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WHY WE NEED CS HB 354 
EXAMPLE

JAMES E. JOHNSON

CRIME YEAR COMMENT
1. DWI 1977
2. DWI 1985
3. DWI 1985 No n -i n j u r y  a c c i d e n t
4. DWI 1985 2 a c c i d e n t s ; 3 p e o p l e
5. DWI 1986 No n -i n j u r y  a c c i d e n t
6. DWI 1987

Ad d i t i o n a l l y , M r . Jo h n s o n  r e f u s e d  t o t a k e  a  b r e a t h -
ALCOHOL TEST AND WAS CONVICTED OF REFUSAL IN 1984 
AFTER AN ACCIDENT WHICH CAUSED INJURY.

Th i s  m a n  h a s  h a d  f i v e  a c c i d e n t s  a n d  h a s  i n j u r e d  f o u r  
p e o f l e . Fo r  h i s  l a t e s t  DWI in 1987, h e w a s
SENTENCED TO SERVE TEN MONTHS FOR DWI. CURRENT LAW 
PROHIBITS A JUDGE FROM IMPOSING ANY SENTENCE OF MORE 
THAN 12 MONTHS FOR DWI, NO MATTER HOW MANY 
CONVICTIONS A PERSON HAS.



JAUKS E. JOHNSON'S CONVICTIONS 
OOlH 9/i2/42; 9/15/41
SSNs 517-46-9517; , i

517-40-9513;
517-46-9515

(All cases in Anchorage Distr.'ct Court: unices otherwise no-ed)
Cr itnu Conv. Date Case II Jail Time Notes
DWI 10/19/77 77-7436 10/0
OWLS 12/10/80 80-3146 90/30
OWLS 10/05/81 01-3318 90/70 1
Resisting
Arrest

04/07/83 83-70 30/30
I

Refusal ,-^04/29/85
r

84-9319 90/70 DWI in sar.e case dismissed; accident;$3000 
estimated damage; minor injury to other driver

DWI 7/26/85 85-3329 120/90 Offense; 5/21/85/.255 DA
DWLS 7/26/85

(sentences on 85-3329
85-3329 

concurrent with
180/90 

85-3592 and 85-3753]
Offense: 5/21/05

OWI 7/26/85 85-3592 360/300 Offense: 6/02/85; .250 BA; non-injury accident
DWLS 7/26/-5

(sentences on 85-3592
05-3592 

concurrent with
360/300 

sentences on 05-3329
Offense: 6/02/85 

and 85-3753]
Reckless
Driving

7/26/85 95-3753 360/360 Offense: 6/08/85; Leaving Scene of Accident 
dismissed

DWLS 7/26/85 85-3753 360/270 Offense! 6/08/85
DWI

(sentences

7/26/85 85-3753 360/270 

on 85-3753 concurrent with sentences on 85-3329 and 1

Offense: 6/08/85; 2 accidents; 4 cars damaged 
other then defendant's; .369 BA; 3 peopl ■ • injured; 
over $10,000 in property damage estimated.

85-3592]



Crime Conv. Date Ca no H J a i l  Time Uoter

DWI
DWLS
DWI
DWLR

1/20/86

1/20/06
7/28/87
7/20/87

03-6357
85-6357
3SW-S87-205
3SW-S87-206

365/90
365/270
365/65
365/165

Offense: 9/16/85; .238 DA; non-injury accident 
Offenses 9/16/85 
Refusal dismissed



c c

The defendant was sentenced on 85-3329, 85-3592, and 85-3753 
on the same day, July 26, 1985. It was a specific condition of proba­
tion on all three cases that the defendant complete one year at a 
residential alcohol treatment program upon his release from custody.

The Department of Corrections released the defendant from - —  
custody on August 27, 1985. He bought a car (by his own admission at 
allocution at a probation revocation hearing on February 5, 1986).
The defendant was arrested September 16, 1985 in another DWI accident 
(85-6357).

The defendant was released on September 11, 1986, and was 
arrested the same day in another DWI accident.

The defendant has 6 DWI convictions— 10/19/77, 7/26/85, 
7/26/85, 7/26/85, 1/20/86, 7/28/87; 1 Refusal conviction 
4/29/85; 7 DWLS/DWLR convictions— 12/10/80, 10/05/81, 7/26/85,
7/26/85, 7/26/85, 1/20/86, 7/28/87; and 1 Reckless Driving conviction—  
7/26/85. The defendant has been arrested or charged with DWI for nine 
different incidents: one .was pending -as of 8/27/87; one (79-89) was
reduced to Negligent Driving on 5/16/79; and another was resolved and 
dismissed through a plea to Refusal (84-9319; 4/29/85 conviction).
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RECEIVED 

FEB 29 i3,'3
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF -THE 'STATE,/‘OF ALASKA.. hr E'.'d'j
THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT AT ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 

STATE OF ALASKA,

Plaintiff,

vs.

JAMES JOHNSON,
DOE. 9/12/42

Defendant, Court No. 3AN-S85-3592 Cr.
3AN-S85-3329 Cr.

STATE'S MEMORANDUM IN AID OF SENTENCING 
PROBATION VIOLATIONS

Standing before the court is possibly the worst 

drunk driver in Alaska. The defendant has six DWI 

convictions— five in the last two years. The defendant has 

seven DWLR convictions— five in the last two years. The 

defendant has been convicted of breath test refusal once and 

reckless driving once— all in the last two years.

The defendant's alcohol-related convictions have 

involved five accidents, and his conduct has injured four 

people.

In the five cases in which the defendant has 

submitted to a test for his breath for alcohol, his breath 

and alcohol concentrations have exceeded .20 percent four



c c

times. In three cases, the defendant's breath-alcohol 

concentration was .25 or above.

The court has repeatedly offered the defendant
\

opportunities for rehabilitation through alcohol treatment, 

but the defendant has consistently and flagrantly rejected 

them. Three weeks after being released from jail in 1985 

with strict orders to undergo residential alcohol treatment 

immediately, the defendant drove drunk and caused an 

accident. In 1986, the defendant again was released from 

jail with a court order to begin alcohol treatment; instead, 

the defendant began drinking and drove the same day.

Given the defendant's extensive criminal record, 

his pattern of pathological alcohol abuse, and his propensity 

to drive without a license, he is clearly a worst offender. 

See Sandahl v. Anchorage, 670 P.2d 716, 718 (Alaska App.

1983). Given the large number of convictions in a short 

time, the consistently high breath-alcohol concentrations, 

the repeatedly bad driving leading to accidents, and the 

repeated flagrant rejections of court ordered alcohol 

treatment, the defendant is probably the worst offender.

This defendant has done almost everything a drunk 

driver can do. He has repeatedly damaged the property of 

others. He has more than once injured others. It is only 

the sheerest fortuity that he has never killed anyone.

- 2 -



The defendant's record of repeated aggravated 

crimes and consistent flouting of court orders shows that 

rehabilitation must take a backseat to specific and_general 

deterrence, reaffirmation of societal norms, and isolation.

The court has repeatedly offered opportunities for 

rehabilitation to this defendant. He not only rejects 

treatment, but immediately re-offends upon release from 

custody.

The attached record shows that courts have also 

consistently sentenced the defendant to mostly suspended 

time, rather than actual time to serve in jail. The 

defendant has responded to these relatively lenient sentences 

by re-offending again, again, and again. It is clear that if 

any sentence will serve to deter him, that sentence is the 

maximum.

The defendant's repeated decisions to endanger the 

lives of so many Alaskans so seriously so many times requires 

a heavy emphasis on deterrence of others and the 

reaffirmation of societal condemnation for driving while 

intoxicated. See Huckabv v. State, 632 P.2d 975, 977 (Alaska 

App. 1981) . Finally, isolation also takes on a special 

importance unusual in misdemeanor cases. This defendant is a
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manslaughter in the making. Every day the court keeps this 

defendant off the streets and highways of Alaska makes 

Alaskans safer.

DATED this 

Anchorage, Alaska.

day of September, 1987, at

GRACE BERG SCHAIBLE 
ATTORNEY GENERAL
DWAYNE W. MCCONNELL 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY

CJG:lhr

By:
Clifford John Groh 
Assistant District Attorney

(corrected 2-29-88)
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PEARS V STATE: A N  IMPROPER 
APPLICATION OF ALASKA'S CURRENT LAW 

TO INTOXICATED DRIVERS

I . I n t r o d u c t i o n

On the night of October 5, 1981, nineteen-year old Richard Pears, 
while under the influence o f alcohol, drove his truck through a red 
light, striking an automobile, killing two people, and injuring a third. 
A jury' convicted Pears of second degree murder, the trial judge sen­
tenced him to twenty years in prison, and Alaska’s Third Circuit 
Court of Appeals unanimously affirmed the verdict.1 The Alaska 
Supreme Court, reviewing only the length of Pears’s sentence, found 
the twenty-year sentence excessive and remanded for resentencing.1 
After a hearing, the trial court-sentenced Pears to twenty years in 
prison with ten years suspended.3 As the first Alaska appellate court 
decision involving a m urder conviction for an intoxicated driver,4 
Pears v. State  represents a significant development in Alaska criminal 
law.

In 1978, the Alaska legislatui e revised the state’s Criminal Code. 
The new Code took effect on January  1, 1980. Under the new Crimi­
nal Code a court theoretically could return a murder conviction 
against an intoxicated driver under one o f three provisions:5 (1) first 
degree m urder, if the defendant intentionally causes death;6 (2) second 
degree m urder, if the defendant causes death “knowing that [his] con-

Copyright ©  1986 by A laska Law  Review
1. Pears v. State. 672 P.2d 903, 905 (A laska C t. App. 1983).
2. Pears v. State, 698 P .2d 1198 (A laska 1985). The supreme court's opinion 

dealt only w ith the sentencing issue and  did not address the propriety o f applying 
Alaska's second degree m urder sta tu te  to  Pears. Accordingly, this note will analyze 
the rationale o f  the court o f appeals' Pears decision.

3. Pears v. State. No. 4F A -S 81-2429 (A laska Super. Ct. Aug. 26. 1985).
4. Id. at 911.
5. There are actually five m urder provisions in the new Alaska Crim inal Code. 

Two of these provisions, however, cannot apply to  an intoxicated driver. See A l a s k a  
St a t . §§ 11.41.100(a)(2)- 11.41.110(a)(3) (1983) (these provisions concern inducing 
suicide, and causing death during  the com m ission o f  one of six felonies, none o f which 
involve intoxicated driving).

6. Id. § ' 1.41.100. The A laska C rim inal C ode defines the term "intentionally’* 
in the following manner:

A person acts ''in ten tionally" w ith respect to  a result described by a provi­
sion of law defining an otrense w hen the person's conscious objective is to
cause th a t r esul t ; . . . .

167
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Alaska has. however, expressly rejected the common law definition of 
m urder.01

A. comparison of Alaska's DWI statute with those o f other states 
offers another indication that the Alaska legislature did not intend for 
Intoxicated Motorists to receive m urder convictions. In several other 
states, either the second93 or third04 DW I conviction is a telonv. In 
Alaska, to the contrary, DW I remains a misdemeanor regardless of 
the num ber of prior convictions.05 fu rtherm ore , among the states 
that will convict an intoxicated driver of murder, Alaska has the 
shortest period of incarceration for repeat DW I offenders.96 The-v 
Alaska DW I statute provides for a minimum sentence of only twenty 
days in jail for someone with one prior DW I conviction, and a mini­
m um  punishment of thirty days in prison for someone with two or 
more prior DW I convictions.97 In comparison, Tennessee has a 45- 
day minimum sentence for the second offense and a 120-day minimum 
for the third offense,98 and South Carolina has a 3-year minimum for 
the third offense and a five-year minimum for the fifth offense.99 In 
light o f the Alaska legislature’s lenient-lreatmenLofLUW I offenders.

Taylor. 461 Pa. 557, 337 A .2d 545 (1975), the defendant was convicted o f raurcer. but 
he had been speeding in an area where children generally play, had killed a boy who 
was r.ding on a bicycle, and then had failed to stop after the accident. Foster v. State, 
239 G a. 302. 236 S.E.2d 644 (1977), involved a  person who was under the influence of 
liquor and drugs and was driving at 90 miles per hour across the center line when he 
collided with another car, killing the o ther driver. The court held th a t an intoxicated 
driver could conceivably be convicted of m urder but that the reckless disregard for the 
safety o f others that this defendant showed should not serve as the implied malice 
aforethought necessary for a m urder conviction. Id. a t 302, 236 S.E.2d at 645-46.

92. A l a s k a  C r im . C o d e  R e v . § 11.41.110 (Tent. D raft 1977).
93. See. e.g„ O k l a . St a t . A n n . tit. 47 § 1 l-902(c) (1962 & Cum. Supp. 19S4-SS); 

T e x . T r a f . R e g . C o d e  A n n . § 6701e-l (Vernon Cum. Supp. 19S3).
94. See N e v . R e v . St a t . § 484.3792(1 )(c) (1983); S.C. C o d e  .An n . § 56-5-2940 

(L a w . Co-op. 1977 & Cum. Supp. 1984); S.D. C o d i f i e d  L a w s  A n n . § 32-23-4 
(1984); W. V a . CODE § 17C-5-2 (Cum. Supp. 1984).

95. A l a s k a  S t a t . § 28.35.030(b) (1984).
96. Until 19S0, California's penalties for repeat offenders were more lenient than 

A laska's penalties, see C a L . V e h . C o d e  § 23102(a) (West 1971) (repealed 1980), but 
now the California minimum sentence for repeat DW I otfendcrs is m uch longer than 
that o f A laska. Compare C a l .  V e h .  C o d e  § 23165 (West Cum. Supp. 1985) (90-day 
m inim um  for second offense) with A l a s k a  S t a t .  § 23.35.030(b) (19S4). Four years 
after the Crim inal Code revision, the Alaska legislature added some harsh penalties 
not involving incarceration for repeat DW I offenders. These involve revoking defend­
an ts ' licenses for long periods o f time. See A l a s k a  S t a t .  § 2 8 .15.181(c ) (1984). 
N evertheless, a legislature's willingness to impose harsh non-jail penalties on DWI 
offenders does not prove that it is willing to impose severe jail sentences on Intoxicated 
M otorists.

97. A l a s k a  S t a t . § 28.35.030(c) (1984).
98. T e n n . C o d e  A n n  § 55-10-403(a)(l) (Supp. 1984).
99. S.C. C o d e  A n n . § 56-5-2940(3), (5) (Law. Co-op. Cum. Supp. 1984).
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therefore, it is unlikely that the legislature wanted Alaska to join the 
minority of states that convict Intoxicated M otorists of murder.

E. Summary .

The foregoing comparison of the relevant homicide statutes and 
case law in other states with those of .Alaska provides strong evidence 
that the Pears court misinterpreted the legislature’s intent in enacting 
the new Criminal Code when the court upheld Pears's murder convic­
tion. M ost states hav' never sustained a m urder conviction for an In­
toxicated Motorist. Those few states that have convicted an 
intoxicated driver of murder either have m urder statutes that ex­
pressly provide such a penalty for an Intoxicated M otorist or they 
have homicide statutes that not only differ from the Alaska murder 
statutes, but contain language similar to  language the Alaska legisla­
ture considered and then rejected.100 O f those states with murder stat­
utes that strongly resemble the A laska m urder statutes, only 
Oklahom a has ever convicted an Intoxicated M otorist of murder, and 
the last m urder conviction under the relevant Oklahoma statutory 
provision occurred more than forty years ago. There is no trend to­
ward greater use of second degree m urder statutes to punish intoxi­
cated drivers. In fact, there may be the beginnings of a trend in the 
opposite direction.

According to the Alaska legislature, the culpability underlying 
DW I offenses does not warrant a felony conviction — not even in the 
case of persistent offenders. Unlike the legislatures of several other 
states, the Alaska legislature gave no indication that deaths caused by 
Intoxicated Motorists would constitute murder. Furthermore. 
A laska’s m urder statutes, as illuminated by their legislative history, do 
not support such a reading. In light o f all these factors, the .Alaska 
Court of Appeals should have concluded that the legislature did not 
intend a second degree murder conviction for Pears or any other In­
toxicated Motorist.

IV. T h e  P e a r s  C a s e

A. The Facts

On October 5, 1981, an intoxicated driver, Richard Pears, ran a 
red light and crashed into a car that was in the intersection, killing the 
driver and one passenger of the other car and severely injuring another 
passenger.101 Pears’s own passenger, wh. m he dropped off before the 
accident, had told him that his driving scared her. As Pears walked to 
his truck, two policemen had warned him that he should not dnve.

r 1984), 100. See supra note. 51. 52. 90. 92. and accom panying text.
101. Pears v. State. n72 P.2d 903, 909-10 (A laska C t. App. 1983).
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January 18, 1988

The Honorable Ben Grussendorf 
Speaker of the House 
Alaska State Legislature 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811
Dear Representative Grussendorf:
Under the authority of art. Ill, sec. 18, of the Alaska Con­
stitution, I am transmitting a bill relating to veterans.
Section 1 of the bill amends AS 18.56.101 to clarify that 
current members of the Alaska National Guard and of reserve 
units of the United States armed forces are eligible for the 
interest rate available to oth'-r veterans on Alaska Housing 
Finance Corporation loans.
Section 2 of the bill amends AS 39.25.150(19) to extend the 
veterans' preference for state employment and job retention 
to former armed service members who served during peacetime 
but who were exposed to the dangers of combat or armed 
hostilities in areas or 
Persian Gulf.

i
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nrnrircT FISCAL NOTEREQUEST:
Revision Date:------------------------- Agency Affected: Arimini strat inn
Title : An Act Relating to_______ jjRU : Personnel

Veterans

STATE O F ALASKA b i l l  v e r s i o n : h r  3 6 Q
1988 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSIO N  p u b l i s h  d a t e  • HOUSE 1/18/88

Sponsor: Rules Committee • Personnel
Requestor:__________    !____________

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93

PERSONAL SERVICES n .... ...... o f! n nTRAVEL 0 0 0 0 0 0
CONTRACTUAL n . Q Q f (SUPPLIES 0 0 0 0
EQUIPMENT 0 0 0 0 0 0L\ND & STRUCTURES 0 ft n 0 0GRANTS, CLAIMS . . 0 0 0 0 0MISCELLANEOUS 0 Q n 0 0 0
TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0 0

CAPITAL o 0 0 0 0 0

REVENUE 0 n 0 o . 9 . 0

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER
TOTAL

0 0 0 0 0
n n n n n

0 0 0 0 u
----- U____ H— n n - .11 . .. —  11 .. .

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
'1___ 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)
Publicizing of any changes created by this legislation and 
revision of application form in order to note changes can be 
accomplished within existing operating budget.

Prepared by :
Division: Personnel

Diana DeSimon

John A rews

Phone:. 
Date: _

465-4430
12/18/87

Approved by Commissioner:
Agency: Department of Administration

d m ; 1/15/88

Distribution (by preparer): 
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies) page of
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REQUEST:_______________________

STA TE OF A L A SlT
1988 L E G ISL A T IV E  SESSION

BILL'C  SION:.HB 369  
PUBLISH DATE : .HOUSE j  , Bb

FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date: January 19. 1988_______
T itle : An A ct r e l a t i n g  t o  v e t e r a n s

Sponsor: 
Requestor:

Rules Caimttee'
Governor

Agtnc,Aftord: Military tVeterans Affairs
BRU: Vptarans Services_________

Components :.

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of DoUars)

OPERATING FY 38 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93
PERSONAL SERVICES
travel
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING ____0____ ____ 0____ _____Q___ . n. . fl 0

Capital 0 0 0 0 0 0

REVENUE 0 0 0 1 0 0 0

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL
PO SITIO N S:

FULLUME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS : (Attach a separate page if necessary) Passage of this bill will have no fis­
cal inpact. The bill amends the definition of veteran for the purposes of:
1) granting enployment preference rights for applicants for positions in the 
classified service of the State of Alaska; and 2) clarifying in statute that 
active numbers of the National Guard qualify to receive AHFC veterans inter­
est rates. -
Prepared by: Jr»ff Morri.qnn  i_____ Phnn* • 465-4600_
Division : A ± n in i s t r a t i v e  vh S u p p o r t  S e r v ic e s ,  CMVA  Dale. .

Approved by Commjssioner: MG John Schaeffer—Vyr A ' Y l 3te: 1 h ^ l _____
Agency: D c r a r t r e n t  o f  M i l i t a r y  & V e te ra n s  X f f a i r s _ _  ^

Distribution (by preparer):
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget \  1
Impacted Agcncy(ies) Pa8e---- of —
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL V5.RSICN: HB 369
1568 LEGISLATIVE SESSION PUBLISH DATE: HOUSE 3/22/88

REQUEST:

R e v i s io n  Date: Agency A f fec ted :  Revenue
T i t l e :  An Act R e la t i r g  to Veterans Bk u : A laska Housing Finance Corporation

Sponsor:  Rules  Committee/Governor Components:
Requestor:

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousanos of D o l l a r s )
1 I FY fib I FY b9 I ' M  90 | FY SI I FY 52 I FY 53

OPERATING
1 PERSONAL SERVICES | - J  '1 -  1 -  1 ! — 1
1 TRAVEL I - 1 -  1 -  1 - 1 - 1 •
I CONTRACTUAL 1 - 1 -  1 -  1 - 1 - 1 •
1 SUPPLIES 1 -  1 -  1 -  1 - 1 - 1 —
I EQUIPMENT I -  1 - 1 -  1 - 1 - 1 -
I LANDS 4 STRUCTURES | -  1 - 1 -  1 - 1 «• 1 •
I GRANTS, CLAIMS | -  1 -  1 -  1 - 1 - 1 —
I MISCELLANEOUS | -  1 -  1 -  1 - 1 _ 1
1 1 ~ TtTAL' cPEflftTWG | -  1 -  I -  1 - 1 - 1 -

1 CAPITAL | -  1 - 1 -  1 — 1 — 1 •

I F.LVETftE ' -  | ' -  1 - 1 -  1 - l - 1 -

FUNDING: (Thousands of  D o l l a r s )
1 GENERAL FUND | - 1 -  1 -  1 - 1 - 1 -
1 FEDERAL FUNDS | -  1 -  1 -  1 - 1 - 1 -
1 OTHER I -  1 -  1 -  1 - 1 - 1 •
1 TOTAl I -  1 -  1 -  1 - 1 - 1 -

POSITIONS:
1 FULL-TIME | - 1 -  1 -  1 «» 1 - 1 -
1 PART-TIME I - 1 -  1 -  1 • 1 1 -
1 TEMPORARY I - 1 -  1 -  1 - 1 - 1 m

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page i f  necessary)

Please  see B i l l  A n a l y s i s  as p rev iou s ly  prepared.

Prepared By: Dr. Ror.ald Lehr ________   Phone: (907) 276-55S5
D i v i s i o n :  A laska Housing Finance C o r p o r a t i o n / /  Date: February b, l?falT

Approved by Commissioner: Hugh M a lo n e  ate: February 8, 1SES
Agency: Department of Revenue

D i s t r i b u t i o n  (by prepare r) :
L e g i s l a t i v e  Finance 
L e g i s l a t i v e  Sponsor 
Requestor
O f f i c e  of Management and Buaget F1*." I -
Impacted Agency( ie s )  * ’ ' *  page 1 o f
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ALASKA HOUSING FINANCE COLORATION 
F i sca l  Not* - HB 269

No. 4 
HB 369
HOUSE 3 /2 2 /8 8

I t  1s d i f f i c u l t  to determine how much this measure would cost AHFC since I t  

1s d i f f i c u l t  to estimate how mar\y former and current Public Health Service 

(PHS) employees will  take advantage of th is  program. Currently there are 

250 PHS commissioned off icers  working 1n Anchorage. (Statewide figures were 

not immediately available.)  I f  a l l  took advantage of the program and 

qual i f ied,  at an average loan amount of 5110,000, a 1 percent subsidy would 

cost  AHFC $1.5 million.

I f  the b i l l  was amended to extend the 1 percent preference Interest rate to 

a l l  active mil itary with at least  five years of service, again AHFC finds 

1t d i f f i c u l t  to determine Just how much 1t would cost. However, the 

following 1s an estimate.

As of September 1986, there were 25,906 active mil itary personne. 

- Inc lud ing Navy, Anry, A1r Force, Marines and Coast Guard - serving 1n 

Alaska. I f  one-tnlrd of those personnel, applied for, were qual i f ied  and

received the subsidy, based on an average loan of $116,000, the 1 percent

subsidy would cost AHFC $64 million.

I t  should be noted that the Fiscal  Note columns all  show zeros. The impact

of th is  proposal would be on AHFC's Revolving Loan Fund.

Addit ional background and h is to r ica l  Information 1s contained 1n the 

attached letter to the b i l l ' s  sponsor, Rep esentatlve Barnes.

Page 2 of 2



No. 5

reouesti__________________ FISCAL NOTE _____________

RavUlonDi^i _  .. , .......... . Agency Affected:___Ravenuc ----
T l L i e . ‘ BRU : Altskfl Housing Plnftnr.e rnm orRf.i^

Relating to Veterans
Spomo*:   , —  ~  Components:- —  ....
Rtqutttnr: , ■ ..

ST A T E  O F  A L A 9K A  b i l l  v e r s i o n  • HB 369
1988 L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N  p u b h c u  hate ■ Ho Us e  3 7 7 T / 88

E X P E N D I T U R E S / R E V E N U E S i

OFERAT1NO FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 9?
PERSONAL SERVICES . JD ___
TRAVEL n
contractual 0. ■SUPPLIES - Q-
EQUIPMENT 0
LAND Sk STRUCTURES ..0 . .
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS — 0-  1
TOTAL OPERAT1NO 0 . . . 0.... __ Q ...Q.. n n

CAPITAL 1 0 1 ° —
0 6 0 0

REVENUE 0 0 0 0 0 0

FUNDING; (Thousandth Doll an)
GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
CTHER 
TLTAL 0 J V " . “5 0 3

POSITIONS;
FULL-TIME
PART*TwM£
TEMPORARY

0 —  P-____ 0 - Q 0 nn o H 0 <1 0 0
0 0 0 2.i 0 — a_____

ANALYSIS (AUKhiupwiupigilfnecauiy)

P itp ir td b y ; Dr. R onald  D. L ehr _ . . _  piinn» . 907-276 -5599
D iv ision : A lask a  H ousing  F in a n c e  C o rp o ra t i o n  p J l t . 2 /3 /B 3

A pproved  by E x e c u tiv e  D i r e c t o r ;  -  D u e : ,  7 - lg lg 8
Agency: —  ----------------------

Distribution (by pr«p&r«x) :
L»gijl»tiv» Finance 
Ligulitive Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Minigcmcnt and Budget
Impacted Agency(iij) ^ ^ ^
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WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT

go0328hL
Cramer
4/11/88

Original sponsor: Rules/Governor

IN THE HOUSE BY THE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

SENATE CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 369 (State Affairs)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act extending eligibility for certain interest

rates to certain members of the national guard or a 

reserve unit of the United States armed forces; and 

granting certain persons who have served in the armed 

forces of the United States an employment preference 
in the state service."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 18.56.101 is amended to read:

Sec. 18.56.101. ELIGIBILITY FOR VETERANS' INTEREST RATES. The 

following persons are eligible veterans for the purposes of AS 18.56.- 

098(g) and (h):

(1) a person who served in the armed forces of the United 

States for 90 days or more, or whose service was for less than 90 days 

because of injury or disability incurred in the line of duty, after 

April 6, 1917, whose discharge was under honorable conditions;

(2) the widow or widower of a member of the armed forces or 

an eligible veteran if the member or veteran served in the armed 

forces for at least 90 days after April 6, 1917_*_ and the veteran's 

discharge was under honorable conditions;

(3) a person who has served for not less than five years in 

the Alaska Army National Guard, or the Alaska Air National Guard, or a 

reserve unit of the United States armed forces if the reserve unit 

required, as a minimum, one weekend each month of duty and 15 consecu­

tive days of active duty training each year and

-1- SCS HB 369(SA)



WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT

(A) whose discharge was under honorable conditions; or

(B) who is currently in an active status in the guard

or a reserve unit.

* Sec. 2. AS 39.25.150(19) is amended to read:

(19) the granting of employment preference rights to a vet­

eran not within the area of promotion, when the veteran possesses the 

necessary qualifications in the job classification applied for under 

this chapter; in an examination to determine the qualification of 

applicants for entrance into the classified service under merit system 

examination, five additional points shall be added to the passing 

grade of a veteran and 10 additional points shall be added to the 

passing grade of a disabled veteran, but the additional points may be 

used only the first time the vetera.i obtains a position in the classi­

fied service; if a position in the classified service is eliminated, 

employees shall be released in accordance with rules which give due 

effect to all factors; if all job qualifications are equal, the veter­

an shall be given preference over the nonveteran and the veteran shall

be kept on the job; this paragraph may not be interpreted to amend the 

terms of a collective bargaining agreement; in this paragraph

(A) "veteran" means a person with 181 days or more

active service in the armed forces of the United States who has

been honorably discharged after having served during any period

(i) becween April 6, 1917, and December 1, 1919, 

between September 16, 1940, and December 31, 1947, or be­

tween June 27, 1950, and October 14, 1976; or

(ii) in which the person was awarded a campaign

badge or expedition medal, or the Purple Heart or other

award or decoration for heroism or gallantry in action;

(B) "disabled veteran" means a veteran who is entitled 

SCS HB 369(SA) -2-
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to compensation under laws administered by the United States Vet­

erans' Administration, or a person who was honorably discharged 

or released from active duty because of a service-connected dis­

ability ;

-3- SCS HB 369(SA)
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N o . 1

STATE OF ALASKA 
19S8 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

R E Q U E ST:

BILL VERSION . CSHB 374(SA) 
PUBLISH DATE : HOUSE 2/3/88

FISCAL NOTE

1 /2 9 /8 8Revision Date:
Tide : An Act relating to selection

of the iury list.
Agency Affected: 
B R U :________

Sponsor: STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
Requestor: House State Affairs________

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)

Components :.

OPERATING FY 88 FY 19 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

.

0 0 0 0 0 0

TOTAL OPERATING -0 .JL . a 9 0 . . ..9, ..

CAPITAL

REVENUE 0 0 0 0 0 0

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER

0 0 0 0 0 0

P O SIT IO N S:

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)

Prepared b y : 
Division

. j i b t nda Edgeworth
Division of Elections

Approved by Commissioner:
Agency: ________Office of the Governor

G M r■. — ■'ivy

Distribudon (by preparer) :  
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget 
Impacted Agcncy(ies)

Phone 
Date: ,

Date:

4 6 5 -4 6 1 1

of



STATE OF ALASKA
1 9 8 8  LEGISLATIVE SESSION

DILL VERSION: 
PUBLISH DATE:

No. 2 
CSHB 374(SA)

2 / 3 / a aHUUSL 2 / 3 / 8

FISCAL NOTE
REQUEST

Revision Date:_____________________
Title: An Act relating to selection

of the jury list__________________
Sponsor: State Affairs Committee
Requestor: State Affairs Committee

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)

Agency Affected: Revenue
BRU: Permanent Fund Dividend

Components: Permanent Fund Dividend 
____________ Operations_____________

I
OPERATING

1 FY 88 I FY 89 I FY 90 I FY 91 I FY 92 1 FY 93
J _________i______ I_______ I_____

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LANDS & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS_____

I
I

TOTAL OPERATING

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
I GENERAL FUND 
j FEDERAL FUNDS 
I OTHER
I TOTAL________

I

POSITIONS:
| FULL-TIME 
| PART-TIME 
j TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS:

The Permanent Fund Dividend Division will be able to provide a tape listing of Permanent 
Fund Dividend applicants with the following information: first name, middle initial,
last name, mailling address and birth date. We will not be Bble to provide a separate 
residence address or years and/or dates of residence. However, each applicant on file 
states that they y r fy y z resident of Alaska since at least prior to October 1.

Prepared By: rrtfJorTê

Distribution (by preparer): 
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Hanagerpent and Budget Impacted Agency(ics)

Phone:
Division: Pejfoanent Fund Dividend Division Date:

Approved by Commissioner: / & Date:
Agency: Revenue ^

465-2323
January 25. 1988

/ / Z  ?
/

page of
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907.<6J-3800

dH<_CL<



r'EB 31 *88 Q9! 13 ACft 2ND JUD DIST FftX275-83<l2

Âlaska (Hcrurt jSSgstem
jState (if A ln ik a  

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR

JANALEER.STRANDBERG
8:stf Couniei

February 1, 1988
303 K 3!’88t 

Anchorage. AK 89501 
(907) 264-8223

Representative Fran Ulmer 
Chair, House State Affairs 
Alaska State Legislature 
Room 1 0 2 , Capitol 
Juneau, AK 9981 1

Re: HB 374
Dear Representative Ulmer:

The court system has several comments on HB 374, First, the court system 
suggests that It be the recipient of the lists that will comprise the Jury list, so 
that "court system" should replace "Department of Administration" in section 
one, lines 23 and 24. Second, the court system would like each person 's sex 
and and social security number (If available) Included on the list as well as the 
date the Information was received by the transmitting agency (section one, line 
2, page 3). Third, for administrative efficiency the court system would like to 
specify the format of the magnetic tape on which the lists will be entered.

Finally, we suggest adding a provision requiring vital statistics to transmit to 
the court system a list of death certificates Including each decedent's date of 
death filed the preceding calendar year. V/lthout a provision of this nature, we 
have no way of purging our jury lists of the names of those persons who have 
died.

Thank you for considering these comments. I would be happy to d iscuss them 
with you or to answer any questions you may have.

Sincerely

danalee R/Strandbe rg  
Staff Counsel

JRS :bh

2 / 1 / 88-2
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3 /2 9 /8 8  . ---------------------------------
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Alaska National Guard and Alaska Naval Militia retirement benefits; efd

and recommended

[ ] replace with ___  CS______________________________ ) f 1 same title
[ ] or adopt _______  CS___________________________________)[] new title

[ ] attached amendment(s) and

pO  do pass
[ ] do not pass

[ ] no recommendation

[ ] individual recommendations

[ ] further referral to __________________________

[ ] letter of intent adopted ______________________

Committee attached or [ ] adopted fiscal note(s)
[ ] new ' [ ] updated or previous

[ J Committee Backup attached



STEVE C Q W P E R

S t a t u  o r  A l a s k a
O F F I C E  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R  

J O  N C A U

January 29, 1988

The Honorable Ben Grussendorf 
“Speaker-of the-House 
Alaska State Legislature 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811
Dear Representative Grussendorf:
Under the authority of art. Ill, sec. 18, of the Alaska Con­
stitution, I am transmitting a bill relating to Alaska 
National Guard and Alaska Naval Militia (NGNM) retirement 
benefits. The bill adds two forms of payment of NGNM retire­
ment benefits that may be elected by members.
Under current law, an eligible member of the Alaska National 
Guard or Alaska Naval Militia is entitled to receive $100 
per month, payable for the same number of months that the 
member satisfactorily participated in the Guard or Militia. 
If the member dies before receiving the benefit for the 
entire number of months, the remaining amount due is paid to 
the member's beneficiary in a lump sum. The Department of 
Military and Veterans' Affairs reports that many Guard and 
Militia retirees do not live long enough to draw all of the 
benefits due them, and that current members desire an option 
to draw the entire amount of their benefits during their 
lifetimes.

The two new options for payment of NGNM retirement benefits 
added by this bill allow a member to elect to receive the 
benefit in a lump sum or in a monthly amount that results in 
payment of the entire benefit by the member's 72nd birthday. 
Under either option, the amourjt-^jpaid must be actuarially 
determined to be equal in v^flue j:o the amount that would 
have been paid if the membe^ h^d received the benefit at the 
regular rate of $100 per mont!



REQ U EST:_______________________

ST A TE OF ALASKA
1988 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSION

No. 1 

BILL VERSION : HB 4 1 6
PUBLISH DATE: HOUSE 1 / 2 9 / G 8

FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date: ................. ................ .....................Title; AK Nat'l Guard Naval Militia 
Retirement Benefits

Sponsor: R u l e s _________________________
Requestor: G o v e r n o r _____________________

Agency Affected: A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
BRU. R e t i r e m e n t  & B e n e f i t s

rn m r >n.«- R e t i r e m e n t  a n d  B e n e f i t s

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPUES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 . 0 fi 0
n A A n _____A _
0 0 0 0

.
0 c

0 o 0 0
9 u . 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0

TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0 0

CAPITAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

REVENUE 0 0 0 0 0 0

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL

0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0

PO SIT IO N S:

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

0 0 0 0 0 0
0 (J 0 u —0“ A
0 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)

S e e  a t t a c h e d

Prepared b y : R o b e r t  P .  StajnaKgX-.- A gtinq ..J? irfiC tg ,r phone
Division :  BgfclCfifflgflLfc and. .B e n e f i t s ___________________  Date: ,

465-4470
1-18 -88

Approved by Commissioner: _ 
Agency: D e p a r t m e n t

Distribution (by preparer) : 
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Manrgement and Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies)

J o h n  M. A n d r e w s
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  ~ 7 ~ 7 /
----------- " 7 / T

of Date:

page



No. 1

HB 416 
HOUSE 1 /2 9 /8 8

POSITION PAPER 
National Guard Bill

This bill would add two (2) additional benefit payment 
options for the members retiring under the Alaska Guard 
and Naval Militia Retirement System (NGNMRS). 
Currently, a retiring member has only one payment 
option for their retirement benefit. The member 
receives $100 per month for the same number of months 
that the member participated satisfactorily in the 
Guard, Air Guard, or the Naval Militia. If the retiree 
dies before receiving the entire benefit, the balance 
is paid in a lump sum to a surviving spouse or other 
beneficiary named by the retiree if there is no 
surviving spouse.

This amendment would provide a choice of one of three 
different payment plans to allow more flexibility for 
the retiring member:

1) a lump sum pension which is the actuarially 
equivalent of the total pension due the 
member;

2) a monthly benefit actuarially calculated so 
that the entire pension is paid to the member 
by his or her 72nd birthday; or

3) $100 per month for the same number of months
served by the member (the current plan.)

It may be more advantageous for an older retiring 
member to elect a lump sum or an actuarially calculated 
monthly benefit to ensure that the entire benefit is 
received during the member's life time.
The department supports this bill.

Division of Retirement & Benefits

Date
Department of Administration

page 2 of 2



No. 2

REQ U EST:_______________________

STA TE OF ALASKA
1988 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSION

BILL VERSION : HB 4 1 6 __________
PUBLISH DATE : HOUSE l / 2 s > / B B

FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date: J a n u a r y  19 . 1988________
T itle : An A c t r e l a t i n g  t o  A la s to
N a t io n a l  G uard  R e t ir e m e n t  B e n e f i t s
Sponsor: 
Requestor:

R u le s  C a m n t t e e
-Gqyerror.

Agency Affected l M i l i t a r y  & V e te ra n s  A f f a i r s  
BRU ■A-*-a^ ca is cianai xaiara Benef i ts -

Components :

EX PEN D ITU REi/RE VENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING '0 ....  O- U u u 0

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND ^  
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
"TOTAL

0 0 0 0 0 0

PO SIT IO N S:

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

n n 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)
This bill JvYfe two payout options to the existing Alaska National Guard and Naval 
Militia retirement system. No fiscal irpact will occur.

I
Prepared by: Jeff Itorrison ----  ---- Phone: 4f5^ 600-----
Division: Administrative &/Support Services, CMVA n,„, ,^/g/yy

Approved by Commissioner: . W ‘. f e r W  : i/tflfJL_______Department of Military & Veterans'AftAifs 1Agency: D e p a rtm en t o f  M i l i t a r y

Distribution (by preparer) :
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget 1 1
Impacted Agency(ies) P38c --------  o f -------
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FAIRBANKS
For

CAMPERS & CAR 
TRAVELERS

C o m p lim e n ts  of: 

S U P E R  8

i i6i> 3& b £ . & &  w  J i s a  ■»<
A ll m a t e r i a l  b e lo w ,  i n c l u d i n g  m a p  r e f e r s  to:NORTH POLE, AK

M ile  3 49  R i c l i n r d s o n  H w y .  (# 2 )
J u s t  13 m i l e s  S E  o f  F a i r b a n k s .

( 3 2 )  N O R T H  C O U N T R Y  I N N  4 8 8 - 4 0 4 0 ;  S a n t a
C la u s  L a n e  d o w n to w n ,  n e x t  to  S a n t a ’s S uds .  A 
f a m i l y  r e s t a u r a n t .  B r e a k f a s t ,  s a n d w i c h e s ,  
lunch  & d in n e r  spec ia ls .  M ex ican  spec ia lt ies .

( 3 3 )  S A N T A ’S  S U D S  4 8 8 - 9 4 0 5 ;  S a n t a  C la u s  L a n e
n e x t  to  N o r t h  C o u n t r y  In n .  M o d e r n  co in -  
o p e ra ted  la u n d ry .  8 a m -1 0 p m  da ily .

( 3 4 )  S A N T A  C L A U S  H O U S E  4 8 8 - 2 2 0 0 ;  R ic h ­
a rd so n  H wy. b e tw een  b o th  N o r th  Pole ex its .  
A la s k a n  g if ts ,  so u v e n i rs ,  toys , C h r i s tm a s  i tem s ,  
S u m m e r s  8 am -7 pm .

( ? )  S U N S H I N E  T R A V E L  4 8 8 - 4 5 0 2 ;  Colon ia l  
P laza ,  B a d g e r  Rd. F u ll  se rv ice ,  sp ec ia l iz in g  in  
A la sk a  local & a rc t ic  to u rs .  M-F 8:30-5:30; S a t  
9-4. S e e  a ls o  tw o  F a i r b a n k s  lo c a t io n s .

( 35)  N O R T H  P O L E  V I S I T O R  C E N T E R
4 8 8 - 2 2 4 2 ;  R ic h a rd s o n  H w y. a t  M iss io n  Rd. 
9 am -6p m . M-Sat.

( 3 6 )  C O R K ’S  P I T S T O P  4 8 8 - 2 8 0 0 ;  Tesoro  G as .
d iesel,  u n le a d e d  s u p re m e ,  p ro p a n e  & s e r v ic e .

( 37) L u n d ’s F r o z e n  Y o g u r t . C h u r c h ' s  C h i c k e n ,  
A m e r i c a n  T i r e  W a r e h o u s e ,  B e a v e r  B rook  
M all ,  B a d g e r  Rd. n e a r  R ich a rd so n  H wy.

Map is not to scale and some d i­
rections are  "ofT" in order to pro­
vide a s im p le  overv iew  a n d  
o r ien ta t ion  aid COMMENTS 
A P P R E C IA T E D ,  box  1992. 
Fairbanks 99707.

/ \  Campgrounds o r Cumpcr Parking

j  Shopping Mulls (details reverse sidel

O Points of Interest <£ Sponsors 
Match to numbers on reverse side.

NORTH POLE PLAZA M A L L  — R ic h ­
a rd so n  H wy. a t  S a n t a  C la u s  Ln. M a r k e t  B a s ­
k e t  S u p e r m a r k e t  w i th  p h a rm a c y .  11 sh op s  
i n c l u d in g  N o r t h  P o le  F o to .  T e x a c o  G a s , 
s u p e r  u n l e a d e d ,  p r o p a n e ,  D u m p  S t a t i o n ,  
w a te r .

K J N P  4 8 8 - 2 2 1 6  — D riv e  in  M iss io n  Rd. for '/* m i .  A 
C h r is t i a n  & fam ily  s ta t io n .  V is i to rs  w elcom e. 100.3 P.M. 
1170 AM, C h  4 TV.

SHADED AREAS: Downtown 
Fairbanks. North Pole, 
University of Alaska.

.KJ*P
MISSION

ItV D U M P  STATIONS
Cripple Creek Resort Ester
City Dump Station 2nd Ave. near Alnsknland 
Russell's Texaco Third St. a t  Old Steese
Russell's Tesuro 12lh Ave, and Noble
Mike's Chevron College Rd. near University Ave. 
Alusku Chevron Illinois a t  Minnie St
Texuco Minute Man Noble at Gaffney

A TANANA VALLEY CG 456-7956; 2 mi.
C ollege  Rd. on b u s  rt .  # 1 0 .  R estroom s, sh o w ­
ers ,  la u n d r y ,  w a te r ,  d u m p  s ta t io n ,  ta b le s ,  
f irepluces,  wood for su le .  T e n te r s  welcome. 
$9. No hookups.

CHENA RIVER STATE CG; U n iv e r s i ty  Ave. 
51 s i t e s .  T a b le s ,  f i r e p la c e s ,  w a t e r ,  r e s t ro o m s .  
d u m p  s ta t io n ,  p icnic  s i te s ,  boa t ra m p .  5 d a y  limit.  
No hookups.

A  NORLITE CG 4 5 2 - 4 2 0 6 ;  P r iv a te .  P o ger  Rd. off 
A irp o r t  Rd. R estroom s,  show ers ,  lu a n d ry ,  d u m p  
s ta t io n ,  full ho ok up s ,  grocery .

/?\ ALASK ALAND 4 5 2 - 4 5 2 9 .  P a r k i n g  only for self- 
co n ta in ed  veh ic les .  No to i le ts .  No hookups .  5  d ay  
l im it .  $5  a  n ig h t .  In c rea se  expec ted .

A

ROADS END RV P ARK 4 8 8 - 0 2 9 5 ;  Mi. 356
R ich a rdso n  H wy. R es tro om s,  sh o w ers ,  full ho ok ­
ups. P a r k i n g  $7. H oo k u p s  & s h o w e rs  e x t r a .

NORTH POLE PARK; 5 th  Ave. N o r th  Pole. 
N in e  spaces  for t e n t s  on ly .  R es troo m s,  w a te r .

OUT-OF-TOWN STATE C A M P G R O U N D S .
Toilet fac i l i t ies ,  w a te r ,  p icn ic  ta b le s ,  n o  h ookups .  M ore 
in fo rm at ion ;  A la sk a  Div. P a rk s ,  S p o r t s m a n ’s W ay  off A ir ­
port  W ay. Ph . 479-4114.
Lower Chutunika CG (no w nteri 11 mi. Elliot Hwy. 10 units
Upper Chutunika CG 39 mi S lN t t  Hwy 25 unit*
27 Milo CG 27 ml. Chona Hot Spring* ltd 38 unit*
39 Milo CG 39 mi. Chono Hot Springs ltd 18 units

XVA7VV Jvf
\t/ S pTo y

Mi/* 346 
- / • / « /  
Con/re/

A C H E N A  LAKES RECREATION A R E A  
4 8 8 - 1 6 5 5 ;  L au re n c e  Rd. a t  Mi. 347 R ich a rdso n  
H wy. D rive in  2 .6 m i le s  to  en t r a n c e .  78 cam p s i te s ,  
92  p icnic  s i te s  on 2 ,000  ucres .  T o ile ts ,  w a te r ,  d u m p  
s ta t io n ,  no hookups. L a rg e  la k e  for s w im m in g  a n d  
non-m otorized  bouts ,  ( r iv e r  for motorized  1. Boat 
re n ta l s ,  concessions. $ 6  o v e rn ig h t .  $3 d ay  use.



{ w e l c o m e  TO FAIRBANKS! W e hope th i s  (
|  l i t t le  m a p  h a s  he lped  yo u  a n t i c ip a t e  y o u r  v is it  h e re  i  
!  and /o r  c o n tr ib u te d  to  t h e  en jo y m e n t  o f  y o u r  s t a y .  |  
jj P le a s e  s c r u t in i z e  b o th  t h e  m a p  a n d  t h e  b a c k  s i d e  9 
I  o f  it.  You w ill  find i t  c o n ta in s  m u c h  in fo rm a t io n  you  I  
“  a re  looking  for p lu s  o th e r  in t e r e s t in g  t id b i ts .  I f  you  c 

hav e  found it  u se fu l  p lease  m e n t io n  it to  v a r io u s  I  
F a i r b a n k s a n s ,  in c lu d in g  sp on so rs .  T h i s  w ill  h e lp  ? 
m a in ta in  c o n t in u ed  su p p o r t  o f  i t s  p ub lica t io n .  C om - |  
m e n ts  a p p rec ia te d .  -

N.L. Baker — P.O. Box 1992 — Fairbanks, AK 99707

I

19707 rj
•«»'<) -J

'Numbers 9. 10 and 17 do not have locations on the map.

ENHANCE YOUR 
ALASKAN EXPERIENCE

(7) SUNSHINE TRAVEL 479-2238/4206; A irp o r t  
W ay  f ro n ta g e  Rd. n e a r  U n iv e r s i ty  M all.  A LSO  
c o rn e r  M in n ie  & O ld  S tee se  H w y. (452-8992) in 
w h i te  colonia l b u i ld in g  n e x t  to D u rg e r  K ing .  Full 
se rv ice  agen cy  sp ec ia l iz in g  in A la s k a  A d v e n tu re ,  
lo ca l  & a r c t i c  t o u r s ,  f e r r y  r e s e r v a t i o n s .  M-F 
8 :3 0am -6 pm ; S a t  9am -4pm < M in n ie  & S te e s e  only).

® IIIVERBOAT DISCOVERY 479-6673; D ale  
Rd. off  A irp o r t  W ay . Scenic  fou r -h o u r  r i v e r  c ru ise  
a b o a rd  a u th e n t i c  s t e rn w h e e le r s .  L ive  n a r r a t i o n  
w i th  dog s led  d e m o n s t r a t io n  a n d  s to p  a s h o r e  a t  
I n d ia n  r iv e r  v il lage .  $25  a d u l t s .  $17  ch i ld re n .  Re­
se rv a t io n s  adv ised .  8 :4 5 am  & 2pnt d e p a r tu re s .

( * )^3j ALASKALAND 4 5 2 - 4 5 2 9 ;  A irp o r t  W ay . Gold 
R u sh  T o w n ,  B ig  S ta m p e d e  S h ow , P io n e e r  M u ­
s e u m ,  M i n i n g  V i l l a g e ,  S q u a r e  D a n c e  H a l l  
(456-5350), concess ions, p icnic  a r e a ,  b ik e  & boat 
r e n t a l ,  e n t e r t a i n m e n t .  S h o p s  op en  l l u m - 9 p m .  
F ree  T r a m  T r a in  p icks  u p  a t  m os t ho te ls  10 t im es  
dailv .

© A L A S K A  P U B L I C  L A N D S  I N F O R ­
MATION CENTER 451-7352; C o u r th o u s e  
Sq.,  T h i r d  & C u s h m a n ,  lo w e r  le v e l .  E x h ib i t s ,  
books, movies.

@  C HENA RIVER FLOATS & BIKE RENT­
ALS; A lu sk a la m l  b o a t  dock. E n t e r  from  P e g e r  Rd. 
o r  A la s k a la n d .  Enjoy b ik e  t r a i l s  on 3 -speeds  o r  th e  
C h e n a  in  in f la ta b le  canoes. l l a m - 8 p m  da ily .

( g ) t A N A N A  V A L L E Y  S T A T E  FAIR 
W  GROUNDS 452-3750; C ollege  Rd. F A I R .  Aug. 

8-16, 1987; op en  U u m - lO p m .  C o m m erc ia l  & com ­
p e t i t iv e  ex h ib i ts ,  m id w ay ,  rodeo, e n t e r t a i n m e n t ,  
food. A d u l ts  $4. C h i ld re n  $2. S e n io r s  S3. F a m i ly  
S u n - F c s t  S o l s t i c e  c e le b ra t io n  J u n e  13-21.

(7) C H E N A  H O T  S P R I N G S  R E S O R T  
452-7867; 5 6  pav ed  m i le s  C h e n a  H ot S p r in g s  Rd. 
In d o o r  pool, w h ir lp o o l  b a th e s ,  r u s t i c  c a b in s  o r  
m o d e rn  ho te l  room s, lodge, c a m p in g ,  lots  o f  o u t ­
door ac t iv i t ie s .  E n joy  a  r e a l  A la s k a n  ex per ience .

(7) PLEASANT V A L L E Y  A N I M A L  P A R K
488-3967; 22'A  mi. C h e n o  H o t Sp. Rd. Moose, 
bison, C a n a d a  geese  & more. R oam  a n d  p ho to ­
g ra p h  on  foot o r  on h o rse  d r a w n  w agon. F a rm  
s e t t in g  for kids. RV o v e rn ig h t  p a rk in g ,  no hook­
ups. W a te r  av a i lab le .

(T) CRIPPLE CREEK RESORT 479-2500. E s ­
te r ,  off  P a r k s  H ig h w a y .  H is to r ic  m in in g  cam p, 
M a le m u te  S a lo o n  w h e re  le g e n d a ry  “S h o o t in g  of 
D un M cG rew " com e to life. B u n k h o u s e  R e s t a u ­
r a n t  f e a tu re s  “a ll  you c an  e a t ” c rab  d in n e r .  See 
P h o to s y m p h o n y  of A u ro ra  B orea lis ,  shops  for 
b row sing .  H o te l  d oub les  $33. RV P a rk in g ,  D u m p  
S ta t io n ,  w a te r .  T ra n s p o r ta t io n  av a i lab le .

©9 ) OUTBOUND RV RENTALS 474-0968; E x p e ­
rience  A la s k a  in  th e  com fort  o f  a  m o to rh o m e  e x ­
p lo r ing  th e  b r e a t h t a k i n g  sc ene ry  o f  A la sk a .  W e 
h a v e  a  w ide  v a r i e ty  o f  m o to rh o m es  to  p u t  you  
w ith in  e a sv  reach  o f  A la s k a ’s f in e s t  a t t r a c t io n s .

10) RED HAT TOURS 457-3000/479-3561; F a i r ­
b a n k s  s ig h ts e e in g  tou rs .  T h e  o n ly  w ay  to  rea l ly  see 
F a i r b a n k s .  Y o ur  gu ides  live here!!

ALASKANA  
ARTS, CRAFTS, JEWELRY

( n)THE L A S T  R U S H  T R A D I N G  P OST
457-4535; Mi. 4 Old S te e s e  H wy. a t  b e g in n in g  of 
C h e n a  H ot S p r in g s  Rd. A la s k a n  gold je w e l ry  m ad e  
on p rem ises .  R aw  n u g g e ts .  W ide  v a r i e ty  o f  A la s ­
k a n  g i f t s ,  m i n i n g  & t r a p p i n g  a r t i f a c t s .  O p en  
9 am -7p m . P h o to g ra p h  p ic tu re s q u e  log cabins!!

12) E S K I M O  M U S E U M  & GIFT S H O P  
488-6868; Mi. 356  R ich a rd so n  Hwy.,  6  mi. S. o f  
F a i r b a n k s .  B e au t i fu l  log s t r u c tu r e  h o u se s  la rge  
A la s k a n  w ild l ife  sp ec im ens ,  G ift  sh op  fe a tu r e s  
ivory, a  v a r i e ty  o f  A la s k a n a  i t e m s  a n d  sou ven irs .

© PERDUE’S JEWELRY 456-5105; C o u r th o u s e  
Sq. dow n to w n . A lso  S h o p p e r 's  F o r u m  M a ll  M a s­
t e r  G o ld sm ith  o v e r  25 y ea rs .

13) A RCTIC T R A V E L E R S  GIFT S H O P  
456-7080; C o rn e r  Second Ave. & C u s h m a n ,  d ow n­
town. N u t iv e  c ra f ts  a r e  t h e  sp ec ia l ty ,  w i th  d e m o n ­
s t r a t i o n s  7 d a y s  a  w eek . Also A la s k a n  jew e lry ,  
g i f tw a re  & so uv en irs .  8 am -1 0p m .

LODGING

@  GOLDEN NORTH M OTEL 479-6201; T a k e  
S p o r t s m a n ’s W ay  off A irp o r t  W a y  to  O ld  A i r p o r t  
R d .,  o r  ex i t  from  P a r k s  Hwy. w es tbo un d .  C ab le  
T V .,  in - r o o m  coffee ,  s h o w e r / t u b .  C o n t i n e n t a l  
b re a k fa s t .  A irp o r t  cou r te sy  c a r  P a r k  a t  e a ch  un it .

(15) KLONDIKE INN, L O U N G E  & DINING
HALL 479-6241; A irp o r t  W a y  n e a r  U n iv e r s i ty  
Ave. E n t e r  from  f ro n ta g e  rd. by  S u n s h i n e  T ra v e l  or 
from U n iv e r s i ty  Ave. L a rg e  ro o m s  w i th  TV, phone, 
sh o w er  Si tu b ,  k i tc h e n s .  F a m i ly  u n i t s ,  coin l a u n ­
dry, a m p le  p a r k i n g  e a c h  u n i t .  R ea so n a b le  prices.

(16) SUPER 8 MOTEL451-8888; 1909 A irp o r t  W ay.
nex t to  D e n n y 's  R e s t a u r a n t .  C o lo r  TV , sh o w er  & 
tub ,  phone, l u u n d r y  fac i l i t ies .  A i rp o r t  co u r te sy  car.  
N o n -sm o k in g  ro om s a v a i l a b le ,  N e a r  A la sk a la n d ,  
r e s t a u r a n t s ,  a n d  th e a t e r .

(17)* FAIRBANKS B E D  A N D  B REAKFAST
452-4967; P O B  7 45 73 .  F a i r b a n k s ,  A K  99707. 
S ing le  $36. D o ub le  $48  p lu s  tax .

DINING
Cocktails Available —  Comfortable Casual D ress  

A lw a y s  Acceptable

(7) T W O  RIVERS L O D G E  488-6815; M i. 16
C h e n a  H ot  S p r in g s  Rd. P ro v id in g  f in e s t  in g o u r ­
m e t  d in in g  & t r u e  A la s k a n  h o s p i ta l i ty  s ince  T e r ­
ri to r ia l  days .  F e a t u r i n g  F r e s h  S e a fo o d  f lown in 
daily .  P r im e  R ib ,  t e n d e r  ag ed  S te a k ,  ta n t a l i z in g  
A ppetize rs ,  w orld  re n o w n e d  D e s s e r t s  b y  S ta s h a .  
Rave  re v iew s  h a v e  a p p e a r e d  in  w orld-w ide  p u b ­
lica tions .  W e d -S a t  5- 10pm; S u n  3-9pm . R e se rv ­
a t io n s  r e co m m en d ed .  O p e n  y e a r  rou nd .

Note #7 refers to 3 separate points of interest all on Cllenn Hot 
Springs ltd.

(is) TURTLE CLUB 457-3883; Mi. 10 S te e s e  H w y. in 
h is to ric  Fox. A f ine d i n n e r  house .  P r i m e  r ib  in 3 
a p p e t i t e  s izes ,  g i a n t  p r a w n s ,  lob s te r ,  BBQ ribs  
(Wed, T h ,  S u n ) .  S a la d  B ar .  D in n e r  6 -10 pm  Wed- 
S a t ;  5 -9  S u n .  R e s e r v a t i o n s  r e c o m m e n d e d .  E x ­
tended  L ounge  hours .

(l9) NORTH COUNTRY INN 457-8289; Mi 10' ,
S te e s e  E x p r e s s w a y  in  Fox. F u l l  d i n n e r  m e n u ,  
s te ak s ,  p r im e  r ib ,  seafood. M u s ic  for good l i s t e n in g  
and  d a n c in g  in  lo un ge .  F r iv o lo u s  F oxie  Foll ies 
n ig h t ly  in  s u m m e r .  R V  p a r k i n g  o .k .  S ee  p e r ­
m afro s t  ice c li f f  in  b ac k  o f  b u i ld in g .

OTHER GOOD EATING
(2̂  DENNY’S — F a r t h e s t  n o r th  D e n n y 's  in  th e  world! 

A irpo r t  Rd. n e x t  to  S u p e r  8  M otel.

( 2 l )  CLAUDIO’S 451-8500; S econ d  St. n e x t  to S teese  
E xp ressw ay .  C a n  e n t e r  from  O ld  S te e s e  o r  across  
from G av o ru  M all.  W h o leso m e  K a l ia n  d ishes ,  fine 
p as t r ies .  L u n c h  1 l a m - 3 p m ,  d i n n e r  5-9pin. "L ow er 
48" prices. C losed  S u n d a y .  D e l ig h tfu l  decor.

AUTO & PEOPLE NEEDS

22) FAIRBANKS M U F F L E R  & A U T O  R E ­
PAIR 452-2511; S. C u s h m a n  a t  V un H orn  Rd. 
C o m ple te  e x h a u s t  sy s te m s ,  b r a k e s ,  shocks ,  w heel 
a l ig n m e n t ,  t r a i l e r  h i tc h e s .  L a rg e  s t a l l s  a n d  ou ts id e  
a re a  for a ll  RVs. U s u a l ly  se rv ic e  w h i le  you w a i t .

(23) AUTO SERVICE COMPANY. TOYOTA- 
w  VOLVO-GOODYEAR. 456-6217; 3 2 8 5  S.

C u s h m a n .  Fu ll  l in e  G o o d y e a r  t i r e s  for c a rs ,  RVs, 
& t r u c k s .  C o m p le te  a u to m o t iv e  se rv ice  cen te r .  
M -F  8 am -6 pm ; S a t  10am -5pm . ( t i re s  only).

(24) M O B A T  TIRE & AUTOMOTIVE 452-7131;
3601 So. C u s h m a n  a t  V a n  H o rn  Rd. M ic h e l in  Si 
D u n lo p  t i r e s .  B r a k e s ,  f ro n t  e n d  a l i g n m e n t  & 
sh o c k s .  C a n  a c c o m m o d a te  l a r g e s t  R V s.  C o m ­
p e t i t iv e  prices.

(25) TOTEM C H E V R O N  456-4606; C o rn e r  GafTney
& B a r n e t t e  S t .  A t la s  t i re s ,  b a t t e r i e s  & accessories .  
M ech an ic  on du ty .  Good o ld-fash ioned  se rv ice  or 
se lf-serve . 7 am -1 0 p m . (S u n d a y  8am-8pm>.

26) FAIRBANKS SMALL ENGINE 456-6202.
V a n  H o rn  b e tw e en  L a th ro p  & Peg er .  W e  service 
m os t  sm a ll  g a s  g e n e ra to r s  a n d  sell  Toro P roduc ts .

2 7 )  UNIVERSITY AVE. C A R  & T R U C K  
WASH; U n iv e rs i ty  Ave. n e a rC o l l e g e  Rd.,  n e x t  to 
C & J 's  d r iv e - in  C o in -o p e ra te d ,  24  h o u r s  a  day, 
la rg e  p av ed  a r e a  a n d  b a y s  for la rg e s t  RVs.

( 2 8 )  LKJ COMMUNICATIONS 4 5 2 - 7 9 9 0 ;  C o rn e r
V a n  H o rn  Rd. Si I n t e rn a t io n a l  W ay. F o r  a l l  o f  you r  
C.B. Si r ad io  accessory  needs.

( 2 9 )  ARCTIC RENT-A-CAR 4 5 1 - 0 1 1 1 ;  A irp o r t
f ro n tag e  Rd. b e tw een  G i l la m  & C u s h m a n .  F re e  
p icku p  a i rp o r t ,  "B & B ” , ho te ls ,  t r a in .  C re d i t  ca rd  or 
c a sh  deposi t .  A c tive  m i l i ta ry ,  A A R P , A AA  d is ­
coun ts .  C a rs 'V a n s .  R eason ab le  r a t e s  incl. m ap.

( 3 0 )  B&C LAUNDROMAT, SHOWERS & DRY
CLEANING; C a m p u s  C o r n e r ,  C ollege  Rd. & 
U n iv e rs i ty  A ve Also E a g le  P la za .  T h i rd  St. & 
S te e se  E x p re ssw ay .  S u m m e rs :  8 a m -m id n ig h t .

31) A U R O R A  ANIMAL CLINIC 452-6U55; Col­
lege  Rd. n e a r  A u ro ra  Dr. M on-Fri  8 a m - l l a m  and  
2p m -5pm ; S a t  10am -2pm .

MAJOR SHOPPING MALLS

| A [ BENTLEY MALL — C ollege  Rd. & O ld  S teese  
H w y .  S a f e w a y ,  P a y  &  S a v e  w i t h  p h a r m a c y  
(456-2151). 30 o th e r  shops , inc lu d in g  A  T o u c h  o f  
G o ld , gold n u g g e t  jew e lry .

B GAVOIIA MALL — 3 rd  S t.  b e tw ee n  O ld  S teese  
a n d  S teese  Expw y. M a r k e t  B a s k e t ,  P a y  &  S a v e  
H o m e  C o n f e r  a n d  7 o th e r  shops  in c lu d in g  F a ir ­
b a n k s  F a s t  F o to .

|~C~| SHOPPER’S FORUM -  A irp o r t  W ay & Cow- 
les. M a r k e t  B a s k e t  S u p e r m a r k e t  p lu s  15 o th e r  
shops , in c lu d in g  F a ir b a n k s  F a s t F o to , P e r d u e 's  
J e w e l r y  (a lso  in  C o u r th o u s e  Sq. dow ntow n).

UNIVERSITY CENTER M ALL -  A irp o r t  
W a y  a t  U n iv e rs i ty  Ave. S a fe w a y ,  P a y  & S u v e  
w i th  p h a rm a c y  (479-4289). 21 o th e r  shops.
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SENATOR KEN FANNING
PO. BOX 80929 

COLLEGE, ALASKA 99708

M E M O R A N D U M  

DATE: MAY 5, 1988

Senate

TO: SENATOR MITCH ABOOD
CHAIRMAN - STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

FROM: SENATOR KEN FANNI

RE: HB 437

PO. BOX V-STATE CAPITOL 
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811 

(907) 465-3880

I would like to clarify my position regarding HB 437, relating to the 
Robert J. Mitchell expressway. Since my testimony was recorded at the 
Fairbanks North Star Borough Library in March, 1986 I have reviewed a 
substantial amount of testimony relative to this issue.

I have a great deal of r. spect for Robert J. Mitchell, his family, and 
thier contributions to the Fairbanks community as well as to the state 
of Alaska. I must agree however, that at this time, changing the name 
of the Highway for such a short stretch may create confusion for the 
travelling public as well as mapmakers dependent on some sort of 
continuity with the highway name system.

It is my understanding that many people have raised valid concerns with 
this matter, the Fairbanks North Star Borough has taken no positive 
action after two extensive public hearings in which the majority of 
testimony was in opposition to renaming the 4 miles of highway. 
Therefore, with this in mind, and all that I have viewed over the past 
few years regarding this issue, I do not support the passage of HB 437.



LETTER OF INTENT P C.

i m  m  7

It is the intent of the Legislature that signs 
idendifying the Robert J. Mitchell Expressway should also 
contain in parentheses the name 'Parks Highway' below the name 
'Mitchell'.



STATE OP ALASKA 1988 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
FISCAL NOTE

No. 1

REQUEST
Bill Version: HB 437
Publish Date: TfUTJiJE 2 / 1 9 / 8 8

2/23/88Revision Date:
Title: Replace Parks Highway Signs

with Mitchell Expressway Signs
Sponsor:  Trans. Committee_____
Requestor: Cato________________

Agency Affected: DOT&PF
BRU: Northern Region____

Components:

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING | FY 88 FY 89 | FY 90 I FY 91 FY 92 FY 93

PERSONAL SERVICES 1 1
TRAVEL | '  ' 1 1
CONTRACTUAL I 1
SUPPLIES I 1 1
EQUIPMENT j 1 I
LAND & STRUCTURES | 1 1
GRANTS, CLAIMS 1 1
MISCELLANEOUS i 1 1
TOTAL OPERATING 1 1

CAPITAL 1 T O  T
REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUNl 1 10.0 1 1 "■ 1
FEDERAL FUNDS 1 1 1 ' 1
OTHER 1 I 1
TOTAL 10.0 I 1 1
POSITIONS:

| FULL-TIME 
j PART-TIME 
I TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS: See attached analysis

Prepared by: Ron Tanner
Division: DOT&PF

Approved by Commissioner: 
Agency: _____ DOT&PF____

Mark S. Hickev

Phone:
Date:

Date:

Distribution (by preparer): 
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies)
Senate Secretary

451-2276
2/23/88

2/23/88
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No. 1 

HB 437
FISCAL NOTE ATTACHMENT HOUSE 2/19/88

(Replace Parks Highway Signs with Mitchell Expressway Signs)

ANALYSIS:

The name change of this section of highway from Parks Highway to Mitchell 
Expressway will require replacing the old signs with 271 square feet of 
new signs. The contract price for the new signs will range between $40 
to $50 per square foot, placing the cost of the change between $8,688 
to $10,880.

It may be necessary to replace some of the support structures, as the 
new signs are larger than the old, due to the increase in the number of 
letters in the legend.

Several of the signs are located on signal mast arms and the increased 
size of the sign will necessitate checking the structural adequacy of 
the signal poles and mast arms with new signs. If the signal poles are 
not adequate for the new sign legend, it may become necessary to 
decrease the size of the legend below what is considered acceptable in 
the Federal Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices.

Page 2 of _2
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Highway Nume -TtzUy //tSf
Jan . 7,1988 

P.O. Box 80805 
F airbanks, AK 99708

To the editor:
Regarding nam ing of a portion of 

the  P a rk s  H ighw ay th a t p asses 
through F a irb a n k s  enroute to a 
h o o k u p  w ith  th e  R ic h a r d s o n  
Highway:

| A group is pushing to nam e it the 
{Mitchell Expressw ay. Bob Mitchell 
ivas a friend and a good person. 
T h e re  is  a l r e a d y  a r a c e t r a c k  
nam ed for him in the sam e area.
T here a re  m any worthy people in 
-the F airbanks a rea  for whom no­
thing has been nam ed. P lease think 
about this.

Personally, I think just calling it 
Parks Avenue or P a rk s  E xpress­
way, as it passes through town, 
would distinguish it from the high­
way, but still indicate som e rela­
tionship, so th a t 's tra n g e rs , tour­
ists, etc. would have some continui­
ty when they are  driving from Val­
dez, or Anchorage, or the lower 48.

I strongly favor P arks Avenue, nr 
P arks Expressw ay but if you must 
n am e  it fo r  a p e rso n , w hy not 
choose so m eo n e  who h as  done 
something for roads—there a re  lots 
of th em  w ho h a v e  w o rk ed  for
D .O .T ., d e s ig n e r s ,  e n g in e e rs , 
a d m in is tra to rs , e tc . The S tecsc 
Highway w as nam ed after a Road 
C o m m iss io n  m a n , us w as  the  
Elliott Highway. How about using 
the nam e of Woody Johannsen for a 
pew highway som ewhere in the In­
terior. He is a Cordova-born Alas­
kan, who was graduated from UAF 
in civil engineering, taught a i the 
U, before becom ing head of the 
Fairbanks D.O.T., undstaying with 
it until his re tirem ent. He still lives 
In F a i r b a n k s .  He is  a w o rth y  
person.

I don't think that little segm ent 
passing through Fairbanks needs a 
c h a n g e  o f n a m e  a n d  s t i l l  am  
pushing for P arks Avenue, o r Ex­
p ressw ay . but in the  fu tu re , do 
think of nam ing som e Interior road 
a fte r Woody Johunnscn.

Sincerely,
Helen L. Atkinson

Z7
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TELECONVERENCE WITH TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE OF HOUSE:
V e t 3 / 7  ^  f

A tape of this teleconverence sent to you

THE RESULTS were overwhelmingly AGAINST naming of 
Mitchell Expressway.
BY THE "VOTE": Seven were against

Six were for.

Those who testified in favor included: A relative 
of Representative Steve Frank, who is son of Con 
Frank, partner in Ghemm Co. of which Mr. Mitchell 
was also a partner; Gary Wilkin, lobbyist for HB 
437 for Steve Frank; Two ex-employees of Ghemm Co. 
who remember Mr. Mitchell as "like a second father".

IN ADDITION OUR LEGISLATORS occupied about the first 
fifteen minutes testifying in favor of the naming,which 
make it appear that the overall testimony was in 
favor. It was my impression that our legislators 
were there to LISTEN.

THOSE WHO TESTIFIED AGAINST INCLUDED: Two avowed 
friends of Mr. Mitchell, who nevertheless felt it 
was wrong to change the name of the Parks llwy. as 
proposed. (These were both women. 1 know of at least 
three men who feel that way but are not able to separ­
ate loyalty to the man from the public interest concern
in this case say they"can't come out an publicly
say it"); a map-maker who was quick to spot the potent­
ial problem when the name changing issue first came 
up in 1906; a civic-minded employee of MUS; an 
owner of a large building supply company in Fairbanks; 
an ex-legislator.
NONE OF THESE PEOPLE TESTIFYING AGAINST KNEW THE 
OTHERS WERE COMING. SOME DID NOT EVEN KNOW EACH OTHER. 
They were all concerned about the larger public inter­
est issue of changing the name of a section of an 
established highway as proposed.They were concerned 
enough, upon reading Cary Wilkin's ad inviting those 
in favor to appear at the legislative office, to 
phone and find out when the testimony could be given, 
and to alter their day's plans in order to get there 
and give testimony.
THERE IS JUDGEMENT NEEDED IN THIS DECISION, rather 
than just responding to the presures or "votes" of 
either side. The opposition not only speaks louder 
but better.



Let’s call the extension
Monday, February 1,1988

the Parks Highway

Map show* the route o f the Parks Highway extension through South Fairbanks.
.V<p courtesy 0/  Haney Lee Baker

By NANCY LEE BAKER 
The four-m iie extension of the 

George P arks Highway will end by 
joining the R ichardson Highway 
near the old 30th Street eri* The 
work is scheduled for completion in 
Septem ber 1988.

A move to call this four-mile sec­
tion th e  R obert J .  M itchell E x ­
pressw ay began in F ebruary  1986, 
when Sen. Jack  Coghill and Rep. 
Steve F rank  initiated Senate Bill 
461 and an  identical House bill. 
They got through most com m ittees 
m t not to both floors due to press­
ures of the  closing days.

The sam e  legislators a re  in the 
p rocess of in troducing  the  bills 
again th is year. Since th ere  was 
some opposition from individuals 
rwo years ago (which did not keep 
them from  trying to hustle the bills 
through in 1986), the approach this 
year appears to be to go directly  to 
large bodies such as the city coun­
cil, borough assem bly, Cham ber of 
Commerce and its transportation 
•ommittee for the ir public endorse- 
nent, These endorsem ents a re  in­
vaded to convey the broad approv- 

of Fairbanksans for this move.
In "ta lk ing  around," however, I 

find alm ost no individual support 
'o r the resolutions these bodies cn- 

•rsed, except from  some personal 
lends of the late Robert Mitchell, 

.lie  consensus w as to m aintain the 
same nam e.

It is understandable that a t  "firs t 
thought”  it might seem  like a good 
idea to nam e a new piece of road 
after a friend, but the result of sud­
denly changing the nam e of a high­
way that thousands of people will 
iavc been traveling on for 358 miles

Guest Opinion

a t speeds in excess of 50 m ph is not 
a n  in c o n se q u e n tia l th in g  to  be 
taken lightly. It deserves serious 
"second thoughts." S^me of them  
follow:

Confusion: The bottom  line is, 
calling the last four miles anything 
bu t the P a rk s  Highway would be 
confusing. I t is one continuous high­
way, doesn 't turn, get w ider, n a r­
row er. o r change in any way. A sign 
proclaim ing you a re  all of a  sudden 
on a d ifferent highway spells in ­
s ta n t confusion to a visitor to our 
a rea . This could precip ita te  slow­
in g  dow n, ch an g in g  la n e s , con­
versations w ith the "co-pilot" a b ­
out bow we got "off course.”  Any 
one of these reactions a re  a basis 
for possible accidents.

We arc  a tourist dependent eco­
n o m y . We sp e n d  h u n d re d s  of 
thousands of dollars a ttrac ting  visi­
to rs . Shouldn 't we be m ore con­
sidera te  of them ? Many of them  a re  
o lder c itizens, with slow er re a c ­
tions in som e cases, and driving 
less m aneuverab le  vehicles with 
the poor visibility th a t RV's often 
offer.

A d iffe re n t nam e  could  o ffe r 
problem s and expense to m apm ak- 
crs, as well as  m ap readers who see 
a different nam e (if there  is room to 
p rin t it) on w hat a p p e a rs  to be 
obviously the sam e highway

Where would the highway signs 
be placed to tell d rivers they are  
now on a different highway? Driv 
ing to the  a irp o r t  from  tow n a

m o t o r i s t s  w o u ld  s e e  a s ig n  
announcing the exit to "H ighw ay 3, 
Parks Highway." A few hundred 
feet la te r  on a s ig n  w ould  say  
"H ig h w ay  3 ,"  w ith  a d iffe re n t 
name.

Think seriously (until it becomes 
funny and you s ta rt laughing) of va­
rious possible confusions in giving 
directions about how to get "from  
here to th ere" when it requires get­
ting on or off the new portion of road 
should K have a  d ifferent nam e.

It is worth noting th a t the en­
gineer who designed the  highway is 
also "serio u sly  concerned about 
the confusion that would resu lt if 
the nam e of the new portion w ere to 
be anything other than the P ark s 
Highway."

Cost: It will cost at least $10,000 to

rem ove the  dozen or m ore signs 
tha t a re  a lready up at University, 
P eger, and  Lathrop intersections 
an d  re p la c e  th em  with a n o th e r 
nam e. If the new name has m any 
m ore le tte rs  they will have to  be 
m ade sm a lle r  in order to fit the 
signs. T he $10,000 could probably 
be b e tte r  used for m aintenance! 
Signs a t U niversity Avenue have 
been th e re  for two yeais. It would 
b e  n ic e  if  th ey  had  s q u a t t e r 's  
rights!

In answ er to m y “confusion con­
c e rn s ."  som e legislators said  the 
public would get used to it. The visi­
to rs  will not get used to it. and why 
should the  local people have to go 
through the process? There a re  bet­
te r  w ays to com m em orate people 
than  to confuse the  public.

Another consideration, in view of 
the recent attem pt to avoid dupli­
ca te  s tree t names in town. There is 
a Mitchell Avenue, nam ed a fte r the 
sam e Mitchell. It runs off Universi­
ty  Avenue, next to Erickson Ave­
nue, also named a fte r  a p artn er in 
the Ghemm Co. of which Mitchell 
w as a partner.

The new portion of the highway 
can only be named by legislative 
action. This has not happened yet. 
but it is in the brewing stage. Let's 
hope some legislator, with grass- 
rootsencouragem ent. will speak up 
and propose a bill to nam e it the 
P arks Highway.

%
Haney Lee Baker is a  37 year resident 

wft/i an interest in mapmakwg



Dally Ne.vs-Miner, Fairbanks, Alaska, Wednesday, April 9, 1986- 5

Nntix* confusion
M arch 29, 1986 
P.O. Box 1992 

Fuirbanks, AK 99707 
To the Editor:

Your article on March 2'J regard­
ing the hearing at Noel Wien Lib­
rary on naming the new highway 

connecting the Parks Highway 
with the Richardson did not men­
tion there were other views ex­
pressed than napiing it after the 
laic Robert J. Mitchell.

One citizen strongly suggested 
that it be called the "P a rk s  High­
way E xtension," or sim ply retain 
the nam e of the P arks Highway. 
Since the current P arks Highway 
ends at Airport Road with Mile 358, 
milepost num bering could simply 
continue on for the next four miles 
o r so till the highway intersected 
with the Richardson near the p re ­
sen t 30th Avenue intersection. It 
was suggested that this would be 
the least confusing to everyone. 

O ther reasons expressed were: 
" P a rk s  H ighw ay" is w hat all 

F a irbanksans will think of it as, 
and will call it, because that is what 
it actually  is.

Jane
Pender

Did you know the Fairbanks a rea  
has acquired two new m unicipali­
ties?  One is "C ollege," located on 
the  P a rk s  H ighway ju s t w est of 
F a irb a n k s , w ith a population of 
3,000. The o ther is "A u ro ra ."  lo 
cated , a s  near as I can tell, between 
F a i r b a n k s  an d  th e  C h en a  Hot 
S p rin g s  Road. Its  population  is 
l.ioo.

These interesting " fa c ts” come 
from a Rand McNally road m ap of 
Alaska curren tly  available at $1.75 
a t your friendly neighboi hood gas 
station.

"D cadhorse .* ' is m arked  a s  a 
tow n on the  sa m e  m ap , w ith a 
population of 163. "P rudhoc Bay" 
an d  "B e e c h e y  P o in t’* a lso  a re  
m arked with the traditional little 
c i r c le s  th a t  in d ic a te  th ey  a re  
tow ns, though the  index doesn’t 
supply population figures.

i found out all these things as  a 
result of Nancy B aker's le tter lo the

editor last week objecting lo the 
proposed new nam e for the end of 
the P a rk s  Highway, "The Robert J. 
M i tc h e l l  E x p r e s s w a y .”  S h e  
thought a new nam e for the final 
stre tch  of the P a rk s Highway could 
be confusing. It is true  tha t w e 're  
loaded with nam es for pieces of 
roads.

It would cause confusion to both 
m ap-m akers and m ap-rcudcrs to 
change the nam e of this new sec­
tion. It would be one tenth of an 
inch long on a stute m ap. It would 
be 2 1/2 inches in length, for inst­
ance, in the "F a irb an k s and Vicin­
ity" m ap in Milepost. It would re ­
quire one inch or so to w rite the 
nam e "R obert J . Mitchell E xpress­
w ay," and just an inch or so to the 
left of that would appear the words 
"Gc ,rg e  P ark s Hwy.” It is obvious­
ly one continuous stre tch  of high­
way. Why two nam es? Very confus­
ing to visitors and even “ locals."

Verbal instructions could also be 
very confusing. F o r instance  in 
directing someone from North Pole 
to E ste r one n r  lit say , "T urn  left 
on the Robert a . Mitchell E xpress­
way and d riv e  about 11 m iles ."  
"B ut I w as told E s te r  is on the 
Parks Highway. How do I get to 
t h a t? ”  " J u s t  keep  going—they  
change the nam e four miles down 
the w ay."

For exam ple, th e re 's  the Alaska 
Highway, Route 2, from  the border 
to Delta. At tha t point, the R ichard­
son Highway, on its w ay north from 
Valdez is Route 4. At Delta, some

kind of m agic causes Route 4 to be 
transform ed into Route 2 to F a ir­
banks. It alm ost seem s as if Route 
4. the Richardson Highway, ought 
to stuy that way until the end of the 
road, a t F airbanks but that isn't 
how they did it.

In F a irb a n k s , m eanw hile , the 
sam e road changes into the Steese 
Highway, though it is still Route 2 
as fa r  a s  Fox. Then it becom es 
Route 6 to Circle City. At that point, 
too, Route 2 is transform ed uguin, 
this tim e into the Elliott Highway 
oil th e  w ay to  th e  M anley Hot 
Springs a rea  w here it ends.

Som eplace out there in the Liven- 
good a rea  is w here the Dalton High 
w ay beg ins, fo rm erly  known as 
"The Tups R oad." o r “The Haul 
R o a d .”  B efo re  th a t  it w as the  
"Hlckel H ighway" when it w as an 
ice road headed for the  North Slope 
via Anakluvuk P ass The Dalton

Would th e re  be s igns m idw ay 
a c ro ss  the A irport o v e rp a ss  in­
dicating w here the P a rk s  Highway 
begins and Robert J . Mitchell Ex­
pressw ay ends?

Perhaps there is food for thought 
in the suggestion that the new sec­
tion of the highway retuin the nam e 
of G eorge P a rk s  H ighw ay. Mr. 
M itchell’s fine contributions lo our 
com m u n ity  m ight be b e tte r  re ­
m em bered elsewhere lest his nam e 
risk  being rem em bered unkindly, 
and with frequency, as the source 
of unnecessary hut legislated con­
fusion.

The m atter is before the Senate 
Transportation Committee as Sen­
ate Bill 461. Apparently input and a 
hearing  is necessary  before now 
fe d e ra lly  funded h ig h w ay s a re  
nam ed.

The notice in the paper prior to 
the  h e a r in g  m ight have  d raw n  
m ore input if it had been aceom pa 
nied by a map.

Sincerely.
Nancy Lee Baker

Highway on this m ap has neitner 
n u m b e r no r nam e, though  it is 
la b e le d  b o th  " r e s t r i c t e d ”  and 
"u n d er construction." It also has a 
town called "B ig Lake" up around 
the North Fork not too fa r from 
Wiseman.

This tnapsays it is "regu larly  up 
dated and revised" ami wdl keep 
people from getting lost. Even so. it 
seem s to me if this is the best they 
can do. we ought to quit renam ing 
pieces of already nam ed roads and 
go another way

How about honoring our famous 
p eo p le  hy n a m in g  p u llo ffs  for 
th em —"The Walter J  llickel T ur­
naround ," or "The Bill Sheffield 
Rest Stop?" With a scenic sign and 
a picnic table, it'd  be a whole lot 
better than causing luurists to cuss 
us out as they wonder w hatever 
happened to the road they were 
driving on.

What's in 
Just ask Rand McNally



(.'oiifiiming id (‘it
April 14, 1986 

607 Bentley Drive 
Fairbanks, AK 99701 

To the Editor:
Naming the P a rk s Highway ex ­

tension "T he R obert J .  M itchell 
Expressw ay" would be too confus­
ing. Let’s  nam e the southeast lane 
th e  " E g a n .  B a r t l e t t ,  B e g ic h . 
G rucning M em orial E xprcssw a- 
y " ; the northwest lane, the "Alfred
E. Newman B ypass"; and the in­
tersection at Pegcr, "H orner's  Cor­
ner."  This would help in m aking 
d irec tio n s m ore specific . Or we 
could call that section of the P arks 
H ighw ay , the  P a r k s  H ighw ay , 
which it is.

Margot Washburn

Yield si fin needed
April 14, 1986 

P.O. Box 80901 
Fairbanks, AK 99701 

To the Editor:
! am  w ritin g  to b rin g  p u b lic  

a tten tio n  to a highly dangerous 
highway situation which has been 
bro- ,ht to the attention of the Dc- 
pai .icnt of T ransportation but ab ­
out which they do not seem to be 
particu larly  concerned. 1 am  re fe r­
ring to the lack of a yield sign on the 

^ .no rthbound  on-ram p on th P arks 
' H ig h w a y a t  th e  n e w  o v e rp a s s  

w here "westbound t r a ffic leaving 
Airport Way en ters the northbound 
lane of the Parks.

This is a particu larly  dangerous 
point to m erge traffic. The P arks 
Highway is a two-lane road and the 
on-ram p is designed as a high speed 
entrance ram p, joining the P arks 
Highway a t a sharp  angle which 
m akes it difficult for the entering 
driver to see the P a rk s traffic he 
m erg?s with a t high speed. A hun­
dred yards beyond the on-ramp en­
trance the P a rk s crosses a narrow  
two-lane bridge. The situation is 
fu r th e r  com plica ted  by the fact 
that trees  partly  obstruct the view 
of traffic  on the P arks and the only 
way for the m erging driver to see 
the northbound traffic on the P arks 
a t the on-ram p entrance is to physi­
cally tu rn  around and look back 
over h is left shoulder, a ra th e r  
d a n g e r o u s  m a n e u v e r  w h ile  
accelerating  to enter traffic.

T//S ,s t£ l
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Several weeks ago my wife was 
driving northbound on the overpass 
as a a -o th e r vehicle m erged from 
her rig h t off this on-ram p. Both 
vehicles w ere traveling a t approx­
im ately the sam e speed. The m erg­
ing vehicle did not yield and she 
found herself forced between this 
vehicle and oncoming traffic  on the 
bridge. She had to rapidly brake to 
fall behind the m erging vehicle to 
avoid a th ree-car accident on the 
bridge. I work as a volunteer medic 
with a  local am bulance service and 
recently  found myself in the sam e 
situation. 1 w as driving an am bu­
lance northbound on the P a rk s  and 
« vehicle cam e onto the P a rk s  from 
this on-ram p. Due to the restricted  
visibility to my right from the body 
of the am bulance I could not see the 
m erging traffic  coming off this on- 
r a m p  a n d  fo u n d  m y s e l f  an d  
another vehicle squeezed together 
in a single lane as we approached 
the P a rk s  bridge w ith oncoming 
traffic.

Upon calling the D epartm ent of 
T ransporta tion  to request tha t a 
yield sign be placed on th ison-ram p 
we w ere told tha t it was designed as 
a high speed on-ram p and that en­
tering traffic on the P ark s w as not 
required to yield to traffic already 
on the highway. This is absurd. It 
might work un multiple lane Cali­
fornia freew ays w here the right- 
hand lane is the slow lane for en ter­
ing traffic  but at th is particu la r 
location it’s only a m atte r of time 
before it results in an accident with 
resulting injuries or loss of life. A 
yield sign seem s to m e to be a small 
expense when m easured against a 
potential lawsuit and I would think 
the Highway D epartm ent would be 
a little more concerned.

Sincerely,
Robert C. Betts 
Param edic Intern
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Move on to name Mitchell Expresssway

Fairbanks Dally NewsMiner, Fairbanks, Alaska, Tuesday, December 22,1987— 5

A move tha t m et opposition two 
years  ago is back on track  to have 
the A laska Legislature nam e the 
new South F airbanks E xpressw ay 
In m em ory of Robert J . M itchell.

The F airbanks City Council Mon­
day  night by unanim ous consent 
adopted a resolution to th a t effect, 
and apparently  a s im ilar resolution 
is in the works for the F airbanks 
N orth  S ta r  B orough A ssem bly’s 
consideration Jan  14.

W hat r e m a in s  is  le g is la to r s ’ 
com m itm ent to introduce bills to 
officially change the nam e of the 
roadw ay under construction. Two 
y e 'v s  ago, Sen. J a c k  Coghill, R- 
Nenana, and Rep. Steve F ran k , R- 
F a irb a n k s , in troduced b ills , bu t 
there was opposition. The bills we­

re n ’t rein troduced this y ea r, but 
G ary Wilken told the council Mon­
day lie’s hopeful they will be intro­
duced in 1988.

Wilken said  the Fairbanks Cham­
ber of Com m erce board and tran s­
portation com m ittee both endorse 
n a m in g  th e  e x p re s s w a y  a f te r  
Mitchell.

“ F o r  the  benefit of those who 
didn’t know Bob, he touted F a ir­
banks as m uch as anybody has. I t’s 
been said  he gave (form er m ayor) 
Bill Wood lessons. He did it before 
th e re  w as oil, before  th e re  was 
s ta te  g ran ts, before there was re­
venue sharing . He did it on his own. 
He had a can-do attitude ,” Wilken 
said.

M itchell m oved G hem m  Con­
struction Co. to Van Horn when it 
was still a d irt road, Wilken said. 
Metro Field w as a vision of M itch­
ell’s, and in the early  ’70s, Mitchell 
was a prim e force in backing a  ra il­
road spur to w hat has become the 
industrial a rea , he added.

T here was one speaker Monday 
who took issue with nam ing the ex­
pressw ay  a fte r  M itchell. Shirley 
Dem ientieff said  she didn 't know 
M itch e ll, bu t th e re ’s  a lre a d y  a 
racew ay nam ed for him . H er com ­
plaint is that so m any public facili­
ties a re  nam ed afte r people, but 
few afte r Native people or for A las­
ka events or features. Demientieff 
th e n  g a v e  a  s u g g e s te d  l i s t  of 
nam es.

Council m em ber J e r ry  Norum 
told Dem ientieff that her point was 
well-taken, but people need to come 
forw ard with suggested nam es in a 
tim eL m anner. The borough has 
th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  fo r  n a m in g  
s tree ts  and its own public facilities, 
he said.

As for the expressw ay, i t ’s a st ate  
highway, and nam ing it requires 
legislative action. Construction be­
gan this sum m er and will continue 
next season on building overpasses 
c ro ssing  South Cushm an S tree t, 
and a new road parallel to 30th Ave­
nue. This section eventually will 
link the Richardson Highway and 
South Cushm an area via the new 
road with the Peger-Airport Way- 
P arks Highway expressway. T raf­
fic  w ill be a b le  to go from  the 
Richardson to the P arks Highway 
without traveling on Airport Way.
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new highway namo
A public hearing will be held a t 

the Noel Wien L ib rary  Thursday 
from  noon till 2 p.m . on a bill to 
nam e the new stre tch  of highway 
from  A irport Road to the R ichard­
son Highway the “ R obert J .  M itch­
ell E xpressw ay."

The bill w as in troduced in the 
Senate by the T ransportation Com­
m ittee and in the House by Reps. 
S teve  F ra n k , Mike D avis, Mike 
M iller, Jo h n  R ingstad  and  Dick 
Schultz.

Mitchell w as born in F airbanks 
in 1918 and w as an em ployee of the 
A laska Road Com m ission and a 
fo u n d e r of M itche ll T ru c k  and 
T racto r, an early  In terior T ran s­
portation company.

Through his efforts, a m ajor rail 
spur was built through the south 
F airb an k s industria l a rea  to the 
east side of the international a ir­
port. The new SouthFfljrbanks Ex- 
pressjw ayys ro u te S im h c d ia te ly  
ajjjdcent Urttw  area,
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Naming of Mitchell 
highway urged

S ev e ra l a re a  re s id e n ts  spoke 
Thursday in favor of nam ing the 
new South Fairbanks Expressway 
a fte r the la te  Uoberl J. .Mitchell.

M itchell, who heljKil develop the 
south F a i r b a n k s  industrial a rea , 
w .r rerrn ralHMed by Joe Haleh of 
Salt na as a m an .vh» got most of his

lea rn in g  in th e  "schoo l of hard  
knocks."

Joe T rem are llo , who long has 
been active In sports and teaching, 
s a id  th e  p ro p o s a l  w as " v e r y  
appropria te" booauso Mitchell did 
a lot for local schools and young 

. people.
Mitchell died in 1980 at the age of

61. He had been an  em ployee of the 
A laska Road Commission and la ter 
founded Mitchell Truck and T rac­
tor, an early  transportation com ­
pany.

M itch e ll a lso  w as  one of the  
founders of GHEMM Inc., a con­
struc tion  com pany, and he built 
m any roads in this a rea . Mitchell 
played a la rge  role in getting a  ra il­
road spur built to the  airport.

Nenana Sen. Jack  Coghill, who 
conducted the hearing, said  he re ­
ca lle d  th a t  a f te r  W orld W ar II 
Mitchell put m any form er service­
m en to work "g reasing  C ats" or 
doing o th e r work a t  his place In 
G arden Island.

I f  th e  le g is la tiv e  p ro p o sa l is 
adopted, the  road front the  Parka 
Highway to the Richardson High­
way would be nam ed the Robert J . 
Mitchell Expressw ay.

Only the western part of the ex­
pressw ay, from the P a rk s Highway 
to P cgcr Road, has been built so 
far
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Inin llirrr were olhi-r views ex |>rexvt'il tli.ni tuiiiing it after the late Itnticrt J Mm hell 
Ofie rltiien Mrongly xuggcstcd Rial it |„- called the "Parks High­

way Catcnsmn." or simply retain the rume ol the I'arks Highway. 
Since the current Paiks Highway ends at Air|torl Hoad with Mile 158. 
milepost numhering could silnpty 
conlihiie un for the next lour miles 
or so till the highway intersected 
willi the Hirhuriixoii near the prc 
sent ;ioth Avenue intersection II was suggested that this would lie 
the least contusing to everyone 
Other reasons expressed were 'Talks Highway is what all Kauh.inksans will think ut it us. 

mid willi all it.because that is what II actually is

just an inch ur so to the led ot thal would appear the words "George I'arks Hwy ." It Is obvious 
ly one continuous stretch of high way Whytwonaincs?Vcrycontus 
mg lo visitors and even “locals " 
Verbal instructions could also be 

very confusing Kor instance in directing someone from North Pole 
to Ester one might say. "Turn left 
on (he Robert J Mitchell Express 
way and drive about II miles " 
“Hut I was (old Ester is on the Parks Highway How- do I gel to 
that'’" “Just keep going they 
change the name four nules down 
the way "

re be signs midway 
Airport overpass In 'icre the Parks Highway 
Hubert J Mitchell Ex. ends?

<s there is food (or thought 
[ggestion thal the new see- 
ie highway retain the name 

corgc Parks Highway Mr 
itchcll's (me contributions (u our 

community might be belter re membered elsewhere lest his name risk being remembered unkindly, and with Irvipieiicy. as the source 
of unnecessary hut legislated con fusion
The matter is before Hie Senate 

Transportation Committee ax Sen­
ate Bill 461 Apparently input and :i 
hearing is necessary before new federally funded highways are named
The nutlie in Ihe p.i|iei prior lo 

(he hearing uiighl have drawn more input i( it had Ikiii acconipa nted by a map 
Sincerely,
Nancy lev Baker

Wind sjam* j f\PKiu \ rv ant  o  in ci name?
IZ z S k rJu sl usk Raiitl McNallyDid you know the has au|uired two new inuliieipall ties’ tine is "College," located on 

Ihe Parks Highway fust west ul 
Fairbanks with a population ol 
1 unit The oilier is "Aurora." In calcd. as near as 11 all tell. Iietwcf n 
Fairbanks and (lie Chi na Hot 
Springs Hoad lls population is l.llxi
these inteieslllig ' (acts" conic llimi a Hand McNally road map ul 

Alaska currently available at tl 75 
at yout friendly neighborhood gas station
"Deadhurse." is marked as a 

town on (lie same map, with a population ol 10) "Printline Bay" 
und 'Beechey Point” also are marked with the tiaditional little 
circles that indicate they are 
towns, though the index doesn't 
supply population figurrs
I lound nut all these things us a 

result ol Nancy Baker's letter to the
editor last week objecting to the pro|xiscd m-w name (or the end of Ihe Parks Highway, “The Hubert J Mill hell Expressway " She 
tlioii|,lit a new name for Ihe linul 
stretch of ttic Parks Highway could 
tie confusing It is true thal we're 
loaded with names for pieces of roads

For example, there's the Alaska Highway. Route 2. from the border 
to Delta At thal point, the Richard son Highway, on its way north from 
Valdez is Route 4 At Della, some
klnJ o( magic causes Houle 4 to lie 
transformed into Route 2 lu Fair 
banks II almost seems as if Route 4. the Richardson Highway, ought 
to stay that way until the end of the 
road, at Fairbanks bul that Isn't 
how they did it
In Fairbanks, meanwhile, Ihe same road changes into the Steese Highway, though it is still Haute I 

as lar as Fox Then il becomes 
Route 0 to Circle City At thal (xtinl, too. Route 2 is transformed again, 
litis time into Ihe Elliott Hi.hway all Ihe way to the Manley lint 
Springs area where it ends
Someplace out (here in (he l.it en 

good area is where the Dalton High 
way begins, fucmerly known as "The Taps Road," nr The Haul 
Rond ” Relore that it was Ihe ‘Tflekcl Highway" when il was an 
fee road headed (or the Ninth Slu|x- 
via Aiuktuvuk Pa.% The Dalton

Highway on this map has neuner 
number nor name, though it is 
labeled *10111 "restricted" and 
"under construction " It also has a 
town culle t "Big Lake" up around Ihe North Fork not too far from 
Wiseman
This map say sit is "regularly up 

dated and revised" and will keep 
people from gelling lost Even so, il 
seems lo me if this is Ihe best they ran do. we ought lo quit renaming 
pieces u( already named roads and gn another way
How atiout honoring our famous people by naming pulhdfs for 

them—"The Waller J lllckel Tur­naround, ' ur ' The Bill Sheffield 
Rest Stop’'' With a scenic sign and a picnic table, it'd be a wliole lot 
better than causing tourists to cuss 
us out as they wonder whatever 
happem-d lo the road they were 
driving on

F airbanks Daily News Miner, Fairbanks, Alaska, jfucsday. December

Move on to name Mitchell Expresssway
A move that met opposition two yean ago is back on track to have 

the Alaska Legislature name the 
new South Fairbanks Expressway 
In memory of Robert J. Mitchell 
The Fairbanks City Council Mon­day night by unanimous consent adopted a resolution to that effect, and apparently a slmdar resolution 

la in the works for the Fairbanks North Star Borough Assembly's consideration Jon 14.
What remains Is legislators' commitment to introduce bills lo 

officially change the name of the 
roadway under construction Two 
years ago, Sen, Jack Coghill. R- 
Nenana, and Rep. Steve Frank, R- 
Fairbanks, introduced bills, but there was opposition. The bills we­
ren't reintroduced this year, but Gary Wilken told the council Mon­
day he's hopeful they will be intro­duced in 1988 
Wilken said the Fairbanks Cham­ber of Commerce board and trans­

portation committee both endorse 
laming the expressway after Mitchell

“For the benefit of those who didn't know Bob, he touted Fair­banks as much as anybody has. It's been said he gave (former mayor) BUI Wood lessons He did it before 
there wax oil, before there was 
state grants, before there was re­
venue sharing. He did It on his own. 
He had a can-do attitude,'' Wilken
M i d .

Mitchell moved Ghemm Con 
struction Co to Van Horn when it was still a dirt road. Wilken said 
Metro Field was a vision of Mitch 
ell's, and in the early 70s, Mitchell 
was a ̂rime force in backing a rail­
road spur to what has become the industrial area, he added.There was one speaker Monday who look issue with naming the ex­pressway after Mitchell. Shirley Demientieff uld she didn't know 
Mitchell, but there's already a raceway named for him. Her com 
plaint I? that so many public facili 
lies ate named after people, but 
few after Native people or for Alas­
ka events or features Demientieff 
Iben gave a suggested list of names

Council member Jerry Norum told Demientieff that her point was well-taken, but people need tocome 
forward with suggested names in a timely manner. The borough has the responsibility for naming streets and its own public faculties, 
be said.As for the expressway. U'a a slate 
highway, and naming it require* legislative action Construction be­
gan this summer and will conUnue 
next season on budding overpasses 
crossing South Cushman Street, 
and a new road parallel to 30th Ave­
nue This section eventually wUI 
link the Richardson Highway and 
South Cushmuii are* via the new road with the Peger Airport Way- 
Parks Highway expressway. Traf­
fic will be able to go from the 
Richardson lo the Parks Highway 
without traveling on Airport Way

UFDATE: JANUARY 1988
Scrat-i Bill 461 & House Bill 664, introduced by Servitor 
Coghill and Representative Steve Frank in Feb. 1986, would 
have named the last four miles of the PARKS HIGHWAY, 
the ’Robert J. Mitchell Expressway’. The bills almost 
passed both houses in April, 1986.
Now, after two years, there is preparation to introduce 
them again. Since this is a new session of the Legislature 
the bills will have new numbers. The strategy of the 
legislators this time is to go after the large bodies, 
like the City Council, Borough Assonbly, Chamber of Coiro- 
eroe, in order to make it appear that there is broad public 
approval. Tilings you read or hear may lead you to assure 
that the highway has already been rvmed.

THIS IS NOT TRUE.

The highway can only be named by Legislative action, and 
that has not yet taken plaoe. Your legislators are voted 
into office by you; your input to them cn this subject 
at the earliest possible date can help the GEORGE PARKS 
HWY. keep the same name from its beginning at the Glenn 
Highway to its end at the Richardson Highway.

Write to tltem, Pouch V, Juneau 99811. See Phone nurbers 
upper right hand corner of map to send free Legislative 
Opinion Messages. Talk on Legislative Teleconferences, 
let local officials hear your views.

I P . W W
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THE RESULTS OF THISjjAD brought thir­
teen live bodies to the hearing.
Six people testified in favor (one 
of'them read a letter from her hus­
band, a brother of Rep. Steve Frank, 
a sponsor of the bill). Seven per­
sons testified against.

The seven testifying against went 
to considerable effort to determine 
the time and place of the he-'ing 
because, as their testimony conveyed 
they strongly had the public inter­
est in mind and presented well doc­
umented reasons why the name of the 
road should not be changed for the 
last four miles to the point where 
it joins the Richardson Hwy.

Reasons centered around ob­
vious confusion and utter senseless­
ness of any sign changes at the 
point in question, and most espec­
ially because wo have so many tour- 
driving our highways. Confusion can 
lead to unsafe driving!

A change in name would add confusion 
and expense to map making and map 
reading. It is a totaI ly illogical 
move from every standpoint to change 
the name f rom the Parks Hwy to any 
other name. That has been the only 
issue presented by all of the oppon­
ents, and they have presented many 
sound reasons for this stance.

The Mitchell Touch
Or.o d o e sn 't  have  to  lo o k  far to  see  the m ark s  Robert J. 
M itche ll left on  Fa irbanks, a n d  w e II all m is t  h is  b rand  o f  
fu ii-sp ee d -ah ead  p ro m o t io n  for a lo n g  tim e

B o b  M itch e ll w a s  b o rn  here in 1918 an d  devo ted  h is  
w h ole  life to  h is  be lie f that F a irban ks h a s a b ig  p lace m  
A la sk a 's  future  He h a d  a c o n t a g io n  en th u sia sm  for the  
future o f the  interior, an d  he never avo ided  the hard  
worn n e c e ssa ry  to m a k e  h is efforts pay  off

This 4"x9" ad in Fairbanks Daily News 
Miner Feb. 15 & 16. was only not ice 
of this since called "publ ic hearing".

It doos not give time of day.
It does not give address of Legisla­
tive office, which had moved without 
notice 7 days prior to this ad.
It does not give phone number of 
Legislative office to inquire about 
time and place.

(4ote: Four paragraphs of ad were om-'j itted hero in order to save space. /

A n  ethtona l in Tha Daily H e w s -M in e r  
February 29. 1380

ll you support the naming in honor of Bob 
Mitchell of the new highway from the Airport 
Road Interchange to the Richardson Highway 
Interchange, public testimony will be taken on 
this issue on Wednesday, February 17. The 
location will be at the Legislative Information 
Office. Denali Bank Building If you are unable to 
attend, written testimony or public opinion 
messages are encouraged to be sent to Ms. Betty Cato, Chairperson, House Transportation 
Committee, Juneau, Alaska. rfSI-~
ua  ca  a  *or t>v G i i y  W i h e n  m d  F n e r d f  of Bob Mitcht tl . r95r *o, A.eriLt. Fii'Oinki. Atm.

Public test imony at the at the above teleconference an at Borough Assembly 
Jan. 14 were both overwhelmingly neqativo with regard to HB 427. it would 
seem that one mandate of the Transportatlon Committees o f both legislative 
bodies should be to keep our highway system logical, "clean", reasonable 
and uncluttered with confusing signage, as has boon implored by those 
who have gone to considerable effort to present testimony and material 
to you. Please base your decision on this factor rather than how many 
"votes" the interior delegates can muster up from friends, relatives 
and business partners in order to pull off this political maneu-'or.

HB 4 3 7 :M IT C H E L L  E X PR E SSW A Y  
F A IR B A N K S  A C T IV IT Y

Outline of Organizational Activity:

NORTH STAR BOROUGH ASSEMHBLY.
J a n . 14 .  1 9 8 7 . I n t r o d u c e d .  M e e t i n g  r e c e s s e d .
J a n .  2 1 ,  1 9 8 7 . R e s e r v a t i o n s  e x p r e s s e d .  T a b l e d  9 - 1 .
J a n .  2 8 . 1 9 B 7 . Much d i s c u s s i o n .  P o s t p o n e d ,  t o  c a l l / c h a i r ,  o n e  o b j e c t i o n .  
Ma rc h  1 0 , 1 9 8 7 . V o t e  t o  p o s t p o n e  f a i l s  6 - 3 .  M o t i o n  t o  a d o p t  f a i l s  

4 - 5 .  One v o t e  t o  r e c o n s i d e r  n e x t  m e e t i n g .
M a r c h  2 4 ,  1 9 8 7 .  V o t e  t o  r e c o n s i d e r  f a i l s .  3*6

FAIRBANKS CITY COUNCIL
Dec .  8 . 19 6 6 .  V o t e d  u n a n i m o u s l y  t o  r e q u e s t  l e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  name 

o f  new p o r t i o n  r e t a i n  name o f  ‘ P a r k s * . ( R e s o l u t i o n  2 f 3 1 . )
D e c .  2 1 .  1 9 6 7 .  V o t e d  u n a n i m o u s l y  t o  a p p r o v e  name o f  R o b e r t  J .  M i t c h e l l  

f o r  new p o r t i o n .  ( R e s o l u t i o n  2 91 8)

FAIRBANKS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.
D e c .  1 7 . 1 3 8 7 .  F i v e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  p r e s e n t  ( o f  

21 member  c o m m i t t e e )  v o t e d  u n a n i m o u s l y  t o  a p p r o v e  R o b e r t  J .  
M i t c h e l l  n a m e .

D e c .  2 1 .  1 9 8 7 . 15 B o a r d  m e m b e r s  p r e s e n t  ( o f  22 t o t a l )  g a v e  a p p r o v a l  
t o  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n ,  a s  i s  t h e  c u s t o m .

SOUTH IVIRBAMKS BUSINESS ASSOCIATION.
D e c .  I B . 1 9 87 .  S e v e n  B o a r d  Me mb e r s  p r e s e n t  a t  G e n e r a l  M e m b e r s h i p  

m e e t i n g  v o t e d  u n a n i m o u s l y  t o  a p p r o v e  R o b e r t  J .  M i t c h e l l  na me .

UNIFIED FAIRBANKS
T h i s  s u b j e c t  w a s  n o t  b r o u g h t  u p  b e f o r e  t h i s  g r o u p ,  a n d  i t  i s  i n ­
a p p r o p r i a t e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  f o r  t hem t o  c o n s i d e r  a c c o r d i n g  t o  p r e s i d e n t  
C h u c k  R e e s e .

THE APPEARANCE OF HIDE FAIRBANKS APPROVAL wa s  o b t a i n e d  b y  a  m e r e  
f i v e  v o t e s  f r o m  t h e  C h a m b e r  o f  Co mme r ce ,  ar jd s e v e n  v o t e s  

f r o m  S o u t h  F a i r b a n k s  B u s s i n e s s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  p l u s  u n a n i m o u s  
v o t e s  f r o m ' C i t y  C o u n c i l  who r a t t l e d  o f f  a  l o t  o f  r e s o l u t i o n s  
t h a t  s e s s i o n  w i t h o u t  i n p u t .  W h e r e  i n p u t  a n d  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
o f  t h e  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  w e r e  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e r e  
was  no c h a n c e  o f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  p a s s i n g  ( B o r o u g h  a s s e m b l y ) .

• C i t y  C o u n c i l  h a d  p r e v i o u s l y  v o t e d  t o  r e t a i n  P a r k s  Hwv.  name 
t i l l  a p p r o a c h e d  b y  G a r y  W i l k i n  a t  De c .  2 1 . 1 9 8 7  m e e t i n g  t o  
r e na me  i t  a f t e r  M i t c h e l l .

Detail of Organizational Activity... Page 2-3 
Information on Public Testimony.... Page 4

N. L . B A K E R i  B O X  
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HISTORY O F  FAIRBANKS NORTH STAR BOROUGH A S S E M B L Y  
RESOLUTION 8 8 - 0 3 3  ( s a m e  a s  HB 4 3 7 )  MITCHELL EXPRESSWAY

J a n u a r y  1 4 , 1 9 8 8 :  I n t r o d u c e d ,  s h o w n  a s  s p o n s o r e d  b y  m o s t  m e m b e r s  o f  a s s e m b l y  
G a r y  W i l k i n  s p o k e  i n  f a v o r .  T h r e e  p e o p l e  t e s t i f i e d  a g a i n s t .
ACTION TAKEN: M e e t i n g  r e c e s s e d  t i l l  J a n .  2 8 .

I a n .  2 1 .  1 9 8 8 ;  A l l  m e m b e r s  e x p r e s s e d  r e s e r v a t i o n s  a f t e r  p u b l i c  t e s t i m o n y
o t J a n .  1 .  Some m e m b e r s  e x p r e s s e d  e m b a r r a s s m e n t  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  a l l o w e d  
t h e i r  n a m e  t o  a p p e a r  a s  s p o n s o r .  O n e  a s k e d  t o  h a v e  n a me  r e m o v e d
 o n e  m e m b e r  s a i d  i t  a p p e a r e d  t h e y  h a d  “ h o p p e d  o n  a  b a n d w a g o n * .
C o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s c u s s i o n  e n s u e d .
ACTION TAKEN: T a b l e d  9 - 1 .  ( D e a d  i f  n o t  r e m o v e d  , i e x t  s e s s i o n )

J a n .  2 8 .  1 9 8 8 :  V o t e  t o  r e m o v e  f r o m  t a b l e  f a i l e d .  O n e  m e m b e r  c h a n g e d  v o t e  
s o  t h a t  i t  came u p  f r o m  t h e  t a b l e .  O n e  m e m b e r  s a i d  i t  l o o k s  l i k e

' w e ' r e  b e a t i n g  a  d e a d  h o r s e '  s i g n s  u p  h a v e  b e e n  c a l l i n g  i t
t h e  P a r k s  Hwy. f o r  a s  l o n g  a s  t w o  y e a r s  i n  s o m e  c a s e s ,  a n d  t h e r e  
i s  a l r e a d y  a  s t r e e t  n a m e d  a f t e r  t h e  s a m e  ma n  j u s t  . 7  o f  a  m i l e  b e f o r e  
y o u  a r r i v e  a t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  M i t c h e l l  E x p . "  C o s t  o f  c h a n g i n g  s i g n s  
m e n t i o n e d .  I t  w a s  m ad e  k n o w n  t h a t  B e t t y  C a t o  w a s  w i l l i n g  t o  h a v e  
a  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g ,  a s  a  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e .  O n e  m e m b e r  s a i d  we  h a v e  a l r e a d y  
h a d  a  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  ( J a n .  1 4 )  a n d  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  w a s  o v e r w h e l m i n g l y  
n e g a t i v e .  T h e r e  w e r e  i n f e r e n c e s  o f  w a s t i n g  t o o  m u c h  t i m e  o n  t h i s .  
ACTION TAKEN: P o s t p o n e d  ( t i l l  a f t e r  a  p o s s i b l e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g )  t o  
t h e  c a l l  o f  t h e  c h a i r .  O n e  o b j e c t i o n ,

M a r c h  1 0 .  1 9 8 8 : C a r y  W i l k i n  t e s t i f i e d  i n  f a v o r .  O n e  p e r s o n  t e s t i f i e d  
a g a i n s t .  G a r y  s a i d  i t  p a s s e d  u n a n i m o u s l y  i n  t h e  H o u s e  t h i s  d a t e ,  
b u t  i t  w a s  b r o u g h t  t o  a t t e n t i o n  o f  a s s e m b l y  t h a t  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  a  
v o t e  t o  r e c o n s i d e r .

ACTION TAKEN: V o t e  t o  p o s t p o n e  f a i l s  6 - 3 .  M o t i o n  t o  a d o p t  f a i l s  
4 - 5 .  O n e  v o t e  t o  r e c o n s i d e r  a t  n e x t  m e e t i n g .

M a r c h  2 4 ,  1 9 8 8  : No d i s c u s s i o n .
ACTION TAKEN: V o t e  t o  r e c o n s i d e r  f a i l s . 3 - 6 .

'. >*, w £. <r^. C g&k'/Zl- ~n M
i -

it Mi Cb V jjS jy-

L E G IS L A T O R S  P L E A S E  C O N S ID E R  T H E  A C T IO N S  O F
T H I S  A SSEM BLY  which is closer to the highway 
in question , and which has listened to and 
considered the testimony and facts from people
in this area. Note that at no time was this
body remotely near approving this resolution 
and the closer they looked the further they
were from considering it.

I

P a p .  j

A HI 5T0HY OF THE FAIRBANKS C I T Y  COUNCIL 
WITH REGARD TO MITCHELL EXPRESSWAY

D e c .  U, |198f>: j  I t  w a s  b r o u g t i t  t o  a t t e n t i o n  o f  C i t y  C o u n c i l  t h a t  t h e r e
w a s  a  m o v e  t n  p r e v i o u s  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  c h a n g e  n a me  o f  l a s t  f o u r  m i l e s  
o f  P a r k s  Hwy.  a s  i t  j o i n e d  w i t h  t h e  R i c h a r d s o n ,  a n d  t h a t  t h i s  c o u l d  
c a u s e  c o n f u s i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  v i s i t o r s .  C o u n c i l  M e m b e r s  a g r e e d .  
ACTION TAKEN: U n a n i m o u s  v o t e ,  t o  a d d  a  s e c t i o n  t o  r e s o l u t i o n  293 1  
( u r g i n g  h a s t y  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  e x t e n s i o n )  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  n a m e  
s h o u l d  r e m a i n  t h e  P a r k s .

D e c . 2 1 .  1 9 8 7 : R e s o l u t i o n  2 9 1 8  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  C i t y  C o u n c i l  ( e s s e n t i a l l y  
s a m e  a s  HB 4 3 7 ) .  G a r y  W i l k i n  g a v e  t e s t i m o n y .
ACTION TAKEN: U n a n i m o u s l y  a p p r o v e d  b y  C i t y  C o u n c i l .

FAIRBANKS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

D e c .  1 7 .  1 9 8 7 :  G a r y  W i l k i n  p r e s e n t e d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n
C o m m i t t e e  t o  name  l a s t  p o r t i o n  o f  P a r k s  t h e  R o b e r t  J .  M i t c h e l l  E x p .  
S i x  m e m b e r s  p r e s e n t  o f  21 m e m b e r  c o m m i t t e e . O n e  r e f r a i n e d  f r o m  v o t ­
i n g  b e c a u s e  h e  w a s  a n  e m p l o y e e  o f  B o r o u g h .
ACTION TAKEN: P a s s e d  u n a n i m o u s l y  w i t h  f i v e  v o t e s .

D e c .  2 1 .  G a r y  W i l k i n  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  B o a r d  o f  D i r c t o r s  
a n d  h e  m a d e  a  m o t i o n  t o  a c c e p t .

ACTION TAKEN: As i s  c u s t o m  o f  c o m m i t t e e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ,  t h e  B o a r d  
p a s s e d  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  u n a n i m o u s l y .

ISOUTH FAIRBANKS BUSI NESS  ASSOCIATION!

D e c .  1 8 . 1 9 8 7 ;  S e v e n  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  w e r e  p r e s e n t  a t  a  m e m b e r s h i p
m e e t i n g  w h e r e  a  r e s o l u t i o n  w a s  p r e s e n t e d  r e g a r d i n g  n a m i n g  o f  M i t c h e l .  
e x p r e s s w a y .
ACTION TAKEN: A d o p t e d  u n a n i m o u s l y .

( U NI F I E D  FAIRBANKS |

T h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  R o b e r t  M i t c h e l l  E x p r e s s w a y  w a s  n o t  b r o u g h t  
u p  b e f o r e  t h i s  g r o u p ,  a n d  i t  i s  a n  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  s u b j e c t  f o r  t h e m  
t o  c o n s i d e r ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  p r e s i d e n t  C h u c k  R e e s e .

THEREFOR THERE HAS BEEN NO APPROVAL FROM THIS  GROUP.
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Second father
.Feb. 15,1988 i 

P.O. Box 01109 
F airbanks, AK 99708

To the editor:
I am  very much in favor of re ­

nam ing  the portion of the P a rk s  
'H ighw ay betw een  A irport R oad 

‘,1 a n d 'th e  R ichardson Highway for 
"•^.-Robert Mitchell, 
j ; *  T h is m an  w a s  lik e  a second  
^  father to me. He was a  visionary 
' ““'te ach e r, and his d ream s for the 

South F airbanks a rea  a re  coming 
true.

Robert Mitchell will long be re ­
m em bered as an  a rden t prom oter 

. of the potential of the South F a ir ­
banks area, even without a  high­
way nam ed a fte r him . However, I 

» think he should be properly hon-
'J, ored for his efforts to m ake Fair-
»'• banks a be tter place to live.

t
Sincerely,

Randall C. F rank



This ad appeared in the Fairbanks 
Daily News Minor Feb. 15 and 16 i<?yy. 
for a meeting that was to be held 
on the 17th.

Note:
There is no telephone numb3r given 
for the Legislative office. It is 
difficult to find it in the telephone 
book.
It does not give the time of day 
at which the hearing will take place.
It does not give the address of the 
Legislative ottice~~whTch moved to 
a different locaTion- jus"t one week 
prior to the ad.

It is not a public notice, but rather 
an ad directed at those supporting 
the issue.

In spite of the above, seven individuli 
appeared to give testimony against 
renaming that portion of the highway. 
Except for two of them who came to- \
gather, none of the others knew the iE
others were commq. Two people were 
totally unknown to me, and they did ĵj
not know any of the other people j
there. These seven individuals 
saw the ad in the paper and were 
concerned enougli to look up the nuinbe: 
of the Legislative office to find 
out the time and place of the tes­
timony and appear to testify.
The six persons who testified in 
favor all received personal advanced 
notice from Gary Wilken, who said 
he personally paid for the ad. \

3 . - / G

The Mitchell Touch
One doesn't have to look far to see the marks Robert J. 
Mitchell left on Fairbonks, and we'll all m iss his brand of 
full-speed-ahead promotion for a long time.

Bob Mitchell was born here in 1918 and devoted his 
whole life to his belief that Fairbanks has a big place in 
Alaska 's future. He had a contagious enthusiasm for the 
future of the Interior, and he never avoided the hard 
work necessary to make his efforts pay off.

All of Mr. Mitchell's work was important to him, but 
perhaps his biggest dream was tne development of 
industrial property south of Fairbanks. He's the man who 
convinced other businessmen to finance and donate the 
materials and labor necessary to build the rail spur to 
Fairbanks International Airport. It might havo been done 
eventually, but his efforts got it in time to serve through 
the trans-Alaska pipeline years and provide low-cost jet 
fuel shipping from the North Pole Refinery now.

He and his partners also invested their own labor and 
encouragement in Metro Field and some of the 
industries that have grown up around it after this 
industrial air park opened. This was Mr. Mitchell's way 
—  he never waited for things to happen, he made them 
happen.

That's the way things were ever since he came back from 
his World War II hitch to get married and form Mitchell 
Truck ana Tractor, a pioneer name in Richardson 
Highway transportation. He was also president of 
Tip-Top Chevrolet, one of the founders of Ghemm Co., a 
partner in Metro Company and Tria Company and 
president of New State Lands Inc. Both his family and his 
businesses are still here, and still thriving.

But perhaps Mr. Mitchell's greatest contribution was the 
lasting spirit he left here through his work and 
inspiration for young people in Fairbanks. He was as 
devoted to our community as he was to the business 
world, and because of that we'll never forget Bob 
Mitchell and the special touch he had in making our 
town a better place to live.

An editorial in The Daily News-Miner 
February 29, 1980

If you support the naming in nonor of Bob 
Mitchell of the new highway from the Airport 
Road Interchange to the Richardson Highway 
Interchange, public testimony will be takon on 
this issue on Wednesday, February 17. The 
location will bo at the Legislative Information 
Office, Denali Bank Building. If you are unable to 
attend, written testimony or public opinion 
messages are encouraged to be sent to Ms. Betty 
Cato, Chairperson, House Transportation 
Committee, Juneau, Alaska, <-

Ad paid for by Gary Wilken and Frianda of Bob Mitchall,
1851 Fox Avenue, Fairbanks, Alaska.

H
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Fairbanks. AK W7n7Til llif Editor 
Yunr .irlu li' on Mari h '.".I regard 

ink llic In.mug al Nm-I VVicii l.ili 
rary nn naming Ihi' new highway 
unim-iling lbi" I'arks lliKhway 
willi tin* Hirhaidsun tin] mil men 
Imn lliere were other views ex pressed Ilian running il alter Ihe late llulierl J Mmhcll tine i lliren strongly suggested lhal il lt»* called (lie "Parks High 
way Extension." ur simply retain Ihe name of the Parks Highway 
Since Ihe eurrenl Paiks Highway ends al Airport Hoad with Mile 158. 
nille|Mist numhi'iing could simply 
continue on tor the next (our miles 
or so till the highway intersected 
with thi.- Richardson near the pro 
sent imh Avenue intersection It was suggested lhal this would be 
the lejst confusing I , everyone 
Oilier reasons expressed were 
‘Talks Highway" is wtial all Kaiili.oiksans will think u( it as, and will i all il. because lhal is what il actually is

It would cause confirmm lo both 
map makers and man readers la 
change the name of tins new sec­
tion It would be one lenth o( an inch long on a slate map II would be 2 II Inches in length, fur mst 
ancr. in the "Fairbanks and Vn.ui 
ity" map in Milepost II would re 
quire one inch or so to write Hie 
name "llobert J Mitchell Express­
way.' and just an Inch ur so to the lt d of lhal wuuld appear the words "George Parks Hwy " It Is obvious ly one continuous stretch of high 
way Why two names? Very conlus tng to visitors and even "locals " 
Verbal instructions could also be 

very coofusing For instance in directing someone (rom North Pole 
to Ester one might say. "Turn left 
on the Robert J Mitchell Express 
way and drive about 11 miles " 
"But I was told Ester is un Ihe Parks Highway How do I gel lo 
that7" "Just keep going they 
change the name four miles down 
the way "

Would there be signs midway 
across the Airport overpass in­
dicating where the Parks Highway 
begins and Itoticrt J Mitchell Ex­
pressway ends?
Perhaps there is food for thought 

in the suggestion llul Ihe new see- 
t ion of the highway retain Ihe name 
of George Parks Highway Mr 
Mitchell's fine contributions to our 
community might br better rc 
membcred elsewhere lest his name risk being remembered unkindly, and with frequency, as the source 
of unnecessary hut legislated con 
fusion
The mailer Is before Hie Senate Transportation Committee as Sen­

ate Bill 481 Apparently input and a hearing is necessary lo-iore new federally (muled highways are 
named
The nulli’f ill Ihe |i,i|H!r prior lo the hearing might have drawn 

'- ore input d il had lieen aecompa 
mod by a map 

Sincerely.
Nancy l.ee Baker

Jam*
IN'ntft*

WhaC. Qpt,L\ yy m u s in a nam et 
I 'S * rJ u s l ask H McNallylaid you know Ihe Fairbanks 

has acquired two new iiuimcipali lies'’ line is "College." located un the Parks Highway Jusl west of 
Fairbanks, with a population of3.UOU The oilier Is “Aurora." lo catcd. as near as I t ail tell, between 
Fairbanks mid the Ctu-na Hut 
Springs lloail Its population is 
I looThese Interesting "facts" conic limn a Halid McNally ruad map of 
Alaska currently available al f I 75 
at youi friendly neighborbuod gas
s alloiiDeadhorse." is marked as a 
town oil the same map. with a 
|Hipulallon ol 161 "i'rudliou Bay" und Uccchey Point" also are murked wilh tin* traditional lilllc 
circles lhal indicate they are 
towns, though Ihe index doesn't 
supply poptiliiliun figures
I lound nut all these things as a 

result of Nancy Baker's letter to the
editor *jst week objecting to the proposed now name for the end of the Parks Highway, "The Hubert J 
Mill hell Expressway." She thought a new name for the (mat 
stretch of Ihe Parks Highway could 
lie confusing It is true that we're 
loaded with names for pieces of ru.iilv

Eor example. there's the Alask i Highway, Itoulc 2. from the border 
lo Dolla Al that point, the Richard 
son Highway, on its way north Irom 
Valdez is lioute 4 At Delta, some
kind of magic causes Itoulc -I lu lie 
transformed into Houle 2 to Fair banks It almost seems js if Itoulc4. the Itichardsou Highway, uught 
to stay that way until Ihe end uf the road, at Fairbanks hut that isn't 
how they did it
In Fairbanks, meanwhile. Ihe same road changes into the Steese 

Highway, though it is still Houle 2 
as far cs Fox Then It becomes Route 6lo Circle City Al that point, too, Route 2 Is transformed ugjin, 
this time Into the Elliott Highway 
all the way lo the Manley Hot 
Springs area where it ends
Someplace out there in the l.iv-n 

good area Is where the Dalton High way begins, foinu-rly known as 
"The Taps fluad," or 'The Haul 
lloail " Before that it was tin- "Hirkct Highway" when it was an 
ice road headed for the North Slu|x' 
via Anakluvuk Pass The Dallon

Highway on this map has neuuer 
number nor name, though it is 
labeled both "restricted" and 
"under construction "II also has a 
(own called "Big Lake" up around 
the North Fork not luo far from 
Wiseman
This map say sit is' regularly up dated and revised" and will keep 

people from gelt mg lost Even so. it 
seems to me if this is llie best they can do. we ought lo quit renaming 
pieces uf already named roads and gu another wav
How about honoring our famous 

people by naming pullnffs for 
them - The Walter J tlickel Tur 
naround. ' or The Bill Sheffield 
Rest Slop’" With a scenic sign and 
a picn- I able, it 'd be a whole lot 
better than i iiismg tourist.* to cuss 
us cut as ihev wonder whatever 
hup! eni d to the road they were 
dnvi >i! nn

Fairbanks Daily News Miner, Fairbanks, Alaska

Move on lo name Mitchell Expresssway
A move that met opposition two 

years ago is back on track lo have 
the Alaska Legislature name the 
new South Fairbanks Expressway In memory o( Robert J Mitchell 
The Fairbanks City Council Mon­day night by unanimous consent 

adopted a resolution lo that effect, and apparently a simdar resolution Is in the works for the Fairbanks North Star Borough Assembly's consideration Jan 14 
What remains is legislators' commitment to introduce bills to 

officially change the name of the roadway under construction Two 
years ago, Sen Jack Coghill. R Nenana, and Rep Steve Frank, R 
Fairbanks, introduced bills, but 
there was opposition The bills we­
ren't reintroduced this year, but 
Gary Wilken told the council Mon­day he's hnpc(u) they will be intro 
duced In 1988 
Wilken said the Fairbanks Cham ber of Commerce board and trans­

portation committee both endorse naming the expressway after Mitchell

"For the benefit of those who didn't know Bob. he touted Fair­
banks aa much ea anybody has It's beenuzH he gave (former mayor) 
Bill Wood lexsw.u He did it before 
there waa oil, before there was 
state grants, before there was re 
venue sharing. He did It on his own. 
He had a can-do attitude," Witkcn 
said
Mitchell moved Ghemm Con 

struction Co to Van Horn when it 
was still a dirt road, Wilken said 
Metro Field was a vision of Mitch 
ell's, and in the early '70s. Mitchell was a primt force in backing a rail­road spur to what has become Ihe 
Industrial area, he added.There was one speaker Monday who took issue wiih naming the ex­pressway alter Mitchell. Shirley Demientieff said she didn't know 
Mitchell, but there's already a raceway named for him. Her com­
plaint is lhal so many public facili 
ties are named after people, but 
few alter Native people or for Alas­
ka events or features Demientieff 
then gave a suggested list of 
names

Council member Jerry Norum told Demientieff lhal her point was well taken, but peo p le  need tocome forward with suggested nsmes in i timely manner. The borough has the responsibility for naming streets and its own public faculties, 
he saidAs lor the expressway, It's a stale 
highway, and naming it requires 
legislative action Construction be­
gan this summer and will continue 
next season on building overpasses 
crossing South Cushman Street, 
and a new road parallel to 30th Ave­
nue This section eventually wUI 
link the Richardsoo Highway and 
South Cushm.m area via the new 
road with the Pcger-Airport Way- Parks Highway expressway Traf 
fic will be able to go from the 
Richardson to the Parka Highway 
without traveling on Airport Way

UPDATE: JANUARY 1988

Senate Bill 461 & House Hill 664, introduced by Senator 
Coghill and Representative Steve Frank in Feb. 1986, wuld 
have named the last four miles of the PARKS HIQfWAY, 
the “Robert J. Mitchell Expressway*. The bills almost 
passed both houses in April, 1986.
Now, after two years, there is preparation to introduce 
them again. Since this is a new session of the Legislature 
the bills will have new numbers. The strategy of the 
legislators this time is to go after the large bodies, 
like the City Council, Borough Assembly, Chamber of Cam­
erce, in order to make it appear that there is broad public 
approval. Tilings you read or fear may lead you to assure 
that the highway has already been named.

THIS IS NOT TRUE.

The highway can only be named by Legislative action, and 
that has not yet taken plaoe. Your legislators are voted 
into office by you; your input to them on this subject 
at the earliest possible date can help the GBORCE PARKS 
HWY. keep the same name frtm its beginning at the Glenn 
Highway to its end at the Richardson Highway.

Write to them. Pouch V, Juneau 99811. See Phone nutters 
upper right hand corner of map to send free Legislative 
Opinion Messages. Talk on Legislative Teleconferences. 
Let local officials hear your views.
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HWY., beginning at overpass on Airport 
Way to end at Richardson Hwy. A strong 
movement in the 1988 Legislature would 
call it: Robert J. Mitchell. Expressway.
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HB 437 MITCHELL EXPRESSWAY 

PROPOSES to change name of last 4 
of the PARKS HIGHWAY.

I_f there were no signs at the point where
this bill intends to change its name to 
Mitchell, the west-bound traveler will ass­
ume, and has every right to, that he is
on the Parks Highway. The highway is ident­
ical in width, direction, type etc. to the
portion on which he has just been traveling. 
There is no intersection and no change of 
any kind to warrant calling it a different 
n a m e .
TO BE SUDDENLY accosted with a sign stating 
you are on a different highway would be 
confusing to anyone for the first time.
A large portion of the highway travelers 
will always be approaching it for tjhe first 
time because they are visitors we have lured 
here with tax dollars to spend their tourist 
dollars. We owe them more consideration 
than to deliberately introduce a new source 
of confusion (confusion on a fast highway 
can lead to accidents, especially in large 
poor visibility rigs) where enough confusion 
already exists from past, sometimes unavoid­
able poor decisions or happenstance.

In 1985 DOT enlisted help of MILEPOST trav­
eling editors (of which I was one) to help 
eliminate confusing signage situations 
on Alaska Highways. Now there is a chance 
to avoid creating a new bad situation.

N L  B A K E R ,  B O X  
IWS. FAIRBANKS. 
ALASKA t W

PLEASE VOTE NO PASS ON HB 437
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FAIRBANKS ACTIVITY RE:
IIB 437 MITCHELL EXPRESSWAY

HISTORY FACTS
FIRST INTRODUCED as SB 401 and IIB 664 in 14 III Legis­

lature by Transportation (Rep. Frank in House).
March 26, 1986. Small notice in local newspaper re: 

public hearing re: naming Mitchell Expressway 
March 27 or 28, 1986. Hearing held, conducted by

Sen. Coghill. Testimony in favor from friends 
and some testimony in favor of other names, and 
some against changing the name from the Parks 
to any other name in order to avoid confusion 

to the public, to map makers, to map readers
etc.
MARCH 29, 1986. Article in local paper with heading

"Naming of Mitchell Highway urged".
December 8, 1986. FAIRBANKS CITY COUNCIL voted unan­

imously that the PARKS HIGHWAY whould retain that 
/ /  C )/-■" same name till it connected with the Richardson

\ Highway. It was brought to their attention that
a narne change had been proposed by the legislature.

They agreed that any name change would be confusing.
£) 0 /—  I ̂ //5/£>EC.21, 1987. After persuasive presentation by Gary

f 0 /L Wilkins FAIRBANKS CITY COUNCIL unanimously endorsed
b e  f a  resolution to endorse naming the new portion of

I  t*le ^ar"ks, the Mitchell Expressway (Res. 2918)
/ - ? ^ Dec 21, 1987. With only 5 members present (of a 21
'TV/J ^ “ member committee) the Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce

/ endorsed resolution to support Mitchell Name for
—■ - usvtntj //^diighway. After he obtained a unanimous vote from

( ^ r / p / ^ ^ ^ y t h a t  committee he presented it to the board and
0 introduced a motion to adopt it. Since it is the

custom of the board to automatically pass what
committees approve, it passed the board unanimously.

Jan. 14,1988. Borough Resolution 88003 was to endorse 
Mitchell name. Three citizens presented oposing
testimony. Due to length of agenda meeting adjurned
till Jan 21.

HE So t u t  /

2 FJ I, 
ftfv^S/voeo

N . e  n A x r . R i  u o a  
W J .  P A IR I . A N K S .  
ALASKA f m i
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Jan. 21, 1988. BOROUGH ASSEMBLY tabled resolution
by vote of 9*1 in view of previous public testimony 
and other unfavorable input various members had 
received.

Jan. 28, 1988. BOROUGH ASSEMBLY voted 5 yeas and
5  nos on removing resolution from the table. One

member changed his vote to yes to bring it back
up for discussion. Presiding office said Betty
Cato interested in having public testimony through
teleconference, and offered an amendment to the
effect "Said legislation to be enacted following
a favorable public hearing with citizens of the
North Star Borough". It was expressed that we
had already had overwhelming public testimony
in the form of public hearing, and how was a detcr-
ination to be made  by votes?? Motion failed
but motion to postpone to call of the chair passed
with one objection. (Postponement anticipated 
a possible teleconference).

Feb 1 1988 Guest column appeared in Daily News Miner
with reference to renaming of Parks extension.

Fob 15 and 16.1988. Paid advertisement (by Cat/ Wilkin) 
appeared in Daily News Miner (see attachment) 
inviting those who supported naming of Mitchell 
Expressway to give public testimony Feb 17. It
did not state the time, or even say it was a tele­
conference. It did not give phone number of Legis­
lative office.

Feb 17, 1988. Teluconterei ce at 1:30 p.m with House
Transportation Commitee. This received no public 
announcement. However seven independent individuals 
saw the advertisment, inquired as to the time, 
appeared to give testimony in favo** of keeping 
name I’arks on the highway. Included in the opposers 
to the name change were avowed friends of Mr.
Mitchell who did iot think it appropriate to name

N l. BAKC Rf DO A
INI CA’RBANKt. 
ALAIKA fr.-y
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that port! in of the highway after him. Overall 
the hearing .vas distinctly not favorable to passage 
of HB 437. Reasons were distinctly in the public 
interest and extremely well expressed. There 
six people testifying in favor of the Mitchell 
name. These included a sister-in-law of Steve 
Frank, sponsor of the original bill, who also 
testified in behalf of her husband, and several 
exemployees of the Ghemm Company, including Gary 
Wilkins who remembered Robert Mitchell as like 
"a second faiher."
IF JUDGMENT AS TO WHICH SIDE "WON" the hearing 
were to be by the method of "counting votes", 
there were seven against and six in favor of 
naming for Mitchell. However it is the reasoning 

behind the objections that should carry the weight.
By either the "reasoning" method or the "tally" 
method those opposing the renaming of Parks Hwy. 
appear to have come out ahead.

March 10,1988. Resolution to ame Mitchell expressway 
comes before Fairbanks North Star Borough Assembly 
tor fourth time. After brief discussion it is 
defeated by 5-5 vote. One member reconsiders, 
the issue will come up aga n March 24.

AND SO IT RESTS AS OF MARCH 15,1988

OBSERVATIONS:
1. The vote of a mere five persons present at the 

Transportation Committee of the Chamber ot Commerce
was responsible lor a "unanimous" approval by 
the Chamber.

2. After considering the issue at four meetings 
North Star Borough Assembly if far from approval.

3. There is no approval from "Unified Fairbanks" 
according to president Chuck Reese of that group.

4. All public hearings have predominantly opposed 
the bill.

N. L  IMkcr, oox 
i*»7. rairqanks
Al>)KA W H J



Let’s call the extension the
Monday, February 1,198)

Parks Highway

Map shows the route o f the P arks Highway extension through South Fairbanks.
Map courtesy of Nancy Lee Baker

By NANCY LEE BAKER
The four-m ile extension of the 

G eorge P ark s Highway will end by 
jo in ing the R ichardson H ighway 
n e a r the  old 30th S treet exit. The 
work is scheduled for com pletion in 
Septem ber 1988.

A move to call this four-m ile sec­
tion th e  R o b ert J .  M itchell E x ­
pressw ay began in F eb ru ary  1986, 
when Sen. Jack  Coghill and Rep. 
Steve F rank  initiated Senate Bill 
461 and  an  iden tica l H ouse bill. 
They got through most com m ittees 
but not to  both floors due to p re ss­
u res of the closing da .:c.

The sam e legislators a re  in the 
p ro c e ss  of in troducing  the  b ills 
again  tliis year. Since th ere  w as 
som e opposition from  individuals 
two years  ago (which did not keep 
them  from  trying to hustle  the  bills 
through in 1986). the approach this 
y e a r appears to be to go d irectly  to 
la rg e  bodies such as the city coun­
cil, borough assem bly, C ham ber of 
C om m erce and its transporta tion  
com m ittee for their public endorse­
m ent. These endorsem ents a re  in­
tended to convey the broad approv­
al of Fairbanksans for th is move.

In "ta lk ing  around," how ever, 1 
find alm ost no individual support 
for the resolutions these bodies en ­
dorsed, except frc.n  som e personal 
in en d s  of the late Robert Mitchell. 
The consensus w as to m ain tain  the 
sam e nam e.

It is understandable that a t " firs t 
thought" it might seem  like a good 
idea to nam e a new piece of road 
a f te r  a friend, but the resu lt of sud­
denly changing *he nam e of a high­
way th a t thousands of people will 
have been traveling on for 358 m iles

Guest Opinion

a t speeds in excess of 50 mph is not 
nn in c o n se q u e n tia l th in g  to  be 
taken lightly. I t deserves serious 
"second thoughts." Some of them 
follow:

Confusion: The bottom  line is. 
calling the last four miles anything 
but the P a rk s Highway would be 
confusing. It is one continuous high­
way, doesn't tu rn , get w ider, n a r­
row er, or change in any way. A sign 
proclaim ing you a re  all of a  sudden 
on a different highway spells in ­
s tan t confusion to a visitor to our 
a rea . This could p recip itate slow­
ing dow n, ch an g in g  lan es , con­
versations with the "co-pilot" a b ­
out how we got “ off course ." Any 
one of these reactions a re  a basis 
for possible accidents.

We a re  a tourist dependent eco­
n o m y . We s p e n d  h u n d re d s  of 
thousands of dollars a ttrac ting  visi­
to rs . Shouldn’t we be m ore con­
sidera te  of them  ? Many of them  are  
o lder citizens, with slow er reac ­
tions in som e cases, and driving 
less m aneuverab le  vehicles with 
the poor visibility that R V 's often 
offer.

A d iffe ren t n am e  cou ld  o ffer 
problem s and expense to tnapm ak- 
ers , as well as  m ap readers who see 
a different nam e (if there is room to 
p rin t it)  on w hat ap p e a rs  to be 
obviously the sam e highway.

Where would the highway signs 
be placed to tell drivers they are 
now on a d i' *rent highway? Driv­
ing to the  a irp o r t  from  tow n a

m o t o r i s t s  w o u ld  s e e  a s ig n  
announcing the exit to “ Highway 3, 
Parks H ighway." A few hundred 
feet la te r  on a s ign  would say  
“ H ighw ay 3 ,”  w ith a d iffe ren t 
name.

Think seriously (until it becomes 
funny and you s ta rt laughing) of va­
rious possible confusions in giving 
directions about how to get "from  
here to th ere" when il requires ge t­
ting on or off the new portion of road 
should it have a different nam e.

It is w orth noting that the  en ­
gineer who designed the highu ay is 
also "seriously  concerned about 
the confusion that would result if 
the nam e of the new portion w ere to 
be anything other than the Panics 
Highway."

Cost: i t  will cost at least $10,000 to

rem ove the  dozen or m ore signs 
tha t a re  a lready  up a t University, 
P eg er, and  L athrop intersections 
an d  re p la c e  th em  w ith an o th e r 
nam e. If the new nam e has many 
m ore le tte rs  they will have to be 
m ade sm a lle r  in order to fit the 
signs. The $10,000 could probably 
be b e tte r  used for m aintenance! 
Signs a t Jniversity Avenue have 
been th e re  for two years. It would 
b e  n ic e  if  th e y  had  s q u a t te r 's  
rights!

In an sw er lo my "confusion con­
ce rn s ,"  som e legislators said  the 
public would get used to it. The visi 
tors will not get used to it, and  why 
should the  local people have to go 
through the  process? There a re  bet­
te r  w ays to com m em orate people 
than to confuse the public.

Another consideration, in view of 
the recent attem pt to  avoid dupli­
cate street names in town. There is 
a Mitchell Avenue, nam ed afte r the 
sam e Mitchell. It ru n s off Universi­
ty  Avenue, next to Erickson Ave­
nue, also named a f te r  a p a rtn e r in 
the Ghemm Co. of which Mitchell 
was a partner.

Ih e  new portion of the highway 
can only be named by legislative 
action, This has not happened yet, 
but it is in the brewing stage. Let 's 
hope some legislator, with g rass­
roots encouragem ent. will speak up 
and propose a bill to nam e it the 
Parks Highway.

Nancy Lee Baker is a  37-year resident 
»ith an interest w mapmating
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This ad appeared in the Fairbanks 
Daily News Miner Feb. 15 and 16 1938 
for a meeting that was to be held 
on the 17th.

Note:
There is no telephone number given 
for the Legislative office. It is 
difficult to find it in the telephone 
book.
It does not give the time of day 
at which the hearing will take place.

It does not qive the address of the 
Legislativ ottice, which moved to 
a aittereiu location just one week 
prior to the ad.
It is not a public notice, but rather 
an ad directed at those supporting 
the issue.

In spite of the above, seven individules 
appeared to give testimony against 
renaming that portion of the highway. 
Except for two of them who came to­
gether, none of the others knew the 
others were coming. Two people were 
totally unknown to me, and they did 
not know any of the other people 
there. These seven individuals 
saw the ad in the paper and were 
concerned enough to look up tle number 
of the Legislative office to find 
out the time and place of the tes­
timony and appear to testify.
The six persons who testified in 
favor all received personal advanced 
notice from Gary Wilken, who said 
ho personally paid for the ad.

The Mitchell Touch
One doesn't have to lonk far to see the marks Robert J. 
Mitchell left on Fairbanks, and we'll all m iss his brand of 
full-speed-ahead promotion for / long time.

Bob Mitchell was born here in 1918 and devoted his 
whole life to his belief that Fairbanks has a big place in 
A laska 's future. He had a contagious enthusiasm for the 
future of the Interior, and he never avoided the hard 
work necessary to make his efforts pay off.

All of Mr. Mitchell's work was important to him, but 
perhaps his biggest dream w as the development of 
industrial property south of Fairbanks. H e 's the man who 
convinced other businessmen to finance and donate the 
materials and labor necessary to b jild the rail spur to 
Fairbanks International Airport. It might have been done 
eventually, but his efforts got it in time to serve through 
tha trans-Alaska pipeline years and provide low-cost jet 
fuel shipping from the North Pole Refinery now,

He and his partners also invested their own labor and 
encouragement in Metro Field and some of the 
industries that have grown up around it after this 
industrial air park opened. This was Mr. Mitchell's way 
—  he never waited for things to happen, he made them 
happen.

That's the way things were ever since he came back from 
his World War II hitch to get married and form Mitchell 
Truck and Tractor, a pioneer name in Richardson 
Highway transportation. He was also president of 
Tip-Top Chevrolet, one of the founders of Ghemm Co., a 
partner in Metro Company and Tna Company and

§ resident of New State Lands Inc. Both his family and his 
usinesses are still here, and still thriving.

But perhaps Mr. Mitchell's greatest contribution was the 
lasting spirit he left here through his work and 
inspiration for young people in Fairbanks. He was as 
devoted to our community as he was to the business 
world, and because of that we'll never forget Bob 
Mitchell and the special touch he had in making our 
town a better place to live.

An editorial in The Daily News-Miner 
February 29. 1980

!f you support the naming in honor of Bob 
Mitchell of the new highway from the Airport 
Road Inte change to the Richardson Highway 
Interchange, public testimony will be taken on 
this issue on Wednesday, February 17. The 
location will be at the Legislative Information 
Office, Denali Bank Building. If you are unable to 
attend, written testimony or public opinion 
messages are encouraged to be sent to Ms. Betty 
Cato, Chairperson, House Transportation 
Committee, Juneau, Alaska.

Ad paid for by Gary Wilken and Friends of Bob Mitchell,
1851'Fox Avenue, Fairbanks, Alaska.
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CSHB 439 (FIN)
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Fiscal Note  Attachment  
CS HB 439 (Fin)

In order  to "hold harmless" communit ies  that receive more than the 
min im um  ent i t lement an addit ional  $3 ,510,000 will  be necessary for 
FY 89. These funds would be split between the revenue sharing 
accounts  as follows: tax equal izat ion $2,482,875,  and miscellaneous
serv ices  $1 ,027 ,125 .

It is assumed that this $3,510,000 will become part o f  the base 
budget for the revenue sharing program for FY 90 and beyond. 
Therefore  this bill would not resul t  in any addit ional  expenditures  
for those years.
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official  b u s i n e s s

HOUSE HESS LETTER OF INTENT 
TO HB 463

It is the intent of the House Health, Education and Social 
Services Committee that the appropriation designated in HB 
463, relating to asbestos management plans for schools, be 
included in HB 375, the budget oill.

pClCm 
J U N E A U  AK ? 9 8  dtr 2 75

DATED: February 29, 1988
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Revision Date:  __________________
Title: Act act relating to naming the
Woodrow Johansen Expressw.-v __________
Sponsor:____Cato__________ _________
Requestor: Cato_____________________

REQUEST 2-18-88________________

Agency Affected: DOT&PF
BRU:

Bill Version: H B  481
Publish Date: H 0 P S E ~ T /? 6 /8 8

Components:

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 88 FY 89 FY $0 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL

. . .. .  .f .

0 1 '
1

0

PO SIT IO N S:
FULL-TIME | | 1
PART-TIME ; l 1
TEMPORARY 1 . 1...... •» ..... .

ANALYSIS: See attached analysis

Prepared by: W. Keith Gerken ___________________________Phone: 465-3900_______
Division: ____ Deputy Commissioner, Operations____________ Date: 2/23/88________

Approved by Commi sioner: Mark S. Hickey_________________ Date: 2-23-88_________
Agency: DOT&PF______________________________ _________

Distribution (by preparer):
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget
Impacted Agency(ies) Page_J__ of _2
Senate Secretary



No. 1

HB 481 
HOUSE 2/26/88

Fiscal Note (Attachment)
HB 481

The Geist Road Extension will be built under five projects 
between 1987 and 1995. The first project Is now under contract 
and the second and third projects will be ready for construction 
in approximately one year. The first project (now under 
contract) does not include any "Geist Rd" signs.

All signs are eligible for federal highway funding, however, the 
department is concerned that road signs do not become too large. 
Letter sizes are set by standards for the type of facility and 
for this project 8 to 13 inch letters will be common. If all 
signs must read "Woodrow Johansen Expy," some signs will be very 
large, require special structures to support, and may be 
difficult to place at some locations. A compromise of "Johansen 
Expy" would be appreciated where sign sizes become a problem.

There may also be some community concerns with the discontinuity 
between the existing Geist Road west of University Avenue and the 
proposed renaming to the east.
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