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PAGE 2

Are you for or against a
safety belt law?

Frequency Egl AgaiflsL.

AREAS OF ALASKA:

Southeast 74.0% 26.0%
Sitka 65.7% 34.3%
Cordova-Kenai-S. Anc. 43.3% 51.7%
Anchorage 65.0% 35.0%
MatSu 69.4% 30.6%
Greater Fairbanks 56.8% 43.2%
Rural Alaska 77.7% 22.3%
Kodiak 65.7% 34.3%
TOTAL ROW PERCENT 65.1% 34.9%

STATE WIDE RESULTS

In total, 1473 Alaskan adults were interviewed between January 8th and
17th, 1987.

Question - Are you for or against a safety belt law?

Response - For : 65.1 % Against: 34.9%

Question - If Alaska passed a safety belt use law would you say that you
would always wear a safety belt, would wear one most of the time, would
sometimes wear one, would hardly ever wear one, or would never wear one?
Response - Always wear a safety belt: 62.1 %, Wear safety belt most of the
time: 22.6%, Sometimes wear a safety belt: 8.0%, Hardly ever wear a safety
belt: 3.8%, Never wear a safety belt 3.5%.
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LETTERS

Why you should
favor seat belt law

Dear Mr. Editor:

I am responding to a letter re-
garding seat belt requirements. The
author was apparently given some
wrong information in regards to seat
belt requirements for her kidstand
passengers.

| do believe in required seat belt
wearing for everyone. It is not going
to do your child much good if you are
in a car accident and your child was
buckled down and lives and you did
not wear a seat belt and the para-
medics are picking up body parts off
the road.

Be a little leaiistic also. In the
end, everybody pays for people who
don’t wear seat belts - everybody.
Say John Doe smashes into Jane
Smith. Jane Smith sues John Doe.
Mr. Insurance Man turns around to
Mr. John Q. Public to recoup its loss-
es by charging higher insurance
rates to all paying customers.

I am a single parent of three chil-
dren. | wince with pain every time |
gel a notice from my insurance com-
pany because it always says my in-
surance is going higher because
some nimrod with a similar model
car has too many accidents, so they

must raise my rate. | can only
stretch my budget so far before |
break.

But the one thing that | always do
before | start the car is strap the kids
into their seats or car seats, willin ;ly
or unwilbng. My oldest daughter is
so good about having her seat belt
put on that when | forget to put hers
or mine on she will tell me, "Mom,
our seat belts; if we don’t put on our
seal belts the cops will give us a tick-
et and take you to jail.” The five sec-
onds it takes to strap your child into
its seat could mean the difference be-
tween a lifetime of sorrow or a life-
time of happiness.

| don’t know where the letter writ-
er got her information about who sits

where and on who or “there is no
provision for that,” but.she ought to
try going up to the legislature and
obtaining a copy of the bill mandat-
ing car seats or seat belts for chil-
dren up to seven y 'rs of age. First
of all, the sea- belt \w does not ap-
ply to kids or people who are riding a
community bus tr school bus. | be-
lieve that if you have a five-seater
car with seven people IO squeeze into
those seats, you nut what you can in-
to those five seats. You would not be
penalized for the two children who
could not fit. into a seat. | also believe
that if you do have a child who is
handicapped, there are special provi-
sions. And, never put two children in-
side the same seat belt; that does
more harm than good.

As for a child sitting on his moth-
er’'s lap and being happy or a child
buckled into his seat screaming and
crying and making the driver ner-
vous ar.d on edge, try to imagine a
very large brick with several hun-
dred pounds of pressure per square
inch squashing you. That is what it
would ftel to a child with his parent’s
weight crushing it. | would tend to let
(ar.d in fact I do) my child(ren)
scream their little brains out all they
wanted. |'d rather be deafthan have
them dead because | didn’'t particu-
larly care to listen to them scream. |
realize that it is frustrating at times.
There are times that | would like to
super glue their lips shut or put a
large strip of duct tape over their
lips befcre we get into the car. In
fact, it gets so frustrating sometimes
that | join in screaming with them,
rhen they all stop and all turn
around and loolj at me .ike who is
this strange woman diM .ig this car?
Then they either laugh at me or wn
have a fun game to see who
scream the loudest.

In summation, | could tb D3
lot more other things | wouk
complain about and things that |
don’t'like besides a seat beltlaw. Re-
member, a seat belt could save your
life. It saved mine. | wentover a 160-
foot cliff with one on, and lived. One
other person didn’t have one on and
he died. | am very lucky to be alive
today and | want to continue living to
see my children grow up happy and
healthy.

Put their seat belt on, show them
you care.

Sincorely,

Dsra L. Miller

Juneau
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Seat belt law TITTT

March 5,1987
P.O. Box 72928
Fairbanks, AK 99707
To the editor:

Requiring seat belts to be worn is
no more a threat to our civil liber-
ties than requiring motorists to
obey stop signs and traffic lights.
Seat belts, as well as step signs and
traffic lights, have prove: tobeim-
portant factors in reducing deaths
and injuries in traffic accidents.

In addition to the safety factor,
seat belt laws are cost effective.
Studies show that for every dollar
invested in safety beltuse, the state
saves $37.50. Safety belts can re-
duce traffic fatalities, which are
eight times as expensive to investi-
gate as non-injury accidents. Offic-
ers would have more time to con-
centrate on other traffic enforce-
ment programs.

Safety belt use can reduce the
chances of deaths and serious in-
juries inautomobile accidents by 50
percent. It can also lessen the bur-
den shared by families, loved ones,
taxpayers and employers after a
needless death or injury caused by
an accident on our roads and high-
ways. And, experience has shown
that high belt use can only be
attained in states with safety belt
laws.

A safety belt use law in Alaska
will cause people to buckle up who
otherwise would not.

Sincerely,
Ron Miller
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Put seat belts into law'
DearEditor: -

Over the past two weeks | have watched several.
TV debates, news programsand read news articles .
concernln? amandatory seat belt Iaw in Alaska.

have T>een amazed at the f a|ure of the OHJPO-
nents of a seat belt law to realize that one 0
wa s the statj of Alaska can save money and lives
hrough passage of mandatory seaf belt leg-
|s|at|0n People Wwho oppose the mandatory seat
belt law don’t expect to be left bleeding and broken =
at the scene if their fo||¥ leads to disaster.

K IDectto be attended by emergency medi-
cal tec nologists, transported t0 modem hospitals
and treated in emergency rooms,

They expect physmans and other medical E)ro
fessionals o com etex cure them at no cost so
they can get ack in their cars and speed away
unencumbered and unrestrained.

Another point that needs clarification is educa- e
tion. For years this state has been spending money
on seat belt education campaigns, When the cam-
paigns end seat belt usage ratés fall. Education is
%reat but it must work hand-in-hand with a law,

c.Experience in the 24 states that have a Seat belt
aw has shown that high belt use can only be at-
tained with the combination of seat belt laws and
education. A mandatory seat belt law will cost
; nothing_ to the state’s treasury and will save the
.state niilling of dollars.
Janet Thornton
Elmendorf
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by Patty Langman

Candace Ranney

Student

Since | never wear one, it
would be difficult for me to be
comfortable with a law like
that- although 1| realize it does
save lives.

How would you
JoAnn”~Loughran
Housewife

I think it would be a good law.
There's a law for children
under the age of 7 to be in a
carseat or seatbelt, why not set
a good example!

DEWALK POLL

feel about a m

John Dunker

Self-employed Woodworker

If it could be done without
greatly increasing enforcement
costs, | think it could be a good
public education tool, perhaps a
necessary one.

andatory

seatbelt

Bertie Selvey
Bridge Player

I'm 100% for itl Fastening
seatbelts is an easy habit to
form and is well worth the ef-
fort. Lives and injuries saved by
seatbelts make the need for this
law obvious.

law ?

Cindy Rutherford

Counselor

| feel that seatbelts are definite-
ly life-saving devices and should
be utilized whenever ap-
propriate. | think the law
should be implemented!



ytosave lives, money
Alaska
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ance costs, and propérty damage.

[t 1S an unquesttona le fact that Alaska
cannot a f?rd not to buc Ie up. rrlandator
feat elt not save IVes an
essen urte ut wv” p save the state
ofAIas m|I|onso ollars.

—Debra Turner
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Seat be»ts would save lives -Xx

Over 45,000 lives are lost each year on out
nation’s highways, and hundreds of thousands
are seriously injured, some with permanent
disabilities. Motor vehicle accidents are the
Reading cause of death for persons between the
ages of one and 34 years in the U.S.. me

Seat belts alone could save 9,000.to 12,000
lives each year, thousands of disabling inju-
ries, and billions of dollars in costs.

In 1985 there were 121 motor vehicle related
fatalities statewide, of which 100 were occu-
pants. But only six were wearing seat belts.-

There are three ways to get people to usea
occupant restraints: (1) education; (2) mandato-
ry seat belt laws; and (3) passive restraints.

More lives could be saved by a combination
of all three strategies. Better crash protection
systems include safety belts combined .with
airbags., :

Twenty-six states plus the District of .Co-
lumbia'have passed mandatory seat belt legis:
lation. Let's hope Alaska is not the last state
to recognize that a mandatory seat belt law
makes sense. And fihally, let’s start putting
more pressure on the automobile industry) to.
install passive restraints in all new cars.

* —Mark 9?7 Johnson
Juneau
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ALASKA CLIPPING
SERVICE

Frontiersman
Pa er, Alaska
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Roberta Custer, Wasilla:
Definitely. 1 won’t let my Kids
ride without buckling up. You
have a better chance to survive
an accident if you wear a
seatbelt.

8 Would you support a mandatory seat belt law?

Dale Heich, Wasilla: Yes, for
safety. I’ve had friends that
have been in accidents and gone
through the windshield. That
wouldn’t have happened if
they’d had a seatbelt on.

Bob Chamberlain, Wasilla:
Yes. especially for the safety of
kids. Child cat* scats should be

mandatory.

Rick Mehaffey, Wasilla: Yes.
So many people die with all the
drunk drivers around. Seatbelts
ara especially good for little
kids—they have a whole life to

live.
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Seat belt non-users hurt all

"Jalm es D. Bennett objects to my suggestion
that people who refuse to wear their seat belts
when riding In automobiles should have to
pay .higher'insurance rates. He' apparently
does-not understand that those who do not
wear seatbelts make everyone else's rates go
up. Any Insurance agent can explain Why this

is so.
* It Is patently unfair that | should have to

.pay higher rates because Mr. Bennett and

people like him-will, not take the .simple
precaution of .buckling up. Refusing to wear
seat,belts, /contrary to popular belief, Is not

e .primarily a matter of personal choice. It Is
e blatant irresponsibility which unjustifiably

Infringes on the rights of everyone else. .-
meme — @ U'mftrster

?4m -

»

Courts have upheld seat belt Iaws
. Regardmﬁ tthe Feb. Iettter writte

nrett on sea urthe.lela or
t|0n n t?] cs | 'vea |n the IIﬁnms case
p rhaps ene |c A\ ower court
|n0|s d uethe seat It W unconshtu-
tlona ewo et grumg |sa
ormebr ta%e Islator. who vote %am—
se en it was asse ?/ |e
Hmms le ?%ure In e "decision 1S
QHJJ) %e to the||||n0|sS reme Court
H& t this cout to rﬁverset e ﬁ|son of
the ercourt ang uphold t’tesea ?
fher states with seat he Qave ace
S|m| rI|t| atlons In New Yor eCISIOn 0
%urt)enllere summar t
mentu det_ elt law nDecm ﬁe
co nm court | ancas%er Count ebraska
e asass}eat\l It use [aw against
arc a en? enras acourt specm-
ca yru led that'the seat betuse aw:
*Is a proper exercise, of the state’s pollce

0Wf)oes ?ot g Pn”ve any fundamental nght

lib ert or free ?

Is not vold orvz%gueness

tra.r?oes not classi unreasonanIy or arbi-
es not delegate legislative authority to

t efegggat]g?vv%nlgtte ang rights under eltlh

the t\?ebraska Constltu¥|0ng or t?t UnlteJ

States Constitution. . .

—Dennis DeWitt
Statewide chairman

Alaska Safety Belt Use Coalition



eAnchorage Daily News

Seat belt law required courage ;.

, It is awelcome breath of legislative courage
that brings us a mandatory s”at belt law. It is
time that Alaskans realize that while this may
be the-"last~frontier,” it is still a society.
Everybody’s-'actions, to some extent, .affect
everybody else' Is it. fair that l.should pay
higher autolinsurance'rates because. Others‘up
here insist upon driving irresponsibly? Is it
fair that | should pay higher health insurance
rates' to subsidize those who consider it their
right to notyWear atseat belt .and-thereby
suffer greater injuries .if j.they "are-in an
accident? Many, of those who were, recently so
vocal in their concern about.;the -lehking fail
tanker might do.ivfell to ask. themselves if

there isi‘really ?atiy 'difference,'.-except in.

would 'also like'./tp 'know, wHy insurance
policies'are’h’'ot written that would void one’s

Buckling up saves. lives

eIn response .td'a letter’ from James D.
Bennett aboutseat belt laws, | sure hope the
gentleman has'good health insurance if he
ever should be ‘tra car accident. How many
people out thereldriving have no insurance
whatsoever? Many can’t afford it, | realize,
but who pays for the hospital? We do. Time
and time again many lives and injuries could
have been saved;;if we had all buckled up.
How long does intake to do that?

By the way, #Mr. Bennett, you’re lucky you
live here in the.good old U.S. of A" In Europe
you w ill buckle,up. Children are sitting in the
backseats strapped in tight. | have seen people
driving with little ones in their lap. How
many innocent little ones get killed in cars
every year because some people have no
b& ?i, & ..V, LI

b m$v" —Marianne Schreiber

jr. - B CIE
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MBS seat belts”

May 20,1986
475+Halvorson Road
Fairbanks, AK 99709
To the Editor:

I am greatly disappointed that’ '

the mandatory seat belt law
(CSHB224) failed to pass.
lam a paramedic and Twork on a

first response ambulance. Since*

19761 have not seen the death of a
driver or a passenger wearing a
seatbelt. Those that have ciedwere
notwearing seat belts. Itis also my
experience that seat belts have not
only saved lives but also they save
occupants from facial disfiguring
injuries, permanent handicaps and
long-term hospitalization.

| believe that the legislators who
voted againstthis bill should now

the unbeltrd driver can cafise acci-
dents tha': could otherwise be
avoided. The injuries to the un-
belted driver and passengers cre-
ate costs to police and ambulance
and medical services that are
otherwise unnecessary. The ex-
pense of supporting a comatose
auto victim for a perod of years
usually becomes a financial burden
of the state and federal govern-
ment.

| suggest that your readersread
the accident reports in the news-
paper and note the greater incident
of injury to unbelted victims as
compared to those that are belted.

Since the child auto seat belt law-
passed | have seen that the un-
belted,adults in an auto accident
are the one's injured and, thankful-
ly, the belted children (due to the

.talk to their local ambulance Ser‘( |aw) escape without injury.

vices and hospital emergencyroom *

staff before this bill is considered
again. | was appalled only one of

our local legislators supported this,

Wear your seat belt. 1 wouldn’t
drive across your parking lot with-
out one on.

Donaid A. Callahan

bill. I applaud Niilo Koponenfor his. L

support;* \Y

re;.. Wearing a seat belt'should hotbe
f a personal choice., The;unbelted
i-\ driv~r;is;a;h.a"dAfo-others on the-”
', 'road.’Re’cannot control his vehicle
y as;well,;as‘a;belted driver in
I . emergencysituations.’l kh'ow:this
fropi a personal experience ofroll-
*: ing a vehicle while belted in. Thus
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Juneau Empire
Juneau, AK
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Three to five seconds
~ould have saved lives

NP ««r Editor: )

» There have been numerous letters

| and articles lately regarding the pros
and cons of automotive scat belts,
and the legislature getting into the
act attempting to make it mandatory
adds fuel to the fire. After the acci-

dent June 26th near Spaulding Beach
condo3, | feel |I have to state my
views also.

The 13-year-old girl In the rear
scat is lucky to be alive, having been
fortunate (?) enough to cannon-ball
into the rear ofthe front seat, rather
that through the front windshield as
usually happens. She sustained head
injuries and numerous bruises and
contusions. She Impacted the seat
with enough force to tear the seat
from its mo'int(ngs In the frame. Her
mother and step-father weren’t so
lucky. Her step-father struck the
steering wheel, dash, and windshield
with tremendous force, causing al-
most instantaneous death and mas-
sive internal and external injuries.
Her mother, who had just been ap-
pointed to a judgeship in her home-
town, also impacted the dash and
windshield with equal force causing
somewhat the same injuries with
massive internal bleeding. Although
they both showed some vital signs
when first responding units arrived,
the greatamountofinternal bleeding
and numerous injuries resulted hi
their deaths. None of the three were
wearing seat belts.

For me, it’s not possible to de-
scribe the aftermath ofa collision be-
tween a human body and the Interior
ofacar and windshield. | was there,
assisting where | could, doing what
was asked of me, but a part of me
wasn’t there. You know, you see It,
but your mind just doesn’t acceptit.
It’s later, when you sit and critique
the response, discuss whatwas done,
what could have been done, maybe
what wasn’'t done, that it starts to
sink in. Thatyoung girl’s mother and

father are gone. Forever. The three"
to five seconds it takes to latch most
automotive seat belts could have
made a difference.

That accident stretched the bor-
ough's resources in men and equip-

ment. As the people were removed '

and vital signs were extremely weak
or non-existent, EMTs from Lynn
Canal, Auke Bay, Glacier, and Ju-
neau fire departments attempted to
find and stabilize life signs. The
young girl went off to the hospltal In
the first ambulance. Her mother was

assigned to R-2, Glacier's ambu-
lance; the father to R-I, Juntau’s
ambulance. It takes six to etghtj

trained EMTs doing several different
things almost simultaneously in ard
attemptto return life to a person wha
has no vital signs. Plus someone to
drive the ambulance and someone on'
the radio relaying information to the
hospital conraiming the patient’s con-
dition. Luckily for Juneau, there Is
an abundance of people, both paid
and volunteer, who put In a lot of]
lime and effort to become EMTs and
trained rescue personnel. Unfortu-
nately. in this instance It was to no
avail. A person can't help wondering
if seat’belts would have made any
difference. Imagine, just three to
five seconds.

While all this frantic effort was
going on with the three casualties,
the fourth victim, the lone driver of|
the second vehicle, was left in the
driver’s seat of his demolished car.
He had stable vital signs, could con-
verse with the EMTs and resc 'e per-
sonnel, and was able to assise us in
removing him from the car. He
walked to my pickup, as an ambu-
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BILL SHEFFIELD, GOVERNOR

Robert J. Sundberg

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY Commissioner
DIVISION OF STATE TROOPERS ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 89507

March 3, 1986

Mr. Frank Bickford

Statewide Coordinator

Alaska Safety Belt Use Coalition
319 Seward Street, #8

Jeneau, Alaska 99801

DA-tr Mr. Bickford:
The Alaska State Troopers enforcement of a mandatory seat belt law will be
that enforcement incidental to other traffic stops in the normal course of

patrol as well as information developed in the course of traffic accident
Investigations.

Sincerely,

C

Colonel Michael C. Kolivosky
Director
Alaska State Troopers

MCK/In
cc: Rep. M. Mike M iller



Denise McKinne
Route 2, Box 54-D Vista Drive
Ketchikan, Alaska 99901

March 16, 1987

Representative Fran Ulmer
State Affairs Chair
Pouch V

State Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Representative Ulmer:

The intent of this letter is to strongly urge the SupBort of
HB 167. Unfortunately, | will be out of town and unable to
participate in the teleconference on March 20, 1987.

| have always advocated freedom of choice and the rights of
the individual, and will continue to do so as long as the
individual making the decision is the only person affected by
the outcome. However, in the case of safety restraints, the
decision not to use them by one person has the potential of
injuring or killing others, as well as costing our state a
fortune in health care dollars.

| would like to think that education of the public alone would
be sufficient to encourage the use of seatbelts, but in ny
position as the Education Coordinator of our local hospital,
and being directly involved with community education, know
it is not. Working in our emergency room, | have seen first
hand the results of not using_safetﬁ restraints mere times
thant | care to remember. It is such a tragic, unnecessary
waste.

It will take a law. Please help to push this life saving and
dollar saving bill through this session.

Thank you for your attention.



March 11, 1987

Representative Fran Ulmer
State Affair's Committee
Room 102, Capitol Building
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Chairman Ulmer:

| would like to comment on HB 167: "An act relating to mandatory
use of safety devices."”

First, let me say that | endorse and support HB 167. In 1985, the
last Kear of available automobile accident reports, 100 Alaskans
were killed on our streets and highways and only 6 of the 100 were
wearing seat belts. These statistics are tragic, but the real
tragedy is' that many of these deaths could have been prevented had
thes_(a p(%ople been wearing theib' seat belts at the time of their'
accident.

Obviously, if' everyone would voluntarily wear, their' seat belts,

there would be no need for a law. Studies have even demonstrated

that most people are aware of the lifesavir.g value of safety belts and
know that they can only be effective if' they are worn. Yet, many
people neglect to wear their seat and shoulder belts.

Educational/volunteer campaigns promoting seat belt use have been
launched here in' Alaska for years. The amount of money is' great
and the residual impact slight.

Experience in the 25 states that have seat belt laws has shown that
high belt use compliance can_best be attained with the combination
of seat belt laws and education. P

In state after state after the mandatory seat belt law has passed,
data shows that compliance is much higher than it was prior to the
law. The five states with the longest experience with safety belt
laws —IlIllinois, Michigan, New Jersey, New York and Texas - decreases
in fatalities range from 10 to 26 percent.

Box 101821 Anchorage, Alaska 99510 (907) 272-8222



Representative Fran Ulmer -2- Marchl1ll, 1987

Seat belt laws are saving lives, preventing injuries, and achieving
savings for states in'medical insurance cost, legal expenses, lost
production and human capital costs. The weight of the facts calls
for a seat belt law in' Alaska.



Mr. Herbert E. Everett
3217 Wiley Post Loop
Anchorage, AK 99517
March 9, 1987

Fran Ulmer
District 4, Juneau
Pouch V

Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Legislator,

As a fellow Alaskan, I support you in your efforts for a Mandatory Seat Belt
Law in Alaska in 1987. As a safety professional, | tell you that a seat belt

law must be passed.

Twenty-four states and the D istrict of Columbia have approved seat belt laws.
The statistics from these states show that compliance 1is going up and deaths

and injuries are going down.

In addition to the safety factor, seat belt laws are cost effective. Seat
belts can reduce traffic fatalities which are eight times as expensive to

investigate as non-injury accidents.

A recent statewide poll in Alaska shows that over 65 percent of Alaskan
residents support a mandatory seat belt law. The message is clear =-- let's
start saving lives, reducing injuries, and saving the economy's money by adop-

ting a seat belt use law.

I'n closing, I would like to add that in 15 years of investigating auto
accidents, I have never seen a fatal individual wunbuckled from the wreck.
Thank you for your support in the "life saving effort."

Sincerely,

HERBERT E. EVERETT cy to: All Alaskan Legislators



Joe L. Hayes

March 11, 1987

Representative Fran Ulmer
State Affairs Committee
Room 102, Capitol Building
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Chairman Ulmer:

1 would like to comment on HB 167: "An act relating to mandatory
use of safety devices.”

First, let me say that | endorse and support HB 167. In 1985, the
last year of available automobile accident reports, 100 Alaskans
were Killed on our streets and highways and only 6 of the 100 were
wearing seat belts. These statistics are tragic, but the real
tragedy is that many of these deaths could have been prevented had
these people been wearing their seat belts at the time of their

accident.

Obviously, if everyone would voluntarily wear their seat belts,
there would be no need for a law. Studies have even demonstrated
that most people are aware of the lifesaving value of safety belts and
know that they can only be effective if they are worn. Yet, many
people neglect to wear their seat and shoulder belts.

Educational/volunteer campaigns promoting seat belt use have been
launched here in Alaska for years. The amount of money is great

and the residual impact slight.

Experience in the 25 states that have seat belt laws has shown that
high belt use compliance can best be attained with the combination
of seat belt laws and education.

In state after state after the mandatory seat belt law has passed,
data shows that compliance is much higher than it was prior to the
law. The five states with the longest experience with safety belt
laws - 1llinois, Michigan, New Jersey, New York and Texas - decreases
in fatalities range from 10 to 26 percent.

Box 101821 . Anchorage. Alaska 99510 (907) 272-8222



Representative Fran Ulmer -2- March 11, 1987

Seat belt laws are saving lives, preventing injuries, and achieving
savings for states in' medical insurance cost, legal expenses, lost
production and human capital costs. The weight of the facts calls
for a seat belt law in Alaska.
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Seat-belt [aw would stem highway carnage

Surprising as it might seem, a recent public opinion
poll shows 65 percent of slate resi'l .nts surveyed are in
favor of a mandatory seat-belt law. In the Mat-Su
Valley, those polled favored a seat-belt law by 69
percent.

Legislation proposing such @ law is expected to be
introduced within a week, dN0 with such over-
whelming support by Alaskans, it should be fairly
painless for legislators to give it speedy passage.

Statistics from slates with seat-belt laws indicate
that use of the restraints climbed dramatically once the
laws were in place. The benefits of the increased use
were also dramatic. Traffic fatalities were chopped
between 10 and 26 percent, and costs to state govern-
ments caused by auto-accident injuries were also cut
substantially.

EDITORIALLY
SPEAKING

in Alaska, seat-belt legislation backers say the law
would save between 20 and 50 lives each year, prevent
700 injuries, and save the state $12 million in medical
and legal expenses and in lost production, if enacted,
failure to wear seal belts would be a secondary of-
fense, meaning that drivers would be charged only if
they were stopped for some other offense.

The results of (he recent poll, commissioned by the
Alaska Safety Bell Use Coalition, indicated (hat even
Alaskans who don't regularly use seat belts see their
value and support a law making (hem mandatory. The

non-bucklers apparently believe that if it was man-
dated by law, they would be more consistent in
buckling up.

Some people might object to such a law on the
grounds it interferes with some of their personal
freedom. But as every new driver learns, driving is a
privilege and not a right. The state stipulates numerous
duties drivers must perform to maintain (hat privilege,
and it is not a civil rights issue to impose on more
requirement.

Twenty-four states have adopted mandatory seat-
belt laws. In Alaska, a measure last year teetered and
fell in the House on a vote of 20 to 20. This year, now
that it is clearly the will of the people to institute this
life-saving measure, legislators should give it the
enthusiastic support it needs and deserves.



Juneau Emplre
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Seat belt law
common sense

| f you were making a list of common-sense ideas
that are so obvious they shouldn’t require
legislation, buckling your seat belt would be at

the tog. ) o _
It shouldn't require legislation, but according to a
recent poll, most Alaskans believe' it Astatewide

poll by Marc Hellenthal of Hellenthal & Associates
shows that a majority of Alaskans favors a mandatory
seat belt law for our state.

Sixty-five percent of Alaskans said they favored the
passage of state legislation that would require drivers
and front-seat passengers of cars to wear their seat
belts. Atotal of 1,473

Alaskan adultsiwere leeiic. lo
interviewed inthepoll, 100U C. IS aseal
which was conducted belt law. needed in
Jan. 8-17.

Support for aseat belt A laska?
law is widespread across -
the state. In Anchorage, the support was 65.1 percent;
in Fairbanks, it was 56.8 percent; in Southeast Alaska,
it was 74 percent; in Kodiak, it was 65.7 percent; in.
rural Alaska, it was 77.7 percent; and in South
Anchorage, Valdez and the Matanuska- Su3|tna Valley,
the support was 60.6 percent.

Only Kenai residents were opposed'to a seat belt'law,
by a slight margin, 49.8 to 50.2 percent.

Few Alaskans have not been in a serious auto
accident personally or had a friend, co-worker or
relative involved in one. To say the least, the
experience is not fun. All too many times, an auto
accident results in serious injuries that often are
permanent.

It only seems that if there was a way to reduce the
severity of injuries suffered in auto accidents - or
avoid injuries altogether - the Alaska Legislature
should mandate it.

That’s exactly what a seat belt law would do.

Jaywalking is illegal, and so are other acts that can
be dangerous. How, then, is driving without seat belts
fastened, which is just as dangerous, different?

It-s not. That’s why a mandatory seat belt law, which
would cost the state nothing, is needed in Alaska.
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Lifesavers

THE DEBATE over the
mandatory use of seat belts,
has divided those who view
them as a life-saving device
and those who resist any in-
fringement, no matter how
well-intentioned, on personal
freedom.

eEven those who oppose
the bill pending in the state
House don’t deny what re-
epeated studies have proven
— that wearing seat belts
saves lives.

A law requiring that chil-

' 'dren under the age of seven
be restrained while riding in
automobiles was passed in
1984 with little debate. Few
would be willing to contest

any action intended to save j .
the lives’ of little children.”Y*

Y et adults view the situation
differently when it's applied
to them.

<OPPONENTS argue that

they have the right to take

responsibility for their own
actions. They are willing to
bear, the possible conse-
guences of not buckling up.
“It’s my life,” is their rally-
ingcry. . .

: But not all of those rugged
individualists are killed out-
right by their folly. Some arc
only maimed. Society is then

forced to take up the burden
of caring for those who won't
or can't take care of them-
selves.

Various statistics have
been printed in these col-
umns intended to prove the
value of wearing seat belts.
Here’s one more argument:

A three-year-old girl, es-

caped uninjured Memorial
Day weekend when the car
in which she was riding went
out of control and rolled over
on the Sterling Highway, She
was securely strapped into
her car seat. The girl’'s
mother, who was driving the-
car, wasn’t wearing her seat
bon. bne was killed,

. eV
MOST PEOPLE don't re-
sist the idea of wearing seat
belts, given sober reflection,
After all, Alaskans are used
to strapping themselves in
.every time they get.on an
ahplune — and nobody ar-
gues aboutthat, - .
[/ Let'slook at it this way: If
£ law requiring the use of
seat belts merely jogs the
memories of those who
simply aren’t In the habit of
buckling up, and gets them
into the habi' of doing so,
isn't it a worthwhile exercise
in good lawmaking?
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Alaska

Buckle up or pay price

If you leave your car parked in one spot for too long,
the worst that happens is that someone else can’'t find a
parking spot — and you will pay a small fine. But if you
drive without a seat belt,.you increase the risk of injury
or death. )

Some Alaskans think government goes too far when it
proposes a small fine for-people who don’t wear their
seat belts. Fortunately, the Alaska state House put those
arguments aside and voted 22-16 to require use of seat
belts in cars that have them.

As experience has shown in the 17 states that passed
similar measures, seat belt laws save lives. Michigan
reported 14 percent fewer traffic deaths in the seven
months since its law took effect, with 87 lives saved.

Alaska’s proposed law is hardly a Draconian measure.
There will be no SWAT teams snooping on moving cars;
officers will check compliance as they enforce other
traffic laws. The fine is only $15, hardly more than a
parking ticket in Anchorage.

A seat belt law is a reasonable way for the state to
encourage people to do what’'s good for them. And those
who find the law objectionable can refuse to buckle up
— they'll Just have to pay a price for doing so. If they’re

0P v c° : , .
5.8 them thei®ines st-them 515- H they're not. it could
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% LIKE THE winter season, \ list of accomplishments.’*,
the legislature down in the.V*v'Gov. Booth Gardner saw
statd rof Washingtonm.has "at leastadozenmajor pieces ;
come and gone/*Ahead of r;pf “legislation eclear both
Schedule,yetie ~ s ® " " house? — including one bill,,
;] Unlike Alaska;where the J;it’'s worth noting here. thal.
legislature convened in Jan- L'will make seat belt use
uary and is still, in session .{mandatory in Wflshingtnru
with an adjournment date .:*Onder terms of that leg-'
scheduled forlMay 12, the — isiation, drivers ana passen-
120tli day, the lawmakers at '~ gers who fail to buckltTup,
Olympia convened in- Jari-"".will - receive ¢ warnings?
uary for a-session limited to \ through the_rest of this year.

60days. - - Effective Jan. 1.1987. ticksis

They adjourned last week, will'be issued bv police,to.
on the 59th day — .'a day those who fail touse their-
ahead of schedule and with seatbelts. MVAVERVA g
an envious record o0 f - m. e
achievements behind them. THE POINT for Alaskans

:fo remember is that other
h BY ALL ACCOUNTS, the "states,*with; much larger
1986 Washington Legislature  populations and many more
was one of the best in the™Tissues.to confront, can
state’shistory, <"~".-.sfe.gy.handle legislative chores -in
s Veterans of past; legisla-Jhalf.the time it takes our
tive wars ~ and newspapers '.""lawmakers and do it in good
that have noted the failures ~fashion.'.V cme
of earlier sessions — e x - S o could Alaska, if only
pressed equal astonishment fithe professional politicians
and pleasure. For example, 'Ewho populate the legislature

the Seattle ATimes reported, r.would quit LEhinking they
cn n,, nn~-i_j
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Time to buckle up v

« "A# ! ® ‘ L.
* On the issue of requmng Alaskans to use their seat
belts the state House recently took a drive backwards.;/
Fortunately, today it can go forward once again. .

In March, the House passed a seat, belt law, 22-16. But
on a reconsideration vote, it sent the bill back fo"
committee. R.urai Iegislators opposed the bill, saying it-
was unnecessary in areas where lower speeds and little
traffic pose fewer risks. Their concerns are understanda-
ble, and an amendment today will address them.

That still leaves strong opposition from those who.
think government shouldn’t require people to do what’s
good for them. But'wearing a seat belt is a life and. *
death matter that does affect one's, fellow citizens. Not
buckling up leaves society to pick up the pieces —in this
cast, with more rescue services, greater health care costs
and higher insurance rates. State government does not
reach too far when it says buckle up or face a $15 fine.



. wearing ' seatbelts
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‘FOR THE LACK of one
vote, a bill diedwhich would"
have made seatbelt, use in
Alaska mandatory.\ That's
too bad. But let’s offer a pre-
diction. in another year— or
.maybe' two, or even three —
the Alaska law will be
changed and motorists will
be required to buckle up.
And by then, after more peo-
pie have died unnecc'essarily
on our streets and highways,
the mandatory nature of'the

law will'.be no big'deal,
There’s no denying «that
saves

. lives, and that’s not the argu-

. ment used by opponents of

the bill. -« *

*They see mandating seat-
belt use as. an infringement
on personal freedom. They
don’'t say that about fasten-
Ing seatbelts in an airplane. '

AIRPLANE passengers
buckle up as a matter of
course — even though the
chances of needing a fas-
tened seatbelt is a hundred
times more likely in an auto-
mobile than it is in an air-
plane.

But one foe of this pro-
posed legislation called it a

li fe

and death

case of* coersive'do-gooder-
ism.”. ' )

Yet -a" young Hillside
woman probably, has <'her
seatbelt to thank for her life.
Several weeks ago,, her car
left- the road after-.she ‘fell

asleep at the wheel. The ve-
hicle smashed through a row

..of - mailboxes .and became

airborne before coming to
rest in a gully 300 feet away.
She escaped without/serious
injury. . " - N

JUST this week,’Anchor-v
age police arriving on the *
scene of a rollover accident .
expected to find a body in- .
side' the .crushed car. .They
expressed surprise .on find-
ing, that the driver suffered”
only minor injuries. He, too,
was wearing his seatbelt. ‘o

These two instances' are
just the .latest to be related
in. these columns in an effort
to change the minds of peo-
ple who resist the. idea of
taking those 'extra few se-
conds to buckle up;

.The legislature has chosen
to' leave that decision up to
thejndividual; Hopefully, re-
sponsible . Alaskans  will
choose life over death.
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Seat belts save lives

Even though mandatory seatbeltusage failed to
become law this year, the Alaska Safety Belt Use
Coalition hasn’t given up its efforts. The organiza-
tion has vowed to press next year’s legislators to

approve the legislation.

The group has begun its 19117 push by citing acci-
dents during the recent Memorial Day weekend in
which neither person who. died in highway crashes
wore a seat belt. The fiv<cE passengers in those two
fatal wrecks all were wearing seat belts and sur-

vived.

Other data cited by the-coalition says 20 to 50
lives could be saved annually in Alaska if a manda-
tory seat belt law were enacted, 700 fewer people
would be injured, and $12 million would be saved in
medical cost insurance and legal expenses, lost pro -

duction, and human capital costs.

Last year, of the 126 persons killed in traffic
accidents in Alaska, atleast79 were hotwearing seat
belts.

%

In addition to the safety factor, the group cites

..the cost effectiveness of seatbelts. Studies show that

for every dollar invested in safety beltuse, the state
saves $37.50.

Public acceptance of the negqgd to use seat belts

would be a benefitto all Alaskans. Itwould help save

lives, and reduce needless Injuries-and-expenses.
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Why not save a life?

AS THE mass of evidence
continues to grow, it be-
.comes.harder and harder to
deny that wearing seat belts
saves lives. Time and time
again, accident reports tell
of cases where the occu-
pants of vehicles involved In
serious accidents emerge
relatively unscathed be-
cause they were wearing
their seat belts.

A current TV spot graphic
cally Ilustrates, with dum-
mies, what happens when an
unrestrained infant is in-
volved in a collision. Simply
put, the baby dummy is
crushed against the. dash-
board by the weight of the
grown-up dummy. Unfortun-
ately, it’s a situation which
too often occurs in real life.

RECENT. STUDIES indi-
cate an alarming decline in
the use of safety devices,
particularly among the very
young.

A University of Alaska
study conducted in Anchor-
age shopping mall parking
lots found that more than
half the children observed
were riding unrestrained in

sSJiC

o -

automobiles. The drivers of
those vehicles, smost likely
the children’s parents, were
breaking the law.

Alaska’s Child Restrain#-.
Law requires that childreifl
under the age ofeseven b$
buckled into a seat belt or
confined in a federally ap-
proved safety seat, when rid-
ing in a vehicle. Alaska’s not
alone in this requirement, as
most states have similar
laws on the books. o

NOR IS Alaska alone iniits
lack of compliance, whici,
runs about 50 percent nation-
wide..-,. 1

The Alaska Legislature, in
its wisdom, decided last ses-
sion to let adults decide for
themselves whether or not
to buckle up. It’s not an op- f
tion for children. : |

For many Anchorage
families, this is the season
for long Sunday drives and
excursions around the state.
Those few extra seconds
needed to properly restrain
a child may save that child
from becoming another sad
statistic. It’s a matter of life
and death—and it’s the law. ;
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Alaska seatbelt

:*<asr"V" ....................

law is need&d

sew people utter so much as a word of
objection when forced to fasten their seatbelts
on an airliner, yet when someone mentions
* the. possibility ofa law mandating the same action in a
car, all sorts of squawks result. ..

Seatbelts are not new. Neither Isthe/act that
sealtbelts save lives. Butwhenever a move Is made to
enact a seatbelt law, Instead of stretching to fasten;;
those life-savers, a great many- people prefer instead $
stretch logic to argue againstit: '

They say seatbelts are uncomfortable. They say they

» won’t getin an accident. And most amazingly, they say *
.itis a matter of civil liberties Whether they want to

buckle a seatbelt. 1

. Consider this; Some seatbelts are uncomfortable,
but not as uncomfortable as bouncing your head off a
dashboard or a windshield in an accident. People say
they won’t get into an accident, but every day of the
week, someone in Juneau alone is involved In one. Not; *

a single one of those accidents is planned M t

t Finally, there’s the weakest argument ofall - civil
liberties. When it comes to freedom of speech and
freedom ofreligion, the U.S. Constitution and the Bill of.::
Rights speak loudlyand clearly. But nowhere Is there?*/s..
right not to wear seatbelts. In fact”, if there wefe su&f'd'1*
right, no doubt someone somewhere would have .. 'J,
challenged incourt airline regulations requmng
seatbelts. eV .

The plain fact of the matter is that seatbelt use can ¢
- and should - be mandated by state law. Many states

already enacted such a law, and as a result the 4
. number of people killed each year on their hlghwaxs

. has been reduced.

VAnNd that’s the whole pomt ofhavmg a seatbelt law:
~S"*17? lives. If It didn’t save lives, no one would care ™ "*u
whether anyone wore seatbelts. Ifit didn’t save I|ves’\""'
probably np cars.would eVen have them; R V17
- e saYehves Buttheonlywaytheydothat .

ar them. Thatsvvhyalaw sneeded1n oV
-"feP"hdat"eatbeItusc .
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IS buckling w

Imagine a disease that claims 40,000-50,000 lives ev-
ery year. Another 2 million people are hurt by it annu-
ally, many so seriously they will never return to their
normal lifestyle. Every man, woman and child has a 33
percentchance of catching it during his or her lifetime.
It is the leading cause of death in Americans between
the ages of 1and 38, and it accounts for the majority of
new cases of paraplegia and isthe primary cause of ep-

ilepsy.

Ff)t/his disease were real, you could bet there would
be telethons, fund-raising drives and massive reseatfS?
efforts. You could bet that if there were a way to pre-
vent the deaths and injuries through legislation, state
legislatures and Congress would adopt a law in a min-
ute. t
This*“disease” isn’tthe kind caused by bacteria, and
it isn’t carried in genes. It is caused by simple mis-
takes, errors in judgment, bad weather or other cir-
cumstances. i

This "disease” is serious auto accidents. Though
there may not be a way to stop them - except by driv-
ing defensively and keeping your vehicle in good oper-
atingcondition - there Is definitely away to reduce the
number of deaths and injuries they caus

e,

It's called asehat belt. Tt has beén_installed in every
new ¢ rlé%ld In the country since etonlg an esti-
mate gpercent ofdrivers r_e%uarl wears one.

According to the National Highway Safety Adminis-

tration, half of the people who die each year in auto ac-

Eidetnts could have survived if they had worn their seat
eats.

. ‘V

Despite that fact oflife, people continue to die simpl;
because they refuse to wear a seat belt.

Ironically, in all S0states, a mother is required to se
cure her child in her car, but in Alaska at least, she i
not required to use her seat belt while she drives tha
car. That means ifshe isinvolved in a serious auto ac
cident, her child has a far better chance ofsurviving o
escaping injury than she does.

Rep. Mike Miller of Juneau is sponsoring a bill in th
Alaska Legislature aimed at evening those odds. 1
adopted, his bill would require the driver and front- an'
back-seat passengers to wear seat belts.

According to a statewide poll conducted for the Alas
ka Safety Belt Use Coalition by pollster Marc Heller,
thal, 66 percent of Alaskans support such a law. Slight
ly more than 79percent said they would wear their sea
belts ifrequired by law, and an equal percentage said,
seat belt law should be strictly enforced.

A small number of people have railed against th-
idea of mandating that Alaskans wear seat belts. The;
say itis a violation of their rights and that governmen
his no business telling them what to do, eveu when i
comes to personal safety.

When considered in a vacuum, those argument:
make a certain amount of sense. If a person wants
bang his head against a brick wall and if it hurts no oni
else, he should allowed to do it. It is simply impossibh
to legislate against self-inflicted injuries,

When a person doesn’t wear a seat belt and is killec
or injured in an auto accident, he is hurting far more
than himself. He is costing himself and his family ir
lost health, money and companionship. The person
driving the other car involved in the accident also must
pay, coping with the memory of hurting or killing an-
other person who wasn’t wearing a seat belt.

To that small number of people who believe in liber-
ty or death, those costs may be worth not having to
buckle a seat belt.

To the 66 percent of Alaskans who favor a seat belt
(!fﬂ"” however, those costs shouldn’t have to be paid at
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A r ' part -of ;-the . community, Tmonths, reports a 13 percent
"Alaska was a better place. ‘sdecline , in  fatalities com-
. “Without them, we are all a pared to last year.

w  -little less than we were, California, =Connecticut,
"jAEvery death brings sor- “Hawaii, Indiana, Louisiana,
sjrow, but sudden death —the Massachusetts, ;”~Missouri,
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Favors seat belts

Four]ﬁl il

Fairbanks, AK

To the edit
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Put sdeat belts into law
Dear Editor:
Sverthe past two weeks | have watched several.
TV debates, news rogramsand read news articles .
.concerning a mandator seatbelt Iaw mAIaska
have been amazed at the failure of the OHJ 0-
nents of a seat helt law to realize that one o he
wa?/s the state of Alaska can save mone%/ lives
s through passage of mandatory seaf belt leg-
islation. “People Wwho oppose the mandatory seat
belt law don’t expect to be left bleeding and broken e
at the scene if their follt( leads to disaster.
Kex ect to be attended by emergency medi-
aI techno oglsts transported t0 modem hospitals
Heate In emer enc?{ rooms
They expect physicians and other medical pro-
fessmnals to com Ietex cure them at no oSt S0
they can get back in their cars and speed away
unencumberedan unrestralned
Another point that needs canftcatton IS educa-
tion. For years this state has heen s en Ing money
on seat belt education campaigns. When the cam-
paigns end seat belt usage ratés fall. Education is
reat, but it must work hand-in-hand with a law,
Experience in the 24 states that have a seat belt
'law has shown that high belt use can only be at-
tained with the combination of seat belt laws and
education. A mandatory seat belt law will cost
nothing to the state’s treasury and will save the
state nilling of dollars.
Janet Thornton
Elmendorf
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by Patty Langman

Cai dace Ranncy

Sitide,.!

Since | never wear one, it
would be difficult for me to be
comfortable with a law like
that—although 1 realize it does
save lives.

How would you

JoAnnJ_,oughran

Housewife

I think it would be a good law.
There's a law for children
under the age of 7 to be in a
carseat or seatbelt, why not set
a good examplel

DEWALK POLL

feel about a

John Dunker

Self-employed Woodworker

If it could be done without
greatly increasing enforcement
costs, | think it could be a good
public education tool, perhaps a
necessary one.

m andatory

seathelt

Bertie Selvey
Bridge Player

I’'m 100% for ill Fastening
seatbelts is an easy habit to
form and Is well worth the ef-
fort. Lives and injuries saved by
seatbelts make the need for this
law obvious.

law ?

Cindy Rutherford

Counselor

| feel that seatbelts are definite-
ly life-saving devices and should
be utilized whenever ap-
propriate. | think the law
should be implemented!



Anchorage Daily News Thursday, January 29, 1987

A way to save lives, money

Alaska at the present time is suffering from
a serious budget crisis. In order to deal with
the budget mess many ideas have been
brought forward. One issue that should be
considered is a mandatory seat be't law. If
you think about it, a mandatory seat belt law
will lessen the economic loss in Alaska from
auto related injuries which is estimated to
cost the state each year some $12 million,
including lost wages, medical expenses, insur-
ance costs, and property damage.

It is an unquestionable fact that Alaska
cannot afford not to buckle up. A mandatory
seat belt law will not only save lives and
lessen injuries but it will help save the state
of Alaska millions of dollars.

— Debra Turner
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Require seat belts

Dec. 1,1986
542 Fourth Ave.
Fairbanks, AK 99701
To the editor:

To fasten or not to fasten a seat
beltis not a matter of personal pri-
vilege. There is a responsibility to
the public thatis of greater import-
ance. Children left withouta parent
can become a ward of the public.
Hospital treatment inflates cost of
medical attention and of insurance
premiums. Liability claims affect
the cost of auto insurance. Auto
accidents are the biggest single
cause of lost work time and on-the-
job fatalities. Americans lose 45
millionwork daysayearasaresult
of car crashes. Highway accidents
cause more deaths than heart
attacks and falls combined. On and
off the job accidents cost $70 billion
a year.

A family member and passenger
would not have survived an acci-
dent, not thei; fault, (and two
blocks from their office) had they
not been fastened in. The ambu-
lance driver said, “We have a fatal-

ity here” as they approached.
Another recent accident, in which
the fatality was impaled on the
steering wheel column, could have
been less serious if a seat belt had
been in place.

Today 25 states and the District
of Columbia have mandatory seat
belt laws. Alaska needs one also.

Sincerely,
Everett Wilde
Special Agent
The Prudential



Seat belts would save lives

Over 45,000 lives are lost each year on our
nation’s highways, and hundreds of thousands
are seriously injured, some with permanent
disabilities. Motor vehicle accidents are the
Reading-cause of death for persons between the
ages of one and 34 years in the U.S..

Seat belts alone could save 9,000 to 12,000
lives each year, thousands of disabling inju-
ries, and billions of dollars in costs. .

In 1985 there were 121 motor vehicle related
fatalities statewide, of which 100 were occu-
pants. But only six were wearing seat belts.-

There are three ways to get people to use*
occupant restraints: (1) education; (2) mandato-
ry seat belt laws; and (3) passive restraints.

More lives could be saved by a combination
of all three strategies. Better crash protection
systems include safety belts combined .with
airbags. .

Twenty-six states plus the District of .Co-
lumbiahave passed mandatory seat belt legis-
lation. Let’s hope Alaska is not the last state
to recognize that a mandatory seat belt-law
makes sense. And fihally, let’s start putting
more pressure on the automobile industry to

install passive restraints in all new cars.
— Mark $£ Johnson

Juneau
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Kubcria Cusler, Wasllla:
Definitely. 1 won't let my kids
ride without buckling up. You
have a better chance to survive
an accident if you wear a
seatbelt.

ei
W ould you
Dale llclch, Wasllla: Yes, for
safety. I’ve had friends that

have been in accidents and gone
through the windshield. That
wouldn’t have happened if
they’d had a seatbelt on.

support a mandatory

Bob Chamberlain, Wasllla:
Yes, especially for the safety of
kids. Child cat' seats should be

mandatory.

seat belt law ?

Rick Mehaffey, Wasllla: Yes.
So many people die with all the
drunk drivers around. Seatbelts
are especially good for little
kids—they have a whole life to

live.



( ‘Sedtbelt non-users hirtall T? o -

NJslmej D. Bennett objects to my suggestion
that people who refuse to wear their seat belts
when riding in automobiles should have to
pay higher* insurance rates. He' apparently
doesvnot understand that those who do not
wear seatbelts make everyone else's rates go
up. Any Insurance agent can explain why this

Is so. e «

>' |t Is patently unfair that | should have to
.pay higher rates because Mr. Bennett and
people like him-will.not take the .simple
precaution of buckling up. Refusing to wear
seat.belts,/contrary to popular belief, Is.not
.primarily a matter of personal choice. It Is
blatant irresponsibility which unjustifiably

infringes on the rights of everyone else.
' Rrews(er

" Courts have upheld seaf belt 3w
¢ Regarding the Feb. 28 letter written by
James Bennett on seat belts, further elabora-
tion on the facts Involved In the Illinois case
would perhaps be beneficial. A lower court In
Ilinois did rule the seat belt law unconstitu-
tional. The Judge who made this ruling Is a
former state legislator who voted against the
seat belt bill when It was passed by the
Illinois legislature In 1985. The "decision Is
being appealed to the Illinois Supreme Court.
We expect this court to reverse the decision of
the lowercourt and uphold the seatbelt law.

Other states with seat belt laws have faced
similar litigations. In N?w York a decision of
the Supreme Court entered summary Judg-
mentupholding the belt law. In December, the
county court In Lancaster County, Nebraska,

upheld Nebraska's seat belt use law against a

similar challenge. The Nebraska court specifi-

cally ruled that the seat belt use law:

s a proper exercise of the state’s police

power. Lol ” . *m

7 :» Does not deprive any fundamental right,

liberty or freedom. AV

.lelsnotvoid for vagueness.

*+ Does not classify unreasonably or arbi-
trarily. . -

« Does not delegate legislative authority to
the federal government.

"« Does not violate any rights under either
the Nebraska Constitution or the United
States Constitution.

- ; — Dennis DeWltt

== Statewide chairman

Ahska SafetyBelt Use Coalition

Iy Ni.'v 1
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Seat belt law required courage

It isa welcome breath of legislative courage
that brings us a mandatory seat belt law. It is
time that Alaskans realize that while this may
be the-“last frontier,” it is still a society:
Everybody’s "actions, to some extent,.affect
everybody else." Is it .fair that | sho.uld pay
higher auto'insurance'rates because,bthers'up
here insist upon driving irresponsibly? Is it
fair that | should pay higher health insurance
rates to subsidize those who consider it their
right to noty'Wear a Tseat belt.and sthereby
suffer greater injuries .if./.they "are- in an
accident? Many of those who were,recently so
vocal in their concern about./the leaking rail
tanker might do.ivfell to ask. themselves if
there is?really ‘any'“difference,.sexcept in.

iri- would 'also 'like..;to know why insurance
policies are'not;written that would void one’s
belt,was not being

Buckling up saves, lives

eIn response .t<>%a letter’ from James D.
Bennett about seat belt laws, | sure hope the
gentleman has good health insurance if he
ever should be in'a car accident. How many
people out thefe:driving have ho insurance
whatsoever? Many can’t afford it, | realize,
but who pays for the hospital? We do. Time
and time again many lives and injuries could
have been savecfif we had all buckled up.
How long does intake to do that?

By the way,.)Mr. Bennett, you’re lucky you
live-here in the.good'old U.S. of A."In Europe
you will buckle,up. Children are sitting in the
backseats strapped in tight. I have seen people
driving with little ones in their lap. How
many innocent little ones get killed in cars
every Yyear pecause some people have pgq

— Marianne Schreiber

-Vl llll 44 W.aS| | [a

*
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V\Weé&r seat belts

May 20,1986
475 Halvorson Road
Fairbanks, AK 99709
To the Editor;

I am greatly disappointed that
the mandatory seat belt law
(CSHB224) failed to pass.

lam a paramedic and lworkon a

first response ambulance. Since*'

19761 have not seen the death of a
driver or a passenger wearing a
seatbelt. Those thathave diedwere
notwearing seat belts. Itit;also my
experience that seat belts have not
only saved lives but also they save
occupants from facial disfiguring
injuries, permanenthandicaps and
long-term hospitalization.

7 believe that the legislators who
voted against'this bill should now

.talk to their local ambulance ser-(

vicesand hospitalemergencyroom '
staff before this bill is considered

again. | was appalled only one of

ourlocal legislators supported this-
bill. I applaud Niilo Koponen for his_
support.’ <y \

W earing aseatiSelt'should notbe
a personal choice..The'unbelted

.driver.-is;a.hazar&tb’others oh the-
‘road.’Re cannot control his vehicle

as™w.ell.-as' k;belted driver'in

.emergencysituations.l know this

from a personal experience of roll-

fIng a vehicle while belted in: Thus

the unbelted driver can cause acci-
dents that could otherwise, be
avoided. The injuries to the un-
belted driver and passengers cre-
ate costs to police and ambulance
and medical services that are
otherwise unnecessary. The ex-
pense of supporting a comatose
auto victim for a period of years
usually becomes a financial burden
of the state and federal govern-
ment.

| suggest that yourreadersjead
the accident reports in the news-
paper and note the greaterincident
of injury to unbelted victims as
compared to those that are belted.

Since the child auto seat belt law-
passed | have seen that the un-
belted,adults in an auto accident
are the ones injured arid, thankful-
ly, the belted children (due to the
law) escape without injury;

W ear your seat belt | wouldn’t
drive across your parking lot with-
out one on.

Donald A. Callahan -0,
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Three to five rcconds

Aould have saved lives

%) r

j"Paar Editor:

a There have been numerous letters

A and articles lately regarding the pros
and cons of automotive scat belts,
and llic legislature getting Into the
act attempting to make it mandatory
adds fuel to the fire. After the accf-

1 1986

uent June 26th near Spaulding Beach
condos, | feel | have to state my
views also.

The 13-year-old girl In the rear
seat is lucky to be alive, having been
fortunate (?) enough to cannon-ball
Into the rear of the front seat, rather
that tlirough the front windshield as
usually happens. She sustained head
Injuries and numerous bruises and
contusions. She Impacted the seat
with enough force to tear the seat
from its mountings in the frame. Her
mother and step-father weren't so
lucky. Her step-father struck the
steering wheel, dash, and windsldeld
with tremendous force, causing al-
most instantaneous death and mas-
sive internal and external Injuries.
Her mother, who had just been ap-
pointed to a Judgeship in her home-
town, also impacted the dash and
windshield with equal force causing
somewhat the same Injuries with
massive internal bleeding. Although
they both showed some vital signs
when first responding units arrived,
the greatamountofinternal bleeding
and numerous Injuries resulted In
their deaths. None of the three were
wearing seat belts.

For me, it's not possible to de-
scribe the aftermath ofa collision be-
tween a human body and the Interior
ofa car and windsliield. | was there,
assisting where | could, doing what
was asked of me, but a part of me
wasn’t there. You know, you see It,
but your mind Just doesn’t accept it.
It’s later, when you sit and critique
the response, discuss what was done,
what could have been done, maybe
what wasn’t done, that it starts to
sink in. That young girl's mother and

father are gone. Forever. The three
to five seconds it takes to latch most
automotive seat belts could have
made a difference.

That accident stretched (he bor-
ough’s resources in men and equip-
ment. As the people were removed
and vital signs were extremely weak
or non-existent, EMTs from Lynn
Canal, Auke Bay, Glacier, and Ju-
neau fire departments attempted to
find and stabilize life signs. The
young girl went off to the hospital in
the first ambulance. Her mother was
assigned to R-2, Glacier’s ambu-
lance; the father to R-I, Juneau’j
ambulance. It takes six to eight
trained EMTs doing several different
things almost simultaneously in an
attempt to return life to a person who
has no vital signs. Plus someone to
drive the ambulance and someone on
the radio relaying information to the
hospital concerning the patient’s con-
dition. Luckily for Juneau, there is
an abundance of people, both paid
and volunteer, who put in a lot of
time and effort to become EMTs and
trained rescue personnel. Unfortu-
nately, In tills Instance it was to no
avail. A person can’t help wondering
if seat'belts would have made any
difference. Imagine, Just three to
five seconds.

* While all this frantic effort was
going on with the three casualties,
the fourth victim, the lone driver of
the second vehicle, was left In the
driver’s scat of his demolished car,
He had stable vital signs, could con-
verse with the EMTs and rescue per-
sonnel, and was able to assist us in
removing him from the car. He
walked to my pickup, as an ambu-

sjsa

iy Jiw«p* .6 Vo~f

iance”vasn’t neeJwffoftli*lhor In-1
Juries,and besides,' they'd VilLlefv
with the more seriously injured. My:

.,.self and an EMT transported him to

-.Bartlett Memorial ."Hospital,-where
he walked Into the emergencji-roomj
'He.had been wearing his seat belt,
jlle repeated many liraes';“Boy, I'm
'‘glad | had my seat belton."Vpiree to
five’, extra seconds and he'walked
!*ag: . . -T-V
Jaff Pllicbar, -

Captain, Auka Bay ... £,«; ., .
VoiupUarFlra Dapartmciit
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Poll shows most
favor seat belt law

By Debbie Reinwand
Tima Writer

Legislation requiring Alas-
kans to use seat belts wiiile in
their cars is favored by 65 per-
cent of the state's residents, a
poll shows, with strong support
coming from rural regions and
Southeast Alaska.

The survey, conducted by
Marc Helienthal, consists of in-
terviews with 1,473 residents be-
tween Jan. 8 and 17. Samples
were taken In all areas of the
state, according to Helienthal.

Rural residents topped the list
ofsupporters ofa safety belt law,
with 77 percent of those polled
for the measure. More than 74
percent of Southeast residents
questioned favor the law, while
09 percent of the Matanuska-Su-
sitna Borough respondents sup-
port it. In Anchorage, 65 percent
of those polled want a seat belt
law.

Other findings of the poll indi-
cate bipartisan support for the
measure, with 73 percent of
Democrats surveyed In favor, 60
percent of Republicans polled
saying they’re for the measure
and 65 percent of the indepen-

dents voicing support.

The only staunch opposition to
seat belt legislation came from
the Libertarian Party, with 59
percent of those polled coming
down against the proposal.

“This poll points to the fact
that the Alaskan public wants to
start saving lives, reducing in-
juries and saving money by
adopting a safety-belt-use law,"
said Frank Bickford, executive
director of the Alaska Safety
Belt Use Coalition.

During the election, a major-
ity of those seeking legislative
seats said they favored a manda-
tory seat belt bill,and Gov. Steve
Cowper is on record as a sup-
porter of the measure.

A bill requiring seat belt use is
expected to be introduced in the
legislature in mid-February, and
already lawmakers are being
lobbied on the issue.

During the opening week of
the 1987 session, a group of chil-
dren dressed as clowns visited
the Capitol to deliver heart-
shaped pins to Alaska's 60 legis-
lators. A message on the pins
said, "Seat belt laws save lives."
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Mandatory seat belt bill squeaks through House S

3-/2-FC
.JUNEAU (AP) — Alaska
drivers would be required to
wear seat .belts, under a
measure that narrowly
passed the- House Wedncs-
day.-"
The so-called “mandatory
seat belt law" was approved
—alter lengthy debate — by
a 22-to-IS vote. At least 21
votes are needed to pass a
measure Inthe House.
'mThe proposal Is likely to
come up formore debate be-
fore being sent to the Senate,
where substantial opposition
Isexpected.

During debate on the
measure, some legislators
argued that government

mmu'dgjlljtcan toprotect

o« B

2?2?2M yX jX (JS-
last year. Seventy-nine did
notwearseatbelts, he said.

-Still, some lawmakers
argued that such decisions*
should be left to personal

« "'3'choicc, not mandated by the

‘ state. Rep. Andre Marrou,
L-Homcr, asked if gov-
"emment should attempt to
regulate'everything conrid*
ered dangerous to a person's
health. o

-"'emergencyvehicle.
i;-Miller said the law would ..
-'That' statute makes

Obesity is unhealthy,” he
said. "Why don’t we require*
people to get weighed once a
week, justlike trucks?"

Miller’s proposal xequires
drivers®Jo buckle up

ff'T-s-. *

& W SAJI>U & 4°

whenever In a vehicle,
unless the vehicle does not
have seat belts. It would be
against the law to remcve
seat belts from a vehicle,
however.
m5 "t
People who deliver news-
papers or mail from inside
Ihelr vehicles would be ex-
empt from the law, as would ,

be enforced when troopersor
police are performing other
duties. For example, a
driver stopped for speeding
would also be cited if be or

>*helsnotbuckledu p
"This law isnotgoing to be
so strictly enforced so we
.have seat belt patois,”
-Millersaid. ’ j
-If convicted for the first

iftime, a driver would face a

|15 fine and the addition of
demerits to his or ber driv-
ingrecord.

Apassengers in aschool busor ?Jf/Tbe mroposaledoes not'af-'
'SSANSSSitect the.child-restralnt law

-already in place In Alasjm.
it a
*crime to transport infants or
small children in a vehicle

without a proper child-
restraintseat orseat belt.

.« N §

T=r— i ji-;.—j

people-vQther«i“, ’hbw*verj<
aaid the proposal attacks the
righttopersonal freedom!'e 1

"“This Jaw ,will result lij
more'people “buckling up,"
Vttld Rep;” Mike Miller, a
® Juneau Democrat who cpon-
ey~ored .tht.bULyJ.'If.-we -pass

*thls .law, ‘there, .willhe more -
~people alive'at this time next"

S&yearthaj would otherwise be «

- *-»-iMlllerM1d8S people— not
counting pedestrians — died
w*in traffic accidents In Alaska

> | AT
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20-2Q deadlock in state House

defeats mandatory sea

ByBRUCESCANDUNQ -
The Associated Press
JUNEAU — A proposal to
make seatbelt’rise mandatory
e in Alaska died on the House
floor Tuesday, despite argu-

n:. memberHouse .

"Tbe vote apparently sngnaL
the end of efforts this year to
push a mandatory seatbelt
law through the
said Dennis DeW itt, chairman

legislature,’

tbelt measure

Koo' oyy*

& Rt AL H#

government.

"It is "a law that obstructs
freedom and personal choice,”
"said Rep. A1 Adams, D-Kotze-
"bue.""Voting for something
like this is questioning the

ments that such a law would ,7'of the Alaska Safety Belt Use l‘common sense of our.constitu-

savelives." * ; « mmm™ m:7y£s'Cpalifion. .4 'Ev o vients.m-. me, 6 w .
I "People will die'for the" '.“Obviously, we’re still Homer Libertarian Andre
lack of this bill passing,””said committed to it,” DeWitt Marrou said people who don’t
Rep. Mike Miller, @ Juneau../said.¢“We’ll be back next wear seathelts are dumb. But
Democrat who sporsored the year." . + he spoke againstthe measure.
measure. ir. Opponents of the legisla- + "ltisnothing more ornoth-
teMinutes later, his proposal :tlon (CSHB224) said they be- ming lccs than coercive do-
was defeated on a 20-20 tally. lieve the use of seatbelts is a egoodIlsm-/’he said. 'y
At least 21 votes are needed personal decision which M arrou said state govern-
m'for a bill to pass the 40- should.not be required by ment, if allowed to expand
;whenever new laws or regula-
“tions are proposed, would go
.*oo far in trying to protect
. Citizens >X gainst their own
right to make decisions,
_/m“What comes next, slip7
pery-bathtub inspectors?" he
asked.
Tuesday's vote was Miller’s j
"second attempt to push the
measyre through the House.
It passed in early March by a
/ 22-\6 margin, but was brought

up the next day for a reconsi-
deration vote.

Apparently concerned that J
the measure wouldn’t win ap-
proval again, Miller asked to
return the measure to com-
mittee for; more work. vii
, *Four House lawmakers

who voted for the measure In
March voted against it Tues-'
day-,They are Reps. -H.A.J
Red Boucher, D-Anchorage;
Drue Pearce, R-Anchorage;

E-Wrangell;

...and House Speaks? Ben Grus-1

sendori, D-Sitka. |



Fairbanks
News Miner

91986

BUCKLED
certificate
wearing his seat belt.

Seat belt

Steve Frith of Fairbanks sur-
vived a close encounter with a
moose this spring because he
was wearing a seat belt. ,

For that reason,
awarded a “Saved By The Belt"
certificate in Anchorage recent-
ly, according to a press release.
Frith and Robin Bissy of Wasilla
were the firstpeople in the state
given the awards, which are
handed out by a club formed by
the Alaska Council on Preven-
tion of Alcohol and Drug Abuse,
the Alaska Highway Safety
Planning Agency, and the Alas-
ka Safety Belt Use Coalition.

Frith’s accident occured the
evening of April 12, when he was
driving past University Avenue-

v-on Atlanta Street, going about 30
miles per hour. A moose darted

he was...

C

lu b b e ar

out in front of the car. Frith
didn't saw it and didn't hit the
brake until after the moose
crashed in. By the time he did
brake the car, the moose fell off

S

the roof. Glass scattered on the.

inside of the car, and the roof
was crushed.

"If | hadn’t had my seat belt
on | would have been mush,"”
Frith said. "I would have been
through the windshield."

Frith walked away from the
accident with no injuries.

Robin Bissey was severely in-
jured inan auto accidentFeb. 26
in Wasilla, but she believes she
would have been killed if she
hadn't been wearing a seat belt.
As it,was, she sustained a frac-
tured jaw, lacerated eyes, se-
vered lower lip, crushed nerves,
face bruises and more.

IN—Steve Frith of Fairbanks was awarded a “Saved By The Belt”

in Anchorage because he survived a car collision with a moose by

Ludwig Laab photo

W itn e s s

She has since recovered from
the accident.

According to Frank Bickford,
director of the Alaska Safety
Belt Use Coalition, only one out
of five people use their safety
belts. The "Saved By the Belt”
club’s goal Is' to improve that
ratio.

M otorists who have ever
escaped death or serious injury
in a traffic accident by wearing
safety belts are eligible to be-
come members. Children too
young to wear belts may qualify
if they escaped death or serious
injury in a traffic accident by
riding in a child safety seat. The
clubis free, and anyone can app-

. ly to the club by contacting Beth

Lauesen of the Fairbanks Child
Passenger Safety Association at
456-6935.
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MY TURN— In support of a mandatory seat belt use law

Hr r>uk BMU 4

Two serious accioents oocurred ««r this put
Memorial Dry weekend, Oneaccident occurredon
milt 119 of the Sterling Highwey m i Cum
Gulch. One family member wu lodi la that kd-,
Oml. Thu. pcnod. Ibe driver, wu noe waring >
m | bell. Four other family members wne wtaring
mi beits end received only minor Injuria. The
other accident occurred nearr mjk <000 the Puki
Highway north of Houston whenaear spun out of
comrot “and rolled_over. The driver, who wu
killed, wu not waring am| bell. Thgesgm’ger
aru waring a seal bell, Ualive, and listed LafsIr
condition. Irsgedla are real and Inmediate
nod Iastlrg for Ihe (amities and friends of victirrs.
But they don't have to be and should not be.

Thase who died were fellow Alaskans. Statistics
showihii a minimumof 20to SOlim can besaved
in Aluka If a mandatory m 1 bell law laenacted,
as Welt u 700 fewer Injuria and a savings of
million In medical cost insurance and Tegal a*
penses, lost production sod humen capital Casts.

Drarmetic evidence from stales and nations that
have enacted a law shows thet lira art being
saved. There are bow 15 stiles with nsandslory
m1 belt laws. Among the sis suits with the
lor.seal experience with belt Larg—Illinois,
Michigan, Nebraska, Not Jersey, New York and

Tesas—decreases to fatalities ranat from 10lo Id
[)goent. State police Ja Michigan neendy reported
drat weekend without a traffic fatality la 10
ears—more thaa S00wakeods. Itk nciger fact.
sat bell lawi are using Uea

. Bvery year, more thaa 40,000 p%))le are UBad

in traffic crashea and more than 300,000 people
111 Her serious Injuries. Tha U.S. Dcpartnml.of.

Transportation aatlmaua that If than were a 70
reent bell-usage rale throughout tha Ualtad
%}Yag, mere than 9.000 Uveawould he aamdeach
.

According to Ue Aluka Highwey Safety
Planning ,rl%ency 174 traffic falafillee occurred
last yuar la Aluka. At least 790f Uomkilled were
not “wearing seat_belli; only sis_(stallUm wars
staring belli. Four of 'Ug sis wearing scat
belli ware Involved la tractor trailer rig acddcua.
Tha remaining faulllim wem riars. motor-

Ista Isls, according la,_ lisa Aluka
e Troopers- Alcohol and not Wearing seat belts
remain tha bluest factore la fatal acci .

Laaddition to the safety factoraau belt laneare
QAvb effective. Studies show that for every dollar
inverted la safely belt use, the state nvus”.737JO.
Safety halts can reduce traffic felalVMx; whichart
eight” lime* u nsive to gate atI a0a-
lajurr accidents. Ofliean would have more llasalo
SPa\r/rL@tlala oo other traffic aaforesnwot pro.

Opponents of a mandatory aau bak law ttatt

Ihit_ drivi%_ motor \ehicle la a right, not a
privilege. ing could be further fromthe truth.

Oﬁe_ralign of a motor vehicle is subject lo meny
ralrklioni: armngmemarcsm%lnj at red ligh
and stop sigru, obeying other Iriffle signals, driv-
ing at a spred detefmined lo be utc, maintaining
sra?e(}/. ty equipment In working order, and hiving
lighility insurance —testrictions considered by the
count’lo ke legitimate exercise™ in governmental
suthoity, "

Opponents may atguc that m i be): im Isup to
the Individualr.m¥ha|g Individual rig _arngrF:_:nI
becoma Irrelevart once we recognise Thit refusing
lo buckle up cndingm Innocent third pinks —
not only Ihe dependent children of thosewho Instil
on not buckling, and not_only thase whoend up
paying higher lisa so lhit
‘freedlom” not lo buckle, but also those
up being Injured or even killed In nvoldsble colli-
«ions unbuckled drivers lose control of Ihdr
care.

Quite sinply, Ihem | bell law prevents people
from _beorxanIng loose objeeu whena ot ikids or
veersintoa tret or another vehicle; a belled driver
is leu Ukdy lo becorre n belpleu s oru his
car becomes an unguided missile. Study that b t

kgjlimale exercise of society's pover lo pemset the
Ir%“nooent, not Ihe enteri et\)/(ﬂjgeof tyr:;nmny.

W\ must ke concenn unneccmiry encroach-
ment on avll liberties, but | believe that man-
datory sal belt kglslallm will beartfully cnflcd
to minimise sny Intrusion or potenllsl for harass-
mem_The Imponsnci of (he goat of Ihe kgislauon
Isgwml meke seal belt use mandatory |

1 0 make use ory In
AIuIEi idled this In lhe Houseryof
RrpnacMillrei 0o a Teconsideration vole. The
tally wu 20 For and 20 Against. The Proposal
Elmed Inearly March by a 22-16 margin, bui later

wu broughit up for reconsideration. .

The closeness of the vole on tha icarbclt bill
along with Ihe lubitaniial public cpproval (Hcllen-
that Poll —66 percent In favor of a Uwand only
21.5 percent against) signals tha fact that we al
with imnyAI Hlﬁrtlja?re oonmttiad to P?(bzlilclkl PCI
year lo stppo mportant plea of kglllsllon.

Unfortunately, the Stale of Xluka will continue
to sac people die unnecessarily 0o our stmts and
highwsys of the ftllurt 10 buckle up. WE
out change Ihb; we can encourage our UtisUlort
lo accept” Ihdr responsibility lo ory
scat belt use legislation. That will save dollars and
more importantly, ling.
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Army now requiressoldiers to

wear iseatbelts off of

military
news

eDoris Thomas,and .
Frank Singleton' .

r--FOET -RICHARDSON.-,

war, the Army does its'ut- -U;S. Army 'Forces,Command,
most.to ensure soldier survi7-".Studies by- Forces'Command
aL 'Increasingly,efforts axi .-'have revealed’that between,

being .undertaken to:see;that -.October 1.985 and March .1986,.
spldiCK>in"pea”™tlm i~~”~ot *.61'v.'soldiexs were .killed' and
harnjed i.bj*/unsafe 'prabtices <407/ injured in’personal’vehi-

4V.mi m* VE¢, WA*AU am * lwwt w 4Wa ¢5ala a mim ta I *A lmmipa.l#luw

tlcohol -.abuse.”and'--'""inoking «. 'dent's‘.were not 'Wearihg.'seat-
are;'evidenceybf.HI".icohcern;-'.v belts' or-a helmet when they-'
Step~jffe movfcjbeliig ;taken,ito*.-. .had their fatal pcddent,:. J-;;V
‘protectrs'olMier™-i'ahd-"$h~Ar#/.fi.,ir.hder'thd,new.poHcy,-£am---
familie®'-when .-.they./drive; prjV4}y.'members'and civilian'em'~.
eride j».eKoniar.icaB,"truj*\pb.,” ployees:miist.comply with-,the 'm
i*- [ -lie on.pOst.;However,-:
mncourage '‘everyone
mup" .every,;.time.

m.~Civilian
abide:by”

p riw wjr «s vD official.
T.egulation-'i'didijng”" business away from the'mill-'
«i?bldiers".~ding\In.".vehlcles.off "-"tary resiervatlon..!" :' "<t

;the mU itary.reseivatlbom'itV 2?2 -1n ‘'accordance" -with - state' e
N.Thenew.policy,'directed by?’-;'law, children' miist be in.aii *
*Maj. $Sen.-/ge.rald-.H. 'Bethke,. ' approved restraint device If

*_e Bge 3"and'-nnder.

it . r w ey I
i tflso requires spr* '-They must wear a seatbelt if.



Deboreah W

Deboreib WUIluni_ most assoradly never
expected to be part of a booth at tha’ Aluka
State Fair. i

. Sha can# north aa a member of tha United

State# Army and, when her hitch was uP,
decided lo Slay rather than return home lo
Indianapolis. She (ot ajob In the clerk’s office
of tha Fairbanks Iforth Star. Borough. knd
woo friends with ber fun-loving, thoughtful
personality. . i

She was IS yean old when aha died, nine
weeks a}lo todz%?/,.

Debortah's friend, Faun Helms, remembers
the night befora Deboreah died. They spent
tha eveninf shopping at tha Nordstrom store
—onca they got going.

Faun, tha daughter of Borough Mayor
Juanita_Helms, has this thing about seat bells.
If you ride In her ear, you base to wear one, It
comes from being "barrelled" Into tha habit
by her aunt i . .

*'I'have a standing policy that |rrcrYb0d%/ In
my car has to ura real bélts. Usually, she'd
buckle up and not give me any hassles, but
every once In a while because of her disease,
she would. That night, sha was tkally stub-
born aboutIL* i

Debortah’s disease was lupus, a painful
Inflammaldiy IlIness that can allectiUle akin.

illiam s:

Anchor*!* Dally News

suzan nightingale

joints and nervous erstera. When Debortah's-
was acting uF. It could puke her whole body
ache. But, lately, she'd gotten her medication
regulated and tha lupus had seemed under
control. Deboreah bad even started to exercise
and lose the weight the medldna helped put

on.
. Although Dehor -h claimed her lupue
would e buckling up In Helms’ car loo
uncomfortable. Helms wu adamant. Because
Debortah’s condition had Improved, Helms
sus%ed Ihe lupus wu an excuse. .

"W Just sat there and sat there, and | said,
*You know I’'m not 0|n%untll you buckle up*

"Finally, aha did. Finally, bulling and

pulling, aha buckled uR . .

That over wilb, the frlend_s_enjq%ed aa
evening ot shopplr&and socialising. Tha last
lima Helms siw Deboreib was around mid-
nght Saturday when aha dropped ber olf at

ome, ) .
You've probably figured out how thli stol
ends by now. The next morning, Debore;
Williars climbed In her Marda to drive an old
boyfriend, Broderick Grant, to work near
bNeorth Pole. And she didn't buckla ber seat

It.

"Apparently she wu really Used and fell
uleep and the ear drilled oil”(he road," laid
Helms. "The police say aha probably wokt up
and Jerked Iha car ovér and that made It flip. *
She wu thrown fromtht car.” )

Grant wuoT Inthe car; tba 7 a.m. accident.
took place after ahe'd dropped him off at

WOHney said that she would have prabably.
early had mcouple of scratches,” said Helms —
If. of course, ahe'd been wearing ber seatbelt.
Deboreah  Williams never “regained con-
sciousness. She died tha next day. And that’s
how Dtboreah Williams becama m statistic.
One of tha eocs who could havo walked away .
Uonly Jhey'd buckled up. f
Actording to tha Aluka Seatbelt Coalition,

SECLION

Sunday. August H. 183*

a tragedy that didn’'t havefto happen

I1)£\Iatktnt died In automobile szcldinti lo
1983; 78 of Iheta were unbelted. And of tha fix
that wan writing icalbeltr, for; ware In
ecddenti with large tracioMrallc; rip. mak-
ing survival unlikely regardless. Tha coalition
estimalta that 1l Aluka paired a mandatory
seatbelt law, between 70 and lire! a yez
would be lived, thtre'd be 700 fewer traffic
Injuries, aod Alukani would rave 111 nlUloa
annlually la legal, medical and loat worker
coals.

And so, although It's not exactly Iha Stull
of cotton and corn dogt. tha coalllloe
baa mbooth al the Aluka Stale Tat Usli year,
and tha story of Deboreah Wlilami Isa smali
part of IL

"Shs wu Just a vary cheer3il panco,
always kidding around, pretty torch alarsyi
happy and trying lo*naka other people hip-

Py, aald Helivs. ™1 never really raid anything
0 her llk*, “You ahould buckla pp In your
car,” because | figured It wu her burlnéta If

she buckled up Inher car."
n she feel about tha hoolh, aad
the dippin:

s about Deboreah being a pari of
11f "1 hope 1t does some good.”

0O Suzanb(/idngale WA DaSy Hana cokwvrr Jet.
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Good idea to buck

comes to

and healthy

living long

le up

K . . .
Alaskans O'tea are their own worst enemies when it
lives.

B il

§50v

Sheffield has aniidea for’ changlng that at Ieast for state

employees who drive on the jOb
wear seat-belts when riding in state cars.
A leading cause of death and

younger
crashes.
wearing

Alaskans, is accidents,

seat belts. But more than

almostnever buckle up.

Gov.

state workers

absences and .workercompensation claims.
— and so should other

ees shou

Alaskans.

Sheffield’s, order should help
state’s costs

and cut the
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City driver, buckle up

> Anchorage drivers buckle
their seat belts more than driv-
fP Ylother parts of the nation,
the Alaska Department of High-
way Safety Plannlng Agency
says. " f

*Arecentsurvey indicated 48.6*

Pf Anchorage’s drivers
and 38.4 percent of its front seat
passengers use seat belts, the
agency said.. .

Director Mike Lewis seat belt
use among drivers across the na-
tion averages 15 to 18 percent
where such use Isvoluntary.

The survey was conducted by
University of Alaska-Anchorage
professor Bob M cKnigK In con-
junction with a similar tudy on
the use of child restraints In cars.

Another survey, commis-j

injuin.
ipduding
It’s easy to cut the risk of'harm in car wrecks by
half of Alaskans

Hes dlrected them tc.

-«E*. v
especially for
automobile

reducfe injuries .to

for employee
State employ*

m ]

VvV 17TV /; N

stoned by the Alaska Safety Belt

H fL Coa|lt*?Mk shows that two-'

tWrds of the Alaskans polled
oppid favor tamslgtian Fequiring
t heltuse. The group isurging

A ekfiklation during the next
session.

buckle
up more

v "Alaska rates high.

ein seat belt use m :
S AtWEWL 'L o "rf*<

Anchorage “drivers' buckle
up more than drivers in other

t parts of the nation,-'and 'mo-

torists statewide say a man-
datory seat .belt'law would
".suit them line, according to a
".“recent state study and a poll
‘taken for a seat belt lobbying
ot s r 0 u p ¢ =

v.LvThe Alaska Department of

N Public

Highway
re-

Safety's
.’Safety Planning Agency

«!"ported earlier this month that '

j48.6 percent of Anchorage
>drivers.and 38.4 percent of
, their front seat passengers.
'- use seat belts, agency director
e-Mike Lewis said.' e*e> «
1-/.Across'the nation;'seat belt
use among drivers where use
_isvoluntary averages 15 to 18
V'per:entvLewis said. oo *
. lheTsurvey f*was done by

Atih'. coHJurictl(?n with a similar
study on ethe use of child
'wfestraints in cars.

Alnformation for the study
fyjas gathered by observers
mwho watched motorists in

7'shoppihgrmails.

..The _state's new child re-
strain'tTaw, which took effect
.June 8, may have ;had. some
influence on city drivers/'-
Lev/is said. He added that the
state also has.been pushing an’
education campaign'explain-
ing the virtues of seat belt

l.sji [

Two-thirds vof Alaskans
also said they would support

, legislation requiring seat belt

e .use, according to -a poll con-
ducted recently by Helienthal’

e .and Associates. The poll was ’
commissioned by the Alaska

Safety Belt Use Coalition, a
lobbying group, that will urge
passage of such a bill during
next year’s legislative ses-
smn. »

poll was taken among
508 Alaska adults. Support

was greatest in rural areas of
the state, where 78 percent

said they would support the

Vfeed thSeaStKkreSpOnde:,ts *
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Lawmaker

sure seat belt

mill to be expedited in 86

JUNEAU UPI-A mandatory
; « it bellbill that calls lor lines el
j ‘up to $15 against people wlwfall to
‘e-'ebuckle up while their vehicles
I in nioUon will get quick acUonlIn
'* the House hext year, Rep. Mike
:« Miller said Wednesday,
t ' Miller, D-Juneau and chairman
« ofthe House Judiciary Committee,
introduced the measure (CSHtJ
el 224) last session.
“It made it as far as the Rules
e Committee, and It3 awaiting
| placementonthecalendar, MiUer
e said. "I think almostevery pa.- nnft
* week,thewisdom ofthelaw be/JTTi*
* %esmore apparent to pe8pIe:
“It’s a good lifesaving way to go.
:1¥°s that simple,” ne said. - BUt
we’re getting some static from a
sm anbutvocal greup of people whe
. view thebillasathreattotheir per*
; sonal freedom But f’rn surprised

TeXtA x A £ f f W 1S d
' U K % ta n K is

. -well as hundreds of thousands of
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M iH er push
b'b

JUNEAU (AP) — A mandatory
seat belt bill that calls for fines of up
to $15 against people who fail to
buckle up while their vehicles are in
motion will get quick action in the
House next year, Rep. Mike Miller
shid Wednesday. ’ ‘

Miller, D-Juneau and chairman of
the House Judiciary Committee,
Introduced the measure (CSHB 224)
lastsession.

“It made it as far as the Rules
Committee, and It’s awaiting plaee-
“rel™,°,n Center"” Miller said.

*I. rrH every passing week,
the wisdom of the law becomes more

apparenttopeople.-

mProponents argue the law would
save scores of lives annually, as well
as hundreds of thousands of dollars in
tostwages and health care costs.
AB ut opponents contend such a law

dolta to'tost »aS« *”d [”aKh
c¢” 'fjfrticjntendiuchalaw
~ALouid violate their individual
rights. While some of the critics In*

Bifate they WOWANS Ming wearing
Bbat belts, they would FBSBRt then

SOSSIKKK-KS

and certaim®handicapped people,

N “The school bus thing Is a hot
issue,” he saitj. V’If it (belts iu
BW ) Mankes e e lietsdeitos
separate bill. Ifnot, let's notdo.it.

State law requires that children
under the age of seven wear seat

belts or r}de in a suitable restraint
device. Thatwould gounchangedin
Miller’s bill.

QIld become the 18th

statet” a mandatory scat beSl,
law it Miller's altorts are suet

cessful.

es belt bib

would violate their individual rights.
While some of the critics indicate
they wouldn't mind wearing fat
belts, they would resent the state
telling them to do so.

The bill wouid exempt school bus
passengers, the owners of cars not
originally equipped with seat belts
and certain handicapped people,
Millersaid.

“The school bus thing is a hot
issue,” he said. “If It (belts in buses)

makes sense, let’s do It on a separate m

bilL Ifnot, let’snotdoit."

State law requires that children
under the age of seven wear seat
belts or ride in a suitable restraint

M D ta* bUL1 WOUId g° “ Chailged M
Alaska would,become the 18th state

ALASKA CLIPPING
SERVICE
Chugiak-Eagle
River Star
Eagle River, AK

mT24 to
Sheffield orders
£7 Jstate workers to

driye.w ith seathb el

,s State employees driving on
-.ficial government business’' m
j-wear seat belts under .an- ort
'/$igned by Gov. Bill Sheffield. 1
...Jo.der also applies to passenger.'
Tstate vehicles, miSSSSiijilsi.-
Sheffield noted that 57 si.
«-'employees were Injured during i
‘[past two years while driving
«'state business. Some of those
-juries could have been prevem
I'or lessened by.the use of seat be
*m ;Jhe said. x

'Beyond the .safety -of ¢

. "workers; I’'malsb concerned tl
"lost employee time and work«
compensation payments be kep:
eea minimum," the governor sa
.+, “ Sheffield commented that
now routinely wears a safety t
while driving or riding in a c.

ff “1 didn’t like wearing the 1
«at first, but I’ve learned to &

S and it doesn’t hurt a bit," he s:
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~#AMt)NG THE BILLS we -rRep Mlke Mlllerof Juneau

eworkers ordered

to belt up on business

Gov. Bill Sheffield has
signed ah order requiring
state employees to wear
seatbelts while driving on of*
ficial government business,
according to a state news
release. The admiInistraUve
order, which also applies to
passengers In state vehicles,
is effective Immediately.

"Surveys Indicate that less
than one-third of Alaskans
routinely wear safety belts.
To the extent state
employees contribute to this
figure, this order should
reduce injuries," Gov. Shef-
field said.

The order Instructs all
agencies under the gover-
nor’s direction to develop
and*Implement a policy for
the use of seatbelts by their
employees. It requires
workers to.attest to having

read and understood the
order,

- Gov. Sheffield noted that
51 state employees were in-
jured during the past two
years while driving on state
business, and some of those

injuries could have been

*prevented or lessened by the

use of seatbelts.
"Beyond the safety of our
workers, I'm also concerned

wrk“ sCmPc°ompS«M

payments bekept to a
minimum,"” thegovernorj°;
6aid-

Gov. Sh.effield said he now
routinely wears a safety belt
while driving or riding in a
car.

"1 didn’t like wearing the
belt at first, but I’ve learned
to do it and it doesn'thurta
bit,” hesaid.

expect to see passed by the

1986 legislature—and proba-'

bly one that .will breeze
through with :reasonable
speed — is a pending mea-

sure that would make it ille-
gal to drive in Alaska with-
out’seatbelts buckled. ™p-C
VOf course there are prob-
lerns with the legislation.
rightfully can be viewed as
one more erosion of indi-
vidual freedom and you can
expect to hear that argu-
ment a million times as the
[bill is debated.

it WILL BE
They’ll be right. The bill will
be opposed on grounds that
this may make sense for
urban Alaska — for Anchor-
age and Fairbanks and Jun-
eau and Ketchikan.— but
makes no sense for Craig or

It

&>>.:+0ne of

difficult to
.lenforce, others will contend,

fhiakes sense'and should be
. enacted into law. ;
The-evidence of national
~statistics is overwhelming in
/support of mandatory seat-
belt laws, .which already are
in effect in' 17 states across
™. .the nation. Locally; seat belt
use is mandatory for vehi-
'cles operated on Elmendorf
¢ Air Force Base and Fort
Richardson.

.vIF YOU DON'T believe
statistics, talk sometime to
doctors or nurses
who work in the mergency
rooms of hospitals here-
abouts. 'They’re 'believers.
They see the gruesome re-
.suits of not'buckling up and
they see the lucky ones who
. remembered -to use their
belts.. »  «a*???'-r-
; ‘€4-The inconvenience is nil
*once the habit has been ac-

Hydaburg or Bethel or Bar- quired. It’s simply no big
row. There may be some' .deal — except that it may
validity to that argument, make the difference be-
too. m-w - ,- W tween life and death. That is
, Despite all that, the billby * a big deal.’ \ '

*OXC*.
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%ceived $250,000 from the national”/.

/mfor its educational campaign.
Lewis of Anchor--/says.

sl'-kviul;
Anchorage Times
Anchorage, AK

V.. aad

g Traffic Safety Now organization

But Carol

"-'‘come

Tlie coalition has three sul>
committees, all of which wel-
any assistance, Lewis

/

iThe.Vslifyfrijjr. Maianujka.Stisllit*/Borough * November R Ip g J -------

/
Seat belt coalition w ants
j V> ' p./Vi-Y. *
Jaskans to start b uck lin g
eJm

by Paul Fattlg ‘= .
Time* Witer Mo vations: V-5

A simple click could have''~ u ’ "ML T e jfc
saved at least 20 lives, prevented ®w*. age, the coalition’s southcentral v,\. Tlieresourcesdevelopment/
some 700 Injuries and saved tax-''chairwoman, notes there is nn- "subcom m ittee,headed by Tom'ii;
payers some 512 ’ To* R « "MimoM vunii
Alaska last year..

The non-profit Alaska
Belt Use Coalition hopes
gures will alert tliose who don’t, ! shesays. e D—
buckle up when they hop Into If the bill Introduced by Rep/ p reach subcommittee which Is
their vehicles. V  Mike Miller, D-Juneau, becomes putting on exhibits and distribut-
«"Basically, what we’re doing;' law, Alaska will become the 18thv-tog materials,
is an education campaign, mak-i.: state with a mandatory seat belt.;.. Lewis (563-3174), Is handling
Ing sure Alaskans know why.It IsjV.law. However* an exemption 'the communications subcom-
important to wear seat belts,"-; would be made for school bus . mlttee which Iscreating a speak-
says Frank Bickford, the coall-.* passengers, certain handicapped :Ing bureau and a letter-to-Uie-ed-
tion's statewide coordinator, people and the owners of cars not + 110 campaign. L ) .
"The advantages, of course, are.. originally equipped with seat ' .

9 . . g y equipp Ovations seeks to honor peo-
that It protects you in accidents.  belts. 7> ple or programs In Alaska
You are less likely to be killed or Alaskan pollster Marc Hellen- . : o
injured.” hal, hired by the coalition to de- worthy' ot SpECIa|- recognition.

The national Highway Users [EFFi € RBW alksdkais feel upuuk  Send your suggestions to Ova-
Federation, a non-profit group the proposed IaV\{, reports that §6 , tlons, The Anchorage Times, Box
supporting safer highways, stud- percgnt statewide support it, 40,Anchorage 99510.
ied Alaskan highway deaths last Lewissays. X
year-and made the conservative A report released by the
estimate that at least 20 hves Mlaska_DRepartmentof Puplic Sa-
could have been saved and 700in- fety’s Highway Safety Planning
Juries prevented had vehicle oc-y.Agency late In October Indicates
cupants been wearing seathelts. V that 48.6 percent of Anchorage.

The $12 million came out ® drivers buckle up, while 38.4 per-
tlie state pocketbook to help pay .centoffrontseatpassengers use
medical, insurance and related seatbelts.
costs, Bickford notes. ! That compares to about 15-18

Tlie coalition, chaired by. Percent voluntary seat belt use «

. . DemmisDewitt of Juneau,-haste- Nationwide, the agency notes. >

m
5 Seat belts

2T,

[$° saved lives "?h

7% - m .

As a result of having a child

in kindergarten this year, we

! have been getting a lot of infor-

mation carried home on seat

belts and the fact that they save

lives. "
¢ | have recently learned that
there is a coalition in the state
f- of Alaska to pass a seat belt law.
' I would like the people In the
| state of Alaska to know that we
;. as a state need to stand behind
R.this coalitionl Four years ago
my 18-month-old son and | were

Involved in a collision in which j

we were hit by another car:
which was speeding and ran a
stop sign. .,

My son was in a car seat and .
had only a small scratch on his ’
forehead.

I did sustain a broken jaw and
two broken wrists, but would
have been killed if not belted In..
The ambulance crew that came;
to assist saw the cat and im-..
mediately assumed there were.'
no survivors. They were shock-\

rj ed to find us alive when they got i
lo the car. © .
A 15-second chore of fasten- j
ing myself and my child in had.,.
, saved our lives. Yes, people may
Ij. objectlo asealLhelt law becausr”.
it is an "infringement on their-
rights." However have any of ,
;“hcm ever received a phone call (|
: from an emergency room telling i
| them of the loss of a loved one j*
who could have been saved by -
buckling up? t
|

, Birgilta Tulip
. » JVtHW Anchorage’ -
r | -~ =
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NResidents urged to buckle .uplf

during holiday travel tim e

~v.Next week is "All-American .were to accept the .Challenge'bf;
‘e"Buckle Up Week in Alaska. Gov.v ..this year’s All-American Bucklej
Bill"'Sheffield- proclaimed Vthe ;Up, we could save hundreds™oH
.eevent which uses the theme,; holiday gatherings from being'
#“Start a Habit for Life.”™accord---.-held in hospitals,” the'Coalition:
.ing to the Alaska Safety Belt use said in its announcement.
"Coalition. o . In his proclamation, Sheffield
-The coalition said the designa- ¢"said; “ Experts,believe that .the
.%tion is timed'to coincide'with -use of safety belts could prevents
ujThanksgi'dng week because that up to half .the "fatalities and j
swis’the time when :mariy.peoplereduce, the number .of seriousif

During the-1984 Thanksgiving car.”” He urged“residehts:to,use*

" f-holiday, -the coalition -said,.603 , safety belts when riding in cars:
.-"moeonle lost ".rheir*liv« in trnffir ..Aiirtnt* rVi» wwah R —
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seat b e lt

w-> Imendorf AirForce

g-?» Base— Automobiles

* — of the future may
someday sporta warning
similar to that found on a pack
ofsmokes— “Warning:
Failure to use a restraining
device greatly increases your
chances ofinjury ordeath in
an automobile accident.”

Thatpointed attemptat
saving livesby urging people
to buckle up may beyears
down the road, butan effortis
underway rightnow to make
people aware of the necessity
ofseatbeltuse, via the Alaska
Seat Belt Coalition.

The coalition, headed here
by Staff Sgt. Janet Thornton
of the 43rd Tactical Fighter
Squadron, has but one aim —
tosave livesand prevent
injury through the use of seat
belts.

. ]

With that In mind, the Air
Force has taken one more big
step inour own mandatory
seat belt program. In the past,
belt-lessdrivers faced
possible suspension of driving
privileges. Beginning Jan. 1,
people not wearing seat belts
face automatic 10-day
revocation of driving
privileges.

Mind you, the Alaska Seat
Belt Coalition and the Air
Force are notconnected in
any concrete way — but
philosophically, we are all in
agreement. Seat belts save
lives, prevent injuries and
actually save the Air Force
and the civilian sector big
bucks in lost work time, legal

e

VStmday, December 22,1985, The Anchorage Times C-7

aim s to
co a lition
Flight
line
S. Sgt. Frank .
Singleton

problems, medical expenses
and other costs.

.The coalition is endorsed
heartily by the base
leadership. Within state
government, Gov. Bill
Sheffield has issued an order
thatall state employees will
wearrestraining devices
when in state-owned vehicles.

The policy here is a little  «
more stringent. Any person,
civilian or military, issubject
to the suspension. If the seat

. beltcoalition has its way, seat

belt use will become
mandatory throughout
Alaska, as itcurrently isin 15
otherstates.

~Within the next few
mont/is, the issue will come
before the state Legislature.
Within that short time, several
Alaskans will be dead and
others gravely injured, just
because they failed to buckle
up.

That’s where Sgt. Thornton
and her cousin, Staff Sgt.
Cheryl Clayton of the 21st
Tryrtical Fighter Wing Safety
Office, come in.

“As Outreach Committee
Chairman of the coalition, |
hope to increase awareness

e fforts

%around the state and here on
. base.'We are setting up

displays, exhibits In local
malls, designing educational
strategies at the lowest level
— Santa will be atthe Sears
Mallnextweek talking about
seatbelts, giving the children
stickers, window scrapers and
other items with one basic
message — buckle up for
safety,” said the sergeant.

Clayton deals with seat belt
safety every day inherjob as
wing safety technician. “Most
peopledon’tknow an accident
at30miles perhourlS
identical to falling off a four
story building onto concrete.

The policy will be strictly
enforced on base through gate
mchecks, spot checks in parking
lots around the base and other
means. Ifyou are pulled over
by an AirForce law
enforcementpatrol, chances
are the first thing the officer
will check isyourrestraining
device, notyourdriver’s
license.

So buckle up on EImendorf.
Someday, you may be glad
you-did.

StaffSgt Frank Singleton
isan AirForce journalistand
editorof the Sourdough
Sentinel, EImendorf®sbase
newspaper. For information
concerning the Fiightline
column orAirForce events
and topics, callSingletonat
552-2493, or write tohim at 21st
TFW, .PublicAffairs,

ElmendorfAirForce Base,
Alaska 99504. * e
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FROM USA TODAY'S NATIONAL NEWS NETWORK

U.S~ SupremeCourt . t

9 L etstand or refused cases:

The court let stand:

SEAT BELTS — Illinois law requiring the use of seat belts. Court af-
firmed an Illinois court ruling that the law was constitutional”®
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on seat
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rt rules

belt use

'‘Comparative negligence' could

iaffect money awards in civil suits

Ry

. Alaska's _lilghest court has
([;lven motorists 0ne more reason
0 buckle up: Not wearing seat
belts could cost you money.

The Supreme Court ruled that
falling to wear seat belts Invehi-
cles equipped with them can be
used to prove a motorist's own
negligence for traffic accident
Injuries. . .

In a personal Injury lawsuit,
Juries may adjust a monclaty aw
ard according lo each party’s re-
sponsibility. .

The court's decision was Is-
sued Friday, It stemmed. from
the Anchorage case of diaries
Hutchins, who had sued Robert
Schwartz for Injuries suffered In
ntwecxarcrash.

At Hutchins' trial, Anchorage
Superior Court Judge Milton
Souler allowed Jurors to hear tes-
timony that Hutchins had not
heen wearing a seat bolt. Later
the Judge tola Jurors to disregnrd
that evidence.

In deudmg on_a money
award, the Jury found that
Hutchins  was “comparatively
negligent for his Injuries, widen
Included bruises, cuts and a bro-
ken toe. Jurors awarded him
$19370 In damages. Hutchins
had asked for $50,

I JUNEAU EMPWE. MONDAY. SEPTEMBER 16.1900

He appealed by asking the Su-
preme Court 10 find,” amon
other things, that Soutcr hnd ----------
made mistakes by Initially ad-.
milling lhe seat belt testimony |
and then by denying Hutchins
request for a new trial or a ver-
dict other than the one Ihe Jury
had reached.

In an opinion by Justice Allen |
T. Compton, the Supreme Court
upheld tlie Jury's decision. Since
the court decided comparative
negligence can be shown when a
motorist falls to wear seat belts
the Supreme Court also found
Soutcr had made no error by al-
lowing jurors lo hear the Seat
bolt testimony.

Alaska Isamong 2t states that
have no law requiring adult's to
wear seat belts. Lobbyists like |
Frank Bickford, of the Alaska i
Safety Belt Use Coalition, said
Friday’s ruling could be useful In
making the coalition's point that
buckling not only saves lives but
makes economic sense.

A-2—DPally News-Miner, Fairbanks. Alaska
SunoJY- September 14, 19841

Court tics scat belt
use to negligence

Alaska.SupremejCourtsays not wearing seat belts is negligent

Anchoraoce Dally News  Sunday, September 14,1984

,No seat belt®
meanssmal |

injury claim

partiy-responsibie forinfurles

The Associated PV
The Aliske Suprt'tof.*bUrrnilccT Friday
tbit a motorist Involved Ina traffic_accident
Is partially! responsible for Ids Injuries If-he
falls to wear a aeat belt. .
The decision earae Injt9AntHorage caslrin
which Charles Hulchins aued Robert Schwartz
fokﬁ ﬂﬁ(ﬁ(ﬁg for égunes HUtCBIIndS dsu_st;;t/l\nLedf
when hli c*j an ’s coUldedri S
Hu_tchInSJsuf?ered cuts_on%it head, bruises
on hli chest, knee and wrist, and a broken toe.
In personal Injury lawsuits, Juries ma
adjust a mone_ta_r?(' a*krdlscfar"f"lq:ea(%
part%/'s responsipility. * ‘e '
The JurY decided"Schwarts toas 80 percent
negligent In causing the accident, and Hutch-
ins wu 40 percenl-negligent,™ It= awarded
Hutchins $1,000 In damnges. 1111 »rdt>n*v»»M
W\/I DurlnSg the trial, Superior Court Judge
MUIon Souler allowed testimony thBt Hutch-
ins wu not wearing a seat_belt. However,
before the Jurors _their, deliberations,
Souter ordered them fo disregard the seatbelt
evidence, ... e M,

Hutchins'appealed the verdict, arguing th>t
the seat belt” testimony never should”htye
been allowed, . e e )

CILIn% cues In Florida, nﬂ';?élsg!oh»lm'V‘T
Alaska Supreme'Court said there 1S alemon-
strable link between wearing seat’ bclti and
minimizing Injuries.

"Automobile scddenlt are foreseeable,'!
wrole Justice Allen Compton."Therefore, If
\mder the facts and circumstances of the case,
a.reasonabI%/ prudthTperson would haverVised
a seat belt_and If plaintiff suffered' taord
severe Injuries u a result of not wearlnf'a
seat belt, then the Jury should be permitted to
consider this factor In‘assessing damages.”

The Supreme'Court ruled” that “Souter’S
actions Involving the seat bell evidence were
appropriate; « ! l,. 'e*fe

Si
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AMENDMENT

Offered i1n the HOUSE By Cotten

T0: HB 167

Page 2, after line 6, insert a new subsection to read:
"(e) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a peace officer
may .not stop or detain a person to determine compliance with (a) or
(b) of this section, or 1issue a citation for a violation of (a) or (b)
of this section, unless the peace officer has probable cause to stop
or detain the person other than for a violation of (a) or (b) of this

section."

-1- 3/18/87



ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION
319 SEWARD ST. #8

JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801

907-586-1400

2/11/787

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE,

SINCERELY,

FRANK BICKFORD

FAET LANG



30. HB 167 (Cotten, et al) An Act relating to mandatory use of
safety devices in motor vehicles
A. State affiars, Judiciary
B. Status: House Floor
C. SA: CS - 4 do pass, 1 no rec
D. JubD: CS 4 do pass, 2 no rec,l1 do not pass
E. Testified:
1) Mark Johnson, EMS
2) Public Safety
F. Judiciary CS Sectional:
1) Sec 1: Repeals and reenacts safety belt law
a) Safety belts - new section
1> makes it illegal for anyone 16 or older to
occupy a motor vehicle without wearing a safety belt
2> Makes it illegal for anyone to operate a motor
vehicle without wearing a safety belt (e.g.14, 15year-olds)
b) Child safety seats section - unchanged from
present
c) Exceptions - rural exemption removed
1> emergency vehicles exempt
2> Mail & newspapers
3> Handicapped individuals may be exempted by the
commissioner
4> Vehicle not equipped w/belts
d) May not remove belts to avoid law
e) Secondary enforcement only - peace officer may
not stop a motor vehicle to determine compliance with (a).
(Primary enforcement still allowed for child seats)
2) Sec 2. Allows commissioner to exempt persons if use
is impractical because of physical or midical conditions.
3) Sec 3. Penalties
a) for violation of (@) (seat belts) An infraction
only, $15 fine max, no demerit points
b) violations of (b) child safety seats - same as
present law - an infraction, max fine $300, max 2 demerit
points, offender may provide proof of acquisition of child
safety device and the court shall dismiss the citation,
unless:
1> prior conviction
2> prior bail fTorfeiture
3> Prior provision of proof of acquisition



BILL NO: CS HB 167 (SA) DATE: April 1, 1987

TITLE: An Act relating to CONTACT: Fllen"Woore
mandatory use of safety devices

In the Jurisdictions that have had the longest experience with safety bell
use laws, it has been found that the greater the level of increase in
seatbelt use, the greater tlie reduction in fatalities and serious injuries.
Correspondingly, the more stringent the law, the higher the compliance.

The Committee Substitute (State Affairs) for House Bill 167 provides for
"secondary" enforcement of the proposed safety belt statute as well as the
existing child restraint statute. It is the position of the Highway Safety
Planning Agency that this weakens the extremely successful child restraint
law. In fact, such a prevision may reverse the trend toward increased
safety belt use that began about the time the child restraint law went into
effect.

He recommend that the child restraint section [AS 28.05.095(b)J he extended
to cover children up to age sixteen. Without this change, it would be
possible tn issue a citation to a child as young as seven years old. We
also recommend that the so-called secondary enforcement section be revised
to include only adult belt use. Violation of the child restraint section
WGuld remain a "primary" offense.

Finally, AS 28.05.099(a) reduces the fine for a violation of the child

restraint law from a possible $300 to $15. We are neutral on this change,

but we believe that Sec. 28.05.099(b), which provides for dismissal on

proof of "correction”, should be repealed if mail-in-bail for this offense
established.

William R. NiXx
Actino Commissioner



STATE OF ALASKA 1987 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
FISCAL NOTE
Bill Version: CSHB 167 (SA)

REQUEST Publish Date:

Revision Date: Agency Affected: PUBLIC SAFETY
Title: "An Act relating to BRU: Highway Safety Planning Agency
mandatory use of safety devices."

Sponsor: Cotten, Ulmer, Koponen, ... Components:

Requestor: House Judiciary

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:  (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 87 FYy 88 FY 89 FY 90 Fy 91 FY 93
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0

CAPITAL

REVENUE

ENDING::  (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUNDS 0 0 0 0 0
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER
TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS:  (Attach a separate page if necessary)

No fiscal 1impact is anticipated. Amendment reduces the maximum fine for
violation of the child restraint law from $300 to $15 and changes it from
primary to secondary enforcement. This negative revenue impact will be offset
by fines collected for .v/olation of the adult use provision.

Prepared by: Ellen Moore,Program Coordinatory Phone: 465-4375
Division: Highway Safety Planning Agency) Date: 3/33/87

1/
Approved by Commissioner: A (VVIQuc  pate: 7/,~3/-> /
Agency: Public Safety Il

Distribution (by preparer):
Legislative Finance
Legislative Sponsor
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget
Impacted Agency(ies) page___ 1 of 1
Senate Secretary
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Date referred: 3/6/87 FURTHER REFERRALS: Judiciary
DATE:
State Affairs Committee has considered HB 167

"An Act relating to mandatory use of safety devices."

RECOMMENDS:

[xQ replace with _ C S HQ lu V(< A [ 1 the same title

[ 1 attached amendment(s) [ 1 anew title

[ ] do pass

[ .] do not pass

[ ] no recommendation

[ 1 individual recommendations

[ 1 additional referral to the Committee
ADOPTS; [ 1 letter of intent

ATTACHES HEW FISCAL NOTE(s):

[ 1 fiscal impact [ ] same as previous fiscal note
-2.Ji"X] zero fiscal note published
C ] =zero with analysis [ 1 same as previous zero fiscal

note published

SIGHIHG OTHER RECOMMEHDATIOHS:

NAAAN
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Offered: 3/2.3/87 5-0659B
Referred: Judiciary

Original sponsors: Cotten, Ulmer,
Koponen, et al.

IN THE; HOUSE n BY THE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 167 (State A ffairs)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST GESSION >, n r
A BILL AN~ N frot 1 y
For an Act (intitled: "An Act relating to mandatory /use of safety devices.”

BE IT ENACTED. BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* Section 1. AS 28.05.095 is repealed and reenacted to read:

Sec.\28.05.095. USE OF SAFETY DEVICES/ REQUIRED. (a) Except as
provided in (c) of this section, a person may not occupy a motor
vehicle whife. in operation)unless restrained by a safety belt.

(b) Except as provided in (c) of,this section, a driver may not
transport a child under the age of(sevei? in a motor vehicle unless the
driver has provided and properly secured each child as described in
this subsection. If the child is less than four years of age, the
child shall be properly secured in a child safety device meeting the
standards of the United States Department of Transportation for a y
child safety device for infants. If the child is between four and/A5""
years of age, the child shall be properly secured in a child safety
device approved for a child of that age and size by the United States
Department of Transportation or in a seatbelt, whichever is appropri-
ate for the particular child.

(c) Subsections (a) and (b) do not apply to

(1) passengers in aJscYtool bu” or] an emergency vehicle;

(2) a vehicle operator acting in the course of employment
delivering mail or newspapers from inside the vehicle to roadside mail
or newspaper boxes;

J

(3) a person or class of persons exempted by regulation

under AS 28.05.096; /o

HBO167B “1-s CSHb 167 (SA)
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(4) a person required to be restrained by seatbelts under
(a) or(b) of this section if the motor vehicle is not equipped with
seatbelts; or \
— e ) a motor vehicle exempt under AS 28.10.011(11).

(d)A person may not remove a seatbelt from a vehicle solely to
be exempted under (c)(4) of this section.

(e) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, "a peace officer
may not stop or detain a(persori~feb determine compliance with (a) or
(b) of this section, or issue a citation for a violation of (a) or (b)
of this section, unless the peace officer has probable cause to stop
or detain thej*personj other than for a violation of (a) or (b) of this
section. Jir-vJ
Sec. 2. AS 28.05.096(a) is amended to read:

(a) The commissioner of public safety may adopt regulations to
exempt a person [CHILD] or a class of persons [CHILDREN] from the
requirements of AS 28.05.095 if the commissioner determines that the
use of a [CHILD] safety device is im practical because of physical or
medical conditions of the person or class of persons [CHILD].

Sec. 3. AS 28.05.099 is amended to read:

Sec. 28.05.0909. PENALTY. (a) A person convicted of a violation
of AS 28.05.095(a), (b), or (d) [(c)] is guilty of an infraction and
may be fined up to $15. In addition to the fine established under
this section, a person convicted of a violation of AS 28.05.095(b) may
be assessed demerit points as determined by regulations of the depart-
nient, notwithstanding the provisions of AS 28.15.231(b).

(b) A person who violates AS 28.05.095(b) [AS 28.05.095(a)] by
failing to provide a child safety device or seatbelt may provide a
peace officer, including a village safety officer, proof of purchase

or acquisition, and installation, of an approved child safety device

CSHB 167 (SA) -2- HB0167B



or seatbelt. If the proof is provided within 30 days after the issu -
ance of a citation for the infraction, the court shall dismiss the
citation and no points shall be assessed under (a) of this section
unless the peison has

(1) been convicted previously for violating that section by
failing to provide a child safety device or seatbelt;

(2) been cited for failure to provide a child safety device
or seatbelt and has forfeited the bail required by the citation; or

(3) provided the proof required by this subsection on a

prior occasion.

HB0167B -3- CSHB 167(SA)
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- Safety belts save

Safety-belt-use laws that cover
about 139 million U.S. residents
have created a new class of citizens
—survivors.

These are persons who lived
through traffic accidents because
they were buckled up. And many
were wearing safety belts because
of belt-use laws passed by law-
makers concerned about reducing
the human and financial costs of
accidents.

Dr. BJ. Campbell, director of the
Highway Safety Research Center at
the University of North Carolina,
says that, in 1983,400 Americans in
eight states owed their lives to
safety-belt laws during the first few
months those laws were in force in
their states.

Campbell studied the life-saving
impact of safety-belt laws in effect
during 1985 in Illinois, Michigan,
Missouri, Nebraska, New Jersey,
New York, North Carolina and
Texas.

"One of the newest and most

SAVED BY'BELT: Police officerJRobin Kane's car was'struck in the rear1

profound changes in U.S. motor- ever been seen before, and it’s a 7,000 to 9,000 lives would be saved IS
vehicle transportation history has dramatic and agreeable improve- annually, he said. tn
ta!(en place in the past two years mlent, he sald._ o _ Police Officer Robin Kane, a by
with the enactment of these laws. Campbell said by projecting his member of the Suffolk Count m,
Before the belt laws, safety-belt use findings in those eight states to the y be

was less than 20 percent,” he said.
Now belt use is in the 40 to 50
percent range in those states, and
16 additional states have enacted
belt-use laws.
“While this is a long way from the
kind of compliance everyone would'

entire nation, 2,000 to 2,500 lives
could be saved each year. “And
mind you, thats with seat-belt use
at its current level of 40 to 50
percent,” he said.

If safety-belt laws covered all
vehicles in the United States and

|

Highway Patrol, near New York
City, is one of the new breed of
survivors. She joined that new class
April 20,1986 when she survived an
auto accident because she was
wearing a safety belt.

Kane was in her patrol car,
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