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he drug-rclaiec! deams o: young anu 
prorating athletes focuses attention on a

X major problem in the Untied States. To 
stem the tide of illicit drop use. people 

are ca'img for greater law enforcement, the use of 
drug testing and more educational programs. Vet 

none of those actions gets to the heart of the mat­
te '.

The real issue is the inappropriate use of all 
drugs by each of us. Our national drug problem is 
not just the free-basing of cocaine, excessive use 
of alcohol or the misuse of prescription drugs. It 
is our casual attitude toward aU the drugs we 
Lake and our lack of appreciation of ihcir potency 
and toxicity. It is our unwillingness to under­
stand that many chemicals are actually drugs, 
and our willingness to put those chemicals into 
our bodies unnecessarily.

The tonnage of chemical compounds that this 
nation swallows, injects, inserts or inhales into its 
collective body each year is astronomical. We’re so 
casual about the use of drugs that we don’t even 
consider alcohol, nicotine, aspirin, caffeine and the 
theobromine in chocolate to be drugs.

The crucial factor in all of this is attitude. We 
must adopt a new national philosophy toward 
appropriate drug use. We must minimize usage, 
limit the effects of the so-called social or cultural 
drugs and use prescription drugs in a cost-con­
scious and therapeutically effective manner.

Making such changes in our heterogenous so­
ciety wil' be difficult; cynics might say impossi­
ble. But 1 am not a cynic. The current antismok­
ing campaigns nave shown that massive change 
can happen.

Alcohol use can’t be effectively banned; that 
was tried and failed 60 years ago. However, 
while each individual should continue to have the 
right to use alcohol (ana tobacco), that use 
should not impact negatively on other persons.

While the sale of alcoholic beverages should con­
tinue, penalties for drunk driving should be severe. 
The efforts of Mothers Against Drunk Driving 
(MADD) and similar groups should be supported. 
The use of the breathalyzer test should be required 
when erratic behavior is seen. The effect of alcohol 
on job performance should be clearly identified and 
treatment p: grams made easily accessible and 
requmed for abusers. Repeat offenders should face 
disciplinary action.

Serious consideration should be given to the 
further decriminalization or ^.ven legalization of 
marijuana. Legal control of marijuana is almost 
impossible, and our limi.ed resources should be 
directed to the control of the more toxic illicit 
substances. While there have been claims that 
the use of marijuana leads to the use of more 
potent oubstances, that has not been substanti­
ated. Just as in the case of alcohol, the individ­
ual’s right of use in private should be allowed, 
but drug-related public actions, such as impaired 
driving, severely penalized.

Increased taxes on social drugs—alcohol, tobac­
co and marijuana—would directly support an ex­
panded National Institute of Drug Abuse (NIPA).

Over-the-counter drugs are generally consid­
ered by the public to be non-drugs, an idea rein­
forced by their relative safety and accessibility. Yet 
each drug does cause side effects, some serious. 
Many interact negatively with oilier drugs.

continues " s  e f t 'r ls  to reiv.asu cvc;-.:.,. .1. p;..- 
scription d:ugs to the OTC market

Prescription drugs arc a major pa: of • 
lives. When we visit a physician, we expect ;s 
receive a magical piece of paper called a pre­
scription. We must ienrn to accept that there are 
times when drug treatment is inappropriate.

As for illegal drugs, we cannot afford, either 
financially or philosophically, to create the kind 
of enforcement envelope around this country 
that would be requir d to block the flow. There­
fore. if the supply can’t be substantially reduced, 
we must.work to reduce the demand.

Why do people take illegal drugs? The reasons 
are numerous and complex. Some include the

S e r i o u s  c c r u s i d e r a t i o n  s h o u l d  

b e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  f u r t h e r  

d e c r i m n i a l i z a t i o n  o r  e v e n  

l e g a l i z a t i o n  o f  m a r i j u a n a .  

O u r  l i m i t e d  r e s o u r c e s  s h o u l d  

b e  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  

t h e  m o r e  t o x i c  i l l i c i t  

s u b s t a n c e s .

need to isolate oneself mentally from poor living 
conditions; the thrill of the risks involved; the 
affluence of American society and the great in­
crease in leisure time; peer pressure; and the 
la^k of knowledge of toxic effects. .

One of the most obvious ways of combating 
illicit drug use among the poor is simple, albeit 
expensive and complicated: their environment 
must be changed. This means better housing, 
jobs, education and other activities that help 
build self-esteem, especially among our young 
people. There is no higher priority.

Stopping the use of cocaine and other illicit 
drugs by the affluent will require them to change 
their attitude. They must be educated to under­
stand that these drugs are nbt without toxicity, 
and that each user contributes to the support of a 
terrifying underground drug distribution system 
that will ultimately, if unchecked, destroy the 
entire texture of American life.

Admittedly, change is difficult, but until we do, 
cocaine will continue to flow across our border; 
and up the noses of abusers; heroin, another 
"hound of hell” in the Rev. Jesse Jackson’s mem­
orable phrase, will murder our national spirit; 
drunk drivers will kill thousands of innocent per­
sons; and the costs to society for the inappropri­
ate and misuse of over-the-counter and prescrip­
tion drugs will escalate. ■

Dr. W illiam J. K innard Jr. is the dean o f the 
School o f Pharmacy at the University o f 
M aryland at Baltimore.

Second Opinioti is a forum  fo r points o f view on 
health-related topics. Send articles to Second 
Opinion, Health Section, The Washingto~ Post, 
1150 15th St. A'W. Washington. D.C. 20071.
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1 h a v e  e x a m i n e d  th' -  ;* i rj«l t nc?r? r e p o r t e d  •! .u-v- 3 i l .  “ 5 r' and . Ion ••. - ' i i  ’. ‘ 
'■?. o f  t h e  A l a s k a n  r,‘»gj  r.l a t u r e  a nr' h f e  f e ur . d  f  1 owed a no ifl.a I’ - i i r . - n / ' .

H e r o  i s  a p o i n t  b y  p o i n t  r e b u t t a l  o f  t h e  f m d i m s .  B e g i n n i n g  s e r . i o r . e e . '  
n p o s t r o p h i o s  nr-: d i r e c t  qu a* <■-- f r om Mir- b i l 7 ~ .  R e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  Ha t i on a 1 
A c a d e my  o f  S c i e n c e ? :  r e f e r  t o  t h e i r  p u b l i c a t i o n  M a r i h u a n a  and H e a l t h  w h i c h  
r e p o r t ?  t h e i r  1 0 8 2  s t u d y  o f  m a r i j u a n a  r e l a t e d  r e s e a r c h .  7 h a v e  a l s o  e n c l o s e d  
o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s  w h i c h  a r e  p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h e  t * ' p i c  o f  r o c r i m i n a ,  i z a t i o n .

1 )  " THC,  t h e  mi nd a l t e r i n g  i . n c r e d i - n f .  in m a r i j u a n a ,  i s  n o t  s o l u b l e  ; n 
w a t e r ,  b u t  n o o ?  m t o  t h e  f a t t y  t i s s u e s  o f  t h e  b r a i n ,  t e s t i c l e s ,  o v a r i e s ,  and 
o ‘ h e r  i n t e r n a l  o r g a n s ,  and t a k e s  30 d a y s  t o  b e  e l i m i n a t e d  f r o m  t h e  b o d y ; "

 : •     1

m e t a b o l i t e s  s t a y  m  t h e  b o d y  f o r  up t o  30 d a y s ,  n u t  t h e s e  m e t a b o l i t e s  a r e  r. cn-  
p s y c h o a c t i v e .  Any t o x i c o l o g i s t  c a n  c o n f i r m  t h i s .  U r i n e  t e s t i n g  a d v o c a t e s  
e x p l o i t  t h e  c o n f u s i o n  b e t w e e n  THC w h i c h  i s  t h e  a c t i v e  i n g r e d i e n t  and i s  
m e t a b o l i s e d  r e l a t i v e l y  q u i c k l y ,  and i t s  m e t a b o l i t e s  ( c h i e f l y  9 - c a r b o x y - T H C )  
w h i c h  h a v e  no  p s y c h o a c t i v e  e f f e c t  b u t  l i n g e r  i n  t h e  b o d y  f o r  a mont h o r  s o .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  q u o t e  i s  f r o m a r e c e n t  a r t i c l e  by  C h e m i c a l  .<*, E n g i n e e r i n g
Mews ( 6 / 2 / 8 6 ) .  " M a r i j u u n a  i s  t h e  m o s t  c o mmo n l y  a b u s e d  d r u g  and t h e  k i n e t i c s  
o f  i t s  m e t a b o l i s m  h a v e  b e e n  s t u d i e d  e x t e n s i v e l y .  I t  i s  a l s o  an u n u s u a l  dr ug  
i n  t . h a t  i t  c a n  b e  d e t e c t e d  i n  u r i n e  f o r  a l o n g  t i m e .  V e r y  l i t t l e  o f  t h e  
o n c i n a l  d r u g ,  D e l t a - 9 - t e t r a h y d r o c a n n a b i n o l  o r  THC,  g o e s  i n t o  t h e  u r i n e .  T h e '  
c h e m i c a l  i s  a b s o r b e d  f r o m  t h e  b l o o d  i n t o  b o d y  f a t  t i s s u e  w h e r e  i t  i s  
e l i m i n a t e d  a s  i t  i s  s l o w l y  m e t a b o l i z e d .  . . ( m e t a b o l i t e s )  c a n  b e  f o u n d  i n  
u r i n e  f o r  l o n g e r  t h a n  a mont h . . . '

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  q u o t e  i s  f r o m  a C e n t e r  f o r  D i s e a s e  C o n t r o l  MMWR R e p o r t
( 9 / 1 6 / S 3 ) .  " S t u d i e s  i n v o l v i n g  humans i n d i c a t e  t h a t  80% -  90% o f  t h e  t o t a l  
d o s e  o f  D e i t a - 9 - T H C  i s  e x c r e t e d  w i t h i n  5 d a y s  -  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  20% i n  u r i n e  and 
65% m  f e c e s . "

M o s t  e x p e r t s  c l a i m  t h a t  t h e  m e t a b o l i t e s  d i s a p p e a r  1 0  t o  1 4  d a y s  a f t e r  
i n g e s t i o n  i n  m o s t  c a s e s .  U r i n e  t e s t s  d e t e c t  t h e s e  m e t a b o l i t e s ,  w h i c h  i s  why  
t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  t e s t s  t o  i n d i c a t e  
r e c e n t  u s e ,  n o t  i n t o x i c a t i o n  o r  i m p a i r m e n t .  I f  THC r e m a i n e d  i n  t h e  s y s t e m  f o r  
30 d a y s ,  a nd r e m a i n e d  a c t i v e ,  t h e  u r i n e  t e s t s  w o u l d  b e  m a r k e t e d  a s  a w a y  t o  
i n d i c a t e  i m p a i r m e n t .  T h e y  a r e n ' t .

2 )  " t h e  b u i L d u p  o f  THC i n  t h e  b o d y  c a u s e s  t h e  u s e r  t o  s mo k e  mo r e  
m a r i j u a n a  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  d e s i r e d  h i g h  and may r e s u l t  i n  l o s s  o f  s l - ^ e c ,  
a p p e t i t e ,  and i n i t i a t i v e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  m o o d i n e s s  and d e p r e s s i o n ; "

T h e  " b u i l d u p  o f  THC" i s  a c t u a l l y  t o l e r a n c e  t o  t h e  d r u g ,  a p h y s i o l o g i c a l  
r e s p o n s e  humans  and a n i m a l s  h a v e  t o  a n y  d r u g .  I t  o c c u r s  n o t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  
THC b u i l d u p ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  o f  o t h e r  c o m p l e x  b i o l o g i c a l  f a c t o r s .

■
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s y mpt om r a t h e r  t h a n  \ •* i • i ~  *>! n o n t . i l  r r  I l l u s i o n s  in i ' n l l u - . m '  i
•. !0 o f t e n  s u b j e c t i v e  p h o n o - v  : n  i n f l u e n c e d  by  an m i i v :  h n  1 s  n o n ' . i !  sr . V' . e  i n :  

t h e  p o w e r  c f  s u g g e s t i o n .  7 n d i v i  i m l  s  s u c - c o p t  i b l e  t o  l a p s e s  i n  t h e i r  i r r p  
r e a l i t y  w i l l  compound t h e : r  m e n t a l  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  t h e  . : s e  o f  a l c o h o l ,  
m a r i j u a n a ,  o r  o t h e r  d r u g s .

M a r i j u a n a  u s e r s  do nof  h a l l u c i n a t e .  T h e y  ho  e x p e r i e n c e  an a l t e r  a t ; - " -  *1 
t h e i r  s p a c e  p e r c e p t i o n ,  an 1 an a p p a r e n t  e n h a n c e m e n t  o f  c o l o r s .  T h e s e ,  
c o m b i n e d  w i t h  i mpai r me r , '  o f  m o t o r  c o o r d i n a t i o n ,  a r e  r e a s o n s  why  m a r i j u a n a  
s h o u l d  n o t  b e  u s e d  w h i l - -  d r i v i n g  a m o t o r  v e h i c l e .  H o w e v e r ,  t o  c a l l  t h e s e  
e f f e c t s  o f  m a r i j u a n a  " h a l l u c i n a t i o n s "  i s  m i s l e a d i n g  i f  n o t  u n t r u t h f u l .  
I n d i v i d u a l s  who  t a k e  LSD h a l  1 n ~ n a t e .  I n d i v i d u a l s  d e t o x i f y i n g  f r o m  a l c o h o l  
a d d i c t i o n  h a l l u c i n a t e .  H a l l u c i n a t e  me a n s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s e e s  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  
i s n ' t  t h e r e .  M a r i j u a n a  us-’ r c  : o n o t  h a l l u c i n a t e .

T h e  n a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  on Drug A b u s e ' s  p a m p h l e t ,  " M a r i j u a n a " ,  i s  f a r  
f r o m  b e i n g  t h e  b e s t  s o u r c e  o n  m a r i j u a n a ' s  e f f e c t s .  H o w e v e r ,  i t ' s  c l a i m s  a r e  
b a s e d  f a r  mo r e  on a c t u a l  r e s e a r c h  t h a n  p o p u l a r  m y t h s .  I t  m a k e s  no m e n t i o n  o’ 
h a l l u c i n a t i o n s ,  i l l u s i o n s ,  o r  s c h i z o p h r e n i a  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  m a r i j u a n a  u s e .

M a r i j u a n a ' s  p r o m i s e  as  a p a i n  k i l l e r  i s  r e f e r e n c e d  a b o v e .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  
d o s e  r e q u i r e d  t o  r e n d e r  an i n d i v i d u a l  o b l i v i o u s  t o  b o d y  s i g n a l s  s u c h  as  p a i n  
f a r  e x c e e d s  s t a n d a r d  l e v e l s  o f  u s e .  A s u f f i c i e n t  d o s e  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h i s  
w o u l d  a l s o  p u t  t h e  s u b j e c t  t o  s l e e p .  I t  i s  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  t h i s  p r e s e - t s  a n y  
d a n g e r  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  o r  t o  s o c i e t y .

6)  " a l t h o u g h  i t  may t a k e  a h e a v y  c i g a r e t t e  s m o k e r  a s  l o n g  a s  2 0  y e a r s  
t o  d e v e l o p  l u n g  c a n c e r ,  o n e  m a r i j u a n a  c i g a r e t t e  a d a y  may c a u s e  l u n g  c a n c e r  i n  
t h r e e  y e a r s ; "

M a r i j u a n a  i s  u s e d  d a i l y  b y  o v e r  6 m i l l i o n  A m e r i c a n s ,  a c c c  d i n g  t o  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Drug A b u s e .  M a r i j u a n a  h a s  b e e n  a p o p u l a r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  
d r u g  u s e d  b y  a l a r g e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  y o u n g  A m e r i c a n s  s i n c e  1 9 G 5 .  T h e r e  i s  no 
r e c o r d  o f  c a s e  h i s t o r i e s  t o  d o c u m e n t  t h i s  f i n d i n g .  I f  t h i s  f i n d i n g  w e r e  t r u e ,  
we  w o u l d  h a v e  m i l l i o n s  o f  c a s e  h i s t o r i e s  o f  y o u n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  l u n g  c a n c e r  
f r o m  m a r i j u a n a  u s e .  T h e  c a s e  h i s t o r i e s  d o n ' t  e x i s t  b e c a u s e  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  i s  
f a l s e .

The- N a t i o n a l  Academy o f  S c i e n c e s  d e c i d e d  t h a t  m a r i j u a n a  s m o k i n o  and 
t o b a c c o  s m o k i n g  c a n  n o t  b e  c o m p a r e d  b e c a u s e  t h e  m e t h o d s  o f  m g e s t i o r. d i f f e r  s c  
g r e a t l y .  M a r i j u a n a  s m o k e r s  s mo k e  f a r  m a t e r i a l s  a d a y  t h a n  t o b a c c o
s m o k e r s  ( u p  t o  2 c i g a r e t t e s  a d a y  c o m p a r e ;  t o  2 "  -  *50) ,  b u t  t h e v  i n h a l e  t h e  
s mo k e  f a r  d e e p e r  i n t o  t h e  l u n g s .  Or. t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  many m a r i j u a n a  s m o k e r s  
u s e  a w a t e r p i p e  ( o r  " b o n g " )  w h i c h  f i l t e r s  o u t  ma ny ,  b u t  n o t  a l l ,  o f  t h e  t a r s  
t h a t  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  l u n g  c a n c e r .

C l a i m s  t h a t  m a r i j u a n a  i s  mor e  c a r c i n o g e n i c  t h a n  t o b a c c o  a r e  c o m p e l l e d  b y  
a l o g i c  t h a t  d i c t a t e s  t h a t  b e c a u s e  m a r i j u a n a  i s  i l l e g a l  ( e x c e p t  i n  A l a s k a )  i t  
h a s  t o  b e  mo r e  d a n g e r o u s  t h a n  t o b a c c o  ( o r  i n  o t h e r  c a s e s ,  t h a n  a l c o h o l ) .  The  
• c l a i m s  a r e  b a s e d  o n  t h e  u n d i s p u t e d  f a c t  t h a t  m a r i i u a n a  c o n t a i n s  mo r e  t a r  t h a n  
t o b a c c o ,  b u t  i g n o r e  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  i n g e s t i o n  a nd  d o s a g e  t h a t  make  
c o m p a r i s o n s  i n a c c u r a t e .  M a r i j u a n a  s m o k e  i s  b a d  f o r  t h e  l u n g s ,  i t  d o e s



tr.  M.c f >rm.it vs :  <~\ r n n  and T i ~  >•.<- .r>.: • , ;v, •
v »  v :  ’ . :>.*■; i t n  o f  r  > ne  s  f u-? i - ’ P * . •  ; -i i s  '' •. •••. - *
( ...... .1 . -,f • in mi-)r i  j i j i n  u s e .

Mon- t h e !  er -s ,  i t .  i u  . rot  t r u s  t h - v .  a m a r i j u a n a  c j c - j r  - - t o  a . i l y  f-.v t h  
••■•Mr:- \-j I j caus**  l u n o  c a n c e r .  T o f  f m y  own l u m p  an ': c o n t i n u e d  h e a l t h  i r- 
o r  o - f .

" T H f  3f  f e e l s  e g g s ,  s p e r . n ,  s e x u a l  M o r m o m n ,  am: “ h e  d e v e l  j p m e n t  o f  
‘  • . us ,  a m  m a r i j u a n a  u s e  may r e s u l t  i n  d e f o r m e d  o r  r e d  o r f s p r i n g  ■ "

r : . ‘ » r e  a r e  mo d o c u m e n t e d  c a s e s  o f  m a r i j u a n a  u s *  c a u s i n g  a g e n e t i c  
• ' • - formi  t y . I  c h a l l e n g e  a n y o n e  t o  p r o v i d e  o n e .

7n A n r i  I ,  1 5 3 4  Rai ch,  H. ng o or .  d e l i v e r e d  a p a p e r  a - ’ JORML c o n f e r e n c e  r 
" * f  f  •’ ■ ' f f  o f  M a r i j u a n a  * J m  on P r e g n a n t  Wo me n " . 7 r .  di r .  i s o n ’ s  c o n c l u s i o n  wa s
• . a*  m a r i j u a n a  u s e  d u r i n g  p r e g n a n c y  may r e s u l t  i n  a s - a l i e r  b i r t . n  w e i g h t  f o r  
* h «  f e f ’. s ,  b u t  i n  an a l l o w a b l e  r a n g e  < s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  s m a l l e r  b i r t h  w e i c h t  f o  
n a m e s  f r o m  n i c o t i n e  o r  a l c o h o l  u s i n g  m o t h e r s .  ) h’CP.Xl h a s  b e e n  p u b l i c i s i n g  
t h i s  s i n c e  1 9 8 4 .  We r e g u l a r l y  h e a r ,  t h o u g h ,  f r o m m o t h e r s  who  u s e d  m a r i j u a n a  
d u r i n c  p r e g n a n c y  who d e l i v e r e d  b a b i e s  o f  n o r m a l  w e i g h t .

l a b o r a t o r y  t e s t s  h a v e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  u n d e r  some c o n d i t i o n s ,  l a r g e  d o s e  
r f  " l : C a f f e c t  t h e  e g g s ,  s p e r m ,  and s e x u a l  h o r m o n e s  o f  r a t s  and o t h e r  a n i m a l s  
7h*»ra i s  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  THC i n h i b i t s  s p e r m  m o b i l i t y .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  

j c a m  on f e r t i l i t y  s e e m  t o  b e  n e g l i g i b l e  -  a s  m i l l i o n s  o f  m a r i j u a n a  
s - o k i n c  p a r e n t s  w i l l  a t t e s t  t o .

T h e  M a t i o n a l  Ac a d e my  o f  S c i e n c e s  r e p o r t  a f f i r m e d  t h a t  m a r i j u a n a  u s e  ha 
no  e f f e c t  o n  c h r o m o s o m e s  o r  f e r t i l i t y .

3  " o t h e r  p h y s i c a l  r e a c t i o n s  t o  m a r i j u a n a  i n c l u d e  i r r e v e r s i b l e  c h a n g e  
i n  t h e  b r a i n ,  s i n u s i t i s ,  p h a r y n g i t i s ,  b r o n c h i t i s ,  e mp h y s e m a ,  i n c r e a s e d  h e a r t  
r a t e ,  and d e c r e a s e d  b l o o d  c i r c u l a t i o n ; "

M a r i j u a n a  u s e  d o e s  n o t  c a u s e  b r a i n  d a m a g e .  MICA r e c e n t l y  a n n o u n c e d  
p r o o f  t h a t  i t  d o e s .  My o f f i c e  c o n t a c t e d  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r .  H i s  d a t a  a c t u a l l y  
s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  a d o e s  o f  ?0 m a r i j u a n a  c i g a r e t t e s  a d a y  f o r  30 y e a r s  w o u l d  no 
r e u s e  b r a i n  d a m a g e .  What  MICA b a s e d  t h e i r  c o mme n t s  on w a s  h i s  f i n d i n g  t h a t  

m a r i j u a n a  c i g a r e t t e s  f o r  30 y e a r s  w o u l d  c a u s e  s l i g h t  p r e m a t u r e  s e n i l i a .  
An i n d i v i d u a l  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  s m o k e  a m a r i j u a n a  c i g a r e t t e  e v e r y  3  m i n u t e s  f o r  
h o u r s  a d a y ,  f o r  t h i r t y  y e a r s ,  t o  s u f f e r  a n y  b r a i n  da ma g e  -  i f  t h i s  s t u d y  i s  
■ m  ~ u s : v e . T h e  e n c l o s e d  MOP. Mb p r e s s  r e l e a s e  c i t e d  a b f - e  r e :  m a r i ' u a r . a  
: ' V . e o c y  c o n t a i n s  mor e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h i s  s t u d y .

S m o k i n g  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  l u n g  and s i n u s  p r o b l e m s ,  and m a r i j u a n a  s m o k i n g  
n o  d i f f e r e n t .  M a r i j u a n a  d o e s  i n c r e a s e  t h e  h e a r t  r a t e  a n d / o r  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e  
s o me  i n d i v i d u a l s ;  NORML c a u t i o n s  a g a i n s t  m a r i j u a n a  u s e  b y  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  
c a r d i  o v a s c u l a r  p r o b l e m s .

9 }  " o t h e r  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  r e a c t i o n s  t o  m a r i g u a n a  i n c l u d e  l o s s  o f  memory  
i m p a i r m e n t  i n  t h i n k i n g ,  r e a d i n g  c o m p r e h e n s i o n ,  and v e r b a l  and a r i t h m e t i c  
p r o b l e m  s o l v i n g ;  i m p a i r m e n t  o f  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  d i s t a n c e  and t i m e ;  and a n x i e t y ,  
p a n i c ,  p a r a n o i a ,  p s y c h o s i s ,  e n d  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  d e p e n d e n c e . "



T h e  symptom-* meh' . . i  o n - - : ~ o ;  >ny r ~ ' 5 . ' ; a t : on o f  m r i  ^  -iria i i r"  : r . - v
; n  l i v  : i : n l s ,  mol P . -  b u i l d ; ; - • • ’ • hr. . y .  A -, v  i r i * . y  *•:* r i r  1 j u- in • *s-ir ■•..•; -
•■‘ v n c r  i e r . r e  no s i d e - e f f e c t r  f r s r  -*.-. s a t  1 nr. o f  u s * .  I f  d m * ' -'  s y mp t o m*  m u ;  -  : t  • 
m y t h i n o ,  t h e y  i n d i c n t *  t i e  ;••*•' a* l a - k  o f  s e r i o u s  s i d e - e f f e c t s  f r o m 
c a s s a t i o n  o f  u s * ,  u n l i k e  f h o s *  a s s o c ;  a* *■ ] v i t n  a l c o h o l  and o p i a t *  w i t h d r a w a l .

3 1  " i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  a human b e i n g  t o  o v e r d o s e  f r o m  t h e  u s *  o f  
m a r i j u a n a ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  1 *. i s  us-*-d i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  a l c o h o l ,  b e c a u s e  i t  
i n c r e a s e s  t h e  e f f e c t *  o f  a l ' o h o l ; "

T h e r e  i s  nc r e c o r d  o f  a n y o n e  e v e r  d y i n g  ‘ r o n  an o v e r d o s e  o f  m a r i j u a n a ,  
i s  o n e  o f  t h e  l e a s t  t o x i c  d r u g s  known t o  man.

R a p h a e l  M e c h o u l a m ,  who i s o l a t e d  t h e  mai n i n g r e d i e n t  o f  m a r i j u a n a  (THC'  
h a s  e d i t e d  C n n n a b i n o i d s  a s T h e r a pe u t i c  A g e n t s  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  an a r t i c l e  b y  
Mark S e g a l  on M a r i j u a n a ' s  p o t e n t i a l  as  an a n a l g e s i c .  He r e p o r t s  t h a t  
m a r i j u a n a  h a s  p r o r . s e  a s  a - a m  k i l l e r  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  . i o n - a d d i c t i v e  and do-r.s 
n o t  d e p r e s s  t h e  r e s p i r a t o r y  t r a c t  ( u n l i k e  o p i o d s . ) M a r i j u a n a ' s  p r o m i s e  a s  a 
p a i n - k i l l e r  i s  r e p o r t e d  by  th.e n a t i o n a l  Ac ade my  o f  S c i e n c e s ,  and by  R o g e r
H o f f ma n  i n  t h e  b o o k  M a r i m a r . a  a s  M e d i c i n e ; i t s  p r o m i s e  r e s t s  on t h e  f a c t  t h a t
f i n d i n g  - 3  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  f a l s e .

M a r i j u a n a  i s  a m i l d  i n t o x i c a n t ,  and a s  s u c h  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  u s e d  i n 
c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  i n t o x i c a n t s ,  w h e t h e r  m a r i j u a n a  i n c r e a s e s  t h e  e f f e c t s  
•of a l c o h o l ,  o r  c o m p l i c a t e s  t h e m ,  o r  j u s t  how o n e  w o u l d  s u b j e c t i v e l y  d e s c r i b e  
t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  m i x i n g  t h e  t w o ,  i s  b e s i d e  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  m u l t i p l e  d r u g  u s e  
p r o v i d e s  m . u l t i p l *  s a f e t y  c o n c e r n s .  M a r i j u a n a ,  t h o u g h ,  h a s  f a r  l e s s  s e v e r e  
c r o s s - r e a c t i o n  w i t h  . a l c o h o l  t h a t  b a r b i t u a t e s  o r  t r a n q u i l i z e r s  s u c h  a s  v a l i u m .  
Onc e  a g a i n ,  a g o o d  t o x i c o l o g i s t  c a n  p r o v i d e  c o n f i r m a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  p o i n t s .

4)  " t h e  THC c o n t e n t  o f  a m a r i j u a n a  c i g a r e t t e  1 0  y e a r s  a g o  w a s  o n e
p e r c e n t ,  b u t  i s  a s  h i g h  a s  1 0  p e r c e n t  De r  c i g a r e t t e  t o d a y ; "

P r o p o n e n t s  o f  j a i l i n g  p e o p l e  f o r  m a r i j u a n a  u s e  h a v e  b e e n  u s i n g  t h i s  
a r g u m e n t  a s  i f  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  m a r i j u a n a  i s  t e n  t i m e s  m o r e  d a n g e r o u s  t h a n  i t  
u s e d  t o  b e .  The  p r e m i s e  t h a t  an i n c r e a s e  i n  p o t e n c y  d e m o n s t r a t e s  an i n c r e a s e  
i n  d a n g e r  i s  l o g i c a l l y  u n s o u n d .  As  w i t h  a l c o h o l ,  c o n s u m e r s  c o m p e n s a t e  f o r  
h i g h e r  p o t e n c y  b y  c o n s u m i n g  s m a l l e r  d o s e s .  A n y o n e  who c o u n s e l s  a l c o h o l i c s  
w i l l  c o n f i r m  t h a t  b e e r  i s  n o  l e s s  d a n g e r o u s  t h a n  w h i s k e y  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  i t  h a s  
a l e s s e r  p o t e n c y .

T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  l i a s  b e e n  t r y i n g  t o  s e l l  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  p o t e n c y  a r g u m e n t  
l o r  s ome t i m e .  T h e  e n c l o s e d  p r e s s  r e l e a s e  r e f e r s  t o  a Mew Y o r k  T i m e s  r e p o r t  
: *  t h a t  m a r i j u a n a  ha d  i n c r e a s e d  t o  an a v e r a g e  p o t e n c y  o f  3 .  o'5 , and t h a t
t u i s  w a s  an a l a r m i n g  i n c r e a s e  o v e r  t h e  s e v e n t i e s .  H o w e v e r ,  i n  1 9 3 0 ,  T h e  T i m e s  

. r a n  a s i m i l a r  s t o r y ,  o n l y  a t  t h a t  t i n e  t h e y  c l a i m e d  t h a t  m a . 1 j u a n a  ha d an 
a v e r a g e  p o t e n c y  o f  4%. S o ,  m a r i j u a n a  h a s  a c t u a l l y  d e c r e a s e d  i n  p o t e n c y ,  i f  
y o u  b e 1 . e v e  The  T i m e s .

5 }  " M a r i j u a n a  c a u s e s  s c h i z o p h r e n i a ,  i l l u s i o n s ,  and h a l l u c i n a t i o n s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  a d u l l i n g ,  o f  t h e  s e n s e s ,  c r e a t i n g  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  u s e r  i s  
u n a b l *  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  b o d y  s i g n a l s ,  s u c h  a s  p a i n ; "



Poop!*v use cs.ir.i m a n  a ?. -a :.** *N»v *ni »y • . : i :-:vi i m e n *  *• ••••

.■.*n> .*;- mar* m a n e  r o n t r i b u‘ »*• * ■>. Tin • : mpa i rnd'V 1 .* or* '.“rm, a:/: ••,«.•».* . *•'*

‘wo  to t!i r*e hours tft*r v  • ■ i o n . T h e r e  j- no •"•videnc'-- of p r o !’-*" !

impai r m e n t  from m a r i j u a n a  . • *. T h e  e f f n u*s d e s c r i b e d  ibr«vr u p  to la*.. * no* 

i n c l u d i n g  anxiety are t h’ •■‘.-term e f f e c t s  -desir * ■ the m a r i j u a n a  t t .

T h e  d a n g e r  o f  teen a g e  m a r i j u a n a  u s e  i * t h a t  m a n y  t e e n s  .are n r  o n e  ! o  r : 

r e l a x a t i o n  a n d  s t u d y i n g ,  m e a n i n g  t h e y  t h i n k  it ir? o k a y  t o  s t u d y  w h i l e  hio'n o n  

m a r i j u a n a  or w h i l e  d r i n k i n g  b<v-r. I m p a i r m e n t  l i m i t s  t h e  a b i l i t y  ' o  l e a r n ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  l e a r n i n g  s k i l l s .  T h i s  ir w h y  it i s  e s s e n t i a l  t* 

d e t e r  a d o l e s c e n t s  f r o m  m a r i j u a n a  u s e ,  a n d  .a p r i m a r y  r e a s o n  w h y  M O P  MI. a d v o c a t e s  

l e g a l i z i n g  m a r i j u a n a  f o r  a d u l t s  ( a n d  s h u t t i n g  d o w n  t h e  b l a c k  m a r k e t  t h a t  w i l l  

s rall t o  s t u d e n t s .1 H o w e v e r  9 0 ^  o f  m a r i j u a n a  s m o k e r s  a r e  a d u l t s  w h o s e  l e a r n i n g  

s k i l l s  a r e  u n i m p a i r e d  b y  t h e i r  o c c a s i o n a l ,  m o d e r a t e  m a r i j u a n a  u s e .

M a r i j u a n a  p r o d u c e s  a c o n d i t i o n  s i m i l a r  to s t r e s s  or, t h e  h u n a n  b o d y  ( f o r  

e x a m p l e ,  t h e  i n c r e a s e  in h e a r t  r a t e . )  M o s t  u s e r s  f i n d  t h i s  p l e a s u r a b l e  

' i r o n i c a l l y  e v e n  t h e  o n e s  w h o  c l a i m  t h e y  u s *  m a r i j u a n a  t o  a l l e v i a t e  stress'), 

s e m e  f i r s t  t i m e  u s e r s  d o  n o t .  T h i s  is w h a t  a c c o u n t s  t o  r e p o r t s  o f  a n x i e t y  

s t t r c k s  b y  n e w  o r  i n e x p e r i e n c e d  u s e r s  o f  m a r i j u a n a .  N o  e v e r y b o d y  w h o  t r i e s  

m a r i j u a n a  l i k e s  it, n o r  d o e s  e v e r y o n e  w h o  u s e s  it d o e s  s o  w i t h o u t  i l l - e f f e c t .  

P e o p l e  w i t h  p r e - e x i s t i n g  m e n t a l  p r o b l e m s ,  as m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e ,  a r e  s u s c e p t i b l e  

t o  ire! a b u s e .  T h e y  a r e  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  r e p o r t s  o f  p a n i c ,  p a r a n o i u ,  a n d  

p s y c h o s i s  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  m a r i j u a n a  u s e .

T h e  i s s u e  of p s y c h o l o g i c a l  d e p e n d e n c e  h a s  b e e n  h o t l y  d e b a t e d  f o r  t w e n t y  

y e a r s .  O b v i o u s l y ,  m i l l i o n s  a n d  m i l l i o n s  o f  A m e r i c a n s  u s e  m a r i j u a n a  

r e g u l a r l y .  I c o n t e n d  t h e y  d o  s o  b e c a u s e  t h e y  e n j o y  u s i n g  m a r i j u a n a .  W h e t h e r  

“h e y  a r e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  d e p e n d e n t  o r  n o t  i s  a m o o t  p o i n t .  M a r i j u a n a  i s  n o t  

a n  a d d i c t i v e  d r u g ,  n o r  a d a n g e r o u s  o n e .  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  r e a c t i o n s  t o  it a r e  

c u l t u r a l ,  n o t  m e d i c a l  o r  b i o l o g i c a l .  O n c e  a g a i n ,  t o  b e l a b o r  t h e  p o i n t ,  s o m e  

p e o p l e  w i t h  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  p r o b l e m s  a b u s e  m a r i j u a n a  a n d  o t h e r  d r u g s .  A s  w i t h  

a n x i e t y ,  p a n i c ,  p a r a n o i a  a n d  p s y c h o s i s ,  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  d e p e n d e n c e  is n o t  a n  

o b s e r v e d  s i d e - e f f e c t  in t h e  o v e r w h e l m i n g l y  m a j o r i t y  o f  m a r i j u a n a  u s e r s .

A d d i t i o n a l  C o m m e n t s

T o  b e  t o  t h e  p o i n t ,  t h e s e  f i n d i n g s  a t  b e s t  c o n s t i t u t e  h o r r i b l e  

d i s t o r t i o n s  a n d  e x a g g e r a t i o n s  o f  e x i s t i n g  r e s e a r c h  f i n d i n g s .  At w o r s t ,  t h e y  

a r e  d e c e p t i v e  l i e s  a n d  h a l f - t r u t h s  d e s i g n e d  t o  m i s l e a d  trie l e g i s l a t u r e  o f  

A l a s k a .  T h e  b u l k  o f  t h e  r e b u t t a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r e s e n t e d  h e r e  d e a l s  w i t h  h e a l t h  

: * c u e s  h e c o a r e  o f  t h e  l o g i c  o f  t h e  b i l l s .

f t h e r  v a l i d  a r g u m e n t s  a g a i n s t  t h e  b i l l  i n c l u d e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  A l a s k a n s  

c e t e r a l l y  d o n ' t  l i k e  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  i n t e r f e r i n g  in t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  l i v e s .  T h i s  

•.a t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  r i g h t  to p r i v a c y  c l a u s e  in t h e  s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .

A l s o ,  t h e  A l a s k a n  p o l i c e  h a v e  b e t t e r  t h i n g s  t o  1o w i t h  t h e i r  t i n e  a n d  y o u r  t a x  

m o n e y  t h a n  a r r e s t  m a r i j u a n a  o f f e n d e r s .  A l s o ,  if t h i s  b i l l  p a s s e s ,  it w i l l  

l i k e l y  b e  c h a l l e n g e d  i n  c o u r t  a s  a v i o l a t i o n  o f  R a v i n  v s . S t a t e .

T h e  N a t i o n a l  a n d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  D r u g  L a w  E n f o r c e m e n t  S t r a t e g y  o f  t h e  

N a t i o n a l  D r u g  E n f o r c e m e n t  P o l i c y  B o a r d  (N D E P B ) ( J a n .  1 9 8 7 )  s t a t e s  t h a t  

" b e c a u s e  t h e  d e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  o f  m a r i j u a n a  p o s s e s s i o n  u n d e r m i n e s  t h e  s t a n d a r d
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M'-.-.y o f  the- c l a i m s  re;:r-‘s e n t e 1 t h e  a b o v e  finding.: r e p l i c a t e  - 

r r . E ? ? ' A n a l y s i s  t h e  T o r e u t i c  T-ar - a b i s T r o b l e n  a n d  t h e  F e d e r a l  

~os'>jns<;, { 3 / 3 6 } .  T h e  s o u r c e  : t e  d w j s  a T r u g  E n f o r c e m e n t  Adrr.ir. i s t r a  : i * :• 
r e p o r t  " T h e  H e a l t h  I m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  M a r i h u a n a  V s e . "  It i - r i f t  w* tr. p h r - s  

s u c h  a s  " r e s e a r c h  s u g o e s t s , "  " h a v e  n e o n  o b s e r v e d , "  " m a r :  j"-.na -.»y," a :: ■' 

r* : * i o u s  t e r m i n o l o g y  vhici. av.-iis m a k i n g  a d i r e c t  c o n c l u s i o n .  T* is 

o p i n i o n  a f t e r  s t u d y i n g  t:.ese : h i t s  t h a t  t h e  r e p r e s e n t  l a v  er.f..r'■-tvr. ••1 r 

a t t e m p t  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e  l a v s  w.nich t h e y  a r e  o b l i g a t e d  t o  -t. f o r c e .

S o c i a l  bias o f t e n  ;.rterfe "es v/ith so u n d  s c i e n t i f i c  reasoning. 

n o t i o n  tr.at m a r i j u a n a  is illegal so it m u s t  be d a n g e r o u s  is the ’rivint 

rtl i o o a l*  b e h i n d  the iun.i rr cus c o m m e n t s  about m a r i j u a n a  above. The strut- 

:>*' toe O E ? 3 is to j u s t i f y  t h r i r  i n c r e a s i n g  b u d g e t  r e q u e s t s  b\ t u r n i n g  ir1 

’ luc'.t .or. r rocr a m s  intc lav e n f o r c e m e n t  propaga n d a .
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W h y  i s  I t  t h o t  i n  m o s t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  w h e r e  c a n n a b i s  h a s  b e e n  u s e d  
r c e n t u r i e s ,  t h e  l e w s  a g a i n s t  u s e  a n d  d e a l i n g  8re  t h e  h a r s h e s t  i n  t h e  

w o r l d ?  L o n g  b e f o r e  s c i e n t i s t s  e v e r  g o t  t o  w o r k  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  l a w  
m a k e r s  s a w  w h a t  t h i s  d r u g  d i d  t o  t h e i r  p o p u l a t i o n s .  I n  T a i w a n ,  I r a n ,  
A l g e r i a ,  T u r k e y ,  s m u g g l i n g  o r  s e l l i n g  p o t  o r  h a s h i s h  c a n  b r i n g  l o n g - t e r m  
p e r i s o n  s e n t e n c e s  u p  t o  3 0  y e a r s .  I n  B u r m a ,  B o l i v i a ,  I n d i a ,  I r a q ,  K e n y a ,  a n d  
T u r k e y ,  y o u  c a n  b e  c l a p p e d  i n t o  j a i l  f o r  t w o  t o  1 0  y e a r s  f o r  s m o k i n g  p o t .  
W h y  w o u l d  s u c h  l e w s  b e  m a d e  i f  t h e  d r u g  w e r a  s o  h a r m l e s s ?

T h e  t w o  m a i n  d r u g  p r o d u c t s  o f  c a n n a b i s  e r e  m e r i j u a n o  a n d  h a s h i s h .  
M a r i j u a n a  c o n s i s t s  o f  a n y  p a r t  o f  t h e  p l a n t  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  c r u d e l y  p r e p a r e d  
f o r  s m o k i n g ,  p r i m a r i l y  b y  d r y i n g .  H a s h i s h  e s s e n t i a l l y  i s  r e s i n  f r o m  t h e  
p l a n t .

A t  a 1 9 2 5  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  O p i u m  C o n f e r e n c e ,  E g y p t  a n d  T u r k e y  r e f u s e d  
t o  s i g n  a n y  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a g r e e m e n t  a b o u t  o p i u m  a n d  h e r o i n ,  u n l e s s  
d e l e g a t e s  a t  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  a g r e e d  t o  p u t  c a n n a b i s  i n  t h e  s a m e  " d a n g e r o u s  
d r u g "  c a t e g o r y .  A n d  a l l  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  f r o m  a l l  t h e  c a n n a b i s - u s i n g  
c o u n t r i e s  w e n t  a l o n g  w i t h  t h i s  d e m a n d .  T h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  h o d  s e e n  w h a t  
c a n n a b i s  h a d  d o n e  t o  t h e i r  m a l e  p o p u l a t i o n s .  ( W o m e n  i n  t h e s e  n a t i o n s  
n e v e r  u s e d  t h e  d r u g ;  n o r  d i d  m i d d l e  o r  u p p e r  c l a s s  m e n . )

T h e  U .  S .  s i g n e d  t h e  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  a s h o u l d e r  s h r u g .  A f t e r  W o r l d  
W a r  I I  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  c h a n g e d .  P o t  b e c a m e  p o r t  o f  t h e  n e w  l i f e  s t y l e  o f  
y o u n g  p e o p l e  w h o  c a l l e d  t h e m s e l v e s  " s w i n g e r s . "  W h e n  s c i e n t i s t s  a n d  
m e d i c a l  d o c t o r s  f r o m  7 4  c o u n t r i e s  m e t  i n  1 9 6 1  a t  a U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  S i n g l e  
C o n v e n t i o n  o n  N a r c o t i c  D r u g s ,  t h e  U .  S .  d e l e g a t e s  s i g n e d  t h e  n e w  c a n n a b i s  
l a w  w i t h  e n t h u s i a s m .  T h r  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h o  5 0 0  d e l e g a t e s — i n c l u d i n g  s o m e  
o f  t h e  w o r l d ' s  m o s t  n o t e d  p h a r m a c o l o g i s t s — w a s  u n a n i m o u s .

T h e y  a l l  a g r e e d  t h a t  "t h a t  t h e  u s e  o f  c a n n a b i s  w a s  d a n g e r o u s  f r o m  
e v e r u  p o i n t  o f  v i e w , w h e t h e r  p h u s i c a l . m e n t a l , o r  s o c i a l . "  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  
t h e y  a l l  a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e  d r u g  s h o u l d  b e  f o r b i d d e n ,  a n d  t h a t  n o n e  o f  t h e  7 4  
n a t i o n s  s i g n i n g  t h e  t r e a t y  c o u l d  m a k e  c a n n a b i s  l e g a l  i n  t h e i r  l a n d .

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o o p e r a t i o n  a t  t h e  h i g h e s t  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s '  l e v e l  h a s  b e e n  
o v e r r i d e n  b y  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o o p e r a t i o n  a t  t h e  l o w e s t  l e v e l .  A s k  o u r  l o c a l  
p o l i c e  a u t h o r i t i e s .  A s k  t h o s e  y o u t h  w h o  b u y  i t  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  f o r  
t h e i r  p a r e n t s .  W h e r e  t h e r e  i s  a d e m a n d ,  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  a  s u p p l y .

b j n d y  S p a r g o  ^ S O U R C E : P O T  S A F A R I ,  A  V I S I T  T O  T H E
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D r .  E t h e l  S a s s e n r a t h  i s  t h e  o n l y  s c i e n t i s t  i n  t h e  w o r l d  t o  h a v e  d o n e  
s t u d i e s  o n  t h e  r e p r o d u c t i v e  e f f e c t s  o f  l o n g - t e r m  m a r i j u a n a  u s e  o n  f e m a l e  
r h e s u s  m o n k e y s  a n d  t h e i r  o f f s p r i n g .

R h e s u s  m o n k e y s  b r e a k  d o w n  t h e  m a r i j u a n a  m o l e c u l e  i n  a w a y  s i m i l a r  
t o  h u m a n s ,  a n d  t h e i r  r >  o d u c t i v e  s y s t e m s  a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  h u m a n s .  T h e  
e n d o c r i n e  s y s t e m ,  w h i c h  c o n t r o l s  t h e  m e n s t r u a l  c y c l e ,  i s  v i r t u a l l y  
i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  b e t w e e n  t h e  h u m a n  a n d  t h e  f e m a l e  r h e s u s  m o n k e y .

D r .  S a d d e n r a t h  g a v e  h e r  m o n k e y s  o n l y  o n e  o f  t h e  6 1  k n o w n  
c a n n a b i n o i d s  i n  m a r i j u a n a — t h e  f a m o u s  T H C .  S h e  f e d  t h e  T H C  to  t h e  
m o n k e y s  i n  a c o o k i e  e v e r y  d a y  f o r  t h r e e  t o  f i v e  y e a r s .  E a c h  r e c e i v e d  a d o s e  
s u f f i c i e n t  t o  p r o d u c e  t h e  s a m e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  T H C  i n  i t s  b l o o d  t h a t  a 
h u m a n  w o u l d  h a v e  w h o  s m o k e d  o n e  j o i n t  a d a y .

R e m e m b e r ,  t h e  p r e g n a n t  m o n k e y s  w e r e  f e d  o n l y  o n e  c a n n a b i n o i d — T H C .  
A  p r e g n a n t  h u m a n  w o u l d  b e  e x p o s e d  t o  a l l  6 1  c a n n a b i n o i d s  i n  a m a r i j u a n a  
j o i n t ,  m a k i n g  t o x i c i t y  p r e s u m a b l y  g r e a t e r .

R e s u l t s  c a n  b e  s u m m e d  u p  i n  o n e  s t a r t l i n g  s t a t i s t i c .  T h e  r e p r o d u c t i v e  
l o s s  w a s  44 p e r c e n t  f o r  t h e  T H C - f e d  m o t h e r s  a n d  1 2  p e r c e n t  f o r  t h e  
u n d r u g g e d  m o t h e r s .  T e n  t o  1 2  p e r c e n t  i s  a n o r m a l  b i r t h  l o s s  i n  a m o n k e y  
c o l o n y ,  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  i n j u r y ,  i n f e c t i o n ,  a n d  o t h e r  o r d i n a r y  c a u s e s .  I n  t h e  
c a s e  o f  t h e  T H C  m o t h e r s ,  b i r t h  l o s s  o c c u r r e d  f r o m  e a r l y  s p o n t a n e o u s  
a b o r t i o n ,  f e t a l  d e a t h s ,  s t i l l -  b i r t h s ,  a n d  i n f a n t  d e a t h  j u s t  a f t e r  b i r t h .

T h e r e  w a s  n o t  o n e  T H C  b a b y  w h o  d i d  n o t  h a v e  s o m e  s u b t i l e  
d e v e l o p m e n t a l  a b n o r m a l i t y  i n  o n e  o r  m o r e  s y s t e m s  ( n e r v o u s ,  
c a r d i o v a s c u l a r  o r  u r i n a r y )  a n d / o r  p l a c e n t a l  a b n o r m a l i t y .  I n  h u m a n  
s t u d i e s ,  r a d i o o c t i v l y - t a g g e d  T H C  h a s  b e e n  s h o w n  t o  a c c u m u l a t e  
i n  t h e  p l a c e n t a .  I t  a l s o  c r o s s e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  p l a c e n t a ;  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  
w h e n  t h e  p o t - s m o k i n g  m o t h e r  g e t s  h i g h ,  s o ,  p r e s u m a b l y ,  d o e s  h e r  
d e v e l o p i n g  b a b y .  N o n e  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a b n o r m a l i t i e s  w e r e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  
c o n t r o l  b a b y  m o n k e y s  o r  i n  a n y  o f  t h e  8 0  r h e s u s  b a b i e s  f r o m  n o n - d r u g g e d  
m o t h e r s  i n  t h e  p r i m a t e  c o l o n y  w h o  h a d  d i e d  d u r i n g  t h e  s a m e  p e r i o d :

1. W a t e r  o n  t h e  b r a i n .
2 .  D e g e n e r a t i v e  c h a n g e s  i n  c a r d i o v a s c u l a r  s t r u c t u r e s ,  

i n c l u d i n g  t h e  h e a r t  m u s c l e  a n d  t h e  u m b i l i c a l  v e s s e l s .
3 .  A c u t e  k i d n e y  d i s o r d e r  i n  t h e  r e c y l c i n g  o f  t h e  n e c e s a r y  

p a r t s  o f  t h e  n u t r i e n t s  o f  t h e  b l o o d ,  l e a v i n g  o n l y  t h e  w a s t e .
4.  B l o c k a g e  o f  t h e  c a n a l  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  t h e  t e s t e s  d e s c e n d .
5 .  D e a d  t i s s u e  i n  t h e  p l a c e n t a .
6 . D e p l e t i o n  o f  b l o o d  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  w h i t e  b l o o d  c e l l s  i n  t h e  

l y m p h  n o d e s  t o  c o m b a t  i n f e c t i o n s ;  d e p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  
r e d  a n d  w h i t e  b l o o d  c e l l s  i n  t h e  b o n e  m o r r o w — t h e  c e n t e r  o f  c e l l  
f o r m a t i o n .  M O R E



r [ £ >
u \

-t . 1 8 ,  ' 8 7

D e a r  F d i t o r ,

I  r e c e n t l y  r e a d  i n  y o u r  p a p e r  o f  F a i r b a n k s a n s  w h o  w o u l d  h a v e  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  

c r i m i n a l i z e  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  m a r i j u a n a .  ( A t  p r e s e n t ,  a n y  s a l e  o r  p o s s e s s i o n  

o f  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  o n e  c i g a r e t t e  i s  a l r e a d y  a g a i n s t  t ^ e  l a w ) .  T h e s e  

a r e  a  f e w  r e a s o n s  g i v e n  m e  b y  o n e  l e g i s l a t o r  I  k n o w  - f o r  j j h i j  w t  (((W F  F'O*

1 .  A l t h o u g h  t t ’ s  f a i r l y  c l e a r  t h a t  m a r i j u a n a  i s  u n h e a l t h y ,  l o g i c  w o u l d  h a v e  

t o b a c c o  a n d  a l c o h o l  o u t l a w e d  f i r s t  a s  b o t h  h a v e  p r o v e n  t o  b e  f a r  m o r e  d a m a g i n g  

t o  h e a l t h  a s  w e l l l a s  m o r e  a d d i c t i v e .  P r o h i b i t i n g  a l c o h o l  i n  t h e  2 0 ' s  was n o t
i

a  s u c c e s s .

2 .  I n f o r m a t i o n  g i v e n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h o w s  n o  c a s e s  i n  A l a s k a  o f  v i o l e n t  

c r i m e s  b e i n g  c o m m i t t e d  u n d e r  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  m a r i j u a n a .

3 .  T h e  T r o o p e r s  a n d  c i t y  P o l i c e  f o r c e  h a v e  b e e n  c u t .  T h e y  h a v e  t o l d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e

t h a t  i f  m a r i j u a n a  i s  c r i m i n a l i z e d  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  e n f o r c e  t h e  l a w ;cases
i t ' s  t o o  l o w  a p r i o r i t y  c o m p a r e d  t o  m o r e ■ v i o l e n t  a n d  d a m a g i n g ^ d e m a n d .  t h e i r  

l i m i t e d  r e s o u r c e s . T h a t  w o u l d n ' t  c a s t  u s  a n y t h i n g  b u t  d o  we w a n t  l a w s  t h a t  a r e  

n o t  e n f o r c e d ?

4. M a r i j u a n a  i s  o n l y  o n e  o f  h u n d r e d s  o f  d r u g s  t h a t  h a v e  h a r m f u l  s i d e  e f f e c t s .

D r u g s  t o  s o o t h e  o r  t o  a c t i v a t e  o r  t o  w h a t e v e r  a r e  a l m o s t  a l l  a  h a z a r d  t o  p e r f e c t  

h e a l t h  a s  w e l l  a s  s e r v i  n g  t h e i r  s p e c i f i c  p u r p o s e .

5 .  E d u c a t i o n  h a s  r e d u c e d  t h e  u s e  o f  t o b a c c o  d r a m a t i c a l l y  a n d  w i t h  a l m o s tn
n o  r e b e l l i o n .  I t  i s  a g r e a t  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  b e s t  w a y  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  s m o k i n g  o f  

o t h e r  h a z a r d o u s  s u b s t a n c e s . I t  w o u l d  a l s o  p e r m i t  t h e  p o l i c e  t o  d i r e c t  t h e i r  

e f f o r t s  a t  t h e  s u p p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  t r a d e  i n  h a r d  d r u g s  a n d  o t h e r  a c t i v i t e s  t h a t  

a r e  m o r e  o b v i o u s l y  c r i m i n a l .

S i n c e r e l y ,

9 c7 ^ /.c- 6  P u
J o a n  K o p o n e n

!
7 1 0  C h e n a  R i d g e ,  F a i r b a n k s ,  A K .  9 9 7 0 9
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Bethel M a r  30,1987

S e n a t o r  J a n  Faiks 
A l a s k a  State Senate 
Hess C o m m i t e e

- ...Bqx  v,.Juneau.,a k . 9i>.81.1 ....

D e a r  S e n a t o r

Y o u r  d i s t r i c t  has one of the h i g h e s t  v i o l e n t  crime rates 
in A l a s k a  and' the C i t y  of A n c h o r a g e  has 21 u n f i l l e d  p olice 
o f f i c e r  p o s i t i o n s  . The records show that whe n m a r i j u a n a  was 
p r o h i b i t e d ,  law e n f o r c e m e n t  sp ent about 20 p e r c e n t  of their' 
du t y  hours in i n v e s t i g a t i o n , a r r e s t s  and c ourt a p pearances 
i n v o l v i n g  s i m p l e  possesion. It w o u l d  a p p e a r  that the officers 
p r e f e r r e d  t h a t  n o n r v i o l e n t  p u r s u i t  as o p p o s e d  to d e a l i n g  
w i t h  r a p ists a n d  o t h e r  crimes of violence.

The h e a l t h  h a z a r d s  tl.at y o u  c i t e d , f r o m  use of mar iju a n a ,  can 
also be c i t e d  f o r  use of t o b a c c o  a nd alcohol. The p r o b l e m  is not 
one o f  use b u t , r a t h e r , a b u s e .  P lease c o n s i d e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  
p r o g r a m s  to d e t e r  abuse. C r i m i n a l  s a n c tion s m e r e l y  e n h a n c e  
the problem.

Thank y o u  for y o u r  ci

V e r n o n  K e e z e r

CC no: Hess Comniltee,House ul R e p r e s e n t a t i v e a
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The H o n o r a b l e  Frank H. M u r k o w s k i  
U n i t e d  States Senate 
720 H a r t  Bldg.
Washington,D.C, 20510

The eff ects of a n e w  p r o h i b i t i o n  of the use and o o s e s s l o n  of 
M a r i j u a n a  w o u l d  be social.ly and f i nan cially d i s a s t e r o u s  to the 
St a t e  of Alaska.

H u n d r e d s  of n e w l y  c r e a t e d  "criminals" w o u l d  be d u m p e d  into a 
c o u r t  s y s t e m  that ia a l read y o v e r l o a d e d  and w o u l d  severely 
i m p a i r  the a b i l i t y  of the courts to s p e e dily and e f f i c i e n t l y  
h a n d l e  trials i n v o l v i n g  serious m a j o r  crimes against the p e o p l e  
of Alaska. C i v i l  Rights l i t i g a t i o n  c a u s e d  by o v e r z e a l o u s  search,, 
seizure and i n v e s t i g a t i v e  tacti cs on the p a r t  of law e n f o r c e­
m e n t  agencys, w o u l d  f u r t h e r  o v e r l o a d  the system.

T h e  i n c r e a s e d  c o s t  in..dollars to operate the courts and ths 
costs of law e n f o r c e m e n t  m a n  h o u r s  r pent in i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
arrests and c o u r t .a p p e a r a n c e s  c a n n o t  be a c c e p t a b l e  in the light 
of o u r  d e c l i n i n g  economy.

T h e  s o ci al i m p a c t  on A l a s k a n s  w o u l d  be even m o r e  d i s a p t e r o u s  
and have larger lasting n e g a t i v e  effects than the f i n a nc ial 
impact. The f i r s t  to s u f f e r  w i l l  be the c h i ld ren w h o m  some 
p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  c l a i m  they seek to protect. To jail a t e e n­
ager  is p e r h a p s  one of the e a s i e s t  w a y s  to corrupt and r u i n  
his or her life. S u r e l y  w e  h a v e  not so soon f o r g o t t e n  the 
O h i o  State R.O.T.C. and h o n o r  s t u d e n t  whol’was i n c a r c e r a t e d  
in a federa l p e n i t e n t i a r y  in 1964 for the p o s e s s i o n  of one 
m a r i j u a n a  c i g a r e t t e ?

••- U n d e r - p r e s e n t - - l a w s m i n o r s - a r e  fobidd en the u s e - o r  poseesion--• 
of m a r i j u a n a  and a l cohol  a n d  tobaaco, h o w e v e r , t h e  c o m m o n  law 
of the land has l e f t  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o - l i m i t  or d e n y  
the use of these legal drugs to the p a r e n t s  and guardians.
By m a k e i n a  any o f  these legal druga  -illegal wo feravol b a o k  
in time to the " r o a r i n g  tw enties" of alco hol p r o h i b i t i o n  
and to 1937 w h e n  m a r i j u a n a  waB m a d e  illegal for the f i r s t  
time e v e r  to give law e n f o r c e m e n t  leverage a g ainst the the 
blacks and h i s p a n i c s  w h o  w e r e  the m a j o r  if n o t  only, users.
The r e s u l t s  of these p r o h i b i t i o n s  w e r e  the v i o l a t i o n  of the 
civil r ights of h u n d r e d s  of t h o u sands a n d  c o r r u p t i o n  of the 
j u d i c i a l  and law e n f o r c e m e n t  systems  .

P l e a s e  adress y o u r  efforts, o n  our behalf, to the p r o b l e m s  
of abuse of 1og*l drugs r a t h a r  than -fchrucfcing us baok i n t o  
the Dark Ages of P r o h i b i t i o n

F e l l o w  Alaskan,

cc to: S e n a t o r s  Jan Faiks and Paul F i s h e r , S e n a t e  Hess
C o m m i t e e
Hess C o m m i t e e , H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t i v e s



P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T S  F O R  M A R I J U A N A  R E C R I M I N A L I Z A T I O N

W h i c h  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  r e p r e s e n t  v o t e r s  w h o  w a n t  t o  s e e  m a r i j u a n a  m a d e  
i l l e g a l  i n  A l a s k a ?

E D U C A T I O N A L  A l a s k a  S t a t e  B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n
A l a s k a  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  A l a s k a  S c h o o l  B o a r d s  
A l a s k a  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S c h o o l  G o v e r n m e n t s /  

G e n e r a !  A s s e m b l y / 3 9  h i g h  s c h o o l s  
A l a s k a  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S c h o o l  G o v e r n m e n t s /  

S t u d e n t  L e a d e r s / p a s s e d  u n a n i m o u s l y  b y  
6 0  A l a s k a n  h i g h  s c h o o l s  

A l a s k a  A s s o c ,  o f  S e c o n d a r y  S c h o o l  P r i n c i p a l s  
G a l e n a  C i t y  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  
G a l e n a  C i t y  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n  
K e t c h i k a n  G a t e w a y  B o r o u g h  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  
K e n n y  L a k e  H i g h  S c h o o l  
K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  B o r o u g h  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  
C i t y  a n d  B o r o u g h  o f  J u n e a u  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  
J u n e a u - D o u g l a s  H i g h  S c h o o l  S t u d e n t  C o u n c i l  
A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  
N o r t h w e s t  A r c t i c  B o r o u g h  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  
W r a n g e l l  J u n i o r  a n d  S e n i o r  H i g h  S c h o o l  
H a i n e s  B o r o u g h  S c h o o l  B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n

P o l i t i c a l  1 9 8 8  R e p u b l i c a n  C o n v e n t i o n  P l a t f o r m
S e n a t o r  F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i / A l a s k a  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  

D e l e g a t i o n  
A l a s k a  M u n i c i p a l  L e a g u e

C i t v / B o r o u a h / M u n c i p a l i t y  C i t y  a n d  B o r o u g h  o f  J u n e a u
M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e  
C i t y  o f  K e t c h i k a n  
C i t y  o f  G a l e n a  
T o g i a k  C i t y  C o u n c i l  
C i t y  o f  S a x m a n  
C i t y  o f  V a l d e z  
C i t y  o f  H a i n e s  
C i t y  o f  T o g i a k
N o r t h w e s t  A r c t i c  B o r o u g h  A s s e m b l y  
C i t y  a n d  B o r o u g h  o f  S i t k a  
P e t e r s b u r g  G e n e r a l  H o s p i t a l  
C i t y  o f  W r a n g e l l

O V E R



Fathom Graphics
P.O. Box 1690 

Cordova, Alaska 99574
T yp ese ttin g , Illu s tra tin g , P r in t i ng  a n d  P u b l i s h i n g  

(907) 424-3116

A p r i l  8, 1 9 8 8

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N i l l o  K o p o n e n  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P. 0. B o x  V ( M S  3 1 0 0 )

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

RE: S B  3 2  R e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  o f  M a r i j u a n a

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K o p o n e n ,

P l e a s e  s u p p o r t  t h e  r e c r i m i m a l i z a t i o n  o f  m a r i j u a n a .

A s  a n  A l a s k a n  e m p l o y e r ,  I s e e  t h e  d a m a g e  m a r i j u a n a  c a n  d o .  O n e  

o f  m y  m o s t  p r o m i s i n g  e m p l o y e e s  g o t  h o o k e d  o n  i t ;  i t  w a s  a m a z i n g  

t o  s e e  h e r  l e a r n i n g - c u r v e  d r o p  o f f  t o  n o t h i n g  a n d  t h e n  s e e  h e r  

b e c o m e  u n a b l e  to c o p e  w i t h  w h a t  h a d  p r e v i o u s l y  b e e n  e a s y  t a s k s .

I t  i s  h a r d  t o - u n d e r s t a n d  w h y  A l a s k a  w o u l d  m a k e  s u c h  a d a n g e r o u s ,  

i l l e g a l  t o  a c q u i r e  d r u g ,  l e g a l  i n  o u r  s t a t e .  I u r g e  y o u  t o  

c o r r e c t  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  a n d  v o t e  f o r  t h e  r e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  o f  

m a r i j u a n a .

T h a n k  y o u .

S i n c e r e l y ,

C o n n i e  T a y l o r

c c :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  J o h n n y  E l l i s ,  M a x  G r u e n b e r g ,  D a v e  D o n l e y ,  

B i l l  F i u d s o n ,  R a n d y  P h i l l i p s ,  A l y c e  H a n l e y

fathom n. a nautical measurement; vt. measure tbe depth W'th 
a sounding line; reach the bottom of; understand thoroughly



PETERSBURG G ENERAL HOSPITAL
and Long Term Care Facility 

Phone:(907)772-4291 
P.O. Box 589 

Petersburg, Alaska 99833

April 4, 1988

J o h n n y  Ellis 

Niilo K o p o n e n  

C o - C h a i r m e n  

House HESS Co m m i t t e e  

Pouch V

Juneau, A l a s k a  99811 

Ge ntlemen:

T h a n k  you for your letter of M a r c h  18, 1988. I u n d e r s t a nd  that 

R e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  of M a r i j u a n a  is s c h e d u l e d  for t e le c o n f e r e n c e  hearings 

on A pril 13th an d 14th. Please share this letter wit h the o-' -r members 
of the HESS Committee.

To me, this issue goes b e y o n d  right to p r i v a c y  vs. h a r m  to society.

I look at it as a h e a l t h  issue. The e n c l o s e d  literature that I share 

w i t h  you i n dicates that m a r i j u a n a  is a "drug". As such it should be 

c o n t r o l l e d  the same as o t h e r  narcotics. N a r c o t i cs  are c o n * r o l l e d  by 

the federal g o v e r n m e n t  thru the food and drug a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and for 

this re a s o n  the federal g o v e r n m e n t  has laws w h i c h  prohi b i t  the use of 

m a r i j u a n a  in the U n i t e d  States. I b e l i e v e  that Alaska still belongs 

to the U.S. and we sh o u l d  up h ol d  the laws of the land.

I have a h a r d  time se e i ng  m a r i j u a n a  a l l o w e d  in the homes of Alaska 

if there are federal laws w h i c h  p r o h i b i t  the p o s s e s s i o n  of m a r i j u a n a  in 

any form in the U n i t e d  States. Isn't an A l a s k a n  home a part of the 

Un i t e d  States? In a d d i t i o n  how can A l a s k a  c i t i z e n s  have m a r i j u a n a  in 

their ho m e s  w i t h o u t  first b r e a k i n g  a law in g e t t i n g  it into the home 

an d  that includes seeds to g r o w  plants? M a r i j u a n a  in any form has to 

pass thru the streets, highways, or airw a y s  of the state, wh i c h  is 

a g a i n s t  the law.

Next, I a gree that people do have a right to p r i v a c y  in their own 

homes, to a point. However, we cannot do c e r t a i n  things there such as 

c h i l d  a buse or assa u l t  of our spouse or c r i minal acts such as murder, 

rape, incest an d  o ther m o r a l  crimes w i t h o u t  b e i n g  arrested. I put m a r i j u a n a  

in that category.

Next, yo u  m i gh t  want to talk to some n e w b o r n  care nurses at ho s pitals 

such as K e t c h i k a n  or J u n e a u  who will tell you that babies w h o s e  moth e r s  

have b e e n  s m o k i n g m a r i j u a n a  are m o r e  restless, c r y  more, and have drug 

w i t h d r a w a l  s y m ptoms to v a r y i n g  degress. On the o t h er  hand, they will
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tell you that the most h e a l t h y  and best b e h a ve d  babies come from moth e rs  

wh o  do not smoke mari j u a n a ,  do drugs, or drink alcohol.

I b e l i e v e  that innocent n e w borns have a G o d - g i v e n  right to start life 

w i t h o u t  b e i n g  in s u b j e c t i o n  to pr o blems c r e a t e d  by their m o t h e r ' s  m a r i j u a n a  

h a b i t .

The e n c l o s e d  literature speaks for itself to the fact that m a r i j u a n a  

is a drug, is a h ea l t h  h a z a r d  and can damage your health. Therefore, as 

a c o m m i t t e e  i n t e r e s t e d  in the h e a l t h  of the c i t i ze n s  of Alaska, I am 

c o n v i n c e d  that you too will support the b ills r eq u e s t i n g  the r e c r i m i n a l­

ization of m a r ij u a n a .

A yea r  ago a p e t i t i o n  was c i rc u l a t e d  in P e t e r s b u r g  r e q u e s t i n g  the 

support of r e c r i m i n a l i z i n g  mari j u a n a .  I beli e v e that the m a j o r i t y  of the 

c i t i ze n s  in P e t e r s b u r g  and A l a s k a  support C S S B  32. Therefore, I solicit 

your vote in favor of this bill. T h a n k  you!

Si n c e r e l y

A d m i n i s t r a t o r

Enclo s u r e s



A  Drug That-Can.:
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Damage Your HSami
V -' Although marijuana is less - 
controversial and more ■ ;y . j 
socially acceptable than a few 

■ years ago, you still need to.be 
' aware of the facts concerning 
its use. Recently scientists 
have found that marijuana 

yproduces many more subtle ' v;‘; 
.'effects as-a drug than .■
'.•suspected even a few years

W hat effect

..'V’C.'.-v .Unlike alcohol or iucotineijsf
. ’i " ■ 1 .:; !i‘ manj uana . is .not >aterj:;-i^W

t does ^^sbluable.’so'the‘'.bo'dyjbasa^^
m arijuana have on .‘-^V ̂ ‘t r oub le  getting-rid o f  it^’Weeks/^ 
■ your body? :- _ivy ^ ? ftcrsmokmg: m ^ n ju a n a ^ ^
According to research done y?*.traces of T H C  can
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ycancer causing 
..cigarettes

'“ inhaled deeply,.........v.w ... . j.
• the lungs for several seconds, ! 1 ^ dl,catl0.ns of
■jthe risk of lung cancer for rj R e s e a r c h

’.'users may be at least as great y^f:_It m a y  be years' aUy§ ^ 

. as for cigarette smokers.. • \ .'.-.the remaining mysteriesjof- '%fM
' - • Fff ♦ f T u r  ‘ ^marijuana are unraveled,!byty$£ 
" " r  . , -. pearly research suggests that'1|M
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ability to think!-Its r 
intoxicating effects are caused 
primarily by a chemical called 

T H C  (tetrahydrocannabinol).
; The time it takes T H C  to 
; affect the body can vary, but 

• once it is introduced, things 
begin to happen. ,• ‘

T H C  travels in the 
■bloodstream to all parts of the 
body. It impairsrshort-term

Sfs-fi

• . smoking marijuana causes: ■: v'-\. .
. !Vf ® bronchial irritation a n d ,

I'j. reduced lung capacity .»r* *. •*'"£*?''
increased risk of lung cancer v-,

• increased heart rate (which" ‘V ;: 
could induce a heart attack) %

i • lowered resistance to colds =
k.,xr-' "I and the flu 

‘ y *  higher health risks to 
-unborn children -ii"

>V:#
memory! alters sense of time, harmful dependence

arid teduces fhe ability to do ; :v. Although marijuana has/
things which require ° '1f dramatic short-term effects,'
concentration, swift reaction, thereat danger Ijes'in'the ̂ .v.V:
and coordination, such as long-term subtle effects on the f
driving a car. ~  •' body. □ ' . ’■ .
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Belinda Me F w
Orug Counseling & Evaluation Services 
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D IV IS IO N  O F  PUIU .IC  H EA LTH  
"TrTC rV  D EPA R TM EN T O F  H EA LTH  A ND S O C IA L  SER V IC ES

'  STATE O F ALASKA . . .  , .  ......................
My/a M. M unson, Commissioner 3601 C  Street, Suite 540 lt0f °  ° 1 au® ’
Dcpj/imcm of Health P. O. Box 240249 E|izabclh Ward_ M N
and Social Services A nchorage, A laska 99524-0249 Division of Public Health

B u l l s “in  Humber 3 Week Ending J a n u a r y  23, 1987

HEPATITIS A OUTBREAK STRIKES ALASKANS

Between August  and December 1986, 75 c a s e s  o f  conf i rm ed  h e p a t i t i s  A were r e p o r t e d  to the 
Epidemiology O f f i c e .  Of t h e s e  75 c a s e s ,  41 (56%) were l o c a t e d  i n  Anchorage,  17 (23%) in 
F a i r b a n k s ,  4 (5%) i n  J u n e a u ,  and 13 (17%) from seven o t h e r  A laskan  c o m m u n i t i e s .  Of the 75 
cass_s, 59 (79%) o c c u r r e d  i n  a d u l t s .  These  75 c a s e s  r e p r e s e n t e d  a d r a m a t i c  i n c r e a s e  over  the  
number o f  h e p a t i t i s  A c a s e s  r e p o r t e d  d u r i n g  the  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  1986 and the  l a s t  3 y e a r s  
( F i g u r e ) .  In a l l ,  104 c a s e s  o f  h e p a t i t i s  A were r e p o r t e d  i n  1936.

•  Of 41 cases  among Anchorage r e s i d e n t s ,  37 were conf i rmed  s i n c e  O c t o b e r  4 ,  1986.
22 were male ,  19 were f e m a le .
11 were N a t i v e ,  30 were n o n - N a t i v e .
36 ware a d u l t s ,  5 were c h i l d r e n .

•  Of the  36 a d u l t s ,  30 (83%) were be tween  the  ages  20 and 39 ( T a b le  1 ) .
•  Of 22 c a se s  f u l l y  i n t e r v i e w e d  f o r  r i s k  f a c t o r s ,  17 (77%) a d m i t t e d  d rug  u s e ,  e i t h e r  IV o r  

m a r i ju a n a ;  o n l y  3 (14%) had c h i l d r e n  l e s s  than  6 .  ~
•  Aitnougn e i g h t  sm a l l  c l u s t e r s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i th  h e p a t i t i s  A were i d e n t i f i e d ,  no common 

so urce  was found .
•  Of the  41 Anchorage c a s e s ,  a t  l e a s t  21 l i v e d  in  midtown o r  downtown. O t h e r  c a s e s  were 

s c a t t e r e d  th ro u g h o u t  town.

A s i m i l a r  o u t b r e a k  o f  h e p a t i t i s  A i n  the  d rug  community was r e c o g n i z e d  18 months ago 
i n  the. S t a t e  o f  Washington  and  I s  c o n t i n u i n g .  S e v e ra l  o t h e r  s t a t e s  i n c l u d i n g  C o n n e c t i c u t ,  
Oregon,  and Oklahoma have a l s o  r e p o r t e d  o u t b r e a k s  i n  t h i s  same r i s k  g r o u p .  Q u e s t io n s  conc e rn ­
in g  p a r e n t e r a l  t r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  h e p a t i t i s  A th ro u g h  use o f  s h a r e d  n e e d l e s  and IV d rugs  remain 
unanswered .  Samples  o f  m a r i j u a n a  p r o v i d e d  to  the D i v i s i o n  o f  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  f o r  t e s t i n g  have 
shown massive  f e c a l  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  and may be i m p l i c a t e d  in  t r a n s m i s s i o n . F u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
w i l l  be n e c e s s a r y  to c o n f i r m  t h i s  f i n d i n g .

A major  concern  i s  t h a t  h e p a t i t i s  A may be i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  r u r a l  A l a s k a .  Once e s t a b l i s h e d ,
the  d i s e a s e  may be d i f f i c u l t  to c o n t r o l ,  a s  i t  proved to be i n  the  p a s t .

I t  i s  Im p e ra t iv e  t h a t  a l l  p h y s i c i a n s  and  o t h e r ,  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r s  r e q u e s t  the p ro p e r  
s e r o l o g i c  t e s t s  on n i l  s u s p e c t e d  c a s e s  o f  h e p a t i t i s .  H e p a t i t i s  s c r e e n i n g  i s  a v a i l a b l e  
th rough the  s t a t e  l a b .  A l l  p h y s i c i a n s  and  o t h e r  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r s  s h o u l d  immed ia te ly
r e p o r t ,  by phone, any  s u s p e c t e d  c a s e s  o f  h e p a t i t i s  to ou r  o f f i c e  so t h a t  we can  i n t e r v i e w  a l l
new c a s e s .

(Repor ted  by Ronald B o i se n ,  M.D.)

H e p a tit is  A in  A laska , 1983 -  1986
N -  1 0 9
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I l l  I F  

T J M  [ K E I H I I U T M
LEGISLATIVE A F FA IR S  A G EN CY

M E M O R A N D U M

T O :  H o u s e  H e s s  C o m m i t t e e

A t t n :  C h r i s

F R O M :  C a s s i e  R u s s e l l

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  H a n l e y ' s  O f f i c e

S U B J E C T :  A d d i t i o n a l  I t e m s  f o r  S B  3 2  f i l e :

P l e a s e  a d d  t h e  a t t a c h e d  i t e m s  t o  y o u r  f i l e  o n  S e n a t e  B i l l  3 2 ,  A n  

A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  m a r i j u a n a . "

1. L e t t e r  f r o m  R a y  S c h a l o w  d a t e d  A p r i l  1 5 ,  1 9 8 8

2. R e s o l u t i o n  # 2 9 4 7  &  R e s o l u t i o n  # 8 8 - 0 3 8  i n  s u p p o r t  

o f  r e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n .

3. L e t t e r  d a t e d  4 / 9 / 8 8  f r o m  G a t e w a y  H u m a n  S e r v i c e s  A d v i s o r y  B o a r d ,  

K e t c h i k a n ,  A l a s k a ,  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  r e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n .

4. L e t t e r  d a t e d  4 / 1 1 / 8 8  f r o m  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  P h a r m a c y ,  i n  s u p p o r t  

o f  r e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n .

POUCHY STAtE CAPIIO l 
JUNIAU A IA SKA99B II 

90/ 465 3800

T h a n k  Y o u .



Y - 1 0 - W

2 0 1  G a l l e o n  D r i v e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 1 5  
( 9 0 7 ) 5 6 2 - 2 5 6 2  
A p r i l  1 5 ,  1 9 8 8

H o n o r a b l e  B i l l  H u d s o n  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P . O .  B o x  V  ( M S  3 1 0 0 )
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  H u d s o n :

T h e r e  i s  o n e  i s s u e  s u r r o u n d i n g  S e n a t e  B i l l  3 2 ,  “ A n  A c t  R e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  
R e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  o f  M a r i j u a n a "  t h a t  h a s  a l l u d e d  p u b l i c  n o t i c e  b u t  c o u l d  b e  
c a t a s t r o p h i c  f o r  o u r  s t a t e  a n d  i t s  a b i l i t y  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  w h o l e  i s s u e  o f  
s u b s t a n c e  a b u s e .

! n  1 9 8 6  C o n g r e s s  p a s s e d  t h e  O m n i b u s  D r u g  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  
B i l l  f o r  w h i c h  A l a s k a  w a s  a l l o c a t e d  $ 2  m i l l i o n .  A t  t h e  t i m e ,  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  
t h o s e  f u n d s  w e r e  l i m i t e d  a n d  c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  d o l l a r s  w a s  i n t e n s e .
C o n g r e s s  a n d  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  l o o k e d  u n f a v o r a b l y  a t  A l a s k a  a n d  o u r  
l i b e r a l i z e d  d r u g  l a w s  a n d  o n l y  a f t e r  i n t e n s i v e  l o b b y i n g  b y  S e n a t o r  
M u r k o w s k i  w e r e  t h e  f u n d s  f i n a l l y  r e l e a s e d  t o  o u r  s t a t e .  ~

N o w  i n  1 9 8 8 ,  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t e  h a s  p a s s e d  S B  2 2 0 5  w h i c h  
p r o v i d e s  e m e r g e n c y  f u n d i n g  o f  $ 3 . 6  b i l l i o n  t h a t  w i l l  i n s u r e  t h e  
c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  1 9 8 6  p r o g r a m s .  A l a s k a ' s  s h a r e  h a s  b e e n  t a r g e t e d  a t  $ 6  
m i l l i o n .  B u t  r e s o u r c e s  a r e  e v e n  m o r e  l i m i t e d  t o d a y  a n d  t h e  p r e s s u r e  i s  
i n t e n s e  i n  C o n g r e s s  t o  a l l o c a t e  m o n i e s  t o  s t a t e s  t h a t  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  d r u g  
i s s u e  i n  a  r e s p o n s i b l e  m a n n e r .  P a r e n t h e t i c a l l y ,  t h e  r e c a l c i t r a n c e  o f  o u r  
l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  a b o l i s h  t h e  o n l y  l i b e r a l i z e d  d r u g  l a w  i n  t h e  u n i o n  h a s  p l a c e d  
u s  i n  s e r i o u s  j e o p a r d y  o f  l o o s i n g  $ 6  m i l l i o n  i n  f e d e r a l  f u n d s .  T h e s e  f u n d s  
a r e  u r g e n t l y  n e e d e d  t o  c o m b a t  o u r  g r o w i n g  d r u g  p r o b l e m .

W e  t a k e  p r i d e  t h a t  o u r  s t a t e  i s  k n o w n  a s  t h e  " L a s t  F r o n t i e r " ;  l e t  u s  n o t  
b e  h o o d w i n k e d  i n t o  b e i n g  t h e  " L a s t  F o o l - t i e r " .

S i n c e r e l y ,



A l a s k a  ^>tatc l e g i s l a t u r e

CHAIRMAN. LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PO BOX V
CHAIRMAN. OIL AND GAS COMMITTEE JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811

CAPITOL ROOM ’ 25 
O FFICE 1907) 465-383-5 

HOM E (907) 780-602'

SENATOR BETTYE FAH REN KAM P  W H IL E  IN J U N E A u

S e n a t e

M E M O R A N D U M

R epres e n t a t i v e  J o h n n y  Ellis, Co-Ch airman
House Health, E d u c a t i o n  and Social Serv ices Committe e

Senator  /.Bettye Fahrenkam p

SB 32, Relat i n g  to mari juana

February 24, 1938

A t t a c h e d  for your information are copies of all the 
corre s p o n d e n c e  I have received on SB 32 from m y  district. Since 
the begin n i n g  of this session, I have rec eived eight letters, 
POM's, and telegrams. Only one expre ssed support for the bill.
I hope this gives you some indic ation of how the p e o p l e  of 
Fairbanks feel about their c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  p r o t ected right to 
privacy.

If I can provide you with  further information, please let me 
know.

515 7TH AVENUE, SUITE 130 
FAIRBANKS. ALASKA 99701 
OFFICE (907) 452 -1882 
HOM E (907) 456-2899

TO:

FROM:

RE:

DATE:
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P U B L I C  O P I N I O N  M E S S A G E

D E A R :  S E N A T O R  F A H P E N K A H P

n a m e :  g e n e  w i l l i a m s
T I T L E :

A D D R E S S :  7 8 1  9  M I L E  H I L L  ROAD
C I T Y :  F A I P B A N K S  Z I P :  9 9 7 1 2

F H C N E :  4 8 S - 9 0 0 8  
B I L L  N O :  S B  3 9
S U B J E C T :  R E A L  E S T A T E  C O M M I S S I O N / R E A L T O R S  
M E S S A G E :  HOW MANY T I M E S  M U ST  Y O U  H E A R  TH E  F A C T S  B E r O P E  B E L I E V I N G  T H E M .  F A C T  -  

M A R I J U A N A  I S  L E S S  A D D I C T I V E  TH A N  C O F F E E  ANO T C B A C C O  AND L E S S  I N T O X I C A T I N G  TH A N A L  
C O H O L .  H Y F O C R I S Y  I S  A L W A Y S  MORE D A N G E R O U S  THAN  ANY S U B S T A N C E  B E C A U S E  I T  
U N D E R M IN E S  TH E  R E A L  T R U T H S  T H E R E  A R E  I N  THE  LAWS OF  T H I S  L A N D .

E O M - F Z

P O M I D :  0 7 0 9 5 7 4 0  
D A T E :  0 2 / 1 9 / 8 8  
T I M E :  0 9 : 5 7 : 4 0  

L I O N A M E :  F A I R B A N K S  L I O

C O P I E S :  S E N A T O P S

C O G H I L L
F A N N IN G



PU B L IC  O P IN IO N  MESSAGE

D E A R :  S E N A T O R  FA H P E N K A M P

N A M E :  L L O Y D  Y S T E N E S ,  J R .
T I T L E :

A D D R E S S :  9 3 9  L A T H R O P  S T . ,  S 3
C I T Y :  F A I R B A N K S  Z I P :  9 9 7 0 1

P H O N E :  4 5 2 - 4 3 9 6  
B I L L  N O :  S B  3 2
S U 3 J E C T :  F E N A L T Y  FO R  P O S S E S S I O N  O F  M A R I J U A N A
M E S S A G E :  I  WOULD  L I K E  TO  U R G E  YO U  T O  V O T E  A G A I N S T  I T  -  TO  K E E P  I T  L E G A L .

THANK  Y O U . E O M /M JO

P O M IO :  0 7 0 8 3 1 0 9  
D A T E :  0 2 / 1 9 / 8 8  
T I M E :  0 8 : 3 1 : 0 9  

L I O N A M E :  F A I R B A N K S  L I O

C O P I E S :  P E P P E S E N T A T I V E S  5 E N A T O P S

B O Y E R
D A V I S
F R A N K
K O P O N E N
M I L L E R
D O N L E Y
E L L I S
G P U E N 3 E R G
H A N L E Y
H U D S O N
P H I L L I P S

C O G H I L L
F A N N IN G



PU B L IC  O P IN IO N  MESSAGE PU B L IC  O P IN IO N  MESSAGE

SE N A T O R  F A H R E N K A M P

B R O T H E R  TOM PA TM O R  
L E G I S L A T I V E  A D V I S O R  
P . O .  B O X  1 2 9  
C LA I1  g u l c h  M/R-

r t B
8 8

Z I P :  9 9 6 5 8

J A P A N ' S  A T T E M P T  T O  A N N E X  A N C H O RA G E
D O N ' T  T A K E  TOM F I N K  TO O  S E R I O U S L Y .  H E  M U S T  E I T H E R  S U P P O R T  S E G R E G A T IO N  

TOO N A IV E  T O  R E A L I Z E  T H A T  B U I L D I N G  A H I G H  S C H O O L  J U S T  F O R  J A P A N E S E  
I S  J U S T  T H E  F I R S T  S T E P  O F  A J A P A N E S E  P L O T  T O  T A K E  C O N T R O L  O F  T H E  W HOLE 
iCHOPAGEi B E C A U S E  J A P A N  L A C K S  S P A C E  T O  E X P A N D .

D E A R :  S E N A T O R  F A H R E N K A M P

N A M E :  
T I T L E :  

A D D R E S S :  
C I T Y :  

P H O N E :  
B I L L  N O :  
5 U D J E C T :  
M E S S A G E :

K I M  S C O T T

1 1 8 5  P U E B L O  S T .
N O R T H  P O L E  Z I P :  9 9 7 0 5
N / R -  
S B  3 2
P E N A L T Y  F O R  P O S S E S S I O N  O F  M A R I J U A N A
V O T E  N O  B E C A U S E  T H E  R I G H T  T O  P O S S E S S  A N D / O R  GPOW  A S M A L L  AMOUNT 

W I T H O U T  I N T E N T  T O  S E L L  F O R  S T R I C T L Y  P E R S O N A L  U S E  S H O U L D  N U T  B E  A C R I M E .
H A I IY  P E O P L E  DO  N O T  D R I N K  D U T  L I K E  T O  GO HOME A t iD  SM O K E  A J O I N T  I N S T E A D .
T H E Y  D O  N O T  S T O P  A T  A B A R  AND G E T  D R U N K  AND  C R E A T E  A P O S S I B L E  P U B L I C  S A F E T Y  
P R O B L E M .  I T  W OULD  C R E A T E  AN  A L R E A D Y  O V E R B U R D E N  C O U R T  S Y S T F ’  . E O N / i I J O

ON TO  
ON

1 3 0 0 3 3 3 9  
0 2 / 1 7 / 8 8  
0 8 : 3 3 : 3 9  
S O L C O T N A  L I O

P O M I D :  C 7 0 8 1 0 1 0  
D A T E :  0 2 / 1 7 / 0 8  
T I M E :  0 8 : 1 8 : 1 8  

L I O N A M E :  F A I R B A N K S  L I O

P E P P E S E N T A T I V E S R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S S E N A T O R S C O P I E S :  S E N A T O R S

ADAMS B A R N E S A BO OD H A L F O R D
B O U C H E R B O Y E R B I N K L E Y K E L L Y
BROWN C A TO C O G H I L L S T U R G U L E W S K I
C O L L I N S C O T T E N D U N C A N S Z Y M A N S K I
D A V ID S O N D A V I S E L I A S O N Z H A R O F F
D O N L E Y E L L I S F A I K S B I N K L E Y
F R A N K F U R N A C E F A N N IN G D UN CA N
G O L L G R U E N B E R G F I S C H E R F I S C H E R
G R U 3 S E N D O R F H A N L E Y H A L F O R D H E N S L E Y
H ERRM ANN H OFFM A N H E N S L E Y U E H L I N G
H U D SO N K O P O N E N J O N E S F A N N IN G
LA R S O N M A R T IN J O S E P H S O N J O N E S
MENARD M I L L E R K E L L Y J O S E P H S O N
N A V A R RE P E A R C E K E R T T U L A K E R T T U L A
P E T T Y J O H N P H I L L I P S R O D E Y F A I K S
PO U R C H O T R I E G E R S T U R G U L E W S K I R O D E Y
S H U L T Z S P R I N G E R S Z Y M A N S K I E L I A S O N
SUND SNACKM ANM ER U E H L I N G C O G H I L L
TAYLOR U L M E R Z I I A R O F F ABOOD
W A L L I S Z A W A C K I



PU B L IC  o p i n i o n  MESSAGE p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  m e s s a g e

d e a r :  s e i i a t o r  f a i i r e m k a n p d e a r :  s e i i a t o r  f a i i r e h k a m p

I I A I 1 E :  D E L  TH O RM G REM  
T I U E :

7 5 0  E S T E R  L O O P  RO A D  
E S T E R  
4 7 9 - 2 6 5 4  
S B  3 2
P E N A L T Y  F O R  P 0 S S E S S I 0 I 1  OF  M A R I J U A I I A  
I  AM A G A IM S T  I T .  E O M /M JO

A D D R E S S :  
C I T Y :  

r i l O I I E :  
D I L L  I I O :  
S U D J E C T :  
M E S S A G E :

Z I P :  9 9 7 0 5

F t f l  1  Q  1 9 0 8 n a m e :  g o r d o i i  T H O M P S O n
T I T L E :

A D D R E S S :  2 7 5 5  I L I A M I I A  
C I T Y :  A M C I IORAGE  

P I I 0 I 1 E :  2 7 9  
B I L L  I I O :  H B

Z I P :  9 9 5 1 7
2 5 5 4  
9 3

S U B J E C T :  E S T A B L I S H  S Y S T E M  O F  R E C R E A T I O H  R I V E R S
M E S S A G E :  I  S U P P O R T  H B  9 3 .  I  AM A P R I V A T E  P I L O T  AMD U S E  T H E  R I V E R S  A T  L E A 3 1  
T I M E S  A Y E A R  A S  A R E C R E A T I O I I A L  R I V E R .  I  S U P P O R T  T H E  B I L L  B E C A U S E  I T  P R E S E f  

T H E  U N I Q U E  R E C R E A T I O I I A L  A R E A  W I T H  E A S Y  A C C E S S  F O R  T H E  M A J O R I T Y  O F  A H C I IO RA G E  
R E S I O E H T S .  I  T I 1 I I I K  T H E S E  R I V E R S  A R E  AH  IM P O R T A H T  E C O H O M IC  S O U R C E .  I  WOULD  L I  
T O  S E E  T H I S  C O N T I N U E .

P O M I O :  0 7 1 3 5 5 2 3  
D A T E :  0 2 / 1 8 / 0 3  
T I M E :  1 3 : 5 5 : 2 3  

L I O N A M E :  F A I R B A N K S  L I O

C O P I E S :  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  S E N A T O R S

B O Y E R
D A V I S
F R A N K
K O P O I I E U
M I L L E R

C O G H I L L
F A N N IN G

P O M I D :  0 3 1 5 1 0 3 7  
D A T E :  0 2 / 1 8 / 8 8  
T I M E :  1 5 : 1 0 : 3 7  

L I O N A M E :  A N C H O RA G E  L I O

C O P I E S :  S E N A T O R S

A BO OD
B I N K L E Y
C O G H I L L
D UN CA N
E L I A S O N
F A I K S
F A N N IN G
F I S C H E R
H A L F O R D
H E N S L E Y
J O N E S
J O S E P H S O N
K E L L Y
K E R T T U L A
R O D E Y
S T U R G U L E W S K I
S Z Y M A N S K I
U E H L I N G
Z H A R O F F



PU B L IC  O P IN IO N  MESSAGE P U B L IC  O P IN IO N  MESSAGE

D E A R :  SE N A TO R  F A H R E N K A M P D E A R :  S E N A T O R  F A H R E N K A M P

NAME: 
T I T L E :  

D D R E 5 S :  
c m :  

PH O N E :  
I L L  NO :  
L 'Q JECT :  
E SSA GE :

L Y N E T T E  C L A R K

2 5 2 1  O L D  S T E E S E  HWY
F A I R D A N K S  Z I P :  9 9 7 1 2
4 5 7 - 1 8 8 4
S B  3 2
P E N A L T Y  F O R  P O S S E S S I O N  O F  h A R I J U A N A
S B  3 2  i  MB 5 5 :  I  AM S T U D Y I N G  T H E  R E S E A R C H  ON  H B  5 5  A i n )  S B

*0 0

I L L S  AND H O PE  T O  S E E  A T E L E C O N F E R E N C E  S E T  U P  ON  B O T H  T H E S E  B I L L S .
3 2
I  AM

ERY CON CERN ED  W I T H  C O N T E N T  O F  B O T H  B I L L S  AND  T H E  O B V I O U S  I N V A S I O N  O F  AN
3 I V I D U A L 1 S  C O N S T I T U T I O N A L  P R I V A C Y .  
OTH B I L L S  AND T E L E C O N F E R E N C E  D A T E .

P L E A S E  S E N D  ME YO U R  
E O M / M J O / C

P O S I T I O N  ON

N A M E :  
T I T L E :  

A D D R E S S :  
C I T Y :  

P H O N E : 
B I L L  N O :  
S U B J E C T :  
M E S S A G E :

N A N C Y  N E E L

P O  B O X  0 7 6 6 0 6
W A S I L L A  Z I P :  9 9 6 8 7
3 7 3 - 5 2 5 2  
S B  1 9 1
O U T F I T T I N G  I N  T H E  F I E L D ;  G U I D E  L I C E N S E
I  S U P P O R T  S B 1 9 1 . T H E  I N D U S T R Y  I N  A L A S K A  MUCH L I K E  C O M M E R C IA L  F I S H I N G  

H A S  B E E N  W E L L  R E G U L A T E O  I N  P A S T .  B O T H  L I M I T E O  E N T R Y  F I S H I N G  AND  E X C L U S I V E  
G U I D E  A R E A  C O N C E P T  H A V E  W O R KE D  W E L L  T O  C O N T R O L  H A R V E S T  O F  O U R  R E S O U R C E S .  

U N R E G U L A T E D  O U T F I T T I N G  CAN  N O  LO N G E R  B E  T O L E R A T E D  N O R  C AN  O U R  R E S O U R C E S  S T A N D  
T H E  I N C R E A S E D  P R E S S U R E .

P O H ID :  0 7 1 5 2 6 0 6  
D A T E :  0 2 / 0 1 / 8 8  
T I M E :  1 5 : 2 6 : 0 6  

tONAME: F A I R B A N K S  L I O

: 0 P I E S :  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  S E N A T O R S

O A V I S
B O Y E R
F R A N K

F A N N IN G
C O G H I L L
B I N K L E Y
E L I A S O N
F A I K S
H E N S L E Y
J O N E S

[ j - f i
-  \y

P O M I O :
D A T E :
T I M E :

1 4 1 5 3 7 4 4
02/ 01/88
15:37:A4

L I O N A M E :  M A T - S U  L I O

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S S E N A T O R S

ADAM S B A R N E S A BOOD
B O U C H E R B O Y E R B I N K L E Y
BRO W N C A T O C O G H I L L
C O L L I N S C O T T E N D U N C A N
D A V I D S O N D A V I S E L I A S O N
D O N L E Y E L L I S F A I K S
F R A N K F U R N A C E F A N N IN G
G O L L G R U E N B E R G F I S C H E R
G R U 5 S E N D O R F H A N L E Y H A L F O R D
H ERRM A NN H O FFM A N H E N S L E Y
H U D S O N K O P O N E N J O N E S
L A R S O N M A R T IN J O S E P H S O N
M ENARD M I L L E R K E L L Y
N A V A R R E P E A R C E K E R T T U L A
P E T T Y J O H N P H I L L I P S R O D E Y
P O U R C H O T R I E G E R S T U R G U L E W S K I
S H U L T Z S P R I N G E R S Z Y M A N S K I
SU NO SWACKHAMMER U E H L I N G
T A Y L O R U L M E R Z H A R O F F
W A L L I S Z A W A C K I

NO  R E S P O N S E  R E Q U I R E D



Sb 32, a bill to m o d e r n i z e  our s t a t e  m a r i j u a n a  laws pa s s e d  the S e n a t e  15-3 on 

F e b r u a r y  10, 1980.

Thi s bill is now  in the H o u s e  H ESS C o m m i t t e e  c h a i r e d  by R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  E l l i s  

and Koponen.

We have  received a s s u r a n c e s  in writ in g  fro m  the f o l l o w i n g  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  that 

the y will vote for this bill when it r e a c h e s  the floor:

Ben Grussendorf, Spea k e r  R a m o n a  Barnes

H.A. Boucher V i r g i n i a  C o l l i n s  1 • ■T j ; -

Walt Furn a c e  A l y c e Ha n l e y

Bill Hudson T erry Martin

Dru e P e a r c e  ■ Fritz Pe t t y j o h n

C.E. Sw a c k h a m me r  Robin Taylor

J a m e s  Zawacki M i k e  Miller

r

Rep. Ron Larson and R a n dy  P h i l l i p s  r e s p o n d e d  that b e c a u s e  of c h a n g e s  that may 

ha p p e n  to the bill be f o r e  it r e a c h e s  the f loor t hey are at t h i s  t i m e  

uncommitted.

On Oct. 29, 19137 Rep. Fran U lmer w r o t e  to Rep. Ma r t in  r e g a r d i n g  H B  5 5  asking to 

be a co-sponsor, and stating that she would wor k  wit h Rep. M a r t i n  to get the 

l e g i sl a t i o n  passed. However, on Feb. 9, 1988 in a letter t o  our o f f i c e  she 

stated that our for m  asking for a po s i t i o n  was too narrow. S h e  e n c l o s e d  a c o p y  

of a letter to S a n d y  S p a r g o  and Bobi Trani in Juneau, w h e r e  a m o n g  o t he r  t h i n g s  

she stated that she fa v o r s  a c i t a t i o n  m a i 1 in bai 1 a p p r o a c h  for w h a t  sh e r e f e r s  

to as a "cookie jar criminal".

You c ould in fact refer to thi s  as a c o o k i e  jar criminal for 4 oz. of m a r i j u a n a  

w o u l d  F I L L  most c oo k i e  jars. This 4 oz. of m a r i j u a n a  if ;.t is t h e  t y p e  with a 

THC content of 47. to 67. ha s a street v a l u e  of a p r o x i m a t e l y  $1800.

Our p o s ition is that in order for A l a s k a n S o c i e t y  to stop u sing m a r i j u a n a  t here 

h a s  to be a strong d e t e rr e n t  to the us e  of marijuana.

A $ 2 5  ticket or even a $ 100 ti c k e t  as s u p p o r t e d  by Rep. S und w i t h o u t  a n y  jail 

t i m e  p e n al t y  included is not, in our opinion, a strong de terrent. S B  32 c a l l s  

for a MAXI M U M  fine of $ 1 0 0 0  and/or a M A X I M U M  jail t e r m  of 9 0  days. P l e a s e  

r e m e m o e r  that j u d g e s  r ar e l y  g i v e  m a x i m u m  sentences.

A re p o r t  of the council on S c i e n t i f i c  af f a i r s  from the  A m e r i c a n  Medical

A s s o c i a t i o n  in D e c e m b e r of 1980 stated:

•The AM A  has long o p p os e d  e x c e s s i v e  and u n r e a l i s t i c  p e n a l t i e s  for p o s s e s s i o n  of 

small a m o un t s  of t h i s  drug for personal use. Never t h e l e s s , l e g i s l a t i v e  ac t i o n 

as d e s ig n e d  to m o d e r a t e  p e n a l t i e s  far p o s s e s s i o n  should be such a n a t u r e  as to 

d i s c o u r a g e  use and not to support m i s c o n c e p t i o n s  that m a r i j u a n a  is a h a r m l e s s  

substance. Th e  fact that m a r i j u a n a  m ay  p r o v e  to h a v e  t h e r a p e u t i c  v a l u e  in

medical p r a c t i c e  d o e s  not i n d icate that it is a s afe drug for r e c r e a t i o n a l

use. L e g i s l a t o r s  sh o u l d  keep in mind the p r i m a r y  need to g i v e  y o u n g  p e o p l e  a 

c lear m e s s a g e  that m a r i j u a n a  u s e  may be h a z a r d o u s  and is n o t  s a n c t i o n e d  or 

e n d o r s e d  by society.

F I N E S  , A L T H O U G H  M O R E  A P P R O P R I A T E  P E N A L T I E S  T H A N  P R I S O N  S E N T E N C E S  W H E N  A P P L I E D  

TO P 0 S S E S S S I O N  FOR P E R S O N A L  USE, S H O U L D  BE L A R G E  E N O U G H  TO C O N S T I T U T E  A 

D E T E R R E N T  TO USE.

A L A S K A N S  FOR DRUG F R E E  Y OUTH 

E x e c u t i v e  Board



R A V I N v . S T A T E

M a y  28, 197*5
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9. CONSTITUTIONAl. I.AW

Right of p r i v a c y  ir the home m u s t  yield w hen it i n t e r f e r e s  in 

a serious m a n n e r  with the health, safety, r i g h t s  and p r i v e l e d g e s  of o t h e r s  

or w it h  the public welfare.

CO M M E N T :  C o n s i d e r  p a s s i v e  smok i n g ( i n h a l a t i o n  of smoke by o t h e r s  n e a r

smoker) by spouse and c h ildren. C h i l d r e n  learn by e x a m p le  - c o n s i d e r  

the e d u c a t i o n  c h i l d r e n  get with m a r i j u a n a  use in the home.

16. C O N S T I T U T I O N A L  LAW

T h e  right of an individual to do as he p l e a s e s  is not a b s o l u t e  

and it ca n  m e  ma d e  to yield w hen it begins to infringe o n  the ri g ht s  and 

w e l f a r e  of others, (stated a g a i n  o n  509)

COMMENT: A dult m a y  use m o n e y  n e e d e d  for fa m i l y  food and shel t e r  f o r  drug

use and accessories. T h e  u ser m a y  be too impair e d  to c ar e  for h i s  o r  h e r 

family and their basic needs.

19. HEA L T H  A N D  E N V I R O N M EN T

When there is s u bs t a n t i a l  d oubt as to safety of a g i v e n  s u b s t a n c e  

o r  sit ua t i o n  of pu b l i c  health, c o n t r o l s  i n t ended to o b v i a t e  the d a n g e r  will 

u s u a l l y  be upheld. (Stated a g a i n  on 510)

C O M M EN T :  N e w  i n f o r m at i o n  is n o w  d o c u m e n t e d  f r o m  m a n y  h i g h l y  r el i a b l e

sources s ub s t a n t i a t i n g  the m a n y  d a n g e r s  of m a r i j u a n a ,  ie. Re p o r t  of the 

C o u n c i l  on Scien t i f ic  Affai r s,  A m e r i c a n  M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n,  1980.

Page 500

At some point, the states interest in s a f e g u a r d i n g  health, m a i n t a i n i n g  

m e d i c a l  standards, and p r o t e c t i n g  p o tential life beco me s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  

c o m p e l l i n g  to sustain r e g u l ations. O n e  d o e s  not, the S u p r e m e  C o u r t  said, 

h a v e  an unl i m i t e d  right to do wit h  o n e ' s  body as o n e  plea.ies.

C O M M EN T :  P L E A S E  R E R E A D  T H E  LAS T  SENTENCE!

Page 505

M o s t  m a r i j u a n a  a v a i l a b l e  in the Un i t ed  S t a t e s  h a s  a TH C  c o n t e n t  of less 

than one percent.

C O M M EN T :  T H C  content today m a y  r a n g e from 4-107..
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It a p p e a r s  that use of m ar i j u a n a ,  a s  it is p r e s e n t l y  used in the U n i t e d  St at e s  

today, d o e s  no t  c o n s t i t u t e  a pu b l i c  h e a l t h  p r o b l e m  of a n y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i me n sions.

C O M MENT: T h i s  sta t em e n t  ia n o w  inaccurate. M a r i j u a n a  us e  is a pu b l ic  h ea l t h  

p r o b l e m  as d e c l a r e d  by the World H e a l t h  O r g a n i z a t i o n ,  National I n s t i t u t e  of 

Drug Abuse, National F e d e r a t i o n  of Parents for Drug F r e e  Youth, R e p o r t  of the 

Council on Scie n t i f i c  A f f a i r s  - A M A  and e v e r y o n e  who w o r k s  wit h  the p eo p l e  

impaired by m a r i j u a n a  use..



Ravin v. state conti nua tio n
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64 We recognize that m o r e  potent forms of c a n n a b i s  than m a r i j u a n a  ar e

coranonly used in o t h e r  c ountries and are a v a i l a b l e  o n  a limited scale here. H ow e v e r ,

studies of use patte r n s  here do no t  indicate any g r e a t  liklihood of a

significant shift in use here  to the m o r e  potent substances. If such a shift

we r e  to occur, then m a r ijuana use could be c h a r a c t e r i z e d  as a serious he a lt h

problem.

COMME N T :  H a s h is h  is g rown and smoked by many. T h i s  is a mu c h  m o r e  potent

form of marijuana. Sensimillia can be refined to a TH C  content of u p w a r d s  

of 147..

Page 5 1 1

T h e  State has a legitimate conc e r n  with a v o i d i n g  the spread of m a r i j u a n a  

use to ad o l e s c e n t s  who may not be equipped w i t h  the m a t u r i t y  to h a n d l e  the 

exper i e n c e  prudently, as well as a l e gitimate c o n c e r n  with the p r o b l e m  of 

driv i n g  under the influence of m a rijuana. Yet these Interest a r e  i n s u f f i ci e n t  

to Justify Intrusions into the rights of a d u l t s  in the p r i v a c y  of their own 

homes.

COMMENT: What is M O K E  important than influencing y o u r  c h ildren?
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We wish to m a k e  tear that we do not m e a n  to c o n d o n e  the use of m a r i j u a n a

COMMENT: WE H A V E  C O N D O N E D  T H E  U S E  OF M A RI J U A N A .  IT IS T I M E  TO R E P A I R  T H E

MISTAKE!

"IN VIEW  OF T H E  E V I DENCE OF P O S S I B L E  A D V E R S E  EFFE C T S  OF M A R I J U A N A  USE, T H E  

SALE OF, OR O T H E R  T R A F F I C K I N G  IN M A R I J U A N A  SH O U LD  BE SUBJECT T O  S T R JN C E N T  

PENALTIES A N D  V I C OKOUS PROSE C U T IO N . "  AMA S C I E N T I F I C  A F F A I R S  COUNCIL.
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P a g e  1 .

3 /  l b / d d

T h e  R a v i n  d e c i s i o n  of h a y  2 8 ,  1 9 / b  s t a t e s  o n  P a g e  4 9 4  2.

C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  iaw:
" O n c e  a f u n d a m e n t a l  r i g h t  u n d e r  S t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  h a s  b e e n  

s n o w n  t o  b e  i n v o l v e d  a n d  it h a s  b e e n  f u r t h e r  s h o w n  t h a t  t h i s  

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  p r o t e c t e d  r i g h t  h a s  b e e n  i m p a i r e d  b y  
g o v e r n m e n t a l  a c t i o n  - g o v e r n m e n t  m u s t  c o m e  f o r w a r d  2< m e e t  i t ' s  
s u b s t a n t i a l  b u r d e n  of e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h a t  a b r i d g e m e n t  i n  q u e s t i o n  

w a s  j u s t i f i e d  b y  a c o m p e l l i n g  g o v e r n m e n t a l  i n t e r e s t . "

In i i g n t  ut t n e  a b o v e  f i n d i n g  a n d  t h e  c o s t  of d r u g  a b u s e ,  

b o t n  in d o l l a r s  &  h u m a n  e n e r q i e s  ?< o f  w m c h  m a r i j u a n a  i s  o n e  of 

t h e  m o s t  o f t e n  a b u s e d  d r u g s ;  n o w  c a n  w e  a l l o w  l e g a l  m a r i j u a n a /

Hi coital LODcircro n a v e  b e e n  l e g a l  ?< a c c e p t e d  in o u r  s o c i e t y

s i n c e  t h e  f o u n d i n g  or o u r  n a t i o n .  T h e  s i c k n e s s  t h e s e  t w o  d r u g s  
h a v e  c a u s e d  a n d  a r e  c a u s i n g  is w e l l  d o c u m e n t e d .  B u t ,  s i n c e  t h e  

6 0 ' s  s o m e t n l n g  i s  d i f f e r e n t .  b u o d e n l y  c r i m e s  of a ll  k i n d s ,

p a r t i c u l a r l y  v i o l e n t  c r i m e  is r a m p a n t .  T e e n  p r e g n a n c i e s ,  t e e n  

s u i c i d e s ,  t e e n  a c c i d e n t s  a r e  e o i d e m i c . P e o p l e  p r e s e n t l y  in t h e i r  

2 0 ' s a r e  p a r t  of t h i s  g r o u p .  I n f e r t i l e  p a r e n t s  i s  a n o t h e r  b i g

c o n c e r n .  B rof e n  m a r r i a g e s ,  s e x u a l  a b u s e ,  r u n a w a y  &  t h r o w  a w a y  

k i d s ,  D u r g e o n i n g  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  c o s t s ,  j a i l  c o s t s  a n d  a d e s p e r a t e  

n e e d  t o r  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  t r e a t  a d d i c t e d  m i n o r  c h i l d r e n .  W h a t  h a s

beer. a d d e d  o r  w n a t  i s  n e w  in o u r  s o c i e t y ?  M A R I J U A N A  -  P o t  u s e

b e c a m e  h o t  n e w s  i n  t h e  o O ’s. L S D ,  P G P ,  c o c a i n e  f o l l o w e d  q u i c k l y .  

V e r y  q u i c k l y  w e  a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h e  d a n g e r s  of L S D  S< PCP ,  b u t

i g n o r e d  c o c a i n e  u n t i l  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  7 0 ' s .  S o c i e t y  p e r s i s t e d  in  

b e l i e v i n g  f a l l a c y  t h a t  m a r i j u a n a  i s  h a r m l e s s .  J u s t  o n e  c a s e  a s  

a n  e x a m p l e  of m a n y .  O n e  17 yr. o l d  in 1 9 7 2  s t a r t e d  s m o k i n g  p o t  

b e c a u s e  n e  w a s  t o l d  - a m o n g  o t h e r  t h i n g s  - t h a t  it w a s  h a r m l e s s  - 
c e r t a i n l y  n o t  a d d i c t i v e .  l o d a y  h e ' s  a r e c o v e r i n g  a d d i c t .  H i s
(Jruy of c h o i c e  - M a r i j u a n a .  W e  w e r e n ' t  l i s t e n i n g  o r  b e l i e v i n g
t h e  t r u t h  a b o u t  t h e  d r u g  in t h e  7 0 ' s. W e  w e r e  d e n y i n g  t h a t  it

w a s  a n o t h e r  " g a t e w a y "  d r u g  l i k e  t o b a c c o  &  a l c o h o l .
b o  w h a t  1 = h a p p e n i n g  t o d a y ?  F i r s t  s o m e  h i s t o r y .  In t h e  m a n y  

y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  8 0 ' s  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  a l c o h o l  &  a f e w  d r u g
t r e a t m e n t  p r o g r a m s .  A. A. w a s  t h e  p r e d o m i n a t e  s e l f - h e l p  p r o g r a m  &
t h e  b c h i c k  b h a d e l  a v e r s i o n  t r e a t m e n t  w e r e  t h e  m o s t  c o m m o n  -
p r o f i l e  ok a l c o h o l i c s  & a d d i c t s  g e n e r a l l y  w a s  m a l e s  4 0  2< o v e r .  

T h e r e  w e r e  v e r y  f e w  N . A .  ( N a r c o t i c s  A n o n y m o u s )  o r  s u p p o r t  g r o u p s  

f o r  f a m i l i e s  of t h e  a d d i c t s .

'loday in A n c h o r a g e  t h e r e  a r e  a b o u t  4 0  N . A .  m e e t i n g s  a  m o n t h .

In K e t c h i k a n  t h e r e  a r e  t w o  X-. t h r e e  A. A. m e e t i n g s  d a i l y  a n d  t h r e e
N . A .  m e e t i n g s  a w e e k .  T h e r e  a r e  A l a n o n  m e e t i n g s ,  p a r e n t  s u p p o r t  

g r o u p  m e e t i n g s  8*. a d u l t  c h i l d r e n  o f  A l c o h o l i c s  (or a d d i c t s )  e v e r y  

w e e k .  T h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r s  of m e e t i n g s  i s  a b o u t  21 a  w e e k .  T h e

a v e r a g e  n u m b e r  of p e o p l e  a t t e n d i n g  t h e s e  v a r i o u s  m e e t i n g s  ( s o m e

p e o p l e  a t t e n d  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  m e e t i n g  a week.) i s  2 7 4 .  E a c h  m e e t i n g  

c o n s u m e s  a p o u t  1 1 / 2  h r s .  ok t i m e  w h  c h  m e a n s  4 1 1  h r s .  a w e e k  a r e  

c o n s u m e d  in o u r  c o m m u n i t y  e a c n  w e e k  f o r  t h e s e  p e o p l e  t o  m a i n t a i n  

t h e i r  s o b r i e t y  &  s a n i t y .  T h a t ' s  a  l o t  of h u m a n  r e s o u r c e s  ?< 

e n e r g y  D e i n g  d e v e r t e d  f r o m  v a r i o u s  p o s i t i v e  u p - b u i l d i n g  c o m m u n i t y  

a c t i v i t i e s .  It c e r t a i n l y  t a k e s  a w a y  f r o m  o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s '  

c o l l e c t i v e  e n e r g y  2< t i m e  t o  e v e n  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  e l e c t i v e  o f f i c e s ,  

b o a r d s  c o m m i s s i o n s ,  a ll of w h i c h  a r e  p o s i t i v e  w a y s  t o  s e r v e  o u r  

f e l l o w m a n .

(
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N o w  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  c o a t  of d r u g  a b u s e  2< a d d i c t i o n  in .lust

t h r e e  a r e a s  i n  o u r  t o w n .  O u r  l o c a l  3 0  d a y  r e s i d e n t i a l  t r e a t m e n t

■facility is o v e r - f l o w i n g .  T h e  a g e s  ot t h e  i m p a i r e d  f o l l o w  t h e  

s a m e  t r e n d s  a s  t h e  A. A. ?, N . A .  a n d  a r e  w e l l  d o c u m e n t e d .  T h e

l m p a i r e a  a r e  b e g i n n i n g  a t  a g e  IB i n s t e a d  of 4 0  a n d  i t ’s b o t h  m a l e  

f e m a l e  i n s t e a d  of j u s t  m a l e .  T o d a y  t h e y  a r e  p o l y - d r u g  u s e r s .

In l e t c h n  a n  v i r t u a l l y  al 1 of t h e  r e s i d e n t s  a r e  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  

a l c o n o i  a n d  m a r i j u a n a  a n a  t h e n  t o  l e s s e r  d e g r e e s ,  c o c a i n e ,

a m p r . e t a m i n e s ,  d e p r e s s a n t s ,  e tc . W h a t  h a s  h a p p e n e d ?  M a r i j u a n a  is 

s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  h a r m l e s s  arid b e s i d e s  i t  c a n  o n l y  b e  u s e d  b y  p e o p l e  

19 2/ o v e r  in o n l y  t h e  p r i v a c y  o f  t h e i r  o w n  h o m e s  - y e t  w s  tax 

p a , e r r s  a r e  n o w  t o o t i n g  t h e i r  r e h a b  1 1 1 t a t i  o n  b i l l  in t h e  l o c a l  

relraCi n o u s e .  T h a t ' s  g u i  te a p u b l i c  e f f e c t  f o r  a s u p p o s e d l y  

p r i - a t e  u s e .

m  l e t c h i i a n  a r o u n d  8 0 ’/. of  a l l  p a t i e n t s  u s i n g  o u r  m e n t a l

h e a l t h  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  a b u s e r s  o f  o n e  o r  m o r e  d r u g s .  A g a i n  t h a t

f a c i l i t y  i s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  ta:: d o l l a r s  -  P U B L I C  M O N E Y S  - a n o t h e r  

a r e c .  T o d a y  in o u r  j a i l  8 5’/. -  90V. of t h e  i n m a t e s  h a v e

s i g n i f i c a n t  d r u g  ( i n c l u d i n g  a l c o h o l )  p r o b l e m s .  M o s t  of t h e  

a r r e s t  r e c o r d s  d o n e  a t  t n e  t i m e  o f  t h e  c r i m e ,  d o  n o t  s h o w  d r u g s  

as  b e i n g  i n v o l v e d  b e c a u s e  t e s t s  w e r e  n o t  d o n e .  T h e s e  d r u g  u s e  

f i g u r e s  c o m e  d i r e c t l y  f r o m  t h e  i n m a t e s  t h r o u g n  p e o p l e  w o r k i n g  in 

t h e  j a i l .  P e o p l e  w n o  a r e  t h e r e  t o  i d e n t i f y  ?< h e l p  t r e a t  t h e  

i n m a t e s  d r u g  p r o b l e m s .  f-igairi, t h e s e  i n m a t e s  p r e d o m i n a t e  d r u g s  of 
c h o i c e  a r e  a l c o n o i  i< m a r i j u a n a .  l i ue ss  w h o  is  p a y i n g  t h e  e x p e n s e s  
f o r  o p e r a t i n g  t h e  j a i l s ' 71 I h e  t a x p a y e r  s - t h e  p u b l i c !

n n o t h e r  a r e a  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  i s  a f f e c t e d  is  i n s u r a n c e  c o s t s .  

I n d u s t r i a l  a c c i d e n t s  f i g u r e s  s t a t e  t n a t  u p  t o  20V. of t h e  w o r k  
f o r c e  a r e  arucj a b u s e r s  .v. t n e y  c o n s u m e  8 0 ’/. of p r i v a t e  c o m p a n y ' s  

i n s u r a n c e  m o n e y s  c o v e r i n g  i l l n e s s  ?< a c c i d e n t s .  I n c i d e n t l y  t h o s e  
i n s u r a n c e  m o n e y s  g e n e r a l l y  d o  n o t  i n c l u d e  c o m p a n y  m o n e y s  t h a t  
c o v e r  e m p l o y e e  a s s i s t a n c e  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  p a y  f o r  a d d i c t i o n  or 
a b u s e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n .  W e  all k n o w  trie u n b e a r a b l y  h i g n  c o s t s  of

i n s u r a n c e .  D r u g  a b u s e  c e r t a i n l y  i s  a  m a j o r  c a u s a t i v e  r e a s o n .  W e  
a r e  a l l  a f f e c t e d  b y  d r u g  a b u s e  t n r e e  t i m e s  o v e r .

I t ' s  o b v i o u s  t h a t  m a r i j u a n a ,  a n e w  w i d e l y  u s e d  d r u g ,  a d d e d  to  
o u r  s o c i e t y  is  c h a n g i n g  o u r  s o c i e t y  in an  i n s i d i o u s  w a y .  O n e  

e x a m p l e  b e i n g  t h a t  w h e n  m a r i j u a n a  S< a l c o h o l  a r e  u s e d  t o g e t h e r  - 
w h i c h  i s  ari e x t r e m e l y  c o m m o n  D e h a v i o r  - t h e  a f f e c t s  of t h e  d r u g s  

i s n ’t d o u b l e d ,  i t ’s m u l t i p l i e d  4 o r  5  t i m e s .  S y n e r g i s t i c  i s  t h e  

t e r m  u s e d  w h e n  t h e  d r u g s  a r e  in t h e  b o d y  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e .  I t ’s 

a g r e e d  a l c o h o l  is  a s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m ,  o u t  it s h o u l d  b e  a s k e d ,  " h o w  

d o  w e  k n o w  i t ’s j u s t  a l c o n o i ? "  I t ’s  e a s y  t o  i d e n t i f y  a l c o h o l  u s e  

t e s t i n g  i s  s i m p l e  -  b u t  w e  d o n ’t t e s t  t o r  m a r i j u a n a  e v e r y  t i m e  

w e  t e s t  t o r  a l c o n o i ;  so, h o w  c a n  w e  s a y  i t ’s j u s t  a l c o h o l ?  

h i c o n o i  &  m a r i j u a n a  h a v e  b e e n  i n  e x i s t e n c e  f o r  t h o u s a n d s  of 

y e « r s ,  b u t  t n e  m a i n  t h i n g  t n a t ’s h a p p e n e d  in  t h e  l a s t  2 0  y e a r s  in 

o u r  c o u n t r y  is  t h a t  t h e  d r u g s  a r e  b e i n g  u s e d  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  a l o n g  

w i t n  a n y  o t h e r  d r u g  t n a t  m i g h t  b e  a v a i l a b l e  - c o c a i n e  i s  in t h i s  

c a t e g o r y .  B e c a u s e  w e  w e r e  d u p e d  i n t o  b e l i e v i n g  m a r i j u a n a  w a s  

h a r m l e s s  2<. n o n - a d o  i c t i  v e  - o u r  " d r u g g e d "  s t a t e  a l l o w e d  p e o p l e  to 

b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  e v e n  m o r e  s p e c t a c u l a r 1 y d a n g e r o u s  d r u g ,  c o c a i n e  

w a s  s a t e .  N o w  in  t h e  tiO’s w e  h a v e  a  g r o w i n g  c o c a i n e  p r o b l e m .
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T o  c o n c l u d e :  N a t i o n a l  c o s t  f i g u r e s  f o r  d r u g  a b u s e  a r e

o v e r w h e l m i n g  a n d  A l a s k a ’s d r u g  a b u s e  f i g u r e s  a r e  e v e n  w o r s e .  

W h a t ’s d i f f e r e n t  a b o u t  A l a s k a ?  W e  a c c e p t  m a r i j u a n a  a s  n o t  v e r y  

h a r m f u l  a n d  c o n d o n e  i t s ’ u s e  b y  o u r  l a w  -  t h e r e f o r e  w e  a r e  m o r e  

s i c k  t h a n  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  n a t i o n .

H o w  s a d  t h a t  e a c h  a n d  e v e r y  m a n ,  w o m a n  i/. c h i l d  i n  o u r  s t a t e  
i s  a f f e c t e d  b y  d r u g  a b u s e  t h r e e  t i m e s  o v e r .

In l i g h t  of t h e  R a v i n  d e c i s i o n  l a w  q u o t e d  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of 
t h i s  a r t i c l e  - t h e  s t a t e  of  A l a s k a  h a s  a  l e g a l  h  s o c i a l  

o b l i g a t i o n  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  f u l l y ,  w h e t h e r  b y  l e g i s l a t i v e  o r  b y  

l e g a l  s e a r c h  t h r o u g h  t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l ’s o f f i c e  -  t o  a d d r e s s  
t h e  t r u t h  a d o u t  m a r i j u a n a  a n d  c h a n g e  o u r  p r e s e n t  s t a t u t e s  t o  

c l a s s i f y  m a r i j u a n a  a s  a d a n g e r o u s  h e a l t h  h a z a r d  t o  s o c i e t y  a n d  

p l a c e  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  ?< c o n s e q u e n c e s  o n  t h i s  d r u g .
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< a ''2 of the A l a s k a n  Legi s l at u r e  and have fcun.l t h e m  flawed ami inaccurate,

7 Mer e  is a point by point rebuttal of th** r t n d i m s .  B e g i n n i n g  sentence.-*

a p o s t r o p h i o s  are d i r e c t  q u o t e s  fro?' the bills, R e f e r e n c e s  to the "ahi on a *. 

A c a d e m y  of S c i e n c e s  refer to their p u b l i c a t i o n  M a r i j u a n a  and H e a l t h  which 

repo r t s  t h e i r  1982 s tudy of mar i j u a na  related r e search. I have al s o  en c ' o s e d  

o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s  w h i c h  ar e pertinent to the t r p i c  of r e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n .

1) "THC, the mind  a l t e r i n g  incredi'nt in marih ua n a ,  is not soluble :n 

water, but g oes i n t o  the fatty tissues of the brain, testicles, ovaries, and 

ot h e r  internal organs, and takes 30 days to be e l i m i n a t e d  from the body;"

A c t u a l l y ,  TiiC is br o k e n down by the b ody soon after ingestion. 7 t ' s

m e t a b o l i t e s  stay ir. the bod y  for u p  to 39 days, but these me t a b o 1i * °  s  are non-

p s y c h o a c t i v e .  Any t o x i c o l o g i s t  can c o n f i r n  this. 'Jrine testing adv o c a t es  

e x p l o i t  the c o n f u s i o n  b e t w e e n  TH C w h i c h  is the a c t i v e  i n g r e d i e n t  and is 

n e t a b o l i z e d  r e l a t i v e l y  quickly, and its m e t a b o l i t e s  ( c h i e f l y  9-carboxy-THC,' 

w h i c h  h a v e  no ipsychoactive effect but linger in the b o d y  for a m o n t h  or so.

The f o l l o w i n g  q u o t e  is from a recent a r t i c l e  by C h em i c a l  S Engineeri.o 

Me w s  (5/2/86). " M a r i j u a n a  is the mos t  c o m m o n l y  a b u s e d  d r u g  and the kine t i c  

of its m e t a b o l i s m  hav e  b een studied ext e n s i v e l y.  It is a l s o  an unusual irvg 

m  that it can be d e t e c t e d  in u rine for a long time. V e r y  iittle of the 

o r i g i n a l  'drug, D e l t a - 9 - t e t r a h y d r o c a n n a b i n o l  or THC, goe s  into th® urir.e. The 

■chemical is a b s o r b e d  f r o m  the b l o o d  into b o d y  fat t i s s u e  w h e r e  it i s  

e l i m i n a t e d  as it is s l o w l y  m e t a bolized. . . (m e t a b o l i t e s )  can be found m  

u r i n e  for l on g e r  than a m o n t h  . . . "

Th e  f o l l o w i n g  q u o t e  is from a C e n t e r  for D i s e a s e  C o n t r o l  MMlvR P.eoort 

(9/16/S3). " S t u d i e s  i n v o l v i n g  hu m an s  i n d i c a t e t hat 80% - 90% of the total

dose of D e l t a _9 ~ T H C  is e x c r e t e d  wi th i n  5 d a y s  - a p p r o x i m a t e l y  20% in urine and

65% in f e c e s . "

M o s t  e x p e r t s  c l a i m  that the m e t a b o l i t e s  d i s a p p e a r  10 to 14 days after 

i n g e s t i o n  in most cases. Jrine tests detect t h e s e  m e t a b o l i t e s ,  w h i c h  is why 

the m a n u f a c t u r e r s  are r eq u i r e d  to point out t hat they are tests to indicate 

re c en t  use, not i n t o x i c a t i o n  or impairment. If T H C  r e m a i n e d  in the system fo: 

30 days, an d r e m a i n e d  active, the u rine tests w o u l d  be m a r k e t e d  as a way to 

i n d i c a t e  i mpairment. T h e y  aren't.

2) "the b u i l d u p  of T H C  in the body c a u s e s  the u s e r  to s moke m o r e  

m a r  iguana to achi e v e  the d e s i r e d  high and ma y  r e s u l t  in loss of sleep, 

appetite, and initiative, as well as mo o d i n e s s  a n d  d e p r e s s i o n ; "

Th e  " b u i l d u p  of THC" is a c t u a l l y  tol e r a n c e to the drug, a p h y s i o lo g i c a l  

r e s p o n s e  h u m a n s  and a n i m a l s  have to any drug. It o c c u r s  not b e c a u s e  of the 

T H C  ouildup, but b e c a u s e  of o t h e r  comp le x  b i o l o g i c a l  factors.

\
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M a r i j u a n a  u sers do not hallucinate. T h e y  Jo expe ri e n c e  an a lt e r a t i o n  o: 

their space perception, an'] an apparent e n h a n c e m e n t  of colors. These, 

c o m b i n e d  with impairment of m otor coordination, are reasons why m a r ijuana 

should not be used w h i l e  d r i v i n g a motor vehicle. However, to call these 

e f f e c ts  of m a r i j u a n a  " h a l lu c inations" is m i s l e a d i n g  if not untruthful. 

I n d i v i d u a l s w h o  take LSD hallucinate. I n d i v i d u a l s  d e t o x i f y in g  from alcohol 

a d d i c t i o n  h a l l u c in a t e .  H a l l u c i n a t e  means the indiv i d u a l  sees something that 

isn't there, i;arijuans users do not h a l l u c i n a t e .

Th e  N a t i o n a l  Institute on Drug A b u s e ' s  pamphlet, "Marijuana", is far 

from b e i n g  the b e s t  source on m a r i j ua n a ' s  e f f e ct s .  However, it's claims are 

b a s e d  far m o r e  on actual research than p o p u l a r  myths. It makes no m e n t i o n  of 

h a l l u c i n a t i o n s ,  illusions, or s c hi z o p h r e n ia  r e s u l t i n g  from marijuana use.

M a r i j u a n a ' s  p r o m i s e  as a pain killer is r e f e r e n c e d  above. However, the 

d o s e  r e q u i r e d  to render an individual o b l i v i o u s  to b ody signals such as pain 

far e x c e e d s  s t a n d a r d  levels of use. A s u f f i c i e n t  dose to accomplish this 

w o u l d  a l s o  pu t  the subj e c t to sleep. In is u n l i k e l y  that this presents any 

d a n g e r  to the individual or to society.

6) " a l t ho u g h  it may take a heavy c i g a r e t t e  smoker as long as 20 years 

to d e v e l o p  lung cancer, o n e  ma rijuana c i g a r e t t e  a d a y  may cause lung ca n c e r  in 

three years;"

M a r i j u a n a  is used d aily by over 6 m i l l i o n  .Americans, according to the 

N a t i on a l  Ins t i t ut e  of Drug Abuse. M a r i j u a n a  h a s  b een a popular recreational 

dru g u s e d  by a large p e rcentage of young .Americans since 1965. There is no 

record of cas e  h i s t o r i e s  to do c u m e n t  this finding. If this finding w e r e  true, 

we w o u l d  h a v e  m i l l i o n s  of case h i s tories of y o u n g  individuals with lung ca n c er  

from m a r i j u a n a  use. The cas e histories d o n 't e x i s t  because the sta t e me n t  is 

false.

T.he Na t i o n a l  Acad e m y  of Sciences d e c i d e d  that marijuana smoking and 

t o b a c c o  s m o k i n g  can not be compa r e d  b e c a u s e  the m e t h o d s  of ingestion d i f f e r  so 

greatly. M a r i j u a n a  smokers smoke far less m a t e r i a l s  a day than tobacco 

smok e r s  (up to 2 c i g a r e t t e s  a d a y c o mp a r e d  to 20 - 60), but they inhale the 

smoke far d e e p e r  into the lungs. On the o t h e r  hand, many marijuana smokers 

use a w a t e r p i p e  (or "bong") w h i c h  filters out many, but not all, of the tars 

that c o n t r i b u t e  to lunq cancer.

C l a i m s  that m a r ij u a n a  is more c a r c i n o g e n i c  than tobacco are c o m p e l l e d  bv 

a l ogic that d i c t a t e s  that beca u s e  m a r i j u a n a  is illegal (except in Alaska) it 

has to be more d a n g e r o u s  than tobacco (or in o t h e r  cases, than alcohol). The 

cl a i m s  are b as e d  on the u n d i s p u t e d  fact that m a r i j u a n a  contains more tar than 

tobacco, but ignore the d i f f e r e n c e s  in i n g e s t i o n  and dosage that make 

c o m p a r i s o n s  inaccurate. M a r i j u a n a  smoke is bad for the lungs, it does

T h e r e  :s no c :  ir.•. ra 1 evidence that m a r i j u a n a  m u s e s  schizophrenia. The 

N a t i o n a l  A c a d e m y  of found th.v drug abuse  was m o r & af ter ,  than not a

s y m p t o m  ra t h e r than a cause  o.' mental or'ol^r.s. Illusions and h a l l u c i n a t i on s  

are o f t e n  s u b j e c t i v e  phe n o m e na  influenced by a.n indivi d ua l s  mental state an.) 

the p o w e r :f suggestion. Individuals s u c c e p t i b l e  to lapses in their g r a s p  of 

real i t y  will c o m p o u nd  their mental p ro blems w i t h  the use of alcohol, 

mari j u a na ,  or o t h e r  drugs.
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! •ontr ihute to tne formation of iung cancer, an d  I ax c o n”'' need that by th"> 

• n r  ' 30° ■.•••■> wi ' . beg in to b e a r  of case stu d  i es o.‘ :p.:;vj b n i s  ■■•’!- nave i 

as i r-isi.lt of long f-rrx marijisaia use.• -i a  r

Nonothe*ass, it is not true chat a m a r i j u a n a  cigar ft to a i.-iy for three 

~ause Lung cancer. T o f f e r  my own lungs and c o n t i n u e d  he al t h  vs 

oroof.

■’} "?HT affects eggs, sperm, sexual ho rmones, a n ’, the d e v e l o p m e n t  of a 

‘vtus, and m a r i t u a n a  us e  may result in d e f o r m e d  or undc-rsired o f f s p r i n g ; "

rr.ere are no d o c u m e n t e d  cases of m a r i j u a n a  use causing a g e n e t i c  

ieformity. I cha l le n g e  a n y o n e  to provide one.

Tn AprlL, 1994 R alph f!inqson d e l i v e r e d  a paper at a W O R M L  c o n f e r e n c e  on 

" Iffeotr of Ma r i j u an a  l?ce on P r e g n a n t  Women". Dr. H: n g s o n ' s c o n c l u s i o n  was 

chat m a r i v u a n a  use d u r i n g  p r e g n a n c y  may r e s u l t  in a smaller b irth we i g ht  for 

the fetus, bu t  in an a l l o w a b l e  range (similar to the smal l e r b i r t h  w e i g h t  for 

b a b i e s  from n i c o t i n e  or alco h o l  u s i n g  m o t h e r s . ) NCR ML has b e e n  pu b l i c i s i n g  

this since 1984. We r e g u l a r l y  hear, though, fro m  mothers w h o  u sed m a r i j u a n a  

during p r e g n a n c y  wh o  d e l i v e r e d  ba b i e s  of n o r m a l  weight.

L a b o r a t o r y  tests h ave i n d i c a t e d  that u n d e r  some conditions, large Joses 

of "H C  affect the eggs, sperm, and sexual h o r m o n e s  of rats and o th e r  animals. 

T h e r e  is e v i d e n c e  that TH C inhibits sperm m o b i l i t y .  However, the effe c t s  of 

rv.rijuana on f e rtility s e e m  to be n e g l i g i b l e  - as mi l l i o n s  of m a r i j u a n a  

smoking parents will at t e s t  to.

T h e  N a t i on a l  A c a d e m y  of S ci e n c e s  re p o r t a f f i r m e d  that m a r i j u a n a  use has 

-,o e f f e c t  on c h r o m o s o m e s  or fertility.

3) "other physical r e a c t i o n s  to m a r i j u a n a  include i r r e v e r s i b l e  chan g es  

in the brain, sinusitis, pharyngitis, br o n c hi t i s ,  emphysema, i n c r e a s e d  h e a r t  

rate, and d e c r e a s e d  b l o o d  c i r c u l a t i o n ; "

Ma r i j u a n a  use d o e s  not c a u s e  brain damage. NIDA r e c e n t l y  a n n o u n c e d  

p r o o f  that it does. My o f f i c e  c o n t a c t e d  the researcher. His d a t a  ac t ually 

s u g g e s t e d  that a doe s  of 50 m a r i j u a n a  c i g a r e t t e s  a day for 30 years w o u l d  not 

c ause b ra i n  damage. 'What N I D A  b a s e d  their c o m m e n t s  on was his find i n g  that 

130 m a r i j u a n a  c i g a r e t t e s  for 30 y ea r s  w o u l d  c a u se  slight p r e m a t u r e  senilis.

An i n di v i d u a l  w o u l d  h a v e  to s m o ke  a m a r i j u a n a  c i g a r e t t e  e v e r y  8 m i n u t e s  for Id 

h o u r s  a day, for thirty years, to suffer a n y  b r a i n  damage - if this s t u d y  is 

conclusive. The en c l o s e d  K O R M L  p re s s  r e l e a s e  c i te d  above re: m a r i j u a n a  

p o t e n c y  c o n t a i n s  more d e t a i l s  of this study.

S m o k i n g  c o n t r i b u t e s  to lung and sinus problems, and m a r i j u a n a  s m o k m c  is 

no d i f f e re n t .  Mar i j u a n a  does i n c r e a s e  the h e a r t  rate a n d / o r  b lo o d  p r e s s u r e  in 

some individuals; N ORML ca u t i o n s  a g a i n s t  m a r i j u a n a  use by i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  

c a r d i o v a s c u l a r  problems.

9) "other p s yc h o l o g i c a l  reac t i o n s  to m a r i j u a n a  include loss of memory; 

i m p a i r m e n t  in thinking, r e a d i n g  c o mp r e h e n s i o n ,  and verbal and a r i t h m e t i c  

p r o b l e m  solving; impairment of p e r c e p t i o n  of d i s t a n c e  and time; and anxiety, 

panic, paranoia, psychosis, a n d  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  d e p e n de n c e . "

. r



T h r  s y m p t o m  mention--! a > n , - . a n y  r-ssation of m a r i j u a n a  MS'5 : n r_:

:r. d: v; Junls, not the b u i l d u p  • V  body. A ma jor j ty of z.ari jutn.t m o k - v  

e x p e r i e n c e  no side-ef feet.-* rrom cer.sat 1 on of use. If these s y m p t o m s  indicat-' 

anything, they indicate the- rn l if. iv» lack of serious s i d o - e f f e c t s  from 

c e s s a t i o n  of use. un l i k e  those assoc: 3t«d with .alcohol and o p i a t e  w i t h d r a w a l .

31 "it is possible for a h u m a n  b eing to o v e r d o s e  from the us--- of 

m a r i j u a n a ,  especially if it is u s e d  in c o n j u n c t io n  w i t h  alcohol, b e c a u s e  it 

i n c r e a s e s  the effects of a l c o h o l ; "

There is no record of a n y o n e  ev«r d y i n g from an o v e r d o s e of m a r i j u a n a .

It is on e  of the least t oxic d r ug s  k n o w n  to man.

Raphael Xechnulam, w h o  i s o l a t e d  the main ingredient of m a r i j u a n a  fTHC 

h a s  e d i t e d  C a nn a binoids as T h e r a p e u t i c  A g e n t s w h i c h  includ e s  an a r t i c l e  by 

•‘arc Segal on M a r i j u a n a’s p o t e n t i a l  as an analgesic. He r e p o r t s  that 

m a r i j u a n a  has promise as a p a i n  k i l l e r  b e c a us e  it is n o n - a d d i c t i v e  and d o e s  

not d e p r e s s  the re s p i r at o r y  t r a c t  Cunlike opiods.) M a r i j u a n a ' s  p r o m i s e  as a 

p a i n - k i l l e r  is reported by the N a t i o n a l  A c a d e m y  of Sciences, a n d  by R o g e r

H o f f m a n  in the book Mari m a n s  as M e d i c i n e ; its p r o m i s e  rests on the fact that

f i n d i n g  -3 is e s s e n ti a l l y  false.

M a r i j u a n a  is a mil d  in t o x ic a n t ,  and as such should not be used in 

c o n j u n c t i o n  w ith other i n t o x i c an t s .  W h e t h e r  m a r i j u a n a  i n c r e a s e s the e f f e c t s  

of a l c o ho l ,  or c o mp l i c a t e s  them, or just how one w o u l d  s u b j e c t i v e l y  d e s c r i b e  

t h e  e f f e c t s  of mixing the two, is b e s i d e  the point that m u l t i p l e  d r u g  use 

p r o v i d e s  m u l t i p l e safety c o n c e r n s .  Marij u a na ,  though, has far less s e v e r e  

c r o s s - r e a c t i o n  with alcohol that  b a r b i t u a t e s  or t r a n q u i l i z e r s  such as valium. 

O n c e  again, a good t o x i c o l o g i s t  can p r o v i d e  c o n f i r m a t i o n  of t hese points.

4} "the THC content of a m a r i j u a n a  c ig a r e t t e  10 years a go  wa s  one

p e r c e n t ,  but is as high as 10 p e r c e n t  per c i g a r e t t e  today;"

Pr o p o n e n t s  of jailing p e o p l e  for m a r i j ua n a  use have been u s i n g  this 

a r g u m e n t  as if to suggest that m a r i j u a n a  is ten times mor e  d a n g e r o u s  than it 

u s e d  to be. The p r e m i s e that an i n c r e a s e  in p o te n c y  d e m o n s t r a t e s  an i n c r e a s e  

in d a n g e r  is logically unsound. As w i t h  alcohol, con s u m e r s  c o m p e n s a t e  for 

h i g h e r  p o t e n c y  by c o n s u m i n g  s m a l l e r  doses. A n y o n e  w h o  c o unsels a l c o h o l i c s  

w i l l  c o n f i r m  that beer is no less d a n g e r o u s  than w h i s k e y  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  it has 

a l e s s e r  potency.

T h e  gover n m e n t has been t r y i n g  to sell the increased p o t e n c y  a r g u m e n t  

for some time. The e n c l o s e d  p r e s s  r e l e a s e  refers to a New Y ork T i m e s  re p o r t  

ir. 1O S 6 that m a r i j u a n a  had i n c r e a s e d  to an a v e r a g e  p o t en c y  of 3.5%, and that 

thi s wa s  an a l ar m i n g  in c r e a s e  o v e r  the seventies. However, in 1980, T h e  T i m e s  

ran a s i m i la r  story, o n l y  at t h a t  tine they c l a i m e d  that m a r i j u a n a  ha d  an 

a v e r a g e  p o t en c y  of So, m a r i j u a n a  has a c t u a l l y  d e c r e a s e d  in p ot e n c y ,  if
vou b e l i e v e  The Times.

5) "Marijuana cau s e s  s c h i z o p h r e n i a ,  illusions, and h a l l u c i n a t i o n s ,  

i n c l u d i n g  a d u l l i n g  of the senses, c r e a t i n g  the p o s s i b i l i t y  that the u s e r  is 

u n a b l e  to respond to body signals, such as pain;"



P a g e  1 .
3 / 1 5 / 8 8

T h e  K a v i n  d e c i s i o n  ot M a y  2 8,  1 9 / b  s t a t e s  o n  P a g e  4 9 4  2.

C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  law:
" O n c e  a f u n d a m e n t a l  r i g h t  u n d e r  S t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  h a s  b e e n  

s h o w n  t o  D e  i n v o l v e d  a n d  it h a s  D e e n  f u r t h e r  s h o w n  t h a t  t h i s  

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  p r o t e c t e d  r i g h t  h a s  b e e n  i m p a i r e d  b y  
g o v e r n m e n t a l  a c t i o n  - g o v e r n m e n t  m u s t  c o m e  f o r w a r d  &  m e e t  i t ' s  
s u b s t a n t i a l  b u r d e n  ot e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h a t  a b r i d g e m e n t  i n  q u e s t i o n  
w a s  j u s t i f i e d  b y  a c o m p e l l i n g  g o v e r n m e n t a l  i n t e r e s t . "

In l i g n t  ot t n e  a o o v e  f i n d i n g  a n d  t h e  c o s t  ot d r u g  a b u s e ,  

b o t n  in d o l l a r s  I h u m a n  e n e r g i e s  !< o f  w m c h  m a r i j u a n a  i s  o n e  of  

t n e  m o s t  o f t e n  actused d r u g s ;  n o w  c a n  w e  a l l o w  l e g a l  m a r i j u a n a /

Hlcoiiol t o D a c f o  h a v e  b e e n  l e g a l  a c c e p t e d  in o u r  s o c i e t y

s i n c e  t h e  f o u n d i n g  ot o u r  n a t i o n .  T h e  s i c k n e s s  t h e s e  t w o  d r u g s  

h a v e  c a u s e d  a n d  a r e  c a u s i n g  i s  w e l l  d o c u m e n t e d .  B u t ,  s i n c e  t h e  
6 0 ' s s o m e t n i n g  i s  d i f f e r e n t .  S u d d e n l y  c r i m e s  of a l l  k i n d s ,

p a r t i c u l a r l y  v i o l e n t  c r i m e  i s  r a m p a n t .  T e e n  p r e g n a n c i e s ,  t e e n  

s u i c i d e s ,  t e e n  a c c i d e n t s  a r e  e p l d e m i c . P e o p l e  p r e s e n t l y  i n  t h e i r  

2 0 ' s a r e  p a r t  of t h i s  g r o u p .  I n f e r t i l e  p a r e n t s  i s  a n o t h e r  b i g

c o n c e r n .  Bro) e n  m a r r i a g e s ,  s e x u a l  a b u s e ,  r u n a w a y  & t h r o w  a w a y  

k i d s ,  D u r g e o n i n g  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  c o s t s ,  j a i l  c o s t s  a n d  a  d e s p e r a t e  

n e e d  t o r  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  t r e a t  a d d i c t e d  m i n o r  c h i l d r e n .  W h a t  h a s

b e e n  a d d e d  o r  w n a t  i s  n e w  in o u r  s o c i e t y ?  M A R I J U A N A  -  P o t  u s e

b e c a m e  h o t  n e w s  in t h e  o O ' s .  L S D ,  P C P ,  c o c a i n e  f a l l o w e d  q u i c k l y .  

V e r y  q u i c k l y  w e  a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h e  d a n g e r s  of L S D  S< P C P ,  b u t  

i g n o r e d  c o c a i n e  u n t i l  t h e  e n d  ot t h e  7 0 ’s. S o c i e t y  p e r s i s t e d  in 

b e l i e v i n g  f a l l a c y  t h a t  m a r i j u a n a  i s  h a r m l e s s .  J u s t  o n e  c a s e  a s  

a n  e x a m p l e  ot m a n y .  O n e  17 yr. o l d  in 1 9 7 2  s t a r t e d  s m o k i n g  p o t  

b e c a u s e  n e  w a s  t o l d  - a m o n g  o t h e r  t h i n g s  - t h a t  it w a s  h a r m l e s s  - 
c e r t a i n l y  n o t  a d d i c t i v e .  T o d a y  n e ’s a r e c o v e r i n g  a d d i c t .  H i s
ilruy of c h o i c e  - M a r i j u a n a .  W e  w e r e n ’t l i s t e n i n g  o r  b e l i e v i n g  
t h e  t r u t h  a b o u t  t h e  d r u g  i n  t h e  7 0 ’s. W e  w e r e  d e n y i n g  t h a t  it 

w a s  a n o t h e r  " g a t e w a y "  o r u ;  l i k e  t o b a c c o  i>. a l c o h o l .

S o  w n a t  i= h a p p e n i n g  t o d a y ?  F i r s t  s o m e  h i s t o r y .  In t h e  m a n y  

y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  8 0 ’s t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  a l c o h o l  S< a f e w  d r u g  
t r e a t m e n t  p r o g r a m s .  A. A. w a s  t n e  p r e d o m i n a t e  s e l f - h e l p  p r o g r a m  & 
t h e  S c h i c k  S h a d e l  a v e r s i o n  t r e a t m e n t  w e r e  t h e  m o s t  c o m m o n  - 
p r o f i l e  ot a l c o h o l i c s  S* a d d i c t s  g e n e r a l l y  w a s  m a l e s  4 0  S< o v e r .  

T h e r e  w e r e  v e r y  f e w  N . A .  I N a r c o t i c s  A n o n y m o u s )  o r  s u p p o r t  g r o u p s  
f o r  f a m i l i e s  of t h e  a d d i c t s .

'today in A n c h o r a g e  t h e r e  a r e  a b o u t  4 0  N . A .  m e e t i n g s  a  m o n t h .  

In K e t c h i k a n  t h e r e  a r e  t w o  &  t h r e e  A . A .  m e e t i n g s  d a i l y  a n d  t h r e e  
N . A .  m e e t i n g s  a w e e k .  T h e r e  a r e  A l a n o n  m e e t i n g s ,  p a r e n t  s u p p o r t  

g r o u p  m e e t i n g s  8«. a d u l t  c h i l d r e n  of A l c o h o l i c s  (or a d d i c t s )  e v e r y  

w e e k .  T h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r s  of m e e t i n g s  i s  a b o u t  21 a w e e k .  T h e  

a v e r a g e  n u m b e r  of p e o p l e  a t t e n d i n g  t h e s e  v a r i o u s  m e e t i n g s  ( s o m e  

p e o p l e  a t t e n d  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  m e e t i n g  a w e e k )  i s  2 7 4 .  E a c h  m e e t i n g  

c o n s u m e s  a b o u t  1 1 / 2  h r s .  of  t i m e  w h i c h  m e a n s  4 1 1  h r s .  a w e e k  a r e  

c o n s u m e d  in o u r  c o m m u n i t y  e a c n  we e ) f o r  t h e s e  p e o p l e  t o  m a i n t a i n  

t h e i r  s o o r i e t y  &  s a n i t y .  T h a t ' s  a  l o t  of h u m a n  r e s o u r c e s  &  

e n e r g y  b e i n g  d e v e r t e d  f r o m  v a r i o u s  p o s i t i v e  u p - b u i l d i n g  c o m m u n i t y  

a c t i v i t i e s .  It c e r t a i n l y  t a k e s  a w a y  f r o m  o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s ’ 

c o l l e c t i v e  e n e r g y  i< t i m e  t o  e v e n  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  e l e c t i v e  o f f i c e s ,  

b o a r d s  c o m m i s s i o n s ,  a l l  o f  w h i c h  a r e  p o s i t i v e  w a y s  t o  s e r v e  o u r  

t e l l o w m a n .
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N o w  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  c o s t  ot d r u g  a b u s e  I. a d d i c t i o n  in j u s t

t h r e e  a r e a s  in o u r  t o w n .  O u r  l o c a l  3 0  d a y  r e s i d e n t i a l  t r e a t m e n t

f a c i l i t y  is  o v e r - f l o w i n g .  T h e  a g e s  ot t h e  i m p a i r e d  f o l l o w  t h e

s a m e  t r e n d s  <ns t h e  A. A. S- N . A .  a n d  a r e  w e l l  d o c u m e n t e d .  T h e

i m p a i r e d  a r e  b e g i n n i n g  a t  a g e  18 i n s t e a d  of 4 0  a n d  i t ’s b o t h  m a l e  

.*« f e m a l e  i n s t e a d  of j u s t  m a l e .  T o d a y  t h e y  a r e  p o l y - d r u g  u s e r s .

In k e t c h i i a n  v i r t u a l l y  al 1 of t h e  r e s i d e n t s  a r e  i n v o l v e d  w i t h

a l c o n o i  a n d  m a r i j u a n a  a n d  t h e n  t o  l e s s e r  d e g r e e s ,  c o c a i n e ,
o.mpr.etamines, d e p r e s s a n t s ,  e t c .  W h a t  h a s  h a p p e n e d ?  M a r i j u a n a  is 

s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  h a r m l e s s  a n d  b e s i d e s  it c a n  o n l y  b e  u s e d  b y  p e o p l e  

19 &  o v e r  in o n l y  t h e  p r i v a c y  o f  t h e i r  o w n  h o m e s  - y e t  w e  ta:-:

pa-c.-rs a r e  n o w  t o o t i n g  t h e i r  r e h a b i  1 i t a t i o n  b i l l  in t h e  l o c a l

r t h o b  n o u s e .  T h a t ’s q u i t e  a p u b l i c  e f f e c t  f o r  a s u p p o s e d l y

p r  i * a t e  u s e .

in t .etch if a n  a r o u n d  80'/. o f  a l l  p a t i e n t s  u s i n g  o u r  m e n t a l
n e a i t l t  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  a b u s e r s  o f  o n e  o r  m o r e  d r u g s .  A g a i n  t h a t

f a c i l i t y  i s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  ta:: d o l l a r s  -  P U B L I C  M O N E Y S  - a n o t h e r  

a r e a .  T o d a y  in  o u r  j a i i  85'/. -  90'/. of t h e  i n m a t e s  h a v e

s i g n i f i c a n t  d r u g  ( i n c l u d i n g  a l c o h o l )  p r o b l e m s .  M o s t  o f  t h e  

a r r e s t  r e c o r d s  d o n e  at t n e  t i m e  of  t h e  c r i m e ,  d o  n o t  s h o w  d r u g s  

a s  b e i n g  i n v o l v e d  b e c a u s e  t e s t s  w e r e  n o t  d o n e .  T h e s e  d r u g  u s e  

f i g u r e s  c o m e  d i r e c t l y  f r o m  t h e  i n m a t e s  t h r o u g h  p e o p l e  w o r k i n g  in 

tr.e j a i l .  P e o p l e  w n o  a r e  t h e r e  t o  i d e n t i f y  8< h e l p  t r e a t  t h e  

i n m a t e s  d r u g  p r o b l e m s .  A g a i n ,  t h e s e  i n m a t e s  p r e d o m i n a t e  d r u g s  of 
c h o i c e  a r e  a l c o n o i  4t m a r i j u a n a .  G u e s s  w h o  i s  p a y i n g  t h e  e x p e n s e s  
t o r  o p e r a t i n g  t h e  j a i l s "’ Ihe t a x p a y e r  s - t h e  p u b  l i e !

n n o t h e r  a r e a  t n a t  tlu* p u b l i c  i s  a f f e c t e d  is i n s u r a n c e  c o s t s .  

I n d u s t r i a l  a c c i d e n t s  f i g u r e s  s t a t e  t n a t  u p  t o  2 0 ’/. of t h e  w o r k  

f o r c e  a r e  d r u g  a b u s e r s  •v- triey c o n s u m e  807. of p r i v a t e  c o m p a n y ' s  
i n s u r a n c e  m o n e y s  c o v e r i n g  i l l n e s s  &  a c c i d e n t s .  I n c i d e n t l y  t h o s e  
i n s u r a n c e  m o n e y s  g e n e r a l l y  d o  n o t  i n c l u d e  c o m p a n y  m o n e y s  t h a t  
c o v e r  e m p l o y e e  a s s i s t a n c e  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  p a y  f o r  a d d i c t i o n  or 

a C u s e  r e h a b i  1 1 tatiori. W e  a l l  k n o w  trie u n o e a r a b l y  h i g h  c o s t s  of 

i n s u r a n c e .  D r u g  a b u s e  c e r t a i n l y  is a m a j o r  c a u s a t i v e  r e a s o n .  W e  
a r e  a l l  a f f e c t e o  b y  d r u g  a b u s e  t n r e e  t i m e s  o v e r .

I t ’s o b v i o u s  t h a t  m a r i j u a n a ,  a n e w  w i d e l y  u s e d  d r u g ,  a d d e d  t o  
o u r  s o c i e t y  is c n a n g i n g  o u r  s o c i e t y  i n  a n  i n s i d i o u s  w ay .  O n e  
e x a m p l e  b e i n g  t h a t  w h e n  m a r i j u a n a  !< a l c o h o l  a r e  u s e d  t o g e t h e r  - 

w h i c h  is a n  e x t r e m e l y  c o m m o n  b e h a v i o r  - t h e  a f f e c t s  of t h e  d r u g s  

i s n ’t d o u b l e o ,  i t ’s m u l t i p l i e d  4 o r  5  t i m e s .  S y n e r g i s t i c  i s  t h e  

t e r m  u s e d  w h e n  t h e  d r u g s  a r e  in t h e  b o d y  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e .  I t ’s 

a g r e e d  a l c o h o l  i s  a s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m ,  o u t  it s h o u l d  b e  a s k e d ,  " h o w  

d o  w e  k n o w  i t ’s j u s t  a l c o h o l ? "  I t ’s e a s y  t o  i d e n t i f y  a l c o h o l  u s e  

- t e s t i n g  i s  s i m p l e  - b u t  w e  d o n ’t t e s t  t o r  m a r i j u a n a  e v e r y  t i m e  

w e  t e s t  f o r  a l c o h o l ;  so, h o w  c a n  w e  s a y  i t ’s j u s t  a l c o h o l ?  

h i c o n o l  &  m a r i j u a n a  h a v e  b e e n  i n  e x i s t e n c e  f o r  t h o u s a n d s  of 

y e a r s ,  b u t  t h e  m a i n  t h i n g  t n a t ’s h a p p e n e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  2 0  y e a r s  in 

o u r  c o u n t r y  is t h a t  t h e  d r u g s  a r e  b e i n g  u s e d  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  a l o n g  

w i t h  a n y  o t h e r  d r u g  t n a t  m i g h t  b e  a v a i l a b l e  - c o c a i n e  is in  t h i s  

c a t e g o r y .  B e c a u s e  w e  w e r e  d u p e d  i n t o  b e l i e v i n g  m a r i j u a n a  w a s  

h a r m l e s s  &  n o n - a d d i e t i v e  - o u r  " d r u g g e d "  s t a t e  a l l o w e d  p e o p l e  t o  

b e l i e v e  t h a t  t n e  e v e n  m o r e  s p e c t a c u l a r 1 y d a n g e r o u s  d r u g ,  c o c a i n e  

w a s  s a t e .  N o w  i n  t h e  8 0 ’s w e  h a v e  a g r o w i n g  c o c a i n e  p r o b l e m .
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T o  c o n c l u d e ;  N a t i o n a l  c o s t  - f i gu re s  -for d r u g  a b u s e  a r e  

o v e r w h e l m i n g  a n d  A l a s k a ’s d r u g  a b u s e  f i g u r e s  a r e  e v e n  w o r s e .

W h a t ’s d i f f e r e n t  a b o u t  A l a s k a ?  W e  a c c e p t  m a r i j u a n a  a s  n o t  v e r y

h a r m f u l  a n d  c o n d o n e  i t s ’ u s e  b y  o u r  l a w  -  t h e r e f o r e  w e  a r e  m o r e  
s i c k  t h a n  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  n a t i o n .

H o w  s a d  t h a t  e a c h  a n d  e v e r y  m a n ,  w o m a n  &  c h i l d  in o u r  s t a t e  
i s  a f f e c t e d  b y  d r u g  a b u s e  t h r e e  t i m e s  o v e r .

In l i g h t  of  t h e  R a v i n  d e c i s i o n  l a w  q u o t e d  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of  
t h i s  a r t i c l e  - t h e  s t a t e  of A l a s k a  h a s  a l e g a l  &  s o c i a l  

o b l i g a t i o n  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  f u l l y ,  w h e t h e r  b y  l e g i s l a t i v e  o r  b y  

l e g a l  s e a r c h  t n r o u g h  t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l ’s o f f i c e  -  t o  a d d r e s s  
t h e  t r u t h  a b o u t  m a r i j u a n a  a n d  c h a n g e  o u r  p r e s e n t  s t a t u t e s  t o

c l a s s i f y  m a r i j u a n a  a s  a  d a n g e r o u s  h e a l t h  h a z a r d  t o  s o c i e t y  a n d  

p l a c e  t n e  a p p r o p r i a t e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  &  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o n  t h i s  d r u g .



J U a s k a  j i f a i e
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H o u s e  Jud ic ia r y  C o m m i t t e e
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State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811 
(907) 465-4990

M a r c h  22, 1988

Ms. L y n d a  A dams 

P.O. B o x 7171 

K e t c h ik a n ,  A l a s k a  99901

D e a r  Lynda:

T his is in r e s p o n s e  to y o u r  l e t t e r s  to me, bo t h  dated M a r c h  13, 

1988, d e a l i n g  w i t h  the m a r i j u a n a  r e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  legislation.

W a i v e r  of b i l l s  is a p e r o g a t i v e  of the c h a i r  or co- c h a ir s  of that 

c ommittee. As y o u  know, I a l r e a d y  h e l d  a h e a r i n g  in K e t c h i k a n  on 

H B  55 in the J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  w i t h o u t  a c t u a l l y  having the bill 

in m y  c ommittee. T h i s  w a s  a s u b s t a n t i a l  b r e a c h  of the rules we 

o p e r a t e  u n d e r  an d  I am n o t  in a p o s i t i o n  to request a w a i v e r  of 

that bill.

Y o u r  c r i t i c i s m  of the h a n d l i n g  of d o c u m e n t s  you subm i t t e d  to the 

J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  at the O c t o b e r  24, 1987 h e a r i n g  on the same 

topic is no t  w a r r a n t e d .

T he c o m m i t t e e  " r e c o r d "  c o n s i s t s  of the w r i t t e n  minutes, the tape 

r e c o r d i n g  of the c o m m i t t e e  h e ar i n g ,  and the c o m mittee files for 

e ach b i l l  in c o mm i t t e e .  A f t e r  e a c h  t w o - y e a r  legisl a t i v e  session, 

the e n t i r e  r e c o r d  is a r c h i v e d  in the L e g i s l a t i v e  L i b r a r y  w h e r e  it 

r e m a i n s  as the p e r m a n e n t  r e c o r d  for the com m i t t ee  and is a c c e s si b l e  

to the public.

The m a t e r i a l  y o u  s u b m i t t e d  r e m a i n s  part of the o f fi c i a l  co m m i t t e e 

record. It wa s  n o t e d  in the w r i t t e n  m i n u t e s ;  y o u r  c o mments w h e n  

h a n d i n g  out the d o c u m e n t s  are on the tape; the d o c u me n t s  w e r e  sent 

to m y  J u n e a u  o f f i c e  a f t e r  the h e a r i n g  an d  w ere f iled in the 

a p p r o p r i a t e  c o m m i t t e e  files.
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M a r c h  22, 1988

Page T w o

As a g e n e r a l  rule, I n f o r m a t i o n  on l e g i s l a t i o n  in c o m mittee remains 

in the m e m bers' files u n t i l  the b i l l  is up for a hearing, at w h ic h  

time the files are d i s t r i b u t e d  to the m e m b e r s .  The d o c u m e n t s  you

sent are still in the file.

Since we do not o f f i c i a l l y  h a v e  the b i l l  in this committee, it 

is a p p r o p r i a t e  to d i s t r i b u t e  the i n f o r m a t i o n  at such time as the 

b i l l  is r e f e r r e d  and we h a v e  a p u b l i c  h e a r in g .

However, I w i l l  see that c o p i e s  of a l l  the m a t e r i a l  you sent will

be f o r w a r d e d  to the H o u s e  H E S S  C o m mi t t e e .

I ho p e  this a d e q u a t e l y  a d d r e s s e s  y o u r  concern.

ylRepresentative

cc: H o u s e  HES S  C o m m i tt e e  M e m b e r s

H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s



W r a n g e l l  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t

CITY OF W R A N G E L L .  ALA S K A  

P O S T  OFFICE B O X  531 • W R A N G E L L .  A L A S K A  9 9 9 2 9  

(907) 8 7 4 - 3 3 0 4
W ILL IAM  G K LE IN  
C H IE F  O F PO L IC E  

106 TH S E S S IO N

March 4 ,  1987

S e n a t o r  Pau l  F i s h e r  
Hess Commit tee Cha i rman  
P .O .  Box V
Ju n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811  (M a i l  S t op  3 1 0 0 )

Dea r  S e n a t o r  F i s h e r :

On b e h a l f  o f  t h i s  d e p a r tm e n t  and t h e  c o n c e r n e d  members o f  t h i s  
commun i ty ,  I s i n c e r e l y  u r g e  t h a t  a l l  p o s s i b l e  e f f o r t s  and s u p p o r t  
be a f f o r d e d  t o  S e n a t e  B i l l  3 2 ,  R e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  o f  M a r i j u a n a ,  
i n  o r d e r  t h a t  s a i d  b i l l  be b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  f l o o r  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  
and House f o r  a v o t e .

As an A l a s k a  l aw  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r  f o r  t h e  p a s t  21 y e a r s  I can 
s t a t e  w i t h o u t  r e s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  one o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  e r r o r s  c o n -  
sumated by a l e g i s l a t i v e  body was t h e  d e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  o f  
m a r i j u a n a .  Not o n l y  i s  i t  i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  F e d e r a l  Law, i t s  
usage  among t h e  y o u t h  o f  t h i s  s t a t e  has e s c a l a t e d  l i k e  a m a l ­
i g n a n t  g r ow th .

In  a l l  f r a n k n e s s ,  I mus t s t a t e  t h a t  t h e  t im e  i s  l o n g  o v e r d u e  
f o r  p o s i t i v e  a c t i j n . o n  b e h a l f  o f  o u r  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  t o  combat 
and c o n t r o l  t h i s  s t a t e w i d e  p r o b l e m .  G i v e  l aw  e n f o r c e m e n t  i n  
t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  t h e  w eapon s ,  i n  t h e  f o rm  o f  r e a l i s t i c  and 
e f f e c t i v e  l a v / s ,  and we w i l l  do o u r  p a r t .

w i l l i a m  G. K l e i n  
C h i e f  o f  P o l i c e

WGK : r r k

c c :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T e r r y  M a r t i n  
S e n a t o r  L l o y d  J o n e s  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  R o b i n  T a y l o r  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J ohn  Sund
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U n iv e r s i t y  o f  M is s i s s ip p i

Research Institute of Pharmaceutical Sciences 
Physical Sciences Research Division 
School of Pharmacy 
University, MS 38677 
(601) 232-5324

September 14, 1987

D e t.  John McIntosh  
K etchikan P o l ic e  Dept.
361 Main S t .
K e tch ikan , A laska 99901

Dear D e t.  M c In tosh:

Attached  1s an a n a ly s is  r e p o r t  o f  the  m ari juana  sample #87-3673 you 
sen t to  our la b o r a to r y  on June 19, 1987.

The m a te r ia l  has a p r o f i l e  t y p ic a l  o f  d ru g -ty p e  Cannabis -  high 
a 9-THC ( 4 .3 8 )  coupled w i th  l i t t l e  or no CBD c o n te n t .  The average a 9-THC 
f o r  whole p la n t  m a te r ia l  i s  a p p ro x im a te ly  2.5%, w e l l  below the  THC 
percentage o f  t h i s  p la n t .

I f  you have any ques tio ns  or i f  we can be o f  s e rv ic e  to  you a g a in ,  
please l e t  me know.

S in c e re ly

Cw j u M
Carol T .  Abel 
L ab o ra to ry  S uperv isor  
NIDA M ariju an a  P r o je c t

CTA/kkl

Enclosure

A LEGACY OF ACHIEVEMENT WITH VISION FOR TOMORROW
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9 .  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Law
R i g h t  o f  p r i v a c y  I n  t h e  home m u s t  y i e l d  when I t  

I n t e r f e r e s  I n  a  s e r i o u s  m a n n e r  w i t h  t h e  h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y ,  
r i g h t s  a n d  p r l v l l e d g e s  o f  o t h e r s  o r  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c  w e l f a r e ,
1 4 .  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Law

The  r i g h t  o f  an i n d i v i d u a l  t o  d o  a s  h e  p l e a s e s  I s  n o t  
a b s o l u t e  a n d  I t  c a n  be  made  t o  y i e l d  when I t  b e g i n s  t o  
i n f r i n g e  o n  t h e  r i g h t s  a n d  w e l f a r e  o f  o t h e r s .  ( S t a t e d  a g a i n  
o n  5 0 9 )

1 9 .  H e a l t h  a n d  E n v i r o n m e n t
When t h e r e  i s  s u b s t a n t i a l  d o u b t  a s  t o  s a f e t y  o f  a 

g i v e n  s u b s t a n c e  o r  s i t u a t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  h e a l t h ,  c o n t r o l s  
I n t e n d e d  t o  o b v i a t e  t h e  d a n g e r  w i l l  u s u a l l y  b e  u p h e l d .  
( S t a t e d  a g a i n  o n  5 1 0 )
5 0 0 -
At  s ome  p o i n t ,  t h e  s t a t e s  I n t e r e s t  I n  s a f e g u a r d i n g  h e a l t h ,  
m a i n t a i n i n g  m e d i c a l  s t a n d a r d s ,  a n d  p r o t e c t i n g  p o t e n t i a l  l i f e  
b e c o m e s  s u f f I  c l e n t 1y , c om p e I  1 I n g  t o  s u s t a i n  r e g u l a t i o n s .  One 
d o e s  n o t ,  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  s a i d ,  h a v e  an u n l i m i t e d  r i g h t  t o  
d o  w i t h  o n e ' s  b o d y  a s  o n e  p l e a s e s .
5 0 5 -
M o s t  m a r i j u a n a  a v a i l a b l e  I n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a s - a  THC 
c o n t e n t  o f  l e s s  t h a n  o n e  p e r c e n t .
5 0 6 -
I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  u s e  o f  m a r i j u a n a ,  a s  I t  I s  p r e s e n t l y  
u s e d  I n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t o d a y ,  d o e s  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  a 
p u b l i c  h e a l t h  p r o b l e m  o f  a n y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i m e n s i o n s .
5 0 7 -
C e r t a l n  r e s e a r c h e r s  c i t e  e v i d e n c e  o f  an  " a m o t 1 v a t  I o n a  I
s y n d r o m e "  among  l o n g - t e r m  h e a v y  c a n n a b i s  u s e r s  Th e
N a t i o n a l  C o m m i s s i o n  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  . l o n g - t e r m  h e a v y  u s e r s  d o  
n o t  d e v i a t e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  f r o m  t h e i r  s o c i a l  p e e r s  I n  t e r m s  
o f  m e n t a l  f u n c t i o n i n g ,  a t  l e a s t  t o  a n y  e x t e n t  a t t r i b u t a b l e
t o  m a r i j u a n a  u s e   *
M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  a n d  m o s t  o t h e r  a u t h o r i t i e s  a g r e e  
t h a t  t h e r e  I s  l i t t l e  v a l i d i t y  t o  t h e  t h e o r y  t h a t  m a r i j u a n a  
u s e  l e a d s  t o  u s e  o f  m o r e  p o t e n t  a n d  d a n g e r o u s  d r u g s .
5 0 8 -
T h e  N a t i o n a l  C o m m l s s l o r  r e j e c t e d  t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t  m a r i j u a n a  
I s  p h y s i c a l l y  a d d i c t i n g .  I t  a l s o  r e j e c t e d  t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t  
m a r i j u a n a  a s  u s e d  I n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t o d a y  p r e s e n t s  a 
s i g n i f i c a n t  r i s k  o f  c a u s i n g  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  d e p e n d e n c y  o n  t h e  
u s e r .



political gossip, the daily crises, the delicious high that is obtained only 

at the center of the action. Like any lobbyist, he was first of all selling 

himself, and he took pains to develop his public persona of Mr. norml, 

the cool and collected pot politician, party-giver and ladies’ man. In 

fact, he had to an extent modeled himself after norml’s first financial 

patron, Hugh Hefner. But there was another, darker side to Stroup’s 

personality, an angry side. He was angry in part at the drug laws and 

at i political establishment that, as he saw it, loved to guzzle its 
whiskey but denied his generation the right to epjoy its drug of choice. 

At another level Stroup was angry at his past, angry at a small-town 

Baptist boyhood in Dix, Illinois, that for years he had only wanted to 

escape. There was a certain Jekyll-and-Hyde quality to Stroup. If he 

could be charming and considerate, he could also be abruptly cold, 

self-righteous, and intensely critical of others, including his close 

friends and allies, if they did not match him in their dedication to the 

cause. This duality seemed to flow from the influence of two quite 

dissimilar parents: a father with a small-town politician’s live-and-let- 

live attitude and a mother who was a devout Southern Baptist and not 

at al’ tolerant of the sins of the world.

In the fall of 1975 I was asked to conduct a Playboy interview with 
Stroup. By then the reform movement had scored some major 

victories. In 1973 Oregon had ended criminal penalties for smoking, 

and in the summer of 1975 five more states had done the same: Alaska, 

California; Maine, Colorado, and Ohio, norml had provided national 

leadership to this burst of reform, by gaining publicity for the issue, by 

advising state legislators on what strategies and expert witnesses 

might be most effective, and often by paying the expenses for those 

outside witnesses to go to testify. Moreover, norml had begun a 

far-ranging legal program, which involved both aid to individual 

defendants and court challenges to the constitutionality of state and 

federal marijuana laws, and to the federal government’s ban on the 

medical use of marijuana. For many years the government had treated 

marijuana smokers pretty much as it pleased, but now NORML was 

rallying some of the brightest young lawyers in America to the

smokers’ defense.
As I studied the marijuana debate in preparation for my interview 

with Stroup, I began to think of it in terms of a war, a terrible civil 

war. I was struck by the parallels between this issue and the other 

great nation-dividing issue of the time, the war in Vietnam. In both

. ‘ cases the political establishment had been hell-bent to convince young 

Americans of something they refused to believe: that they should go 

die in Vietnam, in one case; that they should not smoke marijuana, in 

the other. In the minds of many Americans the two wars seemed to 

have blended: The slippery little Vietcong in Southeast Asia had 

become the dope-smoking hippie at home, and it was somehow 

imperative that the government's armed forces search out and destroy 

him. The same mentality that could say we had to destroy a village to 

save it in Vietnam could argue that we had to send a college student to 

prison to save him from marijuana, 

v. The marquana war was being waged on one front as a military

‘-V conflict, in which tens of thousands of police and narcotics agents

£ busied themselves arresting millions of young people for smoking 

■nd/or selling the weed. But as n o r m l , the Marijuana Commissi...-, 

President Nixon, Sen. James Eastland, and others began a national 

debate on the issue, it became increasingly a propaganda w«r, fought 

through the media, as the pro-marijuana and anti-marijuana forces 

battled for the hearts and minds of millions of nonsmoking Americans 

who would ultimately determine the outcome of the conflict in the 
^  political arena.

' ‘ In 19761 spent six months as Jimmy Carter’s speechwriter and had 

opportunity to view the marijuana issue from the perspective of a 

'*■'S^Jjpddential campaign. If there is anything to be learned in a national 

P»3palgn, as it moves endlessly from city to city, rally to rally, enclave 

KdhMeiave, it is that America is an incredibly large, diversified, and 

F  jlttntially explosive nation, less melting pot than tinderbox. The 

are all there— black and white, Protestant and Catholic, 

k? Worth and South, immigrant and b’ueblood— waiting for politicians to 

them. N o w  to that list has been added the division between 

W ^ t h O M  who eqjoy drugs and those who fear them. The issue had been 

in 1972, when McGovern supported decriminalization and 

opposed it. Nixon’s followers denounced McGovern as the 

of the three A ’s— acid, amnesty, and abortion, marijuana 

(  been transformed by political hyperbole into “acid,” or LSD. 

fcrtanately, the drug issue was not exploited in the 1976 campaign, 

had endorsed decriminalization early in his campaign. I had 

was motivated by a combination of intellectual honesty 

~ M i  political necessity: the former because he knew his son3 had 

the latter because the issue was important to a lot of young



When Stroup arrived ir: Sacramento, Brownell took him around to 

meet several Democratic assemblymen, one of w h o m  took him for an 

outside agitator and threw him out of his office, whereupon Stroup 

carried his lobbying campaign to Beverly Hills, where he rallied rich 

liberals to contact their assemblymen. The Playboy mansion was made 

available for lobbying efforts, a fact that reflected Hefner’s intense 

interest in the legislation.

The second vote came on June 24. The Re publicans invoked unit rule 

again. During two hours of emotional debate, Assemblyman Willie 

Brown, a black liberal, waved a hand-rolled cigarette and declared that 

people who smoked a few joints were not criminals. (He later said the 

joint was made of tobacco). John Briggs, the anti-gay, anti-pot leader, 

gave the Democrats a candid summary of his political strategy: "It’s 

quite possible that in 1976 your platform will be ‘Grass, Gays, and 

Godlessness.’"
The bill needed forty-one votes, and it got forty-two. In Brownell’s 

eyes the heroes of the second vote were two first-term Democrats from 

conservative districts who voted no the first time but switched to yes 

on the second vote. One of them was Floyd Mori, a Mormon who 

neither smoked nor drank. The refoimers had succeeded in convincing 

him that a vote against jail penalties did not amount to an endorsement 

of marijuana. The other convert was Richard Robinson, a former 

Marine officer in Vietnam who decided that as a matter of conscience 

he could not oppose reform, even if his vote was not needed and might 

harm him politically.

The bill’s passage was denounced by Ed Davis, who said the 

legislature was favoring “pansies and ootheads" and urged Governor 

Brown to veto it. In fact, Brown pos.poned action on the bill until it 

was within hours of becoming law without his signature; then 1:«- 

signed it with a minimum of ceremony. Still, he signed it, and on tin- 

first day of 1976, California stopped putting people in jail for smokir.L 

marijuana.

A  state agency later conducted a survey of the results of tin- 

new law in its first year. It found that arrests dropped from aboir 

eighty-eight thousand in 1975 to about ten thousand in 1976 (tin—  

were for possession of more than an ounce), and about for1., 

thousand citations were issued for possession of less than a: 
ounce. An estimated §25 million in police and court costs u • 

saved.

Finally, in the 1976 elections, there was a political footnote: None of 

the Democrats who supported the reform bill was defeated.

That spring, as the battle raged on In California, strange things 

w'ere happening in Alaska.

The Alaska saga actually began in 1972, with two young lawyers 

sitting around one evening smoking marijuana and grumbling about 

the marijuana laws. The two lawyers in Alaska were about thirty 

years old. and their names were Robert Wagstaff and Irwin Ravin. 

Wagstaff was a native of Kansas City who had done his undergraduate 

work at Dartmouth. It was there, in 1961, that he first smoked. 

Maryuana was not readily available in those days, but Wagstaff was a 

jazz fan, and some black jazz musicians introduced him to the wreed. He 

returned to the University of Kansas law school, then moved to 

Fairbanks, Alaska, where he became an assistant district attorney. It 

was in Fairbanks that he met Ravin, a native of Newark, N e w  Jersey, 

and a graduate of Rutgers. Later they moved to Anchorage and 

practiced law together.

They also smoked marijuana, and as they talked that night in 1972, 

they agreed the legal and political climate in Alaska was such that a 

good test case, with the right client, could overturn the marijuana 

laws. But who would be that client?

That question was left unresolved. Then, a couple of nights later, 

late intervened in the person of a Fairbanks policeman who stopped 

Ravin because a taillight was out on his car. It was a routine traffic 

violation. All Ravin had to do was sign the citation and go on his way. 

But Ravin decided the time had come to take a Jtand. Knowing he had 

a couple of joints in his pocket, he refused to sign the citation. That left 

the arresting officer no choice but to take him to the station. There he 

was routinely searched, the two joints were found, and the case of 

Ravin v. Alaska came to be.
Wagstaff and another lawyer, R. C. Middleton, filed a motion to 

dismiss the charges before trial, arguing that the state law prohibiting 

possession of marijuana was unconstitutional because it violated the 

nght of privacy guaranteed by both the U.S. and the Alaska 

constitutions. In a sense, the issue was not so much legal as political. 

Reformers in other states had made the same right-of-privacy 

arguments and had always been turned down. But Alaska was not like
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T H E  B IG  C H I L L :
A l a s k a ’ s  P r o p o s e d  P o t
B y  J O N  G E T T M A N ,  N O R M L  D i r e c t o r

(T h e  fo llow ing te s t im o n y  w as g iven to  th e  S e n a te  Jud ic ia ry  C o m m itte e  on  M ay 
I, 1987 d u rin g  a  pub lic  h ea rin g  on  S e n a te  Bill 132, w hich  if passed  w ould  
I t i r l B l l w M l i  m a riju a n a  use  in th e  s ta te  o f  A laska.)

Mr. C hairm an, members of the commit­
tee, citizens of Alaska: My name is Jon Getz- 
man and I am the National Director of 
NORM L the National Organization for the 
Reform of Marijuana Laws. Founded in 1970, 
NORML is an educational organization dedi­
cated to the review and study of marijuana 
use, marijuana laws, and their effect on our 
society.

The M arijuana Tax A ct o f 1937 marked 
the beginning of federal attempts to deter 
marijuana use by making it illegal. Aix.' here 
we are. SO years la ter, living proof of p ohi- 
bicion‘s ineffectiveness, still diicutsing 
whether criminal penalties are appropriate 
for marijuana use.

A laska has the respect and admiration of 
people around the world for its integrity on 
the matter of marijuana use. They are im­
pressed by your dedication to  the principle of 
privacy, which Justice Brandeis once re ­
marked is the cornerstone of all our free­
doms. We are impressed by Alaska because 
we know that your dedication to privacy is 
founded on a deep conviction to,the ethic of 
personal responsibility.

Others, though, respect your laws because 
they are practical. They envy you in that re­
spect. wishing the political climate in which 
they work would allow them to devote their 
time to  more serious matters than debating 
adult marijuana use at home.

There have been repeated challenges to 
the policy of arresting marijuana users over 
the last 23 years that have discredited many of 
the old excuses justifying prohibition. The

emotional voices calling for the imprisonment 
of marijuana users come up with some new 
excuse every few years. The latest is that be­
cause marijuana is, on average, more potent 
today than ten years ago. it is somehow more 
dangerous; more subtle is the implication that 
this increase in its potency renders previous 
research irrelevant.

The claim Is that the more potent mari­
juana of the ’80s is a new, different drug than 
the one many adults tried in the '60s and early 
70s. First of all. as with alcohol, marijuana 
smokers compensate for a higher potency by 
simply using less. Secondly, high potency mar­
ijuana has been on the market, so to speak, for 
thousands of yean under the name hashish. 
Though hashish is manufactured from the res­
ins of oils of marijuana, pharmacueticaliy it has 
a high level of THC .This claim is part of a long 
historical trend of believing that despite the 
discrediting of previous scare stories about 
marijuana, new evidence emerging from re­
search will finally prove that marijuana really 
is as bad as " th ey "  said it was. It is this histori­
cal context that causes me to treat these 
claims with more than a bit of skepticism.

The National Academy of Sciences con­
ducted a review of all the literature about 
marijuana. The study was chaired by Arnold S. 
Reiman, editor of the N ew  England Jour­
nal o f Medicine. Their report. M arijuana 
A H ealth , was published in 1982. There have 
been no new developments since that time to 
contradict their findings. Just as in a court of 
law, there are rules of evidence by which to 
evaluate research claims. Without exception,

the "dangers” of marijuana fail to satisfy those 
rules of evidence to the satisfaction of the Na­
tional Academy of Sciences.

Let me address this bill pointedly. It ts 
based on several "findings" that are without 
foundation. First of all, THC, the drug's active 
ingredient, does not, I repeat, does n o t 
lodge in the fatty tissues of tt*  body for 30 
days, as Finding Number One-reports. Find­
ings Number One and Number Two (which 
claims that this buildup cause "loss of sleep," 
"moodinea," and "restlessness") are simply 
wrong. THC is broken down by the body in a 
few hours, when the high associated with it 
wears off. It is the by-products of this chemi­
cal breakdown that lodge in the fatty tissues 
for several weeks. These have no effect on 
th e  body w hatsoever and th e re  is n o t a 
single study th a t  p roves o therw ise . So 
there Is no "buildup" of THC.

Finding Number Three, which claims "it is 
possible for a human being to  overdose from 
marijuana," is also factually incorrect. Mari­
juana is one of the least toxic drugs known. 
You can not overdose from smoking mari­
juana. Furthermore, marijuana does not inter­
act with alcohol, as other drugs do, and 
increase its potency. Any toxicologist familiar 
with marijuana will confirm this fact.

To the extent that marijuana and alcohol 
are both intoxicants, their use in conjunction, 
and to excess, would be irresponsible, and in 
some circumstances, dangerous.

Finding Number Four concerns the accusa­
tion that marijuana is more dangerous today 
because it is more poterp. The "finding" also 
claims that marijuana averages a THC po­
tency of 10 percent; actually, the average po­
tency of marijuana these days is closer to 3.5 

continued on page 2B
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F E A T U R E S

YOU GOTTA FIGHT, KILL, AND 
MAIM FOR YOUR RIGHT TO 
PARTY
by Ken Weiner & The General . . . . 3 2  
The dreaded Yuppie Menace is 
threatening our lives! Here’s a guide on 
how to protect yourself from those horri­
ble Y-People.

HOW TO THROW A PARTY
by The General . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 7
A photo-funny with complete instruc­
tions on how to make your ne/ oashan 
unforgettable event.

DOCK ELLIS AND THE E l iCTR IC  
BASEBALL GAME
by Eric Brothers...................................  4 0
High on LSD, a Pittsburgh Pirates’ 
pitcher takes the mound. A true story.

JOURNEY TO THE MIND'S EYE .
by Andre Grossmann..................... 45
Purple paisley miniskirts collide with 
psycho-sonic sounds!! A look inside 
New York's hottest psychedelic club.

THE 10  WORST THINGS THAT 
HAPPENED TO POP MUSIC
by James M arsha ll.............................  5 6
Our favorite critic trashes David Bowie, 
Phil Collins, Chet Atkins, and assorted 
other musical disasters.

GANJALAND/BUD GREEN'S DAY 
DREAM
by Steven F iorilla « . . . . . . . . . .  5 9
What happens when Bud Green gets 
stoned and imagines what he would do 
with all the money he’d make from 
indoor growing? Too much fun!

BEGINNER'S GUIDE TO GROW 
ROOMS
by T.M.S......................................... 66
Step-by-step guide to setting up your 
first grow room.

I C O L U M N *

EDITOR'S NOTE
by John H ow e ll...............................6

NORMLIZER
byJonGettman .......................... . 2 5

HEP CAT
by Aid McSpade/John Holmstrom . 5 2

HIGH ART
by Carlo McCorm ick.................. . 5 4

ASKED
by Ed R o sen th a l....................... . 6 4

HIGH SIVES
byJohnLe land ......................... . 8 5

RUSHES
by Jim P o lin g ............................ .8 6

TOP 8 0
by John Holmstrom . ................ . 9 7

D E P A R T M E N T S

LETTERS...............................   14

HIGHWITNESS NEWS 20
NORML Convention Report; Racist Art 
Scum; X-Rated Censorship; Nude Been 
Crazy Judge in Orgy Shocker 5700G 
O.D. Award; The New York Times' Two-
Faced Drug Policy.

TRANS-H IGH MARKET 
Q U O T A T IO N S ..................................2 6

TRANS-H IGH MARKET 
ANALYSIS LETTERS........................ 2 7

CLASSIFIED ........................................ 7 8

CASE IN P O I N T ...............................8 0

P R O D U C T S ........................................ 8 3

B O O K ST O RE .....................................9 4

C O V K K  P H O Y O Q H A P H Y i

ELISABETSKY .
m O D M L t

SHARON M.
uaM tm
CAPTAIN W HIZZO
ON THE COVER: Sharon M. is the lead 
singer ol Black Light Chameleons, a New 
York-based psychband (pictured left). 
Captain Whtzzo's light show is visible to the 
naked eye at NYC’s Mine's Eye Events (ee« 
feature).

HIQHTIMES ►  6



PETERSBURG GENERAL HOSPITAL
and. Long Term Care Facility 

Phone: 1907) 772-4291 
P.O. Box 589

Petersburg, Alaska 99833 M A R  1 1 '987

M a r c h 5, 1987

R e p r esentative John Sund 

R e p resentative Robin Ta y l or  

Senator Lloyd Jones 

State of Alaska 

Pouch V

Juneau, .Alaska 99811 

Gentlemen:

I a p p r e c i a t e d  the o p p o r t u n i t y  of s h a r i ng  d in n e r  w i t h  you and your 

spouses and talk i n g  about v a r i o u s  l egislative m a t t er s .

However, I did not feel i n c l i ne d  that evening to f u l l y  expr e s s 

myself on SB 32 " R e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  of M a r i j u a n a "  but w i s h  to do so at 

this time.

To me, this issue goes b e y o n d  right to p r i v a c y  vs. h a r m  to society.

I look at it as a he a l t h  issue also. For this re a s o n  I s u p p o r t  Senate 

Bill #32. I l i stened to two hours of t e s t i m o ny  on the m a t t e r  on F e b­

ruary 25, 1987.

I add some points that w e r e  not made in those h e a r i n gs .  First, 

people do have a right to p r i v a c y , i n  their own homes, to a point.

However, we ca n n ot  do c e r t a i n  things there such as c h i l d  a b u s e  or 

assault of our spouse or cr i m i n a l  acts such as murd e r,  rape, incest, 

and other m oral crimes w i t h o u t  b e i ng  arrested. I put m a r i j u a n a  in 

that category.

Second, I have a h a r d  time seeing m a r i j u a n a  a l l o w e d  in Al a s k a  i.f

there are federal laws on the books m a k i n g  it a v i o l a t i o n  to poss e s s

m a rijuana in a n y  form in the. U n i t e d  States. Along w i t h  this, h o w  can 

an A l a s ka n  c i t i z e n  have m a r i j u a n a  in their homes w i t h o u t  first b r e a k i n g  

a State law in g e t ti n g  it into the home and that i n c lu d e s  s eeds to g r o w

the plants? M a r i j u a n a  in any form has to first pass thru the streets,

highways, or airw a y s of the State, w h i c h  is against the law.

Third, you might w ant to talk to some newb o r n car e  nu r s e s  in h o s p i t a l s  

such as Ket c hi k a n  or Ju n e a u  w h o  will tell you that b a b i e s  w h o s e  m o t h e r s  

have been smok in g  m ? r i j u a n a  are more  restless, cry more, an d  h ave drug 

w i thdrawal s y m ptoms l O v a r y i n g  degrees. On the o t h e r  hand, they will 

testify that a n y  m o t h e r  who does not d r i n k  alcohol, smoke c i g a r e t t e s ,  do 

drugs, or smoke m a r i j u a n a  hav e  the most heal t h y  and best  b e h a v e d  babies.



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  John Sund, R o bi n  Taylor 

Senator Lloyd Jones 

Juneau, A l a s k a

Page 2.

I believe these innocent n e w b o r n s .have a G o d - g i v e n  right to s t a r t  life 

with o u t  b e i n g  in s u b j e c t i o n  to problems creat e d  by their m o t h e r ' s  

m a r i j u a n a  habits.

I w i l l  not repeat the m a n y  comments made in the hearings but I did 

hea r a m a j o r i t y  of t e s t i m o n y  in favor of SB #32. I also b e l i e v e  that 

the m a j o r i t y  of c i t i z e n s  in P et e r s b u r g  and Alaska support S B  #32. You 

will receive or the H es s  C o m m i t t e e  will receive a p e t ition f r o m  pe o pl e  

in P e t e r s b u rg  who s u p p o r t  S B  #32. Therefore, I solici you r  v o t e  in 

favor of SB #32 whe n  it reac h e s  the floor of the legislature.

Sincerely,

Gar y W. G r a n d y  >1

A d m i n i s t r a t o r

cc: /Hess C o m m i t te e  - R e c r i m i n i l i z a t i o n  of M a r i j ua n a  

Ben G ru s s endorf, S e n a t o r  

Ed M a l e w s k i  - S i t k a  C o m m u n i t y  H o s pital 

Frank S u t t o n  - M t . E d g e c u m e  Hospital

Incidentally, I h a v e  just learned that S e n a t o r  Ben G r u s s e n d o r f  m a y  

attempt to r e t a i n  SB #32 in C o mmittee. Bluntly, that stinks a n d  I resent 

a n y  imp or t a n t  l e g i s l a t i o n  b e i n g  r e t a i n e d  in C o mmittee. P o l i t i ca l l y ,  those 

actions c a n  hurt l e g i s l a t o r s  as the m a j o r i t y  of people in a d e m o c r a t i c  

soci e t y  wan t  those issues d e b a t e d  and v o t e d  upon.



TITLE: "An Act relating to marijuana; and providing for
an effective date"

DATE: 3/4/87

B I L L  N O :  H B  55

The .. Juneau Police D epartment is 'supportive of this 
l e g i s l a t i o n .

The purpose of HB 55 in to r e c rimina lize the possession of 
any amount of marijuana. By achieving this end a number of 
p u r p o s e s  will be served.

In c r e a s i n g l y  it has been shown that the long term 
c o n s u m p t i o n  of marij u a n a  poses a health hazard of serious 
consequence. 7. number of m e dical studies substantiate this 
fact. It is necessar y to reflect that the possession of any 
amount of marijuana will not be tolerated so as to reinforce 
the concept that h ealth hazards d o  exist when marijuana is 
used. Marijuana has been targeted as the single best 
pr e d i c a t o r  of other future illegal drug use.

The p r ese nt conflict that exists between current state and 
federal law tends to create confusion in the mind of the 
public. This conflict creates apathy on the part of the 
public and flies in the face of the need for consistency in 
the law. Disregard and apathy are most readily apparent in 
the minds of the young people of the community. This 
confli ct also creates impediments in the discharge of local 
police responsibilities in addressi ng the problem of drug 
traffickers.

The relaxed attitude toward marijuana in Alaska creates in 
the minds of people that this is a state that condones this 
and other types of drug usage. It creates a marked placed 
for a substance that is legal here but illegal in all other 
states.

The recriminali zation of m a r i j u a n a  would not, as some 
sources are concerned, create a large scale impact on the 
criminal justice system. The p r i m a r y  focus is and will 
continue to be on interception, inte rdiction and prosecution 
of drug sources. This is a demons t r a t e d  philosophy th'-t 
provides cost effective results for resources expended.

Michael  S. Gelston 
Chief of Police 
Juneau Police Department

MSG/ps6



C E N T R A L  C O U N C I L  
t L i n q i t  a n 6  h a i 6 a  i n O i a n  t R i B e s  o p  a U s k a  
3 2 0  W e s t  W i l l o u g h b y  A v e n u e  • S u i t e  3 0 0  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

F e b r u a r y  23, 1987

S e n a t o r  Paul F i s h e r

Chairman, H e s s  Corrmlttee F E B  2  4  1987
P o u c h  V  - M / S  3100 

Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

D ear S e n a t o r  Fisher:

I a m  w r i t i n g  this let t e r  In s u p p o r t  o f  S e n a t e  Bill N u r b e r  32 o n  the 
r e c r l m l n a l I z a t l o n  o f  m a r i j u a n a .

I b e l i e v e  t his Bill will h e l p  s t o p  s an e  o f  the h y p o c r l c y  Involved a r o u n d  the 

Issues o f  s u b s t a n c e / c o n t r o l l e d  s u b s t a n c e  use, w h e t h e r  It b o  In o r  ou t  o f  a 
p e r s o n ' s  residence.

W i t h  all the p r o b l e m s  o u r  s o c i e t y  s u f f e r s  w i t h  the legal an d  s o c i a l l y  a c c e p t e d  

use o f  alcohol I c a n n o t  In an y  w a y  a c c e p t  o r  s u p p o r t  the us e o f  a n y  o t h e r  

m i n d  a l t e r i n g  s u b s t a n c e .  Y o u r  s u p p o r t  f o r p a s s a g e  o f  S en a t e  Bill 32 Is n e ed e d  

and will be g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d .

If t h e r e  Is a n y t h i n g  I c a n  p e r s o n a l l y  d o  t o  a s s i s t  t h e H e s s  C o m m i t t e e  o n  this 

m a t t e r  p le a s e  d o  not h e s i t a t e  to c o n t a c t  me.

cc: E v e l y n  E. My e rs ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T e r r y  M a r t i n

BC M : w b

T E L E P H O N E :  9 0 7 /  5 8 6 - 1 4 3 2



G a l e n a  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t ___________________
P.O. B o x  208 •  Galena, Alaska 99741 •  Telephone (907) 656>1303

F e b r u a r y  24, 1987

Th e  H o n o r a b l e  T e r r y  M a r t i n  

H e s s  C o m m i t t e e  

P o u c h  V

Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

Re: R e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  of Marijuana, Senate Bill 32

De a r  Mr. Martin:

I a m  w r i t i n g  this l e t t e r  to f o rmally a d v i s e  yo u  that this D ep a r t m e n t  

t h o r o u g h l y  su p p o r t s  the a b o v e - c a p t i o n e d  S e na t e  bill p e r t a i n i n g  to the 

r e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  of m a rijuana; an d  to al s o  soli c i t  y our support of 

the same, for the f o l l o w i n g  reasons:

First, let me b e g i n  by s t a t i ng  that p r o p e r  d rug a b u se  e du c a t i o n  is 

p r o b a b l y  one of ou r  m o s t  e f fective o v e r a l l  m e a n s  of c o m b a t i n g  the 

a b u s e  of c o n t r o l l e d  s ubstances. Our Y o u t h  a n d  others are being taught 

that m a r i j u a n a  is a c o n t r o l l e d  s u b s t a n c e  w h i c h  ca n  produce harm f u l  

ef f e c t s .  To c o n f u s e  this issue, the State of Alaska, first defines 

m a r i j u a n a  as a c o n t r o l l e d  substance, p u r s u a n t  to T i t l e  11 of the 

A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  ( C r i m i n a l  Code); a n d  then, w i t h i n  the same b r e a t h  of 

the law, c o nd o n e s  the p o s s e s s i o n  of up to four (4) ou n ce s  of m a r ij u a n a  

by a p e r s o n  w i t h i n  their ow n  res i d e n c e  for their own c o n s u mption. H o w  

a r e  our y o u t h  a n d  o t h e r s  supp os e  to respo n d  to what they are being 

taught, w h e n  they see ot he r s  u s i n g  m a r i j u a n a  in wha t  is s u p p o se d l y  a 

la w fu l  m a nn e r .  This is not only c o n t r a d i c t i v e , but also 

c o u n t e r p r o d u c t i v e .

S e condly, L a w  E n f o r c e m e n t  has a d i f f i c u l t  en o ug h  job a t t e m p t i n g  to 

d e a l  w i t h  c o n t r o l l e d  s u b s t a n c e  abuse w h i c h  involves those drugs that 

a r e  s t r i c t l y  illicit. To i nt erject a d e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  law into the 

C o n t r o l l e d  S u b s t a n c e  Act, only serves to make their w o r k  that much 

m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  a n d  c o n f u s i n g .  A f t e r  a t t e m p t i n g  to d e a l  w i t h  the same, 

c e r t a i n  L a w  E n f o r c e m e n t  factio n s  may  b e g i n  to d e v e l o p  a d i s i n t e r e s t e d  

a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  the e n f o r c e m e n t  of m a r i j u a n a  abuse, t h i nking if the 

S t a t e of A l a s k a  d o e s n ' t  care, why s h o u l d  we. A d d i ti o n a l l y ,  State 

P r o s e c u t o r s  a r e  j u s t i f i a b l y  less than e n t h u s i a s t i c  a b o u t  pro s e c u t i n g 

c a s e s i n v o l v i n g  m a r i j u a n a .



F inally, the State of Alaska has bee n  rec e i v i ng  n a t i o n w i d e  r e c o g n i ti o n  

t h r o u g h  telev i s i o n  talk shows w h e r e m a r i j u a n a  is the topic of 

d i s c u s s i o n .  On one suc h  show, a g uest e m p h a s i z e d  seve r a l  times that 

m a r i j u a n a  has been " L E G A L I Z E D "  in Alaska. T h e  word: D E C R I M I N A L I Z A T I O N " 

was n e v e r  m e ntioned. T ha t  little a d v e r t i s e m e n t  sh ou l d  give our tourist 
i n d u s t r y  q u i t e  a boost.

In closing, this D e p a r t m e n t  wi l l  a p p r e c i a t e  a n y  effort yo u  may put 

f o r t h  in guid i n g S e n a t e  Bill 32 out of c o m m i t t e e  a n d  to the floor of 

b o t h  the Se n a t e  and H ou s e  for a vote.

R e s p e c t f u l l y  Submitted,

Ro b e r t  A. Har r i n gt o  

C h i e f  of Po l i ce

s a n / R A H
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F e b r u a r y  26, 1987

Se n a t o r  Paul Fisher 

P o u c h  V (Mail Stop 3100)

Juneau, A K  99811

D ear Senator Fisher:

The Rot a r y  Club of Va l d e z  s up p o r t s  the C i t y  of Va l d e z  R e s o l u t i o n  N o . 8711 

w h i c h  urges the repeal of laws a l l o w i n g  for the p e r s o n a l  use of marijuana.

Sincerely,

P a t r i c k  M. Shely 

P r e s i d e n t  

P.O. Box 307 

Valdez, A K  99686
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FBI National Academy Associates
Alaska Chapter

February 9 , 1987

Represen tative Terry  Martin  
Alaska S ta te  L e g is la tu re  
P .O . Box V, S ta te  C ap ito l 
Juneau, AK 99811
Dear T e rry :
I  rece ived  your l e t t e r  o f  February 5 , 1987 , concerning the
te le con feren ce  bearing on Senator Pau l F is c h e r 's  b i l l  to  re c r lm ln a liz e  
marijuana and to  be he ld  on February 18 , 1987.
U n fo rtun a te ly , I  w i l l  be out o f  the s t a t e , a ttend in g  an Energy S e cu r ity  
Conference and w i l l  be unable to  p e rson a lly  t e s t i f y .  J. have been very 
In te re s ted  In th is  p a r t i c u la r  s u b je c t  f o r  a number o f  years and, as you 
are aware, I  served as V ice Chairman o f  the Anchorage Crime Commission 
In 1984 -8 5 . Th is s u b je c t  was one o f  our p r i o r i t i e s  then and i t  I s  s t i l l  
a cu rren t p r io r i t y  o f  the presen t Crime C o s l s s i o n  members.
In 1985 , we prepared an ex tensive review o f  In form ation  developed s in ce  
1976, when the e x is t in g  law was passed . I  was ra th e r  taken back th a t 
the D ire c to r  o f the S ta te  O f f ic e  o f  Drug and A lcoh o l Abuse s ta te d  th a t 
there had been no new s c ie n t i f i c  In form ation  gathered s in ce  1976 which 
would support the changing o f  the law . O bv iou s ly , t h i s ,  p a r t ic u la r  
in d iv id u a l has not done the research  th a t I  have and I'm  con fid en t th a t 
there i s  s u b s ta n t ia l s c i e n t i f i c  evidence to  support the  h e a lth  problem  
crea ted  by the use o f  m arijuana .
One o f  the major arguments used to s ta te  th a t  the law should remain the  
same i s  the amount o f  manpower and commitment th a t would be necessary in  
order to  en force  any changes in  the law . In my o p in ic ^ , th is  i s  not an 
Issue— the issu e  i s  the h ea lth  problem c rea ted  by the continuous use o f  
marijuana and, equa lly  important i f  not more s o , the i l lu s io n  i t  g ives 
to our young people th a t m arijuana in  A laska i s  le g a l and, th e re fo re , 
i t s  usage must not be harm fu l.

LINA.486 Officers Executive Board Pat Wellington. 75th. President
President1835 South Braga-* Street. MS 540 S Anchorage. Alaska 99512

SecretaryPO Box 53Willow. Alaska 99688
,007\ 4<K-64M

D tin  BIt iiu . 90th. Vice President. South Centul 
Dale F lo r iu . 9ith. Vice President. Northern 
Ben Neff 94th. Vice President. Southeast
T „ » > ,  U i u f e a M  M . U   .................... ..........................



A n c h o r a g e  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e  

Crime Commission
F e b ruary 25, 1987

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Terry Martin 
A l a s k a  House of Representatives 
Pouch V
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811 

Dear Terry:

The Anchor age Crime Commission has endorsed the 
recriminalization of marijuana as one of its 1987 
goals. The Commission  e n t h u s iastically  supports 
your p r e v i o u s l y  stated position on this issue.

The C o m mission 's Public O p in ion survey, conducted 
in the Anchorage area, indicated that there was a 
strong desire by the general public to change the 
present law.

This c orrespondence is to reiterate our strong 
support of this issue and request your continued 
support and endorsement of HB 55. We believe the 
passage of this legislation will be beneficial to 
A laska and its citizenry.

We further request your support in enlisting other 
members of the State Legislature to help assure 
passage of this bill into law.

If the A n c h o rage Crime Commission can be of 
further assistance in this matter please contact 
m e .

Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,

Harold C. Heinze ^
Chairman

A  Committee of the 
Anchorage Chamber 
of C o m m e r c e

415 FStrcct 
Anchorage AK995Q1 
(907)272-2401



A N C H O R A G E  P O L I C E  D E P A R T M E N T

4501 S O U T H  B R A G A W  S T R E E T  • A N C H O R A G E .  A L A S K A  99507-1599 

T E L E P H O N E  (907) 786-8500

T O N Y  K N O W L E S  
M A Y O R

R O N A L D  L O T T  
C H I E F

M a r c h  13, 1987

MAR 1  8 A 8 7
S e n a t o r  P a u l  F i s c h e r  

C ha i r m a n , H . E . S . S .  C o m m i t t e e  

A l a s k a  S t at e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P o u c h  V  (MS 3100)

June a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9811

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Fi s c h e r ,

T h e  pu r p o s e  of this l e t t e r  is to in f o r m  y o u  of our support for 

S e n a t e  B i l l  32 a d d r e s s i n g  the r e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  of m a r i j u a na .

W e  b e l i e ve  that recent r e s e a r c h  m a y  I n d icate that m a r i j u a n a  is 

m o r e  of a h e a l t h  h a z a r d  than o r i g i n a l l y  thought. We b e l i e v e  that 

the l e g i s l a t u r e  of the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  sh ou l d  take a serious look 

at r e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  a n d  h o l d  h e a rings r e g a r d i n g  its pot e n t i al  

m e d i c a l  effects u p o n  the populace. In a d dition, we beli e v e  that 

the y o u t h  of A l a s k a  r e c e i v e  a m i x e d  si g n a l  r e g a r d i n g  the 

a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  of d r u g  u s a g e  w h e n  m a r i j ua n a  is e s s e n t i a l l y  legal 

in this state. I n  a d d i t i o n  to that, we feel that the populace 

d e v e l o p s  a scoff l a w  a t t i t u d e  w h e n  the p o s s e s s i o n  of m a r i j u a n a  is 

legal, but the p u r c h a s e  of a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of is illegal.

We urg e  that the r e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  of m a r i j u a n a  be broug h t  from 

the c o m m i t t e e  an d  a d d r e s s e d  on the floor of the State Legi s l a t u r e .

If we can be of a n y  f u r t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e  r e g a r d i n g  this issue or 

a n y  o t h e r  law e n f o r c e m e n t  related i s s ue  that you w i s h  to call 

u p o n  us for, feel f r e e  to do so.

Sinc e r e ly ,

T.eputy C h i e f  of O p e r a t i o n s

)S:dl



SCHOOL DISTRCT
4600 DeBarr Avenue • Anchorage. Alaska 

99504
AREA CODE 907-333-9561 

2508 Blueberry Phone #276-1992

October 23, 1986

Ms. Alyce Hanley 

Representative

1024 E. 6th Ave., Suite 200 A 

Anchorage, Ak 99501

Dear Rep. Hanley:

I have enclosed for your information the names of the schools that were in attendance at the 

Alaska Association of School Governments fall conference held at Dimond High school. The list 

also contains the name of the student that was designated by their school to serve as the spokes­

person on business items.

The students did finish the just say no flag and have nade arrangements for the flag to be sent 

to Juneau and presented to the governor. The students also passed a resolution during their 

business meeting to support the establishment of Just say No clubs in schools, support for ad­

ditional Drug Education Programs and unanimous support for repealing the current marijuana stat­

ute for the state of Alaska. I have taken the liberty of enclosing a copy of the resolution 

for you. I think it would be wonderful if you would present this resolution to the house for 

the students. Likewise, if you could recarmend a senator, perhaps Jan Faiks, that would like 

to do the same in the senate, I would be interested in your reconmendation.

Please Let me know if it is possible for you to present the resolution on behalf of the students.

If I can be of any further assistance to you, please let me know.

Also for your information, the Alaska Association ot Secondary School Principals passed a res­

olution for repeal of the marijuana statute. Larry Graham would be the contact person for in­

formation about that resolution.

*■"" ‘ of students & education.

TJ:srv

cc: Dennis Johnson 

St. Dir. AASG A k ! C H o £ a «»e .  S c h o o l  d i s t r i c t



A l a s k a  A s s o c i a t i o n  C h i e f s  o f  P o l i c e

Mr. G e o r g e  N. N e l s o n

i.nchorage C r i m e  C o m m i s s i o n  

415 F Str e e t  

Anchorage, A l a s k a  99501

March 26, 1985

625 C  Street • Anchorage, Alaska 99501

D ear Mr. Nelson,

Our A s s o c i a t i o n  c o n d u c t e d  its annual m e e t i n g  on Ma r c h  22, 1985 in 

Anch o r a ge .

L e g i s l a t i o n  p e n d i n g  bef o r e  the A l a s k a  S tate L e g i s l a t u r e  was e x te n­

sively di sc u s s e d .  The A s s o c i a t i o n  has ident i f i e d  several pieces of 

l e g i s l at i o n  that it feels merit support. Among those bills we will be 

c o m m e n t i n g  on to the G o v e r n o r  and i ndividual legislators are four that 

we u n d e r s t a n d  have been ident i fi e d  as p r i o r i t y  le g i s l a t io n  by your 

C o m m i s s i o n .

These bills are as follows:

As stated p r e v i ou s l y ,  these bills were t h o r o u g h l y  d i s c u s s e d  by the 

A s s o c i a t i o n  m e m b e r s h i p .  The c o n s e n s u s  was a d i r e c t i v e  to relay 

our strong supp or t  for passage of the legislation.

I u n d e r s t a n d  that memb e r s  of your C o m m i s s i o n  will be g oing to J u n e a u  

shor t l y  to m e e t  w i t h  legislators. Please feel free to m ake those 

l e g i s l a t o r s a ware of our supp o r t for your l e g i s la t i v e  pr i o r ities.

If we can be of a n y  a d d i t i o n a l  a s s i s t a n c e  please do not h e si t a t e  to 

contact us.

HB 178 C o n s p i r a c y

HB 179 Hear s a y

HB 205 Ju v enile W a i v e r

S B - f W ~ 3 ^ _  R e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  of M a r i j u a n a

Sincerely,

Del Smith

S e c r e t o r y - T r e a s u r e r ,  ACOP

625 C Street 
Anchorage. Alaska 99501



K i w a n i s  C l ub  o f  A n c h o r a g e
P.O. BOX 101404 

ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99510

A n c h o r a g e  A s s e m b l y

Whereas, it is a m aj o r  e m p hasis of Kiwa n i s  I nt e r n a t i o na l  to enrich 

the lives of our youth, and

Whereas, the Kiwanis Club Of A n c h o r a g e  is c u r r e n t l y  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in 

a n a t i o n a l l y  promoted a c t i v i t y  of drug abuse p r e v e n t i o n  and edu c a t i o n  

through the Just Sav No F o u n d a t i o n , and

Whereas, the current laws in A l a s k a  do not co n s i d e r  it a crime to poss<

cert a i n  c o m b inations of c o nt r o l l e d  subst a n c e s  in certa i n  amounts, whici

is c o u n t e r p r od u c t i v e  to our efforts in the Just Sav No [to drugs] Prog:

N o w  therfore, be it r e s o l ve d  that the Kiwanis Club of Anc h o r a ge  he r e b y  

e n courages the A n c h o r a g e  M u n i c i p a l  A s s e m b l y  to adopt a r e s o l u t i o n  in 

support of c h a nging our statutes to make p os s e s s i o n  of a c o n t r o l le d  

substance, ocher than by prescription, a crime.

KIWKNiS l&ESol-OTiOKL



P H O N E  (907) 656-1205

\ \ J a n u a r y  T , ' - - 1 . 927

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T e r r y  M a r t i n  
P . O .  B o x  V 1. \
M a i l  S t o p  3 1 0 0  \
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9981  1 \

-  . i  ,  \
i  \  V.

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a r t i n :

\

T h e  B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  G a l e n a  C i t y  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  i s  
a p p a l l e d  a t  t h e  f r e e  u n c o n t r o l l e d  f l o w i n g  u s e  o f  c o n t r o l l e d  d r u g s  
i n c l u d i n g  m a r i j u a n a .  \

We a r e  a w a r e  o f  t h e  d e t r i m e n t a l  , e f f e c t  t h a t  d r u g s  h a v e  . .on t h e  
e d u c a t i o n  o f  s t u d e n t s  who  u s e  d r u g s  a n d  t h a t  s c h o o l s  a r e - h e l d  
a c c o u n t a b l e  f o r  t h e  l e a r n i n g  t h a t '  s h o u l d  t a k e  p l a c e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  
i t  i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  t h o s e  n e g a t i v e  e f f e c t s  o n  l e a r n i n g '  b e  
e l i m i n a t e d .  \  \i •. \ ' \\ \
One  o f  t h e  b i g  r e a s o n s  t h a t  l a r g e r  a n d ,  l a r g e r  n u m b e r s  o f  s t u d e n t s  \  
a r e  f a i l i n g  i n  s c h o o l  i s  t h e  u s e  o f  d r u g s  a n d  m a r i j u a n a .

\ \
O u r  S c h o o l  B o a r d  s t r o n g l y  e n c o u r a g e s  y o u  t o  s u p p o r t  s t r i c t e r  l a w s  
on  p o s s e s s i o n ,  s a l e . a n d  u s e .  F u r t h e r ,  we w o u l d  a s k  f o r  y o u r  
s u p p o r t  l a w s  t h a t  w i l l  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  a r r e s t ,  a n d  c o n v i c t i o n  o f
d e a l e r s . \
We a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e  a n d  s u p p o r t .

S i n c e r e l y ,

C a r o l e  C .  H u n t i n g t o n ,  P r e s i d e n t  
B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n

C C H / e l b
0 6 9 / 8 7

c c :  S c h o o l  B o a r d  M e m b e r s
G a l e n a  C i t y  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t



M A R C H  7, 1 7 8 8

I  F I N D  Y O U R  R E S P O N S E  T O  M Y  P G M  O F  F E B R U A R Y  2 3  C O N C E R N I N G  S B 3 2  

D I S T U R B I N G .  A S  W E  B O T H  K N O W ,  P O S S E S S I O N  O F  M A R I J U A N A  I S  P R C H i B I T E D  B Y  

S T A T U T E  L A W  I N  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  E X C E P T  I N  T H E  P R I V A C Y  O F  O N E S  OWN 

H O M E .  I F  Y O U R  O V E R R I D I N G  C O N C E R N  I S  F O R  C H I L D R E N ,  Y O U  W I L L  F I N D  

S O L A C E  A S  I  D O  I N  T H E  K N O W L E D G E  T H A T  S T I F F  P E N A L T I E S  A R E  P R O V I D E D  F O R  

A N Y O N E  C A U G H T  C L O S E  T O  A  S C H O O L  G R O U N D S  W I T H  I N T E N T  T O  S E L L  M A R I J U A N A .  

Y O U R  C L A I M  T H A T  W E  H A V E  L E G A L I Z E D  M A R I J U A N A  I S  S P U R I O U S  A N D  O B F U S C A T E S  

T H E  R E A L  P O I N T .

T H E  S T A T E  C O N S T I T U T I O N  W A S  W R I T T E N  B Y  F R E E  M E N  A N D  W OMEN F O R  F R E E  

M E N  A M D  W O M E N ,  N O T  T O - S E N D  A  S I G N A L .  T O  O U R  Y O U N G  P E O P L E  O R  A N Y B O D Y -  — • 

E L S E .  W H E N  I T  I S  I M P L E M E N T E D ,  A S  I T  W A S  I N  T H E  R A V I N  D E C I S I O N ,  W E  

S H O U L D  B E  G R A T E F U L  T H A T  T H E  F R A M E R S  O F  T H E  C O N S T I T U T I O N  P R O V I D E D  

P R O T E C T I O N S  F O R  P E R S O N A L  F R E E D O M  A N D  C I V I L  L I B E R T I E S  A N D  N O T  T R Y  T O  

S U B V E R T  T H E I R  I N T E N T .

I N  M Y  O P I N I O N ,  T H E  M O S T  I M P O R T A N T  M E S S A G E  T O  S E N D  C H I L D R E N  I S  

T H A T  L I F E  I S  F U L L  O F  D I F F I C U L T  D E C I S I O N S .  T H E  L I S T  O F  O R G A N I Z A T I O N S  

Y O U  P R O V I D E D  W I T H  Y O U R  L E T T E R  S U G G E S T  T O  M E  T H A T  S O C I E T Y  I S  R E A D Y  A N D  

W I L L I N G  T O  E D U C A T E  I T S  Y O U N G  C I T I Z E N S  A N  H E L P  T H E M  L . E A R N  T O  M A K E  G O O D  

D E C I S I O N S .  E D U C A T I O N  I S  T H E  O N L Y  R E A L  A!> ' ' E R  T O  T H I S  P R O B L E M .  Y O U  

C E R T A I N L Y  C A N ’ T  D E N Y  T H A T  C I G A R E T T E  S M O K I N G  B E C A M E  I N C R E A S I N G L Y  

U N P O P U L A R  A S  T H E  P U B L I C  B E C A M E  A W A R E  O F  T H E  S E R I O U S  H E A L T H  H A Z A R D S  

A S S O C I A T E D  W I T H  I T S  U S E  -  I T S  NOW " O U T  O F  V O G U E "  T O  B E  A  C I G A R E T T E  

S M O K E R .  I ' M  A F R A I D  Y O U N G  P E O P L E  R E S P O N D  T O  W H A T  I S  I N  O R  O U T  O F  

F A S H I O N  F A R  M O R E  T H A N  T H E Y  R E S P O N D  T O  W H A T  I S  O R  I S  N O T  L t - G A L .  A S  A  

M A T T E R  O F  F A C T ,  I L L E G A L I T Y  J U S T  A D D S  F U E L  T O  T H E  F I R E .  DO Y O U  R E A L L Y  

T H I N K  M A R I J U A N A  I S  M O R E  O F  A  P R O B L E M  NOW T H A N  I T  W A S  I N  T H E  L A T E  6 0 ’ S  

A N D  E A R L Y  7 0 ’ S ?

F I N A L L Y  R E P .  P E A R C E ,  Y O U R  A S S E R T I O N  T H A T  T H E  H E A L T H  H A Z A R D S  

A S S O C I A T E D  W I T H  C A S U A L  M A R I J U A N A  U S E  A R E  M O R E  S E V E R E  T H A N  T H O S E  

A S S O C I A T E D  W I T H  T H E  U S E  O F  A L C O H O L  L E A V E '  M E  U N C O N V I N C E D .  I  W O U L D  B E  

V E R Y  I N T E R E S T E D  I N  S E E I N G  A N Y  S T A T I S T I C S  Y O U  H A V E  S U P P O R T I N G  T H I S  

C L A I M .  I  S U S P E C T  Y O U R  L I T E R A T U R E  R E V I E W  I S  B I A S E D  A N D  N O T  V E R Y

T H O R O U G H .  I  H A V E  B E E N  A  S T U D E N T  O F  M E D T C I N E “ A N D ' A  H E A L T H  C A R E  ~ " * '

P R O V I D E R  F O R  M A N Y  Y E A R S  A N D  T H E R E  I S  MO G U E S T I O N  I N  M Y  M I N D  T H A T  

A L C O H O L  I S  A  F A R  M O R E  S E R I O U S  D A N G E R  F O R  T H E  I N D I V I D U A L  A N D  F O R  T H E  

S O C I E T Y .

I  AM S I M P L Y  O N E  O F  Y O U R  M A N Y  C O N S T I T U E N T S  M O T  A S S O C I A T E D  W I T H  A  

L A R G E  O R G A N I Z A T I O N  L I K E  T H E  " I M P R E S S I V E "  L I S T  Y O U  P R O V I D E D  W I T H  Y U L J R  

R E S P O N S E .  I  D O U B T  A L L  T H E  M E M B E R S  O F  A N Y  O F  T H O S E  G R O U P S  S U P P O R T  T H E  

S T A N D  -  A  T E A C H E R  O R  P O L I C E M A N  W O U L D  U N D O U B T E D L Y  L O O S E  H I S / H E I R  J O B  I F

T H E Y  A T T E M P T E D  T O  F O R M  A  C O M M I T T E E  I N  O P P O S I T I O N .  i  AM N O T  A  D R U G

U S I N G  F A N A T I C  A N D  I  T O O  AM D E E P L Y  C O N C E R N E D  W I T H  T H E  W E L F A R E  O F  O U R  

C H I L D R E N  -  S O  M U C H  S O  T H A T  I  H A V E  T A K E N - T H E  T I M E  T O  W R I T E  Y O U  A N D  U R G E  

Y O U  T O  R E C O N S I D E R  Y O U R  P O S I T I O N  A N D  N O T  S U P P O R T  S B 3 2 .

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  P E A R C E :

S I N C E R E L Y ,

B .  J .  B O N D ,  B . 3 . ,  M . S . ,  A . S . C . P



ALASKA COUNCIL ON PREVENTION OF ALCOHOL AND DRUG ABUSE, INC.

March 29, 1988

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J o h n n y  E l l i s  
H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
P .  0 .  B o x  V 
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  J o h n n y :

B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  wo r k  we d o  a t  t h e  A l a s k a  C o u n c i l  o n  P r e v e n t i o n  o f  A l c o h o l  a n d  
D r u g  A b u s e ,  I n c .  a n d  o u r  m i s s i o n  I  c o n t a c t e d  a l l  l e g i s l a t o r s  t h i s  s e s s i o n  w i t h  
r e g a r d  t o  C S S B  3 2 .  Y o u r  r e s p o n s e  was t h e  m o s t  s o u n d l y  b a s e d  o p i n i o n  r e q a r d i n g  
t h i s  c o m p l e x  i s s u e .

A s  y o u  k n o w ,  my  c o n c e r n  i s  t h e  m i x e d  m e s s a g e s  we g i v e  o u r  y o u t h .  I f  m a r i j u a n a  
i s  i l l e g a l  t o  s e l l ,  d e l i v e r ,  o r  p o s s e s s  i n  p u b l i c  o r  a u t o s ,  e t c .  h ow d o e s  m a r i ­
j u a n a  l e g a l l y  g e t  i n t o  t h e  p r i v a c y  o f  t h e  h o m e ?  W h a t  k i n d  o f  a  m e s s a g e  d o  we 
g i v e  o u r  y o u t h  a b o u t  t h e  l a w ?  When t h e  A n c h o r a g e  A s s e m b l y  h e a r d  t e s t i m o n y  
r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  p r o b l e m ,  m a n y  y o u n g  p e o p l e  c a m e  f o r t h  s h a r i n g  h o w t h e i r  d r u g  
a d d i c t i o n  b e g a n  w i t h  t h e  u s e  o f  m a r i j u a n a ;  s e v e r a l  s p o k e  o f  m a r i j u a n a  as t h e i r  
s o l e  a d d i c t i o n .

I t  i s  d i s c o u r a g i n g  t h a t  m a r i j u a n a  i s  n o t  c l a s s i f i e d  as  a d a n g e r o u s  d r u g .  D u r i n g  
t h e  p a s t  1 4  y e a r s ,  o f  w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  s u b s t a n c e  a b u s e ,  I  h a v e  s e e n  t h e  
d e v a s t a t i o n  o f  l i v e s  d u e  t o  a b u s e  a n d  a d d i c t i o n .  I  c o n s i d e r  a c t i o n  o n  t h i s  
p r o b l e m  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p r e v e n t i o n  s t r a t e g y .  P e r h a p s  t h i s  b i l l  i s  n o t  t h e  a n s w e r  
b u t  I  w i l l  n o t  g i v e  u p  u n t i l  o n e  i s  f o u n d .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  r e s p o n s e  a n d  f o r  a l l o w i n g  me t o  s h a r e  my  c o n c e r n s .

S i n c e r e l y

B e t t e  O ' M o o r  
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

B O M : j  r

7521 OLD SEWARD HWY., SUITE A ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99518 (907) 349*660?
A United Way Agency
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T h e  m o s t  p e r s u a s i v e  c r y  f o r  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  c o m e s  f r o m  
t h o s e  w h o  w a n t  t o  d o  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  d r u g  a b u s e  b y  y o u n g  
p e o p l e .  W e  s h a r e  t h i s  c o n c e r n  a n d ,  a s  a  c o m m i t t e e ,  w e  n e e d  
t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  C S S B  3 2  ( H E S S )  i s  a n  e f f e c t i v e ,  a p p r o p r i a t e  
a n d  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  m e a n s  o f  i n h i b i t i n g  t h i s  d e s t r u c t i v e  
b e h a v i o r .  I t  w o u l d  b e  t r a g i c  i f  t h i s  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  b i l l  
w o u l d  d i s t r g f c i :  l e g i s l a t i v e  'a'WlTl J  l i m i t  a L L e n L l u n  f l 'O W

‘ ^ - g r o e s n o n a r - p r g g m r e . C a t l f t s e r i n ^ V r " s T r ” n t e r V C T y . i f l H  'A n t r  
• T:, ,5Th^i “'Tn<ycTi'0cis" or p r e v e h t i o n ' rnS'E" "h a v e  p r o v e n  records' o F

perforpannf>.#  ■  ........
W e  a p p r e c i a t e  h e a r i n g  y o u r  v i e w s  o n  t h i s  s u b j e c t .  

T h a n k  y o u  a g a i n  f o r  c o n t a c t i n g  u s .

l i s ,  C o - C h a i r  
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P a l r a e R  P o l i c e  D e p a R t r a e n t

423 S O U T H  V A L L E Y  W A Y  
P A L M E R ,  A L A S K A  99645

P H O N E :  (907)  745-4811 J O H N  L.  M c K l B B E N  
C H I E F  O F  P O L I C E

F e b r u a r y  2 4 ,  1 9 8 7

S e n a t o r  P a u l  F i  s h e r  
C h a i r m a n ,  H  & S S  C o m m i t t e e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  Ak 9 9 8 1 1  ( M a i l  S t o p  3 1 0 0 )

D e a r  S e n a t o r  F i s h e r ,

I  u r g e  y o u  t o  g i v e  y o u r  f u l l  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  3 2 ,  T h e  
R e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  o f  M a r i j u a n a .

I  a m a w a r e  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  t h e  p o w e r  t o  k i l l  t h i s  b i l l  t h r o u g h  i n a c t i o n  w i t h i n  
y o u r  c o m m i t t e e ,  a n d  I  a s k  t h a t  y o u  n o t  a l l o w  t h i s  t o  h a p p e n .

I  f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  h a s  m o r e  s u p p o r t  a t  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  1 e'>e 1 t h i s  y e a r  t h a n
i t  h a s  e v e r  h a d  i n  t h e  p a s t .

F r o m  my  p e r s o n a l  p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  I  s u p p o r t  t h i s  b i l l  a s  a  g e n e r a l  s t a t e m e n t  o f  
w h a t  o u r  w h o l e  a t t i t u d e  s h o u l d  b e  a b o u t  d r u g s ,  a n d  n o t  a s  a  t o o l  f o r  l a w  e n f o r c e ­
m e n t .  T o  b e  q u i t e  h o n e s t ,  o u r  a g e n c y  wa s  n o t  v e r y  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  a r r e s t  a n d
c o n v i c t i o n  o f  m a r i j u a n a  u s e r s  w h e n  i t  wa s  a g a i n s t  t h e  l a w  b e f o r e .  I  kn o w t h a t
i f  m a r i j u a n a  i s  r e c r i m i n a l i z e d ,  my d e p a r t m e n t  w i l l  n o t  a c t i v e l y  p u r s u e  v i o l a ­
t o r s  o f  t h i s  s t a t u t e ,  h o w e v e r ,  I  v e r y  s t r o n g l y  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  t h i s  l a w  
w o u l d  m a k e  i s  o f  m a j o r  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  y o u t h  o f  o u r  s t a t e .  N o b o d y  s h o u l d  
w a n t  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t o  g r o w  u p  w i t h  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  u s i n g  d r u g s  i s  O . K .

I  h a v e  b e e n  a c t i v e l y  d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  i s s u e  w i t h  t h e  v a r i o u s  c i t i z e n s  g r o u p s  i n  
t h i s  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  t h e  r e s p o n s e  h a s  b e e n  s t r o n g l y  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  r e c r i m i n a l i z a ­
t i o n .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  a n y  s u p p o r t  y o u  c a n  p r o v i d e  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r .

J L M / p b
c c :  S e n a t o r  J a y  K e r t t u l a

S e n a t o r  M i k e  S z y m a n s k i  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  R o n  L a r s o n  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C u r t  M e n a r d  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T e r r y  M a r t i n  
P r e s i d e n t  A C O P  P a t  S h e l y

^ o h n  L .  M c K i b b e n  
C h i e f  o f  P o l i c e
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TOGIAK CITY COUNCIL
P.O. Box 99 

Togiak, Alaska 99678 
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s i t u a t i o n  f r o m  a d i f f e r e n t  a c c r o a c h .  In n l a s r  a.. t o  s e l l

a lo o n e  l ie b e v e r a g e s  . v o u  (rust h a v e  a 1; o u o r  l i c e n s e  a n o  1 r. 

•Za.na.oa v o n  g o  t o  a s t a t e  l i a u o r  s t o r e  t o  b u v  l i a u o r .  S i n c e  

m a r i j u a n a  is  a d r u g ,  w h v  n o t  at l e a s t  h a v e  it l i c e n s e d  s o  we 

c a n  g e t  it o u t  o f  t h e  h a n d s  o f  d o o e  d e a l e r s  a n d  c r i m i n a l s .

H e r  e i |~. t h e  v 1 1 i a g e  0 1  : d o  i a k  ■ t h e  t i c s  os * 1 v  . w  •; or

s c o v t  < . 5 0  w o r t h  o f  m a r i j u a n a  in o n e  t i n .  c i o a  * e t t e .

If t h e  c i t v  n e ' e  w a s  s e l l * n o  t n e  c r u o  o u t  o * t h e  c l i n i c

at t h e  o r  i c e  o f  < 1 . 0 0  if 1 . 0 0  c o s t .  S i . 0 0  c i t .  ta- . -1 .00

s t a t e  t a  t n e n  t n e  d o o e  b u s i n e s s  c o u l d  b e  t a r e n  o u t  of t n e  

h a n d s  o f  t h e  c r i m i n a l s  a n d  d o o e  d e a l e r s  w h o  a r e  r i D c i n c  o f f  

a l l  oi u s .
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Me s e e  r r i t z

J a m e e  F o r b e e  

L o c a l /  R e s i d e n t
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PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: REPRESENTATIVE TAYLOR

NAME: LYNDA ADAMS TITLE:ADDRESS: P.O. BOX 7171CITY: KETCHIKAN, AK ZIP: 99901°HONE: N/R- SILL NO: SB 32SUBJECT: PENALTY FOP POSSESSION OF MARIJUANAMESSAGE: TIME IS RUNNING OUT FOR THE YOUTH OF ALASKA IF YOU DON'T PASS SENATE BILL 32 OUT OF THE YGUR COMMITTEE SOON. THE VERY LEAST YOU COULD DO IS TO WAIVE SENATE BILL 32 OUT OF YOUR COMMITTEE NOW AND SEND ON TO JUDICIARY SO IT CAN BE VOTED ON THE FLOOR RIGHT AWaY. PLEASE!

DEAR: REPRESENTATIVE TAYLOR

NAME: DANA LECORNU TITLE:ADDRESS: CIPT MOD 0, 1300 E. 9THCITY: ANCHORAGE ZIP: 99501PHONE: n/R- BILL NO:SUBJECT: UNFAIR TRIALMESSAGE: THE LEGISLATURE IS PART OF THE CHECK AND BALANCE OF THE STATE GO MENT, WHY ARE THEY CHECKING INTO A COURT THAT ALLOWS AN INNOCENT TO BE CO­ED IN AN UNFAIR TRIAL WHERE THE JUDGE, PROSECUTOR AND PUBLIC DEFENSE ATTCR DO SECRETLY CONSPIRE TOGETHER TO CONVICT AN INNOCENT MAN.

POMID: 08101925 OATE: 03/19/88 TIME: 10:19:25 LIONAME: KETCHIKAN LIO
COPIES: REPRESENTATIVES SENATOR!

POHID: 03099090 DATE: 03/19/88 TIME: 09:9^:90 LIONAME: ANCHORAGE LIO
COPIES: 'tcPRESENTATrVES REPRESENTATIVES SFNATORS

ELLIS FISCHER ADAMS BARNES ABOODKOPONEN JONES BOUCHER BOYER BINKLEYSUHD BROWN CATO COGHILLDONLEY COLLINS COTTEN DUNCANGRUENBERG DAVIDSON OAVIS ELIASONHANLEY DONLEY ELLIS FAHRENKAMPHUDSON FRANK FURNACE FAIKSPHILLIPS GOLL GRUENBERG FANNINGGRUSSENDORF HANLEY FISCHERHERRMANN HOFFMAN HALFORDHUDSON KOPONEN HENSLEYLARSON MARTIN JONESMENARO MILLER JOSEPHSONNAVARRE PEARCE KELLYPETTYJOHN PHILLIPS KERTTULAPOURCHOT RIEGER RODEYSHULTZ SPRINGER STURGULEWSKI5UND SWACKHAMMEP SZYMANSKIULMER WALLIS UEHLINGZAWACKI ZHAROFF
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P U B L I C  O P I N I O N  M E S S A G E

D E A D S  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  T A  L O R

N A M E S  S U S A N  B U T L E R

T I T L E :

' J R E S S S  H C 0 1  B O X  6 0 5 0 - D  

C I T Y S  P A L M E R  Z I P S  9 9 6 9 5

P H O N E S  7 9 5 - 0 9 8 8  

L L  NOS

3 J E C T  S U A A  B U D G E T
S S A G E S  I  S I N C E R E L Y  U R G E  Y O U  T O  S U P P O R T  U  O F  A B U D G E T  L I N E  7  I N C R E M E N T S  

U P P E R  D I V I S I O N  C O U R S E S  A T  T H E  E X T E N D E D  S I T E S . T H E  * 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  S H O U L D  B E  I N -  

A S E O  T O  * 1 5 0 , 0 0 0 .

P O f l l D S  X 9 1 3 3 5 2 1  

D A T E S  0 3 / 1 8 / B  i 
T I M E S  1 3 S 3 5 s 2 ! i  

ON A M E S  M A T - S U  L I O

: 0 P I E S S  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  S m S S B S

A D A M S B A R N E S AO O O O

B O U C H E R B O Y E R B I N K L E Y

B R O U N C A T O C O G H I L L

C O L L I N S C O T T E N O U N C A N

D A V I D S O N D A V I S E L I A S O N

D O N L E Y E L L I S F A H R E N K A M P

F R » K F U R N A C E F A I K S

G O L L G R U E N B E R G F A N N I N G

G R U S S E N D O R F H A N L E Y F I S C H E R

H E R R M A N N H O F F M A N H A L F O R O

H U D S O N K O P O N E N H E N S L E Y

L A R S O N M A R T I N J O N E S

H E N A R O M I L L E R J O S E P I . S O N

N A V A R R E P E A R C E K E L L Y

P E T T Y J O H N P H I L L I P S K E R T T U L A

P O U R C H O T R I E G E R R O D E Y

S H U L T Z S P R I N G E R S T U R G U L E W S K I

S U N O S U A C K H A M M E R S Z Y M A N S K I

U L M E R W A L L I S U E H L I N G

Z A U A C K I Z H A R O F F

) P F S P O N S E  R F Q U I P F O

P U B L I C  O P I N I O N  M E S S A G E

D E A R S  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  T A Y L O R

N A M E S  S H A R O N  H I L S O N  

T I T L E S

A D D R E S S s  M I L E  9  N O R T H  T O N G A S 5

C I T Y S  K E T C H I K A N ,  AK  Z I P S  9 9 9 0 1

P H O N E S  N / R -  

B I L L  N O S  S B  3 2
S U B J E C T S  P E N A L T Y  F O R  P O S S E S S I O N  O F  M A R I J U A N A

M E S S A G E S  P L E A S E  P A S S  S E N A T E  B I L L  3 2 .  I  S T R O N G L Y  U R G E  P A S S A G E  O F  T H I S  S I L L .

P O M O S  0 8 1 3 9 0 3 2  

D A T E S  0 3 / 1 8 / 8 8  

T I M E S  1 3 S 9 0 S 3 2  

L I O N A M E S  K E T C H I K A N  L I O

C O P I E S :  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e sy
S U N O  -------

H A N L E Y  I 

D O N L E Y  

E L L I S  

G R U E N B E R G  

H U D S O N  | 

K O P O N E N  

P H I L L I P S



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

D E A R :  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  T A Y L O R  D E A R :  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  T A Y L O R

N A M E :  R E B E C C A  A L O N G  

T I T L E :

A D D R E S S * . .  P  0  B O X  3 9 9  

C I T Y :  Y A L K E E T N A  

P H O N E :  N / R -  

B I L L  N O :

subject: 
message:

Z I P :  9 9 6 7 6

R E P  G R U S S E N D O R F * S  L E T T E R
I  A G R E E  W I T H  E V E R Y T H I N G  T H E  S P E A K E R  S A Y S .  F O R  TWO Y E A R S  T H E  

S E N A T E  G A N G  H A S  B E E N  J4A W D .J N G  H U N O R E O S  O F  M I L L I O N S  I N  T A X  B R E A K S  T O  T H E  

O I L  M O G U L S  W H I L E  P U T T I N G  B A C K  B A S I C  S E R V I C E S  A N O  R E S O U R C E  P R O T E C T I O N  

OR T H E  R E S T  Q f ^ S S .  I  AM S I C K ^ J F  I T .

Z I P :  9 9 9 0 1

N A M E :  D R .  A R T H U R  W I L S O N ,  J R .

T I T L E :

A D D R E S S :  ( 1 I L E  9  N O R T H  T O N G A S S  

C I T Y :  K E T C H I K A N ,  AK  

P H O N E :  N / R -  

B I L L  N O :  S B  3 2

S U B J E C T :  P E N A L T Y  F O R  P O S S E S S I O N  O F  M A R I J U A N A

M E S S A G E :  P L E A S E  P A S S  S E N A T E  B I L L  3 2 .  T H I S  B I L L  S H O U L D  B E  P A S S E D  A S  A  P O S I T  

A C T I O N — A G A I N S T  I L L I C I T  D R U G  U S E .

P O M I Q :  1 9 1 3 3 7 1 9  

O A T E :  0 3 / 1 8 / 6 8  

T I M E :  1 3 : 3 7 : 1 9  

L I O N A M E :  M A T - S U  L I O

P O M I D :  0 8 1 3 3 U 0 7  

D A T E :  0 3 / 1 8 / 8 8  

T I M E :  1 3 : 3 0 : 0 7  

L I O N A M E :  K E T C H I K A N  L I O

COPIES: S  S E N A T O R S C O P I E S :  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S

A D A M S B A R N E S A B O O D H A N L E Y  I '

B O U C H E R B O T E R B I N K L E Y S U N D

B R O U N C A I O C O G H I L L D O N L E Y
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PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR* REPRESENTATIVE TAYLOR

NA M E *  B I L L  A N O  0 A N I T A  T R U D E A U  

T I T L E *

A D D R E S S *  2 2 7 5  5 T H  A V E .

C I T Y *  K E T C H I K A N  Z I P *  9 9 9 0 1

P H O N E *  N / R -  

B I L L  N O *  S B  3 2

S U B J E C T *  P E N A L T Y  F O R  P O S S E S S I O N  O F  M A R I J U A N A

M E S S A G E :  P L E A S E  S U P P O R T  S E N A T E  B I L L  3 2  A S  I T  C O M E S  T O  T H E  S E N A T E  F L O O R .  

P L E A S E  H E L P  I T  M OV E T O  T H E  H O U S E  F O R  P A S S A G E  T O O .  F O U R  0 U N C E 3  I S  F A R  

B E Y O N D  A  P E R S O N A L  C H O I C E  I S S U E .


