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FISCAL NOTE ATTACHMENT 

(Replace °arks Highway Signs with Mitchell Expressway Signs)

ANALYSIS:

The name change of this section of highway frcm Parks Highway to Mitchell 
Expressway will require replacing the old signs with 271 square feet of 
new signs. The contract price for the new signs will range betr-jeen $40 
to $50 per square foot, placing the cost of the change between $8,688 
to $10,880.

It may be necessary to replace some of the support structures, as the 
new signs are larger than the old, due to the increase in the number of 
letters in the legend.

Several of the signs are located on signal mast arms and the increased 
size of the sign will necessitate checking the structural adequacy of 
the signal poles and mast arms with new signs. If the signal poles are 
not adequate for the new sign legend, it may become necessary to 
decrease the size of the legend below what is considered acceptable in 
the Federal Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices.



A M E N D M E N T

t o  H o u s e  B i l l  4 3 7  ( R o b e r t  J. M i t c h e l l  E x p r e s s w a y )

p a g e  2, l i n e  2:

d e l e t e :  " P a r k s  H i g h w a y  a n d "

p a g e  2, l i n e  3:

d e l e t e :  "to"

a n d  i n s e r t :  " a n d "



-1 ' ROBERT J .  MITCHELL P i o n e e r  M e m o r i a l  S e r v i c eF i r s t  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  F e b r u a r y  2 7 ,  1980 1 : 0 0  p . m .
B r o t h e r  R o b e r t  J .  M i t c h e l l ,  known t o  h i s  many f r i e n d s  as  " M i t c h "  was  a l i f e - l o n g  A l a s k a n .  He was b o r n  i n  F a i r b a n k s  onNo v e m be r  2 ,  1 9 1 8 ,  t h e  s o n o f  E l i z a  and C h a r l e s  M i t c h e l l .  H i s  m o t h e r ,  E l i z a  H a t c h  M i t c h e l l ,  a t t e n d e d  s c h o o l  i n  F a i r b a n k s  a nd  l a t e r  w o r k e d  i n  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  P o s t o f f i c e  f o r  many y e a r s .  H i s  f a t h e r ,  C h a r l e s ,  was a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  W a e t c h e r  B r o t h e r s  and was  a member o f  I g l o o  £ 4 ,  P i o n e e r s  o f  A l a s k a , R o l l  C a l l  n umb e r  1 5 9 7 .M i t c h  and h i s  s i s t e r ,  D o r o t h y  H a r d y ,  g r e w up i n  F a i r b a n k s  and a t t e n d e d  l o c a l  s c h o o l s .  On o c c a s i o n s ,  i n  r e m i n i s c i n g  a b o u t  h i s  s c h o o l  d a y s ,  M i t c h  w o u l d  g r i n  and r e m a r k  " w h a t  a d i f f i c u l t  t i m e  B e n j i  A d l e r  had w i t h  hi m i n  h e r  E n g l i s h  c l a s s . "  D u r i n g  h i g h  s c h o o l  he p l a y e d  b a s k e t b a l l ,  a game i n  w h i c h  he m a i n t a i n e d  an a c t i v e  i n t e r e s t  t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  l i f e .  A f t e r  g r a d u a t i n g  f r o m  F a i r b a n k s  H i g h  S c h o o l  i n  1 9 3 6 ,  he c o n t i n u e d  t o  p l a y  b a s k e t b a l l  as  a member o f  " S t i c k y "  G r i f f i n s  W o l v e r i n e s  i n  a l e a g u e  t h a t  had p l a y e r s  s u c h  a s  J o h n  B u t r o v i c h ,  J o e  F r a n i c h ,  B i l l  S t r o e c k e r ,  J a c k  W i l b u r  and t h e  R i n g s t a d  b r o t h e r s .  When q u e r i e d  a b o u t  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  h i s  t e a m ,  h i :  a n s w e r  w a s ,  "We p l a y e d  a l o t  o f  g ames  b u t  J o h n n y  B u t r o v i c h ' s  tea.i i  a l w a y s  se e m e d  t o  come o u t  a h e a d . "L i k e  many o t h e r  l o c a l  b o y s ,  M i t c h  wo r k e d  f o r  t h e  A l a s k a  Road C o m m i s s i o n  d u r i n g  h i g h  s c h o o l  summer v a c a t i o n s  and l a t e r  he was e m p l o y e d  f u l l - t i m e  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  h i g h w a y  c amps  i n  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  D i s t r i c t .  He d i d  h i s  j o b  w i t h  e n t h u s i a s m  and was a l w a y s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  l e a r n i n g  more a b o u t  h i s  wor k f r o m e x p e r i e n c e d  f e l l o w  w o r k e r s .



The r e s u l t  was t h a t  he d e v e l o p e d  a k n o w l e d g e  o f  h e a v y - d u t y  e q u i p m e n t ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a nd t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t h a t  w o u l d  s e r v e  hi m w e l l  i n  t h e  y e a r s  t o  c o m e .  H i s  s e n s e  o f  d e t a i l  a nd b a l a n c e  a l s o  came i n t o  f o c u s  w h i l e  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  r o a d  c o m m i s s i o n .  A b o u t  1 9 3 7 ,  B o b ,  a f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  a p a y c h e c k ,  d e c i d e d  t h a t  he was b e i n g  u n d e r  p a i d  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d .  He w e n t  t o  F r a n k  Na s h w i t h  h i s  a n a l y s i s  and F r a n k  t  j k  hi m t o  t h e  t i m e - k e e p e r  who s h o w e d " M i t c h "  t h a t  he was c r e d i t e d  w i t h  a l l  t h e  h o u r s  t h a t  he h a d w o r k e d .  The o f f s e t t i n g  f e a t u r e  was t h a t  " M i t c h "  was a t t e n d i n g  t o o  many me a l  s i t t i n g s  a nd t h a t  h i s  a c c o u r ' ' .  was b e i n g  d e d u c t e d  f o r  e v e r y  o n e  o f  t h e m.A f t e r  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  Army d u r i n g  W o r l d  War I I  i n  A l a s k a ,  C a n ad a  a n d  M o n t a n a ,  he r e t u r n e d  t o  F a i r b a n k s  a nd h i s  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  " F i g h t i n g  8 3 r d "  p r o v i d e d  a m u s e m e n t  f o r  h i s  a s s o c i a t e s - - b u t  o f t e n  l e f t  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n s  t o  t h e i r  i m a g i n a t i o n .•The h a p p i e s t  d a y  o f  M i t c h ' s  l i f e  was  on J a n u a r y  2 0 ,  1 9 4 5 ,  whenhe m a r r i e d  M a ry  M a u r e e n  L u d v i g s o n ,  a v i v a c i o u s ,  p e t i t e  g i r l  whoh a d come f r o m  B a r r o n ,  W i s c o n s i n ,  t o  wor k f o r  M e t c a l f ,  H a m i l t o nK a n s a s  C i t y  B r i d g e  Co mp an y a t  Ladd F i e l d  d u r i n g  Wo r l d  War I I .  Boband Mary c o n t i n u e d  t o  l i v e  i n  F a i r b a n k s  and w e r e  b l e s s e d  w i t h  t h r e ec h i l d r e n ,  G r e g o r y  C h a r l e s  M i t c h e l l ,  J a n e l l e  L o i s  We a v e r  a nd J u d i t hL o u i s e  J a s p e r s o n ,  a l l ,  who w i t h  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  s p o u s e s ,  J a c q u e l y n ,  Tom and J i m ,  r e s i d e  i n  F a i r b a n k s .  G r a n d c h i l d r e n  a r e  J o a n n  andD o u g l a s  W e a v e r ,  P e g g y  J a s p e r s o n ,  R o b e r t a  and G r e g o r y  M i t c h e l l  I I .A f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  t o  F a i r b a n k s ,  M i t c h ,  w i t h  h i s  l i f e - t i m e  f r i e n d  C l y d e  G e r a g h t y ,  f o r m e d  M i t c h e l l  T r u c k  a nd  T r a c t o r ,  I n c .The Company was o n e  o f  t h e  e a r l y  p i o n e e r  t r u c k i n g  c o m p a n i e sh a u l i n g  o v e r  t h e  R i c h a r d s o n  H i g h w a y  f r o m  V a l d e z .  The two p a r t n e r s  we r e  f o r w a r d  l o o k i n g  a n d  a l w a y s  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  m ore e f f i c i e n c y  t h a t  r e s u l t e d  i n  s u c h  i n n o v a t i v e  e q u i p m e n t  a s  a b o o s t e r  e n g i n e  and d r i v e



t r a i n  f o r  h i l l  c l i m b i n g - - a  u n i t  t h a t  was i n s t a l l e d  u n d e r  t h e  f l a t  bed o f  a 3 0 - f o o t  s e m i - t r a i l e r .In 1 9 5 2 ,  Bob M i t c h e l l ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  C l y d e  G e r a g h t y ,  C a r l  H e f l i n g e r ,  C a r l  E r i c k s o n  a nd H a r v e y  M a r l i n ,  J r . ,  f o r m e d  GHEMM C o mp a n y ,  I n c .  T h i s  co m p a n y  s t a r t e d  o u t  i n  e a r t h  wor k  a nd  e q u i p m e n t  r e n t a l  and h a s  grown o v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  p e r f o r m i n g  g e n e r a l  c o n t r a c t  work t h r o u g h o u t  c e n t r a l ,  n o r t h e r n  and w e s t e r n  A l a s k a ,  i n c l u d i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  A l y e s k a  p i p e l i n e - h i g h w a y  Y uk o n R i v e r  B r i d g e  j o i n t l y  w i t h  t h e  M o n s o n - O s b e r g  g r o u p  o f  S e a t t l e ,  W a s h i n g t o n . Good f r i e n d  C o n r a d  F r a n k  j o i n e d  Ghemm Company i n  1 9 5 9 .I n  1 9 5 7 ,  Bob f o r m e d  T i p  Top C h e v r o l e t ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  o t h e r  l o n g t i m e  F a i r b a n k s  a s s o c i a t e s  s u c h  a s  Bob G i n t h e r  and C l y d e  G e r a g h t y  and was P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h i s  c o m p a n y .  He was a l s o  a p a r t n e r  i n  M e t r o  Company a n d  T r i a  Company a nd  was P r e s i d e n t  o f  New S t a t e  L a n d s ,  I n c .I n t h e  e a r l y  1 9 6 0 ' s , GHEMM Company p e r f o r m e d  s e v e r a l  d i f f i c u l t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  j o b s  j o i n t l y  w i t h  Guy and D i c k  R i v e r s  a nd a l s o  o n e  f a i r l y  l a r g e  b r i d g e  j o b  a c r o s s  t h e  S u s i t n a  R i . v e r  a t  S u n s h i n e  on t h e  P a r k s  H i g h w a y  j o i n t l y  w i t h  t h e  R i v e r s  B r o t h e r s  a nd B i l l  V e h m i e r  o f  F a i r b a n k s .One o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  M i t c h e l l  T r u c k  a nd  T r a c t o r  e m p l o y e e s ,  W i l l i s  L u n d b e r g ,  i s  s t i l l  w i t h  GHEMM C o . ,  I n c .  Bob and W i l l i e  a l w a y s  wo r k e d  t o g e t h e r  t h r o u g h  t h i c k  and t h i n  t o  make t h i n g s  come o u t  f o r  t h e  c o m p a n y .Bob M i t c h e l l  was an e n t h u s i a s t i c  F a i r b a n k s  b o o s t e r  w i t h  an o u t g o i n g  p e r s o n a l i t y  t h a t  g a v e  an a i r  o f  w e l c o m e  and c o n f i d e n c e  t o  t h o s e  w i t h  whom he came i n  c o n t a c t .  He was i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  many b e a u t i f u l  r e s i d e n t a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s  and t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a  o'f S o u t h  F a i r b a n k s  and M e t r o  F i e l d  i n c l u d i n g  i t s



a i r p o r t  a nd  t h e  r a i l  s p u r  t o  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A i r p o r t .  M i t c h e l l  T r u c k  and T r a c t o r  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  M i t c h e l l  S u b d i v i s i o n ,  L e m e t a ,  A u r o r a  and W e s t g a t e .  l i t e r ,  GHEMM C o mp a n y ,  I n c .  was i n v o l v e d  w i t h  New S t a t e  L a n d s  i n  F a i r w e s t  and E d a n e l l a ." M i t c h "  was e s p e c i a l l y  p r o u d  o f  M e t r o  A i r p o r t  a nd t h e  R a i l r o a d  S p u r  t o  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A i r p o r t .  H i s  a s s o c i a t e s  o f t e n  j o k e d  t h a t  when a t a n k e r  t r a i n  w e n t  by o r  a H e r e  o r  o t h e r  l a r g e  a i r p l a n e  l a n d e d ,  M i t c h  was p r o b a b l y  o u t  t h e r e  s t a n d i n g  a t  a t t e n t i o n  i n  s a l u t e .D u r i n g  t h e s e  y e a r s ,  Bob was an i n s t r u m e n t  r a t e d  p i l o t  and wo u l d  f l y  p e r s o n n e l  a nd n e e d e d  p a r t s  and e q u i p m e n t  t o  t h e  p r o j e c t s  t o  h e l p  k e e p  t h e  j o b s  on s c h e d u l e .M i t c h  was  a l w a y s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  l e a d i n g  y o u n g  p e o p l e  and f r o m hi m many f o r t u n a t e  y o u n g  men and women l e a r n e d  s k i l l s  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  e q u i p m e n t  and mo s t  o f  a l l ,  t h e  v a l u e  o f  h a r d  w o r k ,  a p o s i t i v e  a p p r o a c h  t o  a l l  e n d e a v o r s  and a t t e n t i o n  t o  d e t a i l .  The y o u n g  p e o p l e  who w o r k e d  f o r  hi m w e r e  v e r y  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  p e r f o r m i n g  t h e i r  j o b  c o r r e c t l y  a s  he had d i r e c t e d  b u t  a l l  t o o  f r e q u e n t l y  when he w o u l d - b e  away f r o m t h e  s c e n e ,  some u n f o r t u n a t e  e v e n t  w o u l d  h a p p e n ,  . s u c h  as a t r a c t o r  g e t t i n g  s t u c k .  T h e y  w o u l d  t r y  w i t h  f e v e r i s h  d e s p e r a t i o n  t o  c o r r e c t  t h e  p r o b l e m  b u t  i n v a r i a b l y  he w o u l d  r e t u r n  b e f o r e  r e c o v e r y  had b e e n  m a d e ,  w o u l d  q u i c k l y  s u r v e y  t h e  p r o b l e m ,  t h e n  s i m p l y  c l i m b  on t h e  t r a c t o r  and w a l k  i t  o u t  o r  do some s o r t  o f  t h i n g  "so a p p a r e n t l y  s i m p l e " t o  o v e r c o m e  t h e  p r o b l e m .  Many o f  t h e s e  y o u n g  p e o p l e  a r e  h e r e  now and w i l l  be c a r r y i n g  on f o r  t h e .  g ood o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  and f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s .Bob was a s p e c i a l  p e r s o n  who was e n t h u s i a s t i c  and e n e r g e t i c  i n  a l l  o f  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s .  More o f t e n  t h a n  n o t  he c o u l d  be f o u n d  on a t r a c t o r  a t  4 : 3 0  -  5 : 0 0  a . m .  c a t c h i n g  up on work t h a t  n e e d e d



t o  bfc do ne t o  a s s u r e  c o n t i n u i t y  o f  p r o j e c t s .  A l s o ,  he was a man o f  a c t i o n  a nd  h a s  b e e n  known t o  s t i m u l a t e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  o t h e r s  by t h r o w i n g  a f u l l  b u c k e t  o f  i c e  w a t e r  on a p a r t n e r  e n j o y i n q  a l e i s u r e  s h o w e r .  You c a n  i m a g i n e  t h e  r e s u i t s .Hiis e x c e l l e n t  p e r s o n a l i t y  and s e n s e  o f  humor we r e  c a t c h i n g  a n d ,  a s  a r e s u l t ,  he was h i g h l y  r e s p e c t e d  by h i s  f e l l o w m a n  i n  a l l  w a l k so f  l i f e  a nd t h o s e  who cam e i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  hi m w e r e  t h a t  muchb e t t e r  o f f  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n .M i t c h ' s  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  l i f e  c a n  be s u m m a r i z e d  t o  a d e g r e e  by t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t h o u g h t s .1 .  T h e r e  i s  f a r  mo r e  t i m e  and money l o s t  by i n d e c i s i o n  t h a nby w r o n g  d e c i s i o . i  a n d  h i s  s u c c e s s  p r o v e d  t h e  p o i n t .
2 .  No m a t t e r  how d i f f i c u l t  o r  a d v e r s e  a p r o b l e m ,  t r e a t  i t  a s  an o p p o r t u n i t y .
3 .  When t h e  g o i n g  g e t s  t o u g h ,  t h e  t o u g h  g e t  g o i n g .
B r o t h e r  R o b e r t  J .  M i t c h e l l ,  R o l l  C a l l  Number  2 1 9 4 ,  j o i n e dI g l o o  # 4 ,  P i o n e e r s  o f  A l a s k a  on O c t o b e r  2 ,  1 9 5 1 .  He p a s s e d  away i n  Pa l m S p r i n g s ,  C a l i f o r n i a  on F e b r u a r y  2 3 ,  1980 w h i l e  i n  t h e  c om p an y o f  h i s  f r i e n d  a nd p a r t n  r o f  l o n g  s t a n d i n g ,  C l y d e  G e r a g h t y .  He i s  s u r v i v e d  by h i s  w i d o w ,  M a r y ,  who r e s i d e s  a t  t h e  f a m i l y  home a t  655 -  1 0 t h  A v e n u e ,  F a i r b a n k s  a nd h i s  c h i l d r e n  and g r a n d c h i l d r e n .H i s  s i s t e r ,  D o r o t h y ,  p r e c e d e d  hi m i n  d e a t h .The o u t s t a n d i n g  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t h a t  B r o t h e r  R o b e r t  J .  M i t c h e l l  h a s  made t o  f a m i l y ,  f r i e n d s  a nd c o l l e a g u e s  w i l l  be l o n g  r e m e m b e r e d .  F a i r b a n k s  a nd A l a s k a  a r e  t h a t  much r i c h e r  f o r  h i s  h a v i n g  come t h i s  way a n d  p i o n e e r e d  on v a r i o u s  f r o n t s  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  s o c i e t y  i n  t h e  t r u e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  A l a s k a n  P i o n e e r s .
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Editorial Opinion and fomateni of

© a i B ^  r j © w s  -  j S S S s u e B * '

'‘t3deptod«miaAMTttan- ■ ■ NevUtJ to Hoot"
O t h e r  o p i n i o n s  e x p r e s s e d  o n  t h i s  p a g e  d o  n o t  necessarily 

r e f l e c t  t h o s e  o f  t h e  D a i l y  N e w s - M l n e r .
L.. '• '  ___________________________

‘i n t o  M itche ll tou ch
O n e  d o e s n ’t  h a v e  t o  l o o k  f a r  t o  s e e  t h e  m a r k s  

R o b e r t  J .  M i t c h e l l  l e f t  o n  F a i r b a n k s ,  a n d  w e ’l l  a l l  m i s s  
h i s  b r a n d  o f  f u l l - s p e e d - a h e a d  p r o m o t i o n  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e .

B o b  M i t c h e l l  w a s  b o r n  h e r e  i n  1918  a n d  d e v o t e d  h i s  
w h o l e  l i f e  t o  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  F a i r b a n k s  h a s  a  b i g  p l a c e  i n  
A l a s k a ’s  f u t u r e .  H e  h a d  a  c o n t a g i o u s  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  
t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  a n d  h e  n e v e r  a v o i d e d  t h e  h a r d  
w o r k  n e c e s s a r y  t o  m a k e  h i s  e f f o r t s  p a y  o f f .

A l l  o f  M r .  M i t c h e l l ’s  w o r k  w a s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  h i m .  
b u t  p e r h a p s  h i s  b i g g e s t  d r e a m  v, s  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  
i n d u s t r i a l  p r o p e r t y  s o u t h  o f  F a i r b a n k s .  H e ’s  t h e  m a n  
w h o  c o n v i n c e d  o t h e r  b u s i n e s s m e n  t o  f i n a n c e  a n d  
d o n a t e  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  l a b o r  n e c e s s a r y  t o  b u i l d  t h e  
r a i l  s p u r  t o  F a i r b a n k s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  A i r p o r t .  I t  m i g h t  
h a v e  b e e n  d o n e  e v e n t u a l l y ,  b u t  h t s  e f f o r t s  g o t  It  I n  t i m e  
t o  s e r v e  t h r o u g h  t h e  t r a n s - A l a s k a  p i p e l i n e  y e a r s  a n d  
p r o v i d e  i o w - c o s t  j e t  f u e l  s h i p p i n g  f r o m  t h e  N o r t h  P o l e  
R e f i n e r y  n o w .

H e  a n d  h i s  p a r t n e r s  a l s o  I n v e s t e d  t h e i r  o w n  l a b o r  
a n d  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  In  M e t r o  F i e l d  a n d  s o m e  o f  t h e  
i n d u s t r i e s  t h a t  h a v e  g r o w n  u p  a r o u n d  i t  a f t e r  t h i s  i n ­
d u s t r i a l  a i r  p a r k  o p e n e d .  T h i s  w a s  M r ?  M i t c h e l l ’s  w a y —  
h e  n e v e r  w a i t e d  f o r  t h i n g s  t o  h a p p e n ;  h e  m a d e  t h e m  
h a p p e n .

T h a t ’s  t h e  w a y  t h i n g s  < e r e  e v e r  s i n c e  .he c a m e  
b a c k  f r o m  h i s  W o r l d  W a r  11 h i t c h  t o  g e t  m a r r i e d  a n d  
f o r m  M i t c h e l l  T r u c k  a n d  T r a c t o r ,  a  p i o n e e r  n a m e  i n  
R i c h a r d s o n  H i g h w a y  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  H e  w a s  a l s o  
p r e s i d e n t  o f  T i p - T o p  C h e v r o l e t ,  o n e  o f  t h e  f o u n d e r s  o r  
G h e m m  C o . .  a  p a r t n e r  i n  M e t r o  C o m p a n y  a n d  T n a  
C o m p a n y  a n d  p r e s i d e n t  o f  N e w  S t a t e  L a n d s  I n c  B o t h  
h i s  f a m i l y  a n d  h i s  b u s i n e s s e s  a r c  a t l l !  h e n * ,  a n d  s t i l l  
L h n v m g .

B u t  p e r h a p s  M r  M i t c h e l l ' s  g r e a t e s t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  
w a s  t h e  l a s t i n g  s p i r i t  h e  l e f t  h e r e  t h r o u g h  Mis w o r k  a n d  
i n s p i r a t i o n  f o r  y o u n g  p e o p l e  i n  F a i r b a n k s  H e  w a s  a s  
d e v o t e d  t o  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  a s  n e  w a s  t o  t h e  b u s i n e s s  
w o r l d ,  a n d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h a t  w e  ll n e v e r  f o r g o t  B o h  
M i t c h e l l  a n d  t h e  s p e c i a l  t o u c h  h e  h a d  m  m a k i n g  o u r  
t o w n  a  b e t t e r  p l a c e  t o  l i v e

G. *  f __________u  j  j --------
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2 Mile Freeman Hoad. 
ie  padlock was broken 
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seen in .i nar. drinking and moving 
front his residence without notifying his 
parole officer He said the last point 
was not true 

Still another inmate, in (or selling 
marijuana, said he has refused to go 
before the parole board and will instead 
serve his full three years rjiher than 
play games with a parole hearing 

"I liao Rev Lvons »ay that I'm an 
insult to come up tor parole." one in­
mate said 

"This is my first adull offense." one 
man testified, but the board dwelled on

thought the board should have  
professional members, and several 
said yes

Inmates also said they would like in 
have hallway houses to help them re­
integrate into sooif tv

"We have a lot of people in here tor 
three and lour years liecause they got 
drunk or left their areas oI residence 
wnhout ihe parole board's permission 
It costs the state $26,000 a year !o keep a 
man in h erc -o v er  a drunk’ It's pretty 
serious " one inmate said

R o b e r t  M i t c h e l l  r i t e  W e d n e s d a y

A memorial service for Robert J 
M itch e ll, presid en t of T ip-Top  
Chevrolet and one of Ihe founders of 
Ghemm C o . will be Wednesday at t 
p m  at the United Methodist Church. 
9!5> Second Ave 

The service will be conducted jointly 
bv the church and the Pioneers of 
Alaska

Mitchell. 61. died Saturday while 
vacationing in Palm Desert. Calif.

He wtis born in Fairbanks Nov. 2. 
1918. to Eliza and Charles Mitchell and 
had lived here all his life 

Mitchell attended grade school and 
high school in Fairbanks graduating in 
1936. He was active in basketball and 
p la y e d  w ith  “ S t ic k y ”  G ritfln s  
Wolverines in ihe sam e league as John 
Butrovich. Joe Framed. Bill Stroecker. 
Jack Wilbur and Ihe Rmgstad brothers.

After serving in the U S  Army during 
World War II in Alaska. Canada and 
Montana, he lormed Mil rhell Truck 
and Tractor Inc with Clyde Geraghl v 

He married Mary M lurccn l.ud- 
vigson on Jan. 20. 1945 Their three 
children. Gregory Cha les Mitchell. 
Janelle Lois Weaver and Judith l-ouise 
Jasperson. live in Fairba iks.

The Mitchells' grandchildren are 
Joann and Douglas Weaver. Peggy 
Jasperson. Roberta Mitchell and 
Gregory Mitchell II 

MilcheM Truck and Tractor was one 
of Ihe early trucking companies hauling 
over the Richardson Highway from 
Valdez

It built such innovative eijuipmenl as 
a booster engine and drive train tor 
clim bing hills that was installed under 
the flatlH.’d ot a :io loot semi trailer 

l a  1952 Mitchell formed Ghemm Co 
with Geraghty. Carl Hoilmger. Carl 
Erickson and Harvey Marlin Jr 

Ghemm began in carlh work and 
equipment rental and expanded over 
the years to perform general contract 
work throughout Alaskj In a joint 
effort with a .Seattle company. Ghemm 
huili the Yukon River Bridge 

In 1957 Mitchell founded Tip Top 
Chevrolet along with other longtime 
Fairbanks residixits Re was also a 
partner in Metro Company and Tria

R O B E R T  M I T C H E L L

Company and was president of New  
State lands Inc 

Hr was instrumental in developing 
several subdivisions and the industrial 
area south ol Fairbanks 

"Milch." as he was known to his 
friends was dedicated to leading young 
people and instilling in them the value 
o ( hard work and a posiiive approach lo 
life

The family asks that memorials be 
given to the Alaska Special Olympics. 
102-1 Kelluni St , or lo the L'rnted 
Methodist Church 

Honorary pallbearers are Peter 
Kagan. Randy Frank. Sieve Frank. 
Mike Geraghty. S ieve Geraghty. 
Robbie Oimlher. Bill Gordon. Harvev 
Marlin III. Gary Norrgard. Gary 
Wilken Carl Knekson. Con Frank. 
Clyde Ger.ightv, Harvey Marlin Jr.. 
Rob Bettisworth. Jack Cook. Jim  
Diermger. Dan Kagan. Rob Guniher. 
Rod Meycres Francis O'Connor Ralph 
Padon Mjrk Itingsiad Jack Wilbur. 
Clyde Hovik Gone Rogge. Gene Miller. 
Hurry Porter, Cliff Burglm, Wally 
Rurnett Tom Miklautsch and le o  
Schott feldt

k  rite set

ATTENTION
All Members of theCULINARY UNION LOCAL 879 

NEXT REGULAR MEETING
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T e x t  f r o m  P u b l i c  H e a r i n g  i n  F a i r b a n k s

T h u r s d a y ,  M a r c h  2 7 ,  1986

On H o u s e  B i l l  6 6 4 ,  S e n a t e  B i l l  461

12 Noon t o  Two P . M . ,  N o e l  W ie n  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y

S e n a t o r  C o g h i l l

" O k a y ,  we w i l l  b r i n g  o u r  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  t o  o r d e r  a n d  i t s  1 2 : 1 0  p . m .  a n d  
i t s  t h e  2 7 t h  o f  M a r c h  1 9 8 6 .  The  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  h e a r i n g  t o d a y  i s  t o  
d i s c u s s  a n d  g a t h e r  o p i n i o n s  on  H o u s e  B i l l  6 6 4  a n d  S e n a t e  B i l l  4 6 1 ,  B o t h  
e n t i t l e d  a n  a c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  n a m i n g  t h e  R o b e r t  J .  M i t c h e l l  E x p r e s s w a y .
My name i s  J a c k  C o g h i l l  a n d  I  am c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
C o m m i t t e e .  I t  i s  my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  h o l d  t h e  h e a r i n g .  I n  o r d e r  f o r  
u s  t o  name a  r o a d  o r  a  e x p r e s s w a y  a f t e r  a  p e r s o n  u s i n g  f e d e r a l  f u n d s  we 
h a v e  t o  h a v e  a  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a  i n  w h i c h  i t  i s  g o i n g  t o  
e f f e c t .

I  h a v e  kn o w n  Bob M i t c h e l l  f o r  a s  l o n g  a s  I  c a n  r e c a l l ,  I  r e m e m b e r  w he n  
h e  w a s  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  o l d  r o a d  c o m m i s s i o n .  A f t e r  we a l l  g o t  o u t  o f  
t h e  s e r v i c e  h e  h a d  a l r e a d y  s t a r t e d  h i s  t r u c k  a n d  t r a c t o r  b u s i n e s s .  A 
l o t  o f  u s  b o y s ,  w hen  we g o t  o u t  o f  t h e  s e r v i c e ,  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  t h a t  we 
w e n t  w a s  t o  w o r k  w i t h  B o b b y  M i t c h e l l .  We w e r e  e i t h e r  g r e a s i n g  c a t s  o r  
w o r k i n g  i n  o n e  way o r  a n o t h e r .  I t  wa s  h i s  w a y  o f  k e e p i n g  t h e  home t o w n  
u o y s  g o i n g .  A f t e r  h e  e x p a n d e d  l o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  h e  h a d  a  f r e i g h t  
s e r v i c e  a n d  g o t  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  Ghemm Company a n d  w a s  i n v o l v e d  a n d  w a s  a  
t r e m e n d o u s  s u p p o r t e r  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  o f  A l a s k a . . . t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  
p r o j e c t i n g  t h i s  name f o r w a r d  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o m m i t t e e  i s  
c o n c e r n e d  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  t i m e  t h a t  we i n  A l a s k a  s t a r t  n a m i n g  some o f  o u r  
r o a d  a n a  r i g h t s - o f - w a y s  a f t e r  o u r  o l d  t i m e r s  t h a t  a r e  o u r  
c o n t e m p o r a r i e s .  We h a v e  p o p l e  s i g n i n g  u p ,  a n d  a s  y o u  come i n  we w o u l d  
l i k e  y o u  t o  come f o r w a r d  a n d  s i t  o n  o n e  o f  t h e  f r o n t  s e a t s  s o  t h a t  we 
c a n  t a p e  y o u  a n d  p u t  y o u  i n  t h e  r e c o r d . "

S e n a t o r  C o g h i l l  r e a d  t h e  l e t t e r  f r o m  B r u c e  S t a c e r ,  d a t e d  M a r c h  2 6 ,  1 9 8 6 .
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T e s t i m o n y  G i v e n

F r a n c i s  E r i c k s o n  
1205 1 0 t h  A v e n u e  
F a i r b a n k s ,  AK 9 9 701  
4 5 6 - 5 3 5 8
" I  am a l s o  a  l i f e  l o n g  A l a s k a n ,  I  h a v e  l i v e d  i n  F a i r b a n k s  f o r  64 y e a r s .
I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  v e r y  f i n e  a n d  v e r y  c o m m e n d a b l e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  
a r e  a  l o t  o f  o t h e r  p i o n e e r  t r u c k e r s  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  t h a t  h a v e  n o t  h a d  
much r e c o g n i t i o n ,  l i k e  G e z z y  ( s p e l l i n g ? )  a n d  R o g g y  ( s p e l l i n g ? )  j u s t  t o  
name t w o .  I  t h i n k  t h a t  i t  i s  a b o u t  t i m e  t h a t  we g e t  t h e s e  o l d e r  t i m e r s  
i n .  As f a r  a s  a  p i o n e e r  t r u c k e r ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  B o b b y  s t a r t e d  i n  1 9 4 5 - 4 6  
a f t e r  t h e  w a r ;  a n d  h i s  p a r t n e r  G e r h a t t y ,  a n d  h i s  f a m i l y ,  a r e  c e r t a i n l y  
w e l l  know h e r e .  T h e y  h a v e  e x t e n d e d  t h e m s e l v e s  o v e r  q u i t e  some e x p a n s e .  
C l y d e  i s  g o i n g  t o  b e  t h e  g r a n d  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  g r a n d  i g l o o  h e r e  i n  a  
c o u p l e  o f  y e a r s .  I  t h i n k  t h a t  h e  d e s e r v e s  some r e c o g n i t i o n  a l s o .

T h e r e  a r e  q u i t e  a  f e w  h e r e ,  a n d  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  R a i l r o a d  S p u r  a n d  t h e  
M i t c h e l l  r a c e  way a n d  s o  o n ,  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  p a r t n e r s  i n  t h a t  e n t e r p r i s e  
t h a t  n e v e r  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  som e r e c o g n i t i o n  e i t h e r .  I  a . . .  t  know  i f  y o u  
h a v e  t o  b e  d e c e a s e d  t o  r e c e i v e  r e c o g n i t i o n ,  b u t  i t  k i n d  o f  s e e m s  t h a t  
w a y .  I  t h i n k  t h a t  i t  i s  a b o u t  t i m e  t h a t  we t u r n e d  t o  some o f  t h e  o t h e r s  
h e r e .  D o n ' t  m i s u n d e r s t a n d ,  I  w a s  a  f r i e n d  o f  Bob M i t c h e l l ' s  a n d  k ne w  
h i m  a l l  my l i f e ,  b u t  y o u  p e o p l e  h a v e  a  l i t t l e  m o r e  s a y  s c  a n d  w hen  y o u  
g e t  b e h i n d  a l l  o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  i t  s e e m s  t h a t  w h e n  I  r e a d  i n  t h e  p a p e r  
i t  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  d o n e .  By t h e  t i m e  t h a t  we g e t  h e r e  a n d  g e t  t o  t h e  
h e a r i n g . . . t h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  we h e a r d  o f  i t .  I  d i d n ' t  h a v e  t i m e  
f o r . . . w e l l  t o  g e t  b a c k g r o u n d  o n  som e o t h e r s  t h a t  I  w o u l d  h a v e  na m ed 
p r o b a b l y ,  b e c a u s e  I  j u s t  r e a d  i t  i n  t h e  p a p e r  y e s t e r d r - y . So s o m e t i m e s ,
I  f e e l  t h a t  we n e e d  a  l i t t l e  m o r e  a d v a n c e d  w a r n i n g  o f  t h e s e  h e a r i n g  
t o o . "
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J o e  T r e m a r e l l o  
Box 8 0 9 7 4  
C o l l e g e ,  AK 9 9 7 5 3

" I  am a  f o r t y  y e a r  r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  a r e a  a n d  I  f e e l  t h a t  i t  i s  
v e r y  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  a n d  c e r t a i n l y  s u p p o r t ,  H o u s e  B i l l  66 4  a n d  S e n a t e  B i l l  
4 61  a s  s t a t e d .  N o t  o n l y  f o r  B o b ' s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  a r e a  o f  
c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  b u t  a s  a  p a r e n t  r a i s i n g  h i s  f a m i l y  h e r e  a n d  h i s  s u p p o r t  t o  
my b a c k g r o u n d  i n  t e a c h i n g .  H i s  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  s c h o o l s  a n d  t h e  s t a f f  
o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  h a s  b e e n  c o m m e n d a b l e .  He d i d  a  l o t  f o r  y o u t h  a n d  I  f e e l  
t h a t  i t  w o u l d  b e  v e r y  a p p t o p r i a t e  t o  n am e  t h i s  e x p r e s s w a y  a f t e r  B o b . "

Ken F a n n i n g  
Rox 8 0 2 9 2  
C o l l e g e ,  AK 9 9 7 0 8

" I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  cor .  r / r  o n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  c o m m e n t s .  I  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  n a m i n g  s o m e t h i n g  a f t e r  s o m e b o d y  o f  r e c e n t  
g e n e r a t i o n  x.Th o ,  i n  f a c t ,  h a s  l e f t  a  s t r o n g  f a m i l y  u n i t  t h a t  i s  
c o n t i n u i n g  o n  w a y .  I  t h i n k ,  p e r s o n a l l y ,  t h a t  i t  i s  a  g o o d  i d e a  t o
c o n s i d e r  n a m i n g  f . h i s  r o a d  i rter  p e o p l e  t h a t  a r e  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  s u p p o r t  
t h e  c o m m u n i t y . "

O l i v e r  B a c k l u n d  
No A d d r e s s  G i v e n
P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  P i o n e e r s  I g l o o

" I  s u p p o r t  t h i s  b i l l ,  I  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  g o i n g  t o  b e  a  l o t  o f  o t h e r  
r o a d s  t h a t  we  c a n  nam e a  l o t  o f  o t h e r  A l a s k a  p i o n e e r s  a f t e r .  I  t h i n k  
R o b e r t  M i t c h e l l  w a s  r e a l l y  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  a r e a  a n d  a  r e s p e c t e d  l o c a l  
b u s i n e s s m a n .  I  r e a l l y  s u p p o r t  t h i s  b i l l . "

J o e  B a l c h  
7 6 6 5  S a l c h a  R o a d  
S a l c h a ,  AK 9 9 7 1 4

" I  l i k e  M i t c h e l l ,  a l t h o u g h  t h a t  w a s  a  f e w  y e a r s  a g o ,  t o  t e l l  y o u  t h e  
t r u t h .  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s e e  t h e  r o a d s  n a m e d  a f t e r  a  man t h a t  w a s  s o  
i n d u s t r i a l  i n s t e a d  o f  some p o l i t i c i a n .  He h a s  s e e n  h i s  s c h o o l i n g  
t h r o u g h  t h e  s c h o o l  o f  h a r d  k n o c k s ,  a c t u a l l y ,  a n d  I  t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a n  
a p p r o p r i a t e  n am e  f o r  i t . "
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S h i r l e y  D e m i e n t i e f f  
1205 K e n n i c o t t  
F a i r b a n k s ,  AK 9 9 7 0 1

" I  h a v e  b e e n  i n  F a i r b a n k s  f o r  t w e n t y  y e a r s  i n  a l l  a n d  I  w a s  b o r n  a n d  
r a i s e d  i n  N e n a n a ,  a s  y o u  know  Mr .  C o g h i l l .  I  h a v e  n o  p r o b l e m  w i t h  
n a m i n g  r o a d s  a f t e r  p e o p l e .  T h a t  d o e s  n o t  b o t h e r  me a t  a l l .  I  l i k e  t h e  
i d e a  o f  t h e ' S o u t h  E x p r e s s w a y ,  I  t h i n k  t h a t  i t  i s  l o n g  o v e r d o ,  T t h i n k  
t h a t  i t  i s  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  we r e a l l y  n e e d e d .  B u t  my p r o b l e m ,  J a c k ,  i s  
t h a t  w hen  I  f i r s t  h e a r d  t h e  name I  s a i d  'w h o  i s  R o b e r t  M i t c h e l l ? 1 So 
f a r  I  h e a r d . . . I  d o n ' t  e v e n  know  i f  h e  i s  d e a d  o r  a l i v e . . . w i t h  no  
d i s r e s p e c t ,  I  h a v e  n o  i d e a  o f  h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n .  I  am 
a s s u m i n g  t h a t  h e  i s  s o m e o n e  who i s  a  g o o d  g u y .  My i d e a  i s  a  l i t t l e  b i t  
d i f f e r e n t .  I  w o u l d  t h i n k  t h a t . . . N a t i v e s  m ake  a  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  10 -15% o f  
t h e  s t a t e w i d e  p o p u l a t i o n  now a n d  t h e r e  i s  r e a l l y  n o t h i n g  named a f t e r  
N a t i v e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r . . .

What  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s e e  i s  t h a t  t h e  e x p r e s s w a y  b e  na m e d  a f t e r  o u r  
c h a m p i o n  d o g  r a c e r .  G e c i g e  A t t l a ,  s e v e n  t i m e  w i n n e r  o f  t h e  N o r t h  
A m e r i c a n ,  e l e v e n  t i m e  w i n n e r  o f  t h e  R o n d e v u e  i n  A n c h o r a g e .  He i s  a  
H u s l i a  H u s t l e r ,  h e  l i v e s  i n  N o r t h  P o l e ,  h e  w i l l  b •» u s i n g  t h a t  r o a d .
T h a t  w o u l d  b e  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  c u r r e n t ,  t h a t  i s  w e l l  k n o w n ;  w h e n  
y o u  a s k  who G e o r g e  A t t l a  i s ,  n o b o d y  i s  g o i n g  t o  s a y  'w h o  i s  G e o r g e  
A t t l a ? '  t h e y  a r e  g o i n g  t o  kn ow  who h e  i s .  I t  w o u l d  b e  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  I  
w o u l d  b e  e x t r e m e l y  p r o u d  o f  a n d  t h a t  o t h e r  p e o p l e  c o u l d  b e  e x t r e m e l y  
p r o u d  o f  L o o .  I  j u s t  h e a r d  a b o u t  t h i s  e a r l y  t h i s  w e e k  b u t  I  h a v e  b e e n  
a b l e  t o  g e t  t h e s e  n a m e s  o f  p e o p l e .  T h i s  i s  s t r i c t l y  g r a s s  r o o t s ,  n o t  
g o i n g  a n y w h e r e  o t h e r  t h a n  FNA a n d  T a n a n a  C h i e f s .  T h o s e  a r e  o v e r  a  
h u n d r e d  n a m e s  o f  p e o p l e  t h a t  f e e l  t h e  sa me  w a y  t h a t  I  d o  a b o u t  t h i s  
e x p r e s s w a y .  (Ms.  D e m i e n t i e f f  b r o u g h t  a  p e t i t i o n  t o  t h e  t a b l e  a n d  
p r e s e n t e d  i t  t o  S e n a t o r  C o g h i l l )  T h a t  ( t h e  p e t i t i o n )  i s  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  
t h e  name " G e o r g e  A t t l a  E x p r e s s w a y . "

P e t e  E a g a n  
P . O .  Box 11 7 0  
F a i r b a n k s ,  AK 9 9 7 0 1  
4 5 6 - 4 7 9 3

"My name i s  P e t e  E a g a n ,  I  w a s  b o r n  a n d  r a i s e d  h e r e  i n  F a i r b a n k s  a n d  I  
h a v e  known Bob M i t c h e l l  s i n c e  I  w a s  a  c h i l d .  He w a s  a  r e a l  g o o d  f r i e n d  
o f  my f a m i l y ' s .  L a t e r  on  7 h a d  t h e  h o n o r  t o  h a v e  w o r k e d  f o r  Bob when I  
was  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l  a n d  c o l l e g e .  L l e a r n e d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  f r o m  B o b .  He 
w a s  a  v e r y  f i n e  m a n ,  w e l l  l i k e d  b y  e v e r y o n e  i n  t o w n .  He h a d  a  t e r r i f i c  
s e n s e  o f  h u m o r ,  a n d  h e  wa s  d e f i n i t e l y  f r o m  t h e  o l d  s c h o o l ,  w h e r e  y o u r  
w o r d  w a s  y o u r  b o n d .  I f  Rob t o l d  y o u  h e  w o u l d  do  s o m e t h i n g ,  h e  w o u l d  do  
i t .  He w a s  v e r y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  w h o l e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  S o u t h  
F a i r b a n k s ,  I n d u s t r i a l  a r e a  a n d  I  t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  w o u l d  b e  a  v e r y  f i t t i n g  
t r i b u t e  t o  Bob t o  name t h i s  new  e x p r e s s w a y  a f t e r  h i m .  T h a n k  y o u . "
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H a r o l d  R. H e r n i n g  
Box 1792
F a i r b a n k s ,  AK 9 9 7 0 1  
4 8 8 - 2 2 9 1

" I  k n e w  Bob f o ~  43  y e a r s  u p  u n t i l  t h e  t i m e  o f  h i s  d e a t h .  I  t h i n k  B o b ,  
o f  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  F a i r b a n k s ,  p r o b a b l y  i s  o n e  o u r  t r u e s t  A l a s k a n s  we 
h a v e  e v e r  h a d .  He w a s  t r u l y  A l a s k a n  i n  e v e r y  s e n s e  a n d  t h e  n a m i n g  i n  
a p p r o p r i a t e .  T h i s  i s  h i s  home g r o u n d .  T h a t  i s  h i s  l i f e ,  t o  d e v e l o p  
t h a t  a r e a  a n d  I  t h i n k  t h a t  i t  i s  n o  m o r e  t h a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  t h a t  a  man o f  
M s  c a l i b e r  b e  r e c o g n i z e d .  T h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  t h a t  c a n  b e  s a i d  a b o u t  3ob  
t n a t  i s  w r o n g .  The  o n l y  t h i n g  t h a t  c a n  b e  s a i d  i s  p r a i s e  a s  f a r  a s  Bob 
i s  c o n c e r n e d .  I  t h a n k  y o u . "

J i m  D esmo nd  
No A d d r e s s  G i v e n

" I  w o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  l i k e  t o  t e s t i f y  f o r  t h e  b i l l s  t o  name t h e  E x p r e s s w a y  
t h e  R o b e r t  J .  M i t c h e l l .  I  k n e w  Bob f o r  y e a r s  a n d  y e a r s .  A w o n d e r f u l  
m a n ,  a n d  i n s p i r a t i o n  t o  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  w e r e  my a g e  w h e n  I  w a s  a  
t e e n a g e r  w h e n  we i n t e r a c t e d  w i t h  B ob by  a  l o t .  And I  c e r t a i n l y  f e e l  t h a t  
h e  i s  w o r t h y  o f  t h e  h o n o r . "

T e r r y  P .  M cL ean  
1907 C a p i t a l  
F a i r b a n k s ,  AK 9 9 7 0 9

" Y e s ,  J a c k ,  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t e s t i f y  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  R o b e r t  J .  M i t c h e l l  
E x p r e s s w a y .  I  p e r s o n a l l y  owe a  g r e a t  d e a l  t o  R o b e r t  M i t c h e l l  a n d  h i s  
p a r t n e r s  i n  Ghemm Co m p an y .  I  w a s  a b l e  t o  c o m p l e t e  my e d u c a t i o n  a t  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  d u e  t o  t h e i r  summer  a n d  w i n t e r  e m p l o y m e n t .  B o b b y  
M i t c h e l l  w a s  a l w a y s  a  f r i e n d  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  b o s s .  A l t h o u g h  w h e n  h e  ma de  
up  h i s  m i n d  t o  do  s o m e t h i n g  i t  w a s  o f t e n  d i f f i c u l t  t o  g e t  h i m  t o  c h a n g e  
h i s  m i n d ,  h e  w o u l d  a l w a y s  h e a r  y o u  o u t  o r  l i s t e n  t o  y o u r  s u g g e s t i o n s  a n d  
i d e a s .  A l t h o u g h  A i r  N o r t h  i s  n o  l o n g e r  f l y i n g  i t  p r o v i d e d  j o b s  f o r  ma ny  
m any  p e o p l e  a n d  p i l o t s  t h a t  a r e  t o d a y  f l y i n g  j e t s  a l l  o v e r  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  a n d  t h e  W o r l d .  Bo bb y  M i t c h e l l  w o r k e d  t h o u s a n d s  o f  h o u r s  t o  
b u i l d i n g  t h e  r u n w a y  a t  M e t r o  F i e l d  a n d  w a s  a l w a y s  a b l e  t o  h e l p  p e o p l e ,  
n o  m a t t e r  w h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  T h o u s a n d s  o f  p e o p l e  h a v e  e n j o y e d  s t o c k  
c a r  r a c i n g  b e c a u s e  B o b b y  M i t c h e l l  a n d  Ghemm c o m p a n y  a l l o w e d  GFRA t o  
b u i l d  t h e  r a c e  way  a c r o s s  f r o m  t h e  f l o a t  p o n d  a t  M e t r o  F i e l d .  Many o f  
t h e  r o a d s  t h a t  w e r e  b u i l t  t h a t  w i l l  i n t e r t i e  w i t h  t h e  E x p r e s s w a y  w e r e  
b u i l t  b y  B o b b y  M i t c h e l l  o r  p e o p l e  t h a t  h e  h e l p e d  p r o v i d e  e m p l o y m e n t  f o r .  
I  f e e l  t h a t  i t  r e a l l y  m a k e s  s e n s e  t o  h o n o r  t h o s e  t h a t  h a v e  h e l p e d  b u i l d  
t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  
a r e a . "
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M a r k  R i n g s t a d  
502  M o n r o e  S t r e e t  
F a i r b a n k s ,  AK 9 9 7 0 1  
4 5 6 - 5 7 3 4

" I  k n e w  Bob M i t c h e l l  a l l  my l i f e ,  wa s  r a i s e d  w i t h  h i m  h e r e  i n  F a i r b a n k s .  
Bob w a s  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n d u s t r y  a n d  t r u c k i n g  i n d u s t r y  a l l  o f  h i s  
a d u l t  l i f e . * He w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  p r i m e  m o v e r s  f o r  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t o  g o  t o  
t h e  S o u t h  F a i r b a n k s  a r e a .  He w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  m a j o r  d e v e l o p e r s  o f  t h e  
e n t i r e  Van H o r n  R oad  a r e a .  I  t h i n k  t h a t  i t  i s  m o s t  f i t t i n g  a n d  m o s t  
a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  name t h a t  e x p r e s s w a y  a f t e r  h i m . "

G a r y  W i l k e n
2 6 0 0  R i v e r v i e w  D r i v e
F a i r b a n k s ,  AK 9 97 01

" I  c a r r y  w i t h  me some w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y ,  S e n a t o r ,  f r o m  B i l l  G o r d o n  a n d  a 
l e t t e r  f r o m  P e t e  E a g a n  S r .  a n d  Dan E a g a n ,  t h e y  a r e  o u t  o f  t o w n  a n d  
w a n t e d  t o  b e  s u r e  t h a t  t h e y  h e a r d  t o d a y .  J u s t  a  c o u p l e  o f  t h i n g s . . . i t  
i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me t o  t a l k  a b o u t  Bob M i t c h e l l ,  h e  w a s  s u c h  a  b i g  p a r t  o f  
my l i f e ,  B o b ,  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  S o u t h  F a i r b a n k s  a r e a ,  we a l l  k n o w ,  w a s  o n e  
o f  t h e  l e a c u r s  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  t h a t  a r e a .  I  w e n t  t o  w o r k  w i t h  Bob i n  t h e
e a r l y  s i x t i e s  w h e n  t h e r e  w a s  n o t h i n g  b u t  a  d i r t  r o a d  a n d  h e  l e a d  u s  o f f
i n t o  t h e  m u s k e g  a n d  s a i d  ’ t h i s  s h a l l  b e  a  a i r p o r t . '  S o ,  we kno w t h a t  h e  
w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  w a s  i n s t r u m e n t a l .  To name  t h a t  h i g h w a y  a f t e r  
h i m  i s  v e r y  f i t t i n g .  I  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p r o v i d e  t e s t i m o n y  
a n d  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  b i l l s  p a s s i n g .  T h a n k s ,  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y . "

N a n c y  L e e  B a k e r  
49  T i m b e r l a n d  D r i v e  
F a i r b a n k s ,  AK 9 9 7 0 1

" I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  c o m m e n t ,  a n d  I  am g o i n g  t o  c o m m e n t  b e f o r e  I  r e a d  t h e
b i l l ,  my i d e a  i s  t h a t  t h e  r o a d  s h o u l d  b e  c a l l e d  t h e  P a r k s  H i g h w a y
E x t e n s i o n ,  b e c a u s e  t h a t  i s  w h a t  i t  l o g i c a l l y  i s .  T h a t  i s  w h a t  p e o p l e  
w i l l  c a l l  i t  n a t u r a l l y .  One r e a s o n  t h a t  T. am a  l i t t l e  c o n c e r n e d  i s  t h a t  
I  h a p p e n  t o  m ake  a  s m a l l  map m y s e l f  ( i n  t h e  r e c o r d ) . To p u t  a n o t h e r  
name  o n  i t ,  f o r  map m a k e r s  a n d  f o r  t o u r i s t s  i c  s e e m s  t o  me t h a t  i t  w o u l d  
b e  u t t e r  c o n f u s i o n .  L o g i c a l l y  i t  i s  t h e  P a r k s  H i g h w a y  e x t e n s i o n .  I  
h a v e  a  l o t  o f  r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  p e r s o n  na m e d  h e r e ,  b u t  t h a t  i s  b e s i d e  t h e
p o i n t .  I  d o n ’ t  t h i n k  t h a t  we h a v e  a  r i g h t  t o  go  a r o u n d  c o n f u s i n g  t h e
p u b l i c . "
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W a l l e y  B u r n e t t  
1901  C r o s s o n  
F a i r b a n k s ,  AK 9 9 7 0 1

" S e n a t o r  C o g h i l l ,  i t  i s  n i c e  t o  b e  h e r e .  Y e s t e r d a y  I  t a l k e d  t o  a  c o u p l e  
o f  p e o p l e  a n d  t h e y  m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e y  
w o u l d  be  n a m i n g  t h e  S o u t h  F a i r b a n k s  E x p r e s s w a y .  Bob M i t c h e l l  wa s  a  l o n g  
t i m e  F s i r b a r i k s a n  f r o m  a  l o n g  t i m e  F a i r b a n k s  f a m i l y .  He w a s  v e r y  
i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  Van H o r n  a n d  P e g e r  R o a d ,  i n  w h i c h  t h i s  
r o a d  w i l l  b e  p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h .  I f  y o u  w i l l  r e c a l l  i n  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s  o f  
t h e  p i p e  l i n e ,  Bob M i t c h e l l  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  m a i n  p e o p l e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  R a i l r o a d  t h a t  w e n t  i n t o  t h e  S o u t h  F a i r b a n k s  a r e a .  He 
m o v e d  l o t s  o f  g r a v e l  a n d  made  l o t a  o f  r o a d s ,  o f t e n  w i t h  o u t  p a y .  I  f e e l  
t h a t  when  we d r i v e  b a c k  a n d  f o r t h  o n  A i r p o r t  R o a d ,  Van H o r n  a n d  P e g e r ,  
a n d  we do g o  t h r o u g h  t h e  e x p r e s s w a y ,  we do  t h i n k  o f  o u r  g o o d  f r i e n d  Bob 
M i t c h e l l .  I  w h o l e  h e a r t e d l y  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  g i v e  my a p p r o v a l  o f  p u t t i n g  
h i s  name i n t o  n a m i n g  i t  t h e  M i t c h e l l  E x p r e s s w a y . "

H a r v e y  M a r l i n  
6 6 5  1 0 t h  A v e .
F a i r b a n k s ,  AK 9 9 7 0 1

" I  h a v e  l i v e d  i n  F a i r b a n k s  s i n c e  192 9  a n d  h a v e  know Bob M i t c h e l l  f r o m  
t h a t  d a y  f o r w a r d .  N o t  o n l y  a s  a  c l a s s m a t e ,  b u t  a s  a  g o o d  a n d  p e r s o n a l  
f r i e n d .  When i t  came t o  my a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  e x p r e s s w a y  w a s  t o  b e  
n a m e d ,  p e r h a p s  a n y w a y ,  i n  memory  o f  Bob M i t c h e l l ,  I  w a s  v e r y  d e f i n i t e l y  
i m p r e s s e d  a n d  I  s t i l l  am.  I  t h i n k  t h a t  i t  i s  a  v e r y  w i s e  m o v e .  Bob was  
a  g e n t l e m a n  t h a t  p r o m o t e d  f o r  t h e  C i t y  o f  F a i r b a n k s  a l l  o f  h i s  w o r k i n g  
y e a r s .  As a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  h e  b e g a n  h i s  w o r k i n g  c a r e e r  w i t h  t h e  A l a s k a  
R o a d  C o m m i s s i o n .  B o t h  h e  a n d  h i s  p a r t n e r  b e g a n  a  t r u c k i n g  o p e r a t i o n  
f r o m  V a l d e z  t o  F a i r b a n k s  w i t h  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  v e t e r a n s  a i d .  T h e r e  
a g a i n  t h e y  c o n t i n u e d  o n  i n  t o  t h e  h i g h w a y  p r o g r a m ,  C l y d e  p r e v i o u s  t o  
t h a t  w a s  a  m a s t e r  m e c h a n i c  t o  t h e  r o a d  c o m m i s s i o n .  Bob M i t c h e l l  h a s  
a l w a y s  b e e n  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  r o a d  s y s t e m  a n d  h a s  a l w a y s  d o n e  a  g r e a t  
a m o u n t  o v e r  a n d  a b o v e  w a l k i n g  t h e  e x t r a  m i l e  t o  m a k e  t h e  r o a d s  w i t h i n  
o u r  c o m m u n i t y  b e t t e r ,  n o t  a l w a y s  f o r  p a y ,  b y  t h e  w a y .  I  t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  
i s  a  v e r y  w i s e  c h o i c e  a n d  I  am o n e  t h o u s a n d  p e r c e n t  i n  f a v o r  o f  i t . "
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Con Frank

2 0 0  G o l d  D u s t  D r i v e  
F a i r b a n k s ,  AK 9 9 7 0 7  
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" W e l l ,  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s a y  t h a t  I  w o u l d  e n d o r s e  t h e  n a m i n g  o f  t h i s  
s e c t i o n  o f  h i g h w a y  f o r  R o b e r t  M i t c h e l l .  I  h a v e  kn ow n h i m  a l m o s t  f o r t y  
y e a r s  s i n c e ' I  came  t o  A l a s k a .  He w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  p e o p l e  t h a t  I  m e t  
w h e n  I  came h e r e .  I  h a v e  b e e n  a  p a r t n e r  w i t h  h i m  a n d  c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  
w i t h  h i m  f o r  t w e n t y  y e a r s .  He w a s  a  v e r y  p o s i t i v e  p e r s o n  a n d  d e d i c a t e d
a  l o t  o f  h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  F a i r b a n k s ,  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e
S o u t h  F a i r b a n k s  a r e a .  He s t a r t e d  o u t  o n  S o u t h  C u s h m a n ,  h e  a n d  h i s  
p a r t n e r ,  s t a r t e d  i n  t h e r e  i n  1 9 4 8 - 4 9  a n d  t h e n  g r a d u a l l y  moved  f u r t h e r  
s o u t h  t h e r e  t o  t h e  Van H o r n  R o ad  a r e a .  I  w o u l d  j u s t  l i k e  t o  s a y  t h a t  I
w o u l d  e n d o r s e  t h i s  n a m i n g . "

S e n a t o r  C o g h i l l

" T h a n k  y o u  v e r y  mu ch  M r .  F r a n k ,  i s  t h e r j  a n y o n e  e l s e  t h a t  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  
m ake  a  s t a t e m e n t ?  I f  n o t ,  t h e n  o u r  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  i s  c l o s e d .  T h i s  w i l l  
b e  t r a n s c r i b e d  a n d  w i l l  b e  p u t  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d .  I t  w i l l  b e  u s e d  i n  t h e  
d e l i b e r a t i o n  o f  b o t h  t h e  H o u s e  a n d  S e n a t e .  T h e y  may w a n t  t o  h a v e  m o r e  
h e a r i n g s .  I f  t h a t  i s  t h e  c a s e ,  t h e n  t h i s  w i l l  b e  p a r t  o f  t h a t  r e c o r d . "
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L e t ’s  c a l l  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  t h e  P a r k s  H i g h w a y

By NANCV LEE BAKER 
' The four-mile extension of the 
George Parks Highway will end by 
joining the Richardson Highway 
near the old 30th Street exit. The 
work is scheduled for completion in 
September 1988.
A move to call this four-mile sec­

tion the Robert J. Mitchell Ex­
pressway began in February 1986, 
when Sen. Jack Coghill and Rep. 
Steve Frank initiated Senate Bill 
.461 and an identical House bill.
■ They got through most committees 
but not to both floors due to press- 

Vures of the closing days.
[ The same legislators are in the 
j process of introducing the bills 
} again this year. Since there was 
some opposition from individuals 
two years ago (which did not keep 
them from trying to hustle the bills 
through in 1986), the approach this 
year appears to be to go directly to 
large bodies such as the city coun­
cil, borough assembly, Chamber of 
Commerce and its transportation 
com m ittee for their public endorse­
ment. These endorsements are in-, 
tended to convey the broad approv-, 
al of Fairbanksans for this move.

In “ talking around,” however, I  
find almost no individual support 
for the resolutions these bodies en­
dorsed, except from some personal 
friends of the late Robert Mitchell. 
The consensus was to maintain the 
same name. ■
It is understandable that at “ first 

thought”  it might seem like a good 
idea to name a new piece of road 
after a friend, but the result of sud­
denly changing the name of a high­
way that thousands of people will 
have been traveling on for 358 miles

at speeds in excess of 50 mph is not 
an inconsequential, thing to be 
taken lightly. It deserves serious 
“ second thoughts.”  Some of them 
follow:

Confusibn: The bottom line is, 
calling the last four miles anything 
but the Parks Highway would be 
confusing. It is one continuous high­
way, doesn’t turn, get wider, nar­
rower, or change in any way. A sign 
proclaiming you are all of a ̂ udden 
on a different highway spells in­
stant confusion to a visitor to our 
area. This could precipitate slow­
ing down, changing lanes, con­
versations with the “ co-pilot" ab­
out how we got “ off course.”  Any 
one of these reactions are a basis 
for possible accidents. ,
We are a tourist dependent eco­

nomy. We spend hundreds of 
thousands of dollars attracting visi­
tors. Shouldn’t we be more con-' 
siderate of them? Many of them are; 
older citizens, with slower reac­
tions in some cases, and driving 
less maneuverable vehicles with ( 
the poor visibility that RV’s often 
offer.

A different name could offer u 
problems and expense to mapniak- !l 
ers, as well as map readers who see 
a different name (if there is room to 
print it) on what appears to be • 
•Obviously the same highway. c!.nr*,<

Where would the highway slgnSV 
be placed to tell drivers they are 
now on a different liighway,? Driv-: 
ing to the airport from town.a

M a p  s h o w s  t h e  r o u t e  o f  t h e  P a r k s  H i g h w a y  e x t e n s i o n  t h r o u g h  S o u t h  F a i r b a n k s .
, • , . I - . - .  ! Map courtesy of Nancy Lee Baker

motoris ts would see a sign 
announcing the exit to “Highway 3, 
Parks Highway.”, A few hundred 
feet later on a sign would say 
“ Highway 3,”  with a. different 
name. • s -v 
Think seriously (until it Lecomes 

funny and you start laughing) of va­
rious possible confusions in giving 
directions about how to get “ from 
here to there”  when it requires get- 

! ting on or off the new portion of road 
ishould it have a different name.; i>; 
4 It is worth noting that the en­
gineer who designed the highway is 
also "seriously concerned about 

; the confusion that would result i f

remove the dozen or more signs 
that are already up at University, 
Peger, and Lathrop intersections 
and replace them with another 
name. If the new name has many 
more letters they will have to be 
made smaller in order to fit the 
signs. The $10,000 could probably 
be better used for maintenance! 
Signs at University Avenue have 
been there for two years. It would 
be nice if they had squatter’s 
rights! .. ; •. : •
In answer to my “ confusion con-, 

cerns," some legislators said the 
public would get used to it. The visi­
tors will not get used to it, and why

the name of the new portion were to ■ should the local people have to go 
be anything other than the Parks' through the process? There are bet- 
Highway.”  . r  ■ ■. i . i ter ways to commemorate people)
Cost: It will cost at least $10,000 to than to confuse the public. j •

’ Another consideration, in view ol 
the recent attempt to avoid dupli­
cate street names in town. There is 
a Mitchell Avenue, named after the 
same Mitchell. It runs off Universi 
ty Avenue,, next to Erickson Ave 
nue, also named after a partner ir 
the Ghemm Co. of which Mitchel 
was a partner. ...,
The new portion of the highwa,' 

can only be named by legislative 
action. This has not happened yel 
but it is in the brewing stage* Let'; 
hope some legislator, 'with grass 
roots encouragement; will speak u) 
and proposers, tjlllijto.name it th
Parks ,

... ■■:■)•'■ To:,7 r-fl UY'.<K . <■’
Nancy Lee Baker J s a  37-vear reside 

with on interest In mapmaklng. .,
f i . i ; i



T H E  G R A N G E

AMERICA’S FAMILY COMMUNITY FRATERNITY
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F e b  r u a r y  2, 1 9 8 8

6 1 2 8  O h e n a  H o t  S p r i n g s  R o a d

F a i r b a n k s ,  A k . ,  997.12

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  S t e v e  F r a n k  

P o u c h  Vr

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a ,  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F r a n k :

M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  T W o  R i v e r s  G r a n g e  # 3  u r g e  y o u  to r e c o n s i d e r  

y o u r  p l a n s  to i n t r o d u c e  l e g i s l a t i o n  to n a m e  th e  P a r k s  H i g h w a y  

e x t e n s i o n  t h e  " R o b e r t  M i t c h e l l  H i g h w a y " .  O u r  o b j e c t i o n  is to 

t h e  c o n t u s i o n  t h i s  w i l l  c r e a t e  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t o u r i s t s .  M a n y  

o f  u s  h a v e  t r a v e L e d  i n t o  c i t i e s  w h e r e  s t r e e t s  o n  o n e  s i d e  of  

t h e  road, a r e  o n e  n a m e  a n d  a d i f f e r e n t  n a m e  o n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  

F a i r b a n k s  d o e s n ' t  n e e d  t h a t  s o r t  o f  c o n f u s i o n .  W c  u r g e  y o u  

to p r o p o s e  a b i l l  to n a m e  t he  e x t e n s i o n  th e " P a r k s  H i g h w a y " .

Y o u r s  t r u l y ,

T w o  R i v e r s  C r a n e  #3

A 1 i e e  H . M c K e e , S e c .



E v o l y n  M e l v i l l e  
2 5 2 6  O u t s i d e  Blvd.
N o r t h  P o l e ,  A l a s k a  9 9705

F e b r u a r y  1, 1988

S e n a t o r  J o h n  (Jack) C o g h i l l ,  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a

D e a r  J a c k ,

A t  o u r  C h a m b e r  l u n c h  m e e t i n g  l a s t  w e e k ,  w e  w e r e  g i v e n  so m e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  a b i l l  y o u  are c o - s p o n s o r i n g — to r e n a m e  
a p o r t i o n  o f  the G e o r g e  C. P a r k s  M e m o r i a l  H i g h w a y ,  for R o b e r t  
M i t c h e l l .

N o w  y o u  k n o w  as w e l l  as I, t h a t  h i g h w a y s ,  r o a d s ,  s t r e e t s  a n d  
b y - w a y s  in A l a s k a  a r e  n o t  a l l  t h a t  e a s y  t o  f o l l o w  b e c a u s e  o f  
l a c k  o f  s i g n i n g  o r  p o o r  s i g n i n g .  (the L o w e r  '48 is n o t  m u c h  
b e t t e r  in m a n y  p l a c e s ) . W h y  f u r t h e r  c o n f u s e  o u r  d e a r  folks, 
v i s i t o r s  a n d  r e s i d e n t s  a l i k e ,  b y  c h a n g i n g  t h e  n a m e  of a 
h i g h w a y  r i g h t  in  t h e  m i d d l e  of t h i n g s .

I h a v e  n o  q u a r r e l  w i t h  n a m i n g  s o m e t h i n g  a f t e r  B o b b y  M i t c h e l l .
H e  w a s  a G O O D  b a l l  p l a y e r ,  w o r k e d  h a r d  a t  h i s  c h o s e n  p r o f e s s i o n  
a n d  I h a v e  k n o w n  h i m  e v e r  s i n c e  I c a n  r e m e m b e r .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  
a r e  a c o u p l e  o f  m e m o r i a l s  to h i m  a l r e a d y :  a s t r e e t  n a m e d
M i t c h e l l  P l a c e ,  a n d  t h e  M i t c h e l l  R a c e w a y  o f f  V a n  H o r n  Road.

W e  w a n t  t o  e n c o u r a g e  v i s i t o r s  a n d  A l a s k a n s  to v i s i t  us i n  the 
I n t e r i o r ,  a n d  n o t  d r i v e  t h e m  c r a z y  w i t h  h i g h w a y s  t h a t  h a v e  n o  
n a m e  c o n t i n u i t y .

S u r e l y  y o u  a n d  S t e v e  c a n  t h i n k  o f  s o m e t h i n g  e l s e  m u c h  l e s s  
d i s c o n s e r t i n g  if  y o u  w i s h  to f u r t h e r  m e m o r i a l i z e  B o b b y  M i t c h e l l  
P l e a s e  r e c o n s i d e r  a n d  w i t h d r a w  th i s  bill.

T h a n k s  f o r  t a k i n g  t h e  t i m e  to r e a d  t h i s  l e t t e r .

cc. S t e v e  F r a n k



I l l
b ]
Ip

Interior 
Business Products, In c .

3180 Peger Road
P.O. Box 74690, Fairbanks. AK 99707 
907 456-1104

M a r c h  25, 1986.

T o  W h o m  It M a y  C o n c e r n :

As a p r o p e r t y  o w n e r  a n d  l i f e - l o n g  r e s i d e n t  of A l a s k a ,  I 
w h o l e h e a r t e d l y  s u p p o r t  t h e  n a m i n g  of t h e  " 3 0 t h  A v e n u e  B y p a s s " ,  
the R o b e r t  J. M i t c h e l l  E x p r e s s w a y .

B o b  M i t c h e l l  has m a d e  a l a s t i n g  i m p a c t  on  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of 
o u r  c o m m u n i t y .  M o r e  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  B o b  c o n t r i b u t e d  to m u c h  of 
t h e  g r o w t h  in S o u t h  F a i r b a n k s  a n d  t h e  a r e a  s o u t h  of V a n  K o r n  
Road. H i s  v e r y  b u s i n e s s  l o c a t e d  a l o n g  C u s h m a n  S t r e e t ,  a l o n g  
w i t h  h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t  of  M e t r o  I n d u s t r i a l  A i r p o r t ,  i n s p i r e d  m a n y  
o t h e r s  t o  f o l l o w .  W i t h o u t  h i s  d e d i c a t i o n  a n d  e a r l y  b e l i e f  in 
F a i r b a n k s '  f u t u r e  t h e  n e e d  f o r  this b y p a s s  w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  be 
m a n y  y e a r s  y e t  in t h e  f u t u r e .

It w o u l d  be m o s t  f i t t i n g  t o  T th i s  h i g h w a y  in h o n o r  of o n e  
of A l a s k a ' s  p i o n e e r s  w h o  ga' ) m u c h  of h i s  t i m e  to  h i s  
c o m m u n i t y .  P l e a s e  d e s i g n a t  j "30th A v e n u e  B y p a s s "  t h e  
R o b e r t  J. M i t c h e l l  E x p r e s s v

S i n c e r e l y ,

B i l l  G o r d o n  
V i c e  P r e s i d e n t

l r / B G



March 26v 1986

Senator J a c k  C o p h i l l  Alaska S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  Pouch V (MS 3100)Juneau,  Alaska  99811Dear Senator C o g h i l l :I t  has come to my a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  th e re  i s  a b i l l  or  r e s o l u t i o n  before the l e g i s l a t u r e  reg ard ing  the naming o f  the new South Fairbanks Exoressway. As proposed, t h i s  exoressway between the A i r p o r t  Road overpass and the pro­posed Richardson Highway overpass would be named the "Bob M i t c h e l l  Memorial Expressway."I knew Bob s i n c e  I was a c h i l d ,  and l a t e r  on had the g r e a t  fo r tu n e  o f  working f o r  him durinn my high school and c o l l e g e  y e a r s :  I learned a a r e a t  deal about l i f e  and t he value o f  good hard work during t h i s  t ime.  Bob was a very f i n e  man, and was h e a v i l y  in vo lv ed in the development o f  t h i s  South Fairbanks i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a ,  r a i l  sp u r ,  and road system.I t h in k  t h a t  the naming o f  t h i s  expressway a f t e r  Bob would be a very f i t t i n g  t r i b u t e  to a f i n e ,  h ig h l y - r e g a r d e d  i n d i v i d u a l .  I would welcome and a p p r e c i a t e  your support in t h i s  m a t te r .S i n c e r e l y ,
Pete Eagan Box 1170F a i r b a n k s ,  Alaska  99707



March 25, 1986

Senator J a c k  C o q h i l l  Alaska S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  Pouch V (MS 3100)Juneau,  A lask a  99811Dear Senato r C o g h i l l :I r e s p e c t f u l l y  request  your c o n s i d e r a t i o n  in naming t h a t  s e c t i o n  o f  the South Fairbanks Expressway, between the A i r p o r t  Road overpass and the QroDosed Richardson Hiohwav o v e r p a ss ,  the "Bob M i t c h e l l  Memorial Expres s­way".Mr. M i t c h e l l  was a very f i n e  i n d i v i d u a l  and very instrumental  in the development o f  the South Fairbanks I n d u s t r i a l  area and i t s  road system.Thank you f o r  your c o n s i d e r a t i o n  on t h i s  r eq u e st .Very t r u l y  yours
Dl .. . . _______Box 1170F a i rb a n k s ,  Alaska 99707

i
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I n t r o d u c e d  by: M a y o r  and C o u n c i l
D a te: D e c e m b e r  21, 1987

R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 2918

A R E S O L U T I O N  T O  M E M O R I A L I Z E  A N D  N A M E  THE 
R O B E R T  J. M I T C H E L L  E X P R E S S W A Y .

WH EREAS, R o b e r t  J. M i t c h e l l ,  a l i f e - l o n g  A l a s k a n  

and r e s i d e ^  f the i n t e r i o r ,  was in e a r l y  a d u l t h o o d  a n

e m p l o y e e  of the A l a s k a  R o a d  C o m m i s s i o n  and a f o u n d e r  of

M i t c h e l l  T r u c k  and T r a c t o r ,  an e a r l y  i n t e r i o r  A l a s k a  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  co m p a n y ;  and

W H E R E A S ,  M i t c h e l l  was one of the f o u n d e r s  of 

GH E M M ,  I n c . ,  an i m p o r t a n t  A l a s k a  c o n s t r u c t i o n  firm, a n d  w a s  o n e  

of the f i r s t  p e r s o n s  to d e v e l o p  the p o t e n t i a l  of the c u r r e n t  

S o u t h  F a i r b a n k s  i n d u s t r i a l  area; and

W H E R E A S ,  t h r o u g h  M i t c h e l l ' s  e f f o r t s  a rail sp u r  

was c o n s t r u c t e d  fr o m  F a i r b a n k s  t h r o u g h  the S o u t h  F a i r b a n k s  

i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a  to the ea s t  s i d e  of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a i r p o r t ;  

and

W H E R E A S ,  the n e w  S o u t h  F a i r b a n k s  E x p r e s s w a y  is 

i m m e d i a t e l y  a d j a c e n t  to the a r e a  d e v e l o p e d  b y  M i t c h e l l  and w i t h  

w h i c h  he was d e e p l y  i n v o l v e d  b e f o r e  p a s s i n g  a w a y  on 

F e b r u a r y  23, 1980; and

W H E R E A S ,  M i t c h e l l  left b e h i n d  a l e g a c y  of the 

s t r o n g  f a m i l y  unit, f r i e n d s h i p  to all, k n o w l e d g e  of the v a l u e  

of p o s i t i v e  t h o u g h t  and u n d a u n t e d  f a i t h  in the fu t u r e  of 

F a i r b a n k s  and Alaska; and



W H E R E A S ,  the C i t y  of F a i r b a n k s  w i s h e s  to r e m e m b e r  

R o b e r t  J. M i t c h e l l ' s  p o s i t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to the p e o p l e  of the 

i n t e r i o r  and to the d e v e l o p m e n t  of the S o u t h  F a i r b a n k s  

i n d u s t r i a l  area.

NOW, T H E R E F O R E ,  BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE C I T Y  C O U N C I L  

OF T H E  C I T Y  OF F A I R B A N K S ,  A L A S K A ,  that the s e c t i o n  of tl.v*

A l a s k a  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  f r o m  the new A i r p o r t  R o a d  I n t e r c h a n g e  to 

the R i c h a r d s o n  H i g h w a y  is to be na. td the R o b e r t  J. M i t c h e l l  

E x p r e s s w a y .

P A S S E D  and A P P R O V E D  th i s  21st d a y  of D e c e m b e r ,

1987 .

f U C L C
B I L L  W A L L E Y ,  M a y o r

A T T EST:

C A R M A  B. R O B E R S O N ,  C i t y  C l e r k

0090Z 
pb: bj

Page 2



First National Center

100 Cushman Street 4SL’-110S Fairbanks. Alaska <l<»7()7

PO Bov 7-4-1-lf)

R ESO L U T IO N  1 -  1 2 8 7

A R ESO L U T IO N  NAMING THE ROBERT J .  M IT C H E L L  EXPRESSWAY

WHEREAS, R o b e r t  J ,  M . i t c h e l l  w a s  a  l i f e - l o n g  A l a s k a n  a n d  a  l i f e - l o n g  r e s i d e n t  
o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r ,  b o r n  o n  N o v e m b e r  2 ,  1 9 1 8  a n d ;

WHEREAS, M r .  M i t c h e l l  w a s  a n  e m p l o y e e  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  R o a d  C o m m i s s i o n  d u r i n g  
e a r l y  a d u l t h o o d  a n d ,  w a s  a  f o u n d e r  o f  M i t c h e l l  T r u c k  a n d  T r a c t o r  
a n  e a r l y  I n t e r i o r  A l a s k a  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o m p a n y  a n d ,

WHEREAS, R o b e r t  J .  M i t c h e l l  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  f o u n d e r s  o f  GHEMM, I n c . ,  a n d
w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  p e r s o n s  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  c u r ­
r e n t  S o u t h  F a i r b a n k s  i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a  a n d ;

WHEREAS, T h r o u g h  R o b e r t  J .  M i t c h e l l ' s  e f f o r t s ,  a  m a j o r  r a i l  s p u r  f r o m  F a i r ­
b a n k s  t h r o u g h  t h e  S o u t h  F a i r b a n k s  i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a  t o  t h e  e a s t
s i d e  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  A i r p o r t  w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  a n d ;

WHEREAS, T h e  n e w  S o u t h  F a i r b a n k s  E x p r e s s w a y  i s  r o u t e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  a d j a c e n t  
t o  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  R o b e r t  J .  M i t c h e l l  w a s  s o  d e e p l y  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  
b e f o r e  p a s s i n g  a w a y  o n  F e b r u a r y  2 3 ,  1 9 8 0  a n d ;

WHEREAS, R o b e r t  J .  M i t c h e l l  l e f t  b e h i n d  a  l e g a c y  o f  s t r o n g  f a m i l y  u n i t ,
f r i e n d s h i p  t o  a l l ,  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  v a l u e  o f  p o s i t i v e  t h o u g h t ,
a n d  u n d a u n t i n g  f a i t h  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  F a i r b a n k s  a n d  A l a s k a  a n d ;

WHEREAS, T h e  G r e a t e r  F a i r b a n k s  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e  w i s h e s  t o  t o  r e m e m b e r

NOW BE I T  THEREFORE RESO LVED : t h a t  t h e  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m
f r o m  t h e  n e w  A i r p o r t  R o a d  I n t e r c h a n g e  t o  t h e  R i c h a r d s o n  H i g h w a y  
i s  t o  b e  n a m e d  t h e  R o b e r t  J .  M i t c h e l l  E x p r e s s w a y .

R o b e r t  J .  M i t c h e l l ' s  p o s i t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  
i n t e r i o r  a n d  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  S o u t h  F a i r b a n k s  i n d u s t r i a l  
a r e a .

BY

DATED T H I ST H I S  12 .  1st DAY OF

BY

1 9 8 7 .

M i k e  K e l l y ,  C h a i r m a n / W . R .  C o x ,  P r e s i d e n t  & C . E . O .



,
v

-■ *
S O U T H  F A I R B A N K S  B U S I N E S S  A S S O C I A T I O N

P.O. Box 60389
Fairbanks, Alaska 99706 

(907) 456-7986

A  R E S O L U T I O N  N A M I N G  T H E  R O B E R T  J .  M I T C H E L L  E X P R E S S W A Y

W H E R E A S : R o b e r t  J .  M i t c h e l l  w a s  a l i f e - l o n g  r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r ,
b o r n  o r T W o v e m b e r  1918 a n d ,

W H E R E A S : M r ,  M i t c h e l l  w a s  a n  e m p l o y e e  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  R o a d  C o m m i s ­
s i o n  d u r i n g  e a r l y  a d u l t h o o d ,  a n d  w a s  a  f o u n d e r  o f  M i t c h e l l  T r u c k  a n d  
T r a c t o r ,  a n  e a r l y  I n t e r i o r  A l a s k a  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o m p a n y .

W H E R E A S :  R o b e r t  J .  M i t c h e l l  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  f o u n d e r s  o f  G H E M M ,
I n c .  a n  i m p o r t a n t  A l a s k a  c o n s t r u c t i o n  f i r m  a n d  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  
p e r s o n s  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  S o u t h  F a i r b a n k s  i n d u s t r i a l  
a r e a  a n d ,

W H E R E A S :  T h r o u g h  R o b e r t  J .  M i t c h e l l ' s  e f f o r t s ,  a  m a j o r  r a i l  s p u r
f r o m  F a i r  b a n k *  t h r o u g h  t h e  S o u t h  F a i r b a n k s  i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a  t o  t h e  e a s t  
s i d e  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A i r p o r t  w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  a n d ,

W H E R E A S : T h e  n e w  S o u t h  F a i r b a n k s  E x p r e s s w a y  i s  r o u t e d  i m m e d i ­
a t e l y  “ a H j a c e n t  t o  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  R o b e r t  J .  M i t c h e l l  w a s  s o  d e e p l y  i n v o l v e d  
w i t h  b e f o r e  p a s s i n g  a w a y  o n  F e b r u a r y  2 3 , 1980 a n d ,

W H E R E A S : R o b e r t  J .  M i t c h e l l  l e f t  b e h i n d  a l e g a c y  o f  s t r o n g  f a m i l y
u n i t ,  f r i e n d s h i p  t o  a l l ,  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  v a l u e  o f  p o s i t i v e  t h o u g h t ,  a n d  
u n d a u n t i n g  f a i t h  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  F a i r b a n k s  a n d  A l a s k a  a n d ,

W H E R E A S : T h e  S o u t h  F a i r b a n k s  B u s i n e s s  A s s o c i a t i o n  w i s h e s  t o
r e m e m b e r  R o b e r t  J ,  M i t c h e l l ' s  p o s i t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  
I n t e r i o r  a n d  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  S o u t h  F a i r b a n k s  i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a ,

NO W  B E  I T  T H E R E F O R E  R E S O L V E D : t h a t  t h e  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  A l a s k a
H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  f r o m "  t h e  h e w  A i r p o r t  R o a d  I n t e r c h a n g e  t o  t h e  R i c h a r d s o n  
H i g h w a y  i s  t o  b e  n a m e d  t h e  R o b e r t  J .  M i t c h e l l E x p r e s s w a y .

T h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  w a s  a d o p t e d  a t  a r e g u l a r  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  S o u t h  F a i r -  
, s f i k s  B u s i n e s s  A s s o c i a t i o n  D e c e m b e r  18 , 1987 .

C h a r l e s  P .  R e e s ,  1s t  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t

C P R :  c a b  : S F B A 2 : f o r m :  P 3



F U R T H E R  R E F E R R A L S :D a t e  r e f e r r e d :  2 / 8 / 8 8

DATE: F e b r u a r y  17, 19 8 8

T h e T r a n s p o r t a t i o n C o m m i t t e e  h a s  c o n s i d e r e d  H B  437

" A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  n a m i n g  t h e  R o b e r t  J. M i t c h e l l  E x p r e s s w a y . "

R E C O M M E N D S : '

[ ] r e p l a c e  w i t h  _______________________________

[ ] a t t a c h e d  a m e n d m e n t ( s )

[ x 3 d ° p a s s

[ ] d o  n o t  p a s s

[ ] n o  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n

[ ] i n d i v i d u a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s

[ ] a d d i t i o n a l  r e f e r r a l  t o  t h e

[ ] t h e  s a m e  t i t l e

[ ] a n e w  t i t l e

C o m m i t t e e

A D O P T S : C ] l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t

A T T A C H E S  N E W  F I S C A L  N O T E ( s ) : 

[ x ] f i s c a l  i m p a c t

[ ] z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e

[ ] z e r o  w i t h  a n a l y s i s

[ ] s a m e  as p r e v i o u s  f i s c a l  n o t e

p u b l i s h e d  _________________________

[ ] s a m e  as p r e v i o u s  z e r o  fi s c a l

n o t e  p u b l i s h e d  __________________

S I G N I N G  O T H E R  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S :

C h a i r m a n ' s  s i g n a t u r e



C O M M I T T E E :
H o u s e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e

D A T E : February 17, 1988
Official Buaineaa S IG N - IN

Subject of meeting:* HB 437:  "An Act  r e l a t i n g  to naming the Robert  J .M itch e l l  E xpres sway."* HJR 52: Opposing r ed uct io ns  in the budget o f  theUnited S t a t e s  Coast Guard.* SJR 54: Expressing support f o r  the Alaska A i r -l i n e s  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  approval to f l y  torn r  in j  j  S i b e r i a .
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J 0 S IE N 5
BILL GORDON 
(907) <174-9262

Scholaslic Division 
P.O. Bex 47 
Fairbanks. AK 99701

F e b r u a r y  8, 1 9 S S

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  B e t t y  C a t o  

C h a i r p e r s o n ,  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1

D e a r  Ms. Ca t o s

T h i s  l e t t e r  is w r i t t e n  t o  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t  t h e  n a m i n g  of 
t h e  n e w  3 0 t h  A v e n u e  b y - p a s s  in F a i r b a n k s  a f t e r  R o b e r t  J.
M i t c h e l 1.

A s  a p r o p e r t y  o w n e r  in S o u t h  F a i r b a n k s  w h i c h  is t h e  a r e a  
s e r v e d  by t h i s  r o a d  a n d  a s  a 2 n d  g e n e r a t i o n  A l a s k a n ,  I can 
t h i n k  of n o  m o r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  p e r s o n  to  r e m e m b e r  by t h i s  
r o a d .  B o b  M i t c h e l l  d e v o t e d  m u c h  of h i s  a d u l t  l i f e  to 
p i o n e e r i n g  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of F a i r b a n k s  - e s p e c i a l l y  th e 
a r e a  in s o u t h  F a i r b a n k s  w h i c h  is c r o s s e d  by t h i s  
e x p r e s s w a y .

I b e l i e v e  it is n e c e s s a r y  to p r o v i d e  a d e s c r i p t i v e  n a m e  to 
t h e  c o u p l e t  w h i c h  j o i n s  t h e  P a r k s  H i g h w a y  to t h e  
R i c h a r d s o n  H i g h w a y .  It is m o s t  a p p r o p r i a t e  to g i v e  t h i s  
r o a d w a y  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  M i t c h e l l  E x p r e s s w a y  in h o n o r  of 
t h i s  g r e a t  A l a s k a n .  I h o p e  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  w i l l  a c t  
f a v o r a b l y  on t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n .

B i l l  G o r d o n

ccs G a r y  W i l k e n



Ms Be tt y  C a t o ,  C h a ir p e r so n ,  House T ra nsp o rta ti o n  Committee Pouch VJun eau,  Alaska  99811
I am t a k i n g  t h i s  op p o rt u n it y  to  endorse the naming o f  what i s  now r e f e r r e d  to  as the 30th Avenue by-pass in Fairbanks t o  be permanently named the M i t c h e l l  Expressway.My f i r s t  p oin t  i s  t h a t  Bob M i t c h e l l  rep res en ts  h i s t o r y  in Fai rbank s.  Bobs f a t h e r ,  C h a r l i e  came to Fairbanks in 1906, was married to  L iz a  Hatch in 1914, and Bob was born ,  r a i s e d  and died a r e s i d e n t  o f  F ai rb ank s.  Bob married and r a i s e d  a f a m i l y  a f t e r  World War I I ,  and t h e i r  th ree  c h i l d r e n  a l l  married and are l i v i n g  here t o g e t h e r  with t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  a l s o .  This  f a m i l y  does rep res ent  c o n s i d e r a b l e  h i s t o r y  in the c i t y  o f  Fai rb ank s.Bob M i t c h e l l  always r e f e r r e d  to Fairbanks with p r i d e .  Any o f  us t h a t  knew him heard many times the ex p r e ssio n s  o f  s a t i s f a c t i o n  and p ride when "Mitch", would r e f e r  to a p r o j e c t  th at  was completed,  be i t  ro a d ,  b r i d g e ,  or b u i l d i n g ,  and he would say " i s n ' t  i t  g r e a t  to know you had a p ar t  in b u i l d in g  or doing t h a t . "  Of tent im es whi le d r i v i n g  from one p lac e  toanother "Mitch" would remark out o f  a c l e a r  sky " i s n ' t  t h i s  a g r e a t  placeto l i v e  i n . "  Bob t r u l y  loved h is  Fai rbank s.My main p o in t  i s  t h a t  "Mitch" made t h in g s  happen. He was not a f r a i dto r i s k  h is  a s s e t s ,  s t a r t i n g  f i r s t  with a GI loan a f t e r  World War I I .  He,and l i f e l o n g  f r i e n d  and partner Clyde Gerag h ty ,  developed M i t c h e l l  Truck & T r a c t o r  S e r v i c e  doing land c l e a r i n g ,  d i g g i n g  basements,  moving houses,  f r e i g h t i n g  from Valdez to a l l  road p o in ts  North ,  and you name i t .  From t h a t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  numerous ot he r  a c t i v i t i e s  were developed in South F a i r ­banks,  and the " M i t c h e l l  Expressway",  i f  you w i l l ,  c u ts  r i g h t  through the middle o f  much t h a t  "Mitch" worked so hard f o r .What b e t t e r  name could th ere  be f o r  an Expressway than to remember one so dedica te d to h i s  community.

Thank you very much f o r  your c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,



M i c h a e l  V. M c G e e

2 4 3 6  M is s io n  R o a d  
B o x  5 6 1 1 6  

N o r th  P o le ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 0 5

F e b r u a r y  21, 1988 cp„ „
F<-8 2 5 1908

Mrs. B e t t y  C a t o ,  C h a i r m a n  
H o u s e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a

D e a r  Mrs. C a to,

Th e  s u g g e s t i o n  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  to r e n a m e  t h a t  p a r t  of the n e w  
P a r k s  h i g h w a y  e x t e n s i o n  i n s i d e  the F a r b a n k s  c i t y  limits for 
B o b  M i t c h e l l .  T h i s  is a w e l l - i n t e n t i o n e d  b u t  v e r y  s i l l y  
idea. We  d o  n o t  n e e d  m o r e  s t r e e t s  t h a t  c h a n g e  t h e i r  n a m e s  
as t h e y  w a n d e r  a b o u t  F a i r b a n k s .  In fact, a n  e x c e l l e n t  
s u g g e s t i o n  w o u l d  b e  a b i l l  r e q u i r i n g  t h a t  c i t i e s  and b u r o u g h s  
r e f r a i n  f r o m  t h i s  i d i o c y  in the f u t u r e  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  m u s t  
c o o r d i n a t e  n a m e s  w h e r e  t h e y  c r o s s  c i t y  l i m i t  l ines so t h e y  do 
n o t  c h a n g e  a t  t h e s e  l o c a t i o n s .

I a m  su r e  w e  c a n  f i n d  a w h o l e  s t r e e t  to n a m e  f o r  B o b  
M i t c h e l l .  H e  d e s e r v e s  b e t t e r  t h a n  a c h u n k  of s t r e e t  a n d  the 
c u s s  w o r d s  of c o n f u s e d  t o u r i s t s ,  n e w  r e s i d e n t s  and 
o u t - o f - t o w n  v i s i t o r s .

S i n c e r e l y ,



P. 0. B o x  8 1 1 0 9  
F a i r b a n k s ,  AK 9 9 7 0 8  
F e b r u a r y  15, 1988

H o n o r a b l e  B e t t e  C a t o
C h a i r p e r s o n ,  H o u s e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  AK  9 9 8 1 1

Dear R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Cato:

I a m  v e r y  m u c h  in favor of r e n a m i n g  the p o r t i o n  of the P a r k s  
H i g h w a y  b e t w e e n  A i r p o r t  R o a d  a n d  the R i c h a r d s o n  H i g h w a y  for 
R o b e r t  M i t c h e l l .

This m a n  w a s  like a s e c o n d  f a t h e r  to me. He was a v i s i o n a r y  
t e a c h e r ,  a n d  his d r e a m s  for the S o u t h  F a i r b a n k s  a r e a  are 
c o m i n g  true.

R o b e r t  M i t c h e l l  w i l l  l o n g  be r e m e m b e r e d  as a n  a r d e n t  
p r o m o t e r  of the p o t e n t i a l  of the S o u t h  F a i r b a n k s  area, ev e n  
w i t h o u t  a h i g h w a y  n a m e d  a f t e r  him. H o w e v e r ,  I t h i n k  he 
s h o u l d  be p r o p e r l y  h o n o r e d  for his e f f o r t s  to m a k e  F a i r b a n k s  
a b e t t e r  p l a c e  to live.

T h a n k  you.

S i n c e r e l y ,

R a n d a l l  C. F r a n k



f£B 1 9 1988

PO Box 83 75 0  
Fairbanks, AK 997 0 8 
F e b r u a r y  15, 1988

Ms. Be tt y Cato, Chair
House T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o mm i t te e
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Ms. Cato,

I wish to comment on the proposal to name the e x t e n s i o n  of the Parks 
Hi gh wa y th ro ug h F a i r b a n k s  in honor of R o b e r t  J. Mitchell. While I 
support the idea that Mr. M i t c h e l l ’s ef fo rts in behalf of Fa ir ba nk s 
are w o r t h y  of recognition, I feel that n a mi ng this se ct i o n  of highway 
after him will do more harm than good.

Names of objects such as highways are used by many p e o p l e every day to 
assist in orientation. We use these terms to c o m m u n i c a t e  how and 
where to find di f f e r e n t  places. B u il di ng c o n f u s i o n  into the system, 
by taking one highway and changing its name in m i d - s t r e a m  (in this 
case at as it crosses Ai rp or t Road) is a d i s s e r v i c e  to the co m m un i t y 
which Mr. Mitchell helped to build.

Fa i r b a n k s  is heavily de pe nd en t on the to ur is m industry, wh ic h brings 
thousands of vi sitors to the area each year. We need to make it as 
simple and straight fo rward as possib le for these pe op le to find their 
way a r ou nd  our city. E m e r g e n c y  vehi cl es a t t e m p t i n g  to respond to 
fires, ac c i d e n t s  and other ca ta st ro ph es are often ha m p e r e d  by vague 
and am b i g u o u s  directions. We s h o u l d n ’t make their job even tougher by 
buil d i n g co nf us io n into the system from the start.

I am all in favor of honoring Mr. Mitchell, but l e t ’s find some 
comp l e t e e n ti ty  that can bear his name w i t h o u t  n e e d l e s s l y  adding 
co nf us io n to the map of our city.

Sincere 1y ,

Tom Ge or ge



Fairbanks, Alaska

February 16, 1988
F E B  1 9 $88

Mrs. Betty Cato- Chair person 

House Transportation Committee

Dear Lady Cato;

Your invitation for contributors to mr. Robert pjitchell's life 

history of his outstanding achievements during his too short 

life was too much for me to resist paying him the respects he so richl 

deserves in naming The Richardson Inter chang in his honor.

He began his adult life while still young in years in aincere 

effort to to assit his widowed mother with her various problems, 

naturally this required money, which was his cue for going to work at 

the initial construction of nearby Ladd Air Force Base as a B u l l­

dozer operator, while previously I had serving as a supervisor of 

Maintenance and repair crews, which brought Bobby and I into close 

relationship. Bobby soon became a perfectionist in his frequent reques 

for maintnence service which in many cases were trivial and not 

affecting the normal operation of his bull-dozer, much to the annoy­

ance of my busy mechanics. In preparing for war misunderstanding amon 

workers simply could not be tolerated! So, in the intereset of 

re-establishing peace between Bobby and my mechanics I decided to 

ask Bobby he was pursuing this highly questionable practice?

His reactions and his reply will never b e .forgotten. He stood 

facing away from me seemingly dazed at my question, then turning 

slowly and in a strong well articulated voice said "Dick, please 

allow me to explain! If for any reason I might be fired from my 

present job, it would be impossible for me to contribute to my dear

Mother's financial problems., and this would be impossible for me 

to accept.



With tears rolling down his pale cheeks he continued, "When my 

dear Mother gave me life she also gave me a part of herself, just like 

all mothers do. Now can you understand why insist on having my bull­

dozer in top condition?" yes- I understood, because I felt the same 

responsibility towards my dear Mother! Now I enjoyed a new relationship 

with Bobby, and so did my mechanics when the Bobby's story. (JJftA JjU-fl'Lli- 

Through a series of bizarre war time events I was re-assigned 

to the sagebrush and rattle snake voids of eastern Washington to super­

vise the construction of a "top Secret" Air Base, where Japanese ball­

oons were dropping fire bombs on our forest and our sage brush setting 

them aflame, while hundreds of construction men and women were working 

around the clock building the longest and widest runways in the world, 

Yes- they even poured concrete runways in the dead of winter when 

heating it was necessary. Indeed a giant project being accomplished 

by Americans from all walks of life., requiring four years to complete.

During those four years I maintained contact with happenings in 

Fairbanks, about six month before the end of World War Two, word was 

received of Bobby's venture into Construction of his own. Its history 

of success is common knowledge.

In closing this narrative of Bobby, let us not forget true inno­

vators are seldom recognized as such, until after they have fulfilled 

their destinies. Please let us pay bobby the honors he so richly des­

erves by naming the newly constructed Richardson Interchange Highway 

"The Robert Mitchell Highway, with an everlasting plaque identifying it 

as such in a conspicuous location for all motorists to enjoy.

BestWishes to you and yours

R i c h a r d  E. D e n v e r

2 7 6 3  P h i l l i p s  F i e l d  R d .



Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, Fairbanks, Alaska

C I T Y  

B R I E F S When the price of oil dropped in 
1986, the University of Alaska was 
told to cut its statewide budget by 
$5.9 million. At the time, university 
officials called the cuts the largest 
any major university in the country 
has had to face in a single year 
since the 1940s or 1950s,

And, university officials say, the 
reduced budget has left the school 
unable to compete with salaries 
offered by Lower 48 institutions, 
making it difficult to replace the 
top-level professors and instruc­
tors who left with people of equal 
caliber.
Gov. Steve Cowper alluded to this 

problem in his Jan. 25 State of the 
State message, and pushed for the 
creation of a science and technolo­
gy foundation to help make sure 
Alaska doesn’t get left behind in the 
areas of physical science and tech­
nology.

The University of Alaska Fair-' Four senior positions were lost 
banks’ more technical depart- civil engineering, she said, and 
ments— such as the schools of man- replacement has been found I 
agement, engineering and bioche- only one of those. The four positio 
mistry— are among those hardest make up 40 percent of the top ci 
hit, according to Karen Cedzo, engineering slots at UAF. Li 
U A F’s public information officer, mechanical engineering, an ofl

was made to a highly-qualified p 
“The school of mechanical on- son in North Carolina. She, t< 

gineering lost two of its senior peo- turned it down, claiming the sala 
pie and, so far, has only been able to wasn’t competitive with offers s 
replace one of them,” Cedzo said, had received from universities 
“We made an offer to a highly qual- the Lower 48. 
ified woman in Texas but she
turned it down, primarily because Electrical engineering also 1< 
of the salary,” Cedzo said. four senior people, andonlyoneh

Though the restructuring is 
mostly complete, the budget cuts 
have hit the university with a dou­
ble whammy: many senior level in­
structors—  anticipating budget 
and salary cuts— quit or retired 
from the university last year.

TODAY
5:80 p.m.— 1988 Arctic Winter 

Games decorations committee 
meeting, 507 Gaffney Road. In­
formation: 45L0880.
7 p.m.— 1988 Arctic Winter 

Games volleyball committee meet­
ing, 507 Gaffney Road. Informa­
tion: 451-0880.
7 p.m.— West Valley High School 

PTSA meeting, West Valley High 
School library. Subject: School 
activities. Information: 479-3961.
7 p.m.— Alaska Independence 

Party meeting, Jeffrey’s Res­
taurant. Public is invited to attend. 
Information: 457-1884.
7 p.m.— Right to Life of the In­

terior meeting, Bible Baptist 
Churijih, 913 College Road. Informa­
tion: 456-3419.
7:311 p.m.— Pioneers of Alaska 

Igloo, No. 4 and Auxiliary No. 8 
meeting, Pioneer Hall, Alaskaland.

TUESDAY ____

S t e v e n s  c o n f i d e n t  ’ 9 1 b i l l  w i l l  b e c o m e  l a w

with White House Chief of Staff Ho­
ward Baker, a former senator, ab­
out the issue. The measure is a top 
priority of the all-Republican Alas­
ka delegation and the Alaska Fed­
eration of Natives.
“He (Baker) knows he has to talk 

to me before he makes a recom­
mendation of a veto to the presi­
dent,” said Stevens. “I fully expect 
the recommendation to be on Bak­
er’s desk today.” '
Interior Secretary Donald P.

News-Miner Bureau 
W A S H I N G T O N — Sen. Ted 

Stevens, R-Alaska, said today he is 
confident a key bill sought by Alas­
ka Natives will become law this 
year, even if Congress has to over­
ride a presidential veto.
The measure, passed by Con­

gress last December, outlines a 
series of options to Alaska Natives 
for dealing with their stock after 
1991, when it becomes publicly 
available.
President Reagan has until mid­

night Tuesday to decide whether to 
sign or veto the bill. If he neither 
signs nor vetoes it, it becomes law 
without his signature.
Stevens said he has talked briefly

E l e c t i o n  t o  f i l l  v a c a n t  c o m m i t t e e  p o s t s

Public elections next Monday 
will fill seven positions for the John­
son O ’Malley Parent Advisory 
Committee— a committee that has 
been inactive for three years.
The election is scheduled Feb. 8 

from 7-9 p.m. in the Noel Wien Lib-

8:3.i a.m.— House HESS legisla­
tive 11,earing, 119 North Cushman 
St. Subjects: Prescription drugs, 
public assistance, and coronor’s in­
quest li. Information: 452-4448.
8:34' a.m.— House Resources leg-

— :—  h a

O b i t u a r y
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F a i rbanks, Alaska 

February 8, 1988

To- The Editor- Whit? Again!

Ever since the disappearence of wooden sidewalks in our Core area, 

over forty years ago, (Experts from outside of Alaska's boundaries)

have been hired at sizeable fees to wave their magic flags which 

they have claimed will transform our Frontier style core area into

one of shopping splendor, while others have volunteered their services 

free of charge, in spite of the too narrow streets which prevents 

two dog teams to use them simultaneously without a : canine confront­

ation .

Now it appears we have two groups of experts planning improvement: 

for our " once upon a time Frontier gold mining town" one planning 

transform our c o c o  " ’ •». «.• of shoppi

—



- 2 -
With tears rolling down his pale cheeks he continued, "When my 

dear Mother gave me life she also gave me a part of herself, just like 

all mothers do. Now can you understand why insist on having my bull­

dozer in top condition?" ye s _ j understood, because i felt the same

responsibility towards my dear Mother! Now I enjoyed a new relationship

Through a series of bizarre war time events I was re-assigned 

to the sagebrush and rattle snake voids of eastern Washington to super­

vise the construction of a "top Secret" Air Base, where Japanese ball­

oons were dropping fire bombs on our forest and our sage brush setting 

them aflame, while hundreds of construction men and women were working 

around the clock building the longest and widest runways in the world, 

Yes- they even poured concrete runways in the dead of winter when 

heating it was necessary. Indeed a giant project being accomplished 

by Americans from all walks of life., requiring four years to complete.

During those four years I maintained contact with happenings in 

Fairbanks, about six month before the end of World War Two, word was 

received of Bobby's venture into Construction of his own. Its history 

of success is common knowledge.

In closing this narrative of Bobby, let us not forget true inno­

vators are seldom recognized as such, until after they have fulfilled 

their destinies. Please let us pay bobby the honors he so richly des­

erves by naming the newly constructed Richardson Interchange Highway 

"The Robert Mitchell Highway, with an everlasting plaque identifying it 

as such in a conspicuous location for all motorists to enjoy.

with Bobby, and so did my mechanics when the Bobby's story, (jjfrb

BestWishes to you and yours

R i c h a r d  E. D e n v e r

2 7 6 3  P h i l l i p s  F i e l d  R d .
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The new portion of the highway 
can only be named by legislative 
action. This has not happened yet, 
but it is in the brewing stage. Let’s 
hope some legislator, with grass­
roots encouragement, will speak up 
and propose a bill to name it the 
Parks Highway.

Nancy Lee Baker is a 37-year resident 
with an interest in mapmaking.



Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, Fairbanks, Alaska

C I T Y

B R I E F S When the price of oil dropped in 
1986, the University of Alaska was 
told to cut its statewide budget by 
$5.9 million. At the time, university 
officials called the cuts the largest 
any major university in the country 
has had to face in a single year 
since the 1940s or 1950s.

And, university officials say, the The University of Alaska Fair-' Four senior positions were lost ii
reduced budget has left the school banks’ more technical depart- civil engineering, she said, and i
unable to compete with salaries ments— such as the schools of man- replacement has been found fo;
offered by Lower 48 institutions, agement, engineering and bioche- only one of those. The four position
making it difficult to replace the mistry— are among those hardest make up 40 percent of the top civi
top-level professors and instruc- hit, according to Karen Cedzo, engineering slots at UAF. Liki
tors who left with people of equal U A F’s public information officer, mechanical engineering, an offe
caliber. was made to a highly-qualified per
Gov. Steve Cowper alluded to this "The school of mechanical en- son in North Carolina. She, too

problem in his Jan. 25 State of the gineering lost two of its senior peo- turned it down, claiming the salar;
State message, and pushed for the pie and, so far, has only been able to wasn’t competitive with offers sh
creation of a science and technolo- replace one of them,” Cedzo said, had received from universities ii
gy foundation to help make sure “We made an offer to a highly qual- the Lower 48.
Alaska doesn’t get left behind in the ified woman in Texas but she
areas of physical science and tech- turned it down, primarily because Electrical engineering also los' 
nology. of the salary,” Cedzo said. four senior people, and only one bai

Though the restructuring is 
mostly complete, the budget cuts 
have hit the university with a dou­
ble w h a m m y : many senior level in- 
structors—  anticipating budget 
and salary cuts— quit or retired 
from the university last year.

TODAY
5:30 p.m.— 1988 Arctic Winter 

Games decorations committee 
meeting, 507 Gaffney Road. In­
formation: 451-0880.
7 p.m.— 1988 Arctic Winter 

Games volleyball committee meet­
ing, 507 Gaffney Road. Informa­
tion: 451-0880.
7 p.m.— West Valley High School 

PTSA meeting, West Valley High 
School library. Subject: School 
activities. Information: 479-3961.
7 p.m.— Alaska Independence 

Party meeting, Jeffrey’s Res-: 
taurant. Public is invited to attend. 
Information: 457:1884.
7 p.m.— Right to Life of the In­

terior meeting, Bible Baptist 
Church, 913 College Road. Informa­
tion: 456-3419.
7:30 p.m.— Pioneers of Alaska 

Igloo No. 4 and Auxiliary No. 8 
meeting, Pioneer Hall, Alaskaland.

TUESDAY
8:30 a.m.— House HESS legisla­

tive hearing, 119 North Cushman 
St. Subjects: Prescription drugs, 
public assistance, and coroner’s in­
quests. Information: 452-4448.
8:30 a.m.— House Resources leg­

islative hearing, 119 North Cush-

S t e v e n s  c o n f i d e n t  ’ 9 1

Hodel, the lead administration offi­
cial on the issue, has recommended 
a veto. He argues that the bill is 
unconstitutional and could set a 
precedent for the treatment of Indi­
an tribes in the Lower 48.

with White House Chief of Staff Ho­
ward Baker, a former senator, ab­
out the issue. The measure is a top 
priority of the all-Republican Alas­
ka delegation and the Alaska Fed­
eration of Natives.
“He (Baker) knows he has to talk 

to me before he makes a recom­
mendation of a veto to the presi­
dent,” said Stevens. “I fully expect 
the recommendation to be on Bak­
er’s desk today.” '
Interior Secretary Donald P.

Stevens said, “It is an Alaski 
issue, not a federal issue, and i 
ought to become law. I think i 
will.”

The bill cleared the House las 
December by 379-9, a margin mon 
than sufficient to override a veto. I 
then passed the Senate by void 
vote.

If necessary, the delegation wil 
ask for a meeting with Presiden 
Reagan to discuss the bill.

News-Miner Bureau 
W A S H I N G T O N — Sen. Ted 

Stevens, R-Alaska, said today he is 
confident a key bill sought by Alas­
ka Natives will become law this 
year, even if Congress has to over­
ride a presidential veto.
The measure, passed by Con­

gress last December, outlines a 
series of options to Alaska Natives 
for dealing with their stock after 
1991, when it becomes publicly 
available.
President Reagan has until mid­

night Tuesday to decide whether to 
sign or veto the bill. If he neither 
signs nor vetoes it, it becomes law 
without his signature.
Stevens said he has talked briefly

“I disagree with that,” said 
Stevens of Hodel’s objections. “We 
have a unique situation. There is no 
other Indian corporation created 
by an act of Congress. There is no 
precedent,”

E l e c t i o n  t o  f i l l  v a c a n t  c o m m i t t e e  p o s t s

O b i t u a r y
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May, 1988

C o p i e s  o f  m i n u t e s  l i s t e d  b e l o w  w e r e  o r i g i n a l l y  i n c l u d e d  
in this file. T h e  m i n u t e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  o n  t h e  S T A I R S  
d a t a b a s e  CMPR. In o r d e r  to s a v e . s p a c e  c o p i e s  o f  m i n u t e s  

h a v e  n o t  b e e n  l e f t  in t h e  files.
M a r y  V a n  N i m w e g e n

Jl



A l a s k a  ^ t a t c  l e g i s l a t u r e

House o f Representatives
C o m m itt ee o n  Transportation

Pouch V State Capitol Juneau, Alaska 99811 (907) 465-4858Rep. Bette Cato, Chairman

M a r c h  9, 1988

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

C O M M I T T E E  C A L E N D A R :

H J R  68: U r g i n g  C o n g r e s s  t c  r e s t o r e  t h e  e x e m p t i o n  f r o m
t h e  f e d e r a l  e x c i s e  t a x  on t a x a b l e  f u e l s  f o r  
c e r t a i n  d i e s e l  f u e l  users.

A n  O v e r v i e w  b y  t h e  C o m m o n w e a l t h  N o r t h  R a i l r o a d  C o m m i t t e e

F O R  T H I S  M E E T I N G ,  Y O U  H A V E  B E E N  GIVEN:

a f o l d e r  o n  H B  448 t h a t  i n c l u d e s :

i t e m  #1: H B  448
#2: a s t a t e m e n t  f r o m  Rep. F r a n k
#3: a s e c t i o n a l  a n a l y s i s
#4: a p r o p o s e d  a m e n d m e n t
#5: i n f o r m a t i o n  r e  p o l i t i c a l  s i g n s
#6: r e q u i r e d  f o r m  f o r  f i l i n g  c a n d i d a c y
#7: s t a t u t e s
#8: p o s i t i o n  p a p e r  - D i v i s i o n  o f  E l e c t i o n s
#9: f i s c a l  n o t e  & p o s i t i o n  p a p e r  - D O T / P F

a f o l d e r  o n  H J R  68 t h a t  i n c l u d e s :

i t e m  #1: H J R  68
#2: f i s c a l  n o t e  - D e p a r t ,  of  Comm. & E c o n o m i c  Dev.
#3: s t a t e m e n t  f r o m  Rep. D a v i d s o n
#4: t a x  a l e r t  f r o m  N a t i o n a l  F i s h e r i e s  I n s t i t u t e
#5: O m n i b u s  R e c o n c i l i a t i o n  A c t  - a n  e x c e r p t
#6: H o u s e  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  R e c o r d  - a n  e x c e r p t
#7: l e t t e r s  o f  s u p p o r t
#8: n e w s p a p e r  a r t i c l e s
#9: p r e s s  r e l e a s e  f r o m  Rep. D o n  Y o u n g

H B  448: " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  o u t d o o r  p o l i t i c a l
a d v e r t i s i n g . "



STEVE FRANK
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TO:

FROM:

RE:

T h e  H o u s e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  

R e p . S t e v e  Frjflik

H o u s e  B i l l / ^ 4 8  - " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  o u t d o o r
p o l i t i c a l  a d v e r t i s i n g "

DATE: M a r c h  7, 1988

H o u s e  B i l l  448 w o u l d  c h a n g e  t h e  l a w  a n d  s t i f f e n  t h e  
p e n a l t i e s  f o r  i l l e g a l  p l a c e m e n t  o f  p o l i t i c a l  a d v e r t i s i n g  
si g n s .

E a c h  e l e c t i o n  y e a r  a l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  p o l i t i c a l  c a m p a i g n  
s i g n s  c a n  b e  f o u n d  a l o n g  m o s t  o f  o u r  m a j o r  r o a d w a y s  in 
v i o l a t i o n  o f  law. E x i s t i n g  s t a t u t e  p r o h i b i t s  s i g n s  a l o n g  
f e d e r a l  a i d  h i g h w a y s  a s  w e l l  as  p r i m a r y  a n d  s e c o n d a r y  ro a d s ,  
b u t  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  t h i s  l a w  s e l d o m  o c c u r s .

U n d e r  c u r r e n t  s t a t u t e ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
g i v e s  3 0 d a y s  f o r  c o m p l i a n c e  t o  t h e  o w n e r  o f  t h e  l a n d  w h e r e  
t h e  s i g n  i n  v i o l a t i o n  is p l a c e d  a n d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  30 days, if 
t h e  s i g n  is s t i l l  in v i o l a t i o n ,  " . . . t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  
r e m o v e  it a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  of  t h e  o w n e r  o f  t h e  l a n d . "

T h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  c h a n g e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s t a t u t e  in  f o u r  (4) 
w a y s .  It w o u l d :

1) r e q u i r e  c a n d i d a t e s  f i l i n g  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e  t o  
s i g n  a s t a t e m e n t  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  a w a r e  o f  t h e  l a w  
r e l a t e d  t o  p o l i t i c a l  a d v e r t i s i n g  s i g n s ;

2) e l i m i n a t e  t h e  3 0 d a y  p e r i c d  t h a t  a s i g n  c a n  b e  
i l l e g a l l y  p l a c e d  a n d  c h a r g e  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  w i t h  i m m e d i a t e  
r e m o v a l  u p o n  d i s c o v e r y  o f  t h a t  sign;

3) i n c r e a s e  t h e  m i n i m u m  p e n a l t y  f o r  v i o l a t i o n  f r o m  
$ 5 0  t o  $250 p e r  c o u n t ;  a n d

4) s h i f t  t h e  b u r d e n  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f r o m  t h e  o w n e r  
o f  t h e  l a n d  t o  t h e  p e r s o n  o r  g r o u p  a d v e r t i s i n g .

T h i s  b i l l  is a i m e d  a t  v i o l a t i o n s  b y  c a n d i d a t e s  w h o  
k n o w i n g l y  p l a c e  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  a d v e r t i s i n g  s i g n s  in 
p r o h i b i t e d  a r e a s  a n d  " b u y  t i m e "  t h r o u g h  t h e  n o t i c e  p e r i o d  
w h i c h  a l l o w s  t h e  s i g n  t o  r e m a i n  f i x e d  f o r  3 l d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  
o w n e r  o f  t h e  l a n d  is a s k e d  t o  r e m o v e  it. It  w o u l d  n o t  c h a n g e  
e x i s t i n g  l a w s  r e g a r d i n g  o t h e r  t y p e s  o f  signs.

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .
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M E M O R A N  D U M  F e b r u a r y  8, 1988

S U B J E C T :  O u t d o o r  p o l i t i c a l  a d v e r t i s i n g
( W o r k  O r d e r  No. 5-0633)

TO: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  S t e v e  F r a n k

n
FROM: R i c h a r d  A. B r a d l e y  i A

L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n s e l  y M

R i c k  S o l i e  h a s  r e q u e s t e d  a s e c t i o n a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  the a b o v e  
d e s c r i b e d  bill.

A s  a p r e l i m i n a r y  m a t t e r ,  n o t e  t h a t  a s e c t i o n a l  a n a l y s i s  or 
s u m m a r y  o f  a b i l l  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a n  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  the b i l l  a n d  the b i l l  i t s e l f  is the b e s t  
s t a t e m e n t  o f  its c o n t e n t s .  If y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  a n  i n t e r p r e­
ta t i o n  of  t h e  b i l l  as it m a y  a p p l y  to a p a r t i c u l a r  set of  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  p l e a s e  a d v i s e .

S e c t i o n  1 a m e n d s  A S  1 5 . 2 5 . 0 3 0 ( b ) .  It p r o v i d e s  t h a t  at the 
sa m e  t i m e  t h a t  a c a n d i d a t e  for the e l e c t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e  
f iles a d e c l a r a t i o n  of c a n d i d a c y ,  the c a n d i d a t e  w i l l  f i l e  a 
s t a t e m e n t  p r e p a r e d  b y  the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  
P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  th a t  t h e  c a n d i d a t e  is f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  o f  l a w  r e g u l a t i n g  " o u t d o o r  p o l i t i c a l  
a d v e r t i s i n g . "

S e c t i o n  2 o f  the b i l l  a d d s  a n e w  Sec. 1 9 . 2 5 . 1 1 5 .  Sec. 19.- 
2 5 . 1 15(a) p r o v i d e s  t h a t  a c a n d i d a t e  or g r o u p  m a y  p l a c e  
a d v e r t i s i n g  on  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  so long as the p r i v a t e  
p r o p e r t y  is n o t  w i t h i n  t h e  z o n e  w h e r e  a d v e r t i s i n g  is 
p r o h i b i t e d  u n d e r  A S  1 9 . 2 5 . 1 0 5 ( a ) :  " w i t h i n  660 f e e t  o f  the 
n e a r e s t  e d g e  of t h e  r i g h t -  o f - w a y  a n d  v i s i b l e  f r o m  the 
m a i n - t r a v e l e d  w a y  of the i n t e r s t a t e ,  p r i m a r y ,  or s e c o n d a r y  
h i g h w a y s  i n  this state".

S e c t i o n  1 9 . 2 5 . 1 1 5 (b) d i r e c t s  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of  T r a n s p o r t a -  
t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  to r e m o v e  s u m m a r i l y  p o s t e r s  or 
signs e r e c t e d  in v i o l a t i o n  of A S  1 9 . 2 5 . 1 0 5 ( a )  a n d  b i l l  the



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  S t e v e  F r a n kP a g e  2F e b r u a r y  8 ,  1 9 8 8

c a n d i d a t e  or g r o u p  n a m e d  o n  the p o s t e r  o r  s i g n  f o r  its 
a c t u a l  c o s t s  f r o m  the r e m o v a l .

S e c t i o n  3 a m e n d s  A S  1 9 . 2 5 . 1 3 0 ,  P E N A L T Y  F O R  V I O L A T I O N .  T h e  
a m e n d m e n t  l e a v e s  the e x i s t i n g  p e n a l t y  ($50 to $1,000) i n  
p l a c e  for e x i s t i n g  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  the s e c t i o n  cov e r e d .  It 
s i g n a l s  t h a t  t h e r e  is a d i f f e r e n t  p e n a l t y  f o r  a v i o l a t i o n  o f  
Sec. 1 9 . 2 5 . 1 1 5 .

S e c t i o n  4 e s t a b l i s h e s  a n e w  Sec. 1 9 . 2 5 . 1 3 0 ( b ) .  T h e  s e c t i o n  
a d d s  a n e w  p e n a l t y  of $250 to $ 1 , 0 0 0  f o r  a v i o l a t i o n  o f  the 
n e w  s e c t i o n  o n  p o l i t i c a l  a d v e r t i s i n g ,  Sec. 1 9 . 2 5 . 1 1 5 .

S e c t i o n  5 o f  t h e  b i l l  a m e n d s  A S  1 9 . 2 5 . 1 5 0  to c a r v e  o u t  f r o m  
the a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  this s e c t i o n  the p o l i t i c a l  a d v e r t i s i n g ;  
the p o l i t i c a l  a d v e r t i s i n g  is c o v e r e d  u n d e r  Sec. 1 9 . 2 5 . 1 1 5  
a d d e d  at b i l l  sec. 2.

S e c t i o n  6 of the b i l l  a m e n d s  A S  1 9 . 2 5 . 1 6 0 ( 1 ) .  T h e  e x i s t i n g  
l a w  s e c t i o n  d e f i n e s  " o u t d o o r  a d v e r t i s i n g . "  T h e  a m e n d m e n t  to 
the d e f i n i t i o n  e x c l u d e s  p o l i t i c a l  a d v e r t i s i n g .

T h e  b i l l  c o n t a i n s  n o  e f f e c t i v e  d a t a  c l a use. It is, 
t h e r e f o r e ,  e f f e c t i v e  90 days a f t e r  e n a c t m e n t .  Art. II, 
sec. 18, A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n .

R A B ; b b
w k b 2 / 0 5 8



AMENDMENT
TO: House Bill 448 - "An Act relating to outdoor political advertising."

House Bill 448 is amended by adding two new sections to read:

Section 7.

Section 1 of this act takes effect January 1, 1989.

Section 8.

Sections 2 through 6 of this act take effect immediately under 
AS 01.10.070 (c).



I M P O R T A N T  I N F O R M A T I O N  A B O U T  C A M P A I G N  T R E A S U R E R S  A N D  P O L I T I C A L  S I G N S
The Alaska Public Offices Commission and the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities are responsible for 

administering Alaska law with regard to the subjects below. Should you have any questions about these requirements or 
wish additional information, please contact the appropriate office as indicated.

APOC, Anchorage, 276-4176

Section 15.13.060. CAMPAIGN TREASURERS.
(a) Each candidate and group shall appoint a campaign treasurer who is responsible for receiving, holding, and dis­

bursing all contributions and expenditures, and for filing all reports and statements required by law. A candidate may be a 
campaign treasurer.

(b) Each group shall file the name and address of its campaign treasurer with the commission at the time it registers 
with the commission under §.050 of this chapter.

(c) Each candidate for state office shall file the name and address of the campaign treasurer with the commission, or 
submit, in writing, the name and address of the campaign treasurer to the lieutenant governor for filing with the commission, 
no later than 15 days after the date of filing his declaration of candidacy or his nominating petition. Each candidate for munici­
pal office shall file the name and address of the campaign treasurer with the commission no later than seven days after the 
date of filing his declaration of candidacy or his nominating petition, if the candidate does not designate a campaign treasur­
er, the candidate is the campaign treasurer.

(d) In the case of the death, resignation or removal of a campaign treasurer, the candidate shall appoint a successor 
as soon as practicable and file his name and address with the commission within 48 hours of the appointment. The candi­
date is disqualified when he has been found to have been in wilful violation of this subsection.

(e) A campaign treasurer may appoint as many deputy campaign treasurers as he considers necessary. The candi­
date shall file the names and addresses of the deputy campaign treasurers with the commission.

(f) The candidate is responsible for the performance of his campaign treasurer, and any default or violation by the 
treasurer also shall be considered a default or violation by the candidate if he knew or had reason to know of the default or vi­
olation. (§ 1 ch 76 SLA 1974; am § § 16-19 ch 189 SLA 1975; am § 1 ch 133 SLA 1977)

Section 15.13.090. IDENTIFICATION OF COMMUNICATION (Effective January 1,1981). All advertisements, bill­
boards, handbills, paid-for television and radio announcements and other communications intended to influence the elec­
tion of a candidate or outcome of a ballot proposition or question shall be clearly identified by the words "paid for by" followed 
by the name and address of the candidate, group or individual paying for the advertising. In addition, candidates and groups 
must identify the name of their campaign chairman. (§  1 ch 76 SLA 1974; am § 22 ch 189 SLA 1975; am § 36 ch 100 SLA 
1980)

Department of Transportation & Public Facilities

AS 19.25.080-180, AS 19.25-200-250 and 17 AAC 20.010 govern the placement of political signs. Political signs 
placed within 660 feet of the right-of-way of primary or secondary highways are illegal. Political signs placed more than 660 
feet outside the right-of-way with the purpose of the message being read from the traveled way of a primary or secondary 
highway are illegal.

The placing of a sign in violation of the state statutes is a misdemeanor and upon conviction is punishable by a fine of 
not less than $50 nor more than $1,000 (Sec. 19.25.130). Political signs placed within the right-of-way of highways are illegal 
encroachments under AS 19.25.220 and 17 AAC 20.010, and may be summarily removed pursuant to AS 19.25.240, Out­
door Advertising.

Private landowners placing signs, allowing signs to be placed, or allowing signs to remain on property along State pri­
mary or secondary highway rights-of-way are in violation of the law and could also have civil liability. Private landowners could 
find themselves in court and liable for damages caused by a sign on their property which contributed to a vehicle accident.

Confiscated signs may be recovered from the nearest field maintenance facility after payment for man and equip­
ment hours expended in the removal. In all cases the minimum charge will not be less than $50. Confiscated signs not re­
covered will be destroyed after thirty (30) days.

If you are in doubt concerning the state right-of-way in a given area, please contact the appropriate regional office of 
the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities for information: Anchorage Regional Office - 266-1440; Fairbanks re­
gional Office - 451-2294; Juneau Regional Office - 789-6221.

Candidates should check with municipal officials for local ordinances regarding sign placement.



DISTRICTWIDE OFFICE DIRECTOR OF ELECTIONS
OR ELECTION SUPERVISOR

D E C L A R A T I O N  O F  C A N D I D A C Y  R E T U R N  T O :

□  $30 filing fee must accompany this Declaration.

My Conflict of Interest Statement is:
□  Enclosed with this Declaration;
□  On file with the Alaska Public Offices Commission.

GENERAL INFORMATION (Please Print or Type)

I, ___________________________________________   am a qualified voter and declare myself to be a resident
of, and a candidate for nomination to the office of

□  State Senator
□  State Representative

representing Election D istrict_______________Seat_________________ I am registered under and a candidate
of the _____________ political party in the primary election to be held on August___________ , 19________

I have been a resident of Alaska s ince  , 19________, and a resident of the Election
District in which I am seeking office s ince______________________   19________

My current residence address i s : ________________________________________________________________
(Use street it, mile post, plat It, or other physical location description.)

I have lived at this address s ince_______________________, 19________

(If less than one year, prior address:________________________________________
I lived at my prior address from ______________________ , 19________ until
19--------------)

My full mailing address is :_________________________________________________

I request that my name appear on the ballot In the following manner:**

* * (The Director of Elections may not Include on the ballot, as part of candidate's name, any honorary or assumed title or prefix, but may include in the candidate's name any nickname or familiar form of a proper name of the candldata AS 15.15.030(4).)
CERTIFICATIONI, the undersigned, certify that the Information In this Declaration of Candidacy Is true and complete, and that I meet the specific residency and cltlzenuhlp requirements of this offlca I further certify that I shall meet the age requirements upon taking the oath of offlca if elected. I am not a candidate for any other office to be voted upon at the primary or general election and have not filed another Declara­tion of Candidacy or nominating petition for the office for which this Declaration Is filed. I also acknowledge that should I choose to withdraw my candidacy, my withdrawal must be submitted to the Director of Elections in writing over my signature

Subscribed and sworn to before me thisd a y  of 19 CANDIDATE SIGNATURE

Notary Public 
My Commission Expires: Home Phone Work Phone

NOTARY SEAL
To assist staff In verifying candidate/voter Identification, please provide one or both of the following:SSft Voter *

9



Return To
- ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMM ISSION 

2221 E. Northern Lights Blvd., Room 128 
Anchorage, Alaska 99508 
(907) 276-4176R E G I S T R A T I O N  S T A T E M E N T  F O R  A  C A N D I D A T E  O R  A  C A N D I D A T E ' S  C A M P A I G N  C O M M I T T E ESTATE CAN D ID ATES DUE DATE: No later then fifteen (15) d a y s after the date o f filing a declaration of candi­dacy or nom inating petition.M UNICIPAL CAN D ID A TES DUE D ATE: No later than seven (7) d a y s after the date of filing a declaration o f can­didacy or nom inating petition.The A P O C  will direct all co m m u n icatio n s, including audit reports, related to your cam paign to the Cam paign M ailing A d d re ss you sp e cify

Name of Candidate: Campaign Mailing Address: Home Tele. 
Work:

Candidate's Campaign Committee Name (if any):

State Office Filed For (include district if any): Municipal Office Filed For (include name of municipality):

Campaign Chairman (if any): Mailing Address: Home Tele.: 

Work:

The name of the Chairman must be included in all campaign communications.

Treasurer(if any): Mailing Address: Home Tele.: 
Work:

Deputy Treasurer(s): Mailing Address: Telephone Numbers:

BANKING INSTITUTIONS
If this group intends to raise or spend more than $5,000 during 1987, designate below which regulated banking institutions 
will serve as campaign account depositories (2AAC 50.319):

Name of Depository Account Number (Use additional Sheet if Necessary)

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the information contained in this registration statement is complete, true, and correct: further, I acknowl­
edge having received notice of the information concerning campaign treasurers, identification of communications, and 
placement of political signs as printed on the reverse side of this form.

Date: Signature:

□  Cancfcfete OTreasirsr

APOC FORM 15-1 (5/87) 
APOC/ CLERK USE ONLY: 
Packet Provided - YES NO

•JEE REVERSE SIDE



ALASKA PUBLIC OFFICES COMMISSION

CONFLICT OF INTEREST STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL INTERESTS 
HELD DURING THE PRIOR CALENDAR YEAR

□  I am f!Sng candklacy forms in 1987. This slatement reflects information for calendar year 1966.
□  I am fiSng canddacy forms in 1988. This statement reflects information for calendar year 1987.

READ THE MANUAL OF INSTRUCTIONS IN THE RUNNING BOOKLET 
FOR THE COMPLETE REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

You must check one of the above boxes. Statements filed without a reporting period designated or an original 
signature are not valid. You must also show the financial interests, to the extent ascertainable, held by family 
members during the prior calendar year.

PART 1. GENERAL INFORMATION

Name of Reporting Official: ,__

Candidate fo r
brikala S«a& 

Declaration of Candidacy Date:.

Current Resident Address:Street"
Permanent Mailing Address:___Street
Home Phone:________ ________

Family Members of Reporting Official (list names): 

Spouse: _________________________________

Election Date:

"ESy"

"HEty--------

Work Phone:

Dependent Children.

2p Code”Zip Code

Nondependent Children, Living with Reporting Official:.

PART 2. CERTIFICATION

I, the undersigned, certify that the information In this Statement is, to the best of my knowledge, true, correct and 
complete. In the absence of a Notary Public or other official authorized to administer an oath, I personally certify under 
penalty of perjury that the Statement is true. By statute, a person who makes a false sworn certification which s/he 
does not believe to be true is guilty of perjury.

S IG N A T U R E  D A T E  L O C A T I O N

A P O C  Forni 39.1 Crav 9/87)



P A R T  3 .  S O U R C E S  O F  I N C O M E  A N D  C A P I Y A L  G A I N S  O V E R  $ 1 0 0
Name

(of official, spouse, children)

Salary:

Source of Income 
(show name only: do NOT list amounts)

Source:

Rentals: (include business name) Tenants:

Dn idends and Interest: Source:

Self Employment: (include business name) Source: (clients, customers, o r"retail^

Other:

(Continue any section on blank paper). 
-2-



PART 4. BUSINESS INVOLVEMENT OR OWNERSHIP INTEREST AS A STOCKHOLDER, OWNER, 
OFFICER, PARTNER, PROPRIETOR, OR EMPLOYEE

Name Nature ol Involvement Name and Address
(of official, spouse, children) _________or Interest   of Business__________

PART 5. REAL PROPERTY INTERESTS, OWNED, INCLUDING OPTIONS TO BUY

Name Identity of Property, Location and Nature of Interest
(of official, spouse, children)  Current Use________  ______________________

PART 6. BENEFICIAL INTEREST IN TRUSTS OR OTHER FIDUCIARY RELATION

Name Trustor Assets Extent of Interest
(of official, spouse, c h i l d r e n ) ________________________________________________________

(Continue any section on blank paper.) 
-3 -



P A R T  7. L O A N S , LOAN  G U A R A N T E E S O R  OTH ER FINANCIAL O B LIG A T IO N S OF $500 O R  M ORE 
Name  Identity of Maker of Loan, Loan Guarantor, or Creditor

P A R T  8. C O N T R A C T S AND O F F E R S  TO C O N T R A C T  WITH THE ST A T E  OR ITS INSTRUM ENTALITY
Name State Contracting Dept. . .  ... . _ , . Indicate: Bid,

_____________  or Instrumentality Identity of Contract Held, or Offered

PA R T  9. L E A S E S  O R  O F F E R S  TO L E A S E  M INERAL, TIM B ER , OIL O R  OTHER N ATU RAL R E S O U R C E S
Incficate:

________ Name________  Nature of Lease Identity of Lease Held, or Offered

Please forward your Completed Candidate Conflict of 
Interest Statement to any of the following locations:

A L A S K A  P U B L I C  O F F I C E S  C O M M I S S I O N  A L A S K A  P U B L I C  O F F I C E S  C O M M I S S I O N  

2221 E. Northern Lights R o o m  128 Pouch C G

Anchorage, A K  99508 Juneau, A K  9981.

276-4176 465-4864

O r  A n y  Division of Elections Office



H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 448 
N E U T R A L  S U M M A R Y  

P r e p a r e d  b y  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  E l e c t i o n s

T h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  E l e c t i o n s  h a s  r e v i e w e d  H o u s e  B i l l  No. 448, 

"A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to o u t d o o r  p o l i t i c a l  a d v e r t i s i n g , "  that 

w o u l d  r e q u i r e  a p o l i t i c a l  c a n d i d a t e  to b e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  

p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  l a w  that r e g u l a t e s  o u t d o o r  p o l i t i c a l  

a d v e r t i s i n g ,  a n d  t o  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  f i l e  a s t a t e m e n t  to t h a t  

f a c t  a t  t h e  t i m e  h e  o r  she f i l e s  a d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  c a n d i d a c y .  

T h e  D i v i s i o n  is n e u t r a l  o n  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  H B  448.

S a n d r a  J./S'fcout 
D i r e c t o r  ^
D i v i s i o n  of E l e c t i o n s



R E Q U E S T : _____________ FISCAL NOTE____________________________

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  BILL VERSION: House Bill No. 4481 9 8 8  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N  PUBLISH DATE:

Revision Date: Agency Affected: DOT&PF
Title: Act relating to outdoor advertising BRU: Engineering and Operations

Standards
Sponsor Frank, Miller, Boyer, Davis, Sund, and Brown Components:
Requestor GfVTO

EX P E N D I T U R E S / R E V E N U E S :  (t h o u s a n d s  o p  d o l l a r s )

OPERATING FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93

PERSONAL SERVICES 0 0 0 0 0 0
TRAVEL 0 0 0 0 0 0
CONTRACTURAL 0 0 0 0 0 0
SUPPLIES 0 0 0 0 0 0
EQUIPMENT 0 0 0 0 0 0
LAND & STRUCTURES 0 0 0 0 0 0
GRANTS. CLAIMS 0 0 0 0 0 0
MISCELLANEOUS 0 0 0 0 0 0

TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0 0

CAPITAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

REVENUE 0 0 0 0 0 0

FUNDING: (t h o u s a n d s  o f  d o l l a r s )
GENERAL FUND 0 0 0 0 0 0

FEDERAL FUNDS 0 0 0 0 0 0
OTHER 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIMEs 0 0 0 ■ 0 ■ - “ 0
PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary) 

Sec. 2. (b) of this bill should reduce general fund expenditures.

Preparedly: Milt6iiHT^ntY —  —  Phone: 465-2985
Division: bqgipdermtfai/d Operations Standards Date: 3/4/88

Approved by Commissioner w J  •   Date:_______________
Agency: Department of Transportation and PubhcFacilities

Distribution (by preparer):
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget
Impacted Agency(ies) page 1 of 2



D e p t ,  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  &  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s

POSITION PAPER
BlLi NO: House Bill No. 448

TITLE: An act relating to outdoor Political Advertising

A P P R O V E D *  M a r k  S. H i c k e y  
C i ^ p ' C o m m i s s i o n e r

DATE:

The Department of Transportation and Public Facilities supports this bill as control of 
political signs has become a controversial and increasing problem within the state. This bill 
would assist in the enforcement of political signs in that:

(1) The candidate must acknowledge that they are familiar with the provisions of 
law regulating outdoor political advertising.

(2) Responsibility has been identified as the candidate or group owning the signs.

(3) The 30 day notice ordering the owner to remove an unlawful political sign is 
eliminated, thereby making enforcement more effective.

(4) The penalty for a violation is increased from $50 to $250.

F o r  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  c a l l  S u s a n  F l e i s c h h a u e r  a t  4 6 5 - 3 9 0 0



* (7)

D a t e  r e f e r r e d :

H O U S E  C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T

2 / 1 0 / 8 8 F U R T H E R  R E F E R R A L S : J u d i c i a r y
F i n a n c e

DATE:
M arch 9 ,  1988

T h e T r a n s p o r t a t i o n C o m m i t t e e  h a s  c o n s i d e r e d  H B  448

" A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  o u t d o o r  p o l i t i c a l  a d v e r t i s i n g . "

R E C O M M E N D S :

[ X ] r e p la c e  w ith  C S  j-\ B  ^ T r ^ p V)
[ ] a tta c h e d  amendment(s)

[ V

[

[

d o  p a s s  

d o  n o t  p a s s  

n o  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  

i n d i v i d u a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  

a d d i t i o n a l  r e f e r r a l  t o  t h e

[ ] t h e  s a m e  t i t l e

[ )< ] a n e w  t i t l e

C o m m i t t e e

A D O P T S : C ] l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t

A T T A C H E S  N E W  F I S C A L  N O T E ( s ) : 

[ ] f i s c a l  i m p a c t  

[ X ]  z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e  

[ ] z e r o  w i t h  a n a l y s i s

S I G N I N G  D O  PASS:

ICJk, fuML

[ ] s a m e  as p r e v i o u s  f i s c a l  n o t e

p u b l i s h e d  _________________________

[ ] s a m e  as p r e v i o u s  z e r o  f i s c a l

n o t e  p u b l i s h e d  __________________

COMMENDATIO:I N D A T I O N ^

, o r v x o - L - O i o ^ o n

C h a i r m a n ' s  s i g n a t u r e



COMMITTEE:
H o u s e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e

DATE:
^vlaSJ 

O ffic ia l Busineca SIGN-IN

S u b j e c t  o f  m e e t i n g :*HB 4 4 8 : "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  o u t d o o r  p o l i t i c a la d v e r t i s i n g . "
H JR  6 8 : U r g in g  C o n g r e s s  t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  e x e m p tio nfro m  t h e  f e d e r a l  e x c i s e  t a x  on t a x a b l e  f u e l s  f o r  c e r t a i n  d i e s e l  f u e l  u s e r s .An O v e r v ie w  by t h e  Com m onw ealth N o r th  R a i l r o a d  Comm i ttee





L E G IS L A T IV E  A F F A I R S  A G E N C Y
L E G I S L A T I V E  R E F E R E N C E  L I B R A R Y

May, 1988

C o n i e s  o f  m i n u t e s  l i s t e d  b e l o w  w e r e  o r i g i n a l l y  i n c l u d e d  
in this file. T h e  m i n u t e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  on  t h e  S T A I R S  
d a t a b a s e  CMPK. In  o r d e r  to s a v e . s p a c e  c o p i e s  o f  m i n u t e s  

h a v e  n o t  b e e n  le f t  in t h e  files.
M a r y  V a n  N i m w e g e n

o u 'W  ̂ 1 •



A l a s k a  i l a t e  ^ l e g i s l a t u r e

House o f  Representatives
C o m m i t t e e  o n  Transportation

Pouch V State Capitol Juneau, Alaska 99811 (907) 465-4858R ep. Bette C a to , Chairm an
F e b r u a r y  29, 1988

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

C O M M I T T E E  C A L E N D A R :

H B  479: " A n  A c t  m a k i n g  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  A l a s k a  
m a r i n e  h i g h w a y  s y s t e m ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  
e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

i t e m  #l: H B  479
#2: a s t a t e m e n t  f r o m  Rep. G o l l
#3: s e r vic' r e d u c t i o n s
#4: f u n d s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e s t o r e  s e r v i c e
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REPRESENTATIVE
PETER GOLL

P O BOX V 
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99B11 

(907) AS5 A92S

S  T  A  T  1-: O F  A  I- A  S  K  A
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

M E M O R A N D U M

DATE February 26, 1388

TO Representative Bette Cato_

F R O M
/

S U B J E C T HB 479

HB 479, is an appropriation bill for the Alaska Marine 
Highway System, using $4,897,100 in ferry program receipts 
to restore lost services. This legislation is a step toward 
restoration of ferry service to its FY 86 levels.

The Alaska Marine Highway is the only surface transportation 
system linking Southeast communities to one another and to 
the mainland road system. It is the only safe and affordable 
transportation available to citizens of rural communities.

The system is necessary to the economy of Southeast Alaska 
and other coastal regions, providing the connections needed 
to maintain freight service, private transportation, and 
tourism.

I have provided for your information:

1. A spreadsheet showing the service reductions that have 
been made as a result of budget cuts since FY 86, including 
the winter service cuts to Alaskans.

2. A spreadsheet showing the funds necessary to restore 
service to the FY 86 levels, and the revenue sources for the 
appropriation. Noted are revenues generated through fares.

3. An excerpt from the Executive Summary of the Southeast 
Conference report on the importance of the Marine Highway to 
the safety, health and economy of the region.

4. Resolutions and letters from elected officials, local 
governments, organizations, and health professionals, 
detailing need for adequate surface transportation.

5. Service complaints from the tourism industry.
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S O U T H E A S T  C O N F E R E N C E

Al A 9K A
MARINE HIGHWAY 

SYSTEM

T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  P E R S P E C T I V E

“Working For All Alosko ”



E X E C U T I V E  SUM M ARY
This report describes the importance of the Alaska Marine 

Highway System (A M H S ) from the community perspective. It has 

been developed to show how the economy and way of life of the 

people in Southeast Alaska has evolved in concert with the ferry 

system. It points out that budget and other decisions regard­

ing the AMHS should take into consideration the importance of 

the ferry system in other than strictly economic terms; most 

particularly the sense of real security, reliability/ and the 

affordable transportation which it offers to the traveling 

public. It explains the reality that dismantling this billion 

dollar infrastructure would be a severe blow not only to So u t h­

east Alaska but to the entire state. The report shows how the 

ferry system is so interwoven in the economic fabric and 

well-being of Alaska that it deserves a fresh look; a comm i t­

ment to efficient management and direction through prudent 

budget decisions. Furtner, it offers specific recommendations 

and findings to improve the system.

The ferry system is a vital component of the economy of 

Southeast Alaska. Therefore, any decision that may result in 

a general service reduction should be approached with great 

cai’tion. it is an unfortunate reflection of our government 

that the rationale to reduce service seems based on the 

assumption that communities must suffer before management can 

become effective or labor brought to the table as a full 

partner in resolving the problems. As a matter of fact,
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in most cases it costs at least 50% of vessel expense to lay­

up. For example, the Bartlett cost 90% of operating expense 

to be put into lay-up. Therefore, it needs to generate only 

10% of costs in revenue to be more cost effective to operate.

As this study began, the focus of the effort was that 

of discovering the relative ways in which the AMHS is impor­

tant to each respective community served by the system. The 

inter-relationships developed with the rest of the State as 

a result of the fer-ry system were also explored. It was 

learned that not only is the system important in a general 

way for transportion of people, vehicles, and goods, but in 

particular ways. That is, a particular major component of a 

local economy has often developed with the ferry service, and 

vice versa.

The major component in some communities may be a single 

business, such as the case with the Hoonah Cold Storage. 

Hoonah Cold Storage depends on the ferry to ship out 100% of 

its fish products. This was almost two million pounds of 

calmon in 1986, and the business expects a 30% increase this 

year. In Sitka, a winter 'turnaround' run is the primary 

boost to the retail trade. It is an economic convenience, 

as well as being key to the delivery of important human ser­

vices, for those who do not live in Sitka.- The economy of 

the City of Skagway in recent years has become almost ent i r e­

ly based on tourism. Of course, the ferry system plays a 

very important role in bringing tourists to Skagway. The
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AMHS brought 36,000 visitors to Skagway in 1986. Ketchikan 

faces a double-edged sword when the State considers reductions 

in ferry service. The mainline runs are extremely important 

because of the tourist trade, export of fisheries products, 

und the import of goods and supplies to furnish the area's 

retail demands. But the feeder ferries are critical for 

retail and commercial trade, fish transport, and winter 

economic activity. The economies of the people of Ketchikan 

would be severely impacted by a reduction in either mainline 

or feeder ferry service. There is one community, however- 

which appears to have an even deeper dependence on the ferry 

system: the City of Haines. There are so many business func­

tions in Haines which have evolved with, and depend upon the 

ferries, it clearly would suffer the most immediate and signi­

ficant effects of reductions in service. Haines is still the 

main embarkation and disembarkation point for people and 

goods destined for the interior or travelling south from the 

interior. Without the ferry syst-em, Haines would simply be a 

place at the end of a very long spur road. These are but a 

few examples of the community perspectives of the AMHS. The 

more enlightening and detailed reports are found in the 

Community Section. Reading that section is imperative in 

understanding the AMHS's relationship to developing economies. 

The particular ways the communities have used the ferries to 

develop and stafilize the economy of Southeast must be recog­

nized.
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Of course, the communities served by the ferry system

are dependent on it in numerous general ways. These include 

the delivery of food, particularly fresh produce and dairy 

products; mail delivery; school travel; tourist travel; and 

the transportation of vehicles, equipment and general freight. 

In some cases, practically 100% of the fresh produce is 

delivered by ferry. In addition, all second and third class 

mail and surface parcel post from the lower 48 travels by- 

ferry. The mail is ferried to Haines, Skagway, Petersburg, 

Wrangell, Sitka, Ketchikan, and Juneau, then shuttled to

smaller communities.

During the school year, all school districts make use of 

the ferry system for student travel to a remarkable degree. 

Petersburg, Juneau, Wrangell, and Ketchikan report that a 

student group (averaging 30 students) from their high schools 

is.going somewhere on the ferry system virtually every week 

of the school year. For purposes of school travel, both 

safety and cost considerations combine so that schools sche­

dule events around the ferry schedule. And as funding for 

education decreases, the cost of flying is not a reasonable

alternative for student travel.

The AMHS is also important to the health, welfare and 

safety of Southeast residents. Residents of the smaller

communities depend on the system for transportation to larger 

communities to meet shopping, business, medical, and recrea­

tional needs. The selection of goods and services is extremely
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