the floor
for debate and action.

Chairman Grussendorf explained the desire to produce a CS
which 1s a compromise between the original version and the
House Finance committee version. Rep. Davidson continued
discussion on the differences between the two House
committee versions.

Number 360

Rep. Martin suggested secs. 4 and 5 of the bill contain
persons whom are well-represented on other state
commissions and should not be prioritized on the Women®s

commission.
Number 375

Chairman Grussendorf clarified secs. 4 and 5 as being
amendments proposed in the Finance committee which request
the Governor to give consideration to persons representing
certain groups when making commission appointments as
opposed to requiring certain group representation.

Number 414

Chairman Grussendorf asked if there were objections to
adoption of the HCS CSSB 8 (RULES), there were objections
and so the roll call vote was (@) yeas, (@ nays. Voting
yes were Reps. Davidson, Cotten, Donley and Grussendorf.
Voting nay were Reps. Martin and Taylor. And so HCS CS SB

8 (Rules) was adopted.
Number 423

Rep. Martin expressed his support for tha adoption of the
House Finance CS. Chairman Grussendorf replied that the
Rules committee had already adopted its version of the bill
but the opportunity to support another version would be
available on the floor.

Number 433

Rep. Taylor moved amendment number one; page 1, line 14,
delete ""homemaker'™; add "person who manages a household
that includes the person®s spouse and at least one child".
Brief discussion followed.



Numbher 478

Chairman Grussendorf requested a roll call vote on
amendment number one offered by Rep. Taylor. There were
@ i1n favor, Reps. Taylor and Martin, and so amendment
number one failed adoption.

Number 496

Rep. Goll questioned whether Rep. Martin would offer
amendments to delete sections 1, 4 and 5. Rep. Martin
replied that he would wait for the floor session on the

bill.
Number 504

Rep. Taylor offered amendment number two; page 2, lines
1-10; 1insert original section from the Finance CS.

Chairman Grussendorf requested a roll call on amendment
number two offered by Rep. Taylor. There were () 1In
favor, Reps. Taylor and Martin, and (4) opposed, Reps.
Grussendorf, Davidson, Donley and Cotten. Amendment two
failed adoption.

Number 510

Rrp. Taylor offered amendment number three; page 2, lines

20 & 26, insert sentence "A person may not serve more than
SixX consecutive years'”. Rep. Taylor expressed his support
for more of a turnover on the commission.

Charrman Grussendorf requested a roll call on amendment
number three offered by Rep. Taylor. There were () in
favor, Reps. Taylor, Davidson and Martin, and (3) opposed,
Reps. Grussendorf, Donley and Cotten. Amendment three
failed adoption.

Number 529

Rep. Martin moved amendment four; page 3, line 20, delete
section 9.

Number 535

Chairman Grussendorf offered to meet with Rep. Martin to
work together on the date discrepancies before the bill

moves to the fTloor.

Number 539

Rep. Cotten said that after speaking with the sponsor-s
staff regarding sec. 9 of the Rules CS, i1t was his
understanding that Interim Commission currently will
terminate at the end of the current session but sec. 7
extends the termination date to June 30, 1989 and sec. 9
make sec. 7 retroactive to the adjournment date of this
session. Although appearing awkward, Rep. Cotten stated
the two sections accomplish what they were intended to

accomplish.



Number 548

Rep. Martin withdrew amendment four.

Number 550

Rep. Davidson moved to pass HCS CS SB 8 (Rules) out with
individual recommendations. So ordered. Signing do pass:
(4 Reps. Grussendorf (Chairman), Cotten, Davidson and
Donley. Signing do not pass: (2) Reps. Taylor and Martin.

Meeting adjourned at 9:10 a.m.
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Women®s Comnission Meeting
March 13, 14, 15, 1989 — -y
Rm. 375 Diamond Ct. Bldg. AT
Notes of Meetings - follow agenda \
Monday. March 13. 1989 *
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flaii'ortal agenda

11:00 a.m. vroll call "

-t

Joy Armstrong, Pat Kennedy not present

approval of minutes - see women®"s commission
packet

Agenda Review

Evalene will substitute for Pat Kennedy. Evalene 1is one
of staff members of Womens®™ Commission from Anchorage
Refer to packet ™"Schedule of Meetings With Legislators™

Since Pat Kennedy not available Paula Ziegler said, "l
will do Randy Phillips. The Business and Professional Women
are having a breakfast at which he is attending in the
morning and 1°11 see him there. oth I times | have to work.

Ruth Lister: Perhaps the 9:45 appointment with Senator
Kelly maybe should not be me.

Paula. Perhaps Susan Smalley can do Swackhammer alone.
6 of you have 9:30"s. We put Ct. Rule 90.3 under executive
director®s report. 11:00 Pat Kennedy will take the lead in
talking. <

Report from the chair-Paula Ziglar

AL an informal meeting in December we decided a gift
for Barbara Baker who is no longer commissioner should be
$50.00.

As for my activites on the interim commission they have
been limited to testifying. We appeared at 5 hearings.
Ruth did a lot more by phone. I communicated with Marie
Darlin of AARP and Federally Employed Women who has contact
with the community. |1 coordinated and tracked legislation.
Several legislative appointme.nts have occurred as well.

Budget Discussion

Legal rights handbook paid out of personal services.

DOE education equity conference in April. If I can pay part
of the trip with my per diem. 1 will find out how Portland

Oregon and Washington will handle welfare refore, displaced
homemaker.

Federally employed women-would run off many copies



Loretta distributed to shelters, legal offices, womens-
resource centers, health clinics. Sent calendar to all
health aides in the state to serve on task forces. 1 health
nurse, 19 years.

DOE put 92000 into womens®™ calendar. How we got that is
Controversy on Director®"s Salary change 21 to 20.

There has been complaint of my salary for only supervising 2
people.

Paula everyone should be aware-we don®"t set step or range

3t
Merrit: So we could say you only get 62M of what the rest of
directors who are male get? Your salary is not out of line,
at bottom of Iline. Used to be 3rd from bottom. 936, 000 are
program receipts. You have to write in. We"re on bottom of
list for OAC as like it to go to Older Alaskans.

Our budget didn®"t 1include OAC as it is a line itemin the
budget. Since AWC receives private funding, we need a place
In the budget to reflect that, so that such can go right to
the commission.

Evelyn: We would like to publish papers on women. Some
papers Nora Dannhauser has already finished and wish we
could offer to co-author with her but we probably can®t
since she has already finished a Mid-wife story,
Biographies of women. Unfortunately she"s finished them.
These stories can involve others in work of commission

Napoleon: |If we"re to recognize the work women have always
done 1is valuable, Roles of tradition women, kinds of jobs
connected with things they did traditionally, working with
people, children etc. What things chronicle family/personal
history, community development, what work of women has been
the glue? Who"s a contact in Bethel?

Carol Gray (from audiencellf we need to recognile the work
woman have always done 1is valuable, then what changes are we
trying to make? Will these changes devalue tne traditional
role?

Evelyn: "Our public record of what" is impcrtant to us.seems
to be quite different from the things we value and record
for our private lives. Women are the glue that holds our
families and communities together. 1"ve noticed that
traditional women do the same things in different cultures.”

Ruth: 2/3rds of"women end up in divorce and dissolution.

Report from Sheila Gottei"her, Boards and
Commissions.



I am the liasan between the commissions and Governor®s < ,
office which 1is responsible for appointments. You all lare 7commr-
Yy invited to the reception at the Governor®s mansion sponsored oMy
\4 - -
i by the Business and Professional Women. Governor Cowper
Y, supports the Women®s Commission and supports the Rules
o Version.
Overview: There are over 130 boards and commissions
which includes some task forces the Governor makec
appointments to. I need your help in making [
Selfp<r/l-tuatina J1*<g recomm?ndations._Are you all_on our mailing list to receive
T nctarrtrrHHdQv/ions Vvacancies? especially we"d like vonr help to locate
CCtrpy mtr*. weight m minorities and women. There are over 1100 people on these
commissions the Governor appoints. In addition he appoints
Judicial seats.

Paula Zigler: Do we have a breakdown by gender and ethnic of
commission membership? Women have been increasing
membership over the years. The AAUW managed to get a bill
passed in Nebraska which required 50% of people on boards
and commissions be women.

Sheila: QOur computers are getting up and can get you a
breakdown on ethnic background. The EEO has a questionaire
from which we can get the information.

Ruth Lister: Have you given consideration to womens®™ groups?
How did this process work so that they feel they®d be
represented?

Sheila: The present bill says we"ll give consideration to
recommendations from various groups, but we get few
recommendations. We appreciate recommendations from boards
Xf-tkci] tecemm>en<l  and commiseios. But increasingly we"re soliciting
verbally recommendations, resumes with endorsements. We say resumes
poblrtlanc* endorsements are all public information. You may
) request a complete mailing list as possible. We acknowledge
all letters and endorsements. It is very useful
information. When Governor Cowper first took office we were
faced with three resignations. We sent out over 250 letters
to organizations. IT you are Interested in finding out who
has applied or receiving copies of their resuaies and
endorsements, it is open information.

Paula: Are huge amounts of applications for appointment
received or is there apathy?

Sheila: there is a lot of interest- we also seek out
persons. As now we are seeking one person, preferably a
woman on the Boards of Veternarian examiners

Merrit: There have been charges that the Womens®™ Commission
is not representative of the women in the state, would you
say the public i1s not taking advantage of opportunities
available to be board member? How much public imput 1is
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there on recommendations- would you say that with so many
applications the public has greater opportunity to be
involved in this commission?

Sheilai I can find out-it kind of falls in the middle. Yes,
I would think so since ithas a higher profile.

Linda Freed: We have a new veternarian, woman 1in Kodiak, |
will give you her name.

Sheila: The Governor alsostrives for geographical balance.

Betty Ramage: Do you have a list of openings oh other
boards?

Sheila: The teachers®™ Retirement Board has 5 members, and we
need a retired teacher presently receiving benefits.

Betty: |Is the Governor 1looking for new people?

Sheila: The Governor®s policy is, he seeks new blood, but he
also doesn"t rule out reappointments if a person 1is doing an
exemplary job.

Also 1 should tell you some information is not public.
IfT we receive applications, it ‘is, but if we solicit
information, 1its not public. 40 boards demand financial
disclosure. Some demand----—-- . Yes, there is an increase 1In
request, especially regarding who"s on the list and we"re
asked what information we can give people on those
applicants.

Ruth: How much lead time do you need to receive resumes
before the terms are up?

Sheila: About a month. Although that®s not completely
successful. However, all applicants must be registered
voters before the last general election. Does anyone on the
commission or the audience wish to have a request for any of
this information? Sheila then left a group of request forms.

Paula: Please be sure to remember the BPW legistlative
fly-in which they are having the same time we are here. It
will be at the Baranof from noon to 1:30. Sherrie Goll will
be speaking.

Ruth Lister®s comments -Director"s Report

I have been working on names and addresses of members etc.
I have been studying wage/benefits of child care centers v
Article in the Anchorage Mews February 25, 1989 (see
attached) sums up our position on child care.

There is a turnover in child care providers
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Talked to Hispanic support group. They sponsor women to
attend the Image conference. Perhaps we could also.

Worked on proposed FY 90 activities -it will be useful to
use in talking to legislators

We need to insert CT. ru"t 90.3 under Director®s Report
We"ll reconvene at 1:30 and have an informal verbal
discussion of Commissioners related activities since we"ve
last met.

Regarding SB8: if when its on the floor, some amendments* are
put in it#would next go to the Senate Conference Committee.
T will need some guidance from the commission. Also | need
guidance on HB195. .,

12:00 noon BPW lunch-Baranof Hotel

Sherrie Goll, lobbyist for Alaska Womens®" Lobby was the
principal speaker.

The AWL supports child care, tobacco tax bills, SB8...
In many cases the bills we support are the same as yours

As you know, Womens®™ Commission had a difficult time last
year. This year passed SB8 early in the Senate. Amendments
to the bill were accepted in House Finance. House Rules
removed those amendments. Rules committee tried to consider
the type of bill that would go to conference, so they tried
to change the bill so that the amendments would pass a
conference committee. It will not happen without this
version. The Rules version is still a compromise bill as it
has many of the amendments. The finance version of the bill
requires commission to replace most of the women with new
members. It would be hard to maintain continuity. We".re
happy with Rules version and want your support. We think
amendments will be offerred on the floor. If the bills are
close, the Senate will concur, otherwise it will go tc
conference committee.

We support HB66. There is not much long range planning if
can take back hire and Lay off.......

We support Family Leave. This bill provides security for
families who need leave to adopt, or seriously ill people.
More like federal, most pro-family legislation this year.
Person should not have to choose between the family and the
dog. Number of people 1is 15 an employer can hire before
impacted by this bill. 847 of employers have less than 15,
but 847 would be covered 1in government agencies.

We support HB70-pharmaceuticals on the list. 1007. Federal
funds, 507. monies giving back. We"re paying 1007 general
funds, so 507 back. For people too poor- to make it, a
medicaid option to capture medicaid iunds 1is there.



Council on Domestic Violence has been signed and that is
good news.

Extension of violent crimes commission to 3rd and 4th class
violation passed House and Senate State Affairs.

SBQ6 child custody-domestic violence.

Preemancipation for minors HB177 has the same target group
as runaways....

There is a Resolution to .support the ABC childcare bill

called HJR24. It would increase Ileadstart and other child
care can be improved. It is widely supported by Congress.
one legislator is trying to amend 1it. but will be checked.

Divorce and Dissolution Dbill will protect minor children
and. ...Max Gruenberg 1is a lawyer and sits down with the
womens®™ commission to make sure it is right.

Childrens® caucus meets at lunch time. It would be very
useful to support our recommendation and keep childrens®
services from being cut.

Affirmative action and hiring of minorities and women. EEO
is saying they have it in place.

The legislature shredded the job classification study.

Right to Bear arms-we will be able to overturn the bill
based on constitutional grounds based on what has been done
in other states so we"re not concerned. After all, we don"t
want guns 1in schoolyards.

SB175 by Binkley-warns pregnant women of defects on unborn
of use of alcohol.

Some Women present at the luncheon:

Patty Gardner -

Kathryn Krueger, Treasurer

Madelyn McKinney, Past President

Dr. Joan Klutz-Republican Central Committee Member,
Fairbanks

Connie Munroe-Juneau activist

Lucille Santos

Barbara Paddock-Petersburg.

Linda Freed-wc

Wendy Redman-vc

Other New Commission Members

Other Business at the Luncheon
Linda Freed announced that Kodiak wants a chapter of BPW
Sherrie Goll was presented an award for legislative
informat lon
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Speech from Dr. Patricia Clark, BPW legislative
affaire liaeon

I will go over the strategic plan in your legislative bill
folder. We will discuss pages 2 and 3. Pick up your folder
if you don"t have, one in the AJ room.

Be sure to read the bills through and have your arguments
down when you Ilobby.

Then look at the coiilimitteets. £ your legislator is on one
of those lobby them. Get. you friends to do so. Do your
homework. The time for public hearing for womens®™ commission
is 3:00 p.m. Sign up ahead of time tr get heard. 111
testify between 12 and 1:30p.m.

We got out a copy of priorities of womens®™ commission. We
listed activities. Look through and find your thing. Look
for underlying principle. School drop-outs are my thing,

and teen age pregnancies. My feeling is provide what they
need to get through school, not sit in some non-productive
place.

Some bills have 2 >>*s on the womens®" commission sheet of fy
90 activities. Those are the first priorities for you
lobbying.

There will be a Democratic caucus in the a.m. to hash out
strategy. Someone will try to put 1in amendments. You are a
constituent too, so you need to be heard.

On the womens®" commission: the legislators have had. lots of
negative correspondence who T know are from very far, far,
very ultra, ultra, ultra conservatlve women and vou know
what that means. Their mail is 7 to 1 against. Need to &j
our job for the commission. You don"t have to be a BPW
member. Talk to those women who aren®t. Send P. 0. M. "s that
you want SB8 the way it came out of house rules.

I love this one that came out of the Senate "to keep it from
being political we want the political ones!"™ (laughter) Talk
to aides and staff and be at the reception at 5:00p.m. at
the Governor®s mansion and afterwards a board meeting. 4

Resumption of Womens®™ Commission Meeting
Follow First Day"s Agenda under 1:30 p.m., titled
Commissioners®™ Reports

Merrit Helferich-; my activities since appointment have
mostly been lobbying

Susan Smalley: we had a retrc-at usinr Womens®™ Commissions”
book, "Profiles in Change"” Wo sent lots of P.0.M."s to
support SB8



Loretta Dullard: General 1lobbying-lo®:s of P.0.M. "s
Linda Freed: Lobbying, 1lot"s of P.G.M.s

Ziglar: Lobbying, attending hearings

RU i/m A rﬂgfk Wendy Redmans Working with womens® 1lobby group, Fairbanks.
ﬁ;m*thUUHHnﬂHHk I am very big on early childhood programs, intervention, )
0.H*rz»n Hradstart. Cited research that says kids who began in beih>

dnnnqumhtm1dmﬁ&ﬁ Headstart, by high school their scores are bettorf"than other wﬂi

VJ (run ra7«wWinisP7  Kids.

Rebecca Napoleon: 1 met with a group of mostly home/women,
trying to form a council in support of what"s available to
them. Met and promoted womens®™ commission. Gave them an
overview of the commission so they"d have a better

understanding of our goals and objectives. I"m interested
in education of youth, ruraleap/heads tart. Self esteem,
dealing with substance abuse 1is our program. Want to set up

a local commission, with students, teachers etc., a whole
perspective of equity issue including state and federal
regulations. Involved in working with youth. Part
time/voluntary. Setting up commission meetings with youth/
.adults/elders. not feminist tvoe but equality, how to
"relate to people and relationships. What 1is good about
myself and others. I*ve seen changes, trying to do with
inequities. Amoc has womens®" shelter. Everything new. Feel
, N better about ourselves. Have called leciistlature in support
Ujhert S»c/al ahanijc. ~ 0f SBs-need in rural areas. Manv women are not aware of our
AS prgsdrgTITIvE: - own personal rights and equal rights. 1 was involved in
teleconferences/ Governor®s Interim Commission of Children
and Youth. They need awareness of self/environment.

Linda Freed. | called Vice chancellor of Academic Affairs of
UAJ composed of mixed groups of women and men. Tying
academics at the University level to options of vocational
education and academic programs. Day care providers
programs. Children are a real focus.

Wendy: I have data on school performance that shows a
correlation between strong parent and local involvement-very
high correlation and teacher feedback.

Loretta: Tried Headstart/ trying to get prenatal
comprehensive child development program. The Bush 1is very
much for this. We"re looking at need for parenting
education 1In ru--si areas. ? generations of kids have been
sent out and nov we need those curricular areas in the Bush.

v
W. Hensley of e=mstcebue- is frying to get parents to talk to
kids.

Ruth: Annual report and calendar
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We didn"t do much for womens®™ history month. Heed
suggestions for next year. Heed lead time to do something
substantial.

The Legislative Alliance for women statewide sends out
to people in writing saying those are our priorities. Put
us down for Bill ft. Statewide they wrote to all womens"”
groups. Send in information. We try to tay on mailing list
of 300 groups-but its too expensive for us to send t
Information to all. To cer+ain womens®" organizations and
L.1.0°“s is where we send4|nformation.

Work on Data book update.

Do we still have an agreement with . What kinds
of info do you want us to pull out? Family sire, marital
status? Same data element as in 1st report. Can pull data
from unemployment, 1990 census. Talked to them, wanted new
questions asked, but not possible.

Wendy: what is the length of time to get comprehensive data.
Ruth: 1-3 years.

Linda: need aggregates on state level.

Ruth: feedback on changes 1is time consuming.

2:30 legislative briefing and position papers

Evelyn Tucker-Jan. 23. 1°ve been working on the files of the
commission-its history. On sex equity/divorce and
dissolution. Wrestling with computer. Handbook, art on
conference, finding existing groups to work on papers. flora
Dannhauser does credible research for paper. Joy Armstrong
works with community 1in Fairview. Legal rights handbook. We
need to find a lawyer to do the review/contract or donate,
otherwise it w 11 cost $80.00 an hour.

We wanted to be visible on education equity conference.
Wendy did an introductory talk at the conference and the /

calendar was done 1in time. Educators statewide attended.
Presented it before the bilingual/bicultural conference
during mid deep freeze. In everyone®s packet wan the report
of who we were. The report showed that teachers® are
treating girl? differently than boys, boys are on a
different track than girls. Remedial work 1is aimed more at
boys than girls. The new DOE curriculum material, (new) is
encouraging. Training teachers®™ attitudes on SEXISM/Racism.
On the National level, reinterpretation of grants.
Women, minority equity in schools. University professors”
attitudes toward"™ women/men. My daughter 1in her research at

UAF found that males are asked to respond to questions 4-1
to girls.

Program on equal education rights. WEEA is the only federal
program for equity, women of color and disabled. Difficult
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to compete for funds. Wendy will help. Linda take back to
Kodiak.

Marrit to Napoleon: why don"t you send copies of tapes to
Rasmussen library?

Loretta: We have 650 oral history tapes from Nome would be
great for minority papers.

* v
# Bills -discussion of SBQ
osktdi Betty: we should eupport .it. (SBO) There are 3 dates in the
K gs bill. Some take effect July 1st.
8|at| {PLI oclf’

m Loretta: Section on pg 3. Governor chooses staggered terms.
mnm>£wa+pav*d that Discontinued? We can"t serve longer than S years?
/?uk*Canﬂtuff. . ) .

tha Bill Answer; Depends on final wording. There are aberrations and
exceptions in this bill. Currently 6 year thing not in this
version.
Question: Some other amendments are back in. Ruth, what is
back in?
Wendy: The Rules Committee substitute was a compromise. What
is the purpose of this amendment (state employees) People
just don"t like us?
Paula: Are you thinking of amendments that might be
introduced that we haven®"t thought of?
Vednth'tn Wendy: these amendments are not the women®s commissions.
can they say We are not.homemakers, what if children are
could be critical to try to find someone who 1is
lear g fy no™~ a Homemaker. Human Rights commission said a definition
u of homemaker with one child and spouse would be

discrimination against a homemaker.

Zrticnl'ionaldfrcrsren on exclusion of state employees- are they saying we're
from nofii rtaf/fnt 2 different from other people? the two political parties

amendment-so should commission members be selected on the

VaStMa M Cenfvsd basis of their best judgement? Are commission members a
"reflection of the electorate?.

The Divorce and Dissolution bill H3195 to House Judiciary
needs strong support in the Senate.

th
<S§%né%nUOMNedmﬁC%tly Ramage: We need a legislative committee to back Ruth
r*gc-t Tudnthj m up so we can call. The bill doesn"t address alimony. Does

address their career assets. Courts are so negative on

Inrobed . r/xut XO Spousal maintenance.

po.pt* m /**.. unde

s4Mich dr&f- kﬂﬁﬁ” Wendv: We can make diver-_-* harder w ae*-
sn *6 W S-sivfhh #s ‘ 77

" >/§£’”srPt@Jsr 1\*>-;t"ﬁ0ﬁ<rgphtui
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Betty; fault divorce gave women bnrcraining power. No-fault
divorce took away that power. Children are the ones most
hurt. 1 am strongly for alimony. Not off courts® books, but
they are reluctant to award it - they don"t like it.

Public comment-4:00 p.m.

Marie Darlin- Women"s Initiative spokesperson, AARP,
Commission on ageing. T

In youa. legal rights handbook, don®t forget senior centers
75"/ of them. Census 1990 ,will be critical on economic
situation of seniors/divorced/ widowed. Thought they would
share a retirement, but aren"t. Having to sign a waiver lets
them know what they are entitled to.

Senior Citisen Survey/ male female will get good information
on women. got a 76"Z response. Went to Seattle Conference.
National Womens®™ agenda is continuation of Houston Womens*
Conference. Janna Varrate was there too. F.E.W. AAUW verv
Involved in womens®™ agenda. Election is our main concern.
Will publish a report and send it to the commission.

A woman told me that State medical only covers her as long
as her spouse lives because she married him after he
retired. Do like Federal government does-says can"t

without——-
V.

Marilyn George, Petersburg: BPW Court appointed referee on
divorce. No fault changed things so it is important who
gets custody of the child.

Senior nutrition council. Had to close one of centers
and are going to have to close another. They provide
information on health insurance program. We get information
from any Federal personnel.

Sue E. Miller- | am coming today in all sincerity to try to
explain to you that there 1is a perception out there of women
who feel a hostility toward your agenda, and why you are
having problems with P.0O.M.."s running 2-1 and 7-1 to some
legislators against the womens®™ commission.

You remember, Paula, 2 years ago at your meeting, Virginia
Collins, Rick Halford and Fran Ulmer came to your meeting.
Fran told you you had a problem out there, a real problem
and you needed to reach out to those people and try to
accommodate them. To this date, not one of those women,
including myself have ever had a phone call.

Paula: Yes, T remember that, and Fran Ulmer did say that.

These women have tried to register their complaints, and to
do so have attended conferences, some meetings, and nearly
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every hearing for the past many years. These kinds of women
are not always aware of other means of registering
complaints. But ydu mentioned that no one had ever
complained to you, and yet several women from Juneau went to
the Sitka Conference some years back and were present when
the Womens®™ Commission tried to get a resolution out of that
conference in support of comparable worth (now pay equity)
and a resolution 1in support of continuation of the
commission. You could not get the votes during the >
conference, Bnd so took a vote after the conference at a
dress up dinner at which spouses and friends were invited.

#
A minority report of that meeting was written by a group of
women regarding the irregular voting procedure used to
obtain the result. Please remember that again | am trying
to translate to you what 1 have been told by them what are
some of the reasons that the commission has a perception of
non-representation and hostility toward some groups of
women .

When one of those women testified in the legislature and
stated that she was speaking on her own behalf, but wanted
the legislatures to know she had knowledge of womens®
councils because she was a member of the local council, but
speaking for herself, a locai woman, verbally attacked her
in public for people remaining in the testifying room to
Cctrft/ ri'm/Ponz, hear. -/She> stated that this woman had no right to say she was

on the council, even though this woman carefully stated she
was speaking for herself. Ac a result of this incident, Ms.

re.fuar™” affttnte. McKenzie, then President of AAUW, wrote the city borough of
Juneau a letter and asked for the censure if not the removal
of this woman. That left a taste in the mouths of all who
heard that there was no opportunity for freedom of speechor
dissent as far as the networking affiliates of the
commission were concerned. However, the president of the
local council did apologized for the verbal attack of this
woman .

Other individuals from other groups that have a perception

that you don"t represent them include the following: first,
the pro-life groups, due to your support of abortion in the
past. They feel that women need information on adoption to

balance the information available from you on abortion.

Wendy: 1 don"t think the AWC has ever taken a position on
abortion. We supported ballot proposition #6 that hadtodo
SounJt lik*.support of with access to poor women for medicaid for abortion. This

ah»t-trik £, uf. cantt  was an equity 1issue.

UhAf-ycu itUt~
Sue: Here, | will read it from your own Status Reports and
other material that was in testimony before House Finance. (
I did so) (see attached) what | am saying, 1is you should ¢
give women seeking information on pi-egnancy crisis center
and adoption centers that information. The point 1is balance.
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Another group is the displaced homcmokor. That program
which you had listed originally is a failed program that has
not been emphasised in past years. Some homemakers feel you
do not support them.

Betty: we lost funding for this program. ,

Wendy: no one con soy we don"t support the displaced
homemaker. -

Sue: the proof is that i1t is said that you did not write
grants for training monied for this group that feels you
should have expended energies in this direction.

Wendy: they are absolutely wrong, we fought long and hard
for funds for this group and we couldn"t get them.

Sue: Regardless, Wendy, this 1is the perception that there
was a lack of emphasis in this area. May 1 again relate to
you that 1 do not even know much about this program, 1 am
simply trying to relate to you the PERCEPTION of these
various peoples we are talking about standing in opposition
to the commission.

Another group of which you offended some individuals is when
you lobbied against Veteran®s Preference Rights. Some of
these women define "peace"™ as when they are willing to put
their arms round their country and people and protect them,
willin**- to lay down their lives for them, and they didn"t
appreciate this effort.

Wendy: That completely is misunderstood-did we? we didn"t
lobby against, yoii’mean in areas of housing,....?

Sue: Wendy let, me continue, | am sincerely trying to tell
jou whether you agree with them or not, what is the
Perception the public has of your positions against their”’
positions.

Another group is the small and large businesses that women
run where you are lobbying for parental leave. The poorer
woman cannot afford to take off 3, 6 or 9 weeks unpaid
leave..

Wendy: thac"s ridiculous. Who 1in the world wouldn®t be for
the woman/ or man to be able to stay home and take care of
their child.......

Sue: All right, another reason 1is that there are hidden and
not hidden costs to such leave. The employer has to pay as
has recently been advertised, up to m5450. 00 a month for
health benefits alone, if you add retirement, hiring of
someone to replace them, you add the cost of the product to
the consumer, which impacts the family. ..
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Wendy: Well, all right if you"re going to talk economics...

Sue: Wendy, you and I could have a dialogue all day, but you
have to understand, | am trying very hard to got you to
listen to the ideas of those women 1 and the Tack. Force
represent, who are trying to tell you they disagree with
your positions.

Wendy: You just tell them to phone me on parental leave or
any of these issues then and | will 1inform them.

Sue: what 1is your number*?, S'ome Cdimmnsfon mtr,
\—oOk.tics a ihafomadsr

Wendy: gave phone />4S’7-5*2dS Saiv Mty o,
a Mdt*
Another group that feels that you have discriminated against fnme

their positions are s™mp Christian women who have very high
morals and principles..

Merrit Hellforich Intorrun : So, conversely you are
calling us immoral and saying only Christian women have high
morale and standards?

Sue: Merrit, please, understand me and do not get your back
u i am very carefully trying to get you to listen that
these women do not know your morals, they are sayrng because
of the commissions past support cf abortion, lesbianism..

Wendy: Oh, lesbianism, that"s ridiculous. Lesbian women are
on us constantly because wo don"t advocate for their
positions, they are always on to us for representation...
We take our positions from Mat lonal positions.

le
Sue; the commission co-snenscrod workshops ..1 have a copy
of your 1.792 Conference report 1i.n whi™h you devoted a large
portion of that conference to their position. You mailed
out SO000 copies of these materials, and these women havn =
access to your history. This workshop raises the perceptjon
that the Alaska Womens®™ Comic ."lor, supports viewpoints that
are reprehensible to them. "seme Christian women feel you
have positions that are an*=iorn!st? to their points of
view. "

How you can understand why it is very difficult for the lay
woman to have any desire to come and try to er.plain to you
why they are disatisfied with your representation It is 1
very Intimidating to try to espialn and be misunderstood and
attacked. ? e

Paula: well, you"re right, it is difficult and wc know how
difficult it must have been for you and we appreciate your
coming, T know it must have boon hard for you.
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Sue: Well, 1 can see you are getting anxious to attend the
cocktail party at the Governor®s mansion, and | did want to
tell you not only the problem of perception that this
commission has, but I had hoped to have time to get in to
the amendments and discuss reasons why women want the
finance version, because even with that, it will not ensure
them representation.

Ruth Lister: well, if you will provide us names and
addresses of your group, we will communicate with them.

Everyone got up and walked out. 1 wont to the table and
picked up a gold Invitation, thinking it was to the cocktail
party, but later realised it was a Invitation from BPW to
the legislative fly-in breakfast.

I then followed them over to the cocktail party at which the
Governor, Representative Fran Ulmer, Zavacki, Hudson,

Taylor, Hanley, Larson, and others were present with BPW
members, Susan Clark and Women Commission members. None of
the visiting audience had offered an invitation to
attend.

Day 2
Refer to Agenda, Tuesday, March 14, 1969-noon

Teleconference

Petersburg: Evie White: 1 am opposed to Womens®™ Commission,
if the commission 1is to exist, 1 want limit to the length of
time a commissioner serves on this board, and 1 want women

to have an opportunity to submit their resumes to their
political party so they will have an opportunity for
representation. | :lam opposed to the commission for the
following reasons: it is opposed to the Christian lifestyle
and you display a high intolerance to us. Due to my
opposition | have been met with intimidation and rudeness.
There 1is aiwayj a Business and Professional Women®s group* to
represent these kinds of women, but we cannot find
representation by your group. Thus, your name. Womens* v
commisslon 1is a misnomer.

(Miss Mary?) 1 represent AAUV/, 30 rnen/women professional and
non-employed volunteers. The Womens®™ commission is the only
state agency that speaks for all women. I support HB 56 and
SBO. My first priority of 7(11?) 1items | support of the
proposals of FY90-. -education, legal rights advocacy,
divorce/dissolution, increase women participation on boards
and commissions, rural programs, teen age pregnancy
recommendations to address need and advocacy for increased
minority hire.
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Fairbanks: Morgan Jackson: 1 am 15 years a single woman.
This is an important issue. | oppose the commission and
there are 7 others here who also oppose it. Women have many
diviersisied philosophies cn other FY 90 activities. But
what matters 1is that this is a state funded lobbying group.
I oppose this group.

Juneau: Carla TImpono: Brief update. By administrative
order, children and youth commission formed May 15th. She
continued on with a long explanation of this commissions
activities and their support of womens®™ commission advocacy
re teen pregnancies. She.was interrupted when a woman stood
up and said"” 1 thought each speaker was limited to 3
minutes. And | object to this speaker spending our less than
1 hour for teleconference on the mission and purpose of
another commission.™

Paula: the activities of the childrens®™ commission are an
important part of this commission to be learned about and it
is proper for her to report. It will just take a little
longer.

Carla continued: permanent commission chldren /youth, teen
pregnancy/parenting. Want to prevent it altogether, receive
pre-natal care/ child care, transportation to stay in
school. Impacts racism/coxicm. Level self esteem. Childrens”
com, Lesion meets March 21, 12 and noon.

Juneau: Pat Clark: BPW strongly represented. We support S3Q.
We appreciate the networking done by <he commission and

lobby.
I don"t see how it could bo said the commission doesn.lt
represent women. They haw* statovide <enfe-~*renc”s. I den *t
know how any woman could be again--*: womens* health.
4- homemakers or personal safety. I"ve made my eyn ierlilvmm

* N Womens* health Is ft1. If2 is "the Legal rights handbook.
research, learnina of causes . teen nee , egnancies.
advocacy and core issuer cf welfare reform, positive options
of AFPC. Try *0 h~lp women set out of welfarel, increased

ofho’.
Vi vieuift"
n 0/je.ndq?

availability of part time work. Parental leave, even for
women who want to stay heme.

Sitka: Coke Olnor:: I am a snppor tcr of the Task Force, for
Advocates for Wem”n. The commission 1is suppposed to be by
and for us, not pitting women aoair.rt women and being anti
us. We cannot judge you bv whnt you are going to do. but
can only judge you bv your past ae"-iens. Veur r-nst has not
been one of unity in pollt-j*nl v>iows. |If women are half of
the population, =then at least half of those, 75,099, oppose
the commission One spec tfis example: At our conference in
Sitka, 40 (men?) were present pushing for Governor Sheffield
You also came with specific legislation for which you wanted
support. Those of us in opposition were not given the %
"Right Hand of Fellowship®™® so to speak.
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Matsu: Steve Strube: I am a single father. You are using
state funds for one sex. I"ve initiated a (class action
suit?) against the womens®™ commission, why isn"t there a
mens commission, Discrimination occurs to men also, not just
a woman®"s issue. At this point he asked Ruth Lister: " Did
child support conference invite you to come or did you have
to fight your way to get asked to go?

Ruth: ~ made that request. |1 asked them if the * would like
my representation.

Anchorage: Glennie Rolls; 1 understand from a legislator®s
letter that this commiscion never 1invited a nationally known
conservative speaker to speak at any of their conventions or
meetings. Your support of the ADC bill clearly shows you

*

cater to women in the workplace. Wo have full tr'me wives *
and mothers who need support by ta:: credit type bills.

Wendy:...

Petersburg: Judy Sheppard. 1 oppose funding this commission.
It is not necessary. Their issues are handled by others.

® o0
Fairbanks: Joy Shier |1 am diabolically opposed. I am not
supported by this commission and there are two others who
were with me who had to leave duo to previous committments
who also stand opposed to this commission.

Juneau: Mary Lou Knickerbocker: I work with Christie Lo.nie
and we represent Church Women United nationwide. We have
developed a commendable 5 year program an children and women
in poverty. We encourage the commission in its advocgcy for
better access for ..the poor 1in health, child care, health
insurance. Mo public private input on issues affecting

lives. !

Sitka: Shirley Demmert: 1 am 1G years in Alaska. There are
350 womens®" organizations listed in the Commissions booklet
on womens® organisations. Meeds of women are handled by

those organisations. We don®"t need and can®"t afford this
commission

Matsu: Judy Dryan. 1 am 29 a full time student with 40

hours. I recent funds for blatant discriminatory use of
funds only on womens® 1issues. These should bo privately
funded. ~

Anchorage: Sharon Rhodes: [ year resident. 1 am appalled
that to define a traditional homemaker to ensure that voice
on the commiscion would bo said by the Human Rights
commission to "threaten the rights....<quote from Human
Rights letter). This 1is what 1 call discrimination. To
ensure the representation of the homemaker as defined in the
amendments 1is constitutional. | challenge you alre at your
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next conference to have a nationally known speaker for
conservative women such as Beverly LeHaye. CWA represents
500,000 women nationally nncl 1000 women 1in the sfnte. They
are interested in seeing the family restored, laws to
protect the unborn, religious freedoms and a strong defense
of our country.

Fairbanks: Jane Zorbe:l am the head of educational
counciling for professional women, a group dealing with,

womens* problems in counseling women. I do not believe the
womens; commission is representative. T do not ngree with
its stated purpose. It is controversial. Make concerns and
recommendations related to women. How can a state funded

position choose sides?

Sitka: Ruth McKenzie: Thanks you Ms. Faronkamp for this
teleconference, I appreciate it and want it to continue.

Matsu: Edna DeVries: You knew, the commission has not
represented us. Who has spoken? M_.P.W. has. Why do you take
your concerns from this organisation rather than CWA which
has 2 to 3 times as many women? Beverly Lohaye has been here
twice and 1st vice president twice also. Why haven™t they
been 1invited to speak? ~ -

Bonnie Jack: 1"m a Republican. T support the commission. |1
don"t agree with everything the commission does, 1 don"t
even agree with my husband. | support a combination of
rules/finance version of the bill. A homemaker has always
been defined. I agree with limited terms. Compromise and
keep 1t

Carol Gray: I believe there is confusion as to the purpose
of this teleconference. Is it to address the agenda of the
commission? because there are no legislators here. If you
wish to tell your legislator how you feol you need to
contact them. I*"d like to have this opportunity to express
my viewpoint on something specific that |1 disagree with.

You Indicated support of the ABC resolution. 1 am all for”
helping women 1in poverty, but by tax credit. There are many
bills that speak to this philosophy. Debate on these issues
is not taking place. I would like to see you limit your
research and education which 1is done by so many other,

agencies. Lobbying is a major part of your time which could
be better spent helping women. I think you should have
better advertising. You can®"t know the difficulty 1 »ad
trying to find the time of this commission meeting. | would
have had to call Anchorage to find that out, and could not
find i1t out locally. There is a Perception out there that
yours 1is the only way. I would like to ask you a specific

guestion since it has* boor: stated that specifics are
requested..The ERA abortion connection has been well
established by legal counsel on both sides of the issue on
the National Level. Are you as a commission or individuals
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going to advocate for the ERA? (There was no answer,
although Carol asked it three times) Finally Paula said:

Well, we haven"t discussed it. Since we already have ERA in
our state constitution it hasn"t been a matter that ve "ve
brought to our attention, so | can"t answer that question.

Homer: Carol Hammock. | represent the Katchemak Family
Planning. We are interested in teen age pregnancies. Youth
need to receive sexaully transmitted disease education. ... |
support the commission in its pffnrfr,

&
Natasha Calvin: [ suppor{ and 7 others with me support the
commission. I was born and raised in Alaska, an abused
wife, 3 kids raised. 1 help women take charge of their
lives. I did it without any assistance. I don"t want to
hear about powerlescness. I don"t need used baby clothes.
The commission shines lights. I want status Kkept.

Kodiak: Patricia Meyer | am a 14 year secretary. The
commiscion has gathered facts on the status of women in the
workforce, treatment of womr-f: in the court system. The
status of women 1is proved. flow sponsor financial equity,
divorce, child support. Mew standards of child custody have
a ways to go. Bill HD 167 domestic violence, child neglect,
history of violence, any allegation, Domestic violence,

child abuse/neglect, history of higher level scrutiny,
investigate trained professional addict studies in child sex
abuse. Thorough investigation places for resource,
crisis/private counsels/ private individuals 1including
hearsay knowledge. Must be immediately put in counseling
with professionals. There should be required custody to non
abusive parents. Education ar.d professional experience need
additional studies.

¥
Nome: Kathy Foster : childrens® group, victims of domestic
violence need continued funding. 3800 people in Nome. Heed

to provide service to child, provide services to women,
children.

Sitka: Mary Jo McNally: Look at all spending issues. Wait
before committing to choose to fund until all issues looked

at. Drug abuse, domestic violence,- day care. pr>1jc 4 v
education all have higher priority. Do not make any rash
decisions. Look at every area. I do not support the

womens®™ commission.

Homer: Carol Schwartz: 1 favor broad representation on the
comission. X favor having a student member who would
represent the female on the high school level on tie
commission , improve their status. It would be a learning
opportunity and ensure input from future adult women. Ensure
support for education programs. X support programs for
displaced homemakers, financial aid for college work study
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programs, books. Basic health care/needs research for
self-sufficience.

Petersburg: Alan Funta- T am 24 years old, opposed to
womens®™ commission and 5 other ladies here are also opposed.
It is liberal. There is a strong group of conserve tive women

not being represented. It is controversial. If 1 was
represented | wouldn®"t have to be here testifying against
it. ,

Wendy: What 1is it specifically we do that you don*t like?
0
t

Alana: | don"t like your support of abortion, lesbianism
your solutions for child care etc.

Wendy: Who told you these things?

Alana: | read your reports.

Wendy: What 1is your address? I"11 send you our list of FY90
proposed activities.

Alana: P.0. Box 855, Petersburg

Anchorage: 1 represent S.T. A.R.R. | have lived here since
1978. I support a clean SB8. 1 suppport substance abuse
recovery, drop out problems, efforts in teen age
pregnancies. | want the commission to determine needs and
make recommendations.
Fairbanks: Donna Henry: 1 am 7 years in Alaska, 21, a wife
and work for Crisis Pregnancy Center. I oppose the
commission. It is a lobbying group. 1 am utterly opposed to
SB8.

il
Fairbanks: Linda Hay: 1 own and operate a woman owned
business. I do not support the state funding a lobbying =
group. I am opposed to SB8. The only version 1 could

support is the finance version.

Anchorage: Mary Maynard: 1 am a conservative Republican. [
don*"t agree with all the ccmmissien does. | have been here
28 years. Commission represents many women, homemakers to
soroptomists. When we gain equal status with men and truly
share equality, there will be no need for commission. There
are two more here for the commission.

Matsu: Katie Hurley: Myself, daughter and other women
support the commission, future program for FY99, nee.d to
work on Teen Ago Pregnancies, and Mini Title IK.  FomtlypfunnrnA

Agenda, Tuesday March 14, after teleconference
Long Term Plan to Develop strategies to Goals
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Subject: Pay Equity-updating data book

Evelyn: Information on workplace document. Data Book, 1look
for alternative ways to collect information. Arco has good
studies. Get hands on information to shore.

There is a study in Harvard Business Review. Shows
hidden costs of not having parental leave.
Parental Leave is a long term kind of thing.

Wendy: Pay equity is our priority. There is a state report
which come up with compromises. Legally the state is liable
on any pay equity os have already made public disparity in
pay. Thus, the state is ripe for a lawsuit as the state has
already made public the disparity. 1°d like to look into
what"s happening with that legislation. |If it covered just
state employees. .. I don"t understand why they can"t see
that it will cost them millions of dollars to be sued. Tf
only way to get eguttnble ray would bo to sue state, then
perhaps thats what croups of women should do.

Paula: They have no interest 1in what we say. But this 1issue
is not going away. That®s why wo put it at the top, as no
one else did.

Ruth: what other ways could we proceed if we"re not going to
get the legislation? Why didn"t it work?

Wendy- plus job groupings. P.A. s, male nurses make more
than female nurses. It was never clear where APEA was.

Also the cost. It costs more to discriminate against women
than be anti-men.

Evelyn: So shall y€& just monitor for now?

Loretta: Maybe we should distribute material on pay equity
in our communities, and let women work outside of the
commission to teach women about 1i1t. Right now there 1is no
awareness of this issue by women. 1 talked to Anne Parish of
Anchorage to discuss the need and 2 lawyers. Ex. : An average
man made $8,000 more than a woman.

Affirmative Action

Paula: We could support coordination with. Human Rights and
E. E.O0 and include in there things wo do "Keeping in mind
we"re not the same kind of -groups*. ™ Ruth had calls from
women who haven®t had help.

\)
Merrit: Kinds of problems include ways women evaluated,
affect their ability to rise in the job. There are problems
in Fish and Game, D.0.T, whore there is a lack of women
minorities, women have difficulty in being hired.
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Hapoleon: we"re? discriminated agair.ct -manipulated, You loco
your self-esteem, self-worth. Feel outnumbered. Ways of
handling it: need inner type of spirit. You don"t understand
until you"ve experienced 1it. Positiveness has always worked.
People 1in the villages are intimidated by everything outside
the village.

Ruth: Example: We are interviewed by 6 males. Contract
work.

Evelyn: wunreasonable*demands creates problems with
productivity. It is a now thine for some people to compare
jobs on the basis of education, vresponsibility, example,
comparing a nurse®"s and driver®s job. We need to make women
aware of the subtlety of discrimination against them.

Rebecca: Tied this comment in with teen suicide. What hope
is there for us who can"t get out, we"re not trained and

we"re discriminated against, so go back to the village. t,

Con br
Evelyn: We need to realise the strong parallel between
sexism and racism. We need to try different approaches. fttasuu
Kids are tired of consciousness raising. Rebecca: We engage
in role playing. It helps women see how they talk to women h%J/m*
differently than men. ‘ pyabb*

Loretta: What kind of criteria arc there for being classed
as minority businesses. Some men Just placed businesses in
their wife"s name.

Evelyn: its difficult to get certified in minority owned
businesses. Women have difficulty with Federal government,
DOT lets major fed,e,ral contracts. Difficulty in trying to
get on. We have a pamphlet on women owned business. Most of
our calls are regarding: small business and

People have stereotyped 1ideas ef feminists Mew approaches
to education are needed. Whv we talk about diccri

and discrimination in the werkpla’s ig boouco it ic 1 Movcl
idea to comparo 1obr on basis of education rofipori®j?ibi2.ity
etc. All they think of Is women wh¥* b’-m bras. Wo need to
englighton our youngsters. Research eh different ways pt
looking at Jobe-sophistication. How do ycu respond on sex
and race? Younger women think the battle 1is won.

Napoleon: suicides, hopelessness, nothing being dene.
Mon-discrimnation has to ho <« 311 levels. Not ready to get
out of village, something missing.

Evelyn: Women from never think of all things she could mevnfc
cn because she"s white. There are strong parallels between
sex ism an** racism. Kids 1ire not listening to consciousness
raising an/morp.
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Paula: do you have a conte:-:t iri ninel!?

Evolvn-how tradition womens* foies have changed what are
people doing now? Wo have- an older®s eon forones? AFM and ve
can help thorn become alert, mahe them awaxe. Wo also made
them aware at bilingual/bicvltural renferer.ee.

AAUW what about gender bins 1in the eour troern?
90. 3

Ruth: 90.3 will aid the courts in malting determination for*
child support. | had input Into it. General guidelines and-
gross 1income/IRS 20% to 27% figures from Rational studies.
Provided credit non custodial, 20 --"ays or longer so now have
to pay support during that time. Mow they arriVvor T
figure? They used different Mtaees for the amount of tir.:e
they had the child. Get up exceptions. They said, How mush
does the average fTamily spend on alcohol and cigarette? They
determined b"10.00 a month was average, so support for child
was determined from that thinking. Then there were

modif mcations. Gome reason-., people don"t pay support are
due tw the Doom /bust employment, Irregular incomes...

Ruth: 1'm attending neetin3-* =Moor! jZidcnco. Wh31 dc you
think of 00.%2 an 17w 1 of V'01no 1 court r*lc? WO
found out you had to have it to be in compliance. A
guideline not procedural rule that needs 2/25.

Ho, we do not wnnt it as legislation due to Hanew
Gruessert alerts us if legislator wants to introduce it.
Uehling does. Mo. if it-tt>* been wr.I”™mn in bill form vic*d
have gotten an aler.t through child russort services. 19acko
thinks men are not awarded custody se that"s why they don"t
pay support, so discriminatory *. Tf you®"re looking at
non-custedlal parent making ~50.000 demoting 7500.00 a month
o child is no differ*cnt that if the child is at heme. It
tolkino of needs, every kid should get welfare. Yen

as a child includes what *hsvr h.mme onyironment ie-that Ke e
environment creatar th™» nnp>f.

Could Pat <Kennedy)heir yO» o' ft 3 1o4h0V in romiVv®

Pat Kennedy called and reported on 99.3 Then stated I°Il ask
if anyone in the Departmo.nt of Law wants to bo the designee.
I have sent in my letter of resignation. Your Anchorage
office did get one of those memos.

Paula: 1"m sure no one else will wanl to be the designee.

Report on welfare reform-Tohn Tabor-sec agenda
&

Notes not taken as John®"s research presented all necessary
information.
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Lorotta: asked John re*: Ts fho person wh” r-"~A"~Alvn; AFP~ able
to ccnd tholr child >0 a r~n-! day car? provider and
give that prcvlder the AFPC funds nl.loc.itod for babysitting?

John; In the Wolfarc* Refor*** Act whether a porsor on AFPC “isi
able to pay 3 non-licencod pereon or not is a question for
the State to decide. Licensing under this reform will be up
to state.

At close of meetingl Ru+h Lister was talking in a low voice
to commissioners at table :bont some kind of meeting at 7:00
p.m. that night. Discussion was continuing, when Carol Gray,
a member of the Task Force for Advocates for Women stepped
outside to compliment Mr. Tabor on hie talk. When she
returned, the commission was still discussing something
about 7:00 or 3:00 p.m. ir. low tor.ee. Carol ashed : I *brink
I heard you mention something abc-"jf a meeting at 7:00 or
8:00 p.m. I would very much like to participate with you Iin
all your meetings, so If could just let me know when it
is. 1°d like to be thor-=

Ruth: oh. we were just dt”~cussing a possible time.
Carol: well, when 1is your r.c:it nooning going to be?
Ruth: at 11:Q0 a.m. tomorrow.

Carol: Well. 1 thought you raid n:00 or 8:00 tonight.

After some discussion between M-=xrit. Pusan and Ruth about
when they could cot together.

Ruth said: oh. well ve might as well go now, down *o the
Westmarl-: in 10 minutes to flsours *ho testimony from the
teleconference.

Carol then informed me later that such a meeting was going
to take place, and perhaps 1 would also like to attend.

Carol was 20 minutes later at the Westmark and went in to
the restroom. Susan Sealley, one of the commissiofjorc
followed her in, and 1in an agitatcd manner stated that they
were no longer going to have that meeting as they ha.d
called the legislative council and boon advised that that
would bo In violation of tk» qgeon meetings act. Also that
they could not oven moot in groups of three without
advertising the mooting. Carol went home.

At G :40 p.m. T appeared at the Westmark since T was unhaware
that the meeting on the ter* Lmeny war not taking place.
When 1 arrived at the tnb!r,/ no onn «pn|"0 omc™pt N
Heiferich who questioned, "Won"t you sit down?"
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I did and Ruth Lister said to Did you want to tall: to
me?

Sue: I understood that you wnro going to talk about the
testimony, and since much of it dealt with the perception
people across the state have of this commission, |1 felt |
could be of help in evaluating Iit.

Paula: we"re not going to discuss 1i* as it would be in i
violation of the open meetings act.

Ruth: would you like to talk, to mo?
Sue: 1 have already spoken to you. Mary McClinton 1is the

head of the Task Force for Advocates for Women, and she has
an appointment with you at 1:00 p.m. tomorrow, so she will

speak for these women. "Il just sit here and get to know
you better.

Ruth ate her chowder quickly and loft. | visited with Paula
regarding her personal studios arid my life in Valdes. 1 left

around 8:00 p.m. while the vest of the commission minus
Ruth, Wendy, Betty Ramage, Susan S"alley stayed.

n< o

Meeting began at 11:1IS. For the s”-ond day Pot”y PamaoO
not present. Wendy Rodman vac pros—~T:t
bllls and left.

Paula: One of our favorite papers is com equity 1i.n the
schools. We share a common goal regarding so:: equity ir.
schools with the D»Q. F. and our speaker today, Darby
Anderson.

Darby Anderson of D.0.E. : A position of Annie Calkins paid
partly by Titlo IV funds in P.O.E. 14 out of 15 districts=in
compliance. She listed the 1i2rc*3c. Only 100*=coropliGncc i-
acceptable. We are considering consequences of
non-compliance Includinc withdrawal of state funds, this
concept being approved by William Pr-mmert. This withdrawal
of funds will help provide 1incentives to comply.

* X
Competing neodc in FY90 budget prevents monioc going to get
compliance. Y<wor hmlo as wameno®™ commission in obtaining

those funds will bo helpful. At bilingual conference,
teachers training in health, physical education and ----- ;
was stressed. The DOE now has modules on wemen in American

History, Foreign<anguage, computers, etc. Wo have request
for videos for practicums, for in-services. We have 6000
members in our networks, including librarians, world \%

languages etc so will have more se:: equity trainers. We. are
seeking grants for sexism/racism training.
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The 4th equity conference v."ns Jan/Fob. Ruth was there.
Wendy gave a good introductory opooch. 150 there 1in spite of
bad weather. Theme was recommittment to so:: equity.

Have lots of resources for womens®™ history month, bias!:
women, women in Tfine arts. Wo have equity resources and
materials available to districts. Loch over arid see what
you want to add. modules arc available on loan. Kits
available for grades 4-6, pamphlets: "women hold up 11/2.,tho
sky" etc.

Will be a conference in»Perltand by Northwest labs called
Equity "99. 6 teachers will bo sent. We want to strengthen
our relationship with womens®™ commission, share with you the
numbers of districts in compliance, and help us obtain staff
support of this concept. John on our side helps keep things
moving. Could use budgetary help.

Paula: why is s* equity being in compliance in rural areas
instead of cities and only one ir; 5. E. in compliance?

Darby: staff problem. However, r.™w that wo have gotten sex
equity to be included as busle education instead of
supplemental it will bo much easier.

Linda Freed: P*.rs ~hic nf pri*n schools?
Darby: no

Darby also the costs of program, costs for piloting
research, we can integrate . Pillnounl is new included 1in
bosic O”uc?.~ion cffirihicr. ~ £k9h r3lor 3 2tnt"?rnn?

»
Evelyn: How can we tie in w.mons " issues to each of the
conferences? Have every child ~*ttcnd licensed oro-school*®
Lots of correlation between that and commission.

Darby: We can help child in school make better choices an”

they will have a more equitable future.
:

Loretta: oral history. We need more development 1in that

area. In Home we have a rotating library. Obtain state and
private funds. Trying to get funding for currriculum-. and
presently we borrow from all others. Need comprehensive

curriculum for sox oquity.
Discussion ef FV=0 activities- see agenda

Ruth: Can we fund one person to attend the Image Conference?
There 1is 0150.00 1in budget to send. Conference will 1include
workshops on English as a resend language, consciousr.ess
raising, esteem building, wemen ef color.
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V.v
Ivhy? fybht (krcepitt*} Merrit: 1t is not good to send women to conferences. | ask
lit the motion bewithdrawn.
g
A Linda: We need a policyregarding sending anyone to
. m'ft bco_nferences. It should not Lo decided on a case by case
asis.

W :
fh/nkHttC?%CV&J Discussion encuod regarding dates for June Meeting in Home.
fo'fradt™ It will be hold for 2 days. Important to have it late Ir.r

May, Tuesday and Wednesday, perhaps the I1Sth or 17th. m may
be moved later if session is longer -important to have this
meeting after the legislative session.

Discussion of Parental Leave:

Marie Darlin: How many can afford parental leave? Do we
have statistics from ether states?

yes, 3211 of women returned towork 1in 2 weeks.

Marie: 1immediate reactions "=flegislators is important so
need te tell them statistics "=m h<~w many people will take
advantage of this leave.

Discussion of Ruth®"s Position Paper on Parental Leave 1in
Agenda Packet.

_ Ruth: over GO/ of women in Alaska asking because of economic
Von'ichflirtn Hfuso  reasons we need to consider *his bill important te children

Meed qj/ thefrhm of of Alaska.  We shouldn"t even consider the Governor's
JUthl<UJe*.)t4l concerns on this bill" (Ruth "sremark re what Governor"s

concerns were: that it emight be used by labor unions as a
collective bargaining -tool. Wendy: |If talking about you

leave state. It doesn"t matter te the Private employee.
Conversely lose productivity. I won"t feel strongly re..

V_
Merrit: |Is there cause shewn between job growth and leave

laws? 1In your paper paragraph , 2nd page job growth in
business that has less than 50 employees show that states
with parental leave law have economic growth..This statement
doesn™t prove that just leave laws cause economic growth.

+ J d==dn#t br*"9 =ny backup papers with me. 1 left, thenm
le<t /d/von* tKiiatf" Anchorage. However, there is no causal reason proved but
hAf back'-up the implication is there.

hnpwLt J Merrit. On you sentence that States with environmental

Wht Ir*fUiuhr* growth continued to show job growth, can you add sentence re:
If then.! businesss environments tied together. Implies lives up 41V..

Paula-quality-any other reasons? “iciness climate

Ruth: 1Q weeks men. If go t* omployeed.
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Linda: anything that will he*lp children

Ruth: contracts with businesses. You address their specific
problems with this bill. Opposition is from the ur.kn.ovn. 70
if employers l:now a few of Yhe advantages, theg will have
loyal long term employees. Go you vorit erossc Cf>U
"productivity of infants in day care and 51X of women under
age_ 0«

Susan: This position paper our plan? Arco has a parental
leave pian, Uunical doesn't. Do you want us to take this
position paper to our communities ar.d organisations and got
reactions and feedback?

Wendy Redman loft at Pt"IG p.v.

Carol Gray from audience: "wmw ar.d when does the women®s
commission formulate your position on an issue like child
care?

We put out information packets once a month. 1 have an idea*"
the commission 1is not predisposed “e a resi”*ten, but it-
tales a position toward packet.

Ruth: well, I just don"t want to put forward my position.
Linda: 1 value your opinion, so good for us to know.

Evelyn. 1 can do a third column on this page entitled "long
term planning”-see agenda, which would 1include information
item, action item.

Carol: from audience: When are you going to discucc the
results of the teleconference and since this is the long
term planning Meeting according to your agenda, I1°d like to
know 1f you“re going to make a decision regarding the
National Ilevel ERA at this meeting?

Paula: There 1is no time to “reuse what wo heard. This
Juneau meeting is always Jlooso bocswc** people are dropping
in and out. We are seldom able to make lone term decisions.
Regarding the teloconforonc. T had te make a decision
whether to lister: tO 20O mn mo 0 00 WO C*00T* dOb31~n.
I choso iio li.pt.op. to 3r firifw/ *P wo o”uld. Zow wo hv."0o thoir
nanos and addr~rcnr and v/0 cnr. r<?£pnry/ *.0 that,.

Carol; Agoln, T#n Q.ohincr von aho N do~tsion, long tor"1l.
Aro yo* going ~o maVo a posj*. r ~l. h*=APC bi2l or FIRA?

Morrit; Mavbo wo should havo or.othor tcloconforonco#
Paula: Trouble 1is the budget. Wo can as a group publish, or

we can try te get a legislator to spencer one so we don"t
have to pay..
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Merrit: so public wouldn"t get to tall:? Just licten?
You mean where we could tail: to each other?

Puula: We need to grapple with schol archips. What are 7our
priorities? We don"t have separate ones. What we"re doing
now is the result of our spring meeting.

Evelyn: In our 1960 annual report wo did along term plan.
It was adopted. I assume you"ll pick. ... ,

Carol: T speciftcnlly want »o0 know ifyou support of ERA on
o notional level? *,

Paula may not ever be discussed. We already have a state ERA

Linda: perhaps we should se.-.d agendas of our meetings, or
you could call the office.

Cord ? T _p*cl5lcilly wan#& 4r* j#you will rfrrort ?JR1
and HTR1 tho n"-t™bor o” tho 1 bill".— s\ipporti.y EBA.
Paula: we"re not preparea it. T son-t think we"re

going to take a position <n fhose bills at least at this
meeting.

Informal agreement to this tatoMor.t V*y nodding of heads*
Suzxan: It vrouldbe toe cumbersome: we can"t leap up. . ..

Corel ! vhon did=\j doci *o c.ircr pn»a®nl l,nnvo n*d
divorce and dlr201liillor. hi 1Is*

We decided 4 vonrc aso ho s*.ipport hhn:70 2 Kills.

Carol: what I"m gettine at is the process. Hew do you work,
and whor. «ar. tho lav havo 1 h hotho prccogg0

Paulas _4_ar* 8¢ . O_wn__ *"ado mho docjgsi.on nr, say
disparity in diu<rco 1am *ico® "o *f=foral dis"a™i.”"y
report. Commission ndorVd 11 at ,»,?t.ipr;. Tho Roseanch was
odopted. The Ar.chora?.n ror<<f published on family equity.

Bnr Association and o4horr *#&&hod -—n. 1t. Pron”rod a divorce?
report. Thon wo went to th™ N2Zvnr"v;r and said this is. sur”®
repor4 and aslr=d his to sp™***sr . Mad dra’l 1*sisla”™i n
prepared, Dc”"y nd Chr i~ ~a”~”ahan * w4”h an**4
divorcomastors.

Carol: 1Issue is lack of rr”~roson.4a+ien. “ihcro does time and
pincc gqo Tfor public par4leipaZi n. T undors&snd its a. .»

Paula! During public consent. Adopting as priority 1item 1is
public.
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Carol: But there is only 1 h-—>nr sohmdu led on lhe ~m
for three* mootlnci. th”ro .jr onlI™ P hours scheduled and oaeh
in different communities™™

Paula: We don "t have time or budget to allow for too much
public comment.

Out Wondv Rodman ®@aid wo nod to mal*o pay oouity n
priority, but how do »o» "iow *~hir as a priority whon
limit how you camo to tha4 docicion?

Linda: I knew when | became a commissioner, the commission®s
position on pay equity.

u//cjwWhere we go with pay equity, we will try to determine tho

6-c*el anfio-or

ihen why
H&uU <j«tself'Cot**rr)

<e-h>allreiz&J?

status of the bill from tho department of administration.
Will be an agenda item. Currently r.o bill now.

Carol: *is there any tlmo wh. n w “an sar”isinate? Tf yeu#re
coming to dol*Jop a N\ e il « WK N f whorr ir?
our time for debate?

Paula: Wo tend to work through womensl groups.

Carol: Put he hememaker rm™nh~rally im net a member of those
groups.

Pauls: if you don’t like our viewpoint, then, the answer is
to elect another Poyg»i-nor.

Mo €inscfjov TP.o"

VioVv VO'jrCcTOlIl ~f *3 hod N em p nNne»”™ /" A n f fVvn H ,m»n w " "nr nr« ro”~"Qr'-T ~N g

viowpc 1mh, or* & yovi ibyo=Pp* "cw j . n  ysPr

district.



January 24, 1989

Representative Boucher and members of the State Affairs Committee, |

apologize for not appearing personally this morning to testify on behalf of

HB 56. The time conflicts with my getting my son off to school. 1 trust my
written testimony will suffice.

Let me tell you something about myself. I am married; my husband and
I will celebrate 19 years together this summer. I am the mother of two boys,
ages 6 and 3. I am currently a full-time mother and homemaker as well as a
part-time church secretary. I have been at homewith my boys fulltime for
several years, but before that 1 worked fulltimeoutside the home. I have
been both a consumer and a provider of childcare services. Staying home with

my children was something X chose to do, but it is a choice not without sig—

nificant financial implications.

I want to let you know that I, like many women today, have been on both

sides and in the middle of the career/motherhoodcondundrum. The choices are
not easy, for those of us who have the luxury of choice. However, many women
have no such choice. They are single heads of households, responsible for the

survival of themselves and their children and, in some cases, aging parents.
The Alaska Women®"s Commission has always been supportive of all women, whatever
our choices or situati.ons.

Divorce and poverty are facts of life, as are pregnancy, desertion,
abuse, loss of employment and/or promotional opportunities due to pregnancy,
lack of childcare options- the list goes on. Unfortunately, the Alaska Women"s
Commission seems at times to be accused of causing or perpetuating the very
S 1 ills it is working to address reminiscent of the fate awaiting ancient
1 s of bad tidings.

That women and children continue to make up a growing majority of those



living below the poverty line is not a pleasant idea, but it is a reality that
all of us must face. The solution to this and other problems is not to blame
the Alaska Women®s Commission for bringing them to our attention. The only
reasonable response is to support the Commission in its work.

The Alaska Women®s Commission is the voice of Alaska women- native
and non; married, divorced, single; career women, homemakers, students;
women with and without children- in all our variety with all our differences
and similarities, no matter what choices we have made in our lives or in
what circumstances we find ourselves. I urge you to continue, to support this

important voice for the women of our state by supporting I1B 56.

Thank you.

Kathleen Wakefield

Box 211469

Auke Bay, Alaska 99821
789-0518






