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5-0137L
Ford
4/9/87

Original sponsor: Abood

IN THE SENATE

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 3 (

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to motor vehicle registration and

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 18.65.310(a) is amended to read:

(a) Upon payment of a $7 [$5] fee, the Department of Fublic

Safety shall issue a card identical to the motor vehicle operator's 

license provided for in AS 28.15.111, except that the card must 

[SHALL] be of a different color and must [SHALL] state in bold type 

letters across the face of it that it is for identification purposes 

only.

* Sec. 2. AS 28.10.051 is amended to read:

Sec. 28.10.051. DEPARTMENT MAY SUSPEND OR REVOKE REGISTRATION. 

The department may suspend or revoke the registration of a vehicle, 

the certificate of registration or a registration plate [PLATES] for a 

vehicle, or a special permit when

certificate, plate_j_ or permit was fraudulently procured or erroneously 

issued;

mechanically unsafe to be driven or moved on a highway, vehicular way 

or area, or other public property in this state and the vehicle has 

been seized or impounded under AS 28.05.091s

registration plates; increasing fees for driver's 

licenses, permits, and identification cards; and 

providing for an effective date."

(1) the department determines that the registration or

(2) the department determines that a registered vehicle is
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(3) a registered vehicle has been scrapped, dismantled or 

destroyed beyond repair;

(4) the department determines that a required fee or tax 

has not been paid and the fee or tax is not paid upon reasonable

notice and demand;

(5) a registration plate, permit, or certificate is know­

ingly displayed upon a vehicle other than the vehicle for which is­

sued ;

(6) the department determines that the owner of a vehicle 

has committed an offense under this chapter involving the registration 

or the certificate, plate, or permit to be suspended or revoked;

(7) the vehicle has been reported to the department as

stolen or unlawfully converted; or

(8) the department is otherwise required to do so under the 

laws of this state.

* Sec. 3. AS 28.10.091 is amended to read:

Sec. 28.10.091. LOST OR MUTILATED CERTIFICATE [CERTIFICATES] OF 

REGISTRATION OR REGISTRATION PLATE [PLATES]. If a certificate of 

registration or a registration plate is lost, stolen, mutilated or

becomes illegible, the owner or legal representative or successor in

interest of the owner of the vehicle for which the certificate or 

plate was issued as shown by the records of the department shall, 

immediately upon discovering the fact, apply for a duplicate or sub­

stitute certificate of registration or registration plate and shall 

return to the department all parts of the original certificate of 

registration or the registration plate [PLATES] that the applicant 

possesses.

* Sec. U. AS 28.10.108(g) is amended to read:

(g) The department shall issue to the registered owner, upon 
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receipt of the proper application and fees, a registration plate, tab 

[PLATES, TABS] and registration form displaying the month and year in 

which the registration expires.

* Sec. 5. AS 28.10.108(h) is amended to read:

(h) The department shall mail notice of registration expiration 

to the registered owner of record at the owner's mailing address as 

shown in the records of the department. An owner of a vehicle subject 

to registration who has received notice under this subsection may 

renew registration of the vehicle by returning the notice form, to­

gether with appropriate fees, to the department by mail postmarked no 

later than the fifth day of the registration renewal period shown upon 

the vehicle's current registration or notice form. Upon receipt of a 

timely postmarked registration renewal and the appropriate fees and 

taxes, the department shall renew the registration and mail the cur­

rent registration card and registration plate or tab [PLATES OR TABS] 

to the owner at the owner's mailing address as shown in the depart­

ment's records.

* Sec 6. AS 28.10.111(b) is amended to read:

(b) The department may receive an application for the renewal of 

vehicle registration and issue a new certificate of registration at 

any time before the expiration of the annual registration as pre­

scribed in regulations adopted by the commissioner. Nothing in this 

section prevents the commissioner from providing for multi-year regis­

tration; however, a person may not display the new registration plate 

[PLATES] on a vehicle before a date which may be set by the commis­

sioner .

* Sec. 7, AS 28.10.161(a) is amended to read:

(a) The [EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN AS 28.10.181(i), THE] department, 

upon registering a vehicle, shall issue the owner one fully
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reflectorized registration plate for the [A TRAILER OR A MOTORCYCLE 

AND TWO FULLY REFLECTORIZED REGISTRATION PLATES FOR EVERY OTHER] 

vehicle. Except as specifically provided in AS 28.10.181, the plate 

must [OR PLATES SHALL] remain with the vehicle as long as the vehicle 

is subject to registration under this chapter.

* Sec. 8. AS 28.10.171(b) is amended to read:

(b) Every registration plate issued under this chapter shall be 

securely fastened to the rear of the vehicle to which it is assigned, 

with the upper edge of the plate horizontal, at a height of not less 

than 12 inches from the ground measuring from the bottom of the plate, 

and maintained in a location and condition so as to be clearly legi­

ble. However, when considered necessary to insure legibility, the 

commissioner may provide by regulation for another method of installa­

tion.

* Sec. 9. AS 28.10.181(a) is amended to read:

(a) The department shall register unique and special vehicles 

and vehicles used for special purposes and issue registration plates 

as provided in this section. Notwithstanding other provisions of this 

chapter, a registration plate [PLATES] issued under this section 

remains [REMAIN] with the person or organization to whom it was [THEY 

ARE] issued when vehicle ownership is transferred or title or interest 

in the vehicle is assigned, except for a plate [PLATES] issued under

(b), (hK and (i) of this section. A registration plate [REGISTRATION 

PLATES] issued under this section may not be used on, or transferred 

to, a vehicle other than the vehicle for which the plate was (PLATES 

ARE] issued without the approval of the department and payment of any 

required fees and taxes prescribed in AS 28.10.421(d), 28.10.431 and 

28.1 0.441; however, if a plate [THE PLATES] issued under (c), (f) , or 

[AND] (j) of this section ij> [ARE] transferred to a vehicle for which 
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the registration fee is more than the fee for the vehicle from which 

the plate was [PLATES ARE] transferred, the owner shall pay the dif­

ference between the two fees. A registration plate [REGISTRATION 

PLATES] issued under this section to which a person is no longer 

entitled or a plate that has been transferred [THE TRANSFER OF THE 

PLATES] to another vehicle which the department does not approve shall 

be returned immediately to the department by the person or organiza­

tion to whom the plate was [PLATES WERE] originally issued.

* Sec. 10. AS 28.10.181(b) is amended to read:

(b) Historic vehicles. The owner of an historic vehicle may 

make application for special registration under this subsection. The 

department, when satisfied that the vehicle meets the requirements for 

historic vehicle registration under regulations adopted by the commis­

sioner, shall register the vehicle and issue a [TWO] permanent regis­

tration plate [PLATES] of distinctive design and color bearing no 

date. This plate must [THESE PLATES] remain with the vehicle as long 

as it is registered under this subsection. A vehicle [VEHICLES] 

qualifying for registration under this subsection shall be issued a 

registration plate [PLATES] numbered in a separate numerical series 

beginning with "Historic Vehicle No. 1."

* Sec. 11. AS 28.10.181(c) is amended l o  read:

(c) Special request plate [PLATES], Upon application by the 

owner of a passenger vehicle, noncommercial van or pick-up truck, or 

motor home, the department may design and issue a registration plate 

[PLATES] containing a series of not more than six letters or numbers 

or combination of letters and numbers as requested by the owner. The 

department may, in its discretion, disapprove the issuance of a regis­

tration plate [PLATES) under this subsection when the requested sym­

bols are a duplication of an existing registration or when the symbols
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are considered unacceptable by the department.

* Sec. 12. AS 28.10.181(f) is amended to read:

(f) Vehicles owned by elected state officials. The department
i

shall issue a special registration plate [PLATES] to each incumbent 

elected state official for display on a noncommercial motor vehicle 

[VEHICLES] owned and driven by the official. The department shall 

number or design the plate [PLATES] so that registration by an elected 

state official is indicated upon the plate [PLATES]. The registration 

plate [PLATES] issued under this subsection remains [REMAIN] with the 

owner of the vehicle only during the official's term of office.

* Sec. 13. AS 28.10.181(g) is amended to read:

(g) Vehicles owned by consular officers of foreign governments.

A vehicle owned by a consular officer of a foreign government shall be

issued a registration plate [PLATES] displaying the title "consular 

corps" or "cc." However, the commissioner may waive the registration 

of consular vehicles and the payment of fees and taxes when consistent 

with international treaties or agreements.

* Sec. 14. AS 28.10.181(h) is amended to read:

(h) Vehicles owned by ranchers, farmers, and dairymen. A vehi­

cle not exceeding an unladen total gross weight of 16,000 pounds,

owned by a person deriving the person's primary source of livelihood 

from the operation of a ranch, farm, or dairy where the person resides 

full-time, and which vehicle is used exclusively to transport the 

person's own ranch, farm, or dairy products to and from the market or 

to transport supplies, commodities or equipment to be used on the 

person's ranch, farrn^ or dairy, may be registered under this sub­

section and may be issued a registration nlate [PLATES] of a distinc­

tive design or system of numbering.

* Sec. 15. AS 28.10.181(i) is amended to read;

CSSB 3( ) -6-
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(i) Amateur mobile radio station vehicles. A validly licensed 

amateur radio operator who presents satisfactory proof that the owner 

holds an unexpired Federal Communications Commission amateur radio 

operator's license of any renewable class, and who presents satisfac­

tory proof that the vehicle contains or carries an amateur radio 

transmitter and receiving unit of a type applicable to the license j  

class applied for, and who is permitted by law to operate a fixed 

station, may register one amateur mobile radio station vehicle for 

each radio license issued by the federal government and may receive 

for the vehicle a distinctive registration plate [PLATES INSTEAD OF 

REGULAR REGISTRATION PLATES]. The number on the plate [PLATES] shall 

be the radio call sign of the owner.

* Sec. 16. AS 28.10.181(j) is amended to read:

(j) Vehicles owned by dealers. A state-registered and bonded

vehicle dealer may apply for daaler registration plates. A plate 

issued under this subsection may be used only on dealer-owned vehicles 

during the routine and normal course of the dealer's business, exclud­

ing service vehicles, or for transporting an unregistered venicle from 

a port of entry to the dealer's facilities or from one dealer to 

another or, in the case of a house trailer, from the retail facility 

to a trailer space. If the dealer sells or transfers the vehicle, the 

dealer plate [PLATES] may be used on the vehicle by the new owner or 

transferee for a period of not more than five days after the sale or 

transfer. The department may seize the dealer plate [PLATES] if it has 

reason to believe that the plate is [PLATES ARE] being used to defeat 

the purposes of, or ijj [ARE] in violation of, this chapter.

* Sec. 17. AS 28.10.181(1) is amended to read:

(1) Vehicles owned by former prisoners of war. The department, 

upon receipt of written proof, may issue without charge a special
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registration plate [PLATES] for one noncommercial motor vehicle to a 

person who h .s been a prisoner of war during a declared war or other 

conflict, as determined by the Department of Defense under federal 

regulations. The design and color of the prisoner of war plate 

[PLATES] shall be solely within the discretion of the commissioner.

* Sec. 18. AS 28.10.181(m) is amended to read:

(m) Special request plate [PLATES] for Alaska National Guard 

personnel. Upon application by the owner of a passenger vehicle, 

noncommercial van or pick-up truck, or motor home who presents satis­

factory proof of current membership in the Alaska National Guard, the 

department may design and issue a registration plate [PLATES] that 

identifies [IDENTIFY] the vehicle as registered to a member of the 

Alaska National Guard. The owner shall return the registration plate 

[PLATES] to the department within 10 days following discharge from the 

Alaska National Guard.

* Sec. 19. AS 28.10.181 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(n) Vehicles used in certain driving offenses. The department 

shall design a special registration plate, numbered in a separate 

numerical series, for issuance under this subsection. The department 

may, upon proper application, issue temporary registration and a 

special registration plate designed under this subsection to a vehicle 

owner who has forfeited registration and a registration plate under 

AS 28.35.039. The owner shall return the special registration plate 

to the department following expiration of the temporary registration 

or transfer of ownership of the vehicle.

* Sec. 20. AS 28.10.271(a) is amended to read:

(a) When the owner of a registered vehicle transfers or assigns 

the owner's title or interest in the vehicle, the registration of the 

vehicle expires; however, the registration plate remains (PLATES 
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1 REMAIN] on the vehicle except as otherwise provided in AS 28.10.181.
2 * Sec. 21. AS 28.10.281(b) is amended to read:
3 (b) A vehicle transferred to a dealer may not be driven unless
* it is re-registered under this chapter or is driven under a dealer
5 registration plate [PLATES] issued under AS 28.10.181(i) .
6 * Sec. 22. AS 28.10.331 is amended to read:
7 Sec. 28.10.331. DEPARTMENT TO ISSUE NEW CERTIFICATES OF TITLE
8 AND REGISTRATION. The department, upon receipt of the certificate of
9 title properly endorsed, the certificate of registration, the regis­

10 tration plate [PLATES], if any, the application for new title and
•> 11

1 registration and all required fees and taxes, shall issue a certifi­
12 cate of title and a certificate of registration to the transferee or

Ij 13 the lienholder lawfully entitled to the certificates.
14
1

* Sec. 23. AS 28.10.351 is amended to read:
15
1 Sec. 28.10.351. DISMANTLING OR WRECKING VEHICLE. A person who

16 dismantles, scraps^ or destroys a registered vehicle shall immediately
! 17 forward to the department the certificates of title and registration
: 18

i and the registration plate [PLATES] for the vehicle.
( 19, * Sec. 24. AS 28.10.421(d)(10) is amended to read:

20 (10) dealer registration plate [PLATES],
21 (A) an [THE] initial plate [SET OF PLATES] . . . $45:
22 (B) each subsequent plate [SET OF PLATES]. . . . $25:
23 * Sec. 25. AS 28.1 0.421 (d) is amended by adding a new paragraph to
24 read:

I 25 (14) special request plate issued under AS 28.10.181(n)...
26

27 plus the fee required for that vehicle under (b), (c), or (d) of this
28 section} the fee required by this paragraph shall be collected on the
29 first issuance of the special request plate.
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* Sec. 26. AS 28.10.A A1 is amended to read:

Sec. 28.10.441. SCHEDULE OF OTHER FEES AND CHARGES. The follow­

ing fees and charges are imposed by the department for the stated

services which it provides:

(1) title fee (including transfer of title)........... $ 5;

(2) lien filing fee....................................  $ 5;

(3) replacement of any registration plate [SET], including 

a special request plate [PLATES] .................................  $ 5;

(4) duplicate of original certificate of title  $ 5;

(5) duplicate of certificate of registration........  $ 2;

(6) temporary preregistration permit issued under AS 28.-

10.031   none;

(7) special transport permit issued under AS 28.10.151 ...

  $ 5;

(8) special permit for vehicle used for transport of dis­

abled or handicapped person as provided in AS 28.10.215....... none.

* Sec. 27. AS 28.10.461 is amended to read:

Sec. 28.10.461. DRIVING VEHICLE WITHOUT EVIDENCE OF REGISTRA­

TION. Except as otherwise expressly permitted in this chapter, a 

person may not drive or move, nor may an ovmer knowingly permit to be 

driven or moved, on a highway or vehicular way or area, a vehicle 

required to be registered under this chapter unless a valid registra­

tion plate, decal, or permit [PLATES, DECALS OR PERMITS] for the

current registration period is [ARE] attached to and displayed on the

vehicle in the manner required by this chapter, and unless a valid 

certificate of registration for the current registration period is 

carried, as required by this chapter, in the vehicle and is available 

for inspection by a peace officer or an authorized representative of 

the department.
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* Sec. 28. AS 28.15.271 is amended to read:

Sec. 28.15.271. FEES. The fees for drivers' licenses and per­

mits, including [BUT NOT LIMITED TO] renewals, are as follows:

(1) all classes of drivers' licenses............  $12 r$ 10] ;

(2) motor-driven cycles........................... $ 12 [$10];

(3) instruction permit................................ $5 [$3];

(A) duplicate of driver's license or instruction per­

mit  $5 [$3];

(5) temporary license and renewal of permit ..........  $3;

(6) school bus driver's permit.......................... $3.

* Sec. 29. AS 28.35 is amended by adding a new section to article 2 to 

read:

Sec. 28.35.039. FORFEITURE OF MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION AND

LICENSE PLATE. (a) In addition to any other penalty provided by law, 

the court shall require the registered owner, including an owner

registered jointly with another owner, to surrender to the court the 

registration and registration plate of the motor vehicle involved in 

the commission of the following offenses:

(1) a second conviction within a five year period or a

third conviction within a 10-year period, for driving while intoxicat­

ed under AS 28.35.030 or refusal to submit to a chemical test of 

breath under AS 28.35.032, or another law or ordinance with substan­

tially similar elements; or

(2) a conviction under AS 28.15.291 for driving a motor

vehicle when that person's driver's license has been revoked and the 

revocation was imposed under AS 28.15.181(a)(5), or another law or 

ordinance with substantially similar elements.

(b) This section does not apply if the registered owner of the 

motor vehicle was not driving the vehicle during the commission of the
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offense, unless the vehicle was used with the permission of the owner 

and the ownei knew, prior to the commission of the offense, that the 

person was operating the vehicle without a /alid driver's license.

(c) For purposes of this section, convictions for driving while 

intoxicated under AS 28.35.030, and for refusal to submit to a chemi­

cal test of breath under AS 28.35.032, if arising out of a single 

transaction and a single arrest, are considered one previous convic­

tion .

(d) The registration and registration plate surrendered under 

this section shall be transmitted to the department, and may not be 

reissued by the department until the period of driver's license revo­

cation imposed by the court is completed. A person who surrenders a 

registration or a registration plate under this section may apply to 

the department for a temporary registration and registration plate 

under AS 28.10.181 (n). An application may not be accepted by the 

department unless a member of the applicant's household has a valid 

driver's licensa.

(e) A person required to surrender a registration and registra­

tion plate under this section and whose driver's license has been 

revoked, shall also identify to the court all persons residing in the

person's household who are 16 years of age or older. These names

shall be reported to the department along with the name of the person 

in the household whose driver's license has been revoked. The depart­

ment shall provide to each named person written notice of the fact 

that the driver's license of the person identified in the report has 

been revoked, and that if a vehicle owner knowingly permits a person 

who does not have a valid driver's license to drive the owner's vehi­

cle, the owner will be required to surrender the vehicle's registra­

tion and registration plate.
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(f) An owner who has surrendered a motor vehicle registration 

and registration plate under (a) of this section, and who wishes to 

sell the vehicle, may apply to the department for permission to trans­

fer title to the motor vehicle. The department may, after trans­

ferring ownership of the vehicle, issue a new registration and regis-
I

tration plate. When title to a motor vehicle is transferred by fore­

closure, conditional sale contract, execution sale, or by a court 

decree, the department shall transfer the registration to the new 

owner and may reissue the registration plate.

* Sec. 30. AS 28.10.171(a) is repealed.

* Sec. 31. Sections 1 and 28 of this Act take effect July 1, 1987.

* Sec. 32. Sections 2 - 27, 29, and 30 of this Act take effect 

January 1, 1988.
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1 IN THE SENATE

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 3 ( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to motor vehicle registration and

registration plates; increasing fees for driver's 

licenses, permits, and identification cards; and 

providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 18.65.310(a) is amended to read:

(a) Upon payment of a $7̂  [$5] fee, the Department of Public 

Safety shall issue a card identical to the motor vehicle operator's 

license provided for in AS 28.15.111, except that the card must 

[SHALL] be of a different color and must [SHALL] state in bold type 

letters across the face of it that it is for identification purposes 

only.

* Sec. 2. AS 28.10.051 is amended to read:

Sec. 28.10.051. DEPARTMENT MAY SUSPEND OR REVOKE REGISTRATION.

The department may suspend or revoke the registration of a vehicle, 

the certificate of registration or a registration plate [PLATES] for a 

vehicle, or a special permit when

(1) the department determines that the registration or 

certificate, plate_j_ or permit was fraudulently procured or erroneously 

issued;

(2) the department determines that a registered vehicle is 

mechanically unsafe to be driven or moved on a highway, vehicular way 

or area, or ocher public property in this state and the vehicle has 

been seized or impounded under AS 28.05.091;
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(3) a registered vehicle has been scrapped, dismantled or 

destroyed beyond repair;

(4) the department determines that a required fee or tax 

has not been paid and the fee or tax is not paid upon reasonable

notice and demand;

(5) a registration plate, permit, or certificate is know­

ingly displayed upon a vehicle other than the vehicle for which is­

sued ;

(6) the department determines that the owner of a vehicle 

has committed an offense under this chapter involving the registration 

or the certificate, plate, or permit to be suspended or revoked;

(7) the vehicle has been reported to the department as

stolen or unlawfully converted; or

(8) the department is otherwise required to do so under the 

laws of this state.

* Sec. 3. AS 28.10.091 is amended to read:

Sec. 28.10.091. LOST OR MUTILATED CERTIFICATE [CERTIFICATES] OF 

REGISTRATION OR REGISTRATION PLATE [PLATES], If a certificate of 

registration or a registration plate is lost, stolen, mutilated or

becomes illegible, the owner or legal representative 'r successor in

interest of the owner of the vehicle for which the certificate or 

plate was issued as shown by the records of the department shall, 

immediately upon discovering the fact, apply for a duplicate or sub­

stitute certificate of registration or registration plate and shall 

return to the department all parts of the original certificate of 

registration or the registration plate [PLATES] that the applicant 

possesses.

* Sec. 4, AS 28.10.108(g) is amended to read:

(g) The department shall issue to the registered owner, upon 
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receipt of the proper application and fees, a registration plate, tab 

[P L A T E S , TA B S ] and registration form displaying the month and year in 

which the registration expires.

* Sec. 5. AS 28.10.108(h) is amended to read:

(h) The department shall mail notice of registration expiration 

to the registered owner of record at the owner's mailing address as 

shown in the records of the department. An owner of a vehicle subject 

to registration who has received notice under this subsection may 

renew registration of the vehicle by returning the notice form, to­

gether with appropriate fees, to the department by mail postmarked no 

later than the fifth day of the registration renewal period shown upon 

the vehicle's current registration or notice form. Upon receipt of a 

timely postmarked registration renewal and the appropriate fees and 

taxes, the department shall renew the registration and mail the cur­

rent registration card and registration plate or tab [PLATES OR TABS] 

to the owner at the owner's mailing address as shown in the depart­

ment's records.

* Sec. 6. AS 28.10.111(b) is amended to read:

(b) The department may receive an application for the renewal of 

vehicle registration and issue a new certificate of registration at 

any time before the expiration of the annual registration as pre­

scribed in regulations adopted by the commissioner. Nothing in this 

section prevents the commissioner from providing for multi-year regis­

tration; however, a person may not display the new registration plate 

[PLATES] on a vehicle before a date which may be set by the commis­

sioner .

* Sec. 7. AS 28.10.161(a) is amended to read:

(a) The [EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN AS 28.10.181(i), THE) department, 

upon registering a vehicle, shall issue the owner one fully
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reflectorized registration plate for the [A TRAILER OR A MOTORCYCLE 

AND TWO FULLY REFLECTORIZED REGISTRATION PLATES FOR EVERY OTHER] 

vehicle. Except as specifically provided in AS 28.10.181, the plate 

must [OR PLATES SHALL] remain with the vehicle as long as the vehicle 

is subject to registration under this chapter.

* Sec. 8. AS 28.10.171(b) is amended to read:

(b) Every registration plate issued under this chapter shall be 

securely fastened to the rear of the vehicle to which it is assigned, 

with the upper edge of the plate horizontal, at a height of not less 

than 12 inches from the ground measuring from the bottom of the plate, 

and maintained in a location and condition so as to be clearly legi­

ble. However, when considered necessary to insure legibility, the 

commissioner may provide by regulation for another method of installa­

tion .

* Sec. 9. AS 28.10.181(a) is amended to read:

(a) The department shall register unique and special vehicles 

and vehicles used for special purposes and issue registration plates 

as provided in this section. Notwithstanding other provisions of this 

chapter, a registration plate [PLATES] issued under this section 

remains [REMAIN] with the person or organization to whom it was [THEY 

ARE] issued when vehicle ownership is transferred or title or interest 

in the vehicle is assigned, except for a plate [PLATES] issued under

(b), (hK and (i) of this section. A registration plate [REGISTRATION 

PLATES] issued under this section may not be used on, or transferred 

to, a vehicle other than the vehicle for which the plate was [PLATES 

ARE] issued without the approval of the department and payment of any 

required fees and taxes prescribed in AS 28.10.421(d), 28.10.431 and 

28.10.441; however, if a plate [THE PLATES] issued under (c), (f), or 

[AND] (j) of this section is [ARE] transferred to a vehicle for which 
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the registration fee is more than the fee for the vehicle from which 

the plate was [PLATES ARE] transferred, the owner shall pay the dif­

ference between the two fees. A registration plate [REGISTRATION 

PLATES] issued under this section to which a person is no longer 

entitled or a plate that has been transferred [THE TRANSFER OF THE 

PLATES] to another vehicle which the department does not approve shall 

be returned immediately to the department by the person or organiza­

tion to whom the plate was [PLATES WERE] originally issued.

* Sec. 10. AS 28.10.181(b) is amended to read:

(b) Historic vehicles. The owner of an historic vehicle may 

make application for special registration under this subsection. The 

department, when satisfied that the vehicle meets the requirements fcr 

historic vehicle registration under regulations adopted by the commis­

sioner, shall register the vehicle and issue a [TWO] permanent regis­

tration plate [PLATES] of distinctive design and color bearing no 

date. This plate must [THESE PLATES] remain with the vehicle as long 

as it is registered under this subsection. A vehicle [VFHICLES] 

qualifying for registration under this subsection shall be issued a 

legistration plate [PLATES] numbered in a separate numerical series 

beginning with "Historic Vehicle No. 1."

* Sec. 11. AS 28.10.181(c) is amended to read:

(c) Special request plate [PLATES]. Upon application by the 

owner of a passenger vehicle, noncommercial van or pick-up truck, or 

motor home, the department may design and issue a registration plate 

[PLATES] containing a series of not more than six letters or numbers 

or combination of letters and numbers as requested by the owner. The 

department may, in its discretion, disapprove the issuance of a regis­

tration plate [PLATES] under this subsection when the requested sym­

bols are a duplication of an existing registration or when the symbols
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are considered unacceptable by the department.

* Sec. 12. AS 28.10.181(f) is amended to read:

(f) Vehicles owned by elected state officials. The department

shall issue a special registration plate [PLATES] to each incumbent

elected state official for display on a noncommercial motor vehicle

[VEHICLES] owned and driven by the official. The department shall 

number or design the plate [PLATES] so that registration by an elected 

state official is indicated upon the plate [PLATES]. The registration

plate [PLATES] issued under this subsection remains [REMAIN] with the

owner of the vehicle only during the official's term of office.

* Sec. 13. AS 28.10.181(g) is amended to read:

(g) Vehicles owned by consular officers of foreign governments.

A vehicle owned by a CDnsular officer of a foreign government shall be

issued a registration plate [PLATES] displaying the title "consular 

corps" or "cc." However, the commissioner may waive the registration 

of consular vehicles and the payment of fees and taxes when consistent 

with international treaties or agreements.

* Sec. 14. AS 28.10.181(h) is amended to read:

(h) Vehicles owned by ranchers, farmers, and dairymen. A vehi­

cle not exceeding an unladen total gross weight of 16,000 pounds,

owned by a person deriving the person's primary source of livelihood 

from the operation of a ranch, farm, or dairy where the person resides 

full-time, and which vehicle is used exclusively to transport the 

person's own ranch, farm, or dairy products to and from the market or 

to transport supplies, commodities or equipment to be used on the 

person's ranch, farm^ or dairy, may be registered under this sub­

section and may be issued a registration plate [PLATES] of a distinc­

tive design or system of numbering.

* Sec. 15. AS 28.10.181(i) is amended to read:
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(i) Amateur mobile radio station vehicles. A validly licensed

amateur radio operator who presents satisfactory proof that the owner 

holds an unexpired Federal Communication': Commission amateur radio

operator's license of any renewable class, and who presents satisfac­

tory proof that the vehicle contains or carries an amateur radio 

transmitter and receiving unit of a type applicable to the license 

class applied for, and who is permitted by law to operate a fixed 

station, may register one amateur mob'le radio station vehicle for 

each radio license issued by the federal government and may receive 

for the vehicle a distinctive registration plate [PLATES INSTEAD OF 

REGULAR REGISTRATION PLATES]. The number on the plate [PLATES] shall 

be the radio call sign of the owner.

* Sec. 16. AS 28.10.181<j) is amended to read:

(j) Vehicles owned by dealers. A state-registered and bonded

vehicle dealer may apply for dealer registration plates. A plate 

issued under this subsection may be used only on dealer-owned vehicles 

during the routine and normal course of the dealer's business, exclud­

ing service vehicles, or for transporting an unregistered vehicle from 
191

a port of entry to the dealer's facilities or from one dealer to
20!

21 

22

23

24

25

26

27

28 

29

another or, in the case of a house trailer, from the retail facility 

to a trailer space. If the d'--i*»- sells or transfers the vehicle, the 

dealer plate [PLATES] may be used on the vehicle by the new owrnier or 

transferee for a period of not more than five days after the sale or 

transfer. The department may seise the dealer plate [PLATES] if it has 

reason to believe that the plate is [PLATES ARE] being used to defeat 

the purposes of, or is [ARE] in violation of, this chapter.

* Sec. 17. AS 28.10.181(1) is amended to read:

(1) Vehicles owned by former prisoners of war. The department, 

upon receipt of written proof, may issue without charge a special
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registration plate [PLATES] for one noncommercial motor vehicle to a 

person who has been a prisoner of war during a declared war or other 

conflict, as determined by the Department of Defense under federal 

regulations. The design and color of the prisoner of war plate 

[PLATES] shall be solely within the discretion of the commissioner.

* Sec. 18. AS 28.10.181(m) is amended to read:

(m) Special request plate [PLATES] for Alaska National Guard

personnel. Upon application by the owner of a passenger vehicle, 

noncommercial van or pick-up truck, or motor home who presents satis­

factory proof of current membership in the Alaska National Guard, the 

department may design and issue a registration plate [PLATES] that 

! identifies [IDENTIFY] the vehicle as registered to a member of the
I

Alaska National Guard The owner shall return the registration plate 

[PLATES] to the department within 10 days following discharge from the 

Alaska National Guard.

* Sec. 19. AS 28.10.181 is amended by adding a new7 subsection to read:

(n) Vehicles used in certain driving offenses. The department 

shall design a special registration plate, numbered in a separate 

numerical series, for issuance under this subsection. The department 

may, upon proper application, issue temporary registration and a 

special registration plate designed under this subsection to a vehicle 

owner who has forfeited registration and a registration plate under 

AS 28.35.039. The owner shall return the special registration plate 

to the department following expiration of the temporary registration

or transfer of ownership of the vehicle.

* Sec. 20. AS 28.10.271(a) is amended to read:

(a) When the owner of a registered vehicle transfers or assigns

the owner's title or interest in the vehicle, the registration of the 

vehicle expires a however, the registration plate remains [PLATES 
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REMAIN] on the vehicle except as otherwise provided in AS 28.10.181.

* Sec. 21. AS 28.10.281(b) is amended to read:

(b) A vehicle transferred to a dealer may not be driven unless 

it is re-registered under this chapter or is driven under a dealer 

registration plate [PLATES] issued under AS 28 .10.181(j ).

* Sec. 22. AS 28.10.331 is amended to read:

Sec. 28.10.331. DEPARTMENT TO ISSUE NEW CERTIFICATES OF TITLE

AND REGISTRATION. The department, upon receipt of the certificate of 

title properly endorsed, the certificate of registration, the regis­

tration plate [PLATES], if any, the application for new title and 

registration and all required fees and taxes, shall issue a certifi­

cate of title and a certificate of registration to the transferee or 

the lienholder lawfully entitled to the certificates.

* Sec. 23. AS 28.10.351 is amended to read:

Sec. 28.10.351. DISMANTLING OR WRECKING VEHICLE. A person who 

dismantles, scraps^ or destroys a registered vehicle shall immediately 

forward to the department the certificates of title and registration

and the registration plate [PLATES] for the vehicle.

* Sec. 24. AS 28.10.421(d)(10) is amended to read:

(10) dealer registration plate [PLATES],

(A) an [THE] initial plate [SET OF PLATES] . . . $45;

(B) each subsequent plate [SET OF PLATES]. . . . $25;

* Sec. 25. AS 28.10.421 (d) is amended by adding a new paragraph to 
read:

(14) special request plate issued under AS 28.10.181(n)...

.......................................................................  $25;
plus the fee required for that vehicle under (b), (c), or (d) of this

section; the fee required by this paragraph shall be collected on the

first issuance of the spec:3l request plate.
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* Sec. 26. AS 28.10.441 is amended to read:

2 Sec. 28.10.441. SCHEDULE OF OTHER FEES AND CHARGES. The follow-
3 ing fees and charge5 are imposed by the department for the stated

4 services which it provides:

(1) title fee (including transfer of title).........  $ 5;

6 (2) lien filing fee....................................  $ 5;

(3) replacement of any registration plate [SET], including 

a special request plate [PLATES]   $ 5;
9 I (4) duplicate of original ce/tificate of title  $ 5;

10j (5) duplicate of certificate of registration  $ 2;

11! (6) temporary preregistration permit issued under AS 28.-
12 ■ 10.031   none;
13 ./) special transport permit issued under AS 28.10.151 ...
14 ! g c

  $ 5 j
15 ' (8) special permit for vehicle used for transport of dis-
16 abled or handicapped person as provided in AS 28.10.215......  none.
17 ' * S^c. 27. AS 28.10.461 is amended to read:
18 I Sec. 28.10.461. DRIVING VEHICLE WITHOUT EVIDENCE OF REGISTRA-
19 TION. Except as otl jrwise expressly permitted in this chapter, a
20 person may not drive or move, nor may an owner knowingly permit to be
21 driven or moved, on a highway or vehicular way or area, a vehicle
22 required to be registered under this chapter unless a valid registra­

tion plate, decal, or permit [PLATES, DECALS OR PERMITS] for the
24

current registration period is [ARE] attached to and displayed on the
25 vehicle in the manner required by this chapter, and unless a valid
26 certificate of registration for the current registration period is
27

carried, as required by this chapter, in the vehicle and is available
28 for inspection by a peace officer or an authorized representative of
29—  the department.
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* Sec. 28. AS 28.15.271 is amended to read:

Sec. 28.15.271. FEES. The fees for drivers' licenses and per­

mits, including [BUT NOT LIMITED TO] renewals, are as follows:

(1) all classes of drivers' licenses.............  $ 12 [$10];

(2) motor-driven cycles...........................  $12 [$10];

(3) instruction permit  $5 [$3];

(4) duplicate of driver's license or instruction per- i

mit  $5 [ $3 ] ;

(5) temporary license and renewal of permit .............  $3;

(6) school bus driver's permit..........................  $3.

* Sec. 29. AS 28.35 is amended by adding a new section to article 2 to 

read:

Sec. 28.35.039. FORFEITURE OF MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION AND

LICENSE PLATE. (a) In addition to any other penalty provided by law, 

the court shall reouire the registered owner, including an owner

registered jointly with another owner, to surrender to the court the 

registration and registration plate of the motor vehicle involved in 

the commission of the following offenses:

(1) a second conviction within a five-year period or a

third conviction within a 10-year period, for driving while intoxicat­

ed under AS 28.35.030 or refusal to submit to a chemical test of 

breath under AS 28.35.032, or another law or ordinance with substan­

tially similar elements; or

(2) a conviction under AS 28.15.291 for driving a motor

vehicle when that person's driver's license has been revoked and the 

revocation was imposed under AS 28.15.181(a)(5), or another law or 

ordinance with substantially similar elements.

(b) This section does not apply if the registered owner of the 

motor vehicle was not driving the vehicle during the commission of the
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offense, unless the vehicle was used with the permission of the owner 

and the owner knew, prior to the commission of the offense, that the 

person was operating the vehicle without a valid driver's license.

(c) For purposes of this section, convictions for driving while 

intoxicated under AS 28.35.030, and for refusal to submit to a chemi­

cal test of breath under AS 28.35.032, if arising out of a single 

transaction and a single arrest, are considered one previous convic­

tion.

(d) The registration and registration plate surrendered under 

this sectior shall be transmitted to the department, and may not be 

reissued by the department until the period of driver's license revo­

cation imposed by the court is completed. A person who surrenders a 

registration or a registration plate under this section may apply to 

the department for a temporary registration and registration plate 

under AS 28.10.181 (n) . An application may not be accepted by the 

department unless a member of the applicant's household has a valid 

driver's license.

(e) A person required to surrender a registration and registra­

tion plate under this section and whose driver's license has been 

revoked, shall also identify to the court all persons residing in the 

person's household who are 16 years of age or older. These names 

shall be reported to the department along with the name of the person 

in the household whose driver's license has been revoked. The depart­

ment shall provide to each named person written notice of the fact 

that the driver's license of the person identified in the report has 

been revoked, and that if a vehicle owner knowingly permits a person 

who does not have a valid driver's license to drive the owner's vehi­

cle, the owner will be required to surrender the vehicle's registra­

tion and registration plate.
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(f) An owner who has surrendered a motor vehicle registration 

and registration plate under (a) of this section, and who wishes to 

sell the vehicle, may apply to the department for permission to trans­

fer title to the motor vehicle. The department may, after trans­

ferring ownership of the vehicle, issue a new registration and regis­

tration plate. When title to a motor vehicle is transferred by fore­

closure, conditional sale contract, execution sale, or by a court 

decree, the department shall transfer the registration to the new 

owner and may reissue the registration plate.

* Sec. 30. AS 28.10.17i(a) is repealed.

* Sec. 31. Sections 1 and 28 of this Act take effect July 1, 1987.

* Sec. 32. Sections 2 - 27, 29, and 30 of this Act take effect

January 1, 1988.
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Attached is a bill, requested by the Department of 
Public Safety (DPS), which makes cost-saving and revenue- 
generating changes in the laws regarding motor vehicle registra­
tion and driver licensing. The request for this bill was ap­
proved by Pete Jeans on January 5, 1987.

The bill reduces the number of metal registration 
plates required for a motor vehicle from two to one, thereby 
saving the state approximately $(.0,000 a year in associated 
costs. The bill also increases by $2 the fee that a person must 
pay to obtain a driver's license, certain permits, or a state 
identification card (DPS originally requested, and received ap­
proval for, a $1 increase). This increase is intended to cover 
the cost of continuing to include photographs on these licenses 
and cards. (DPS had considered the elimination of these photos 
as a way to lessen the cost of providing licensing services and 
to help absorb the recent reduction in its operating budget.) 
This small increase in fees is expected to generate approximate­
ly $400,000 in additional revenue annually.

A draft transmittal letter to the legislature, ex­
plaining the bill in more detail, is also attached.
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Under the authority of art. Ill, sec. 18, of the Alaska 

Constitution, I am transmitting a bill that will decrease 

the cost to the state of registering motor vehicles, and 

increase the general fund receipts generated by the issu- 

ance of drivers' licenses, instruction permits, school bus 

drivers' permits, and identification cards.

The bill does two things. First, sec. 5 of the bill amends 

existing law to require that the Department of Public Safe­

ty (DPS) issue only one metal registration plate per motor 

vehicle, rather than the two plates now required for all 

vehicles except motorcycles and trailers. This simple 

change will save the state approximately $60,000 a year in 

costs associated with the purchase and issuance of these 

plates. As stated in sec. 6 of the bill, the single plate 

must be displayed on the rear of each vehicle. The changes 

made in secs. 2 -- 4 and 7 -- 17 of the bill are merely 

conforming amendments needed to make it clear that the law 

no longer requires the issuance of more than one registra­

tion plate for any single vehicle.

Second, secs. I and IS of the bill increase by $2 the fee 

that a person must pay to obtain a driver's license, mo­

torcycle license, instruction permit, school bus driver’s
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permit, or state identification card. This modest increase 

will cover the cost of continuing to provide photographs on 

licenses and ID cards. As a cost-saving measure, we con­

sidered eliminating photographs from these licenses and 

cards. To ensure adequate identification of drivers and ID 

card holders, ..however,. we concluded .that it was preferable 

t.o... continue the practice .of affixing photographs to these 

documents, but to require that the individual seeking the 

document reimburse the state for the cost of this practice. 

The fee increase is expected to produce about $400,000 a 

year in additional revenue to the state.

In this period of declining revenues, the state must make 

all reasonable efforts to reduce the cost of providing es­

sential state services and to generate additional revenue. 

Although relatively minor, the cost-cutting measures con­

tained in the bill, and, if appropriated to DPS, the reve­

nue generated by the bill, will help to offset the re­

ductions that have been made in the DPS operating budget 

and to ensure the continued efficiency of motor vehicle 

registration and licensing services. I therefore urge vour 

prompt and favorable action on this bill.

Sincerely,

Steve Cowper
Governor
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C O N T I N U A T I O N  o f  F I S C A L  N O T E  A N A L Y S I S

For  IIMl/Resolution No. cssb 3 (Trsp) draft

This bill requires issuance of temporary registration and special license 
plates to violators convicted of specific offenses. It also requires a 
letter be sent to all persons 16 years of age or older who reside with 
the violator when the violator's registration and license plates have been 
surrendered to the court. In addition the bill reduces the number of 
license plates required on a motor vehicle from two to one, and increases 
driver licensing and identification card fees by $2.00.

EXPENDITURES:
Personal Services

One part-time Motor Vehicle Rep III, Range 10 15.5 15.5

Contractual
1 , 1 4 0  special license plates @ $ 4 . 5 0  per set avg. 5 . 1
Posta'gfe'“f5f,__specrr£ll—pT3CCfS“ t ~ $ T r 4 3 -prer set -avg. - 1 . 6
Postage for letters _required_in section

28.35.039(e). 1,800 X $'.22 ’ ' "" .4
Postage for general correspondence

1 , 1 4 0  x  $ . 2 2 " "  . 3
Print temporary registrations, 1,140 x .07 .1
Print form letter .1
Savings - 332,500 less tabs @ $.015 (1/2 year) (5.0)

2 . 6  2 . 6

Commodities
Normal office'supplies .L .1

18.2

CAPITAL:
25.000 license plates <3 $1.00 (1/2 year) (25.0) (25.0)

REVENUE:
1,140 special license plates Q $25.00 28.5
180.000 driver licenses and permits (3 $2.00 360.0
20.000 identification cards @ $2.00 40.0

428.5

A 3% increase in population and inflation is included for FY89 and 
subsequent years. No increase in number of special plates issued.

ASSUMPTIONS:

The section of law pertaining to special license plates is eftective 
July 1, 1987.

The section of law pertaining to increase in driver license and identi­
fication card fees is eftective July I, 1987.

The section of law pertaining to one license plate is effective January
1. 1988.



Position Title Motor Vehicle Representative III
I iiitc Sums

PPT
Stall Months

No. of Positions Range/Step 1QB

Location
Anchorage

Uarfi. Unit c c u

Llcclion District
7-15

.  • •

I ur. ling Source for 'lolal Cost
IV.ter.at R e re li  is I (JU2
(! F Match I (Ml
f i e r i e r a l  fu .-.J 1001
I A Receipts 1005

Cl I* Receipts 1061
Other

Type of Lircnditure Amount
1 2 3

Salary 1 1 . 1 7 2
i ’ . • . ' 5 I "Hencfiis 5 . 2 Q 3

Picmium Pay
Oilier

Tnlal Personal Services ‘ ' ; 15 . 5
Travel -

Contractual 7 . 6
Commodities .1
l.i)ui|>liieiil -
U ii.cr -

Total Cost 2 3 . 2

2 3 . 2

. iV . .  t  4 .
* •. .* • J v.-, ; \

. : * * *5 '
• ' ■ K : r.': ’; y ;  •;

if ■ \

Justification

The Special Programs Unit of Lite Division of 
Motor Vehicles, which currently handles special­
ized license plate applications, is being 
reduced by 332 as a FY88 decrement. As a 
result the division will no longer issue some 
specialized plates, such as personalized (vanity 
plates. Tltis bill requires issuance of 
specialized license plates to certain law 
violators. This position would process the 
special applications; issue the registration 
and plates; maintain separate records on these 
vehicles; and reissue regular registration and 
plates when the driver's license revocation 
has ended. Tiie position would also be respon­
sible for collection and disposition of 
registration and license plates surrendered to 
the court, and the temporary registration and 
special plates surrendered after the revocation 
has ended. The position will process titles 
when the vehicle with special plates is sold 
during the revocation period. Will also be 
responsible to collect the required fee, and 
account for all monies received.

Request Kor 
New Position

• Agency  n n p . - n - r n r n r . _ n f  I ' n h l i  r  S a f e t y

jjPU Division of Motor Vehicles
Componcnl Vehicle. S e r v ic e s ______________

Pj i ;c 3 of
Revised Date

K Y  88



This bill reduces the number of metal registration plates 
required for a motor vehicle from two to one. The one plate will be 
displayed on the rear of the vehicle. Twenty states currently issue 
only one plate and four others have introduced legislation to change 
to only one plate. This is a cost-saving measure that is included 
in the FY-88 budget for a total annual savings of $60,000.00.

The bill also increases by $2.00 the fee that a person must pay 
to obtain drivers licenses and identification cards. This increase 
will cover the costs of continuing to provide photographs on 
licenses and ID cards. The fee increase is expected to produce 
about $400,000.00 a year in additional revenue to the state.

The department supports this legislation.



BILL NO: SB 3 DATE: Januarv 23, 1987

TITLE: An Act relating to motor
vehicle registration and 
registration plates

CONTACT: Bill Brown
465-4335
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The bill will require the court to collect the registration and license 
plates from some repeat DWI offenders, and some offenders convicted of 
driving while revoked. The person may then apply to the department for 
specially designed license plates to replace those surrendered to the 
court. The department would also be required to send letters to all 
persons 17 years of age or older residing in the defendant's household.

It is felt the special plates would deter the "revoked" driver from 
operating that specific vehicle during the time the special plates are 
displayed, however, not other vehicles owned by the person. It is 
unknown whether the possibility of receiving the special plates would 
deter an individual from driving while intoxicated.

The department recommends the following amendments:

(1) Page 2, line 14: change AS 28.35.031 to AS 28.35.032.
Section 032 is the criminal offense of refusal to
submit to a chemical test of breath, not 031.

(2) Page 2, line 25 and 26: delete all wording after "valid
driver's license". For the offenses outlined in AS 
28.35.039(a)(1) & (2), the person would not be eligible 
for a limited license, thus the last part of the 
sentence is unnecessary.

(3) Page 2 and 3: delete section (e). The last sentence
implies an action that may be taken, however, the action
has already occurred as outlined in the first sentence.
Thus, the letter would be unnecessary.

The bill will increase the workload on the courts and motor vehicles. 
The impact on motor vehicles would be the requirement to issue a 
temporary registration and special license plates; maintain separate 
records on these vehicles; and reissue regular registration and plates 
when the driver's license revocation has ended. As part of the motor 
vehicles decrement for FY88, the special programs unit is being reduced 
by 33% and the division will no longer issue some specialized license 
plates such as personalized (vanity) plates. There will be insuffi­
cient employees left in that unit to absorb the impact of this bill, 
and a part-time position is included in the fiscal note.

The department is neutral on this bill.

i y• * i /    *----
WILLIAM K. NIX 7 

Acting Commissioner



S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  19S7 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N
F I S C A L  N O T E

REQUEST:
Revision Dale:_______________________ _
Tide: An Act relating to motor vehicle
registration and registration plates.
Sponsor: Abood______________________
Requestor: Senate State Affairs_______

Bill Version: 
Publish D a te :

SB 3

Agency Affected: Public Safety
BRU :_________ Motor Vehicles

Components Vehicle Services

F. XT F.N DIT U R F.S/ R F  V F.N U F S : (Thousands of Doll an)

OPERATING FY 87 FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

.. : .... 16.5 17.0 17.5

8.6 8.9 9.2 y.o 9.8
.1 .1 .1 .1 .i

TOTAL OPERATING 9A 9 25.0 25.8 26.6 27.4

CAPITAL

REVENUE

F UNDI NG:  (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL EUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
CM HER
iniAi.

24.2 25.0 25.8 26.6 27.4

POSITIONS:
FULLTIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

1 1 1 1 1

ANAL YS I S  : ( Attach a separate page if necessary)

This bill requires issuance of temporary registration and special license 
plates to violators convicted of specific offenses. Also requires letter 
be sent to all persons 17 years of age or older who reside with the violator 
when the violator's registration and license plates have been surrendered to
l-rcpScdbyfl: Bill B r o w n _________________  phonc . 465-4335
Division:  _____________________M o t o r  V e h i c l e s  n______________  n „ „ .  1 - 2 3 - 8 7

Approved by Commissioner ^ yp >  j-ja(e . / -  1 n S ' " )
Agency:
Distribution (by preparer) :

Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
01 lice of Management and Budget
Impacted Agcncy(ies) page —1—  of
Senate Secretary
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C O N T I N U A T I O N  uT F I S C A L  N O T E  A N A L Y S I S

For Bil l /Resolut ion No. SB 3_______

The cost breakdown is as follows:

Personal Services
One Part-Time Motor Vehicle Rep. Ill, Range 10 15.5 15.5

Contractual
1,140 special license plates @$5.00 per set 5.7
Postage for license plates @$1.75 per set 2.0
Postage for letters required in section

28.35.039(e). 1,800 x .22 .4
Postage for general correspondence

1,140 x .22 .3
Print temporary registrations 1,140 x .07 .1
Print form letter .1

Total 8.6

Commodities
Normal office supplies .1  .1

TOTAL 24.2

A 3% inflation factor is included in subsequent fiscal year computations.

rate 2 ot- 3



I’osilion Tille

Time Status
PPT

Motor Vehicle Representative III 
Staff Months

12

No. of Posiiions Range/Step 1QB

Location
Anchorage

Darg. Unit GGU

Election District
7-15

Type of Expenditure Amount

1 2 3

Salarv 1 1 . 1 7 2
Hcnefits A . 2 9 3
Premium Pay
Oilier

Tnlal Personal Services 1 5 . 5
Travel -

Contractual 8 .6
Commodities .1
Equipment -
Other -

Total Cosl 2 4 . 2

Funding Source for Total Cosl
Federal Receipts 1002
Ct. F. Match 1003
General Fund 1004 2 4 . 2
l-A Receipts 1006
C IP  Receipts 1061

Other

Justification

The Special Programs Unit of the Division of 
Motor Vehicles, which currently handles special­
ized license plate applications, is being 
reduced by 33% as a FY88 decrement. As a 
result the division will no longer issue some 
specialized plates, such as personalized (vanity 
plates. This bill requires issuance of 
specialized license plates to certain law 
violators. This position would process the 
special applications; issue the registration 
and plates; maintain separate records on these 
vehicles; and reissue regular registration and 
plates when the driver's license revocation 
has ended. The position would also be respon­
sible for collection and disposition of 
registration and license plates surrendered to 
the court, and the temporary registration and 
special plates surrendered after the revocation 
has ended. The position will process titles 
when the vehicle with special plates is sold 
during the revocation period.

Request For 
N ew  Position

©

Agency

DRU

Component

Department _nf Pub Ur. Safety 
Division of Motor Vehicles 
Vehicle Services_____________

FY 88
P a g e 3 of 3
Revised Dale



BILL NO: CSSB 3(SA) DATE: April 6, 1987

TITLE: An Act relating to forfeiture CONTACT: Bill Brown 
of motor vehicle tegistration 465-4335
and registration plates
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The bill will require the court to collect the registration and license 
plates from some repeat DWI offenders, and some offenders convicted of 
driving while revoked. The person may then apply to the department for 
specially designed license plates to replace those surrendered to the 
court. The department would also be required to send letters to all 
persons 16 years of age or older residing in the defendant's household. 
A S25.00 fee will be charged for the special plates to cover the cost 
of the new program.

It is felt the special plates would deter the "revoked" driver from
operating that specific vehicle during the time the special plates are
displayed. The letter sent to other household residents should deter
the "revoked" drivers from operating other vehicles owned by the 
person. It is unknown whether the possibility of receiving the special 
plates would deter an individual from driving while intoxicated.

The bill will increase the workload on the courts and motor vehicles. 
The impact on motor vehicles would be the requirement to issue a
temporary registration and special license plates; maintain separate 
records on these vehicles; and reissue regular registration and plates 
when the driver's license revocation has ended. As part of the motor 
vehicles decrement for FY88, the special programs unit is being reduced 
by 33% and the division will no longer issue some specialized license 
plates such as personalized (vanity) plates. There will be insuffi­
cient employees left in that unit to absorb the impact of this bill, 
and a part-time position is included in the fiscal note.

The department is neutral on this bill.

V i v l V r C r X - U -
WILLIAM R. Nik 

Acting Commissioner



STATE OF ALASKA 19S7 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
FISCAL NOTE

R E Q U E S T :  ___________________________________

Revision D a le :____________________________________
T i d e : sn . w  r . - l n r i n ^  ro  f o r f e i t u r e  o f
m o to r  v e h i c l e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  and . . . .

Sponsor: .\hnnd________________________________
Requestor: C p n a te  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n __________

Bill Version : CSSB 3 ( S A )
Publish D a te : ---------------------------------

Agency Affected: P u b l i c  S a f o t v
BRU : ______________ M o to r  V e h i c l e s

Components :  Vehicle S e r v i c e s

E X P E N D IT U R E S / R E V E N U E S :  (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING FY 87 FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND &. STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

15.5 16.0 16.5 17.0 17.5

f t . f i  . 8.9 9.2 9.5 9.8
. ! . 1 .1 .  1 .1

TOTAL OPERATING 24.2 25.0 25.8 26.6 27.4 ■

CAPITAL 1

REVENUE 28.5 28.5 28.5 28.5 28.5

FU N D IN G: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND 24.2 25.0 25.8 26.6 27.4
FEDERALFUNDS
OTHER
trrrM. 24.2 25.0 25.8 26. b 27.4
P O S I T I O N S :

FULLTIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

1 I 1 1 ;

A N A LY SIS  : (Attach a separate page if necessary)
This bill requires issuance of temporary registration and special license
plates to violators convicted of specific offenses. Also requires letter
be sent to all persons 16 years of age or older who reside with the violator
when the violator's registration and license plates have been surrendered to
the court. ,,, „ 'iv, ,,,

Prepared b y :  H i l l  Brown 07/________________________  phon? . .*65-*33>
1 7  Division : ____________________ M o to r  V e h i c l e s  _________________  D ate :______________ ________

~) rt S___________  Da •• ^Approved by Commissioner: __
Agency : ______________________ P u b l i c  S a l 'e t v

Distribution (by preparer) :
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
01 lice of Management and Budget ,
Impacted Agency!ies) P3PC ---------  of
Senate Secretary
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C O N T I N U A T I O N  uT F I S C A L  N O T E  A N A L Y S I S

For  Hill, 'Resolution No. . CSSB 3 (SA)

The cost breakdown is as follows:

Personal Services
One Part-Time Motor Vehicle Rep. Ill, Range 10 15.5 15.5

Contractual
1,140 special license plates 0$5.OO per set 5.7
Postage for license plates 051.75 per set 2.0
Postage for letters required in section

28.35.039(e). 1,800 x .22 .4
Postage for general correspondence

1,140 x .22 ‘ .3
Print temporary registrations 1,140 x .07 .1
Print form letter .1

Total S.6

Commodities
Normal office supplies .1  . 1

TOTAL 24.2

A 3% inflation factor is included in subsequent fiscal year computations. 

REVENUE:

1,140 special license'plates @ $25 per set. 28.5

3



Position Title Motor Vehicle Representative III
lime Status

PPT
Stall Months

No. of Positions RangciSlcp 1QB

Lo ca t io n
Anchorage

flarg. Unit GGU

b'lcction Dist/ict
7 -1 5

Type of expenditure Amount
1 2 3

. Salary 11 . 1 7 2
benefits A . 2 0 3
Picmium F jy
Oilier

Total Personal Services 1 5 . 5
Travel —

Contractual 8 . 6
Commodities .1
equipment -

Cither "  ' ..................... -

Total Cosl 24 .2

Funding Source for Total Cost
Pr.lcr.il Receipts 101)2
C. F Match 1(103
General Fund 1004 2 4 . 2
1 A Receipts 1006

C IP  Receipts 1061

Other

Justification

The Special Programs Unit of the Division of 
Motor Vehicles, which currently handles special­
ized license plate applications, is being 
reduced by 33% as a FY88 decrement. As a 
result the division will no longer issue some 
specialized plates, such as personalized (vanity 
plates. This bill requires issuance of 
specialized license plates to certain law 
violators. This position would process the 
special applications; issue the registration 
and plates; maintain separate records on these 
vehicles; and reissue regular registration and 
plates when the driver's license revocation 
has ended. The position would also be respon­
sible for collection and disposition of 
registration and license plates surrendered to 
the court, and the temporary registration and 
special plates surrendered after the revocation 
has ended. The position will process titles 
when the vehicle with special plates is sold 
during the revocation period. Will also be 
responsible to colLect Lhe required fee, and 
account for all monies received.

Request For 
New Position

Agency

iJRU

Component

Dpparrment of Public Safety 
Division of Motor Vehicles
Veil i c l e  S e r v i c e s ________________

Page 3 of
Revised Dote

FV 88
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BILL NO: CSSB 3(Trsp) DATE: April 14, 1987

TITLE: An Act relating to motor CONTACT: Bill Brown
vehicle registration and 465-4335
registration plates

O  H  
w 

H  lu 
2  < 
W co 
S3
H  O  
Ctf M 
< -5
PL| «
W S
a pl.

tutiru
tttitttt

i

G *

The hill will require the court to collect the registration ai-d license 
plates from some repeat DWI offenders, and some offenders corvicted of 
driving while revoked. The person may then apply to the department for 
specially designed license plates to replace those surrendered to the 
court. ihe department would also be required to send letters to all 
persons 16 years of age or older residing in the defendant's household. 
A $25.00 fee will be charged for the special plates to cover the cost 
of the new program. It also reduces the number of metal license plates 
required for a motor vehicle from two to one, and increases drivers 
license and identification card fees by $2.00.

It is felt the special plates would deter the "revoked" driver from 
operating that specific vehicle during the time the special plates are
displayed. The letter sent to other household residents should deter
the "revoked" drivers from operating other vehicles owned by the 
person. It is unknown whether the possibility of receiving the special 
plates would deter an individual from driving while intoxicated.

I l l  The one license plate will be displayed on the rear of the vehicle.
^  Twenty states currently issue only one plate, and four others have
l**j introduced legislation to change to only one plate. This is a cost

savings measure with a total annual savings of $60,000. The $2.00 
increase in fees will produce approximately $400,000 annually in 
additional revenue. Part of this revenue is to cover the costs oftmii...I****! continuing to provide p.utographs on driver licenses and ID cards.

The special license plate portion of the bill will increase the work­
load on the courts and motor vehicles. The impact on motor vehicles 
would be the requirement to issue a temporary registration and special 

. license plates; maintain separate records on these vehicles; and
reissue regular registration and plates when the driver's license 

ill! Illll revocation has ended. As part of the motor vehicles decrement for
jUiUiU FY88, the special programs unit is being reduced by 33% and the divi-
mttm sion will no longer issue some specialized license plates such as

tm personalized (vanity) plates. There will be insufficient employees
u  1 left in that unit to absorb the impact of this bill, and a part-time
mmtt position is included in the fiscal note.

The department supports this hill.

WILLIAM R. NIX 
Acting Commissioner



Bill Version : CSSB 3 ( T r s p )  .
It F.QUF.S T:_______________________________________  Publish Date : ______________________

STATE OF ALASKA 19S7 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date: ---------------------------------------      A Aff ̂  Publ  i c  S a f e t y
T i t l e : An A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  QbR[] / M o to r  v d i l c l e T

r e g i s t r a t i o n  and r e g i s t r a t i o n  p l a t e s .
Sponsor: Abood  Components : ________ V e h i c l e  S e r v i c e s
Requestor: S e n a t e  Finance____________   '_______Field Services

F .X P F .N D IT U R F S/ R F .V F N U E S : (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING Pi’ 87 FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92
ITKSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GR/.. ITS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

7.8 16.0 16.5 17.0 17.5

(1.6) (3.3) (3.(.) (3.5) (3.6)
-1 .1 .1 .1

TOTAL OPERATING 6.3 12.8 13.2 13.6 14.0 ••

CAPITAL (25.0) (51.5) (53.1) (54.7) (56.3)

REVENUE 414.3 440.5 452.5 465.5 478.5

F U N D IN G : (Thousands of Dollar:)

GENERAL FUND 
FEDERALFUNDS 
OTHER 
mrAi.

6.3 12.8 13.2 13.6 14.0

6.3 12.8 13.2 13.6 14.0
POSITIONS:
FU LL-TIM E
PART-TIM E
TEM PO RARY

1 1 i 1

ANALYSIS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)
The sections of law pertaining to increase in driver license and identifi­
cation card fees are effective July 1, 1987.
The sections of law pertaining to one license plate, and the new special
license plates are effective January 1, 1988.,

H Prepared by: __________ Charles R. Hosack r W  I M  Phtw ■ 269-5551
jjy Division : ____________Motoi Vehicles______  1__________  Date:_______________

Approved by Commissioner: ^ (f< ^ Date: *’
Agency:_____________ Public Safety (j______________

v
Distribution (by preparer):

Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office ol Management and Budget
Impacted Agency!ics) page---- of —
Senate Secretary



This bill requires issuance of temporary registration and special license 
plates to violators convicted of specific offenses. It also requires a 
letter be sent to all persons 16 years of age or older who reside with 
the violator when the violator's registration and license plates have been 
surrendered to the court. In addition' the bill reduces the number of 
license plates required on a motor vehicle from two to one, and increases 
driver licensing and identification card fees by $2.00.

EXPENDITURES:
Personal Services

One part-time Motor Vehicle Rep III, Range 10 7.8 7.8

Contractual - --     _ .
570 special-license plates @ $4.00 each 2.3
Postage for Tspecial-platea$1 rlO each .—   .(>
Postage for letters required in section

28.35.039(e). 900 x $^22......—  - - -- .2
Postage for general correspondence

570 x $.22 .1
Print temporary registrations, 1,140 x $.07 .1
Print form letter .1
Savings - 332,500 less tabs Q $.015 (1/2 year) (5.0)

(1 .6 ) (1 .6 )

Commodities
Normal office supplies .1 .1

C O N T I N U A T I O N  o f  F I S C A L  N O T E  A N A L Y S I S

For Bill/Resolution No. __CSSB_JlTrsp)

TOTAL 6.3

CAPITAL;
25.000 license plates Q $1.00 (1/2 year) (25.0) 

REVENUE;
570 special license plates @ $25.00 14.3
180.000 driver licenses and permits @ $2.00 360.0
20.000 identification cards @ $2.00 40.0

414.3

A 3% increase In population and inflation is included for FY89 and 
subsequent years. No increase in number of special plates issued.

pace - _  of



I'oiilion 1 i lie Motor Vehicle Representative III No. of f’osilioni

I line iuius
PPT

Slalf Months

Range/Slcp 1QB
1 vO c o I i o o

Anchorage

IJjig. Umi cc;u

lilcction Disuicl
7-15

Type of liipcndiluie A mount
1 2 3

S j l i r v 11 . 1 7 2
flrrie fiU A . 291
I ’icmiuiii f 'jy
Other

fni.il PfMnn.il S trv irrt 1 5 . 5
Travel -
C im in c lu il 7 .A
Ci'itituoJilies . 1

-
Oilier -

1 m il Co ji 2 T . 2

1 undmg S'urce for fo u l Coil
I'rdft-ll Ilfff ip U io u :
( I  P M.itrh 1003
Ocnciol I'unJ 1004 2 3 . 2
1 A Kcccipii 1005
n r  iicccipu 1061

Oilier

i ’• » • . It.■.• 1 * .  ' * ' '  , - . l ,  , *

• IS. ■ ■ ■

■

Justification

The Special Programs Unit of tlie Division of 
Motor Vehicles, which currently handles special 
ized license plate applications, is being 
reduced by 33X as a FY88 decrement. As a 
result the division will no longer issue some 
specialized plates, such as personalized (vanity 
plates. This bill requires issuance of 
specialized license plates to certain law 
violators. This position would process the 
special applications; issue the registration 
and plates; maintain separate records on these 
vehicles; and reissue regular registration and 
plates when the driver's license revocation 
lias ended. Hie position would also be respon­
sible for collection and disposition of 
registration and license plates surrendered to 
the court, and the temporary registration and 
special plates surrendered after the revocation 
has ended. The position will process titles 
when the vehicle with special plates is sold 
during the revocation period. Will also be 
responsible to collect the required fee, and 
account for all monies received.

(Figures on this form are for full year. They 
are cut in halt for Page 2 because of effec­
tive date of 1-1-88 on special license plates.

Request For 
New Position

• Agency Department of Public Safpty
URU Division of Motor Vehicles

Component Vehicle Services____________
I’jgc of
Revised Djic

FY 8<S
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Mr. President: 
TRANSPORTATION
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SB 3
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replace with 

[ ) attached amendment(s) and 

do pass 

] do not pass 

) no recommendation 

] individual recommendations 

] further referral to ________
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P<$" new title
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JMaska ^legislature

INTERIM OFFICE 
1024 WEST SIXTH AVENUE 

ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99501 
(907) 274-2843

WHILE IN SESSION 
PO BOX V 

JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811 
(907) 465-4747

TRANSPORTATION 
COMMITTEE CM COM M ITTEES 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
INTERNATIONAL TRADE

MAJORITY WHIP
STATE AFFAIRS
CHAIRMAN

MEMBER

S en a to r jfiilclj JUnmi)
SENATE D ISTRICT G-A

April 8, 1987

MEMORANDUM

TO: Members
Senate Transporation Committee

FROM: Senator Mitch Ab I

RE: CSSB 3, "An Act relating To motor vehicle registration and
registration plates."

Attached please find a new draft —  CS for SB 3 as well as a sectional 
analysis. For your convenience, I have highlighted the language in the 
new draft which is being added. In addition, I have attached the 
following:

1. A memorandum from the Attorney General giving an explanation of 
the new language.

2. A letter from Governor Cowper explaining the purpose of the new 
language.

3. Statutes effected
4. A fiscal note from the Department of Motor Vehicles reflecting

With the new language added, CS for SB 3 would accomplish the following:

1. Authorize the Department of Public Safety to design and issue 
special registration plates.

2. Establish a $25 fee for acquiring special registration plates.
3. Require the surrender of registration an I registration prates 

of a motor vehicle involved in certain repent driving offenses.
4. Requires a person who surrenders their plates to identify 

certain family members, and requires the Dept, of Motor 
Vehicles to provide notice to the family members of the license 
revocation and the consequences of allowing a person without a 
driver’s license to operate their vehicle.

5. Allows transfer of ownership of the vehicle with permission of 
the department.

the revenue changes
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Memorandum 
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6. Amends existing law requiring the Department of Public Safety 
to issue only one metal registration plate per motor vehicle.

7. Increases by $2 the fee that a person must pay to obtain a 
driver's license, motorcycle license, instruction permit, 
school bus driver's permit, or state identification card.



April 7, 1987

SECTIONAL ANALYSIS
CSSB 3 (State Affairs), "An Act relating to motor vehicle registration 
and registration plates."

SECTION 1 - Authorizes the Department of Public Safety to design and 
issue special registration plates.

SECTION 2 - Establishes a $25 fee for acquiring special registration 
plates.

SECTION 3 - Requires the surrender of registration and registration 
plates of a motor vehicle involved in certain repeat driving offenses. 
Establishes procedures for surrender of the registration and 
registration plates and for temporary registration and special plates. 
Requires a person who surrenders their registration and plates to 
identify certain family members, and requires the department to provide 
notice to the family members of the license revocation and the 
consequences of allowing a person without a driver's license to operate 
their vehicle. Allows transfer of ownership of the vehicle with 
permission of the department.



SUGGESTED AMENDMENTS AND QUESTIONS
SB 3, An Act relating to motor vehicles registration and 

registration plates.

Katherine Bigler. MADD & Ms. Rich. Tough Love

Suggested Amendment:
Page 3, line 1, change 17 years to 16 years of age as 
drivers licenses start at age 16.

Answer:
There was no objection to this amendment —  it is 
included in the committee substitute.

Bill Brown. Department of Public Safety. Division of Motor 
Vehicles
Suggested Amendment (1):

Page 2, line 14, change AS 28.35.031 to AS 28.35.032 
because .032 is the criminal law in regards to 
refusing to take the breath test.

Answer (1):
There was no objection from the committee —  it is 
changed in the committee substitute.

Suggested Amendment (2):
Page 2, lines 25 & 26. Put a period after valid 
drivers' license and delete [or the applicant has a 
limited license issued under AS 28.15.181].

Answer (2):
There was no objections. The change is in the 
committee substitute

Senator Abood
Suggested Amendment:

Amend AS 28.35.039 (f) to have the Division of 
Motor Vehicles, instead of court, responsible for 
the transaction involving transfer of ownership of a 
vehicle under this section.

Answer:
With no objection, this amendment was added to the 
committee subsititute.

#



Senator Josephson
Question:

Raised concern that a driver that had been convicted, 
has gotten his driving privileges restored, driving 
with a plate that triggers an officer to follow that 
driver may lead to unequal enforcement.

Answer:
Minnesota DWI Task Force explained that this has not 
been a problem. The patrol officer usually does not 
stop a car unless there is cause and even if the car 
is stopped the chances of it being stopped frequently 
to the point of harassment are slim since patrol cars 
have a large area within the city to patrol.

Senator Uehlincr
Question:

AS 28.35.039 (e) concerned Senator Uehling because the 
names of all persons residing in the convicted persons 
household who are age 16 or older would be included 
in the record of conviction —  guilt by association. 

Answer:
After discussion, the committee agreed to remove the 
names of the household from the record of conviction, 
but still require members of the household to be 
notified of the person whose drivers' license was 
revoked and that if they knowingly let that person 
drive they will be held responsible.
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"r 1 1 UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA Minnesota Criminal Justice System

 _________________  n W I  T a c U  F n r r o1 TWIN CITIES DWI Task Force
190 Law Center
229 19th Avenue South
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55455

March 19, 1987

Senator Abood
P.O. Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Abood:
The enclosed materials concern the impounding of motor 

vehicle registration plates because of a DWI conviction or 
driver's license revocation. H.F. 704 is the most current 
version of the proposed Minnesota law which has passed out of 
sub-committee in both the Senate and the House.

Several judges in the state have also begun to impound 
license plates from repeat violators when they plead not guilty 
on second and subsequent DWI charges. The surrendering of their 
plates is a condition of their release while the charge is 
pending. The judges have a 100% compliance with these 
impoundment orders because the defendants are informed that if 
they do not turn in their plates an order for their arrest will 
be issued.

I will speak with you on Wednesday March 25, 1987.

Steve M. Simon 
Director,
Minnesota Criminal Justice System DWI Task Force

SMS
rl
Enclosures



UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA
TWIN CfTIES

Law School
285 La.< Center
229 19th Avenue South
Minneapolis. Minnesota 55455
(612) 373-2717

MEMORANDUM

TO: Minnesota Criminal Justice System DKI Task Force

FROM: Steve Simon

DATE: June 6, 1984

SUBJECT: June 22, 1984 Meeting - IMPOUNDING OF LICENSE PLATES

Attached are materials from the Third Judicial District that we 
have obtained from Judge Russell Olson. These materials describe the 
license plate impoundment procedure that is implemented by the Judges 
in the Third Judicial District. Judge Olson originated the concept and 
he will be at our June 22 meeting to explain its operation. Please note 
that the plates are only impounded for second and subsequent DWI convictions

SMS
mis

Attachments



DATE:
TO:
FROM: Five Judges of Olmsted & Dodge Counties
MEMORANDUM: Sentencing Sanctions of Surrender of Auto Registration

Plates under M.S.A. 168.041 for Conviction of Second DWI

m

In the sentencing of persons convicted of the second DWI (whether a ' 
misdeneanor or gross misdemeanor) we five Judges of Dodge and Olmsted 
Counties have agreed upon a sanction requiring the surrender of auto 
registration plates during the oeriod of tine of revocation of the 
driver's license of the defendant by the Commissioner of Public 
Safety.

The reasoning behind this venture is roughly as follows;
1. Usually a defendant convicted of his first DWI seems 

to respect the revocation of driving privileges; he 
does not usually drive during the revocation period.
There are exceotions of course.

2. However, some significant number of defendants con­
victed of their second DWI do drive unlawfully during

• the period of revocation of their driver's license.
This group of drivers appear to offer greater hazard 
to the safety of the public using highways and streets; 
their identity_is unknown oftentimes co law enforce­
ment officers until they are involved in either a 
separate traffic violation (perhaps including a third 
DWI) or an auto collision involving injury or even 
death co others. The oublic deserves our special 
efforts to remove such hieh-risk drivers from the 
highways.

3. Identification of those high-risk drivers probably 
can be enhanced by:
A. Surrender of his auto registration places.
8. Furnishing him the soecial series places which

may be readily identified by traffic law enforce­
ment officers as the stacute says in 168.041, 
subd. 6. This permits family members to drive 
his car and permits him co use his car for 
limited drivers license purposes as the Coimis- 
sioner of Public Safety sees fit to issue.

C. Civing actual nocica of his non-licensing status
Co che ocher drivers living in his household and 
Informing them of their risk if they permit him 
to drive their auto.#



Attached la the following material:
1. A copy of Minnesota Statutes 168.041.
2. A copy of a boilerplate provision we orooose usine

as one of the sanctions In sentencing (in addition 
to other sanctions such as mandatory Jail for 
reasonable periods of time and, of course, money 
fines).

3. A copy of the actual notice required to be sent
by the prosecuting attorney to the identified
household members other than the defendant.

4. A copy of a typical sentencing order in a specific



16S.W1 IM POU N D IN G REGISTRATION PLATES AND L’KRTIFICATKS.
Subdivision 1. W hen any person w convicted o f driving a m otor vehicle 

a /te r  the suspension o r revocation of the drivers license o r driving privileges o f  
such person , the  court shall require the registration plates and  registration certif­
icates of any m oto r vehicle involved in such violation ow ned hy such person or 
registered in his nam e to he surrendered  to  the cou rt. U pon su rren d er thereof 
the c o u r  shall issue a receipt therefor.

If the  v io la to r is not the ow ner of such m otor vehicle, the court shall 
require the reg istra tion  plates and the reg istra tion  certificate o f iiny m otor 
vehicle used by the v io lator, with the perm ission o f the ow ner w ho had knowl­
edge o f th e  fact tha t the v iolator’s drivers license had been  revoked o r sus­
pended  p rio r to  th e  com m ission of the offense, to  he su rren d ered  to  the court.

Subd. 2. If any person is convicted o f violating any law o r m unicipal o rd i­
nance, except park ing  laws o r ordinances, regulating the o p era tio n  of m otor 
v eh id cs  on  the s tree ts  o r highways, and the record  of such person  so convicted 
shows a p rev ious conviction for driving a fte r suspension o r revocation of his 
d river’s license o r  driving privileges, the court m ay direct the com m issioner o f 
public safety to  suspend the d river’s license o f such person for not exceeding one 
year. T he court m ay also require the reg istration  p lates and  registration certifi­
cates of any m oto r vehicles owned by the v io lator o r  reg istered  in his name to  
be su rrendered  to  the court.

Subd. 3. If a person is convicted of anv offense which makes m andatory 
the revocation o t the drivers license of such person , or is convicted  ot driving a 
m otor vehicle w ithout having a-valid  driver s license in force, the court rntiv. 
require the reg istra tion  ol3tes and registration certificates ol any m otor vehicle 
ow ned by sucn person o r any m otor vehicles registered in his nam e to he s u rre n ­
d ered  to  the  co u rt.

— Subd. 4. E xcept as provided in subdivision 6 o r subdivision 7. the court 
shall retain  custody o f the surrendered  plates and certificates until such time as 
the drivers license o f the  violator has been reissued o r re instated .

Subd. S. A t the time o f ordering the su rren d er o f the registration plates 
and  reg istra tion  certificates o f a violator o r  ow n er, the court <hnlLnntifv the 
reg istrar o f m o to r vehicles o f that fa n . Except as provided in subdi ision 6 o r  
subdivision 7, no  new or duplicate reg istration  p lates or new registration certifi­
cates shall be  issued to  such violator o r  o w ner until his p lates and  certificates are 
re tu rned  to him  by the court.

—  Subd. 6. A ny such violator or ow ner m ay apply to  the registrar of m otor 
vehicles for new  registration plates which shall b ea r a special scries num ber 
which mav be readily identified bv traffic law enforcem ent officers! A fee of S3 
shall accom pany (he application. Ih c  registrar of m otor vehicles shall forthwith 
notify the co u rt o f such application. T he court may re tu rn  the registration certif­
icate of such v io la to r o r ow ner to the reg istrar of m otor vehicles, together with 
its consent to  the issuance of such registration p lates to such v io lato r or ow ner. 
T hereupon  th e  registrar of m otor vehicles shall issue such new rcgistranon 
plates. U ntil th e  d r iv e n  license of such vio lator is re instated , any new registra­
tion p lates issued to  him o r  to an ow ner whose plates have been im pounded 
shall bear a special series num ber.

~ Subd. 7. If an ow ner wishes to sell a m otor vehicle during the tim e its reg­
istration p lates and registration certificate arc im pounded or during the time its 
registration p lates bear a special series num ber, he may apply to  the court sshieh 
im pounded such plates and certificate, for consent to  transfer title  to the m otor 
vehicle. If the  cou rt is satisfied that the proposed sale is in g»»od faith and for a 
valid co n sid era tio n , that the owner will thereby  be deprived o f the custody and 
contro l o f the  m otor vehicle, and that the sale is not for the purpose of circum ­
venting the provisions of this section, it m ay certify its consent to  the registrar o f 
m otor vehicles and return  the im pounded registration plates and  certificates. If 
during the tim e the registration plates and certificate o f registration arc 
im pounded the  title to  said m otor vehicle is transferred  by the foreclosure o f a

. chattel m ortgage, the cancelation of a conditional sales con tract, a sale upon 
execution , o r  by decTce o r o rder of a court o f com peten t ju risdiction , the court 
shall o rd e r the license plates and registration certificate su rrendered  to the new
ow ner and notify  the registrar of m otor vehicles of such action. The registrar of
m otor vehicles shall then transfer the registration plates and registration certifi­
cates to  the new  ow ner.

Subd. 8. N othing contained in this section is intended to  change or modify 
any provision o f this chap ter, with respect to  the taxation of m otor vehicles o r 
the tim e w ithin which the taxes th -reo n  shall be paid.

r Subd. 9. Anv person who_f,iils to su rrender  ........ f u nded registration
plates o r reg istra tion  certificates to the court upon dctnand<or/whn npcrmcs nrv



STATE OF MINNESOTA DISTRICT COURT
COUNTY OF OLMSTED ‘ THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT

Scate of Minnesota, )
Plaintiff, ) SENTENCING ORDER

- V 3 -
» \

Scott Edward Nelson, >
Defendanc. )

File No. 5A89 

Seocember 23± 1982

APPEARANCES: Fred Suhler, Rochester City Attorney, appeared as
counsel on behalf of the State of Minnesota.
David VanDerHeyden, Attorney at Law, appeared as 
counsel on oenait of the Defendant.
Defendant present in court.

The Court makes the finding chat the Defendant is guilty of the 
crime of Driving While Intoxicated, a gross misdemeanor for which the 
maximum penalty is one year in Jail or a thousand dollar fine or both,
uoon his own plea of guilty and Che Court makes Che following disposition
and sentence:

IT IS ORDERED:
I. That the Defendant pay a fine of three hundred dollars 

($300); said fine to be paid in installments of fifty
dollars ($50) on the first day of each month commencing
October, 1, 1982.

II. That the Defendant pay the assessment of thirty dollars 
($30) as provided by State law; said assessment to be 
paid forthwith.

III. Thac the Defendant sarve forty (AO) days in the county 
Jail upon the following terms and conditions:
A. That the Defendant serve cen (10) days in the 

councy jail; said ten-day period mav be served 
consecutively or on weekends from Fridays at 
7:00 p.m. until Sundays at 7:00 p.m.

B. Thac Che balance of the Jail sentence (30 days) is 
suspended for a period of one year or during the 
period in which his driver's license is suspended 
or revoked, whichever is less, upon the following 
cerms and conditions:
I. That the Defendanc is forbidden to drive 

any motor vehicle unless and until licensed 
to drive by the Commissioner of Safety,
Driver's License Division.

» 2. Pursuant to Minn. Scat. 168.0&L, Subd. (3) 
and (A), registration places of all motor 
vehicles owned by the Defendanc (and/or 
registered in his name) must be surrendered 
to che Clerk of chis Court ^orthwlch.



Scat# vs. Scocc Eduard Nelson 
Fils No. 5489 
Sentencing Ordsr 
September 23, 1982 
Page cvu

3. The Defendant is advised that pursuant
to Minn. Scat. 168.041, Subd. (6) and (7), 
he may apply for substitute registration 
places bearing a snecial series number 
(which may be readily rdentitied by traffic 
law enforcement officers).

4. Additionally, Che Defendant is required to 
identify under oath the person(s) now living 
in his household wno are 17 years of age or 
more; the County Attorney or the City Attor­
ney, whoever orosecuced this case, will pro­
vide actual written notice co chose persons 
of the tacc”your driver's privileges are 
revoked until reinstated by the Commissioner 
of Public Safety, Driver's License Division.

5. The Defendant is further advised any person 
who allows him co drive his or her motor 
vehicle (knowing the Defendant's driver’s 
license has been revoked) is himself or her­
self subject to prosecution and co forfeiture
of registration places under Minn. Scac. 16R.0LI, 
Subd. (1).

uSL

Dated this 4  J day of September, 1982.
5V THE COURT:

~0. Russell Olson 
Judge of District Court

cc: Clcy Attorney
County Jail 
Defense Attorney 
Defendant .
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•STATE OF MINNESOTA DISTRICT COURT

•*
\  m 

•^COUNTY OF OLMSTED THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT

#     .......................
State of Minnesota, , . ;

Plaintiff, SENTENCING ORDER

<D -U -X ->
File No.»  *

Defendant.

Date of sentencing hearing: 

APPEARANCES:

, 19

, _Olmsted County Attorney's
Office, appeared as counsel on behalf of the State 
of Minnesota.

, Attorney at Law, appeared 
as counsel on belialT ot the defendant.

Defendant: present in court.

Pursuant to defendant's plea of guilty entered

19 , the Court hereby enters judgment of p.uilty 'of Drivinn Under the

Influence of an Alcoholic Rcverapc in violation o* M.S. 169.121, subd. 

1(a) and 3(a), a rross misdemeanor for which the maximum penalty is one 

year in jail or a $3000 fine or both. The Court makes the following 

disposi tion:

IT IS ORDERED that the i^:pos^tiou o ^ ^ ^ n t e n ce ^ b ^ ^ a y e d ^ o r  the 

period of TWO (2) years, or until earlier discharged by the Court, upon 

the following terms and conditions:

I. That the defendant serve __  ________________________
in Che county jail with the FolTowin” provisions:

A. That the sent once is r.o c o m m e n c e______________ "
, ar. which time tne defend-



•die No.« ~
Sentencing Order cont'd
D a ta :  _______________

^  Pap.e two

B. That the defendant may be released from }ail during 
the above-stated period as follows:

1. For the purpose of employment as provided 
in the jail work release program.

2.

II. That the defendant substantially complete the following 
program(s) as monitored by the Alcoholism Counselor (Jim 
Dexter or his staff designate):____________________________

III. That the defendant: obey the alcohol-related traffic laws.

IV. That the defendant pay a fine in the amount of ______  *
\ said fine to be

paid on or before 
Further provisions:

V. That the defendant pay the alcohol evaluation assessment 
in the amount of $50;-said amount to be paid on or before

VI. That the defendant pay the surcharge of $30 on or before



Sentencing Order cont'd
Date: _________________
Page three

VIT. That as a further condition of the stay of imposition 
of sentence the defendant comply with the following:

A. That the defendant is forbidden to drive any motor 
vehicle unless and until licensed to drive by the 
Commissioner of Public Safety, Driver's License 
Division.

U. Pursuant to Minn. Scat. 168.041, Subd. (3) and (4), 
registration, plates of all motor vehicles owned by 
the defendant (and/or registered in the defendant's 
name) must be surrendered to the Clerk of this 
Court forthwith.

C. That the defendant is advised that pursuant to 
Minn. Star. 168.041, Subd. (6) and (7), the defend­
ant may apnly for substitute registration plates 
bearing a special series number (which may be 
readily identified by cratfic Taw enforcement 
officers). ,

D. • Additionally, the defendant in required to identify "
under oath tlu: ncrson(s) now living in the defend­
ant's household who .are 17 .years of age or more; 
the County Attorney or the City A.ttorney, whoever 
prosecuted litis case, will provide actual written 
notice to those persons of the fact the defendant’s 
Brivin:? privileges arc revoked until re-instated by 
the Commissioner of Public Safety.

F.. Defendant is further advised that any person who 
allows tlu* defendant Co drive that person's, motor 
vehicle (knowing the defendant's driving.privi­
leges are revoked) is himself or herself ’subject 
to prosecution and additionally to forfeiture cf 
registration plates under Minn. Scat. 163.041,
Subd. (I). ^

Dated this _______ day of

cc: Prosecuting Attorney
Defense Attorney 
Defendant
Alcoholism Counselor 
Jail (if applicable’'

_____________ 19.

BY THE COURT:



A8 a condition of the suspension of a portion of this 

sentence (or during any probation), you are forbidden to drive 

any motor vehicle unless and until licensed to drive by the 

Commissioner of Public Safety, Driver's License Division.

Further,

IT IS ORDERED as follows:

(1) Pursuant to Minn. Stat. 168.041, Subd. (3) and (4), 

registration plates (and registration certificates) of all motor 

vehicles owned by you (and/or registered in your name) must be 

surrendered to the Clerk of this Court on or before the date of 

revocation of license by the Commissioner of Public Safety.

(2) You are advised that pursuant to Minn. Stat. 168.041, 

Subd. (6) and (7), you may apply for substitute registration 

plates bearing a special series- number (which may be readily 

identified by traffic law enforcement officers).

(3) Additionally, you are required to identify under 

oath the person(s) now living in your household who are 17 years 

of age or more; the County Attorney or the City Attorney, whoever 

prosecuted this case, will provide actual written notice to those 

persons of the fact your driver’s privileges are revoked until 

re-instated by the Commissioner of Public Safety.

(4) You are further advised any person who allows you

to drive his or her automobile (knowing your driver's license has 

been revoked) is himself or herself subject to prosecution and 

additionally to forfeiture of registration plates under Minn. Scat, 

168.041, Subd. (1).



/  ROCHESTER

September 24, 1982

4*CD«AUOU*tf*

FREDERICK S. SUHL 
Qty Attorney 

Room 1. City HaJ
(507) 285-3066 u

%

#

David E. § Carol E. Nelson 
1236 SE 10th Avenue 
Rochester, MN 55901

Dear Mr. § Mrs. Nelson:

On September 23, 1982, your son, Scott Edward Nelson appeared 
in the Olmsted County District Court before the Honorable 0. 
Russell Olson for sentencing for his conviction of "driving a 
motor vehicle under the influence of alcohol". Because of the 
conviction, the Judge imposed as part of the sentence a require­
ment that your son was not to drive any motor vehicle under any

restored to him 
of Minnesota.

circumstances unless his drivers license had been 
by the Commissioner of Public Safety of the State

It would appear, based on information obtained by the Court 
during the sentencing proceeding, that you or other members of 
your family own motor vehicles which your son may have access to 
in the future.

I have been specifically instructed by the Judge to write you 
this letter and put you on notice that your son under the terms 
of this sentence is not to drive any vehicle until the drivers 
license is restored. You should also be advised that if you or 
any other person who knows he has no license permits him to drive 
under those circumstances, that a person allowing him to do so 
may be prosecuted.

«
If you have any questions with regard to this matter, please 

feel free to give me a call.

Sincerely,

Frederick S. Suhler, Jr. 
Rochester City Attorney

Iks

cc: Judge Olson
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September 24, 1982

FREDERICK S. SUHLER. JR. 
City Attomoy 

Room 1, City Hall 
(507) 2B5-8066

Cheryl Nelson 
1236 SE 10th Avenue 
Rochester, MN 55901

Dear Ms. Nelson:

On September 23, 1982, your brother, Scott Edward Nelson
appeared in the Olmsted County District Court before the 
Honorable 0. Russell Olson for sentencing for his conviction of 
"driving a motor vehicle under the influence of alcohol". 
Because of the conviction, the Judge imposed as part of the sen­
tence a requirement that your brother was not to drive_ any motor 
vehicle under any circumstances unless his drivers license had 
been restored to him by the Commissioner of Public Safety of the 
State of Minnesota.

It would appear, based on information obtained by the Court 
during the sentencing proceeding, that you or other members of 
your family own motor vehicles which your brother may have access 
to in the future.

I'have been specifically instructed by the Judge to write you 
this letter and put you on notice that your brother under the 
terms of this sentence is not to drive any vehicle until the dri­
vers license is restored. You should also be advised that if you 
or any other person who knows he has no license permits him to 
drive under those circumstances, that a person allowing him to do 
so may be prosecuted.

If you have any questior* with regard to this matter, please 
feel free to give me a call.

Frederick S. Suhler, Jr. 
Rochester City Attorney

Ik*

cc: Judge Olson



STATE OF MINNESOTA)
) SS 

COUNTY OF OLMSTED )

LISA K. SINGLETON, being first duly sworn on oath, deposes 

and states that on the 24th day of September, 1982, she did depo­

sit in the United States mails an envelope properly sealed and 

with first-class postage prepaid thereon, addressed to:

CHERYL NELSON 
1236 SE 10TH AVENUE 
ROCHESTER, MN 5. 01

the last known address of said addressee in which envelope she 

had first placed a true and correct copy of the GROSS DUI WARNING 

LETTER TO RELATIVES.

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this
«

. day oL-S.y~7/, 19, .

,* . f'"- ( . J
' /* a < (  A  Y V /

Rotary Public

*% OECKY D GPUBB
- NOTARY P U O LiC -M IN N E SO TA ^ 

DLMSTED COUNTY i  
MY COMM, EXP JULY V. itftib  :



Little-used law to cost violators their license
•«# l it  J IM  M OAN

S ta ll W rltrr
Ki r many p« p ip . being forced 

by llip courts to k i v p  up a driver's 
licenip It a r.ilr worse than dealh 
— meaning that some dnvr 
anyway and Like the risk ol gel­
ling caught.

Alter Friday, however, those 
folks will |md out that there Is 
something worse than losing 
their driver's licenses — namely, 
losing their license plntes and 
vehicle registration certificates, 
too

Tt> o local District Court Judges 
plan to dust olf a little-used law 
Friday thst will leave motorists 
who are caught driving afler 
revocation little rlmlce but to put 
their cars up on blocks.

Tbelaw.whlrhhat been on the

books since lOiS, requires that 
anyone convicted of driving with 
a suspended or revoked license 
surrender his car's license plates 
and vehicle registration to the 
courts i

Judge Clinton Wyant of Aitkin 
said this week that he and Judge 
John Spcllacy of Grand Itapids 
plan to start enforcing the law 
Friday.

Why now?
"Frankly," Wyant said, "we 

always thought it (Imposition of 
the penalty) was discretionary 
We had It called to our attention 
recently that It's mandatory."

And. he added, " If  It's the law, 
then we're going to enforce it."

Spcllacy went a step further. 
Until a month ago. when the mat­
ter was brought to his attention

during a DW I Task Force 
meeting, he said. “ I didn't even 
know the law existed."

The two Judges picked Nov. Ho 
begin enforcing the law because 
that Is the traditional date for Im­
plementation of new laws.

And. Wyant added, "we've got 
to gear up (or it.”

Until 1951, cnlorrement of the 
law had been discretionary, 
meaning that Judges were 
authorised to decide whether to 
impose the license plate-. 
rcRiStra. on penally. In 10CI. 
however, an amendment « »  
passed (hat made enforcement 
mandatory.

Judge Spcllacy. cillng one it ly 
on which every single case that 
Came through his courtroom In­
volved drunk striving, said the

law will give the courts one more 
tool In the hattle to keep 
highway s safe 

"We're running out of things to 
do." he said of the light against 
drunk drivers "We've got to get 
their attention 

"We're not stopping them by 
simply taking away I heir driver's 
license, and we're not stooping 
them by putting them In Jail."

Imposing the law, he said, 
should "save a lot e.f lives."

" I I  we save SO lives. Isn't It 
worth It? "  he nsked "We've got 
to get the drunks off the road 

The law will usually be Invoked 
here upon ronvlrllon ol ag­
gravated DWI (driving while - 
under the Influence I — • gross 
misdemeanor Involving a defen­
dant who commits a DWI while

his or her license Is under revoca­
tion for a previous DWI convic­
tion or another, specific, alcohol- 
related reason.

Judge Spellscy said that. In 
Grand Daniils, the law will also 
be Invoked whenever a person's 
driver's llcenje Is suspended or 
revoked, and upon convlillon for 
such charges as fleeing a peace 
officer and DWI, subsequent 
conviction.

Here's the way the law will 
work: *

— Upon conviction, llie defen­
dant will be required to surrender 
the license plates and certificate 
nf the motor vehicle Involved In 
Ihe violation to the court

eiaris

plates



__ fbe  court *<li |lt*P 
nlales and regist-ation unlll the 
violator completes wuf̂  * 
m M M tV A kts the lU lc  
required tests and H h « «  *
valid d nvet'a license.

_  The couru wtll ilsu nodiy 
the registrar of m o w  vehicles of 
their action, and. except In one 
special category of cases. no new 
^ d u p l ic a te  p la te , or new 
registration wfll be Issued to the 
vtol.lor until the court, return 
the old plates and registration.

The exception to that rule wdl 
own, wbeo the court, allow 
violator, to hold special permit, 
which, lor example, enable them 
to drive to and from work even 
though their brenses have been 
revoked. Violators hoMingthese

however, wdl 
h c iT ?  S te a l  series number 
which.tnthe word.ed thestatute, 
"may be readily Identified by law

^Thetaw^Pphel to the vehicle.

t,on. That means that, u you 
knowingly lend your car to so­
meone whose been* u  under 
revocation, your bcense pabes 
and reg istra tio n  could be

"whaVluppens if tne c a n .  leas­
ed or jointly owned? "That a a 
crack in the floor.“ Spellacy said.
a hary area in the statute.

Violators dnvinc leased cars 
will not be compeUed is  turn in 
the plates on their o n  .eludes, 
he said And tn the case of joint 
ownership of a car. the r>°n- 
viotattng °*'n"  £
soccial senes X>* plates s© 
tju l he or she can continue to

V in c e n t  Courtney,
Wyant's taw clerk, researched 
the law at Wyant's request, and 
noted that i t ta 'n o t  tatendedla. 
punishment." Instead, the law 
\r;is passed Id people from 
driving after their bcenses have 
been revoked and to keep the 
highways safe froni those who 
have alreauy shown they can be a

•While enforcement of this 
s ta tu te  could c rea te  some 
bureaucratic problems. Court- 
ney concluded, "it should make 
those without valid driver s 
1,censes think twice before driv­
ing their c a n  or someone else s 

Jack Wilds, motor vehicle ad- 
rrurustralor for the IMlnnetjrtU 
Department of Pubbc Sa.dk- 
said that, with one reception — ui 
Olmsted County tn southern Min­
nesota -  the law has not been us-

^  D F s 'h r sa iO asu su a lly

CJhidre ^STtmpounded plates 
listed tn Its tiles •» any one time 

"The courts ordered It t sur­
render of plates), but there was 
no tollowup procedure, hesa.d 

The problem, he said, ts getting
the word out to Minnesota's depu­
ty registrars that certain in­

dividuals cannot legally ( i t  
dupbeale platen.

" T h e re  a r e  110 d ep u ty  
registrar offices In Minnesota, 
Wilds said. "There Is nothing to 
prevent me from getting a 
duplicate plate and putting It on 
my car.

"We would have to have a 
m echanism to verify every 
(bcense plate I renewal and every 
transfer of a motor vehicle, and 
there is no such mechanism in 
place now."

Keeping track of viola tore — 
there could b.- as many as 10,000 
a n n u a l ly  — c o u ld  be  a 
" b u re a u c ra tic  n tg h tm ire ,"  
Wilds said.

However, he said, the mere 
fart that such ■ law exists may, 
as Courtney put It, make some 
people think twice.

•'1 do see ft as an Intimidating 
factor," be said. "We know down 
here (at the Department of 
Pubbc Safety) how Important It 
Cl when a persoo loses their 
driver's bcense. and the same 
Dung will be true of bcense 
plates."

Judge Spellacy agreed that 
there will be problems with the 
taw. but claimed that the DPS ts 
"over-worrying."

"I can only predict that we are 
going tn have some troubles,” he 
said, "and If we have some 
troubles, we go to the Legislature 
and get the statute refined.”

One way to overcome the pro­
blem of notifying field registrars, 
he said, is to computerise the en­
tire system. "That." he said, 
"shouldn't be that hard these 
days."

Spellacy also favored simplify­
ing the system by simply destroy ­
ing bcense plates when they are 
surrendered.

That way, he said, when a 
violator's driver's bcense is 
returned, he or she would simply 
be issued new bcense plates in­
stead of being given the old ones 

S p e l l a c y  a l s o  f a v o r e d  
upgrading the failure to sur­
render plates from a misde­
meanor to a low-grade felony, 
with a maximum penally of a 
year and a day in jail.

In Olmsted County, the law has 
been strictly enforced for some 
time, invoked 10 times a month . 
on the average, according to 
court officials tn Rochester, the 
county sea t 

Jib Johnson, a deputy District 
Court clerk there, said the court 
keeps an accurate list of those 
who turn tn their plates. People 
who do not are ordered back Into 
court for violating a part of their 
sentence.

Keeping track of violators can 
be a problem, she said "We do 
have quite a volume But we feel 
we re getting most of them."

Spellacy, rejecting a sugges­
tion that the law should be 
icdrafted to iron out some of the 
hary areas, said he will go with 
the taw as it's written and seek 
changes in It as needed.

ft (the law I isn’t bug-free, but 
it s workable if » i  want to make 
i! work." he said
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MEMO TO; Judge Spellacy 

FROM: Diane Mangseth

DATE; January 15, 1986

RE: Impoundment of License Plates and Certificates of Title

-So far, we have opened 18 files for impoundments.

Judge Spooner: 9 cases - including 6 for D.A.R., 2 for D.A.S., and 1 for f-
Aggravated D.W.I. r

Judge Wyant: 1 case - Aggravated Violations.

Judge Spellacy: 8 cases - including 5 for D.W.I., gross misd. and 3 for Aggravated
D.W.I.

Remarks:

Division II has 4 active bench warrants on misdemeanor Driving After Revocation 
for persons not turning in their plates. None of these defendants were placed on
probation.

Division II judge waived turning in the plates on a D.A.R. conviction because the 
defendant lived in the Twin City area. He also was not placed on probation.

One misdemeanor case had already lost his plates when the officer, at the time 
of arrest, had a pick-up order from the State as the defendant was currently 
revoked for No Insurance. Only the certificate of title was turned in to our office.

One gross misdaneanor case had a Florida registration. Hie wife was requesting an 
X/W plate. The defendant had to register in Minnesota before being considered for 
an X/W plate. This was done on 12-23-85. So far, we have a photo-copy of the Florida 
certificate of title, the new Minnesota plates, and are waiting for the Certificate of 
Title from the State.

An X/W plate was recommended in the name of the defendant. However, the defendant is 
not entitled to an X/W plate until a limited license has been issued. In many cases, 
the defendant is not entitled to a limited license.

On a D.A.R. conviction, we never received either the plates or certificate of title.
The vehicle had been inpounded for illegal use of plates. The defendant was in jail 
and we tried to obtain the title which he stated was in the glove compartment. We had 
node a call to the police department and never heard from than. A follow-up call was 
made, about a week later. The vehicle had been junked at the request of the defendant 
as the storage and impoundment fees were more than the vehicle was worth. The junk yarc 
sent in the title to the State. We contacted the State to see if we should send in an 
impoundment report and we were told "no" because the vehicle was being junked.

Another misdaneanor case called our office today and stated that they had sold the 
vehicle to another person and that person junked the vehicle. He didn't have a bill 
of sale, a check, or any proof of the sale.
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Another person had purchased an old vehicle from a friend and never received 
the title card. When be contacted the friend about the title card and turning 
it into the court, the friend stated that the certificate of title was lost.
We only have the plates for this vehicle.

One party claimed the vehicle had been sold prior to the date of the plea and 
sentencing. The mother of the defendant testified that the vehicle was hers.
We ran a 10-28 and it showed the vehicle registered to the defendant. We turned 
this over to the probation agent and also stated the possibility of perjury 
charges. The plates and registration were subsequently turned in.

* # # At H

Overall, I believe it is working better than we expected. The defendants are 
bringing in clean plates, as so instructed by tbe court.

The majority of our problems have been with the misdemeanor cases and those 
not placed on probation. Perhaps if the penalty is greater, there will be more 
incentive to turn in the plates.

I might add, a few have remarked of the difficulty they had in removing 
the plates— either they were rusted or frozen on.



MEMO TO; Judge Spellacy

®  FROM: 

RE:

Diane Mangseth

Statistics on D.W.I. gross misdemeanors, Aggravated Violations, 
and Driving After Suspension and Driving After Revocation, from 
September 23, 1984 to present.

Sept. 23, 1984 to Sept. 23, 1985

D.W.I., G.M.

51

Agg. Viol. 

39

Sept. 24, 1985 to Sept. 24, 1986 35 31

(Between Sept. 24, 1985 to Nov. 1, 1985, we had (1) D.W.I. gross misd. and 
(6) Agg. Violations, which are included in the above totals.)

D.A.R AND D .A .S.
Sept. 23, 2984 to Sept. 23, 1985 142

Sept. 24, 1985 to Sept. 24, 1986 108

(During the period of Sept. 24, 1985 to Nov. 1, 1985, 16 cases were handled 
in Court and are reflected in the above totals.)

Dated: September 24, 1986

ADDENDUM:
Between Sept. 24 - Nov. 1, 1986 we had 4 gross misd. DWI' .and 6 aggravated DWI s.
We also had one Driving After Revocation.

Division II reports 11 additional D.A.R. and D.A.S. charges between 9-24-86 to 11-1-86 

Dated: November 18, L986
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<b P
OM; 

RE: 

DATE:

Judge Spellacy 

Diane Mangseth

Report on License Plate and Certificate of Title Impoundments 

September 23, 1986

Listed below is a month by month listing of impoundments in Itasca County for gross 
misdemeanors. Attached is a separate list from Division II on misdemeanor impoundments. 
Division II was unable to furnish a list of the plates that have been returned.

COURT DATE 
BY MONTH

Nov. 1985

Dec. 1986

Jan. 1986

Feb.

March

April

May

holding 68 plates and certificates of title for the two courts.

NAME OF • CURRENTLY HOLDING EXPLANATION FOR NOT
DEFENDANT PLATES & TITLE HOLDING PLATES

Yes No
T. Petz X

E. Ross X

R. Olson X 6-24-86 returned. Valid D/L
R. Sletten X

R. Schmidt
D. Parantala X

Y

M. Payne A

X Valid D/L Plates ret'd
4-14-86

J. Woodford V

T. Neary X Plates returned. Veh. soli
7-9-86

M. Beighley X

D. Thompson X Plates returned. Veh. sold
7-30-86

H. Peterson X

J. Gray X Plates returned. Val. D/L
3-17-86

J. Tobias X

B. Lougee X Waived by Div. II Judge

D. Dexter X Waived - veh. sold
W. Bcrtossi X Waived - Viol, occurred 8-S5

T. Nichols X

J. Ritter X

D. Heikkila V Active warrant

E. Nason X To St. Cloud Reformatory
G. Hut X

R, Salo X

J. LeSarge X

R. Olds X

S. Brower X Waived -Div. 1 1  Judge
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COURT DATE 
BY MONTH

June 1986

July

Aug.

^ S e p c .

NAME OF 
DEFENDANT

K. Feltus
J. Bunker
B. Thibodeau
B. Oberg
R. Young
K. Isaacs

D. Garbow

N. Torbenson

K. Holmied
C. Gagner

D. Lokken
S. Herr
F. Bebeau
F. Graves
K. Talonen
E. Ridlon

K. Dowling
B. Karj ala
R. Schmidt
D. Bruur.
H. Preble
D. Lindahl
w. Tendrup

CURRENTLY HOLDING EXPLANATION FOR NOT
PLATES & TITLE HOLDING PLATES
Yes No

x Waived - Veh. sold

x
x

x Waived - Veh. sold

x Plates were returned to
vehicle owner - Villeneuve 

x Plates confiscated by
Sheriff - Illegal plates

x

x
X

X

X

X

X

Waived - dealer plates

Serving 1 yr. in jail

Plates not pulled. Another 
owner of vehicle. No veh. 
owned by this def.

X Mo. lie. plates -- not pulled
X Until 9-29-86 to turn in
X Until 9-29-86 to turn in
X Until 9-29-86 to turn in



nivision II Plates Report

N o v a n b e r  1985 
D e c a n b e r  1985 
J a n u a r y  1986 
F e b r u a r y  1986 
March 1986

48 plates picked up to 9-22-86 
7 active bench warrants for failure to surrender plates

April 1986 7
8 
7 
4
4
5 1
55 ordered
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I. ISSUE

A person who violates the criminal or civil provisions of the

DWI law may be required by the court to su-render the registration

plates and certificates of ownership of any motor vehicles owned by 

or registered in the name of that person. MSA §168.041 Subd. 3

A person whose registration plates and certificates were impounded

by a court (under MSA §168.041 Subd. 3) may apply for new registration

plates which shall bear a readily identifiable special series number.

MSA §168.041 Subd. 6.

Absent probable cause to suspect a violation of the law, can a 

police officer stop a motor vehicle bearing a (§168.041 Subd. 6) special 

license plate for purposes of determining whether the vehicle is being 

driven by a person whose driving privileges have been revoked or whether 

the vehicle is being driven in conformity with restrictions imposed 

under MSA §171.30 Subd. 1?

II. GENERAL RULE ON NON-PROBABLE CAUSED-BASED AUT0M0BIL STOPS

Stops of vehicles without "at leastarticulable and reasonable 

suspicion that a motorist is unlicensed or that an automobile is not 

registered, or that either the vehicle or an occupant is otherwise 

subject to seizure for violation of law" are violations of drivers'

4th Am. rights. Delaware v. Prouse, 440 U.S. 648, 663, 59 L.Ed.2d 660, 673.

III. ANALYSIS

1. Presence of a special license plate does not constitute articulable 

and reasonable suspicion that a motorist is unlicensed. The purpose for 

issuing the special plate is to allow operation of the vehicle by members

"This holding does nor. preculde . . . develop[ment of] 

methods for spot checks that involve less intrusion or 

that do not involve the unconstrained exercise of

discretion.*' Id.
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the intrusion." Id., United States v. Martinez-Fuerte, 428 U.S. 543,

558 (1976). The basic difference recognized by the court is that a 

driver is warned of a roadblock by the posting of signs and can see 

other vehicles being stopped and subjected to the same intrusion.

The intrusion on a driver whose vehicle bears special plates is similarly 

distinguishable from a random stop situation in that the driver is on 

notice of the increased likelihood of being stopped and has assented 

to this.

Assuming that the state has the power it asserts in MSA §168.041 

Subd. 3 to impound registration plates upon conviction resulting in 

mandatory revocation of driving privileges, the state clearly has the 

power to give back (with attendant limitations) some of the privileges 

it has taken away. MSA §168.041 Subd. 6. The person driving the 

vehicle, be it the revoked driver operating under a restricted license 

(MSA §171.30) or a member of the revoked driver's family, is aware 

that the privilege of operating the vehicle has been reinstated only 

conditionally —  the conditions extending to permissible times of 

operation and to persons permitted to drive the vehicle as well as to 

the possibility of be'ng stopped for inquiry without reasonable suspicion 

of a violation. The revoked driver and her family have, in effect, 

agreed .o submit to a greater degree of interference with freedom of 

movement, inconvenience, and anxiety than the normal driver in return 

for the re-extension of the privilege of operating the vehicle.

An analogy can be drawn to the situation presented in United States 

v. Biswell, 406 U.S. 311 (1972). The challenged action in Biswell was 

the warrantless search, without probable cause, of the premises of a 

person licensed to sell firearms under the Gun Control Act of 1968,

18 U.S.C. §921 £t. seq., 406 U.S. at 311-312. In upholding the validity 

of the search, the court noted "that inspections for compliance with the

-3-



THIS DOCUMENT  
HAS BEEN REPHOTOGRAPHED  

TO ASSURE LEGIBILITY



I. ISSUE

A person who violates the criminal or civil provisions of the 

DWI law may be required by the court to su-render the registration 

plates and certificates of ownership of any motor vehicles owned by 

or registered in the name of that person. MSA §168.041 Subd. 3

A person whose registration plates and certificates were impounded 

by a court (under MSA §168.041 Subd. 3) may apply for new registration 

plates which shall bear a readily identifiable special series number.

MSA §168.041 Subd. 6.

Absent probable cause to suspect a violation of the law, can a 

police officer stop a motor vehicle bearing a (§168.041 Subd. 6) special 

license plate for purposes of determining whether the vehicle is being 

driven by a person whose driving privileges have been revoked or whether 

the vehicle is being driven in conformity with restrictions imposed 

under MSA §171.30 Subd. 1?

II. GENERAL RULE ON NON-PROBABLE CAUSED-BASED AUTOMOBILE STOPS 

Stops of vehicles without "at leastarticulable and reasonable

suspicion that a motorist is unlicensed or that an automobile is not 

registered, or that either the vehicle or an occupant is otherwise 

subject to seizure for violation of law" are violations of drivers'

4th Am. rights. Delaware v. Prouse, 440 U.S. 648, 663, 59 L.Ed.2d 660, 673. 

"This holding does not preculde . . . development of] 

methods for spot checks that involve less intrusion or 

that do not involve the unconstrained exercise of 

discretion." Î .’

III. ANALYSIS

1. Presence of a special license plate does not constitute articulable 

and reasonable suspicion that a motorist is unlicensed. The purpose for 

issuing the special plate is to allow operation of the vehicle by members



of the revoked driver's family or by the revoked driver herself in 

conformity with restrictions imposed upon the driving privilege. In 

light of the presumption of innocence, the mere operation of a vehicle 

bearing a special plate cannot create an articulable and reasonable 

suspicion that the vehicle is being operated outside the limitations 

of the special license.

2. Presence of a special license plate does not constitute articulable 

and reasonable suspicion that the vehicle is not registered. The 

special license plates are i-sued only upon receipt of an application 

from a driver or owner whose regular registration has been impounded.

These special plates must be surrendered and the regular registration 

returned upon reinstatement of the revoked driver’s regular, unrestricted 

driving privileges. There is thus a minimal possibility that the 

vehicle bearing the special plates is not properly registered and no 

probable cause for an officer to stop the car on this basis.

3. The stopping of a car bearing special license plates involves 

less intrusion on the 4th Am. rights of the driver than does a random 

stop of a vehicle bearing regular registration plates. The Prouse 

decision does not preclude states from developing methods for enforcing 

licensing and registration laws which invf Ive less intrusion on drivers’

4th Am rights than do random stops without reasonable suspicion. 440 U.S. 

at 663. Although the search of an automobile is regarded as far less 

intrusive than the search of one’s person or of a building, Almeida - 

Sanchez v. United States, 413 U.S. 266, 279 (1973) (Powell, J., concurring), 

the Prouse Court was greatly concerned with the interference with freedom 

of movement, inconvenience, and anxiety imposed upon a driver by random 

stops. 440 U.S. at 657. The Court stated, however, that in roadblock- 

type stops a driver is "much less likely to be frightened or annoyed by


