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§ 28.05.090 Alaska Statutes § 28.05.096

C o lla te ra l re f e re n c e s . — 7A Am. Ju r . 
2d, A utom obiles and Highway Traffic. 
§§ 185 to 203.

GO C.J.S. M otor Vehicles, $ 2(i.

Sec. 28.05.090. Citation form. IRepealed, .s'1 6 ch 178 SLA 1978.]
Sec. 28.05.091. Seizure of unsafe or defectively equipped vehi­

cle. A  motor vehicle which is driven on a highway or vehicular way or 
area, and which has been determined to be defective in equipment so 
as to be unsafe for driving, is an unlawful vehicle and may be 
impounded by a peace officer or an employee of the department 
officially designated for that purpose. The owner or person in lawful 
possession of the vehicle shall pay the necessary costs of impounding 
and storing the vehicle. The impounding of a vehicle is in addition to 
any other pena’iy. Nothing in this section prevents the driving or 
moving of a defective vehicle in the manner directed by the peace 
officer or employee to a place for
t1) the correction of a defect in the equipment;
v2 ) dismantling or wrecking; or
(3) storage without repair. (S 6 ch 178 SLA 19781
Sec. 28.05.095. Child safely devices. lEffeclive June 8, 1985.1 

(a) Except as provided in (b) of this section, a driver may not transport 
a child under the age of seven in a motor vehicle unless the driver has 
provided and properly secured each child as described in this subsec­
tion. If the child is less than four years of age, the child shall be 
properly secured in a child safety device meeting the standards of the 
United States Department of Transportation for a child safely device 
for infants. If the child is between four and six years of age, the child 
shall be properly secured in a child safety device approved for a child 
of that age and size by the United States Department of Transportation 
or in a seatbelt, whichever is appropriate for the particular child.
(b) Subsection (a) does not apply to
(1 ) a school bus or an emergency vehicle;
(2) a child or class of children exempted bv regulation under AS 

28.05.096;
(3) a child required to be restrained by seatbelts under (a) of this 

section if the motor vehicle is not equipped with seatbelts; or
(4) a motor vehicle exempt under A S  2S.10.011 (1 1 ).
(c) A  person may not remove a seatbelt from a vehicle solely to be 

exempted under (b)(3) of this section. (§ 1 ch 99 SLA 1984 )

<1- J

CO

E ffec tive  d a te s .  — Section 3, ch. 99, 
SLA 1984, m akes th is  section effective one

y ear after enaclmen*. C hapter 99 was 
approved by th e  governor on Ju n e  8, 1984.

Sec. 28.05.096. Exemptions and alternative safety devices. 
[Effective June 8, 1985.] (a) The commissioner of public safety may

1 2
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D E P A R T M E N T  O F  P U B L I C  S A F E T Y

DIVIS IO N OF STATE TROOPERS

/

3IL L  SHEFFIELD. GOVERNOR  
Robert J. Sundberg 
Commissioner

5700 E. TUDOR ROAO 
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 9950'

March 3, 1986

Mr. Frank Bickford
Statewide Coordinator
Alaska Safety Belt Use Coalition
319 Seward Street, #8
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Mr. Bickford:

The Alaska State Troopers enforcement of a mandatory seat belt law will be 
that enforcement incidental to other traffic stops in the normal course of 
patrol as ..■all as information developed in the course of traffic accident 
investigations.

Sincerely,

Colonel Michael C. Kolivosky 
Director
Alaska State Troopers

MCK/ln

cc: Rep. M. Mike Millar



T IT L E :  An Act relating to CONTACT: Ellen
mandatory use of safety devices

BILL NO: HB 167 DATE: March 10, 1987
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As many as 50% of traffic deaths and 65% of the injuries could be prevented 
if all motorists wore the safety belt that has been required equipment -'n 
every passenger vehicle manufactured since 1968.

Highway safety professionals have urged tUr' use of these devices through 
public information and education programs for twenty years, and have had 
only limited success in increasing their use.

Twenty-five states now require motorists to wear seatbelts. Each state 
has experienced different levels of compliance and, as a consequence, 
different rates of reduction in fatalities and injuries. The more 
stringent the law and the more diligent the enforcement, the higher the 
rate of usage that has been achieved and the greater the reduction in 
fatalities and injuries. However, it must be pointed out that iagardless 
of the emphasis placed on enforcement, usage rates have increased in every 
state that has enacted seatbelt legislation of any kimT

The health and safety of its citizens are legitimate concerns of every 
state government. The failure of most motorists to wear their safety 
belts affects each of us e.ery time we renew our automobile insurance. 
Automobile accidents are the largest single response category for 
ambulance services. As many as 25% of all ambulance trips are to the 
scene of injury-producing traffic accidents. Peace officers spend an 
enormous amount of time investigating automobile accidents, especially 
when injuries or deaths are involved. Hospital emergency rooms and 
rehabilitation centers are among other direct services provided to victims 
of automobile accidents. State and local governments directly fund these 
activities. The indirect costs to-society are even greater in terms of 
vitality and productivity lost and dependents added to the welfare roles.

The Department of Public Safety supports passage of this bill.

nrm rt

f t

William R. Nix 
Acting Commissioner
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P o s i t  Ion Paper /
House B i l l  No. 16V

For an Act e n t i t le d :  "An Act r e la t in g  t o  mandatory use o f  s a fe ty  d e v ic e s . ”
This act repea ls  and reenac ts  AS 28 .0 5 .0 9 5  to  re q u i re  t h a t  "a person may 
not occupy a motor v e h ic le  while In ope ra t ion  un less re s t ra in e d  by a s a fe ty  
b e l t . ”  Children under 4 years o ld  are requ ired  to  be In a U .S . Department 
o f  T ransporta tion  (DOT) approved ch i ld  s a fe ty  device , and ch i ld ren  between 
fou r and s ix  must be In an approved s a fe t y  device o r  secured by a s e a t b e l t .
This b i l l  would exempt school bus and emergency v e h ic le  passengers from the 
requirement, v eh ic le  op e ra to rs  engaged In the d e l iv e ry  o f  mall and o th e rs  . 
as determined by r e g u la t io n  where a r e s t r a i n t  Is Impractica l f o r  medlca.' or 
o the r physical c on d i t io n s .
The Department o f  Health and Soc ia l Serv ices s t ro n g ly  supports  the passage 
o f  th is  b i l l  f o r  the fo l low in g  reasons :
1) Motor v eh ic le  crashes a re  a leading cause o f  death . In ju r y  and longterm 

d l s a b i I I t y ;
2 )  Numerous s tud ies  have shown th a t  sea t b e l t s  and o the r v eh ic le  s a fe ty  r e ­

s t r a in t s  s u b s t a n t ia l ly  reduce the l ik e l ih o od  o f  death o r  In ju ry  t o  motor 
veh ic le  occupants Invo lved In crashes;

3) E f f o r t s  to  educate the pub lic  about the b en e f i t s  o f s e a tb e l t s  have 
f a i l e d  to  convince the m a jo r i t y  o f  v eh ic le  occupants vo use them.

Background
Motor veh ic le  crashes are the leading cause o f  death f o r  persons between 1 
and 35 years o f  age. For teenagers , car crash f a t a l i t i e s  outnumber the nex t  
f i v e  causes o f  death comb Ined .
N a t io n a l ly ,  over the past decade more than 450 ,000  persons have died on 
America’ s highways. Every yec.f over 40 ,000  persons a re  k i l l e d  In automobile 
accidents In the United S ta te s ,  and more than 300 ,000  peop le s u f f e r  moderate 
to  severe and c r i t i c a l  I n j u r i e s .  Many o f  the In ju red  a re  young people who 
w i l l  never work again f o r  the r e s t  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s .
In A laska, from 1980 through 1984, un in ten tiona l In ju r i e s  (acc iden ts ) have 
been the leading cause o f  death . Motor veh ic le  crashes and drowning have 
been the ch ie f causes o f  these deaths. In 1985 th e re  were 127 deaths and 
more than 6 ,0 0 0  Alaskans were In ju red as a r e s u l t  o f  motor v eh ic le  crashes 
In th Is  s t a t e .
According the D iv is io n  o f  Insurance, b od i ly  In ju ry  c la im s payments f o r  
p r iv a te  passenger n o n - f le e t  automobile l i a b i l i t y  In Alaska t o ta le d  over s ix  
m i l l i o n  d o l la r s  In 1983 and was over e igh t mil l io n  In 1984. These amounts 
do not Include paid lo sses from other t h i r d  party  payers , such as Medicare, 
Medicaid, General R e l i e f  Medica l, Indian Health Serv ice o r  Workers ’ Compen­
s a t io n .  C le a r ly ,  In add it ion  to  the unacceptable lo sses from premature 
death and d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  motor veh ic le  crashes c rea te  a s ig n i f i c a n t  f in an c ia l



f f . ' c v 1'

X
OJ-

v « M I

J-
0)

C/D

Is
“S
o

C/D
c a

JS-M
13
CD

X

burden which Is shared by a l l  c i t i z e n s .
Worldwide, about 30 coun tr ie s  have mandated sea t b e l t  use. In Great B r i t a in  
sea t b e l t  use rose from about 40? to  90 -95? with the passage o f  a mandatory 
use law. At the same t im e , the number o f  Ind iv id ua ls  t rea ted  In emergency 
rooms as the r e s u l t  o f  motor v eh ic le  crashes has dropped 15?. There were 
a ls o  15 to  20? fewer f a t a l i t i e s  In the years s ince the passage o f  the law.
In Canada, fou r p rovinces have enacted mandatory sea t  b e l t  use laws. The 
e f fe c t iv en e s s  o f  these laws In Increasing b e l t  use has been shown to  be 
dependent on the degree to  which they a re  en fo rced . In provinces where 
s t r i c t  enforcement has been p racticed  b e l t  use has been as high as 80? . 
Deaths due to  motor v eh ic le  crashes have declined 11? and In ju r ie s  6? In 
provinces with mandatory use laws.
I n t h i s  country , tw en ty - f iv e  s ta te s  arid the D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia now have 
mandatory b e l t  use laws. New York was The f i r s t  s ta te  to  pass such a law. 
S ea tb e lt  use the re  has ranged from 39? t o  76? . These use ra te s  have re su lted  
In about a 9? drop In motor v eh ic le  crash f a t a l i t i e s .
I t  Is c le a r  th a t  the use o f  sea t b e lt s  can reduce the number o f  deaths and 
d i s a b i l i t i e s  due to  motor v eh ic le  c rashes . A mandatory sea t b e l t  use law 
would go f a r  to  achieve th i s  goal and complement e x is t ing  t r a f f i c  s a fe ty  
le g i s la t io n  regarding d r iv ing  while In to x ic a ted , maximum speed l im i t s ,  and 
I IcensIng requIrements .
P o s I t Io n
The Department o f  Health and Socia l Serv ices s t ro n g ly  supports th is  b i l l  
because I t  can r e s u l t  In decreases In the number o f  deaths, d i s a b i l i t i e s  
and In ju r ie s  caused by motor v eh ic le  c rashes .

Recommended by:

D iv is io n  o f  Pub lic  Health

Date:

Approved by:
Myra ^  Munson, CommissionsMyrc
Department o f  Health 
Soc ia l Services
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A L A S K A  S A F E T Y  B E L T  U S E  COALITION
319 SEWARD ST. #8 
JCNEAU. ALASKA 99801 
907-586-1400

3/10/87
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R- RESOLUTION 

L - L E T T E R

A L A S K A  N U R S E S  A S S O C IA T IO N - R
A M E R IC A N  SO C IE T Y  OF S A F E T Y  E N G IN E E R S /A K . C H A P T E R -R
m n r T  tr m c F -sF  t w  -  o

M O TH ERS A G A IN S T  D RU N K  D R IV IN G / JU N E A U  C H A P T E R -R
A L A S K A  TREA TM EN T  C E N T E R -R
A L A S K A  R E V IE W  BO A R D  ON A LC O H O L ISM -R
A L A S K A  A D V IS O R Y  BO A RD  ON D RU G  A B U S E -R
H U M A N A  H O S P IT A L /E X E C U T IV E  CO M M ITTEE-L
NORTH  S T A R  C O U N C IL ON A G IN G - R
A L A S K A  D EN T A L  S O C IE T Y -R
A L A S K A  C O U N C IL ON PR EV EN T IO N  OF ALCOHOL A N D  D RU G  -  
A B U S E -R
A L A S K A  ST A T E  M ED IC A L  A S S O C IA T IO N -L  
A L A S K A  LU N G  A S S O C IA T IO N -R  
B L U E  C R O SS  OF W A SH IN G TO N  AN D  A L A S K A -L  
A RC O  A L A S K A - L
JU N E A U  R ET IR ED  T EA C H ER S  A S S O C IA T IO N -R  
A L A S K A  H EA LT H  ED U CAT IO N  C O N SO RT IU M -R  
H IG H W A Y  U S E R S  FED ERA T IO N  OF A L A S K A -R  
A L A S K A  ST A T E  M ED IC A L  A S SO C IA T IO N  A U X IL IA R Y -R  
ST A T E  A D V IS O R Y  C O U N C IL ON EM ERG ENCY M ED IC A L  -  
5 E R V IC E S -R
D IR EC T O R S : F E D E R A L  S A F E T Y  & H EALTH  -  sEATBElt LAWs

C O U N C IL /SO U T H C EN T R A L  A L A S X A -R  -----------------
H EA LT H  A S SO C IA T IO N  OF A L A S X A -R  
SO URDO UGH  A D V E N T U R E S -R  
M O R R ISO N  -  XN U D SEN  C O .-R  
A L A S K A  A C A D E M Y  OF P H Y S IC IA N  A S S IS T A N T S -R



A L A S K A  S A F E T Y  B E L T  U S E  COALI T I O N
SEATBELT LAWS

319 SEWARD ST. #8 
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99801 
907-586-1400

3/6/67 - TH E  A L A S K A  SAFETY BELT USE COALITION ENDORSES HB 

167, REQUIRING SAFETY BELT USE IN P A S S E N G E R  VEHICLES. H B  
167 W A S  INTRODUCED BY R E P R E SENTATIVE S A M  COTTEN A N D  H A S  
11 CO-SPONSORS REPRESENTING D E M O C R A T  A N D  R E P U B L I C A N  

LEGISLATORS.

3/10/57 - IN TH E  P A S T  THREE W E E K S  T H E  COALITION H A S  

COLLECTED O V E R  2,500 SIGNATURES IN S U P PORT OF A  
M A N D A T O R Y  SEAT BELT L A W  IN A L A S K A .  T H E  SIGNATURES W E R E  
G A T H E R E D  A T  T H E  FUR R E N D E Z V O U S  B O O T H  EXHIBIT 
FAIR/ANCHORAGE, THE S O L D O T N A / P E N I N S U L A  CENTER M A L L  
FAIR, T H E  W O R L D  OF W H E E L S  C A R  S H O W / A N C H O R A G E ,  A N D  THE 

IDITAROD D A Y S  F A I R / W A S I L L A .

3/67 - M I C H I G A N  TRAFFIC F A T A L I T Y  R A T E  D R O PPED DURING 
1966. M I C H I G A N’S TRAFFIC F A T A L I T Y  R A T E  R E L A T I V E  TO THE 
N U M B E R S  OF M I L E A G E  D R I V E N  W A S  T H E  L O W E S T  IN HISTORY 
D U R I N G  1966, ACCORDING TO THE M I C H I G A N  S T ATE POLICE W H O  

CREDITED T H E  STATE'S SAFETY BELT USE L A W .

SAFETY BELT USE L A W  NOTES -

* BELT USE L A W S  M O T I V A T E  PEOPLE TO BUCKLE U P  W H O  

O T H E R W I S E  W O U L D ’NT. BELT USE L A W S  C A U S E  F E W E R  M O T O R I S T S  

TO KILL OR INJURE OTHERS. BELT USE L A W S  RESULT IN BELT USE 
H A B I T S  T H A T  C A N  P R E V E N T  DRIVER LOSS OF C O N T R O L  BY H O L D I N G

. TH E  DRIVER IN PLACE BEHIND THE WHEEL.

* O T H E R  S I M I L A R  TRAFFIC SAFETY L A W S  PROTECT M O T O R I S T S  
A N D  OTHERS, SUCH A S  SPEED LIMITS, DRINKING A N D  DRIVING A N D  
DRIVER LICENSING. SAFETY BELT USE L A W S  A R E  CONSISTENT 
W I T H  THESE A N D  O T H E R  L A WS.



GOOD NEVS FROM BEV  YORK. DURING 1985 . THE F IRST FULL YEAR ITS 
SAFETY BELT LA V  VAS  IN EFFECT. FATALITIES DROPPED TO THE LOVEST 
LEVEL SIHCE 1949 . . .  SERIOUS INJUR IES VERE REDUCED BY 19 PERCEHT AMD 
MODERATE IN JUR IES  VERE DOVH 20 PERCEHT. THE NATION'S CAPITAL ALSO 
HAS A BELT LA V  THAT HAS PROVEH IT'S VORTH... TRAFFIC FATALITIES 
THROUGH HOVEMBER LAST YEAR VERE DOVH 29 PERCEHT COMPARED TO THE 
SAME PERIOD THF YEAR BEFORE.

-  STATE SEHATE SEHT HOUSE
HAHDATORY SEAT BELT B IL L .  SEHATOR ROD HOHROE: IT COULD SAVE 160 
L IVES , $80  H IL L IO H  IN  MEDICAL. IHSURAHCE. LOST YO RE  COSTS YEARLY .

j D j g .  -  THE U S .  SUPREME COURT
DISMISSED AH APPEAL OH ILL IHO IS  V . KOHRIG STATIHG THERE VAS  HO 
FEDERAL QUESTION INVOLVED. THE APPEAL STEMMED FROM THE ILL IHO IS  
SUPREME COURT DECISION YH ICH  UPHELD THE CONSTITUTIONALITY OF THAT 
STATE'S SEAT BELT L A V . U S .  SUPREME COURT AFFIRMED THIS DECISION 
SETTING A PRECEDENT THAT UPHOLDS SEAT BELT LAVS IN  OTHER STATES.

ipecski a s g S E f i ?  s ^ i n n & i  m  ‘i r s s  -

ANCHORAGE TIMES ( 2 / 2 3 / 8 7 )  I  HAVE BEEN AMAZED AT THE FA ILURE OF 
THE OPPONENTS OF A SEAT BELT B IL L  TO REALIZE THAT ONE OF THE VAYS  THE 
STATE OF ALASKA CAN SAVE MONEY AND L IVES  IS  THROUGH PASSAGE OF 
MANDATORY SEAT BELT LEGISLATION. PEOPLE VHP OPPOSE THE MANDATORY 
SEAT BELT L A V  PONY EXPECT TO BE LEFT BLEEDING AND BROKEN AT THE 
SCENE IF THEIR  FOLLY LEAPS TO DISASTER
THEY EXPECT TO BE ATTENDED BY EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNOLOGIST. 
TRANSPORTED TO MODERN HOSPITALS AND TREATED IN EMERGENCY ROOMS. 
THEY ETPECT PHYSIC IANS AND OTHER MEDICAL PROFESSIONALS TO 
COMPLETELY CURE THEM AT NO COSTS SO THEY CAN GET BACK IN  THEIR CARS 
AND SPEED AVAY UNECUMBERED UNRESTRAINED.

(MMLHASJsa a a ®  m /m a m  gaaeaag sej
-  THREE STATES V ITH  SAFETY BELT LAVS  REPORT THAT NEARLY 

70  PERCENT OF THEIR DR IVERS AND FRONT SEAT PASSENGERS BUCKLE OP. IN  
tH @ g fg .  BELT USE HAS AVERAGED 66  PERCENT. IN  ‘5 E 2 & S ,  186 

FEVER PEOPLE DIED IN  TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS DURING THE FIRST 12 MONTHS OF 
THE LA V  THAN THE YEAR BEFORE. BELT USE INCREASED IN  TEZAS FROM 15 
PERCEHT BEFORE THE L A V  TO 66 PERCENT SINCE THE LA V  TOOK EFFECT IN
SEPTEMBER. 1905- 2 2 A £ 7 A 2 2  HAS SEEN COMPLIANCE AVERAGE 66  PERCENT, 
UP FROM 34  PERCENT BEFOR THE LA V  TOOK EFFECT IN  DECEMBER, 1986 . 
DURING THE F IRST  NINE MONTHS OF THE SAFETY BELT LA V , TRAFFIC 
FATALITIES DROPPED BY  11 .6  PERCENT.

A L A S K A  S A F E T Y  B E L T  U S E  C O A L I T I O N
319 SEWARD ST. #8 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801
907-586-1400 SEATBELT LAWS
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ALASKA PUBLIC OPINION RESEARCH SURVEY 

Prepared For 

ALASKA SAFETY BELT USE COALITION

January, 1987

By HeUenthal and Associates, Inc,



L A W  REQUIRING SAFETY BELTS FOR ALL VEHICLE OCCUPANTS
BY

POLITICAL AND GENERAL DEMOGRAPHICS

 Frequency.
STATE HOUSE DISTRICTS:

1 19
2 12

0 102

4 28

5 19

6 6
7 42

8 109

9 91

10 126

11 88

12 85

13 86

14 96

15 98

16 106
17 19

18 41

19 19

20 69

21 51
22 9

23 8

24 9

25 9

26 10
27 116

Are you for or against a 
safety belt law?
For Against

83.2% 16.8%
72.4% 27.6%

65.7% 34.3%
68.7% 31.3%
49.8% 50.2%

35.7% 64.3%
52.6% 47.4%

60.5% 39.5%

67.3% 32.7%

70.2% 29.8%

58.9% 41.1%

68.6% 31.4%

59.1% 40.9%

68.9% 31.1%

65.1% 34.9%

69.4% 30.6%

74.3% 25.7%

53.0% 47.0%

73.3% 26.7%

46.1% 53.9%

61.8% 38.2%

65.3% 34.7%

77.5% 22.5%
76.9% 23.1%
100.0%
68.2% 31.8%

65.7% 34.3%



PAGE 2

Are you for or against a 
safety belt law? 

Frequency____________________________ Eqc_______ Agginsl...

AREAS OF ALASKA:
Southeast 74.0% 26.0

Sitka 65.7% 34.3

Cordova-Kenai-S. Anc. 48.3% 51.7

Anchorage 65.0% 35.0

MatSu 69.4% 30.6

Greater Fairbanks 56.8% 43.2

Rural Alaska 77.7% 22.3

Kodiak 65.7% 34.3

TOTAL R O W  PERCEiNT 65.1% 34.9

S T A T E  V I D E  RESULTS
In total, 1473 Alaskan adults were interviewed between January 8th and 

17th, 1987.
Question - Are you for or against a safety belt law?

Response - For: 65.1 %, Against: 34.9%
Question - If Alaska passed a safety belt use law would you say that you 
would always wear a safety belt, would wear one most of th. time, would 
sometimes wear one, would hardly eve. wear one, or would never wear one? 
Response - Always wear a safety belt: 62.1 % , Wear safety belt most of the 
time : 22.6%, Sometimes wear a safety belt: 8.0%, Hardly ever wear a safety 

belt: 3.8%, Never wear a safety belt 3.5%.
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M a r c h  9, 1987

SUBJECT : S a f e t y  B e l t  U se  L a v  E f f e c t  Facrt S h e e t  a s  R e p o r t e d
b v  N a t i o n a l  H ighway T r a f f i c  S a f e t y  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n

B r i e f l y ,  t h e  NHTSA r e p o r t  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :
•  S i n c e  D ecem ber 1 9 8 4  t o  S e p tem b e r  1 9 8 6 ,  1 0 5 8  l i v e s  h a v e  

b e e n  s a v e d  due t o  SBULs
•  F o r  t h e  f i r s t  s i x  m on ths  o f  1 9 8 6  i f  t h e  f a t a l i t y  

c h an g e s  i n  s t a t e s  w i t h o u t  SBULs a r e  u s e d  t o  e s t im a t e  
w h a t  w o u ld  h a v e  h appened  i n  t h e  u s e  la w  s t a t e s  i f  t h e y  
h ad  n o t  h ad  u s e  la w s ,  t h e n  t h e s e  d a t a  p r o d u c e  an  
e s t im a t e  t h a t  SBULs w e re  1 1 . 5  p e r c e n t  e f f e c t i v e  i n  
p r e v e n t i n g  f a t a l i t i e s .

•  S a f e t y  b e l t  u s e  c an  r e d u c e  r i s k  o f  s e r i o u s  o r  f a t a l
i n j u r i e s  b y  40  t o  50  p e r c e n t .

•  B e l t  u s e  i n  p o s t  la w  s t a t e s  a v e rag e^ , a b o u t  45  p e r c e n t .

f



SAFETY BELT USE LAWS FACT SHEET
January 1987

In  Ju ly  1984, Nev York S ta te  enacted the f i r s t  sa fe ty  be lt  use law in the 
U.S . Combined with Sec re ta ry  D o le 's  i n i t i a t i v e  on automatic occupant 
p ro te c t io n , th is  began a wave o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  ac t ion  that resu lted  in the 
enactment o f  b e lt  use laws i . ; 26 S ta te s  and the D i s t r i c t  o f Columbia.
Each o f  these laws has'" as i t s  goa l the reduction in deaths and in ju r i e s  in 
motor veh ic le  crashes . This f a c t  sheet presents information on how e f fe c t i v e  
these laws have been in achieving that goa l.
The t o t a l  l i f e  savings a t t r ib u t a b le  to  a sa fe ty  b e lt  use law are a function  o f  
both the e f fe c t iv e n e s s  o f  s a fe ty  b e l t s  in  reducing f a t a l i t i e s  and in ju r i e s  and 
the degree to  which motor v eh ic le  occupants a c tu a l ly  use th e i r  sa fe ty  b e lt s .
F ie ld  s tud ies  o f a wide v a r ie ty  o f  motor v eh ic le  crashes, both here and 
overseas, c o n s is te n t ly  ind ica te  thac, when used, sa fe ty  b e lts  can reduce the 
r i s k  o f  f a t a l  o r  se rious  i n ju r i e s  by between 10 and 50%. The degree o f  use 
va r ie s  in  response to passage o f  a use law. While cases e x is t  abroad where 
sa fe ty  b e l t  use le v e ls  in  excess o f  90% have been sustained, there are a ls o  
instances where enactment o f  use laws has not been follcx-ed by any sub s tan t ia l 
increase in b e lt  use. C u rren t ly ,  sa fe ty  be lt .u sage i n s t a t e s  that have passed 
use laws averages about 45%. Usage v a r ie s  w ide ly , however. S ta tes  with usage 
in excess o f  70% are ad jacent to  S ta tes  where usage does not exceed 40%.
This f a c t  sheet presents an estimate o f  the number o f l iv e s  that have been 
saved as a r e s u l t  o f  compliance with sa fe ty  b e l t  use laws. These estimates 
are obtained through the use o f  time se r ie s  analyses as we ll as comparisons o f  
motor v eh ic le  f r o n t  seat occupant f a t a l i t i e s  occurring a f t e r  the enactment o f 
a law with those le v e ls  during s im i la r  periods p r i o r  to the law’ s enactment. 
The f a c t  sheet a ls o  presents in fo rm ation  on sa fe ty  be lt  use law performance 
f o r  1985 and f o r  the f i r s t  s ix  months o f  1986.
ESTIMATES OF SAFETY BELT USE IAW PERFORMANCE
The Nationa l Highway T r a f f i c  S a fe ty  Adm in is tra t ion 's  hfational Center f o r  
S t a t i s t i c s  and Ana lys is  has made estimates o f  the f a t a l i t y  reductions due to  
s a fe ty  b e lt  use laws. These estimates are based on information from the F a ta l 
Accident Reporting System (FARS).
o FARS conta ins in fo rm ation  on the number o f  f ro n t  seat passenger veh ic le  

occupant f a t a l i t i e s .

SAFETY BELT USE LAWS



These f a t a l  i d e s  in S ta tes  during the months in which the sa fe ty  b e lt  use 
la v  was in e f f e c t  have been compared to f a t a l i t i e s  during the same months 
in p rev ious years when the law was not in e f f e c t .  A dd it ion a l ly ,  f r o n t  
seat passenger veh ic le  occupant f a t a l i t i e s  in S ta tes  that did not have a 
sa fe ty  b e l t  use law in e f fe c t  during any year have been compared so that 
a f a t a l i t y  trend can be es tab lished .

o A percentage reduction  in f r o n t  seat passenger veh ic le  occupant
f a t a l i t i e s  can be ca lcu la ted  lising th is  data.

LIVES SAVED DUE TO SAFETY BELT USE LAWS
By aggregating a l l  the f rom  seat passenger veh ic le  occupant f a t a l i t i e s  that
have occurred in  S ta te s  s ince th e i r  b e lt  use laws became e f fe c t iv e ,  i t  is
p o ss ib le  to  estimate the l i v e s  saved due to  these laws.
o Based on the data a v a i la b le ,  sa fe ty  b e lt  use law performance i s  estimated

at That i s ,  occupant f a t a l i t i e s  in passenger veh ic les have been 
reduced by 1% in  S ta te s  tha t passed use laws.

o Passage o f  s a fe ty  b e l t  use laws w i i l  save l i v e s .  More importantly once
a l - ’w i s  passed, i t  w i l l  continue to  save l i v e s .

o Ar. estim ate  o f  the l i v e s  saved across the nation  due to the passage o f
s a f e r '  b e l t  use laws since the f i r s t  sa fe ty  b e l t  law became e f fe c t iv e  in 
New York in  December o f  1.984 i s  presented below:

7 7
49 56

223 279
’ 86 779 1058

L ives Saved Due to 
Safety B e lt  Use Laws Tota l L ives Saved

Tire- Period During th is  Period Due to  Sa fe ty B e lt  Use Laws
December 1984 
January ’ 85 -  June 185 
Ju ly  1 S3 -  December '85 
January '86 -  September
SAFETY r-ELT USE LAW PERFORMANCE IN 1985
In 1985, e igh t S ta te s  had sa fe ty  b e lt  use lawb in e f f e c t  f o r  at le a s t  3 
months. A minimum o f 3 months i s  necessary to  ensure that the e f fe c t s  o f  use 
lews car. be assessed.
o FAF5 data from these S ta tes  were used to estimate the e f fe c t s  o f  sa fe ty  

b e lt  use laws on f r o n t  seat passenger veh ic le  occupant f a t a l i t i e s .  
NHTSA's estimate i s  that sa fe ty  b e lt  use laws resu lted  in a 7% reduction 
o f  these f a t a l i t i e s  in  1985.



MANDATORY USE LAW PERFORMANCE IN 1986
As o f  December 1986, FARS has s u f f ic ie n t  fa ta . ' i t y  counts f o r  the f i r s t  6
months o f  1986 to  make estimates of sa fe ty b e lt  use law e f fe c ts  on f r o n t  seat
passenger v eh ic le  occupant f a t a l i t i e s .
o F ront seat passenger veh ic le  occupant f a t a l ' . t i e s  decreased by an

estimated 3% in  S ta te s  which did not have a sa fe ty  b e lt  use law in e f f e c t  
the f i r s t  h a l f  o f  1985 but had a law in e f f e c t  f o r  a l l  the f i r s t  h a l f  o f 
1986. /

o In  c o n t ra s t ,  f a t a l i t i e s  in  the f ro n t  seats o f  passenger veh ic les
increased by an estimated 8% among S ta te s  which had not implemented a
sa fe ty  b e lt  use law by the end o f the f i r s t  h a l f  o f 1986.

o I f  the f a t a l i t y  changes in S ta tes without s a fe ty  b e lt  use laws are used
to estimate what would have happened in the use law S ta tes  i f  they had 
not had use laws, then these data produce an estimate that sa fe ty  b e l t  
use laws were 11% e f fe c t i v e  in  preventing f a t a l i t i e s .

o Using time s e r ie s  an a ly s is  covering the cumulative time period from
January ’ 35 through September ’ 86, sa fe ty  b e lt  use laws are estimated to  
have re su l te d  in a 7% reduction in f a t a l i t i e s .

o Based on a l l  a v a i la b le  data and ana lyses , mandatory use law performance
is  estimated a t 7%.

MANDATORY USE LAW LEGISLATION
Beginning w ith  New York in December 198^, 
Columbia have passed mandatory b e lt  use la  
dates are presented below:

S ta te  E f fe c t i v e  Date S
New York 
New Jersey 
I l l i n o i s  
Michigan 
Texas 
NebrasV * 
Missou'i 
North Ca ro lina  
D i s t r i c t  o f

12/01/84
3/01/85
7/01/85
7/01/85
9/01/85
9/06/85
9/28/35

11/01/85

Ohir
Wash
F lo r
Iowa
Kans
Loui
IdahColumbia 

Hawai i 
C a l i f o rn ia  
Connecticut 
Massachusetts*

12/12/85
12/16/851 /0 1 / 8 61 /0 1 / 8 6

1 /0 1 / 8 6

Maryland
Minnesota
Oklahoma
Indiana

7/01/86
8/0 1/86
2/01/87
7/01/87

//UI/80

* SAFETY BELT LAW WAS RESCINDED BY A 11/4/86 REFERENDUM VOTE



SUBJECT : A n a l y s i s  o f  NT SB S tu d y

Should Rear Seat Occupants Wear Lap Belts? - An Analysis of the NTSB study

On August 11 the National Transportation Safety 3oard (NTS3) held a press conrerence 
♦

to report on a'new study*w:Lth startling and disquieting news: that rear seat

occupants of automobiles may have more serious injuries in crashes if they wear

lap type seat belts than if they remain totally unrestrained. NTSB staff were

quick to point out that their study was based on a very small sample - only 26

frontal crashes — and that their comments were meant to.apply to persons wearing

lap belts and not to those wearing lap belt - shoulder harness conbinattions which,

they noted, are considerably more effective than are lap belts alone.

Nonetheless the cautions urged by NTSB have been overlooked and some people

have questioned the value of all seat belts, although NTSB had in fact pointed out

that even their conclusions about lap belts alone may be premature,. given the minute

site of their sample. With this in mind I have read through the entire NTSB report,

including information about each of the 26 crashes studied, to try to determine

to what extent this study meets scientific standards for research.

I. must conclude that this is one of the least aaaquate studies I have ever

reviewed as an epidemiologist. Were it submitted to any of the major refereed

scientific journals in this -field I strongly suspect it would be rejected because

'of th^extremely poor research design. These design issues are the followingi 
*

1. There were important biases in the selection process. In 1984 there were 

330,000 head on crashes alone reported in the U.S. plus many more than these that 

were ’front end crashes at an angle. Out of these several hundred thousand crashes

NTSB; chose 26 to study. These were not chosen at random. Rather, all had to *oe
*

a) tow away crashes, b) not inherently nonsurvivable, c) front end collisions, d) 

involving at least one occupant who was wearing a lap belt, and e) brought to the 

attention of NTSB field staff. Regarding the last of these criteria che‘report 

not” thaE "“£teI sev" al ”ore up involving rear seat lap bales, it

Ts-l6/o!fetJ , I ^ dg;o.P?sflt”“Ce °£ U P  3el“ 10 26 ?c°°“2 Crashes.'Rsport } M S B /

September 24, 1986i.
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was decided to alert the field investigators to look especially carefully at- 

potential cases involving occupants restrained in the rear seat (as distinct troa 

the earlier, acre general criterion of ’at least one occupant in the vehicle using 

a seat belt')." It is not clear from this statement - and probably unknown to the 

researchers — to what extent this selection policy resulted' in substantial biases 

toward more severe- cases of injury in persons wearing lap belts.

2 . The crashes in this study not only weren't typical; they were even more

severe than fatal Vermont crashes. A total of 139 persons were in the 26 vehicles 

in this study. Only 7 of them were uninjured, representing far more serious 

crashes than one sees typically. In fact, for comparison I reviewed 26 consecutive 

fatal crashes in Vermont. In those crashes there were only 63 occupants, 15 of 

whom had no injuries at all, despite the fact that some of the Vermont .fatals had 

so much vehicle destruction that they were nonsurvivable for those who died. Thus, 

NTSB crashes that supposedly were survivable turned out to be more severe on

.average than even the most severe crashes ir Vermont.

3. Almost half the data for this study came from.only 8 crashes. Forty five

percent of the 139 occupants were in only 8 vehicles further compromising an al-

ready grossly inadequate study size and design.

! j  One vehicle had 14- occupants •.
I  w<*

r ,  .

One vehicle had 13'-occupants - one adult and 12 children ages 2 to 7

One vehicle had 7 occupants

Three vehicles had 6 occupants each

Two vehicles had 5 occupants each

If NTSB was urging caution because they had studied only 26 crashes, how much mbre

caution should they have urged since almost half their cases came from only 8 

crashes? «.

4 '  ~  * stuli7 that U n  -  h a r n e „  , „ „ h l n a t l o m a r .

—  °°°r overwhelming ^ o r i t y  of che M .y seer belt

studies Since the eerly 1950s hsve shown thee U p  belts ssve lives by preventing
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occupant ejection, but that they do not reduce the severity of those injuries that 

do occur. In contrast lap-shoulder harness combinations reduce not only the fre- 

/ quency of death but markedly reduce the severity of injury as well. Overall one 

can expect a 252 reduction of all injuries, a 40-50% reduction of severe injuries 

and a 60-75% reduction of fatal injuries. As seen in the accompanying chart by 

Campbell and Reinfart, in only three studies (all with small samples) out of the 

42 they examined were seatbelts found not to be of benefit, and the larger studies

all, showed substantial benefit.

Despite the hundreds of well designed studies that document the benefits of 

seatbelts in saving lives, and of lap-harness combinations in saving lives and 

reducing injury severity, the NTSB study not only suggested that lap belts were less 

protective than being totally unrestrained; it also' suggested - despite the comments 

by NTSB to the contrary - that one was no better off with a. lap-harness combination 

than with no restraint at all (Table 1). For all of the reasons noted above, I 

strongly believe that this strange conclusion was a-, reflection of the peculiar 

way the sample was chosen rather than a true finding that lap-harness combinations 

are not useful. They are extremely useful when compared to being unrestrained.

. What Can One Conclude?

1, For the reasons noted above, no conclusions of ariy'sort can be reached
»   • ;  - ...............................................................................................................................

from thg NTSB study because-Che study design and the sample size do not meet'scien-

tific criteria for valid research'. One does not set public policy based on 26

crashes, much less 8 crashes, all of which were'carefully chosen so that they

•would-be severe.

2. Based on many other studies, it does seem appropriate to conclude that.:
«*

a) lap-shoulder -combinations are useful both in reducing frequency and

severity of injury while lap belts alone reduce frequency of fatality 

but not of injury,

V



b) in a minority of cases lap belts do cause injuries, but their 

benefits still substantially outweigh their drawbacks

c) Whenever possible installation and use of lap-shoulder combinations

is,preferable to lap belts alone, including in the rear seat.
« •

d) Use of either lap-shoulder combinations or lap belt alone is pre- _ 

ferable to* being unrestrained.

Ju l ia n  A. W a l le r ,  M .D ., M.P.H. 
P ro fe s so r  o f  Medicine 
The U n iv e rs i ty  o f  Vermont



Injury Reduction (%) .
Belt Effect • ' _ .

Source: Adapted from B.J. Campbell and D.W. Reinfun, "T he Decree of Benefit of 
Belts in Reducing Injury: An Attempt to Explain Study Discrepancies,”  (W irrendale, 
Pa.: Society of Automotive Engineers, SAE Technical Paper Series  ̂790684, 1979). 
Reprinted with permission, copyright O 1979 Society of Automotive Engineers, Inc.

F igu re  7 - 1 ;  Conclusions and Margins o f  E r ro r  in  Studies o f  E ffective- 
ness o f  Passenger Restraints in Reducing In ju r ie s  and  Fa-

; .  taliries. :
• •  «■ ,

;  •  •

Figure 7 - 1  shows how  the size o f  samples 
affects the  conclusion reached in studies o f  the effectiveness o f  occupant 
restraints in  reducing in ju ry and death.* T h e  high peaks represent highly 
believab le results involving large samples that have a v e ry  na rrow  margin 
o f  e r ro r .  T h e  low  flat peaks involve small samples, and consequently have 
a m uch  greater margin o f  error. Th is difference in sample size is one 
reason why studies have described seatbelts as anywhere f r om  totally 
ineffective to over 75 percent effective in reducing in ju ry . Another 
reason , apparent f rom  this figure, is that 'seatbelts are m o re  effecdve in 
reducing serious and fatal injuries than in reducing m in o r  ones. Thus , 
the conclusion o f  “ success" o r  “ fa i lu re " depends on the care taken in 
in it ia l ly def in ing the program goals and objectives. I f  the sought-after 
end po in t  is to reduce all injuries, the effectiveness o f  seatbelts will be 
less (2 5  percent) than i f  the goal is defined as reducing serious and fatal 
i n ju ry  (5 0  percent reduction) o r fatal injury only (6 5  percent decrease).

100 ■ 75 50 .. 25 .. 0 Injury Increase



ABBREVIATED INJURY SCALE

",.......................  0.....i "v "?... "5 4+ TOTAL
Un r e s t r a i n e d  7% 35 30 19 9 1C0%

(H=57)
Lap /S hou lder 6% 38 31 9 16 100%

(N=32)

X2 =  2.204 d f  =  4 p =  .698

Th i s  c o n c l u s i o n  is c o n t r a r y t o  a l m o s t  alii p r i o r  s t u d i e s  o f  l a p /s h o u l d e r  b e l t  

EFFECTIVENESS.

NISB/SS-30/G3

>

TABLE 1



Summary of Analysis of NTS3's "Safety Study. Performance of Lap Belts in 26 

Fatal Crashes." (NTSB/SS-36/03, 1986)

trrSB's recent report on lap belt performance alleges that in frontal crashes persons 

wearing lap belts alone may have more severe injuries than do totally unrestrained 

persons. Analysis of this report reveals the following:

X. Xt was based on only 26 frontal crashes, all towavay.and involving at 

least one lap seatbelt wearer with emphasis on rear seatbelts, and all brought to 

th attention of NTSB regional staff,.through a process that may have- had selection 

biases.

2. Only 7 of the 139 vehicle occupants were uninjured, representing far more 

persons per crash and far higher percentage of injured persons per crash than

are typically found. In fact by comparison in 26 consecutive fatal Vermont crashes 

there were only 6J occupants, ’IS of whom were uninjured. ■ •

3. While the report is based on 26 crashes, 45% of the 139 occupants were in 

fact in only 8 of these crashes. One vehicle had 14 occupants, another 13 (12

of whom were under age 8), another 7 occupants, while 3 had 6 persons each and 2 

had 5 persons each. If it is unwise to base public policy on only 26 crashes, .how 

much more unwise is it to do so basgd largeJy'on 8 crashes?

4. Although NTSB staff argued that lap-shoulder harness combinations are better 

than being unrestrained the actual data in this poorly designed study do not support

t t ' )*** , .
'< their -statements. The distributions of injury severity (AIS) for the ‘57 unrestrainee 

occupants and the 32 occupants with lap-shoulder belts were not significantly 

different (p*».7). This again is thought to be. a reflection of the flawed study

design rather than of a true lack of difference between belted and unbelted persons.

5. In conclusion the defects in study design are such as to warrant that no

conclusions at all be drawn from this study either -for frontal crashes or for *any 

other types of crashes.
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M r. Jam es  E . B u r n e t t ,  J r .
C h a i rm an
N a t i o n a l  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  S a f e t y  B o a rd  
8 00  In d e p e n d e n c e  A v e . ,  S .W .
W a s h in g t o n ,  D .C .  2 0 5 9 4
D e a r  J im :

The H ighway U s e r s  F e d e r a t i o n  w is h e s  t o  comment o n  y o u r  
r e c e n t  s t u d y  r e p o r t :  " P e r f o rm a n c e  o f  L ao  B e l t s  i n  26  F r o n t a l  
C r a s h e s " (N T S B / S S - 8 6 / 0 3 ) .

F i r s t ,  l e t  me s a y  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  i t s e l f  r e p r e s e n t s  
a  s t r o n g  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  B o a r d ' s  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  h e l p  
im p r o v e  s a f e t y  on  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  h ig h w a y s .  The F e d e r a t i o n  
a p p r e c i a t e s  t h e  B o a r d ' s  c o n t i n u i n g  e f f o r t s  t o  h e l p  c u t  t h e  
human and  e c on om ic  c o s t s  o f  t r a f f i c  c r a s h e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y  
t h r o u g h  y o u r  t im e l y  s t u d i e s .

H ow eve r ,  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  N T S B /S S - 8 6 / 0 3 ,  we a r e  s e r i o u s l y  
c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  B o a r d ' s  r e l e a s e  o f  s t a t i s t i c s  w h ic h  
o t h e r s  h a v e  m i s i n t e r p r e t e d  o r  m is u s e d .  We s p e a k  s p e c i f i c a l ­
l y  a b o u t  d a t a  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  r o l e  o f  l a p  b e l t s  i n  r e d u c i n g  
t r a f f i c  f a t a l i t i e s  and i n j u r i e s .

F o r  e x a m p le ,  c e r t a i n  s egm en ts  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  a r e  
o v e r - r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  r e p o r t .  About h a l f  o f  t h e  a c c i d e n t  
v i c t im s  (4 1% ) s t u d i e d  w e re  u n d e r  16 y e a r s  o f  a g e .  T w e n ty -  
f o u r  p e r c e n t  (2 4% ) w e re  s i x  y e a r s  o f  age  o r  y o u n g e r .  T w en ty  
p e r c e n t  (2 0% ) o f  t h e  v i c t im s  w e re  i n  two l a r g e  v a n s ,  n o t  
p a s s e n g e r  c a r s .  G e n e r a l i z i n g  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e s e  s a m p le s  
t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  a s  a w h o le  o r  t h e  k i n d s  o f  
v e h i c l e s  m o s t  i n v o l v e d  i n  c r a s h e s  h a s  l e d  t o  e r r o n e o u s  
c o n c l u s i o n s .

Many o f  t h e  news s t o r i e s  a b o u t  t h e  r e p o r t  r e a c h i n g  u s  
h a v e  im p l i e d  t h a t  l a p  b e l t s  a r e  i n  t h e m s e lv e s  h a z a r d o u s  and  
s h o u ld  n o t  be u s e d . f  T h i s  c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  n um e rou s  o t h e r  

/ s t u d i e s  t h a t  s h o w ' l a p  b e l t s  a r e  b e n e f i c i a l .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  
we c i t e  t h e  s t u d y  b a s e d  o n  d a t a  f r o m  th e  F a t a l  A c c i d e n t  

■ R e p o r t i n g  S y s tem  (FARS) f o r  t h e  y e a r s  1 9 7 5 - 1 9 8 4 .  The 
r e s u l t s  showed a f a t a l i t y  r e d u c t i o n  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  1 4 - 2 4  
p e r c e n t  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  t h e  u s e  o f  r e a r  s e a t  l a p  b e l t s .



2

T h e  F e d e r a t i o n  i s  e n c o u r a g e d ,  b y  t h e  r e p o r t ' s  f i n d i n g  t h a t  l a p /  
s h o u l d e r  b e l t s  a r e  e f f e c t i v e _ H o w e v e r ,  t h e  h i g h e r  s a f e t y  f a c t o r  o f  
! S p 7 s h o u l d e r  b e l t s  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  d e t r a c t  f r o m  t h e  f a c t  

/ t h a t  b e i n q = h u c k l a d . _ u p . _ e v e n  i n  a  l a p _  b e l . t _ . i s  . f a r . . . s a f e r  t h a n  r i d i n g

The i n f e r e n c e  d raw n  b y  some i n t e r p r e t e r s  o f  t h e  B o a r d ’ s  r e p o r t  
t h a t  b a c k  s e a t  p a s s e n g e r s  a r e  b e t t e r  o f f  u n b e l t e d  c r e a t e s  e x t r e m e l y  
u n f o r t u n a t e  d o u b t s  a b o u t  s a f e t y  b e l t  v a l u e s .  T h i s  i n f l i c t s  harm  t o  
t h e  n a t i o n w i d e  s a f e t y  b e l t  e f f o r t .  F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  we b e l i e v e  t h a t  
i t  i s  in c u m b e n t  on  t h e  B o a r d  t o  p l a c e  t h e  r e p o r t ' s  f i n d i n g s  i n  p r o p ­
e r  p e r s p e c t i v e .

We b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  m o t o r i n g  p u b l i c  d e s e r v e s  t o  know t h e  S a f e t y  
B o a rd  a c k n o w le d g e s  i n  i t s  own r e p o r t  t h a t :

o  The s t u d y  d e a l s  w i t h  o n l y  o n e  t y p e  o f  a c c i d e n t ,  t h e  f r o n t a l  
c r a s h .  In a sm u ch  a s  p a s s e n g e r  c a r  (> 12 mpn D e l t a )  f r o n t a l  c r a s h e s  
a c c o u n t  f o r  a b o u t  25 p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  towaway c r a s h e s ,  t h e  r e s u l t  
i n c l u d e d  i n  y o u r  s t u d y  c a n n o t  be t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  a c c i d e n t  
e x p e r i e n c e .

o  L ap  b e l t  b e n e f i t s  i n  m in im i z i n g  o c c u p a n t  e j e c t i o n  i n  
r o l l o v e r  and  s i d e - im p a c t  c r a s h e s  c a n n o t  b e  a s s e s s e d  b y  a n a l y z i n g  
f r o n t a l  c r a s h e s  a l o n e .

\ / Z  The s m a l l  s i z e  o f  t h e  s am p le  i n  t h e  s t u d y  "m eans t h a t  no  
s t a t i s t i c a l l y  v a l i d  c o n c l u s i o n  c a n  be d rawn f r o m  i t . "

o  The B o a rd  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  c a s e s  " i n v e s t i g a t e d  i n  t h i s  
p r o j e c t  a r e  n o t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  r a n g e  o f  r e a l - w o r l d  a c c i d e n t s  
a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  f i n d i n g s  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  
o v e r a l l  l a p  b e l t  p e r f o r m a n c e . "

o The B o a rd  s t a t e s ,  " . . . i t  may be t h a t  i f  s u f f i c i e n t ,  a c c u r a t e  
d a t a  w e re  a v a i l a b l e  on  l a p  b e l t  p e r f o rm a n c e  i n  c r a s h e s ,  i t  w o u ld  be 
shown t h a t  l a p  b e l t s  r e d u c e  c r a s h  l o s s e s  t o  a g r e a t e r  e x t e n t  t h a n  
t h e y  i n c r e a s e  t h e m ."

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e s e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  h a v e  n o t  b e en  made c l e a r  o r  
e m p h a s i z e d  i n  t h e  r e l e a s e  o f  t h e  r e p o r t ,  a s e r i o u s  i n a d e q u a c y  t h a t  
r e q u i r e s  t h e  S a f e t y  3 o a r d ' s  im m ed ia te  a t t e n t i o n .

We f e e l  t h e  B o a r d ,  a s  a p u b l i c  b od y  a p p o in t e d  b y  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  
o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  h a s  t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  t r y  t o  c o r r e c t  t h e  m i s ­
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t u d y  b e in g  made b y  t h e  news m ed ia  and  t h e  
p u b l i c  w i t h o u t  d e l a y .

S i n c e r e l y ,

L e s t e r  ? .  Lamm
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B e lt  la w s  s p a r k  U .S . h e a lt h  t r e n d

-  • U NSafety belts
S afc ly -b e lt-u se  law s th a t  c o v e r  

a b o u t  159 m illio n  U .S . re s id e n ts  
have  c rea ted  a  new  class o f  c itizens 
—survivors.

T h e s e  a r e  p e r s o n s  w h o  liv e d  
th ro u g h  tra ffic  u c c id e  is  b e c a u se  
they  w ere b u ck led  u p . A n d  m any  
w ere  w earing  sa fe ly  b e lls  b e cau se  
o f  b c lt 'U se  la w s  p a s s e d  by  la w ­
m ak ers c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t red u c in g  
th e  h u m an  u n d  financia l co s ts  o f 
acc iden ts .

Dr. B.J. C am pbell, d ire c to r  o f  the  
I Irghwuy S afe ty  R escurch  C e n te r  a t 
th e  U niversity  o f  N o rth  C a ro liu p , 
says th a t, in 1985,400 A m erican s  in 
e ig h t  s la te s  o w e d  th e i r  liv e s  to  
safety-belt law s d u rin g  th e  first few 
m o n th s  those  luws w ere  in fo rc e  in 
th e ir siutcs.

C am pbell s tu d ied  th e  life-saving 
im p ac t o f sa fe ty -belt law s in effect 
d u rin g  1985 in Illin o is , M ic h ig a n , 
M isso u ri, N e b ra sk a , N ew  Je rsey , 
N ew  Y o rk , N o rm  C a ro l in a  a n d  
Texas.

" O n e  o f  th e  n e w e s t a n d  m o s t 
p ro fo u n d  c h a n g e s  in  U .S . m o lo r-  
v ch ic lc  tr a n sp o r ta tio n  h is to ry  h a s  
tak en  p lace  in th e  pas t tw o  years  
w ith tile  e n a c tm e n t o f  th ese  laws. 
B efore th e  belt luw s, sa fe ty -belt use 
w as less th an  20  p e rc e n t,” h e  sa id .

N ow  belt u se  is in d ie  40  to  50 
p e rcen t ran g e  in  th o se  s tu tes , und  
16 a d d itio n a l s ta te s  h a v e  e n a c te d  
bclt-usc laws. ■

"W lule iltis is a  long  wuy from  the  
k ind o f  co m p lian ce  everyone w ould  
like to  se e , it's m u c h  h ig h e r  th an  has

■'........-'"ti.' " V  T '
SAVED BY BELT: PojLe .pffiqer Robin.kane'9 car vya^ ‘gtojpk in thg rear whjl? she was on duty,

e v e r  b e e n  s e e n  b e fo re , a n d  i t ’s  a  
d r a m a t ic  u n d  a g r e e a b le  im p ro v e ­
m e n t,” h e  sa id .

C a m p b e ll s a id  by p ro je c tin g  h is  
f ind ings in  th o se  e ig h t s ta te s  to  th e  
e n tire  n a tio n , 2 ,0 0 0  to  2 ,5 0 0  lives 
c o u ld  b e  sa v e d  e a c h  y e a r . "A n d  
m in d  y o u , ih u t's  w ith  seu t-b e ll u se  
u t  i t s  c u r r e n t  le v e l  o f  4 0  to  5 0  
p e rc e n t ,"  h e  suid.

I f  s a fe ty -b e l t  la w s  c o v e r e d  a l! 
v e h ic le s  in  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  a n d  
e v e ry o n e  o b e y e d  th e  law s, a l  lea s t

7,000 to  9 ,0 0 0  lives w ou ld  b e  saved  
annually , h e  sa id .

P o l ic e  O f f io e r  R o b in  K a n e ,  a  
m e m b e r  o f  t h e  S u f fo lk  C o u n ty  
H ig h w ay  P a t r o l ,  n e u r  N ew  Y ork 
C ity , is  o n e  o f  th e  n ew  b r e e d  o f  
su rv ivo rs. S h e  jo in e d  th a t  new  class 
A pril 2 0 ,1 9 8 6  w h e n  sh e  su rv ived  an  
u u to  a c c i d e n t  b e c a u s e  s h e  w a s  
w euring  a  sa fe ty  belt..

K u n e  w a s  i n  h e r  p a t r o l  c a r ,  
p a rk e d  o n  th e  m e d ia n  o f  th e  L ong

I s la n d  E x p re s s w a y  m o n i to r in g  
traffic, w hen  it w as s tn tc k  in the  rea r  
by  a n  a u to  trav e lin g  u t a b o u t 60  
m p h . T h e  c a r  th a t  h it  K a n e 's  w a s  
b e in g  d riv en  by a  d ru n k e n  driver.

A fte r th e  cru sh , K a n e  un fasten ed  
h e r  sa fe ty  b e ll u n d  w as pu lled  from  
(h e  a u to  by  em erg en cy  p e rso n n e l.

"T h e  tru n k  o f  th e  p a tro l  c u r  wasj 
p u sh e d  all th e  w ay  to  th e  bu ck  of! 
(h e  f ro n t se u t, b u t m y sa fe ty  b e l l

P lease  se e  n ex t pag e
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C o n tin u e d  from  pag e  1

h e ld  m e  in  p la c e  a n d  k ep t m e  from  
being  m o re  se riously  in ju red ," K une 
sa id .

“ 1 h a v e  w o r n  a  s a f e l y  b e l t  
r e g u la r ly  f o r  y e a r s  a n d  w ith  th e  
vo lum e o f  traffic on  o u r  roads today, 
a n y o n e  w ho d o esn ’t buck le  u p —und 
e n c o u ra g e  th e ir  frien d s and  fam ily 
to  d o  th e  s a m e —is a  fool.’1

P u b lic  in form ation  und grassroots 
e d u c a tio n  p ro v id ed  by s ta te  co a li­
t io n s  a n d  o rg a n iz a t io n s  s u c h  a s  
T hiffic  Safely  Now, Inc. (TSN) have 
h e lp e d  puss b e lt laws. T SN  is a n o n ­
p ro fit  o rg a n iz a tio n  c o m m itte d  to  
in c reas in g  th e  u se  o f  sa fe ty  be lls  to  
sa v e  lives und  re d u c e  in ju ries in th e  
U SA .

'.wo s h o r t  y e a r s ,  th e  s tu te  
co a lit io n s  hav e  fo rm ed  th e  nucleus 
o f  a n  effective g rassroo ts effort to  
pass sa fety -belt law s,” sa id  C harles 
L. S p ilin u n , p re sid en t o f  TSN . "I t is 
in sp ir in g  to  w o rk  w ith  su c h  d e d i­
c a te d  p e o p le .”

A s  m o re  m o to r is ts  b u c k le  u p  
b e c a u s e  o f  sa fe ty -belt luws, few er 
p e o p le  a r e  b e in g  in ju re d  in a c c i­
d e n t s  u n d  th e  c o s t  to  so c ie ty  o f  
t r a f f ic  a c c id e n ts  is g o in g  d o w n , 
S p ilm an  said.

A cco rd in g  to  th e  Nati"’nal High­
w ay  T raffic  Safety  A dm in istra tion  
(N H T S A ), 22,000 d riv ers  and  front- 
s e a t  p a s s e n g e r s  d i e d  in  t r a f f i c  
a c c id e n ts  d u r in g  1984, th e  la te s t 
y e a r  fo r w h ich  co m p le te  d a ta  a re  
availab le .

T h e  c o s t  o f  a l l  a c c id e u ts  w as 
a b o u t  5 4 2  b i l l io n ,  a c c o rd in g  to  
N H T S A . T liu t figure includes d ie  
co s t o f  in su ran ce  expenses, p ro d u c­
tivity  losses, legal a n d  co u rt costs 
a n d  m ed ica l expenses.
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Tlse dick of safely belts buckling up 
can be beard around the worid as '31 
countries j»owr - -nandatoiy safely 
beltlawfjA;. ,

■ Tlie latest addition to (he safety roll is 
Singapore. It joins Great Britain, Aus­
tralia, West Germany,’ Denmark, 
Ireland, Canada, France and 23 oilier 
countries in wliidi there are belt use 
laws.
The Uiuted States remains one of the 

very few industrialized nations that 
does not have a country-wide safety 
belt regulation.

« •

h
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a pas
legislation in 1972 lliat required front 
feat occupants to buckle up. Today, 
with 87 percent compliance, Aus­
tralians liave seen traffic fatalities cut by 
20 percent and serious injuries by 30 
percent. Admissions to hospitals after 
traffic mishaps have- dropped by 50 
percent.
According to Britain̂  Department of 

IVansport, the year Great Britain intro­
duced its safety belt law (1983), belt 
usage ruse from 40 to 95 percent and 
traffic fatalities dropped 23 percent.

Serious injuries dropped 26 percent. 
That first year alone 500 lives were 
saved and as many as 7,000 serious 
injuries were prevented.
Sweden instituted its safety belt Law 

in 1975 and reduced severe and fatal 
injuries by 45 percent for drivers and 67 
percent for passengers. Highway belt 
usage jumped from 35 to 81 percent.
Norway strengthened its safety belt 

law last year by including rear seat pas­
sengers in the mandate.
Switzerland repealed its safety belt

4

law in 1976, saw traffic fatalities climb 
and quickly reinstituted the regulation 
in 1980. 'flie first year the belt law was 
back on Uie books, belt usage on the 
expressways rose from 42 to 88 
p-rcent.
Should the U.S. choose to follow the 

example of its sister nations and all 50 
states pass safety belt legislation, 9,140 
lives coin'd be saved and 327,000 disab­
ling injuries prevented, according to 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
estimates based on a bell use rate of 70 
percent.

he case fo r requ ir ing safety belt 
use Is bolstered by the success o f 
legis lation a round  the world. Au­
s tra l ia  has the longest track re­
cord fo r belt use legis lation and 

Its benefits. The effect o f  compulsory bell 
use In Austra lia  In 1 972  was a dramatic  re­
duction In In ju r ies and fatalities.

D u r in g  the first two post- leg ls la l lon 
years, there was a 3 0  percent reduction In 
eye In ju r ies ; facial In ju r ies were reduced by 
h a l f  and  sp ina l In ju ries by a th ird . A drop 
o f  more than 5 0  percent was documented 
In the num be r o f  drivers admitted to hos ­
pita ls per 1 ,0 0 0  vehicles on the road.

Country EffecHve Date
Auatrallc ; . . . . .  . 1972Austria ........................ 1976
Belgium 1975Brazil 1977
Bulgaria .• , ,.‘ -1976Canadian Provinces 
British Columbia ;;V * 1977 Manitoba, . . I 19B4Newfoundland , , '. 1982 Now B r u n s w i g . 1983 Ontario. //. ', ., v1976
Quebec. /  ■ S •••1976Saskatchewan ,'1977 

Czechoslovakia^..!'.-, 1975 
Denmark t'1976Finland . . . : i'1975France i . . ’.■'1973
Great Britain . . . , . 1983Greece . . . . . . ,1979Hungary ,  1977
Ice land .............. '. . . 1981

Country Effective Date
Ire la n d ........................ 1979Israe l'........................... (975
Ivory Coast..................1970Japan 1971Luxembourg ’ . . . . |975 
Malawi . . . . . . . .  1982' Malaysia 1979Netherlands . . . . . .  1975New Zealand ■ ’. . . . 1972 

. Norway . . Z . : . . 1975 ■ Portugal 1982
' Puorto Rico *, . . . .  1974.South Africa. . . .  I . . 1977
. Spain 1974' Sweden / .  . . . .  1975
Switzerland ...............1976T u rk oy    1982U SSR ........................... 1976West Germany . . . .  1976 
Yugoslavia . ; . . . . 1977

CHANGES !N USAGE RATES UNDER « 
MANDATORY SEAT BELT USE LAWS 

(Solactod Countries)

l&fthdBefore

More than a decade has  passed since belt 
use became m andato ry  th roughou t Au­
stralia. Belt wearing Is now  a round  8 0  per­
cent overall. As a resu lt . It Is conservatively 
estimated that vehicle occupant deaths have 
been reduced by 2 0  percent and se rious  In ­
juries by 3 0  percent.

After the enactment o f  Hie 1975 belt use 
law lit Sweden, the frequency o f  severe and 
fatal In ju ries was reduced by 4 5  percent for 
drivers and 6 7  percent fo r  passengers while 
bell use rose to 8 5  perccntl

The most recent na t ion  to enact a b e l l  use 
law was Great B r i ta in  where the law went 
In t o e f f e c t o n J am ia r y S l .  1983.

In the 12- inonth period p r io r  to the law, 
there were 2 ,0 5 8  fata lit ies and 2 6 .5 4 1  se r i ­
ous In ju ries to f ron t seat occupants o f  pas ­
senger cars and light vans. In the succeed­
ing year with the law In effect, belt use 
jumped to 95  percent f rom  the p rev ious 4 0  
percent, fata lities declined by 2 3  percent 
and serious In ju r ies  by 2 6  percent.
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One t h in g  a lo n e  can sa ve  35 l i v e s  a y e a r ,  reduce  the  h a rd s h ip  and 
c o s t s  o f  o v e r  6 0 0  i n j u r i e s ,  s a v e  $5 m i l l i o n  w o r t h  o f  l o s t  l a b o r ,  and 
d e c r e a s e  e c o n o m ic  j o s s e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  h ig hw a y  d e a th  and i n j u r y  
a l o n e  by as  much as $13 m i l l i o n :  WEARING THE SEATBELTS ALREADY IN OUR
CARS.

T h e s e  f a c t s  a r e  j u s t  f o u r  o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  A la s k a  n e e d s  a la v / 
r e q u i r i n g  s e a t b e l t  use . A lth ough  a m a jo r  p u rp o se  o f  a A la ska  s e a t b e l t  
u se  law  wou ld  be t o  p rom o te  th e  s a f e t y  o f  d r i v e r s  and p a s s e n g e rs  u s in g  
t h e i r  s e a t b e l t s ,  such a law  wou ld  a l s o :

p r o m o t e  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  s t r e e t  and h ig h w a y  t r a v e l e r s  o t h e r  
than  s e a t b e l t  u s e r s ;
p r o m o t e  t h e  p u b l i c  w e l f a r e  and s a f e t y  by r e d u c in g  h ig hw a y  
d e a th s  and i n j u r i e s  and p u b l i c  e x p e n d i t u r e s .

I n  o t h e r  w o rd s ,  i f  A la s k a  r e q u i r e s  s e a t b e l t s  t o  be w o rn  —  
e v e ry o n e  can  b e n e f i t !

The q u e s t i o n s  and a n sw e r s  a r e  t h e  g ood  r e a s o n s  why we NEED a 
s e a t b e l t  law  in  A la s k a !

IQ  —  How may p e o p l e  a r e  k i l l e d  i n  t r a f f i c  a c c i d e n t s  i n  A la s k a  
a n n u a l l y ?
A —  In  1 9 8 5 ,  t h e r e  w e re  1 2 7  t r a f f i c  a c c i d e n t  f a t a l i t i e s .  

T h is  number in c lu d e s  p e d e s t r i a n s ,  m o to r  v e h i c le  d r i v e r s  
and p a s s e n g e r s ,  b i c y c l i s t s  and m o t o r c y c l i s t s .

2Q —  How many p e op le  a r e  i n j u r e d  in  t r a f f i c  a c c id e n t s ?
A —  Over 7 ,5 0 0  d r i v e r s ,  p a s s e n g e rs ,  p e d e s t r i a n s  and c y c l i s t s  

were i n ju r e d  in  1 9 8 5 .

m



3Q —  What i s  th e  e s t im a te d  econom ic  l o s s  t o  A la s k an s  ftom  t r a f f i c
a c c id e n t  d ea th s  and i n j u r i e s  a n n u a l l y ?
A —  The c o s t  o f  a l l  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  a c c i d e n t s ,  e x c l u d i n g  

p r o p e r t y  d a m a g e - o n ly  c r a s h e s ,  e x c e e d e d  $ 8 2  m i l l i o n  in
1 9 8 5 .

4Q —  How many o f  th e  p e op le  k i l l e d  were o ccup an ts  o f  p a ssenge r c a r s ?
A —  O f the  127 p e o p le  k i l l e d  in  A la s k a  t r a f f i c  a c c id e n t s  in  

1 9 8 5 , 100 (79%) w e re  d r i v e r s  and p a s s e n g e rs  o f  c a r s .
5Q —  How many  o f  t h e  p e o p le  k i l l e d  w e re  o c c u p a n t s  o f  p a s s e n g e r  

c a r s ?
A —  O f t h e  7 , 5 0 0  t r a f f i c  a c c i d e n t  i n j u r i e s ,  73 p e r c e n t  
( 5 , 5 0 0 )  were t o  occupan ts  o f  p a s s en g e r  c a r s .

6Q —  W hat i s  t h e  a n n u a l  c o s t  o f  p a s s e n g e r  c a r  o c c u p a n t  d e a t h s  and 
i n j u r i e s ?
A —  T h e  e s t i m a t e d  c o s t  o f  f a t a l i t i e s  and  i n j u r i e s  t o  

p a s s en g e r  c a r  occupan ts  amounted t c  $62  m i l l i o n  i n  1 98 5 .
7Q —  How many p a s s e n g e r  c a r  o c c u p a n t  d e a t h s  c o u ld  h ave  been

p re v en te d  i f  s e a t b e l t  u se  were r e g u i r e d  in  A la s k a ?
A —  B ased  on  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  a s e a t b e l t  u s e  law  w ou ld

r e s u l t  i n  80 p e rc e n t  usage and t h a t  b e l t s  a r e  50 p e rc e n t
e f f e c t i v e  in  re d u c in g  f a t a l i t i e s ,  i t  i s  e s t im a te d  t h a t  35 
l i v e s  c o u ld  have been saved  in  1985 .

8Q —  How man y  p a s s e n g e r  c a r  o c c u p a n t  i n j u r i e s  c o u ld  h ave  been
p re v en te d  i f  b e l t  use were r e q u i r e d ?

A - -  An e s t im a te d  600 i n j u r i e s  c o u ld  have been p re v en ted  w i th  
80 p e r c e n t  b e l t  u s a g e .  S e a t b e l t s  a r e  b e l i e v e d  t o  be 50 
p e r c e n t  e f f e c t i v e  i n  r e d u c i n g  m o d e r a t e  t o  c r i t i c a l  
i n j u r i e s  and 10 p e r c e n t  e f f e c t i v e  i n  r e d u c i n g  m in o r  
i n j u r i e s .



9Q —  What wo u ld  be th e  e s t im a t e d  a n n u a l  c o s t  s a v i n g s  i f  s e a t b e l t  
u se  were r e q u i r e d ?
A —  A s a v i n g s  o f  m ore  th a n  $ 1 8  m i l l i o n  i n  m e d i c a l  c o s t s ,  

i n s u r a n c e  e x p e n s e s ,  l e g a l  c o s t s ,  l o s s  o f  p r o d u c t i v i t y  
and o t h e r  c o s t s  c o u ld  be e x p e c t e d  —  b a sed  on 1 9 8 5  
a c c id e n t  f i g u r e s .  T h is  s a v in g s  does n o t  in c lu d e  a c c id e n t  
c o s t s  i n  which o n ly  p r o p e r t y  damage was in v o lv e d .

10Q —  O f th e  annu a l c o s t  s a v in g s ,  what amounts can be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  
s a v in g s  f rom  m ed ic a l c o s t s ,  l e g a l  c o s t s ,  in s u ra n c e  expen ses , 
human c a p i t a l  c o s t s  su ch  a s  l o s s  o f  p r o d u c t i v i t y ,  and o t h e r  
c o s t s  su ch  a s  p o l i c e ,  f i r e  d e p a r tm e n t  and em e rg en c y  m e d i c a l  
s e r v i c e s  c o s t s ?
A —  The e s t im a te d  c o s t  s a v in g s  a r e :

M ed ic a l C o s t s ............................................................................$ 2 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0
L e g a l C o s t s .................................................................................$ 2 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0
In s u ra n c e  E xpen ses ...............................................................$ 7 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0
Human C a p i t a l  C o s t s ............................................................ $ 5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0
O the r C o s t s .................................................................................$ 2 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0
TOTAL $ 1 8 ,0 0 0 , 0 0 0

CD
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A l l  T r a f f i c  
A cc id en t F a t a l i t i e s
A l l  T r a f f i c  
A cc id en t I n j u r i e s
P a ssenge r Car 
Dec -pant F a t a l i t i e s
P a ssenge r Car 
Occupant I n j u r i e s
P a ssenge r Car 
Occupant Dea ths 
P re v en ted  I f  B e l t  
Use Were R equ ired
P assenge r Car 
Occupant I n j u r i e s  
P re v en ted  I f  B e l t  
Use Were R equ ired

THE NUMBER AND COST OF TRAFFIC 
ACCIDENT DEATHS AND INJURIES 

IN ALASKA, 1985
Number 

127

7 . 5 0 0  

1 0 0

5 . 5 0 0  

35

600

C o s ts

$ 4 4 ,0 0 0 , 0 0 0

$ 3 8 ,0 0 0 , 0 0 0

$ 3 4 ,6 0 0 , 0 0 0

$ 2 8 ,0 0 0 , 0 0 0

$ 1 2 ,0 0 0 , 0 0 0
s a v in g s

$ 6 ,0 0 0 , 0 0 0  
s a v in g s

NOTES
A l l  f i g u r e s  f o r  1985 - -  th e  l a t e s t  y e a r  eo r  which c om p le te  
a c c id e n t  s t a t i s t i c s  a re  a v a i l a b l e .
A l l  c o s t s  a r e  g iv en  in  $ 1 9 8 5 .
The f a t a l i t y  f i g u r e s  u sed  t o  a n sw e r  q u e s t i o n s  1 and 4 a r e  
t a k e n  d i r e c t l y  f r o m  th e  F a t a l  A c c i d e n t  R e p o r t i n g  S y s tem  
(FARS 1 9 8 5 )  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  H ig h w a y  T r a f f i c  S a f e t y  
A d m in i s t r a t i o n .
The i n j u r y  f i g u r e s  a re  e s t im a t e s  based on S t a t e  d a t a .
The S t a t e  t o t a l s  w e re  a d j u s t e d  t o  i n c l u d e  an e s t im a t e  o f  
u n re p o r te d  a c c id e n t  i n j u r i e s .
The c o s t  f i g u r e s  a r e  b a sed  on e s t im a t e s  d e r i v e d  f r o m The 
Economic C o s t  To S o c ie ty  o f  Motor V e h ic le -A c c id e n t s  
p u b l i s h e d  by NHTSA in  May 1 9 8 3 .



A l l  o t h e r  f i g u r e s  a r e  based on e s t i m a t e s  by  t h e  H ighway 
U se rs  F e d e r a t i o n .
( 1 9 8 5  i s  t h e  l a t e s t  y e a r  f o r  w h ic h  c o m p le t e  d a t a  a r e  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  HUF-ASF.)
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BATEs* J a n u a r y  8, 1887

P r .A^K- SiCXft>(Lp

F a t a l i t y  S t a t i s t i c s

In r e s p o n s e  to your r e q u e s t  for f a t a l i t y  a n d  e n f o r c e m e n t  
statistics I n  p o s t - l a w  states, w e  ware able t o  g l e a m  the f o l l o w­
ing i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o *  o u r  fil©3:

M I G 3 I G A H

A  s t a t e  p o l i c e  s t u d y  found there w e r e  85 fewer 
d e a t h s  o n  M i c h i g a n  roads during t h e  f i r s t  full y e a r  
of t h e  s a f e t y - b e l t  law than during t h e  p r e v i o u s  
year.

In 1 9 8 5 ,  there w e r e  ‘2.1 deaths p e r  1 0 0  m i l l i o n  
m i l e s  driven. I n  1986, there were l e s s  t h a n  two- 
d e a t h s  p e r  100 m i l l i o n  miles driven.

The s t u d y  showed, o n  average, 2,000 t i c k e t s  a n d  
2 , 0 0 0  w a r n i n g s  w e r e  h a n d e d  out e a c h  m o n t h  for s a f e­
t y - b e l t  v iolations .

Z L & m o x s

T h e  f a t a l i t y  f i g u r e s  for the last f i v e  y e a r 3 a r e  as 
f o l l o w s :  1906, 1,603: 1985, 1,522: 1984, 1,572;
1983, 1,553; 1982, 1,671-

F a t a l i t i e s  for J a n u a r y  1986 d e c r e a s e d  b y  17 p e r c e n t  _. 
c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  f i v e - y e a r  a v e r a g e  f o r  J a n u a r y *



T h a  I l l i n o i s  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  D e p a r t m e n t  s a i d  f r o m  
J a n u a r y  to J u l y  1 9 Q 6  1 , 1 2 4  tickets and 3 6 , 7 2 8  w a r n­
ings  w a r e  issued b y  the s t a t e  police.

P O S T -L A W  F A T A L IT Y  S T A T I S T I C S  /  2

V

T s a a s

A c c o r d i n g  to tha D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  S a f e t y , '^a“ 
tali t i e s  d r o n e d  18.3 p e r c e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  air 
m o n t h s  o f  the s a f e t y - b e l t  l a w  as c o m p a r e d  to t h e  
same p e r i o d  o n e  y e a r  earlier. 1 , 6 2 4  p e o p l e  d i e d  o n  
T e x a 3  r o a d s  b e t w e e n  S e p t e m b e r  1984 a n d  H a y  1 9 3 5  as 
o p p o s e d  to 1,407 b e t w e e n  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 8 5  a n d  H a y

1986.

E n f o r c e m e n t  w i t h i n  T e x a 3  is said to b e  t h a  s t r o n g­
est i n  the country, w i t h  c o m p l i a n c e  a r o u n d  7 0  p e r­

cent.

L O O I 3 I A H A

A  s t a t e  p o l i c e  s t u d y  found, d u r i n g  the T h a n k s g i v i n g  
H o l i d a y  this year, n i n e  p e o p l e  los t t h e i r  l i v e s  as 
o p p o s e d  to 15 d e a t h s  l a s t  y e a r  b e f o r e  the law.

T h e  s a m e  s t u d y  f o u n d  that d u r i n g  t h a  L a b o r  D a y  
weekend, h i g h w a y  fatal i t i e s  d r o p p e d  f r o m  17, b e f o r e  
t h e  l a w  in 1985, to 10 after the l a w  i n  1986.

W 2 X  YORK

D e a t h s  d r o p p e d  27 p e r c e n t  d u r i n g  the f i r s t  two 
m o n t h s  the l a w  b e c a m e  effactive, { Reported i n  a 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M i c h i g a n - s t u d y . )

la 1985 th ere w e r a  5 2 , 0 0 0  h e a d  i n j u r i e s  a s  o p p o s e d  
to 6 0 , 0 0 0  i n  1984, a c c o r d i n g  to H e w  Y o r k  G o v e r n o r  
M a r i o  C u o a o . .



NEW C T E aS K '

T h e  N a t i o n a l  H i g h w a y  T r a f f i c  S a f e t y  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
(NHTSA) r e p o r t e d  407 f r o n t - s e a t  p a s s e n g e r s  died, i n  
a u t o  a c c i d e n t s  f r o m  M a r c h  to D e c e m b e r  o f  1985 „ 
c o m p a r e d  w i t h  4 6 8  for the M a r c h - D e c e a b e r  a v e r a g e  of 
t h e  p r e v i o u s  five years,

• .

S i n c e  N e w  J e r s e y  h a s  p a s s e d  it3 law, f r o n t - s e a t  •'/■
fa t a l i t i e s  h a v e  b e e n  cut b y  13 p e r c e n t .  ' "■'

C A L I F O R N I A

D e a t h s  f r o m  auto-accidenfc-inducad h e a d  i n j u r i e s  4 
w e r e  r e d u c e d  b y  25 p e r c e n t  i n  the f i r s t  y e a r  a f t e r  
t h e  l a w  w e n t  i n t o  effect, a c c o r d i n g  to the A m e r i c a n  
A s s o c i a t i o n  for A u t o m o t i v e  M e d i c i n e .

N A T IO N A L  i.

N H T S A  r e p o r t e d  a  25 p e r c e n t  d r o p  i n  i n j u r i e s  a n d  7 
p e r c e n t  d r o p  in f a t a l i t i e s  in tha f i r s t  f i f t e e n  
p o s t - l a w  s tate s and the District' o f  C o l u mbia.

N H T S A  r e p o r t e d  i n  N e w  Y orh, N e w  Jersey, M i c h i g a n ,  
Illinois, Texas, Missouri, N e b r a s k a  a n d  N o r t h  
C a r o l i n a  (all p o 3 t - l a w  states), a  t o t a l  o f  2 8 0  
f e w e r  a u t o  a c c i d e n t  d e a t h s  w e r e  r e c o r d e d  in. 1985 
t h a n  in 1984.

¥



Here's some more information:

1, During 1985# the first full year New York had a be'lt-use law, 
fatalities dropped to its lowest level since 1949. Serious 
injuries also dropped 19% and moderate injuries dropped 20%.

2. In the state of Washington, fatalities dropped from 57 in
December of 1985 to 49 in December of 1986. Of the 49 who
were killed in December of 1986, only 8 wore belts.
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[ ] no r e c o m m e n d a t i o n

[ ] i n d i v i d u a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s
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A D O P T S ; [ 3 letter of intent

[ ] t h e  same title

[ v ^ - l T n e w  t it le

Commi t t e e
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[ ] f i scal impact

[ ] zero fiscal note

[ ] zero w i t h  a n a l y s i s
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d o  n o t  p a s s  

n o  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  
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S u b m i t  o r i g i n a l  a m e n d m e n t  to  t h e  C h i e f  C l e r k .
I t  w i l l  t h e n  b e  n u m b e r e d  a n d  d u p l i c a t e d .
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A D D  N U M B E R  (5) a n  o c c u p a n t  o v e r  t h e  a g e  of 16 
or  a p e r s o n  o p e r a t i n g  a m o t o r  v e h i c l e  w i t h i n  a 
c o m m u n i t y  t h a t  h a s  n o t  r a t i f i e d  b y  p u b l i c  election, 
t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of AS 2 8 . 0 5 .095
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It will then be numbered and duplicated.
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IN THE HOUSE BY THE J U D I C I A R Y  COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 167 (Judrciary)

IN THE LEGISL A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FIFTEENTH LEG IS L A T U R E  - FIRST SESSION 

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to man datory use of safety devices

in m o t o r  vehicles."

BE IT ENACTE D BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 28.05.095 is repealed and reenacted to read:

Sec. 28.05.095. USE OF SAFETY DEVICES REQUIRED. (a) E x c e p ^  as

p r o v i d e d  in (c) of this section, a perso n m a y  not o c c u p y ^ a  motor
GU;

v e hic le while in operation- unless restrained by a safety

(b) Except as p r o v ided in (c) of this section, a driv<

transport a child under the age of 16 in a motor  v e hicle  unless the

driver has provided and proper ly secured each child as described in 

this subsection. If the child is less than four years of age, the

child shall be properly secured in a child safety device m e eting the

standards of the United States Department of T r a n s portation for a 

child safety device for infants. If the child is four but not yet 16 

years of age, the child shall be properly secured in a child safety 

device approved for a child of that age and size by the United States 

Department of Transport ation or in a safety belt, whichever  is a p p r o­

priate for the particular child.

(c) Subsections (a) and (b) do not apply to

(1) passengers in an emergency vehicle;

(2) a vehicle operator acting in the course of employment 

delivering mail or newspapers from inside the vehicle to roadside mail 

or new spaper b o x e s ;

(3) a person or class of persons exempted by regulation

-1- CSHB 167(Jud)
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u n d e r  AS 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 6 ;  or

(4) a p e r s o n  r e q u i r e d  to be r e s t r a i n e d  by s a f e t y  b e l t s  

u n d e r  (a) or (b) o f  this s e c t i o n  if the m o t o r  v e h i c l e  is not e q u i p p e d  

w i t h  s a f e t y  belts.

(d) A  p e r s o n  m a y  not r e m o v e  a s a f e t y  be l t  f r o m  a v e h i c l e  s o l e l y  

to be  e x e m p t e d  u n d e r  (c)(4) o f  this section.

(e) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  any o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n  of law, a p e a c e  o f f i c e r  

m a y  n o t  stop or d e t a i n  a m o t o r  v e h i c l e  to d e t e r m i n e  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h

(a) o f  this section, or issue a c i t a t i o n  for a v i o l a t i o n  o f  (a) of 

this section, u n l e s s  the p e a c e  o f f i c e r  has p r o b a b l e  cause to stop or 

d e t a i n  the m o t o r  v e h i c l e  o t h e r  than for a v i o l a t i o n  of (a) o f  this 

section.

* Sec. 2. AS 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 6 ( a ) .is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of p u b l i c  s a f e t y  m a y  a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  to 

e x e m p t  a p e r s o n  L C H I L D ] or a class of p e r sons [CHILDREN] f r o m  the

r e q u irements of AS  2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 5  if the c o m m i s s i o n e r  d e t e r m i n e s  that the
^  b* l-f o,vr~ _____
^ . [ p & e  - o f - [CHIId>4— s-afgty d e v i c e  is i m p r a c t i c a l  b e c a u s e  of p h y s i c a l  or

A

m e d i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  of the p e r s o n  or c lass of p e r s o n s  [CHILD],

* Sec. 3. AS 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 9  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 2 8 . 05.099. PENALTY. (a) A  p e r s o n  c o n v i c t e d  of a v i o l a t i o n  

of A S  2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 5 ( a )  or (d) [(c)] is g u i l t y  of an i n f r a c t i o n  and m a y  be 

f i n e d  up  to $15 [ASSESSED D E M E R I T  P O I N T S  AS D E T E R M I N E D  BY R E G U L A T I O N S  

OF T H E  D E P A R T M E N T ,  N O T W I T H S T A N D I N G  T H E  P R O V I S I O N S  OF  AS 2 8 . 1 5 . 2 3 1 ( b ) J .

(b) A  p e r s o n  c o n v i c t e d  of a v i o l a t i o n  of AS 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 5 ( b )  is 

g u i l : y  o f  an i n f r a c t i o n  and m a y  be a s s e s s e d  d e m e r i t  p o i n t s  as d e t e r­

m i n e d  b y  r e g u l a t i o n s  of the d e partment, n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  the p r o v i s i o n s  

of AS 2 8 . 1 5 . 2 3 1 ( b ) .  A  p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  AS 28.0 5 . 0 9 5 ( b )  [AS 2 8 . 0 5 . -  

095(a)] by f a i l i n g  to p r o v i d e  a c h i l d  safety de v i c e  or s a f e t y  b e l t  

[SEATBELT] m a y  p r o v i d e  a p e a c e  officer, i n c l u d i n g  a v i l l a g e  s a f e t y  

CS H B  1 6 7 (Jud) -2-
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officer, p r o o f  of p u r c h a s e  or a c q u i s i t i o n ,  and i n s t a l l a t i o n ,  of an 

a p p r o v e d  c h i l d  sa f e t y  d e v i c e  or s a f e t y  b e l t  [SEATBELT]. If the p r o o f  

is p r o v i d e d  w i t h i n  30 days a f t e r  the i s s u a n c e  of a c i t a t i o n  for the 

i n f r a c t i o n ,  the c ourt shall d i s miss the c i t a t i o n  a n d  n o  p o i n t s  s h all 

be a s s e s s e d  u n d e r  this s u b s e c t i o n  [(a) OF T H I S  S ECTION] u n l e s s  the 

p e r s o n  has

(1) b e e n  c o n v i c t e d  p r e v i o u s l y  for v i o l a t i n g  that s e c t i o n  by 

f a i l i n g  to p r o v i d e  a c h i l d  s a f e t y  d e v i c e  or s a f e t y  b e l t  [SEATBELT];

(2) b e e n  c i t e d  for f a i l u r e  to p r o v i d e  a c h i l d  s a f e t y  d e v i c e  

or s a f e t y  b e l t  [SEATBELT] a n d  has f o r f e i t e d  the b a i l  r e q u i r e d  b y  the 

c i t a t i o n ;  or

(3) p r o v i d e d  the p r o o f  r e q u i r e d  b y  this s u b s e c t i o n  o n  a 

p r i o r  occasion.

-3- C S H B  1 6 7 ( Jud)
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* IN THE H O U S E  BY T H E  J U D I C I A R Y  COM MITTEE

2 CS FOR H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 167 (Judiciary)

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T HE STATE OF A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F IRS T SESSION

5 | A  BILL

j

6 j For an A c t  entitled: "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to m a n d a t o r y  use of safety devices

7 | in m o t o r  v e h i c i o E . "  ^

E j BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F A LA SK A:

9: * Secti on 1. AS 28.05.095 is r e p e a l e d  and reenacted to read:

Sec. 28.05.095. U S E  O F S A F E T Y  D E V I C E S \ : E Q U I R E D . ( a / ^ x c e p t  as 

p r o v i d e d  in (c) of t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  a p e r s o n  J m a y  n o t  o c c u p v  a m o t o r  

12|i v e h i c l e  w h i l e  in o p e r a t i o n  u n l e s s  r e s t r a i n e d  by a s a f e t y  b e l t ^ o r  child

. s a f e t y  d e v i c e  / ^

(b) E xcept as p r o v i d e d  in (c) of this section, a driver m a y  not 

trans p o r t  a child u n d e r  the age of 16 in a m o t o r  v e h i c l e  u n l e s s  the 

driver  has provi d e d  and p r o p e r l y  secured each child as d e s c r i b e d  in 

this subsection. If the child  is less than four years of age, the 

child shall be p r o p e r l y  s e c u r e d  in a child safety device m e e t i n g  the 

standar ds of the U n i t e d  States D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  for a 

child safety device for infants. If the child is four but not yet 16

years of age, the child  shall be p r o p e r l y  secured in a child safety

device approved  for a child o f  that age and size by the U n i t e d  States 

D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  or in a safety belt, w h i c h e v e r  is a p p r o­

priate  for the p a r t i c u l a r  child.

(c) S ubsec tions (a) and (b) do not apply to

(1) p a s s e n g e r s  in an e m e r g e n c y  vehicle;

(2) a v e h i c l e  o p e r a t o r  acting in the course of empl oyment 

de l i v e r i n g  mail or n e w s p a p e r s  f r o m  inside the vehicle to roadside mail 

or n e w s p a p e r  boxes;

-1 - C S H B  1 6 7 ( Ju d)
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(3) a p e r s o n  or class of persons e x e m p t e d  by r e g u l a t i o n  

u n d e r  AS 28.05.096; or

(4) a p e r s o n  r e q u i r e d  to be r e s t r a i n e d  b y  sa fety belts 

u n d e r  (a) or (b) of this section if the m o t o r  v e h i c l e  is not e q u i p p e d  

w i t h  safety belts.

(d) A  person m a y  not r e m o v e  a s afety belt from a v e h i c l e  solely 

to be e x e mpted under (c)(4) of this section.

(e) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  any ot her p r o v i s i o n  of law, a peace officer

m a y  not stop or d e tai n a m o t o r  v e h i c l e  to d e t e rmine c o m p l i a n c e  with

(a) of this section, or issue a c itation for a v i o l a t i o n  of (a) of 

this section, unless the peace o f f i c e r  has pro bable cause to stop or

detain the m o t o r  v e h i c l e  other than for a v i o l a t i o n  of (a) of this

s e c t i o n .

* Sec. 2. AS 28.05.096(a) is amended to read:

(a) The c o m m i s s i o n e r  of p ublic safety may adopt r e g u l a t i o n s  to 

exempt a per.-on [CHILD] or a class of persons [CHILDREN] from the 

re q u i r e m e n t s  of AS 28.05.095 if the c o m m i s s i o n e r  d e t e r m i n e s  that the

use of a safety b e l t  or child safety device is i m p r a c t i c a l  b e c a u s e  of

p h y sical or m e d i c a l  condit i o n s  of the person or class of persons 

[ C H I L D ] .

* Sec. 3. AS 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 9  is a m ende d to read:

Sec. 28.05.099. PENALTY. (a) A  p e rson c o n v i c t e d  of a v i o l a t i o n  

of AS 28.05.095(a) or (d) [(c)] is g u i l t y  of an i n f r a c t i o n  and m a y  be 

fined up to $15 [ASSESSED D E M E R I T  P OI NTS AS D E T E R M I N E D  BY R E G U L A T I O N S  

OF THE DEPARTMENT, N O T W I T H S T A N D I N G  THE P ROVISI ONS OF A S  28.15.231(b)].

(b) A  p e r s o n  c o n v i c t e d  of a v i o l a t i o n  of AS 28.05.095(b) is 

g uilty of an i n f r a c t i o n  and m a y  be a s s e s s e d  d e merit p o i n t s  as d e t e r­

mi n e d  b y  r e g u l a t i o n s  of the department, n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  the p ro visions

of A S  28.15.231(b). A p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  A S  28.05.095(b) 

CSHB 1 6 7 (Jud) -2-
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[AS 28. 05.095(a)] by f a i l i n g  to p r o v i d e  a child s afety  device or 

safety belt [SEATBELT] m a y  p r o v i d e  a peace officer, i n c l u d i n g  a 

v i l l a g e  safety officer, p r o o f  of p u r c h a s e  or acquisition , and 

installation, of an a p p r o v e d  child safety device or safety belt 

[SEATBELT]. If the p r o o f  is p r o v i d e d  w i t h i n  30 days after the i s s u­

ance of a c i t a t i o n  for the infraction, the court shall dismiss the 

c i t a tion and n o  points shall be a s s essed under this s u b s e c t i o n  [(a) OF 

THIS SECTION] unless the person has

(1) been c o n v i c t e d  p r e v i o u s l y  for v i o l a t i n g  that sectio n by 

f a ili ng to prov ide a c h i l d  s afety device or safety belt [SEATBELT];

(2) bee n cited for f a il ure to prov ide a child safety device 

or safety belt [SEATBELT] and has f o r f ei ted the bail r e q u i r e d  by the 

citation; or

*,3) p r o v i d e d  the p r o o f  r e q u i r e d  b y  this subsec t i o n  on a 

prior occasion.

- 3 - C S H B  1 6 7 ( Ju d)
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1 IN THE HOUSE BY THE J U D I C IARY COMMITTEE

2 CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 167 (Judiciary)

3 IN THE LEGIS LATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

5 A BILL
i;c

For an A c t  entitled: "An Act relating to m a n d a t o r y  use of safety devices

in m o t o r  v ehicl es."

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 28.05.095 is repealed and reenacted to read:

0 ^  ' Sec. 28.05.095. USE OF SAFETY DEVICES REQUIRED. (a) Except as

p r o v i d e d  in (c) of this section, a p e rson may not o c c u p y  a motor 

v e h i c l e  while i ^ ^ p e r a t ^ p )  unless restrained by a safety belt.

(b) Except as provided in (c) of this section, a driver m a y  not 

transport a child u nder the age of 16 in a motor v e hicle unless the 

driver has provided ant' properly secured each child as described in 

this subsection. If the child is less than four years of age, the 

child shall be properly secured in a child safety device m e eting the 

standards of the U nited States Department of T r a n sportati on for a 

.child safety device for infants. If the child is four but not yet 16 

years of age, the child shall be pro perly secured in a child safety 

device approved for a child that age and size by the lu.'ted States 

Depart ment of Transportation or in a safety belt, w h i c h e v e r  is a p p r o­

priate for the particular child.

(c) Subsections (a) and (b) do not apply to

(1) passengers in an emergency vehicle;

(2) a vehicle operator acting in the course of employment 

deliveri ng mail or newspapers from inside the vehicle to roadside mail 

or n e w s p a p e r  boxes;

(3) a person or class of persons exempted b y  regulation

-1- CSHB 167(Jud)
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u n d e r  AS 28. 0 5 . 0 9 6 ;  or

(4) a pe r s o n  r e q u i r e d  to b e  r e s t r a i n e d  by s a f e t y  b e l t s  

u n d e r  (a) or (b) of this s e c t i o n  if the m o t o r  v e h i c l e  is n o t  e q u i p p e d  

w i t h  s a f e t y  belts.

(d) A  p e r s o n  m a y  not r e m o v e  ^  s a f e t y  b e l t  f r o m  a v e h i c l e  s o l e l y  

to be e x e m p t e d  u n d e r  (c)(4) of this section.

(e) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  a n y  o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n  of law, a p e a c e  o f f i c e r  

m a y  n o t  stop or d e t a i n  a m o t o r  v e h i c l e  to d e t e r m i n e  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  

(a) o f  this section, or i s s u e  a c i t a t i o n  for a v i o l a t i o n  o f  (a) of 

this s e ction, u n l e s s  the p e a c e  o f f i c e r  has p r o b a b l e  cause to stop or

d e t a i n  the( m o t o r  v e h i c l e  o t h e r  than for a v i o l a t i o n  of (a) o f  this
v  ____ -......

section.

* Sec. 2. AS  2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 6 (a).is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of  p u b l i c  saf e t y  m a y  a d opt r e g u l a t i o n s  to 

e x e m p t  a p e r s o n  [CHILD] or a class o f  p e r s o n s  [CHILDREN] f r o m  the 

r e q u i r e m e n t s  of A S  28.05 . 0 9 5  if the c o m m i s s i o n e r  d e t e r m i n e s  that the
I -— ■---- * —  
u s e  of a [CHILD/] safety d e v i c e  is i m p r a c t i c a l  b e c a u s e  of p h y s i c a l  or 

m e d i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  of the p e r s o n  or class of p e r s o n s  [ C H I L D ] .

* Sec. 3. A S  2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 9  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 9 .  PENALTY. (a) A  p e r s o n  c o n v i c t e d  of a v i o l a t i o n

of AS 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 5 ( a )  or (d) [(c)] is g u i l t y  of an i n f r a c t i o n  and m a y  be

f i n e d  up to $15 [ASSESSED D E M E R I T  P O I N T S  AS  D E T E R M I N E D  BY R E G U L A T I O N S  

O F  T H E  D E P A R T M E N T ,  N O T W I T H S T A N D I N G  THE P R O V I S I O N S  O F  AS 2 8 . 1 5 . 2 3 1 ( b ) ] .

(b) A  p e r s o n  c o n v i c t e d  of a v i o l a t i o n  of AS 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 5 ( b )  is 

g u i l t y  o f  an i n f r a c t i o n  and m a y  be a s s e s s e d  d e m e r i t  points as d e t e r­

m i n e d  b y  r e g u l a t i o n s  of the department, n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  the p r o v i s i o n s  

of AS 28.15 . 2 3 1  (b) . A p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  AS 28.05.095(b) [AS 2 8 . 0 5 . -

f p r  095(a)] b y  f a i l i n g  to p r o v i d e  a c h ild s a f e t y  device or s a f e t y  be l t

^  J  [SEATBELT] m a y  p r o v i d e  a p e a c e  officer, i n c l u d i n g  a v i l l a g e  s a f e t y

H
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off i c e r ,  p r o o f  of p u r c h a s e  or a c q u i s i t i o n ,  a n d  i n s t a l l a t i o n ,  of an 

a p p r o v e d  c h i l d  s a f e t y  device or s a f e t y  b e l t  [SEATBELT]. If the p r o o f  

is p r o v i d e d  w i t h i n  30 days a f t e r  the i s s u a n c e  of  a c i t a t i o n  for the 

i n f r a c t i o n ,  the c o u r t  shall d i s m i s s  the c i t a t i o n  a n d  no po i n t s  s h all 

be a s s e s s e d  u n d e r  this s u b s e c t i o n  [(a) OF T H I S  SECTION] u n l e s s  the 

p e r s o n  has

(1) b e e ^  c o n v i c t e d  p r e v i o u s l y  for v i o l a t i n g  that s e c t i o n  by 

f a i l i n g  to p r o v i d e  a c h i l d  saf e t y  d e v i c e  or s a f e t y  b e l t  [SEATBELT];

(2) b e e n  c i t e d  for f a i l u r e  to p r o v i d e  a c h i l d  sa f e t y  d e v i c e  

or s a f e t y  b e l t  [SEATBELT] and h a s  f o r f e i t e d  the b a i l  r e q u i r e d  b y  the 

c i t a t i o n ;  or

(3) p r o v i d e d  the p r o o f  r e q u i r e d  b y  this s u b s e c t i o n  o n  a 

p r i o r  occas i o n .

-3- C S H B  167(Jud)
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Original sponsors: Cotten, Ulmer,
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I

I

IN THE H O U S E  3Y T H E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E  j

CS F O R  H OUSE S I L L  NO. 167 (Judiciary)

IN T H E  LEG ISL A T U R E  OF THE STATE O F  A L A S K A  

FI F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N
|

A  SILL

For an A c t  entitled: 1,An Act relating to m a n d a t o r y  use of safety devices :
j

in m o t o r  vehicles.*' j
J

BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T E E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE STATE OF ALASKA:
I

*  S e c t i o n  1. AS 28.05.095 is repealed a n d  re enacted to read:

Sec. 28.05.095. USE O F  S AFE TY D E V I C E S  REQUIRED. (a) E x c e p t  as ; 

p r o v i d e d  in (c) cf this section

(1) a p e rson 16 years of age or o l d e r  may not o c c u p y  a 

m o t o r  v e h i c l e  w h i l e  in opera tion unless r e s t r a i n e d  h y  a safety belt; 

and

(2) a p erso n m a y  not operate a m o t o r  v e hicle unless r e­

strained b y  a safety belt. , I

(b) E xcept as provided in (c) of this section, a driver m a y  not

transport a child u n d e r  the age of 16 in a m o t o r  v e h i c l e  u n l e s s  the j

d river has p r o vided  and properly secured each child as d e s c r i b e d  in 

this subsection. If the child is less than four years of age, the

child shall be properl y secured in a child safety device m e e t i n g  the

standards of the U n i t e d  States Dep art m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  for a 

child safety device for infants. If the child is four but not yet 16 

years of age, the child shall be prop e r l y  secured in a child safety 

device approved for a child of that age and size b y  the U n i t e d  States 

D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  or in a s afety belt, w h i c h e v e r  is a p p r o­

priate  for the p a r t i c u l a r  child.

(c) Subsections (a) and (b) do not apply to

(1) passengers  in an e m e r gency vehicle*

- 1 -  C S H B  1 6 7 (Jud)
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'I
(2) a v e h i c l e  operator a c t i n g  in the course of employment 

2 delivering m a i l  o r  newspapers, from inside the v e h i c l e  to roadside mail

or n e w s p a p e r  boxes;3;

o
•I
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(3) a p e r s o n  or class of persons e x e m p t e d  b y  regulation 

under AS 28.05.096; o r )

(4) a p e r s o n  re quired to be restrained by safety belts 

under (a) o r  (b) of this section if the m o t o r  v e hicle is not equipped 

with safety belts^' -̂  j v> r (^Cp>

(d) A  p e r s o n  m a y  not remove a safety belt from a v e h i c l e  solely 

to b e  e x e m p t e d  u n d e r  (c)(4) of this section.

(e) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  an y ocher p r o v i s i o n  of law, a peace officer 

may not stop or detain a m o t o r  v e h i c l e  to determivie compliance with 

(a) of this section, or issue a citat ion for a v i o l a t i o n  o f  (a) of 

this section, u nless the peace officer has p r o bable cause to stop or 

detain the m o t o r  v e h i c l e  other than for a v i o l a t i o n  of (a) of this 

section.

~ Sec. 2. AS 28.05.096(a) is amended to read:

(a) T he connnissior.er of public s afety m a y  adopt regulations to 

exempt a p e r s o n  [CHILD] or a class of persons [CHILDREN] from the 

requirements o f  AS 28.05.095 if the c o m m i s s i o n e r  determines that the

23
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use of a safety b e l t  or c hild safety d e v i c e  is impractical because of

[ C H I L D ] .

* Sec. 3. AS 28.05.099 i3 amen ded to read:

Sec. 28.05.099. PENALTY. (a) A  p e r s o n  convicted of a violation 

of AS 28.05.095(a) or (d) [(c)] is g uilty of an infraction  and may be 

fined up to 815 [ASSESSED D E M E R I T  POINTS AS D E T E R M I N E D  BY REGULATIONS 

OF THE DEPARTMENT, N O T W I T H S T A N D I N G  T HE P R O V I S I O N S  O F  AS 28.15.231(b)].

(b ) A p erson convicted of a v i o l a t i o n  of AS 23.05.095(b) la 

CS1IE 167 (Jud) -2-
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physical or m e d i c a l  conditions of the person or class of persons j



guilty of an Infrac t i o n  an d m a y  be as sessed demerit poinf.3 as deter­

min e d  by r e g u l a t i o n s  of the department, n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  the provisions 

of AS 2 8 . 1 5 . 2 3 1 ( b ) . A  p e r s o n  w h o  violates A S  23.05.095(b) [AS 28.05.- 

095(a)] b y  f a ilin g to p r o v i d e  a child s afety  device or s afe ty belt 

[SEATBELT] m a y  p r o v i d e  a peace officer, i n c l u d i n g  a v i llage safety 

officer, p r o o f  of p u r c h a s e  or acquisition, and installation, of an 

approved c h i l d  safety device or safety b e l t  [SEATBELT], If the proof 

is pro vided w i t h i n  30 days after the issuance o f  a c i t a t i o n  for the 

infraction, the court shall dismiss the c i t a t i o n  and no points shall 

be assessed u n d e r  this subsection [(a) 0? T H I S  SECTION] unless the I 

person has

(1) been c o n v i c t e d  previously for v i o l a t i n g  that section by j
I

failing to p r o v i d e  a child  safetv device or s a fety belt [ S E A TBELT ] ;

(2) b e e n  cited for failure to p r o v i d e  a child safety device 

or safety belt [SEATBELT] a nd has forfeited the bail requi red by the 

citation; or

(3) p r o v i d e d  t h e  p r o o f  r e q u i r e d  b y  this s u b s e c t i o n  o n  a 

p r i o r  o c c a s i o n .

-3 - C S H B  1 6 7 (Jud)
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5 - 0 6 5 9 L
F o r d
A / 3 / 8 7

O r i g i n a l  sponsors C o c t e n ,  Ulmer, 
K o p o n e n ,  et al.

IN T H E  H O U S E BY T H E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E  

C3 F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 167 (Judiciary)

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  STATE OF A L A S K A  

F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST S E S S I O N

A  BI L L

For an A c t  entitled: " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to m a n d atory u s e  o f  s a f e t y  d e v i c e s

i n  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 2 8 . 0 5 . C 9 5  is r e p e a l e d  and r e e n a c t e d  to read:

Sec. 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 5 .  U S E  O F  S A F E T Y  D E V ICES R E Q U I R E D .  (a) E x c e p t  as 

p r o v i d e d  in (c) o f  this section, a person m a y  n o t  o c c u p y  a . m o t o r

7 7v e h i c l e  while in o p e r a t i o n  u n l e s s  r e s t r a i n e d  b y  a s.

(b) Except as  p r o v i d e d  in (c) of this s e c t i o n ,  a dri v e r  m a y  n o t  

tr a n s p o r t  a c h i l d  u n d e r  the age of 16 in a m o t o r  v e h i c l e  u n l e s s  the 

d r i v e r  has p r o v i d e d  a n d  p r o p e r l y  s e c u r e d  each c h i l d  as d e s c r i b e d  in 

this subsection. If the c h i l d  is less than f o u r  y e a r s  of  age, the 

c h i l d  shall be p r o p e r l y  s e c u r e d  in a child s a f e t y  de v i c e  m e e t i n g  the 

s t a n d a r d s  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  for a 

c h i l d  safety d e v i c e  for infants. If the child is f o u r  but not yet 16 

y e a r s  of age, t h e  c h i l d  shall b e  p r o p e r l y  s e c u r e d  in a c hild s a f e t y

d e v i c e  approved f o r  a c h i l d  of that age and size b y  the U n i t e d  States 

D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  or in a _sea.-tbelt, w h i c h e v e r  is a p p r o p r i­

ate for the p a r t i c u l a r  child.

(c) S u b s e c t i o n s  (a) and (b) do not apply to

(1) pas iri- in an e m e r g e n c y  vehicle;
I

(2) a ’ ae r a t o r  a c t i n g  in the c o u r s e  of e m p l o y m e n t

d e l i v e r i n g  mail o r  1 ;>yr.papers f r o m  in s i d e  the v e h i c l e  to r o a d s i d e  m a i l  

or n e w s p a p e r  b o x e s  ;

(3) a p e r s o n  or class of persons e x e m p t e d  by r e g u l a t i o n

- 1-  C S H B  1 6 7 (Jud)
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u n d e r  AS 28.05.096;

(4) a p e r s o n  r e q u i r e d  to be r e s t r a i n e d  b y  seat'belts u n d e r

(a) or (b) of th i s  s e c t i o n  if the m o t o r  v e h icle is not e q u i p p e d  w i t h

s'ea-tb e 1 1 s

(d) A  p e r s o n  m a y  n o t  r e m o v e  a s e atbelt f r o m  a v e h i c l e  s o l e l y  to

be e x e m p t e d  u n der (c)(4) of this section.

(e) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  any o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n  of law, a p e a c e  o f f i c e r  

m a y  n o t  stop or d e t a i n  a m o t o r  v e h i c l e  to d e t e r m i n e  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h

(a) or (b) of this section, or i s s u e  a cit a t i o n  f o r  a v i o l a t i o n  of (a) 

or fb) of this s e c t i o n ,  u n l e s s  the p e a c e  officer h a s  p r o b a b l e  c a u s e  to 

stop or detain the m o t o r  v e h i c l e  o t h e r  than for a v i o l a t i o n  of (a) or)

(b) o f  this section.

Sec. 2. AS 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 6 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) The c o m m i s s i o n e r  of p u b l i c  s a f e t y  m a y  a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  to 

e x e m p t  a person [CHILD] or a class o f  persons [CHILDREN] f r o m  the 

r e q u i r e m e n t s  of A S  2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 5  if the c o m m i s s i o n e r  d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  the 

u s e  of a [CHILD] s a f e t y  d e v i c e  is i m p r a c t i c a l  b e c a u s e  of p h y s i c a l  or 

m e d i c a l  conditions o f  the p e r s o n  or class of p e r s o n s  [CHILD].

Sec. 3. AS 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 9  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 28,05.099. PENALTY. (a) A  p e r s o n  c o n v i c t e d  of a v i o l a t i o n

of AS 28.05.095 (a~ , (b) ,  ̂or (d) [(c)] is guilty o f  an  i n f r a c t i o n  a n d

jnav J3jeu_fj.ned^ p _ j t o ^ $ 2 £ ^ j ^ I n / ^ d d i t i o n  "to the fi n e  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r

. „ r u
thrs section, a p e r s o n  convicterd of a v i o l a t i o n  of A S  28.05 .095 (b)‘ma y

be a s s e s s e d  demerit p o i n t s  as d e t e r m i n e d  b y  r e g u l a t i o n s  of the d e p a r t -

v
meat, n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  the p r o v i s i o n s  of AS 2 8 . 1 5 . 2 3 1 ( b ) .

'fbj) A p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  AS 2&>.Q5.095 (b) [AS 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 5 ( a ) ]  b y  

:ail/Lng to prov i d e  a c h i l d  s a f e t y  d e v i c e  N o r  s e a t b e l t  m a y  p r o v i d e  a 

peacie officer, i n c l u d i n g  a v i l l a g e  s a f e t y  offtqer, p r o o f  of  p u r c h a s e  

o r \ a o q u i s i t i o n ,  a n d  i n s t a l l a t i o n ,  o f  an approved ot^ild s a f e t y  d e v i c e  

CSHB 167 (Jud)'v  . \ / ' ^ ^ ( \ )  ~ 1 ~
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or seatbelt. If the p r o o f  is p r o v i d e d  w i t h i n  30 days a f t e r  the i s s u­

ance of a c i t a t i o n  for the infraction, the c ourt s h a l l  d i s m i s s  the 

c i t a t i o n  and no poi n t s  s h a l l  be a s s e s s e d  u n d e r  (a) o f  this s e c t i o n  

un l e s s  the p e r s o n  has

(1) b e e n  c o n v i c t e d  p r e v i o u s l y  for v i o l a t i n g  that s e c t i o n  b y  

f a i l i n g  to p r o v i d e  a c h i l d  s a f e t y  d e v i c e  or seatbelt;

(2) b e e n  c i t e d  for f a i l u r e  to p r o v i d e  a c h i l d  s a f e t y  d e v i c e  

or s e a t b e l t  and has f o r f e i t e d  the ba i l  r e q u i r e d  by  the citation; or

(3) p r o v i d e d  the p r o o f  r e q u i r e d  by  this s u b s e c t i o n  on a 

p r i o r  occasion.

-3- C S H B  16 7( Jud)
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A  M  E N D M E H T

O f f e r e d  in the H O U S E B y  the J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e

TO: CS H B  167 (Jud)

Page 2, line 9:

D e l e t e  "or (b)"

Page 2, line 10:

D e l e t e  "or (b)"

Page 2, lines 11-12:

D e l e t e  "or (b)"

Page 2, line 21:

D e l e t e  " , ( b ) , "

Page 2, lines 22-23:

D e l e t e  " In a d d i t i o n  to the fine e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  this section, a " 

Insert "A"

A f t e r  "AS 2 8 . 0 5 , 0 9 5 fb)" :

I nsert "is g u i l t y  of a v i o l a t i o n  and"

 (V  -



/
A M E N D M E N T

Page 1, line 11:

O f f e r e d  in the H O U S E

Delete

TO: CSHB 1 6 7 ( J u d i c i a r y )

By G r u e n b e r g

Insert " ( 1 ) M 

A f t e r  "person":

Insert "16 yea rs of age or older"

Page 1, lines 12 - 13:

Delete "or child safety device" 

Insert "; and

(2) a p e r s o n  m a y  not o p e rate a m o t o r  vehicle unless r e­

strain ed by a s afety belt"

-1- 4 / 1 4 / 8 7
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P a g e  2, li n e  4:

D e l e t e

I n s e r t  or

(5) a m o t o r  v e h i c l e  e x e m p t  u n d e r  AS 2 8 . 1 0 . 0 1 1 M

Gifj-»*ed in the H O U S E

TO: C S H B  167(Jud)

By the J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e

- 1 - 4 / 1 3 / 8 7
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A M E N D M E N T

O f f e r e d  in the H O U S E  B y  the J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e

TO: C S H B  167(Jud)

P a g e  1, line 11, a f t e r  "(c)":

I n s e r t  " a n d  (d)"

P a g e  2, a f t e r  line 4:

I n s e r t  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

"(d) S u b s e c t i o n  (a) does n o t  a p p l y  to a m o t o r  v e h i c l e  e x e m p t  

u n d e r  A S  28.10.011 (11) . "

R e l e t t e r  the f o l l o w i n g  s u b s e c t i o n s  a c c o r d i n g l y .

Pa g e  2, line 21:

D e l e t e  " (d)"

I n s e r t  " ( e ) "

- 1 - 4 / 1 3 / 8 7
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L E G A L I T Y  U N D E R  T H E  U.S. C O N S T I T U T I O N  
O F  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T I O N  R E Q U I R I N G  U S E  O F  S A F E T Y  B E L T S

by

A r t h u r  S. M i l l e r ,  P r o f e s s o r  of L a w  
N a t i o n a l  L a w  O e n ter, G e o r g e  W a s h i n g t o n  U n i v e r s i t y

W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C.

C a n  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t s  r e q u i r e  t h a t  s a f e t y  b e l t s  be u s e d  by 
d r i v e r s  a n d  p a s s e n g e r s  in a l l  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s  u s i n g  s t a t e  h i g h­
w a y s ?  T h e  a n s w e r  to t h a t  q u e s t i o n ,  u n d e r  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  d e p e n d s  u p o n  an  e v a l u a t i o n  of the " d u e  p r o c e s s  of  

la w "  c l a u s e  o f  the 1 4 t h  A m e n d m e n t .  A  s e c o n d a r y  p r o b l e m  r e l a t e s  to 
i n t e r s t a t e  c o m m e r c e .

T h e  1 4 t h  A m e n d m e n t  s a y s  in p a r t  t h a t  a s t a t e  c a n n o t  " d e p r i v e  
a n y  p e r s o n  o f  life, l i b e r t y ,  o r  p r o p e r t y ,  w i t h o u t  d u e  p r o c e s s  o f  

l a w . . . "  T h e  p r e c i s e  q u e s t i o n  is w h e t h e r  the l i b e r t y  p r o t e c t e d  b y  t h a t  
c l a u s e  w o u l d  be  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  t a k e n  a w a y  if s a f e t y  b e l t s  w e r e  
m a d e  m a n d a t o r y .  E v e n  t h o u g h  the r e q u i r e m e n t  w o u l d  be e n f o r c e d  by 
m e a n s  of a s m a l l  m o n e t a r y  fine, by no  m e a n s  c o u l d  t h a t  b e  s a i d  to 
b e  a t a k i n g  of o n e ' s  p r o p e r t y .  O f  c o u r s e ,  " l i f e "  is n o t  i n v o l v e d

U n d e r  e x i s t i n g  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  law, it is c l e a r  t h a t  s a f e t y  
b e l t  u s e  la w s  w o u l d  be h e l d  t o  be c o n s t i t u t i o n a l .  The r e a s o n s  
f o r  t h i s  i n c l u d e  the f o l l o w i n g :

1. A l t h o u g h  the d u e  p r o c e s s  c l a u s e  is n o t  d e f i n e d  in t h e  
C o n s i t u t i o n ,  it h a s  t a k e n  on m e a n i n g  t h r o u g h  the m e d i u m  of S u p r e m e  
C o u r t  d e c i s i o n s .  It is b e y o n d  d i s p u t e  t h a t  the c l a u s e  does not 
s t a t e  a n  " a b s o l u t e " ;  a s t a t e  m a y  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  o n e ' s  l i b e r t y  at 
c e r t a i n  ti m e s .  (In l i k e  m a n n e r ,  life c a n  be taken, as in c a p i t a l  
p u n i s h m e n t ,  a n d  e v e n  p r o p e r t y  c a n  be t a k e n  w i t h o u t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  in 
c e r t a i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s . )

2. H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  d u e  p r o c e s s  r e f e r r e d  to the p r o c e d u r e  that 
g o v e r n m e n t  e m p l o y e d  in d e a l i n g  w i t h  a p e r s o n ' s  life, l i berty, o r  
p r o p e r t y .  In o t h e r  w o r d s ,  it d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  m e t h o d  by w h i c h  
g o v e r n m e n t  a c t e d  to d e p r i v e  a p e r s o n  of his life, h i s  lib e r t y ,  or 
h i s  p r o p e r t y .

B y  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  
b a s i s  o f  due p r o c e s s  has b e e n  e x p a n d e d  to i n c l u d e  t h e  " s u b s t a n t i v e "  
a s p e c t s  of r e g u l a t i o n  —  t h a t  is, of w h a t  g o v e r n m e n t  is doing.
F o r  e x a m p l e ,  c a n  a b u s i n e s s  f i r m ' s  l i b e r t y  to e n t e r  into c o n t r a c t s  
be l i m i t e d  by laws d e a l i n g  w i t h  m i n i m u m  w a g e s  and m a x i m u m  h o u r s ?
T h e  a n s w e r  is c l e a r l y  " y e s . "  S a f e t y  b e l t s  a n d  t h e i r  r e q u i r e d  use 
e n t a i l s  a " s u b s t a n t i v e  d u e  p r o c e s s "  q u e s t i o n .

3. T h a t  q u e s t i o n ,  in f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  is w h e t h e r  a g i v e n  
r e g u l a t i o n  i n t e r f e r i n g  w i t h  a p e r s o n ' s  l i b e r t y  is " r e a s o n a b l e , "  
t h a t  is, h a s  a " r a t i o n a l  b a s i s . "  The a n s w e r ,  q u i t e  c l early, f o r  
s e a t  b e l t s  is t h a t  s u c h  a r a t i o n a l  b a s i s  e x i s t s .



•4 T h e  " r a t i o n a l  b a s i s " :  It has b e e n  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h a t

s a f e t y ’be l t s ,  w h e n  Vised, recfuce the r i s k s  of d e a t h  a n d  i n j u r y  
of b o t h  d r i v e r  a n d  p a s s e n g e r s  to a s i g n i f i c a n t  d e g r e e .  F u r t h e r­
m o r e  b e l t s  a s s i s t  a d r i v e r  in m a i n t a i n i n g  c o n t r o l  of a v e h i c l e  
u n d e r  a d v e r s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  b e l t s  p r e v e n t  p a s s e n g e r s  
in b o t h  f r o n t  a n d  r e a r  s e a t s  f r o m  i n t e r f e r i n g  w i t h  the d r i v e r ' s  
a b i l i t y  to c o n t r o l  the v e h i c l e .  G i v e n  t hese c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  a s t a t e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  c o u l d  r e a s o n a b l y  c o n c l u d e  th a t  s e a t  b e l t  use s h o u l d  
be r e q u i r e d .  T h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  d o u b t l e s s  w o u l d  u p h o l d  s u c h  
l e g i s l a t i o n  or r e g u l a t i o n .

A d m i t t e d l y ,  s o m e  c o n t r a r y  e v i d e n c e  c o u l d  be  p r o d u c e d ,  t e n d i n g  
to s h o w  t h a t  in s o m e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  s o m e  d r i v e r s  a n d  s o m e  p a s s e n­
ger s  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  i n j u r e d  by s a f e t y  b e l t s .  H o w e v e r ,  the p r e­
p o n d e r a n c e  of e v i d e n c e  is t h a t  s a f e t y  b e l t s  do in f a c t  p r o t e c t  

a g a i n s t  d e a t h  a n d  i n j u r y .

A  l e g i s l a t i v e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  th a t  s a f e t y  b e l t  u s e  is n e c e s s a r y  
f o r  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y  of d r i v e r s  a n d  p a s s e n g e r s  (and, p o s s i b l y ,  

of p e d e s t r i a n s )  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  th a t  the p e r s o n  c h a l l e n g i n g  it p r o v e  

t h a t  t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  w a s  u n r e a s o n a b l e .  T h a t  w o u l d  be  m o s t  
d i f f i c u l t ,  p e r h a p s  i m p o s s i b l e ,  to do.

5. B y  a n a l o g y :  S t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t s  a t  t i m e s  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  the
p e r s o n a l  f r e e d o m s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s .  T h e  o b v i o u s  e x a m p l e s  are c o m­
p u l s o r y  la w s  f o r  v a c c i n a t i o n  a g a i n s t  s m a l l p o x  o r  o t h e r  c o n t a g i o u s  
d i s e a s e .

In s o m e  r e s p e c t s ,  a u t o m o b i l e  a c c i d e n t s  m a y  b e  l i k e n e d  to an 
e p i d e m i c .  A b o u t  4 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  p e d p l e  a r e  i n j u r e d  in v e h i c l e  a c c i d e n t s  
in the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  e a c h  year. M o r e  t h a n  5 6 , 0 0 0  a r e  k i l l e d  a n n u a l l y .  
If s u c h  a r a t e  of d e a t h  a n d  a c c i d e n t  w e r e  the r e s u l t  of, say, a 
c h o l e r a  e p i d e m i c ,  t h e r e  w o u l d  be no q u e s t i o n  w h a t s o e v e r  t h a t  
v a c c i n a t i o n s  c o u l d  be r e q u i r e d .  T h e  l i b e r t y  of a n  i n d i v i d u a l  d o e s  

n o t  i n c l u d e  the l i b e r t y  to e n d a n g e r  o t h ers, or to t a k e  u n r e a s o n a b l e  
r i s k s  w i t h  h i s  o w n  life.

S i m i l a r l y ,  p e r s o n a l  l i b e r t y  has n e v e r  b e e n  h e l d  to o u t l a w  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  of, f o r  e x a m p l e ,  h e l m e t s  by m o t o r c y c l e  r i d e r s  a n d  
a p p r o p r i a t e  s a f e g u a r d s  by s u c h  h i g h - r i s k  a c t i v i t i e s  as s k y­
di v i n g .  In li k e  m a n n e r ,  a p e r s o n  c a n  be l a w f u l l y  p r e v e n t e d  
f r o m  s w i m m i n g  in w a t e r  t h a t  is s h a r k  i n f e s t e d  o r  w h e r e  s t r o n g  
r i p  t i d e s  e x i s t .  T h e  r e a s o n  is th a t  s o c i e t y  has a l w a y s  b e e n  h e l d  
to h a v e  a n  i n t e r e s t  in the s a f e t y  a n d  h e a l t h  of an  i n d i v i d u a l .  
A t t e m p t e d  s u i c i d e ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  has b e e n  m a d e  a c r i m e  in s o m e  s t a t e s .

S h o u l d  o n l y  o n e  s t a t e ,  o r  a few s t a t e s ,  r e q u i r e  s a f e t y  b e l t  use, 
t h e n  a c o n s i t u t i o n a l  a r g u m e n t  c o u l d  be m a d e  t h a t  th i s  u n d u l y  i n t e r­
f e r e d  w i t h  the p o w e r  of the f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  r e g u l a t e  i n t e r s t a t e  
c o m m e r c e  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to v e h i c l e s  f r o m  o u t s i d e  the s t a t e .  B u t  h e r e  
a g a i n ,  t h e  a r g u m e n t  is n o t  valid. A  s t a t e  c a n  m a k e  it a c o n d i t i o n  
of the u s e  o f  its h i g h w a y s  t h a t  s a f e t y  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  s u c h  as s p e e d



laws, be o b e y e d .  T o  r e q u i r e  s a f e t y  b e l t  use is a n a l o g o u s  Jo t h o s e  
laws A c c o r d i n g l y ,  s t a t e  laws r e q u i r i n g  b e l t  use w o u l d  n o t  be 
u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  as an i m p r o p e r  r e g u l a t i o n  of i n t e r s t a t e  c o m m e r c e .

F i n a l l y ,  f o r  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  to l e g i s l a t e  (or r e q u i r e  
bv a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r u l i n g )  the u s e  of  s e a t  b e l t s  w o u l d  be a n  e n t i r e l y  
v a l i d  use of  its p o w e r  to r e g u l a t e  i n t e r s t a t e  c o m m e r c e .  U n d e r  
e x i s t i n g  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  l a w , t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  c o m m e r c e  
p o w e r  r e a c h e s  to a c t i v i t i e s  q u i t e  r e m o t e  f r o m  a c t u a l l y  c r o s s i n g  
s t a t e  lines. F o r  e x a m p l e :  a law r e q u i r i n g  a d r u g g i s t  in a s m a l l
t o w n  to l a b e l  d r u g s  a c c o r d i n g  to f e d e r a l  s t a n d a r d s  is e n t i r e l y  
p r o p e r .  In a d d i t i o n ,  f e d e r a l  la w s  m a k i n g  s t r i c t l y  l o c a l  " l o a n­
sh a r k i n g "  a c r i m e  have b e e n  u p h e l d  by the S u p r e m e  C o u r t .  Also, 
r e s t a u r a n t s  s e r v i n g  the p u b l i c  c a n n o t  r e f u s e  to s e r v e  a n y o n e  on 
th e  b a s i s  o f  race, color, cre e d ,  o r  n a t i o n a l  o r i g i n ;  t h a t  w a s  
o u t l a w e d  by C o n g r e s s  in a s t a t u t e  u p h e l d  b y  t h e  S u p r e m e  Court.

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  if so d e s i r e d ,  C o n g r e s s  c o u l d  l i m i t  the u s e  of 
f e d e r a l  f u n d s  for h i g h w a y  u s e  by r e q u i r i n g  t h a t  s t a t e s  e n a c t  

s a f e t y - b e l t  use l e g i s l a t i o n  b e f o r e  the f u n d s  w o u l d  be r e l e a s e d .
T h i s ,  too, w o u l d  be valid, i n  m u c h  t h e  s a m e  w a y  t h a t  t h e  S u p r e m e  
C o u r t  u p h e l d  r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r b i d d i n g  s t a t e  e m p l o y e e s  p a i d  w i t h  
f e d e r a l  f u n d s  f r o m  e n g a g i n g  in p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  c o n t r a r y  to  
the H a t c h  Ac t .

O t h e r  l e g a l  a r g u m e n t s ,  s u c h  as  t h e  r i g h t  of p e r s o n a l  p r i v a c y  
w o u l d  be u n d u l y  i n f r i n g e d  by m a n d a t o r y  s a f e t y  b e l t s ,  s i m p l y  d o  n o t  
h o l d  w a t e r .  D r i v i n g  a v e h i c l e  o n  a p u b l i c  h i g h w a y  d o e s  n o t  
i n v o l v e  p r i v a c y .  It is a p u b l i c  a c t  w h i c h  m u s t  b e  done w i t h  due 
r e g a r d  to the s a f e t y  of o t h e r s ,  as w e l l  as the d r i v e r .

F i n a l l y ,  s o m e  s t a t e s  m i g h t  i m p o s e  m a n d a t o r y  s a f e t y  b e l t s  o n l y  
u p o n  new a u t o m o b i l e s  or a u t o m o b i l e s  a f t e r  a c e r t a i n  year. This, 
to some, m i g h t  m e a n  t h a t  p e o p l e  a r e  b e i n g  t r e a t e d  d i f f e r e n t l y  
in v i o l a t i o n  of the " e q u a l  p r o t e c t i o n "  c l a u s e  of the 1 4 t h  a m e n d­
ment.  H e r e ,  again, the a r g u m e n t  d o e s  not w a sh. T h a t  c l a u s e  has 
n e v e r  b e e n  h e l d  t o  m e a n  t h a t  a b s o l u t e  e q u a l i t y  of t r e a t m e n t  is 
n e c e s s a r y ,  b u t  o n l y  the u n r e a s o n a b l e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  or d i s c r i m i­
na t i o n s  a r e  o u t l a w e d .  A s  w i t h  d u e  p r o c e s s ,  it w o u l d  be h i g h l y  
u n l i k e l y  t h a t  the S u p r e m e  Court w o u l d  f i n d  th a t  " e q u a l  p r o t e c t i o n "  
d e m a n d e d  t h a t  all a u t o m o b i l e s ,  or w h a t e v e r  v i n t a g e ,  ha v e  s a f e t y  
belts. It w o u l d  be " r e a s o n a b l e "  t o  s t a r t  as of, say, 1964, 1966 
or 1968, w h i c h  in f a c t  m a n y  s t a t e s  a l r e a d y  do in c o n f o r m i n g  t h e i r  
s t a t e  laws to  f e d e r a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s .

S u m m a r y : T h e r e  is no c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  b a r r i e r  p r e v e n t i n g  the
s t a t e s  o r  the f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  r e q u i r i n g  use of s a f e t y  b e l t s  b v  
d r i v e r s  a n d  p a s s e n g e r s .  That s u c h  a l a w  m i g h t  be d i f f i c u l t  to 
e n f o r c e  is i r r e l e v a n t  t o  the q u e s t i o n  of w h e t h e r ,  u n d e r  the

W °^ld be v a l i d - L i t t l e  d o u b t  e x i s t s  as to the 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i t y  of s u c h  a r e q u i r e m e n t .



FREDRIC C. TAUSEND
800 W aterfron t Place 
1011 Western A venue . 

Seattle , W ashington 98104
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Ms. J e a n e t t e  G r e e n f i e l d  
E v e r g r e e n  S a f e t y  F o u n d a t i o n  
7600 S a n d  P o i n t  W a y  N.E.
S e a t t l e ,  W A  9 8 1 1 5

t

D e a r  J e a n e t t e :

I f a v o r  p a s s a g e  of H o u s e  B i l l  1 1 82, t h e  s e a t  
b e l t  b i l l ,  a n d  u r g e  y o u  t o  c o n s i d e r  it f a v o r a b l y .
A s  a l a w y e r  w h o  -has h a n d l e d  a n u m b e r  o f  c i v i l  
l i b e r t i e s  c a s e s  i t  s e e m s  t o  m e  t o  b e  a m o d e r a t e ,  
c a r e f u l l y  d r a w n  p i e c e  of l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  
s a v e  l i v e s ,  r e d u c e  s e r i o u s  i n j u r i e s  a n d  p r o b a b l y  

s a v e  t h e  p u b l i c  s u b s t a n t i a l  s u m s  in c o n s e q u e n t l y  
reduced- m e d i c a l  a n d  h e a l t h  c a r e  c o s t s .  T h e  o b j e c t i o n  
v o i c e d  b y  s o m e  t h a t  it i n t e r f e r e s  u n d u l y  w i t h  a n  
i n d i v i d u a l ' s  r i g h t  t o  t a k e  s u c h  r i s k s  w i t h  h i s  
o w n  s a f e t y  a s  h e  d a m n  w e l l  w a n t s  to, o v e r l o o k s  
t h e  t i m e  t e s t e d  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  m a n y  s i m i l a r  
r e g u l a t i o n s  w e  t a k e  f o r  g r a n t e d .

W h e n e v e r  a p e r s o n  is i n  a c a r  w i t h  o n e  o r  
m o r e  p a s s e n g e r s ,  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  a n y  o n e  of t h e m  
t o  w e a r  a s e a t  b e l t  m a k e s  t h a t  p e r s o n  a p o t e n t i a l  
d a n g e r  t o  t h e  o t h e r s  in t h e  e v e n t  o f  a n  a c c i d e n t .  
F u r t h e r  t h e r e  is e v i d e n c e  t h a t  u s e  o f  a b e l t  c a n  • 
a s s u r e  b e t t e r  d r i v e r  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  v e h i c l e  at  
t h e  t i m e  o f  a n  a c t u a l  or p o t e n t i a l  c o l l i s i o n .  T'hus 
t h e  s a f e t y  o f  p e r s o n s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  s e a t  b e l t  
w e a r e r  c a n  b e  e n d a n g e r e d  b y  a f a i l u r e  t o  w e a r  a 
s e a t  b e l t .  W h e r e  t h a t  p o t e n t i a l  e x i s t s ,  t h e  l a w  
h a s  a l w a y s  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  r e a s o n a b l e  
r e s t r a i n t s  o n  i n d i v i d u a l  c o n d u c t .  W h i l e  m a n y  
e x a m p l e s  c a n  b e  g i v e n  f r o m  v a c c i n a t i o n  to  d o g l e a s h  
laws, a n d  m a n d a t o r y  c a r r y  o n  b a g g a g e  i n s p e c t i o n  
p r i o r  to  a i r l i n e  b o a r d i n g ,  t h e  m o s t  c o m p a r a b l e  
r e g u l a t i o n  is t h e  F e d e r a l  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  a l l  
p a s s e n g e r s  a n d  c r e w  w e a r  s e a t  b e l t s  on  a i r p l a n e s  
a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t a k e  off, l a n d i n g  a n d  d u r i n g  p e r i o d s  
of t u r b u l e n c e .  T h e  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  t h i s  r e g u l a t i o n  
l e a v e s  t h e  p a s s e n g e r  w i t h  n o  c h o i c e .  I a t  l e a s t  
h a v e  n e v e r  s e e n  a p a s s e n g e r  r e f r a i n  w h e n  c o n f r o n t e d  
w i t h  a d i r e c t i v e  f r o m  a c a b i n  a t t e n d e n t  to  b u c k l e  
up.



800 Waterfront Place 

1011 Western. Avenue 

Seattle, Washington 08104

P a q e  T w o

U n d e r  t h e  p r o p o s e d  law, h o w e v e r ,  t h e  d r i v e r  
o r  p a s s e n g e r  d o e s  :h a v e  a c h o i c e .  H e  o r  s h e  c a n  
s i m p l y  pay. t h e  $ 2 0 . 0 0  f i n e  a n d  g o  o n  r i d i n g  b e l t l e s s  
s i n c e  t h e  l a w  d o e s  n o t  p e r m i t  a r r e s t s  f o r  f a i l u r e  
t o  w e a r  a s e a t  b e l t  a n d  o n l y  c o m e s  i n t o  e f f e c t  
if t h e  c a r  is s t o p p e d  f o r  s o m e  o t h e r  v i o l a t i o n  
o f  law. R a t h e r  t h a n  i n t e r f e r i n g  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l  
p r i v a c y  a n d  r i s k t a k i n g ,  i t  w i l l ,  o n  t h e  o n e  h a n d  
e n c o u r a g e  p r u d e n t  b e h a v i o r  b y  s e t t i n g  a s t a n d a r d ,  
a n d  o n  the- o t h e r  p r o v i d e  a m e c h a n i s m  w h e r e b y  t h o s e  
w h o  c h o o s e  t o  g o  belt'less c a n  h e l p  d e f r a y  t h e  
i n c r e a s e d  c o s t  o f  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  w h i c h  t h e y  h e l p  
c a u s e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

F r e d r i c  C. T a u s e n d  /

F C T r M B H



HB 1 6 7 MANDATORY U S E  O F  S A F E T Y  D E V IC E S

W I T N E S S E S :

M A R K  J O H N S O N

M I K E  LEWIS, D I V I S I O N  OF PUBLIC S A F E T Y ."

M I K E  M I L L E R , J U N E A U

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  F R O M  J U N E A U  CHAPTER, MADD.

F R A N K  BICKFORD, A L A S K A  SAFETY BEL T U S E  COALITION. 

J U N E A U  A R E A  H I G H  S C H O O L  STUDENT

THE LATEST: T H E  C O A L I T I O N  P ICKED  U P  965 N E W  S I G N A T U R E S  THIS 
PAST W E E K E N D  A T  THE A N C H O R A G E  HOME SHOW.

T H E R E  A R E  A  C OUPLE OF POINTS TH AT M A Y  BE B R O U G H T  U P  I,V 
C O M M I T T E E :

THE A G E  OF SOMEONE  TO BE CITED, S HOULD Y O U  L I M I T  CITAT IONS TO 
A  C E R T A I N  A G E  GROUP. ((OVER 14 O R  16.)

W H O  IS R E S P O N S I B L E  F O R  SEATBELTS BEING WORN? W H A T  IF A  14 
Y E A R  O L D  IS S T O P P E D  A N D  HIS M O T H E R  IS N O T  W E A R I N G  H E R  BELT?

H O W  W I L L  THIS A F F E C T  CHILD S AFETY DEVISES?

E L L E N  M O O R E  F R O M  P U BLIC SAFETY PREFERS T H A T  N O N - U S E  OF 
S E A T B E L T S  BE A  P R I MARY  OFFENSE, T H A T  THIS IS N O T  ENOUGH.
N I C E  I D E A  BUT N OT V E R Y  PRACTICAL. SHE SENT O V E R  A N O T H E R  
D I V I S I O N  OF P UB LIC S AFE TY P O S I T I O N  P A P E R  YESTERDAY. L E G A L  
D E P A R T M E N T  SAYS TO LEAVE B I L L  AS IS, M A K E  A N Y  CHAN GES IN 
C O M M I T T E E .

Y O U  D O N ' T  W A N T  TO W A T E R  DOWN THE C H I L D  R E S T R A I N T  LAW.



As required by AS 28.22.200(b), following is a list June 10, 1986

of areas that are exempt from the mandatory insurance 

law. As of 9/01/86 these areas are also exempt from 

vehicle registration per AS 28.10.011(11) amended in

1986 legislature. Napaiskak St. George 

St. Mary'sNapakiak

Adak Chignik Lake Kaktovik Nelson Lagoon St. Michael

Afognak Chisana Kalskag New Stuyahok St. Paul

Akhiok Christian Kaltag Newhalen Sanak

Akiachak Chuathbaluk Kanatak Newtok Sand Point

Akiak Clark's Point Karluk Nightmute Savoonga

Akolmivt Cold Bay Kasaan Nikolai Scammon Bay

AkulursK Crooked Creek Kashegelok Nikolski Selawik

Akutan Kasigluk Noatak Shageluk

Alakanuk Deering Katalla Nolan Shaktoolik

Alatna Diomede Kiana Nondalton Sheldon Point

Allakaket King Cove Noorvik Shemya

Amakaedori Edna Bay King Island Nuiqsut Shismaref

Ambler Eek Kipnuk Nulato Shungnak

Amchitka Egavik Kivalina Nunachuak Shungnak Village

£)Angoon Egegik Kiwalik N unapitchuk Skwentna

Aniak Ekuk Kobuk Nushagak Sleetmute

CAnnette Ekwok Kokhanok Nyac Snettisham

Anvik Elfin Cove Kokrines South Naknek

Arctic Village Elim Koliganek Old Harbor Squaw Harbor

Atka Emanguk Kongiganak Ophir Stebbins

Atkasuk Emmonak Kotlik Oscnrvil]e Stevens Village

Attu English Bay Kotzebue Ouzinkie Stony River

Excursion Inlet Koyuk Owl Village Stuyahok

oBaranof Koyukuk

Barrow False Pass Kvichak Pavlof Harbor Takotna

Beaver Flat Kwethluk Pedro Bay Taku Harbor

^-Bell Is. Hot Spgs. Fort Yukon Kwigillingok Pelican Tanana

Belkofski Fortuna Ledge Kwi guk - Pennock Island Tanunak

Belmezok Kwinhagak Perryville Tatitlek

Betties Galena Pikmiktalik Tenakee Spring -■

Betties Field Gambell Lake Minchumina Pile Bay Tetlin

0Biorka Golovin Larsen Bay Pilot Point Tin City

Birch Creek Goodnews Bay Latouche Pilot Station Todd

Brevig Mission Grayling Levelock Pitka's Point Togiak

Buckland Gustavus Lime Village Platinum Tokeen

Little Diomede Pt. Baker Toksook Bay

Candle Hawk Inlet Long Pt. Hope Tuluksak

Canyon Haycock Lower Kalskag Pt. Lay Tuntutuliak

CCape Pole Holy Cross Poorman Tununak

4 Cape Yakataga Hooper Bay Manokatak Port Alexander Twin Hills

Chalkyitsik Hughes Marshall Port Alsw o r t h Tyonek

Chandalar Huslia Mary's Igloo Port Ashton

Chaniliut M iyder McGrath Port Graham Ugashik

Chakaktolik Medfra Port Heiden Umiat

Chase Iditarod Mekor y u k  - Port Lions Unalakleet

Chatham Iguigig M e s h i k Port M o ller Unga

Cheching Igushik Metlakatla Port Wakefield

Chenik Iliamna Meyoryuk Venetie

Chefornak Ivanoff Bay 'Mieyers Chuck Quinhagak

Chernofski Moses Point Wainwright

Chevak Kachemak Mountain Village Rampart Wales

Chichagof Kaguyak Mumtrak Red Devil White Mountain

Chignik Kake Ruby Whittier

Chignik Lagoon Kakhcnak Napaimiut Russian Mission Wiseman

Woody Island

C o m p i l e d  b y  D M V , D r i v e r  S e r v i c e s



J O H N  SUND, R E P R E S E N T A T I V E

2504 2 n d  A venue  
K etch ikan , A la s k a  99901 

(907) 225-5552

C l i f f o r d  P u r v i s  
Box 586
W r a n g e l l ,  A l a s k a  9 9 9 2 9

F e b r u a r y  2 ,  1 9 8 8

D e a r  Mr. Purvis:

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  w r i t i n g  c o n c e r n i n g  H o u s e  B i l l  167, t h e  
m a n d a t o r y  s e a t  b e l t  bill.

I d i d  s u p p o r t  t h i s  b i l l  o n  t h e  H o u s e  Floor, f o r  s e v e r a l  
rea s o n s .  First, t h e  b i l l  w i l l  s a v e  lives; t h i s  h a s  b e e n  
c l e a r l y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  in o t h e r  s t a t e s .  D e a t h s  a n d  i n j u r i e s  
f r o m  a u t o  a c c i d e n t s  c o s t  all o f  u s  in h i g h  i n s u r a n c e  r a t e s  
a n d  s t a t e  s u p p o r t  f o r  m e d i c a l  care. S e c o n d ,  H B  167 w i l l  n o t  
t r i g g e r  t h e  F e d e r a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  a i r  bags. Third, 
t h e  l a w  s h o u l d  b e  e n f o r c e d  in an  u n o b t r u s i v e  m a n n e r ,  a s  it 
p r o v i d e s  for s e c o n d a r y  e n f o r c e m e n t  only.

T h i s  s e c o n d a r y  e n f o r c e m e n t  m e a n s  t h a t  t h e  p o l i c e  w i l l  n o t  b e  
a l l o w e d  t o  s t o p  v e h i c l e s  in o r d e r  t o  c h e c k  o n  s e a t  b e l t  u s e  - 
it is o n l y  w h e n  t h e  p o l i c e  a r e  s t o p p i n g  a v e h i c l e  for 
a n o t h e r  r e a s o n .  T h e  m a x i m u m  f i n e  is f i f t e e n  d o l l a r s ,  t h e r e  
is no  o t h e r  p e n a l t y .

T h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  p r o v i d e s  f o r  s e c o n d a r y  
e n f o r c e m e n t  a n d  h a s  a m a x i m u m  f i n e  o f  f i f t e e n  d o l l a r s  m a k e s  
it n o t  q u a l i f y  u n d e r  t h e  f e d e r a l  l a w  w h i c h  s t a t e s  t h a t  if 
e n o u g h  s t a t e s  p a s s  s e a t  b e l t  l a w s  a u t o  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  w i l l  
n o t  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  p r o v i d e  a i r  bags. A l a s k a ' s  s e a t  b e l t  
s t a t u t e  w i l l  h a v e  n o  i m p a c t  on t h e  a i r  b a g  c o n t r o v e r s y .

W e  a l s o  h a v e  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  S e n a t e  B i l l  153, w h i c h  w o u l d  
t a k e  a d i f f e r e n t  a p p r o a c h  to e n c o u r a g i n g  s e a t  b e l t  use. T h i s  
b i l l  w o u l d  r e d u c e  t r a f f i c  f i n e s  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  w e a r i n g  
s e a t  b e l t s  at  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  o f f e n s e .  A t  t h i s  t i m e  I t h i n k  
t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  is m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  b e  e n a c t e d  t h a n  H B  167.

T h a n k s  a g a i n  f o r  w r i t i n g .  P l e a s e  l e t  m e  k n o w  if t h e r e  is a n y  
f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  I c a n  p r o v i d e .

W h ile  in  Juneau  
P. O. B o x  V  

Juneau, A la s k a  99811 
(907) 465-4919



R e p .  J o h n  Sund,

P l e a s e  d o n , 1 1 s a d d l e  in. w i t h  a n y  f o r m  o f  

m a n d a t o r y  s e a t  b e l t  l a w .  ( H B  1 6 7 )

I r e a l i z e  t h a t  l o b b y i s t s  c a n  c o n v i n c e  m o s t  

a n y o n e  t h a t  b l a c k  i s  r e a l l y  w h i t e  a n d  t h a t  

. r e s u l t s  o f  p o l l s  a n d  t a b l e s  o f  s t a t i s t i c s  

m e a n  a n y t n i n g  t h e y  w a n t  t h e m  t o  s a y .  T h e y ' l l  

t r y  t o  c o n v i n c e  y o u  t n a t  t h e  p u b l i c  d e m a n d s  

a  s e n t  b e l t  l a w .  D o n ' t  l e t  t h e m  k i d  y o u .

T h e  B i g  A u t o  C o m p a n i e s ,  w i t h  t h e i r  m i l l i o n s  

o f  d o l l a r s  f o r  l o b b y i n g ,  a r e  p u s h i n g  s e a t  

b e l t  l a w s  s o  t h e y  w o n ' t  h a v e  t o  i n s t a l l  a i r ­

b a g s .  .7e, t h e  c o m m o n  p e o p l e  o f  A l a s k a ,  h a v e  

n e i t h e r  t h e  m o n e y  n o r  t h e  t i m e  t o  s u p p o r t  a n  

A n t i  S e a t  B e l t  l o b o y .  7 / e ' r e  t o o  b u s y  t r y i n g  

t o  m a k e  a  l i v i n g  f o r  o u r  f a m i l i e s .  T h a t  

d o e s ' n t  m e a n  w e ' r e  f o r  s u c h  a  lav/.

K a s s a c h u s e t t s  a n d  N e b r a s k a  a r e  t w o  s t a t e s  

w h e r e  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e

l o b b y i s t s  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  a n d  p a s s e d  

s e a t  b e l t  l a w s .  T h e  .-leople c a n e  a l i v e ,  g o t  

u p  r e f e r e n d u m s  a n d  t h r e w  t h e  l a w s  o u t .
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Clifford Purvis 
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T E N  GOOD REASONS 

W H Y  W E  NEED A  

SEATBELT L A W  

IN 

ALASKA

ALASKA HIGHWAY USERS FEDERATION 
FOR
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P.O. BOX 92665 
ANCHORAGE, AX 99509

AND



IN  ALASKA

One thing alone can save 35 lives a year, reduce the hardship and 

c o s t s  o f  over 600 injuries, sa v e  $5 m i l l i o n  w o r t h  of lo s t  labor, and 

d e c r e a s e  e c o n o m i c  l o s s e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  h i g h w a y  d e a t h  and i n j u r y  

a l one by as much as $13 million: WEARING T H E  SEATBELTS ALREADY IN OUR

CARS.

T h e s e  f a c t s  are ju s t  four of the r e a s o n s  A l a s k a  n e e d s  a l a w  

requiring seatbelt use. Although a major purpose of a Alaska seatbelt 

use law would be to promote the safety of drivers and passengers using 

their seatbelts, such a law would also:

p r o m o t e  the s a f e t y  of s t r e e t  and h i g h w a y  t r a v e l e r s  o t h e r  

than seatbelt users;

p r o m o t e  the p u b l i c  w e l f a r e  and s a f e t y  by r e d u c i n g  h i g h w a y  

deaths and injuries and public expenditures.

In o t h e r  words, if A l a s k a  r e q u i r e s  s e a t b e l t s  to be w o r n  —  

everyone can benefit!

T h e  q u e s t i o n s  and a n s w e r s  are the g o o d  r e a s o n s  w h y  w e  N E E D  a 

seatbelt law in Alaska!

IQ —  H o w  m a y  p e o p l e  are k i l l e d  in t r a f f i c  a c c i d e n t s  in A l a s k a  

annually?

A  —  In 1985, t h e r e  w e r e  127 t r a f f i c  a c c i d e n t  fatalities. 
This number includes pedestrians, motor vehicle drivers 
and passengers, bicyclists and motorcyclists.

2Q —  How many people are injured in traffic accidents?

A —  Over 7,500 drivers, passengers, pedestrians and cyclists 
were injured in 1985.


