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Laws governing marijuanatsé *
tougher than many may realize

Behind closed doors: Marijuana and privacy

By Patti Harper
TiX]e*WFlter P

The Alaska Senate recently
passed on to the House a bill that
would make possession of mari-
juana a crime punishable by up
to 90days injail and a $1,000fine.

It's called a bill to recriminal-
ize marijuana. And it would
make illegal something now legal
in the state—possession of small
amounts for personal use.

But, perhaps the current law
is not as lax as some people
think.

Sure, you can smoke mari-
juana :u your own home in
Alask' without being labeled a
criminal, if you’re an adult.

You can even grow it at home
for your own use, and keep 4
ounces on hand.

But, that’s about all you can
do legally with marijuana in thc-
only state where marijuana use

fipge [lex!-

— Dimension H-1

is not entirely illegal.

Eighty-five people were ar-
rested fj’r marijuana-only crimes
statewide #n the year ending
June 30,.,#67, according to Sgt.
Carl Swanson, head of the State-
wide Narcotics Unit for the
Alaskal- State Troopers. There
wetf 21 other arrests involving

See Marijuana, pye A8



Marijuana debate clouded by smoke

Lawmaker, lawyer differ
over bill's intent, effects

T

Rep Fritz Pettyjohn, R-An-
rho[t p,arr\TdHIlzyermnV\m_V\n?a
court taw making possession (or
personal use algnon‘e legal In
Alaska, allomey Irwin Ravin,
share the smoking habit. Clga-
reites, Ihal is, nol marijuana.

The two took a cigarette
break togeiher before debatiny
mma Harriett Democratic Clu
luncheon In Vinchorage whether
possession of small amounts of
%ana should be recriminal-

The legislature decriminal-
red manjuana, making posses-
ion of smril amounts a violation
Hlawinscao of a Jailabte crime,
ust two \Agelcrtbefore the Allas(lg
mpare Lourt unanimously ce
!gre]td in o%hﬂz;llatl |v%n insuffi-
i I ru
_-erlspa serious public %eglrt%
iroblem, the Privacy Clause of
he state constitution prolecls
*Tsonaluseofllalhome.

The focus of Ihe luncheon c
ale was Senate Bill 3. which
as passed the Senate and is now

rw-Hf-**. Il ~*Ltn*\h Bra—,pn?ari'u

et e
class B misdemeanor jpuni
ﬁf)ySOdays in jail and a {1,000

When asked by someone al the
ncheon if he” would sulg)port
aking tobacco _illegal,, _etﬁ-
>m who Is pushing recriminall-
itlon ol marijuana, pulled a
JeK of cigarettes from his shirt

sal .
_Though, lobacco Is an “'evil,"
id "pernicious.” drug, it is also
hopeless cause to keep peaple
im using It or alcohol by mek-
gsltt' illegal, hesaid.

ill, he argued, recriminallza-

I nol marijuanawill help senda

essage 10 youny le |hat
ey shouldn’%’s(%uar’? er%Oklpng pol.
| want them lo say no when
. «mire offered marijuana,” Pel-
i mhnsaid of his three sons.
"l want lo give them a laun-
v list of reasons. one of
|se_(5>e|ng it's against the law,"
said,
Ravin, who practice’ 'n
mer but has register*
hylst on this Issue, poin~\Mt
riready Is ogalnst Ihe law for

minors to use marijauna.

Recriminalizing adult use of
marijuana would Send a message
lo young people "'that politicians
can legislate our morals,
politicians can tell us what lo do
inour own homes." Ravin said.

“I don't think that’s a mes-
sage we want lo send our chil-
dren." hesaid. . o

. ""You’re not making a distinc-
tion between what’t ‘dangerous
and )[A/nat’§ not and that'll con-

m.
. Ravin repeatedly called mari-
juana "'innocuous,” .

"Nobody Is being hurt by this
drug,”" hesaid. )
Al ﬁarsgd he églt;wks one In five

asl robabl mari-
gjan_a, or rgbout h](lﬁ? le.

avin said the users have done
so, legally for 13 years making
this an ideal placé to study Ihe
druq'seffects. .

"t seems that it would be
ver){]eobwous (if it were) a seri-
ous heallhhazard," he sald

Ravin said there has never
been a hospital admission of a

rson who had overdosed on

ana . . . .
]lenaIMMMIinBIII%*!
of marijuana, as Ihere
came ahd heroin and many non.
prescription drugs.

"Nobody’s ever been beaten
up se  somebody was
freaked out on marijuana,” he

asserted, ) .

Pettyjohn did not _ directly
challenge _those assertions, but
he maintained Ihat studies he has
Irewe\_/ve? show marljuanaI ntuesle

rs leamning, memory, Ir

Ien(})l?é_l perfq_rrﬁ%nce andr%j/rl\/l .
He said marijuna has bad effects
on the lungs and ¢can negatively
affect psychol@mal (Unctions
and personiality development.

Pettyjohn Said_the scientific
evidence Ihat matijuana Isa pub-
lic health hazard IS stronger now
Ihan it was In 193
~ He said Ihe fact Ihat lhe ac
live substance In marijuana, te-
trahydrocannabinol  (TTHC)
more concentrited In moden
marijuana will lip the lega
scales and allow this new law ti
pass conslilullonal muster.

Bui, Ravin said nothing ha
changed In ihe debate over re
criminalization.

TWibHatol
Irwin Rai in lakes nules al Thursday’s Hearing, while Rep. Frilx Pellyjohn waves ado" ieni lo back up his arguments.
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Legislators’ anti-marijuana case fuli of smoke

By ROBERT WAGSTAFF ”f to 30 as cau5| the user to smoke
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Board pushes for
tougher pot laws

The Associated Press

KETCHIKAN - The Ket-
chikan Gateway Borough
School District has approved
a resolution calling for state
lawmakers to again make
marijuana possession and use
a crime — but not without
objections from some school
board members.

* “l don’t think it’s strong

enough,”” said Donald Chen-"

hall, a board member.

“My main objection is, al-
though the ends are desirable,
the means are bad,” said Dr.
Tom Conley, another board
member.

Conley and Chenhall voted

against the resolution. It
passed 5-2. Similar measures
, were passed recently by the
Anchorage Assembly and the
*Ketchikan City Council.
.. “Marijuana is harmful,”
Betty Wilson told the board
members during the public
comment portion of the meet-
.ing. "Some people think there
is a right to privacy issue
here. However, if it causing
harm to children there is no
right to privacy.”

Conley said he was con-
vinced making marijuana use

a crime would have no bear-
ing on use of the drug. A lack
of police to back up new laws
could lead to arbitrary and
capricious enforcement, he
said.

Chenhall said he would
prefer a resolution with some
educational content, and said
he supported comprehensive
drug education,, including in-
formation about marijuana,
alcohol and other commonly
used drugs.

“1 wouli agre." with Mr.
Chenhall,” said tre board’s
student representat:ve, Scott
Wedel. “It’s not strong
enough.”

Wedel voted against the
resolution, but his vote does
not count.

Board member Pam Hjorte-
set questioned the effects of a
tougher law, but voted for the
resolution.

"l don’t know where
there's enough jail space in
the state of Alaska,” Hjorte-
set said. "It’s already illegal
to push the stuff. The drug
education we are putting in
the schools are going to be of
more benefit.”
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Anti-dope vote is~
just grandstanding

For cheap political theatrics, you can't beat the show
put on this week in the Alaska State Senate. Senators
outdid each other vwng for the public spotlight as they
voted to recriminalize” possession of marijuana. Only
Libertarian-turned-Republican  Ken Fanning of
Fairbanks dared to say no to this exercise in pointless
posturing. .

The senators seem to have forgotten something called
the privacy clause of the Alaska Constitution. Under
that clausé, what citizens do in their own homes is
presumed to be their own business, unless the state can
show some compelling reason to invade their privacy.

The Alaska Supreme Court ruled in 1975 that State
marijuana laws didn't meet that test. The court found
no evidence of social harm that would justify banning
marijuana in the privacy of the home. .

It'is quite ﬂossmle that such evidence now exists. The
senators just haven't made a very good case. Their main
justification was a patently one-sided House Research
Agency report. As the author of that work admitted to
the House member who commissioned it: “As you
requested, | have not included anY research whicn
d|s$utes the findings set out in the bill." .

That justification pales in comparison with the
legislature’s work on a 1986 law that allows localities to
ban alcohol possession. After holdln% hearings across
the state, a sgeual committee compiled a long report
documenting the destruction alcohol unleashes in many
Alaska communities. Apparently that kind of hard
work was too much to expect from this year's Senate.

The tough-talking senators wouldn't even put their
money where their mouths are. They decided the
troopers and court system wouldn't need any extra
money to enforce the law. If this law is going to cut
man&uana use, how can it not cost more money?
Alaskans have to wonder If even the bill's supporters
realize it will have little real effect. .

In the end, supporters said the important thing was
to send Alaskans a message: Using marijuana is
dangerous; don't do it. .

They may well be right. But their message would
have been more compelling had the senators done their
homework. The only message they've sent so far is that
golmtcal grandstanding is alive and well in the state
enate.



Marijuana: A controversy re-ignites

3i%|Brother cannot,

in the name of

ic health, dictate to anyone what
e can eat or drink or smoke in the
irivacy of his own home.’

+ Alaska Chief Justice Jay Rabinowitz, quoting a Michigan
ecision in Ravin v. State of Alaska, May 27,1975
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re wasnot 0(1 enoughjustifica- nentssa [t'san 1Ssueo FtleacK

Ia 0 Intrutle onpeopes realgL#F tion IS Wi ﬁt ertheissiesare

N ig.y er§ntnowt anthe Were in
Thesate n0t|m 0se Its oYv 5—or threeyears earlier, when the
ionso mora ty, propriety, orfash-  Ravin case began.

T-G-R--Vv BV BOB ORTEGA
Ifyou'reanaduli, in"hisstateyou  search that uncovered some man-
/fetheright lolight up I Joint inthe  juana he had in his pocket. He had de-

vacy ol your own horre, It'saright
it's beeri legally rec nlsed ever
ceJhe lateSpring 0U97S, when . ~
isklbecamethe Itst—andahly-—
te-tolegalize marijuana.

In Ravinv. State of Alaska, a unenJ-
‘usstate Supreme Court ruled that
|se55|onofmarljuana—b adults
10m* for perso;

venihe relative insignificance of
fuanaconsumptlon asahealth
blem inour soaety at Rresent"
re was not Justlfica-
nfor the state to Intrudeon people's
httoprivacy.

"The state cannot Impase ils own -
ions of morality, propriety, ortaltw
oniindividuals when the public has
egitirmaia interest in (lieaffairs of
seindividuals," Rabinowitz wrote,
low, 13years latpr, anumberﬂfl£
aiors in Junemzare pushing a-Mi t0
nm| nakfee(?ol ,saying Ihat new ancfT

cal evidence that mari-
na isharmftil gives Ihe state a com-
|ng reason lo resurrect the issue.
ks 0o, the Senate voted 17-1
nd recon:sncskrak[ﬂabtl|otr)1—tot o
possess nishable by up to
sinjail. ThatBuI Isnowbefor% the
ilth. Educatlon and Social Services
-imiltee inthe
g;shlégthe bill —Sen, Paul
Soldotna, and Rep. Terry
rﬂ" 'P-Anchorage—say it’s an
eofheaifh, OP nents Say It's an
eol pnvzcy e real questlon Is
he Lvaresare any dillerent
than theywere in r three
{searller when the Ravincase
n

wo weeks before Chrisimas 1972 a
ceollicer stoppedattorney Irwin
inonan Anchorage street for a
led-out tail light. Ravin refused to
Ihe licket, pUrposely provoking a

8

| [swhen | | h
|onon ndividuals when ¥heaL# tc a

ears later, anumbe
glsatom Juneauare Sh
ecrimin (Eor sa %t

e aL.now.%hafF
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Jncrease me
Pa iSharm 9
ellin reﬁsonto esurrect t e|(sjsue

cided to make himself the test case in
aneifon losee If Alaska's right to pri-

... vacy—added to the constitiition Just

‘fawmomhseartler—protected the .
use of marijuana. -

""We'd talked about domg thecase,"
said Bob Wa%taff the attorney who
represented Ravin {or theAIas

-qmtown ouse that serves as

week before the arrest.

"We talked about how we thought
the time was right, the tody of scien-
tific evidence was right, everythin
seemed favorable, and we decided we
woulddoihe case,' tall recalled.

"It r\]Nas ‘jUsta mafter o
ri

ok Then aweek later Irwin had that
opportuni
At trial, Wagsull and Ravin raised
anumber ol constitutional arguments.
The most Important Went like this:

The right taprivaeyBi broad enough to

A
U(i IVes ﬁ]ES atea com-

Civil
leelmes Union. Sl Itmg atadeskinthe

it1 try the consjliyllonal righunJ
ﬁsﬁkoun%etd& ‘--IT
dice M, RabtiowttzsaMIhai ~toe

of waiting for thff™ -

In 1972, a bumed-out tail light in Irwin Ravin's car set off a chain of events leading to Alaska's marijuana la

protect ion ol marijuana lor
personal use. Given that right, the
state has toshowacom elling Interest
. inbanning the drug.

“Jotol other substances, such as alco— *
hol. marijuana is pretty innocuous, S0
there isn’t enough of a threat tohealth
orsocutagto JUS |ny|oIaI|ngﬂ1at fun-

rivacy rigl

dlscttBtfaﬁ% tay#f1 Ez)utltmm _.ijm%%dﬁg%gfw |61r|0%h0| 3

pack-a-day Lucky Strike srm*er£
theg told the court.
istrict Court Judge Dorothy Tyner

didn't buy it. After six months of con-
flicting expert testimony, motions and
cross motions, she rule hggamst every
argfument the twomen

he %opeal wasa different story. A
Yhe half later—e.ie week after

 legislature passeda bill todecrimi-

nalize marijuana—a unanimous state
Supreme Court agreed with the pri-
vacy argument.

Ourterritory and now state has

whoprize their Individuality,” wrote
Chiel Justice Jay Rahinowitz, "'and
who have chosen tosettle or tocon-
tinue living here inorder to achieve a
measure ol control over their own I-

But compared losIT sfastyfc* which is now-virtually unat-

Laihabfe Inmany of our sister slates.™

Rabinowitz cautioned lhat the court

was not oondonlng the use of mari-
Juara. And he said there is no funda-

metal ht to possess
glﬂlnal andtec%ldls—

! |t||dh Mtbe."WplUNievidence re- *
riskor danger from ;

ardingany
%)edrug lieconcluded that there was
nolinn evidence [hal marijuana

ageneral danger o the useror looth-

rS.

"It appears Ihat (, euseof mari-
juana, as it Is present, vused inthe
nited States today, d es not consti-

tute a public health pn olem of any sig-

nificant dimensions. | is, (or instance,

Far more Innocuous ir terms of physio-
|cal and soaal daf age thanalcohol

As radlcal as the Ksaol Iegallzmg .

traditionally beén the home of people - V' pot smokinganywhen;—even at

L Justice Robert Booche

borne—may have seemed toso;
two fellowjustices wrote concur
opinions Ihat wait even further.

“Itis certain the right to prim
does not vanish whenone leaves
hore,"* wrote Justice Roger Cor

"It includes not onlyactivitie
sociated within the home and va
associated with the home, but al
right to be left alore and fodo as
ptoses anlaog as theactivity dc
infringe 00 the rights of othan.’

Er,,.

The decision made ay bigsplay
thetime. One national na/vsanag
called Itthe roost nrﬁortant
decision in Alaska's history. Inp
tice, it allows possetsicn at hom-
to (0ur ounces or theequivalent.
plants. In the yean nrtce, nooth
stale has k-galized any amount o
jjuana.

But many have decriminalize
making possessionol small amo
punl le only by fines. The Its:

eludes Callfornla Colorado, Mai
anesota, Ssissippi, Nebrask
. See Bifl, pa;



'‘Bill: How absolute is privacy?

Continued from page H-l

New York, North Carolina, Ohio
and Oregon, according lo the Na-
tional Organization for the Re-
form of “Marijuana Laws, or
NORML.

Times have changed, ol
course, and those seeking [o re-
criminalize marijuana say the
lasi 13years have made a’lot of
difference in the strength of
street marijuana and In our
knowledge of the medical risks
associated with smoking.

"'The rights to privacy are not
absolute,"™ said ' Sen. “Fischer.
""They can be made toyield."

Tihose ng{\r/]olver(]iaslnhthe Ravin
¢ I say nothing has changed.

"l wasn't ag all supnsed we
%ot a favorable ruling then." said

avin, who now practices law in
Homer and_ " still
marijuana.
what | eXE

tual medical issues
nor the privacy issues

to hormonal changes," he said,
"but the doses are just ridicu-
{ousl){l high to see any symp-
oI,

As for other medical prob-
lems, "the rest are really
sketchy," Fellx said, adding that
there 1s no relation wiaisoever
to alcohol overdoses. He went on
to warn that smoking is un-

"There's never been a binh
delect, overdose, or death from
nw*uana,"_Wagstallsmd. .

""The findings inthe senate bill
are absolutely ridiculous,” said
Jon Gettman.” National Director
of NORML Gettman said lie also
lakes exception lo Fischer's ar-
gument marijuana is
Stronger now, which gives more
cause lorconcern.

"'We know medically the THC
content ts stronger,” Fischer

WHAT'S LEGAL
[letyiegy

—Adults over 19Usi ijar&légna at home the

0r personal use

WHAT'S NOT

nal Use
Ur-ounces on hand

court battle, )

“The legislature is altempting
to pass a patently unconstitu-
tional law. They are certainly
acting with tinarrogance Ihat Ihe
constitution is just a piece ol

per that doesn't mean any-

|n'(1;"hesa|d.

“there are many Peopl_e
who'll fight (or our right. to pri-
vace/. Tknow | will,*" he said.
or his part, Ravin wasn't
eager lo talk about the hill, say-
ing “I Just don't want to
them intodoing anything dumber

than what they've already dons."
b_"He_"says hé doesn't think the
ill will g0 anywhere.

"l dogr]\(‘)t think it'll get through
the House," he said,” "'it hasn't

the last couplec. times."

Fischer argues that tliere Is
strong public Support to_recrimi-
nelize marijuana, and lie thinks

the House will act.
""This seems to be
.a groundswel! from
) man on the
istreets,” he said.
/The general (oiks
qut there are coming
forth, and_ what's in-
teresting is that al
the solicitations are in

ange : , J
stall sad™The con- g fr ssing, marijuans I you are  supportof pessing e
changed, the Taw  —REBAING NATAN in the.car : o
hasn't changed. The — ik B n UPIC ) _dBut o |]§rlat|ve
T g UL pee kil ké}% T St vith marjuana Syt diferent
fg{gjarﬁt.iﬁs in the legis- —H]a(seseﬁl& d marijuana cigarette to some- Senate Rules Com-
“We are _afflicted —Blis dny amount ol marijuanalo some- ~ Mann said there have

with repressive, anti-

—those behind this
hill —who are tryin —]

tc distort the tru’[h,g
he said.

said.

_ Fischer based his
findings for ihe hill on a House
Research Agency report writren
al ihe request ‘ol Rep. Ter[}/
Martin. Citing lhe repoﬁj the bill
lin- manjeana use 10 schizo-
phrenia, binh defecis. lung can-
cer and alcohol overdoses.

_ Bui ina letter Ihat accompa-
niesi e rei)on, alegislative ana-
lyst wrote lo Marlin, “'as you re-
quested. | have not Inclu edanrg
research which dispuies the fi
i hsetoutm(r|1|?f[t§}ll\}\‘ﬂ'1 s

ere are ple 0 dispute
ihehill'sall pIOT_E. o :

“The findings in this hill are
overstated and in some cases
Wron% Senate Judiciary Chair-
man Jay Kerttula told ‘the As.
sociated Press.

Medical experts, (or example,
say there's o real evidence ol
any linkto schizophrenia.

As lor birth delects, "there's
no real hard evidence there
either,” said Matt Felix, Stale
Coordinator ol the Office ol Alco-
hol and Drug Abuse. "Heavy,
heavy use 15 associated with
smaller birth weight, which can

ol concern," hesaid.

"There is a link to lung can-
cer. although ihe problem there
is that a Iot of users smoke to-
bacco too," Felix added, “ar
because marijuana Is _Illicit,
some ol the problem may lie with
herbicides or pesticides raiher
Ihan Atnhgactual dru%.]" h

. again, with very hea
use, five a}%allﬂjoims aryday_f\c/)¥
years, there do appear to be'links

intellectual, funde:~~ —8af
mentalist legislators R%E

jlit

Egﬁﬂg‘?nari'uan

said. THC stands (or delta-O-te-

n
d

trahydrocannabinol; It's the ac-.

live Ingredient in marijuana.
Growers have indeed devel-
oped strains with a higher THC
conienl, experts say. But there’s
also evidence Ihat Il makes little
difference, the hill’s opponents

argue.
g'St_rong,_exotic marijuana has
been in existence for thousands
of years,” said Wagstall. "It’s
thesame THC." ] o
\nd as the Ravin decision
points out, he said, marijuana
use is sell-limiting. The user

“self-tltracs," contrals the
amount tal entn-JJ, J“\f‘?_m C

""People compensate” lor
tency By t_aki%e In smalig
b Isa'd%rem { By ceti
sus a ettin
these fimﬁerwgs in lhe eg%lati\_/g
record they thinx the court will
take themasagiven,” he said. _
“If the legislature passes a hill
based on inaccurale medical in-
formation, NORML will most
certainly take them to court over
it, and It will wind up In the So
preme Court in Alaska," Gett-

man said. ] )
~That would be fine with
Fischer. )

*"We expect it to go to court,”
he said, "'out we expect the court
will reject the Overall decision
they made in 1973’ —because
even (hough Rabinowitz is Hill a
member of Ihat court, he's the
onl\)l/v ustice left from

agstaff says he's ready fora

uua&r‘la al home with intont to

more than lour ounces ol mati-
Omeeven uit’s [T your own Use

been dozens ol public
opinion messages re-
ceived about the hill,
but "1 vas split r\:al;g
down_ihe middle

was in favor or op-
posed.

_ “The mfgtjorlty that have come
intoour office have been against
the bill," said a staffer for Rep.
Nlilo  Koponen, D-Fairbanks,
?r@‘ﬁﬁ H;:je committee now has

Several _senators who voted
for the hill have admitted. to
doubtsaboli. aconstitutionality.
But they v? said Ihat allowing
m_aruéjana lo betl aldsends g
mixed message to children an
leens that ~ although tar
amounts are illegal, it's OK To

smoke.
“Ironically, . they're saying
e t,t10 %ve a message t0
5 sal .
*"But the only prolection of-
fered by RavinIs for private,
personai possession and use by
adults, so to say that any altera-
tion of (he law is just for ju-
veniles is a fallacy arid untrue.
But Fischer said, “the mes-
sage we're sending Isthat il's OK
toSmoke; and that'swrong."
The cebate over the” Ravin
case belies a prediction made in
197Sby then-State Attorney Gen-
eral Avrum Gross: )
* " think that lor the first few
weeks, people will read only ‘le-
galized,' and be very upset, and
See only that. As the years pass
and Feople look back; they will
see less about marijuana and
more about individual rights to
privacy. The people who are the
most Upset about this. opinion
now will feel very good in future
daysabout Itsprinciples of law.™
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Super: Primary voters to chose from

Continued from page K-1

diminish the early comers. Wins
e et rogel RIGhard, Ge.
ave 1o ichard Ge-
dt and l\aicr?gel Dukakis in
polls of the South.
Andso t»- ro stn”\leDemocrat

program on his own religiqus
cnblo network, has drawn a line
mthe din of South Carolina. He
needs lo win somewhere, and he
:ays that'swhere it will be.

South Carolina isn't a Super
Tuesday sure; its GOP caucuses
are three oays earlier. Bur it is

bei hed.
mgwa‘?l\/?fjarauintanl and

"He's going to have enough
vnles to play somth : y's fiddle.”
said Williarms, the Grand Ridge,
Fla., farmer who backs Jackson.
"They'll trade for votes Just like
we trade pigsandcows.""

Dukakis has run well in some
Southern polls and has a good or-
ganlzanon in_many states.

oV

i As
emor of. Mamcbnietu. be.

He has shown strength among
blue-collar voters, f
concentrated his effort in the
economically hard-hit enel

poll had him Ieadinf?l

PRSP W85,

so far has

] roy-
producing states of the Sot%
where his call lor an otl tmport ol t
fee is a further boost. A Texas
Ihat huge

ling, bac
ew HOMer

63 Carousal
84 Ptiaf

> ISth U ¢ ofbpnng

afcv

component 2!

05 Woman's name

86 Galway Bay
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91 Haiti
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style - -
133 Light joh

134 Christmas hymn

135 Bandleader
Brown

137 Ptaytlxrg
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dnnkj
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[ CEL'
S« Rar
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52 Stop H
67 Cameli couvn

logjam of cand

With so broad a field and so
many contests,
whowins Super. Tuesday?

Florida and Texas are the tug

izes, and if a candidate carrieS
hose, it will be hard for

ne_else to argue they won
Super Tuesday, although”some
nodoubt will.

howwill we know

As the pomtniuon race moves



Laws governing marijuana use
tougher than many mayfrealize

BX] Patti Harper

MWEE o s Behind closed doors: Maruuana and privacy
assed on o t eHouseabg M -+ - Dimension H-1
ould make possess O%P marl-

Sure ou can smo e mari- |snot ntirely illegal
{“a”a“ﬁmg. purHs 1ooof/nep 1] ]U y our oWn n] in ?}[ e\}g op Ie ere ar
ﬁjedalb torecrlmln aW| out bein ﬁ%eda reste (fvrmaru[%anaon Crl
Ei ou re anad statewide in

ize m ey rl Inal, .
mahe Iﬁ % Fsomethln now e ? WOU can even grow Ita home UnF %NanSOI’] ﬁCC(yy% e taie%:_,

n our pwn use, and ee 4

amtgl?nsttsa Rg r%%sﬁsfus%()fsm oun esonﬁan t P WII arcotlcs Unit for_ the
_ ger ps the current IaYv Efut hat's aboo _all you c%n as% 'c}]te Troopers. Pere
|%I rﬂ?t s lax gs sqme peop ama in the  were 2L other arrests Involving

g ly |ﬁh margu
onIy tate where marijuana use See Marijuana, page A-4
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ConHauAroAt

rruan and notherdru
ocamon ac u

C
toyt ol%?c ar t\/h a(tn ta]n
rfn nownenumlﬁeglof e% ple |
%arges as GOVPred Eetween 280
and 300 through moat of, the,

urrn
U

16608, , . rans * “m
at >i

Charges against Juvenile*
64 In 1687, have drop ed, white
harge* against idulta, at 170 joi
197, are

7 arrest charges broug tby
ch oragce Ipo iceln

trast, 1322 ‘charges of
d|vrng while ' Intoxicated” were |
filed bgpolrcedurrn 1057y

t actua
around the aUte on marijuana
charge* are for selling or Intend- ,
{ s EEhe chug according (0
ai enforcement officiate,

"We are not out look rng to

bring charge* against users,

Swanson
"orobab WMot JtdMelt] two
orts ave been

Ms)
anSaf e

ore lhan double the fl<c.
gures lor 1664 and nix tImaa Ane/y

arrwtl olt adults m

I whlch are Included Lnthe to

TMW

f Alajka State Trooper* are In yw irp”

ome with a search warrant and spot rav-

« eral ounce* of marril Fna they wil
Swanson, whot* [n’

latiwlde Narcotics yfit fORfA

i cate It, said Sgt C

charge of the
the AIaska State Trooper*.
They, will

kee mg U
home e legal In this state.

. "We re going to seize that marijuana
un er federal law at the direction of fed-
eral authorities,” Swanson said.

That's because possessrng any amount
ofmarrruana *1llegal under federal law. "About three years ago, we had uwhoIe ers reaII
"We Can'tignore fe,deral law,’ SWanson bunch of cases Where ﬁeople were having . |Juana a!

it's unlikely the
charged Mic Xe

Alas

marrruana citations last ¥e|ar
al of

Yougcan 't smoke In the haII
y of an apartment complex

ears our g ap J
p ar gv %rected at t estreet hecaﬁuse that's considered
evel distr

utor In Anchorage
Anchorage Polrce ChiefRon tle”

aid.

Butsellrng maruuana Isn't the
onlxﬂcrrme on the books.

arl uana has Its own place In
the crr Inal statutes at the bot-
o ? IX schedules of drugs
classified according to ecres
Ing degrees of dangerousneu

umm%m
corErng 't swhat> Wriftek?.
thoses atures(t
You can't naka It on a city
stre tor have It Inyourracket In
a public place

Driving with It %nd smokrng ttly
onacrtystreet of carn¥ e
tentlal penaItP/ e recriminallza-
tion bill would extend to simple
possessron

arryrng less than an ounce of
marr u}ana na public place Is not
thought of as a crime because |t
can't land gou in Jail. But, It is

B Sl

aw pums
frneong
Anchorage polrce Issued 46

ft tic place, Anchonge Drstrrc At

tomey Dwayne McConnell said!
fo one Seems sure whethc:;

Its 1egal o light up In your I front:

ar
Thats really an unanswered

also said for the record that he
m coed not use marijuapa. 'No
money has to change hands at

Q
=t

The 'gotentral penalties for
grvrn arjuana to someone
ange rocm aelutron to 10 ears
In prison depending on whofm you
grve marijuana “fo and ‘the
mount involved.

The 10-year term is the tough-
est under Alaska law. | t's Te-
served for the crime of grvrn
marijuana to someone und
you ‘are three or more years

confiscate | even though  Nf

to 4 ounces of maruuana-at woSld 17S A ST fas

rperson wouId be
Spaan, U.S. attorney for
3, said he's no more Interested In

EJI’O&GCUIIH

In federa er

heen a ¢

older han thatétersor%
Sel rng eve uge i gJIe
" amount of marijuana to an a
carrres a Iower potential penalty
%/e Xears In prison-and a

/1 Bern In the your own home

doesn't necessarrly mean r{ou re
not breakrng the law despite prl
vacprrot

of Instance the prohibition
on giving marijuana away Covers

uestion,” McConnell said. But passrngaJornt t}oafrren Inyour
e said It rogaby waﬁ ga vrn% p ﬁts a viojation,
under lhe wording” in the sta pote tral y punishable by citation
iff jH flfrrttWoteftft — MATtally, recording, t McCor
”becausej |Ikd e/g hath atys because’ pFuttrn marr-
crime,” said McConrtell

Juana Ina brownre mix cp
?/ou over the 4-ounce lega weréh
mit for possession at h
which is actually for marijuana
or any “preparations, “com-
pounds ixtures, o sub-
stances containing marjjuana.
Having more than the legal
weight limit but less than a half-
Bound Isa misdemeanor punisha-
n agarn 90daysinJalanda "

StrI "I 'd hate to have a cop
brrn that . over to

c onnellbsard of the hypothetr
cal magic brownie.

/\
=5
O

I[Selavv you can

uan" se Mugeslert_w
han state am %artr %%Iart t

Butstateofflcklrdowodthth

1

e mdiothtee’durerh notittesent- offlcere
Sk dad iy tdhe recdlpt a1 po

confte-*"J; times thg gatr]arel

a}se where he trer prosecut
someone 0F possession of smal

the only thing really protected by\ Ohem

A

marijuana mailed to t
Spaan said. The amounts ranged between 1
and 10 ounces, he said. Thos

cases were prosecuted In federal court. erdl |

A,

erVw »ome,
the art prosecut e
nstate couru”®

raid T

em from Hawall,

seven to ten  any fed
aw,

The penalties | (]” Alaska for ac-
tlons considered crimes are not '
;a5 severe as they are In man
states, accordrng to. Jeff Ed-
wards, Assistant Director of
RML. the National Organiza-
tron for the Reform of Marijuana

But "Nevada is the only state
where’ possessron of any ar.ount
Is still’ considered a felony
ct'me." he sai Thatsalso the
only slate_ In whrch rostrtutron
srxf am Im are both legal.

o e\{era taska has the most
nien ition.on
use and Féuftrvatron 0 rﬁaruuanah

*vmose or anrza(trIsa %

have ma ljuana.. decrrm
nationwide.

Ten states and the Trust Ter
ritory of Micronesia have “de-
criminalized,” the drug, meaning
there Is no jail threat for per-
sonal use or private possession,of
small amounts, Edwards said.
Other states have faws that in ef-
fect are as lenient, at least for
first-time offenders, he said.

Oreﬁon one of the states that
formally ~ has decriminalized
marrrruana use, allows forp ploa
<100 fine for possession of Up to
an ounce, Ohio has decriminal-
ized up to3>" ounces.

plazv he ﬁute and
| p] eirbesta vanuH .
Where there'sa significant growing op-

-lon,hehon* "thave« « In*

Acan proffeltS S
ut therrohIems state law can bring for

“There's a real question
about whether state agents actrn(o; free of
e erahl InvElluament can enf

esa

,,OU nces

%/ear Jitet on* maruuana case was
prosecuted in federal court. There la one
VAt thecwrﬁnow B

orney Willi
TyMtht d hany 3"}en
eNses, sar lie's seen tewenforce-

son who has rep-
anu charged with

ederal

i £

Bryson said he question* whellier troop-
have the right to confiscate mar-
Swanaon ha sardthe?/ do.

n.my ming
rce fed-

irginia, one of the stat
:th atrhas ngotdecpmrnalrzed maﬁ
! Juana fossesson of u

pounds D0 frstoffender Is pun
shable by only zero to 30 2ays In

NORML whose In?ormaron Hs

based on a 195 survey of state
[aws it conducted.

Possessing.mare than a Bou d

o“n rijuand jn Alaska |s punish-

y up to five years Inﬁrrson

Buf, ve ears rs also the

aximum t e1 pAIaska
rpossesson orsale ot any Sin-

rR}3 &pte I/ Iftieqtyi rar\pn

states. “ There Is such a wide va-
riety of statutes regarding mari-
Juana,” he said.

Also, Ju é ges use a great deal
of discretion In_handi ng down
sentences. What's co the books
ma¥ not have much relatronshrp

he actH a{pgnatr s handed
out, Edwards said. And there are
no ready sentence statistics here
or elsewhere to draw on for com-

arisons. .
P In A?aska, the reality Is that

fcev>en grve itaway

law enforcement In the state.
Isn't Interested In aggressrve ar-
restor rosecution of userf *0
It's unlikely that people would be
grrested for some of what's laid .
own Inlaw, according to
Mc%nnell Swanso andOt?

The resourceso law enforce-
men{ agencies used to catch
marijuana crimes are targeted
at suspected drug dealers.

One example” Is the plan of
state troopers to Increase efforts
to eradicate mag]or marrAuana
growing operations, which they
Say have been springing up In re-
cent years. The federal govern-
ment elps fund, Ihatpro ram )

Troopers seized 3 marr
juana pJants betwe en f] %
986. and June 30, 1687, from 13
gro&/vmg operations. ' Swanson

Swanson and other law en-
forcement o ficlals are. suﬁgort
ing the effort to recrrmr lize
marijuana,  even tougf
dont Intend to shift the Tocus of
enforcement to cafching users. A
number of organizations repre-
sentmg them actua fy are ur |
lhat citations and fines beth
enalty for possession rather

Wadetﬂatad'nétdete”tt”y s pLiLe
Swanson said he thinks the de-
batE over whether m ”uana Is

T,
'_r_l—"c

really dangergus to adults or not

R yd %v‘t" continue  Index-
"It becomes something Ihat |

Hor)\tmknow if we'll ever Solve,"

Swans ({H is convrnce
rom is worK that use of mar

p Ty finwa ubrMnn [oci

"]91 fOTOetW  fire efa run headlong into an

allzed........ Edv<*rds said t ereIgtno easy i rv/ wh bt of oung pedple — this
. comparison between f Is a tremendously debilitating
. sevefity of the punishments for  substance  for hem," Otte
marijuana crimes In various  agreed,

"Drug abuse among our jun-
ior hrgh and high school Kids s

es the national average
he saIH "It'sa ?rtrghten?ng stgtrs
Marrruana Is the main drug
used by young people here, he

he thrng which has always
bothere m agreat eal Iste
go ds y which”has always sur-
rounded marijuana in this state
hesaid. "It's embarrassing.”



Alaska Legislature unlikely
<0 ban marijuana use in home

<v HAL SPENCER
C3«v News reoorter

Despite renewed national attention on drug
abuse, the 1987 Alaska Legislature likely will
hist say no to prr sals to ban possession and
..;e of marijuana in the home.

Lackers of a ban, mostly conservative
:epublicans. are counting on support from the
C-OP-controlled Senate, but face an uphill
fight in the Democratic-run House. And House
eioeaker Ben Grussendorf, D-Sitka, last week
ssid nothing to discourage that view.

lie observed that the state Supreme Court
has spoken on the issue, ruling 12 years ago
.hat a law barring adult Alaskans from
possessing and smoking the weed in their
homes violated their constitutional right to
privacy.

In the case of marijuana use, "1’m not sure
we should be telling Alaskans what they can
do in their own homes,” Grussendorf added.

Possession and use of |(narijuana in the

Ca-y News Me pnoto/Fran,
See Back Page, MARIJUANA Rep. Ben Grussendorf
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Individuals can decide on pot

I am responding to a letter that appeared
Aug. 30 in which SandK Spargo gave a
detailed analysis of the chemical content of
marijuana and then insinuated' that Rep.
Johnny Ellis was not a good Alaskan for not
immediately approving House Bill 55
(re-criminalization of marijuana).

I'm not sure why Ms. Spargo lives in
Alaska, but one of the reasons Tlive here is
that the people tend to be a little more
capable and independent. We all know of
scores of dangerous things that can hurt
humans if used improperly.

The consideration that | hope the committee
is giving this bill Is not whether marijuana is
harmful, but whether rational human beings
need their government to think for them. |
think the meaning of government is laws by
need. People don’t need their every action
regulated by legislation —those that partake
of marijuana do so by choice! | hardly imagine
we’d get a law against drinking gasoline if
people started doing that.

Her second action was worse. By stooping
to the scare tactics applied against legislators
in the rest of the nation, Ms. Spargo would
have her interests served by attempting to
intimidate our lawmakers. | for one hope cool
heads prevail and would hope the legislators
remember that they work for rational,
thinking people who can take care of
themselves without a law allowmg them to do

S0.
¢ _Robert Curtis Johnson



Alaska "tatc legislature

nf EeprtBEntatiuES

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH. EDUCATION
AND SOCIAL SERVICES

May 3, 1988

Anchorage Times
P.O. Box 40
Anchorage, AK 99510

Dear Editor,

On behalf of the House Health, Education and Social
Services (HESS) Committee, |1 would like to respond to the
letter you printed on April 28th by Linda Adams of Ketchikan,
regarding the handling of the hearing on SB 32, the bill which
would recriminalize the use of marijuana by adults in the
home. As the Professional Assistant to the HESS Committee, 1
was responsible for arranging the testimony on this bill.

From the outuet, knowing that this was a politically
charged issue with significant public attention, the Committee
was very careful to arrange a comprehensive, fair and
objective hearing. We sought medical professionals with the
distinguished credentials to testify on the statements of fact
in SB 3? about the health effects of marijuana. Supporters of
the bill were welcomed to invite their best medical experts.

Linda Adams® letter leaves the impression that experts
who support recriminalization were not allowed to testify.
This is not true. Of the eight people who actually testified
that morning, four were at the request of bill supporters
including: Michael Spaan, U.S. District Attorney; Dr. Edward
Jacobs of California; Dr. Jean Bonar of Anchorage; and Dr.
Bernard Segal of the University of Alaska. Unfortunately, we
were not able to hear from Dr. Robert Gilkeson and Dr. Forrest
Tennant. I will explain the reason.

After letters of invitation were sent by the Committee
Co-Chairs to several experts, 1 began arranging for the
teleconference with follow-up phone calls at least ten days
before the hearing. Such lead time 1is often necessary to
ensure that legislative hearings go smoothly. I called Dr.
Gilkeson at least one week in advance and again one or two



|
0? his
, but
before we
e
as

oility
I
h;ft’
an out
an
i

e
{

S|

E

b
i
al
I
bus
hIL
M ik
Wrl

nt

J
f

d

maornin
u

1
Ir ex
“We
o'

a

't

ortunately time
n

e
:
ment 0

nce the
t h}m 0

d

n

[

{
.0
1on

e ke
out tﬁ

fhrm.
i
unf

r

ut

o i
ed L
Se

in
an

f

were not
d uncertal
Ve foun
b
de th
Ilgélp
gn_z
in
e Re

ottom.
tions,

line
gise
Nor?
h

[

he hearing. | talked to hi ersonally and
cou|§ he %ake_a comnnImentlEeEause hlsytrav

ace on the list.

?n
0

f

r

Im t

%ms ma
e

Wwno

Sery
or t

?anta
remaine
b
IS p
W
S,
f

never in
hat he ha

fore t
tim
8 At
e
h
uFﬁtto
skeg h
r? was no r
erence net
ert
s D
a have
atl

f

We contac
IS name
Linda Ad

he
er
»
5
ﬁed
one.
h
[e
g
th
?rneg
econ
ex
in
:

r

h
Ef

S
th
ns
a
0
%
d

an,
St

W

11K
reac
b
ot
%
h
F |
t
at we were

yl

R
!

an(s
In

o

Grinspoon is
the dﬂrec or

.Center

? ,
1" about

potency o

tt

ead

[
te

g at

rharmac
[CINE an

€

e
e
H
u
t
e

g

h
Iso on lino that

ecause time ran out.

ea

Me

r

d has
apout t
as a

son, Tenna
ave heen
erence on Wednes

s. Gilk
les and %

a oloD{
thcon?



It was my responsibility to arrange the testimony that
day and 1| realize now that the list was too long for the 1-1/2
hour meeting. But to suggest that the meeting was stacked
with "drug culture”™ doctors constitutes the kind of
misrepresentation of fact and lack of credibility that has
burdened this legislation all along. Linda Adams did not
listen to the teleconference that day and she has not
accurately reported what happened. I encourage anyone who
questions this fact to read the official transcripts of the
hearing.

Sincerely

Jim Nordlund,
Professional Assistant
House HESS Committee



Letter* to mtr euuul

Disgraceful

EDITOR. Daily News:

I am using this
communication to et
know of the very inappropriate
handling of a recent legislative
teleconference. On April H. the
House Health Education and Social
Services Committee |HESS] held
hearings on SB32 which would
recriminalize marijuana in tnhe State
of Alaska (once again make mar'
juana illegal).

The House HES§"Gctmwttoc” is
co-cholred by RejfTNIIIn Koponen
Fairbanks end Rep
Anchorage. The Hoy« HESS aide for
these two co-chairs ,is Jim Nordland
These are the individuals responsiWr
for setting up the testimony imm-tne
professionals on the morning of (he
14th. Two professional names were
given to tnesr. individuals to be
Included in the hearings. They were
Dr. Forest Tenrsnt M.D., drug

PR il o

psychiatrist who has conducted
studies to determine the toxicity of
marijuana and its effects on the
brain.

Ln addition the committee leader-
ship also contacted five individuals
who are associated with NORML
(the National Organization for the
Reform of Marijuana Laws). This
" oup's goal is to legalize marijuana

+hose contacted from NORML were
Norman Zinberg, Lester Grinspoon,
Todd Mikuriga. John Morgan, and
Arther McBay.

At the time these marijuana
hearings were happening in Alaska, |
was attending an international con-
ference on youth and drugs in
Atlanta. Ga., sponsored by PRIDE
(National Parents Resource Institute
for Drug Education). Two of the
speakers who were scheduled for the
15th were Dr. Robert Gilkeson and

DWEoreSt Tennarbr C(rlkeaons ime

ﬂ S eak in iﬁan a, ne arrived an
ta%e breathteu, wrt suitcase In

avenue of
the public

very,
ecause . he had nce ed a re erva-
fion whic ouI ave all
fo arrive e a are
4000 nce t
reasons or rs rustra ron an anPer
lkeson got a _cal
Iasl'g taa¥e LeﬁrsllI ure Sfron}
rom the aid ouse ﬁ“

lobmry El[is—ef'

tcS-TCHfrLIK A U

they had been trying to reach Dr.
GllIxeson to testify. Dr. Gilkeson told
him he was sorry that he wouldn't
be able to do it because he had to go
to Atlanta. Jhen he got another call
back from JIM Nordland asking Dr.
Gilkeson to please be on. When
asked who else was going to testify
Jim Nordland gave Dr. Gilkeson the

names of the five NORML
"doctors”. Dr Gilkeson was as-
tounded because there were 6,000
other credible doctors across the
United States that they could have
picked from. Why were they
including  NORML in with the

credible, professional testimony?

Dr. Gilkeson thought the repre-
sentation for the hearing was
"lousy", so he canceled hJs flight 90
he could testify. Eecause he had to"
cancel bis supersaver flight, it cos

him an extra $400 to fly to Atlanta.’

He got on the phone, was not
allowed to talk and listened to the
e.roneous information being given
while he frantically wrote notes so
he would be able to refute what they

saying when mad«  hi*
picscmuuuu. He wan helU ou the

phone for 2.5 hours after which they
said there was not time to hear
him! Meanwhile four of the doctors
from NORML got to testify. Dr.
GiLkeson had lost his supersaver
Airfare when he canceled his flight
so he could speak, and then also
missed his next flight to Atlanta from
New York because he was on the
teleconference line - after never
being able to say a word!

Dr. Gilkeson said "he heard two
hours of people purposely deceiving
the public aoout their health!" At
the end of the teleconference they
called Dr. Forest Tennant in
California who was also standing by
to testify and had to leave for
Atlanta, and told him they did not
neﬁd hrér] !(o testify after all.

don K\laS o angry over
the  way tOSG earn Sd '[I‘ con-

ucteﬂ researc was
not a owed {0 co e Oyt. ?r %purt
rsnr withhol
evr ence ere are many, man
cre rblﬁ] s and  researc
dREV ﬁ%%Y&ﬁ‘
Iem an his omm eades
did not et that Intorma on
fifsenied. LF(’W reCaPe A
drug user: & [Ilﬁ isla ve
8ss has been natron embar-

Pi ﬁ nd trlrs treahmer}IeI cregrble

professronas In"t

IIIH3L -

Q<-Wkl/__

ly sppalling. These are very busy
doctors who arc in high demand
across the nation. 1 would like to
publicly apologize to Dr. Tennant
and Dr. Gilkeson for the very
unprofessional treatment by these
Individuals. There really arc people
in this state who care about the
health of our citizens, and care about
drug-free youth. Not everyone in
Alaska has succumbed to the drug
culture. NORML has the ear of the
press. Alaskans are not hearine the
truth about the health hazards of
marijuana use. We are being duped
by the drug culture. The very least
we can do is demand that the
professional doctors e allowed to
were
id to dol Ho”sgni\.thc
filature make ah IhlhI"fW"le-
Lslpn on an important issue lik"tljis
‘-hocract Information ij

lowed to be presented?

?rs are making a raptrtaftinn
for "themselves by stifhmPtnTs bill
Caring, Alaskan parents have had
enough of the political games. We

sr« cono»rn»d about tho HEALTH
ana fCucmiAL oi our tuiure

Alaskans. 19n‘t that also the charge
of the Health, Education and Social
Services Committee?

The accurate information is avail-
able. Time is running out in this
legislative session. Contact your
legislative representative today and
insist that the truth and evidence be
allowed to be heard on SB32
Immediately. Alaska owes this to Dr.
Gilkeson and to Dr. Tennant.

Sincerely,
LYNDA ADAMS

°0T

SaibJ-dtt '931 90:0T 88, 62 ridU
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Recrimininalization:

continued from the front page

SerV| es 1HE% committee,

|te I ter 71 (if the stale
statutes made nersona usade 0f
manéuana legal In 1975, Adults 19
and older are allowed to have four
ounces of dried marijuana in their
homes. However, they cannotbu¥
transport, or sell it—only grow |

This law :onflicts with federal law.
T|t|e 21 of the U.S. code says mari-
Juana is illegal.

But changmg state Iaws is up to
the Ie%wdature Parrish sahd

0es not mean she is un-

concerned or that the Board of
Regents will decide to ignore the
isste. Parrish said it is safe to say
that alcohol and drug abuse "has
Ih?d a serious impact on student

The university has counselors for
substance ahusé and an insurance
pohw coverlng substance abuse.

e're nof, as a board, Just
I responsible for marijuana. We r
/ res%onm le foralcohglandallother
substance abuse.” Parrish
said, addin (t; that the Board's HOb
should be 0, focus on educafing
students on all forms of substance
abuse.

In their February meeting, the
Regents decided the issue of drug
ahuse * was too big to be acted on
wnhout havmg aprproprlate time for

work, “surv mterna
con tltuen les— facu ty %tu ent and
staff— putting it through the
nohmal rewew process,” Parrish
sa

The Board asked statewide univer-
sity officials to make a ﬁresentanon
on’substance abusgon the campuses
at thelr meetmg this week.

Bg Will |ams V|ce gremevent of

oard ents, sai e had
asie d the adm|%|strat|on to gather
Information on what substance use
and substance abuse might be on the
campuses and what_ef ect that has
on the umversd The board will
then be better ablé to determine what
action to take,” Williams said.

The Academic and Student Af-
fairs Committee, which Williams
chairs, will review the options on
Thursda W||||ams said they can
work Yv sanon work” with
surveillance an Lcement n the
campuses, or work to educate
Budents and umversny employees

about substance a

Student Regent Judv Graham at-
tended the Aanl 8 ACCSA meeting
to inform student representatives
Ihat the Board o f Regents were con
S] ennR the recnmmahzatmn&eso y-
tion few senators voiced their

concern over the Board's right to get
involved in an jssue that they felt was
" clearly out of their Ieadue Their
'message to Graham and other Board
mempbers was [hat it would be bet-
ter if they just "budded out."

ntgaCBE 1



Lawmakers resume marijuana debate

By Robert Layri
T%eerntlu BugﬁA | I I #

JUNEAU — The Hebate over
lhe effects of mariuana re-
sumed In the state capitol
Wednesday as the House Health,
Education” and Social Services
opened hearings on a bill to re-
criminalize possession and use of
Ihe substance.

The Alaska Supreme Court
ruled 13 )iears ago that the con-
stitutiondl right “of privacy al-
lowed Alast}ans to Bossess small
amounts of marijuana in the

The legislature then clarified
that to mean less than 4 ounces
for personal use.

en. Paul Fischer, sponsor of

| Pot

Eonltnuedfrom page B-_
Clocksin referred to an arqu-
ment by Rep. Bill Hudsn

R-Juneau, that the dangers of
%n uana mnrored I]os
coho e egislature al-
loweq ruraI villages to suspend
the nt{;ht to privacy by banning
Importation or use of liguor.
Thedhferepce Is: the burden
roof was ¢ %r Irrevo-
met In that case. The
mur ers, the crimes, the de
struction of families, the health
costs caused by the abuse of al-
E? tkwere unguestioned," said

Statewide teIeconferench
hearings on the measure cont

of al-

lhe bill, says new medical and
scientific” research. since the
Alaska court's ru mg ndicate
marijuana Is more harmiul than
the court could have known at
L ——
Ischer says the legislative
finding smthe%ﬂl show %at "the
detnmental effects of marjjuana

override the constltutwnal ques-

tion of the right of privacylaid
out in the Raven decision."

[rwin Raven, whose trlaI on
charges of possession of ma-

rajuana in 1973 led to the lang-

mark Supreme Court ruling, told
the committee the findings
Fischer mentioned are "not true
orirrelevant.”

For example, he points to the

finding that THC, one of the ac-
tive ompounds In man]uana
Fn take as long a]s %0 ays to be

minated romt X

"That's totally Irr levant,"
Raven said. “They may stay in
the od;@ but the. ren psycho-
active. You know ¢ you sjmo € a
rnarajuana cigarette and you're
high Horacougle othoursy and
then you're not."

Rep. Alyce Hanley, R-Anchor-
age arquéd  that the time has

come when n%ht to privacy In
the home must yield, and "the
health, safeth/ nghts and priv-
ledges of others must become
ourg]reaterconcern

ska mgn L|bert|Fs Union

president and former legislator

Thursday, April 14,

Irwin Raven
ftmrlinnc «levnintnnl’

Don Clocksin, ar umg agalnst
the measure, told the ldwmakers
they were, in effect, sntmg as a
jury deciding the fate of 100,000
adult Alaskans who use mari-
%Jana a number later questioned
yRep Randy Phillips, R-Eagle

Clocksm said the burden of
?roof 'that the public health in-
erests JUStIf){ a suspensmn of the
constltutlona right of nvacH
fal son thesuRgorterso thebl

He says t ave to show
gossessmn and” use of small
mounts by adults in the privacy
of th elrown home threatens the
public's health and safety, not

just the Individ usa 35 Pot, page B3
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Hearings on pot

ON THE basis of stale-
wide indications — in the
form of resolutions passed
by all kinds of community
groups and many levels of
civic and governmental af—
fairs- itissafe tosay thata
great many Alaskans want
the legislature to pass a law
recriminalizing the posses—
sion of marijuana. *

The Senate already has
passed a bill todo just that.

The House majority, how—
ever, isdragging its feet.

In more ways than one,
some of the Democratic
leaders in the House are try—
ing to equate the use of alco—
hol and tobacco with that of
marijuana.

The thought presumably
is that if it's all right for
older people tosmoke cigars
and drink liguor then it
should be fine and dandy for
young people (or anybody
else, of course) to use mari—
Juana.

THE ARGUMENT tosus—
tain this relies on a court de—
cision that reaches into the
question of privacy.

What 1is done in the pri—
vacy of one"s home, this ar—
gument goes, isa ma“"ter of
individual taste — protected
by constitutional provisions
— and isnone of the public3
dam busines.

Unfortunately, marijuna
and other drugs do indeed
encroach into public affairs
— at huge public expense.

Moreover, there seems to
be growing national medical

and scientific data which in—
dicates that the use of mari —
Juana isnot a harmless prac—
tice, as some contend.

These and other view—
points presumably will be
aired when a House com—
mittee begins two days of
scheduled testimony tomor—
row morning on proposed
legislation to put some teeth
back into the state"s control
over marijuana.

SOME OF lhat testimony,
we"d like to think, will be ad-
dressed to the public percep—
tion that now exists that
Alaska issoft on drugs.

Because of legislative ac —
tions, because of court deci—
sions, there has been spread
across the land the implica—
tion that drug use is really
not all that bad and that the
government  officials in
Alaska — state and local -
condone the use of mari—
Juana and other substances.

Even though this is un-
true, in the general sense,
the state has sent out a mes-
sage to young people that
does not do well for it or for
them.

On this particular issue in—
volving marijuana, Alaska"s
official social standard is set
all too low.

The House hearings, we
hope, will point thisout.

There is still time in this
legislative session for the
House to act with prudent
concern and pass appropri—
ate legislation.

D= O A~
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IVari juana il hikely to die mHouse

T%/LAFRY LY

e Auociated Press

JUNEAU — There are sen*
oui problemi with the Senate
bill to restore criminal penal-
ties for marijuana possession,
and unless they can be re-
solved the bill appears dead
this session, saia the chair-
man of the House committee
boldine it.

“If thfjmedical findings do
not pa”f the constitutional

test, the bill should not oe
moved,” said Rep. Johnny El-
lis, co-chairman of the House
Health, Education and Social
Services Committee.

“The bill is flawed," the
Anchorage Democrat said
Wednesday, following the
committee's fourth hearing on
the measure.

/Hie Senate passed it In
mid-Februiry and it has beeS

in the House committee since
then.

The move to restore crimi-
nal penalties for marijuana
use is based on a series of
findings in the bill that are
meant to show that the threat
to publlo health and safety
outweighs an individual's
right to privacy.

Ellis said the health com-

See Back Page, MARIJUANA

MARIJUANAL Bl likely to die in House this session

| Continued from Pape aT~ ! thelt homes—for personal use.

in the marijuana law.

i
the findings %Fg %%E:eurra ge ,F

S o .
bill shBull ROE b emoiea 118
its next committee.
Were still in the assess-
ment stage,” Ellis said.
With less than a week left
? tne session, the chances of
N (SBE‘»Z?_| moving
through its three House com-
mittee* and then to the floor
for a vote appear very slim.
w curfently al-
lows adults to possess Up to
four ounces of marijuana In

The Senate bill would make
possession by adults a misde-
meanor.

When the Alaska Supreme

. throw oig the state‘lst
marijuana law I3 years ago,

said the Alaska Constitution ;

fiuarantees the right to priva-
ling reall\élgn to I?m]i% t%a% Wé’ﬁt’
. The committee Wednesday
t]!frd a doctor who tes-

K . \an*“PPOrten 0f <)
nﬁ%‘ﬂﬂfj g ﬁﬁ?oﬁﬁl&éﬂg !

s, t.u arﬁi uncontrollea
studies In calling for changes

<,Dr *ytfjur_ McBay, a foren
Sic toxicologist from Xortl
Carolina, testified by phoni
and rebutted most of the find
ingi in the Senate bill.

He called "wild 3oecula.

__the statement that one
marijuana cigarette a day
may cause lung cancer in
three years.

Two other doctors testified

Me Bin” o WA Ry RenREP-
Ing, including Dr. Forrest

*ennant Jr.. drug abuse coun-
selor to the National Football
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CITY OF VALDEZ, ALAKSA
RESOLUTION NO. 8711

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF VALDEZ URGING THE ALASKA LEGISLATURE TO REPEAL
LAWS ALLOWING FOR THE PERSONAL USE OF MARIJUANA.

WHEREAS, the State of Alaska is eligible for certain Federal grants for
control of narcotics; and

WHEREAS, the dangerous and grievous use of unlawful narcotics threatens
;t)g%plllev'eséngnd well-being of many~citizens of Alaska, especially, our young

WHEREAS, the Alaska State Statutes allow for personal possession and use
of amounts of contraband and danrqerous sybstances that would otherwise be
Illegal under Federal and State [laws; and

WHEREAS, these peculiar provisions of State law threaten the State of
Alaska's eligibility for Federal funds for control of narcotics; and

WHEREAS, these provisions serve no useful purpose in a society that is
outraged at the suffering and expense caused by drug abuse; and

WHEREAS, the right to privacy in the home in Alaska is a constitutional
Protectlon and that Tight can be protected by allowing the exception to be a
awfully obtained search warrant,

. NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Valdez City Council urges the
Legislature of the State of Alaska to. repeal those sections of the Alaska
Statutes which allow personal .possession and use of marijuana and support
the recriminalization of marijuana.

i oFAE%%Drué'F'yD AOVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THR CTrYi-OF.VALDEZ, -ALASKA this LTth
’ | | CITY OF VALDEZ, ALASKA

ATTEST:

BY: YIS
Adhn, Thorp
m"Acting City Manager



City and Borough of Sitka

304 LAKE STREET. SITKA, ALASKA. 99835

March 28, 1988

Alaska State Legislature ArR 0 4 1988
resent t|ve en Grussendorf
a er of House

Juneau AYaska 99811

Dear Representative Grussendorf:
Enclosed is a cogy our resolution No. 88-374 urging the
passage of Senate Bill 32.

Sincerely,

Richard G. Anderson
cfm?n?strator

Enel.
cc.  HESS Committee

RGA:it:senate



SPONSORS: Pratt/Johnstone

CITY AND BOROUGH OF SITKA

RESOLUTION NO. 88-374

A RESOLUTION OF THE ASSEMBLY OF THE
CITY AND BOROUGH OF SITKA URGING THE ENACTMENT OF
SENATE BILL 32, AN ACT RELATING TO MARIJUANA

WHEREAS, marijuana use 1is a serious health problem, caus—
ing both physical and psychological damage to users; and

WHEREAS, the daily use of marijuana in the State of Alas—
ka has 1increased to as high as 4% among the general population
and as high as 6% among secondary school students; and

WHEREAS, marijuana wuse 1is directly related to discipli—
nary problems 1in schools with students and in society with both
students and adults,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Assembly of the
City and Borough of Ilitkathat the legislature and Governor are

urged to enact Senate Bill 32 recriminalizing certain types of
use and possession of marijuana.

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED by the Assembly of the City
and Borough of Sitka, Alaska this 3JX day of MARCH, 1988.

i ¥
X*John E. Dapcevich, vMayor

ATTEST:

Dolores Ingwersen
Municipal Clerk



Greater Fairbanks C h a m b e r of Commerce

first National Center PO Box 7444f>
709 Second Avenue (907) 452-1105 Fairbanks. Alaska 99707

RESOLUTION #14-0388
RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE RECRIMINALIZATION OF MARIJUANA

WHEREAS, Alaska Is the only Is(tate that has legalized the ufs
marréuan and " likewise haé gh hghes& rate o
substan e abuse in the United States’ a

WHEREAS, research shows reqular marruana ug roduces drug
depend en(cy and |s a transr |ona rudO leading to
escalate use of many drugs,

WHEKEAS, research shows marrwana burlds up. and |g stored in
fhe Pod Eartrcula y the brain, it pro uces
eve Prnua ?atron weakena
motivation centerg the brain an results in
permanent damage, an

WHEREAS, research shows there is_an "instant intoxication"
ﬁff é produced, by marr&uana making it instantly
azardous to others, an

WHEREAS, statistics show that 7vout (age 12- 172 In Alahska
use marruana at a v rafe compared to t

Tatsﬁ outera ; Ot 11 é coca)r andmi)%re % %
tion avera\gg rg] In |[%]h
0 t1 arrruana users tra srtro

babrlr
cain e

0
lizat marrruana contrgdrcts gducatron

RS %r use because it q S mixe unas to
_ W | "say n adu ts use'
rrdc kle ~“down ect and its tragic rmpact IS clear,

na
b ¢
WHEREAS, ée Ia
¥ ut
WHEREAS,  Governor Cowper S on record, a n
made a mistake when we changed the
as to decriminalize .the use’ o ma

now sugﬁorts recrrmréralrzatro Wit
onal cohstraints

WHEREAS, ht. Governor h/IcAléprne 1S on record that the time
as come to chang the aw, and

owledgin we
law%J q97
rr,ua a

hin onstrtutr



KENAT PENINSULA BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT
RESOLUTION 86-87-9

WHEREAS, the physiological, psychological and sociological effects of
marijuana use are well documented; and

WHEREAS, the use of this substance by some elements of the school age
population continues to be a disruptive force; and

WHEREAS, current state statute permits possession of marijuana for
private use which makes this substance more accessible tothe school age
population;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Kenai Peninsula Borough School

District Board of Education supports the recriminalization of marijuana and
the provisions for enforcementas set forth in Senate Bill 32.

ADOPTED THIS 16th DAY OF MARCH, 1987.

Kenai Peninsula 3orough School Dist.
Board of Education

Penny Little
Notary Piblic



Submitted by: Assemblyman
Brad Bradley

Prepared by: Assemblyman
AMENDED AND APPROVED Brad Bradley

For Reading: November 25, 1986

AR No. 86-284

A RESOLUTION OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE SUPPORTING REPEAL
OF AS 11.71.070 AND AMENDMENT OF AS 11.71.060(a) TO MAKE
MARTJUANA ITLLEGAL

WHEREAS, Alaska 1is the only state in the union with a
permissive statute for personal possession of marijuana, and

WHEREAS, findings of local, state and federal
authorities conclude that marijuana is detrimental to the health,
welfare and public safety of all people, and

WHEREAS, the Supreme Courts of other states and the
U.S. Supreme Court have upheld state statutes prohibiting the use
and possession of marijuana, and

WHEREAS, current Alaska state statutes are not in
conformity with federal drug enforcement laws controlling drug
abuse, and

WHEREAS, the conflict between federal and state law
pertaining to marijuana causes unnecessary barriers for local
police and Alaska State Troopers 1in protecting the public from
drug abusers, and

WHEREAS, the Anchorage Crime Commission has for the
past three years concluded that Alaska®™s permissive laws on

marijuana should be repealed, and



WHEREAS, representatives of 60 Alaskan high schools at
the Alaska Association of School Governments®™ Annual Fall
Conference on October 18 of this year wunanimously passed a
resolution to repeal the current marijuana law and make the drug
in all its forms illegal in Alaska.

NOW THEREFORE, the Anchorage Assembly resolves:

That the Governor of the State of Alaska, the Alaska

are

State Legislature and the Alaska Supreme Court 1is- petitioned to
statutory and constitutional protechons

take immediate steps to repeal/ -AS- and amend-
for the
~35z37z21311]S:Qt5dccrc:zma] 3CE cliJse and possession of marijuana -i-iittgai
In oraer

in the State of Alaska/to promote the general health, welfare and
public safety of the citizens of Anchorage and the State of
Alaska.
PASSED AND APPROVED by the Anchorage Assembly this
9th  day of December , 1986.




cook inlet council on Alcohol
And Drug Abuse

"A PRIVATE NON-PROFIT CORPORATION"

LT e T g
miAOAfiﬂmigésim MAR 2 4 887 23?%'\(‘)%1
283-305¢
A RESOLUTION OF THE COOK INLET COUNCIL ON ALCOHOL AND
DRUG _ABUSE OF KENAI, ALASKA, _URGING THE ALASKA LEGISLATURE
6(8 IEQAEAPEK]A\LI]_AI\L&VVS ALLOWING FOR THE PERSONAL POSSESSION AND USE

R .
WHEREAS, The Cook .Inlet Council on Alcohol nnd Drug Abuse
lon, the prevention and treatment of

WHEREAS, ve believe countless lives are _disﬁor‘ed thro_uvqh
the availability and use of drugs, most particularly the lives

of our young péeople: and

WHEREAS,  socially responsible states are recognizing the
need for E||m|ted acc%ss tg dangerous drugs; ang ’ !

WHEREAS, Federal law mandates criminal penalties for
possession and use of marijuana; and

WHEREAS, current Alaska statu%es thyeaten the State of
Alaska's elrgibility for federal funds for control of narcotics:

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that laws shall be enacted i
the Stgte ol-| AFaska fo estaBHsm cr?m?na{q penaﬁﬂes {or tHe
use and possession of marijuana.

DATED at Kenai, Alaska, this sixteenth day of March, 1987.

OUNCIL ON ALCOHOL
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RESOLUTION: ALASKA ASSOCIANCN OF SC3EOL GOVETOWENTS
FALL CONFERENCE
DIMDND HIGH SCHOOL
October 18, 1986

\i/\mr‘(leggkghe student leaders of Alaska recognize that there is a severe Drug and Alcohol problem

Whereas the student. leaders of Alaska recognize this problem exists in the Alaskan elementary,
junior and senior high schools,

m%ﬁ%sl the students believe it is necessary for themto take a united stand against Drugs and

Therefore, be it resolved that the students representing the Alaska Association of School Govern-
ments (AASG), endorse the nationally known "Just Say No” Drug Prevention Program

Be it further resolved. the AASG students will present a flag to Governor Sheffield to be floun
over the capitol building that states: "Alaska Students/Just Say No" and

Be it further resolved the AASG students request the Governor and the Alaska Legislature to re-
peal the current marijuana law and meke marijuana illegal in this state.

gﬁgglution passed unanimously by 60 alaskan high schools in attendance at the AASG fall confer-

tAW(6»Us ASSOC-INTION STUDENT 6CVT5.



CORDOVA PUBLIC SCHOOLS
BOX 140
CORDOVA. ALASKA 99574
PHONE. (907) 424-3265 OR 424-3292

RESOLUTION # 80-3

A RESOLUTION OF THE CORDOVA BOARD OF EDUCATION TO URGE THE
ALASKA LEGISLATURE TO REPEAL LAWS ALLOWING FOR THE PERSONAL POSSESSION
AND USE OF MARIJUANA.

WHEREAS, the State of Alaska statutes presently allow for
personal possession and use of a dangerous substance and contraband
otherwise illegal under Federal and State laws; and

WHEREAS, the provision of statutes that are currently in effect
serve no useful purpose in society; and

WHEREAS, the dangerous and grievous uses of unlawful narcotics
threaten the lives and well being of marry of the youth of Alaska; and

WHEREAS, treatment of drug abuse causes society anxiety and
major expense; and

WHEREAS, the Legislature currently is considering Senate Bill 32
which will disallow the possession and use of marijuana, and

WHEREAS, the contradictory nature in current statutes undermine
efforts to educate youth about dangerous narcotics, and

WHEREAS, the Cordova Public Schools Board of Education wishes to
make the most powerful statement urging the legislature to support
criminalization of dangerous narcotics;

NCW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Cordova Public Schools
Board of Education urges the Legislature of the State of Alaska to repeal
those sections of the Alaska Statutes which allow personal possession and
use of marijuana, and

FURTHER, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Legislature of the State of
Alaska establish criminal penalities for use and possession of marijuana.

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Board of Education of the Cordova School
District of Cordova, Alaska this llth day of April, 1960.

Jli>-wy 7
President

Clerk



MARTJUANA RESOLUTIONS/RECOMMENDATIONS

The following organizations have made resolutions/recommendations to
the Alaska State Legislature that marijuana be made illegal in Alaska.

EDUCATIONAL

Political

Citu/BorouQh/Muncipalitu

Advisory Board on Drug Abuse (SUADA)

Review Board on Alcoholism (SOADA)

AHska State Board of Education

A'.aska Parent-Teacher Association

Association of Alaska School Boards

Alaska Association of School Governments/
General Assembly/39 high schools

Alaska Association of School Governments/
Student Leaders/passed unanimously by
60 Alaskan high schools

Alaska Assoc, of Secondary School Principals

Galena City School District

Galena City Drug Task Force

Galena City School District Board of Education

Ketchikan Gateway Borough School District

Kenny Lake High School

Kenai Peninsula Borough School District

City and Borough of Juneau School District

Juneau-Douglas High School Student Council

Anchorage School District

Northwest Arctic Borough School District

Wrangell Junior and Senior High School

Haines Borough School Board of Education

1988 Republican Convention Platform

Senator Frank Murkowski/Alaske Congressional
Delegation

Alaska Municipal League

Fairbanks North Star Borough
City of Fairbanks
City and Borough of Juneau
Municipality of Anchorage
City of Ketchikan
City of Galena
Togiak City Council
City of Saxrnan
City of Valdez
OVER



CITY OF KETCHIKAN

RESOLUTION NO. 87-1498

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF KETCHIKAN/ ALASKA,"SUPPORTING
REPEAL OF A.S. 11.71.070 AND AMENDMENT OF A.S.
11.71.060(a) TO MAKE MARIJUANA ITLLEGAL AND ESTABLISHING AN
EFFECTIVE DATE

WHEREAS, Alaska is the only state 1in the union with a permissive
statute for personal p“osses"Slon oF~marijuana, and

WHEREAS, findings of local, state and federal authorities conclude
that marijuana Is detrimental to the health, welfare and public
safety of all people and of all ages, and

WHEREAS, the Supreme Courts of other states and the U.S. Supreme
Court have upheld state statutes prohibiting the use and possession
of marijuana, and

WHEREAS, current Alaska state statutes are not In conformity with
federal drug enforcement laws controlling drug abuse, and

WHEREAS, the conflictL.betwe”n- federal and state law pertaining to
marijuana causes”™Unnecessary barrierb for local police and Alaska
State Troopers iri~"pfEftectihg the public from drug abusers, and

WHEREAS, Ketchikan Youth Services, Families in Action and other
concerned local citizens have expressed concern over the drug abuse
problem in the community, and

WHEREAS, representatives of sixty (60) Alaskan high schools at the
Alaska Association of School Governments® Annuz.l Fall Conference
held on October 18, 1986, unanimously passed a resolution to repeal
the current marijuana law and make the drug 1i1n all its forms
illegal in Alaska.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
KETCHIKAN, ALASKA as follows:

Section 1. The City Council of the City of Ketchikan, Alaska
hereby petitions the Governor of the State of Alaska, the Alaska
State Mgi iture — AlasJca- Supreme- Court-tO"ta-ke-J.mmediate
steps toCrepeal statutory and constitutional protections for use
and possession of”hmarijuana iff €Ks State of Alaska 1in order to
promote the general health, welfare and public safety of the
citizens of Ketchikan and the Stats of Alaska.

Section 2. The city Clerk is hereby directed to send copies of
this resolution to Governor Cowper, Senator Jones, Representative
Taylor, Representative Sund, the Attorney . General and the Alaska
Municipal League.



i LU WMy ou/*LY bt " *

passage,** 11113 resolution shall become effective immediately upon

PASSED AND APPROVED this d,v
1987. — e aay OL ,

ATTEST xed Ferry, Mayor

Karen Miles, CMC
City Clerk



ADOPTED AUGUST 1I(72

February 11, 1987

CITY of WRANGELL, ALASKA

INCORPORATED JUNE IS, 1903

BOX531, 99929  (907) 874-2381

The Honorable Steve Cowper

Governor of Alaska

Pouch A

Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Governor Cowper:

Attached hereto is a copy of the City of

Wrangell Resolution No. 02-87-263 urging

the Alaska Legislature to criminalize the a- T
act of possession of marijuana iIn any 7
amount.
The Wrangell City Council respectfully re— i
guest your support in this matter. e
Sincerely,”
~[
Joyce Rasler ~
City Manager
Attachment:
cc: mRepresentative Taylor i .
Representative Sund *~l V2. ol

Senator Jones



CITY OF WRANGELL, ALASKA

RESOLUTION NO. 02-87-263

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
WRANGELL, ALASKA, URGING THE ALASKA
LEGISLATURE TO CRIMINALIZE THE ACT OF
POSSESSION OF MARIJUANA IN ANY AMOUNT.

WHEREAS, THC 1is the ingredient in marijuana that goes into
the fatty tissues of the brain and other internal organs and
takes thirty days to be eliminated from the body; and

WHEREAS, THC 1is reported to cause effects to a person that
may result in the birth of deformed or undersized offspring;
and

WHEREAS, the THC content of a marijuana cigarette is as high
as ten percent today as compared to one percent ten years ago;
and

WHEREAS, numerous psychological and physical reactions re—
sult from the use of marijuana which impair the health and well
being of the public; and

WHEREAS, Alaska®s law which allows the possession of certain
amounts of marijuana is contrary to the Federal Government®s
laws and the "war on drugs" being waged across the nation by
Cities and States.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLIED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
WRANGELL, ALASKA, that the Alaska Legislature 1is urged to amend
the law to criminalize the act of possession of marijuana in any
amount in the best interests of the public, except as authorized
in AS 17.301. Be it further resolved that copies of this
Resolution be forwarded to Governor Steve Cowper, Senator Lloyd
Jones, Representative Robin Taylor and Representative John Sund.

PASSED AND APPROVED February 10 , 1987




KETCHIKAN GATEWAY BOROUGH
SCH%OL DISTRICT

Darroll Hargraves
ILPUIVTtSOWr

Resolution No. 210
Ketchikan Gateway Borough School District

A REQUEST FOR CHANGING THE
STATE STATUTES TO MAKE THE POSSESSION AND USE OF
MARTJUANA ITLLEGAL

WHEREAS, the State of Alaska allows legal private possession
and use of marijuana,

WHEREAS, Alaska ™ present statutes regarding possession and

use of marijuana appear to be in conflict with the laws of the
United States, and

WWRREAR, tha prnhlam of d>*rig and oloohol, aViiiaa in rmr arhnnl a
and our society appears to be on the rise, and

WHEREAS, the President of the United States initiated a
national crusade to counter the current drug problem, and

WHEREAS, many students find easy access to illegal drugs,
particularly marijuana, and

WHEREAS, Alaska statutes present a mixed message by currently
allowing the use and possession of marijuana 1in the home, and

WHEREAS, current research and medical opinion concerning

marijuana indicates that marijuana is harmful a-nd does present a
serious health problem, and

WHEREAS, the utilization of marijuana possession in Alaska
Bends the message to outside suppliers that Alasks 1is an open
state which condones the "personal use™ of marijuana, and

WHEREAS, a show of community resolve against the-legal
possession and use of marijuana sends a message to the state
legislature and the governor®s office,

POUCHZ « KETCHKAN ALASKA99001-5026 < (907) 225>2118



THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Ketchikan Gateway Borough
CoKool Dio”iuiot thatt

1. The School District encourages and supports the reinactment
of statutes which will recriminalize the possession of
marijuana.

2. The School District makes this position one of public record
so that all in the community, in other school districts, and
across the state will understand our position that the
present statutes in Alaska governing marijuana are not in the
beat interest of its citizens.

3. The School District requests our legislators, locally and
across the state, to give the recriminalization of marijuana
immediate attention during the 1st session of the 15th
legislature so that effective July 1, 1987 the possession and
use of marijuana will be illegal and ca”ry consequenceSjD

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE
KETCHIKAN GATEWAY BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT OF KETCHIKAN, ALASKA
THIS DAY OF , 1987.

President of the Board

Clerk-Treasurer of the Board



WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

City of S axm an

Rt. 2, Box |
Saxman, Alaska 99901
907-225-4166

CITY OF SAXMAN

RESOLUTION NO. 87-01-030

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF SAXMAN, ALASKA, SUPPORTING
REPEAL OF A.S. 11.71.070 ANP  AMENDMENT  OF A.S.
11.71.060(a) TO MAKE MARIJUANA ILLEGAL AND ESTABLISHING
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Alaska is the only state in the union with a permissive statute
for personal possession of marijuana; and

findings of local, state and federal authorities conclude that
marijuana is detrimental to the health, welfare and public safety
of all people and of all ages; and

the Supreme Courts of other states and the U.S. Supreme Court have
upheld state statutes prohibiting the use and possession of
marijuana; and

current Alaska state statutes are not in conformity with federa
drug enforcement laws controlling drug abuse; and

the conflict between federal and state law pertaining to marijuana
causes unnecessary barriers for local police and Alaska State
.Troopers in protecting the public from drug abusers; and

Ketchikan Youth Service, Families in Action and other concerned
local citizens have expressed concern over the drug abuse problem
in the community; and

representatives of sixty (60) Alaska high schools at the Alaska
Association of School Governments' 'Annual Fall Conference held on
October 18, 1986, unanimously passed a resolution to repeal the
current marijuana law and make the drug in all its forms illegal
in Alaska.



Greater Fairbanks ]_C h a m b e |’ of Commerce

First National Center
709 Second Avenue (907) -152-1105 Fairbanks. Alaska 99707

RESOLUTION #14-0388
RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE RECRIMINALIZATION OF MARIJUANA

WHEREAS, Alaska is the onlrf state t Legalrzed the tfre

hat has
of marréuan and wise hé the hi hesé rate o
substan e abuse In t e United States;
WHEREAS, research shows re ular arijuana yse ces drug
epend engy 3 r g frans rtr nal Hru pf Hrng to
escalate use of many drugs, and
WHEREAS, rese%rch shows marruanﬁ builds up and is stored in
f ;{ part rcua e bra n It produces a
evel co[rtrnua olaton kené the ,
motrvatron center(o the brain and results in
permanent damage, an

WHEREAS, re?earch shows there is. an "instant jntoxication"
efrect produced by marijuana making It instantly
hazardous to others, and

WHEREAS, statistics show that_youth (age 12-17) in Alaska
use. marjjuana at a 47.4 % rat co pareg to the
natr nal average of ) 8 to ] 16.6 4
Alaska youth 5e coca 8 mpared t o]
natona aver #n 6. t0 In rﬁh
P ability t |n 4 arrruana users tra srtro
0 cocarne

WHEREAS, Iegaalrzatron nharrjuana contradicts gducatron
ag rnst ci]rrig use because it sends mixe onas
¥_ut CoWi vve "adults use" so
rickle down e fect an Its tragic impact IS clear,
an

d

WHEREAS, Governor Cowper S on record, a no Ied?mq
made a mistake when we changed the [aw In 976 S0
as to decriminalize .t e use 0 a r,ua a"
now supports recriminalization within onstrtutr

onal constraints, and

WHEREAS, Lt. Governor McAlé)rne I§ on record that the time
has come to change the law, and



Please Post
FAIRBANKS NORTH STAR BOROUGH BOARD OF EDUCATION
Resolution 189

A Resolution Requesting the State of Alaska to Take Action to Change the
Laws Relating to Possession and Use of Marijuana

Whereas, the State of Alaska presently has laws governing the possession
and use of marijuana which are in direct conflict with the laws of the
United States and international treaties, and

Whereas, the medical facts concerning marijuana have expanded and now show
that marijuana is harmful and is a serious health problem, and

Whereas, the State of Alaska sends a harmful and mixed message to the youth
of our State by having a law which allows the wuse and possession of
marijuana in the home, and

Whereas, the problem of drug and alcohol abuse by our society, particularly
by the children, is rising, and

Whereas, the Association of Student Governments, representing the next
generation of Alaskans, unanimously passed a resolution by 60 Alaskan high
schools recommending that the current law legalizing marijuana be
repealed, and

Now, therefore, be it resolved the Fairbanks North Star Borough School
District Board of Education resolves that the Governor of the State of
Alaska, the Alaska State Legislature, and the Alaska Supreme Court are
petitioned to take immediate steps to repeal statutory and constitutional
protections for the use and possession of marijuana in the State of Alaska
in order to promote the general health, welfare, and public safety of
citizens of Alaska.

Attest:

Kathy Hodges J
Secretary



Ed Unkous

Chris Birch
J.B. Carnahan
Joe Ryan

d: 03/10/11
03/10/18 .

RESOLUTION NO. 81-038

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE STATE OF ALASKA TO TAKE
ACTION TO CHANCE THE LAWS RELATING TO POSSESSION
AND USE OF MARIJUANA

WHEREAS, the Stata of Alaska prasantly has laws governing the
possession and use of marijuana which are in direct conflict with the laws
of the United States and International Treaties, and

WHEREAS, the medical facts concerning marijuana have expanded
and now show that marijuana Is more harmful and Is a serious health
problem, and

WHEREAS, the State of Alaska sends a harmful and mixed
message to the youth of our State by having a law which allows the use
and possession of marijuana in the home, and

WHEREAS, the problem of drug and alcohol abuse by our
society, particularly by the children, is rising, and

WHEREAS, the Association of Student Governments, representing.
the next generation of Alaskans, unanimously passed a resolution by 60
Alaskan high schools recommending that the current law legalizing

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the Fairbanks North Star
Borough resolves that the Covernor of the State of Alaska, the Alaska
State Legislature, and the Alaska Supreme Court are petitioned to take
immediate steps to repeal statutory and constitutional protections for the

marijuana be repealed, and

use and possession of marijuana in the State of Alaska in order to
promote the general health, welfare, and public safety of citizens of
Alaska.

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 10TH DAY OF MARCH, 1988.

ATTEST:



Introduced by: City Council
Date: March 7, 1988
RESOLUTION NO. 2947
A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE STATE OF ALASKA
10 TAKE ACTION TO CHANGE THE LAWS RELATING
TO POSSESSION AND  USE OF MARIJUANA
WHEREAS, the State of Alaska presently has lawsgoverning  the
possession and use of marijuana whichare in directconflict with the
laws of the United States and International Treaties, and
WHEREAS, the medical facts concerning marijuana have expanded
and now show that marijuana is more harmful and is a serious health
problem, and
WHEREAS, the State of Alaska sends a harmful and mixed message
to the youth of our State by having a law which allows the use and
possession of marijuana in the home, and
WHEREAS, the problem of drug and alcohol abuse by our society,
particularly by the children, is rising, and
WHEREAS, the Association of Student Governments, representing
the next generation of Alaskans, unanimously passed a resolution by 60
Alaskan high schools recommending thatthe current law legalizing
marijuana be repealed, and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF FAIRBANKS, ALASKA, that the Governorof the State of Alaska, the
Alaska State Legislature, and the Alaska Supreme Court are petitioned to
take immediate steps to repeal statutory and constitutional protections
for the use and possession of marijuana in the State of Alaska in order
to promote the general health, welfare, and public safety of citizens of
Alaska.



PASSED and APPROVED this T7th day of March, 1988.

ATTEST. |

C Uuwks- _
CARMA B. ROBERSON, City Clerk
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ALASKA CHIEFS OF POLICE ASSOCIATION

ALASKA PEACE OFFICERS ASSOCIATION

FBINATIONAL ACADEMY ASSOCIATES

Concerning Legislative Proposals

before the

Fifteenth Alaska Legislature

January 1988
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We consider the contradiction of federal and state law regarding
marijuana, the increasingly effective health campaigns against smoking, and
the public's proclaimed respect for the law to be sending mixed signals to our
youth.  Either society condones drug use and smoking or it does not. Our
collective position should be clear to everyone, but particularly to our young
people.

The Ravin decision, which led to the law legalizing the possession of
small amounts of marijuana was based in part upon the finding that the state
could show no clear and convinci-g public need to ban marijuana. Since then,
more and more studies from around the country show increasing concern about
the health aspects of smoking in general and marijuana in particular. W
believe that a clear and convincing argument can now be made to support a bam
UPON MArijuana_uae_,--m--s-----------

Our three organizations know of no police department that would undertake
an intensive enforcement effort against persons possessing small amounts of
marijuana, if possession would be recriminalized. Frankly, there are more
urgent needs to be addressed. Therefore, we would support a citation, mail-in
bail approach, as is now used for most traffic infractions. The APOA is more
interested in consistency of our laws, and sending a clear message about
marijuana to our youth, rather than a harsh enforcement program.



A merican Civil Liberties U nion

Alaska Civil Liberties Union-Legislative Committee-217 Second St. #2Q4-Juneau, Alaska 99801

ACLU POSITION ON MARIJUANA
AND THE RIGHT TO PRIVACY

The Alaska Civil Liberties Union is the local affiliate of the American Civil Liberties
Union, representing approximately 900 members in Alaska. The ACLU opposes proposed
legislation to recriminalize the personal possession and consumption of marijuana.

The use of marijuana involves protected constitutional rights, including the right to
privacy which is explicitly guaranteed in Article I, Section 22 of the Alaska Constitution.
Intrusion by government on such a constitutionally protected act places a burden of
justification upon government. That burden has not been met with respect to federal and state
laws that impose penalties on the use and possession of personal use quantities of marijuana.

ACLU opposes the definition of behavior as criminal when such behavior, engaged in
either alone or with other consenting adults, docs not in and of itself harm another person or
force another person to act unwillingly in any way. Private personal possession and
consumption of-marijuana.falls withiu this protected sphere of private personal activity.

The showings of government interest in regulating marijuana use, upon which the
proposed legislation rests, arc ncithci clear nor conclusive, as the Alaska Supreme Court has
ruled in the case of Ravin v. State. The present state of scientific knowledge fully supports the
rationale of the Ravin decision; there have been no scientific developments since Ravin which,
would change the constitutional basis for that decision. The medical findings contained in HB
55 and SB 32 are innacuratc, selective, and misleading. The sentences of imprisonment and
large fines called for under the proposed legislation are excessive and unconstitutional
interventions into personal and private rights.

The sale of marijuana to adults over 18 should not be subject to criminal penalties.
However, reasonable regulation and taxation of the sale of marijuana does not in and of itself
constitute a violation of civil liberties. ACLU strongly supports educational efforts aimed at
teaching all persons, and in particular minors, about the dangers of drug use and abuse.

The ACLU opposes laws which criminalize the possession, use and sale of marijuana, for
these reasons:

1. They impose arbitrary, often harsh, and cruel penalties for private conduct for which
no criminal penalty at all is appropriate.

2. They impose all of the hardships of an arrest, and arrest record, and often a prison
term on otherwise law-abiding young people.

3. They are selectively enforced.

4. Their enforcement relies on entrapment, illegal searches, and other police conduct
which violates civil liberties.'

5. They encourage police corruption.

6. They divert law enforcement money and manpower from the enforcement of laws
against serious crimes.

7. They engender contempt for the law.

8. They interfere with honest efforts to educate young people about the dangers of drug
use and to combat the problems of drug abuse.

ACLU urges the defeat of legislation which would impose criminal penalties for the use

or possession of marijuana.
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Alaska Civil Liberties Union-Legislative Committee-217 Second St. #204-Juneau, Alaska 99801

April 7, 1987

Mr. Carl Sampson
Juneau Empire

3100 Channel Drive
Juneau, Alaska S9801

Dear Carl:

I am writing on behalf of the-Alaska Civil Liberties Union to correct some of
the misinformation which has been circulating on the marijuana
recriminalization issue. The proponents of recriminalization selectively
misrepresent the scientific evidence in order to justify intruding on the private,
personal behavior of others which they find morally disagreeable. The ACLU
does not condone or encourage use of marijuana. However, we do believe that in
addition to being unconstitutional, the effort to put people in jail for smoking it
is misguided social policy of the worst kind. Most distressingly, we are appalled
that certain legislators who support recriminalization are willing to distort the
medical evidence to support their viewpoint. | quote from a memorandum dated
February 27, 1987, prepared by the House Research Agency in response to a
request by Representative Terry Martin:

"You tiked us to substantiate the findings on marijuana included in
House Bill 55. .. . As vou requested. Thave not included any research
which disputes the findings set out in the bill."

The proponents of recriminalization are not interested in the facts.
Representative Martin decided what he wanted to hear, and then instructed his
staff to ignore the overwhelming body of research that refutes the "findings”
contained in his recriminalization legislation. He did so because he knows that
if the scientific evidence on marijuana is fully aired, his "findings" will be
laughed out of the legislature. Unfortunately, in the prevailing climate of anti-
drug hysteria, there arc few people willing to challenge these result-oriented
misstatements. We should at least to be able to rely on our legislators to sponsor
informed debate on the issue; instead Representative Martin, Senator Paul
Fischer, and others perpetuate a "Reefer Madness" mentality that has been
discredited since the 1950°s. While space here docs not permit complete analysis
of every medical issue, each of the "findings" contained in the proposed
recriminalization legislation is a serious distortion of the medical record. Here
arc a few examples of the way marijuana has been turned into a political soap
box at the expense of the truth: m

One of the common erroneous assumptions was stated in a recent letter to the
editor as follows: "the potency of marijuana street samples has increased seven



times since 1975". The proponents of jailing people for smoking marijuana have
been using this argument for years, as if to suggest that marijuana is seven times
more dangerous now than it used to be. This is logically absurd. As with
alcohol, consumers compensate for higher potency by consuming smaller amounts.
Anyone who counsels alcoholics will confirm that beer is no less dangerous than
whiskey simply because it has a lower alcohol content. This assumption is also
incorrect factually; in 1986 the New York Times published the results of a
survey showing that marijuana had increased to an average potency of 3.5%
THC. However, in 1980 the same newspaper had stated that the average potency
was 4%. If the New York Times is to be believed, the average potency of
marijuana on the street has actually decreased since 1980. This fact is tied in
with another misrepresentation fostered by proponents, the "marijuana overdose".
In this respect, marijuana is much more benign than whiskey. The medical
literature contains no reports of death by marijuana consumption; the same
certainly cannot be said for alcohol overdoses.

Proponents of recriminalization claim that "ten to thirty percent of the THC
consumed remains in the brain and the body’s fatty tissues up to thirty days.”
and that "this accumulation destroys body cells."” This statement is untrue. What
remains in the body are trace amounts of non-psychoactive metabolites, primarily
9-carboxy-THC. These substances do stay in the body for up to thirty days, but
there is no scientific evidence that they are medically harmful in any respect.

It is claimed that marijuana causes schizophrenia, illusions, and hallucinations,
and blocks sensitivity to body signals such as pain. There is no clinical evidence
that marijuana causes schizophrenia. The National Academy of Sciences found
that drug abuse was more often than not a symptom rather than a cause of
mental problems. Illusions and hallucinations are often subjective phenomena
influenced by an individual’s mental state and the power of suggestion.
Individuals susceptible to breaks with reality will compound their mental
problems with the use of alcohol, marijuana, or many other drugs. Marijuana
users do experience an alteration of their space and time perception, as well as
an enhancement of colors. These effects, together with impairment of motor
coordination, arc why marijuana should not be used while driving or operating
machinery. However, to call these effects "hallucinations” is untruthful.
"Hallucinate” means to see something that is not there. People who take LSD
hallucinate. People undergoing alcohol detoxification hallucinate. Marijuana
users do not hallucinate. Even the Reagan administration’s National Institute on
Drug Abuse has never made this claim. Marijuana does show a great deal of
promise as a low-level pain killer. However, a sufficient dose to render the body
oblivious to pain also puts the individual to sleep; this presents no danger to
society or the individual.

Proponents of recriminalization claim that marijuana effects the hormones that
control human sexual function, development, and fertility. These statements are
also extremely misleading. The scientific community knows of no actual or
suspected cases of marijuana-caused genetic defects or chromosomal damage.
This was affirmed by the National Academy of Sciences in its comprehensive
report on marijuana use in the United States. It is true that heavy marijuana
smoking may result in a smaller birth weight (although in the allowable range),
comparable to babies of mothers who consume nicotine or alcohol during
pregnancy. That is why physicians caution pregnant women against using
marijuana, alcohol, tobacco, or any other drug during gestation. Laboratory tests
indicate that in massive doses, THC effects the production of the eggs, sperm,



and sexual hormones of rats and other animals. This is often cited as evidence
that THC may reduce the chances of human conception. However, even if one
accepts the questionable premise that a lower rate of conception is bad, the
effects of marijuana use on human fertility appear to be negligible, as millions
of marijuana smoking parents can affirm.

As a final example, proponents urge recriminalization because marijuana impairs
short term memory, alters sense of time, and reduces ability to perform tasks
requiring coordination or swift reactions. Of course it does. That is why people
smoke it, just as people consume alcohol for the same reasons. That is also why
it is illegal to drive while under the influence of marijuana, and why responsible
adults confine use to safe situations, just as they do with alcohol. 1 suggest that
anyone who seeks relaxation with alcohol is a hypocrite if he or she argues that
marijuana should be banned for offering the same benefits. Marijuana
intoxification does interfere with learning ability in much the same way as
alcohol, however the scientific evidence demonstrates that there is no long term
effect lasting beyond the particular incident of intoxification. In other words,
this effect wears off within two or three hours of ingestion. One danger of
teenage marijuana use is that many teens are prone to mix relaxation and
studying, meaning they think that they are able to study after having consumed
marijuana or beer. This is an important reason to deter adolescents from
marijuana and alcohol use.

It is also why legalizing marijuana for adults, and establishing controllable
sources of supply, makes sense: it would allow authorities to eliminate the black
marketeers who are willing to sell to youngsters. It is worth noting that,
although it is illegal to sell marijuana to minors, most youngsters report that it is
easier to obtain marijuana around school than alcohol. The existing penalties for
selling to minors are substantially stiffer than those proposed for simple
possession, and yet we have not managed to stop the traffic because of the
substantial profit motive for sellers. We have known since the the 1920’s that
prohibition does not work; if anything, it only makes the prohibited substance
cheaper, less safe, and easier to obtain. Why can’t we seem to learn that? A
recent study conducted by the Netherlands Ministry of Welfare, Health and
Cultural Affairs documented a decrease in adolescent use of marijuana following
a decriminalization plan which allowed purchase of joints in cafes and youth
clubs. Likewise, Dr. William J. Kinnard, Jr., Dean of the University of Maryland
School of Pharmacology, recently advocated strong consideration of the full
legalization of marijuana in a paper published by the Washington Post’s Health
Section, on October 14, 1986. We agree with Dr. Kinnard’s conclusions that

"Serious consideration should be given to the further decriminalization or
even legalization of marijuana. Legal control of marijuana is almost
impossible, and our limited resources should be directed to the control of
the more toxic illicit substances. While there have been claims that the
use of marijuana leads to the use of more potent substances, that has not
been substantiated. Just as in the case of alcohol, the individual’s right of
use in private should be allowed, but drug-related public actions, such as
impaired driving, severely penalized.

Increised taxes on social drugs-alcohol, tobacco, and marijuana-
would directly support an expanded National Institute of Drug Abuse."

In the current economic crisis in Alaska, it is misguided idiocy to create a whole
new and very large class of criminals, who will need public defenders, court



time, and jail beds, instead of devoting our resources to effective educational
efforts.

Teenagers recognize hypocrisy. Hypocrisy in the law promotes disrespect and
encourages violations. It is undisputed that alcohol and tobacco are far more
dangerous from a health and safety standpoint than marijuana. Teenagers
logically and correctly conclude that our society simply doesn’t know what it is
doing when it comes to drug enforcement, and they tend not to pay attention to
any laws regarding drug use. It would be far better to teach our children skills
for responsible adult choice, and to demonstrate to them that society is capable
of rational and consistent policymaking. Teens would be more inclined to follow

the law if it made sense.

Advocates of the recriminalization of marijuana are proposing to take away a
valuable right from every Alaskan adult. | am not referring to a "right to
consume marijuana.” They are proposing to take away our right to be left alone
to do .s we please in our own homes, so long as we do not harm anyone else in
the process. They are trying to take away our right to make our own choices.

The ACLU does not advocate the use of marijuana or aoy other drug, and we
particularly discourage the use of drugs by teenagers. We must undertake
educational programs that combat drug abuse in all sectors of society. At the
same time, we also believe that our country was built on a foundation that
values individual liberty above all else. An important component of that liberty
is the sanctity of our private lives, and the privilege of making choices about
how to live our lives, rather than having the government make choices for us.
As the price of keeping those rights of personal privacy and autonomy, we
assume an obligation to educate ourselves and our children to make responsible
choices, including choices about what substances to put into our bodies. The
misrepresentation of the medical evidence engaged in by the proponents of
recriminalization seriously interferes with our ability to make responsible
choices. We must not let a vocal group of zealots impose their own moral,
religious, or social viewpoints on us by promoting half truths and distortions of
the facts, whether it concerns private sexual conduct, choice of reading material,
religious observance, use of marijuana, or any other subject.

As a previous writer pointed out, you may use the telephone to express your
views on the recriminalization of marijuana; call 465-4648 to leave a public
opinion message with your legislator. You do not need to be a marijuana smoker
for this to be an important issue to you. You only need to believe in jour right
to make your own choices. If you believe that the state should not put people in
jail for activities that they may choose to engage in in the privacy of their own
homes, you should oppose the effort to recriminalize marijuana.

Paul H. Grant
Alaska Civil Liberties Union
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“1? of Lho Al.irsk.m l.egi sIntnro and have found 1iJwr, flawed 1in: 1inaccura
iter.” is 1 point by point rebuttal of the findings. Beginnine sentences in
apostrophies are direct quotes from the bills. References to the National
Academy of Sciences refer to their publication Marijuana and health which
reports their 1982 study of marijuana related research. I have also enclosed
other materials which are pertinent to the topic of recriminalization.

1) "TilC, the mind altering ingredient in marijuana, 1is not soluble in
water, but goes into the fatty tissues of the brain, testicles, ovaries, and
other internal organs, and takes 30 days to be eliminated from the body;"

Actually, THC is broken down by the body soon after ingestion. It"s
metabolites stay in the body for up to 30 days, but these metabolites are non—
psychoactive. Any toxicologist can confirm this. Urine testing advocates
exploit the confusion between THC which 1is the active ingredient and is
metabolized relatively quickly, and its metabolites (chiefly 9-carboxy-THC)
which have no psychoactive effect but linger in the body for a month or so.

The following quote is from a recent article by Chemical 6 Engineering
News (6/2/860. "Marijuana 1is the most commonly abused drug and the Kkinetics
of its metabolism have been studied extensively. It is also an unusual drug
in that it can be detected in urine for a long time. Very little of the
original drug, Delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol or THC, goes into the urine. The
chemical is absorbed from the blood into body fat tissue where it 1is
eliminated as it is slowly metabolized. . . (metabolites) can be found in
urine for longer than a month "

The following quote is from a Center for Disease Control MMWR Report
(9/16/83). "Studies involving humans indicate that 80% - 90% of the total
dose of Delta-9-THC 1is excreted within 5 days - approximately 20% in urine and
65% in feces."

Most experts claim that the metabolites disappear 10 to 14 days after
ingestion in most cases. Urine tests detect these metabolites, which 1is why
the manufacturers are required to point out that they are tests to indicate
recent use, not intoxication or impairment. Tf THC remained in the system for
30 days, and remained active, .the urine tests would be marketed as a way to
indicate impairment. They aren”t.

2) "the buildup of THC in the body causes the user to smoke more
marijuana to achieve the desired high and may result in loss of sloop,
appetite, and initiative, as well as moodiness and depression;"”

The "buildup of THC"™ 1is actually tolerance to the drug, a physiological
response humans and animals have to any drug. It occurs not because of the
THC buildup, but because of other complex biological factors.



anything, they Lndicate the relative lack of serious side-offccts from
cassation of use. unlike those associated with alcohol and opiate withdrawal.

3) "it is possible for a human being to overdose from the use of
marijuana, especially if it is used in conjunction with alcohol, because it
increases the effects of alcohol;"”

There 1is no record of anyone ever dying from an overdose of marijuana.
It is one of the least toxic drugs known to man.

Raphael Mechoulam, who 1isolated the main ingredient of marijuana (THC)
has edited Cannabinoids as Therapeutic Agents which includes an article by
Mark Segal on Marijuana®s potential as an analgesic. He reports that
marijuana has promise as a pain killer because it is non-adaictive and does
not depress the respiratory tract (unlike opiods.) Marijuana®s promise as a
pain-killer 1is reported bythe National Academy of Sciences, and by Roger
Roffman in the book Marijuana as Medicine; its promise rests on the fad: that
finding "3 1is essentially false.

Marijuana 1is a mild intoxicant, and as such should not be used 1in
.conjunction with other intoxicants. Whether marijuana increases the effects
of alcohol, or complicates them, or just how one would subjectively describe
the effects of mixing the two, 1is beside the point that multiple drug use
provides multiple safety concerns. Marijuana, though, has far less severe,
cross-reaction with alcohol that barbituates or tranquilizers such as valium.
Once again, a good toxicologist can provide confirmation of these points.

4) "the THC content ofa marijuana cigarette 10 years ago was one
percent, but 1is as high as 10percent per cigarette today;"

Proponents of jailing people for marijuana use have been using this
argument as if to suggest that marijuana is ten times more dangerous than it

.used to be. The premise that an increase in potency demonstrates an increase
in danger 1is logically unsound. As with alcohol, consumers compensate for
higher potency by consuming smaller doses. Anyone who counsels alcoholics

will confirm that beer is no less dangerous than whiskey simply because it has

a lesser potency.;

The government lias been trying to sell the increased potency argument
for some tine. The enclosed press release refers to a New York Times report
in 1906 that marijuana had increased to an average potency of 3.5%, and that

this was an alarming increase over the seventies. However, in 1900, The Times

ran a similar story, only at that time they claimed that marijuana had an
average potency of 4%. So, marijuana has actually decreased in potency, if
you believe The Times.

5) "Marijuana causes schizophrenia, 1illusions, and hallucinations,
including a dulling of the senses, creating the possibility that the user is
unable to respond to body signals, such as pain;"
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reality will compound their mental problems with the use of alcohol,
mari p:ana, or other drugs.

Marijuana users do not hallucinate. They do experience an alteration of
their space perception, and an apparent enhancement of colors. These,
combined with impairment of motor coordination, are reasons why marijuana
should not be used while driving a motor vehicle. However, to call these
effects of marijuana "hallucinations”™ is misleading if not untruthful.
Individuals who take LSD hallucinate. Individuals detoxifying from alcohol
addiction hallucinate. Hallucinate moans the individual sees something that
isn"t there. Marijuana users do not hallucinate.

The National Institute on Drug Abuse®s pamphlet, "Marijuana"™, is far
from being the best source on marijuana®s effects. However, it"s claims are
based far more on actual research than popular myths. It makes no mention of
hallucinations, 1illusions, or schizophrenia resulting from marijuana use.

Marijuana®s promise as a pain killer is referenced above. However, the
dose required to render an individual oblivious to body signals such as pain
far exceeds standard levels of use. A sufficient dose to accomplish thin
would also put the subject to sleep. It is unlikely that this presents any
danger to the individual or to society.

6) "although it may take a heavy cigarette smoker as long as 20 years
to develop lung cancer, one marijuana cigarette a day may cause lung cancer 1in
three years;"

Marijuana is used daily by over G million Americans, according to the
National Institute of Drug Abuse. Marijuana has been a popular recreational
drug used by a large percentage of young Americans since 1965. There 1is no
record of case histories to document this finding. If this finding were true,
we would have millions of case histories of young individuals with lung cancer
from_marijuana use. The case histories don"t exist because the statement is

false.

The National Academy of Sciences decided that marijuana smoking and
tobacco smoking can not be compared because the methods of ingestion differ so

greatly. Marijuana smokers smoke far less materials a day than tobacco
smokers (up to 2 cigarettes a day compared to 20 - 60), but they inhale the
smoke far deeper into the lungs. On the other hand, many marijuana smokers

use a waterpipe (or "bong"™) which filters out many, but not all, of the tars
that contribute to lung cancer.

Claims that marijuana 1is more carcinogenic than tobacco are compelled by
a logic that dictates that because marijuana is illegal (except in Alaska) it
has to be more dangerous than tobacco (or in other cases, than alcohol). The
claims are based on the undisputed fact that marijuana contains more tar than
tobacco, but ignore the differences in ingestion and dosage that make
comparisons 1inaccurate. Marijuana smoke 1is bad for the lungs, it does
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There are no documented cases of marijuana use causing a genetic
deformity. I challenge anyone to provide one.

In April, 190-1 Ralph Hingson delivered a paper at a NORML conference on
"Effects of Marijuana Use (Oll Pregnant Women". Dr. Hingson's conclusion WaS
that marijuana use during pregnancy may result in a smaller birtii weigh.!: for
the fetus, but in an allowable range (similar to the smaller birth weight for
babies from nicotine or alcohol using mothers.) NORML has been publicizing
this since 1984. We regularly hear, though, from mothers who used marijuana
during pregnancy who delivered babies of normal weight.

Laboratory tests have indicated that under some conditions, large doses
of THC affect the eggs, sperm, and sexual hormones of rats and other animals.
There is evidence that THC inhibits sperm mobility. However, the effects of
marijuana on fertility seem to be negligible - as millions of marijuana
smoking parents will attest to.

The National Academy of Sciences report affirmed that marijuana use has
no effect on chromosomes or fertility.

8) "other physical reactions to marijuana include irreversible changes
in the brain, sinusitis, pharyngitis, bronchitis, emphysema, increased heit"..
rate, and decreased blood circulation;"

Marijuana use does not cause brain damage. NIDA recently announced
proof that it does. My office contacted the researcher. His dat,a actually
suggested that a does of 50 marijuana cigarettes” a day for 30 yeaxs would not
cause brain damage. What NIDA based their comments on was his finding that
136 marijuana cigarettes for 30 years would cause slight, prematur.e senilia.

An individual would have to smoke a marijuana cigarette every 8 minutes for 16
hours a day, for thirty years, to suffer any brain damage - if this study is
conclusive. The enclosed NORML press release cited above re: marijuana
potency contains more details of this study.

Smoking contributes to lung and sinus problems, and marijuana smoking 1is
no different. Marijuana does increase the heart rate and/or blood pressure in
some individuals; NORML cautions against marijuana use by individuals with
cardiovascular problems.

9) "other psychological reactions to marijuana include loss of memory;
impairment in thinking, reading comprehension, and verbal and arithmetic
problem solving; 1impairment of perception of distance and time; and anxiety,
panic, paranoia, psychosis, and psychological dependence."
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m.»r: juana 1i."wntribuies ho. This ﬁpai nnom. 1is short torin, and if:
two to throe hours after ingestion. There 1is no evidence of prolonged
impairment, from marijuana use. The effects described above up to but no:
including anxiety are the short-term effects desir-- by the marijuana user.

The danger of teenage marijuana use is that many teens are prone to mix
relaxation and studying, meaning they think it is okay to study while high on
marijuana or while drinking bear. Impairment limits the ability to learn,
especially the acquisition of learning skills. This 1is why it is essential to
deter adolescents from marijuana use, and a primary reason why NORML advocates
legalizing marijuana for adults (and shutting down the black market that will
sell to students.) However 90% of marijuana smokers are adults whose learning
skills are unimpaired by their occasional, moderate marijuana use.

Marijuana produces a condition similar to stress on the human body (for
example, the 1increase in heart rate. ) Most users find this pleasurable
(ironically even the ones who claim they use marijuana to alleviate stress),
some Tfirst time users do not. This 1is what accounts to reports of anxiety
attacks by new or inexperienced users of marijuana. Noteverybody who tries
marijuana likes 1it, nor does everyone who uses it does so without ill-effect.
People with pre-existing mental problems, as mentioned above, are succeptible
to druij abuse. They are the source of reports of panic, paranoia, and
psychosis resulting from marijuana use.

The 1issue of psychological dependence has been hotly debated for twenty
years. Obviously, millions and millions of Americans use marijuana
regularly. I contend they do so because they enjoy using marijuana. Whether
they are psychologically dependent or not is a moot point. Marijuana 1is not
an addictive drug, nor a dangerous one. Psychological reactions to it are
cultural, not medical or biological. Once again, to belabor the point, some
people with psychological problems abuse marijuana and other drugs. As with
anxiety, panic, paranoia and psychosis, psychological dependence is not an
observed side-effect in the overwhelmingly majority of marijuana users.

Additional Comments .
I
To be to the point, these findings at best constitute horrible
distortions and exaggerations of existing research findings. At worst, they
are deceptive lies and half-truths designed to mislead the legislature of
Alaska. The bulk of the rebuttal, information presented here deals with health
issues becuase of the logic of the bills.

Other valid arguments against the bill include the fact that Alnnkaur;
generally don"t like the government interfering in their personal lives. This
is the reason for the right to privacy clause in the state constitution.

Also, the Alaskan police have better things to do with their time and your tax
money than arrest marijuana offenders. Also, if this bill passes, it will
likely be challenged in court as a violation of Ravin vs. State.

The National and International Drug Law Enforcement Strategy of the
National Drug Enforcement Policy Board (NDEPB) (Jan. 1987) states that
"because the decriminalization of marijuana possession undermines the standard



the 11 states (which includes Alaska} that
recriminalize this offense."
i.e. the federal

of the imacceptabnity of drug use,
have decriminalized marijuana possession should
This document: indicates that the Attorney General,
<jcvernmcnl, 1is in the forefront to change Alaska®s laws.

Many of the claims represented in the above findings replicate claims 1in
the NDEPD®"s Analysis of the Domestic Cannabis Problem and the Federal
Response. (0/06). The source cited was a Drug Enforcement Administration
report "The Health Implications of Marijuana Use." It is riftwith phrases
such as "research suggests,"” "have been observed," "marijuanamay,"” and other
cautious terminology which avoids making a direct conclusion. It is my
opinion after studying these claims that the represent law enforcement®s best
attempt to justify the laws which they are obligated to enforce.

interferes with sound scientific reasoning. The
notion that marijuana is illegal so it must be dangerous 1is the driving
rationale behind the ludicrous comments about marijuana above. The strategy
of the NDEPB is to justify their increasing budget requests by turning drug
education programs into law enforcement propaganda.

Social bias often



“HOW DANGEROUS IS MARIJUANA.
IN COMPARISON TO
OTHER SUBSTANCES?”

According to World Almanacs, Life Insurance Actuarial (death)Rates, and the
last 12 years of the U.S. Surgeon General's Reports, Americans DIE, directly

or primarily," from the following (selected) causes per year Nationwide.
(Figures are for 1979 from the Federal Governments Bureau of Mortality
Statistics, and'NIDA, the last complete year at the time ol this writing.)

TOBACCO i 200,000 to 300,000
ALCOHOLj(Wao/ including 50% of all highway deaths

and 615% of all murders) 18,951 to 130,000
ASPIRIN (including deliberate overdose) 180 to 1,000 plus

CAFFEINE (from stress, ulcers, and triggering
irregular heartheats, etC.) . 1,000 t0 10,000

OVERDOSE (deliberate or accidental) from prescribed
legal or patent medicines andlor mixing with alcohol

e.g., Valium/alcohol 7,101 to 21,000
OVERDOSE (deliberate or accidental) from all

HEgal dTUg S s 981 to 3,600
MARIJUANA (including overdose) - 0—

Marijuana users also have the same or lower incidence of murders
and highway deaths and accidents than the general non-marijuana
using population as a whole. Crancer Study, UCLA; U.S. Funded
($6 million),[Jamaican Study(s) Ist and 2nd, 1968 to 1974; Costa Rican
Studies, 1980 to 1982; et al.

LOWEST TOXICITY

<0% of the studies done at dozens of American universities and research
acilities show pot toxicity does not exist. Medical history does not record
anyone dying from an overdose of marijuana (UCLA, Harvard, Temple, etc.)
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| ij \ if drug-related deaths o; young and
1  promising athletes focuses attention o, a
[i rtajor problem ::t the United States. To

JL stein the lile of illicit drug use. people
are calling for greater law enforcement, the use i f
drug testing and more educational programs. Yet
none of those actions gets to the heart of the mat-
ter.

The real issue is the inappropriate use of all
drugs by each of us. Our national drug problem is
not just the free-basing of cocaine, excessive use
of alcohol or the misuse of prescription drugs. It
is our casual attitude toward all the drugs we
take and our lack of appreciation of their potency
and toxicity. It > our unwillingness to under-
stand that many chemical are actually drugs,
and our willingness to put those chemicals into
our bodies unnecessarily.

The tonnane of chemical compounds that this
nation swallows, injects, inserts or inhales into its
collective body each year is astronomical. We’re so
casual about lhe use of drugs that we don’t even
consider alcohol, nicotine, aspirin, caffeine and the
theobromine in chocolate to be drugs.

The crucial factor in all of this is attitude. We
must adopt a new national philosophy toward
appropriate drug use. We must minimize usage,
limit the effects of the so-called social or cultural
drugs and use prescription drugs in a cost-con-
scious and therapeutically effective manner.

Making such changes in our heterogenous so-
ciety will be difficult; cynics might say impossi-
ble. But I am not a cynic. The current antismok-
ing campaigns have shown that massive change
can happen.

Alcohol use can't be effectively banned; that
was tried and failed 60 years ago. However,
while each individual should continue to have the
right to use alcohol (and tobacco), that use
should not impact negatively on other persons.

While the sale of alcoholic beverages should con-
tinue, penalties for drunk driving should be severe.
The efforts of Mothers Against Drunk Driving
(MADD) and similar groups should be supported.
The use of the breathalyzer test should be required
when erratic behavior is seen. The effect of alcohol
on job performance should be clearly identified and
treatment programs made easily accessible and
required for abusers. Repeat offenders should face
disciplinary action.

Serious consideration should be given to the
further decriminalization or even legalization of
marijuana. Legal control of marijuana is almost
impossible, and our limited resources should be
directed to the control of the more toxic illicit
substances. While there have been claims that
the use of marijuana leads to the use of more
potent substances, that has not been substanti-
ated.-Just as in the case of alcohol, the individ-
ual’s right of use in private should be allowed,
but drug-rcbted public actions, such as impaired
driving, severely penalized.

Increased taxes on social drugs—alcohol, tobac-
co and marijuana—would directly support an ex-
panded National Institute of Drug Abuse (NIDA).

Over-the-counter drugs are generally consid-
ered by the public to be non-drugs, an idea rein-
forced by their relative safety and accessibility. Yet
each drug does cause side effects, some serious.
Many interact negatively with other drugs.

Intelligent self-medication shc-uid be the ;y\t.
of each person taking OTCs. This is even
important a;, the Food and Drug Ad'.iir.istta".i t;
continues 'ts efforts to reica-e additional
scripiiou drugs to titc OTC market.

Prescription drugs are a major part of un-
lives. When we visit a physician, we expect i.i
receive a magical piece of paper called a pro-
scription. We must learn to accept that there arc
times when drug treatment is inappropriate.

As for illegal drugs, we cannot afford, either
financially or philosophically, to create the kind
of enforcement envelope around this country
that would be required to block the flow. There-
fore, if the supply can't be substantial reduced,
we must.work to reduce the demand.

Why do people take illegal drugs? The reasons
are numerous and complex. Some include the

Serious consideration should
begiven to thefurther
decrim inalization or even
legalization ofm arijuana.
Ourlimited resources should
be directed to the controlof
the 'more toxic illic it f
substances.

need to isolate oneself mentally from poor living
conditions; the thrill of the risks involved; the
affluence of American society and the great in-
crease in leisure time; peer pressure; and the
hek of knowledge of toxic effects.

One of the most obvious ways of combating
illicit drug use among the poor is simple, albeit
expensive and complicated: their environment
must be changed. This means belter housing,
jobs, education and other activities that help
build self-esteem, especially among our young
people. There is no higher priority.

Stopping the use of cocaine and other illicit
drugs by the affluent will require them to change
their attitude. They must be educated to under-
stand that these drugs are not without toxicity,
and that each user contributes to the support of a
terrifying underground drug distribution system
that will ultimately, if unchecked," destroy the
entire texture of American life.

Admittedly, change is difficult, but until we do,
cocaine will continue to flow across our border -
and up the noses of abusers; heroin, another
"hound of hell" in the Rev. Jesse Jackson’s mem-
orable phrase, will murder our national spirit;
drunk drivers will kill thousands of innocent per-
sons; and the costs to society for the inappropri-
ate and misuse of over-the-counter and prescrip-
tion drugs will escalate. = «

Dr. WilliamJ. Kinnard'Jr.'is the dean of llie
School of Pharmacyat (He University of
Maryland at Baltimore.

Second Opinion is aforum for points of view on
licallli-related topics. Send articles lo Second
Opinion, Health Section. The Washington Post.
1150 15tli St. A"V, Washington, D.C. 20071.
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Adolescent Marijuana Use Decreases
In Netherlands Since Legalization

A report in the Netherlands
which studied the cHeels of their
liberal marijuana policy on adoles-
cent drug use found that the use of
cannabis has not increased since
marijuana was “legalized." The
report, entitled "The Use of Drugs.
Alcohol, and Tobacco," surveyed
1300 people aged 15 10 24 years in
the Netherlands about their use of
various drugs.

While marijuana use by young
people differed widely among vary-
ing age groups, regions and munici-
pality size, use did not appreciably
change when the categories are
compared between i>76 and 1*3G.
It was m I'3'0 :hai the Netbet lands
enacted a form of deeriminah/.uion
of cannabi' in the Amcndmen* of
the Opium Act. Cannabis h;.« been
sold in eafe> and youth centers
since 197S.

A study undertaken in 197b in
the city of Cnccht was compared
with the current report. There has
been no marked increase in the
prevalence of cannabis use among
those adolescents aged 15 to IS, Th
1976, 3% ol the 15 and 16 year
olds and 10% of the 17 and 18 year
olds had used cannabis at some
lime. The new figures are 2% and
6% respectively, showing n decline
over the years since the fiberal
policy was placed in effect.

When the whole sample is com-
bined, 12% of the people aged 15
to 24 had used marijuana at some
point. Only 5"ii of the sample were
current cannabis users, thus over
hall the tiw-iTdid not continue their
use. Only 1.6% of the sample were
regular users (once a week or
more). The 88% ol the people who
had never used cannabis did not
seem inclined to do so. Of this
group, 83% did not think it wise to
use it and 70% disapproved of the
practice.

Comparing these figures to
adolescent use in the U.S. results in
the unarguable conclusion that
American kids use more marijuana
than young people in the Nether-
lands. According to the most recent
report by the Federal government,
in 1985 54% had tried marijuana,
25.7% arc current users and 5% arc
tlailv users. This compares to 12%,
5% and 1.6% for similar categories
in the Netherlands.

The report found that age made

ADOLESCENT USE
continueitfrom page J

parental attitudes about use, spon-
taneous knowledge of drugs, loca-
tions where cannabis is obtained,
among others.

The survey was carried out by
the Foundation for the Scientific
Study of Alcohol and Drug Use at
the request of the Netherlands'
Ministry of Welfare, Health and
Cultural Affairs. The Dutch
government requested the research
as a result of international disap-
proval of their liberal marijuana
policy. This disapproval was
reflected in the United Nations In-
ternational Narcotics Control

Board's demand of the Dutch for
an explanation of then policy.

Two countries that protested the
Dutch policy the most were Norway
and the Federal Republic of Ger-
many, both with distinctly repres-
sive drug policies. In Norway
(.981), 7% of the 15 to 19 year
olds used cannabis at some time
compared with 4% in the Nether-
lands. In West Germany, 15% of
the 18 to 24 age group had used
cannabis, compared with the
Netherlands 18%. These figures
confirm lhat while a repressive
policy does not deter young poopie
from experimenting with c;ttmali«.
a liberal policy does not promote
the desire to experiment.

Adolescent Marijuana Use In the
United Stales and lhe Netherlands

u difference in use. Only 2% of 15
and 16 year olds had used cannabis
at some time, while 30% of 23 and
24 year olds had. The population of
the municipality made a large dif-
ference in use rates. In towns with
populations of five to ten thousand,
only 4% of the young people had
used cannabis at some time. 'This
compares with 12% in towns of
50.(XX) to KXJ.tXX) and 30% in cities
of 500,000 or more. Unlike alcohol
and tobacco use rates, sex did not
seem to play a factor in cannabis
use.

Many interesting areas were ex-
plored in the study. It found that
among current users, those who
used it most frequently described
their parental relationships as being
less satisfactory than did those who
used it less frequently. A higher in-
cidence of parental divorce was also
found among current users as com-
pared with non-users. The report
also found that 90% of cannabis
users said heroin was the most
harmful drug. Cannabis users also
believe alcohol is Tar more harmful
than marijuana. Interestingly,
mere users identified coffee, tea,
and nicotine as drugs than the
non-users.

The Survey found tin ii.laimu
ship between the use of cunnabi>
products and educational achieve-
ment, neither was there an;. .In-
ference between users and nou-u-et e
in regards to the extent to which
they enjoved going to wot l. or
school. There is no detectable i:nk
between the number ot involve-
ments with the police in the course
of the previous year and the use ot
non-use of cannabis; nor had the
users been to the doctor more often
than the other respondents Juiing
the past year. *

97% of current users and 90%
of past users agreed lhat "evei voile
must decide for himself or hcrsell
whether or not to use marijuana.”
74% of the current users and 60%
of the past users disagreed with the
statement "1f you use hashish or
marijuana you will eventually ion-
interest in your job, your school
work, or your career.” 91% of the
current users and 83% of the past
users felt marijuana use will not
lead to the use of hard drugs.

Other areas explored in the
report are: cannabis use and leisure,
reasons for using and not using
cannabis, age of first use, peer and

continued on page 4



Anchorage Chamber of Commerce
Crime Commission

RECRIMINALIZATION OF MARIJUANA

The Anchorage Crime Commission. is bl

that wishes “to present Information o he |ss e 0

recriminaliza’; "wn of marljuana

L 985 thﬁ nlchor%ge Cnme Commission c?mgplled
% h) |ca mary nUMerqus pro eh r]
eva ua S p|n|ons regarding t
hazards assomated with marijudna usage Base
this the 1985 Crime’ Commission strong
endorse the recriminalization of marijuana.

The 1986 Anchorage . Crime . Commigsion W|th
enerous su ort of the Anﬁihora ge Times an

ualit ers onducted an. area e
moh sure ea?tng with public att|tude§p 0
e range of"crime rélated issues.

Altho inal survey analysis anct subse
recomrﬁen&attons are P/ scﬁe%uled reﬂease

unti] early 1987/ an extract of surve
growd S st)ensttcal Pformanon re (}mg X
tf|tu on two  relevant questjo
relate to the ISsue 0
recriminalization.

ns ectly
marljuana

The . citizens of Anchorage |nd|cated their strong

desire for the recrimindlization of marijuana.

The A chorage Cnme Comm|sg\on extends its supp%rt

% ummPa Assem accentmg
c al en es related ad ressm%

M []ther supgort or definition be needed
wou appy to assist

Harold C. Heinze
Chairman

A Committee ofthe
Anchorage Chamber
ofCommerce

415 F Street
Anchorage AK 99501
(907)272-2401
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Anchorage Chamber of Commerce
Crime Commission

November 15, 1985

Dear Reader:

The material coHtamed herein was compiled from various sources by
the Anchoraege Chamber of Commer?e Crime .Commission in su port
Rt]tr recomméndation to recriminalize marijuana in the state o

e necessar Islature

ecause of Ftate SuEreme Court Decw\ on
1 e pold et
etermine | act, marijuana Is armfu

It Is the Crlme Commlssmps contentign tqat S

zation of smal amount? marijyana in AaSkil aép roximate. N
)(Sesaur% ago, much new in ormatlon as been developed concerning this
We feel that th | scientif |c eV|de tan |tates the Comm ssmns
0SItl0 n that |£uana B armtnttcl B stance ur herntj

hat f1 Ahe Le Islature were to the same Y/pg earmgs t at
were held ten years a 0, ?reTPonderance 0 ence would™ result
In ouHawm% tg;t) ssmg arlhuar} for health reasons, an.

act w should then stand up to any further Supremo Court reviews.

We ask tt]e reader to review the material carefully and draw his
own conclusions as the Crime Commission has.

Sincerely youxs,
i Jy y

Pat Wellington
V?ce Chalrr%

nm

ACommittee ofthe
Anchorage Clumber

of Commerce George N. Nelson Chairman
415 FStreet Par\ei Hogton ViceChairman CraigHesser Proseaution Vicki Swank Prevertiion
Anchorage AK 99501 Don PatteraonSoretary/Treesurer ChriisWatkins Couru TomObermeverlepsliuon

(907)272-2401 George Kiing Law Enforcement Sue McCauley Corrections Ron Moore Rblicity



ANCHORAGE CHIVE COVMISSION PUBLIC CPINION SURVEY

QUESTION Should marijuana in any quantity be considered
an illegal substance ?

YES 324 NO 182
4]
1 3Am
LU
i
cs
Ae Qo 1o 26-35 36-45 16750 o0 F

°/oofT0ta|Besponse % 100 13 %0 20 %0 13%0

QUESTION: To whbat degree do illegal drugs affect the crime rate

HGH 70% MBILBA 5% LOW 15% NONE 1%



Testimony of David Teal, Director, House Research Agency.
Presented before the House HESS Committee on April 13, 1988.

HISTORY OF ALASKA MARIJUANA LAWS
1949-PRESENT

1949 Cannabis was classified as a_ narcotic drug under the Uniform

!Y]rcotm Dru%dAct Upon conv|ct|op genalnes for VIO at|

HO% ﬁ]%tre {Han éSgO thear?fs?ﬁ}ssrllggnr%ent {(I)Jruaﬂgt ?%S t n two nor

more than ears, hird or subsequent  of ense
offender was Pu¥nshable by a |ne of not more cW'man $10
Imprisonment for not less than nor ore thn ears
|m§03|t|on orexecTtlon of sentencecou e su%

hation  or e coul ranted until
Pmpnsonment pran(Eed for t e of Toense vgas servedu

Stimulant Druygs, inclu

ende

1968  Added a chaLrter to address Depressant Halluemogemc and

POSSGSSIOH H ?
H]rlsonment or not tan one ear or fine 0

0, b ? sion W|th mtent to se
|str|bute mar|u ?a wasda L Y subject to
penalties, as vvas selling or distributing maruuana to mino

Alaska Statutes, Title 17, Chapter 12.

mgmaruuana Bdert IS n}]an uan%
ersona e Was a mis emeanor uni



re House HESS

Amendments made public use of maruuana pub||c J)ossessmn of one
ounce  or more, ossessmn of a z amount while §erat|n a. motor

vehicle or alrplane, ny possession or us minor
misdemeanor punPshabIe by a ? nye o? not more than 1030

An adult who violated the law by possessing any quantjt 0
mari ?na |n ot\fwer t%P %m Z;I)Iap gng they %sessm
confrol was for Brsona use 0r Wwho .pos ess% an ounce or es}s of
maruuana m ap é)ace Was Pum a CIVil f|ne 0
more. than $100. . PuniShment under the cm(! ection could M 3
Initiate tﬁcm complaint or citation and the court, vvas allowe
to establish procedures for the payment of fines by mail.

AS 17.12.110. _ .
Prime sponsor of legislation Senator Terry Miller.

Note, this b(JI wes transmitted to the Governor on My 19,
1975 The Rayin decision was rele?sed May 27,1975, Governor

Flammnd allowed the bill to be}eome vgwnhout his™ signature.  In
s message to thelegislature he state

It ois my persona}J tﬁehef that it is notin the public's best
interest “to expand the use of marijuana.

Inasmuch a% Senate Bill No. 350 mlght have had this effect
(1Qr. to the recent Supreme Court ?ISIOH Ravin v Alaska
E(I)lemn No. 1156, May 27, 19751 could not support the

Because of that deC|3|on nvateuse of marijuana IS now
myond the reTch of ?Hmln awenforcement As B350
0ses. Civi ;t)enatles 3u usage, l( IS more
tr|ct|ve than thelaw art|cu|ate Iythe Alaska  Supreme
ourt %enanes for private marijuana use cannot be
strengthened y a veto."
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Y 1658

1982 The c¢o C}rolled substance laws were rewritten so that the

Eatterne
ederal Controlle

after Je Uniterm Controlled Subst nces Act an
Substances, Act of 170 to enact. unif or

Rena rovrsrens In conformrty he 98 revrsron O

Iaskas criminal code.  The Igﬁlat re found that
0ses a serious threat .to the ealt arlg d%c are
ossessron or Uuse 0 marréuana that IS not Proscr

he Act should not be construed as condon

Use of marijuana by any person.

I\/Iarrjuan IS a schgdule VIA sr A

o st eqree of ger or abI anger to g person of
|c 055€ssi0n

ersonal consumption _1s not il

lace.. . Possession of marijuana

with intent to F el|], etc. 'Is subject to a range o

violations to felonies.

Alaska Statutes Title 11, Chapter 71.
Prime Sponsor--Senator Dankworth, 11 Senate cosponsors.

rTraI for an. a
n public, in rea[ter

pena

No Marijuana legislation has been enacted in Alaska since 1982.

y law un er
ng or encodraging the
supstance--found to have the

less ‘han our ounceé 0f . marijuana
e ult In a nonpubl
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Speech

by

Ross Adkins
1598 Wolverine Ln.
Fairbanks, Alaska
99709 Tele. 479-6849

to
HESS Committee Hearings (SB32- 1988)
on
April 13, 1988

The American public is presently Involved in World War 3. It is a
violent war or guns, killings, robberies, burglaries, streetgang
atrocities and bribery. It is causing irreparable damage to this
country's relations with third world nations. Larger cities in
the United States are aImost_comEIeter controlled by the cash
flow created by this war. Fairbanks and other Alaskan towns are
involved daily. The recent killings, beatings and burglaries in
Fairbanks are a testament to this war. It is a subtle, relentless
cruel pressure on our youth. It is the war of drugs, and our
enemies are cocaine, heroin, various pills and marijuana.

The war must be won; our youth and elderly are losing their
freedom safety and lives daily because of our apparent
helplessness. t has cost our country more in lives and dollars
than the Viet Nam war. President Reagan has pledged billions to
combat all drugs including marijuana, and Nancy says "just say no"
to marijuana as well as other drugs. Can we do less than pass
SB32. It's hardly enough but would at least be consistent with
the nation's crisis. We must send a clear message to our

citizens and those who profit from all the abhorrent activity on a
local and national level associated with the traffic of marijuana.
We must outlaw the substance completely,

The advocates of home possession of marijuana cite constitutional

rights aa the foundation for their argument. | understand and
defend constitutional rights as much as anyone. | also understand
that those rights carry with them the responsibility to refrain
from interfering with the rights of others. | ask you three

questions; 1. Do we as a nation have the right to disrupt our
n«iohhor*l economy by allowing our demand for this useless habit
o replace their “food crops,” and perpetrate the other evils of
his international drug culture on these Reople._ We in the United
tates tend to think of central and south American's problems as
nfair burdens placed on us. Look closely, the enemy is us  Make
Il drugs illegal including the subtle introductory marijuana. 2.
do we in Alaska have the right to participate in an activity which
finances the street gangs in Los Angalee. All other states have
sent a clear message to its citizens NO MARIJUANA. You can bet
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the recent crackdown on straet gangs in LA has bean aided by the
conviction on marlkuana_when nothing else was available. oo
ask you also, do the neighbors have the right to possess and use
marijuana in the presence of their children who see nothing wrong
with introducing the bag they Ilifted off the dresser to mY
daughter? An emphatic no. The problem past the point long ago o
Protectlon of their rights. We parents who pay the bills, support
he schools, and in large portion elect you Mr, Koponen to office,

demand the protection of our children's and our rights.

Marijuana is unquestionably a major support to the total drug
ulture's economy and method of expansion. The threat of cocaine
ddiction is easily clouded with marijuana smoka. Pushers are
sually trained with marijuana and phased into hard drugs as they
rove proficient. Marijuana traffic provides day to day income
while the drug entrapaneur waits for the big one. Association is
obvious, our reluctance to act is unreasonabhle.

c
a
u
p

Those who would delay this bill by drawing comparisons with
alcohol are saying rape is ok because it isa lessor evil than
murder. How ridiculous can thelogic of a user get.

Clear this society of that smoke which turnsall questions gra
and lullb us to sleep. We are at war and wemust wake up. Th
hour is late and the enemy is upon us.
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Testimony on SB 32 - April 13, 1988
Glenn Hackney
1136 Sunset Dr.
Fairbanks, Alaska 99709

Mr. Chairman, Mr. Co-Chairman, committee members: M name is
Glenn Hackney, | live at 1136 Sunset Dr., Fairbanks, Alaska 99709,
I'm here tonight to testify in favor of passage of SB 32.
| think a clear statement by the legislature is in order at

this time.

Mr. Chairman, I've read the article by attorney Wagstaff of
Anchorage, wherein he states - quote - "Marijuana has been used
throughout the world in various forms, concentrations and quan-
tities for thousands of years. Nothing bad has happened yet.
(emphasis mine). Unquote. I'm sure the engineer of the Conrail
thain that recently crashed, killing 14 or 16 people had the
same thought. He tested positive for marijuana in his system.
Mayb* he thought the signal light was the moon rising dreamily
over Lhe railroad track. We can't afford to have space cadets
running our public transportation system.

| can't speculate about the 6,600 hospital emergency room
admissions to our nation's hospitals in /<?%C . Maybe they just
dreamed something was wrong with them from using marijuana. |
don't think we can dismiss marijuana as a harmless lawyers' dream
machine of “.noice.

Let's not lose sight of the fact that marijuana is a drug,
a mind altering substance that is illegal to use in every state.

Inevitably there arises the difference in the way marijuana
is treated compared to alcohol and tobacco. Well, Mr. Chairman,
as Paul Harvey might say, 'we're not dong nothing about alcohol
and tobacco in our country. It's only because of platoons
of lawyers, divisions of lawyers, armies of lawyers, that little
gets done about limiting cigarette use.

It seems to me we are with marijuana where we were with
cigarettes a short 1/2 century ago: nothing wrong with cigarettes,
satisfying, relaxing, nerve soothing. Mr. Chairman, the smoke
from marijuana goes to the same place cigarette smoke goes,
only it stays longer.

u/\



Page 2 - testimony on SB 32

Mr. Chairman, Harry G. Summers, Jr., recently wrote a column
titled "U.S. MUST HAVE WILL TO WIN THE WAR ON DRUGS". He cites
the maner opium abuse was largely stamped out in China when
authority took the attitude 'drug abuse by individuals will no
longer be tolerated'. Summers fields this opinion on fighting
drug abuse in America - quote - "--the solution lies in drying
up the market upon which the suppliers depend by making the pain
and penalty of being a drug abuser far greater than any pleasure
that might be derived from taking drugs." - unquote.

Mr. Chairman, that means a consistent, tough policy, not a
policy that tells young Alaskans, ‘'marijuana is illegal but it's
okay in the home in 4 oz. lots. Those fighting drug abuse in
the schools are advocating ‘'just say no'. The legislature is
saying, 'just say maybe'. | urge you, as responsible Alaskans
to pass SB 32. Just say ‘'no' to drugs.



