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S e c c i o n 25: E1 /2E1 /2
S e c t i o n 26: Wl/2
S e c t i o n 27
S e c t i o n 34
S e c t i o n 35: Wl/2

(E) Township 17 N o r t h ,  Range 12 Wes t ,  Seward M e r i d i a n
S e c t i o n  7: S l / 2
S e c t i o n  12: S l / 2
S e c t i o n  13 
S e c t i o n  14: S l / 2
S e c t i o n  15: S l / 2
S e c t i o n  16: S l / 2
S e c t i o n s  1 7 - 1 8

£
S e c t i o n  20: E l / 2

f
S e c t i o n s  21 - 23

i
S e c t i o n  24: N l / 2 ,  N1/2S1 /2

(F) Township 17 N o r t h ,  Range 13 Wes t ,  Seward M e r i d i a n
S e c t i o n  9: S l / 2

f

S e c t i o n  10: S l / 2  j
S e c t i o n  11: S l / 2  |

i
S e c t i o n  12: S l / 2  !

j

S e c t i o n s  13 - 16 
S e c t i o n  24: N l / 2

(G) Township 18 N o r t h ,  Range 10 Wes t ,  Seward M e r i d i a n
S e c t i o n  18: SW1/4SU1/4

II
S e c t i o n  19: NWl/4,  S1 /2NE1 /4 ,  E1/2SW1/4,  SE l /4

|
S e c t i o n  20: S l / 2 ,  NEl /4  j
S e c t i o n  21 t

S e c t i o n  2 2 :  W1/2W1/2  j



-

1

2

3
4
5
6

7
8

9

10

11

12

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

21

22

23
24
25
26
27
28
29

WORK DRAFT

S e c t i o n  26: W1/2SW1/4, SW1/4NW1/4
S e c t i o n  27: S l / 2 ,  S1 /2N1/2
S e c t i o n s  28 - 29 
S e c t i o n  30: E l / 2 ,  E1/2W1/2
S e c t i o n  31: N E l / 4 , S1/2NW1/4, NE1/4NW1/4,

SWl/4 ,  W1/2SE1/4 
S e c t i o n  33: NE1/4NE1/4
S e c t i o n  34: N1/2NW1/4

(H) Township 18 No r t h ,  Range 11 West ,  Seward M e r i d i a n
S e c t i o n 6: Wl /2 ,  W1/2E1/2,  E1/2SE1/4
S e c t i o n 7
S e c t i o n 11 : E l / 2 SE 1 /4
S e c t i o n 12: SW1/4SW1/4

S e c t i o n 13: NWl/4, E1/2SW1/4,  SE l /4
S e c t i o n 16: SWl/4
S e c t i o n s 17 - 18

S e c t i o n 19: NEl /4
S e c t i o n 20: N l / 2 ,  SE l / 4

S e c t i o n 21 : Wl/2
S e c t i o n 24: E l /2NE1 /4
S e c t i o n 28
S e c t i o n 29: E l / 2
S e c t i o n 32: E l / 2
S e c t i o n 33
S e c t i o n 36: E1/2SE1 /4SE1 /4SE1 /4

( I )  Township 18 No r t h ,  Range 12 West ,  Seward M e r i d i a n  

S e c t i o n s  1 - 2 
S e c t i o n  12: N l / 2 ,  SE l / 4

( J )  T o w m s h ip  19 N o r t h ,  R a n g e  12 W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r id i a n
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S e c c i o n  3: N l / 2 ,  SWl/4

S e c c i o n  4: E1 /2E1 /2 ,  W1/2SE1/4,  SE1/4SW1/4
S e c c i o n  9: E l / 2 ,  SWl/4 ,  E1/2NW1/4, SW1/4NW1/4
S e c c i o n  10: NWl/4

S e c c i o n  15: W1/2SW1/4, SW1/4NW1/4
SecCion  16
S e c c i o n  21
S e c c i o n  22: W1/2W1/2, E1/2SW1/4,  SW1/4SE1/4
S e c t i o n s  27 - 28 
S e c c i o n  34
SecCion  35: S l / 2 ,  NWl/4

(K) Township 20 NorCh, Range 11 Wes t ,  Seward M e r i d i a n  
S e c c i o n  18: Wl/2 
S e c c i o n  19: Wl/2 

(L) Township 20 Norch ,  Range 12 WesC, Seward M e r i d i a n  
S e c c i o n  1 
S e c c i o n  2: N l / 2
SecC ion  11: E1/2
SecC ions  12 - 13 
SecCion 14: E l / 2
S e c c i o n s  23 - 24 
SecCion  25: N l / 2
Se cC icn  26 
SecC ion  27: E l / 2
S e c c i o n  34: S l / 2 ,  NE l / 4 ,  SE1/4NW1/4

SecCion  35: NWl/4

(M) Township 21 N o r t h ,  Range 11 WesC, Seward M e r i d i a n  
S e c c i o n  31: Wl/2

(N ) T o w n s h ip  21 N o r t h ,  R a n g e  12 W e s t ,  S e w a rd  M e r id i a n
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S e c t i o n  25: SWl/4 ,  SW1/4SE1/4
S e c t i o n  26: E1 / 2SE1 /4 ,  SW1/4SE1/4

S e c t i o n  35: E l / 2 ,  SWl/4
i

S e c t i o n  36

(6) T a l k e e t n a  S t a t e  R e c r e a t i o n  R i v e r :  t h e  w a t e r  column o f  j
t h e  T a l k e e t n a  R i v e r  f rom mean h i g h  w a t e r  mark t o  mean h i g h  w a t e r  mark j
f rom t h e  p o i n t  a t  wh ich  i t  c r o s s e s  t h e  l i n e  d i v i d i n g  Townships  28 and 
29 N o r t h ,  Seward M e r i d i a n ,  downs t r eam t o  i t s  c o n f l u e n c e  w i t h  t h e  
S u s i t n a  R i v e r ;  t h e  w a t e r  column o f  C h u n i l n a  Creek f rom mean h i g h  w a t e r

I^ imark to  mean h i g h  w a t e r  mark f rom t h e  p o i n t  a t  wh i ch  i t  . c r o s s e s  t h e
l i n e  d i v i d i n g  Townsh ips  27 and 28 N o r t h ,  Seward M e r i d i a n ,  downs t r eam \

!t o  i t s  c o n f l u e n c e  w i t h  t h e  T a l k e e t n a  R i v e r ;  and
I

(A) Township 26 N o r t h ,  R.ange 3 Wes t ,  Seward M e r i d i a n
S e c t i o n s  1 - 2: n o r t h  o f  t h e  l e f t  bank  o f  t h e

j
Sheep R i v e r  j

S e c t i o n  3: a l l  l a n d  n o r t h  o f  t h e  l e f t  bank  o f
t h e  T a l k e e t n a  R i v e r  and T r a c t  B o f  ASLS 81 - 
196

S e c t i o n  4: a l l  l a n d  n o r t h  o f  t h e  l e f t  bank  o f
t h e  T a l k e e t n a  R i v e r  and T r a c t  A o f  ASLS 81 - 
196

S e c t i o n  5: a l l  l a n d  n o r t h  o f  t h e  l e f t  bank  o f
t h e  T a l k e e t n a  R i v e r  and T r a c t  C o f  ASLS 80 - 
94

S e c t i o n  6: a l l  l a n d  n o r t h  o f  t h e  l e f t  bank o f
t h e  T a l k e e t n a  R i v e r  and T r a c t  A o f  ASLS 
SO - 84

(3) Township 26 No r t h ,  Range 4 Wes t ,  Seward M e r i d i a n
S e c t i o n s  1 - 3 :  e x c l u s i v e  o f  ASLS 79 - 149

r’CLT'n n o / rs \
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S e c t i o n 4: E l / 2 ,  SWl/4 e x c l u s i v e  o f  ASLS 79 -
149

S e c t i o n 7: S l / 2
S e c t i o n 8: S l / 2  e x c l u s i v e  o f  ASLS 79 - 149
S e c t i o n 9: E l / 2 ,  E1/2W1/2
S e c t i o n 17: t h a t  p o r t i o n  n o r t h  o f  t h e  l e f t  bank

o f  t h e T a l k e e t n a  R i v e r
S e c t i o n 18: e x c l u s i v e  o f  DOT 200642

(C) Township 26 N o r t h ,  Range 5 Wes t ,  Seward M e r i d i a n
S e c t i o n  12: E1/2SE1/4

S e c t i o n  13: E l / 2 ,  E1/2SW1/4,  SW1/4SW1/4

S e c t i o n  23: t h a t  p o r t i o n  n o r t h e a s t  o f  t h e  l e f t
bank o f  t h e  S u s i t n a  R i v e r  

S e c t i o n  24: t h a t  p o r t i o n  e a s t  o f  t h e  l e f t  bank
o f  t h e  S u s i t n a  R i v e r  and w e s t  o f  t h e  r i g h t  
bank  o f  t h e  main c h a n n e l  o f  t h e  T a l k e e t n a  
R i v e r  ( t h a t  c h a n n e l  o f  t h e  r i v e r  t h a t  r u n s  
d i a g o n a l l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  NE 1/4 and SWl/4 o f  
Sec .  24)

(D) Township 27 N o r t h ,  Range 1 Wes t ,  Seward M e r i d i a n
S e c t i o n  1
S e c t i o n  2: S l / 2 ,  NE l / 4 ,  S 1 / 2 N W 1 / 4

S e c t i o n  3: S l / 2 ,  SI ' 2N1/2
S e c t i o n  4: SE l / 4
S e c t i o n s  7 - 1 0  9
S e c t i o n  11: N l / 2
S e c t i o n  12: NWl/4

S e c t i o n  15: NWl/4
S e c t i o n  1 6 :  N l / 2  _________________________
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S e c t i o n  17: N l / 2
S e c t i o n  IS:  N l / 2

(E) Townsh ip  27 N o r t h ,  Range 2 West ,  Seward M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n  2: SWl/4

S l / 2  
S l / 2' «»

SE l / 4 ,  E1/2SW1/4
SE l / 4

S e c t i o n  3 
S e c t i o n  4 
S e c t i o n  5 
S e c t i o n  7 
S e c t i o n s  8 - 1 2  

S e c t i o n  13: N l /2
S e c t i o n  14: N1/2NE1/4
S e c t i o n  17
S e c t i o n  18: E l / 2 ,  SWl/4
S e c t i o n  19
S e c t i o n  20: N l / 2 ,  SWl/4
S e c t i o n  30: Wl/2

(F) Township 27 N o r t h ,  Range 3 Wes t ,  Seward M e r i d i a n
S e c t i o n  24:  E l / 2
S e c t i o n  25 
S e c t i o n  2o:  SE l / 4

S e c t i o n  31: S l / 2

S e c t i o n  32: S l / 2  e x c l u s i v e  o f  ASLS 79 - 149
S e c t i o n  33:  S1 /2S1 /2  e x c l u s i v e  o f  ASLS 79 - 149
S e c t i o n  34: S1 /2S1 /2  e x c l u s i v e  o f  ASLS 79 - 149

and  ASLS 76 - 138 

S e c t i o n s  35 - 36
(G) Townsh ip  27 N o r t h ,  Range 4 Wes t ,  Seward M e r i d i a n

S e c t i o n  36: S1 /2SE1/4 e x c l u s i v e  o f  ASLS 74 - 77
A C T  C 1 . _  T  Q
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(H) Township 27 N o r t h ,  Range 1 E a s t ,  Seward M e r i d i a n
S e c t t o n  5: NWl/4
S e c t i o n  6

( I )  Township 28 N o r t h ,  Range 1 Wes t ,  Seward M e r i d i a n
S e c t i o n  36: SE1/4SE1/4

( J )  Townsh ip  28 N o r t h ,  Range 1 E a s t ,  Seward M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n  2 
S e c t i o n  3: SE l / 4  
S e c t i o n  9: SE l / 4
S e c t i o n  10 
S e c t i o n  11 
S e c t i o n  15 
S e c t i o n  16 
S e c t i c . i  20 
S e c t i o n  21 
S e c t i o n  22 
S e c t i o n  28

NWl/4,  W1/2NE1/4, W1/2SW1/4
N l / 2 ,  SWl/4

E1/2SW1/4
SE l / 4

NWl/4

N l / 2 ,  SWl/4 
S e c t i o n  29: E l / 2 ,  SWl/4 ,  SE1/4NW1/4
S e c t i o n  31: SWl /4 ,  E l / 2
S e c t i o n  32 
S e c t i o n  33: NWl/4

ARTICLE 4. GENERAL PROVISIONS.
Se c .  4 1 . 2 3 . 9 0 0 .  DEFINITION. I n  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  " c omm i s s i o n e r "  

means t h e  comm is s i o n e r  o f  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .
* Se c .  3. U n t i l  a management  p l a n  h a s  b e e n  a d o p t e d  f o r  a r e c r e a t i o n  

r i v e r  c o r r i d o r  u n d e r  AS 4 1 . 2 3 . 2 3 0 ( a )  as  e n a c t e d  i n  s e c .  2 o f  t h i s  Ac t ,  
i n t e r i m  management  s h a l l  be c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  AS 4 1 . 2 3 . 2 0 0 .  The comm i s s i o n e r  

o f  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  s h a l l  a d o p t  a management  p l a n  f o r  ea ch  r i v e r  by 
J u l y  1, 1992.

_  9 g  _   f c T j r i  n o ' n  —  s _____
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* Sec .  4.  Th i s  Ac t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  im m e d i a t e l y  u n d e r  AS 0 1 . 1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .

CSHB 9 3 ( R e s ) - 30-
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1
BY COTTEN, POURCHOT, RIEGER 

IN THE HOUSE AND GRUENBERG

HOUSE BILL NO. 93

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act establishing|a~sysl~em— o-E•'j recreation rivers;

and providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 41.23 is amended by adding new sections to read:

ARTICLE 2. fs-T-AT-Ê RECREATION RIVERS.

Sec. 41.23.200. PURPOSES. (a) The purpose of AS 41.23.200 -I •;(•& ru'<- 1 ■ .1' Av'-Ayi >• j
41.23.280 is to establish management guidelines for ^thosef .rivers'1' Cof J--' -

F t - iK v d e r—AS—4- l - r2 -3-r-2O 0------- 4 - l ; -2-3 <-2£ fV jw h i  1 e  - r m i t -
I CCXJ ">S t~

ting each riverTvto be individually managed under a multiple use man­

agement plan.
| C C f f

(b) The goals and objectives by which a recreation river-[-shall 

be managed include

(1) the protection and maintenance of the fish and wildlife 

populations and habitat on a sustained yield basis£srr-as—t-o— nva-i-nta-i-n, 

r-as4ior-e-,—and-enhance f-i-s-hin&r- hunt ingr- and- t-rapping'activitiesj;

(2) jpr4D.tec5?idn|-‘bf the scenic and natural integrity of the
\/'GfrVut*f i j ' g  >• d Crc., \Q(- v■ cr /

ixivdri' and E o n t-i-n uat-ion—o-fV-the—-t-r-a,di-Li o r.a-Lj/(recreational,̂  useV /of— t-he
\ 1[ IJV >*< /(i''< • -ii >

river; by the public incIuding>(6datingV hiking, snowmachining, skiing, 

dog mushing, and wildlife viewing;
LilLhli' 1 -iittfriV/ .

(3) management of upland activities/Jfor the protection and
4) p/omo'hen iiof1' /-' ■' ‘

maintenance of water quality and stream flovgj ' £(oi\OriX'~t oy 1h < •'«> - '^c:<
(c) The commissioner shall allow an activity when compatible

with (b)(1) - (3) of this section including, but not limited to use of

aircraft, powerboats, snowmachines, all-terrain vehicles, and other

HB0093A - 1 - HB 93
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motorised transportation; harvest of wood productsr^sanS and gravel

extraction for public use; and public use facilities. jjA-S~ 411 2 3 r-200—
•A4T-2-3-r2-ft0~-may--m>t— b e eon-3-mrgd-~fr9— permitting— an— ‘fto-t-iv-i-ty— C-hat— is.

-inconipatib-le-- »̂i-gU-&he—pnxpoaaa>-o f- AS- 41 .-2-3-.-2O0(’b-X4-)—

Sec. 41.23.210. GENERAL MANAGEMENT OF RECREATION RIVER. (a) 
\5l aiC-omftgA 1
The /land and water within the area designated as a recreation river 

under AS 41.23.280(c) is assigned to the commissioner for multiple use 

management consistent with the purposes of AS 41.23.200 - 41.23.280.

(b ) jwr-r-h-in—t Ixre-e—yeer-9-~f-ram—t-he—e-f-f-e-eAA-v-o— -da-fre— rrf— the— design 

-nat-i-en - o f ■ a r-iv-e-t—a-s~a—r-enc-r-aa tiwi— — tmfiet— ■AS-jUimmL&~ 2&Q-̂c-)-ry the 
coinmissioner sha 1 .cnncu.i t-̂te wm—1 _a-ppjaop.>-.-i ̂ i-o slvilv -i-f-civ-

efes-ij reserve to the state under AS 46.15.145 an instream flow or 

level for the water in the rlvefffiescribed in AS 41.23.280(c) that is 

adequate to achieve the purposes of AS 41.23.200 - 41.23.280.

(c) The provisions of AS 41.23.200 - 41,23.280 do not affect the 

responsibility,(of

(1) the Department of Fish and Game, the Board of Fisher­

ies, the Board of Game, or the Guide Licensing and Control Board under 

AS 08.54, AS 16, or AS 41.99.010;

2̂) the Department of Environmental Conservation under 

AS 46.03; or

(3) state agencies and municipalities under AS 44.19.145-

(a)(11) and AS 46.40.100.

(d) Except as provided in this subsection the commissioner may 

not restrict the use of weapons, including firearms, within a recrea­

tion river except in sites of high public use such as picnic areas, 

boat: ramps, camping grounds, and parking ateas when the commissioner 

determines that the use of weapons constitutes a threat to public 

safety. Except as provided in this subsection, the commissioner may

HB 93 - 2 -  HB0093A
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Ti . '■ WiywA •;

not restrict-̂

recreation river,USLriî?er/j

ofj' fishing, hunting, or trapping within a
r-y

(e) The commissioner may lease land competitively within a
Lrecreation river/j*Kr~e—persor̂  for the construction and operation of a

public use facility jybfrhrn—thfr rgcreat-4on̂ -rivê .

(f) The commissioner may not restrict commercial A activities

existing within the boundaries of an area designated as a recreation 

river under AS 41.23.280(c) at the time of the designation unless the 

commissioner determines that the commercial activity threatens the

quality of the water or an essential habitat within the recreation 
;^u ■ &\) b&USv lAflcy lofaf! £uJ0*4l>tb4t

rî er* I AMtOCs i ^ I * t, .
Sec. 41.23.220. MANAGEMENT PLAN. (a) X~Tlie~ commissioner shall

adopt and may revise a comprehensive multiple use management pian for
i r.-ji 1 1skr< jfa—r~i*rer—des-i-g-nated-as] a recreation river'l̂ihder-ArS----4-l~,-2-3-F-2-S0(-c-)-. -The -

-commi&9i-©TTe-r--s-haT'l—consult—with-the Department- of- Fish-and-Game during 

t+rr?—formulat-ion—o-r-rev-is-i-on-of-a-manag-ement plan-gaverniuĝ the-use— o-f 

an—ar-ea~--wi.-thin—a~ *e^r«-a£Aan_riyThe commissioner shall comply with

the notice requirements of AS 38.05.945 and shall hold at least onefas
public hearing in the municipalities and communities'jihav— -a-re— pr-oxi--

ma-t-e-l-y—-Located—to-J the recreation river and with the local fish and 

game advisory committee in the area in the adoption or revision of a 

management plan. The comprehensive multiple-use management plan shall

establish long-range guidelines and management practices consistentZ’i 2 bt>( k)
with >frhe-purposes—of —A'S«4J.,23.~20uQ ■ £..-41^230j to

(1) protect the fish and wildlife habitat and the free- 

flowing nature of the river;

(2) identify special recreational values and manage the 

level of intensity and types of recreational uses;

(3) designate compatible land uses and management

t'
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1 guidelines for associated development;

2 (4) manage commercial activities or development, including

3 recreational services such as guiding;

4 (5) provide for necessary public services, such as trans-

5 portation and utility corridors, public safety, and law enforcement;

6 (6) allow reasonable and necessary access to public land

7 and private inholdings and to land beyond the recreation river corri-

8 dor;

9 (7) establish criteria and timelines to review future
^ A f, :-0G(l>),

10 proposed uses for compatibility with [t-he-— purposes— of— AS-A-l-f2-a-rSGG -

11

12 (8) establish guidelines and setback restrictions for an

13 activity occurring under AS 41.23.200(c). ĈaA. t ✓k.'-U*Cl-t Ifii * h/tf> utUlA flS 4 \.ri , yCO (b) , J
14 (b) The commissioner may adopt regulations necessary to imple-

15 ment the plan.

16 (c) A comprehensive management plan adopted or revised by the

17 commissioner under (a) of this section shall be submitted to the

18 legislature for review within the first 10 days of the first regular

19 session of the legislature to convene after its adoption or revision

20 by the commissioner.

21 (d) The Department of Fish and Game and the Boards of Fish and

22 Game shall consult with the commissioner before adopting or revising

23 regulations governing fish and game management in an area designated

24 as a recreation river.

25 Sec. 41.23.230. MANAGEMENT OF MUNICIPAL LAND. If a municipality
. 0)<

26 commits land for inclusion in a recreation river"1 designated under

27 AS 41.23.260(c), the commissioner shall obtain the concurrence of the

28 municipality to the management plan proposed under AS 41.23.220 as it

29 applies to municipal land, 'lutJ jpn; {\c/COB^iCaaJ'CvC1(
fa t>Lf
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1 Sec. 41.23.240. ACQUISITION OF ADDITIONAL LAND. (a) The com-

2 missioner may acquire in the name of the state land that is adjacent

3 to or located within the land described in AS 41.23.280(c) by pur-

4 chase, lease, gift, or exchange.

5 (b) The commissioner may not acquire land for inclusion in a

6 recreation river by eminent domain. [ 0 y
7 Sec. 41.23.250. APPLICATION OF PUBLIC LAND LAWST’f Except to the

8 extent that a provision is inconsistent with a provision of AS 41.-

9 23.200 - 41.23.280 the provisions of AS 38.04; AS 38.05; AS 38.35; and

10 AS 38.95 apply to land descnoed in AS 4 1.23.280(c).

11 Sec. 41.23.260. COOPERATIVE MANAGEMENT AGREEMENTS. (a) The

12 commissioner may enter into a cooperative management agreement for the

13 management of land and water described in AS 41.23.280(c) or of other

14 adjacent land and water with a federal agency, a municipality of the

15 state, another agency of the state, or a private landowner.

16 (b) The commissioner may transfer the management of a specific

17 site within a recreation river described in AS 41.23.280(c) to a state

18 agency to assist in the development of a facility or to carry out a
/ y x f .  ,* .<  . ' v  . U  f  \  t  < V v .  m r . ' M t

19 , . , program authorized by law,., CC-k :.,■* u • r-t i -<* .. l y  '' 1 'V 1 / J ,j'" ' _. .• ■ '1 i >-i-\ and nuf i j
20 (c) I The commissioner may not manage a recreation river des*cribed̂ ' i4<W'V)
21 in AS 41.23.280(c)(1) - (6) as a unit of the state park system.

22 Sec. 41.23.270. RECOMMENDATIONS BY COMMISSIONER. (a) Before

23 recommending the establishment of a recreation river to the legisla-

24 ture, the commissioner shall adopt a plan for the area encompassing

25 the proposed recreation river.

26 (b) In the adoption of a plan recommending the establishment of

27 a recreation iver, the commissioner shall

28 (1' after notice under AS 38.05.945, hold a public hearing

29 in each community that is located proximately to or within the

HB0093A - 5 -  HB 93



2

3

4

5

6

7

8 

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20 

21 

22

23

24

25

26

27

28 

29

1 boundaries of an area proposed for inclusion within a recreation 

river;

(2) prepare a summary of the testimony offered at each 

public hearing held under (1) of this subsection with regard to the 

establishment of the proposed recreation river for inclusion in the 

plan;

(3) consult with each fish and game advisory committee with 

responsibilities for an area within the boundaries of an area proposed 

for inclusion within a recreation river and include the recommenda­

tions of the local fish and game advisory committee in the plan; and

(4) provide a copy of the plan to each community in which a 

hearing was held under (1) of this subsection.

Sec. 41.23.275. DESIGNATION OF RECREATION RIVERS. State-owned 

land end water may be designated as a recreation river only by the 

legislature.

Sec. 41.23.280. DESIGNATED RIVERS. (a) Subject to valid exist­

ing rights, the state-owned land and water designated as a recreation 

river under (c) of this section constitute a special purpose area 

under art. VIII, sec. 7 of the Alaska Constitution.

(b')’ The state-owned land/and water described in this section
Xwithin one-half mile of a lakeshore and within one-half mile upland of 

the meander of the ordiriary high-water mark of a river is closed to
y /  S  I

mineral entry and Teasing under AS 38. 05 .̂.'50 - 38.05.175 and7 38.05.- 

185 - 38.05.275. The state-owned land̂ And water described in this 

section is closed to land disposals^nder AS 38.05 .035 (b/, 38.05.045 - 

38.05.069; AS 38.08 and AS 38.09.

The land and water presently owned by the state and all land 

and water acquired by the state in the future, including shore and 

submerged land, that lies within the following described parcels are

HB 93 - 6 - HB0093A



1

2

3

4

5

6

/

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

(1) Talachulitna State Recreation River

(A) Township 16 North, Range 10 West, Seward Meridian

Section 6: Wl/2

Section 7: NWl/4

(B) Township 16 North, Range 11 West, Seward Meridian

Section 1: El/2, SWl/4

Section 2: Sl/2, NWl/4

Section 3 

Section 11: Nl/2

Section 12: Nl/2

(C) Township 17 North, Range 10 West, Seward Meridian

Section 6: Wl/2. Wl/2SEl/4

Section 7 

Sections 18 - 19 

Sections 30 - 31

(D) Township 17 North, Range 11 West, Seward Meridian

Section 1: E1/2EL/2

Section 3: Wl/2

Sections 4 - 5  

Section 6: Sl/2

Sections 7 -3 

Section 9: Nl/2, SEl/4

Section 10 

Section 14: Wl/2

Section 15 

Section 17: NWl/4

Section 18: Nl/2, SWl/4

Section 19: NV1/4NW1/4

d e s i g n a t e d  r e c r e a t i o n  r i v e r s :
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1 Section 22

2 Section 23: Wl/2

3 Section 25: E1/2E1/2

4 Se'tion 26: Wl/2

5 Section 27

6 Section 34

7 Section 35: Wl/2

8 (E) Township 17 North, Range 12 West

9 Section 7: Sl/2

10 Section 12: Sl/2

11 Section 13

12 Section 14: •- 1/2

13 Section 15: Sl/2

14 Section 16: Sl/2

15 Sections 17 - 18

16 Section 20: El/2

17 Sections - 23

1C Section - Nl/2, N1/2S1/2

19 (F) Township 17 North, Range 13 West

20 Section 9: Sl/2

21 Section 10: Sl/2

22 Section 11: Sl/2

23 Section 12: Sl/2

24 Sections 13 - 16

25 Section 24: Nl/2

26 (G) Township 18 North, Range 10 West

27 Section 18: SW1/4SW1/4

28 Section 19: NWl/4, S1/2NE1/4,

29 Section 20: Sl/2, NEl/4

HB 93 -8- HB0093A



#

1 Section 21
*7 Section 22: W1/2W1/2

3 Section 26: W1/2SW1/A, SV’l/ANWi/A

4 Section 27: Sl/2, S1/2N1/2

5 Sections 28 - 29

6 Section 30: El/2, E1/2W1/2

7 Section 31: NEl/4, S1/2NW1./4, NE1/4NW1/4,

8 SW1/A, W1/2SE1/4

9 Section 33: NE1/4NE1/4

10 St_"ion 3A: N1/2NW1/4

11 (H) Township 18 North, Range 11 West, Seward Meridian

12 Section 6: Wl/2, W1/2E1/2, E1/2SE1/4

13 Section 7

1A Section 11: E1/2SE1/4

15 Section 12: SW1/4SW1./4

16 Section 13: NWl/4, E1/2SW1/4, SEl/4

17 Section 16: SWl/4

18 Sections 17 - 18

19 Section 19: NEl/4

20 Section 20: Nl/2, SEl/4

21 Section 21: Wl/2

22 Section 2A: E1/2NF.1/4

23 Section 28

2 A Section 29: El/2

25 Section 32: El/2

26 Section 33

27 (I) Township 18 North, Range 12 West, Seward Meridian

28 Sections 1 - 2

29 Section 12: Nl/2, SEl/4
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1 (J) Township 19 North, Range 12 West, Seward Meridian

2 Section 3: Nl/2, SWl/4

3 Section 4: E1/2E1/2, W1/2SE1/4, SE1/4SW1/4

4 Section 9: El/2, SWl/4, E1/2NW1/4, SW1/4NW1/4

5 Section 10: NWl/4

6 Section 15: W1/2SW1/4, SW1/4NW1/4

7 Section 16

8 Section 21

9 Section 22: W1/2W1/2, E1/2SW1/4, SW1/4SE1/4

10 Sections 27 - 28

11 Section 34

12 Section 35: Sl/2, NWl/4

13 (K) Township 20 North, Range 11 West, Seward Meridian

14 Section 18: Wl/2

15 Section 19: Wl/2

16 (L) Township 20 North, Range 12 West, Seward Meridian

17 Section 1

18 Section 2: Nl/2

19 Section 11: El/2

20 Sections 12 - 13

21 Section 14: El/2

22 Sections 23 - 24

23 Section 25: Nl/2

24 Seccion 26

25 Se ction 27: El/2

26 Section 34: Sl/2, NEl/4, SE1/4NW1/4

27 Section 35: NWl/4

28 (M) Township 21 North, Range 11 West, Seward Meridian
29 Section 31: SWl/4
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1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

(N) Township 21 North, Range 12 West, Seward Meridian 

Section 25: that portion south of the Skwentna

River

Section 26: that portion south of the Skwentna

River

that portion south of the Skwentna

that portion south of the Skwentna

Section 35 

River 

Section 36 

River

(2) Alexander Creek State Recreation River

(A) Township 16 North, Range 7 West, Seward Meridian

Sections 6 - 7  

Sections 18 - 19

(B) Township 17 North, Range 7 West, Seward Meridian

Section 18: Sl/2, W1/2NW1/4

Section 19 

Sections 30 - 31 

Section 32: Wl/2

(C) Township 17 North, Range 8 West, Seward Meridian

Section 1

El/2, N1/2NW1/4 

N1/2N1/2 

Nl/2, N1/2SE1/4 

NEl/4

Section 2 

Section 3 

Section 4 

Section 11 

Section 12 

Section 13 El/2, E1/2NW1/4 

Section 24: NEl/4, E1/2SE1/4

(D) Township 18 North, Range 8 West, Seward Meridian 

Section 4: Wl/2
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1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

#

Section 5

Section 6: NEl/4

Section 8: Nl/2, SEl/4

Section 9

Section 10: SWl/4

Section 14: W1/2SW1/4, SE1/4SW1/4

Section 15: Wl/2, SEl/4, S1/2NE1/4

Section 16: Nl/2, SEl/4

Section 22: Nl/2, N1/2S1/2, S1/2SE1/4

Section 23: Wl/2, W1/2SE1/4

Section 26: Wl/2, W1/2E1/2, E1/2SE1/4

Section 27: E1/2NE1/4

Section 33: SWl/4, S1/2SE1/4

Section 34: S1/2S1/2

Section 35

Section 36: Wl/2

(E) Township 19 North, Range 8 West, Seward Meridian

Section 19: Wl/2, W1/2E1/2

Section 29: W1/2W1/2

Section 30

Section 31: El/2, E1/2W1/2

Section 32

(F) Township 19 North, Range 9 West, Seward Meridian

Sections 3 - 4  

Sections 9-10 

Section 13: Sl/2

Section 14: Sl/2

S e c t i o n s  15 - 16

S e c t i o n  2 2 : N l / 2
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1 Section 23: Nl/2

2 Section 24

3 (3) Lake Creek State Recreation River

4 (A) Township 21 North, Range 9 West, Seward Meridian

5 Section 3

6 Section 4: Excluding Tracts A, B, C and D

7 Section 9: Nl/2 Excluding Tracts A and 3

8 Section 10

9 Section 15

10 (B) Township 22 North, Range 9 West, Seward Meridian

11 Section 4: NWl/4, Sl/2

12 Section 5: Nl/2, E1/2SE1/4

13 Section 9: Nl/2, SEl/4, E1/2SW1/4

14 Section 10: W1/2SW1/4, SW1/4NW1/4

15 Section 15: Wl/2

16 Section 16: El/2, E1./2W1/2

17 Section 21: El/2

18 Section 22: W1'2

19 Section 27: Wl/2

20 Section 28: El/2

21 Section 34

22 (C) Township 23 North, Range 9 West, Seward Meridian

23 Section 3: W1/2W1/2

24 Section 4

25 Section 5: El/2, E1/2SW1/4

26 Section 7: SEl/4, SE1/4NE1/4, E1/2SW1/4

27 Section 8: Sl/2, NEl/4, S1/2NW1/4, NE1/4NW1/4

28 Section 9: N1/2NW1/4, SW1/4NW1/4, NW1/4SW1/4

29 Section 17: Wl/2, W1/2E1/2
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1 Section 18: El/2

2 Section 19: Nl/2, SEl/4, E1/2SW1/4

3 Section 20: Wl/2, SEl/4, S1/2NE1/4, NW1/4NE1/4

4 Section 29

5 Section 30: NEl/4, E1/2NW1/4, NE1/4SW1/4, SEl/4

6 Section 32

7 Section 33: S1/2SW1/4, NW1/4SW1/4

8 (D) Township 24 North, Range 9 West, Seward Meridian

9 Section 28: S1/2SW1/4, SW1/4SE1/4

10 Section 29: NWl/4, Sl/2

11 Section 30

12 Section 31: Nl/2

13 Section 32: NWl/4, El/2

14 Section 33

15 Section 34: SW1/4SW1/4

18 (E) Township 24 North, Range 10 West, Seward Meridian

17 Section 3

18 Section 4: El/2

19 Section 10

20 Section 11: Wl/2, W1/2SE1/4, SW1/4NE1/4

21 Section 13: W1/2W1/2

22 Section 14

23 Section 15: NEl/4

24 Section 23: Nl/2, SEl/4

25 Section 24: Wl/2, S1/2SE1/4, NW1/4SE1/4

26 Section 25

27 Section 36: NEl/4, E1/2NW1/4

28 ( F )  Township 25 North, Range 10 West, Seward Meridian

29 Sections 6-7
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1 Section 8: Sl/2, NWl/4

2 Section 16: Wl/2

3 Section 17

4 Section 18: El/2

5 Section 20: SEl/4, Nl/2

6 Section 21

/ Section 22: Wl/2

8 Section 25: SWl/4

9 Section 26: Sl/2

10 Section 27

11 Section 28: El/2, NWl/4

12 Sections 34 - 35

13 Section 36: Wl/2

14 (G) Township 25 North, Range 11 West, Seward Meridian

15 Section 1: El/2

16 (H) Township 26 North, Range 10 West, Seward Meridian

17 Section 31

18 (I) Township 26 North, Range 11 West, Seward Meridian

19 Sections 3 - 4

20 Section 9: El/2

21 Section 10

22 Section 14: Wl/2

23 Section 15

24 Section 22: El/2, E1/2NW1/4

25 Section 23

26 Section 25: Sl/2, NWl/4

27 Section 26

28 Section 27: NEl/4

29 Section 35: NEl/4
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1 Section 36

2 ( J ) Township 27 North, Range 11

3 Section 6: SW1/4

4 Section 7

5 Section 8: SWl/4

6 Sections 17 - 18

7 Section 19: Nl/2, SEl/4

8 Section 20

9 Section 21: SWl/4

10 Sections 28 - 29

11 Section 30: NEl/4

12 Section 32: El/2

13 Section 33

14 Section 34: Wl/2

15 ( K ) Township 27 Nc>rth, Range 12

16 Sections 1 - 3

17 Section 10: Nl/2, SEl/4

18 Sections 11 - 14

19 Section 15: NEl/4

20 Section 23: NEl/4

21 Section 24: Nl/2

22 ( L ) Township 28 North, Range 12

23 Sections 1 - 5

24 Sections 8 - 12

25 Sections 13 - 17

2C Sections 21 - 24

27 Sections 25 - 28

28 Sections 33 - 36

29 (4) Kroto Creek and Moose Creek State

HB 9 3 - 1 6 -
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23

24

25

26

27

28 

29

(A) Township 19 North, Range 6 West, Seward Meridian

Section 2: SWl/4

Section 3 

Section 10: El/2

Section 11 

Section 14

Section 15: E1/2E1/2

Section 22: E1/2E1/2

Section 23

Section 25: that portion west of the eastern­

most bank of the Susitna River 

Section 26

Section 27: E1/2E1/2

Section 34: NE1/4NE1/4

Section 35

Section 36: that portion west of the eastern­

most bank of the Susitna River

(B) Township 20 North, Range 6 West, Seward Meridian

Section 4

Section 5: El/2

Section 8: NEl/4, E1/2SE1/4

Section 9

Section 15: Wl/2

Section 16

Section 21: El/2, N1/2NW1/4, SE1/4NW1/4

Section 22: NWl/4, Sl/2

Section 27 

Section 34

(C) Township 21 North, Range 6 West, Seward Meridian
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1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

2.7

28

29

(A) Township 19 North, Range 6 West, Seward Meridian

Section 2: SWl/4

Section 3 

Section 10: El/2

Section 11 

Section 14

Section 15: E1/2E1/2

Section 22: E1/2E1/2

Section 23

Section 25: that portion west of the eastern­

most bank of the Susitna River 

Section 26

Section 27: E1/2E1/2

Section 34: NE1/4NE1/4

Section 35

Section 36: that portion west of the eastern­

most bank of the Susitna River

(B) Township 20 North, Range 6 West, Seward Meridian

Section 4

Section 5: El/2

Section 8: NEl/4, E1/2SE1/4

Section 9

Section 15: Wl/2

Section 16

Section 21: El/2, N1/2NW1/4, SE1/4NW1/4

Section 22: NWl/4, Sl/2

Section 27 

Section 34

(C) Township 21 North, Range 6 West, Seward Meridian 
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w

Section 3

Section 9:

Section 10

Section 15:

Section 16

Section 20:

Section 21

Section 28

Section 29:

Section 32:

Section 33

Section 34:

2

3

4

5

6

7

8 

9

10 

11

12   .

13 (D) Township 22 North, Range 6 West, Seward Meridian

14 Sections 4 - 5

15 Section 6: El/2, E1/2W1/2

16 Sections 7 - 9

17 Sections 16 - 18

18 Sections 20 - 21

19 Section 27

20 Section 28: Nl/2, SEl/4, E1/2SW1/4

21 Section 29: E1/2NE1/4

22 Section 33: N1/2NE1/4, SE1/4NE1/4

23 Section 34

24 (E) Township 23 North, Range 6 West, Seward Meridian

25 Section 4

26 Section 7: Wl/2

27 Section 9

28 Section 16

29 Section 17: SW1/4SW1/4

HB 93 - 1 8 -  HB0093A
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%

Sections 18 - 19 

Section 20: W1/2NW1/4

Section 21 

Section 28 

Sections 30 - 31 

Section 32: Sl/2

Section 33

(F) Township 23 North, Range 7 West, Seward Meridian 

Section 1

10 Section 2: El/2

] 1 Sections 12 - 13

12 Section 24

13 Section 25: Nl/2, SEl/4

14 Section 36: N1/2NE1/4

15 (G) Township 24 North, Range 6 West, Seward Mer

16 Section 4: Wl/2

17 Section 5

18 Section 6: NEl/4, E1/2SE1/4

19 Section 8: Nl/2, SEl/4, E1/2SW1/4

20 Section 9

21 Section 15: SWl/4, SW1/4NW1/4

22 Section 16

23 Section 17: NEl/4, N1/2SE1/4

24 Section 21: El/2, SE1/4SW1/4

25 Section 22: NWl/4, N1/2SW1/4, SW1/4SW1/4

26 Section 28: E1/2W1/2, El/2

27 Section 33

28 (H) Township 24 North, Range 7 V/est, Seward Mer

29 Section 6: Sl/2, NWl/4
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1 Section 7

2 Section 8: S1/2SW1/4

3 Section 16: Wl/2, W1/2E1/2

4 Section 17

5 Section 18: N1/2N1/2, SE1/4NW1/4. Sl/2
6 N1/2SE1/4 SE1/4SE1/4

7 Section 19: NE1/4NE1/4

8 Section 20: Nl/2

9 Section 21: Wl/2. SEl/4, W1/2NE1/4

10 Section 27

11 Section 28: El/2

12 Section 33: NE1/4NE1/4

13 Section 34: El/2, E1/2W1/2, NW1/4NW1/4

14 Section 35: Wl/2, SEl/4, S1/2NE1/4

15 Section 36: SWl/4

16

17

18

19

20 

21 

22

23

24

25

26

27

28 

29

(I; Township 24 North, Range 8 West, Seward Meridian 

Section 1: El/2

Section 12: NEl/4, E1/2SE1/4

Section 13: NE1/4NE1/4

(J) Township 25 North, Range 6 West, Seward Meridian

Section 5

Section 8

Section 17

Sect ion 18: SEl/4

Section 19: El/2, E1/2W1/2

Section 20: W1/2W1/2

Section 29: W1/2W1/2

Section 30: El/2, E1/2W1/2

Sect ion 31: El/2
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•

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

13

16

17

18

19

20

2 L

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

Section 32: W1/2W1/2, SE1/4SW1/4

(K) Township 25 North, Range 7 West, Seward Meridian 

Section 5

Section 6: SEl/4, S1/2NE1/4

Section 7: El/2, SWl/4, E1/2NW1/4

Section 8: NWl/4, W1/2SW1/4

Sections 18 - 19 

Sections 30 - 31 

(L) Township 25 North. Range 8 West, Seward Meridian 

Section 13: El/2 SEl/4

Section 24: E1/2NE1/4

(M) Township 26 North. Range 6 West, Seward Meridian 

Section 5 

Section 8

Section 17: Nl/2, SEl/4, N1/2SW1/4, SE1/4SW1/4

Section 19: SEl/4

Section 20: El/2, SWl/4, S1/2NW1/4, NE1/4NW1/4

Section 29: El/2, NWl/4

Section 30: Sl/2, NEl/4, SE1/4NW1/4

Section 31: E1/2NE1/4, that portion of NW1/4-

NE1/4 within retained easement (50’ each side 

of MHWM)

Section 32: lands within 150’ of MHWM

(N) Township 26 North, Range 7 West, Seward Meridian 

Section 4: Wl/2

Section 5: El/2, S1/2SW1/4

Section 7: SEl/4

Section 8

Section 9: NWl/4, N1/2SW1/4
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1 Section 17
2 Section 18: El/2

3 Section 19

A Section 20: Wl/2

5 Section 29: Sl/2, NW1/A

6 Section 30

7 Section 31: NE1/A

8 Section 32

9 (0) Township 27 North, Range 6

10 Section A

11 Section 5: El/2

12 Section 8: El/2

13 Section 9

1A Section 16

15 Section 17: El/2
16 Section 20: El/2
17 Section 21

18 Section 28: Wl/2

19 Section 29: El/2

20 Section 32: El/2

21 Section 33: Wl/2

22 (P) Township 27 North, Range 7

23 Section 7

2A Section 8: Sl/2, NW1/A

25 Section 9: Wl/2

26 Section 16

27 Section 17. Nl/2, SEl/A

28 Section 20: El/2

29 Section 21

HB 93 -22-
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2

3

4

5

6

7

8 

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

1
Section 29: El/2

Section 32: El/2

Section 33: Wl/2

(Q) Township 27 North, Range 8 West, Seward Meridian 

Seccion 12: NEl/4

(R) Township 28 North, Range 6 West, Seward Meridian 

Section 32: S1/2SE1/4

Section 33: S1/2S1/2

(5) Talkeetna State Recreation River

(A) Township 26 North, Range 3 West, Seward M.iridian

Section 1 

Section 2

Sections 3 - 6 :  excluding ASLS 81-196, ASLS

80-94, ASLS 80-84

(B) Township 27 North, Range 2 West, Seward Meridian

Section 28: Nl/2. SWl/4

17 Section 2 : SWl/4

18 Section 3: Sl/2

19 Section 4: Sl/2

20 Section 5: SEl/4, E1/2SW1./4

21 Section 7: SEl/4

22 Sections 8 - 12

23 Section 13: Nl/2

24 Section 14: N1/2NE1/4

25 Section 17

26 Section 18: El/2, SWl/4

27 Section 19

28 Section 20: M/2, SWl/4

29 Section 30: Wl/2
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(C) Township 27 North, Range 3 West, Seward Meridian 

Section 24: El/2

Section 25

SEl/4

Sl/2

Sl/2 exclusive of ASLS 79-149 

S1/2S1/2 exclusive of ASLS 79-149 

S1/2S1/2 exclusive of ASLS 79-149

Section 26 

Section 31 

Section 32 

Section 33 

Section 34

and ASLS 76-138 

Sections 35 - 36

(D) Township 27 '.orth, Range 4 West, Seward Meridian 

Section 36: S1/2SE1/4 exclusive of ASLS 74-78

and ASLS 74-77

(6) Little Susitna State Recreation River: the water column

of the main stream of the Little Susitna River from mean high water

mark to mean high water mark, from the point at which the river cross­

es the section line dividing Sections 23 and 26 in Township 19 North, 

Range 1 East, Seward Meridian downstream to the point at which the 

river crosses the section line betwean Sections 15 and 22 in Township 

16 North, Range 5 West, Seward Meridian; the water column of Lake

Creek from mean high water mark to mean high water mark, from the

point at which the creek crosses the section line dividing Sections 10 

and 11, Township 18 North, Range 4 West, Seward Meridian downstream to 

the confluence with the Little Susitna River; and

(A) Township 16 North, Range 5 West, SewarJ Meridian 

Section 3

Section 4: NE1/4NE1/4 

Section 10: El/2, E1/2W1/2 

Section 15: El/2, E1/2W1/2
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1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8 

9

10

11

12

1 3

1 4

1 5

1 6

1 7

1 8

1 9

20 

21 

22

2 3

2 4

2 5

2 6

27

2 8  

2 9

(B) Township 17 North, Range 5 West, Seward Meridian

Section 12 

Section 13 

Section 14 

Section 15

Section 21: NW1/4NE1/4. N1/2NW1/4

Section 22

Section 23: N1/2N1/2, SW1/4NW1/4, W1/2SW1/4 

Section 26: W1/2W1/2 

Section 27 

Section 34

(C) Township 18 North, Range 1 East, Seward Meridian

Section 8: NWl/4, SW1/4NE1/4, S1/2NW1/4NE1/4

(D) Township 18 North, Range 1 West, Seward Meridian

Section 15: N1/2NW1/4

Section 16: NWl/4, N1/2NE1/4, SE1/4NE1/4

(E) Township 18 North, Range 2 West, Seward Meridian

Section 15: NWl/4, N1/2NE1/4, NW1/4SW1/4 

Section 16: Sl/2 

Section 17: Sl/2

Section 19: NWl/4. W1/2NE1/4, E1/2SW1/4.

(F) Township 18 North, Range 3 West, Seward Meridian

Section 19

Section 20: SWl/4, W1/2SE1/4, SE1/4NW1/4, 

W1/2NW1/4

Section 30: NEl/4, SW1/4NW1/4, NW1/4SW1/4

(G) Township 18 North, Range 4 West, Seward Meridian

Section 11: SWl/4, SW1/4SE1/4, SW1/4NW1/4 

Section 13: Sl/2, SW1/4NW1/4
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1 Section 14

2 Section 24

3 Section 25: Nl/2

4 Section 26

5 Section 27: Sl/2

6 Section 33: Sl/2, S1/2NE1/4

7 Section 34

8 Section 35: NWl/4, W1./2NE1/4

9 ARTICLE 3. GENERAL PROVISIONS.

10 Sec. 41.23.900. DEFINITION. In this chapter, "commissioner"

11 means the commissioner of natural resources.

12 * Sec. 2. Until a management plan has been adopted for a recreational

13 river under AS 41.23.220(a) as enacted in sec. 1 of this Act, interim
+1 .23. 1 0 0 .

14 management shall be consistent with Hthe-purposes ~of AS-41-;23.200---  41t23y -

15 -2-80-r— The— &ammiss-ioner~o-£—naturalr~resmircas shai-l-— ad-opt- management"- -plans

16 ftrjs^actv-ree-reation* riv6ir^established under AS 4-1;23t280(c ) as enacted in

17 sec...l~o£~ this Act by July 1,-'~ 1992, except that the commissioner of natural

18 .resources-shall adopt a management plan for the most extensively used

19 iivers-~by^J’uIy jl, T9 8 9 { j

20 * Sec. 3. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).
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Judge rules in favor of 35 horsepower limit on boat engine

1IU1IS8I1! RBIIBU
National team 
outskates UAA
Sports, P a g e  C-1

K e n a i  R i v e r  b o a t  r u l e  u p h e l d

By PAUL JENKINS
The Associated Press

A S u p e r io r  C o u r t ju d g e  on 
T h u rsd a y  u p h e ld  a  D e p a r t ­
m en t o f N a tu r a l  R esou rce s  
re g u la tio n  r e s t r ic t in g  to  35 
h o rs e p ow e r th e  s iz e  o f b o a t 
en g in es th a t  m a y  b e  u sed  on 
th e  K e n a i R iv e r ,  A l a s k a 's  
p rem ie r  s a lm o n  s tr e am .

Ju d g e  K a re n  L. H u n t ru le d  
a g a in s t th e  C itiz e n s  fo r  th e  
P r e s e r v a t io n  o f  th e  K e n a i  
R iv e r Inc., a g ro u p  th a t  w a n t ­

ed a  r e tu rn  to  th e  d ay s  w h en  
e n g in e s  o f  u n l im i t e d  s iz e  
cou ld  b e  u sed  on th e  w a te r ­
w ay .

" I 'm  d is a p p o in te d  a n d  con ­
fu s e d  a b o u t  t h e  d e c i s io n ,"  
sa id  T om  K o la s in sk i, o f A n ­
ch o rag e , co -ch a irm an  o f th e  
g ro u p . " P u b l ic  o p in io n  h as 
a lw a y s  b e en  oppo sed  to  th e  
re g u la t io n ."

H e s a id  h e  w a s  u n s u r e  
w h e th e r  h is  g ro u p , w h ic h  a l ­
re a d y  h a s  s p e n t a b o u t $30,000

ch a lle n g in g  th e  ru le , w ill a p ­
p e a l th e  ease.

“A t th is  p o in t , w e  h av e  a ll 
th e  d a ta  an d  fa r ts  file d  in la s t 
y e a r 's  leg a l p ro ceed in g s . I t ’s 
no t th a t m uch  m o re  fo r u s to  
go fo rw a rd  w ith  an  ap p e a l. 
We p la n  to  look  in to  i t , "  
K o la s in sk i sa id .

S ta te  o ff ic ia ls  sa id  th e  ru l ­
ing  w ill m a k e  it e a s ie r  to  
m anag e  th e  r iv e r  th is  y e a r .

"T h e  u n c e r ta in ty  is g o n e ,” 
s a id  N e il J o h a n s s o n , s t a t e

p a rk s  d ire c to r . "W e a re  h a p ­
py . W he th e r p eo p le  a g re e  o r 
d i s a g r e e ,  th e y  n o w  k n o w  
w h a t th e  ru le s  o f th e  ro ad  
w ill b e  on th e  K en a i R iv e r . I 
fee l i t ’s b een  a g re a t b u rd e n  
on peop le .

“We f r a n k ly  w e re  p re p a re d  
to  a p p e a l i t  to  th e  S u p rem e  
C ou rt. O u r co n fid ence  lev e l is 
v e r y  h ig h  in  t h e  h ig h e r

See Back Page, KENAI F1IVER Daily Ne
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KENAI RIVER: Superior Court upholds boat engine horsepower limit
r Continued from Page A-1
cou rts . If  th e y  a p p e a l w e w ill 
fig h t i t . "

T h e  r e g u la t io n  w a s  p r o ­
posed by  th e  K en a i R iv e r  
S p e c ia l  M a n a g e m e n t  A re a  
A dv iso ry  B o a rd . T he p a n e l 
sa id  i t  w as  con ce rn ed  w i th  
conges tio n  and  b a n k  e ro s io n

a long  th e  w a te rw a y , w h ich  
each  y e a r  d raw s  th o u s a n d s  o f 
f ish e rm en  from  a ro u n d  . th e  
w o rld , and  h a s  p ro d u c ed  a 
w o rld -re co rd  k in g  sa lm on .

T he  p a n e l f i r s t  co n s id e re d  
t r a f f ic  re g u la tio n s  to  g o ve rn  
u se  o f th e  r iv e r , b u t  f in a l ly  
s e t t le d  on th e  o p tio n  o f l im i t ­
ing  h o rsep ow e r.

Jo h a n s s e n  s a id  w h ile  h is

ag en cy  le an ed  to w a rd  a  50- 
h o rs e p ow c r l im it , th e  p an e l 
w an te d  to  re d u c e  th e  s ize  to  
35 h o rse p ow e r , a n d  th a t  l im it  
w as  a d o p te d .

K o la s i n s k i ’s o r g a n iz a t io n  
o f a b o u t 200 aeo p le  s a id  th e  
ru le  w a s  a r b i t r a r y  an d  u n n e c ­
e s sa ry . T he g ro u p  p re s e n te d  
ev id en ce  i t  sa id  sh ow ed  th a t  
la rg e r  b o a ts  w e re  s a fe r  an d

po sed  no  th r e a t  to  s a lm o n  
h a b i ta t .

B u t a s  o f M ay 1 la s t  y e a r , 
b o a t en g in e s  w e re  re s t r ic te d  
to  50 h o rs e p ow e r , w i th  th e  
35 -ho rsepow er l im it  ta k in g  e f ­
fec t on J a n . 1 th is  y e a r .

W hen  K o la s i n s k i 's  g ro u p  
s u e d ,  H u n t  t e m p o r a r i l y  
b an n ed  th e  s ta te  from  en fo rc ­
in g  th e  re g u la tio n . S h e  ru le d

f i s h in g  g u id e s  a n d  o th e r s  
w i th  la rg e  b o a ts  on th e  r iv e r  
w o u ld  s u f f e r  i r r e p a r a b l e  
h a rm  if  fo rced  to  u se  sm a l le r  
b o a ts  an d  en g in e s .

S t a t e  o f f i c i a l s  a p p e a le d . 
T h e  A la sk a  S u p rem e  C o u rt 
o v e r tu rn e d  H u n t ’s ru l in g , an d  
rem an d ed  th e  ca se  to  h e r.

K o la s in sk i s a id  h is  o rg a n i ­
z a t io n  b e lie v e s  th e  ca se  is

p iv o ta l .
"W e fee l th is  is ju s t  a  te s t. 

T h e re  is c u r r e n t le g is la tio n  
id e n t i fy in g  s ix  m a jo r  r iv e rs  
n o r th  o f A n cho rag e  a n d  w ill 
p u t  th em  u n d e r  m an ag em en t 
s im ila r  to  th e  K en a i R iv e r ,"  
h e  s a id . " E v e n tu a l ly  a ll th e  
w a te r s  w ill be re g u la te d  a t 
th e  con v en ien ce  o f th e  DNR 
and  p a rk s  d e p a r tm e n t .”

Continued from Page A-1
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IDITAROD: New race rule
limits planned
| Continued from Page A-1 |
m u sh e r w ith  a m in d  fogged  
by  la ck  o f s le ep .

By R uby  la s t y e a r , B u tc h e r  
h ad  Leen sev en  d a y s  on th e  
t r a i l  w i th  less th a n  21 h o u rs  
o f s le ep , less th a n  th r e e  h o u rs  
p e r  n ig h t fo r  sev en  d ay s . By 
K a lta g  a n d  U n a la k le e t  an d  
W hite  M oun ta in , s h e  h a d  gone 
ev en  lo n g e r w ith  ev en  less.

O ne of th e  k ey  h um an  te s ts  
of th e  Id i ta ro d  is how  w e ll a 
m u sh e r fu n c t io n s  in a d v an c ed  
s ta g e s  o f s le ep  d e p r iv a t io n .

T h e  Id i ta ro d  T ra i l  C om m it­
te e  w a s  c o n c e rn e d  e n o u g h  
a b o u t  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  la s t  
y e a r  to  a d d  a new  race  ru le  
th is  y e a r . T h e re  is n ow  a 
p ro v iso  say in g :

“No p la n n e d  h e lp  in c lu d in g  
v e rb a l a s s is ta n c e  is a l low ed  
th ro u g h o u t th e  race  in c lu d in g
i, . i . . , m  i,

help on trail

h av e  s a t is f ie d  a req u irem en t 
th a t m u sh e rs  m a k e  one, m an ­
d a to ry  24-hour s to p  a long  the 
t ra i l .

As it w as , B u tc h e r  h ad  to 
ta k e  th a t  s to p  la te r  in  the 
race. W hen sh e  d id , O sm ar 
cau g h t an d  p a ssed  h e r . He 
w en t on to  w in .

A nd B u tc h e r  s e em ed  to 
m ak e  p ro b lem s  fo r h e rs e lf  in 
1983 w hen  sh e  go t lo st on the 
Y ukon  R iv e r an d  cam e in to  
K a lta g  v is ib ly  u p se t th a t "m v  
dogs h e ad s  a re  a ll m essed 
u p ."  R ick M ackey  o f T rap p e i 
C reek  go t lo st a lo ng  w ith  
B u tch e r. H e w as an g e red  by
• ltr fn rn  o f  r*ironf»* Im»* Iim I il

SHULTZ: Tour of China seems excessive to diplomats
D ep a r tm e n t s e c u r i ty  o ff ic e rs  
h a s  b een  d ep lo y ed  a c ro ss  C h i­
n a , a  c o u n try  k n ow n  fo r secu ­
r i ty  p ro c ed u re s  o f a fo rc e fu l­
n e s s  p r o b a b ly  b e y o n d  th e  
im a g in a tio n  o f m o s t W ash ing ­
to n ia n s .

M onday , w h ile  S h u ltz  w as 
in s id e  B e ij in g ’s G re a t H a ll o f 
th e  P eop le , a  v i r tu a l  fo r tre s s , 
a w om an  from  th e  S ta te  D e­
p a r tm e n t  S e c u r i t y  B u r e a u  
g u a rd e d  th e  f ro n t e n tra n c e . 
So  d id  tw o  C h in e se  so ld ie rs  
h o ld in g  r if le s  w ith  f ix ed  b a y ­
on e ts . J u s t  in s id e  th e  doo r, 
th e  u su a l p la to o n  o f C h in e se  
p la in c lo th e sm tn  s to o d  in  re ­
se rv e .

C h in e se  s e c u r i ty  w as  s u f f i ­
c ie n tly  e ffe c tiv e  to  b a r  th e  
w ay  to  s e v e ra l m em b e rs  o f 
th e  S h u ltz  p a r ty  w ho  h ad  
n eg le c ted  to  w e a r  th e ir  s p e ­
c ia l ID , a  g re en  b u tto n  w i th  a 
go ld  d rag o n .

" S o m e b o d y 's  t a k in g  h is  
im n n r tn w n  t'>n "  n

w ith  tw o  o ff ic ia l b a n q u e ts , 
occup ied  a  d ay  an d  a  h a lf , 
T he re s t o f S h u l tz ’s s ix -d ay  
v is it, w h ich  b eg an  S u n d ay , 
h as  b een  d ev o te d  to  s ig h t ­
seeing.

A f te r  a w eek en d  o f re s t  in  
Hong K ong  — th e  s e c re ta ry  
le ft W ash ing ton  la s t  T h u rsd a y  
ju s t b e fo re  th e  T ow e r com m is ­
sion re le a sed  i ts  re p o r t  — he 
and  h is  w ife , H e len a , b egan  
th e  C h in a  m is s io n  S u n d a y  
w ith  a f ly in g  v is i t  to  th e  
s o u th e r n  r e s o r t  o f  G u i l in  
("w o rld  fam ous fo r  i ts  sp ec ­
ta c u la r  m o u n ta in  an d  r iv e r  
s c e n e r y ,” a c c o rd in g  to  th e  
b r ie f in g  book  p re p a re d  fo r 
re p o r te rs  a c com p an y in g  th e  
sec re ta ry ) .

T hen  cam e ta lk s  M onday  
and  e a r ly  T u e sd ay  w ith  C h i­
nese le a d e rs  in c lu d in g  p a ra - 
ni'H int le n d e r D eng X iao p in g .



T r o u b l e  o n  t h e  T a l?
By Bill Shcrwonll TJmn Ovi(V»« Writer

AIhim 70 mill's nnrihwest of Anchorage, In 
the foothills of the Alaska Range, there Is a 
small clearwaler stream with beautiful deep 
pools, narrow whitewater canyons, gorgeous 
scenery, no crowds and large numbers of tro­
phy-sired rainbow tmut.

This stream -  the Tnlarhulltna River — Is 
a fly fisherman's paradise.

"It's a classic fly-fishing river," says Bob 
Neale, a fly-fishing guide and instructor with 
18 years’ experience on Alaska waters. "It's a lot like the classic eastern and western 
streams (in the Lower 48). "It's the finest 
rainbow trout stream in the state that's 
within reasonably priced access of Anchor­
age. It's just unique."Neale and dozens of other local fly fisher­
men treasure the " Ial." It’s their prized 
jewel, to be adored and protected.

Now, suddenly and without warning, the 
Tal appears threatened. An Outside guiding 
outfit named TelteTours is planning a Inrge- 
rcale operation on the river this summer, 
complete with semi permanent tent camp 
andairboats.TekeTnurs has the local fly-fishing com­
munity in an uproar. A movement has begun 
lo keep it out and "save the river." To save 
the rainbow trout. • • •

A tributary of the Skwentna River, the Tal 
Is located In the heart of northern Cook In­let’s "king salmon country." Like Its Susitna 
drainage neighbors — the Deska nnd Tal- 
keelna rivers nnd Alexander, Lake, Willow 
and Montana creeks, to name a (ew — the 
Tnl olfers excellent fishing oppoitunllics for 
kings, os well as silvers, reds, chums and 
pinks.Yet the Tal Is different from the rest. It Is 
not famous for Its salmon runs, but for Its 
quality rainbow trout fishing. With an empha­
sis on quality.Since the mid-1970s, anglers fishing the 
Tal have been required to use unbaited, sin­
gle-hook artificial lures only. And any rain­
bows caught must be Immediately released.

The limits on tackle and techniques, In 
combination with the catch-andrelease 
ethic, have helped lo keep the crowds away. 
So has access. Despite its proximity to An­
chorage, the Tnl is difficult to reach.

Anglers hnve two choices: Fly in or bont
in. “The river's accessible in only a couple 
places," says Kevin Delaney, a state sport 
fish biologist whose management area in­
cludes the Talachulitnn River. "There's air 
access to Judd Lake, at the headwaters; 
from there, you can float (lie entire river In 
five lo seven days. Or, there's riverboat ac­

cess lo the mouth."
Even In high-powered Jctboats, it takes a 

minimum of three or four hours to reach the 
Tnl from the nearest Parks Highway access 
points. Jctboat travel time from Anchorage 
Is about six hours. Few anglers are willing to 
make such a journey.“ It's a long ways away by boat," Deiatiey 
says. "And once you get lo the Tal. you can’t 
get very far. Very rarely do Jet boats go more than a mile or so upstream. It's real 
shallow and rocky in places and not worth the 
risk of doing damage to the boat.”

There Is, hnwever, a third alternative. 
About a half-dozen wilderness lodges operate 
along the river, offering fly-in, lodging and 
guide set vices. For those who can afford (he 
prices — from $175 for a one-day, guided nut- 
Ing to $1,500 for a one-week package — the 
lodges provide the easiest access nnd most 
luxurious stream-side accommodations.Because any trip to the Tal requires a sig­
nificant investment of time and/or money, it 
hasn't evolved Into a stream for the masses. 
And therein lies much of the river’s appeal.

"One thing that's Important to under­
stand, is that we (Alaskans) hnve a helluva 
lot of water lo gn fishing in. And one of our 
most valuable assets is the diversity of our 
streams," Delaney says. "Some are fantastic See Talachulltna, page F-9
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c row d  fishe rie s. O the rs a r e  m anaged  so  th a t th ey  
a r e n ’t c row ded .

"O v e r the  y e a rs , b ecau se  of peop le ’s  a tti tu d e s , 
the  T a lach u litn a  R iv e r h a s  been  sing led  out a s  a  
q u a lity  fish ing a re a . T h e  scen ic  v a lues; th e  d iv e r­
s ity  of sa lm on , a s  well a s  th e  n a tiv e  popu la tions of 
ra inbow  tro u t, Dolly V ard en  and  g ray ling ; the  lack  
of a cc e ss ib ility ; the  ca tch -an d -re le a se  ph ilosophy; 
a ll of those co n tr ib u te  to  the  qua lity  of th e  fish e ry .”

• • •

T ekeT ou rs , an  “ad v en tu re  and  g roup  tr a v e l” 
b u sin ess  b a sed  in S ilv e rthom e , Colo., is a  b ig -tim e 
op e ra tio n . A ccord ing to ed ito r-and -p re sid en t Ron 
T ek e , " o u r  com p an y ’s  m a iling  list h as  g row n to 
o v e r 6,000 an d  w e a r e  now  ad v e rtis in g  in o v e r 14 
o u td oo r pub lica tio n s .”

In  1986, Ron T eke  exp and ed  his com pany ’s  ho ri­
zons by add ing  a n  “A laska R iv e r C am p” on th e  T a ­
la chu litn a  R iver. H ead  gu ide of th e  A laska p ro ­
g ram  w as a  well known Colorado an g le r , Del 
C anty .

T ek e  and  C an ty  d idn ’t m ove th e ir  bu siness in to 
the  T a l unannounced . B efo re se ttin g  up cam p , they  
co n ta c te d  th e  a p p ro p r ia te  s ta te  offices. F irs t s to p  
w as th e  D ep a r tm en t of F ish  an d  G am e.

“I to ld th em  ou r d e p a r tm en t policy w as not to 
a llow  com m e rc ia l sp o rt fishing cam ps in a r e a s  t r a ­
d itiona lly  u sed  by spo rt f ish e rm en ,” D elaney  re ­
ca lls . "T h ey  a sk ed  m e  w here  they  would c au se  th e  
le a s t am oun t o f troub le  a n d  I told th em , ‘A w ay 
from  th e  lodges.’

“I t ’s  im po rta n t to  po in t ou t th a t th e se  guys 
a r e n ’t je rk s ,” D elaney  adds. "T h ey ’r e  bo th  sp o r ts ­
m en , who se em  co n ce rn ed  abou t th e  fishe ry . T hey  
sa id  th ey  w an ted  to o ffe r a  h igh-quality  tr ip , w ith  
low im p ac t to  th e  re so u rc e .”

T ek e  an d  C an ty  n ex t w en t to the  D ep a r tm en t of 
N a tu ra l R e sou rce s . N o rm a lly  they  would h av e  
b een  req u ired  to app ly  fo r a  land-use p e rm it . How­
e v e r , 1986 w as no t a  n o rm a l y e a r  for DNR.

"L a s t y e a r  when (T eke  and  C an ty ) app lied , 
th e re  w as som e confusion abou t ou r p e rm it policy . 
I t f lu c tu a ted  b rie f ly ,” say s M ike Sullivan, M at-Su 
a r e a  m a n a g e r  fo r D N R ’s  D ivision of L ands. "T h e  
p e rso n  they  ta lk ed  to b e lieved  no p e rm it w as re ­
q u ired . T h e re  should h av e  b een  a  p e rm it ; it w as 
ju s t a  m isu nd e rs tan d in g .”

Teke arranged with Bush P ilo ts A ir S e rv ice  to  
h av e  h is c lie n ts  flown from  A ncho rage in to th e  T a l. 
As D elaney  sugg es ted , T ek e tou rs  b ased  its c am p  
ab ou t l - l 1̂  m ile s  above th e  lodges lo ca ted  n e a r  th e  
r iv e r 's  m ou th .

T ek eT ou rs  a t t r a c te d  little  a tte n tio n  du ring  la s t 
y e a r ’s  so jo u rn  on th e  T al.

“L as t y e a r , m ost peop le d idn ’t  even  know  w e 
w e re  th e re ,” T ek e  say s . “We w ere  on the r iv e r  fo r 
e ig h t w eeks a n d  we d id n 't in te rfe re  w ith anybody . 
We d idn ’t k ick  anyone o u t of th e ir  fish ing holes, w e 
d idn ’t b o th e r o th e r fishe rm en . In  fac t, the  on ly  p eo ­
p le w e saw  w e re  a  few  ra f te r s  and  the  r a r e  f ish e r­
m an  who w alked  u p s tre am  from  th e  m ou th . T h e re  
w e re  no p rob lem s a t  a ll ."

H en ry  E llio t, ow ner of Bush P ilo ts A ir S e rv ice  
and  v ic e -p re s id en t/g e n e ra l m an a g e r of S ilve rtip  
Lodge, a g re e s  th a t T ek eT o u rs ’ p re sen ce  on 'J ie  T a l 
w as " v e ry  u n ob tru s iv e .”

B ut some river u se rs  d id n 't a p p re c ia te  th e  n ew ­
com e rs .

"T h ro ughou t th e  s u m m e r w e had  peop le ca lling  
o u r o ffice say in g  th ey  d idn ’t like (T ek eT ou rs) 
c am p in g  in th e ir  fav o rite  fish ing ho les ,” D elaney  
say s . "W e d id n ’t g e t a  lo t of com p la in ts , bu t w e got

som e ; m a in ly  from  flo a t- tr ip  o p e ra to rs  a n d  lodge 
ow ners , bu t a lso  from  a  few  in d iv id u a ls .”

T a lav iew  Lodge ow n e r L ou ise Jo hn so n  w as one 
of th o se  who com p la ined .

“T h e re  w e re  som e p ro b lem s  w ith  k ing  s a lm o n ,"  
sh e  s a y s . "L ong  a f t e r  th e  k ing  sa lm on  se a so n  w as 
o v e r, som e of o u r gu id es s aw  (T ek eT ou rs  c lie n ts )  
p lay ing  big k ings rig h t n e a r  th e ir  sp aw n ing  
g round s . T hey  sa id  they  w e re  go ing  a f t e r  o th e r  sp e ­
c ies . But a f t e r  a  w hile it b e c am e  p re t ty  obv iou s to 
us th a t w e re  re a lly  fish ing fo r  th e  k ing s .”

R espond s T ek e , " F ro m  w h a t I ’ve b een  to ld , you 
c an  fish  fo r k ing s a f t e r  th e  sea so n  ends, you ju s t 
c a n ’t h a rv e s t th em  o r  k eep  th em . I don ’t th ink  any  
of o u r  a n g le rs  ab u sed  the  re g u la tio n s .”

A pparen tly  T ek e  w as m is in fo rm ed .
“A fte r  th e  c lo se  of th e  sea son , you  c a n ’t in ten ­

tiona lly  fish fo r k in g s ,"  D e lan ey  say s . "N o t on ly  is 
it c lo sed  to th e  tak ing , bu t a lso  to  th e  fish in g .”

• • •

The local furor over T ek eT ou rs  b eg an  in la te  
F e b .u a ry , a f t e r  N ea le  re c e iv ed  th e  com p an y ’s  1987 
n ew s le t te r / t r a v e l b ro ch u re . T h e  fe a tu re  s to ry : 
“A laska R iv e r C am ps w ith  D el C an ty .”

A cco rd ing  to th e  n ew s le tte r , T ek e  is ex p and ing  
h is o p e ra tio n  to 10 w eek s , w ith  " s p a c e  lim ited  to 20 
a n g le rs  ’’ In  add ition , h e  is tou tin g  “new  a irb o a ts  
a llow ing  ou r g u e s ts  r iv e r  a c c e s s  en jo y ed  by no one 
e ls e .”

T he cam p  will fe a tu re  a  te n t fo r e v e ry  tw o an ­
g le rs , a s  well a s  la rg e  cook ing  an d  d in ing  sh e lte rs , 
runn in g  w a te r  and  hot sh ow ers . And c lie n ts  c a n  
h av e  a ll of th is fo r a  co s t “a t  le a s t one-ha lf le s s  th a n  
the  com p e titio n .”

T h e  s p e c te r  of th is  new -and -im p roved  o p e ra tio n  
h as c re a te d  f e a r  an d  a n g e r  w ith in  A n ch o rag e ’s  fly ­
fish ing  com m un ity . C once rn s h av e  b een  g ro u ped  
in to  th re e  c a te g o r ie s : a irb o a t u se , in c re a s e d  an- 
g iing  p re s su re  an d  possib le  h e a lth  h a z a rd s  c re a te d  
by in su ffic ien t san ita tio n  fac ilitie s .

“T h e  rea l bone of co n te n tio n  is a irb o a ts . T h ey ’re  
b ecom ing  c o n tro v e rs ia l a ll th roughou t A laska . 
M ost peop le fee l th e re ’s  ju s t  no p la c e  fo r th em  on a  
r iv e r  like the  T a l ,” say s  E llio t, w hose Bush P ilo ts  
A ir S e rv ice  flew  T ek eT o u rs ’ c lie n ts  in to  th e  T a l 
la s t y e a r . " I ’m  gonna t ry  an d  ta lk  R on ou t o f using 
a irb o a ts . He h a sn ’t m a d e  a n y  fr ie n d s  w ith  th e  a i r ­
bo a t idea . If h e  s tic k s  w ith  th em , a  io t of p eop le  will 
p ro te s t .”

Dennis Edwards, president of A la ska  F ly fish e rs , 
s a y s  th a t a irb o a t u se  w ill " c h a n g e  th e  c h a r a c te r  of 
th e  r iv e r . I t w ould no lo n g e r n av e  th e  p ris tin e , 
w ild e rn ess  q u a lity . R unn ing  a irb o a ts  up  a n d  down 
th e  r iv e r  w ould defin ite ly  h av e  a n  im p ac t. I t 's  
som e th in g  w e d on ’t  w an t to  s e e .”

T ek e  a dm its  “a irb o a ts  a r e  a  c o n c e rn .” But he 
em ph as iz e s  th a t th e  tw o b o a ts  h e  p la n s  to  u se  a r e  
sm a ll, w ith  18hp an d  40hp sn ow m ach in e  eng ines .

“T h ey ’re  no t the  400hp d ea ls . T h ey ’re  no t 
n o isy ,” h e  say s . And w hen  c o n ta c te d  la s t w eek , 
T ek e  s tr e s s e d  th a t  th e  a irb o a ts  w ou ld b e  u sed  only 
to tra n sp o r t g ro c e r ie s , g e a r  a n d  c lie n ts  from  th e  
r iv e r ’s  m ou th  to  the  c am p site .

“W e’re  no t go ing to  u se  b o a ts  to  r o a r  u p  th e  50- 
m ile  leng th  o f th e  T a l,” h e  sa id . “ I t ’s  ju s t  to  m ak e  
o u r o p e ra tio n  a  little  e a s ie r .”

Y e t a c co rd in g  to th e  n ew s le tte r , T ek eT ou rs  
“w ill h av e  e ff ic ien t a i rb o a ts  in c am p  th is  y e a r  g iv ­
ing u s o ppo rtu n ity  to  ex p lo re  new  a r e a s  of the  
r iv e r .”

S ays N ea le , “To m e , th e r e ’s  s till som e  ques tion  
a b o u t how th e  a irb o a ts  w ill b e  u sed . T ek e  say s 
th ey ’r e  ju s t fo r tra n sp o r ta t io n , b u t h is  n ew s le tte r  
s a y s  som e th in g  e lse . P e rso n a lly , I don ’t  w an t to see  
a n y  a irb o a ts  on th e  r iv e r , b e c au se  o f th e  p re c e d e n t 
it cou ld  s e t .”



T ek e  a d m its  th a t “When th e  n ew s le tte r  w as 
w ritte n , I d id n ’t re a liz e  how n eg a tiv e  th e  re spon se  
w ould  b e  ( to  a irb o a t u se ) . If i t ’s a  m a jo r  p rob lem , 
I ’d  b e  g lad  to  p rom ise  th a t I w ou ldn 't u se  th e  a i r ­
b o a ts  fo r fu r th e r  a c c e s s  up  th e  r iv e r  — only fo r 
tra n sp o r ta t io n  to th e  c am p .”

T ek eT o u rs ' low -cost, h igh-vo lum e ap p ro ach  a lso  
h a s  local re s id en ts  w o rried . W ith h is 10-week, 20- 
c lie n t lim it, T ek e  cou ld  b ring  in a s  m any  a s  200 a n ­
g le rs  — a  th ree -fo ld  in c re a se  o v e r 1986.

"R o n  b rough t in a b o u t 60 peop le la s t y e a r ,"  say s  
E llio t. "H e ’s  d e fin ite ly  expand ing  — which is w ha t 
a n y  su cce ss fu l bu sin ess would do ."

But Lou ise and  S teve  Johnson , who h av e  m an ­
a g e d  T a lav iew  Lodge fo r th e  p a s t 10 y e a rs , d is­
a g re e . T a lav iew  h a s  room  fo r 25 gues ts , bu t the 
John son s h av e  p la ced  a  lim it of 14 c lie n ts  on th em ­
se lve s .

“We d on ’t fee l th a t th e  r iv e r  c an  s ta n d  m uch  
m o re ,” Lou ise John son  say s . "W e’re  vo lu n ta rily  
no t runn ing  a t  full c ap ac ity . And n e ith e r is S ilver- 
tip . So h e re  w e  h av e  tw o  e s tab lish ed  bu sin esse s try ­
ing to low e r th e  n um b e r of p eop le  on the r iv e r  and  
w e h av e  a n o th e r  guy  m ov ing  in fo r tw o m on th s , 
try in g  to  m a k e  a  big p ro fit by runn ing  peop le in and  
ou t lik e  a n  a ssem b ly  line.

“ If th e  re so u rc e  isn ’t  th e re  n ex t y e a r , he can  
m ove on to a n o th e r  r iv e r . But w ha t a r e  w e su p ­
po sed  to d o ?”

Russ R ed ick , ex ecu tiv e  d ir e c to r  of th e  A laska 
S po rtfish ing  A ssoc ia tion , say s , “I t 's  a  question  of 
w ha t th e  re so u rc e  c a n  s tand . O ur g roup  su ppo rts  
lodges and  gu id e  bu sin esses a s  a n  indu stry . But w e 
don ’t fee l its  good bu sin ess fo r com pan ie s  to  com e 
in, run  a  lot o f peop le th rough , m ake  som e m oney  
a n d  then  le a v e .”

T he A laska  P ro fe ssio n a l S po rtfish ^ .g  A ssocia­
tion is a lso  opposed  to  T ek e ’s  T a lach u litn a  o p e ra ­
tion . APSA P re s id e n t C h ris  Goll s a y s  th a t T eke- 
T o u rs ’ p re s e n c e  on th e  r iv e r  cou ld  h av e  s ta te -w id e  
im p lica tion s.

“In  m any  re sp e c ts , th is is a  te s t c a s e ,"  say s  
Goll, who s tr e s s e s  th a t no APSA m em b e rs  h av e  in­
v e s tm en ts  in th e  T al. “I don’t w an t to  see  th e  fish­
e r ie s ’ s to ck s  an d  q u a iity  of th e  r iv e r  th re a te n e d  
ju s t  to  a c c om m o d a te  a n o th e r  bu siness . T hose  ra in ­
bow  s to ck s a r e  v e ry  vu ln e rab le . T h a t’s  w hy th e  T al 
v /a s m a d e  a  no-kill ra inbow  fish e ry  in th e  f irs t 
p la ce .

“T h e re  a r e  a lre a d y  enough lodges to a c c om m o ­
d a te  th e  pub lic . T h e re ’s  no n eed  fo r a n o th e r  busi­
n e ss . W e’re  fe a rfu l th a t su ch  in c re a se d  u se  will b e  
d e tr im e n ta l to  th e  r iv e r  an d  th e  f ish e ry .”

T ek e  a rg u e s  th a t A laskan  ind iv ic ja ls  an d  g roups 
w an t to  k eep  h im  ou t fo r  se lfish  rea son s .

“W hat i t ’s  re a lly  a ll a b o u t is th a t th ey  don ’t  w an t 
a n y  m o re  c om p e titio n ,"  h e  say s . “We won’t be on 
th e  r iv e r  d u rin g  p r im e  ra inbow  tim e  (S ep tem b e r 
a n d  O c to be r) . And o u r  f ish e rm en  a r e  m a in ly  a f te r  
th e  sa lm on . So I don ’t  th ink  th e r e ’s  a  re a l d a n g e r  of 
u s h a rm in g  th e  ra in bow  popu lation .

“We con s id e r o u rse lv e s  cou rteou s , con sc ien ­
tiou s sp o r tsm en  and  g en tlem en . We w an t to  a c t  
th a t w ay . B u t w e a lso  be lieve w e h av e  th e  rig h t to 
u se  th e  r iv e r , w h e th e r o r  no t w e liv e in A laska . I t ’s 
a  f re e  w orld . And I find  it iron ic th a t o th e r  lodges 
a r e  c ritic iz in g  m y bu sin ess  w hen  th e y ’v e  ju s t ex ­
p an d ed .”

A fin a l f e a r  c e n te r s  a ro u nd  th e  th re a t of pollu­
tion  a n d  litte r in g .

“F rom  w h a t I’v e  h e a rd , th e  T ek e  bunch  h a sn ’t 
c om e  up w ith  any  p la n  fo r how  th e y ’re  going to 
h an d le  sew ag e  d isp o sa l,"  s a y s  Jo h n  M orrison , a  
m em b e r  of A la ska  F ly fish e rs . “T h e re  a r e  re a l d an ­
g e r s  to th e  s t r e a m 1 a n d  peop le w ho u se  it if no a d ­
e q u a te 1 sew ag e  fac ilit ie s  a r e  a v a ila b le .”

Louise Jo hn so n  a g re e s , “S an ita tio n  is a  m a jo r  
c o n ce rn , e sp ec ia lly  if th e y 'r e  b ring ing  in 15 to 20 
p eop le  a  w eek . We re s id en ts  h av e  to sp en d  b ig  
b u ck s to p ro te c t th e  r iv e r  from  pollu tion . B u t w h a t 
ab o u t T ek eT ou rs?  T hey  h ave  no sep tic  sy s tem . 
And w ha t do th ey  do w ith  th e ir  g a rb ag e ?  W here do 
they  g e t th e ir  w a te r  from ? And w h a t abou t b a th in g  
fac ilitie s?  I don ’t  w an t to  s e e  ivo ry  so ap  flo a ting  
dow n th e  r iv e r .”

L a s t sum m e r, the  A laska R iv e r C am ps o p e ra ­
tion em p loy ed  ch em ica l to ile ts  an d  ou thouses . T he 
e ff lu en t w as d ispo sed  in a  two-foot p it lo c a ted  
ab ou t 250 fe e t from  the r iv e r , T ek e  says. All p a p e r 
and  t ra s h  w as  bu rn ed . A lum inum  can s  an d  o th e r 
non -com bustib le  item s w ere  bu ried  " a t  le a s t two 
fe e t d e ep "  in a  p it. And d rink in g  w a te r  c am e  from  
a  sp rin g  th a t flow ed out of a  n e a rb y  hillside.

T ek e  sa y s  s im ila r p re c au tio n s  would b e  ta k en  in 
1 9 8 7 .

• • •
T ek eT ou rs w ill be req u ire d  to  app ly  fo r a  l a n d - . , ,  

u se  p e rm it th is  y e a r . ~r
B efo re  DNR offic ia ls d ec id e  to app rov e  o r  r e ­

je c t th e  app lic a tion  “w e’ll look a t  o th e r  s ta te ; , 
a g en cy  co n ce rn s  — p rim a rily  F ish  an d  G am e  in 
th is in s ta n c e ,” say s  M ike Sullivan. "W e’ll a lso  ta k e  
c om m en ts  from  the pub lic .”

O nce th e  p e rm it app lica tion  is re c e iv ed , th e  pub ­
lic w ill h av e  a t  le a s t tw o w eek s to  com m en t. But 
Sullivan n o te s  th a t th e  final dec is ion  will be b a sed  
on “w h a t’s b e s t fo r the  s ta te .”

In d ec id ing  w h a t’s b e s t fo r the  s ta te , D N R  will 
c o n s id e r su ch  fa c to rs  a s  env ironm en ta l im p a c ts  
and  fin an c ia l b en e fits  to  A lask a ’s econom y.

“ I t se em s k ind  of s tr a n g e  to m e  th a t all of a  su d ­
d en  I h av e  to  app ly  fo r a  p e rm it ,” T ek e  say s . 
“N one w as req u ired  la s t  y e a r . Now, a ll of a  sudden , 
th e re  is. I th ink  th e r e ’s som e po litics b e ing  
p la y e d .”

H ow ever, Sullivan and  D elaney  a g re e  th a t a  
land -use p e rm it shou ld  h av e  been  req u ired  in 1 9 8 6 .  
L as t y e a r , T ek e  b en e fite d  from  a tem p o ra ry  loop­
hole in the  p e rm ittin g  sy s tem .

“T he  sy s tem  b rok e  down last y e a r ,” D e lan ey  
say s . “Nov/ w e h av e  to go b ack  and  c o rre c t th a t , a t  
c o n s id e rab le  ex p en se  to  ( th e  s ta te )  an d  M r. T e k e .” 

L ocal a n g le rs  h av e  a lre a d y  begun  a  le tte r -w r it­
ing c am p a ig n  to e x p re s s  th e ir  opposition to a  land- 
u se  p e rm it . Both the  A laska F ly fish e rs  a n d  A laska 
P ro fe ssiona l S po rtfish ing  A ssocia tion  h av e  w r itte n  
to D N R  exp re ss in g  th e ir  con ce rn s abou t th e  T al.

“W e’re  no t a  bunch  of rad ic a ls  o r  h igh-p ro file 
c o n se rv a tiv e s ,” say s  F ly fish e rs  P re s id en t D enn is 
E dw a rd s . "A nd  w e ’re  no t ou t to h u r t an y body ’s 
bu siness . But w hen  a n  o p e ra tio n  th re a te n s  th e  q u a l­
ity  o f th e  s tr e am , i t ’s rim e to sp e ak  ou t a g a in s t pos­
s ib le  m isu se  o f th e  r iv e r .”

D elaney  s a y s  T ek e  h a s  s ev e ra l op tions av a ila b le  
if a  land-use p e rm it is no t issued . He cou ld  t r y  to  
le a se  p r iv a te  land  a long  the  r iv e r, ru n  floa t trip s , 
se t u p  cam p  ou ts id e  th e  T al o r  ta k e  th e  bu sin ess to 
a n o th e r  riv e r .

T ek e  say s h e ’s " sh o ck ed” th a t h is T a la cu litn a  
c am p  h a s  s t i r r e d  up so m uch  con tro v e rsy , b u t is 
con fiden t th a t " th e  s ta te  will e v a lu a te  th e  ap p lic a ­
tion on  fac ts , no t em otion . I t ’s  public w a te r . I h av e  
ju s t  a s  m uch  rig h t to u se  th e  r iv e r  a s  anybody .”

Bob N ea le  is hoping the  s ta te  will p ro v e  T ek e  
w rong .

“Y es, it ’s  a  f re e  coun try . And I h ave  no o b je c ­
tion to  T ek eT ou rs  o r  any  o th e r bu siness — a s  long 
a s  th e y  don’t th re a te n  to  d e s tro y  th e  re so u rc e  a n d  
the  a e s th e tic s ,” N ea le  say s . "H e ’s  a d v e r tis in g  a e s ­
th e tic s . But a t  th e  s am e  tim e , h e ’s  m oving la rg e  
n um b e rs  of p eop le  in a n d  out. T h e  T a l is n o t th e  
k ind  o f r iv e r w h e re  w e w an t to ta lk  q u an tity . I t ’s  a  
q u a lity  fishe ry . And w e h av e  to p ro te c t th a t .”



STATE OF ALASKA 1987 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
FISCAL NOTE

REQUEST:
Revision Date: 3/26/87
Title: Recreation Rivers

Sponsor: Cotten
Requestor: House Resources Committee

Bill Version: cs HB 93 (Resources) 

Publish Date: ___________________

■ . . Natural Resources
Agency Affected: ____________________________________  ,

. Land and 'Water Management

Components:

F.NPF.NDITURFS/RF.VENUF.S: (Thousands of Delian)

OPERATING FY 87 FY 33 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92

PERSONAL SERVICES 1 96.5 96.5 96.5
TRAVEL i 5.0 5.0 5.0
CONTRACTUAL 1 30.0 30.0 30.0
SUPPUES i 2.0 2.0 2.0
EQUIPMENT 1
LAND & STRUCTURES 1
GRANTS, CLAIMS 1
MISCELLANEOUS 1

TOTAL OPERATING 133.5 133.5 133.5

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL

133.5 133.5 133.5

133.5 133.5 133.5

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

2 2

1 1

ANALYSIS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)
All six plans will be developed at the same time and completed over a three 
year period. New staff will gather planning information and begin the plans 
with assistance from other planning staff as time is available. (See 
attached explanation).

Prepared by: Carol Wilson__________________________________ Phone : 465-2400_______
Qivjsjon . Commissioner’/g Office_________________________  Date : 3-24-87________

Approved by Commissioner: C m  fin sxh ~v 4  ^  D a te  ; .
Agency: Natural Resources I /

Distribution (by preparer):
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget ^
Impacted Agency(ies) Pa§e ----  —
Senate Secretary



CONTINUATION of FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS 
For Bill/Resolution No. cs HB 93____

This bill would require the Department of Natural Resources to complete management 
plans for six rivers by 1992, and hold at least two hearings in municipalities ar.d 
communities near the recreation river corridors.

The planning team would require a Range IS Natural Resource Manager I, a Range 12 
Natural Resource Technician II, and a half-time Range 8 Clerk Typist III.

Explanation of funding:

100 - Two and one-half positions.

Natural Resource Manager I 
Natural Resource Technician II 
Clerk Typist III

48.2'
34.1 
14 2

12 months 
12 months 
6 montns

200 - Per diem and travel for meetings.

300 - Travel and printing expenses for the plans

400 - Supplies and commodities for staff.

2 2page of



I I E P A K T M E X T  O F  N A T U R A L  R E S O U R C E S  / m o  W i l l o u g h b y  a v e
J JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER /  PH0NE' (307) 465-2400

February 11, 1987

Subject: 

Position:

Background:

Recommendation:

The Honorable Adelheid Herrmann, Co-Chair
The Honorable Sam Cotten, Co-Chair
House Resources Committee
Alaska State Legislature
P.O. Box V
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Representatives Herrmann and Cotten:

House Bill 93, which would establish a system of 
recreation rivers.

The Department of Natural Resources supports the 
designation of the six rivers described in this bill as 
state recreation rivers: the Talachulitna River;
Alexander Creek; Lake Creek; Kroto Creek and Moose 
Creek; the Talkeetna River; and the Little Susitna 
River.

The Susitna Area Plan and the Willow Sub-basin Plan 
identified these rivers as important recreational 
areas. They are currently managed primarily for 
recreation and habitat values, but are also available 
for other resource uses, including forestry and gravel 
extraction for public purposes.

We recommend that section 41.23.210(b) be changed to 
allow the department five years, rather than three, for 
completing instreara flow reservations. We also note 
that some technical changes may be needed in the legal 
description under section 41.23.280(c).

Please let me know if we may provide additional 
information.

Sincerely,

C-Judith M. Brady 
' Commissioner

Enclosure: Maps

cc: Committee Members
Governor's Legislative Liaison

10-J9LH
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# t c  H B  43 
K B  IS 
SS 6Z.

Alaska Sportfishing Association
3 6 0  5  A r c t i c  B l v d . ,  S u i t e  8 0 0  •  A n c h o r a g e ,  A la s k a  9 9 5 0 3

F e b r u a r y  9 , 1987

G o v e r n o r  S t e v e  C o w p e r  
P o u c h  A
J u n e a u ,  AK 99811 

D e a r  G o v e r n o r  C o w p e r :

RE : L E G IS L A T IV E  P R IO R IT IE S

T h e  A l a s k a  S p o r t f i s h i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n  i s  a  s t a t e w i d e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  h e a d ­
q u a r t e r e d  i n  A n c h o r a g e .  We c u r r e n t l y  h a v e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 ,0 0 0  i n d i ­
v i d u a l  m e m b e r s  a n d  135 b u s i n e s s  m e m b e r s .  T h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  s t a n d s  
r e a d y  t o  w o r k  c o o p e r a t i v e l y  w i t h  y o u  f o r  g o o d  r e s o u r c e  l e g i s l a t i o n .

S i n c e  w e  p u b l i s h  a  m o n t h l y  n e w s l e t t e r ,  w e  r e g u l a r l y  p a s s  a l o n g  
i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  o u r  m e m b e r s  a b o u t  r e s o u r c e  a n d  s p o r t f i s h i n g  i s s u e s .  We 
f e e l  w e c a n  a s s i s t  y o u r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  d i s s e m i n a t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  
s p o r t f i s h i n g  i n t e r e s t s .  We h a v e  w o r k e d  w i t h  ADF&G i n  t h e  p a s t  t o  t h i s  
e n d .

We a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  s p o r t f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y  a s  e v i d e n c e d  
b y  y o u r  a n s w e r s  t o  o u r  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  l a s t  J u l y .  We u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  
d i f f i c u l t  j o b  t h a t  y o u  a n d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f a c e  t h i s  s e s s i o n  d e t e r m i n i n g  
t h e  c o u r s e  t h i s  g r e a t  s t a t e  m u s t  t a k e  f o r  c o n t i n u e d  p r o g r e s s  u n d e r  a  
g r e a t l y  r e s t r i c t e d  b u d g e t .  T h i s  r e s t r i c t i o n  m a y  h a v e  a  m a j o r  im p a c t  o r. 
o u r  s h o r t  a n d  l o n g - t e r m  f u t u r e .  T h u s  o u r  l e g i s l a t i v e  p r i o r i t i e s  f o r  1987 
a d d r e s s  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  e c o n o m i c  f u t u r e  o f  t h i s  
s t a t e ,  b u t  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i t h o u t  c o s t  t o  t h e  G e n e r a l  F u n d  o f  t h e  s t a t e .

A l l  t h r e e  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  S p o r t f i s h i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n s '  l e g i s l a t i v e  p r i o r i t i e s  
a d d r e s s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  s t e p  f o r w a r d  i n  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  e x p a n s i o n  o f  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  f i s h i n g  f o r  A l a s k a n s ,  a n d  o f  A l a s k a ' s  f l e d g l i n g  t o u r i s m  
i n d u s t r y  o f  w h i c h  r e c r e a t i o n  f i s h i n g  i s  t h e  m a j o r  d r a w i n g  c a r d .  A s y o u  
h a v e  i d e n t i f i e d ,  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h i s  o n e  i n d u s t r y  w i l l  
l e a d  to  i n c r e a s e d  t r a d e  w i t h  P a c i f i c  R im  a n d  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s .  T h e r e  a r e  
m a n y  a c t i o n s  t h a t  n e e d  t o  b e  t a k e n  to  im p r o v e  o u r  a b i l i t y  t o  a t t r a c t  
a n d  p r o v i d e  s u i t a b l e  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  A l a s k a n s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  U .S .  a n d  
f o r e i g n  t o u r i s t s .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e  im D o r t a n t  s t e p s  f o r w a r d  a n d  a r e  o u r  
t o p  p r i o r i t i e s :



c
G o v e r n o r  S t e v e  C o w p e r
P a g e  2
F e b r u a r y  9 .  1987

1 . P a s s a g e  o f  HB 93  t o  c r e a t e  a n  e f l e c t i v e  R e c r e a t i o n a l  R i v e r s  s y s t e m  
t h a t  w i l l  p r o t e c t  b o t h  t h e  f i s h e r y  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  r e s o u r c e  o f  s i x  
r i v e r s  i n  t h e  S u s i t n a  d r a i n a g e .  M e m b e r s  o f  o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w i l l  b e  
i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  l e g i s l a t o r s  t o  w o r k  o u t  d e t a i l s  a n d  w o r k  f o r  
p a s s a g e .  T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  o f  t o p  p r i o r i t y  t o  j u s t  a b o u t  e v e r y  
o u t d o o r  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  s t a t e .

2 .  P a s s a g e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  c r e a t e s  a n  e f f e c t i v e  p u b l i c  a c c e s s
a c q u i s i t i o n  a n d / o r  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o g r a m .  P a s s a g e  o f  SB 62  ( a n d  SB
26 ) w i l l  g o  a  l o n g  w a y  t o w a r d  m a k i n g  p o s s i b l e  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  
c r i t i c a l l y  n e e d e d  p u b l i c  a c c e s s  s i t e s  a n d / o r  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h o s e  
s i t e s .  T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  n o t  r e s u i t  i n  a n y  G e n e r a l  F u n d  e x p e n d i ­
t u r e s .  T h e s e  b i l l s  r a i s e  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  F e d e r a l  A id  B r e a u x - W o l l o p  
f u n d s  w h i c h  m u s t  b e  c o m m i t t e d  t o  a c c e s s  f r o m  10 p e r c e n t  t o  20 
p e r c e n t .  T h e  B r e a u x - W o l l o p  f u n d s  a r e  g e n e r a t e d  a t  t h e  f e d e r a l  l e v e l  
b y  a  t a x  o n  c e r t a i n  f i s h i n g  i t e m s ,  a n d  t h e  f u n d s  m u s t  b e  u s e d  f o r  
s p o r t  f i s h  p r o j e c t s .  S i n c e  t h o s e  f u n d s  a r e  g e n e r a t e d  b y  s p o r t f i s h e r -  
m e n ,  t h e  s p o r t  f i s h i n g  c o m m u n i t y  s h o u l d  h a v e  a  s t r o n g  h a n d  in  
d e c i d i n g  h o w  t h e y  s h o u l d  b e  s p e n t .  S p o r t  f i s h e r m e n  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t  
SB 62  a n d  SB 2 6 .

3 .  P a s s a g e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  W illo w  C r e e k  S t a t e  R e c r e a t i o n a l  
A r e a .  HB 18 i s  e n a b l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  j o i n t l y  i n v o l v e s  M a t - S u  
B o r o u g h  a n d  s t a t e  l a n d s .  I t  i s  n o t  a  d u p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  R e c r e a t i o n  
R i v e r s  B i l l  m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e  a n d  w i l l  g o  a  l o n g  w a y  t o w a r d  l o n g - t e r m  
p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  W il lo w  C r e e k  a r e a  a n d  a c c e s s  t o  a  s e r i e s  o f  
S u s i t n a  D r a i n a g e  s a lm o n  a n d  t r o u t  f i s h e r i e s .

We w i s h  y o u ,  y o u r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  1987 l e g i s l a t u r e  t h e  b e s t  i n
y o u r  e n d e a v o r s .

Sincerely,

Alaska Sportfishing Association 
Legislative Committee

R o b e r t  L . H u n t e r ,  C h a i r m a n

Russ Redick

c c :  E a c h  L e g i s l a t o r
C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  ADF&G 
C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  DNR 
A l a s k a  O u t d o o r  C o u n c i l

Kenai River Sportfishing Association 
Mat-Su Valley Sportsmens Association 
Alaska Professional Guide Association 
Resource Development Council



# S T E V E  C O W P E R ,  G O V E R N O R

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  N A T U R A E  R E S O U R C E S 400 WILLOUGHBY AYE. 
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99801 
PHONE: 1907) 465-2460O F F I C E  O F  TH E  C O M M I S S I O N E R

S ubject; 

Position:

Background:

Recommendation:

February 11, 1987

The Honorable Adelheid Herrmann, Co-Chair
The Honorable Sam Cotten, Co-Chair
House Resources Committee
Alaska State Legislature
P.O. Box V
Juneau, AK 99S11

Dear Representatives Herrmann and Cotten:

House Bill 93, which would establish a system cf 
recreation rivers.

The Department of Narural Resources supports the 
designation of the six rivers described ir. this bill as 
state recreation rivers: the Talachuiitna River;
Alexander Creek; Lake Creek; Eroto Creek and Moose 
Creek; the Talkeetna River; and the Little Susitna 
R:.ver.

The Susitna Area Plan and the Willow Sub-basin Plan 
identified these rivers as important recreational 
areas. They are currently managed primarily for 
recreation and habitat values, but are also available 
for other resource uses, including forestry and gravel 
extraction for public purposes.

We recommend that section 41.23.210(b) be changed to 
allow the department five years, rather than three, for 
completing instream flow reservations. We also note 
that some technical changes may be needed in the legal 
description under section 41.23.280(c).

Please let me know if we may provide additional 
information.

Sincerely,

ith M. Brady 
v,vjmrnissioner

Enclosure: Maps

cc: Committee Members
Governor's Legislative Liaison
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WFA Questions Cowper, Sturgulewski
ne tiling we’ re all going to get fo r 
Christmas this year is a new Governor. 
Tremendous issues face our state, and the 
challenges are made even more difficult 

because o f  the revenue situation we face. The 
choice o f  governor is an important one. To help 
our members in this effort, the board o f  W FA  
posed several key questions concerning 
conservation issues and management to both 
candidates. Steve Cowper and Arliss 
Srargulewski. Here are the questions and the 
responses o f  the candidates.

Q u e s t io n :  "During die 1986 legislative session, 
j  bill establishing several recreational rivers on 

state land passed the H o us e but failed to pass the 

Senate. A  n u m b e r  of conservation a n d  

sportfishing organizations, including the Wildlife 

Federation of Alaska, supported this bill. The 

rivers n a m e d  in the bill represented s o m e  of the 

most inyjcrtant recreational fishing, floating, 

camping a n d  hunting opportunities in southcentral 

Alaska. After numerous hearings a n d  

compromises on the bill, certain groups 

(principally the Resource Development Council) 

while supporting protective classification for the 

rivers opposed legislative designation. W F A  

continues to feel strongly that legislative 

designation is the appropriate final step in the 

process of assuring that the recreational values a n d  

public use of these important rivers not be lost over 

time. D o  yo u support the establishment of state 

recreational rivers? W o u l d  you propose 

recreational river legislation a n d  wo rk for its 

passage? W h a t  other thoughts, if any, do yo u have 

on this issue?”

/—« A o  o f  t k a  O ^ n O t ^

^  Resources Committee I actively supported the 
rec rivers bill and as governor would introduce or

support the introduction and passage o f  a rec rivers 
bill. I have a very strong record o f  support for 
legislation o f  interest to the outdoor community.”

Cowper: “I support legislative designation o f  
state recreational rivers and would consider 
introducing a b ill, i f  legislators don ’ t do so 
themselves. A laska ’s recreational rivers are 

important to residents and visitors, alike. The 
situation on the Kenai R iver should be a lesson to 
us about the need fo r sound management o f 
recreational resources.

Northward expansion o f recreational rivers will 
help take the pressure o f f  die Kenai River, help 
guard against over*use and degradation, and 
provide valuable recreational resources fo r both 
residents and visitors."
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0
n e  th in g  w e ’re  a ll g o in g  to  g e t fo r 
C h r is tm a s  th is  y e a r  is a n ew  G o v e rn o r . 
T r e m e n d o u s  is s u e s  fa c e  o u r  s ta te , a n d  the  
c h a l le n g e s  a re  m a d e  e v e n  m o re  d if f ic u l t  

b e c a u s e  o f  th e  r e v e n u e  s itu a t io n  w e  fac e . T h e  
c h o ic e  o f  g o v e rn o r  i s  a n  im p o r ta n t o n e . T o  h e lp  
o u r  m e m b e r s  in  th is  e f fo r t , th e  b o a rd  o f  W FA  
p o s e d  s e v e ra l k e y  q u e s t io n s  c o n c e rn in g  
c o n s e rv a t io n  i s s u e s  a n d  m a n a g em e n t to  bo th  
c a n d id a te s , S te v e  C o w p e r  and  A rlis s  
S tu rg u lew sk i . H e re  a re  th e  q u e s tio n s  an d  the  
r e s p o n s e s  o f  th e  c a n d id a te s .

Q u e s t i o n :  “T h e  decline in slate revenues has 
pr om pte d discussion about restrucraring 

various parts of slate government. O n e  of these 

areas offucus has been the natural resource 

m a n a g e m e n t  agencies. Th e Senate is currently 

investigating options for combining the 

Departments of Nat'Aral Resources, Fish and 

G a m e ,  a n d  Envi< onmental Conservation. W F A  is 

extremely concerned that the focus a n d  balance 

provided by our present structure m a y  be 

co mp rom ise d a n d  diluted under the guise of 

efficiency. W h a t  are your feelings about 

reorganizing the natural resource m a n a g e m e n t  

agencies? W o u l d  y o u  support or resist a m o v e  to 

create c i co mb ine d conservation department 

including D N R ,  D E C ,  a n d  A D F & G ?  D o  you think 

certain elements of these departments coidd or 

should be combined? If so, what sort of 

reorganization wo ul d y o u  support andlor oppose? 

W h y ? "

S t u r g u l e w s k i :  “S e v e ra l m e m b e is  o f  th e  S e n a te  
F in a n c e  C o m m itte e , n o t the s ta te  S e n a te  a s a  

w h o le , h a v e  c o n tr a c te d  fo r  a  re v iew  o f  ‘h e  r e s o u rc e  
a g e n c ie s . I am  o p p o s e d  to  th e  c o m b in a tio n  o f  
D N R , F ish  &  G a m e , a n d  D E C . I am  c o m m it te d  to  
m a in ta in in g  a  f ro n t l in e  e n v iro n m e n ta l a g e n c y  to  
e n su re  e n v iro n m e n ta l  c o n c e rn s  re c e iv e  p ro p e r  
a t te n t io n .

B o th  b u d g e t  re a l i t ie s  a n d  th e  d ic ta te s  o f  g o o d  
m a n a g e m e n t r e q u i r e  th a t w e  e x am in e  ev e ry  
d e p a r tm e n t to  a c h ie v e  th e  b e s t p o s s ib le  o p e ra t in g  
e f f ic ie n c y  a n d  a v o id  d u p l ic a t io n , b u t I h av e  no  
p re c o n c e iv e d  p la n s  fo r  r e o rg a n iz in g  th e se  
d e p a r tm e n ts . S p e c if ic a l ly  I b e l ie v e  tha t F ish  &

G am e  is th e  p ro p e r  d e p a r tm e n t fo r  th e  h ab ita t 
d iv is io n .”

C o w p e r :  “I am  o p p o s e d  to  re s tru c tu r in g  o r  
c o n s o l id a t in g  th e  D e p a r tm e n ts  o f  N a tu ra l 

R e so u rc e s , F is h  an d  G am e , a n d  E n v iro nm en ta l 
C o n s e rv a t io n  fo r s e v e ra l re a so n s . E ach  d e p a r tm e n t 
h a s  sp e c if ic  fu n c t io n s  w h ic h  f re q u e n tly  ru n  c o u n te r  
to  o n e  an o th e r . T h a t ’s a p p ro p r ia te , b e c au se  so u n d  
p o lic ie s  a re  fo u n d e d  o n  rhe b a la n c e  b e tw een  
re s o u rc e  d e v e lo p m e n t a n d  p ro te c tio n  o f  w ild l ife  
and  th e  e n v iro n m e n t.

T o  c o m b in e  th o s e  fu n c t io n s  w o u ld  u n d e rm in e  
th e  in te g r i ty  o f  e a c h  d e p a r tm e n t 's  le g it im a te  ro le , 
c re a te  a b u re a u c ra tic  n ig h tm a re , and  p o te n tia lly  
fo s te r  a  p o w e rfu l f ie fd om  w ith  d ire c tio n  
d e te rm in e d  b y  th e  b ia s  o f  th e  c o m m is s io n e r . E v en  
th e  b e s t o f  d e p a r tm e n t c h ie f s  w o u ld  find it d if f ic u lt 
to  d e v e lo p  a n d  re c o m m e n d  p o lic y  w hen  th e  v a r io u s  
re s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  w ith in  th e  d e p a r tm e n t a re  n a tu ra lly  
ad v e rsa r ia l .

I t ’s p re tty  c le a r  th a t s o m e  m em b e rs  o f  th e  s ta te  
S e n a te  w o u ld  p re fe r  to  c r ip p le , il n o t a b o lish  
a l to g e th e r , th e  D e p a r tm e n to f  E n v iro nm en ta l 
C o n s e rv a t io n . W h ile  I h a v e  no t a g re e d  w ith  all 
D E C ’s p o lic ie s  in the  S h e f f ie ld  a d m in is tra t io n , I 
th in k  w e have m ad e  trem e n d o u s  p ro g re s s  in 
p ro te c tin g  th e  e n v iro n m e n t an d  c ra c k in g  d ow n  o n  
p o llu tio n  a n d  h a z a rd o u s  w a s te . It w ou ld  b e  fo o lish  
a n d  sh o r t- s ig h te d  to  im p e d e  tha t p ro g re s s .”

Q u e s t io n , 'Given your feelings on the 

reorganization of state natural resource 

agencies, wh at type of decision-making process 

would you establish between your commissioners, 

your staff a n d  yourself as Governor to resolve 

controversial issues? Please address the kinds of 

authority yo u would delegate to commissioners a n d  

h o w  the public would be info>,ned an d involved in 

decisions. W h a t  qualities a n d  skills will yo u look 

tor in appointing heads of D N R ,  D E C  a n d  

' A D F & G ?

If you are elected governor, you will have the 

option of appointing entirely n e w  boards of 

fisheries a n d  g a m e  or retaining current members. 

D o  y o u  have an y intentions of making major

£



c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  b o a r d s ?  W h a t  t y p e  o f  b o a r d  
c o m p o s i t i o n  w o u l d  y o u  l i k e  t o  s e e  r e p r e .  n t i n g  t h e  
v a r i o u s  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t s  i n  A l a s k a ? ”

S t u r g u l e w s k i :  “In  a p p o in t in g  th e  h e a d s  o f  
D N R , D E C  an d  A D F & G , a s  in  e v e ry  

a p p o in tm e n t in  m y  a d m in is t r a t io n , I w ill a p p o in t 
b a s e d  o n  sk ill, k n o w le d g e , in te g r i ty , an d  
d e d ic a t io n  to  th e  is su e s . I w ill n o t m a k e  
a p p o in tm e n ts  b a s e d  o n  p a r t is a n  p o li t ic s  o r  to  re p a y  
p o li t ic a l  fa v o rs .

S p e c if ic a l ly  I  w ill b e  s e e k in g  p e o p le  w h o  a re  
g o o d  m a n a g e r s , w h o s e  in te g r i ty  is  u r .^ u  : t io n e d , 
w h o  k n o w  th e ir  a re a  o f  a s s ig n m e n t a n d  w h o  b r in g  
a  d e d ic a t io n  to  th e  is s u e s  a n d  to  p u b l ic  s e n / ic e  to  
th e  jo b . I w a n t p e o p le  w h o  b e lie v e  a s  I d c  th a t 
p u b l ic  s e rv ic e  is  e x a c t ly  th a t, s e rv ic e  to  th e  p u b lic . 
T h is  c le a r ly  in c lu d e s  k e e p in g  th e  p u b l ic  in fo rm ed  
a n d  s e e k in g  th e ir  in v o lv e m e n t in  d e c is io n s .

I t is  th e  ro le  o f  th e  g o v e rn o r  to  c le a r ly  a r t ic u la te  
b ro a d  s ta te  p o lic y  a n d  o f  th e  c o m m is s io n e r s  to  
m a k e  d e c is io n s  w ith in  th e  f r a m e w o rk  o f  th a t 
p o lic y . O n  is s u e s  w h o s e  im p o r ta n c e  is  g re a t 
e n o u g h  to  c a u s e  th em  to  r is e  to  th e  le v e l o f  th e  
g o v e r n o r ’s o f f ic e , I w ill  w o rk  w ith  th e  
c o m m is s io n e r s  o f  th e  a f f e c te d  d e p a r tm e n ts  to  
r e s o lv e  th e  is s u e  q u ic k ly  a n d  fa ir ly  w ilh  th e  
d e c is io n s  b a s e d  o n  g o o d  p u b l ic  p o lic y  no t p o li t ic s .

T h o u g h  I w ill c e r ta in ly  n ia k e  c h a n g e s  in  th e  
B o a rd s  o f  F is h e r ie s  a n d  G am e , I h a v e  n o  in te n t io n  
o f  a n y  w n o le s a le  ‘m id n ig h t  m a s s a c r e s ’ o f  th e  
b o a rd s . T h e  lo s s  o f  in s t i tu t io n a l m e m o ry  a n d  th e  
c o n fu s io n  su ch  c h a n g e s  p ro d u c e  is  n o t  a c c e p ta b le .
I g e n e ra l ly  s u p p o r t th e  c u r r e n t  c o m p o s it io n  o f  the  
b o a rd s  a n d  I h a v e  s p e c if ic a lly  p le d g e d  to  m a in ta in  
tw o  sp o r tf is h  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  o n  th e  B o a rd  o f  
F is h e r ie s .”

continued from the front page. .. r f ^ o w p e r :  “A s  g o v e rn o r  I w ill  re ly  m o re  on  
'^ 'c o m m i s s i o n e r s ,  a n d  le s s  o n  sp ec ia l a s s is ta n ts  
th a n  th e  c u r re n t a d m in is t r a t io n . I f  o n e  h ad  to  
id e n t i fy  a  s in g le  re s p o n s ib i l i ty  o f  the  g o v e rn o r , I 
th in k  it w o u ld  b e  re s o lv in g  c o n tro v e r s y . S o u n d  
p o lic y  d e c is io n s  d e p e n d  o r  c o m p le te  a n d  a c c u ra te  
in fo rm a t io n , a  re a l is t ic  a s s e s sm e n t o f  p ro s  and  
c o n s  a n d  p u b l ic  in te re s t . I  w ill  m ak e  p o lic y  
d e c is io n s  b a se d  o n  ra t io n a l , n o n -p o li t ic a l 
c o n s id e ra t io n  o f  a ll p e r t in e n t fa c to rs  a n d  
in fo rm a t io n .

I w ill e x p e c t  m u c h  o f  th a t in fo rm a tio n  to  c o m e  
f ro m  th e  c o m m is s io n e r s . O f  c o u rs e , th a t m e an s  
m y  a p p o in tm e n ts  to  th e  r e s o u rc e  d e p a r tm e n ts  m u s t 
h a v e  e x c e l le n t  ju d g em e n t , b ro a d  p e rsp e c tiv e s  and  
s o u n d  a d m in is t r a t iv e  a b ili t ie s . T h a t ’s w h a t I ’ll 
lo o k  fo r in  m y  c o m m is s io n e is .

A s fo r  th e  b o a rd s  o f  fish  a n d  g am e , c o n tin u ity  
is  im p o r ta n t . I d o  n o t a n t ic ip a te  m a ltin g  w h o le sa le  
c h a n g e s  in  b o a rd  c o m p o s i t io n  b e fo re  m e m b e r s ’ 
te rm s  e x p ir e . I h a v e  s a id  re p e a te d ly  th a t I d o  no t 
su p p o r t a p p o in t in g  fish  a n d  g am e  b o a rd  m em b e rs  

! b a s e d  on  s o m e  s o n  o f  q u o ta  sy s tem . I w ill a p p o in t 
| p e o p le  c o m m it te d  to  th e  b e s t in te re s ts  o f  th e  

r e s o u rc e  a n d  th e  p e o p le  o f  A la sk a . T h e  v a r io u s  
I r e s o u rc e  u s e rs  m u s t  h a v e  c o n f id e n c e  th a t th e ir 
I in te r e s t1: a re  re p re s e n te d  in b o a rd  d e l ib e ra tio n s  and 

d e c is io n s . I th in k  w e  c a n  p ro v id e  th a t co n f id e n c e  
by  a p p o in t in g  th e  b e s t p o s s ib le  p e o p le— tho se  
r e s p e c te d  b y  a ll u s e r  g ro u p s .”

Q u e s t io n :  “T h e  Porcupine caribou herd is an 
international herd that migrates seasonally 

\ between C a n a d a  a n d  Alaska. Since the late 

1960's, biologists f r o m  both sides of the border 

have attempted to develop wa ys to assure that the 

Porcupine caribou herd is properly m a n a g e d  an d 

that habitat critical to the long-term viability' of the 

herd is not diminished. M o r e  recently, there has 

been growing public interest in the long-term 

protection of this herd through the development of 

an International Caribou Agreement that would 

serve as the m e c h a n i s m  for compatible 

m a n a g e m e n t  between our two nations. Such an 

agreement wo ul d also assure retention of habitat 

values that would sustain the needs of local a n d  

nonresident consumptive users. At tliis writing, 

negotiations between the United States an d C a n a d a  

are tenL tively schedided to begin in N o v e m b e r  of 

1986.

The U.S. State Department, the U.S.

| Department of the Interior, the State of Alaska, the 

Wildlife Federation of Alaska a n d  '-'cat residents 

will participate in the negotiations. W F A  would 

like to k n o w  if y o u  support an international 

agreement for the m a n a g e m e n t  of the Porcupine 

caribou herd; if y o u  have any specific problems 

with the currently proposed State of A  laska



S t u r g u l e w s k i :  " I  s u p p o r t  a n  in te rn a t io n a l 
a g r e e m e n t  o n  th e  m a n a g e m e n t o f  th e  P o rc u p in e  

c a r ib o u  h e rd  a s  lo n g  a s  th a t a g r e e m e n t d o e s  n o t 
r e s t r ic t  th e  a b i l i ty  o f  th e  s ta te  to  m a n a g e  its  g am e . 
T h e  m a in  p ro b le m  c u r re n t ly  fa c in g  th e  h e rd  is th e  
a lm o s t  c o m p le te  la c k  o f  h a b ita t  p ro te c t io n  in 
C a n a d a  a t th is  t im e  a n d  th e  a g re e m e n t w o u ld  h e lp  
th is . T h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  F ish  a n d  G am e  h as 
in fo rm e d  m e  th a t c a r e fu l  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  th e  a rc tic  
c o a s ta l  p la in , w ith  p ro p e r  e n v iro n m e n ta l 
s a fe g u a rd s , i s  n o t  p ie c lu d e d  b y  th e  s ta te ’s c u r re n t 
p o s i t io n . A s  g o v e rn o r  I w o u ld  a c t iv e ly  p u rs u e  th is  
a g re e m e n t a n d  i ts  im p le m e n ta t io n .”

C o w p e r :  " I  s t r o n g ly  s u p p o r t b o th  th e  s ta te ’s 
p o s i t io n  a n d  th e  c o n c e p t  o f  a n  in te rn a t io n a l 

a g re em e n t o n  m a n a g e m e n t o f  th e  P o rc u p in e  
C a r ib o u  H e rd . T h is  em e rg in g  t r e n d  tow a rd  
c o o p e ra t iv e  m a n a g e m e n t  re p re s e n ts  a  p ro d u c tiv e , 
p o s i t iv e  a p p ro a c h  to w a rd  in te rn a t io n a l r e s o u rc e  
m a n a g em e n t.

T h e re  i s  n o  o rg a n iz e d  o p p o s it io n  w ith in  A la s k a  
to  th e  o ff ic ia l s ta te  p o s i t io n , c a l l in g  fo r  s tro n g  
h a b ita t  an d  r e s o u rc e  p ro te c tio n . I ts  p ro v is io n  w ill 
n o t c o n f l ic t  w i th  fu tu r e  d e v e lo p m e n t o n  th e  c o a s ta l 
p ia in  o f  A N W R , n o r  w ill  th e y  ‘lo c k  u p ’ la n d .
N o w  th a t t h e  p r o b le m  w ith  th e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  
In te r io r  h a s  b e en  r e s o lv e d , i t  a p p e a r s  th a t  th e  
f e d e ra l p o s i t io n  re f le c ts  A la s k a ’s p o s i t io n , w ith  
h a b ita t  a n d  s u b s is te n c e  p ro te c t io n  p ro v is io n s  
in ta c t .”

Q u e s t i o n :  “During the 1986 legislative session, 
a bill establishing several recreational rivers on 

state land passed the H o u s e  but failed to pass the 

Senate. A  n u m b e r  of conservation a n d  

sportfishing organizations, including the Wildlife 

Federation of Alaska, supported this bill. The 

rivers n a m e d  in the hill represented s o m e  of the 

most important recreational fishing, floating, 

camping a n d  hunting opportunities in southcentral 

Alaska. After numerous hearings a n d  

compromises on the bill, certain groups 

(principally the Resource Development Council) 

while supporting protective classification for the 

rivers opposed legislative designation. W F A  

continues to feel strongly that legislative 

designation is the appropriate final step in the 

process of assuring that the recreational values a n d  

public use of  these important rivers inn be lost over 

time. D o  y o u  support the establishment of state 

recreational rivers? W o u l d  y o u  propose 

recreational river legislation a n d  work for its 

passage? W h a t  other thoughts, if any, do you have 

on this issue?"

S t u r g u l e w s k i :  “A s  c h a irm a n  o f  th e  S e n a te  
R e s o u rc e s  C o m m it te e  I a c t iv e ly  su p p o r te d  the  

r e c  r iv e r s  b il l a n d  a s  g o v e rn o r  w o u ld  in tro d u c e  o r

position on the agreement; and exactly what actions
you will take as governor on this issue

C o w p e r :  “I s u p p o r t le g is la t iv e  d e s ig n a tio n  o f  
s ta te  re c re a t io n a l r iv e r s  a n d  w o u ld  c o n s id e r  

in t ro d u c in g  a b il l , i f  le g is la to rs  d o n ’t d o  so  
th em se lv e s . A la s k a ’s re c re a t io n a l r iv e rs  a re  
im p o r ta n t to  re s id e n ts  a n d  v is i to r s , a lik e . T h e  
s itu a t io n  o n  th e  K e n a i R iv e r  s h o u ld  be a  le s so n  to  
u s  a b o u t th e  n e ed  fo r  so u n d  m a n a g em e n t o f  
re c re a t io n a l re so u rc e s .

N o r th w a rd  e x p a n s io n  o f  re c re a t io n a l r iv e rs  w ill 
h e lp  ta k e  th e  p re s s u re  o f f  th e  K en a i R iv e r , h e lp  
g u a rd  a g a in s t o v e r -u s e  a n d  d e g ra d a t io n , and 
p ro v id e  v a lu a b le  re c re a t io n a l re s o u rc e s  fo r bo th  
r e s id e n ts  a n d  v is i to r s .”

Q u e s t io n :  “Water quality has been a major issue 
in recent years. Last session, the legislature 

narrowly passed a bill which would have 

weakened state water quality standards. The bill 

wa s ai me d at easing restrictions on placer miners 

It would have also created serious conflicts 

between the state a n d  federal governments 

concerning responsibilities under the Clean Water 

Act. Governor Sheffield vetoed the bill. W h a t  do 

you think of the current state water quality’ 

standards? W h a t  of their enforcement? D o  you 

believe placer miners should be held to present 

standards or are current standards too restrictive for 

Alaska? Should regulations be eased or mining 

practices be improved— which would be your 

goal? W o u l d  yo u support or resist changing the 

state water quality standards?"

S t u r g e le w s k i :  “C u r re n t s ta te  w a te r  s ta n d a rd s  
im p o s e  d r in k in g  w a te r  s ta n d a rd s  o n  a ll w a te rs  

o f  th e  s ta te . I d o n ’t b e l ie v e  th a t th is  is re a lis tic . A s  
I h a v e  to ld  b o th  c o n s e rv a t io n  o rg a n iz a t io n s  a n d  the  
m in e r s ’ a s s o c ia tio n , I b e l ie v e  th e  m o s t a p p ro p r ia te  
e x c lu s iv e  u se  fo r  s o m e  s tr e am s  is  re c re a t io n  an d  
fish  a n d  w ild l ife  h a b ita t a n d  th e  m o s t a p p ro p r ia te  
p r im a ry  u se  fo r o th e r  s tr e am s  is  m in in g  o r  o th e r  
u ses .

It d o e s n ’t m a k e  s e n se  to  r e q u ir e  a m in e r  
o p e ra t in g  o n  a  g la c ia l  s tre am  to  re tu rn  w a te r  to  
d r in k in g  w a te r  q u a li ty  n o r  d o e s  it m a k e  sen se  to  
a llow  m in in g  o n  a  p r im e  re c re a t io n a l s tre am . I 
b e lie v e  b o th  th a t m in in g  p ra c t ic e s  sh ou ld  be 
im p ro v e d  a n d  th a t o n  s o m e  s tr e am s , w a te r  q u a li ty  
s ta n d a rd s  s h o u ld  b e  c h a n g e d . I b e l ie v e  th a t w e 
n eed  ra t io n a l law s  o n  th e  b o o k s  and  th a t th o se  law s  
sh o u ld  b e  e n fo r c e d .”

o w p e r :  “ I th in k  the  s ta te ’s c u r re n t w a te r  
q u a li ty  s ta n d a rd s  a re  a p p ro p r ia te  fo r  w a te rw ay s  

th a t p ro v id e  d r in k in g  w a te r  f o r  d o w n s tre am  u se rs , 
fo r  e s s e n tia l s p aw n in g  g ro u n d s  a n d  fo r c e r ta in

please turn to p a g e  4

support the introduction and passage of a rec rivers
bill. I have a very strong record of support for
legislation of interest to the outdoor community.”
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r e c r e a t io n  u s e s . I th in k  ih e  s ta te  s h o u ld  b e  s ite - 
s p e c if ic  w ith  i ts  w a te r  q u a l i ty  s ta n d a rd : - h i g h e r  
s ta n d a rd s  f o r  th o s e  p u rp o s e s ;  lo w e r  in  r iv e r s  a n d  
s t r e am s  le s s  im p o r ta n t  to  d o w n s t r e a m  u se rs .

I b e l ie v e  p la c e r  m in e r s  h a v e  a  le g i t im a te  g r ip e  
a b o u t  in c o n s is te n t  a n d  s e le c t iv e  e n fo rc e m e n t o f  o u r  
w a te r  q u a l i ty  s ta n d a rd s . T h e y  d e s e rv e  f a i rn e s s  
a n d  c o n s is te n c y , a n d  I d o n ’t th in k  th e y ’v e  h ad  i t  
In  a n y  c a s e , w e  s h o u ld  c e r ta in ly  c o n tin u e  e f fo r ts  to  
im p ro v e  m in in g  te c h n iq u e s  to  r e d u c e  d e g ra d a t io n  
o f  w a te r  q u a l i ty .”

Question: " W h a t  h a v e  y o u  d o n e  t o  e x p e d i t e  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  s a f e ,  c o s t  e f f e c t i v e  h a z a r d o u s  
w a s t e  d i s p o s a l  i n  A l a s k a ?  W h a t  d o  y o u  i n t e n d  t o  

d o  f u r t h e r  o n  t h i s  i s s u e ? ”

S t u r g u l e w s k i :  “I h a v e  a  s tro n g  re c o rd  o f  
s u p p o r t  fo r  le g is la t io n  d e a l in g  w ith  th e  g ro w in g  

p ro b lem  o f  h a z a rd o u s  w a s te . M o s t r e c e n tly , a s 
c h a i rm a n  o f  th e  S e n a te  R e so u rc e s  C o m m itte e , I 
in t ro d u c e d  S B  3 75 , w h ic h  e s ta b lis h e d  p ro c e d u re s  
a n d  fu n d in g  f o r  h a z a r d o u s  w a s te  a n d  o il sp ill 
c le a n u p s . T h is  w a s  an  id e n t ic a l S e n a te  c o m p a n io n  
to  FIB 470 . T h a t  b ill b e c am e  law  a n d  to g e th e r  w ith  
th e  o m n ib u s  h a z a r d o u s  w a s te  a c t w h ic h  w a s  
in tro d u c e d  b y  th e  S e n a te  R e s o u rc e s  C o m m itte e  in  
1984  w h e n  I  w a s  a  m e m b e r , fo rm s  th e  b o d y  o f  
A la s k a ’s e f f e c t iv e  h a z a rd o u s  w a s te  law .

A s  g o v e rn o r  I w ill  c o n tin u e  to  w o rk  to  d e a l 
w ith  th e  g ro w in g  p ro b lem  o f  h a z a rd o u s  w a s te  in  
A la sk a . A s  p r io r i t ie s , I fe e l th e  is s u e s  o f  d is p o s a l 
s i te s , sm a ll g e n e ra to r s  o f  h a z a rd o u s  w a s te , 
g ro u n d w a te r  p ro te c t io n , a d e q u a te  fu n d in g  fo r  D E C  
e f fo r ts , a n d  w o rk in g  w ith  th e  f e d e r a l g o v e rn m e n t 
to  e s ta b lis h  e n fo r c e a b le  p o lic ie s  m u s t b e  p r io r i t ie s .”

C o w p e r :  “W h e n  I s e rv e d  in  th e  s ta te  H o u s e , 
h a z a rd o u s  w a s te  d is p o s a l h a d  n o t y e t  b e c o m e  

an  is s u e . I s u p p o r t  s ta te  a s s u m p tio n  o f  th e  fe d e ra l 
p e rm it  p ro g ra m  fo r  h a z a rd o u s  w a 't e  s to ra g e , 
t r a n s p o r ta t io n  a n d  d is p o s a l . A s g o v e rn o r , I w ill 
w an t to  r e v ie w  th e  r e g u la t io n s  b e in g  d e v e lo p e d  b y  
D E C , to  m a k e  s u re  th a t th e y  a d e q u a te ly  a d d re s s  
p ro g ram  im p le m e n ta t io n  a n d  th e  s i te - s e le c t io n  
p ro c e s s . A lth o u g h  fu n d in g  le v e ls  fo r  a ll s ta te  
p ro g ram s  w ill  h a v e  to  b e  r e - e v a lu a te d  in  l ig h t o f  
r e v e n u e  d e c l in e s , I w o u ld  s u p p o r t a  fu n d in g  le v e l 
s u f f ic ie n t to  r u n  the  p r o g r a m .’

ski &  Cowper
J A Y  H A I K  VISITS 
A L A S K A — M E E T S  
W I T H  W F A  B O A R D

N W F  E x e c u tiv e  V ic e  P r e s id e n t  Jay  H a ir  p a y e d  a 
v is i t  to  A la s k a  re c e n tly . J a y  tra v e le d  to 

A la s k a  th is  S e p te m b e r  w ith  le a d e rs  o f  n in e  o th e r  
n a t io n a l c o n s e iv a t io n  a n d  e n v iro n m e n ta l 
o rg a n iz a t io n s . T h e  “G ro u p  o f  10” a s  th ey  a re  o f te n  
re f e re d  to  d o  n o t  r e p r e s e n t  a  “c o a l i t io n .” L e ad e rs  
f ro m  g ro u p s  s u c h  a s  N W F , A u d u b o n , N a tu ra l 
R e so u rc e s  D e fe n s e  C o u n c i l ,  W ild e rn e s s  S o c ie ty  
a n d  th e  Iz a a k  W a l to n  L e a g u e  m e e t  p e r io d ic a l ly  to  
d is c u s s  i s s u e s  o f  m u tu a l c o n c e rn . T h e  A la sk a  tr ip  
fo c u s e d  o n  s e v e ra l is s u e s , in c lu d in g  t im b e r h a rv e s t 
in  th e  T o n g a s s  N a t io n a l  F o re s t  a n d  th e  fu tu re  o f  th e  
A rc t ic  N a t io n a l W i ld l i f e  R e fu g e . T h e  g ro u p  
t ra v e le d  e x te n s iv e ly  a n d  m e t w ith  g o v e rn m en t 
o f f ic ia ls , c i t iz e n  c o n s e rv a t io n is t s  an d  

I re p re s e n ta t iv e s  o f  in d u s try .
W h ile  in  A n c h o ra g e , J a y  H a ir  to o k  tim e to  m e e t 

j w ith  the  b o a rd  o f  W F A . B o a rd  m e m b e rs  m a d e  a 
p r e s e n ta t io n  o n  th e  a c t iv i t ie s  o f  o u r  a ff ilia te  an d  a 
n u m b e r  o f  k e y  is s u e s  w e re  d is c u s s e d , in c lu d in g  
th e  K en a i R iv e r  M a n a g e m e n t P la n , th e  A rc tic  
N a tio n a l W ild l if e  R e fu g e , th e  U .S  /C a n a d a  
P o rc u p in e  c a r ib o u  h e rd  a g re e m e n t , an ti th e  is su e  o f  
A rc t ic  n e s t in g  g e e s e  o n  th e  Y u k o n  D e lta . A lso  
d is c u s s e d  w e re  th e  c o n s e rv a t io n  e d u c a t io n  e f fo r ts  
b e g u n  b y  W F A  d u r in g  th e  p a s t y e a r . I t ’s fa i r  to  
say  th a t J a y  w a s  m u c h  im p re s s e d  w ith  W F A ’s 
p ro g re s s  o v e r  th e  p a s t y e a r . B e c a u s e  o f  o u r 
e f fo r ts , th e  b o a rd  o f  N W F  is  lo o k in g  ro m a k e  a 
m a jo r  c o m m itm e n t to  A la s k a  in  th e  c o m in g  y ea r . 

S ta y  tu n e d  fo r  g o o d  th in g s  to  c o m e . L e t ’s ju s t  
sa y  th a t w e ’v e  a lr e a d y  m a d e  o u r  m a rk — on  the 
is s u e s  a n d  w ith  th e  N a t io n a l W ild l if e  F e d e ra t io n . 
Y o u  c a n  fe e l g o o d  a b o u t y o u r  m em b e rsh ip . I t ’s 
a lre a d y  s ta r t in g  to  p a y  d iv id e n d s .
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TH IS  D O C U M E N T  
HAS B EEN  R E P H O T O G R A P H E D  

TO ASSURE L E G IB IL IT Y



m

W F A  Questions 
Sturgulewski &  Cowper

c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  3 . . .  
r e c re a t io n  u se s . I th in k  th e  s ta te  s h o u ld  b e  s ite - 
s p e c if ic  w ith  i t s  w a te r  q u a l i ty  s ta n d a rd s— h ig h e r  
s ta n d a rd s  fo r  th o s e  p u rp o s e s ;  lo w e r  in  r iv e r s  and  
s t r e am s  le s s  im p o r ta n t  to  d o w n s t r e am  u se rs .

I b e l ie v e  p la c e r  m in e r s  h a v e  a  le g i t im a te  g r ip e  
a b o u t  in c o n s is te n t a n d  s e le c t iv e  e n fo rc e m e n t o f  o u r  
w a te r  q u a li ty  s ta n d a rd s . T h e y  d e s e rv e  f a i rn e s s  
a n d  c o n s is te n c y , a n d  I d o n ’t th in k  th e y ’v e  h ad  iL 
In  a n y  c a s e , w e  s h o u ld  c e r ta in ly  c o n tin u e  e f fo r ts  to  
im p ro v e  m in in g  te c h n iq u e s  to  r e d u c e  d e g ra d a t io n  
o f  w a te r  q u a li ty .”

Question: " W h a t  h a v e  y o u  . o n e  t o  e x p e d i t e  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  s a f e ,  c o s t  e f f e c t i v e  h a z a r d o u s  
w a s t e  d i s p o s a l  i n  A l a s f u t ?  W h a t  d o  y o u  i n t e n d  t o  

d o  f u r t h e r  o n  t h i s  i s s u e ? "

S t u r g u l e w s k i :  “I h a v e  a  s tro n g  re c o rd  o f  
s u p p o r t  fo r  le g is la t io n  d e a l in g  w ith  th e  g ro w in g  

p ro b le m  o f  h a z a rd o u s  w a s te . M o s t re c e n tly , a s  
c h a i rm a n  o f  th e  S e n a te  R e so u rc e s  C o m m itte e , I 
in t ro d u c e d  SB  375 , w h ic h  e s ta b lis h e d  p ro c e d u re s  
a n d  fu n d in g  fo r  h a z a rd o u s  w a s te  a n d  o il sp ill 
c le a n u p s . T h is  w a s  an  id e n t ic a l S e n a te  c o m p a n io n  
to  H B  470 . T h a t b ill b e c a m e  law  a n d  to g e th e r  w ith  
th e  o m n ib u s  h a z a rd o u s  w a s te  a c t w h ic h  w a s  
in t ro d u c e d  b y  th e  S e n a te  R e so u rc e s  C o m m itte e  in 
1984 w h e n  1 w a s  a  m e m b e r , fo rm s  th e  b o d y  o f  
A la s k a ’s e f f e c t iv e  h a z a rd o u s  w a s te  law .

A c g o v e rn o r  I w ill c o n t in u e  to  w o rk  to  d e a l 
w ith  th e  g ro w in g  p ro b le m  o f  h a z a rd o u s  w a s te  in  
A la sk a . A s  p r io r it ie s , I f e e l th e  is s u e s  o f  d is p o s a l 
s ite s , sm a ll g e n e ra to r s  o f  h a z a rd o u s  w a s te , 
g ro u n d w a te r  p ro te c tio n , a d e q u a te  fu n d in g  fo r  D E C  
e f fo r ts , a n d  w o rk in g  w i th  th e  fe d e ra l g o v e rn m e n t 
to  e s ta b l is h  e n fo rc e a b le  p o l ic ie s  m u s t  b e  p r io r i t ie s .”

C o w p e r :  “W h en  I s e rv e d  in  th e  s ta te  H o u s e , 
h a z a r d o u s  w a s te  d is p o s a l h a d  n o t y e t b e c o m e  

an  is s u e . I su p p o r t s ta te  a s s u m p tio n  o f  th e  fe d e ra l 
p em n it p ro g r a m  fo r  h a z a rd o u s  w a s te  s to ra g e , 
t r a n s p o r ta t io n  a n d  d is p o s a l . A s g o v e rn o r , I w ill 
w a n t to  r e v ie w  th e  r e g u la t io n s  b e in g  d e v e lo p e d  by  
D E C , to  m a k e  su re  th a t th e y  a d e q u a te ly  a d d re s s  
p ro g r a m  im p le m e n ta t io n  a n d  th e  s i te -s e le c t io n  
p ro c e s s . A lth o u g h  fu n d in g  le v e ls  fo r  a ll s ta te  
p ro g r a m s  w i l l  h a v e  to  be r e - e v a lu a te d  in  l ig h t o f  
r e v e n u e  d e c l in e s , I w o u ld  s u p p o r t a  fu n d in g  lev e l 
s u f f ic ie n t to  r u n  th e  p ro g r a m .”

J A Y  H A I R  VISITS 
A L A S K A — M E E T S  
W I T H  W F A  B O A R D

W F  E x e c u tiv e  V ic e  P re s id e n t J a y  H a ir  p a y e d  a 
v is it to  A la s k a  re c e n tly . J a y  tra v e le d  to  

I A la sk a  th is  S e p tem b e r  w ith  le a d e rs  o f  n in e  o th e r  
n a tio n a l c o n s e rv a t io n  a n d  e n v iro n m e n ta l 
o rg a n iz a tio n s . T h e  “G ro u p  o f  10” as  th e y  a re  o ften  
re fe rc d  to  d o  n o t r e p re s e n t  a " c o a l i t io n .” L e ad e rs  
f rom  g ro u p s  s u c h  a s  N W F , A u d u b o n , N a tu ra l 
R e so u rc e s  D e fe n s e  C o u n c i l , W ild e rn e s s  S o c ie ty  
a n d  the Iz a ak  W a l to n  L e a g u e  m e e t  p e r io d ic a l ly  to  
d is c u s s  is su e s  o f  m u tu a l c o n c e rn . T h e  A la sk a  tr ip  
fo cu sed  o n  se v e ra l is su e s , in c lu d in g  t im b e r h a rv e s t 
in  th e  T o n g a s s  N a t io n a l F o re s t  a n d  th e  fu tu re  o f  the 
A rc tic  N a tio n a l W ild l i f e  R e fu g e . T h e  g ro u p  
tra v e le d  e x te n s iv e ly  a n d  m e t w ith  g o v e rnm en t 
o ff ic ia ls , c itiz e n  c o n s e rv a t io n is t s  an d  

I re p re se n ta t iv e s  o f  in d u s try .
W h ile  in  A n c h o ra g e , J a y  H a ir  to o k  tim e to  m ee t 

w ith the b o a rd  o f  W F A . B o a rd  m em b e rs  m a d e  a 
p re s e n ta tio n  on  th e  a c t iv i t ie s  o f  o u r  a ff ilia te  an d  a 
n u m b e r  o f  k e y  is s u e s  w e re  d is c u s s e d , in c lu d in g  

J the  K en a i R iv e r  M a n a g e m e n t P la n , th e  A rc tic  
N a tio n a l W ild l ife  R e fu g e , th e  U .S ./C an ad a  
P o rc u p in e  c a r ib o u  h e rd  a g re e m e n t , and  th e  issu e  o f  

! A rc tic  n e s tin g  g e e s e  o n  th e  Y u k o n  D e lta . A lso  
d is c u s s e d  w e re  th e  c o n s e rv a t io n  e d u c a tio n  e ffo r ts  
b eg u n  by  W F A  d u r in g  th e  n a s t y e a r . I t ’s fa ir  to  
say  th a t J a y  w a s  m u c h  ir.i. . s s e d  w ith  W F A ’s 
p ro g re s s  o v e r  the  p a s t y e a r . B e c a u se  o f  o u r 
e ffo r ts , th e  b o a rd  o f  N W F  is  lo o k in g  to  m a k e  a 
m a jo r  c o m m itm e n t to  A la s k a  in  th e  c o m in g  y ea r .

S tay  tu n e d  fo r  g o o d  th in g s  to  c om e . L e t 's  ju s t  
say  th a t w e ’v e  a l r e a d y  m a d e  o u r  m a rk — on  the 
is su e s  and  w ith  th e  N a t io n a l W ild l ife  F e d e ra tio n . 
Y o u  c an  fee l g o o d  a b o u t y o u r  m em b e rsh ip . I t ’s 
a lre a d y  s ta r tin g  to  p a y  d iv id e n d s .
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S t u r g u l e w s k i :  “I s u p p o r t a n  in te rn a t io n a l 
a g re e m e n t o n  th e  m a n a g em e n t o f  th e  P o rc u p in e  

c a r ib o u  h e rd  a s  lo n g  a s  th a t a g re em e n t d o e s  n o t 
r e s t r ic t  th e  a b i l i ty  o f  th e  s ta te  to  m a n a g e  i ts  g am e . 
T h e  m a in  p ro b le m  c u r re n t ly  fa c in g  th e  h e rd  is the 
a lm o s t c o m p le te  la c k  o f  h a b ita t p ro te c t io n  in  
C a n a d a  a t th is  t im e  a n d  th e  a g re em en t w o u ld  h e lp  
th is . T h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f F ish  a n d  G a m e  h a s  
in fo rm e d  m e  th a t c a r e fu l d e v e lo p m en t o f  th e  a rc tic  
c o a s ta l  p la in , w i th  p ro p e r  e n v iro n m en ta l 
s a fe g u a rd s , is  n o t  p i d e lu d ed  b y  the  s t a t e 's  c u r re n t 
p o s i t io n . A s  g o v e rn o r  I w o u ld  a c t iv e ly  p u r s u e  th is  
a g re e m e n t a n d  i ts  im p lem en ta tio n .”

C o w p e r :  “I  s t r o n g ly  su p p o rt bo th  th e  s t a t e ’s 
p o s i t io n  a n d  th e  c o n c e p t o f  an  in te rn a t io n a l 

a g re em e n t o n  m a n a g e m e n t o f  th e  P o rc u p in e  
C a r ib o u  H e rd . T h is  em e rg in g  tren d  to w a rd  
c o o p e ra t iv e  m a n a g e m e n t re p re se n ts  a  p ro d u c tiv e , 
p o s i t iv e  a p p ro a c h  to w a rd  in te rn a tio n a l r e s o u rc e  
m a n a g e m e n t

T h e re  is  n o  o rg a n iz e d  o p p o s itio n  w i th in  A la s k a  
to  th e  o f f ic ia l s ta te  p o s i t io n , c a ll in g  f o r  s tr o n g  
h a b ita t a n d  r e s o u r c e  p ro te c tio n . Its p ro v is io n  w ill 
n o t c o n f l ic t  w ith  fu tu re  d e v e lo p m en t o n  th e  c o a s ta l 
p la in  o f  A N W R , n o r  w ill th ey  ‘lo ck  u p ’ la n d .
N o w  th a t th e  p ro b le m  w ith  th e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  
In te r io r  h a s  b e en  re s o lv e d , it a p p e a rs  th a t  the  
fe d e ra l p o s i t io n  r e f le c ts  A la s k a ’s p o s i t io n , w ith  
h a b ita t  a n d  s u b s is te n c e  p ro te c tio n  p ro v is io n s  
in ta c t .”

Q u e s t i o n :  "During the 1986 legislative session, 
a bill establishing several recreational rivers on 

state land passed the H o u s e  but failed to pass the 

Senate. A  n u m b e r  of conservation a n d  

sportfishing organizations, including the Wildlife 

Federation of Alaska, supported this bill. Th e 

rivers n a m e d  in the bill represented s o m e  of the 

most important recreational fishing, floating, 

camping a n d  hunting opportunities in southcentral 

Alaska. After nu me rou s hearings an d 

compromises on  the bill, certain groups 

(prii cipally the Resource Development Council) 

while supporting protective classification for the 

rivers opposed legislative designation. W F A  

continues to feel strongly that legislative 

designation is the appropriate final step in the 

process of assuring that the recreational values a n d  

public use of  these important rivers not be lost over 

time. D o  y o u  support the establishment of state 

recreational rivers? W o u l d  yo u propose 

recreational river legislation a n d  work for its 

passage? W h a t  other thoughts, if any, d o  y o u  have 

on this issue?"

S t u r g u l e w s k i :  “A s  c h a irm a n  o f  the S e n a te  
R e s o u rc e s  C o m m itte e  I a c tiv e ly  s u p p o r te d  th e  

re c  r iv e rs  b il l  in d  a s  g o v e rn o r  w o u ld  in t r o d u c e  o r

position on the agreement; and exactly what actions
you will take as governor on this issue.”

C o w p e r :  “I su p p o rt le g is la tiv e  d e s ig n a t io n  o f  
s ta te  re c re a t io n a l r iv e rs  a n d  w o u ld  c o n s id e r  

in t ro d u c in g  a b il l , i f  le g is la to rs  d o n ’t d o  so 
th em se lv e s . A la s k a ’s re c re a t io n a l r iv e r s  are 
im p o r ta n t to  re s id e n ts  an d  v is i to r s , a lik e . T h e  
s itu a t io n  on  the  K en a i R iv e r  s h o u ld  be a le s so n  to  
u s  a b o u t th e  n e ed  fo r so u n d  m a n a g e m e n t o f  
re c re a t io n a l re so u rc e s .

N o r th w a rd  e x p a n s io n  o f  r e c re a t io n a l r iv e rs  w ill 
h e lp  ta k e  th e  p re s s u re  o f f  the K e n a i R iv e r , h e lp  
g u a rd  a g a in s t o v e r -u s e  a n d  d e g ra d a t io n , and 
p ro v id e  v a lu a b le  re c re a tio n a l r e s o u r c e s  fo r b o th  
r e s id e n ts  a n d  v is i to r s .”

Q u e s t io n :  “Water quality has been a major issue 
in recent years. Last session, the legislature 

narrowly passed a bill which wo ul d have 

weakened state water quality standards. The bill 

w a s  a i me d at easing restrictions o n  placer miners.

It woidd have also created serious conflicts 

between the state a n d  federal governments 

concerning responsibilities under the Clean Water 

Act. Governor Sheffield vetoed the bill. W h at do 

you think of the current state water quality 

standards? W h a t  of ttieir enforcement? D o  yo u 

believe placer miners should be held to present 

standards or are current standards too restrictive for 

Alaska? Should regulations be eased cr mining 

practices be improved— which w o u l d  be your 

goal? W o u l d  you support or resist changing the 

state water quality’ standards?"

S t u r g e le w s k i :  “C u rre n t s ta te  w a te r  s ta n d a rd s  
im p o se  d r in k in g  w a te r s ta n d a rd s  o n  a ll w a te rs  

o f  th e  s ta te . I d o n ’t b e lie v e  th a t th is  is re a lis tic . A s  
I h a v e  to ld  b o th  c o n se rv a tio n  o rg a n iz a t io n s  a n d  th e  
m in e r s ’ a s s o c ia tio n , I b e liev e  th e  m o s t  a p p ro p r ia te  
e x c lu s iv e  u se  fo r som e  s tre am s  is r e c re a t io n  an d  
fish  a n d  w ild l ife  h ab ita t a n d  th e  m o s t  a p p ro p r ia te  
p r im a ry  u se  fo r o th e r  s tre am s is  m in in g  o r  o th e r  
u ses .

It d o e s n ’t m a k e  sen se  to  re q u ire  a  m in e r 
o p e ra t in g  o n  a g la c ia l strearr. to  r e tu rn  w a te r  to  
d r in k in g  w a te r  q u a li ty  n o r d o e s  it m a k e  sen se  to  
a l lo w  m in in g  on  a  p rim e  re c re a t io n a l s tre am . I 
b e l ie v e  b o th  th a t m in in g  p ra c t ic e s  s h o u ld  be 
im p ro v e d  an d  th a t o n  som e  s tr e am s , w a te r  q u a li ty  
s ta n d a rd s  s h o u ld  b e  ch an g ed . I b e l ie v e  th a t w e  
n e ed  ra t io n a l law s  o n  the  b o o k s  a n o  th a t tho se  law s  
s h o u ld  b e  e n fo rc e d .”

o w p e r :  “ I th in k  the s ta te ’s c u r r e n t  w a te r 
q u a li ty  s ta n d a rd s  a re  a p p ro p r ia te  fo r  w a te rw a y s  

th a t p ro v id e  d r in k in g  w a te r  fo r d o w n s t r e am  u se rs j 
fo r  e s s e n tia l sp aw n in g  g ro u n d s  a n d  fo r  c e r ta in

please turn to pa ge 4

support the introduction and passage of a rec rivers
bill. I have a very strong record of support for
legislation of interest to the outdoor community.”
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F R O M  T H E  PRESIDENT: 
S T A T E  POLITICS A N D  
W I L D L I F E  C O N S E R V A T I O N

B y  A n n  Rot he

In  th is  is s u e  o f  Tracks, w e  fe a tu re  th e  r e s p o n s e s  
o f  A la s k a ’s  tw o  m a jo r  g u b e rn a to r ia l c a n d id a te s  

to  q u e s t io n s  w e  p o s e d  o n  im p o r ta n t c o n s e rv a t io n  
is su e s . T h is  is  j u s t  a  s ta r t f o r  u s  a n d , w e h o p e , fo r  
o u r  m em b e rs . E le c t io n  t im e  is fa s t a p p ro a c h in g . 
T h e  s ta te  le g is la tu r e  c o n v e n e s  in  J a n u a ry . T h e  y e a r  
a h e a d  h o ld s  m a n y  o p p o r tu n it ie s  fo r p o litic a l 
a c t iv ism .

It is  v ita l th a t w e  b e c o m e  in v o lv e d  in le g is la t iv e  
d e c is io n s  a n d  a c t io n s  th a t in f lu e n c e  h o w  A la s k a ’s 
r e s o u rc e s  a re  m a n a g e d . In  th is  e ra  o f  fed e ra l 
g o v e rn m e n t d e c e n t r a l iz a t io n , m o re  re s p o n s ib i l i ty  
f o r  d e c is io n s  c r i t ic a l  to  w i ld l if e  and  th e ir  h a b ita ts  
h a s  fa l le n  to  s ta te  a n d  lo c a l g o v e rn m en ts . M a jo r  
fe d e ra l e n v ir o n m e n ta l  p r o g ia m s  su ch  as the C le a n  
W a te r , C le a n  A ir  a n d  E n d a n g e r e d  S p e c ie s  a c ts , a re  
b e in g  tu rn e d  o v e r  to  th e  s ta te s  to  
a d m in is te r— w ith in  f e d e r a l ly  e s ta b lis h e d  
g u id e l in e s— an d  s ta te s  a re  b e c o m in g  m o re  a s s e r t iv e  
a n d  in d e p e n d e n t . D e c is io n s  m a d e  a t s ta te  le v e ls  a re  
b e c o m in g  m o re  a n d  m o re  im p o r ta n t .

T h is  i s  p a r t ic u la r ly  tru e  in  A la sk a  w h e re  o u r  
n a tu ra l r e s o u r c e s  h e r i ta g e  is  u n e q u a le d  in  the 
c o u n try , p e rh a p s  th e  w o r ld . A n d  y e t o u r sp a rse  
p o p u la t io n  m e a n s  e a c h  v o te r  h a s  a s tro n g e r  v o ic e . 
P u b l ic  o f f ic ia ls  in  A la s k a  o u t  o f  n e c e s s i ty  ten d  to  
p a y  m o re  a t te n t io n  to  in d iv id u a l c o n s ti tu e n ts . 
L e g a l iz a t io n  o f  p o li t ic a l  p o w e r  g iv e s  u s  an  
o p p o r tu n ity  (a n d  a  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty )  to  in f lu en ce  
m a jo r  c o n s e rv a t io n  law s  a n d  p ro g ram s  in  A la sk a .

A s  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  W ild l i f e  F e d e ra t io n  o f  
A la sk a , y o u  c a n  b e g in  e x e rc is in g  y o u r in f lu e n c e  b y  
c a r e fu l ly  r e v iew in g  th e  c a n d id a te s ’ re sp o n se s  in 
th i s  n ew s le t te r . A n d  i f  y o u  h av e  q u e s tio n s  w e 
h a v e n ’t a s k e d , c a l l o r  w r i te  th e  c a n d id a te s  a t th e ir  
c a m p a ig n  h e a d q u a r te r s :

Steve Cowper Arliss Sturgulewski
Cowper for Governor Sturgulewski Miller Campaign
2605 Denali Street 4417 Old Seward Highway
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 Anchorage, Alaska 99503 
(907) 276-1150 (907) 5624123

T a k e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  th e  o p p o r tu n it ie s  o f fe re d  to 
m e e t  c a n d id a te s  fo r  g o v e rn o r  a n d  fo r  y o u r  h o u se  
a n d  s e n a te  s e a ts . B e  re a d y  to  a sk  to u g h  
q u e s t io n s— re m e m b e r , th e s e  p e o p le  are 
c a m p a ig n in g  to  w o rk for you. A n d  m o s t 
im p o r ta n t ly , o n c e  you n a v e  b e c o m e  in fo rm ed , 
V O T E  O N  N O V E M B E R  4!

D u r in g  th e  u p c o m in g  le g is la t iv e  s e s s io n  w e , a s  
y o u r  b o a rd  o f  d ir e c to r s , w ill b e  lo b b y in g  o n  a 
n u m b e r  o f  c o n s e rv a t io n  is s u e s , in c lu d in g  tn e  
p a s s a g e  o f  th e  r e c  r iv e r s  b il l  a n d  a s su r in g  th a t 
b u d g e ts  f o r  im p o r ta n t w ild l if e  a n d  h a b ita t

A N N U A L  M E E T I N G  D A T E  
SET— THIS O N E  Y O U  D O N ’T  
W A N T  T O  MISS

S T O P ! D o n ’t m a k e  a n o th e r  m o v e  u n ti l  you  
m a rk  J a n u a ry  17 d o w n  o n  y o u r  c a le n d a r .
T h a t ’s th e  d a te  o f  th e  W F A  an n u a l m e e tin g , 
d in n e r , a n d  c o n s e rv a t io n  e x tra v a g a n z a  y o u  
w o n ’t w a n t  to  m is s . L a s t y e a r ’s w a s  fu n  w ith  
g o o d  f r ie n d s , g o o d  w in e , a fish  an d  g am e  
d in n e r  th a t c o u ld n ’t b e  b e a t, a n d  som e  g re a t 
d o o r  p r iz e s  (I d ro o le d  o v e r  th e  fly ro d , th e  
d e c o y s , a n d  th e  a n  p r in ts ) . B u t th is  y e a r  is 
g o in g  to  b e  e v e n  b e tte r . In fa c t, i t ’s g o in g  to  b e  
s o  g o od , th a t J a y  H a ir , e x e c u t iv e  v ic e  p re s id e n t 
o f  N W F  is  c o m in g  a ll th e  w a y  from  
W a sh in g to n , D .C . to  a tte n d . O u r  p a re n t 
o rg a n iz a t io n , N W F , is  th e  la rg e s t c o n s e rv a t io n  
o rg a n iz a t io n  in  th e  w o r ld , w ith  4 .6  m il lio n  
m em b e rs . T h e  c h a n c e  to  m e e t and  ta lk  w ith  
J a y  w ill o n ly  b e  o n e  o f  th e  h ig h lig h ts  o f  a g re a t 
e v e n in g — th e re  a re  s o m e  o th e r  re a lly  e x c i t in g  
th in g s  s h a p in g  u p . E le c tio n  o f  th e  B o a rd  o f  
D ire c to r s  w ill ta k e  p la c e  at th e  an n u a l m e e tin g  
a s  w e ll! I f  y o u  w o u ld  l ik e  to se rv e  on th e  
b o a rd  o r  k n o w  o f  s o m e o n e  w h o  w o u ld  be a  
g o o d  c a n d id a te , p le a s e  c o n ta c t B u ck y  
C e n n e r le in  o r  a  m e m b e r  o f  the  b o a rd .

D o n ’t m is s  th is  o n e . R em em b e r— Ja n u a ry  
17. W e ’ll b e  s e n d in g  m o re  d e ta ils  so on  a n d  
in v i te  y o u r  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  th e  p la n n in g  &  
p a r t ic ip a t io n .

m a n a g e m e n t p ro g ram s  a re  n o t s ev e re ly  cu t. W e  
w ill n e e d  y o u r  h e lp  in  id e n t i fy in g  p rio r ity  is su e s , 
and  w e ’ll k e e p  y o u  in fo rm e d  o f  th e  p ro g re s s  m a d e  
o n  th e se  is s u e s  th ro u g h  o u r  n ew s le tte r . S tra te g ie s  
fo r  a c t io n  o n  is s u e s  w ill b e  d e v e lo p e d  in o u r 
w o rk in g  c o m m it te e s . P le a s e  take t im e  to r e v iew  
o u r  lis t o f  c o m m it te e s  a n d  v o lu n te e r  fo r o n e  tha t 
fits y o u r  in te re s ts  a n d  e x p e r ie n c e .

A n d  w h en  a c t io n  o n  le g is la tio n  is ca lled  fo r , 
w e ’ll b e  c a l l in g  o n  y o u  fo r  h e lp  P h o n e  c a lls  to  
y o u r  le g is la to r s  a n d  p u b l ic  o p io n io n  m e ssa g e s  a re  
tw o  e f f e c t iv e  m e a n s  o f  p ro v id in g  th a t h e lp . A f te r  
th e  s e s s io n  b e g in s , a  l is t  o f  le g is la to rs , th e ir 
c o m m it te e  a s s ig n m e n ts  a n d  J u n e a u  o ffice  n u m b e rs  
w ill b e  a v a i la b le  f ro m  th e  L e g is la t iv e  In fo rm a tio n  
O ff ic e s  lo c a te d  th ro u g h o u t th e  s ta te  (th e  A n c h o ra g e  
o ff ic e  is a t 1024 W e s t S ix th  A v en u e , p h on e : 2 78 - 
3 6 6 8 .)

N o w , m o re  th a n  e v e r  b e fo re , w e c an  h av e  
m a jo r  im p a c t o n  r e s o u rc e  m a n a g em e n t d e c is io n s  in  
A la sk a . H e lp  u s  o u t th is  c o m in g  y ear. G e t a c tiv e ! 
F lex  y o u r  p o li t ic a l  m u s c le s  a n d  he lp  u s en su re  th a t 
th e  v a s t re s o u rc e  w e a lth  o f  o u r  s ta te  is  w ise ly  
m a n a g e d  fo r  p re s e n t  a n d  fu tu re  g en e ra tio n s  o f  
A la sk a n s .



Vyv I

Name
M EM BERSH IP  FO R M

Address 
G ty
S ta te , Z ip  
P h e n e  (h ) (w ).
I w a n t to  jo in  W ild l if e  F e d e ra t io n  o f  A la s k a

 Regular Member
 Supporting Member
 Sustaining Member

I am interested in helping on: 
. Fish and wildlife conservation 
Kenai Peninsula 
Fund Development

 Youth and Education
 Newsletter
 Media /  Public Relations

W ild l ife  F e d e ra t io n  o f  A la sk a  
P . O . B o x  103782 
A n c h o ra g e , A la sk a  9 95 10  
P h o n e : (9 0 7 ) 278 -3 420

Mail to:

S 15.00 
$ 50.00 

S 100.00

Public Lands 
Legal
Membership sendees

What are your Recreational/Sporting c  other in terests?..

IMPORTANT DATES
O c t  2 9 — W i l l o w  C o m m u n it y  C e n t e r . 7  p m . P u b l ic  m e e t in g  
o n  K a s h w it n a  For estry  R o a d .  R e v ie w  o f  p la n s  b y  D . N . R . ,  
D i v i s i o n  o f  For estry  r ig h t  o f  w a y  a p p l ic a t io n  thct in c lu d e s  
a b r id g e  o v e r  W i l l o w  C r e e k  in  H a t c h e T  P a s s . P u b l ic  
c o m m e n t s  a n d  q u e s t io n s  m a y  a ls o  b e  m a d e  in  w r it in g  b y  
th is  d a le .  C o n t a c t  S a n d r a  C o s c n t in o ,  N . R .  O f f ic e r , P . O .
B o x  8 7 4 0 0 8 , W a s i l la ,  A K  9 9 6 8 7 .

N o v .  4— S T A T E W I D E  E L E C T I O N S — R E M E M B E R  T O  V O T E .

N o v .  5— A r m y  C o r p s  o f  E n g in e e r s  P u b l ic  H e a r in g — S h ip  
C r e e k  f i l l  p e r m it— F a ir v ie w  C o m m u n it y  C e n t e r , 7  p m .

N o v .  1 2 — P u b l ic  L a n d s  C o m m it t e e  m e e t in g — 4 :3 0  p m  
D a m e s  &  M o o r e  c o n fe r e n c e  r o o m , 5 7 6 1  S ilv e r a d o  W a y .

N o v .  1 3 — Y o u t h  &  E d u c a t io n  C o m m i u c e  
m e e t in g — U . S . F . W . S .  c o n fe r e n c e  r o o m , first f lo o r , 5 :0 0  
p m .

D e c .  1 0 — P u b l ic  L a n d s  C o m m it t e e  m e e t in g — 4 :3 0  D a m e s  &  
M o o r e  c o n fe r e n c e  r o o m , 5 7 6 1  S i lv e r a d o  W a y .

D e c .  1 1 — Y o u t h  &■ E d u c a t io n  C o m m it t e e  
m e e t in g — U . S . F . W . S .  c o n fe r e n c e  r o o m , first f lo o r , 5 :0 0  
p m .

J a n . 1 7 — W F A  A N N U A L  M E E T I N G

T H E  U R B A N  
E N V I R O N M E N T

SURVIVING AND THRIVING 
IN ALASKA'S CITIES,
TOWNS AND VILLAGES
A Conference by the 

ALASKA ENVIRONMENTAL 
ASSEMBLY

December 6 and 7 
Anchorage Community College 
Lucy Cuddy Center
Volunler Help Needed:
Worships OH 
Outdoor Education.
Wetlands. Community 
Aesthetics & more

For Information contact Natalie Hill at 274-3621

W ild l i f e  F e d e ra t io n  o f  A la s k a  
P .O . B o x  103782  
A n c h o ra g e , A la s k a  9 9 5 1 0  
P h o n e : (9 0 7 ) 2 7 8 -3 4 2 0

BULK RATE 
IS  POSTAGE PAO 

PERUrT »5<3 
ANCHORAGE AK
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HAS BEEN  R E P H O T O G R A P H E D  

TO ASSURE L E G IB IL IT Y

0 2 - 5 7 6 ( 2 / 7 7 )
m e m — — —



S t u r g u l e w s k i :  " I  su ppo rt an  in te rn a t io n a l  
a g r e e m e n t  o n  th e  m a n a g e m e n t o f  th e  P o rc u p in e  

c a r ib o u  h e rd  a s  lo n g  as tha t a g r e e m e n t  d o e s  n o t 
re s t r ic t  th e  a b il i ty  o f  the  s a t e  to  m a n a g e  its  g am e . 
T h e  m a in  p ro b le m  cu rre n tly  f a c in g  th e  h e rd  is th e  
a lm o s t c o m p le te  la c k  o f  h a b ita t  p ro te c t io n  in 
C a n a d a  a t th is  t im e  and  th e  a g r e e m e n t  w o u ld  h e lp  
th is . T h e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  F ish  a n d  G am e  h a s  
in fo rm e d  m e  th a t c a re fu l d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  the a rc tic  
c o a s ta l  p la in , w ith  p ro p e r e n v ir o n m e n ta l  
s a fe g u a rd s , i s  n o t p re c lu d ed  by  t h e  s ta te ’s c u r re n t 
p o s i t io n . A s  g o v e rn o r  I w o u ld  a c t iv e ly  p u rs u e  th is  
a g re e m e n t a n d  its  im p le m e n ta t io n .”

C o w p e r :  “I s tro n g ly  su p p o r t b o th  th e  s ta te ’s 
p o s i t io n  a n d  th e  c o n c ep t o f  a n  in te rn a t io n a l 

a g re e m e n t o n  m a n a g em en t o f  t h e  P o rc u p in e  
C a r ib o u  H e rd . T h is  em e rg in g  t r e n d  tow a rd  
c o o p e ra t iv e  m a n a g em en t r e p r e s e n ts  a  p ro d u c tiv e , 
p o s i t iv e  a p p ro a c h  tow a rd  in te rn a t io n a l  r e s o u rc e  
m a n a g e m e n t .

T h e re  is  n o  o rg a n iz e d  o p p o s i t io n  w ith in  A la s k a  
to  th e  o f f ic ia l  s ta te  p o s itio n , c a l l in g  fo r  s tro n g  
h a b ita t  a n d  re s o u r c e  p ro te c tio n . I t s  p ro v is io n  w ill 
n o t  c o n f l ic t  w ith  fu tu re  d e v e lo p m e n t o n  th e  c o a s ta l 
p la in  o f  A N W R , n o r  w ill th e y  ‘lo c k  u p ’ lan d .
N o w  th a t th e  p ro b lem  w ith  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  
In .- 'r io r  h a s  b e e n  re so lv e d , i t  a p p e a r s  th a t the 
f e d e ra l p o s i t io n  re f le c ts  A la s k a ’s p o s i t io n , w ith  
h a b ita t  a n d  s u b s is te n c e  p ro te c tio n  p ro v is io n s  
in ta c t .”

Q u e s t i o n :  "During the 1986 legislative session, 
a bill establishing several recreational rivers un 

state land passed the House bui failed to pass the 

Senate. A  n u m b e r  of conservation a n d  

sportfishing organizations, including ihe Wildlife 

Federation of Alaska, supported this bill. The 

rivers n a m e d  in the bill represented s o m e  of the 

most important recreational fishing, floating, 

camping a n d  hunting opportunities in southcentral 

Alaska. After numerous hearings a n d  

compromises on the bill, certain groups 

(principally the Resource Development Council) 

while supporting protective classification for the 

rivers op posed legislative designation. W F A  

continues to feel strongly that legislative, 

designation is the appropriate final step in the 

process of assuring that the recreational values a n d  

public use of these important rivers not be lost over 

time. D o  y o u  support the establishment of state 

recreational rivers? Would y o u  propose 

recreational river legislation a n d  w o r k  for its 

passage? W h a t  other thoughts, if any, do  yo u have  I 
on this issue?"

S t u r g u l e w s k i :  “A s  c h a irm an  o f  th e  S e n a te  
R e s o u rc e s  C o m m itte e  I a c t iv e ly  s u p p o r te d  th e  

r e c  r iv e rs  b ill a n d  a s  g o v e rn o r w o u ld  in tro d u c e  o r

position on the agreement; and exactly what actions
you will take as governor on this issue."

C o w p e r :  “I su ppo rt l e g i s l a t iv e  d e s ig n a t io n  o f  
s ta te  rec rea tio n a l r iv e r s  a n d  w o u ld  c o n s id e r  

in t ro d u c in g  a b ill, i f  l e g is l a to r s  d o n ’t d o  so 
th em se lv e s . A la sk a ’s r e c r e a t io n a l  r iv e r s  a re  
im p o r ta n t to  re s id en ts  a n d  v is i to r s ,  a lik e . T h e  
s itu a t io n  o n  th e  K enai R iv e r  s h o u ld  be a le s so n  to  
u s  a b o u t th e  need  fo r s o u n d  m a n a g e m e n t o f  
re c re a t io n a l resou rces .

N o r thw a rd  e x p an s io n  o f  r e c re a t io n a l r iv e rs  w ill 
h e lp  ta k e  th e  p re ssu re  o f f  t h e  K e n s ' R iv e r , h e lp  
g u a rd  a g a in s t o v e r-u se  a n d  d e g r a d a t io n , and  
p ro v id e  v a lu ab le  re c re a t io n a l  re s o u rc e s  fo r  bo th  
r e s id e n ts  a n d  v is ito rs .”

Q u e s t io n :  "Water quality has been a major issue 
in recent years. Last session, the legislature 

narrowly passed a bill w h ic h wo ul d have 

we ak ene d state water quality standards. The bill 

w a s  ai me d at easing restrictions on placer miners.

It would have also created se-ious conflicts 

between the state and federal governments 

concerning responsibilities under the Clean Water 

Act. Governor Sheffield vetoed the bill. W h a t  d o  

yo u think of the current state water quality 

standards? Wh at of their enforcement? D o  you 

believe placer miners should be held to present 

standards or are current standards too restrictive for 

Alaska? Shoidd regulations be eased or mining 

practices be improved— w h i c h  w o ul d he your 

goal? W o u l d  you support or  resist changing the 

state water quality standards?"

S iu r g e le w s k i :  “C u rre n t s t a t e  w a te r  s ta n d a rd s  
im p o se  d rin k in g  w a te r  s t a n d a r d s  o n  a ll w a te rs  

o f  th e  s ta te . I d o n ’t b e l ie v e  th a t  th is  is r e a lis t ic . A s  
I h a v e  to ld  bo th  c o n s e rv a t io n  o rg a n iz a t io n s  a n d  th e  
m in e r s ’ a s so c ia tio n , I b e l ie v e  th e  m o s t a p p ro p r ia te  
e x c lu s iv e  u se  fo r som e s t r e a m s  is r e c re a t io n  an d  
fish  a n d  w ild l ife  h ab ita t a n d  th e  m o s t a p p ro p r ia te  
p rim a ry ' u se  fo r o th e r s t r e a m s  is  m in in g  o r  o th e r  
u se s .

I t d o e s n ’t m ake  sen se  to  r e q u i r e  a  m in e r  
o p e ra t in g  on  a  g lac ia l s t r e a m  to  re tu rn  w a te r  to  
d r in k in g  w a te r  q u a lity  n o r  d o e s  it m a k e  s e n se  to  
a l lo w  m in in g  on  a p rim e  r e c r e a t io n a l  s tre am . I 
b e l ie v e  b o th  th a t m in in g  p r a c t i c e s  s h o u ld  be 
im p ro v e d  a n d  tha t on s o m e  s t r e a m s , w a te r  q u a li ty  
s ta n d a rd s  sh ou ld  be c h a n g e d . I b e l ie v e  th a t w e 
n e ed  ra t io n a l law s on d ie  b o o k s  a n d  th a t th o se  law s  
s h o u ld  b e  e n fo rc e d .”

o w p e r :  “ I th ink  the  s t a t e ’ s c u i r e n t  w a te r  
q u a li ty  s ta nd a rd s  a re  a p p ro p r ia te  f o r  w a te rw a y s  

th a t p ro v id e  d rin k in g  w a te r  f o r  d o w n s tr e am  users* 
fo r  e s s e n tia l sp aw n ing  g r o u n d s  a n d  fo r  c e r ta in

please turn to p a g e  4

support the introduction and passage of a rec rivers
bill. I have a very strong record of support for
legislation of interest to the outdoor community.”
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W F A  Questions 
Sturgulewski &  Cowper

c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  3 ... 
r e c re a t io n  u s e s . I th in k  the s ta te  s h o u ld  b e  s ite - 
s p e c if ic  w ith  i ts  w a te r  q u a lity  s ta n d a r d s — h ig h e r  
s ta n d a rd s  fo r  th o s e  pu rposes; l o w e r  in  r iv e r s  an d  
s t r e am s  le s s  im p o r ta n t to  d o w n s t r e a m  u se rs .

I b e l ie v e  p la c e r  m iners h av e  a  le g i t im a te  g rip e  
a b o u t  in c o n s is te n t  an d  se le c tiv e  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  o u r  
w a te r  q u a li ty  s ta nd a rd s . T h ey  d e s e r v e  f a i rn e s s  
a n d  c o n s is te n c y , and  I d o n ’t th in k  t h e y ’v e  h a d  it.
In  a n y  c a s e , w e  sh ou ld  ce rta in ly  c o n t i n u e  e f fo r ts  to  
im p ro v e  m in in g  te chn iq u es to  r e d u c e  d e g ra d a t io n  
o f  w a te r  q u a l i ty .”

Q u e s t i o n :  " W h a t  have you d o n e  to expedite 
environmintally safe, cost effective hazardous 

waste disposal in Alaska? W h a t  d o  y o u  intend to 

do further o n  this issue?"

S t u r g u l e w s k i :  ‘‘I have a s tro n g  r e c o r d  o f  
s u p p o r t  fo r  le g is la tio n  d e a lin g  w i t h  d ie  g ro w in g  

p ro b lem  o f  h a z a rd o u s  w aste. M o s t  r e c e n t ly , as 
c h a i rm a n  o f  th e  S e n a te  R e so u rc e s  C o m m i t t e e ,  I 
in t ro d u c e d  S B  375 , w h ich  e s t a b l i s h e d  p ro c e d u re s  
a n d  fu n d in g  fo r  h a z a rd o u s  w a s te  a n d  o il sp il l 
c le a n u p s . T h is  w a s  an  iden tica l S e n a t e  c o m p a n io n  
to  H B  470 . T h a t  b ill b ecam e law  a n d  to g e th e r  w ith  
th e  o m n ib u s  h a z a rd o u s  w aste a c t  w h ic h  w a s  
in tro d u c e d  b y  th e  S en a te  R e so u rc e s  C o m m it te e  in  
1984 w h e n  I w a s  a m em be r, fo rm s  t h e  b o d y  o f  
A la s k a ’s e f f e c t iv e  h aza rdou s w a s te  la w .

A s  g o v e rn o r  I w ill c on tin u e  to  w o r k  to  d e a l 
w ith  th e  g ro w in g  p ro b lem  o f  h a z a r d o u s  w a s te  in 
A la sk a . A s  p r io r i t ie s , I feel th e  i s s u e s  o f  d is p o s a l 
s ite s , sm a l l  g e n e ra to r s  o f  h a z a rd o u s  w a s te ,  
g ro u n d w a te r  p ro te c tio n , ad equ a te  f u n d in g  fo r  D E C  
e f fo r ts , a n d  w o rk in g  w ith  the f e d e r a l  g o v e rn m e n t 
to  e s ta b li s h  e n fo rc e a b le  p o lic ie s  m u s t  b e  p r io r i t ie s .”

C o w p e r :  “W h e n  I served  in  th e  s t a t e  H o u se , 
h a z a rd o u s  w a s te  d ispo sa l h ad  n o t  y e t  b e c o m e  

an  is su e . I s u p p o r t s ta te  a s su m p tio n  o f  th e  fe d e ra l 
p e rm it p r o g r a m  fo r  h aza rdou s w a s te  s to r a g e , 
t r a n s p o r ta t io n  a n d  d isp o sa l. A s g o v e r n o r ,  I w ill 
w a n t to  r e v ie w  th e  reg u la tio n s  b e in g  d e v e lo p e d  by  
D E C , to  m a k e  s u re  th a t they a d e q u a te ly  a d d re s s  
p ro g ram  im p lem e n ta t io n  and the  s i t e - s e l e c t io n  
p ro c e s s . A lth o u g h  fu n d ing  lev e ls  f o r  a l l  s ta te  
p ro g r a m s  w ill  h a v e  to  be r e - e v a lu a te d  in  l ig h t o f  
r e v e n u e  d e c l in e s , I w o u ld  su ppo rt a  f u n d in g  lev e l 
su f f ic ie n t to  ru n  th e  p ro g ram .’’

J A Y  H A I R  VISITS 
A L A S K A — M E E T S  
W I T H  W F A  B O A R D

N W F  E x ecu tiv e  V ic e  P r e s id e n t  Jay  H a ir  p ay ed  a 
v is i t  to  A laska  r e c e n tly . J a y  tra v e le d  to  

A la sk a  th is  S ep tem be r w i th  le a d e r s  o f  n in e  o th e r 
n a t io n a l con se rv a tio n  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n ta l  
o rg a n iz a tio n s . T h e  “G ro u p  o f  10” a s  th e y  a re  o fte n  
r e f e re d  to  d o  n o t re p re se n t a  “ c o a lit io n  ” L e ad e rs  
f ro m  g ro u p s  such  as N W F , A u d u b o n , N a tu ra l 
R e so u rc e s  D efen se  C o u n c i l ,  W i ld e rn e s s  S o c ie ty  
a n d  th e  Iz a ak  W alton  L e a g u e  m e e t  p e r io d ic a l ly  to  
d is c u s s  is s u e s  o f  m u tua l c o n c e r n .  T h e  A la sk a  trip  
fo c u s e d  o n  severa l issu e s , i n c lu d in g  t im b e r h a rv e s t 
in  th e  T o n g a s s  N ation a l F o r e s t  a n d  th e  fu tu re  o f  the  
A rc tic  N a tio n a l W ild life  R e f u g e .  T h e  g ro u p  
tra v e le d  e x ten s iv e ly  an d  m e t  w i th  g o v e rnm en t 
o f f ic ia ls , c itiz e n  c o n s e rv a t io n is ts  and  
re p re s e n ta t iv e s  o f  indu s try .

W h ile  in  A ncho rag e , J a y  H a i r  to o k  tim e to m ee t 
w ith  th e  b o a rd  o f  W FA . B o a r d  m em b e rs  m a d e  a 
p re s e n ta tio n  o n  the a c t iv i t ie s  o f  o u r  a ff ilia te  an d  a 
n u m b e r  o f  k e y  issues w e re  d is c u s s e d ,  in c lu d in g  
th e  K e n a i R iv e r  M a n a g em e n t P la n , the  A rc tic  
N a t io n a l W ild l ife  R e fu g e , t h e  U .S ./C a n a d a  
P o rc u p in e  c a r ib o u  herd a g r e e m e n t ,  a n d  the  is su e  o f  
A rc t ic  n e s tin g  geese  on th e  Y u k o n  D e lta , A lso  
d is c u s s e d  w e re  the c o n s e rv a t io n  e d u c a tio n  e ffo r ts  
b eg u n  b y  W FA  du ring  th e  p a s t  y e a r . I t ’s fa ir  to  
say  th a t J a y  w a s  m uch im p r e s s e d  w ith  W F A 's  
p ro g re s s  o v e r  the past y e a r . B e c a u s e  o f  o u r 
e f fo r ts , th e  b o a rd  o f  N W F  i s  lo o k in g  to  m a k e  a 
m a jo r  c o m m itm en t to A la s k a  i n  th e  c om in g  y ea r.

S ta y  tu n e d  fo r good th in g s  to  c om e . L e t 's  ju s t  
ay  th a t w e ’ve already  m a d e  o u r  m a rk — on  the 

is s u e s  a n d  w ith  the N a tio n a l W i ld l i f e  F ed e ra tio n . 
Y o u  c a n  f e d  good  abou t y o u r  m e m b e rs h ip . I t ’s 
a lre a d y  s ta r tin g  to pay d iv id e n d s .
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In  fh is  i s s u e  o f  Tracks, w e  fe a tu re  the r e s p o n s e s  
o f  A la s k a ’s tw o  m a jo r  g u b e rn a to ria l c a n d id a te s  

to  q u e s t io n s  w e  p o s e d  o n  im p o r ta n t c o n s e rv a t io n  
is s u e s . T h is  is  ju s t  a  s ta r t f o r  u s and , w e h o p e ,  fo r  
o u r  m e m b e rs . E le c t io n  t im e  is fa s t a p p ro a c h in g . 
T h e  s ta te  le g is la tu r e  c o n v e n e s  in  Janua ry . T h e  y e a r  
a h e a d  h o ld s  m a n y  o p p o r tu n it ie s  fo r p o li tic a l 
a c t iv ism .

I t  is  v i ta l  th a t w e  b e c o m e  in v o lv ed  in  le g is la t iv e  
d e c is io n s  a n d  a c t io n s  th a t in f lu e n c e  how  A l a s k a ’s 
r e s o u r c e s  a rc  m a n a g e d . In  th is  e ra  o f  fe d e ra l 
g o v e rn m e n t d e c e n t r a l iz a t io n , m o re  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  
fo r  d e c is io n s  c r i t ic a l  to  w ild l if e  and  the ir h a b i t a t s  
h a s  fa l le n  to  s ta te  a n d  lo c a l g o ve rnm en ts . M a jo r  
f e d e ra l e n v ir o n m e n ta l  p ro g ram s  such  as th e  C le a n  
W a te r , C le a n  A ir  a n d  E n d a n g e re d  S p ec ie s  a c t s ,  a re  
b e in g  tu rn e d  o v e r  to  th e  s ta te s  to  
a d m in is te r— w ith in  f e d e r a l ly  e s tab lish ed  
g u id e l in e s— an d  s ta te s  a re  b e c o m in g  m o re  a s s e r t iv e  
a n d  in d e p e n d e n t . D e c is io n s  m ad e  a t s ta te  le v e l s  a re  
b e c o m in g  m o re  a n d  m o re  im p o rta n t.

T h is  is  p a r t ic u la r ly  t ru e  in  A la sk a  w h e re  o u r  
n a tu ra l r e s o u r c e s  h e r i ta g e  is  u n eq u a le d  in th e  
c o u n try , p e rh a p s  th e  w o r ld . A n d  y e t o u r s p a r s e  
p o p u la t io n  m e a n s  e a c h  v o te r  h a s  a s tro n g e r v o ic e .  
P u b l ic  o f f ic ia ls  in  A la s k a  o u t o f  n ecess ity  te n d  to  
p a y  m o re  a t te n t io n  to  in d iv id u a l c o n s ti tu en ts . 
L o c a l iz a t io n  o f  p o li t ic a l  p o w e r  g iv e s  us an 
o p p o r tu n ity  (a n d  a r e s p o n s ib i l i ty )  to  in f lu en ce  
m a jo r  c o n s e rv a t io n  law s  a n d  p ro g ram s  in A la s k a .

A s  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  W ild l if e  F ede ra tio n  o f  
A la s k a , y o u  c a n  b e g in  e x e rc is in g  y o u r in f lu e n c e  by  
c a r e fu l ly  r e v iew in g  th e  c a n d id a te s ’ re sp o n se s  in  
th is  n ew s le t te r . A n d  i f  y o u  h a v e  qu e s tio n s w e  
h a v e n ’t a s k e d , c a ll o r  w r i te  th e  c an d id a te s  a t  th e i r  
c a m p a ig n  h e a d q u a r te r s :

Sieve Cowper Arliss Sturgulewski
Cowper for Governor Sturgulewski Miller Campaign
2605 Denali Street 4417 Oid Seward Highway
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 Anchorage, Alaska 99503 
(907) 276-1150 (907) 562-4123

T a k e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  th e  o p p o r tu n it ie s  o f fe r e d  to  
m e e t  c a n d id a te s  fo r g o v e rn o r  a n d  fo r y ou r h o u s e  
a n d  s e n a te  s e a ts . B e  re a d y  to  a sk  tough  
q u e s t i o n :  - r e m e m b e r ,  th e se  p e o p le  are 
c a m p a ig n in g  to  work for you. A n d  m ost 
im p o r ta n t ly ,  o n c e  y o u  h a v e  b e c o m e  in fo rm ed , 
V O T E  O N  N O V E M B E R  4!

D u r in g  th e  u p c o m in g  le g is la tiv e  session  w e , a s  
y o u r  b o a rd  o f  d ir e c to r s , w ill b e  lo b b y in g  on  a  
n u m b e r  o f  c o n s e rv a t io n  is su e s , in c lu d in g  the 
p a s s a g e  o f  th e  r e c  r iv e r s  b ill a n d  assu rin g  tn a t 
b u d g e ts  fo r  im p o r ta n t w ild l if e  a n d  h ab ita t

A N N U A L  M E E T I N G  D A T E  
SET— THIS O N E  Y O U  D O N ’T  
W A N T  T O  MISS

ST O P ! D o n ’t m a k e  a n o th e r  m o v e  u n til y o u  
m a rk  J a n u a ry  17 d o w n  on  y o u r c a l e n d a r .
T h a t 's  th e  d a te  o f  th e  W F A  a n n u a l m e e tin g , 
d in n e r , a n d  c o n s e rv a t io n  e x t r a v a g a n z a  y ou  
w o n ’t w a n t to  m is s . L a s t y e a r ’s w a s  fun  w ith  
g o od  f r ie n d s , g o o d  w in e , a fish  a n d  g am e  
d in n e r  th a t c o u ld n ’t b e  b ea t, a n d  s o m e  g rea t 
d o o r  p r iz e s  (I d ro o le d  o v e r the fly  r o d ,  th e  
d e c o y s , a n d  the  a r t  p r in ts ) . B u t th i s  y e a r  is 
g o in g  to  b e  e v e n  b e tte r . In fac t, i t ’s  g o in g  to  b e  
so  g o o d , th a t J a y  H a ir , e x e c u tiv e  v ic e  p re s id e n t 
o f  N W F  is  c o m in g  a ll th e  w ay  f ro m  
W a sh in g to n , D .C . to  a n e n d . O u r p a r e n t  
o rg a n iz a t io n , N W F , is th e  la rg e s t c o n s e rv a t io n  
o rg a n iz a tio n  in  d ie  w o rld , w ith  4 .6  m i l l io n  
m em b e rs . T h e  c h a n c e  to  m e e t a n d  ta lk  w ith  
Jay  w ill o n ly  b e  o n e  o f  th e  h ig n l ig n ts  o f  a  g re a t 
e v e n in g — th e re  a re  som e  o th e r r e a l ly  e x c i t in g  
th in g s  s h a p in g  up . E le c tio n  o f  th e  B o a r d  o f  
D ire c to rs  w ill ta k e  p la c e  at the a n n u a l  m e e tin g  
a s  w e ll! I f  y o u  w o u ld  lik e  to  se rv e  o n  the  
b o a rd  o r  k n ow ’ o f  s o m e o n e  w ho  w o u ld  be a 
g o od  c a n d id a te , p le a s e  c o n ta c t B u c k y  
D e n n e r le in  o r  a  m e m b e r  o f  the b o a rd .

D o n ’t m is s  th is  o n e . R em em b e r— Jan u a ry  
17. W e ’ll b e  s e n d in g  m o re  d e ta ils  s o o n  and  
in v ite  y o u r  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  the p la n n in g  &  
p a r t ic ip a t io n .

m a n a g e m e n t p ro g r a m s  a re  n o t s e v e re ly  c u t . W e  
w ill n e ed  y o u r  h e lp  in  id e n tify in g  p r io r i ty  is su e s , 
a n d  w e ’ll k e e p  y o u  in f o n n e d  o f  the p ro g r e s s  m a d e  
o n  th e se  is s u e s  th ro u g h  o u r  n ew s le n e r . S tra te g ie s  
fo r  a c t io n  on  is s u e s  w ill  b e  d e v e lo p e d  in  o u r 
w o rk in g  c o m m it te e s . P le a s e  tak e  t im e  to  re v iew  
o u r  lis t o f  c o m m it te e s  a n d  v o lu n te e r f o r  o n e  tha t 
fits  y o u r  in te r e s ts  a n d  ex p e r ie n c e .

A n d  w h en  a c t io n  o n  leg is la tio n  is c a l l e d  for. 
w e ’ll b e  c a l l in g  on  y o u  fo r h e lp . P h o n e  c a l l s  to 
y o u r  le g is la to r s  a n d  p u b l ic  o p io n io n  m e s s a g e s  a re  
tw o  e f f e c t iv e  m e a n s  o f  p ro v id in g  tha t h e lp . A f te r  
th e  s e s s io n  b e g in s , a  l is t  o f  leg is la to rs , th e i r  
c o m m it te e  a s s ig n m e n ts  and  Ju n eau  o f f ic e  n u m b e rs  
w ill b e  a v a i la b le  f ro m  th e  L eg is la tiv e  In fo rm a tio n  
O ff ic e s  lo c a te d  t li ro u g h o u t the  s ta te  ( th e  A n c h o ra g e  
o f f ic e  is a t 1024 W e s t  S ix th  A v en u e , p h o n e :  278- 
3668 .)

N ow , m o re  th a n  e v e r  b e fo re , we c a n  h a v e  
m a jo r  im p a c t o n  re s o u rc e  m an a g em en t d e c is io n s  in  
A la sk a . H e lp  u s  o u t th is  c o m in g  year. G e t  ac tiv e ! 
F le x  y o u r  p o li t ic a l  m u s c le s  an d  help  u s  e n s u r e  th a t 
th e  v a s t r e s o u rc e  w e a l th  o f  o u r  s ta te  is w is e ly  
m a n a g e d  fo r  p re s e n t  a n d  fu tu re  g e n e ra t io n s  o f  
A la sk a n s .
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1 w a n t to  jo in  W ild l ife  F e d e ra t io n  o f  A la sk a
 Regular Member
 Supporting Member
 Sustaining Member

1 am interested in helping on: 
Fish and wildlife conservation 
Kenai Peninsula 
Fund Development

 Youth and Education
 Newsletter
 Media /  Public Relations

M a il to :
W ild l if e  F e d e ra t io n  o f  A la sk a  
P . 0 .  B o x  103782 
A n c h o ra g e , A la s k a  9 9 5 10  
Dh o n e : (907 ) 2 7 8 -3 4 2 0

S 15.00 
S 50.00 
S 100.00

Public Lands 
Legal
Membership services

What are your Recreational/Sporting or other interests?_

IMPORTANT DATES
O c t  2 9 — W i l l o w  C o m m u n it y  C e n t e r , 7  p m .  P u b l ic  m e e t in g  
o n  K a s h w it n a  For estry  R o a d .  R e v ie w  o f  p la n s  b y  D . N . R  , 
D iv is io n  o f  For estry  r ig h t  o f  w a y  s f p l ic a t io n  that in c lu d e s  
a b r id g e  o v e r  W i l l o w  C r e e k  in  H a t c h e r  P a s s . P u b l ic  
c o m m e n t s  a n d  q u e s t io n s  m a y  a ls o  b e  m a d e  in  w r it in g  b y  
th is  d a te . C o n t a c t  S a n d r a  C o s e n t in o ,  N . R .  O f f ic e r , P . O .
B o x  8 7 4 0 0 8 , W a s i l la ,  A K  9 9 6 8 7 .

N o v .  4— S T A T E W I D E  E L E C T I O N S — R E M E M B E R  T O  V O T E

N o v .  5— A r m y  C o r p s  o f  E n g in e e r s  P u b l ic  H e a r in g — S h ip  
C r e e k  f il l  p e r m it— F a ir v ie w  C o m m u n it y  C e n t e r , 7  p m .

N o v .  1 2 — P u b l ic  L a n d s  C o m m it t e e  m e e t in g —  ;3 0  p m  
D a m e s  &  M o o r e  c o n fe r e n c e  r o o m , 5 7 6 1  S ilv e r a d o  W a y .

N o v .  1 3 — Y o u t h  &  E d u c a t io n  C o m m it t e e
m e e t in g — U . S . F . W . S .  c o n fe r e n c e  r o o m , first f lo o r , 5 :0 0
p m .

D e c . 1 0 — P u b l ic  L a n d s  C o m m it t e e  m e e t in g — 4 :3 0  D a m e s  Sc 
M o o r e  c o n fe r e n c e  r o o m . 5 7 6 1  S i lv e r a d o  W a y .

D e c . 1 1 — Y o u t h  &  E d u c a t io n  C o m m it t e e
m e e t in g — U . S . F . W . S .  c o n fe r e n c e  r o o m , first f lo o r , 5 .0 0
p m .

J a n . 1 7 — W F A  A N N U A L  M E E T I N G

T H E  U R B A N  
E N V I R O N M E N T

SURVIVING AND THRIVING 
IN ALASKA'S CITIES,
TOWNS AND VILLAGES
A Conference by the 

ALASKA ENVIRONMENTAL 

ASSEMBLY

December 6 and 7 
Anchorage Community College 
Lucy Cuddy Center
Volunter H«ip I >d«d:

Wo*viv*ops on 
Ou’dooi Education.
Weltuods. Community 
A«SlH«|icS & mo»o

For information contact Natalie Hill at 274-3621
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COMMITTEE REPORT 
HOUSE

FURTHER:

4/12/85

Date:

CHAIRMAN

The Committee on FINANCE  ^as ^ad HB 93

"An Act establishing a system of recreation rivers; and providing for an 
effective date."

under consideration and recommends:

[ ] do pass [ ] do not pass

[ ] do pass with attached amendments(s)L j  u u  w i u m  a u a ^ i i c u  a i i i c i i u i n c i i  i d  \  d  /  \

[^0 replace with CS for R> 0 3  ( k!)__________[ ] nelTtitle8

and recommends __________

[ ] AND attaches a "Letter of Intent" [ ] New Fiscal Note
[ V ]  Zero Fiscal Note At 

[ ] reports it back without recommendation'

[ ] referred to t h e _____________________________________ Committee

MEMBERS SIGNING MEMBERS HAVING
OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS
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The recreation rivers bill has one main objective: to 
preserve high-u.se, valuable recreation lands in 
southcentral Alaska.

The protection of these rivers makes sense from ■several 
points-of-view, which explains why so many user groups and 
agencies have supported the idea.

1) The recreation use is high. Alaskans go out and
boat, fish, and hunt on these rivers.

2) The Kenai River situation, fixed retroactively,
shows that we need to prepare for recr .ation use 
rather than react too late. ~

3) Recreation use can be economical 1y important. It
provides steady jobs in an expanding part of the 
economy.

4) The State owns these corridors now and can set them
aside whole, now, instead of waiting and diluting 
the value of the corridors after land di -posals 
have happened.

Many states protect special river corridors. This proposed 
recreation river system recognizes special values important 
to Alaskans: multiple use, consistent with river ~~
protection; hunting, boating, and fishing; and quality of 
the recreation expei ience for Alaskans, who go-outdoors at 
twice the national .verage. Oil and gas ex p1 or at i on and 
production could occur in these areas, Ey* directional 
drilling, for instance.

The recreation rivers idea has been around a long time. All 
the rivers (except the Little Su> were recommended far 
legislative designation in the Susitna Area Plan,, adopted in 
1983 by the State (DNR and r-DF?<G) and the Borough. In the 
three-year planning process, many members of the public 
urged protection of these rivers. (Protection of the Little 
Susitna was recommended in the 1982 Willow Subbasin Plan.) 
The? Susitna Area Plan specifically states that the first 
priori tv for legislative designations in the 1.5-mi I iTon 
acres area is recreation rivers.

"These areas are very high priority for legislative 
designation. They are extremely valuable to the 
region's economy and environment. These streams and 
rivers are extremely heavily used by the public for 
fishing, floating and boating, transportation, and 
public access to hunting and recreation sites. They 
attract people from across the nat.ion as well as Alaska 
residents, and t h e _ m o n e v s p e.n t on t ran sport at i on and 
river-based recreation is an important source of local



income. All -five of these waterways are anadromous 
■fish streams, supporting populations of king, silver, 
pink, red, and chum salmon, as well as resident fish 
papulations. In aodition to supporting sport fishing, 
these stream are major contributors to the Cook Inlet 
commercial salm^on fishery. he riparian habitat is 
also "essential for sustenance of mammalian populations. 
Mo q s eT~winter range along the rivers is particularly 
iffip-Drtant"

Special management of these state-owned riverways will 
benefit Alaska sportsmen, recreation users, and businesses, 
and will fulfill the legitimate objectives of the Susitna 
A'-ea Plan.. It should be a motherhood issue.

Tha^fiscal note^js probably a bit inflated, but in these 
difficuTt~tTmes it’s not surprising that the hardest-hit 
agency of all is asking for some money.

Tie fiscal note can be reduced to zero, without damaging the 
bill, bv making a couple of changes.

For instance, we can remove the current three-year deadline 
for instream flowVeservations in proposed 41.25.210(b) and 
can expect that instream flow determinations and 
adjudications will be careful but general on these rivers.
We don’t need a whole squad of scientists to go out and 
investigate the water needs and uses of each individual 
biological organism on these rivers. In fact, “the instream 
flow law has never_b§en_i;_mQl_emented in Alaska. These rivers 
would be good models for implementing the law sensibly and 
inexpensively within the agency’s regular program. If we 
don’t start reserving instream flow in such cases as the 

\ recreation rivers, where major conflicts don’t yet exist, we 
might find ourselves reacting to difficult, expensive 
situations later.

As far as the planning requirements. I’m willing to see most 
of these plans deferred. They can be done on a lower budget 
and within the agency’s usual planning program. I don’t 
believe that each river needs a full-blown management plan 
on the lines of a Hatcher Pass plan. In fact, that would be 
wasteful. Over the next few years, the department needs to

IAT\ do a Little Susitna River plan —  the others might be able
1̂  ,2 to wait. So I would be able to live with the idea of , .

rt \14t vJir extend 1 ng the deadlines^in Section Three- of the bill. P(Wxdpb.
'il  ̂ f>/cuv> on rW(A4 ( kutjwsc. f] uu) uQ&thu' fy tust Thu. fa'li pa44&>..

(//' i'i/*/ The new federal sportfishing dollars available to the state
M s  J r / J  sincfe last year might be valuable for managing, planning,

I j t/J) v and building facilities on these rivers. They are important
® ' rivers and I’m not sure that anyone’s investigated the

possibility of substituting these federal dollars for state 
dollars shown on DNR’s fiscal note,,
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It is the intent of the Legislature to affirm that 
CFAB was established to serve and enhance the 
participation of Alaskans and Alaska-owned entities in 
the commercial fishing and agriculture industries, and 
it is the further intent that during periods or on 
occasions in which the availability to CFAB of 
loanable funds is limited or constrained in any way 
CFAB shall ensure that the financing needs of eligible 
and credit-worthy Alaskans and Alaskan-owned entities 
are fully met prior to the granting of credit for any 
purposes to non-Alaskan applicants.

It is the intent of the legislature that financing from 
CFAB should not be used to enable a shore-based processor 
to close its shore-based plant and move its processing 
operation offshore to a floating processor operation.

Representative Adelheid Herrmann 
Co-Chair, House Resources Committee 
April 30, 1987

J v —  C i r c r '
   -------------------------
Representative Sam Cotten
Co-Chair, House Resources Committee
April 30, 1987
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It is the intent of the Legislature to affirm that 
CFAB was established to serve and enhance the 
participation of Alaskans and Alaska-owned entities in 
the commercial fishing and agriculture industries, and 
it is the further intent that during periods or on 
occasions in which the availability to CFAB of 
loanable funds is limited or constrained in any way 
CFAB shall ensure that the financing needs of eligible 
and credit-worthy Alaskans and Alaskan-owned entities 
are fully met prior to the granting of credit for any 
purposes to non-Alaskan applicants.

It is the intent of the legislature that financing from 
CFAB should not be used to enable a shore-based processor 
to close its shore-based plant and move its processing 
operation offshore to a floating processor operation.

Co-Chair, House Resources Committee 
April 30, 1987

Representative Sam Cotten
Co-Chair, House Resources Committee
April 30, 1987



Amendment to House Bill 105

On page 1

on line 28 delete "if" and insert: "for"

on line 29 after "harvester" insert: "that"
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House Resources Committee Letter of Intent for
House Bill 105 

An Act Relating to the

It is the intent of the legislature that CFAB shall manage its 
lending activities so as give priority to Alaskan borrowers.

It is further the intent of the legislature that in order to 
make a loan to a fish processing company CFAB must ensure 
that the applicant:

1) currently has a shore-based facility in operation, or

2) that the loan would enable a shore-based plant to 
operate.

While CFAB may make loans to applicants that have both 
shore-based and associated floating processing facilities it 
is the intent of the legislature that proceeds from the loan 
be used for capital requirements or operating expenses of the 
shore-based facility.

Representative Adelheid Herrmann 
Co-chair, House Resources Committee 
March 30, 1987



UNITED FISHERMEN OF ALASKA

Jack Cadigan
Executive D irector 

907-586-2820 
1-800-478-FISH

UNITED FISHERMEN OF ALASKA

RESOLUTION 87-8

WHEREAS the Commercial Fishing and Agriculture Bank (CFAB) was 
created by the Alaska Legislature for the purposes of providing sources 
of credit for Alaskan fishing businesses and encouraging the harvesting, 
processing and marketing of underutilized fish species as well as the 
technological development necessary to accomplish this; and .

WHEREAS CFAB, a private sector lending cooperative, has its cost 
of doing business shared by all of its member-borrowers by the interest 
and loan fees they pay; and

WHEREAS the ability of CFAB to have access to the broadest market 
of potential borrowers within the fishing industry is necessary for it 
to have the greatest earnings potential, which translates into lower 
interest rates for its members; and

WHEREAS CFAB is restricted by statute from lending to seafood 
processors that are not beneficially owned by a majority interest of 
Alaska residents; and

WHEREAS the majority of long established, financially strong Alaska 
seafood processors do not meet this criterion; and

WHEREAS this category of seafood processors represents a potential 
market for CFAB that offers the possibility of lower losses and greater 
earnings; and

WHEREAS the Alaska seafood industry is in great need of capital 
investments in modern processing and marketing facilities that will 
serve to enhance the quality and value of its seafood products; and

WHEREAS all segments of the Alaska seafood industry will benefit 
from increased investment in the seafood processing industry that will 
provide more jobs for Alaskan workers and more market opportunities for 
Alaskan fishermen;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the United Fishermen of Alaska 
requests the Alaska Legislature to consider favorably Senate Bill 9 and 
House Bill 105, either of which will amend the statutes defining CFAB's 
lending authority so as to permit it to make loans to corporations

Senate Building Su ite J06 175 S. Franklin Street Juneau, A laska 99801



Resolution 87-8

beneficially owned by a majority interest of United States residents 
engaged in the processing and marketing of seafood products for the 
purpose of constructing or operating shore-side facilities within 
Alaska; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Senate Bill 8 also be favorably 
considered as a necessary act to eliminate unnecessary restrictions that 
prevent CFAB from properly serving the fishermen of Alaska,

Robert M. Blake 
President

/  '  
D a t e



Background on CFAB/HB 105

Alaska Commercial Fishing and Agriiulture Bank (CFAB) was created in 1978 by 
the Alaska State Legislature. Its purpose is to provide a source of credit 
to the Alaska fishing and agriculture industries, with emphasis on the 
development and broadening of those industries.

CFAB is structured under its statute as a cooperative. A cooperative is a 
corporation whose stockholders and customers are the same individuals or 
entities. A cooperative is subject to the same busirass and financial 
considerations as any other corporation.

The State of Alaska provided an initial capital base to CFAB through the 
purchase of stock; the State presently owns $31.8 million of such stock.
CFAB's statute requires that the State stock be repurciiased within 20 years
from the original investment (1980).

CFAB has no organic, structural, operational, or financial relationship with 
the State except for the capital investment and that two of CFAB's seven 
directors are appointed by the Governor.

CFAB's lending ability is not limited to the amount of the State's 
investment. CFAB borrows additional funds at "market" rates and terms, 
pledging its loans and other assets as security. It re-lends those funds to
its borrower/owners at rates sufficient to cover its own interest costs, its
operating expenses, and to generate capital through earnings. CFAB's 
outstanding loans to Alaska fishermen and farmers reached a year-end peak of 
nearly $104 million at December 31, 1983, and had other assets of about $19 
million; a total nearly $91 million greater than the State’s investment.

CFAB's borrowers become owners through a purchase of stock at the time of 
borrowing and through payment of interest at a level high enough to create 
retained earnings.

Under its statute, CFAB may lend money only to those individuals who are bona 
fide residents of Alaska. There appears to be no sound and reasonable 
argument against that limitation.

A vast majority of CFAB's loans are to individual fishermen (about 80 to 85
percent by number); most of them are to finance a vessel and/or are secured 
by a lien on a vessel. This appears to be CFAB's most "natural" market and 
the credit void which CFAB was most intended to fill.

Compared to almost any other type of commercial lending, financing fishing
vessels is extremely cumbersome and costly. Alaska geography adds
considerable costs. Those factors, in addition to the dangerous 
concentration of risk, make it extremely difficult for CFAB to maintain a 
focus on that market without charging interest rates which are unusually 
but .isome to its borrowers.

CFAB has attempted to balance its loan portfolio, and to moderate its total 
circumstances, through loans to corporations which process seafood and 
timber. Those loans tend to be relatively large, but do not require 
servicing costs to a comparable degree. They permit basic operating expenses 
to be spread over a larger volume of loan dollars, moderating the pressure on 
smaller individual borrowers.



11. CFAB's statute provides that it can only finance corporations of which the 
majority ownership and control rests with Alaska residents.

12. A recent survey disclosed that of 22 shorebased Alaska processors having 
annual sales in excess of $10 million, 17 are ineligible to borrow from CFAB 
by reason of ownership identity. CFAB has, or has had, lending relationships 
with four of the five others.

13. Statutory denial of eligibility by reason of ownership is inconsistent with 
the facts that these processing corporations own facilities in Alaska, pay 
local taxes in Alaska, provide employment to Alaskans, purchase and add value 
to Alaska seafoods, pay fish taxes to the State of Alaska, provide a 
competitive marketing environment for Alaska fishermen, and purchase supplies 
and services in Alaska. Interest paid on funds borrowed from CFAB (or any 
other Alaska entity) would be an additional and beneficial increment of 
Alaska seafoods proceeds within the Alaska economy.

14. While it is clear that the 1978 State Legislature intended to create an 
institution to serve Alaska interests exclusively, the requirement that the 
state investment be repurchased evidences the intent that CFAB be operated, 
and grow, on sound business principles. Removal of the statutory limitation 
with regard to shorebased processing corporatipns is consistent with the 
first intent and greatly enhances the opportunity for fulfillment of the 
second.

1026V
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Sectional Analysis of HB 105 relating to CFAB.

Section 1

This findings section describes the importance of 
Alaska shore-based fish processing and agricultural 
and timber processing and harvesting facilities to 
local communities.

Section 2

This section would allow the Commercial Fishing and 
Agriculture Bank (CFAB) to make loans to a shore-based 
fish
processor, a timber processor or harvester, or an 
agricultural processor or harvester located in Alaska 
provided the majority interest of the 
processor/harvester is owned by residents of the 
United States.

Under current law, CFAB may only lend to Alaska 
residents or corporations of which the majority 
ownership and control rests with Alaska residents.

* * * * *

Additional information on the need for the proposed 
statutory changes, prepared by CFAB, is attached.


