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l a n d i n g s ,  ! am ad aman t l y  oppos ed  t o  them.  I d o n ' t  s ee  any  ad van t a ge  t o  t he  
s t a t e  p a r k  f r om an economi c  s t a n d p o i n t  and I s e e  l o t s  o f  d i s a d v a n t a g e s .  
T h e y ' v e  o f f e r e d  us n o t h i n g  in p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  g o i ng  t o  do
a n y t h i n g  f o r  t h e  p a r k ,  i t ' s  a l ’ gimme,  gimme,  gimme,  p l u s  a l l  o f  t h e  o t h e r
t h i n g s  y o u ' v e  a l r e a d y  h e a r d  a b o u t ,  so  I 'm a d am an t l y  oppo s ed  t o  h e l i c o p t e r
l a n d i n g s  in t h e  p a r k .

Al  M e i n e r s . Thanks ,  Dave .  John Pe ck .

J ohn P e c k : I used t o  t a 1k a l o t ,  t o o ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  know wh e t h e r  I can o u t d o  you
t o n i g h t .  Hy name i s  John Pe ck .  I 'm a 17 y e a r  r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  E a g l e  R i v e r
a r e a .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  t a l k  on two t h i n g s ,  p r i m a r i l y  t h e  r e s o r t  d e v e l opmen t  and 
t h e  g r e e n b e l t ,  and i f  I have t ime  l e f t  I ' l l  make one  s h o r t  comment on h e l i c o p ­
t e r s .  In r e g a r d s  t o  t h e  s k i  r e s o r t ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t o  me t h a t  bo t h  f r om an
economi c  and an e n v i r o n m en t a l  s t a n d p o i n t ,  i t  seoms t o  be v e r y  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  
t he  E a g l e  R i v e r  V a l l e y  and t h e  m a s t e r  p l a n  o f  t h e  p a r k .  A l l  t h e  maps t h a t  
I ' v e  s e en ,  and a g a i n ,  t h i s  map on t h e  w a l l  t o n i g h t ,  shows t h a t  i t  d o e s n ' t
a p pe a r  t o  be i n f r i n g i n g  o r  even coming c l o s e  t o  any  o f  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a  o f  
t h e  p a r k  where  t h e r e  mi gh t  be a p r o b l em .  And l i k e  t h e  o t h e r  gen t l eman  s a i d  
e a r l i e r  t o n i g h t ,  mos t  o f  t h e  s k i  a r e a s  in N o r t h  Ame r i ca  o r  any  o f  them t h a t  
I ' v e  been t o  in No r t h  Ame r i c a ,  a r e  a l m o s t  a l l  in s t a t e  o r  n a t i o n a l  p a r k s  o r  
f o r e s t s .  Ve r y  f ew o f  them,  in f a c t  I d o n ' t  know any  t h a t  I ' v e  e v e r  been t o ,  
i s  on p r i v a t e  l a n d .  So ,  I f e e l  d e v e l o p i n g  s ome t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s  in o u r  s t a t e  
p a r k ,  on t he  f r i n g e s  whe r e  i t ' s  a l r e a d y  up a g a i n s t  t h e  edge  o f  one  o f  o u r  
c ommun i t i e s ,  and i t ' s  no t  r e a l l y  i n f r i n g i n g  upon w i l d e r n e s s ,  i t ' s  s ome th i ng  
t h a t  we can and s h o u l d  be d o i n g .  As f a r  a s  an e c onomi c  v i e w p o i n t ,  i t h i n k  t he  
Rogne r  de ve l o pmen t  company has r e a l l y  done t h e i r  homework .  E v e r y  h e a r i n g  t h a t  
I ' v e  been t o  t h a t  t h e y ' v e  made any p r o p o s a l s ,  ’ t  seems t o  be r e a l l y  up and 
above  bo a r d  and w e l l  t h ou g h t  o u t ,  much more t h o ug h t  o u t  t h en  a l o t  o f  p l a n s  
I ' v e  seen f r om a l o t  o f  o t h e r  p e o p l e  a t  d i f f e r e n t  h e a r i n g s  and t r y i n g  t o  
d e v e l o p  d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s .  T h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  p l a n  I am f o r .  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  
t h e  s t a t e  wou l d  i s s u e  a n o t i c e  a s k i n g  f o r  p e o p l e  t o  mo r e  o r  l e s s  submi t  t h e i r  
p r o p o s a l s  f o r  a l e a s e  o f  s k i  r e s o r t s  so  t h e r e  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  o t h e r  
c ompan i e s  wan t i n ' - L? make a l a s t  m i nu t e  p i t c h  and b e f o r e  I wou l d  s a y  I ' d  want  
a n o t h e r  company in t h e i r  I ' d  l i k e  t o  cee t h e i r  p r o p o s a l s  i n  a p u b l i c  h e a r i n g ,  
t o o ,  and go t h r ou g h  t h e  same t h i n g  t h a t  t h e  Rogne r  p e o p l e  a r e  g o i ng  t h r o u gh  
and show us what  t h e y  wou l d  p l a n  t o  do i f  t h e r e  was somebody t h a t  wanted t o  go 
t h r o u gh  t h a t  p r o c e s s .  I a l s o  f e e l  l i k e  t h e  s t a t e  s h o u l d  n o t  be d r a g g i n g  t h e i r  
f e e t  and muddying up t h e  w a t e r s  by chang i ng  t h e  r u l e s .  T h i s  man has gone
t h r o u g h  a l o t  and has s p en t  a l o t  o f  h i s  own money t o  d e v e l o p  h i s  m a s t e r  p l a n
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  r u l e s  t h a t  he was g i v e n  and i f  you go and change  t h e  r u l e s  in
t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  r o ad  I w o u l d n ' t  b l ame him i f  he j u s t  p i c k e d  up t he  r e s t  o f
h i s  c h i p s  and s a i d ,  "Hey ,  e n o ug h ' s  e n o u g h . "  I t h i n k  he wou l d  be t o t a l l y  
j u s t i f i e d .  T h a t ' s  ab ou t  a l l  I g o t  t o  s a y  a b o u t  t h e  s k i  r e s o r t .  About  t h e  
g r e e n b e l t ,  we s h o u l d  have done i t  20 y e a r s  a g o .  I wou l d  have  been r i d i n g  my 
b i k e  on i t  a l ong  t ime  ag o .  I t h i n k  we need b i k e  p a t h s  in i t ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  s ee  
b i k e  p a t h s  t h e  f u l l  l e n g t h  o f  i t  on bo t h  s i d e s .  I wou l d  l i k e  t o  see p a r k i n g  
in i t ,  but  r a t h e r  t han  two o r  t h r e e  l a r g e  p a r k i n g  a r e a s ,  I wou l d  r a t h e r  s e e  a 
l o t  o f  a c c e s s  p o i n t s  up and down bo t h  s i d e s  whe r e  you have  l e s s  p a r k i n g  and i t  
wou l d make l e s s  impact  on each i n d i v i d u a l  l i t t l e  i s o l a t e d  n e i g h b o r h o o d .  
I n s t e a d  o f  one  end o f  town t a k i n g  a l l  t he  abuse  o f  h a v i n g  hund r ed s  o f  c a r s  on 
a b u s y . . . coming i n t o  t h e i r  n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  l e t ' s  s c a t t e r  i t  o u t  i f  we can whe r e  
t h e r e  i s  maybe s i x ,  e i g h t  o r  t en  a c c e s s  p o i n t s  up and down t h e  s i d e s  where  you 
can g e t  in and o u t  o f  t h e  g r e e n b e l t  and I t h i n k  t h a t  s h o u l d  be done on bo t h
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s i d e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  on t h i s  s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r .  Okay ,  I ' l l  make i t  s h o r t  on t he  
h e l i c o p t e r s .  Dea t h  on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s ;  I t h i n k  i t s  a r e a l  s a f e t y  p r o b l em .  I 
wou l d  n o t  be oppos ed  t o  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  in an a r e a  away f r om  r e s i d e n t s  so 
we d o n ' t  have  t he  n o i s e  p r o b l em  and i f  a s e t  o f  r u l e s  t h a t  wou l d  be d e v e l o p e d  
f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  r u n n i ng  t he  h e l i c o p t e r  f l i g h t s  in r e g a r d s  t o  s a f e t y .  I f  s a f e t y  
p e r s o n n e l ,  t r a i n i n g  o f  t h e  s k i e r s ,  no t  g o i n g  in d u r i n g  h i gh  a v a l a n c h e  t im e s ,  
e t c . ,  e t c . ,  e t c .  I t h i n k  i t  s h o u l d  be v e r y  s t r i c t ,  v e r y  r i g i d ’ and no s econd 
c h a n c e s .

Al  M e i n e r s : T han k s ,  J o hn .  R. C.  J o hn s o n .

R.  C. J o h n s o n : [ u n i n t e l l i g i b l e ]  w i l d l i f e  wou l d  be p r a c t i c a l l y  n i l .  A l s o ,
t h e r e  seems t o  be no n e g a t i v e  e n v i r o n m en t a l  p r o b l e m s .  The o v e r r i d i n g  pu r p o s e  
o f  a p a r k  s h o u l d  be f o r  t h e  e n j o ymen t  and r e c r e a t i o n a l  us e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e .  
T h i s  s k i  r e s o r t  w i l l  g r e a t l y  enhance  t h e  p u b l i c  use  o f  t h i s  p a r k .  And I ' l l  
make mine s h o r t  and make up f o r  t h e  o v e r r u n s .

Al  H e i n e r s : Thank y ou .  Rosema r y  J o h n s o n .

Rosema ry  J o h n s o n : My name i s  Rosema ry  J o h n s o n .  I l i v e  on t h e  n o r t h ,  sunny
s i d e  o f  E a g l e  R i v e r .  I ' n. s p e a k i n g  f o r  m y s e l f  and f a m i l y  members .  I f e e l  
E a g l e  R i v e r  i s  t h e  p e r f e c t  l o c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  p r o p o s e d  s k i  r e s o r t  wh i ch i n c l u d e s  
u s i n g  a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e  p a r k  f o r  t h e  s k i  r u n s .  The d e v e l o p e r  s h o u l d  be 
t o t a l l y  f r e e  t o  c h oo s e  t he  a r e a  whe r e  he want s  t o  d e v e l o p .  He must  l o o k  a t  an 
a r e a  w i t h  t h e  mos t  chance  o f  b e i ng  t h e  p r o f i t a b l e  d e v e l o pm en t .  No one  can 
spend $ 1 7 0  m i l l i o n  j u s t  f o r  t h e  f un  o f  i t .  My f a m i l y  has  l i v e d  in E a g l e  R i v e r  
36 y e a r s .  We ' ve  wa t ched t he  a r e a  o f  a b ou t  40  d w e l l i n g s  g r a d u a l l y  grow i n t o  a 
t own .  I f e e l  an a r e a  has two c h o i c e s  —  e i t h e r  c o n t i n u e  t o  g r ow o r  d i e .  Our  
town must  c o n t i n u e  i t s  g r owt h  t o  r ema i n  v i b r a n t  and a l i v e .  T h i s  p r o p o s a l  
a p p e a r s  t o  be j u s t  what  t h e  d o c t o r  o r d e r e d .  I f e e l  t h e  b i g g e s t  a d v a n t a g e  o f  
E a g l e  R i v e r  i s  i t ' s  w e a t h e r .  We d o n ' t  have  t h e  wi nds  t h a t  Ancho r ag e  and t he  
Ma tanuska  V a l l e y  h a ve .  Our  s even  A l a s k a - b o r n  c h i l d r e n  and s e ven  A l a s k a - b o r n  
g r a n d c h i l d r e n  a l l  l i k e  t o  s k i .  I t  w i l l  be wonde r f u ' .  t o  have a l o c a l  r e s o r t  
a r e a  whe r e  t h ey  have  e a s y  a c c e s s  t o  t h i s  s p o r t .  I t  a l s o  has e a s y  a c c e s s  f o r  
Ancho r age  t o u r i s t s  and r e s i d e n t s  t o  u t i l i z e .  Many p e o p l e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  
who wo r k  f o r  a l i v i n g ,  do n o t  have enough s p a r e  t ime  t o  d r i v e  t o  H a t c h e r  Pa s s  
o r  Gi rdwood t o  s k i .  We have no t  f ound  anyone  l o c a l l y  who o p po s e s  t h e  r e s o r t .  
Even i f  t h e  economy was e x c e l l e n t ,  I ' d  s t i l l  be p o s i t i v e  a b o u t  t h e  p r op o s e d  
r e s o r t  b e i n g  a mos t  d e s i r a b l e  l o c a l  u n d e r t a k i n g .  As f o r  a n i m a l s ,  we l i v e  
w i t h i n  o n e - h a l f  m i l e  o f  downtown E a g l e  R i v e r .  Moose d e m o l i s h  o u r  g a r d e n  and 
t r e e s  a n n u a l l y .  The moose c a l f  i s  s t i l l  in o u r  g a r de n  and f l o w e r  b e d s .  We 
f i n d  moose d r o p p i n g s  on o u r  c o n c r e t e  p o r c h .  The moose and o t h e r  a n im a l s  have 
a 5 0 0 , 000+ a c r e  s t a t e  p a r k  t o  wande r  in p l u s  e v e r y o n e ' s  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  i f  
t h ey  a r e  s o  i n c l i n e d .  I t ' s  h i gh  t ime  we s p en t  some t ime  c o n s i d e r i n g  t he  human 
p o p u l a t i o n  and how t o  keep t he  humans w e l l ,  happy and in t o p n o t c h  p h y s i c a l  
s h ap e .  Ac c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  l o c a l  TV news ,  even  o u r  y o u n g s t e r s  a r e  t o o  f a t .  In 
r e g a r d s  t o  t h e  g r e e n b e l t ,  t h e  3 ,5 00  a c r e  g r e e n b e l t ,  a l r e a d y  l e g i s l a t i v e  
a p p r o v e d ,  a d j o i n s  t h i s  d e v e l o pmen t .  W i t h  t he  d e v e l o pmen t  in t h e  L i o n ' s  P a r k ,  
E a g l e  R i v e r  has a l r e a d y  become t h e  p l a y g r o u n d  f o r  t he  wh o l e  Ancho r age  a r e a .  
I f  H a t c h e r  Pa s s  f i n d s  a d e v e l o p e r  who wan t s  t o  d e v e l o p  t h a t  a r e a ,  t h a t ' s  f i n e .  
The c o m p e t i t i o n  wou l d  be good and t h a t  wou l d  a l s o  g i v e  t he  Mat V a l l e y  a good 
p l a c e  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n  c l o s e r  t o  t h e i r  homes .  But  i f  D r .  Rogne r  wan t s  t o  
d e v e l o p  in E a g l e  R i v e r ,  we c e r t a i n l y  s t a n d  beh i nd  h i s  c h o i s e .  T h a t ' s  i t .
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r • • V " ' ' '' ' <;r. ■ ■Al M e i n e r s : Thank y o u ,  Ro s ema r y .  M i c hae l  K i n g .

Mi chae l  K i n g : My name i s  Mike K i n g .  I j u s t  r e p r e s e n t  m y s e l f .  I see a
m a j o r i t y  o f  f o l k s  s a y i n g  t i l i n g s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  how t h i s  p u z z l e  f i t s  t o g e t h e r  
w i t h  c o m p a t i b i l i t y  and v a r i o u s  o t h e r  t h i n g s  on t he  map.  I 'm a f a i r l y  a c t i v e  
c l i m b e r  and you have  t o  go t h r o u gh  t h a t  a r e a  t o  g e t  t o  some o f  t he  peaks  back 
t h e r e  and t h e  snow c o n d i t i o n s  where  t h e y  want  t o  pu t  t he  s k i  l i f t s  a r e  n o t  
v e r y  go od .  You have  t o  make a l o t  o f  manmade snow and I 'm no t  s u r e  t h a t  
'■i.ople wou l d  be w i l l i n g  t o  make t h a t  r e s o r t  as s u c c e s s f u l  an o p e r a t i o n  as  i t  

, g h t  be a p p l i e d  f r om  h a v i n g  t h e  p i e c e s  o f  t h e  p u z z l e  pu t  t o g e t h e r .  As f a r  as 
h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  f o r  t h e  same r e a s o n  as  e v e r y o n e  e l s e  i s  oppo s ed  t o  them so
am I .  And as  f a r  a s  t h e  g r e e n b e l t ,  I t h i n k  a t r a i l  wou l d  be n i c e  bu t  I
w o u l d n ' t  want  t o  s e e  i t  opened i n t o  s ome t h i n g  t h a t  wou l d  have  t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n s  
f o r  t h ou s and s  o f  p e o p l e  t h a t  have no mor e  c a r s  in any  p a r k i n g  l o t  a s  t h e  
v i s i t o r  c e n t e r  down t h e r e  a l r e a d y  h a s .  T h a t ' s  i t .

Al  M e i n e r s ; Thank y ou .  L o t t i  McCubbin .

L o t t i  McCubb i n : I 'm L o t t i  McCubbin .  I l i v e  in t h e  u ppe r  F i r e  Lake  a r e a .  I
am a r e s i d e n t  in t h i s  a r e a  f o r  25 y e a r s .  I t h i n k  t h a t  p r o v i d e d  t he  d e v e l o p e r  
t a k e s  c a r e  o f  a l l  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  h a z a r d s  t h a t  c o u l d  a r i s e ,  p r o v i d e d  he
comes up and makes a g o o d ,  sound de ve l o pmen t  and p r o v i d e d  t h e  p e o p l e  in Sou t h  
F o r k  have no o b j e c t i o n s  and as  much as  s t a y  o u t . . . t o  i t ,  I t h i n k  i t  wou l d  be 
an e x c e l l e n t  d e v e l o pm en t .  I t h i n k  i t  wou l d  be g r e a t  f o r  t h e  economy o f  t h i s  
e n t i r e  a r e a  and I a g r e e  t h a t  mos t  l a r g e  s k i  r e s o r t s  a r e  e i t h e r  on s t a t e  o r  
f e d e r a l  p r o p e r t y .  So I d o n ' t  s e e  why we s h o u l d  be any  d i f f e r e n t .  I 'm opposed  
t o  c l o s i n g  and l o c k i n g  up t h a t  p^ r k  f o r  j u s t  a f ew h a r d y  s o u l s .  I 'm a c r o s s ­
c o u n t r y  s k i e r  and I wou l d  l i k e  t o  s ee  t h e  g r e e n b e l t  d e v e l o p e d  and I hope t h a t  
t he  P e t e r s  C r e e k  g r e e n b e l t  w i l l  be so on  d e v e l o p e d  as  w e l l .  I am w i t h  t h a t  
communi t y c o u n c i l  o u t  t h e r e  bu t  I 'm no t  s p e a k i n g  f o r  t h e  c o u n c i l  h e r e  t o n i g h t .
I a l s o  wou l d  l i k e  t o  c o n g r a t u l a t e  you t h a t  you have  f i n a l l y  come f o rw rd and 
s a i d  t he  o u t s i d e  edges  o f  t he  p a r k  s h o u l d  be opened up mor e  and I hope you 
w i l l  go ahead and do t h a t .  My husband and I q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y  e n j o y  h i k i n g  up 
a t  Upper  Hu f fman ,  DeArmoun and t h a t  a r e a  t h e r e  and we f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  a r e a  
v e r t a i n l y  needs  t r a i l h e a d s  o f  t h a t  m a g n i t u d e .  As f a r  a s  h e l i c o p t e r s  a r e  
c o n c e r n e d ,  I am oppos ed  t o  them r e g a r d i n g  s k i i n g  w i t h  h e l i c o p t e r s  be cau se  I 
t*Mnk t h e  a v a l a n c h e  d a ng e r  i s  t o o  g r e a t .  I c o u l d  s e e  i t  on a v e r y  l i m i t e d  and
e x p e r im e n t a l  b a s i s  f o r  s i g h t s e e i n g  i n t o  s c e n i c  a r e a s .  Tha t  wou l d  have t o  be
v e r y  s t r i c t l y  c o n t r o l l e d  o u t  t h e r e .  Thank y ou .

Al  M e i n e r s : V i n c e  V i t a l e .

V i n c e  V i t a l e ; Thank y o u .  I am a 15 y e a r  r e s i d e n t  o f  E a g l e  R i v e r  and I 'm he r e  
t o n i g h t  on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  C h u g i a k - E a g 1e R i v e r  Chamber o f  Commerce .  The Chamber 
w h o l e h e a r t e d l y  e n d o r s e s  t he  p r op o s e d  change  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  s k i  r e s o r t .  We 
f e e l  t h a t  i t ' s  im p o r t a n t  f o r  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s .  F i r s t ,  i t  i s  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  
t h e  l o n g - t e rm  use  o f  t h e  p a r k  and w i l l  n o t  imp a i r  e i t h e r  w i l d l i f e  o r  t h e  more 
a d ven t u r e s ome  p e o p l e s '  us e  o f  t h e  p a r k .  Se cond ,  t h e  k i n d s  o f  j o b s  t h a t  a r e
c r e a t e d  a r e  impoi t a n t  t o  t he  communi t y  in t h a t  once  t h e  p l a n  i s  o p e r a t i n g ,
y o u ' l l  have e v e r y t h i n g  f r om  e n t r y - l e v e l  j o b s  wh i ch  wou l d  be good f o r  t h o s e  
k i d s  j u s t  l e a v i n g  s c h o o l ,  t o  l o n g - t e r m  c a r e e r - t y p e  p o s i t i o n s  t h a t  w i l l  e n a b l e  
l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  t o  s t a y  c l o s e  t o  home wh i ch  i s  one  o f  o u r  l o n g - t e r m  g o a l s  f o r  
t he  communi t y ,  t o  have enough j o b s  und enough a c t i v i t i e s  r e c r e a t i o n a l  and 
o t h e r w i s e  s o  t h e  p e o p l e  can s t a y  ba sed  h e r e ,  n o t  ha ve  t o  commute i n t o

2 8



Ancho r a g e .  We a l s o  a r e  r e a l  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  o v e rwhe lm i ng  s u p p o r t  in the  
communi ty  f o r  t h e  p r o p o s a l .  One o f  o u r  c om m i t t e e s ,  t h e  Economic  Deve l opmen t  
Commi t t e e ,  has  been u n d e r g o i n g  a s u r v e y .  O f  t h e  *»00 h o u s e h o l d s  t h a t  a r e  be i ng  
q u e s t i o n e d ,  a l t h o u g h  no t  a l l  t h e  numbers  a r e  in y e t ,  s ome th i ng  c l o s e  t o  86% 
have answe r ed  y e s  t o  t he  f o l l o w i n g  q u e s t i o n ,  wh i ch was ,  "Do  you f a v o r  the  
d e ve l o pmen t  o f  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n  r e s o r t  f a c i l i t y  in E a g l e  R i v e r ? "  And a l t h o u g h  
t he  q u e s t i o n  d o e s n ' t  s p e c i f y  t h i s  p l a n ,  t h e  p l a n  has such w i d e s p r e a d  s u p p o r t  
and knowl edge  in t h e  communi t y  t h a t  i t ' s  c l e a r  t h a t  mos t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  a r e
s a y i n g  yes  t o  t h i s  d e v e l o p me n t .  We a l s o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  de ve l o pmen t  o f  the
p a r k  w i l l  enhance  t h e  b u s i n e s s  communi t y  d u r i n g  t h e  t y p i c a l l y  s l o w e r  w i n t e r
months  f o r  a l l  t h e  o b v i o u s  r e a s o n s .  W h i l e  mak ing o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t he  a r e a  more
a c c e s s i b l e  t o  p e o p l e  d u r i n g  t h e  summer .  O b v i o u s l y  i t  w o n ' t  be used f o r  s k i  
a c t i v i t i e s  bu t  w i l l  be u s a b l e  f o r  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  much l i k e  p o r t i o n s  o f  
A l y e s k a  a r e  now used even  in t h e  o f f - s e a s o n .  T h a t ' s  good be cau s e  t h i s  i s  a 
f a m i l y  c ommun i t y ,  w e ' v e  l o t s  o f  y o u n g s t e r s ,  i t ' s  g o i n g  t o  make i t  l e s s  e x pen ­
s i v e  f o r  t h o s e  f a m i l i e s  t o  s t a y  t o g e t h e r  on f a m i l y - r e l a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s  and in 
t h a t  s e n s e  w i l l  enhance  f a m i l y  l i f e  wh i ch i s  s ome t h i n g  w e ' r e  v e r y  c o nce r n ed  
a b o u t .  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a s t r o n g  e f f o r t  t o  make an o r d e r l y  d e v e l o p ­
ment o f  t h e  a r e a  and we f e e l  t h a t  t h a t  e f f o r t  ough t  t o  be s u p p o r t e d  w h o l e ­
h e a r t e d l y .  We j o i n  w i t h  t h o s e  who have  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  c o n c e r n  t h a .  t h e  d e v e l ­
o p e r  needs  t o  be g i v e n  one s e t  o f  r u l e s  on wh i ch  he can depend now,  n e x t  y e a r  
and 10 y e a r s  f r om  now.  F i n a l l y ,  on t h e  ec onomi c  a r gumen t ,  i t s  been s u gg e s t e d  
t h a t  t he  j o b s  a r e  r e a l l y  n e c e s s a r y  b e cau s e  t h e  e c onomy ' s  in bad s hape .  T h a t ' s  
t r u e ,  bu t  i t ' s  a l s o  i r r e l e v a n t  b e cau se  t h i s  p l a n  makes s e n s e  i f  t h e  economy 
was in g r e a t  s h a p e .  And I 'm n o t  b e i n g  d ependen t  on wh e t h e r  we need t h e  money 
o r  n o t ,  t h i s  p l a n  j u s t  makes s e n s e  un d e r  any s c e n a r i o .  Thank you .

Al  M e i n e r s : D i c k  8 r own .

D i c k  B r own : I 'm D i c k  Brown .  I 'm  a 20  y e a r  A l a s k a n  r e s i d e n t  and a 13 y e a r
E a g l e  R i v e r  r e s i d e n t .  I wou l d  l i k e  t o  p r e f a c e  my r ema r k s  by s a y i n g  t h a t  I 
p r esume t h a t  t h e  w a t e r s h e d s  w i l l  be p r o t e c t e d  and o b v i o u s l y  t h e r e  i s  a d equa t e  
e x i s t e n c e  w i t h i n  t h e  m a s t e r  p l a n  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h a t  i s  a c c o m p l i s h e d .  I ' d  
a l s o  t o  p r e f a c e  my r ema r k s  t h a t  t h i s  i s  n o t  j u s t  a s k i  r e s o r t  t h a t  we a r e  
t a l k i n g  a b o u t ,  bu t  a y e a r - r o u n d  f a c i l i t y .  I wou l d  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  p r i v a t e  
f u n d i n g  o f • r e c r e a t i o n a 1 u s e s  f o r  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  bu t  I wou l d  a l s o  c a u t i o n  
t h e y  s h o u l d  be t i g h t l y  managed .  The i n i t i a l  d r aw i ng s  o f  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t he  
p a r k  a p p e a r  t o  be somewhat  a r b i t r a r y  in t h a t  t h e r e  we r e  r e c o g n i t i o n s  o f  the 
f a c t  t h a t  n a t i v e  l and  c l a i m  s e t t l e m e n t s  we r e  g o i n g  t o  impac t ,  as  f a r  as 
p r o v i d i n g  i n - r o a d s  i n t o  t h e  p a r k  s y s t em i t s e l f  and a l l ,  bu t  n o t  a l o t  o f  
c omp r e h e n s i v e  p l a n n i n g  went  i n t o  d e t e r m i n i n g  how the  p u b l i c  was g o i n g  t o  g a i n  
a c c e s s  as  f a r  a s  t h e  g e n e r a l  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  p a r k .  We have seen t h i n g s  
o c c u r  o v e r  t he  y e a r s  whe r e  t a x  d o l l a r s  have been used in b o t h  a c t u a l  p u r c h a s e s  
in o r d e r  t o  g a i n  a c c e s s  i n t o  t h e  p a r k ,  no t  o n l y  in t h i s  p a r k  but  in o t h e r  
a r e a s .  I know homeowners  t h a t  have been a p p r o a c hed  r e l a t i v e  t o  g i v i n g  up a
p a r c e l  o f  l and  f o r  sums o f  money j u s t  t o  g e t  p a r k i n g  a r e a s  in o r d e r  t o  a c ce s s
a f a c i l i t y  t h a t  i s  suppo sed  t o  be t h e r e  f o r  t he  g e n e r a l  us e  o f  t he  p u b l i c .
And t h a t  seems t o  be somewhat  c a p r i c i o u s  use  o f  p u b l i c  f und s  when i t  r e a l l y
i s n ' t  n e c e s s a r y .  I t  r e a l l y  d o e s n ' t  make a l o t  o f  d i f f e r e n c e  where  t h a t  p a r k  
b o un da r y  i s  d r awn ,  t h e i r  t o p o g r a p h i c  f e a t u r e s  t h a t  s h o u l d  have  and c o u l d  have
been t a k e n  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  bu t  by t h e  same t o k en  i t ' s  o n l y  as  good as  the
u s e  t h a t  can oe made o f  i t .  I wou l d  l i k e  t o  p o i n t  up t h e  f a c t  I have the  
a d v an t a g e  o f  h a v i ng  v i s i t e d  r e s o r t  f a c i l i t i e s  and used r e s o r t  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  
s e v e r a l  y e a r s  in I t a l y ,  C o r t e d e n a p a z o ,  where  t h e  p r i s t i n e  w i l d e r n e s s  was
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p r o t e c t e d .  At t h e  same t ime  t h a t  r e s o r t  f a c i l i t i e s ,  t o  i n c l u d e  even O l ymp i c  
c l a s s -  f a c i l i t i e s ,  we r e  d e v e l o p e d .  I t  can be done .  A l s o  in Eu r o pe ,  West  
Germany and i n  S o u t h e r n  F r a n c e .  The r e  you d o n ' t  s ee  t he  t r a s h i n g  t h a t  you see  
in t h e  s t a t e .  M a i n t a i n e d  f a c i l i t i e s  h e r e  in t he  R u s s i a n  R i v e r  Campground o r  
in t h e  p r i v a t e  a c c e s s  l and s  t h a t  b o r d e r  C r oo ked  C r e e k .  I t  d o e s n ' t  have t o  be 
t h a t  way.  The o n l y  t . i i ng  t h a t  I wo. Id s u g ge s t  i s  t h a t  some compan i on l e g i s ­
l a t i o n  needs  t o  be i n t r o d u c e d  a l o n g  w i t h  t h i s  t o  i n s u r e  some e n f o r c e a b l e  l aws 
and t hen  who ' s  g o i ng  t o  pay f o r  t h a t  e n f o r c em en t ?  I s  t h i s  s ome th i ng  t h a t ' s  
g o i n g  t o  be cha r g ed  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p e r  o r  i s  i t  s ome th i ng  t h e  Depa r tmen t  o f  
N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  l o s t  h a l f  o f  i t s  s t r e n g t h  a l r e a d y  e i t h e r  t h r o u g h  a f o r c e d  
a t t r i t i o n  o r  p e o p l e  a r e  j u s t  a b s o l u t e l y  q u i t t i n g  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  t h e y ' r e  n o t  
g o i n g  t o  have  a j o b  n e x t  month o r  n e x t  y e a r .  So how i s  t h e  e n f o r c em en t  
supposed  t o  t a k e  p l a c e ?  Who ' s  g o i n g  t o  h a n d l e  i t ?  A l a s k a n s  d o n ' t  seem t o  
p o l i c e  t h em s e l v e s  v e r y  w e l l  when i t  comes t o  t r a s h  and r e f u s e  and j u n k e d  
e v e r y t h i n g .  T h a t ' s  an imp o r t a n t  a s p e c t  o f  I t  as  f a r  a s  t h a t  f a c i l i t y  b e i ng  in 
t h i s  communi ty  o r  any o t h e r  communi t y .  H e l i c o p t e r s ,  f o r g e t  them.

Al  M e i n e r s : Thanks ,  D i c k .  R i c h a r d  R o d r i q u e z .

R i c h a r d  R o d r i q u e z ; My name i s  R i c h a r d  R o d r i q u e z .  I 'm a 10 y e a r  r e s i d e n t  and 
t h r e e  y e a r s  in t h e  v a l l e y .  I l i v e  on t he  sunny s i d e .  One o f  t h e  p e o p l e  
pe r ched  back  in a r o c k  t h a t  wou l d  l i k e  t o  s e e  n o t h i n g  e v e r  change  so  y o u ' l l  
u n d e r s t a n d  my comments .  As an E a g l e  R i v e r  r e s i d e n t ,  I want  t o  s e e  E a g l e  R i v e r  
p r o s p e r  as  a communi ty  and I 'm c o nce r n ed  a s  a b u s i n e s s  owner - bu t  I 'm no t  s u r e  
t h a t  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t he  p r o j e c t  and the a p pe a r a n c e  a r e  w o r t l  t h e  t r a d e o f f .  I 
t h i n k  t h a t  t he  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  i s  v e r y  imp o r t a n t  in t h i s  c a s e  b e cau se  t h e  a r e a  
t h a t  w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  ab ou t  i s  so  u n s p o i l e d .  The r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  a r e a s  in E a g l e  
R i v e r ,  as  in o t h e r  c i t i e s ,  a r e  g i v e n  t o  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o pm en t ,  some t o  
b u s i n e s s  d e v e l o p men t ,  a n o t h e r  f o 1.* o t h e r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e s .  The a r e a  t h a t  
w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  a b ou t  i s  b r e a k i n g  g r ound  in some c o m p l e t e l y  un t o u ch ed  l a n d s  and 
t h a t ' s  why I have  r e s e r v a t i o n s  and c a n ' t  g i v e  my yes  v o t e  t o  t h e  p r o j e c t .  I 
have many c o n c e r n s ,  one  o f  them t h a t  j u s t  f o r  t h e  s a ke  o f  t ime  I ' l l  m e n t i o n  
j u s t  one t o n i g h t ,  i s  t h a t  i f  y o u ' r e  in Ancho r age  and you t u r n  t owa rd  A r c t i c
V a l l e y  a t  any  one n i g h t  f r om  dusk  on you can see A r c t i c  V a l l e y  i s  in o p e r a ­
t i o n .  I c o n s i d e r  t h e  sp ace  t h a t  hangs between t h e  p r op o s ed  s k i  s l o p e  and t h e  
s i d e  o f  t he  v a l l e y  t h a t  I am, t h a t  a r e a  in be tween ,  v e r y  much t h e  e n v i r o nmen t  
and I 'm v e r y  c o nce r n ed  a b ou t  t he  l i g h t i n g  o f  t h a t  a r e a  and t h e  g l a r e  t h a t  i t  
g i v e s  o f f .  I f e e l  as  a r e s i d e n t  I w o u l d n ' t  c a r e  t o  l i v e  in a v a l l e y  whe r e  I ' d  
f e e l  l i k e  I was p e r ch ed  in s up e rma r k e t  p a r k i n g  l o t  and I ' d  l i k e  t o  s e e  t he  
d e v e l o p e r  make comment on t h e  l i g h t s  and I u r ge  you t o  r e ad  page 11 as  f a r  a s  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t he  l i g h t s  and i t ' s  a c o n c e r n  I ' d  l i k e  t o  s ee  a n ­
swered by t h e  d e v e l o p e r  and I ' d  a l s o  l i k e  t o  s ay  t h a t  s h o u l d  t he  communi ty  and 
s h o u l d  t he  r e s i d e n t s  o f  E a g l e  R i v e r  d e c i d e  as  a g r oup  and in t o t a l  t h a t  t h e y
s u p p o r t  t h i s  p r o j e c t  t hen I ' d  c e r t a i n l y  be f o r  i t  bu t  I do have  t h a t  c o n c e r n .
Thank you .

P e t e  P a n a r e s e : Mr .  R o d r i q u e z ,  I ' l l  s h a r e  t h i s  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i t h  
y o u .  The Rogne r  T o u r i s t i k  p e o p l e  p r e s e n t e d  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  C i t i z e n ' s  
A d v i s o r y  Boa r d  w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  on t h e  d e v e l o pmen t .  Tha t  was a l s o  an 
i s s u e  f o r  some o f  t h e  members o f  t he  A d v i s o r y  Boa rd  and t h e i r  r e s p o n s e  was 
t h e r e  w i l l  be no n i g h t  s k i i n g .

Al Me i n e r s : R. Mack A r r i n g t o n .
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Hack A r r i n g t o n : I 'm Mack A r r i n g t o n .  I 'm a newcomer t o  t h e  a r e a .  I d i d n ' t
move he^e u n t i l  ' 6 2 .  But  i t  makes me r e a l  p r oud  t h a t  someone has shown enough 
i n t e r e s t  in o u r  communi ty  and wan t s  t o  pu t  s ome th i ng  t h a t  s i z e  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  
i n t he  l o c a l  a r e a  as  w e l l  a s  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a .  So I am f o r  t h e  p r o j e c t .  
As f a r  as  t he  g r e e n b e l t  i s  c o n c e r n e d ,  t h e r e  has been q u i t e  a f ew p e o p l e  
d i s c u s s e d  on t h a t  t r a i l s  wh i ch  i s  a l s o  more  r e c r e a t i o n .  H e l i c o p t e r s .  As f a r  
as  s i g h t s e e i n g  i s  c o n c e r n e d ,  I 'm oppo s ed  t o  i t .  As was men t i on ed  e a r l i e r  
a b o u t  h a v i ng  s p e c i f i e d  v i e w p o i n t s  I 'm in f a v o r  o f  t h a t .

Al  H e i n e r s : Henry  Wa r r e n .

Hen r y  W a r r e n : My name i s  Hank Wa r r e n .  I 'm a 13 y e a r  r e s i d e n t  o f  E a g l e  R i v e r .
To me t h e  p a r k ,  j u s t  a n o t a t i o n  p a r k  means r e c r e a t i o n  and I t h i n k  t h a t  you 
f o l k s  who a r e  s e t t i n g  t h e s e  p o l i c i e s  have  a t r emendous  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  I 
t h i n k  t h e r e  a r e  p e r i p h e r a l  a r e a s  o f  t h a t  p a r k  t h a t  ou gh t  t o  be o k a y  f o r  
s n owmob i l e s ,  f o r  dog t e ams ,  f o r  h i k e r s  and b a c k p a c k e r s ,  h u n t e r s ,  f i s h e r m e n ,  
p i c n i c  a r e a s ,  h o r s e b a c k  r i d i n g ,  a l l  t y p e s  o f  r e c r e a t i o n ,  c e r t a i n l y  o u g h t  t o  be 
p o s s i b l e  in an a r e a  o f  ^ 9 5 . 0 0 0  a c r e s .  Tha t  p a r k  s h o u l d  be f o r  us e  by i n d i ­
v i d u a l s .  We s e n t  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o v e r  t o  Eu r ope  t o  l o o k  o v e r  some o f  
D r .  R o g n e r ' s  a r e a s  and t h e y  came back  and gave  him a c o m p l e t e ,  c l e a n  b i l l  o f  
h e a l t h ;  h i s  o p e r a t i o n s  o v e r  t h e r e  a r e  g o od .  Hi s  r e p u t a t i o n  i s  g o od .  I f  
D r .  Rogne r  t h i n k s  he can ma n u f a c t u r e  snow up t h e r e ,  i f  t h a t  becomes n e c e s s a r y ,  
t hen  he s h o u l d  be t h e  one t h a t  s h o u l d  s a y  t h a t .  I t  s h o u l d n ' t  be f o r  us t o  
c a s t  a doub t  as  t o  wh e t h e r  o r  no t  t h a t  c o u l d  be done .  He a l r e a d y  t h i n k s  t h a t  
i t  can be done .  He i s  t h e  one who ' s  p u t t i n g  t he  money o u t  t o  do t h i s  and i f  
he t h i n k s  i t  can be done ,  s u r e l y  i t  c a n .  T h i r t y - e i g h t  y e ? r s  ago  I was a 
p r i v a t e  in t he  army in Germany.  I went  t o  a l i t t l e  p l a c e  c a l l e d  Gomish .  They 
have  a s k i  a r e a  t h e r e .  They a l s o  have  a r e s t a u r a n t  up on t op  o f  a m ou n t a i n .  
T h i s  i s  38 y e a r s  a g o .  Tha t  k i nd  o f  t e c h n o l o g y ' s  been in e x i s t e n c e  f o r  y e a r s .  
You r i d e  up t h ! s t r a i n  t h a t  r uns  on a cog and you g e t  up t h e r e  and t h e r e ' s  a 
b e a u t i f u l  h o t e l ,  b e a u t i f u l  r e s t a u r a n t  and you see  w i l d  game a l l  o v e r  t he  p l a c e  
and you see p e o p l e  r e c r e a t i n g  and e n j o y i n g  t h em s e l v e s  and t h e y ' r e  n o t  h u r t i n g  
the  e n v i r o n m en t .  I f  p e o p l e  t h i n k  t h e y  a r e  g o i ng  t o  ch a s e  away t h e  w i l d l i f e  by 
p u t t i n g  a s k i  r e s o r t  o v e r  h e r e  t h e y ' r e  c r a z y .  We h a v e n ' t  been a b l e  t o  cha se  
t he  moose away f r om E a g l e  R i v e r  w i t h  a l l  o f  t h e s e  h ou s i ng  d e v e l o pm en t s ,  t h e s e  
c a r s ,  t h e s e  t r u c k s ,  t h i s  w h a t e v e r .  So t h a t ' s  no t  g o i n g  t o  b o t h e r  t he  w i l d ­
l i f e .  I t ' s  go i n g  t o  be t h e r e .  As f a r  as t he  g r e e n b e l t ,  i t ' s  a l r e a d y  been 
s a i d .  They s h ou l d  have  done i t  a l ong  t ime  ag o .  I t  s h o u l d  have  t r a i l s ,  i t  
s h o u l d  have w a t e r  s p o r t s ,  I d o n ' t  know ab ou t  t he  b i k e  t r a i l s  t h a t  John t a l k e d  
a b o u t .  B i k e  t r a i l s  and c o a s t a l  t r a i l s  a r e  a s o r e  p o i n t  f o r  me.  I t  s h o u l d  be 
n o n - l a b o r  i n t e n s i v e .  I t  s h o u l d  be s ome t h i n g  t h a t  w i l l  s o r t  o f  run i t s e l f  and 
n o t  r e q u i r e  a bunch o f  cops  o u t  t h e r e  mak ing s u r e  t h a t  p e o p l e  p i c k  up t h e  b e e r  
b o t t l e s .  I t  s h o u l d n ' t  be a l l o w e d  in t h e r e  t o  s t a r t  o u t  w i t h .  As f a r  as  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r s  g o ,  I t h i n k  t h e r e  ? r e  a c e r t a i n  c l a s s  o f  p e o p l e  t h a t  wou l d  l i k e  t o  
g e t  in a h e l i c o p t e r  and qo s e e  some o f  t h e s e  s i t e s  t h a t  some o f  u s ,  when you 
g e t  as  o l d  as  I am you c a n ' t  w a l k  in t h e r e  and see  t h e s e  s i t e s .  Maybe t h e r e  
s h o u l d  be some zone s  t h a t  a r e  away f r om t h e  p o p u l a t e d  a r e a s  whe r e  a p e r s o n ,  a 
t o u r i s t ,  o r  an i n v a l i d  o r  some e l d e r l y  p e r s o n  t h a t  c a n ' t  w a l k  in t h e r e ,  can 
ge t  in a h e l i c o p t e r  and go s i g h t s e e i n g .  I t h i n k  I a g r e e  w i t h  t he  p e r s o n  t h a t  
s a i d  t he  d o wn h i l l  s k i i n g  g o i n g  in by h e l i c o p t e r  i s  t o o  d a n g e r o u s ,  i t s  t o o  
r emo t e ,  t h e  l i a b i l i t i e s  a r e  t o o  g r e a t .  Thank y ou .

Al M e i n e r s : Thank you.  E l a i n e  Robinson.
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E l a i n e  R o M n s o n : Hy n * ' a  i s  E l a i n e  R ob i n s o n  and I 'm s p e a k i n g  as  an i n d i v i d u ­
a l .  I l i v e  in P e t e r s  C r e e k  and I d t n ' t  want  t o  sp eak  f o r  my n e i g h b o r s  in
Sou t h  F o r k  o r  i n t r u d e  on t h e i r  t e r r i t c  y  bu t  I have  spoken t o  many Sou t h  F o r k  
r e s i d e n t s  and I a g r e e  w i t h  them w i t h  t ^ s i r  s u p p o r t  o f  t he  s k i  r e s o r t  d e v e l o p ­
ment .  T h i s  de v e l opmen t  wou l d  enhance  t h e  e n t i r e  a r e a  o f  E a g l e  R i v e r  and
Chug i a k .  No one l i k e s  t h e i r  l i f e s t y l e  c h anged .  I ' v e  l i v e d  in P e t e r s  C r e e k  
f o r  20  y e a r s  and d i d n ' t  l i k e  i t  t o o  much when t he  s u b d i v i s i o n s  b u i l d  a r o und  my
12 a c r e s .  I have l e a r n e d  t h a t  g r owth  i s  i n e v i t a b l e  and g r owt h  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o
t h e  ec onomi c  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  t h e  communi t y .  Deve l o pmen t  in t h e  Chugach S t a t e  
, Pa r k  mus t  be l o o k ed  a t  on an i n d i v i d u a l  b a s i s .  E k l u t n a ,  I n c . ,  and Rogne r  
e n t e r p r i s e s  have been v e r y  open w i t h  t h e i r  p l a n s  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  and t h e y  have 
h o s t e d  s e v e r a l  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s .  They a r e  b r i n g i n g  in o u t s i d e  money t o  f und 
t h i s  p r o j e c t  and I f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  p r o j e c t  w i l l  b e n e f i t  C h ug i a k ,  E a g l e  R i v e r  
and i t s  p e o p l e .  I f o r e s e e  t h e  empty o f f i c e  and shop space s  f i l l e d ,  unemp l oyed  
l o c a l  p e o p l e  h i r e d ,  and t h a t  E a g l e  R i v e r  w i l l  be removed f r om t h e  bedroom 
communi ty  s t a t u s  o f  Ancho r age  and t o  o' ie o f  p r om i n en c e .  I a l s o  f e e l  t h e ' E a g l e  
R i v e r  g r e e n b e l t  s h o u l d  be imp l emented as  p e ' t  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t  even though  no 
mon i e s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  g r e e n b e l t  d e v e l o pmen t .  I f e e l  a t a s k  f o r c e  
s h o u l d  be imp l emented t o  a d d r e s s  f u t u r e  g r e e n b e l t  d e v e l o pmen t .  As f a r  as  t he  
h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s ,  I 'm oppos ed  t o  l a n d i n g s  in t he  p a r k .  Have you e v e r  been 
in bed on a S a t u r d a y  mo r n i ng  when a h e l i c o p t e r  was g o i ng  o v e r ?  The n o i s e  i s  
i r r i t a t i n g  and o f f e n s i v e .  I f e e l  t h a t  t h e  h and i c a pped  o r  e l d e r l y  can be 
s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  accommodated by s k i  l i f t s  t o  a t t a i n  t h e i r  h i l l t o p  v i ew s .  Th i s  
wou l d  n o t  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t  t h e  s k i  r e s o r t  n e i g h b o r s  as  wou l d  n o i s y  h e l i c o p t e r s  
and I a l s o  f e e l  t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r s  wou l d d i s t u r b  t he  l ambing sheep in t h e  a r e a .  
Thank y ou .

Al  H e i n e r s : Ha r k  Eidem.

Ha r k  E i d em : Hy name i j  Ha r k  Eidem.  I am s t r o n g l y  in f a v o r  o f  t h e  p r op o s ed
de ve l o pmen t  by Rogne r  T o u r i s t ' k  f o r  two main r e a s o n s .  One,  I f e e l  i t  makes 
e conomi c  common s ense  f o r  r e a s o n s  t h a t  have a l r e a d y  been a m p l i f i e d  upon and 
I ' l l  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  be r e dundan t  t o n i g h t .  The r e c e n t  s u r v e y  o t h e r  vhan t h e  one  
men t i o n e d  by t h e  Chamber c o nduc t ed  by t h e  T ou r i sm  Commi t t ee  o f  t he  Chamber 
showed 87% o f  t he  communi ty in f a v o r  o f  t o u r i s m  d e v e l o pmen t .  T o u r i sm  i s  a 
c l e a n  i n d u s t r y .  E s p e c i a l l y  when done by a f i r m  o f  t h e  Rogne r  T o u r i s t i k ' s  
c a l i b r e .  T h e i r  p a r t n e r s h i p  wou l d  i n c l u d e  and i n c o r p o r a t e  and wou l d  o n l y  
a m p l i f y  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t he  f i n a l  p r o d u c t .  A l s o  t o  a m p l i f y  comments by Hank 
Wa r r e n  and a f ew o t h e r s .  Some o f  t h e  mos t  b e a u t i f u l  n a t u r a l  a l p i n e  s e t t i n g s  
i n t h e  w o r l d  happen t o  be s k i  r e s o r t s .  C o r t i n a ,  Ga rm i sh ,  G r e n o b l e ,  F r a n c e ,  
I n n s b r u c k ,  A u s t r i a ,  t o  men t i on  a f ew in E u r o pe ,  and t h en  a l s o  some in Ame r i c a ,  
S t owe ,  V e rmon t ,  K i l l i n g  t o n , Ve rmon t ,  in p a r t i c u l a r ,  whe r e  t h e y  make hund r ed s  
o f  i nc h e s  o f  snow a yea*’ . One does  no t  g r ow t o  t h e  s i z e  and b r e a d t h  o f  t h e  
f i r m  t h a t  Rogne r  T o u r i s t i k  has w i t h o u t  a f i r m  commi tment  t o  e x c e l l e n c e  and a 
g e nu i n e  c o nc e r n  f o r  t h e  n a t u r a l  s e t t i n g  as  w e l l  a s  f o r  t h e  g u e s t s  i n v o l v e d .  I 
t h i n k  i t  makes e n v i r o n m en t a l  common s e n s e  f o r  some o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  I ' v e  a l r e a d y  
men t i o n e d .  I t ' s  a l r e a d y  been done ,  t h e  t e c h n o l o g y  has been t h e r e .  A r c t i c  
V a l l e y  i s  j u s t  on the  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  r i d g e  and i t ' s  been h e r e  l o n g e r  t han I 
h a v e ,  wh ich i s  20 y e a r s .  In c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  g r e e n b e l t ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  t he  
p r o p o s a l  o f  t he  Ancho r age  H u n i c i p a l i t y  s h o u l d  be imp l emen t ed  and expanded  
upon .  I wou l d  l i k e  t o  see no m o t o r i z e d  use  w i t h i n  t he  g r e e n b e l t .  I t h i n k  
t h a t  in c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  the  g r e e n b e l t ,  t he  s k i  r e s o r t  c o u l d  be a v e r y  s t r o n g  
e n v i r o n m en t a l  p l u s .  I ' v e  he a r d  some o t h e r  i d e a s  t o  p o s s i b l y  i n c l u d e  a m u l ­
t i - l i n g u a l  v i s i t o r  c e n t e r  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  r e s o r t  f o r  f o r e i g n  g u e s t s .  I f  done
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t o  the  s t a n d a r d  t h a t  have been e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  s t a t e  p a r k  s y s t em a t  t h e  
E a g l e  R i v e r  V i s i t o r  C e n t e r ,  t h i s  wou l d  be a t r emendous  p l u s  f o r  o u r  a r e a  and a 
t r emendous  p l u s  f o r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  e n v i r o n m en t  in wh i ch  we l i v e .  In
summary ,  I s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t  the r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t  and t h e  d e ve l o pmen t  o f  t h e  
g r e e n b e l t .  I t  makes economi c  s e n s e ,  i t  makes e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s e n s e ,  i t ' s  
s u p p o r t e d  by o u r  communi t y ,  i t  c o u l d  make E a g l e  R i v e r  a w o r l d  c l a s s  a t t r a c ­
t i o n .  Thanks v e r y  much.

Al  H e i n e r s ; Thank y ou ,  Mark .  Ray G a r d n e r .

Ray G a r d n e r : My name i s  Ray Ga r dn e r  and I 'm s p e a k i n g  on my own b e h a l f .  I ' v e
a l r e a d y  had an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  comment on t h e  r e s o r t  p l a n  so  I ' l l  keep my 
comments s h o r t .  The f i r s t  t h i n g  I ' d  l i k e  t o  s a y  i s  t h a t  i f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  
t h a t  was men t i on ed  e a r l i e r  in t he  mee t i ng  i s  a t h r e a t  t o  t h e  r e s o r t  o r  w i l l  
r e q u i r e  l e n g t h y  p r o t r a c t i v e  p u b l i c  comment p e r i o d  t h a t  i s n ' t  r e a l l y  n e c e s s a r y ,  
t hen  I wou l d  u r ge  t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  a r e  a t  t h i s  me e t i n g  t o d a y  g i v e n  t h e  p r o c l i v ­
i t i e s  t h a t  have  been e x p r e s s e d  t o  w r i t e  t he  G o v e r n o r  o r  c a l l  t h e  Go v e r n o r  and 
a s k  him t o  v e t o  t h a t  b i l l .  G o v e r n o r  Cowper has g i v e n  us p l e n t y  o f  a s s u r a n c e s  
t h a t  he s u p p o r t s  a d i v e r s i f i e d  economy and t he  e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  p r i v a t e  i n v e s t ­
ment in t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  and l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  pend i ng  b e f o r e  him t h a t  wou l d  
be c o u n t e r p r o d u c t i v e  t o  t h a t  g o a l  I 'm s u r e  he wou l d  v e t o  i t .  The o t h e r  i t em I 
wou l d  l i k e  t o  men t i o n  i s  t h a t  i t  was s u g ge s t e d  t h a t  a t  a n o t h e r  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  
t h a t  t h e  D i v i s i o n  of '  P a r k s  r e q u i r e  t he  d e v e l o p e r  t o  s ubmi t  a f i n a n c i a l  p l a n  
t h a t  wou l d  show t o  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  t h a t  he w a s n ' t  g o i n g  t o  l o s e  h i s  money
and I t h i n k  t h a t  i dea  i s  a b su r d  and I hope t h a t  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  P a r k s  isr .
s e r i o u s l y  c o n s i d e r i n g  d o i ng  s ome th i ng  l i k e  t h a t .  He ' s  p r o b a b l y  a b e t t e r  j u d g e  
o f  wh e t h e r  o r  no t  t h i s  i s  a good i n v e s tme n t  and f o r t u n a t e l y  h e ' s  d e c i d e d  t h a t  
i t  i s .  I 'm oppos ed  t o  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  in t h e  p a r k  and I f a v o r  t h e  l i m i t e d  
n o n -m o t o r i z e d  d e ve l opmen t  o f  t he  g r e e n b e l t .  Thank y ou .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y ou .  Rod Hansen .

Rod Ha r . sen : My name i s  Rod Hansen .  I 'm a S o u t h  F o r k  r e s i d e n t .  L a s t  week we
hea r d  comments on f i v e  g r i z z l y  b e a r  and t h r e e  b l a c k  b e a r  on t h e  Sou t h  F o r k .  
These a r e  p i c t u r e s  I ' d  l i k e  t o  j u s t  pa s s  a r o u n d .  T h i s  i s  t h e  Sou t h  F o r k  where 
t h e  d e ve l o pmen t  i s  g o i ng  t o  be .  I wou l d  sn y  t h a t  i t  wou l d  be a g r e a t  t h i n g  t o  
have t h e  d e ve l o pmen t  go in t h e r e  and c l e a n - u p  a l o t  o f  t h i s ,  wh i ch t h e y ' r e  
g o i n g  t o  i f  t h e y ' r e  g o i n g  t o  have  a w o r l d  c l a s s  r e s o r t .  The r e  a r e  f i v e  
g r i z z l y  b e a r s  in o u r  n e i g h bo r h o od  and I 'm j u s t  g o i n g  t o  keep  my comment r e a l  
s h o r t .  Our  R i v e r h o o d  E s t a t e s  r i g h t  next:  t o  t h e  r e s o r t ,  w e ' r e  t i c k l e d  p i n k  and 
we c a n ' t  wa i t . . . .

Ann R i l e y : We ' r e  no t  t a l k i n g  abou t  t h e  d e v e l o pmen t  o f  on p r i v a t e  l a n d ,  w e ' r e
t a l k i n g  a b ou t  de ve l o pmen t  on p u b l i c  l a n d s .  W e ' r e  t a l k i n g  a b ou t  s e t t i n g  a 
p r e c e d e n t  and I t h i n k  we s h ou l d  be c a r e f u l .  Some o f  t h e  s l o p e s  wh i ch t h e  
d e v e l o p e r  wou l d  l i k e  t o  d e v e l o p  a r e  p r o b a b l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  d o w n h i l l  s k i i n g .
I used t o  d o w nh i l l  s k i  but  I c a n ' t  a f f o r d  i t  so  y o u ' r e  n o t  o p en i ng  t h e  p a r k  
f o r  e v e r y o n e  when you put  s k i  r uns  in i t .  T he r e  a r e  some o f  us who c a n no t  
a f f o r d  d o w n h i l l  s k i i n g  and wou l d p r e f e r  t o  do t h i n g s  t h a t  d o n ' t  c o s t  q u i t e  so 
much money l i k e  c r o s s - c o u n t r y  s k i i n g  o r  s l e d d i n g .  I t ' s  no a c c i d e n t  t h a t  I 
l i v e  in a p l a c e  where  i t  i s  d a r k  f r om November  t o  Mar ch ,  whe r e  t he  sun d o e s n ' t  
s h i n e  on my back  d o o r .  Where I have t o  have a f o u r - w h e e l  d r i v e  t o  g e t  up my 
d r i v e wa y .  I l i v e  t h e r e  because  I c h oo s e  t o  l i v e  in a p l a c e  where  t he  v i ew
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w i l l  b l ow y o u r  mind and where  t h e r e ' s  a s t a t e  p a r k  in my b a c ky a r d  because  I
knew t h a t  nobody In h i s  r i g h t  mind wou l d  t r y  t o  d e v e l o p  on a moun t a i n  and now
imag i ne  my s u r p r i s e .  I am s p e c i f i c a l l y  oppo s ed  t o  t h e  p l a c i n g  o f  the sk i  
s l o p e  on H i l a n d  Moun t a i n  o r  Mount Go rdon Ly on .  In t h e  Harp a r e a  I t h i n k  i t ' s  
up t o  t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  s t u d i e s  as  o u t l i n e d  in t he  s k i  s l o p e  a r e a  e v a l u a t i o n  t o  
d e t e r m i n e  wh e t h e r  t h o s e  a r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  bu t  H i l a n d  Moun t a i n  and Mount Gordon 
Lyon wou l d  n o t  meet  t he  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  on t h i s  s k i  s l o p e  a r e a  e v a l u a t i o n .  I 
hope t h a t  you w i l l  l o o k  a t  a p p r o v i n g  s l o p e - b y - s l o p e  r a t h e r  t han by g i v i n g  the
d e v e l o p e r  c a r t e  b l a n c h e  t o  d e v e l o p  as  he c h o o s e s  and I hope t h a t  you w i l l  have
some c o n c e r n  n o t  j u s t  f o r  t h e  w i l d l i f e  but  f o r  t h e  human I n h a b i t a n t s  who 
a l r e a d y  us e  t h e  s t a t e  p a r k  o r  t he  a r e a  n e x t  t o  t he  s t a t e  p a r k  and whose homes 
and l i f e s t y l e  wou l d  be s e v e r e l y  c u r t a i l e d  by h a v i ng  s k i e r s  in t h e i r  b a c k y a r d .  
Thank y ou .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y ou .  L.  G. T a t e .

L.  G. T a t e : My name i s  L.  G. T a t e .  I am a seven  y e a r  r e s i d e n t  o f  E ag l e
R i v e r .  I l i v e  in t h e  H i l a n d  Road a r e a .  I ,  l i k e  mos t  o f  y o u ,  have a l r e a d y  had 
an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x p r e s s  my o p i n i o n  a b ou t  t h i s .  I ' v e  done so  and I do f a v o r  
t h e  d e v e l o pmen t  o f  t h e  s k i  r e s o r t .  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  ma s t e r  p l a n  c l e a r l y  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  an o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t h i s  a r e a  t o  be d e v e l o p e d  a p p r o p r i ­
a t e l y .  I t n i n k  i f  you p e o p l e  a r e  t a k i n g  n o t e s  and u n d e r s t a n d  wh a t ' s  g o i ng  on
h e r e  y o u ' r e  h e a r i n g  by f a r  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  who w i l l  be mos t
s e r i o u s l y  impac t ed  by t h i s  e x p r e s r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y ' r e  in f a v o r  o f  t h i s
d e v e l o pme n t .  I t h i n k  i t  behoove s  t h e  C ommi s s i o ne r ,  i f  h e ' s  t he  one  who ' s  
g o i n g  t o  make t h i s  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n ,  t o  go ahead and do so  and l e t  t h i s  p r o j e c t  
g e t  unde rway  o t h e r w i s e  t ime  i s  money and Mr .  R o g n e r ' s  g o i n g  t o  go somewhere 
e l s e  and I t h i n k  t h a t  y o u ' r e  d o i n g  a d i s s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  who a r e  in f a v o r  
o f  t h i s  d e v e l o pmen t  b e cau s e  I t h i n k  i t ' s  f a i r l y  o b v i o u s  t h a t  mos t  o f  us a r e  
f o r  i t .  As f a r  a s  t h e  g r e e n b e l t ,  I wou l d  l i k e  t o  s e e  l i m i t e d  a c c e s s  w i t h  
t h a t ,  no m o t o r i z e d  v e h i c l e s ,  a l t h o u g h  I e n j o y  r i d i n g  mine down t h e r e  now,  and 
a l s o  I am oppo s ed  t o  t he  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g  in t he  p a r k .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y ou .  Kim He a r n .  She l e f t ?  D enn i s  B r i n k e r h o f f .

D enn i s  B r i n k e r h o f f : My name i s  D enn i s  B r i n k e r h o f f .  I 'm a 28 y e a r  r e s i d e n t  o f
A l a s k a .  I c u r r e n t l y  am a l o c a l  b u s i ne s sman  in t h e  E a g l e  R i v e r  a r e a .  I do no t  
l i v e  in E a g l e  R i v e r  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime  bu t  have  i n t e n t i o n s  o f  mov ing i n t o  
t h i s  a r e a .  One o f  t he  d e s i r a b l e  t r a i t s  t h a t  I f e e l  E a g l e  R i v e r  has i s  no t  
o n l y  t h e  communi t y  we l c omi ng  bu t  a l s o  t h e  p r op o s e d  s k i  r e s o r t .  I am a r e c r e ­
a t i o n a l  s k i e r  and I f e e l  t h a t  many A l a s k a n s  a r e  in A l a s k a  no t  o n l y  f o r  t he  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  but  t o  have  an e n j o y a b l e  l i f e s t y l e .  I f e e l  t h a t  t h e  
p r o p o s e d  s k i  r e s o r t  w i l l  e n a b l e  more  A l a s k a n s  tr> have  a c c e s s  t o  t he  s k i  p a r k  
and e n j o y  t h e  s t a t e  p a r k s  mo r e .  I f e e l  t h a t  i t ' s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t he  s t a t e  
p a r k s  p l a n  and I know t h a t  i t  w i l l  be a b o o s t  t o  t h e  ec onomi c  communi ty o f  
E a g l e  R i v e r  bu t  a l s o  f e e l  i t  wou l d  be a b i g  b o o s t  t o  t h e  e conomi c  s i t u a t i o n  in 
A l a s k a  as  a w h o l e .  C a r e f u l  p l a n  and d e v e l o pmen t  I f e e l  w i l l  b e n e f i t  n o t  o n l y
a l l  o f  A. s k an s  but  p r i m a r i l y  t h e  E a g l e  R i v e r  communi ty  wh i c h ,  a t  t h i s  t im e ,  
i f  y o u ' r e  in b u s i n e s s  h e r e ,  y o u ' r e  v e r y  w e l l  awar e  o f  t h e  s l ow  s i t u a t i o n  and I 
d e f i n i t e l y  i t  w i l l  b o o s t  t h a t  and mrybe g i v e  some s t a b i l i t y  t o  t h i s  a r e a .  
Thank y ou .

Al Meiners :  Wayne Ma r s h a l l .
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Wayne M a r s h a l l : My name i s  Wayne M a r s h a l l  and I 'm a r e s i d e n t  o f  H i l a n d
V a l l e y .  . . . I  moved t o  t h e  a r e a  a b ou t  2£ y e a r s  ago a f t e r  l i v i n g  in downtown 
An cho r a g e  and b e f o r e  t h a t  h a v i ng  l i v e d  in K o d i a k  f o r  many y e a r s .  The main 
r e a s o n  I moved t h e r e  i s  b e c au s e  I l i k e  t h e  k i nd  o f  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a t  the  a r e a  
p r e s e n t e d  by t h e  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  l and  use  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  t h e r e .  G e n e r a l l y  
i t  i s  a l ow l e v e l  l and  u s e .  A lmos t  a l l  t h e  h ou s e s  a r e  l o c a t e d  on one a c r e  and 
somewhat  much l a r g e r  t r a c t s  o f  l a n d .  T h a t ' s  s ome th i ng  t h a f  r e a l l y  i s n ' t  
a v a i l a b l e  in mos t  a r e a s  o f  t h e  Ancho r age  b ow l .  S i m i l a r l y  when I l o o k ed  a r ound  
a t  t h e  o t h e r  t y p e  o f  l and  u s e s  t h a t  may o c c u r  in t he  a r e a  I l o o k ed  o u t  and 
g e n e r a l l y  s u r r o u n d e d  by p a r k  l and  wh i ch I i n t e r p r e t  t o  mean a f a i r l y  l ow l e v e l  
o f  u s e .  ' . - /el l ,  s i n c e  I ' v e  moved in t h e  a r e a  j u s t  two s h o r t  y e a r s  ag o ,  I now 
f i n d  t h a t  mos t  o f  t h o s e  v a l u e s  p r o b a b l y  w i l l  n o t  be a b l e  t o  c o n t i n u e .  Number 
o n e ,  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  Ancho r age  i s  c h ang i ng  t h e  z o n i n g  a f t e r  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  
z o n i n g  maps t o  move in t o  a l l o w  a l a r g e  s c a l e  d e v e l o p men t .  T h e y ' l l  be b r i n g ­
i ng in n o t  j u s t  mo r e  p e o p l e  bu t  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  u s e s .  T h e y ' l l  be b r i n g i n g  
in c omme r c i a l  u s e ,  t h e y ' l l  be b r i n g i n g  in h i gh  l e v e l  r e c r e a t i o n a l  use  and t h i s  
i s  h i gh  l e v e l  r e c r e a t i o n a l  us e  when you t a l k  a b ou t  r o u g h l y  2 , 0 0 0  Eu r opeans  a 
day  s k i i n g  down t he  moun t a i n  s l o p e s .  What I l o o k  a t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a change 
g o i n g  on in t h e  a r e a  q u i t e  r a p i d l y .  I ' d  l i k e  t he  Depa r tme n t  o f  N a t u r a l
R e s o u r c e s  t o  t a k e  a c l o s e  l o o k  a t  how t h i s  change i s  impa c t i n g  the  r e s i d e n t s  
who l i v e  in t h e  a r e a .  T h a t ' s  my main c o n c e r n  on use  o f  t h e  p a r k  l and  and you 
have  a d i f f i c u l t  j o b  as  how t o  me l d  t he  p a r k  us es  w i t h  t he  r e s i d e n t i a l  u s e s
t h a t  o c c u r  s i d e - b y - s i d e . That *  my main c o n c e r n  i s  t h a t  how does  t h e  p a r k  and
t h e  u s e s  t h a t  a r e  p r o p o s e d  a f f e c t  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  who l i v e  t h e r e .  Some c o n c e r n s  
I ' d  l i k e  t o  b r i n g  o u t :  1)  I ' d  l i k e  t o  s ee  a p o t e n t i a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  w h a t ' s
b e i n g  p r o p o s e d .  R i g h t  now t he  R ogne r  p r o p o s a l  t a l k s  a b ou t  d e v e l o p i n g  a
r o u g h l y  f i v e  m i l e  a r e a  o f  H i l a n d  Moun t a i n .  Why do we need t o  go a l l  t h e  way 
f r om one  h i ghway w i t h  a t r amway f i v e  m i l e s  back  i n t o  t he  v a l l e y ?  Cou l d  you 
p e r h a p s  have a l e s s e r  s i z e  d e v e l o pmen t  and s t i l l  accommodate mos t  o f  t h e
s k i e r s  t h a t  w i l l  be in t h e  a r e a  o r  do you need a l l  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  i s  b e i ng
t a l k e d  a b o u t ?  I ' d  l i k e  t o  s ee  t h a t  c o n s i d e r e d  as an a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  w h a t ' s
b e i n g  p r o p o s e d .  S i m i l a r l y  I ' d  l i k e  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  v e r y  l i m i t e d
a c c e s s  t o  t h e  a r e a  and I 'm v e r y  e n co u r a g ed  by Mr .  R o g n e r ' s  p r o p o s a l s ,  i s  t h a t  
t h e r e  w i l l  be l i m i t e d  a c c e s s .  I d o n ' t  want  t o  see  a c c e s s  coining o u t  p r i v a t e
a r e a s  o r  H i l a n d  Road i t s e l f  i n t o  t h e  s k i  a r e a .  I l i k e  t he  i d ea s  o f  whe r e
t h e r e ' s  a new r o ad  go i ng  i n t o  t l - h o t e l  and I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  one  o f  t h e  g r e a t  
a l t e r n a t i v e s  t h a t  h e ' s  p r o p o s e d .  S i m i l a r l y ,  I ' v e ,  a l s o  h e a r d  Mr .  Rogne r  go on 
r e c o r d  as  s t a t i n g  t h a t  he w i l l  n o t  need n i g h t  s k i i n g  t o  s u p p o r t  h i s  e conomi c  
d e v e l o p m en t .  S i x  months  ago  he t o l d  us t h a t  t he  o n l y  t h i n g  he needed t o  
s u p p o r t  h i s  ec onomi c  d e v e l o pmen t  was t h e  t r a i l s  on t he  g r e e n b e l t .  T h i s  i s  a 
new i d e a .  He t a l k e d  a b ou t  h o r s e b a c k  r i d i n g .  P e o p l e  come h e r e  t o  h i k e ,  s i x  
mon ths  l a t e r  we a r e  now h e a r i n g  a b ou t  s k i i n g .  I wou l d  l i k e  t o  t a k e  him up on
h i s  p r o p o s a l  t h a t  t h e r e  be no n i g h t  s k i i n g  and s u g ge s t  t h a t  DNR r o l l  t h a t  in
t o  a s e t  o f  c o n d i t i o n s  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  n o t  be any n i g h t  s k i i n g  in t he  a r e a .  As
one  r e s i d e n t  o f  H i l a n d  Road pu t  i t  a b ou t  two y e a r s  ago when I f i r s t  moved i n ,
" I  d o n ' t  want  my n e i g h b o r ' s  l i g h t  s h i n i n g  a t  me becau se  i t  r u i n s  rny v i ew  o f  
t h e  n o r t h e r n  l i g h t s . "  I can imag i ne  what  the  who l e  h i l l s i d e  w i l l  do i f  i t ' s  
l i t  up .  A n o t h e r  t h i n g  I ' d  r e a l l y  l i k e  t o  a s k  DNR t o  s t r o n g l y  c o n s i d e r  w i t h
t he  number  o f  c o n c e r n s  t h a t  have o c c u r r e d  a l l  a r o und  t he  Ancho r age  bowl  a r e a
on h i l l s i d e ,  P e t e r s  C r e e k ,  E a g l e  R i v e r ,  w i t h  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  w a t e r  q u a l i t y ,  
p l e a s e  e n s u r e  t h a t  t he  d e ve l o pmen t  does  no t  a f f e c t  r e s i d e n t i a l  w a t e r  q u a l i t y .  
My w a t e r  pump' s r o u g h l y  A00 f e e t  above  my h ou s e .  I t ' s  r i g h t  in the  bowl  a r e a  
where  t h e  s k i  d e ve l o pmen t  i s  g o i n g  t o  o c c u r .  I want  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  I can 
s t i l l  d r i n k  my w a t e r  and n o t  have  t o  t a k e  b o t t l e d  w a t e r  home.  The o t h e r  t h i n g
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I men t i oned  e a r l i e r  I j u s t  s t r o n g l y  s u gge s t  t h a t  DNR s t r o n g l y  c o n s i d e r  a t ­
t a c h i n g  a s e t  o f  c o n d i t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  d e v e l o pmen t .  I t  i s  no t  t o  be done 
gungho .  And as  k i nd  o f  an o f f - t h e - w a l l  comment ,  i s  t h a t  i f  t h i s  i s  such g r e a t  
l and f o r  p u b l i c  d e v e l o pmen t ,  p r i v a t e  d e ve l opmen t  and p e r h a p s  e v e r y o n e  s a y s  
t h a t  t he  p u b l i c  i s  g e t t i n g  in t he  way,  l e t ' s  l e t  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  be 
e n t r e p r e n u r s .  L e t ' s  use  t h i s  l a n d ,  s e l l  i t  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p e r ,  o r  l e a s e  i t  o u t  
a t  a h i gh  r a t e  o r  t r a d e  i t  f o r  some o t h e r  v a l u a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  w i t h i n  t he  
s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  L e t ' s  g e t  t h e  show mov i ng .  Gi ve  him t h e  l a n d  and l e t ' s  g e t  
t he  p u b l i c  o u t  o f  t h e  way.  And f i n a l l y  r ~ o n c e r n  on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d ­
i n g s ,  a t  l e a s t  one  o f  t h e  p r o p o s ed  l a n d i n g  s i t e s  w i l l  be moot  i f  t h e  s k i  
r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l  goes  f o rw a r d  because  where  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  i s  p r op o s e d  t o  l and 
w i l l  now be a t r amway .  Thank you .

Al  M e i n e r s : Dwight  N e i l l .

Dwight  N e i 11 : My name i s  Dwight  N e i l l  and I l i v e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 i  m i l e s  up
the  v a l l e y  r o ad  r i g h t  d i r e c t l y  a c r o s s  f r om wher e  t he  d e v e l o pmen t  i s  g o i n g  t o  
o c c u r .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h i s  i s  an e x c e l l e n t  us e  o f  s t a t e  p a r k  l a n d .  
I ' v e  been t o l d  t h a t  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  i s  r o u g h l y  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  s t a t e
o f  C o n n e c t i c u t  and i f  t h i s  i s  t r u e ,  t h e r e  c e r t a i n l y  i s  room in t h i s  p a r k  f o r
us e s  by many o f  t h e  v a r i e d  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  have been men t i o n e d  a l r e a d y  t o ­
n i g h t .  And t h i s  r e s o r t  I t h i n k  i s  an e x c e l l e n t  use  f o r  i t .  I ' v e  been t o l d  
a l s o  and you p e o p l e  f r om p a r k s  can c o r r e c t  me i f  I 'm w r ong ,  t h a t  9 8 . 5% o f  t h e  
p e o p l e  in A l a s k a  have  n e v e r  had a backpack  on t h e i r  back  and n e v e r  w i l l .  T h i s  
w i l l  p r o v i d e  them w i t h  some use  o f  t h e  s t a t e  p a r k  o t h e r  t h an  b a c k p a c k i n g .  
Acces s  has been men t i oned  numerous t imes  h e r e  t o n i g h t  and we do d e f i n i t e l y  
need more a c c e s s  p o i n t s  in Chugach S t a t e  P a r k .  I wou l d  l i k e  t h e  b a c k p a c k e r s  
a r e  h e r e  and t h e y  need some a d d i t i o n a l  a r e a  j u s t  up t he  r o ad  f r om  where  I l i v e  
i s  what  used t o  be a r o ad  t o  t he  t op  o f  B l u e b e r r y  R i dg e  and some y e a r s  ago  a 
l o c a l  l andowne r  t o o k  a backhoe  and c u t  t h i s  r o ad  o f f  and you can no l o n g e r  g e t  
up t h e r e  bu t  t h i s  r o ad  opens  up i n t o  t h e  uppe r  Meadow C r e e k  d r a i n a g e  a r e a  and 
I ' v e  backpacked  m y s e l f  back in t h e r e  f o r  days  and n e v e r  seen a s o u l .  T h i s  i s  
an e x c e l l e n t  a r e a  and t he  r o ad  s h ou l d  be r e opened  w i t h  an e s t a b l i s h e d  p a r k i n g  
l o t  and t h i s  wou l d  p r o v i d e  a g r e a t  de a l  more a r e a  f o r  b a c k p ac k i n g  and r e c r e ­
a t i o n a l  a r e a  then t he  p r op o s ed  r e s o r t  a r e a  and i t s  a l l  t h e r e  and no t  b e i ng  
used now becau se  you c a n ' t  g e t  t o  i t .  As f a r  a s  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g  in t h e  
p a r k ,  I 'm n o t  t o t a l l y  a g a i n s t  i t .  Hu ey - t y p e  h e l i c o p t e r s  have  a t e r r i b l e  b l a d e  
t h o c k  t o  them and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  c ommerc i a l  i n t e r e s t s  a r e  g o i n g  t o  use
t h o s e  bu t  t h e y  a r e  n o i s y  and so  f o r t h  and i f  t h e r e  was a v e r y  l i m i t e d  h e l i c o p ­
t e r  a c t i v i t y  on a s t r i c t l y  t r i a l  b a s i s  we mi gh t  want  t o  t a k e  a l o o k  a t  i t  and 
by v e r y  s t r i c t  I wou l d  say t he  r o u t e  t h a t  t he  h e l i c o p t e r  was g o i n g  t o  t a k e ,  
f o r  e xamp l e  you wou l d  be r e s t r i c t e d  t o  g o i ng  up A r c t i c  V a l l e y  Road ,  a p p r o a c h ­
ing t h e  l a n d i n g  a r e a  f r om t h e  Ancho r age  s i d e  and d e p a r t i n g  back  t owa rd  t he  
Ancho r age  s i d e .  I t  p o s s i b l y  mi gh t  be p o s s i o l e  bu t  f o r  j u s t  s i g h t s e e i n g  a r ound  
in a m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  p a r k  I 'm opposed  t o  i t .  A l s o ,  in t he  E a g l e  R i v e r  V a l l e y  
i t s e l f  b ecause  o f  t h e  moun t a i n s  i t  t e nds  t o  r e v e r b e r a t e  t h e  sound f r om s i d e -  
t o - s i d e  so  I wou l d  be s t r i c t l y  opposed  t o  any h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  in t h e  
v a l l e y  i t s e l f .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I ha ‘ ' e .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y ou ,  Dw i gh t .  Lynn C a t l i n .

Lynn C a t l i n : My name i s  Lynn C a t l i n  and I 'm oppo s ed  t o  t h e  r e s o r t  d e v e l opmen t
anywhere  in the p a r k .  I t h i n k  i t ' s  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  us e  o f  p u b l i c  l and  t o  have  a 
p r i v a t e  c o n c e s s i o n a i r e  come in and make a d e ve l o pmen t  f o r  h i s  p e r s o n a l



f i n a n c i a l  g a i n .  I f  Rogne r  wan t s  t o  make a d e v e l o pmen t  I t h i n k  he s h o u l d  do i t  
on p r i v a t e  l and  and c o n t a i n  h i s  d e ve l o pmen t  on E k l u t n a .  Tha t  wou l d  be f i n e .  
A n o t h e r  t h i n g  t h a t  I t h i n k  i s  im p o r t a n t  i s  t h e  p e o p l e  in t h e  Ancho r age  a r e a  
d i d n ' t  a s k  f o r  t h e  s k i  r e s o r t .  Rogne r  came up and p r o p o s e d  i t  t o  t h e  P a r k s  
and what  I ' v e  been h e a r i n g  t o n i g h t  i s  m a i n l y  e c onomi c  r e a s o n s  f o r  s u p p o r t i n g  
the  r e s o r t .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  c a u t i o n  s t a t e  p a r k s  and DNR t o  n o t  b a s e  t h e i r  d e c i ­
s i o n  be cau s e  t h e  p e o p l e  who s t a nd  t o  g a i n  f i n a n c i a l l y  f r om  t h i s  r e s o r t .  Sou th  
F o r k  r e s i d e n t s  s t and  t o  have  t h e i r  l and  v a l u e  go  up ;  i t  c o u l d  s k y  r o c k e t .  
E k l u t n a ,  I n c . ,  o f  c o u r s e  s t a n d s  t o  g a i n  a good p r o f i t .  E a g l e  R i v e r  r e s i d e n t s  
a r e  h op i ng  f o r  j o b s  and I c a n ' t  b l ame y o u ;  I 'm unemp l oyed  m y s e l f .  Ye t  I 
l o o k e d  i n t o  t h i s  a b i t  and t h e  g o i ng  r a t e  f o r  a shop manage r  in a r e s o r t  i s  
abou t  $ 5 . 2 5  an h ou r  so  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  w e ' r e  g o i ng  t o  g e t  r i c h  o f f  o f  a r e s o r t .  
And t h e  l a s t  t h i n g  I ' d  l i k e  t o  s a y  ab ou t  t h e  r e s o r t  i s  I f e e l  t h a t  R o g n e r ' s  
s t a t e m en t  o f  no n i g h t  s k i i n g  i s  h i g h l y  u n l i k e l y .  Many o f  you have  men t i on ed  
you l i v e  on t h e  sunny s i d e  o f  Sou th  F o r k .  I t ' s  a d a r k  v a l l e y ,  t h e  days  a r e  
v e r y  s h o r t  in w i n t e r  end I t h i n k  t h e r e  w i l l  be l i g h t s  up i f  t h e  r e s o r t  does  go 
i n .  As f o r  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  in t h e  p a r k ,  I 'm oppo s ed  t o  them,  t h e y ' r e  
n o i s y ,  t h e y  d i s t u r b  w i l d l i f e  and t h e y ' l l  d i s t u r b  p a r k  u s e r s .  Thank y ou .

Al  H e i n e r s : Dave B l a n c h e t .

Dave B l a n c h e t : I 'm Dave B l a n c h e t .  I 'm r e p r e s e n t i n g  K n i k  K a n o e r s  and
K a y a k e r s .  W e ' r e  an o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  some 300  f a m i l i e s .  We s p o n s o r  and a d v o ­
c a t e  p a d d l e  s p o r t s  in A l a s k a ,  t e a c h i n g  and o r g a n i z i n g  t r i p s  f o r  p a d d l e  s p o r t s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  w h i t e w a t e r  and f l a t w a t e r  p a d d l e  s p o r t s  and oc ean  p a d d l e  s p o r t s .  We 
a l s o  a r e  a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v e d  in a d v o c a t i n g  r i v e r  c o n s e r v a n c y  and w a t e r  q u a l i t y  
in A l a s k a .  F i r s t  I ' d  l i k e  t o  c o n g r a t u l a t e  S t a t e  P a r k s  on t h e i r  a p p a r e n t  
a t t a i n i n g  o f  t h e  g r e e n b e l t .  We ' ve  c e r t a i n l y  been a s t r o n g  a d v o c a t e  o f  t he  
g r e e n b e l t  and have gone on r e c o r d  r e p e a t e d l y  in f a v o r  o f  i t  s o  I 'm p l e a s e d  
i t ' s  g o t t e n  t h i s  f a r  a l o n g .  On t he  s k i  a r e a  t o p i c ,  I ' d  have  t o  s a y  t he  c l u b  
t a k e s  g e n e r a l l y  a n e u t r a l  v i ew .  We we r e  r a t h e r  d i s t r e s s e d  when t h e  d i r e c t o r ,  
N e i l  J o h a n n s e n ,  came o u t  s t r o n g l y  in f a v o r  o f  t h e  s k i  a r e a  b e f o r e  anybody  knew 
a n y t h i n g  a b ou t  i t .  The c l u b  f e e l s  t h a t  t h i s  i s  s o r t  o f  an a r r o g a n t  e f f o r t  by 
t he  d i r e c t o r  and goes  a g a i n s t  the  p u b l i c  p r o c e s s .  I f  t h e  p u b l i c  i s  unde r  t h e  
i mp r e s s i o n  t h a t  t h e  p a r k  wan t s  i t  and t he  p u b l i c  be damned,  i t ' s  s o r t  o f  a 
p o o r  way t o  a pp r o a c h  t he  p u b l i c  and s a y  now we want  t o  h e a r  y o u r  comments .  
What o u r  c o n c e r n s  a r e  w i t h  t h e  s k i  a r e a  a r e  in t h e  a r e a  o f  a i r ,  w a t e r  and 
n o i s e  p o l l u t i o n .  The p r op o s e d  s k i  a r e a  f o r  t h o s e  o f  you who d o n ' t  know i s  in 
one o f  t he  mos t  s n ow -d r o ugh t e d  a r e a s  in A l a s k a  and w i l l  r e q u i r e  ma s s i v e  
amount s  o f  snowmaking in o r d e r  t o  be s u c c e s s f u l .  Not  many o f  you have  t o  go 
t o o  f a r  back  t o  remember l a s t  y e a r  when A r c t i c  V a l l e y  was c l o s e d  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  
s e a s o n  l o n g ,  i t  opened up in t he  s p r i n g  t ime  l a t e  and t h i s  snowmaking w i l l
a p p a r e n t l y  r e s o l v e  t h a t  but  t h e r e ' s  g o i n g  t o  be h i gh  w a t e r  n e ed s .  The t e c h ­
n i qu e s  t h a t  have  been p r op o s e d  a r e  w e l l s ,  maybe none o f  t h i s  s t u f f  t h a t  we 
know.  We f e e l  t h a t  b e f o r e  we can a d e q u a t e l y  comment we need i n f o r m a t i o n  ab ou t  
t h i s .  As f a r  a s  n o i s e  p o l l u t i o n ,  t h i s  h a s n ' t  been made c l e a r .  The r e  i s  go i ng  
t o  have  t o  be ma s s i v e  amount s  o f  snowmaking done .  I s  i t  g o i n g  t o  be done
d u r i n g  t he  day?  P r o b a b l y  n o t ,  t h a t ' s  g o i ng  t o  r e a l l y  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  s k i e r s  so 
i t ' s  p r o b a b l y  g o i ng  t o  be done a t  n i g h t .  How do E a g l e  R i v e r  r e s i d e n t s  f e e l  
a b o u t  h a v i ng  snowb l owe r s  g o i ng  a l l  n i g h t .  Ar e  t h e y  g o i n g  t o  be a b l e  t o  run 
the  s n owb l owe r s  w i t h o u t  l i g h t s ?  Not any s k i  a r e a  i ' v e  s e e n .  P e r h a p s  y e s ;  I 
d o n ' t  know.  I t ' s  no t  a p p a r e n t .  None o f  t h e s e  f a c t s  have  been b r o u g h t  o u t .  
The w i n t e r  days  in A l a s k a  a r e  5 i  h o u r s  l o n g ,  t he  w i n t e r  sun i s  a t  a 5°  a n g l e
above  t h e  h o r i z o n ,  i t ' s  d a r k  in t he  w i n t e r .  Ar e  t h e y  g o i n g  t o  be a b l e  t o
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o p e r a t e  w i t h o u t  l i g h t s ?  P r o b a b l y  n o t ,  t h e y ' r e  g o i n g  t o  have  t o  have some
l i g h t i n g .  How l ong  a r e  t h o s e  l i g h t s  g o i n g  t o  be on?  Sewer  s y s t em .  Wha t ' s
g o i n g  t o  go on w i t h  t he  sewer  s y s t em?  I s  E a g l e  R i v e r  g o i n g  t o  be k e p t  w i t h
i t s  h i gh  l e v e l  o f  w a t e r  q u a l i t y ?  W i l l  Ancho r ag e  r e s i d e n t s ,  E a g l e  R i v e r  
r e s i d e n t s  have  t o  be pay hookup f e e s  f o r  t h e  d e ve l o pmen t ?  The r e  i s  no sewer  
f a c i l i t i e s ,  a s  you know,  be tween t h e  p r op o s ed  a r e a  and wh e r e v e r  t h e y ' r e
p l a n n i n g  t o  hookup .  We f e e l  l i k e  t h e r e ' s  n o t  enough i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  comment on 
h e r e  and we ' d  l i k e  t o  s ee  more i n f o r m a t i o n  made a v a i l a b l e  b e f o r e  we can
p a r t i c u l a r l y  comment on t h i s .  Thank you.  

Al  H e i n e r s :  Thanks .  Lynn T a t e .

Lynn T a t e : My name i s  Lynn T a t e .  ! am a r e s i d e n t  o f  H i l a n d  Road .  The o t h e r
n i g h t  a t  t he  o t h e r  h e a r i n g  I men t i on ed  t h a t  1 d r i v e  by t h e  new dump, t he  o l d  
dump, a p r i s o n  and a h a l f w a y  house  and I 'm e c s t a t i c  t h a t  anybody  wou l d  c o n s i d ­
e r  b u i l d i n g  a r e s o r t  in t h a t  a r e a .  And t he  r e a s o n s  t h a t  I ' v e  come t o  t h a t  
c o n c l u s i o n  wh i ch  I d i d n ' t  men t i o n  t h e  o t h e r  n i g h t  o t h e r  t han  t he  economi c  
b e n e f i t  I wou l d  l o v e  t o  see my house  v a l u e  s k y r o c k e t .  Th s t  wou l d  be f u n .  But 
t h e  o t h e r  r e a s o n  i s  E k l u t n a  can do what t h ey  want  t o  w i t h  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y ,  
b a s i c a l l y ,  I mean w i t h i n  r e a s o n ,  t h e y  can do what  t h ey  want  t o  w i t h  t h e i r  
p r o p e r . y .  The s k i  r e s o r t  i s  c l e a n  i n d u s t r y .  T h a t ' s  g r e a t  f o r  u s .  The o n l y  
way t h e y  can do t h a t  i s  w i t h  t h o s e  s k i  r uns  and t h e y  need t h a t  f r om  t h e  p a r k .
I l o v e  t o  s k i ,  I t h i n k  i t ' s  a good use  f o r  a b o r d e r  a r e a  o f  t he  s t a t e  p a r k  
l a n d s .  Thank y ou .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thanks .  Ga ry  T a t e .

Gary T a t e : [ n o t  i n t e l l i g i b l e ]

Al  M e i n e r s : Vern U n g e r e c h t .

Vern U n q e r e c h t : Thank y ou .  I 'm Vern U n g e r e c h t .  I 'm on t h e  Bo r ough As semb l y
in t h e  Mat - Su Bo r o ugh .  I ' v e  come h e r e  t o n i g h t  w i t h  some mixed emo t i o n s  ab ou t  
t h i s  p r o j e c t  and as  you p r o b a b l y  a l l  can g u e s s .  I was a r e s i d e n t  h e r e  on the 
Sou th  F o r k  E a g l e  R i v e r  b e f o r e  mos t  o f  you were  p r o b a b l y  up h e r e .  I moved 
t h e r e  in 1959 and t h a t  was a muddy t r a i l  up t h e r e .  I have  some r e a l
c o n c e r n  ab ou t  t h e  l a c k  o f  p ! a n n ! ',g and the way t h i s  p r o j e c t  i s  b e i ng  r amrodded 
t h r o u g h .  As you a l l  know we ' v e  been wo r k i ng  on t he  H a t c h e r  Pa s s  d e ve l o pmen t  
f o r  q u i t e  a w h i l e  now and we ' v e  gone t h r o u gh  a l o t  o f  s t u d i e s ,  we ' v e  done a l l  
t he  wo r k  n e c e s s a r y  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  was a f e a s i b l e  p r o j e c t .  Now you 
j u s t  d o n ' t  do t h i s  o v e r n i g h t .  I t  t a k e s  some t ime  t o  d e v e l o p  a l l  t h i s .  I t  
seems t o  me t h a t  f o r  some r e a s o n  Mr .  J ohannsen  seems t o  want  t o  push t h i s  
t h r o u gh  r e a l  f a s t .  Maybe t h e y  d o n ' t  want  t o  compete a g a i n s t  t h e  H a t c h e r  Pa s s  
p r o j e c t  o r  t h e y  want  t o  g e t  i t  o u t  b e f o r e  t h e  H a t c h e r  Pa s s  p r o j e c t .  The 
Ha t ch e r  Pa s s  p r o j e c t ,  as  you p r o b a b l y  know,  i s  a l r e a d y  in t h e  b i d  s t a g e  f o r  
p r o p o s a l s  and mov ing a l o n g  r e a l  w e l l .  I can s u r e  s ymp a t h i z e  w i t h  e v e r y b o d y ' s  
o p i n i o n s ,  t h e  Chamber o f  Commerce and t he  communi t y  c o u n c i l s .  We a l l  need 
j o b s .  Not  j u s t  E a g l e  R i v e r ,  no t  j u s t  t he  V a l l e y ,  bu t  t he  who l e  s t a t e  needs  

o t s  o f  j o b s .  We need an economi c  b a s e .  We need a p l a c e  f o r  c o t t a g e  i n d u s ­
t r i e s .  In f a c t ,  my own b u s i n e s s  t h a t  I own and o p e r a t e  o u t  o f  W a s i l l a  does  a 
l o t  o f  wo rk  in E a g l e  R i v e r  h e r e .  I g o t  a s e r v i c e  b u s i n e s s  and I 'm s u r e  i t  
wou l d  h e l p  my b u s i n e s s ,  t o o .  But  I t h i n k  i t  d e s e r v e s  a p r o p e r ,  l o n g e r  l o o k  a t  
t he  who l e  p r o j e c t .  I t  seems t o  me t h a t  I h a v e n ' t  s e en  a n y t h i n g  r e a l  c o n c r e t e  
on a l o t  o f  d i f f e r e n t  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  f o r  t h i s  s k i  r e s o r t .  T h e r e ' s
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a l o t  o f  q u e s t i o n s .  L i k e  i t ' s  been s a i d  s e v e r a l  t i m e s ,  i t ' s  a b s o l u t e l y  
r i d i c u l o u s  t o  t h i n k  you can o p e r a t e  a s k i  a r e a  w i t h o u t  l i g h t s .  These p r o j e c t s  
a r e  r o t  n o t a b l y  h i gh  moneymaker s  t o  s t a r t  w i t h .  I j u s t  wou l d  l i k e  t o  c a u t i o n  
e v e r y b o d y  t o  l o o k  a t  i t .  I w o n ' t  be a b l e  t o  t e s t i f y  a t  t he  mee t i ng  Thursday- 
n i g h t  a t  W a s i l l a .  We have  an a s s emb l y  mee t i ng  t h a t  n i g h t  and s o  t h e r e  w i l l  be 
a l o t  o f  p e o p l e  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h a t  t h a t  n i g h t .  W e ' r e  g o i ng  t o  be s e t t i n g  the  
budge t  t he  same as you p e o p l e  have j i  s t  gone t h r o u gh  Thu r sda y  n i g h t .  What 
y o u ' r e  g o i n g  t o  h e a r  i s  j u s t  t h e  o p p o s i t e  o f  what  you he a r d  h e r e .  I mean i t ' s  
g o i n g  t o  be no t o  E a g l e  R i v e r  and ye s  t o  up t h e r e .  I h a t e  t o  see  t he  two 
a r e a s  in a b a t t l e .  I f  you t h i n k  y o u ' v e  g o t  a bedroom communi ty S e r e ,  you 
o u gh t  t o  s ee  i t  up t h e r e .  P l e a s e  l o o k  a t  i t  r e a l  c l o s e l y .  I 'm c o nce r n ed  f o r  
t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e s t y l e  h e r e  as  I am up t h e r e .  I 'm c o nce r n ed  a b ou t  t h e  
b e au t y  o f  the  a r e a .  S ou t h  F o r k  o f  E a g l e  R i v e r  i s  one  o f  t he  mos t  g o r g e ou s  
p l a c e s  in t he  w o r l d .  You can go up t h e r e ,  t h e  v i ew  i s  i n c o mp a r a b l e .  So 
p l e a s e  r e v i ew  i t  r e a l  c l o s e l y  and a s k  a l l  t h e  r i g h t  q u e s t i o n s  and make s n r e  
i t ' s  a p r o p e r  p r o j e c t  b e f o r e  one  s u p e r du p e r  d e v e l o p e r  comes in h e r e  and t h i n k s  
h e ' s  g o t  a l l  t h e  a n s we r s .  Thank you .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y o u .  S t e v e  C yp r a .

S t e v e  C y p r a : Hy name i s  S t e v e  Cypr a  and I l i v e  in P a lme r  and I 'm a p r i v a t e
c i t i z e n .  I p r o b a b l y  wou l d  have  t e s t i f i e d  in W a s i l l a  e x c e p t  by t he  t ime  I made 
t he  d e c i s i o n  t o  come h e r e  t h e r s  h a d n ' t  bee/;  a h e a r i n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  y e t  in 
W a s i l l a .  The r e  a r e  p r o b a b l y  a l o t  o f  i s s u e s  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p r o j e c t  t h a t  i 
s h o u l d n ' t  even b e g i n  t o  t r y  t o  comment o n .  Some o f  t h o s e  p e r t a i n  t o  t he  
l i f e s t y l e  impac t  t h a t  t a k e s  p l a c e .  O t h e r s  p e r t a i n  t o  t h e  changes  in t he  
m a s t e r  p l a n  and p r e c e d e n t s  and r a m i f i c a t i o n s  t h a t  v/ould need .  What I wou l d 
l i k e  t o  a s k  you t o  c o n s i d e r  t o n i g h t  i s  what  I t h i n k  i s  p r o b a b l y  a r e g i o n a l  
p r o b l em  o r  i s s u e  and one t h a t  wou l d  p r o b a b l y  a l s o  go beyond p a r k s  t o  an e x t e n t  
and t h a t  i s  w h i l e  I may e n d o r s e  t he  i dea  o f  economic  d e v e l o pmen t  c e r t a i n l y  t he  
i dea  b e i ng  p r e s s e d  upon t h e  E a g l e  R i v e r  a r e a  and I t h i n k  a r e s o r t  i s  s ome th i ng
t h a t  e v e r y o n e  can a p p r e c i a t e  and be w i l l i r g  t o  a c c e p t .  I t ' s  v e r y  p r e d i c t a b l e
p e o p l e  w o u l d .  The s k i  d e v e l o pmen t  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  r e s o r t  p r o j e c t  I have  a 
c o u p l e  o f  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t .  P r i m a r i l y  f r om  the  s t a n d p o i n t  t h a t  I s ee  t h i s  as  a 
r e s o u r c e  t h a t  i s  v e r y  l i m i t e d .  The r e  i s  v e r y  f ew q u a l i t y  a r e a s  in t h i s  r e g i o n  
t h a t  have  t he  p o t e n t i a l  t o  a t t r a c t  no t  o n l y  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  bu t  t h e  l o c a l  ma r k e t  
i s  g o i n g  t o  be s u c c e s s f u l .  I f  we t a k e  an a r e a  and d e v e l o p  i t  based upon one 
i n d i v i d u a l ' s  i n t e r e s t  o r  p a r t i c u l a r  f i n a n c i a l  p l a n  w i t h o u t  l o o k i n g  a t  i t  w i t h  
o u r  o v e r a l l  a s s e t s  a r e  f o r  t h i s  a r e a  we c o u l d  be p r e c l u d i n g  in t h e  l ong  run 
some o f  o u r  g r e a t e r  s k i  a r e a s  and I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  even more im p o r t a n t  f r om t he  
s t a n d p o i n t  t h a t  we d o n ' t  have  t he  ma r k e t s  i n - s t a t e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  s u p p o r t  
more t han  one s k i  a r e a .  W h i l e  on one hand I may w i t h  my v e r y  l i m i t e d  k n ow l ­
edge say  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  E a g l e  f i v e r  a r e  e n t h u s i a s t i c  ab ou t  a r e s o r t  I can
u n d e r s t a n d  i t  and p e r h a p s  i t  c h o u l a  be done i f  some o f  the  o t h e r  i s s u e s  can be
accommodat ed .  But  on t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  the  i s s u e  a b ou t  t h e  s k i i n g  in i t s e l f  i s
a n o t h e r  [ u n i n t e l l i g i b l e ]

Al H e i n e r s : Ed Hoope r .

Ed H o o p e r : I 'm Ed Hoope r  and I l i v e  up in H i l a n d .  I am t o t a l l y  in f a v o r  o f
t h i s  p r o j e c t .  E v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  we ' v e  seen a t  e v e r y  mee t i n g  has answe r ed  t he
q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  I t h i n k  w e ' r e  a l l  c o nc e r n ed  a b o u t .  One,  e c o nom i c s ,  two,  wh a t ' s  
t he  s o c i a l  impa c t ,  and what  t h e  f u t u r e  h o l d s  f o r  o u r s e l v e s  in the  v a l l e y  as 
w e l l  a s  t he  r i p p l e  e f f e c t  i t  w i l l  have  in t he  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  And p e r h a p s
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c o m p e t i t i o n  i s  go od .  I f  a man t h a t  has an o r g a n i z a t i o n  as  i n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  i s  
w i l l i n g  t o  come up t o  o u r  v a l l e y  and i n v e s t  t h e  amount  o f  money and t ime t h a t  
u n d o u b t e d l y  he h a s ,  t hen I t h i n k  we s h o u l d  be b eh i nd  him.  I mean bu r e a i  ‘ r a t -  
i c a l l y ,  I mean t h e  p e o p l e  l i v i n g  in t h i s  a r e a .  I f e e l  t h a t  we s h ou l d  g e t  o f f  
t h e  dime and push t h i s  p r o j e c t  t h r o u g h .  Y e s ,  t h e r e  a r e  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  have t o  
be answe r ed  and I know w i t h i n  h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  s h o u l d  we come up w i t h  
q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  p e r t i n e n t ,  he has an swe r s  f o r  them.  Now, i t  d o e s n ' t  make 
any s e n s e  t o  be s e l f i s h  a b ou t  o u r  v a l l e y .  W e ' r e  a l l  g o i n g  t o  have t o  b e a r  
some i n c o n v e n i e n c e s  but  in o r d e r  t o  make t h i s  p r o j e c t  g o ,  and I mean f o r  
A l a s k a ,  I t h i n k  i t  i s  n o t h i n g  bu t  an A+ p r o j e c t  f o r  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  I ' v e  s e en .  
I t ' s  good f o r  m y s e l f ,  i t ' s  good f o r  my k i d s ,  i t ' s  good f o r  t h e  s c h o o l s .  The r e  
i s  n o t h i n g  t h a t  I can s e e  t h a t  wi 1 1 make me v o t e  no on a p r o j e c t  l i k e  t h i s .  
As f a r  a s  w i t h  t he  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  I ' v e  seen so  f a r .  P e r h a p s  down t h e  r oad 
t h e r e  mi gh t  be some a d d i t i o n a l  t h i n g s  t h a t  may c r o p  up t h a t  c e r t a i n l y  we have 
t o  be on t op  o f .  As f a r  as  t h e  g r e e n b e l t  i s  c o n c e r n e d ,  y e s  I 'm in f a v o r  o f  
i t .  I 'm no t  e n t hu s ed  a b o u t  m o t o r i z e d  t r a f f i c  in t he  a r e a .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  a r e  
s o  many o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h e  v a l l e y  can o f f e r .  And f i n a l l y  w i t h  r e g a r d s  t o  the  
h e l i c o p t e r  I 'm t o t a l l y  a g a i n s t  i t .  Thank y o u .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y ou ,  Ed.  B e t s y  Ga rdn e r ?

B e t s y  G a r d n e r : I 'm B e t s y  Ga r dn e r  and I ' v e  l i v e d  in E a g l e  R i v e r  f o r  s i x  y e a r s .
I 'm s p e a k i n g  f o r  m y s e l f .  I am in f a v o r  o f  t h e  s k i  r e s o r t .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  ;h«?t
s i n c e  t h i s  s k i  r e s o r t  and Mr .  Rogne r  has s t u d i e d ,  t h a t  p e o p l e  w i l l  m o s t l y  come 
f r om t he  o u t s i d e  t o  s k i ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  h a v i ng  t h i s  s k i  r e s o r t  wou l d
n e c e s s a r i l y  p r e c l u d e  h a v i ng  a n o t h e r  s k i  r e s o r t ,  s a y  in H a t c h e r  P a s s .  I t h i n k
t h a t  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e r e  c o u l d  be more t han  one  s k i  r e s o r t  in o u r  a r e a  
and i t  wou l d  be good f o r  t h e  economy a s  w e l l  as  o u r  communi ty  t o  s u p p o r t
d e ve l o pmen t  such as  t h i s .  I a l s o  t h i n k  t h a t  Mr .  R ogne r  s h o u l d n ' t  be r i d d e n  
t h r o u g h  a l o t  o f  r ed t a pe  in t h i s .  I t h i n k  t h a t  we s h o u l d  do e v e r y t h i n g  we
can t o  a s s i s t  him.  I do f e e l  t h a t  t he  s t a t e  has q u i t e  a f ew q u a l i f i e d  p e o p l e
t o  s t u d y  h i s  p l a n  and we s h o u l d  r e l y  on t he  s t a t e  t o  h e l p  t o  make t h o s e
d e c i s i o n s .  I do have a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  c o n c e r n  a b ou t  t h e  w a t e r  and how much 
w a t e r  i t  wou l d  t a k e  t o  make t h e  snow up t h e r e  and I wou l d  l i k e  t o  u r ge  t he  
s t a t e ,  a f t e r  t h ey  t a k e  a l o o k  a t  h i s  p l a n ,  t o  do t h e i r  own s t u d y  o f  t he  w a t e r  
t o  make s u r e  t h a t  i t  w o n ' t  d e t r i m e n t a l l y  a f f e c t  t h e  E a g l e  R i v e r  w a t e r  s y s t em 
and what  we have .  I d o n ' t  t  i n k  t h a t  i t  w i l l  and I t h i n k  t h a t  he can do i t
bu t  I wou l d  l i k e  t o  n o t  b r i n g  t h a t  back  b e f o r e  t he  p u b l i c  f o r  a l o t  o f  h e a r ­
i ng s  on e v e r y  a s p e c t .  I ' d  l i k e  t h e  s t a t e  t o  be a b l e  t o  do t h a t .  As f a r  as
t he  g r e e n b e l t ,  I wou l d  l i k e  t o  s e e  a t r a i l  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r  and
I wou l d  a l s o  l i k e  t o  see some v e r y  c l e a r  s i g n s  and some e a s y  p l a c e s  t o  g e t  o u t  
o f  t h e  r i v e r  b e f o r e  t h e  w a t e r  g e t s  t o o  r o ugh .  T h e r e ' s  been a l o t  o f  a c c i d e n t s  
t h e r e .  I j u s t  went  on i t  r e c e n t l y  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime and g o t  o u t  where i t  
s a i d  n o v i c e  e x i t  ?nd j u s t  a b o u t  d i e d  h a u l i n g  my c anoe  up t h a t  h i l l .  I am 
oppo s ed  t o  t he  h e l . - o p t e r  l a n d i n g .

Al M e i n e r s : C e c e l i a ,  I 'm s o r r y  I m i s s e d  y o u .

C e c e l i  a D i t t r  i c k : I 'm C e c e l i a  D i t t r i c k  and I am a 19 y e a r  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t .  My
knowl edge  a b ou t  t he  r r o p o s e d  s k i  r e s o r t  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  what  I have r e ad  in the  
p a p e r .  I wou l d  l i k e  t o  comment on an a r t i c l e  h e r e  f r om t he  T imes ,  May 19 ,  
C o n s e i v a t  i on O r g a n i z a t i o n s  Oppose Chugach Sk i  R e s o r t  and I q u o t e ,  "The  sk i  
p r o p o s a l  d i d n ' t  s t a r t  w i t h  a man l o c a l l y ,  i t  s t a r t e d  w i t h  t he  d e v e l o p e r s ,  s a i d  
R i c k  Ma ron ,  A c t i n g  P r e s i d e n t  o f  F r i e n d s  o f  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k " .  I f e e l  t h a t
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l o c a l  demand i s  s u b j e c t  t o  d e f i n i t i o n  in t h i s  c a s e .  L e t  me t e l i  you in my own 
e x p e r i e n c e  what  I mean.  The C h u g i a k - E a g l e  R i v e r  E l e m en t a r y  and J u n i o r  High 
Sk i  P r og r am a t  A l y e s k a  i s  w e l l  known in t he  communi t y  and I have p a r t i c i p a t e d  
a s  a v o l u n t e e r .  What t h a t  means i s  g o i n g  in t h e  mo r n i ng  w i t h  f i v e ,  s i x ,  s e ven  
s c h oo l  buses  j am packed w i t h  k i d s  t o  A l y e s k a *  S e v e r a l  hund r ed  k i d s .  You a r e  
on t h e  r o ad  h a l f  o f  t h e  day coming and g o i n g  t o  and f r om t h e  sk i  r e s o r t  and 
t he  same goes  f o r  t he  e v e n i n g .  I t  means t h a t  you have- t o  spend h a l f  o f  y o u r  
day  and h a l f  o f  y o u r  e n e r g y  coming and g o i n g  t o  and f r om t h e  s k i  r e s o r t .  I 
t h i n k  i t ' s  v e r y  u n f a i r  t o  make d i s t a n c e  an added r i s k  f a c t o r  r e q u i r emen t  f o r  
young and no t  so  v e r y  young s k i e r s  and I t h i n k  i t ' s  o u r  t u r n  in E ag l e  R i v e r  t o  
have  a s k i  r e s o r t  i f  t h a t  i s  p o s s i b l e  and can be d e v e l o p e d .  And pe r haps  i t  i s  
a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  me t o  s a y  t h a t  I was b o r n  and r a i s e d  in A u s t r i a  and I have 
a f i l i a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  b u s i n e s s  communi ty  t h e r e  and I know o f  D r .  R o g n e r ' s  
r e p u t a t i o n  wh ich i s  v e r y ,  v e r y  e x c e l l e n t .  He ' s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w e l l  known f o r  
c a r r y i n g  t h r o u gh  in d e t a i l s  on h i s  p r o j e c t s .  Thank y ou .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y ou .  Lynne B u r k w i s t .

Lynne B u r k w i s t : My name i s  Lynne B u r k w i s t  and I am a r e s i d e n t  o f  E a g l e  R i v e r
as  w e l l  a s  wo r k  h e r e .  I 'm in f a v o r  o f  g r a n t i n g  a l e a s e  f o r  t h e  use  o f  the 
s t a t e  p a r k  l and  f o r  t h e  p r op o s e d  d o w nh i l l  s k i  a r e a .  I 'm f r om  the  s t a t e  o f  
Wa s h i ng t on  and t h ey  have a l o t  o f  s k i  a r e a s  in Wash i ng t on  and t h e y ' r e  a l l  on 
s t a t e  l a n d ,  many o f  them p r i v a t e l y  run and \ d o n ' t  s e e  why t h a t  c o nc e p t  c a n ' t  
wo r k  j u s t  as  e a s i l y  h e r e  as  i t  doe' ,  in t he  l owe r  4 8 .  The de ve l o pmen t  be i ng  
p r op o s e d  by D r .  Rogne r  and E k l u t n a  i s  g o i n g  t o  b r i n g  in m i l l i o n s  t o  t h e  s t a t e .  
The p ' o j e c t  a l o n e  i s  s c he d u l e d  t o  c o s t  s ome th i ng  l i k e  $ 170  m i l l i o n  t o  b u i l d .
I c a n ' t  imag i ne  them no t  g o i ng  o v e r  t he  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  d o i ng  t h e  p r o j e c t  and 
t he  impac t  on t h e  communi t y  as  w e l l  as  Depa r tmen t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  and t he  
D i v i s i o n  o f  P a r k s  s t u d y i n g  t h i s  j u s t  as w e l l .  I t ' s  g o i n g  t o  c r e a t e  a b ou t  
2 , 0 0 0  j o b s  f o r  u s ,  b o l s t e r  t he  to» . ’ sm in A l a s k a  wh i ch  i s  an i n d u s t r y  t h a t  we 
d e f i n i t e l y  need more o f ,  i t  w i l l  b i h e avy  impact  on o u r  communi t y  r i g h t  h e r e  
a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  Ancho r ag e  a r e a  ar  o u t r e a c h i n g  a r e a s .  F a i r b a n k s  —  I c a n ' t  
imag i ne  t h a t  t o u r i s t s  coming t o  A . ^ s k a  w i l l  s t r i c t l y  come t o  t h i s  r e s o r t  and 
no t  s ee  what  F a i r b a n k s  i s  l i k e  o r  Kena i  o r  some o f  t h e  o t h e r  a r e a s .  I d o n ' t  
f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  p r o j e c t  w i l l  d i m i n i s h  t h e  b u s i n e s s  f r om  e x i s t i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  o r  
o t h e r  f a c i l i t i e s  be i ng  p l a nn e d  f o r  t he  f u t u r e .  M a j o r  s k i  a r e a s ,  as  I s a i d ,  in 
t h e  l ow e r  4 8 ,  you go t h e r e  and in t h e  communi ty  you have  a number o f  c h o i c e s  
as  t o  whe r e  you want  t o  s k i  and I t h i n k  i t ' s  t ime  t h a t  we s t a r t  t o  c u l t i v a t e  
t he  f r e e dom o f  whe r e  <<e can s k i ,  t o o .  As f a r  a s  no t  h a v i ng  n i g h t  s k i i n g  and 
i t  b e i ng  v e r y  d a r k  in t h e  w i n t e r ,  I do a g r e e ,  howeve r  n o t  t o  have t h e  who l e  
p l a c e  opened up f o r  n i g h t  s k i i n g  I wou l d  p e r s o n a l l y  l i k e  t o  s ee  some n i g h t  
s k i i n g  as  I am a w o r k i n g  mo t h e r  and I wou l d  l o v e  t o  be a b l e  t o  s k i  in the 
e v e n i n g  t ime  c l o s e  t o  my home w i t h  my c h i l d r e n .  A g a i n ,  I a l s o  gr ew up in t he  
S e a t t l e  a r e a  s k i  s c h o o l s  a s  t h e  woman j u s t  t e s t i f i e d  i s  s ome th i ng  t h a t  I grew 
up f r om  g r a d e  s c h o o l  on and I wou l d  l o v e  t o  s e e  t h a t  be s ome th i ng  t h a t  n.y son 
can have  and g r ow up w i t h .  T r y i n g  t o  g e t  him down t o  A l y e s k a  f o r  some good 
s k i i n g  i s  j u s t  d i f f i c u l t  when y o u ' r e  b o t h  w o r k i n g  and t a k e  S a t u r d a y s  and 
Sundays  t o  g e t  some q u a l i t y  good s k i i n g  and t h e r e  j u s t  i s n ' t  enough t ime  on 
weekends  o n l y  t o  g e t  good s k i i n g  and t o  c u l t i v a t e  good l i t t l e  s k - ' r s .  T h a t ' s  
a l l  I have  t o  s a y .

Al M e i n e r s : Thank y o u .  C r a i g  C ampb e l l .



C r a i g  Campbe l 1 : Thank y ou .  I C r a i g  C ampb e l l ,  one  o f  the two assembl ymen
t h a t  do e s  r e p r e s e n t  t h i s  a r e a .  F o r  t h e  l a s t  y e a r  I have been i n v o l v e d  w i t h
wa t ch i n g  t h e  d e ve l o pmen t  o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t  and what  I want  t o  t a l k  abou t  t o n i g h t
i s  s t r i c t l y  t h e  a ! l o w i n g  o f  s k i i n g  and r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e s  by t he  Rogner  d e v e l ­
opment  in t h e  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k .  T o n i g h t  you have  seen  r e s i d e n t s  f r om the  
H i l a n d  a r e a ,  S ou t h  F o r k ,  E a g l e  R i v e r ,  Chug i a k  come o u t  and say  t hey  a r e  in
f a v o r  o f  t h i s  d e v e l o pmen t .  We ' r e  t a l k i n g  economi c  d e v e l o pmen t  f o r  no t  o n l y  
A n ch o r a g e ,  n o t  o n l y  A l a s k a ,  bu t  o u r  b a c k y a r d ,  o u r  n e i g h b o r h o o d .  We a r e  t he  
one s  who w i l l  have  t o  e n du r e  t he  e c on om i c ,  t h e  e n v i r o n m en t a l  and t he  s o c i a l  
impac t s  o f  t h i s  d e v e l o pme n t .  And c l e a r l y  i t ' s  been seen t h a t  t h i s  communi ty 
e n d o r s e s  t h a t  bu t  wnat  I wou l d  a l s o  l i k e  t o  t a l k  ab ou t  i s  a b i g g e r  i s s u e  t h a t  
t r a n s c e n d s  j u s t  t h e  l o c a l  i n v o l v emen t  h e r e .  Economic d e ve l o pmen t  i s  t he  buzz  
wo rd  o f  t h e  l a t e  ' 8 0 s .  G o v e r n o r  Cowper  has " T r a d t  A l a s k a " .  The Ancho r age  
As s emb l y  i s  g o i n g  t o  be a s k ed  t o  e n d o r s e  t he  Ancho r age  Economic  Deve l o pmen t  
C o r p o r a t i o n .  W e ' r e  g o i n g  t o  be a s k ed  t o  pu t  in $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  a l o n g  w i t h  p r i v a t e
b u s i n e s s  p u t t i n g  in $ 50 0 , 0 0 0 , a l o n g  w i t h  t he  s t a t e  p u t t i n g  in $500 , 000 ' f o r  a 
g r an d  t o t a l  o f  $ 1 . 5  m i l l i o n  t o  d e v e l o p  ec onomi c  b u s i n e s s e s  in t h e  Ancho r age  
a r e a .  T h i s  i s  one  o f  t h e  m a j o r  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  can c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h a t .  Not  
o n l y  does  i t  p r o v i d e  j o b s ,  n o t  o n l y  does  i t  p r o v i d e  s e c u r i t y  f o r  o u r  a r e a  and 
h e l p  make E a g l e  R i v e r / C h u g i a k  an i nde pende n t  communi t y ;  i t  a l s o  b r i n g s  in 
a d d i t i o n a l  money ,  money f r om o u t s i d e  t h e  a r e a .  And my l i m i t e d  economi c  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  i s  t h a t  money b r o u g h t  in m u l t i p l e s  f a r  f a s t e r  and t a r  f u r t h e r  
t hen  money i n t e r n a l l y  s p e n t .  T h i s  i s  good f o r  u s .  Our  n e i g h b o r s  a r e  s a y i n g  
i t ' s  good f o r  u s .  I t ' s  d e s i r e d  and I recommend t h a t  y o u r  m a s t e r  p l a n  e n d o r s e  
t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  r e c r e a t i o n a l  use  by s k i i n g  in t he  s t a t e  p a r k  on t h e  H i l a n d  and 
Sou t h  F o r k  a r e a s .  As a p l a n n e r ,  I want  t o  c omp l imen t  you on y o u r  wo r k  e f f o r t  
h e r e  b e cau s e  I a l s o  d e a l  w i t h  t h i s  as  a p r o f e s s i o n .  Y ou r  t a s k  i s  d i f f i c u l t  
and " e ' l l  be a w a i t i n g  y o u r  coming back  t o  us w i t h  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  because  
t h e y  a r e  g o i n g  t o  be mos t  i n t e r e s t i n g .  I a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  e f f o r t ,  t h e  p e o p l e  
h e r e  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  t e s imo n y  t h e y ' v e  been a b l e  t o  g i v e  t o  you t o n i g h t  and 
e n c o u r a g e  you t o  p r e s s  on .

Al  H e i n e r s : Thank y o u .  Doug Dowden.

Doug Dowden : My name i s  Doug Dowden.  I 'm a r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  a r e a .  I s t r o n g l y
f a v o r  t h e  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t  bu t  a l s o  wanted t o  s t a t e  t h a t  I was p e r s o n n a l l y  
q u i t e  s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  some o f  t h e  p u b l i c  t e s t i m o n y  wh i ch  o c c u r r e d  a t  S e r v i c e  
High S c hoo l  l a s t  week and t h en  t o  some e x t e n t  a g a i n  t o n i g h t  I c e r t a i n l y  
a n t i c i p a t e d  t h e r e  wou l d  be c o nc e r n  e x p r e s s e d  o v e r  t h e  impac t  o f  t he  p r o p o s ed  
s k i  c o n c e s s i o n  on t h e  o t h e r  u s e r s  o f  t h e  p a r k ,  t h e  w i l d l i f e ,  and most  o f  a l l  I 
e x p e c t e d  t h e r e  be a comment ,  some c o n c e r n ,  e x p r e s s e d  o v e r  t he  l i f e s t y l e  o f  the 
s u r r o u n d i n g  commun i t y .  A l l  t h o s e  a r e  v e r y  n a t u r a l  c o n c e r n s  which s h o u l d  be 
a d d r e s s e d .  What I d i d n ' t  a n t i c i p a t e ,  p e r h a p s  I s h o u K  was t h a t  some o f  the 
l o u d e s t  and b e s t  o r g a n i z e d  o p p o s i t i o n  wou l d  come f r om  a g r oup  who had no 
p a r t i c u l a r  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  p a r k  i t s e l f  o r  t h e  communi ty  o r  t h e  w i l d l i f e  o r  any 
o f  t h e  a u x i l l i a r y  c o n c e r n s .  Tha t  t hey we r e  p r i m a r i l y  d e a d s e t  t o  h a l t  t h i s  
p r o j e c t  b e c au s e  i t  wou l d  p r o v i d e  c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  t h e i r  own p l a nne d  p r o j e c t  in 
H a t c h e r  P a s s .  The r e  have  been s e v e r a l  comments made h e r e  t o n i g h t .  The u r g i n g  
t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  P a r k s  n o t  t o  j u s t  l i s t e n  t o  t h o s e  p e o p l e  w i t h  t he  bucks  and 
t h a t  j u s t  have d o l l a r  s i g n s  in a n y t h i n g  t h e y  do .  My comment on t h a t  wou l d  be 
y o u ' v e  g o t  t o  g i v e  some c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  t he  economi c  impac t  any p r o j e c t  wou l d  
h a v e .  And c e r t a i n l y  I wou l d  be l e s s  t han  h o n e s t  i f  I was t o  s a y  I was u n c o n ­
c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  e c onomi c s  o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  I 'm q u i t e  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  i t ,  the  
impac t  i t  w i l l  have  on t he  a r e a .  But  I w i l l  s t a t e  t h a t  i f  you want  t o  i g n o r e
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t h e  p e o p l e  who a r e  t r y i n g  t o  k i l l  t he  p a r k  be cau se  o f  bucks  y o u ' r e  we l come t o  
i g n o r e  them.  L a s t  week ,  theri-.  h a s n ' t  been t o o  much h e r e  t o n i g h t  be cau se  most  
o f  t h e  p e o p l e  h e r e  I t h i n k  know b e t t e r ,  bu t  t h e r e  was q u i t e  a l o t  l a s t  week 
s t a t e d ,  r e a l l y  s t r o n g  q u e s t i o n i n g  o*  t ha  v i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t .  That
Rogne r  was a f r a u d ,  d i d n ' t  have t he  money ,  t h e  who l e  t h i n g ' s  a sham and 
a n y o n e ' s  an i d i o t  who t h i n k s  t h a t  someone wou l d  come f r om a r ound  t h e  w o r l d  t o  
a r e s o r t  f a c i l i t y  t h a t  had h o r s e b a c k  r i d i n g  in t he  summer and c r o s s - c o u n t r y  
s k i i n g  in t h e  w i n t e r  and c a no e i n g  and h i k i n g  and ba ckp ac k i ng  a l l  s e t  in t he  
mos t  b e a u t i f u l  r i v e r  v a l l e y  in N o r t h  Amer i ca  o r  p o s s i b l y  t he  w o r l d ,  and i t  was 
l o c a t e d  c l o s e  t o  hund r ed s  o f  shopp i ng  a t t r a c t i o n s  in downtown Ancho r age  and 
E a g l e  R i v e r .  I t  was j u s t  im p o s s i b l e  t h a t  anyone  wou l d  be drawn t o  t h a t .  Now 
we a l l  know b e t t e r .  We know t he  a l l u r e  t h a t  a r e a  h a s ,  and wou l d  n o t  t h i n k  t o  
q u e s t i o n  s ome th i ng  l i k e  t h a t  o r  w e ' r e  dumb enough t o  sw a l l ow  i t  when somebody 
comes and t r i e s  t o  t e l l  us t h a t  o u r  v a l l e y  i s  b e a u t i f u l  and I p l e a d  g u i l t y  on 
t h a t ,  I ' v e  swa l l owed  t h a t .  I was t o l d  t he  v a l l e y  had t o u r i s t  a t t r a c t i o n  and I 
admi t  I b e l i e v e  i t .  They a l s o  e x p r e s s e d  some c o n c e r n ,  t h e r e  was a c t u a l l y  a 
p u b l i c  «?tatement made l a s t  week t h a t  i f  t h i s  v a l l e y  had any  a t t r a c t i o n ,  t hen 
maybe t h e y ' d  a done i t  but  t h ey  d i d n ' t .  I t h i n k  t h e y  we r e  a l s o  a l i t t l e  b i t  
b a f f l e d  why a f o r e i g n  d e v e l o p e r  wou l d come in and d e c i d e  t o  team up w i t h  t h e  
l a r g e s t  p r i v a t e  l andowne r  in t h i s  a r e a  r a t h e r  than team up w i t h  them and
d e v e l o p  H a t c h e r  P a s s .  They we re  q u i t e  o f f e n d e d  t h a t  Rogne r  d i d  no t  come t o
them as w e l l .  Then o f  c o u r s e  t h e y  demanded t h a t  t h e r e  wou l d  be h e a r i n g s  in 
t h e  Ha t  V a l l e y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t he  b e s t  us e  o f  t he  p a r k  l and in t h e  E a g l e  R i v e r  
V a l l e y .  Th e r e  we r e  comments made,  a p p a r e n t l y  t h a t  was g r a nd  o f  the  p a n e l ,
t h e r e ' s  g o i n g  t o  be a mee t i n g  a t  W a s i l l a  and t h e r e  w i l l  be a m a s s i v e  t u r n o u t  
o f  p e o p l e  f r om  W a s i l l a  t o  s a y  why you o u g h t . . . y o u  w i l l  h e a r  more t h a t  R o g n e r ' s  
a phony and e v e r y t h i n g . . . a t t r a c t  t o u r i s t s  wouid be v i a b l e . . . a  bunch o f  i d i o t s .  
Go a h ead .  I t h i n k  i t s  a wa s t e  o f  t ime but  go ahead and do i t .  In summary,  
I ' l l  j u s t  s i m p l y  s a y  t h a t  t h e  f o l k s  who have come h e r e  t o n i g h t  t o  e x p r e s s  
c o n c e r n s  f o r  t h e  impact  t h e  s k i  s l o p e  w i l l  have on y o u r  p a r k ,  on t h e  s t a t e ' s  
economy ,  on t h e  l i f e s t y l e  o f  t h e  Sou th  F o r k  and E a g l e  R i v e r  communi t y ,  o f  t he  
w i l d l i f e ,  o r  any r e l a t e d  i s s u e ,  I j u s t  s im p l y  s a y  t h e s e  a r e  v e r y  v a l i d  c o n ­
c e r n s .  And I t h i n k  t h a t  we a l l  need t o  wo rk  t o g e t h e r  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  t h e y  
a r e  a l l  a d d r e s s e d  a p p r o p r i a t e l y .  But  t o  t h o s e  who were  o n l y  t r y i n g  t o  k i l l  
t h e  p r o j e c t  t o  a v o i d  c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  t h e i r  own,  I ' d  s ay  hey g u y s ,  we l come t o  
t h e  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e  s y s t em ,  and then i n v i t e  you t o  t a k e  a f l y i n g  l e a p  o f f  o f  
P i o n e e r  P e ak .

Al  H e i n e r s : The n e x t  p e r s o n  i s  Todd H i n e r .

Todd H i n e r : T hank s .  Hy name i s  Todd H i n e r .  I 'm a p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n .  Guess I
o p po s e  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  and a p p r o v e  o f  t he  g r e e n b e l t  and I ' v e  j u s t  g o t  some 
b a s i c  q u e s t i o n s  a b ou t  a s k i  r e s o r t .  I 'm a w i l d e r n e s s  g u i d e  and c o u l d ,  I gu e s s  
p o t e n t i a l l y ,  make b i g  bucks  o f f  a s k i  r e s o r t  w i t h  i t s  f o l k s  bu t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
i t ' s  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t he  p a r k  t o  be an economic  b o o s t  t o  t h e  s t a t e .  I t h i n k
i t ' s  g r e a t  i f  i t s  on p r i v a t e  l a n d .  We can a l l  s h a r e  in t he  b e n e f i t s .  But  I 'm
no t  s u r e  i f  t he  p a r k  s h o u l d  have a n y t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  i r .  T h a t ' s  n o t  why t he  
p a r k  was s e t  a s i d e .  I t  was s e t  a s i d e  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n  n o t  e c onomi c  means .  I 
hope t h e  s k i  r e s o r t  c o u l d  go in s t a y i n g  o f f  p a r k  l a n d s .  I t h i n k  t he  bo t t om
l i n e  i s  i f  you want  t o  be r e a l i s t i c ,  Sou th  F o r k  i s  g o i ng  t o  change .  A l l  t h e
p e o p l e  t h a t  own p r o p e r t y  back  t h e r e  a r e  g o i ng  t o  r e ap  b e n e f i t s ,  t h e  b u s i n e s s ­
men h e r e  in E a g l e  R i v e r  w i l l ,  but  t h e y ' r e  p r o b a b l y  go i ng  t o  move o u t .  T h e y ' r e  
g o i ng  t o  make t h e i r  money and go t o  some p l a c e  e l s e  t h a t ' s  n i c e  and q u i e t .  
They r e s t  o f  us may no t  be a b l e  t o  do t h a t .  The v a l l e y ' s  g o i ng  t o  c hange .



The w i l d e r n e s s  a s p e c t  wou l d  be much more c r owded and I t h i n k  DNR needs t o  
r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  and pu t  i t  i n t h e  e q u a t i o n ,  I t ' s  ha r d  t o  pu t  a d o l l a r  s i g n  on 
w i l d e r n e s s .  I t  d o e s n ' t  e q u a t e  as  much as  j o b s  and j o b s  a r e  r e a l  imp o r t a n t  and 
w e ' r e  a l l  h ung r e y  r i g h t  now.  I t ' s  g o i n g  t o  be a d i f f i c u l t  e q u a t i o n  t o  make 
t h e r e  bu t  I j u s t  want  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  t h e  n o n - f i n a n c i a l  end o f  t he  e q u a t i o n  
g e t s  s u f f i c i e n t  w e i g h t .

Al  M e i n e r s : Dave Geo rge .

Dave G e o r g e ; Dave Geo rge  s p e a k i n g  as  a H i l a n d  r e s i d e n t .  I 'm opposed t o  
h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  be cau se  o f  t h e  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  make a f ew 
comments on t he  s k i  l o d g e .  As o f  t h e  added s p e c u l a t i o n  t h e r e ' s  no impact  
s t a t e m en t s  on t h e  e n v i r o n me n t .  My b i g  c o n c e r n  i s  t h e  a r t i f i c i a l  snow.  Where 
w i l l  t h e y  g e t  t h e  w a t e r ?  W i l l  t h a t  e f f e c t  t he  r e s i d e n t s '  w e l l  w a t e r  t a b l e ?  
And t h en  in t h e  s p r i n g ,  w i l l  t h a t  e f f e c t  o u r  d r a i n a g e  s y s t ems  i n t o  E a g l e  R i v e r  
V a l l e y .  T h a t ' s  i t .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y ou .  F r ed  Dyson .

F r ed  D y s o n : My name i s  F r ed  Dyson .  I 'm h e r e  b o t h  as a p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n  and I
a l s o  r e p r e s e n t  t h i s  a r e a  on t he  Ancho r age  A s s emb l y .  I s e r v e d  f o r  a y e a r  o r  
two on t he  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  C i t i z e n ' s  A d v i s o r y  Commi t t ee  and I d i d  t h a t  
c h e e r f u l l y  be c au s e  I c o n s i d e r  t h i s  p a r k  t o  be a v e r y  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s s e t  t o  t h e  
Ancho r age  communi t y .  I t  i s  one  o f  t h e  second  o r  t h i r d  l a r g e s t  s t a t e  p a r k s  in 
t he  w o r l d  and t o  have t h a t  p a r k  a d j a c e n t  t o  o u r  l a r g e s t  c e n t e r  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  
t o  me i s  a v e r y  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s s e t  f o r  t he  c i t y .  I a l s o  r e a l i z e d  w h i l e  I was 
on t he  C i t i z e n ' s  A d v i s o r y  Commi t t ee  t h a t  t h o s e  who had gone  b e f o r e  me had
d e v e l o p e d ,  «/hat I c o n s i d e r  t o  be a v e r y  r a t i o n a l  c o n c e p t .  And as  I remember ,
i t  was t h a t  t he  p a r k  was s e t - u p  in t h r e e  z o n e s .  The z o n e  f u r t h e s t  back t o  t he  
e a s t  was in f a c t  t o  be the  a r e a  where  t h e r e  was t o  be v i r t u a l l y  no impact  as a 
r e s u l t  o f  u s e  by p e o p l e .  No f a c i l i t i e s  b u i l t ,  no c amp s i t e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  and no 
t r a i l s .  I ' v e  been a b a c k p a c k e r  a l l  my l i f e  and my own p r o p e n s i t y  i s  f o r  t h e  
q u i e t  s p o r t s  and I ' v e  e n j o y e d  t h a t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  p a r k  and I s u s p e c t  I ' v e
s p en t  now s e v e r a l  t h ous and  h o u r s  t h e r e .  The n e x t  r e g i o n  in was t o  have o n l y
t r a i l s  and no pe rmanen t  f a c i l i t i e s ,  n o t  s t r u c t u r e s ,  and t h e  c o n c e p t  was t h a t  
in t h e  n e a r e s t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  p a r k  wou l d  have d e v e l o p e d  t r a i l s ,  p a r k i n g  a r e a s ,  
g u i d ed  v i s i t o r  f a c i l i t i e s ,  more a c c e s s  f o r  h a nd i c a pped  p e o p l e  and o b v i o u s l y  
more impac t  f r om  the  use  o f  p e o p l e  and i t  seemed t o  me t h a t  was a v e r y  w e l l  
t h o ug h t  o u t  d e ve l o pmen t  p l a n  and what  we a r e  s e e i n g  h e r e  w i t h  t h e  s k i  a r e a  
f i t s  i n t o  t h a t  c o nc e p t  o f  k e ep i ng  t he  maximum impact  a r e a  on t he  a r e a  n e a r e s t  
where  t h e  p e o p l e  l i v e  and mak ing i t  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  p e o p l e  who a r e  p e r h ap s  n o t  
w i l d e r n e s s  t o u r i s t s  l i k e  m y s e l f  o r  may no t  e n j o y  t h e  v i g o r  o f  h e a l t h  t h a t  I do 
o r  have  my own p a r t i c u l a r  t a s t e s  and I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  a v e r y  r a t i o n a l  c o nc e p t  
and I s u s p e c t  t h a t  whe r e  t h o s e  l i n e s  we r e  drawn w i l l  h a ve  t o  be m o d i f i e d  some 
t o  accommodate t h i s  bu t  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h a t ' s  a l t o g e t h e r  p r o p e r .  I a l s o  t h i n k  
t h a t  l i f e  w i l l  change f o r  a l l  o f  us h e r e  in t h e  E a g l e  R i v e r  a r e a  and Sou th  
F o r k  and a p a r t  o f  t h a t  I l amen t  and I t h i n k  f o r  t h o s e  o f  us  who moved h e r e  
h op i ng  t o  p r e s e r v e  some k i nd  o f  a v e r y  r u r a l  o r  a l m o s t  s e m i - w i 1d e r n e s s  l i f e ­
s t y l e ,  t he  i n c r e a s i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  d e n s i t y  i s  g o i ng  t o  change  t h a t .  I w i sh  i t
w a s n ' t  s o .  The l and beyond my own home wh i ch  i s  a t  t h e  end o f  a dead end 
r o a d ,  an a lm o s t  u n b u i l d a b l e  l o t ,  i s  z oned  f o r  a p a r t m e n t s  and someday i t  w i l l  
be e c on om i c a l  t o  b u i l d  a p a r t m e n t s  t h e r e  and t he  p r i v a c y  t h a t  I e n j o y  w i l l  be 
changed and what  I moved t h e r e  f o r  w i l l  be d i f f e r e n t  and I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  go i ng  
t o  be t he  same f o r  t he  f o l k s  in Sou t h  F o r k .  I want  you t o  know t h a t  I 'm
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s y m p a t h e t i c  a b ou t  t h a t  but  I t h i n k  i t s  i n e v i t a b l e  and I s u s p e c t  t h a t  the 
i n c r e a s e d  p r o p e r t y  v a l u e s  t h a t  we a l !  e n j o y  w i l l  h e l p  t o  c u s h i o n  t h a t  b l ow but  
t he  f a m i l y  homes t ead i s  g o i ng  t o  be d i f f e r e n t .  But  I t h i n k  t h a t  i t ' s  i n e v i t a ­
b l e  f o r  a l l  o f  u s .  I a l s o  t h i n k  t h a t  I know t h a t  t he  s t a t e  p a r k  due t o  my 
y e a r s  I was i n v o l v e d  and now s u f f e r s  f r om  l a c k . . . h o p i n g  t h a t  t he  i n c r e a s e d  t a x  
base  and r e v enue s  f r om p r o j e c t s  l i k e  t h i s ,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r
o n e ,  bu t  w i l l  h e l p  t o  g i v e  us t h e  r e v e n ue s  t h a t  we need in t h e  f u t u r e  t o
m a i n t a i n  t h e  p a r k  t h a t  we h a v e .  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  an a l t o g e t h e r  r e a s o n a b l e
t h i n g .  I have a l v/ays come o u t  o f  t h e  bush in t h e  p a r k  w i t h  more we i gh t  on my 
back f r om p i c k i n g  up o t h e r  p e o p l e ' s  g a r b a g e .  I s t i l l  have  some marks  on my 
hand f r om a r a t h e r  h e a t e d  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  m o t o r c y c l i s t s  who we re  t e a r i n g  up 
p a r t  o f  a l p i n e  c o u n t r y  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  needed t o  be t o r n  up .  S o ,  a l l  t h a t  
i s  t o  s a y  t h a t  I t h i n k  l i f e  i s  c hang i ng  f o r  us a l l .  I t h i n k  t h a t  what  t h i s
s k i  a r e a  w i l l  do in t he  a g g r e g a t e  w i l l  be g r e a t l y  t o  t h e  b e n e f i t  b o t h  t o  t he  
p a r k  and t he  c i t i z e n s  in t he  Ancho r age  bowl  a s  w e l l  as  t h e  c i t i z e n s  h e r e ,  but
l i f e  w i l l  be d i f f e r e n t .  I 'm c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  w i t h  t h e  e x p e r t i s e  t h a t  we have  in
t h e  communi t y  and on t he  p a r k  s t a f f  t h a t  i t  can be done r e a s o n a b l y ,  n e ve r
p e r f e c t l y ,  and t h a t  w e ' l l  be g l a d  t o  l o o k  ba ck  and say  t h a t  we d i d  i t  p r e t t y
w e l l  and I commend you guys f o r  t a k i n g  t he  t ime  and p u t t i n g  up w i t h  wh a t e v e r  
abuse  t h e r e  has been bu t  a l s o  f o r  y o u r  p a t i e n c e  and I ' v e  g o t  a l o t  o f  c o n f i ­
dence t h a t  y o u ' l l  do w e l l .

Al  H e i n e r s : Thank you .

Al  Omoz u s k i : My name i s  Al Omozusk i .  I have l i v e d  in A l a s k a  s i n c e  ' 6 9 . I ' v e
l i v e d  in E a g l e  R i v e r  f o r  t he  l a s t  10 y e a r s .  I l i v e  on t h e  sunny s i d e  o f  t he
r i v e r  and my v i ew ou t  o f  my home i s  t he  a r e a  t h a t ' s  p r op o s e d  f o r  t h e  s k i
s l o p e .  I d o n ' t  have any p r ob l em  w i t h  s l o p e s  g o i n g  up t h e r e .  I 'm f u l l y  in 
f a v o r  o f  i t .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t ' s  g o i n g  t o  h i n d e r  my v i ew a t  a l l  o r  d e n e g r a t e  
i t  in any  way .  I a g r e e  w i t h  some o f  t h e  p e o p l e  h e r e  a b ou t  p u t t i n g  s k i  s l o p e s  
i n t o  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a .  The a r e a  w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  i s  no t  w i l d e r n e s s  
a r e a .  I t ' s  p a r k  a r e a  y e s ,  but  i t ' s  a l s o  g o t  i n h o l d i n g s ,  p e o p l e  l i v e  t h e r e .  I 
d o n ' t  s e e  any p r o b l e m w i t h  some f u r t h e r  d e v e l o pme n t .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we s h o u l d  
l e t  anybody  go i n . . . b u t  t he  d e v e l o p e r  t h a t ' s  t r y i n g  t o  pu t  a p r o j e c t  in h e r e  
r i g h t  now i s  '*• l o o k i n g  f o r  t h a t .  From e v e r y t h i n g  I ' v e  he a r d  f r om  the  
d i f f e r e n t  d i s c u s s i o n s  I ' v e  h e a r d  h e ' s  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e  h e r e ,  t r y i n g  t o  
do a good j o b ,  t r y i n g  t o  make us p r oud  o f  t h e  d e v e l o p men t .  He ' s  g o i ng  t o  be
s p end i ng  a l o t  o f  money h e r e .  P e o p l e  have  been c h e c k i n g  up on h im,  t o  wh a t ­
e v e r  d e g r e e  I d o n ' t  know,  but  t h ey  have been c h e c k i n g  i n t o  h im.  He seems t o  
be 100%.  What can we s a y ?  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we need any more l e g i s l a t i o n .  I 
know o r e  i n d i v i d u a l  h e r e  t h a t  s a y s  we need some more l e g i s l a t i o n .  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  s o .  I t h i n k  we ' ve  g o t  t o o  much l e g i s l a t i o n .  What I t h i n k  we s h o u l d  do 
i s  go ahead w i t h  the p r o j e c t ,  w i t h  some s t i p u l a t i o n s ,  g i v e  him some g u i d a n c e ,  
g i v e  him some p e r ame t e r s  t o  l i v e  w i t h ,  h e ' s  t he  e x p e r t .  Some o f  t h e  p e o p l e  
f r om H a t c h e r  Pass  have wo rked on t h e i r  p r o j e c t  f o r  y e a r s  but  maybe t h e y  n e v e r
d e v e l o p e d  o n e .  Maybe t h a t ' s  t h e  p r o b l e m .  T h i s  g u y ' s  a l r e a d y  g o t  a h i s t o r y  o f
do i ng  s u c c e s s f u l  p r o j e c t s .  He d o e s n ' t  have t o  t a k e  as  l o n g .  He ' s  g o t  t h e
money t o  back  i t  up .  L e t  him go f o r  i t  and g i v e  him some h e l p .  T h a t ' s  a l l
I 1ve g o t  t o  s a y .

Al M e i n e r s . Thank you .

Lee J o r d a n : My name i s  Lee J o r d a n .  As l ong  as  y o u •ve s t i l l  g o t  . f ew m i nu t e s  
b e f o r e  you have t o  ge t  o u t  o f  h e r e  I w i l l  go ahead  and s a y  "me ,  t o o "  t o  a l o t
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o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  have been s a i d .  I s u p p o r t  t h e  s k i  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t ,  t h e  
u s e  o f  p a r k  l and s  f o r  s k i  s l o p e s .  The q u e s t i o n  t h a t  y o u ' r e  l o o k i n g  a t  t o n i g h t  
i s  s h o u l d . . . .  We a g r e e  w i t h  t h a t .  The q u e s t i o n  i s  how t h o s e  t h i n g s  s h ou l d  be 
d e v e l o p e d .  Some q u e s t i o n s  have been r a i s e d  by v a r i o u s  s p e a k e r s  and I t h i n k  
t h e s e  can be a d d r e s s e d  in the p r o p o s a l  g u i d e l i n e s  t h a t  you i s s u e d  and I am 
s u r e  you w i l l  be p u t t i n g  t h o s e  c o n c e r n s  i n t o  t h a t .  Y o u ' v e  he a r d  t h a t  p e o p l e  
g e n e r a l l y  l i k e  t h e  Rogne r  p r o p o s a l  and even though t h e r e  may be o t h e r s  I t h i n k  
t h a t  what  y o u ' r e  h e a r i n g  i s  t h a t  t h o s e  a r e  t he  c o n d i t i o n s  t he  p e op l e  l i k e .  
They have n o t  h e a r d  a n y t h i n g  in t he  Rogne r  p r o p o s a l  t h a t  t h e y  d o n ' t  l i k e .  A 
c o u p l e  o f  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  I h a v e n ' t  h e a r d  anybody  s a y  t h a t  t h e  
s t a t e  s h o u l d  b e n e f i t  f i n a n c i a l l y  f r om t h i s  c o n c e s s i o n  and I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  
s h o u l d  be a v e r y  sound and h e f t y  r e a l i z a t i o n  t o  t he  s t a t e  t o  h e l p  o f f s e t  some 
o f  t h e  c o s t s  t h a t  a r e  i r v o l v e d  h e r e .  Y o u ' r e  go i ng  t o  g e t  i n c r e a s e d  ec onomi c  
s u p p o r t ,  i n c r e a s e d  t a x  t a s e ,  i n c r e a s ed  t a x e s  and o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  bu t  t h e r e  s t i l l  
s h o u l d  be some c o n c e s s i o n . . . .  A l s o  I ' d  l i k e  t o  s ay  t h a t  we have t o  t a k e  a 
l o o k  a t  t h e  impac t  on t he  p a r k  i f  the  r e s o r t  does  n o t  go i n .  We ' r e  l o o k i n g  a t  
a v e r y  s u b s t a n t i a l  s i z e ,  a s u b s t a n t i a l  a r e a  t h a t  i s  un de r  p r i v a t e  d e v e l o pmen t ,  
t h a t ' s  g o i n g  t o  be d e v e l o p e d  a t  some p o i n t  in t ime  in some way.  I happen t o  
f e e l  t h a t  t h e  s k i  r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l  i s  a v e r y  good use  o f  t h a t  l and  and t h e r e  
p r o b a b l y  wou l d  be a l o t  l e s s  n e g a t i v e  impact  on t h e  p a r k  than i f  i t  we r e  
d e v e l o p e d  f o r  o t h e r  t y p e  u s e s ,  c o m me r c i a l ,  i n d u s t r i a l ,  n o t  s o  c l e a n  t ype  u s e s .  
You a l r e a d y  have in t h e  a r e a  highway p r o p o s a l  c o u l d  go t h r o u g h  wh ich i s  g o i n g  
t o  ha ve  l i g h t s  w i t h  i t .  You have two p r i s o n s  in t h e  a r e a ,  a l l  n e a r b y .  W e ' r e  
n o t  t a l k i n g  a b ou t  a s u b s t a n t i a l  impac t  on w i l d e r n e s s - t y p e  a r e a s .  W e ' r e  
t a l k i n g  a b ou t  a good u s e  in a p e r i p h e r y  o f  t h e  p a r k  t h a t  i s  a l r e a d y  s u b j e c t  t o  
u s e .  A l s o  I ' d  l i k e  t o  make no t e  t h a t  we ' v e  seen r e c e n t l y  t h a t  A l a s k a ,  and I 
u s e  A l a s k a  r a t h e r  t han  Ancho r age ,  p r e s e n t l y  in s econd  p l a c e  f o r  t h e  O l ymp i c  
b i d  and t he  main t h i n g  seems t o  be t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t he  s k i  f a c i  1 i t  i e s . . .  in t h e  
Eu r o pean  p l a c e  wh i ch  has t he  l e ad  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  i t  has a l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s  
downtown in c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  t o  t h e  a i r p o r t ,  t o  mos t  p e o p l e  in downtown.  T h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  r e s o r t  and t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  d e ve l o pmen t  w i l l  o f f s e t  t h a t  p o s i t i o n .  
Tha t  a l s o  t i e s  in a l i t t l e  b i t  t o  t he  a r gumen t  f o r  H a t c h e r  P a s s .  As I u n d e r ­
s t a n d  i t  f r om  my t a l k  w i t h  t h e  Rogner  p e o p l e ,  t h e y ' r e  n o t  c o u n t i n g  on A l a s k a n s  
t o  u s e  t h a t  f a c i l i t y .  T h e y ' r e  go i ng  t o  b r i n g  p e o p l e  f r om  o v e r s e a s ,  p e o p l e  
f r om  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s  and t hey  w i l l  be t h e  main u s e r s ,  t h e  main t e n a n t s  o f  
t h e  v i l l a g e  and t he  main u s e r s .  Anybody f r om  t h i s  a r e a  who uses  t h a t  i t  w i l l  
be a b e n e f i t  and a p l u s  bu t  no t  a n e c e s s a r y  p a r t  o f  t h a t .  But  t h a t  does  n o t  
p r e c l u d e  t he  o t h e r  u s e s .  And a l s o  I ' d  j u s t  l i k e  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  use  o f  
p r i v a t e  l and  f o r  t h i s  d e ve l opmen t  f o r  a s k i  s l o p e  i s  j u s t  a smoke s c r e e n .  
Th e r e  i s  none t h a t  can be d e v e l o p  d f o r  t h a t .  Thank y ou .

Ai M e i n e r s : Thank y ou .  I s  t h e r e  anyone  e l s e ?

Don F o l l o w s : I w a s n ' t  g o i n g  t o  do t h i s .  I d i d  t h i s  t h e  o t h e r  n i g h t  a t
S e r v i c e  High S c h o o l .  My name i s  Don F o l l o w s .  I ' v e  l i v e d  i n  Ancho r age  f o r  12
y e a r s .  I made my l i v i n g  as  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  p a r k  p l a n n e r ,  i n t e r p r e t i v e  g e o ­
l o g i s t  and o u t d o o r  r e c r e a t i o n  s p e c i a l i s t .  I a l s o  was r a i s e d  in C o l o r a d o  and 
U t ah  l ong  b e f o r e  t h e r e  we r e  mount a i n  c l i m b i n g  p e o p l e ,  l ong  b e f o r e  t h e r e  we r e  
c anoe  and k a y a k e r s ,  l ong  b e f o r e  t h e r e  we r e  many b a c k p a c k e r s .  As a sma l l  boy  
t h e r e  was d o w nh i l l  s k i i n g  in U t ah .  I d o n ' t  have t o  t e l l  you how many r e s o r t s  
a r e  in Ut ah and C o l o r a d o  do i ng  some v e r y  w o n d e r f u l  t h i n g s ,  f i r s t  c l a s s  r e ­
s o r t s ,  and as  I l o o k  a t  t h i s  p r o p o s a l ,  as  l i t t l e  a s  I know a b ou t  i t ,  I can s a y
t h a t  t h i s  i s  a c l a s s y  p r o p o s a l .  I t ' s  e x c i t i n g .  I t h i n k  i t ' s  a w o n d e r f u l
t h i n g  f o r  A l a s k a  and e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t he  p e o p l e  in E a g l e  R i v e r .  In C o l o r a d o  in
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wou l d  l i k e  t o  g e t  up t h e r e  and e n j o y  t h e  v i ew ,  
f u l l y ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  i t  wou l d  be a good t h i n g .

Al  H e i n e r s .  Thank y o u .  S t e v e .

l ong as  i t  was done c a r e -

I 'm 
I 'm

some comments t o  make ,  s t a r t i n g  w i t h  t h e  g r e e n b e l t .  
s p en t  in t h e  p a s t  q u i t e  a f ew h o u r s  on t he  r i v e r ,  
t h a t  c o u n t r y .  I t h i n k  i t ' s  r e a l l y  good t h a t  t h e  p a r k  
g r e e n b e l t  a r e a .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  s ee  a l ow de ve l opmen t  t ype  
Paved t r a i l s ,  I n e v e r  r e a l l y  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t .  I t h i n k
down a t  t h e  c o a s t a l  t r a i l s  i s  r e a l l y  a w o n d e r f u l  p l a c e

a b o a t e r  on t h e  r i v e r ,  i f  we had t h a t  k i nd  
o f  p o i n t s  i t  wou l d  r e a l l y  change t h e
So ,  i f  t h e r e  was t o  be t h a t  t y p e  o f

S t e v e : Y e a ,  I ' v e  g o t
a k a y a k e r  and I have 
p r e t t y  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  
e s t a b l i s h e s  t h a t  a s  a 
o f  a c t i v i t i e s  t h e r e ,  
t h a t  t h e  paved t r a i 1 
and a l o t  o f  p e o p l e  u s e  i t ,  bu t  as  
o f  b i c y c l e  a c t i v i t y  v i s i b l e  a t  a l o t  
who l e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h a t  e x p e r i e n c e .
d e v e l o pme n t ,  which I 'm no t  in f a v o r  o f ,  I wou l d  want  t o  s ee  i t  away f r om  the  
r i v e r  s o  t h a t  you d o n ' t  have  t h a t  v i s u a l  impac t .  I wou l d  want  t o  be s u r e  t h a t  
t h e r e  was a n o n - m o t o r i z e d  d e s i g n a t i o n  f o r  t h a t  wh o l e  a r e a .  No h o r s e s  because  
o f  what  t h e y  do t o  t h e  t r a i l s  and t he  messes  t h ey  l e a v e  b e h i n d .  A l s o ,  i f
t h e r e  we r e  any c o n c e s s i o n s ,  I wou l d  imag i ne  i t ' s  a r e a l  p o p u l a r  p l a c e  f o r  
p e o p l e  who d o n ' t  know a n y t h i n g  ab ou t  c a n o e i n g  a t  a l l ,  t h e y  can go t h e r e  and 
l e a r n .  I w o u l d n ' t  want  t o  s ee  a b o a t  l i v e r y  a t  one  o f  y o u r  l i t t l e  e n t r y
p o i n t s  in t h e  r i v e r .  I t h i n k  r i v e r  a c c e s s . . . i t  wou l d  be r e a l l y  good t o  have a 
f ew d i f f e r e n t  p o i n t s  a l o n g  t h e  r i v e r  t o  g e t  in and o u t  o f .  The b r i d g e s ,  I 'm
no t  r e a l  keen on t h a t ,  bu t  in t he  uppe r  r e a c h e s  o f  t he  p a r k  t h e r e  i t  wou l d  be
n e c e s s a r y  t o  g e t  t o  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r  u n l e s s  you wanted t o  f o r d ,  
wh ich c o u l d  be q u i t e  h a z a r d o u s ,  s o  pe r haps  t h a t  i s  an a p p r o p r i a t e  use  f o r  the 
p u b l i c  s a f e t y ,  I e x p e c t ,  bu t  i t  t o o k  me a f e w . . .  As f a r  as  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
l a n d i n g s ,  I 'm a d aman t l y  oppo s ed  t o  any l a n d i n g s  in t h e  p a r k  a n ywhe r e .  I t h i n k  
t h a t  t h e  p e r i p h e r a l  a r ^ a s  o f  t h e  p a r k  wou l d  be a f f e c t e d  by t he  d a y - u s e r s  t h a t  
go in t h e r e  t o  g e t  away f r om  t own,  t o  g e t  away f r om  t he  n o i s e  and t he  h u s t l e  
and b u s t l e  o f  t he  c i t y .  They can d r i v e  up t o  one o f  t h e  t r a i l h e a d s  and go f o r  
a h i k e  and in an h ou r  t h e y  a r e  in t h e  w i l d e r n e s s .  And t h en  you g e t  a h e l i c o p ­
t e r  coming in t h e r e  and t h ey  go r i g h t  back  in t he  c i t y  a g a i n ,  so I d o n ' t  f e e l  
t h a t ' s  an a p p r o p r i a t e  u s e .  I t h i n k  t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r s  c o u l d  be used in any 
o t h e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  bu t  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  i s  a gem and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
t h a t  we s h o u l d  s t a r t  c h i p p i n g  away a t  i t  t o  accommodate t h e s e  u s e s .  You can 
have j u s t  a s  s c e n i c  a f l i g h t  in some o f  t h e  o . h e r  moun t a i n  r a nge s  —  t h e  Kenai  
Moun t a i n s  o r  t he  T a l k e e t n a  Moun t a i n s .  The p r o x i m i t y  t o  Ancho r age  i s  a v e r y
c o n v e n i e n t  t h i n g  f o r  
bend t o  t h e i r  needs

t h e s e  h e l i c o p t e r  o p e r a : o r s  bu t  
a t  a l l  on t h a t  c o u n t .  I mean

I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
t he  a c c e s s . . . I

we s h o u l d  
t h i n k  i t

I t ' s  j u s t  an i n t r u s i o n  i n t o  t he  p a r k  t h a t ' s  
f a r  as  r e s c u e  l a n d i n g s  t h a t  wou l d  be done by

wou l d  be b e t t e r  somewhere e l s e ,  
n o t  a c c e p t a b l e  in my o p i n i o n .  As 
P a r k  p e r s o n n e l  o r  o t h e r s  I t h i n k s  i t ' s  g o od ,  I t h i n k  i t ' s  an a p p r o p r i a t e  
t h i n g .  I ' v e  h i k e d  in t h e r e  b e f o r e ,  went  a c r o s s  t he  Crow Pa s s  T r a i l  ab ou t  f o u r  
y e a r s  ago  on Memor i a l  weekend and t h e r e  was a h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  buzzed t h r o u gh  
and i t  r u i n e d  i t .  We we r e  t h e r e  f o r ,  we had been in t h e r e  f o r  .1 day and a 
h a l f  and were  s t a r t i n g  t o  f e e l  r e a l l y  c o m f o r t a b l e  w i t h  t h e  e n v i r o nmen t  and 
t hen  t h i s  c h op p e r  comes in and i t  was t e r r i b l e .  The r e  we r e  a l o t  o f  p e o p l e  in 
t h e r e  and we a l l  t a l k e d  amongs t  u s ,  you know,  t h a t  i t  was a bad s c e ne .  So ,
t h a t ' s  the
opposed  
r e s o r t ,  
l o t  o f  money t o  
i t ' s  d a r k  t h e r e

The s k i  d e v e l o p m en t ,  once  a g a i n  I 'm 
i t ' s  a bad p l a c e  t o  d e v e l o p  a sk i  

I t ' s  v a r y  o b v i o u s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  g o i n g  t o  wo r k  r e a l l y  ha rd  and spend a

way
the

I f e e l  a b ou t  h e l i c o p t e r s ,  
s k i  d e v e l o p m en t .  I t h i n k

t u r n  t h a t  i n t o  
in t h e  w i n t e r ,

a good s k i i n g  l o c a t i o n .  They d o n ' t  g e t  snow,  
t h e y ' r e  n o t  in t h e  sunny a r e a .  E v e r y t h i n g ' s
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a g a i n s t  t h e  s k i  a r e a  f r om t h e  s t a r t .  I mean,  t h e y ' r e  s t a r t i n g  o u t  in a bad 
p i a c e ' a n d  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e y ' v e  t h ough t  i t  t h r o u gh  w e l l  enough .  The o n l y  
t h i n g  t h a t  t h e y  l i k e  a b ou t  i t  i s  t h e  l o c a t i o n .  The mou n t a i n  i s ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
i t ' s  a good p l a c e  t o  d e v e l o p  a s k i  r e s o r t  and I 'm s u r e  t h a t  t h r ough  t h e i r  
s t a t i s t i c s  t h e y  r e a l i z e  t h a t  i t ' s  an e x p e n s i v e  p l a c e  t o  d e v e l o p  o n e .  A l l  
t h e i r  t h i n g s  l i k e  d o i ng  t he  snowmaking and a l l  t h a t  o t h e r  s t u f f  t h a t  goes  
a l o n g  w i t h  i t .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t ' s  g o i ng  t o  be t h a t  b i g  o f  a boom f o r  t he
l o c a l s .  We ' ve  go t  A l y e s k a  h e r e  and i t  sounds  t o  me f r om r e a d i n g  some o f  t he
a r t i c l e s  in t h e  p a pe r  t h e r e ' s  j u s t  p r e t t y  l i m i t e d  e x p o s u r e  but  i t  sounded l i k e  
•a l o t  o f  p e o p l e  t h e r e  a r e  a n t i c i p a t i n g  u s i n g  t h i s  p l a c e  a r e  t h e  j e t  s e t t e r s ,  
f o l k s  f r om  o u t - o f - s t a t e ,  n o t  s o  much the  l o c a l  p e o p l e .  I t  i s  g o i n g  t o  be more 
o f  an e x c l u s i v e  d e ve l o pmen t  and I t h i n k  a l l  t h e s e  p e o p l e  in town t h a t  we ' v e  
j u s t  been t a l k i n g  a b ou t  c e r t a i n l y  a r e n ' t  g o i ng  t o  be a b l e  t o  us e  i t .  i t h i n k  
w e ' r e  j u s t  c h i p p i n g  away a t  t he  p a r k  a g a i n .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t ' s  a good t h i n g
t o  do .  I t ' l l  a f f e c t  t h e  w i l d l i f e ,  t he  b i r d s  back  in t h a t  Sou t h  F o r k  a r e a ,
t h e r e ' s  some p r e t t y  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  back t h e r e .  I t h i n k  t h e y ' l l  u n d o u b t e d l y  
need f o u r  s e a s on  use  t o  make a go o f  t h a t  a r e a .  I t ' s  j u s t  g o i n g  t o  be a l o t  
more p r e s s u r e  t han  I t h i n k  t h e  v a l l e y  can h a n d l e .  T h a t ' s  a b o u t  i t .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y ou .  Bob Doogan .  T h a t ' s  i t .  I s  t h e r e  anybody  e l s e
t h a t . . . y e s .

J ane  M e y e r ; Y e a .  I ' v e  been l i s t e n i n g  t o  what  e v e r y b o d y ' s  s a i d .  My name i s
Jane  Meyer  and I 'm a r e s i d e n t  o f  G i r dwood .  A f t e r  l i s t e n i n g  t o  what  a l l  has
been s a i d  I ' d  s a y  I have  t o  a g r e e  in t e rms o f  t h e  E a g l e  R i v e r  p l a n  on p r e t t y  
much e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  S t e v e  has s a i d .  I h a v e n ' t  t h o ug h t  a b ou t  t h e  r e s o r t  and I 
d o n ' t  know the  a r e a  t o  comment on i t  but  I have a v e r y  s t r o n g  f e e l i n g  ab ou t  
h e l i c o p t e r  s k i i n g ,  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  g o i ng  i n t o  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s .  I h a v e n ' t  
e x p e r i e n c e d  i t  h e r e  in A l a s k a  bu t  I was r e c e n t l y  in t h e  Waimea V a l l e y  in 
Hawai i  and I was g o i n g  a r oun d  a r e a l  n a r r ow  p a t h ,  had no i dea  t h e r e  was a
h e l i c o p t e r  in t h e  v a l l e y  and i t  j u s t  a p p e a r e d ,  t h i s  d i s r u p t i o n  r o a r ,  and I
a lm o s t  f e l l  o f f  t h e  t r a i l  and i t  was a w f u l .  And t h e r e  was n o t  j u s t  one  
h e l i c o p t e r .  I p r o b a b l y  e x p e r i e n c e d  in two da y s '  h i k i n g  i n ,  25  h e l i c o p t e r s  and 
i t  was j u s t  h o r r e n d o u s .  I 'm no t  s u r e  who ' s  c o n t r o l l i n g  i t  t h e r e  bu t  i t  f e e l s  
l i k e  i t ' s  t o t a l l y  o u t  o f  c o n t r o l .  I f  i t ' s  t h e  P a r k  S e r v i c e  c o n t r o l l i n g  i t  
t h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  t r u s t  t h e  p e o p l e  h e r e  t o  c o n t r o l  i t .

P e t e  P a n a r e s e : I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  i t  i s .

J ane  M e y e r : I t ' s  j u s t  aw f u l  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  f e e l  l i k e  b e i ng  on a t r a i l  back
somewhere in a good p l a c e  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  h e l i c o p t e r s .  Th e r e  must  be b e t t e r  
p l a c e s .  I f e e l  t h e r e ' s  o t h e r  p l a c e s  f o r  them t o  l a n d .

B r yan  Se l  I s : ! m i gh t  as  w e l l  go on t h e  r e c o r d  and back  bo t h  o f  t h i s  p e o p l e  up
in t e rms o f . . .  I t h i n k . . . w h a t  t h e  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  what  p e o p l e  wou l d  want  us 
t o  do w i t h  t h i s  gem, t h i s  p a r k  and t h a t  i s  no t  t o  a l l o w  runaway g r ow t h .  I 
t h i n k  what  w e ' l l  need i s  an a g g r e s s i v e  management ,  an a c t i v e  management  p o l i c y  
and p r og r am t o  make s u r e  t h a t  i t ' s  n o t  d e s e c r a t e d  by h e l i c o p t e r s .  I do l i v e  
n e x t  t o  t he  p a r k ,  I have o l d  p r o p e r t y  n e x t  t o  t he  p a r k  and p l a n  on l i v i n g  on 
i t  and t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  f l y o v e r s  f r om  the  Army you can h e a r  them and i t  seems 
o b t r u s i v e  t o  me.  As f a r  as  t h e  E a g l e  R i v e r  g r e e n b e l t ,  t h a t  seems l i k e  E k l u t n a  
wou l d  seem l i k e  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  bad de a l  on t h e i r  p a r t .  Two l o t s  f o r  t h a t  much 
p r o p e r t y  in E a g l e  R i v e r ?  Now I wou l d  h a t e  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  Rogne r  r e s o r t  i s  
s ome th i ng  s i m i l a r ,  i t ' s  n o t  a g i v e awa y  and s ome th i ng  t h a t  we as  u s e r s  o f  t he
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p a r k  w i l l  r e g r e t  in t h e  f u t u r e .  I ' d  h a t e  t o  see  the a r e a  t o  be c l e a r e d  
a n d . . . i t  wou l d  be damage t o  t he  p a r k  w i l l  t a k e  a n o t h e r  hund red y e a r s  t o
r e s o l v e  i t  t h e n .  Even Sou t h  F o r k  r i g h t  now i s  d e f i n i t e l y  n o t  p r i s t i n e .  But
r h e r e ' s  s ome t h i n g  d r i v i n g  t h i s  so  t h a t ' s  why I t h i n k  we need c o n t r o l ,  I t h i n k
we need a c t i v e  a n d . .  .ma n a g i n g . Now l e t ' s  open up t he  m a s t e r  p l a n  and make 
r e v i s i o n s ,  o t h e r w i s e  i f  you l e a v e  i t  t he  way i t  i s  s omeone ' s  g o i ng  t o  run you 
o v e r  and runaway de ve l o pmen t  in a p a r k  i s  no t  what  you wan t .

Al  M e i n e r s : I s  t h e r e  anyone  e l s e  who want s  t o  make any s t a t e men t s  o r  modi ' /y
y o u r  s t a t e m en t s ?

_____________ : I ' d  l i k e  t o  comment more d e t a i l e d  now on t he  r e g u l a t i o n s  p a r t i c u ­
l a r l y  o e c omme r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t . . . .  L e t  me t a k e  t he  h e l i c o p t e r  t h i n g  f i r s t .
I h a v e n ' t  changed my mind in some u s e s  wh ich wou l d  be good f o r  v i s i t o r  d e v e l ­
opmen t .  When I s a i d  a p p r o p r i a t e  u s e s  in a p p r o p r i a t e  p l a c e s ,  some o f  t h e s e  
f o l k s . . . . i n  d e t a i l .  An i n a p p r o p r i a t e  us e  wou l d  be ,  among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  n o t  
o n l y  t h e  r i v e r s  and w i l d l i f e  bu t  t h e  d i s t u r b a n c e  o-f human u s e s  t h a t ' s  w e l l  
e s t a b l i s h e d . . . .  I ' v e  had t h e  same e x p e r i e n c e .  The n o i s e  i s  h o r r i b l e .  I t  
t o t a l l y  d e g r a de s  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e .  S o . . . .  The ma s t e r  p l a n ,  y o u r  management  
sy s t em needs  t o  go i n t o  d e t a i 1 . . .  becomes p o p u l a r . . . s y s t em .  And I t h i n k  t h e  
p l a n  needs  s p e c i f i c  c r i t e r i a  and you s a i d  t h a t ' s  why y o u ' r e  h e r e  t o d a y ,  a s  t o  
wh a t ' s  a c c e p t a b l e  in t h e  way o f  impact  and wh a t ' s  u n a c c e p t a b l e .  H e l i c o p t e r
l a n d i n g s  in e f f e c t  t a k e  away an a r e a  t h a t ' s  p e o p l e  r e c r e a t e  in t he  a r e a  now.  
J u s t  a s  an ex amp l e  I ' d  s a y . . . t h e r e  a r e  p r o b a b l y  a f ew l a n d i n g  s i t e s . . . v e r y  f ew 
l a n d i n g s  a y e a r  i s  p r o b a b l y  a p o s s i b i l i t y  but  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  what  i t ' s  g o i ng  
t o  t a k e .  L e t  me c a r r y  t h a t  t h ou g h t  a l i t t l e  b i t  f u r t h e r  on t he  g r e e n b e l t .  I 
s t r o n g l y  r e c o m m e n d . . . .  To be q u i t e  c a nd i d  I have no t  r e ad  t he  Mun i c i p a l  p l a n  
so  I c a n ' t  comment on any s p e c i f i c s  in t h e r e .  I wou l d s u g ge s t  t h a t  you t a k e  a 
c o m p l e t e l y  new l o o k  a t  i t ,  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h a t  s i n c e  i t  i s  now in p u b l i c  owne r ­
s h i p  where  i t  was f o r m e r l y  in E k l u t n a ,  I n c . ,  owne r s h i p  and a c c e s s  was v e r y  
h i g h l y  r e s t r i c t e d ,  and s t a r t  f r om  t he  t o p .  Wha t ' s  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  we want
p e o p l e  t o  have  o u t  t h e r e  and t h e  l e v e l  o f  a c c e s s ,  t h e  i n t e n s i t y  o f  d e v e l o p ­
men t ,  has t o  f o l l o w  f r om  t h a t  I wou l d  s ay  t h r o u gh  a p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  p r o c e s s .  I 
wou l d  recommend t h a t  you go back  way i n t o  d e t a i l  i n t h e  p u b l i c  p l a n n i n g
p r o c e s s .  I want  t o  comment on one t h i n g  s p e c i f i c a l l y  and t h a t ' s  comme r c i a l  
b o a t i n g  l i v e r y  a c c e s s .  I ' v e  had a l o t  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  t h a t .  The 
Y ough i gheny  R i v e r  in P e n n s y l v a n i a  wh i ch  i s  a w h i t e w a t e r  r i v e r  and . . c a n o e i n g  
r i v e r s  in M i c h i g a n .  R e g u l a t o r y  s y s t ems  have  had t o  come.  Commerc i a l  l i v e r y  
i s  g r o s s l y  o v e r u s e d  t h e r e .  The f i n a l  r e s u l t  was t h a t  p u b l i c  l and  a g e n c i e s  
l i k e  you who own pu t  in and t a k e  o u t  s i t e s  f i n a l l y  we re  t h e  o n l y  one co
c o n t r o l  i t .  T h e r e  was a p e r m i t  s y s t em .  P r i v a t e  owne r s  l i k e  t h o s e  c f  us in 
t h e . . . C l u b .  A c t u a l l y  we ' v e  n e v e r  had any d i f f i c u l t y  g e t t i n g  p e r m i t s .  But  t he  
l i v e r i e s  we r e  f a i r l y  h e a v i l y  r e g u l a t e d . . . and I t h i n k  t h a t  t h a t  needs  t o  be
imp r o ved .  I f  i t ' s  owned by t he  p u b l i c ,  I t h i n k  you need t o  g e t  a h a n d l e  on i t  
r i g h t  f r om t h e  b e g i n n i n g .  F i n a l l y ,  on t h e  s k i  r e s o r t ,  f r om  a r e g u l a t o r y  
s t a n d p o i n t ,  i f  you d o n ' t  a l r e a d y  have a s i t e  p l a n n i n g  a p p r o v a l  p r o c e s s  which 
i n c l u d e s  as  p a r t s  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s  a l l  o f  t he  o t h e r  a p p r o v a l s  t h a t  t h e y ' l l  need 
t o  have  and s t o rm  wa t e r  d i s p o s a l  was c r i t i c a l  t o  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  in E a g l e  R i v e r ,  
s a n i t a r y  sewage d i s p o s a l  i s  c r i t i c a l ,  b e d r o c k  was v e r y  s h a l l o w ,  t h e  snow 
m an t l e  i s  t o  be r e a l  t h i n .  Tha t  needs  t o  be p a r t  o f  t he  p r o c e s s .  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  i t ' s  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  p u b l i c  a g e n c i e s  t o  g e t  i n t o  t he  economi c  q u e s t i o n  
o f  wh e t h e r  t h e  guy i s  g o i ng  t o  make i t  o r  n o t  but  you do need t o  be p r o t e c t e d  
a g a i n s t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  somebody g e t s  p r o p e r t y  t h r o u gh  o n e ' s  c a p i t a l  and
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t h i s  d o e s n ' t  make I t  and h e r e  you a r e  w i t h  a who l e  l o t  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  somebody 
e l s e  pu t  up .  I ' v e  seen l o t s  o f  s k i  a r e a s  t h a t  f a i l e d . . . .  T h a t ' s  enough .

Al  H e i n e r s : Thank y ou .  Anyone e l s e ?  Y e s .

_____________ : My i dea h a s n ' t  changed a b i t .  I s t i l l  t h i n k  t h a t  p u b l i c  p a r k s
a r e  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  and t h a t  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  manage the  p a r k s  
ough t  t o  be t o  l e t  as  many p e o p l e  in and v a r i e t y  and e n c o u r a ge  means o f  a c c e s s  
c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  good management  f o r  a s  many p e r s o n s  as c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  use t he  
p a r k  because  t h a t ' s  e x a c t l y  what  i t ' s  f o r .  I t ' s  a b e a u t i f u l  a r e a  but  I t h i n k  
t h a t  what  I ' v e  seen in t he  p a s t  t h a t  a l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s  a r e  p o s s i b l e  w i t h i n  t he  
r e a lm  o f  good management and I a l s o  f a i l  t o  s e e  t h a t  h a v i ng  a r e s o r t  t h e r e  i s  
p l anned  or. l and  t h a t ' s  p r i v a t e . . . s omebody  e l s e  bu t  I d o n ' t  s ee  t h a t  as  runaway 
d e v e l o pmen t .  What i s  t h e r e  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  t h e r e  o r  more and I d o n ' t  s ee  how by 
any  s t r e t c h  o f  t h e  i m a g i n a t i o n  t h a t  t h a t  s h o u l d  be c a l l e d  runaway de ve l o pmen t
i f  we have one s k i  r e s o r t  h e r e  and a n o t h e r  60 m i l e s  away t h e r e ' s  a n o t h e r  o n e .
I d o n ' t  know i f  you a r e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  C o l o r a d o  a r e a  bu t  t h i s  i s  h a r d l y  a 
p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  s k i  a r e a s .  You know a b ou t  what  y o u ' d  f i n d  in C o l o r a d o  and 
t h a t ' s  a b e a u t i f u l  a r e a .

Al  M e i n e r s :  Tha t  y o u .  Anyone e l s e .  Cou l d  we g e t  y o u r  name?

L a r r y  D a n i e 1s : L a r r y  D a n i e l s .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  a s k  one q u e s t i o n  and then make one
comment .  The q u e s t i o n  i s  in r e g a r d s  t o  t h e  s k i  f a c i l i t y .  I p resume t h a t  t h i s  
i s  an i n f o r m a t i o n  g a t h e r i n g  p o s i t i o n  in t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  be a p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  on 
a s p e c i f i c  p r o p o s a l ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?

Dave S t e p h e n s ; Yea .  T h i s  m i gh t  be a good t ime t o  summar i z e  some l e g i s l a t i o n  
t h a t  was pa s s ed  d u r i n g  t he  l a s t  day o f  t h e  s e s s i o n .

L a r r y  D a n i e l s : And then my one  comment w i l l  be t h a t  t he  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  F o r e s t
S e r v i c e  g o v e r n s  some,  I t h i n k ,  a l m o s t  ^00 s k i  a r e a s ,  has d e v e l o p e d  a f a i r l y  
d e t a i l e d  p r o c e s s  by wh i ch t hey  r e q u i r e  m a s t e r  p l a n s  f o r  s k i  a r e a s  t o  be put  
t o g e t h e r  and then by wh i ch t h e y  a r e  t o  be j u d g e d .  And I wou l d  h i g h l y  r ecom­
mend t o  t he  S t a t e  P a r k s  who w i l l  have t h i s  be ,  I t h i n k ,  t h e i r  s econd s k i  a r e a  
t h a t  t h e y  have s ome th i ng  t o  do w i t h  i f  A r c t i c  V a l l e y  i s  somewhat p a r t  o f  y o u r  
j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  t h a t  you n o t  t r y  t o  r e - i n v e n t  t h e  whee l  and u s e  t he  F o r e s t  
S e r v i c e ' s  p l a n .  And t h a t ' s  my i d e a .

Dave S t e p h e n s : To r e spond  t o  t h a t ,  we ' v e  been in c o n t a c t  w i t h  the  F o r e s t
S e r v i c e  and a l r e a d y  have q u i t e  a bunch o f  m a t e r i a l  f r om  them.  In f a c t ,  a s  
p a r t  o f  t h e  agenda p a c k e t  t o n i g h t ,  t h e r e  a r e  a b ou t  10 o r  12 pages  o f  m a t e r i a l  
t h a t  we g o t  f r om t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  t h a t  d i s c u s s  how t o  e v a l u a t e  s k i  a r e a s  and
what  k i n d s  o f  d e s i g n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  o ugh t  t o  go i n t o  i t

_____________ : You we re  s t a r t i n g  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  l e g i s l a t i o n . . . .

Dave S t e p h e n s : Y e s .  In t h e  l a s t  h o u r s  o f  t h e  s e s s i o n  t he  L e g i s l a t u r e  pa s sed
House B i l l  T5.  I t  was e x t e n s i v e l y  m o d i f i e d  but  i t  c o v e r s  two m a j o r  a r e a s  in 
t h e  s t a t e  p a r k s ,  one  be i ng  p a r k  u s e r  f e e s ,  campground f e e s .  The A l a s k a  S t a t e  
P a r k  Sys t em i s  t he  o n l y  s t a t e  s y s t em in t h e  c o u n t r y  t h a t  does  no t  c h a r g e  f o r  
campground f e e s .  Some o v e r n i g h t  f e e  o f  some s o r t  f o r  c ampg r ounds .  Tha t  i s  
because  we have no t  had t he  l e g a l  a 1 c h o r i t y  t o  do s o .  We ' ve  been a s k i n g  f o r
t h a t  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  t h e  l a s t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  and t h i s  b i l l  g i v e s  us t h a t
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a u t h o r i t y  w i t h i n  c e r t a i n  l i m i t s  and i t  t a l k s  a b o u t  the t y p e s  o f  f a c i l i t i e s
t h a t  we a r e  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  c h a r g e  f o r  and t he  t y p e s  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  t h a t  we a r e  
n o t ,  t h a t  o ugh t  t o  r ema i n  open and1 a v a i l a b l e  f r e e  o f  c h a r g e  t o  p e o p l e .  That  
t u r n e d  o u t  n o t  t o  be t he  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  b i l l .  T h e r e ' s  a handou t  
t h a t  summar i z e s  t h i s  o v e r  on t he  d e s k .  Get a l o o k  a t . t h a t .  The o t h e r  m a j o r  
p a r t  o f  t h e  b i l l  g o v e r n s  how we w i l l  w r i t e  c o n c e s s i o n  c o n t r a c t s  i n s i d e  the 
s t a t e  p a r k s .  And c o n c e s s i o n  c o n t r a c t s  a r e  t h e  r o u t e  t h a t  we wou l d  go  f o r  bo th  
h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  o r  r e s o r t  d e ve l o pmen t s  and so  i t ' s  r e a l l y  q u i t e  ge rma i ne  
o f  what  we a r e  t a l k i n g  ab ou t  h e r e  t o n i g h t .  And,  a g a i n ,  t h e  i n t e n t  h e r e  i s  
• r e a l l y  a k i nd  o f  a c o n s e r v a t i o n  m o t i v a t e d  p i e c e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .  I t  g o ve r n s  
t h e  k i n d s  o f  s t e p s ,  t h e  k i n d s  o f  t h i n g s  we have  t o  l o o k  a t  p r i o r  t o  g o i ng  
f o rw a r d  w i t h  t h e  c o n c e s s i o n  c o n t r a c t .  I t  r e q u i r e s  us t o  do p a r kw i d e  a n a l y s i s .  
I t  r e q u i r e s  us t o  l o o k  t o  s ee  i f  n o n - p a r k  l a n d s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  o u t s i d e  o f  t he  
p a r k s .  T h e r e ' s  q u i t e  a l ong  l i s t  o f  f i n d i n g s  t h a t  t he  Commi s s i o n e r  o f  the  
Depa r tme n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  must  make and i t  a l s o  adds  a n o t h e r  p u b l i c  
r e v i ew  s t e p  t o  t he  c o n t r a c t i n g  p r o c e s s .  The way i t  wo r ked  b e f o r e ,  we wou l d  
l o o k  t o  t he  p l a n ,  t h e  p l a n  o ugh t  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e s e  t h i n g s  in g e n e r a l ,  we wou l d
t hen  go d i r e c t l y  i n t o  c o n c e s s i o n  c o n t r a c t i n g .  The new l e g i s l a t i o n  r e q u i r e s
t h e  C omm i s s i o n e r ,  once  t h e  d e c i s i o n  i s  made t h a t ,  y e s ,  we o u gh t  t o  go o u t  w i t h
t h e  c o n c e s s i o n  c o n t r a c t s ,  number one  t o  i s s u e  a v e r y  l e n g t h y  s t a t emen t  o f  
f i n d i n g s  and number two i f  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  t o  be d e v e l o p e d  o r  a l o n g - t e r m  
i n t e r e s t  in t h e  p a r k  i s  t o  be c r e a t e d ,  t o  h o l d  a p u b l i c  h e a r i n g .  And d u r i n g  
t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  t h e r e  wou l d  be a l o t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  a b ou t  t h e  
s p e c i f i c s  o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t  and t h a t  wou l d  r e a l l y  be t he  b e s t  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  
t h e  p u b l i c  t o  r e v i ew  t he  d e t a i l s .  The p l a n n i n g  mee t i ng  w e ' r e  a t  t o n i g h t  w e ' l l  
f o l l o w - u p  w i t h  a second r ound o f  p l a n  mee t i n g s  l a t e r  on t h i s  summer .  T h e y ' r e  
r e a l l y  n e v e r  g o i n g  t o  g e t  i n t o  a l o t  o f  d e t a i l  a b o u t  c o n c e s s i o n  c o n t r a c t s .  
The p l a n  r e a l l y  i s  g o i ng  t o  t a l k  in g e n e r a l  t e rms  a b ou t  what  we o ugh t  t o  
s a f e g u a r d ,  what  we o ugh t  t o  l o o k  a t  in i s s u i n g  c o n t r a c t s .  The c o n t r a c t  i s  t h e  
l e g a l l y  b i n d i n g  document  t h a t  does  t h a t  and commi t s  b o t h  p a r t i e s .  And so 
t h a t ' s  t h e  key  document .  And t h e r e  wou l d  be a n o t h e r  r ound o f  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s .

_: Tha t  be s p e c i f i c  t o  t he  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  o r . . . .

Dave S t e p h e n s : A l l  s t a t e  p a r k s .  A l l  s t a t e  p a r k s .  Not  a l l  s t a t e  l and  but
j u s t  t h e  p a r k  u n i t s .

______________: Tha t  be i n g  a s t a t e  l aw,  wou l d  t h a t  a l s o  a p p l y  t o  t h e  Mun i c i p a l
l a n d s ?

Al  M e i n e r s : No.

Dave S t e p h e n s : I t ' s  j u s t  s t a t e  p a r k s .

Al M e i n e r s : I t  c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  a p p l y  t o  m un i c i p a l  l a n d s  i f  we had some k i nd  o f  
c o o p e r a t i v e  ag r e emen t  where we manage t he  l and  f o r  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y .  L e g a l l y  
i t ' s  a l i t t l e  f u z z y  bu t  I t h i n k  i t  p r o b a b l y  w o u l d . . . .

Dave S t e p h e n s : And s o  whe r e  we go f r om h e r e  —  we w i l l  h a ve  one more p u b l i c
mee t i ng  t omo r r ow n i g h t  in W a s i l l a .  We ' ve  a l r e a d y  had them in Ancho r age  and 
E a g l e  R i v e r .  We w i l l  summar i ze  a l l  t he  p u b l i c  comments and a n a l y z e  t h a t  as 
b e s t  we can and t r y  and p u l l  o u t  a l l  t he  p o i n t s  t h a t  have  been made.  We w i l l  
l o o k  a t  a number  o f  d i f f e r e n t  a l t e r n a t i v e s  on how t o  h a n d l e  each o f  t h e s e  
i s s u e s  r a n g i n g  f r om no d e ve l o pmen t  o f  t h e  g r e e n b e l t  t o  v e r y  i n t e n s i v e
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d e ve l o pmen t  o f  t h e  g r e e n b e l t ,  d i f f e r e n t  a p p r o a c h e s  f o r  s e p a r a t i n g  u s e r  g r o u p s .  
On t he  r e s o r t  i s s u e  t h e  same,  a r ange  o f  a l t e r n a t i v e s  t h a t  somehow a d d r e s s e s  
t h i s .  We w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  c o n s u l t - t he  p a r k  a d v i s o r y  b o a r d .  Th e y ' v e  s e t  up a 
p l a n n i n g  commi t t e e  t h a t  i s  w o r k i n g  w i t h  us f a i r l y  r e g u l a r l y .  We w i l l  s e l e c t  a 
p r e f e r r e d  a l t e r n a t i v e .  We w i l l  d r a f t  p l a n  l a n g ua g e ,  amendments t o  t h e  1980 
ma s t e r  p l a n .  We w i l l  p u b l i s h  t h a t  and t h a t  wou l d  b eg i n  a 3 0 -  o r  *»5_day p u b l i c  
r e v i ew  p e r i o d .  T h i s  s h o u l d  be happen i ng  in J u l y ,  maybe Augu s t .  W e ' l l  have a 
second r ound o f  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s ,  a n a l y z e  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h o s e ,  m o d i f y  t h a t  
l anguage  as  b e s t  we can and in Sep t embe r  we hope t o  have a d op t ed  r e v i s i o n s  t o  
t he  p a r k  m a s t e r  p l a n .  Then b eg i n s  the  c o n t r a c t i n g  p r o c e s s .  Assuming t he  p l a n  
s a y s  t h a t  r e s o r t  d e ve l o pmen t  i s  c o m p a t i b l e  ( t h a t ' s  b a s i c a l l y  what  t he  p l an  
s a y s )  and we d e c i d e  t o  p r o c e ed  w i t h  t h a t ,  we beg i n  t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  p r o c e s s  and 
t h a t  i s  now g o v e r n e d  by t he  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  i s  summar z ed  in the  back o f  t he  
t a b l e  and w e ' r e  a l s o  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s .  We wou l d  w r i t e  a Reque s t  
f o r  P r o p o s a l s ,  s o l i c i t  p r o p o s a l s  f r om  p r i v a t e  p a r t i e s ,  and s e l e c t  t he  b e s t .  
The s e l e c t i o n  i s  t y p i c a l l y  done by a c omm i t t e e .  We wou l d  t r y  and g e t  a F o r e s t  
S e r v i c e  e x p e r t  i n .  We wou l d  have somebody p r o b a b l y  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t he  p a r k
a d v i s o r y  b o a r d .  The r e  wou l d  be c o n t r a c t i n g  o f f i c e r s  w i t h  t he  s t a t e .  We'd t r y
and s e l e c t  a g r ou p  o f  p e o p l e ,  maybe h a l f  a d o z e n ,  t h a t  wou l d  go t h r o u gh  a l l  
t h e  p r o p o s a l s  we ' v e  r e c e i v e d  and s e l e c t  t h e  b e s t .  The s e l e c t i o n  i s  no t  based 
s o l e l y  on what  t h e y  a r e  o f f e r i n g  t o  g i v e  us a s  f a r  as  a p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e i r  
g r o s s  r e c e i p t s ,  b u t  we a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  t h e  b e s t  q u a l i t y  p r o p o s a l  as mee t i ng  
t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .  C e r t a i n l y  we a r e  g o i n g  t o  l o o k  f o r  some b e n e f i t s  t o  the  
p a r k .  We mi gh t  t r y  and g e t  a d e v e l o p e r  t o  b u i l d  t r a i l  o r  t o  f und  campg r ounds ,  
b u i l d  c ampg r ounds .  We m i gh t  j u s t  g e t  c a sh  t h a t  wou l d  t h en  be p l owed back  i n t o  
t h e  p a r k  s y s t em and pay r a n g e r s '  s a l a r i e s ,  t o  be t h e r e  t o  manage t he  s i t e .  
The c o n t r a c t i n g  p r o c e s s  wou l d  b e g i n ,  a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t ,  p r o b a b l y  O c t o b e r  o f  t h i s  
y e a r  and i t  i s  a s e v e r a l  month p r o c e s s  in i t s e l f .  And so  w e ' r e  l o o k i n g  a t
1988  a t  t he  e a r l i e s t ,  p r i o r  t o  ha v i ng  any k i nd  o f  a c o n c e s s i o n  c o n t r a c t  f o r
e i t h e r  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  o r  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t .  So t h a t ' s  t h e  p r o c e s s .  Any 
q u e s t i o n s ,  comments?

_____________ : I have  a q u e s t  i o n . . . and a g a i n  t o  c l a r i f y  a s p e c i f i c  d e ve l opmen t
p r o p o s a l ,  wou l d  t h a t  e v e r  be a v a i l a b l e  o r  pu t  b e f o r e  t he  communi ty  f o r  q u e s ­
t i o n i n g  o r  comment as  t o  t he  s p e c i f i c s  o f  t he  p r o p o s a l ?  In o t h e r  wo r d s ,  abou t  
how the  r uns  may be d e v e l o p e d ,  how,  you know,  j u s t  a l l  t h o s e  p a r t i c u l a r s ,  o r  
wou l d  t h a t  o n l y  be a p a r t  o f  th r e q u e s t  f o r  p r o p o s a l s  t h a t  t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  
c omm i t t e e ,  r e v i ew  c omm i t t e e ,  wou l d  be q u e s t i o n i n g ?

Al M e i n e r s : As I u n d e r s t a n d  i t ,  we a s k  f o r  p r o p o s a l s ,  t h o s e  p r o p o s a l s  a r e
b r o u g h t  i n .  D u r i n g  t he  t ime  t he  c o n t r a c t  and r e v i e w  c omm i t t e e  a r e  r e v i ew i ng
t he  p r o p o s a l s  t h e y  a r e  n o t  made p u b l i c  and t h a t  i s  t o  a v o i d ,  I b e l i e v e  the 
pu rp o s e  i s  t o  a v o i d  t ampe r i n g  w i t h  t he  b i d d i n g  p r o c e s s .  I may be wrong on 
t h a t  but  I know t h a t  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  s t a t e men t s  wou l d  n o t  be ,  t h o s e  wou l d  be 
k ep t  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  Once t he  commi t t e e  has  made a s e l e c t i o n ,  t h en  t h e  m a t e r i a l  
wou l d  be made p u b l i c  bu t  I b e l i e v e  d u r i n g  t h a t  p o i n t  whe r e  t h e  c ommi t t e e  i s 
r e v i ew i n g  i t  i s  k e p t  c o n f i d e n t i a l .

Dave S t e p h e n s : P r i o r  t o  us g e t t i n g  i n t o  t he  RFPs and e v a l u a t i n g  p r o p o s a l s ,
t h ough ,  t h e  Commi s s i o ne r  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  i s s u e  t h i s  s t a t e m en t  o f  f i n d i n g s .  A 
r i g o r o u s  s e t  o f  f i n d i n g s .

Al M e i n e r s : You wou l d  know what  t h e  g u i d e l i n e s  we r e  f o r  t h e  p r o p o s a l s .  The
l o c a t i o n ,  t he  number o f  l i f t s ,  t he  t h i n g s  t h a t  wou l d  no t  be a l l o w e d .  The way
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i t  wou l d  wo r k  i s  we wou l d  t r y  t o  s e t  up a ba se  l e v e l  whe r e  t he  s t a t e  i s  a s k i ng  
f o r  p r o p o s a l s  t o  do t hus  and such and we wou l d  s p e l l  o u t  what  t h a t  i s  and 
t h o s e  a r e  ma nda t o r y  p e r f o r m a n c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  You must  do t h i s ,  t h i s ,  t h i s ,  
and t h i s .  Then we wou l d  a l l o w  t h e  b i d d e r s  t o  go beyond t h a t  and we migh t  even 
en cou r a ge  and s u g g e s t  c e r t a i n  a r e a s  whe r e  t h ey  may want  t o  have  o t h e r  s e r v i c e s  
o r  do o t h e r  t h i n g s .  But  we a r e  a l s o  g i v i n g  them g u i d e l i n e s  on what  we d o n ' t  
want  t o  them do and what  k i n d s  o f  s t u d i e s  wou l d  be n e c e s s a r y  p r i o r  t o  any 
c o n c l u s i o n .  A r c t i c  V a l l e y  was an e x i s t i n g  s k i  a r e a  when Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  
was c r e a t e d  s o  S t a t e  P a r k s  has  n o t  done any c o n c e s s i o n  c o n t r a c t s  f o r  s k i  
a r e a s .  So w e ' r e  s o r t  o f  f e e l i n g  o u r  v/ay t h r o u g h  t h i s  p r o c e s s  c a u t i o u s l y .  But 
a s  I u n d e r s t a n d  i t  a t  one p o i n t  whe r e  t he  p r o p o s a l s  come in t hen  t h o s e  would 
n o t  be a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h a t  p e r i o d  and t h a t  wou l d  p r o b a b l y  be a c o u p l e  o f  weeks .  
But  you know what  was g o i n g  in a n d . . . .

Dave S t e p h e n s : You know what  t h e  RFP s a y s  bu t  a l o t  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t
we a r e  g o i ng  t o  a s k  t h e s e  p r o p o n e n t s  t o  p r o v i d e  i s  o n l y  g o i n g  t o  come a t  g r e a t  
e x pen s e  t o  them and t h ey  w i l l  no doub t  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  p r o p r i e t a r y  i n f o r m a t i o n  
t h a t  wou l d  be v a l u a b l e  t o  t h e i r  c o m p e t i t o r s .  So w e ' l l  have a c c e s s  t o  i t  once  
a s e l e c t i o n  i s  made,  a c o n t r a c t  i s  s i g n e d ,  a l l  t h e  v a r i o u s  a p p e a l s  have been 
wo rked o u t ,  wh ich t a k e s  some t im e .  I t h i n k  a t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  t hen t he  i n f o r m a ­
t i o n  wou l d  be a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .

Al  M e i n e r s : Once t h e  commi t t e e  d o e s n ' t  a c t u a l l y  c u t  t h e  d e a l .  They would
make t he  r e commenda t i on  t o  t h e  D i r e c t o r  «nd t h e  Comm i s s i o n e r  o f  P a r k s ,  then 
t he  c o n t r a c t o r  has t o  go t o  t h e  Depa r tmen t  o f  Law and t h e  D epa r tmen t  o f  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b e f o r e  i t  i s  l e g a l .  So t h e r e ' s  a c o u p l e  o f  s t e p s  in t h e r e .

_____________ : W h a t . . . d e t a i I  a r e  you t a l k i n g  a b ou t  on t h e  c o n t r a c t ?  Would i t
i n c l u d e  a d e t a i l e d  s i t e  p l a n ?  I n c l u d i n g  a l l  t he  u t i l i t i e s ?  Y o u ' r e  s u g ge s t i n g
t h a t  i t  w o u l d n ' t  be p u b l i c  u n t i l  t h a t ' s  s i g n ed ?

Al  M e i n e r s : No,  n o .  . The  r e q u e s t  f o r  p r o p o s a l s  wou l d  s p e l l  o u t  as  much d e t a i l
as  we can .

P e t e  P a n a r e s e : P e r h a p s  I c o u l d  p o i n t  o u t  s ome t h i n g .  The r e q u e s t  f o r  p r o ­
p o s a l s  i s  p u b l i c  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  in i t s  e n t i r e t y .  We g e t  t h e  p r o p o s a l s  back ,
t h o s e  a r e  c l o s e t e d  b e cau s e  o f  p r o p r i e t a r y  i n f o r m a t i o n .  The c o n t r a c t  we 
f o r m u l a t e  i s  100% p u b l i c  i n f o r m a t i o n .

Al  M e i n e r s : Because  a c t u a l l y  a s amp l e  c o n t r a c t  wou l d  go o u t  w i t h  t h e  RFP.
The a c t u a l  s i t e  p l a n ,  no .  P r o b a b l y  t h e  s f t e  p l a n  wou l d  be s u bm i t t e d  by each 
p r o p o n e n t  in t h e i r  pa ck a ge .

P e t e  P a n a r e s e : We wou l d  r e q u i r e  in t h e  c o n t r a c t  o f  t h e  mag n i t u d e  we a r e
t a l k i n g  a b ou t  j u s t  a b o u t  e v e r y  d e t a i l  you c o u l d  imag i ne  and t he  d e v e l o p e r  i s  
g o i n g  t o  be in a p o s i t i o n  t o  s u p p l y  t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  —  w a t e r ,  sewage ,  where 
t h e  l i f t s  a r e  g o i ng  e x a c t l y ,  c o m mun i c a t i o n s ,  a v a l a n c h e  c o n t r o l ,  s t a t e - o f -  
t h e - a r t  f o r  t h a t  t y pe  o f  d e v e l o pme n t .  Where h e ' s  b u y i ng  h i s  power  f r om ,
w h e r e ' s  h e ' s  g e t t i n g  h i s  w a t e r  f r o m ,  t h e  e n t i r e t y  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  be 
coming t o  us as  some component  o f  t h a t  c o n t r a c t .

._________: But  t h e  RFP i s  v e r y  s t r i c t  w i t h  t h e  impr ovement s  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e
p a r k  o r  wou l d  t h a t  be beyond improvement s  w i t h i n  t he  s t a t e  p a r k ?
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Al H e i n e r s ; I b e l i e v e  we wou l d  r e q u i r e  them t o  show us how t h e i r  t o t a l  
pa ckage .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y  enough t h i s  s i t e  t h a t  R ogne r  T o u r i s t i k  i s  t a l k i n g  
abou t  has a t r emendous  amount  o f  p r i v a t e  l and i n v o l v e d .  We o b v i o u s l y  d o n ' t  
want t o  g r a n t  a c o n t r a c t  f o r  a s k i  l i f t  where t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  i s  on somebody 
e l s e ' s  p r i v a t e  l and  so  t h e  p r o p o n e n t s  would have t o  come f o r t h  w i t h  ag r eemen t s  
f r om t h o s e  l a n d own e r s .  T hey ' d  have t o  show us how t h e i r  t o t a l  f a c i l i t y  i s  
g o i ng  t o  w o r k .  But  i t  wou l d  be a t  a c o nc e p t u a l  l e v e l .  I wou l d  e n v i s i o n  t h a t  
once we know t h a t  t h e y ' v e  g o t  t h e  money ,  t h e y ' v e  g o t  t h e  l a n d own e r s h i p  f i g u r e d  
o u t  and some i n t e r e s t i n g  enough t o  make the  t h i n g  w o r k ,  we wou l d  then r e q u i r e  
d e t a i l e d  wo r k  t o  be done t o  a d d r e s s  t he  s p e c i f i c s  and t h a t  t he  a p p r o v a l  o f  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  wou l d  r e q u i r e  them t o  a r g u e  and a p p r o v e . . . w a t e r  q u a l i t y .

_____________ : I s  t h e r e  a p u b l i c l y  e x po s ed ,  i f  t h a t ' s  t h e  r i g h t  wo rd ,  s i t e  p l a n
r e v i ew  p r o c e s s ?

Al  M e i n e r s : Y ea ,  what  t he  c o nc e p t  p l a n  and s e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t  o r  f o r
the  c o n c e s s i o n a i r e ,  t h e i r  s u bm i s s i o n  t o  us o f  d e t a i - l e d  d e s i g n  wo r k  wou l d  be 
p u b l i c  i n f o r m a t i o n .  I t  wou l d  be r e v i ewed  by t h e ,  w e l l  c e r t a i n l y  we wou l d  t a k e  
i t  t o  o u r  p a r k  a d v i s o r y  b o a r d ,  we h a v e n ' t  d e c i d ed  y e t  wh e t h e r  we wou l d  have
s e p a r a t e  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s ,  we mi gh t  w e l l  do t h a t .

_____________ : I wou l d  l i k e  t o  s u g ge s t  t h a t  t h e r e  may be some d u p l i c a t i o n  o f
work h e r e .  The Mun i c i p a l  P l a n n i n g  and Zoning Commi s s i on  w i l l  r e v i ew  t h e  s i t e  
p l an  and t h e r e  w i l l  be a p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  o f  the r e s o r t .  Tha t  t y pe  o f  i n f o r m a ­
t i o n  t h a t  you s p e c i f y  i s  t h e  t ype  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  r e ­
q u i r e d .  S o ,  y e a ,  t h e r e  w i l l  be a p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  and a l l  t h o s e  t h i n g s  wou l d  
come f o r t h  and h o p e f u l l y  t h e r e  w i l l  be no d u p l i c a t i o n .

Dave S t e p h e n s ; In t h a t  c a s e  what  we would as k  f o r  i s  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a ­
t i o n  t h a t ' s  been d e v e l o p e d  as  p a r t  o f  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y ' s  P l a n n i n g  and Z o n i ng .

Al M e i n e r s : W e ' r e  even on j o i n t  h e a r i n g s .  I f  s ome t h i n g  happens  we wou l d  l i k e
t o  g e t  r e a l  c l o s e  t o  t h e  Mun i c i p a l  p l a n n i n g  and f o c u s  and j u s t  wo r k  t h r o u gh
the  who l e  t h i n g  w i t h  them s o  t h a t  w e ' r e  no t  do i ng  a l o t  o f  d u p l i c a t i o n  be cau se
what we do a f f e c t s  them and what  t h ey  do a f f e c t s  us and s o  i f  s ome th i ng
happens in t h e  Sou t h  F o r k  o f  E a g l e  R i v e r  o b v i o u s l y  t h e  l and  de ve l o pmen t
p a t t e r n  i s  g o i n g  t o  change  a l o t  and r e z o n i n g  and a l l  t h a t  k i nd  o f  t h i n g  so  i t
needs t o  be c l o s e  in c o o r d i n a t i n g  w i t h  them.

_____________ : Mun i c i p a l  z o n i n g  does  n o t  a f f e c t  s t a t e - o w n e d  l a n d ,  am I c o r r e c t ?

Dave S t e p h e n s : Y e s .

Al  M e i n e r s : Y e a ,  t h e r e ' s  some d i f f e r e n t  u s e .  G e n e r a l l y  we a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o
f o l l o w  Mun i c i p a l  z o n i n g .  The r e  a r e  s i t u a t i o n s  whe r e  t he  s t a t e  can d e c l a r e  an 
o v e r r i d i n g  s t a t e  i n t e r e s t .  I t ' s  s o r t  o f  the b i g  f i s h ,  l i t t l e  f i s h  t h i n g  goes  
on .  We wou l d  s a y  no ,  f o r g e t  i t .  But  a t  l e a s t  t h e  n o r m a l . . . w e  do f o l l o w  and 
f o c u s  on .  But  I 'm unde r  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n . . .we ' ve  had some l e g a l  o p i n i o n s  on 
t h a t  and i t ' s  a l i t t l e  f u z z y .  The a t t o r n e y s  ha ve  t o l d  us t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  
s i t u a t i o n s  whe r e  t he  s t a t e  c o u l d  o v e r r i d e  l o c a l  z o n i n g  bu t  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  
r e a s o n s  i t ' s  u s u a l l y  n o t  done .

Dave S t e p h e n s : O t h e r  comment s ,  q u e s t i o n s ?
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: I t ' s  been v e r y  I n f o r m a t i v e  and t hank  you v e r y  much.

Dave S t e p h e n s : We t h an k  you f o r  t u r n i n g  o u t  and g i v i n g  us y o u r  e v e n i n g  on the
f i r s t  sunny n i g h t .

P e t e  P a n a r e s e : I ' v e  g o t  a c o u p l e  o f  q u e s t i o n s  I ' d  l i k e  t o  a s k  but  t h a t ' s  no t
n e c e s s a r y  f o r  e v e r y b o d y  t o  hang a r o u n d .  I g o t  a c o u p l e  o f  q u e s t i o n s  f r om 
L a r r y .  One o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  we we r e  hop i ng  t o  ge t  some i npu t  on coming r o
Gi rdwood i s  some o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  the  a c t u a l  o p e r a t i o n  o f  s k i  a r e a s
•such as  a r e . . . n e c e s s a r y  f o r  mak ing snow? How much n o i s e  comes f r om making 
snow o r  t he  v e h i c l e s  t h a t  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  move t he  snow a r ound  on t he  moun­
t a i n  t o  g e t  an a d e q u a t e  s k i  c o v e r ?  W e ' r e  k n ow l e d g e a b l e  enough t o  know t h a t
i t ' s  no t  a s i l e n t  a c t i v i t y  and t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  comment t h a t  we ' v e  he a r d  in a l l  
t h e  o t h e r  h e a r i n g s ,  what  a b o u t  t h e  n o i s e ?  And we have no b a s i s  f r om wh i ch  t o  
r e s p o n d .  What i s  y o u r  i npu t  on t h a t ?  I b e l i e v e  you wo r k  f o r  t he  r e s o r t ?  
C o r r e c t ?  Or ha ve  been a l o n g - t e r m  r e s i d e n t ?

L a r r y  D a n i e l s : I m i gh t  n o t  be a v e r y  unb i a s e d  comment e r  on t h a t .  However ,
once  in a w h i l e  we g e t  comments f r om p e o p l e  on t he  l i g h t s ,  t h a t  t h e y  b o t h e r  
them as f a r  a s  s l e e p i n g .  But  i t ' s  f a i r l y  r a r e .  I t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  have  
l i g h t s  f o r  snowmak ing be cau s e  t he  s a f e t y  o f  the  p e r s o n n e l  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  
pa r amoun t .  I t ' s  a v e r y  d a ng e r o u s  j o b  and w i t h o u t  l i g h t s  i t  wou l d  be a lm o s t  
s u i c i d e .  E v e n t u a l l y  you wou l d  maime somebody i f  t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  s ee  what  t h e y  
we r e  d o i n g .  As t o  t h e  n o i s e  o f  snowmak ing ,  i t  depends  on t he  t y pe  o f  snow­
mak ing you h a v e .  I t h i n k  t h a t  t he  p a r t i c u l a r  t y pe  t h a t  we use  i s  f a i r l y  
i nno cu o us .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t o o  many p e o p l e . . . I ' v e  n o t  r e a l l y  r e c e i v e d  
any  a d v e r s e  comments a b o u t  snowmak ing .  However t h e r e  i s  a t y pe  o f  snowmaking 
c a l l e d  a i r  w a t e r  t h a t  i s  l i k e  a j e t  e n g i n e  go i ng  o f f  i n  y o u r  b a ck y a r d  and so 
i t  can be e x t r e m e l y ,  t h a t  t y pe  o f  snowmaking can be v e r y  a n n o y i n g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
f o r  p e o p l e  c l o s e  b y .

P e t e  P a n a r e s e : What  t y p e  o f  v e h i c l e s  d i d  you use  t o  move t h e  snowmaking
equ i pment  o r  move a r o u n d  t h e  snow,  snow c a t s  and what n o t ?

L a r r y  D a n i e l s : As l ong  as  i t ' s  n o t  g o i n g  t h r o u g h . . . w e  used t o  have a shop
t h a t  was o u t  a c t u a l l y  in p a r t  o f  t h e  r e s i d e n t s l  a r e a  and we used t o  g e t  
c o m p l a i n t s  abou t  t h e  equ i pmen t  g o i n g  back  and f o r t h  t h r o u g h  t he  n e i g hb o r h o od  
but  o t h e r  than t h a t  I t h i n k  f o r  the mos t  p a r t  the snow c a t s  a r e  r e a s o n a b l y  
w e l l  m u f f l e d  as t o  n o t  c a u s e  p e o p l e  t o o  much c o n ce r n .  I t h i n k  though you know 
t h a t  t o o  t h e r e  may be a d i f f e r e n c e  in t h i s  communi ty i n  t h a t . . . a t  l e a s t  up 
t h e r e ,  I mean,  t h e  Gi r dwood communi t y  was f r om a c t u a l l y  i t  d i d n ' t  even e x i s t  
h e r e  a t  t he  t ime  t h e  r e s o r t  s t a r t e d .  I t  was down b a s i c a l l y  a t  t he  mouth o f  
t h e  v a l l e y  and a l o n g  Crow C r e e k  Road and then t h e r e  was no de ve l o pmen t  u n t i l  
t h e  s k i  a r e a  came t h a t  b a s i c a l l y  went  t o  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  v a l l e y  and then 
sub s equen t  t o  t h a t .  So ,  I g u e s s  t h a t  t h e  sk i  a r e a  was h e r e  and t hen  t he  
communi ty f o rmed a r o u n d  i t  and s o  I t h i n k  we ' ve  a l l  k i n d  o f  grown up t o g e t h e r .  
The r e  i s  e i t h e r  a h i g h e r  l e v e l  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and awa r e n e s s  in t h i s  com­
mun i t y  then t h e r e  m i gh t  be in a communi t y  t h a t  a l r e a d y  e x i s t s  and than t h e  new 
s k i  a r e a  comes t o  i t .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  a s k i  a r e a  can be a f a i r l y  good 
n e i g h b o r  t o  a c ommun i t y .  I wou l d  hope t h a t  a sk i  a r e a  c o u l d  be d e v e l o p e d  in 
an a r e a  l i k e  t h i s  and n o t  be an a d v e r s e  impac t .  But  c e r t a i n l y  depend i ng  on 
what  p e op l e  move t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  p l a c e  f o r  i t  may no t  be wha t  t hey  had in mind 
and so t h a t ' s  wh e r e  I t h i n k  o v e r  t ime  p e o p l e  t end t o  g e t  used t o  a l o t  o f
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i n i t i a l l y  opposed  t o  i t .  So I d o n ' t  know.

Dave S t e p h e n s : W e l l ,  w e ' l l  a d j o u r n  t h e  me e t i n g .  Thank y ou ,  a g a i n .

t h i n g s  whe reas  t hey  m i gh t  have I 
Those  a r e  my c o m p l a i n t s .

[ u n i n t e l l i g i b l e ]  i t ' s  n o t  t he  same s e t - u p  as  t h e y  have h e r e  a t  A l y e s k a .  A l l  
t h e  n o z z l e s  t h a t  d i s p e r s e  t he  snow were  f i x e d  and t hey  d o n ' t  have  f a n s .  They 
d o n ' t  even have l i g h t s  in t he  a r e a .  You c a n ' t  h e a r  i t  a t  a l l .  So I ' d  s ay  
i t ' d  p r o b a b l y  depend on what  t y p e ,  you know t h e r e ' s  more t h an  one  t y p e ,  and I 
d o n ' t  know t h e r e  may be more t han  two t y p e s  o f  snowmaking p r o c e s s e s  s o  i t  a l l  
depends  on what t y pe  o f  s y s t em t he y  e x p e c t  t o  u s e  whe t he r  i t  made any n o i s e  a t  
. a l l .

: ■ • • ' • .. .
______________: The f a n  t y p e s  t h a t  t h ey  use  h e r e  r i g h t  o u t s i d e  o u r  bedroom h e r e
a t  A l y e s k a  and a t  f i r s t  when t h e y  f i r s t  came in you n o t i c e d  them and t h en  we 
g o t  used t o  i t .  The o n l y  t h i n g  we s t i l l  h a v e n ’ t  go t  used t o  i s  t h e  c annon .

_____________ : You mi gh t  want  t o  a s k  a b ou t  u s i n g  e x p l o s i v e s  f o r  a v a l a n c h e s .

[ u n i n t e l l i g i b l e  c o n v e r s a t i o n ]
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■ v mW a s i l l a ,  Hay 2 8 ,  15 p e o p l e  a t t e n d i n g ,  10 o f f e r i n g  t e s t i m o n y

[ T r a n s c r i p t s  o f  t h e  W a s i l l a  m ee t i n g  a r e  u n a v a i l a b l e  because  o f  a t ap e  r e c o r d e r  
f a i l u r e .  Gene r a l  n o t e s  and summar i e s  o f  t e s t i m o n y  a r e  g i v e n  in t he  f o l l o w i n g  
p a g e s . ]

S a r a h  H o r n e r  —  i n t e r e s t e d  in H a t c h e r  Pa s s
DPOR s h o u l d  t h o r o u g h l y  s t u d y  E a g l e  R i v e r  s i t e  and e n s u r e  i t s  f e a ­
s i b i l i t y .

J an  A f f i n i  t o
l a r g e - s c a l e  r e s o r t  may be i n a p p r o p r i a t e  in s t a t e  p a r k ;
E a g l e  R i v e r  i s  based  in p a r k ,  dependen t  on p a r k ;
DPOR s h o u l d  f o l l o w  sound p l a n n i n g  p r a c t i c e s ,  b e i ng  even  more c a r e f u l  
b ecause  o f  p a r k  s t a t u s ;
d e ve l o pmen t  o f  Gove rnment  Peak  i s  i n e v i t a b l e ;  
s t a t e  s h o u l d  be p r o t e c t e d  i f  Couth F o r k  f a i l s ;
c o nc e r n ed  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  p r e s s u r e s  a r e  d r i v i n g  t h e  p l a n n i n g  p r o c e s s ;  
s k i  a r e a  s h o u l d  be examined  on i t s  t e c h n i c a l  m e r i t s ;
E a g l e  R i v e r  r e s o r t  c o u l d  s u s t a i n  i t s e l f  w i t h o u t  s k i i n g .

J ohn S t e i n  —  Mat -Su Bo rough
v a l l e y  i s  c ompe t i ng  f o r  r e s o r t s ;  
q u e s t i o n s  wh e t h e r  r e s o r t  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e ;
DPOR s h o u l d  do s i t e  e v a l u a t i o n ;
s i t e  has been d e s i g n a t e d  in Ha t ch e r  Pass  -  good s i t e ;
Ha t ch e r  Pa s s  s h o u l d n ' t  be o v e r l o o k e d  in t h e  r e g i o n a l  c o n t e x t .

J im T u r n e r  —  I ndependence  Sk i  R e s o r t  Company
r e s o r t s  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  p a r k  s t a t u s ,  p r o v i d e d  
f e a s i b i l i t y  and c a p a b i l i t y ;
c u r s o r y  e v a l u a t ' o n  o f  E a g l e  R i v e r  s i t e  s u gg e s t s  t h a t  i t ' s  m a r g i n a l ;  
DPOR s h o u l d n ' t  a l l o w  p r o j e c t  i f  no t  f e a s i b l e ;  
s t a t e  s h o u l d  t a k e  r e g i o n a l  v i ew  o f  p o t e n t i a l  sk i  s i t e s ;  
p e r m i t t i n g  o f  u n f e a s i b l e  s i t e  c o u l d  k i l l  more f e a s i b l e  s i t e s ;  
l o o k  a t  m o u n t a i n ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  h o l d  snow in p l a c e ;
h e l i c o p t e r  s k i i n g  s h o u l d n ' t  be p r o h i b i t e d ;  s h o u l d  be a l l o w e d  w i t h  
c a r e f u l  c o n t r o l s .

Mi ke  Downs
c o n s i d e r  n o i s e  impac t s  o f  s k i  l i f t s ,  o t h e r  r e s o r t  a c t i v i t i e s ;
E a g l e  R i v e r  s i t e  i s  p r i m a r i l y  n o r t h  f a c i n g ,  w i t h  l i t t l e  s u n s h i n e ;  
r e s o r t  s i t e  i s  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  w a t e r s h e d ;
snow making equ i pmen t  c r e a t e s  a w i d e s p r e ad  f o g ,  c o a t i n g  r o a d s  and 
house s  wi th i c e ;
Sou t h  F o r k  has f r e q u e n t  t e m p e r a t u r e  i n v e r s i o n s ,  c a u s i n g  f og  f r om 
snowmaking t o  c o v e r  wh o l e  v a l l e y ;
l i g h t  i n d u s t r y  o f  r e s o r t  may n o t  be c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  bedroom 
communi t y o f  E a g l e  R i v e r ;
Sou t h  F o r k  r e s o r t  n u l d  p r e c l u d e  a b e t t e r  s i t e  f r om  be i ng  d e v e l o p e d .
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R o b e r t  Wei 1s
c u r r e n t  economic  down t u r n  s h o u l d  n o t  i n f l u e n c e  d e c i s i o n  t o  open 
s t a t e  p a r k  t o  c omme r c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s ;
s u p p o r t s  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  in p e r i p h e r a l  a r e a s  o f  p a r k ;  
h e l i c o p t e r s  can be managed t o  m i n im i z e  imp ac t s ;  
h e l i c o p t e r s  p r o b a b l y  o u g h t  t o  be e x c l u d e d  f r om w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a s ;  
p a r kw i d e  sk i  s i t e  s u i t a b i l i t y  s t u d y  s h o u l d  be done .

P e t e r  O i e d r i c h
examine  wind s c o u r i n g  o f  s k i  s l o p e s ;
Government  Peak  i s  s u p e r i o r  s i t e  t o  E a g l e  R i v e r ;
DPOR s h ou l d  do a p p r o p r i a t e  s t u d i e s .

Ka r en  S i r y
l o c a l  need f o r  s k i  r e s o r t ;
i n v o l v e d  w i t h  y o u t h  s k i  p r o g r am ;
s c h o o l  buses  c a nn o t  n e g o t i a t e  i c y ,  s t e e p  r o a d s ;
E a g l e  R i v e r  p l a n n i n g  p r o c e s s  i s  t o o  f a s t ;
c o n c e r n ed  w i t h  E a g l e  R i v e r  s i t e  s u i t a b i l i t y ;

H i k e  Pe r r y ham - -  A l a s k a  F r o n t i e r  T r a p p e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n
E IS  o r  o t h e r  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s t u d y  ough t  t o  o c c u r  f o r  b o t h  r e s o r t  
p r o p o s a l s ;
s k i  a r e a s  a r e  n o t  m u l t i p l e  u s e ,  and p r e v e n t  o t h e r  u s e r  g r o u p s ;
s k i  a r e a s  a r e  s i n g l e  use  a r e a s ;
a l r e a d y  t h r e e  s k i  a r e a s ,  and more  a r e  u n n e c e s s a r y ;
how many sheep wou l d  be e l i m i n a t e d  by s k i  s l o p e s ?
p r o p o n e n t s  s h o u l d  pay f o r  s t a t e ' s  e x pen se s  in p l a n n i n g ,  r e s p o nd i ng  
t o  r e q u e s t .

Mike S o r e n s e n  —  e x p e r i e n c e d  s k i  coach  
s u p p o r t s  a l p i n e  s k i i n g ;
c a u t i o n  a g a i n s t  d e v e l o pmen t  o f  m a r g i n a l  s k i  s l o p e s ,  t e r r a i n s ;  
a r e a  ough t  t o  be e v a l u a t e d  f o r  i t s  l o n g - t e r m  b e n e f i t s .

n
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t h e  l a s t  c o u p l e  o f  y e a r s ,  c omme r c i a l  t o u r i s m  has now t a ken  the number o n e  s p o t  
in t e rms  o f  t h e i r  l e ad i ng  economi c  i n d u s t r y .  F o r  a t  l e a s t  10 o r  15 y e a r s  in 
t h e  s t a t e  o f  Ut ah commerc ia l  t o u r i s m  has been the number one i n du s t r y .  When I 
came To  A l a s k a  12 y e a r s  ago t o  p l a n  o u t d o o r  r e c r e a t i o n  e x p e r i e nc e s  i n  new 
p a r k s  in A l a s k a  I came here w i t h  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  someday A l a s k a  w ou l d  
be in t h e  same p o s i t i o n  whereby t h e i r  t o u r i s m  i n d u s t r y  would o u t r a n k  t h e i r  
n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e  i n d u s t r i e s  j u s t  a s  i t  d i d  in my home s t a t e s  o f  C o l o r a d o  and 
Ut ah many y e a r s  a g o .  I b e l i e v e  i n  a p r o p o s a l  l i k e  t h i s .  I suppo r t  i t  and  I 
r e a l l y  hope t h a t  someth ing l i k e  t h i s  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e .

Al  H e i n e r s :  Thank you ,  Don. Y e s .

Becky  Ha n s e n : My name
1 i ve 
p r o j e c t  
beg i nn i ng
s k i i n g ,  you know,  and th i ngs  l i k e  t h a t ,  
you know,  maybe on t h e  dumb s i d e ,  t o o .  
t h i n k  a b o u t  g o i n g  up t o  the top o f  a moun t a i n  i t  s t o p s  and t h a t ' s  abou t  a s  f a r  
a s  i t  g e t s .  i t h i n k  abou t  r i d i n g  a c h a i r l i f t  t o  t h e  t o p  o f  the mount a i n  t h a t  
I l i v e  on wou i d  be r e a l l y  s ome t h i n g  p r e t t y  s p e c i a l .  I t ' s  p r obab l y  o n  the  
s t u p i d  s i d e  o r  s ome th i ng  but I 'm e x c i t e d  ab ou t  i t .

i s  Becky Hansen  and my husband has these  p i c t u r e s .  I 
in R i v e r v i e w  E s t a t e s  which i s  t h e  n e a r e s t  s u b d i v i s i o n  t o  where the  r e s o r t  

i t s e l f  w i l l  be .  We've b e e n  r e a l l y  e x c i t e d  a b ou t  t h i s  f rom t h e  v e r y  
t h i n k  about  t h i n g s ,  l i k e  my c h i l d  i s  g o i ng  t o  be a b l e  t o  go

I t ' s  p r o b a b l y  on the  l i g h t e r  s i d e ,  
But  I a l s o  have  asthma and when I

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank you ,  Becky.  Anybody  e l s e ?

S c o t t  M a r t i n e z : W o u l d n ' t  i t  be b e t t e r  j u s t  t o  us e  i t  and j u s t  l eave  i t  a s  i t
i s .  I mean l o o k  a t  in the l owe r  **8. Look  a t  i t ,  i t ' s  a l l  be ing chopped away 
s l o w l y  and s l o w l y ,  you know. I t ' s  j u s t  d i s a p p e a r i n g ,  you know. What y o u ' v e  
g o t  up h e r e ,  you know,  I come f r om  t h e  E a s t ,  I ' v e  o n l y  been up here f o r  a y e a r  
bu t  hey v/hat do I know,  you know.  But a l l  I know i s  back  in t h a t  v a l l e y  
t h e r e ' s  s ome t h i ng  t h a t ' s  r e a l l y  s p e c i a l .  More p owe r f u l  than a ski  r e s o r t  and 
t h a t ' s  j u s t  what  i t  i s ,  j u s t  w i l d e r n e s s ,  j u s t  t o  be l e f t  a l o n e ,  you know,  i t ' s  
j u s t  l i k e  why do p e o p l e  want t o  c u t  c o n s t a n t l y ,  j u s t  t e a r  i t  a p a r t ,  j u s t ,  I
mean what  a r e  we go i ng  to be l i k e  in the n e x t  100 y e a r s  j u s t  a w o r l d  o f
p l a s t i c  and cemen t .  I mean, l e t ' s  j u s t  put  i t  and j u s t  l e a v e .  I t ' s  a l r e a d y  
been c o n s i d e r e d  as  a p a r k ,  i t  has w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a s ,  i t  has j u s t  pa r k  v a l u e s .  
Why c a n ' t  he j u s t  l e a v e  i t  as wha t  i t  i s .  I mean,  you know,  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  
know as o f  s t a t e  and economic ,  I 'm  o n l y  20 y e a r s  o l d ,  I 'm j u s t  g e t t i n g  o u t  in
t h i s  w o r l d ,  bu t  I l o v e  t ha t  v a l l e y ,  man.  I go back  t h e r e  and I e n j o y  j u s t
what  i t  i s  and j u s t  as  a peace o f  m i nd ,  t h a t ' s  what  i t  g i v e s  ne ,  you know.  
I ' v e  done s k i i n g  b e f o r e ,  I ' v e  s k i i e d  in t he  e a s t  c o a s t  where they h a v e  the 
w o r s t  s k i  r e s o r t s  t h e r e  cou l d p o s s i b l y  be ,  you know,  j u s t  h i l l s ,  no m o u n t a i n s ,  
j u s t  r o l l i n g  h i l l s ,  you know, and y o u  know,  l i k e  t h a t  guy j u s t  s a i d ,  C o l o r a d o ,  
U t ah  t h e r e  you g o t  t h i s  big r e s o r t s  t h a t  p e o p l e  c o u l d  go t o  do i t ,  you know.  
You go t  A l y e s k a .  What i f  the snow y o u ' d  have t o  g e t  mach i nes  to go i n  t h i s  
new r e s o r t ,  I mean new sk i  t h i n g .  Say t h ey  d o n ' t  wo r k  and peop l e  d o n ' t  wan t  
t o  go t h e r e  be cau s e  t he  c o n d i t i o n s  a i n ' t  good and t h ey  s t i l l  j u s t  g o  t o  
A l y e s k a ,  you know.  Then you wou l d  have t he  t h i n g  a l r e a d y  b u i l t  up t h e r e  on 
t h e  h i l l ,  you know,  and i t  j u s t ,  y o u  know.  I d o n ' t  know.  I j u s t  t h i n k  i t  
s h o u l d  be l e f t  a l o n e ,  i s  what my o p i n i o n  i s .

[ The mee t i ng  was a d j o u r n e d  a f t e r  s e v e r a l  m i nu t e s  o f  i n f o r m a l  d i s c u s s i o n  among 
P a r k s  s t a f f  and t h e  p u b l i c . ]
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Girdwood,  May 27,  12 people a t t e n d i n g ,  9 o f f e r i n g  t e s t imony

Al  H e i n e r s : We d i d n ' t  a s k  you on t h e  l i s t  h e r e  who want ed  t o  speak bu t  I ' l l
j u s t  run down and i f  you don ' t  want  t o  s a y  a n y t h i n g  j u s t  l e t  us know. B r y a n  
S e l 1s .

B r yan S e l 1s : I ' l l  p a s s .

A l  M e i n e r s ; Okay .  Pau l  Todd.

P a u l  Todd : Am I t he  o n l y  o t h e r  p e r s o n  who s i g n e d ?

A l  M e i n e r s : No.

P a u l  T odd : I ' l l  j u s t  t e l l  you who I am .  I l i v e  in A n c h o r a g e .  . . . h e l i c o p t e r
s i g h t s e e i n g .  As l ong  as  they a r e  n o t  e x c e s s i v e l y  in c o n f l i c t ,  d o n ' t  become a 
p u b l i c  n u i s a n c e  o r  d eg r a de  the w i l d l i f e  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  a r e  impo r t an t .  The  
r e d u c t i o n  in o i l  p r i c e s ,  the use ,  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  u s e ,  c a r e f u l  use o f  p u b l i c  
l a n d s  in a n o n - d e g r a d i n g  way,  p r o v i d e  m o r e  t h i n g s  f o r  v i s i t o r s  t o  see and d o ,  
a n d  b r i n g  in more v i s i t o r s .  No g r e a t  e c o n o m i c  need in t h e  communi ty .  I t h i n k  
I ' l l  j u s t  l e a v e  i t  a t  t h a t ,  g e n e r a l l y  t a l k i n g  a b ou t  h e l i c o p t e r s  s i g h t s e e i n g  
a n d . . . .  L e t  somebody e l s e  t a l k .

A l  M e i n e r s : Thank s ,  P a u l .  Bob H i l l e r  o r  JoAnne .

Bob  H i l l e r : I am Bob M i l l e r .  I 'm a l andowne r  a d j o i n i n g  t he  pa r k  in t h e
P o t t e r  C r e e k  a r e a  o f  Ancho r age .  My f e e l i n g  i s  t h a t  i t ' s  c u s t oma r y  now in t h e  
c i t i e s  and in p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s ,  in f a c t  i t ' s  p r o v i d e d  by l aw,  t h a t  you f l a t t e n  
o u t  t h e  c u r b s  so even handicapped p e o p l e  can c r o s s  t he  s t r e e t  and p r o v i d e  an  
a b s o l u t e l y . . . s o  t h a t  handi capped p e o p l e  can have a c c e s s  t o  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  
a n d  mos t  o f  t h e  a r e a s  , r, the  c i t y .  I t h i n k  i t  s h o u l d  be o u r  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  
e v e r y b o d y  t h a t  p o s s i b l y  can ge t s  an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  us e  t h e  p a r k s  t o  the e x t e n t
t h a t  t h ey  c an .  I f  t h e y  a r e  h e a l t h y  and  h a r d y  and can b a c kp ac k  50 m i l e s  i n ,
w e l l  t h a t ' s  g r e a t .  I f  t h e y ' r e  not  q u i t e  s o  h a r d y ,  t h en  I wou l d  suppo r t  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  a c c e s s .  The management o f  t h e  p a r k s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  e n t i r e l y  up t o  
t h e  P a r k  p e o p l e .  T h e y ' r e  the e x p e r t s .  Bu t  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h a t  sh ou l d  be t h e i r  
a t t i t u d e ,  i s  t o  a l l o w  as  many uses a s  t h e y  can see  f i t  t o  a l l o w  and as much 
a c c e s s  as  t h e y  can p r o v i d e  so as many p e o p l e  as p o s s i b l y  can ge t  an oppoi—
t u n i t y  t o  us e  t h e s e  t h i n g s  ' cause t h a t ' s  what  you c a l l  t '  m, you c a l l  them
p u b l i c  p a r k s .  I have  a s u p e r f i c i a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  r e s o r t  de ve l opmen t  
a n d  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  a r e a l . . . .  I t  i s  a t y p i c a l  t h a t  s h o u l d  be encouraged f o r  
t h e  p e r i m e t e r  o f  t h e  p a r k .  I t  i s d o ne  v i r t u a l l y  in a l l  t h e  wes t e r n  s t a t e s  
t h a t  t h e  Rocky Moun t a i n s  pass  th rough w h i c h  i s  a t y p i c a l  way t o  make use o f  
t h e  p a r k s .  You j u s t  have  t o  l ook f o r  a d e v e l o p e r .  I ' v e  h e a r d  a l i t t l e  b i t  
a b o u t  R o gn e r .  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  has some p r o f e s s i o n a l  c r e d e n t i a l s  so I t h i n k  
t h i s  t y p e  o f  t h i n g  s h o u l d  be encou r aged .  We c e r t a i n l y  need t h e  economic b o o s t  
a n d  i t  wou l d  be an a s s e t  t o  the c ommun i t y  and an e c onom i c  a s s e t  t o  the com­
m u n i t y .  I a c t u a l l y  f e e l  s t r o ng  enough a b o u t  t h i s  t h a t  I t h i n k  a day w i l l  
p r o b a b l y  come when you w i l l  p r obab l y  come t o  me and want  a c c e s s  t o  my p l a c e  
n e a r  y o u r  p a r k  and I wou l d  suppo r t  t h a t .  So I ' v e  j u s t . . .  s u p p o r t s . See  
f i t . . . .

Al M e i n e r s : Thank you,  Bob. JoAnne?
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J oAnne Mi 1 l e r : We l l  my husband s a i d  j u s t  a b o u t  e v e r y t h i n g  e x c e p t  I woul d say
w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  j u s t  a c o u p l e  o f  l i t t l e  i t ems .  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  r e s o r t  
d e v e l o p m en t  g i v e s  us a w o n d e r f u l  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  t o u r i s m  f o r  ou r  
s t a t e  and I have e v e r y  c o n f i d e n c e  in o u r  p a r k s  p e o p l e  t o  f o l l o w  t h i s  mas t e r  
p l a n  t o  whe r e  i t  w i l l  n o t  be n o n - c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h i s ,  l a r g e  an a r e a .  We ' r e  
t a l k i n g  a b ou t  97 a c r e s  t h i s  humongous l y  b i g  a r e a  o f  w i l d e r n e s s  and 1 t h i n k  i t  
wo u l d  be w o n d e r f u l  f o r  us t o  be a b l e  t o  s h a r e  t h i s  p a r k  and g e t  p e o p l e  in i t .
1 t h i n k  a c c e s s  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  needed .  T h i r t y  y e a r s  ago  when I came t o  A l a s k a  I 
c o u l d  h i k e  a l l  o v e r  t h e s e  moun t a i n s  up and down and a l l  day  l ong  and then
some.  But  I c a n ' t  do t h a t  anymore .  I g o  o u t . . .  I c a n ' t  even  s k i  t h a t  we l l
a n ym o r e .  So t h e s e  a c c e s s e s  i n t o  t hes e  p a r k s  a r e  v e r y  im p o r t a n t  t o  me. I 
wou l d  a l s o  s u p p o r t  a h e l i c o p t e r  l and ing  i n  t h e  a r e a  in wh i ch  you a r e  t a l k i n g
a b o u t .  I f  you a r e  t a l k i n g  a b ou t  one l a n d i n g  s i t e .  I d i s a g r e e  t h a t  we want
s e v e r a l  l a n d i n g  s i t e s  in t h e r e .  I f  we a r e  t a l k i n g  a b ou t  one t h a t  woul d 
o v e r l o o k  Ancho r age  and E a g l e  R i v e r  where t h e  o l d e r  p e o p l e  can g e t  o u t  o f  the 
h e l i c o p t e r  and l o o k  a r ound  and t a k e  t h e i r  p i c t u r e s  in one  d e s i g n a t e d  spo t  and 
w e ' r e  n o t  c h op p i n g ,  mak ing n o i s e  c o m p l e t e l y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  v a l l e y ,  then I 
wou l d  s u p p o r t  t h a t .  We ' ve  l anded h e l i c o p t e r s  on o u r  p r o p e r t y  f o r  y e a r s  and 
y e a r s  and i t  d o e s n ' t  d i s t u r b  t he  w i l d l i f e .  You can l and  up t h e r e  two o r  t h r e e  
t ime s  a day and then t u r n  a r ound  the  n e x t  da y  and t h e  a n im a l s  a r e  ba ck .  So 
w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  ab ou t  one d e s i g n a t e d  a r e a  s o  i f  t h e  a n im a l s  d o n ' t  l i k e  t h a t  a r e a  
can s t i l l  have  enough w i l d e r n e s s  t o  go t o  t h a t  t h ey  w i l l  no t  be d i s t u r b e d  by
the  c h o p p e r s . .  The o t h e r  t h i n g  i s  wi t h  t h e  E a g l e  R i v e r  G r e e n b e l t  a r e a ,  I t h i n k
t h i s  i s  a v e r y  v i s i o n a r y  t h i n g  t h a t  t he  M u n i c i p a l i t y  has  d on e .  I t h i n k  in 
t ime  t h i s  i s  a v e r y  v i s i o n a r y  t h i n g .  T h a t ' s  w o n d e r f u l  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h a t  a r ea  
f o r  u s  and o u r  c h i l d r e n  and o u r  g r a n d c h i l d r e n  t h i s  c l o s e  t o  Ancho r age  and 
a g a i n  I wou l d  l i k e  t o  s u p p o r t  the  M u n i c i p a l i t y ' s  m a s t e r  p l a n  f o r  t h a t  w i t h  the 
p r e s e n t  a c c e s s  t h a t  t h ey  a r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  now.  I ' d  l i k e  t o  even see them 
p e r h a p s  expand t h a t  j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  i n  t h i s  m a s t e r  p l a n  t o  a d d r e s s  the 
d i f f e r e n t  u s e r  g r o u p s .  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a way t o  make d i f f e r e n t  u s e r  
g r o u p s  c o m p a t i b l e  bu t  you d o n ' t  want t he  h i k i n g  t r a i l s  used f o r  h o r s e  t r a i l s  
o r  s n owma c h i n e s . But  I t h i n k  i t ' s  a l a r g e  enough a r e a  t h a t  c e r t a i n l y  o v e r  a 
p e r i o d  o f  t ime maybe you d o n ' t  have the money t o  do i t  a l l  a t  one  t ime  but you
s h o u l d  be a b l e  t o  s h a r e .  Most  h i k e r s  t h a t  come in o r  h o r s e r i d e r s  a r e  go i ng t o
be i n  t h e  summer ,  t he  snowmach i ne r s  a r e  g o i n g  t o  be w i n t e r .  He r e  a g a i n  l e t ' f  
d o n ' t  open up o u r  e n t i r e  w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a  t o  t h e  n o i s e ,  bu t  l e t ' s  have some 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  pa r k s  a r e  f o r  any  one  g r o u p .  I t h i n k  we 
s h o u l d  t r y  t o  r e a ch  a compromi se  so t h a t  a l l  g r oup s  a r e  accommodated t o  use 
p u b l i c  l a n d s .  B a s i c a l l y  t h a t ' s  i t .

Al M e i n e r s : Thank y o u ,  J oAnne .  J o s e  V i c e n t e ?

J o s e  V i c e n t e : I a l s o  want  t o  show my s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t .  I
s h a r e  t h e  comments t h a t  we re  made b e f o r e  me.  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  r e s o r t  i s 
p e r f e c t l y  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  a r e a  so l o n g  as  i t . . . t h e  e n v i r o nmen t  i n t o  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  S imp l y  t h a t  I f e e l  c o m f o r t a b l e  t h a t  s u p p o r t i n g . . . .  I am su r e  
t he  r e s o r t  i s  v e r y  much needed f o r  the r e s i d e n t s  no t  o n l y  in Ancho rage  but 
a l s o  t h e  e n t i r e  s t a t e .  I f e e l  t h a t  the s t a t e  has t o  open i t s e l f  t o  economic 
d i v e r s i t y .  We ' ve  t o o  much t o  depend on t h e  o i l  i n d u s t r y  and t o u r i s m  can be 
r e a l l y  one  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  can be r e a l l y  b e n e f i c i a l  t o  t h e  s t a t e .  A p p a r e n t l y  
t h e r e  i s  a d e v e l o p e r  t h a t  i s  w i l l i n g  t o  c ommi t  s e v e r a l  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  in the 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  and c o n s t r u c t i o n  r e s o r t  t y p i c a l l y  in o t h e r  s t a t e s  and o t h e r  
n a t i o n s  t h a t  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  i s  f i n an c ed  and c o n s t r u c t e d  by t h e  gove r nmen t  v e r y  
w i l l i n g l y  and I am r e a l l y  s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  a d e v e l o p e r  i s  w i l l i n g  t o  spend
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m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  o f  h i s  n a t i v e  c o u n t r y .  As f a r  as t he  E a g l e  R i v e r  G r e en ­
b e l t  I know a l i t t l e  b i t  ab ou t  t he  g r e e n b e l t  and abou t  t he  t r a i l s .  I e n c o u r ­
age you n o t  t o  n o t  t o  a d o p t ,  f o r  t he  s t a t e  no t  t o  a d o p t ,  t h e  t r a i l  p l a n  as i t  
i s .  I f e e l  t h a t  r e v i s i o n s  s h ou l d  be made b e f o r e  t he  s t a t e  we r e  t o  ad op t  i t .
I b e l i e v e  t he  s t u d y  when i t  was c omp l e t ed  d i d  n o t  t a k e  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
e v e n t s  t h a t  a r e  o c c u r r i n g  now, s p e c i f i c a l l y  the r e s o r t .  A l s o  s u b d i v i s i o n  has 
r e c e i v e d  o r d i n a r y  a p p r o v a l  f o r  E k l u t n a .  S e v e r a l  t h i n g s  a r e  o c c u r r i n g  t h e r e  
t h a t  s h o u l d  b e . . . t h e  t r a i l  s h o u l d  be r e v i s e d  t a k en  as  i t ' s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  I 
a l s o  do n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a g r e e  v/ i th t he  M u n i c i p a l i t y ' s  d e c i s i o n  on the  l o ­
c a t i o n  o f  t h o s e  t r a i l s ,  m a i n l y  the  a r e a s  t h a t  have d e v e l o pmen t .  I t h i n k  
l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  t r a i l s  s h o u l d  be r e v i s e d .  I t  i s  a l s o  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y ' s  
p h i l o s o p h y  t h a t  a i l  t he  t r a i l s  s h o u l d  be paved .  Why be paved?  I do no t  s h a r e  
t h a t  v i ew  w i t h  t he  M u n i c i p a l i t y .  Some t r a i l s  s h o u l d  be g r a v e l  and o t h e r s  j u s t  
. . . f o r  t he  p a r k s  as  t h ey  a r e .  S h ou l d  no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  go t h e r e  and chop t r e e s  
and pave  i t .  So I wou l d  s a y  l o o k  a t  i t  c a r e f u l l y ,  r e v i s e  i t  and have p u b l i c  
h e a r i n g s  f o r  someone who d i d n ' t  t a l k .  As f a r  a s  t h e  c omme r c i a l  h e l i c o p t e r  
o p e r a t i o n s  I have no o b j e c t i o n s  t o  l a n d i n g s  in a s t a t e  p a r k .  I t h i n k  t h a t  you 
s h o u l d  n o t  have them a l l  o v e r  bu t  I t h i n k  you c o u l d  have a f ew s p o t s  where 
t h ey  c o u l d  o c c u r .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  on t he  one t h a t  was men t i o n e d  t h a t  has  t h e  
v i ew  o f  t h e  E a g l e  R i v e r  and Ancho r age .  We c a u t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  may be ,  I d o n ' t  
know,  t h e r e  may be a c o n f l i c t  between t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t e  and t he  s k i  s l o p e s  
f o r  t h e  r e s o r t .  I wou l d  a s k  t h a t  t h a t  be r e v i ewed  c a r e f u l l y  and p r o b a b l y  
common us e  f o r  i t .  T h a t ' s  i t .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y o u .  Geo rge  Brown.

Geo rge  B r own : I 'm no t  a r e s i d e n t  o f  Ancho r age  and I d o n ' t  w i sh  t o  sound l i k e
M e r l e  Candy o r  Sandy C r aw f o r d  bu t  I have  t o  a g r e e  w i t h  wh a t ' s  been s a i d  t hus  
f a r  t o n i g h t .  I f e e l  t h a t  t h e  ma s t e r  p l a n  f o r  t h e  p a r k  p r o v i d e s  f o r  t h e  
p a r t i c u l a r  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  i s  be i ng  r e q u e s t e d .  I t h i n k  t h a t  a r e s o r t  i s  an 
a p p r o p r i a t e  use  and in a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t  I c o n c u r  w i t h  w h a t ' s  been s a i d  a b ou t  
t h e  economy .  We a l l  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  i t ' s  n o t  what  i t  was and c e r t a i n l y  in t he  
v a l l e y  when d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  t o u r i s m  and c e r t a i n l y  t he  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  be a
number  o f  p e o p l e  emp l o yed  d u r i n g  t he  c o n s t r u c t i o n  phase  i s  p e r t i n e n t  and I
t h i n k  t h e r e  was in t he  f i r s t  mee t i ng  a s t a t i s t i c  o f  s ome t h i n g  l i k e  2 , 0 0 0  
pe rmanen t  emp l o y e e s  wou l d  r e s u l t  once  t h e  r e s o r t  was o p e r a t i o n a l .  Tha t  s t r u c k
a r e a l  n o t e  w i t h  me.  Not  t o  d i g r e s s ,  bu t  a s h o r t  t ime  ago we had a p o s i t i o n
open f o r  a w a r e h o u s e .  I pu t  t h e  ad in t he  p a p e r .  I t  was a l m o s t  a m i s t a k e .
In two d a y s '  t ime  I had a b ou t  80  p e o p l e  c a l l i n g  and t h e y  we re  in v a r i o u s
t r a d e s ,  p e o p l e  t h a t ,  i t  r e a l l y  h u r t  t o  t a l k  t o  them be cau s e  t h ey  we re  t r y i n g  
t o  f e e d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  and I s ee  a v a l u e  in t h a t .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  see
D r .  R o g n e r ' s  r e s o r t .  And I t o o  t h i n k  t he  s t a t e  w i l l  do a good j o b  o f  r e g u l a t ­
i ng t h e  d e v e l o pme n t .  And o f  c o u r s e  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  wou l d  be an a b s o l u t e  
n e c e s s i t y .  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  have much t o  s a y  ab ou t  t h e  g r e e n b e l t . . . .  I f e e l  
t h a t  t h e  d e ve l o pmen t  o f  t h a t  wou l d  be a good t h i n g  as  w e l l .  H e l i c o p t e r  
l a n d i n g s  1 f e e l  t h a t  as  l ong  t h a t  was r e g u l a t e d  and m a i n t a i n e d  on t he  p e r i p h ­
e r y  o f  t h e  p a r k  t h a t  t h e r e ' s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  no harm in t h a t .  I wou l d  no t  want  
t o  s e e  t h a t  a c t i v i t y  c a r r i e d  i n t o  t he  w i l d e r n e s s  p a r t  o f  t he  p a r k .  Y ou ' d  have 
someone t h a t  has h i k e d  in t h e r e  and t h e i r  30 m i l e s  in and t h e y  f e e l  t h a t  
t h e y ' r e  one  w i t h  n a t u r e  and a l l  o f  a sudden h e r e  comes t he  c h o p p e r .  I 
w o u l d n ' t  want  t o  s ee  t h a t  happen but  I can c e r t a i n l y  s e e  an a d v a n t a ge  o f  
p r o v i d i n g  t he  s e r v i c e  t h a t  wou l d  be t h e r e  f o r  t h e  t o u r i s t s  and f o r  t h o s e  o f  us 
t h a t  l i v e  t h e r e  t h a t  may no t  be am b i t i o u s  enough t o  c l i mb  t he  moun t a i n  but
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Dave Stephens 
Alaska State Parks 
Box 107001
Anchorage, Alaska 99510-7001 

Dear Mr. Stephens,

This letter is one of support for the proposed Ski Resort 
Development near Eagle River. Such a development makes sense 
to me from the standpoint that it will enable more people to 
have access to and utilize the Chugach State Park. We know of 
similar resorts in other states and countries that have provided 
wonderful recreational opportunities for millions of people 
while at the same time doing minimal environmental damage.

I hope that your hearing board will continue the exercise 
of common sense by recommending approval of the Rogner Develop­
ment. Projects like the one in question should be encouraged 
as a good way to open up areas in the public domain to the 
general population. It is no sin if someone makes a financial gain 
either. The profits to be made are far greater than monetary. 
Everyone can be enriched.

Sincerely yours,

Larry Gallagher
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R. Craig Hesser 
509 West Third Avenue 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

(907) 274-7522

May 28, 1987

Mr. Dave Stevens
State of Alaska
DNR - Chugach Park Division
P.O. Box 107001
Anchorage, AK 99510

Re: Chugach State Park Master Plan Revisions

Dear Mr. Stevens:

This is to express my objections to any revision of the 
Chugach State Park Master Plan to allow for the proposed ski 
resort development in the Eagle River Valley. The present 
master plan, as I understand it, does not permit the development 
of the Austrian ski resort in the Eagle River Valley. The 
purposes behind drafting of the original master plan still 
exist. There can be no justification for making any changes 
solely for purposes of allowing an Austrian developer an 
opportunity to come into a natural area and change it forever. 
This is particularly true when there have been no studies on the 
effects such a development would have on the wildlife, the 
vegetation, and the environment in general in the subject area.

I am most concerned that the negative effects of this 
development would be substantial and irreversible. These risks 
certainly are not outweighed by any benefits the proposed 
development would provide for residents of the State of Alaska. 
In fact, the plan proposed by the Austrian developer is designed 
primarily for use by European and Japanese tourists. It was 
made quite clear that local residents would be discouraged from 
using the facilities by the policies that would be implemented 
by the developer. That is not consistent with any concept 
expressed by the current master plan for the Chugach State Park.
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Finally, revisions to the Park’s master plan should not be 
undertaken to benefit one particular individual who, for 
personal reasons, elected to pursue a development in the Eagle 
River Valley. There are many other areas of the Chugach state 
Park which must be considered for such a development. Perhaps, 
upon reasonable inquiry these additional sites would prove 
substantially more suitable for the type of development proposed 
for Eagle River even if they do not suit the whims of the 
present applicant. In the same vein, it is clear to me that the 
master plan should not be revised solely for the purposes of 
benefiting one foreign developer at the expense of all others; 
particularly those who live and do business in Alaska.

Very truly yours, 

R. CraigHiesser

RCH/jgh
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Your Ref.:

(907) 243-3404 HELICOPTERS HIE. P.O. BOX 190283 • ANCHORAGE, AK 99519-0283

TELEX: 25372 Subsidiary of COLUMBIA HELICOPTERS, INC. • P.O. BOX 3500, PORTLAND, OREGON 97208 • (503) 678-1222

DATE:

TO:

FROM:

REGARDING:

May 20, 1987

Director of Chugach State Park 

Alaska Helicopters, Inc.

State Park Master Plan

Alaska Helicopters supports Chugach State Park in the development 

of a Master Plan which will include designated landing areas for 

helicopters within park boundries. We believe landings in the 

park are compatable with other land uses and hope our 37 years 

of experience with landing in environmentally sensative areas can 

be of assistance in the design of such a plan.

Sincerely,

ALASKA HELICOPTERS, INC.

Steven R. Smith 
Director of Operations

SRS/ah

Enclosures

This company complies with the CODE OF ETHICS of the Helicopter Association of America. 
Member of the Alaska Air Carriers Association.
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HELICOPTER ACCESS
IN REGULATED PUBLIC LANDS 

IN ALASKA
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TO: ALL FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS CONCERNED.

r-vn. .jjiaarsigned support reasonable helicopter access ar.d use 
in all Regulated Public*Lands in Alaska. Historically, 
helicooters have made valuable contributions throughout Alaska

entirely compatible with all environmental concerns. We disagree 
with those that would lock helicopters out or Public Lands, and

that responsible management of these Lands for the 
benefit of the publit should allow for reasonable helicopter 
access and use. The Peculated Public Lancs we refer to include

aecreation areas, 3 :
r orest Resource M a n a c e rr. e r. t Areas, State 

e Public Use Areas, National Parks,
National Monuments, National Forests, National Wildlife Refuges, 
National Conservation Areas, National Recreation Areas, National 
Preserves, and similar public lands.
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TO: ALL FEDERAL/ STATS AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS CONCERNED.

The undersigned support reasonable helicopter access and use 
tin all Regulated^Public*Lands in. Alaska. Historically, 
helicopters have made valuable contributions throughout Alaska 
suoportina resource exploration, inventory, development and 
manacexent, as well as*a variety of public safety and 
recreational endeavors. Properly managed/ helicopters are 
entirely compatible with all environmental concerns. We disagree 
with those that would lock helicopters out of Public Lands, and 
we believe that responsible management of these Lands for the 
benefit of the public should allow for reasonable helicopter 
access and use. The Regulated Public Lands we refer* to include 
State Parks, State Forest Resource Management Areas, State 
Recreation areas. State Public Use Areas, National Parks,
National Monuments, National Forests, National Wildlife Refuges, 
National Conservation Areas, National Recreation Areas, National 
Preserves, and similar public land3.
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suooorting resource exploration, inventory, aevelopme.nt and 
management, as well as a variety of public safety and 
recreational endeavors. Properly managed, helicopters are 
entirely comoatible with all environmental concerns. We disagree 
with those that would lock helicopters out of Public Lands, and 
we believe that responsible management of these Lands for the 
benefit cf the public should allow for reasonable helicopter 
access and use.* The Regulated Public Lands we refer to include 
State Parks, State “crest Resource Management Areas, State 
Recreation areas, State Public Use Areas, National Parks,
National Monuments, National Forests, National Wildlife P.efuges, 
National Conservation Areas, National Recreation Areas, National 
Preserves, and similar public lands.
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HELICOPTER ACCESS 
IN REGULATED PUBLIC LANDS 

IN ALASKA

TO: ALL FEDERAL, STATS AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS CONCERNED.

Tha undersigned support reasonable helicopter access and use 
in all’Regulated Public'Lands in Alaska. Historically, 
helicopters have made valuable contributions throughout Alaska 
sucporti.ng resource exploration, inventory, development and 
management, as well as'a variety of public safety and 
recreational endeavors. Properly managed, helicopters are 
entirely compatible with all environmental concerns. We disagree 
with those that would lock helicopters out of Public Lands, and 
•we believe that responsible management of these Lands for the 
benefit of the public should allow for reasonable helicopter 
access and use.' The Regulated Public Lands we refer to include 
State Parks, State Forest Resource Management Areas, State 
Recreation areas, State Public Use Areas, National Parks,
National Monuments, National Forests, National Wildlife Refuges, 
National Conservation Areas, National Recreation Areas, National 
Preserves, and similar public lands.

Printed Name/Si

____

Address
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HELICOPTER access

% IN REGULATED PU3LIC LANDS 
IN ALASKA

TO: ALL FEDERAL, STATS AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS CONCERNED.

. „ ~ a quDOort reasonable helicopter access and use
<„ Lands in Alaska. Historically,

ade valuable contributions throughout Alaska
suooortina resource exploration, inventory, development and supporting resourc- v  - Dublic safatv and** ? ---- ae'a varietv of public safety anamanagement, as well as a  l i

y :   - Properly managed, helicopters are
entirely°coipattbie with all. environmental concerns. We disagree
U1 +-W 4-nner» (■nat- W O l l l d  l O C X  !"1 — l i <with*thoseThat" would lock helicopters out of Public Lands, ana 
we b-li»v- that responsible management of tnese Lands cor the 
b-=n°fit of tha public should allow :or .reasonable helicopter 
access and use. The Regulated Public Lands we refer to include 
Stare Parks, State Forest Resource Management Areas, Scate 
Recreation areas, State Public Use .irsas, National Parxs, 
National Monuments, National Forests, National Wildlife Refuges, 
National Conservation Areas, National Recreation Areas, NationalNational Conservation -----.
Preserves, and similar public land=
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TO; ALL FEDERAL, STATS AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS CONCERNED

The undersigned support reasonable helicopter scce33 and use 
in all Regulated Public*Lands in Alaska. Historically, 
helicooter3 have made valuable contributions throughout Alaska 
suooortino resource exploration, inventory, development and 
“•anace.T.ent, as well as* a variety of public safety and 
recreational endeavors, Properly managed, helicopters are 
entirely compatible with all environmental concerns. We disagree 
with those that would lock helicopters out of Public Lands, and 
we believe that responsible management of these Lands for the 
benefit of the public should allow for reasonable helicopter 
access and use. The Regulated Public Lands we refer to include 
State Parks, State Forest Resource Management Areas, State 
Recreation areas, State Public Use Areas, National Parks,
National Monuments, National Forests, National Wildlife Refuges, 
National Conservation Areas, National Recreation Areas, National 
Preserves, and similar public lands.

Printed Name/Sicnature Address
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management, as well as'a variety of public safety and 
recreational endeavors. Properly managed, helicopters are 
entirely compatible with all environmental concerns. We dis 
with those that would lock helicopters out of Public Lands, 
we believe that responsible management of these Lands for th 
benefit of the public should allow for reasonable helicopter 
access and use. The Regulated Public Lands we refer to i.ncl 
Scare Parks, State Forest Resource Management Areas, State 
Recreation areas, State Public Use Areas, National Parks, 
National Monuments, National Forests, Nati.o.nal Wildlife Refu 
National Conservation Areas, National Recreation Areas, Nati 
Preserves, and similar public lands.
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entirely compatible 
with those that would 
we believe that res 
benefit of the oublic
access and use.* The Regulated Public La
State Parks, State Forest Resource Management Areas, State 
Recreation areas, State Public Use Areas, National Parks, 
National Monuments, National Forests, National Wildlife Refuges, 
National Conservation Areas, National Recreation Areas, National 
Preserves, and similar public lands.

Printed Name/Sicnecure p  Address
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HELICOPTER ACCESS 
IN REGULATED PUBLIC LANDS 

IN ALASKA
'' • '' .

TO: ALL FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS CONCERNED.

The undersigned support reasonable helicopter access and use 
in all*Regulated Public*Lands in Alaska. Historically, 
helicopters have made valuable contributions throughout Alaska 
suoporting resource exploration, inventory, development and 
management, as well as*a variety of public safety and 
recreational endeavors. Properly managed, helicopters are 
entirely compatible with all environmental concerns. We disagree 
with those that would lock helicopters out of Public Lands, and 
we believe that responsible management of these Lands for the 
benefit of the public should allow for reasonable helicopter 
access and use. The Regulated Public Lands we refer to include 
State Parks, State Forest Resource Management Areas, State 
Recreation areas, State Public Use Areas, National Parks,
National Monuments, National Forests, National Wildlife Refuges, 
National Conservation Areas, National Recreation Areas, National 
Preserves, and similar public lands.

Printed Name/Si ana tu re , Address
W
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HELICOPTER ACCESS 

IN REGULATED PUBLIC LANDS 
IN ALASKA

STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS CONCERNED

The undersigned support reasonable helicopter access and use 
in all Regulated Public*Lands in Alaska. Historically/ 
helicopters have mads valuable contributions throughout Alaska 
supporting resource exploration, inventory, development and 
management, as well as" a variety of public safety and 
recreational endeavors. Properly managed, helicopters are 
entirely compatible with all environmental concerns. We disagree 
with those that would lock helicopters out of Public Lands, and 
•we believe' that responsible management of these Lands for the 
benefit of the public should allow for reasonable helicopter 
access and use. The Regulated Public Lands we refer to include 
State Parks, Stare Forest Resource Management Areas, State 
Recreation areas, State Public Use Areas, National Parks,
National Monuments, National Forests, National Wildlife Refuges, 
National Conservation Areas, National Recreation Areas, National 
Preserves, and similar public lands.
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HELICOPTER ACCESS 

IN REGULATED PUBLIC LANDS 
IN ALASKA

TO: ALL FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS CONCERNED.

The undersigned support reasonable helicopter access and use 
in all*Regulated Public'Lands in Alaska. Historically, 
helicopters have made valuable contributions throughout Alaska 
supporting resource exploration, inventory, development and 
management, as well as*a variety of public safety and 
recreational endeavors. Properly managed, helicopters are 
entirely compatible with all environmental concerns. We disagree 
with those that would lock helicopters out of Public Lands, and 
we believe that responsible management of these Lands for the 
benefit of the public should allow for reasonable helicopter 
access and use. The Regulaced Public Lands we refer to include 
Stare Parks, State Forest Resource Management Areas, Scare 
Recreation areas, Srate Public Use Areas, Narional Parks,
National Monuments, Narional Forests, National Wildlife Refuges, 
National Conservation Areas, National Recreation Areas, National 
Preserves, and similar public lands.

Printed Name/Sicnature Address
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HELICOPTER ACCESS 
IN REGULATED PLJ3LIC LANDS 

IN ALASKA

• :v, v.:;' V • .• '

TOl ALL FEDERAL, STATS AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS CONCERNED.

The undersigned support reasonable helicopter access and use 
in all*Regulated ?ublic*Lands in Alaska. Historically, 
helicopters have made valuable contributions throughout Alaska 
suooorting resource exploration, inventory, development and 
management, as well as a variety or public sarety and 
recreational endeavors. Properly managed, helicopters are 
entirely compatible with all environmental concerns. We disagree 
with those that would lock helicopters out of Public Lands, and 
we believe that responsible management of these Lands for the 
benefit of the public should allow for reasonable helicopter 
access and use.* The Regulated Public Lands we refer to include 
State Parks, State Forest Resource Management Areas, State 
Recreation areas, State Public Use Areas, National Parks,
National Monuments, National Forests, National Wildlife Refuges, 
National Conservation Areas, National Recreation Areas, National 
Preserves, and similar public lands.
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TO: ALL FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS CONCERNED.

The undersigned support reasonable helicopter access and us_ 
in all Regulated Public Lands in Alaska. Historically, 
helicopters have made valuable contributions throughout Alaska 
supporting resource exploration, inventory, development and 
management, as well as a variety of public safety and 
recreational endeavors. Properly managed, helicopters are 
entirely compatible with all environmental concerns. We disagree 
with those that would lock helicopters out of Public Lands, and 
we believe that responsible management of these Lands for the 
benefit of the public should allow for reasonable helicopter 
access and use.' The Regulated Public Lands we refer to include 
Stare Parks, State Forest Resource Management Areas, State 
Recreation areas, State Public Use Areas, National Parks,
National Monuments, National Forests, National Wildlife Refuges, 
National Conservation Areas, National Recreation Areas, National 
Preserves, and similar public lands.
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HELICOPTER ACCESS 

IN REGULATED PU3LIC LANDS 
IN ALASKA
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State Paras, Soane “oreso Resource Menaoeme.or Areas, State 
Recreaoion areas, Scare Public Use Areas, National Paras, 
National Mon j.o.er.ts, Narional Forests, National Wildlife 
National Conservation Areas, National Recreation Areas, National 
Preserves, and similar public lands.
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2 0 0  W . 3 4 t h  A v e .  S u i t e  6 1 1  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 3

S t e p h e n s :D e a r M r .

P l e a s e  a c c e p t  t h i s  l e t t e r  a s  w r i t t e n  t e s t im o n y  t h a t  I  -am v e r y  m u c h  i n  f a v o r  

o f  d e v e lo p m e n t  i n  o u r  S t a t e  P a r k s  s y s t e m  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  p r o p o s e d  S k i  R e s o r t  

i n  E a g l e  R i v e r .  U t i l i z a t i o n  a s  a  R e s o r t  w i l l  a l l o w  a c c e s s  t o  a r e a s  t h a t  m a n y  

o f  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  o u r  S t a t e  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  u n a b le  t o  v i s i t .  I n  a d d i t i o n  

i t  w i l l  o p e n  u p  n e w  a r e a s  o f  r e v e n u e  g e n e r a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  p r o v i d e  m a n y  j o b s  

o v e r  a  l o n g  t e r m  p e r i o d  t h a t  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  n e e d e d .

I  f e e l  t h a t  i f  y o u  d o  a n y  r e s e a r c h  t o  s e e  w h a t  a  p o s i t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  s u c h  

d e v e lo p m e n t s  h a v e  h a d  i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  y o u  w i l l  f i n d  t h a t  t h e  

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  im p a c t  h a s  b e e n  a  p o s i t i v e  o n e .

A g a i n ,  I  am  i n  f a v o r  o f  o p e n i n g  u p  S t a t e  L a n d s  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  

d e v e lo p m e n t .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  t im e .

V



Box 3Ul'
Talkeetnai, Ak. 99676

Nell Johann sen
Division of ParksB and Outdoor Recreation 
P,0„ Fox 7001 
Anchorage, Ak. 995>1©

Dear Nell, ffaharmaen.

May 1 1 ,  1987 

Q a y ^  1

This regard® commercial development and helicopter use in Chugach State Park.

We do not want to see large conmerciaSL development in the state park that your 
division 1® sppnaering in the medi®. Tau advocated the same type development
a. year ago at Curxy Ridge*

Such development wUQL ruin the stats park* We believe that A la s k a n ®  do not 
want to see this happen* They want tue wilderness qualities of the p a r k  and 
not development* Especially near the southcentral urban a r e a *  there are very 
little undeveloped state lands left for A la a k a n *  to enjoy* And now you are 
p rv . jslng to ruin this*

What you are proproring is inappropriate for these public lands and aare more 
appropriate for private &  nd® of which there i® alot of* It ia incredible that 
you want to take public land® in order for large corporation® to make money off 
of* We are against thiae* Tour division ha® Hatcher ?ae® to pity with. Leave 
Chugach State Park alone.

We also continue to be opposed to your agency issuing helicopter permit® for 
helicopter tourism in the park* Tou seem to not be aatirfieA unless this happen®. 
The public has spoken out against this and will continue to do so* There are. only 
negative impact* and no positive impact® beside® corporate profit®. It will 
impact the game aurri destroy the wilderness qualities that people want. It i® also 
a hug® threat ta> public safety* If you are not up on that issue, check out 
what happened at the Grand Canyon* The Helicopter concession® there are totally 
out of control and not regulated adequately. This is what you are inviting at 
Chugach State Park if you issue one permit. The newt year there will be tripl® 
the amount of helicopter concessionaires who want in. We are opposed to i l  
helicopter tourism.

Becky Long 
Information Co-Ordiimtor 
Alaska Survival



Department of Natural Resources 
400 Willoughby Avenue 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Commissioner Brady:

The following comments are the official testimony of The Alaska Wildlife Alliance 
on the Chugach State Park Master Plan regarding downhill ski area development, 
commercial helicopter activity, and the Eagle River Greenbelt.

The Alliance opposes any commercial ski development on Chugach State Park lands, 
including the proposed ski resort in the South Fork of Eagle River, Naturally, 
we are concerned about the inevitable impacts on state park wildlife from such 
a development-particularly on the wolves and Dali sheep in the vicinity. We 
are also concerned about the impacts a ski area would have on adjacent wilderness 
lands in South Fork and Ship Creek Valleys. Why not use undesignated state 
lands for a ski development instead of using designated park land? Park status 
is the most protective designation we can provide for our state lands; and at a 
time when irreplaceable habitat is fast disappearing for our wildlife, such 
lands should not be unnecessarily sacrificed for development.

As we have previously testified, we are against helicopter landings in Chugach 
State Park. The extreme noise of such landings would devastate wilderness and 
wildlife values that parks are supposed to preserve.

We have heard from our members about the impossible noise that helicopters are 
causing local hikers and tourists when they take off from the cruise ships and 
fly up the glacier in Juneau. We should not be destroying park values to cater 
to visitors who are unwilling to seek more than the most superficial experience 
of the park. Chugach State Park has accommodated and will continue to accommodate 
compatible recreational development. Several campgrounds, a visitors center 
with a handicapped accessible nature trail, developed trailheads, unimproved 
roads and a system of tra^s already provide opportunities for a wide variety 
of users.

Park overflights are already a substantial pn jlem: to exacerbate it makes no 
sense. Helicopter and airplane overflights s.e a serious problem in parks in 
the lower 48. Please keep commercial helicopter landings out of our state parks.

the legislature ratified-the exchange that would add the 3,500 -acre greenbelt 
on both banks of Eagle River, The Alliance would like to see the area managed 
for maximum enjoyment of nonconsumptive users such as hikers, cross-country



m m-i- *5.

t -• • 
skiers, and photographers.

Spectacular scenery and wildlife resources cannot be replaced; and our first 
obligation within the park system is to protect those values. We have a chance 
to make the right decisions for our parks in Alaska now. Thank you for the 
opportunity to comment.

Sincerely,

Ginny De Vries 
Staff Representative



Alaska Center fo r the Environment 
Su ite 1A
411  West 4 th  Ave.
Anchorage, A laska 9 9 5 0 1  274*3621

February 9, 1987

Bill Garry 
Superintendent 
Chugach State Park 
P0 Box 107001 
Anchorage, AK 99501-7001

Dear Bill:

Ue are very strongly opposed to the granting of a guide/out­
fitter permit, or concession contract, to Alaska Helicopter, Inc. 
for helicopter landings within Chugach State Park*

Military and commercial fly-overs of the park are already a 
problem, creating use conflicts and perhaps adversely affecting 
wildlife. Apparently illegal landings are a problem. In the 
lower 48, fixed-wing and helicopter overflights are a very sub­
stantial issue in national parks and other recreation areas. The 
March/April 1986 issue of National Parks magazine reported that 
in a 1983 study "resource managers at more than 50 national park 
areas throughout the country said they had significant overflight 
problems." The Grand Canyon situation is only the most serious 
and most highly publicized example.

Under these circumstances, exacerbating the present situa­
tion by allowing commercial helicopter landings where none are 
currently allowed would be a very serious mistake. From a tacti­
cal standpoint, a good proposed landing point has been chosen, 
since it should in fact "minimize, if not completely rule out, 
any impact of 'fly-ov.er' of the park." From a precedential 
standpoint, however, the landing site is largely irrelevant. The 
Division of Parks should do nothing to encourage this very high 
impact use, and nothing which will make it easier for future 
proposals to be approved by building a constituency for helicop­
ter tours which presently does not exist. The division has 
enough on its hands trying to deal with existing problems.

Nor are we at all oersuaded that approving this proposal 
will help solve those problems. An Alaska Helicopter pilot 
landing on the edge of the park is going to be in no position to 
detect violations generally occurring much deeper into the park.

Ue are not persuaded by the argument that this proposal will 
"enhance public recreation for a bruader range of people who 
cannot physically access a similar area or have the time in their 
vacation schedule to drive to a similar area." Ue should not be 
destroying park values to cater to people who are unwilling to 
drive up the Arctic Valley Road for a similar if not better view 
of the surrounding area, and a chance to briefly experience the 
tundra environment.

Uhether or not there is any degradation to the environment 
is also largely irrelevant. There is in any case a very
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substantial adverse impact on virtually all other users of the 
park who are within hearing range (generally a very long 
distance) of the helicopters. Those impacts are just as real and 
important as more tangible ones.

The existing Chugach State Park Master Plan does not require 
the approval of requests for helicopter landings in non-wilder- 
ness areas of the park; it gives the division the discretion to 
approve them or not. Ue now have several years of experience 
with substantial overflight problems in the Chugach and else- 
uhere. The earlier proposal for helicopter skiing in a wilderness 
zone was very controversial, and not just because of the 
location. Ue think granting this present request would be an 
improper exercise of your discretion. Uhen the plan is revised, 
we will push very strongly for a prohibition against all helicop­
ter use in the park except for essential administrative and 
research purposes.

It has been very discouraging in recent years to see the 
division open the park to new uses, that is ones that were not 
then allowed, when the experience in parks in the lower 48 has 
shown that substantial problems would be created as a result. Ue 
have an opportunity here to learn from both our local experience 
and that of park managers elsewhere.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this proposal.

Sincerely,

O j . f i

Cliff Eames 
Issues Director



February 11, 1987

Bill Garry 
Superintendent 
Chugach State Park 
PCI Box 107001 
Anchorage, AK 99501-7001

RE: Helicopter Landings in
Chugach State Park

Dear Bill:

Having subsequently received and read the Division's 2/5/87 
background memorandum on helicopter landings in Chugach State 
Park, ue uould like to briefly supplement the February 9 uritten 
comments that ue submitted to you at the advisory board meeting.

Ue don't believe that it's quibbling to note that the memo 
impliedly and unnecessarily narrous the class of users that uill 
be disturbed by the noise and mechanized intrusion of helicopters 
uhen it refers to people uho "hike into" areas (p.2). This 
implies a substantial effort by folks uho hike or backpack deep 
into the park. In fact, even most visitors uho "ualk" or 
"stroll" a short distance from the Glen Alps parking lot or the 
Eagle River Visitors Center, or uho get no farther than the patio 
of the latter, are likely to be disturbed by helicopter ovei—  
f1ights.

Ue find a number of the arguments put foruard in favor of 
al.louing helicopter landings unpersuasive. Ue'll address them by 
referring to the numbers assigned in the memo.

1. Adequate access to the edge of the park (or deeper into it 
in the case of the Visitors Center) for the handicapped and 
the elderly can be provided by commercial bus or van uith 
virtually no adverse impact on most other users. The access 
point most analogous to the Tri-Station River proposed 
landing site is the Arctic Valley Road, uhere vieus can be 
obtained of both the inlet and the interior of the park that 
are equally as good as those at Tri-Station, and uhere the 
tundra environment can be experienced. Other park access 
sites that uould be suitable are the Visitors Center,
Eklutna Lake, and if the impacts are acceptable and can be 
managed, perhaps Glen Alps, or Upper Huffman (uhere a virtu­
ally unused picnic site could be utilized). This being the 
case, there's no need for alternatives.

2. Yes, some revenues could be generated, but at uhat cost to 
the quality of the park experience for the vast majority of 
its users. Uhy not let a private landholder provide a 
landing site, as uas suggested uith a different intent at 
the advisory board meeting, and let public parks server 
purposes that can't be accomplished on private land?



3 . As ue said earlier, it is highly unlikely that legal opera­
tors landing on the fringe of the park uill be able to 
provide information on illegal landings deeper into the 
park, uhere most of the latter occur. Ue're concerned by 
the second half of the Division's arguments, that it uill be 
able to control altitudes and flightpaths over the park. Ue 
uould have expected that if landings uere to be alloued, 
they uould occur only on the edge of the park, and that 
altitude and flightpaths "over the park" uould therefore be 
irrelevant.

4. It's true that operators could be required to provide air 
time for park management activities. Houever, helicopters, 
because of their obtrusiveness, should in any case be used 
for administrative activities only uhen absolutely essen­
tial.

5. Yes, operators could assist in park rescues. But see #3 
uhen it comes to reporting problems in the park and taking 
uildlife counts. Any helicopters that can provide this 
assistance are intruding too far into the park.

6. Yes, the park can contribute to the grouth of the tourism
industry, but not any type of tourism regardless of the
impacts to the park. Tourists visiting by car or uith 
friends should, through signing, brochures, etc., be able to 
easily locate areas like the Visitors Center, trailheads 
along Turnagain Arm and elseuhere, and campgrounds. Commer­
cial buses or vans should be able to visit the Visitors 
Center, Arctic Valley, Eklutna Lake, and if the impacts are 
acceptable and can be managed, perhaps Glen Alps or Upper 
Huffman. The impacts of helicopter landings and overflights, 
houever, are too great. Constituencies and political sup­
port should not be sought blindly for their oun sake, but 
should be sought to foster the types of uses that only units 
of the state park system can provide. Uould you build an 
Eagle River to Girduood Road to gain constituents and sup­
port in the construction industry?

Private lands and multiple use state lands uill be required
to accommodate certain high impact activities. Units of the
state park system are not multiple use lands, and are the only 
refuge and hope for the 1ou impact and quiet user, and a less 
superficial interpretation and appreciation of Alaska's natural 
history. Ue uill undoubtedly come to regret any failure to 
protect these important values.

Sincerely

Cliff Eames
I s s u e s  D i r e c t o r



Hr. Dave Stevens 
Alaska DNR
Division of Parks & Outdoor Recreation 
Dox 10-7001
Anchorage, AK 99510-7001 

Dear Mr. Stevens,

I unfortunately could not attend the recent hearing on revising the Chugach 
State Park master plan. I therefore an writing you this letter to express my 
views on the long-range policy decisions you are considering.

When I first came to Anchorage*, one of the first places I visited was Chugach 
State Park. I aave-vii-sited the park many ti es since then to hike, climb, camp, 
and cross-country ski. Indeed, I use the park more often than any other recreat­
ional area in Alaska. I have always been impressed by the quality of this wilder­
ness park, so close to over half of Alaska's population. In only 20 minutes I 
could be out my door and in a wilderness setting. raw cities in the U.S. have a 
resource like Chugach State Park. I feel very fortunate to be able to use this
area. I therefore am concerned when proposals are made that threaten the qualit­
ies that make this park so special. Over the years I have v/ritten letters on 
several management issues for the park, including the park trail plan, snowmachine 
use, and helicopter landings most recently.

Sow more proposals' are being made to change the master plan, to open the park
to new commercial uses. This greatly concerns me. Chugach State Park is already
facing significant resource/user problems which require more time, money, and 
staff than the CNR can provide. The )NR cannot adequately police all of its camp­
grounds and backcountry use; it cannot monitor the level of use occurring in the 
park. Trails receiving heavy use are deteriorating due to lack of maintenance.
As more and more people discover this park, resource impacts will increase. Devel­
opments on adjacent lands are closing off access to the park. Now, at a time of 
declining budgets, when the park staff cannot adequately address existing needs of 
park users and resource problems, the DNR is considering proposals to expand use 
of the park. These uses would benefit only a few groups--primarily nonlocal 
tourists and businesses. They would pose additional resource problems for the 
park staff. And I believe local residents who use the park year-round, would pay 
the costs of seeing their recreational experience degraded. I believe the park 
master plan is in need of updating, but I urge you to restrict additional commerc­
ial uses, such as downhill ski resorts and helicopter trips, and ::.aifi»..in the 
existing values of the park--do not permit additional developments and commercial 
uses in Chugach State i3ark.

Downhill Ski Resorts

I do not believe it is appropriate to amend the master plan to permit downhill 
skiing in Chugach Ct^to Turk. In particular, I oppose the proposed ski resort in
the South Fork of Cagle River. Southcentral .-viaska currently has 3 downhill ski
areas, with additional proposals being considered by the jNK for Hatcher .'ass, the 
Forest Service in Chugach Rational Forest, And Aloyeska in jirdwood. The has
not demonstrated the need for yet another downhill ski area in the region. The 
agency has little to no inform ition on the potential impacts such a development 
would have on the natural resource values of the park (and the South Fork in part­
icular). I am concerned ’.out the linn acts such a f.ci'ity would have on the park' 
wildlife, including its wolves, all sheep and raptors.- I am concerned ’bout the
impacts e ski area would have on adjacent wilderness landd in the jouth Fork and
Ship Creek valleys. I u-estion whether the SNR has considered the effect of a 
downhill ski area on existing park users. I know that I would tend to stay away 
from such a concentrated use area. And I wonder how many other valleys I use in 
the wilderness area would be indirectly affected by this develonment. I strongly
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oppose changing the park's wil .erness boundaries to icccrrodate >ny s^s devoi 
ment. Finally, I question whether. permitting a downhill ski resort would vio?**"’ 
the Ji-.K's management responsibilities for Chugach State nark. The agency's * 6 
brochure states that the the aivision of State Fork's responsibility "is provide 
for the recreational needs of the public, while maintaining the wilderness values 
that make Chugach valuable as a park." I subm.t that the JAR has failed to clearly 
show that providing for downhill ski areas would meet the recreational needs of 
the public. I further submit that permitting a ski resort would run counter to 
protecting the wilderness values of the park. I therefore urge you to revise the 
master plan to prohibit dowr^jfs^i area developments in Chugach jtate Park.

Commercial helicopter Use

I already have expressed my views an chfs piestion in a letter to Jr. Neil 
Joharf^on, dated 3/11/37. I believe this noisy form of motorized use is not 
appropriate for Chugach .State Parkj I again urge you not to permit helicopter 
landings in the park. The park master plan should be revised to prohibit c e m r . t - r u i -  
al helicopter landings.

The Cagle River Greenbelt
\

Assuming the greenbelt is added to the park, I u e . , c  the JA'R to carefully plan 
how this v:luable area is developed. The natural resource values of the greenbelt,| 
first and foremost, should be protected. If funds become available (and other 
resource problems in the park are addressed), I believe carefully sited trails and 
access pd.ints to Cagle '.iver can be developed. "his would permit additional
recreational use, increasing the value of this ar m .  A a i n , I urge the CNR not to
overextend itself, to seek out new projects while existing problems go unattended.

In closing, I believe Chugach Jtate ? irk is one of Couthcentral Alaska's jewels 
a wilderness resource that will only increase in value with time. The park alread; 
provides opportunities for a variety of recreational users (hunters, fishermen, 
hikers, climbers, cross-country skiers, picnickers, mountain bikers, equestrians, 
campers, sno'Tndbi lers, etc.). Xar.y ..laskans and tourists enjoy the park as it
presently exists. Rut Chugach jtate Park cannot be all things to all people. Dit
by bit I sea the park's wilderness values being eroded with increasing use. At 
some point the JAR must say "no" to additional development. If the DNR continues 
to provide for more developments, more use, we will lose many of the qualities 
that make this park sq special. I once a^ain urge you to protect and maintain 
the park'*- wilderness values--values that I and many of the citizens of this 
state, the primary owners and users of Chugach Jtate Park, want to enjoy today 
and the future. I urge the JiiR to live up to its own words in its Chugach jtate 
Park brochure: "’Jeu’iny for the park now will insure that many generations in the 
future will be able to enjoy a wilderness of today's uaiity." I agree that the 
park master plan should be modified--modified to protect the park's existing 
wilderness qualities.

l’hank you for your time. Please keep me informed on future issues concerning 
the management of Chugach jtate Park.

Jincerely,

l.ic.oaet Rees

c.c. Commissioner Judy ..r.dy 
governor jtcve -Jowpor





Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation 
Box 10-7001
Anchorage, AK 99531-7001

Re: Chugach State Park Master Plan

Dear Director:

I appreciate the opportunity to comment on the Chugach State 
Park Master Plan. I understand that the state is considering wheth­
er to allow the development of downhill ski resorts inside the 
park. I have the following comments about such a proposal:

1. The park has been specially set aside for specific pur­
poses and protection. Commercial development, such as a ski re­
sort, is not consistent with that special designation. If the 
state is going to support a ski resort, undesignated state land is 
a more approriate location than park land. I oppose the ski resort 
proposed for the South Fork of Eagle River and any other commercial 
ski development inside Chugach State Park.

2. In addition to that philosophical/^egal) issue, I am con­
cerned about the very real impacts on the pArKand its users if DNR 
persists in its Chamber of Commerce charade. A ski resort anywhere 
m  the” park would inevitably disturb wildlife, but the South Fork 
of Eagle River is particularly important and sensitive because of 
heavy use by one of the park's few wolf packs, sheep and raptors, 
in addition to disturbing tne wiidiire, tne noise and visual impact 
of a ski resort would diminish the value of the entire area for 
other recreational users.

3. I oppose any changes to the wilderness boundaries of the 
park to accommodate ski areas. It makes little sense to designate 
something wilderness,, only to change the designation whenever an 
investor flashes some money in the state's race. 1 breter the 
greeTi o f  V e y e  Leri lu l l  1 to cne green of”dollar bills in our parks. 
Further, I am concerned that a ski area in the South Fork of Eagle 
River would have negative impacts on nearby wilderness areas.

I urge you to amend the Master Plan to prohibit commercial ski 
development inside the park, while continuing to provide for compat­
ible recreational development that allows everyone to enjoy the 
park's existing natural resources.



I would also like to take this opportunity to support adoption 
of a ban on helicopter landings inside the park. Having attended 
and testified at the recent hearing on this issue, I believe such 
an addition to the Master Plan would accurately reflect the wishes 
of the park's usersr as so eloquently expressed at that hearing.

Very truly yours, 

Patti J. Saunders

cc: Judy Brady
Steve Cowper



Division of Parks and 
Outdoor Recreation 

Box 10-7001
Anchorage, Alaska 99510-7001

Dear Division of Parks:

I am writing in regard to several issues affecting Chugach 
State Park. First, I do not believe that it is appropriate to 

li devote park land to a major ski resort in the South Fork of Eagle
River. I believe this area is naturally ill-suited for a ski 
resort. Also, more appropriate areas that would not require the 
dedication of park lands are available, including Hatcher Pass. 
Second, I am opposed to helicopter landings or, other mechanized and 
motorized commercial uses of the park. The sound of helicopters 
would reverberate through the hills and detract from the natural 
qualities of the park.

Finally, I am in favor of park user fees so long as the 
revenues are dedicated to park maintenance and enforcement of park 
regulations.

I appreciate your consideration.

Sincerely,

ATKINSON, CONWAY & GAGNON

NTO:jm
cc: Commissioner Judith M. Brady

Honorable Steve Cowper





S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A ,  D E P A R T I X l E n T  O F  H A T U R A L  

R E S O U R C E S  H A S  S E T  T H E  T i m E  A n D  P L A C E  F O R  

P U B L I C  H E A R i n G S  R E G A R D I H G  T H E  U S E  O F  

C H U G A C H  S T A T E  P A R K  F O R  SKI R E S O R T  

D E V E L O P m E n T S .

T h e s e  Gre h e a r i n g s  o n  t h e  m a s t e r  P l a n  F o r  t h e  S t a t e  
P a r k ,  a n r l  t h e  f i n d i n g s  w i l l  h e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  t h e  
m a s t e r  P l a n  a n d  w i l l  b e c o m e  S t a t e  P a r k  o f f i c i a l  p o l i c y  
f o r  h o w  t o  u s e  t h e  C h u g a c h  S t a t e  P a r k  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  
T H I S  I S  T H E  T i m E  T O  S P E A K  U P  I F  Y O U  V / IS H  T O  H A V E  
D E V E L O P m E n T S  i n  T H I S  A R E A  O F  T H E  K i n D  P R O P O S E D  
B Y  R O G D E R  T O U R I S T I K .
I f  t h e  p u b l i c  i n p u t  a t  t h e s e  h e a r i n g s  a r e  
o v e r w h e l m i n g l y  a g a i n s t  s u c h  d e v e l o p m e n t s ,  t h e n  t h e y  
m a y  b e  b a r r e d  f r o m  h a p p e n i n g  f o r e v e r  h e r e a f t e r .

I f  y o u  f a v o r  d e v e l o p m e n t s  a l o n g  t h i r  m e ,  d o  n o t  b e  
d e c e i v e d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  w i l l  h a p p e n  w i t h o u t  y o u r  
e x p r e s s e d  s u p p o r t .
T h i s  i s  a l s o  t h e  t i m e  t o  v o i c e  c o n c e r n s  t h a t  y o u  m a y  
h a v e  a n d  w a n t  a d d r e s s e d  i n  t h e  m a s t e r  p l a n .  T h e  P a r k  
i s  a l s o  a s k i n g  f o r  i n p u t  a b o u t  h o w  t o  m a n a g e  a n d  
d e v e l o p  t h e  E a g l e  R i v e r  G r e e n b e i t  a n d  h o w  t o  h a n d l e  
h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  i n  t h e  p a r k .
T h e r e  w i l l  b e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l o c a t i o n s  
a n d  t i m e s :
m a y  2 0 t h  : S e r v i c e  H i g h  S c h o o l  t h e a t e r ,  A n c h o r a g e  7 p m

m a y  2 5 t h :  E a g l e  R i v e r  L i b r a r y ,  E a g l e  R i v e r  7 . p m .

m a y  2 7 t h ,  G i r d w o o d  C o m m u n i t y  H a l l  7 p m .

B E  T H E R E ,  O R  S E D D  Y O U R  W R I T T E n  C O m m E H T S  T O :
D a v e  S t e p h e n s ,  A l a s k a  S t a t e  P a r k s ,
E o x  107001 , A n c h o r a g e ,  A k .  99510-7001

R E m E m B E R ,

O R L Y  T H E  P E O P L E  T H A T  S P E A K  U P  W I L L  B E  H E A R D
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DAVE STEPHENS 
ALASKA STATE PARKS 
BOX 107001
ANCHORAGE, AK 99510-7001 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN,

WE THE UNDERSIGNED WOULD LIKE IT TO KNOWN THAT WE ARE IN 
FAVOR OF USING THE CHUGACH STATE PARK FOR SKI DEVELOPMENTS.

 Jv __Ci/jlSllf-JAr--f ̂  k 7
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