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March  2 7 ,  1 9 8 9

Senator Zharoff 
P.O. Box \7, Room 121 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator:

I am pleased to write to you about the Special Education Services 
Agency (SESA) based in Anchorage.

We became aware of SESA in September of 1985 when our daughter, 
Gwen, became involved as a participant of SESA services in the 
Ketchikan Gateway Schr^l District. At that time, she was
interviewed and loaned the appropriate visual aids to benefit her 
in the classroom. SESA has been very adamant about sending us 
reports following their visits with her in the classroom.

The current representative, Bill Mclver, is very conscientious and 
works hard to make sure Gwen has the proper tools to use in the 
classroom. He has also made provisions for her to attend a summer 
camp for blind and low vision children held in Anchorage the last 
two years.

I feel fortunate that Gwen has had this assistance through her 
elementary years and now in the junior high period of her life. 
She has been and is aware of her handicap and copes extremely well 
in her daily activities.

Your efforts in sustaining further funding for SESA to continue 
will be most appreciated by Gwen and all other students who benefit 
from their assistance.

Thank you for your time and consideration given to this matter. 

Sincerely yours,

Kenneth G. & Mary Sue Wright 
P.O. Box 9<188 
Ketchikan, AK 99901 
Parents of: Gwen K. Wright

7th Grade
Schoenbar Tunior High



M a r c h  2 2 ,  1 9 8 9

Senator Paul Fisher 
Senator Zharoff 
Senator Llovd Jones 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Senators,

My husband Ken and I have lived in Wrangell, AK for the 
past five years and intend to continue to make it our permanent 
home. We own and operate a yacht based sport fishing business. 
Part of the reason we will continue to live here is due to 
the consistent services of the "Special Education Service 
Agency" SESA which provides the necessary services for our 
five year old daughter Joy who'was born with Down Syndrome.

Joy will be mainstreamed into the regular kindergarden in 
the fall of '89. She has made much progress largely due to 
the services provided by SESA, however she will continue to 
require such specialized services in order to attain her full 
potential and become a productive asset to our society.

We are in favor of Senator Zharoff's bill to drop the review 
provision and make the agency a permanent one.

The costs to provide these services to handicapped youngsters 
particularly in these early years when they benefit the most 
from theny will, in the long run cost the state far less than 
attempting to impart the same training at an older age.
With the aid of SESA and other like agencies, my daughter and 
many other handicapped youngsters can and will become productive 
citizens of our society. Please, lets help them attain that ~ 
status in our society and the necessary self esteem to do so.
We owe it to ourselves and the handicapped are no less deserving.

Thank you for considering our heartfelt request to continue 
to fund such vitally necessary services as SESA.

Sincerely,

Toni & Ken Wyr.fck 

Angling Adventures
P.O. Box 2027 
Wrangell, Alaska 99929
P.O. Box 2027

1 9 0 7 )  8 7 4 - 3 0 8 4
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Alaska Specialized Education and Training Services, Inc. 
A Non-profit Alaskan Corporation

2330 Nichc'c Street 
Anchorage, AK 99508-3495 
(907) 279-6617

Karen Ward, Ed.D.
Executive Director

M arch  2 0 ,  1 9 8 9

S e n a t o r  F r e d  Z h a r o f f  
P .O . B o x  V
Juneau , A la s k a  9S S 11 

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Z h a r o f f ,

I am w r i t in g  on  b e h a l f  o f  the S p e c ia l i z e d  E du c a t io n  and T r a in in g  S e rv ic e s ,  Inc.
(A S E T S )  in suppo r t  o f  S B  1 72  to con t inue  the Sp ec ia l  E duca t io n  S e rv ic e  Agency .

It is im p e ra t i v e  that A la s k a  c o n t in u e s  to p r o v id e  s p e c ia l  e du ca t io n  s e rv ic e s  to 
l o w  in c id e n c e  h an d ic a p p ed  c h i ld r e n  in th e i r  h o m e  c o m m u n i t i e s .  F o r  m any  
yc -.rs, c h i ld r e n  w ith  h a n d ic a p p in g  c o n d i t i o n s  w e re  sen t o u t s id e  and la te r  to 
u rb an  a re a s  to  r e c e iv e  s e r v ic e s .  A S E T S  is a p r i v a t e  n o n - p r o f i t  ag en cy  in
A n c h o ra g e  w h ic h  p r o v id e s  r e s id e n t ia l  and v o c a t i o n a l  s e r v ic e s  f o r  a d u lt s  w ith  
d e v e lo p m e n t a l  d i s a b i l i t i e s  and s e v e r e  m en ta l  i l l n e s s .  W e  s e rv e  m an y  adu lts  
w ho  w e re  d is p la c e d  f r om  th e i r  c om m un i t ie s  y e a r s  ago  du e  to la c k  o f  s e rv ic e s
in ru ra l  A la s k a .  M a n y  o f  these in d iv id u a ls  have  l i t t le  o r  n o  con tac t w ith the ir
f a m i l i e s  o r  c u l tu re .  A g e n c ie s  su ch  as the S p e c ia l  E d u c a t io n  S e r v i c e  A gency  
b r id g e  the  g ap  f o r  c h i ld r e n  w ith  ;v c r c  h a n d ic a p s  u ru ra l  A la s k a .  T o d a y ,
c h i ld r e n  w ith  d i s a b i l i t i e s  a rc  m o re  l i k e l y  to  .’ m a in  in t h e i r  h om e  c o m m u n i ­
t ies w i th  f a m i l ’ cs and f r ie n d s  w h o  ca re  and re c e iv e  a p p ro p r ia te  s e rv ic e s .

T h e  S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  S e r v i c e  A g e n c y  h e lp s  c o o r d i n a t e  s e r v i c e s  in ru ra l
A la s k a  and  w i l l  be in s t rum en ta l  in t n t  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  s e rv ic e s  f o r  these c h i l ­
d ren  when  they  reach  a d u l t h o o d  in ru ra l  A la s k a .

A S E T S  suppo r ts  S B  1 7 2  w h o le h e a r te d ly .

S in c c re lv ,✓ w

Ka ren  M . W a rd .  E d .D . 
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

cc . S e n a t o r  P a u l  F i s c h e r

Business Service and Hurran S e r. ,ce Go Hand in Hand
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U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  A n c h o r a g e

5211 Providence Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99508

‘•larch 3, 1939 SCHOOL OF EDUCATION* 
1907) 736-1771 
VAX ID: AYSOE 
FAX: 736-174')

’̂nato'- Fred 2narc* f 

Capitol Room  121 

P. 0. 3ox V 

Juneau A l a s k a  99611

Dear S e na to r  Zharoff:

This letter of suDDort is w r i tte n on behalf of the SDecial E du ca tio n Services 

A q e n c y  (SESA). M y  ex te n s i v e e x D e r i e n c e  with  SE SA  has been c entered around two 

e xo eri en c e s .  The first was as a se r v i c e  p r o v i d e r  (Infant Le ar ni n g  Teacher) in 

Nome from 1 9 8 1 - 1 9 6 4  and c u r r e n t ly  as a p r o f e s s o r  for the Special E d u cati on  

o r o q r a m locate d at the U n i v e r s i t y  of Alask a A nc ho r a g e .

As a IIP teacher, the a ss is t a n c e  SE S A  p r o v i d e d  was invaluable. SESA provides 

technical a s s i s t a n c e  and tra ining for rural p r o f e s s i o n a l s  wo rk in g  with chi ldren 

who e x p e r i e n c e  a low i ncidence h a n d i c a o p i n g  c on di ti o n .  S ESA staff assist rural 

pr of es s i o n a l s  with id ent ification, ass es sm e n t ,  pr o g r a m plan nin g, and training to 

c a r r y  out the chil d's  individual program. T h e r e  w e r e n um e r o u s occ asi ons  when I 

do not kn o w  what I w ou ld  have done if SESA s ta ff  we re  not av ai l a b l e to provide 

this service.

SESA pro v i d e s this val u a b le  s e r vi ce  'free of charge' to its const itu ent s. Rural 

school di s t r i ct s and Infant L e a r n i n g  Pro gra ms w o u l d  be u n a b l e  to provid e these 

servic es if S ESA w e r e  not a v a i’eol e and a ge nc i e s  neede d to con tra ct with p ri va t e  

provid ers . W e  are all aware of the m a n y  p ro bl e m s  rural pro gra ms face. SESA is 

an e xc el len t w a y  to assist pro g r am s in p r o v i d i n g  q u a l i t y  individual services to 

h an d i c a p p e d  c h i ld re n  and their families.

As a p r o f e s s or  at 'JAA, I have u t il i z e d  SESA s t aff  in a v a r i e t y  of ways. SESA 

s taff have acted as c on s u l t an ts  (aqain 'free of ch arg e')  ;n p l an ni n g  our rural 

di st an c e  d e l i v e r y  p«-ooram. SESA s taff  have p r o d u c e d  t rai n i n g  video tap es around 

the issue of p r o v i o i n q  services to ch ildren w i t h  low inc ide nce  h a n d i c a pp in g  

cond itions. The tares have been v e r y  well r e c e i v e d  by o ur gra dua te students.

I s t r o n q lv  s u p p o r t  the c o n t i n u a t i o n  f SESA fu ndi nq.  T h e y  are p r o vidi ng a 

s ervi ce no o ne  e ls e provi des  that the s tate rural p r o f e ss i o n a l s  could not live 

w i th o u t . As with m a n y  aoencies. SES A c ould u t i l i z e  m o r e  staff and reach even 

mo r e  ch il dr e n  and their families. They are n u m b e r  one in m y  book: they not on ly  

p romi se s e r v i c e s - - t h e v  d elivery.

Sincerely,

.ebra Veit. P * 0 .  

As si st a n t  P r of es so r 

Special E d u c a t i o n  P r og r a m
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rc_»ruury 27, 1 059

Senator Fred Zharoff 
Alaska State Legislature 
PC Box V 
Juneau AK 9981 1
Dear Senator Znaroff:
The Governor's Council for the Handicapped and Gifted supports SB172 which 
would continue the Special Education Service Agency.
We feel and data show that the agency plays a very important role in making 
sure quality special education services are available tc our children with the 
most severe disabilities no matter where they live in Alaska.
We are also pleased that SESA has been able to secure federal grants of about 
$900,000 each year for projects which improve special education services in gen­
eral and provide training and other opportunities to teachers, aides, and commu­
nity agency personnel.
Thanks to you and the co-sponsors of SB172 this agency can continue to provide 
specialized help to children with disabilities and their families, and the local 
school aistricts which serve them.
The Endorsement of the agency by the Council, the state special education 
directors' association (AAASE), the school boards association (AASB), the State 
Board of Education, and NEA show how much h-aad-based support there is for SESA.
Thank you very much for your leadership in introducing this legislation.

Sincerely

L u u i i u  I I U l  I V . I  I

Council Chairperson
:ntg



A L A S K A  A S S O C IA T IO N  F O R 
A D M IN IS T R A T O R S 

O F 
S P E C IA L  E D U C A T IO N

P .O .  B O X  196614  
A N C H O R A G E ,  A L A S K A  9 9 5 1 9 - 6 6 1 4  

2 6 9 - 2 2 9 4

M arch  2 , 1 9 8 9

T h e  H o n o r a b le  F red  F. ' . . h o r o f f  
P .O . B o x  V L M S 3 1 0 0 )
Juneau , A la s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Z h o r o f f :

I am w r i t i n g  t h i s  l e t t e r  as  P r e s id e n t  o f  the  A l a s k a  A s s o c i a ' i o n  o f  
A d m in is t r a t o r s  o f  S p e c ia l  E du ca t io n  ( A A A S E )  in suppo r t  o f  the c o n t in u a t io n  o f  
the S p e c i a l  E d u c a t io n  S e r v i c e  A g e n c y  ( S E S A ) .  A t o u r  f a l l  c o n f e r e n c e ,  o u r  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  v o t e d  u n a n im o u s ly  to su p p o r t  the c o n t in u a t i o n  o f  S E S A .  T he  
a d m in i s t r a t o r s  o f  s p e c ia l  e d u c a t i o n  arc v e r y  s u p p o r t i v e  and  a p p r e c i a t i v e  o f  
the s c o p e  and  q u a l i t y  o f  s e r v i c e s  S E S A  p r o v i d e s  to  o u r  l o w  in c id e n c e  
h an d ic a p p ed  s tuden ts  tl r o u g h o u t  the S ta te  o f  A la s k a .  W i t h o u t  these  v a lu a b le  
s e rv ic e s  m an y  o f  o u r  ru ra l  h m d ic a p p c d  s tuden ts  w o u ld  n o t  be ab le  to  rem a in  
in th e i r  h o m e  c o m m u n i t i e s .

I f  y o u  need  any  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o rm a t i o n  re g a rd in g  th is  v e r y  im p o r ta n t  S p e c ia l  
E duca t ion  issue p lea se  fee l f re e  to  c a l l  my o f f i c e  at 2 6 9 - 2 2 9 4 .

S i n c e r e l y ,

/ ?

Jam es  L . R ic h .  E x e cu t iv e  D i r e c t o r  
S p e c ia l  E d u c a t io n  
Anchorage S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t

P r e s i d e n t
A la s k a  A s s o c ia t i o n  o f  A d m in i s t r a t o r s  f o r  
S p e c ia l  E d u c a t io n

c c :  M i k e  M a lo n e .  E x e c u t iv e  D i r e c t o r
C o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  P la n n in g  &  D e v e lo p m e n t  
A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t

A A A S E  B o a rd  M em be rs
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Date Referred: April 10, 1989

Date of Committee Action:

The HESS Committee considered:

FURTHER REFERRALS: JUDICIARY
FINANCE

CSSB 175 fFIN^

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 175 (Finance)
[WARNING SIGNS ON LIQUOR PREMISES]

"An Act requiring the holder of a license or permit related to selling or 
serving alcohol to post signs warning patrons that consumption of alcohol 
during pregnancy can cause birth defects."

RECOMMENDATIONS: . - /  \

be replaced with [ / H 7 / 7 X

[X ] the same title 
( 5 a new title

have attached amendment(s) 

do pass 

do not pass 

no recommendation 

individual recommendations 

additional referral to the Committee

ADOPTS:  letter of intent

APPROVES PREVIOUS:
(Date/Dept)

[ )( ] fiscal note(s)

[ ] zero fiscal note(s)________________

[ ] zero fn/analysis __________________

ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(s):
(Dept)

[ ] fiscal impact___________

[ ] zero fiscal note________

[ J L  zero with analysis



STATE OF ALASKA
1989 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Bill Version: CS SB 175 (F i n  )
Publish Date: A / 5 / 8 9

FISCAL MOTE
REQUESTS
R e v i s i o n  D a t e : ______________________________________________
T i t l e :  W a r n i n g  s i g n s  o n  l i q u o r  p r e m i s e s

S p o n s o r :  S e n a t o r  B i n k l e y  e t  a l . _______________
R e q u e s t o r :  S e n a t e  H E S S  C o m m i t t e e _____________

A g e n c y  A f f e c t e d :  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  R e v e n u e  
B R U : A l c o h o l i c  B e v e r a g e  C o n t r o l  B o a r d

C o m p o n e n t s :

E X P E N D I T U R E S / R E V E N U E S : ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )
I I FY 89

OPERATING!
FY 90 I FY 91 | FY 92 I FY 93 I FY 94

1
| PERSONAL SER V IC ES  j 0 o 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0
| TRAVEL | 0 0 1 0 I 0 1 0 1 0
j CONTRACTUAL I 4 .3 1 .6  | 1 .6  | 1 .6  | 1 .6 i 1 .6
j S U P P L IE S  I .3 .2  | .2  | • 2 . | .2 1 .2
j EQUIPMENT i 0 o 1 0 I o 1 0 1 0
j LANDS Sl STRUCTURES 0 o 1 0 ! o 1 0 1 0
| GRANTS, CLAIMS I 0 o 1 0 [ 0 1 0 1 0
1 MISCELLANEOUS I 0 o 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0
1 TOTAL OPERATING ! 4 .6 1 .3  | 1 . 8  | 1 . 8  | r . 8 I 1 . 8

1 CAPITAL I o 1 o 1 o 1 o 1 0 1 0

1 REVENUE | o { o 1 o 1 o 1 0 1 0

FUNDING: ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )
| GENERAL FUND | 4 .6  | :  . 8  | 1 . 8  j 1 . 8  | 1 . 8 1 1 .8
j FEDERAL FUNDS | o ; 0 1 o ! 0 1 0 1 C
| OTHER | o o 1 o 1 0 0 1 0
1 TOTAL 1 4 .6  | 1 . 8  | 1 . 8  | 1 . 8  | 1 .8 1 1 . 8

PO SITIO N S:
| FULL-TIME | o 1 o 1 o 1 o 1 0 1 0
j PART-TIME | o 1 0 1 0 ! o 1 0 1 0
1 TEMPURARY 1 o 1 0 1 o 1 o 1 0 1 0

A N A L Y S I S : A t t a c h  a  s e p a r a t e  p a g e  f o r  a n a l y s i s .

P r e p a r e d  B y :  P a t r i c k  L .  S h a r r o c k .  D i r e c t o r  
D i v i s i o n :  A l c o h o l i c  B e v e r a g e  C o n t r o l  3 o a y d

A p p r o v e d  b y  C o m m i s s i o n e r :  H u g h  M a l o n e  
A g e n c y :  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  R e v e n u e

P h o n e :  2 7 7 - 8 6 3 8  
D a t e :  M a r c h  2 4 .  1 9 8 9

D i s t r i b u t i o n  ( b y  p r e p a r e r ) :  
L e g i s l a t i v e  F i n a n c e  
L e g i s l a t i v e  S p o n s o r  
R e q u e s t o r
O f f i c e  o f  M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  B u d g e t  
I m p a c t e d  A g e n c y ( i e s )

D a t e :  

SFC:

- z / z Y / r t

4 / 4 / 8 9

page 1 of 2
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Initial Issue

buveraoc* J ls pe n s a r y  689

r e s t a u r a n t  or e a t i n g  p l a c e  319

c l u b  l i c e n s e  87

b r e w e r y  2

p a c k a g e  s t o r e  4 7 1

c o m m o n  c a r r i e r  158

r e c r e a t i o n a l  s i t e  1 9

pub l ic en s e  1

w i n e r y  0

c a t e r e r ' s  p e r m i t  6 6 3

special eve nt s  p e r m i t  110

c o m m u n i t y  l i c e n s e  3

c l u b  c a t e r e r ' s  p e r m i t  5 0  e st

t h e a tr e  si t e  l i c e n s e  2 est

r e s t a u r a n t  c a t e r e r ' s  p e r m i t   1 4

2 ,5 88

a s s u m e  2 si gns  p e r  p re m i s e s  (avg.) x 2

5,17 6

Annuai ’'sue

c a t e r e r ' s  p e r m i t s  675

specia l e v e n t s  p e r m i t s  120

cl ub  c a t e r e r ' s  p e r m i t  5 0

r e s t a u r a n t  c a t e r e r ' s  p e r m i t  25

w e a r  and t e a £ L ^  500

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  50'/. 1 ,370

Initial A n n u a  1

Approx. $300 p e r  t h o u s a n d  (per PIF)

Initial: $300 x 5 , 1 7 6  1,553

A n n u a l:  $30 0 x 1 .37 0 4 1 1

Postag e

Initial: 1.05 for 2 s ign s x 2 , 5 8 8  2 , 7 1 7

A n n ua l :  .85 for 1 si gn  x 1 ,370 1,164
Enve lop es

Initial: 2 , 5 8 8  x .12 311

A nn u a l :  1 , 3 7 0  x .12 1 6 4

Letters 26

4 , 6 0 7 1 , 7 3 9



Alaska State Legislature

Official busineis

S e n a t e

C o m m i t t e e  o n 3inance

Pouch V 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811

LETTER OF INTENT 

FOR

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 175 (FINANCE)

With the passage of this legislation, it is the intent 
of the Legislature that the Alaska Women's Commission include, in 
their next general mailing to Alaska women, literature explaining 
the effects of fetal alcohol syndrome, such as that prepared by 
the March of Dimes Birth Defects Foundation.
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FISCAL NOTE
REQUEST:________ ____________________ _______________________________________

Revision Date: 1/15/90— ----- ----—_  Agency Affected:. Education __________
Title: Relating to the Sta te Board of^ nsr r . Executive Administration-------

Education----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Sponsor: Senate Hnance ~__________ rnmfvwnK ». Executive Administration
Requestor: Senator Fischer_____________ _________________________________________

STATE OF ALASKA BILL VERSION: CSSB 182 (Finance)
1990 LEGISLATIVE SESSION PUBLISH DATE:_____________

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousandsof Dollars)

OPERAT ING F Y  91 FY  92 F Y  93 F Y  94 FY  95 F Y  96
PERSONAL SERVICES 
TRAVEL 
CONTRACTUAL 
SUPPLIES 
EQUIPMENT 
LA N D *  STRUCTURES 
GRANT., CLAIMS 
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTA L OPERAT ING - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -

CAPITAL •

I REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERALFUND  
FEDERAL FUNDS  
OTHER  
TOTAL

- 0 - - O . - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - n -

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY -

ANALYSIS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)

Prepared by: 
Division : __

Mary HaMla
Commiss oner i l  //s /Office//Office/ __  ̂y

Approved by Commissioner: 
Agency:  _____________

"iZirfeTZfotDemmert
/Etetjcn

Distribution (by preparer): 
Legislative Finance 
Legislauve Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget 
Impacted Agcncy(ies)

Phone:, 
Date: —

465-2800

1/15/90

Date: 1/15/90
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H E A L T H ,  E D U C A T I O N  A N D  S O C I A L _ S E R y i C E S  C O M M I T T E E

ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE 
MOUSE OF  REPRESENTATIVES

P.O. BOX V, JUNEAU V9811 
(907) 465-3759

April 23, 1990

MEMORANDUM

TO: Representative Lyman Hoffman, Co-Chair
Representative Ron Larson, Co-Chair 
House Finance Committee

FROM: Representative Johnny Ellis, Chair
House HESS Committee

RE: Waiving SB 182: Enlarge State Board of Education

***************************************

I respectfully request that you consider waiving SB 182, 
Enlarge State Board of Education, which is scheduled for 
referral to the House Finance Committee after it passes the 
House HESS Committee.

SB 182, sponsored by Senator Fischer, would extend the State 
Board of Education to include a military member and a student 
member, and has attached a zero fiscal note.

Since it has no fiscal impact, I hope you will consider 
waiving SB 182, so it can reach the floor of the House prior 
to adjournment.

I appreciate your cooperation.



Senator Paul Fischer 
Senate D istric t D 
Box 784
Soldotna. Alaska 99669 
(907) 2 62 -9 4 20  W  

262 -9269

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

V.CS°5>,

w  

State S e n a t e

W h i l e  m  J u n e a u
P.O. Box V
Juneau, A laska 99811 
(9 0 7 )46 5 -37 9 1

M E M O R A N D U M April 24, 1989

TO: Representative Johnny Ellis, Chairman, House Health,
Education and Social Services Committee.

From: Senator Paul Fischer

RE: SB 182 Enlarge the Voting Membership of the State Board
of Education.

Set ate Bill 182 has passed the Senate and is now in your 
committee. This bill enlarges the voting membership of the 
State Board of Education. Currently, the student member and 
the military member are in an advisory capacity with the board. 
Both the military and student membe * attend all meetings, and 
attend executive sessions. Since tiey already attend the 
meetings, this bill does not add any additional fiscal impact 
on the department. To put it simply, this bill grants voting 
rights to the student and military members who currently 
attend all meetings.

The State Board of Education has twice voted in support of this 
bill. Also, the biLl has the support of the Alaska Association 
of School Governments. This bill received bipartisan support 
on the floor of the Senate and was passed by a vote of 17 - 0.

I urge your favorable consideration of this bill, and 
respectfully request that it be considered for a hearing.

Thank you.



STATE OF ALASKA
1989 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

BILL VERSION:

PUBLISH D A T E :

SB 182

REQUEST: FISC AL NOTE

Revision D a te :_____________________________________
T i t l e : R e l a t i n g  Co t h e  S t a t e  B o a r d  o f

Educ  . t i o n

Agency Affected: E d u c a t i o n ___________
B R U : E x e c u t i v e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n

Sponsor: F i s c h e r
Requestor: S e n a t e  HESS

Components - E x e c u t i v e A d m i n i s t r a t i o n

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY  89 FY  90 F Y  91 FY  92 F Y 9 3 FY  94

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND A STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

•

TOTAL OPERAT ING - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -

CAP ITAL

REVENUE

F U N D IN G :  (Thousands o f D o lla rs )
GENERALFUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER
TOTAL .  .  _

-0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

A N A L Y S I S  : (Attach a yeptnte page if neceaary)

Prepend by: 
Division:

M a rv  H a k a l t

Approved by Com 
Agency: _____

1 taw ft . P e r e n o r t
Ewusatlvn

Distribution (by |
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget 
Impacted Agency!tea)

Phone:, 
Date: -

4 6 5 - 2 8 0 0
V/3/S9

Date 3 / 3 / 8 9

page of



A RESOLUT ION  B Y  THE  
A L A S K A  A S S O C IA T IO N  O F  S C H O O L  G O V E R N M E N T S  
IN SUPPORT  OF A V O T IN G  S T U D E N T  M E M B E R  ON  THE  

STATE BOARD  OF EDUCATION

W H E R E A S ,  current Alaska statute stipulates that a student member 
o f  the Alaska Association o f  School Governments serve on 
the Alaska State Board o f  Education in an advisory 
capacity ; and,

W H E R E A S ,  past experience has shown that the student advisory 
members posses sufficient levels o f  maturity and 
competence to handle the responsibility o f  voting; and,

W H E R E A S ,  policies effected by the Alaska State Board o f  Education 
have a large and direct impact on the student population; 
and ,

W H E R E A S ,  students are aware o f  problems and situations in the 
educational system that adults may not immediately be 
cognizant of; and,

W H E R E A S ,  other states, including California, Massachusetts, and
Maryland, have had favorable results with having a voting 
student member on their Slate Boards o f  Educat ion; and, •

W H E R E A S ,  the State Board o f  Education has twice voted
unanimously to support legislation putting a voting 
Student and Military member on the Board;

T H E R E F O R E ,  B E  IT  R E S O L V E D ,  that the Alaska Association of
Schoo l Governments supports and encourages legislation 
( i.e. Senate Bilt 182) to increase the size o f  the Alaska State 
Board o f  Education by a member, establishing the Student 
Advisory Member as a full voting member.



STEVE C O W  PER, G O V E R N O R

05-E13LM

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E D U C A T I O N  g o l d b e l t p l a c e
801 W E S T  10TH STREET 
P O  B O X  F

JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811-0500

Position Paper on $8 182
F i r s t  S^-slon 

16th Alaska Legislature

The State Board of Education and the Department of Education support 
SB 182 re la t ing  to membership of the State Board o f  Education.

W1111 am G. Demmert Date
Commlssloner

F i s c a l  N o t e
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m i  l a s k a  S t a t e  M  e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o ^ e c ,d h k k  ̂  11001

4107 Laurel Street • Anchorage, Alaska 99508*5334  • (907) 5 62 -2662

ApriJ 11,1990

Honorable Johnny Ellis 
ChairmanHealth, Education and Social Services Committee
Alaska State Legislature
P.O. Box VJuneau, Alaska 99811
Dear Representative Ellis:
The Alaska State Medical Association urges the passage of Senat
The question of responsibility for public inebtiatcs is probably as old as 
human society. The greatest public outcry is generated when a public inebriate 
dies in a jail, on the street, or in some other unattended setting; of 
importance also, is the inebriate who is lying down and is severely intoxicat*''’ 
in a public setting.
In Anchorage, a small number (70-100) consututc the repeat public inebriate 
group. This was well documented in a study done by the University of Alaska. 
These are people who do not take responsibility for themselves. They have 
unhealthy behavior and die at high rates. A study was also done at the Alaska 
Native Medical Center of high utilizers of care followed over a six year period 
of time. Most of the male high utilizers had chronic alcoholism. At the end 
of this study period 1 out of 4 had died,
No matter what the public and human services response is to this group of 
people, there is not study which suggests that any intervention would have made 
a difference in the outcome. Unfortunately, there is a public perception that 
if these people were appropriately screened, care for and under some type of 
health care supervision, deaths could be prevented. This is true only in 
exceptional circumstances. The data suggests that injury and death arc due to 
unhealthy life-styles and personal risky bcha/ior on which no institution or 
public program will have much impact.



STEVE COWPER
D O V C D M O n

S T A T K  O P  A  I. A S K A  
nrrirc o r  t m c  o o v k m n o h  

JnntAii

February 24, 1989

The Honorable Tim Kelly 
President of the Senate 
Alaska State Legislature 
P.O. 3ox V 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Mr. President:

Under the authority of art. Ill, sec. 18, of the Alaska 
Constitution, I am transmitting a bill relating to the 
examination of intoxicated or incapacitated persons in 
protective custody.

Present law provides for the examination, by a physician, 
of intoxicated or incapacitated persons taken into pro­
tective custody. AS 47.37.170(c). Section 1 of the bill 
amends AS 47.37.170(c) to allow those examinations to be 
conducted by qualified health practitioners other than 
physicians. The Department of Health and Social Services 
may, by regulation, determine the ext nt of the examina­
tions and necessary qualifications for the practitioners 
who conduct them.

This change merely reflects the reality of service provi­
sion in Alaska, particularly in rural areas. Most alcohol 
programs will not have a physician available to conduct 
examinations on individuals taken into protective custody.

AS 47.37.180(b) currently provides that an application for 
emerqer commitment of an intoxicated or incapacitated 
r ;cst be accompanied by a certificate from a

c. i supporting the need for emergency treatment. 
Thiu bill does not change the requirement that a physician 
complete that certificate. However, to be consistent with 
the amendment proposed in sec. 1 of this bill, sec. 2 
amends AS 47.37.180(b) to allow the certificate to state 
that the physician or another qualified health practitioner 
has examined the person sought to bo committed. Addition­
ally, the certifying physician must review the results of 
the examination before cxecuting-'the certificate in support 
of emergency commitment. /  J

I S i'rro re 1y  I (\

Steve Cowper I 
Governor \
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Honorable Johnny Ellis 
ChaiimanHealth, Education and Social Services Committee
Alaska State Legislature
P.O. Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99811
Dear Representative Ellis:
The Alaska State Medical Association urges the passage o f Senat
The question o f responsibility fo r public inebriates is probably as old as 
human society. The greatest public outcry is generated when a public inebriate 
dies in a ja il, on the street, or in some other unattended setting; o f 
importance also, is the inebriate who is lying down and is severely intoxicated 
in a public setting.
In Anchorage, a small number (70-100) constitute the repeat public inebriate 
group. This was well documented in a study done by the University o f Alaska. 
These arc people who do not take responsibility fo r themselves. They have 
unhealthy behavior and die at high rates. A study was also done at the Alaska 
Native Niedical Center o f high utilizers o f care followed over a six year period 
o f time. Most o f the male high utilizers had chronic alcoholism. At the end 
o f this study period 1 out o f 4 had died.
No matter what the public and human services response is to this group o f 
people, there is not study which suggests that any intervention would have made 
a difference in the outcome. Unfortunately, there is a public perception that 
if these people were appropriately screened, care fo r and under some type o f 
health care supervision, deaths could be prevented. This is true only in 
exceptional circumstances. 'Flic data suggests that injury and death arc due to 
unhealthy life-styles and personal risky behavior on which no institution or 
public program will have much impact.

April U , 1990



Honurable Jolmny Ellis
April 11,1990
Page 2

In Anchorage, public inebriates are visible and in the recent past a 
politically important problem. Fortunately, we have multiple resources in the 
community, and over the years have been able to negotiate a public and human 
service agency response. However, the most acute problem is in the small rural 
communities such as Dillingham, Barrow, Nome, Kotzebue and other Southeaster 
communities. During o ff hours there is not an in-house physician and emergency 
room nursing coverage is very limited. Likewise, there is minimal staffing in 
the public safety facilities. The hospitals are under continued pressure to 
provide acute medical services fo r obstetrics and acute emergency roon- care. 
The un-injured public inebriates is a low priority in this setting. There 
simply are not enough resources to provide the kinds o f services which are 
available in the larger communities.
Unfortunately, recent legislation has been interpreted by the public to place 
more responsibility in physicians hands fo r this group or public inebriates. 
We do not feel this is appropriate nor necessary.
Bringing public inebriates to emergency rooms for medical evaluations requires 
the investment o f a large amount ot time by public safety officers. Since 
these patients are not viewed by physicians o r nurses as a high priority (in 
general), much time is spent '‘waiting tor evaluation."
We believe that there are rather simple protocols which could be developed and 
used by less expensive personnel than physicians. These protocols would screen 
those patients at high risk fo r catastrophic events and would provide a simple 
monitoring system which would identify those patients needing further 
evaluations and/or an evaluation by a physician. Senate B ill 189 would provide 
for this protocol. However, it must be made clear that even under these 
circumstances there will still be occasional patients who have catastrophic 
outcomes.
The burden in the private sector medical practice, especially in a small 
community hospital in rural Alaska, is untenable. In that setting there is the 
additional burden o f uncompensated care, and the issue o f liability is more 
pronounced.
Wc urge your support o f Senate Bill 189 which provides a more realistic

Executive Director
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February 24, 1989

The Honorable Tim Kelly 
President of the Senate 
Alaska State Legislature 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Mr. President:

Under the authority of art. Ill, sec. 18, of the Alaska 
Constitution, I am transmitting a bill relating to the 
examination of intoxicated or incapacitated persons in 
protective custody.

Present law provides for the examination, by a physician, 
of intoxicated or incapacitated persons taken into pro­
tective custody. AS 47.37.170(c). Section 1 of the bill 
amends AS 47.37.170(c) to allow those examinations to be 
conducted by qualified health practitioners other than 
physicians. The Department of Health and Social Services 
may, by regulation, determine the extent of the examina­
tions and necessary qualifications for the practitioners 
who conduct them.

This change merely reflects the reality of service provi­
sion in Alaska, particularly in rural areas. Most alcohol 
programs will not have a physician available to conduct 
examinations on individuals taken into protective custody.

AS 47.37.180(b) currently provides that an application for 
emergency commitment of an intoxicated or incapacitated 
person must be accompanied by a certificate from a 
physician supporting the need for emergency treatment. 
This bill does not change the requirement that a physician 
complete that certificate. However, to be consistent with 
the amendment proposed in sec. 1 of this bill, sec. 2 
amends AS 47.37.180(b) to allow the certificate to state 
that the physician o£ another qualified health practitioner 
has examined the person sought to be committed. Addition­
ally, the certifying phvsician must review the results of 
the examination before executi^g-^he certificate in support 
of mergency commitment.

:ercl

rf'vo Cowpor 
Governor
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. •• X Alaska State Legislature
S E N A T E

Official Business P.O. Box V 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 9981I

April 12, 1989

TO: .OUSE HESS COMMITTEE MEMBERS

FROM: Senator Jay Kerttula

Senate Bill 209, relating to organic foodsSUBJECT:

Senate Bill 209 is a labeling bill that provides Alaska 
consumers and producers with a common, industry-accepted, 
definition of what is meant if a product is labeled "organic). 
It does not attempt to deal with health issues, but merely to 
give consumers and producers a choice.

I have introduced Senate Bill 209 to remedy a specific failing 
in Alaskan statutes dealing with food products; nowhere in 
existing law is there any definition or standard which permits 
one to be certain what is meant when one purchases "organic11 
food.

What this means is that vegetables and other food products can 
now be advertised and sold as "organic" without any guarantee 
as to what fertilizers and pesticides may have been used or 
not used in their production and processing.

There is a growing body of medical evidence to suggest that, 
at least in part, we are what we eat. But what are we eating? 
We tend to think of organic produce as free of synthetic 
pesticides and fertilizers. SB 209 simply makes sure that 
this is, in fact, the case. It establishes uniform standards 
for organically produced foods, patterned after those used in 
Washington and some other states, and supported by local 
scientific data.

The bill is a simploe protective measure that will benefit 
both consumers and producers who are concerned about the 
chemicals —  particularly pesticides, hormones and antibiotics 
—  that we are unknowingly ingesting in our food supply. I 
believe there arc many who are concerned about this 
contamination, and who would prefer to see that Alaskan 
consumers have a choice in their purchases. I think this 
legislation will help that choice become more of a reality by 
making sure that growers, vendors and customers are speaking



the same language when they deal in organic produce, and that 
when an Alaskan says "organic", he is representing that a 
product has never been exposed to chemical applications.

The interest in organic foods and the recognition of their 
importance to human health is increasing. The recent, much 
publicized concern about the quant6ities of pesticides 
contained in apples and other fruits, and the hazard they may 
be posing for our children, is only the latest manifestation 
of a national trend. On the international scene, it is no 
secret that Japanese and European importers are reluctant to 
purchase many of our beef and pork products because of the 
quantities of antibiotics and hormones injected into American 
cattle.

We are unusually fortunate in that many of the fresh 
vegetables, potatoes, and carrots that are produced in Alaska 
can be raised without application of the pesticides that are 
so heavily relied upon in other climates. It may also be 
pracxtical to raise beef and some other kinds of livestock for 
an organic market by utilizing a combination of local grazing 
lands and unadulterated locally-produced grains. We simply do 
not have the kind of weed and insect pest problems here that 
plague farmers in other states, and some of our growers may 
find that organic production will open a maiket niche in which 
they can compete quite successfully with outside growers.

Of course, one of the ultimate beneficiaries of any growth in 
this sector will be the Alaskan consumer.
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FISCAL MOTE ANALYSIS —  S3 209

This bill does net obligate any agency to perfom new or additional 
services. The fiscal inpact to be calculated pursuant to AS 2h.C8.035 is 
therefore ”0".

The bill does give DEC and CNR discretion to adopt regulations they 
may believe desireable relating to identity of chemicals prohibited in 
organic farming; also to require reasonable records to be maintained by 
sellers of organic products. Because of the infancy of the organic food 
industry in this state, however, it would be premature to conclude that 
state regulatory intervention in this area is needed or desireable. It 
is more likely that once statutory standards are in effect, local 
industry will for the most part regulate itself, as it dees in other 
states.

It should be noted that should an authorized agency elect to pursue 
an investigation of any alleged misrepresentation relating to organic 
food, both DEC and DNR have existing inspection staff who deal regularly 
with meat and vegetable produce. Seme Investigatory work could therefore 
be undertaken without additional appropriation.

Nonetheless, recent experience with similar legislation in the 
state of Washington—  where there is a large agriculture industry and 
significant trade in organic produce—  indicates that enforcement effort 
is rarely required. Thus, even in the event that cotimercial traffic in 
organic food increased substantially in Alaska, it is unlikely that 
there would be any need to fund an increased regulatory presence in the 
marketplace.
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STEVE COWPER, GOVERNOR

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  N A T U R A I ,  R E S O U R C E S

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

4 0 0  W IL L O U G H B Y  AVE. 
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PH O N E : ( 9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 2 4 0 0

April 12, 1989

The Honorable Johnny Ellis 
Chair, House HESS Committee 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Representative Ellis:

Subject: Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 209 (Resources) am,
relating to the sale of organic foods.

Position: The Department of Natural Resources supports this bill
but will be unable to develop and implement organic food product 
regulations and verification procedures until funding for staff and 
travel is provided.

Background: Under AS 03, the Department of Natural Resources is
responsible for regulating the saie or use inside the state of 
plants, seeds, vegetables, shell eggs, fruits, and berries, to 
protect the public interest and prevent product fraud, deception or 
misrepresentation. Currently, Division of Agriculture staff 
inspect farm products in storage or in retail stores to determine 
whether products match labeling statements related to grade, kind, 
etc.. If a product violates our regulations, staff can direct the 
possessor concerning the appropriate disposition of the product.

This bill would allow (but not require) the department to develop 
regulations specific to organic foods. It would also allow us to 
inspect products labeled organic and enforce violations of our 
quality or labeling requirements. Unless additional funding for 
staff and travel is provided, however, the department would not be 
able to develop organic food regulations and would not be able to 
determine or enforce rule violations.



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E l l i s -2- A p r i l  12, 1 9 8 9

Recommendation: Authorize a fee schedule (and use of program
receipts to fund necessary staff and travel) for inspection and 
verification work by state inspectors.

Sincerely,

commissioner

cc:Bill Sponsors
Committee Members 
Dennis Kelso, Commissioner

Department of Environmental Conservation 
Bob Evans, Legislative Liaison 

Office of the Governor 
Frank Mielke, Director 

Division of Agriculture
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ANALYSIS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)
Because this bill does not require the department to develop or implement 
regulations, inspections, verification or enforcement related to organic 
food sales, no funding is required. However, when development and implementa­
tion of regulations is desire d , funding for staff and travel will be necessary

Prcpwtdby: Cnrn 1 Wi 1 sari.'.J r S / ^ ----------------------------------------- Phone: 463-2400________
Division : cnmmi ssi--inex.! s Of fice __________________  Date: -----------------

Approved by Commissioner: * /rv-  Date: 4/12/89___________
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Distribution (by preparer):
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March 13, 1989

, r

S T E V E  C O W P E R ,  G O V E R N O R
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J 'JN EA U , A LA SKA  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 7 9 6  
PH O N E : (9 0 7 )  4 6 5 -2 4 0 0

The Honorable Eettye Fahrenkamp ,
Chair, Senate Resources Committee 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Fahrenkamp:

Subject: . Senate Bill 209, relating to the sale of organic — tr 
. 1 foods.

Position: The department of Natural Resources supports this bill
but will be unable to develop and implement organic 
food product regulations and verification procedures until 
funding for staff and travel is provided.

3ackcround: Under AS 03, the Department of Natural Resources is
responsible for regulating the sale or use inside the state of 
plants, seeds, vegetables, shell eggs, fruits, and berries to 
protect the public interest and prevent product fraud, deception 
or misrepresentation. Currently, Division of Agriculture staff 
inspect farm products in storage or in retail stores to determine 
whether products match labeling statements related to grade, 
kind, etc. If a product violates our regulations, staff can 
direct the possessor concerning the appropriate disposition of 
the product.

This bill would allow (but not require) the department to develop 
regulations specific to organic .. . - ;1 foods. It would also
allow us to inspect products labeled organic and
enforce violations of our quality or labeling requirements.
Unless additional funding for staff and travel is provided, 
however, the department would not be able to develop organic and 
natural food regulations and would not be able to determine or 
enforce rule violations.
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Recommendation: Authorize a fee schedule (and use of program
receipts to fund necessary staff and travel) for inspection and 
verification work by state inspectors.

Sincerely,

Commissioner

cc: Bill Sponsors
Committee Members 
Commissioner Dennis Kelso

Department of Environmental Conservation 
Bob Evans, Legislative Liaison 

Ofrice of the Governor 
Denby Lloyd, Special Staff Assistant 

Office of the Governor 
Frank Mielke, Director

Division of Agriculture
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M E M C I R A N  D U M March 13, 1989

POUCH Y STATE CAPllO l 
JUNEAU AlASKA 950 I I

■507 465  3 8 0 0

SUBJECT: Sectional analysis ofCSSB 209
(Work Order No. 6-0886A)

TO: Senator Jay Kerttula

FROM: Terry Bannister^
Legislative Counsel

You have requested a sectional analysis of the above 
described bill.

As a preliminary matter, note that a sectional analysis or 
summary of a bill should not be considered an authoritative 
interpretation of the bill and the bill itself is the best 
statement of its contents.

Section 1. States the legislative purpose of the bill.

Section 2. Adds a new chapter regulating the sale of 
organic and natural foods.

Sec. 03.58.010. Prohibits a person from selling or offering 
for sale food represented as organic if the
person knows or has reason to know that the food has been 
grown, raised, or produced with the use of certain sub­
stances .

Sec. 03.58.020(a). Prohibits, except as provided in (b) of 
the section, a person from selling food represented as 
organic unless the name and address of the pro­
ducer of the food are displayed with the food. Requires the 
person to give a written statement containing the producer's 
name and address to the purchaser if the food is not dis­
played at the purchase site, unless the information is on 
the food package. States that this subsection does not 
apply to a sale for consumption on the premises.
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Sec. 03.58.020(b). Requires advertising for the mail order 
sale of food represented as organic ... . to include
the name and address of the producer of the food.

Sec. 03.58.030. Prohibits a producer from selling to a 
vendor food represented as organic _ . unless before
the sale the producer provides the vendor with a sworn 
statement that the producer has grown, raised, or otherwise 
produced the food in compliance with sec. 03.58.010. Allows 
the producer to use a single statement for a calendar year 
if the producer sells the food to the same vendor more than 
one time during a calendar year. Defines "vendor" for the 
section.

Sec. 03.58.040. Requires a person who sells food rep­
resented as organic . to maintain certain records
and to furnish them to the department upon request.

Sec. 03.58.050. Authorizes the department to adopt regu­
lations for the chapter, including a list of substances 
under AS 93.58.010(a).

Sec. 03.58.060. Directs the department to order a person 
who is violating the chapter or a regulation adopted under 
the chapter to stop the violation and to refrain from future 
violations.

Sec, 03.58.070. Establishes a civil fine and a criminal 
penalty for a violation of the chapter, a regulation'adopted 
under the chapter, or an order issued under AS 03.58.060.

Sec. 03.58.080. Defines terms for the chapter.

If I may be of further assistance, please advise.

TLB:lmb 
L7/032
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\ J n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  F a i r b a n k s
School of Agriculture and Land Resources Management

Agricultural & Forestry Experiment Station 
Palmer Research Center 
533 E. Fireweed 
Palmer, Alaska 99645 
(907) 745-3257

M E M O R A N D U M

DAT E :  M a r c h  3, 1989

TO: S e n a t o r  J a i m a r  K e r t t u l a

FROM: A l i e n  M i t c h e l l ,  A s s o c i a t e  D i r e c t o i
(Ph. D. S o i l s  a n d  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  S c i e n c e s )

S U B J E C T :  C r i t e r i a  for O r g a n i c a l l y  G r o w n  P r o d u c e

T h i s  m e m o r a n d u m  is a f o l l o w - u p  to c o n v e r s a t i o n s  t h a t  I h a v e  h a d  
w i t h  M a r k  W e a v e r  r e g a r d i n g  c e r t a i n  c r i t e r i a  f o r  o r g a n i c a l l y  g r o w n  
p r o d u c e .  T h e  c r i t e r i a  d i s c u s s e d  w e r e  r e l a t e d  to t h e  u s e  of 

s y n t h e t i c  f e r t i l i z e r s  a n d  p e s t i c i d e s .

F e r t i 1 i ze r s

O f  t h e  t w o  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  s y n t h e t i c  c h e m i c a l s ,  f e r t i l i z e r s  p o s e  

t h e  l e a s t  h a z a r d  in t e r m s  o f  h u m a n  c n s u m p t i o n  of c r o p s  g r o w n  on 
g r o u n d  to w h i c h  it h a s  b e e n  a p p l i e d .  In f a ct, o f  t h e  t h r e e  
p r i m a r y  p l a n t  n u t r i e n t s ,  n i t r o g e n  (N), p h o s p h o r u s  (P ), a n d  
p o t a s s i u m  (K), s y n t h e t i c  f o r m s  a r e  c h e m i c a l l y  i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  
f r o m  o r g a n i c a l l y  d e r i v e d  f o r m s  in the s o i l .  A l s o ,  of t h e s e  
t h r e e ,  o n l y  n i t r o g e n  p o s e s  a p o t e n t i a l  p r o b l e m  to h u m a n  h e a l t h .  
F o r  e x a m p l e ,  n i t r a t e -  a n d  n i t r i t e - n i t r o g e n  m i g h t  c o n c e i v a b l y  
a c c u m u l a t e  in p l a n t s  t o  l e v e l s  t h a t  c o u l d  c a u s e  h u m a n  h e a l t h  

p r o b l e m s .  T h i s  is a r a r e  o c c u r r e n c e .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h i s  t y p e  of 
p r o b l e m  c o u l d  .just as e a s i l y  o c c u r  w i t h  n i t r o g e n  f r o m  o r g a n i c  

s o u r c e s .  A n o t h e r  c o n c e r n  t h a t  s o m e  h a v e  w i t h  s y n t h e t i c  
f e r t i l i z e r s  is f r o m  c h e m i c a l  i m p u r i t i e s  t h e y  m a y  c o n t a i n .  O n e  

e x a m p l e  o f t e n  c i t e d  is c e r t a i n  p h o s p h o r u s  f e r t i l i z e r s  h a v e  b e e n  
f o u n d  to c o n t a i n  p o t e n t i a l l y  t o x i c  c a d m i u m .  H o w e v e r ,  
t h e  s o u r c e  of t h i s  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  is t h e  n a t u r a l l y  o c c u r r i n g  r o c k  
p h o s p h a t e  from w h i c h  it w a s  m a n u f a c t u r e d .  O r g a n i c  g r o w e r s  d o  u s e  
r o c k  p h o s p h a t e  as a s o u r c e  of p h o s p h o r u s  f e r t i l i z e r .

t h e  a b o v e  m e n t i o n e d  r e a s o n s  a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r s ,  

r e g u l a t i o n s

F o r  s o m e  of

e n f o r c e m e n t  of r e g u l a t i o n s  on f e r t i l i z e r  s o u r c e s  ( o r g a n i c  vs 
s y n t h e t i c )  w o u l d  be m o s t  d i f f i c u l t .  O n c e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  in the 
so i l ,  it is e s s e n t i a l l y  i m p o s s i b l e  to d i s t i n g u i s h  s o u r c e .  It 
w o u l d  l i k e w i s e  be i m p o s s i b l e  to d e t e r m i n e  h o w  lo n g  s u c h  n u t r i e n t s  

h a v e  b e e n  in t h e  s o i l .

W i t h  t h i s  b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m s ,  I d o u b t  t h a t  

r e q u i r i n g  a long s y n t h e t i c  f e r t i l i z e r - f r e e  p e r i o d  w o u l d  be e i t h e r  
p r a c t i c a l  or- e n f o r c e a b l e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  I w o u l d  s u g g e s t  t h a t  y o u  
c o n s i d e r  a r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  the g r o u n d  to be u s e d  f o r  o r g a n i c a l l y  
g r o w n  p r o d u c e  be f r e e  o f  s y n t h e t i c  f e r t i l i z e r s  for a p e r i o d  of 

o n e  y e a r .



P e s  t ic ides

S y n t h e t i c  p e s t i c i d e s  a r e  a c o m p l e t e l y  d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n .  W h i l e  
p e s t i c i d e s  v a r y  c o n s i d e r a b l y  in t h e i r  t o x i c i t y ,  a g r e a t  n u m b e r  of 

t h e m  a r e  p o t e n t i a l l y  h a z a r d o u s .  O u r  i n f o r m a t i o n  is i n c o m p l e t e ,  
in m a n y  c a s e s ,  w i t h  r e g a r d  to the a b s o l u t e  s a f e t y  of m a n y  of 
t h e s e  p r o d u c t s .  F o r  t h o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  w a n t  to p u r s u e  a 

" c h e m i c a l "  f r e e  d i e t ,  t h i s  is w h e r e  t h e  r e g u l a t o r y  e m p h a s i s  
s h o u l d  be p l a c e d  in m y  o p i n i o n .  U n l i k e  f e r t i l i z e r s ,  p e s t i c i d e  

r e s i d u e s  in t h e  s o i l  a n d  in p r o d u c e  c a n  b e  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  f r o m  
n a t u r a l  o c c u r r i n g  c o m p o u n d s .  T h u s  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  r e g u l a t o r y  
p o l i c i e s  is p o s s i b l e .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  s o i l  a p p l i e d  p e s t i c i d e s  t e n d  
to c a r r y  o v e r  f o r  l o n g e r  p e r i o d s  in s o m e  e n v i r o n m e n t s  t h a n  in 

o t h e r s .  H o w e v e r ,  to f u r t h e r  c o m p l i c a t e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  p e s t i c i d e s  
c h a n g e  c h e m i c a l  f o r m  w h e n  t h e y  e n t e r  t h e  s o i l  a n d  a r e  a c t e d  on by 
s o i l  m i c r o b e s .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  the n e w  f o r m s  a r e  u s u a l l y  l e s s  t o x i c  

a n d  e v e n t u a l l y  a r e  r e d u c e d  to h a r m l e s s  c a r b o n ,  h y d r o g e n ,  a n d  
o x y g e n .  A g a i n ,  t h e  t i m e  r e q u i r e d  to r e n d e r  t h e m  h a r m l e s s  v a r i e s  
w i t h  the p e s c i c i d e  a n d  s o i l  t e m p e r a t u r e s .

T h e r e ' s  n o  q u e s t i o n  in m y  m i n d  t h a t ,  f o r  r e g u l a t o r y  p o l i c y ,  the 
r e s i d e n c e  t i m e  r e q u i r e d  in the s o i l  s h o u l d  be g r e a t e r  f o r  
p e s t i c i d e s  to i n s u r e  an a p p r o p r i a t e  d e g r a d a t i o n  t i m e .  F o r  
e x a m p l e ,  the h e r b i c i d e  L o r o x  ( l i n u r o n )  d e g r a d e s  to h a r m l e s s  
b y p r o d u c t s  in f o u r  m o n t h s  in t e m p e r a t e  c l i m a t e s  w h i l e  w e  h a v e  
b e e n  a b l e  to m e a s u r e  r e s i d u e  i n  s o i l s  12 m o n t h s  a f t e r  
a p p l i c a t i o n .  L i n u r o n  is a v e r y  s a f e  m a t e r i a l  f r o m  a h u m a n  h e a l t h  
s t a n d p o i n t  and c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  r e m a i n i n g  a f t e r  a y e a r  a r e  

h a r m l e s s ,  b u t  it d o e s  i l l u s t r a t e  t h a t  p e s t i c i d e s  c a n  c a r r y  o v e r  
for l o n g e r  p e r i o d s  d e p e n d i n g  o n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o n d i t i o n s  at 
s p e c i f i c  l o c a t i o n s .

B a s e d  on the a b o v e  a r g u m e n t s ,  I s u g g e s t  t h a t  the l a w  r e q u i r e  t h a t  
s o i l  u s e d  to g r o w  o r g a n i c  p r o d u c e  b e  f r e e  o f  s y n t h e t i c  p e s t i c i d e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  for a p e r i o d  o f  t w o  y e a r s  p r i o r  to p l a n t i n g  a c r o p .

If y o u  o r  M a r k  h a v e  a n y  f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  d o n ' t  .ate
to c o n t a c t  me. T h e  w h o l e  q u e s t i o n  o f  o r g a n i c a l l y  g r o w n  pt J u c e  
is a d i f f i c u l t  o n e ,  but it d o e s  h a v e  to be a d d r e s s e d .  

F o r t u n a t e l y  for A l a s k a ,  we c u r r e n t l y  u s e  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  l e s s  
p e s t i c i d e s  t h a n  m o s t  o t h e r  p r o d u c i n g  a r e a s  a n d  we h a v e  an 
e x c e l l e n t  s y n t h e t i c  c h e m i c a 1 - f r e e  l a n d  b a s e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h o s e  
w h o  m a y  w a n t  to e n t e r  the o r g a n i c  p r o d u c e  m a r k e t .
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A  G u i d e  t o  t h e  G r o c e r y
K e e p  e a t i n g  f r u i t s  a n d  v e g e t a b l e s ,  b u t  b e  c a r e f u l — a n d  w a s h  v o u r  h a n d s !
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Next week Consumer? L'nion 
will announce whether most 
ine* t'oucni t:u* seal fintiun 
’■.. . Aiar.a*uid I11"*.!!!)-
Me* < aiteilds u-IMlleil ies •
• •I? some nrand? --i iuice
oouent in a* men a*
Vi part? per million— men
enoucn to po?e a risk oi cancel 
mucn eieater man the one in a 
million ss inch prompts EPA ac­
tion There are svide reeional 
disparities in Alarleveis in eai- 
me apple? Ness York olhctal? 
*.ud last sseek that as much a; 
Jo percent ol (hen lpst* crop 
w.i? *urased ssnh Alar The 
EPA *e?timate that unis 5 per­
cent me domestic crop i? 
'biased mas ne svav i<o loss 
The re.n cuiont. nossever. ,* 

- -i A. ti ie.il it* oie.ikdossi-
product called VDMll Th:»
.nenncai .misiii oi lotisei iue. 
l-irm* ssiu-n Aiar i- Healed, a? 
nn me processinc mio*auceoi 
dice Also, trace? oi it can bs- 
tuuiio in tne Alar nsell sshicn i? 
.-prased intheurcnard L niros* 
al * late*! data on aaminoride 
•now tnat it i* probabls mil cat ■ 
cnmcemc Tile *till pieimu- 
ii.ns 1‘D.MH data .ne more 
woiri'ome tne EP \ calculate* 
tnat I'DMH m apple ptoauci* 
*>m»unie« m amount*tnat nias 
.iiHieivtim.de actual e.duie 
ballet tt* pose* a cancel n**
I l’> at a million user a me
■ tee Tile EPA *as * It iilenn*
■ • n.m Mat witmn 1* moiim*
1 a .i bans si no drmk* one
mice oi appie -uice a uas tne
• ' Jettme cancer because
tee mice drunk osei tnat

' iitir. !<eriim *• note m  a 
..i"" ?i«ddtri rtmunc
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eight ounces a day would have 
a risk of about 20 in a million 
Uniroyal insists that. v en 
completed, its tests will exon­
erate UD.MH 
Toavoid the risks of Alarand 

L'DMH. crow your own apples 
Or eat those from California, 
where the chemical isn't used 
Or stick to green varieties like 
Granny Smith that aren't 
treated with Alar Drink juice 
brands that get a clean bill of 
health in independent 'not 
manufacturer'tests

Chicken and Eggs

H ere the latest risk comes 
from salmonella, ubiqui­

tous bacteria that can cause 
nausea, diarrhea and fever 
Symptoms can last one day or 
several. There are more than 
•10.000 cases— a n d 500d ea t h >—  
of salmonella poisomne report­
ed in the United States every 
year, says the federal Centers 
for DiseaseControl.Many more 
poisonings go unreported; the 
actual incidence may be 4 mil­
lion Not all come from eggs 
or poultry But last April 
CDCresearchers epcrtedonba 
salmonella outbreaks in the 
Northeast that caused 2.119 
illnesses Of those that could 
be trac**d to a specific tooa. 
77 percr it were apparently 
caused by uncracked eggs The 
eggs seemed to have been con­
taminated bv salmonella in 
the hen Approximatelv one 
third ol the chickens in the na­
tion* supermarket* contain 
salmonella 
Salmonella poi»on:ng i* ra*v 

to avoid Wash raw poult r*. and 
evervthmg it loucne*—uten­
sils, cutting noatd. counter ton 
l ookthebirdthoroughlv Don • 
••at raw egg*—no norm-made 
mavonnaise. eggnog oi ue 
cream, and nocakeo.itter ii"il 
•-ggs at least seven minute—  
•wear oil •utl-botled P u s h  
eggs tor five minute* "i l*v lot 
tnn-eminute*aside

Beef, Poultry 

and Pork

O ne concern is hormones, an 
issue raised when the Euro­

pean EconomicCommumty re­
cently banned American beef 
containing hormones Cattle­
men give steers the natural 
sex hormones estradiol, tes­
tosterone and progesterone—  
thioughearimalants— tomakt- 
the animal put on lean muscle 
with less teed, they also some­
times u?e iwo synthetics 'A 
third. DES. has been linked to 
cancer and was banned in 1979; 
illegal use was detected in 
I960 and 1 9 S 3 Pork and poul­
try producers do not use hor­
mones Three ounces of beef

from an untreated animal con­
tain about 1 J nanograms 'bil­
lionths ol a gram' of the 
nnimal'sovvn natural estrogen; 
meat trom a treated animal 
has l9nnnograms By compari­
son. an average man produces 
360.000 nanograms ot estrogen 
a day; a serving ol coleslaw has 
2.500 nanograms 'the hormone 
is in cabbage1 Hormone resi­
dues doseem harmless 
Antibiotics in livestock teed 

pose a different problem Pork 
producers teed their animals 
low doses oi penicillin. let racy. 
clineandotherhumanantiDiot- 
ics; cattlemen use tetracycline 
1 Poultry producers usually feed 
animals only antibiotics that 
aren't prescribed lor humans a 
The concern is that p. ople mov 
become infected w ith microbes 
that won t respond to antibiot­
ics This might happen because 
the drugs can make the ani­
mals' resident microbe* re- 
sistant to antibiotics It the 
meat isthen contaminated w ith 
resistant bugs, they could intect 
peoplehandlingit inFebruary. 
the Institute of Medicine, part

Anxiety in t he M a r k e t
American!'util I believe their food is safe, but there are 
more worries and calls for remedial action

F e a r s
A b o u t  I P o o d
38% Av Tio-e v.O'f eC 

t-at tee <ooc thev 
eat mav cecoe- 
tamnateo dc 
cost c cos c  ome* 
t o e  fem.cas 

6% Less woroec
53% A-xut tee sdrre

B u y i n g  H a b i t s
Consum ers who say 
they 're worried 
o r  have cut purchases 
4 4 %  Acces 
4 1 %  Vecetaoes 
23% togs a r c  pou'f,- 
25% Ftf*
9% M'is 
11% C0*n

C o n f i d i B n c e  in  t h e  U . S .  G o v e r n m e n t
52% ; ee " e  cO '.e 'r’~ e ' " ens -'ostooa c'OCjcea 

f e  O'1 tec States ssa'e 
4 4 %  fe e  ^ 'c o ’teo "cr* ■g-.- q*' cou -m  i*s ■, vmc

P e s t i c i d e s
73% • •\e fOu c ces* c ces trd

•3 sa'e’ ’ coa • « —ea'*s *• a*-*'- r “ ?tv*
45% 0*t 
47%

of the National Academy ol 
Sciences, reported that it was 
"unable to find data direct­
ly implicating" low doses ol 
the drugs in human disease 
But it estimated that loot the 
300 salmonella deaths in the 
United States annually might 
be traced to resistant strums 
produced by antibiotics in ani­
mal feed 
To guard against resistant 

microbes, alter handling raw 
meat wash your hands and all 
utensils and surlaces thorough­
ly with hot water and soap

i...
,e |s  |

L ast summernCanadian gov­
ernment scientist showed 

that dioxin in cardboard car­
tons can migrate into the milk 
they contain. John Ryan meas­
ured 04 parts per trillion • ppt• 
of the lorm of dioxin known as 
TCDD It apparently enters pa­
per products during a bleach­
ing process that uses chlorine 
The only documented elfect 

ot dioxin in people is a skin dis­
ease called chloracne. vv mch af­
flicted victims oi an industrial 
accident But TCDD is. accord­
ing to animal tests, the mist 
powerful carcinogen ever eval­
uated The EPA concluded that 
even I ppt of TCDD poses an 
unacceptable" cancer risk; 
TCDD has also been linked 
to birth detect* and immune- 
•istcm Utsordei* in test ani­
mals The FDA estimates that 
children drinking all their 
milk Irom contaminated car­
ton* m.tv tie doubling their 
daiiv dioxin inuke. and it i. 
ru.w trvmg to vert tv Hvan* 
work If the Canadian -cien- 
Ii*l i.ioni'Ct drinking milk in 
dioxin laced Cotton* ni.iv im*e 
a 11letimi- lancer n*k ol one 
in lO.mkl 

The American Paper ln»ti- 
lute i* *tudving the potential 
prvOlrrm>l dioxin in txipri prod- 
act* 't mav t>e iw**ible to tine

22 M  W * vv I I k v: v .

Ill



S I* K C I A L K E P O K T
the cartons with foil to prevent 
dioxin from leaching into the 
beveraito. In the meantime, to 
play it sale, buy fresh milk only 
inglassor plastic

L ake fish pose more ol a 
threatthanoceanfish Some 

species Irom the Great Lakes. 
*uch as coho and chinook salm­
on, contain PCB'sas well as the 
pesticides DDT. chlordane. ul- 
drin. dieldrin. toxapnene and 
more than 100 other com­
pounds lound in industrial 
wastes Although mans chemi­
cals have been banned, they re­
main in lake sediments and in 
the lood chain, including fish 
The compounds nave been 
linkedtocancers. neurotoxicits 
and other ills The Great Lakes 
states issue annual advisories 
warning consumers not to eat 
certain species, or to eat less 
ol them, if a certain percent- 
ace of the fish have contamina­
tion levels above the FDA's ac­
tion level ”
Contamination vanes wide­

ly. both Irom year to vear and 
irom lake to lake In 1‘wtfDDT 
levels (or salmon and lake trout 
in Lake Michigan ranged irom 
Ml ppm to 1 a ppm 'the action 
level is 5 ppm* Dieldrin con­
tamination varied Irom Hi to 
i) 2 ppm 'the action level is o -1 
ppm • Overa 11. the risk ol cancer 
Irom eating 50 meals a year ol 
Like Michigan li*h is one in 
l.lMlover a lifetime.say s-J Mil­
ton Clark ol the EPA > regional 
othce in Chicago, eating only 
one meal a vear pose* a risk ol 
one in 5o is x» Hut according ton 
new ->tudv m the American 
Journal ol Public Health tie 
danger m.tv is- greater rating 
IV* meal* a ve.u a* a *|sirt* 
h»herm,ui mignt p.»*e*a <iiie i 
l'»i cancer ri»k Irom (tiebltin 
md tnree in I •►s‘tr»rti DDT ! 
•he tt*h contain the action i»-v 
••is li t !h i*»e t a i l s u l l x  E v e n  »>i:i- 
•animation well u-i-nv me .

lion levels can raise cancer risk 
by six in 10.000for DDTand lour 
m 1.000 lor dieldrin. say the 
researchers 
Exotic chemicals are not the 

only threat in toll Fish Irom 
both Iresh water and Irom the 
•••a can contain microbes, in­
cluding those irom sewage, and 
on average they pose a tenfold 
higher risk ol bacterial and vi­
ral inlection than beet and sev­
en times higher than chicken 
Inspection, like contamina- 

t ion. varies Individual states—  
not the federal government —  
monitor local markets Some 
states do a good job. some don t 
Short ol running your trout 
through a gas chromatograph, 
ail vou can do is sharply limit 
consumption ol freshwater fish, 
especmllv tatty varieties like 
laketrout that concentrate the 
contaminants the most Lean 
ocean tish. like red snupperand 
flounder, are a :aler bet The 
besl precaution is a question: 
where did this lish come Irom ' 
Avoid those Irom polluted wa­
ters like some Great Lakes and 
the New York coast Cook it 
thoroughly to kill microbes 
Nothing gets rid of the toxics 
Sushi i* riskier than cooked 
lish. but no one knows how 
much riskier Decide lor your- 
-ell w hether you can live w ith­
out a yellow tail hand roll

Canned food

L ead Irom soldered can 
seams get* into the lood 

through leaching or splattei- 
nc during manufacture Some 
Jo to io percent of cans .ire 
lead-soldered Acidic loodssuch 
as tomato product' iruit mice 
ami anything packed in citric
agl*l aie the woisi ollettders 
heiauM- neuroscientists have 
found that lead damages chil­
dren • brain* at even tr.ice lev 
••is thev recommend that kids 
get ti>< avoidable lead liotri h»*d 
s , n .  iievirocnrmiM Ellen •*' 
isageid -a me EnvO'lnntei'i.i.

Defense Fund. "Lead and lead 
exposure is the most sen*, as en­
vironmental health problem. 
Mr outweighing carcinogens" 
Recent surveys indicate that 
riO percent ol young children 
have blood lead levels that 
may impair their neurological 
development 
To minimize yuui child's 

risk, buy products m seam­
less or welded cans A welded 
can ha# a black-striped, tlat 
seam Lead-soldered can? have 
crimped seams, and an irregu­
lar line oi silver-gray metal 
along the joint

Corn and Peanuts

T he p a r t  11 u s  / l a m - mold
can inlest wheat, corn, mil­

let.other grains and peanuts, it 
secretes a highly toxic com­
pound called atlatoxm Fm 
years allatoxm has plagued 
peanuts in the Southeast: last 
year's hot. dry summer created 
an ideal environment lor the 
lungus in Midwestern gram 
Animal studies show atlatoxm 
to be the second most potent 
carcinogen ever te*tco *ur- 
passed only bv TCDD It cause* 
liver cancer in rodent* tun 
its impact on people remain* 
unclear Five epidemiological 
studies carried out in ihe Thiol 
World showed a cleat link be­
tween intake ol atlatoxm and 
cancer, savs Ronald Shank of 
the University oi California at 
Irvine In these Countries, how­
ever. atlatoxm intake was live 
to 500 times hicner than in the 
United State* "This i* a geno­
me carcinogen but you re g— 
mg to have to teailv pig out on 
coi n oi peanuts io lace a *•-! i- 
ou» n»k *avs microbiologist 
l.lnvd Witter •>! Ha- I'mvei*'iv 
ot llltmn*
The FD\ allow* •'*• ;<ail» 

?•*•» billion pt’ti atlatoxm m 
'llIK .o'.il J "  Pt>!> in atnt-r |p.«|* 
The j* ■ p-m w.i* 4 no*eii ntvnu*e 
I call genei.illv l»- met f'V a
I J * '  • V 0 .1-1 |w - vil*1- It •  •  lf»

charge *onu- consumer group* 
Actual levels in peanut butter 
vary Irom year io year, but 
lately have been holding below 
1 ppb Bet keley '* Bruce Ames 
estimates that il the average 
atlatoxm level in peanut but- 
it-i i* J ppb, a sandwich i* loo 
nine* more carcinogenic than 
all tlit- DDT m our diet. Sweet 
corn, which i* eaten canned, 
iresh oi iro/en. show* no alia- 
toxin Field corn, led to live­
stock or processed into such 
lood* a* breakfast cereal and 
flour, has some atlatoxm: FDA 
test* ol chip*, popcorn, torti­
lla* and cereal lound every 
sample i - be under the JO ppb 
linut— but again, that hgure 
may not be meaningful for 
health Corn Hour and meal 
exceeded that level in J per­
cent ot the cases, and was not 
allowed lo be sold
For saieiy. cook grus. tlour or 

meal to substantially reduce 
allatoxm levels. Cornllake# are 
probably OK. since processing 
cuts allatoxm. Don't subsist on 
peanu: butter:even though the 
crop has been getting cleaner, 
the risk is not negligible.

Tite odd thing is. lood shouid 
be the least ol our worries: ra­
don Irom the soil poses a can­
cer risk ol 1 in 1.000. smoking a 
pack a day increases a wom­
an's chance ol dying ol lung 
cancel fourteen told A blood 
choiesterul level ot .100 m- 
creases the i isk ol heart attack 
huirloki compared to a level ot 
J'1" But ii*k has its own psy­
chology Smoking i* voluntary 
radon i* natural and ranting 
at natuie doesn't do much 
good Savs Peter Sandman ol 
Rutger* Cimemly. The risks 
that Kill vou are not necessan- 
lv the ii s k -  that anget and 
li ighten vou Risk i* the sum oi 
ha/ard and outrage'' Since 
lood i* supposed to be sale, il u 
IHises am i i*k at all. |>eople are 
outraged II iheir outrage and 
tear make consumers *hun 
produce in t.ivorol. sav. i.mv 
•altv .lacks, attempts to raise 
puhlic can»ciou»nes» an nssi 
•aletv will have h.icktired But 
it iin- auttage translates inn 
iniitic.il action— -mete! ami 
la*le« kontruls an nangeiou* 
eestMiir* na m*MttCe—  then 
•tn- name max have been 
watte. •
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The Department supports SB 209. We believe that it is in the best 

interest of consumers to have some assurance that food labeled 

natural or organic meets the definitions in this bill. Currently, 

there are no requirements except for some very broad federal 

guidelines for meat and poultry products.

The bill sponsor's staff has stated that compliance with the law 

is expected to be completely voluntary. We believe that the 

requirement that vendors obtain sworn statements of compliance from 

producers, makes this a realistic expectation.

The Department has submitted a zero fiscal note, with the 

understanding that we are not expected to disseminate any 

information to vendors about the effects of the law and that we 

will not monitor, test, or inspect to verify compliance.
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L a w m a k e r s  t r y  t o  d e f in e  
w h a t  m a k e s  fo o d  ‘o r g a n i c ’

The Associated Frees 
TACOMA, Wash. —  With 

consumers becoming increasing­
ly concerned about chemicals 
used in growing most of Ameri­
ca’s fruits and vegetables, more 
people are turning to organically 
grown produce. ’ J,v 

However, there are few assur­
ances that produce advertised as 
"organic" really is organic.

Alaska is now considering leg­
islation proposed by state Sen. 
Jay Kemula, D-Palmer, which 
would set standards for what is 
"organic" produce in Alaska.

Only a handful of states have 
any legislation concerning organ­
ic farming, and Washington is 
one of them, said Wendy Wcnd- 
landt, executive director of the 
Washington Public Interest Re­
search Group;

Even then, only the producer is 
regulated.

"Now, we just inspect the 
farms (of participating organic 
growers," said Tom Sweeney, re­
search analyst for Democrats in 
the Washington state House of 
Representatives. "But we don’t 
know what the wholesaler does 
... There should be some, sort o f

certification for wholesalers."’
• There are about 300 organic 

farmers in Washington state. Al­
so, food processors have ex­
pressed an interest in participat­
ing, said Sweeney.

"We’re better than most stales. 
(But) from the consumers’ point 
of view, there's a need for stan- 
dardizau'on," Ms. Wendlandt 
said. "Less than two-tenths of 1 
percent o f produce that come in 
our borders arc tested."

Slate laws passed in 1984 and 
1987 set standards for organic 
produce and allowed farmers to 
be certified as organic producers 
after meeting certain require­
ments.

Under the state’s Organic La­
beling Act of 1984, produce can 
be called organic only if it has. 
been farmed with non-synthetic 
fertilizers and no chemical pesti­
cides or herbicides.

Farmers are required to keep 
records of their growing proce­
dures to support their claim that 

..their crops arc "organic."
—Option!I certification was im- 

• piemen ted in 1987 as part of the 
Agriculture Omnibus Bill in 
which organic farmers apply for

certification as organic produc­
ers.

Their farms are visited and test­
ed twice by a Department of Ag­
riculture inspector to determine 

. that they haven’t used synthetics 
in their farms for at least two 
years.

But the certification program is 
drawing fire from some officials.

Verne Hedlund, chief of the 
food inspection section of the 
state Department of Agriculture, 
said the problem is that the certi­
fication program does not have 
adequate financial support *'

The program is supported sole­
ly by fees paid by participating 
organic growers, Hedlund said.

Rep. Ken Jacobson this year 
sponsored a bill allowing addi-' 
tional funding sources for the 
program other than just participa­
tion fees to improve its effective­
ness, Sweeney said.

The bill, HB1554, is awaiting 
hearing before the Washington 
state Senate Agriculture Commit­
tee and needs SI50,000 from the 
general fund to support the ccrti- 
fication program, Sweeney said.
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Who sells 
organic apples?

BY ANN NUGENT

I F YOU’RE HAVING TROUBLE finding organically grown applei, cheese, bread, chicken, jam, or orange juice, 
or if getting to the markets that sell organic food is too inconvenient for you, try ordering organic food by mail.

Over 0 dozen mail-order food companies offer orgonicolly grown food. (You can write Americans For Safe 
Foods for a complete list: 1501 16th Street NW, Washington, DC 20036; 2o2/332*9110.)

These mail-order companies vary widely, however. A few are distributors ond sell only wholesale. Some carry 
nearly o complete line of organic food, while others specialize only in one item —  like dried herbs. Only two 
carry meat ond poultry, ond only one corries a large variety of fresh produce. A few carry breads, muffins, cokes 
and pies. And some ore more expensive than others. One company just began to stock organic cheese, yogurt, 
end jom with organic fruit sweeteners. Several carry food that's 'certified organic.” and they're especially 
careful in defining "organic,” while other companies don't bother to define the term ot all.

The following selected, moil-order, noturol-food componies are the onos that feature organic food. They all carry 
such stock items a: beans ard grains, and oil accept small orders (though groups of people often buy in bulk to 
take odvantoge of the cheaper rotes). Some outlets have large inventories; the smaller ones often feature 
specialty items. The ones that carry only "certified orgor.ic” foods are listed first.

USSFUL TERMS .
•4cCertified organic

Standard} - a y  in different 
States. In som e COW the 
state le g ’s b tu re  h a t  d e te r­
m ined  the s ta rd om s : m o th e r 
cases , p m c te  o rg a n d a t io n s  
h o v e  d raw n  them  up. G en - 
e ra ’ly  the term m eans that 
c rop s  ans grown w ithou t 
synthetic p e tK 'd o s . h e ro  
c o e s  o r  h r t ' z e ’ t  an so!  that 
has b e e n  free o l  c h em .;o i 
po llu tan ts  lo r  o n e to three 
yaon. Moreover. om y  c e r ­
tain n a y r o l m ateria ls m ay o e  
opp-'-ed to the sod. l-te  c om ­
p o s te d  o r  m e i'-roned  manure 
(row  m onw e it fo rb b d e n ) .
O r g a n ic
A d o u b t f j  le m  Som e states

_ L ie  V -b sh lng ton  fo rb 'd cry- 
P.-g .1 no fh . f •■*><)_ 
th e 'g a d  o r fa rm  is t-nd . 
Aji, th oug ti; ,t m ay m ean  
a n y  o f the  te rn s  u sed  b e b w
Chem lco l-free , o r 
grown w ithou t pesticides, 
herbicides, o r chemical 
fe rtilisers
Pvet e  terms m ast <‘ie fy  m ean  
tha t the fa rm  grows its crops  
m so*I th a t hasn 't b e e n  Iree 
o l ch em ic a l m d - e s  hyng 
en ou gh ro b e  c e rH -ed  o ’ - 
gon c fa rm s  tha t gr«v cop* 
u n d e ' th ese  c o r s f tp n s  o -e  
u tu o 'iy  m th e  tronsitron stage  
be*a re  th ey  c on  Qua lify as 
com  t e d  cu g onp .
Fe s llt ld e -fre e
C rop s  g rpnm vx'hoyf rhe use

c f  pest-c -des. though  e th e r 
chem -ca ls  m a y  b e  is e d .
Spray-free
An am b iguou s  form  It m ight 
n e o n  tho fa rm e r -sn't using 
p e t K i d e  sp rays  o n  the p ro - 
du c -\ b u t m o y  use  p e s ’ -c-des 
in the ho lds , say . during  
rhe winter.
IFM ( In teg ra ted  Fa it 
M anagem ent!
h o d s  m a r ie d  with this lo b e 1 
ind -cote -h o i the fo rm e ' w c r is  
wth-r- the b n^ og -cc t enu-'on- 
men>. ra th e r Than in d  tcnm - 
•note ly e ro d -c o tn g  pests, h e  
man.tcrs them , c w ts rg  m em  
0nJy J  m ey  g e t Out o '  h ond . 
r*r en cou rag e s ncvot p ro d - 
a tc n  a n d  ro ta te s r 1 crops  
a s  a  w a y  o f  l e e p n g  p e sh

u n d e r centra!. H e  a p p le s  
p e s 'e  des sp a r in g ly  a n d  o n ly  
v,-ne- e n d  w h e re  they w ill 
d o  m e ieos t d am ag e .

A s  O N E  d-srhbutot p u t  
it 1 h o d s  b ou gh t u n d e r these  
lo b e is  o re  u su a lly  o i l r-ght a s  
lo n g  a s  me lob e is  o re  d e o r fy  
d e (-nt,a a n d  m ean  w h a t they  
s o y  Any o f  these m e thod s  o f  
ra-s-ng cops n be tte r than  
fo o d s  ra  te d  w ithout a n y  
p e i ' c d e  restrictions w ha t- 
s o e u t ' fe m e r s wAo 00 >n 
m e 'or.siepn JVxj* 01 th e y  
m-Oft e v e r to oyon< h n n -  
og — 0 process th a t to  i t s  
, -e a n - sh ou ld  t e  e n ­
c o u ra g e d  - A r n N u g e n '

<*»cu i»*r« •!« «<v <,*««<
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J  H O U S E  C O M M IT T E E  R E P O R T  ^
( 7 )
Date Referred: April 11, 1989 FURTHER REFERRA

Date of Committee Action:

The HESS Committee considered: CSSB 219(FINANCE!

CS FOR '.SENATE BILL NO. 319 (Finance)
[BIRTH CERTIFICATES/CHILDREN'S TRUST FUND] 

"An Act relating to birth certificates."

RECOMMENDATIONS:
be replaced with

/
have attached amendment(s) 

do pass 

do not pass 

no recommendation 

individual recommendations 

additional referral to the

] the same title 
] a new title

Committee

ADOPTS:

ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(s):

letter of intent

APPROVES PREVIOUS:

] fiscal note(s)

(Date/Dept)

ero with analysis

[ ] zero fiscal note(s)

( ] zero fn/analysis  

SIGNING:
(Check approp. column)

i l o y e ^



SPONSOR STATEMENT FOR 

SENATE BILL 219 

JANUARY 17, 1990

Senate Bill 219 is revenue-generating legislation which 
provides for the sale of specially-designed birth certificates 
to celebrate the birth of a child. These commemorative 
certifjcates would be in addition to the birth certificate 
which the Bureau of Vital Statistics presently issues. The 
revenue generated from the sale of these certificates would 
fund the Alaska Children's Trust, which was established by ths 
Legislature in 1988 to aid in the prevention of child abusa 
and neglect.

This legislation is similar to a program which has been 
successful in Oregon for the past four years, as well as a 
recently established program in Minnesota.



F I S C A L  N O T E
R E Q U E S T :__ _________________________________________________________

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  BILL VERSION:

1989 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N  PUBLISH D A T E : _________

Revision Date:------------------------------------------ Aorrev Af f ami r  He al t h  S S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s
T id e : An A ct R e l a t i n g  io B i r t h  l e r t T H -  B R U : c t a t p  Heal th S e r v i r e s
 c a i a S _____________________________________________________________   _ _ _ _ _ _
Sponsor: K e r t t u l a _____________________ .  r ftm p w n n  ■ bureau o f  V i t a l  S t a t i s t i c s
Requcsax:  ____________________________________

EXPEN DITURES/REVEN UES: (Thousands of Dollars!
OPERATING FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93 FY 94

PERSONAL SERVICES 1 .8 .9 .9 .9 .9
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL A . .3 . 3 .3 .  3
SUPPLIES 1 9 .  5 . 3
EQUIPMENT
LAND k. STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0 3 . a 1 .7 1 .7 1 .7 ‘ • L  i

CAPITAL 0 0 0 n n n

REVENUE • 9 .0 4 .5 4 .5 4 .5 4 .5

FUNDING: (ThousandsofDollars!
GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL

0 3 .4 1 .7 1 .7 1 .7 1 .7

7 d 1 .7 u - L I ______
P OS I TI ONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

n q 0 9 n 0

AN A LYSIS : (Anach a sepanue page ifnccr~««ry)
(See Attached)

Prtcarodfcry: HI i z a b e t h  'Ward ■ ' . V . i W ____  i w  ■ ->65-3090
D ivuioa: a' ib l ic  Health ________  Date: _ L 2 H i a ° _________

Appmvr<Hhyr/vimi«<infvr-',> . t y r a  / .u n s o n ■f'i^YCAJ Daxe: _________
Agency: > ^ i r * i p n r  - r  ' n r v i  1 ' V r v i r p * -
Dinnbuuon (by preparer ):

Lcgulanvc Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Managcmeni and B.idgct } „
Impacted Agencies) PMC — —  of —



SB 219 F isca i Note (Analysis)

Oregon has four vears experience M th a s im i l a r  program. Oregon averages 
approximately 40.000 l i v e  b i r t h s  per year .  In the f i r s t  year of the program 
Oregon issued 1100 d i s p lay ab le  c e r t i f i c a t e s .  Oregon i s  c u r r e n t ly  issu ing 
approximately 600 d i s p l a y ab l e  c e r t i f i c a t e s  per year .

Assuming tha t Alaska (12,000 l i v e  b i r t h s  per year) w i l l  have experience s im i l a r  
to Oregon we w i l l  i s sue  360 c e r t i f i c a t e s  in the f i r s t  year and then drop off to 
180 per year .

Cost of Service Est imate :
Oregon

charge fo r  d isp layab le  c e r t i f i c a t e  $25.00
cost  oi se rv ic e  $12.00
pass through to ch i ld  s e rv ic e  agencies $13.00

Minnesota (new program 6 mo experience)
charge for d isp layab le  c e r t i f i c a t e  $25.00
cost of s e rv ic e  $10.00
pass through to c h i l d r e n ' s  t r u s t  fund $15.00

Alaska (es t ima te )
charge fo r  d isp layab le  c e r t i f i c a t e  $25.00
cost of s e rv ic e  $ 9.25

normal c e r t i f i c a t e  processing $5 .CO 
c a l l i g r a phy  (contrac t)  S I . 50
p r i n t i n g ,  mailing tv.L-s. i

pos tage $2.75

Project i o n s :
volume revenues co s t s

( 0 0 0 )  ( 0 0 0 )
(volume x $25) (volume v $9 .2L 

1st v*ar 360 $9.0 $3.4
2nd-5th vears 180 34.5 $1.7

pace 2 of .
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I ♦ * H O U S E  C O M M IT T E E  R E P O R T
( 7 )
Date Referred: April 5, 1990

Date of Committee Action: H f w / l o

FURTHER REFERRALS:

The HESS Committee considered: CSSB 222(SA)am

CS SB NO. 222 (State Affairs) am AMENDMENTS TO NO-SMOKING LAWS

"An Act relating to smoking in certain vehicles and indoor places."

MENDATIONS: .. X  \ [V-] the same title
be replaced with H C  $  CS S> h  ' Z Z X  5 5 )

RECOMMENDATIONS:

X
have attached amendment(s) 

y] do pass

do not pass 

no recommendation 

individual recommendations 

additional referral to the

[ ] a new title

Committee

A D O P T S : ______________________ letter of intent

ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(s): APPROVES PREVIOUS:
(Dept)

[ ] fiscal impact_____________

(Date/Dept)

[ ] zero fiscal note_

[ ) zero with analysis_

[ ] fiscal note(s) ____________________

[^] zero fiscal note(s) 3 / c k > / ? o  /  /0/rrT 

[ ] zero fn/analysis_______________________
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A M E N D M E N T  A)^uJ #  5*

OFFERED IN THE HOUSE

TO: CSSB 222 (State Affairs) am

Page 3, lines 5 - 7
/  i{/\ ^

Delete all material and insert: ^

"apply to a designated smoking area^in a public or private 

elementary or secondary school if the area is located in a 

room where minors are not permitted and a smoking area 

must be designated in the school £Tn ordef)to comply with 

£fche-4=evms of}a collective bargaining agreement covering 

employees who work in the school;"

Page 6, following line 9: *

Insert a new bill section to read:

••"* Sec. 15. This Act does not supercede the provisions of 

a collective bargaining agreement in effect on the 

effective date of this Act. However, a collective
H

bargaining agreement in effect on the effective date of 

this Act may not be renewed or extended by agreement on or 

after the effective date of this Act with provisions that 

require the employer to provide smoking areas that would 

not be in compliance with this Act."



A p r i l  23, 1990 
P.O. B o x  9 1 6 9 4  
A n c h o  rase, A l a s k a  99 509

H o u s e  II.E.S.S. Comraitte 

P.O. B o x  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8  1 1.

S u b j e c t :  Ban S m o k i n g  In S h o p p i n g  M a l l s

G e n  t lemer.:

S e v e r a l  w e e k s  ago m y  p u l m o n a r y  d o c t o r ,  G e o r g e  S t e w a r t ,  told m e  that J a n  
F n i k s  had i n t r o d u c e d  a b i l l  to " b a n  s m o k i n g  in s h o p p i n g  m a l l s  - SB 222.
1 w a s  e l a t e d .

I h a v e  a s t h m a t i c - b r o n c h i t i s  a n d  hud to r e t i r e  last y e a r .  I h a v e  to w e a r  
a h e a v y  i n d u s t r i a l  face m a s k  e v e r y  w h e r e  1 go. T h i s  m a s k  w i l l  f i l t e r
o u t  m o s t  t h i n g s  but it w i l l  not f i l t e r  o u t  c i g a r e t t e  s m o k e .  So, I h a v e
d i f f i c u l t y  in s h o p p i n g  m a l l s  a n d  r a r e l y  go to them.

In c h e c k i n g  the s t a t u s  of SB 222, I find the p o r t i o n  to "ban s m o k i m g  in

s h o p p i n g  m a l l s  h a s  b e e n  t a k e n  out.

I am r e q u e s t i n g  t h i s  c o m m i t t e  to p l e a s e  s u p p o r t  r e i n s t a t i n g  the l a n g u a g e  
that w a s  t a k e n  o u t  of SB 222 in r e f e r a n c e  to b a n n i n g  s m o k i n g  in s h o p p i n  

m a l l s .  P l e a s e  r e i n s t a t e  this.

I h a v e  c o m e  a c r o s s  so m a n y  p e o p l e  th i s  y e a r  w h o  h a v e  a s t h m a  and, like 
m y s e l f ,  h a v e  to c a r r y  t h e i r  b r o n c h o - d i l a t o r  i n h a l e r s  w i t h  t h e m  at all 

t i m e s .  I n e v e r  r e a l i z e d  h o w  r e s t r i c t i n g  a s t h m a t i c - b r o n c h i t i s  c a n  be as 
to w h e r e  y o u  c a n  go or w h a t  y o u  can do, u n t i l  it h a p p e n e d  to m e .

I l i v e  o n e  m i l e  from the D i m o n d  S h o p p i n g  C e n t e r  a n d  it w o u l d  be w o n d e r f u l  

to be a b l e  to go t h e r e  j u s t  to get out of the h o u s e .  K i n d  of like a 
r e c r e a t i o n  a r e a .

S m o k i n g  is a p u b l i c  h e a l t h  h a z a r d  a n d  a f f e c t s  a l l  witiiin it's a r e a  - 
b a b i e s ,  s m a l l  c h i l d r e n ,  a s t h m a t i c s  as w e l l  as o t h e r s .  S m o k i n g  a c i g a r e t t e  
t a k e s  s u c h  a » s h o r t  time a n d  yet that s m o k e  a f f e c t s  so m a n y .

The a i r l i n e s  h a v e  r e a l i z e d  this anil h a v e  b a n n e d  s m o k i n g  on all f l i g h t s  
six h o u r s  or less. Now, we p e o p l e  w i t h  r e s p i r a t o r y  p r o b l e m s  c a n  fly.

H o p e f u l l y ,  o u r  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  w i l l  b a n  s m o k i n g  in s h o p p i n g  m a l l s  a n d  
we p e o p l e  w i t h  r e s p i r a t o r y  p r o b l e m s  wi l l  be a b l e  to use o u r  w o n d e r f u l  

s h o p p i n g  m a l l s .  E s p o o  illy in the w i n t e r  w h e n  wo a r e  so shut in.

T h a n k  y o u  so v e r y  m u c h  for y o u r  h e lp.

S i n c e r e l y ,



OFFERED IN THE HOUSE

Page 3, lines 11 - 13

Delete all material and insert:

"(3) an office where dental care, health care, 

or the healing arts are practiced, a public or private 

laboratory associated with dental care, health care or the 

healing arts if the laboratory is located within the same 

premises as an office where dental care, health care, or 

the healing arts are practiced, and a public or private 

hospital, or other nonresidential health"

TO: C S S B  2 2 2  ( S t a t e  A f f a i r s )  a m
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fiPL 25 '90 00=10 SITKA LEG. INFO. P.

MY NAME IS DENNIS VETTESE. AND I AM A SITKA SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER.

I SUPPORT THE PASSAGE OF CSSB-222 FOR SEVERAL REASONS.

/ PfiKi-r rutrAt- 8 *  fast far

FIRST, PASSAGE OF THIS LEGISLATION WOULD SEND A CLEAR MESSAGE TO 

OUR YOUTH- THAT IS TH/T WE DO NOT CONDONE SMOKING. OUR TEACHERS 

ARE VIEWED AS ROLE MODELS AND IF THESE INDIVIDUALS ARE OBSERVED 

SMOKING OR SMELL «IKE THEY HAVE BEEN SMOKING THEN THIS COULD BE 

TAKEN BY OUR HIGHLY IMPRESSIONABLE YOUTH THAT IT IS OK FOR THEM 

TO ALSO START SMOKING. THEY COULD RATIONALIZE THAT IF THEIR ROLE 

MODELS SMOKE- THEN SMOKING MUST NOT BE THE TERRIBLE HABIT THAT

EVERYONE KEEPS TELLING THEM ALL ABOUT.

•

SECOND, WE MUST DO ALL WE CAN TO STOP OUR YOUTH FROM STARTING TO 

SMOKE. THIS BILL WILL HELP INFLUENCE THAT DECISION. ONCE A 

TEENAGER STARTS SMOKING (WHICH IS IN ITSELF A NICOTINE 

ADDICTION). THIS SMOKING OFTEN LEADS TO THE USE OF OTHER DRUGS 

SUCH AS MARIJUANA AND COCAINE. THIS IS WHY SMOKING OR NICOTINE 

ADDICTION IS OFTEN VIEWED AS A GATEWAY DRUG. IF WE WANT OUR 

SCHOOLS TO BE TRULY DRUG FREE- THEN WE SHOULD PROHIBIT SMOKING IN 

THEM.

LAST OF ALL, NO SMOKING IN SCHOOLS WILL CREATE A HEALTHIFR 

LEARNING ENVIRONMENT FOR STUDENTS AND A HEALTHIER WORKING 

ENVIRONMENT FOR TEACHERS.
I

1

2 '3

/K)



6-04 6 8Gb 
Lauterbach

A M E N D M E N T  "T. O -■ i ■■ i

OFFERED IN THE HOUSE

TO: CSSB 222 (State Affairs) am

Page 1, line 25, after 11 (3)":

Insert "a public or private elementary or secondary school in which 

the prohibition under AS 18.35.305(1) does not apply because of a collec­

tive bargaining agreement or"

18/90



6-0448Ca
Lauterbach

\

A M E N D M E N T  \

>FFERED IN THE HOUSE

TO: CSSB 222 (SA) am

age 3, lines II - 12:

Delete all material and insert:

"(3) an office associated with dental care, health care, or 

the healing arts, a public or private laboratory associated with 

dental care, health care, or the healing arts if the laboratory is 

located within the same premises as an office associated with dental 

care, health care, or the healing"

-I- 4/17/90
i



A p r i l  23, 1990

P . O .  Box 9 1 6 9 4  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 9

H o u s e  li.E.S.S. C o m m i t t e  

P. O .  B o x  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

S u b j e c t :  3 a n  S m o k i n g  In S h o p p i n g  M a l l s

(Jen t l e m e n :

S e v e r a l  w e e k s  ago m y  p u l m o n a r y  d o c t o r ,  G e o r g e  S t e w a r t ,  t o l d  me that J a n  
F a i k s  had i n t r o d u c e d  a b i l l  to " b a n  s m o k i n g  in s h o p p i n g  m a l l s  - SB 222.
1 w a s  e l a t e d  .

I h a v e  a s t h m a I i c - b r o n c h i t i s  a n d  h a d  to r e t i r e  last yea r .  I h a v e  to w e a r  
a h e a v y  i n d u s t r i a l  fa c e  m a s k  e v e r y  w h e r e  1 go. T h i s  m a s k  w i l l  f i l t e r  

o u t  m o s t  t h i n g s  but it w i l l  n o t  f i l t e r  o u t  c i g a r e t t e  s m o k e .  So, I h a v e  
d i f f i c u l t y  ir. s h o p p i n g  m a l l s  a n d  r a r e l y  go to them.

In c h e c k i n g  the s t a t u s  of SB 222, I find the p o r t i o n  to "b a n  s m o k i m g  in 
s h o p p i n g  m a l l s  h a s  b e e n  t a k e n  out.

I am r e q u e s t i n g  th i s  c o m m i t t e  to p l e a s e  s u p p o r t  r e i n s t a t i n g  the l a n g u a g e  
th a t  w a s  t a k e n  o u t  of SB 222 in r e f e r e n c e  to b a n n i n g  s m o k i n g  in s h o p p i n g  
mi ’s. P l e a s e  r e i n s t a t e  this.

I h a v e  c o m e  a c r o s s  so m a n y  p e o p l e  th i s  y e a r  w h o  h a v e  a s t h m a  and, like 

m y s e l f ,  h a v e  to c a r r y  t h e i r  b r o n c h o - d i  l a t o r  i n h a l e r s  witli t h e m  at all 
t i m e s .  1 n e v e r  r e a l i z e d  h o w  r e s t r i c t i n g  a s t h m a t i c - b t o n c h i t i s  c a n  be as 
to w h e r e  y o u  c a n  go or w h a t  y o u  c a n  do, u n t i l  iL h a p p e n e d  to m e .

1 live one w i l e  from the D i m o n d  S h o p p i n g  C e n t e r  a n d  it w o u l d  be w o n d e r f u l  

to be a b l e  to go t h e r e  J u - t  to get o u t  of the h o u s e . K i n d  of like a 
r e c r e a t i o n  a r e a .

S m o k i n g  is a p u b l i c  h e a l t h  h a z a r d  a n d  a f f e c t s  all w i t h i n  it's a r e a  - 
b a b i e s ,  s m a l l  c h i l d r e n ,  a s t h m a t i c s  as w e l l  as o t h e r s .  S m o k i n g  a c i g a r e t t e  
t a k e s  s u c h  a a b o r t  time a n d  yet that s m o k e  a f f e c t s  so m a n y .

T h e  a i r l i n e s  h a v e  r e a l i z e d  this and h a v e  b a n n e d  s m o k i n g  on all f l i g h t s  
s i x  h o u r s  o r  less. Now, w e  p e o p l e  w i t h  r e s p i r a t o r y  p r o b l e m s  c a n  fly.

H o p e f u l l y ,  o u r  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  w i l l  ban s m o k i n g  In s h o p p i n g  m a l l s  a n d  

we p e o p l e  w i t h  r e s p i r a t o r y  p r o b l e m s  w i l l  be a b l e  to u s e  o u r  w o n d e r f u l  
s h o p p i n g  m a l l s .  L s p e c i l l y  in the w i n t e r  w h e n  w e  a r e  so -hut in.

T h a n k  y o u  so v e r y  m u c h  for y o u r  hel p .
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MAT SU SMOKERS ALLIANCE
P O  B O X  8 7 - 3 2 1 4  
W A S I L L A ,  A L A S K A  9 9 6 8 7

PHONE(907)376-8734 
' FAX (907)373-0787

April 25, 1990

Mr. Chairman, Members of the House Health, Education and Social 
Services Committee:

My name is Dee Loesche, I live at MP 51 on the Parks Highway, and 
T am t h e  p r o s i d o n t  o f  t h o  M a t  S u  C m o k c r o  A l l i a n c e  i n  W a s i l l a .  I  
would like to express the views of our members on Senate Bill 
2 2 2 .

Although much of the bill appears to be an attempt to clean up 
the language of the present statute, we do oppose the additions 
and one amendment to that statute. Specifically, the addition 
under SEc. 18.35.300 of (7) A COMMERCIAL ESTABLISHMENT WHOSE 
PREMISES ARE OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC, INCLUDING A RETAIL 
STORE, FINANCIAL INSTITUTION, OR SHOPPING MALL. We feel that the 
icauiciion or smoKing m  these places are unnecessary for the 
protection of the public health as retail stores and financial 
institutions already have discouraged smoking on their premises 
io a point wnere almost no smoking is done in those establish­
ments. A, shopping mall public area is usually of such a vast 
area and so well ventilated that the small amount of smoking done 
in these places should pose no threat whatsoever to anyone. 
Under Se<~. 5. AS 18.35.320 (c) the amendment removing "FOR THE 
NEEDS OF THE SMOKERS" and replacing it with "TO PROTECT THE 
HEALTH OF THE" NONSMOKERS takes away any legal recognition that 
the needs of a segment of the population is in anyway considered 
and appears that the State of Alaska views those people who 
choose to smoke an not worthy of being citizens of this State.

We believe -that these— additions— arrrd amendments to the existing 
statue are unnecessary to protect the public health and merely 
harassing tactics of non smokers against those of us who have 
chosen to use tobacco products. There is a large portion of the 
public who enjoy the use of these historically legal products and 
resent the hysterical view that promotes the discrimination 
against that use and the people who use them. It is well recog­
nized that the non smoking rublic has rights. What is feared by 
the smoking public is that one day we will find ourselves crimi­
nals for doing something that, for the last four hundred years in 
this country, has been legal and widely accepted.

Thank you for allowing us to share our concerns about this bill.

Respectfully,
MAT SU SMOKERS ALLIANCE
'\J£ G  jCfi C /  C / - r  
Dee Loesche, President


