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Fire Prevention 
FY GS/Governor's Budget

The same as subm i t t ed  by the Commiss ioner  and the D i r e c t o r  o f  the  D i v i s i o n .

i. Fire Operations

p o sitic:; count

TITLE

------------------  •

FY 87 
REVISED

a r o3 | 
GOVERNOR'S ;

budget i

Di rector 1
.

i

Deputy Fire Marshal II Oc
o

Deputy Fire .Marshal I 1 3
FP Engineer I i |

Education Specialist i PPT o.t-> |
Support Position 0

16 PFT 14 PFT j
1 PPT

Regional Offices

Anchorage 1 LFM II and 2 DFM I both FY S7 and FY S3

Fairbanks 1 DFM II and 2 DFM I both FY 87 and FY CS

Juneau 0 DFM II and 1 DFM I in FY S3
i DFM II and 1 DFM I in FY 87

11. Fire Service Training Program

- In FY 38, one Education Specialist position i:; cut :rcm .Juneau

- Added :16.'" into the grant line item



PLAN REVIEW RECEIPTS

FY8G FY87 Percentage

July 65,324.07 55,088.41 - 16%

August 21,616.40 29,705.65 + 37%

September 34,985.50 10,993.62 - 69%

October 27,307.42 22,777.12 , - 17%

November 33,271.00 6,644.20 - 80%

December 47,016.18 11,642.80 - 75%

January 20,989.79 9,225.88 -.56%

TOTAL: 250,510.36 146,077.68 - 42%

Average 
Per Month: 35,787.19 20,868.24

Estimate for 
12 months: 
(FY87)

250,418.88

Budgeted:
(FY87)

297,000.00

Shortfall:
(FY87)

\

46,581.12 - 16%

BJN
2/13/87

NOTE: FY 88 Budget is funded $297.0 in PR and if the downward trend
holds and the receipts are lower, additional positions will have 
to be laid off in FY 88.
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BY FISCAL YEAR

PY82 FY83 FY84 FY85 FY 86

INSPECT [ V y  INVESTIGATE PLAN CHECKS
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r 1 RE SERVICE TRAINING - SUriMARY NARRATIVE FY88 BUDGET

e programs and provide tor more cost 
co par t merit 5 , in FY&6 the Fire Service

Training Program was transferred from the Department of Education to 
the Department of Public Safety. In FYS5 Fire Service Training’s 
budget uas £436.6. at that time a modest budget f o r  statewide
assistance to local fire training programs and for 
which local fire departments had neither the expertise nor 
financial resources to provide for themselves.

providing programs 
the

The FY88 proposed budget represents a cut of more than 50 per cent in 
three years, in a program which was already minimally funded. It has 
already resulted in the elimination cf direct training programs:

* Firefighter I training at the Anchorage Regional Fire Training 
Center

+ Senior officer training for rural fire departments

* Fire protection management training for municipal and suburban 
fire d part merits

* Technical Assistance Teams to iocal communities

+ Support of regional fire training centers

The effect cf the proposed budget will be to virtually eliminate 
State assistance to local departments. E 1imination"of the 
coordinator position in southeastern Alask and reclassification of 
■-he supervisory position to an administrative officer will place a 
burden on the already taxed position in Anchorage. The three 
professional positions now in existence carry out fire service 
assistance functions with minimal clerical help. Provision of 
additional help to the Anchorage porition will ease a few of the 
administrative and financial duties now performed by the supervisor., 
but u i 1i not eliminate any cf the work presently performed by the 
Anchorage position. Particularly with the responsibility for public 
fire education, that position will be able to assume very few of the 
additional responsibilities of either the southeastern coordinator or 
the supervisor.

In FY88, given the budget as proposed, the following f unct ions wii } 
be accomplished as in FY87:

* VPSO firefighter level training - 2 two-week courses

* Maintenance of an audio visual lending library

* Purchase of updated programs for lending library

* Four outreach programs in conjunction with the National Fire 
Academy

* One Train-the-Trairer program i ft Hanaracius Materials

*■ Training teams (itinerant instructors) to local communities or 
fire departments

* Training grants to 10 - 12 rofwnumties



(Summary Narrative FYS8 Budget

In FYS8, given the budget as proposed, the following functions ui 
not be accomplished as in FY87:

* Instructor testing anc certificat 1 on
* F-i refighter testing and certification

* Evaluation of local training programs for accreditation purposes

* Completion of Hazardous Materials certification program and 
curriculum development

* Completion of Firefighter II certification program and curriculum 
deve1opment

* Existing curriculum and examination updates anc revision

* Training programs in Methods of Instruction for two levels of 
instructors

* Training teams (itinerant instructors) to 12 local communities or 
fire department s

* Training grants awarded to 20 - 30 fire departments or 
commun i ties

* Assistance to local communities or fire departments in developing' 
public fire education programs

* Sprinkler trailer demonstrations in southeast Alaska

* State representation on advisory boards of regional fire training 
centers

* Maintenance of State fire egjipment ($350,000+) at regional fire . 
training centers

* State representation on national training boards, input into 
national standards and training functions which affect Alaska’s 
fire servi ce



FIRE SERVICE TRAINING PUDGET FY85

FY86

$345,1
FY87

$337,6
FY88

$218} .8
FY85

:^36,6
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FT 84 -  87

FY34 FY85 FY88 FY87

\7~7\ DIRECT TRNG f W I  INDIRECT TRNG
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SERVICE TRAIN I MG - IN3TRUC~0R CERTIFICATION PROGRAM

Similar i .r: T unction tc tno Depsr trier-t of i 
certification p r o g r  a :r,. t h e f ire : r. s:ruct o 
o * •:- ri in existence for t h e p a s i t e r: v e a r  s • 
instructors certified at v a r i o u s  ‘ e v e 'is o

■ideation's t •:■ a c n e r 
cer t i •' l cat i on pro-pram lias 
At this time there are 412 
c c til p e t e n c e •

In FY37. 146 fire service applicants uere tested an._- , - L „,
at the Instructor I level, and 30 at the Instructor II level. 
Applicants represent 32 fire oepartmen!s uhich are listed beiou by 
a r e a .

The FY83 budget uill require elimination of this program due to the 
elimination of the position responsible for testing, certification, 
revision of examinations, and evaluation of applicant qualification 
for testina.

Fairbanks - 11 fire departments

Eielson Air Force Ease
University of Alaska
Fort Greely
North Star
Fort Uainuright
Clear Air Force Station

Kenai Peninsula - 4 fire departments

So 1 dotna 
Anchor ?oint

K o d i a k Island - 3 fire departments

Kodiak City 
Bays i de

Southeastern - 5 fire departments

J u ri e a u 
Auke Bay

Rural - 3 fire departments

Chignik Bay 
Kotzebue

Anchorage - 3 fire departments

Nenana Dept of Public Safety 
Fairbanks Inti Airport 
S t e e s e 
North Pole 
Fairbanks City

Homer 
Ri dgeuay

U. S. Coast Guard Base

Giacier

' a k o t n a

A n c n o r a g e 
Fort Richardson

Eimendori Air rorc* base

Mat nnuska-Sus 11 na Borough - 2 f: re dec ar trr.en t s 

L 5k o S IJa c, i ] j r.

North S 1 o p  - 2 fire d r- a r  t m e r. t s

L o n o c ci ARCO



6HTER CERT IF I C ATION f’ROGRAIRAINING - FIRVICE

Fire Service Training functions as the sole certification office tor 
fire r-ersonnel training. S t a t e w i -j e there are 213 firefighters
certified at the Firefighter I leve 
training programs as well as through 
s t a t e •

:hrough State 
i oca 1 p ro gr a m s

soon s o r e d 
acc ! edited

The Firefighter I training stries sponsored by Fire
;as eliminated in FYS7 due to revenue limitations.

Service i r alnin g 
However ,

iret'iohters were certified from eignt local training programs during 
this year. Ir. FY£3 this program will ire eliminated due to the 
elimination of tne Position responsible for evaluating local 
Firefignter 1 training program accreditation and conducting 
proficiency examinations of applicants.

Those fire departments which certified f iref'icht ers in FY87 are:

Lynn Canal 
Uasilia 
Lakes 
Auke Bay

Other participating departments are

Unai aska 
Anchorage 
Cordova 
Ketchikan 
Seward
Delta Junction 
Fort 6 r e e i v 
Fairbanks

homer 
Big Lake 
N i k i s k i 
Glacier

Vaidez 
K e n a i
rcr; kicn ard5 0 n 
Juneau area
Kodiak
Pet ersourg
f1 at Su Chiefs rtssociation
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htf ft O Q    «t.-> / ,• ' ■ - j - - -. ~ «     ̂_Historically, between 35 and 50 fire departments or communities apply 

for local and regional Tire training grants in any fiscal year, uitt 
25 - 35 of these actual 1y qualifying and receiving grants. The 
following is a list of those fire departments/communities *jh i c _ 
applied for and were denied grants in FY87 due ^ i n s u f f i c i e n t  State 
revenues. Proposed FY88 budget would allow training grants to be 
issued to 10 — .12 fire departments .or communities* Uith the decline 
of State assistance to local communities, it is anticipatea that 
requests for fire training grants will i;.crease considerably and 
become highly competitive in FY&S*

Alaska Fire Chiefs Association
Grayling Volunteer Fire Department
Ekwok Volunteer Fire Department
Shageluk City Council
Port Heiden Volunteer Fire Department
City of Unalakleet
Ketchikan Fire Department
Cities of Sand Point and King Cove
Unalaska Fire Department
City of Hooper Bay
Cooper'Landing Volunteer Fire Department
Yakutat Volunteer Fire Department
Chignik Bay Volunteer Fire Department
Nenana Fire Division
Nikiski Fire Department
Pitka'b Point Traditional Council
Upper and Lower Kalskag
Homer Volunteer Fire Department
City and Borough of Juneau Fire Department
Kasaan Department of Public Safety
Chilkat Indian Village IRA
Meadow Lakes Volunteer Fire Department
Fairbanks North Star Borough Dept, of Community Safety
Toksook Bay Volunteer Fire Department
Hughes City Council
Kenny Lake Volunteer Fire Department 
City of Aleknagik
City of Ouzinkie Volunteer Fire Department 
Haines Volunteer Fire Department
Alaska Association of Fire and Arson Investigat ors



AMENDMENT

T O :  S E N A T E  B I L L  N O .  2 2 4  ( L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e )

P a g e  2 ,  S e c t i o n  2 i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s :

" * S e c t i o n  2 ,  A S  2 1 . 0 9 . 2 1 0 ( c )  i s  a m e n d e d  

t o  r e a d :

( c )  A  d o m e s t i c  c o m p a n y  o r g a n i z e d

b e f o r e  J a n u a r y  1 ,  1 9 8 7 ,  i s  e x e m p t  f r o m  

t a x a t i o n  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  f o r  a  p e r i o d  

o f  f i v e  y e a r s  f r o m  t h e  d a t e  o f  i t s  

o r g a n i z a t i o n . "

OFFERED IN THE SENATE



A M E N D M E N T

Offered in the SENATE 

TO: SB 224

By Duncan

Page 2, line 2:
Delete "July" 

Insert "January1*

- 1 - 4 / 22 / 87



5-0970Ab
Fordi S S l l t t i S W f W M m w i

Offered in the SENATE 

TO: SB 224

Page 2, line 11, after "prevention" 

Insert "and training"

By Duncan

-1 - 4/22/37



AMENDMENT

T O :  S E N A T E  B I L L  N O .  2 2 4  ( L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e )

P a g e  2 ,  S e c t i o n  2 i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s :

" * S e c t i o n  2 .  A S  2 1 . 0 9 . 2 1 0 ( c )  i s  a m e n d e d  

t o  r e a d :

( c )  A  d o m e s t i c  c o m p a n y  o r g a n i z e d

b e f o r e  J a n u a r y  1 ,  1 9 8 7 ,  i s  e x e m p t  f r o m  

t a x a t i o n  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  f o r  a  p e r i o d  

o f  f i v e  y e a r s  f r o m  t h e  d a t e  o f  i t s  

o r g a n i z a t i o n . "

OFFERED IN THE SENATE
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Introduced: 3/31/87
Referred: Labor & Commerce

£ Finance

5-0970A

#

1 IN THE SENATE BY DUNCAN

2 SENATE BILL NO. 224

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

5 A BILL

6 F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  p r em i um  t a x  o n  c e r t a i n  i n s u r -

7 e r s . "

8 BE I T  ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 * S e c t i o n  1.  AS 2 1 . 0 9 . 2 1 0 ( b )  i s  am en d e d  t o  r e a d :

10 ( b )  E a c h  i n s u r e r ,  a n d  e a c h  f o r m e r l y  u t h o r i z e d  i n s u r e r  w i t h

11 r e s p e c t  t o  p r em i u m s  r e c e i v e d  w h i l e  a n  a u t h o r i z e d  i n s u r e r  i n  t h i s

12 s t a t e ,  s h a l l  p a y  t a x  on  t h e  t o t a l  d i r e c t  p r em i u m  i n c om e  r e c e i v e d

13 d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r  e n d i n g  o n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  D e c em b e r  31 a n d  p a i d  f o r  t h e

14 i n s u r a n c e  o f  p r o p e r t y  o r  r i s k s  r e s i d e n t  o r  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  s t a t e  o t h e r

15 t h a n  w e t  m a r i n e  a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n s u r a n c e ,  a f t e r  d e d u c t i n g  f r o m  t h e

16 t o t a l  d i r e c t  p r em i um  i n c om e  t h e  a p p l i c a b l e  c a n c e l l a t i o n s ,  r e t u r n e d

17 p r e m i u m s ,  t h e  u n a b s o r b e d  p o r t i o n  o f  a n y  d e p o s i t  p r e m i u m ,  a l l  p o l i c y

18 d i v i d e n d s ,  u n a b s o r b e d  p r em i um s  r e f u n d e d  t o  p o l i c y h o l d e r s ,  r e f u n d s .

19 s a v i n g s ,  s a v i n g s  c o u p o n s  a n d  o t h e r  s i m i l a r  r e t u r n s  p a i d  o r  c r e d i t e d  t o

20 p o l i c y h o l d e r s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e i r  p o l i c i e s .  No d e d u c t i o n s  may b e

21 made o f  c a s h  s u r r e n d e r  v a l u e  o f  p o l i c i e s .  C o n s i d e r a t i o n s  r e c e i v e d  o n

22 a n n u i t y  c o n t r a c t s  a r e  n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  d i r e c t  p r em i u m  i n c om e  a n d

23 a r e  n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  t a x .  The  t a x  s h a l l  b e  p a i d  t o  t h e  d i r e c t o r  a n n u a l -

24 l y  b e f o r e  A p r i l  1 ,  a n d ,  e x c e p t  a s  p r o v i d e d  i n  AS 2 1 . 6 9 . 3 9 0 ( c ) ,  i s

25 c o m p u t e d  a t  t h e  r a t e  o f

26 ( 1 )  f o r  d o m e s t i c  a n d  f o r e i g n  i n s u r e r s ,  e x c e p t  h o s p i t a ]  a n d

27 m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  t h r e e  [ 2 . 7 ]  p e r c e n t ;

28 ( 2 )  f o r  h o s p i t a l  a n d  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  s i x

29 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e i r  g r o s s  p r em i um s  l e s s  c l a i m s  p a i d .

SB0224a - 1 -  SB 224



*  Sec: .  2 .  AS 2 1 . 0 9 . 2 1 0 ( c )  i s  am en d e d  t o  r e a d :

( c )  A d o m e s t i c  comp a n y  o x ^ a m - z ^  - b e ' f o y y  I ju lV y ,  1 9 8 7 ,  i s  e x e m p t  

f r o m  t a x a t i o n A i n t f e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  f o r  a  p e r i o a  o f r i v e  y e a r s  f r o m  t h e  

d a t e  o f / f t s  o r g a n i z a t i o n .

Se—5rrE7T3~ . AS 2 1 . 0 9 . 2 1 0  i s  am e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  new s u b s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

( j ) The  t a x  p a i d  t o  t h e  d i r e c t o r  u n d e r  ( b )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  

b e  d e p o s i t e d  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  f u n d .  The  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

s h a l l  s e p a r a t e l y  a c c o u n t  f o r  10 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  t a x  c o l l e c t e d  u n d e r  

( b ) ( 1 )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  a n d  d e p o s i t e d  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  f u n d .  Th e  a n n u a l  

e s t i m a t e d  b a l a n c e  i n  t h e  a c c o u n t  may b e  u s e d  by  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  

f u n d  t | i e  S t a t e  F i r e  C o m m i s s i o n  (AS 4 4 . 4 1 )  ^and o t h e r  f i r e  p r e v e n t i o n

* S e c .  4 .  T h i s  Ac t  a p p l i e s  t o  t h e  t a x  d u e  by  A p r i l  1 ,  1988 , | ^ f o r  t h e  t a x  

e a r  b e g i n n i n g  ({January 1 ,  1987\ ,  a n d  t o  t h e  t a x  d u e  f o r  s u b s e q u e n t  y e a r s .

SB 224 -2 - SB0224a



D A T E :

April 15, 1987C O N T A C T :T I T L E : SB 224

An act relating to the 
premium tax on certain 
insurers.

Gordon Brunton
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This measure increases the insurance premium tax on certain 
insurers from 2.7 to 3.0 percent, provides for separate
accounting of 10 percent of the tax collected uhich may be 
appropriated to fund the State Fire Commission (AS 44.41) and 
other fire prevention services.

Establishment of the State Fire Commission uould provide the
much sought after single State focus for fire" and other
emergency agencies.

Alaska has long held the record of the highest life and property
losses in the Nation. Should this bill pass and the Legislature
chooses to appropriate monies for funding fire prevention and 
training operations, ue feel positive that such losses could be 
substantially reduced.

The Department of Public Safety supports passage of SB 224.

Uilliam R. Nix 
Acting Commissioner



SESSIONSTATE O F  A L A S K A  1987 LEGISLATIVE 

FISCAL N O T E

B i l l  V e r s io n  : SB 224
R E Q U E S T :      P u b li s h  D a te  : ____________

R e v is io n  D a te :
Title: An act relating to the premium tax BRU.' 
on certain insurers.
Spo n so r: S e n a t o r .  D uncan ,.
R e q u e s t o r: Senate Labor & Commerce

C o m p o n e n t s : .

E X P E N D I T U R E S / R E V E N U E S :  (T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l la r s )

S'!--/-

O P E R A T IN G F Y  8 7 F Y  88 F Y  8 9 F Y  9 0 F Y  9 1 F Y  9 2
P E R S O N A L  S E R V IC E S
T R A V E L
C O N T R A C T U A L
S U P P L IE S
E Q U IPM EN T
L A N D  &  S T R U C T U R E S
G R A N T S , C L A IM S
M ISC E LLA N E O U S
T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 0 0 0 U U

C A P IT A L

riS Id

R E V E N U E 1.250.0 2,500.0 2,500.0 2,500.0 2,500.0

F U N D I N G :  (T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l la r s )
G E N E R A L F U N D  
F E D E R A L F U N D S  
O TH ER  
T O T A L

■
' O'" 0 ■ u u 0

P O S I T I O N S :

F U L L -T IM E
PA R T -T IM E
T E M P O R A R Y

0 0 0 0 0

/ 'r > ;\

■ 3 t &

A N A L Y S I S  :  (A t ta c h  a  sep a ra te  p ag e  i f  n e c e s s a ry ) The division Of insurance estimates that
1,250.0 would be generated in FY88 and 2,500.0 in subsequent years. There i
no fiscal impact on Public Safety. The bill creates additional revenue whic
may be available to fund the Fire Commission and other .fi^ejDrevention/train
programs. We intend to submit a supplemental budget i m r m s n t to utilize th
revenue source. D .

P re p a re d  by-___________Gordon E. Brunton
D i v i s i o n :  Fire Prevention____________

A p p ro v e d  b y  C o m m is s i o n e r : ____
A g e n c y : _____Piih1.ic.Safe.ty_

p * r f >

2 2 l Q z l

P h o n e : 
D a t e : .

465-4331
'4/15/87

ng
s

D a t e :

D is t r ib u t io n  (b y  p r e p a r e r ) :  
L e g is la t iv e  F in a n c e  
L e g is la t iv e  S p o n s o r  
R e q u e s to r
O f f i c e  o f  M an a g em en t a n d  B u d g e t 
Im p a c te d  A g c n c y (ie s )
S e n a te  S e c re ta ry

page. of



S e n a t e  Bil 1 224

The Division of Fire Prevention would fund the following on a 
priority basis should the Legislature appropriate monies 
generated by SB 224:

Ecic^iiy 

1.

Amount

110.0

2. 412.7

3. 180.0

BBU

FP

62.2 FP
56.5 FP
54.9 FST
53.0 FST

58.0 FP

79.0 FP
11 .0 FST
18.0 FP

20.1 FST

Descci2 iiQQ

Provide funding to cover plan 
review program receipts 
shortfall. The downturn in the 
economy is projected to result in 
a substantial shortfall which 
would cause the loss of 1.5 more 
positions in FY 88.

Restore p o  
FY 83:
a. PCN 12-
b. PCN 12-
c. PCN 12-
d. PCN 12- 
Educat ion
e. PCN 12-
f . Restore 
(Personal

(1) Fire
(2) Fire

g. Restore 
88 (13.1)
h. Restore 
Supervi sor

sitions lost in FY 87 8.

2002 Anch. Supervisor 
2010 DFT11 Anchorage 
2022 Ed Spec I Juneau 
2020 Ed Spec I (Public 
Speciali st)
2008 DFf1I Fairbanks 
10% Governor’s cut 

Services)
Prevention BRU 
Service Training BRU 
Premium Pay cut in FY 

and need increase, 
funds to keep FST 
posit ion .

Fund State Fire Commission

The following program increases will assist in accomplishing the 
basic services as identified in "Alaska On Fire," Report of the 
Task Force on Fire Prevention and Control:

4.a 100.0 FST Restore travel increase requested
in the FY 86 budget. Uill 
provide for non-employee travel 
and per diem for technical 
assistance teams, itinerant 
instructors, curricula workshops, 
firefighter and fire officer 
training, standards development 
and for staff certification 
visits. (Task Force Report CTFRJ, 
pp. 44-45)
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Restore travel funds for code 
enforcement cut in FY86-88. This 
would reinstate the high-risk 
priority inspection program; 
eliminate the charge back plan to 
users and other state agencies as 
proposed for FY 88; provide vital 
oversight and technical 
assistance to VPSO safety 
programs; provide better 
technical assistance to local 
fire departments while addressing 
fire hazards in the most critic'l 
occupancies. 23.6 lost in FY 87,
6.0 lost in FY 86. (TFR, p. 57)
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113.0 FST Restore the FY 88 (38.0) and FY
87 (75.0) grants decrement. Many 
basic needs of the over 250 fire 
departments can be met at the 
local level. Regional training 
programs can be funded to better 
utilize existing facilities.
Other organizations need 
assistance in specialty areas:
a. Provide funds to assist with 
the Public Fire Safety Education 
seminar (cancelled in 1986).
b. Provide 2 fire inspection 
training seminars (none held in 
1ast 2 years).
c. Provide assistance to the 
Arson Seminar.
d. Provide assistance to 
firefighters/fire chiefs 
conferences.
e. Provide assistance to 
duplicate the Federal Community 
Volunteer programs (TFR, p. 46)
f. Grant monies to assist local 
communities with the Learn Not To 
Burn program. (TFR, p. 42)
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Restore contractual decrements of 
FY 88 (30.0) aid FY 87 (35.0). 
These funds uould provide the 
foil owing services:
a. Publication of a fire service 
directory.
b. Support publication of Fire 
Service Newsletter (none 
published for last 2 years).
c. Publish directory of fire 
service equipment for use by
1ocal'departments. (TFR, p. 49)
d. Technical assistance to more 
timely adopt codes (our slow 
process is thoroughly addressed 
in TFR p p . 53-55).
e. To contract or RSA to 
Information Systems Section funds 
to provide enhancements to the 
ANFIRS network. This would make 
the system more useful to local 
and state agencies who use the 
system. (TFR, p. 65)
f. Contractual funds to 
computerize the Inspection File 
Maintenance system.

Restore contractual decrements in 
FST and add funding to implement 
the Task Force recommendations:
a. Develop new curricula:

(1) Haz-Mat, TFR, p. 45
(2) Arson, TFR, p. 51
(3) Firefighter career ladder, 

TFR, p. 45
(4) Fire Inspector, TFR, p. 54
(5) Public fire educator, TFR,

P. 45
(6) Others as identified as 

needed.
b. Computer program upgrade and 
integration•



mo.

2 5 . 0

3 0 . 0

5 . 0

1 5 . 0

5 . 0

10.0

3 0 . 0

CciDniiii

3. The  P u b l i c  F i r e  S a f e t y  E d u c a t i o n  
P r o g r a m  h a s  b e e n  t r a n s f e r r e d  f r o m  
FP  t o  F S T .  S p e c i f i c  f u n d i n g  t o  
a d m i n i n s t e r  an e f f e c t i v e  p r o g r a m  
n e v e r  came u i t h  t h e  p o s i t i o n .  
P r o v i d e  f u n d i n g  t o  a d m i n i s t e r  a 
P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n  P r o g r a m :
a .  P r o m o t e  r e s i d e n t i a l  s p r i n k l e r  
a n d  smo k e  d e t e c t o r  demos  ( F e d .  
f u n d s  e x p i r e  9 / S 7 )  T FR ,  p p .  3 9 - 4 1
b .  L e n d i n g  l i b r a r y  u p g r a d e .  
D u p l i c a t i o n  a nd  c o n v e r s i o n  o f  
f i l m s  t o  c a s s e t t e s ;  e s t a b l i s h  
r e s o u r c e  c e n t e r s  i n  F b k s  and 
J u n e a u  t o  i m p r o v e  p u b l i c  a c c e s s .  
T F R ,  p .  41
c .  P u b l i s h  a r e s o u r c e  g u i a e  f o r  
l o c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s .  TFR p .  41
d .  T r a v e l  f o r  E d .  S p e c ,  and  
n o r - e m p 1 o y e e  s p e c i a l i s t s  t o  do 
i n - s e r v i c e  w o r k  and  a s s i s t  i n
1 o c 31 p r o g r a m  p l a n n i n g .
e .  S u p p l i e s  and  m a t e r i a l s .

E s t a b l i s h  a t o l l - f r e e  A r s o n  
H o t  1 i r . e  . TFR p . 8 1

A r s o n  P r e v e n t i o n  8< E n f o r c e m e n t  
a c t i v i t i e s .
a .  S u p p o r t  o f  J u v e n i l e  c o u n s e l i n g
b .  S u p p o r t  o f  a w a r e n e s s  S. 
e d u c a t i o n  c a m p a i g n .  TFR pp .
80-81

• .v< * u*. • *. »c: v •

1 1 .  3 0 . 0  A l l  R e s t o r e  and a dd  e q u i p m e n t  f u n d s .
E a u i p m e n t  f u n d s  h a v e  b e e n  
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  o t h e r  c o m p o n e n t s ;  
p u r c h a s e s  h a v e  b e e n  d e l a y e d .
a .  p o r t a b l e  r a d i o s
b .  p a g e r s
c .  c o m p u t e r  h a r d w a r e  & s o f t w a r e
d .  f i e l c  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  k i t s
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1 2 .  4 0 . 0  FST  P r o v i d e  r e f r e s h e r  t r a i n i n g  t o
V. -Su anc  r u r a l  s c h o o l  s a f e t y  
i n s p e c t i o n  p r o g r a m

1 3 .  7 0 . 0  FST  Ago 1 n e u  E d .  S p e c ,  p o s i t i o n  t o
F a i r b a n k s  o f f i c e .

1 4 .  6 5 . 0  A l l  Add 1 n e u  A d m i n i s t r a t i y e
A s s i s t a n t  t o  p e r f o r m  - u o g e t  s n a  
many  d u t i e s  o f  t h e  d e p u t y  
d i r e c t o r  p o s i t i o n .

—    : -
1 . 3 9 5 . 7  B u d g e t  i n c r e a s e

1 , 2 0 1 . 0  E x i s t i n g  G o v .  R e v .  FY 3 3  T o t a l

2 . 5 9 6 . 7  T o t a l  B u d g e t .



C i t y  c f  
K e tc h ik a n
Fire P r o t e c t io n  S e r v i c e s

334 Front Street 
Ketchikan. Alaska 99901 
907-225-3111

A p r i l  1 3 ,  1 9 8 7

S e n a t o r  T i m  K e l l e y  
L a b o r  & C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  
P . O .  B o x  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  K e l l e y :

S B  2 2 4  a n d  H B 2 3 0  h a v e  b e e n  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  f r a n c h i s e  t a x  o n  
f i r e  i n s u r a n c e  p r e m i u m s  f r o m  t h e  p r e s e m :  l e v e l  o f  2 . 7 %  t o  t h e  p r e - 1 9 8 7  
l e v e l  o f  3 % .

W h i l e  t h e  m o n i e s  r a i s e d  b y  t h i s  t a x  c a n n o t  b e  d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  f i r e  
p r o t e c t i o n  s e r v i c e s  f u r n i s h e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  
i t  c a n  b e  r e s e r v e d  f o r  t h a t  u s e  a n d  c a n  f u n d  t h e  S t a t e  F i r e  M a r s h a l ' s  
O f f i c e ,  F i r e  S e r v i c e  T r a i n i n g ,  a n d  t h e  S t a t e  F i r e  C o m m i s s i o n .

A s  y o u  k n o w ,  t h e  S t a t e  F i r e  C o m m i s s i o n  w a s  c r e a t e d  l a s t  s e s s i o n  b u t  h a s  

n o t  b e e n  f u n d e d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  r e v e n u e  c r i s i s .

P l e a s e  s u p p p o r t  t h e  a b o v e  b i l l !  F i r e  i n s u r a n c e  p r e m i u m  t a x e s  a r e  
c o m m o n l y  u s e d  f o r  s u c h  p u r p o s e s  i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s  a n d  i s  a  " n e w  s o u r c e "  
o f  m o n e y  f o r  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  s a f e t y  
o f  A l a s k a ' s  p e o p l e .

V e r y  t r u l y  y o u r s ,

M . G .  F i s h e r ,  D i r e c t o r  
F i r e  P r o t e c t i o n  S e r v i c e s

Fire P r e v e n t io n  D o e s  N o t  C o s t  - It P a y s !
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Original sponsors: Ulmer, Goll,
Navarre, et al.

IN THE HOUSE BY THE LABOR AND COMMERCE COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 230 (L&C)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the premium tax on certain insur­

ers."

I BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 21.09.210(b) is amended to read:

(b) Each insurer, and each formerly authorized insurer with 

respect to premiums received while an authorized insurer in this 

state, shall pay tax on the total direct premium income received 

during the year ending on the preceding December 31 and paid for the 

insurance of property or risks resident or located in the state in­

cluding [OTHER THAN] wet marine and transportation insurance, after 

deducting from the total direct premium income the applicable cancel­

lations, returned premiums, the unabsorbed portion of any deposit 

premium, all policy dividends, unabsorbed premiums refunded to policy­

holders, refunds, savings, savings coupons and other similar returns 

paid or credited to policyholders with respect to their policies. No 

deductions may be made of cash surrender value of policies. Consider­

ations received on annuity contracts are not included in the direct 

premium income and are not subject to tax. The tax shall be paid to 

the director annually before April 1 , and [, EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN 

AS 21.69.390(c),] is computed at the rate of

(1) for domestic and foreign insurers, except hospital and 

medical service corporations, three [2.7] percent;

(2) for hospital and medical service corporations, six 

percent of their gross premiums less claims paid.

- 1 -  CSHE 230(L&C)



* Sec.. 2. AS 21.09.210(c) is amended to read:

(c) A domestic company organized before January 1, 1987, is

exempt from taxation under this section for a period of five years 

from the date of its organization.

* Sec. 3. AS 21.09.210 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(j) The tax paid to the director under (b) of this section shall 

be deposited in the general fund. The Department of Administration 

shall separately account for 10 percent of the tax collected under (b) 

of this section and deposited in the general fund. The annual esti- 

mated balance in the account may be used by the legislature to fund 

the State Fire Commission (AS 44.41) and other fire prevention and

training services.

* Sec. 4. AS 21.33.055(a) is repealed and reenacted to read:

(a) Each nonadmitted insurer shall pay a tax on premium receipts

as provided under AS 21.09.210(b).

* Sec. 5. AS 21.33.061(c) is repealed and reenacted to read:

(c) Each insurer shall pay a tax on premium receipts as provided 

under AS 21.09.210(b).

* Sec. 6. AS 21.66.110 is repealed and reenacted to rea

Sec. 21.66.110. TITLE INSURANCE PREMIUM TAX. Each title insur­

ance company shall pay a tax on premiums received as provided under 

AS 21.09.210(b).

* Sec. 7. AS 21.09.210(d), 21.09.210(h), and AS 21.69.390(c) are re­

pealed.

* Sec. 8. This Act applies to the tax due by April 1, 1988, on direct

premium income received after June 30, 1987, and to the tax due for subse­

quent years.

CSHB 230(L&C) -2-
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SB 226: An Act relating to the practice of optometry.

SB 226 grants authority to the Board of Examiners in Optometry to 
authorize licensed optometrists to administer certain drugs, defined 
in section 3 of the bill. Basically, the bill creates a new category 
of regulation - optometrists qualified to administer drugs. The 
department can support the provision of granting special authorization 
to qualified individuals rather than providing an overall authori­
zation for all licensees as proposed in previous legislation.

Information obtained by the department indicates that a national 
pharmacology examination is available for use through contract with 
the national optometry testing services. In addition, the national 
exams administered to optometry graduates in 1975 and subsequent years 
contained a section relating to pharmacology. Therefore, ssome of the 
72 licensed optometrists in Alaska may already be qualified to 
administer certain drugs.

There are 35 states which presently allow optometrists to administer 
diagnostic drugs, and 13 states which allow optometrists to use both 
diagnostic and therapeutic drugs. Alaska is one of two remaining 
stateswhich do not allow optometrists to administer drugs.

The department does not have the expertise to provide input on the 
type of drugs optometrists should be permitted to administer. There­
fore, the department will defer comment on section 3 of the bill to 
other health professions (i.e., medical, pharmacy, etc.) or to the 
Department of Health and Social Services.

In summary, the department does not oppose the establishment of a 
separate category for optometrists to administer drugs. However, the 
department will remain‘nedtral since it 'does not have the expertise to 
comment on the type of drugs optometrists should be allowed to 
administer. ^

J./ftnfchony Smith, Commissioner
Department of Commence and Economic 
Development

Date=  ____________

7027t
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of optometry ti reflect present day training in the area of
therapeutic care of eye disease relating to eye care •
practiced at the primary level - the level of first contact 
services or the gatekeeper for the patient into the health 
care system.

The map below shows the status of state pharmaceutical 
legislation as it effects optometric practice as of July 15, 
1986. It is time to update optometric law in Alaska so the 
public can be better served by its primary eye care practi­
tioners. Thank you for your support!

S ta te  pharmaceutical legislation.
As of July 15; 19B6-
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WHY ALASKA SHOULD SUPPORT L E G I S L A T I O N  ALLOWING OPTOMETRI STS 
TO F ULLY U T I L I Z E  THEIR T R A I N I N G  I NCLUD ING US ING 

PHARMACEUTICAL AGENTS

O p t o m e t r y  i s  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o f e s s i o n  t h a t  
s p e c i a l i z e s  i n  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  v i s i o n  c a r e .

A.  E d u c a t i o n :  Th e  mode rn o p t o m e t r i s t  h a s  a t t e n d e d  an 
a c c r e d i t e d  s c h o o l  o r  c o l l e g e  o f  o p t o m e t r y  f o r  f o u r  
y e a r s  w i t h  8 0% o f  a l l  o p t o m e t r y  s t u d e n t s  h a v i n g  f o u r  
y e a r s  o f  p r e - o p t o m e t r i c  c o l l e g e  e d u c a t i o n  a nd  a 
b a c h e l o r ' s  d e g r e e .  Th e  i n t e n s i v e  e d u c a t i o n  t h a t  
t h e  o p t o m e t r i c  s t u d e n t  r e c e i v e s  i n c l u d e s  1 5 6  h o u r s  
o f  p h a r m a c o l o g y ,  wh i ch  i s  e q u a l  t o  o r  g r e a t e r  t h a n  
a l l  o t h e r  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o f e s s i o n s  u s i n g  t h e r a p e u t i c  
p h a r m a c e u t i c a l s .  S y s t e m i c  d i s e a s e  a nd  e y e  d i s e a s e  
e d u c a t i o n  a r e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  a n d  c o v e r  c o m p l e t e  
d i a g n o s i s  o f  a l l  eye  d i s e a s e  ( p r i m a r y  a nd  c o m p l i ­
c a t e d )  .

B .  D i s t r i b u t i o n :  A l a s k a  c u r r e n t l y  h a s  5 1  o p t o m e t r i s t s
d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  13 t owns  a n d  c i t i e s  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e .  
S e v e r a l  o p t o m e t r i s t s  p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e s  t o  r e m o t e  
v i l l a g e s  a nd  t own s  s uc h  t h a t  o p t o m e t r i c  c a r e  i s  
a c c e s s i b l e  a n d  a v a i l a b l e  t o  a l l  A l a s k a n s .  S e v e r a l  
o p t o m e t r i s t s  i n  A l a s k a  a r e  e m p l o y e d  by  t h e  F e d e r a l  
g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  s e r v e  l a r g e  s e g m e n t s  o f  t h e  a r m e d  
f o r c e s  a nd  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n s .

C .  C o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n :  A l a s k a n  o p t o m e t r i s t s  a r e  
r e q u i r e d  t o  a t t e n d  a m i n i m u m  o f  . 48 h o u r s  o f  c e r t i ­
f i e d  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  e v e r y  4 y e a r s .  T h i s  e d u ­
c a t i o n  i s  o r i e n t e d  t o w a r d s  p r i m a r y  c a r e  w i t h  d i a g ­
n o s i s ,  t h e r a p y ,  and m a n a g e m e n t  o f  e y e  d i s e a s e  a 
m a j o r  c o m p o n e n t .  I t  h a s  b e e n  c o m p e t e n c y  b a s e d  and  
h a s  i n c l u d e d  a  1( )4 hour -  u n i v e r s i t y  c o u r s e  on ma n a g e ­
men t  o f  e y e  d i s e a s e  t h a t  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  
o p t o m e t r i s t s  a t t e n d e d .

D .  N a t i o n a l  t r e n d s :  I n  4 8  s t a t e s  o p t o m e t r i s t s  p r e s e n t ­
l y  u t i l i z e  d i a g n o s t i c  d r u g s .  I n  1 #  s t a t e s  o p t o m e ­
t r i s t s  u s e  b o t h  d i a g n o s t i c  a n d  t h e r a p e u t i c  d r u g s .  
A l a s k a  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  two r e m a i n i n g  s t a t e s  w i t h o u t
a d r u g  l a w  a l l o w i n g  o p t o m e t r i s t s  t o  u t i l i z e  
p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s .

E .  S a f e t y :  O p t o m e t r i s t s  i n  1 t f  s t a t e s  a r e  u t i l i z i n g
t h e r a p e u t i c  a g e n t s  w i t h  t h e  s ame  s u c c e s s  e n j o y e d  by 
p a t i e n  s o f  p h y s i c i a n s ,  d e n t i s t s ,  o s t e o p a t h s ,  b u s h  
h e a l t h  a i d s  a nd  o t h e r s  who n o w  u s e  t h e s e  a g e n t s .
M o s t  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  a u t h o r i t i e s  a g r e e  o n  s u b s t a n t i a l  
b e n e f i t s  f r o m  o p t o m e t r i c  u s e  o f  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  
a g e n t s .  O p t o m e t r i s t s  h a v e  e m p l o y e d  t h e r a p e u t i c  
d r u g s  i n  We s t  V i r g i n i a  f o r  1 0  y e a r s  w i t h o u t  r e p o r t e d  
i n c i d e n c e  o f  a b u s e  o r  n e g l i g e n c e .  O p t o m e t r i s t s  h a v e  
p r o v e d  c o n v i n c i n g l y  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  i s  t r e a t e d  i n  a 
s a f e  a n d  e f f e c t i v e  ma n n e r .



physicians assistants, military personnel (in some 
cases, non-medical) and patients themselves in self- 
care.

Alaskan Optometry merely wants to update the definition 
of optometry to reflect present day training in the area of 
therapeutic care of eye disease relating to eye care 
practiced at the primary level - the level of first contact 
services or the gatekeeper for the patient into the health 
c a r e  system.



c o m p o n e n t .  I t  h a s  b e e n  c o m p e t a n c y  b a s e d  a nd  h a s  
i n c l u d e d  a 1 0 4  h o u r  u n i v e r s i t y  c o u r s e  on ma n a g e me n t  
o f  e y e  d i s e a s e  t h a t  a m a j o r i t y  o f  A l a s k a n  
o p t o m e t r i s t s  a t t e n d e d .

D .  T o d a y ' s  o p t o m e t r i c  p h a r m a c o l g y  e d u c a t i o n  i s  e q u a l  t o  
o r  i n  e x c e s s  o f  t h a t  o f f e r e d  t o  m e d i c a l ,  d e n t a l ,  
o s t e o p a t h i c ,  o r  p o d i a t r i c  s t u d e n t s  a nd  e a c h  o f  t h o s e  
p r o f e s s i o n s  u s e  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l s  w i t h o u t  s t a t u t o r y  
l i m i t a t i o n s .  R e me mb e r ,  o p t o m e t r y ' s  p h a r m a c o l o g y  
e d u c a t i o n  i s  e q u a l  o r  s u p e r i o r  t o  a l l  o t h e r s  i n  
o c u l a r  and  s y s t e m i c  e y e  r e l a t e d  p h a r m a c o l o g y .

E .  O p t o m e t r i c  e d u c a t i o n  a nd  c o m p e t a n c i e s  a r e  
d r a m a t i c a l l y  s u p e r i o r  t o  many g e n e r a l  p h y s i c i a n s  i n  
t h e r a p e u t i c  e y e  c a r e ,  y e t  g e n e r a l  MD ' s  t r e a t  a l o t  o f  
e y e  d i s e a s e  i n  A l a s k a  du e  t o  a c c e s s  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  
o p h t h a l m o l o g y .  O p t o m e t r i s t s  o f f e r  a s o u n d  
f u n d a m e n t a l  k n o w l e d g e  b a s e ,  e x c e l l e n c e '  i n  t r a i n i n g  
and a d v a n c e d  i n s t r u m e n t a t i o n  n o t  f o u n d  i n  a n o n ­
s p e c i a l i z e d  m e d i c a l  p r a c t i c e .

I I I . S a f e t y

A.  O p t o m e t r i s t s  i n  t h e  4 7  o f  t h e  " l o w e r  4 8 "  h a v e  u s e d  
d i a g n o s t i c  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s  f o r  15  y e a r s  
w i t h o u t  s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n c e  o f  t o x i c  r e a c t i o n s ,  
i m p r o p e r  u s e  o r  m i s u s e .  Mo s t  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  
a u t h o r i t i e s  a g r e e  on  s u b s t a n t i c a l  b e n e f i t s  f r o m  
o p t o m e t r i c  u s e  o f  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s .

B .  O p t o m e t r i s t s  i n  t w e l v e  s t a t e s  now u s e  t h e r a p e u t i c  
a g e n t s  w i t h o u t  s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n c e  o f  p r o b l e m s .

i r I,C .  As w i t h  a l l ’ o p t o m e t r i c ‘ d i a g n o s t i c  d r u g  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  
a l l  t h e r a p e u t i c  l e g i s l a t i o n  p a s s e d  t o  d a t e  ( a n d  
p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n )  r e q u i r e s  s t i f f  e d u c a t i o n  a nd  
t r a i n i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  b e f o r e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  t o  b e g i n  
u s e  o f  t h e r a p e u t i c  a g e n t s .  T h e  m a n d a t o r y  e d u c a t i o n  
i s  e x t e n s i v e ,  c o m p e t e n c y  b a s e d  and  c l i n i c a l l y  
o r i e n t e d .

D .  P r o f e s s i o n a l  c o n s e r v a t i s m  p r o t e c t s  p a t i e n t s  a n d
d o c t o r s :  no  r e a s o n a b l e  d o c t o r  w o u l d  be s u c h  a
m a v e r i c k  a s  t.o t a c k l e  s o m e t h i n g  b e y o n d  h i s / h e r  
c o m p e t a n c y  f o r  t h e  g l o r y  o r  t h e  f e e  i n  t o d a y ' s  
c l i m a t e  o f  m a l p r a c t i c e  o r i e n t e d  p a t i e n t s ,  a t t o r n e y ' s  
a nd  r i s k s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  o p t o m e t r y ' s  t r a c k  r e c o r d  o f  
s a f e t y  i n  d i a g n o s i s  a n d  t h e r a p e u t i c  ma n a gme n t  i s  a s  
much a p r o d u c t  o f  c o n s e r v a t i s m  a s  i t  i s  a p r o d u c t  o f  
c o m p e t a n c y .

E .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e r e  i s  no  m y s t i q u e  a b o u t  t h e r a p e u t i c  c a r e .  
I t ' s  p r o v i d e d  d a i l y  by  p e o p l e  w i t h  l i t t l e  o jr no  
t r a i n i n g  i n  e y e  c a r e  i n c l u d i n g  t e a c h e r s ,  n u r s e s ,



b y  a l l  o f  h e a l t h  c a r e .  N o n - s u r g i c a l  h e a l t h  
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a r e  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  l e s s  c o s t l y  t o  t h e  
p u b l i c  d u e  t o  l o w e r  t r a i n i n g  c o s t s  and  t h e r e f o r e  
l o w e r  c h a r g e s .

I I .  E d u c a t i o n

A.  O p t o m e t r i s t s  i n  A l a s k a  a r e  t h e  o n l y  p r i m a r y  l e v e l  
p r a c t i t i o n e r  w i t h  e d u c a t i o n  e q u a l  a nd  e x c e e d i n g  p e e r s  
b u t  i s  s e v e r e l y  l i m i t e d  by m e d i c a l  ( o p h t h a l m o l o g y )  
l i c e n s e  m o n o p o l y .  F o r  y e a r s  o p t o m e t r i s t s  h a v e  b e e n  
s t a t u t o r i l y  r e q u i r e d  t o  d i a g n o s e  p r o p e r l y  a n d  h a v e  
d o n e  an  e f f e c t i v e  j o b .  D i a g n o s i s  i s  t h e  mo s t  
i m p o r t a n t  j o b  and  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  t h e r a p e u t i c  e y e  
c a r e  a nd  now w i t h  o u r  t r a i n i n g  i n  p h a r m a c o l o g y  a n d  
d i s e a s e  m a n a g e m e n t ,  O D ' s  a r e  r e a d y  t o  s e r v e  t h e i r  
p a t i e n t s  p r i m a r y  c a r e  n e e d s  t o t a l l y !

•
B .  The  mo d e r n  o p t o m e t r i s t  h a s  a t t e n d e d  an  a c c r e d i t e d  

s c h o o l  o r  c o l l e g e  o f  o p t o m e t r y  f o r  f o u r  y e a r s  w i t h  
80% o f  a l l  o p t o m e t r y  s t u d e n t s  h a v i n g  f o u r  y e a r s  o f  
p r e - o p t o m e t r i c  c o l l e g e  e d u c a t i o n  a nd  a b a c h e l o r ' s  
d e g r e e .  Th e  i n t e n s i v e  e d u c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  o p t o m e t r i c  
s t u d e n t  r e c e i v e s  i n c l u d e s  1 5 6  h o u r s  o f  p h a r m a c o l o g y ,  
w h i c h  i s  e q u a l  t o  o r  g r e a t e r  t h a n  a l l  o t h e r  h e a l t h  
c a r e  p r o f e s s i o n s  u s i n g  t h e r a p e u t i c  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l s .  
S y s t e m i c  d i s e a s e  a nd  e y e  d i s e a s e  e d u c a t i o n  a r e  
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  a nd  c o v e r  c o m p l e t e  d i a g n o s i s  o f  a l l  e y e  
d i s e a s e  ( p r i m a r y  a nd  c o m p l i c a t e d . )  Th e  c o u r s e s  a r e  
mo r e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  on  o c u l a r  p h a r m a c o l o g y  t h a n  a n y  
o t h e r  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o f e s s i o n  i n c l u d i n g  m e d i c i n e .  Th e  
c o u r s e s  do  n o t  t r a i n  O D ' s  t o  t r e a t  s y s t e m i c  d i s e a s e  
b u t  r a t h e r  t o  r e c o g n i z . e  i t  a nd  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  o c u l a r  
m a n i f e s t a t i o n s .  E m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  c a r e  i s  t a u g h t  
r e l a t i n g  t o  o c u l a r  d r u g s  i n  f i r s t  a i d ,  a n t i d o t e s ,  
s h o c k ,  s e i z u r e ,  a nd  CPR .

Ey e  d i s e a s e  e d u c a t i o n  t a u g h t  a t  s c h o o l s  and  
c o l l e g e s  o f  o p t o m e t r y  i s  t h e  m o s t  i n t e n s e  
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  c o u r s e  o f  a n y  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
s c h o o l  t e a c h i n g  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  d i s e a s e s  
( d i f f e r e n t i a l  d i a g n o s i s ) ,  p r o p e r  o c u l a r  d i s e a s e  
ma n a g e me n t  i n c l u d i n g  d i s e a s e  r e s i s t a n c e ,  
c o m p l i c a t i o n s ,  p r o b a b l e  t h e r a p e u t i c  r e s p o n s e ,  
r e f e r r a l  and  n e e d  f o r  t i m e l y  c o u r s e  o f  t r e a t m e n t .  
T h e s e  s u b j e c t s  a r e  t a u g h t  by h i g h l y  q u a l i f i e d  e x p e r t s  
i n c l u d i n g  o p t o m e t r i s t s  b o a r d  c e r t i f i e d  o p h t h a l m o l ­
o g i s t s  and  s u b s p e c i a l i s t  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s .

C .  C o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n :  A l a s k a n  o p t o m e t r i s t s  a r e
r e q u i r e d  t o  a t t e n d  a m i n i mum o f  4_8 h o u r s  o f  c e r t i f i e d  
c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  e v e r y  4 y e a r s .  T h i s  e d u c a t i o n  
i s  o r i e n t e d  t o w a r d s  p r i m a r y  c r . r e  w i t h  d i a g n o s i s ,  
t h e r a p y ,  a nd  ma n a g eme n t  o f  e y e  d i s e a s e  a m a j o r



D e c e m b e r  1 ,  1 9 8 6
D e a r  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t o r ,

Th e  p r o f e s s i o n  o f  o p t o m e t r y  i s  u n d e r g o i n g  a s i g n i f i c a n t  
e x p a n s i o n  i n  t h e  s c o p e  o f  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  i t  c a n  o f f e r  t o  
p a t i e n t s .  On t h e  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l  f o r t y - e i g h t  s t a t e s  now h a v e  
l a w s  t h a t  a l l o w  o p t o m e t r i s t s  t o  u t i l i z e  d i a g n o s t i c  
p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  e y e ,  and  t w e l v e  o f  
t h e s e  s t a t e s  a l l o w  o p t o m e t r i s t s  t o  t r e a t  e y e  c o n d i t i o n s  w i t h  
t h e r a p e u t i c  d r u g s .

A l a s k a  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  two r e m a i n i n g  s t a t e s  w i t h o u t  a l a w  
t h a t  a l l o w s  o p t o m e t r i s t s  t o  u t i l i z e  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s .
Y e t  A l a s k a n  o p t o m e t r i s t s  a r e  among t h e  b e s t  t r a i n e d  i n  t h e  
n a t i o n .  The  m a j o r i t y  o f  o p t o m e t r i s t s  i n  A l a s k a  h a v e  
s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p l e t e d  a c o m p e t a n c y  b a s e d  1 0 4 , h o u r  u n i v e r s i t y  
c o u r s e  on  ma n a g e me n t  o f  e y e  d i s e a s e .

Th e  p e o p l e  o f  A l a s k a  w o u l d  g r e a t l y  b e n e f i t  f r o m  e x p a n s i o n  
o f  t h e  s c o p e  o f  o p t o m e t r y .  P l e a s e  t a k e  a f e w  m i n u t e s  t o  
s t u d y  t h e  n e x t  f ew  p a g e s .  Th e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  o p t o m e t r i c  
s e r v i c e s  w o u l d  a l l o w  A l a s k a n s  l o  e n j o y  b e t t e r  e y e  c a r e  a t  a 
l o w e r  c o s t .

I .  Need

A.  O D ' s  a r e  t h e  b e s t  d i s t r i b u t e d  t r a i n e d  e y e  c a r e  
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i n  r u r a l  A l a s k a .  A l a s k a  c u r r e n t l y  h a s

S I  9 f  o p t o m e t r i s t s  d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  1 3  t o w n s  and  c i t i e s  
a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e .  S e v e r a l  o p t o m e t r i s t s  p r o v i d e  
s e r v i c e s  t o  r e m o t e  v i l l a g e s  a nd  t o w n s  s u c h  t h a t  
o p t o m e t r . i c ,  c a r e  i i s  a c c e s s i b l e  and  a v a i l a b l e  t o  a l l  
A l a s k a n s ' .  ’ S e v e r a l  o p t o m e t r i s t s  i n  A l a s k a  a r e  
e m p l o y e d  by t h e  F e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  a nd  s e r v e  l a r g e  
s e g m e n t s  o f  t h e  a r me d  f o r c e s  a nd  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n s .

B .  B e t t e r  q u a l i t y  c a r e :  O D ' s  a r e  b e t t e r  t r a i n e d  t h a n
any  o f  t h e  p r i m e r y  h e a l t h  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  who mu s t  p r o ­
v i d e  t h e r a p e u t i c  e y e  c a r e  due  t o  l i m i t e d  a c c e s s  t o  
o p h t h a l m o l o g i c a l  c a r e .

C .  I n c r e a s e d  a c c e s s  a nd  a v a i l a b i l i t y  t o  c a r e  i s  a l s o  a 
b e n e f i t  i n  t h a t  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  g e t  c a r e  q u i c k l y  r e ­
d u c e s  d i s c o m f o r t  a nd  s u f f e r i n g ,  r e d u c e s  e x t r a  t r a v e l  
t i m e  and c o s t ,  a nd  r e d u c e s  d e l a y e d  c a r e  due  t o  
r e f e r r a l s  t o  r e m o t e  s p e c i a l i s t s .

D .  C o n t r o l l i n g  c o s t s :  t h e r a p e u t i c  p r i m a r y  e y e  c a r e  by
o p t o m e t r i s t s  r e d u c e s  u n n e c e s s a r y  r e f e r r a l  a nd  
m a x i m i z e s  p r i m a r y  l e v e l  p r a c t i t i o n e r ' s  t r a i n i n g  a nd  
s k i l l s .  O p t o m e t r i s t s  e n t e r i n g  i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  w o u l d  
p r o d u c e  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  t h e  e y e  c a r e  m a r k e t  -  a 
n a t u r a l  way o f  c o n t r o l l i n g  c o s t  e s c a l a t i o n  s u f f e r e d
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We, the undersigned authorized representatives of the 

Legislative Committee of the Alaska Optometric 

Association and the Legislative Affairs Committee of 

the Alaska Association of Ophthalmology, assign the 

support of our respective organizations to the attached 

negotiated bill that amends the current Alaska optometry 

statute. By our signatures below and on the attached
• i

bill we attest that support. We will, if called Hipon-,

t e s t i f y  b e f o r e  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i n  f a v o r  o f  

t h e  b i l l  a s  w r i t t e n .  T h i s  a g r e e m e n t  e x p i r e s  a t  t h e  e n d  

o f  t h e  1 9 8 7  s e s s i o n . o f  t h e  1 5 t h  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e .

>



this legislation past the 1987 session of the 15th Alaska 

Legislature may repolarize our groups and make further compro­

mise difficult.

Thank you for listening to my statement of support for 

Senate Bill No. 226.

Respectfully,

Lynn j. coon, O.D.



L e g i s l a t i v e  C o m m i t t e e .  W e a g r e e d  t o  e x c l u d e  t h e  u s e  o f  p r e ­

s c r i p t i o n  d r u g s  f o r  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  e y e  d i s e a s e ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  

f o u r t e e n  s t a t e s  c u r r e n t l y  h a v e  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  a l l o w s  o p t o m e ­

t r i s t s  t o  m a n a g e  c e r t a i n  e y e  d i s e a s e s  w i t h  d r u g s .  B e c a u s e  o f  

t h i s  c h a n g e  i n  o u r  p o s i t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t r e a t m e n t  o f  e y e  d i s e a s e ,  

w e  f e e l  w e  e x c l u d e d  8 0  p e r c e n t  o f  o u r  o r i g i n a l  g o a l  w h i c h  w a s

t o  a l l o w  t h e  A l a s k a n  o p t o m e t r i s t  t o  p r a c t i c e  a t  t h e  f u l l  l e v e l

o f  h i s  o r  h e r  c u r r e n t  t r a i n i n g .  I n  f a i r n e s s  t o  t h e  A l a s k a

A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  O p h t h a l m o l o g y ,  I  a m  c e r t a i n  t h e y  a l , s o  f e e l  t h a t

S e n a t e  b i l l  N o .  2 2 6  i s  a  m a j o r  c o n c e s s i o n  o n  t h e i r  p a r t .  A f t e r  

a l l ,  S e n a t e  B i l l  N o .  2 2 6  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  f i r s t  s u c c e s s f u l  

a t t e m p t  o f  o u r  t w o  s o m e w h a t  p o l a r i z e d  g r o u p s  t o  n e g o t i a t e  o n  

t h e  m a t t e r  o f  o p t o m e t r i s t s  u s i n g  d r u g s .

I congratulate Senator Fischer for recommending the 

negotiating process, the opthalmologists who were involved in 

the process, our Legislative Committee of optometrists and this 

great nation that allows for constructive negotiations as one 

method to settle disputes.

B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  d e s i r e  f r o m  b o t h  o r g a n i z e d  o p t o m e t r y  a n d  

o p h t h a l m o l o g y  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  t o  p a s s  S e n a t e  B i l l  N o .  

2 2 6 ,  I  a s k  a n d  r  a y  t h a t  y o u ,  t h e  S e n a t e  H E S S  C o m m i t t e e ,  a s  

w e l l  a s  y o u r  l e g i s l a t i v e  c o l l e a g u e s  i n  t h e  S e n a t e  a n d  H o u s e ,  

w i l l  s e e k  i m m e d i a t e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  b i l l  a s  w r i t t e n .  D e l a y  o f



s p e c i a l i s t s  a n d  s u b s p e c i a l i s t  p h y s i c i a n s ,  c l i n i c a l  t r a i n i n g  i s  

b r o a d  b a s e d  i n  s c h o o l  c l i n i c s ,  p r i v a t e  o p t o m e t r i c  a n d  o p h t h a l -  

m o l o g i c a l  o f f i c e s ,  h o s p i t a l  r e s i d e n c i e s ,  h e a l t h  m a i n t e n a n c e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  a n d  m i l i t a r y  h o s p i t a l  c l i n i c s ,  

I n d i a n  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s ,  c o m m u n i t y  t e a c h i n g  h o s p i t a l s ,  a n d  

m u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y  c o m m u n i t y  h e a l t h  c . i n i c s .  A l a s k a n  o p t o m e ­

t r i s t s  a r e  a l s o  r e q u i r e d  t o  a t t e n d  a  m i n i m u m  o f  4 8  n o u r s  o f

c e r t i f i e d  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  e v e r y  4 y e a r s .  O p t o m e t r i s t s

«
o f f e r  a  s o u n d  k n o w l e d g e  b a s e ,  e x c e l l e n c e  i n  . t r a i n i n g  a n d  

a d v a n c e d  d i a g n o s t i c  s k i l l s  t h a t  w i l l  b e n e f i t  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  

A l a s k a  i f  S e n a t e  B i l l  N o .  2 2 6  b e c o m e s  s t a t u t e .

A s  w i t h  o p t o m e t r i c  d r u g  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s ,  

S e n a t e  B i l l  M o .  2 2 6  p r o v i d e s  f o r  o p t o m e t r y  b o a r d  r e g u l a t i o n  a n d  

e x a m i n a t i o n  f o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  p r o p e r l y  t r a i n e d  o p t o m e t r i s t s .  

T h e  b o a r d  w i l l  a l s o  r e q u i r e  s a t i s f a c t o r y  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  

c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  ' r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  r e n e w a l  o f  t h e  e n d o r s e -
• t '

m e n t  t o  u s e  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s .  T h i s  b i l l  w i l l  n o t  a l l o w  

" g r a n d f a t h e r i n g "  o f  p r e s e n t l y  l i c e n s e d  o p t o m e t r i s t s .  E a c h  

o p t o m e t r i s t  w i l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  p r o v i d e  e v i d e n c e  o f  h a v i n g  

r e c e i v e d  t h e  r e q u i r e d  t r a i n i n g  a n d  d e m o n s t r a t e  c o m p e t e n c e  i n  

o r d e r  t o  b e  c e r t i f i e d  t o  u s e  d i a g n o s t i c  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s .

T h e  c o m p r o m i s e  t h a t  w a s  r e a c h e d  b e t w e e n  o p t o m e t r y  a n d  

o p h t h a l m o l o g y  i s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p o s i t i o n  c h a n g e  o f  o u r



t h e  p e o p l e  o f  A l a s k a  d e s e r v e  t o  h a v e  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  m o d e r n  

e x a m i n a t i o n  m e t h o d s  i n  a l l  e y e  d o c t o r s '  o f f i c e s .

B y  a l l o w i n g  t h e  A l a s k a n  o p t o m e t r i s t  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  m o r e  

e y e  d i s e a s e  d e t e c t i o n  t e c h n i q u e s ,  d i s c o m f o r t ,  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  

v i s i o n  l o s s  w i l l  b e  r e d u c e d  t o  m a n y  o f  t h e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  p e o p l e  

i n  A l a s k a  t h a t  u s e  o u r  s e r v i c e s .  C o s t s  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  A l a s k a  

w i l l  b e  r e d u c e d  b y  p r o p e r l y  l i c e n s e d  o p t o m e t r i s t s  p r o d u c i n g  

m o r e  c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  t h e  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s  t h a t  ;a r e  c u r r e n t l y  

t h e  m a j o r  g r o u p  t h a t  u t i l i z e  t h e s e  a g e n t s .  T r a v e l  f o r  c e r t a i n  

d i a g n o s t i c  t e s t s  w i l l  a l s o  b e  r e d u c e d  d u e  t o  t h e  w i d e r  g e o g r a ­

p h i c  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  o p t o m e t r i s t s .

O p t o m e t r i s t s  a r e  p r o p e r l y  e d u c a t e d  t o  s a f e l y  a n d  e f f e c t ­

i v e l y  u s e  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s .  I  p e r s o n a l l y  w a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  

f o r  p a r t  o f  t h e  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h i s  a r e a  s t u d e n t s  a t  P a c i f i c  

U n i v e r s i t y  C o l l e g e  o f  . O p t o m e t r y  w e r e  e x p o s e d  t o  b e t w e e n  1 9 7 6
i i

a n d  1 9 8 3 .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  I  t a u g h t  m u c h  o f  t h e  s a m e  m a t e r i a l  t o  a  

l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  o p t o m e t r i s t s  i n  O r e g o n ,  W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  I d a h o .  

T h e  i n t e n s i v e  e d u c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  a v e r a g e  m o d e r n  o p t o m e t r y  

s t u d e n t  r e c e i v e s  i n c l u d e s  1 5 6  h o u r s  o f  p h a r m a c o l o g y ,  w h i c h  i s  

e q u a l  t o  o r  g r e a t e r  t h a n  a l l  o t h e r  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  

u s i n g  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s .  E y e  d i s e a s e  e d u c a t i o n  i s  

s i m i l a r l y  i n t e n s e  a n d  i s  t a u g h t  b y  q u a l i f i e d  e x p e r t s  i n c l u d i n g  

o p t o m e t r i s t s ,  b o a r d  c e r t i f i e d  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s  a n d  o t h e r



j o i n t  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  S e n a t e  B i l l  N o .  2 2 6 .  T h a t  

m i l e s t o n e  r e s o l u t i o n  i s  i n c l u d e d  i n  y o u r  i n f o r m a t i o n  p a c k e t .

S e n a t e  B i l l  M o .  2 2 6  e s s e n t i a l l y  e x p a n d s  t h e  s c o p e  o f  

o p t o m e t r i c  p r a c t i c e  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  u s e  o f  s p e c i f i c  p h a r m a c e u ­

t i c a l  a g e n t s  f o r  e x a m i n a t i o n  p u r p o s e s .  O p t o m e t r i s t s  i n  4 8  o f  

t h e  s t a t e s  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t ,  a s  d e f i n e d  b y  s t a t u t e ,  t o  u s e  t h e s e  

a g e n t s .  O n  J u l y  1 6 ,  1 9 7 1 ,  R h o d e  I s l a n d  p a s s e d  t h e  i n i t i a l

l e g i s l a t i o n  a l l o w i n g  o p t o m e t r i s t s  t o  u t i l i z e  d r u ^ g s .  N o w ,  t h e  

o n l y  s t a t e s  t h a t  d o  n o t  a l l o w  s o m e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  d r u g s  b y  

o p t o m e t r i s t s  a r e  M a r y l a n d ,  a n d ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  A l a s k a  I B e c a u s e  

o f  t h e  w i d e  g e o g r a p h i c  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  A l a s k a n  o p t o m e t r i s t s  a n d  

t h e  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  t r a i n i n g  l e v e l  o f  t h e  m o d e r n  o p t o m e t r i s t ,  t h e  

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  i s  s e r i o u s l y  o v e r d u e  i n  p a s s i n g  a p p r o p r i a t e  

l e g i s l a t i o n .

O p t o m e t r i s t s  h a v e  c o n c l u s i v e l y  p r o v e d  t h a t  t h e y  a r e
• t

c a p a b l e  o f  j u d i c i o u s  u s e  o f  t h e  r e q u e s t e d  d r u g s .  L i t e r a l l y  

t h o u s a n d s  o f  c a s e s  o f  e y e  d i s e a s e  h a v e  b e e n  d e t e c t e d  a n d  d i a g ­

n o s e d  b y  o p t o m e t r i s t s  i n  t h e  1 5  y e a r s  s i n c e  t h e  i n i t i a l  s t a t u t e  

w a s  s i g n e d  i n t o  l a w .  T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  t y p e s  o f  e y e  d i s e a s e  a n d  

c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  c a n n o t  b e  a d e q u a t e l y  d e t e c t e d  u n l e s s  t h e  

o p t o m e t r i s t  c a n  u s e  t h e s e  d r u g s .  O p t o m e t r i s t s  i n  A l a s k a  a r e  

c u r r e n t l y  l i a b l e  f o r  n o t  d e t e c t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  m a y  o n l y  b e  

f u l l y  r e v e a l e d  a f t e r  t h e  u s e  o f  c e r t a i n  o f  t h e s e  d r u g s .  A n d



In t h e  p a s t  f i f t e e n  o r  s o  y e a r s  o p t o m e t r i s t s  i n  A l a s k a ,  

a s  w e l l  a s  e v e r y  o t h e r  s t a t e ,  h a v e  s o u g h t  p a s s a g e  o f  l e g i s l a ­

t i o n  t h a t  w o u l d  a l l o w  o p t o m e t r i s t s  t o  p r a c t i c e  a t  t h e  f u l l  

l e v e l  o f  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g .  T h i s  p r a c t i c e  e x p a n s i o n  w o u l d  i n c l u d e  

t h e  u s e  o f  c e r t a i n  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s .  I  a m  c u r r e n t l y  

c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  O p t o m e t r i c  

A s s o c i a t i o n .  O u r  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  

P r e s i d e n t :  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  O p t o m e t r i c  A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  e m p o w e r e d  t o  

s e e k  p a s s a g e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w o u l d  a l l o w  p r o p e r l y  t r a i n e d ,
I

q u a l i f i e d  a n d  l i c e n s e d  o p t o m e t r i s t s  t o  e m p l o y  c e r t a i n  d r u g s  a n d  

t e c h n i q u e s  u s e d  i n  t h e  d i a g n o s i s  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  e y e  c o n d i ­

t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  e y e  d i s e a s e s .

S e n a t e  B i l l  N o .  2 2 6  r e p r e s e n t s  a  c a r e f u l l y  n e g o t i a t e d ,  

c o n s t r u c t i v e  c o m p r o m i s e  b e t w e e n  t h e  A l a s k a  O p t o m e t r i c  

A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  O p h t h a l m o l o g y .  T h e s e  

! t w o  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  h a v e  l i t e r a l l y  b ^ e n  a t  w a r  f o r  y e a r s  o v e r  t h e
i » t •

r i g h t  o f  o p t o m e t r i s t s  t o  e x p a n d  t h e i r  s c o p e  o f  p r a c t i c e  t o  

i n c l u d e  t h e  u s e  o f  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s .  A f t e r  h o u r s  o f  

n e g o t i a t i n g ,  a  c h o s e n  g r o u p  o f  o p t o m e t r i s t s  a n d  o p h t h a l m o l o ­

g i s t s ,  c h o s e n  b y  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  m a k e  

b i n d i n g  d e c i s i o n s  f o r  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  w a s  a b l e  

t o  c o m p r o m i s e  a n d  p r o d u c e  a  d o c u m e n t  S e n a t e  B i l l  N o .  2 2 6 .  

O p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s ,  D r .  O l i v e r  K o r s h i n  a n a  D r .  E d  C r o u c h ,  m e m b e r s  

o f  t h e  A l a s k a  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  O p h t h a l m o l o g y ,  a n d  I  s i g n e d  a



T E S T I M O N Y  

I N  S U P P O R T  O F  S B  2 2 6  

A P R I L  2 2 ,  1 9 8 7

S e n a t o r s  K e l l y ,  E l i a s o n ,  U e h l i n g ,  F a h r e n k a m p  a n d  

S z y m a n s k i :  M y  n a m e  i s  L y n n  C o o n .  s i n c e  1 9 8 4  I  h a v e  b e e n  a

p r a c t i c i n g  o p t o m e t r i s t  i n  W a s i l l a ,  A l a s k a .  I  e a r n e d  a  D o c t o r  

o f  O p t o m e t r y  d e g r e e  f r o m  P a c i f i c  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  1 9 7 2 .  I n i t i a l l y  

I  p r a c t i c e d  o p t o m e t r y  a s  a n  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  A i r  

F o r c e  f o r  o v e r  f o u r  y e a r s  a t  s e v e r a l  m i l i t a r y  h o s p i t a l s .  N e x t ,  

I  t a u g h t  a  b r o a d  s p e c t r u m  o f  o p t o m e t r y  c o u r s e s  a s  a  f u l l  t i m e  

A s s i s t a n t  P r o f e s s o r  o f  O p t o m e t r y  a t  P a c i f i c  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  

O r e g o n .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  I  h a v e  t a u g h t  h u n d r e d s  o f  h o u r s  o f  

c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  t o  o p t o m e t r i s t s  a n d  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s  i n  

m a n y  p a r t s  o f  o u r  c o u n t r y .  M y  a r e a s  o f  t e a c h i n g  e x p e r t i s e  

i n c l u d e  e x a m i n a t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s ,  c o n t a c t  l e n s e s  a n d  s p e c i f i c  

t o p i c s  i n  d i a g n o s i s  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t s  o f  e y e  d i s e a s e .  I  w a s  a l s o  

c h i e f  i n v e s t i g a t o r  i n  s e v e r a l  U n i v e r s i t y  b a s e d  l o n g i t u d i n a l  

r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s  i n  o r t h o k e r a t o ] o g y , e x t e n d e d  w e a r  c o n t a c t  

l e n s e s  a n d  t h e  c o r n e a l  e n d o t h e l i u m .  I  c u r r e n t l y  s e r v e  o n  t h e  

B o a r d  o f  A d v i s o r s  f o r  P a c i f i c  U n i v e r s i t y  C o l l e g e  o f  O p t o m e t r y .

I  v / a n t  t o  t h a n k  e a c h  o f  y o u  f o r  a l l o w i n g  m e t o  t e s t i f y  

t o d a y  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  N o .  2 2 6 ,  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  

t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  o p t o m e t r y . "
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Alaska State Legislature 
Pouch 5
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Sirs:
I am writing in favor of proposed legislation to allow doctors of 
optometry within the state to dispense diagnostic and therapeutic 
drugs commensurate with their level of training. It has been ms- 
observation that the doctors of optometry with whom I have been 
associated are extremely well skilled and qualified to provide the 
highest level of care in the preservation and improvement of. sight. 
Of necessity, this includes a definitive level of skill in diagnosis 
and appropriate therapy. Unfortunately, health professionals 
skilled in the highly specialized area of eye medicine arc tew and 
far between in this state, and I feel, our doctors of optometry have 
risen to the challenge of providing a more comprehensive level of 
care. Instead of tying their Lands by not allowing them co use 
drugs with which they have been trained at the specialty level, wc 
may be denying them the ability to treat adequately a large 
percentage of our population. I sincerely hope our state laws can 
reflect the degree of support that the medical profession feels in 
supporting other health professionals in their quest for excellence.

Sincerely,

/ T V f
Nigel G. Vtappett, M.D., F.A.C.O.G. 

NGW/clr

cc: Randall V?. Christiansen, O.D.

1 0 0 1  N o b le  S t r e e t  •  F a i r b a n k s ,  A la s k a  9 9 7 0 1  
( 9 0 7 )  4 5 2 * 1 6 1 1



April 16, 1987

Sen. Dick Eliason 
Pouch V 
Juneau, AK

Dear Sen. Eliasonj

Please support Senate Bill 226.

The people of Alaska deserve access to quality affordable eye care. 
Optometry is that vehicle. Many optometrists throughout the state 
provide evening and Saturday appointments and also live as well as 
travel to Alaskan communities where ophthalmologists are not present.

In addition to my Anchorage practice I travel to McGrath and am currently 
the only private practicing- eye doctor providing eye care to that community 
and surrounding villages. Needless to say referrals to Anchorage for 
further evaluation is expensive for these people. I am not only qualified 
but also hold a license in the state of California to practice optometry 
utilizing ophthalmic drugs.

With today's technology and knowledge, ophthalmic drugs are necessary 
to provide quality primary optometric eye care to Alaskans. The resident 
of 48 other states have this privilege.

8 3 0 1  B R IA R W O O D  AVENUE  S U IT E  2 0 3  A N C H O R A G E ,  A LA SK A  9 9 5 0 2  TELEPHONE 3 4 9 - 6 9 3 2
3 4 9 - 6 9 4 1



M a r c h  2 7 ,  1 9 8 7

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
P o u c h  V  j,

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r :

S o u t h c e n t r a l  F o u n d a t i o n  a  n o n - p r o f i t  h e a l t h  a g e n c y  u n d e r  .
C o o k  I n l e t  R e g i o n  I n c o r p o r a t e d  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t a k e  t h i s  t i m e  
t o  e n c o u r a g e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  f o r  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  a l l o w i n g  
t h e  u s e  o f  d i a g n o s t i c  a n d  t h e r a p e u t i c  d r u g s  b y  o u r  o p t o m e t r i s t  
w i t h i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .

W e  f e e l  t h a t  t h e s e  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  t r a i n e d  t o  • 
u t i l i z e  ' t h i s  t y p e  o f  c a r e  s h o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  o f f e r  t h e  s a m e  
s e r v i . c e s  t h a t  i s  c u r r e n t l y  l e g i s l a t e d  i n  4 8  o t h e r  s t a t e s  
a n d  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  l i m i t e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  p o s i t i o n .

W e  e n c o u r a g e  t h a t  y o u  t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p u t  A l a s k a ' s  
e y e  c a r e  i n  p r e s e n t  s t a n d a r d s .

R e s p e c t f u l l y ,

S O U T H C E N T R A L  F O U N D A T I O N

P . J .  O v e r h o l t z e r  
H e a l t h  D e p a r t m e n t  M a n a g e r

P J O / n l

6 7 0  W e s t  F lr e w e e d  L a n e , S u it e  2 3 6 ;  A n c h o ra g e , A la s k a  9 9 5 0 3  
HoxlrS/Arimin (0 0 7 ) 2 7 6 - 3 3 4 3 :  D en»a l 1 9 0 7 )  2 7 6 - 2 7 1 7 :  O o t o m e t r v  ( 9 0 7 )  2 7 6 - 2 7 7 3
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Coon, O.D. 
Larry D. Coon, O.D.

Doctors o f Optometry 
418 North Main/P.O. Box 872167 

Wasilla, Alaska 99687

Telephone: (907) 376-7488

J a n u a r y  2 7 ,  1 9 8 7

A l a s k a n  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  Ak 9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r ,

I  am a n  o p t o m e t r i s t  c u r r e n t l y  p r a c t i c i n g  i n  
W a s i l l a ,  A l a s k a .  I  f u l l y  s u p p o r t  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  
o p t o m e t r y  i n  A l a s k a  t o  e n l a r g e  t h e  s c o p e  o f  o p t o m e t ­
r i c  p r a c t i c e .

O p t o m e t r i s t s  a r e  t r a i n e d  t o  be  p r i m a r y  e y e  c a r e  
p r o v i d e r s  t h a t  u t i l i z e  d i a g n o s t i c  a nd  t h e r a p e u t i c  d r u g s .  
T h i s  e x p e r t i s e  i s  r e c o g n i z e d  by  4 8  o f  t h e  s t a t e s  w h i c h  
a l l o w  o p t o m e t r i s t  t o  u t i l i z e  s ome  f o r m  o f  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  
a g e n t s .  I n  A l a s k a  o p t o m e t r i s t s  a r e  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  
d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  p e r m i t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  A l a s k a n s  a c c e s s  t o  
s p e c i a l i z e d  o p t o m e t r i c  c a r e .

The  p e o p l e  o f  A l a s k a  w o u l d  b e n e f i t  by  a l l o w i n g  a l l  
h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o p t o m e t r i s t s ,  t o  
p r a c t i c e  a t  t h e  f u l l  l e v e l  o f  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g .  T h e s e  
b e n e f i t s  w o u l d  i n c l u d e  f a s t e r  a c c e s s  t o  o p t o m e t r i s t s  
c a p a b l e  o f  m a n a g i n g  e y e  p a t h o l o g y  a nd  r e d u c e d  c o s t s  i n  
t e r m s  o f  r e d u c e d  t r a v e l ,  u n n e c e s s a r y  o f f i c e  v i s i t s  and  
i n c r e a s e d  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  t h e  h e a l t h  c a r e  f i e l d .

As a p r a c t i c i n g  o p t o m e t r i s t  i n  A l a s k a  I  a s k  f o r  
y o u r  s u p p o r t  i n  a l l o w i n g  o p t o m e t r i s t s  t o  p r o v i d e  e y e  
c a r e  a t  t h e  f u l l  l e v e l  o f  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  
y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  a nd  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

R e s p e c t f u l l y ,

L y n n  J . ^ C o o n ,  O . D .
LJC/lra

III . .
I m i l l  American O p tom etric  Association



PlllggMC. fALCONCR OD 
1C fALCONCROD 
U HARBOUR OD 
DL. THANtPC' NOD 
DR. 6RINKCRH JfF OD

A l a s k a  
E Y E  C A R E  C E N T E R S

13 4 5  W. 9th Aw . 
Anchorage, A laska 9 9 5 0 1

(9 0 7 )  2 7 2  2 5 5 7

DOWNTOWN ANCHOR ACC CAST ANCHOR ACC SOUTH ANCHOR ACC WASILLA CACLC RIVCR

F e b r u a r y  5 ,  1 9 8 7

A l a s k a  S t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  L e g i s l a t u r e :

A l a s k a  i s  o n e  o f  o n l y  t w o  s t a t e s  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  a l l o w  

o p t o m e t r i s t s  t o  u t i l i z e  t h e i r  f u l l  t r a i n i n g  i n  p r a c t i s i n g  
o p t o m e t r y .  T h e  u s e  o f  d i a g n o s t i c  a n d  t h e r a p e u t i c  d r u g s  i s  a  
l a r g e  p a r t  o f  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  i n  a l l  o p t o m e t r y  s c h o o l s  a n d  i s  
i n c l u d e d  a s  a  s e c t i o n  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  B o a r d s ;  a  w r i t t e n  t e s t  
r e q u i r e d  f o r  l i c e n s u r e  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  T h e  r e m o t e n e s s
o f  m a n y  A l a s k a  c o m m u n i t i e s  m a k e  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s u p p l y  c o n t i n ­
u e d  q u a l i t y  m e d i c a l  c a r e .  O p t o m e t r i s t s  a r e  m o r e  n u m e r o u s  a n d  
t r a v e l  m o r e  f r e q u e n t l y  t h a n  t h e  o t h e r  e y e - c a r e  p r a c t i t i o n e r  
( o p h t h o m o l o g i s t ) .  G i v e n  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  A l a s k a ' s  o p t o m e t r i s t  
c o u l d  e a s i l y  f i l l  t h e  g a p  t h a t  n o w  e x i s t s  i n  p r o p e r  e y e - h e a l t h

c a r e  i n  m a n y  a r e a s  o f  A l a s k a .

I n  A l a s k a ' s  m a j o r  c i t i e s ,  h e a l t h  c a r e  c o s t s  a r e  i n c r e a s e d ,  
b o t h  t o  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s  b e c a u s e  r e f e r r a l s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  
t o  b e  m a d e  f o r  e y e  t r e a t m e n t s  b y  a n  o p h t h o m o l o g i s t  w h i c h  c o u l d  
b e  m a d e  b y  o p t o m e t r i s t s  o n  t h e  i n i t i a l  v i s i t  i f  t h e  S t a t e  s t a t u e s  
w e r e  u p d a t e d .  A l a s k a  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  a  m o d e r n  a n d  p r o g r e s s i v e  
s t a t e .  P l e a s e  s u p p o r t  t h e  o p t o m e t r i s t ' s  e f f o r t  i n  n e w l y  p r o p o s e d  
l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  p e r m i t  t h e  A l a s k a n  O p t o m t r i s t s  t o  p r a c t i c e  o p t o m e t r y  
t o  i t s  f u l l e s t .

S i n c e r e l y ,

M a y n a r d  F a l c o n e r ,  O . D .



DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
P U B L IC  H E A L T H  S E R V IC E

Alaska State Legislature 

Pouch V

Juneau, AK 99811 

Dear Legislator,

I would like to take this opportunity to roice my support for upcoming 

legislation that would give optometrists the right to practice their profession 

as they were trained; I'm speaking, of course, of the impending law concerning 

the use of diagnostic and therapeutic drugs by optometrists. This law is long 

overdue in Alaska.

It is clear that optometrists receive extensive education and training in 

pharmacology, pathology and the related sciences. To restrict their ability 

to practice the profession for which they were so rigorously and thoroughly 

trained is not only a grave injustice to the optometrists of Alaska, but also 

a disservice to the patients who trust in them for care. It is time for Alaska 

to include itself on the growing list of states who have recognized the value 

of such legislation freeing optometrists to utilize their skills to their 

fullest potential.

From January, 1984 to December, 1985. I *as stationed at the Indian Health 

Service hospital in Bethel, AK., provididng optometric care for the Eskimo 

people of the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta. Because I.H.S. optometrists are governed by 

federal,not state, law,jdi§gnsstic and therapeutic agents could be routinely used 

as indicated in the practice. This is true at most I.H.S. facilities in Alaska and 

the rest of the Unites States aswell. The ability to utilize these pharmacological 

agents added immeasurably to the level of care our patients received—  in some 

cases critical diagnoses that otherwise might have been missed were revealed because 

of the ability to utilize the proper medicines.

In the course of debates oTer this legisation, I am quite sure that you will 

hear fentastic "horror stories" from special interest groups who would like to 

cloud your reason about passage of this bill. But, let me assure youthat optometrists 

are more than adequately educated and trained to utilize those pharmaceuticals covered 

in this bill, and, indeed, they are presently doing so in Alaska and many other 

states.

Sincerely,

JOHN KATZER O.D.



Ĵerimiali 976/ers, O.D.
T h e  V is io n  C lin ic  * P .O . B o x  1 9 4 8  
K o d ia k , A K  9 9 6 1 5  
9 0 7 - 4 8 6 - 6 1 1 7

February 4, 1987

Alaska State Legislature 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Legislator:

As currant legislation turns attention once again to 
the issue of optometric drug legalization, I would like to 
re-inforce the position for both diagnostic and theraputic 
drugs.

With considerations of the two points of rational sense 
that; a) Alaska is the only state in the Union that does not 
have this privilege, b) with the rural layout of Kodiak 
Island in particular, my hands are tied for detection and 
treatment of many Alaskans in the bush that<I sbreen for 
both Elks and Lions Club health fairs. Manyiinhabitants 
rarely get to the civilized communities, where treatment 
for minor infection to blinding glaucoma is available.

ing
Please assist us in using the full scop$ ojf our train-

Sinc erely,

jm/jie

cc: Lynn J. Coon, O.D.
418 N. Main 
Wasilla, Ak. 99687



Dennis A. Swarner, O.D.
Robert D. O ’Connell, O.D.

D oc to rs  o f O p to m e try  
D raw e r 4370 

K ena i, A laska 99611

T e le p h o n e  (907) 283-7575

February 5, 1987

Mike Navarre 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Mr. Navarre;

As a ten year Alaskan resident and a practicing 
Optometrist I urge you to support the proposed legislation 
allowing optometrists to employ the use of drugs for 
diagnostic and therapeutic purposes. That this state 
is one of only two states restricting the use of drugs 
by optometrists is ludicrous. Alaskan military as well 
as public health optometrists have used these agents 
for years, to the benefit of the population. Alaskans 
in the private sector deserve the best medical care 
available, at least as good as that enjoyed by military 
and public health recipients.

Also as the Secretary of the Alaskan State Board 
of Optometry. I feel it is absolutely absurd that a 
Doctor of Optometry licensed to use these drugs in one 
of the lower Fourty Eight States, should choose to practice 
in Alaska and leave his abilities negated by our antiquated 
optometry law.

In conclusion, this legislation has a chance to 
improve Alaska's medical coverage, at no cost to the 
state and at the same time remove the onerous distinction 
of being one of the two remaining states that exclude 
their citizens from the best medical care available.

Thank you.

Robert D. O'Connell, O.D.

IIIIIU
mill'

American O p tom etric  Association
Member
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R. TH O M A S R O SE L IU S . O. D.
2 6 0 0  DENALI SU ITE  6 0 3  
ANCHORAGE. AK. 9 9 8 0 3

Telephone 907 274-7828

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u , A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r :

A s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  O p t o m e t r i c  A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  t h e  
A m e r i c a n  O p t o m e t r i c  A s s o c i a t i o n n  I  a m  w r i t i n g  t o  o f f e r  
m y  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  a l l o w i n g  O p t o m e t r i s t s  
i n  A l a s k a  t o  p r a c t i c e  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n  a t  t h e  l e v e l  t h e i r  

e d u c a t i o n  a n d  t r a i n i n g  p e r m i t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  u s e  o f  
d i a g n o s t i c  a n d  t h e r a p e u t i c  d r u g s .

I n  m y  p r a c t i c e  I  s e e  a n  a l m o s t  d a i l y  n e e d  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  

d i a g n o s t i c  o r  t h e r a p e u t i c  d r u g s .  I t  n o t  o n l y  i s  a  c a u s e  
o f  f r u s t r a t i o n  t o  m e ,  b u t  i n c u r s  a n  a d d e d  e x p e n s e  f o r  m y  

p a t i e n t s  w h e n  t h e y  h a v e  t o  b e  r e f e r r e d  t o  , a  m e d i c a l  D o c t o r  
f o r  a  p r o c e d u r e  t h a t  I  a m  q u a l i f i e d  t o  p e r f o r m ,  b u t  c a n n o t  
b e c a u s e  A l a s k a  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  a  d i a g n o s t i c  o r  t h e r a p e u t i c  
d r u g  l a w .

M y  f e e l i n g  i s  t h a t  a  d i a g n o s t i c  a n d  t h e r a p e u t i c  d r u g  l a w  

w o u l d  b e n e f i t  n o t  o n l y  t h e  O p t o m e t r i c  c o m m u n i t y  b u t  t h e  
c o m m u n i t y  a s  a  w h o l e ,  b y  a l l o w i n g  O p t o m e t r i s t s  t o  p r o v i d e  
c o m p l e t e  v i s i o n  c a r e  f o r  t h e i r  p a t i e n t s .

S i n c e r e l y :

f  O t p .

T h o m a s  R o s e l i u s , O . D

T R / b j t

#



Dennis A. Swarner, O.D.
Robert D. O ’Connell, O.D.

D octo rs o f O p to m e try  
D raw e r 4370 

Kenai, A laska 99611

T e le p h o n e  (907) 283-7575

February 5, 1987

Paul Fischer 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 9 9 8 .ll 

Dear Mr. Fischer;

As a ten year Alaskan resident and a practicing 
Optometrist I urge you to support the proposed legislation 
allowing optometrists to employ the use of drugs for 
diagnostic and therapeutic purposes. That this state 
is one of only two states restricting the use of drugs 
by optometrists is ludicrous. Alaskan military as well 
as public health optometrists have used these agents 
for years, to the benefit of the population. Alaskans 
in the private sector deserve the best medical care 
available, at least as good as that enjoyed by military 
and public health recipients.

Also as the Secretary of the Alaskan State Board 
of Optometry. I feel it is absolutely absurd that a 
Doctor of Optometry licensed to use these drugs in one 
of the lower Fourty Eight States, should choose to practice 
in Alaska and leave his abilities negated by our antiquated 
optometry law.

In conclusion, this legislation has a chance to 
improve Alaska's medical coverage, at no cost to the 
state and at the same time remove the onerous distinction 
c ' >eing one of the two remaining states that exclude 
tnfcir citizens from the best medical care available.

Thank you.

Robert D. O'Connell, O.D.

Ik Member
I American Optometric Association
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AfC. FALCOHCR OD 
ic. FMCONIR OD 
TF HARBOUR OD 
DL THANirOHN OD 
DR BRINKtRHOFF OD

: r-:f- •;
1 34 5  W  9th Ave. 

Anchorage. A laska 9 9 5 0 1
(9 0 7 )  2 7 2 -2 5 5 7

A l a s k a
E Y E  C A R E  C E N T E R S

DOWNTOWN ANCHOR ACC CAST ANCHORAGl < UTH ANCHOR ACC WASILLA CACLC RIVCR

F e b r u a r y  2 6 ,  1 9 8 6

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r :

T h i s  l e t t e r  i s  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  b i l l  a l l o w i n g  
o p t o m e t r i s t s  t o  u s e  d i a g n o s t i c  a n d  t h e r a p e u t i c  a g e n t s .  
P r e s e n t l y  4 8  o f  5 0  s t a t e s  h a v e  s o m e  f o r m  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  
O u r  s t a t e  i s  f a l l i n g  f a r  b e h i n d  a n d  w e  n e e d  t o  u p d a t e  o u r  
l a w s  a n d  i m p l e m e n t  t h e s e  c h a n g e s .  T o p  n o t c h  c l i n i c i a n s  
w i l l  d e c i d e  n o t  t o  p r a c t i c e  h e r e  b e c a u s e  o f  o u r  r e s t r i c t i v e  

l a w s .
T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  a l s o  b e n e f i t  p a t i e n t s .  R a t h e r  

t h a n  r e f e r r i n g  t h e m  t o  a n o t h e r  e y e  c a r e  p r o v i d e r  f o r  d i l a t i o n ,  
o r  a n t i b i o t i c ,  o p t o m e t r i s t s  w o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  s a v e  t h e  p a t i e n t  
b o t h  t i m e  a n d  m o n e y  b y  d o i n g  i t  i n  t h e i r  o f f i c e s .

I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  r e g u a r d i n g  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  

p l e a s e  d o n ' t  h e s i t a t e  t o  c o n t a c t  m e  a t  y o u r  c o n v e n i e n c e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

D . L .  T h a n e p o h n  O . D .



Erik D. Christianson, O.D.

16331 H e ri ta g e  P lace , S u ite  104  
Eagle R iver, A laska 9 9 5 7 7

T e le p h o n e : (907 ) 6 94 -2511

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r ,

V e r y  s o o n  d u r i n g  t h e  c u r r e n t  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a  b i l l  

w i l l  b e  i n t r o d u c e d  t h a t  w i l l  i n e v i t a b l y  e f f e c t  t h e  v i s u a l  w e l f a r e  

o f  a l m o s t  e v e r y o n e  i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  T h i s  b i l l ,  i f  p a s s e d ,  

w i l l  e n a b l e  O p t o m e t r i s i t s  l i k e  m y s e l f  t o  p r e s c r i b e  m e d i c a t i o n s  f o r  

u s e  i n  t h e  d i a g n o s i s  a n d  t r e a t m e n t  o f  c e r t a i n  o c u l a r  d i s e a s e s .  I  

f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a  b i g  s t e p  i n  t h e  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n  a s  f a r  a s  p a t i e n t  

c a r e  i s  c o n c e r n e d .  T o o  o f t e n  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  I  h a v e  h a d  

t o  c o m p r o m i s e  p a t i e n t  t i m e ,  c o n t i n u i t y  a n d  q u a l i t y  o f  c a r e ,  a n d  

e x p e n s e  b y  h a v i n g  t o  r e f e r  a  p a t i e n t  t o  a n  O p t h a l m o l o g i s t  f o r  

t r e a t m e n t  o f  a  d i s o r d e r  w h i c h  s t a t e  l a w  d o e s  n o t  a l l o w  m e  t o  t r e a t .

M y  e d u c a t i o n  h a s  p r e p a r e d  m e  t o  p r o p e r l y  h a n d l e  a l l  o f  t h e  m o r e  

c o m m o n  o c u l a r  d i s e a s e s  n o t  r e q u i r i n g  s u r g e r y .  A f t e r  a l l  i s n ' t  t h a t  

w h a t  a n  O p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  d o e s  b e s t  a n d  s h o u l d  d o  m o s t  o f t e n ? ?

A s  i t  s t a n d s  n o w  A l a s k a  i s  o n e  o f  o n l y  t w o  s t a t e s  i n  t h e  n a t i o n  

w i t h  n o  d i a g n o s t i c  d r u g  u s e  l a w s .  T w e l v e  s t a t e s  n o w  h a v e  t h e r a p e u t i c  

m e d i c a t i o n  l a w s  a l l o w i n g  O p t o m e t r i s t s  t o  t r e a t  d i s e a s e s  o f  t h e  e y e s ,  

a n d  t h a t  n u m b e r  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  g r o w ! ! !

T h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  a t  m o s t  o f  t h e  o p t o m e t r y  s c h o o l s  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  a r e  b e c o m i n g  m o r e  m e d i c a l l y  o r i e n t a t e d  t o  

m e e t  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  o f  a  c h a n g i n g  p r o f e s s i o n .  T h e s e  c o l l e g e s  a n d  

u n i v e r s i t i e s  h a v e  b e e f e d  u p  c o u r s e  h o u r s  i n  o c u l a r  p a t h o l o g y  a n d  

p h a r m a c o l o g y  a s  w e l l  a s  a d d i n g  s p e c i a l i z e d  c o u r s e s  i n  t h e  d i a g n o s i s  

o f  o c u l a r  d i s e a s e  w i t h  e x t r a  e m p h a s i s  o n  t h e  s p e c i a l  t e s t i n g  a n d  l a b  

w o r k  i n v o l v e d .  T h e  y o u n g  O p t o m e t r i s t s  o f  t o d a y  a n d  t o m o r r o w  a r e  b e i n g  

e d u c a t e d  i n  t h e  a r e a s  o f  d i s e a s e  d i a g n o s i s  a n d  t h e r a p e u t i c s  a t  h i g h e r  

a n d  h i g h e r  l e v e l s .  P r a c t i c i n g  O p t o m e t r i s t s  h a v e  a l l  k i n d s  o f  q u a l i t y  

c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  c o u r s e s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  k e e p  t h e m  a b r e a s t  o f  c u r r e n t  

a n d  e x p e c t e d  c h a n g e s  i n  m e d i c a t i o n s  a n d  t h e i r  u s e .  A s  O p t o m e t r i s t s  

w e  a r e  e d u c a t e d  i n  t h i s  a r e a  a n d '  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  q u a l i t y  

c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  w i l l  o n l y  g e t  b e t t e r .

S i n c e r e l y ,

llllll:

null

k Member
I American Optometric Association

E r i k  D .  C h r i s t i a n s o n ,  O . E
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A l a s k a  
E Y E  C A R E  C E N T E R S

1 34 5  W. 9th  /W*. 
Anchorage. A laska 9 9 5 0 1

(9 0 7 )  2 7 2 - 2 5 5 7

DOWNTOWN ANCHORACl CAST ANCHOttACt SOUTH ANCHORAU WASIUA lAGLt RtVCR

F e b r u a r y  2 6 ,  1 9 8 7

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A l y c e  H a n l e y  
P . O .  B o x  V  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  H a n l e y ,

I  a m  w r i t i n g  t o  y o u  c o n c e r n i n g  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  a l l o w  
O p t o m e t r i s t . '  t o  u s e  d i a g n o s t i c  a n d  t h e r a p e u t i c  d r u g s .

A s  o n e  o f  t h e  o n l y  t w o  s t a t e s  t h a t  d o  n o t  a l l o w  t h e  

u s e  o f  t h e s e  a g e n t s  b y  O p t o m e t r i s t ,  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
A l a s k a  s e v e r e l y  r e s t r i c t s  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  a n d  e f f e c t ­
i v e n e s s  o f  v i s i o n  c a r e  f o r  A l a s k a n s .

T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  e n a b l e  a l l  A l a s k a n s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  
o f  e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s ,  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  q u a l i t y  v i s i o n  c a r e  
t h e y  d e s e r v e .

A s  a  c o n c e r n e d  c o n s t i t u e n t  a n d  p r a c t i c i n g  O p t o m e t r i s t ,  
I  s t r o n g e l y  u r g e  y o u  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

T h o m a s  F .  H a r b o u r ,  O . D .

P A S / p s



fcual Training 
^ it a c t  Lenses

Ed Craig, O.D.
Doctor of Optometry 

348 Main Street 
Ketchikan, Alaska 99901

Telephone (907) 225 -3975
F e b r u a r y  2 0 , 1987

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P o u c h V

J u n e a u , A l a s k a  99811

D e a r S i r s :

T h i s  i s  t o  a d v i s e  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  

A l a s k a  o f  my v i e w s .

The A l a s k a  D rs o f  o p t o m e t r y  s h o u l d  be a l l o w e d  t o  

p r a c t i c e  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n  t o  t h e  f u l l e s t  e x t e n t  o f  

t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  t o  e m p lo y  d i a g n o s t i c  a n d t h e r a p e u t i c  

d r u g s  w hen t h e y  deem th em  t o  be i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  

o f  t h e  p a t i e n t .

V e r y  t r u l y  y o u r s ,

ADDRESS PHONE NUMBER
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Member
American Optometric Association



Doctor o f Optometry 
348 Main Street 

Ketchikan, Alaska 99901Visual Training 
Contact Lenses

Telephone (907) 225 -3975

T o d a y  A l a s k a  h a s 46 o p t o m e t r i s t s  d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  13 

to w n s  and v i l l a g e s  a r o u n d  t h e  s t a t e .  T he F e d e r a l 

G o v e r n m e n t e m p lo y e s  s e v e r a l  o p t o m e t r i s t s  t o  s e r v e  

t h e  N a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  and a l a r g e  s e g m e n t o f  t h e  

a rm ed f o r c e s .  S e v e r a l i n d e p e n d e n t l y  p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e  

t o  r e m o t e  v i l l a g e s  and to w n s  so t h a t  o p t o m e t r i c  c a r e  

i s  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  a l l  A l a s k a n s .

The A l a s k a n  o p t o m e t r i s t  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  a t t e n d  a m i n ­

imum o f  48 h o u r s  o f  c e r t i f i e d  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  

e v e r y  f o u r  y e a r s .  T h i s  e d u c a t i o n  i s  o r i e n t e d  t o w a r d  

p r im a r y  c a r e  w i t h  d i a g n o s i s ,  t h e r a p y ,  a n d m an a gem e n t 

o f  e y e  d i s e a s e  a m a jo r  c o m p o n a n t . I t  h a s b e e n  com ­

p e t a n c y  b a s e d  and h a s i n c l u d e d  160 h o u r s  o f  u n i v e r s i t y  

c o u r s e s  o n m an a g em en t o f  e y e  d i s e a s e  t h a t  a m a j o r i t y  

o f  o p t o m e t r i s t s  a t t e n d e d .

T h e r e f o r e ,  I  f e e l  t h a t  as a p r a c t i c i n g  o p t o m e t r i s t  

i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  f o r  t h e  p a s t  33 y e a r s ,  t h a t  

n e c e s s a r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  be p a s s e d  t o  a l l o w  o p t o m e t r i s t s  

t o  p r a c t i c e  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n  a t  t h e  f u l l  l e v e l  o f  t h e i r  

t r a i n i n g  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  d i a g n o s t i c  a n d t h e r a p e u t i c  

d r u g s .

V e r y  t r u l y  y o u r s ,

Ed C r a i g ,  O .D

# i m i l k■in#American Optometric Asŝ. .on



P o u c h  V

J u n e a u , A l a s k a  98111

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Visual Training 
^ g p ta c t Lenses

348 Main street 
Ketchikan, Alaska 99901

Telephone (907 ) 225 -3975

Dear Legislators:

O p t o m e t r y  i s  an in d e p e n d e n t  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o f e s s i o n  t h a t  

s p e c i a l i z e s  i n  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  v i s i o n  c a r e .  A l a s k a n  o p t o ­

m e t r i s t s  m e r e l y  w a n t t o  u p d a t e  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e i r  

p r o f e s s i o n  t o  r e f l e c t  p r e s e n t  d a y  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  

d i a g n o s t i c  and t h e r a p e u t i c  c a r e  o f  e y e d i s e a s e  a t  t h e  

p r im a r y  l e v e l .

T he o p t o m e t r i s t  h a s a t t e n d e d  an a c c r e d i t e d  c o l l e g e  o f  o p t o ­

m e t r y  f o r  f o u r  y e a r s .  A l a r g e  p e r c e n a g e  o f  a l l  o p t o m e t r y  

s t u d e n t s  h a v e  f o u r  y e a r s  o f  p r e - o p t o m e t r y  c o l l e g e  e d u c a t i o n  

and a b a c h e l o r ' s  d e g r e e . T he e x t e n s i v e  e d u c a t i o n  t h a t  o p t o ­

m e t r y  s t u d e n t s  r e c e i v e  i n c l u d e s  156 h o u r s  o f  p h a rm a c o lo g y  

w h i c h  i s  e q u a l t o  o r  g r e a t e r  t h a n  a l l  o t h e r  h e a l t h  c a r e  

p r o f e s s i o n a l s  u s i n g  t h e r a p e u t i c  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l s .  S y s t e m ic  

d i s e a s e  and e ye d i s e a s e  e d u c a t i o n  a r e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  and 

c o v e r  c o m p l e t e  d i a g n o s i s  o f  a l l  e y e  d i s e a s e ,  p r im a r y  and 

c o m p l i c a t e d .

O f t h e  50 s t a t e s ,  c u r r e n t l y  48 a l l o w  o p t o m e t r i s t s  t o  u t i l i z e  

d i a g n o s t i c  d r u g s .  The e x c e p t i o n s  a r e  M a r y l a n d  and A l a s k a .  

T h e r e  a r e  9 s t a t e s  w h i c h  a l l o w s  o p t o m e t r i s t s  t o  u s e b o t h  

d i a g n o s t i c  and t h e r a p e u t i c  d r u g s .  O f t h e  9 s t a t e s ,  W es t 

V i r g i n i a ' s  o p t o m e t r i s t s  h a v e  e m p lo y e d  t h e r a p e u t i c  d r u g s  

f o r  10 y e a r s  w i t h o u t  r e p o r t e d  i n c i d e n c e  o f  a b u s e o r  n e g ­

l i g e n c e ,  and t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  i s  t r e a t e d  i n  a s a f e  and

e f f e c t i v e  m a n n e ^H j j ^  , Membere r i e c t r v e  m a n n e ^ ^ j j ^

•  1 HIIlP
American Optometric Association



March 3, 1987

Alaska State Legislature 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Legislator,

As you are deciding the merit of the use of opthal- 

mic pharmaceuticals by Optometry in the State of 

Alaska, I would like to advise you of my strong sup­

port of such legislation.

Optometry is a relatively young health profession 

and has progressed dramatically in the past two de­

cades. Great strides have been achieved in education 

and the delivery of eye health care by Optometry. 

Current statutes in Alaska require Optometrists to 

practice without the use of pharmaceuticals. This 

greatly limits the efficiency of health care delivery 

by Optometrists, causing a doubling of the cost and 

travel of the patient.

Alaska is one of the few states in which these out­

dated statutes still remain and the time to remedy

800 EAST DIMOND BOULEVARD SUITE 228A ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99515
telephone (907) 349-3586



this is 

on this

past due. 

important

May I please count on your support 

issue.

800 EAST DIMOND BOULEVARD SUITE 228A ANCHOFIAGE, ALASKA 99515
T E L E P H O N E  ( 9 0 7 )  3 4 9 - 3 5 6 6



Amwican Optometric Association

April 16, 1987

Sen. Dick Eliason 
Pouch V 
Juneau, AK

D e a r  S e n .  E l i a s o n :

Please support Senate Bill 226.

The people of Alaska deserve access to quality affordable ey^ care. 
Optome'ry is that vehicle. Many optometrists throughout the state 
provide evening and Saturday appointments and also live as well as 
travel to Alaskan communities where ophthalmologists are not present.

In addition to my Anchorage practice I travel to McGrath and am currently 
the only private practicing eye doctor providing eye care to that community 

and surrounding villages. Needless to say referrals to Anchorage for 
further evaluation is expensive for these people. I am not only qualified 
but also hold a license in the state of California to practice optometry 
utilizing ophthalmic drugs.

With today's technology and knowledge, ophthalmic drugs are necessary 
to provide quality primary optometric eye care to Alaskans. The resident 
of 48 other states have this privilege.

p p o r t .

y fh -

8301 BRIARWOOD AVENUE SUITE 203 ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99502 TELEPHONE 349-6932
349-6941



Dr. Steven S. Dobson 
Dr. Gory M. Kjome 
Optometry

DIMOND VISION &  
CONTACT LENS CLINIC 
6001 Briofwood Ave. #203 
Anchoroge, Alaska 99516

049-6902

April 16, 1987

Sen. Dick Eliason 
Pouch V 
Juneau, AK

Dear Sen. Eliason:

Please support Senate Bill 226. Forty eight other states allow their 
people quality optometric care. Why not Alaska?

I currently practice in Anchorage and Valdez. Unfortunately my Valdez 
patients incur tremendous expense to take time off from work and travel 
to Anchorage for care and evaluation requiring ophthalmic drug use. I 
am qualified to provide this care, and I am licensed in other states to 
use ophthalmic drugs.

Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,

Gary Ml. Kjome,.yO.D.

i

)
American Optometric Association
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April 15, 1987

Dick Eliason 
P.O. BOX V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Senator:

Please support SB 226. This bill which was worked out 

in consultation with Optometry and Ophthalmology will 

better enable the Optometrist to use his training and 

serve the patient.

jm
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April 21, 1987

Alaska State Legislature 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Legislator:

I am an Alaska Native optometrist, and am currently a member of 
the Alaska State Board of Examiners in Optometry. My family is 
Haida Indian from Craig, and I was born and raised in Southeast 
Alaska. I currently have a private practice in Anchorage.

I am writing about an issue that is very important to me, my 
family, my fellow Alaska Natives, and my health care colleagues.
It is very important that the Alaska Optometry Law be updated to 
allow our Doctors of Optometry to practice at the full scope of 
their training, including the use of therapeutic medication. My 
education was financially supported by the Alaska State WICHE 
program and BIA funding, yet for the past 10 years I have not been 

! able to use my training because of outdated and restrictive
I statutes in the Alaska Optometry Law.
I

Many of our Natives have become accustomed to substandard health 
care for various reasons, such as lack of availability of quali­
fied providers, remote locations, funding, etc. Often the laws 
are "bent" to assist our special situations, such as allowing a 
health aide to provide all sorts of medical care, including drugs, 
with only minimal (a few weeks) training, supposedly under ANS 
supervision. This is done probably because. something is better 
than nothing. However, you would never find it in an area with 
private doctors because of the "dollars for services" issue, which 
is the bottom line of this legislative issue. Several Native 
corporations have hired optometrists through the Federal Indian 
Self-Determination Program, and these doctors provide full scope 
primary eyecare including use of drugs on Federal authority. In 
this way, the care is provided and the archaic Alaska Law is 
bypassed. Alaska and Maryland are the only two states which do 
not currently permit any optometric use of pharmac uticals.

miiiI m i n t  Mfmtx*

1  American O p t o m e t r i c  Association
f
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Alaska State Legislature

Optometrists have a training program virtually identical to denti­
stry. Our academic and clinical training is from standard medidal. 
procedures. We use the same standard texts as ophthalmology, 
written by medical school professors. A majority of Alaska's 
optometrists have received pharmacology training from medical 
school professors and clinical training from ophthalmologists. 
Primary eyecare by optometrists has been well established through­
out the U.S., and Congress has authorized optometrists to treat \ 
Medicare eye patients, provided it is allowed by the doctor's 
State.

It is a disgrace for Alaska to restrict optometrists from util­
izing their skills to provide quality care for our residents at 
a lower cost to the public and the State, especially with our 
special geographic situation. Optometrists have .far greater 
training in the use of drugs for the eye than medical doctors, 
with the exception of ophthalmologists, who are trained in 
secondary and tertiary (surgical specialty) eyecare.

If one of my family in Southeast Alaska needed eye treatment, he 
would have to see the village health aide with no eye training, 
or go to Sitka or Ketchikan and see a medical doctor with'less 
eye training than the optometrists in town. In fact, the M.D. 
often will consult with the O.D. for his superior expertise and 
special instruments to provide the best care for the patient. 
Being treated by the optometrist would certainly be much better 
than receiving less qualified eyecare, or having to fly to Seattle 
or Anchorage for expensive specialist treatment for a primary care 
condition. There are many more optometrists located throughout 
various smaller communities in Alaska, whereas the few 
ophthalmologists tend to locate in urban population centers.

The only opposition to optometry comes from a handful of 
ophthalmologists and the political leaders of medicine. The 
ophthalmologists are opposed because of the increased competition 
which would lower the income of those who do not practice mainly 
specialty care. The majority of eye disease and surgery occurs 
in older patients. Because of Alaska's young population, there 
is not enough specialty eyecare for all the ophthalmologists, so 
many of them compete with optometrists for routine primary care 
patients not requiring specialized services. They are 
understandably trying to protect their "turf".

j ill I ilk Member
a American Optometric Association
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Alaska State Legislature

None of ophthalmology's arguments against optometry are valid.
y nationwide has shown 
cost eyecare for the 
Ophthalmologists 
0 their false "horror"

The safety and efficiency record of optometr 
nothing but increased availability of lower 
consumer and state social service programs, 
continue to shoot themselves in the foot wit 
stories of blindness and mountains of "cases!" that neyer existed 
to try to constantly discredit optometry. Tne medical leadership 
opposes optometry as the political representative of ophthal­
mology. A large number of medical doctors do not oppose 
optometry, in fact many support us privately on merit̂ , but do not 
want to stir up problems with the medical "union" by going on the 
record with support. Many M.D.'s are quite surprised to discover 
that optometrists cannot use drugs under current Alaska statutes.

I am tired of going to 
seeing routine (prima’- 
that I cannot legally 
many optometrists face 
comes first with me.
types of eye drugs we 
at the local drugstore 
them.

Yakutat and other small communities and 
Y care) eye problems requiring medication 
dispense. It is a very real moral dilemma 

and I assure you the care of my patient 
The silly part is that the majoirity of the 
use can be purchased over-the-counter today 
by a ten-year-old, yet I cannot prescribe

Please support legislation to update Alaska's Optometry Law 
allowing O.D.'s to practice their full scope of training. To deny 
this legislation is to deny adequately available and affordable 
eyecare to many Alaskans.

o O

Jeffrey A. Gonnason, O.D.

Board of Examiners in
Optometry
State of Alaska

Member
■ a

I | I llllk
American Optometric Association



L a r r y  D .  C o o n ,  O . D .
Doctors o f Optometry 

418 North Main/P.O. Box 872167 
Wasilla, Alaska 99687

Telephone: (907) 376-7488

April 20, 1987

Senator Mike Szymanski 
Pouch V
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Szymanski,

I respectfully request that you support SB 226 
which allows optometrists to utilize pharmaceutical 
agents for examination purposes. This bill is an 
important step in bringing the Alaskan optometry 
statutes up to the level of national standards.

The people of Alaska will greatly benefit from the 
expansion of optometric services.

A t t & n t i c A  :  A l l  C e ^ i s L ^ r o / l s

'llllllk _
American Optomet r i c  Association



A L A S K A  O P T O M E T R I C  A S S O C I A T I O N
AFFILIATED WITH 

AMERICAN OFTC METRIC ASSOCIATION

April 20, 1987

The Honorable Tim Kelly 
Chairman, Labor and Commerce Committee 
Alaska State Senate 
P.O. Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Kelly:

The Alaska Optometric Association supports CSSB 226.

While the bill does not exploit the full capabilities of 
the modern optometrist, it will allow doctors of optometry to 
use their diagnostic skills to the fullest, aiding in early 
detection of potentially sight threatening and even life 
threatening conditions.

Thoughythis legislation is far overdue for Alaska, it is 
never too late to pass legislation that is beneficial and 
clearly in the public interest.

Very truly yours,

President

GET:rr

d d :  ) C o /t i /y i z a c e
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April 20, 1987

The Honorable Tiro Kelly, Chairman 
Labor and Commerce Committee 
Alaska State Senate 
P.O. Box V (MS 3100)
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Sen. Kelly:

I understand that some ophthalmologists are plannipg to oppose 
Senate Bill 226, a very limited bill worked out between the legisla­
tive committees of the Alaska Optometric Association and the Alaska 
Association of Ophthalmologists.

It is difficult to understand how educated men can.be so oblivious 
to the public welfare and to the oath they took to protect the lives 
and health of their fellow human beings.

About 1955, the Section on Ophthalmology persuaded the American 
Medical Association to pass a resolution declaring it unethical for 
any physician to teach in a school or college of optometry. While 
this resolution was rescinded after a lawsuit several years later, ’ 
it was still in effect while I was in optometry school in the mid- 
1960s. . My school got around the problem by using professors from 
the Chicago College of Osteopathy. The college had its own hospital, 
and the professors did not have to worry about jeopardizing their 
hospital staff privileges.

When legislators can "just say no" to such self serving behavior, 
a rationalized, cost effective health care delivery system will finally 
be attained. This bill is a small but positive step in that direction.

Very truly yours,

Phillip W. 'Bach, O.D., Ph.D.

PWB/lr

CLC A ll  Con/nurse A vu n 6 s /is



E . E . B A C H , O .D .
P H IL L IP  W . B A C H . O .D . ,  PH .D . 

O P T O M E T R Y  
S U I T E  2 0 4  D E N A L I  P R O F E S S I O N A L  C E N T E R  

3 4 0 1  D E N A L I  S T R E E T  
A N C H O R A G E ,  A L A S K A  9 0 5 0 3

April 20, 1987

The Honorable Tim K e l l y ' ,  Chairman 
Labor and CommercejCommittee 
Alaska State Senate 
P.O. Box V (MS3100)|
Juneau, Alaska 99311

Dear Senator Kelly:

I would like to express my support for Senate Bill 226. Not 
long ago my son, Dr. Phillip Bach, and I referred for surgical 
treatment a case of detaching retina. While in this particular 
case we were able to determine the cause of the patient’s symptoms 
without dilating the pupil, had the retinal tear started farther 
in the periphery, we would have been unable to see it in its 
earliest and easiest-to-repair stages.

Dilation of the pupil al^o permits use of the binocular indirect 
ophthalmoscope, to better assess’the risk of glaucoma and detect the 
early stages of malignant chojroddal melanoma, among other things.

Very truly yours,

EEB/lr



\ p O  <Q o ~ )£  ~ y~ ~ _

)  ^ h ^ L . ^  *?  8  / /

f i d . f i r v  ,

(X ^ f-r-\_ s £**-'U*— —.

( J

< 2 ,

U u ^fu

<̂p i f 6-
s f i v  7^3-L-o -<̂ s<; do

•O-VT-& ~ y  d^, »—f if ic ^ t ’y— ^  &~~}S fi-0
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The Honorable Tim Kelly
Chairman of the Labor and Commerce Committee 
Alaska State Senate 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

As an optometrist and Alaskan resident, I am writing you |to 
express my support for senate bill CSSB 226 which will allow 
optometrists in Alaska to use diagnostic drugs to examine 
their patients when needed. This will allow us to practice 
optometry as we are trained to in our four years of post- grad­
uate school. With use of these drugs we will be better equipped 
to diagnose various eye problems and thus provide better care. 
Optometrists have a proven record of safe use of diagnostic 
drugs in the 48 states where optometrists can legally use 
them. The Alaskan community will benefit greatly from this 
bill. Lets not have Alaska be the last state to pass the 
diagnostic drug law for optometrists. I urge your support \

Dear Senator Kelly,

now.

Eagle River, AK 99577
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BY THE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND
1 IN THE SENATE SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

2 SENATE BILL NO. 226

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

5 ‘ A BILL

6 F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  o p t o m e t r y . "

7 BE I T  ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

8 *  S e c t i o n  1.  AS 0 8 . 7 2  i s  am en d e d  by  a d d i n g  a  new  s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

9 S e c .  0 8 . 7 2 . 1 7 5 .  LICENSE ENDORSEMENT. The  b o a r d  may i s s u e  a

10 l i c e n s e  e n d o r s e m e n t  a u t h o r i z i n g  a  l i c e n s e e  who c o m p l e t e s  a n  e x a m i n a -

11 t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  r e q u i r e m e n t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by  t h e  b o a r d  by  r e g u l a t i o n  t o

12 a d m i n i s t e r  d r u g s ,  e x c e p t  a s  p r o h i b i t e d  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 7 2 . 2 7 2 .  The

13 e n d o r s e m e n t  e x p i r e s  a t  t h e  s ame t i m e  a s  t h e  l i c e n s e  t o  w h i c h  i t

14 a t t a c h e s .  The  e n d o r s e m e n t  may b e  r e n e w e d  u p o n  s a t i s f a c t o r y  c o m p l e t i o n

15 o f  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by  t h e  b o a r d  by

16 r e g u l a t i o n .

17 * S e c .  2 .  AS 0 8 . 7 2 . 2 4 0  i s  am en d e d  t o  r e a d :

18 S e c .  0 8 . 7 2 . 2 4 0 .  GROUNDS FOR IMPOSITION OF DISCIPLINARY SANC-

19 T IONS . The  b o a r d  may im p o s e  d i s c i p l i n a r y  s a n c t i o n s  w h en  t h e  b o a r d

20 f i n d s  a f t e r  a  h e a r i n g  t h a t  a  l i c e n s e e

21 ( 1 )  s e c u r e d  a  l i c e n s e  t h r o u g h  d e c e i t ,  f r a u d ,  o r  i n t e n t i o n a l

22 m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ;

23 ( 2 )  e n g a g e d  i n  d e c e i t ,  f r a u d ,  o r  i n t e n t i o n a l  m i s r e p r e s e n t a -

24 t i o n  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  p r o v i d i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  o r  e n g a g i n g  i n

25 p r o f e s s i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s ;

26 ( 3 )  a d v e r t i s e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  a  f a l s e  o r  m i s l e a d -

27 i n g  m a n n e r ;

28 ( 4 )  h a s  b e e n  c o n v i c t e d  o f  a  f e l o n y  o r  o t h e r  c r i m e  w h i c h

29 a f f e c t s  t h e  l i c e n s e e ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r a c t i c e  c o m p e t e n t l y  a n d

SB0226a - 1 - SB 226



( 5 )  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  o r  n e g l i g e n t l y  e n g a g e d  i n  o r  p e r m i t t e d  

t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  p a t i e n t  c a r e  b y  p e r s o n s  u n d e r  t h e  l i c e n s e e ' s  s u p e r ­

v i s i o n  w h i c h  d o e s  n o t  c o n f o r m  t o  min imum p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  r e ­

g a r d l e s s  o f  w h e t h e r  a c t u a l  i n j u r y  t o  t h e  p a t i e n t  o c c u r r e d ;

( 6 )  f a i l e d  t o  c om p l y  w i t h  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  w i t h  a  r e g u l a t i o n  

a d o p t e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  o r  w i t h  a n  o r d e r  o f  t h e  b o a r d ;

( 7 )  c o n t i n u e d  t o  p r a c t i c e  a f t e r  b e c o m i n g  u n f i t  d u e  t o

(A)  p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n c o m p e t e n c e ;

(B)  f a i l u r e  t o  k e e p  i n f o r m e d  o f  o r  u s e  c u r r e n t  p r o f e s ­

s i o n a l  t h e o r i e s  o r  p r a c t i c e s ;

(C) a d d i c t i o n  o r  s e v e r e  d e p e n d e n c y  on  a l c o h o l  o r  o t h e r  

d r u g s  w h i c h  i m p a i r s  t h e  l i c e n s e e ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  p r a c t i c e  s a f e l y ;

(D) p h y s i c a l  o r  m e n t a l  d i s a b i l i t y ;

( 8 )  e n g a g e d  i n  l ew d  o r  im m o r a l  c o n d u c t  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  

t h e  d e l i v e r y  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e  t o  p a t i e n t s ;

( 9 )  f a i l e d  t o  r e f e r  a  p a t i e n t  t o  a  p h y s i c i a n  [THE APPROPRI­

ATE HEALTH CARE PRACTITIONER] a f t e r  a s c e r t a i n i n g  t h e  [POSSIBLE] p r e s ­

e n c e  o f  o c u l a r  o r  s y s t e m i c  c o n d i t i o n s  r e q u i r i n g  m a n a g e m e n t  by a  p h y s i -  

c i a n  [D IS EA SE ] .

*  S e c .  3 .  AS 0 8 . 7 2  i s  am end e d  by  a d d i n g  a  new s e c t i o n  t o  a r t i c l e  3 t o  

r e a d :

S e c .  0 8 . 7 2 . 2 7 2 .  USE OF DRUGS. A l i c e n s e e  may n o t  u s e  a  d r u g  i n  

t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  o p t o m e t r y  u n l e s s

( 1 )  t h e  d r u g  i s

(A) a  n o n p r e s c r i p t i o n  d r u g ;

(B )  a  d r u g ,  u s e d  f o r  e x a m i n a t i o n  p u r p o s e s  o n l y ,  w i t h i n  

t h e  c a t e g o r i e s  o f

( i )  t o p i c a l l y  a p p l i e d  o c u l a r  a n e s t h e t i c s ,  b u t  n o t

SB 226 -2- SB0226a



( i i )  c y c l o p l e g i c s  o r  m y d r i a t i c s ,  b u t  n o t  i n c l u d i n g  

a t r o p i n e ,  h o m a t r o p i n e ,  s c o p o l a m i n e ,  e p i n e p h r i n e ,  a n d  10 

p e r c e n t  p h e n y l e p h r i n e ;  o r

(C )  a  d r u g ,  w i t h i n  t h e  c a t e g o r y  o f  m i o t i c s  u s e d ,  a f t e r  

c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  a n  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t ,  f o r  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  a n  

i n a d v e r t e n t l y  i n d u c e d  a n g l e  c l o s u r e ;  a n d

( 2 )  t h e  p e r s o n  h o l d s  a  l i c e n s e  e n d o r s e m e n t  i s s u e d  b y  t h e

b o a r d  a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  u s e  o f  d r u g s .

* S e c .  4 .  AS 0 8 . 7 2 . 3 0 0  i s  r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e e n a c t e d  t o  r e a d :

S e c .  0 8 . 7 2 . 3 0 0 .  DEFINITIONS .  I n  t h i s  c h a p t e r

( 1 )  " b o a r d "  m e an s  t h e  B o a r d  o f  E x a m i n e r s  i n  O p t o m e t r y ;

( 2 )  " d e p a r t m e n t "  m e a n s  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Commerce a n d  

E c o n om i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ;

( 3 )  " o p t o m e t r y "  m e a n s  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  d i a g n o s i s ,  a n d  

t r e a t m e n t  o f  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  human  e y e s  a n d  v i s u a l  s y s t e m ,  o t h e r  

t h a n  by  u s e  o f  l a s e r ,  x - r a y s ,  s u r g e r y ,  o r  d r u g s  p r o h i b i t e d  u n d e r  

AS 0 8 . 7 2 . 2 7 2 ;  " o p t o m e t r y "  i n c l u d e s  t h e  e m p l o y m e n t  o f  m e t h o d s  t h a t  a  

p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  t h - i s  c h a p t e r  i s  e d u c a t i o n a l l y  q u a l i f i e d  t o  u s e ,  

a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by  t h e  b o a r d ;

( 4 )  " p r a c t i c i n g  o p t o m e t r y "  m e a n s  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f ,  o r

o f f e r  t o  p e r f o r m ,  o p t o m e t r y  f o r  c o m p e n s a t i o n ;

( 5 )  " r e c o g n i z e d  s c h o o l  o r  c o l l e g e  o f  o p t o m e t r y "  m e a n s  a

s c h o o l  o r  c o l l e g e  a p p r o v e d  by  t h e  A m e r i c a n  O p t o m e t r i c  A s s o c i a t i o n  o r  a  

commi t t ee . -  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  O p t o m e t r i c  A s s o c i a t i o n .

in c lu d in g  cocaine;

SB0226a -3- SB 226



D e p a r t m e n t  o r  Comme rc e  &
E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  

D i v i s i o n  o f  O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g

/ iX s
AS 08.72.160 is amended to read: / J

Sec. 08.72.160 EXAMINATION, (a) The examination shall be written, practical, 

and oral in nature. The [THE NATIONAL BOARD OF EXAMINERS IN OPTOMETRY EXAMINATION, 

PARTS 1 AND 2 SHALL COMPRISE THE] written portion of the Alaska examination shnl1 

be comprised of all or part of a national or international examination as designated 

by the board in regulations. The oral portion of the examination shall be recorded 

and retained for two years.

[(b^ AN APPLICANT WHO FAILS THE PRACTICAL OR THE ORAL PORTION OF THE EXAMINATION 

MAY TAKE A RE-EXAMINATION IN THAT PORTION WITHOUT PAYING AN ADDITIONAL EXAMINATION 

FEE.]

An applicant who fails or [THE WRITTEN] portion of the examination may take 

a reexamination in the portion failed [THE WRITTEN PORTION] upon payment of a re­

examination [AN ADDITIONAL EXAMINATION] fee established under AS 08.01.065.

An applicant who fails more than one portion of the examination must retake 

the entire examination and pay the [FULL] examination fee.

F  v i d - e - n E S S

Q rr\<2^  cf mriey) 4~ t f\
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S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A BILL VERSION: CSS8 235(HESS)

PUBLISH DATE: 04/07/87________

F I S C A L  N O T E

1988 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N

REQUEST:

Revision Date: 04/29/87
Title: Relating to medical malpractice

liability revolving loan fund_____
Sponsor: CS by $ HESS________________
Requester: __________________________

Agency Affected: Commerce & Economic Dev. 
BRU: Insurance_____________________

Components: Public Protection_______

EXPENDITURES I REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

153.0 282.0 258.0 234.0 210.0 186.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL OPERATING , 153.0 282.0 258.0 234.0 .. 210.0 leilo

CAPITAL o•o 0.0 0.0

o•o 0.0 0.0

REVENUE 0.0 0.0

o•o 0.0 0.0 0.0

FUNDING: (Thousands of dollars)

GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL

153.0 282.0 258.0 234.0 210.0 186.0
0.0

o•o 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

153.0 282.0 258.0 234.0 210.0 186.0

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME
PARTTIME
TEMPORARY

0.0 0.0

o•o 0.0 0.0 0.0

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)

The figures above represent the total interest income on all loans made to 
the Medical Indemnity Corporation of Alfeska to date.

Phone: 465-2515________
Date: January 1988

Pmnarfid hv: John L. George, Director\ U.u>
Division: Division of Insurance tT

Approved by Commissioner: J. Anthony Smith"
Agency:  Commerce and Economic Develo'pmenl

Distribution (by preparer):
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies)

DK/dg10643K 
012788a

ate: January?-^, 1988

page of
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S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  1987 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESS ION 

F IS C A L NO TE  SENATE
, B I L L  VERSION: CSSB 2 3 5 (HESS)

(  *EfLl!R!iT:______________________________________  PUBL ISH DATE: 4 / 2 8 / 8 7

Revision Date:_________ CSSB 235(HESS) Agency Affected: Commerce & Economic Development
Tide: Relating to the medical malpractice BRU:_____________Insurance_______
liability revolving loan fund. ________’_____________________________

Sponsor: Kerttula___________
Requestor:,

Components Pub11c Protection

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING FY »7 FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
n,n 0,0 - Q.Q 0.0 Q , f P*Q
u.U u.U 0.0 U.U O.c 0.0
0.0 0.0 O.o 0.0 o o 0.0

. .0,0 . . 0, n . _ 0..0 , .0.C . .,0.0
7 . 3uo.u dOU.U 258.0 4|4.l 2 lu.u
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL OPERATING 1/ 1.0 306.0 :282v0 258.0 j 234.0 “ 710.0

CAPITAL —  (T.u "U.U'"--- U.U U.U U.U U.U

REVENUE 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

1 *
o • o

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND 
FEDERALFUNDS 
crriiER 
m r A L

171.0 306.0 282.0 258.0 234.0 210.0
U70 " U.U U.U- ' U.U U.O U.U
0.0 0.0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0

1/ 1 .U " OOb.O 282.U 258.U " 7 3 0 2 IU.U

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0

c

ANALYSIS :

The figures above represent the total interest income on all loans made to 
the Medical Indemnity Corporation of A1 askarito date.

Prepared by: John L. George, Director
Division : Division of Insurance

Approved by Commissioner: 
Agency: ____________

ph_ .  465-2515 
n l  April-78 T W

CommarcVandMrcprfomic Development

Distribution (by preparer): 
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies)
Senate Secretary

Date: April 28, 1987

page. of

0496K



Official Business

P.O. BOX V 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811

A p r i l  30, 1987

S e n a t o r  Tim K e l l y
Chair, S e n a t e  L a b o r  and C o m m e r c e  
Box V
J u n eau, A l a s k a

D e a r  S e n a t o r

I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  s c h e d u l i n g  SB-255, r e l a t i n g  to the 
M e d i c a l  L i a b i l i t y  R e v o l v i n g  L o a n  Fund, as soon as p o s s i b l e .  
S B - 2 3 5  w i l l  h e l p  our s m all h o s p i t a l s  by a l l o w i n g  t h e m  to a p p l y  
for s t ate g r ant m o n e y  to p a y  for their l i a b i l i t y  i n s u r a n c e .  The 
m o n e y  w o u l d  come fr o m  the i n t e r e s t  that the M e d i c a l  I n s u r a n c e  
C o m p a n y  of A l a s k a  is p a y i n g  on t heir s t ate loans.

$ 3 0 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  w i l l  b e c o m e  i m m e d i a t e l y  a v a i l a b l e  to aid s mall 
h o s p i t a l s  pay for t h e i r  i n s u r a n c e  if SB- 2 3 5  p a s s e s  this session. 
B e c a u s e  M I C A  is r e q u i r e d  by law to c o n t i n u e  p a y i n g  off its loan, 
i n c l u d i n g  part of the p r i n c i p a l  each year, this a m o u n t  w i l l  be 
r e d u c e d  by $24,000. next year.

A p a c k e t  of i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  the b i l l  is i n c l u d e d .  T h a n k  
you for c o n s i d e r i n g  SB-235. I b e l i e v e  this bi l l  is a p o s i t i v e  
step toward s o l v i n g  the i n s u r a n c e  cr i s i s  in Alaska.

S i n c e r e l y , 

Jay &erttu*la

J K / b k  
e n c .


