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Analysis (continued):

of grants under the new Assistive Technology Act of 1988 (Public Law
100-407). See attached letter.

This fiscal note is being prepared in anticipation of a successful
grant application. There will be ten (10) grants awarded the first
year, 1990, with a maximum amount of $500,000 for each successful
applicant. Twenty (20) grants will be awarded in 11 91 and grants will
be available to all states in FY 92. The Alaska Division of Vocational
Rehabilitate on is applying for a first-year grant. If the Division is
successful in being awarded this grant, there will also be grants
available in the following two years up to a maximum of $500,000 each
year. In addition, there are two more succeeding years to reapply for
continuation funds for a total five-year funding period. All funds
are 100% federal with no required state march.

To date, the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation has not received a
grant application. Since the regulations are still being pranulgated,
we have been notified by Washington, D.C., that we should receive the
grant application sometime in the middle of April. From our
discussions with the individuals involved and reading the information
now available, it is our understanding that the system developed must
be consmar responsive, statewide and available to individuals of all
ages with disabilities, with partioilar emphasis on persons who have
traditionally been underserved. The program would be operated as a
separate component of DVR directly supervised by the Director®s Office
and would most likely be based in Anchorage. The Division will, of
course, follow the regulations js outlined in the grant application. We
anticipate, however, that the services offered would include
information and referral, functional evaluation, assessment of similar
benefits, direct services, etc. | would like to emphasize at this time
that the services provided in this grant are not just for the Division
of Vocational Rehabilitation®s clients but for any client requiring
this type of service regardless of age or whether they are capable of
working. Within our budget structure, we would set up a separate
budget component entitled, "Assistive Technology Devices and Services."

The purposes of the Act are as follows:

1. To provide financial assistance to the states to help each state to
develop and implement a consumer-responsive statewide program of
technology-related assistance (TRA) for individuals of all ages
with disabilities that is designed to:
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A. increase aware of needs of individuals with disabilities for
Assistive technology devices (AID) and assistive technology
services (ATS)?

B. increase awareness of policies, practices and procedures that
facilitate or impede the availability of these devices and
services?

C. increase availability of and funding for ATD and ATS for
individuals with disabilities?

D. increase awareness and knowledge of the effectiveness of AID
and ATS among individuals with disabilities, their families,
public and private agencies that have contact with individuals
with disabilities (including insurers), employers and other
appropriate individuals?

E. increase capacity of public and private agencies to provide
TRA, particularly AID and ATS and to pay for the provision of
these devices and services?

F. increase coordination and collaboration among state, public and
private agencies that provide TRA?

G. in :rease the probability that individuals of all ages with
disabilities will, to the extent appropriate, be able to secure
and maintain possession of assistive technology devices as such
individuals make the transition between services offered by
human service agencies or between settings of daily living.

If you have any further questions or concerns, please do not hesitate
to call.
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Date of Committee Action:

The HEALTH, EDUCATION, & SOCIAL SERVICES Committee considered: SJR 23

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 23
Relating to the labeling of irradiated food.

RECOMMENDATIONS: [ 1 the same title
be replaced with [ J a new title

have attached amendment(s)
do pass
do not pass
no recommendation
individual recommendations

additional referral to the Committee
ADOPTS: letter of intent
ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(s): APPROVES PREVIOUS:

(Dept) (Date/Dept)

( ] fiscal impact [ ] fiscal note(s)
c ) zero fiscal note 1 zero fiscal notefs) y2/&?
C ] zero with analysis_ [ ] zero fn/analysis
SIGNING DO PASS: SIGNING:

(Check approp. column)



Alaska State Legislature

Senate
P.0. BOX V
State Capitol
Official Business Juneau, Alaska 99811
March 13, 1989
TO: Representative Johnny Ellis
Chairman, House HESS Committee
FROM: Senator Jay Kerttula
SUBJECT: Senate Joint Resolution 23, relating

to the labeling of irradiated food

I would greatly appreciate your scheduling SJR 23 for hearing
in the House HESS Committee at your earliest possible
convenience.

I introduced SJR 33 last session and it passed both houses of
the Legislature. SJR 33 requested that the Food and Drug
Administration extend the expiration date on the labeling
requirement for irradiated foods. The Food and Drug
Administration has now extended the requirement until 1990.

Rather than requesting such extensions every two years, SJR 23
simply requests that the Food and Drug Administration
permanently adopt the current labeling requirement for
irradiated foods so that consumers know that they are buying

treated foods. Even proponents of irradiation have ]J+-tle
argument against the consumer®s right to know what he vr she
is eating.

Thank you for your consideration of this request. I will be

preparing a packet of information for distribution to
committee members and please contact Paula Terrel in my office
if you have any questions.



STATE |,F ALASKA BILL VERSION:

1989 LEGISLATIVE SESSION PUBLISH DATE: . 3/2/89
REQUEST:
Revision Dare: _ ) Apmev AfTwtwl:Health & Social Services
Title: Labeling of Irradiated . state Health Services
Food
Sponsor: Kertulla rm r m, e Laboratory tervlc/ T"
ReqL .stor:

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93 FY 94

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING -0- -0- -0- -0- _0- _0-

CAPITAL -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
REVENUE _0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERALFUND
FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER

TOTAL -0- -0- Cr ~0- -0- ~u-

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS : (Attacha separate page ifnecessary)

Preparedby : Elizabeth lvard, Director ,4"—5—
Division : Public Health n ;. ./ /™7 Q ~7

Disuibulion (by preparer):
Legislative Finance
Legislative Sponsor
Requestor

Office of Management and Budget ,
Impacted Agency(ics) rf ———— of —



The Department of Environmental Conservation strongly supports this

resolution.

Because of the small amounts of irradiated food produced 1in the
United States, it may be many years before the international tulip
symbol, signifying irradiated food, 1is commonly recognized by the
public. Since some people have concerns about the safety of
irradiated foods and others may actually prefer them to products
which have been treated with pesticides, maintaining the written
labeling requirements will allow all consumers to easily recognize

irradiated products and make an informed decision when purchasing

food.

The uncertainty resulting from FDA"s  temporary labelling
requirements, generates confusion and may predispose many people
to oppose irradiation of food products because they are uncertain

that they will be able to avoid them in the marketplace.

FDA should be encouraged to take the responsible action of making
the written labeling requirements mandatory Indefinitely. This
resolution is an excellent means of communicating that the public

wishes them to do so.
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The HEALTH, EDUCATION, fi SOCIAL SERVICES Committeeconsidered: SJP. 35

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 35 [COMMUNITY HEALTH CARE FOR VETERANS]
Requesting the Veterans Administration and the Departmentof Defens.”™ to
consider the importance of community health care fo*-vet T"ans.

RECOMMENDATIONS: [ 1 the mn—, title
[ ] be replaced with [ 1 a new title
[ 1 have attached amendment(s)
L V] do pass
[ 1 do not pass
[ 1 no recommendation
[ 1 individual recomnendat ans
[ 1 additional referral to the Committee
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STATE OF ALASKA . BILLVERSION: _ Y n- (a)

1989 LEGISLATIVE SESSION * - PUBLISHDATE: _ 3/22/89

DuicT FISCAL NOTE

Revision Dale: ArevAffr: A alth 1 ?2oci-al ?2 « ™ices
Title:Requesting the Veteran s Adm. RRI|]. Medical Assistance

and the Dept, of Defense to... “

Sponsor: Jones et al. rmp~n* m All

Requestor:

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93 FY 94

PERSONAL SERVICES -0- -0- -0- _0- _0- _0-
TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND A STRUCTURES

GRANTS. CLAIMS

MISCELLANEQUS

TOTAL OPERATING -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
CAPITAL -0- -0- -0- -0- _0- -n-
REVENUE -0- _0- -0- -0- -0- 0.1

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND -0- _0- _0- _0- ~0- _o_

FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER _

TOTAL -u- -u- -u- —u- - —u-

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIVE

PART-TIME

TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS : (Attacha separate page ifnecessary)

Prepartdby: ,, S ia . , Director '3/ T >~

Division: Medical Assistance __ Date; ~
Approved by Commissioner: el »  <uru'on £°/1°/- Date ;
Ag’é&;//: Department of realth ; focial Norvt Tjs I *

Distribution (by prrparcr):
Legtslauve Finance
Legislative Sponsor
Reguestor
Office of Management and Budget
Impacted Ageney(ics) Wft - - of



STATE OF ALASKA . BILL VERSION: _SsJR 35 )

1989 LEGISLATIVE SESSION ! PUBLISH DATE:  2/22/89

il FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date: i AgencyAffected: Military and Veterans Affairs
Title : pcqttcstinc the VA to con tder BRU:

community health cr re for veterans

Sponsor:__ Senator .tones Components :

Requestor: snn.n-p Ht3q

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dol lars)
OPERATING FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93 FY 94

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0 0

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER

TOTAL

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS : (Auach a separate page ifnecessary)
There as no fiscal impact on the Department of Military and Veterans Affairs
is a rerult of passage of this resolution.

Prepared by: -Juii-llgrriacu Phone : *<>5-4600
Division : Administrative aid Support Services Date: 2Zalll il2
Approved by Commissioner .t .Tsh Sclur tt,+ Date: V M m

Agency: M ilitary and VotM-m-; A ffair.;

Distribution (by preparer):
Legislative Finance
Legislative Sponsor
Reguestor
Office of Management and Budget
Impacted Ageney(ics) page of ——-



Alaska State Legislature

Senate

State Capital

(>ttictal Business Juneau, Alaska

March 29,1989

RCDmar 29 1959

MEMORANDUM
fo: Representative Johnny Hiis, Chairman

House Health, Education & Social Services Committee
From: Senator Li™N'd Jones . ¢
Suby: SIR 35 - Community Health Care for Veterans

| would respectfully ask for a hearing on SIR 35 in the House HESS Committee
as soon as pc;iible. The purpose of the resolution isto send a message to the
Veterans Administration and the Department of Defense, asking them to
consider Alaska's unigue situation regarding health care as they make budget
decisions. The federal fiscal year isupon us and for this resolution to be
effective, it isimportant we get it to the powers-that-be immediately.

Background

The US. House Veterans' Affairs Committee conservatively forecast a Veterans
Administration medical budget shortfall over the next two years of $1.1 billion
below the amount needed to deliver the services provided in FY'88. The Bush
Administration’s FY '90 proposal for the VA's Department of Veterans' Benefits is
currently $30 million short of the current service levels. Because of the shortfall in
the budget, the VA islooking at various measures to reduce its expenditures.

These include:

» mandating veterans travel to VA hospitals or clinics

* negotiating discounts of charges from non-government health
care providers

* beefing up their own clinics and hospitals.

The state has approximately 70,000 veterans with approximately 52% residing in
small communities. They account for up to 15% of the total patient load across
Alaska. Currently, veterans In Alaska can choose to be served in their own local
cor 'imunities. The cost of airfare for travel to VA hospitals would be just another

burden during a time when the veterans is facing a medical crisis.



Representative Johnny Hiis
Page 2
March 29,1989

The state has provided millions of dollars to our hospitals to help modernize
facilities. We've invested in new state-of-the-art technologies. Withdrawal of
any major user group from local health care providers would impact the
viability of Alaska's health care systems, which strives to provide an infrastructure
of modern, accessible service for all Alaskans.

I've enclosed backup material for your perusal. If you have further questions,
please don't hesitate to call.



BACKGROUND PAPER
SERVICES TO VETERANS IN PRIVATE COWUNITY HEALTH FACILITIES IN ALASKA

HEALTH ASSOCIATION OF ALASKA

Historically, Veterans who live in Alaska have been served by the private
sector. Alaska 1is the only state in the nation which has tnis particular
arrangement. Veterans have received physician and hospitalization services
in their own communities using community facilities. It has been the policy
of these communities and the facilities who serve them to respond to the
needs of all residents. They have developed services and made large capital
investments in response to the demands of the entire community, 1including
the veteran patient population.

In March 1986, the Veterans Administration Inspector General issued a
report critical of the cost of medical care of veterans in Alaska.
Subsequently, the VA has pursued various measures to reduce VA expenditures
in this state such as the establishment of its own primary care clinic

and negotiating discounts of charges from the non-governmental providers
during the past year.

In September 1987, 1in meetings initiated by the VA with the Anchorage

area hospitals and doctors, we became aware of another study (US Army Corp
of Engineers), dated September 1986 which concluded that $102.2 million over
25 years could be saved if the Veterans Administration and the Department

of Defense were to expand their joint sharing arrangements for hospital

care. The DOD 1is preparing a replacement proposal for their facility at
Elemendorf AFB and the VA proposes that a facility be constructed of
sufficient size to also support the needs of the VA (additional 55 beds).

Up to this time, the VA has used private hospitals and physicians throughout
Alaska for medical care. It is asserted by the VA that the proposed Anchorage
VA/DOD hospital would be used only for Anchorage area veterans.

In November 1987, in a follow-up meeting with Anchorage hospitals and

doctors, it was further revealed by the VA that they were also examining

other alternatives to private medical care for veterans, including (1) expandii
current sharing arrangements with Elmendorf Hospital before it is replaced/
expanded in 1991 and (2) transferring veterans to the Seattle VA Hospital

for cardiac surgery, neurosurgery and major orthopedic joint replacement
surgery. An impact analysis on medical care in Alaska has not been

prepared by the VA or is unavailable to us at this time.

Preliminary review of the "Economic Analysis" that was done shows that

while every effort was made to demonstrate dollar savings for the VA and/or
the DOD, there was little effort to weigh the financial 1iImpact on the
community providers since veterans account for 8-10S of total patient load,
nor was there any consideration given to the effect on the overall health care
ue™ /Zery system iIn the state. The private system strives to provide an
infrastructure of accessible services to care for the needs of all Alaskans.
The withdrawal of a major user group from these providers may provide an
irreparable blow to the viability of many community health systems.



Hk<mana Hospital
Alaska

March Z0.1989

Senator Lloyd Jones
Capitol Building
Juneau, Alaska

RE: SJR 35 Requesting the Veterans Administration and the
Department of Defense to consider the importance of
community health care for veterans.

Dear Senator Jones:

Thank you for being the prime sponsorofSJR 35. Our hospital
participated 1in the tack force forced by the Health Aasocatlon

of Alaska to review the initial plansofthe Veterans Adminis—
tration to increase the joint charingoffacilities with the
Department of Defense. The original plan proposed that a wing
would be built onto the replacement facility planned for the
Elmendorf AFB hospital in Anchorage. Throughout the months of
discussions, the Veterans Administrat ion sealed down their plans
to have only 16 beds set aside in the facility rather than having
a separate wing.

L have enclosed a copy of an article which appeared in the"Alas*u
Medicine™ magazine which summarized the tragilr nature oi Alaska“"t
health care system and the impact the VA plans would have had if
their original proposal was implemented. Many of the points are
still valid. I believe they provide sound reasons for adoption of
SJR 35. It is very important to the Alaska veteran to receive care
in their community. We worked closely with several veteran®s groups
while reviewing this 1issue.

I commend your efforts, and those of the sponsors for introducing the
resolution and support the favorable consideration to adopt the
resolut ion.

Sincerely,

Charles P. Stokes
Executive Director



My Turn

Veterans* Administration Plans ( hanges—
( an Alaska s Health ( are System Survive?

< arrensiv. because there are i>> X \ ho*p tji* n Mas-
ca. etefansin Xtuskuutcseen cured tor. and treatedin
men ‘ittn communities n\ tneir own private piaet.ee
m'nis-.etans in their own local rospiijls. ttur *v%tcm pru-
des verv men uuuntv eare. and patients express 1 men
excl ot salistaetiun with the svstent lormidubic prob-
lems «i deluding ncjlth ware to our wtdclv dispersed
population have lurgclv been overcome | he volume ni
health scr tecs provided to \u*kus veterans aeeounts
lor approxirnatclv in 15 ot trtc total patient *crxices
provided bv hospitals across nit ’ate
\ sonsidcrable jmount ot moncv has ven »pen
*hcse eommunilics in expand.nc and renovating laud-
tics, and in dcvclopme and providing new services and
new technologies so that all Mj*kans wan cnios better
health leor example, the state rcccntlv spent SIn million
building anc* hospital in <ordova and additional ex-
pcmlJiluics aic beme punned tor otner sommunities to
upgrade then acihticx Humana Hospital and Provi-
dence Hospital rccentlv comp,ctcd maior expansion
proiccts. adding new ... % c* and new »crs<ves MI
0| us have bcnetitied
Xljskunvrow do not havet.' iravcourstat toohiutn
sophisticated, expert, state or ‘'he ait health .are like
*cdid as recently as 15\cur*ago Vcau*cthe*c services
isine the latest technologies and cmpiovmg the he best
def.ee ot expertise arc now asa ;aWc
Hut. the asaiuhmtv to ad va**ans ot this h.gn icsci
el sjtc ss threatened nv proposed V X plans to 'rstrct
pitons tor health ware ot Maskas veterans the X\
«ants to add 47 inpatient hosp tj* *scJ» to a new militarv
hospital that is planned lo be constructed at | imendort
Vit Force Hase the VVpuns to ttcal all Marian vet-
ctans there tak.nf these pd ents awjs trom thed nxal
phvsicuns ..enmumt e . sn-*p tai* lhe\\.* wed
»ionf w.th its p ans
XKhs Jo th.s' Ihe X X »as« e *ii. sase movv X|*vt
others Jo not shatc tftisop.mon Hut esen it *omc sav e
nfs were toaccturto he \' x *nat would hetbe»mpjci
od the X\ plan* on tv test * Xa*ka' the V\ has Aid
soiied Hut sthets ruse
Ihrloss id bus.nes* that * i.lifs-tH tfom * . .«
ail vrtetan health cate Horn Ma*ka > private >ectoi
would *evrteiv. mp>*t \ta**a* j leads ttac < “cailft
.aff delivetv «v«trm Wccaye 'V movv ha* a-teadv
ven spent to add new teshn. fe* *c»*Hf* abjtaeil’
I'n *%i*t*»an n*tsift-pv v trdaefd tsfi<rah* hs*. o

rsnt the private »ccior \nd ctcrans’

otth p.itient

ite eliminated
e.idhcate*c*m cC* accounted I d in 15
iMil m XLis*, |
‘dii- e x \ pf.ipnc.u attcct the vet.'fans nv
Suintine them to eo to | Imendort Xit hone 1 use hos-
pital bin ii also sill attcct the private sects r h\ m-
.rejsmec their costs, po**ih|v resulting in less iccess to
health cite tor al Maskans hmce the moties have
alteadv been *pent nrenovating and expar.di ig. these
tixcd costs will have to be passed on to tcmai inc pav-
ors fhe resuit Isfher costs to them This w Il ocmt-
euntil .nctease tv cost to the Mate ot Masla due to
Medicaid and t estate eniplovces because heath insur-
ance costs will increase signilicantlv
[he v\ argues that thcv will cjve moncv > piggy-
backing I'nto the militarv hospital Howevc . several
independent studies bjvc cast crave doubts hum the
rcluhilitv ot these optimistic projection* It.* cost ot
health care in Xlasku is ulrcudv ot concern
posed action bv the X X will only make the situation
wotse Intact, should the N\ proceed with the rcurrent
plans, it ;s iikclv *nat X \ costs will mcrca*c at 1costs ot

ihis pro-

bcailb service* to N |other Mamanc will mere; .c as well.

i>nc mt the ,h.-*vjpabSc problems that wc t cc is that
*e have a »crv »matl population XXhilc the | test tech-
nologies and if ».* ate how jsjiljh.c *i» t at we no
enrcr have t* ease '-c *tate eeer *opbist<-.i -d heaith
.ate necost*. ! providing «tale-.>l-ibc-art t cnnology
icr a sctv small number >t people

-r-e c>**t ot this same tec nology .s

an oniv V sptcaj
In the iowct Js
ehated bv a vastiv greater number ot people

Xlatkans invooed .n the dcloctv ol head cate set-
cces hospital*  utone home* phv*.cun* dentists
pharmacies and mansitVfs makeup the *c ond iarc-
ol croup oi cmps.ivem ¢ » a**a *ocor«t < iv to tne
ofalc t*<if XXre j4lv c.-sctev mpacte) |the XX
pt'seed* with .t* p.an*

| piotb.ctime X X adntinottaioi* and pull cr*na\e
tailed to ijvf r.to account tv potential dv a*lating
-mpa*t ot HICtl pI*'P«H<x| p.an* *ift oil Xu*san-- XX

v* n<Tslto i.mt,, artiuitx at the whole p~t jr instead

o ot -V *CIT.CHt ot
t*e ore x,hvdet 1 hjitman
Meaoh XI0XUL.0N * X a»*a an
X aikaM atf M tJcii \***s»iaton
lill lotcf



PETERSBURG GENERAL HOSPITAL
<nll Lunif T>mi Care Facility
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SITKA COMMUNITY HOSPITAL

109 MOOD* AVENUE « SITKA. AUJKA 99833 * (907) 7A7-32Al

October 28, 1987

Honorable Frank Murkowski
United States Senate

709 Hart Building
Washington, D.C.. 20510

Dear Senator Murkowski:

[ an.very concerned about iﬁe néw proposed hospital/
addition to the hospital tor Elmendorf Air Force Base.

The new hospital or-addition, whichever is decided
upon, if needed to handle the existing active duty/retired/
dependent traffic in the Elmendorf/Anchorage area, poses no

problem.

The major concern lies with the report that Elmendorf
would be a mandated hospital for all veterans in Alaska. As
I understand i1t, "mandated" means that all Alaska veterans
eligible for care under the Veterans®™ Administration
requiring inpatient care would be hospitalised at Elemen-
dorf*s Hospital if at all possible.

The tenor of this proposal appears to be at a distinct
opposite of the intents expressed to you by the V.A., which
were in turn expressed in your 16 February 1987 letter to me
concerning the Outpatient Clinic.

I am aware that the various federal agencies, including
the Armed Forces and the V.A., are obliged to seek areas of
consolidation of efforts, resources and existing facilities.
The Elmendorf new hospital/addition dees not exist yet.

Part of the justification for the new facility appears to be
a workload to be generated by V.A. patients.

It is assumed then that the V.A. patient outside of
Anchorage requiring inpatient care will be denied care 1in
his/her local community, disturbing the provider/patient
relationship, so that the Elmendorf facility could be
justified. The veteran is an important member of his/her
community- that 1is, where friends, family and other support
exist. In turn, part of that support 1is the fragile h alth



Senator Frank Murkowski
October 28, 1987
Page 2

care system that exists here in Alaska- As. the opportunity
to provide care for the veteran is denied, he/she becomes
one less supporter of that community support system. It
weakens that health care system not only for the veteran
when he/she cannoc make it to Anchorage, but weakens it for

the entire community.

IT this plan is alloweu to proceed, along with the many
other pressures that already press on Alaska®s health care
system, you and others will look around one day and ask,
"Didn"t Sitka (substitute any small Alaska hospital name)
have a nice hospital once?"™ And the veteran and the other
members of the community will answer, "We sure did, but now
we have to go to Anchorage!”

Thank you .*for your consideration.
t *
Sincerel*",

Ed Malewski
Administrator

EM/nc

CcC: HAA
Rep. Young
Sen. Stevens
Sen. Eliason
Rep. Grussendorf
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Plans for EImendorf veterans health center far from final

Ily Jack Dolan om
lIort U\

WASHINGTON - Plant'are In Hie
works — I«i( they are only plans, ac-

cording lu ihe Defense Department —
m jiKl a veierans health cenier lo.the
blueprints fur oil expanded hospital if
Elinendorl Air Force fluse

Congress will luve ihe (Inal word on
whether ihe Vcieums Administration
joins wnli ihe Air Furce in providing
medical core ul Elmendorf Congress
mil not he laced wiih iliai decision until
IWO. Cindr Ed Phillips of Ihe Depart-
ment ol Defense's health affairs unit
Said »

ily IWOabout 33 percent of the design
work for the facility will be completed.
When at ilist ciltlcal 33 perceni point In

* lhe design process, congress must be In-
formed of the Pentagon's military con-
1slrucllon plans i Is then up lo lhe
, House and Senate lo give the go-ahead
for military construction plans
by law. aold Phillips, ihe Air Force
was inquired lo ask other federal igen-
cies dial provide medical care — lhe VA
In this Instance — whether they wanted
to be part of construction plans for lhe
expanded Elmendorf facility. There has
yel to be a VA response to the depart-

ment's request. A decision Is expected .

by June ID&I

1lie aim of lhe law Is to reduce costs
and streamline govemineilal opcta-
lions. It specifically was written to pie-
vent myriad federal agencies from pio-.'
viding lhe same services In the umc-’j

jurisdiction s ., e t

Hu) even al this early alage In llio
process, opiioslllon lo haring veierans
treated at Ulrncndorf Air Force base
bus surfaced In fad, Congress lIsclf
hns yet to tevlew a hospital expansion
plan for EImendorf because It still Is In
lhe early design phase.

"We oil realize there are political
considerations liete," Phil Inssaid.

Sen Frank Murkowski, K-Alaska,
and ranking Republican on lhe Senate
Veterans Affairs Commit!.'e, said that
consinidloti of a hospital lor veterans

- In Anchorage would be "a breach of -
® faith and a disservice lo Aliska's veier-..
Jans.“ 'm

last year. Murkowski worked out a

coinprnmlse among the VA, veterans

, organluilons, snd Alaska's health care
ptoviders, lo eslsbllsh » VA outpatient
dinlc In Anchoroge, lu lieu of a hotplhd
which lhe VA was considering it the
lime.

but @ new facility at EImendorf for
Veterans apparently would upset the
compromise and require all the slate's

‘velerins to Irek to Anchorage lor VA
health treatment, outpatient ond Inpati-
ent, the senator said Currently, eligible
veierans receive medlcsl cate from pri-
vate physicians or other health care
providers, who In lum sre reimbursed

| by the VA

About a half-doicn health facilities
nationwide are shared by the VA and
Ilhe Department of Defense, a VA
spokesman said. Veierans who live

great distances from their home stale's
VA health facility customarily ate al
lowed 10 gel Healed In un out ul stale
VA center Il IPs closer to their Itumc

However, In a telephone Interview
with VA spokesman bonnet Day on
Moods,, live official said he was unsure
how lhe medical program would lime-
(Iras In Alaska. Indeed, that question Is
lar olf, he added. anJ has not been con-
sidered

One federal ollldal said that when
Congress bickles lhe Issue In three
years, Il might require veterans in the
Anchorage area Is be treated at the | |
mendorf facility while Vets ihMxiglmnl
lhe rest of ihe slate would continue with
treatment from private physicians



Senator wants VA
out of Elmendorf
hospital project

0/ DAVID WHITNEY

De*y NeM lepcyiai
WASHINGTON
sidering t m

-- The Air Foret li con-
million

expansion to |Iti

hoipllal at EImendorf Air Fore* Hare near
Anchorage end lire Vaterani Administration

Ini ihown Inlerett
CCCijftltlloil
lint

wlu itlJ any VA

In particlpallng In

It>e

Irks AltsVt Sen Frtnk Murkowikl,
Involvement would be =

"breach ol faith tnd t dliiervica lo Alarka'a

veterani."
MmkowiWI. ranking Republican on In*
Senate Vocrtnl AlUIrs Coinmllit*. itld t

VA hoipiltl

present policy under which th«
and hoiplutl

local doclorr

In Hit Mate could Jcoptidll*

VA ptyi

for ptovlidinl

inrdiral Ctie to an eillmtled 07.000 Altika

veil

St* Brck Piflt. MOIPITAL

ke,

U

Sin. Frank MurkowtVI: No roll for Viltrani

MMIhMBIIKILT. . Ive. 1K1 B 112

Adminltlrallon In hoipllal aipm tlon

AL: Murkowski opposes Veierans Administration role in proposed Elmendorf expansion

CuMmh.v -l Iro»n Pe<ja A |

Il Il,tie were < large VA
ccenlii li. .Walk*. Murkowikl
itlJ. Vtlervns living In re
mol* soittcii ol in* Hale
might h.vt. lo travel lo Am
choi.gi lu receive car* they
now from local due.
|01» and l.opllalt

O.ii Dunucr Ray. VA
Ipokiim .ir lii Washington,
svl) n i> unclear wliat Ini-
pad It any. a VA liotpllal
Wuul | I.,.r. on lhe to called

lie bail* polity
Il ini~l1 change. bill 11
wouldn't niciikallly chan|t.”

Ray nil

St.fl .kl I lank Singleton,
*|>uki.t..n In llinciidoif Air
tuici li..i eoiilinnrd that
Il.e Air Fun* I> inking a
lua)tl i ... ul lh* hit*
hospital in IVJI. amuuhtliig lu
at mini, ot 'Pill million
wuilh 11 au k

»t|*I<lun iil.l a I*tk folte
It fouling Il.rough Wecdllll

dty tl Ih* Lite lu dlicutt III*
project. Involved In Ih* meet
in* art representatives ol the
Air Fore*. lhe Velerent Ad
Inlultirallon and IlI* Civilian
lletllh Cai* Advlitory Attocl-
allon

“Die VA may tharc In lhe
(110 million. Il may add an
adllllonal amount of II* own
or li may not participate *1
«11." Singldun tald

"Wa're talking with them"
It all Rty would lay of lhe
VAAIr Force dlicuttlun*

17ie Veteran* Admliililra-
tlon hat been under great
pretiurt lu du lomefhing
about IIl unique tytlein of
pruviding medical icrvica Ilu
Alatka velerant t.*Il year.
Hje ttency'i Irspe-ctur general

med a report cilllclrlug
!d(b coitt ond |[H>o0i managr
merjf, 0l lhe lee batlt tytlein

'ﬁﬁ* report ionipatc.1 e.itlt
between ilie Alotka program
JnJ ll.e program,!!. Hawaii,
erliti* the Va pioVi.let more

direct pallenl car* end llicr*
It « “strong altering arrange-
rnenl" between |h* VA and
Trlpler Army Medical Center
In Honolulu

"In llictl yeer 1*85. lhe VA
ipent (18 8 million In Hawaii
to provldt cere lo * veteran
population ol 103.liju. Il.a
report tald. "In Alatka (18 0
million wai expended lu pro-
vide care lo a population ol
67,bO velcrana

"Com were higher In Alea-
ka becaute lhe VA pruvldct
(Ia direct car* end rellea on
pilvele phyilclana end hotpl-
lalm lor moil medical ter-
vicei." llia raporl laid

The report laid "significant
management linpiovtmenlt"
me needed In lhe Alatka pro
gram becaute colli had tlacit
from (17 2 rnilllun In 1*82 lu
(i 9 million In 1*8) an
Inrreata ol 187 pmniil

"Alto, lhe Inc'ldrpca ol iti*
In Alatka la high,” lhe it |H8It
tald Rill pallenl vialll weie

78 percent higher Ihtn lhe
nallonel rale and lha pallenl
hoipllatiralloni were 12 per-
cent higher lhan Iha national
rale, Iha raporl laid.

“During lha lhreaytar -
riod ol fiscal yean ].Pgl
through 1985, lhe VA provid-
ed care lo only 72,000 Individ-
ual elcrxni,” lhe report laid.
"The coil ol Hill cire wai
(100 million, or (4515 per
vetrran treated.”

Hot all Ihe high coil la
etirlbulabla to high living
coila In the tltlt, Ihe report
*aid

While lha coil ol living In
Altika It about 25 percent
higher lhan lu lha lower 18
Haiti, lha average mi il per-

lor | llalltalhin  wta

- percent higher
lhan lha national avenge of
8285 "

Hit repoit laid IIt*l || t
iriln ul cliangn were Irnplc
nienlcd, Including erptnding
a iharlng anangemcii'.'wllh

Elmendorf, colli could ba
brought down by (31 7 mil-

lion a year,

t . MurkJwakl, who latl year
lervad e+ chairman ol (ha
Valarani Affairs panel, re-
rpondad lo the report by

| working out an agreement

| wilh The VA lo open in out-
patient clinic
even though Ilhe
general™* report laid lhe clinic
thould be at Elmendorf "(u
further Initltullonellic Ih*
iharlng arrangement between
lhe VA and ElImendorf"

i Reipll* that agreement, nu
-clinic hai yet been opened
‘and thli year Murkowikl hai
| been prerring fur (I million
*In funding (ot III* VA lo leara

zEwntown ipaca lor lhe clin-

"I wllh lo empharlt* lliel |
do nut euppuit the cllahlirh-
mini ol e VA hoipllal In
Alarke and Inland
monitor operation!
out pallenl clinic Iu

erf lhe
ciuure

lo cloecly’

' that It |l

In Anchorage .
Inspector '

coil cllrcllve end
that veteran* recrlvo timely
and quality care,” Murkowikl
tald.

“In addition, t am opposed
lo aoy aipanilun ot lha EI-
mtndorf Air Fore* Due hoi-,
pital al VA txprma at a
meant of brovldIni In-pallent
care lu Veterani lo Anchor-
rgt.” Mulkowikl raid

Muikowrkl'i office raid Ihe
eenalor learned that discus-

. atom had begun In late sum-

mer between lhe VA and lhe
Air Foret about lhe proposed
hoipllal fipauilon. which
Singlelon arid war Initially
propurad lo aerva lha ncedr of
lha Air Korea

Aa |ha dlecuirlnui have In
IcniHled, an hai Murkuteikl'i
Ire

lLait week
called T7ioinar
miniriralor of Iha Valtrana
Admnltirallon, lo complain .
about any participation In lhe
F.Imihdulf eapantiun.

Murkowikl
TViriiagt. ad
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