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Add i 1.ion 1 1 Revenues:

1 ho iucn.*,isaid revenues are p ro jec ted upon increases in pena ltie s as fu llow s :
lype o f 
o 1

V io la t io n
l:Y 117

V io la tions /P ena l t ie s
FY 00

V io la t ions/Penal t ie s
FY 09

V io la tions /P ena l Lies
FYJ0 

V io la tions /P ena l t ie
Repea 1 30 $10,700 20 $ 142,000 10 $71,400 5 $35,700
Serious 250 45,000 190 604,000 125 450,000 100 360,000
1,1 i l  m u to 

Aha to
1 300 2 6,000 0 0 0 0

W il l fu l 0 0 1 30,000 0 0 0 0
Proposed 
Penal t ie s

$56,000 $062,000 $521,400 ($395,700)

Less p e in lty  reduction ($10,400) 
as a res il l .  o f negotia ted 
sol Lleme.its and unco 1 le c t­
io le pen.-) 1 Lies

($302,000) ($102,500) ($130,500)

less
Current Revenues (37,520) (37,520) (37,520) (37,520)
Add i t i on 1 1 Revenues 0 $523,200 $301,300 $219,600
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OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR

KARLA L.FOnnYTHE 
STAFF COUNSEL

303 K St'«»t
Ancho.’tyn. A «9Va 8*301

(00?) 2C-1-0223

February 9, 1987

Representative John Sund 
C.ialr, House Judiciary Committee 
P. 0 , Box V  
Juneau, Alaska 9981 1
Dear Representative Sund:

You asked the Alaska Court System to Indicate Its position regarding CS for 
House Bill Number 53, an act relating to penalties for violation of workplace 
safety laws,

T his measure would appear to Iiroact the courts In two ways. In general, this 
bill substantially increases both the civil and criminal penalties for O S H A  
violations. Citations which subject offenders to a civil penalty are Initially 
processed through the department, but ultimately can be appealed to the courts 
for admlnlsttative review. According to information provided by the Department 
of Labor, very few cases are appealed, and those that are appealed generally 
are remanded for further action. Even with the substantial Increase in the 
penalty, the workload for thf courts should not increase to the point that 
additional judicial or cleric0' -sources would be required to process these 
cases.

The second area of lmL appears In Sections 5 and 6, which substantially 
Increase criminal fines for wllfull or repeated O S H A  violations. Again, the 
Department of Labor Indicates that action Is rarely brought against offenders 
under these sections. It appears that any additional workload impact on the 
court could also absorbed,



Representative John Sund 
February 9, 1987 
Page T w o

I hope this Information Is helpful to the committee. Please let me know If you 
have any questions,

KLF :bs

cc: Representative Nlllo Koponen
Representative Peter Coll 
Representative Mike Davis
Arthur H. Snowden, II, Administrative Director

Sincerely

Karla L, Forsythe 
Staff Counsel

2/9/87-1
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STATE OF ALASKA 19S7 LEG ISLAT IVE  SESSION 
F ISCAL NOTE

Bill Version : HB 53
    -  Publish Date : -______

Revision D . e :__________________________
Tide:_ “ An Act, re la t in g  to  pena ltie s 
fo r  v io la t io n  o f workplace sa fe ty laws1

Sponsor: Kooonen 2 nd Go I I_____________
Requestor: Hqikq HFS5__________________
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BRU: Occupational Safety and______
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Prepared by: 
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Labor Standarcs and Safety
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Agency: ______  '  hr  'r'

)jr-i vAfT>ncnn - S'* ’ Date:
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Distribution (by preparer ): 
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget 
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Senate Secretary
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Febru a r y  11, 198/

FEBU®7
Hon. John Sund, Chairman 
House J u d i ciary  Committee 
Pouch V
Juneau, Al aska 99811

RE: HB 53 Penalties for S a f e t y  Violations

Dear John:

I am concerned that this bill will w o r k  an u n n e c e s s a r y  
hards h i p  on employers. The r e d u c t i o n  of the m a x i m u m  p e n a l t y  
to $ 10 ,000., for a so c alled serious violation, is still too 
high. That coupled with the m i n i m u m  p e n a l t y  of $1,000. is 
c l e a r l y  excessive and sure to force the employer to appeal 
almost ever y penalty. The appeal process will be very 
c o s t l y  and probably prohi b i t i v e  to a small business.

It doesn't seem that the s e a food pro ces s i n g  indus t r y  is 
such a safety hazard that large fines are b e i n g  imposed.
The m a x i m u m  penalt y imposed on a seafoo d proc essor in the 
past 15 months was $560.00, and that was for failure to post 
a safety poster. In fact, d u ring the past 15 months there 
have been only 31 safety viol ations w h e r e  a civil p e nalty 
was imposed on a seafood processor. Of the m a n y  hundreds of 
seafood process ing plants in Alaska only 13 were cited for 
any v i o l at ion during that time. Consid e r i n g  that our 
i n d ustry is the largest private employer in this state I 
don't think that is a poor record.

As the bill now reads a fine of $500. w o uld jump to 
over $5,000. and it w o u l d  not be unusual for a pla nt to have 
v iola tions of several regulations d u r i n g  one inspection. If 
y ou failed to d i spla y a poster, one employee took out their 
ear plugs and another w a l k e d  into a hardhat area not w e a r i n g  
it (even though the employer p r o v i d e d  them) the p e n a l t y  
w o u l d  be close to $20,000. That seems excessive.

Vice P r e s ident and 
A laska Manager
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T E R M S  O F  I M P R I S O N M E N T  AND A U T H O R I Z E D  FINES IN R E VISED C R I M I N A L  C O D E

M A X I M U M  FINES - PERSONS
F I R S T
FELONY

S ECOND
F ELONY

T H I R D
F ELONY

Sexual  A s s a u l t  in 
the F i r s t  Degree? 
Se x u a l  A b u s e  of a 
M i n o r  in the F i r s t  
D egree

4 - [ 8’ 30

5 - \  J? *-30

7*5- [15] -30 12*5- [25] -30

"A" F e l o n y 2fs— [5] -20 

3*5- [7] **-20
5- [ 1 0]-20 7*5- [15] -20

"B" F e l o n y 0- 10*** 0-[4]-1 0 3 - [6]-10

"C" F e l o n y 0-5*** 0-[2]-5 0-[3]-5

a

KEY

**

***

H u m b e r  in b r a c k e t  is p r e s u m p t i v e  sentence. N u m b e r  to 
left is lowes t m i t i g a t e d  sentence. N u m b e r  to r igh t is 
h i g h e s t  a g g r a v a t e d  sentence.

T e n  y e a r  p r e s u m p t i v e  t e r m  a p p l i e s  if d e f e n d a n t  p o s s e s s e d  
c. firearm, used a d a n g e r o u s  i n s t r u m e n t  or c a used serious 
p h y s i c a l  injury.

S e v e n  y e a r  p r e s u m p t i v e  t e r m  a p p l i e s  if first A  felony 
c o n v i c t i o n ,  o t h e r  than m a n s l a u g h t e r ,  and d e f e n d a n t  
p o s s e s s e d  a firearm, u s e d  a d a n g e r o u s  i n s t r u m e n t  or c a u s e d  
se r i o u s  p h y s i c a l  i njury or d i r e c t e d  o f fense at peace 
o f f i c e r  or o t h e r  e m e r g e n c y  responder.

P r e s u m p t i v e  s e n t e n c i n g  m a y  apply  if o f f e n s e  d i r e c t e d  at 
p e a c e  o f f i c e r  or other e m e r g e n c y  responder.

Murder, K idnapping,
Sexual A s s a u l t  I, 
M i s c o n d u c t  I n v o l­
ving C o n t r o l l e d  
Su b s t a n c e  I - $75,000

A, B, or C F e l o n y  - $50,000
A  m i s d e m e a n o r  - $ 5,000
B m i s d e m e a n o r  - $ 1,000
V i o l a t i o n  - $ 300

M A X I M U M  FI NES - O RGANI Z A T I O N S

All o f f enses - $100,000 or 
3 X p e c u n i a r y  gain - 
w h i c h e v e r  is g r ea ter

M A X I M U M  T E R M  OF I M P R I S O N M E N T  
FOR M I S D E M E A N O R S ________________

A  m i s d e m e a n o r  - 1 year 
B m i s d e m e a n o r  - 90 days

S E N T ENCES FOR 
U N C L A S S I F I E D  F E L O N I E S

M u r d e r  I: 20-99 years
M u r d e r  II, K i dna pping, 

M i s c o n d u c t  I n v o l­
vin g  C o n t r o l l e d  
Su b s t a n c e  I: 5-99 years

5-1



HICDEMEAHQRS AI ID VIOLATIONS

A

C o n c e a lm e n t  o f  M e r c h a n d i s e
S S 0 - ? 5 0 n

AS 1 1 . 4 0 . 2 2 0 ( c ) ( I I
R emova l  o f  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n
Ma rk s  5 5 0 - S 5 0 0

AS 1 1 .  4 6 . 2 6 0 ( b )  ( 2 )
U n l a w f u l  P o s s e s s i o n  t o f
A l t e r e d  P r o p e r t y )  . 5 5 0 - S 5 O 0  

AS 1 1 . 4 6 . 2 7 0 ( b ) ( 2 )
I s s u i n g  a Bad C h e c k ,
$ 5 0 - 5 5 0 0

AS 1 1 . 4 6 . 2 8 0 ( d ) ( 3 )
F r a u d u l e n t  Use  o f  C r e d i t
C a r d ,  $ 5 0 - 5 5 0 0

AS 1 1 . 4 6 . 2 0 5 ( b ) ( 2 )
O b t a i n i n g  a C r e d i t  C a r d  by
F r a u d u l e n t  Means  

AS 1 1 .  4 6 .  2 9 0  ( a )  ( 3 )
C r i m i n a l  T r e s p a s s  I  

AS 1 1 . 4 ' . 3 2 0
C r i m i n a l l y  N e g l i g e n t  B u r n i n g  

AS 1 1 . 4 6 . 4 3 0

F a i l u r e  t o  C o n t r o l  o r  R e p o r t  
a D a n g e r o u s  F i r e  

AS 1 1 . 4 6 . 4 5 0

C r i m i n a l  M i s c h i e f  I I I  
AS 1 1 . 4 6 . 4 9 4

F o r g e r y  I I I  
AS 1 1 . 4 6 . 5 1 0

C r i m i n a l  S i m u l a t i o n ,  
$ 5 0 - 5 5 0 0

AS 1 1 . 4 6 . 5 3 0  (b )  ( 2 )
O b t a i n i n g  a S i g n a t u r e  by 
D e c e p t i o n

AS 1 1 . 4 6 . 5 4 0
C r i m i n a l  I m p e r s o n a t i o n  

AS 1 1 . 4 6 . 5 7 0

M i s a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  P r o p e r t y  
l e s s  t h a n  5 5 0 0  

AS 1 1 . 4 6 . 6 2 0
D e c e p t i v e  B u s i n e s s  P r a c t i c e s  

A S ' 1 1 . 4 6 . 7 1 0

M i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  U s e  o f  
a P r o p e l l e d  V e h i c l e  

AS 1 1 . 4 6 . 7 2 0

B

I s s u i n g  a Bad Ch e c k  l e s s  
t h a n  550

AS 1 1 . 4 6 . 2 8 0
F r a u d u l e n t  Use  o f  a C r e d i t  
C a r d  l e s s  t h a n  5 5 0  

AS 1 1 . 4 6 . 2 8 5 ( b ) ( 3 )
C r i m i n a l  Ti s n a s s  I I  

AS 1 1 . 4 6 . 3 3 0

C r i m i n a l  M i s c h i e f  17  
AS 1 1 . 4 6 . 4 8 6

C r i m i n a l  S i m u l a t i o n ,  l e s s  
t h a n  55 0

AS 1 1 . 4 6 . 5 3 0  (b )  ( 3 )
U n l a w f u l  E v a s i o n  I I  

AS 1 1 . 5 6 . 3 5 0

H i n d e r i n g  P r o s e c u t i o n  I I  
AS 1 1 . 5 6 . 7 8 0

I m p e r s o n a t i n g  a P u b l i c  
S e r v a n t

AS 1 1 . 5 6 . 8 3 0
D i s o r d e r l y  C o n d u c t  

AS 1 1 . 6 1 . 1 1 0  ( 1 0  d a y  
max iinum)

H a r a s s m e n t  
A? 11 .61.120

P r o m o t i n g  an E x h i b i t i o n  o f  
F i g h t i n g  A n i m a l s  ( S e c o n d  
O f f e n s e )

AS 1 1 . 6 1 . 1 4 5
O b s t r u c t i o n  o f  H i a hw a y s  

AS 1 1 . 6 1 . 1 5 0

M i s c o n d u c t  I n v o l v i n g  
Weapons  l i t  

AS 1 1 . 6 1 . 2 2 0
C r i m i n a l  P o s s e s s i o n  o f  
E x p l o s i v e s  w i t h  I n t e n t  t o  
Commi t  A o r  B M i s d em e a n o r  

AS 1 1 . 6 1 . 2 4 0 ( b ) ( 5 )
P r o s t i t u t i o n  

AS 1 1 . 5 6 . 1 0 0

M i s c o n d u c t  I n v o l v i n g  Con ­
t r o l l e d  S u b s t a n c e s  V I  

AS 1 1 . 7 1 . 0 6 0
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Method of Penalty Adjustment

Non-Serious and Serious Violations

A. Adjustment for gravity of violation1 The Gravity Based Penalty results 
from an up to 90% reduction of starting penalty calculated using the 
following formula:

% Reduction = Severity Factor + Probability Factor x 10 = 0-90%

$10,000
Gravity Based Penalty = % reduction x starting penalty of or

$ 5,000

Gravity Based Penalty for a Serious Violation = $1,000-$10,000

Gravity Based Penalty for a Non-Serious Violation = $ 500-$ 5,000

B. The Gravity Based Penalty is then reduced by as much as 80% for:

1. Size of business (“ of employees) = up to 40% reduction
2. Good Faith = up to 30% reduction
3. No Prior History of Violations = up 10% reduction

Range of Final Adjusted Penalty for Serious = $1,000-$10,000
Non-Serious = $ 100-$ 5,000

Severity Factor: The severity of the injury or illness that could
result from the hazard on a scale of 1-10.

1 - 3 Injury or illness not resulting in hospitalization or temporary 
reversible illness requiring minor treatment.

7 - 1 0  Injuries including permanent disability or chronic, irreversible 
illness or death.

Probability Factor: The probability that the injury or illness would
occur due to the hazard on a scale of 1-10 taking into consideration 
number of workers exposed, frequency or duration or exposure, employee 
proximity, working conditions such as lighting.



II. Failure to Abate

Gravity Based Penalty = $1,000-210,000
Maximum adjustment for: size 40%

good faith 30% 
history 10%

$ 200-$2,000/per day

No adjustment for: size
good faith 
History

$1 ,000-21 0,000/per day
III. Posting Violations 

Current penalties for posting set by Federal OSHA by policy x 5 

Posters [$ 60-2100] x 5 = $300-2500 

Injury/Illness
List for that [$100-2200] x 5 = $500-21,000 
Worksite

Failure to Post
A Citation [$250-2300] x 5 = $1,250-22,500

^ Issued by DOL

>

IV. Repeated Violations

Original Serious : $1,000-210,000 x 2 First Repeat $ 2,000-220,000
Violations x 4 Second Repeat $ 4,000-225,000

x 10 Third Repeat $10,000-225,000

V. Willful Violations: Penalty for willful violations = Gravity Based
Penalty x 10

$1,000-210,000 x 10 = $10,000-225,000
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EXAMPLES OF VIOLATIONS

1 . Serious Violation: Unguarded saw used once a month
INITIAL AND 

ADJUSTED PENALTY

Initial Penalty $10,000
Gravity Based Penalty reduced 90% for low $ 9 ,000-

probabi li ty/<-■_ ver i ty 
Final Penalty $ 1,000

2. Serious Violation: Trench not shored in unstable ground

Initial Penalty $10,000
No Reduction for Gravity Based Penalty 
Probability of collapse high, 0% adjustment
Severity is high = death _______
Final Penalty $10,000

Minimum adjustment for size, good faith, S history = 0% $10,000
>100 employees = 0% reduction for size
Poor overall safety of worksite = 0% for good faith
History of multiple, previous, uncorrected violations =0% for history _______
Final Penalty $10,000

Maximum adjustment for size, good faith & history = 80% $ 2,000-
<10 employees
Overall safety conditions of the rest cf the worksite is 

good
No previous history of violation

3. Non-Serious Violation: failure to monitor asbestos level in air

Initial Penalty $ 5,000
Gravity Based Penalty = 90% reduction 500

(does not directly cause death, injury or illness)

<10 employees = 40% reduction
Overall safety conditions = 30% reduction

(inadequate effort to protect/incorrect 
respirators in use)

New employer, no previous violations = 10% reduction
80% reduction

$500 x .80 = $400
$500 - $400 = $100 Final Penalty

4. Repeated Violations

Original Serious : $1,000-$10,000 x 2 First Repeat $ 2,000-$20,000
Violations x 4 Second Repeat $ 4 ,000-$25,000

x 10 Third Repeat $10,000-$25,000

5. Willful Violations: Penalty for willful violations = Gravity Based
Penalty x 10 $1,000-$10,000 x 10 = $10,000-$25,000



Sample of Penalty Structure

Other-than-Serious: 

Number of Employees' 

3
50200

1

Present Penalty

$60
$240
$300

Penalty under 
CSHB 53

$300
$ 1,200
$1,500

Serious:

Number of Employees 

3
13
65

300

Present Penalty

$60
$240
$450
$550

Penalty under
CSrlP 53

$ 1,000
$2,400
$4,500
$5,500

Repeated Violations:’ 

lumber of Employees 

3
13
65200

Present Penalty

$120
$480
$900

$1,100

Penalty under 
CSHB 53

$ 1,200
$4,800
$9,000

$11,000
Willful Violations: 

Number of Employees 

3
50100

Present Penalty

$1,800
$2,400
$5,000

Penalty under 
CSHB 53

$18,000
$24,000
$25,000

*It is the department's current policy not to assess a penalty for 
"other" violations unless 10 or more violations are found at the worksite.

2Each example for a certain number of employees is assuming a different 
set of circumstances from actual case files.

3If the violation is repeated a second time, the original penalty is 
multiplied by four and if it is repeated a third time the original penalty is 
multiplied by 10.



4
Failure to Abate Violation:

Penalty ur-^er
Number of Employees Present Penalty CSHB 52

3 S450 S4,500
13 S750 $7,500
65 $1,050 $10,500

300 $1,350 $13,500

Postina Violations:

Present Penalty

Failure to post the "Safety
and Health Protection on the
Job" poster $60-$100

Failure to post the "Annual 
Summary of Occupational
Injuries and Illnesses" form $100-S200

Failure to pOL.. a citation issued
by the Department of Labor $250-$500

Failure to post the "Right-to-Know
poster $60-$100

Penalty under 
CSHl 53

$500-$500

$500-51000

$1,250-52,500

$300-$500

Criminal Willful:'

Present Penalty 

$ 10,000
Penalty under HB 51 

$150,000

Note the maximum penalty under HB 53 for each day a violation is 
uncorrected is $10,000. In calculating these penalties it is assumed that the 
violation was uncorrected for 5 days.

5The department has never issued a criminal willful violation; however, 
if such a violation was found, the department would ask for the maximum 
penalty allowed under the law.
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TER M S  OF IMPRI S O N M E N T  AND A U T H O R I Z E D  FINES IN R E V I S E D  C R I M I N A L  C O D E

F IRST
FELONY

S ECOND
F E L O N Y

T H I R D
F E L O N Y

S exua l A s s a u l t  in 
the F i r s t  Degree; 
S exual A b u s e  of a 
M i n o r  in the F i r s t  
D e g r e e

4-[8]-30

5 -[10]*-30

7*5- {15] -30 12*5- [25] -30

"A" F e l o n y 2*5-[5]-20 

3*5-17] **-20
5 - [ 1 0]-20 7*5- [15 ] -20

"B" F e l o n y 0- 10*** 0 1 1 (-* O 3 - [6]-10

ui "C" F e l o n y
M

0-5***

IT)1CN1O 0 - [ 3]-5

KEY

N u m b e r  in b r a c k e t  is p r e s u m p t i v e  sentence. N u m b e r  to 
left is lo west m i t i g a t e d  sentence. N u m b e r  to r i g h t  is 
h i g h e s t  a g g r a v a t e d  sentence.

* T e n  year p r e s u m p t i v e  term a p p lies if d e f e n d a n t  p o s s e s s e d  
a firearm, used a d a n g e r o u s  i n s t r u m e n t  or c a u s e d  serious 
p h y s i c a l  injury.

** S e v e n  y e a r  p r e s u m p t i v e  t e r m  a p p l i e s  if first A  f elon y 
conviction, o t h e r  than man sla u g h t e r ,  and d e f e n d a n t  
p o s s e s s e d  a firearm, u s e d  a d a n g e r o u s  i n s t r u m e n t  or c a u s e d  
serious p h y s i c a l  injury or d i r e c t e d  o f f e n s e  at p e a c e
o f f i c e r  or o t h e r  e m e r g e n c y  responder.

*** P r e s u m p t i v e  s e n t e n c i n g  may apply if o f f e n s e  d i r e c t e d  at
pe a c e  o f f i c e r  or o ther emerg e n c y  responder.

M A X I M U M  F I N E S  - PERSONS

Murder,  K i d n a p p i n g ,
S e x u a l  A s s a u l t  I, 
M i s c o n d u c t  I n v o l­
ving  C o n t r o l l e d  
S u b s t a n c e  I - $75,000

A, B, or C F e l o n y  - $50,000
A  m i s d e m e a n o r  - $ 5,000
B m i s d e m e a n o r  - $ 1,000
V i o l a t i o n  - $ 300

M A X I M U M  F I N E S  - O R G A N I Z A T I O N S

A l l  o f f e n s e s  - $100,000 or 
3 X p e c u n i a r y  g a i n  - 
w h i c h e v e r  is g r e a t e r

M A X I M U M  T E R M  OF I M P R I S O N M E N T  
F O R  M I S D E M E A N O R S ________________

A  m i s d e m e a n o r  - 1 y e a r  
B m i s d e m e a n o r  - 90 days

S E N T E N C E S  F O R  
U N C L A S S I F I E D  F E L O N I E S

M u r d e r  I: 20-99 years
M u r d e r  II, K i d n a p p i n g ,  

M i s c o n d u c t  I n v o l­
vin g  C o n t r o l l e d  
S u b s t a n c e  I: 5-99 years
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MISDEMEANORS ADD VIOLATIONS

C o n c e a lm e n t  o f  M e r c h a n d i s e  
S 5 0 - 5 5 0 0

AS 1 1 .  4 A . 2 ’’ 0 ( c )  ( 2 )
I s s u i n g  a Pad Chec k  l e s s  
t i t an $50

AS 1 1 . 4 6 . 2 8 0
R emova l  o f  I d e n t i f i c a t i r’ n 
Ma r k s  S 5 0 - S 5 0 0

AS 1 1 . 4 5 . 2 6 0 ( b ) ( 2 )
F r a u d u l e n t  Use  o f  a C r e d i t  
C a r d  l e s s  t h a n  $ 5 0  

AS 1 1 .  4 6 .  2 8 5  (b )  ( 3 )
U n l a w f u l  P o s s e s s i o n  ( o f  
A l t e r e d  P r o p e r t y ) , $ 3 0 - 5 5 0 0  

AS 1 1 . 4 6 . 2 7 0 ( b ) ( 2 )
C r i m i n a l  T r e s p a s s  I I  

AS 1 1 . 4 6 . 3 3 0

I s s u i n g  a Bad C h e c k ,  
$ 5 0 - 5 5 0 0

AS 11 . 4 6 . 2 8 0  (d )  ( 3 )
C r i m i n a l  M i s c h i e f  I V  

AS ) 1 . 4 6 . 4 8 6

F r a u d u l e n t  Use  o f  C r e d i t  
C a r d ,  $ 5 0 - 5 5 0 0

AS 1 1 . 4 6 . 2 0 5 ( b ) ( 2 )
C r i m i n a l  S i m u l a t i o n ,  l e s s  
t h a n  $ 5 0

AS 1 1 . 4 6 . 5 3 0 ( b ) ( 3 )
O b t a i n i n g  a C r e d i t  C a r d  by  
F r a u d u l e n t  Means  

AS 1 1 . 4 6 . 2 9 0 ( a ) ( 3 )
U n l a w f u l  E v a s i o n  I I  

AS 1 1 . 5 6 . 3 5 0

C r i m i n a l  T r e s p a s s  I  
AS 1 1 . 4 6 . 3 2 0

H i n d e r i n g  P r o s e c u t i o n  I I  
AS 1 1 . 5 6 . 7 8 0

C r i m i n a l l y  N e g l i g e n t  B u r n i n g  
AS 1 1 . 4 6 . 4 3 0

I m p e r s o n a t i n g  a P u b l i c  
S e r v a n t

AS 1 1 . 5 6 . 8 3 0
F a i l u r e  t o  C o n t r o l  o r  R e p o r t  
a D a n g e r o u s  F i r e  

AS 1 1 . 4 6 . 4 5 0
D i s o r d e r l y  C o n d u c t  

AS 1 1 . 6 1 . 1 1 0  ( 1 0  d a y  
max imum)

C r i m i n a l  M i s c h i e f  I I I  
AS 1 1 . 4 6 . 4 9 4

H a r a s s m e n t  
AS 1 1 . 6 1 . 1 2 0

F o r g e r y  I I I  
AS 1 1 . 4 6 . 5 1 0

P r o m o t i n g  an  E x h i b i t i o n  o f  
F i g h t i n g  A n i m a l s  ( S e c o n d  
O f f e n s e )

AS 1 1 . 6 1 . 1 4 5

C r i m i n a l  S i m u l a t i o n ,  
$ 5 0 - 5 5 0 0

AS 1 1 . 4 6 . 5 3 0 ( b ) ( 2 )

O b s t r u c t i o n  o f  H ig hways  
AS 1 1 . 6 1 . 1 5 0

O b t a i n i n g  a S i g n a t u r e  by 
D e c e p t i o n

AS 1 1 . 4 6 . 5 4 0

M i s c o n d u c t  I n v o l v i n g  
Weapons  I I I  

AS 1 1 . 6 1 . 2 2 0

C r i m i n a l  I m p e r s o n a t i o n  
AS 1 1 . 4 6 . 5 7 0

C r i m i n a l  P o s s e s s i o n  o f  
E x p l o s i v e s  w i t h  I n t e n t  t o  
Commi t  A o r  B M i s d em ea n o r  

AS 11 . 6 1  . 24 0  (b )  ( 5 )

M i s a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  P r o p e r t y  
l e s s  t h a n  $ 5 0 0  

AS 1 1 . 4 6 . 6 2 0

P r o s t i t u t i o n  
AS 1 1 . 5 6 . 1 0 0

D e c e p t i v e  B u s i n e s s  P r a c t i c e s  
AS 1 1 . 4 6 . 7 1 0

M i s c o n d u c t  I n v o l v i n g  Con­
t r o l l e d  S u b s t a n c e s  V I  

AS 1 1 . 7 1 . 0 6 0

M i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  Use  o f  
a P r o p e l l e d  V e h i c l e  

AS 1 1 . 4 6 . 7 2 0



MISDEMEANORS AND VIOLATIONS

D e f r a u d i n g  C r e d i t o r s ,  $ 5 0 0
o r  l e s s

AS 1 1 , 4 6 . 7 3 0
C r i m i n a l  N o n s u p p o r t  

AS 1 1 . 5 1 . 1 2 0
C o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  D e l i n ­
q u e n c y  o f  a M i n o r  

AS 1 1 . 5 1 . 1 3 0
U n l a w f u l  M a r r y i n g  

AS 1 1 . 5 1 . 1 4 0
R e c e i v i n g  U n l a w f u l  G r a t u ­
i t i e s  

AS 1 1 . 5 6 . 1 2 0
Un sworn  F a l s i f i c a t i o n  

AS 1 1 . 5 6 . 2 1 0
E s c a p e  IV  

AS 1 1 . 5 6 . 3 3 0
U n l a w f u l  E v a s i o n  I  

AS 1 1 . 5 6 . 3 4 0
P r o m o t i n g  C o n t r a b a n d  I I  

AS 1 1 . 5 6 . 3 8 0
T am p e r i n g  w i t h  a W i t n e s s  I I  

AS 1 1 . 5 6 . 5 4 5

S i m u l a t i n a  L e a a l  P r o c e s s  
AS 1 1 . 5 6 . 5 2 0

R e s i s t i n g  o r  I n t e r f e r i n g
w i t h  A r r e s t  

AS 1 1 . 5 6 . 7 0 0
Ha rm in g  a P o l i c e  Dog I I  

AS 1 1 . 5 6 . 7 1 0
CcmDoundina 

AS 1 1 .  56. ' 79 0
Mak i ng  a F a l s e  R e p o r t
AS 1 1 . 5 6 . 8 0 0
T am p e r i n g  w i t h  P u b l i c
R e c o r d s

AS 1 1 . 5 6 . 8 2 0
O f f i c i a l  M i s c o n d u c t  

AS 1 1 . 5 6 . 8 5 0
M i s u s e  o f  C o n f i d e n t i a l
I n f o r m a t i o n  

AS 1 1 . 5 6 . 8 6 0
M i s c o n d u c t  I n v o l v i n g  a
C o r p s e

AS 1 1 . 6 1 . 1 3 0
C r u e l  t v  t o  A n im a l s  

AS - i - t  r 6 - b : l  4 0



MtMUHANDUM State of Alaska

m R i c h a r d  A r a b ,  D e p u t y  D i r e c t o r  DATt F e b r u a r y  3 ,  1 9 8 7
L a b o r  S t a n d a r d s  & S a f e t y  
D e p a r tm e n t  o f  L a b o r  -  J u n e a u  f il e  n o :

TELEPHONE NO: 2 7 6 - 3 5 5 0
fro *  G ra c e  B e r g  S c h a i b l e  s u b j e c t : Amending AS 1 8 . 6 0 . 0 9 5 ( e )

A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l

n H a r t  DeYoung  
s i s t a n t  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l

I  s p o k e  w i t h  Dean G u a n e l l i  a b o u t  w h e th e r  T i t l e  11 c o u l d  
co ve r  t h e  c o n d u c t  p r o h i b i t e d  i n  AS 1 8 . 6 0 . 0 9 5 ( e ) .  No e x i s t i n g  
s t a t u t e  i n  t h e  c r i m i n a l  code  c o v e r s  t h e  k i n d  o f  c o ndu c t  t h a t  o u r  
s t a t u t e ,  AS 1 8 . 6 0 . 0 9 5 ,  c o v e r s .  AS 1 1 .  A 1 . 1 3 0 ,  c r i m i n a l l y  n e g l i g e n t  
h om ic id e ,  and  AS 1 1 .  41 . 2 0 0 - .  2 2 0 ,  a s s a i i l t ,  c o u l d  work  i n  a p p r o p r i -  
a t e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  The p r o b l e m  w i t h  th e  c r i m i n a l  code  i s  t h a t  
the d e f e n s e  o f  c o n t r i b u t o r y  n e g l i g e n c e  p r o b a b l y  a p p l i e s .  F o r  
examp le ,  i n  t h e  W i k e r  c a s e ,  t h e  d e f e n s e  w ou ld  be  t h a t  t h e  d a n g e r  
was so  o b v i o u s  t h a t  t h e  w o r k e r  s h o u l d  h av e  p e r c e i v e d  t h e  r i s k  and 
t h a t  t h i s  n e g l i g e n c e  was a c a u se  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  h i s  d e a t h .
AS 1 8 . 6 0 . 0 9 5 ( e ) ,  on  t h e  o t h e r  h an d ,  i s  an e f f o r t  t o  t r a n s f e r  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  w o r k e r  s a f e t y  t o  t h e  e m p l o y e r  and t h i s  k i n d  o f  
d e fe n se  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  a p p r o p r i a t e .

D ean  G u a n e l l i ' s  p r e f e r e n c e  i s  t o  w o rk  w i t h  AS 1 8 . 6 0 . 0 9 5  , 
r a t h e r  t h a n  r e l y  on  t h e  c r i m i n a l  c o d e .  He h a s  r e s e r v a t i o n s  a b o u t  
the m e n t a l  s t a t e  i n  AS 1 8 . 6 0 . 0 9 5 ,  w i l l f u l  o r  r e p e a t e d ,  and w ou ld  
l i k e  t o  s e e  t h i s  amended .  He i s  more c o m f o r t a b l e  w i t h  t h e  m e n t a l  
s t a t e s  s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h e  c r i m i n a l  c o d e .  F o r  e x am p le ,  r e c k l e s s n e s s  
might b e  a p p r o p r i a t e - - a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  r i s k  and c o n s c i o u s  
d i s r e g a r d  o f  i t .  He i s  a l s o  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  h i s  l a c k  o f  f a m i l ­
i a r i t y  w i t h  OSHA and  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  a b ody  o f  c a s e  l aw  
e x i s t s  i n t e r p r e t i n g  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  AS 1 8 . 6 0 . 0 9 5  t h a t  c o u l d  
re spond  t o  h i s  c o n c e r n s .  Dean  was awa re  t h a t  a b i l l  was p e n d in g  
t h a t  w o u ld  c h a ng e  t h e  p e n a l t i e s .  He p a s s e s  on t o  G a y l e  H o r e t s k i  
o f  t h e  c r i m i n a l  d i v i s i o n  h i s  c o n c e r n s  on t h i s  s u b j e c t .  I f  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G r u e n b e r g  w an t s  more  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  he may wan t  t o  
c o n t a c t  G a y l e  ( 4 6 5 - 3 4 6 0 ) .

I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  be  k e p t  a d v i s e d  o f  any  amendments .
JHD:jg

02-001A(fWc.««S)



CHAPTER VI

PENALTIES

A. Civil Penalties.

1. Type of Violation as a Factor. In proposing civil penalties for 
violations, a distinction is made between serious violations and all 
other violations. There is no statutory requirement that a penalty 
be proposed when the violation is not serious; but a penalty must
be proposed when the violation is serious. The maximum penalty that 
may be proposed for a serious or an other than serious violation 
is 51,000. In the case of willful or repeated violations, a civil 
penalty of up to 510,000 may be proposed. For other specific viola­
tions of AS 18.60.010—  .105, civil penalties of up to 51 ,000 may be 
proposed. Penalties for failure to abate a violation may be up to 
51,000 for each calendar day that the violation continues beyond the 
stated abatement date.

2. Serious and Other tnan Serious Violations. AS 18.60.095(b) provides 
that any employer wno has received a citation for an alleged viola­
tion of the Statute which is determined to be of a serious nature shall 
be assessed a civil penalty of up to 51,000 for each violation.
(See D0SH PD 86-10 for current congressional exemptions and limita­
tions placed on penalties.) AS 18.60.098(c) provides that, when the 
violation is specifically determined not to be of a serious nature, 
a proposed civil penalty of up to 51,000 may be assessed for each 
violation. AS 18.60.095(g) provides that, when a violation of a 
posting requiremenc is cited, a civil penalty of up to 51,000 
shall be assessed.

a. Penalty Factors. AS 18.60.095(h) provides that penalties shall 
be assessed on the basis of four factors.

(1) The gravity of the violation,

(2) The size of the business,

(3) The good faith of the employer, and

(4) The employer's history of previous violations.

b. Amount of Penalty. Using procedures for calculating penalties 
as outlined in this chapter, gravity-based penalties for viola­
tions shall range from 5100 to 51,000 for each violation. (See

| the D0SH PD 86-10 for current congressional exemptions and
limitations placed on penalties.)

c. Minimum Penalty. The following guidelines apply:
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(1) When the adjusted proposed penalty for a serious violation 
is calculated, it shall not be less than $60.

(2) When the adjusted proposed penalty for an other-than-serious 
violation (citation item) would amount to less than $60,
no penalty shall be proposed for that violation.

(3) When, however, there is a citation item for a posting 
violation, this minimum penalty amount does not apply 
with respect to that item since penalties for such items 
are mandatory under the Statutes.

Gravity of Violation. The gravity of the violation is the 
primary factor in determining penalty amounts. It shall be the 
basis for calculating the basic penalty for both serious and 
other violations.

(1) To determine the gravity of a violation tne following two 
factors shall be considered:

(a) The severity of the injury or illness which could 
result from the alleged violation.

(b) The probability that an injury or illness could occur 
as a result of the alleged violation.

(2) The size of the business, the good faith of the employer 
and the history of previous violations shall be taken into 
account in deciding whether the gravity-based penalty 
shall be reduced.

Severity Factor. The classification of the alleged violations 
as serious or other than serious, in accordance with the instruc­
tions in Chapter IV of the Compliance Manual, is base on the 
severity of the injury or illness which could result from the 
violation. This classification constitutes the first step in 
determining the gravity of the violation. The most serious 
type of injury or illness which is reasonably predictable as 
a result of the type of accident or health hazard exposure 
shall be assigned a severity factor in accordance with the 
following:

Injury/Illness Severity

Category l--0ther than serious violations. 0

Category II — Injuries/illnesses not resulting
in hospitalization or temporary, reversible
illnesses requiring minor supportive treatment. 1-3

(Table Continued)
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Category 1 1 1 - - In ju r y / i11 nesses re su l t in g  in 
h osp i ta l iza t ion  or temporary, revers ib le  i l l ­
nesses with a var iable but l im i ted  period of 4-6
d i s a b i l i t y .

Category iV— In ju r ies  involving permanent d i s a b i l i t y  
or chronic, i r re v e rs ib le  i l lnesses or death. 7-10

NOTE: Categories I I ,  I I I ,  and IV apply to serious v io la t io n s .
The penalty fo r  other than serious v io la t io ns  shal l  be calcu­
lated in accordance with A .2 .h . ,  using 0 as the sever i ty  fac to r .

f .  P robab i l i ty  Assessment—Safety. The p rob a b i l i t y  of the occur­
rence of an accident has no role in  determining the c la s s i f i c a ­
t io n  of a v io la t io n .  Probab i l i ty  does a f fec t  the amount of the 
penalty to be proposed and shal l  be estimated by considering 
f i v e  p robab i l i ty  factors  to which an appropriate numerical value 
shal l  be assigned in accordance with the r e s t i v e  con tr ibu t ion  
of  each as fol lows:

(1) Number of workers exposed:

Each worker up to 10 1-10

(2) Frequency of exposure:

Any exposure up to once a week 1-3
More than once a week up to a 

da i ly  exposure 4-6
Continuous da i ly  exposure 7-10

(3) Employee proximity:

Fringe of  danger zone 1-3
Near Danger zone 4-6
At the point of danger 7-10

(4) Working conditions including environmental and other 
factors (e .g . ,  speed of operations,  l i g h t in g ,  temperature, 
weather condi t ions, noise, housekeeping, e tc . )  which may 
inf luence the l ike l ihood of an accident resu l t ing  in in ju ry :

Low stress/good condit ions 1-3
Medium s t r e s s / fa i r  condit ions 4-6
High stress/poor condit ions 7-10

(5) Other factors which may a f fec t  s ig n i f i c a n t l y  the p robab i l i ty  
of ar. accident:
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(a) I f  there are m i t iga t ing  circumstances such as spec i f ic  
safety ins t ruc t ions ,  evidence of correct ion underway, 
warning signs, mandated use of p ro tect ive gear, or 
mandatory controls provid ing some, though less than 
f u l l  protect ion,  assign a low number of points to 
lower ♦’he o roba b i l i t y .

(b) I f  there , . addit ional con tr ibu t ing  factors  such as 
inappropr iate safety in s t ru c t io n s ,  fa u l t y  equipment, 
e tc . ,  assign an appropr ia te ly  higher number of points .

(6) I f ,  in the opinion of the CO or  IH, any of  the above factors 
do not s ig n i f i c a n t l y  inf luence the p rob a b i l i t y  of an in ju r y -  
causing accident, that fac tor  shal l  not be considered in 
the p roba b i l i t y  ca lcu la t ion .

(7) I f ,  on the other hand, use o f  a fac to r  would tend to  d i lu t e
the penalty excessively, that  fa c to r  shall  not be entered
in to  the penalty ca lcu la t ion .  For example, in a p a r t i c u la r l y  
dangerous trenching s i tua t io n ,  when only one or two employees 
are exposed, i t  may not be appropriate to average in fac to r
(1 ) ,  number of  employees exposed.

(8) To determine overal l  p ro b a b i l i t y ,  the facto'■s used must be 
averaged. Total the points assigned fo r  each fac to r  and 
divide by the number of factors  used. Any f rac t ions  shal l  
be disregarded. The resul t ing number is  cal led the "proba­
b i l i t y  quot ien t" .

(9) When s t r i c t  adherence to the p ro b a b i l i t y  assessment proce­
dures would resu l t  in an unreasonably high or low proba­
b i l i t y / s e v e r i t y  quotient [See A . 2 . h . ( c ) . ] ,  the CO or IH
may use professional judgement to  adjust the p robab i l i t y  
quotient accordingly. Such decisions shal l  be adequately 
documented.

g. P robab i l i ty  Assessment--Health. To determine the p ro ba b i l i t y  
tha t  an i l lness  could resu l t  from an overexposure to a health 
hazard, the CO or IH shall  consider the number of workers exposed, 
the durat ion of exposure, the use of personal pro tect ive equipment 
and the results of medical test ing as noted below:

(1) Number of workers exposed:

Each worker up to 10

(2) Duration of exposure:

1-10

1 to 8 hours per week 
Over 8 hours per week but not 

continuous d a i ly  exposure 
(TABLE CONTINUTED)

1-3

4-3
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Continuous daily exposure 9-10

(3) Use of appropriate personal p ro tec t ive  equipment:

Personal pro tect ive equipment u t i l i z e d  
by a l l  exposed employees, and a good 
program is  in e f fec t  1-2

Personal protect ive equipment u t i l i z e d
by some of the exposed employees but
with minor deficiencies in  the program 3-6

Personal protect ive equipment not
u t i l i z e d  by any of the exposed
employees 7-10

(4) Evaluation of the medical surve i l lance  program: ( I f  there 
is  no appl icable survei l lance program, th is  category shal l  
not be considered).

The medical survei l lance program 
e f fe c t iv e ly  protects the employee 1-2

The medical survei l lance program
p a r t i a l l y  protects the employee 3-6

No medical survei l lance program is
in e f fe c t ,  or the medical program
does not e f fe c t iv e ly  protect  the
employee 7-10

(5) Cther factors which may s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a f fec t  the degree of 
p roba b i l i ty  of an i l ln e s s :

(a) I f  there are m i t iga t ing  circumstances, such as good 
t ra in in g ,  warning signs and labels or special proce­
dures, assign a low point t o t a l .

(b) S im i la r ly ,  assign an appropria te ly  higher point count 
i f  there are addit ional con t r ibu t ing  circumstances.

(6) I f ,  in the opinion of the CO o r  IH, any of the above factors 
do not s ig n i f i c a n t l y  inf luence the p ro ba b i l i t y  of an i l l n e s s -  
producing accident, that fa c to r  shal l  not be considered in 
the p robab i l i ty  ca lcu la t ion .

(7) I f ,  on the other hand, use of  a fac to r  would tend to d i lu te  
the penalty excessively, tha t  fac to r  shal l  not be entered into 
the penalty ca lcu la t ion .  For example, in a confined space wher 
there is in s u f f i c ie n t  oxygen to  support l i f e ,  even when only 
one or two employees are exposed, i t  would not be appropriate 
to average in fac to r  (1) , number of employees exposed.
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(8) To determine overal l  p ro b a b i l i t y ,  the factors  used must be 
averaged. Total the number of points fo r  each fac tor  and 
d iv ide by the number of factors used. Any f rac t ion  shal l  
be disregarded. This is  the "p ro b a b i l i t y  quot ien t" .

(9) When s t r i c t  adherence to the p roba b i l i t y  assessment proce­
dures would resu l t  in an unreasonably high or low proba­
b i l i t y / s e v e r i t y  quot ient [See A.T h . ( l ) . ] ,  the CO or IH 
may use professional juHqement t  djust the p rob a b i l i t y  
quotient accordingly. „ :h decisions shal l  be adequately 
documented.

h. Gravity-based Penalty. The gravity-based penalty is the 
unadjusted penalty and is calculated in accordance with the 
fo l lowing procedures:

(1) The gravity-based penalty f o r  eacn v io la t io n  is  determined 
by averaging the sever i ty fac to r  and the p roba b i l i t y  quo­
t i e n t .  The sum is  divided by two and resul ts  in the proba­
b i l i t y / s e v e r i t y  quot ient .  Any f rac t ions  shal l  be d is re ­
garded.

(2) The p ro b a b i l i t y /se ve r i ty  (P/S) quot ient is  tnen used to  
determine the gravity-based penalty (GBP) by consult ing 
the penalty tab le .  The penalty is  found in the column 
marked GBP opposite the numerical P/S quotient which has 
been assigned to the spe c i f ic  v io la t io n  and w i l l  not be 
less than $100.

PENALTY TABLE A — SERIOUS VIOLATIONS

Percent Redu:tion
P/S

Quotient GBP 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 30

1 100 90 80 70 60
2 200 180 160 140 120 100 80 60
3 300 270 240 210 180 150 120 90 60
4 400 360 320 230 240 200 160 120 30
5 500 450 400 35C 300 250 200 150 100
6 600 540 480 420 360 300 240 130 120
7 700 630 560 490 420 350 280 210 140
8 800 720 640
9 900 810
10 1000
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PENALTY TABLE B — OTHER THAN SERIOUS VIOLATIONS

Percent Reduction
P/S

Quotient GBP 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80

1
2
3
4
5 300 270 240 210 130 150 120 90 60

i . Gravity Calculat ions fo r  Combined or Grouped V io la t io ns .
The guidel ines fo r  ca lcu la t ing  penalt ies given in A.2.e. 
through h. general ly apply to combined and grouped v io la ­
t ions except as indicated in the fo l low ing sections.

(1) The severi ty  and p ro b a b i l i t y  factors fo r  combined v io la ­
t ions shal l  be based on the instance with the highest P/S 
quotient. I t  is  not necessary to complete the penalty 
calcu lat ions fo r  each instance or subitem of a combined
or grouped v io la t io n  i f  i t  is  c lear  which instance has the 
highest P/S quotient.

(2) For grouped v io la t ions  the fo l low ing  special guidel ines 
shal l be adhered to :

(a) Severity Factor. There are two considerat ions to be 
kept in mind in ca lcu la t ing  the severi ty  of grouped 
v io la t ions .

1_ The sever i ty  assigned to the grouped v io la t io n  
shal l be no less than the severi ty  of the most 
serious reasonably predictable in ju ry  or i l l n e s s  
that could resu l t  from the v io la t ion  of any s ingle 
item.

2 I f  a more serious in ju r y  or i l lness  is  reasonably 
predictable from the grouped items than from any 
single v io la t io n  i tem, the more serious in ju ry  or 
i l lness  shal l  serve as the basis fo r  the ca lcu la ­
t ion  of the sever i ty  fac tor  of the grouped v io la ­
t ion .

( b )  P robab i l i ty  Factors. There are three considerat ions 
to be kept in mind in ca lcu la t ing  the p ro b a b i l i t y  of 
grouped v io la t io n s .

The p ro b a b i l i t y  assigned to the grouped v io la t io n  
shal l be no less than the p roba b i l i t y  of the item 
which is  most l i k e l y  tc resu l t  in an in ju ry  or 
i l l n e s s .
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2_ I f  the overal l  p ro b a b i l i t y  o f  in ju ry  or i l l n e ss  is 
greater wi th the grouped v io la t io n  than with any 
s ing le v io la t io n  i tem, the greater p robab i l i t y  of  
in ju r y  or i l l n e s s  shall  serve as the basis for  
ca lcu la t ion  of  the p ro ba b i l i t y  assessment of the 
grouped v io la t io n .

2  Some ind iv idua l  p ro b a b i l i t y  factors may be increased 
by grouping and others may not. The increased values 
shall  be used in the p robab i l i ty  ca lcu la t ion ,  i f ,  
in the professional judgment of the CO or IH, a 
more appropriate p ro b a b i l i t y  assessment w i l l  re s u l t .  
For example, the number of employees exposed may 
be increased while the proximi ty fac tor  may not.

(c) Gravity-based Penalty. A s ingle P/S quotient fo r  the 
combined or grouped v io la t io n  w i l l  resu l t  from the 
foregoing considerat ions. That resu l t  shal l  be the 
basis f o r  se lec t ing an appropriate GBP fo r  the v io la ­
t io n  item according to the guidel ines in A.2.F The 
penalty shal l  be entered in the penalty column of  the 
DOSH-2 across from the f i r s t  item of the v io la t io n .

(3) Combined and grouped v io la t io n s  shall  normally be consi­
dered as one v io la t io n  fo r  penalty purposes, and in such 
cases the guidel ines f o r  ca lcu la t ing  penalt ies given in 
A.2.e. through h. shal l  apply.

(4) In egregious cases; i . e . ,  w i l l f u l ,  repeated and high g rav i ty  
serious c i ta t io n s  and fa i lu re s  to  abate, an addi t ional  
fac to r  of up to  the number of  v io la t io n  instances may be 
appl ied to the gravity-based penalty calculated in accor­
dance with A . 2 . i . ( 2 ) ( c )  or the regulatory penalty assigned 
in accordance with A.8.b. and c. and adjusted in accordance 
with A . 2 . j . ,  A .5 . ,  A.6 . ,  A .7 . ,  and A.8 . ,  as descr ed in
the fo l lowing subsections. Penalties calculated with 
th is  addit ional fac to r  shal l  not be proposed without the 
concurrence of  the commissioner.

j .  Penalty Adjustment Factors. The gravity-based penalty may be 
adjusted downward as much as 80 percent depending upon the 
employer's "good f a i t h " ,  "size of  business", and "h is to ry  of  
previous v io la t io n s " .  Up to  40 percent reduction w i l l  be per­
mi tted fo r  s ize,  30 percent fo r  good f a i t h ,  and 10 percent fo r  
h is to ry .

(1) Since these rates are based on the general character of  a 
business and i t s  safety and health performance, the rates 
shal l  general ly be calcu lated only once fo r  each employer. 
This shall  be done a f t e r  the c la s s i f i c a t io n  and p ro b a b i l i t y  
rat ings have been determined fo r  each v io la t io n  and the
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general character o f  the employer's performance w i l l  be 
apparent.

(2) Limits to the rate of  penalty reduction fo r  good f a i t h ,  
size and h is to ry  of previous v io la t ions  in the case of 
cer ta in  high p r o b a b i l i t y ,  serious v io la t ions  may necessi­
ta te lower reductions fo r  such v io la t ions  in some instances. 
(See A . 2 . j , ( 5 ) (a )2  and (d ) . )

(3) I f  a serious v io la t io n  is  c la s s i f ie d  as repeated, a penalty 
reduction fo r  good f a i t h  and h is to ry  shall  not o r d in a r i l y  
be given since the employer has exhibited a lack of good 
fa i th  and re f lec ted a poor h is to ry  by repeating a previous­
ly  c i ted v io la t io n .  A reduction for good f a i t h  and h is to ry  
may be appl ied to a repeated v io la t io n  only when the v i o l a ­
t ion  is other than serious or ,  when ser ious, i f  i t  occurs 
in sp-:te of the employer's e f f o r t s  to control i t ,  as
when employees have disobeyed the employer's orders.

(4) For w i l l f u l  v io la t io n s ,  although considerat ion shal l be 
given to the penalty adjustment fac to rs ,  there w i l l  normally 
be no penalty reduction due to  the egregious nature o f
such v io la t ions .

(5) The rate of penalty reduction f o r  size of business, employer's 
good fa i t h  and employer's h is to ry  of  previous v io la t io ns  
shal l be calcu lated on the basis of the c r i t e r i a  described
in the fo l lowing paragraphs:

(a) Size. A maximum penalty reduction of 40 percent is  
permitted fo r  small businesses. "Size o f  business" 
shal l  be measured on the basis o f  the number of 
employees employed by an employer in a l l  workplaces. 
Information on the to ta l  number of an employer's 
employees can general ly be obtained at the inspected 
worksi te. However, on occasion i t  may be necessary 
to  obtain or confirm the information from the employer's 
headquarters.

1_ The rates of reduction to be appl ied are as 
fo l lows:

Employees Percent reduction

10 or fewer 40
11 to 25 30
26 to 60 20
61 to 100 10
More than 100 None
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2 An employer's a b i l i t y  to pay a penalty shal l  not 
normally be investigated or considered in de te r ­
mining the penalty reduction fo r  size of  business. 
However, i f  an employer presents convincing e v i ­
dence of  an i n a b i l i t y  to pay a penalty because of 
the f inanc ia l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  of the business at an 
informal conference, the Chief may determine that  
a penalty reduction is  appropriate: such a de ter­
mination shal l  be documented in the case f i l e .

2  When a small business has one or more serious v io la ­
t ions of  very hiqh p rob a b i l i t y  (8-10) or a s i g n i f i ­
cant number of moderate p roba b i l i ty  (4-7) which 
indicates a notable lack of concern fo r  employee 
safety and heal th ,  the Chief may determine that  
only a p a r t ia l  reduction in penalty shal l  be per­
mitted fo r  size o f  business.

(b) Good Fa i th . A maximum penalty reduction of 30 per­
cent is  permitted in recognit ion of an employer's 

jood f a i t h ” . Good f a i t h  is  measured in terms of 
the fo l lowing c r i t e r i a .

2  Evidence of  genuine and e f fec t ive  safety and health 
e f fo r ts  p r io r  to  the inspection. Such e f f o r t s  need 
not involve a formalized program, especia l ly  fo r  
small businesses which frequently lack the resources 
to operate such a program. Factors which shal l  be 
considered in evaluat ing safety and health e f f o r t s ,  
whether or not the business has a formal program, 
include:

£  The information describing the employer's safety 
and health program col lected during the inspec­
t io n  and noted in the case f i l e .

2  The overa l l  condi t ion of the workplace as 
re f lec ted  by the control or e l im inat ion of 
hazards, espec ia l ly  hazards of high g rav i ty .

£  The extent to  which control of  or protect ion 
against c i ted  hazards was attempted, even though 
inadequately; such attempts may incluae incom­
ple te e f f o r t s  to id e n t i f y  and implement feas ib le  
engineering and/or adminis trat ive contro ls  fo r  
t o x ic  substances and harmful physical agents.

2  The extent to which more serious in ju r ie s  and 
i l lnesses have been investigated and stops 
taken to prevent t h e i r  recurrence.
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e_ The presence of  e f fec t ive  monitoring of heal'ch- 
hazard exposures.

f_ The degree to which the employer, employees <.nd 
t h e i r  supervisors show knowledge and concern 
about safety and health in the i r  actions — 
includ ing e f fec t iv e  t ra in ing  and supervision 
of  employees regarding good work pract ices.

£  Up-to-date maintenance and review of  i n j u r y / i l l ­
ness records.

h_ Specif ic  act ions to prevent recurrence of recorded 
in ju r ie s  and i l lnesses .

j_ The extent to  which v io la t ions  observed and 
in ju r ie s  and i l lnesses which have occurred 
re la te  to  hazards invo lv ing d i f f i c u l t ,  expen­
sive and not widely known contro ls .

2_ Evidence of a desire to  comply with the statutes 
during and a f t e r  an inspection. Primary factors 
demonstrating such a desire are the speed and 
wi l l ingness with which the employer i n i t i a t e s  
correct ion of  hazards noted during an inspection.

2_ Reductions s h a l l ,  in general, be made as fo l lows:

a_ 30-percent. For general ly thorough and e f fe c ­
t i v e  safety and health e f fo r ts  and prompt and 
aggressive i n i t i a t i o n  of abatement of c i ted 
v io la t io ns  during the inspection or (by commit­
ment) as soon as is  pract ical  re f lected by:

+ Absence of most v io la t ions ,  includ ing a l l  
w i l l f u l ,  repeated and serious of  moderate 
or high g rav i ty .

+ Absence of most serious in ju r ies  and 
i 11 nesses.

_b 20-percent. For moderately thorough and e f fe c ­
t i v e  safety and health e f fo r ts  with a few d e f i c i ­
encies and s l i g h t l y  re luctant i n i t i a t i o n  of  
abatement re f lec ted by:

+ Absence of a l l  w i l l f u l  v io la t io ns ,  repeated 
v io la t io n s  of  a serious nature, and serious 
v io la t io n s  of moderate or high g rav i ty .

+ Absence of  most serious in ju r ie s  and 
i l lnesse s .
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£  10-percent. For f a i r l y  thorough and e f fe c t ive  
safety and health e f f o r t  with a number of  d e f i ­
ciencies and i n i t i a t i o n  of abatement with barely 
acceptable promptness or with some reluctance 
re f lec ted  by:

+ Absence of a l l  w i l l f u l  v io la t io n s ,  repeated 
v io la t io n s  of a moderate or high g rav i ty  
and high g rav i ty  serious v io la t ions .

+ Absence of  eas i ly  contro l led serious in ju r ie s  
and i l lnesses .

d_ No reduct ion. For l i t t l e  safety and health 
e f f o r t  wi th minimal effect iveness and fo r  
obvious reluctance to i n i t i a t e  correct ion 
of  v io la t io n  with ind ications that complete 
correct ion may not be made re f lected by:

+ Presence o f  w i l l f u l  or repeated or high 
g rav i ty  serious v io la t io ns .

+ Presence of  eas i ly  contro l led serious 
in ju r ie s  or i l lnesses .

4_ Since many employers w i l l  not f i t  exactly these 
general c r i t e r i a  fo r  spec i f ic  rates of  reduction, 
professional judgement w i l l  be required to balance 
the important factors  in determining an appropriate 
rate fo r  a p a r t i c u la r  employer.

(c) H is to ry . A reduction of  10-percent is permitted in 
recognit ion of  an employer's lack of a s ig n i f ic a n t  
h is to ry  of  previous v io la t io ns .  The evaluation of 
an employer's h is to ry  shal l  be based on whether there 
have been ser ious, repeated, or w i l l f u l  v io la t ions  
or a large number of  other than serious v io la t ions  
of moderate or high g rav i ty  in previous OSH inspec­
t ions and whether the current inspection shows a 
continuing poor performance. The 10-percent reduc­
t ion  in re la t ion  to  h is to ry  of previous v io la t ions  
shal l  be given when:

1_ No previous OSH inspections and no OSH-funded 
consul tat ion v i s i t s  have been conducted.

2_ There has been previous OSH inspection or 
consul tat ion a c t i v i t y  and there are:

a_ No new serious v io la t ions  of moderate or high 
g rav i ty  (4-10);
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£  No w i l l f u l  v io la t io n s  and no repeated v io la t ions  
of  a serious nature; or

£  Few serious v io la t io ns  of low grav i ty  or repeated 
v io la t ions  of a nonserious nature and few other- 
than-serious v io la t io n s  of  a moderate or high 
g rav i ty .

£  Otherwise, there is  no reduction allowed.

(d) T o ta l♦ The to ta l  reduction w i l l  normally be the sum 
of  the reductions fo r  each of the adjustment faccors. 
For serious v io la t ions  wi th a sever i ty /probabi1i t y  
quotient of 8 or more, the combined rate of penalty 
reduction fo r  s ize,  good fa i th  and h is to ry  of  previous 
v io la t ions  shal l  be l im i te d .  Where the S/P quot ient 
f o r  a spe c i f i c ,  h igh -g rav i ty ,  serious v io la t io n  is  as 
fo l lows,  the maximum penalty reduction fo r  a l l  
adjustment factors  combined shal l  be lowered as 
indicated in the fo l low ing  chart:

S/P Quotient Maximum Penalty Reduction

8 20%
9 10%

10 0 %

3. Imminent Danger S i tua t ions . Detai led ins t ruc t ions  and procedures 
fo r  handling a l legations of  imminent danger s i tua t ions are contained 
in Chapter V I I .  Penalties shal l  be assessed in accordance with the 
fo l low ing:

a. C lass i f ica t io ns . An imminent danger s i tua t ion  w i l l  normally 
involve a serious, w i l l f u l  or repeated v io la t io n .

b. Proposed Pena l t ies . Penalt ies shal l  be proposed in cases where 
c i ta t ions  are issued in imminent danger s i tuations even though, 
a f te r  being informed by the CO or IH, the employer immediately 
el iminates the imminence of the danger and in i t i a t e s  steps to 
abate the hazard. The procedures given in th is  chapter fo r  
ca lcu la t ing and assessing proposed penalt ies shal l be appl ied 
in the case of imminent danger s i tu a t ion s ,  as appropriate.

4. Ef fec t  on Penalties I f  Employer Immediately Corrects or In i t i a te s
Correct ive Act ion . Appropriate penal t ies w i l l  be proposed with
respect to an al leged v io la t io n  even though, a f te r  being informed
of such alleged v io la t io n  by the CO or IH, the employer immediate­
ly  corrects or i n i t i a t e s  steps to correct  the hazard. These actions 
shal l  be favorably considered when f ig u r in g  the penalty adjustment 
fac to r  fo r  good fa i th  c re d i t .
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5. Fa i lu re  to Abate. AS 18.60.095(d) provides c r i t e r i a  fo r  assessing 
c i v i l  penalt ies fo r  f a i l u r e  to abate a v io la t io n .  A penalty of not 
more than $1,000 may be assessed fo r  each day the v io la t io n  continues 
past the f ina l  abatement date.

a. App l ica t ion . A N o t i f i c a t io n  of  Fai lure to Abate Alleged V io la -  
t ion  (D0SH-2F) shal l  be issued in cases where v io la t ions  have 
not been corrected as required.

(1) Fai lure to abate penal t ies shal l  be appl ied when an 
employer has not corrected a v io la t io n  which was c ited 
previously when the previous c i ta t io n  has become a f ina l  
order of  the Board.

(2) A good fa i th  but unsuccessful e f f o r t  to  abate the v io la ­
t ion  shall  be taken in to  considerat ion when determining 
the appropriate penalty amount as indicated in f .  o f  th is  
subsection.

b. No Employer Contest. I f  a t imely  notice of  contest has not been 
f i l e d ,  the c i ta t io n  and proposed penalt ies shal l  be deemed to  be 
a f in a l  order of the Review Board upon the expiraton of  the con­
te s t  period. Penalties fo r  f a i l u re  to  abate shall  be appl ied 
where abatement has not been accomplished.

c. Employer Contests Al leged V i o l a t i o n ^ ) . I f  an employer contests 
one or more of the al leged v io la t io n s ,  the period fo r  abatement 
does not begin to  run, as to  those items contested, u n t i l  the 
day fo l lowing the entry of  the f ina l  order by the Review Board 
a f f i rm ing the c i t a t i o n .

(1) I f  tne employer contests only the amount of the proposed 
penalty, the employer must correct the al leged v io la t io n  
w i th in  the- prescribed abatement period.

(2) I f  an employer contests an abatement date io good f a i t h ,
a Fai lure to Abate Notice shal l  not be issued fo r  the item 
contested u n t i l  a f in a l  order a f f i rm ing a date is entered, 
the new abatement period,  i f  any, has been completed, and 
the employer has s t i l l  fa i le d  to abate.

d. Calculat ion of Addit ional Pena l t ies . A gravity-based penalty 
fo r  unabated v io la t ions  is to  be calculated fo r  fa i lu re  to 
abate a serious or other than serious v io la t io n  on the basis of 
the facts noted upon re inspection. This recalculated g ra v i ty -  
based penalty, however, shal l  not be less than that proposed 
fo r  the item when o r ig i n a l l y  c i ted ,  except as provided in
A.5.e.

(1) In those instances where no penalty was i n i t i a l l y  proposed, 
an appropriate penalty shal l  be determined a f te r  consul t ing 
with the supervisor In no case shal l  the penalty be less
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than $100. Adjustment fac tors  shal l  then be applied to 
a r r ive  at the da i ly  proposed penalty.

(2) Adjustment factors  fo r  s ize ,  good fa i t h  and h is to ry  shal l  
be appl ied based upon the circumstances noted during the 
inspection.

(3) The da i ly  proposed penalty shal l  be mu l t ip l ied  by the 
number of  calendar days that the v io la t ion  continued 
unabated. The number o f  days unabated w i l l  be counted 
from the day fo l low ing the abatement date specif ied in 
the c i ta t io n  or in the f in a l  order. I t  w i l l  include a l l  
calendar days between tha t  date and the date of re-inspec­
t ion ,  excluding the date of  re inspection. Normally the 
to ta l  proposed penalty fo r  f a i l u r e  to  abate a pa r t i c u la r  
v io la t io n  shall  not exceed 3.0 times the amount of da i ly  
proposed penalty.

(4) In unusual circumstances, such as where the grav i ty  of the 
v io la t io n  is  espec ia l ly  high or the employer has w i l l f u l l y  
fa i le d  to abate the v io la t i o n ,  higher penal t iec shall  be 
proposed. In such s i tua t ions  the proposed penalty and 
factors involved shal l  be approved by the Deputy D irecto r .

Part ia l  Abatement. When a c i t a t i o n  has been only p a r t i a l l y  
abated the da i ly  proposed penalty shal l  take th is  in to consider­
a t ion .

(1) When a v io la t io n  consists of  a number o f  instances and 
the fol low-up inspection reveals that  only some instances 
of the v io la t io n  have been corrected,  the addit ional da i ly  
proposed penalty shal l  take in to  considerat ion the extent 
that  the v io la t io n  has been abated. For example, where 3 
out of  5 instances have been corrected, the da i ly  proposed 
penalty (ca lculated as out l ined in A.5.d without regard to 
any pa r t ia l  abatement) may be reduced by 60 percent.

(2) In mult i-s tep cor rect ion i tems, only the fa i lu re  to comply 
with substantive ( ra ther  than procedural) requirements 
shall generally incur a f u l l  f a i l u r e  to  abate penalty. On 
rare occasions, when the Chief decides to issue a Fai lure 
to Abate Notice fo r  f a i l u r e  to comply with procedural 
requirements, the ca lcu la t ion  of  the da i ly  proposed penalty 
shal l  consider the extent to which a v io la t io n  has been 
substan t ia l ly  abated w i th  the da i ly  proposed penalty 
(calculated as out l ined in A.5.d without regard to any 
pa r t ia l  abatement) reduced accordingly.

Good Faith E f fo r t  to  Abate. When the CO or IH believes that 
the employer has made good f a i t h  e f fo r t s  to correct the v io la ­
t io n  and had good reason to bel ieve that  i t  was f u l l y  abated,



the Chief may reduce or e l im inate  the d a i ly  proposed penalty 
tha t  would otherwise be j u s t i f i e d .

6. Repeated V io la t ions . AS 18.60.095(a) provides th a t ,  fo r  a repeated 
v io la t io n  of the Act, an employer may be assessed a c i v i l  penalty 
of not more than $10,000 fo r  each v io la t io n .

a. Gravity and Penalty Factors. Each v io la t io n  shal l  be c la s s i f ie d  
as serious or other- than-serious. A gravity-based penalty 
shal l  then be calculated fo r  repeated v io la t ions  based on fac ts  
noted during the current inspection. Appropriate adjustment 
factors  based upon the re - inspect ion shal l  be appl ied.

b. Penalty Increase Factors. General ly, once the gravity-based 
penalty is  determined, i t  shal l  be doubled fo r  the f i r s t  repeated 
v io la t io n  and quadrupled i f  the v io la t io n  has been c ited twice 
before. I f  a th i r d  re pe t i t io n  of  a v io la t io n  has occurred, the 
gravity-based penalty shal l  be m u l t ip l ied  by 10. For any fu r th e r  
re p e t i t io n ,  the Deputy D i rec to r  shal l  be consulted.

c. No Gravity-Based Penalty. In those instances where a g ra v i ty -  
based penalty does not resu l t  from the ca lcu la t ion  based on 
current fac ts ,  an appropriate gravity-based penalty shall be 
determined fol lowing consul ta t ion wi th the supervisor. In no 
event shall  the penalty be less than $100.

7. W i l l f u l  V io la t ions . AS 18.60.095(a) provides th a t ,  fo r  a w i l l f u l  
v io la t io n  of  the Alaska Occupational Safety and Health laws, an 
employer may be assessed a c i v i l  penalty of  not more than $10,000 
fo r  each v io la t io n .

a. Gravity  and Penalty Factors. Each v io la t io n  shal l  be c la s s i f i e d  
as serious or other than ser ious. A f te r  determining the g rav i ty  
of the v io la t io n ,  a gravity-based penalty shall  be determined 
based on the facts noted during the inspection. There w i l l  nor­
mally be no reduction based on adjustment fac to rs .  The g ra v i ty -  
based penalty is  mult ip led by 10 to a r r ive  at the proposed 
penalty.

b. No Gravity-Based Penalty. In those instances where a g rav i ty -  
based penalty does not resu l t  from the ca lcu la t ion  based on 
current fac ts ,  an appropriate gravity-based penalty shal l be 
determined fol lowing consul ta t ion with tne supervisor. In no 
event shal l  the penalty be less than $100.

c. Mixed V io la t ions . Repeated v io la t io ns  fo r  which there is e v i ­
dence of w i l l fu lness  shal l  be c i ted  as repeated with the penalty 
calculated as i f  they were w i l l f u l  when i t  appears that OSH 
would have d i f f i c u l t y  proving the element of w i l l f u l l n e s s .
In such cases the Chief shal l  consult  with the Deputy Director  
before issuing the c i t a t i o n .
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8. V io la t ion  of  8 AAC 60.010-80.010 Regulatory Requirements. AS 18.60 
.095(g) provides that  an employer who v io la tes  any of the posting or 
recordkeeping requirements shal l  be assessed a c i v i l  penalty of up to 
$1,000 fo r  each v io la t io n .  For egregious v io la t io n s ,  an additional 
fac to r  may be appl ied in accordance with A.2 .1 . (4 ) .

a. General App l ica t ion . The procedures that fo l low  shal l  be used 
in determining proposed pena l t ies  f o r  v io la t io n s  of  8AAC 61.225 
and .230 regulatory requirements only when the employer has 
received a copy of the "Recordkeeping Requirements" booklet or 
had knowledge of the requirements.

(1) I f  the employer has not received the booklet and did not 
have knowledge, c i t a t i o n s  without proposed penalt ies w i l l  
be issued.

(2) Al l  penalt ies fo r  regu la tory  v io la t io ns  shal l  have the 
adjustment factors appl ied in determining the proposed 
penalty.

b. Posting Requirements. Pena lt ies fo r  v io la t io n  of posting 
requirements shal l be proposed as fo l lows:

(1) OSH Not ice. I f  the employer has not displayed (posted) 
the notice furnished by the Occupational Safety and Health 
Section as prescribed in  8 AAC 61.450, an other than 
serious c i ta t io n  shall  normally be issued. The unadjusted 
penalty fo r  th is  al leged v io la t io n  shal l  be $100.

(2) Annual Summary. I f  an employer f a i l s  to  post the summary 
port ion of the DOSH-200 Form during the month of  February, 
as required by 8AAC 61.240, an other than-ser ious c i ta t ion  
shall be issued with a proposed, unadjusted penalty of $200.

(3) C i ta t io n . I f  an employer received a c i t a t i o n  which has not 
been posted as prescribed in AS 18.60.091(b), an other-than- 
serious c i ta t io n  shall  normally be issued. An unadjusted 
penalty of $500 shal l be proposed.

(4) Right-to-Know. I f  an employer is  covered by AS 18.60.068, 
he is required to d isp lay  a poster and Mater ia l Safety 
Data Sheets (or a l i s t  o f  chemicals) to inform employees 
of tox ic  and hazardous substances. I f  such an employer 
fa i l s  to meet th is  posting requirement, an unadjusted 
penalty of $100 w i l l  be proposed.

c. Reporting and Recordkeeping Requirements. AS 18.60.095(g) 
provides tha t  vio lat ions of the recordkeeping and reporting 
requirements may be assessed c i v i l  penal t ies of  up to $1,000 
fo r  each v io la t io n .
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(1) D0SH-200 and DQSH-101 Forms. I f  the employer does not 
maintain the ‘'Log and Summary o f  Occupational In ju r ies  
and I l lnesses" ,  D0SH-200 Form, and the "Supplementary 
Record", D0SH-101 Form (o r  equiva lent) ,  as prescribed 
in 8 AAC 61.240, an other than serious c i t a t i o n  shall
be issued. There shall be an unadjusted penalty of S100 
fo r  each OSH form not maintained. When no recordable 
in ju r ie s  or i l lnesses have occurred, these forms w i l l  be 
considered as being maintained, even though no entr ies 
appear in them.

(2) Report ing. Employers are required to report e i the r  o ra l ly  
or in w r i t ing  to the nearest OSH o f f ic e  w i th in  24 hours, 
any occurrence of an employment accident which is  fa ta l  to 
one or more employees or which resul ts  in the overnight 
hosp i ta l iza t ion  of one or  more employees. An other than 
serious c i ta t io n  shall be issued fo r  f a i l u r e  to report 
such an occurrence. The unadjusted penalty shal l  be $400.

d. Grouping. V io la t ions of the posting and recordkeeping require­
ments which involve the same document (e .g . ,  summary port ion of 
the D0SH-200 Form was neither posted nor maintained) shal l be 
grouped as an other than serious v io la t io n  fo r  penalty purposes. 
The unadjusted penalty for the grouped v io la t ions  would then 
take on the highest do l la r  value of  the ind iv idual  items; e .g . ,  
the unadjusted penalty for  not posting the D0SH-200 Form is 
$200 and $100 fo r  not maintaining the D03H-200 Form. The group 
unadjusted penalty would be $200 rather than $300.

e. Access to Records. I f  the employer f a i l s  upon request to provide 
records required in Sections 8 AAC 61.260 and 61.270 fo r  inspec­
t ion  and copying by any authorized representat ive of the 
Commissioner of  Labor or by any employee, former employee, or 
authorized representative of  employees, a c i t a t i o n  fo r  v io la ­
t ion  of  8 AAC 61.270 shall normally be issued. The unadjusted 
penalty shall  be $100 for each form not made ava i lab le .  Thus,
i f  the 0SH-200 fo r  the three preceding years is not made a v a i l ­
able, the unadjusted penalty would be $300. I f  the employer is 
to be c i ted fo r  fa i lu re  to maintain these records, no c i ta t io n  
of 8 AAC 61.270 shal l be issued.

f .  N o t i f i c a t io n  Requirements. When an employer has received advance 
notice of an inspection and f a i l s  to n o t i f y  the authorized employe 
representat ive as required by 8 AAC 61.040, an other than serious 
c i t a t io n  shall  be issued with an unadjusted penalty of $200.

B. Criminal Penal t ies.

1. AS 18.60.010—18.60.105 provide f o r  cr iminal  penant ie s  in the fo l lowing
cases:
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a. W i l l f u l  v io la t ions  causing death

b. Giving unauthorized advance notice

c. Giving fa lse information

d. K i l  1 ing—assault ing or hampering the work of  a CO or IH

2. Criminal penalt ies are imposed by the courts a f te r  t r i a l s  and not by 
the Occupational Safety and Health Section or the Occupational Safety 
and Health Review Board.

C. Handling Monies Received from Employers.

The Alaska Department of Labor's Fiscal Po l ic ies  and Procedures Manual w i l l  
be fol lowed fo r  b i l l i n g  and handling penalty monies received from employers.

D. Co l lec t ion  of Pena lt ies. The Chief shal l  be guided by the fo l lowing with
regard to penalty co l lec t ion :

a. Time Allowed fo r  Payment of Penal t ies. The date when Denalties
become due and payable depends on whether or not the employer 
contests.

(1) Uncontested Penal t ies. When c i ta t io n s  and/or proposed penalt ies 
become uncontested, the penalt ies are due and payable 15 working 
days fo l lowing the employer's rece ip t  of the C i ta t ion  and 
N o t i f i ca t ion  of  Penalty, or in the case of  Informal Settlement 
Agreements, the execution of the agreement unless otherwise 
agreed upon in the sett lement. (See Chapter V, G.2.)

(2) Follow-up Procedures. I f  payment is  not received in 15 work­
ing days, a dunning l e t t e r  (signed by the Commissioner) w i l l  be 
sent requesting payment. I f  r,o payment is  received a f te r  30 
calendar days of  the dunning l e t t e r  the penalty w i l l  be referred 
to  the legal counsel fo r  court ac t ion .  The Administrat ive 
Assistant shal l  fo l low up on a quar te r ly  basis to ensure prompt 
n o t i f i c a t io n  of d ispos i t ion .

(3) Congested Penal t ies. When c i ta t io n s  and/or proposed 
penalt ies are contested, the penalt ies are due and pay­
able 30 calendar days a f te r  the issuance of a f ina l  order 
by the Review Board. I f  the Board order is  appealed to a 
Superior Court, the penalt ies are due and payable 30 calendar 
days a f te r  the issuance of the cour t 's  judgment, provided 
that fu r the r  review by the Supereme Court has not been 
sought.

(4) P a r t ia l l y  Contested Pena l t ies . When only part of a c i t a ­
t ion and/or a proposed penalty is  contested, the due date 
for  payment as expressed in D .2 .a . ( l )  w i l l  be used fo r  the
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NOTE: For co l lec t ion  purposes p a r t i a l l y  contested cases
are to be treated as contested cases.

E. Contest Penal t ies. On receipt of an employer's notice of in ten t  to 
contest a proposed penalty, the Chief shall  forward the notice and a 
copy of the case f i l e  to the legal counsel with a t ransmitta l  l e t t e r  
informing the legal counsel that penalty payment resul t ing from the 
l i t i g a t i o n  must be directed to the Department of Labor's Fiscal Section 
and requesting that  the case f i l e  be returned promptly a f te r  sett lement.

a. Follow-up Procedures. While the case f i l e s  are in the hands of the 
legal counsel, the Chief shall  fo l low  up on a quarterly  basis to deter 
mine the d ispos i t ion of the case and to ensure prompt n o t i f i c a t io n  of  
di sposi t ion.
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SB 4721 W I S H A

I. Bill a d d r e s s e s  d e p a r t m e n t ' s  enforcement of W I S H A  

W o u l d  c h a n g e  2 m a j o r  areas:

1. D u r a t i o n  of redet ermination p^. iod

2. A m o u n t  of p e n a l t i e s  for safety violation s

I I . R E D E T E R M I N A T I O N

If d i r e c t o r  decides to reassume jurisdiction 

p r o p o s a l  w o u l d  extend amount of time allowed to 

complete r e d e t e r m i n a t i o n  from 15 days to 30 days 

N u m b e r  of requests for reass umption have 

i n c r eased d r a m atically

1982 —  590 appeals 

1985 —  1688 appeals 

D irect o r ' s  ne w emphasis to resolve appeals 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y

A d d i t i o n a l  time is needed to allow for proper 

p r e p a r a t i o n  an d considerat ion of the appeal

III. P E N A LTIE S I N C R E A S E D

A. Why?

1. P u b l i c i t y  about recent industrial accidents

P ubli c c o n cern about amount of W I S H A  fines



"Safety W a t c h d o g  Has Itty Bitty Teeth"

a. 32 t o n  crane w i t h  operator fell 25 floors

Onto Pike Street in front of Metro bus 

O p e r a t o r  survived
g

Firm fined $350 /, f <J-°

b. C o n s t r u c t i o n  Company

W o r k e r  die d w h e n  trench wall collapsed 

C o m pany h a d  2 previous serious 

vi o l a t i o n s

S h ari ng equipment available on site but 

c o m p a n y  was in a h urry 

Fined $30,000 # / r o / S o *

Obviously, amount of potential fine not 

enough to d e t e r  unsafe conduct 

D i r e c t o r  o r d e r e d  a study of situation

a. P e n a l ties not i n c r c -sed since enactment in 

1973

b. L a t e s t  statis tics show 12% increase in 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  industry accident rate

c. C u r r e n t  pena l t i e s  are so minimal that they 

are a b s o r b e d  as a cost of doing business

C h e a p e r  to p a y  penalty than to be safe

Column in P-I



3. P r e f e r a b l e  to increase penalties as a deterrent

r a t h e r  t h a n  h i r e  additional staff for enforcement

B. R e s u l t

1. S i g n i f i c a n t  in crease in m a x i m u m  penalties will 

result  in increase in actual penalties but very 

r arel y r e a c h i n g  m a x i m u m  amount

D e p a r t m e n t  uses formula to determine actual 

pe n a l t y

Factors  for formula are set out in statute 

S u p port use of formula:

A v o i d  h e a v y  h ande d inspector 

H elps t a i l o r  p e n alty to situation 

D e p a r t m e n t  has no interest in levying maximum 

fines

W e  w a n t  to encourage abatement and 

c o r r e c t i o n  rather t h a n  being punitive

2. I n c r eased p e n a l t i e s  will be greater  deterrent

3. H i g h e r  p e n a l t i e s  will help reduce unfair 

c o m p e t i t i o n  from busines ses that cut corners or 

s afety to reduce costs

C. S u m m a r y

Re a f f i r m  legisl a t i v e  intent of WISHA

E n c o u r a g e  a c c ident prevention without being 

e x c e s s i v e l y  p u n i tive



WISHA PENALTIES (RCW 49.17.180)

Q  Reaffirm le g is la t i v e  in tent  regarding a publ ic  po l icy  of Safety and Health 
in the work pi ace.

£ 5  In f la t io n  adjustment fac tors  since 1973. (No increase since passage of the act.)

Eliminate un fa i r  competi tion fac tors  in the market place.
Current penalt ies are often perceived as a cost of  doing business vs. 
consequence of f a i l u r e  to  provide a safe workplace and correct safety hazards.

* Deterent e f fec ts  vs. increased s ta f f in g  requirements.

Fees col lected are not operating budget 5 -  ra ther  S go into Supplemental 
Pension Fund ( i . e .  widows and orphans).

Current penalty s tructure does not fa c to r  in employer's accident record - 
ra ther c i t a t i o n  record.

iU  Currently the only s ig n i f ic a n t  economic deterent is  the industr ia l  insurance rate 
th is  is  always a f te r  i n j u r y / f a t a l i t y  -  the d r iv e r  needs to be accident prevention.

Penalty s t ruc ture is  consistant with publ ic  outcry fo r  accountabi l i ty  in 
enforcement agencies. (John Marshall -  P . I .  10/24/85)

Rational:



PENALTY COMPARISONS (samples) 

-  as of 1983 -

I

* Dept, of Ecology:

1.) Improper disposal of hazardous wastes, Ch. 70.105 RCW 
$10,000/day and gross misdemeaner.

2.) W i l l f u l  p o l lu t ion  of s tate waters, Ch. 90.48 RCW
510,000 and 1 year gross misdemeaner
plus: 55,000/day and l i a b i l i t y  fo r  damages.

3. ) P o l lu t ion  of  watershed - $500 misdemeaner.

L i t t e r in g :  Ch. 70.93 RCW

L i t t e r in g  highways: 550 -  51,000 and 90 days misdemeaner.

Clean A i r  Act: Ch. 70.94 RCW (automobile exhaust)

5200 misdemeaner plus: S250/day add i t iona l .

* Pirated Recordings: Ch. 19.25 RCW (black market records and tapes)

$1,000 and 1 year gross misdemeaner.

a  Game Commission: game and gamefish

1.) Siezure of game and devices ( t ruck ,  gun . . . ) ,  Ch. 77.12 RCW.
2.) $250 - 1,000 and 1 year gross misdemeaner, Ch. 77.21 RCW.
3.) Reimburse sta te fo r  loss 5500 -  51,000, Ch. 77.21 RCW.

Improper Col lect ion A c t i v i t i e s :  Ch. 19.16 RCW

1.) Fa i lu re  to l icense, S I ,000 c i v i l  penalty.
2.) Improper a c t i v i t i e s ,  S25,000 c i v i l  penalty.

Criminal Penalt ies, Ch. 9A.20 RCW (standard ranges):

Gross Misdemeaner: 55,000 and 1 year max.
Misdsemeaner: 51,000 and 90 days max.



S a fe ty  w a tc h d o g  h a s  it t y  b i t t y  te e th

S t r a n g e  h u t  t r u e  t a le s  f r o m  W a s h i n g ­
t o n  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  w h e r e  a  w a t c h d o g  
a g e n c y  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  m o r e  b a r k  t h a n  b i t e :

□  A  3 2 - t o n  c o n s t r u c t io n  c r a n e  f a l ls  2 5  
s t o r ie s  a n d  c r a s h e s  o n t o  F o u r t h  A v e n u e  in  
S e a t t le ,  T h e  c r a n e  o p e r a t o r  s u r v iv e s  w it h  
s l i g h t  i n j u r ie s ,  b u t  n o  o n e  e ls e  is  h u r t ,  
m ir a c u lo u s l y ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  c r a n e  h a p p e n s  
I o  f a l l  o n  a  S a t u r d a y  m o r n i n g .

T h e  s t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r  a n d  
I n d u s t r ie s  in v e s t ig a t e s  t h e  a c c id e n t .  I t  
f i n d s  t h a t  M o b i l  C r a n e  o f  S e a t t le  d i d  n o t  
f o l lo w  r e c o m m e n d e d  p r o c e d u r e s  i n  r a is in g  
t h e  c r a n e  b o o m .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  c it e s  t h e  
c o m p a n y  fo r  a  s a f e t y  v i o l a t i o n .  ;

L a b o r  a n d  In d u s t r ie s  im p o s e s  t h is  f in e :  
$ 3 5 0 .

□  A  J a p a n e s e  d a n c e r  f a l ls  t o  h i s .d e a t h  
d u r i n g  a  p e r f o r m a n c e  w h i l e  s u s p e n d e d  
f r o m  a  r o p e  h a n g i n g  f r o m  a  b u i l d i n g  i n  
P io n e e r  S q u a r e .  L a b o r  a n d  In d u s t r ie s  
in v e s t ig a t e s  t h e  a c c id e n t .  I t  f in d s  t h a t  t h e  
r o p e  w a s  w o r n  a n d  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  
d e s t r o y e d ;  i t  n ls o  f in d s  t h a t  r o p e  w a s  n o t  
n f j t h e  t h ic k n e s s  r e q u ir e d  b y  la w .

. T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  c it e s  O n  t h e  B o a r d s ,  a  
S e a t t le  a r t s  g r o u p  t h a t  w a s  s p o n s o r in g  t h e  
d a n c e r s ’  a p p e a r a n c e  i n  S e a t t le ,  fo r  t h e  tw o  
s a f e t v  v i o l a t i o n s  (a  d e c is io n  w h ic h  O n  t h e

JOHN
MARSHALL

B o a r d s  w i l l  a p p e a l ) .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  a ls o  
c it e s  t h e  N e w  Y o r k  p r o d u c e r s  o f  t h e  d a n r  
c o m p a n y ’s  t o u r .

O n  e a c h  6 f  t h e  t w o  g m u p s ,  L a b o r  a n d  
I n d u s t r ie s  im p o s e s  t h is  f i n e :  $ G 0 0 .

H o w  c a n  s a f e t y  v i o l a t i o n s  t h a t  p r e ­
s u m a b l y  le d  t o  a  m a n ’s  d e a t h  r e s u lt  i n  
o n l y  a  $ 6 0 0  f in e ?  H o w  c a n  a  s a f e t y  
v i o l a t i o n  t h a t  s e n t  a  3 2 - t o n  c r a n e  c r a s h in g  
d o w n  o n  S e a t t le  s t r e e t s  r e s u lt  i n  o n l y  a  
$ 3 5 0  f in e ?  Ate  s u c h  f in e s  s u p p o s e d  t o  h e  
a n y  s o r t  o f  p e n a l t y  o r  p u n i s h m e n t ?  I f  t h is  
is  e n f o r c e m e n t ,  t h e n  i t  s e e m s  t o  b e  
e n f o r c e m e n t  w it h  i t t y  b i t t y  b a b y  t e e t h .

T h a t ' s  e x a c t ly  w h a t  R i c h a r d  D a v is ,  
t h e  n e w  d ir e c t o r  o f  L a b o r  a n d  In d u s t r ie s ,  
t h o u g h t  w h e n  h e  t o o k  o v e r  t h e  j o b  e ig h t  
m o n t h s  a g o  i n  t h e  G a r d n e r  a d m in i s t r a ­
t i o n .  T h e  l o n g t i m e  e x e c u t iv e  a t  P a c i f ic  
N o r t h w e s t  B e l l  s a w  s u c h  s m n l l  f in e s  b e i n g

a s s e s s e d  a n d  i m m e d i a t e l y  w o n d e r e d ,  
‘ ‘ W h e r e  d o  w e  g e t  t h e s e  a m o u n t s ? ”

T h u s  d i d  D a v i s  e m b a r k  o n  a  j o u r n e y  
d o w n  t h e  r a b b i t  h o l e  o f  s t a t e  la w  a n d  
s t a t e  b u r e a u c r a c y , t o  a  p la c e  w h e r e  s u c h  
f in e s  fo r  s a f e t y  v io la t i o n s  a r e  set a c c o r d in g  
t o  a  c o m p l ic a t e d  t h r e e - p a g e  f o r m u la ,  a  
f o n n u l n  t h a t  d o e s n ' t  e v e n  t a k e  i n t o  
a c c o u n t  w h e t h e r  a  d e a t h  h a s  r e s u lt e d  
f r o m  t h e  s a f e t y  v io l a t io n s .

W h a t  m a t t e r s  t o  L a b o r  a n d  In d u s t r ie s  
a n d  d e t e r m in e s  it s  f in e s ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  s t a t e  
la w , is  w h e t h e r  s u c h  s a f e t y  v i o l a t i o n s  a r e  
‘ ‘ w i l l f u l ”  a n d  ‘ ‘ r e p e a t e d . ’ ’  I f  60 , t h e n  t h e  
m a x i m 1 n  f in e  is  $ 1 0 ,0 0 0 .

B u t  i f  s a f e t y  v io la t i o n s  a r e  “ s e r io u s "  
h u t  a r e  n o t  p a r t  o f  a  r e p e a t e d  p a t t e r n ,  
a c c id e n t s  s u c h  a s  t h o s e  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  
S e a t t le  c r a n e  o r  t h e  J a p a n e s e  d a n c e r ,  t h e n  
t h e  m a x i m u m  f in e  is  o n l y  $ 1 ,0 0 0 .  A n d  t h e  
c o m p le x  f o r m u la  u s e d  m e a n s  t h a t  t h e  
$ 1 ,0 0 0  f in e  is  r a r e ly  a s s e s s e d .

T h e  r e s u lt  o f  D a v i s ’ j o u r n e y  is  t h a t  
L n l i o r  a n d  I n d u s t r ie s  p l a n s  t o  a s k  t i ie  
L e g is la t u r e  t o  r n iR e  t h e  $ 1 ,0 0 0  m a x im u m  
f in e ,  i n  e f fe c t  s in c e  1 9 7 3 ,  t o  $ 5 ,0 0 0 . T h e  
d e p a r t m e n t  n ls o  is  c o n d u c t i n g  a n  e x a m i ­
n a t io n  o f  t h e  f in e s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  u s e d  b y  
o t h e r  s t a t e s  a n d  t h e  f e d e r a l g o v e r n m e n t  t o  
s e e  i f  c h a n g e s  in  s t a t e  la w  a r e  w a r r a n t e d .

B u t  D a v i e  e m p h a s iz e s  t h n t  h is  d e p a r t ­
m e n t  r e m a in s  m u c h  m o r e  in t e r e s t e d  in  
m a k i n g  s u r e  t h a t  s a f e t y  v i o l a t i o n s  d o n ’ t 
h a p p e n  a g a i n  t h a n  i n  p u n i s h i n g  p a s t  
v i o l a t i o n s .  E s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  e v e n  D a v is  
a d m i t s  t h a t  t h e  lo w  f in e s  a l l o w e d  b y  la w  
c a n  b e  s e e n  a s  n o t h i n g  m o r e  t h a n  
" n u is a n c e  f in e s .”

“ W e  h a v e  l i f e - t h r e a t e n in g  s it u a t io n s  
o u t  i n  t h e  w o r k p la c e  w h e r e  w e  h a v e  f i n i n g  
a u t h o r i t y ,"  D a v i s  s a y s .  " B u t  w e ’d  r a t h e r  
h a v e  a  f ir m  s p e n d  it s  m o n e y  r e s o lv in g  
s a f e t y  p r o b le m s  t h a n  u s  g o  a r o u n d  f i n i n g  
p e o p l e .  T h e  w h o le  k e y  is  m a k i n g  s u r e  
t h e r e  a r e  n o  r e p e a t  v i o l a t i o n s ."

L a b o r  a n d  I n d u s t r ie s ’  p h i l o s o p h y  in  
t h is  m a y  m a k e  s o m e  s e n s e . B u t  i t  d o e s  n o t  
d i m i n i s h  t h e  s e n s e  o f  o u t r a g e  t h a t  r e s u lt s  
w h e n  a  w o r n  r o p e  s e n d s  a  m a n  t o  t h e  m o s t  
h o r r ib le  o f  p u b l i c  d e a t h s ,  a n d  t h e  s t a t e ’s  
r e s p o n s e  is  a  $ 6 0 0  w r is t  s la p .

P e r h a p s  j u s t i c e  a n d  p u n i s h m e n t  a r e  
t h e  c o u r t s ’ c o n c e r n s .  B u t  it  s t i l l  s a y s  
s o m e t h i n g  v e r y  s a d  a b o u t  a  s o c ie t y  w h e n  
s a f e t y  v i o l a t i o n s  c a n  e n d  a  l i f e  a n d  t h e  
o n l y  p e n a l t y  i m p o s e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e  is  a  few  
h u n d r e d  b u c k s .
□  P-l staff columnist John Marshall ap­
pears here Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday.
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S t a t e  o f  W a s h in g t o n  4 9 t h  L e g i s l a t u r e  1986 R e g u l a r  S e s s i o n

by S e n a t o r s  W a r n k e ,  N ew ho u se .  V o g n i l d  and B a u e r

Read f i r s t  t im e  1 / 2 1 / 8 6  and r e f e r r e d  t o  C o m m itte e  on Commerce &
L a b o r .

1 AN ACT R e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  W a s h in g t o n  i n d u s t r i a l  s a f e t y  and h e a l t h

2 a c t :  am en d in g RCW 4 9 . 1 7 . 1 4 0 ,  4 9 . 1 7 . 1 8 0 ,  and 4 9 . 1 7 . 1 9 0 ;  and

3 p r e s c r i b i n g  p e n a l t i e s .

4 BE I T  ENACTED BY THE L E G IS L A T U R E  OF THE S TA T E  OF WASHINGTON.

5 S e c .  1 .  S e c t i o n  1 4 .  c h a p t e r  8 0 .  Law s  o f  1973 and RCW 4 9 . 1 7 . 1 4 0

6 a r e  e a c h  amended t o  r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s :

7 ( 1 )  I f  a f t e r  an  i n s p e c t i o n  o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h e  d i r e c t o r  o r  h i s

8 a u t h o r i z e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  i s s u e s  a c i t a t i o n  u n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f

9 RCW 4 9 . 1 7 . 1 2 0  o r  4 9 . 1 7 . 1 3 0 ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  w i t h i n  a r e a s o n a b l e  t im e

10 a f t e r  t h e  t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  s u c h  i n s p e c t i o n  o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  s h a l l

11 n o t i f y  t h e  e m p lo y e r  by c e r t i f i e d  m a i l  o f  t h e  p e n a l t y  t o  be a s s e s s e d

12 u n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  RCW 4 9 . 1 7 . 1 8 0  and s h a l l  s t a t e  t h a t  t h e

13 e m p lo y e r  h a s  f i f t e e n  w o r k i n g  d a y s  w i t h i n  w h ic h  t o  n o t i f y  t h e  d i r e c t o r

14 t h a t  he w i s h e s  t o  a p p e a l  t h e  c i t a t i o n  o r  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  p e n a l t y .  I f .

15 w i t h i n  f i f t e e n  w o r k i n g  d a y s  f ro m  t h e  c o m m u n ic a t io n  o f  t h e  n o t i c e

16 i s s u e d  by t h e  d i r e c t o r  t h e  e m p lo y e r  f a i l s  to  n o t i f y  t h e  d i r e c t o r  t h a t

17 he i n t e n d s  t o  a p p e a l  t h e  c i t a t i o n  o r  a s s e s s m e n t  p e n a l t y ,  an d  no

18 n o t i c e  i s  f i l e d  by a n y  e m p lo y e e  o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  e m p lo y e e s  u n d e r

19 s u b s e c t i o n  ( 3 )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  w i t h i n  s u c h  t i m e ,  t h e  c i t a t i o n  and t h e

20 a s s e s s m e n t  s h a l l  be deemed a f i n a l  o r d e r  o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  a n d n o t

21 s u b j e c t  t o  r e v i e w  by a n y  c o u r t  o r  a g e n c y .

22 ( 2 )  I f  t h e  d i r e c t o r  h a s  r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  an  e m p lo y e r  h a s

23 f a i l e d  t o  c o r r e c t  a v i o l a t i o n  f o r  w h ic h  a c i t a t i o n  h a s  b een i s s u e d

24 w i t h i n  t h e  p e r i o d  p e r m i t t e d  i n  t h e  c i t a t i o n  f o r  i t s  c o r r e c t i o n ,  w h ic h

25 p e r i o d  s h a l l  n o t  b e g i n  t o  r u n  u n t i l  t h e  e n t r y  o f  a f i n a l  o r d e r  i n  t h e

26 c a s e  o f  a n y  a p p e a l  p r o c e e d i n g s  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  i n i t i a t e d  by t h e

27 e m p lo y e r  i n  good f a i t h  and n o t  s o l e l y  f o r  d e l a y  o r  a v o i d a n c e  o f

28 p e n a l t i e s ,  t h e  d i r e c t o r  s h a l l  n o t i f y  t h e  e m p lo y e r  by c e r t i f i e d  m a i l

29 o f  s u c h  f a i l u r e  t o  c o r r e c t  t h e  v i o l a t i o n  and o f  t h e  p e n a l t y  t o  be
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S e e .  I

1 a s s e s s e d  u n d e r  RCW ' i n .  1 7 . 1 8 0  by r e a s o n  o f  s u c h  f a i l u r e ,  an d  s h a l l

2 s t a t e  t h a t  t h e  e m p lo y e r  h a s  f i f t e e n  w o r k i n g  d a y s  f r o m  t h e

3 c o m m u n ic a t io n  o f  s u c h  n o t i f i c a t i o n  and a s s e s s m e n t  o f  p e n a l t y  t o

4 n o t i f y  t h e  d i r e c t o r  t h a t  he w i s h e s  t o  a p p e a l  t h e  d i r e c t o r ’ s

5 n o t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  p e n a l t y .  I f ,  w i t h i n  f i f t e e n  

G w o r k i n g  d a y s  f r o m  t h e  r e c e i p t  o f  n o t i f i c a t i o n  i s s u e d  by t h e  d i r e c t o r

7 t h e  e m p lo y e r  f a l l s  t o  n o t i f y  t h e  d i r e c t o r  t h a t  he i n t e n d s  t o  a p p e a l  
*

8 t h e  n o t i f i c a t i o n  o f  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  p e n a l t y ,  t h e  n o t i f i c a t i o n  and

9 a s s e s s m e n t  o f  p e n a l t y  s h a l l  be deemed a f i n a l  o r d e r  o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t

10 and n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  r e v i e w  by a n y  c o u r t  o r  a g e n c y .

11 ( 3 )  I f  a n y  e m p lo y e r  n o t i f i e s  t h e  d i r e c t o r  t h a t  he i n t e n d s  t o

12 a p p e a l  t h e  c i t a t i o n  i s s u e d  u n d e r  e i t h e r  RCW 4 9 . 1 7 . 1 2 0  o r  4 9 . 1 7 . 1 3 0  o r

13 n o t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  a p e n a l t y  i s s u e d  u n d e r  s u b s e c t i o n s

14 ( 1 )  o r  ( 2 )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  o r  i f ,  w i t h i n  f i f t e e n  w o r k i n g  d a y s  f ro m

15 t h e  i s s u a n c e  o f  a c i t a t i o n  u n d e r  e i t h e r  RCW 4 9 . 1 7 . 1 2 0  o r  4 9 . 1 7 . 1 3 0

16 a n y  e m p lo y e e  o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  e m p lo y e e s  f i l e s  a n o t i c e  w i t h  t h e

17 d i r e c t o r  a l l e g i n g  t h a t  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  f i x e d  i n  t h e  c i t a t i o n  f o r

18 t h e  a b a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  v i o l a t i o n  i s  u n r e a s o n a b l e ,  t h e  d i r e c t o r  may

19 r e a s s u m e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  t h e  e n t i r e  m a t t e r ,  o r  a n y  p o r t i o n  t h e r e o f

20 upon w h i c h  n o t i c e  o f  i n t e n t i o n  t o  a p p e a l  h a s  b ee n  f i l e d  w i t h  t h e

21 d i r e c t o r  p u r s u a n t  to  t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n .  I f  t h e  d i r e c t o r  r e a s s u m e s

22 j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  a l l  o r  a n y  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  m a t t e r  upon w h i c h  n o t i c e  o f

23 a p p e a l  h a s  been f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  d i r e c t o r ,  a n y  r e d e t e r m i n a t i o n  s h a l l  he

24 c o m p l e t e d  and c o r r e c t i v e  n o t i c e s  o f  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  p e n a l l y ,  c i t a t i o n s ,

25 o r  r e v i s e d  p e r i o d s  o f  a b a t e m e n t  c o m p l e t e d  w i t h i n  a p e r i o d  o f

26 ( ( f i f t e e n ) )  t h i r t y  w o r k i n g  d a y s ,  w h i c h  r c d e r c r m i n a t i o n  s h a l l  th e n

27 become f i n a l  s u b j e c t  t o  d i r e c t  a p p e a l  t o  t h e  b o a r d  o f  i n d u s t r i a l

28 I n s u r a n c e  a p p e a l s  w i t h i n  f i f t e e n  w o r k i n g  d a y s  o f  s u c h  r o d e t c r m l n u t i o n

29 w i t h  s e r v i c e  o f  n o t i c e  o f  a p p e a l  upon t h e  d i r e c t o r .  I n  t h e  e v e n t

30 t h a t  t h e  d i r e c t o r  d o c s  n o t  r e a s s u m e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  a s  p r o v i d e d  i n  t h i s

31 s u b s e c t i o n ,  he s h a l l  p r o m p t l y  n o t i f y  t h e  s t a t e  b o a r d  o f  i n d u s t r i a l

32  i n s u r a n c e  a p p e a l s  o f  a l l  n o t i f i c a t i o n s  oT i n t e n t i o n  t o  a p p e a l  a n y

33 s u c h  c i t a t i o n s ,  a n y  s u c h  n o t i c e s  o f  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  p e n a l t y  a n d  a n y

34 e m p lo y e e  o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  e m p lo y e e s  n o t i c e  o f  i n t e n t i o n  t o  a p p e a l

35 t h e  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  f i x e d  f o r  a b a t e m e n t  o f  a v i o l a t i o n  a n d i n  a d d i t i o n

36 c e r t i f y  a f u l l  c o p y  o f  t h e  r e c o r d  i n  s u c h  a p p e a l  m a t t e r s  t o  t l ie

S R  4721 2 -

1 b o a r d .  T h e  d i r e c t o r  s h a l l  a d o p t  r u l e s  o f  p r o c e d u r e  f o r  t h e

2 r c a s s u m p t l o n  o f  j u r i s d i c t i o n  uVtder t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n  a f f o r d i n g

3 e m p l o y e r s ,  e m p l o y e e s ,  and e m p lo y e e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  n o t i c e  o f  t h e

4 r c a s s u m p t l o n  o f  j u r i s d i c t i o n  by t h e  d i r e c t o r ,  and an  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o

5 o b j e c t  o r  s u p p o r t  t h e  r e a s s u m p l i o n  o f  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  e i t h e r  i n  w r i t i n g

6 o r  o r a l l y  a t  a n  I n f o r m a l  c o n f e r e n c e  t o  be h e l d  p r i o r  t o  t h e

7  e x p i r a t i o n  o f  t h e  ( ( f i f t e e n ) )  t h i r t y - d a y  p e r i o d .  A n o t i c e  o f  a p p e a l

8 f i l e d  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  s t a y  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  a n y  c i t a t i o n

9 o r  n o t i c e  o f  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  a p e n a l t y  p e n d in g  r e v i e w  by t h e  b o a r d

10 o f  i n d u s t r i a l  i n s u r a n c e  a p p e a l s ,  b u t  s u c h  a p p e a l  s h a l l  no t  s t a y  t h e

11 e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  a n y  o r d e r  o f  i m m e d ia t e  r e s t r a i n t  i s s u e d  b y  t h e

12 d i r e c t o r  u n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  RCW 4 9 . 1 7 . 1 3 0 .  T h e  h o a r d  o f

13 i n d u s t r i a l  i n s u r a n c e  a p p e a l s  s h a l l  a f f o r d  an o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a

14 h e a r i n g  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  e a c h  s u c h  a p p e l l a n t  and t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l

15 be r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  s u c h  h e a r i n g  by t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  and t h e  b o a r d

16 s h a l l  I n  a d d i t i o n  p r o v i d e  a f f e c t e d  e m p lo y e e s  o r  a u t h o r i z e d

17 r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  a f f e c t e d  e m p lo y e e s  an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e

18 a s  p a r t i e s  t o  h e a r i n g s  u n d e r  t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n .  T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l

19 t h e r e a f t e r  make d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  i s s u e s  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h

20 p r o c e d u r e s  r e l a t i v e  t o  c o n t e s t e d  c a s e s  a p p e a l e d  t o  t h e  s t a t e  b o a r d  o f

21 i n d u s t r i a l  i n s u r a n c e  a p p e a l s .

22  Upon a p p l i c a t i o n  b y  an  e m p l o y e r  s h o w i n g  t h a t  a good f a i t h  e f f o r t

23  t o  c o m p ly  w i t h  t h e  a b a t e m e n t  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  a c i t a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  made

24 and t h a t  t h e  a b a t e m e n t  h a s  n o t  b e e n  c o m p l e t e d  b e c a u s e  o f  f a c t o r s

25 beyond h i s  c o n t r o l ,  t h e  d i r e c t o r  a f t e r  a f f o r d i n g  an  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a

2 6  h e a r i n g  s h a l l  i s s u e  an o r d e r  a f f i r m i n g  o r  m o d i f y i n g  t h e  a b a t e m e n t

27 r e q u i r e m e n t s  i n  s u c h  c i t a t i o n .

28 S e c .  2 .  S e c t i o n  1 8 ,  c i n p t e r  8 0 ,  I .aw s  o f  1973 an d RCW 4 9 . 1 7 . 1 8 0

2 9 a r e  e a c h  amended t o  r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s :

30  ( 1 )  Any e m p lo y e r  who w i l f u l l y  o r  r e p e a t e d l y  v i o l a t e s  t h e

31 r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  RCW 4 9 . 1 7 . 0 6 0 ,  ( ( o r >) o f  a n y  s a f e t y  ( ( a m i ) )  o r  h e a l t h

32 s t a n d a r d  p r o m u l g a t e d  u n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  o f  a n y

33 e x i s t i n g  r u l e  o r  r e g u l a t i o n  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  emplo yment

34 p r o m u l g a t e d  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  o r  o f  a n y  o r d e r  i s s u e d  g r a n t i n g  a

35 v a r i a n c e  u n d e r  RCW 4 9 . 1 7 . 0 8 0  o r  4 9 . 1 7 . 0 9 0  may bo a s s e s s e d  a c i v i l

3 6  p e n a l t y  n o t  t o  e x c e e d  ( ( t e a ) )  f i f t y  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  f o r  e a c h

- 3 -  SO 4721



:>r»n iy  i»« -
•111. u i b b  " ' : ?*r

1 v io la t io n .
( 2 )  A n y  e m p l o y e r  who h a s  r e c e i v e d  a c i t a t i o n  f o r  a  s e r i o u s  

v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  RCW 4 0 . 1 7 . 0 ( 1 0 ,  o r  a n y  s a f e l y  o r  

h e a l t h  s t a n d a r d  p r o m u l g a t e d  u n d e r  ( h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  o f  

a n y  e x i s t i n g  r u l e  o r  r e g u l a t i o n  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  

em plo ym ent p r o m u l g a t e d  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  o r  o f  a n y  o r d e r  i s s u e d  

g r a n t i n g  a v a r i a n c e  u n d e r  RCW 4 0 . 1 7 . OHO o r  4 0 . 1 7 . 0 0 0  o s  d e t e r m i n e d  i n  

a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  s u b s e c t i o n  ( f i )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  s h a l l  he a s s e s s e d  a 

c i v i l  p e n a l t y  n o t  t o  e x c e e d  ( ( e H e ) )  f i v e  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  f o r  e a c h

l  v i o l a t i o n .

( 3 )  A n y  e m p l o y e r  who h a s  r e c e i v e d  a c i t a t i o n  f o r  a v i o l a t i o n  o f

12 t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  RCW 4 9 . 1 7 . O f i O ,  o f  a n y  s a f e t y  ( ( a n d ) )  o r  h e a l t h

13 s t a n d a r d  p r o m u l g a t e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  ( ( o r ) )  o f  a n y  e x i s t i n g  r u l e

14 o r  r e g u l a t i o n  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  emplo yment p r o m u l g a t e d  by 

t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  o r  o( a n y  o r d e r  I s s u e d  g r a n t i n g  a v a r i a n c e  u n d e r  RCW

16 4 9 . 1 7 . 0 8 0  o r  4 9 . 1 7 . 0 9 0 ,  w h e re  s u c h  v i o l a t i o n  i s  s p e c i f i c a l l y

17 d e t e r m i n e d  n o t  t o  be o f  a s e r i o u s  n a t u r e  a s  p r o v i d e d  i n  s u b s e c t i o n

18 ( 6 )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  may be a s s e s s e d  a c i v i l  p e n a l t y  not t o  e x c e e d  

( ( e n e ) )  t h r e e  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  f o r  e a c h  s u c h  v i o l a t i o n ,  u n l e s s  s u c h  

v i o l a t i o n  i s  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  he de  m i n i m i s .

( 4 )  A n y  e m p l o y e r  who f a i l s  to  c o r r e c t  a v i o l a t i o n  f o r  w h i c h  u

22 c i t a t i o n  h a s  been i s s u e d  u n d e r  RCW 4 9 . I 7 . 1 2 C  o r  4 9 . 1 7 . 1 3 0  w i t h i n  t h e

23 p e r i o d  p e r m i t t e d  f o r  i t s  c o r r e c t i o n ,  w h i c h  p e r i o d  s h a l l  n o t  b e g i n  to  

r u n  u n t i l  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  f i n a l  o r d e r  o f  t h e  h o a r d  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  

i n s u r a n c e  a p p e a l s  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  a n y  r e v i e w  p r o c e e d i n g s  u n d e r  t h i s

26 c h a p t e r  i n i t i a t e d  by t h e  e m p lo y e r  i n  good f a i t h  and n o t  s o l e l y  f o r

27 d e l a y  o r  a v o i d a n c e  o f  p e n a l t i e s ,  may be a s s e s s e d  a c i v i l  p e n a l t y  o f

no t  more t h a n  ( ( e n e ) )  f i v e  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  f o r  e a c h  d a y  d u r i n g  w h i c h

29 s u c h  f a i l u r e  o r  v i o l a t i o n  c o n t i n u e s .

( 5 )  Any e m p l o y e r  who v i o l a t e s  a n y  o f  t h e  p o s t i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  

t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  o r  a n y  o f  t h e  p o s t i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  r u l e s  p r o m u l g a t e d

32 by t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h i s  c h a p t e r  r e l a t e d  t o  e m p lo y e e  o r

33 e m p lo y e e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ' s  r i g h t s  t o  n o t i c e ,  i n c l u d i n g  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d

t o  t h o s e  e m p lo y e e  r i g h t s  t o  n o t i c e  s e t  f o r t h  i n  RCW 4 9 . 1 7 . U 8 0 ,

35 4 9 . 1 7 . 0 9 0 ,  4 9 . 1 7 . 1 2 0 ,  4 9 . 1 7 . 1 3 0 ,  4 9 . 1 7 . 2 2 0 ( 1 )  and 4 9 . 1 7 . 2 4 0 ( 2 ) ,  s h a l l

36  be a s s e s s e d  a p e n a l t y  ( ( e f ) )  no t  t o  e x c e e d  ( ( e n e ) )  t h r e e  t h o u s a n d
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1 d o l l a r s  f o r  e a c h  s u c h  v i o l a t i o n .  A n y  e m p l o y e r  who v i o l a t e s  a n y  o f

2 t h e  p o s t i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  t h e  p o s t i n g  o f  I n f o r m a t i o n a l .

3 e d u c a t i o n a l ,  o r  t r a i n i n g  m n t o r l u l s  u n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  RCW

4 4 9 . 1 7 . 0 . 1 0 ( 7 ) ,  may bn a s s e s s e d  a p e n a l t y  ( ( o f ) )  not t o  e x c e e d  one 

,r> t h o u s a nd f i v e  h u n d r e d  d o l l a r s  f o r  e a c h  s u c h  v i o l a t i o n .

fi ( l i )  F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  a s e r i o u s  v i o l a t i o n  s h a l l

7 he deemed t o  e x i s t  i n  a w o rk  p l a c e  I f  t h e r e  i s  a s u b s t a n t i a l

8 p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  d e a t h  o r  s e r i o u s  p h y s i c a l  harm c o u l d  r e s u l t  f r o m  a

9 c o n d i t i o n  w h i c h  e x i s t s ,  o r  Trom one o r  more p r a c t i c e s ,  m e a n s .

10 m e t h o d s ,  o p e r a t i o n s ,  o r  p r o c e s s e s  w h i c h  h a v e  b een a d o p t e d  o r  o r e  In

11 u s e  i n  s u c h  w o rk  p l a c e ,  u n l e s s  t h e  e m p lo y e r  d i d  n o t .  and c o u l d  not

12 w i t h  t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  r e a s o n a b l e  d i l i g e n c e ,  know o f  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f

13 t h e  v i o l a t i o n .

>4 ( 7 )  T h e  d i r e c t o r ,  o r  h i s  a u t h o r i z e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  s h a l l  h a ve

15 a u t h o r i t y  t o  a s s e s s  a l l  c i v i l  p e n a l t i e s  p r o v i d e d  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n .

16 g i v i n g  due c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  o f  t h e  p e n a l t y  w i l h

17 r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  number o f  a f f e c t e d  e m p lo y e e s  o f  t h e  e m p l o y e r  b e i n g

18 c h a r g e d ,  t h e  g r a v i t y  o f  t h e  v i o l a t i o n ,  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  e m p l o y e r ' s

19 b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  good f a i t h  o f  t h e  e m p l o y e r ,  and t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  p r e v i o u s

20 v i o l a t i o n s .

21 ( 8 )  C i v i l  p e n a l t i e s  im p o sed u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  s h a l l  be p a i d  to

22 t h e  d i r e c t o r  f o r  d c p r s i t  I n  t h e  s u p p l e m e n t a l  p e n s i o n  fu n d  e s t a b l i s h e d  

2.1 by RCW 5 1 . 4 1 . 0 3 3 .  C i v i l  p e n a l t i e s  may be r e c o v e r e d  I n  a c i v i l  a c t i o n

24 I n  t h e  name o f  t h e  d e p o r t m e n t  b r o u g h t  I n  t h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  o f  tln-

25 c o u n t y  w h e r e  t h e  v i o l a t i o n  i s  a l l e g e d  t o  h a v e  o c c u r r e d ,  o r  th e

26 d e p a r t m e n t  may u t i l i z e  t h e  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  c i v i l

27 p e n a l t i e s  a s  s o t  f o r t h  I n  RCW 5 1 . 4 8 . 1 2 0  t h r o u g h  5 1 . 4 8 . 1 5 0 .

28 S e c .  3 .  S e c t i o n  1 9 .  c h a p t e r  8 0 .  L a w s  o f  197.1 and RCW 4 9 . 1 7 . 1 9 ( 1

29 a r e  e a c h  amended t o  r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s :

3 0  ( I )  A n y  p e r s o n  who g i v e s  a d v a n c e  n o t i c e  o f  a n y  i n s p e c t i o n  t o  hi

31 c o n d u c t e d  u n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  c o n s e n t  o l

32 t h e  d i r e c t o r  o r  h i s  a u t h o r i z e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  s h a l l ,  upon c o n v i c t i o i  

.13 be g u i l t y  o f  a g r o s s  m is d e m e a n o r  nnd be p u n i s h e d  by a f i n e  o f  not

34 more t h a n  one t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  o r  b y  im p r is o n m e n t  f o r  n o t  m ore that

35 s i x  m o n t h s ,  o r  by b o t h .

.16 ( 2 )  W hoever  k n o w i n g l y  m a k es  a n y  f a l s e  s t a t r m e n t  . r e p r e s e n t a t i o n
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I o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  i n  a n y  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  r e c o r d ,  r e p o r t ,  p l a n ,  o r  o t h e r

2 docum ent f i l e d  o r  r e q u i r e d  t o  be m a i n t a i n e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h i s  c h a p t e r

3 s h a l l ,  upon c o n v i c t i o n  be g u i l t y  o f  a g r o s s  m is d e m e a n o r  and be

4 p u n i s h e d  by a f i n e  o f  n o t  more t h a n  t u n  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s ,  o r  by

5 im p r is o n m e n t  f o r  no t  more t h a n  s i x  m o n th s  o r  by b o t h .

6 ( 3 )  Any e m p lo y e r  who w i l f u l l y  and k n o w i n g l y  v i o l a t e s  t h e

7 r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  ItCW 4 9 . l 7 . 0 l i 0 .  a n y  s a f e t y  ( ( a n d ) )  o r  h e a l t h  s t a n d a r d

8 * p r o m u l g a t e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  a n y  e x i s t i n g  r u l e  o r  r e g u l a t i o n

9 g o v e r n i n g  t h e  s a f e t y  ( ( a n d ) )  o r  h e a l t h  c o n d i t i o n s  o r  em p lo ym en t  and

10 a d o p t e d  by t h e  d i r e c t o r ,  o r  a n y  o r d e r  i s s u e d  g r a n t i n g  a v a r i a n c e

11 u n d e r  RCW 4 9 . 1 7 . 0 8 0  o r  4 9 . 1 7 . 0 9 0  and t h a t  v i o l a t i o n  c a u s e d  d e a t h  t o

12 a n y  e m p lo y e e  s h a l l ,  upon c o n v i c t i o n  be g u i l t y  o f  a g r o s s  m is d e m e a n o r

13 and be p u n i s h e d  by a l i n e  o f  no t  more t h a n  ( ( t e n ) )  one  h u n d r e d

14 t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  o r  by im p r is o n m e n t  f o r  not more t h a n  s i x  m o n th s  o r

15 by b o t h ;  e x c e p t ,  t h a t  i f  t h e  c o n v i c t i o n  i s  f o r  a v i o l a t i o n  c o m m itt e d

16 a f t e r  a f i r s t  c o n v i c t i o n  o f  s u c h  p e r s o n ,  p u n is h m e n t  s h a l l  be a  f i n e

17 o f  no t  more t h a n  ( ( t w e n t y ) )  two h u n d r e d  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  o r  by

18 im p r is o n m e n t  f o r  n o t  more t h a n  one y e a r ,  o r  by b o t h .

19 ( 4 )  A n y  e m p lo y e r  who h a s  been i s s u e d  an  o r d e r  i m m e d i a t e l y

20 r e s t r a i n i n g  a c o n d i t i o n ,  p r a c t i c e ,  m e th o d ,  p r o c e s s ,  o r  means i n  t h e

21 w o rk  p l a c e ,  p u r s u a n t  t o  RCW 4 9 . 1 7 . 1 . 1 0  o r  4 9 . 1 7 . i 7 0 ,  an d  who

22 n e v e r t h e l e s s  c o n t i n u e s  s u c h  c o n d i t i o n ,  p r a c t i c e ,  m e th o d ,  p r o c e s s ,  o r

23 m e a n s ,  o r  who c o n t i n u e s  t o  u s e  a m a c h in e  o r  e q u ip m e n t  o r  p a r t  t h c r e o T

24 t o  w h i c h  a n o t i c e  p r o h i b i t i n g  s u c h  u s e  h a s  he en  a t t a c h e d ,  s h a l l  be

25 g u i l t y  o f  a g r o s s  m is d e m e a n o r ,  and upon c o n v i c t i o n  s h a l l  be p u n i s h e d

26 by a f i n e  o f  n o t  more t h a n  ( ( e n e ) )  t e n  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  o r  by

27 im p r is o n m e n t  f o r  n o t  more t h a n  s i x  m o n t h s ,  o r  b y  b o t h .

28 ( 5 )  Any e m p lo y e r  who s h a l l  k n o w i n g l y  r e m o v e ,  d i s p l a c e ,  da m a g e,  o r

29 d e s t r o y ,  o r  c a u s e  t o  he r e m o v e d ,  d i s p l a c e d ,  dam aged,  o r  d e s t r o y e d  a n y

30 s a f e t y  d e v i c e  o r  s a f e g u a r d  r e q u i r e d  to  be p r e s e n t  anti m a i n t a i n e d  by

31 a n y  s a f e t y  o r  h e a l t h  s t a n d a r d ,  r u l e ,  o r  o r d e r  p r o m u l g a t e d  p u r s u a n t  t o

32 t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  o r  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  v e s t e d  i n  t h e  d i r e c t o r

33 u n d e r  RCW 4 3 . 2 2 . 0 5 0  s h a l l ,  upon c o n v i c t i o n ,  be g u i l t y  o f  a

34 m is d e m e a n o r  and be p u n i s h e d  by a f i n e  o f  not m ore t h a n  ( ( tw o -h u m ' .re d

35 f i f t y ) )  one t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  o r  by im p r is o n m e n t  f o r  n o t  m ore th a n

36 n i n e t y  d a y s ,  o r  by b o t h .
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S e c .  3

1 ( R )  W h e n e ve r  t h e  d i r e c t o r  ha^ r e a s o n a b l e  c a u s e  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t

2 a n y  p r o v i s i o n  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  d e f i n i n g  a c r i m e  h a s  b ee n  v i o l a t e d  by

3 a n  e m p l o y e r ,  t h e  d i r e c t o r  s h a l l  c a u s e  a r e c o r d  o f  s u c h  a l l e g e d

4 v i o l a t i o n  t o  be p r e p a r e d ,  n c o p y  o f  w h i c h  s h a l l  be r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e

5 p r o s e c u t i n g  a t t o r n e y  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  w h e r e i n  s u c h  a l l e g e d  v i o l a t i o n  

0  o c c u r r e d ,  and t h e  p r o s e c u t i n g  a t t o r n e y  o f  s u c h  c o u n t y  s h a l l  i n

7 w r i t i n g  a d v i s e  t h e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  he s h a l l  make o f  t h e

8 a l l e g e d  v i o l a t i o n .
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HB 53 - "AN ACT RELATING TO PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS TO 
WORK-PLACE SAFETY LAWS"

This legislation w o u l d  reinforce the legislative intent in 
AS 1 8 . 6 0 . 0 1 0 ( which states that the legislature finds that 
"...personal injuries and illnesses arising out of w o r k  situations 
impose a substantial burden upon, and are a hindrance to, the 
p e o p l e  of the state in terms of loss of production, wage loss, 
m e dic al expenses and disability compensation payments." The 
h e a l t h  and safety of every Alaskan worker should be a first 
p r i o rity in any work-place.

A lask a has continued to have one of the highest occupational 
injury and illness rates in the country. It is therefore 
n ecessary to undertake a program to reduce the incidence of 
w o r k - r e l a t e d  accidents and health hazards in the state. M y  
decision to strengthen the work-place safety laws r esulted from 
past discussions with laborers, and research into case examples of 
the asbestos problems and other work-place accidents that have 
occurred within Alaska. These incidents include the Clear A.F.B. 
case, where avoidable microwave exposure causing severe injury to 
six workers resulted in an approximately $400 fine.

This legislation parallels actions taken by the W ash ington State 
L egislature last year (1936) b y  increasing penalities for serious 
work- p l a c e  violations. For example, under current A laska Statute 
the p e na lty for a serious work-placa safety violation is a maximum 
fine of $1,000. This penalty is then adjusted down ward b y  the 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration  (OSHA), taking into 
consideration factors such as the size of the employee's business, 
good faith of the employer and any previous history of violations. 
The adjusted average fine for a serious vio lation is $175.00.
This penalty structure, which has not been adjusted for the past 
17 years, is not an effective deterrent to serious hazards.

HB 53 would increase the maximum fine to $25,000. With the 
applicat ion of the adjustment formula this is expected to increase 
the average fine to $4,375. The possibility of more severe fines 
should encourage companies to pay more attention to worke r safety. 
In Washington, an equivalent violation  now carries a m a ximum fine 
of $50,000.

There is no reason why an employer can not abide by the standards 
m a t  m e  federal and state statutes have established. There is a



common-la w duty to provide a safe w o r k -site that affects whomever 
supplies and controls that work-site. This duty protects all 
people on the site and not just the employees. (AS18.60.075.)

HB 53 is a deterrent intended to encourage businesse s to conform 
to work-place safety laws and regulations. The main purpose of 
this legislation is to remind employers of t heir resp onsibility to 
prevent accidents. An increase in fines is one w a y  of m aking sure 
that safety in the work-place is a top priority. Employees and 
the public need this protection. If an employer complies with 
required statutes and standards, then there should be no worry of 
being fined. Small fines are not effective enough to mak e changes 
occur.

It is the sponsor's earnest hope that g r ea ter compliance will 
result in a decrease in the number of fines levied. Collected 
fines levied will be deposited into the general fund which can be 
used to offset the temporary adm inistrative costs that the 
Department of Labor will have until the new fines are promulgated.
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common - l a w  duty to provide a safe work-si te that affects whomever 
supplies and controls that work-site. This duty protects all 
people on the site and not just the employees. (AS18.60.075.)

HB 53 is a deterrent intended to encourage businesse s to conform 
to w ork- p l a c e  safety lav/s and regulations. The ma in purp ose of 
this legislation is to remind employers of their respons ibility to 
prevent accidents. An increase in fines is one w a y  of making sure 
that safety in the work-pl ace is a top priority. Employees and 
the public need this protection. If an emplo yer complies with 
required statutes and standards, then there should be no worry of 
being fined. Small fines are not effective enough to make changes 
occur.

It is the sponsor's earnest hope that greater c omplia nce will 
result in a decrease in the number of fines levied. Collected 
fines levied will be deposited into the general fund w h i c h  can be 
used to offset the temporary a dministrative costs that the 
Department of Labor will have until the new fines are promulgated.
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T i t ^ S  "/\n Act  r e l a t i n g  t o  p e n a l t i e s  f o r
v i o l a t i o n  o f  wo r k p l a c e  s a f e t y  l a ws . "

C o n t a c t .  E i l e e n  P l a t e  
465- 2700

Ri c h a r d  Arab 
465- ^856

D a te  February 3, 1987

Under  Commi t t ee  S u b s t i t u t e  f o r  House B i l l  53 ,  t h e  p e n a l t i e s  a s s e s s e d  by t h e  
De pa r t me n t  o f  Labor  f o r  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  A l a s k a ' s  Oc c u p a t i o n a l  S a f e t y  and He a l t h  
l aw and r e g u l a t i o n s  woul d be i n c r e a s e d .

S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  b i l l :

(1)  i n c r e a s e  t h e  maximum p e n a l t y  f o r  a w i l l f u l  o r  r e p e a t  v i o l a t i o n  f rom
5 1 0 , 0 0 0  t o  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0 ;

(2)  e s t a b l i s h  a $1000 minimum p e n a l t y  f o r  a s e r i o u s  v i o l a t i o n ;  and i n c r e a s e  
t h e  maximum p e n a l t y  f o r  a s e r i o u s  o r  f a i l u r e  t o  a b a t e  v i o l a t i o n  f rom 
$ 1 , 0 0 0  t o  5 1 0 , 0 0 0 ;

( 3)  i n c r e a s e  t h e  maximum p e n a l t y  f o r  a n o n - -  . . j u s  v i o l a t i o n  f r om $1 , 0 0 0  t o  
$ 5 , 0 0 0 ;

( 4)  i n c r e a s e  t h e  maximum p e n a l t y  f o r  a w i l l f u l  o r  r e p e a t  v i o l a t i o n  whi ch 
r e s u l t s  i n  t h e  d e a t h  o f  a wo r k e r  f rom $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  t o  $ 1 5 0 , 0 0 0 ;  and i n c r e a s e  
f rom $ 2 0 , 0 0 0  t o  $500 , 000  t h e  maximum p e n a l t y  f o r  a s e c ond  c o n v i c t i o n  o f  a 
w i l l f u l  o r  r e p e a t  v i o l a t i o n  c a u s i n g  d e a t h ;

( 5)  i n c r e a s e  f r om $ 10 , 000  t o  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0  t h e  maximum p e n a l t y  f o r  f a l s i f y i n g  o r  
o t h e r w i s e  m i s r e p r e s e n t i n g  o c c u p a t i o n a l  s a f e t y  and h e a l t h  r e c o r d s  o r  
d o c u me n t s ;  and

( 6)  i n c r e a s e  t h e  maximum p e n a l t y  f o r  a v i o l a t i o n  o f  o c c u p a t i o n a l  s a f e t y  and 
h e a l t h  p o s t i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f r om $1 , 000  t o  S5 , 000 .

The p e n a l t i e s  i n  e f f e c t  have  no t  been i n c r e a s e d  s i n c e  A l a s k a ' s  o c c u p a t i o n a l  
s a f e t y  and h e a l t h  l aw was i n i t i a l l y  e n a c t e d  i n  1973.

More i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  an o v e r d u e  i n f l a t i o n a r y  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  
p e n a l t y  s y s t e m,  howe ve r ,  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  p e n a l t i e s  woul d s e r v e  as  an e f f e c t i v e  
d e t e r r e n t  t o  w o r k p l a c e  s a f e t y  and h e a l t h  v i o l a t i o n s .  T h i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  w i l l  
t r a n s l a t e  i n t o  s a f e r  w o r k p l a c e s ,  and a r e d u c e d  r i s k  o f  i n j u r y  and i l l n e s s  t o  
A l a s k a ' s  w o r k e r s .

An i n c r e a s e d  e mpha s i s  on wo r k e r  s a f e t y  and h e a l t h  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i m p o r t a n t  i n 
t i me s  o f  e conomi c  d e c l i n e ,  such a s  a r e  p r e s e n t l y  b e i n g  e x p e r i e n c e d .  When 
c o s t - s a v i n g  me a s u r e s  a r e  i mpl ement ed  by e mp l oye r s  d u r i n g  r e c e s s i o n a r y  p e r i o d s ,  
e q u i p me n t  m a i n t e n a n c e  and r e p l a c e m e n t  a r e  d i m i n i s h e d ,  and t h e  need t o  i n c r e a s e  
wo r k e r  p r o d u c t i v i t y  o f t e n  r e s u l t s  i n  u n s a f e  " s h o r t c u t s "  t h a t  woul d n o t  be
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t a k e n  o r  even  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  more p r o s p e r o u s  t i m e s .  The d e t e r r e n t  e f f e c t  o f  
i n c r e a s e d  p e n a l t i e s  w o u l d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a s s u r e  t h a t  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  
c o s t - s a v i n g  me a s u r e s  by Al a s k a  b u s i n e s s  i s  no t  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  o r  t o  t h e  
d e t r i m e n t  o f  t h e  s a f e t y  and h e a l t h  o f  A l a s k a ' s  wo r k e r s .

The De pa r t me n t  o f  Labor '  s u p p o r t s  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  p e n a l t i e s  f o r  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  
A l a s k a ' s  o c c u p a t i o n a l  s a f e t y  and h e a l t h  l aw and r e g u l a t i o n s  a s  p r o v i d e d  i n  
t h i s  b i l l .

Ap p r o v e d :

i / ----   /



Of f e r e d :  1/30/87
Re f e r r e d :  J u d i c i a r y  and
F i n a n c e

O r i g i n a l  sponsors: K o p o n e n ,  Goll
a nd Davis

IN THE H O U S E
BY THE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND
SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 53 (HESS)

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

A  B I L L

F o r  an A ct entitled: "An Act r e l a t i n g  to ‘̂4 k a l?i'es~

p l a c e  s a f e t y  laws."

v i o l a t i o n s  of work-

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF  ALASKA:
t>î,

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  1.8 . 6 0 . 0 9 5 ( a ) / i s  a m ^ h a e d  to read:

(a) An  e m p l o y e r  v̂ fio w i l f u l l y  oaf r e p e a t e d l y  v i o l a t e s  a p r o v i s i o n  

of AS  1 8 . 6 0 . 0 1 0  - 18 . 6 0 . 1 0 5  that is a p p l i c a b l e  to the e m p l o y e r  or  a 

s t a n d a r d  or r e g u l a t i o n  a d o p t e d  u n d e r  AS  1 8 . 6 0 . 0 1 0  - 1 8 . 6 0 . 1 0 5  m ay be 

a s s e s s e d  by the c o m m i s s i o n e r  a civil p e n a l t y  of not m o r e  t h a n  $ 2 5 . 0 0 0  

[ $ 1 0 ,0 0 0] for e a c h  v i o l a t i o n .

* Sec. 2. AS  1 8 . 6 0 . 0 9 5 ( b )  is a m e n d e d  to read: -X \  is*~°
(b) A n  e m p l o y e r  w ho r e c e i v e s  a c i t a t i o n  / o r d ^ s erio u s  violatigjl

of a p r o v i s i o n  of AS 18 . 6 0 . 0 1 0 L8.60.10! it is a p p l i c a b l e  to the

e m p l o y e r  or of a s t a n d a r d  or  r e g u l a t i o n  a d o p t e d  u n d e r  AS 1 8 . 6 0 . 0 1 0  - 

1 8 . 6 0 . 1 0 5  shall be a s s e s s e d  by the c o m m i s s i o n e r  a c i vil p e n a l t y  of not 

>-less t h a n  [UP TO] $ 1 , 0 0 0  a nd not m o r e  t h ^ f f $10^00)^ for e a c h  v i o l a t i o n .  

Mar p u r p e r s e ^ ^ f  this sub s e c t i o n ,  a s e ^ ous'~Vi'5lati o p ^ ? s  c o n s i d e r e d  to 

e x ist if the v i o l a t i o n  c r e ates in the p l ace of e m p l o y m e n t  a 

s u b s t a n t i a l  p r o b a b i T i X y  of d e a t h  o r s e r i ous p h y s i c a l  h a r m t " H o w e v e r ^  

s e r i o u s  v i o l a t i o n  is not c o n s i d e r e d  to exist if the e m p l o y e r  d i d n ot 

a n d  c o u l d  not w i t h  the e x e r c i s e  of r e a s o n a b l e  d i l i g e n c e ,  k n o w  of the 

sresence of the vi o l a t i o n .

* Sec. 3. AS 1 8 . 6 0 . 0 9 5 ( c )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(c) A n  e m p l o y e r  w h o  r e ^ e i v e s a  c i t a t i b r T ^ o r  a v i o l a t i o n  of 

p r o v i s i o n  of AS 1 8 . 6 0 . 0 1 0  - 18/607X05" that is a p p l i c a b l e  to the

HB0053B - 1 - CSHB 53(HESS)



\ c h a p t e r  shall be a s s e s s e d  by the c o m m i s s i o n e r  a civil p e n s 1 ’• of  up  to 

95.000 [$iy000] for e a c h  v i o l ation.

^ 5 ^ -  The a m e n d m e n t s  m a d e  by this A c t  a p p l y  to v i o l a t i o n s  that 

o c c u r  on or  a f t e r  the e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of this Act.

\ *
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O c c .  H e a l t h
i H H H H H s n a n n
■* * £*cr*rrverrto &»« • To^Ktiy, Juty 2,1W 5

e x e c s  In j o b 1

3y SHARON COHEN
;  M A Y W O O D ,  I I I .  ( A P )  —  T h r e e  1 
C o r n ie r  e x e c u t iv e s  o f  a  s llv e r -r e c y c l-  
l a g  p la n t  w e r e  s e n t e n c e d  M o n d a y  to 
2 5  y e a r s  e a c h  In  p r is o n  a n d  l i n e d  
,S 3 0 ,0 0 0  e a c h  f o r  t h e ir  l a n d m a r k  
m u r d e r  c o n v ic t io n s  I n  t h e  jo b - r e ­
la t e d  c y a n id e  d e a t h  o f  a  w ork er .

'C o o k  C o u n t y  C ir c u it  J u d g e  R o n a ld  
J .? .  B a n k s  c o m p a r e d  t h e  a c t io n s  o f  
Ih e  th r e e  o f f ic ia ls  o f  d e f u n c t  F i l m  
R e c o v e r y  S y s te m s  I n c .  to s o m e o n e  
w tio w o u ld  le a v e  *a t im e  b o m b  . . .  
l ic k in g  o f T  In  a n  a ir p la n e .

" W hat h a p p e n e d  Is a  gross In ju s -  
Ic e ,*  B a n k s  s a id .  " A  m a n  is  d e a d ."
; S e n t e n c e d  w e r e  S le v e n  J . O ' N e i l ,  
.'orm e r  p r e s id e n t  o f  F i l m  R e c o v e r y  
System s : C h a r le s  K lr s c h b a u m , p la n t  
m a n a g e r , a n d  D a n i e l  R o d r ig u e z , a  
,’o r e m a n .  B a n k s  r e v o k e d  t h e ir  b o n d s  1 
of 52.500  e a c h  a n d  o r d e r e d  t h e m  j 
rnken in to  c u s t o d y .

3 a n k s  f o u n d  th e  th r e e  m e n  g u ilt y  
J u n e  14  o f  m u r d e r  a n d  r e c k les s  c o n ­
d u c t  after  a n  e ig h t -w e e k , n o n - ju r y  
t n a l .

T h e  m u r d e r  c o n v ic t io n s  w ere b e ­
l ie v e d  to b e  t h e  first In  th e  n a t io n  o f  
c o r p o r a t e  o f f ic ia ls  I n  a  jo b -r e la t e d  
d e a t h . T h e y  s t e m m e d  f r o m  the  F e b .  
1 0 . 1 9 8 3 .  d e a t h  o f  S t e fa n  G o la b ,  a  6 1 -  
v e a r -o ld  P o l is h  Im m ig r a n t  w h o  d ie d  
a fte r  I n h a l in g  c y a n id e  fu m e s  at the  
p la n t  In  s u b u r b a n  E l k  G r o v e  V i l la g e .  
C y a n id e  w as u s e d  to r e c o v e r  s l iv e r  
fr o m  u s e d  X -r a y  f i lm .

B a n k s  s a id  at the  s e n t e n c in g  that 
th e  d e f e n d a n t s  w ere  c le a r ly  aw a r e  
o f  h a z a r d o u s  p la n t  c o n d it io n s  a n d  
d id n ' t  h a v e  a p p r o p r ia t e  w a r n in g  
s ig n s  for  th e  w o r k e r s , m a n y  o f  w h o m  
w e r e  I l l e g a l  a l i e n s  a n d  c o u ld n ' t  
s p e a k  E n g l is h .

H e  s a id  It w a s  a s  If  s o m e o n e  w o u ld  
t a k e  a b o m b  a n d  p u t  In  a n  a ir l in e  
( a n d  r u n  a w a y  w n ile )  . . .  th e  t im e  
b o m b  Is t ic k in g  o ff . E v e r y  d a y  p e o ­
p le  w o r k e d  t h e r e . It k e p t  t ic k in g , It 
k e p t  t ic k in g ."

" A ll  o f  th e  d e f e n d a n t s  a r e  g o in g  to 
p a y  fo r  it h a r s h ly ,"  h e  s a id .

I n  a r g u m e n t s  M o n d a y .  T o m  T u c k ­
e r . a s s is ta n t  s ta te 's  a t t o r n e y , s a id  
p la n t  w o r k e r s  r e g u la r ly  s u f f e r e d
t+r\rr* nnpc»n V i o n r l n ^
Log.

• T h e y  ( t h e  d e f e n d a n t s )  h a d  
k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  w o rk ers  b e c o m in g  
111 o n  a  d a i ly  b a s is ."  h e  s a id .  " T h e y  
w e re  m o t iv a t e d  b y  g r e e d , a n d  g r e e d

a lo n e ."
D e f e n s e  a ttorney s  c o n t e n d e d  th e  

d e f e n d a n t s  h a d  b e e n  u n a w a r e  o f  
d a n g e r o u s  c o n d it io n s  at t h e  p la n t  
a n d  h a d  w o r k e d  t h e r e  t h e m s e lv e s .

B a n k s  a ls o  s e n t e n c e d  th e  d e f e n ­
d a n t s  to 364 d a y s  In  J a il fo r  e a c h  o f  
14  c o u n t s  o f  r e c k le s s  c o n d u c t .  T h o s e  
s e n t e n c e s  w ere  o r d e r e d  s e r v e d  c o n ­
c u r r e n t ly .

B a n k s  r e v o k e d  t h e ir  b o n d s  o f  
J 2 .5 0 0  e a c h  a n d  o r d e r e d  t h e m  t a k e n  
In t o  c u s t o d y , b u t  a n  a p p e a ls  c o u r t  re - |
s t o r e d  ' .h e  o r i g i n a l  b o n d s  w it h in  \
h o u r s .

T h e  c o n v ic t io n s  w e re  e x p e c t e d  to 
b e  a p p e a le d .

B a n k s  a ls o  f in e d  F i l m  R e c o v e r y  
a n d  a n o t h e r  c o r p o r a t io n ,  M e t a l l ic  
M a r k e t in g , 5 10 ,0 0 0  e a c h  o n  in v o lu n ­
t a r y  m a n s la u g h t e r  c o n v ic t io n s  In  
G o l a b ’s d e a t h . I n  a d d it io n ,  the  c o m ­
p a n ie s  w e re  f in e d  5 1 ,0 0 0  fo r  e a c h  o f  
1 4 c o u n t s  o f  r e c k le s s  c o n d u c t .

C h i e f  p r o s e c u t o r  J a y  M a g n u s o n  
s a id  h e  w as s a t is f ie d  w ith  th e  s e n ­
t e n c e s . w h ic h  c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  as  
tr igh  an  y e a r s . 1

T h e  d e f e n d a n t s  m u s t  s e r v e  h a lf  o f  
t h e ir  s e n t e n c e s , m in u s  90 d a y s  fo r  
g o o d  b e h a v io r , b e f o r e  b e in g  e l ig ib le  
f o r  p a r o le , s a id  T e r r y  L e v in ,  s p o k e s ­
m a n  for  th e  state's a ttorney 's  o f f ic e .

D e f e n s e  a tt o r n e y  E l l io t  S a m u e ls , 
w h o  r e p r e s e n t e d  K lr s c h b a u m , c o m ­
p a r e d  th e  t r ia l to a  “w it c h  h u n t "  H e  
r e fu s e d  to  p r o p o s e  a  s e n t e n c e  for  h is  
c l ie n t ,  s a y in g  h e  w as c o n f id e n t  th e  
a p p e l la t e  c o u r t  w o u ld  c o r r e c t  th e  
“ g r a v e  u n ju s t .e e ."

I n  M a y , a  fo u r t h  d e f e n d a n t , for ­
m e r  p la n t  m a n a g e r  a n d  v ic e  p r e s i­
d e n t  G e r a ld  P e lt ,  w as a c q u it t e d  o n  
t h e  m u r d e r  c h a r g e .

A  f ifth  c o m p a n y  o f f ic ia l ,  M ic h a e l  
M a c K a y  o f  S a lt  L a k e  C it y , h a s  tw ice  
a v o id e d  e x t r a d it io n  to I l l i n o i s ,  b u t  
p r o s e c u t o r s  a r e  e x p e c t e d  to m a k e  a 
t h ir d  a t t e m p t .

T h e  p la n t  c lo s e d  a f t e r  G o l a b ’ s /  
d e a t h .

A \ w a i

Daniel Rodriguez Sleven J. O’Neil

A s s oc iated  Press 
C h a r l e s  K i r s c h b a u m

s  Plant played 
down cyanide,
inspector, says.

F e b . . 22 w a ?  SO 'perce nt h i g h e r  t h a n  
(c q e r a l .~ s t a n d a n l3 .a l lo w , a n d  th e  
p la n t  w a s n ' t o p e r a t in g  a t  f u l l  c a ­
p a c it y  t h a t  d a y .  •

3 u t  h e  s a id  th e  15  p a r t s  p e r  
m J l io n  c o n c e n t r a t io n  o f  c y a n id e  h e  
r e c o r d e d  w a s  w e ll b e lo w  t h e  SO

h e  d id n ' t  c ite  the 
c o m p a n y  fo r  v io la t in g  th e  a ir  s ta n ­
d a r d s  b e c a u s e  h e  w a s n ’ t a b le  to j 
m o n it o r  t h e  a ir  q u a l i t y  o n  a  nor - J
m a l  w o r k d a y . _____  /

BUT
52,425

The " c o m p a n y  w a s  finec^" 
fo r  s e v e r a l v io la t io n s , in ­

c l u d in g  n o t  p r o v id in g  e m p lo y e e s  
p r o p e r  s a f e t y  m a s k s ,  g lo v e s ,  
t r a i n i n g  a n d  a n  a n t e d a t e  fn r

A  f e d e r a l s a fe t y  o f f ic ia l  w h o  in s ­
p e c t e d  a n  E l k  G r o v e  V i l l a g e  fa c -  

\ tory a fte r  a  w o r k e r  d ie d  a l le g e d ly  
fr o m  i n h a l i n g  c y a n id e  f u m e s  te s t i­
f ie d  W e d n e s d a y  th at t h e  f ir m ’ s 
p r e s id e n t  t o ld  h i m  th a t  e m p lo y e e s  
w o u ld  b e  " s c a r e d  a w n y "  if  th e y  
k new  th e  h a z a r d o u s  c h e m ic a l  w a s  
b e in g  u s e d .

M i c h a e l - E c l w a v , - a n  in d u s t r ia l  
h y g ie n is t  J o r  _ t h c  O c c u p a t i o n a l  

* 3ntety  a n d  H e a l t h  A d m in is t r a t io n ,  
te s t if ie d  at i h e  t r ia l o f  f o u r  o f f ic ia ls  
o f  F i l m  R e c o v e r y  S y s t e m ?  I n c . ,  
c h a r g e d  w it h  m u r d e r  i n  th e  d e a t h  
o f  S t e fa n  G o l a b .

S e lw a y  s a id  S t e v e n  J .  O ' N e i l ,  
c o m p a n y  p r e s i d e n t ,  m a d e  t h e  
s ta te m e n t  d u r in g  S e lw a y ’ s th r e e - 
d a y  In s p e c t io n  a fte r  G o la b ' s  d e a t h  
F e b .  10 , 1983 .

S e lw a y  s a id  O ’ N e i l  t o ld  h im  th a t  
" h e  d i d n ’ t w a n t  to o v e r e m p h a s iz e  
t h e  h a z a r d s  a s s o c ia t e d  w it h  th e  
o p e r a t io n  b e c a u s e  it w o u ld  s c a r e  
a w a y  the  e m p lo y e e s ."  T h e y  w e r e  
t a lk in g  a b o u t  t h e  la c k  o f  e m p lo y e e  
t r a in in g  at t h e  p la n t ,  S e lw a y  s a id .

At a r e c e s s  i n  th e  C o o k  C o u n t y  
C ir c u it  C o u r t  t r ia l ,  O ' N e i l  d e n ie d  
m a k in g  th e  s t a t e m e n t .

A ls o  o n  t r ia l a r e  G e r a ld  P e t t . a  
v ic e  p r e s i d e n t :  C h a r l e s  K i r -  
s c h b a u m , a  p la n t  m a n a g e r ;  a n d  
D a n i e l  R o d r i g u e z ,  a  p l a n t  
fo r e m a n .

S e a w a y  t h e  h y d r o g e n
cvar^ ue le v e l  re c o r d e d  i m i i p  p la n t

A c c o r d in g  to  S e lw a y , a  safety  
in s p e c t o r  v is it e d  th e  f ir m  i n  N o ­
v e m b e r ,  19 8 2 . a n d  r e v ie w e d  th e  
f ir m ' s  r e c o r d s  o n  e m p lo y e e  i n j u ­
r ie s  b u t  d id n ' t  in s p e c t  th e  p la n t  
b e c a u s e  t h e  c o m p a n y  h a d  a n  e x ­
c e l le n t  r e c o r d .

A  m e d ic a l  s u p p ly  s a le s w o m a n  
a ls o  t e s t if ie d  W e d n e s d a y  th a t  h e r  
c o m p a n y  s o ld  a  u s e d ,  s t o c k e d  
m e d ic a l  c a b in e t  to th e  f ir m  fo r  a 
y a c h t ,  b u t  F i l m  R e c o v e r y  r e je c t e d  
o f f e r s  t o  c o n t r a c t  f o r  s a f e t v
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F o r m e r  w o r k e r *  at  C h i c a g o  M a g n e t  W ir e  C o r p .  s t a n d  i o  f r o n t  o f  t h e  
n o r t h w e s t  s u r b u r b a n  p la n t  w h e r e  t h e  boaae*  n o w  f a c e  c r im in a l  
c h a r g e s  a f t e r  s o m e  w o r k e r *  d if f e r e d  a l l m e n u  t h e y  a a y  w e r e  c a u s e d

Sik .  1 im £S>ai Po o ; o>»-
b y  w o r k in g  c o n d it io n * . F r o m  le f t  a r e  R o b e r t o  P o n c e ,  E n r i q u  
I b a c e U ,  E r e d i o  E s t e v e z , J u a n  M o l i n a ,  L c o n e l  C h a v a r r ia ,  A n l u n i  
M o r a le *  a n d  In o c e n c io  A le ja n d r e .

By Debbe Nelson

More than 125 employees 
at Chicago Magnet W ire 
Corp. left the company over 
a two-year period, diag­
nosed with ailments rang­
ing from temporary respira­
tory problems to permanent 
brain damage.

The workers blamed to i- 
ic chemical fumes at the 
Elk Grove Village wire fac­
tory for their ills. Now their 
bosses face crim inal charges 
for their injuries.

The case, scheduled for 
tria l in the fa ll, will be the 
second a ttem p t by the 
Cook County s u it 's  a tto r­
ney's office to make un­
healthy working conditions 
a crime.

On June 14, county pros­
ecutors established national 
precedent by winning the 
conviction o f three officials 
from Film Recovery Sys­
tems Inc ., a n o th e r £ lk  
Grove Village factory, on 
charges of murder. A work­
er, Stefan Golab, died Feb. 
10,1963, at the silver recov­
ery plant after he was over­
come by cyanide fumes.

Buoyed by that landmark

victory-, prosecutors now are 
turning their attention to 
Magnet Wire. There, five 
top company executives are 
charged with 41 counts of 
agg ravated  b a t te ry , 40 
counts o f reckless conduct 
and one count o f conspir- 
acy.

Just is  Film - Recovery 
represented the first time 
in legal history that corpo­
rate officers were charged 
with murder for a job-re lat­
ed death, the Magnet Wire 
case is believed to be the 
nation's first e ffort to con­
vict management o f aggra­
vated battery for job-reiat-
etTTnjuneSr 

**Wnat" will be signifi­
cant." said Assistant Stale's 
Attorney Lynn Worley, "is 
that this will show that I l li- 
nois c rifflip aL law can "be
usecT to protect j iU  o f .the 
'citizens on iliH 5i'i. J}p mat­
t e r  where th e y a re
harmed.'”
— One doctor who exam­
ined numerous employees 
described the environment 
at Magnet Wire as "a toxic 
c o c k ta i l"  o f dangerouB 
chemicals.

The company is located

at 901 Chase in the huge 
industrial park that com 
prises ha lf o f northwest 
suburban E lk Grove V il­
lage. In dozens o f three- 
story ovens, wire is coated 
and baked using a variety 
o f solvents and enamels.

Employees told o f dizzi- 
ness, fainting and coughing 
as they worked in rooms 
w here  tem p e ra tu re *  
climbed to 150 degrees and 
fumes flowed from open 
vata o f hot enamel.

The workers claim their 
bosses told them the chemi­
cals were safe. Gary Olson, 
the company's former safe­
ty director and a key pros­
ecution witness, supports 
the workers' contentions. 
He said he was told to keep 
quiet about the dangers.

Company officials have 
refused to comment on the 
charges made by workers or 
prnaecutors, except through 
court documents denying 
that unsafe conditions ex­
isted at the plant or caused 
any worker illness.

e only < 
* . cblT  fi

one instance o f chemi-i iu h j .k  u , w ic i i . ,- , tng an aversge JS.009 . 
'uraea ~U" & •dangeTtmSTfcfhospital and medical bil

t T  that remain unpaid pendi.-
o f  c h e m ic a ls  a n a  f a i l in g  to

’ provide adequate protective 
• Quiomcnt to employeisl""

B u t S ta te ’ s A tto rn e y  
Richard M. Daley Baid his 
o ffice's investigation found 
serious r>aietv Hazards » f
Magnet Wire and" a con­
scious eifort by__jnanag 
m ent^ toT iide ltSe—1dangers f;om  workers^ As a result. 
he saidi~"dozenB o f workers 
are -now seriously ill and . 
*ome~are disabled and un-~ 
able to support  their fam ~  
iliea."

U r. Mark Round o f  B a r­
rington. who has examined 

»more than 100 o f the em- 
* pioyees, said nearly ail su f­

fered temporary respiratory 
illnesses such as bronchitis 
o r chemical pneumonia, S0_ 
percent suffer from liver or_ 
jLidncy damage, 25 percent 
from was of mental ability, 
and TO percent from  tmpo-

 — t ence.
In fact, the U.S. Occupa^c Most have improved in 

tional Safety ariT~HeaJth the one to two years since 
Administration vtri ted~ flie. they left their jobs, Round 
plarif~Tri 1983 and fotuid__ said, but not before mount-

resolution o f multimiilio; 
do llar civil litigation.

Nearly all o f those wh 
took sick leave from Maj 
net Wire have been fire: 
after a company doctor at 
ckred them healthy and f. 
fo r work.

"People are afraid to gr 
involved with anybody wh 
worke i at Chicago Niagne 
W ire ," said Peter Stankc 
30, o f Hanover Park, wh 
has been looking fr.r wor. 
aince 1983. "They are airaii 
you're going to cause trou 
ble for them or die on th 
spot."

Enriquo lbaceta, 27, c 
Des Plaines, finally found 
job last week to suppo; 
himself and his family. H 
is not making os much a 
he did at Magnet Wire, h" 
he does not regret his dec: 
eion to leave the conpnm

"I'm  feeling much bciu 
now. I ’m feeling optimist! 
with whal happened to th 
other company [F ilm  Re 
covery], and now I have 
job ,"  he said. "Now I jus 
want to see justice done.'





L E V A N T :  M o s t  L o s  A n g e le s  g a n g  m e m b e r s  a r e  in -  } 
v o lv e d  In  d r u g  tr a ff ic k in g  o u t s id e  o f  L o s  A n g e le s . T h e y  j 
h a v e  b e e n  arrested  fo r  n a r c o t ic s  v io la t io n s  as  fa r  a w a y  i 
a s  K e n t u c k y , T e x a s , N e w  Y o r k , L o u is ia n a ,  I l l in o is ,  W a s h ­
in g t o n , D . C ,  a n d  W a s h in g t o n  state, O r e g o n , A r iz o n a  a n d

to w n  w ttn a  lo a d  0 1  c o ­
c a in e ,  th ey 're  m e t  b y  t h e  lo c a l  p o l ic e  a n d  a r r e s te d . I f  
s o m e o n e  Is  c o m in g  b a c k  to  L o s  A n g e le s  w it h  m o n e y  f r o m  • 
n a r c o t ic s  s a le s , th ey ’ r e  a r r e s te d . W e  u s e  a l l  t h e  la w s  that 
a r e  a t  o u r  d is p o s a L  ,

U S A  T O D A Y :  W h a t  a r e  t h e  g a n g s  d o in g  w it h  t h e  
m o n e y  t h e y  m a k e  f r o m  s e l l i n g  d r u g s ?  -

L E V A N T :  Street g a n g s  a r e  a  b u n c h  o f  th u g s . T h e  p r o f­
its th ey ’ re  g e t t in g  fr o m  t h e  d r u g  tr a d e  a r e  b e in g  u s e d  to 
g e t  v e r y  d a n g e r o u s  a u t o m a t ic , s e m i-a u t o m a t ic  a s s a u lt  r i- .  
lie s , s e m i-a u t o m a t ic  p is to ls , s i le n t  s u b m a c h in e  g u n s , a l l  
k in d s  o f  s o p h is t ic a t e d  w e a p o n r y . ' .  •:.<

. U S A  T O D A Y :  W h a t  d o e s  t h is  m e a n  for1  t h e  f u t u r e ?  \
L E V A N T :  N o w  that t h e y ’ r e  b e c o m in g  s o  r ic h , t h e  d a n -  •; 

g e r  is th e y 'r e  g o in g  to m a k e  a  m e t a m o r p h o s is  f r o m  c lu b s  
In t o  h ig h ly  s o p h is t ic a t e d  c r im in a l  o r g a n iz a t io n s  c a p a b le  
o f  d o in g  a  lo t  o f  d a m a g e  to  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l ic .

U S A  T O D A Y :  W h y  h a s  it  t a k e n  s o  l o n g  fo r  t h e  p o l ic e  
to  f ig h t  b a c k  a g a in s t  t h e s e  g a n g s ?

L E V A N T :  W h a t  h a s  a lw a y s  b e e n  o u r  p o s tu r e  is  to  r e a c t  
to  a  c r im e  after th e  c r im e  is  c o m m it t e d . W e ’r e  a lw a y s  -  • 
p la y in g  c a t c h -u p . N o w , w h a t  w e ’v e  b e e n  d o in g  lo r  th e  
past s e v e r a l m o n t h s  is  g e t t in g  t h e  k in d  o l  s u p p o r t  w e  ~

• n e e d  to p u t  th e s e  th u g s  a w a y  for  a  lo n g  t im e .
U S A  T O D A Y :  W o u ld  y o u  c a l l  t h is  a n  a l l - o u t  w a r ?
L E V A N T :  E x a c t ly .  W e  h a v e  d t y  a n d  state, g o v e r n ­

m e n t s , t h e  D i  u g  E n f o r c e m e n t  A d m in is t r a t t a i ,  t h e  F B I  
a n d  th e  a lc o h o l  a n d  f ir e a r m s  p e o p le ,  c u s t o m s , a n d  I R S  
p e o p le  a l l  o n  b o a r d . D r u g  d e a l in g  is  n o n -c o n t r o v e r s ia l [ 
c r im in a l  a c t iv it y . B y  u s in g  d r u g  la w s , w e  a r e  a b le  to  taira 
th e s e  c r o o k s  off th e  streets a n d  p u t  t h e m  a w a y  fo r  lo n g  
p e r io d s , u s in g  t h e  a p p r o p r ia t e  state o r  f e d e r a l la w s .

U S A  T O D A Y :  W h a t  d o e s  It  m a t t e r  If  s u s p e c t e d  d r u g  
d e a le r s  a r e  b a c k  o n  t h e  s tr e e t  I n  a  fe w  d a y s ?

L E V A N T :  T h a t 's  r e a lly  c o u n t e r p r o d u c t iv e  b e c a u s e  it 
g iv e s  s tature  to th e  th ugs  w h e n  y o u  arrest t h e m  o n  a  F r i ­
d a y  a n d  th e y ’ re b a c k  o u t  o n  S u n d a y  o r  M o n d a y .  T h e y ’ re  
b a c k  i n  t h e ir  n e ig h b o r h o o d  s trutt ing  a r o u n d . .  .

U S A  T O D A Y :  H o w  a r e  y o u  c o u n t e r in g  th a t?
L E V A N T :  W h a t  w e h a v e  a r r a n g e d  a r e  b a i l  d e v ia t io n s  >.-■ 

w ith  t h e  d is tr ict attorney ’s  o ff ic e  s o  th a t  w h e n  w e  m a k e  
arrests fo r  n a r c o t ic s  v io la t io n s  a n d  w e  h a v e  t h e  c r im in a l  
h is to r y  o f  t h e  s us pects  a n d  t h e  e v id e n c e  to p r o s e c u t e  
c a s es  s u c c e s s fu lly , th e y  g o  to  j a i L  T h e  b a i l  is  e n h a n c e d  s o  
th at  It’s  v e r y  d iff ic u lt  fo r  t h e m  to m a k e  b a l l .  W h e n  t h e y  
g o  to c o u r t , w e  h a v e  a  9 9 %  c o n v ic t io n  r a te  w ith  th e s e  
cases .

U S A  T O D A Y :  W h a t  d if f e r e n c e  d o  y o u  e x p e c t  t h a t  to  
m a k e ?  • , •

L E V A N T :  W h e n  y o u  h a v e  a  g u y  w h o  is  arres te d  w h o ’s  
p r e v io u s ly  b e e n  d r iv in g  a  n a s n y  c a r  w ith  f a n c y  c lo t h e s
—  a  n e g a t iv e  r o le  m o d e l  fo r  t h e  k id s  i n  t h e  n e ig h b o r h o o d  ..
—  a l l  o f  a  s u d d e n  h e ’s g o n e . M a y b e  h e  w o n't  c o m e  b a c k  
for  y e a r s . T h a t  m a k e s  a' s t a te m e n t , m u c h  better  t h a n  

.p u s h in g  h i r p j r o p i  o n e  n e ig h b o r h o o d  to a n o jh e p _ n e ig t h _ .

N e v a d a .

fifi :r
SjC*-'; _ _ _ _-.fed up to the*- • ~ 

gills withndrugs: r*; "and. gangs in their neighbor- hoods. c '-.rtJi.

U S A  T O D A Y :  A r e  t h e  
M id w e s t  a n d  s m a l l e r  
t o w n s  e a s y  ta r g e t s  fo r  
t h e s e  g a n g s ?

L E V A N T :  T h e  d e m a n d  
Is  t h e r e  c o n s i s t e n t l y  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w h o l e  
c o u n t r y .  I  w is h  p e o p l e  
w o u ld  b e l ie v e  th at. T h e r e  
is  n o  p a r t  o f  th is  c o u n t r y  
th a t  d o e s n ’t h a v e  a  h o r r i­
b le  n a r c o t ic s  p r o b le m . W e  
w o r k  c lo s e ly  w ith  o t h e r  
p o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t s .  I f  
s o m e o n e  is a r r iv in g  i n
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Glenn Levant, 46, is 
the deputy chief of the 
L^Angeles Police De­
partm ent. He is the 
commanding officer o f 
the Bureau of Special 
Investigation, a new  
post created to fight in­
creasing street-gang ac­
tivity and drug dealing. 
Levant'has been a  po­
lice officer fo r 25 years. 
He was interviewed by 
free-lance jou rn a lis t 
MaryAnn BendeL Glenn Levant

b o r h o o d .
USA TODAY: How does the public view these deal­ers?
L E V A N T :  T h e r e  is  t h e  r e a l p r o b le m :  t h e  d e m a n d  f o r  

d r u g s .  I  w is h  p e o p le  r e a l iz e d  th a t  e v e r y  t im e  t h e y  b u y  
d o p e ,  t h e y ’ r e  c o n t r ib u t in g  to  m u r d e r  a n d  m a y h e m .

USA TODAY: So you don’t think there’s any such thing as a “recreational” drug? . - --.
L E V A N T :  T h a t ’s  a  c o n t r a d ic t io n  i n  t e r m s . T h e r e  is  n o  

s u c h  t h in g .  T h e  m o n e y  is  g o i n g  r ig h t  b a c k  in t o  b u y in g  
g u n s  to  k i l l  p e o p le  w it h . W h o  k n o w s  w h o ’s  n e x t ?

USA TODAY: What kinds of young people Join these gangs? , \
L E V A N T :  T h e s e  a r e  m o r o n s ,  o u t -a n d - o u t  h o o d s .  I  c a n ’t 

s a y  a n y t h in g  g o o d  a b o u t  t h e m .  I  d o n ’t  t h in k  t h e y  c a n  r e a d  
—  w h ic h  is  a n o t h e r  p r o b l e m ,  t h e  d r o p o u t  r a t e  i n  t h is  
c o u n t r y . B u t  o u r  m e s s a g e  is  th e ', i f  y o u  u s e  d r u g s , y o u ’d  
b e t t e r  b e  p r e p a r e d  to  p a y  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s ,  b e c a u s e  
y o u ’r e  g o in g  to  g o  a w a y  fo r  a  l o n g  t im e  —  a n d  w e ’r e  g o ­
i n g  to  t a k e  a w a y  e v e r y t h in g  t h a t  y o u  e v e r  b o u g h t  w it h  a  
d r u g  d o l la r .

' iFeds target drug gangs across USA
384:•. ■ . ... _

. The FBI and the Drug Enforce- 
: ment Administration have en­

tered into a joint drug-fightinq ef-. 
^  fort in six major dties in the USA: 

New York, Miami, Chicago,

jor drug cartels and looking at iriv ̂ tigative techniques, such as
drugs as a business. We are fo­
cusing our resources on those 
criminal enterprises such as we 
.tave done in tne investigations of

Houston, "Los Angeles and San organized crime. 
* Dieoo. . . . .  • •‘Wa considerDiego.

Sue Schnitzer,
‘We consider drugs a serious 

FBI spokes- problem and are focusing a good 
deal of manpower on this prob- 

We will be using a variety of

court-authorized electronic sur- 
.velBance '-

• Gang operations involving drug 
dealing -also have been reported 
I n  Boston, Cleveland, Dallas, 
Denver, Fort Lauderdale, Fla., 
Hartford, Conn., Kansas City, 
Philadelphia, Washington, D.C., 
and Toronto. - .. :
- '

jthese gangs from such places as Mexico or Panama? Economic sanctions?
j L E V A N T :  J u s t  r e c e n t ly , n a r c o t ic s  d e t e c t iv e s  i n  L o s  A n -  
.-ge les  r a id e d  a  c h e m i c a l  L a b  t h a t  h a d  A m e r ic a n - m a n u f a c -  
■tured c h e m ic a ls  r e a d i ly  a v a i la b le  f o r  s a le  f o r  le g it im a t e  
‘p u r p o s e s . B u t  i n  c o m b in a t io n ,  y o u  c a n  m a k e  a l l  k in d s  o f  
ip r u g s . T h e y  g o t  e n o u g h  c h e m ic a ls  i n  t h is  o n e  c la n d e s t in e  
jt lab  to  m a k e  a b o u t  5 0 0  p o u n d s  o f  " s p e e d ."

U S A  T O D A Y :  D o e s  t h a t  I n c l u d e  c a r s  a n d  o t h e r  p r o p -  U S A  T O D A Y :  S o  t h e  p r o b le m  Is n ’ t ju s t  c o c a i n e  a n d

We’re going to put 
these thugs away

USA TODAY: In the first two months of this year, 50 people were killed in gang-related murders in Los An­geles and at least that many bystanders were killed or wounded. The LA police department has been crack­ing down vlth massive arrests the last three week­ends. Is it working?
L E V A N T :  I  c e r t a in ly  h o p e  s o . W e  h a v e  b e e n  a r r e s t in g  

4 0 0  g a n g  m e m b e r s  e a c h  w e e k e n d  fo r  e v e r y t h in g  f r o m  
ja y w a lk in g  to  m u r d e r .  T h o s e  c o n v ic t e d  o f  t h e  s a le  o f  n a r ­
c o t ic s  w i l l  b e  g e t t in g  b e t w e e n  o n e  a n d  40 y e a r s  i n  p r is o n .

fUSA TODAY: Last week, for the first time in several years, the police used the battering ram to break into houses where drugs were being prepared. When it was first used, there was a hue and cry against it, but now many people are supporting its use. Why the change?
. L E V A N T :  P e o p l e  a r e  f e d  u p  t o  t h e  g i l ls  w it h  d r u g s  a n d  

g a n g s  i n  t h e ir  n e ig h b o r h o o d s .  T h e  la s t  s e v e n  t im e s  w e  
' u s e d  t h e  r a m , p e o p l e  h a v e  a p p l a u d e d .  T h i s  la s t  w e e k , 
p e o p le  w e r e  w a k in g  t h e ir  c h i ld r e n  u p  a n d  t a k in g  t h e m  
o u t  i n  t h e ir  n ig h t c lo t h e s  a n d  c la p p in g .  P e o p l e  w e r e  c o m ­
i n g  u p  a n d  a s k in g  C h i e f  D a r r y l  G a t e s  a n d  t h e  r a m  o p e r a ­
to rs  fo r  t h e ir  a u t o g r a p h s  l i k e  w e  w e r e  c e le b r it ie s .  y-

USA TODAY: Is the problem of drug gangs confined

e r t y ?
L E V A N T :  W e ' l l  ta k e  t h e ir  s h o e s  a w a y  f r o m  t h e m , If  

w e  h a v e  to . W e  ta k e  c lo t h e s , je w e lr y , h o u s e s , c a r s , r e a l  
p r o p e r t y . A n y t h in g  th a t  t h e y  Q w n  t h a t  t h e y  b o u g h t  w it h  
d r u g  m o n e y ,  w e ’r e  g o in g  t o  s t r ip  a w a y , a n d  w e  u s e  t h a t  
m o n e y  w e  g e t  f r o m  t h e m  to  f ig h t  t h e  w a r  a g a in s t  o t h e r  
p e o p l e  l ik e  t h a t  J u s t  p r o s e c u t e  t h e m  t o  d e a t h .

U S A  T O D A Y :  W h a t  a b o u t  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  b u y i n g  t h e  
d r u g s ?  H o w  d o  y o u  d e a l  w it h  t h e m ?

L E V A N T :  I f  w e  s e e  s o m e o n e  w h o  is  a  b u y e r  o f  d r u g s  
' a n d  h e  h a p p e n s  t o  b e  d r iv in g  —  a n d  i n  L o s  A n g e le s ,  e v ­

e r y o n e  h a s  a  c a r  —  h e  w a lk s  h o m e  a ft e r  h e  g e ts  o u t  o f  
j a i L  W e  k e e p  t h e  c a r , u s in g  t h e  f e d e r a l  c i v i l  f o r f e it u r e  
la w s . W e ’v e  d o n e  th a t  s in c e  O c t o b e r , a n a  t h a t  m a k e s  a  
p r e t t y  g o o d  s t a t e m e n t  W e ’ v e  t a k e n  e v e r y t h in g  f r o m  a  ’5 2  
p i c k u p  t r u c k  t o  a  b r a n d - n e w  P o r s c h e .

m a r i j u a n a  f r o m  t h e  L a t i n  A m e r i c a n  c o u n t r ie s ?
L E V A N T :  I f  t h e r e ’s  a  d e m a n d ,  p e o p le  a r e  g o i n g  to  s u p ­

p ly  t h e  d r u g s . I f  it ’s  n o t  c o c a in e  th a t ’s p o p u la r  t h is  w e e k , 
L S D  w il l  c o m e  b a c k ,  w h ic h  y o u  c a n  m a k e  v e r y  e a s i ly .  O r  
m e t h ,  o r  s p e e d .  T h i s  is  a  v e r y  a b u s iv e  s o c ie t y  w e ’ v e  g o t  
h e r e . W e 'v e  g o t  2 5  m i l l i o n  p e o p le  i n  t h is  c o u n t r y  w h o  u s e  
n a r c o t ic s  o n  a  f a ir ly  r e g u la r  b a s is .

U S A  T O D A Y :  W h a t  d o e s  t h is  m e a n  f o r  t h e  U S A ’s  
y o u n g  p e o p le ?  A r e  w e  i n  d a n g e r  o f  l o s in g  a  w h o le  g e n ­

e r a t i o n  t o  d r u g s ?  - . . .

L E V A N T :  W e  h a v e  a  h e a d  start t o w a r d  s a v in g  a  g e n e r ­
a t io n  o f  k id s  b e c a u s e  i n  1 9 8 3  w e  s tarte r  s o m e t h in g  c a l l e d  
th e  D A R E  p r o g r a m , w h ic h  s t a n d s  for D r u g  A b u s e  R e s is ­
t a n c e  E d u c a t io n  —  a n  e le m e n t a r y -s c h o o l ,  o f f ic e r - le d  

[, e d u c a t io n a l  p r o g r a m  t h a t ’s  d e s ig n e d t o  e d u c a t e  c h i l d r e n  
:  ' - t .  in t o  b a s ic a l ly  h o w  to  r e s is t  t h e  p e e r  p r e s s u r e .

U S A  T O D A Y :  A r e  t h e  c a r s  r e t u r n e d ?  ; F  U S A  T O D A Y :  I s  It  w o r k in g ? ’
L E V A N T :  T h e y  d o n  ’  g e t  t h e m  b a c k .  I f  y o u  u s e  a n y  £  A b s o lu t e ,y .  W e V e  ^  it  fo r

y e a r s . I t ’ s  n o w  b e e n  a d o p t e d  i n  34 states . T h e  D e p a r t ­
m e n t  o f  D e f e n s e  h a s  p ic k e d  it  u p  fo r  a l l  t h e  o v e r s e a s  

U S A  T O D A Y :  H o w  d o  y o u  s t o p  t h e  f lo w  o f  d r u g s  t o f  s c h o o ls .

k in d  o f  c o n v e y a n c e  —  s u c h  a s  a  c a r  —  t o  tr a n s p o r t  a n y  
k i n d  o f  n a r c o t ic s , t h a t  c a r  is  g o n e .

USA TODAY: The peer pressure seems to be so great to Join a gang. How can a police program counter that?i *
L E V A N T :  I t ’s  t h e  s a m e  k i n d  o f  p e e r  p r e s s u r e  to  s ta y  

o u t  o f  d r u g s  a s  is  i n v o lv e d  i n  s t a y in g  o u t  o f  g a n g s . A s  a  
m a t t e r  o f  f a c t , t h e  D A R E  p r o g r a m  h a s  a  c o u p le  o f  le s ­
s o n s  i n  it  t h a t  a r e  d e s ig n e d  to  h e l p  k id s  g e t  t h r o u g h  t h a t  
U n f o r t u n a t e ly ,  i n  s o m e  p a r ts  o f  t h is  c o u n t y , t h e r e  a r e  
p la c e s  w h e r e  p a r e n t s  a r e  r e lu c t a n t  t o  le t  t h e ir  k id s  p la y  
i n  t h e  n e ig h b o r h o o d s  o r  e v e n  g o  t o  s c h o o l  u n a t t e n d e d  b e ­
c a u s e  o f  t h e  g a n g  i n v o l v e m e n t  W e  in t e n d  to  g e t  r id  o f  
t h e s e  h e a v y  n e g a t iv e  r o le  m o d e ls  i n  t h e  c o m m u n it y  s o  
t h e r e ’s  n o  o n e  t o  l o o k  u p  to .
. USA TODAY: Why not legalize cocaine and marijua­na? Wouldn’t that eliminate the profits?

L E V A N T :  W h y  h a s n ’ t a n y  c o u n t r y  i n  t h e  w o r ld  t h a t  
h a s  e v e r  h a d  l e g a l  n a r c o t ic s  e v e r  s t u c k  w it h  it?  A l l  t h a t  
d o e s  is  it  e x a c e r b a t e  t h e  p r o b le m .  L o o k  a t  t h e  h is t o r y  o f  a  
c o u n t r y  l ik e  C h i n a .  P e o p l e  f o r g e t  t h e  B r it is h  w e r e  t h e  
b ig g e s t  d o p e  p u s h e r s  i n  h is t o r y , w h e n  t h e y  u s e d  o p i u m  t o  
k e e p  t h e  C h in e s e  p o p u la t i o n  s u b je c t e d .  N o w ,  it’s  a  d e a t h  
p e n a lt y  i n  C h i n a  I t ’s  i l l e g a l  i n  t h e  c o u n t r ie s  t h a t  e x p o r t  
n a r c o t ic s  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S tate s .

USA TODAY: So legalization doesn’t work?
L E  s ' A N T :  E n g l a n d  h a d  a  h o r r ib le  s o c ia l  e x p e r im e n t  i n  

t h e  '6 0 s  w h e n  t h e y  u s e d  t o  s a y , “ P o o r  h e r o in  a d d ic t s , 
' t h e y ’ r e  ju s t  s ic k  p e o p l e .  W h y  d o n ’ t w e  g iv e  t h e m  f r e e  h e r ­

o in ? "  W h a t  r e s u lt e d  w a s  t h a t  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  p e o p le  w h o  
w e r e  n o t  a d d ic t e d  b e c o m i n g  a d d ic t e d  to  h e r o in ,  s o  t h e y  

.a b a n d o n e d  t h a t  p r o je c t  N o  p l a c e  i n  t h e  w o r ld  t h a t  h a s  
e v e r  e x p e r im e n t e d  w it h  l e g a l iz in g  n a r c o t ic s  h a s  d o n e  it  
s u c c e s s f u l ly .  -  .............  . -  • • .  - '



5 question:, 
riminalized?

lo n g - a w a it e d  b lo w  t o  o r g a n iz e d  

—  Patrick Doyle
Use revenues 
for benefit 
of tne people

i e  p i p e l i n e  - b o o m ,  t h e  s t a t e  
a lw a y s  a s t u t e  i n  t h e ir  s e a r c h  for  
:e  r e v e n u e , le g a l iz e d  a  f u t u r e  r ic h  
i j u a n a .  I ’ m  s u r e  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  
a s tu r e s  fo r  t h e  s ta te  g o v e r n m e n t
5 0 .

le  r e s e n t  b e in g  t o l d  w h a t  is  g o o d  
; I  s id e  w it h  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  for  

d o  k n o w  w h a t  is  b e s t  f o r  the  
v o u l d  v o t e  t o  r e c r i m in a l i z e  - 
j r o v id i n g  t h e  r e v e n u e  is  u s e d  r f o r  t h e  p e o p le ’ s b e n e f i t ,  for  
s o n e s  w h o  w i l l  b e  p a y in g  th e

—  Paul S. McGiboney
Home-grown 
products keep 
money in state

ly p o c r it ic a l  t o  c r i m i n a l l y  p u n i s h  
i j u a n a  w h i l e  l e g a l l y  s a n c t io n in g  
:o h o l .  A l c o h o l  c r e a te s  m o r e  s o c ia l  
p r o b le m s  t h a n  m a r i j u a n a ,  
t h e  m a r i j u a n a  la w  w a s  is s u e d  b y  
>t t h e  p e o p le ;  s o  it 's  a lw a y s  b e in g  
o le  a r e  r e a l i z i n g . t h a t  f ig h t in g  
a  l o s in g  b a t t le .  I t  s e e m s  l i k e  th e  

.s s p e n d in g  a  lo t  o n  it s  h y s t e r ic a l  
1a  m e s s a g e .
a y  p o in t  t o  a d v a n t a g e s  f o r  th e  
c r o w d . A la s k a ,  a  s t a t e  w it h o u t  

m a n u f a c t u r i n g  o r  a g r ic u l t u r e ,  
h e  e x p o r t s  o f  its  s m a l le r  n u m b e r  
res our ces  t o  b r in g  i n  r e v e n u e , 

p r o d u c t s  —  e v e n  m a r i j u a n a  —  
o n e y  f r o m  l e a v in g  t h e  s ta te .

—  Michael Hootch 
Palmer Correctional Center

Changing law 
won’t stop 
flow of drugs

0  b e l ie v e  t h a t  a fte r  a l l  t h e  le g a l  
i t  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  la w , s o m e o n e  
; n d  m o r e  m o n e y  t o  c h a n g e  t h e m , 
m o w n  fa ct  t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  
3 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  d r u g s  c o m in g  in t o

s o  c h a n g in g  t h e  la w  w o n ’ t s t o p  
■nd t h e  m o n e y  o n  e d u c a t i o n . 1" 
iy  y o u n g  p e o p le  u s e  m a r i j u a n a ,  ~ 
lo o r  to  h a r d e r  d r u g s . B u t  t a k in g  
n k  c a n  le a d  to  a lc o h o l is m .  N o  o n e  
;  l i q u o r  s tore s  h o w  m u c h  o n e  c a n

A la s k a  fo r  t h e  g r e a t  o u t d o o r s  a n d  
p o l ic y  o n  m a r i j u a n a .  I f  it  o f f e n d s  
t t h e  s ta te  h a s  a n  o p e n  p o l ic y  fo r
1 I  s u g g e s t  y o u  f i n d  a  s ta te  th a t

( T w o - t h ir d s  o f  t h e  o f f e n d e r s  i n  A l a s k a ’s j a i l s  
a r e  t h e r e  f o r  a l c o h o l  r e la t e d  c r im e s . )  I f  
le g is la t o r s  n e e d  s o m e t h in g  t o  d o  m a y  I  s u g g e s t  
s o m e t h in g  b e  d o n e  t o  a l l e v ia t e  o u r  o b v io u s  
p r o b le m s  r a t h e r  t h a n  r e s tr ic t  w h a t  w e  c a n  d o  
w i t h i n  o u r  o w n  h o m e s .

—  Dave Lloyd
Industry should 
be regulated 
like any another

o n e .
—  David W, Konselman

Police should 
concentrate on 
important things

; I  a m  a  c o n t r ib u t in g  m e m b e r  o f  
,t y . I  h a v e  a  d e c e n t  j o b  a n d  w o r k  
j l i c .  I  d o n a t e  b l o o d .  I  k n o w  first 
p la n n in g  o n  t a k in g  a  C P R  c o u r s e , 
rear I  h a v e  h e lp e d  s t r a n g e r s  g e t  
s t u c k . I  t h in k  I  a m  m o r e  o f  a  h e lp

id  I  g o  t o  j a i l  b e c a u s e  I  l i k e  t o  
f r o m  w o r k  a n d  t a k e  a  c o u p le  o f  
- lo w  l o n g  w i l l  i t  b e  b e f o r e  th e y  
g  p e o p le  fo r  t h e  b e e r  i n  t h e ir  

p o l ic e  d e p a r t m e n t s  o f  A la s k a  
m o r e  c o n c e r n e d  w it h  t h ie v e s ,  
m n i t i s  nn rl le n v e  o eoD le  l i k e  m e

R e c r im in a l iz a t io n  s o u n d s  s i m p l e  e n o u g h ,  
d o e s n ’ t i t .  B u t  le t ’s lo o k  a t  s o m e  o f  t h e  
r a m if ic a t io n s .

F a c t :  A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t im e ,  i t  is  u n l a w f u l  fo r  
a n y  j u v e n i l e  t o  p o s s e s s  o r  i n  a n y  w a y  ’ ’ e 
a s s o c ia t e d  w it h  m a r i j u a n a .  T h i s  is  r e a s o n a b le ;  
m in o r s  a r e  a ls o  p r o h i b i t e d  b y  la w  f r o m  
a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  a l c o h o l  o r  t o b a c c o .  
R e c r im in a l iz a t io n  o f  m a r i j u a n a  w o u ld  i n  n o .  

_ w a v  a lt e r  .t h e  s i t u a t io n ,  v is - a - v is  o u r  y o u t h .
F a c t :  A t  le a s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  a t t r a c t io n  to  

y o u n g s t e r s  o f  m a r i j u a n a  is  it s  i l l e g a l i t y .  C a n  
a n y o n e  i m a g i n e  t h a t  m a k i n g  m a r i j u a n a  
" m o r e ”  i l l e g a l  w i l l  r e d u c e  t h is  a p p e a l?  i F a c t :  T h e  1 8 t h  A m e n d m e n t  t o  t h e  U . S .  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  c r i m i n a l i z e d  t h e  u s e  a n d  
p o s s e s s io n  o f  in t o x ic a t in g  a l c o h o l .  T h i s  la w  
d i d  n o t  s t o p  p e o p le  f r o m  d r i n k i n g .  I t  d i d  
c a u s e  m a n y  d e a t h s  f r o m  p o i s o n o u s ,  
h o m e - m a d e  " b a t h - t u b  g i n , ”  a n d  m a d e  t h e  

• M a f i a  i n t o  t h e  v e r y  p o w e r f u l  c r i m i n a l  
o r g a n iz a t io n  t h a t  i t  r e m a in s  t o d a y .

F a c t :  W it h  a l l  t h e  f e d e r a l ,  s ta te  a n d  lo c a l  
m o n e y ,  m a t e r ia l  a n d  e n e r g y  a lr e a d y  b e i n g  
U s e d  t o  c o m b a t  t h e  c u l t iv a t io n ,  im p o r t a t io n ,  
a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  a n d  c o n s u m p t i o n  o f  
m a r i j u a n a ,  i t  r e m a in s  a  b i l l i o n - d o l l a r  
in d u s t r y ,  r iot  o n e  p e n n y  o f  w h ic h  g o e s  to  
g o v e r n m e n t  r e v e n u e s .

•I s u g g e s t  t h e  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  
d e c r i m i n a l i z e  m a r i j u a n a  c o m p l e t e l y  a n d  
r e g u la t e  it  l i k e  a n y  o t h e r  in d u s t r y :  b u s in e s s  
l ic e n s e s , q u a l i t y ,  c o n t r o l ,  im p o r t  f e e s , e t c . A n d  
b e s t  o f  a l l ,  t a x  t h e  h e l l  o u t  o f  it .  W e  c o u ld  
p r o b a b ly  s t r a ig h t e n  o u t  o u r  c u r r e n t  f is c a l 
m e s s  i n  s ix  m o n t h s  o r  le s s .

• —  Ken Landlield 
Homer

Alcohol is 
a much more

A b u s e ,  D r .  M a x  F i n k  r e p o r t e d  n e w  e v id e n c e  
f a i le d  t o  s h o w  a n y  s ig n s  o f  b r a in  d a m a g e  o r  
o t h e r  s ig n i f ic a n t  d if f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  us e r s  
a n d  n o n -u s e r s . " T h e  e v id e n c e  is  f a ir ly  c le a r  
t h a t  c h r o n ic  c a n n a b is  u s e  is  n o t  a c c o m p a n ie d  
b y  t h e  t h in g s  w r it t e n  i n  t h e  m e d ic a l  l it e r a t u r e  
i n  t h e  19 3 0 's  a n d  19 4 0 's .”

A n o t h e r  s c ie n t is t  o n  t h e  p a n e l ,  D r .  T h o m a s  
B r y a r * . p r e s id e n t  o f  t h e  p r iv a t e  D r u g  A b u s e  
C o u n c i l  i n  W a s h in g t o n ,  s a id  d e c r im in a l iz a t io n  
" m a k e s  s e n s e  o n  t h e  b a s is  o f  t h e  e v id e n c e  
t h a t ’ s i n . "

D r .  R o b e r t  D u P o n t ,  h e a d  o f  t h e  N a t io n a l  
In s t it u t e  o n  D r u g  A b u s e ,  r e p o r t e d , " T h e r e  is  
n o  q u e s * ' m  t h a t  a lc o h o l  a n d  t o b a c c o  a r e  
c a u s in g  ’ o r  m o r e  h e a lt h  p r o b le m s  t h a n  
m a r i*  s ,"  a n d  t h a t  m a r i j u a n a  " la c k s
t h e  .-f fe c t s ’ . o f  e it h e r  a l c o h o l  o r
t o b a o

P t  ,  -  j u p p o r t i n g  r e c r im in a l iz a t io n  s h o u ld  
r e t h in k  t h e ir  a n t i q u a t e d  c o n c e p t s  b e f o r e  
p a s s i n g  a  b i l l  t h a t  w o u l d  h a v e  s u c h  
d e t r im e n t a l  c o n s e q u e n c e s  a n d  c o n c e n t r a t e  o n  
r e a l k i l le r s  .'’ l i k e  a lc o h o l .  B u t  o h .  I  f o r g o t  . . .  
s o m e  o f  y o u  a r e  " s o c ia l  d r in k e r s ,”  a r e n ’ t y o u ?

—  S. Nilsson
A tax should 
be placed 

o on marijuana
I n  l i g h t  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  e c o n o m ic  d o w n t u r n  

t r e n d  o f  t h e  s ta te  o f  A la s k a ,  f a l l i n g  o i l  p r ic e s , 
m a s s iv e  b u d g e t  c u t s , e t c ., p o t  s h o u ld  n o t  o n ly  
n o t  b e  r e c r im in a l iz e d ,  it  s h o u ld  b e  le g a l iz e d  
a n d  t x e d  —  ju s t  l i k e  c ig a r e t t e s  a n d  l i q u o r  i n
t h e L '  v e r 4 0 . —  Cynthia Rohrer

Legislators have 
no business changing 
court decisions

S o  c e r t a in  m e m b e r s  o f  o u r  le g is la t u r e  h a v e  
s e iz e d  u p o n  t h e  i s s u e  o f  m a r i j u a n a  
r e c r im in a l iz a t io n  o n c e  a g a in .

N e v e r  m i n d  t h e  fa c t  t h a t  it  is  n o t  i n  t h e  
s c o p e  o f  t h e ir  d u t i e s  t o  c h a n g e  j u d i c i a l  
f i n d in g s .  N e v e r  m i n d  t h a t  it  w i l l  c o s t  i n  
e x c e s s  o f  $ 1  m i l l i o n  t o  p r o s e c u t e  a  m i n i m u m  
c a s e lo a d  o v e r  f iv e  y e a r s . N e v e r  m i n d  t h a t  
d e s p it e  M r . M a r t in 's  a n d  M r . F is c h e r 's  c la im s ,  
n o  n e w  e v id e n c e  o f  h a r m f u l  s id e  e ffe c ts  h a v e
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pMore readers reply to the question: 
Ŝhould marijuana be recriminalized?

Law didn’t work 
before, and it 
won’t work now

People aren’t 
getting the truth 
about'marijuana

T h e  p a s t  a n d  p r e s e n t  a t t it u d e s  a b o u t  
’ ' m a r i j u a n a  a r e  b a s e d  o n  ig n o r a n c e  a n d  f e a r  
p  ’c a u s e d  b y  m is l e a d i n g  g o v e r n m e n t  r e p o r t s  t h a t  
; , ,a r e  s o  e x a g g e r a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  a lm o s t  

V o u t r i g h t  l i e s .  I t  i s  i n c r e d i b l e  t h a t  o u r  
g o v e r n m e n t  c a n  g e t  a w a y  v  ,t h  d e c e iv in g  t h e  

^ " .p e o p le  l i k e  t h a t .,  A ls o  f r o m  t h e  p e o p le  h a v e  t a lk e d  t o , t h e  
p o l ic e  r e a l iz e  t h a t  a lc o  î c a u s e s  m a n y ,  m a n y  

. , ‘ m o r e  p r o b le m s  a n d  d , ■■'gerous s it u a t io n s  t h a n  
V , p o t .  I  b e l ie v e  t h a t  i f  p e o p l e  k n e w  t h e  t r u t h  
.'  a b o u t  .the  d r u g ,  t h e y  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a f r a id  to  

s u p p o r t  o u r  r ig h t  t o  u s e  i t .  .
* —  David Wheeler

Use should 
be a matter of 
personal choice

O n e  o f  t h e  p r i m a r y  m o t i v a t i o n s  i n  
r e c r im in a l iz in g  m a r i j u a n a  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  a  
c o n c e r n  f o r  y o u t h .  T h i s  s e e m s  t# s u g g e s t  t h a t  
s o m e  p a r e n t s , w h o ’ v e  n o  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e ir  
y o u n g s t e r s ,  e x p e c t  t h e  s t a t e  t o  a s s u m e  
r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  f o r  r a is in g  t h e ir  c h i ld r e n .

C o n s u m p t io n  o f  a l c o h o l  b y  a n  a d u l t ,  i n  a  
r e s p o n s ib le  m a n n e r ,  is  n e a r l y  u n i v e r s a l l y  

" a c c e p t e d . Ir r e s p o n s ib le  c o n s u m p t io n ,  v i t h o u t  
" r e g a r d  f o r  t h e  r e le v a n t  l a w s ,  c r e a t e s  a  
’ p r o b l e m  w h i c h  c o n c e r n s  a n d  a f f e c t s  t h e  
‘  s o c ie t y .
,v"' P r iv a t e  c u l t iv a t io n  a n d  u s e  o f  m a r i j u a n a ,  
t W h e n  p r a c t ic e d  a s  i n t e n d e d  b y  t h e  s ta te ,
• s h o u ld  n o t  b e  a  p r o b le m  f o r  o r  a  c o n c e r n  o l  

t h e  s o c ie t y . L e g a l  u s e  c u r r e n t ly  is ,  a s  It  s h o u ld  
h r ,  a  p e r s o n a l  c h o ic e  m a d e  b y  a n  in f o r m e d  

' a d u l t .
A l l  y o u n g  p e o p le  a r e  e x p o s e d  t o  s u b s t a n c e j  

: n n d  p r a c t ic e s  w h ic h  a r e  I l l e g a l  f o r  t h e m .  M o r t  
| d o  n o t  a c q u ir e  ta s te s  f o r  t h e s e  m e r e ly  t h r o u g h

w i l l  g iv e  a  l o n g - a w a it e d  b l o w  t o  o r g a n iz e d  
c r im e  o v e r a l l .  ’  >

r —  Patrick Doyle

I f  r e c r im in a l iz a t io n  e v e r  o c c u r s , a s  it  m ig h t  
,'n e x t  y e a r  w h e n  e le c t io n  y e a r  p o l i t ic s  fo r c e s

J ' b u r  p o l i t ic a l  h e r o e s  t o  g r a s p  a n y  s t a n c e  t h a t  
t ' c o u ld  g e t  t h e m  e le c t e d , t h e  r e a l  e ffe c t  w i l l  b e  
• m i n i m a l .  I t  s h o u l d  b e  o b v io u s  t h a t  a  la w  t h a t  
' L d id  n o t  w o r k  1 0  y e a r s  a g o  c e r t a in ly  w i l l  n o t  

.W o r k  a n y  b e t t e r  n o w .
•• U s i n g  e v e n  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ’ s s a d ly  
^ e r r o n e o u s  s t a t is t ic s , t h e  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p l e  w h o  
‘^ m o k e  m a r i j u a n a  a t  a  m i n i m u m  e q u a ls  t h e

Use revenues 
for benefit 
of the people

j  ^ n u m b e r  it  t o o k  t o  e le c t  R o n a l d  R e a g a n .  T h e r e  
1 «Js a  fo r c e  a t  w o r k  h e r e  t h a t  w i l l  n o t  s i m p ly

d is a p p e a r  u n d e r  a  n e w  la w .  
j K  W e  d o  n e e d  a  n e w  m a r i j u a n a  la w , o n e  th a t  
1 .^ recognizes t h e  e x is t in g  r e a l it ie s  a n d  d o e s n ' t  
j j ia t e r  to  t h e  m e d ia  h y s t e r ia  u s u a l ly  s u p p o r t e d  
J jfcy  p o l i t ic ia n s .  /
I T h e  a d v a n t a g e s  t o  l e g a l  m a r i j u a n a  a r e  
! T o v e r w h e lm in g .  I f  s u c h  a  la w  w a s  p a s s e d  w e  
j „ \ v o u ld  f i n a l l y  h a v e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  in s t r u m e n t  
j )fo  b r in g  t h e  d r u g  u n d e r  c o n t r o l .  B e i n g  a b l e  to  
t l ic e n s e ,  t a x ,  c o l le c t ,  in s p e c t  a n d  c r e a t e  r e g u la -  
! t io n s  p r e v e n t in g  t h e  s a le  t o  m in o r s  a r e  a l l  
[  e a s i ly  p o s s ib le  o n c e  t h e  i n i t i a l  s t e p  is  t a k e n .
| S in c e  it  is  n e a r ly  im p o s s i b le  t o  b e l i e v e  s u c h  
t a  d r a s t ic  r e v is io n  i n  t h i n k in g  w i l l  t a k e  p la c e ,  
— o n e  c a n  o n l y  a s s u m e  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h is  

s ta te  a r e  i n  fo r  a  lo t  o f  t e d io u s  a n d  u l t im a t e ly  
u n s u c c e s s f u l  d e b a t e  o n  t h is  is s u e .

T h e  s t a t u s  q u o  is  i n f i n i t e l y  p r e f e r a b le  t o  a  
r e t u r n  o f  a  la w  t h a t  n e v e r  w o r k e d .  U n t i l  w e  
f i n a l l y  r e a l iz e  t h e  t im e  h a s  c o m e  t o  s t o p  
e n f o r c in g  h y p o c r it ic a l  la w s , t h e  b e s t  a d v ic e  
w e  c a n  f o l l o w  is  t h is :  I f  y o u  t h i n k  s m o k in g  

- b m a r i j u a n a  is  b a d  f o r  y o u ,  t h e n  d o n ’ t u s e  it .  I f  
• " .y o u  a r e  c o n c e r r e d  t h a t  d r u g s  a r e  a  p r o b l e m  
.w W it h  y o u r  c h i ld r e n ,  c o n c e n t r a t e  y o u r  e ffo r ts  
z* o n  g e t t in g  t h e m  t o  s t o p , 
h in — Mark Phillip Archer

D u r i n g  t h e  p i p e l i n e -  b o o m ,  t h e  s ta te  
g o v e r n m e n t ,  a lw a y s  a s t u t e  i n  t h e ir  s e a r c h  fo r  
p o s s ib le  f u t u r e  r e v e n u e , l e g a l iz e d  a  f u t u r e  r ic h  
h a r v e s t : m a r i j u a n a .  I ’ m  s u r e  t h e r e  a r e  o th e r  
r ic h  f u t u r e  p a s t u r e s  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  
t o  g r a z e  i n  a ls o .

M o s t  p e o p l e  r e s e n t  b e i n g  t o ld  w h a t  is  g o o d  
f o r  t h e m , b u t  I  s id e  w it h  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  for  
i n d e e d ,  t h e y  d o  k n o w  w h a t  is  b e s t  for  th e  
p e o p l e .  I  w o u l d  v o t e  t o  r e c r i m in a l i z e  • 
m a r i j u a n a ,  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  r e v e n u e  is  u s e d  
c o n s p ic u o u s ly  fo r  t h e  p e o p l e ’ s b e n e f it ,  fo r  
t h e y  a r e  t h e  o n e s  w h o  w i l l  b e  p a y in g  t h e
f in e s .

—  Paul S. McGiboney
Home-grown 
products keep 
money in state

N o !  I t  is  h y p o c r it ic a l  t o  c r i m i n a l l y  p u n is h  
u s e r s  o f  m a r i j u a n a  w h i l e  l e g a l l y  s a n c t io n in g  
t h e  u s e  o f  a l c o h o l .  A l c o h o l  c r e a t e s  m o r e  s o c ia l 
a n d  m e d ic a l  p r o b le m s  t h a n  m a r i j u a n a .

I n  A l a s k a  t h e  m a r i j u a n a  la w  w a s  is s u e d  b y  
t h e  c o u r t s , n o t  t h e  p e o p l e ;  s o  i t ’ s  a lw a y s  b e in g  
f o u g h t .  P e o p l e  a r e  r e a l iz in g  t h a t  f ig h t in g  
m a r i j u a n a  is  a  l o s i n g  b a t t le .  I t  s e e m s  l i k e  t h e  
g o v e r n m e n t  is  s p e n d in g  a  lo t  o n  it s  h y s t e r ic a l 
a n t i - m a r i j u a n a  m e s s a g e .

F a c t o r s  m a y  p o i n t  t o  a d v a n t a g e s  fo r  t h e  
p r o - c a n n a b is  c r o w d . A la s k a ,  a  s t a t e  w it h o u t  
s i g n i f i c a n t  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  o r  a g r ic u l t u r e ,  
d e p e n d s  o n  t h e  e x p o r t s  o f  it s  s m a l le r  n u m b e r  
o f  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  t o  b r in g  i n  r e v e n u e ,.  
H o m e - g r o w n  p r o d u c t s  —  ’e v e n  m a r i j u a n a  —  
k e e p  v i t a l  m o n e y  f r o m  l e a v i n g  t h e  s ta te .

—  Michael Hootch Palmer Correctional Center
Changing law 
won’t stop 

• flow of drugs
It 's  h a r d  t o  b e l ie v e  t h a t  a f t e r  a l l  t h e  le g a l-  

b a t t le s  f o u g h t  fo r  t h e  p r e s e n t  la w ,  s o m e o n e  
w a n t s  t o  s p e n d  m o r e  m o n e y  t o  c h a n g e  t h e m . 
I t ’ s a  w e l l  k n o w n  fa c t  t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  
s e iz e s  o n l y  10  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  d r u g s  c o m in g  in t o  
t h e  c o u n t r y , s o  c h a n g in g  t h e  l a w  w o n ’ t s t o p  
t i e  f lo w ! S p e n d  t h e  m o n e y  o n  e d u c a t i o n . 1"

. T r u e ,  m a n y  y o u n g  p e o p l e  u s e  m a r i ju a n a ,"  
' a n d  it  is  a  d o o r  t o  h a r d e r  d r u g s . B u t  t a k in g  
t h a t  f ir s t  d r in k  c a n  l e a d  t o  a lc o h o l i s m .  N o  o n e  
is  t e l l i n g  t h e  l i q u o r  s to r e s  h o w  m u c h  o n e  c a n  
b u y .

I  c a m e  t o  A la s k a  f o r  t h e  g r e a t  d o o r s  a n d  
i t ’s p r iv a c y  p o l i c y  o n  m a r i j u a n a ,  i -  ,f  o f f e n d s  
s o m e o n e  t h a t  t h e  s ta t e  h a s  a n  o p e n  p u l l e y  fo r  
p r iv a c y  t h e n  I  s u g g e s t  y o u  f i n d  a  s t a t e  t h a t  
h a s  a  c lo s e d  o n e .

—  David I K  Konselman

( T w o - t h ir d s  o f  t h e  o f f e n d e r s  i n  A la s k a  
a r e  t h e r e  f o r  a l c o h o l  r e la t e d  c r im  
le g is la t o r s  n e e d  s o m e t h in g  t o  d o  m a y  I : 
s o m e t h in g  b e  d o n e  t o  a l le v ia t e  o u r  c 
p r o b le m s  r a t h e r  t h a n  r e s tr ic t  w h a t  w e  
w it h in  o u r  o w n  h e m e s .

—  Davi
Industry should 
be regulated 
like any another

Police should 
concentrate on 
important things

e x p o s u r e .
A n  e d u c a t e d . n w n r p  v n n n a c l n r  u / h f l  J i a p .

I  f e e l  l i k e  I  a m  a  c o n t r ib u t in g  m e m b e r  o f  
t h e  c o m m u n it y .  I  h a v e  a  d e c e n t  j o b  a n d  w o r k  
w it h  t h e  p u b l i c .  I  d o n a t e  b l o o d .  I  k n o w  f ir s t  
a i d  a n d  a m  p l a n n i n g  o n  t a k in g  a  C P R  c o u r s e . 
T w ic e  t h is  y e a r  I  h a v e  h e l p e d  s t r a n g e r s  g e t  
t h e ir  c ars  u n s t u c k .  I  t h i n k  I  a m  m o r e  o f  a  h e lp  
t h a n  a  t h r e a t .

W h y  s h o u l d  I  g o  t o  j a i l  b e c a u s e  I  l i k e  to  
c o m e  h o m e  f r o m  w o r k  a n d  t a k e  a  c o u p le  o f  
b o n g  h it s ?  H o w  l o n g  w i l l  i t  b e  b e f o r e  t h e y  
s ta r t  b u s t in g  p e o p le  f o r  t h e  b e e r  i n  t h e ir  
f r id g e ?  T h e  p o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t s  o f  A la s k a  
s h o u l d  b e  m o r e  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h ie v e s ,

R e c r im in a l iz a t io n  s o u n d s  s i m p le  e 
d o e s n ’ t i t .  B u t  le t ’ s l o o k  a t  s o m e  

. r a m if ic a t io n s .
F a c t :  A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t im e ,  it  is  u n la w  

a n y  j u v e n i l e  t o  p o s s e s s  o r  i n  a n y  w 
a s s o c ia t e d  w it h  m a r i j u a n a .  T h i s  is  reasc 
m in o r s  a r e  a ls o  p r o h ib i t e d  b y  la w  
a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  a l c o h o l  o r  t o l  

. .  ,R e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  o f  m a r i j u a n a  w o u ld  
w a y  a lt e r  .th e  s it u a t io n  v is - a - v is  o u r  y o u -  

F a c t :  A t  le a s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  attract)
• y o u n g s t e r s  o f  m a r i j u a n a  Is  it s  i l le g a l it y  

a n y o n e  I m a g i n e  t h a t  m a k i n g  m a r l  
" m o r e "  i l l e g a l  w i l l  r e d u c e  t h is  a p p e a l?  i F a c t :  T h e  1 8 t h  A m e n d m e n t  t o  t h e  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  c r i m i n a l i z e d  t h e  u s e  
p o s s e s s io n  o f  i n t o x ic a t in g  a lc o h o l .  T h i  
d i d  n o t  s t o p  p e o p l e  f r o m  d r i n k in g .  1 
c a u s e  m a n y  d e a t h s  f r o m  p o i s o  
h o m e - m a d e  " b a t h - t u b  g i n , ”  a n d  m a d  
M a f ia  i n t o  t h e  v e r y  p o w e r f u l  c r ir  
o r g a n iz a t io n  t h a t  it  r e m a in s  t o d a y .

F a c t :  W it h  a l l  t h e  f e d e r a l ,  s ta te  a n d  
m o n e y ,  m a t e r ia l  a n d  e n e r g y  a lr e a d y  
U s e d  t o  c o m b a t  t h e  c u l t iv a t io n ,  im p o r t ; 
a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  a n d  c o n s u m p t i o  
m a r i j u a n a ,  i t  r e m a in s  a  b i l l l o n - d  

, In d u s t r y , n o t  o n e  p e n n y  o f  w h ic h  g o  
g o v e r n m e n t  r e v e n u e s . '

•I s u g g e s t  t h e  s t a t e  g o v e r n :
d e c r i m i n a l i z e  m a r i j u a n a  c o m p l e t e ly  
r e g u la t e  it  l i k e  a n y  o t h e r  in d u s t r y :  b u s  
l ic e n s e s , q u a l i t y ,  c o n t r o l ,  im p o r t  ie o s , etc. 
b e s t  o f  a l l ,  t a x  t h e  h e l l  o u t  o f  it .  W e  
p r o b a b ly  s t r a ig h t e n  o u t  o u r  c u r r e n t  
m e s s  i n  s ix  m o n t h s  o r  le s s .

• —  Ken Lane 
H

Alcohol Is



ftjare so e x a g g e r a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  a lm o s t  
V p u t r i g h t  l i e s .  I t  I s  I n c r e d i b l e  t h a t  o u r  
I, ' g o v e r n m e n t  c a n  g e t  a w a y  w it h  d e c e iv in g  t h e  
j ' p e o p l e  l i k e  t h a t .

f  A ls o  f r o m  t h e  p e o p le  I  h a v e  t a lk e d  t o , t h e  
, , ,  p o l i c e  r e a l iz e  t h a t  a lc o h o l  c a u s e s  m a n y ,  m a n y  
,(/^ n o r e  p r o b le m s  a n d  d a n g e r o u s  s it u a t io n s  t h a n  
7 ,p o t .  I  b e l ie v e  t h a t  i f  p e o p le  k n e w  t h e  t r u t h  
, ' .a b o u t  jthe  d r u g ,  t h e y  w o u ld  n o t  b e  a f r a id  to  
; !  s u p p o r t  o u r  r ig h t  t o  u s e  it .

, 1  • —  David Wheeler
Jo • Use should 

be a matter of 
personal choice

O n e  o f  t h e  p r i m a r y  m o t i v a t i o n s  i n  
r e c r im in a l iz in g  m a r i j u a n a  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  a  
c o n c e r n  f o r  y o u t h .  T h i s  s e e m s  t o  s u g g .z t  t h a t  
s o m e  p a r e n t s , w h o ’ v e  n o  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e ir  
y o u n g s t e r s ,  e x p e c t  t h e  s t a t e  t o  a s s u m e  
r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  fo r  r a is in g  t h e ir  c h i ld r e n .

C o n s u m p t io n  o f  a lc o h o l  b y  a n  a d u l t ,  i n  a  
r e s p o n s ib l e  m a n n e r ,  is  n e a r ly  u n i v e r s a l l y  

^ 'accepted . I r r e s p o n s ib le  c o n s u m p t io n ,  w it h o u t  
' r e g a r d  f o r  t h e  r e le v a n t  l a w s ,  c r e a t e s  a  

p r o b l e m  w h i c h  c o n c e r n s  a n d  a f f e c t s  t h e  
• s o c ie t y .
f ;  P r iv a t e  c u l t iv a t i o n  a n d  u s e  o f  m a r i j u a n a ,  
‘ w h e n  p r a c t ic e d  a s  i n t e n d e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e , 
- S h o u l d  n o t  b e  a  p r o b le m  f o r  o r  a  c o n c e r n  o f  

t h e  s o c ie t y . L e g a l  u s e  c u r r e n t ly  is ,  a s  i t  s h o u ld  
b e ,  a  p e r s o n a l  c h o ic e  m a d e  b y  a n  in f o r m e d  

' - a d u lt .
A l l  y o u n g  p e o p le  a r e  e x p o s e d  t o  s u b s t a n c e s  

' a n d  p r a c t ic e s  w h ic h  a r e  i l l e g a l  f o r  t h e m .  M o s t  
M o  n o t  a c q u ir e  ta s te s  f o r  t h e s e  m e r e ly  t h r o u g h  
* e x p o s u r e .

A n  e d u c a t e d ,  a w a r e  y o u n g s t e r  w h o  h a s  
'.jJeen t r u s t e d  to  t a k e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  f o r  h i s  o r  
h e r  a c t io n s  w i l l  d e v e l o p  t h e  s e lf - e s t e e m  

’ n e c e s s a r y  t o  s a y  n o  t o  i l l i c i t  s u b s t a n c e s .J  P e r h a p s  p a r e n t s  s h o u ld  e x p e n d  le s s  e f fo r t  
( l o b b y i n g  a g a in s t  r e c r im in a l iz a t io n  a n d  m o r e  

n u r t u r in g  a  l o v e  o f  l i f e  a n d  r e a l i t y  i n  t h e ir  
" c h i l d r e n .  T h e  r e s u l t i n g  a d u l t  w i l l  b e  
, r e s p o n s ib le ,  r e l ia b le  a n d  f u l l y  c a p a b le  o f  
. m a k in g  in f o r m e d  c h o ic e s .

—  K. J. Ferencak
All drugs 
should be 

o made legal
r‘ - T h e  D r u g  E n f o r c e m e n t  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
s u s p e c ts  t h a t  m o r e  t h a n  $ 1 1 0  b i l l i o n  i n  d r u g  

- m o n e y  is  s p e n t  e a c h  y e a r . T h i s  m o n e y  g o e s  
.d ir e c t ly  t o  u n d e r w o r ld  c o ffe r s  t o  p r o p a g a t e  

f u r t h e r  c r i m e .  S i n c e  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  
^ g u a r a n te e s  t h e  p u r s u it  o f  h a p p in e s s ,  i t  s e e m s  

t h a t  a l l  d r u g s  c o u ld  b e  le g a l iz e d ,  t h e ir  p r ic e  
d o u b le d  a n d  a  f r a c t io n  o f  t h e  p r o c e e d s , s a y  $3 0  
b i l l i o n ,  s p e n t  o n  e n f o r c e m e n t  a n d  

^ .r e h a b i l i t a t io n .  T h e  r e m a in d e r  c o u ld  p a y  o f f  
* t h e  d e f ic it  o r  p r o v id e  fr e e  m e d ic a l  t r e a t m e n t  
|  f o r  a l l  A m e r ic a n s .
t R a m p a n t  d r u g  a b u s e  is  a l r e a d y  b e i n g  

a ja r e s M .d  b y  e m p lo y e r s  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  d r u g  
tests . T h e s e  te s ts  m a y  b e c o m e  m o r e  e f f e c t iv e . 
a s  t h e  h y s t e r ia  o f  " g e t t in g  c a u g h t "  is  r e p la c e d  
w it h  t h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  e f f e c t iv e , w e l l - f u n d e d  

j  t r e a t m e n t . F u r t h e r m o r e ,  r e p e a l  o f  d r u g  la w s  
j  w o u ld  e n a b le  u s e r s  t o  d is c u s s  t h e ir  p r o b le m  
J o p e n l y  w i t h  f r i e n d s  a n d  f a m i l y  w h o s e  
{ p a r t ic ip a t io n  i n  t h e r a p y  p r o v e s  i n v a l u a b l e .  
[ . E m p h a s i s  w i l l  s h if t  f r o m  fe a r  o f  r e t r ib u t io n  t o  
' a n  e a s i ly  c u l t iv a t e d  d e s ir e  to  b e  o f  s o u n d  
j / i i i l i i u  a n d  b o d y .
i  ' T h e  m o s t  im p o r t a n t  e le m e n t  o f  t h is  a g e n d a ,
I  i n  m y  m i n d ,  is  t h a t  a  t r e m e n d o u s  a m o u n t  o f  
‘ m o n e y  w i l l  bte r e d ir e c t e d  f r o m  d e s t r u c t iv e  
j  f u g it iv e s  t o  c o n s t r u c t iv e  s o c ia l  p r o g r a m s . T h i s

• flow of drugs
I t ’s h a r d  t o  b e l ie v e  t h a t  a f t e r  a l l  t h e  l e g a l  

b a t t le '  f o u g h t  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  la w , s o m e o n e  
w a n t s  to  s p e n d  m o r e  m o n e y  t o  c h a n g e  t h e m . 
I t ’s a  w e l l  k n o w n  fa ct  t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  
s e iz e s  o n l y  10  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  d r u g s  c o m in g  in t o
t h e  c o u n t r y , s o  c h a n g in g  t h e  la w  w o n ’ t s t o p  
th eh e  f lo w ! S p e n d  t h e  m o n e y  o n  e d u c a t io n .

T r u e ,  m a n y  y o u n g  p e o p le  u s e  m a r i j u a n a , '  
a n d  it  is  a  d o o r  t o  h a r d e r  d r u g s . B u t  t a k in g  
t h a t  f ir s t  d r in k  c a n  le a d  t o  a lc o h o l is m .  N o  o n e  
is  t e l l i n g  t h e  l i q u o r  s tore s  h o w  m u c h  o n e  c a n  
b u y .

I  c a m e  t o  A la s k a  fo r  t h e  g r e a t  o u t d o o r s  a n d  
it 's  p r iv a c y  p o l i c y  o n  m a r i j u a n a .  I f  it  o f f e n d s  
s o m e o n e  t h a t  t h e  s ta te  h a s  a n  o p e n  p o l i c y  fo r  
p r iv a c y  t h e n  I  s u g g e s t  y o u  f i n d  a  s t a t e  th a t  
h a s  a  c lo s e d  o n e .

—  David W. Konselman
Police should 
concentrate on 
important things

I  f e e l l i k e  I  a m  a  c o n t r ib u t in g  m e m b e r  o f  
t h e  c o m m u n it y .  I  h a v e  a  d e c e n t  j o b  a n d  w o r k  
w it h  t h e  p u b l i c .  I  d o n a t e  b l o o d .  I  k n o w  f ir s t  
a i d  a n d  a m  p l a n n i n g  o n  t a k in g  a  C P R  c o u r s e . 
T w ic e  t h is  y e a r  I  h a v e  h e lp e d  s tr a n g e r s  g e t  
t h e ir  cars  u n s t u c k .  I  t h in k  I  a m  m o r e  o f  a  h e lp  
t h a n  a  t h r e a t .

W h y  s h o u ld  I  g o  t o  j a i l  b e c a u s e  I  l i k e  t o  
c o m e  h o m e  f r o m  w o r k  a n d  t a k e  a  c o u p le  o f  
b o n g  h it s ?  H o w  l o n g  w i l l  it  b e  b e f o r e  t h e y  
sta r t  b u s t in g  p e o p l e  fo r  t h e  b e e r  i n  t h e ir  
f r id g e ?  T h e  p o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t s  o f  A la s k a  
s h o u l d  b e  m o r e  c o n c e r n e d  w it h  t h ie v e s ,  
k i l le r s ,  a n d  r a p is t s  a n d  le a v e  p e o p le  l i k e  m e  
a lo n e .

—  Michael S. Cheatham
Inside one’s 
home should 

• be private
W h e n  t h e  A la s k a  S e n a t e  starts  m a k in g  t h e  

p a y m e n t s  o n  m y  h o m e ,  t h e n  t h e y  m ig h t  b e  
a b le  t o  t e l l  m e  w h a t  I  c a n  a n d  c a n n o t  d o  i n  t h e  
p r iv a c y  o f  m y  o w n  h o m e !

A la s k a  s h o u ld  l e g a l iz e  m a r i j u a n a  a n d  u s e  
t h e  t a x e s  o n  i t  t o  b a la n c e  t h e  s t a t e ’ s b u d g e t .  
T h e y  w o u ld  r e a p  m o r e  b e n e f it s  t h a t  w a y , 
m o r e  t h a n  r a is in g  f in e s  a n d  im p o s i n g  j a i l  
s e n t e n c e s . T h e  j a i l s  a r e  o v e r c r o w d e d  n o w !

Y o u  g e t  m o r e  f l ie s  w it h  h o n e y !
—  B re mi a Hixson

Alaskans not 
ready to give 

• up freedoms
T h e  s t a t e  S e n a t e  s h o u l d  l e a v e  t h e  

m a r i j u a n a  la w  as  i t  s t a n d s . A l t h o u g h  a  n a t iv e  
A la s k a n  m y s e lf  I  c a n  e m p a t h iz e  w it h  t h e  f o lk s  
w h o  m o v e d  u p  f r o m  t h e  L o w e r  48 b e c a u s e  
t h e y  w e r e  t ir e d  o f  b u r e a u c r a t ic  e n c r o a c h m e n t  
u p o n  t h e ir  c o n s t it u t io n a l  r ig h t s  b y  u n f a ir  
m a r i j u a n a  la w s .

N o w ,  a f t e r  h a v i n g  b e c o m e  u s e d  t o  t h e ' 
r e la t iv e  f r e e d o m  o f  c h o ic e  p r o v id e d  b y  b e in g  
le g a l ly  a l l o w e d  t o  g r o w  a n d  u s e  p o t  i n  o u r  
o w n  h o m e s , o u r  le g is la t o r s  s u p p o s e  w e  a r e  
p r e p a r e d  t o  g iv e  i t  u p ?  G e t  r e a l !  A  m a jo r it y  o f  
u s  h a v e  t r ie d  p o t  o r  c o n t in u e  t o  e n io v  a  p u f f  • 
n o w  a n d  t h e n  s o  o u r  le g is la t o r s  s h o u l d n ’ t 
fo r g e t  w h o  g a v e  t h e m  t h e ir  a u t h o r it y  i n  t h e  
f ir s t  p la c e !

M a r i j u a n a  u s e  is  r a t h e r  b e n i g n  v ic e  
c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  l e g a l  d r u g  a l c o h o l .

R e c r lm ln a l l z n l l o n  s o u n d s  
d o e s n 't  it .  B u t  le t ’s l o o k  I 
r a m if ic a t io n s .

F a c t :  A t  th e  p r e s e n t  t im e ,  1 
a n y  j u v e n i le  tp  p o s s es s  o r  
a s s o c ia t e d  w it h  m a r i j u a n a .  T i l  
m in o r s  a r e  a ls o  p r o h ib it e d  
a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  a l c o h o l  

, R e c r im in a i iz a t lo n  o f  m a r i j u a  
w a y  a lt e r  .th e  s it u a t io n  v is -a - v  

F a c t :  A t  le a s t  p a r t  o f  th 
y o u n g s t e r s  of m a r i ju a n a  Is  it i 
a n y o n e  i m a g i n e  t h a t  m a k l  
" m o r e "  i l l e g a l  w i l l  r e d u c e  t h is  

F a c t .  T h e  1 8 t h  A m e n d m e i  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  c r i m i n a l i z e d  
p o s s e s s io n  o f  i n t o x ic a t in g  a le  
d i d  n o t  s t o p  p e o p le  f r o m  d i 
c a u s e  m a n y  d e a t h s  fr o t  
h o m e - m a d e  ‘ b a t h - t u b  g i n ,"  
M a f i a  i n t o  t h e  v e r y  p o w e  
o r g a n iz a t io n  t h a t  i t  r e m a in s  to i 

F a c t :  W it h  a l l  t h e  f e d e r a l ,  
m o n e y ,  m a t e r ia l  a n d  e n e r g y  
u s e d  t o  c o m b a t  t h e  c u lt iv a t io :  
a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  a n d  c o r  
m a r i j u a n a ,  i t  r e m a in s  a  
in d u s t r y ,  n o t  o n e  p e n n y  o f  
g o v e r n m e n t  r e v e n u e s .

I  s u g g e s t  t h e  s t a t e
d e c r i m i n a l i z e  m a r i j u a n a  c o  
r e g u la t e  it  l i k e  a n y  o t h e r  in d i  
l ic e n s e s , q u a l i t y ,  c o n t r o l ,  im p o r l  
b e s t  o f  a l l ,  t a x  t h e  h e l l  o u t  o 
p r o b a b ly  s t r a ig h t e n  o u t  o u r  
m e s s  i n  s ix  m o n t h s  o r  le s s .

Alcohol is 
a much mor 
deadly drug

I t ’ s t im e  t o  g e l  o u t  o f  t h e  S t o i  
t h e  p u n )  a n d  r e c o g n iz e  rea  
p r e s c r ib e  m a r i j u a n a  to  a l le v !  
c a n c e r  p a t ie n t s  g o in g  t h r o u g h  i 
I t  r e l ie v e s  p r e s s u r e  o n  t h e  ey i 
s u ffe r e r s  a n d  p s y c h o lo g is t s  a n c  
h a v e  a ls o  u s e d  it  a s  a n  a id  i n  the 

D u r i n g  a  N e w  Y o r k  A c a d e r  
C o n f e r e n c e  o n  C h r o n i c  C a  
s p o n s o r e d  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  In s t

y o u  t e l l  ’e m

I i i  r e s p o n d in g  t o  t h e  T o w e r  
R e p o r t  o n  t h e  Ir a n -c o n t r a  aff? 
R e a g a n  a d m it t e d  t h e  Ir a n  a r m s  
m is t a k e .  T h e  p r e s id e n t  t o o k  i 
f o r  t h e  a c t io n s  o f  h is  s u b o r d i i  
i n g  t h e  d iv e r s io n  o f  a r m s  s a le  ] 
c o n t r a s , b u t  h e  s a id  t h e  d iv e r s  
w it h o u t  h is  k n o w le d g e .

A s  e v id e n c e  t h a t  h e ’s le a m e  
a n d  is  r e a d y  t o  m o v e  o n ,  M r . ] 
r e c e n t  s t a f f  c h a n g e s  a n d  a n n o u  
s te p s  t o  b r in g  c o v e r t  n n e r o ffo r .s  
e r  r e v ie w .

H i s  s u p p o r t e r s  s a y  t h e  pres ir i 
a n d  n e w  s t a f f  w i l l  restore  h i :  
a n d  in f lu e n c e .



Changing law 
won’t stop 
flow of drugs
b e l ie v e  t h a t  a fte r  a l l  t h e  le g a l  
fo r  t h e  p r e s e n t  la w , s o m e o n e  

I m o r e  m o n e y  to  c h a n g e  t h e m . 
3 w n  fa ct  t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  
e r c e n l o f  t h e  d r u g s  c o m in g  in t o  

c h a n g in g  t h e  la w  w o n ’ t s t o p  
t h e  m o n e y  o n  e d u c a t io n ,  

y o u n g  p e o p le  u s e  m a r i j u a n a , ' 
r t o  h a r d e r  d r u g s . B u t  t a k in g  
c a n  le a d  t o  a l c o h o l is m .  N o  o n e  
j u o r  store s  h o w  m u c h  o n e  c a n

s k a  fo r  t h e  g r e a t  o u t d o o r s  a n d  
c y  o n  m a r i j u a n a .  I f  i t  o f f e n d s  
e  s ta te  h a s  a n  o p e n  p o l ic y  fo r  
s u g g e s t  y o u  f i n d  a  s ta te  th a t

—  David  IV . Konselman
olice should 
oncentrate on 
iportant things
n  a  c o n t r ib u t in g  m e m b e r  o f  
h a v e  a  d e c e n t  j o b  a n d  w o r k  

1 d o n a t e  b l o o d .  I  k n o w  firs t 
. in g  o n  t a k in g  a  C P R  c o u r s e , 
i  h a v e  h e lp e d  s t r a n g e r s  g e t  
. I  t h i n k  I  a m  m o r e  o f  a  h e lp

g o  t o  j a i l  b e c a u s e  I  l i k e  t o  
w o r k  a n d  t a k e  a  c o u p le  o f  
lo n g  w i l l  i t  b e  b e f o r e  t h e y  
>p le  fo r  t h e  b e e r  i n  t h e ir  
:e  d e p a r t m e n t s  o f  A la s k a  

c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h ie v e s ,  
s a n d  le a v e  p e o p l e  l i k e  m e

—  Michael S. Cheatham
;ide one’s 
me should 
private
r S e n a t e  s ta r ts  m a k i n g  th e  
l o m e ,  t h e n  t h e y  m i g h t  b e  
1 1  c a n  a n d  c a n n o t  d o  i n  t h e  
h o m e !
;g a l iz e  m a r i j u a n a  a n d  u s e  
o a la n c e  t h e  s t a t e ’ s b u d g e t ,  
m o r e  b e n e f it s  t h a t  w a y , 

f in e s  a n d  im p o s i n g  j a i l  
are  o v e r c r o w d e d  n o w ! 
s w it h  h o n e y !

—  Brenda Hixson
skans not 
iy to give 
reedoms
i t e  s h o u l d  l e a v e  t h e  
s t a n d s . A l t h o u g h  a  n a t iv e  
i e m p a t h iz e  w it h  t h e  f o lk s  
n  t h e  L o w e r  48 b e c a u s e  
u r e a u c r a t ic  e n c r o a c h m e n t  
t io n a l  r ig h t s  b y  u n f a ir

lg  b e c o m e  u s e d  t o  t h e  ‘ 
ih o ic e  p r o v id e d  b y  b e i n g  
r o w  a n d  u s e  p o t  i n  o u r  
is la t o r s  s u p p o s e  w e  a r e  
>? G e t  r e a l! A  m a jo r i t y  o f  
c o n t in u e  t o  e n jo y  a  p u f f  • 
u r  le g is la t o r s  s h o u l d n ’ t 
n  t h e ir  a u t h o r it y  i n  th e

■ja r a t h e r  b e n i g n  v ic e  
l e g a l  d r u g  a l c o h o l .

^ ue regulated 
like any another

R e c r im in a l iz a t io n  s o u n d s  s i m p l e  e n o u g h ,  
d o e s n 't  i t .  B u t  le t ’ s l o o k  a t  s o m e  o f  t h e  
r a m if ic a t io n s .

F a c t :  A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t im e ,  i t  is  u n l a w f u l  fo r  
a n y  j u v e n i l e  t o  p o s s e s s  o r  i n  a n y  w a y  b e  
a s s o c ia t e d  w it h  m a r i j u a n a .  T h i s  is  r e a s o n a b le ;  
m in o r s  a r e  a ls o  p r o h ib i t e d  b y  la w  f r o m  
a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  a l c o h o l  o r  t o b a c c o .  
R e c r im in a l iz a t io n  o f  m a r i j u a n a  w o u ld  i n  n o .  
w a y  a lt e r .t h e  s it u a t io n .v is - a - v is  o u r  y o u t h .

F a c t :  A t  le a s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  a t t r a c t io n  to  
y o u n g s t e r s  o f  m a r i j u a n a  is  it s  i l l e g a l i t y .  C a n  
a n y o n e  i m a g i n e  t h a t  m a k i n g  m a r i j u a n a  
“ m o r e "  i l l e g a l  w i l l  r e d u c e  t h is  a p p e a l?

F a c t :  T h e  1 8 t h  A m e n d m e n t  t o  t h e  U . S .  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  c r i m i n a l i z e d  t h e  u s e  a n d  
p o s s e s s io n  o f  in t o x ic a t in g  a lc o h o l .  T h i s  la w  
d i d  n o t  s t o p  p e o p le  f r o m  d r i n k i n g .  I t  d i d  
c a u s e  m a n y  d e a t h s  f r o m  p o i s o n o u s ,  
h o m e - m a d e  “ b a t h - t u b  g i n , "  a n d  m a d e  t h e  
M a f i a  i n t o  t h e  v e r y  p o w e r f u l  c r i m i n a l  
o r g a n iz a t io n  t h a t  it  r e m a in s  t o d a y .

F a c t :  W it h  a l l  t h e  f e d e r a l ,  s ta te  a n d  lo c a l  
m o n e y ,  m a t e r ia l  a n d  e n e r g y  a lr e a d y  b e i n g  
u s e d  t o  c o m b a t  t h e  c u l t iv a t i o n ,  im p o r t a t io n ,  
a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  a n d  c o n s u m p t i o n  o f  
m a r i j u a n a ,  i t  r e m a in s  a  b i l l i o n - d o l l a r  
in d u s t r y , n o t  o n e  p e n n y  o f  w h ic h  g o e s  t o  
g o v e r n m e n t  r e v e n u e s . '

•I s u g g e s t  t h e  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  
d e c r i m i n a l i z e  m a r i j u a n a  c o m p l e t e l y  a n d  
r e g u la t e  i t  l i k e  a n y  o t h e r  in d u s t r y :  b u s in e s s  
l ic e n s e s , q u a l i t y ,  c o n t r o l ,  im p o r t  fe e s , e tc . A n d  
b e s t  o f  a l l ,  t a x  t h e  h e l l  o u t  o f  i t .  W e  c o u ld  
p r o b a b ly  s t r a ig h t e n  o u t  o u r  c u r r e n t  f is c a l 
m e s s  i n  s ix  m o n t h s  o r  le s s .

'■— Ken Landfield 
Homer

Alcohol is 
a much more 

« deadly drug
I t 's  t im e  t o  g e t  o u t  o f  t h e  S t o n e  A g e  ( p a r d o n  

t h e  p u n )  a n d  r e c o g n iz e  r e a l i t y .  D o c t o r s  
p r e s c r ib e  m a r i j u a n a  t o  a l l e v ia t e  p a i n  fo r  
c a n c e r  p a t ie n t s  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  c h e m o t h e r a p y .  
I t  r e l ie v e s  p r e s s u r e  o n  t h e  e y e s  o f  g la c o m a  
s u ffe r e r s  a n d  p s y c h o lo g is t s  a n d  p s y c h ia t r is t s  
h a v e  a ls o  u s e d  it  a s  a n  a i d  i n  t h e r a p y .

D u r i n g  a  N e w  Y o r k  A c a d e m y  o f  S c ie n c e  
C o n f e r e n c e  o n  C h r o n i c  C r .n n a b i s  U s e ,  
s p o n s o r e d  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  I n s t it u t e  o n  D r u g

* ----O
C o u n c i l  I n  W a s h in g t o n ,  s a id  d e c r im in a l iz a t io n  
" m a k e s  s e n s e  o n  t h e  b a s is  o f  t h e  e v id e n c e  
t h a t ’ s i n . ”

D r .  R o b e r t  D u P o n t ,  h e a d  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
In s t it u t e  o n  D r u g  A b u s e ,  r e p o r t e d , " T h e r e  is  
n o  q u e s t io n  t h a t  a lc o h o l  a n d  t o b a c c o  a r e  
c a u s in g  u s  fa r  m o r e  h e a lt h  p r o b le m s  t h a n  
m a r i ju a n a  d o e s ,"  a n d  t h a t  m a r i j u a n a  " la c k s  
t h e  ‘ l e t h a l  e f f e c t s ’ , o f  e it h e r  a l c o h o l  o r  
t o b a c c o ."

P e o p le  s u p p o r t in g  r e c r im in a l iz a t io n  s h o u ld  
r e t h in k  t h e ir  a n t i q u a t e d  c o n c e p t s  b e f o r e  
p a s s in g  a  b i l l  t h a t  w o u l d  h a v e  s u c h  
d e t r im e n t a l  c o n s e q u e n c e s  a n d  c o n c e n t r a t e  o n  
r e a l k ille r s ,"  l i k e  a lc o h o l .  B u t  o h ,  I  f o r g o t  . . .  
s o m e  o f  y o u  a r e  “ s o c ia l  d r in k e r s ,”  a r e n 't  y o u ?

—  S .  Nilsson
A tax should 
be placed 

o on marijuana
I n  l i g h t  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  e c o n o m ic  d o w n t u r n  

t r e n d  o f  t h e  s ta t e  o f  A la s k a ,  ' a i l i n g  o i l  p r ic e s , 
m a s s iv e  b u d g e t  c u t s , e t c ., p o t  s h o u ld  n o t  o n ly  
n o t  b e  r e c r im in a l iz e d ,  it  s h o u ld  b e  le g a l iz e d  
a n d  t a x e d  —  ju s t  l i k e  c ig a r e t t e s  a n d  l i q u o r  i n  
t h e  L o w e r  48. -  Cynthia Rohrer

Legislators have 
no business changing 
court decisions

S o  c e r t a in  m e m b e r s  o f  o u r  le g is la t u r e  h a v e  
s e iz e d  u p o n  t h e  i s s u e  o f  m a r i j u a n a  
r e c r im in a l iz a t io n  o n c e  a g a in .

N e v e r  m i n d  t h e  fa c t  t h a t  i t  is  n o t  i n  t h e  
s c o p e  o f  t h e ir  d u t ie s  t o  c h a n g e  j u d i c i a l  
f in d in g s .  N e v e r  m i n d  t h a t  i t  w i l l  c o s t  i n  
e x ces s  o f  $ 1  m i l l i o n  t o  p r o s e c u t e  a  m i n i m u m  
c a s e lo a d  o v e r  f iv e  y e a r s . N e v e r  m i n d  t h a t  
d e s p it e  M r . M a r t in ’ s a n d  M r . F is c h e r ’ s c la im s ,  
n o  n e w  e v id e n c e  o f  h a r m f u l  s id e  e ffe c ts  h a v e  
b e e n  d is c o v e r e d  —  a  fa c t  r e c o g n iz e d  b y  o u r  
o w n  d r u g  a n d  a lc o h o l -  a b u s e  d i v i s i o n .  N e v e r  
m i n d  t h a t  t h e  r e a l d r u g  p r o b le m  i n  A la s k a  is  
a lc o h o l .  N e v e r  m i n d  t h a t  t e n s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  
r e s p o n s ib le  a d u lt s  w i l l  b e c o m e  c r im in a ls .

L e t ’ s fa c e  i t ,  w h a t  w e  r e a l ly  h a v e  h e r e  is  
t h e  p o s t u r in g  o f  s o m e  p o l i t ic ia n s  t o  j o i n  t h is  
y e a r ’s f a d  is s u e ,  d r u g  a b u s e .  I f  y o u  t h o u g h t  
t h e  p r o s p e c t s  o f  A B C ’s  t e le m o v ie  " A m e r ik a "  
a la r m in g ,  w a it  t i l  y o u  s e e  M r . M a r t in  a n d  M r . 
F is c h e r ’s v e r s io n  o f  “ A la s k a ."

—  Danny Stone

y o u  t e l l  3e m

6  Are you satis fied with the 
p residen t’s  re spon se  to the 
Tow er Com m ission R epo rt?  5

I n  r e s p o n d in g  t o  t h e  T o w e r  C o m m is s i o n  
R e p o r t  o n  t h e  Ir a n -c o n t r a  a f f a ir ,  P r e s id e n t  
R e a g a n  a d m it t e d  t h e  Ir a n  a r m s  d e a ls  w e r e  a  
m is t a k e .  T h e  p r e s id e n t  t o o k  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  
fo r  t h e  a c t io n s  o f  h i s  s u b o r d in a t e s ,  i n c l u d ­
i n g  t h e  d iv e r s io n  o f  a r m s  s a le  p r o f it s  t o  t h e  
c o n t r a s , b u t  h e  s a id  t h e  d iv e r s io n  o c c u r r e d  
w it h o u t  h is  k n o w le d g e .

A s  e v id e n c e  t h a t  h e ’s  le a r n e d  h is  le s s o n  
a n d  is  r e a d y  t o  m o v e  o i i ,  M r . R e a g a n  c it e d  
r e c e n t  s t a f f  c h a n g e s  a n d  a n n o u n c e d  s e v e r a l 
s te p s  t o  b r in g  c o v e r t  o p e r a t io n s  u n d e r  t ig h t ­
er  r e v ie w .

H i s  s u p p o r t e r s  s a y  t h e  p r e s id e n t ’s  s p e e c h  
a n d  n e w  s t a f f  w i l l  res to r e  h i s  c r e d ib i l i t y  
a n d  in f lu e n c e .

B u t  M r . R e a g a n ’s  c r it ic s  f a u lt e d  h i m  
b e c a u s e  h e  d i d n ’ t a p o lo g iz e  f o r  ig n o r in g  
U . S .  la w s  a n d  m i s l e a d in g  t h e  p u b l i c  a b o u t  
t h e  a r m s  d e a ls .  T h e y  q u e s t io n  w h e t h e r  t h e  
p r e s id e n t  w i l l  c h a n g e  h is  w a y s .

S h o u l d  t h e  p r e s id e n t  h a v e  a p o lo g iz e d  
o u t r ig h t ?  Is  it  u n r e a l is t ic  to  e x p e c t  h i m  t o  
c h a n g e  h is  m a n a g e m e n t  s t y le ?  S h o u l d  c r it ic s  
st.y? c o m p l a i n i n g  a n d  le t  t h e  p r e s id e n t  a n d  
h is  n e w  a d v is e r s  g o  f o r w a r d ?

S e n d  c o m m e n t s  t o  P E O P L E ’ S  F O R U M ,  
t h e  D a i l y  N e w s , B o x  14 -9 0 0 1 , A n c h o r a g e ,  
9 9 5 14 -9 0 0 1 . L E T T E R S  M U S T  B E  R E C E I V E D  
B Y  N O O N  T H U R S D A Y .  L i m i t  le t t e r s  t o  200 
w o r d s  a n d  i n d u d e  a  d a y t im e  p h o n e  n u m b e i ;

T
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S h o u l d  m a r i j u a n a  b e  r e c r i

Making it 
against the 

• law won’t work
I  h a v e  a  q u e s t io n  f o r  a l l  o f  t h e  a d u lt s  o f  

A la s k a :  e v e r y o n e , p o l i t ic ia n s ,  p r ie s t s , p o l ic e  
o f f ic e r s , la w y e r s , j u d g e s ,  t e a c h e is , b u s in e s s ­
m e n ,  d o c t o r s . W o u ld  y o u  b e  w i l l i n g  t o  g iv e  u p  
t h a t  b e e r  a ft e r  w o r k , s a c r if ic e  t h e  w in e  a t  
d in n e r  o r  f o r e g o  y o u r  m a r t in i  l u n c h  t o  h e lp  
s a v e  s o m e  p o o r  a lc o h o l ic  f r o m  g e t t in g  a  
d r in k ?

P r o h ib i t i o n  n e v e r  w o r k e d , a n d  n e v e r  w i l l .  
R e c r im i n a l iz i n g  m a r i j u a n a  w o n 't  w o r k  e it h e r . 
I f  y o u  d r in k  o r  s m o k e  c ig a r e t t e s  a n d  a r e  i n  
f a v o r  o f  r e c r im in a l iz in g  m a r i j u a n a ,  t h e n  y o u  
a r e  a  h y p o c r it e  a n d  n e e d  t o  t a k e  a  m o m e n t  t o  
t h in k  a b o u t  w h a t  y o u r  r e a l o b je c t iv e s  a r e .

—  Rick Kinsey
There are 
other ways 

« to fight abuse
S e n .  F is c h e r 's  p r o p o s a l  t o  r e c r im in a l iz e  

m a r ih u a n a  r e m in d s  m e  o f  a  d o g ,  n a i l e d  i n  t h e  
f a c e  b y  a  p o r c u p in e ,  t h a t  k e e p s  g o in g  b a c k  fo r  
m o r e . A r e  w e  s o  b l i n d  to  t h e  h is t o r y  o f  
p r o h i b i t i o n ?  A n t i - d r u g  la w s  h a v e  f a i l e d  
u n iv e r s a l ly  t o  d is c o u r a g e  a b u s e  a n d  s u c c e e d e d  
i n  m a k in g  o r g a n iz e d  c r im e  r ic h  a n d .p o w e r f u l  
b e y o n d  b e l ie f .

C h e m ic a l  d e p e n d e n c y  a n d  a b u s e  c a n  b e  
f o u g h t  r e s p o n s ib ly  t h r o u g h  e d u c a t io n  a n d  
s u p p o r t iv e  b e h a v io r  t o w a r d s  y o u n g  p e o p le .  
O v e r  r e g u la t in g  e v e r y  a s p e c t  o f  l i f e  c o n v e y s  
t h e  m e s s a g e  t o  o u r  y o u t h '  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  
r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  is  n o t  r e s p e c t e d  b y  o u r  le a d e r s .

F r o m  a n  e c o n o m ic  s t a n d p o in t ,  a n t i - d r u g  
la w s  k e e p  t h e  r e w a r d s  o f  t h e  t r a d e  s o  h i g h  
t h a t  t r a d it io n a l  e n f o r c e m e n t  t e c h n iq u e s  a r e  
d o o m e d  t o  f a i l u r e  f r o m  t h e  s t a r t .  T h e  
t a x p a y in g  c it iz e n  t h e n  f o o t s  t h e  b i l l  fo r  
e n f o r c e m e n t , t h e  ju d ic ia r y  a n d  in c a r c e r a t io n  
—  a n d  a s  v ic t im ,  f o r  t h e  b i g  b u c k s  t o  s u p p o r t  
a  h a b i t  m u s t  c o m e  f r o m  s o m e w h e r e .

—  Richard Tandlich
Smokers and 
dopers should 
be segregated

R e c r i m i n a l i z e  m a r i j u a n a  f o r  c o n d o  a n d  
a p a r t m e n t  d w e lle r s  a n d  t h e ir  c h i ld r e n .  A l l  
a p a r t m e n t s  s h o u ld  b e  e it h e r  f o r  s m o k e r s  o r  
fnt- n o n -s m o k e r s  i n  a n  a r e a . T h o s e - w h o  d o  n o t -  
s m o k e  a n y t h in g  h a v e  t h e  r ig h t  n o t  t o  b e .f o r c e  
f e d ,

A  l a d y  o f  t h e  e v e n in g  m o v e d  i n  u n d e r  m e , 
c h a in  s m o k e d  c ig a r e t t e s  a n d  u s e d  p o t .  M y  
c ir c u la t io n  w a s  s o  im p a ir e d  f r o m  w h a t  c a m e  
u p  a r o u n d  k it c h e n  a n d  b a t h r o o m  p ip e s ,  I  w a s  
h o s p it a l iz e d .  I f  m y  w in d o w  w a s  o p e n  a n d  s h e  
o p e n e d  h e r s , h e r  p o is o n s  w e r e  d u m p e d  u p  in t o  
m y  a p a r t m e n t , d e p r iv in g  m e  o f  h a v in g  fr e s h  
a ir  I n  m y  o w n  h o m e .  I t  w o u ld  b e  b e t t e r  f o r
clean apartment dwellers if their neighbors 

 ;he jju s t  b o o z e d  i t  u p ,  a n d  le f t  t h e  n ic o t in e  a n d  p o t  
a lo n e .

I  w a n t  m y  r ig h t s  t o  p r iv a c y  o f  s m o k e  a n d  
p o t  fr e e  a ir  i n  m y  h o m e .  T h a t  p r iv a c y  h a s  
a g a in  b e e n  in t r u d e d  u p o n  f o r  t h e  f ir s t  t im e  i n  
a b o u t  f o u r  y e a r s . M y  h e a lt h  h a d  im p r o v e d  s o  
m u c h  i n  f o u r  y e a r s . N o w  w it h in  s ix  m o n t h s  
m y  c i r c u l a t i o n  h a s  d e c r e a s e d .  I  h a v e  
d e v e l o p e d  s i n u s i t i s ,  b r o n c h i t i s ,  d u l l e d  
t h i n k in g ,  p o o r  c ir c u la t io n ,  s le e p in g  p r o b le m s ,  
lo s s  o f  e n e r g y  —  a l l  b e c a u s e  n e w  t e n a n t s  w h o  
u s e  n ic o t in e  a n d  p o t  m o v e d  u n d e r  m e  a g a in .  
T h e y  in v a d e  t h e  p r iv a c y  o f  m y  h o m e  w it h  
t h e ir  a d d ic t io n s  a n d  I  h a v e  n o  w a y  o f  e s c a p e . I  
w a n t  a  l a w  t h a t  c a u s e s  d o p e r s  t o  s t o p  
d u m p i n g  t h e ir  d o p e  in t o  m y  h o m e .

—  Elizabeth Montgomery

t h a t  t a k e  a w a y  o u r  r ig h t  t o  p r iv a c y . , B u t  t h e  
r ig h t  o f  a  m a t u r e  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  e x e r c is e  fr e e  
c h o ic e  is  o n e  t h in g  . . .  a n d  a  la w  t h a t  p u t s  p o t .  
i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  9 -y e a r -o ld s  is  a n o t h e r .

A s  a n  A la s k a n ,  I ’ l l  b e  p le a s e d  w h e n  w e  
c h a n g e  o u r  d r u g  la w .  I f  o u r  c h o ic e  is  b e t w e e n  
a d u b io u s  a r g u m e n t  t h a t  w e  e n d a n g e r  c e r t a in  
p r iv a c y  r ig h t s  o n  t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  o r  t h e  
w e l l - b e in g  o f  A l a s k a ’ s y o u t h  o n  t h e  o t h e r , I  
d o n ’ t t h i n k  t h e r e ’s  a  c h o ic e  a t  a l l .

I  k n o w  t h a t  y o u n g  A l a s k a n s  h a v e  
r e c o g n iz e d  t h e  d o u b l e  s t a n d a r d .  L a s t  O c to b e r ,'  
t h e  e x e c u t iv e  b o a r d  o f  t h e  A la s k a  A s s o c ia t io n  
o f  S c h o o l  G o v e r n m e n t s  —  m a d e  u p  o f  s t u d e n t s  
f r o m  a l l  o v e r  A la s k a  —  u n a n i m o u s ly  a d o p t e d  
a  r e s o lu t io n  c a l l i n g  f o r  t h e  r e c r im in a l iz a t io n  
o f  m a r i j u a n a .  T h e y  f e lt  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e ’ s 
m a r i j u a n a  la w  w a s  m a k in g  t h e  f ig h t  a g a in s t  
d r u g  a b u s e  i n  t h e ir  s c h o o ls  m o r e  d i f f ic u l t .

W e  n e e d -  t o  l is t e n  t o  t h e  v o ic e s  o f  y o u n g  
A la s k a n s .

—  Frank H. Murkowski 
United States Senator

le g is la t o r s  n e e d ' t o  d o  t h e ir  p a r t  a n c  
t h e  m is t a k e  t h a t  w a s  m a d e  -b y  1< 
m a r i j u a n a .  D o  i t ’ f o r  o u r  c h i ld r e n .  E  
s o c ie t y . R e c r im i n a l iz e  n o w !

• i —  Richard D
No amount 
In the home 
should be illegal!

I  d o  n o t  s m o k e ,  d r i n k  o r  u s e  
H o w e v e r ,  w h a t  o n e  d o e s  i n  h is  o r  
h o u s e  is  h is  o r  h e r  b u s in e s s .  Is  b e in g  < 
p r iv a t e  le g a l?  A l c o h o l  d o e s  fa r  m o r e l  
p h y s ic a l ly ,  e n v ir o n m e n t a l ly ,  a n d  s o c lJ  
p o t .  N o  a m o u n t  o f  m a r i j u a n a  p o s s e  
h o m e  s h o u ld  b e  i l l e g a l .  T h e  la s t  c o p  n | 
i n  A n c h o r a g e  w a s  k i l l e d  b y  a n  
d r u n k .  T h e  la t e s t  m u r d e r  t r ia l  in\ | 
k i l l i n g  c o m m it t e d  b y  tw o  d r u n k s  i n  
N e e d  I  s a y  m o r e ?

- P a l

Others issues 
J ggJnsm^are.

THC least 
harmful of Making it 

Illegal is



m a r i j u a n a  b e  r e c r i m i n a l i z e d ?

a y  o u r  r ig h t  t o  p r iv a c y . , B u t  t h e  
a tu r e  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  e x e r c is e  free  
t h in g  . . .  a n d  a  la w  t h a t  p u t s  p o t  
f 9 - y e a r - o ld s  is  a n o t h e r , 

s k a n , I ’ l l  b e  p le a s e d  w h e n  w e  
r u g  la w .  I f  o u r  c h o ic e  is  b e t w e e n  
u m e n t  t h a t  w e  e n d a n g e r  c e r t a in  
ts o n  t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  o r  t h e  
A la s k a ’s  y o u t h  o n  t h e  o t h e r , I  

ere's a  c h o ic e  a t  a l l .  
t h a t  y o u n g  A l a s k a n s  h a v e  
e d o u b l o  s t a n d a r d .  L a s t  O c t o b e r ,'  
b o a r d  o f  t h e  A la s k a  A s s o c ia t io n  
e m m e n t s  —  m a d e  u p  o f  s t u d e n t s  
A la s k a  —  u n a n i m o u s l y  a d o p t e d  
a i l i n g  fo r  t h e  r e c r im in a l iz a t io n  

a .  T h e y  f e lt  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e ’ s 
w a s  m a k i n g  t h e  f ig h t  a g a in s t  

t h e ir  s c h o o ls  m o r e  d i f f ic u l t ,  
l is t e n  t o  t h e  v o ic e s  o f  y o u n g

' le g is la t o r s  n e e d  t o  d o  t h e ir  p a r t  a n d  correct 
; t h e  m is t a k e  t h a t  w a s  m a d e  b y  le g a l i z i n g  
m a r i j u a n a .  D o  i t ’  f o r  o u r  c h i ld r e n .  D o  it  fo r  

' 's o c ie t y . R e c r im in a l iz e  n o w !
i —  Richard D. Rhyner

No amount 
in the home 
should be illegal

—  Frarik H. Murkowski 
United S t a t e s  Senator

. I  d o  n o t  s m o k e ,  d r i n k  o r  u s e  d r u g s .  
H o w e v e r , w h a t  o n e  d o e s  i n  h is  o r  h e r  o w n  
h o u s e  is  h is  o r  h e r  b u s in e s s .  Is  b e in g  d r u n k  i n  

.p r iv a t e  le g a l?  A l c o h o l  d o e s  fa r  m o r e  d a m a g e  
p h y s ic a l ly ,  e n v ir o n m e n t a l ly ,  a n d  s o c ia l ly  t h a n  
p o t ,  N o  a m o u n t  o f  m a r i j u a n a  p o s s e s s io n  a t  
h o m e  s h o u ld  b e  i l l e g a l .  T h e  la s t  c o p  m u r d e r e d  
i n  A n c h o r a g e  w a s  k i l l e d  b y  a n  a d m it t e d  
d r u n k .  T h e  la t e s t  m u r d e r  t r ia l  i n v o lv e d  a  
k i l l i n g  c o m m it t e d  b y  t w o  d r u n k s  i n  S p e n a r d .  
N e e d  I  s a y  m o r e ?

—  Paul Purtle
THC least 
harmful of
iaUttUttll*:

i t .  I f  it  w a s  l e g a l  a n d  s o ld  u n d e r  r e g u la t ir  n s  
l i k e  a lc o h o l  a n d  o t h e r  c o n t r o l le d  s u b s t a n c e s  
f o r  a  f a ir  m a r k e t  p r ic e  t h e  la r g e  p r o f it  m o t iv e  
w o u ld  b e  e l i m i n a t e d  a n d  w it h  i t  t h e  h o s t  o f  
g r e e d y  v a m p ir e s  w h o  c o n t r o l  t h e  m a r k e t  n o w .

F o r  t o o  l o n g  p e o p le  h a v e  f a ls e ly  b e l ie v e d  
t h a t  m a r i j u a n a  v/as a  r u n g  o n  t h e  la d d e r  to  
h e r o in  u s e  a n d  n o w a d a y s  t o  c o c a in e  a d d ic t io n  
a n d  t h a t  b y  e l i m i n a t in g  t h is  r u n g  w e  c o u ld  
s a v e  p e o p le  f r o m  a d d ic t io n .  B u t  i n  r e a l it y  
th o s e  p e o p le  w i l l  b e c o m e  a d d ic t e d  a n y w a y . S o  
l o n g  a s  m i n d - n u m b i n g  s u b s t a n c e s  s u c h  as 
h e r o in  a n d  c o c a in e  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  a n d  s o  lo n g  
as  o u r  s o c ie t y  c o n t in u e s  t o  a b u s e  s o  m a n y  o f  
its  c it iz e n s , s o m e  w i l l  s e e k  to  e s c a p e  t h e ir  
p a i n  i n  t h is  w a y !

F o r  t o o  l o n g  w e  h a v e  h e a r d  h o w  w e  s h o u ld  
" a s k  n o t  w h a t  y o u r  c o u n t r y  c a n  d o  fo r  y o u ,  
a s k  w h a t  c a n  y o u  d o  fo r  y o u r  c o u n t r y "  a n d  
n o t  e n o u g h  a b o u t  w h a t  is  A m e r ic a  d o i n g  fo r  
it s  f  o w in g  m u lt it u d e s  o f  p o o r ,  h o m e le s s ,  a n d  
h o p e le s s  c it iz e n s . I f  A m e r ic a  is  s o  g r e a t  w h y  
a r e  s o  m a n y  A m e r ic a n s  s o  d a m n  u n h u p p y l

—  Geraid Hudspeth
Making it 
Illegal is

A
Other more



bmokers and 
dopers should 

• be segregated
R e c r im i n a l i z e  m a r i j u a n a  f o r  c o n d o  a n d  

a p a r t m e n t  d w e lle r s  a n d  t h e ir  c h i l d r e n .  A l l  
a p a r t m e n t s  s h o u ld  b e  e it h e r  f o r  s m o k e r s  o r  
f o f  h o n -s m o k e r s  i n  a n  a r e a . T h o s e - w h o  d o  n o t -  
s m o k e  a n y t h in g  h a v e  t h e  r ig h t  n o t  t o  b e .  forc e  
f e d .

A  l a d y  o f  t h e  e v e n in g  m o v e d  i n  u n d e r  m e , 
c h a in  s m o k e d  c ig a r e tte s  a n d  u s e d  p o t .  M y  
c ir c u la t io n  w a s  s o  Im p a ir e d  f r o m  w h a t  c a m e  
u p  a r o u n d  k it c h e n  a n d  b a t h r o o m  p ip e s ,  I  w a s  
h o s p it a l iz e d .  I f  m y  w in d o w  w a s  o p e n  a n d  s h e  
o p e n e d  h e r s , h e r  p o is o n s  w e r e  d u m p e d  u p  in t o  
m y  a p a r t m e n t , d e p r iv in g  m e  o f  h a v in g  fr e s h  
a ir  i n  m y  o w n  h o m e ,  I t  w o u ld  b e  b e t t e r  fo r  
c le a n  a p a r t m e n t  d w e lle r s  i f  t h e ir  n e ig h b o r s  
ju s t  b o o z e d  i t  u p ,  a n d  le f t  t h e  n ic o t i n e  a n d  p o t  
a lo n e .

I  w a n t  m y  r ig h t s  t o  p r iv a c y  o f  s m o k e  a n d  
p o t  free  a ir  i n  m y  h o m e . T h a t  p r iv a c y  h a s  
a g a in  b e e n  in t r u d e d  u p o n  f o r  t h e  f ir s t  t im e  i n  
a b o u t  f o u r  y e a r s . M y  h e a lt h  h a d  im p r o v e d  s o  
m u c h  i n  f o u r  y e a r s . N o w  w it h i n  s ix  m o n t i is  
m y  c i r c u l a t i o n  h a s  d e c r e a s e d .  I  h a v e  
d e v e l o p e d  s i n u s i t i s ,  b r o n c h i t i s ,  d u l l e d  
t h i n k in g ,  p o o r  c ir c u la t io n ,  s l e e p in g  p r o b le m s ,  
lo s s  o f  e n e r g y  —  a l l  b e c a u s e  n e w  t e n a n t s  w h o  
u s e  n ic o t in e  a n d  p o t  m o v e d  u n d e r  m e  a g a in .  
T h e y  in v a d e  t h e  p r iv a c y  o f  m y  h o m e  w it h  
t h e ir  a d d ic t io n s  a n d  I  h a v e  n o  w a y  o f  e s c a p e . I  
w a n t  a  la w  t h a t  c a u s e r  d o p e r s  t o  s t o p  
d u m p i n g  t h e ir  d o p e  in t o  m y  h o m e .

—  Elizabeth Montgomery
Others issues 
facing us are 

« more pressing
A  b i l l  t o  r e c r im in a liz e  t h e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  

m a r i j u a n a  i n  o n e ’ s o w n  h o m e  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  
p a s s e d . T o  d o  s o  w o u ld  p u t  m a n y  o t h e r w is e  
la w - a b id in g  c it iz e n s  i n  a  p o s i t io n  c o n t r a r y  to  
t h e  la w .

W h e n  l e g i s l a t i o n  w a s  p a s s e d  t o  
d e c r im in a l iz e  t h e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  m a r i j u a n a  i n  
t h e  p r iv a c y  o f  o n e 's  h o m e ,  it  r e f le c t e d  t h e  
p i o n e e r  s p ir i t  o f  A l a s k a n s ,  a n d  s h o w e d  
r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  p r iv a c y  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n t  
ju d g m e n t  o f  t h e  I n d i v i d u a l .

T h o s e  w h o  a r g u e  t h a t  m a r i j u a n a  i n  t h e  
h o m e  m a y  a d v e r s e ly  in f lu e n c e  c h i l d r e n  m a y  
b e  r ig h t .  I f  a  p a r e n t  is  ir r e s p o n s ib le  e n o u g h  t o  
a b u s e  s u c h  a  s u b s t a n c e  i n  t h e  c o m p a n y  o f  a 
c h i l d ,  i t  c o u ld  b e  c o n s id e r e d  a  f o r m  o f  c h i l d  
a b u s e . B u t  t h e r e  is  ju s t  as m u c h  o f  a  p o t e n t ia l  
fo r  t h e  a b u s e  o f  m a n y  t h in g s  i n  t h e  h o m e ,  
f r o m  a s p ir in  t o  a lc o h o l .

I n  l i g h t  o f  t h e  s t a t e 's  c u r r e n t  f is c a l  
p r e d i c a m e n t ,  a n d  c o n s i d e r in g  a  l i m i t e d  
le g is la t iv e  s e s s io n , I  t h in k  o u r  la w m a k e r s  
w o u ld  d o  w e l l  c o n c e n t r a t in g  o n  t h e  m o r e  
p r e s s in g  is s u e s  f a c in g  A la s k a  r a t h e r  t h a n  
s q u e lc h in g  t h e  in d e p e n d e n c e  o f  it s  c it iz e n s .

—  Chas Jones
Alaska’s youth 
appear to back 
recriminalization

I  r e c e n t ly  a d v is e d  t h e  s tate  l e g is la t u r e  w h a t  
P u b l i c  S a f e t y  C o m m is s io n e r  B o b  S u n d b e r g  
s a id  a t  m y  S e n a t e  h e a r in g  la s t  y e a r :

"Only in Alaska can one sit at home and 
smoke marijuana secure in the knowledge

t h a t  t a k e  a w a y  o u r  r ig h t  to  p r iv a c y .  B u t  t h e  
r ig h t  o f  a  m a t u r e  i n d i v i d u a l  to  e x e r c is e  fr e e  
c h o ic e  is  o n e  t h i n g  . . .  a n d  a  la w  t h a t  p u t s  p o t  
i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  9 -y e a r -o ld s  is  a n o t h e r .

A s  a n  A la s k a n ,  I ’ l l  b e  p le a s e d  w h e n  w e  
c h a n g e  o u r  d r u g  la w .  I f  o u r  c h o ic e  is  b e t w e e n  
a  d u b io u s  a r g u m e n t  t h a t  w e  e n d a n g e r  c e r t a in  
p r iv a c y  r ig h t s  o n  t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  o r  t h e  
w e l l - b e in g  o f  A l a s k a ’ s y o u t h  o n  t h e  o t h e r ,  I  
d o n ’ t t h in k  t h e r e ’s a  c h o ic e  at o i l .

I  k n o w  t h a t  y o u n g  A l a s k a n s  h a v e  
r e c o g n iz e d  t h e  d o u b l e  s t a n d a r d . L a s t  O c t o b e r ,  
t h e  e x e c u t iv e  b o a r d  o f  t h e  A la s k a  A s s o c ia t io n  
o f  S c h o o l  G o v e r n m e n t s  —  m a d e  u p  o f  s t u d e n t s  
f r o m  a l l  o v e r  A la s k a  —  u n a n im o u s ly  a d o p t e d  
a  r e s o lu t io n  c a l l i n g  f o r  t h e  r e c r im in a l iz a t io n  
o f  m a r i j u a n a .  T h e y  f e lt  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e ' s  
m a r i j u a n a  la w  w a s  m a k i n g  th e  f ig h t  a g a in s t  
d r u g  a b u s e  i n  t h e ir  s c h o o ls  m o r e  d i f f ic u l t .

W '  e e d - t o  l is t e n  t o  t h e  v o ic e s  o f  y o u n g  
A la s i .a n s .

—  Frank H. Murkowski United States Senator
THC least 
harmful of 

o intoxicants
O f  a l l  t h e  in t o x ic a n t s  t h a t  are l e g a l  i n  o u r  

s o c ie t y , (s u c h  a s  a lc o h o l  a n d  n ic o t in e ) ,  T H C ,  
t h e  a c t iv e  in g r e d ie n t  i n  m a r i ju a n a ,  is  t h e  le a s t  
h a r m f u l .  R a r e ly  d o e s  v io le n c e  o c c u r  w it h  it s  
u s e , a n d  p h y s ic a l  d e p e n d e n c e  h a s  y e t  t o  b e  
p r o v e d .

A  t o t a l ly  d r u g - f r e e  s o c ie t y  is  w it h o u t  d o u b t  
t h e  i d e a l ,  b u t  i n  r e a l it y  I  d o u b t  t h is  w i l l  
h a p p e n .  S o c ie t y  w o u ld  b e  a  lo t  b e t t e r  o f f  t o  
t o t a l ly  l e g a l iz e  m a r i j u a n a  a n d  r e c r im in a l iz e  
a l c o h o l  b u t  t h e n  t h e  le s s o n  o f  A m e r i c a ’s 
c r im in a l iz a t io n  o f  a lc o h o l  s h o u ld  a p p l y  t o  t h e  
r e c r im in a l iz a t io n  o f  m a r i j u a n a .

—  John Byrd
Legalizing 
marijuana was 
a mistake

blessing o f  ti'te State Supreme Court. "E.
N c  o n e  v te n ts  t o  s ee  c h a n g e s  I n  o u r  la w s

Y e s , m a r i j u a n a  s h o u ld  b e  r e c r im in a l iz e d  
w it h o u t  d e la y .  M a r i j u a n a  is  o n e  m o r e  i l l  t h a t  
is  s i n k in g  o u r  n a t i o n .

D e b a t e  t h is  w it h  a n y  d o p e r  a n d  y o u ' l l  g e t  
t h e  s a m e  a r g u m e n t  e v e r y  t im e :  " It 's  n o  w o r s e  
t h a n  a lc o h o l .  "  T h a t  m a y  b e  tr u e , a n d  w h i l e  w e  
n e e d  to  w o r k  h a r d e r  o n  a l l  fo r m s  o f  a l c o h o l  
a b u s e ,  t w o  w r o n g s  d o n ’ t m a k e  a  r ig h t .  W h y  
a d d  t o  o u r  p r o b le m s ?  B e s id e s ,  a lc o h o l  is  s o l d  
b y  l e g a l ,  l ic e n s e d  a n d  m o n it e r e d  s tore s .

" I  c a n  d o  w h a t  I  w a n t  i n  t h e  p r iv a c y  o f  m y  
h o m e . ”  O K ,  b u t  h o w  d o e s  m o s t  m a r i j u a n a  g e t  
th e r e ?  N o t  b y  h o m e - g r o w n  p la n t  —  b u t  b y  
d r u g  d e a le r s .  B y  a l l o w i n g  m a r i j u a n a  i n  
h o m e s , w e 'r e  c r e a t in g  a  la r g e  m a r k e t  f o r  d r u g  
d e a le r s  t o  g e t  r ic h .  T h e s e  n ic e  p e o p le  d o n ’ t 
ju s *  s e l l  m a r i j u a n a ,  b u t  o t h e r  m o r e  d e a d l y  
d r u g s  t h a t  p e o p le  a r e  w i l l i n g  to  k m  o r  s t e a l  t o  
g e t .

A t  a  t im e  w h e n  m o s t  p e o p le  are t r y in g  t o  
g e t  t h e  m e s s a g e  o u t  t h a t  d r u g s  k i l l ,  o u r

le g is la t o r s  n e e d ' t o  d o  t h e ir  p a r  
t h e  m is t a k e  t h a t  w a s  m a d e  1 
m a r i j u a n a .  D o  It' f o r  o u r  c h i ld r  
s o c ie t y . R e c r im i n a l iz e  n o w !

■ —  Richi
Noamount 
In the home 

e should be ille
I  d o  n o t  s m o k e ,  d r i n k  o r  

H o w e v e r ,  w h a t  o n e  d o e s  i n  h is  
h o u s e  is  h is  o r  h e r  b u s in e s s .  Is  be 
p r iv a t e  le g a l?  A l c o h o l  d o e s  fa r  i  
p h y s ic a l ly ,  e n v ir o n m e n t a l ly ,  a n d  
p o t .  N o  a m o u n t  o f  m a r i j u a n a  f 
h o m e  s h o u ld  b e  i l l e g a l .  T h e  la s t  c 
i n  A n c h o r a g e  w a s  k i l l e d  b y  I 
d r u n k .  T h e  la t e s t  m u r d e r  t r ia l 
k i l l i n g  c o m m it t e d  b y  t w o  d r u n k s  
N e e d  I  s a y  m o r e ?

Making it 
illegal is 
unenforceabk

I f  a  p e r s o n  e n g a g e s  i n  a n  a c t iv i i  
t h a t  d o e s  n o t  h a r m  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  
g o v e r n m e n t  h a v e  t h e  r ig h t  to  p ; 
a c t iv it y ?  T h i s  is  t h e  f r a g i le ,  c o m e r  
s o c ie t y :  n o t  o u r  r e p r e s e n t a t iv  
g o v e r n m e n t ,  b u t  o u r  f r e e d o m . ’ 
h a r m  t o  s o c ie t y  f r o m  s m o k in g  n  
n o t  s u b s t a n t ia t e d  a n d  is  e x a g , 
e x p l o i t i n g  o u r  > e m o t io n a l  react ii 
i n f o r m a t io n  w e  d o  r e c e iv e .

M a k i n g '  a n  a c t i v i t y  i l l e g a l  
n e c e s s a r i ly  s t o p  a  p e r s o n  f r o m  e 
t h a t  a c t iv it y .  A  p e r s o n  w i l l  c h o i 
s m o k in g  m a r i j u a n a  i n  p r iv a t e  c 
u n p l e a s a n t  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o u t \  
p le a s u r e  i t  p r o v id e s  a n d  i f  t h e  cc 
a r e  r e la t iv e ly  c e r t a in .

I n  fa c t , t h e r e  is  n o  w a y  t o  s to  
f r o m  s m o k in g  m a r i j u a n a  i n  p r iv a t e  
a n  u n a c c e p t a b le  i n t r u s io n  o f  p i  
e x t r e m e ly  e x p e n s iv e .'  I t  r e a l ly  d o e : 
w h e t h e r  o u r  le g is la t o r s  “ r e c r im ir  
p o s s e s s io n  o f  m a r i j u a n a  o r  n o t ,  th e  
a s  u n e n f o r c e a b le  h e r e  as  i t  is  a n y w l 
t h e  U . S . A .

Marijuana not 
a ‘rung’ on the 

«, ladder to addict
;  H a v e  I  m is s e d  a  l a r g e  c r i i  
' c o m m it t e d  b y  t h e  c u r s e d  p o t h e a d s  o  
c o n c o c t e d  a  n e w  r e a s o n  t o  ov e r c
a lr e a d y  o v e r -c a p a c it y  ja i l s ?  W e  ha

t h e ir  n u m b e r s  h a v e  r e a c h e d  m a n y  
B e s i d e s , ’ m o s t  o f  t h e  c r im e  a s s o c ii 
m a r i j u a n a  u s e  is  t h e  r e s u lt  o f  t r y in g



a w a y  o u r  r ig h t  t o  p r i v a c y . , B u t  t h e  
m a t u r e  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  e x e r c is e  free  

n e  t h in g  . . .  a n d  a  la w  t h a t  p u t s  p o t  
Is  o f  9 -y e a r -o ld s  is  a n o t h e r .  
f U a s k a n ,  I ’ l l  b e  p l e a s e d  w h e n  w e 
• d r u g  la w .  I f  o u r  c h o ic e  is  b e t w e e n  
a r g u m e n t  t h a t  w e  e n d a n g e r  c e r t a in  
i g h t s  o n  t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  o r  t h e  
o f  A l a s k a ’ s y o u t h  o n  t h e  o t h e r , I  

: t h e r e ’s a  c h o ic e  a .  a l l .
/ t h a t  y o u n g  A l a s k a n s  h a v e  
t h e  d o u b l e  s t a n d a r d .  L a s t  O c t o b e r , 
v e  b o a r d  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  A s s o c ia t io n  

J o v e m m e n t s  —  m a d e  u p  o f  s t u d e n t s  
/er  A la s k a  —  u n a n i m o u s l y  a d o p t e d  
n  c a l l i n g  f o r  t h e  r e c r im in a l iz a t io n  
a n a .  T h e y  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e ’ s 
la w  w a s  m a k in g  t h e  f i g h t  a g a in s t  
i n  t h e ir  s c h o o ls  m o r e  d i f f i c u l t .

I- t o  l is t e n  t o  t h e  v o ic e s  o f  y o u n g

—  Frank H. Murkowski United States Senator
THC least 
harmful of 

.«> intoxicants
i e  in t o x ic a n t s  t h a t  a r e  l e g a l  i n  o u r  
ic h  a s  a lc o h o l  a n d  n ic o t in e ) ,  T H C ,  
in g r e d ie n t  i n  m a r i j u a n a ,  is  t h e  le a s t  
la r e ly  d o e s  v io le n c e  o c c u r  w it h  its  
ih y s ic a l  d e p e n d e n c e  h a s  y e t  t o  b e

r d r u g - f r e e  s o c ie t y  is  w it h o u t  d o u b t  
b u t  i n  r e a l it y  I  d o u b t  t h is  w i l l  

> c iety  w o u ld  b e  a  lo t  b e t t e r  o f f  to 
a l iz e  m a r i j u a n a  a n d  r e c r im in a l iz e  
it  t h e n  t h e  le s s o n  o f  A m e r i c a ’s 
,t io n  o f  a lc o h o l  s h o u ld  a p p l y  t o  t h e  
z a t io n  o f  m a r i j u a n a .

—  John Byrd
Legalizing 
marijuana was 
a mistake

i r i j u a n a  s h o u ld  b e  r e c r im in a l iz e d  
la y .  M a r i j u a n a  is  o n e  m o r e  i l l  t h a t  
>ur n a t io n .
;h is  w it h  a n y  d o p e r  a n d  y o u ’ l l  g e t  
r g u m e n t  e v e r y  t im e :  " It 's  n o  w o r s e  
> 1."  T h a t  m a y  b e  t r u e , a n d  w h i l e  w e 
)r k  h a r d e r  o n  a l l  f o r m s  o f  a lc o h o l  

w r o n g s  d o n ’ t m a k e  a  r ig h t .  W h y  
p r o b le m s ?  B e s id e s ,  a l c o h o l  is  s o ld  

:e n s e d  a n d  m o n it e r e d  s t o r e s .? w h a t  I  w a n t  i n  t h e  p r iv a c y  o f  m y  
:, b u t  h o w  d o e s  m o s t  m a r i j u a n a  get 

b y  h o m e - g r o w n  p l a n t  —  b u t  b y  
e r s . B y  a l l o w i n g  m a r i j u a n a  i n  
re c r e a t in g  a  la r g e  m a r k e t  f o r  d r u g  
g e t  r ic h .  T h e s e  n ic e  p e o p l e  d o n ’ t 

r a r i ju a n a ,  b u t  o t h e r  m o r e  d e a d ly  
p e o p le  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  k i l l  o r  s t e a l  to

,e w h e n  m o s t  p e o p le  a r e  t r y in g  to  
e s s a g e  o u t  t h a t  d r u g s  k i l l ,  o u r

’ le g is la t o r s  n e e d ' t o  d o  t h e ir  p a r t  a n d  cor rect 
t h e  m is t a k e  t h a t  w a s  m a d e  b y  l e g a l i z i n g  
m a r i ju a n a .  D o  It ' f o r  o u r  c h i ld r e n .  D o  it  f o r  
s o c ie t y . R e c r im in a l iz e  n e w !

r ' i. —  Richard D. Rhyner
No amount 
In the home 
should be Illegal

I  d o  n o t  s m o k e ,  d r i n k  o r  u s e  d r u g s .  
H o w e v e r , w h a t  o n e  d o e s  i n  h is  o r  h e r  o w n  
h o u s e  is  h is  o r  h e r  b u s in e s s .  Is  b e in g  d r u n k  i n  
p r iv a t e  le g a l?  A l c o h o l  d o e s  fa r  m o r e  d a m a g e  
p h y s ic a l ly ,  e n v ir o n m e n t a l l y ,  a n d  s o c ia l ly  t h a n  
p o t .  N o  a m o u n t  o f  m a r i j u a n a  p o s s e s s io n  at  
h o m e  s h o u ld  b e  i l l e g a l .  T h e  la s t  c o p  m u r d e r e d  
i n  A n c h o r a g e  w a s  k i l l e d  b y  a n  a d m it t e d  
d r u n k . T h e  la t e s t  m u r d e r  t r ia l  i n v o lv e d  a  
k i l l i n g  c o m m it t e d  b y  t w o  d r u n k s  i n  S p e n a r d .  
N e e d  I  s a y  m o r e ?

—  Paul Purtle
, Making it 

illegal is 
• unenforceable

I f  a  p e r s o n  e n g a g e s  i n  a n  a c t iv it y  i n  p r iv a t e  
t h a t  d o e s  n o t  h a r m  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n , S h o u ld  t h e  
g o v e r n m e n t  h a v e  t h e  r ig h t  t o  p r o h ib i t  t h a t  
a c t iv it y ?  T h i s  is  t h e  f r a g i le ,  c o r n e r s t o n e  o f  o u r  
s o c ie t y : n o t  o u r  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  f o r m  o f  
g o v e r n m e n t , b u t  o u r  f r e e d o m . T h e  a l le g e d  
h a r m  to  s o c ie t y  f r o m  s m o k in g  m a r i j u a n a  is  
n o t  s u b s t a n t ia t e d  a n d  is  e x a g g e r a t e d  b y  
e x p lo it in g  o u r  > e m o t io n a l  r e a c t io n s  t o  t h e  
in f o r m a t io n  w e  d o  r e c e .v e . '

M a k i n g ' a n  a c t i v i t y  i l l e g a l  w i l l  n o t  
n e c e s s a r ily  s t o p  a  p e r s o n  f r o m  e n g a g in g  i n  
t h a t  a c t iv it y .  A  p e r s o n  w i l l  c h o o s e  t o  s t o p  
s m o k in g  m a r i j u a n a  i n  p r iv a t e  o n l y  i f  t h e  
u n p le a s a n t  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o u t w e i g h  t h e  
p le a s u r e  i t  p r o v id e s  a n d  i f  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  
are  r e la t iv e ly  c e r t a in .

I n  fact, t h e r e  is  n o  w a y  t o  s t o p  a  p e r s o n  
f r o m  s m o k in g  m a r i j u a n a  i n  p r iv a t e  t h a t  is  n o t  
a n  u n a c c e p t a b le  in t r u s io n  o f  p r iv a c y  a n d  
e x t r e m e ly  e x p e n s iv e . '  I t  r e a l ly  d o e s n 't  m a t t e r  
w h e t h e r  o u r  le g is la t o r s  “ r e c r im in a l iz e ’ ’ t h e  
p o s s e s s io n  o f  m a r i j u a n a  o r  n o t ,  t h e  la w  is  ju s t ,  
as  u n e n f o r c e a b le  h e r e  a s  i t  is  a n y w h e r e  e ls e  i n  
t h e  U . S . A .

—  Ann Riley

Marijuana not 
a ‘rung’ on the 
ladder to addiction

j H a v e  I  m i s s e d  a  l a r g e  c r i m e  w a v e  
.'c o m m itte d  b y  t h e  c u r s e d  p o t h e a d s  o r  h a v e  w e  
Ic o n c o c te d  a  n e w  r e a s o n  t o  o v e r c r o w d  o u r  
a lr e a d y  o v e r - c a p a c it y  j a i l s ?  W e  h a v e n ’ t t h e  
resources t o  a t t a c k  t h e  e n o r m it y  o f  u s e r s  as  

•t h e ir  n u m b e r s  h a v e  r e a c h e d  m a n y  m i l l i o n s .  
B e s id e s ,' m o s t  o f  t h e  c r i n v  a s s o c ia t e d  w if r  
m a r i ju a n a  u s e  i s  t h e  r e s u lt  o f  t r y in g  t o  o b t a in

it .  I f  it  w a s  le g a l  a n d  s o ld  u n d e r  r e g u la t io n s  
l i k e  a lc o h o l  a n d  o t h e r  c o n t r o l le d  s u b s t a n c e s  
f o r  a  f a ir  m a r k e t  p r ic e  t h e  la r g e  p r o f it  m o t iv e  
w o u ld  b e  e l im in a t e d  a n d  w it h  it  t h e  h o s t  o f  
g r e e d y  v a m p ir e s  w h o  c o n t r o l  t h e  m a r k e t  n o w .

F o r  t o o  lo n g  p e o p l e  h a v e  f a ls e ly  b e l ie v e d  
t h a t  m a r i ju a n a  w a s  a  r u n g  o n  t h e  la d d e r  to  
h e r o in  u s e  a n d  n o w a d a y s  t o  c o c a in e  a d d ic t io n  
a n d  t h a t  b y  e l i m i n a t i n g  t h is  r u n g  w e  c o u ld  
s a v e  p e o p le  fr o m  a d d i c t i o n .  B u t  i n  r e a l it y  
t h o s e  p e o p le  w i l l  b e c o m e  a d d ic t e d  a n y w a y . S o  
l o n g  as  m i n d - n u m b i n g  s u b s t a n c e s  s u c h  as  
h e r o in  a n d  c o c a in e  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  a n d  s o  l o n g  
as  o u r  s o c ie t y  c o n t in u e s  t o  a b u s e  s o  m a n y  o f  
it s  c it iz e n s , s o m e  w i l l  s e e k  to  e s c a p e  t h e ir  
p a i n  i n  t h is  w a y !

F o r  t o o  lo n g  w e  h a v e  h e a r d  h o w  w e  s h o u ld  
" a s k  n o t  w h a t  y o u r  c o u n t r y  c a n  d o  fo r  y o u ,  
a s k  w h a t  c a n  y o u  d o  f o r  y o u r  c o u n t r y "  a n d  
n o t  e n o u g h  a b o u t  w h a t  is  A m e r ic a  d o in g  f o r  
it s  g r o w in g  m u lt it u d e s  o f  p o o r ,  h o m e le s s ,  a n d  
h o p e le s s  c it iz e n s . I f  A m e r ic a  is  s o  g r e a t  w h y  
a r e  s o  m a n y  A m e r ic a n s  s o  d a m n  u n h a p p y !

—  Gerald Hudspeth
Other more 
harmful things 

« remain legal
W h y  s h o u ld n ’ t t h e  le g is la t u r e  t a k e  a w a y  

t h e  r ig h t  t o  s m o k e  c ig a r e t t e s  a n d  h a v e  d r in k s  
i n  o n e ’s o w n  h o m e ,  t o  b u y  o u r  o w n  t o i le t  
p a p e r  a n d  f o o d  w h i l e  t h e y ' r e  a t  it ?  
C o m m u n is t s  see l i f e  m u c h  t h e  s a m e  w a y .

I f  m a r i ju a n a  is  a  h e a l t h  is s u e , s h o u l d n ’ t 
p r e m a r it a l  s e x  b e  o u t la w e d ?  I t ’s  a  h e a lt h  
h a z a r d  n o w .

M a r ij u a n a  is  n o t  a d d ic t iv e  l i k e  a lc o h o l ,  
c o f fe e , a n d  c ig a r e t t e s , w h ic h  a r e  le g a l !

I f  a  p e r s o n  2 1  a n d  o v e r  is  l e g a l l y  
r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  t h e ir  o w n  a c t io n s , d o e s  t h e  
le g is la t u r e  h a v e  t h e  r ig h t  t o  t e l l  t h e m  w h a t  
t h e y  c a n  s m o k e ?  T h e y ' v e  a lr e a d y  t o ld  u s  
w h e r e  w e  c a n  o r  c a n n o t  s m o k e , n o w  i t ’ s w h a t  
w e  c a n  o r  c a n n o t  s m o k e !  H o w  p e t t y !

T h e  la w  w o n ’ t s t o p  p e o p l e  f r o m  s m o k in g  it ,  
I t  w i l l  o n ly  c r o w d  t h e  a lr e a d y  o v e r c r o w d e d  
j a i l s  a n d  c o s t  t a x p a y e r s  m o r e  i n  d r u g  
e n fo r c e m e n t .

N o t  t h a t  i t ’s O K  t o  s m o k e  a n d  d r iv e  o r  
p e r f o r m  a n y  o t h e r  p u b l i c  s e r v ic e . I t  s h o u ld  b e  
p u n is h e d  ju s t  as  s e v e r e ly  a s  d r u n k  d r iv e r s .

B u t  t o  g r o w  s m a l l  a m o u n t s  a t  h o m e  fo r  
p e r s o n a l  u s e , w h o  is  i t  r e a l ly - a f f e c t in g ?  T h e  
p e o p le  o r  t h e  le g is la t u r e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  c a n ’t 
u s e  It  fo r  a  s c a p e g o a t  f o r  o t h e r  m o r e  s e r io u s  
is s u e s  a t  h a n d ?

—  Cf rls Hayden

More responses next Saturday
N e x t  S a t u r d a y ’s  P e o p le ' s  F o r u m  p a g e  

w i l l  carry  a d d i t i o n a l  r e s p o n s e s  t o  t h e  q u e s ­
t i o n :  “ S h o u l d  m a r i j u a n a  b e  r e c r im in a l -  
Iz e d ? ”  ?  ' Vt
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L e g i s l a t o r s ’ a n t i - m a r i j u a n a  c a s e  f u l l  o f  s m o k e
By ROBERT WAGSTAFF

In 1975, the Supreme Court of Alaska 
found that naturally growing .iarijuana 
“does not constitute a public health problem 
with any significant dimensions. It is, for 
instance, far more innocuous in terms of 
psychological and social damage than alcohol 
or tobacco. . . .  It appears that effects of 
marijuana on an individual are not serious 
enough to justify wide-spread concern, at 
least as compared with the far more danger­
ous effects of alcohol, barbiturates, and 
amphetamines.”

The Alaska Supreme Court found that the 
state failed to meet its substantial burden to 
show that the prohibition of the possession 
of marijuana in the home was supported by a 
legitimate state interest. Eloquently writing 
for a unanimous Court, Chief Justice 
Rabinowitz:

"Our territory and now state has tradi­
tionally been the home of people who prize 
their individuality and who have chosen to 
settle or to continue living here in order to 
achieve a measure of control over their own 
lifestyles which is now virtually unattaina­
ble in many of our sister states."

The nationally renowned Ravin decision 
was based upon an exhaustive trial record 
where all of the best-known experts testi­
fied. All studies and claims were examined. 
The ultimate conclusion was that none justi­
fied making the possession and use of mari­
juana by adults in private a crime.

This has not stopped the Alaska Legisla­
ture. The Alaska Legislature is a peculiar 
body. It is knowingly attempting to pass a 
patently unconstitutional bill because it

thinks the politics of an election year justi­
fies it and attention can be diverted thereby 
from its fiscal mismanagement.

In fact, Senate Judiciary Chairman Jay 
Kerttula has himself said that the findings of 
harm listed in the bill won’t convince a court 
to overturn the Ravin decision stating, “the 
findings in this bill are overstated and in 
some cases wrong.” Nonetheless, Kerttula 
voted for the bill.

Indeed, the Alaska Legislature is a strange 
body. It is sworn to uphold the Constitution 
of Alaska, y. 1 it is now hysterically stam­
peding to violate that very document. The 
supposed justification is a politically created 
report on marijuana whose author explains: 

"As you requested, I have not included 
any research which disputes the findings set 
out in the bill.”

The teaching of history is that marijuana 
is innocuous. Marijuana has been used 
throughout the world in various forms, 
concentrations and quantities for thousands 
of years. Nothing bad has happened yet.

In fact, there are no new marijuana 
studies or new findings of any significance. 
Only the old timeworn arguments of the 
1930s have been dusted off and recovered.

The findings of the bill proclaim, for 
example, that THC, the psychoactive ingre­
dient in marijuana, is stored in the body for

up to 30 days causing the user to smoke 
more, resulting in alteration of basic psy­
chology. This statement is simply and inar- 
guably medically untrue. The psychoactive 
part of THC, in fact, is broken down by the 
body soon after ingestion. Some residual 
metabolites stay in the body longer but 
significantly these are non-psychoactive and 
have no effect.

The bill also announces that it is possible 
to overdose on marijuana because it in­
creases the effects of alcohol. God forbid that 
it interfere with the legislator's drug of 
choice!

In the history of the world no one has ever 
died from an overdose jf  marijuana. It is one 
of the least toxic drugs known to man. 
Laboratory experiments have shown that a 
potentially lethal dose is 40 thousand times 
the actual intoxicating dose. Marijuana has 
much less cross reaction with alcohol than 
barbiturates or tranquilizers such as Valium.

The bill also proclaims that marijuana is 
10 times more powerful today than it was 10 
years ago. There is no evidence such is the 
case. As with all of the supposed claims, the 
origins are obscure, the allegations unsup­
ported. This is not surprising as the “public 
hearings” were as carefully orchestrated as 
the research report.

As to potency, The New York Times has 
reported an actual decrease in the strength of 
available marijuana between 1980 and 1986. 
As with alcohol, consumers compensate for 
higher potency by consuming smaller doses.

The bill asserts that marijuana causes 
schizophrenia and a dulling of the senses 
creating the possibility that the user is

*  I t  ( t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e )  i s  
s w o r n  t o  u p h o l d  t h e  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  A l a s k a ,  y e t  
i t  i s  n o w  h y s t e r i c a l l y  
s t a m p e d i n g  t o  v i o l a t e  t h a t  
v e r y  d o c u m e n t ,  y

unable to respond to body signals. There is 
absolutely no credible clinical evidence that 
marijuana causes schizophrenia or any other 
psychiatric clinical effects. These findings 
are simply made up.

Finally, and predictably, the bill says that 
marijuana affects fetal development, sperm 
eggs and sexual hormones. There is no 
documented case of marijuana causing any 
genetic deformity. In fact, the National 
Academy of Sciences affirms that marijuana 
use has no effect on chromosomes or fertili­
ty.

If you are unhappy with the Alaska 
legislature, please let it know how you feel. 
The spotlight has been on the legislature 
because of its past mismanagements. The 
legislature is now attempting to escape this 
unwelcome attention by attacking tradition­
al scapegoats.

□  R o b e r t  W a g s t a f f  Is  a n  A n c h o r a g e  a t t o r n e y .
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p o r t a g e ;  F i r m  t o  t o u r  l a k e  Trump asms to buy landmark New York hotel
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state’s largest package tour 
operator through its cruise 
ships, railcars and Gray Line 
motorcoaches. It also owns 
Westmark Hotels, a chain of 
17 Alaska and Canadian ho­
tels.

Through Westours Inc., the 
corporation controls at least 
60 percent of the state’s ex­
panding package tour trade, 
and a share of at least anoth­
er 20 percent, according to 
James Needham, an Arthur 
Young & Co. manager who 
serves as a tourism trade con­
sultant.

Broderick said that Gray 
Line, as required by a Forest 
Service stipulation, will re­
serve at east 60 percent of 
each Portage boat trip for 
over-the-counter sales. The 
rest may be booked by tour 
companies.

Gray Line also will foot 
the bill for a new Forest 
Service ranger who will ride 
with the boat and explain the 
glaciology of the lake area. 
About 25 m inutes of the 
hour-long trip will be spent 
close to the glacier front, 
Broderick said.

Glacier calving occasional­
ly causes chunks of ice to 
crash into the lake, but Forest 
Service officials are con­
vinced that the boat can safe­
ly operate near the glacier. 
Similar tour boats now cruise 
in front of the Columbia Gla­
cier, Du Lac said. However 
high winds, which often howl

through the lake area, may 
shut down operations about 
12 days each season.

Holland America hopes to 
start lake-development con­
struction this summer, and 
will bid all contracts with 
local companies, Broderick 
said.

The Associated Press
NEW YORK — Developer Donald 

Trump has a handshake agreement to 
buy the landmark Plaza Hotel for about 
$450 million, according to a report pub­
lished Friday.

The Plaza’s owners have agreed on 
basic terms with Trump on acquiring the

hotel and they are expected to sign a 
binding contract next week, according to 
sources quoted in The Wall Street Jour­
nal. One source said the agreement so far 
is based on a handshake.

A spokesv/oman for Trump and a 
spokesman at Howard Rubenstein Asso­
ciates, which represents Trump, did not

immediately return telephone calls seek­
ing confirmation.

Another source quoted by the Journal 
said last month that Trump was the 
preferred bidder because it was felt that 
he was most likely to restore the hotel’s 
lost luster.

STOREWIDE SAVINGS OF 2 5 %  - 6 5 %



^ l£ o $ t
I f f % D ru g  A w a re n e ss  I n f o r m a t io n

 A°\  »rt>M*i« W*hr

N e w s l e t t e r
Write Makes Might

Write Makes Right 57  c o n a n t  S t r e e t .  R o o m  1 1 3  • D a n v e r s .  M A  0 1 9 2 3  • ( 6 1 7 )  7 7 4 - 2 6 4 1  C o n n i e  &  O t t o  M o u l t o n

January 1988

S Y N O P S I S  O F  M A R I J U A N A

George Biernson and Otto Moulton

S u p e r f i c i a l l y ,  m a r i j u a n a  a ope a r s  t o  be mi l d  and r e l a t i v e l y  h a r m l e s s ,  bu t  i t  i s  a c ­
t u a l l y  e x t r e m e l y  d a nge r ous  and i n s i d i o u s ,  b e c a u s e :

1.  Ma r i j u a n a  i s  s t r o n g l y  f a t  s o l u b l e ,  and so i s  s t o r e d  f o r  mont hs  i n t h e  f a t ­
t y  t i s s u e s  of  t he  body.  These  t i s s u e s  a c t  l i k e  t i m e - r e l e a s e  c a p s u l e s ,  
s t e a d i l y  f e e d i n g  m a r i j u a n a  i n t o  t he  b l o o d ,  and k e e p i n g  t h e  r e g u l a r  m a r i j u a ­
na smoker  i n c o n t i n u a l  s e d a t i o n .

2.  An a p p r e c i a b l e  amount  of  ma r i j u a n a  i s  s t o r e d  d i r e c t l y  i n t h e  b r a i n ,  whi ch 
i s  1 / 3  f a t  t i s s u e .  S i nc e  m a r i j u a n a  i s  c o n t i n u a l l y  p r e s e n t ,  i t  s t e a d i l y  
damages  t he  b r a i r  c e l l s .

3.  The s e v e r e  e f f e i  o f  m a r i j u a n a  on t he  b r a i n  was d e mo n s t r a t e d  i n  e x p e r ­
i me n t s  on monkeys pe r f o r me d  by Dr .  Ro b e r t  Heat h of  Tu l a n e  Medi ca l  Sc hoo l ,  
who i s  wor l d - r e nowne d  f o r  h i s  b r a i n  r e s e a r c h .  The g r e a t e s t  damage oc ­
c u r r e d  in t he  l i mb i c  r e g i o n ,  deep in t h e  b r a i n ,  whi ch i s  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  mo­
t i v a t i o n .  The monkeys smoked two mo n k e y - s i z e d  j o i n t s  o f  m a r i j u a n a  pe r  
day,  f i v e  days  a week,  f o r  s i x  mont hs .  A f t e r  two mon t hs ,  b r a i n  waves  f rom 
p r o b e s  in t he  l i mb i c  r e g i o n  became s e v e r e l y  d i s t o r t e d ,  and r ema i ne d  d i s ­
t o r t e d  s i x  months  a f t e r  smoking had s t o p p e d .  Then,  t h e  b r a i n  c e l l s  wer e  
exami ned under  t h e  e l e c t r o n  m i c r o s c o p e .  A b n o r m a l i t i e s  wer e  so g r e a t  t h e  
b r a i n  a ppe a r e d  t c  be s e n i l e .

4.  Ma r i j u a n a  i s  o f t e n  c l a i me d  to be n o n - a d d i c t i v e ,  b e c a u s e  p h y s i c a l  w i t h d r a w­
al  symptoms a r e  mi l d  a f t e r  one s t o p s  smoki ng i t .  However ,  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  
t h i s  i s  t h a t  m a r i j u a n a  c a nno t  be wi t hd r a wn  r a p i d l y ;  t h e  body has  i t s  own 
s u p p l y .  I t  t a k e s  one week f o r  t he  s t o r e d  m a r i j u a n a  t o  d r op  t o  1 / 2 ,  two 
weeks  t o  d r op  t o 1 / 4 ,  t h r e e  weeks  t o  1 / 8 ,  e t c .

5.  Re g u l a r  m a r i j u a n a  smoki ng p r oduc e s  a d r u g - d e p e n u e n t  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  and g e n e r ­
a l l y  l e a d s  t o  e s c a l a t e d  use  of  many d r u g s ,  b e c a u s e :

a .  As m a r i j u a n a  b u i l d s  up in t h e  body,  i t  g r a d u a l l y  d r a g s  t he  smoker  i n t o  
c o n t i n u a l  s e d a t i o n ,  s e p a r a t i n g  him f rom r e a l i t y  and f o r c i n g  him i n t o  a 
dr eam w o ^ d  o f  d r u g s .

b.  Ma r i j u a n a  weakens  t he  c e n t e r  o f  m o t i v a t i o n  o f  t he  b r a i n ,  and in t i me  
p e r ma n e n t l y  damages  i t .  Hence ,  p r o l o n g e d  m a r i j u a n a  smoki ng d e s t r o y s  
normal  m o t i v a t i o n a l  r e f l e x e s ,  so t h a t  t he  smoker  e x p e r i e n c e s  g r e a t  d i f ­
f i c u l t y  l i v i n g  a d r u g - f r e e  e x i s t e n c e .

c .  S i n c e  m a r i j u a n a  i n h i b i t s  n a u s e a ,  p e o p l e  wi t h  m a r i j u a n a  s t o r e d  in t h e i r  
b o d i e s  can d r i n k  a l c o h o l  v e r y  h e a v i l y  w i t h o u t  g e t t i n g  s i c k .  
Co n s e q u e n t l y ,  m a r i j u a n a  has  c a us e d  an e p i d e mi c  of  a l c o h o l  a b u s e ,  dr unk  
d r i v i n g ,  and d e a t h  f rom a l c o h o l  o v e r d o s e .
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S U M M A R Y  O F  T H E  B I O L O G I C A L  E F F E C T S  O F  M A R I J U A N A

by George Biernson and Otto Moulton

M a r i j u a n a ,  k n o w n  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  a s  c a n n a b i s  s a t i v a  a n d  p o p u l a r l y  a s  

p o t ,  c o n t a i n s  6 1  c h e m i c a l s ,  c a l l e d  c a n n a b i n o i d s ,  w h i c h  a r e  f o u n d  n o w h e r e  

e l s e .  I t s  p r i m a r y  p s y c h o a c t i v e  i n g r e d i e n t  i s  d e l t a - 9 - t e t r a h y d r o c a n n a b i n o l  

o r  d e l t a - 9 - T H C .  T h r e e  o t h e r  c a n n a b i n o i d s  a r e  k n o w n  t o  b e  p s y c h o a c t i v e ,  

b u t  o c c u r  i n  m u c h  l o w e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n .  M a n y  o f  t h e  c a n n a b i n o i d s  p r o b a b l y  

c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  d a m a g e  o f  m a r i j u a n a  t o  t h e  b o d y .  H o w e v e r . ,  t h e  e v i d e n c e  

a g a i n s t  d e l t a - 9 - T H C  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  b r a n d  i t ,  b y  i t s e l f ,  a n  e x t r e m e l y  

d a n g e r o u s  d r u g .  O f t e n  d e l t a - 9 - T H C  i s  s h o r t e n e d  t o  T H C .

S t o r a g e  o f  T H C  _ i n  t h e  B o d y

T H C  i s  s t r o n g l y  f a t  s o l u b l e ,  a n d  s o  i s  s t o r e d  i n  t h e  f a t t y  t i s s u e s  

o f  t h e  b o d y  f o r  m o n t h s .  T h e  f a t t y  t i s s u e s  a c t  l i k e  t i m e - r e l e a s e  c a p s u l e s ,  

w h i c h  s t e a d i l y  r e l e a s e  T H C  i n t o  t h e  b l o o d ,  k e e p i n g  t h e  r e g u l a r  m a r i j u a n a  

s m o k e r  i n  c o n t i n u a l  s e d a t i o n .  T h e  T H C  m o l e c u l e s  a r e  v e r y  s t i c k y ,  a n d  s o  

T H C  i s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  m e a s u r e  q u a n t i t a t i v e l y ;  i t  s t i c k s  t o  t h e  s i d e s  

o f  t e s t  t u b e s  a n d  o t h e r  e q u i p m e n t .  T h e  s t  > r a g e  o f  T H C  i n  t h e  b o d y  i s  

d i s c u s s e d  i n  d e t a i l  i n  R e f .  [ 1 ] .  „

T H C  i s  c a l l e d  l i p o p h i l i c ,  m e a n i n g  " f a t - l o v i n g " .  I t s  f a t - s t o r a g e  

p r o p e r t i e s  a r e  q u i t e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  o f  t h e  b a n n e d  i n s e c t i c i d e  D D T .  T h a t  

l i p o p h i l i c  i n s e c t i c i d e  w a s  t h o u g h t  t o  b e  h a r m l e s s  t o  v e r t e b r a t e s ,  u n t i l  

w e  d i s c o v e r e d ,  t o  o u r  d i s m a y ,  t h a t  i t  w a s  a c c u m u l a t i n g  i n  t h e  b o d i e s  o f  

a n i m a l s ,  a n d  s o  w a s  d e s t r o y i n g  o u r  e n v i r o n m e n t .

T h e  b r a i n  i s  i s o l a t e d  f r o m  t h e  m a i n  b l o o d  s u p p l y  b y  t h e  b l o o d - b r a i n  

b a r r i e r ,  w h i c h  i s  a  p r o t e c t i v e  s i e v e  o f  c a p i l l a r y  w a l l s  a n d  m e m b r a n e s  

t h a t  s h i e l d s  t h e  b r a i n  a g a i n s t  t o x i c  s u b s t a n c e s .  L i p o p h i l i c  T H C  m o l e c u l e s  

s t i c k  t o  t h i s  s i e v e ,  a n d  s o  t h e  f l o w  o f  T H C  t o  t h e  b r a i n  i s  s l o w .

A s  T H C  i s  a b s o r b e d  i n t o  t h e  b l o o d ,  m o s t  o f  i t  l e a v e s  v e r y  r a p i d l y ,  

t o  b e  s t o r e d  i n  d i f f e r e n t  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  p r o c e s s e s ,  w h i c h  l a t e r  f e e d  T H C  

b a c k  i n t o  t h e  b l o o d .  A s  b l o o d  p a s s e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  l i v e r ,  p a r t  o f  t h e  T H C

i s  m e t a b o l i z e d  t o  f o r m  o t h e r  c h e m i c a l s  c a l l e d  m e t a b o l i t e s ,  w h i c h  a r e

e v e n t u a l l y  e x c r e t e d  f r o m  t h e  b o d y .  U n m e t a b o l i z e d  T H C  i s  n o t  e x c r e t e d .

E e c a u s ' '  o f  t h e s e  s t o r a g e  p r o c e s s e s ,  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  T H C  i n  t h e

b l o o d  d r o p s  t o  a  f e w  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  i n i t i a l  l e v e l  b y  t h e  t i m e  t h e  T H C
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m o l e c u l e s  h a v e  w o r k e d  t h e i r  w a y  t h r o u g h  t h e  b l o o d - b r a i n  b a r r i e r .  H e n c e ,  

o n l y  a  s m a l l  a m o u n t  o f  t h e  T H C  e n t e r i n g  t h e  b o d y  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  

" h i g h "  s e n s a t i o n .  I n  a  l i g h t  m a r i j u a n a  s m o k e r ,  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  T H C  

i n  t h e  b r a i n  b l o o d  t h a t  p r o d u c e s  a  s t r o n g  " h i g h "  i s  a b o u t  1 0  m i c r o g r a m s  

( 1 0  m i l l i o n t h s  o f  a  g r a m )  d i s t r i b u t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  t o t a l  b l o o d  s u p p l y  

o f  t h e  b o d y .

T h u s ,  T H C  i s  a n  e x t r e m e l y  p o t e n t  d r u g .  I t  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  m i l d  b e c a u s e

i t s  h i g h  f a t  s o l u b i l i t y  m a k e s  i t  s l o w  a c t i n g .  W i t h  t h i s  s l o w  a c t i o n ,

s e r i o u s  p h y s i c a l  t r a u m a  f r o m  m a r i j u a n a  o v e r d o s e  i s  r a r e .  O n  t h e  o t h e r

h a n d ,  b e i n g  l i p o p h i l i c  m a k e s  m a r i j u a n a  v e r y  d a n g e r o u s  a n d  i n s i d i o u s  w h e n  

u s e d  r e g u l a r l y .

T h e r e  a r e  f o u r  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  T H C  s t o r a g e  p r o c e s s e s  i n  t h e  b o d y ,  

w h i c h  f e e d  T H C  b a c k  i n t o  t h e  b l o o d  a t  d i f f e r e n t  r a t e s :  ( 1 )  f a s t  s t o r a g e ,  

p r e d o m i n a t i n g  i n  t h e  f i r s t  1 0  m i n u t e s ,  ( « _ )  m e d i u m  s t o r a g e ,  p r e d o m i n a t i n g  

i n  t h e  f i r s t  h o u r ,  ( 3 )  s l o w  s t o r a g e ,  p r e d o m i n a t i n g  i n  t h e  f i r s t  1 2  h o u r s ,  

a n d  ( 4 )  v e r y  s l o w  s t o r a g e ,  w h i c h  c o n t r o l s  T H C  b l o o d  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  a f t e r  

o n e  d a y .  V e r y  s l o w  s t o r a g e  i s  c a u s e d  b y  T H C  a b s o r b e d  i n t o  f a t t y  t i s s u e s .  

A b o u t  1 / 3  o f  t h e  T H C  e n t e r i n g  t h e  b o d y  i s  a b s o r b e d  i n t o  t h e  f a t  t i s s u e s ,  

w h i c h  r e l e a s e  i t  w i t h  a  h a l f  l i f e  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  o n e  w e e k .  H e n c e ,  i t

t a k e s  o n e  w e e k  a f t e r  m a r i j u a n a  s m o k i n g  h a s  c e a s e d  x ' o r  T H C  s t o r e d  i n  t h e

f a t  t o  d r o p  t o  1 / 2 ,  2  w e e k s  t o  d r o p  t o  1 / 4 ,  3  w e e k s  t o  1 / 8 ,  e t c .

A l l  o f  t h e  m a r i j u a n a  j o i n t s  s m o k e d  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  m o n t h  c o n t r i b u t e

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t o  t h e  T H C  i n  t h e  f a t t y  t i s s u e s ,  w h i c h  i s  s t e a d i l y  r e l e a s e d

i n t o  t h e  b l o o d .  T h e  T H C  b l o o d  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  f r o m  t h i s  s t e a d y  r e l e a s e  i s  

l o w .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  f o r  a  r e g u l a r  m a r i j u a n a  s m o k e r ,  i t  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  

c a u s e  s e d a t i o n ,  b e c a u s e  ( 1 )  T H C  i s  r e l e a s e d  s o  s l o w l y  i t  p a s s e s  u n i m p e d e d  

t h r o u g h  t h e  b l o o d - b r a i n  b a r r i e r ,  a n d  ( 2 )  T H C  i s  e x t r e m e l y  p o t e n t .

O n e  t h i r d  o f  t h e  b r a i n  i s  f a t  t i s s u e ,  a n d  s o  a n  a p p r e c i a b l e  a m o u n t  

o f  T H C  i s  s t o r e d  d i r e c t l y  i n  t h e  b r a i n .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  b l o o d - b r a i n  b a r r i e r  

r e d u c e s  T H C  f l o w  t o  t h e  b r a i n ,  a b o u t  h a l f  o f  t h e  T H C  s t o r e d  i n  t h e  f a t  

a r r i v e s  s o  s l o w l y  i t  p a s s e s  u n i m p e d e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  b l o o d - b r a i n  b a r r i e r .  

H e n c e ,  T H C  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  i n  b r a i n  f a t  t i s s u e  s h o u l d  b e  a b o u t  h a l f  o f  t h a t  

i n  g e n e r a l  b o d y  f a t .  ( T h i s  s l o w l y  a r r i v i n g  T H C  c o m e s  p a r t l y  f r o m  T H C  

o r i g i n a l l y  s t o r e d  i n  t h e  f a t ' ,  w h i c h  i s  r e c y c l e d  b a c k  i n t o  t h e  f a t ,  a n d

p a r t l y  f r o m  t h e  s l o w  s t o r a g e  p r o c e s s ,  d e s c r i b e d  e a r l i e r . )

E f f e c t  o f  T H C  o n  t h e  B r a i n

W h a t  i s  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  T H C  s t o r e d  i n  b r a i n  c e l l s ?  D r .  R o b e r t  G i l k e s o n

[ 2 ]  e x p l a i n s  t h a t  t h e  m e m b r a n e s  o f  n e r v e  c e l l s  a r e  f a t  ( o r  " l i p i d " )  

t i s s u e ,  a n d  s o  a r e  s i t e s  f o r  s t o r i n g  T H C  m o l e c u l e s .  T h e  n e r v e  c e l l  

m e m b r a n e  i s  c r u c i a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  b e c a u s e :  ( 1 )  n u t r i e n t s  a n d  w a s t e  p r o d u c t s  

f o r  t h e  c o 1 ’ . m u s t  p a s s  a c r o s s  t h e  c e l l  m e m b r a n e ,  a n d  ( 2 )  t h i s  m e m b r a n e  i s  

t h e  p r i m a r y  s o u r c e  o f  n e u r a l  e l e c t r i c a l  a c t i v i t y .  W h e n  s t i c k y  T H C  

m o l e c u l e s  a r e  s t o r e d  i n  t h e  n e r v e  c e l l  m e m b r a n e ,  t h e y  d e g r a d e  c e l l

n u t r i t i o n ,  a n d  s u p p r e s s  e l e c t r i c a l  a c t i v i t y .

H e n c e ,  o n e  w o u l d  e x p e c t  t h a t  l o n g - t e r m  u s e  o f  m a r i j u a n a  s h o u l d  c a u s e  

s e r i o u s  b r a i n  d a m a g e .  T h a t  t h i s  i s  s o  w a s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  b y  e x p e r i m e n t s  

p e r f o r m e d  o n  t h e  m o n k e y  b y  D r .  R o b e r t  H e a t h  o f  T u l a n e  M e d i c a l  S c h o o l ,  w h o  

i s  w o r l d  r e n o w n e d  f o r  h i s  r e s e a r c h  o n  t h e  b r a i n  [ 3 ]  ( p p  7 1 3 - 7 3 0 ) .  C l e a r ,  

d e t a i l e d  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  t h i s  w o r k  a r e  g i v e n  b y  P e g g y  M a n n  i n  [ 4 ,  5 3 .
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T h e  f o l l o w i n g  e x p e r i m e n t  w a s  p e r f o r m e d  s e v e r a l  t i m e s .  F o r  6  m o n t h s  a  

m o n k e y  s m o k e d  t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  2  j o i n t s  o f  m a r i j u a n a  p e r  d a y ,  5  d a y s  p e r  

w e e k ,  u s i n g  m o n k e y - s i z e d  j o i n t s .  A f t e r  r e c o v e r i n g  f o r  6  m o n t h s ,  t h e  

m o n k e y  w a s  s a c r i f i c e d  a n d  i t s  b r a i n  c e l l s  e x a m i n e d  u n d e r  t h e  e l e c t r o n

m i c r o s c o p e .  E E C  b r a i n  w a v e s  w e r e  m e a s u r e d  f r o m  e l e c t r o d e s  i m b e d d e d  i n  t h e  

b r a i n .  T h e  E E G  w a v e s  b e c j t n e  s e v e r e l y  d i s t o r t e d  a f t e r  2  m o n t h s  o f  s m o k i n g ,  

a n d  r e m a i n e d  s e v e r e l y  d i s t o r t e d  6  m o n t h s  a f t e r  s m o k i n g  h a d  s t o p p e d .

T h e  b r a i n  c e l l s  s h o w e d  s e r i o u s  d a m a g e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  i n  a  d e e p  

p a r t  o f  t h e  b r a i n  c a l l e d  t h e  l i m b i c  s y s t e m ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  

m o t i v a t i o n .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  o v e r  3 0 %  o f  t h e  l i m b i c  b r a i n - c e l l  n u c l e i  h a d  

i n c l u s i o n  b o d i e s ,  w h i c h  a r e  c l o t s  i n  t h e  n u c l e i .  I n  n o r m a l  b r a i n s ,  l e s s

t h a n  0 . 5 %  o f  b r a i n - c e l l  n u c l e i  h a v e  i n c l u s i o n  b o d i e s .  T h e  i n c i d e n c e  i s  

m u c h  h i g h e r  i n  o l d  b r a i n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  o f  s e n i l e  p a t i e n t s ,  b u t  

e v e n  t h e n  i s  m u c h  l e s s  t h a n  w a s  o b s e r v e d  i n  t h e  b r a i n s  o f  t h e s e  y o u n g

m o n k e y s .  W h e n  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r s  f i r s t  o b s e r v e d  t h e  e n o r m o u s  b r a i n - c e l l  

d a m a g e ,  t h e y  w e r e  s h o c k e d  a t  w h a t  t h e y  s a w .

D o s a g e .  T h i s  r e s e a r c h  b y  H e a t h  i s  o f t e n  d i s m i s s e d  w i t h  t h e  a r g u m e n t  

t h a t  t h e  m o n k e y s  w e r e  " c h a i n - s m o k i n g "  m a r i j u a n a ,  u s i n g  h u g e  d o s e s .  T h i s  

i s  n o t  t r u e .  E a r l y  i n  t h i s  e x p e r i m e n t  t h e  s m o k i n g  a p p a r a t u s  w a s  v e r y  

i n e f f i c i e n t ,  a n d  l i t t l e  o f  t h e  T H C  w a s  a b s o r b e d  i n t o  t h e  m o n k e y ' s  b o d y .  

T h i s  p r o b l e m  w a s  c o r r e c t e d  b y  d e v e l o p i n g  a  r e s p i r a t o r  t h a t  f o r c e d  t h e  

m o n k e y s  t o  s m o k e  i n  a  h u m a n - l i k e  p a t t e r n .

W i t h  t h i s  r e s p i r a t o r ,  a  m o n k e y  w e i g h i n g  1 1  p o u n d s  s m o k e d  a  0 . 2 5 - g r a m  

j o i n t  o f  m a r i j u a n a ,  c o n t a i n i n g  2 . 5 - 3 %  T H C .  ( A  n o r m a l  m a r i j u a n a  j o i n t  i s  1 

g r a m ,  a n d  g o o d  s t r e e t  p o t  t o d a y  i s  u s u a l l y  3 . 5 - 4 %  T H C . )  T h i s  d o s a g e

p r o d u c e s  t h e  s a m e  T H C  b l o o d  c o n c e n t r a t i o n ,  1 0  m i n u t e s  a f t e r  s m o k i n g ,  a s  a  

h u m a n  s m o k i n g  a  1 - g r a m  j o i n t .

I f  w e  s c a l e  t h e  m o n k e y ' s  d o s e  b y  w e i g h t ,  0 . 2 5  g r a m  o f  m a r i j u a n a  f o r  

a n  1 1 - p o u n d  m o n k e y  w o u l d  b e  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  3  g r a m s  ( o r  3  j o i n t s )  f o r  a  

1 3 2 - p o u n d  t e e n a g e r .  H o w e v e r ,  e q u i v a l e n t  d r u g  d o s a g e s  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  

s p e c i e s  a r e  n o t  s c a l e d  b y  w e i g h t .  E x t e n s i v e  s t u d i e s  o f  d r u g  e q u i v a l e n c y  

h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  f o r  c a n c e r  c h e m o t h e r a p y .  A s  s h o w n  i n  [ 6 ] ,  f o r  t h e  m a n y  

d r u g s  e v a l u a t e d ,  t h e  m a x i m u m  t o l e r a b l e  d o s e  f o r  m a n ' ,  p e r  p o u n d  o f  b o d y  

w e i g h t ,  i s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 / 3  o f  t h a t  f o r  t h e  m o n k e y .  W h e n  t h i s  f a c t o r  1 / 3  

i s  i n c l u d e d ,  t h e  0 . 2 5 - g r a m  m o n k e y - s i z e d  j o i n t  i s  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  a  1 - g r a m  

j o i n t  f o r  t h e  1 3 2  p o u n d  t e e n a g e r .

T o  b u r y  t h i s  d o s a g e  a r g u m e n t  c o m p l e t e l y ,  l e t  u s  i g n o r e  t h i s  1 / 3  

f a c t o r  a n d  a s s u m e ,  v e r y  o p t i m i s t i c a l l y ,  t h a t  d o s a g e  i s  s c a l e d  d i r e c t l y  

w i t h  b o d y  w e i b ; . c .  S i n c e  t h e  m o n k e y  s m o k e d  1 0  t i m e s  p e r  w e e k ,  t h i s  v e r y  

o p t i m i s t i c  a s s u m p t i o n  w o u l d  y i e l d  3 0  j o i n t s  p e r  w e e k  f o r  t h e  t e e n a g e r ,  o r  

4 . 3  j o i n t s  p e r  d a y .  I n  1 9 7 9  t h e  N a t i o n a l  H i g h - S c h o o l  S e n i o r  S u r v e y  s h o w e d  

t h a t  1 0 %  o f  U . S .  h i g h - s c h o o l  s e n i o r s  s m o k e d  m a r i j u a n a  d a i l y ,  a n d  t h e  

a v e r a g e  c o n s u m p t i o n  f o r  t h e  d a i l y  m a r i j u a n a  s m o k e r s  w a s  3 . 5  j o i n t s  p e r  

d a y .  T h i s  a v e r a g e  i s  v e r y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  v e r y  o p t i m i s t i c  4 . 3  j o i n t s  p e r  d a y  

c o r r e s p o n d i n g  t o  t h e  m o n k e y  e x p e r i m e n t ,  a  s m o k i n g  l e v e l  t h a t  p r o d u c e d  

s e r i o u s  b r a i n  d a m a g e  a f t e r  6  m o n t h s  o f  s m o k i n g .

C l e a r l y ,  t h i s  e x p e r i m e n t  b y  H e a t h  i s  c r u c i a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  o u r  

y o u n g s t e r s .  Y e t ,  v e r y  f e w  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  a  r e l i a b l e  a c c o u n t  o f  i t  i n  t h e i r  

d r u g  e d u c a t i o n  c l a s s e s ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  i t s  r e s u l t s  w e r e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1 9 7 9 .  

A s  P e g g y  M a n n  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  N o v .  1 9 8 7  R e a d e r ' s  D i g e s t , " W e  a r e  t e a c h i n g
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o u r  k i d s  t o  u s e  d r u g s "  i n  d r u g  e d u c a t i o n .  T h e  m i s i n f o r m a t i o n  p r e s e n t e d  i n  

m o s t  d r u g  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  i s  a t r o c i o u s .

I n  1 9 8 1  t h e  N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o n  D r u g  A b u s e  ( N I D A )  d i s c o n t i n u e d  

f u n d i n g  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  b y  D r .  H e a t h ,  w h i c h  i s  b y  f a r  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  

r e s e a r c h  o n  m a r i j u a n a  e v e r  p e r f o r m e d  a n y w h e r e  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  T h i s  a c t i o n  

w a s  p r e c e d e d  i n  1 9 8 0  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e r o g a t o r y  e v a l u a t i o n  b y  N I D A  o f  

H e a t h ' s  w o r k  1 7 ] :

" A  r e s e a r c h e r  w h o  u s e d  e l e c t r o d e s  i m p l a n t e d  d e e p  w i t h i n  t h e  b r a i n s  o f  

m o n k e y s ,  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  m o r e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  s c a l p  r e c o r d i n g  t e c h n i q u e s ,  

h a s  f o u n d  p e r s i s t e n t  c h a n g e s  r e l a t e d  t o  c h r o n i c  u s e .  T h i s  s a m e  

i n v e s t i g a t o r  h a s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  r h e s u s  m o n k e y s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  m a r i j u a n a  

s m o k e  f r o m  o n e  j o i n t  d a i l y  f o r  f i v e  d a y s  p e r  w e e k  f o r  s i x  m o n t h s  s h o w

p e r s i s t e n t  m i c r o s c o p i c  c h a n g e s  i n  b r a i n  c e l l u l a r  s t r u c t u r e  f o l l o w i n g

t h i s  t r e a t m e n t .  W h i l e  t h e s e  e x p e r i m e n t s  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  

t h a t  m o r e  s u b t l e  c h a n g e s  i n  b r a i n  f u n c t i o n i n g  o r  s t r u c t u r e  m a y  o c c u r  a s  

a  r e s u l t  o f  m a r i j u a n a  s m o k i n g  i n  a n i m a l s ,  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e s e  

c h a n g e s  f o r  s u b s e q u e n t  h u m a n  o r  a n i m a l  b e h a v i o r  i s  a t  p r e s e n t  u n k n o w n .  

O t h e r  s t u d i e s ,  u s i n g  m o r e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  E E C  t e c h n i q u e s  t o  m e a s u r e  b r a i n  

e l e c t r i c a l  a c t i v i t y ,  h a v e  f o u n d  c h a n g e s  t e m p o r a r i l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h

a c u t e  u s e ,  b u t  n o  e v i d e n c e  o f  p e r s i s t e n t l y  a b n o r m a l  E E G  f i n d i n g s  

r e l a t e d  t o  c h r o n i c  c a n n a b i s  u s e . "

I n  E E G  ( e l e c t r o - e n c e p h a l o g r a m )  t e s t s  o n  m a n ,  t h e  e l e c t r o d e s  a r e

a l m o s t  a l w a y s  p l a c e d  o n  t h e  s c a l p ,  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  d a n g e r o u s  t o  i n s e r t  t h e m  

i n t o  t h e  b r a i n .  O n l y  u n d e r  e x t r e m e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  b r a i n  

s u r g e r y ,  h a s  i t  b e e n  p o s s i b l e  t o  p l a c e  E E G  e l e c t r o d e s  i n s i d e  t h e  h u m a n  

b r a i n .  I t  i s  w e l l  k n o w n  t h a t  E E G  s c a l p  r e c o r d s  g i v e  a n  e x t r e m e l y  l i m i t e d  

m e a s u r e  o f  b r a i n  e l e c t r i c a l  a c t i v i t y .  D o c t o r s  u s e  t h e  s c a l p  E E G  b e c a u s e  

i t  i s  t h e  b e s t  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  g e t ,  n o t  b e c a u s e  _ i t  i. s  " c o n v e n t i o n a l " .

W i t h  N I D A ' s  u n s c i e n t i f i c  a p p r o a c h  t o  r e s e a r c h ,  i s  i t  a n y  w o n d e r  t h a t  

w e  h a v e  a  d r u g  e p i d e m i c ?

T h e  s t r o n g  b r a i n - w a v e  d i s t o r t i o n s  f o u n d  b y  H e a t h  o n  m o n k e y s  w e r e  

d e t e c t e d  o n l y  f r o m  e l e c t r o d e s  i m p l a n t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  b r a i n ,  a n d  w e r e  n o t  

o b s e r v e d  f r o m  t h o s e  p l a c e d  o n  t h e  s c a l p .  H e n c e  o n e  w o u l d  n o t  e x p e c t  E E G  

s c a l p  r e c o r d i n g s  o f  h u m a n s  t o  s h o w  s t r o n g  b r a i n - w a v e  d i s t o r t i o n .

O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  p s y c h i a t r i s t  D r .  R o b e r t  G i l k e s o n  h a s  o b s e r v e d  

m o r e  s u b t l e  b r a i n - w a v e  c h a n g e s  f r o m  t h e  s c a l p  E E G  [ 8 ]  ( p  2 0 ) .  G i l k e s o n  

h a s  d e v e l o p e d  E E G  t e c h n i q u e s  t o  p i n p o i n t  l e a r n i n g  d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  w h i c h  h e  

a p p l i e d  t o  5 0  y o u n g s t e r s ,  a g e s  1 3 - 1 8 ,  w h o  h a d  u s e d  p o t  a t  l e a s t  t w i c e  a  

w e e k  f o r  U m o n t h s .  T h e y  a b s t a i n e d  f r o m  p o t  f o r  2  d a y s  p r e c e d i n g  t h e  t e s t .

G i l k e s o n  f o u n d  t h a t  a l l  o f  t h e s e  E E G  r e c o r d s  w e r e  " m a r k e d l y  i m m a t u r e  

f o r  a g e " ,  a n d  h a d  a n  a b n o r m a l  a m o u n t  o f  s l o w  t h e t a  r h y t h m s ,  " s u f f i c i e n t  

t o . b e  d i a g n o s t i c  o f  d i f f u s e  b r a i n  i m p a i r m e n t .  I n  t h e  E E G  s e c t i o n  o f  

a c a d e m i c  t a s k s ,  n o n e  o f  t h e s e  y o u n g s t e r s  c o u l d  s p e e d  u p  w h e n  c h a l l e n g e d .  

T h e i r  b r a i n  w a v e s  f a i l e d  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e s e  s t i m u l i  i n  t h e  u s u a l  w a y . "  

T h e s e  s u b t l e  d i s t o r t i o n s  o f  s c a l p  E E G  s i g n a l s  d i s a p p e a r e d  a f t e r  t h e  

y o u n g s t e r s  a b s t a i n e d  f r o m  p o t  f o r  3  m o n t h s .  G n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  s e v e r e  

d i s t o r t i o n s  o b s e r v e d  b y  H e a t h  f r o m  d e e p - b r a i n  r e c o r d i n g s  p e r s i s t e d  a f t e r  

6  m o n t h s  o f  a b s t i n a n c e .



I n  1 9 7 3 ,  D r .  A k i r a  M o r i s h i m a  o f  C o l u m b i a  U n i v e r s i t y  e x a m i n e d ,  f r o m  

h e a l t h y  p o t - s m o k i n g  y o u n g  m e n ,  t h e  c h r o m o s o m e s  o f  T - l y m p h o c y t e s , w h i c h  

a r e  i m p o r t a n t  c e l l s  o f  t h e  i m m u n e  s y s t e m .  T h e  m e n  h a d  s m o k e d  m a r i j u a n a  

f o r  a n  a v e r a g e  o f  4  y e a r s ,  a n d  d i d  n o t  t a k e  o t h e r  i l l e g a l  d r u g s .  F o r  

t h o s e  s m o k i n g  2  j o i n t s  p e r  w e e k ,  a b o u t  1 / 3  o f  t h e  T - l y m p h o c y t e  c e l l s  h a d  

a b o u t  h a l f  t h e  n o r m a l  n u m b e r  o f  c h r o m o s o m e s  ( 4 6 ) .  F o r  t h e  d a i l y  m a r i j u a n a  

s m o k e r s ,  c e l l  d a m a g e  w a s  g r e a t e r ,  w i t h  s o m e  c e l l s  c o n t a i n i n g  o n l y  5  t o  1 0  

c h r o m o s o m e s .  T h i s  s t u d y  h a s  b e e n  v e r i f i e d  b y  m a n y  o t h e r  r e s e a r c h e r s .  [ 4 ]  

( P  1 1 3 )

T h i s  h a s  s t r o n g  i m p l i c a t e o n s  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  A I D S  e p i d e m i c ,  b e c a u s e  

T - l y m p h o c y t e s  a r e  a  p r i m e  t a r g e t  f o r  t h e  A I D S  v i r u s .  M a n y  p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  

b e e n  i n f e c t e d  w i t h  A I D S  d o  n o t  h a v e  a c t i v e  s y m p t o m s .  T h i s  s t u d y  i n d i c a t e s  

t h a t  a n y  u s e  o f  m a r i j u a n a  m a y  h a v e  a  s e r i o u s  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f

t h e  d i s e a s e .  A I D S  r e s e a r c h e r s  s h o u l d  s t a r t  c o r r e l a t i n g  m a r i j u a n a  u s e  w i t h

t h e  p r o g r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  A I D S  s y m p t o m s .

E f f e c t  o n  R e p r o d u c t i o n

T h e  d a m a g e  t o  c h r o m o s o m e s  c a u s e d  b y  m a r i j u a n a  c a n  p r o d u c e  s e r i o u s  

b i r t h  d e f e c t s ,  w h i c h  a r e  t r a n s m i t t e d  t h r o u g h  m a n y  g e n e r a t i o n s .  I n  

e x p e r i m e n t s  b y  D r .  S u s a n  D a l t e r i o ,  m a l e  m i c e  w e r e  g i v e n  a  h u m a n  

e q u i v a l e n c y  d o s e  o f  1 t o  3  j o i n t s  o f  T H C ,  3  t i m e s  p e r  w e e k ,  f o r  5  w e e k s .  

T h e s e  m i c e  w e r e  m a t e d  f o r  a  m o n t h  w i t h  n o r m a l  f e m a l e s .  T w e n t y  p e r c e n t  o f  

t h e  f e m a l e s  e i t h e r  d i d  n o t  c o n c e i v e ,  o r  h a d  b a b i e s  t h a t  w e r e  b o r n  d e a d  o r  

d i e d  s o o n  a f t e r  b i r t h .

T h e  r e s u l t a n t  s o n s  t h a t  m a t u r e d  w e r e  n o t  e x p o s e d  t o  a n y  d r u g s  a n d  

w e r e  m a t e d  w i t h  n o r m a l  f e m a l e s .  A b o u t  2 5 ? )  o f  t h e s e  f e m a l e  m i c e  d i d  n o t  

a c h i e v e  a  n o r m a l  p r e g n a n c y .  T h e  r e s u l t a n t  g r a n d s o n s  o f  t h e  T H C - d o s e d  m i c e  

t h a t  m a t u r e d  w e r e  n o t  e x p o s e d  t o  d r u g s  a n d  w e r e  m a t e d  w i t h  n o r m a l  

f e m a l e s .  M a n y  o f  t h e i r  o f f s p r i n g  s h o w e d  s e v e r e  a b n o r m a l i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

i n t e s t i n e s  o u t s i d e  t h e  b o d i e s ,  a n d  e x p o s e d  b r a i n s  a n d  s p i n a l  c o r d s .  M a n y  

o f  t h e  s o n s  a n d  g r a n d s o n s  s h o w e d  s e v e r e  c h r o m o s o m e  d e f e c t s .  [ 8 ]  ( p  1 2 )

i h e  S e x  D r i v e

W h e n  m i c e  o r  m o n k e y s  a r e  e x p o s e d  t o  m a r i j u a n a ,  t h e y  h a v e  l i t t l e  s e x

d r i v e :  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  g e t  t h e m  t o  m a t e .  S i m i l a r  r e s u l t s  a r e  o b s e r v e d

i n  h u m a n s .  A  h i g h  i n c i d e n c e  o f  i m p o t e n c e  h a s  b e e n  r e p o r t e d  a m o n g  m e n  i n  

J a m a i c a  w h o  s m o k e d  m a r i j u a n a  f o r  5  y e a r s .  D r .  I n g r i d  L a n t n e r ,  w h o  h a s  

d i s c u s s e d  m a r i j u a n a  o n  m a n y  r a d i o  c a l l - i n  s h o w s ,  r e p o r t s :  " C h r o n i c  p o t

s m o k e r s  o f t e n  t e l l  m e  t h e y  a r e  i m p o t e n t ,  b u t  t h i s  d o e s n ' t  b o t h e r  t h e m  ----------

s i n c e  t h e y  n o  l o n g e r  f e e l  s e x u a l  d e s i r e s . "  [ 8 ]  ( p  1 3 )

E f f e c t  o n  t h e  L u n g s

M a r i j u a n a  c a u s e s  s e r i o u s  l u n g  d a m a g e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w h e n  c i g a r e t t e s  

a r e  a l s o  s m o k e d .  I n  1 9 7 1 ,  s t u d i e s  w e r e  p e r f o r m e d  b y  D r .  F o r r e s t  T e n n a n t  

o n  U . S .  s o l d i e r s  i n  G e r m a n y  w h o  s m o k e d  h a s h i s h  d a i l y ,  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  1 - 5  

j o i n t s  o f  m a r i j u a n a .  H e  f o u n d  t h a t  1 / 3  o f  t h e  c i g a r e t t e  s m o k e r s  h a d  

s q u a m o u s  m e t a p h l a s i a ,  a  d a n g e r o u s  p r e c a n c e r o u s  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  l u n g s ;  

w h i l e  9 1 ?  o f  t h o s e  u s i n g  h a s h i s h  p l u s  c i g a r e t t e s  h a d  i t .  [ 4 ]  ( p  7 0 )
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S i n c e  m a r i j u a n a  c o n t a i n s  m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  c h e m i c a l s ,  m a r i j u a n a  i t s e l f  

i s  n o t  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  m e d i c i n e .  T h e  o n l y  v e r i f i e d  m e d i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  

a  d r u g  d e r i v e d  f r o m  m a r i j u a n a  i s  t h e  u s e  o f  T H C  t o  c o m b a t  n a u s e a  i n  

c a n c e r  p a t i e n t s  u n d e r g o i n g  c h e m o t h e r a p y .  T H C  i s  v e r y  e f f e c t i v e  i n  

r e d u c i n g  n a u s e a .

O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  a s  e x p l a i n e d  e a r l i e r ,  T H C  a t t a c k s  t h e  i m m u n e  

d e f e n s e s  o f  t h e  b o d y .  T h i s  i s  v e r y  s e r i o u s  f o r  p a t i e n t s  u n d e r g o i n g  

c h e m o t h e r a p y ,  b e c a u s e  c h e m o t h e r a p y  a l s o  w e a k e n s  t h e  i m m u n e  s y s t e m ,  m a k i n g  

t h e  p a t i e n t  v e r y  s u s c e p t a b l e  t o  i n f e c t i o u s  d i s e a s e .  O b v i o u s l y ,  w h e n  T H C  

i s  t a k e n  t o  c o m b a t  n a u s e a  i n  c h e m o t h e r a p y  p a t i e n t s ,  i t  m u s t  b e  c a r e f u l l y  

c o n t r o l l e d  a n d  u s e d  s p a r i n g l y .

A d d i c t i o n  a n d  D r u g  D e p e n d e n c e

M a r i j u a n a  i s  o f t e n  c l a i m e d  t o  b e  p h y s i c a l l y  n o n - a d d i c t i v e  b e c a u s e  

t h e  u s e r  d o e s  n o t  e x p e r i e n c e  s t r o n g  p h y s i c a l  w i t h d r a w a l  s y m p t o m s  w h e n  h e  

s t o p s  s m o k i n g  i t .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  i s  t h a t  T H C  c a n n o t  b e  

w i t h d r a w n  r a p i d l y ;  t h e  b o d y  h a s  i t s  o w n  s u p p l y .  I t  t a k e s  o n e  w e e k  f o r  t h e  

T H C  s t o r e d  i n  t h e  f a t  t o  d r o p  t o  5 0 ? ,  a n d  o n e  m o n t h  t o  d r o p  t o  5 ? .

A c t u a l l y ,  m a r i j u a n a  p r o b a b l y  p r o d u c e s  s t r o n g e r  p h y s i c a l  d r u g  

d e p e n d e n c e  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  d r u g .  I t  g e n e r a t e s  a  " p o t  p e r s o n a l i t y "  a n d  

o f t e n  l e a d s  t o  e s c a l a t e d  u s e  o f  m a n y  d r u g s ,  b e c a u s e ;

( 1 )  A s  m a r i j u a n a  b u i l d s  u p  i n  t h e  b o d y ,  i t  g r a d u a l l y  d r a g s  t h e  s m o k e r

i n t o  c o n t i n u a l  s e d a t i o n ,  s e p a r a t i n g  h i m  f r o m  r e a l i t y  a n d  f o r c i n g  h i m  

i n t o  a  d r e a m  w o r l d  o f  d r u g s .

( 2 )  A s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  b y  H e a t h : s  e x p e r i m e n t s  o n  t h e  m o n k e y ,  m a r i j u a n a

w e a k e n s  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  m o t i v a t i o n  o f  t h e  b r a i n ,  a n d  i n  t i m e  

p e r m a n e n t l y  d a m a g e s  i t .  C l i n i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  h a s  s h o w n  t h a t  p r o l o n g e d  

m a r i j u a n a  s m o k i n g  d e s t r o y s  n o r m a l  m o t i v a t i o n a l  r e f l e x e s ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  

s m o k e r  e x p e r i e n c e s  g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y  l i v i n g  a  d r u g - f r e e  e x i s t e n c e .

( 3 )  S i n c e  m a r i j u a n a  i s  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  b o d y  a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  t h e  b o d y  r a p i d l y  

b u i l d s  u p  t o l e r a n c e  t o  i t ,  a n d  t h e  s m o k e r  m u s t  s t e a d i l y  e s c a l a t e  i t s  

u s e  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  s a m e  " h i g h " .  E v e n t u a l l y ,  t h e  k i c k  f r o m  m a r i j u a n a  

i s  n o t  s a t i s f y i n g ,  a n d  s o  h e  r e a c h e s  f o r  o t h e r  d r u g s .

( 4 )  S i n c e  m a r i j u a n a  i n h i b i t s  n a u s e a ,  p e o p l e  w i t h  m a r i j u a n a  s t o r e d  i n

t h e i r  b o d i e s  c a n  d r i n k  a l c o h o l  v e r y  h e a v i l y  w i t h o u t  g e t t i n g  s i c k .  

C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  m a r i j u a n a  h a s  c a u s e d  a n  e p i d e m i c  o f  a l c o h o l  a b u s e ,  

d r u n k  d r i v i n g ,  a n d  d e a t h  f r o m  a l c o h o l  o v e r d o s e .  T e e n a g e  d e a t h  f r o m  

a l c o h o l  o v e r d o s e  u s e d  t o  b e  v e r y  r a r e ;  w i t h o u t  m a r i j u a n a  i n  t h e  

s y s t e m ,  t h e  b o d y  p r o t e c t s  i t s e l f  b y  v o m i t i n g .  [ 4 ]  ( p  5 1 )

M a r i j u a n a  i s  o f t e n  c a l l e d  a  " s t e p p i n g  s t o n e "  o r  " g a t e w a y  d r u g "  

b e c a u s e  i t  l e a d s  t o  d r u g s  g i v i n g  a  s t r o n g e r  k i c k .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e s e  t e r m s  

a r e  m i s l e a d i n g :  t h e y  i m p l y  t h a t  t h e  p r i m a r y  d a m a g e  o f  m a r i j u a n a  c o r n e s

f r o m  d r u g s  e v o l v i n g  f r o m  i t s  u s e .  M a r i j u a n a ' s  d a n g e r s  a r e  d e c e p t i v e  

b e c a u s e  i t s  m a i n  a c t i o n  i s  s l o w  a n d  d e l a y e d ,  a n d  s o  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  

t h e  u s e r  t o  r e l a t e  c a u s e  a n d  e f f e c t .

6



» '  R e m e m b e r  t h a t  T H C  i s  e x t r e m e l y  p o t e n t  a n d  i s  s t o r e d  f o r  m o n t h s  i n

t h e  b o \  , c a u s i n g  s e r i o u s  d a m a g e  t o  t h e  b r a i n ,  t o  c h r o m o s o m e s ,  a n d  t o  t h e  

i m m u n e  : » y s t e r a .  T H C  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  m i l d  b e c a u s e  i t  a c t s  s l o w l y .  H e n c e ,  

m a r i j u a n a  i s  a t  l e a s t  a s  h a r m f u l  a s  c o c a i n e  a n d  h e r o i n ,  b u t  i s  r e a l l y  

m o r e  d a n g e r o u s  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  s o  i n s i d i o u s .  I n  s o c i e t i e s  w h e r e  m a r i j u a n a  

i s  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e ,  a n d  h e r o i n  a n d  c o c a i n e  a r e  n o t ,  t h e  s m o k e r  u s u a l l y  

s t i c k s  t o  m a r i j u a n a ,  u n t i l  i t  d e s t r o y s  h i m .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  M o r o c c o  a n d  

J a m a i c a ,  m a r i j u a n a - i n d u c e d  i n s a n i t y  i s  c o m m o n .  [ 9 ]  ( p .  7 6 )

S u r v e y  a f t e r  s u r v e y  h a v e  s h o w n  t h a t  e s s e n t i a l l y  a l l  u s e r s  o f  o t h e r  

i l l e g a l  d r u g s  s t a r t e d  w i t h  m a r i j u a n a ,  a n d  m o s t  c o n t i n u e  t o  u s e  m a r i j u a n a  

a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  d r u g s .  T h e  g r e a t  r e l u c t a n c e  o f  a  h e r o i n  a d d i c t  t o  

s t o p  m a y  b e  d u e  m o r e  t o  t h e  m a r i j u a n a  h e  h a s  t a k e n  t h a n  t h e  h e r o i n .

M a n y  s u r v e y s  o f  t h i s  s o r t  w e r e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 7 0 ' s ,  w h e n  

t h e  m y t h  o f  m a r i j u a n a ' s  h a r m l e s s n e s s  w a s  s p r e a d  a c r o s s  t h e  U . S .  F o r  

e x a m p l e ,  t h e  U . S .  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  M a r i j u a n a  a n d  D r u g  A b u s e  s t a t e d  i n  i t s  

1 9 7 2  r e p o r t  t o  C o n g r e s s  t h a t  " 8 0 *  o f  t h e  [ S a n  D i e g o  H i g h  S c h o o l ]  s t u d e n t s  

w h o  h a d  u s e d  m a r i j u a n a  w e e k l y  o r  m o r e  o f t e n  h a d  u s e d  o t h e r  i l l e g a l  d r u g s ,  

a n d  5 0 *  o f  t h i s  g r o u p  h a d  u s e d  L S D "  [ 1 0 ]  ( p  5 6 ) .  S i m i l a r l y ,  P s y c h o l o g y  

T o d a y  ( A p r i l  1 9 7 0 )  f o u n d  f r o m  a  s u r v e y  o f  i t s  r e a d e r s  t h a t  5 8 *  o f  t h o s e  

w h o  r m o k e d  m a r i j u a n a  w e e k l y  h a d  t a k e n  L S D ,  w h i l e  a t  l e a s t  9 9 *  o f  t h o s e  

w h o  d r a n k  a l c o h o l  b u t  d i d  n o t  u s e  m a r i j u a n a  h a d  n o t  t a k e n  L S D .  Y e t  L S D  i s  

p r o b a b l y  t h e  m o s t  h a r m f u l  p s y c h o a c t i v e  d r u g  u s e d  b y  m a n ,  a n d  i t s  d a n g e r s  

h a d  b e e n  w e l l  p u b l i c i z e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I t  p r o d u c e s  a n  h a l l u c i n o g e n i c  

s t a t e  a k i n  t o  s c h i z o p h r e n i a ,  a n d  i s  a  c o m m o n  c a u s e  o f  i n s a n i t y .  ( U s e  o f  

L S D  a n d  s i m i l a r  h a l l u c i n o g e n i c  d r u g s  i s  w i d e s p r e a d  t o d a y :  a  1 9 8 3  s u r v e y  

s h o w s  t h a t  2 1 *  o f  y o u n g  a d u l t s  h a v e  t a k e n  t h e m . )  [ 1 1 ]  ( p  3 6 4 )

T h e s e  s t u d i e s  w e r e  g l i b l y  d i s m i s s e d  a s  b e i n g  i r r e l e v a n t .  T h e y  w e r e  

b u r i e d  b y  u s i n g  t h e  f a l l a c i o u s  a r g u m e n t :  " S i n c e  m a r i j u a n a  i s  n o t

a d d i c t i v e ,  i t  c a n n o t  b y  i t s e l f  l e a d  t o  o t h e r  d r u g s ;  h e n c e  t h e s e  

c o r r e l a t i o n s  c a n n o t  b e  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  c a u s e - a n d - e f f e e t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s . "

W e  h e a r  o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  s t u d i e s  e v e r y w h e r e  w e  t u r n .  E l e c t i o n s  a r e  

p r e d i c t e d  w i t h  r e m a r k a b l e  a c c u r a c y  * f r o m  t h e m .  O u r  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  

d a n g e r s  o f  t o b a c c o  i s  l a r g e l y  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  e v i d e n c e .  M o s t  o f  

t h e  d e c i s i o n s  i n  m o d e r n  m e d i c i n e  c o n c e r n i n g  m e d i c a l  p r o c e d u r e s  a r e  b a s e d  

s t r o n g l y  o n  s t a t i s t i c a l  d a t a .  Y e t ,  s t r a n g e l y ,  s t a t i s t i c a l  s t u d i e s  

r e l a t i n g  m a r i j u a n a  t o  o t h e r  d r u g s ,  o r  t o  c r i m e ,  s u i c i d e ,  a n d  i n s a n i t y ,  

a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  i r r e l e v a n t .

N o t e  t h a t  t h e  v i o l e n t  c r i m e  r a t e  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  t r e m e n d o u s l y  s i n c e  

t h e  e a r l y  1 9 6 0 ' s ,  d i r e c t l y  p a r a l l e l i n g  t h e  u s e  o f  m a r i j u a n a .  I t  r o s e  f r o m  

1 . 6 2  p e r  1 0 0 0  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  1 9 6 2  t o  5 . 8 1  i n  1 9 8 0 ,  w h i c h  i s  a  f a c t o r  o f  

3 . 6 .  [ 1 1 ]  ( p  3 7 0 )

C o n c l u s i o n

T h e  s c i e n t i f i c  e v i d e n c e  i s  m o r e  t h a n  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  b r a n d  m a r i j u a n a  

a n  e x t r e m e l y  d a n g e r o u s  d r u g ,  y e t  f e w  y o u n g s t e r s  a r e  a w a r e  o f  t h i s .  T h e y  

s m o k e  m a r i j u a n a  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  t h e r e ,  a n d  t h e y  b e l i e v e  i t  i s  n o  m o r e  

h a r m f u l  t h a n  a l c o h o l .  T h e  o n l y  w a y  t h e y  l e a r n  o t h e r w i s e  i s  t o  s e e  t h e i r  

c l a s s m a t e s  b e i n g  d e s t r o y e d  b y  i t .  H o w e v e r ,  f o r  t h i s  m e c h a n i s m  t o  o p e r a t e ,  

m a n y  y o u n g  l i v e s  m u s t  b e  s a c r i f i c e d .  I t  i s  a b o u t  t i m e  t h a t  s c i e n c e  

p r o v i d e d  a  b e t t e r  l e a r n i n g  m e c h a n i s m .
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S T O R A G E  O F  M A R I J U A N A  IN T H E  B O D Y

George Biernson
3 2 2  H o l d e n  W o o d  R o a d  

C o n c o r d ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  0 1 7 4 2

Th e  Li  p o p  h i  1 1 c P r o p e r t y  o f  THC

D u r i n g  W o r l d - W a r  I I ,  a w o n d e r  i n s e c t i c i d e  w a s  d e v e l o p e d :  DDT.  I t  
k i l l e d  t h e  i n s e c t s ,  a n d  wa s  c o m p l e t e l y  h a r m l e s s  t o  man a n d  o t h e r  
v e r t e b r a t e s  -----  o r  s o  we t h o u g h t .  We e v e n t u a l l y  b a n n e d  DDT wh e n  we

- r -e-a+ i-z-e-d—•i- t—wa s—d-e-s-t -r o -y-i-n-g- o u r  e n v i  r o n m e n -t .-------------------------------------------------------------- —

T h e  p r o b l e m  i s  t h a t  DDT i s  s t r o n g l y  f a t  s o l u a b l e ,  a n d  s o  i s  a b s o r b e d  
i n  f a t  t i s s u e ,  w h e r e  i t  i s  s t o r e d  f o r  m o n t h s .  DDT i s  c a l l e d  " l i p o p h i l i c " ,  
m e a n i n g  " f a t - 1 o v i n g " .

T o d a y  we h a v e  a n o t h e r  p o p u l a r  l i p o p h i l i c  c h e m i c a l :  THC,  o r  
t e t r a - h y d r o - c a n n a b i n o l . T h i s  w o n d e r  s u b s t a n c e  i s  t h e  p s y c h o a c t i v e  
i n g r e d i e n t  i n  m a r i j u a n a .  L i k e  DDT,  THC i s  a l s o  s t o r e d  i n  t h e  b o d y  f o r  
m o n t h s .  I t  h a s  b e e n  f o u n d  i n  t h e  m i l k  o f  m o t h e r s  who q u i t  s m o k i n g  
m a r i j u a n a  t h r e e  m o n t h s  b e f o r e  t h e i r  b a b i e s  w e r e  b o r n .

THC i s  a v e r y  p o t e n t  d r u g ,  b u t  a p p e a r s  t o  be  m i l d  b e c a u s e  i t s  h i g h  
f a t  s o l u a b i l i t y  m a k e s  i t  a c t  s l o w l y .  W i t h  t h i s  s l o w  a c t i o n ,  s e r i o u s  
p h y s i c a l  t r a u m a  f r o m  m a r i j u a n a  o v e r d o s e  i s  r a r e .  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  b e i n g  
l i p o p h i l i c  m a k e s  m a r i j u a n a  v e r y  d a n g e r o u s  a n d  i n s i d i o u s  w h e n  u s e d  
r e g u l a r l y .  T h i s  a r t i c l e  e x p l a i n s  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  o f  THC s t o r a g e  i n  t h e  b o d y  
r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  i t s  l i p o p h i l i c  p r o p e r t y .

Th e  THC Mo d e l

P r o b a b l y  t h e  b e s t  d a t a  on t h e  s t o r a g e  o f  THC i n  t h e  b o d y  a r e  
p r o v i d e d  b y  p h a r m a c o - k i n e t i c  e x p e r i m e n t s  p e r f o r m e d  on t h e  d o g  b y  G a r r e t t  
a n d  H u n t  ( R e f .  C l ] ) .  Th e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o THC i n  t h e  b l o o d  w a s  r e p e a t e d l y  
m e a s u r e d  o v e r  a n  e x t e n d e d  p e r i o d ,  f o l l o w i n g  a n  i n j e c t i o n  o f  THC.  To 
a c h i e v e  h i g h  a c c u r a c y ,  r a d i o a c t i v e  l a b e l e d  THC w a s  u s e d .  S i n c e  t h e  l e v e l  
o f  r a d i a t i o n  wa s  q u i t e  h i g h ,  c o m p a r a b l e  t e s t s  c a n n o t  be  p e r f o r m e d  on 
h u m a n s . H o w e v e r ,  t h i s  e x p e r i m e n t  i n v o l v e s  b a s i c  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  p r o c e s s e s ,  
a n d  s o  i t s  r e s u l t s  s h o u l d  a p p l y  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t o  ma n .

T h e  l i p o p h i l i c  THC m o l e c u l e s  a r e  v e r y  s t i c k y .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  THC i s  
v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  m e a s u r e  q u a n t i t a t i v e l y ,  b e c a u s e  i t  s t i c k s  t o  t h e  s i d e s  
c f  t e s t  t u b e s  a n d  o t h e r  e q u i p m e n t . .
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F i g u r e  1 s h o w s  a m o d e l  o f  THC s t o r a g e  i n  t h e  b o d y ,  w h i c h  I d e r i v e d  
f r o m  t h e  G a r r e t t  a n d  H u n t  d a t a .  T h e  m o d e l  i s  i m p l i e d  i n  t h e i r  r e s u l t s ,  
b u t  a s i g n i f i c a n t  a m o u n t  o f  t h e o r e t i c a l  a n d  c o m p u t e r  a n a l y s i s  ( R e f .  [ 2 ] )  
wa s  r e q u i r e d  t o  c a l c u l a t e  t h e  m o d e l  p a r a m e t e r s .  As a p a r e n t ,  I w a n t e d  
p r e c i s e  d r u g  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a n d  s o  I a p p l i e d  my e n g i n e e r i n g  t r a i n i n g  t o  t h e  
p r o b l e m .

As s h o wn  i n  F i g .  1 ,  THC l e a v e s  t h e  b l o o d  i n  f i v e  d i f f e r e n t  w a y s :  i t  
i s  m e t a b o l i z e d  i n t o  o t h e r  c h e m i c a l s  ( c a l l e d  " m e t a b o l i t e s " )  a s  i t  p a s s e s  
t h r o u g h  t h e  l i v e r ;  a n d  i t  i s  s t o r e d  i n  f o u r  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  o f  
" c o m p a r t m e n t s " ,  w h i c h  a c t  l i k e  t i m e - r e l e a s e  c a p s u l e s ,  f e e d i n g  t h e  THC 
b a c k  i n t o  t h e  b l o o d  a t  d i f f e r e n t  r a t e s .  T h e s e  f o u r  s t o r a g e  c o m p a r t m e n t s  
a r e  d i f f e r e n t  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  p r o c e s s e s ,  w h i c h  p r o v i d e  f a s t ,  m e d i u m ,  s l o w ,  
a n d  v e r y - s l o w  s t o r a g e  o f  THC.

T h e  v e r y - s l o w  s t o r a g e  i s  d u e  t o  a b s o r p t i o n  o f  THC ‘i n t o  t h e  f a t  
t i s s u e s  o f  t h e  b o d y ,  b u t  t h e  t h r e e  o t h e r  s t o r a g e  p r o c e s s e s  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  
i d e n t i f i e d .  S i n c e  THC m o l e c u l e s  a r e  v e r y  s t i c k y ,  o n e  o f  t h e  s t o r a g e  
p r o c e s s e s  may  be  d u e  t o  s t i c k i n g  o f  THC m o l e c u l e s  t o  t h e  s i d e s  o f  b l o o d  
v e s s e l s .

T h e  m e t a b o l i z e d  THC i s  e v e n t u a l l y  e x c r e t e d  f r o m  t h e  b o d y ,  b u t  
u n m e t a b o l i z e d  THC i s  n o t .  A c o m p l e x  a r r a y  o f  d i f f e r e n t  m e t a b o l i t e s  o f  THC 
i s  f o r m e d  i n  t h e  b o d y ,  a n d  t h e r e  may be  s e v e r a l  p a r a l l e l  p a t h s ,  i n v o l v i n g  
d i f f e r e n t  c h e m i c a l  r e a c t i o n s ,  b e t w e e n  THC m e t a b o l i z a t i o n  a n d  e x c r e t i o n .

T h e  r a t e  o f  c o n v e r s i o n  o f  THC i n  t h e  b l o o d  t o  m e t a b o l i t e s  
c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  a h a l f  l i f e  o f  6 . 7  m i n u t e s .  H e n c e  i f  THC r e m a i n e d  i n  t h e  
b l o o d ,  t h e  THC i n  t h e  b o d y  w o u l d  d r o p  t o  h a l f  e v e r y  6 . 7  m i n u t e s .  H o w e v e r ,  
THC i s  m e t a b o l i z e d  mu c h  m o r e  s l o w l y  t h a n  t h i s ,  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  r e m o v e d  f r o m  
t h e  b l o o d  a n d  s e q u e s t e r e d  i n  t h e  f o u r  c o m p a r t m e n t s .

T h e  n u m b e r s  i n  F i g .  1 g i v e  t h e  r e l a t i v e  r a t e s  o f  THC t r a n s f e r  i n t o ,  
a n d  o u t  o f ,  t h e  s t o r a g e  c o m p a r t m e n t s .  T h e s e  a r e  n o r m a l i z e d  i n  t e r m s  o f  
t h e  r a t e  a t  w h i c h  THC i s  c o n v e r t e d  to,  m e t a b o l i t e s  ( s h o w n  a s  1 . 0  i n  t h e  
f i g u r e ) .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  a r r o w  l e a d i n g  f r o m  t h e  b l o o d  t o  t h e  m e d i u m  
s t o r a g e  c o m p a r t m e n t  ( 2 )  h a s  a r a t e  p a r a m e t e r  o f  2 . 1 .  T h i s  mea s t h a t  t h e  
THC m o l e c u l e s  f l o w  i n t o  t h i s  c o m p a r t m e n t  2 . 1  t i m e s  f a s t e r  t h a n  t h e y  a r e  
m e t a b o l i z e d  by  t h e  l i v e r .

T h e  r a t e  o f  THC f l o w  i n t o  a c o m p a r t m e n t  i s  p r o p o r t i o n a l  t o  t h e  
a m o u n t  o f  THC i n  t h e  b l o o d .  T h e  r a t e  o f  THC f l o w  f r o m  a c o m p a r t m e n t  b a c k  
i n t o  t h e  b l o o d  i s  p r o p o r t i o n a l  t o  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  THC i n  t h e  c o m p a r t m e n t .
F o r  t h e  m e d i u m  s t o r a g e  c o m p a r t m e n t  ( 2 ) ,  t h e  r a t e  p a r a m e t e r  2 . 1  f o r  f l o w  
i n t o  t h e  c o m p a r t m e n t  i s  10 t i m e s  t h e  r a t e  p a r a m e t e r  0 . 2 1  f o r  f l o w  b a c k
i n t o  t h e  b l o o d .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  THC i n  t h i s  c o m p a r t m e n t  e v e n t u a l l y  r e a c h e s
a s t e a d y  l e v e l  t h a t  i s  10 t i m e s  t h e  THC i n  t h e  b l o o d .  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  THC 
f l o w s  b a c k  i n t o  t h e  b l o o d  a t  t h e  s a me  r a t e  t h a t  i t  f l o w s  i n t o  t h e  
c o m p a r t m e n t .

F i g u r e  2 s h o w s  how t h e  THC i n  t h e  b l o o d  v a r i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  
t h r e e  h o u r s  a f t e r  a n  i n j e c t i o n .  C u r v e  ( 1 )  i s  t h e  r e s p o n s e  ( t o  30 m i n u t e s )  
r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  m i n u t e  s c a l e ,  a n d  c u r v e  ( 2 )  i s  t h e  r e s p o n s e  ( t o  3 h o u r s )
r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  h o u r  s c a l e .

As  s h o wn  b y  c u r v e  ( 1 ) ,  i n i t i a l l y  THC i n  t h e  b l o o d  d e c r e a s e s  v e r y
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r a p i d l y .  I t  dr ops to 50? in one minut e ,  and to 10? in 5 minut es .  Dur ing 
t h i s  i n i t i a l  t r a n s i e n t ,  15? o f  the THC l e a v i ng  the b l ood i s  me t abo l i z ed ,  
and the o t he r  85? i s  s eques t e r ed in the f o u r  s t o r age  compar tment s .  The 
compar tments soon begin to f eed a pp r e c i a b l e  amounts o f  THC back i n t o  the 
b l ood ,  and so the r a t e  o f  THC decay dec r e a s e s .  THC in the b l ood drops to 
5? in 12 minut es ,  but  t akes  n e a r l y  2 hour s to r each 1?.

A f t e r  1 day,  the pr ocess  e n t e r s  the " t e rmi n a l  phase" ,  in which the 
f a s t ,  medium, and s l ow compar tments are n e a r l y  a t  s t e a d y - s t a t e  
c o n d i t i o n s ,  and THC in the b l ood i s  c o n t r o l l e d  by the s l ow r e t u r n  o f  THC 
f rom the v e r y - s l ow s t o r age  compar tment  ( 4 ) ,  which i s  the body f a t .  The 
f l ow r a t e  f rom the f a t  i s  equal  to the THC s t o r ed  in the f a t  mu l t i p l i e d  
by the r a t e  parameter  0 . 0 0 0 9 .  In the t e rmi na l  phase,  t h i s  f l ow r a t e  i s  
equal  to the r a t e  a t  which THC i s  me t abo l i z e d ,  p l us  the r a t e  a t  which THC 
f l ows  back i n t o  the f a t .  Hence,  i t  i s  equal  to ( 1 . 0  + 0 . 5 5 )  t imes the 
amount o f  THC in the b l ood .  Thi s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  the r a t i o  o f  THC s t o r ed 
in the f a t ,  to THC in the b l o od ,  i s  equal  to

Ra t i o  = ( 1 . 0 0  + 0 . 5 5 ) / 0 . 0 0 0 9  = 1700
Thus,  dur i ng the t e rmi na l  phase,  t he r e  i s  1700 t imes as much THC in the 
f a t  as i s  c a r r i e d  in the b l ood .

Si nce the f a t - t o - b l o o d  r a t e  par ameter  i s  0 . 0 0 0 9 ,  the h a l f  l i f e  
co r r e spond i ng  to the r e l e a s e  o f  THC f rom f a t  to b l ood i s

F a t - t o - B l o o d  H a l f - L i f e  = ( 6 . 7  m i n ) / 0 . 0 0 0 9  = 5 . 17  days
Remember t ha t  the me t a b o l i z a t i o n  h a l f  l i f e  i s  6 . 7  minut es ,  which 
co r r esponds  to a r a t e  par ameter  o f  u n i t y .  As THC i s  r e l e a s ed  f rom f a t  to 
b l ood ,  0 . 55  nanogram i s  r eabso r bed  back i n t o  the f a t  f o r  eve r y  1 . 0  
nanogram t ha t  i s  me t abo l i z ed .  Hence the h a l f  l i f e  f o r  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  THC 
i s  1 . 5 5  t imes g r e a t e r  than t h i s  f a t - t o - b l o o d  h a l f  l i f e ,  and so i s

E l i m i n a t i o n  H a l f - L i f e  = 1 * 5 5 ( 5 : 1 7  days )  = 8 . 0  days
Thi s  shows t ha t  i t  t akes  8 days f o r  the THC in the f a t  to decay to 1 / 2 ,
16 days to decay to 1 / 4 ,  24 days to 1 / 8 ,  e t c .

Re l a t ed  to the " h a l f - l i f e " ,  t he r e  i s  ano t he r  us e f u l  par amet er  c a l l e d  
the " t ime c o n s t a n t " ,  de f i ned as 1 . 44  t imes the h a l f  l i f e .  The t ime 
cons t an t  f o r  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  THC f rom the f a t  i s

Time Cons t ant  = 1 . 4 4 ( 8 . 0  days )  = 1 1 . 5  days
When a per son smokes mar i j uana  r e g u l a r l y ,  the THC c o n t r i b u t i o n s  f rom
succes s i ve  mar i j uana  j o i n t s  accumul at e i n the f a t .  The THC s t o r ed  in the
f a t  reaches;  a s t eady l e v e l  e qu i v a l e n t  to the number o f  mar i j uana  j o i n t s  
smoked dur i ng an 1 1 . 5 - da y  t ime c ons t an t .  For  exampl e ,  a per son smoking 
one j o i n t  o f  mar i j uana per  day c a r r i e s  i n h i s  f a t  a s t eady THC l e v e l  
e q u i v a l e n t  to 11 . 5  j o i n t s  o f  ma r i j uana .

The f r a c t i o n  o f  the THC en t e r i ng  the body t ha t  i s  absorbed i n t o  the 
f a t  i s  app r ox ima t e l y  equal  to

0 . 5 5 / ( 1 . 0 0  + 0 . 5 5 )  = 0 . 3 5

3



The quan t i t y  0 . 5 5  i s  the r a t e  par ameter  f o r  f l ow i n t o  the f a t ,  and 1 . 00  
i s  the r a t e  par ameter  f o r  me t a b o l i z a t i o n .  Thus,  35? o f  the THC t ha t  
en t e r s  the body i s  absorbed i n t o  the f a t .

In the t e rmi na l  phase,  t he r e  i s  1700 t imes as much THC in the f a t  as 
i r. the b l o od ,  and so the f r a c t i o n  o f  the THC f rom one mar i j uana  j o i n t  
c a r r i e d  in the b l ood i s

0 . 3 5 / 1 7 0 0  = 0 . 0 0 0 2 0 6  = 0 . 0 2 0 6 ?
I f  a per son smokes one j o i n t  per  day,  the THC accumul at ed i n h i s  f a t  i s
e qu i v a l e n t  to 1 1 . 5  j o i n t s .  Hence,  the s t eady l e v e l  o f  THC in hi s  b l o od ,
due to r e l e a s e  o f  THC f rom the f a t ,  i s  1 1 . 5  t imes 0 . 0 2 0 6 ? ,  which i s

St eady THC Bl ood Leve l  = 1 1 . 5 ( 0 . 0 2 0 6 ? )  = 0 . 2 4 ?
Thi s  i n d i c a t e s  t ha t  a per son who r e g u l a r l y  smokes one ma r i j uana  

j o i n t  per  day c a r r i e s  a c on t i nua l  THC l e v e l  in hi s  b l ood equal  to 0 . 2 4 ?  
( o r  about  1/4 o f  1?)  o f  the THC absorbed f rom a s i ng l e  j o i n t .  Thi s  might  
seem qu i t e  sma l l .  However ,  as we w i l l  see ,  i t  i s  enough to produce 
app r e c i a b l e  s eda t i on  —  seda t i on  t ha t  occur s  c o n t i n u a l l y .
The B l o od - B r a i n  B a r r i e r

The b r a i n  i s  i s o l a t e d  f rom the main b l ood suppl y  by the b l o o d - b r a i n  
b a r r i e r .  Thi s  i s  a p r o t e c t i v e  s i e v e ,  made o f  c a p i l i a r y  wa l l s  and c e l l  
membranes,  which he l ps  to p r o t e c t  the b r a i n  f r om t o x i c  subs t ances .  The 
l i p o p h i l i c  THC mo l ecu l es  tend to s t i c k  to the b l o o d - b r a i n  b a r r i e r .  Hence 
t h i s  s i eve  g r e a t l y  r educes  the amount o f  THC t h a t  e n t e r s  the b r a i n  by 
s l owing the f l ow o f  THC mo l e cu l e s .

F i gur e  3 g i ves  data f rom t e s t s  made by Lemburger ,  e t .  a l .  ( R e f .
[ 3 ] ) ,  f o l l ow i n g  an i n j e c t i o n  o f  THC. The l ower  p l o t  shows the he a r t  r a t e ,  
and the upper two p l o t s  show r e s u l t s  f r om p s y cho l o g i c a l  t e s t s .  Each po i n t  
i s  the mean va l ue  ob t a i ned f rom, s i x  . sub j ec t s .

The hea r t  r a t e  changes ve r y  qu i c k l y  a f t e r  the THC i n j e c t i o n ,  but  the 
upper p l o t s  i n d i c a t e  a l ag o f  about  15 minut es  b e f o r e  f u l l  p s y cho l o g i c a l  
symptoms ar e  expe r i enced .  Thi s  de l a y  i s  caused by the b l o o d - b r a i n  
b a r r i e r ,  which s l ows the f l ow o f  s t i c k y  THC mo l ecu l e s  to the b r a i n .
F i gur e  2 shows t ha t  a t  15 minutes  ( p o i n t  A) the THC in the b l ood i s  4 . 2 ?  
o f  the i n j e c t e d  dose.

The ps y cho l o g i c a l  r e s pons e s  in F i g .  3 s t ay  c l o s e  to raximum u n t i l  45 
minutes a f t e r  the i n j e c t i o n .  At 45 minut es ,  F i g .  2 shows ( p o i n t  B) a THC 
bl ood l e v e l  o f  1 . 9 ? .  At 2 hour s ,  the p s y cho l o g i c a l  measures o f  "hi gh"  and 
"symptom sco r e "  in F i g .  3 a r e  ai i out  50? o f  the maximum v a l u e s .  At t h a t  
t ime,  F i g .  2 shows ( p o i n t  C) a THC bl ood l e v e l  somewhat l e s s  than 1?.

Si nce the b l o o d - b r a i n  b a r r i e r  s l ows the t r a n s f e r  o f  THC to the 
b r a i n ,  the THC c onc en t r a t i o n  in the b r a i n  b l ood i s  much l e s s  than in the 
hea r t  b l ood dur i ng the e a r l y  pa " t  o f  the t r a n s i e n t .  However ,  as t ime
passes ,  the r a t e  o f  change o f  THC in the b l ood dec r e a s e s ,  and so the
e f f e c t  o f  the b l o o d - b r a i n  b a r r i e r  d imi n i s he s .  E v e n t u a l l y ,  e q u i l i b r i um 
shoul d e x i s t  ac r o s s  the b a r r i e r ,  and the THC c onc e n t r a t i o n  in the b r a i n  
b l ood shoul d be app r o x ima t e l y  equal  to t ha t  in the hea r t  b l o od .
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In the t e rmi na l  phase,  the b l ood-br a i i n b a r r i e r  shoul d have 
e s s e n t i a l l y  no e f f e c t  on the THC bl ood c oncen t r a t i o n  in the b r a i n .  How 
much e f f e c t  t h i s  b a r r i e r  has a t  ?. hours i s  not  c l e a r .  However ,  l e t  us 
assume c o n s e r v a t i v e l y  t ha t  the b l o o d - b r a i n  b a r r i e r  i s  a l s o  in e qu i l i b r i um 
a t  t ha t  t ime ,  so t ha t  THC concen t r a t i o n  in the b r a i n  bl ood i s  the same as 
in the hea r t  b l ood .

With t h i s  as sumpt i on ,  we concl ude t ha t  a b r a i n - b l o o d  THC l e v e i  o f  1% 
produces 50? o f  maximum "h i gh" .  Thi s i s  on l y  4 t imes g r e a t e r  than the 
st eady THC bl ood l e v e l ,  1/4 o f  1%, in the b r a i n  o f  an i n d i v i du a l  who 
smokes one mar i j uana  j o i n t  per  day.  Th e r e f o r e ,  t h i s  s t eady THC l e v e l  
shoul d be s u f f i c i e n t  to produce a pp r e c i ab l e  s eda t i o n ,  keeping the d a i l y  
mar i j uana  smoker in a c o n t i n u a l l y  numbed s t a t e .
S t o r age  o f  THC i n the Br a i n

The b r a i n  weighs about  3 l b s ,  and 1/3 o f  t h i s  i s  f a t  t i s s u e .  Hence,  
a s i g n i f i c a n t  a m o u n t  o f  the THC seques t e r ed in the f a t  i s  s t o r ed  d i r e c t l y  
in the b r a i n .  Si nce the b l o o d - b r a i n  b a r r i e r  s t r o n g l y  l i m i t s  the f l ow o f  
THC i n t o  the b r a i n ,  the THC concen t r a t i o n  in b r a i n  f a t  i s  l ower  than in 
gene r a l  body f a t .  But how much l ower?

The s l ow s t o r age  compar tment  ( 3 )  r e l e a s e s  THC so s l owl y  i t  shoul d 
pass e s s e n t i a l l y  unimpeded thr ough the b l o o d - b r a i n  b a r r i e r .  In Fi gur e  1,  
the r a t e  par amet er  f o r  r e l e a s e  o f  THC f rom compar tment  ( 3 )  i s  0 . 0 1 7 .  Thi s  
co r r e sponds  to a h a l f  l i f e  o f  ( 6 . 7  m i n ) / 0 . 0 1 7 ,  which i s  6 . 6  hour s .  For 
t h i s  h a l f  l i f e ,  the THC l e v e l  drops on l y  10% per hour .

I t  can be shown t ha t  the peak THC l e v e l  in compar tment  ( 3 )  i s  39% o f  
the i n j e c t e d  THC. When t h i s  THC i s  r e l e a s ed  i n t o  the b l ood ,  35% o f  i t  i s  
s t o r ed  in the f a t .  Hence,  the THC in the f a t  t h a t  comes f rom compar tment  
(3) is

0 . 3 9 ( 3 5%)  = 14%
The t o t a l  THC in trie f a t  i s  35% o f  the i n j e c t e d  dose.  The r a t i o  ?.4%/35% 
i s  equal  to 0 . 4 0 .  Hence,  40% o f  the THC s t o r ed  in the f a t  comes f rom the 
sl ow s t o r age  compar tment ,  r e l e a s e d  so s l owl y  i t  passes unimpeded through 
the b l o o d - b r a  in b a r r i e r .

As THC i s  r e l e a s ed  f rom the f a t  to the b l o od ,  35% o f  i t  i s  r e cyc l ed  
back i n t o  the f a t .  Consequent l y ,  35% o f  the s t eady THC l e v e l  in the f a t  
o f  a r e g u l a r  mar i j uana smoker i s  r e c yc l ed  THC, which en t e r s  the f a t  so 
s l owl y  i t  i s  unimpeded by the b l o o d - b r a i n  b a r r i e r .  Of the r emaini ng 65%, 
which e n t e r s  the f a t  d i r e c t l y ,  40% comes f rom compar tment  ( 3 ) ,  and on l y  
60% a r r i v e s  a t  a f a s t  r a t e .  Hence,  the f r a c t i o n  o f  the s t eady THC l e v e l  
in the f a t  t h a t  en t e r s  a t  a f a s t  r a t e  i s

0 . 6 0 ( 6 5%)  = 39%
The r e s t  o f  the s t eady THC l e v e l  ( 61%)  en t e r s  the f a t  so s l owl y  i t  passes 
unimpeded thr ough the b l o o d - b r a i n  b a r r i e r .

Thi s  a n a l y s i s  shows t ha t  the s t eady THC c oncen t r a t i on  in b r a i n  f a t  
t i s s u e  shoul d be a t  l e a s t  61% o f  t ha t  in the gener a l  body f a t .  Th e r e f o r e ,  
an a pp r e c i a b l e  amount o f  THC i s  s t o r ed in the b r a i n  o f  a r e gu l a r
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m a r i j u a n a  s m o k e r .

What i s  the e f f e c t  o f  THC s t o r ed  in the b r a i n  c e l l s ?  Dr .  Robe r t  C. 
Gi l ke s on  has devoted c o n s i d e r a b l e  r e s e a r ch  to t h i s  i s s u e .  He e x p l a i n s  
t ha t  the membranes o f  nerve c e l l s  a r e  f a t  ( o r  " l i p i d " )  t i s s u e ,  and so ar e 
s i t e s  *or  s t o r age  o f  THC mo l e cu l e s .  The nerve c e l l  membrane i s  c r u c i a l l y  
impo r t an t  because:  ( 1 )  n u t r i e n t s  and waste p r oduc t s  f o r  the c e l l  must 
pass ac r o s s  the c e l l  membrane,  and ( 2 )  t h i s  membrane i s  the pr imar y  
source o f  neur a l  e l e c t r i c a l  a c t i v i t y .  When s t i c k y  THC mo l ecu l e s  are 
s t o r ed  in the nerve c e l l  membrane,  they degrade c e l l  n u t r i t i o n ,  and 
suppress e l e c t r i c a l  a c t i v i t y .

Hence,  one would expec t  t h a t  l o ng - t e rm use o f  mar i j uana  shoul d cause 
s e r i o u s  b r a i n  damage.  That  t h i s  i s  so was demons t r a t ed by expe r iment s  
per f ormed on the monkey by Dr .  Robe r t  Heath and hi s  c o l l e g u e s  a t  Tul ane 
Medical  School  ( Re f .  [ 4 ] ,  pp 7 1 3 - 7 3 0 ) .  C l e a r  and d e t a i l e d  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  
t h i s  work have been gi ven by Peggy Mann in Re f s .  [ 5 ,  6 ] ,

The f o l l ow i n g  expe r iment  was per f o rmed s e v e r a l  t imes .  For  6 months a 
monkey smoked the e q u i v a l e n t  o f  10 to 15 j o i n t s  o f  mar i j uana  per  week,  
us ing monkey- s i zed j o i n t s .  A f t e r  r e c o v e r i ng  f o r  6 months ,  the monkey was 
s a c r i f i c e d  and i t s  b r a i n  c e l l s  were examined under  the e l e c t r o n  
mi c r oscope .  B' a i n  waves were measured f rom probes imbedded deep in the 
s k u l l .  These s i gn a l s  became s e v e r e l y  d i s t o r t e d  a f t e r  2 months o f  smoking,  
and remained d i s t o r t e d  6 months a f t e r  smoking had s t opped.

The b r a i n  c e l l s  showed sever e  damage,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t hose in a deep 
pa r t  o f  the b r a i n  c a l l e d  the l imb i c  system,  which i s  the c en t e r  o f  
mo t i v a t i o n .  For  exampl e ,  ove r  302 o f  the l i mb i c  b r a i n  c e l l  nuc l e i  had 
i n c l u s i o n  bod i e s ,  which ar e  c l o t s  i n the n u c l e i .  In normal  b r a i n s ,  l e s s  
than 0 . 5 2  o f  b r a i n  c e l l  nuc l e i  have i n c l u s i o n  bod i e s .  The i nc i dence  i s  
much hi gher  in o l d  b r a i n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  those o f  s e n i l e  p a t i e n t s ,  but  
even then i s  much l e s s  than was obser ved in the b r a i n s  o f  t hese young 
monkeys.  When the r e s e a r c h e r s  f i r s t  obse r ved the enormous b r a i n - c e l l  
damage,  they were shocked a t  what the*y saw.
Hi s t o r i  cal  Evidence

That  mar i j uana  i s  s t o r ed  in the body,  pr oduci ng c on t i nua l  s eda t i o n ,  
i s  not  a new d i s c o v e r y .  As e xp l a i n ed  by h i s t o r i a n  Franz Lowen t ha l l ,
P r o f e s s o r  o f  Near Eas t e r n L i t e r a t u r e  a t  Ya l e  U n i v e r s i t y  ( R e f .  [ 4 ] ,  pp.
7 3 9 - 7 4 5 ) ,  ma r i j uana  i s  an o l d  probl em to Arab s o c i e t y .  The Arabs have 
s t r ugg l ed  f o r  c e n t u r i e s  a g a i n s t  the d e v a s t a t i ng  e f f e c t s  o f  mar i j uana  ( o r  
in t h e i r  words " h a s h i s h " ) .  A t h i r t e e n t h  cen t u r y  r e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r ,  Shei kh 
Al i  a l - H a r i r i ,  gave the f o l l ow i n g  adv i ce :

"He has to gi ve i t  up f o r  f o r t y  days ,  u n t i l  hi s  body i s  f r e e  f rom
i t ,  and f o r t y  more days u- i l  he has r e s t t  ! f rom i t  a f t e r  becoming
f r e e . "

Thi s conc l us i on  by Shei kh a l - H a r i r i ,  made 700 y e a r s  ago,  i s  r emar kab l y  
c o n s i s t e n t  wi th our  THC model .

What was obv i ous  to Shei kh a l - H a r i r i  shoul d a l s o  be obv i ous  to 
peopl e t oday .  Why have we not  drawn the same conc l u s i on ?  Maybe we don ' t  
want to know the t r u t h .
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FIGURE 1: MODEL OF THC STORAGE IN THE BODY
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FIGURE 2 :  VARIATION OF THC BLOOD LEVEL WITH TIME
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FIGURE 3 :  EFFECT OF THC INJECTION ON HEART RATE 
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