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Petition directed to the Alaska Gaine Board to ask then to let hunters
 and fishermen use the already existing roads and trails along the Dalton
Highway to cross over the five mile corridor to hunt or fish.
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and fishermen use the already existing roads and trails along the Dalton
Highway to cross over the five mile corridor to hunt or fish.
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February 18, 1988

Mr. C.H. Rowe
2013 30th Ave.
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

Dear Mr. Rowe:

Thank you for writing my office regarding the use of the Dalton
Highway corridor for access to other trails. Presently there are
two bills introduced that deal with the public use of the Dalton
Highway . HB 115, sponsored by Representative Frank is movingin
the House and should pass over to the Senate soon. This bill can
be amended to allow access across the corridor.

Of course, if the bill 1iIs amended iIn the Senate, the House must

agree to the amendments. I can not guarantee that the amendments
will stay in the final version, but we will give 1itour bvst
shot.

Sincerely,



° February 1,1988

Senator Coghill
Pouch V 130a
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Coghill,

I talked with one of the people iIn your Juneau office last week and

we decided it would be a good idea fo® me to send you a copy of this
petition concerning the Dalton Highway Corridor. Three of us circulated
these petitions around Fairbanks for a couple of days and got this many
signatures without posting the petitions 1in any sporting goods stores, etc.

Although most of the people who signed would like to see the Corridor
oponcJ completely we decided to try and get just access across It as a
happy medium for everyone. I hope this will show there is alot of support
from here to support your efforts. Also a friend of mine from Anchorage
will be sending you a copy of the same petition that he circulated around

Anchorage, and it shows there is support from there also.

I have worked some with Betty Farencamp®s office on this and 1 have also
attended some of the Game Board meetings where this has beendiscussed,
including the ones in Anchorage las"- November. The result of these last
meetings was the letter sent out to a number of Legislators, including
yourself, which in a round about way says the Game Board won"t change
their ruling until the Legislature does something.

As 1 told the Game Beard, the way it stands now, only licensed highway
vehicles, boats, or airplanes can bo used inside the Corridor. This
means the area 1is locked up except to non-residents Tfor hunting.

Local people and residents don"t use Guides but non-residents do. They
can drive a licensed vehicle up the highway to where a Guide is based,
get in an airplane and go hunting. We have nothing against the Guiding
Industry, but we feel there 1is room frr all of us.

As our petition says, we would like to be able to use our A.T.V.’s or
O.R.V."s on at least the exsisting trails and roads, like the 0ld Hickle
Highway, etc. for access off the Dalton Highway as well as being able to
to hunt as we go or along the highway itself, as we can South of the
Yukon River. If 1 can be of any help in any way, please contact me.

Thank You, "W



Petition directed to the Alaska Game Board to ask them to let hunters
and fishermen use the already existing roads and trails along the Dalton
Highway to cross over the five mile corridor to hunt or fish.
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Petition directed to the Alaska Game Board to ask them to let hunters
and fishermen use the already existing roads and trails along the Dalton
Highway to cross over the five mile corridor to hunt or fish.
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Petition directed to the Alaska Game Board to ask them to let hunters
and fishermen use the already existing roads and trails along the Dalton
Highway to cross over the five mile corridor to hunt or fish.
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Petition directed to the Alaska Game Board to ask them to let hunters
and fishermen use the already existing roads and trails along the Dalton
Highway to cross over the five mile corridor to hunt or fish.
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Petition directed to the Alaska Game Board to ask them to let hunters
and fishermen use the already existing roads and trails along the Dalton
Highway to cross over the five mile corridor to hunt or fish.
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Petition directed to the Alaska Game Board to ask them to let hunters
and fishermen use the already existing roads and trails along the Dalton
Highway to cross over the five mile corridor to hunt or fish.
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Petition directed to the Alaska. Game Board to ask them to let hunters
and fishermen use the already existing roads and trails along the Dalton
Highway to cross over the five mile corridor to hunt or fish.
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Petition directed to the Alaska Game Board to ask them to let hunters
and fishermen use the already existing roads and trails along the Dalton
Highway to cross over the five mile corridor to hunt or fish.
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Petition directed to the Alaska Game Board to ask them to let hunters
and fishermen use the already existing roads and trails along the Dalton
Highway to cross over the five mile corridor to hunt or fish.
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‘Petition directed to the Alaska Game Eoard to ask them to let hunters
and fishermen use the already existing roads and trails along the Dalton
Highway to cross over the five mile corridor to hunt or fish.
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Petition directed to the Alaska Game Board to ask them to let hunters
and fishermen use the already existing roads and trails along the Dalton
Highway to cross over the five mile corridor to hunt or fish.
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Petition directed to the Alaska Cane Eoard to ask them to let hunters
and fishermen use the already existing roads and trails along the Dalton
Highway to cross over the five mile corridor to hunt or fish.
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Petition directed to

the Alaska Gane Board to ask them to

feS
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and Fishermen use the already existing roads and trails along the Dalton
Highway to cross over the five mile corridor to hunt or fish.
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April 7, 1987

The Honorable Ben Grussendorf
Speaker of the House

Alaska State Legislature

P.0O. Box V

Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Representative Grussendorf;

Under the authority of art. 111, sec. 18, of the Alaska Con-
stitution, | am transmitting a bill that cures some serious
technical problems with the penalty provisions 1in AS 19
(highway laws).

The bill establishes penalties for violating a provision in
existing law which prohibits driving a vehicle within five
miles of the James Dalton Highway (the North Slope haul
road). Existing law, while prohibiting such conduct, does
not specify a penalty for violation of the law. Because of
this apparently 1inadvertent omission, there is no practical
way to ensure compliance with the law.

The passage of motorized vehicles over the frac le terrain
that surrounds the Dalton Highway can cause sigr -icant and
long-term environmental damage. Recognizing this problem,
this bill broadens the prohibition from "off-road vehicles"
(@ term that 1is not defined in AS 19) to all "motor vehi-
cles” as defined under AS 28.40. 100. The bill also clar-
ifies, and slightly expands, the exceptions to the general
prohibition.

Because i1t may be difficult at times to prove a person-s
intent to violate this law, the attached bill makes viola-
tion of the statute a "strict liability” offense. This
means that the staf need not prove that the offender 1in-
tended to break the law, only that he voluntarily committed
an act that did violate the Ilaw. Under the bill, the of-
fense 1i1s c"assified as a "violation,” punishable by a maxi-
mum Ffine of T300; no jail time may be imposed. IT it can be
proved that ti.e offender acted with “criminal negligence,"”
however -- that 1is, his conduct was a gross deviation from
the standard of care that a reasonable person would observe
in the situation (see AS 11.81.900(a)(4)) - his conduct
would constitute a class B misdemeanor offense, punishable
by up to 90 days in Jail, up to a $1,000 fine, or both.



Hon. Ben Grussendorf Page 2

The bill also amends AS 19.45.002 o explicitly provide that
the penalties set out in that section apply not only to vio-
lations of the designated chapters of the statute, but to
regulations adopted under those chapters. This clarifica-
tion is needed to allow the state to regain the ability to
enforce existing regulations regarding commercial vehicle
width, height, and weight. Although these regulations have
been in effect for many years, and have been enforced under
the authority of AS 19.45.002 since at least 1972, the new
"pbail schedule”™ contained 1in the ™"Vehicle and Traffic Of-
fenses”™ booklet issued by the Alaska Court System on January
1, 1987 states that 17 AAC 25.020 - 17 AAC 25.060 and 17
AAC 25.100, regarding vehicle width, height, load, road clo-
sures and restrictions, etc., "are not enforceable because
there is no penalty in the statutes (AS 19) for violation of
the regulations.” Vehicle Booklet at 27. The new bail
schedule does not 1include a bail amount for violations of
these regulations, effectively precluding enforcement of the
existing regulations. The absence oc any enforceable vehi-
cle weight, height, or width limits, or road closure pro-
visions, will have a devastating effect on highway safety
and the protection of the roadway surfaces in Alaska; this
problem should be addressed as quickly as possible.

The Jlanguage of AS 19.45.002 is also updated by making a
violation of the designated provisions a "class B misdemean-
or" offense, a cross-reference to the classification and
penalty structures contained 1in Alaska®s revised criminal
code. The substance of new subsec. (b) was taken from
existing AS 28.40.050(e), and makes clear that, notwith-
standing the general penalty provision, the penalty for a
violation of a vehicle weight limit is a fine of Tfive cents
for each pound of weight over the authorized limit.

To protect the state"s roadway surfaces, the people who
travel on them, and the fragile terrain along the Dalton
Highway, 1 urge your prompt and /favorableaction on this
measure.

Governor
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CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -n-

CAPTTAL -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

REVENUE

FUNDING: (ThousandsofDollars)
GENERALFUND -0- -0- ' -0- -0- -0- -0-
FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER
TOTAL -0- -0- -0- -1l- u- _

POSITIONS:

FULLTIME -0- 0- 0- 0- -n- n_
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)
No fiscal imoact is anticipated.

rvomnviKue Captain Conrad Seibel, Operations Commander 269-5509
i g -Ha *NTiaiTO-pBrtect,CT" -  ——————————- JET-
Approved by n Dale;

Distribution (by preparer):
Legislative Finance
Legislative Sponsor
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget
Impacted Agcncy(ics) page of




\ )
STATE OF ALASKA 1987 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
FISCAL NOTE
Bill Version: HB 256

REQUEST - Publish Date: HOUSE 4/27/87
Revision Date: _ Agency Affected: Public Safety
Title: An Act relating to driving BRU: Fish & Wildlife Protection
in the vicinity of the James Dalton..
Sponsor: Rules Comm./Governor Components:

Requestor: House Transportation

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:  (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 87 FYy 88 FY 89 FY 90 FYy 91 "EY 92
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
Grants, claims
MISCELLANEOQOUS
TOTAL operating 0 0 0 0 0

I CAPITAL

| REVENUE

TINDING::  (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUNDS 0 0 0 0 0

Federal funds

Other

total 0 0 0 0 DT
>0SITIONS:

FULL-TIME

part-time
temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

No fiscal impact is anticipated.

Prepared by: Kathy Niles, Administrative Ass"t Phone: 465-4336
Division: Commissioner®s Office Date: 4/22/87

Approved by Commissioner:
Agency: Public Safety

Distribution (by preparer):
Legislative Finance
Legislative Sponsor
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget
Impacted Agency(ies) page of
Senate Secretary






APRIL 21, 1988

I AM SURPRISED AAT THE HEAVY POLITICS BEING SHOWN IN ATTEMPTS TO PASS THE

MITCHELL EXPRESSWAY RILL. THIS IS STILL POOR LEGISLATION AND ATTEMPTS
IT WHEN LEGISLATORS HAVE MUCH MORE IMPORTANT LEGISLATION TO

LET IT DIE.

TO ~ASS
CONSIDER BOARDERS ON THE LUDICROUS.

Alaska S. Linck



Por
Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the v N /?,y."b— f i TV_,
committee name "

committee on \Y jL- dated — A. /M tN %X e -
bill/subject

Signed:
Testifier

Representing (Optional)
Address

Phone No.

9/86 LegnUtu* Irlormaticn Ollic*

Sm



jUlnsrttfl &tntc legislature

SENATOR KEN FANNING PO. BOX V-STATE CAPITOI.
PO BOX 80029 JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811
COLLEGE, ALASKA 99708 (907) 465-3880
Senate

MEMORANDUM

DATE: APRIL 21, 1988
T0: SENATOR LLOYD JONES
CHAIRMAN - TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE
FROM: SENATOR KEN F
RE: HB 437- ROBERT J. MITCHELL EXPRESSWAY

I WOULD LIKE TO CLARIFY MY POSITION REGARDING HB 437, RELATING TO THE ROBERT J. MITCHELL
EXPRESSWAY.  SINCE MY TESTIMONY WAS RECORDEI AT THE FAIRBANKS NORTH STAR BOROUGH LIBRARY
IN MARCH , 1986 1 HAVE REVIEWED A SUBSTANTIAL AMOUNT OF TESTIMONY RELATIVE TO THIS ISSUE.

I HAVE A GREAT DEAL OF RESPECT FOR ROBERT J. MITCHELL, HIS FAMILY, AND THIER CONTRIBUTIONS
TO THE FAIRBANKS COMMUNITY AS WELL AS THE STATE OF ALASKA.1 MUST AGREE HOWEVER, THAT

AT THIS TIME, CHANGING THE NAME OF THE HIGHWAY FOR SUCH A SHORT STRETCH MAY CREATE CONFUSION
FOR THE TRAVELLING PUBLIC AS WELL AS MAPMAKERS DEPENDENT ON SOME SORT OF CONTINUITY WITH

THE HIGHWAY NAME SYSTEM.

IT IS MY UNDERSTANDING THAT MANY PEOPLE HAVE RAISED VALID CONCERNS WITH THIS MATTER, THE
FAIRBANKS NORTH STAR BOROUGH HAS TAKEN NO POSITIVE ACTION AFTER TWO EXTENSIVE PUBLIC HEARINGS
IN WHICH THE MAJORITY OF TESTIMONY WAS IN OPPOSITION TO RENAMING THE 4MILES OF HIGHWAY. WITH
THE INFORMATION 1 HAVE MONITORED OVER THE PAST FEW YEARS , I THEREFORE DO NOT SUPPORT THE

PASSAGE OF HB 437.
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committee name
committee on I~f $ 3 7 dated L NN KA -
bill/subject *
7] H a \z'£H Yy NrffEo Ao/Zrt-w *xK A
0o (/ J
\% 5tcAo > A 1Ju > ERRLL c- filsJdtec
7 N * « * _ V <
T/)*4*hf i [JcSdyjir Tek 77* £5ii- * T STrif£,cf 77?j tUiiS ft*
N 1 -
TZ¢  &8&  ANQISI r y 0 tsf 12</4.&44AG
ViJh Ccu P o 777" &< T7-/Ixo tiy,r* sfrry
\j > - < & ~7~C Itoy KNO"/*Efi<H*
_ T tt?,, & *** w **V
A/0Q CHxt. C*Ci67
/ LA A W O AntN$t6jm
/hv& x*y ‘ry f't “Pt-'&/'C h

-<- Ir P-

sttrtA -i*
mf~Fs/ y Vv "% & «*£nm ~7*ti 3s/*i-% FE" K- o~ o []f
n - r /1hw
r*-v 1-/jj fAOjPA5v«U Cou ttiltr*,tr74» 7 070 C ofkutj? /#
/ - | y
#7 w /4 // ho S*»yki/ly W y& *./I*e
Sc I Ciop** e N
y A k [? PD / A shsr
Signed: ? | P<.*
Testifier \ y
t/\ P "/ "ovt~
Hepresentmg (upuonai, /, \ <7//,
IV<? W 2- y_ >
Abress - / Wi .
tt //L.& /jlv k] t?k 9 N7
ph°ne n°- y y r~ y 7 jy

9/68 Ug>*Utiv« Ipfofm«tior Oltic*



LETTER OF INTENT “VYO e C.

us 407

It is the intent of the Legislature that signs
idendifying the Robert J. Mitchell Expressway should also

contain in parentheses the name "Parks Highwayl below the nane

"*Mitchell ™.



Map shows new extension of GEORGE PARKS
IWY., beginning at overpass on Airport
Way to end at Richardson llwy. A strong

moverrent in the 1988 Legislature would TZe

call it: Robert J. Mitchell Expressway. «
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One iilucii -arungly xuggcstcd
that it 1,." culled the "Parks High
«j> Kxlcnviun." nr limply retain
Itie rijine ot the Parks Highway
Since lhe current Paiks Highway
cnil> at Alr|Kjrl Itnail with Mill- 138,
inile|aist numbering could simply
continue on (nr the m-xt (our miles
or so lill the highway intersected
with the Itiehurdsiiii near the prc
sent loth Avenue intersection It
wav suggesteil that this would lie
the least cotifu-.ing to everyone

Plhi r reasons espressed were

I'aiks Highway is what all
Pauh.i‘iksans will thinl o( u as.
and wilti all it because that is what

It actually is

Vvntivr 1J\

Del you know the Pair hanks adka
ties' One is "College." located on
the Parks Highway just west id
hairbatiks with a population of
3t><i The other is "Aurora 1llo
e<tlr<l as near as | <atilell Ix-tweeu
Fairbanks and lhe China Hut
Springs Hoad Ils pupnl.illoii is
I.lw

These Intelcsling ' facts' sonic
f10111 a Hand Mi Nally road map id
Alaska currently available at it 75
at youi friendly ucighbuihoud gas
station

Deadliorsc,” is marked as a
town on lhe same map. with a
population of 16J I'rudhoe Hay"
and Ueeehey Point" also are
maikrd with lhe ludilional little
ilnlea that indiealr they are
Inwin, though lhe index duesii |
supply [xi|nil.ilion figuirs

| lutind out all these things as a
result of Nancy Hakcr slriu rlo liar

idilor last week objecting to the
piolaivrd new name lot the end of
Hu I'aiks Highway, "The RobertJ
Miti hell tixpressway '™ She
lla>okht a now name (or the final
viri ti h of the Park, ILghway could
la- confusing It is true that we're
loaded with names lor pieces of
mails

ris obvious
one continuous stretch =( high
wray Why two names’ Very conlus
mg to visitors and even ' locals”
Verbal instructions could also la-
very confusing tor instance in
directing someone from North Pole
to Kstcr one might say, "Turn Icll
on the Holier! J Mitchell Ksprcss
way and drive about It inih v "
"Rut | v as told Kstcr is on the
Parks Highway How do | get to
that’ " Just keep going they
change the name (our mites down
the way

J

INJusl

Whal'.s

Kor example, there's Ihe Alaska
Highway. Kuutc i. from the border
tofhlla At that point, the Richard
son Highway .U lits way north from
Valdcr is Kuute 4 At Lielta some

kind ol magit lauses Houle 4lo I-e
transformed into Houte 1 lo Pair
banks Il almost stems as if Houle
4, the Klchardson Highway, ought
tostay (hat way until the end of lhe
road, at Fairbanks tut that imil
how they did it

In Fairbanks, meanwhile, the
lame road ilunges into lhe Strvve
Highway, though it is still Houle |
as far as Fox Then il becomes
Houle 6toCircle Oily Al lliol taunt,
too. Houle 3is transformed again
this time Into ihe Klliolt Highway
all the way tu the Manley Hot
Springs area wlwrc it ervl»

Someplace out there in the t.isen
goal areaiswhere'he Dalton High
way begins, fuimerit known a.
"The Tops Hoad. ' M Ita- Il ol
Hoad " Hrfore lhal Il was lhe
"Hirktl Highway when il was an
Ice iuad headed for Ihe North .vtoju
via Anakluvuk Pass The Pallon

mT j

err be signs midway

" Airport uvcrpasi In
firre the Parks Highway

Holiert J Mitchell K*
lends’

there is food (or thought
pggcstion lhal the new see
ITlie highw ay retain the name
PCeorge Parks Highway Mr
fitchell's (me contrihutioits to our
community might he belter re
mrmbored elsewhere lest his name
risk being rcmrmbercil unkindly,
and with iu-quency. as the source
of unnecessary hut legislated con
fusion
The matter is before tlie Senate
Transportation Committer is Sen
ate tlill 4M Apparently input and a
hearing is nciescury before new
federally funded highways arc
namrd
The nollte ill lhe |m|»* prior Il
(hr hearing might base drawn
more input it d had I<ui accompa
mrd by a map
Sincerely
Nans) | ee Raker

m a 9
ashHand McNall)

Highway on lhis map hai neitner
number nor name, though it it
labeled huth ‘reunited"” and
"undei eoiuliiH'tion Il alto has a
town called "Rig Lake™ up around
lhe North Fork not luo tar from
Vkiveman

Thismapvaysilis regularly up
dated ar.J revised ' and will keep
people Hum gelling lost Kvrnso it
seems tu me it this is llie beat they
can do v.e ought tu quit renaming
pieces of already named reads and
go another was

How about honoring our lamoua
people by naming pulbdfs for
them The VValter J lhckel Tur
naround. ' or The Rdl Sheffield
Krst Slop’ With a scenic aign and
a picnic table, it d be a wliole Ic4
better than i anting tourists to cusa
ua out as they wondn whatever
happemd tu the ruad they wrre
driving »n

Fairbanks Daily Nev/s Miner, Fairbanks, Alajka”™uesday, December 77, IW7-5

Move on to name Mitchell Expresssway

A move that mrl opjeiMlion two
yeari ago is bark on track lo have
the Alaska Legislature name the
new South Fairbanks Kxpressway
tn memory ol Hubert J Mitchell

The Fatrbatiks City Council Mon
day night by unanimous consent
adopted a resolution to that effect,
and apparently asimilar resolution
Is In the works for the Fairbanks
North Stsr Rorough Assembly's
consideration Jan 14

What remains is legislators’
commitment to Introduce bills to
officially change the name of the
roadway under construction Two
yeari ago. Sen Jack Coghill. R
N'enana, and Rep Sieve Frank. R
Fairbanks, Introduced bills, but
there was opposition The bills we

ren't reintroduced this year, but
Gary Wdken told the council Mon
day he's hopeful they will be intro
duced in I'M

Wilken said the p'slrbanki Cham
ber of Commerce board and Irans
portation committee both endorse
naming ihe expressway after
Mitchell

"For lhe benefit of ihoie who
didn't know Bob. he touted Fair-
bankiai much as anybody has I1't
been aald he gave (former mayor)
Hill Wood lessons He dal it before
there waa oil, before (here waa
Hate grants, before there was re
venue sharing He did It on his own
He had a can do attitude.” Wilken
said

Mitchell moved Ghcmm Con
struction Co lo Van Horn wtien it
waa still a dirt road Wdken said
Metro PTeld was a vision of Mitch
ell's and inthe early'70s. Milrhell
was a prime force in backing « rail
road spur to what has become the
Industrial area. h< added

There was one speaker Monday
who took issue with naming Hie ex
preasway alter Mitchell Shirley
Demienlleff aald she didn't know
Mitchell, but there's already a
raceway named for him Her com
plaint that so many public factli
ties aie named after people, but
few alter Native people or for Alas
ka events or features Demlentieff
then gave a suggested list ol
names

Council member Jerey Norum
told Demtentlelf thal her point was
well taken, but people need tocome
forward with suggested names in a
timely manner The borough has
the responsibility for naming
streets and its own public facilities,
be said

Aafortheeipresvway.U’ae ‘ale
highway, and naming It requires
legislative action Oonstructtonbe
gnn this summer and will continue

neat season on building overpasses
crossing South Cushman Street,
and a new road parallel lo30th Ave
nue Tins lection eventually will
link the Itichardsoo Highway and
South Cushm.iii area via (he new
road wilh lhe I'eget Alrpoet Way
Harks Highway expressway Traf
fie will be able lo go from the
Htchardvon (o ihe Parka Highway
without traveling on Airport Way

UmATKi JANUARY 1988
Senate B ill 461 V House B ill 664. introduced try Senator
Coghill and Representative Steve Frank in Feb. 1986, would

hive ruxnrx the last four miles of the PARKS HIGHWAY,

the 'Robert J. Mitchell

Fbcpressway*, The bllln

passed both house? in April. 1986.

Mow, after two years,
them again. Since this
tbo b ills will have new nunters.
legislators this tine
like the City Council,
oroe, in order to make

approval.

there is preparation to

almost

Intreduoe

is a new session of the Legislature

Has strategy of the
is to go after the large bodies,

Borough Asanrtoly, CJvntnr of Cam-
it appear thit there is broad public

tint tie higfiway Iws already been rvmnd.

TT** highway can oily be nerval by legislative action,

THIS IS mMTT miE.

that his not yet taken place. Your legislators

into office ty you;

your input to them cn this

Things you tead or hear nviy lead you to assure

and

are voted

siiiject

at tie earliest prv.stble date can help the QXXkX t'AJ9C>

IMY. keep Ibe mui n.me fron its beginning at the Glmn

Highway to its rod at

Write to tlrm. Pouch V. Juneau 99811.

the Richardson Highway.

See Phcnc nu tiers

ujl**r right hrxl cnmer of trap to send free Legislative

Cbinicn Messages.
let lor

Talk cn Legislative Toloitnfermcrs.
officials h«W\r your views.

|E [1"*Vtajlor "P&i
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Falrbanfcsr-AK 99701 All material below, including map refers to:
F I R B N S Mile 349 Richardson Ilwy.’ (02)
For «lust 13 miles SE of Fairbanks.

CAMPERS & CAR (32) NORTH COUNTRY INN 488-4040; Santa
TRAVELERS Clous Lone downtown, next to Santa’s Suds. A

family restaurant. Breakfast, sandwiches,
lunch & dinner specials. Mexican specialties.

@ SANTA’SSUDS 488-9405; Santa Claus Lane
next to North Country Inn. Modern coin-
operated laundry. 8nm-10pm daily.

SANTA CLAUS HOUSE 488-2200; Rich-
ardson Hwy between both North Pole exits.
Alaskan gifts, souvenirs, toys, Christmas items.
Summers 8am-7pm.

(7) SUNSHINE TRAVEL 488-4502; Colonial
Plaza, Badger Rd. Full service, specializing in
Alaska local & arctic tours. M-F 8:30-5:30; Sat
9-4. See also two Fairbanks locations.

NORTH POLE VISITOR CENTER
488-2242; Richardson Hwy. at Mission Rd.
9am-6pm. M-Snt.

CORK’S PITSTOP 488-2800; lesoro (as.
diesel, unleaded supreme, propane & service.

(Lund's Frozen Yoffiirt. Church's Chicken.
American Tire Warehouse. Beaver Brook
Mull. Badger Rd. near Richardson Hwy.

NORTH POLE PLAZA MALL Rich-
ardson Hwy. at Santa Claus I.n. Market Has-
ket Supermarket with pharmacy 11 shops
including North Polo Foto. Texaco (ins,
super unleaded, propane. Dump Station,
water.

KJINP 488-2210— Drive in Mission Rd. for' uu A
Christian & family station. Visitors welcome. 100.3 FM,
1170 AM. Ch 4 TV.

M.ip in not to -cale ami some di- /\ Campground) or Camper farkinn
rection- an- 'off" m order to pro-
vide a ximpli- overview and Shopping Mull- xh tmI* reverse side!
orientation aid COMMENTS . SHADED AREAS: Downtown
APPRECIATED Box 1992. 1’ tints of Interest A- Sponsors Fairbanks, North Pole.
Fairbanks 99707 Mutch to numbers on reverse side. University of Alaska
RV DUMP STATIONS /2\ CHENA RIVER STATE CO; University Ave. /5\ ROADS END RV PARK 488-0295; Mi. 35G M.U 3*1
Cripple Creek Resort Ester 51 sites. Tables, fireplaces, water, restrooms. Richardson Hwy. Restrooms, showers, full hook- _C*ﬂ?ri
City Dump Station 2nd Ave. nell Alaskulund tlumpstation, picnic sites, Ixmt ramp. 5day limit ups. Parking $7. Hookups & showers extra. rrtjtt
Russell's Texaco Third St at Old Sleese No hookups. _
Russell’s Tesuro 12th Ave. and Noble ,/g\ NORTH POLE PARK; 5th Ave. North Bole.
Mike's Chevron College Rd near University Ave Nine spaces for tents only. Restrooms, water.
Alaska Chevron lllinois at Minnie St. /3\ NORLITE CO 452-4206; Private. I'eger Rd. «IT OUT-OF-TOWN STATE CAMPGROUNDS.
Texaco Minute Man Noble at (JafTm-y Airport Rd Restrooms, showers, |aundry, dump Toilet facilities. water piCﬂiC tables. no hOOkUpS More A CHENA LAKES R ECREAT ION ) AREA
. station, full hookups, grocery. information, Alaska l)iv. Barks. Sportsman's Way off Air- 488-1655; Laurence Rd. ut Mi. 347 Richardson
A TANANA VALLEY CO 456-7956; 2 mi. port Way. Ph. 479-4114 Hwy Drive in 2.6 miles to entrance 78 campsites,
College Rd. on busrt 010 Restrooms, show- T ' o _ 92 picnic siteson 2,000 acres. Toilets, water, dump
ers, laundry, water, dump station, tables, ;4\ ALASKALAND 152-4529. Parking only for self- Lap";;g';:j::j oo watrd ! I”I'v'vyE”"" Hhiwy o station, no hookups. Large lake for swimming and
fireplaces, wood for sale. Tenters welcome. contained vehicles. No toilets. No hookups. 5 day 27 Mil* CO 27 ml Chvnn Hut Sprout* Itd 3N Unit* non-motorized boats, (river for motorized* Boat

$9. No hookup*. limit. $5 a night. Increase expected. 39 Mil*CO 39 mi Chrna Hot Spring* Itd 18 unit* rentals, concessions. $6 overnight. $3 day use.



WELCOME TO FAIRBANKS! We hope this

ittle map has helped you anticipate your visit hero

nd/or contributed to the enjoyment >fyour stay.
Pleasescrutinize both the map and the buck side t
fit You will find it contains much information you |
| “arc looking for plus other interesting tidbits. Ifyou ?
| have found it useful please mention it to various |
Fairbanksans, including sponsors. This will help 5
maintain continued support of its publication. Com- |
ments appreciated. 5
N.L. Baker P.O. Box 1332 - Fairbanks. AK 99707 j

‘Number* 9. 10 iimi 17 dnnot hnvo [tKitinns nn the map

ENHANCE YOUR
ALASKAN EXPERIENCE

(?) SUNSHINE TRAVEL 479-2238/4206; Airport
Way frontage Rd. near University Mall. ALSO
corner Minnie & OIld Steese Hwy. (452-8992) in
white colonial building next to Burger King. Full
service agency specializing in Alaska Adventure,
local & arctic tours, ferry reservations. M-F
8:30nrn-6prn;Sat 9am-4pm (Minnie & Steese only).

(?) RIVERBOAT DISCOVERY 479-6673; Dale
Rd, off Airport Way. Scenic four-hour river cruise
aboard authentic sternwheelers. Live narration
with dog sled demonstration and stop ashore at
Indian river village. $25 adults. $17 children Re-
servations advised. 8:45am & 2pm departures.

(?) ALASKALAND 452-4529; Airport Wav. Gold
Rush Town. Big Stampede Show, Pioneer Mu-
seum. Mining Village, Square Dance Hall
(158-53501, concessions, picnic area, hike & boat
rental, entertainment. Shops open llam-9pm
Free Tram Train picks up at most hotels 10 times
daily.

@LASKA PUBLIC LANDS INFOR-
MATION CENTER 451-7352; Courthouse
Sg.. Third & Cushman, lower level. Exhibits,
books, movies.

(T) CHENA RIVER FLOATS & BIKE RENT-
" ALS; Aluxkalund boat dock. Enter from I’'eger Rd
or Alnskatand. Enjoy bike trails on 3-speeds or the

Chcna in inflatable canoes. 1Inm-8pm daily.

(tT) TAN ANA VALLEY STATE FAIR

w GROUNDS 452-3750; College Rd FAIIt. Aug
8-16, 1987; open 1lurn-10pm. Commercial & com-
petitive exhibits, midway, rodeo, entertainment,
food. Adults $1 Children $2 Seniors $3. Family
Sun-Feat Solstice celebration June 13-21

CHENA HOT SPRINGS RESORT
452-7867; 56 paved miles Chena Hot Springs Rd
Indoor pool, whirlpool bathes, rustic cabins or
modem hotel rooms, lodge, camping, lots of out-
door activities. Enjoy a real Alaskan expern nee.

©’LEASANT VALLEY ANIMAL PARK
488-3967; 22Vt mi. Chena Hot Sp. Rd. Moose,
bison, Canada geese & more. Roam and photo-
graph on foot or on horse drawn wagon. Farm
setting for kids. RV overnight parking. 110 hook-
ups. Water available.

(?) CRIPPLE CREEK RESORT 479-2500. Es-
ter. off Purks Highway. Historic mining camp.
Mulcmute Snloon where legendary "Shooting of
Dan McGrew” come to life. Ibinkhouse Bostone
runt features “all you can eat" cri.b dinner. See
Photosymphony of Aurora Borealis, shops for
browsing. Hotel doubles $33. RV Parking, Dump
Station, water. Transportation available.

Q j OUTBOUND RV RENTALS 474-0968: Expe-
rience Alaska in the comfort of a motorhome ex-
ploring the breathtaking scenery of Alaska. We
have a wide variety of motorhomes to put you
within easy reach of Alaska’ finest attractions

10) RED HAT TOURS 457-3000/479-3561; Fair-
bankssightseeing tours. The only way to really see
Fairbanks. Your guides live here!!

ALASKANA
ARTS, CRAFTS, JEWELRY

(n)THE LAST RUSH TRADING POST

" 457-4535; Mi. 4 Old Steese Hwy. at beginning of

Chena Hot Springs Rd. Alaskan gold jewelry made

on premises. Raw nuggets. Wide variety of Alas-

kan gilts, mining & trapping artifacts. Open
9um*7pm. Photograph picturesque log cabins!!

12) ESKIMO MUSEUM & GIFT SHOP
488-6868; Mi. 356 Richardson Hwy., 6 mi. S. of
Fairbanks. Beautiful log structure houses large
Alaskan wildlife specimens. Gift shop features
ivory, a variety of Alusknnn items and souvenirs.

@’E RDUE’'SJEWELRY 456-5105; Courthouse
Sq downtown. Also Shopper's Forum Mull Mas-
ter Goldsmith over 25 vears.

@ ARCTIC TRAVELERS GIFT SHOP
456-7080; Corner Second Ave. & Cushman, down-
town Native cruft* are the specialty, with demon-
strations 7 day* a week Also Alaskan jewelry,
gtflwure & souvenir* 8am-10pm.

LODGING

J 4) GOLDEN NORTH MOTEL 479-6201; Take
Sportsman’ll Wav olT Aigxirt Way to Old Airport
Itd., or exit from Park* Hwy. westbound. Cable
TV., in-room coffee, shower tub. Continental
breakfast. Airport courtesy car. Park at each unit.

(1?) KLONDIKE INN, LOUNGE & DINING
HALL 479-6241; Airport Way near University
Ave. Enter from frontage rd. by Sunshine Travel or
from University Ave. Large roomswith TV, phone,
shower & tub, kitchens. Family units, coin laun-
dry, ample parking each unit. Reasonable prices.

(16) SUPER 8 MOTEL 451-8888; 1909 Airport Way,
next to Denny's Restaurant. Color TV, shower &
tub, phone, laundry facilities. Airport courtesy car.
Non-smoking rooms available. Near Alaskaland,
restaurants, and theater.

17) FAIRBANKS BED ANI) BREAKFAST
452-4967; FOB 74573, Fairbanks, AK 99707.
Single $36. Double $48 plus tax.

DINING
Cocktails Available — Comfortable Casual Diess
Always Acceptable

(7) TWO RIVERS LODGE 488-6815; Mi. 16
Chena Hot Springs Rd. Providing finest in gour-
met dining & true Alaskan hospitality since Ter-
ritorial days. Featuring Fresh Seafood flown in
daily. Prime Itib. tender aged Steak, tantalizing
Appetizers, world renowned Desserts byStasha.
Rave reviews have appeared in world-wide pub-
lications. Wed-Sat 5-10pm: Sun 3-9pm. Reserv-
ations recommended. Open year round.

Note *7 refer* 10 a »cpurutr point* iif init-rt-*! nil on I'tn-n.i Hot
Sprinu* Itd

(1?) TURTLE CLUBA457-3883; Mi. IOStoesellwy. in
historic Fox. A fine dinner house, Prime rib in 3
appetite sizes, giant prawns, lobster. BBC) ribs
(Wed. Th, Sun). Salad Bar. Dinner 6-10pm Wed-
Sut; 5%9 Sun. Reservations recommended. Ex-
tended Lounge hours.

(Hi) NORTH COUNTRY INN 457-8289; Mi. 10'
Steese Expressway in Fox. Full dinner menu,
steaks, prune rib, seafood. Music for good listening
and dancing in lounge. Frivolous Foxie Follies
nightly in summer. RV parking o.k. See per-
mafrost ice clilT in back of building

OTHER GOOD EATING

(2( DENNY’S —Farthest north Denny’s in the world!
Airport Rd next to Super 8 Motel

(21) CLAUDIO’S 451-8500; Second St next to Steese
Expressway. Cun enter from Old Steese or across
from Guvora Mall. Wholesome lItalian dishes, fine
pastries. Lunch llam-3pm, dinner 5-9pm. "Lower
48" prices. Closed Sunday Delightful decor.

AUTO & PEOPLE NEEDS

22) FAIRBANKS MUFFLER & AUTO RE-
PAIR 452-2511; S. Cushman at Van Horn Rd
Complete exhaust systems, brakes, shock*, wheel
alignment,trailerhitches Largostall*undouUidi-
ureu for all Rv*. Usually service while you wait

23) AUTO SERVICE COMPANY, TOYOTA-
VOLVO-GOODYEAR. 456-6217; 3285 S.
Cushman. Full line Goodyear tiref for cars, RVs,
& trucks. Complete automotive service center.
M-F 8am-6pm; Sat 10nm-5pm. (tires only).

(24) MOBAT TIRE & AUTOMOTIVE 452-7131;
3601 So. Cushman at Van Horn Rd. Micbelin &
Dunlop tires. Brakes, front end alignment &
siiocks. Cun accommodate lurgest RVs. Com-
petitive prices.

(25) TOTEM CHEVRON 456-4606; Corner Gaffney
& Barnette St. Atlas tires, batteries & accessories.
Mechanic on duty. Good old-fashioned service or
self-serve. 7am-10pm. (Sunday 8am-8pm).

26) FAIRBANKS SMALL ENGINE 456-6202.
Van Horn between Lathrop & Peger. We service
most small gas generators and sell Toro Products.

27) UNIVERSITY AVE. CAR & TRUCK
W ASH; University Ave. near College Rd., next to
C&J's drive-in. Coin-operated, 24 hours a day,
large paved area and bays for largest RVs.

(28) LKI COMMUNICATIONS 452-7990; Corner
Van Horn Rd. & International Way. For all ofyour
C.B. & radio accessory needs,

@ ARCTIC RENT-A-CAR 451-0111; Airport
frontage Rd. between Gillum & Cushman. Free
pickup airport, "B&B", hotels, train Credit card or
cash deposit. Active military, AARP, AAA dis-
counts. Cars Vans. Reasonable rates incl. map.

(30) B&C LAUNDROMAT. SHOWERS & DRY
CLEANING; Campus Corner. College Rd. &
University Ave. Also Engle Pla/a. Third St. &
Steese Expressway. Summers: 8am-midnight.

(?) AURORA ANIMAL CLINIC 452-6055; Col-
lege Rd. near Aurora Dr. Mon-Fri 8nm-I lam und
2pm-5pm; Sat 10am-2pm.

MAJOR SHOPPING MALLS

| A| BENTLEY MALL —College Rd. & Old Steese
Hwy. Safeway, Pay & Save with pharmacy
(456-21511. 30 other shops, including A Touch of
Gold, gold nugget jewelry.

B GAVORA MALL —3rd St. between Old Steese
and Steese Expwy. Market Basket: Pay & Save
llotne Center und 7 other shops including Fair-
banks Fast Foto.

[F[C-[SHOPPER’S FORUM - Airport Way & Cow-
les Market Basket Supermarket plus 15 other
shops, including Fairbanks Fust Foto. Perdue’
Jewelry (also in Courthouse Sg. downtown).

[TTTUNIVERSITY CENTER MALL - Airport
Way at University Ave. Safeway, Pay & Save
with paurmncy (479-4289) 21 other ahops
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HB 437
FISCAL NOTE ATTACHMENT HOUSE 2/19/88

(Replace Parks Highway Signs with Mitchell Expressway Signs)

ANALYSIS:

The name change of this section of highway from Parks Highway to Mitchell
Expressway will require replacing the old signs with 271 square feet of
new signs. The contract price for the new signs will range between $40
to $50 per square foot, placing the cost of the change between $8,688

to $10,880.

It may be necessary’ to replace some of the support structures, as the
new signs are larger than the old, due to the increase in the number of
letters in the legend.

Several of the signs are located on signal mast arms and the increased
size of the sign will necessitate checking the structural adequacy of
the signal poles and mast arms with new signs. If the signal poles are
not adequate for the new sign legend, it may become necessary to
decrease the size of the legend below what is considered acceptable in
the Federal Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices.
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Interior
Business Products, Inc.
3180 Peger Road
P.O. Box 74690. Fairbanks. AK 99707

907 456-1104

March 25, 1986.

To Whom 1t May Concern:

As a property owner and life-long resident of Alaska, I
wholeheartedly support the naming of the ™"30th Avenue Bypass",
the Robert J. Mitchell Expressway.

Bob Mitchell has made a lasting impact on the development of
our community. More specifically, Bob contributed to much of
the growth in South Fairbanks and the area south of Van Korn
Road. His very business located along Cushman Street, along
with his development of Metro Industrial Airport, inspired many
others to follow. Without his dedication and early belief 1in
Fairbanks®™ future the need for this bypass would probably be
many years yet in the future.

It would be most fitting to name this highway in honor of one
of Alaska®s pioneers who gave so much of his time to his

community. Please designate the "30th Avenue Bypass"™ the
Robert J. Mitchell Expressway.

Sincerely,

Bill Gordon
Vice President

Ir/BG



March 26, 1986

Senator Jack Coahil 1
Alaska State Leaislature
Pouch V  (MS 3100)
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Coghill:

It has come to my attention that there is a bill or resolution before
the legislature reaarding the naminci of the new South Fairbanks Exnresswav.
As proposed, this exDressway between the Airport Road overpass and the Dro-
posed Richardson Hiahway overoass would be named the "Bob Mitchell Memorial
Expressway."

I knew Bob since 1 was a child, and later on had the areat fortune of
working for him durino my high school and college years*. | learned a areat
deal about life and the value of good hard work during this time. Bob was
a very fine man, and was heavily involved in the development of this South
Fairbanks industrial area, rail spur, and road system.

I think that the naming of this expressway after Bob would be a very
fitting tribute to a fine, hiahly-reaarded individual. 1 would welcome
and appreciate your support in this matter.

Sincerely,

Pete Eaaan
Box 1170
Fairbanks. Alaska 99707



March 25, 1936

Senator Jack Coahill
Alaska State Leoislature
Pouch V. (MS 3100)
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Coohill:

I respectfully reauest your consideration in naming that section of
the South Fairbanks Expressway, between the Airnort Road overoass and the
nroDosed Richardson Hinhwav overpass, the "Rob Mitchell Memorial Express-
way"" .

Mr. Mitchell was a very fine individual and very instrumental in the
development of the South Fairbanks Industrial area and its road system.

Thank you for your consideration on this request.

Very truly yours,

DI. ..

Box 1170
Fairbanks, Alaska 99707
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Mark B. Eingstad

502 Monroe Street
Fairbanks, Alaska 90701

(907) 156-5784

February 17, 1988

Teleconference
Fairbanks, Alaska

Subject: Naming of the new expressway.

I support the name ™"Bob iMitchel.l Expressway™ for the

new expressway.

Bob Mitchell was one of the earliest and longest freights
haulers over Interior Highways.

Historically,in Alaska,highways have been named after

people connected with the highways.
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Text from Public Hearing in Fairbanks
Thursday, March 27, 1986
On House Bill 664, Senate Bill 461

12 Noon to Two P.M., Noel Wien Public Library

Senator Coghill

"Okay, we will bring our public hearing to order and its 12:10 p.m. and
its the 27th of March 1986. The purpose of the hearing today is to
discuss and gather opinions on House Bill 664 and Senate Bill 461, Both
entitled an act relating to naming the Robert J. Mitchell Expressway.
My name is Jack Coghill and 1 am chairman of the Senate Transportation
Committee. It is my responsibility to hold the hearing. In order for
us to name a road or a expressway after a person using federal funds we
have to have a public hearing in the area in which it is going to
effect.

I have known Bob Mitchell for as long as 1 can recall, 1 rem".mber when
he was working with the old road commission. After we all got out of
the service he had already started his truck and tractor business. A
lot of us boys, when we got out of the service, the first place that we
went was to work with Bobby Mitchell. We were either greasing cats or
working iIn one way or another. It was his way of keeping the home town
boys going. After he expanded to the point that he had a freight
service and got involved with Ghemm Company and was involved and was a
tremendous supporter of the Interior of Alaska...the purpose of
projecting this name forward as far as the transportation committee is
concerned 1is that it is time that we in Alaska start naming some of our
road and rights-of-ways after our old timers that are our
contemporaries. We have people signing up, and as you come in we would
like you to come forward and sit on one of che front seats so that we
can tape you and put you in the record."

Senator Coghill read the letter from Bruce Stacer, dated March 26, 1986.

*#X



Testimony from Public Hearing
March 27, 1986
Page 2

Testimony Given

Francis Erickson

1205 10th Avenue

Fairbanks, AK 99701

456-5358

"1 am also a life long Alaskan, 1 have lived in Fairbanks for 64 years.
I believe that this is very fine and very commendable, however, there
are a lot of other pioneer truckers in this country that have not had
much recognition, like Gezzy (spelling?) and Roggy (spelling?) just to
name two. | think that it is about time that we get these older timers
in. As far as a pioneer trucker, of course, Bobby started in 1945-46
after the war; and his partner Gerhattv, and his family, are certainly
well know here. They have extended themselves over quite some expanse.
Clyde is going to be the grand president of the grand igloo here in a
couple of years. | think that he deserves some recognition also.

There are quite a few here, and as far as the Railroad Spur and the
Mitchell race way and so on, there are other partners in that enterprise
that never have received some recognition either. 1 don"t know if you
have to be deceased to receive recognition, but it kind of seems that
way. | think that it is about time that we turned to some of the others
here. Don"t misunderstand, 1 was a friend of Bob Mitchell®"s and knew
him all my life, but you people have a little more say so and when you
get behind all of these things, it seems that when | read in the paper
it has already been done. Py the time that we get here and get to the
hearing...this is the first time we heard of it. 1 didn"t have time
for...well to get background on some others that | would have named
probably, because | just read it in the paper yesterday. So sometimes,

I feel that we need a little more advanced warning of these hearing
too."



Testimony from Public Hearing
March 27, 1986
Page 3

Joe Tremarello
Box 80974
College, AK 99753

"1 am a forty year resident of the Fairbanks area and 1 feel that it is
very appropriate, and certainly support, House Bill 664 and Senate Bill
461 as stated. Not only for Bob®"s contribution to the area of
construction, but as a parent raising his family here and his support to
my background in teaching. His support to the schools and the staff
over the years has been commendable. He did a lot for youth and I feel
that it would be very appropriate to name this expressway after Bob."

Ken Fanning
Box 80292
College, AK 99708

"1 would like to concur on the previous comments. | appreciate the fact
that you are considering naming something after somebody of recent
generation who, in fact, has left a strong family unit that is
continuing on that way. | think, personally, that it is a good idea to
consider naming this road after people that are continuing to support
the community."

Oliver Backlund
No Address Given
President of the Fairbanks Pioneers Igloo

"l support this bill, 1 think that there is going to be a lot of other
roads that we can name a lot of other Alaska pioneers after. | think
Robert Mitchell was really active in the area and a respected local
businessman. 1 really support this bill."

Joe Balch
7665 Salcha Road
Salcha, AK 99714

"1 like Mitchell, although that was a few years ago, to tell you the
truth. | would like to see the roads named after a man that was so
industrial instead of some politician. He has seen his schooling
through the school of hard knocks, actually, and 1 think that this is an
appropriate name for it."



Testimony from Public Hearing
March 27, 1986

Page Fc.ur

Shirley Demientieff
1205 Kennicott
Fairbanks, AK 99701

"l have been in Fairbanks for twenty years in all and | was born and

raised in Nenana, as you know Mr. Coghill. 1 have no problem with
naming roads after people. That does not bother me at all. 1 like the
idea of the "South Expressway, |1 chink that it is long overdo, 1 think

that it is something that we really needed. But my problem, Jack, is
that when 1 first heard the name 1 said Who is Robert Mitchell?” So

far | heard...l don’t even know if he is dead or alive...with no
disrespect, | have no idea of his contributions have been. I am
assuming that he is someone who is a good guv. My idea is a little bit
different. 1 would think that...Natives make a population of 10-15% of

the statewide population now and there is really nothing named after
Native people in the interior...

What I would like to see is that the expressway be named after our
champion dog racer. George Attla, seven time winner of the North
American, eleven time winner of the Rondevue in Anchorage. He is a
Huslia Hustler, he lives in North Pole, he will be using that road.
That would be something that would be current, that is well known; when
you ask who George Attla is, nobody is going to say Wwho is George
Attla?” they are going to know who he is. It would be something that I
would be extremely proud or and that other people could be extremely
prc-d of too. 1 just heard about this early this week but 1 have been
able to get these names of people. This is strictly grass roots, not
going anywhere other chan FNA and Tanana Chiefs. Those are over a
hundred names of people that feel the same way that 1 do about this
expressway. (Ms. Demientieff brought a petition to the table and
presented it to Senator Coghill) That (the petition) is in support of
the name "George Attla Expressway."

Pete Eagan

P.0. Box 1170
Fairbanks, AK 99701
456-4793

"My name 1is Pete Eagan, | was born and raised here in Fairbanks and 1
have known Bob Mitchell since | was a child. He was a real good friend
of my family"s. Later on I had the honor to have worked for Bob when 1
was in high school and college. | learned a great deal from Bob. He
was a very fine man, well liked by everyone in town. He had a terrific
sense of humor, and he was definitely from the old school, where your
word was your bond. If Bob told you he would do something, he would do
it. He was very involved in the whole development of the South
Fairbanks, Industrial area and 1 think that this would be a very fitting
tribute to Bob to name this new expressway after him. Thank you."



Testimony from Public Hearing
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Harold R. Herning

Box 1792

Fairbanks, AK 99701

488-2291

"1 knew Bob for 43 years up until the time of his death. 1 think Baob,

of all the people in Fairbanks, probably is one our truest Alaskans we
have ever had. He was truly Alaskan in every sense and the naming in
appropriate. This is his home ground. That is his life, to develop
that area and 1 think that it is no more than appropriate that a man of
his caliber be recognized. There is nothing that can be said about 3ob
that is wrong. The only thing that can be said is praise as far as Bob
is concerned. 1 thank you."

Jim Desmond
No Address Given

"1 would certainly like to testify for the bills to name the Expressway
the Robert J. Mitchell. | knew Bob for years and years. A wonderful
man, and inspiration to all the people that were mv age when 1 was a
teenager when we interacted with Bobby a lot. And I certainly feel that
he is worthy of the honor."

Terry P. McLean
1907 Capital
Fairbanks, AK 99709

"Yes, Jack, 1 would like to testify in favor of the Robert J. Mitchell
Expressway. | personally owe a great deal to Robert Mitchell and his
partners in Ghemm Company. | was able to complete my education at the
University of Alaska due co theii summer and winter employment. Bobby
Mitchell was always a friend as well as the boss. Although when he made
up his mind to do something it was often difficult to get him to change
his mind, he would always hear you out or listen to your suggestions and
ideas. Although Air North is no longer flying it provided jobs for many
many people and pilots that are today flying jets all over the United
States and the World. Bobby Mitchell worked thousands of hours to
building the runway at Metro Field and was always able to help people,
no matter what the situation. Thousands of people have enjoyed stock
car racing because Bobby Mitchell and Ghemm company allowed GFRA to
build the race way across from the float pond at Metro Field. Manv of
the roads that were built that will intertie with the Expressway were
built by Bobby Mitchell or people that he helped provide employment for.
I feel that it really makes sense to honor those that have helped build
the community and the character of the people living in the Fairbanks
area."
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Mark Ringstad

502 Monroe Street
Fairbanks, AK 99701
456-5734

"1 knew Bob Mitchell all my life, was raised with him here in Fairbanks.
Bob was in the construction industry and trucking industry all of his
adult life. He was one of the prime movers for the railroad to go to
the South Fairbanks area. He was one of the major developers of the
entire Van Horn Road area. | think that it is most Tfitting and most
appropriate to name that expressway after him."

Gary Wilken
2600 Riverview Drive
Fairbanks, AK 99701

"l carry with me some written testimony, Senator, from Bill Cordon and a
letter from Pete EaganSr. and Dan Eagan, they are out of town and
wanted to be sure that they heard today. Just a couple of things...it

is difficult for me totalk about Bob Mitchell, he was such a big part of
my life, Bob, as far as the South Fairbanks area, we all know, was cr.e
of the leaders in developing that area. | went to work with Bob in the
early sixties when there was nothing but adirt road and he lead us off
into the muskeg and said "this shall be a airport.” So, we know chat he
was one of the people that was instrumental. To name that highway after
him is very fitting. | appreciate the opportunity to provide testimony
and look forward to bills passing. Thanks, appreciate the opportunity."

Nancy l.ee Baker
49 Timberland Drive
Fairbanks, AK 99701

"1 would like to comment, and I amgoing tocomment before 1 read the
bill, my idea is that the roadshould be called the ParksHighway
Extension, because that is what it logically is. That is what people
will call it naturally. One reason that 1 an a little concerned is that
I happen to make a small map myself (in the record). To put another
name on it, for map makers and for tourists it seems to me that it would
be utter confusion. Logically it i3 the Parks Highway extension. |1
have a lot of respect for the person named here, but that is beside the
point. 1 don"t think that we have a right to goaround confusing the
public."
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Walley Burnett
1901 Crosson
Fairbanks, AK 99701

"Senator Coghill, it is nice to be here. Yesterday | talked to a couple
of people and they mentioned that there was a possibility that they
wouk be naming the South Fairbanks Expressway. Bob Mitchell was a long
time Fairbariksan from a long time Fairbanks family. He was very
instrumental in developing the Van Horn and Peger Road, in which this
road will be passing through. If you will recall in the early days of
the pipe line, Bob Mitchell was one of the main people involved in the
development of the Railroad that went into theSouth Fairbanks a™ea. He
moved lots of gravel and made lots of roads, often with out pay. |1 feel
that when we drive back and forth on Airport Road, Van Horn and Peger,
and we do go through the expressway, we do think of our good friend Sob
Mitchell. | whole heartedlv would like to give my approval of putting
his name into naming it the Mitchell Expressway."

Harvey Marlin
665 10th Ave.
Fairbanks, AK 99701

"l have lived in Fairbanks since 1929 and have know Bob Mitchell from
that day forward. Not only as a classmate, jtas a good and personal
friend. When it came to my attention that r is expressway was to be
named, perhaps anyway, in memory of Bo’ :hell, 1 was very definitely
impressed and | still am. 1 think th it is a very wise move. Bob was
a gentleman that promoted for the City of Fairbanks all of his working
years. As a matter of fact, he began his working career with the Alaska
Road Commission. Both he and his partner began a trucking operation
from Valdez to Fairbanks with the assistance of the veterans aid. There
again they continued on in to the highway program, Clyde previous to
that was a master mechanic to the road commission. Bob Mitchell has
always been associated with the road system and has always done a great
amount over and above walking the extra mile to make the roads within
our community better, not always for pay, by the way. I think that this
is a very wise choice and | am one thousand percent in favor of it."
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Con Frank

200 Gold Dust Drive
Fairbanks, AK 99707
479-2828

hell, 1 would like to sav that 1 would endorse the naming of this
section of highway for Robert Mitchell. 1 have known him almost forty
years since | came to Alaska. He was one of the first people chat I net
when | came here. | have been a partner with him and closely associated
with him for twenty years. He was a very positive personand dedicated
a lot of his efforts to the developmentof Fairbanks, and especinllv the
South Fairbanks area. He started out on South Cushman, he and his
partner, started in there in 1948-49 and then gradually moved further
south there to the Van Horn Road area. I would just like to sav that 1
would endorse this naming."

Senator Coghill

"Thank you very much Mr. Frank, is there anyone else that would like to
make a statement? If not, then our public hearing is closed. This will
be transcribed and will be put into the record. It will be used in the
deliberation of both the House and Senate. They may want to have more

hearings. If that is the case, then chic will be part of that record."



In roduced by: Mayor andCouncil
D. .e: December 21, 1987
RESOLUTION NO. 2918

A RESOLUTION TO MEMORIAL ZE AND NAME THE
ROBERT J. MITCHELL EXPRESSWAY.

WHEREAS, Robert J. Mitchell, a life-long Alaskan
and resident of theinterior, was in early adulthood an
employee of the Alaska Road Commission anda founder of
Mitchell Truck and Tractor, an early interior Alaska

transportation company; and

WHEREAS, Mitchell was one of the founders of
GHEMM, 1Inc., an important Alaska construction firm, and was one
of the fTirst persons to develop the potential of the current
South Fairbanks 1industrial area; and

WHEREAS, through Mitchell"s efforts a rail spur
was constructed from Fairbanks through the South Fairbanks
industrial area to the east side of the international airport;
and

WHEREAS, the new South Fairbanks Expressway is
immediately adjacent to the area developed by Mitchell and with
which he was deeply 1involved before passing away on
February 23, 1980; and

WHEREAS, Mitchell Ileft behind a legacy of the
strong family unit, friendship to all, knowledge of the value
of positive thought and undaunted faith in the future of

Fairbanks and Alaska; and



WHEREAS, the City of Fairbanks wishes to remember
Robert J. Mitchell®s positive contribution to the people of the
interior and to the development of the South Fairbanks
industrial area.

NOW, THEREFORE, 9S IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF FAIRBANKS, ALASKA, that the section of the
Alaska Highway System from the new Airport Road Interchange to

the Richardson Highway 1is to be named the Robert J. Mitchell

Expressway.
PASSED and APPROVED this 21st day of December,
1987 .
3ILL WALLEY, Mayor
ATTEST:

b> . Cw—____
CARMA 3. ROBERSON, City Clerk

00902
pb:  bj

Page 2
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RESOLUTION 1 - 1287

A RESOLUTION NAMING THE ROBERT J. MITCHELL EXPRESSWAY

WHEREAS, Robert J. Mitchell was a life-long Alaskan and a life-long resident
of the interior, born on November 2, 1918 and;

WHEREAS,  Mr. Mitchell was an employee of the Alaska Road Commission during
early adulthood and, was a founder of Mitchell Truck and Tractor
an early Interior Alaska transportation company and,

WHEREAS, Robert J. Mitchell was one of the founders ofGHEMM, Inc., and
was one of the first persons to develop the potential of the cur-
rent South Fairbanks industrial area and;

WHEREAS,  Through Robert J. Mitchell"s efforts, a major rail spur from Fair-
banks  through the South Fairbanks industrial area to the east
side of the international Airport was constructed and;

WHEREAS, The new South Fairbanks Expressway 1is routed immediately adjacent
to the area that Robert J. Mitchell was so deeply involved with
before passing awayon February 23, 1980 and;

WHEREAS, Robert J. Mitchell loft behind a legacy of strong family unit,
friendship to all, knowledge of the value of positive thought,
and undaunting faith in the future of Fairbanks and Alaska and;

WHEREAS, The Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce wishes to to remember
Robert J. Mitchell®s positive contribution to the people of the
interior and to the development of the South Fairbanks industrial
area,

THEREFORE RESOLVED: that the section of the Alaska Highway System
from the now Airport Road Interchange to the Richardson Highway
is to be named the Robert J. Mitchell Expressway.

DATED THIS DAY OF 1987

BY
Mike Kelly, Chairman / W.R. Cox, Prosidont ﬁ C.E.O



SOUTH FAIRBANKS BUSINESS ASSOCIATION

P.O. Box 60389
Fairbanks, Alaska 99706
(907) 456-7986

A RESOLUTION NAMING THE ROBERT J. MITCHELL EXPRESSWAY

WHEREAS: Robert J. Mitchell was a life-long resident of the Interior,
born‘iTTTovember 2V 1918 and,

WHEREAS: Mr, Mitchell was an employee of the Alaska Road Commis-
sion during early adulthood, and was a founder of Mitchell Truck and
Tractor, an early Interior Alaska transportation company.

WHEREAS: Robert J. Mitchell was one of the founders of GHEMM,
Inc. an important Alaska construction firm and was one of the first
persons to develop the potential of the current South Fairbanks industrial

area and,

WHEREAS: Through Robert J. Mitchell's efforts, a major rail spur
from Fairbanks through the South Fairbanks industrial area to the east
side of the International Airport was constructed and,

WHEREAS: The new South Fairbanks Expressway is routed immedi-
ately "aHjacenT to the area that Robert J. Mitchell was so deeply involved

with before passing away on February 23, 1980 and,

WHEREAS: Robert J. Mitchell left behind a legacy of strong family
unit, friendship to all, knowledge of the value of positive thought, and
undaunting faith in the future of Fairbanks and Alaska and,

WHEREAS: The South Fairbanks Business Association wishes to
remember Robert J. Mitchell's positive contribution to the people of the
Interior and to the development of the South Fairbanks industrial area,

NOW BE IT THEREFORE RFSOLVED: that the section of the Alaska
Highway System from the new Airport Road Interchange to the Richardson
Highway is to be named the Robert J. Mitchell Expressway.

This resolution was adopted at a regular meeting of the South Fair-
banks Business Association December 18, 1987.

£ ) President
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IMtcheU Expressway

' Mitchell Expressway: It has a nice ring.

The Mitchell Expressway is what the highway
connecting the Parks Highway with the Richardson!”.
Highway through South Fairbanks Is likely to bef
called. The city council has given its approval to the v
name and a similar resolution will go before the”
borough assembly Jan. 14, for action by the Leg”sla”r

next session. - ,

The chief complaintagainst the proposal Is thafp:

Mitchell already has a raceway after him and not-.”
"enough roads and public facilities are named after-;!
uNatives or Alaskan events or features. _ <8

" :That’s a good argument. We should take care In -
-the names we bestow. We should be sensitive to all. m

considerations when we go about naming things.

It Is unforti nate, for Instance, that Fairbanks e

= has never named anything after Howard Rock. The

great Eskimo publisher founded the Tundra Times
and published it here during much of his time as
publisher. Noone had more impacton attitudes that
shaped the Alaska Native Claims Act than he.
Perhaps hisname would be appropriate for the com-
munity activities center.

Aside from that, we don’t see any problem with
naming the Parks-Richardson connector the Mitch-
ell Expressway. Robert J. Mitchell was one of the
first Industrialists to set up in South Fairbanks and
had a lot to do with the development of Metro Field
and a rail spur through South Fairbanks to the east
side of the International Airport. He was a life-long
resident of the Interior and died in 1080 at the age of
01.

The-MitcheU-Expreesway, If thatls whatlt IsTis
a good addition to the area’s network of roads. Fast
transportation Isnecessary if an Industrial area is to
develop In South Fairbanks. The expressway makes
it much easier for trucks coming up the highways to
get to their destination, and will take pressure off
Airport Way and other roads with heavy local
traffic.

Fairbanks is lucky to have the industrial area;
rather than have its Industry spread out around
town. There is room to grow out where Mitchell set
up his construction business. In time, it is likely that
the expressway will be as busy as Airport Way or
College Road. It seems appropriate that such a road
should be named for a South Fnirbunks industrialist.

Christmas sea*

Toddy is the 12th day of Christ-

.mas, Jan. 6,1988. Almost all the col-

orful decoration lights that kept the
, dty aglow in its crystal robe of
esnow and frost from mid-
December through the holiday sea-
too are gooe. Stowed away for the
year ahead, tossed la the trash can
Insome cases, or turned offand left
banging on trees, fences, eaves,
around windows, or whatever.
There is a touch of sadness in
seeing many of the bright lights
taken down the very next day after
Dec. 23 Some among us didn't even
keep the symbols of good cheer
going through New Year’s Eve fes-
tivities. As If with the traditional
. exchange of gifts, the fire bad gone
out

Disappointing! For the deeper*

- meaning and spirit of the season is
so very much more. The Joy of the
. yuletide is not to be measured by
the slight rise or fall in volume of

VW itijrm—iimt*4*|

npommi tSmttfOtDti

retail sales, but byw
minds and hearts afth
for a time at least taka
from their own cooo
lives of others.

The good feeling a
surfaces. Hope fora |
row burgeonsat the
of winter when dayii{
few and temperature
side. The good feel
others, about ooeeeifi
is so fine a thingwer

dlle F-

$600 billion

WASHINGTON—The WOObillion
catchall appropriations bill Prcsi-
i dent Reagan signed over the holi-
days serves as yet another shame-
ful example of Congress's inability
to curb the deficit.
Indeed, by enacting this pork-
laden bill, lawmakers were thumb-
ing their noses at America's tax-
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T& e M itchell touch

One doesn't have to look far to see the marks
ftobert J. Mitchell left on Fairbanks, and we'll all miss
his brand of full-speed-ahead promotion for a long time.

Bob Mitchell was born here in 1918 and devoted his
whole life to his belief that Fairbanks has a big place in
Alaska’s future. He had a contagious enthusiasm for
the future of the Interior, and he never avoided the hard
work necessary to make his efforts pay off.

All of Mr. Mitchell’s work was important to him.
but perhaps his biggest dream was the development of
Industrial property south of Fulrbanks. He's the man
who convinced other businessmen to finance and
donate the materials and labo- necessary to build the
rail spur to Fairbanks International Airport. It might
have been done eventually, but his efforts got It In time
to serve through the trans-AlJaska pipeline years and
provide iow-cost jet fuel shipping From the North Pole
Refinery now

He and his partners also invested their own labor
and encouragement In Metro Field and some of the
Industries that have grown up around it alter this in-
dustrial airpark opened. This was Mr-Mitchell's way —
he never waited for things to happen, he made them
happen

That's the way tilings were ever since he conn
back from his World War Il hitch to got married .in |
form Mitchell Truck and Tractor » pioneer name m
Richardson Highway transportation He was also
president of Tip-Top Chevrolet, one of the founders of
Ghemm Co.. a partner m Metro Company ~nd I'rta
Company and president of New State luuuia Inc Both
ms family .u*d his businesses are still hen*, and still
thr.vmg

But perhaps Mr Mitchell's greatest contribution
was 'no lasting spirit he left here through fits work arid
inspiration for young people m F.iirbaftks He wos js
devoted to <*ur community .i» he w.is to the business
world, and rx.*ciiusc of that we U never forget Bob
Mltched and the special touch he rud in making our
town n better place to live
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=
=
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ivalujiionol the inmates’
Jt group. Huston said

mate* said the parole
'‘eavv emphasis on tnal
ol seems (o give no credit
participation in the AA

said the meetings are a
sy consist of tape recor-
A program, he said, is
people on the street who
alcohol, not lor inmates
laccess anyway
'Hied that he was sent to
'u receive the counseling
red Others testified that
commended psychiatric
I'none has been received
ud ho has been in prison
:bou! the counseling
1they are not allowed lo
emnai report given to the
«orthe parole counselor s
*toprepaie a defense
:are not taped, and in-
ov believe the parole
e greatest emphasis to
velor s report alone

n occasion lectured in-
.e hearings, reportedly
on as a good example,
nes for alcohol use. and
irecords irmatessaid

: they are not learning
;;ddnn tstand mucnof a
gajob upon release

hey arc reluctant to try
lover lo write a letter
,e j job. Il they have lo
mlover they were denied

mchance would | have it
e second time ’" an in
m still fighting my case
he whole locus of Ihe
ison that.-'he said

‘'cs said they are unablo
a. that public defenders
neprison to assist them
nm.ites have a parole
ijob lined up a place lo

«s upon release, that
o get credit from the
rged

edances judges have

at sentencing that the
-ed after serving a third
e but the parole, board
' parole after the lime is
«aid his residence was
mjarnle officer and police
tch warrant, that his
re ronl(seated and that
>>ve j speedy arraign-

n Box Boy

jrged with disorderly
Obionk ol Lacey Street
once said

.ham. IB of 1127 Park
| the theft ot a tape
-akers valued at JITO
i< >
| .
. Mile Freeman Hnjd

r paillock waa broken
asmall TV wastjken

krite xei

scon in a nar. orinkmg and moving
front his residence without notifying his
parole officer He said the las! point
was not true

Still another inmate, in tor setting
marijuana, said he has refused to go
betore the parole hoard and will instead
serve tm full three years rjther than
play games with a parole hearing

‘I had Rev l.vons say that I'm jo
insult to come up for parole." one in-
mate said

"This is my first adult olfense " one
man testified, but the board dwelled on

Robert Mitchell

A memorial service tor Robert J
Mitchell, president of Tip Top
Chevrolet and one ol the founders of
iJheinm Cn . will be Wednesday at |
p m at the t.'mted Methodist Church.
91S Second Avo

The service will Ik*conducted jointly
by the church and the Pioneers of
Alaska

Mitchell, bl died Saturday while
vacationing in Palm Desert Calif

He wlis born in Fairbanks Nov 2.
1JIB to Kim and Chjrles Mitchell and
had li'."d here JII his life

Mitchci! attended grade school and
high school to Fairbanks graduating in
tyjfi He was active in basketball and
played with “sticky ' Griffins
Wolverines in the same league as John
Butrovich. J<ve Framed Ihll Stroecker.
Jack Wilbur and the Ringstad lirothers

After serving inihe L' S Army during
World War Il in Alaska CanadJ jr.d
Montana he formed Mitchell Truck
and Tractor Inc *dh Clyde Gcraghtv

He married Mars Mjureen l.ud
vigsnn on Jan 20 iO-li Their three
children. Gregory Charles Mitchell

Janelle I/)is Weaver jnd Judith Iwiuise

Jjspersnn live m Fairbanks

The Mitchells grandchildren are
Joann and Douglas WVjver Peggy
Jasperson  Roberta Mitchell .mi}

Gregory Mitchell 1l

Mitchell Truck and Tractor wjs one
ol ihe early trucking companies nauhng
over the Richardson Hignwav (rum
Valdez

It liuilt such innovative equipment as
a booster engine and drive tram for
climbing hills that wj* installed under
the flatbed ol a ni loot semi trailer

In 17j2 Miteliell formed G'heinm Co
with Goraghty Carl Hcllinger Carl
Erlckvmand Harvey MarlinJr

Ghemm began in earth work and
equipment rental and expanded over
the years to perform general contract
worn throughout Alaska In a joint
ettort with a Seattle company, i.hemrn
huilt the Vukon River llridge

In 13fi7  Mitchell loundisl TipTop
Chevrolet along with other longtime
Fairbanks residents He wjs also a
partner in Metro Company and Tria

thought too li.ijrrt vnould have
prole.SMiinal members and several
said vev

Inmjtes also said they would like to
nave h.illwav onuses to help them re
integrate into sovietv

We have a lot of jieople ir. here for
three and lour sears because they gut
drunk or left lheir areas ot residence
without the parole hoard's permission
It costs the state S26 uno a year to keep a
man in here -over a drunk ’ It's pretty
serious ' one inmate said

rite Wednesday

ROBERT MITCHELL

Compjrn and was president ol New
Stale Linds Inc

He was instrumental in developing
several subdivisions and the industrial
area south of Fairbanks

Mdi'fi as he was known to his
friends was dedicated to leading young
pimple and instilling in them the value
ot hard worn and a positive approach to
life

The family asks that memorials be
given to the Alaska Special Olympics
1024 Kellum M or lo the I'mtcd
Methodist Church

Honor,irv pallbearers are Peter
Kagan Handy Frank .Steve Frank,
Mike (jeraghtv  sieve Geraghty
Robbie Gunther Hill Gordon Harvev
Martin Il Gary Norrgard. Gary
Wdken Carl Kru-ksnn Con Frank
Clvdc Ger.ighlv  Harvev Marlin Jr
Hob Heltisworth Jack Cuuk Jim
Diermger Dan r ag.in Hob l.nnther
Hud M*’yeres Francis (M ‘oiinor Ralph
Padeit Mark Ringstad Jack Wilbur
Clvde Hovik Gene Rogge Gene Miller
llarrv Porter Clill [llurglm. Wally
Hurnett Tom MiklauLsch and Iwo
Schott letdt

ATTENTION

All Members of the
CULINARY UNION LOCAL 879
NEXT REGULAR MFFTIRIR
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I\ann* confusion

March 2D, 10+
P.O. Box 1D®2

Fairbanks, AK 99707
To the Editor:

Your article on March 2 regard-
ing the hearing at Noel Wien Lib-

rary on naming the new highway

connecting the Parks Highway
with the Richardson did not men-
tion there were other views ex-
pressed than napiing it after the
late Kobcn J. Mitchell.

One citizen strongly suggested
that it be called the “Parks High-
way Extension,” or simply retain
the name of the Parks Highway.
Since the current Parks Highway
ends at Airport Road with Mile 358.
milepost numbering could simply
continue on for the next four miles
or so till the highway intersected
with the Richardson near the pre-
sent 30th Avenue intersection. It
was suggested that this would be
the least confusing to everyone.

Other reasons expressed were:

"Parks Highway" is what all
Fairbanksans will think of it as.
and will call it, because that is what
it actually is.

Jane
Fender

Did you know the Fairbanks area
has acquired two new municipali-
ties? One is "College," located on
the Parks Highway just west of
Fairbanks, with a population of
3,000. The other is "Aurora,” lo-
cated, as near as | can tell, between
Fairbanks and the Chena Hot
Springs Road. Its population is
1,100.

These interesting “facts" come
from a Rand McNally road map of
Alaska currently available at $1.75
at your friendly neighborhood gas
station.

"Deadhorse,” is marked as a
town on the same map, with a
population of 163. "Prudhoe Bay"
and "Beechey Point" also are
marked with the traditional little
circles that indicate they are
towns, though the index doesn't
supply population figures.

I found out all these things as a
result of Nancy Baker's letter to the

editor last week objecting lo the
proposed new name for the end of
Hie Parks Highway, “The Robert J.
Milehell Expressway.” She
though* a new name for the final
stretch of the Parks Highway could
be confusing. It is true that we're
loaded with names for pieces of
roads.

Daily News-Miner, Fairbanks, Alaska, Wednesday, April 9, 1986-5

It would cause confusion lo both
map-makers and map-readers to
change the name of this new sec-
tion. It would be one tenth of an
inch long on a state map It would
be 2 12 inches in length, for inst

ance, in the "Fairbanks and Vicin-
ity" map in Milepost. It would re-
quire one inch or so to write the
name "RobertJ. Mitchell Express-
way,” and just an inch or so to the
left of that would appear the words
"George Parks Hwy." It isobvious-
ly one continuous stretch of high-
way. Why two names? Very confus-
ing to visitors and even "locals."

Verbal instructions could also be
very confusing. For instance in
directing someone from North Pole
to Ester one might say, "Turn left
on the Robert J. Mitchell Express-
way and drive about 11 miles.”
"But | was told Ester is on the
Parks Highway. How do | get to
that?" "Just keep going—they
change the name four miles down
the way."

What’s

For example, there’s the Alaska
Highway, Route 2, from the border
to Delta. At that point, the Richard-
son Highway, on its way north from
Valdez is Route 4. At Delta, some

kind of magic causes Route 4 to be
transformed into Route 2 to Fair-
banks. It almost seems as if Route
4, the Richardson Highway, ought
to stay that way until the end of the
road, at Fairbanks but (hat isn't
how they did it.

In Fairbanks, meanwhile, the
same road changes into the Steesc
Highway, though it is still Route 2
as far as Fox. Then it becomes
Route 6to Circle City. At that point,
too, Route 2 is transformed again,
this time into the Elliott Highway
all the way to the Manley Hot
Springs area where it ends.

Someplace out there in the Liven-
good area iswhere the Dalton High-
way begins, formerly known as
"The Taps Road,"” or "The Haul
Road.” Before that It wus the
"Hickcl Highway" when it was an
ice road headed for the North Slope
via Anaktuvuk Pass. The Dalton

Would there be signs midway
across the Airport overpass in
diealing where the Parks Highway
begins and Robert J. Mitchell Ex
pressway ends?

Perhaps there is food for thought
in the suggestion that the new sec-
tion of the highway retain the name

of George Parks Highway. Mr
Mitchell’s fine contributions lo ou.
community might be belter re
membered elsewhere lest his nami
risk being remembered unkindly
and with frequency, as the souro
of unnecessary but legislated con
fusion.

The matter is before the Senat<
Transportation Committee as Sen
ate Bill 461. Apparently input and ;
hearing is necessary before new
federally funded highways an
named.

The notice in the paper prior ti
the hearing might have dr.iwr
more input if it had been accompa
nied by a map.

Sincerely.
Nancy Lee Baker

Inname?

Just ask Rand

Highway on this map has neitnei
number nor name, though it im
labeled both "restricted” ant
"under construction."” It also has

town called "Big Lake" up arounc
lhe North Fork not too far from

Wiseman.

This map says itis "regularly up
dated and revised" and will keep
people from getting lost. Even so, il
seems lo me if this is the best they
can do. wc ought to quit renaming
pieces of already-named roads and
go another way.

How about honoring our famous
people by naming pulloffs for
them—"The Walter J Hickel Tur-
naround,” or "The Bill Sheflnld
Rest Slop?" With a scenic sign and
a picnic table, it'd be a whole lot
better than causing tourists lo cuss
us out as they wonder whatever
happened to ihe road they were
driving on.



Conl'iisinf! idea

April 14, 1986
607 Bentley Drive
_ Fairbanks, AK 99701
To the Editor:

Naming the Parks Highway ex-
tension “The Robert J. Mitchell
Expressway" would be too confus-
ing. Let’s name the southeast lane
the "Egan. Bartlett, Begich,
Gruening Memorial Expresswa-
y"; the northwest lane, the "Alfred
E. Newman Bypass"; and the in-
tersection at Pcger, "Horner’ Cor-
ner." This would help in making
directions more specific. Or we
could call that section of the Parks
Highway, the Parks Highway,
which it is.

Margot Washburn

Yield sign needed

April 14. 1936
P.O. Box 80901
Fairbanks, AK 99701
To the Editor:

I am writing to bring public
attention to a highly dangerous
highway situation which has been
brought to the attention of the De-
partment of Transportation but ab-
out which they do not seem to be
particularly concerned.lam refer-
ring to the lack of a yield sign on the

~northbound on-ramp on the Parks

nghway at the new pvprpags—
where westbound traffic leaving
Airport Way enters the northbound
lane of the Parks.

This is a particularly dangerous
point to merge traffic. The Parks
Highway is a two-lane road and the
on-ramp isdesigned as a high speed
entrance ramp, joining the Parks
Highway at a sharp angle which
makes it difficult for the entering
driver to see the Parks traffic he
merges with at high speed. A hun-
dred yards beyond the on-ramp en-
trance the Parks crosses a narrow
two-lane bridge. The situation is
further complicated by the fact
that trees partly obstruct the view
of traffic on the Parks and the only
way for the merging driver to see
the northbound traffic on the Parks
at the orr ramp entrance is to physi-
cally turn around and look back
over his left shoulder, a rather
dangerous maneuver while
accelerating to enter traffic.
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Several weeks ago my wife was
driving northbound on the overpass
as a another vehicle merged from
her right off this on-ramp. Both
vehicles were traveling at approx-
imately the same speed. The merg-
ing vehicle did not yield and she
found herself forced between this
vehicle and oncoming traffic on the
bridge. She had to rapidly brake to
fall behind the merging vehicle to
avoid a three-car accident on the
bridge. I work as a volunteer medic
with a local ambulance service and
recently found myself in the same
situation. | was driving an ambu-
lance northbound on the Parks and
a vehicle came onto the Parks from
this on-ramp. Due to the restricted
visibility to my right from the body
of the ambulance I could not see the
merging traffic coming off this on-
ramp and found myself and
another vehicle squeezed together
in a single lane as we approached
the Parks bridge with oncoming
traffic.

Upon calling the Department of
Transportation to request that a
yield sign be placed on this on-ramp
we were told that it was designed as
a high speed on-ramp and that en-
tering traffic on the Parks was not
required to yield to traffic already
on the highway. This is absurd. It
might work on mult ple lane Cali-
fornia freeways where the right-
hand lane is the slow lane for enter-
ing traffic but at this particular
location it’s only a matter of time
before it results in an accident with
resulting injuries or loss of life. A
yield sign seems to me to be a small
expense when measured against a
potential lawsuit and | would think
the Highway Department would be
a little more concerned.

Sincerely,
Robert C. Betts
Paramedic Intern
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Highway {Name JkiUy

Jan. 7, 1088
P.O. Box 80805
Fairbanks, AK 89708
To the editor:

Regarding naming of a portion of
the Parks Highway that passes
through Fairbanks enroute to a
hookup with the Richardson
{Highway:

1 Agroup is pushing to name it the
mMitchell Expressway. Bob Mitchell
U'as a friend and a good person.
There is already a racetrack
named for him in the same area.
There are many worthy people in
the Fairbanks area for whom no-
rthing has been named. Please think
jabout this.

Personally, | think just calling it
Parks Avenue or Parks Express-
way, as it passes through town,
would distinguish it from the high-
way, but still indicate some rela-
tionship, so that strangers, tour-
ists, etc. would have some continui-
ty when they are driving from Val-
dez, or Anchorage, or the lower 48.

Istrongly favor Parks Avenue, or
Parks Expressway but if you must
name it for a person, why not
choose someone who has done
something for roads—there are lots
of them who have worked for
D.O.T., designers, engineers,
administrators, etc. The Steesc
Highway was named after a Road
Commission man, as was the
Elliott Highway. How about using
the name of Wjody Johannsen for a
new highway somewhere in the In-
terior. He is a Cordova-born Alas-
kan, who was graduated from UAF
in civil engineering, taught at the
U, before becoming head of the
Fairbanks D.O.T., and staying with
it until his retirement. He still lives
in Fairbanks. He is a worthy
person.

I don’t think that little segment
passing through Fairbanks needs a
change of name and still am
pushing for Parks Avenue, or Ex-
pressway, but in the future, do
:hink of naming some Interior road
ifter Woody Johannsen.

Sincerely,
Helen L. Atkinson

L
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TELECONVERENCE WITH TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE OF HOUSE:

a /7 W fiSf |

A tape of this teleconverence sent to you

THE RESULTS were overwhelmingly AGAINST naming of
Mitchell Expressway.

BY THE "VOTE"™: Seven were against
Six were for.

Those who testified in favor included: A relative
of Representative Steve Frank, who 1is son of Con
Frank, partner in Ghemm Co. of which Mr. Mitchell
was also a partner; Gary Wilkin, lobbyist for HB
437 for Steve Frank; Two ex-employees of Ghemm Co.
who remember Mr. Mitchell as "like a second father™.

IN ADDITION OUR LEGISLATORS occupied about the first
fifteen minutes testifying in favor of the naming,which
make it appear that the overall testimony was in

favor. It was my impression that our legislators

were there to LISTEN.

THOSE WHO TESTIFIED AGAINST INCLUDED: Two avowed
friends of Mr. Mitchell, who nevertheless felt it

was wrong to change the name of the Parks Hwy. as
proposed. (These were toth women. 1 know of at Ileast
three men who feel that way but are not able to separ-
ate loyalty to the man from the public iInterest concern
in this case say they"can"t come out an publicly

say 1It"."); a map-maker who was quick to spot the potent-
ial problem when the name changing issue Tfirst came

up in 1986; a civic-minded employee of MUS; an

owner of a large building supply company in Fairbanks;
an ex-legislator.

NONE OF THESE PEOPLE TESTIFYING AGAINST KNEW THE
OTHERS WERE COMING. SOME DID NOT EVEN KNOW EACH OTHER.
They were all concerned about the larger public inter-
est issue of changing the name of a section of an
established highway as proposed.They were concerned
enough, wupon reading Gary Wilkin®s ad inviting those
in favor to appear at the legislative office, to

phone and find out when the testimony could be given,
and to alter their day"s plans in order to get there
and give testimony.

THERE 1S JUDGEMENT NEEDED IN THIS DECISION, rather
than just responding to the presures or "votes" of
either side. The opposition not only speaks Ilouder”
but better.
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Move on to name Mitchell Expresssway

A move that met opposition two
years ago is back on track to have
the Alaska Legislature name the
new South Fairbanks Expressway
in memory of Robert J. Mitchell.

The Fairbanks City Council Mon-
day night by unanimous consent
adopted a resolution to that effect,
and apparently asimilar resolution
is in the works for the Fairbanks
North Star Borough Assembly's
consideration Jan. 14.

What remains is legislators’
commitment to introduce bills to
officially change the name of the
roadway under construction. Two
years ago, Sen. Jack Coghill, R-
Nenana, and Rep. Steve Frank, R-
Fairbanks, introduced bills, but
there was opposition. The bills we-

ren't reintroduced this year, but
Gary Wilken told the council Mon-
day he’s hopeful they will be intro-
duced in 1938

Wilken said the Fairbanks Cham-
ber of Commerce board and trans-
portation committee both endorse
naming the expressway after
Mitchell.

“For the benefit of those who
didn’t know Bob, he touted Fair-
banks as much as anybody has. It’s
been said he gave (former mayor)
Bill Wood lessons. He did it before
there was oil, before there was
state grants, before there was re-
venue sharing. He did it on his own.
Hedhad a can-do attitude,” Wilken
said.

Mitchell moved Ghemm Con-
struction Co. to Van Horn when it
was still a dirt road, Wilken said.
Metro Field was a vision of Mitch-
ell's, and in the early '70s, Mitchell
was a prime force in backing a rail-
road spur to what has become the
industrial area, he added.

There was one speaker Monday
who took issue with naming the ex-
pressway after Mitchell. Shirley
Demientieff said she didn’t know
Mitchell, but there’s already a
raceway named for him. Her com-
plaint is that so many public facili-
ties are named after people, but
few after Native people or for Alas-
ka events or features. Demientieff
then gave a suggested list of
names.

Council member Jerry Norum
told Demientieff that her point was
well-taken, but people need to come
forward with suggested names in a
timely manner. The borough has
the responsibility for naming
streets and its own public facilities,
he said.

An for the expressway, it’s a state
highway, and naming it requires
legislative action. Construction be-
gan this summer and will continue
next season on building overpasses
crossing South Cushman Street,
and a new road parallel to 30th Ave-
nue. This section eventually will
link the Richardson Highway and
South Cushman area via the new
road with the Peger-Airport Way-
Parks Highway expressway. Traf-
fic will be able to go from the
Richardson to the Parks Highway
without traveling on Airport Way.
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new highway name

A public hearing will be held at
the Noel Wien Library Thursday
from noon till 2 p.m. on a bill lo
name the new stretch of highway
from Airport Road to the Richard-
son Highway the “Robert J. Mitch-
ell Expressway."

The bill was introduced in the
Senate by the Transportation Com-
mittee and in the House by Reps.
Steve Frank, Mike Davis, Mike
Miller. John Ringstad and Dick
Schultz.

Mitchell was born in Fairbanks
in 1918 and was an employee cf the
Alaska Road Commission and a
founder of Mitchell Truck and
Tractor, an early Interior Trans-
portation company.

Through his efforts, a major rail
spur was built through the south
Fairbanks industrial area to the
east side of the international air-
port. The new SouUtFairbanks Ex-
pressyitaysis routeaiimsediately
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Naming of Mitchell
high way urged

Several area residents spoke
Thursday in favor of naming the
new South Fairbanks Expressway
after the late Robert J Mitchell.

Mitchell, who heljud develop the
south F Mi-iutikt industrial area,
w.i- 1ciT.ir.uvied by Joe Halch of
Sail naas..nan vhogot most of his

learning in the "school of hard
knocks."

Joe Tremarello, who long has
been active In sports and teaching,
sold the proposal was "very
appropriate" bocauso Mitchell did
a lot for local schools and young

. people.
Mitchell died in 1980 at the age of

61. He had been an employee of the
Alaska Road Commissionand later
founded Mitchell Truck and Trac-
tor, an early transportation com-
pany.

Mitchell also waa one of the
founders of GHEMM Inc., a con-
struction company, and he built
many roads in this area. Mitchell
played a large role Ingetting a rail-
road spur built to the airport.

Nenana Sen. Jack Coghill, who
conducted the hearing, aaid he re-
called that after World War 11
Mitchell put many former service-
men to work "greasing Cats” or
doing other work at hia place in
Garden Island.

If the legislative proposal la
adopted, tlie road from the Parks
Highway to the Richardson High-
way would be named the Robert J.
Mitchell Expressway.

Only the western part of the ex-
pressway, from the Parks Highway
to Peoer Road, has been built so
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Let’s call the extension the Parks Highwaj

By NANCY LEE BAKER

The four-mile extension of the
George Parks Highway will end by
joining the Richardson Highway
near the old 30th Street exit. The
work is scheduled for completion in
September 1983.

A move to call this four-mile sec-
tion the Robert J. Mitchell Ex-
pressway began in February 1960,
when Sen. Jack Coghill and Rep.
Steve Frank initiated Senate Bill
461 and an identical House bill.
They got through most committees
but not to both floors due to press-
ures of the closing days.

The same legislators are in the
process of introducing the bills
again this year. Since there was
some opposition from individuals
two years ago (which did not keep
them from trying to hustle the bills
inrough in 1986), the approach this
year appears to be to go directly to
large bodies such as the city coun-
cil, borough assembly, Chamber of
Commerce and its transportation

mmittee for their public endorse-
ment. These endorsements are in-
tended to convey the broad approv-
al of Fairbanksans for this move.

In “talking around," however, |
find almost no individual support
for the resolutions these bodies en-
aorsed, except from some personal
friends of the late Robert Mitchell.
The consensus was to maintain the
same name.

Itisunderstandable that at "first
thought” it might seem like a good
idea to name a new piece of road
after a friend, but the result of sud-
denly changing the name of a high-
way that thousands of people will
have been traveling on for 358 miles

at speeds in excess of 50 mph is not
an inconsequential thing to be
taken lightly. It deserves serious
“second thoughts.” Some of them
follow:

Confusion: The bottom line is.
calling the last four miles anything
but the Parks Highway would be
confusing. Itisone continuous high-
way, doesn’t turn, get wider, nar-
rower, or change in any way. Asign
proclaiming you are all of a sudden
on a different highway spells in-
stant confusion to a visitor to our
area. This could precipitate slow-
ing down, changing lanes, con-
versations with the “co-pilot" ab-
out how we got “off course." Any
one of these reactions are a basis
for possible accidents.

We are a tourist dependent eco-
nomy. We spend hundreds of
thousands ofdollars attracting visi-
tors. Shouldn't we be more con-
siderate ofthem? Many of them are
oiler citizens, with slower reac-
tions in some cases, and driving
less maneuverable vehicles with
the poor visibility that RV’s often
offer.

A different name could offer
problems and expense to mapmak-
ers, as well as map readers who sec
a different name (if there is room to
print it) on what appears to be
obviously the same highway.

Where would the highway signs
be placed to tell drivers they are
now on a different highway? Driv-
ing to the airport from town a

Map shows the route of the Parks Highway extension through South Fairbanks.

motorists would see a sign
announcing the exit to "Highway 3,
Parks Highway." A few hundred
feet later on a sign would say
"Highway 3," with a different
name.

Think seriously (until it becomes
funny and you start laughing) of va-
rious possible confusions in giving
directions about how to get "from
here to there" when itrequires get-
ting on or off the new portion of road
should it have a different name.

It is worth noting that the en-
gineer who designed the highway is
also “seriously concerned about
the confusion that would result if
the name of the new portion were to
be anything other than the Parks
Highway."

Cost: It will cost at least $10,000to

remove the dozen or more signs
that are already up at University,
Peger, and Lathrop intersections
and replace (hem with another
name. If the new name has many
more letters they will have to be
made smaller in order to fit the
signs. The $10,000 could probably
be better used for maintenance!
Signs at University Avenue have
been there for two years. It would
be nice if they had squatter's
rights!

In answer to my “confusion con-
cerns," some legislators said the
public would get used to it. The visi-
tors will not get used to it, and why
should the local people have to go
through the process? There arc bet-
ter ways to commemorate people
than to confuse the public.

Nap courtesy of Nancy Lee Baker

Another consideration, in view o
the recent attempt to avoid dupli
cate street names in town. There u
a Mitchell Avenue, named after the
same Mitchell. It runs off Universi
ty Avenue, next to Erickson Ave
nue, also named after a partner ii
the Ghemm Co. of which Mitchel
was a partner.

The new portion of the highway
can only be named by legislativi
action. This has not happened yet
but it is in the brewing stage Let'*
hope some legislator, with grass
roots encouragement, will speak uf
and propose a bill to name it th<

Parks Highway.

Nancy Lee Baker is a Ttyear maiden
tnUi an interest in mapmaking



This ad appeared in the Fairbanks
Daily News Miner Feb. 15 and 16 19SS
for a meeting that was to be held *
on the 17th.

Note:

There 1is no telephone number given
for the Legislative office. It is
difficult to find it in the telephone
book.

It does nor,
at which the hearing will

give the time of day
take place.

It does not qive the address of the
Legislative office, which moved to
a different location Just one week
prior to the ad.

It is not a public notice, but rather
an ad directed at tnose supporting
the 1issue.

In spite of the above, seven individules
appeared to give testimony against
renaming that portion of the highway.
Except for two of them who came to-
gether, none of the others knew the
others were coming. Two people were
totally unknown to me, and they did
not know any of the other people

there. These sev»n individuals

saw the ad in the Daper and were
concerned enough U up the number
of the Legislative office to find

out the time and place of the tes-
timony and appear to testify.

l ook

The six persons who testified in
favor all received personal advanced
notice from Gary Wilken, who said

he personally paid for the ad.

The Mitchell Touch

One doesn't have to look far to see the marks Robert J.
Mitchell left on Fairbanks, and we'll all miss his brand of
full-,,peed-ahead promotion for a long time.

Bob Mitchell was born here in 1918 and devoted his
whole life to his belief that Fairbanks has a big place in
Alaska's future. He had a contagious enthusiasm for the
future of the Interior, and he never avoided the hard
work necessary to make his efforts pay off.

All of Mr. Mitchell's work was important to him, but
perhaps his biggest dream was the development of
industrial property south of Fairbanks. He's the man who
convinced other businessmen to finance and donate the
materials and labor necessary to build the rail spur to
Fairbanks International Airport. It might have been done
eventually, but his efforts got it in time to serve through
the trans-Alaska pipeline years and provide low-cost jet
fuel shipping from the North Pole Refinery now.

He and his partners also invested their own labor and
encouragement in Metro Field and some of the
industries that have grown up around it after this
industrial air park opened. This was Mr. Mitchell's way
— he never waited for things to happen, he made them
happen.

That's the way things were ever since he came back from
his World War Il hitch to get married and form Mitchell
Truck and Tractor, a pioneer name in Richardson
Highway transportation. He was also president of
Tip-Top Chevrolet, one of the founders of Ghemm Co., a
partner in Metro Company and Tria Company and
gsident of New State Lands Inc. Both his family and his
sinesses are still here, and still thriving.

But perhaps Mr. Mitchell's greatest contribution was the
lasting spirit he left here through his work and
inspiration for young people in Fairbanks. He was as
devoted to our community as he was to the business
world, and because of that we'll never forget Bob
Mitchell and the special touch he had in making our
town a better place to live.

An editorial in The Daily News-Miner
February 29. 1980

If you support the naming in honor of Bob
Mitchell of the new highway from the Airport
Road Interchange to the Richardson Highway
Intorchange, public testimony will be taken on
this issue on Wednesday, February 17. The
location will be at the Legislative Information
Office, Denali Bank Building. Ifyou are unablo to
attend, written testimony or public opinion
messages are encouraged to be sent to Ms. Betty
Cato, Chairperson, House Transportation
Committee, Juneau, Alaska. NN

Ad paid for by Gary Wilken and Friends of Bob Mitchell,
ICSfFox Avenue, Fairbanks. Alaska.
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Fairbanks, Alaska
February 29, 19M

Dear Legislator

Attached Is a copy of an 1nfo>-mal speech made by me on February
17 at a Legislative Teleconference regarding naming the north portion
of the Parks Highway for 1 local man, Robert Mitchell. 1 hope you
will take the time to read my remarks given to the Transportation
Committee on that date.

The ldea for the Mitchell name war. ntarted some years hick when
It became apparent that the Department of Transportation was to build
a connectin® road from the Parka to thw- Richardson. Simultaneous bills
were introduced in 19do--HB6t>h by Frank, Dc\ls, Ring3tad and Shultz
and S3h61 by the Transportation Committee. Since there was no one on
3B*6l committee from the Fairbanks area, | assume tt win engineered by
Senator Coghill of Henan.a.

iowever in t e Intervening two yearn, there nan been second
tnhnui“hts about the wisdom of namlr.” portions of our major highways for
local citizens: Roads, trails anS street3--yea, but snail sections of
trunk highways, no. There were a number of pioneering transportation
men who gave much aid to the farmers, miners and Industrial businesses
In bygone years such an Frank Nash, Gene Rogge, Woodrow Johansen, John
P*In, Roy Lund, Robert Sheldon, Billy Root and Maurice O"Leary to name
a few. They all deservo some form of recognition. *% doubt there are
many others throughout our state who were, and are, deserving of place
names. There are many types of places to be named- trails, rcadwavs,
small streams, harbors and campgrounds— Alaska has a wealth of develop-
ing areas.

Porh.aos It Is time to select a "namIn*" committee under the Dept,
of Transrnrtatl->n who would gath*r, publicize and .all-w ones n :"mo
for nubile input an is-"rov.al. The Alaska Historical Commission m: \ht
be another good source for research. To label a small stretcn of dajor
highway for a person without serious thought Is no nortlcular honor to

the person so-named.
I urge you to reject HB-VI? or any similar soaate bill until further

thought can be nak on honorary ranlngs.

Sincerely,

't.
Alaska S. Linck
Former Territorial Legislator

/1
Kncl* 1



Good Afternoon:

I"'m here today to recommend that you continue the Parks Highway name
to the point where It connects with the Richardson Midway south of
Fairbanks. There are several reasons for my request:

First: As a driver of many years, it is far simpler to have
clear directions on a hi::hway, ro.her than having name changes in
snail Increments. Tf asked, 1°m sure the Highway Patrol would agree
that simplicity In road directions is desirable.

.Secondly; Falrhanks tourism has advertised our town as the
"Golden Heart". What better advertisement could there be than a
gollen heart on the tourist maps showing the convergence of the
Rlc?ardson, Parks and Steese Highways9

ihlrd: Savings could be effected if there were not multiple
changes of hlgnway si”ns plus extra man de: ignations which would be
necessary for clear direction. Mmy of the Parks Highway 3i ins are
already up ".n “he area between th* International Alreort md tne end
of the new highway.

Fourth; The naming of the h’ghways honored three very great
men--Wiles P. Richardson, James Gordon Steese and Governor George
Parks— all famous engineers and prominent men. To Interject the
name of a lessor person as nart of the Parks Highway would b" to
dilute the original honor of tne naming.

Which brings me to the reason for this particular hearing today which
cane via a notice pi :ed In the Hewsmlner last night and the night
h*»fore. This ad oromoted the Mitchell Expressway which., Incidentally,
eould not be an "expressway" due to Its length and frequent off- ramps.
Tt quoted an "-year Wewsmlner odltorlal which advocated the naming of
a portion of the Parks hlgnway for Bob M®"tcheil, a popular young man
who Jled sox* years back*

At that tImo there were three routes considered; one on Van Morn Hoad
where the GHEMM Construction Company (of which Mob as a partner) was
located; one on Thirtieth Avenue; and another on Twenty 1hlrd Avenue.
Hob already had a racetrack and city street named for hlo wnich
seemed sufficient. However ag the GHEMM company ownud the '"Metro
Airflo. Pwhat better honor than t> rename this well-known airstrip
th» "Mitchell Airfield"9 1 have the greatest respect for Bob, his
parents, and oresen” family but 1 believe tnat to name a portion of

a major hi rhwty for him would b" wrong.

Let’s keep It slnulo with the Richardson, Parks and Steese Highways?
T urge you to defeat HFHO?
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FAIRBANKS ACTIVITY RE:
* HB 437 MITCHELL EXPRESSWAY
HISTORY FACTS gﬁ
FIRST INTRODUCED as SB 461 and HB 664 1in 14th Legis-

lature by Transportation (Rep. Frank 1in House).
March 26, 1986. Small notice in local newspaper re:

<L

ublic hearing re: naming Mitchell Expressway
March 27 or 28, 1986. Hearing held, conducted by
f! Qtpj Sen. Coghill. Testimony in Tfavor from friends
e ane* &' testimony i Favor of other hafiés, and
some against changing the name from the Parks

to any other name in order to avo".d confusion

to the public, to map makers, to map readers
L _etc.
0 »MARCH 29, 1986. Article in local paper with heading
i) fife*x "Naming of Mitchell Highway urged".
0 'PArtO** December 8, 1986. FAIRBANKS CITY COUNCIL voted unan-
B imously that the PARKS HIGHWAY whould retain that L *
/ a ijt e same name till it connected with the Richardson ) m
Sy *- Highway. It was brouoht to their attention that
tJof / e name change had been proposed by the legislature.
Q> They agreed that any name change would be confusing.
DEC.21, 1987. After persuasive presenta ion by Gary
fjen Wilkins FAIRBANKS CITY COUNCIL unanimously endorsed
hs - \T resofution to endorse naming the new portion of
M i the Parks, the Mitchell Expressway (Res. 2918)
A a V~rJj~~Dec 21, 1987. With only 5 members present (of a 21 B 11\Y
’ Iy member committee) the Fairbanks Chamber ot Commerce A -
n r endorsed resolution to support Mitchell Name for *  *
~“ghway. After he obtained a unanimous vote Tfrom
1 f \ that committee he presented it to the board and
VK introduced a motion to adopt 1it. Since it 1is the
H custom of the board to automatically pass what

JitS committees approve, it passed the board unanimously.
an. 14,1988. Borough Resolution 88003 was to endorse

A J
N ViR o -
-vY "o f/ Mitchell name. Three citizens presented oposing
v

K testimony. Due to length of agenda meeting adjurned

H
\ F* aO tin Jan 21*

K. L. IAKCRi M X

W H PAtRMMKS.
tinm
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Jan. 21, 1988. BOROUGH ASSEMBLY tabled resolution
by vote of 91 in view of previous public testimony
and other wunfavorable 1nput various members had
received.

Jan. 28, 1988. BOROUGH ASSEMBLY voted 5 yeas and

S'nos on removing resolution from the table. One
member changed his vote "to yes to bring it back
up for discussion. P?eéiding office” se?% Bett"™
Cato interested in having public® testimony sthroug
teleconference, and .offered an amendment to th

effect "Sald legislation to be enacted fOllOWIﬂg&&&
1 >n

a favorable public hearing with C|t|zens of the

North Star Borough™. It was expressed that we -

had already had overwhelming public testimony
in the form of public hearing, and how was a deter-
ination to be made by votes?? Motion Tfailed
but motion to postpone to call of the chair passed J*
with one objection. ;x(Postponement . anticipated

a possible teleconference). ~ e\~ i
Feb 1 1988 Guest column appeared in Daily News Miner
with reference to renaming of Parks extension.
Feb 15 and 16.1988. Paid advertisement (by Gary Wilkin)
appeared in Daily News Miner (see attachment)
inviting those who supported naming of Mitchell

Expressway to give public testimony Feb 7. It <
did_ not state th>e. tll_me »tor even say |t Was a tele- jH
conference It did not give phone number bf.Legis- »
lative office. r

Feb 17, 1988. Teleconference at 1130 p.m with House
Transportation Commitco. This received no public
announcement. However seven 1independent 1individuals
saw the advertisment, 1inquired as to the time#
appeared to give testimony in Tfavor of keeping
name Parks on the highway. Included in the opposers
to the name change% wore avowed friends of Mr.
Mitchell who did not think it appropriate to name
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that portion

' vm'lV

of the highway after him.
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Overall _

the hearing was distinctly not favorable to passage

of HB 437.

interest and extremely
six people testifying
name. These included
Frank, sponsor of the
testified in

exgﬁpioyees of the thﬁmfboﬁ%aﬁy:

-renambered

&

Wilkins who
ma second father."

IF JUDGMENT
were to be by the
there were seven

naming for Mitchell.

However

Reasons were distinctly

well
in favo
aS|st

orlglnal bill,
behalf of her husband,

Robert

AS TO WHICH SIDE
method
against and

of

it

in the public
exgressedt' There xg
r of the Mitchell a
er-in-law- of Steve iy
lwho also'3
r and several
1ﬁgiuding —Garyﬁ?'
Mitchell, as [like,"!
"WON"the hearing
"counting votes", J
SIX in favor of/
is the reasoning

behind the objections that shoulg!curry the welght

March 10,1988.

By either the

"reasoning'

appear to have come out ahead.

VA, ...
Resolution to name Mitchell

method
method those .opposing >the trenaming”

or the “tally" |
of Parks Hwy. x

expressway

comes before Fairbanks North Star Borough Assembly

for fourth time. After brief discussion it 1is
defeated by 5-5 wvote. One member reconsiders,
the issue will come up again ?qrch 24.
V 1«
[l AND SO IT RESTS AS OF MARCH 15,1988 .
y . % byl
- T — .«
OBSERVATIONS* " e"3 «
-1 *
1. The vote of amere five persons present at the
Transportation Committee of the Chamber of Commerce
was responsible for a "unanimous™ approval by
the Chamber.
2. After considering the 1issue at four meetings
North Star Borough Assembly if far from approval.
3. There 1s noapproval from "Unified Fairbanks"
according to president Chuck Reese of that group.
4. All public hearings have predominantly opposed

the bill.



HB 417 MITCHELL EXPRESSWAY
PROPOSES to <change name of last 4 miles

of the PARKS HIGHWAY.

If theie were no signs at the point where

this bill intends to change 1i1ts name to
Mitchell, the west-bound traveler will ass-
ume, and has every right to, that he 1is

on the Parks Highway. The highway 1is 1ident-
ical in width, direction, type etc. to the

portion on which he has just been traveling.

There 1is no intersection .and no change of
any kind to warrant calling i1t a different

name .

TO BE SUDDENLY accosted with a sign stating

you are on a different highway would be

confusing to anyone for the first time.
A  large portion of the highway travelers

will always be approaching it for tjae TFirst

time because they are visitors we have lured

here with tax dollars to spend their tourist

dollars. We owe them more consideration

than to deliberately 1introduce a new source

of confusion (confusion on a fast highway

can lead to accidents, especially 1in large

poor visibility rigs) where enough confusion

already exists from past, sometimes unavoid-

able poor decisions or happenstance.

In 1985 DOT enlisted help of MILEPOST trav-

eling editors (of which |1 was one) to help
eliminate confusing signage situations
on Alaska Highways. Now there 1s a chance

to avoid creating a new bad situation.
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MEMORANDUWM

TO: Senator Lloyd Jones, Chairman
Senate Transportation Committee
FROM: Representative Henry Springer I
DATE: April 18, 1988
SUBJECT: House Bill 481 - "An Act relating to naming the

Woodrow Johansen Expressway."

Thank you for scheduling this bill sponsored by the House
Transportation Committee. I have included a letter in the
House Transportation packet giving the necessary information.

A zero fiscal note from DOT/PF is attached, and the only noted
concern is the length of the name on some signs. I would have
no objection to using "W" Johansen™ 1in such cases.

I think the timing is excellent; it does not create extra
cost, because the naming is done in the pre-construction stage
and there is no conflict with re-naming something.

Your consideration is much appreciated.

Attachments



BILL HISTORY - HOUSE ACTION KB
HOUSE CALENDAR; FEBRUARY 29. 1988 / MONDAY

HOUSE JOURNAL FEBRUARY 15, 1988
HB 481

HOUSE BILL NO. 481 by the Transportation Committee,
entitled:

"An Act relating to naming the Woodrow Johansen
Expressway."

was read the first time and referred to the Transportation
Committee.

HOUSE ACTION FEBRUARY 24, 1988

HOUSE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE HAS CONSIDERED HB 481 AND RECOMMENDS: DO PASS
And attaches a new zero fiscal note with analysis.

SIGNING DO PASS: Miller, Springer, Hudson, Pearce, Boucher, Cato

481



Fiscal Note (Attachment)
HB 481

The Geist Road Extension will be built under five projects
between 1987 and 1995. The first project 1is now under contract
and the second and third projects will be ready for construction
in approximately one year. The first project (now under
contract) does not include any "Geist Rd" signs.

All signs are eligible for federal highway funding, however, the
department 1is concerned that road signs do not become too large.
Letter sices are set by standards for the type of facility and
for this project 3 to 13 inch letters will be common. If all
signs must read "Woodrow Johansen Expy," some signs will be very
large, require special structures to support, and nay be
difficult to place at some locations. A compromise of "Johansen
Expy" would be appreciated where sign sizes become a problem.

There may also be some community concerns with the discontinuity
between the existing Geist Road west of University Avenue and the
proposed renaming to the east.
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TO: Transportation Committee

SUBJECT: House Bill 481

From 1963 to 1975 I have worked under Mr. Johansen®s
supervision in various functions with the Department of
Highways and from 1975 to 1979 (the time of his retirement) as
his colleague when he was District Engineer at Fairbanks and
when 1 was District Engineer at Nome.

There 1is no other man in Alaska whom I admire more. He has
dedicated his whole life to the transportation matters in
Alaska. The attached biographical sketch and the data
contained in the bill show this very clearly. I have no doubt
that i1t iIs warranted to honor him in this way.

This bill differs in some aspects from other similar ones:

1. The highway has not been built yet and is in various

stages of implementation: the western segment is
ready for construction, the eastern end is
still in the location - approval - and design stage.

2. The highway will connect with 2 major highways through
an urban area and therefore there is no confusion or
duplication of designation.

3. I do not know of any controversy over the name of
"Woodrow Johansen™

The early designation has three advantages:

a) the name can be incorporated early enough in
planning, design and contract plans and
documents and eliminate the possibility of
duplication?

b) the signs and markers can be purchased and installed
in the usual process and extra cost is avoided; and
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Fiscal Note (Attachment)
HB 481

The Geist Road Extension will be built under five projects
between 1987 and 1995. The first project 1is now under contract
and the second and third projects will be ready for construction
in approximately one year. The Tfirst project (now under
contract) does not include any "Geist Rd" signs.

All signs are eligible for federal highway funding, however, the
department 1is concerned that road signs do not become too large.
Lettar sices are set by standards for the type of facility and
for this project 8 to 13 inch letters will be common. If all
signs must read "Woodrow Johansen Expy," some signs will be very
large, require special structures to support, and may be
difficult to place at some locations. A compromise of "Johansen
Expy" would be appreciated where sign sizes become a problem.

There may also be some community concerns with the discontinuity
between the existing Geist Road west of University Avenue and the
proposed renaming to the east.



