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HIGHLAND MOUNTAIN WEST

1. Slope aspect: West

2. Elevations and length of potential lift-served runs:

Highest Usable Elevation 3,500'
Lowest Usable Elevation 
Usable Vertical Descent 
Longest Possible Run

2,900
15,800

3. Terrain balance:

Abi1? ty
Novice
Intermediate
Advanced
Expert
TOTAL

Steepness
10-25% slope or 06°-l4° 
25-40% slope or 14°-11° 
40-55% slope or 22°-29° 
55-80% slope or 29°-39°

Acreage
800
228
60

1 ,088

% of total 
73 '
21
6

Too

4. Fall line continuity by ability level: Continuous novice slope for 95% 
of the distance,.

5. Terrain diversity: Little terrain diversity on upper slopes; some 
interesting draws on lower slopes.

6. Ground cover types: Alpine tundra for upper slopes, brush at mid-level, 
and second growth birch trees on lower slopes.

7. Terrain hazards (cliffs, boulders, etc.): Precipitous slope with some 
avalanching alongside upper part of slope.

8. Base area development potential: Extensive fiat terrain between base of 
slope and Glenn Hiqhway - Highland Drive interchange.

9. Other activity potential: Luge, bobsled, ski jumping and biathalon at 
proposed winter Olympic venues.
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Legend - Skier Ability Classes

Novic* (10.-25% slopes)

Intermediate (25-40% slopes)

Advanced (40-55% slopes)

Expert (55-80% slopes)
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SITE H6 - HIGHLAND MOUNT*IN EAST

1. S’ope aspect: East

2. Elevations and length of potential lift-nerved runs.:
WSsSwSi

Highest Usable Elevation 3,500'
L'" .iSL Usable Elevation 400'
Usable Vertical Descent 3,100'
Longest Possible Run 13,000'

3. Te'-rain balance:

Abiltty
Novice
Intermadiate
Advanced
Expert
TOTAL

Steepness 
10-25% slope or 06°-l4 
25-40% slope or 14°-11 
40-55% slope or 22°-29 
55-80% slope or 29°-39

t.o
O
o
o

Acreage

104
88

256

% of total 
20 
43 
37

4. Fall line continuity by ability level: Discontinuous for all ability
levels with no ability level run for more than 50% of descent.

5. Terrain diversity: Major variation would occur at road crossing where a
bridge would be required; some variations in gullies.

6. Ground cover types: Alpine tundra on upper slopes, primarily birch
forest on lower slopes.

7. Terrain hazards (cliffs, boulders, etc.): Deep, steep ravines and
ii tersection with Hiland Drive.

8. Base area development potential: Severely limited by roads and resi­
dences.

9. Other activity potential: Sightseeing at waterfall.
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Legend - Skier Ability Classes

Novice (10-25% slopes)

Intermediate (25-40% slopes)

Advanced (40-55% slopes)

Expert (55-80% slopes)
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SITE #7 - EAGLE RIVER

1 : ■.: ■.• ■•■ ■■•■ ; .;■ V • : -.■
. - ■ . ■
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Highest Usable Elevation 
Lowest Usable Elevation 
Usable Verticil Descent 
Longest Possible Run

!. Elevations and length of potential lift-served runs:

3. Terrain balance:

Abi1i ty
Novice
Intermed iate
Advanced
Expert
TOTAL

Steepness
10-25% slope or 06°-l4‘ 
25-40% slope or l4°-n‘ 
40-55% slope or 22°-29e 
55-80% slope or 29°-39c

Acreage
228“
628
504
170

1,530

% of total 
15 .
4l
33
11

100

4. Fall line continuity by ability level: Continuous top to bottom slopes
for novice and intermediate skiing; continuous advanced skiing for 25% of 
descent.

5. Terrain diversity: Little diversity on most slopes, some variety in
gullies on lower slopes.

6. Ground cover types: Alpine tundra for majority of area with birch/spruce
forest and homestead clearings on lower slopes.

7. Terrain hazards (cliffs, boulders, etc.): Sharp rocks near summit. East
valley narrow just above midway creating a bottleneck on somewhat of a 
sidehi11.

8. Base area development potential: Ample flat terrain on floor of main
Eagle River Valley.

9. Other activity potential: Hiking into the mountains, cross-country
skiing, wildlife observation.

H
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L e g e n d  - S k i e r  Ability Classes

Novice (10-25% slopes)

Intermediate (25-40$ slopes)

Advanced (40-55$ slopes)

Expert (55-&'0$ slopes)



SITE §8 - SOUTH FORK EAGLE RIVER

1. Slope aspect: West

2. Elevations and length of potential lift-serve* runs:

Highest Usable Elevation 4,6001 -V
■ is*.*4 & -

Usable Vertica Descent 2,300* 777>;7..':: r~- v\'?Vf i■v.' ;i
Longest Possible Run 5,000* , ■ * - ■ ■' \X?\ '■

3. Terrain balance:
‘ s' r̂ ’.-vV ’’V

• ufVv- vi'v.' 7 •

AbilIty Steepness Acreage % of total
Novice 10-25% slope or 06°-l4° -- —
1ntermediate 25-^0% slope or 14°-11° 103 32
Advanced ^0-55% slope or 22°-29° 177 55
Expert 55-80% slope or 29°-39° *>0 13
TOTAL 320 100

b. Fall line continuity by ability level: Advanced skiing for upper
two-thirds of slope; intermediate for lower one-thi rd.

5. Terrain diversity: Slight.

6. Ground cove: types: Alpine tundra.

7. Terrain hazards (cliffs, boulders, etc.): Precipitous near the top.

8. Base area development potential: Limited space between road and foot of 
slope.

9. Other activity potential: Hiking.
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Legend - Skier Ability Classes

Novice (10-25% slopes)

Intermediate (25-40% slopes)

Advanced (40-55% slopes)

Expert (55-80% slopes)
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SITE #9 " WOLVERINE BOWL* ,v—*,J • ■ - - - '* v>i‘vu »••• ^ »• .̂........
B I s ^ M

SR'U;viv#:;

’!: ■■■■

*..... .... . . ... .. ,. ... . . .. .. ... ,,v.. . . SJCi ■

’■ "' '•o-l.iv • ; '.;0■■ ■■■ ■'•..-. •v;vw ■ ‘ "• •' : •■

Slope aspect: West

Elevations and length of potential lift-served runs:

f * 'Ts-': .'-V * *L$> : I* . -rJl

* * r-; ' -Vv^V.v' '*' * . :

Highest Usable Elevation 
Lowest Usable Elevation 
Usable Vertical Descent 
Longest Possible Run

4,000' 
1,200' 
2,800' 
12,000'

3. Terrain balance:

Abl11ty Steepness
Novice 10-253: slope or 06°-l4
Intermediate 25-4031 slope or 14°-11
Advanced 40-55% slope or 22°-29
Expert 55-80% slope or 29°-39
TOTAL

Acreage % of total
76S 
660 
364 
48

T 7 O T

25.5
46.0
25.0 
3.5

100.0

4. Fall line continuity by ability level: Intermediate skiing continuity
for 75% of descent, advanced for 60%, and novice for 40%.

5. Terrain diversity: Mostly even gradient sections with the exception of
some incised ravines.

6. Ground cover types: Alpine tundra for 80% of slopes; alder and
birch/spruce forest for lower (novice) slopes.

7. Terrain hazards (cliffs, boulders, etc.): Some precipitous areas and
boulders on upper slopes.

8. Base area development potential: Moderate terrain in birch/spruce forest
at confluence of probable ski slopes.

9. Other activity potential: Cross-country skiing and hiking.
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Legend - Skier Ability Classes

Novice (10-25% slopes)

Intermediate (25-40% slopes)

Advanced (40-55% slopes)

Expert (55-80% slopes)
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Slope aspect: East and West

Elevations and length of potential lift-served runs:

Highest Usable Elevation 
Lowest Usable Elevation 
Usable Vertical Descent 
Longest Possible Run

2,700'
400'

2,300'
6,500'

3. Terrain balance:

Abi11ty
Novice
Intermediate
Advanced
Expert
TOTAL

Steepness 
10-25% slope or 06°-l4 
25-40% slope or 14°-11 
M-55% slope or 22°-29 
55-80% slope or 29°-39

Acreage
640
624
736
40

I T P O

% of total 
31 . 
31 
36 
2 

100

6. Ground cover types: 
forest.

7. Terrain hazards (cliffs, boulders, etc.) 
steeply incised ravines in valleys.

8. Base area development potential: Limited at base of potential lift lines 
due to steeply incised ravines.

9. Other activity potential: Cross-country trail activity limited to area 
of moderate slopes in dense forest of lower valley.

4. Fall line continuity by ability level: Discontinuous slope angles on
west side of valley, i.e., upper slopes are advanced, mid-slopes interme­
diate and lower slopes novice and advanced slopes on east side of valley.

5. Terrain diversity: Variety of drainages, ridges and ravines provide an
adventurous setting.

Alpine tundra, shrubs and large spruce/hemlock

Rock faces on upper slopes and
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Legend - Skier Ability Classes 

Novice (10-25% slopes) 

Intermediate (25-40% slopes) 

Advanced (40-55% slopes) 

Expert (55-80% slopes)
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■V. CONCLUSIONS
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No one potential site ranks highest in all of the terrain characteristics. 
Peters Creek - k Mile has the longest run and the most intermediate acreage. 
Eagle River has the most vertical descent, with top to bottom intermediate 
skiing. Mt. Baldy also has a continuous top to bottom intermediate ski run. 
More detailed on-site analysis could result in some reductions in estimates of 
usable vertical descent.

Mt. Baidy, Eagle River and Indian have the most interesting terrain diversity, 
and potential for more adventurous skiing.

Eklutna South, Mt. Baldy, Eagle River, Wolverine Bowl and Indian have the 
advantage of trees growing at higher elevations whereas other sites have 
little or no forested areas for wind protection and scenic variety.

Terrain hazards were not observed at Eklutna South and Peters Creek - k Mile.

Adequate level terrain for base area development is present at Eklutna South, 
Peters Creek - h Mile, Mt. Baldy, Highland Mountain West, Eagle River, ' 
Wolverine Bowl.

Potential for other activities is present at all sites, with perhaps the most 
noteworthy being Highland Mountain West, where luge, bobsled, and ski jump 
facilities are being proposed in Anchorage's bid for the 199^ Winter Olympics.
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BILITY

Site

1. Eklutna South

2. Peters Creek- 
4 Hile

3. Peters Creek- 
6 Hi le

4. Mt. Baldy

5. Highland Mtn. 
West

6. Highland Mtn. 
East

7. Eagle River

8. South Fork 
Eagle River

9. Wolverine Bowl

10. Indian

Slope Aspect 

North

All directions

North

Northwest

West

East

North

West

West

East/West

Vertical Descent Longest Run 

2,900' 8,000'

3,300' 17,000'

3,500'

2,500'

2 ,9 0 0'

3,100'

A ,250' 

2 ,3 0 0'

2,800'

2 ,3 0 0'

12,000'

10,500' 

15,800'

13,000

15,800' 

5,000'

12,000'

6,500'

Terrain Balance
Novice Intermediate Advanced 

23%

13%

33% (720 ac.) 44%

38% (832 ac.) 49%

45% (506 ac.) 27%

26% 51% (568 ac.) 23%

73% 21% (228 ac.) 6%

47% (104 ac.) 37%

15% 41% (628 ac.) 44%

0% 32% (103 ac.) 68%

25.5% 46% (660 ac.) 28.5%

31% 31% (624 ac.) 38%

Intermediate
Continuity*

* The degree to which the top to bottom of hill is useable by intermediate skiers measured as a 
percentage of total vertical descent.
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II. RECOMMENDATIONS

Key actions needed to adopt and implement the Eagle River 
Greenbelt Plan are summarized below. Each of these is 
discussed in greater length in the following text. As noted 
in the Implementation section, the complexity and amount of 
land included in thi3 plan will require the utmost sen­
sitivity to the needs of both the landowner and land user. 
Moreover, a commitment by all parties will be required to 
bring this magnificent and unique resource into reality.

1. Upon adoption by the Anchorage Assembly of the Eagle 
River Greenbelt Plan, the Municipality should enter 
into negotiation with Eklutna, Inc. and the three 
other private land owners to acquire the Greenbelt 
land together with the six recreation sites other 
than the Eagle River Campground Expansion site as 
soon as possible.

2. A mix of acquisition techniques should be used
rather than a reliance upon a single approach. All 
of the techniques described in the text can contri­
bute in varying degrees and should be woven together 
in an acquisition strategy. A high degree of
cooperation and support between the Municipality and 
state agencies is necessary and must be cultivated 
and maintained. Consideration should be given to 
first 'negotiating an "umbrella agreement" to guide 
negotiation on the manner and basis for incor­
poration of Eklutna, Inc. owned land into the
Greenbelt.

3. Development should follow acquisition in the
creation of the Eagle River Greenbelt. Upon 
Greenbelt acquisition, Municipal Department of Parks 
and Recreation should then begin the process of site 
and trail development with a development priority 
that includes:

a. the six recreation sites,
b. the Greenbelt lands from the South Fork Park site 

downstream to the Eagle River Campground and 
including the South Fork Greenbelt link between 
the Park site and Waterfalls site; and

c. the remaining Greenbelt lands from South Fork 
upstream to Chugach State Park.

A detailed plap of management and operation slould 
be prepared with involvement of user groups to 
accommodate the variety of recreational needs. The



potential for effective integration of such a plan 
with the proposed Eagle River Greenbelt Trust (see 
Section V) should be seriously considered. The 
proposed continuous trail system should be 
established under the general guidance of this Plan 
as well as the more specific direction of the mana­
gement plan.

7 .

The Municipality should take the lead in exploring 
the potential of creating an Eagle River Greenbelt 
Trust. Such a Trust could serve not only as a 
vehicle for securing corporate and foundation funds 
leading to acquisition and management, but could 
serve as a community "watchdog" to ensure the 
integrity of the Greenbelt is maintained.

The State of Alaska, through the Division of Parks 
and Outdoor Recreation, should pursue acquisition of 
land adjacent to the Eagle River Campground site 
from Eklutna, Inc. as an expansion to the existing 
campground.

Ghugach State Park trails should 
those Municipal trails/routes as 
Plan. .

be connected with 
indicated in this

The Eagle River Greenbelt Plan is consistent with 
the goals and policies of the Anchorage Coastal 
Management Plan which have identified most of the 
Greenbelt as Freshwater Marsh and Wetlands under the 
designation of Preservation Environment Coastal 
Resource Policy Unit.

'.m • •



IV. EAGLE RIVER GREENBELT PLAN

INTRODUCTION

The proposed Eagle River Greenbelt Plan is based on two 
primary objectives, to provide the opportunity for con­
tinuous recreational acc^eas Eo Eagle Kiver1 ] arid to con-~ 

"serve open space Tn* the valley bottom for wildlife 
habitat and watershed values.

The study area i3 defined as that portion of Eagle River 
valley classified as wetlands and/or lying within the 
100-Year floodplain, as well as bordering upland areas 
needed for trail location wildlife habitat or recreation 
sites. The study area extends from the Glenn Highway 
bridge-crossing to the administrative boundary of 
Chugach State Park (bordering Eklutna lands) in the 
upper portion of the valley. That portion of South Fork 
of the Eagle River extending upstream to the upper fails 
was also included. An inventory for the project was 
researched and compiled based on existing plans, 
background literature and existing maps and aerial pho­
tographs (see Inventory section). Published data was 
supplemented through knowledgeable individuals and field 
verification. (See "Sources" for a detailed list.)

Several plans have been prepared in the last five years 
which explicitly involve the Eagle River valley. The 
relationship of this plan to the Anchorage Coastal 
Management Plan is treated separately (see Section 
IV-G). The other plans are briefly described below. In 
all cases, the Eagle River Greenbelt Plan is both con­
sistent and serves as a refinement of these predecessor 
plans. The Eagle River-Chugiak-Eklutna Comprehensive 
Plan (1979) has classified most of the Greenbelt area as 
Marginal Lands with smaller areas at the periphery as 
resided>?il or alpine and slope affected land. This 
plan rw.euanized the special character of Eagle River 
valley in its assemblage of environmentally-senstive 
lands (i.e., floodplain, wetlands, areas of slope insta­
bility and critical wildlife habitat) and called for 
very selective development of these areas if at all. 
The Chugach State Park Master Plan (1980) identified the 
recreational use of the valley and called for the 
establishment of six sites along the river providing for 
vehicular access. The Southcentral Region Plan
Recommendations (1983) of the Division of Parks and 
Outdoor Recreation specify working with both Eklutna, 
Inc. and the U.S. Army to maintain river travel and 
access to Eagle River under Special Management

26
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Considerations. Finally, the Eagle River-Chugiak- 
Eklutna Parks, Greenbelts and Trails Plan (1985) iden­
tified the need for an Eagle River Greenbel.t and 
acknowledged Chat its recommendations regarding such a 
Greenbelt would be superceded by this present plan.

The plan development task was initially seen as a linear 
process leading from inventory to opportunities/ 
constraints and on to plan alternatives from which a
recommended plan would emerge. As part of the opportun­
ities/constraints analysis, development conflicts, as 
well as environmental sensitivity and suitability were 
to be evaluated. As work proceeded, however, this pro­
cess was modified because its "straight-line" nature was 
ill-suited to the problem at hand. For example, it 
become clear that the real value of the inventory work 
was largely in its reference aspects, 
and floodplain information (Map 4) , 
were made which were very helpful in 
cation work. Moreover, because of 
much of the valley bottomland, the suitability analysis 
failed to differentiate much of the valley bottom. 
Conflicts culled from the inventory phase such as ava­
lanche hazard zones and steep slopes were identified 
along with special features and opportunities. However, 
the Opportunities and Constraints analysis essentially 
stood on its own as a synthesis of most of the foregoing 
inventory work.

In effect, the inventory and analysis phase became
somewhat uncoupled from the later plan development 
phase. The drafting of plan alternatives and their sub­
sequent modifications, based on staff and public review, 
keyed much more on overall acreage and its quality
(i.e., wetlands and if so, how classified). Equally 
important for plan development were trail corridor loca­
tions and the needed Greenbelt buffer surrounding the 
corridor, given adjacent site conditions as well as site 
suitability for vehicular access and recreational deve­
lopment.

m m

From the wetlands 
graphic overlays 

later plan raodifi- 
the homogeneity of

B. GREENBELT ALTERNATIVES

Once an analysis of tht opportunities and constraints 
for establishment of a greenbelt was completed for the 
entire valley, a series of three alternatives was 
developed during the period August-November 1984, iden­
tifying potential greenbelt boundaries requiring various 
levels of Municipal commitment. A final alternative, 
now termed the Recommended Greenbelt was developed 
following the Public Hearing before the Planning and 
Zoning Commission, January 28, 1985.

27



■ '

The first alternative incorporated some 2500 acres 
including all land located within the 100-Year 
floodplain, plus most of the Conservation wetlands 
located within Eagle River Valley bottomlands. 
Potential trail corridors were identified that would 
allow a continuous trail along either side of the 
river along the entire length of the Greenbelt. 
However, in the 'interest of minimizing potential 
development costs for trail construction, trail 
corridors were tentatively located along existing 
foot and jeep trails. This resulted in entering and 
leaving the greenbelt, in some cases varying outside 
the greenbelt boundary by several hundred feet.

Included within the first greenbelt alternative were 
five of the recreational sites originally iden­
tified as potential recreation sites within the 
North Anchorage Land Agreement. Much of the green­
belt in this alternative is inaccessible to the 
public due to the location of the majority of trails 
along the perimeter or outside the greenbelt boun­
dary; trials were located in this manner to reduce 
trail development costs.

This first alternative was presented to the Eagle 
River Park Board at an informational public meeting 
on August 20, 1984. The meeting was well attended 
by representatives of various river and trail user 
groups, and Eagle River valley residents. The 
public comment was supportive of the area recom­
mended to be included within the greenbelt, and 
there was considerable discussion regarding the need 
to involve users in the development of a management 
plan. That plan would allow users to participate in 
decisions about specific facilities to be developed, 
•and portions of the trail system that would be 
designated for each user group.

The Eagle River Park Board felt the first alter­
native needed further development to reduce the 
greenbelt size and lowe? potential acquisition 
costs. They also asked .hat trail alignments be 
studied in greater detail with the objective of con­
tinuing as much of the trail corridor as possible 
within greenbelt boundaries.
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greenbelt alternative was developed that signifi- 
• cantly reduced the greenbelt acreage to approximate­

ly 1,700 acres, excluding virtually all of the
Conservation wetlands and sizable portions of the
Preservation wetlands that were not directly needed 
to support the location and development of the
system of trails and recreational sites. Virtually 
the entire trail system was realigned within the
greenbelt boundary based on additional field study.

The second alternative maintained a greenbelt boun­
dary sufficient to include the main trail corridors 
paralleling the river on both the north and south 
sides of the valley. Greenbelt boundary widths of 
75', 150', and 200' from one side of the river chan­
nel were included dependent on surrounding land 
characteristics and classification to protect trail 
corridors. The primary objective of the second 
greenbelt alternative was to accommodate continuous 
recreational access adjacent to the river along the 
length of the valley. While it was recognized that 
protection of wildlife habitat is an important 
public objective, alternative two chose to focus the 
Municipal commitment to the greenbelt on maximizing 
recreational access to the river. Meetings were 
held with the Alaska Division of Parks and Outdoor 
Recreation, and Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
to ascertain the potential for State involvement in 
acquisition of additional lands adjacent to the 
greenbelt for protection of wildlife habitat values.

The second, alternative was again presented to the 
public in a meeting sponsored by the Eagle River 
Park Board on October 9, 1984. At the meeting there 
was substantial public comment that the greenbelt 
boundary had been reduced too much, and should be 
increased to give greater consideration to wildlife 
habitat protection. While it was recognized that 
trail development costs would increase if trails 
were to be developed through large wetland tracts, 
it was felt that these additional costs would be 
more than offset by the significantly reduced cost 
of land acquisition relative to the first alter­
native.

3. Alternative 3

This alternative was developed in response to the 
public meetings of October 9, 1984. Given concerns
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expressed at that meeting, the area designated as 
Greenbelt was enlarged to encompass some 3700 acres 
but two types of Greenbelt lands were distinguished, 
a Core and Fringe area. The Core area was essen­
tially that greenbelt area proposed under 
Alternative 2 and would be acquired along with the 
six sites. The Fringe area would however, be clo­
sely regulated through existing zoning, platting and 
permitting authorities to assure that any develop­
ment would be compatible with the Core Greenbelt. 
Moreover, acquisition of the Fringe was not ruled 
out especially those areas of preferred moose habi­
tat in the channel islands. Upon public hearing 
before the Planning and Zoning Commission January 
28, 1985, the desire for greater acquisition of
Greenbelt area was again expressed along with the 
preference for acquisition first, development later.

C. RECOMMENDED GREENBELT (Alternative 4)

The recommended Greenbelt is identified in the accom­
panying map and includes the lands, sites and trails 
depicted tnerein. The approximate acreages for the 
Greenbelt are listed in Table 5. This recommended 
Greenbelt derives from the concerns expressed this past 
fall and at the Planning and Zoning Commission Public 
Hearing on this Plan in January. Emphatically expressed 
was a desire for maximum protection of the Valley's uni­
que recreational and wildlife resources. Thus, this 
fourth and recommended alternative identifies the maxi­
mum Greenbelt area among the previous alternatives. All 
land now identified as Greenbelt is land to be acquired" 
fof that purpose.- Large intact areas ot wi131ire naoL- 
tifE would thereby come under protection while 
recreational use is generously accommodated. Given pre­
sent trends in recreational demand and residential 
growth, this alternative is recommended as the Eagle 
River Greenbelt because it will best attain these objec­
tives .

.

Consequently, the Greenbelt is viewed as a 4100 acre 
whole. Within this large acreage, 247 acres of 
recreational sites would be eventually developed, 
allowing for vehicular access and serving as origin and 
destination points. Between these sites, the Greenbelt 
will accommodate a continuous trail system and large 
intact areas of wildlife habitat, particularly those 
areas related to critical winter range. Especially 
valued in this latter category are the preferred inoose 
habitat areas in the upper valley (see Greenbelt Map 
and Section III D.) Of the nearly 4100 acre Greenbelt, 
the State currently has developed its 62 acre Eagle
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River Campground which is heavily used, particularly 
during summer*. The State also owns about 15 acres of
the South Fork Waterfalls sits around the Upper Fall?,. 
The Municipality would add 22 acres of undeveloped land 
immediately to the south of the Eagle River Campground. 
Thus, given State and Municipal ownership of certain 
Greenbelt lands and sites and the recommendation for 
state acquisition of the Eagle River Campground 
Expansion site, the Municipal acquisition of Greenbelt 
lands and sites would to'.al 3942 acres (96% of the 
total Greenbelt) ,

As indicated on the Greenbelt Map, several specific 
features are indicated in the delineation of this 
Greenbelt boundary. Along the ridge with the north 
facing slope on the south side of Eagle River in the' 
1‘OWer— valltry— there will be a buffer ot /5‘ trom the
s Lrrjre edge. 
edge ac the 
a tnrttar*

The intent is to preserve a natural wooded

"Ed"
rftvi b-iurnr~'~ 
elementary

bluff margin
TUTgle ridgethe

and avo id 
and

ridgeline intrusions 
Terrace sub^

on the north side".
Par k v i e w __________

The development cTf 
is not precluded at the two 
both are included within the 

Greenbelt boundary in the 
side in Section 17 and 18 

setback as per special 
(AO 84-101) and the

school sites 
areas indicated, though 
Greenbelt boundary. The 
lower valley on the north 
follows the 150* trail corridor 
limitation 10 on the R-3 SL2 Zone
rear lot lines of the individual lots identified along 
the southern portion of Parkview Terrace East
Subdivision (S-7181A). As noted in the Greenbelt
Map, stream buffers have been established specifying a 
2001 buffer along South Fork and a 50’ buffer along the 
unnamed tributary creek between the Roop Road and Moose 
Pond sites. Finally, it was intended that fhp Eagl p 
River Greenbelt have readily understandable boundaries._ 

"straight lmdS',1Thus”, straighc liner;— property lines, existing 
and natural features are used extensively to 
Eagle River Greenbelt a recognizable 
example, as one drives to the Eagle 
Center, after coming down the last 
stretch to the beginning of the upper 
North Fork site, all of the land on the 
Eagle River Loop Road up to the State Park 
Greenbelt.

roadways 
make the 

antity. For 
River Visitor 
long downhill 
valley at . the 
south side of 
is within the

During the planning process the possibility of extending 
the Greenbelt along Eagle River to Knik Arm was raised. 
While the U.S. Army now permits recreational boaters to 
proceed downstream from the Glenn Highway to a point on 
the Fort Richardson Military Reservation, the extension 
of Greenbelt lands including trails and recreational 
facilities onto Array land will not be allowed under pre-
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sent circumstances. Much of the lower portion of Eagle 
River is used as a training area and is essential to the 
Army's mission. However, under terras of the North 
Anchorage Land Agreement, if in the future the Ft. 
Richardson Military reservation is declared excess to 
Department of Defense needs, a greenbelt corridor would 
be transferred to the state extending two hundred feet 
from each bank from the Glenn Highway to Knik Arm,

TABLE 5 
Greenbelt Lands and Sites

Greenbelt Category
Approximate
Acreage

Lands 3848

Sites

Eagle River Campground 62
Eagle River Campground Expansion 54
Bridge Site 13
South Fork Park 41
South Fork Waterfalls 34
North Fork 9
Roop Road 25
Moose Pond 9

TOTAL SITES 247

TOTAL Greenbelt 4095

D. RECOMMENDED RECREATIONAL SITES

It is recommended that the Municipality of Anchorage 
acquire six sites for development of public parks and 
recreational areas, and that the State of Alaska acquire 
lands adjacent to the Eagle River Campground for 
campground expansion and development of an intensive day 
use park area. Each of these sites would be linked by 
the main trail system and are described below. A preli­
minary estimate of recreation site development costs is 
detailed in Appendix A.



1 , Eagle River Campground Expansion

This 54-acre sice is the tract of land east of and 
adjoining the existing Eagle River Campground that 
is operated by the Division of Parks and Outdoor 
Recreation. It is recommended that the State of
Alaska acquire this land, currently owned by
Eklutna, Inc., and develop it for public day use 
activities and campground expansion. The site pro­
vides? the best opportunity for public viewing of the 
lower segment of the Eagle River, where the majority
of whitewater river use occurs. While no plans now
exist for state acquisition of this area, the state 
has recently obtained an agreement wi_th Eklutna.
Inc. , 
lands

ror management authority on these expansion
7

2. Eagle River Bridge Site

This 13-acres site is on the south side.of the Eagle
River, just upstream to the east of the point where
the proposed Eagle River Loop Road/Hiland Road
Bridge crossing is to'be built. Referred to as the 
"Eagle River Bridge Site", this site is primarily
intended to provide river access to canoers, 
kayakersrafters and other river users. The site 
wouid be accessible to both north and south bound 
traffic and connect to the site via a short access 
road.

3. South Fork Park

This 41-acres site is. located on either side of the 
confluence of the South Fork of the Eagle River, 
with the main channel. Referred to as "South Fork 
Park", this site is intended to be developed as the 
primary community park along the south shore of the 
Eagle River. It would be accessible by automobiles 
via a new access road that would- have to be deve­
loped connecting to Hiland Road. South Fork Park 
is intenaed to serve both as a major river access 
recreation site, and as a community park for the 
expanding residential area along Hiland Drive and 
in the South Fork area.

4. South Fork Waterfalls

This approximately 34-acre site is located on either 
side of the South Fork of Eagle River stretching 
from the Lower to the Upper Waterfalls. The Lower 
Waterfalls, also sometimes known as Barbara Falls, 
are close to 60 feet in height, and are among the
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use activity with viewing of the waterfalls the 
primary attraction. The Greenbelt would extend up 
the South Fork of the Eagle River and a pedestrian 
trail would link the South Fork Waterfalls with the 
South Fork Park to be developed at the Eagle river 
confluence. The Lower Waterfalls are currently pri­
vately owned by Barbara Gross while the Upper 
Waterfalls lies within a remnant of Chugach State 
Park land. The development ot this sice wOUld' ddh- 
"tinue the trail link from the Lower Falls a quarter 
mile upstream to an overlook for viewing the unusual 
rock gorge and the cascading power of a confined 
stream as it cuts through the ridge. That portion 
of state land identified for inclusion with this 
site should be reserved for that purpose. * -

5. North Fork Confluence

This approximately 9-acre site is located on the 
north river bank at the confluence of the North Fork 
of the Eagle River with the main channel. The site 
borders the river and Eagle River Road, and provi­
des an ideal access point for winter and summer 
users of the river. The site would be developed for 
day use, including an auto parking lot, trail for 
canoe, kayak and raft portage to the river, small 
picnic area and valley overlooks.

6. Roop Road

This approximately 25-acre site is currently one of 
the most popular sites for access to the river by 
rafters and canoers. It borders the North Fork of 
the Eagle River approximately half way between the 
Chugach State Park Visitor Center and the North Fork 

. Confluence Recreation Site. It offers an excellent 
opportunity to improve facilities for public access 
and convenience to serve as a year-round river access 
and trailhead staging area.

7. Moose Pond

The final site recommended to be acquired by the 
Municipality is an approximately 9-acre site imme­
diately adjacent to tne Eagle River Road just before 
entering Chugach State Park. Generally referred to 
as Moose Pond, the site includes a pond adjacent to 
the North Fork of the Eagle River and attracts moose 
during both winter and summer providing one of the 
best opportunities for public viewing of moose in
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their natural habitat of any location in the 
Municipality. The site is primarily intended to be 
developed for viewing of moose from an overlook and 
parking lot to be developed adjacent to the Eagle 
River Road on the north edge of the site. Due to 
the presence of a moderate avalanche hazard zone at 
the eastern end of this site where parking now 
occurs, the preferred developrnetn of this site 
should include a relocation for the parking, area or 
at a minimum signage both interpreting avalanche 
occurence and advising of the hazard on-site.

RECOMMENDED TRAIL SYSTEM

The concept for the Greenbelt trail system is to intro­
duce a network of trails developed to different stan­
dards. and intended for use by~~a variety ot user groups. 
Two continuous trail corridors are planned, one on each 
side of tne river tor its entire length. Several points
tor “crossing the river via footbridge, or perhaps a safe
fording location, are planned.. In this way, the trail 
system can provide the opportunity for a series of loop 
trails, allowing considerable variation in the sequence 
of movement through the Greenbelt, and opportunities for 
groper management to separate potentially incompatible 
.trail u s e a Z Connecting trails to existing and future 
schools as well as subdivisions area also recommended. 
In all, some 40 miles of trails are recommended for 
development. Moreover, because development patterns, 
particularly in the raid to upper valley areas cannot be 
foreseen, it is intended that trail connections at 1/4 to 
1/2 mile intervals be made to the Greenbelt main trail.

The continuous trail loop system extends the entire 
length of the Greenbelt from the existing Eagle River 
Campground upstream, connecting to the Chugach State
Park trail system and providing access to the 
Center (see Eagle River Greenbelt Map). A main (traili
approximately 18.3 miles in length, would-" be developed 
o~n botn tne north and son rh—si dps to the South Fork Park 
site continuing up-valley— on i-hp— nnrrh si rip nnlv to.. 
jhugach State Park. AfrouteJof somp 14 m-il would con-_ 
tinue on the south grtfe"" on This latter trail
designation would hot be developed to the level of the 
main trail and would be subject to relocation by user
groups and others who wanted a simple, "primitive" path­
way. The Eagle River Campground and the Chugach State 
Park Visitor Center are intended to serve as the two 
main destination points at either end of the trail
system, with the six Municipal recreation sites all con­
nected by the trail System and serving as intermediate 
access and destination points. A preliminary cost esti­
mate for total system cost is detailed in Appendix B.
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planning for the Greenbelt, it has be^i
recognized that user groups should be directly involved 
in development, operation and management of the
greenbelt. Planning to date has concentrated on deter­
mining which lands should be included in the Greenbelt 
boundaries, and where recreational sites and trails 
should be located. However, there was considerable 
input by specific user groups at the public meetings and 
it has been considered in locating trails and other 
facilities.

The general concept for recreational use of the
that the 
diJtt'eTEtTf

three Greenbelt 
levels and intensity-

segments will 
"of

greenbelt is 
'accommodate
recreational us&. m e  lower valley segment is intended 
to be tne most intensively used and nighlv developed 
Greenbelt segment^ Farther up the valley, the intensity 
of recreation use decreases and the facilities will be 
developed to a lower standard. The mid-valley segment 
will be developed initially with unpaved trails"! but may 
b*e upgraded Hi future years as development pressure 
increases in adjacent uplands. The upper valley segment 
is intended to remain a somewhat primitive environments 
with trails developed only to the level necessary to 
assure good year-round access. '

1 . Lower Valley

The first segment is intended to be the most inten­
sively used and is the westernmost portion of the 
trail system between the Eagle River Campground and 
the South Fork Park Recreation Site upstream. This 
segment is adjacent to the most rapidly developing 
area of the Eagle River valley. It will provide a 
continuous main trail loop on both sides of the 
river, with three pedestrian bridge crossings of the 
river. The first crossing would be developed at the 
Eagle River Campground. It is recommended that the 
bridge be constructed on existing foundations of the 
old Palmer Highway Bridge. 7

The second crossing point is the site of the pro­
posed Eagle River Bridge that would connect Hiland 
Road with Eagle River Loop Road. The automobile 
bridge is currently in the design and right-of-way 
acquisition stage of planning by the Alaska 
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities. 
The Municipality has worked closely with the DOT/PF 
to resolve the need for a safe, separated pedestrian 
crossing to be designed as part of the bridge struc­
ture. Bridge design will allow for a pedestrian 
walkway and blcy^l^ t-rail to be constructed under-
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neath the roadway, connecting to the Greenbelt on 
’ both the north and south sides of the river. In 
addition, an access road to the Eagle River Bridge 
recreation site would be built in conjunction with 
this roadway project.

The third pedestrian bridge crossing will occur at 
the South Fork Park recreational site. The South 
Fork Park will serve as the main anchor at the east 
end of the lower valley segment of the greenbelt.

«
The main trail within this segment is to be deve- 
lopecPfo Municipal hard surface standards^ A series 
TSTE connecting trails are also planned to provide 
pedestrian access to the proposed day use area adja­
cent to the existing Eagle River Campground and 
along the north riverbank in this area.

From the South Fork Park, the Greenbelt will extend 
up the South Fork of Eagle River along both river- 
banks with a pedestrian trail along- the east bank to 
the South Fork Waterfalls recreation site.

2. Mid-Valley

The second major trail segment is the area between 
the South Fork Park and the North Fork Confluence 
recreation site. Between these two recreation sites 
the trail closely follows the riverbank on each 
side, providing excellent opportunities for viewing 
the river, and for long views up and down the
valley. No ri.\rer crossing points are planned within
this segment. The trail along the north riverbank 
would become the main trail and the trail along the 
south riverbank would be a route developed to a 
lower standard.

3. Upper Valley

Upstream from the North Fork Confluence the Eagle 
River divides into two channels. The main channel 
flows along the south edge of the valley, broadening 
out and becoming a wide, slow river with numerous
gravel bars and channel islands. The trail route on
the south side of the river would continue along the 
south riverbank of the main channel i til it enters 
Chugach State Park. Within the park, a safe river 
fording site., is identified to allow crossing the 
river and to provide a connection with a proposed 
trail across the valley to the Visitor Center.

t
ii
»■
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i
I

From its confluence with the main channel, the North 
Fork of the Eagle River flows along the northern
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edge of the valley, in some c^ses bordering the 
Eagle River Road. The trail would continue along 
the north riverbank away from the North Fork 
Confluence recreation sira to the Roop Road Site, 
then cross the river whence the river abuts the 
Eagle River Road embankment. These crossings could 
be initially primitive in construction such as rope 
or cable bridges built by volunteer organizations or 
perhaps could be left simply as fords. The trail 
would continue along the south riverbank beyond the 
Moose Pond, then cross the river again to the north 
riverbank and continue on to the Chugach State Park 
Visitor Center.

USER GROUP PARTICIPATION

Within the three Greenbelt segments is a desire to 
separate potential incompatible user groups from each 
otner, while still allowing access throughout the 
Greenbelt length for all users. For example, snow 
machine use currently occurs both on existing trails and 
Eagle River when frozen in the winter. Such loud, fast- 
moving motorized use is, however, incompatible with the 
quiet non-raotorized experience of the cross country 
skier, winter hiker, dog rausher or horserider. Thus, 
motorized uses such as snow machines should be well 
s e p a r a t p d  from o t h e r  uses and confined to portions of 
tne river. The several recreation sites provide the 
needed access and allow for this separation. Motorized, 
boat use should be prohibited, however. It is antici­
patedthat the principal users' of the main trail system 
north of the river will be pedestrian and bicyclists in 
summer, and cross-country skiers in winter. These users 
will also use the loop trail system south of the river 
in the lower valley segment throughout the year.

In general, trail routes on the south side of the river 
upstream from the South Fork Park site are intended to 
be used principally by hikers and for equestrian use in 
summer and by dog mushers in winter. During winter 
months it is also anticipated that dog mushers will lay 
out winter snow trails within the river channel itself, 
and across the valley bottom. To a limited extent, 
horse and dog mushing use can coincide on a seasonal 
basis for the same trail. Given an expected low fre­
quency of use (as anticipated on the south side). dorse 
and hiker use can also co-exist on the same trails 
throughout tne year. Thus, careful trails development 
and management could potentially provide for the special 
needs of all user groups with minimum conflict. An 
alternative route for horse, dog mushing and pedestrian 
travel, as well' as motorized use, is the public use



. ■ ■ ...
easement known as "1D9" by the Bureau of Land Management 
and sometim^*-<eferred to as "Homesteaders Road". This 
60 foot feasemenp runs the entire length of the valley on 

^ m d  at difterent locations provides Doth 
"proximity to the Greenbelt and more distant broad 

valley vistas from the higher side slopes of the valley. 
Since 1D9 parallels the Greenbelt, mention of this route 
is .made since it could provide an alternative course for 
recreational travel.

During construction of the trail system and recreational 
sites, there will be opportunities for user groups and 
other volunteer groups to participate in development 
activities, under the supervision of the Municipality. 
Such opportunities could include trail clearing and 
grading, site clearing and construction of picnic areas, 
parking lots, and primitive bridges upstream among other 
facilities.

It is recommended that following adoption of the Eagle 
River Greenbelt Plan, the Municipality should coordinate 
and work with all user groups, Eklutna, Inc., and the 
State of Alaska to develop a lon^-term land use and
recreational management plan~fo»- rra That
pLannmg effort should concentrate on opportunities for 
user groups and other volunteer groups to take on 
responsibility for development, maintenance and manage­
ment of specific trail segments, in return for preferen- 

use of rhnsp rrai.1— segments lor their formal eventst ial 
and actlvities 

tffcation
at selected 
and

Specifications on 
specific policies regarding site 

and recreational activities are perhaps 
in this management plan. Design 

of Greenbelt facilities including 
sites would then follow

best
and
the

this

times.
Trait 
land use 
addressed 
construction
trails#, and recreational suca wumu uueu iuliuw uma 
Plan. ^  However, the issue of recreational bow hunting 
was raised repeatedly during the planning process and 
should be addressed in this Plan. Bow-hunting by 
qualified archers for moose is currently allowed upon 
all drainages of Eagle River outside of Chugach State 
Park in September. This past year, up to 30 moose was 
the harvest limit. However, continued hunting is 
incompatible with the Greenbelt purpose of protecting 
wildlife for viewing and eniovment. Moreover, sucn 
Tainting pos"e§ a" safety hazard because of the mix of 
hunting and other recreational use. Therefore, as with 
motorized boats, bow-hunting use should be prohibited. 
Nevertheless, as with other policies, these two issues 
could be re-examined in the Management Plan.

£
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G. RELATIONSHIP TO THE ANCHORAGE COASTAL MANAGEMENT PLAN

Plan (ACMP) identifies 
i Freshwater Marsh and

The Anchorage Coastal Management 
most of the Greenbelt area as a 
Wetlands under the designation of Preservation 
Environment Coastal Resource Policy Unit. Moreover, 
under the ACMP, and as required by the Alaska Coastal 
Management Act, certain areas with unique values or spe­
cial characteristics have been identified as Areas 
Meriting Special Attention (an AMSA). Eagle River 
Valley is among 10 such areas throughout the 
Municipality identified as an AMSA. This identification 
was made on the basis of the valley's richness in habi­
tat value, its substantial recreational use and poten­
tial, impending land development, and the presence of 
significant natural hazards such as flooding and debris 
sliding. Both in terms of the Eagle River Valley 
Preservation Resource Unit goals and policies as well as 
chose recommendations for this AMSA, the Eagle River 
Greenbelt Plan advances environmental protection while 
preventing public liabilities associated with develop­
ment in these unsuitable areas.

The Anchorage Coastal Management Plan, in recommending a 
management strategy for the Eagle River Valley AMSA, 
called for a "site plan to identify proper uses which 
also give recognition to the physical constraints."- The 
Municipality is required to prepare this plan in 
cooperation with the State Division of Parks and Outdoor 
Recreation and Eklutna, Inc., with priority attention 
given to mapping the floodplain and those areas needed 
for open space. This Greenbelt Plan and the process 
that produced it conform precisely to these require­
ments.

The principal objective of the Eagle River Greenbelt 
Plan is to protect the river corridor between the Eagle 
River Campground to Chugach State Park for recreational, 
use and wildlife habitat. No development other than 
that required for necessary recreational facilities 
(e.g., trails, vehicular parking at the seven 
recreational sites, picnic tables, etc.) would be per­
mitted in the Greenbelt with the possible exception of 
elementary school construction as indicated in the 
Recommended Greenbelt Map. Finally, as a result of the 
Greenbelt Plan, mapping of the 100-Year floodplain has 
also been completed. Thus, many of the concerns raised 
regarding the Eagle River Valley AMSA have been 
addressed in the Eagle River Greenbelt Plan.

The proper uses for the Eagle River Greenbelt are those 
uses consistent with the recommendations of the
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Greenbelt Plan includ w m &
site development and trail construction as recommended 
in the Plan, leading to recreational use as indicated in 
the plan is proper use. With the qualification of 
possible future use refinements from the recommended 
management plan, uses such as walking, skiing, biking, 
rafting the river, dog-mushing, and snowraobiling on the 
frozen river in such a way as not to impair the 
experience of non-raotorized users is proper. 
Development of a stock car race track or a gravel 
extraction area is an improper use. The policies for 
this Plan are subsumed in the narrative sections related 
to the Recommended Greenbelt, sites and trail system. 
Essentially, the management policy is to secure a pro­
tected river corridor for recreational development and 
wildlife habitat preservation.

Thus, it is recommended that the Eagle River Greenbelt 
Plan is the fulfillment of that ACMP recommendation 
regarding a "site plan" for the Eagle River Valley AMSA. 
Moreover, the Municipality of Anchorage finds and 
acknowledges that the Eagle River Greenbelt Plan is con­
sistent with the adopted Anchorage • Coastal Management 
Plan specifically in the former's fulfillment of the 
latter1 s goals arid policies regarding the Preservation 
Environment Coastal Resource Policy Unit.
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APPENDIX^

RECREATION SITES 
PRELIMINARY DEVELOPMENT COST ESTIMATES 
 ___________________________________________

5 .
Eagle River Bridge Site

Access Road (1500 LF) 
Parking (30 cars)
Day Use Picnic Area 
Boat Put-in 
Restrooms (1) 
Construction Contingency

South Fork Park

Sub-total

Internal Park Road (3600 LF)
Parking (160 cars)
Caretaker's Residence 
Restrooms (3)
Camping Loop (15 campsites)
Picnic Area
Interpretive Display/Salmon Viewing Area 
Park Trails (5700 LF)
Construction Contingency

Sub-total

South Fork Waterfall Site

Greenbelt Trails (3500 LF) 
Viewing Platform 
Construction Contingency

North Fork Confluence Site

Access Road (1000 LF) 
Parking (12 cars)
Park Trails (1500 LF) 
Picnic Area/Boat- Put-in 
Construction Contingency

Sub-total

300.000
75.000
45.000
25.000
75.000
50.000

570.000

500
400
125
225
350
125
30

170
200

,000
,000
,000
,000
,000
,000
,000
,000
,000

Sub-total

2,125,000

105.000
75.000
20.000

200.000

150.000
30.000
45.000
30.000
25.000

280.000



Roop Road Site

Access Road (700 LF) 
Parking (80 cars)
Restrooms (1)
Wetland Boardwalk (500 LF) 
Park Trails (3400 LF) 
Construction Contingency

...i..MWSWlte

m m m

H I

100,000 
200,000

75.000
50.000 

100,000
50.000

Sub-Cotal 575^005

Moose Pond Site

Parking Lot (10 cars) 
Viewing Platform 
Construction Contingency

Miscellaneous

Sub-total

Pedestrian Bridges accross Eagle River (3)
lage (lurat 
Sub-totaJ

RECREATION SITES TOTAL

Traffic Control and Trail Signage (lurâ )

25.000
75.000
20.000 

120,000

600,000 
100,000 
700,000

$4,570,000



APPENDIX B

GREENBELT TRAIL SYSTEM 
PRELIMINARY DEVELOPMENT COST ESTIMATES■|-s ■■ ■ rrTr.f.

I'i:

1) MAIN TRAIL
Asphalt Paved Bicycle Trail Standard

-  C u t / F i l l  S lo p e  C o n s t r u c t i o n
- Dry l a n d  C o n s t r u c t i o n
-  W e t land  C o n s t r u c t i o n

S u b - t o t a l  
G r a v e l  P a t h  ( 6 '  Wide) S t a n d a r d

-  D ry land  C o n s t r u c t i o n
-  W e t land  C o n s t r u c t i o n

S u b - t o t a l  
C o n s t r u c t i o n  C o n t i n g e n c y

MAIN TRAIL TOTAL
2) TRAIL ROUTES

C l e a r i n g  and M in imal 
G rad ing  S t a n d a r d

S u b - t o t a l
3) CONNECTING TRAILS

G r a v e l  P a t h  ( 6 '  Wide) S t a n d a r d
S u b - t o t a l

C o n s t r u c t i o n  C o n t i n g e n c y

M i l e ag e Cos t
: : p :

£  I

•\ j-'v.v/'v-':'*!-.V

0 .7  m i .
3 .8  m i .
1 .8 m i.

500.000
950.000
900.000

6 .3  m i . $2 ,350 ,000

8 .0  mi'.
4 . 0  m i .

1 ,183 ,000  
803,000

1.2.0 m i . $ 1 ,986 ,000  
$434,000

$4 ,770 ,000

14.1 m i . $1 ,117 ,000
$1 ,117 ,000

7 .3  m i . $1 ,080 ,000
$1 ,080 ,000

$500,000

GREENBELT TRAIL SYSTEM TOTAL (3 9 .7  m i . )  $7 ,467 ,000
NOTE: Th is  t r a i l  d ev e lopm en t  c o s t  c o u ld  l i k e l y  be s i g n i f i ­
c a n t l y  r e du c ed  t h r o u g h  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  u s e r  
g ro u p s  t h r o u g h  v o l u n t e e r  d ev e lo pm en t  work .

E S
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SUMMARY OF PUBLIC MEETINGS

CHUGACH STATE PARK 
MASTER PLAN REVIEW AND UPDATE 

JUNE 1987

Th i s  p a pe r  summar i z e s  f o u r  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s  h e l d  by A l a s k a  S t a t e  P a r k s  as  p a r t  
o f  t h e  r e v i ew  and u p da t e  o f  t h e  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  M a s t e r  P l a n .  The mee t i ng s  
we r e  h e l d  in t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a t e s  and l o c a t i o n s - :  May 2 0 ,  S e r v i c e  High S c h o o l ,  
Ancho r a g e ;  May 2 6 ,  E a g l e  R i v e r  L i b r a r y ;  May 2 7 ,  Gi rdwood Communi ty H a l l ;  May 
2 8 ,  W a s i l l a  J u n i o r  High S c h o o l .

A l l  m ee t i n g s  f o l l o w e d  a s i m i l a r  f o r m a t .  P r o j e c t  Manager  Da v i d  S t ephen s  opened 
t h e  mee t i n g s  by i n t r o d u c i n g  s t a t e  p a r k  s t a f f  and r e v i ew i n g  t h e  mee t i ng  agenda .  
He d i s c u s s e d  t h e  need f o r  a p l a n  r e v i ew  and i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  t h r e e  p l a n n i n g  
t o p i c s :  r e s o r t  d e ve l o pmen t  in t h e  p a r k ;  management  and de ve l o pmen t  o f  t h e
E a g l e  R i v e r  G r e e n b e l t ;  and c ommer c i a l  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  in t he  p a r k .  He 
d e s c r i b e d  t h e  i s s u e s  and t h e  e x i s t i n g  ma s t e r  p l a n  p o l i c i e s  f o r  e a ch .  The 
mee t i ng s  we r e  t hen  opened f o r  p u b l i c  comment ,  wh ich i s  summar i zed f o r  each 
mee t i ng  in t h e  s e c t i o n s  b e l ow :

Ancho r a g e ,  May 2 0 ,  75 p e o p l e  a t t e n d i n g ,  38 o f f e r i n g  t e s t i m o n y

Ge r r y  D eV r i e s  - -  A l a s k a  W i l d l i f e  A l l i a n c e .
opposed  t o  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pme n t ;
c o nc e r n ed  a b ou t  w i l d l i f e  imp ac t s :  w o l v e s ,  s h e ep ;
s h o u l d  use  u n d e s i g n a t e d  l a n d s ;
p a r k  d e s i g n a t i o n  i s  h i g h e s t  p r o t e c t i o n ;
h e l i c o p t e r s  have  d e s t r o y e d  Juneau  w a t e r f r o n t ;
p a r k  o v e r f l i g h t s  a l r e a d y  p r o b l e m ;
h e l i c o p t e r s  a r e  a b i g  p r o b l em  in Lower  A8;
g r e e n b e l t  s h o u l d  be managed f o r  n o n - c o n s um p t i v e  u s e r s

Edga r  Smoot  —  Ch ug i a k / E a g 1e R i v e r  Chamber o f  Commerce 
s u p p o r t s  t o u r i s t  r e l a t e d  d e v e l o p m en t ;  
r e s o r t  can be done r e s p o n s i b l y ;
communi ty a t t i t u d e  s u r v e y  l a s t  y e a r  showed s u p p o r t  f o r  t o u r i sm  
d e v e l o pmen t ;
1 0 0 , 0 0 0  u s e r s  a t  E a g l e  R i v e r  V i s i t o r  C e n t e r ;  
t o u r i s m  c r e a t e s  hund r ed s  o f  j o b s ;
S t a t e  Chamber o f  Commerce s u p p o r t i n g  r e s o l u t i o n ;  
r e s o r t  enhance s  O l ymp i c s  b i d .

W i l l i a m  Reedy —  E a g l e  R i v e r  b u s i n e s sman ,  r e s i d e n t  
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  d e v e l o p m en t ;  
wou l d  be pe rmanen t  s h o t  in t h e  a rm;  
s a f e  and c l e a n  i n d u s t r y ;  
c r e a t e s  j o b s ;
E a g l e  R i v e r  s u r r o u n d e d  by p a r k .

S t e v e  Smi th  —  A l a s k a  H e l i c o p t e r s ,  I n c .
s u p p o r t s  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s .
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L a r r y  W i l l i a m s  —  Ame r i can  W i l d e r n e s s  A l l i a n c e
Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  e l s e w h e r e  wou l d  be n a t i o n a l  p a r k ;  
u n i qu e  by h a v i ng  u r b a n / w i l d  e dge ;
r e s o r t  c a t e r s  t o  J a pa n e s e  and Eu r opean  t o u r i s t s  n o t  l o c a l s ;  
p a r k  I n t e nd e d  f o r  w i l d e r n e s s ;
g r e e n b e l t  s h o u l d  be m a i n t a i n e d  f o r  n a t u r a l  v a l u e s ;  
o ppo s ed  t o  h e l i c o p t e r s .

Sa i l y  Long
s u pp o r c s  p r e v i o u s  s p e a k e r ' s  comments .

E l i z a b e t h  C a r o l  —  Sou t h  F o r k  v a l l e y  r e s i d e n t  
r e s o r t  compromi se s  A l a s k a n  i d e a l s ;  
h e l i c o p t e r s  i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  p a r k .

Don F o l l o w s  —  l and  use  c o n s u l t a n t ,  NPS p l a n n e r  f o r  20  y e a r s  
Chugach SP i s  n o t  NPS c a l i b e r ;
r e s o r t  does  n o t  compromi s e  p a r k ,  i f  done r e s p o n s i b l y .

C l i f f  Eames —  A l a s k a  C e n t e r  f o r  t h e  Env i r o nmen t
p a r k  a t  c r o s s r o a d s :  c o n t i n u e  used f o r  n o n - c o n s um p t i v e ,  l ow impact
u s e s  o r  i n t e n s i v e ,  h i g h  impact  c omme r c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s ;  
p a r k  d e s i g n a t i o n  i s  h i g h e s t  p r o t e c t i o n ;  
r e s o r t  d e ve l o pmen t  i s  i n a p p r o p r i a t e ;
o t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e s  a v a i l a b l e :  N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t ,  H a t c h e r  P a s s ;
s t a t e  s h o u l d  s t u d y  economi c  i m p l i c a t i o n s ;  
s k e p t i c a l  o f  p u b l i c  p r o c e s s ;  
s t a t e  has c r e d i b i l i t y  p r o b l em ;
h e l i c o p t e r s  -  s e r i o u s  i m p o s i t i o n  on p u b l i c  t o  s p e ak  so  e a r l y  a f t e r  
A l a s k a  H e l i c o p t e r s  a p p l i c a t i o n ;
h e l i c o p t e r s  a r e  l o u d ,  d i s t u r b  w i l d l i f e ,  p a r k  u s e r s ;
h e l i c o p t e r s  a r e  p r o b l em  in l ow e r  ' 4 8 ;
h e l i c o p t e r  p e r m i s s i o n  wou l d  s e t  d a ng e r o u s  p r e c e d e n t .

R i c k  Maron —  F r i e n d s  o f  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k
r e s o r t  d e ve l o pmen t  i s  i n a p p r o p r i a t e ;  
o b j e c t s  t o  c omme r c i a l  d e ve l o pmen t  o f  p a r k  l a n d s ;  
r e s o r t  t a l k  d i d n ' t  s t a r t  w i t h  l o c a l  p e o p l e ;  
i s s u e  i s  o p en i ng  p a r k  t o  c ommer c i a l  d e v e l o pm en t ;  
s h o u l d n ' t  s h o r t c u t  p r o c e s s  in bad ec onomi c  t im e s ;  
p r o p o s a l  d e s e r v e s  d e t a i l e d  s t u d y ;  
h e l i c o p t e r s  no t  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  n a t u r a l  v a l u e s ;  
p a r k  s h o u l d  be r e f u g e  f r om n o i s e ,  u r ban  s t r e s s .

B i l l  Cox —  3 y e a r  Ancho r age  r e s i d e n t
oppos ed  t o  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s ;
n o i s e  e f f e c t  on o t h e r  p a r k  u s e r s  and w i l d l i f e ;
h e l i c o p t e r  p r ob l ems  in l owe r  ' 4 8 ,  J u neau ;
a l t e r n a t i v e  a c c e s s  p o i n t s  f o r  o l d  and h a nd i c a p p e d ;
c ommer c i a l  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t  n o t  a p p r o p r i a t e  on p a r k  l a n d ;
o t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e s .
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Rod Hansen —  l i v e s  i n s i d e  p r op o s e d  de ve l o pmen t
a r e a  a l r e a d y  zoned r e s i d e n t i a l ,  d e v e l o pmen t ;
6 0 0  l o t s  f o r  s a l e  a l r e a d y ;  
r e s o r t  i s  p r e f e r a b l e  t o  h o u s i n g ;
Sou t h  F o r k  v a l l e y  n o t  so  p e a c e f u l ;
2 0 0  k i ng  sa lmon l e f t  i n Sou t h  F o r k .

; i - l’ 1 •' . ' ■ ■ -• ‘ *V ' .*'<•. ’* * ‘ • " . ’ V •. ,
■ v'’ *s ’ ’• V* ‘ *v •• ' • ... . < .  -V\YuLynn T a t e  —  H i l a n d  Road r e s i d e n t

e c s t a t i c  a b ou t  r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l ;
a p p r o p r i a t e  u s e  o f  p a r k  l a n d s .

Mary K n o f f
d o w nh i l l  s k i i n g  i s  n o t  n o i s y ,  i n t r u s i v e ;  
p a r k  i s  f o r  a l l  t y p e s  o f  r e c r e a t i o n .

L .  G. T a t e
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t ;  
b a l a n c e s  c y c l i c  economy;
d e v e l o p e r s  s h o u l d n ' t  have t o  f i n a n c e  f e a s i b i l i t y  s t u d i e s .

Ray Ga r dn e r  —  E a g l e  R i v e r  r e s i d e n t
r e s o r t  p r o j e c t  s i t e  i s  no t  w i l d ;  
v e n t u r e  c a p i t a l i s t s  s h o u l d  be e n c o u r a g e d ;
t o u r i s m  mos t  ben i gn  i n d u s t r y :  no n o i s e ,  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e s ,  e t c .
t o u r i s m  j o b s  a r e  i m p o r t a n t .

S t e v e  L i v i n g s t o n  —  A l a s k a  C h a p t e r ,  S i e r r a  C l ub
r e i t e r a t e s  p r e v i o u s  comments in o p p o s i t i o n  t o  h e l i c o p t e r s ;  
p r e s e n t l y  oppos ed  t o  any new r e s o r t  d e ve l o pmen t  in p a r k .
Ancho r age  r e s i d e n t s  a r e  p r i v i l e g e d  t o  have s e m i - w i 1d e r n e s s ; s h ou l d  
be l e f t  a l o n e .

K i r k  Wi cke r sham —  Ancho r age  r e s i d e n t  -  I ndependence  Sk i  R e s o r t
Co.

M u n i c i p a l i t y  s t u d y  s a y s  enough demand by l a t e  1 9 8 0 s  f o r  one  new sk i  
r e s o r t ;
p r i o r  a p p r o v a l  o f  s i t e  c o u l d  p r e c l u d e  o t h e r ,  b e t t e r  s i t e s ;
D0PR has d u t y  t o  c onduc t  s i t e  s e l e c t i o n  s t u d y .

R o b e r t  M a r t i n  —  E a g l e  R i v e r  bus i nes sman  
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t ;  
t o u r i s m  imp r oves  economy;  
a v i d  s k i i e r ,  l i k e s  more c h o i c e
DP0R s h o u l d  l o o k  i n t o  impac t s  o f  s i m i l a r  r e s o r t s  e l s e w h e r e :  a l p i n e ,
w i l d l i f e ,  b i r d s ,  l i g h t e d  s k i - r u n s ;  
b e l i e v e s  p r e p o n e n t s  a r e  s i n c e r e ,  q u a l i t y .

Wayne Beckw i t h  —  f o r e s t e r ,  e n g i n e e r  -  VP Ancho r age  Chambe" o f  Commerce 
c i t y  needs  a c c e s s  t o  r e c r e a t i o n ;
Ancho r age  p o p j l a t i o n  now 2 ^ 0 , 0 0 0  ( e x c l u d i n g  I n d i a n ,  B i r d ) ;  
s h o u l d  no t  s a v e  l and  f o r  sma l l  number o f  p e o p l e ;  
two g o a l s :  a t t r a c t  new i n d u s t r y ,  expand o p p o r t u n i t i e s ;
v / i n t e r  r e s o r t  b a l a n c e s  s e a s o n a l  c y c l e ;
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r e s o r t  b e t t e r  t han h o u s e s ;
H a t c h e r  P a s s ,  T u r n a g a l n  a r e  no t  a l t e r n a t i v e s ;
s h o u l d  be s t r i c t  l i m i t s  on s u r f a c e  w a t e r  v e h i c l e s  in E a g l e  R i v e r ;  
h e l i c o p t e r  o p e r a t i o n s  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  p e r i p h e r y  o f  p a r k ,  w i t h  p r o p e r  
c o n t r o l s .

J im T u r n e r  —  I ndependence  Sk i  R e s o r t  Company 
H i l a n d  s i t e  no go od ,  n o t  v i a b l e ;
h i s  c o n s u l t a n t s  s ay  " j o k e ,  r i d i c u l o u s ,  c r i m i n a l  n e g l i g e n c e " ;  
s t a t e  s h ou l d  do s i t e  s e l e c t i o n  s t u d y ;
E a g l e  R i v e r  s i t e  c l o s e r  t o  Ancho r age  t han  H a t c h e r  P a s t ,  hence more 
c o n v e n i e n t ;
two p r o j e c t s  c a n ' t  s u c c e ed .

Mike Abbo t t  —  R e s o u r c e  Deve l o pmen t  C oun c i l  
p a r k  n o t  i n t e nd e d  t o  be a l l  w i l d ;
q u o t e s  e n a b l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n :  e a s t ,  c e n t r a l ,  p e r i p h e r y ;
r e s o r t  i s  c o m p a t i b l e ,  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  l e g i s l a t i v e  i n t e n t ;
t o u r i s m ,  r e s j r t  g e n e r a t e  e conomi c  a c t i v i t y ;
s i t e  i s  n o t  w i l d e r n e s s ;
f o r e i g n  c a p i t a l  i s  m a j o r  e conomi c  b o o s t ;
s t a t e ' s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i s  t o  d e t e rm i n e  wh e t h e r  p a r k  r e s o u r c e s  a r e  
u n r e a s o n a b l y ,  t h r e a t e n e d .

Hal  G r a s e r
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l .

F r a n c i n e  Benn i s
mos t  imp o r t a n t  i s s u e :  i s  r e s o r t  d e ve l o pmen t  a p p r o p r i a t e ;
opposed  t o  comme r c i a l  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s .

G l enn Ray
P a r k s  has a l r e a d y  made d e c i s i o n ;  
s t a t e  o ugh t  t o  be s k e p t i c a l ;  
r e s o r t  no t  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  p a r k .

Rob W e l l s  —  25 y e a r  r e s i d e n t  o f  S o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a
Sou t h  F o r k  v a l l e y  has  p r o b l ems  w i t h  snow a c c u m u l a t i o n ;
E ag l e  R i v e r  d o e s n ' t  have good s i t e ;
r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l  i s  r e a l  e s t a t e  scarn;  r e s o r t  u s ed  t o  a t t r a c t  l and 
b u y e r s ;
s t a t e  s h o u l d  do s i t e  s e l e c t i o n  s t u d y ;
S o u t h c e n t r a l  s k i e r s  need b e g i i . n e r / i n t e r m e d i a t e  t r a i l s ;
r e q u e s t s  p u b l i c  mee t i ng  in Ma tanuska  V a l l e y ;
r i v a l r y  between DLSWM and DPOR d o e s n ' t  s e r v e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .

J a y  B en n e t t
Ha t ch e r  Pass  p l a n  comment was a g a i n s t  more s k i  d e v e l o pmen t ;  
r e q u e s t s  p u b l i c  mee t i ng  in v a l l e y .
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n o t  j o b  o f  DPOR t o  do e c onomi c  d e v e l o pmen t ;  
o t h e r  s t a t e  l and  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  r e s o r t s ;  
p a r k  d e s i g n a t i o n  i s  h i g h e s t  l e v e l  o f  p r o t e c t i o n ;  
s k i  r e s o r t s  a r e  n o i s y :  mu s i c ,  s k i e r s ,  l i f t  m o t o r s ;
whe r e  does  i t  s t o p ? r m ir

Gary  T a t e  —  M i l e  5 ,  H i l a n d  Road
a r e a  i s  n o t  w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a ;  
r e s o r t  has  l e a s t  impac t .

Mary Ca r e y  —  Ancho r ag e  H o r s e t r a i l s  and F a c i l i t y  
3 00  h o r s e s ;
l o s i n g  t r a i l s  t o  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e ve l o pmen t ;  
s u p p o r t s  Mun i c i p a l  g r e e n b e l t  p l a n .

Doug Dowden
s u p p o r t s  c o n t r o l l e d  d e ve l o pmen t  in p a r k ;
Ancho r age  b l e s s e d  t o  have Chugach S t a t e  P a r k ;  
p a r k  i s  l a r g e  enough f o r  many u s e r s ;
t h e r e  i s  a window o f  o p p o r t u n i t y  t h a t  mi gh t  be l o s t  i f  t ime  w a s t e d ;  
t h e r e  i s  no d ange r  o f  l o s i n g  w i l d e r n e s s .

J i l l  J o hn s on  -  t h r e e  y e a r  Ancho r age  r e s i d e n t
r e s o r t  s h o u l d  n o t  compromi se  p a r k  v a l u e s ;
DPOR s h o u l d  i n v e s t i g a t e  d r a i n a g e ,  r u n o f f  f r om  a r t i f i c a l  snow;  
l o o k  a t  impac t s  o f  r u n o f f  on sa lmon in Sou t h  F o r k ;  
brown b e a r s  us e  Sou t h  F o r k ;  
w i l l  r e s o r t  j e o p a r d i z e ?

H a r r y  B l a n a s  •— r e ad s  f r om 5 / 1 9 / 8 7  Ancho r age  Times a r t i c l e  
" r e q u e s t s  f o r  s t a t e  s t u d i e s  a r e  o u t r a g e o u s " ;  
o b j e c t s  t o  c o n s e r v a t i o n  g r oup  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l ;  
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t ,  bu t  must  p r o t e c t  e n v i r o nmen t  a t  same 
t  ime.

J im B r ennan —  a v ! d s k i e r
p r o p o s a l  i s  v e r y  s t r a n g e :  r e a l  o r  scam?
s t a t e  s h o u l d  s t u d y  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  p r o p o s a l ;  
oppo s ed  t o  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s .

S ha r o n  C i s s n a  —  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  A d v i s o r y  B o a r d ,  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  p a r k ' s  
c r e a t i o n  i n  1970  

p u b l i c  d o e s n ' t  have  a d e qu a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n ;
t h e s e  me e t i n g s  a r e  p r e m a t u r e :  no t  enough s p e c i f i c  i n f o r m a t i o n .

Dave Young —  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  A d v i s o r y  B o a r d ;  P r e s i d e n t ,  SF Communi ty 
C o u n c i l ,  s p e a k i n g  as  p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n  

i f  r e s o r t s  g o i n g  t o  happen ,  t hen make i t  a good d e v e l o pmen t ;  
a d aman t l y  o ppo s ed  t o  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s .
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Sand r a  Wi c k e s
mos t  p u b l i c  comments o f f  t h e  ma r k ;

b
p a r k  i s  f o r  a l 1 u s e r s

.
V  J .'- V  ■ • . :  > V - V ' - V  ■ J

need t o  f o c u s  on c o n s t r u c t i v e  s a f e g u a r d s .
3

Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  A d v i s o r y  Boa r d  r e q u e s t e d  m e e t i n g s ,  so  t h ey  a r e  
no t  p r em a t u r e .
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E a g l e  R i v e r ,  Hay 2 6 ,  108 p e o p l e  a t t e n d i n g ,  A8 o f f e r i n g  t e s t im o n y

J im Wadde l l  —  E a g l e  R i v e r  r e s i d e n t
s t a t e  i s  u n f a i r  in n o t  g i v i n g  d e t a i l s  on c o n t r a c t  p r o c e s s ;  
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l ; 
e c onomi c  b e n e f i t s ;  
g r e e n b e l t  v e r y  v a l u a b l e  l a n d ;  
be c a u t i o u s  when d e v e l o p i n g  b e l t ;  
f e n c e  g r e e n b e l t  f o r  w i l d l i f e  c o n f l i c t s .

T e r r y  Foreman —  H i l a n d  Road r e s i d e n t  
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t ;
a d equ a t e  s a f e g u a r d s  can be made;  
impac t s  wou l d  be m i n im a l ;  
e c onomi c  b e n e f i t s ;
we s h o u l d n ' t  d r ag  o u r  f e e t  t o o  l ong  and d i s c o u r a g e  R o gn e r ;  
mi n ima l  de ve l o pmen t  in g r e e n b e l t ;  
a s  f ew p a r k i n g  a r e a s  as  p o s s i b l e ;
h e l i c o p t e r s  s h o u l d  be done on a t r i a l  b a s i s ,  f o r  one y e a r  o n l y .

W i l l i a m  Reedy —  E a g l e  R i v e r  bus i nes sman
E a g l e  R i v e r  v a l l e y  i s  n o n - w i l d e r n e s s ;  
e c onomi c  b e n e f i t s :  2 0 0 0  j o b s ;  
t o u r i s m  i s  c l e a n  i n d u s t r y ;  
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l .

Thomas Wood —  E a g l e  R i v e r  V a l l e y  Communi ty Cound i l  
c o u n c i l  s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l ;  
t o u r i s m  i s  b a s i c  t o  E a g l e  R i v e r  economy;  
r e s o r t  i n c r e a s e s  a c c e s s  t o  p a r k ;
r e q u e s t s  p u b l i c  i n v o l v emen t  d u r i n g  c o n t r a c t i n g  p r o c e s s ;  
s u p p o r t s  g r e e n b e l t  a c q u i s i t i o n ;
wan t s  w a t e r f a l l s  on Sou t h  F o r k  bought  as  p a r t  o f  g r e e n b e l t  p r o j e c t .

T e r r y  Ko che r  —  W i l d l i f e  management d e g r e e ,  13 y e a r  E a g l e  R i v e r  r e s i d e n t  
c o nc e r n ed  w i t h  use  o f  p a r k  l and  f o r  c omme r c i a l  d e v e l o p m en t ;  
h e l i c o p t e r s  w i l l  s c a r e  w i l d l i f e ;  
h e l i c o p t e r s  t h r e a t e n  w i l d l i f e  v i e w i n g ;
E a g l e  R i v e r  v a l l e y  a l r e a d y  c o n ge s t e d  w i t h  a i r c r a f t  t r a f f i c ;  
no m o t o r i z e d  t r a f f c in g r e e n b e l t .

Dave J o ne s  —  E a g l e  R i v e r  r e s i d e n t ,  Sou t h  F o r k
r e s o r t  c o m p e t i b l e  w i t h  m u l t i p l e  uiso. c o n c e p t ;  
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l ;
s u g g e s t s  a d o p t i o n  o f  M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  Ancho r age  g r e e n b e l t  p l a n .

Ron Ak s ami t  —  Sou t h  F o r k  r e s i d e n t  
s u p p o r t s  s i gn ed  p r o p o s a l ;  
c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  p a r k  p u r p o s e s ;  
many r e s o r t s  a r e  on p u b l i c  l a n d ;  
p a r k  s h o u l d  be opened t o  more u s e r s ,  u s e r  g r o u p s ;
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a c c e s s  i s  q u i t e  l i m i t e d ;  s h o u l d  be opened up mo r e ;  
e n v i r o n m en t a l  c o n c e r n s  can be s a t i s f i e d ;  
h e l i c o p t e r s  -  o p p o s e d ;  
n o i s e  i s  v e r y  i r r i t a t i n g .

D i c k  E r i c k s o n  - -  B i r chwood r e s i d e n t
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t ;  
a p p r o p r i a t e  u s e ;
c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  1980  m a s t e r  p l a n .

Dave Young - -  Sou t h  F o r k  r e s i d e n t
no knowl edge  o f  any  l e g a l  o r  p o l i c y  p r o h i b i t i o n  a g a i n s t  r e s o r t  
d e ve l o pmen t  ?n p a r k  p e r i p h e r y ;
R ogne r  r e s o r t  wou l d  p r o v i d e  s t a b l e  e conomi c  b a s e ;  
d r a i n a g e  can be a d d r e s s e d ;  
o t h e r  impac t s  can be m i t i g a t e d ;
s h o u l d  a d op t  MOA g r e e n b e l t  on i n t e r i m  b a s i s ,  t o  be f o l l o w e d  w i t h  
t a s k  f o r c e ;
a d aman t l y  oppos ed  t o  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s ;  
h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  o f f e r  no b e n e f i t s  t o  t h e  p a r k .

J ohn  Peck  —  17 y e a r  E a g l e  R i v e r  r e s i d e n t  
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t ;
R ogne r  p r o p o s a l  wou l d  n o t  impac t  p a r k ;  
mos t  r e s o r t s  e l s e w h e r e  a r e  on p u b l i c  l a n d s ;
R ogne r  company i s  c a p a b l e  and c omp e t e n t ;
s t a t e  s h o u l d n ' t  d r a g  f e e t  and d i s c o u r a g e  R o g n e r ;
b i k e  t r a i l s  on b o t h  s i d e s  o f  E a g l e  R i v e r ,  r u nn i ng  f u l l  l e n g t h ;
more numerous p a r k i n g  a r e a s ,  w i t h  f ew e r  s p ac e s  e a ch ;
oppo s ed  t o  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s ;
wou l d  n o t  be oppos ed  t o  h e l i c o p t e r s  i f  away f r om  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s ,  

wi t h  no no i  se
i m p a c t s .

RC J o hn s on  (Bob )
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l ;
r e s o r t  wou l d  enhance  p u b l i c  us e  and e n j o ymen t  o f  p a r k .

Rosema r y  J ohns on  —  E a g l e  R i v e r  r e s i d e n t  
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  d e v e l o p men t ;
p r o p o n e n t  ough t  t o  have  w i de  l a t i t u d e  in d e f i n i n g  p r o j e c t ;
E a g l e  R i v e r  communi ty  mus t  g r ow;  
r e s o r t  wou l d  impr ove  p a r k  a c c e s s ;  
no l o c a l  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  r e s o r t ;
w i l d l i f e  have  amp l e  room in A9 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  o f  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k ;  
c o m p e t i t i o n  wou l d  be good f o r  H a t c h e r  P a s s  p r o p o n e n t s .

Mike King
snow c o n d i t i o n s  in Sou t h  F o r k  a r e  p o o r ;
q u e s t i o n s  wh e t h e r  a r t i f i c i a l  snow c o u l d  s u p p o r t  s u c c e s s f u l  r e s o r t ;  
oppo s ed  t o  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s .
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L o t t i  HcCubb l n —  25 y e a r  r e s i d e n t
d e v e l o p e r  mus t  s a t i s f y  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o n c e r n s ;  
w i t h  m i t i g a t i o n ,  s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t ;  
s u p p o r t s  g r e e n b e l t  t r a i l s ;  
wan t s  g r e e n b e l t  a l o n g  P e t e r s  C r e e k ;
o ppos ed  t o  h e l i c o p t e r  s k i i n g  be cau s e  o f  a v a l a n c h e  d a n g e r s ;  
s u p p o r t s  l i m i t e d  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  f o r  s i g h t s e e i n g ,  s t r i c t l y  
1 imi t e d .

V i n c e  V i t a l e  —  r e p r e s e n t i n g  E a g l e  R i v e r  -  Chug i a k  Chamber o f  Commerce 
e c onomi c  b e n e f i t s  o f  r e s o ' t  a r e  im p o r t a n t ;
" o v e rwh e lm i n g  l o c a l  communi ty s u p p o r t " ;
86% o f  p o l l  r e s p o n d e n t s  s u p p o r t  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t  ir, E a g l e  R i v e r ;  
r e s o r t  wou l d  smooth o u t  s e a s o n a l  ec onomi c  c y c l e s ;  
r e s o r t  wou l d  enhance  f a m i l y  r e c r e a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ;  
r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l  i s  good r e g a r d l e s s  o f  c o n d i t i o n  o f  economy.

D i c k  Brown —  13 y e a r  E a g l e  R i v e r  r e s i d e n t  
must  p r o t e c t  w a t e r s h e d ;
• • e s o r t  p r o p o s a l  i s  f o r  y e a r  r ound o p e r a t i o n s ;
n a t u r a l  v a l u e s  have been p r o t e c t e d  e l s e w h e r e  when d e v e l o p i n g
r e s o r t s :  Eu r o p e ,  e t c . ;
t r a s h i n g  i s n ' t  i n e v i t a b l e  r e s u l t  o f  d e v e l o p men t ;
e n f o r c e me n t  o f  f a c i l i t y  ma i n t e na n ce  s h o u l d  be p a r t  o f  c o n c e s s i o n

c o n t r a c t .

R i c h a r d  R o d r i g u e s  —  E a g l e  R i v e r  r e s i d e n t  
p r op o s e d  s i t e  i s  u n s p o i l e d ;  
c o n c e r n e d  a b ou t  n i g h t  l i g h t i n g  o f  s k i  s l o p e s .

R.  Mack A r r i n g t o n  —  r e s i d e n t  s i n c e  1962
p r oud  and p l e a s e d  t h a t  r e s o r t  i s  b e i ng  p r o p o s e d ;  
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t ;  
oppos ed  t o  h e l i c o p t e r  s k i i n g ;
s u p p o r t s  summer h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  a t  s p e c i f i e d  s i t e s .

Hen r y  Wa r r en
p a r k  i f  f o r  a l l  t y p e s  o f  r e c r e a t i o n ;
s e n t  r e s p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  i n s p e c t  Rogne r  r e s o r t s  in E u r o p e ,  .and 
r e t u r n e d  w i t h  go .̂ 1 r e p o r t ;
r e s o r t s  h a v e n ' t  d i s p l a c e d  w i l d l i f e  in o t h e r  a r e a s ;  
g r e e n b e l t  s h o u l d  have been done l ong  a g o ;  
g r e e n b e l t  f a c i l i t i e s  s h o u l d  be l o w - m a i n t e n a n c e ; 
h e l i c o p t e r s  -  s h o u l d  be some z o ne s  d e s i g n a t e d  f o r  l a n d i n g s ;  
h e l i c o p t e r  s k i i n g  i s  t o o  d a n g e r o u s .

E l a i n e  R ob i n s o n  —  P e t e r s  C r e e k  r e s i d e n t  
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t ;  
g r owth  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  communi ty  w e l l - b e i n g ;  
economi c  b e n e f i t s  o f  r e s o r t ;
g r e e n b e l t  p l a n  s h o u l d  be a d o p t e d ,  w i t h  f u t u r e  t a s k  f o r c e ;  
oppos ed  t o  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s :  n o i s e ,  w i l d l i f e  impa c t s ;  
s p e c i a l  p o p u l a t i o n s  have  a l t e r n a t i v e s .

9



‘sP'ssP*, v r s ~ . rW’ «?<WX.'. ’W!*J"V> A .??>>&£*•*• UX/wl'- rj
£f§|§®S5»|t 

Mark Eidem
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  de ve l o pmen t  
r e s o r t  has good ec onomi c  b e n e f i t s ;
r e s o r t s  e l s e w h e r e  s u c c e s s f u l  w h i l e  n o t  d e g r a d i n g  e n v i r o n men t ;  
Mun i c i p a l  G r e e n b e l t  P l a n  s h o u l d  be a d o p t e d ;  
no m o t o r i z e d  uses  in g r e e n b e l t ;
m u l t i - l i n g u a l  v i s i t o r  c e n t e r  a t  r e s o r t  v i l l a g e  s i t e .

■■■■ . &

Ray Ga rdn e r
r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l  f i t s  G o v e r n o r ' s  ec onomi c  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  o b j e c t i v e s ;  
o ppos ed  t o  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s ;
s u p p o r t s  l i m i t e d ,  n o nmo t o r i z e d  u s e / d e v e l o p m en t  o f  g r e e n b e l t .

Rod Hansen —  So u t h  F o r k  r e s i d e n t  
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l .

L o i s  R i c k e r  —  6 y e a r  E a g l e  R i v e r  r e s i d e n t
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  de ve l o pmen t  in p a r k ;  
ec onomi c  b e n e f i t s  o f  r e s o r t ;  
r e s o r t  s h o u l d  be a e s t h e t i c a l l y  p l e a s i n g ;  
s t a t e  s h o u l d  s t o p  p r o c r a s t i n a t i n g ;  
s t a t e  s h o u l d  go s o l e - s o u r c e  in c o n t r a c t .

Ann R i 1ey
oppo s ed  t o  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t ;  
d a ng e r o u s  p r e c e d e n t  be i ng  s e t ;
d o w n h i l l  s k i i n g  t o o  e x p e n s i v e ,  so  r e s o r t  w o u l d n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  open 
a r e a  t o  l o c a l  r e c r e a t i o n i s t s ;
oppo s ed  t o  s k i  r uns  on Mt .  Gordon Lyon and H i l a n d  Moun t a i n ;
un de c i d ed  on o t h e r  s l o p e s ;
s t a t e  s h o u l d  a p p r o v e  s l o p e - b y - s l o p e ;
s h o u l d  c o n s i d e r  human impa c t s ,  as  w e l l  a s  w i l d l i f e  impa c t s .

L . G .  T a t e
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t ;
even p e o p l e  who w i l l  be s e r i o u s l y  impac t ed  a r e  s u p p o r t e r s ;  
l i m i t e d  a c c e s s  d e v e l o p e d  in g r e e n b e l t ;  
o ppo s ed  t o  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s .

Denn i s  B r i n k e r h o f f  —  r e c r e a t i o n a l  s k i e r  
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t ;
r e s o r t  wou l d  improve  r e c r e a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ;  
e c onomi c  b e n e f i t s  o f  r e s o r t .

Wayne M a r s h a l l  - -  H i l a n d  Road r e s i d e n t
n e i g h b o r h o o d  v a l u e s  wou l d  be l o s t  i f  r e s o r t  p r o c e e d s ;
DNR s h o u l d  a s s e s s  impac t s  on l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s ;  
p r o p o s a l  i s  t o o  w i d e s p r e a d  -  s h o u l d  be r educed  in s i z e ;  
a c c e s s  t o  a r e a  s h o u l d  be l i m i t e d ;
no n i g h t  s k i i n g  -  l i g h t s  r u i n  v i ew s ,  n o t h e r n  l i g h t s ;  
d e ve l o pmen t  s h o u l d  n o t  impact  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  in v a l l e y ;  
s t a t e  s h o u l d  n o t  d e l a y  p r o j e c t .
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Dwight  N e i l l  —  E a g l e  R i v e r  r e s i d e n t  
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l ;  
c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  p a r k  p u r p o s e s ;
r e s o r t  imp r oves  p a r k  a c c e s s ,  b r o a d en s  r e c r e a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ;  
n o t  t o t a l l y  a g a i n s t  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s ;
h e l i c o p t e r s  ou gh t  t o  be v e r y  l i m i t e d ,  s t r i c t l y  r e g u l a t e d  b a s i s ;  
h e l i c o p t e r  a pp r o a c h  p a t h  s h o u l d  be s p e c i f i e d ;  
do on e x p e r im e n t a l  b a s i s ;
oppo s ed  t o  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  in E a g l e  R i v e r  v a l l e y .

Lynn C a t l i n
oppo s ed  t o  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t ;  
i n a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  p u b l i c  l a n d ;
p u b l i c  d i d n ' t  a s k  f o r  r e s o r t ,  bu t  we a r e  r e a c t i n g  t o  p r o p o s a l ;
S ou t h  F o r k  l and  v a l u e s  wou l d  s k y r o c k e t ;  
r e s o r t  j o b s  a r e  l o w - p a y i n g ;
s k e p t i c a l  o f  " n o  n i g h t  s k i i n g "  s t a t e m en t s  by R o gn e r ;  
oppo s ed  t o  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s .

Dave B l a n c h e t t  —  r e p r e s e n t i n g  K n i k  K a n o e r s ,  K a y a k e r s  
c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  on g r e e n b e l t  t r a d e ;
KKK t a k e s  n u e t r a l  v i ew ;
d i s t r e s s e d  w i t h  J o h a n n s e n ' s  p r ema t u r e  s u p p o r t  o f  r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l ;  
c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  a i r ,  w a t e r ,  n o i s e  p o l l u t i o n  o f  r e s o r t ;
KKK needs  more i n f o r m a t i o n  on s p e c i f i c s  o f  p r o p o s a l  p r i o r  t o  t a k i n g  
p o s i t i o n  o f  s u p p o r t / o p p o s i t i o n ;  
what  a b ou t  n o i s e  o f  snow mak i ng ;  
what  a b ou t  sewage d i s p o s a l ?

Lynn T a t e  —  H i l a n d  Road r e s i d e n t  
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l ;  
r e s o r t  i s  c l e a n  i n d u s t r y ;  
s k i i n g  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  in p a r k  edge .

Ve rn Un ge r e ch t  -  Mat - Su Bo r ough As semb l y
has  mi xed f e e l i n g s  a b ou t  r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l ;
p r o j e c t  s u f f e r s  f r om  l a c k  o f  p l a n n i n g ,  b e i ng  r am - r o d de d ;
H a t c h e r  Pa s s  r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l  has  gone  t h r o u g h  p r o p e r  p l a n n i n g  
p r o c e s s ;
s h o u l d  be p r o p e r ,  l o n g e r  t e rm p l a n n i n g  p r o c e s s  emp l o y ed ;  
p r o p o s a l  seems ma r g i n a l  when c o n s i d e r i n g  l a c k  o f  snow;  
d o e s n ' t  want  c o m p e t i t i o n  be tween Mat - Su  V a l l e y  and E a g l e  R i v e r .

S t e v e  Cyp r a  - -  P a lme r  r e s i d e n t
s h o u l d  t a k e  r e g i o n a l  v i ew o f  c ompe t i ng  r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l s ;  
f ew q u a l i t y  s k i  s i t e s  in r e g i o n ;
d e v e l o pmen t  o f  m a r g i n a l  s i t e  mi gh t  p r e c l u d e  d e ve l o pmen t  o f  b e t t e r  
s i t e s .
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Ed Howper —  H i l a n d  Road r e s i d e n t  
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l
c o n f i d e n t  n e g a t i v e  impac t s  can be m i t i g a t e d ;  
s t a t e ,  communi ty  s h o u l d  push p r o j e c t  t h r o u g h ;  
l a r g e r  b e n e f i t s  ou twe i gh  m i no r  i n c o n v e n i e n c e s  t o  l o c a l s ;  
no m o t o r i z e d  t r a f f i c  in g r e e n b e l t ;  
a g a i n s t  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s .

B e t s y  Ga r dn e r  -  S i x  y e a r  E a g l e  R i v e r  r e s i d e n t  
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l ;
E a g l e  R i v e r  r e s o r t  w o u l d n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  p r e c l u d e  H a t c h e r  Pa s s  
r e s o r t ;
s t a t e  s h o u l d n ' t  a t t a c h  u n n e c e s s a r y  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  s t i p u l a t i o n s ;
s t a t e  s h o u l d  p e r f o r m  h y d r o l o g i c  s t u d y :
t r a i l  on n o r t h  s i d e  o f  E a g l e  R i v e r  g r e e n b e l t ;
s h o u l d  p l a c e  wa r n i ng  s i g n s  b e f o r e  w h i t e w a t e r  r a p i d s ;
oppo s ed  t o  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s .

C e c i 1 i a  D i e d r i c h
much l o c a l  demand f o r  r e s o r t  and d o wn h i l l  s k i ' n g  f a c i l i t i e s ;  
a f f i l i a t i o n s  w i t h  A u s t r i a n  b u s i n e s s e s :  Rogne r  known f o r  q u a l i t y .

Lynn B u r k q u i s t
s u p p o r t s  l e a s e  f o r  d o wn h i l l  s k i i n g ;  
r e s o r t  wou l d  b r i n g  economic  b e n e f i t s ;
h i gh  c a p i t a l  c o s t s  o f  d e v e l o p i n g  i n d i c a t e  economic  f e a s i b i l i t y ;
S o u t h  F o r k  r e s o r t  w o u l d n ' t  p r e c l u d e  compe t i ng  r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l s ;  
wou l d  l i k e  n i g h t  s k i i n g ;
communi ty  needs  c l o s e r  a c c e s s  t o  s k i  a r e a s  than A l y e s k a .

C r a i g  Campbe l l  —  Mun i c i p a l  assembl yman
l o c a l  communi ty  s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t ;  
r e s o r t  wou l d  p r o v i d e  j o b s ;
r e s o r t  wou l d  b r i n g  c a p i t a l  f r om  o u t s i d e  l o c a l  a r e a ;
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l .

Doug Dowden —  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t ;  
d o e s n ' t  b e l i e v e  c l a i m s  o f  Ha t ch e r  
s i t e  i s  u n f e a s i b l e .

Pa s s  p r o p o n e n t s  t h a t  E a g l e  R i v e r

Todd Min e r
oppo s ed  t o  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s ;
s u p p o r t s  r e a s o n a b l e  de v e l opmen t  o f  g r e e n b e l t ;
n o t  p u r p o s e  o f  p a r k s  t o  be economic  d e ve l o pmen t  ag enc y ;
w i l d e r n e s s  v a ’ ues  o f  Sou t h  F o r k  v a l l e y  w i l l  change  w i t h  r e s o r t
d e v e l o p m e n t ;
s t a t e  s h o u l d  g i v e  s u f f i c i e n t  we i gh t  t o  n o n -mon e t a r y  v a l u e s ,  w i l d e r ­
n e s s  v a l u e s .

Dave Geo rge  - -  H i l a n d  Road r e s i d e n t
o ppos ed  t o  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s :  w i l d l i f e  impac t s ;
what  a b ou t  impac t s  o f  i n c r e a s e d  r u n o f f  due t o  snow mak ing?
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F r ed  Dyson —  Mun i c i p a l  a s semb l yman ,  f o rm e r  a d v i s o r y  b o a r d  member 
p a r k  i s  m a j o r  a s r e t  o f  c i t y ;
l e g i s l a t i o n  c a l k - f o r  t h r e e  z o n e s :  w i l d e r n e s s ,  s c e n i c ,  d e v e l o p e d ;
p r o p o s a l  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  l e g i s l a t i o n ;  
r e s o r t  means changed l i f e s t y l e ;
p o p u l a t i o n  g r owt h  means t h a t  l i f e s t y l e  changes  a r e  i n e v i t a b l e ;  
r e s o r t  r e v en ue s  wou l d e n a b l e  improved management  o f  p a r k ;  
a g g r e g a t e  b e n e f i t s  o f  r e s o r t  ou twe i gh  n e g a t i v e  impa c t s .

!. . ...w ^  .,w . f. , ..

A1 Romazewski  —  10 y e a r  Eag l e  R i v e r  r e s i d e n t  
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l ;  
p r o p o s a l  s i t e  i s  no t  w i l d e r n e s s ;  
p r o p o n e n t  s h o u l d n ' t  be g i v e n  c a r t e - b ' a n c h e ;
Rogne r  i s  q u a l i t y  d e v e l o p e r ;
p r o j e c t  s h o u l d  be a p p r o v e d ,  w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e  s a f e g u a r d s .

Lee  J o r d a n
s u p p o r t s  us e  o f  p a r k  l and  f o r  s k i  s l o p e s ;
c o n c e r n s  can be a d d r e s s e d  in RFP and c o n t r a c t i n g  p r o c e s s ;
s t a t e  s h o u l d  r e a l i z e  s u b s t a n t i a l  e c onomi c  b e n e f i t s  as  p a r t  o f
c o n t r a c t  r e q u i r e m en t ;
l o o k  a t  impac t s  o f  o t h e r  t y p e  o f  d e ve l o pmen t  o f  r e s o r t  v i l l a g e  s i t e ;  
a r e a  n o t  w i l d e r n e s s :  a l r e a d y  p r i s o n s ,  r o a d s ,  l a n d f i l l s ,  e t c . ;
r e s o r t  wou l d  enhance O l ymp i c s  b i d ;  
no p r i v a t e  l and  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s k i  s l o p e  d e v e l o p men t .

Don F o l l o w s  - -  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  Utah and C o l o r a d o  r e s o r t s  
Rogne r  p r o p o s a l  i s  " c l a s s y " ;
t o u r i s m  i s  now number one i n d u s t r y  in C o l o r a d o ;

Becky  Hansen - -  Sou t h  F o r k  v a l l e y  r e s i d e n t  
s u p p o r t s  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t ;
s k i  l i f t s  wou l d  open p a r k  t o  h and i c a pped  p e o p l e .

S c o v t  M a r t i n e z
Sou t h  F o r k  v a l l e y  has s p e c i a l  v a l u e s  as  w i l d e r n e s s ;  
a r e a  o u g h t  t o  be l e f t  a l o n e  and e n j o y e d  f o r  i t s  own s a k e .
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Gi r dwood ,  May 2 7 ,  12 p e o p l e  a t t e n d i n g ,  9 o f f e r i n g  t e s t im o n y

Pau l  Todd —  An cho r ag e  r e s i d e n t
c omme r c i a l  u s e s  o f  p a r k  l a n d ,  w i t h  s t r i c t  c o n t r o l s  p r o t e c t i n g  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  v a l u e s  and r e s o u r c e s ,  a r e  a p p r o p r i a t e .

Bob M i l l e r  —  l a ndowne r  a d j o i n i n g  pa r k
p a r k s  o u g h t  t o  be a c c e s s i b l e  t o  a l l  t y p e s  o f  p e o p l e  and u s e r s ;  
s u p p o r t s  h e l i c o p t e r s  because  t h e y  p r o v i d e  a l t e r n a t i v e  means 
a c c e s s ;
r e s o r t  o u g h t  t o  be en cou r aged  in p e r i p h e r y  o f  p a r k ;  
r e s o r t s  b u i l t  e l s e w h e r e  in s t a t e  p a r k s ;
r e s o r t  wou l d  be r e c r e a t i o n a l ,  e c onom i c  a s s e t  t o  communi t y ,  s t a t e ;  
a r e a  needs  ec onomi c  b e n e f i t s  o f  r e s o r t .

o f

JoAnn Mi 1 l e r
r e s o r t  wou l d  be t o u r i s m  b o o s t ;
r e s o r t  wou l d  a f f e c t  v e r y  sma l l  p a r t  o f  p a r k ;
r e s o r t  wou l d  imp rove  p a r k  a c c e s s ;
one  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g  s i t e  i s  o k a y ,  bu t  s e v e r a l  i s  no go od ;  
h e l i c o p t e r s  s h o u l d  be c o n t r o l l e d  t o  m i n im i z e  n o i s e ,  w i l d l i f e  im­
p a c t s  ;
s u p p o r t s  M u n i c i p a l i t y  g r e e n b e l t  p l a n ;
need t o  s e p a r a t e  d i f f e r e n t  u s e r  g r o u p s  on g r e e n b e l t ;
accommodate as  many p e o p l e  as p o s s i b l e .

J o s e  V i c e n t e
r e s o r t  i s  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  a r e a ,  p a r k ;  
r e s o r t  s h o u l d  be done t a s t e f u l l y ;  
r e s o r t  wou l d  d i v e r s i f y  s t a t e  economy ;
Rogne r  has a g r e e d  t o  pay $7 m i l l i o n  f o r  u t i l i t y  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ;  
g r e e n b e l t  p l a n  s h o u l d  be r e v i s e d ;  
t r a i l  a l i g n m e n t s  s h o u l d  be r e v i s e d ;
t r a i l  s u r f a c e s  s h o u l d  r ange  be tween a s p h a l t ,  g r a v e l ,  d i r t ;  
h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g ,  i f  c o n t r o l l e d ,  s h o u l d  be a l l o w e d .

Ge o r g e  Brown —  Ancho r age  r e s i d e n t
r e s o r t  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  use  in p e r i p h e r y  o f  p a r k ;  
r e s o r t  wou l d  b e n e f i t  economy;  
t o u r i s m  i s  b e n e f i c i a l  i n d u s t r y ;
s t a t e  c o u l d  do good j o b  o f  r e g u l a t i n g  r e s o r t  d e ve l o pmen t  t o  en su r e  
q u a l i  t y ;
h e l i c o p t e r s  a r e  o k a y  in p a r k  p e r i p h e r y ;  
p r o h i b i t  h e l i c o p t e r s  in w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a s .

S t e v e  K o s l ow  —  k a y a k e r  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  E a g l e  R i v e r  
l ow d e ve l o pmen t  a p p r o a ch  t o  g r e e n b e l t ;
paved t r a i l s  wou l d  dr aw l a r g e  number s  o f  p e o p l e ,  d e t r a c t i n g  f r om 
r i v e r  v i ew s ;
wh o l e  g r e e n b e l t  o u gh t  t o  be n o n - m o t o r i z e d ; 
no h o r s e s  in g r e e n b e l t ;  
no b o a t  l i v e r i e s  on r i v e r ;  
c a u t i o u s  a p p r o a c h  on b r i g e s  o v e r  r i v e r ;  
a d am an t l y  oppo s ed  t o  any h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s ;
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p e r i p h e r a l  a r e a s  o f  p a r k  a l r e a d y  h e a v i l y  used  by day  u s e r s
o t h e r  s t a t e ,  p u b l i c  l a n d s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  h e l i c o p t e r  t o u r s . ,  l a n d i n g s ;  
h e l i c o p t e r s  u n n e c e s s a r y  i n t r u s i o n  on p a r k ;  
opposed  t o  r e s o r t  p r o p o s a l ;  
r e s o r t  s i t e  i s  d a r k ,  s u f f e r s  l a c k  o f  snow;  
r e s o r t  wou l d  c a t e r  t o  j e t  s e t t e r s ,  n o t  l o c a l s ;  
r e s o r t  wou l d  a f f e c t  w i l d l i f e ,  b i r d s ;
Sou th  F o r k  v a l l e y  c a n ' t  h a n d l e  i n c r e a s e d  p o p u l a t i o n  p r e s s u r e .

J an s  Myer —  Gi rdwood r e s i d e n t
go s l ow  w i t h  g r e e n b e l t  d e v e l o pmen t ;
had bad e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  h e l i c o p t e r s  in Hawai i
Hawa i i .

o u t  o f  c o n t r o l  in

Bryan S e l 1
o ppos ed  t o  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s ;  
w e ' l l  r e g r e t  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t  in f u t u r e ;  
Sou t h  F o r k  v a l l e y  n o t  p r i s t i n e  now; 
p a r k  needs  a c t i v e ,  a g g r e s s i v e  management .

Paul  Todd
s a f e g u a r d  human v a l u e s  when g o v e r n i n g  r e s o r t s ,  o t h e r  c omme r c i a l  u s e s  
o f  p a r k ;
h e l i c o p t e r s  d i s p l a c e  e x i s t i n g  u s e r s ;
l i m i t  number  o f  l a n d i n g s  a l l o w e d ;
t a k e  c o m p l e t e l y  new l o o k  a t  g r e e n b& l t  p l a n ;
r e g u l a t e  c omme r c i a l  b o a t  l i v e r i e s  on E a g l e  R i v e r  -  g e t  c o n t r o l  in 
t h e  b e g i n n i n g ;
l o o k  a t  s t o rm  w a t e r  d i s p o s a l ,  sewage d i s p o s a l  a s  p a r t  o f  r e s o r t  
c o n t r a c t ;
s t a t e  s h o u l d  be p r o t e c t e d  a g a i n s t  r e s o r t  f a i l u r e .

L a r r y  D a n i e l s
l o o k  a t  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  e x p e r i e n c e  and p r o c e s s  f o r  s k i  a r e a s .
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W a s i l l a ,  May 2 9 ,  15 p e o p l e  a t t e n d i n g ,  10 o f f e r i n g  t e s t i m o n y

John S t e i n  —  Ma t - Su  Bo r ough
v a l l e y  i s  c ompe t i n g  f o r  r e s o r t s ;  
q u e s t i o n s  wh e t h e r  r e s o r t  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e ;
OPOR s h o u l d  do s i t e  e v a l u a t i o n ;
s i t e  has been d e s i g n a t e d  in H a t c h e r  Pass  -  good s i t e ;
H a t c h e r  Pa s s  s h o u l d n ' t  be o v e r l o o k e d  in t h e  r e g i o n a l  c o n t e x t .

S a r a h  Ho r ne r  - -  i n t e r e s t e d  in H a t c h e r  Pass
DPOR s h o u l d  . h o r o u g h l y  s t u d y  E a g l e  R i v e r  
s i b i 1 i t y .

s i t e  and e n s u r e  i t s  f e a -

J an  A f f i n i t o
l a r g e - s c a l e  r e s o r t  may be i n a p p r o p r i a t e  in s t a t e  p a r k ;
L a g l e  R i v e r  i s  ba s ed  in p a r k ,  dependen t  on p a r k ;
DPOR s h o u l d  f o l l o w  sound p l a n n i n g  p r a c t i c e s ,  b e i ng  even more c a r e f u l  
b e c au s e  o f  p a r k  s t a t u s ;
d e v e l o pmen t  o f  Gove rnment  Pe ak  i s  i n e v i t a b l e ;  
s t a t e  s h o u l d  be p r o t e c t e d  i f  Sou t h  F o r k  f a i l s ;
c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  p r e s s u r e s  a r e  d r i v i n g  t h e  p l a n n i n g  p r o c e s s ;  
s k i  a r e a  s h o u l d  be examined  on i t s  t e c h n i c a l  m e r i t s ;
E a g l e  R i v e r  r e s o r t  c o u l d  s u s t a i n  i t s e l f  w i t h o u t  s k i i n g .

J im T u r n e r  —  I nd e pendence  S k i  R e s o r t  Company
r e s o r t s  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  p a r k  s t a t u s ,  p r o v i d e d  
f e a s i b i l i t y  and c a p a b i l i t y ;
c u r s o r y  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  E a g l e  R i v e r  s i t e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  i t ' s  m a r g i n a l ;  
DPOR s h o u l d n ' t  a l l o w  p r o j e c t  i f  n o t  f e a s i b l e ;  
s t a t e  s h o u l d  t a k e  r e g i o n a l  v i ew o f  p o t e n t i a l  s k i  s i t e s ;  
p e r m i t t i n g  o f  u n f e a s i b l e  s i t e  c o u l d  k i l l  mo r e  f e a s i b l e  s i t e s ;  
l o o k  a t  m o u n t a i n ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  h o l d  snow in p l a c e ;
h e l i c o p t e r  s ' k i i ng  s h o u l d n ' t  be p r o h i b i t e d ;  s h o u l d  be a l l o w e d  w i t h  
c a r e f u l  c o n t r o l s .

Mike Downs
c o n s i d e r  noi<=« impac t s  o f  s k i  l i f t s ,  o th . e r  r e s o r t  a c t i v i t i e s ;
E a g l e  R i v e r  s . t e  i s  p r i m a r i l y  n o r t h  f a c i n g ,  w i t h  l i t t l e  s u n s h i n e ;  
r e s o r t  s i t e  i s  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  w a t e r s h e d ;
snow mak ing  equ i pmen t  c r e a t e s  a w i d e s p r e a d  f o g ,  c o a t i n g  r o ad s  and 
hous e s  w i t h  i c e ;
Sou t h  F o r k  has  f r e q u e n t  t e m p e r a t u r e  i n v e r s i o n s ,  c a u s i n g  f o g  f r om 
snowmaking t o  c o v e r  wh o l e  v a l l e y ;
l i g h t  i n d u s t r y  o f  r e s o r t  may n o t  be c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  bedroom 
communi t y  o f  E a g l e  R i v e r ;
Sou t h  F o r k  r e s o r t  c o u l d  p r e c l u d e  a b e t t e r  s i t e  f r om  be i ng  d e v e l o p e d .  

R o b e r t  Wei 1s
c u r r e n t  e c onomi c  d own t u r n  s h o u l d  no t  i n f l u e n c e  d e c i s i o n  t o  open 
s t a t e  p a r k  t o  c omme r c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s ;
s u p p o r t s  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  in p e r i p h e r a l  a r e a s  o f  p a r k ;  
h e l i c o p t e r s  can be managed t o  m i n im i z e  impa c t s ;  
h e l i c o p t e r s  p r o b a b l y  o u g h t  t o  be e x c l u d e d  f r om  w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a s ;  
p a r kw i d e  s k i  s i t e  s u i t a b i l i t y  s t u d y  s h ou l d  be done .
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P e t e r  D i e d r i c h
examine  wind s c o u r i n g  o f  s k i  s l o p e s ;
Government  Peak  i s  s u p e r i o r  s i t e  t o  E a g l e  R i v e r  
DPOR s h ou l d  do a p p r o p r i a t e  s t u d i e s . tiSi&u&S

l o c a l  need f o r  s k i  r e s o r t ;  
i n v o l v e d  w i t h  y o u t h  s k i  p r og r am ;  
s c ho o l  buses  c anno t  n e g o t i a t e  i c y ,  s t e e p  r o a d s ;
E ag l e  R i v e r  p l a n n i n g  p r o c e s s  i s  t o o  f a s t ;  
c o n ce r n ed  w i t h  E a g l e  R i v e r  s i t e  s u i t a b i l i t y ;

Mike Pe r r y ham —  A l a s k a  F r o n t i e r  T r a p p e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n
E IS  o r  o t h e r  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s t u d y  o ugh t  t o  o c c u r  f o r  bo t h  r e s o r t  
p r o p o s a l s ;
s k i  a r e a s  a r e  n o t  m u l t i p l e  u s e ,  and p r e v e n t  o t h e r  u s e r  g r o u p s ;  
s k i  a r e a s  a r e  s i n g l e  u s e  a r e a s ;
a l r e a d y  t h r e e  s k i  a r e a s ,  ar.d more a r e  u n n e c e s s a r y ;  
how many sheep  wou l d  be e l i m i n a t e d  by s k i  s l o p e s ?
p r o p o n e n t s  s h o u l d  pay f o r  s t a t e ' s  e x p en se s  in p l a n n i n g ,  r e s p o n d i n g  
t o  r e o u e s t .

Mike S o r e n s e n  —  e x p e r i e n c e d  s k i  coach  
s u p p o r t s  a l p i n e  s k i i n g ;
c a u t i o n  a g a i n s t  d e v e l o pmen t  o f  m a r g i n a l  s k i  s l o p e s ,  t e r r a i n s ;  
a r e a  ough t  t o  be e v a l u a t e d  f o r  i t s  l o n g - t e r m  b e n e f i t s .
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Ancho r a g e ,  May 2 0 ,  75 p e o p l e  a t t e n d i n g ,  38 o f f e r i n g  t e s t i m o n y

Dave S t e p h e n s ; W e ' l l  c a l l  t he  mee t i ng  t o  o r d e r  now. I a p o l o g i z e  f o r  t he
c o n f u s i o n .  We had a s c h e d u l i n g  c o n f l i c t  and we we re  supposed  t o  be n e x t  d o o r  
so w e ' r e  a l i t t l e  b i t  l a t e  in g e t t i n g  s e t - u p  and o r g a n i z e d .  T h i s  i s  a mee t i ng  
t o  d i s c u s s  t he  ma s t e r  p l a n  f o r  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k .  We a r e  d o i ng  a l i m i t e d  
r e v i ew  and u p d a t e  o f  t h e  p a r k  p l a n  t h i s  summer .  My name i s  Dav i d  S t ep h e n s .  I 
have  l e a d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  I wo r k  in t h e  R e g i o n a l  O f f i c e  o f  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  P a r k s .  A1 Me i n e r s  i s  h e r e  a l s o  a s s i s t i n g  t o n i g h t .  He i s  t h e  
R e g i o n a l  Manager  f o r  S t a t e  P a r k s  and has r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  mos t  o f  t he  s t a t e  
p a r k s  in t h e  S o u t h c e n t r a l  R e g i o n ,  a s  f a r  n o r t h  as  D e n a l i  S t a t e  P a r k  and as  f a r  
s o u t h  as  K o d i a k .  The r e  a r e  some o t h e r  P a r k s  s t a f f  h e r e  t o n i g h t  and I ' l l  
i n t r o d u c e  them as t h e y  come i n .  The need t o  do a r e v i ew  and upda t e  o f  t h e  
m a s t e r  p l a n  i s  based  on t h r e e  b i g  i s s u e s  t h a t  have r e c e n t l y  come up t h a t
a r e n ' t  a d e q u a t e l y  t r e a t e d  in t h e  1980 ma s t e r  p l a n ,  wh i ch i s  t h e  mos t  r e c e n t  
m a s t e r  p l a n  and i s  t he  one t h a t  g u i d e s  how we manage and d e v e l o p  t he  p a r k .  
The ma s t e r  p l a n  i s  t h e  p a r k ' s  p o l i c y  document .  When i s s u e s  come up,  o u r  f i r s t
a c t  i s  t o  go t o  t h e  ma s t e r  p l a n  and see  what i t  s a y s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e s e  v a r i o u s
i s s u e s  and t r y  t o  f o l l o w  i t s  l e a d .  I t ' s  t he  p o l i c y  document  f o r  t h e  p a r k .  In 
a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  ma s t e r  p l a n  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  p o l i c y  do cumen t s .  In t h e  i n f o rm a ­
t i o n  p a c k e t ,  t h e  l a s t  page ,  s e v e r a l  o f  t h o s e  a r e  c i t e d  and t h o s e  a r e  t h e  
t h i n g s  t h a t  we a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  r e f e r r i n g  t o .  E v e r y o n e  s h o u l d  have a p a c k e t  
t h a t  has  t h e  agenda  and a l o t  o f  m i s c e l l a n e o u s  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b ou t  some o f  t he  
s t u f f  t h a t  w e ' l l  be t a l k i n g  a b ou t  t o n i g h t .  The f o rm a t  f o r  t o n i g h t ' s  mee t i ng  
i s  a l i t c l e  b i t  changed f r om  what  we have  on t he  ag enda .  We o n l y  have  
h o u r s  t o  c o v e r  a l o t  o f  g r ound  and so  r a t h e r  t h an  t a k e  each one o f  t h e s e  
v a r i o  5 t o p i c s  i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  us do o u r  s c h p e e l ,  s i t  down and t a k e  p u b l i c  
comment s ,  we a r e  g o i n g  t o  t a l k  a b ou t  a l l  t h r e e  o f  t h e s e  i s s u e s  and then s i t  
down.  T h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  r ound o f  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s .  We w i l l  t a k e  t he  comments ,  
do o u r  r e s e a r c h ,  and come up w i t h  some d r a f t  l anguage  t h a t  w i l l  a d d r e s s  t h e s e  
t h r e e  t o p i c s .  We w i l l  w r i t e  t h a t  up ,  p u b l i s h  i t ,  pu t  i t  o u t  f o r  p u b l i c  r e v i ew  
and comment ,  p r o b a b l y  in J u l y .  We w i l l  t hen have a second r ound o f  p u b l i c  
m e e t i n g s ,  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t  on t h e  second round o f  g e t t i n g  r e a c t i o n  and comments 
on t h e s e  d r a f t  amendments t o  t h e  p l a n .  The p u r p o s e  o f  t o n i g h t ' s  mee t i ng  i s 
r e a l l y  j u s t  t o  i n t r o d u c e  t h e  i s s u e s ,  g i v e  you t he  b r o a d  o u t l i n e s  o f  t h e  k i n d s  
o f  d e c i s i o n s  we a r e  g o i ng  t o  have  t o  make,  and then s i t  down.  I t ' s  r e a l l y  an 
o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  you t o  t e l l  us what  you t h i n k .  So we a r e  g o i ng  t o  t r y  t o  keep 
o u r  comments down t o  10 o r  15 m i n u t e s  and then t he  r e s t  o f  t he  mee t i n g  w i l l  be 
d e v o t e d  t o  p u b l i c  comment .  T he r e  a r e  a l o t  o f  p e o p l e  h e r e  wa n t i ng  t o  t a l k  
t o n i g h t  so  we a s k  you t o  l i m i t  y o u r  comments as  much as p o s s i b l e .  At abou t  
f i v e  m i n u t e s '  t ime  w e ' r e  g o i n g  t o  s t a r t  g e t t i n g  a n t s y  and a s k  you t o  t r y  and 
sum up .  So p l e a s e  l i m i t  y o u r  comments .  I f  i t  t u r n s  o u t  t h a t  we have t ime 
t owa r d s  t h e  end o f  t he  m e e t i n g ,  f e e l  f r e e  t o  s t and  up a g a i n .  T h e r e ' s  a 
s i g n - u p  s h e e t  on t he  f r o n t  d e s k .  We w i l l  r ead names o f f  o f  t h e  s i g n - u p  s h e e t  
f o r  t h o s e  p e o p l e  who wou l d  l i k e  t o  t e s t i f y .  W e ' l l  a l s o  us e  t h e  s i g n - u p  s h e e t  
t o  add y o u r  name and a d d r e s s  t o  t he  m a i l i n g  l i s t  and you w i l l  be n o t i f i e d  then 
o f  t h e  n e x t  r ound o f  p u b l i c  m ee t i n g s  and r e c e i v e  a d r a f t  o f  wh a t e v e r  l a nguage  
we a r e  w o r k i n g  up.  The r e  a r e  t h r e e  m a j o r  i s s u e s  f a c i n g  t h e  p a r k  t o d a y .  The r e  
a r e  a c t u a l l y  a l o t  more bu t  be cau se  o f  t im e ,  l a c k  o f  money ,  l a c k  o f  s t a f f ,  we 
have l i m i t e d  t he  s c ope  o f  t h i s  u pda t e  and r e v i ew  t o  t h r e e  m a j o r  t o p i c s .  And 
t h o s e  a r e :  r e s o r t  de ve l o pmen t  in t h e  p a r k ;  c ommerc i a l  h e l i c o p t e r  o p e r a t i o n s
and l a n d i n g s  in the  p a r k ;  and ,  t he  management and d e ve l o pmen t  o f  t h e  E ag l e  
R i v e r  G r e e n b e l t ,  wh i ch has j u s t  r e c e n t l y  been r e s t o r e d  t o  p u b l i c  own e r s h i p  and



w i l l  be managed a s  a p a r t  o f  t h e  p a r k .  The r e  a r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  p a c k e t s  and 
p a p e r s  on e a c 1. o f  t h e s e  t h r e e  t o p i c s  and w e ' l l  j u s t  be summing up wh a t ' s
a l r e a d y  w r i t t e n  down,  s o  you can f o l l o w  a l o n g  w i t h  me i f  y o u ' d  l i k e .  The 
f i r s t  t o p i c  t h a t  we 'd  l i k e  t o  t a k e  up t o n i g h t  i s  r e s o r t  d e ve l o pmen t  in the  
p a r k .  The t h i n g  t h a t  has  p r ompt ed  t h i s  i s  t h e  p r o p o s a l  by an A u s t r i a n  f i r m  t o  
b u i l d  and o p e r a t e  a m a j o r  y e a r - r o u n d  r e s o r t  in t h e  E a g l e  R i v e r  v a l l e y ,  e x ­
t e n d i n g  a s h o r t  ways up t he  main f o r k  o f  E a g l e  R i v e r  and t h e  Sou th  F o r k  o f
E a g l e  R i v e r  v a l l e y .  When we f i r s t  g o t  t h e  r e q u e s t  f r om t h e  f i r m  f o r  p e rm i s ­
s i o n  t o  use  a p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  p a r k ,  t h e  v i l l a g e  and mos t  o f  t h e  p a r k i n g ,  
b u i l d i n g ,  r e t a i l  and comme r c i a l  s pace  wou l d  a l l  be o c c u r r i n g ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
t h i s  p r o p o s a l ,  on p r i v a t e  l and  t h a t  a d j o i n s  t h e  p a r k .  Whe re  t h ey  need p e rm i s ­
s i o n  f r om S t a t e  P a r k s  i s  t o  use  s t a t e  p a r k  l a n d s  t o  b u i l d  and o p e r a t e  sk i
r u n s ,  t r a i l s ,  maybe some p a r k i n g ,  maybe some moun t a i n t o p  r e s t a u r a n t s ,  and i t  
i s  t h i s  use  o f  p u b l i c  l a n d s  t h a t  t h e y  have  a p p r o a ched  us a b o u t  and t h a t  i s  o u r  
m a j o r  c o n c e r n .  We ' r e  n o t  s o  much c o n c e r n ed  w i t h  what  t h e y  do w i t h  t h e i r  
p r i v a t e  l a n d .  Tha t  i s  r e a l l y  more t h e  p u r v i ew  o f  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  t h r o u gh  t he  
z o n i n g  o r d i n a n c e s .  But  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  p a r k  l and  we wou l d  l i k e  t o  know l )  i s  
t h i s  an a p p r o p r i a t e  use  o f  s t a t e  p a r k  l a n d s ,  and 2 )  i f  i t  i s ,  what  k i n d s  o f  
c o n t r o l s ,  s t i p u l a t i o n s ,  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  ough t  t o  o c c u r  b e f o r e  we g i v e  them o u r  
p e r m i s s i o n .  As f a r  as  t h e  r e s o r t  d e ve l o pmen t  i s  c o n c e r n e d ,  t h i s  i s  t he  f i r s t  
s t e p :  t h e  p l a n  u p da t e  and r e v i ew .  The second s t e p ,  wh i ch  wou l d  o c c u r  as sum­
i ng t h a t  t h i s  i s  a c o m p a t i b l e  a c t i v i t y  and we p r o c e e d ,  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  be a 
c o n t r a c t i n g  p r o c e s s .  We w i l l  p r e - q u a l i f y  a p p l i c a n t s ,  t r y  and a r r i v e  a t  a l i s t  
o f  p e o p l e  who a r e  c a p a b l e  and w i l l i n g ,  and then we w i l l  pu t  o u t  an RFP,  o r  
R eque s t  f o r  P r o p o s a l s ,  wh i ch  d e t a i l s  what  k i nd  o f  d e v e l o pmen t  we wou l d  l i k e  t o  
s e e  in t he  s t a t e  p a r k ,  and a s k  them t o  s a t i s f y  us t h a t  a l l  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  
e n v i r o n m en t a l  and s o c i a l  c o n c e r n s  have been a d d r e s s e d .  We a r e  r e l y i n g  on you 
t o  t e l l  us what  t h o s e  c o n c e r n s  a r e  and t h a t  r e a l l y  i s  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t o n i g h t ' s  
m e e t i n g .  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  a l l  I ' l l  s a y  on t h e  d o w n h i l l  s k i i n g  p r o p o s a l .  On t he  
management  and d e v e l o pmen t  o f  t h e  g r e e n b e l t ,  much o f  t he  b o t t o m l a n d s  o f  E ag l e  
R i v e r  w e r e ,  u n t i l  y e s t e r d a y ,  I g u e s s ,  p r i v a t e l y - o w n e d  l a n d ,  owned by the 
E k l u t n a  N a t i v e  C o r p o r a t i o n .  A l t h o u g h  t h e y  we re  v e r y  v a l u a b l e  r e c r e a t i o n  l and s  
and v e r y  v a l u a b l e  f o r  w i l d l i f e  as w e l l ,  t h e y  were  p r i v a t e  l a n d s  and s o  t e c h n i ­
c a l l y  a l l  o f  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  on t h o s e  b o t t o m l a n d s  was done in 
t r e s p a s s .  R e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  v a l u e s  o f  t h e s e  l a n d s ,  t h e  S t a t e  and E k l u t n a  
g o t  t o g e t h e r  and n e g o t i a t e d  a l and  e x change .  Tha t  l and  ex change  was j u s t  
c omp l e t e d  y e s t e r d a y  o r  t h e  day  b e f o r e ,  a pp r o v e d  by t h e  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  and 
w i l l  s oon be s i gn ed  by t h e  G o v e r n o r .  The e f f e c t  o f  t h a t  i s  t o  r e s t o r e  abou t  
^*,000 a c r e s  o f  v e r y  v a l u a b l e  r e c r e a t i o n  l and s  back  t o  t h e  p a r k ,  t o  be managed 
by t he  D i v i s i o n  o f  P a r k s  and d e v e l o p e d  as  w e l l .  The M u n i c i p a l i t y  r e c e n t l y  d i d 
a m a s t e r  p l a n  and management  p l a n  f o r  t h e  g r e e n b e l t  and made a number o f  
p r o p o s a l s  a b o u t  a c c e s s  p o i n t s ,  a b ou t  t r a i l s ,  and how t he y  o u gh t  t o  be managed.  
The r e  a r e  d i s p l a y  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  g r e e n b e l t  p l a n  t h e r e  on t h e  s i d e  t a b l e  and 
a l s o  a v a i l a b l e  f r om t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y .  So t he  q u e s t i o n  we have  f o r  you t o n i g h t  
i s  how s h o u l d  we manage t h a t  l and ?  S hou l d  i t  be d e v e l o p e d  f o r  i n t e n s i v e  
r e c r e a t i o n ?  Shou l d  a r e a s  t h a t  have h i gh  w i l d l i f e  v a l u e s  be a v o i d e d  and t r a i l s  
r e r o u t e d ?  S hou l d  m o t o r i z e d  a c t i v i t i e s  be s e p a r a t e d  f r om n o n - m o t o r i z e d  a c t i v ­
i t i e s ?  A number  o f  nu t s  and b o l t s  q u e s t i o n s  ab ou t  what  we ough t  t o  do w i t h  
t he  g r e e n b e l t .  I t ' s  a b i g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t h a t  we ' v e  j u s t  i n h e r i t e d  and we 
wou l d  l i k e  t o  know how t o  r e spond  t o  t he  demands t h a t  w e ' l l  be g e t t i n g  a lm o s t  
i n s t a n t l y .  The t h i r d  i s s u e  t h a t  we 'd  l i k e  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  t o n i g h t  i s  commer c i a l  
h e l i c o p t e r  o p e r a t i o n s  and l a n d i n g s  in t he  p a r k .  The 1980 m a s t e r  p l a n  d o e s n ' t  
a d d r e s s  t h i s  i s s u e  in any g r e a t  d e t a i l  e x c e p t  t o  s a y  t h a t  i t ' s  c o n d i t i o n a l l y  
c o m p a t i b l e .  We knowing t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  and t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y ,  we a r e  now
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f o r m u l a t i n g  a p a r k - w i d e  p o l i c y  t h a t  v / i l i  g o v e r n  wh e t h e r  h e l i c o p t e r s  a r e  g i v e n  
p e r m i s s i o n  t o  l and  in t he  p a r k ,  and i f  s o ,  unde r  what  c o n d i t i o n s  and in what  
a r e a s .  T h i s  was a b i g  i s s u e  w i t h  t h e  p a r k  j u s t  v e r y  r e c e n t l y ,  in t he  l a s t  two 
mon t h s ,  when a p r i v a t e  f i r m  r e q u e s t e d  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  l and  one  h e l i c o p t e r  p e r
day on a r i d g e t o p  t h a t  o v e r l o o k s  E a g l e  R i v e r  and An c ho r ag e .  Not  h a v i ng  any
k i nd  o f  o v e r a l l  p o l i c y  t h a t  wou l d  a d d r e s s  c ommerc i a l  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s ,  we 
d e n i e d  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  The r e  was a l o t  o f  p u b l i c  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t he  a p p l i c a ­
t i o n .  A l o t  o f  t h a t  we b e l i e v e  stemmed f r om  t he  p u b l i c ' s  n o t  knowing what  t o  
e x p e c t .  I f  t h i s  one a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  g r a n t e d ,  does  t h a t  mean t h a t  n e x t  week 
t h e r e  w i l l  be f i v e  more h e l i c o p t e r  f i r m s  a s k i n g  p e r m i s s i o n ?  And soon we have 
a s i t u a t i o n  l i k e  t h e r e  i s  in t h e  Grand Canyon and a l o n g  t he  c o a s t l i n e  o f  
Hawai i  whe r e  t h e y  a r e  a v e r y  i n t r u s i v e  a c t i v i t y  and r e a l l y  s p o i l  t h e  e x p e r i ­
ence  o f  o t h e r  p a r k  u s e r s :  p e o p l e  who a r e  on t h e  g r o u n d .  We d e n i ed  t h e
a p p l i c a t i o n .  The Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  A d v i s o r y  Boa r d  a s ked  us t o  deny ,  bu t  a l s o  
a s k ed  us t o  f o r m u l a t e  t h i s  p o l i c y  f o r  h e l i c o p t e r s  and t o  do i t  g o v e r n i n g  t h e
e n t i r e  p a r k ,  r a t h e r  t han on a c a s e - b y - c a s e  b a s i s .  So t h a t  i s  a summary o f  t h e
t h r e e  i s s u e s  t h a t  f a c e  us t o n i g h t .  A r e  t h e r e  any q u e s t i o n s  on how w e ' r e  g o i n g  
t o  c o n d u c t  t h e  mee t i n g  o r  any  o f  t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  i s s u e s  b e f o r e  we g e t  i n t o  
t he  a c t u a l  p u b l i c  comment? Okay ,  we w i l l  b e g i n  by c a l l i n g  names .  I f  y o u ' d  
l i k e  t o  t e s t i f y  and h a v e n ' t  a l r e a d y  s i g n e d  up ,  p l e a s e  do so  and we w i l l  b r i n g  
t h o s e  l i s t s  o v e r  and r ead  o f f  t h e  names .  The r e  a r e  maps .  F e e l  f r e e  t o  u s e  
t h o s e  maps as p a r t  o f  y o u r  t e s t i m o n y .  P l e a s e  s t e p  f o rw a r d  t o  t h i s  a r e a  so  
t h a t  we can p i c k  up y o u r  comments on t h e  m i c r o p h o n e .  We ' r e  r e c o r d i n g  t h i s  as  
w e l l  as  t a k i n g  n o t e s .

A1 M e i n e r s : I f  you s i g n e d  in and do no t  w i sh  t o  t e s t i f y ,  j u s t  wave y o u r  hand
a t  us  and w e ' l l  go on t o  t h e  n e x t  p e r s o n .  Ginny D eV r i e s  a s k ed  i f  she  c o u l d
t e s t i f y  e a r l y  be c au s e  she has t o  go somewhere in a b o u t  two m i n u t e s ,  so  i f
t h e r e ' s  no p r o b l em  w i t h  t h a t  we 'd a s k  h e r  t o  come f o rw a r d  and t e l l  us what  she  
has t o  s a y .  I f  y o u ' d  l i k e  you can s i t  r i g h t  h e r e  a t  t h e  t a b l e .

Ginny D e V r i e s : The f o l l o w i n g  comments a r e  t h e  o f f i c i a l  t e s t i m o n y  o f  t h e
A l a s k a  W i l d l i f e  A l l i a n c e  on t h e  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  m a s t e r  p l a n  r e g a r d i n g  
d o w n h i l l  s k i  a r e a  d e v e l o pme n t ,  c omme r c i a l  h e l i c o p t e r  a c t i v i t y ,  and t h e  E ag l e  
R i v e r  g r e e n b e l t .  The A l l i a n c e  o p p o s e s  any comme r c i a l  s k i  d e ve l o pmen t  on 
Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  l a n d s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  p r op o s ed  s k i  r e s o r t  in Sou t h  F o r k  o f  
E a g l e  R i v e r .  N a t u r a l l y ,  we a r e  c o nc e r n e d  ab ou t  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  impac t s  on 
s t a t e  p a r k  w i l d l i f e  such as  a d e v e l o pm en t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  on w o l v e s  and d a l l  
s heep  in t h e  v i c i n i t y .  We a r e  a l s o  c o nc e r n ed  abou t  t he  impac t s  a s k i  a r e a  
wou l d  have on a d j a c e n t  w i l d e r n e s s  l a n d s  in Sou th  F o r k  and S h i p  C r e e k  v a l l e y s .  
Why n o t  u s e  u n d e s i g n a t e d  s t a t e  l a n d s  f o r  a s k i  d e ve l o pmen t  i n s t e a d  o f  u s i n g
d e s i g n a t e d  p a r k  l a nd ?  P a r k  s t a t u s  i s  t he  mos t  p r o t e c t e d  d e s i g n a t i o n  we can
p r o v i d e  f o r  o u r  s t a t e  l a n d s  and a t  a t ime  when i r r e p l a c e a b l e  h a b i t a t  i s  f a s t
d i s a p p e a r i n g  f o r  o u r  w i l d l i f e ,  such l and  s h o u l d  n o t  be u n n e c e s s a r i l y  s a c ­
r i f i c e d  f o r  d e v e l o pmen t .  As we have  p r e v i o u s l y  t e s t i f i e d ,  we a r e  a g a i n s t  
h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  in Chugach S t a t e  P a r k .  The e x t r eme  n o i s e  o f  such l a n d i n g s  
wou l d  d e v a s t a t e  w i l d e r n e s s  and w i l d l i f e  v a l u e s  t h a t  p a r k s  a r e  supposed  t o  
p r e s e r v e .  We have he a r d  f r om  o u r  members ab ou t  t h e  i m p o s s i b l e  n o i s e  t h a t  
h e l i c o p t e r s  a r e  c a u s i n g  l o c a l  h i k e r s  and t o u r i s t s  when t h e y  t a k e  o f f  f r om
c r u i s e  s h i p s  and f l y  up t h e  g l a c i e r  in J u ne a u .  We s h o u l d  no t  be d e s t r o y i n g  
p a r k  v a l u e s  t o  c a t e r  t o  v i s i t o r s  who a r e  u n w i l l i n g  t o  s e e k  more than t he  mos t  
s u p e r f i c i a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  t h e  p a r k .  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  has  accommod, . '• and 
w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  accommodate c o m p a t i b l e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  d e v e l o pmen t .  (< : r a  1 
c ampg r ounds ,  a v i s i t o r  c e n t e r  w i t h  a h a n d i c a p p e d - a c c e s s i b l e  na tu  a i l ,
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d e v e l o p e d  t r a i l h e a d s ,  u n imp r o v ed  r o a d s  and a s y s t em o f  t r a i l s  a l r e a d y  p r o v i d e  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  a w i de  v a r i e t y  o f  u s e r s .  P a r k  o v e r f l i g h t s  a r e  a l r e a d y  a 
s u b s t a n t i a l  p r o b l e m .  To e x a c e r b a t e  i t  makes no s e n s e .  H e l i c o p t e r s  and
a i r p l a n e  o v e r f l i g h t s  a r e  a s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m  in o u r  p a r k s  in the Lower  i*8.
P l e a s e  keep comme r c i a l  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  o u t  o f  o u r  s t a t e  p a r k s .  S i n c e  t he
L e g i s l a t u r e  r a t i f i e d  t h e  e x change  t h a t  wou l d  add 3 , 5 0 0  a c r e  g r e e n b e l t  on bo t h
banks  o f  E ag l e  R i v e r ,  t h e  A l l i a n c e  wo u l d  l i k e  t o  s ee  t h e  a r e a  managed f o r  
maximum en j oymen t  o f  n o n - c o n s um p t i v e  u s e r s  such as  h i k e r s ,  c r o s s - c o u n t r y  
s k i i e r s  and p h o t o g r a p h e r s .  S p e c t a c u l a r  s c e n e r y  and w i l d l i f e  r e s o u r c e s  c a nno t  
be r e p l a c e d  and o u r  f i r s t  o b l i g a t i o n  v / i t h i n  t h e  p a r k  s y s t em  i s  t o  p r o t e c t  
t h e s e  v a l u e s .  We ha ve  a chanc e  t o  make t he  r i g h t  d e c i s i o n s  f o r  o u r  p a r k s  in 
A l a s k a  now. Thank you f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  comment .

A1 H e i n e r s : Thank y o u .

Dave S t e p h e n s : You h a ve  a q u e s t i o n  o f  us?

[ u n i n t e l I i g i b l e ]

A1 H e i n e r s : Cou l d  we h o l d  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  b e cau s e  o t h e r w i s e . . .

[ u n i n t e l 1 i g i b l e ]

Dave S t e p h e n s : We ' r e  n o t  h e r e  t o  t a l k  ba ck  and f o r t h .  Y o u ' r e  h e r e  t o  t a l k  t o
us.

______________: I wou l d l i k e  t o  have  an an swe r  t o  a q u e s t i o n ,  h owe v e r ,  wh i ch i s  a
number  t h a t  c o u l d  be g i v e n  and I d i d n ' t  g e t  a chance  t o  go b a ck  t o  my o f f i c e  
and l o o k  i t  up.  The a c r e a g e  t h a t  i s  b e i ng  r e q u e s t e d  f o r  t h e  r e s o r t  v e r s u s  t he  
t o t a l  p a r k  a c r e a g e .  I f  I c o u l d  have  t h o s e  two numbe r s ,  r o u g h l y .

Dave S t e p h e n s : We d o n ' t  have  an a c r e a g e  f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  amount  o f  s p ace  t h a t
wou l d  be d e vo t ed  t o  t h e  s k i  r u n s .  T he r e  i s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  R ogne r  p r o p o s a l ,  
t h e r e  i s  a 97 a c r e  p r i v a t e  p a r c e l  whe r e  mos t  o f  t h e  i n t e n s i v e  u s e s  wou l d  
o c c u r .  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  i s  a b o u t  5 0 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  and i f  I we r e  g u e s s i n g ,  j u s t  
o f f  t h e  t o p  o f  my he ad ,  I ' d  s ay  t h e r e  we r e  maybe 2 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  t o  b e . . .

[ u n i n t e l 1 i g i b l e ]

A1 M e i n e r s : P o s s i b l y ,  mo r e  than t h a t .  L e s s  than 10 .

Dave S t e p h e n s : We d o n ' t  know.

A1 M e i n e r s : Edgar  Smoo t ,  p l e a s e .

Edga r  Smoo t : Hy name i s  Edga r  Smoo t .  I 'm t he  Cha i rman o f  t h e  Communi ty and
Government  A f f a i r s  Commi t t e e  o f  t h e  C h u g i a k / E a g l e  R i v e r  Chamber  o f  Commerce.  
The Chamber  o f  Commerce s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t s  t h e  amendment o f  t h e  Chugach S t a t e  
P a r k  m a s t e r  p l a n  t o  a l l o w  f o r  d e v e l o pmen t  o f  t o u r i s t - ' e 1a t e d  i n d u s t r i e s  w i t h i n  
t h e  p a r k  b o u n d a r i e s .  We f e e l  t h a t  such a c t i v i t i e s  as d o w n h i l l  s k i i n g ,  f l o a t  
t r i p s  and f l i g h t s e e i n g  can be c o nd u c t e d  in an e n v i r o n m e n t a 11y - r e s p o n s i b 1e
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manne r .  A communi t y  a t t i t u d e  s u r v e y  was conduc t ed  by t he  T o u r i s t  Commi t t e e  o f  
t h e  Chamber  l a t e  l a s t  y e a r  and t h e  r e s u l t s  o v e rw h e l m i n g l y  s u p p o r t e d  t he  
d e v e l o pmen t  o f  a t o u r i s t  i n d u s t r y  In E a g l e  R i v e r .  Of  t h e  250 p e o p l e  s u r v e y e d ,  
9 0 $  f a v o r e d  such d e ve l opmen t .  A t e l e p h o n e  s u r v e y  i s  c u r r e n t l y  be i ng  c o ndu c t ed  
by t h e  Chambe r ' s  Economic De v e l o pmen t  Commi t t ee  t o  a s s e s s  communi ty a t t i t u d e s  
t owa r d s  e c onomi c  d e ve l o pmen t .  To i n s u r e  a s t a t i s t i c a  11 y - c o r r e c t  s u r v e y ,  *»00 
h o u s e h o l d s  a r e  be i ng  c o n t a c t e d  u s i n g  a r a n d o m l y - g e n e r a t e d  t e l e p h o n e  l i s t .  One 
o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  asked i s ,  "Do  you f a v o r  t h e  de ve l o pmen t  o f  a r e c r e a t i o n / r e ­
s o r t  f a c i l i t y ? "  Wi th 15$ o f  t h e  s u r v e y  c om p l e t e d ,  53 a r e  in f a v o r ,  e i g h t  a r e  
oppo s ed  o r  u nde c i d ed .  Because  o f  the random way the  t e l e p h o n e  number s  were 
s e l e c t e d ,  we f e e l  t h i s  i s  a t r u e  and u n b i a s e d  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t he  c ommun i t y ' s  
f e e l i n g s .  Ove r  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  v i s i t o r s  a y e a r  now u t i l i z e  the  E ag l e  R i v e r  V i s i t o r
C e n t e r  and i t s  t r a i l  s y s t ems  w i t h  a minimum impact  on the  e n v i r o n m e n t .  The 
Chamber  f e e l s  t h a t  t h i s  d e m on s t r a t e s  t h a t ,  w i t h  p r o p e r  c a r e ,  t h e  p a r k  can
s u p p o r t  t o u r i s t  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and a t  t h e  same t im e ,  t h e  e n v i r o nmen t  can be
p r o t e c t e d .  We wou l d  u r ge  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  P a r k s  t o  amend t h e  Chugach S t a t e  
P a r k  m a s t e r  p l a n  t o  a l l o w  f o r  t h e  o r d e r l y  and r e s p o n s i b l e  d e v e l opmen t  o f  t he  
t o u r i s t  i n d u s t r y  w i t h i n  the b o r d e r s  o f  t h e  p a r k .  Such deve l opmen t  p r o m i s e s  t o  
c r e a t e  hund r ed s  o f  j o b s  and b r i n g  m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  i n t o  o u r  s t a t e ' s  e c o n ­
omy.  Thank y ou .  Now I have t o  pu t  on my o t h e r  h a t  as  the  D i r e c t o r  f o r  t he  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  Chamber o f  Commerce and r e ad  a r e s o l u t i o n  t h a t  was a p p r o v ed
F e b r u a r y  2 0 ,  1 9 87  in J uneau ,  A l a s k a ,  a t  o u r  q u a r t e r l y  bo a r d  mee t i n g .  "Whe r e a s  
K a n a k i n a ,  I n c . ,  t h e  wh o l e l y - own e d  s u b s i d i a r y  o f  E k l u t n a ,  I n c . ,  and D r .  R o b e r t  
Rogne r  have  e n t e r e d  i n t o  a j o i n t  v e n t u r e  p a r t n e r s h i p  t o  d e v e l o p  a d o w n h i l l  s k i
r e s o r t  w i t h  a 1 , 5 0 0 - r o o m  h o t e l  c omp l ex  on 103 a c r e s  o f  l and l o c a t e d  lA m i l e s
f r om downtown Ancho r ag e ,  and Whe r e a s  t h i s  p r o j e c t  has an e s t im a t e d  d e v e l o pmen t
c o s t  o f  $ 1 7 0  m i l l i o n ,  making i t  one  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  i n v e s tmen t s  o f  p r i v a t e
c a p i t a l  in t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  and Whe r eas  s i g n i f i c a n t  numbers  o f  new 
t o u r i s t s  w i l l  be drawn f r om E u r o p e  and Japan  expand i ng  and s t r e n g h t e n i n g  t he
s t a t e ' s  t o u r i s m  i n d u s t r y  and b r o a d e n i n g  o u r  economi c  b a s e ,  and Whe r ea s  such a
wo r l d  c l a s s  c omp l ex  w i l l  enhance  t h e  s t a t e ' s  b i d  f o r  t he  199^ W i n t e r  O l ym p i c s ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  Be I t  R e s o l v ed  t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  Chamber o f  Commerce s u p p o r t s  
t he  d e v e l o pmen t  o f  thfe d o w nh i l l  s k i  r e s o r t  a l o n g  t h e  E a g l e  R i v e r  a n d ,  Be I t  
F u r t h e r  R e s o l v e d ,  t h a t  the  A l a s k a  S t a t e  Chamber o f  Commerce s u p p o r t s  the  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  e f f o r t s  t o  e x p e d i t e  t he  p e r m i t t i n g  p r o c e s s  r e q u i r e d  by t h i s  
d e v e l o p m e n t . "  S i g n e d ,  J im R i n e r s u n ,  Cha i rman ;  Geo rge  C r u i s e ,  P r e s i d e n t .  
Thank y o u .

P e t e  P a n a r e s e : Would i t  be o k a y  f o r  me t o  s umma r i z e ,  s i r ,  t h a t  y o u r  c o n c e r n
i s  t h a t  s u p p o r t  t h e  p r o j e c t  f o r  i t s  b e n e f i t  t o  t o u r i s m ?

Edga r  Sm o o t : Y e s .

A1 M e i n e r s : W i l l i a m  Reedy .

Wi 11 iam R e e d y : My name i s  W i l l i a m  Reedy .  I 'm a sma l l  bus i nes sman in E ag l e
R i v e r .  I a l s o  r e s i d e  in Eag l e  R i v e r .  I j u s t  have  a few b r i e f  comments I j u s t
want  t o  s a y .  In s u p po r t  o f  t h e  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t ,  a f t e r  s e v e r a l  c o n v e r s a ­
t i o n s  w i t h  many b u s i n e s s  p e o p l e  in the  a r e a ,  we f e e l  i t  wou l d be a t r emendou s  
s h o t  in t h e  arm,  a permanent  s h o t  in t h e  a rm,  f o r  the  b u s i n e s s  communi t y  t o  
have a r e s o r t  d e ve l opmen t  r i g h t  a c r o s s  t he  r i v e r .  The f i g u r e s  t h a t  have  been 
g i v e n  us i s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 , 0 0 0  j o b s  wou l d  be c r e a t e d  w i t h  t h i s  d e v e l o pm en t ,  
and t h a t  wou l d  be n o t h i ng  but  a p l u s  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  who a r e  unemp l oyed in o u r  
a r e a .  We f e e l  t h a t  the r e s o r t  i t s e l f  wou l d  be t he  s a f e s t  and c l e a n e s t  avenue
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o f  e c onomi c  d e ve l o pmen t  as  opposed t o  l a r g e  i n d u s t r y  o r  f a c t o r y ,  s ome th i ng  o f  
t h a t  n a t u r e .  So ,  t h i s  i s  t he  o n l y  i s s u e  t h a t  i 'm r e a l l y  g o i n g  t o  a d d r e s s ,  i s  
t h e  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t  and t he  o t h e r  i t em I wanted t o  men t i on  i s  t h a t  t he  
E a g l e  R i v e r  a r e a  i s  s u r r o u n d e d ,  a b o u t  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  i t ,  i s  s u r r o u n d e d  by 
Chugach S t a t e  P a r k .  The r e  a r e  l i m i t e d  a r e a s  o f  a c c e s s  t o  t he  p a r k  and we
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  r e s o r t  wou l d a l s o  add e x t r a  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  p a r k .  I t h ank  you 
f o r  y o u r  t im e .

A1 M e i n e r s ; Thank y ou ,  W i l l i a m .  J a n e t  W i l s o n .

J a n e t  Wi i s o n : I ' l l  p a s s .

A1 H e i n e r s : Okay .  C a r l  B i s t o l .  Tony Sm i t h .

Tony S m i t h : I ' l l  p a s s .

A1 Me i n e r s :  Okay .  S t e v e n  Smi t h .

S t e v e n  Smi t h : My ___ name i s  S t e v e  Sm i t h .  I 'm w i t h  A l a s k a  H e l i c o p t e r s ,  I n c .
A l a s k a  H e l i c o p t e r  s u p p o r t s  t h e  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  in t h e  de ve l opmen t  o f  a 
m a s t e r  p l a n  wh ich w i l l  i n c l u d e  d e s i g n a t e d  l a n d i n g  a r e a s  f o r  h e l i c o p t e r s  w i t h i n  
t he  p a r k  b o u n d a r i e s .  We b e l i e v e  l a n d i n g s  in t he  p a r k  a r e  c o mp a t i b l e  w i t h  
o t h e r  l and  u s e s  and hope o u r  37 y e a r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  l a n d i n g  in e n v i r o n ­
m e n t a l l y  s e n s i t i v e  a r e a s  can be o f  a s s i s t a n c e  in t h e  d e s i g n  o f  such a p l a n .  
Thank y ou .

A1 M e i n e r s : Thank y o u ,  S t e v e .  L a r r y  W i l l i a m s .

L a r r y  W i 1 1 i am s : My name i s  L a r r y  W i l l i a m s  and I am an Ancho r age  r e s i d e n t  and
I am s p e a k i n g  t o n i g h t  in b e h a l f  o f  t h e  Ame r i c an  W i l d e r n e s s  A l l i a n c e ,  a n a t i o n ­
a l  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w i t h  h e a d q u a r t e r s  in D e n v e r ,  C o l o r a d o .  Now t h e  
model  o f  t he  Ame r i can  W i l d e r n e s s  A l l i a n c e  i s  w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  t o  c o n s e r v e  w i l d  
Ame r i c a .  H o p e f u l l y ,  we can wo rk  t o g e t h e r  t o n i g h t  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  c o n s e r v e  a 
v e r y  s p e c i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  w i l d  Amer i ca  —  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k .  I f  Chugach S t a t e  
P a r k  we r e  l o c a t e d  in any o t h e r  s t a t e  in t h e  U n i o n ,  i t  wou l d  be a n a t i o n a l  
p a r k .  I d a r e s a y  i t  wou l d  be c o n s i d e r e d  one o f  t h e  c r own j e w e l s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ­
a l  p a r k  s y s t em .  B u t ,  i t  i s  n o t .  I t  i s  a s t a t e  p a r k  and we can a l l  t a k e  g r e a t  
p r i d e  in t h a t  f a c t ,  
v a r  i ed  w i 1d 1 i f e  and 
s t u n n i n g  w i l d e r n e s s  panorama a t  t he  v e r y  back  d o o r  o f  A l a s k a ' s  l a r g e s t  c i t y .  
I t  i s  t h i s  w o n d e r f u l ,  s e em i n g l y  i m p o s s i b l e  d i c h o t omy  o f  p r i s t i n e  w i l d e r n e s s  
c o - e x i s t i n g  s i d e - b y - s i d e  w i t h  a t e ami ng  m e t r o p o l i s  t h a t  g i v e s  r i s e  t o  t h e  
u n i q u e n e s s  o f  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k .  I know o f  no o t h e r  p l a c e  on o u r  p l a n e t  
whe r e  t h e  bounda r y  between w i l d e r n e s s  and c i v i l i z a t i o n  i s  so  c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d  
and so  amaz i ng t o  b e h o l d .  I t  c o u l d  h a ve  e a s i l y  been o t h e r w i s e .  The r e  c o u l d  
e a s i l y  have been h o u s i ng  t r a c t s  n e s t l e d  up a g a i n s t  E a g l e  G l a c i e r ,  E a g l e  
G l a c i e r  Vi ew.  The r e  c o u l d  have e a s i l y  been s t r i p  m a i l s  r i g h t  in t h e  v e r y  
h e a r t  o f  Sh i p  C r e e k .  The r e  pe r haps  ev en  c o u l d  have  been a m a j o r  s k i  r e s o r t  in 
t h e  Sou t h  F o r k  o f  E a g l e  R i v e r  V a l l e y .  I n s t e a d ,  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  wisdom and 
f o r e s i g h t ,  we have a p r i s t i n e  w i l d e r n e s s ,  an a c c e s s i b l e  w i l d e r n e s s ,  r i g h t  
o u t s i d e  o u r  d o o r .  The s t a t e  p a r k . . . a p p r o p r i a t e  d e v e l o pmen t  in o u r  p a r k .  Now 
comes a p r o p o s a l  t h a t  a s k s  f o r  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  change t h e  management d i r e c t i o n  
o f  a l l  p a r k s .  Tha t  a s k s  f o r  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  i n t e n s i v e l y  d e v e l o p  a p o r t i o n  o f  
o u r  w i l d e r n e s s .  A de ve l opmen t  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  d o w n h i l l  s k i i n g  d e l i g h t  o f

Wi t h  i t ' s  rugged g l a c i a t e d  m o u n t a i n s ,  i t ' s  f r u i t f u l  and 
i t ' s  wide  a r r a y  o f  w i l d f l o w e r s ,  t h e  p a r k  p r e s e n t s  a
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J an e  W u r b e r t h :  P a s s .

Al  M e i n e r s : Okay .  S a l l y  Long .

Sa 1 1 y L o n g : I wou l d  l i k e  t o  s ay  t h a t  1 c o n c u r  w i t h  t he  g e n t l eman  t h a t  j u s t
f i n i s h e d  s p e a k i n g .  Thank you .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y ou .  E l i z a b e t h  C a r r o l l .

p r i n c i p a l l y  w e l l - t o - d o  J a p an e s e  and Eu r opean  t o u r i s t s .  The p r o p o s a l  a s k s  t h a t  
we A l a s k a n s  compromi se  t he  w i l d e r n e s s  i n t e g r i t y  o f  o u r  p a r k  t o  s e t  a new 
d e v e l o p m e n t - m i n d e d . . . and t one  t o  p a r k  management .  In r e t u r n ,  A l a s k a n s  * r e  
p r om i s e d  j o b s .  Do i ng  wha t ,  b e s i d e s  t e mp o r a r y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s ,  wo r k i ng  
p e r h a p s  a t  minimum wages as  w a i t e r s ,  b e dmake r s ,  s l o p e  t e n d e r s  f o r  impo r t ed  
management  s t a f f .  Now, A l a s k an s  have a r e p u t a t i o n  o f  b e i n g  a p r oud  p e o p l e ,  o f  
d i s p l a y i n g  a v e r y  f i e r c e  i n d i v i d u a l i s m  and have  t a k en  g r e a t '  p r i d e  in o u r  
s t a t e .  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  was e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  t h e  e n j o ymen t  and p l e a s u r e  o f  
t h e  p e o p l e  o f  A l a s k a  and we have done a r e m a r k a b l e  j o b  o f  m a i n t a i n i n g  the  
w i l d e r n e s s  c h a r a c t e r  and w i l d e r n e s s  i n t e g r i t y  o f  o u r  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k .  Le t  
us c o n t i n u e  t o  do s o  by d eny i ng  t h i s  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  d e v e l o pmen t  scheme.  As f a r  
a s  t he  E a g l e  R i v e r  g r e e n b e l t  g o e s ,  we w i s h  we c o u l d  m a i n t a i n  i t s  w i l d e r n e s  
c h a r a c t e r .  And a s  f o r  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s ,  we f i n d  t h o s e  t o  be a c t i v i t i e s  
t h a t  a r e  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  w i t h i n  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k .  Thank you .

Al  H e i n e r s : Thank y ou ,  L a r r y .  John Q u i n l e y .

Al  M e i n e r s :  J a ne  W u r b e r t h .

J ohn  Q u i n l e y : P a s s .

E 1 i z a b e t h  C a r r o l  1 : I 'm E l i z a b e t h  C a r r o l l  and I 'm s p e a k i n g  f o r  no one but
m y s e l f  and I wou l d  l i k e  t o  say  t h a t  w h i l e  I l i v e  in t h a t  a r e a  t h a t  i s  unde r
d i s c u s s i o n  t o n i g h t  and I f e e l  v e r y  s t r o n g l y  t h a t  t h e  p a r k  was e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r
t he  p e o p l e  o f  A l a s k a  and m o s t l y  t h e r e  a r e  b a c k p a c k e r s  and t r a i l s ,  but  t he  i dea
o f . . . .  I t h i n k  i t ' s  comp r omi s i ng  o u r  i d e a l s  when we pu t  t h e  s k i  l i f t s  and a l l  
t h a t  s t u f f . . . i n t o  t h e  a r e a  t h e y ' r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h a t ' s  t r u e  
o f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s ,  t o o ,  i n t he  p a r k .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y ou .  R.  J o hn s on .

R. J o h n s o n : P a s s .

Al  M e i n e r s : Sha r o n  Wa r b a t h -Wh i t e .

Sha r o n  W a r b a t h - W h i t e : P a s s .

Al  M e i n e r s : S u r e .  K i r k  C u r r y .

K i r k  C u r r y : P a s s .

Al  M e i n e r s : Don F o l l o w s .

Don F o l l o w s : My name i s  Don F o l l o w s .  I 'm a l and  us e  c o n s u l t a n t  h e r e  in
An ch o r a g e .  I 'm f o r m e r l y  a p a r k  p l a n n e r  and i n t e r p r e t i v e . . . a t  t he  E a g l e  R i v e r



s i t e .  I have  t o  t a k e  d e f e r e n c e .  I s p en t  20  y e a r s  in t he  N a t i o n a l  Pa r k
S e r v i c e  h e l p i n g  t o  c r e a t e  some 22 new n a t i o n a l  p a r k s  in t he  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,
s t u d y i n g  some 70 m i l l i o n  a c r e s .  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  i s  no t  o f  n a t i o n a l  s i g n i f ­
i c a n c e  and i t  i s  n o t ,  c o u l d  n e v e r  be ,  a n a t i o n a l  p a r k .  Howeve r ,  i t  i s  a v e r y
o u t s t a n d i n g  a r e a  and one  wh ich has v a l u e s  wh i ch  need t o  be s h a r e d  by p u b l i c s ,
v a l u e s  which a r e  imp o r t a n t  t o  A l a s k a n s  as  w e l l  as t o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  v i s i t o r s .
I t h i n k  t h e  p r op o s e d  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s k i  f a c i l i t y  i s  one  which does  not  
d e t r i m e n t a l l y  impa i r  t h e  e n t i r e  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  and i t ' s  on e  wh i ch c e r t a i n ­
l y  can h e l p  s t i m u l a t e  t h e  economy.  I t  can h e l p  p r o v i d e  f o r  a p l a n n i n g  v e n t u r e  
t h a t  can be done  in a c o m p a t i b l e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  s e n s i t i v e  manne r .  Thank you .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y ou ,  Don.  W i l l  E l d e r .

W i l l  E l d e r : P a s s .

Al H e i n e r s : P a s s .  C l i f f  Eames.

C l i f f  Eames : My name i s  C l i f f  Eames.  I am w i t h  t h e  A l a s k a  C e n t e r  f o r  the
E n v i r o nmen t .  We wou l d  l i k e  t o  a d d r e s s  t h i s  e v e n i n g ,  r e g a r d i n g  t he  s k i  r e s o r t  
d e v e l o pmen t ,  j u s t  a s i n g l e  q u e s t i o n  and t h a t  i s  t h e  v e r y  f undamen t a l  one o f  
whe t h e r  d o w n h i l l  s k i  r e s o r t  d e v e l opmen t  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  in Chugach S t a t e  P a r k .  
We w i l l  s ubmi t  f a r  mor e  d e t a i l e d  comments on v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  p o s s i b l e  sk i  
r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t  s h o r t l y .  We t h i n k  i t ' s  f a i r  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  p a r k
s y s t em ,  e s p e c i a l l y  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k ,  i s  a t  a c r o s s r o a d s  and t he  q u e s t i o n  
t h a t  we seem t o  be a s k i n g  o u r s e l v e s  i s  wh e t h e r  we w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  use  o u r  
p a r k s  f o r  t r a d i t i o n a l ,  r e l a t i v e l y  l ow impact  and r e l a t i v e l y  u n o b t r u s i v e  uses  
l i k e  a u t o  camping a t  c e v e l o p e d  campgrounds  on t h e  p e r i p h e r y  o f  t h e  p a r k ,  
v i s i t s  t o  and n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  a t  a v i s i t o r  c e n t e r  o r  c e n t e r s ,  
p i c n i c k i n g  and a c t i v i t i e s  l i k e  w a l k i n g ,  b e r r y  p i c k i n g ,  s k i i n g  and p a c k i n g .  Or 
w i l l  a m a j o r  f o c u s  o f  p a r k  management be t he  p e r m i t t i n g  o r  c o n c e s s i o n i n g  o f  
m a j o r  c omme r c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  and d e v e l o pmen t ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  s u b s t a n t i a l  
impac t s  on w i l d e r n e s s ,  w i l d l i f e ,  s c e n i c  and o t h e r  n a t u r a l  v a l u e s  t h a t  w i l l  
i n e v i t a b l y  r e s u l t .  W i l l  any p l a c e  be l e f t  f o r  a r e t r e a t  o r  a human r e f u g e  
f r om the  n o i s e  o f  t h e  c i t y  and f r om the comme r c i a l  a c t i v i t y  in t he  c i t y  t h a t  
most  o f  us have t o  engage  in in o r d e r  t o  make a l i v i n g  o r  t o  s a t i s f y  o u r  needs 
o r  o u r  wa n t s .  P a r k  s t a t u s  i s  t he  mos t  p r o t e c t i v e  d e s i g n a t i o n  t h a t  we can g i v e
to o u r  s t a t e  l a n d s .  P a r k s  a r e  v e r y  s p e c i a l .  A l l  o f  o u r  s t a t e  l and s  d e s e r v e
the  g r e a t e s t  amount  o f  p r o t e c t i o n  t h a t  we can r e a s o n a b l y  g i v e  them,  r e c o g n i z ­
i ng ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  c omp l e t e  p r o t e c t i o n  i s  n o t  the  h i g h e s t  and b e s t  use o f  
a l l  o f  o u r  p u b l i c  l e n d s .  But  t he  g o a l  f o r  o u r  s t a t e  p a r k s ,  l i k e  Chugach,
D e n a l i ,  Kachemak and W o o d - T i k c h i k ,  s h o u l d  be t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  
v a l u e s  t h a t  make A l a s k a  s p e c i a l ,  w h i l e  accommodate t r a d i t i o n a l  l ow impac t ,  
u n o b t r u s i v e  u s e s ,  u s e s  r a n g i n g ,  i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  f r om moun t a i n  c l i m b i n g  by t h o s e  
who s e e k  e x t r eme  p h y s i c a l  and me. i t a l  c h a l l e n g e s ,  t o  a w a l k  o f  j u s t  20 o r  30 
f e e t  f r om  o n e ' s  c a r  t o  a p i c n i c  t a b l e  o r  t h e  v i s i t o r  c e n t e r .  Fo r  t h o s e  who
a r e n ' t  p h y s i c a l l y  a b l e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n ,  o r  j u s t  a r e n ' t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  the
more s t r e n u o u s  ways o f  e n j o y i n g  t h e  p a r k .  We f e e l  v e r y  s t r o n g l y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,
t h a t  d o w nh i l l  s k i  r e s o r t  d e ve l o pmen t  i s  an e n t i r e l y  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  us e  n
Chugach S t a t e  P a r k .  A l t e r n a t i v e s  do e x i s t .  F o r  e x amp l e ,  on f e d e r a l  l and s  in 
the N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  whe r e  a s i t e  a n a l y s i s  i s  on h o l d ,  h owev e r ,  because  the 
F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  i s  u n c e r t a i n  a b ou t  t he  magn i t ude  o f  t h e  demand f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  
d o wn h i l l  s k i i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  in s o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a ,  and on s t a t e  l a n d s  t h a t  
have no t  been s p e c i a l l y  d e s i g n a t e d  by the  L e g i s l a t u r e .  In t h e  H a t c h e r  Pass  
a r e a  where an e x t e n s i v e  and v e r y  p u b l i c  p l a n n i n g  p r o c e s s  l e d  t o  a d e c i s i o n  to
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make l and a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a d o w n h i l l  s k i  r e s o r t ,  t h a t  t h e  c omme r c i a l  i n t e r e s t  i s  
t h e r e ,  where  an a d v i s o r y  b o a r d  has a l r e a d y  been e s t a b l i s h e d  and has met a t  
l e a s t  tw i c e ,  and whe r e  a number  o f  p r e l i m i n a r y  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  i n t e r e s t  have  
a l r e a d y  been r e c e i v e d .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  j u s t  t ouch  o n  t h e  economi c  q u e s t i o n  
because  t h a t  seems t o  be t he  f o c u s  o f  a l o t  o f  p e o p l e s '  c o n c e r n s .  I ' v e  h e a r d  
a l o t  o f  a r gumen t s  on b o t h  s i d e s  as  t o  whether  t h i s  p r o j e c t  w i l l  o r  w i 11 no t  
p r o v i d e  s u b s t a n t i a l  ec onomic  d e v e l o p m en t s .  We t h i n k  i t ' s  r e a l  im p o r t a n t  t h a t  
t he  d i v i s i o n  a t t e m p t  t o  s e r i o u s l y  answer  t hese  q u e s t i o n s  w i t h  an a d eq u a t e  
s t udy  which s h o u l d  be f unded  no t  by t he  s t a t e ,  w h i c h  has  v e r y  f ew f u nd s  
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s t u d i e s  o f  t h i s  s o r t ,  bu t  by any p r o p o s e d  d e v e l o p e r s .  F i n a l l y ,  
we a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  by t he  p u b l i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  p r o c e s s  t h a t  we s e e  u n f o l d i n g  
bu t  we ' r e  s t i l l  s k e p t i c a l ,  I 'm a f r a i d ,  and we w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r e s s  f o r  a 
c o mp l e t e l y  o p en  and p u b l i c  d e c i s i o n  making p r o ce s s  i n  wh i ch  t he  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  
i s  based p r i m a r i l y  on r e s o u r c e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  r a t h e r  t h a n  e c onom i c  and p o l i t i ­
c a l  ones .  The  s t a t e  has a s e r i o u s  c r e d i b i l i t y  p r o b l e m  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  p r o ­
p o s a l .  P e o p l e  who have an i n t e r e s t  in the p r o p o s a l  f o r  a w i de  v a r i e t y  o f  
r e a s o n s ,  t h a t  i s  n o t  j u s t  c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s ,  a r e  s t i l l  c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  t h e  b a s i c
d e c i s i o n  on t h i s  p r o j e c t  m i gh t  a l r e a d y  have been made and t h a t  money m i g h t  be
t a l k i n g  much,  much l o u d e r  t han any o f  t h e  r e s t  o f  u s  can e v e r  hope t o  t a l k .
Rega rd i ng  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s ,  we f e e l  i t ' s  a s e r i o u s  i m p o s i t i o n  on t h e  p u b l i c
t o  a s k  us t o  come o u t  a g a i n ,  j u s t  s e v e r a l  weeks a f t e r  a p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  was 
h e l d  on t he  same i s s u e .  O f  c o u r s e ,  you he a r ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  I wou l d  l i k e  t o  
s ay  i n i t i a l l y  we d o n ' t  i n t e nd  t o  d e b a t e  whethe r  t h e r e  i s  o r  w i l l  be a s u b s t a n ­
t i a l  demand f o r  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  i n s i d e  the p a r k .  T h e r e  c o u l d  be a t r emen ­
dous demand and t h a t ' s  what  makes t h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  a l l o w i n g  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  
so f r i g h t e n i n g .  But  no t  e v e r y  demand s hou l d  be met  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  magn i ­
t ude  o f  a d v e r s e  impac t s  on t r a d i t i o n a l  p a r k  u s e s .  T h e r e  c o u l d  be a s u b s t a n ­
t i a l  demand f o r  a t r amway up t h e  K a h i l t n a  G l a c i e r  b u t  t h a t  d o e s n ' t  mean t h a t  
we would meet  i t .  We ' ve  r e s u b m i t t e d  a coup l e  o f  l e t t e r s  t h a t  we p r e p a r e d  
e a r l i e r  on p r o p o s e d  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  in the p a r k  and  w e ' l l  j u s t  h i g h l i g h t  
*ome o f  o u r  c o n c e r n s .  They a r e  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  l oud a nd  can be h e a r d  f o r  l on g  
d i s t a n c e s .  They  can d i s t u r b  w i l d l i f e  and t h ey  c l e a r l y  a r e  t r em en d o u s l y  
d i s t u r b i n g  t o  o t h e r  p a r k  u s e r s  and l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s .  As has a l r e a d y  been 
p o i n t e d  o u t ,  t h e y  a r e  a s e r i o u s  p r o b l em  in Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  and we s h o u l d  be 
a d d r e s s i n g  o v e r f l i g h t s  in t h e  p a r k ,  n o t  p e rm i t t i n g  l a n d i n g s .  They a r e  v e r y ,  
v e r y  s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m  in p a r k s  in t h e  Lower A8. I n some a r e a s  o f  t h e  Grand 
Canyon,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  a i r c r a f t  n o i s e  i s  e v i d e n t  up t o  95% o f  t h e  t im e .  A l l o w ­
ing l and i ng s  a n ywh e r e  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r k  would se t  a d a n g e r o u s  p r e c e d e n t .  A new 
c o n s t i t u e n c y  f o r  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  wou l d  be c r e a t e d  wh i c h  w i l l  be d i f f i c u l t ,  i f  
n o t  i m p o s s i b l e ,  t o  r e s i s t  when a d d i t i o n a l  access  i s  i n e v i t a b l y  r e q u e s t e d .  And 
a g a i n ,  r e a s o n a b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  do e x i s t .  Those p e o p l e  d e s i r i n g  a v i ew  can g e t  
one  t h a t  i s  a t  l e a s t  a s  good by d r i v i n g  a p r i v a t e  v e h i c l e  o r  c omme r c i a l  van o r  
bus up the A r c t i c  V a l l e y  r o a d .  Those  d e s i r i n g  a h e l i c o p t e r  r i d e  can t a k e  one  
w i t h o u t  l a n d i n g  o r  can l a nd  o u t s i d e  o f  t he  p a r k .  R e g a r d i n g  t h e  E a g l e  R i v e r  
g r e e n b e l t ,  w e ' v e  d e v o t e d  a f a i r  amount  o f  t ime t o  t h e s e  o t h e r  i s s u e s  and we 'd  
l i k e  t o  r e v i ew  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y ' s  e x i s t i n g  p l an and t h e n  s ubm i t  some w r i t t e n  
comments on t h a t  p r o p o s a l .  We a r e  v e r y ,  v e r y  happy t o  s e e  i t  added t o  t h e  
p a r k .  Thank y ou  f o r  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y .

Al M e i n e r s : Than k  y o u .  R i c k  Ma ron .

R i c k  Maron : My name i s  R i c h a r d  Ma ron .  I am r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f
F r i e n d s  o f  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k .  We f e e l  an a d d i t i o n a l  d o w n h i l l  s k i  a r e a  
deve l opmen t  i s  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  in a p a r k .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  o f  t he  m a s s i v e  s c a l e
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be i ng  p r oposed by R o g n e r  T o u r l s t l k  in t h e  E ag l e  R i v e r  and S o u t h  F o r k  v a l l e y s .  
F i r s t *  we o b j e c t  t o  t h e  p a r k  l a n d s  b e i n g  used f o r  ma j o r  c o m m e r c i a l  d e ve l o pmen t  
r e g a r d l e s s  o f  w h e t h e r  t h a t  d e v e l o pmen t  i s  f o r  a r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t y  o r  n o t .  
Th i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s k i  r e s o r t  c o n c e p t  d i d n ' t  s t a r t  ou t  w i t h  A l a s k a n s  s e e k i ng  
a d d i t i o n a l  sk i  r e c r e a t i o n  in j u r  p a r k ,  bu t  i ns t ead  s t a r t e d  w i t h  a d e v e l o p e r  
who needed moun t a i n s  on wh ich t o  b u i l d  t h e  s k i  a r ea  t o  a t t r a c t  t o u r i s t s  t o  h i s  
r e s o r t  in the v a l l e y .  The use  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  downh i l l  s k i  a r e a  in Chugach 
S t a t e  P a r k  a t  A r c t i c  V a l l e y  can be used as  a gauge o f  t h e  l o c a l  demand f o r  
d o wn h i l l  s k i i n g  in t h e  p a r k .  The u s e  o f  t h a t  a r ea  i s n o t  o v e rwh e lm i n g .  The 
i s s u e  he r e  i s no t  o n e  o f  p r o v i d i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  d ownh i l l  s k i  o p p o r t u n i t y  in
Chugach ,  the i s s u e  i s  o p en i ng  a p a r k  t o  l a r g e  s c a l e  c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o pmen t .  
S e cond ,  we a r e  a l a r m e d  t o  s e e  s o  much l o c a l  s uppo r t  f o r  t h i s  p r o j e c t  a p p a r e n t ­
l y  coming f rom t h o s e  h o p i n g  t o  s e e  b o t h  s h o r t -  and l o n g - t e r m  economi c  b e n e f i t .  
We r e a l i z e  the s t a t e  i s  e x p e r i e n c i n g  s e r i o u s  economic p r o b l e m s .  We f e e l
sympathy  f o r  t h o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who a r e  in t u r n  s u f f e r i n g  f i n a n c i a l  woes .  But  
we d o n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  l a n d s  wh i ch  we r e  s e t  a s i d e  f o r  a s t a t e  p a r k  s h o u l d  succumb 
t o  deve l opment  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  immed i a t e  economic s i t u a t i o n .  What i f  t h e  
economy d o e s n ' t  i m p r o v e  o r  wo r s e n s  in t h e  upcoming y e a r s .  W i l l  t h i s  p a r k  be 
t h e  t a r g e t  o f  o t h e r  m a s s i v e  d e v e l o pmen t  i d e a s ?  We f e e l  t h i s  p r o j e c t  d e s e r v e s  
t h o r o ug h  economic s t u d y  t o  t r y  t o  f o r e c a s t  t he  t r ue  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  impac t  on 
t he  economy,  t h o r o ug h  s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  impac t  on w i l d l i f e  and  o t h e r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  
v a l u e s  o f  the p a r k ,  an o b j e c t i v e  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  whe t h e r  o r  n o t  i t  i s  even
f e a s i b l e  t o  o p e r a t e  a  d o w n h i l l  s k i  a r e a  o f  t h i s  s i z e  i n  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k .  
Whe the r  i t  w i l l  o f f e r  s k i i n g  o f  t h e  q u a l i t y  ne ce s s a r y  t o  d r aw t o u r i s t s  f r om  
Eu r ope  and As i a .  I s  i t  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  i f  t h i s  p r o j e c t  w e r e  t o  be b u i l t  i t
wou l d  mean s h o r t - t e r m  ec onomi c  b e n e f i t  s temming f rom t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  phase  
o n l y  t o  l eave  the  D i v i s i o n  o f  P a r k s  in a f ew yea r s  w i t h  an i n o p e r a t i v e  s k i  
a r e a  on i t s  hands a n d  on A l a s k a n s '  m o u n t a i n s .  Rega rd i ng  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  
in t h e  p a r k ,  h e l i c o p t e r s  a r e  e x t r e m e l y  l oud  and not  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  v a l u e s
p r e s e n t l y  en j oyed  i n  t h e  summer in t h e  p a r k .  They can o n l y  be an i n t r u s i o n  on
t h e  en j oyment  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  v a l u e s  o f  t h e s e  mount a i n s .  We a d v o c a t e  a c l e a r  
p o l i c y  in the mas t e  p l a n  p r o h i b i t i n g  r e c r e a t i o n a l ,  t o u r i s m - o r i e n t e d  l a n d i n g s  
in t h e  p a r k .  A n c h o r a g e  r e s i d e n t s  a r e  v e r y  f o r t u n a t e  t o  h a v e  n e a r  a t  hand such 
a b e a u t i f u l  s t a t e  p a r k  wh i ch  i s  l a r g e l y  u n d i s t u r b e d  by m an k i n d  and o f f e r i n g  an 
a r e a  t o  escape f r om t h e  r em i n d e r s  o f  o u r  l oud  mechani zed s o c i e t y .  H e l i c o p t e r s  
r i d e s  a r e ,  I 'm s u r e ,  i n v i g o r a t i n g  t o  t h e  t o u r i s t s  who t r a v e l  t o  A l a s k a  in t he  
summer .  We a l l  hope t o  s ee  them e n j o y i n g  t h e i r  v a c a t i o n s  h e r e  bu t  d o i ng  so  in
such a way as no t  t o  d i s r u p t  t h e  e n j o ymen t  o f  park u s e r s  on t h e  g r ound  and
p a r k  wi l d l  i f e .  Thank  y o u .

Al M e i n e r s ; Thank y o u .  W i l l i a m  Cox .

Wi 11 jam Cox : My name i s  B i l l  Cox and I l i v e  and work in A n c h o r a g e .  I ' v e  been
an Ancho rage  r e s i d e n t  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s .  I 'm he r e  t o n i g h t  j u s t  r e p r e s e n t i n g  
m y s e l f ,  e x p r e s s i ng  my own v i ew s .  The f i r s t  t h i n g  I ' d  l i k e  t o  comment on i s  
t he  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  and I j u s t  want  t o  s ay  t h a t  I 'm o p p o s e d  t o  any commer­
c i a l  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  in Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  and I t h i n k  t h a t  s h o u l d  be 
i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  n e x t  m a s t e r  p l a n .  I 'm e s p e c i a l l y  c o n c e r n e d  ab ou t  t he  
n o i s e  and the e f f e c t s  i t ' s  g o i n g  t o  have  on o t he r  u s e r s  o f  t h e  p a r k  and 
w i l d l i f e .  I t ' s  a l r e a d y  been men t i o n e d  t h e  p r ob l ems  t h a t  a r e  happen i ng  in some 
o f  t h e  pa r k s  in the L owe r  48 and t h e r e  has been a r t i c l e s  i n  t he  pape r  wh a t ' s  
g o i ng  on down in t h e  J u ne a u  a r e a  w i t h  d o z en s  o f  h e l i c o p t e r s  f l y i n g  up t o  t he  
g l a c i e r .  I t h i nk  t h e  o n l y  p e o p l e  t h a t  b e n e f i t  f r om the h e l i c o p t e r  f l i g h t s  a r e  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  c omp a n i e s  t h em s e l v e s  and t h e  pe op l e  who a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  pay f o r



t h a t  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  f l y i n g  up t h e r e .  I t h i n k  one  argument  t h a t  has been used 
i s  t h a t  I t  enab l e s  p e o p l e  who a r e  d i s a b l e d  o r  maybe the e l d e r l y  t o  g e t  t o  some 
o f  t h e  a r e a s  where t h e y  m i gh t  have  a b e t t e r  v i ew  o f  t h i n g s  b u t  I t h i n k  t h e r e ' s  
some p r e t t y  good a c c e s s  p o i n t s  in t h e  p a r k  s y s t em where p e o p l e  can d r i v e  l:o 
and g e t  a p r e t t y  n i c e  v i ew  o f  t h e  p a r k  w i t h o u t  hav i ng t o  a l l o w  h e l i c o p t e r  
f l i g h t s .  I j u s t  wa n t ed  t o  s a y  on t h i s  s k i  deve l opmen t  I 'm  oppo s ed  t o  any 
c omme r c i a l  sk i  d e v e l o pmen t  in t h e  p a r k  and 1 j u s t  d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t ' s  a good 
u s e  o f  p a r k  l and .  I t h i n k  t he  a r gumen t s  a g a i n s t  t h a t  h a v e  been p r e t t y  w e l l  
summar i z ed  by some o f  t h e  o t h e r  s p e a k e r s .  Th e r e  i s  a l s o  some c o n f u s i o n  now we 
h a v e ,  I t h i n k ,  two o r  t h r e e  o t h e r  d o w n h i l l  a r e a s  in s o u t h c e n t r a l  and t h e y ' r e  
s t i l l  n o t  su r e  i f  t h e r e ' s  g o i n g  t o  be one up in Ha t che r  P a s s  o r  n o t .  I t h i n k  
i t ' s  k i n d  o f  in a s t a t e  o f  f l u x  and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  s h ou l d  be  a l l o w e d  a t  t h i s  
t im e .  Thank you.

Al  H e i n e r s . Thank y o u .  Pau l  D e pa u l o n u s .

Pau l  D e p a u l o n u s : I ' l l  p a s s .

Al  M e i n e r s : Okay.  B e c k y  Hansen .

Becky Hans en : I wou l d l i k e  my husband t o  s p e ak  in my p l a c e .

Al  M e i n e r s : Su r e .  Y o u r  name?

Rod Ha ns e n : My name i s  Rod Hansen .  I l i v e  r i g h t  in the h e a r t  o f  t h e  r e s o r t
d e v e l o pme n t .  I t h i n k  a l o t  o f  you f o l k s  d o n ' t  know t h a t  mos t  o f  t h a t  l and  has 
a l r e a d y  been zoned h o u s i n g .  Tha t  whe r e  t h e  r e s o r t  i s g o i ng  t o  go i s  a l r e a d y ,  
w e l l  now i t ' s  zoned f o r  a r e s o r t ,  bu t  o t h e r w i s e  I t h i n k  t h r e e  y e a r s  i t  goes
back  f o r  hous i ng  so t h e y  can s t i c k  9 0 - s ome  house s  down in t h e  a r e a .  Tl ie l and
r i g h t  ab ove  i s  by t h e  w a t e r f a l l s ,  t h e  b r i d g e  t h a t  you go o v e r ,  t h a C ' s  a l l
z oned  f o r  hous i ng .  A h u n d r e d  a c r e s  j u s t  g o t  a pp r o v e d  f o r  a new R o l l i n g  H i l l s
E s t a t e .  T h a t ' s  in t he  b a c k  v a l l e y .  T h a t ' s  r i g h t  where R o g n e r  wan t s  t:o pu t  a 
n i c e . . . .  I ' d  r a t h e r  s e e  a n i c e  s k i  s l o p e  t han  a n o t h e r  h u n d r e d  house s  back  
t h e r e .  R i g h t  now t h e r e ' s  o v e r  6 0 0  l o t s  up t h e r e  f o r  s a l e .  S o ,  what  we g o t  i s  
a l o t  o f  z o n i ng  t ha t  t h e y ' r e  t a k i n g  c a r e  o f .  What t h e y ' r e  g o i n g  t o  do i s  keep 
house s  o u t .  I ' d  r a t h e r  s e e  a r e s o r t  t han  600  h o u s e s .  I t  makes  s e n s e  t o  me.  
Then we g o t ,  i f  you go  a l o n g . . . t h e  r i v e r  wh i ch  I l i v e  t h e r e  y o u ' l l  s e e  t h a t ,  
p e o p l e ,  i t  i s n ' t  so s e r e n e  an ymo r e .  P e o p l e  go in t l e r e  w i t h  c h a i n s aws  and
chop a l l  t he  t r e e s  o f f  f o r  C h r i s tm a s  t r e e s  d u r i n g  C h r i s t m a s .  So a l o n g  t he
s t r e am  has a l l  been c h o pp ed  an.i what  w e ' r e  d o i ng  i s  l o o s i n g  a l l  o u r  k i ng  
s a lm o n .  L a s t  y e a r ,  33 p e o p l e  we r e  t i c k e t e d  f o r  poach ing k i n g  sa lmon t h e r e .  
The r e a s o n  why,  I c a l l e d  t h e  c o p s .  I ' v e  c a l l e d  you f o l k s .  The r e a s o n  why 
t h e y  a i n ' t  go t  enough p e o p l e  t o  wa t ch  t h e s e  p e o p l e .  So wha t  do you do? I 
gu e s s  t h e r e ' s  o n l y  200  k i n g s  l e f t  t h e r e .  I ' d  r a t h e r  have a r e s o r t  t h e r e  w i t h  
t h e  b u f f e r  zone and t o  wa t ch  t h e  k i ng  sa lmon  and make s u r e  t h e y  d o n ' t  g e t
wiped o u t .  The o t h e r  t h i n g  i s  i t ' s  a f o u r - w h e e l  d r i v e  a r e a  down t h e r e  r i g h t
now.  T h e r e ' s  j unked c a r s ,  p e o p l e  r o l l  down t h e i r  j u n k  c a r s .  T h e r e ' s  t h e
B a r b a r a  W a t e r f a l l s  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  i s  t r y i n g  t o  buy .  W e l l ,  i f  you we r e  a r ound  
t h e r e  and l i v e d  t h e r e  y o u ' l l  s ee  t h a t  someone has backed up t h e i r  f o u r - w h e e l  
d r i v e  and dumped i t  o v e r  t h e  edge r i g h t  be l ow  t he  f a l l s  and John G r o s s  has
a s k ed  them t o  t ake  the  f o u r - w h e e l  d r i v e  o u t  so what  t h i s  p e r s o n  d i d  i s  went  in 
and sawed down a bunch o f  t r e e s  and made a r o ad  and went in and h a l f  d r agged  
i t  up t he  s i d e  o f  the h i l l .  W e l l  I f e e l  i f  we had a r e s o r t  down t h e r e ,  wh i ch  
Rogne r  a l r e a d y  sa i d  he w o u l d  pu t  in t he  t r a i l s ,  h e ' d  put  in a l l  t h e s e  t r a i l s ,
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t l i e r e ' s  a l s o  two w a t e r f a l l s  up t h e r e .  One does  n o t  have  a name y e t .  But  more 
and more p e o p l e  a r e  b e g i n n i n g  t o  n o t i c e  i t .  I ' d  r a t h e r  have t he  r e s o r t  p e o p l e  
go in and pu t  In b e a u t i f u l  t r a i l s  in i n s t e a d  o f  p e o p l e  r u nn i ng  u r ound  l e a v i n g  
i t  l i k e  i t  i s  wh ich i s  l e f t . . . i f  you want  t o  come on down I ' l l  show you a r ound  
t o  t he  f o u r -w h e e l  d r i v e  t r a i l s  and t h a t ' s  a l l  i t  i s  down t h e r e  i s  f o u r -w h e e l  
d r i v e  t r a i l s .  And i f  you l o o k  a r o u n d ,  you go i n t o  t h e  z o n i n g ,  go o v e r  t o  the 
z o n i ng  maps and y o u ' l l  s e e  t h a t  mos t  o f  t h a t  a r e a ,  t h e r e ' s  a l r e a d y  hund r eds  o f  
ho us e s  back  t h e r e  and i t ' s  a l r e a d y  zoned  f o r  hunde r d s  mor e  and I ' d  r a t h e r  have 
i t  zoned  f o r  a r e s o r t  t han a hunded more homes .

Al  M e i n e r s :  Thank y o u ,  Rod.  Lynn T a t e .

Lynn T a t e : 
r e s i d e n t  o f  
But  I ' d  a l s o  
each day  t h a t  
o l d  dump,  a p r i s o n ,  and 
even c o n s i d e r  b u i l d i n g  
p a r k  l and  t o  do t h a t ,  wh ich i t  
have s k i  r u n s ,  I w i l l  be g r a t e f u l  
a t e  us e  f o r  o u r  p a r k .

My name i s  Lynn 
H i l a n d  Road and 
I i  ke t o  add f o r  
we go t o  o u r  w o n d e r f u l  

ha

T a t e .  I am h e r e  r e p r e s e n t i n g  m y s e l f .  I am a 
I d i t t o  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  Mr .  Hansen had t o  s a y .  

some o f  you a l l  t h a t  a r e  n o t  awa r e  o f  t h i s ,  t h a t  
p r i s t i n e  w i l d e r n e s s  I p a s s  a new dump, an

a h a l f w a y  h o u s e .  Now, I am e c s t a t i c  t h a t  t h e y  wou l d  
a r e s o r t  i n o u r  n e i g h b o r h o o d .  S o ,  i f  i t  t a k e s  some 

w i l l ,  t h a t ' s  p a r t  o f  t h e  d e a l ,  t h ey  have  t o
do t h i n k  I t ' s  an a p p r o p r i -

A1 M e i n e r s :  Thank y ou ,  Lynn .  J e r r y . . . .

J e r r y : I ' l l  p a s s .

Al  M e i n e r s : Okay .  Mary K n o f f .

Mary K n o f f : I ' l l  make t h i s  v e r y  s h o r t  be cau se  I 'm no t  v e r y  w e l l  i n f o rme d  on
t h i s  wh o l e  s u b j e c t .  L i s t e n i n g  t o  L i n d a ,  l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  c o n c e r n  f o r  k e ep i ng  
t h e  p a r k  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  s e e  t h a t  d o w n h i l l  s k i i n g  i s  a n o i s y  
r e c r e a t i o n .  The l i f t s  a r e  f a i r !  ■ w e l l  c o n t r o l l e d ,  I j u s t  d o n ' t  c o n s i d e r  i t  t o  
be a r e a l  w i l d  r e c r e a t i o n .  I do f e e l  t h a t  t he  h e l i c o p t e r  e n t r a n c e  i s  a 
p r o b l em ,  even j u s t  f l y i n g  o v e r  c o u l d  be a p r o b l e m ,  but  t o  compare  t h a t  w i t h ,  
s ay  a s k i  r e s o r t ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  and I t h i n k  t h a t  when you say  
the  word r e c r e a t i o n  you have t o  c o n s i d e r  many t y pe s  o f  r e c r e a t i o n .  H i k i n g  and 
c r o s s - c o u n t r y  s k i i n g  a r e  v e r y  e n j o y a b l e  bu t  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  t y p e s  and t h a t ' s  
what  a p a r k  i s  f o r .

Al  M e i n e r s :  Thank you .

Dave S t e p h e n s :  1 wou l d  a s k  t h a t  you n o t  a p p l a u d .  I t  d o e s n ' t  
h e r e  t o n i g h t .  Thank y ou .

r e a l l y  a s s  i s t  us

Al  M e i n e r s :  B e l i n d a  P l e s i f .

B e l i n d a  P l e s i f :  R a t h e r  than go up I ' d  j u s t  l i k e  t o  s a y  t h a t  
p e o p l e  who came b e f o r e  me.  1 t h i n k  1 . . .

1 a g r e e  w i t h  t he

Al  M e i n e r s :  F i n e ,  t h ank  y ou .  O t t o  Bockwing .

O t t o  Bockwing :  P a s s .

Al  M e i n e r s :  P a s s .  L.  G. T a t e .
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L .  G. T a t e : I l i v e  in t he  a r e a  o f  H i l a n d  Road as w e l l  and I ' d  j u s t  l i k e  t o
s a y  t h a t  I am f o r  t h e  d e v e l o pmen t  o r  t h e  p a r k  as  a r e s o r t .  I f  you l o o k  a t  
t h e . . . o f  o u r  economy I t h i n k  t h a t  anybody  who ' s  w i l l i n g  t o . . . w e  have t o  g i v e  
them a chanc e  r i g h t  now. And a s  f a r  a s  a s k i n g  t h e  d e v e l o p e r s  t o  f und the 
s t u d y  t o  s a t i s f y  p e o p l e  who a r e  n o t  g o i n g  t o  make an i n v e s tme n t  in t he  r e s o r t  
i s  r i d i c u l o u s .  These  p e o p l e  w o u l d n ' t  be w i l l i n g  t o  i n v e s t  m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  
in t h i s  r e s o r t  had t h e y  n o t  a l r e a d y  done an economi c  s t u d y  and were  c o nv i nc ed  
t h a t  i t  w i l l  be a . . . .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I have  t o  s a y .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y o u .  B a r b a r a  H e i s l e r .  P a s s ?  Okay .  Ga ry  T a t e .

Ga r y  T a t e : [ u n i n t e l l i g i b l e ]

Ray G a r d n e r : My name' s  Ray Ga r dne r  and I 'm a r e s i d e n t  o f  E a g l e  R i v e r  and I 'm
s p e a k i n g  on my own b e h a l f .  The f i r s t  th ink ,  t h a t  I l i k e  t o  s ay  i s  t h a t  t he  
comments wh i ch  have been made e a r l i e r ,  t h a t  t h i s  i s  n o t  a w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a  t h a t  
we a r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t ,  d e f i n i t e l y  a p p l i e s .  I ' v e  l i v e d  o u t  t h e r e  f o r  a number 
o f  y e a r s  now and t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who have  t e s t i f i e d  h e r e  t o d a y  t h a t  t h e  a r e a  
t h a t ' s  in q u e s t i o n  i s  a w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a  h a v e ,  in my mi nd ,  d emon s t r a t e d  a 
p r o f o u n d  i g n o r a n c e  o f  p u b l i c  l and  and i t s  u se s  and i t s  a v a i l a b i l i t y  f o r
v a r i o u s  u s e s .  The second t h i n g  I wou l d  l i k e  t o  s ay  i s  t h a t  in r e v i ew i n g  t h i s
p r o c e s s  and d e t e r m i n i n g  wh i ch  way t h e  P a r k  S e r v i c e  and t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  
ough t  t o  go w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h a t  p r o p e r t y ,  i t  ough t  t o  be r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  
t h e r e  has  been a t r emendou s  s a c r i f i c e  made on t he  p a r t  o f  t h e  E k l u t n a  Co r p o ­
r a t i o n  wh i ch  i s ,  in f a c t ,  in t he  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  and wh i ch  i s ,  in f a c t ,  in t he  
i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  E k l u t n a  i s  w i l l i n g  t o  do two t h i n g s ,  one i s  t hey  
a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  e x change  t h e  l and  t h a t  goes  down in t he  bed o f  t h e  v a l l e y  o f  
E a g l e  R i v e r ,  wh i ch  I t h i n k  i s  t h e  c o r e  and wh ich doe s  have  p o s s i b l y  some 
w i l d e r n e s s  v a l u e s  i f  y o u ' v e  e v e r y  f l o a t e d  t h a t  r i v e r ,  I assume t h a t  some o f
t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s p e a k e r s  h a ve ,  t h e y  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  t r a d e  t h a t  l and  in
ex change  f o r  some a r e a s  t h a t  a r e  downtown,  some commer c i a l  a r e a s  which t hey
wou l d  be a b l e  t o  d e v e l o p .  At  t he  same t im e ,  t h e y ' r e  w i l l i n g  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  and
r i s k  p r i v a t e  i n v e s tm e n t  c a p i t a l  in t h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  wh ich i s  c u r r e n t l y  
u n d e r g o i n g  one o f  t h e  o i g g e s t  r e c e s s i o n s  i t ' s  had in a number o f  y e a r s  in an 
e f f o r t  t o  b r i n g  some k i nd  o f  b u s i n e s s  a c t i v i t y  and o u t s i d e  d o l l a r s  i n t o  the  
s t a t e  on a d e v e l o pmen t  p r o j e c t  wh ich p r o b a b l y  has t h e  l e a s t  impact  on the 
e n v i r o n men t  o f  any  o t h e r  d e v e l o pmen t  p r o j e c t  in t h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  and t h a t  
i s  a r e s o r t  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e .  The r e  a r e  no smoke s t a c k s ,  t h e r e  a r e  no t o x i c  
w a s t e s ,  t h e r e  r e a l l y  i s n ' t  a h i gh  d e g r e e  o f  i n t e n s i t y  o f  p r e s s u r e  in t e rms o f  
p o p u l a t i o n .  C e r t a i n l y  t h e  house s  t h a t  a l r e a d y  e x i s t  t h e r e  in a r e a s  t h a t  a r e  
open t o  d e v e l o pmen t  in t e rms  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  p r e s s u r e s  c o u l d ,  in f a c t ,  have a 
g r e a t e r  impac t  t han  t he  r e s o r t  v / ou l d .  So I t h i n k  t h a t  i t ' s  v e r y  impo r t an t  
t h a t  when w e ' r e  l o o k i n g  a t  p e o p l e  t h a t  a r e  l e a v i n g  now becau se  t h e y  d o n ' t  have 
j o b s  and w e ' r e  l o o k i n g  a t  a s t a t e  go v e r nmen t  t h a t  i s  in a s t a t e  o f  p a r a l y s i s  
b e c au s e  t h e y  d o n ' t  have t h e  money t o  keep t h i s  s t a t e  r u n n i n g ,  when we have 
p e o p l e  r i g h t  now t h a t  a r e  l o o k i n g  a t  a s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  v e r y  b l e a k . . . a n d  t a k e  
a r i s k ,  a v e r y  b i g  r i s k ,  in t he  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  o ugh t  t o  be en cou r aged  and 
o ugh t  t o  be e n c ou r a ged  v e r y  s e r i o u s l y  and s t r o n g l y .  And t he  v o i c e s  t h a t  I 
have  he a r d  t o d a y  t h a t  a r e  s p e a k i n g  a g a i n s t ,  a g a i n s t  t h a t  k i nd  o f  deve l opmen t
a r e  p e o p l e  t h a t  wou l d  s p eak  a g a i n s t  any  k i nd  o f  de ve l o pmen t  unde r  any k i nd o f
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  and have done  t h a t  c o n s i s t e n t l y  in t he  p a s t  in t he  s t a t e  o f  
A l a s k a .  And i f  t h o s e  v o i c e s  a r e  heeded by o u r  p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s ,  you w i l l  f i n d  
t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  be a day t h a t  none o f  us w i l l  be h e r e ,  t h e r e  w i l l  be no t  
enough money f o r  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  t he  p a r k ,
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t h e r e  w i l l  n o t  be s u f f i c i e n t  r e v en ue s  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  t h e  p a r k  i s  p r e s e r v e d  
in t h e  a r e a s  t h a t  need t o  be p r e s e r v e d ,  n o t  in t h e  a r e a s  t h a t  w e ' r e  s p e a k i n g  
o f  in t he  t e rms  o f  t h i s  d e v e l o pmen t .  The l a s t  comment I wou l d  l i k e  t o  make i s  
a l t h o u g h  y o u r  e f f o r t s  h e r e  on t h i s  bo a r d  have been v e r y  a d m i r a b l e ,  I wou l d  
hope t h a t  t h a t  c e r t a i n l y  i s n ' t  g o i n g  t o  be made a p a r t  o f  t h e  o f f i c i a l  r e c o r d  
because  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t ' s  been t o t a l l y  a c c u r a t e  in t e rms  o f  t h e  number and 
t h e  t y pe  o f  comments t h a t  we ' v e  r e c e i v e d .

Dave S t e p h e n s : S i r ,  j u s t  t o  r e s pond  t o  t h a t  l a s t  comment ,  we a r e  r e c o r d i n g
p e o p l e ' s  t e s t im o n y  t o n i g h t  and t h e  two o f  us a r e  t a k i n g  more d e t a i l e d  n o t e s .  
P e t e  P a n a r e s e ,  who i s  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k ,  i s  r e c o r d i n g  t h e s e  
j u s t  as  a v i s u a l  means o f  s p u r r i n g  p e o p l e ' s  i m a g i n a t i o n s  a n d . . .

Ray G a r d n e r ; Ve r y  g o od ,  v e r y  go od .  I a p p l a u d  y o u r  e f f o r t  and I 'm s u r e  y o u ' r e  
d o i ng  t h e  b e s t  you c an ,  bu t  I j u s t  n o t i c e d  some o f  t h e  vo l ume  o f  e n t r i e s  t h a t  
we re  made on b e h a l f  o f  some s p e a k e r s  and t h e y  c e r t a i n l y  w e r e n ' t  matched by 
o t h e r s  and I know t h a t  was u n i n t e n t i o n a l .  S o ,  t h ank  y o u .

Al  M e i n e r s : S t e v e  L i v i n g s t o n .

S t e v e  L i v i n g s t o n : I 'm S t e v e  L i v i n g s t o n .  I 'm f r om An c ho r ag e .  I r e p r e s e n t  t he
A l a s k a  Ch ap t e r  o f  t h e  S i e r r a  C l u b .  I j u s t  have a c o u p l e  o f  comments t o  make
on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  and a l s o  on t h e  p r op o s e d  s k i  d e v e l o pmen t .  F i r s t  o f
a l l ,  on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s ,  we r e i t e r a t e  o u r  f o r m e r  s t a n d  which i s  w e ' r e  

a g a i n  oppos ed  t o  any c ommer c i a l  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  in Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  
o r  ,n t h e  s t a t e  p a r k  s y s t em as a who l e  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  and we a s k  t h e  S t a t e  
P a r k s - D e p a r t m e n t  t o  pu t  t h a t  i n t o  t he  new ma s t e r  p l a n .  And s e c o n d l y ,  comment­
ing on t he  p r o p o s ed  d o w nh i l l  s k i  d e v e l o pmen t .  At  p r e s e n t ,  we a r e  oppos ed  t o  
any new d o wn h i l l  s k i  a r e a s  in Chugach S t a t e  P a r k ,  i n c l u d i n g  t he  one p r opo s ed  
f o r  t h e  Sou t h  F o r k  o f  E a g l e  R i v e r  and we wou l d  a s k  t h e  S t a t e  P a r k s  Depa r tmen t  
t o  c o n s i d e r  p u t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  ma s t e r  p l a n  f o r  i t s  s t a t e  p a r k s  a p r o p o s a l  t o  
p r o h i b i t  f u r t h e r  d o wn h i l l  s k i  a r e a s  in t h i s  s t a t e  p a r k ,  in Chugach S t a t e  P a r k .
We f e e l  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  Ancho r age  a r e  p r i v i l e g e d  t o  have  a c c e s s  t o  the
f r o n t  r a nge  o f  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  and w h i l e  i t ' s  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  w i l d e r n e s s ,  but  
i t ' s  f a i r l y  c l o s e  t o  i t  f o r  a c i t y  o f  2 5 0 , 0 0 0  and we d o n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  d ownh i l l  
s k i  de ve l o pmen t  i s  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h i s .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y ou ,  S t e v e .  T h i s  o n e ' s  g o t  me r e a l  s t umped .  The l a s t  name
i s K A E P P E L E .  You want  t o  pa s s  o r . . .  Okay .  K i r k  W i ck e r s h am .

Ki r k  W i c k e r s h am : My name i s  K i r k  W i ck e r s h am .  I 'm a r e s i d e n t  o f  Ancho r age  and
I 'm a p r i n c i p a l  in I ndependence  Sk i  R e s o r t  Company wh i ch i s  a s k i  a r e a  d e v e l ­
opment  company t h a t  has s u bm i t t e d  a f o rm a l  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  i n t e r e s t  in the  Eag l e  
R i v e r  s i t e  and wh i ch  has a l s o  s u bm i t t e d  a l e a^ e  a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  b u i l d  a sk i  
r e s o r t  a t  t h e  H a t c h e r  P a s s  s i t e ,  wh i ch  has been r e f e r r e d  t o  as  t he  Ha t ch e r  
Pa s s  s i t e .  I ' v e  been p r e t t y  c l o s e l y  i n v o l v e d  in p l a n n i n g  f o r  d o wnh i l l  s k i  
r e s o r t s  in s o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a  f o r  t he  p a s t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  and t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  
o f  i t  was a 1981 s t u d y  t h a t  was c o nduc t ed  by t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  wh ich i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  by t he  l a t e  1 980 s  t h e r e  wou l d  be demand,  t h e r e  wou l d  p r o b a b l y  be demand 
f o r ,  o n e ,  bu t  o n l y  o n e ,  new d o w nh i l l  s k i  r e s o r t  in s o u t h c e n t r a l .  T h a t ' s  
t a k i n g  l o c a l  demand who a r e  s e r v i n g  t he  p e o p l e  we have h e r e .  And t h r o u gh  a l l  
o f  t h e  ups and downs o f  t h e  economy ,  subs equen t  s t u d i e s  have  p r e t t y  much bo r ne  
t h a t  o u t ,  t h a t  the  demand f o r  a n o t h e r  s k i  r e s o r t  ab ou t  t h e  s i z e  o f  A l y e s k a ,  i s  
s h o r t l y  upon u s .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  in 1 9 8 2 ,  and my comments h e r e  a r e  g o i ng  t o  be



f d i r e c t e d  t owa rd  t o  the  i s s u e  o f  t h e  p l a n n i n g  p r o c e s s  t h a t  w e ' r e  g o i ng  t h r o u g h .
I n  1 9 8 2 ,  t h e  Chugach N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  d i d  a r e s o u r c e  i n v e n t o r y  o f  s ome th i ng  
l i k e  e i g h t  o r  n i n e  s i t e s  in t h i s  a r e a  o f  t h e  Chugach N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t ,  f o r  
p o s s i b l e  d e s i g n a t i o n  as  p o s s i b l e  s k i  a r e a  s i t e s  and t h e y  came up w i t h  t h r e e  
p o s s i b l e  a r e a s ,  i n c l u d i n g  one  c l o s e  t o  G i r dwood .  One a t  T i n  Can Moun t a i n ,  one 
f u r t h e r  down t h e  r o ad  t owa r ds  Seward .  In 1984 and ' 8 5  and ' 8 6 ,  t h e  S t a t e  
D i v i s i o n  o f  Land and Wa t e r  Management ,  wh i ch i s  a n o t h e r  d i v i s i o n  o f  DNR o f  
wh i ch  P a r k s  i s  a p a r t  o f ,  c o ndu c t e d  a v e r y  c omp r e h en s i v e  a n a l y s i s  o f  n 5ne 
s i t e s  in t h e  H a t c h e r  Pa s s  a r e a  and t u r n e d  up one  t h a t  was a p o t e n t i a l  s k i  a r e a  
. s i t e .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e s e  p l a n n i n g  p r o c e s s e s  a r e  p r o p e r  and a p p r o p r i a t e  
b e c au s e  w e ' r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  s t ew a r d s  o f  p u b l i c  r e s o u r c e s  h e r e  and t he  
a p p r o v a l  o f  a s i t e  w i t h o u t  any  k i nd  o f  p r i o r  a n a l y s i s ,  a p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  
a n a l y s i s ,  o f  t h e  v i a b i l i t y  o f  t h a t  s i t e  c o u l d  n o t  o n l y  end up in w a s t i n g  t h a t  
s i t e ,  p r e c l u d i n g  i t s  use  f o r  o t h e r  a r e a s . . .

[ l e n g t h y  p e r i o d  o f  b l a n k  t a p e ]

Doug Dowden : . . . h a v e  a c o r r i d o r  o f  o p p o r t u n i t y  h e r e  t h a t  we may n o t  have  f o r
a w h i l e .  i d o n ' t  want  us t o  r u sh  i n t o  a n y t h i n g  but  I do t h i n k  t h a t  we s h o u l d  

| do d e l i b e r a t i o n ,  make a p l a n  f a i r l y  q u i c k l y .  As f a r  as  i t  b e i ng  a q u e s t i o n  o f
; whe r e  do we s t o p ,  anyone  who has h i k e d  i n t o  t h a t  p a r k  o r  who has  f l o wn  o v e r  i t

knows t h e  t r e m e n d o u s . . . .  W e ' r e  t a l k i n g  h e r e  a b ou t  a r e a l l y  m a j o r  de ve l o pmen t  
t h a t  we may n o t  s e e  a g a i n  in o u r  l i f e t i m e ,  t h i s  t y pe  o f  money p r o p o s e d .  H a l f  
a p e r c e n t  o r  w h a t e v e r .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e ' s  enough money in A u s t r i a  o r  even 
A l a s k a  t o  pu t  a s i g n i f i c a n t  d e ve l o pmen t  in t h a t  p a r k  but  i f  we we r e  g o i ng  t o
d e v e l o p  t he  e n t i r e  c o t t o n  p i c k i n '  p a r k  and e l i m i n a t e  p l a c e s  f o r  b a c k p a c k e r s  t o
go o r  p e o p l e  who we r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  w i l d e r n e s s  e x p e r i e n c e s  and moose and b e a r  
and s h e e p ,  t hen  i f  I saw t h a t  coming I wou l d  be c o n c e r n ed  and want  t o  p r e s e r v e  
a p l a c e  t h e r e  f o r  t h e  f o l k s  in Ancho r age  who want  t he  w i l d e r n e s s  ba ckp a c k i n g  
e x p e r i e n c e  bu t  r i g h t  now I t h i n k  t h a t  w e ' r e  a l ong  way away f r om  what  we need 
t o  make t h o s e  k i n d s  o f  d e c i s i o n s .  I s u p p o r t  t h e  p a r k  d e ve l o pmen t  and I t h i n k  
t h a t  we can a l l  e n j o y  i t .

|  Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y ou ,  Doug .  J i l l  J o h n s o n .

J i l l  J o h n s o n ; I do a c t u a l l y  have  a c o u p l e  o f  c o n c e r n s  t h a t  I ' d  l i k e  t o  
a d d r e s s .  My name i s  J i l l  J o hn s on  and I 'm an Ancho r age  r e s i d e n t  and I have 
been f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s .  I e n j o y  v e r y  much u s i n g  t he  w i l d e r n e s s  v a l u e s  o f  t he  
p a r k  and I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  a r e s o r t  l i k e  t h i s  c o u l d  b r i n g  some r e a l  economic  
d e v e l o pmen t s  t o  t h e  a r e a .  I wou l d  o n l y  l i k e  t o  s ee  s ome t h i ng  l i k e  t h i s  
p r o c e e d  i f  some o f  t h e  o t h e r  v a l u e s  we r e  a l s o  k e p t  in mind and some o f  o u r  
c o n c e r n s  m i t i g a t e d .  Two t h i n g s  t h a ;  may no t  have been t h ou g h t  o f  in t he  p a s t ,
I know t h a t  p e o p l e  a r e  w o r r i e d  a b ou t  whe r e  t he  w a t e r  f o r  snow p r o d u c t i o n  i s  
g o i n g  t o  come f r om  and t h a t ' s  s ome t h i n g  I t h i n k  can be c o n t r o l l e d ,  bu t  whe r e  
t h e  w a t e r  f o r  snow p r o d u c t i o n  goes  t o  w i l l  a l s o  be a b i g  p r o o l e m .  Because  t he  
S o u t h  F o r k  c o n t a i n s  a r e a l  s p e c i a l  s a lmon run and be cau s e  t h e  young sa lmon 
w i l l  be h a t c h i n g  o u t  t he  same t ime  t h a t  t h e  snow w i l l  be r u n n i n g  o f f ,  I t h i n k  
t h a t ' s  a p r o b l em  t h a t  needs  t o  be l o o k ed  a t .  In a d d i t i o n ,  I t h i n k  w e ' r e  r e a l  
l u c k y  back  h e r e  in t h e  v a l l e y  t o  be a b l e  t o  s ee  brown b e a r s  on a r e g u l a r  
b a s i s .  I t ' s  amaz ing t o  me t h a t  s ome th i ng  l i k e  t h a t  e x i s t s  s o  c l o s e  t o  

\ A n ch o r a g e .  And a l o t  o f  t h o s e  brown b e a r  use  t h a t  d r a i n a g e ,  t h e  Sou t h  F o r k
d r a i n a g e ,  on a s e a s o n a l  b a s i s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  f e e d  on r ed  s a lmo n .  I f  t h e  
s t r e am  i s  s h a r e d  t o o  v i s i b l y  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c ,  t hen b e a r s  w i l l  s t o p  u s i n g  t h a t  
a r e a  and t h e y  w i l l  l o o s e  an imp o r t a n t  s e a s o n a l  f e e d i n g  r e s o u r c e  t h a t  w i l l
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p r o b a b l y  make t he  d i f f e r e n c e  be tween t h e i r  be i ng  a b l e  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  us e  t h a t  
t e r r i t o r y  o r  n o t .  So I ' d  l i k e  t o  s e e  t h o s e  c o u p l e  o f  t h i n g s  a d d r e s s e d .  Thank 
y o u .

Al  H e i n e r s : J i l l ' s  t e s t i m o n y  ends  o u r  s i g n - u p  l i s t .  I s  t h e r e  anyone  t h a t
d i d n ' t  s»gn -up  on t h e  l i s t  and wou l d  l i k e  t o  make a s t a t e m e n t ?  Come on up .

H a r r y  B l a n a s : I 'm H a r r y  B l a n a s  and I 'm h e r e  on my own as a p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n .
I 'm no t  e x p e c t i n g  t o  b e n e f i t  f r om t h e  s k i  r e s o r t .  . . .  The r e a s o n  I am h e r e
t o n i g h t  i s  because  I r e ad  t he  newspape r  h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  Ancho r age  T imes ,
y e s t e r d a y ,  Tue sd ay ,  Hay 1 9 ,  1 9 8 7 .  In h e r e  i t  s a y s  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
o p po s e s  Chugach s k i  r e s o r t .  I went  ahead and r e ad  i t .  Now t h e  r e a s o n  I am
h e r e  i s  t h i s . . . s a i d  c l u b  members w i l l  a s k  t h e  s t a t e  t o  make d e t a i l e d  s t u d i e s
o f  e c onomi c  b e n e f i t s ,  t h e i r  c o s t  o f  t h e  r e s o r t .  The a i r  q u a l i t y  c h ang e s ,  the  
e f f e c t s  o f  p a r k . . . i n  n e a r b y  a r e a s  and whe r e  q u a l i t y  a f f e c t s .  Then a l l  t h i s  
you have t o  make a l l  t h e s e  s t u d i e s . . . .  I t  s o u n d s . . . .  As I s a i d  I am a
p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n .  I d o n ' t  s p e a k  f o r  nobody ,  o n l y  on my own b e h a l f .  I 'm no t  
go i ng  t o  b e n e f i t . . . b e i n g  damaged.  . . .  The F r i e n d s  o f  t h e  E a r t h . . . h e r e
t o n i g h t  o ppo s e  i f  I . . . a n d  t h e y  had p r o p o s e d . . .  s o  t h e s e  p e o p l e . . . t h i s  in h e r e  
t o n i g h t  and some f u t u r e  t ime  t o  come w i t h  a n o t h e r  p l a n  in H a t c h e r  P a s s .  And 
t h a t  f u t u r e  p l a n . . . c o m e  back  a g a i n  and s a y  w e l l  no i t  w a s n ' t  h e r e  in t h e  
H a t c h e r  Pass  a l s o .  L e t ' s  have t he  d e v e l o pmen t .  I t  a p p e a r s  t o  me t h e y  g e t  
f a n a t i c  in d e f e n d i n g  t he  n a t u r e  so bad .  I t  seems t o  me t h ey  f o r g e t  human 
b e i n g s  a r e  p a r t  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  o r  t h ey  w o u l d n ' t  want  n a t u r e  a l o n g  w i t h o u t  
anybody  in i t .  The needs  o f  h u m an . . . a n d  s k i  a s  w e l l  and a s k i  r e s o r t  t o  be 
e s t a b l i s h e d .  I do n o t  know i f  e c o n o m i c a l l y  i t ' s  f e a s i b l e  f o r  an o u t s i d e r  t o  
come and e s t a b l i s h  a s k i  r e s o r t  h e r e .  B u t ,  i t  w a s n ' t  s o  t e r r i b l e  t o  have a 
s k i  r e s o r t  s l o p e  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e y  l i v e  in E a g l e  R i v e r . . . i n  t h i s  a r e a  and
a l s o  one  in H a t c h e r  P a s s .  To have t h o s e  two t he  o t h e r s  t h e y  l i v e  c l o s e r  by .  
Why i s  i t  so  t e r r i b l e  f o r  t h a t ?  On t he  o t h e r  hand ,  i f  a c omme r c i a l  use  can be 
a c c omp l i s h ed  t h a t  t h i s  g e n t l eman  in h e r e . . . p a y  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h a t .  Any d e v e l ­
opment  . . .  i n c r e a s  i ng in s i z e  and d i m e n s i o n .  A young l a d y  made a r ema r k  what  i s
g o i n g  t o  be n e x t  y e a r  o r  t h e  y e a r  a f t e r .  . . . w i t h i n  50 m i l e s  o f  y o u . . . .  Not
t o  s ee  a l l  t h e  s l o p e s . . . t o  be s k i  r e s o r t s  now.  Ant' l o t h e r  t h i n g  i t  can 
a c c om p l i s h  i s  wh e t h e r  t h i s  d e ve l o pmen t  wou l d  b e . . . o r . . .  e v « l o p e r  t o  f i n a n c e  i t  
o r  even t h e  s t a t e  y o u r  own p e o p l e  o r  t h e  c i t y  o f  At " - . - r age. . . t h a t  you do 
p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  e n v i r o nmen t  a l s o .  The c o n t r a c t o r s  must  n o t  be 
a l l o w e d  t o  come in and h a r v e s t  e v e r y t h i n g  i f  i t  i s  in t h e i r  way f o r  t h e  sake  
t o  make a r e s o r t .  I f  t h e y  have t o . . . t h e n  smooth o u t  t h e . . . t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  
wrong w i t h  t h a t .  And t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  wrong t o  d e v e l o p  and p r e s e r v e .  To 
c o n c l u d e  t h i s  I t h i n k  n o t  o n l y . . . s h o u l d  be a l l o w e d  f o r  p e o p l e  t o . . . .  I f  we 
p r e s e r v e  t he  n a t u r e ,  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g .  Thank y ou ,  g e n t l em e n .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y o u ,  H a r r y .  I s  t h e r e  anyone  e l s e  t h a t  wou l d  l i k e  t o  make
any comments .

J im B r e n n a n : I 'm J im B r e nnan .  I 'm h e r e  as  a c u r i o u s  p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n .  I ,
l i k e  o t h e r  p e o p l e  in An ch o r a g e ,  I t h i n k  my c u r i o s i t y  has  been p i qued  by t h i s  
p r o p o s a l .  I 'm an a v i d  s k i i e r ,  t o o ,  and one s i d e  o f  me s a y s  I wou l d  l i k e  t o  
s ee  a l o t  o f  t o u r i s m  de ve l o pmen t  in A l a s k a ,  in t he  Ancho r ag e  a r e a ,  but  t h e  
o t h e r  s i d e  o f  me want s  t o  know what  k i nd  o f  p r o p o s a l  i s  t h i s ?  T h i s  i s  a v e r y  
s t r a n g e  i d e a ,  t h i s  i d e a ,  a s  I u n d e r s t a n d  i t ,  100% a r t i f i c a l  snow s M  a r e a .  
I 'm no t  awar e  o f  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  i t  anywhe r e  in t h e  w o r l d .  I t  g e t s  my a n t e nna e  
up .  I 'm wo nde r i ng  i s  t h i s  f o r  r e a l  o r  i s  i t  some k i nd  o f  a scam? And I t h i n k



t h a t ' s  what  some o f  t h e  o t h e r  s p e a k e r s  have been w o nde r i n g  a b ou t  h e r e  t o n i g h t .  
I t  r eminds  me on one  l e v e l  o f  s ome t h i ng  l i k e  t h e  A i p e t c o  p r o j e c t  f o u r  o r  f i v e
y e a r s  ag o ,  wh i ch  some o f  you may have  r emembered ,  t h e y  we r e  g o i ng  t o  come in
and b u i l d  t h a t  b i g  p e t r o c h e m i c a l  p r o j e c t  and in e x change  f o r  t h a t  g e t  i t s  
r o y a l t y  o i l  f r om  t h e  s t a t e .  W e l l ,  t h e y  g o t  t h e  r o y a l t y  o i l  but  we n e v e r  go t  
t h e  p e t r o c h e m i c a l  p r o j e c t .  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h a t ' s  what  t h i s  i s ,  but  i t ' s  
s t r a n g e ,  t h i s  i dea  o f  an a r t i f i c i a l  snow s k i  a r e a  t h a t ' s  supposed  t o  a t t r a c t
s k i i e r s  f r o . a  a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d .  I t ' s  u n i q u e .  So I wou l d  s u gg e s t  t h a t ,  w e l l
f i r s t  o f  a l l  
p l a y  no r o l e

I wou l d  d i s a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  g e n t l eman  
in s c r u t i n i z i n g  wh e t h e r  t h i s  t h i n g

t h a t  s a i d  t he  
i s  f e a s i b l e .

s t a t e  s h ou l d  
I t h i n k  i t ' s

v e r y  much t he  s t a t e ' s  b u s i n e s s  t o  know i f  t h i s  i s  a f e a s i b l e  p r o j e c t .  I f  i t ' s  
n o t  f e a s i b l e ,  a s  t h e  H a t c h e r  Pa s s  g en t  eman men t i o n e d ,  i t ' s  g o i ng  t o  p r e c l u d e  
a n o t h e r  p o t e n t i a l l y  v i a b l e  p r o j e c t .  I t  a l s o  may p r e c l u d e  t h e . . . p l a n ' s  f o r  
e x p a n s i o n  a t  A l y e s k a ,  I d o n ' t  know.  I t i i i n k  i t ' s  v e r y  much in o u r  i n t e r e s t  t o  
know wh e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e s e  guys  know what  t h e y ' r e  d o i ng  and r e a l l y  have  i t  
t o g e t h e r  and t h a t  we f i n d  t h a t  o u t  as  s o on  as p o s s i b l e  b e f o r e  a l o t  o f  a l t e r ­
n a t i v e s  a r e  s h o t  by t h i s  l o om i n g ,  m a s s i v e  p r o j e c t .  The o t h e r  r e a s o n ,  I wanted 
t o  s t a t e  my o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g  i d e a .  The o n l y  e x p e r i e n c e
I ' v e  had w i t h  s ome t h i ng  a n a l a g o u s  t o  t h a t  i s  on t h e  we s t  c o a s t  in
Hawai i . .  . wh i ch  some o f  you may have been t o .  T h e r e ' s  v e r y  b e a u t i f u l  h i k i n g
c o u n t r y  o u t  t h e r e  wh i ch  a l o t  o f  p e o p l e  e n j o y ,  but  t h e y  do a l l o w  a h e l i c o p t e r  
c o n c e s s i o n  t o  do t h e  t y p e  o f  t h i n g  t h a t ' s  be i n g  p r op o s e d  h e r e  t h e r e .  I t ' s  an 
a b s o l u t e  a n amo l y .  Y o u ' r e  t h e r e  t o  e n j o y ,  mos t  p e o p l e  a r e  t h e r e  t o  e n j o y  the  
w i l d e r n e s s  f e e l i n g ,  t h e  b e a u t y  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  and t h e r e ' s  n o t h i n g  more 
an omo l ou s  t o  t h a t  t hen  t o  s ee  a h e l i c o p t e r  a l l  o f  a sudden come o u t  o f  a dead 
s i l e n c e  b l a z i n g  o v e r  t h e  r i d g e  and c h o pp i ng  i t ' s  way p a s t  y o u ,  i t ' s  o r d i n a r l y  
q u i t e  c l o s e ,  and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t ' s  s ome t h i n g  we need h e r e .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
t h a t  l i t t l e  i n c r emen t  i s  g o i n g  t o  phase  t h e  economy o f  An ch o r a g e .  So I wou l d  
be oppo s ed  t o  t h a t .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y ou .  I s  t h e r e  anyone  e l s e ?  S h a r o n .

Sha r o n  C i s s n a : My name i s  S h a r o n  C i s s n a  and I have  l i v e d  in A l a s k a  f o r  o n l y
20 y e a r s  and am p r e s e n t l y  a member o f  t h e  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  Sys t em A d v i s o r y  
Boa r d  and a l s o  was t h e  c h a i rman  o f  t h e  g r o up  t h a t  p r o p o s ed  and f o u g h t  f o r  t h e  
p a s s a ge  o f  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  in t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  I t h i n k  what  I 
wou l d  l i k e  t o  s a y ,  many p e o p l e  have  s a i d  many o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  I f e e l ,  what  
I ' d  l i k e  t o  me n t i o n  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  f o r  t h e  l a s t  y e a r  t h e  A d v i s o r y  Boa rd  has  
a s k ed  o v e r  and o v e r  a g a i n  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  Rogne r  p r o p o s a l  and up u n t i l  
t h e  l a s t  f ew me e t i n g s  we have had v e r y ,  v e r y  l i t t l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r e s e n t e d  t o  
u s .  At  t he  l a s t  me e t i ng  I a s k ed  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  s k i  p r o p o s a l  when 
t h e y  wou l d  be d o i ng  t h e  t e s t s  t h a t  wo u l d  g i v e  us t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f  what  t h ey  
wou l d  n e ed ,  whc.-e t h e y  wou l d  be p u t t i n g  t h e  l i f t s ,  whe r e  t h e y ' d  be g e t t i n g  
w a t e r ,  a l l  o f  t h a t  c e r t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  and t h a t  g e n t l eman  s a i d  t h a t  t h a t  
i n f o r m a t i o n  wou l d  be made a v a i l a b l e  a f t e r  t h e y  d i d  t he  s t u d y  thi . s  coming y e a r .  
So t h e  f a c t  o f  the  m a t t e r  i s  no  m a t t e r  what  I f e e l  o r  no m a t t e r  what  you f e e l  
we d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know w h a t ' s  be ng t a l k e d  a b ou t  h e r e  u n t i l  we have t h a t  I n f o r ­
m a t i o n  and t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  and i t  w i l l  n o t  be made a v a i l a b l e  
u n t i l  a f t e r  t h i s  n e x t  s p r i n g .  I am a p r i v a t e  b u s i n e s s  p e r s o n ,  I have a sma l l  
b u s i n e s s ,  and I ' v e  been t h r o u gh  t h i s  l a s t  y e a r  l i k e  you a l l  h a v e ,  and i t ' s  
been a t o ugh  y e a r  f o r  u s .  I mean,  w e ' v e  a l l  t a k e n  o u r  l i f t  and we a l l  have  
many f r i e n d s  who a r e  unemp l o yed  and we a l l  know what  i t  f e e l s  l i k e  when 
somebody comes up t o  us and s a y s  hey  I ' v e  g o t  t h i s  d e a l ,  i t ' s  g r e a t .  H e r e ' s  
t h i s  g r e a t  o p p o r t u n i t y .  I ' v e  nad t h i s  happen t o  me,  I 'm s u r e  you ha ve ,  t o o .
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And t hen  you s t a r t  l o o k i n g  a t  i t ,  p e r h a p s  t h i s  I s  s ome th i ng  t h a t ' s  be i ng  
p r op o s e d  and t h e r e ' s  no b u i l d i n g  y e t ,  o r  t h e r e ' s  no f u nd i n g  y e t ,  o r  t h e r e ' s  
p l e n t y  o f  q u e s t i o n s .  Do you j ump ahead and change  y o u r  f a m i l y ' s  p l a n s  and go 
w h o l e h e a r t e d l y  i n t o  a s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  you know n o t h i n g  a b o u t ?  I t h i n k  t h i s  I s  
one  o f  t h o s e  s o r t s  o f  s i t u a t i o n s .  I t h i n k  p e r s o n a l l y ,  n o t  s p e a k i n g  as a n y ­
t h i n g  bu t  a p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  t h a t  t h e s e  h e a r i n g s  a r e  p r em a t u r e .  We d o n ' t  
have  t he  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t ' s  n e c e s s a r y  * o r  t h e  p u b l i c  t o  g i v e  any k i nd  o f  
i n p u t .  I gue s s  I 'm a c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  I c a n ' t  h e l p  i t .  I d o n ' t  l i k e  t o  make 
p l a n s  and change p u b l i c  l and  w i t h o u t  ha v i ng  some k i nd  o f  knowl edge  and i n f o r ­
m a t i o n  and f a c t s  beh i nd  me and t h a t ' s  a l l  I ' d  l i k e  t o  s a y  and t h ank  you v e r y  
much.

Dave S t e p h e n s : Are  t h e r e  o t h e r  p e o p l e  t h a t  wou l d  l i k e  t o  comment?

Dave Y oun g : My name i s  Dave Young .  L i k e  my p r e d e c e s s o r  and a s s o c i a t e  Sha r on
C i s s n a ,  I 'm a l s o  a member o f  t h e  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  C i t i z e n ' s  A d v i s o r y  B oa r d .
I a l s o  s e r v e d  as  t he  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Sou t h  F o r k  Communi ty C o u n c i l .  I men t i on  
t h a t  o n l y  be cau se  i t  m i gh t  s e r v e  as an i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  I ' v e  been i n v o l v e d  w i t h  
t h i s  p r o j e c t  a lm o s t  f r om i t ' s  i n c e p t i o n ,  so  I 'm f a i r l y  k n ow l e d g e a b l e  o f  t he  
i ns  and t he  o u t s  o f  i t ,  even some o f  t h e  s t u f f  t h a t ' s  gone on beh i nd  t he  
s c e n e s .  But  I a l s o  want  t o  make i t  c l e a r  t h a t  I 'm s p e a k i n g  s t r i c t l y  a s  a 
p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n  and a r e s i d e n t  in Sou t h  F o r k  and as  a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t  as  t he  
p r op o s ed  s k i  l i f t  a r e  d e s i g n a t e d  on t he  s l o p e s  r i g h t  now t h e r e ' s  p r o b a b l y  no 
one  t h a t  w i l l  be impac ted g r e a t e r  t han me f r om  a l i f e s t y l e  s t a n d p o i n t .  I 'm a 
t h i r d  g e n e r a t i o n  A l a s k a n .  I ' v e  been a r o u n d ,  I ' v e  f o u g h t  b a t t l e s ,  I ' v e  wa tched 
t he  ups and t h e  downs w i t h  t he  economy and I f e e i  t h a t ,  as  Sha r on  men t i on ed  
e a r l i e r ,  t h a t  i t ' s  a l i t t l e  p r ema t u r e  t o  be l o o k i n g  a t  s p e c i f i c s .  But  i t ' s  my 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  wo r k i n g  w i t h  s t a f f  members p r e s e n t  and o t h e r  a s s o c i a t e s  on the 
b o a r d  t h a t  t h i s  f i r s t  r ound o f  h e a r i n g s  i s  c o n c e p t u a l  in n a t u r e .  What t h e y ' r e  
r e a l l y  l o o k i n g  f o r  i s  some b o t t o m l i n e  an swe r s  f r om  t he  p u b l i c  a d d r e s s i n g  the  
c o nc e r n  o f  s h o u l d  t h e r e  be comme r c i a l  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  in t he  p a r k ,  s h o u l d  
t h e r e  by a c o n c e s s i o n  f o r  a s k i  d e v e l opmen t  in t h e  p a r k ,  n o t  j u s t  in t h e  Sou th  
F o r k ,  o f  c o u r s e  we do need t o  a d d r e s s  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  c o n c e r n .  I 'm r a t h e r  
u p s e t  r i g h t  now t o  see  a good many o f  my f r i e n d s  f r om  t he  e n v i r o n m en t a l  
communi ty  whom I ' v e  been a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  f o r  25 y e a r s  t a k i n g  a p r ema t u r e  
s t a n c e ,  j u s t  coming o u t  and s a y i n g  no s k i  r e s o r t  d e ve l o pmen t  in t h e  p a r k .  As 
Sha r on  men t i o n e d ,  I t h i n k  t he  s t a f f  i s  d o i ng  a good j o b  in t r y i n g  t o  d r aw o u t  
some o f  t h e  f a c t s .  I t h i n k  t h a t  in my d e a l i n g s  w i t h  t he  d e v e l o p i n g  o f  the  
Sou t h  F o r k  as  i t ' s  p r o p o s e d ,  t h e r e ' s  a l i t t l e  c u l t u r a l  l a g  and t h e y  do b u s i ­
n e s s  d i f f e r e n t l y  in A u s t r i a ,  t h e y  d o n ' t  r e l e a s e  i n f o r m a t i o n  as  we a r e  used t o  
h a v i ng  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l e a s e d  t o  u s .  You can l o o k  in any t r a d e  j o u r n a l  in t he  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and know t h a t  t h e  r e t a i l  g r o c e r y  s t o r e s  make p r o f i t  on a
g r o s s .  You t r y  and ge t  t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  o u t  o f  t h e  A u s t r i a n s  on t he  t o u r i sm  
d e ve l o pmen t  and t h e y ' r e  n o t  w i l l i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  i t ,  s o  t h e r e ' s  a b i t  o f  a 
c u l t u r a l  gap h e r e .  I t ' s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  s t a f f  p e o p l e  t o  f i n d  o u t  ways 
t o  d e a l  w i t h  them,  dr aw o u t  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  and p r o v i d e  i t  so  t h a t  p e o p l e  
f r om t h e  a u d i e n c e  l i k e  y o u r s e l f  can a s k  t he  k i n d s  o f  i n t e l l i g e n t  q u e s t i o n s  
t h a t  you have a r i g h t  t o  e x p e c t  an swe r s  f o r .  What I 'm s e e i n g  i s  a l i t t l e  b i t  
o f  d i v i s i v e n e s s .  I ' v e  h e a r d  a l o t  t o d a y  o f  I 'm p r o  d e ve l o pmen t  and I 'm
a n t i - d e v e l o p m e n t .  What I f e e l  t h a t  we need t o  be d o i ng  as  A l a s k a n s  t h a t  a r e
commi t t ed  t o  h o l d i n g  o u t  t h r o u gh  t he  l ong hau l  w h i l e  w e ' r e  e x p e r i e n c i n g  some 
e c onomi c  down t u r n s  h e r e  o f  wo r k i ng  t o g e t h e r  t owa r ds  some c o n s t r u c t i v e ,  p o s i ­
t i v e  c h ange .  Change i s  a lm o s t  i n e v i t a b l e ,  I s uppo s e  you can t a k e  i t  t o  c o u r t
and f i g h t  i t  bu t  i t ' s  g o i ng  t o  happen and t o  me i t ' s  i ncumbent  on a l l  o f  us t o
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make s u r e  t h a t ,  by god ,  i f  i t ' s  g o i n g  t o  happen ,  w e ' r e  g o i n g  t o  ram i t  down 
t h e i r  t h r o a t s  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  i t ' s  done r i g h t .  And f r om  my d e a l i n g s  w i t h  
t h e  A u s t r i a n  d e v e l o p e r s  and f r om s t a f f ,  i t  seems t o  me t h a t  e v e r y b o d y  t h e r e  
seems t o  be w i l l i n g  t o  l o o k  a t  t h i n g s  in a p o s i t i v e  s t a n d p o i n t  and b r i n g  abou t  
some c o n s t r u c t i v e ,  p o s i t i v e  change t h a t  w i l l  b e n e f i t  us in t h e  l o n g - t e r m  
f u t u r e .  I wou l d  e n c o u r a g e  e v e r y b o d y  in the second  round o f  h e a r i n g s  t o  f o c u s  
in a l i t t l e  b i t  mo r e ,  h o p e f u l l y  w e ' l l  have  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  t o  us 
a t  t h a t  t ime ,  bu t  t o  f o c u s  in a l i t t l e  more and use  o u r  e x p e r t i s e  on i s s u e s  
and a d d r e s s  t he  i s s u e s  and make s u r e  i t ' s  m i t i g a t e d  i f . . . c o m e  a b o u t .  The l a s t  
t h i n g  on t he  h e l i c o p t e r  i s s u e  I want  t o  go on r e c o r d  as  a d aman t l y  o pp o s i n g  
comme r c i a l  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  in t he  p a r k .  Thank you .

Dave S t e p h e n s : Thank y ou .  Ar e  t h e r e  o t h e r  p e o p l e  t h a t  wou l d  l i k e  t o  speak
t o n i g h t ?  Ma'am.

Sand r a  W i c k e s : My name i s  Sand r a  Wi cke s  and I h a d n ' t  i n t e nd e d  t o  sp e a k  but
l i s t e n i n g  t o  t he  who l e  m e e t i n g ,  wh i ch I t h o ug h t  was v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  I ' d  l i k e  
t o . e cho  I t h i n k  Dave Y oung ' s  comments t h a t  i t  seemed t o  me a l o t  o f  the 
t e s t im o n y  was o f f  t h e  p o i n t  on t he  i s s u e  t h a t  S t a t e  P a r k s  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  
p e o p l e  wh ich was s h o u l d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  r e s o r t  d e ve l o pmen t  o c c u r  w i t h  in Chugach 
S t a t e  P a r k  and ,  i f  s o ,  u nde r  what  c o n d i t i o n s .  I wou l d  hope t h a t i n  t he  o t h e r
two h e a r i n g s  on t h i s  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  be more o f  t h e  " i f  s o ,  unde r  what  c o n ­
d i t i o n s " ,  and I wou l d  hope t h a t  t h e  e n v i r o n m en t a l  g r o u p s  as  w e l l  a s  t he  p r o ­
de ve l o pmen t  g r oup s  w i l l  make a p o i n t  b e cau s e  I t h i n k  P a r k s '  p u r p o s e  in t h i s
was t o  t r y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  t h e r e ' s  g o i ng  t o  be a c o n c e s s i o n  c o n t r a c t ,  what
s h o u l d  be b u i l t  i n t o  t h a t  c o n c e s s i o n  c o n t r a c t  in t h e  way o f  r e q u i r e m en t s  on 
t he  d e v e l o p e r s  so  t h a t  we can p r o t e c t  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  a t  t h e  same t ime  
de ve l o pmen t  i s  p e r m i t t e d ,  i f  i t ' s  go i n g  t o  be p e r m i t t e d  a t  a l l  and 1 d o n ' t  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  want  t o  t a k e  a s t a n d  one way o r  a n o t h e r  bu t  I wou l d  hope t h a t  we 
can have i n t e l l i g e n t  d i s c u s s i o n  on s p e c i f i c  i s s u e s  r a t h e r  t h an  j u s t  I 'm f o r  i t  
o r  I 'm a g a i n s t  i t ,  I 'm f o r  i t ,  I 'm a g a i n s t  i t ,  b e c au s e  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h i s  i s  
meant  t o  be a p o p u l a r i t y  c o n t e s t  bu t  t r y  t o  be a r e a l  j o b  o f  w o r k i n g  o u t  a 
t ough p u b l i c  p o l i c y  i s s u e .  I t h i n k  a c o u p l e  o f  p e o p l e  h i t  t h a t  and t he  l a d y  
t h a t  t a l k e d  ab ou t  t he  f i s h  and wh e r e ' s  t h e  w a t e r  g o i n g  and what  w i l l  be the  
impact  and some o t h e r  p e o p l e  men t i on ed  n o i s e  and I t h i n k  some o f  t h o s e  t h i n g s  
a r e  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  need t o  be a d d r e s s e d  and t h e r e  a r e  p r o b a b l y  a l o t  more o f  
them wh i ch  I d i d n ' t  come p r e p a r e d  because  I was e x p e c t i n g  t o  j u s t  l i s t e n  but  I 
t h i n k  t he  p e o p l e  who a r e  r e a l l y  wo r k i ng  in t h i s  a r e a  can r a i s e  a l o t  o f  the  
t h i n g s .  Even i f  you d o n ' t  want  t h e  d e v e l o pmen t ,  i f  somebody e l s e  makes the  
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t h a t  i t ' s  g o i n g  t o  happen ,  what  a r e  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  you want  t o  
make s u r e  i s  b u i l t  i n t o  t h a t  and t he  p r o t e c t i o n .  Thank y o u .

Dave S t e p h e n s : Thank you .

Toni  S m i t h : My name i s  Toni  Smi t h  and I wou l d  l i k e  t o  s e cond  what  t he  woman
j u s t  s a i d  t h a t  I t h i n k  t h a t  we need t o  wo r k  t owa r d s  some c o n d i t i o n s  and 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  how we m i gh t  use  t h e  p a r k  and c o m p a t i b l e  u s e s ,  t h a t  one  g r oup  
s h o u l d  no t  be e x c l u s i v e l y  c o n s i d e r e d  o r  u n e q u a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  t h an  o t h e r  
g r o u p s .  I ' d  a l s o  l i k e  t o  r emind t h e  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  C i t i z e n ' s  A d v i s o r y  
Boa rd  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  t he  p e o p l e  t h a t  r e qu e s t e d  t h a t  t h e s e  h e a r i n g s  be h e l d  f o r  
p o l i c y  d i r e c t i o n  f o r  how t he  h e l i c o p t e r s  mi gh t  be used o r  n o t  used in the 
s t a t e  p a r k .  So t h e r e f o r e  i t  makes i t  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  
t h i s  i s  p r em a t u r e .  I do t h i n k  t h a t ,  in f a c t ,  a l l  o f  us do need t o  s t u d y  the  
f a c t s  and I do t h i n k  t h a t  we need t o  examine  o u r  own s e l v e s  and o u r  own g o a l s
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and o u r  own d e s i r e s  o f  what  we see  t h a t  we want  as  i n d i v i d u a l s  in t he  s t a t e  
p a r k .  They a r e n ' t  s t a y i n g  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  what  y o u ' r e  s a y i n g .

Dave S t e p h e n s : Thank y ou .  O t he r  p e o p l e ?

_____________ : I j u s t  want  t o  make one  q u i c k  comment .  I s p oke  b e f o r e  but
t h e r e ' s  one  t h i n g  I want  t o  s a y  i s . . . p a r k  s e v e r a l  f o l k s . . . q u e r i e d  t h e  economic  
v i a b i l i t y  o f  t h i s  t h i n g  and I j u s t  want  t o  comment t h a t  I 'm j u s t  f i l l e d  w i t h  
s p i t e  f o r  i t  e v e r y  t  i m e . . . comes up .  I j u s t  dash o u t  t o  E a g l e  R i v e r  V i s i t o r  
C e n t e r  and show t h e m . . . b u b b l e  o v e r  w i t h  p r i d e  and wonde rment  j u s t  l o o k i n g  a t  
i t .  C e r t a i n l y  p e r s o n a l l y  r e a l i z e  how l o v e l y  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  w o r l d  i s  and you 
want  t o  keep i t  t h a t  way ,  g r e a t ,  so  do I .  But  as  f a r  a s  comme r c i a l  v i a b i l i t y  
o f  h a v i ng  p e o p l e  f r om a r ound  t he  w o r l d  come t o  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  appea l  o f  E ag l e  
R i v e r  V a l l e y  and t h e  a r e a  a r ound  i t . . . f o r  c a n o e i n g ,  f o r  a l l  t y p e s  o f  t h i n g s ,  I 
d o n ' t  s e e  how anyone  who ' s  been back  t h e r e  and e x p e r i e n c e d  i t  c o u l d  have any 
d oub t  o f  t h e  w o r l dw i d e  appea l  t h a t  a r e a  h a s .  I t  n e v e r  o c c u r r e d  t o  me t o  
q u e s t i o n  i t .  I k n ow . . . m y s e l f  you know j u s t . . . b u t  as  f a r  a s  you know wh e t h e r  a 
d e v e l o p e r  who wou l d  want  t o  t r y  t o  t o p  t h a t . . . p e o p l e  come f r om a r ound  the 
v / o r l d ,  h e y ,  I ' v e  s e e n ,  I ' v e  known t h e . . . I  j u s t  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h a t .

Dave S t e p h e n s :  Mr .  W i cke r s h am.

Mr .  W i c k e r s h am : I j u s t  want  t o  c l a r i f y  t h a t  a s  f a r  as  my comments we re
c o nc e r n ed  I was d i s c u s s i n g  t he  p h y s i c a l  and t e c h n i c a l  v i a b i l i t y  o f  t h i s  s i t e  
and t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  in mak ing a d e t e r m i n a t i o n  as  t o  wh e t h e r  t h i s  i s  a
v i a b l e  s k i  a r e a  s i t e .  . . .  I t ' s  a y e a r - r o u n d . . . come f r om a r ound  t he  w o r l d  and
see  t h i s  l o v e l y  v a i l e y .  I 'm t a l k i n g  ab ou t  p h y s i c a l  v i a b i l i t y  o f  t h a t  s i t e  as
a s k i  r e s o r t .

Dave S t e p h e n s : I ' d  l i k e  t o  r e p e a t  where  we go f r om h e r e .  The S t a t e  P a r k s
s t a f f ,  t h e  A d v i s o r y  B o a r d ,  and o t h e r  p e o p l e ,  a r e  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  
p a r t i c u l a r s  o f  t h e s e  v a r i o u s  i s s u e s ,  do r e s e a r c h ,  l o o k  a t  t h e  j o u r n a l s .  We 
w i l l  be d r aw i ng  up v a r i o u s  a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  t r y  and meet  some o f  t h e  demands
t h a t  a r e  b e i ng  p l a c e d  on t he  p a r k .  We w i l l  w r i t e  up t he  r e s u l t s  o f  t o n i g h t ' s
m e e t i n g .  We hope t o  have t h o s e  a v a i l a b l e  in abou t  two weeks '  t im e .  I f  you 
have s i g n e d  up we w i l l  pu t  you on t h e  m a i l i n g  l i s t  and you w i l l  g e t  summar i es  
o f  t he  me e t i n g s  as w e l l  as  upda t e s  on upcoming mee t i n g s  and what  t he  p r o j e c t  
s t a t u s  i s  o v e r  t he  summer .  We w i l l  go o u t  w i t h  a n o t h e r  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g ,  a 
s e r i e s  o f  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s ,  l a t e r  t h i s  summer w i t h  a c t u a l  d r a f t  l a nguage  and a t  
t h a t  t ime  you w i l l  have  much more s p e c i f i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  you can r e a c t  t o .  
The p u r p o s e  o f  t o n i g h t ' s  mee t i ng  was t o  d e a l  in c o n c e p t u a l  m a t t e r s  and t h a t ' s  
d i f f i c u l t .  We a l l  have i n c omp l e t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  and so  w e ' r e  h a v i ng  t o  use  o u r  
im a g i n a t i o n s  and be c r e a t i v e .  But a t  t h e  second r ound w e ' l l  have much more 
s p e c i f i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  and we hope t h a t  you w i l l  t u r n  o u t .  We do have a b ou t  30 
more m i n u t e s  b e f o r e  we g e t  k i c k e d  o u t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  and i f  y o u ' d  l i k e  we can
be a v a i l a b l e  f o r  q u e s t i o n s  and answer s  h e r e  t o n i g h t .  We have t h e  s u p e r i n t e n ­
den t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  p a r k ,  we have me as  p r o j e c t  manage r  and Al  Me i n e r s  who ' s  
been w i t h  S t a t e  P a r k s  f o r  a number o f  y e a r s ,  so  i f  t h e r e  a r e  any q u e s t i o n s  
t h a t  you have  o f  us r i g h t  now abou t  t he  p r o c e s s ,  a b ou t  what  i n f o r m a t i o n  we 
have a v a i l a b l e ,  ab ou t  s o u r c e s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  we 'd  be happy t o  an swe r  y o u r  
qu e s t  i o n s .

[The mee t i ng  was a d j o u r n e d  a f t e r  s e v e r a l  m i nu t e s  o f  i n f o rm a l  d i s c u s s  among 
P a r k s  s t a f f  and t h e  p u b l i c . ]
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E a g l e  R i v e r ,  May 2 6 ,  108 p e o p l e  a t t e n d i n g ,  *>8 o f f e r i n g  t e s t i m o n y

J im Wad d e l 1 : My name f s  J im W a d d e l l .  I am a r e s i d e n t  a t  E a g l e  R i v e r ,  A l a s k a .
I ' d  l i k e  t o  sp eak  on two i s s u e s .  The f i r s t  i s  t h e  s k i  a r e a  and i t s  c ompa t -  
a b i l i t y  w i t h  t he  p l a n .  The second  i s  t he  g r e e n b e l t  in E a g l e  R i v e r  and my 
t h ou g h t s  on t h a t .  F i r s t ,  a b ou t  t h e  s k i  a r e a ,  i t  seems t o  me t h a t  we ' v e  had a 
d e v e l o p e r  who has come t o  us w i t h ,  b a s i c a l l y  a s k i n g  t h e  s t a t e  what  t he  r u l e s  
a r e  f o r  d e v e l o pmen t .  L o ok i ng  a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h e  p r o p o s a l  l o o k s  l i k e  i t  i s  
c o n s i s t e n t ,  more  o r  l e s s ,  w i t h  t he  p l a n .  I t  seems l i k e  t h e  s t a t e  has imme­
d i a t e l y  th r own open t he  wh o l e  p r o c e s s  a g a i n .  We ' ve  had somebody who has come 
t o  us a s k i n g  us what  t h e  r u l e s  a r e  and t r y i n g  t o  be w i t h i n  t h e  r u l e s  as  much 
as  p o s s i b l e  and s u d d e n l y  we ' v e  opened t h i s  m o r r a s s  f o r  a d e v e l o p e r  t o  j u s t  
d i v e  i n t o  and keep e x pend i ng  h i s  f unds  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  ch a s e  a mov ing t a r g e t .  
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t ' s  f a i r  and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t ' s  t h e  s o r t  o f  message  t h a t  t he  
S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  wan t s  t o  send t o  p e o p l e  f r om  t h e  o u t s i d e  who a r e  t r y i n g  t o  
b r i n g  j o b s  and money i n t o  o u r  a r e a .  I 'm p e r s o n a l l y  in f a v o r  o f  t h e  s k i  a r e a .  
I t h i n k  i t s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  r e c r e a t i o n a l  us e  in t h e  a r e a  and I t h i n k  i t  wou l d  
be an economi c  s h o t - i n - t h e - a r m  f o r  t h e  s t a t e .  My second s e t  o f  comments a r e  
on t h e  g r e e n b e l t  p r o p o s a l  in E ag l e  R i v e r .  The s t a t e  i s  p r o p o s i n g  t o  spend a 
g r e a t  d e a l  o f  money and t r a d e  v e r y  v a l u a b l e  r e s o u r c e s  t o  t h e  E k l u t n a  C o r p o r ­
a t i o n  t o  r e g a i n  and r e c a p t u r e  t h i s  E a g l e  R i v e r  d r a i n a g e  i n t o  t he  g r e e n b e l t .  I 
t h i n k  i t ' s  e x t r e m e l y  imp o r t a n t  t h a t  i t  be d e v e l o p e d  in a way so t h a t  p e o p l e  
w i t h i n  E ag l e  R i v e r  and Ancho r age  can use  t h i s  r e s o u r c e .  I t h i n k  t h a t  we need 
t o  s i t  back  and t h i n k  v e r y  c a r e f u l l y  b e f o r e  we p l ow  a h i ghway and a b r i d g e  
r i g h t  t h r o u gh  t he  m i d d l e  o f  t h i s  t h i n g .  I t h i n k  t h a t  w e ' r e  l o o k i n g  a t  g r a d e s  
t h a t  a r e  s t e e p e r  t h an  t he  c u r r e n t  h i ghway b r i d g e  on E a g l e  R i v e r ,  on t he  G l enn 
Highway .  We ' r e  l o o k i n g  a t  p o s s i b l y  heavy  f og  l i g h t s  because  t h a t  a r e a  i s  v e r y  
f o gg y  —  I l i v e  up and l o o k  o v e r  t h a t  a r e a .  We a r e  l o o k i n g  a t  a l o t  o f  
w i l d l i f e  t h e r e  and a p p a r e n t l y  n o b od y ' s  t h ou g h t  a b ou t  f e n c i n g  t o  keep t he  moose 
o f f  t he  h i ghway .  T r u c k s ,  n o i s e  and s o  f o r t h  g o i ng  r i g h t  a l o n g  t h e s e  p r op o s ed  
o u t s i d e  a r e a s ,  p l a c e s  whe r e  p e o p l e  can w a l k  a l o n g  and e n j o y  n a t u r e  and I wou l d 
c on t e nd  t h a t  you c a n ' t  e n j o y  n a t u r e  t o o  much w i t h  t h e  n o i s e  o f  t r u c k s  and 
t r a f f i c  and t h e  f i l t h  and g a r ba g e  t h a t  o c c u r s  a l o n g  h i ghway s .  Then when you 
g e t  up t o  the  b r i d g e  y o u ' v e  g o t  t h e  g a r b a g e  t h e r e .  Y o u ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  e n j o y  t he  
r i v e r  and y o u ' v e  g o t  a h i ghway b r i d g e  and I t h i n k  i f  t h a t  go e s  t h r o u gh  we 
migh t  as w e l l  j u s t  use  t he  a r e a  be tween H i l a n d  Road and t h e  G l enn  Highway as  a 
l a n d f i l l  and w e ' l l  l e t  i t  go a t  t h a t  b- c a u s e  t h e r e  w o n ' t  be any r e c r e a t i o n a l  
r e s o u r c e s  t o  be had in t h e  a r e a .  Thanl .  you v e r y  much f o r  y o u r  t ime .

Al M e i n e r s : The n e x t  p e r s o n  i s  T e r r y  Fo r eman .

T e r r y  F o r eman : My name i s  T e r r y  Fo r eman .  I d o n ' t  r e p r e s e n t  anyone  but
m y s e l f .  I l i v e  on H i l a n d  Road and I am in f a v o r  o f  t h e  sk i  a r e a  because  I 
a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  g e n t l eman  b e f o r e  me,  I t h i n k  i t  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  r e c r e ­
a t i o n a l  use o f  t he  a r e a .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  a r e  enough s a f e g u a r d s ,  in as much as 
t he  p r o c e s s  we a r e  in r i g h t  now w i t h  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s ,  t o  p r e v e n t  a n y t h i n g  
h o r r i b l e  f r om  t a k i n g  p l a c e  f r om t h a t  d e v e l o pmen t .  I t h i n k  i t ' s  t ime f o r  us 
now, more be cau se  we a r e  f o r c e d  t o ,  t h an  be cau s e  we a r e  w a n t i ng  t o ,  t o  s t a r t  
t h i n k i n g  ab ou t  t he  ec onomi c  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  o f  t h i s .  E v e r y b o dy  i s  s a y i n g  t h a t  
t o u r i s m  i s  g o i n g  t o  be r e a l  im p o r t a n t  and y e t  I t h i n k  you a r e  go i ng  t o  f i n d  
t h a t  o u r  f a c i l i t i e s  t h a t  a r e  d e v e l o p e d  now a r e  g o i ng  t o  be a t  t h e i r  l i m i t s  
v e r y  soon and I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  g o i n g  t o  be a b i g  p l u s  f o r  o u r  t o u r i sm  draw and 
I t h i n k  t he  impact  o f  i t  i s  g o i n g  t o  be mi n ima l  on t h e  a r e a  up t h e r e .  As f a r



t h a t ' s  a b ou t  i t .  I 'm in f a v o r  o f  i t .  I t h i n k  i t  makes e c onomi c  s e n s e .  I 
t h i n k  i t  makes e n v i r o n m en t a l  s e n s e .  I t ' s  b a s i c a l l y ,  I t h i n k ,  a sound i dea  
g i v e n  t h e  p r o c e s s  t h a t  w e ' r e  g o i n g  t h r ou g h  r i g h t  now and I t h i n k  i t  wou l d  be 
v e r y  p r u d e n t  f o r  us  no t  t o  d r ag  o u r  f a e t  v e r y  much more  b e c au s e  I wou l d  t h i n k  
t h a t  H r .  Rogne r  m i gh t  s t a r t  l o o k i n g  somewhere e l s e  i f  he s e e s  months  and y e a r s  
o f  h e a r i n g s  ahead o f  him.  As f a r  a s  t he  E ag l e  R i v e r  g r e e n b e 11 - a r e a , I f a v o r
t h a t  i d ea  and I f e e l  t h a t  t h e  amount o f  d e v e l opmen t  t h a t  t a k e s  p l a c e  in t h e
r i v e r  bo t t om down t h e r e  s h o u l d  p r o b a b l y  be v e r y  m i n im a l .  P r i m i t i v e  t r a i l s ,  as 
f ew p a r k i n g  l o t - t y p e  t h i n g s  as  p o s s i b l e  be cau se  t h o s e  have  a t e ndency  t o  t u r n
i n t o  g a r b a g e  dumps.  As f a r  a s  t he  h e l i c o p t e r  o p e r a t i o n s ,  I t h i n k  t h e y ' v e  been
s a i d  no t o  tw i c e .  I t h i n k  i t  mi gh t  no t  be a bad i dea  t o  t r y  a s h o r t  t r i a l  
b a s i s  t y p e  o f  a t h i n g  and have some o f  y o u r  p e o p l e  l o o k  a t  t h e  impact  o f  i t .  
Maybe g i v e  them a p e rm i t  f o r  one  s e a s on  f o r  a v e r y  l i m i t e d  number  o f  l a n d i n g s  
and see  what  comes o f  i t  f r om t h a t .  Thank you .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y ou .  W i l l i a m  Reedy?  No?

j Wi 11 iam R e e d y ; My name i s  W i l l i a m  Reedy .  I 'm a l o c a l  b u s i n e s s  man h e r e  in
E a g l e  R i v e r  and I am go i ng  t o  l i m i t  my comments t o  t h e  r e s o r t  d e v e l o pmen t .
The map on t he  back  w a l l  t h e r e  p r e t t y  much speak s  f o r  i t s e l f .  The p e r i p h e r a l
a r e a  t h a t  s u r r o u n d s  E a g l e  R i v e r  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be t he  n o n - w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a  
wh ich i s  t h e  a r e a  w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  a b ou t  f o r  r e s o r t  d e v e l o p m en t .  E c o n o m i c a l l y  
t h e  b u s i n e s s  communi t y  has  been t o l d  t h e r e  i s  g o i ng  t o  be p o s s i b l y  2 , 0 0 0  j o b s  
c r e a t e d  t h r o u gh  t h i s  r e s o r t ,  wh ich I t h i n k  d u r i n g  t he  c u r r e n t  economi c  woes
t h a t  i t  i s  s ome th i ng  t h a t  we s h o u l d  be r e a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  g e t t i n g .  Some o f
t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  I ' v e  he a r d  f r om t h e  p r e v i o u s  h e a r i n g ,  i t  wou l d  sound l i k e  you
we r e  t r y i n g  t o  pu t  a ch em i ca l  wa s t e  dump o r  a n u c l e a r  r e a c t o r  on H i l a n d
Moun t a i n  o r  s ome t h i n g .  The s k i  a r e a  i s  ab ou t  t h e  c l e a n e s t  t h i n g  you can do
i n d u s t r y - w i s e .  A l s o  what  we ' v e  been t o l d ,  t h e  v i l l a g e  f o r  t h e  p r op o s e d  s k i  
a r e a  wou l d  be a p e d e s t r i a n - o n l y  v i l l a g e .  I t  wou l d no t  be any  v e h i c l e s  a l l o w e d  
in t h e r e .  So I t h i n k  t h a t  wou l d  a l s o  l i m i t  t h e  a u t o m o b i l e  p o l l u t i o n  in t h a t  

I a r e a .  The o n l y  o t h e r  t h i n g  I have t o  s a y  i s  t h a t  I c a n ' t  see whe r e  some o f

I
 t h e  H a t c h e r  Pa s s  p e o p l e  in t h e  pa s s  have been c o m p l a i n i n g  a b ou t  us h a v i ng  o u r

own s k i  a r e a .  They s a y  t h e r e  have been e x p e r t s  who a r e  coming i n t o  E ag l e  
R i v e r  s a y i n g ,  " No ,  t h i s  i s  n o t  a good s p o t  f o r  a s k i  a r e a . "  They have n o t  
been g i v i n g  us any d o cumen t a t i o n  o r  any k i nd  o f  p r o o f  a s  t o  why E a g l e  R i v e r  
wou l d  n o t  be a good sk i  a r e a  and I wou l d  l i k e  t o  h e a r  anyone  who i s  h e r e  
t o n i g h t  t o  t a l k  a b ou t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  s u b j e c t  I ' d  l i k e  t o  a t  l e a s t  g e t  some 
f a c t s  on r e c o r d  o r  s ome th i ng  in w r i t i n g  t o  p r o v e  t h a t  o u r  s k i  a r e a  i s  n o t  
f e a s i b l e .  T h a t ' s  a l l  t h e  comments I h a ve .  Thank you .

Al M e i n e r s : Thank y o u .  Thomas Wood.

Thomas Wood : My name i s  Thomas Wood.  I 'm a 1 5 - y e a r  r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  v a l l e y .

I
I am P r e s i d e n t  o f  t he  E a g l e  R i v e r  V a l l e y  Communi ty C o u n c i l  and as  such r e p r e ­
s e n t  the  E a g l e  R i v e r  V a l l e y  Communi ty C o u n c i l .  We a r e  in f a v o r  o f  t h i s  
p r o j e c t .  We f e e l  t h a t  t h e  new c l e a n  i n d u s t r y ,  t h e  t o u r i s m ,  i s  a n e c e s s a r y  
p a r t  o f  o u r  economy h e r e  and as such we a r e  100% beh i nd  i t .  The f a c i l i t i e s  
t h a t  w i l l  come w i t h  t h i s  and t he  i n c r e a s e d  a c c e s s  t o  o u r  p a r k ,  and we a r e  100% 
f o r  i t .  We r e q u e s t  one t h i n g  o f  t h e  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s ,  t h a t  we have t he  p u b l i c  
p r o c e s s  and i npu t  i n t o  t h o s e  f a c i l i t i e s ,  t h e  c a p i t a l  imp r o v emen t s ,  how t he  
f a c i l i t y  w i l l  be o p e r a t e d ,  and a l l  o t h e r  g e rma i ne  i s s u e s  in t h e  de ve l o pmen t  o f  
t h i s  p r o c e s s .  I want  t o  r e i t e r a t e ,  I s a i d  r e s i d e n t s ,  we r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h e
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i t  i s  n o t  a p p r o p r i a t e  a t  t h i s  t ime  t o  go t h r o u g h  them a ! ! ,  t h ey  r ange  e v e r y ­
whe r e  f r om  w a t e r ,  s ew e r ,  l o c a l  h i r e ,  m o t o r i z e d  a c c e s s ,  e t c . ,  e t c .  P a r k s  
s h o u l d  n o t  be s e t  a s i d e  and f e n c ed  o f f  bu t  used in an a p p r o p r i a t e  manne r .  We 
s t a n d  100% b e h i nd  t h i s  p r o j e c t  and t h e r e  a r e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 0 , 0 0 0  t o  1 2 , 0 0 0  
who l i v e  w i t h i n  o u r  a r e a  and t h a t  i s  t h e  a r e a  bounded by E a g l e  R i v e r ,  Meadow 
C r e e k  and t he  p a r k  b oun da r y  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  E a g l e  R i v e r  V a l l e y .  We 
have  d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  i s s u e  t h r e e  t ime s  d u r i n g  t he  l a s t  e i g h t  months  in o u r  
m o n t h l y  communi t y  c o u n c i l  me e t i n g s  and we a r e  b e h i n d .  The g r e e n b e l t ,  a g a i n ,  
we have  d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  i s s u e  a t  l e n g t h ,  we a r e  a b s o l u t e l y  f o r  i t .  We wou l d  
i i k e  t o  go  one s t e p  f u r t h e r  and t r y  t o  p i c k  up t he  Sou th  F o r k  F a l l s  in t h a t  
g r e e n b e l t  a c q u i s i t i o n .  Tha t  was a swap a l m o s t  d o i I a r - f o r - d o l 1a r  on t h a t  l and 
t r a d e  s o  i t  d i d  n o t  i n c l u d e  a bunch o f  money ,  someone k i nd  o f  gave  t h e  im­
p r e s s i o n  e a r l i e r .  A g a i n ,  i s s u e s  w i t h i n  t h i s  a r e a  have t o  be d e a l t  w i t h  on a 
c a s e - b y - c a s e  b a s i s .  You j u s t  c a n ' t  go in and make b l a n k e t  s t a t e m en t s  on t h e s e  
i s s u e s .  And on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  i s s u e ,  w e ' l l  p a s s  on t h a t .  I t h an k  you .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y o u .  T e r r y  K o c h e r .

T e r r y  K o c h e r : My name i s  T e r r y  K o c h e r .  I have  a d e g r e e  in w i l d l i f e  manage­
ment and I am c u r r e n t l y  s t u d y i n g  p l a n n i n g .  I have  l i v e d  in E a g l e  R i v e r  V a l l e y  
f o r  13 y e a r s  and have  grown t o  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  b e a u t y ,  t h e  s p l e n d o r  and t h e  
m a g n i f i c e n c e  o f  i t  mo r e  each  y e a r .  The t h i n g  wh i ch  c o n t i n u a l l y  imp r e s s e s  me 
i s  t h a t  a v a l l e y  s o  b e a u t i f u l  e x i s t s  s o  c l o s e  t o  A n c ho r ag e .  One o f  my b i g g e s t  
c o n c e r n s  i s  t he  s e t t i n g  a p r e c e d e n t  in t he  us e  o f  p a r k  l and  f o r  d e v e l o pmen t a l  
p u r p o s e s .  T h i s  a l s o  a p p l i e s  t o  h e l i c o p t e r  o p e r a t i o n s .  I d o n ' t  f e e l  i t  i s  
r i g h t  t o  a l l o w  a p r e c e d e n t  t o  be s e t  wh i ch  can be h a rm f u l  t o  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  
p a r k s .  Commerc i a l  h e l i c o p t e r  o p e r a t i o n s  i n c l u d i n g  s i g h t s e e i n g  and h e l i c o p t e r  
s k i i n g  a r e  i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h ,  and c o u n t e r p r o d u c t i v e  t o ,  t h e  i d ea  o f  Chugach 
S t a t e  P a r k .  Because  o f  t h e i r  m o b i l i t y ,  h e l i c o p t e r s  w i l l  be t empted t o  g e t  so  
c l o s e  t o  w i l d l i f e  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  s c a r e  i t  away .  Two main o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  
m a s t e r  p l a n  wou l d  be c o n t r a v e n e d  by h e l i c o p t e r  s i g h t s e e i n g .  The o b j e c t i v e s  
a r e :  t o  m i n i m i z e  t h e  impac t  o f  human p r e s e n c e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in t h e  w i l d e r ­
n e s s ,  s c e n i c ,  and f r a g i l e  a r e a s ;  and s e c o n d l y ,  t o  p r e s e r v e  e x i s t i n g  w i l d l i f e  
h a b i t a t  and e n c o u r a g e  t he  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  w i l d l i f e  v i ew i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  t he  
p a r k .  The p r e s e n c e  o f  h e l i c o p t e r s  w i l l  a l m o s t  s u r e l y  c a u s e  w i l d l i f e  t o  be 
f o r c e d  f a r t h e r  and f a r t h e r  back  i n t o  t he  p a r k ,  away f r om  t h o s e  who wou l d  v i ew 
i t  by f o o t .  I do n o t  f e e l  t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r  o p e r a t i o n s  s h o u l d  have  t he  p r i v i ­
l e g e  o f  d e ny i ng  t o  o t h e r s  b e n e f i t s  wh i ch  b e l o ng  t o  e v e r y o n e .  A n o t h e r  impo r ­
t a n t  a s p e c t  i s  t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r  t r a f f i c  wou l d  add t o  t h e  a l r e a d y  numerous 
a i r c r a f t  t r a f f i c  in E a g l e  R i v e r  V a l l e y .  H e l i c o p t e r s ,  a l o n g  w i t h  o t h e r  a i r  
t r a f f i c ,  wou l d  become so numerous  t h a t  t h e y  wou l d  be more o b n o x i o u s  than t h e y  
a l r e a d y  a r e .  I t  w o u l d n ' t  be l ong  b e f o r e  t h ey  w o u U  become as  o b n o x i o u s  as  
m o s q u i t o s .  H e l i c o p t e r s  a r e  a l r e a d y  s o  numerous  t h a t  I can a l r e a d y  t e l l  what  
k i nd  t h ey  a r e  w i t h o u t  l o o k i n g  a t  t hem.  I f e e l  a g r e e n b e l t  i s  an e x c e l l e n t  
i dea  t o  t i e  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  in w i t h  t h e  b i k e  t r a i l s .  T h i s  de v e l opmen t  
wou l d  a l l o w  p e o p l e  t o  e n j o y  E a g l e  R i v e r  V a l l e y  w h i l e  on t h e i r  way t o  o r  f r om 
the  E a g l e  R i v e r  V i s i t o r  C e n t e r .  M o t o r i z e d  t r a f f i c  in t h e  g r e e n b e l t  a r e a  and 
t he  r i v e r  b o t t om s h o u l d  be o u t  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  B e s i d e s  b e i ng  dange r o u s  t o  
t h em s e l v e s  and o b n o x i o u s  t o  o t h e r s ,  t h i s  t y pe  o f  t r a f f i c  wou l d  s e v e r e l y  
d e t r a c t  f r om  t h e  e n j o ymen t  o f  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k .  Thank y ou .

Al M e i n e r s : Thank you very  much. Dave J ones .
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Dave J o n e s : My name i s  Dave J o n e s .  I am a r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  H i l a n d  a r e a ,  Sou th
F o r k .  I 'm a l s o  t h e  Sou t h  F o r f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f o r  t h e  E ag l e  R i v e r / C h u g a c h  
Boa r d  o f  P a r k s  and R e c r e a t i o n .  I 'm no t  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  b o a r d ,  I j u s t  men­
t i o n e d  t h a t  s o  y o u ' l l  know wher e  I 'm coming f r om .  As f a r  a s  t h e  r e s o r t  g o e s ,  
a s  an i n d i v i d u a l  I f e e l  t h a t  i t ' s  in c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  a l l  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  I ' v e
he a r d  f o r  m u l t i p l e  u s e  o f  p u b l i c  l and s  and I f e e l  t h a t  S t a t e  P a r k s  i s  a l s o
unde r  t h a t  same g u i s e  as  a m u l t i p l e  use  f a c i l i t y .  P r e s e n t l y ,  t h e  f a c i l i t y  o f  
t h e  s t a t e  p a r k  i s  v e r y  l i m i t e d  as  t o  who can use  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  and t h e  a r e a  
in t he  e a s t e r n  i n n e r  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  p a r k  and I t h i n k  t h a t  a r e s o r t  o f  t h i s  
t y p e  —  w e l l  p l a n n e d ,  wh i ch  I b e l i e v e  i t  wou l d  be w i t h  a man o f  Mr .  R o g n e r ' s  
c a l i b r e  and r e p u t a t i o n ,  and I 'm s u r e  t h a t  t h e  p a r k  p e o p l e  t h em se l v e s  w i l l  make
s u r e  t h a t  c o n t r o l  i s n ' t  l o s t  t h r o u gh  t h e  d e v e l o pmen t  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  As f a r
as  t h e  g r e e n b e l t  i s s u e  g o e s ,  I hope t h a t  s t a t e  p a r k  p e o p l e  a r e  g o i ng  t o  t a k e  a 
l o t  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n m un i c i p a l  p l a n .  The r e  i s  a l o t  o f  t ime  t h a t  has been pu t  
i n t o  t h a t ,  n e v e r  mind t h e  money ,  bu t  a l o t  o f  t ime  and c o n c e r n  and I n t e r e s t
and a l o t  o f  h e a r i n g s  and e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  t h a t ' s  gone i n t o  t h a t  p l a n  and i t
w i l l  be a r e a l  shame i f  t h a t  w a s n ' t  t a k en  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  in a g r e a t  way.  
I 'm no t  g o i n g  t o  men t i on  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s .  I l i v e  in H i l a n d  on t h e  Sou t h  F o r k  
and I w o n ' t  men t i on  t h a t  o n e .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thanks ,  Dave .  Ron A k s am i t .

Ron A k s a m i t : My name i s  Ron A k s am i t .  I 'm a r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Sou t h  F o r k  o f
E a g l e  R i v e r .  I s u p p o r t  t h e  p r op o s e d  l o dge  and s k i  d e v e l o pmen t .  T h i s  d e v e l o p ­
ment  i s  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n  a r e a  as  p o i n t e d  o u t  in t h e  g u i d e l i n e s  
t h a t  we re  handed o u t  t o  u s .  A l s o  I ' d  l i k e  t o  men t i o n  t h a t  p r o b a b l y  mos t  o f  
t h e  s k i  a r e a s  in t h e  w o r l d  a r e  i n s t a l l e d  in s t a t e  p a r k s ,  n a t i o n a l  p a r k s ,
gove r nmen t - owned  p r o p e r t i e s  be cau se  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  v e r y  f ew o f  t h e  mo u n t a i n -  
t o p s  a r e  p r i / a t e l y  owned.  Most  o f  t h a t  t y pe  o f  a r e a  i s  owned by g o v e r nmen t s ,  
n o t  o n l y  h e r e  but  in t he  l owe r  **8, in Canada ,  E u r o pe ,  t h r o u g h o u t  t he  w o r l d ,  so  
t h e r e f o r e  mos t  o f  t he  s k i  a r e a s  a r e  pu t  in s t a t e  p a r k s ,  n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t s ,
n a t i o n a l  p a r k s ,  t h i s  s o r t  o f  t h i n g .  I t ' s  an a c c e p t e d  u s e  t h r o u g h o u t  t he  
w o r l d .  A l s o ,  I f e e l  t h a t  t he  s t a t e  p a r k s  s h o u l d  be made a v a i l a b l e  t o  a w i d e r  
g r o up  o f  p e o p l e .  R i g h t  now i t ' s  p r e t t y  much r e s t r i c t e d  as  t o  t h e  number  o f  
p e o p l e  t h a t  can u s e  i t .  The v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  t he  a c r e a g e  o f  s t a t e  p a r k s ,  as 
you can s e e  by l o o k i n g  a t  t he  map,  i s  w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a .  Even t h e  a r e a  t h a t  i s  
l i s t e d  as  nor , -wi  1 d e r n e s s  a r e a ,  t he  a c c e s s  i s  q u i t e  l i m i t e d ,  so  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  
a r e  l i m i t e d  t o  t h o s e  t h a t  a r e  n o r m a l l y  c a r r i e d  on in w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a s .  The r e  
have been some c o n c e r n s  e x p r e s s e d  a b ou t  w a t e r ,  s ewe r ,  l i g h t s ,  n o i s e ,  t r a n s p o r ­
t a t i o n ,  e t c . ,  I f e e l  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  Rogne r  T o u r i s t i k  d e v e l o pmen t  w i l l  t a k e  
t h e s e  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  I ' v e  spoken  w i t h  them ab o u t  i t .  They made good
p r e s e n t a t i o n s .  I ' v e  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  t h e  s k i  l i f t s  w i t h  t he
company c h a t ' s  f u r n i s h i n g  t h e  l i f t s .  T h e y ' v e  i n s t a l l e d  s k i  l i f t s  in a r e a s ,  
i n . . . n a t i o n a l  p a r k s  in Canada ,  o t h e r  a r e a s  whe r e  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on d i s ­
t u r b i n g  t h e  e n v i r o nmen t  a r e  p r o b a b l y  more s e v e r e  t hen  a n y t h i n g  you p e o p l e  put  
on them.  They a r e  v e r y  e x p e r i e n c e d  and t h e y ' v e  i n s t a l l e d  l i f t s  a r ound  t he  
w o r l d .  ' i oweve r ,  s i n c e  Rogne r  i s  p r o b a b l y  n o t  g o i n g  t o  be t h e  o n l y  f i r m  
b i d d i n g  on t h i s ,  I t h i n k  a l l  o f  t he  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  t h a t  have been e x p r e s s e d
b e f o r e h a n d  in v a r i o u s  o t h e r  me e t i n g s  and p r e s e n t a t i o n s  s h o u l d  be made a p a r t
o f  t h e  r e q u i r e m en t s  in c a s e  some o t h e r  f i r m  d e c i d e s  t o  d e v e l o p  t h i s ,  we a r e n ' t  
s t u c k  w i t h  s ome th i ng  t h a t  we d o n ' t  r e a l l y  wan t .  As f a r  a s  t he  h e l i c o p t e r  
l a n d i n g s  in s t a t e  p a r k s  g o ,  I 'm oppos ed  t o  t h a t .  My o p p o s i t i o n  i s  p u r e l y  
p e r s o n a l .  I l i v e  in t he  Sou t h  F o r k  o f  E ag l e  R i v e r .  We have  m i l i t a r y  h e l i ­
c o p t e r s  coming o v e r  o c c a s i o n a l l y .  I f i n d  t h e  n o i s e  v e r y  i r r i t a t i n g  w i t h  t h e i r



Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y ou ,  Ron.  D i c k  E r i c k s o n .

D i c k  E r i c k s o n : My name i s  D i c k  E r i c k s o n .  I 'm a r e s i d e n t  o f  B i r c hwo od .  I
came t o  t h i s  h e a r i n g  t o  l end  s u p p o r t  t o  d o w nh i l l  s k i  r e s o r t  de ve l o pmen t  as 
p r op o s e d  in t h e  p e r i p h e r y  a r e a s  o f  t h e  p a r k  in E a g l e  R i v e r  V a l l e y .  I t h i n k  
t h i s  i s  an a p p r o p r i a t e  us e  and i t  i s  'n a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  1980  ma s t e r  p l a n .  
T h a t ' s  a l 1.

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y ou .  Dave Young .

Dave Y o u n g : My name i s  Dave Young .  I am a l i f e l o n g  A l a s k a n .  I ' v e  l i v e d  on
H i l a n d  Road f o r  10 y e a r s .  I 'm c u r r e n t l y  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Sou t h  F o r k  Communi ty 
C o u n c i l  and I a l s o  s e r v e  as  a member o f  t h e  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  C i t i z e n ' s  
A d v i s o r y  B o a r d .  I 'm n o t  r e p r e s e n t i n g  e i t h e r  o f  t h o s e  b o d i e s  a l t h o u g h  I wou l d  
l i k e  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  many,  many p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  i t ' s  g i v e n  
me a w i de  e x p o s u r e  t o  d i f f e r e n t  v i e w p o i n t s  on t h e  v a r i o u s  i s s u e s  t h a t  a r e
b e i n g  d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  e v e n i n g .  F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  I t h i n k  i t ' s  im p o r t a n t  f o r  
e v e r y b o d y  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  f o r  t w o - a n d - a - h a 1f  y e a r s  t h a t  I ' v r  s e r v e d  on t he  
b o a r d  t h e r e  has  been n o t h i n g  i n d i c a t e d  t o  me f r om a w i de  amount  o f  p u b l i c  
t e s t i m o n y ,  o f  s t a f f  i n p u t ,  a l o t  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  b a ckg r ound  o/i t h e  s t a t e  p a r k ,
t h a t  wou l d  p r e c l u d e  t h e  t y p e s  o f  s k i  d e ve l o pmen t  t h a t  w e ' r e  s p e a k i n g  o f  in t he
p e r i p h e r a l  a r e a s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  p a r k .  I 'm no t  j u s t  s p e a k i n g  o f  t h e  Sou t h  F o r k
d e v e l o pmen t  bu t  any  a r e a  o f  t h e  p a r k  in t h e  p e r i p h e r y  o f  t h e  n o n - w i l d e r n e s s
z o ne s  I f e e l  t h a t  i t  i s  c o m p a t i b l e ,  t h a t  we c a n ' t  s e l l  o u t  t h e  p a r k  be cau s e  we 
a r e  in d i r e  e c onomi c  s t r a i t s  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t im e ,  bu t  t h a t  we s h o u l d  be a b l e  
t o  t a k e  a l o o k  a t  t h e s e  on an i n d i v i d u a l  b a s i s  and i f  t h e y  a r e  c o m p a t i b l e ,  i f  
t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  and s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  h a z a r d s  t h a t  we m i gh t  p e r c e i v e  can be 
m i t i g a t e d ,  t h en  by a l l  means i t ' s  encumbent  upc r  ; s  a s  s t ewa r d s  o f  t h a t  p u b l i c  
l and  t o  make t h e  h i g h e s t  and b e s t  use  o f  t h e  ’ * f o r  t h e  p e o p l e .  As f a r  as 
t h e  Rogne r  p r o p o s a l  i . t s e l f  g o e s ,  i t  seems co t o  have a l o t  o f  m e r i t  in
e s t a b l i s h i n g  E a g l e  R i v e r / C h u g i a k  as a non - bed r uom communi t y ,  e s t a b l i s h i n g  o u r  
own i d e n t i t y ,  p r o v i d i n g  us w i t h  an economi c  ba se  o f  o u r  own.  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  
v e r y  h e a l t h y  in t h e  l o n g - t e r m  f o r  t h e  communi v ' .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  a r e  some 
s e r i o u s  c o n c e r n s  t h a t  we ' v e  a l l  h e a r d  a b ou t  and r e ad  a b ou t  - -  s ewe r ,  w a t e r ,  
a l l  o f  t h e  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  I t h i n k  i t ' s  been p r e t t y  o b v i o u s  t h a t  t h e y  i n t e n d ,  in 
t h e i r  p r o p o s a l ,  t o  have t o  do a l o t  o f  snowmak ing.  I t h i n k  d r a i n a g e  i s  g o i ng  
t o  be v e r y  c r i t i c a l ;  i t  needs  t o  be a d d r e s s e d .  But  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e s e  t y p e s
o f  t h i n g s  have been shown t h a t  i f  you t h r ow  enough money and s t u d y  and enough
t h o u g h t  a t  them and no t  gc h e l t e r  s k e l t e r  and j u s t  open up t h e  d o o r s  t o  the
b u l l d o z e r s  t h e y  can be m i t i g a t e d .  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h a t  i s  o u r  c h a r g e  i s  j u s t  t o
m i t i g a t e  and we l come t h i s  s o r t  o f  d e ve l o pmen t  w i t h  open a rms .  As f a r  as  the  
E a g l e  R i v e r  g r e e n b e l t ,  a l o t  o f  u s ,  I s e e  some f a c e s  in t h i s  room t h a t  I ' v e  
s e en  a t  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  e i g h t  o r  n i ne  y e a r s ,  t he  g r e e n b e l t  i s  a 
d r eam come t r u e .  We saw i t  come a c o u p l e  o f  w i e k s  ago and t h e  p r ob l em  be i ng  
t h e r e  i s  no money t o  d e v e l o p  t h a t  g r e e n b e l t .  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  w i s e s t  c o u r s e  
o f  a c t i o n  f o r  us r i g h t  now wou l d  be t o  p e r h a p s ,  on an i n t e r i m  b a s i s ,  ad op t  t he  
M u n i c i p a l i t y ' s  E a g l e  R i v e r  g r e e n b e l t  p l a n  and t hen  p e r h a p s  c r e a t e  a t a s k  f o r c e  
c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a c ommi t t e e  o f  t h e  Chugach S t a t e  P a r k  A d v i s o r y  B o a r d ,  S t a t e  P a r k  
p e r s o n n e l ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r om bo t h  t h e  Ancho r age  and t h e  E a g l e  R i v e r / C h u g i a k  
P a r k  and Rec b o a r d s  and p e r h a p s  some o f  t h e  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s  communi ty t o  f l e s h  
o u t  t h a t  m a s t e r  p l a n .  My t ime  i s  up ,  I ' l l  j u s t  s a y  one mor e  t h i n g ,  h e l i c o p t e r
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t h e  l a s t  c o u p l e  o f  y e a r s ,  comme r c i a l  t o u r i s m  has now t a k e n  t he  number one s p o t  
in t e rms  o f  t h e i r  l e a d i n g  economi c  i n d u s t r y .  F o r  a t  l e a s t  10 o r  15 y e a r s  in 
t h e  s t a t e  o f  Ut ah commer c i a l  t o u r i s m  has been t he  number  one i n d u s t r y .  When I 
came t o  A l a s k a  12 y e a r s  ago  t o  p l a n  o u t d o o r  r e c r e a t i o n  expe i  i e n c e s  in new 
p a r k s  in A l a s k a  I came h e r e  w i t h  t he  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  someday A l a s k a  would 
be in t he  same p o s i t i o n  whe r eby  t h e i r  t o u r i s m  i n d u s t r y  wou l d  o u t r a n k  t h e i r  
n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e  i n d u s t r i e s  j u s t  as  i t  d i d  in my home s t a t e s  o f  C o l o r a d o  and 
Ut ah many y e a r s  a g o .  I b e l i e v e  in a p r o p o s a l  l i k e  t h i s .  I s u p p o r t  i t  and I 
r e a l l y  hope t h a t  s ome th i ng  l i k e  t h i s  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e .

Al  M e i n e r s :  Thank y ou ,  Don.  Y e s .

Becky  Hans en : My name i s  Becky  Hansen and my husband has t h e s e  p i c t u r e s .  I
in R i v e r v i e w  E s t a t e s  wh ich i s  t h e  n e a r e s t  s u b d i v i s i o n  t o  where  t he  r e s o r t  

be .  
a b ou t

1 i v e
p r o j e c t  i t s e l f  w i l l  
b e g i n n i n g .  I t h i n k  a b ou t  t h i n g s ,  
s k i i n g ,  you know,  and t h i n g s  l i k e  
you know,  maybe on t he  dumb s i d e ,

We ' ve  been r e a l l y  e x c i t e d  a b ou t  t h i s  f r om t h e  v e r y

t h i n k  ab ou t  g o i ng  up t o  t h e  t o p  o f  a m oun t a i n  i t  s t o p s  and t h a t ' s  a b ou t  as  f a r  
a s  i t  g e t s .  I t h i n k  a b ou t  r i d i n g  a c h a i r l i f t  t o  t he  t o p  o f  t h e  moun t a i n  t h a t  
I l i v e  on wou l d  be r e a l l y  s ome th i ng  p r e t t y  s p e c i a l .  I t ' s  p r o b a b l y  on t he  
s t u p i d  s i d e  o r  s ome t h i ng  but  I 'm e x c i t e d  a b ou t  i t .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y ou ,  Beck y .  Anybody e l s e ?

S c o t t  M a r t i n e z : W o u l d n ' t  i t  be b e t t e r  j u s t  t o  u s e  i t  and j u s t  l e a v e  i t  a s  i t
i s .  I mean l o o k  a t  in t h e  l owe r  4 8 .  Look  a t  i t ,  i t ' s  a l l  b e i ng  chopped away
s l o w l y  and s l o w l y ,  you know.  I t ' s  j u s t  d i s a p p e a r i n g ,  you know.  What y o u ' v e
g o t  up h e r e ,  you know,  I come f r om t h e  E a s t ,  I ' v e  o n l y  been up h e r e  f o r  o y e a r  
bu t  hey what  do I know,  you know.  But  a l l  I know i s  ba ck  in t h a t  v a l l e y  
t h e r e ' s  s ome th i ng  t h a t ' s  r e a l l y  s p e c i a l .  More p o we r f u l  t h an  a s k i  r e s o r t  and 
t h a t ' s  j u s t  what  i t  i s ,  j u s t  w i l d e r n e s s ,  j u s t  t o  be l e f t  a l o n e ,  you know,  i t ' s  
j u s t  l i k e  why do p e o p l e  want  t o  c u t  c o n s t a n t l y ,  j u s t  t e a r  i t  a p a r t ,  j u s t ,  I
mean what  a r e  we g o i n g  t o  be l i k e  in t he  n e x t  100 y e a r s  j u s t  a w o r l d  o f
e l a s t i c  and cemen t .  I mean,  l e t ' s  j u s t  pu t  i t  and j u s t  l e a v e .  I t ' s  a l r e a d y  
been c o n s i d e r e d  as  a p a r k ,  i t  has  w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a s ,  i t  has  j u s t  p a r k  v a l u e s .  
Why c a n ' t  he j u s t  l e a v e  i t  a s  what  i t  i s .  I mean,  you know,  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  
know as o f  s t a t e  and e c on om i c ,  I 'm o n l y  20 y e a r s  o l d ,  I 'm j u s t  g e t t i n g  o u t  in
t h i s  w o r l d ,  bu t  I l o v e  t h a t  v a l l e y ,  man.  I go back  t h e r e  and I e n j o y  j u s t
what  i t  i s  and j u s t  a s  a peace  o f  mi nd ,  t h a t ' s  what  i t  g i v e s  me,  you know.  
I ' v e  done s k i i n g  b e f o r e ,  I ' v e  s k i i e d  in t h e  e a s t  c o a s t  whe r e  t h e y  have t he  
w o r s t  s k i  r e s o r t s  t h e r e  c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  be ,  you know,  j u s t  h i l l s ,  no mo u n t a i n s ,  
j u s t  r o l l i n g  h i l l s ,  you know,  and you know,  l i k e  t h a t  guy j u s t  s a i d ,  C o l o r a d o ,  
Utah t h e r e  you g o t  t h i s  b i g  r e s o r t s  t h a t  p e o p l e  c o u l d  go t o  do i t ,  you know.  
You g o t  A l y e s k a .  What i f  t he  snow y o u ' d  have t o  g e t  mach i ne s  t o  go in t h i s
new r e s o r t ,  I mean new s k i  t h i n g .  Say  t h ey  d o n ' t  wo r k  and p e o p l e  d o n ' t  want
t o  go  t h e r e  be cau s e  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  a i n ' t  good and t h e y  s t i l l  j u s t  go t o  
A l y e s k a ,  you know.  Then you wou l d  have t h e  t h i n g  a l r e a d y  b u i l t  up t h e r e  on 
t h e  h i l l ,  you know,  and i t  j u s t ,  you know.  I d o n ' t  know.  I j u s t  t h i n k  i t  
s h o u l d  be l e f t  a l o n e ,  i s  what  my o p i n i o n  i s .

[ The mee t i ng  was a d j o u r n e d  a f t e r  s e v e r a l  m i n u t e s  o f  i n f o r m a l  d i s c u s s i o n  among 
P a r k s  s t a f f  and t he  p u b l i c . ]



Pau l  T o dd : Am I t he  o n l y  o t h e r  p e r s o n  who s i gn ed ?

Al  He i  n e r s  : No.

Todd : I ' l l  j u s t  t e l l  you who I am. I l i v e  in An ch o r a g e .  . . . h e l i c o p t e r
s i g h t s e e i n g .  As l ong  as  t h e y  a r e  no t  e x c e s s i v e l y  in c o n f l i c t ,  d o n ' t  become a 
p u b l i c  n u i s a n c e  o r  d e g r a de  t he  w i l d l i f e  e n v i r o n m en t ,  a r e  i m p o r t a n t .  The 
r e d u c t i o n  in o i l  p r i c e s ,  the  u s e ,  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  u s e ,  c a r e f u l  use  o f  p u b l i c  
l a n d s  i n  a n o n - d e g r a d i n g  way,  p r o v i d e  more t h i n g s  f o r  v i s i t o r s  t o  see  and do ,  
and ; r i n g  in more v i s i t o r s .  No g r e a t  e conomi c  need in t h e  communi t y .  I t h i n k  
I ' l l  j u s t  l e a v e  i t  a t  t h a t ,  g e n e r a l l y  t a l k i n g  a b ou t  h e l i c o p t e r s  s i g h t s e e i n g  
a n d . . . .  L e t  somebody e l s e  t a l k .

Al  M e i n e r s : Th an k s ,  P a u l .  Bob M i l l e r  o r  JoAnne .

Bob M i l l e r : I am Bob M i l l e r .  I 'm a l andowne r  a d j o i n i n g  t h e  p a r k  in t h e
P o t t e r  C r e e k  a r e a  o f  An cho r a g e .  My f e e l i n g  i s  t h a t  i t ' s  c u s t oma r y  now in the  
c i t i e s  and in p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s ,  in f a c t  i t ' s  p r o v i d e d  by l aw ,  t h a t  you f l a t t e n  
o u t  t he  c u r b s  so  even hand i c a pped  p e o p l e  can c r o s s  t he  s t r e e t  and p r o v i d e  an 
a b s o l u t e l y . . . s o  t h a t  h and i c a pped  p e o p l e  can have a c c e s s  t o  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  
and mos t  o f  t he  a r e a s  in t h e  c i t y .  I t h i n k  i t  s h o u l d  be o u r  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  
e v e r y b o d y  t h a t  p o s s i b l y  can g e t s  an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  use  t h e  p a r k s  t o  t he  e x t e n t
t h a t  t h ey  c an .  I f  t h e y  a r e  h e a l t h y  and h a r d y  and can ba ckpac k  50 m i l e s  i n ,
w e l l  t h a t ' s  g r e a t .  I f  t h e y ' r e  n o t  q u i t e  so  h a r d y ,  t hen  I wou l d  s u p p o r t  t he  
h e l i c o p t e r  a c c e s s .  The management  o f  t h e  p a r k s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  e n t i r e l y  up t o  
t h e  P a r k  p e o p l e .  T h e y ' r e  t h e  e x p e r t s .  Pu t  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h a t  s h o u l d  be t h e i r  
a t t i t u d e ,  i s  t o  a l l o w  as  many u s e s  as  t h e y  can see  f i t  t o  a l l o w  and as  much 
a c c e s s  a s  t h ey  can p r o v i d e  so  as  many p e o p l e  as  p o s s i b l y  can g e t  an o p p o r ­
t u n i t y  t o  use  t h e s e  t h i n g s  ' c a u s e  t h a t ' s  what you c a l l  them,  you c a l l  them
p u b l i c  p a r k s .  I have  a s u p e r f i c i a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  r e s o r t  d e ve l o pmen t  
and I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  a r e a l . . . .  I t  i s  a t y p i c a l  t h a t  s h o u l d  be en c ou r a ged  f o r  
t h e  p e r i m e t e r  o f  t h e  p a r k .  I t  i s  done v i r t u a l l y  in a l l  t h e  w e s t e r n  s t a t e s  
t h a t  t h e  Rocky Moun t a i n s  pa s s  t h r o u g h  wh i ch  i s  a t y p i c a l  way t o  make u s e  o f  
t h e  p a r k s .  You j u s t  have t o  l o o k  f o r  a d e v e l o p e r .  I ' v e  h e a r d  a l i t t l e  b i t  
a b o u t  R o gn e r .  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  has  some p r o f e s s i o n a l  c r e d e n t i a l s  s o  I t h i n k  
t h i s  t y pe  o f  t h i n g  s h o u l d  be e n c o u r a g e d .  We c e r t a i n l y  need t he  economic  b o o s t  
and i t  wou l d  be an a s s e t  t o  t he  communi ty  and an ec onomi c  a s s e t  t o  t he  com­
m un i t y .  I a c t u a l l y  f e e l  s t r o n g  enough a b ou t  t h i s  t h a t  I t h i n k  a day w i l l  
p r o b a b l y  come when you w i l l  p r o b a b l y  come t o  me and want  a c c e s s  t o  my p l a c e  
n e a r  y o u r  p a r k  and I wou l d  s u p p o r t  t h a t .  So I ' v e  j u s t . . . s u p p o r t s .  See 
fit....

Al Me i n e r s : Thank you,  Bob. JoAnne?
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JoAnne H i l l e r : W e i 1 my husband s a i d  j u s t  a b ou t  e v e r y t h i n g  e x c e p t  I wou l d  say
w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  j u s t  a c o u p l e  o f  l i t t l e  i t em s .  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  r e s o r t  
d e v e l opmen t  g i v e s  us a w o n d e r f u l  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  t o u r i s m  f o r  o u r  
s t a t e  and I have e v e r y  c o n f i d e n c e  in o u r  p a r k s  p e o p l e  t o  f o l l o w  t h i s  m a s t e r  
p l a n  t o  whe r e  I t  w i l l  n o t  be n o n - c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h i s  l a r g e  an a r e a .  We ' r e  
t a l k i n g  ab ou t  97  a c r e s  t h i s  humongous l y  b i g  a r e a  o f  w i l d e r n e s s  and I t h i n k  i t  
wou l d  be w o n d e r f u l  f o r  us t o  be a b l e  t o  s h a r e  t h i s  p a r k  and ge t -  p e o p l e  in i t .
I t h i n k  a c c e s s  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  n e eded .  T h i r t y  y e a r s  ago when I came t o  A l a s k a  I 
c o u l d  h i k e  a l l  o v e r  t h e s e  mo un t a i n s  up and down and a l l  da y  l ong  and then 
some.  But I c a n ' t  do t h a t  anymo r e .  I go  o u t . . . I  c a n ' t  ever ;  s k i  t h a t  w e l l  
anymo r e .  So t h e s e  a c c e s s e s  i n t o  t h e s e  p a r k s  a r e  v e r y  im p o r t a n t  t o  me.  I 
wou l d  a l s o  s u p p o r t  a h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g  in t h e  a r e a  in wh i ch  you a r e  t a l k i n g  
a b o u t .  I f  you a r e  t a l k i n g  a b ou t  one l a n d i n g  s i t e .  I d i s a g r e e  t h a t  we want  
s e v e r a l  l a n d i n g  s i t e s  in t h e r e .  I f  we a r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  one t h a t  wou l d  
o v e r l o o k  Ancho r age  and E a g l e  R i v e r  whe r e  t h e  o l d e r  p e o p l e  can g e t  o u t  o f  t he  
h e l i c o p t e r  and l o o k  a r ound  and t a k e  t h e i r  p i c t u r e s  i n . o n e  d e s i g n a t e d  s p o t  and 
we J r e  n o t  c h op p i n g ,  mak ing n o i s e  c o m p l e t e l y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  v a l l e y ,  t h en  I 
wou l d  s u p p o r t  t h a t .  We ' ve  l anded  h e l i c o p t e r s  on o u r  p r o p e r t y  f o r  y e a r s  and 
y e a r s  and i t  d o e s n ' t  d i s t u r b  the  w i l d l i f e .  You can l and  up t h e r e  two o r  t h r e e  
t imes  a day and then t u r n  a r ound  t h e  n e x t  day and t h e  a n im a l s  a r e  b a c k .  So 
w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  a b ou t  one d e s i g n a t e d  a r e a  so  i f  t h e  a n im a l s  d o n ' t  l i k e  t h a t  a r e a  
can s t i l l  have enough w i l d e r n e s s  t o  go t o  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  be d i s t u r b e d  by
t h e  c h o p p e r s . .  The o t h e r  t h i n g  i s  w i t h  t h e  E a g l e  R i v e r  G r e e n b e l t  a r e a ,  I t h i n k
t h i s  i s  a v e r y  v i s i o n a r y  t h i n g  t h a t  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  has d o n e .  I t h i n k  in 
t ime  t h i s  i s  a v e r y  v i s i o n a r y  t h i n g .  T h a t ' s  w o n d e r f u l  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h a t  a r e a  
f o r  us and o u r  c h i l d r e n  and o u r  g r  - c h i l d r e n  t h i s  c l o s e  t o  Ancho r ag e  and
a g a i n  I wou l d l i k e  t o  s u p p o r t  t he  M u n i c i p a l i t y ' s  m a s t e r  p l a n  f o r  t h a t  w i t h  the
p r e s e n t  a c c e s s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  now.  I ' d  l i k e  t o  even  see them 
pe r h a p s  expand t h a t  j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  i n t h i s  m a s t e r  p l a n  t o  a d d r e s s  t he  
d i f f e r e n t  u s e r  g r o u p s .  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a way t o  make d i f f e r e n t  u s e r  
g r oup s  c o m p a t i b l e  bu t  you d o n ' t  want  t h e  h i k i n g  t r a i l s  used f o r  h o r s e  t r a i l s
o r  sn owmach i ne s . But  I t h i n k  i t ' s  a l a r g e  enough a r e a  t h a t  c e r t a i n l y  o v e r  a
p e r i o d  o f  t ime maybe you d o n ' t  have t he  money t o  do i t  a l l  a t  one  t ime  bu t  you
s h o u l d  be a b l e  t o  s h a r e .  Most  h i k e r s  t h a t  come in o r  h o r s e r i d e r s  a r e  g o i n g  t o
be in t he  summer ,  the  snowmach i ne r s  a r e  g o i n g  t o  be w i n t e r .  He re  a g a i n  l e t ' s  
d o n ' t  o p e n - u p  o u r  e n t i r e  w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a  t o  t h e  n o i s e ,  bu t  l e t ' s  have some 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  p a r k s  a r e  f o r  any  one  g r o u p .  I t h i n k  we
s h o u l d  t r y  t o  r e a ch  a compromi se  s o  t h a t  a l l  g r o u p s  a r e  accommodated t o  use
p u b l i c  l a n d s .  B a s i c a l l y  t h a t ' s  i t .

Al  M e i n e r s ; Thank y o u ,  J oAnne .  J o s e  V i c e n t e ?

J o s e  V i c e n t e : I a l s o  want  t o  show my s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  r e s o r t  d e v e l o p men t .  I
s h a r e  t h e  comments t h a t  we r e  made b e f o r e  me.  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  r e s o r t  i s
p e r f e c t l y  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t he  a r r -  s o  l ong  as  i t . . . t h e  e n v i r o nmen t  i n t o  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  S imp l y  t h a t  I f e e l  c o m f o r t a b l e  t h a t  s u p p o r t i n g . . . .  I am s u r e  
t he  r e s o r t  i s  v e r y  much needed f o r  t he  r e s i d e n t s  no t  o n l y  in Ancho r age  but  
a l s o  t h e  e n t i r e  s t a t e .  I f e e l  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  has  t o  open i t s e l f  t o  ec onomi c  
d i v e r s i t y .  We ' ve  t o o  much t o  depend on t h e  o i l  i n d u s t r y  and t o u r i s m  can be 
r e a l l y  one a c t i v i t y  t h a t  can be r e a l l y  b e n e f i c i a l  t o  t h e  s t a t e .  A p p a r e n t l y  
t h e r e  i s  a d e v e l o p e r  t h a t  i s  w i l l i n g  t o  commit  s e v e r a l  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  in the  
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  and c o n s t r u c t i o n  r e s o r t  t y p i c a l l y  in o t h e r  s t a t e s  and o t h e r  
n a t i o n s  t h a t  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  i s  f i n a n c e d  and c o n s t r u c t e d  by t h e  gove r nmen t  v e r y  
w i l l i n g l y  and I am r e a l l y  s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  a d e v e l o p e r  i s  w i l l i n g  t o  spend
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m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  o f  h i s  n a t i v e  c o u n t r y .  As f a r  as  t he  E a g l e  R i v e r  G r e e n ­
b e l t  I- know a l i t t l e  b i t  ab ou t  t h e  g r e e n b e l t  and a b ou t  the  t r a i l s .  I e n c o u r ­
age  you n o t  t o  n o t  t o  a d o p t ,  f o r  t he  s t a t e  n o t  t o  a d o p t ,  t h e  t r a i l  p l a n  as  i t  
i s .  I f e e l  t h a t  r e v i s i o n s  s h o u l d  be made b e f o r e  t he  s t a t e  we r e  t o  a d op t  i t .
I b e l i e v e  t h e  s t ud y  when i t  was c omp l e t e d  d i d  n o t  t a k e  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
e v e n t s  t h a t  a r e  o c c u r r i n g  now,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t he  r e s o r t .  A l s o  s u b d i v i s i o n  has 
r e c e i v e d  o r d i n a r y  a p p r o v a l  f o r  E k l u t n a .  S e v e r a l  t h i n g s  a r e  o c c u r r i n g  t h e r e  
t h a t  s h o u l d  b e . . . t h e  t r a i l  s h o u l d  be r e v i s e d  t a k en  as  i t ' s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  I 
a l s o  do  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y ' s  d e c i s i o n  on t h e  l o ­
c a t i o n  o f  t h o s e  t r a i l s ,  m a i n l y  t he  a r e a s  t h a t  have  d e v e l o pmen t .  I t h i n k  
l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  t r a i l s  s h o u l d  be r e v i s e d .  I t  i s  a l s o  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y ' s  
p h i l o s o p h y  t h a t  a l l  t h e  t r a i l s  s h o u l d  be p a ved .  Why be paved?  I do n o t  s h a r e  
t h a t  v i ew  w i t h  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y .  Some t r a i l s  s h o u l d  be g r a v e l  and o t h e r s  j u s t  
. . . f o r  t he  p a r k s  as  t h e y  a r e .  S h ou l d  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  go t h e r e  and chop t r e e s  
and pave  i t .  So I wou l d  say  l o o k  a t  i t  c a r e f u l l y ,  r e v i s e  i t  and have p u b i i c  
h e a r i n g s  f o r  someone who d i d n ' t  t a l k .  As f a r  a s  t h e  c ommer c i a l  h e l i c o p t e r  
o p e r a t i o n s  I have no o b j e c t i o n s  t o  l a n d i n g s  in a s t a t e  p a r k .  I t h i n k  t h a t  you 
s h o u l d  n o t  have  them a l l  o v e r  bu t  I t h i n k  you c o u l d  have a f ew s p o t s  where  
t h e y  c o u l d  o c c u r .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  on t he  one t h a t  was men t i o n e d  t h a t  has  t h e  
v i ew  o f  t he  E a g l e  R i v e r  and An cho r ag e .  We c a u t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  may be ,  I d o n ' t  
know,  t h e r e  may be a c o n f l i c t  be tween t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t e  and t he  s k i  s l o p e s  
f o r  t h e  r e s o r t .  I wou l d  a s k  t h a t  t h a t  be r e v i ewed  c a r e f u l l y  and p r o b a b l y  
common u s e  f o r  i t .  T h a t ' s  i t .

Al  M e i n e r s : Thank y ou .  Geo rge  Brown.

Geo rge  B r own : I 'm no t  a r e s i d e n t  o f  Ancho r age  and I d o n ' t  w i s h  t o  sound l i k e
Me r i e  Candy o r  Sandy C r aw f o r d  but  I have  t o  a g r e e  w i t h  w h a t ' s  been s a i d  t hus  
f a r  t o n i g h t .  I f e e l  t h a t  t h e  ma s t e r  p l a n  f o r  t h e  p a r k  p r o v i d e s  f o r  t he  
p a r t i c u l a r  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  i s  be i ng  r e q u e s t e d .  I t h i n k  t h a t  a r e s o r t  i s  an 
a p p r o p r i a t e  us e  and in a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t  I c o n c u r  w i t h  w h a t ' s  been s a i d  a b ou t  
t h e  economy .  We a l l  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  i t ' s  n o t  what  i t  was and c e r t a i n l y  in t h e  
v a l l e y  when d e v e l o p i n g - t h e  t o u r i s m  and c e r t a i n l y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  be a 
number  o f  p e o p l e  emp l o yed  d u r i n g  t he  c o n s t r u c t i o n  ph a s e  i s  p e r t i n e n t  and I 
t h i n k  t h e r e  was in t h e  f i r s t  mee t i ng  a s t a t i s t i c  o f  s ome t h i ng  l i k e  2 , 0 0 0  
p e rmanen t  emp l o y e e s  wou l d  r e s u l t  once  t h e  r e s o r t  was o p e r a t i o n a l .  Tha t  s t r u c k  
a r e a l  n o t e  w i t h  me.  Not  t o  d i g r e s s ,  bu t  a s h o r t  t ime  ago we had a p o s i t i o n  
open f o r  a wa r e h ou s e .  I pu t  t h e  ad in t h e  p a p e r .  I t  was a l m o s t  a m i s t a k e .  
In two d a y s '  t ime  I had a b ou t  80 p e o p l e  c a l l i n g  and t h e y  we r e  i n  v a r i o u s  
t r a d e s ,  p e o p l e  t h a t ,  i t  r e a l l y  h u r t  t o  t a l k  t o  them be cau s e  t h ey  we r e  t r y i n g  
t o  f e e d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  and I s ee  a v a l u e  in t h a t .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  s e e  
D r .  R o g n e r ' s  r e s o r t .  And I t o o  t h i n k  t he  s t a t e  w i l l  do a good j o b  o f  r e g u l a t ­
i ng t he  d e v e l o pm en t .  And o f  c o u r s e  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  wou l d  be an a b s o l u t e  
n e c e s s i t y .  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  have  much t o  s a y  ab ou t  t h e  g r e e n b e l t . . . .  I f e e l  
t h a t  t h e  de ve l opmen t  o f  t h a t  wou l d  be a good t h i n g  as  w e l l .  H e l i c o p t e r  
l a n d i n g s  I f e e l  t h a t  as  l ong  t h a t  was r e g u l a t e d  and m a i n t a i n e d  on t he  p e r i p h ­
e r y  o f  t h e  p a r k  t h a t  t h e r e ' s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  no harm in t h a t .  I wou l d  no t  want  
t o  s e e  t h a t  a c t i v i t y  c a r r i e d  i n t o  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  p a r t  o f  t h e  p a r k .  Y ou ' d  have  
someone t h a t  has  h i k e d  in t h e r e  and t h e i r  30 m i l e s  in and t h e y  f e e l  t h a t  
t h e y ' r e  one  w i t h  n a t u r e  and a l l  o f  a sudden h e r e  comes t h e  c h o p p e r .  I 
w o u l d n ' t  want  t o  s ee  t h a t  happen bu t  I can c e r t a i n l y  s e e  an a d va n t a g e  o f  
p r o v i d i n g  t he  s e r v i c e  t h a t  wou l d  be t h e r e  f o r  t h e  t o u r i s t s  and f o r  t h o s e  o f  us 
t h a t  l i v e  t h e r e  t h a t  may no t  be a m b i t i o u s  enough t o  c l im b  t h e  moun t a i n  but


