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* •  r~-r. - a  * e sLaws gove rn ing  m a r i ju an a  use 
to u g h e r  than  m any  m ay rea lize
By Patti Harper
Time* Writer

The Alaska Senate recently 
passed on to the House a bill that 
would make possession of mari­
juana a crime punishable by up 
to 90 days in jail and a $1,000 fine.

It's called a bill to recriminal­
ize marijuana. And it would 
make illegal something now legal 
in the s ta te—possession of small 
amounts for personal use.

But, perhaps the current law 
is not as lax as some people 
think.

Behind closed doors: Marijuana and privacy
—  Dimension H-1

Sure, you can smoke mari­
juana :u your own home in 
Alask' without being labeled a 
criminal, if you’re an adult.

You can even grow it at home 
for your own use, and keep 4 
ounces on hand.

But, that’s about all you can 
do legally with marijuana in thc- 
only state where marijuana use

is not entirely illegal.
Eighty-five people were ar­

rested f j’r marijuana-only crimes 
statewide #n  the year ending 
June 30,.,#67, according to Sgt. 
Carl Swanson, head of the State­
wide Narcotics Unit for the 
Alaska!- State Troopers. There 
wetf  21 other arrests involving 

See Marijuana, p^ye A-8

f j p g e  / l e x ! -



M a r i ju a n a  d e b a t e  c l o u d e d  b y  s m o k e
Lawmaker, la w ye r  d i f fe r  
over b i l l 's  in ten t ,  e f fec ts
ByPiiiitlifper TW* %f*cr

Rep Fritz Pettyjohn, R-An- 
rhoragp, and Ihe man who won a 
court taw making possession (or 
personal use al home legal In 
Alaska, allomey Irwin Ravin, 
share the smoking habit. Clga- 
reites, lhal is, nol marijuana.

The two took a cigarette 
break togeiher before debating 
■il a Harriett Democratic Club 
luncheon In Vnchorage whether 
possession of small amounts of 
marijuana should be recriminal- 
■fed.

The legislature decriminal- 
red manjuana, making posses­
ion of smril amounts a violation 
>1 law inscao of a Jailabte crime, 
ust two weeks before the Alaska 
■uprcme Court unanimously de- 
ided in 1975 that given insuffi- 
ient proof lhal Ihe drug pre- 
•enls a serious public health 
iroblem, the Privacy Clause of 
he state constitution prolecls 
•Tsonaluseofllalhome.

The focus of Ihe luncheon de- 
ale was Senate Bill 32. which 
as passed the Senate and is now 
rrnw-Hf-**.!! ~r*’L tn*\h B-a-—, marijuana . . .  .
ewinn of smal.’ amounts of mar. 1 RnalM M M liBlllg*!
uana inside orouiside Ihe home of marijuana, as Ihere is
class B misdemeanor punisha- 
e by SO days in jail and a {1,000 uc
When asked by someone al the 

ncheon if he would support 
aking tobacco illegal, Pelty- 
>hn, who Is pushing recriminall- 
itlon ol marijuana, pulled a 
jck of cigarettes from his shirt 
nd said "No."
Though lobacco Is an "evil," 

id "pernicious." drug, it is also 
hopeless cause to keep people 
im using It or alcohol by mak- 
git illegal, he said.
Still, he argued, recriminallza- 

I nol marijuana will help send a 
essage lo young people lhat 
ey shouldn’t start smoking pol.
"I want them lo say no when 
•■y’re offered marijuana,” Pel- 

i mhn said of his three sons.
"I want lo give them a laun- 
v list of reasons why, one of 
ise being it's against the law," 
said.
Ravin, who practice' 'n 
mer but has register* 
bylst on this Issue, poin^^Mt 
riready Is ogalnst Ihe law for

minors to use marijauna.
Recriminalizing adult use of 

marijuana would send a message 
lo young people "that politicians 
can legislate our morals, that 
politicians can tell us what lo do 
in our own homes." Ravin said.

“I don't think that’s a mes­
sage we want lo send our chil­
dren." he said.

"You’re not making a distinc­
tion between what’t dangerous 
and what’s not and that'll con­
fuse them."

Ravin repeatedly called mari­
juana "innocuous.”

"Nobody Is being hurt by this 
drug," he said.

He said he thinks one In five 
Alaskans probably use mari­
juana, or about 100,000 people. 
Ravin said the users have done 
so legally for 13 years making 
this an ideal place to study Ihe 
drug's effects.

"It seems that it would be 
very obvious (if it were) a seri­
ous heall h haza rd," he sa Id.

Ravin said there has never 
been a hospital admission of a 
person who had overdosed on

came and heroin and many non. 
prescription drugs.

"Nobody’s ever been beaten 
up because somebody was 
freaked out on marijuana," he 
asserted.

Pettyjohn did not directly 
challenge those assertions, but 
he maintained lhat studies he has 
reviewed show marijuana use 
Impairs learning, memory, Intel 
leclual performance and driving. 
He said marijuna has bad effects 
on the lungs and can negatively 
affect psychological (unctions 
and personality development.

Pettyjohn said the scientific 
evidence lhat ma tijuana Is a pub­
lic health hazard Is stronger now 
lhan it was In 1973.

He said Ihe fact lhat Ihe ac 
live substance In marijuana, te­
trahydrocannabinol (TTHC) 
more concentrited In moden 
marijuana will lip the lega 
scales and allow this new law ti 
pass conslllullonal muster.

Bui, Ravin said nothing ha 
changed In ihe debate over re 
criminalization.

TWw*» Hwto I f  Vea RHf*
Irwin Rai in lakes nules al Thursday's Hearing, while Rep. Frilx Pellyjohn waves a do' ieni lo back up his arguments.
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Anchorage Dally News Saturday, March 19,1988 f o r u m
Leg is la to rs ’ anti-marijuana case fuli o f sm oke
By ROBERT WAGSTAFF

In 1975, the Supreme Court o l A la ka 
found that n a tu ra lly  grow ing m arijuana 
"does not constitute a public health problem 
with any significant dimensions. It  Is. fo r 
Instance, fa r  more innocuous In terms oi 
psychological and social damage than alcohol 
o r tobacco. . . .  I t  appears that effects o f 
marijuana on an individual are not serious 
enough to jus tify  wide-spread concern at 
least as compared with the fa r more danger­
ous effects o f alcohol, barbiturates, and 
amphetamines.”

The A laska Supreme Court found that the 
state failed to meet Its substantial burden to 
show that the prohibition o f the possession 
o f marijuana in the home was supported by a 
legitimate state Interest. E loquently writing 
fo r  a unanim ous C ou rt, C h ie f Justice 
Rablnotvitz:

"O u r te rritory and now state has trad i­
tiona lly  been the home o f people who prize 
their individuality and who have chosen to 
settle o r to continue living here in order to 
achieve a measure o f control over their own 
lifestyles which is now v irtu a lly  unattaina­
ble in many o f our sister states."

The nationa lly  renowned Ravin decision 
was based upon on exhaustive tria l record 
where a ll o f the best-known experts testi­
fied. A ll studies and claims were examined. 
Tbe ultimate conclusion was that none Justi­
fied making the possession and use o f m ari­
juana by adults in p rivate a crime.

This has not stopped the A laska Legisla­
ture. The A laska Legislature Is a peculiar 
body. It is knowingly attempting to pbss a 
paten tly unconstitu tiona l b ill Decause it

f l

thinks the politics o f an election year Justi­
fies it and attention can be diverted thereby 
from  its fiscal m lsmana-'m ent. ’

In fact, Senate Judiciary Chairman Jay 
Kerttu la has h im self said that the findings of 
harm listed In the b ill won’t convince a court 
to overturn the Ravin decision stating, "the 
findings in this b i ll are overstated and in 
some cases wrong.”  Nonetheless, Kerttula 
voted fo r the b ill.

Indeed, the A laska Legislature is a strange 
body. It is swom to uphold the Constitution 
o f A laska, yet it is now hysterically stam­
peding to violate that very document. The 
supposed Justification Is a po litica lly  created 
report on marijuana whose author explains: 

"A s you requested, I  have not Included 
any research which disputes the findings set., 
out in the b i l l. ”

The teaching o f history Is that marijuana 
is Innocuous. M arijuana has been used 
throughout the world in various forms, : 
concentrations and quantities fo r thousands.' 
o f years. Nothing bad has happened yet.

In  fact, there are no new marijuana 
studies o r new findings o f any significance. 
On ly the o ld timeworn arguments o f the' 
1930s have been dusted o ff and recovered. .

The findings o f the b ill proclaim, fo r '  
example, that THC, tbe psychoactive Ingre- j  
dient in marijuana, Is stored in tbe body fo r '

up to 30 days causing the user to smoke 
more, resulting in alteration o f basic psy­
chology. TWs statement Is simply and Inar- 
guably medically untrue. The psychoactive part o f THC, in fact, is broken down by the 
body soon a fte r ingestion. Some residual 
metabolites stay In the body longer but 
significantly these a ' non-psychoactlve and 
have no effect.

The b ill also announces that it Is possible 
to overdose on marijuana because it in­
creases the effects o f alcohol. God forbid that 
It Interfere with the legislator’s drug o f 
cholcel 1

In the history o f the world no one has ever 
died from an overdose o f marijuana. It  Is one 
o f the least toxic drugs known to man. 
Laboratory experiments have shown that a 
potentially lethal dose is 40 thousand times 
the actual intoxicating lose. Marijuana has 
much less cross reaction with alcohol than 
barbiturates o r tranquilizers such as Vallum .

The b ill also proclaims that marijuana is 
10 times more powerful today than it was 10 
years ago. There is no evidence such is the 
case. As with a ll o f the supposed claims, the - 
origins are obscure, the allegations unsup-

Sorted. This Is not surprising as the "p u b lic - 
earings" were as care fu lly  orchestrated as 
the research report.
As to potency, The Hew Y o rk  Times has 

reported an actual decrease In the strength o f 
availab le marijuana between 1980 and 1988. 
As with alcohol, consumers compensate for1 ’ 
higher potency by consuming sm alle r doses.

The b ill asserts that m arijuana causes 
schizophrenia and a dulling . ;  the senses 
creating the possibility that the user la

• It (the legislature) is 
swom to uphold the 
Constitution of Alaska, yet 
it is now hysterically 
stampeding to violate that 
very document. 9

unable to respond to body signals. There Is 
absolutely no credible clinical evidence that 
marijuana causes schizophrenia o r any other 
psychiatric clinical effects. These findings 
are simply made up.

F ina lly , and predictably, tbe b ill says that 
marijuana affects feta l development, sperm 
eggs and sexual hormones. There is no 
documented cu e  o f marijuana causing any 
genetic deform ity. In  fact, the National 
Academy o f Sciences affirm s th 't  marijuana 
use has no effect on chromosomes o r fe rtili­

t y .
I f  you an - unhappy with the A laski 

legislature, please let It know how you feel. 
The spotlight has been on the legislature 
because o f its past mismanagements. The 
legislature Is now attempting to escape this 
unwelcome attention by attacking trad ition­
a l scapegoats.

□ Robert Wagstaff la an Anohorage attorney.
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B o a r d  p u s h e s  f o r  
t o u g h e r  p o t  la w s
The Associated Press

KETCHIKAN -  The Ket­
chikan G atew ay Borough 
School District has approved 
a resolution calling for state 
lawmakers to again make 
marijuana possession and use 
a crime — but not without 
objections from some school 
board members.

* “I don’t think i t ’s strong 
enough,’’ said Donald Chen-" 
hall, a board member.

“My main objection is, al­
though the ends are desirable, 
the means are bad,” said Dr. 
Tom Conley, another board 
member.

Conley and Chenhall voted 
aga inst  the  resolution. It 
passed 5-2. Similar measures 

, were passed recently by the 
Anchorage Assembly and the

• Ketchikan City Council.
.. “ Marijuana is harm fu l,” 
Betty Wilson told the board 
members during the public 
comment portion of the meet- 

. ing. "Some people think there 
is a right to privacy issue 
here. However, if it causing 
harm to children there is no 
right to privacy.”

Conley said he was con­
v inced  making marijuana use

a crime would have no bear­
ing on use of the drug. A lack 
of police to back up new laws 
could lead to arbitrary and 
capricious enforcement, he 
said.

Chenhall said he would 
prefer a resolution with some 
educational content, and said 
he supported comprehensive 
drug education,, including in­
formation about marijuana, 
alcohol and other commonly 
used drugs.

“I wouli agre.' with Mr. 
Chenhall,” said t r e  board’s 
student representat:ve, Scott 
Wedel. “ I t ’s no t s tro n g  
enough.”

Wedel voted against the 
resolution, but his vote does 
not count.

Board member Pam Hjorte- 
set questioned the effects of a 
tougher law, but voted for the 
resolution.

" I  don ’t know  w here  
there's enough jail space in 
the state of Alaska,” Hjorte- 
set said. " I t ’s already illegal 
to push the stuff. The drug 
education we are putting in 
the schools are going to be of 
more benefit.”
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CDrnqs in the schoolsK»iw*;sfe>r- ..-•r-sfd • • • • w~ -aBjrHAU■;No one could have read the recent survey about 
./drug use among Fairbanks area middle school and /  
/high school students and notjiave been'alarmed.'
V './'According to the survey, 58 percent of Fairbanks 

“ students in 'grades T-12 said they had tried drugs!' ' 
About 48 percent said they had tried marijuana, and /  
nearly 40 percent sal 1 they had used ft once or twice /, 
>in the 30 days preced ng the survey.'Sixteen percent^
■ said they had tried e cnine. Nine percent said they Vhad tried heroin.-'I'd w» !’*;H*iMV,tv**4«r)>\>Wi>r.sb ... . - * J - - * .*• » . •* < •*-• • r  -  • * * • <vr*The use by the s udents probably mirrors the
permissive attitude about drugs in society as a 
whole. Alaska has always had a wide-open approach 
to the use of mind-altering Ingestibles. Bars in Fair- '« 
banks, and until recently in most other cities in Alas­
ka, are open till 5 a.m. Alaska is the only state in the 
nation where possession of marijuana in the home is legal. v !. :■-£ S

. " > ; The use'of marijuana in the survey’ 'ceeded the 
use of alcohol. While 71 percent said Liey had tried - 
alcohol at least once in the last year, only about 30 
percent said they drank more than two or three 
times a year. Perhaps most alarming of a ll in the 
survey was that the number of students who ha e 
tried cigarettes climbed from 49 percent in a sim ilar 
survey in 1982 to 71 percent. .
■•'•'The figures bring into question the wisdom of 
our \vide-open philosophy. There’s no question that kids mimic the actions and attitudes of adults. I f  we 

/were not so free and easy about our use of drugs, our 
•' children would not be either. ;  i ’ - -  j  ■ V - 'S' 
i'CV The’growing realization that we may be harm-; 
ing'our children is the main reason why the bill to 
recriminalize possession of marijuana is moving in 
the Legislature. To many people who may have sup-, 
ported the libertarian nature of the law, and even 
smoke marijuana themselves, this is enough to 
change it. . ^
i'- i. It may be a ll right for adults to use marijuana, or 
alcohol or cigarettes, but it is not.all right for chil-,.. | dren to use them. Kids may be especially susceptible ' 
to the addictive properties of the drugs. It may be 
one thing for an adult to choose to use drugs, alert to | 
their dangers and aware of the consequence. It is : 
another thing for children to use them, their emo- j 
tional makeup "nd reasoning powers not fully de- J 
veloped.'• .’ . . ... ,

-  * 1 . * . j.r. There can be no doubt that by legalizing the con- j
sumption of marijuana, alcohol and cigarettes, we ;
are sending a message to our children that it Is all
right to do them. Recriminalizing the possession of
marijuana will not end the use in our schools, or
anywhere else, but it will change the message we
send to our children.

f

. We should recognize that we don’t have a prob­
lem with drugs in the schools so much as we have a 
problem with drugs in the society as a whole. The,, 
problem has shown itself remarkably resisttnt to ’ 
legal remedies. •*.». ■

We, not the courts, have the ultimate respon- 
sibllty to control our use of drugs and shape the atti- ■ 
tudes and values of our children. Individually, as parents and others concerned for our children's well- 
being, we must resolve to set examples that our chil­
dren can lea rr from. Only then will we lick the prob­
lem of drugs in the schools.
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A n t i - d o p e  v o t e  i s ~  
j u s t  g r a n d s t a n d i n g

F o r  cheap p o li t ic a l th e a tric s , y o u  can ’ t b e a t the show  
pu t on  th is  w eek in  the  A la s k a  S ta te  S en a te . S en a to rs  
ou td id  each o th e r v y in g  fo r  th e  p ub lic  s p o t lig h t  as th ey  
v o ted  to  re c rim in a liz e  possession  o f  m a r i ju a n a . O n ly  
L ib e r t a r ia n - t u r n e d -R e p u b lic a n  K e n  F a n n in g  o f  
F a irb a n k s  d a red  to  sa y  no  to  th is  exe rc ise  in  p o in t le ss  
p o s tu rin g .

The sena to rs  seem  to  h ave  fo rg o t te n  som eth ing  c a lle d  
the p riv a c y  c lause  o f  the  A la s k a  C on s titu t io n . U n d e r  
th a t c lause , w hat c itizen s do in  th e ir  ow n  homes is 
p resum ed  to  be th e ir  ow n  bus iness , un less the  s ta te  can 
show  som e com pe llin g  reason  to  in vade  t h e i r  p r iv a c y .

The A la s k a  S up rem e  C ou rt ru le d  in  1975 th a t s ta te  
m a ri ju a n a  law s d id n 't  m eet th a t  test. T he  cou rt fou nd  
no ev idence o f  s o c ia l h a rm  th a t w ou ld  ju s t i f y  b ann ing  i 
m a r i ju a n a  in  the p r iv a c y  o f  the h om e . i

I t  is  q u ite  p o ss ib le  th a t such ev idence n ow  ex is ts . The 
sen a to rs  ju s t  h a v en ’ t m ade a v e ry  good case. T h e ir  m a in  
ju s t i f ic a t io n  w as a p a te n t ly  one-sided  H ou se  Research  
Agency re p o rt . As the a u th o r  o f  th a t w o rk  a d m itte d  to  
the H ou se  m em ber w ho com m iss ioned  it : “ As you  
requested , I  h ave  no t in c lud ed  an y  re sea rch  w h icn  
d ispu tes the  fin d ing s set ou t in  th e  b i l l . ”

T h a t ju s t i f ic a t io n  p a le s  in  c om pa rison  w ith  the  
le g is la tu re ’s w o rk  on  a 1986 law  th a t a llow s  lo c a lit ie s  to  
ban  a lc o h o l p ossession . A fte r  h o ld in g  h ea rin g s  across 
the s ta te , a  spec ia l com m ittee  com p iled  a long  re p o r t  
docum en ting  the d e s tru c tion  a lc o h o l un leash es in  m any  
A la s k a  com m un itie s . A p p a re n t ly  th a t k in d  o f  h a rd  
w o rk  w as to o  m uch to  expect f r o m  th is  y e a r 's  Senate .

Tb e  to u g h -ta lk in g  sen a to rs  w o u ld n ’ t e ven  pu t th e ir  
m oney  w he re  th e ir  m ou ths a re . T hey decided the 
t ro o p e rs  and cou rt sy s tem  w o u ld n ’ t need an y  e x t ra  
m oney  to  en fo rce  the  law . I f  th is  law  is g o ing  to  cut 
m a r i ju a n a  use, h ow  can it  n o t  cost m o re  m oney? 
A la sk a n s  have  to  w on d e r I f  e ven  the b i l l ' s  su p po rte rs  
re a liz e  it  w i l l  h ave  l i t t le  re a l e ffe c t .

In  the  end , su p p o rte rs  sa id  th e  im p o r ta n t  th ing  w as 
to  send A la sk a n s  a message: U s ing  m a ri ju a n a  is 
d angerou s; d on ’ t d o  it .

T h ey  m ay  w e ll be r ig h t. B u t  th e ir  m essage w ou ld  
h ave  been m ore  c om pe llin g  had  th e  sen a to rs  done th e ir  
h om ew o rk . The o n ly  message th e y 'v e  sent so  fa r  is th a t 
p o li t ic a l g rands tand ing  is a liv e  and  w e ll in  the s ta te  
Senate .



M ari ju an a : A  c o n t r o v e r s y  re - ig n ite s
3ig B ro the r canno t , in the n am e  o f  
iub lic  hea lth , d ictate to  a n y on e  w ha t 
e can eat o r  d r in k  o r  sm ok e  in the 
irivacy o f  his ow n  h om e .'t « ■
• Alaska Chief Justice Jay Rabinow itz, quoting a Michigan 
ecision in Ravin v. State o f Alaska, M ay 27 ,1975

I f  you're an adult. In this state )vu  
ve the right to light up a Joint in the 
iva cv o f your own home. It'sa right 
it's been legally recognized ever ice the late spring 0(1975, when 
tska became the first —andonly— 
lie'to legalize pot.
In Ravin v. State o f Alaska, a unanl- 
ms state supreme court ruled that 
•session of marijuana —byadults, 
home, (or personal use—is pro- 
led by the constitutional right to 
vacy. Speaking lo r the court. Chief 
nice Jay Rabinowitz said that 
:ven the relative insignificance o f 
miuana consumption as a health 
ibfem in our society at present“ 
re was not good enough justifica- 
■t fo r the slate lo intrude on people's ht to privacy.
"The state cannot impose Its own 
ions o f morality, propriety, o r fash-

ion on Individuals when Ih^putltc has 
no legitimate interest In the affairs o f 
those individuals,"  Rabinowitz wrote.

Now, 1J years later, a number o f le­
gislators in Juneau are pushing a bill 'o 
recriminalize por, saying that new and 
increased medical evidence that mari­
juana is harmful gives the state a com­
pelling reason to resurrect the issue. 
Two weeks ago the Senate voted 17-1 
to make possession punishable by up to 
90 days in jail. That bill is now in the 
House.Those pushing the b ill—Soldoma 
Republican Sen. Paul Fischer and An­
chorage Republican Rep. Terry Mar- 
tin—say it's an issue o f health. Oppo­
nents say it's an issue o f privacy. The 
real question is whether the issues are 
any different now than they were in 1975— or three years earlier, when the 
Ravin case began.

T - G -  R--V  B V  B O B  O R T E G A  In 1972, a bumed-out tail light in Irwin Ravin's car set o ff a chain o f events leading to  Alaska's marijuana la
If you're an aduli, in 'his state you search that uncovered some man-
/e the right lo light up l Joint in the juana he had in his pocket. He had de-
vacy ol your own home. It's a right cided to make himself the test case in
it's been legally recognised ever an eifon lo see If Alaska's right to pri-
ceJhe late spnng oU97S, when . ~ .. vacy—added to the constitution Just 
isklbecamethefltst—andahIy-= 'fawmomhseartler—protected the . 
te-to legalize marijuana.
In Ravin v. State of Alaska, a unanJ- 
'us state Supreme Court ruled that 
isession of marijuana—by adults, 
iom* for personal use—Is pro­

use of marijuana. -
"We'd talked about doing the case," 

said Bob Wagstaff, the attorney who 
resented Ravin tor the Alaska Civil 
rties Union. Silting at a desk in the

repn
Libei

it i  try the consjltyllonal righunJ,-. _ snulldq-qmtown house that serves as
.-»— ■ c — - — Mrt n f *U a hut M v ia  otMrf w  tmms mirvl ndriv* —"vacy .'Speaking lodshe counretde£. -̂-hia.o#flce-. tta gsiaff F^settj mind bactc 
-  ■ —    '  ‘^ ‘toediscttBfonwtthftayfniboutidice '.ay RabtnowttzsaMlhai 
ven ihe relative insignificance of 
.rijuana consumption as a health 
iblem in our society at present" 
re was not good enough Justlflca- 
n for the state to Intrude on people's 
ht to privacy.
'The state cannot Impose ils own - 
ions of morality, propriety, or taitw' 
on individuals when the public has 
egitimaia interest in (lie affairs of 
se individuals," Rabinowitz wrote, 
low, 13 years latpr, a numberflf l£.

. week before the arrest.
" We talked about how we thought 

the time was right, the tody of scien­
tific evidence was right, everything 
seemed favorable, and we decided we 
would do ihe case," Wagstall recalled. _ 
"It was'jUst a matter of waiting for thfr 
right case.

"Then a week later Irwin had that 
opportunity."

At trial, WagsuII and Ravin raised 
a number ol constitutional arguments.

ators in Junemzare pushing a-Mli to The most Important Went like this: 
nmlnalizepol,saying lhat new ancfT The right taprivaeyBi broad enough to 
-eased med,cal evidence that mari­
na is harmful gives Ihe state a com­
ing reason lo resurrect the issue. 
i  weeks ago, the Senate voted 17-1 
nd 1Mon reconsideration—to 
<e possession punishable by up to 90 
s in jail. That bill Is now before the 
ilth. Education and Social Services 
-imiltee in the House.
"hose pushing the bill —Sen. Paul 
.her, R-Soldotna, and Rep. Terry 
rtl", P-Anchorage—say it’s an 
e olheaifh. Opponents say It’s an 
e ol privzcy. The real question Is 
■(her ihe Lvares are any dillerent 
than they were in 1975—or three 

rs earlier, when the Ravin case 
tn.
wo weeks before Chrisimas 1972, a 
ceollicer stopped attorney Irwin 
in on an Anchorage street for a 
led-out tail light. Ravin refused to 
Ihe licket, purposely provoking a

protect possession ol marijuana lor 
personal use. Given that right, the 
state has to show a compelling Interest 

.. in banning the drug. But compared IoslT
- lot ol other substances, such as alco-—  
hoi. marijuana is pretty innocuous, so 
there isn't enough of a threat to health 
or society to justify violating that fun­
damental privacy right.

   AfiarjtJJ»"The privacy ol alcoholics•JjWllW»db<t nor that ola Ibrqe. (j.
pack-a-day Lucky Strike srm*er£_ 
they told the court. - ’ - 

District Court Judge Dorothy Tyner 
didn't buy it. After six months of con­
flicting expert testimony, motions and 
cross motions, she ruled against every 
argument the two men had raised.

- The appeal wasa different story. A 
year and a half later—c.ie week after 
the legislature passed a bill to decrimi­
nalize marijuana—a unanimous state 
Supreme Court agreed with the pri­
vacy argument.

“Our territory and now state has 
traditionally been the home of people - V

who prize their Individuality," wrote 
Chiel Justice Jay Rabinowitz, "and 
who have chosen to settle or to con­
tinue living here in order to achieve a 
measure ol control over their own II- 

• fastyfc* which is now-virtually unat- 
' Laihabfe In many o( our sister slates."

Rabinowitz cautioned lhat the court 
was not condoning the use of mari- 
juara. And he said there is no funda­
mental right to possess or ingest mari- juata-.But in a long and technical dls- 

' oitildh'M tbe.'WplUNi evidence re- * 
gardlng any health risk or danger from 
the drug, lie concluded that there was 
no linn evidence lhal marijuana posed 
a general danger 'o the user or lo oth­
ers.

"It appears lhat (, euseof mari­
juana, as it Is present, v used in the 
United States today, d es not consti­
tute a public health pn olem of any sig­
nificant dimensions. I is, (or instance, 
(ar more Innocuous ir terms of physio­
logical and social daf age than alcohol 
cr tobacco," he said. *

As radical as the k) saol legalizing • 
pot smokinganywhen; —even at

borne—may have seemed to so; 
two fellow justices wrote concur 
opinions lhat wait even further.

“It is certain the right to prim 
does not vanish when one leaves 
home," wrote Justice Roger Cor

"It includes not only activitie 
sociated within the home and va 
associated with the home, but al 
right to be left alore and to do as 
ptoses an laog as the activity dc 

. infringe oo the rights of othan." 
L Justice Robert Boocbeyer,,.
; The decision made a big splay 
the time. One national newsanag 
called It the roost important priv 
decision in Alaska's history. Inp 
tice, it allows possetsicn at horn- 
to (our ounces or the equivalent. 
plants. In the yean nrtce, no oth 
stale has k-gaiized any amount o 
ijuana.

But many have decriminalize 
making possession ol small amo 
punishable only by fines. The Its: 
eludes California, Colorado, Mai 
Minnesota, Mississippi, Nebrask 

. . See Blfl, pa;
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New York, North Carolina, Ohio 
and Oregon, according lo the Na­
tional Organization for the Re­
form of Marijuana Laws, or 
NORML.

Times have changed, ol 
course, and those seeking lo re­
criminalize marijuana say the 
Iasi 13 years have made a lot of 
difference in the strength of 
street marijuana and in our 
knowledge of the medical risks 
associated with smoking.

"The rights to privacy are not 
absolute," said Sen. Fischer. 
"They can be made to yield."

Those involved in the Ravin 
c  , i  say nothing has changed.

"I wasn't at all supnsed we 
got a favorable ruling then." said 
Ravin, who now practices law in 
Homer and still 
smokes marijuana.
"That's what I ex­
pected. And I don't 
think anything is dif­
ferent now," he said.

"Neither the fac­
tual ,medical issues 
nor the privacy issues 
have changed," Wag- 
stall said. "The con­
stitution hasn't
changed, the law 
hasn't changed. The 
only thing that has 
changed are the per­
sonalities in the legis­
lature."

“We are afflicted 
with repressive, anti- 
intellectual. funda­
mentalist legislators 
— those behind this 
bill — who are trying 
tc distort the truth," 
he said.

Fischer based his 
findings for ihe bill on a House 
Research Agency report writren 
ai ihe request ol Rep. Terry 
Martin. Citing Ihe report, the bill 
link- manjeana use 10 schizo­
phrenia, binh defecis. lung can­
cer and alcohol overdoses.

Bui in a letter lhat accompa­
nies i e repon, a legislative ana­
lyst wrote lo Marlin, "as you re­
quested. I have not included any 
research which dispuies the find­
ings set out m (his bill."

There are plenty who dispute 
ihe bill's allegations.

“The findings in this bill are 
overstated and in some cases 
wrong." Senate Judiciary Chair­
man Jay Kerttula told the As. 
sociated Press.

Medical experts, (or example, 
say there's no real evidence ol 
any link to schizophrenia.

As lor birth delects, "there's 
no real hard evidence there 
either," said Matt Felix, Stale 
Coordinator ol the Office ol Alco­
hol and Drug Abuse. "Heavy, 
heavy use is associated with 
smaller birth weight, which can 
be ol concern," he said.

"There is a link to lung can­
cer. although ihe problem there 
is that a lot of users smoke to­
bacco too," Felix added, "and 
because marijuana Is Illicit, 
some ol the problem may lie with 
herbicides or pesticides raiher 
lhan the actual drug."

"And. again, with very heavy 
use, five lo 10 joints a day for 
years, there do appear to be links

to hormonal changes," he said, 
"but the doses are just ridicu­
lously high to see any symp­
toms."

As for other medical prob­
lems, "the rest are really 
sketchy," FeJlx said, adding that 
there is no relation wiaisoever 
to alcohol overdoses. He went on 
to warn that smoking is un­
healthy.

"There's never been a binh 
delect, overdose, or death from 
marijuana," Wagstall said.

"The findings in the senate bill 
are absolutely ridiculous," said 
Jon Gettman. National Director 
of NORML Gettman said lie also 
lakes exception lo Fischer's ar- 
gument that marijuana is 
stronger now, which gives more 
cause lor concern.

"We know medically the THC 
content ts stronger," Fischer

WHAT’S LEGAL
—Adults over 19 using marijuana at home —Growing marijuana (or personal use —Keeping less than lour ounces on hand at home (or personal use

WHAT’S NOT
—Having or using mari|uans II you are under 19 years old —Keeping marijuana in the car —Smoking marijuana In public —Walking down tha street with marijuana in a pocket—Passing a marijuana cigarette to some­one else—Giving any amount ol marijuana lo some­one else —Selling marijuana—Keeping marijuana al home with intont to sell it—Keeping more than lour ounces ol mari­juana at home even II it’s lor your own use

court battle.
“The legislature is altemptlng 

to pass a patently unconstitu­
tional law. They are certainly 
acting with tin arrogance lhat Ihe 
constitution is just a piece ol 
paper that doesn't mean any­
thing," he said.

"there are many people 
who'll fight (or our right to pri­
vacy. 1 know I will," he said.

For his part, Ravin wasn't 
eager lo talk about the bill, say­
ing “I Just don't want to push 
them into doing anything dumber 
than what they've already dons."

He says he doesn't think the 
bill will go anywhere.

"I don't think it'll get through 
the House," he said, "it hasn't 
the last couple c.‘ times."

Fischer argues that tliere Is 
strong public support to recrimi­
nalize marijuana, and lie thinks 

the House will act.
"This seems to be 

.a groundswel! from 
tbe man on the 

istreets,” he said. 
/The general (oiks 
out there are coming 
forth, and what's in­
teresting is that all 
the solicitations are in 
support of passing the 
bill."

said. THC stands (or deIta-9-te- 
trahydrocannabinol; It’s the ac-. 
live ingredient in marijuana.

Growers have indeed devel­
oped strains with a higher THC 
conienl, experts say. But there’s 
also evidence lhat ll makes little 
difference, the bill’s opponents 
argue.

"Strong, exotic marijuana has 
been in existence for thousands 
of years," said Wagstall. "It’s 
the same THC."

,\nd as the Ravin decision 
points out, he said, marijuana 
use is sell-limiting. The user 
“self-tltratcs," or controls the
amount taken tn-d'J, , jV_L m C

"People compensate lor po­
tency by taking In smaller 
amounts," said Gettman.

"1 suspect that by getting 
these findings in Ihe legislative 
record they thlnx the court will 
take them as a given,” he said.

“If the legislature passes a bill 
based on inaccurale medical in­
formation, NORML will most 
certainly take them to court over 
it, and It will wind up In the So 
preme Court in Alaska," Gett­
man said.

That would be fine with 
Fischer.

"We expect it to go to court," 
he said, "but we expect the court 
will reject the Overall decision 
they made in 1973” — because 
even (hough Rabinowitz is Hill a 
member of lhat court, he's the 
only justice left from 1973.

Wagstaff says he's ready for a

But legislative 
aides paint a different 
picture.,

Senate Rules Com­
mittee staffer Usa 
Mann said there have 
been dozens ol public 
opinion messages re­
ceived about the bill, 
but "ri vas split right 
down ihe middle who 
was in favor or op­
posed.”

“The majority that have come 
in to our office have been against 
the bill," said a staffer for Rep. 
Nlilo Koponen, D-Fairbanks, 
whose H;:je committee now has 
the bill.

Several senators who voted 
for the bill have admitted to 
doubts aboii. a constitutionality. 
But they v? said lhat allowing 
marijuana lo be legal sends a 
mixed message to children and 
leens that although targe 
amounts are illegal, it's OK to 
smoke.

“Ironically, they're saying 
they want to give a message to 

/(he youth," said Wagstaff.
'"But the only prolection of­

fered by Ravin Is for private, 
personal possession and use by 
adults, so to say that any altera­
tion of (he law is just for ju­
veniles is a fallacy and untrue.

But Fischer said, “the mes­
sage we're sending Is that il's OK 
tosmoke; and that's wrong."

The debate over the Ravin 
case belies a prediction made in 
197S by then-State Attorney Gen­
eral Avrum Gross:
• "I think that lor the first few 
weeks, people will read only 'le­
galized,' and be very upset, and 
see only that. As the years pass 
and people look back, they will 
see less about marijuana and 
more about individual rights to 
privacy. The people who are the 
most upset about this opinion 
now will feel very good in future 
days about Its principles of law."
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diminish the early comers. Wins 
in Iowa and New I'ampsiiri 
have helped propel Richard Ge­
phardt and Michael Dukakis in 
polls of the South.

And so t» - ro stn ÎeDemoc rat

program on his own religious 
cnblo network, has drawn a line 
m the din of South Carolina. He 
needs lo win somewhere, and he 
: ays that's where it will be.

South Carolina isn't a Super 
Tuesday sure; its GOP caucuses 
are three oays earlier. Bur it is 
being watched.

"He's going to have enough 
vnles to play somth : y's fiddle." 
said Williams, the Grand Ridge, 
Fla., farmer who backs Jackson. 
"They'll trade for votes Just like 
we trade pigs and cows."

Dukakis has run well in some 
Southern polls and has a good or­
ganization in many states. As

He has shown strength among 
blue-collar voters, and so far has 
concentrated his effort in the 
economically hard-hit energy- 
producing states of the South, 
where his call lor an otl tmport 
fee is a further boost. A Texas 
poll had him leading lhat huge 
delegate state but falling back

ZM.arauintfnMl and eovemor of. Mamcbnietu. be. _niusr Dukakis woo.New Homer_

With so broad a field and so 
many contests, how will we know 
who wins Super Tuesday?

Florida and Texas are the tug 
prizes, and if a candidate carries 
both ol those, it will be hard for 
anyone else to argue they won 
Super Tuesday, although some 
no doubt will.

As the pomtniuon race moves
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Laws gove rn ing  m a r i ju an a  use 
tou gh e r than  m any  m ay frea lize
By Patti Harper
Times Wrfctr

The Alaska. Senate recently 
passed on to the House a bill that 
would make possession of mari­
juana a crime punishable by up 
to 90 days in Jail and a $1,000 fine.

It’s called a bill to recriminal­
ize marijuana. And it would 
make illegal something now legal 
in the state— possession of small 
amounts for personal use.

But, perhaps the current law 
is not as lax as some people 
think. * " ' , ■

Behind closed doors: Marijuana and privacy
. .: —  Dimension H-1

Sure, you can smoke mari- 
1 juana in your own home in 

Alaska without being labeled a 
criminal, If you’re an adult. .. , 

You can even grow it at home 
. for your own use, and keep 4 
ounces on hand, t 

But, that's a boo all you can 
do legally with marijuana in the 
only state where marijuana use

is not entirely illegal.
Eighty-five people were ar­

rested for marijuana-only crimes 
statewide in the year ending 
June 30, 19tJ7, according to Sgt.; 
Carl Swanson, head of the Stater 
wide Narcotics Unit for the 
Alaska State Troopers. There 
were 21 other arrests Involving

See Marijuana, page A-4



M a r i j u a n a : U r i d e r  s t a t e l a w ^ y o u  c a n ' f c e v
  ’  . r - * - /  i rSi j :__V , ->v e n  g i v e  i t  a w a y

"TC o n t t a u ^ r o ^ t
marijuana and another drug, an Sa f 'Y'
165 cocalm-only acw u  during. • "  UmJ j r
that time. m - . iH - /  u -v ^ • ^ t e r p a r  

Anchor*a* pollca, brought
tout o l J3f charfM4galnat.an .fy, 
unknown number of people In p 
1987. The annual number o l 
charges has bovired between 200 i 
and 300 through moat of, the, 
1660a. , . rans * , * ■ \

Charges against Juvenile*, at >.i 
64 In 1687, have dropped, white 
charge* against idulta, at 170 ioi 
1967, are more lhan double the fl-<fc.' 
gures lo r 1664 and nix tlmaa the/y. 
27 arrest charges brought by An- -r, 
chorage police In 1680.

In  contrast, 1,322 charges of 
driving while Intoxicated were , 
filed by police during 10S7u r ' 

Moat actual a r rw ti o f adults ■„ 
around the aUte on marijuana 
charge* are fo r selling o r Intend- „ 
ing to sell (he chug, according (o 
law enforcement officiate.

"We are not out looking to 
bring charge* against users," r
*  a W J W i

V. e*rt • J’ *‘ in *  J1 i f •*'/*& \'t* / • • V’*‘ .» j
..Msrjjuan^.se izuresleit

*• ,| mjj* ^

4 ;,ouncesWV' ■* f
proaecuiinj
than state amhorillea a r t . t 

In y w i r p ^  B u ts ta te o ff lc k lid ow od fK fth  tlwecwrtnow
c a a e ^ V w  »ome.“ - V  Attorney William

•■Vff'xtffy 
poateaaiofi forTimWilm

' I f  A laika State Trooper* are 
home with a search warrant and spot rav-

• era!
cate    _  ___
charge o f the S latiw lde Narcotics yn it Of "V  focus for both tediiiere , not tteer*. 
the Alaska State Trooper*. . -occasionally the recdlpt o r  po
, .They, will confiscate l l even though 

keeping up to 4 ounces of marijuana 'at 
home te legal In this state. ■* .

• -  "We're going to seize that marijuana 
under federal law at the direction o f fed­
eral authorities," Swanson said.

That's because possessing any amount 
of marijuana I* Illegal under federal law.

"W e Can’t ignore federal law,”  SWanson 
teld. ' - ■ i

It's unlikely the person would be 
charged. Michael Spaan, U.S. attorney for 
Alaska, said he’s no more Interested In

year Jttet on* marijuana case was 
prosecuted in federal court. There la one

I ."UBryson, who has rep­
ounce* o f marijuana, they w ill confte-*"J;  times, though rarely, they a r t  prosecuted TyMtNnted many defendanu charged with 
It, said Sgt. Carl Swanson, whot* In', "  In federal ra th e r.lU n  s ta te  c ou ru^T hh -, dreg pffenses, said lie's seen tew enforce-
 ........• «  fo r both la dagJere, not Utter*. ,~K, . i i  ment-offlcere play the au te and federal

rk./.xinnoit./ttu. tews to their best advanuge.
nf ^  - “ Where there's a significant growing op-
woSld I ? S A S T f a S  raid T  “ - , l o n ,h e h o n * ' ! h a v e « « ln * 
been a case where he tried to prosecute ^ c a n  p r o ^ f e  lt S S i £
someone fo r possession o f small amounts., 
at home, the only thing rea lly protected b y \  
Alaska law. •» '

"About three years ago, we had u whole 
bunch o f cases where people were having 
marijuana mailed to them from  Hawaii,”  
Spaan said. The amounts ranged between 1 
and 10 ounces, he said. Those seven to ten 
cases were prosecuted In federal court.

Swanson
"Probably ’ fo f V to^telt two 

years our efforts . . .  have been 
directed at the street.

marijuana citations last year, 
whlcn are Included Ln the total o f 
236 charges.

"You can’ t smoke In the ha ll­
way of an apartment complex,"

primarily directed at the street-'-' because that's considered a pub -'1' <50,000 fine, 
level distributor In Anchorage,".’ ft tic place, Anchorage District A t-' / '  Being In the your own home 
Anchorage Police Chief Ron Otle ‘^ tom ey Dwayne McConnell said! doesn't necessarily mean you're 
said. • "  But, no one seems sure whetbc; not breaking the law despite p r l

But selling marijuana Isn't the It’s legal to light up In your front' 
yard. ' . ■

"That’s really an unanswered 
question," McConnell said. But 
he said It probably was legal 
under Ihe wording in the sta­
tute*..

older lhan that person. The penalties in Alaska fo r ac- In Virginia, one of the state*
, Selling even a huge single tlons considered crimes are not ' ; that has not decriminalized marl-

amount o f marijuana to an adult ( ;as severe as they a re In many '. Juana, pqssesslon o f up to 5
carries a lower potential penalty ' states, according to Je ff Ed- pounds for a first offender Is pun-
o f five years In prison and a wards, Assistant D irector of Ishable by only zero to 30 days In

only crime on the books.
Marijuana has its own place In 

the criminal statutes at the bot­
tom of six schedules of drugs 
classified according to decreas­
ing degrees of dangerousneu

■ wltWhwHdiSririi .    ,

cording• 't*.s what*» Wriftek?. " i f f  jH flfr r t tW gte ftft 
those statu iesV ;. r ’  because I llkd ‘ you ,' that’L 

You can’t ktnaka It on a city ''crim e," said McConrtell, who' 
street o r have It In your racket In also said for the record that he 
a public place. - ■

vacy protections.
F o r Instance, the prohibition 

on giving marijuana away covers 
passing a Joint to a friend In your 
living room. That's a violation, 
potentially punishable by citation 

..and fit

doed not use marijuana. "No
Driving with It and smoking tt y  money has to change hands at

. . . .  —on a city street both ca rry  the po-1 
tentlal penalty the recrim lnallza- 
tion bill would extend to simple 
possession.

Carrying less than an ounce of 
marijuana In a public place is not 
thought o f as a crime because It 
can't land you in Jail. But, It is 
still technically a violation o l the 
law, punishable by citation and a 
fine o f up to <100.

Anchorage police Issued 46

a ll.”
The potential penalties fo r 

giving marijuana to someone 
range from  a e lution to 10 years 
in prison depending on whom you 
give marijuana fo and the 
amount involved.

The 10-year term is the tough­
est under Alaska law. It ’s re­
served fo r the crime of giving 
marijuana to someone under 16 If 
you are three o r more years

r i >reU-
M^TtaJJy, recording tp McCorihell. 
k ' " T h a t ' s  because' putting mari­

juana In a brownie mix could put 
you over the 4-ounce legal weight 
limit fo r possession at home, 
which is actually fo r marijuana 
o r any "preparations, com­
pounds, mixtures, o r sub­
stances," containing marijuana.

Having more than the legal 
weight limit but less than a half- 
pound Is a misdemeanor punisha­
ble by again 90 days in Jail and a ' 
<1,000 fine.

Still, " I ’d hate to have a cop 
bring that over to me," 
McConnell said of the hypotheti­
cal magic brownie.

NORML, the National Organiza­
tion fo r the Reform  of Marijuana 
Laws.

But, "Nevada is the only state 
where possession o f any ar.ount 
Is still considered a felony 
ct'.me," he said. That's also the 
only slate In which prostitution 
six} gambling are both legal.

"Overall. Alaska has the most 
lenient position.on thp. , 
use and cultivation "of ma rijuanafj

law enforcement In the s ta te . 
Isn't Interested In aggressive a r­
rest o r prosecution o f users, *o 
It's unlikely that people would be 
arrested for some of what's laid . 
down In law, according to 
McConnell, Swanson and Otle.

The resources of law enforce­
ment agencies used to catch 
marijuana crimes a re  targeted 
at suspected drug dealers.

One example Is the plan of 
state troopers to Increase e ffo rts 
to eradicate major marijuana- 
growing operations, which they 
say have been springing up In re­
cent years. The federal govern­
ment helps fund lhat program.

Troopers seized 3,204 mari­
juana plants between July 1, 
1986. and June 30, 1687, from 18 
growing operations. Swanson 
said.

Swanson and other law en­
forcement officials are support­
ing the e ffort to recriminalize 
marijuana, even though they 
don't Intend to shift the focus of 
enforcement to catching users. A 
number of organizations repre­
senting them actually a re  urging 
lhat citations and fines be the 
penalty for possession rather 

, .. j . -  . than the ja il time now part of the
8 ,accort^n8 t° bill being considered by the legis-NORML, whose Information Is |a ture.

based on a 1985 survey of state Swanson said he thinks the de­
laws it conducted. bate over whether marijuana Is

Possessing more than a pound rea||y dangerous to adults o r not
of marijuana in Alaska Is punish- probab|y wi)| continue index­
able by up to five years In prison. nitely.

But, five years is also the " it  becomes something lhat I
maximum punishment in Alaska don’t know if we'll ever solve,"fo r possession for sale o f any sin- |le ̂ l(j
frtej/SPy11.1 „ i .  - iii. But, Swanson is convinced' IfriVfaglpte, l/.lftieqtyi r a i lp n ,n. from  his work that use o f marl- *

out the problems state law can bring for 
them." he raid.

Bryson said he question* whellier troop­
ers rea lly  have the right to confiscate mar- 

:. |Juana as Swanaon has said they do.
"There's a real question In my mind 

about whether state agents acting free o f 
any federal Involvament can enforce fed­
eral law ," he sakL .

, JTihe country"!sakl Edwartbi’. T i j e p u t n w a y u b j M n n ' b d e s t r o c i l v e . '• whose organization Is trying to fOTOetw^ fire  e ra  "We run headlong into an...................................... Edv<*rds said there la no easy rv/awhd lihave marijuana decriminalized 
nationwide. . " ,

Ten states and the Trust Ter­
ritory of Micronesia have "de­
criminalized," the drug, meaning 
there Is no ja il threat for per­
sonal use o r private possession of 
small amounts, Edwards said. 
Other states have laws that In e f­
fect are as lenient, at least fo r 
first-time offenders, he said.

Oregon, one o f the states that 
formally has decriminalized 
marijuana use, allows for up lo  a 
<100 fine for possession of up to 
an ounce. Ohio has decriminal­
ized up to3>^ ounces.

. comparison between the actual 
. severity o f the punishments for 
marijuana crimes In various 
states. “ There Is such a wide va­
riety o f statutes regarding m ari­
juana," he said.

Also, judges use a great deal 
o f discretion In handing down 
sentences. What’s co the books 
may not have much relationship 
to the actual penalties handed 
out, Edwards said. And there are 
no ready sentence statistics here 
o r elsewhere to draw on fo r com­
parisons.

In Alaska, the reality Is that

lot of young people —  this 
Is a tremendously debilitating 
substance fo r them ," Otte 
agreed.

"D rug abuse among our jun­
ior high and high school kids is 
2>  ̂times the national average," 
he said. " I t ’s a frightening statis­
tic."

Marijuana Is the main drug 
used by young people here, he 
said.

"The thing which has always 
bothered me a great deal Is the 
hypocrisy which has always sur­
rounded marijuana in this state," 
hesaid. " I t ’s embarrassing."



A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  u n l i k e l y  
< o  b a n  m a r i j u a n a  u s e  i n  h o m e
<v HAL SPENCER

C3«v News reoorter
Despite renewed national attention on drug 

abuse, the 1987 Alaska Legislature likely will 
hist say no to prr sals to ban possession and 
:.:e of marijuana in the home.

Lackers of a ban, mostly conservative 
:epublicans. are counting on support from the 

C-OP-controlled Senate, but face an uphill 
fight in the Democratic-run House. And House 
•ioeaker Ben Grussendorf, D-Sitka, last week 
ssid nothing to discourage that view.

lie observed that the state Supreme Court 
has spoken on the issue, ruling 12 years ago 
.hat a law barring adult Alaskans from 
possessing and smoking the weed in their 
homes violated their constitutional right to 
privacy.

In the case of marijuana use, "I’m not sure 
we should be telling Alaskans what they can 
do in their own homes,” Grussendorf added.

Possession and use of (narijuana in theI
See Back Page, MARIJUANA

Ca-y News Me pnoto/Fran,
Rep. Ben G russendorf
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M A R I J U A N A :  C h a n g e  i n  A l a s k a  l a w  u n l i k e l y
| Continued liom Paga A-l |
home berame legal after a 1975 Supreme Court case. Ir­win Ravin, now a Homer law­yer, argued successfully that his constitutional right to pri­vacy outweighed the state's right to enforce a law barring home-possession or use of what was seen by the court as a relatively harmless drug.The ruling, however, did not say how much marijuana an adult could possess In the home. In I982, the legislature answered Ihe question wllh passage of a misdemeanor law limiting the amount to four ounces. State low also bans buying or selling any quantity of the drug, posses­sion or use outside the home, or any use or possession by Juveniles.Proponents of a new misde­
meanor law banning posses­sion or use at home feel It Is needed "fundamentally be­cause tbe state of Alaska Is telling people that It Is OK to smoke marijuana," said Rep. Terry Marlin, R-Anchorage. "That needs to be changed."The Alaska Association of Chiefs of Police, which recent­ly said (criminalization of marijuana is one of its top priorities, also criticizes what it says Is the absurdity of the present law."It's Illegal to buy or sell It, to carry It Into your home. But then the law says it's OK once you get It home. If you can get It home without being caught, you're safe." said Deputy Chief Del Smith of the Anchorage Police Depart­ment.Martin and other propo­nents believe that public pres­sure, Including new anti-drug sentiment nationally and res­olutions from high school stu­dents and local governments In Alaska, will help push through a measure that can be tested in the courtsAnd they feel that such a law might survive constitu­tional challenge because, they assert, more Is known now ubout the harmful rffeet-. nf marijuana

Tlu-y note lli-i' the So

DzZy lb prxxsf lift Dune,
Rep. Frllr Pettyjohn
whether the right to privacy should prevail in the case of 
cocaine possession in the home, and determ, ed It should not.House Minority Leader Fritz Pettyjohn, R-Anchor8ge, pointed to the 1978 Supreme 
Court cose. State of Alaska v. Erickson, as an indication that the case for banning mar­ijuana in the home could be re-opened."Defendants contend that 
the reasoning" with respect to marijuana "also applies to the non-commercial use and possession of cocaine, and ad­ditionally argue that the con­stitutional right' to privacy guarantees some reasonable access to the drug for person­al and social use," the court noted in the Erickson case.But, the court said, "We think this right must yield when It Interferes In a serious manner with the health, safe­ty. rights and privileges of others or with the public wel­fare. No one has an absolute right to do things in the pri­vacy of his own home which will affect himself or others adversely. . . .  It seems clear that cocaine is substantially more of a threat to health and welfare" lhan marijuana, the rourl s a idThat tuny be, Pettyjohn 
M ild , hut ht and utln-r turner-

OHf Hm  Os pnotot I* MSRep. Tr*ry Martin 
more physically and mentally 
harmful than It once was, and also is Increasingly seen as a gateway to harder drugs.Martin has introduced a measure to recriminalize home use of marijuana that contains sections asserting 
that the drug is genuinely "detrimental to the health, welfare and safely of Alas­kans." An Identical bill was Introduced in the Senate by Paul Fischer, R-Soldntna."You didn't have this In the old law, which was the reason the Supreme Court was able to say rights to privacy outweighed the state's right to control mari­juana possession," Martin said.The bills assert that THC, "the mind altering substance ln marijuana," builds up in the body's fatty tissues and takes weeks to eliminate. The THC, the bills contend, causes moodiness, depression, Insom­nia, appetite loss, lack of Ini­tiative, schizophrenia, Illu ­sions, hallucinations and lung cancer. "One marijuana ciga­rette n day may cause lung cancer In three years." Ihe measures assert, and "The THC cnnli-nt of a marijuana cigarette III year , ago was I pm ■ ill. bill ll-. bigli as 10 peru-nt pi-i rigari-"!- lm l.iv ,"

M a r i m  r..ilil H it-  i i s s e r f l c i i , s  
prame Coup cugyiUr«d turns-p j/ jLu x *  ^£^tjd..^^J)U^ua-lWTyiiyJvTfl0tJjoj^rJzufu J..4»use *

les.But Malt Feltx, who heads the state Office of Alcoholism and Drug Abuse ln Juneau, 
said evidence of harmful ef­fects hasn't changed much since the itavln decision. “ There has been a lot of new research, but not new evi­dence. TTie evidence is lhat. marijuana affects perception, long-term memory, and to a lesser d»gree, motor skills," he sold.

Avrum Gross, a Juneau lawyer who was the attorney general when the high court ruled In Ihe Ravin case, said Martin Is engaging in wishful thinking. “ The court consid­ered marijuana's harmful ef­fects when it ruled on the Issue last lime, ond Ihe harm­ful effects haven't changed."
"What the court said was not that marijuana Is good but that Invasion of privacy 

It bady Gross said.
"So some legislators want lo ban marijuana. So what else Is new?" said Ravin, who was reached ol his law office 

In Horr.tr. There is nothing, he said, that would compel the Supreme Court to change Its ruling. "The situation hasn't changed," he said.
Martin said he hoped pub­lic pressure might sway law­makers to pass a new law. He pointed to a national anli- drug campaign lha l began last year from the While House, and noted that the Anchorage Assembly and the Alaska Association of School Governments, representing 60 slat high schools, arc among groups lhat have urged pas­sage of a law banning use and possession of marijuana at home.
One aspect of Martin's pro­posal that could stir serious opposition Is lls cost at a time of vastly lower stale revenue. The Alaska Department of La v estimates that It would cost ubout (237,000 to defend and enforce the law the first year Bui Martin snlil m-w fcticiul funding to nunb.it drug abuse would lu-i-ntnr iivuilublc |o defray the ex-

T h e  f ig h t  a g a in s t  d r u g s
Sulyjevon percent ol Ame'»can» no* livct cnmmjt penalllM lor possession ol illegal drugs, compared to 41 percent in 1977. bccordmg to a ireeni Gallup Poll forty three percent of those polled believed abuse ot crack and other lorms of cocaine to be Ihe most serious drug problem in Ihe U S . while 34 percent thought that alcohol abuse was the most serious prutxem More than 40 percent tell leaching young people about Ihe dangers ot drugs should be Ihe government s highest priority m Ihe fight ega>nsl drug «buse
CRIMINAL PENALTIES FOR POSSESSIONIn pttcenl responding to the Question0# jm Iktak Um peswiilM el wul innnti el ■arljuam slewM h  titttod at e
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nents who consider Ihe cost Issue a red herring. "In other states where marijuana is ille­gal, unrests are Incidental to olher invesligations. In other words, police don't make wholesale unesls for posses­sion of small amounts of mar­ijuana. That would br- the slluatlon lii'ii*. Inn "
William II Ni». iii-liiif* com- 

ndssioio-i f t  tin- stall- IVpar- 
mi-nt nl Public Snfi-l>. Mig-
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"Recriminalizlng marijua na would not. as some fear, result In wholesale arrest of individuals possessing small amounts of marijuana. 1 tie present drug enforcement phi­losophy of source interdiction recognizes Hie far greater cost-rffreljvrm-ss of striking again--! high b-ei-l ifistrifm luis. .mil s.iiJlt. Ilii-re is no l/ick of lllgli feiel ilrux ih'ol ers In Ahtskn to occupy the



Individuals can decide on pot
i am responding to a letter tha t appeared 

Aug. 30 in which Sandy Spargo gave a 
detailed analysis of the chemical content of 
marijuana and then insinuated' that Rep. 
Johnny Ellis was not a good Alaskan for not 
im m ediately approving House Bill 55 
(re-criminalization of marijuana). . -

I'm not sure why Ms. Spargo lives in 
Alaska, but one of the reasons T live here is 
that the people tend to be a little more 
capable and independent. We all know of 
scores of dangerous things that can hurt 
humans if used improperly.

The consideration that I hope the committee 
is giving this bill Is not whether marijuana is 
harmful, but whether rational human beings 
need their government to think for them. I 
think the meaning of government is laws by 
need. People don’t need their every action 
regulated by legislation — those that partake 
of marijuana do so by choice! I hardly imagine 
we’d get a law against drinking gasoline if 
people started doing that.

Her second action was worse. By stooping 
to the scare tactics applied against legislators 
in the rest of the nation, Ms. Spargo would 
have her interests served by attempting to 
intimidate our lawmakers. I for one hope cool 
heads prevail and would hope the legislators 
remember th a t they work for rational, 
th inking  people who can take care of 
themselves without a law allowing them to do 
so. . *

•' — Robert Curtis Johnson



A l a s k a  ^ t a t c  l e g i s l a t u r e
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COMMITTEE ON HEALTH. EDUCATION 
AND SOCIAL SERV ICES

°OUCH V JUNEAU. AK 99811 465 -3759

M a y  3, 1988

A n c h o r a g e  Times 
P.O. B ox 40 
A nchorage, A K  99510

D e a r  Editor,

On b e h a l f  of t he H o u s e  Health, E d u c a t i o n  and Social 
Ser vi ce s (HESS) Committee, I w o u l d  like to r e s p o n d  to the 
l et te r y o u  p r i n t e d  on April 28th by Linda Ad a ms  of Ketchikan, 
r e g a r d i n g  t he h a n d l i n g  of t he h e a r i n g  on SB 32, t he bil l w h i c h  
w o u l d  r e c r i m i n a l i z e  the use of m a r i j u a n a  b y  adult s in the 
home. As the P r o fe ss io n al  A s s i s t a n t  to the HESS Committee, I 
w a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  for ar ra ng in g the t e s t i m o n y  on th is  bill.

F r o m  the outuet, k n o w i n g  tha t this w as a p o l i t i c a l l y  
c h a r g e d  issue w i t h  s ig ni f ic an t p u bl ic  attention, the Co mm i tt ee  
w a s  v e r y  care fu l  to arrange a comprehensive, fair and 
o b j e c t i v e  hearing. We sought m e di ca l p r o f e s s i o n a l s  w i t h  t he 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  c r ed en ti a ls  to t e s t i f y  on the s ta te m e n t s  of fact 
in SB 3? ab ou t the h e a l t h  effects of marijuana. S u p p o r t e r s  of 
t h e  bill w e r e  w e l c o m e d  to invite their b e s t  m e d i c a l  experts.

L i nd a Adams' lette r leaves the im pr es si on  t h a t  experts 
w h o  s u p po rt  r e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  we r e not a l l o w e d  to testify.
This is n ot true. Of the eight p eo p le  w h o  a c t u a l l y  t es t if ie d 
th at  morning, four w e r e  at the requ es t of bill support er s  
including: M i c h a e l  Spaan, U.S. District Attorney; Dr. E dw a rd  
J a c o b s  of California; Dr. Je an  Bonar of Anchorage; and Dr. 
B e r n a r d  Segal of the U n i v e r s i t y  of Alaska. Unfortunately, we 
w e r e  not abl e to h e a r  from Dr. R ob er t  G i l k e s o n  and Dr. Forrest 
Tennant. I will exp la in  the reason.

A f t e r  letters of invitation w e r e  sent b y  the C om mi t t e e  
C o - C h a i r s  to several experts, I be g an  a r r a n g in g for the 
t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  w i t h  follow-up phone calls at least ten days 
b e f o r e  the hearing. Suc h lead time is o ften n e c e s s a r y  to 
e n s ur e th at  le g is l a t i v e  h earings go smoothly. I c a ll ed  Dr. 
G i l k e s o n  at least one w e e k  in advance an d ag a in  one or two



d ay s  b e f o r e  t h e  h e a r i n g .  I  t a l k e d  t o  him p e r s o n a l l y  and 
n e i t h e r  t im e  c o u l d  he make a commitment b e c au se  h i s  t r a v e l  
p l a n s  t o  A t l a n t a  were n o t  f i r m .  S i n c e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  h i s  
t e s t im o n y  r em a in ed  u n c e r t a i n ,  we k e p t  h im on t h e  l i s t ,  b u t  
t ow a rd s  t h e  b o t t om .  V.’ e f o u n d  o u t  t h a t  m o rn in g  t h a t  D r .  
G i l k e s o n  was on l i n e ,  b u t  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  t im e  r a n  o u t  b e f o r e  we 
r e a c h e d  h i s  p l a c e  on t h e  l i s t .

We c o n t a c t e d  D r .  Tenn&nt once  by l e t t e r  and t h r e e  t im e s  
by phone .  I  was n o t  a b l e  t o  sp e a k  t o  him p e r s o n a l l y ,  and h i s  
s t a f f  n e v e r  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  h'i w ou ld  be a v a i l a b l e .  Thus ,  we 
t o o k  h i s  name o f f  t h e  l i s t  and r e p l a c e d  him w i t h  D r .  J a c o b s  a t  
t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  SB 3 2 .  We l e a r n e d  d u r i n g  t h e  
h e a r i n g  t h a t  D r .  T ennan t  wanted  t o  t e s t i f y .  C o - C h a i r  J o hnn y  
E l l i s  a s k e d  him t o  b e g in  h i s  t e s t im o n y  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  t im e s  
and t h e r e  was no r e s p o n s e  each t im e .  A f t e r  t h e  h e a r i n g  we 
l e a r n e d  t h a t  he had d i a l e d  t h e  w rong number t o  a c c e s s  t h e  
t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  n e tw o r k .

L in d a  Adams made t h e  l i b e l o u s  i n f e r e n c e  i n  h e r  l e t t e r  
t h a t  we we re  b e i n g  "duped  by  t h e  d ru g  c u l t u r e "  i n  r e g a r d  t o  
t h e  e x p e r t s  who r a i s e d  s e r i o u s  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  m e d i c a l  
f i n d i n g s .  D r s .  Norman Z i n b e r g ,  L e s t e r  G r i n s p o o n  and Tod 
M i k u r i y a  h a v e  s e r v e d  i n  an a d v i s o r y  r o l e  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
O r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  t h e  R e f o rm  o f  M a r i j u a n a  Laws (NORML), a s  w e l l  
a s  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  b e c au se  o f  t h e i r  e x p e r t i s e  on t h e  
h e a l t h  e f f e c t s  o f  m a r i j u a n a .  D r .  Z i n b e r g  i s  a C l i n i c a l  
P r o f e s s o r  o f  P s y c h i a t r y  a t  t h e  H a r v a r d  M ed ic a l  S c h o o l  and 
r e c e n t l y  s e r v e d  on t h e  f e d e r a l  D epa r tm en t  o f  H e a l t h  and Human 
S e r v i c e s '  N a t i o n a l  A d v i s o r y  C o u n c i l  on Drug Abuse .  He has  
r e c e i v e d  many s c h o l a r l y  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  awards  and has  
w r i t t e n  e x t e n s i v e l y  on d ru g s  and d r u g  a b u s e .  D r .  G r i n s p o o n  i s  
t h e  E d i t o r  o f  t h e  "H a r v a r d  M en ta l  H e a l t h  L e t t e r " , t h e  D i r e c t o r  
o f  P s y c h i a t r y  a t  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  M en t a l  H e a l t h  C e n t e r ,  and 
a u t h o r  o f  M a r ih u ana  R e c o n s i d e r e d . D r .  M i k u r i y a  i s  an MD i n  
p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  and h a s  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  t h e  
h i s t o r y  o f  m a r i j u a n a  r e s e a r c h  and a b o u t  t h e  p o t e n c y  o f  
m a r i j u a n a .

D r .  J o hn  Morgan and D r .  A r t h u r  McBay, who were  a l s o  
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  "NORML D o c t o r s " ,  have  had no a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  
t h a t  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  D r .  Morgan i s  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  
P h a rm ac o l o g y  a t  t h e  C i t y  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  New Y o r k  M ed ic a l  
S c h o o l .  D r .  McBay i s  t h e  C h i e f  T o x i c o l o g i s t  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  and a P r o f e s s o r  o f  P a t h o l o g y  and Pha rmacy a t  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  S c h o o l s  o f  M ed ic in e  and 
Pha rmacy ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  D r .  McBay was a l s o  on l i n o  t h a t  
m o rn in g ,  b u t  was u n a b l e  t o  t e s t i f y  b e c au se  t im e  r a n  o u t .

D r s .  G i l k e s o n ,  T ennan t  and McBay have  each  been  s e n t  
a p o l o g i e s  and have  been i n v i t e d  b ac k  t o  t e s t i f y  v i a  
t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  on Wednesday May 4 t h .



It w as m y  r es po n s i b i l i t y  to arrange the t e s t i m o n y  that 
day a nd I real iz e now that the list w as too long for the 1-1/2 
h o u r  meeting. But to suggest that the m e e t i n g  was stac ke d 
w i t h  "drug culture" doctors c o n st it ut e s the kin d  of 
m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of fact and lack of c r e d i b i l i t y  that has 
b u r d e n e d  this legis la ti o n all along. Linda Adams did not 
l is te n to the t el ec o n f e r e n c e  that d ay and she has not 
a c c u r a t e l y  rep or te d  wh at  happened. I en co u ra ge  anyone who 
q ue st io ns  this fact to read the official t r an sc ri pt s  of the 
hearing.

S in cerely

Jim Nordlund, 
Professional A s s i s t a n t  
H o us e HESS C om mittee
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D i s g r a c e f u l

EDITOR. Daily News:
I am using this avenue of 

communication to let the public 
know of the very inappropriate 
handling of a recent legislative 
teleconference. On April H. the 
House Health Education and Social 
Services Committee |HESS] held 
hearings on SB32 which would 
recriminalize marijuana in the State 
of Alaska (once again make mar' 
juana illegal).

The House HES§^Gctmwttoc^ is 
co-cholred by RejfTNIIln Koponen 
Fairbanks end Rep lobmry El [is—of' 
Anchorage. The Hoy« HESS aide for 
these two co-chairs ,is Jim Nordland 
These are the individuals responsiWr 
for setting up the testimony imm-tne 
professionals on the morning of (he 
14th. Two professional names were 
given to tnesr. individuals to be 
Included in the hearings. They were 
Dr. Forest Tenr.snt M.D., drug 
adviser for the National FootballL^Rgoe n* wall at many cthar (itlac, 

E/r. J\oCer; OUKcsun, a 
psychiatrist who has conducted 
studies to determine the toxicity of 
marijuana and its effects on the 
brain.

Ln addition the committee leader­
ship also contacted five individuals 
who are associated with NORML 
(the National Organization for the 
Reform of Marijuana Laws). This

?-oup's goal is to legalize marijuana 
hose contacted from NORML were 

Norman Zinberg, Lester Grinspoon, 
Todd Mikuriga. John Morgan, and 
Arther McBay.

At the time these marijuana 
hearings were happening in Alaska, I 
was attending an international con­
ference on youth and drugs in 
Atlanta. Ga., sponsored by PRIDE 
(National Parents Resource Institute 
for Drug Education). Two of the 
speakers who were scheduled for the 
15th were Dr. Robert Gilkeson and 
Dr Forest Tennant.

When it was Dr. C/ilkeaon's time 
to speak in Atlanta, he arrived on 
the stage breathteu, with suitcase in 
hand and very, very angry. He was1m4«* mK lltw vvufvavMV»*
because he had canceled a reserva­
tion which would have allowed him 
to arrive earlier. He ahared with the 
4.000 adults in the audience the 
reasons for his frustration and anger.

Dr. Gilkeson got a call on 
Wednesday. April 13, from the 
Alaska State Legislature, specifically from the aid oh the House HESS

they had been trying to reach Dr. 
Gllxeson to testify. Dr. Gilkeson told 
him he was sorry that he wouldn't 
be able to do it because he had to go 
to Atlanta. Then he got another call 
back from Jim Nordland asking Dr. 
Gilkeson to please be on. When 
asked who else was going to testify 
Jim Nordland gave Dr. Gilkeson the 
n a m e s  of t h e  f iv e  N O RM L 
"doctors”. Dr Gilkeson was as­
tounded because there were 6,000 
other credible doctors across the 
United States that they could have 
picked from. Why were they 
including NORML in with the 
credible, professional testimony?

Dr. Gilkeson thought the repre­
sentation for the hearing was 
"lousy", so he canceled hJs flight 90 
he could testify. Eecause he had to  ̂
cancel bis supersaver flight, it cos 
him an extra $400 to fly to Atlanta.’ 
He got on the phone, was not 
allowed to talk and listened to the 
e.roneous information being given 
while he frantically wrote notes so 
he would be able to refute what they

saying when mad« hi*
picscmuuuu. He wan helU ou the 
phone for 2.5 hours after which they 
said there was not time to hear 
him! Meanwhile four of the doctors 
from NORML got to testify. Dr. 
GiLkeson had lost his supersaver 
Airfare when he canceled his flight 
so he could speak, and then also 
missed his next flight to Atlanta from 
New York because he was on the 
teleconference line - after never 
being able to say a word!

Dr. Gilkeson said "he heard two 
hours of people purposely deceiving 
the public aoout their health!" At 
the end of the teleconference they 
called Dr. Forest Tennant in 
California who was also standing by 
to testify and had to leave for 
Atlanta, and told him they did not 
need him lo testify after all.

Dr. Gllkeaon was to angry over 
the way those hearings were con­
ducted. The research and truth was 
not allowed to come out. In a court 
of law isn't that "withholding 
evidence?" There are many, many 
credible doctors and researchers 
across the land who are showing thatitiattjjuiui* U UavlwtiU a licalds yt\Aj~
lem, and this committee leadership 
did not let that information be 
presented. How can this happen? 
Who are they representing -  the 
drug user? Alaska's legislative 
process has been nationally embar­
rassed!

1 find this treatment of credible 
professionals In tbe field to be a

ly sppalling. These are very busy 
doctors who arc in high demand 
across the nation. I would like to 
publicly apologize to Dr. Tennant 
and Dr. Gilkeson for the very 
unprofessional treatment by these 
Individuals. There really arc people 
in this state who care about the 
health of our citizens, and care about 
drug-free youth. Not everyone in 
Alaska has succumbed to the drug 
culture. NORML has the ear of the 
press. Alaskans are not hearine the 
truth about the health hazards of 
marijuana use. We are being duped 
by the drug culture. The very least 
we can do is demand that the 
professional doctors -he allowed to

were
id to dol H o ^ s g n i \ .thc 

filature make ah Ih lh l^fW ^le-
Lslpn on an important issue lik^tljis 
' '-hocract Information ij
lowed to be presented?

?rs are making a raptrtaftinn 
for "'themselves by stifhmPtnTs bill 
Caring, Alaskan parents have had 
enough of the political games. We
sr« cono»rn»d about tho HEALTH
ana f C u c m iA L  oi our tuiure 
Alaskans. I9n‘t that also the charge 
of the Health, Education and Social 
Services Committee?

The accurate information is avail­
able. Time is running out in this 
legislative session. Contact your 
legislative representative today and 
insist that the truth and evidence be 
allowed to be heard on SB32 
Immediately. Alaska owes this to Dr. 
Gilkeson and to Dr. Tennant.

Sincerely, 
LYNDA ADAMS
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IH>!IH313>I -  SaibJ-dtt '931 90:0T 88, 62 ridU



The untold drug story
Dear Editor:

I am using this avenue of communication to let 
the public know of the very inappropriate handling 
of a recent legislative teleconference. On April 14 
the House Health, Education and Social Services 

. Committee (HESS) held hearings on S832 which 
would recriminalize marijuana In Alaska (once 
again make marijuana illegal).

The House HESS Committee is co*chalred by 
RepJSIiio Koponen of Fairbanks and Rep. Johnny 
Ellis of Anchorage. The House Hess aide for these 
two co-chairs is Jim Nordland. These are the Indi­
viduals responsible for setting up the testimony 
from flie professionals on the morning of the 14th. 
Two professional names were given to these Indi­
viduals to be included in the hearings. They were 
Dr. Forest Tennant, drug advisor for the National 
Fodtball League as well as many other titles, and 
Dr. Robert Gilkeson, a psychiatrist who has con­
ducted studies to determine the toxicity of mari­
juana and its effects on the brain.

In addition the committee leadership also con* 
tactttlflve individuals who are associated with 
NORML (the National Organization for the Re- 
for# of Marijuana Laws). This group's goal Is to le­
gal,i.ze marijuana, Those contacted from NORML 
were Borman Zinberg, Lester Grinspoon, Todd Ml- 
kuriga, John Morgan and Arthur McBay.

At the lime these marijuana hearings were hap­
pening in Alaska, I was attending an International 
conference on youth and drugs In Atlanta, Ga., 
sponsored by PRIDE (National Parents Resources 
Institute for Drug Education). Two of the speakers j 
who were scheduled for the 13th were Dr. Gilkeson a:;d Dr. Tennant. . i

WfiS'n it was Dr. Gllkeson’s time to speak in At­
lanta,'.he arrived on the stage breathless, with suit- 
casein hand and very, very angry. He was late ar- 
riytng-.at the conference because he had canceled a 
resection  which would have allowed him to ar­
rive earlier. He shared with the 4.000 adults in the 
aucfifeft'ce the reasons for his frustration and anger.

Dr. Gilkeson got a call on Wednesday, Apnl 13, | 
fromThe aide on the House HESS Committee, Jim 
Nordland, asking him to testify. Dr. Gilkeson told 1 
him he was sorry but he had to go to Atlanta. He 
ot another call back from Jim Nordlland asking 
im'to please be on. When asked who else was- 

going' to testify, Dr. Gilkeson was given the names 
of the five NOr ML "doctors." Dr. Gilkeson was as­
tounded because there were 6,000 other credible 
doctors across the United States that they could 
have picked from. Why were they Including 
NORML In with the credible, professional testi­mony1?

Dr! Gilkeson thought the representation for the 
hearing was "lousy", so he canceled his super 
saver flight to Atlanta. He got on the phone, was 
notallowed to talk and listened to the erroneous In­
formation being given while he frantically wrote

notes so he would be able to refute what they were 
saying when he made his presentation. He was held 
on the phone for 2Vj hours after which they said 
there was not time to hear him I Meanwhile, four of 
the doctors from NORML got to testify. Dr. Gllke- 
son had lost his supersaver airfare when he can­
celed him flight, then also missed his next flight to 
Atlanta from New York because he was on the tele­
conference line — after never being able to say a 
word I

Dr. Gilkeson said "he heard two hours of people 
purposely deceiving the public about their health!" • 
At the end of the teleconference they called Dr. 
Tennant In California, who was also standing by to 
testify and had to leave for Atlanta, and told him 
they did not need him to testify after all.

There are many, many credible doctors and re­
searchers across the land who are showing that 
marijuana is Indeed a health problem, and this 
committee leadership did not let that Information 
be presented. How can this happen? Who are they 
representing the drug user? Alaska’s legislative 
process has been nationally embarrassed!

I find this treatment of credible professionals in 
trie field to be a disgrace, embarrassing and abso­
lutely appalling.

Not everyone In Alaska has succumbed to the 
dru" culture. NORML has the ear of the press. 
Alaskans are not hearing the truth about the health 
hazards of MarijuMfcose. *fc»re being duped by 
the drug culture. 'TOginry u p k  we can do is de­
mand that the profarftonal doctors be allowed to

give the testimony that they were prepared to 
xivel How can the legislature make an intelligent 
decision on an Important issue like this If the cor­
rect Information Is not allowed to be presented?

Legislators are making a reputation for them­
selves by stifling this bill. Caring, Alaskan parents 
have had enough of the political games, we are 
concerned about the health and potential of bur fu­
ture Alaskans, isn't that also the charge of the 
Health, Education and Social Services Committee?
. -  tynda Adams Ketchikan
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R ecrimininalization;
continued from the front page
Services (H E S S ) comm ittee.

T it le  I I ,  C hap te r 71 o f  the sta le  
statutes m ade persona l usage o f  
m a riju an a  legal in  1975. A du lts  19 
and o ld e r  a re  a llow ed  to  have fo u r  
ounces o f  d ried  m a riju an a  in the ir 
hom es. H ow ever, they cannot buy , 
tran sp o rt , o r  se ll it— on ly  g row  it.

This law :on flic ts with federa l law . 
T it le  21 o f  the U .S . code says m a ri­
ju a n a  is illeg a l.

But changing state laws is up  to  
the leg is la tu re , P a rr ish  said .

T h a t does n o t mean she is un ­
concerned o r  th a t the B oa rd  o f  
Regents w ill decide to  ig no re  the 
issue. P a rr ish  sa id  it is sa fe  to  say 
that a lc o h o l and  d rug  abuse "h a s  
had a serious im pact on  student 
li fe . ”

The un iversity has counse lo rs fo r  
substance abuse and  an insurance 
po licy  covering  substance abuse.

“ W e ’ re  n o t , as a b oa rd , ju s t 
/ responsib le f o r  m a riju an a . W e  re 
/  responsib le fo r  a lc oh o l and a ll o the r 
I  fo rm s o f  substance abuse.”  P a rr ish  
I  sa id , adding tha t the B oa rd 's  jo b  
I  shou ld  be to  focus on  educating 
I students on  a l l fo rm s  o f  substance 

abuse.
In  the ir F eb rua ry  meeting, the

I Regents decided the issue o f  d rug 
abuse “ was to o  big to  be acted on 
w ithout having app rop ria te  tim e fo r  
s t a f f  w o r k , su rvey ing  in te rn a l 
constituencies— facu lty , student and 
s ta ff— and putting  it th rough the 
n o rm a l review p rocess ,”  P a rr ish  
said .

The B oard  asked statewide univer­
sity o f fic ia ls  to  m ake a  p resentation 
on  substance abuse on  the campuses 
at their meeting this week.

B ob  W illiam s , vice president o f  
the B oa rd  o f  Regents, said “ W e had 
asked the adm in is tra tion  to  gather 
in fo rm a t io n  on  what substance use 
and substance abuse might be o n  the 
campuses and what e ffect tha t has 
on  the un iversity . T h e  b oa rd  w ill 
then be better ab le to  determ ine what 
action  to  ta k e ,”  W illiam s said .

The Academ ic and  Student A f ­
fa irs  C om m ittee , which W illiam s 
chairs , w ill review the op tion s on  
T hu rsd ay . W illiam s said they can 
w ork w ith leg is la tion , w o rk  w ith 
su rveillance and en forcem ent on  the 
cam puses, o r  w o rk  to  educate 
students and un iversity em ployees 

y abou t substance abuse.
S tudent Regent Ju d v  G raham  a t­

tended the A p ri l 8 A C C SA  meeting 
to  in fo rm  student representatives 
lhat the B oa rd  o f  Regents were con ­
sidering the recrim inalization reso lu ­
tion . A  few  senato rs voiced the ir 
concern ove r the B o a rd ’ s right to  get 
involved in an issue that they fe lt was 

' c lea rly  ou t o f  th e ir league. T h e ir 
'message to  G raham  and other B oa rd  
members was lh a t it would be bet­
ter i f  they ju s t "b u d d ed  o u t ."
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L a w m a k e r s  r e s u m e  m a r i j u a n a  d e b a t e
S ' A ( C  i l l #
— The Hebate over

By Robert Laurie
Times J rn tiu  Bureau

JUNEAU — The Debate over 
Ihe effects of marijuana re­
sumed in the state capitol 
Wednesday as the House Health, 
Education and Social Services 
opened hearings on a bill to re­
criminalize possession and use o f 
Ihe substance.

The Alaska Supreme Court 
ruled 13 years ago that the con­
stitutional right o f privacy a l­
lowed Alaskans to possess small 
amounts of marijuana in the 
home.

The legislature then clarified 
that to mean less than 4 ounces 
for personal use.

Sen. Paul Fischer, sponsor o f

Ihe bill, says new medical and 
scientific research since the 
Alaska court's ruling indicate 
marijuana is more harm fu l than 
the court could have known at 
the time.

Fischer says the legislative 
findings in the bill show that "the 
detrimental effects o f marijuana 
override the constitutional ques­
tion o f the right o f p rivacy laid 
out in the Raven decision."

Irwin Raven, whose tria l on 
charges of possession o f ma- 
rajuana in 1973 led to the land­
mark Supreme Court ruling, told 
the committee the findings 
Fischer mentioned a re  "not true 
o r irrelevant."

F o r example, he points to the

finding that THC, one o f the ac­
tive compounds In marijuana, 
can take as long as 30 days to be 
eliminated from  the body.

"That's totally Irre levant," 
Raven said. “ They may stay in 
the body, but the. ’ re not psycho­
active. You know, you smoke a 
rnarajuana cigarette and you're 
high for a couple o f hours. . .  and 
then you're not."

Rep. Alyce Hanley, R-Anchor- 
age, argued that the time has 
come when "right to privacy in 
the home must yield, and the 
health, safety, rights and priv- 
ledges of others must become 
our greater concern."

Alaska Civil Liberties Union 
president and form er legislator

Don Clocksin, arguing against 
the measure, told the lawmakers 
they were, in effect, sitting as a 
jury , deciding the fate o f 100,000 
adult Alaskans who use m ari­
juana, a number later questioned 
by Rep. Randy Phillips, R-Eagle 
River.

Clocksin said the burden of 
proof "that the public health in­
terests justify a suspension o f the 
constitutional right of privacy”  
falls on the supporters of the bill.

He says they have to show 
possession and use of small 
amounts by adults in the privacy 
of their own home threatens the 
public's health and safety, not 
just the Individual's.

See Pot, page B-3

Thursday, April 14,

I Pot
Eonltnued from page B-l________

Clocksin referred to an argu­
ment by Rep. B ill Hudson, 
R-Juneau, that the dangers of 
marijuana m irrored those o f a l­
cohol, and the legislature a l­
lowed rura l villages to suspend 
the right to privacy by banning 
Importation o r use o f liquor.

"The difference Is: the burden 
of proof was c learly and Irrevo­
cably met In that case. The 
murders, the crimes, the de­
struction o f families, the health 
costs caused by the abuse o f a l­
cohol were unquestioned," said 
Clocksin.

Statewide teleconferenced 
hearings on the measure contln- Irwin Raven

ftm rlinnc • le v n ln tn n l '
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H e a r i n g s  o n  p o t
O N  T H E  basis of stale- 

wide indications —  in the 
form of resolutions passed 
by all kinds of community 
groups and many levels of 
civic and governmental af­
fairs — it is safe to say that a 
great many Alaskans want 
the legislature to pass a law 
recriminalizing the posses­
sion of marijuana. *

The Senate already has 
passed a bill to do just that.

The House majority, how­
ever, is dragging its feet.

In more ways than one, 
some of the Democratic 
leaders in the House are try­
ing to equate the use of alco­
hol and tobacco with that of 
marijuana.

The thought presumably 
is that if it's all right for 
older people to smoke cigars 
and drink liquor then it 
should be fine and dandy for 
young people (or anybody 
else, of course) to use mari­
juana.

T H E  A R G U M E N T  to sus­
tain this relies on a court de­
cision that reaches into the 
question of privacy.

What is done in the pri­
vacy of one's home, this ar­
gument goes, is a ma'ter of 
individual taste —  protected 
by constitutional provisions 
—  and is none of the public’s 
d a m  busines.

Unfortunately, marijuna 
and other drugs do indeed 
encroach into public affairs 
— at huge public expense.

Moreover, there seems to 
be growing national medical

and scientific data which in­
dicates that the use of mari­
juana is not a harmless prac­
tice, as some contend.

These and other view­
points presumably will be 
aired when a House c o m­
mittee begins two days of 
scheduled testimony tomor­
row morning on proposed 
legislation to put some teeth 
back into the state's control 
over marijuana.

S O M E  O F  lhat testimony, 
we'd like to think, will be ad- , 
dressed to the public percep­
tion that now exists that 
Alaska is soft on drugs.

Because of legislative ac­
tions, because of court deci­
sions, there has been spread 
across the land the implica­
tion that drug use is really 
not all that bad and that the i 
government officials in I 
Alaska —  state and local —  
condone the use of mari­
juana and other substances. .

Even though this is un- ( 
true, in the general sense, i 
the state has sent out a mes- s 
sage to young people that r 
does not do well for it or for 1 
them. 1s

On this particular issue in­
volving marijuana, Alaska's c 
official social standard is set f 
all too low. , ,

The House hearings, we F 
hope, will point this out. t

There is still time in this ' 
legislative session for the 
House to act with prudent 
concern and pass appropri­
ate legislation.



JUNEAU — There are sen* 
oui problemi with the Senate 
bill to restore criminal penal­
ties for marijuana possession, 
and unless they can be re­
solved the bill appears  dead 
this session, saia the chair- 

. man of the House committee 
! boldine it.

“If thfjmedical findings do 
not p a ^ £  the constitutional

test, the bill should not oe 
moved," said Rep. Johnny El­
lis, co-chairman of the House 
Health, Education and Social 
Services Committee.

“The bill is flawed," the 
Anchorage Democrat said 
Wednesday, following the 
committee's fourth hearing on 
the measure.

/Hie Senate passed it In 
mid-Februiry and it has beeS

in the House committee since 
then.

The move to restore crimi­
nal penalties for marijuana 
use is based on a series of 
findings in the bill that are 
meant to show that the threat 
to publlo health and safety 
outweighs an ind iv idual 's  
right to privacy.

Ellis said the health com-

See Back Page, M ARIJUANA

! Marijuana bill likely to die in House
By LARRY PER8ILY

] Tbe Auociated Pressi

M A R I J U A N A :
| Continued from Pape aT ~

11 t0 deter*nine if the findings are accurate. If
i n  ,J? vaJid>. he said, the 

bill should not be moved to 
its next committee.

We re still in the assess­
ment stage," Ellis said.

With less than a week left 
? tne session, the chances of 

^  (SB32) moving
through its three House com­
mittee* and then to the floor 
for a vote appear very slim.

w curfently al- 
lows adults to possess up to 
four ounces of marijuana In

Bill likely to die in House this session
I f L . I .  1_________ Atheir homes for personal use. 

The Senate bill would make 
possession by adults a misde- 
meanor.

When the Alaska Supreme
thr0,w out the state's marijuana law 13 years ago, It 

said the Alaska Constitution ; 
fiuarantees the right to priva-

Ms 6 18 a c°mpei-
ling reason to limit that right.
. The committee Wednesday 
t]!frd a doctor who tes- •
K .  \ a,n‘ “ PPOrten 0f <̂ 0
"anwHftf i ar5 rel7 lng on nubfut j  ’ unfounded, ua . 
s t u d and uncontroIlea studies ln calling for changes

in the marijuana law.
.<„Dr  *̂ rtfJur McBay, a foren 
Sic toxicologist from Xortl 
Carolina, testified by phoni 
and rebutted most of the find 
ingi in the Senate bill.

He called "wild 3oecula. 
the statement that one 

m arijuana cigarette a day 
m a y  cause lung cancer in 
three years.

Two other doctors testified
’M m ” 1 s,VfPort oi the Sen­ate bill at Wednesday’s hear-
Ing, including Dr. Forrest 
*ennant Jr.. drug abuse coun­
selor to the National Football
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B[r Larry Penily 
AtaacUttd PrM

JUNEAU — There are serious 
problems with the Senate bill to 
restore criminal penalties for 
marijuana possession, and unless 
they can be resoived the biii ap­
pears dead this session, said the 
chairman of the House com­
mittee holding it.

“ If the medical findings do not 
pass the constitutional test, the 
bill should not be moved," said 
Rep. Johnny Ellis, co-chairman 
of the House Health, Education ana social services Committee.

"The bill Is flawed," the An­
chorage Democrat said Wednes­
day, following the committee's 
fourth hearing nn fhn measure.
-  The-Ser.ate passed It in mid- 
February and it has been in the 
House committee since then.

The move to restore criminal 
penalties for marijuana use Is 
based on a series of findings In 
the bill that are meant to show 
that the threat to public health 
and safety outweighs an indi­
vidual's right to privacy.

Elllo said tho haalth com.

mittee's Job Is to determine if the 
findings are accurate. If they are 
Invalid, he said, the bill should 
net be moved to its next com-, 
mlttee.

"We're still In the assessment 
stage," Ellis said.

With less than a week left in 
the session, the chances of the 
bill moving through its three 
House committees and then to 
the floor for a vote appear very 
slim,

Alaska law currently allnu/s

adults to possess up to four 
ounces of marijuana in their 
homes for personal use. The Sen­
ate bill would make possession

by adults a misdemeanor,
Possession by minors already 

isacrim8.
When the Alaska Supreme 

Court threw out the state’s mari­
juana law 13 years ago, It said 
the Alaska Constitution gua­
rantees the right to privacy un­
less there is a compelling reason 
to limit that right.

The committee Wednesday 
heard from a doctor who testi­
fied that supporters of the Senate 
bill are relying on "anecdotal, 
unfounded, unpublished and un­
controlled studies" in vailing for

changes In the marijuana law.
Dr. Arthur McBay, a forensic 

toxicologist from North Carolina, 
testified by phone and refuted 
most of the findings in the Senate 
bill.

He called "wild speculation" 
the statement that one mari- 
uana cigarette a day may cause 
ung cancer in three years.

Although the Senate bill 
claims people can die from mari­
juana overdoses, McBay said, "1 
navo never teen a marijuana 
ovordoso death, nor have I Ho*n 

able to document any that 
anyone thinks 'they have seen."

Two other doctors testified In 
general support of the Senate bill 
at Wednesday's hearing, includ­
ing Dr. Forrest Tennant Jr., drug 
abuse counselor to the National 
Football League.

Tennant, a sports medicine 
doctor from California, said, 
"The major problem with your 
current law, In my opinion, Is 
that It symbolically gives the 
pnhlie. particularly (he teen­
agers, the idea that marijuana is 
perfectly safe and less harmful 
than nicotine and alcohol, which 
is not necessarily the case."
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CITY OF VALDEZ, ALAKSA 
RESOLUTION NO. 8711

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF VALDEZ URGING THE ALASKA LEGISLATURE TO REPEAL 
LAWS ALLOWING FOR THE PERSONAL USE OF MARIJUANA.

} WHEREAS, the S ta te  o f  A laska i s  e l i g i b l e  f o r  c e r t a in  F ede ra l g ran ts  f o r
c o n t r o l  o f  n a r c o t ic s ;  and

WHEREAS, the dangerous and g rievous  use o f  un law fu l n a rc o t ic s  th rea tens 
the l i v e s  and w e l l -b e in g  o f  many c i t i z e n s  o f  A laska , e s p e c i a l ly ,  ou r young 
peop le ; and

WHEREAS, the A laska S ta te  S ta tu te s  a l low  f o r  p e rson a l possess ion  and use 
o f  amounts o f  contraband and dangerous substances tha t would otherw ise be 
i l l e g a l  under F ede ra l and S ta te  laws; and

WHEREAS, these p e c u l i a r  p ro v is io n s  o f  S ta te  law th rea ten  the S ta te  o f  
J A la ska 's  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  F ede ra l funds f o r  c o n t r o l  o f  n a r c o t ic s ;  and

WHEREAS, these p ro v is io n s  se rve  no u s e fu l  purpose in  a s o c ie ty  tha t is  
outraged a t  the s u f f e r i n g  and expense caused by drug abuse; and

WHEREAS, the r ig h t  to p r iv a cy  in  the home in  A laska i s  a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
p ro te c t io n  and th a t  r ig h t  can be p ro tec ted  by a l low ing  the excep tion  to be a 
la w fu l l y  ob ta ined  search w a rran t ,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT  RESOLVED tha t the Valdez C ity  Counc i l urges the 
L e g is la tu re  o f  the S ta te  o f  A laska to rep ea l those se c t io n s  o f  the A laska 
S ta tu te s  which a l low  p e rson a l .possess ion  and use o f  mari juana and support 
the r e c r im in a l i z a t i o n  o f  m a r i ju ana .

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE COUNCIL OF TtfR CTrYi-OF. VALDEZ, -ALASKA th is  17th day o f  February , 1987. CITY OF VALDEZ, ALASKA

ATTEST:

BY: 7 / / L / * '/ /
^dhn Thorp 
■̂ Acting C ity  Manager



City and Borough of Sitka
304  LAKE STREET. S ITKA , A LA SKA . 9 98 35

March 2 8 ,  1988

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Ben G r u s s e n d o r f  
S p e a k e r  o f  House 
P .O .  Box V
Ju n eau ,  A l a s k a  99 81 1

A r’ R 0  4 1988

D ea r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G r u s s e n d o r f :
E n c l o s e d  i s  a copy o f  o u r  r e s o l u t i o n  No. 8 8 - 3 7 4  u r g i n g  t h e  
p a s s ag e  o f  S en a te  B i l l  3 2 .

S i n c e r e l y ,

R i c h a r d  G. Ande rson  
A d m i n i s t r a t o r

E n e l .
c c :  HESS Committee

R G A : i t : s e n a t e



SPONSORS: Pratt/Johnstone

C I T Y  A N D  B O R O U G H  O F  S I T K A

RESOLUTION NO. 88-374

A RESOLUTION OF THE A SSEMBLY OF THE 
CITY AND BOROUGH OF SITKA U R G IN G THE ENACTMENT OF 

SENATE BILL 32, AN ACT R E LATING TO MARIJUANA

WHEREAS, ma r ij u a n a  use is a serious health problem, c a u s­
ing b o t h  ph ys i ca l and psychological damage to users; and

WHEREAS, the d aily use of m a r i j u a n a  in the State of A l a s­
ka has increased to as high as 4% among the general population 
and as high as 6% among secondary school students; and

WHEREAS, ma ri ju an a use is d ir ec t l y  related to d i s c i p l i­
nary pr oblems in schools w i t h  students and in society wi th  both
students and adults,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT R ESOLVED by the Assembly of the
City and Bor ou gh  of litka that the legislature and Governor are
u rged to e nact Senate Bill 32 recrim i na li zi ng  certain types of 
use and p o ss es s i o n  of marijuana.

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED by the Assembly of the City 
and Borough of Sitka, Alaska this 3JX day of MARCH, 1988.

X ' J o h n  E. Dapcevich, vMayor

i i:i*

A T T E S T :I *

Dolores Ingwersen 
M un ic ip al  Clerk



G re a te r  F a i r b a n k s

firs t N ationa l Center

C h a m b e r
709 Second Avenue (9 0 7 ) 452-1105

o f  C o m m e r c e

P O  Box 7444f>
Fairbanks. A laska 99707

RESOLUTION # 1 4 - 0 3 8 8  
RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE RECRIMINALIZATION OF MARIJUANA

WHEREAS, A la s k a  i s  t h e  o n l y  s t a t e  t h a t  has l e g a l i z e d  th e  use
o f  m a r i j u a n a  and l i k e w i s e  has  th e  h i g h e s t  r a t e  o f  
s u b s t a n c e  abuse  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  and

WHEREAS, r e s e a r c h  shows r e g u l a r  m a r i j u a n a  use p roduce s  d rug
dependency and i s  a t r a n s i t i o n a l  d rug  l e a d i n g  t o  
e s c a l a t e d  use o f  many d r u g s ,  and

WHEkEAS, r e s e a r c h  shows m a r i j u a n a  b u i l d s  up and i s  s t o r e d  i n
th e  body p a r t i c u l a r l y  the  b r a i n ,  i t  p roduce s  a 
l e v e l  o f  c o n t i n u a l  s e d a t i o n ,  weakens th e  
m o t i v a t i o n a l  c e n t e r  o f  th e  b r a i n  and r e s u l t s  in  
pe rmanent  damage, and

WHEREAS, r e s e a r c h  shows t h e r e  i s  an " i n s t a n t  i n t o x i c a t i o n "
e f f e c t  p roduced  by m a r i j u a n a  mak ing i t  i n s t a n t l y  
h a z a rd o u s  t o  o t h e r s ,  and

WHEREAS, s t a t i s t i c s  show t h a t  y o u t h  ( a g e  1 2 - 1 7 )  i n  A la sk a
use m a r i j u a n a  a t  a 4 7 . 4  %  r a t e  compared t o  the  
n a t i o n a l  a v e r a g e  o f  2 6 . 7  ( 1 . 8  t o  1 )  and 1 6 . 6  %  o f  
A la s k a  y o u th  ( a g e  1 2 - 1 7 )  u se  c o c a i n e  compared t o  
n a t i o n a l  a v e r a g e  o f  6 . 3  ( 2 . 6  t o  1 )  p ro d u c in g  a h igh  
p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  1 i n  4 m a r i j u a n a  u s e r s  t r a n s i t i o n  
t o  c o c a i n e ,  and

WHEREAS, l e g a l i z a t i o n  o f  m a r i j u a n a  c o n t r a d i c t s  e d u c a t i o n
a g a i n s t  d rug  use b ecause  i t  send s  mixed s i g n a l s  t o  
y o u t h ;  w h i l e  we " s a y  n o " ,  " a d u l t s  u se "  so the 
t r i c k l e  down e f f e c t  and i t s  t r a g i c  impac t  i s  c l e a r ,  
and

WHEREAS, G o ve rn o r  Cowper i s  on r e c o r d ,  a c kn ow ledg ing  "we
made a m i s t a k e  when we changed th e  law i n  1 9 76  so 
as  t o  d e c r im i n a l i z e  th e  use  o f  m a r i j u a n a " ,  and 
now s u p p o r t s  r e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  w i t h i n  c o n s t i t u t i ­
o n a l  c o n s t r a i n t s ,  and

WHEREAS, L t .  G o ve rn o r  McA lp ine i s  on r e c o r d  t h a t  the t ime 
has come t o  change th e  l aw ,  and



KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT

RESOLUTION 86-87-9

WHEREAS, the physiological, psychological and sociological effects of 
marijuana use are well documented; and

WHEREAS, the use of this substance by some elements of the school age 
population continues to be a disruptive force; and

WHEREAS, current state statute permits possession of marijuana for
private use which makes this substance more accessible to the school age
population;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Kenai Peninsula Borough School 
District Board of Education supports the recriminalization of marijuana and
the provisions for enforcement as set forth in Senate Bill 32.

ADOPTED THIS 16th_________DAY OF MARCH, 1987.

Kenai Peninsula 3orough School Dist. 
Board of Education

Penny L i t t l e  
Notary P^iblic



Submitted by: Assemblyman
Brad Bradley

A M E N D E D  A N D  A P P R O V E D

Prepared by: Assemblyman
B r a d  Bradley

For Reading: November 25 , 1986
A R  No. 86-284

A R E S O L U T I O N  OF THE M U N I C I P A L I T Y  OF A N C H O R A G E  SUPPORTING REPEAL 
OF AS 11.71.070 A N D  AME ND ME NT  OF AS 11.71.060(a) TO MAKE 
M A R I J U A N A  ILLEGAL______________________________________________ ________________

WHEREAS, A l a s k a  is the only state in the u nion wi th  a

p e r m i s s i v e  statute for p e r s on al  p os se ss i on  of marijuana, and

WHEREAS, f indings of local, state and federal

a utho ri ti es  con cl ud e that m ar ij u a n a  is d e t ri m en ta l to the health,

w e l f a r e  and p ub li c s a f e t y  of all people, and

WHEREAS, the Supreme Courts of other states and the

U.S. Supreme Court ha v e u p h e l d  state statutes p r oh ib it i ng  the use

and p o s s e s s i o n  of mariju an a , and

WHEREAS, c u r r e n t  Alaska state statutes are not in

c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  fede r al  d r u g  en forcement laws controlling drug

abuse, and

WHEREAS, the co nf li ct  between federal and state law

p e r t a i n i n g  to m a r i j u a n a  causes u n n e c e s s a r y  b arriers for local 

p o l i c e  and A l as ka  State Troopers in p r o t e c t i n g  the public from 

d r u g  abusers, and

WHEREAS, the An ch or ag e  Crime C om mi s s i o n  has for the

past three years c o n c l u d e d  that Alaska's permi ss i ve  laws on

m a r i j u a n a  shoul d  be repealed, and



the A l as ka  A s s o c i a t i o n  of School Governments' Annu al  Fall

Confer en ce  o n  Oct ob er  18 of this yea r u n a n i m o u s l y  passe d  a

r e so lu ti on  to repeal the current m a r i j u a n a  law an d mak e the drug

in all its forms illegal in Alaska.

N O W  THEREFORE, the Anchorage A s s e m b l y  resolves:

That the G o v e r n o r  of the State of Alaska, the Alaska
a re

State Le gi s l a t u r e  a nd the Alask a  Supr em e  Court is- p et it i on ed  to
s ta t u t o r y  and c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p ro te c t ion s

take i mm ediate steps to repea l/  -AS—  and amend-

f o r  the
_3Sz3^z2l3il]S:Qt5dccrc:zma[3CE use and p o s s e s s i o n  of ma r ijuana -i-iittgai

in  o rd e r
in the State of A l a s k a / t o  p r om ot e the g e n er a l health, welfa re  and 

p ublic s a f e t y  of the c i t i ze n s of A n c h or ag e  and the State of 

Alaska.

P A S S E D  A ND A P P R O V E D  by the An ch or a ge  Ass em bl y this 

9th d a y  of ___________ December____________________ , 1986.

WHEREAS, representatives of 60 Alaskan high schools at



cook inlet council on Alcohol 
And Drug Abuse

"A PRIVATE NON-PROFIT CORPORATION"
MAIN OFFKTt 

255 waow Am. 203
KENAI PROFESSIONAL BUILDING

LAKE STREET CENTER
PO 0o< 2342 

Mom*,, a m u  89403

PO. Bo> 842 
K*nM, AlMu 89411

MAR 2  4  8 8 7 PHONE:
23 5 -0 001

PHONE:
2 8 3 -3 0 5 8

A RESOLUTION OF THE COOK INLET COUNCIL ON ALCOHOL AND 
DRUG ABUSE OF KENAI,  ALASKA, URGING THE ALASKA LEGISLATURE
TO REPEAL LAWS ALLOWING FOR THE PERSONAL POSSESSION AND USE 
OF MARIJUANA.

WHEREAS, The Cook I n l e t  C o u n c i l  on A l c o h o l  nnd Drug Abuse 
i s  commi t t ed  t o  che e d u c a t i o n ,  t he  p r e v e n t i o n  and t r e a tm e n t  o f  
d rug  abu s e :  and

WHEREAS, v;e b e l i e v e  c o u n t l e s s  l i v e s  a r e  d i s t o r t e d  th r ough  
the a v a i l a b i l i t y  and use o f  d r u g s ,  most  p a r t i c u l a r l y  the  l i v e s  
o f  o u r  young p e o p l e :  and

WHEREAS, s o c i a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  s t a t e s  a r e  r e c o g n i z i n g  the 
need f o r  l i m i t e d  a c c e s s  t o  dange r ous  d r u g s ;  and

WHEREAS, F e d e r a l  l aw mandates  c r i m i n a l  p e n a l t i e s  f o r  
p o s s e s s i o n  and use  o f  m a r i j u a n a ;  and

WHEREAS, c u r r e n t  A l a s k a  s t a t u t e s  t h r e a t e n  the S t a t e  o f  
A l a s k a ' s  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  f e d e r a l  f u nd s  f o r  c o n t r o l  o f  n a r c o t i c s :

BE IT  THEREFORE RESOLVED t h a t  l aws  s h a l l  be en a c t ed  i n  
the S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  t o  e s t a b l i s h  c r i m i n a l  p e n a l t i e s  f o r  the 
use and p o s s e s s i o n  o f  m a r i j u a n a .

DATED a t  K e n a i ,  A l a s k a ,  t h i s  s i x t e e n t h  day o f  March,  1 9 87 .

COOK INLET COUNCIL ON ALCOHOL 
AMD DRUG ABUSE

Roge r  ‘S e i b e r t ,  P r e s i d e n t  
Boa rd  o f  D i r e c t o r s

•Counseling ■ Individual, Group »nd Family 'Referrals ’ Screening* and Assessment* •Trainings ’ Consultations 'Court Program*• Employee Assistance frogrsm*



RESOLUTION: ALASKA A S S O C I A n C N  OF SC3EOL GOVETOWENTS 

FALL CONFERENCE 

DIMDND HIGH SCHOOL 

October 18, 1986

Whereas the student leaders of Alaska recognize that there is a severe Drug and Alcohol problem 
in Alaska,
Whereas the student leaders of Alaska recognize this problem exists in the Alaskan elementary, 
junior and senior high schools,
Whereas the students believe i t  is necessary for them to take a united stand against Drugs and 
Alcohol,
Therefore, be i t  resolved that the students representing the Alaska Association of School Govern­
ments (AASG), endorse the nationally known "Just Say No" Drug Prevention Program
Be i t  further resolved the AASG students w i l l present a flag to Governor Sheffield to be floun 
over the capitol building that states: "Alaska Students/Just Say No" and
Be i t  further resolved the AASG students request the Governor and the Alaska Legislature to re­
peal the current marijuana law and make marijuana i l lega l in this state.

Resolution passed unanimously by 60 alaskan high schools in attendance at the AASG f a l l  confer­
ence.

tAW(6»Us ASSOC-iNTION STUDENT 6CVT5.



C O R D O V A  P U B L I C  S C H O O L S

BOX 140  
CORDOVA . ALASKA 9 9 5 7 4
PHONE. ( 9 0 7 )  4 2 4 - 3 2 6 5  OR 4 2 4 - 3 2 9 2

RESOLUTION # 80-3

A RESOLUTION OF THE CORDOVA BOARD OF EDUCATION TO URGE THE 
ALASKA LEGISLATURE TO REPEAL LAWS ALLOWING FOR THE PERSONAL POSSESSION

AND USE OF MARIJUANA.

WHEREAS, the State of Alaska statutes presently allow for 
personal possession and use of a dangerous substance and contraband 
otherwise illegal under Federal and State laws; and

WHEREAS, the provision of statutes that are currently in effect 
serve no useful purpose in society; and

WHEREAS, the dangerous and grievous uses of unlawful narcotics 
threaten the lives and well being of marry of the youth of Alaska; and

WHEREAS, treatment of drug abuse causes society anxiety and 
major expense; and

WHEREAS, the Legislature currently is considering Senate Bill 32 
which will disallow the possession and use of marijuana, and

WHEREAS, the contradictory nature in current statutes undermine 
efforts to educate youth about dangerous narcotics, and

WHEREAS, the Cordova Public Schools Board of Education wishes to 
make the most powerful statement urging the legislature to support 
criminalization of dangerous narcotics;

NCW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Cordova Public Schools 
Board of Education urges the Legislature of the State of Alaska to repeal 
those sections of the Alaska Statutes which allow personal possession and 
use of marijuana, and

FURTHER, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Legislature of the State of 
Alaska establish criminal penalities for use and possession of marijuana.

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Board of Education of the Cordova School 
District of Cordova, Alaska this llth day of April, I960.

J l i> -w v  /* ?
President

Clerk



M A R I J U A N A  R E S O L U T I O N S / R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

The fo l low in g  organiza tions have made re so lu t ion s/recom m enda t ions  to 
the A laska S ta te  Legis la tu re tha t m ari juana be made i l le g a l in Alaska.

EDUCATIONAL Adv iso ry  Board on Drug Abuse (SuADA)
R ev iew  Board on A lcoho lism  (SOADA)
A H sk a  S ta te  Board o f Education 
A'.aska Pa ren t-T eache r A ssoc ia t ion  
A ssoc ia t ion  o f A laska School Boards 
A la ska  A ssoc ia t ion  o f School Governments/ 

General A ssem b ly /3 9  high schools 
A la ska  A ssoc ia t ion  o f  School Governments/ 

S tudent Leade rs /passed  unanimously by 
6 0  A laskan high schoo ls  

A la ska  Assoc, o f Secondary School P rinc ipa ls  
Galena C ity School D is t r ic t  
Galena City Drug Task Force 
Galena C ity School D is t r ic t  Board o f Education 
Ketch ikan  Gateway Borough School D is t r ic t  
Kenny Lake High School 
Kenai Pen insu la Borough School D is tr ic t 
C ity  and Borough o f  Juneau School D is t r ic t  
Juneau -D oug las  High School Student Council 
Anchorage School D is t r ic t  
N o rthw es t A rc t ic  Borough School D is tr ic t 
W range ll Jun io r  and Sen io r  High School 
Haines Borough School Board o f Education

P o l i t ic a l  1 9 8 8  Republican Convention P la t fo rm
S en a to r  Frank M urkow sk i/A laske  Congressional 

De legation  
A la sk a  Municipal League

C itu/B o ro uQh/Muncipa litu Fa irbanks North S ta r  Borough
C ity  o f  Fairbanks 
C ity  and Borough o f Juneau 
Munic ipa lity  o f  Anchorage 
C ity o f  Ketchikan 
C ity  o f  Galena 
Tog iak  C ity Council 
C ity o f  Saxrnan 
C ity o f  Va ldez

OVER



CITY OF KETCHIKAN

R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 87-1498

A  R E S O L U T I O N  OF T H E  C I T Y  O F  KETCH IK AN /  A L A S K A , "S U P P O R T I N G  
R E P E A L  O F  A.S. 11.71.070 A ND A M E N D M E N T  OF A.S. 
11.71.060(a) T O  MAK E  M A R I J U A N A  ILLEGAL A N D  ES TA B L I S H I N G  AN 
E F F E C T I V E  DATE

WHEREAS, A l a s k a  is t h e onl y state in the u n i o n  w i t h  a p e rm is si ve  
statute for personal p'osses'Slon oF~marijuana, a n d

WHEREAS, fin di ng s of local, state and federal a u t h or it ie s co nclude 
that m a r i j u a n a  Is detri me nt al  to the health, w e lf ar e and public 
safety of a ll p eople and of all ages, and

WHEREAS, t h e  Supre me  Courts of other states and  the U.S. Supreme 
Court h a v e  u p h e l d  state st at ut es  pr oh ib i t i n g  t he use and p o ss e ss io n 
of marijuana, a nd

WHEREAS, c u r r e n t  A laska state statutes a r e  not ln c o n f o r m i t y  with 
federal d r u g  en fo rc e m e n t  laws c on tr ol li n g d r u g  abuse, and

WHEREAS, t h e  conflictL.betwe^n— federal a nd state law p e r t a i n i n g  to 
m a r i j u a n a  c a u s e s ^ U n n e c e s s a r y  barrierb for local poli ce  and Alaska 
State T r o o p e r s  iri~'pfEftectihg the public from dru g abusers, and

WHEREAS, K e t c h i k a n  Y outh Services, F am il i e s  in A c t i o n  and other 
c o n c e rn e d local ci t iz en s have expressed c o n c e r n  ove r  the d r u g  abuse 
p r o b l e m  in the community, and

WHEREAS, r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of s i x t y  (60) A l a s k a n  hig h schools at the 
A l as ka  A s s o c i a t i o n  of Sc hool Governments' Annuz.l Fall Confer en ce  
he l d on O c t o b e r  18, 1986, u n a n i m o u s l y  p a s s e d  a re so lu t i o n  to repeal 
the c u r r e n t  m a r i j u a n a  law a n d  make the d r u g  in all its forms 
illegal in Alaska.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  C O U N C I L  OF T H E  CIT Y  OF 
KETCHIKAN, A L A S K A  as follows:

S e c t io n 1. The  Ci ty  Council of the City of Ketchikan, Alaska 
h e r e b y  p e t i t i o n s  the G o v e r n o r  of the S t a t e  of Alaska, the Alaska 
S tate M g i  iture — AlasJca— Supreme- Court-tO"ta-ke-J.mmediate
steps t o C r e p e a l  s t at utory and c on st i t u t i o n a l  p r o t e c t i o n s  for use 
and p o s s e s s i o n  of”marijuan a iff €Ks State of A l a s k a  in o rd er  to 
p r o m o t e  the g e n er al  health, w e l f ar e and p u b l i c  s a f et y of the 
cit iz en s of K e t c h i k a n  and the Stats of Alaska.

S e c t i o n  2. T h e  city C l e r k  is here by  d i r e c t e d  to send copies of 
this r e s o l u t i o n  to G o v e r n o r  Cowper, S e n a t o r  Jones, Re p re s e n t a t i v e  
Taylor, R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Sund, the A t t or n ey  . G e n e ra l and the Alaska 
Mu ni ci pa l League.
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p a ssage,** 11113 r e s o l u t i o n  sha11 b e co m e e f f e c ti ve  i m m e d i a t e l y  upon 

P ASSED A N D  A P P R O V E D  th is  d ,v
1987. — ----------------a ay OL_____________   ,

ATTEST:
xed Ferry, M a y o r

Karen Miles, CMC 
Ci ty  C l er k



C I T Y  o f  W R A N G E L L ,  A L A S K A
IN C O RPO RA TED  JU N E  IS ,  1 9 0 3

BOX 531, 99929 (907) 874-2381

A D O P T E D  A U G U S T  I ( 7 2

F e b r u a r y  11, 1987

The H o n o r a bl e Steve C o w pe r 
Gov er no r of A l a s k a  
Pouch A
Juneau, A l a s k a  99801

D e a r  G o v e r n o r  Cowper:

A t t a c h e d  h e r e t o  is a c o p y  of the City of 
W r a n g e l l  R e s o l u t i o n  No. 02-87-263 urging 
the A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  to crim in al i ze  the 
act of p o s s e s s i o n  o f  m a r i j u a n a  in any 
a m o u n t .

4- r-

7

The W r a n g e l l  C i t y  C o u n c i l  r e s pe c tf ul ly  r e­
ques t  y o u r  s u p p o r t  in this matter. •

Sincerely,"

J oy ce  Rasler ^  
C i t y  Mana ge r

Attachment:

cc: ■ R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T a y l o r  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  S u n d  
S e n a to r J on es

• ~ri iV?... ■m

j .

~r



CITY OF WRANGELL, ALASKA

RESOL U TI ON  NO. 02-87-263

A  RE SO L UT IO N OF THE C O UN CI L OF THE  CIT Y OF 
WRANGELL, ALASKA, URGING THE A L A S K A  
L E GI SL AT UR E  TO C RI MI N A L I Z E  THE A C T  OF 
P OS SE SS IO N OF M A R I JU AN A IN A NY AMOUNT.

WHEREAS, T HC is the ingredient in m a r i j u a n a  that goes into 
the fatty tissues of the brain and other internal organs and  
takes thirt y  days to be elimin at ed  from the body; and

WHEREAS, THC is r eported to cause effects to a p erson t h a t  
m a y  r e su lt  in the bi rt h  of d e f o r m e d  or u n d e r s i z e d  offspring; 
and

WHEREAS, the T HC content of a m a r i j u a n a  ci ga re t te  is as h i g h  
as ten p e r c e n t  today as c o m pa re d to one per ce nt  ten years ago; 
and

WHEREAS, n umerous ps y ch o l o g i c a l  and ph ysical r e a c t i o n s  r e­
sult fro m the use of m a r i j u a n a  w h i c h  impai r the h e a l t h  a n d  w e l l  
b e i n g  of the public; and

WHEREAS, A l a s k a ' s  law w h i c h  allows the p o s s e s s i o n  of c e r t a i n  
a mou nt s of m a r i j u a n a  is c o n tr ar y to the Federal G o v e r n m e n t ' s  
laws and the "war on drugs" be i ng  w a g e d  across the n a t i o n  by 
C i t ie s and  States.

NOW, T H E R E F O R E  BE IT RESOLIED BY T HE C O U N C I L  OF THE CIT Y OF 
WRANGELL, ALASKA, that the A l as ka  Legi sl at ur e is ur ge d to a m e n d  
the law  to c r im in al iz e the act of p o s se ss io n of m a r i j u a n a  in a ny 
a mo un t in the best interests of the public, ex cept as a u t h o r i z e d  
in AS 17.301. Be it further r esolved that copies of this 
R e s o l u t i o n  be fo rw arded to Gove rn o r Steve Cowper, S e n a t or  L l o y d  
Jones, R ep re s e n t a t i v e  Robin T a y lo r and R ep re s e n t a t i v e  J o h n  Sund.

P A S S E D  A ND A P P R O V E D  Fe br ua ry  10____________________________, 1987



KETCHIKAN GATEWAY BOROUGH 
SCHOOL DISTRICT

Darroll Hargraves
ILPUIVTtSOWr

Re so lu t i o n  No. 210 
K e t c h ik a n Gatew ay  B o r ou gh  Schoo l District

A REQUEST F OR C H A N G IN G THE  
S TATE STATUTES TO MAKE THE P O S S E S S I O N  AND USE OF

M A R I J U A N A  ILLEGAL

WHEREAS, the State of Alaska allows legal p r i v at e possession 
and use of marijuana,

WHEREAS, A l a s k a’s present statutes r e g a r d i n g  possession and 
use of ma ri ju an a  appear to be in conflict w i t h  the laws of the 
United States, and

WWRREAR, t h a  p r n h l a m  o f  d>*rig a n d  o l o o h o l ,  aVii.iaa i n  r m r  a r h n n l  a
and our society appears to be on the rise, and

WHEREAS, the Pr e sident of the United States initiated a 
national crusade to coun te r the current d r u g  problem, and

WHEREAS, m a n y  students find easy access to illegal drugs, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  m a r i j u a n a , and

WHEREAS, Alaska statutes present a m i x e d  m e s s a g e  by currently 
allowing the use and p o s s e s s i o n  of mar ij u an a in the home, and

WHEREAS, curr en t res ea rc h  and m e d i c a l  o p i n io n concerning 
marijuana indicates that ma rijuana is h a r m f u l  a-nd does present a 
serious h e a l t h  problem, and

WHEREAS, the u t i l i z a t i o n  of m ar i juana p o s s e s s i o n  in Alaska 
Bends the m e s s a g e  to outside suppliers that Alasks is an open 
state w h i c h  condones the "personal use" of marij ua na , and

WHEREAS, a show of co m mu ni ty  resolve against the-legal 
possession and use of marijuana sends a m e s s a g e  to the state 
legislature and the go ve r n o r ' s  office,

POUCHZ • KETCHIKAN. ALASKA 99001-5026 • (907) Z2S>2118



T HE RE FO RE  BE IT R ESOLVED by the K e t c hi ka n Gate wa y Borough
C o K o o l  D i o ^ i u i o t  t h a t t

1. The School D i s t r i c t  encourages and supports the reinactment 
of statutes w h i c h  will recriminalize the p ossession of 
m a r i j u a n a .

2. The School Dist ri ct  makes this p o s it io n one of public record 
so that all in the community, in o th er  school districts, and 
across the state will understand our po si t i o n  that the 
p resent statutes in Alaska g o v e rn in g m ar ijuana are not in the 
beat inte re st  of its citizens.

3. The School D i s t r ic t requests our legislators, locally and 
across the state, to give the r e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  of marijuana 
immediate at t en ti on  du ring the 1st s e s si on  of the 15th 
legislature so that effective July 1, 1987 the po ss es si o n and 
use of mar ij u an a wi ll  be illegal and ca^ry consequenceSjD

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPT ED  BY THE BO AR D OF E D U C A T I O N  OF THE 
KETCHIKAN G A T E W A Y  BORO UG H SCHOOL D I S T R I C T  OF KETCHIKAN, ALASKA 
THIS    DAY O F  ______________ , 1987.

President of the Board

C l e r k - T r e a s u r e r  of the Board



C i t y  o f  S a x m a n
R t. 2 , Box I 

S a x m a n , A la s k a  9 9 9 0 1  
9 0 7 -2 2 5 -4 1 6 6

C I T Y  O F  SAXMAN 

R E S O L U T I O N  N O .  8 7 - 0 1 - 0 3 0

W H E R E A S ,

W H E R E A S ,

W H E R E A S ,

W H E R E A S ,  

W H E R E A S ,

W H E R E A S ,

W H E R E A S ,

A  R E S O L U T I O N  O F  T H E  C I T Y  O F  S A X M A N ,  A L A S K A ,  S U P P O R T I N G  
R E P E A L  O F  A . S .  1 1 . 7 1 . 0 7 0  A N P  A M E N D M E N T  O F  A . S .
1 1 . 7 1 . 0 6 0 ( a )  T O  M A K E  M A R I J U A N A  I L L E G A L  A N D  E S T A B L I S H I N G  
A N  E F F E C T I V E  D A T E .

A l a s k a  i s  t h e  o n l y  s t a t e  i n  t h e  u n i o n  w i t h  a  p e r m i s s i v e  s t a t u t e  
f o r  p e r s o n a l  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  m a r i j u a n a ;  a n d

f i n d i n g s  o f  l o c a l ,  s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  
m a r i j u a n a  i s  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  t h e  h e a l t h ,  w e l f a r e  a n d  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  
o f  a l l  p e o p l e  a n d  o f  a l l  a g e s ;  a n d

t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t s  o f  o t h e r  s t a t e s  a n d  t h e  U . S .  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  h a v e  
u p h e l d  s t a t e  s t a t u t e s  p r o h i b i t i n g  t h e  u s e  a n d  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  
m a r i j u a n a ;  a n d

c u r r e n t  A l a s k a  s t a t e  s t a t u t e s  a r e  n o t  i n  c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  f e d e r a l  
d r u g  e n f o r c e m e n t  l a w s  c o n t r o l l i n g  d r u g  a b u s e ;  a n d

t h e  c o n f l i c t  b e t w e e n  f e d e r a l  a n d  s t a t e  l a w  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  m a r i j u a n a  
c a u s e s  u n n e c e s s a r y  b a r r i e r s  f o r  l o c a l  p o l i c e  a n d  A l a s k a  S t a t e  

. T r o o p e r s  i n  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  f r o m  d r u g  a b u s e r s ;  a n d

K e t c h i k a n  Y o u t h  S e r v i c e ,  F a m i l i e s  i n  A c t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  c o n c e r n e d  
l o c a l  c i t i z e n s  h a v e  e x p r e s s e d  c o n c e r n  o v e r  t h e  d r u g  a b u s e  p r o b l e m  
i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ;  a n d

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  s i x t y  ( 6 0 )  A l a s k a  h i g h  s c h o o l s  a t  t h e  A l a s k a  
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S c h o o l  G o v e r n m e n t s '  ' A n n u a l  F a l l  C o n f e r e n c e  h e l d  o n  
O c t o b e r  1 8 ,  1 9 8 6 ,  u n a n i m o u s l y  p a s s e d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  r e p e a l  t h e  
c u r r e n t  m a r i j u a n a  l a w  a n d  m a k e  t h e  d r u g  i n  a l l  i t s  f o r m s  i l l e g a l  
i n  A l a s k a .
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G r e a te r  F a i r b a n k s

First National Center

1 C h a m b e r o f  C o m m e r c e

709  Second Avenue (9 0 7 ) -152-1105 Fairbanks. Alaska 99707

RESOLUTION # 1 4 - 0 3 8 8  
RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE RECRIMINALIZATION OF MARIJUANA

WHEREAS, A la s k a  i s  t h e  o n l y  s t a t e  t h a t  has  l e g a l i z e d  th e  use 
o f  m a r i j u a n a  and l i k e w i s e  has th e  h i g h e s t  r a t e  o f  
s u b s t a n c e  abuse i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  and

WHEREAS, r e s e a r c h  shows r e g u l a r  m a r i j u a n a  use  p r o d u c e s  d rug  
dependency and i s  a t r a n s i t i o n a l  d rug  l e a d i n g  t o  
e s c a l a t e d  use o f  many d r u g s ,  and

WHEREAS, r e s e a r c h  shows m a r i j u a n a  b u i l d s  up and i s  s t o r e d  i n  
th e  body p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  b r a i n ,  i t  p r o d u ce s  a 
l e v e l  o f  c o n t i n u a l  s e d a t i o n ,  weakens the  
m o t i v a t i o n a l  c e n t e r  o f  th e  b r a i n  and r e s u l t s  i n  
pe rmanen t  damage, and

WHEREAS, r e s e a r c h  shows t h e r e  i s  an " i n s t a n t  i n t o x i c a t i o n "  
e f f e c t  p roduced  by m a r i j u a n a  mak ing i t  i n s t a n t l y  
h a z a rd o u s  t o  o t h e r s ,  and

WHEREAS, s t a t i s t i c s  show t h a t  y o u t h  ( a g e  1 2 - 1 7 )  i n  A la s k a  
use m a r i j u a n a  a t  a 4 7 . 4  %  r a t e  compared t o  th e  
n a t i o n a l  a v e r a g e  o f  2 6 . 7  ( 1 . 8  to  1 )  and 1 6 . 6  %  o f  
A la s k a  y ou th  ( a g e  1 2 - 1 7 )  use c o c a i n e  compared t o  
n a t i o n a l  a v e r a g e  o f  6 . 5  ( 2 . 6  t o  1 )  p r o d u c in g  a h igh  
p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  1 i n  4 m a r i j u a n a  u s e r s  t r a n s i t i o n  
t o  c o c a i n e ,  and

WHEREAS, l e g a l i z a t i o n  o f  m a r i j u a n a  c o n t r a d i c t s  e d u c a t i o n
a g a i n s t  d rug  use b ec au se  i t  sends  mixed s i g n a l s  t o  
y o u t h ;  w h i l e  we " s a y  n o " ,  " a d u l t s  u se "  so the  
t r i c k l e  down e f f e c t  and i t s  t r a g i c  im pac t  i s  c l e a r ,  
and

WHEREAS, G o v e rn o r  Cowper i s  on r e c o r d ,  a c kn ow le d g in g  "we
made a m is t a k e  when we changed t h e  law i n  1 9 7 6  so 
as  t o  d e c r im i n a l i z e  th e  use o f  m a r i j u a n a " ,  and 
now s u p p o r t s  r e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  w i t h i n  c o n s t i t u t i ­
o n a l  c o n s t r a i n t s ,  and

WHEREAS, L t .  G o ve rn o r  McAlpine i s  on r e c o r d  t h a t  th e  t ime 
has come t o  change t h e  law ,  and



Please Post

F A I R B A N K S  N O R T H  S T A R  B O R O U G H  B O A R D  O F  E D U C A T I O N  

R e s o l u t i o n  1 8 9

A R e s o l u t i o n  R e q u e s t i n g  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  t o  T a k e  A c t i o n  t o  C h a n g e  t h e  
L a w s  R e l a t i n g  t o  P o s s e s s i o n  a n d  U s e  o f  M a r i j u a n a

W h e r e a s ,  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  p r e s e n t l y  h a s  l a w s  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  
a n d  u s e  o f  m a r i j u a n a  w h i c h  a r e  i n  d i r e c t  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  l a w s  o f  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r e a t i e s ,  a n d

W h e r e a s ,  t h e  m e d i c a l  f a c t s  c o n c e r n i n g  m a r i j u a n a  h a v e  e x p a n d e d  a n d  now s h o w  
t h a t  m a r i j u a n a  i s  h a r m f u l  a n d  i s  a s e r i o u s  h e a l t h  p r o b l e m ,  a n d

W h e r e a s ,  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  s e n d s  a h a r m f u l  a n d  m i x e d  m e s s a g e  t o  t h e  y o u t h  
o f  o u r  S t a t e  b y  h a v i n g  a l a w  w h i c h  a l l o w s  t h e  u s e  a n d  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  
m a r i j u a n a  i n  t h e  h o m e ,  a n d

W h e r e a s ,  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  d r u g  a n d  a l c o h o l  a b u s e  b y  o u r  s o c i e t y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
b y  t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  i s  r i s i n g ,  a n d

W h e r e a s ,  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S t u d e n t  G o v e r n m e n t s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  n e x t  
g e n e r a t i o n  o f  A l a s k a n s ,  u n a n i m o u s l y  p a s s e d  a r e s o l u t i o n  b y  6 0  A l a s k a n  h i g h  
s c h o o l s  r e c o m m e n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  c u r r e n t  l a w  l e g a l i z i n g  m a r i j u a n a  b e  
r e p e a l e d ,  a n d

N o w ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  b e  i t  r e s o l v e d  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  N o r t h  S t a r  B o r o u g h  S c h o o l  
D i s t r i c t  B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n  r e s o l v e s  t h a t  t h e  G o v e r n o r  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
A l a s k a ,  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  a r e  
p e t i t i o n e d  t o  t a k e  i m m e d i a t e  s t e p s  t o  r e p e a l  s t a t u t o r y  a n d  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
p r o t e c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  u s e  a n d  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  m a r i j u a n a  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  
i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o m o t e  t h e  g e n e r a l  h e a l t h ,  w e l f a r e ,  a n d  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  o f  
c i t i z e n s  o f  A l a s k a .

A t t e s t :

K a t h y  H o d g e s  J  
S e c r e t a r y
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RESOLUTION NO. 81-038

Ed Unkous 
Chris Birch 

J .B .  Carnahan 
Joe R yan  

d: 03/10/11
03/10/18 .

| i  -

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE STATE OF ALASKA TO TAKE 
ACTION TO CHANCE THE LAWS RELATING TO POSSESSION 

AND USE OF MARIJUANA

WHEREAS, the Stata of Alaska prasantly  has laws governing the 
possession and use of marijuana which are in direct conflict with the laws 
of the United States and International Treaties, and

WHEREAS, the medical facts concerning marijuana have expanded 
and now show that marijuana Is more harmful and Is a serious health 
problem, and

WHEREAS, the State of Alaska sends a harmful and mixed 
message to the youth of our State by having a law which allows the use 
and possession of marijuana in the home, and

WHEREAS, the problem of d rug  and alcohol abuse by our 
society, particularly by the ch ild ren , is rising, and

WHEREAS, the Association of Student Governments, rep resen t in g .
the next generation of Alaskans, unanimously passed a resolution by 60 
Alaskan high schools recommending th a t  the cu rren t  law legalizing 
marijuana be repealed, and I

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the Fairbanks North S tar 
Borough resolves that the Covernor of the State of Alaska, the Alaska 
State Legislature, and the Alaska Supreme Court are petitioned to take 
immediate steps to repeal s ta tu to ry  and constitutional protections for the 
use and possession of marijuana in the State of Alaska in order to 
promote the general health, welfare, and public safety of citizens of 
Alaska.

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 10TH DAY OF MARCH, 1988.

A TTEST :



Introduced by: C ity  Council
Date: March 7, 1988

RESOLUTION NO. 2947
A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE STATE OF ALASKA 
TO TAKE ACTION TO CHANGE THE LAWS RELATING
TO POSSESSION AND USE OF MARIJUANA

WHEREAS, the S ta te  o f  A laska p re s e n t ly  has laws governing the
possess ion  and use o f  mari juana which are in  d i r e c t  c o n f l i c t  with the
laws o f  the United S ta tes  and In t e r n a t i o n a l  T re a t ie s ,  and

WHEREAS, the medical fa c t s  concerning mari juana have expanded 
and now show that mari juana i s  more harm fu l and i s  a se r io u s  h ea lth
prob lem , and

WHEREAS, the S ta te  o f  A laska sends a harm fu l and mixed message 
to the youth o f  our S ta te  by having a law which a l low s  the use and
possess ion  o f  mari juana in  the home, and

WHEREAS, the problem o f  drug and a lc o h o l abuse by our s o c ie ty ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  by the c h i ld re n ,  i s  r i s i n g ,  and

WHEREAS, the A ssoc ia t ion  o f  Student Governments, rep resen t ing  
the next gene ra t ion  o f  A laskans , unanimously passed a r e s o lu t i o n  by 60 
Alaskan high schoo ls  recommending tha t the cu rren t law le g a l i z i n g
mari juana be rep ea led , and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF FAIRBANKS, ALASKA, tha t  the Governor o f  the S ta te  o f  A laska , the
A laska S ta te  L e g is la tu r e ,  and the A laska Supreme Court a re  p e t i t io n e d  to 
take immediate steps to rep ea l s ta tu t o r y  and c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p ro te c t io n s  
f o r  the use and possess ion  o f  mari juana in  the S ta te  o f  A laska in  o rde r 
to promote the gene ra l h e a l th ,  w e l fa r e ,  and pub lic  s a fe t y  o f  c i t i z e n s  o f  
A laska .
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PASSED and APPROVED th i s  7th day o f  March, 1988.

ATTEST:
/

C jUuwks- 
CARMA B. ROBERSON, C ity  C le rk



—  P o s i t i o n  S t a t e m e n t  —

A L A S K A  C H I E F S  O F  P O L I C E  A S S O C I A T I O N  

A L A S K A  P E A C E  O F F I C E R S  A S S O C I A T I O N  

F B I  N A T I O N A L  A C A D E M Y  A S S O C I A T E S

C o n c e r n i n g  L e g i s l a t i v e  P r o p o s a l s

before the

F i f t e e n t h  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e
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We cons ide r the c o n t ra d ic t io n  o f  f e d e r a l  and s ta te  law regard ing 
m ari juana , the in c re a s in g ly  e f f e c t i v e  h ea lth  campaigns aga in s t smoking, and 
the p u b l ic 's  proclaimed respect f o r  the law to  be sending mixed s ig n a ls  to our 
youth . E i th e r  s o c ie ty  condones drug use and smoking o r i t  does no t . Our 
c o l l e c t i v e  p o s i t io n  shou ld be c le a r  to  everyone, but p a r t i c u la r l y  to  our young 
peop le .

The Ravin d e c is io n ,  which le d  to the law le g a l i z i n g  the possession o f  
sm a ll amounts o f  mari juana was based in  p a r t  upon the f in d in g  tha t the s ta te  
cou ld show no c le a r  and conv inc i-g  pub lic  need to  ban mari juana . Since then, 
more and more s tu d ie s  from around the country  show inc reas ing  concern about 
the h ea lth  aspects o f  smoking in  gene ra l and marijuana in  p a r t i c u la r .  We 
b e lie v e  tha t a c le a r  and convincing argument can now be made to  support a bam. 
upon marijuana_uae_.------------------   ' -

Our th ree  o rg a n iz a t io n s  know o f  no p o l ic e  department tha t would undertake 
an in te n s iv e  enforcement e f f o r t  aga in s t persons possessing sm a ll amounts o f  
m ari ju ana , i f  possess ion  would be r e c r im in a l iz e d .  F ra n k ly ,  the re  a re  more 
u rgent needs to  be addressed . T h e re fo re , we would support a c i t a t i o n ,  m a i l - in  
b a i l  approach, as i s  now used f o r  most t r a f f i c  i n f r a c t i o n s .  The APOA i s  more 
in te re s te d  in  cons is tency  o f  our law s, and sending a c le a r  message about 
mari juana to  our you th , r a th e r  than a harsh enforcement program.
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A m e r i c a n  C i v i l  L i b e r t i e s  U n i o n

A la s k a  C ivil L ib e r t i e s  U n io n -L e g is la t iv e  Com mittee-217 Second S t.  #2Q4-Juneau, A laska  99801

AC LU  P O S IT IO N  ON M A R IJU A N A  
AND T H E  R IG H T  TO PRIV ACY

The Alaska C iv il  L ibe r t ie s  U nion  is the  local a f f i l i a te  o f  the A m erican  C iv il  L iberties  
Union, represen ting  ap p ro x im a te ly  900 m em bers in  Alaska. T h e  A C L U  opposes proposed 
legislation to rec r im ina l ize  the  personal possession an d  consum ption  o f  m ar i ju an a .

The use o f  m a r i ju a n a  involves pro tec ted  consti tu t iona l  r igh ts ,  inc lud ing  the  r igh t  to 
p rivacy  which is exp lic i t ly  g u a ra n tee d  in  A r t ic le  I, Section 2.2 o f  the  A laska  C onstitu tion . 
In trusion by governm en t on such  a cons ti tu t iona l ly  pro tec ted  ac t  places a  b u rd e n  o f  
ju s t i f ica t ion  upon governm en t. T h a t  b u rden  has no t been m et w ith  respect to f ed e ra l  and  state 
laws tha t  impose pena lt ies  on  the  use and  possession o f  persona l use qu a n ti t ie s  o f  m arijuana .

ACLU opposes the  d e f in i t io n  o f  behav io r  as c r im ina l  w hen  such  behav io r ,  engaged in 
e ither  alone or w i th  o th e r  consen ting  adults , docs no t in  a n d  o f  i ts e lf  h a rm  a n o th e r  person or 
force ano ther  person to ac t  u n w il l ing ly  in  any  w ay. P r iva te  personal possession and  
consumption o f -m a r i ju a n a .fa l ls  w i th iu  this p ro tec ted  sphere  o f  p r iv a te  personal ac tiv ity .

T he showings o f  governm en t  in te res t  in  regu la ting  m a r i ju a n a  use, upon  w hich  the 
proposed legislation rests, a rc  ncithci c lear  no r  conclusive, as the  A laska  Suprem e C our t  has 
ru led  in the case o f  R av in  v. State. The p resen t s ta te  o f  s c ie n t if ic  know ledge fu l ly  supports  the 
ra tionale  o f  the R a v in  decision; there  have  been no sc ien t if ic  developm ents  s ince R av in  which, 
would change the  co n s t i tu t io n a l  basis fo r  th a t  decision. T h e  m ed ical  f in d in g s  con ta ined  in  HB 
55 and  SB 32 a re  in n a c u ra tc ,  selective, an d  m isleading. T he  sen tences  o f  im prisonm en t and 
large fines called f o r  u n d e r  the  proposed leg is la t ion  a re  excessive a n d  u n co n s ti tu t io n a l  
in terventions  in to  personal a n d  p r iv a te  rights.

The sale o f  m a r i ju a n a  to  adu lts  over 18 shou ld  not be sub jec t  to c r im in a l  penalties. 
However, reasonable  reg u la tio n  an d  taxa t ion  o f  th e  sale o f  m a r i ju a n a  does not in  an d  o f  i tse lf  
constitute a v io la tion  o f  c iv il  liberties . A C L U  s trong ly  supports  e d u ca t io n a l  e f fo r ts  a im ed at 
teaching all persons, and  in  p a r t ic u la r  minors, a b o u t  the dangers  o f  d rug  use a n d  abuse.

The A C LU  opposes law s w hich  c r im ina lize  the  possession, use and  sale o f  m ar i juana , for 
these reasons:

1. They  impose a rb i t r a ry ,  o f ten  harsh , an d  cruel penalt ies  f o r  p r iva te  c onduc t  fo r  which 
no c rim inal pena lty  a t  all is app rop ria te .

2. T hey  impose all o f  the  hardsh ips  o f  a n  a rres t,  and  a r re s t  record , and  o f te n  a prison 
term  on otherwise  law -ab id ing  young  people.

3. They a re  se lec tive ly  enforced .
4. T he ir  en fo rc e m e n t  relies on e n trap m en t ,  illegal searches, a n d  o th e r  police conduct 

which violates c iv il  l i b e r t i e s . '
5. They  encourage  police  co rrup tion .
6. They  d iv e r t  law e n fo rcem en t  m oney a n d  m anpow er f ro m  the  e n fo rcem en t  o f  laws 

against serious crimes.
7. They  engender  c o n tem p t fo r  the law.
8. They  in te r fe re  w ith  honest e f fo r ts  to educa te  young people abou t  the  dangers  o f  drug 

use and to com bat the  problem s o f  d rug  abuse.
ACLU urges the  d e fe a t  o f  legislation w h ich  would impose c r im ina l  pena lt ies  fo r  the  use 

or possession o f  m ar i ju an a .
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A m e r i c a n  C i v i l  L i b e r t i e s  U n i o n

A l a s k a  C ivil L i b e r t i e s  U n io n -L e g is la t iv e  Com mittee-217 Second St. #204 -Juneau , A lask a  99801

A pril  7, 1987

Mr. C arl  Sampson 
Ju n e au  E m pire  
3100 C hanne l  D rive  
Juneau , A laska  S9801

Dear Carl:

I am  w r i t in g  on b eh a lf  o f  the-A laska  Civil L iberties  U n ion  to correc t some of 
the m is in fo rm a t io n  w hich  has been c ircu la t ing  on the m ar i ju a n a  
rec r im in a l iz a t io n  issue. T he  p roponents  o f  rec r im ina l iza tion  selectively  
m isrepresen t the  sc ien t if ic  ev idence  in o rder  to ju s t i fy  in t ru d in g  on the  p r iva te ,  
personal b eh av io r  o f  o thers  w hich  they  f in d  morally  d isagreeable . T he  A C L U  
does not condone  or encourage  use o f  m arijuana . How ever, we do believe th a t  in 
a d d it io n  to being u n cons ti tu t iona l ,  the  e f fo r t  to pu t people in  ja i l  fo r  sm oking  it 
is m isguided  social policy  o f  the  w orst kind. Most d istressingly , we a re  appa lled  
th a t  c e r ta in  legisla tors  w ho support  rec r im ina liza tion  a re  w illing  to d is to r t  the 
m edical ev idence  to suppo rt  th e ir  v iew point. I quote f ro m  a m em orandum  da ted  
F e b ru a ry  27, 1987, p repa red  by the House R esearch  Agency in  response to a 
request by R e p re se n ta t iv e  T e r ry  M artin :

"You t iked  us to su b s tan t ia te  the f ind ings  on m ar i ju a n a  inc luded  in
House Bill 55. . .  . As vou requested. T have not included  any research
which d ispu tes  the  f ind ings  set out in the bill."

The p roponen ts  o f  rec r im in a l iz a t io n  a re  not in terested  in the  facts. 
R e p resen ta t ive  M art in  decided  w h a t  he w anted  to hear, and  then  in s t ru c te d  his 
s ta f f  to ignore the overw helm ing  body o f  research th a t  re fu tes  the "find ings"  
con ta ined  in his rec r im in a l iz a t io n  legislation. He did so because he know s th a t  
i f  the  s c ie n t if ic  ev idence  on m ar i ju an a  is fu l ly  a ired , his "findings" will be 
laughed  ou t o f  the  leg isla ture . U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  in the p reva i l ing  c lim ate  o f  an ti-  
d rug  hys te r ia ,  there  a rc  few  people w illing to challenge these resu l t-o r ien ted  
m issta tem ents. We should  a t  least to be able to rely on ou r  legislators to sponsor 
in fo rm ed  d e b a te  on the issue; instead  R epresen ta tive  M artin , Senato r  Paul 
F ischer, and  o thers  pe rp e tu a te  a "R eefer  Madness" m en ta li ty  th a t  has been 
d isc red ited  s ince  the 1950’s. While space here docs not pe rm it  complete analysis  
o f  every  m edical  issue, each  o f  the  "findings" con ta ined  in  the  proposed 
rec r im in a l iz a t io n  leg isla tion  is a serious d istortion  o f  the  m edical record. H ere  
a rc  a few  exam ples  o f  the  way m ar i ju an a  has been tu rned  in to  a po lit ica l  soap 
box a t  the  expense  o f  the  t ru th :  ■

One o f  the comm on erroneous  assum ptions was stated in a recen t le t te r  to the  
ed ito r  as follows: "the potency  o f  m ar i ju a n a  street samples has increased  seven



times s ince  1975". The p roponen ts  of ja i ling  people for smoking m ar i ju a n a  have 
been using this a rgum en t fo r  years, as i f  to suggest tha t  m ar i ju an a  is seven times 
more dange rous  now than  it used to be. This is logically absurd . As with 
alcohol, consum ers  com pensate  fo r  h igher  potency by consum ing sm alle r  amounts. 
Anyone w ho  counsels alcoholics  will con firm  tha t  beer is no less dangerous than 
w hiskey s im ply  because it  has a lower alcohol content. Th is  assum ption  is also 
incorrec t  f a c tu a l ly ;  in 1986 the New Y ork Times published the results  of a 
survey show ing  th a t  m ar i ju a n a  had  increased to an average  potency o f  3.5%
THC. H ow ever, in  1980 the sam e new spaper had sta ted  th a t  the average  potency 
was 4%. I f  the  New York Times is to be believed, the average  po tency  of 
m ar i ju an a  on the s tree t  has ac tu a l ly  decreased since 1980. This  f ac t  is tied in 
w ith  a n o th e r  m isrep resen ta tion  foste red  by proponents, the  "m arijuana  overdose". 
In this respect, m a r i ju a n a  is m uch more benign than  whiskey. T he  m edical 
l i te ra tu re  co n ta in s  no reports  o f  d e a th  by m arijuana  consum ption; th e  same 
ce rta in ly  c a n n o t  be said fo r  alcohol overdoses.

P roponents  o f  rec r im in a l iza tio n  c la im  th a t  "ten to th ir ty  percen t o f  the TH C  
consumed rem ains  in  the b ra in  an d  the body’s fa t ty  tissues up to th i r ty  days." 
and tha t  " this accum ula tion  destroys body cells." This s ta tem en t  is un true .  What 
rem ains in  the  body a re  trace am oun ts  o f  non-psychoactive m etabolites , p r im ari ly  
9-carboxy-T H C . These substances do s tay  in the body fo r  up to th i r ty  days, bu t 
there  is no s c ie n t if ic  ev idence th a t  they a re  m edically  h a rm fu l  in a n y  respect.

It is c la im ed  th a t  m ar i ju a n a  causes sch izophrenia , illusions, an d  ha lluc ina tions ,  
and blocks sen s i t iv i ty  to body signals  such as pain. T h e re  is no c lin ica l  ev idence 
tha t  m a r i ju a n a  causes sch izophren ia . T he  N ational A cadem y of Sciences found  
th a t  d rug  abuse  was more o f ten  th an  not a symptom ra th e r  than  a cause of 
m ental problem s. Illusions and  ha lluc ina t ions  are often  sub jec tive  phenom ena 
in fluenced  by an  in d iv id u a l ’s m en ta l  s ta te  and the power o f  suggestion. 
In d iv id u a ls  susceptib le  to b reaks w ith  rea lity  will com pound the ir  m enta l  
problems w i th  the use of alcohol, m ar i ju an a , or many o th e r  drugs. M ari juana  
users do ex p e r ien c e  an  a lte ra t ion  o f  the ir  space and  tim e percep tion , as well as 
an e n h an cem en t  o f  colors. These e ffec ts ,  together w ith  im pa irm en t  o f  motor 
c oo rd ina tion , a rc  w hy m ar i juana  should  not be used while d r iv in g  o r  opera ting  
m achinery . H ow ever, to call these e f fe c ts  "hallucinations" is u n t ru th fu l .  
"H allucinate" m eans to see som eth ing  th a t  is not there. People who take  LSD 
ha lluc ina te .  People undergo ing  alcohol de tox if ica tion  ha lluc ina te .  M ari ju an a  
users do not ha lluc ina te .  Even the  R eagan  ad m in is t ra t io n ’s N a tio n a l  In s t i tu te  on 
D rug A buse has never  made this claim . M arijuana  does show a g rea t  deal o f  
promise as a low-level pa in  killer . H ow ever, a su f f ic ie n t  dose to r e n d e r  the  body 
oblivious to pa in  also puts the  in d iv id u a l  to sleep; this presents  no dan g e r  to 
society or th e  ind iv idua l .

P roponents  o f  rec r im ina l iza tion  c la im  th a t  m arijuana  e f fe c ts  the horm ones th a t  
control h u m a n  sexual func t ion , developm ent, and fe r t i l i ty .  These s ta tem en ts  are 
also ex trem e ly  m isleading. T he  sc ie n t if ic  com m unity  knows o f  no ac tu a l  or 
suspected cases o f  m arijuana-caused  genetic  defects or chrom osom al damage.
This was a f f i rm e d  by the N a tiona l  A cadem y of Sciences in  its com prehensive  
report  on m a r i ju a n a  use in the  U n i ted  States. It is true th a t  heavy  m ar i ju an a  
smoking m ay  resu lt  in a sm aller  b i r th  w eigh t (although in  the  a llow able  range), 
com parable  to babies of mothers who consume nicotine or a lcohol d u r in g  
p regnancy. T h a t  is why physic ians cau tion  pregnant women aga ins t  using 
m ari juana , a lcohol, tobacco, or an y  o ther  d rug  during  gesta tion. L ab o ra to ry  tests 
ind ica te  th a t  in massive doses, T H C  e ffec ts  the p roduction  o f  the eggs, sperm,



and sexual hormones of ra ts  and o ther  anim als. This  is o f ten  c ited  as ev idence  
that TH C  may reduce the chances o f  hum an  conception. How ever, even i f  one 
accepts the questionable  premise tha t  a lower rate  o f  concep tion  is bad, the 
e ffec ts  o f  m ari juana  use on hum an  fe r t i l i ty  appear  to be negligible, as millions 
o f  m ari juana  smoking paren ts  can a f f i rm .

As a f in a l  example, proponents  urge rec r im ina l iza tion  because m ar i ju a n a  im pairs  
short  term  memory, a lte rs  sense o f  time, and  reduces a b i l i ty  to pe rfo rm  tasks 
req u ir in g  coord ina tion  or sw if t  reactions. O f  course i t  does. T h a t  is w hy  people 
smoke it, ju s t  as people consume alcohol fo r  the  same reasons. T h a t  is also why 
it is illegal to d r ive  while u n d e r  the in f lu en ce  o f  m ar i ju a n a ,  and  w hy  responsible 
adu lts  con f ine  use to sa fe  s itua tions , ju s t  as they  do w ith  alcohol. I suggest tha t  
anyone who seeks re laxa t ion  w ith  alcohol is a hypocrite  i f  he  or she a rgues  th a t  
m ar i ju a n a  should be banned  fo r  o f fe r in g  the same benefits .  M ari juana  
in to x if ic a t io n  does in te r fe re  w ith  lea rn ing  ab i l i ty  in  m uch the same w ay as 
alcohol, how ever the  sc ien tif ic  ev idence  dem onstra tes  th a t  there  is no long term  
e f fe c t  lasting beyond the p a r t icu la r  inc iden t o f  in to x if ica t io n .  In o ther  words, 
this e f fe c t  wears o f f  w ith in  two or th ree  hours o f  ingestion. One dan g e r  o f  
teenage m ar i juana  use is th a t  m any teens a re  prone to mix re lax a t io n  and  
s tudy ing , m eaning they th in k  tha t  they  a re  ab le  to s tu d y  a f t e r  hav ing  consum ed 
m ar i ju a n a  or beer. This  is an  im p o r tan t  reason to d e te r  adolescents  f ro m  
m ar i ju a n a  and  alcohol use.

It is also w hy  legalizing m ar i ju an a  fo r  adu lts ,  and  e s tab l ish ing  con tro l lab le  
sources o f  supply, makes sense: it  would allow  au th o r i t ie s  to e l im ina te  the  black 
m arketeers  who a re  willing  to sell to youngsters. I t  is w o r th  noting  tha t ,  
a lthough  it is illegal to sell m ar i ju an a  to minors, most youngsters  rep o r t  th a t  it is 
easier to ob ta in  m ar i ju an a  a round  school th an  alcohol. T h e  ex is ting  pena lt ies  fo r  
selling to m inors a re  subs tan t ia l ly  s t i f f e r  than  those proposed  fo r  sim ple 
possession, and  yet we have not m anaged  to s top  the t r a f f i c  because o f  the 
subs tan t ia l  p ro f i t  m otive fo r  sellers. We have know n since the the 1920’s th a t  
p roh ib i tion  does not work; i f  any th ing , it  only  makes the  p ro h ib i ted  substance  
cheaper, less safe, and  easier to obtain . Why c a n ’t we seem to learn  tha t?  A 
recent s tu d y  conducted  by the N e the rlands  M in is try  o f  W elfare, H ea lth  and  
C u ltu ra l  A f fa i r s  docum ented  a decrease in adolescent use o f  m ar i ju a n a  fo llow ing  
a d e c r im ina liza t ion  plan  w hich  allowed purchase  o f  jo in ts  in  cafes an d  youth  
clubs. Likewise, Dr. William J. K in n a rd ,  Jr., Dean o f  the  U n iv e rs i ty  o f  M ary land  
School o f  Pharm acology, recently  advoca ted  strong  cons ide ra t ion  o f  the  fu ll  
legalization o f  m ar i ju an a  in a paper  pub lished  by the W ashington Post’s Health  
Section, on O ctober 14, 1986. We agree w ith  Dr. K in n a r d ’s conclusions th a t

"Serious considera tion  should be given to the  f u r th e r  dec r im in a l iz a t io n  or 
even legalization o f  m arijuana . Legal control o f  m ar i ju a n a  is a lm ost 
impossible, and  our lim ited  resources should  be d irec ted  to the  con tro l  o f  
the more toxic  ill ic it  substances. While there  have  been cla im s th a t  the 
use o f  m ar i ju an a  leads to the use o f  more po ten t  substances, th a t  has not 
been substan tia ted .  Just  as in the case o f  alcohol, the  in d iv id u a l ’s r igh t  o f  
use in  p r iva te  should be allowed, b u t  d rug -re la ted  pub lic  ac tions , such as 
im pa ired  d r iv ing , severely penalized.

Incre ised  taxes on social drugs-alcohol, tobacco, and m ar i ju a n a -  
would d irec tly  support an expanded  N a tiona l  In s t i tu te  o f  D rug  Abuse."

In the c u rre n t  economic crisis in Alaska, it  is m isguided id iocy  to c re a te  a whole 
new and  very  large class of crim inals , who will need pub lic  de fende rs ,  cou rt



time, an d  jail beds, instead of devoting our resources to effective educational

efforts.

Teenagers recognize hypocrisy. H ypocrisy  in the  law prom otes d isrespect and  
encourages v iolations. It is und ispu ted  th a t  alcohol and  tobacco are  f a r  m ore 
dangerous f rom  a hea lth  and  sa fe ty  s tan d p o in t  than m ar i ju an a .  Teenagers  
logically and  correc tly  conclude  th a t  our  society s im ply doesn ’t know w h a t  it is 
doing when it comes to d ru g  en fo rcem en t,  and  they tend no t to pay a t te n t io n  to 
any  laws regard ing  d rug  use. It would be f a r  be tter  to teach  our ch ild ren  skills 
fo r  responsible a d u l t  choice, and  to dem onstra te  to them  th a t  society is capab le  
of ra t ional  and  consistent policym aking . Teens would be more inclined  to fo llow  
the law i f  i t  m ade sense.

Advocates o f  the  rec r im ina l iza tion  o f  m ar i ju an a  are  p roposing  to take  a w a y  a 
valuable  r ig h t  f ro m  every  A laskan  adu lt .  I am not r e fe r r in g  to a "righ t to 
consume m arijuana ."  T hey  a re  proposing to take  aw ay  o u r  r ig h t  to be le f t  a lone 
to do .s we please in our own homes, so long as we do not ha rm  anyone else in 
the process. T hey  a re  try ing  to take  aw ay  our  r igh t to m ake  our own choices.

The ACLU does not advocate  the use o f  m ar i juana  or a o y  o th e r  drug , an d  we 
pa r t icu la r ly  d iscourage  the use o f  drugs by teenagers. We m ust u n d e r ta k e  
educationa l program s th a t  com bat d rug  abuse in all sectors o f  society. A t the 
same time, we also believe th a t  ou r  coun try  was bu ilt  on a fo u n d a t io n  th a t  
values in d iv id u a l  l ibe r ty  above all else. An im p o r ta n t  com ponent o f  th a t  l ib e r ty  
is the sanc t i ty  o f  o u r  p r iva te  lives, and the  priv ilege o f  m aking  choices abou t  
how to live our  lives, r a th e r  th an  having  the governm en t m ake  choices fo r  us.
As the price o f  keeping those righ ts  o f  personal p r ivacy  a n d  au tonom y, we 
assume an ob liga tion  to educate  ourselves and  our ch ild ren  to  m ake responsible  
choices, inc lud ing  choices abou t w ha t  substances to pu t in to  our bodies. T he  
m isrepresenta tion  o f  the m edical ev idence engaged in by the  p roponents  of 
recr im ina liza tion  seriously in te r fe re s  w ith  ou r  a b il i ty  to m ake responsible 
choices. We must not let a vocal group o f  zealots impose th e i r  own m oral, 
religious, or social view points  on us by prom oting  h a lf  t ru th s  and  d is to r t ions  o f  
the facts, w h e th e r  i t  concerns p r iv a te  sexual conduct,  choice  o f  read ing  m ate ria l,  
religious observance, use o f  m ar i ju an a ,  or an y  o ther  subject.

As a previous w r i te r  pointed  out, you m ay use the te lephone to express you r  
views on the rec r im ina liza tion  o f  m ar i juana ;  call 465-4648 to leave a pub lic  
opinion message w ith  your legislator. You do not need to be a m ar i ju a n a  sm oker 
fo r  this to be an  im portan t  issue to you. You only need to believe in j o u r  r igh t 
to make your own choices. I f  you believe th a t  the s ta te  should  not p u t  people in 
jail  for ac tiv it ies  th a t  they m ay choose to engage in in the p r ivacy  o f  th e ir  own 
homes, you should oppose the e f fo r t  to recrim ina lize  m ar i juana .

Paul H. G rant

Alaska Civil Liberties U n i o n
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Teenagers recognize hypocrisy. H ypocrisy  in the law promotes disrespect and  
encourages v iolations. It is und ispu ted  tha t  alcohol and tobacco are f a r  more 
dangerous from  a health  and  sa fe ty  s tan d p o in t  than m ari juana . Teenagers 
logically and co rrec tly  conclude  th a t  our society sim ply doesn ’t know w ha t  it  is 
doing when it comes to d ru g  en fo rcem en t,  an d  they tend not to pay a t te n t io n  to 
any  laws regard ing  d rug  use. It would  be f a r  be tter  to teach  our ch ild ren  skills 
fo r  responsible a d u l t  choice, and  to dem onstra te  to them th a t  society is capable  
o f  rational and consis ten t  policym aking . Teens would be more inclined to follow 
the law i f  it m ade  sense.

Advocates of the rec r im in a l iz a t io n  o f  m ar i ju a n a  are  proposing to take  aw ay  a 
valuable  right f ro m  every  A laskan  adu lt .  I am not re fe r r in g  to a "right to 
consume m arijuana."  They  are  proposing  to take  aw ay our  r igh t  to be le f t  alone 
to do as we please in  our  own homes, so long as we do not harm  anyone else in 
the process. T hey  a re  try ing  to take  aw ay  our r igh t to m ake our own choices.

T he  ACLU does n o t  advocate  the  use o f  m ar i ju an a  or any o ther  drug, and  we 
part icu la r ly  d iscourage  the  use o f  d rugs  by teenagers. We m ust undertake  
educational program s th a t  com bat d ru g  abuse in all sectors o f  society. At the 
same time, we also believe th a t  ou r  co u n try  was built  on a fou n d a tio n  th a t  
values ind iv idual l ib e r ty  above all  else. An im p o r tan t  com ponent o f  th a t  l iberty  
is the sanctity  o f  o u r  p r iv a te  lives, and  the priv ilege of m aking  choices abou t 
how to live our lives, r a th e r  th an  hav ing  the governm ent m ake choices fo r  us.
As the price of keeping  those righ ts  o f  personal privacy an d  autonom y, we 
assume an ob liga tion  to educa te  ourselves and  our ch ild ren  to  make responsible 
choices, including choices abou t  w ha t  substances to pu t in to  our bodies. The 
m isrepresentation o f  the m edical ev idence  engaged in by the  proponents of 
recrim inaliza tion  seriously  in te r fe re s  w ith  our  ab il i ty  to m ake responsible 
choices. We must n o t  let a vocal group  o f  zealots impose th e ir  own moral, 
religious, or social v iew po in ts  on us by p rom oting  h a lf  t ru th s  and d isto rtions  of 
the facts, w hether i t  concerns p r iv a te  sexual conduct, choice o f  reading m ateria l,  
religious observance, use o f  m ar i ju a n a ,  or an y  o ther  subject.

As a previous w r i te r  po in ted  out, you m ay use the telephone to express your 
views on the rec r im ina l iza tion  o f  m ar i ju an a ;  call 465-4648 to leave a public  
opinion message w ith  your legislator. You do not need to be a m ari juana  smoker 
for this to be an im p o r ta n t  issue to you. You only need to believe in you r  r igh t 
to make your own choices. I f  you believe th a t  the s ta te  should  not pu t people in 
jail for activ ities  th a t  they  m ay choose to engage in in the privacy  o f  th e ir  own 
homes, you should oppose the e f fo r t  to recrim ina lize  m arijuana .

time, and jail beds, instead of devoting our resources to effective educational

efforts.

Paul H. Grant

Alaska Civil Liberties U n i o n



T h.iv-' examined th*’ findings r e p o r t - ’ : m  Hons*’ nil! - r • .non.*:* > nil!
“.1.? of I.ho Al.irsk.m l.egi slntnro and have found iJwr, flawed in: inaccura 

iter.’ is :t point by point rebuttal of the findings. Beginnine sentences in 
apostrophies are direct quotes from the bills. References to the National 
Academy of Sciences refer to their publication Marijuana and health which 
reports their 1982 study of marijuana related research. I have also enclosed 
other materials which are pertinent to the topic of recriminalization.

1) "TilC, the mind altering ingredient in marijuana, is not soluble in 
water, but goes into the fatty tissues of the brain, testicles, ovaries, and 
other internal organs, and takes 30 days to be eliminated from the body;"

Actually, THC is broken down by the body soon after ingestion. It's 
metabolites stay in the body for up to 30 days, but these metabolites are non­
psychoactive. Any toxicologist can confirm this. Urine testing advocates 
exploit the confusion between THC which is the active ingredient and is 
metabolized relatively quickly, and its metabolites (chiefly 9-carboxy-THC) 
which have no psychoactive effect but linger in the body for a month or so.

The following quote is from a recent article by Chemical 6 Engineering 
News (6/2/860. "Marijuana is the most commonly abused drug and the kinetics 
of its metabolism have been studied extensively. It is also an unusual drug 
in that it can be detected in urine for a long time. Very little of the 
original drug, Delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol or THC, goes into the urine. The 
chemical is absorbed from the blood into body fat tissue where it is 

eliminated as it is slowly metabolized. . . (metabolites) can be found in 
urine for longer than a month . . . "

The following quote is from a Center for Disease Control MMWR Report 
(9/16/83). "Studies involving humans indicate that 80% - 90% of the total 
dose of Delta-9-THC is excreted within 5 days - approximately 20% in urine and 
65% in feces."

Most experts claim that the metabolites disappear 10 to 14 days after 
ingestion in most cases. Urine tests detect these metabolites, which is why 
the manufacturers are required to point out that they are tests to indicate 
recent use, not intoxication or impairment. Tf THC remained in the system for 
30 days, and remained active,.the urine tests would be marketed as a way to 
indicate impairment. They aren't.

2) "the buildup of T H C  in the body causes the user to smoke more 
marijuana to achieve the desired high and may result in loss of sloop, 
appetite, and initiative, as well as moodiness and depression;"

The "buildup of THC" is actually tolerance to the drug, a physiological 

response humans and animals have to any drug. It occurs not because of the 
THC buildup, but because of other complex biological factors.



an y thing, t hey Lndicate the r e l a t i v e  lack of s e r i o u s  s i d e - o f f c c t s  from 

c a s s a t i o n  of use. unli k e  those a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  alco h o l  and o p i a t e  w i t h d r a w a l .

3) "it is p o s s ib l e  for a h u m a n  b eing to o v e r d o s e  from  the use of 

m arijuana, e s p e c i a l l y  if it is used in c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  a l c ohol, b e c a u s e  it 

i n c r e as e s  the e f f ec t s  of alc o ho l ; "

T h e r e  is no record of anyone ever d y i n g  from an o v e r d o s e  of m a r i j u a n a .

It is on e of the least toxic d r u g s  known to man.

R a p h a e l  Mechoulam, wh o i s o la t e d  the m a i n  i n gr e d i e n t  of m a r i j u a n a  (THC) 

has e d i t e d  C a n n a b i n o i d s  as T h e r a p e u t i c  A g e n t s  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  an a r t i c l e  by 

Mark S egal o n  M a r i j u a n a ' s  pot e n t ia l  as an a n a l g e s ic .  He r e p o r t s  that 

m a r i j u a n a  ha s  p r o m i s e  as a pain k i l l e r  b e c a u s e  it is n o n - a d a i c t i v e  and d o e s  

not d e p r e s s  the r e s p i r a t o r y  tract (unlike o p io d s . )  M a r i j u a n a ' s  p r o m i s e  as a 

p a i n - k i l l e r  is r ep o r t e d  by the N a t i o n a l  A c a d e m y  of Sci e n ce s ,  and  by R oger

R o f f m a n  in the boo k  M a rijuana as M e d i c i n e ; its p r o m i s e  r e s t s  o n  the fad: that
finding "3 is e s s e n t i a l l y  false.

M a r i j u a n a  is a mild intoxicant, and as such s h o u l d  n o t  be use d  in 

.conjunction w i t h  o t h e r  intoxicants. W h e t h e r  m a r i j u a n a  i n c r e a s e s  the e f f e c t s  

of alcohol, o r  c o m p l i c a t e s  them, or just h o w  on e  w o u l d  s u b j e c t i v e l y  d e s c r i b e  

the e f f e c t s  o f  m i x i n g  the two, is b e s i d e  the point tha t  m u l t i p l e  d r u g  use 

p r o v i d e s  m u l t i p l e  safety concerns. M a r i j u a n a ,  though, has far less seve r e ,  

c r o s s - r e a c t i o n  w i t h  alcohol that b a r b i t u a t e s  o r  t r a n q u i l i z e r s  s u c h  as valium. 

Onc e  again, a g ood t ox i c o l o g i s t  can p r o v i d e  c o n f i r m a t i o n  of t h es e  points.

4) "the T H C  c o nt e n t  of a m a r i j u a n a  c i g a r e t t e  10 y e a r s  a g o  was one

percent, bu t  is as h ig h  as 10 p e r c e n t  per c i g a r e t t e  t o d a y ; "

P r o p o n e n t s  of jailing people for m a r i j u a n a  use h a v e  b een u s i n g  this 

a r g u m e n t  as if to s u g g e s t that m a r i j u a n a  is ten times m o r e  d a n g e r o u s  tha n  it 

.used to be. T h e  prem is e  that an i n c r e a s e  in p o t e n c y  d e m o n s t r a t e s  an i n c r e a s e  

in d a n g e r  is l o g i c a l l y  unsound. As w i t h  a l c o h o l,  c o n s u m e r s  c o m p e n s a t e  for 

h i g h e r  p o t e n c y  by c o n s u m i n g  s m a l l e r  doses. A n y o n e  w h o  c o u n s e l s  a l c o h o l i c s  

w ill c o n f i r m  that b e e r  is no less d a n g e r o u s  than w h i s k e y  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  it ha s 

a lesser p o t e n c y . ;

T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  lias been trying to s ell the i n c r e a s e d  p o t e n c y  a r g u m e n t  

for s ome tine. T h e  e n c losed press r e l e a s e  re f e r s to a N e w  Y o r k  T i m e s  r e p o r t  

in 1906 that m a r i j u a n a  had i n creased to an a v e r a g e  p o t e n c y  of 3.5%, a n d  that 

this w a s  an a l a r m i n g  increase o v e r  the s ev e n t i e s .  H o w ever, in 1900, T h e  T i m e s  

ran a s i m i l a r  story, only at that time t h e y  c l a i m e d  t hat m a r i j u a n a  had  an 

a v e r a g e  p o t e n c y  of 4%. So, m a r i j u a n a  has a c t u a l l y  d e c r e a s e d  in potency, if 

you b e l i e v e  T h e  T i m e s .

5) " M a r i j u a n a  causes schizop h r e ni a ,  i l lusions, a n d  h a l l u c i n a t i o n s ,  

i n c l u d in g  a d u l l i n g  of the senses, c r e a t i n g  the p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  the u s e r  is 

unable to r e s p o n d  to body signals, s uch as pain;"



"'is-;:*; is no •: I i n 1 -m 1 evident:.: t.h.i nr: . •; m  i/.opnreni i. '''If

Na t i o n a l  A c a d e m y  of S c i ences found the! d r u g  ahu.se war m : -'-- often than no!. • 

s y m p t o m  ra t he r  Llian a o iu s o  of mental problems. ! ! I a • • •- ind hn ! 1 uc i na! i ,iv

are »:'v:*n s u b j e c t i v e  ph enomena in f luencnd b y  m d i v -  .•= mental stnl.n an.i 

the of s uggestion. Individuals sue'••pi.; b i o  tc spies in their g r a s p  of

real i t y  w i l l  c om p o u n d  their mental p r o b l e m s  w i t h  the use of alcohol, 

mari p:ana, or other drugs.

M a r i j u a n a  users do not h a l l ucinate. T h e y  do e x p e r i e n c e  an a l t e r a t i o n  of 

their s p a c e  perception, and an a p p a r e n t  e n h a n c e m e n t  of colors. These, 

c o m b i n e d  w i t h  i m pairment of m o t o r  c o o r d i n a ti o n ,  are r e a s o n s  w h y  m a r i j u a n a  

sh o u l d  not be used w h i l e  d r i v i n g  a m o t o r  vehicle. H o w ever, to call these 

effe c t s  of m a r i ju a n a  " h a l lu c i n a t i o n s "  is m i s l e a d i n g  if not u n tr u thful. 

I n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  take LSD hallucinate. I n d i v i d u a l s  d e t o x i f y i n g  from alco ho l  

a d d i c t i o n  hall u c i n at e .  H a l l u c i n a t e  m oans the i n d i v i d u a l  sees s o m e t h i n g  that 

isn't there. M a r i j u a n a  users d o  not h a l l u c i n a t e .

The Na t i o n a l  Institute on Drug A b u s e ' s  pamphlet, " M ar i juana", is far 

from being the b est so ur c e  on m a r i j u a n a ' s  e f f ects. H o w ever, it's c l a i m s  are 

b a s e d  far mor e  on ac tu a l  r e s earch than p o p u l a r  myths. It m a k e s  no m e n t i o n  of 

h a l l u c i n a t i o ns ,  illusions, or s c h i z o p h r e n i a  r e s u l t i n g  from m a r i j u a n a  use.

M a r i j u a n a ' s  p r o m i s e  as a pain k i l l e r  is r e f e r e n c e d  above. However, the 

do s e  r e qu i r e d  to render an individual o b l i v i o u s  to b o d y  s i g n a l s such as pain 

far e x c e e d s  s ta n d a r d  levels of use. A s u f f i c i e n t  d o s e  to a c c o m p l i s h  thin 

w o u l d  also put the s u b j ec t  to sleep. It is u n l i k e l y  that this p r e s e n t s  any 

d a n g e r  to the i n d i v i d u a l  or to society.

6) " a l t h o u gh  it may take a h e a v y  c i g a r e t t e  s m o k e r  as long as 20 y ears 

to d e v e l o p  lung cancer, on e  m a r i j u a n a  c i g a r e t t e  a d a y  m a y  c ause l ung c a n c e r  in 

three years;"

M a r i j u a n a  is u s e d  d a i l y  by o v e r  G m i l l i o n  A m e r i c a n s ,  a c c o r d i n g  to the 

N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  of Drug Abuse. M a r i j u a n a  ha s  bee n  a p o p u l a r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  

d r u g  use d  by a large perce n t a g e  of y o u n g  A m e r i c a n s  s i n c e  1965. T h e r e  is no 

record of c ase h i s t o r i e s  to d o c u m e n t  this finding. If thi s  f i n d i n g  w e r e  true, 

w e  w o u l d  h a v e  m i l l i o n s  of case h i s t o r i e s  of y ou n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  lung c a n c e r  

f r o m _ m a r i j u a n a  use. T h e  case h i s t o r i e s  d o n ' t  e xist b e c a u s e  the s t a t e m e n t  is 

false. :

Th e  N a t i o n a l  A c a d e m y  of S c i e n c e s  d e c i d e d  that m a r i j u a n a  s m o k i n g  and 

t o b a c c o  s m o k i ng  can not  be c o m p a r e d  b e c a u s e  the m e t h o d s  of i n g e s t i o n  d i f f e r  so 

greatly. M a r i j u a n a  s m o k e rs  smoke far less m a t e r i a l s  a d a y  than t o b a c c o  

s m o k e r s  (up to 2 c i g a r e t t e s  a d a y  c o m p a r e d  to 20 - 60), b u t  t hey in h a le  the 

smoke far d e e p e r  into the lungs. On the o t h e r  hand, m a n y  m a r i j u a n a  s m o k e r s 

use a w a t e r p i p e  (or "bong") w h i c h  filters o u t  many, bu t  not all, o f  the tars 

that c o n t r i b u t e  to lung cancer.

C l a i m s  that m a r i j u a n a  is more c a r c i n o g e n i c  than t o b a c c o  a r e  c o m p e l l e d  by 

a logic that d i c t a t e s  that b e c a u s e  m a r i j u a n a  is ille ga l  ( e x ce p t  in Alas ka )  it 

has to be m o r e  d a n g e r o u s  than t ob a c c o  (or in o t h e r  cases, than  a l c o h o l ).  T h e  

c l a i m s  are b a s e d  on the u n d i s p u t e d  fact that m a r i j u a n a  c o n t a i n s  m o r e  tar than 

tobacco, but i g n o r e  the d i f f e r e n c e s  in i n g e s t i o n  and d o s a g e  that make 

c o m p a r i s o n s  i n a c curate. Ma r i j u a n a  s m o k e  is b a d  for the lungs, it d o e s
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T h e r e  are no d o c u m e n t e d  cases of m a r i j u a n a  use c a u s i n g  a g e n e t i c  

deformity. I c h a l l e n g e  a n y o n e  to p r o v i d e  one.

In April, 190-1 Ralph H i n g s o n  d e l i v e r e d  a p a p e r  at a N O RM L  c o n f e r e n c e  on

"Effects of M a r i j u a n a  U se  011 P r e g n an t  W o m e n " .  Dr. H i n g s o n ' s  c o n c l u s i o n  was 
that mar i j u a n a  use d u r i n g  p r e g n a n c y  m a y  result in a s m a l l e r  birtii weigh.!: for 

the fetus, but in an a l l o w a b l e  range ( s i m i l a r  to the s m a l l e r  b i r t h  w e i g h t  for 

babies f rom n i c o t i n e  or a l c o h o l  using m o t h e rs . )  N O R M L  has been p u b l i c i z i n g  

this since 1984. We r e g u l a r l y  hear, though, fro m m o t h e r s  w h o  u s e d  m a r i j u a n a  

du r i n g  p r e g n a n c y  w h o  d e l i v e r e d  b a b i e s  of normal weig h t .

L a b o r a t o r y  tests h a v e  indi c a t e d  that u n d e r  some c o n d i t i o n s , large d o s e s  

of T H C  a ff e c t  the eggs, sperm, an d  sexual h o r m o n e s  of  r ats and o t h e r  animals. 

T here is e v i d e n c e  that T H C  inhibits s p e r m  mob il i t y .  H o w ever, the e f f e c t s  of 

m a r i j u a n a  on f e r t i l i t y  s e e m  to be  n e g l i g i b l e  - as m i l l i o n s  of  m a r i j u a n a  

smoking pare n t s  w ill a tt e s t  to.

The N a ti o n a l  A c a d e m y  of S c i e n c e s  r e po r t  a f f i r m e d  that m a r i j u a n a  use has 

no ef f e c t  on c h r o m o s o m e s  o r  fertility.

8) "other p h y s i c a l  r e a c t i o n s  to m a r i j u a n a  i n c l u d e  i r r e v e r s i b l e  ch a n g e s  

in the brain, sinusitis, pharyngitis, b r o n c h i t i s ,  e m p h y s e m a ,  i n c r e a s e d  he-it'.. 

rate, and d e c r e a s e d  b l o o d  c i r c u l a t i o n ; "

M a r i j u a n a  us e d o e s  not cause b r ai n  damage. N I D A  r e c e n t l y  a n n o u n c e d  

proof that it does. M y  o f f i c e  c o n t a c t e d  the re s e ar c h e r .  Hi s  dat,a a c t u a l l y  

s u g g e s t e d  that a d o e s  of 50 m a r i j u a n a  cigarettes' a d a y  for 30 y e a x s  w o u l d  not 

cause b r a i n  damage. W h a t  N I D A  b a s e d  t h e i r  c o m m e n t s  on w a s  hi s  f i n d i n g  that 

136 m a r i j u a n a  c i g a r e t t e s  for 30 years w o u l d  c a u s e  slight, prematur.e senilia.

An i nd i v i d u a l  w o u l d  h a v e  to s mo k e  a m a r i j u a n a  c i g a r e t t e  e v e r y  8 m i n u t e s  for 16 

h ours a day, for t h i r t y  years, to s u f f e r  a n y  b r a i n  d a m a g e  - if thi s  st u d y  is 

conclusive. T h e  e n c l o s e d  N O R M L  p ress r e l e a s e  c ited a b o v e  re: m a r i j u a n a  

p o t e n c y  c o n t a i n s  mor e  d e t a i l s  of this study.

S m o k i n g  c o n t r i b u t e s  to lung and s in u s  p r oblems, a nd  m a r i j u a n a  s m o k i n g  is 

no d i fferent. M a r i j u a n a  d o e s  i nc r e a s e  the h e a r t  rate a n d / o r  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e  in 

some individuals; N O R M L  c au t i o n s  a g a i n s t  m a r i j u a n a  use by  i n d i v i d u a l s  with 

c a r d i o v a s c u l a r  problems.

9) "o t h e r  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  r e a c t i o n s  to m a r i j u a n a  i n c l u d e  loss of memory; 

i m p a i r m e n t  in thinking, r e a d in g  c o m p r e h e n s i o n ,  and v e r b a l  an d  a r i t h m e t i c  

p r o b l e m  solving; im p a i r m e n t  of p e r c e p t i o n  of d i s t a n c e  a n d time; a n d  anxiety, 

panic, paranoia, p s ychosis, and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  d e p e n d e n c e . "
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two to throe h o u r s  after ingestion. T h e r e  is no e v i d e n c e  of pr o lo n g e d  

impairment, f rom m a r i j u a n a  use. T h e  e f f e c t s  d e s c r i b e d  a b ov e  up to but no: 

in c luding a n x i e t y  a r e  the s h o r t - t e r m  e f f e c t s  desir-- by the m a r i j u a n a  user.

The d a n g e r  of teenage m a r i j u a n a  use is that m a n y  teens are prone to mix 

relaxation an d  studying, m e a n i n g  t hey think it is o k a y  to s t u d y  w h i l e  high on 

marijuana or w h i l e  d r i n k i n g  bear. I m p a i r m e n t  limits the a b i l i t y  to learn, 

e s p e c ia l l y  the a c q u i s i t i o n  of l e a r n i n g  skills. T h i s  is w h y  it is e s s e n t i a l  to 

d e t e r  a d o l e s c e n t s  from m a r i j u a n a  use, and a p r i m a r y  reason w h y  N ORML a d v o c a t e s  

legalizing m a r i j u a n a  for a d u l t s  (and s h u t t i n g  d o w n  the b l a c k  m a r k e t  that w i l l  

sell to s t u d e n ts . )  Howe v er  90% of m a r i j u a n a  s m o k e r s  are a d u l t s  whose l e a rning 

skills are u n i m p a i r e d  by t h e i r  o c c a s i o n a l ,  m o d e r a t e  m a r i j u a n a  use.

M a r i j u a n a  p r o du c e s  a c o n d i t i o n  s i m i l a r  to s t r e s s  on the h uman b ody (for 

example, the i n c r e a s e  in h e a r t  rate. ) M o s t  u s e r s  find this p l e a s u r a b l e  

( ironically e v e n  the ones w h o  c l a i m  they us e  m a r i j u a n a  to a l l e v i a t e  stress), 

some first t ime u s e r s  do not. T h i s  is w h a t  a c c o u n t s  to r e p o r t s of a n x i e t y  

attacks by n e w  or i n e x p e r i e n c e d  u s e r s  of m a ri j u a n a .  N o t e v e r y b o d y  w h o  tries 

m a r ijuana l i k es  it, nor d o e s  e v e r y o n e  w h o  use s  it d o e s  so w i t h o u t  i ll-effect. 

People wi t h  p r e - e x i s t i n g  m e n t a l  p r o b le m s ,  as m e n t i o n e d  above, are s u c c e p t i b l e  

to druij abuse. T h e y  are the s o u r c e  of  r e p o r t s  of panic, paranoia, and 

psychosis r e s u l t i n g  from m a r i j u a n a  use.

The issue of p s y c h o l o g i c a l  d e p e n d e n c e  has b e e n  h o t l y  d e b a t e d  for t w e n t y  

years. O b v i o u s l y ,  m i l l i o n s  a n d  m i l l i o n s  of A m e r i c a n s  use m a r i j u a n a  

regularly. I c o n t e n d  they do so b e c a u s e  the y  e n j o y  u s i n g  marij u an a .  W h e t h e r  

they are p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  d e p e n d e n t  o r  n o t  is a m o o t  point. M a r i j u a n a  is no t  

an a d d i c t i v e  drug, n o r  a d a n g e r o u s  one. P s y c h o l o g i c a l  r e a c t i o n s  to it are 

cultural, no t  m e d i c a l  or b i o l o g i c a l .  O n c e  again, to b e l a b o r  the point, s ome 

people w i t h  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  p r o b l e m s  a b u s e  m a r i j u a n a  a n d  o t h e r  drugs. As w i t h  

anxiety, panic, p a r a n o i a  a n d  p s y c h o s i s ,  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  d e p e n d e n c e  is no t  an 

ob s e r v e d  s i d e - e f f e c t  in the o v e r w h e l m i n g l y  m a j o r i t y  of m a r i j u a n a  users.

A d d i t i o n a l  C o m m e n t s

i
T o  be to the point, these f i n d i n g s  at b e s t  c o n s t i t u t e  h o r r i b l e  

d i s t o r t i o n s  a n d  e x a g g e r a t i o n s  of e x i s t i n g  r e s e a r c h  find i n g s .  At worst, they 

are d e c e p t i v e  lies a n d  h a l f - t r u t h s  d e s i g n e d  to m i s l e a d  the l e g i s l a t u r e  of 

Alaska. T h e  b u l k  o f  the rebuttal, i n f o r m a t i o n  p r e s e n t e d  h e r e  d e a l s  w i t h  h e a l t h  

issues b e c u a s e  of the logic of the bills.

O t h e r  v a l i d  a r g u m e n t s  a g a i n s t  the bil l  incl u de  the fact that Alnnkaur; 

g e n e r a l l y  d o n ' t  like the g o v e r n m e n t  i n t e r f e r i n g  in t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  lives. T h i s  

is the reason for the right to p r i v a c y  c l a u s e  in the s t a t e  c o n s t i t ut i o n .

Also, the A l a s k a n  p o l i c e  hav e  b e t t e r  t h i n g s  to d o  w i t h  t heir time and your tax 

m o n e y  than a r r e s t  m a r i j u a n a  o f f e n d e r s .  Also, if this bill passes, it will 

likely be c h a l l e n g e d  in c ourt as a v i o l a t i o n  o f  R a v i n  vs. S t a t e .

The N a t i o n a l  a n d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  D r u g  L a w  E n f o r c e m e n t  S t r a t e g y  of the 

N a t ional D r u g  E n f o r c e m e n t  P o l i c y  B o a r d  (NDEPB) (Jan. 1987) s t a t e s  that 

"because the d e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  o f  m a r i j u a n a  p o s s e s s i o n  u n d e r m i n e s  the s t a n d a r d



of the i m a c c e p t a b n i t y  of dr u g  use, the 11 s t a t e s  (wh i c h  i n c l u d e s  A l a s k a } t h a t  

h a v e  d e c r i m i n a l i z e d  m a r i j u a n a  p o s s e s s i o n  s h o u l d  r e c r i m i n a l i z e  this o f f e n s e . "  

T h i s  document: i n dicates that the A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ,  i.e. the federal

<jcvernmcnl, is in the for e f ro n t  to c h a n g e  A l a s k a ' s  laws.

M a n y  of the cla i m s  r e p r e s e n t e d  in the a b o v e  f i n d i n g s  r e p l i c a t e  c l a i m s  in 

the N D E P D ' s  A n a l y s i s  of the D o m e s t i c  C a n n a b i s  P r o b l e m  a n d  the F e d e r a l  

R e s p o n s e . (0/06). T h e  s o u r c e  cited w a s  a D r u g  E n f o r c e m e n t  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

rep or t  "The H e a l t h  I m p l i c a t i o n s  of M a r i j u a n a  Use." It is rift w i t h  p h r a s e s

suc h as " r e s e a r c h  s u g g e s t s , "  "have been o b s e r v e d , "  " m a r i j u a n a  m a y , "  a n d  o t h e r

c a u t i o u s  t e r m i n o l o g y  w h i c h  a v o i d s  m a k i n g  a d i r e c t  c o n c l u s i o n .  It is my 

o p i n i o n  a f t e r  s t u d y i n g  t h e s e  c l a i m s  tha t  the r e p r e s e n t  la w  e n f o r c e m e n t ' s  b e s t  

a t t e m p t  to j u s t i f y  the laws w h i c h  they a r e  o b l i g a t e d  to enforce.

S o c i a l  bias o f t e n  i n t e r f e r e s  w i t h  s o u n d  s c i e n t i f i c  r e a s o n i n g .  T h e  

n o t i o n  tha t  m a r i j u a n a  is i l l e g a l  so it m u s t  be d a n g e r o u s  is th e  d r i v i n g  

r a t i o n a l e  b e h i n d  the l u d i c r o u s  c o m m e n t s  a b o u t  m a r i j u a n a  above. T h e  s t r a t e g y  

o f  the N D E P B  is to j u s t i f y  t h e i r  i n c r e a s i n g  b u d g e t  r e q u e s t s  b y  t u r n i n g  d r u g  

e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  into law e n f o r c e m e n t  p r o p a g a n d a .



“ HOW DANGEROUS IS MARIJUANA. . . 
IN COMPARISON TO 

OTHER SUBSTANCES?”
A c c o r d i n g  t o  W o r l d  A l m a n a c s ,  L i f e  I n s u r a n c e  A c t u a r i a l  ( d e a t h ) R a t e s ,  a n d  t h e  
l a s t  1 2  y e a r s  o f  t h e  U . S .  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l ’ s  R e p o r t s ,  A m e r i c a n s  D I E ,  d i r e c t l y  

o r  p r i m a r i l y , '  f r o m  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  ( s e l e c t e d )  c a u s e s  p e r  y e a r  N a t i o n w i d e .  
( F i g u r e s  a r e  f o r  1 9 7 9  f r o m  t h e  F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t s  B u r e a u  o f  M o r t a l i t y  
S t a t i s t i c s ,  a n d ' N I D A ,  t h e  l a s t  c o m p l e t e  y e a r  a t  t h e  t i m e  o l  t h i s  w r i t i n g . )  

T O B A C C O : ...........................................................................................   2 0 0 , 0 0 0  t o  3 0 0 , 0 0 0

M a r i j u a n a  u s e r s  a l s o  h a v e  t h e  s a m e  o r  l o w e r  i n c i d e n c e  o f  m u r d e r s  
a n d  h i g h w a y  d e a t h s  a n d  a c c i d e n t s  t h a n  t h e  g e n e r a l  n o n - m a r i j u a n a  
u s i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  a s  a  w h o l e .  C r a n c e r  S t u d y ,  U C L A ;  U . S .  F u n d e d  

( $ 6  m i l l i o n ) , [ J a m a i c a n  S t u d y ( s )  1 s t  a n d  2 n d ,  1 9 6 8  t o  1 9 7 4 ;  C o s t a  R i c a n
S t u d i e s ,  1 9 8 0  t o  1 9 8 2 ;  e t  a l .

A L C O H O L j ( W o /  i n c l u d i n g  5 0 %  o f  a l l  h i g h w a y  d e a t h s
a n d  6 l 5 %  o f  a l l  m u r d e r s ) 1 8 , 9 5 1  t o  1 3 0 , 0 0 0

A S P I R I N  ( i n c l u d i n g  d e l i b e r a t e  o v e r d o s e ) 1 8 0  t o  1 , 0 0 0  p l u s

C A F F E I N E  ( f r o m  s t r e s s ,  u l c e r s ,  a n d  t r i g g e r i n g  
i r r e g u l a r  h e a r t b e a t s ,  e t c . ) ............................................... 1 , 0 0 0  t o  10 ,0 0 0

O V E R D O S E  ( d e l i b e r a t e  o r  a c c i d e n t a l )  f r o m  p r e s c r i b e d
l e g a l  o r  p a t e n t  m e d i c i n e s  a n d l o r  m i x i n g  w i t h  a l c o h o l
e . g . ,  V a l i u m / a l c o h o l . . 7 , 1 0 1  t o  2 1 , 0 0 0

O V E R D O S E  ( d e l i b e r a t e  o r  a c c i d e n t a l )  f r o m  a l l  
i l l e g a l  d r u g s ................................................................................. 9 8 1  t o  3 , 6 0 0»

M A R I J U A N A  ( i n c l u d i n g  o v e r d o s e ) —  0 —

LOWEST TOXICITY
< 0 %  o f  t h e  s t u d i e s  d o n e  a t  d o z e n s  o f  A m e r i c a n  u n i v e r s i t i e s  a n d  r e s e a r c h  

a c i l i t i e s  s h o w  p o t  t o x i c i t y  d o e s  n o t  e x i s t .  M e d i c a l  h i s t o r y  d o e s  n o t  r e c o r d  
a n y o n e  d y i n g  f r o m  a n  o v e r d o s e  o f  m a r i j u a n a  ( U C L A ,  H a r v a r d ,  T e m p l e ,  e t c . )
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Cy Dr .  W i l l i a m  K i n n a r d  J r .

I  ij \  lif drug-related deaths o; young and 
1 promising athletes focuses attention o:, a
[j rtajor problem ::t the United States. To

J L  stein the li le of illicit drug use. people
are calling for greater law enforcement, the use i f 
drug testing and more educational programs. Yet 
none of those actions gets to the heart of the mat­
ter.

The real issue is the inappropriate use of all 
drugs by each of us. Our national drug problem is 
not just the free-basing of cocaine, excessive use 
of alcohol or the misuse of prescription drugs. It 
is our casual attitude toward all the drugs we 
take and our lack of appreciation of their potency 
and toxicity. It >s our unwillingness to under­
stand that many chemical are actually drugs, 
and our willingness to put those chemicals into 
our bodies unnecessarily.

The tonnane of chemical compounds that this 
nation swallows, injects, inserts or inhales into its 
collective body each year is astronomical. We’re so 
casual about Ihe use of drugs that we don’t even 
consider alcohol, nicotine, aspirin, caffeine and the 
theobromine in chocolate to be drugs.

The crucial factor in all of this is attitude. We 
must adopt a new national philosophy toward 
appropriate drug use. We must minimize usage, 
limit the effects of the so-called social or cultural 
drugs and use prescription drugs in a cost-con­
scious and therapeutically effective manner.

Making such changes in our heterogenous so­
ciety will be difficult; cynics might say impossi­
ble. But I am not a cynic. The current antismok­
ing campaigns have shown that massive change 
can happen.

Alcohol use can't be effectively banned; that 
was tried and failed 60 years ago. However, 
while each individual should continue to have the 
right to use alcohol (and tobacco), that use 
should not impact negatively on other persons.

While the sale of alcoholic beverages should con­
tinue, penalties for drunk driving should be severe. 
The efforts of Mothers Against Drunk Driving 
(MADD) and similar groups should be supported. 
The use of the breathalyzer test should be required 
when erratic behavior is seen. The effect of alcohol 
on job performance should be clearly identified and 
treatment programs made easily accessible and 
required for abusers. Repeat offenders should face 
disciplinary action.

Serious consideration should be given to the 
further decriminalization or even legalization of 
marijuana. Legal control of marijuana is almost 
impossible, and our limited resources should be 
directed to the control of the more toxic illicit 
substances. While there have been claims that 
the use of marijuana leads to the use of more 
potent substances, that has not been substanti­
ated.-Just as in the case of alcohol, the individ­
ual’s right of use in private should be allowed, 
but drug-rcbted public actions, such as impaired 
driving, severely penalized.

Increased taxes on social drugs—alcohol, tobac­
co and marijuana—would directly support an ex­
panded National Institute of Drug Abuse (NIDA).

Over-the-counter drugs are generally consid­
ered by the public to be non-drugs, an idea rein­
forced by their relative safety and accessibility. Yet 
each drug does cause side effects, some serious. 
Many interact negatively with other drugs.

Intelligent self-medication shc-uid be the ;y\t. 
of each person taking OTCs. This is even 
important a:, the Food and Drug Ad'.iir.istta'.i t; 
continues 'ts efforts to reica-e additional 
scripiiou drugs to titc OTC market.

Prescription drugs are a major part of un­
lives. When we visit a physician, we expect i.i 
receive a magical piece of paper called a pro­
scription. We must learn to accept that there arc 
times when drug treatment is inappropriate.

As for illegal drugs, we cannot afford, either 
financially or philosophically, to create the kind 
of enforcement envelope around this country 
that would be required to block the flow. There­
fore, if the supply can't be substantia l reduced, 
we must.work to reduce the demand.

Why do people take illegal drugs? The reasons 
are numerous and complex. Some include the

S e r io u s  c o n s id e r a t io n  s h o u ld  
be g i v e n  t o  t h e  fu r t h e r  
d e c r im in a liz a t io n  o r  e v e n  
le g a liz a t io n  o f  m a r i ju a n a . 
O u r  lim it e d  re s o u rc e s  s h o u ld  
be d ire c te d  to  th e  c o n t r o l o f  
th e  'm o re  to x ic  i l li c i t  f 
s u b s ta n c e s .

need to isolate oneself mentally from poor living 
conditions; the thrill of the risks involved; the 
affluence of American society and the great in­
crease in leisure time; peer pressure; and the 
hek of knowledge of toxic effects. .

One of the most obvious ways of combating 
illicit drug use among the poor is simple, albeit 
expensive and complicated: their environment 
must be changed. This means belter housing, 
jobs, education and other activities that help 
build self-esteem, especially among our young 
people. There is no higher priority.

Stopping the use of cocaine and other illicit 
drugs by the affluent will require them to change 
their attitude. They must be educated to under­
stand that these drugs are not without toxicity, 
and that each user contributes to the support of a 
terrifying underground drug distribution system 
that will ultimately, if unchecked,' destroy the 
entire texture of American life.

Admittedly, change is difficult, but until we do, 
cocaine will continue to flow across our border - 
and up the noses of abusers; heroin, another 
"hound of hell" in the Rev. Jesse Jackson’s mem­
orable phrase, will murder our national spirit; 
drunk drivers will kill thousands of innocent per­
sons; and the costs to society for the inappropri­
ate and misuse of over-the-counter and prescrip­
tion drugs will escalate. ■ «

Dr. William J. Kinnard'Jr.'is the dean of Ilie 
School of Pharmacyat (He University of 
Maryland at Baltimore.

Second Opinion is a forum for points of view on 
licallli-related topics. Send articles lo Second 
Opinion, Health Section. The Washington Post. 
1150 15tli St. A'IV, Washington, D.C. 20071.
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A d o l e s c e n t  M a r iju a n a  U s e  D e c r e a s e s  
in N e t h e r la n d s  S in c e  L e g a l iz a t io n

A report in the Netherlands 
which studied the cHeels o f  their 
liberal marijuana policy on adoles­
cent drug use found that the use o f  
cannabis has not increased since 
marijuana was “ legalized." The 
report, entitled "T he  Use o f  Drugs. 
Alcohol, and Tobacco," surveyed 
1300 people aged 15 10 24 years in 
the Netherlands about their use of  
various drugs.

While marijuana use by young 
people differed widely among vary­
ing age groups, regions and munici­
pality size, use did not appreciably 
change when the categories are 
compared between i ‘>76 and 1*3X5.
It was m l'3'o :hai the Net bet lands 
enacted a form of deeriminah/.uion 
of cannabi' in the Amcndmen* of 
the Opium Act. Cannabis h;.« been 
sold in eafe> and youth centers 
since 197S.

A study undertaken in 197b in 
the city of Cnccht was compared 
with the current report. There has 
been no marked increase in the 
prevalence of  cannabis use among 
those adolescents aged 15 to IS, Tn 
1976, 3% ol the 15 and 16 year 
olds and 10% o f  the 17 and 18 year 
olds had used cannabis at some 
lime. The n e w  figures are 2% and 
6% respectively, showing n decline 
over the years since the fiberal 
policy was placed in effect.

When the whole sample is com­
bined, 12% o f  the people aged 15 
to 24 had used marijuana at some 
point. Only 5" ii of the sample were 
current cannabis users, thus over 
hall the tiw-iTdid not continue their 
use. Only 1.6% of the sample were 
regular users (once a week or 
more). The 88% ol the people who 
had never used cannabis did not 
seem inclined to do so. O f  this 
group, 83% did not think it wise to 
use it and 70% disapproved of the 
practice.

Comparing these figures to 
adolescent use in the U.S. results in 
the unarguable conclusion that 
American kids use more marijuana 
than young people in the Nether­
lands. According to the most recent 
report by the Federal government, 
in 1985 54% had tried marijuana, 
25.7% arc current users and 5% arc 
tlailv users. This compares to 12%, 
5% and 1.6% for similar categories 
in the Netherlands.

The report found that age made

A D O L E S C E N T  U S E
continue it from  page J

parental attitudes about use, spon­
taneous knowledge of drugs, loca­
tions where cannabis is obtained, 
among others.

The survey was carried out by 
the Foundation for the Scientific 
Study of Alcohol and Drug Use at 
the request of the Netherlands' 
Ministry o f  Welfare, Health and 
Cultural Affairs. The Dutch 
government requested the research 
as a result of international disap­
proval of their liberal marijuana 
policy. This disapproval was 
reflected in the United Nations In­
ternational Narcotics Control

Board's demand o f  the Dutch for 
an explanation of then policy.

Two countries that protested the 
Dutch policy the most were Norway 
and the Federal Republic o f  Ger­
many, both with distinctly repres­
sive drug policies. In N o r w a y  
(.981), 7% of the 15 to 19 year 
olds used cannabis at some time 
compared with 4% in the Nether­
lands. In West Germany, 15% of 
the 18 to 24 age group had used 
cannabis, compared with the 
Netherlands 18%. These figures 
confirm lhat while a repressive 
policy does not deter young poopie 
from experimenting with c;ttma!'i«. 
a liberal policy does not p rom ote  
the desire to experiment.

Adolescent M arijuana Use In the 
United Stales and Ihe Netherlands

u difference in use. Only 2%  o f  15 
and 16 year olds had used cannabis 
at some time, while 30% o f  23 and 
24 year olds had. The population of  
the municipality made a large dif­
ference in use rates. In towns with 
populations of five to ten thousand, 
only 4% of the young people had 
used cannabis at some time. 'This 
compares with 12% in towns of 
50.(XX) to KXJ.tXX) and 30% in cities 
o f  500,000 or more. Unlike alcohol 
and tobacco use rates, sex did not 
seem to play a factor in cannabis 
use.

Many interesting areas were ex­
plored in the study. It found that 
among current users, those who 
used it most frequently described 
their parental relationships as being 
less satisfactory than did those who 
used it less frequently. A higher in­
cidence of parental divorce was also 
found among current users as com­
pared with non-users. The report 
also found that 90% of cannabis 
users said heroin was the most 
harmful drug. Cannabis users also 
believe alcohol is Tar more harmful 
than marijuana. Interestingly, 
m ere  users identified coffee, tea, 
and nicotine as drugs than the 
non-users.

The Survey found tin ii.laimu 
ship between the use of  cunnabi> 
products and educational achieve­
ment, neither was there an;. .In ­
ference between users and nou-u-et • 
in regards to the extent to which 
they enjoved going to wot I. or 
school. There is no detectable i:nk 
between the num ber  ot involve­
ments with the police in the course 
of  the previous year and the use ot 
non-use o f  cannabis; nor had the 
users been to the doctor more often 
than the other respondents Juiing 
the past year. * j

97% o f  current users and 90% 
o f  past users agreed lhat "evei voile 
must decide for himself or hcrsell 
whether or not to use m ari juana ."  
74% of the current users and 60% i 
o f  the past users disagreed with the 
statement " I f  you use hashish or 
marijuana you will eventually I o n - 

interest in your jo b ,  your school 
work, or your career.”  91% o f  the 
current users and 83% o f  the past 
users felt m arijuana  use will not 
lead to the use o f  hard drugs.

Other areas explored in the 
report are: cannabis use and leisure, 
reasons for using and not using 
cannabis, age o f  first use, peer and 

continued on page 4



Anchorage Chamber of Commerce 
Crime Commission

The Anchorage Cr ime Commiss ion i s  a p u b l i c  g roup  
t h a t  w ishes  t o  p r e s e n t  i n f o rm a t i o n  on th e  i s s u e  o f  
r e c r im i n a l i z a ' ;  vn o f  m a r i j u a n a .
I n  1985  th e  Anchorage Cr ime Commiss ion comp i led  a 
b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  summary o f  numerous p r o f e s s i o n a l  
e v a l u a t i o n s  and o p i n i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  th e  h e a l t h  
h a z a rd s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  m a r i j u a n a  u s ag e .  Based on
t h i s  d a t a  th e  1 985  Cr ime Commiss ion s t r o n g l y
end o r s ed  th e  r e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  o f  m a r i j u a n a .
The 1986  Anchorage Cr ime Commiss ion (w i t h  t h e  
g ene rou s  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  Anchorage Times and C a r r ' s  
Q u a l i t y  C e n t e r s )  c onduc ted  an a r e a  wide p u b l i c  
o p i n i o n  s u r v e y  d e a l i n g  w i th  p u b l i c  a t t i t u d e s  on a 
wide range  o f  c r im e  r e l a t e d  i s s u e s .
A l th ough  t h e  f i n a l  s u r v e y  a n a l y s i s  and subsequen t  
recommenda t ions  a r e  n o t  s c h edu le d  f o r  r e l e a s e  
u n t i l  e a r l y  1 9 8 7 /  an e x t r a c t  o f  t h e  s u r v e y  
p r o v i d e s  s t a t i s t i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  p u b l i c  
a t t i t u d e  on two r e l e v a n t  q u e s t i o n s  d i r e c t l y
r e l a t e d  t o  th e  i s s u e  o f  m a r i j u a n a  
r e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n .
The c i t i z e n s  o f  Anchorage i n d i c a t e d  t h e i r  s t r o n g  
d e s i r e  f o r  t h e  r e c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  o f  m a r i j u a n a .
The Anchorage Cr ime Commiss ion  e x te nd s  i t s  s u p p o r t  
t o  t h e  M u n i c i p a l  Assemb ly  in  a c c e p t i n g  th e  
c h a l l e n g e s  r e l a t e d  t o  a d d r e s s i n g  t h i s  i s s u e .  
Shou ld  f u r t h e r  s u p p o r t  o r  d e f i n i t i o n  be n eeded ,  we 
would be happy t o  a s s i s t .

H a r o ld  C. He inze  
Chairman

A C om m itte e  o f  the 
A n cho rage  C ham be r 
o f  C om m erce

415 F Street 

Anchorage A K  99501 
(907)272-2401

RECRIMINALIZATION OF MARIJUANA

W O t o f e A f r E -  C R i r f t E



Anchorage Chamber of Commerce
Crime Commission
November 1 5 ,  1985

D ea r  R e ad e r :
The m a t e r i a l  c o n t a i n e d  h e r e i n  was c om p i l e d  f r om  v a r i o u s  s o u r c e s  by 
t h e  Anchorage  Chamber o f  Commerce Cr ime Commiss ion  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  
o u r  recommenda t ion  t o  r e c r i m i n a l i z e  m a r i j u a n a  i n  th e  s t a t e  o f  
A l a s k a .
Because o f  a S t a t e  Supreme C o u r t  D e c i s i o n  on t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  i t  w i l l  
be n e c e s s a r y  f o r  th e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  h o l d  e x t e n s i v e  h e a r i n g s  to  
d e t e rm in e  i f ,  i n  f a c t ,  m a r i j u a n a  i s  h a rm f u l  t o  o n e ' s  h e a l t h .
I t  i s  th e  Cr ime Com m is s io n ' s  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  s i n c e  th e  d e c r i m i n a l i ­
z a t i o n  o f  s m a l l  amounts o f  m a r i j u a n a  i n  A l a s k a  a p p r o x im a t e l y  t e n  
y e a r s  ago ,  much new i n f o r m a t i o n  has been d e v e l o p e d  c o n c e rn i n g  t h i s  
i s s u e .
We f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  s c i e n t i f i c  e v id e n c e  s u b s t a n t i t a t e s  t h e  C om m is s io n ' s  
p o s i t i o n  t h a t  m a r i j u a n a  i s  a h a rm fu l  s u b s t a n c e .  We f u r t h e r  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  i f  th e  L e g i s l a t u r e  were t o  h o l d  th e  same t y p e  o f  h e a r i n g s  t h a t  
were h e l d  t e n  y e a r s  ago ,  t h e  p r e p o n d e r a n c e  o f  e v id e n c e  wou ld  r e s u l t  
i n  o u t l aw in g  th e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  m a r i j u a n a  f o r  h e a l t h  r e a s o n s ,  an 
a c t  which s h o u ld  then  s t a n d  up to  any f u r t h e r  Supremo C o u r t  r e v i e w s .
We a sk  the  r e a d e r  t o  r e v i e w  th e  m a t e r i a l  c a r e f u l l y  and draw h i s  
own c o n c l u s i o n s  as th e  Cr ime Commiss ion  h a s .
S i n c e r e l y  y o u x s ,

P a t  W e l l i n g t o n  
V i c e  Chairman
nm

A C om m ittee  o f  th e  
A ncho rage  C lu m b e r
of C o m m erce  George N. Nelson Chairman

415 FStreet Par Weillogton Vice Chairman Craig Hesser Prosecution Vicki Swank Prevention
Anchorage A K  99501 Don Patteraon Secretary/Treasurer Chris Watkins Couru TomObermeverlepsliuon
(907)272-2401 George King Law Enforcement Sue McCauley Corrections Ron Moore Publicity

\ \  •'



ANCHORAGE CHIME COMMISSION PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

QUESTION: Should marijuana in any quantity be considered 
an illegal substance ?

YES 324 NO 182

4:1 

1 3:1 ■
LU

i
cs

1 : 1  -

Age Group 1 0 - 2 5 2 6 - 3 5 3 6 - 4 5 4 6 * 5 9  6 0  +
°/o of Totai Besponse 4 % 2 1 o/o 3 3 % 2 0 % 1 3 %

QUESTION: To wbat degree do illegal drugs affect tbe crime rate 

HIGH 70% IV1E3IUEV1 5% LOW 15% NONE 1%



Testimony o f  David Teal ,  D i recto r ,  House Research Agency. 
Presented before the House HESS Committee on Apri l  13, 1988.

HISTORY OF ALASKA MARIJUANA LAWS 
1949-PRESENT

1949 Cannabis was c l a s s i f i ed  as a narcot ic drug under the Uniform
Narcot ic Drug Act. Upon convict ion,  pena l t i es  f o r  v i o l a t i ons  o f  
the Act, including the possession o f  mari juana, began at a f i n e  o f
not more than $5,000 and imprisonment f o r  not l ess than two nor
more than 10 years.  For a t h i rd  o r  subsequent of fense,  the
of fender  was punishable by a f ine o f  not more than $10,000 and by
imprisonment f o r  not l e s s  than 20 nor more than 40 years .  The
imposit ion or execution o f  sentence could not be suspended and
p roba t i on  o r  pa r o l e  could not be granted unt i l  the minimum
imprisonment provided f o r  the o f fense was served.

1968 Added a chapter  to address Depres sant ,  Ha l l uc inogen i c  and
Stimulant Drugs, including mari juana. Under t h i s  law, mari juana
possess ion  f o r  personal  use was a misdemeanor punishable by
imprisonment f o r  not more than one year ,  or  by a f ine o f  not more 
than $1,000,  or by both. Possession with intent to s e l l  or
d i s t r i b u t e  mar i juana was a f e l o n y  and sub j ec t  to g r e a t e r  
pena l t i es ,  as was s e l l i n g  or  d i s t r ibut ing mari juana to minors.

Alaska Statutes,  T i t l e  17, Chapter 12.



Testimony before House HESS 
Apri l  13, 1988 
Page 2

1975 Amendments made publ ic use o f  mari juana, publ ic possession o f  one 
ounce or  more, possession o f  any amount whi le operating a motor 
vehic le or ai rplane,  and any possession o r  use by a minor a 
misdemeanor punishable by a f i n e  o f  not more than $1,000.
An adul t  who violated the law by possessing any quantity o f  
mari juana in other than a publ ic place,  when the possession or  
control  was f o r  personal use, or  who possessed an ounce or less o f  
mari juana in a publ ic place,  was punishable by a c i v i l  f ine o f  not 
more than $100. Punishment under the c i v i l  sect ion could only be
in i t i a t ed  by c i v i l  complaint o r  c i t a t i on  and the court was al lowed
to es tab l i sh procedures f o r  the payment o f  f ine s  by mai l .

AS 17 .12 .110 .
Prime sponsor o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  Senator Ter ry M i l l e r .
Note, th i s  b i l l  was t ransmi t ted to the Governor on May 19, 

1975. The Ravin decision was released May 27, 1975. Governor
Hammond al lowed the b i l l  to become law without his signature. In 
his message to the Legis lature he stated:

" I t  i s my personal b e l i e f  that i t  i s  not in the publ ic's best
i n te re s t  to expand the use o f  mari juana.
Inasmuch as Senate B i l l  No. 350 might have had thi s e f f e c t
p r i o r  to the recent Supreme Court decis ion,  Ravin v Alaska 
(Opinion No. 1156, May 27, 1975, I could not support the
b i l l .
Because o f  that decis ion,  p r ivate use o f  mari juana is now
beyond the reach o f  cr iminal  law enforcement. As SB 350
imposes  c i v i l  p e n a l t i e s  f o r  such usage,  i t  i s  more
r e s t r i c t i v e  than the law a r t i cu l a ted by the Alaska Supreme
Court ;  the penal t ies f o r  pr ivate mari juana use cannot be
strengthened by a veto . "



Testimony before House HESS 
Apr i l  13, 1988 
Page 3

1982 The cont ro l l ed  substance laws were rewr i t ten so that  they are 
patterned a f t e r  the Uniterm Cont ro l l ed Substances Act and the 
Federal Cont ro l l ed Substances Act o f  1970 and to enact uniform 
pena l t y  p r o v i s i o n s  in con f o rmi t y  with the 1978 rev i s i on o f  
Alaska's cr iminal  code. The l e g i s l a tu r e  found that  mari juana 
poses a ser ious threat  to the publ ic heal th and declared that 
possession or  use o f  mari juana that  i s  not proscr ibed by law under 
the Act should not be construed as condoning or  encouraging the 
use o f  mari juana by any person.
Mari juana i s a schedule VIA ( s i x  A) substance--found to have the 
lowest degree o f  danger or probable danger to a person or the 
publ ic .  Possession o f  less than four  ounces o f  mari juana f o r  
personal consumption is not i l l e g a l  f o r  an adul t  in a nonpublic 
place.  Possession o f  mari juana in publ ic,  in g r ea te r  quant i t ies ,  
with intent to s e l l ,  etc.  is subject to a range o f  penal t ies f o r  
v i o l a t i ons  to f e l on ie s .
Alaska Statutes T i t l e  11, Chapter 71.
Prime Sponsor--Senator Dankworth, 11 Senate cosponsors.

No Mari juana l e g i s l a t i o n  has been enacted in Alaska since 1982.
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'T y L ^ O  ~ h

/  a -̂ lg ^ _ jis u ^ c _ jz ^ _  c & J

~ fc i-A -s  £ ^ jz J £ e -c £ < -& — s \ & s y z * £ l_ _

/Q J U s y ^ u z s  e rf £ * u y  U s U lIC jZ -. 

C y L & w X cJ tls2 ~ tu )  y  & y y u Z ) î --tL £ a jJ 7
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y L C a ĵ C  Y L A — ^

» » - / (/ 1

//y > L u tJ Z jZ .

( J ^ y u a r y o ^  g ^ A ia C T t a J l C L a y t ^ t O f t / ^

O y  / L 'x a c -y a -' ^ ( f~

^ O L * 2 £ A ia a  C a t /  / ' I J l / ^ ' z A j z - ^ -u J

U a d /  L t .  cy t/e ^ y  /̂ d a x jz —



& A L  ItrL . /M -A L O O -zJ

Y C o v C Z  A t —

C L a a j u Z o l J

/jr£ A C a y t-& ^ y C £ a  _ / 2 & C . - 3 / e , < /  O L < z J

J 2 d A C tZ & -* < -£ ^ j (la - r l a a c  (± S L 4 -A

A j  c j Y Y £ J j l ^  I Z  A

/la e jU -d Z A . j  /O a a l -u Jc ri, o l * < J

c l / l o  y & -t, Y L z -

T ^ A c t a * . - ^  Ij-t-jY .L Q & 'C

: ^ V 7  O f (L & Y n try A A A ^ d P

/  t c  .0
L A O u a -L a A A  J d A A A ^ < u L < ^ j

A a / a / fr r L  <Le<tZ,
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S p e e c h

b y

R o s s  A d k i n s  
1 5 9 8  W o l v e r i n e  L n .
F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a

9 9 7 0 9  T e l e .  4 7 9 - 6 8 4 9

t o

H ESS  C o m m i t t e e  H e a r i n g s  ( S B 3 2 -  1 9 8 8 )

o n

A p r i l  1 3 ,  1 9 8 8

T h e  A m e r i c a n  p u b l i c  i s  p r e s e n t l y  I n v o l v e d  i n  W o r l d  W a r  3 .  I t  i s  a  
v i o l e n t  w a r  o r  g u n s ,  k i l l i n g s ,  r o b b e r i e s ,  b u r g l a r i e s ,  s t r e e t g a n g  
a t r o c i t i e s  a n d  b r i b e r y .  I t  i s  c a u s i n g  i r r e p a r a b l e  d a m a g e  t o  t h i s  
c o u n t r y ' s  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h i r d  w o r l d  n a t i o n s .  L a r g e r  c i t i e s  i n  
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a r e  a l m o s t  c o m p l e t e l y  c o n t r o l l e d  b y  t h e  c a s h  
f l o w  c r e a t e d  b y  t h i s  w a r .  F a i r b a n k s  a n d  o t h e r  A l a s k a n  t o w n s  a r e  
i n v o l v e d  d a i l y .  T h e  r e c e n t  k i l l i n g s ,  b e a t i n g s  a n d  b u r g l a r i e s  i n  
F a i r b a n k s  a r e  a  t e s t a m e n t  t o  t h i s  w a r .  I t  i s  a  s u b t l e ,  r e l e n t l e s s  
c r u e l  p r e s s u r e  o n  o u r  y o u t h .  I t  i s  t h e  w a r  o f  d r u g s ,  a n d  o u r  
e n e m i e s  a r e  c o c a i n e ,  h e r o i n ,  v a r i o u s  p i l l s  a n d  m a r i j u a n a .

T h e  w a r  m u s t  b e  w o n ;  o u r  y o u t h  a n d  e l d e r l y  a r e  l o s i n g  t h e i r  
f r e e d o m  s a f e t y  a n d  l i v e s  d a i l y  b e c a u s e  o f  o u r  a p p a r e n t  
h e l p l e s s n e s s .  I t  h a s  c o s t  o u r  c o u n t r y  m o r e  i n  l i v e s  a n d  d o l l a r s  
t h a n  t h e  V i e t  Nam w a r .  P r e s i d e n t  R e a g a n  h a s  p l e d g e d  b i l l i o n s  t o  
c o m b a t  a l l  d r u g s  i n c l u d i n g  m a r i j u a n a ,  a n d  N a n c y  s a y s  " j u s t  s a y  n o "  
t o  m a r i j u a n a  a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r  d r u g s .  C a n  w e  d o  l e s s  t h a n  p a s s  
S B 3 2 .  I t ' s  h a r d l y  e n o u g h  b u t  w o u l d  a t  l e a s t  b e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  
t h e  n a t i o n ' s  c r i s i s .  We m u s t  s e n d  a  c l e a r  m e s s a g e  t o  o u r  
c i t i z e n s  a n d  t h o s e  w h o  p r o f i t  f r o m  a l l  t h e  a b h o r r e n t  a c t i v i t y  o n  a 
l o c a l  a n d  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  t r a f f i c  o f  m a r i j u a n a .  
We m u s t  o u t l a w  t h e  s u b s t a n c e  c o m p l e t e l y ,

T h e  a d v o c a t e s  o f  h o m e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  m a r i j u a n a  c i t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
r i g h t s  a a  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  a r g u m e n t .  I  u n d e r s t a n d  a n d  
d e f e n d  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t s  a s  m u c h  a s  a n y o n e .  I  a l s o  u n d e r s t a n d  
t h a t  t h o s e  r i g h t s  c a r r y  w i t h  t h e m  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  r e f r a i n  
f r o m  i n t e r f e r i n g  w i t h  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  o t h e r s .  I  a s k  y o u  t h r e e  
q u e s t i o n s ;  1 .  D o  w e  a s  a  n a t i o n  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  d i s r u p t  o u r  
n « i o h h o r * 1 e c o n o m y  b y  a l l o w i n g  o u r  d e m a n d  f o r  t h i s  u s e l e s s  h a b i t  
t o  r e p l a c e  t h e i r  f o o d  c r o p s ,  a n d  p e r p e t r a t e  t h e  o t h e r  e v i l s  o f  
t h i s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d r u g  c u l t u r e  o n  t h e s e  p e o p l e .  We i n  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  t e n d  t o  t h i n k  o f  c e n t r a l  a n d  s o u t h  A m e r i c a n ' s  p r o b l e m s  a s  
u n f a i r  b u r d e n s  p l a c e d  o n  u s .  L o o k  c l o s e l y ,  t h e  e n e m y  i s  u s  M a k e  
a l l  d r u g s  i l l e g a l  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s u b t l e  i n t r o d u c t o r y  m a r i j u a n a .  2 .  
d o  we  i n  A l a s k a  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a n  a c t i v i t y  w h i c h  
f i n a n c e s  t h e  s t r e e t  g a n g s  i n  L o s  A n g a l e e .  A l l  o t h e r  s t a t e s  h a v e  
s e n t  a  c l e a r  m e s s a g e  t o  i t s  c i t i z e n s  NO M A R I JU A N A .  Y o u  c a n  b e t

1



t h e  r e c e n t  c r a c k d o w n  o n  s t r a e t  g a n g s  i n  LA  h a s  b e a n  a i d e d  b y  t h e  
c o n v i c t i o n  o n  m a r i j u a n a  w h e n  n o t h i n g  e l s e  w a s  a v a i l a b l e .  3 .  I  
a s k  y o u  a l s o ,  d o  t h e  n e i g h b o r s  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  p o s s e s s  a n d  u s e  
m a r i j u a n a  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  w h o  s e e  n o t h i n g  w r o n g  
w i t h  i n t r o d u c i n g  t h e  b a g  t h e y  l i f t e d  o f f  t h e  d r e s s e r  t o  m y  
d a u g h t e r ?  A n  e m p h a t i c  n o .  T h e  p r o b l e m  p a s t  t h e  p o i n t  l o n g  a g o  o f  
p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  r i g h t s .  We p a r e n t s  w h o  p a y  t h e  b i l l s ,  s u p p o r t  
t h e  s c h o o l s ,  a n d  i n  l a r g e  p o r t i o n  e l e c t  y o u  M r ,  K o p o n e n  t o  o f f i c e ,  
d e m a n d  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  o u r  c h i l d r e n ' s  a n d  o u r  r i g h t s .

M a r i j u a n a  i s  u n q u e s t i o n a b l y  a  m a j o r  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  t o t a l  d r u g  
c u l t u r e ' s  e c o n o m y  a n d  m e t h o d  o f  e x p a n s i o n .  T h e  t h r e a t  o f  c o c a i n e  
a d d i c t i o n  i s  e a s i l y  c l o u d e d  w i t h  m a r i j u a n a  s m o k a .  P u s h e r s  a r e  
u s u a l l y  t r a i n e d  w i t h  m a r i j u a n a  a n d  p h a s e d  i n t o  h a r d  d r u g s  a s  t h e y  
p r o v e  p r o f i c i e n t .  M a r i j u a n a  t r a f f i c  p r o v i d e s  d a y  t o  d a y  i n c o m e  
w h i l e  t h e  d r u g  e n t r a p a n e u r  w a i t s  f o r  t h e  b i g  o n e .  A s s o c i a t i o n  i s  
o b v i o u s ,  o u r  r e l u c t a n c e  t o  a c t  i s  u n r e a s o n a b l e .

T h o s e  w h o  w o u l d  d e l a y  t h i s  b i l l  b y  d r a w i n g  c o m p a r i s o n s  w i t h  
a l c o h o l  a r e  s a y i n g  r a p e  i s  o k  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  a  l e s s o r  e v i l  t h a n
m u r d e r .  How r i d i c u l o u s  c a n  t h e  l o g i c  o f  a  u s e r  g e t .

C l e a r  t h i s  s o c i e t y  o f  t h a t  s m o k e  w h i c h  t u r n s  a l l  q u e s t i o n s  g r a y
a n d  l u  1 1 b u s  t o  s l e e p .  We a r e  a t  w a r  a n d  we m u s t  w a k e  u p .  T h e
h o u r  i s  l a t e  a n d  t h e  e n e m y  i s  u p o n  u s .
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Tes t imony on SB 32 - A p r i l  13 ,  1988 
Glenn Hackney 

1136 Sunse t  D r .
F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  99709

Mr. Cha i rman ,  Mr. Co -Cha i rman ,  commi t t ee  members :  My name i s
Glenn Hackney ,  I l i v e  a t  1136 Suns e t  D r . ,  F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a sk a  9 9 7 0 9 .

I 'm he r e  t o n i g h t  t o  t e s t i f y  in f a v o r  o f  pa s sage  o f  SB 32 .
I t h i n k  a c l e a r  s t a t emen t  by the  l e g i s l a t u r e  i s  in o r d e r  at  
t h i s  t im e .

Mr. Cha i rman,  I ' v e  r ead  the  a r t i c l e  by a t t o r n e y  W a g s t a f f  o f  
Ancho rage ,  whe re in  he s t a t e s  - q uo t e  - "M a r i j u a n a  has been used 
t h r o u g h o u t  t he  wo r l d  in v a r i o u s  f o rm s ,  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  and quan ­
t i t i e s  f o r  t housands  o f  y e a r s .  No t h ing  bad has happened y e t .
( emphas i s  m i n e ) .  Unquote .  I 'm s u r e  th e  e n g i n e e r  o f  t h e  C o n r a i l  
t ^ a i n  t h a t  r e c e n t l y  c r a s h e d ,  k i l l i n g  14 o r  16 p e o p l e  had the  
same t h o u g h t .  He t e s t e d  p o s i t i v e  f o r  m a r i j u a n a  in h i s  sy s t em .
Mayb* he t h ough t  t he  s i g n a l  l i g h t  was th e  moon r i s i n g  d r e a m i l y  
o v e r  I.he r a i l r o a d  t r a c k .  We c a n ' t  a f f o r d  t o  have space c ade t s  
r unn ing  ou r  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s y s t em .

I c a n ' t  s p e c u l a t e  about  t he  6 , 6 0 0  h o s p i t a l  emergency room 
a dm is s i o n s  t o  ou r  n a t i o n ' s  h o s p i t a l s  in /<? 5<C, . Maybe th ey  j u s t  
dreamed someth ing was wrong wi th  them f r om us ing  m a r i j u a n a .  I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  we can d i sm i s s  m a r i j u a n a  as a h a rm l e s s  l aw y e r s '  dream 
machine o f  ^.noice.

L e t ' s  no t  l o s e  s i g h t  o f  t he  f a c t  t h a t  m a r i j u a n a  i s  a d r u g , 
a mind a l t e r i n g  su b s t an c e  t h a t  i s  i l l e g a l  t o  use in e v e r y  s t a t e .

I n e v i t a b l y  t h e r e  a r i s e s  t he  d i f f e r e n c e  in t h e  way m a r i j u a n a  
i s  t r e a t e d  compared t o  a l c o h o l  and t o b a c c o .  W e l l ,  Mr.  Chai rman ,  
as Pau l  Harvey might  s a y ,  'w e ' r e  no t  dong n o t h i n g  abou t  a l c o h o l  
and t o b a c c o  in ou r  c o u n t r y .  I t ' s  o n l y  because o f  p l a t o o n s  
o f  l a w y e r s ,  d i v i s i o n s  o f  l aw y e r s ,  a rm i e s  o f  l a w y e r s ,  t h a t  l i t t l e  
g e t s  done about  l i m i t i n g  c i g a r e t t e  u se .

I t  seems t o  me we a r e  wi th  m a r i j u a n a  where we were wi th 
c i g a r e t t e s  a s h o r t  1 /2  c e n t u r y  ago :  n o t h i n g  wrong w i th  c i g a r e t t e s ,
s a t i s f y i n g ,  r e l a x i n g ,  n e r v e  s o o t h i n g .  Mr.  Cha i rman ,  t h e  smoke 
f r om m a r i j u a n a  goes t o  t he  same p l a c e  c i g a r e t t e  smoke g o e s ,  
o n l y  i t  s t a y s  l o n g e r .
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Mr. Cha i rman,  Har ry  G. Summers, J r . ,  r e c e n t l y  w ro t e  a column 
t i t l e d  "U . S .  MUST HAVE WILL TO WIN THE WAR ON DRUGS". He c i t e s  
the maner opium abuse was l a r g e l y  stamped ou t  in China when 
a u t h o r i t y  t o ok  the  a t t i t u d e  ' d rug abuse by i n d i v i d u a l s  w i l l  no 
l o n g e r  be t o l e r a t e d ' .  Summers f i e l d s  t h i s  o p i n i o n  on f i g h t i n g  
drug abuse in Amer ica - quo t e  - " - - t h e  s o l u t i o n  l i e s  in d r y i n g  
up th e  ma rke t  upon which the s u p p l i e r s  depend by making the  pa in  
and p e n a l t y  o f  be ing  a drug abu se r  f a r  g r e a t e r  t han any p l e a s u r e  
t h a t  might  be d e r i v e d  f rom t a k i n g  d r u g s . "  - unquo te .

Mr. Cha i rman,  t h a t  means a c o n s i s t e n t ,  tough p o l i c y ,  no t  a 
p o l i c y  t h a t  t e l l s  young A l a s k a n s ,  'm a r i j u a n a  i s  i l l e g a l  but i t ' s  
okay in the  home in 4 o z .  l o t s .  Those f i g h t i n g  drug abuse in 
the  s c h o o l s  a r e  a d v o c a t i n g  ' j u s t  say n o ' .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  i s  
s a y i n g ,  ' j u s t  say maybe ' .  I u rge yo u ,  as r e s p o n s i b l e  A l a sk an s  
t o  pass  SB 32 .  J u s t  say ' no '  t o  d r u g s .


