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(F P R -0 0 0 0 3 7 - 0 1 -0 )

I -  I n t r o d u c t i o n
The pu rpose  o f  t h i s  s tudy  i s  to  d e s c r i b e  the  e x te n t  to  which m ed ica l 

s e r v i c e s  a re  a v a i l a b l e  t o  those  in  need o f  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  to  

low -income and M e d i c a i d - e l i g i b le  women. The s tudy  has th re e  components: ( 1 )

e s t im a t i o n  o f  th e  need f o r  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  (d e f in e d  us the  number o f  
women o f  r e p r o d u c t iv e  age who a re  i n f e r t i l e  because o f  impairments in  t h e i r  
own o r  in  t h e i r  p a r t n e r ' r  f e c u n d i t y ,  whose i n f e r t i l i t y  p rob lem  i s  m e d ic a l ly  

t r e a t a b l e  and who w ish t o  have a b a b y ) ;  ( 2 )  e s t im a t i o n  o f  the  e x t e n t  t o  which 

women w ith  f e c u n d i t y  impairments have r e c e iv e d  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r \ i c e s  and 

d i f f e r e n c e s  by p o v e r t y  s t a t u s  and o t h e r  demographic c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  and ( 3 )  a 

d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  n a t i o n a l ,  r e g i o n a l  and m e t r o p o l i t a n  a re a  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  

i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  f rom  p r i v a t e  p h y s ic i a n s  and f a m i ly  p la n n in g  a g e n c ie s ,  and 

o f  n a t i o n a l  a v a i l a b i l i t y  f rom  s p e c i a l i z e d  . ^ f e r t i l i t y  t re a tm en t c e n t e r s .  Th is  

i n f o rm a t i o n  w i l l  be used t o  i d e n t i f y  th e  a d d i t i o n a l  s e r v i c e s ,  i f  any , 

n e c e s s a r y  t o  reduce  the  unmet need f o r  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s .
S e v e r a l  n a t i o n a l  d a ta  s e t s  were a n a ly z e d  t o  de te rm ine  the  need f o r  and 

a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  i n f a r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s .  E s t im a te s  o f  th e  need and unmet naed 
f o r  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  among p o o r  end nonpoo r women o f  r e p r o d u c t i v e  age were 
p re p a re d  f rom  C y c le  I I I  o f  t h e  R a t i o n a l  Su rvey  o f  F am i ly  Growth (RSFC) 

c onduc ted  i n  l a t e  1982  b y  th e  R a t i o n a l  C e n te r  f o r  H e a l th  S t a t i s t i c s .  

I n f o rm a t i o n  abou t s e r v i c e  p r o v id e r s  comes from  th r e e  A lan  Guttmacher I n s t i t u t e  
(A G I) s u r v e y s :  1983 AGI Su rvey  o f  r i v a t e  P h y s ic i a n s ,  1984 AGI Su rvey  o f  

F am i ly  P ian n in g  Agencies a>* ? t i l i t y  S a r v i c a a ,  and the  1984 AGI Su rvey

o f  I n f e r t i l i t y  T rea tm en t Ct... . , i .



The f i r s t  s e c t i o n  o f  the  r e p o r t  d e s c r ib e s  the methodo logy  o f  da ta  

c o l l e c t i o n  and a n a l y s i s  f o r  each da ta  s e t  used . Next a r e  \h« s tudy r e s u l t s  
and t a b ] a s ,  which d e s c r i b e  th e  f e c u n d i t y  s t a t u s  o f  women 1 5 -4 4  y e a rs  o f  age 
and the  need f o r  and u se  o f  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  by a l l  women. The 

a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  f rom  th r e e  typ e s  o f  m ed ica l p r o v id e r s  i s  
exam ined . The p r o v i d e r s  s tu d ie d  in c lu d e  p r i v a t e  p h y s ic i a n s ,  o rg an iz e d  f a m i ly  
p la n n in g  a g e n c ie s ,  and s p e c i a l i z e d  i n f e r t i l i t y  t re a tm en t  c e n t e r s .  The r e p o r t  

c on c lu de s  w i th  a summary d i s c u s s i o n  o f  th e  a y a i l a b l l t y  and a c c e s s i b i l i t y  o f  
i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  and the  im p l i c a t i o n s  o f  th e  f i n d in g s .

The t a b le s  a r e  numbered s e p a r a t e l y  f o r  each s e c t i o n  o f  th e  r e p o r t .  The 

p r e f i x  "H" i n  th e  t a b l e  number r e f e r s  t o  th e  m ethodo logy  s e c t i o n ,  "W" t o  d a ta  

on women f rom  th e  N a t i o n a l  Su rvey  o f  F am i ly  G row th , " P "  t o  th e  su rvey  o f  

p h y s i c i a n s ,  "A" t o  th e  su rv e y  o f  f a m i ly  p la n n in g  a g e n c ie s ,  "CM to  i n f e r t i l i t y  

c e n t e r s ,  and "N" t o  a com par ison  o f  th e  need f o r  s e r v i c e s  w ith  the 

a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  p r o v i d e r s .



I I .  S ^ i g d o l o t y
The A lan Guttmacher I n s t i t u t e  (AGI) conducted th re e  su rv e y s  o f  p u b l i c  and 

p r i v a t e  h e a l t h  c a re  p r o v id e r s  t o  a s c e r t a in  t h e i r  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e  p o l i c i e s  
and p r a c t i c e s .  Th is  in f o rm a t i o n  was used to  complement the  f in d in g s  f rom  a 

s p e c i a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  s e le c t e d  q u e s t io n s  ahout fe c u n d i t y ,  i n f e r t i l i t y ,  and use 

o f  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  a b s t r a c t e d  f rom  th e  1982 t f a t i o n a l  Su rvey  o f  Fam i ly  
Growth. Be low i s  a d i s c u s s i o n  o f  each d a ta  s e t ,  the a n a l y s i s  conducted and 

c a u t io n s  f o r  i n t e r p r e t i n g  the  f i n d in g s  f o r  esieh da ta  s e t .

A. P r i v a t e  P h y s ic i a n  Su rvey

The in fo rm a t i o n  on th e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  by p r i v a t e  
p h y s ic i a n s  comes from  d a ta  c o l l e c t e d  in  th e  1983 AGI Su rvey  o f  P r i v a t e  

P h y s ic i a n s .  Du ring  tha  summer o f  1 9 8 3 ,  th e  AGI conducted a n a t i o n a l  su rv ey  o f  

p r i v a t e  p h y s ic i a n s  t o  c o l l e c t  in f o rm a t i o n  on the  p r o v i s i o n  o f  r e p r o d u c t iv e  
h e a l t h  c a r e  s e r v i c e s ,  i n c lu d in g  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s ,  th rou gh  th e  p r i v a t e  
m ed ic a l s e c t o r .  A random, s t r a t i f i e d  p r o b a b i l i t y  sample o f  571  g e n e r a l / f a m i l y  

p r a c t i t i o n e r s ,  686 g e n e r a l  s u rg e on s ,  1 , 2 9 0  o b s t e t r i c i a n / g y n e c o l o g i s t s  and 662 

u r o l o g i s t s  was s e le c t e d  f rom  the  American M ed ica l A s s o c ia t i o n  (AMA) m as te r  

f i l e .  JV The AMA's m as te r  f i l e  in c lu d e s  a l l  U .S .  p h y s ic i a n s ,  r e g a r d le s s  o f  

t h e i r  AMA member s t a t u s ,  and i s  upda ted  c o n t in u o u s ly .  The sample s e le c t e d  

in c lu d e d  o n ly  p h y s ic i a n s  n o t  employed by th e  f e d e r a l  government and w ith  

o f f i c e - b a s e d  p r a c t i c e s  i n  any o f  th e  50 s t a t e s  o r  the  D i s t r i c t  o f  Co lumbia in 

December 1 9 8 2 .
The q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was des igned  t o  a s c e r t a i n  whether p h y s ic i a n s  p ro v id ed  

s p e c i f i c  s e r v i c e s ,  t h e i r  r e f e r r a l  and f e e  p o l i c i e s  ( i n c lu d in g  accep tance  o f



Medicaid r e im bu rsem en ts ) ,  the number o f  p ? t i e n t s  se rved  and gene ra l 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  th e  p h y s ic i a n s '  p r a c t i c e s .  The q u e s t io n s  were m od i f ie d  f o r  
each group o f  p h y s ic i a n s  to  cove r  o n ly  those  s e r v i c e s  p e r t i n e n t  to  t h e i r  
s p e c i a l i t y  ( s e e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  in  Appendix A ) .

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  were i n i t i a l l y  m a i led  to  the g e n e r a l / f a m i l y  p r a c t i t i o n e r s ,  
g e n e ra l  su rg eon s  and o b s t e t r i c i a n / g y n e c o l o g i s t s  d u r in g  the  summer o f  1983 . 
Numerous e f f o r t s  were made to  c o n ta c t  non re sponden ts . F i r s t ,  q u e s t io n n a i re s  

were s e n t  two more t im es du r in g  a fo u r -w eek  p e r i o d ,  a f t e r  which random samples 

o f  rem a in ing  n on re sponden ts  were in te rv iew ed  by te le p h on e .  A fo u r th  

q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was m a i le d  to  a l l  non respond ing  g e n e r a l / f a m i l y  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  and 

o b s t e t r i c i a n / g y n e c o l o g i s t s  and t o  40 p e rc e n t  o f  non re spond ing  g en e ra l 

su rg e on s . F i n a l l y 7, d u r in g  the  f a l l ,  a l l  rem a in ing  non responden ts  were 

c on ta c ted  by  i n t e r v i e w e r s  u s ing  an a b b re v ia te d  t e le p h on e  p r o t o c o l ;  p h y s ic ia n s  

were asked o n l y  i f  th e y  were s t i l x  in  p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e  i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  

s p e c i a l i t i e s ,  i f  th e y  p ro v id e d  the  s e r v i c e s  unde r re v iew , and i f  they were , 
whether th e y  a ccep ted  M ed ica id  re imbursement f o r  th o s e  s e r v i c e s .  U r o l o g i s t s  

were su rveyed  i n i t i a l l y  i n  th e  f a l l  o f  1 9 8 3 .  A l l  non re sponden ts  were fo l low e d  

up w ith  two a d d i t i o n a l  m a i l i n g s ;  te le p h on e  c a l l s  were made t o  a l l  those  who 
d id  n o t  r e s p o n d - t o  e i t h e r  f o l l o w - u p  s a i l i n g .

C f th e  3 , 2 0 9  p h y s ic i a n s  i n i t i a l l y  s u rv e y ed , 515 were sub sequen t ly  exc luded  

f rom  th e  s tu d y  bocause  i t  was found t h a t  they  had r e t i r e d  o r  d ied  o r  were 
l i s t e d  unde r i n c o r r e c t  add re s se s  o r  s p e c i a l t i e s  ( s e e  T ab le  M - l ) .  E ig h t y - t h r e e  

p e rc e n t  ( 2 , 2 4 7 )  o f  th e  rem a in ing  2 ,6 9 4  e l i g i b l e  p h y s ic i a n s  responded t o  the  

s u r v e y .  The r e s p o n s e  r a t e  was h ig h e s t  among u r o l o g i s t s  (8 9  p e rc e n t )  and 

low es t  among g e n e r a l / f a m i l y  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  (7 9  p e r c e n t ) ;  83 p e rc en t  o f  g e n e ra l  

su rgeons  and o b s t e t r i c i a n / g y n e c o l o g i s t s  responded as w e l l .  The p r o p o r t i o n  o f  

p h y s ic i a n s  who responded  d i f f e r e d  l i t t l e  a c ro s s  th e  f o u r  r e g io n s .

I X



So p a t t e r n  o f  d i f f e r e n c e  was found between responden ts  and non respondents 

in  age , r e g io n  o r  m e t r o p o l i t a n  s t a t u s  o f  p r a c t i c e ,  board c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o r  type 
o f  p r a c t i c e  ( s o l o ,  group o r  p a r t n e r s h i p ) .  S im i l a r l y ,  few d i f f e r e n c e s  were 
found between p h y s ic ia n s  i answered the f u l l  q u e s t io n n a i r e  by m a i l  o r  phone 

and th o se  who answered th e  a b b re v ia te d  te lephone su rv ey  in  the above c h a ra c ­

t e r i s t i c s ,  in  whether th e y  p ro v id e d  s p e c i f i c  s e r v ic e s  o r  in  whether they 
accep ted  M ed ica id .

Responses were weigh ted  t o  app rox im ate  the n a t i o n a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  

p h y s ic i a n s  in  the  f o u r  s p e c i a l i t i e s  by reg ion  o f  the  c ou n t ry  and m e t r o p o l i t a n  
a r e a s .  The AGI used th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  the sampled p h y s ic i a n s  to  e s t im a te  

th e  r e g i o n a l  and m e t r o p o l i t a n  d i s t r i b u t i o n s ,  because th e  AMA p ro v id ed  

e s t im a te s  o f  th e  number o f  p r i v a t e  p h y s ic ia n s  in  o f f i c e - b a s e d  p r a c t i c e s  

n a t io nw id e  o n ly .  T ab le  M - l shows th e  e s t im a ted  u n iv e r s e ,  by s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  

\ rd  r e g i o n ,  t h a t  the  sample r e p r e s e n t s .

The a n a l y s i s  c o n s i s t s  o f  two s t e p s .  In  the  f i r s t ,  e s t im a te s  a r e  made o f  
th e  number and p r o p o r t i o n  o f  p h y s ic i a n s  who p r o v id e  no i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s ,  

p r e l im in a r y  i n f e r t i l i t y  t e s t s  and p ro c e d u re s ,  and s p e c i a l i z e d  s e r v i c e s ,  by 
s p e c i a l t y  w i t h in  th e  f o u r  r e g io n s  and m e t r o p o l i t a n  and n o n o e t r o p o l i t a n  a re a s .  

The second s t e p  i s  t b  d e s c r i b e  th e  p o l i c i e s  o f  p h y s ic ia n s  who p r o v id e  

i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s :  t h e i r  f e e  p o l i c i e s  f o r  low-income p a t i e n t s ,  whether they 

a ccep t Medica id  re im bu rsem en ts ,  t h e i r  r e f e r r a l  p o l i c i e s ,  and the  number o f  

i n f e r t i l i t y  p a t i e n t s  s e rv e d  a n n u a l l y .

C on f id ence  i n t e r v a l s  f o r  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  p h y s ic ia n s  p r o v id in g  a s p e c i f i c  

s e r v i c e  o r  hav in g  a c e r t a i n  p o l i c y  have been c a lc u la t e d  as i l l u s t r a t e d  in  
t e x t  T ab le  A be low  f o r  each s p e c i a l t y .  The c on f id en ce  i n t e r v a l s  a r e  l a r g e s t



when the  p r o p o r t i o n  i s  around 0 . 5 ,  so t h i s  p r o p o r t i o n  is  used in  the 
i l l u s t r a t i o n .  Tha fo rm u la  f o r  s tan d a rd  d e v i a t i o n  takes  in t o  accoun t tha 

p r o p o r t i o n  o f  tha u n iv e r s e  o f  p h y s ic ia n s  t h a t  the  re sponden ts  c o n s t i t u t e s ;  

th e se  p r o p o r t i o n s  d l i f e r  w id e ly  f o r  each p h y s ic i a n  s p e c i a l t y  su rveyed .

The chances a re  95 ou t  o f  100 t h a t  a sample e s t im a te  o f  50 p e rc en t  would f a l l  

w i th in  10 pe rcon tage  p o in t s  o f  th e  a c t u a l  p e rc en tag e  f o r  g e n e r a l / f a m i l y  

p r a c t i t i o n e r s  and g e n e ra l  su rgeons , and s i x  and e ig h t  pe rcen tage  p o in t s ,  
r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  f o r  o b s t e t r i c i a n / g y n e c o l o g i s t s  and u r o l o g i s t s .

T ab le  A: E s t im a ted  s tan da rd  D e v ia t io n s  and C on f id ence  I n t e r v a l s  f o r  Bach
P h y s ic i a n  I p e c i a l i s a t i o n

S p e c i a l i z a t i o n
U n iv e rse

(H>
Respondents

(n )

S tanda rd
d e v ia t i o n *
_ (P-.5)

95%
C on f id en c e
i n t e r v a l s * *
( o « . 5 )

e G e n e r a l / f a m i ly  
p r a c t i o n e r s 4 9 ,8 7 9 355 .026 . 4 5 - . 5 5

e G en e ra l  su rgeons 2 3 ,1 0 0 448 .023 . 4 5 - . 5 5
e O b s t e t r i c i a n /  

g y n e c o lo g i s t s 2 1 ,4 2 2 931 .016 . 4 7 - . 5 3
e U r o l o g i s t s 6 ,6 7 5 513 .021 . 4 6 - . 5 4

*  S tand a rd  d e v i a t i o n  ■ ( l - o )  x  1 -  n
n  V

* *  C on f id en ce  i n t e r v a l s  ■ ♦ 2 s tan da rd  d e v i a t i o n s .

B . F am i ly  P l a m i n a  Agency Su rvey

The in f o rm a t i o n  d e s c r ib in g  f a m i ly  p la n n in g  a g e n c ie s '  p r o v i s i o n  o f  

i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  i s  f r o *  d a ta  c o l l e c t e d  in  a su rv e y  des igned and f i e l d e d



f o r  t h i s  s tu d y . Du ring the f a l l  o f  1 9 84 ,  a q u e s t io n n a i r e  on i n f e r t i l i t y  

s e r v i c e s  p ro v id ed  by f a m i ly  p la n n in g  agenc ies  was de ii igned , u s in g  q u e s t io n s  
s im i l a r  t o  th o se  asked o f  p r i v a t e  p h y s ic ia n s  and add ing more d e t a i l e d  

q u e s t io n s  about sou rce s  o f  fu n d in g ,  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on the  p r o v i s i o n  o f  s e r v i c e s ,  

and p r e l im in a r y  i n f e r t i l i t y  c a r e .  The q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was p r e t e s t e d  w ith  19 

a g e n c ie s ,  and f i v e  p r o v i d e r  s p e c i a l i s t s  were c o n su l t e d  about the  scope o f  the 

s u rv e y .  The p r e t e s t  r e s u l t s  and o t h e r  comments were rev iewed and the 
q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was f i n a l i z e d  and p r in t e d  in  Janu a ry  1985 . (S ee  Appendix B f o r  
a copy o f  th e  s u r v e y ) .

From th e  o r i g i n a l  u n i v e r s e  o f  2 ,4 5 4  f a m i ly  p la n n in g  agenc ie s  in  the  U n ited  

S t a t e s ,  a minimum o f  400  re sp on s e s  was needed f o r  adequate d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  the  

p r o v i s i o n  o f  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  by agency typ e  and by r e g io n  (s e e  t e x t  T ab le  

B b e low , columns one and tw o ) .

T a b le  B: F am i ly  P la n n in g  Agency Su rvey  Sample E s t im a te s

Aggn&jL-IXML

P roposed
Minimum

•  T o t a l  a g enc ie s  2 , 4 5 4

•  H e a l t h  departm ents
a g en c ie s  1 , 4 1 9

•  H o s p i t a l  f a m i ly
p la n n in g  agenc ie s  272

•  P lann ed  Pa ren thood
a f f i l i a t e s  181

•  "O th e r "  typ e  agenc ie s  582

400

100

100

100

1 0 0

Est im a ted  
F i n a l  M a i l  
S a a n le  Response

768

157

272

426

90

98

145 129

1 9 4  1 0 9

Actua l
M a il
Responses

508

130

108

135

1 3 5



A re c e n t  AGI su rv e y  i l l u s t r a t e d  t h a t  the  re sp on se  r a t e  t o  su rv e y  r e q u e s t s  
d i f f e r s  by agency typ e . £ / U s ing  th e se  e s t im a te d  response  r a t e s  t o  i d e n t i f y  
the  sample needed t o  o b t a in  the  g o a l  o f  100 re sp on se s  from  th r e e  m a i l  

r e q u e s t s ,  a sample o f  768 agenc ie s  was e s t im a te d  to  be n e c e s s a r y ,  an in c re a s e  
f rom  th e  600  agenc ie s  e s t im a ted  in  th e  p r o p o s a l  ( s e e  column t h r e e ) .  Th is  
sample was e s t im a ted  to  y i e l d  a minimim o f  426 su rv e y  re sp on se s  from  th r e e  

m a i l in g s  ( a s  shown in  column f o u r ) .  The samp le was p lanned t o  p r o v id e  a t  
l e a s t  100  re sp onden ts  from  each r e g i o n .

Sampled agenc ie s  were s e n t  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  i n  Janua ry  1 9 8 5 . Th ree weeks 

l a t e r ,  a l l  non re sponden ts  were s e n t  a second r e q u e s t  and, w i t h in  th r e e  weeks, 

rem a in ing  non re sponden ts  r e c e iv e d  a t h i r d  s u r v e y  r e q u e s t .  By A p r i l ,  th e  

minimum number o f  re spond ing  a g en c ie s  f o r  each agency type  and r e g io n  had been 
r e c e i v e d .  The te le p h on e  f o l l o w - u p  p lann ed  f o r  non respond ing  agenc ie s  p roved  

u n n e c e s sa ry ;  a l l o t t e d  s t a f f  t ime was used f o r  o b ta in in g  in f o rm a t i o n  from  
agenc ie s  which had re tu rn e d  in c om p le te  s u r v e y s .  At the c l o s e  o f  d a ta  

c o l l e c t i o n  in  May o f  1 9 8 5 ,  508 a g en c ie s  had responded ( s e e  T ab le  M -2 ) ,  25 

p e r c e n t  more than  th e  minimum number needed f o r  the  a n a ly s i s  ( s e e  column f i v e ,  
t e x t  T a b le  B ) .

As a  r e s u l t  o f  th e  t h r e e  m a i l  r e q u e s t s  t o  768 a g en c ie s ,  n in e  agenc ie s  were 

found t o  be i n e l i g i b l e ! ,  th e s e  a g en c ie s  had c l o s e d ,  merged* were no lo n g e r  

p r o v id in g  m ed ic a l  f a m i ly  p la n n in g  s e r v i c e s  o r  had no fo rw a rd in g  add re s s  (s e e  

T ab le  M -2 ) .  The i n e l i g i b l e  a g en c ie s  were d e le t e d  f rom  th e  sample and f rom  the 

u n i v e r s e .  O f th e  rem a ind e r ,  508  a g en c ie s  responded  and 251  a g enc ie s  r e fu s e d  

t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  o r  n*»” e r  responded t o  th e  m a i l  r e q u e s t s .

F o r t y - f i v e  p e rc e n t  o f  th e  r e sp on se s  came f rom  th e  f i r s t  m a i l  r e q u e s t  (s e e
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Tab le  M -3 ) ;  37 p e rc e n t  came a f t e r  tha second r e q u e s t ,  w h i le  the  t h i r d  req u e s t  
y ie ld e d  o n ly  h a l f  as many re s p o n s e s .  Of the f o u r  types o f  agenc ie s  su rveyed ,
P lanned Pa ren thood  a f f i l i a t e s  were most l i k e l y  to  respond to  the  * i r s t  

r e q u e s t .  H o s p i t a l  and h e a l t h  department fa m i ly  p la n n in g  agenc ie s  were more 

l i k e l y  t o  respond to  the  second r e q u e s t  than to  the  f i r s t ,  which may r e f l e c t  
the a d d i t i o n a l  t im e  such agenc ie s  m ight need t o  comp le te  su rv ey  r e q u e s t s .

O v e r a l l ,  67 p e r c e n t  o f  th e  e l i g i b l e  agenc ie s  re sponded , bu t  the re spon se  

r a t e  d i f f e r e d  w id e ly  by typ e  o f  agency and l e s s  so by r e g i o n ,  as shown in  
T ab le  M-4. P lanned  P a ren th ood  a f f i l i a t e s  had th e  h ig h e s t  response  r a t e ,  94 

p e r c e n t ,  w h i le  h o s p i t a l  a g en c ie s  were the  low e s t  a t  48 p e r c e n t .  The agenc ie s  
in  the f o u r  r e g io n s  d i f f e r e d  by no more than  11 p e rc en tag e  p o in t s  in  t h e i r  

re spon se  r a t e s  ( 6 1  t o  72 p e r c e n t ) .  The p e rc en tag e  o f  ag enc ie s  re spond ing  

among the  f o u r  r e g io n s  o v e r a l l  and f o r  each agency typ e  d id  n o t  d i f f e r  

s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  e x c e p t  f o r  th e  'o th * 7 *  t y p i  o f  a g e n c ie s ,  %/here th o se  in  the  
N o r th e a s t  and N o r t h c e n t r a l  were more l i k e l y  t o  respond than  were th o se  i n  the 

South and West ( 8 8  and 74 p e r c e n t ,  v s .  62 and 66 p e r c e n t ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ) .  No 

s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  e x i s t e d  in  th e  re sp on se  r a t e s  o f  

m e t r o p o l i t a n  and n o n m u t r o p o l i t a n  a g e n c ie s .  F i n a l l y ,  non re spond ing  agenc ie s  

ave raged s m a l l e r  a n n u a l p a t i e n t  c a s e lo a d s  th an  d id  re sp ond ing  ag en c ie s .  I t  

was conc luded  t h a t  l i t t l e  re sp on se  b i a s  e x i s t e d  t h a t  m igh t a f f e c t  the  p lanned  

a n a ly s e s  o t h e r  th an  d i f f e r e n c e s  r e l a t e d  t o  agency s i z e .

T ab le  M-5 shows th e  number and p e rc en ta g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  re sp ond ing  

agenc ie s  by agency typ e  and r e g i o n .  I n  th e  a n a l y s i s ,  a g en c ie s  were weighted 

by agency type  and r e g i o n  t o  r e p r e s e n t  th e  2 , 4 4 5  e l i g i b l e  f a m i ly  p la n n in g  

agenc ie s  o p e r a t in g  n a t io nw id e  in  1 9 8 3 .  T a b le  M-6 shows th e  number and



p e rc en tag e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  a l l  agenc ie s  in  the U .S . a c ro s s  the  f o u r  r e g io n s .  

The weigh ts a re  L is te d  in  t e x t  T ab le  C, be low .

T ab le  C: Vuabers Used to  Weight Responding T ta d iy  P la nn ing  Agencies t o  
R ep re sen t  th e  U n iv e rs e  o f  A genc ie s , w i th in  Pou r l e g i o n s

R ea ion

Axency Type

H o s p i t a l s
H ea l th
d e p a r t ­
ments

P lanned
Parenthood

O the r
types

N o r th e a s t 1 .8 3 1 3 .0 0 1 .3 4 3 .5 1
N o r t h c e n t r a l 2 .1 5 9 .9 4 1 .2 9 4 .1 1
Sou th 2 . 4 0 1 4 .7 5 1 .4 2 4 .9 6
West 2 .4 5 9 .5 6 1 .2 9 4 .6 9

(U n iv e r s e /  re sp onden ts  » we igh t w i t h in  r e g io n  by agency typ e )

The a n a ly s e s  c o n s i s t  o f  two s t e p s :  th e  f i r s t  s tep  i s  t o  d e s c r ib e

n a t i o n a l l y ,  by r e g io n  and by agency typ e  the  number and p r o p o r t i o n  o f  

a g e n c ie s ,  t h a t  p ro v id e  no i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s ,  c ou n se l in g  and r e f e r r a l  
s e r v i c e s  o n l y ,  p r e l im in a r y  i n f e r t i l i t y  t e s t s  and p ro c e d u re s ,  and s p e c i a l i z e d  

i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s .  These c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  r e f l e c t  th e  T i t l e  X d e f i n i t i o n  o f  
l e v e l s  o f  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s .  3 /  The second s tep  i s  an a n a l y s i s  o f  the 

a g en c ie s  t h a t  p r o v id e  i n f e r t i l i t y  t e s t s  and p ro c ed u re s ,  t o  d e s c r ib e  

n a t i o n a l l y :  th e  k in d s  o f  s e r v i c e s  p r o v id e d ,  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on th e  p r o v i s i o n  o f

th e s e  s e r v i c e s ,  th e  ave rag e  f e e s  cha rged  f o r  s e le c te d  p ro c e d u re s ,  s o u rc e s  o f  
income f o r  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s ,  f e e  p o l i c i e s  f o r  s e rv in g  low -income and 

Med ica id  p a t i e n t s ,  accep tance  in su ra n c e  re imbursement, and th e  number o f  male 

and fem a le  i n f e r t i l i t y  p a t i e n t s  s e rv e d  a n n u a l ly .



“  I I •

Con fid ence  i n t e r v a l s  f o r  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  agenc ies  p ro v id in g  a s p e c i f i c  

s e r v i c e  o r  hav ing a c e r t a in  p o l i c y  have b ran  c a lc u la t e d ,  as i l l u s t r a t e d  in 
t e x t  T ab le  D b e lo v :

T ab le  D: E s t im a ted  S tandard D e v ia t i o n s  and Con fidence In t e r v a l s  
Agency Type

i f o r  Each

Agency. typ_e
U n iv e rs e

_  (M>

dumber 
o f  Responses

(n )
Standard 
D e v ia t io n *  
( f o r  o - . 5 )

95% Con fidence 
I n t e r v a l * *
( f o r  p » .5 )

H e a l th  departm en t 1 ,4 1 9 108 .044 .41 -  .59
H o s p i t a l 270 130 .032 .44 -  .56
P lenned  Pa ren thood  
a f f i l i a t e 180 135 .022 .46 -  .54
O th e r  typ e 576 135 .038 .42 -  .58

\

g ( l - p ) x  
n \ i-a

a

* S tand a rd  d e v i a t i o n  

* *C on f id en c e  i n t e r v a l  •> + two s ta n d a rd  d e v i a t i o n s

The c o n f id e n c e  i n t e r v a l s  a re  l a r g e s t  when th e  p r o p o r t i o n  i s  around 0 . 5 ,  so 

t h i s  p r o p o r t i o n  i s  used in  th e  i l l u s t r a t i o n .  The f o n u l a  used ta k e s  in t o

accoun t th e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  th e  u n i v e r s e  o f  ag en c ie s  t h a t  tha  responden ts
** • * •

c o n s t i t u t e .  “

Twenty -one i n f e r t i l i t y  t re a tm en t  c e n t e r s  were s e la c te d  t o  be su rveyed , 

h av in g  been i d e n t i f i e d  in  th e  AGI P r i v a t e  P h y s ic i a n  Survey as s i t e s  where 

p h y s ic i a n s  r e f e r r e d  p a t i e n t s .  The i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v ic e s  q u e s t io n n a i r e  sen t  to



f a m i ly  p la n n in g  agenc ie s  was r e v i s e d  to  be used f o r  i n f e r t i l i t y  t re a tm en t 
c e n t e r s .  More d e t a i l e d  q u e s t io n s  about s p e c i a l i z e d  s e r v i c e s  were added t o  the 

c e n t e r  s u rv e y ,  înd q u e s t io n s  s p e c i f i c  t o  the  fa m i ly  p la n n in g  agenc 'e s  were 

d e le t e d  (s e e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  e n c lo s e d  as Appendix C ) . Th ree i n f e r t i l i t y  

p r o v i d e r  s p e c i a l i s t s  were c o n s u l t e d  about the  r e v i s e d  q u e s t i o n s ,  and the 
su rv e y  was f i n a l i z e d  and p r i n t e d  in -h ou se .

I n  W in te r ,  1 9 8 5 ,  a l l  21 f a c i l i t i e s  were r i a i le d  a q u e s t i o n n a i r e ,  a stamped, 

r e t u m -m a i . l  enve lop e  and a b ro c h u re  d e s c r ib in g  the  I n s t i t u t e .  Three weeks 
i n t e r ,  non re sponden ts  r e c e iv e d  a second r e q u e s t ;  a t h i r d  r e q u e s t  was sen t 

t h r e e  weeks l a t e r . The e ig h t  r e g a in in g  non respond ing  f a c i l i t i e s  were 

in te rv iew e d  by t e le p h o n e .  Two r e fu s e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e ,  and none were found to  

be c lo s e d  o r  o th e rw is e  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  t h i s  s u rv e y .  The 19 re sponden ts  

r e p r e s e n t  91 p e r c e n t  o f  th e  s e le c t e d  sample .

F o r  th e  a n a ly s i s , ,  th e  s u r v e y  f i n d in g s  were t a l l i e d  t o  p r o v id e  d e s c r i p t i v e  
i n f o rm a t i o n  on the  ran g e  o f  s e r v i c e s  p r o v id e d ,  the  number o f  p a t i e n t s  p ro v id ed  

w ith  v a r i o u s  s e r v i c e s ,  th e  c o s t  t o  p a t i e n t s  f o r  s e le c t e d  p r o c e d u re s ,  the 

c e n t e r s '  f i n a n c i a l  p o l i c i e s  and s o u rc e s  o f  income, t h e i r  r e s t r i c t i o n s  and 
t h e i r  r e f e r r a l  p o l i c i e s .  Ho e s t im a te s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  w e igh t the  sample to 

t h e -u n i v e r s e  o f  t r e a tm e n t  c e n t e r s . i n  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s .
* • v #

D. E s t i m a t i o n  o f  t h a  f e e d  a n d  U r » » t  lea d  for Infertility: 8sgy.ic.ta

E s t im a te s  o f  th e  f e c u n d i t y  s t a t u s  o f  American women, th e  need f o r  

i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  end th e  number o f  woman who have r e c e iv e d  s e r v i c e s  ware 
based on the  N a t i o n a l  S u rv e y  o f  F am i ly  Growth, C y c le  I I I  (HSFG ), conducted in  

1982 by th e  n a t i o n a l  C e n te r  f o r  H e a l th  S t a t i s t i c s ,  DHHS. I n  t v.ie s u rv e y ,



women 1 5 -4 4  y ea rs  o f  age were in t e rv ie w e d ,  r e g a rd le s s  o f  t h e i r  m a r i t a l  

s t a t u s .  Between August o f  1982 and F eb ru a ry  o f  1983 , in te rv iew s  ware 

comp le ted w ith  a m u l t i s t a g e  a re a  p r o b a b i l i t y  sample o f  7 ,9 6 9  women 1 5 -4 4  y ea rs  

o f  age in  the n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  p o p u la t i o n  o f  the  con term inous U n ited  S t a t e s ,  

o b t a in in g  a 79 p e rc en t  re sp on se  r a t e .  W r i t t e n  p a r e n t a l  con sen t was r e q u i r e d  
to  in t e r v ie w  m in o rs ,  which means t h a t  two p e op le  -  the responden t h e r s e l f  and 

h e r  p a re n t  o r  g u a rd ian  -  ' o u l d  r e f u s e  th e  in t e r v i e w .  The re sp on se  r a t e  f o r  
e v e r -m a r r i e d  woman in  C yc le  I I I  was 81 p e r c e n t ,  w h i le  the r a t e  f o r  

n e v e r -m a r r ie d  women was 75 p e r c e n t .  B la c k  women ware ove rsam p led , as in  

p r e v io u s  c y c le s  o f  th a  NSFG, and teenage  -fomen were a ls o  o ve rsam p led . I n  a l l ,  

abou t 4 , 6 0 0  w h ite  and 3 , 2 0 0  b la c k  women were in te rv iew ed . Sample s i z e s  by 

m a r i t a l  s t a t u s  were abou t 3 , 3 0 0  n e v e r  m a r r i e d ,  3 , 6 0 0  c u r r e n t l y  m a r r i e d ,  and 

1 , 1 0 0  p r e v i o u s ly  m a r r i e d .  T h is  s u r v e y  asked women about t h e i r  b i r t h  and 

p regnancy  h i s t o r y ,  f a m i ly  p la n n in g  p r a c t i c e s ,  s ou rce s  o f  f a m i ly  p la n n in g  
a d v ic e  and s e r v i c e s  and u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  v a r i o u s  methods o f  f a m i ly  p la n n in g .

The NSFG s t a f f  has c a r e f u l l y  checked th e  d a ta  and computed many o f  tha 

v a r i a b l e s  which a r e  based on s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  q u e s t io n s ,  where p o s s i b l e ,  the  
v a r i a b l e s  computed by th e  NSFG s t a f f  were used i n  the  p re s e n t  a n a l y s i s .  The 

amount o f  m is s in g  in f o rm a t i o n  on m ost i n d i v i d u a l s  i tem s i s  low , and th e  NSFG
.4s t a f f  has imputed v a lu e s  where i n f o rm a t i o n  i s  m is s in g .  The imputed v a lu e s  a re  

based on o t h e r  c o r r e l a t e d  i tem s w i th  a v a i l a b l e  d a t a .  The imputed v a lu e s  were 

used in  t h i s  s tu dy  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  p r o j e c t i o n  t o  n a t i o n a l  t o t a l s .

A cco rd ing  to  th e  NSFG m anua l ,  th e  m a jo r  l im i t a t i o n  o f  th e  d a ta  i s  the 

u n d e r r e p o r t i n g  o f  a b o r t i o n s .  4 /  S in c e  abou t 18 p e rc en t  o f  a l l  p re g n an c ie s  

were u n re p o r t e d  due t o  th e  u n d e r r e p o r t i n g  o f  a b o r t i o n s ,  th e  number o f  women



known to  be fecund may be unde re s t im a ted  by as much as 18 p e rc e n t .  O th e r  

f e c u n d i t y  s t a t u s e s  were t h e r e f o r e  o v e re s t im a te d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  the " f e c u n d i t y  
unknown" c a t e g o r i e s .  The number o f  women c l a s s i f i e d  as " l o n g - i n t e r v a l ”  

6ubfeeund may a l s o  have been o v e re s t im a te d .  The p rob lem  would be m in ima l 

among wh ite  inmen, however , s in c e  l i t t l e  o r  no u n d e r r e p o r t i n g  o f  a b o r t i o n s  was 
obse rved  among w h ite  m a r r i e d  women. Some u n d e r r e p o r t in g  o f  a b o r t i o n s  o c cu r re d  

among b la c k  m a r r ie d  women, bu t s in c e  o n ly  a sm a l l  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  women a re  
" l o n g - i n t e r v a l , "  th e  e r r o r  would have o n ly  a sm a l l  e f f e c t  on thr. a n a l y s i s .

S tanda rd  e r r o r s  were c a l c u l a t e d  f o r  a l l  e s t im a te s  and p r o p o r t i o n s  used in  

th e  a n a l y s i s .  E qua t ion s  p u b l i s h e d  by th e  NSFG were used t o  c a l c u l a t e  th e  
s ta n d a rd  e r r o r s  's e e  T a b le  M - ) .  E s t im a te s  w ith  r e l a t i v e  s ta n d a rd  e r r o r s  ( t h e  

s ta n d a rd  e r r o r  d i v id e d  by th e  e s t im a te d  v a lu e )  o f  30 p e rc e n t  o r  more a r e  

marked in  th e  t a b l e *  w i th  an a s t e r i s k  ( * ) .  T - t e s t s  used t o  t e s t  the  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  p r o p o r t i o n s ,  c a l c u la t e d  as suggested  in  the  

NSFG manua l. (S ee  T a b le  M-7 f o r  th e  fo rm u la s  u s e d . )



Table M-tl: ftaaber of Phpalclena In the United Ite te e  S ea led  fo r  the 19S3 *01 Doctor Survey: Reepeodli*. Ronrespondlng end In e lig ib le  Physicians
end Percentage Reepeadlag to  the Survey, bp Spec ia lIc a t  ion and Region

------------------ IP t t l i l i lS t lO B ________________________________  leelon
O be te trlc len / Cenerel/Peailly General

Response Status Tots l Gynecologists P rs c tlt lo n e rs Surgeons U ro log ists Mortheest South Ueat

Universe 101,100 21,400 4 * , tOO 23,100 4,700 20.900 24,900 33.200 22.100

Tote l loap le 1 .1M 1,2*0 S71 4S4 442 70S 747 1.095 459

Respondent Physicians 2,247 •SI 355 440 513 445 543 7S4 455

Ikecrespondent Physicians 447 1*5 U 94 42 100 95 144 St

In e lig ib le  Physicians SIS 144 120 144 S7 143 109 147 114

Psrcsnt rsopondents
ere e f e l ig ib le  phpelclens • n a n i n i n s n S2X S5% S3i I U

0204o-7



Tab le  M 2 :  Humber o f  F a n lly  P la n n in g  Agencies In  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s , Humber S tap led  f o r  the  Survey, 
and Besponee, by Agency Type uv 'j flag io n

4 d m  7 Type BaalonBesponse
fftdtMf T o ta l H osp ita l

Hea lth
Depart.

Planned
Parenthood Other

Borth -
eset

no r th -
c en t ra l South liaei

Universe 2 .4 5 4
i

272 1 ,41$ 181 582 323 413 1,285 433
T o ta l Aaspls 748 272 \57 145 194 202 143 245 158
Bespondent agencies SOM 130 IOM 135 135 138 114 149 105
Honrespondeat agencies 251 140 49 9 53 41 44 94 50
I n e l i g i b l e  ag end a s * ♦ 2 0 1 4 3 1 2 3
Percent respondents a ra  
o f  e l i g i b l e  agencies 47% 4 tb m 94% 72% 49% 72% 41% 48%

* I n e l i g i b l e  agencies Inc lude agencies th a t  bed c lo sed , Merged, o r  bad no rewarding address, o r  a re  no longe r 
p rov id ing  n od ic a l  f a n l l y  p lann ing s e rv ic e s .



---------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------------------------------------------

TabU M 3': Parcaetago D ia tr ib u tlo a  of BoapooOUg T w ill p Flaaaing Agooclaa by M a iling , Acr.orOLLg to 4gao«7 Typo ami Bagloo

IH i l  IlMMHt -

faaacr X m *

Morthaaat
. t a l o r  

to rthean tra l Sooth Ua a tI s l i l Moaaltal
Maalth
Daaartaant

Plannod
Parantbood Othor

Tota l 1 0 0 1 IOM

«

lo o t 1001 100% io n lo o t loo t lo o t

P lra t lu l l in g 45 M 14 41 47 49 53 37 44

Sacool M ailing 37 37 44 32 35 33 31 44 37

T h lr f  H a iling 18 25 22t 7 18 18 14 20 17

a- SM 130 108 135 135 138 114 149 105

Koto: Tha B ia tr lb u tlo o  o f Bgaacloa la  o f o l lg lb lo  roapoadlng aganclaa; a l l  aganclaa foun4. wbao aurvayatf, to  bo aargad, 
cloao4, o r no loagar provid ing ao41cal aorvlcoo uara countoO aa la o llg lb lo  m 4 4olato4 froa  tbo a a ^ lo .

* lU t l a t l c a l l f  j lg n lfIc a o b  41fforo«co la  porcaataga o f aganclaa by c a llin g  (p <.05).



T a b ls  M -4 : P e r c e n ta g *  o f  Agenc ies  Loca ted  In  M e t r o p o l i t a n  A reao and in  Each o f  Fou r R eg ion s  That
Responded t o  th e  S u rv s y  and C o a p a r i s o n  o f  A verage Annual P a t i e n t  C a s e lo a d  f o r  R espond ing  and N on re spond ing  A genc ie s ,  by Ageucy Type

-------------------------- f l a g g y  T ype_________________________________
H e a l t h  P lanned

C h * f i g i 9 t t l t i CB--------------------------- I S lA i --------------------- H q » P im -------------E U P a c ta e n t P a re n th o o d _______ o th e r

T o t a l * 47% 41%
M e t r o p o l i t a n  S t a tu s

M e t r o p o l i t a n  44 47
N o n a e t r o p o l i t a n  49 57

Btalgfl

N o r th e a s t  49 55
N o r t h c e n t r a l  72  44
S ou th  41 42
N es t  44 41

AYttlflt P a t U n t  CiBtlglfl

Responden ts  . 3 . 5 7 1 *  2 , 0 3 1
l lo n r e s p o n d sn t s  1 . 7 2 1  1 .9 7 4

S t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f s r s n c s  between
** S t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e c s n c e  batwaan 

agency typ e  (p  < . 0 5 )

49% 94% 72%

70  94 71
44 93 73

100  92 88 **
• 9  97 74
41 89 42
95 97 64

2 . 1 0 8  7 .8 6 4  1 .9 3 2
•2 6  4 . 4 3 0  1 .4 2 1

the  agency ty p e s  (p  < .0 5 )  
th s  subg roup s  w i t h in  t h i s



\

Table M-5: Muaber and Percentage D is t r ib u t io n  o f Fam ily  P lann ing  Agencies Responding to  the 198A ACI Fam ily P lann ing Agency
I n f e r t i l i t y  S e rv ice * Survey, by Type o f Agency

» « £ • £ -

Ben Ion
H e a lth  Planned

■Total H o s p ita l Departm en t Parenthood o th e r T o ta l H o a o lta l

P e rcen ta ie
H e a lth  Planned
Department Parenthood O the r

H ■ ■ ■ ■ X X. X X X

T o ta l 501 130 104 135 135 100 100 100 100 100

H ortheaa t 13t 44 2 35 37 27 49 2 24 27

■ o r th c a n tra l l i t 24 14 3a 34 23 20 15 28 27

South 149 20 72 31 24 29 15 47 23 19

Uaat 105 20 l a 31 34 21 15 17 23 27



I.tl.lc 11-6: dumber and Pe rc en t a g e  Dl a t  r I but Ion of  Agcnclea In (he Unlverae  ( o r  t h e  1984 AC] Rea l l y  P lann ing Agency I n f e r t i l i t y  S e r v l ce a ,  by Type o f  Agency

Ri-glon

Muaber Percentage

Total lloapita l
Health
Department

Planned
Parenthood Other Total lloapital

Health
Department

Planned 
Parent hood Other

H N M N N Z Z Z Z Z

Iota! 2,445 270 1,41* 180 576 100 100 100 100 100

Nort heaat 120 117 26 ' 47 110 11 41 2 16 21

llort hccntra 1 412 16 IS* 49 148 17 21 11 17 26

South 1,281 48 1,062 •’ 44 129 51 18 75 >4 22

Ueat A10 49 172 :
#*

40 169 18 18 12 22 29

bote: The unlverae haa been ndjuated, c l In i mating thoae agencies found, whan aurveyad, to be Mrged, cloaed or no longer providing acdlca'l aervlcea.

I -



T ab le  H -7 : Fo rm u las  Used to  E s t im a te  S tanda rd  E r r o r * ,  B e l a t i v e  S tanda rd
E r r o r * ,  and S t a t i s t i c a l l y  S i g n i f i c a n t  D i f f e r a n c e a  Between Two 
E s t im a te s ,  P repa red  Ualng Weighted MSFC Data

1 .  The ata . d a rd  .:it o c  o f  an e s t im a ted  pe rcen tage  I s  c a l c u la t e d  as f o l l o w * :
" hS E (P ' ) B* P ’ d - P M

P' * th e  p e rc e n t

X* -t th e  number o f  women In  the denom ina to r  o f  the  p e rc e n t

B ■ 2 1 , 3 0 4 . 4 1 3 4  f o r  women o f  a l l  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s e s ,  a l l  ra c e *  and wh ite
3 9 , 8 0 9 .1 6 7 7  f o r  e v e r -m a r r i e d  women

1 7 , 6 0 6 . 8 8 3 3  f o r  n e v e r -m a r r ie d  women

6 , 3 4 6 . 0 4 8 7  f o r  b la c k  woman

1 3 , 8 6 2 .1 0 4 4  women aged 1 5 -1 9

The chance* a r e  about 95 In  100 t h a t  a sample e s t im a te  would f a l l  w i t h in  
two s ta n d a rd  e r r o r s  o f  th e  a c t u a l  p r o p o r t i o n .

2 .  The r e l a t i v e  s ta n d a rd  e r r o r s  o f  a s t a t i s t i c  i s  th e  r a t i o  o f  the 
s ta n d a rd  e r r o r  t o  th e  s t a t i s t i c  and i s  exp re ssed  os a p e rc e n t  o f  the  
e s t im a t e ,  as f o l l o w :

B S I  ( P * )  -  S I ( P ’ ) r ( P * )

S t a t i s t i c s  w i t h  r e l a t i v e  s tan d a rd  e r r o r  o f  30 p e rc e n t  o r  l a r g e r  a r e  viewed 
t o  be u n r e l l e b l e  and a r e  so  in d ic a te d  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  w i th  an a s t e r i s k  ( * ) .

3 .  The t  -  s t a t i s t i c  used in  t h i s  a n a l y s i s  app rox im a tes  th e  s tu d e n t s '  t  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  unde r  th e  n u l l  h y p o th e s is  o f  no d i f f e r e n c e  between the  
p a ram e te rs  e s t im a te d  by P I  and P2 a g a in s t  a tw o -s id ed  a l t e r n a t i v e .  The 
fo rm u la  i s  a s  f o l l o w :

t - n _____________________________________________

V ( S E  ( P I ) ) 2 *  ( S I  ( P 2 ) ) 2

W ith  l a r g e  samp le s i x e s  as i n  th e  tfSPG, a 4- v a lu e  > 1 .9 6  i s  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  
s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .0 5  l e v e l ,  t w o - t a i l e d .



Th is  s e c t i o n  d e s c r ib e s  the  f e c u n d i t y  s t a t u s  o f  U .S . women acco rd in g  to 
demographic c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  th e  women. The p r o p o r t i o n  w ith  p o s s i b ly  

t r e a t a b l e  f e r t i l i t y  p rob lem s i s  e s t im a ted  acco rd ing  to  the  typ e  o f  p rob lem , as 

a re  th e  p r o p o r t i o n s  who need s e r v i c e s  and who have re c e iv ed  them. F i n a l l y ,  
the  p r o p o r t i o n s  o f  th o se  s u r g i c a l l y  s t e r i l i z e d  who would l i k e  more c h i ld r e n  

and who would l i k e  t o  have th e  s t e r i l i z a t i o n  r e v e rs e d  a re  shown.

I I I .  W o a t n . f r y  T h e i r  F e c u n d i t y  S t a t u s  a n d  We e d  f o r  I n f a r t i l i t y  S t r v l c u

A. C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  by F e c un d i ty  S ta tu s

The f e c u n d i t y  s t a t u s  o f  U .S .  women and t h e i r  need f o r  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  

were e s t im a ted  f rom  the  N a t i o n a l  Su rvey  o f  Fam i ly  Growth, C yc le  I I I ,  1982 .

(S ee  S e c t io n  I I .  D. above f o r  m e th o d o lo g ic a l  d e t a i l s . )  A l l  woman aged 15 -44  

y e a rs  c f  age were c l a s s i f i e d  i n t o  one o f  n in e  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  f e c u n d i t y  s t a t u s :  
( 1 )  known fe cund ; ( 2 )  f e c u n d i t y  unknown, c o n t r a c e p t iv e  u s e r ;  ( 3 )  f e c u n d i t y  

unknown, nonuse r  o f  c o n t r a c e p t i v e s ;  ( 4 )  fe c u n d i t y  unknown, n o t  s e x u a l l y  

a c t i v e ;  ( 5 )  s u r g i c a l l y  s t e r i l e  f o r  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  r e a s o n s ;  ( 6 )  s u r g i c a l l y  

s t e r i l e  f o r  nohcontr fe fce$t! foe ; r e jU o n i ;  ( 7 )  n o n s u r g i c a l l y  s t e r i l e ;  ( 8 )  p e rc e iv ed  

sub fecund ( d i f f i c u l t  t o  become p r e g n a n t ) ;  ( 9 )  d i f f i c u l t  o r  dangerous t o  c a r r y  

t o  te rm ; and ( 1 0 )  lo n g  i n t e r v a l .  The c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  women's fe c u n d i t y  

s t a t u s  was done h i e r a r c h i c a l l y  i n  th e  o r d e r  g iven  be low , s in c e  some women have 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  more than  one c a t e g o ry .  The com p le te  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  w i th  numbers i n  each c a t e g o r y ,  i s  shown in  C h a r t  1 . 1 .



I . S u b f e c u n d  o r  I n f e c u n d

a. S u r g i c a l l y  S t a r i l e

Th ia  c a te g o ry  in c lu d e s  1 3 , 6 8 4 , 0 0 0  women who have had s t e r i l i z a t i o n  

o p e r a t i o n s  o r  whose c u r r e n t  h u sb an d /p a r tn e r  ( h e r e a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  as husband) 
has had one . Th is  was a s c e r t a in e d  f rom  the  answers to  th re e  q u e s t io n s :

1 . I s  i t  p o s s ib le  o r  im p o s s ib le  f o r  you (and you r husband) t o  c on ce ive  
a ( a n o t h e r )  baby?

2 . Have you ( o r  y ou r  husband) had an o p e r a t i o n ,  o r  more than one 
o p e r a t i o n ,  t h a t  makes i t  im p o s s ib le  f o r  you to  conce ive  a ( a n o t h e r )  b a b y  
( t o g e t h e r ) ?

3 .  What k in d  o f  o p e r a t i o n ,  o r  o p e r a t i o n s ,  d id  you ( o r  you r husband) have 
t h a t  makes i t  im p o s s ib le  t o  have a ( a n o th e r )  baby?

T h is  s u r g i c a l l y  s t e r i l i z e d  c a t e g o r y  i s  subd iv ided  in t o  whether o r  n o t  the  

s t e r i l i z a t i o n  s u rg e ry  was f o r  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  r e a s o n s .  Th is  d i v i s i o n  i s  based 

on th e  women's re spon se  t o  an a d d i t i o n a l  q u e s t io n :

4 .  Wes one re a son  f o r  h a v in g  (a n  o p e r a t i o n )  because you (had a l l  the  
c h i l d r e n  you w an ted /d id  n o t  want t o  have any c h i ld r e n ) ?

O f th e  s u r g i c a l l y  s t e r i l e ,  9 , 4 4 3 , 0 0 0  (6 9  pw rcent ) were f o r  c o n t r a c e p t iv e  
r e a s o n s .

The s u r g i c a l l y  s t e r i l e  a r e  f u r t h e r  d iv id e d  in t o  tho se  who had t u b a l  

l i g a t i o n s  o r  v a sec tom ie s  ( 1 0 , 0 0 4 , 0 0 0 )  and th o s e  who had h y s te re c tom io s  o r  

o v a r i e c t o m ie s .  The l a t t e r  a r e  i r r e v e r s i b l e ,  w h i le  t u b a ls  and vasec tom ie s  can 
sometimes be r e v e r s e d  by  m ic r o s u rg e r y .



b .  M o n s u r g i c s l l y  S t s c l l a
T h i s  c a t e g o r y  c o v e r s  ( 8 9 3 , 0 0 0 )  women who s t a t e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  q u e s t i o n  

a b o v e  t h a t  i t  wa s  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  th em  ( o r  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s )  t o  h a v a  a b a b y ,  b u t  
t h e  r e a s o n  was m e n o p a u s e ,  an a c c i d e n t ,  o r  i l l n e s s ,  and n o t  s t e r i l i z a t i o n  
s u r g e r y .

c .  P e rc e iv e d  Subfecund

Woman were c l a s s i f i e d  as p e rc e iv e d  sub fecund ( 1 , 2 9 9 , 0 0 0 )  i f  they  answered 
a f f i r m a t i v e l y  to  th e  q u e s t i o n :

I s  th e re  any p rob lem  o r  d i f f i c u l t y  f o r  you (and you r  husband) to  
c on ce ive  o r  d e l i v e r  a ( a n o t h e r )  baby ( a f t e r  t h i s  p regnancy )?

and gave one o f  the  f o l l o w in g  as th e  re a son  i t  would be d i f f i c u l t :
( a )  re sponden t has p h y s i c a l  d i f f i c u l t y  g e t t i n g  p re g n an t ,
( b )  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  th e  husband t o  f a t h e r  c h i l d ,  o r
( c )  e th e r  re a son  d i f f i c u l t .

d . D i f f i c u l t / D a n g e r o u s  t o  C a r r y  t o  Tana

Th is  c a te g o ry  in c lu d e s  ( 2 , 1 4 0 , 0 0 0 )  women who d id  n o t  say  th e y  were s t e r i l e  

o r  sub fecund bu t s a id  i t  would be d i f f i c u l t  t o  c a r r y  a p regnancy t o  te rm , 

dangerous t o  become p regn an t  o r  t o  c a r r y  a  pregnancy t o  te rm , o r  had been 

ad v ised  by a d o c t o r  n o t  t o  become p re g n an t .  These women s a id :

.. I t  would be d i f f i c u l t  f o r  them t o  c on ce iv e  o r  d e l i v e r  a baby, and the 
re a s o n  i t  would be d i f f i c u l t  i s  t h a t  ( a )  i t  would be d i f f i c u l t  t o  c a r r y  
pregnancy a  f u l l  9 m on th s , ( b )  i t  i s  dangerous f o r  th e  re sp onden t t o  
become p regnan t a g a in ,  o r  ( c )  i t  would be dangerous f o r  th e  baby,

o r ,

2 . A m ed ica l d o c t o r  has a d v is e d  re sp onden t  n e v e r  t o  become p regnan t 
( a g a i n ) ,  and the  re a s o n s  e re  t h a t  i t  would be dangerous f o r  the  
re sp onden t ,  th e  baby , b o th ,  o r  some o th e r  r e a s o n .



These women a re  unab le  to  have a baby but a re  no t i n f e r t i l e ,  t h a t  i s ,  r e p o r t  

no p rob lem s r e l a t e d  to  c on c ep t io n .  T h e re fo r e  they do no t need i n f e r t i l i t y  

c a re  as u s u a l l y  d e f in e d .  However, t re a tm en t  o th e r  than i n f e r t i l i t y  c a re  m ight 

be a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  some o f  th e se  women who w ish to  have more c h i l d r e n .

e .  Long I n t e r v a l

T h is  c a te g o ry  in c lu d e s  ( 1 , 1 3 5 , 0 0 0 )  c u r r e n t l y  ( f o r m a l l y  o r  i n f o r m a l l y )  

m a r r ie d  women who a r e  n o t  s u r g i c a l l y  s t e r i l e ,  do n o t  r e p o r t  p rob lems r e l a t e d  
t o  c on c e iv in g  o r  c a r r y in g  t o  te rm , &nd who d u r in g  12 o r  more months o f  

c on t in u ou s  m a r r i s g e  b e f o r e  th e  in t e r v i e w ,  n e i t h e r  p r a c t ic e d  c o n t r a c e p t i o n  n o r  
r e p o r t e d  a p regnancy . W ith ou t  f u r t h e r  i n f o rm a t i o n ,  th e se  coup le s  were 

presumed to  be i n f e r t i l e  b u t  may be a b le  t o  c on ce ive  in  the  f u t u r e .  V a r io u s  

p e r i o d s  o f  t im e o f  e xp o su re  t o  th o  chance o f  pregnancy w ith  no pregnancy 

o c c u r r in g  have been used i n  p a s t  a n a ly s e s ,  rang ing  from  12 t o  36 months. A. 

lo n g e r  p e r i o d  i s  a more a p p r o p r i a t e  i n d i c a t o r  o f  t r u e  i n f e c u n d i t y ,  b u t  many 

c ou p le s  seek  s e r v i c e s  a f t e r  a s  s h o r t  e t im e as 12 months. T h e r e f o r e ,  the 

s h o r t e r  p e r i o d  was used in  t h i s  a n a l y s i s .  Hot in c lud ed  in  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  a re  

unm arr ied  women who have n o t  p r a c t i c e d  c o n t r a c e p t i o n  end have n o t  become 

p re g n a n t .  These women a r e  e xc lu d ed  because  o f  u n c e r t a in t y  abou t t h e i r  
e xp o su re  t o  I n t e r c o u r s e  o v e r  th e  t im e  p e r i o d .

2 . n s u n l « _ B i g a f l

Most women ( 3 4 , 7 2 8 , 0 0 0 )  o f  r e p r o d u c t i v e  age have none o f  th a  above 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and were c l a s s i f i e d  as known fecund ( 1 0 , 5 6 2 , 0 0 0 )  o r  f e c u n d i t y  

unknown ( 2 4 , 1 6 6 , 0 0 0 ) .  A l l  women who were n o t  i l r e a d y  c l a s s i f i e d  as sub fecund 

o r  in fe cu nd  and who had e x p e r ie n c e d  a p regnancy  w i th in  th e  t h r e e  y e a r s  p r i o r



t o  the  in te rv ie w  were c l a s s i f i e d  as fecund . Because they  dLd no t r e p o r t  any 

p rob lem * in  c o n c e iv in g  o r  c a r r y in g  to  t e n s ,  and because they  were r e c e n t ly  

p re g n an t ,  they  a r e  presumed to  be capab le  o f  h av ing  a n o th e r  baby. Th is  i s  a 

minimum e s t im a te  o f  th e  number o f  known fecund women because o f  u n d e r r e p o r t in g  

o f  p regnanc ie s  end ing in  a b o r t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  among unm arried  women. The 

u n d e r r e p o r t in g  o f  a b o r t i o n s  c ou ld  mesn t h a t  th e  number o f  fecund women shou ld  

be a d ju s te d  upward by as much as 18 p e r c e n t .  T h is  ad ju s tm en t was n o t  made 
because o f  u n c e r t a i n t y  abou t the  exac t  c o r r e c t i o n  f a c t o r  to  u se  f o r  the "known 
fecund" c a te g o ry  and th e  o t h e r  c a t e g o r i e s  a f f e c t e d .

3 . r t s w r i i n : . v n t a t t r a
a .  F e c un d i ty  Unknown, C o n t ra c e p t iv e  U se r

Th is  c a te g o ry  in c lu d e s  ( 1 1 , 6 8 7 , 0 0 0 )  women who e r e  n o t  c l a s s i f i e d  as h av ing  

im pa ired  f e c u n d i t y ,  d id  n o t  r e p o r t  hav ing been p regn an t  d u r in g  the  t h r e e  y e a r s  

p r i o r  t o  th e  i n t e r v i e w  and a r a  c u r r e n t l y  u s in g  r e v e r s i b l e  c o n t r a c e p t io n .

T h e i r  use o f  c o n t r a c e p t i v e s  in d ic a t e s  t h a t  th e y  c o n s id e r  them se lve s  t o  be 

cap ab le  o f  c o n c e iv in g ,  b u t  in  f a c t  t h e i r  f e c u n d i t y  s t a t u s  i s  n o t  known.

b . F e c un d i ty  Unknown, l o n c o n t r a c e p t i v e  U se r

Th is  c a t e g o r y  in c lu d e s  ( 4 , 9 3 7 , 0 0 0 )  women who a r e  n o t  c l a s s i f i e d  as hav ing  

im pa ired  f e c u n d i t y ,  did* h o t  r e p o r t  h av ing  been  p re gn an t  d u r in g  th r e e  y e a r s  

p r i o r  t o  th a  i n t a r v i a w  and a r a  s a x u a l l y  a c t i v e  b u t  n o t  c u r r e n t l y  p r a c t i c i n g  

c o n t r a c e p t i o n .  T h a i r  p e r i o d  o f  nonuse o f  c o n t r a c e p t i v e s  was l e s s  then  one 
y e a r  ( " s h o r t  i n t e r v a l " ) ,  o r  th e y  were n e i t h e r  f o rm a l l y  n o r  i n f o rm a l l y  m a r r ie d  

and a r e  t h e r e f o r e  n o t  e l i g i b l e  t o  be c l a s s i f i e d  as  " lo n g  i n t e r v a l . "



All women who have n e v e r  had s e x u a l  in te rc o u r s e  and who do n o t  r e p o r t  
p rob lem s th a t  a f f e c t  c o n c e iv in g  o r  c a r r y i n g  to  term and a re  n o t  n o n s u r g i c a l l y  
s t e r i l e  a re  c l a s s i f i e d  as f e c u n d i t y  unknown, n o t  s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e  ( 7 , 5 4 2 , 0 0 0 ) .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  to  th o se  who have  n e v e r  had i n t e r c o u r s e ,  t h i s  c a t e g o ry  in c lu d e s  
women nrho had in t e r c o u r s e  b e f o r e  t h e i r  f i r s t  m ens trua l p e r io d  bu t  n o t  s in c e ,  
and th o se  who a r e  unde r age 25 end have  had in te rc o u r s e  o n ly  once .

4 . Ssiw i r . l iO g - ta -_Q th w  F e c u n d i ty  S t a tu e  C l a r i f i c a t i o n s
V a r io u s  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  f e c u n d i t y  s t a t u s  have been used o v e r  th e  y e a rs  t o  

d e s c r i b e  the  p o p u la t i o n  and t o  make b e s t  u s *  o f  whet da te  were a v a i l a b l e .  Tha 

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  f e c u n d i t y  s t a t u s  p re s e n te d  h e r *  i s  more d e t a i l e d  and d i f f e r s  
s l i g h t l y  f rom  t h a t  used by th e  HCHS, which groups women as s u r g i c a l l y  s t e r i l e  

( c o n t r a c e p t i v e  and n o n c o n t r a c e p t i v e ) , im pa ired  fe c u n d i t y  ( n o n s u r g i c a l l y  

s t e r i l e ,  sub fecund , and lo n g  i n t e r v a l ) ,  and fecund . 5 /  The HCHS in c lu d e s  in  

i t s  sub fecund c a t e g o ry  b o th  women who have d i f f i c u l t y  c on c e iv in g  and th o se  who 

have d i f f i c u l t y  c a r r y i n g  t o  te rm . A l l  woman who s a id  they  had beon t o l d  i t  
wou ld be dangerous t o  c a r r y  a p regnancy  t o  term  were in c lu d ed  in  t h i s  r e p o r t  
a s  sub fee tm d , w h i le  V i l l i a a r M o s h e r ,  o f ' t h e  HCHS, c on s id e red  them t o  have 

im p a i re d  f e c u n d i t y  o n l y  i f  th e y  a l s o  s a id  e i t h e r  t h a t  they  would have an 

a b o r t i o n  t o  t e rm in a te  a p regnancy  o r  t h a t  th e y  were p la n n in g  t o  use  

s t e r i l i z a t i o n  t o  p r e v e n t  p re gn an c y .  The AGI c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  s e p a ra t e s  the se  

i n t o  two g roup s , sub fecund end d i f f i c u l t / d a n g e r o u s  t o  c a r r y  t o  te rm . The AGI 

c l a s s i f i e s  as " f e c u n d i t y  unknown" many women con s ide red  fecund by th e  HSFG 

s t a f f  ( c o n t r a c e p t i v e  u s e r s ,  n o n u s e r s ,  n o t  s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e ) .  F i n a l l y ,  a

c .  F e c u n d i t y  U n k n o w n ,  H o t  S e x u a l l y  A c t i v e



1 2 - m o n t h  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  36- month  i n t e r v a l  o f  u n p r o t e c t e d  i n t e r c o u r s e  w i t h i n  
m a r r i a g e  w a s  u s e d  t o  d e f i n e  " l o n g - i n t e r v a l "  s u b f e c u n d i t y .  T h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  
d e f i n i t i o n  s t e m  i n  p a r t  f r o m  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  f o c u s :  t h e  p r i m a r y  c o n c e r n  o f  t h e
p r e s e n t  r e s e a r c h  i s  t h a  n e e d  f o r  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s ,  w h i l e  t h a t  o f  M o s h e r  i s  
t h e  d e m o g r a p h i c  i m p a c t  o f  i m p a i r e d  f e c u n d i t y .

B. D e f i n i t i o n  of l e a d  I n f e r t i l i t y  C a r e

I n  t h i s  a n a l y s i s ,  women a re  c o n s id e re d  t o  be in  need o f  i n f e r t i l i t y  c a re  
i f  th e y  have a p o s s i b l y  t r e a t a b l e  i n f e r t i l i t y  p rob lem  ( 3 , 5 0 9 , 0 0 0 )  and want 

more c h i l d r e n  ( 2 , 4 1 7 , 0 0 0 ) .  Those w ith  a p o s s i b l y  t r e a t a b l e  p rob lem  a re  
d e f in e d  as th o s e  who a r a  n o n - s u r g i c a l l y  s t e r i l e  ( e x c lu d in g  tho se  who have 
e x p e r ie n c ed  m enopause ), p e rc e iv e d  sub fe cund , end long  i n t e r v a l .  Exc luded a re  

women f o r  whom c a r r y i n g  a p regnancy t o  te rm  would be d i f f i c u l t  o r  d ange rou s , 

because  th e  a p p r o p r i a t e  c a re  f o r  th e se  women, such as t re a tm en t  f o r  d ia b e te s  
o r  h e a r t  d i s e a s e ,  i s  d i f f e r e n t  f rom  what i s  u s u a l l y  c on s id e red  to  be 

i n f e r t i l i t y  t r e a tm e n t .  A lso  e xc luded  a re  c o u p le s  who a re  s u r g i c a l l y  s t a r i l e  

because  th e y  have  had e t u b a l  l i g a t i o n  o r  vasectomy who now d e s i r e  
s t e r i l i z a t i o n  r e v e r s a l ;  th e  number end c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  such coup le s  a re  

shown s e p a r a t e l y  i n  T a b le  W-6.
T h is  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  "need ”  f o r  s e r v i c e s  has  c e r t a i n  l im i t a t i o n s  and does 

n o t  d i r e c t l y  i n d i c a t e  th a  number o f  c ou p le s  s e e k in g  c a re  d u r in g  the  y e a r .  I t  

i s  based e n t i r e l y  on women's r e p o r t s  o f  t h e i r  own and t h e i r  husbands' o r  

p a r t n e r s '  s t a t u s ,  and i t  i s  assumed t h a t  th e s e  r e p o r t s  a c c u r a t e ly  r e f l e c t  

t h e i r  a c t u a l  p h y s i c a l  c o n d i t i o n  and d e s i r e  f o r  c h i l d r e n .  F i r s t ,  i t  in c lu d e s  

" l o n g - i n t e r v a l "  worsen who may n o t  y e t  be aware o f  t h e i r  p o s s ib le  i n f e r t i l i t y



p rob lem , and women who have no d e s i r e  t o  become p regnan t a t  t h i s  t ime . Moat 
such women would no t now seek  c a r e .  Second, many women c l a s s i f i e d  as 

" f e c u n d i t y  unknown" may have i n f e r t i l i t y  p rob lems t h a t  w i l l  become apparen t in 

the  f u t u r e .  The e s t im a te  a p p l i e a  t o  one p o in t  in  t im e ; i t  does n o t  in d ic a te  

the  number o f  new cases t h a t  o ccu r  each y e a r  o r  the  number who seek t re a tm en t 
in  a y e a r .

C. R e s u l t s

1 .  F e c u n d i ty  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s

T ab le  W - l  shows tfca d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  e l l  women 1 5 -4 4  y e a r s  o f  age in  1 982 ,  

by t h e i r  f e c u n d i t y  s t a t u s  and s e le c t e d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  Twenty p e rc en t  were 

known to  be fe cund , 36 p e rc e n t  were sub fecund o r  in fe c u n d ,  and fe c u n d i t y  cou ld  

n o t  be de te rm ined  f o r  th e  rem a in ing  44 p e r c e n t .  H a l f  o f  th e  subfecund and 

in fe c u nd  had been s t e r i l i z e d  f o r  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  r e a s o n s .  Some 18 p e rc en t  o f  

a l l  women aged 1 5 -4 4  had in v o lu n t a r y  f e c u n d i t y  im pa irm en ts . A lmost h a l f  o f  

th e s e  ( e i g h t  p e rc e n t  o f  a l l  women) ware s u r g i c a l l y  s t e r i l e ,  u s u a l l y  as a 

r e s u l t  o f  h y s te re c tom y . F ou r  p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  women s a id  i t  would be d i f f i c u l t  

o r  dange rous f o r  them, t o  c a r r y  a  preg.iaiocy t o  t a n a .  • Of s p a c i a l  r e le v a n c e  f o r  

a s s e s s in g  need f o r  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  a r e  th e  seven p e r c e n t  who a re  

c l a s s i f i e d  a s  " l o n g  i n t e r v a l "  becausa th e y  had bean ( f o r m a l l y  o r  i n f o rm a l l y )  

m a r r ie d  w i th o u t  u s in g  c o n t r a c e p t i v e s  o r  becoming p regnan t f o r  a t  l e a s t  12 

months , who r e p o r t e d  t h a t  th a y  hava d i f f i c u l t y  becoming p ragn en t (p e rc e iv e d  

s u b fe c u n d ) ,  and who a re  n o n s u r g i c a l l y  s t e r i l e .

a. .jga, Race, E t h n i c i t y

As sean in  T ab la  W - l ,  th a  p re v a le n c e  o f  sub -  and in f e c u n d i t y  —  s u r g i c a l l y



s t e r i l e ,  n o n a u r g i c a l l y  s t e r i l e ,  sub fecund , d i f f i c u l t  o r  dangerous to  have a 

baby and l o n g - i n t e r v a l  c a t e g o r ie s  —  in c re a sed  w ith  each 5 - y e a r s  o f  age , from  

2 . 8  p e rc e n t  a t  1 5 -1 9  y e a rs  o f  age to  7 3 .6  a t  4 0 -4 4  y e a rs  o f  age . Th is  

d i f f e r e n c e  by age was sh a rp e s t  in  the s u r g i c a l l y  s t e r i l e  c a te g o ry ,  which 

in c re a s e d  f rom  n e a r  z e ro  a t  1 5 -1 9  y e a rs  o f  age t o  6 1 . 2  p e rc en t  a t  4 0 -4 4  
y e a r s .  The in c r e a s e  in  th e  s u r g i c a l l y  s t e r i l e  accoun ts  f o r  86 p e rc en t  o f  the 

in c r e a s e  in  th e  p e rc en tag e  o f  a l l  women who a r e  n o t  fecund . The p r o p o r t i o n  
n o n s u r g i c a l l y  s t e r i l e  a l s o  in c re a s e s  w ith  age t o  t h r e e  p e rc en t  o f  women age 35 

and o v e r .  The p r o p o r t i o n  who p e rc e iv e  th em se lve s  t o  be sub fecund in c re a s e s  to  

a peak o f  f o u r  p e rc e n t  a t  ages 25 -34  and then  d e c l i n e s  w ith  age . One can 

h y p o th e s iz e  t h a t  p a s t  age 3 4 ,  most women a r e  no lo n g e r  se ek in g  to  become 

p re g n a n t ,  so su b fe c u n d i t y  would be masked by c o n t r a c e p t i v e  use and s t e r i ­

l i z a t i o n .  The p r o p o r t i o n  o f  women c l a s s i f i e d  as d i f f i c u l t / d a n g e r o u s  t o  c a r r y  

t o  te rm  i s  f o u r  t o  f i v e  p e rc e n t  among a l l  age g roups excep t te e n a g e r s ,  in  p a r t  

because  f e c u n d i t y  s t a t u s  i s  unknown f o r  most t e e n s .  The p r o p o r t i o n  c a t e g o r i z e d  

as lo n g  i n t e r v a l  i s  s im i l a r l y  s t a b le  among women 2 0 - 4 5 ,  a l th o u g h  th e re  i s  a 

s h i f t  o f  th e  le n g th  o f  th e  i n t e r v a l  f r o *  1 2 -3 5  months t o  36 months o r  more 

w ith  age . I t  sh o u ld  be no ted  t h a t  th e  p o o l  o f  women a v a i l a b l e  t o  be 

c l a s s i f i e d  as p e r c e iv e d  sub fecund , d i f f i c u l t / d a n g e r o u s  and long  i n t e r v a l  
i n c r e a s e s  w i th  age as  women move ou t o f  th e  " f e c u n d i t y  unknown" c a te g o ry  bu t 
d e c re a s e s  as more women become s u r g i c a l l y  s t e r i l e .

T he re  a r e  s l i g h t  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  th e  f e c u n d i t y  s t a t u s  o f  th e  r a c i a l  and 

e th n ic  g roups shown in  T ab le  W - l .  B la c k  women a r e  more l i k e l y  than  o th e r  

women t o  be n on u se rs  o f  c o n t r a c e p t iv e s  w ith  f e c u n d i t y  unknown and t o  be 

s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e ,  and l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  be u s in g  s u r g i c a l  s t e r i l i z a t i o n  as t h e i r



c o n t r a c e p t i v e  method. (O th e r  a n a ly se s  have shown t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  to  r e f l e c t  
le a a  use o f  vasectomy by b lack , men. 6 / )  H isp an ic  women a r e  more l i k e l y  than 
n on -H isp an ic  women t o  be known to  be fecund because o f  a r e c e n t  pregnancy and 

le s s  l i k e l y  t o  be c o n t r a c e p t i v e  u s e rs  t«ith unknown t: a cu nd ity  o r  to  depend on 
s t e r i l i z a t i o n .

b . M a r i t a l  S t a t u s ,  P a r i t y  and D e s i re  f o r  C h i ld r e n

In  p a r t  because th e y  a r e  o ld e r  and have had more c h i l d r e n ,  m a r r ie d  women

( o r  t h e i r  p a r t n e r s )  a r e  more l i k e l y  than unm arr ied  ones t o  be s u r g i c a l l y

s t e r i l i z e d  b o th  f o r  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  imd o th e r  r e a s o n s .  However, women who a re
no t c u r r e n t l y  m a r r i e d  a r e  a lm o s t  as l i k e l y  «« m a r r i e d  woman t o  p e r c e iv e  

them se lves  t o  be sub fecund  and t o  be n o n s u r g i c a l l y  s t e r i l e .  (W h i le  few e r 

unm arried  than  m a r r ie d  roman a r e  in  these  c a t e g o r i e s ,  the  d i f f e r e n c e s  a re  no t 

s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t . )  Few unmarried women were c l a s s i f i e d  as 

" l o n g - i n t e r v a l '  because  th e y  were exc luded f rom  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  by d e f i n i t i o n  

u n le s s  th e y  word " i n f o r m a l l y  m a r r i e d . "  (The " i n f o r m a l l y  m a r r i e d "  a re  

c l a s s i f i e d  as u nm a r r ied  i n  T a b le  W - l . )  However, a s u b s t a n t i a l  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  
unm arried  women -  17 p e r c e n t  -  were c l a s s i f i e d  aa n onu se rs  w i th  fe c u n d i t y

unknown; some o f  th e s e  women a r e  undoub ted ly  sub fe cund . I t  i s  n o t  p o s s ib le  to
•—  »«•, .  -

e s t im a te  th e  e x a c t  number because  o f  u n c e r t a in t y  abou t t h e i r  d eg ree  o f  
e xposu re  t o  r i s k  o f  p regn ancy .

Women who have had one o r  more b i r t h s  a re  more l i k e l y  th an  o th e r s  t o  be 

c l a s s i f i e d  s s  l o n g - i n t e r v a l  b u t  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  p e r c e i v e  th em se lve s  as 

sub fecund . They a r e  a l s o  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  be n o n s u r g i c a l l y  s t e r i l e .  O v e r a l l ,  

t h e re  i s  l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n c e  between tha  two g roups i n  t h e i r  r a t e  o f  n o n s u rg ic a l  

f e c u n d i t y  im pa irm en ts .  As m igh t be expec ted , woman w i th  c h i l d r e n  a r s  more



l i k e l y  t o  b e  s u r g i c a l l y  s t e r i l e  f o r  b o t h  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  and n o n c o n t r a c e p t i v e  
r e a s o n s .

N on su rg ic a l  fe c u n d i t y  impairment i s  about e q u a l l y  common among women who 

want (m ore ) c h i l d r e n  and those  who do n o t .  C on t ra c e p t iv e  s t e r i l i z a t i o n  i s  

much more common among tho se  who want no more c h i l d r e n ,  a l th o u g h  seven  p e rc en t  
o f  those who would l i k e  (m o re ) c h i l d r e n  a re  c o n t c a c e p t i v e ly  s t e r i l i z e d .  Women 

who want (m o re )  c h i ld r e n  a r e  more o f t e n  nonusers o f  c o n t r a c e p t i v e s ;  some o f  
these  a re  s e e k in g  pregnancy . However, oven among th o s e  who do n o t  want more 
c h i ld r e n ,  s i x  p e rc e n t  a re  n o t  p r a c t i c i n g  c o n t r a c e p t io n .  Some o f  chese women 

may no t c u r r e n t l y  be in  a s e x u a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  b u t  s tu d i a s  c o n s i s t e n t l y  show 

th a t  some U .S .  women who a r e  exposed t o  the  r i s k  o f  un in tended  p regnancy  do 
n o t  use c o n t r a c e p t i v e s .  7 / .

c .  Geog raph ic  L o c a t io n
Tha p e rc e n ta g e  o f  women who a r e  sub fecund o r  in fe cu nd  i s  h ig h e r  in  

n o n m e t ro p o l i t a n  a re a s  than i n  m e t r o p o l i t a n  a reas  ( 4 0  and 35 p e r c e n t ,  

r e s p e c t i v e l y ) . The d i f f e r e n c e  i s  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

n o n m e t r o p o l i t a n - s r e a  women a r e  more l i v e l y  to  be s u r g i c a l l y  s t a r i l e  f o r  b o th  

c o n t r a c e p t iv e  and n o e c o A t r a c e p t iv e , r e a s o n s , . ; a l t h o u g h  i n d i v i d u a l l y  t h e s e  

d i f f e r e n c e *  a r e  n o t  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t .
Tha p e rc en ta g e  o f  women 1 5 - 4 4  y e a r s  o f  age who a r e  sub - o r  in fe c u n d  i s  

low e r  in  th e  M o r th e a s t  than in  th e  o t h e r  th ra e  r e g i o n *  (2 9  v s .  36 t o  40 
p e rc e n t ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ) . Much o f  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  o c c u r s  because th e  p e rc en ta g e  

s u r g i c a l l y  s t e r i l e  i s  low e r  in  th e  n o r t h e a s t  than e ls ew h e re  (1 9  v s .  25 t o  28 

p e r c e n t ) .  Women in  th e  N o r th e a s t  a r e  more l i k e l y  th an  th o se  in  th e  o t h e r  
t h r e e  reg io n s  t o  be c l a s s i f i e d  a s  f e c u n d i t y  unknown: c o n t r a c e p t i v e  u s e r s  o r



n o t  s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e .  The g r e a t e r  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  women in  the N o r th eas t  w ith  
f e c u n d i t y  s t a t u s  unknown accoun ts  f o r  most o f  the d i f f e r e n c e  in  p r o p o r t i o n  
s u r g i c a l l y  s t e r i l i z e d  between the  N o r th e a s t  and the West bu t no t the low e r 

l e v e l  in  the N o r th e a s t  than  in  th e  N o r th c e n t r a l  r e g io n  and the South .

d . P o v e r t y  and M ed ica id  S ta tu s
Women were c l a s s i f i e d  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  r a t i o  o f  t h e i r  f a m i ly  incomes to  

th e  f e d e r a l l y - d e f i n e d  p o v e r t y  i e v e l .  W h i le  th e re  a re  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  

s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  the  f e c u n d i t y  s t a t u s  o f  women in  the d i f f e r e n t  

p o v e r t y  s ta tu s  g r o u p s ,  c a u t io n  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  in  i n t e r p r e t i n g  sm a l l  
d i f f e r e n c e s  because  income d a ta  were imputed f o r  many re sp onden ts .

Women whose f a m i l y  income i s  unde r ISO pe rc en t  o f  th e  p o v e r t y  l e v e l  a r e  

l e s s  l i k e l y  th an  w e a l t h i e r  women t o  be c l a s s i f i e d  as sub fecund o r  in fe cu nd . 

The l a r g e s t  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  i n  th a  p r o p o r t i o n  c o n t r a c e p t i v e l y  s t e r i ’ e ,  14 

p e r c e n t  o f  the low - incom e group v s .  19 p e rc e n t  o f  th o se  w ith  h ig h e r  income.

The low-income wcmen a r e  a l s o  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  be n o n s u r g i c a l l y  s t e r i l e ,  

p e rc e iv e d  sub fe cund , o r  lo n g  i n t e r v a l .  The low-income women a re  more l i k e l y  
t o  be c l a s s i f i e d  a s  "Vnown fecund" (more o f  them have bean p regnan t r e c e n t l y ) ,  

l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  be  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  u s e r s ,  and more l i k e l y  t o  be nonu se rs .
S in c e  many o f  th e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  may be due to  age d i f f e r e n c e s ,  the 

low -income women b e in g  younge r than  the  w e a l t h i e r  women, the  p o v e r t y  s t a t u s  

d i f f e r e n c e s  a r e  shown s e p a r a t e l y  f o r  women under age 30 and those  30 and o v e r  

in  T a b le  W - l .  W i t h in  th e  age g ro u p s ,  th e  p o v e r t y  s t a t u s  groups a re  s im i l a r  in  

r a t e  o f  s u r g i c a l  s t e r i l i z a t i o n ,  b o th  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  and n c n c o n t r a c e p t iv a .

BS



Among the younger women, tho se  who a re  poo r  a re  much more L i k e ly  to  be known 

fecund and le s s  l i k e l y  to say they  a re  sub fecund . They a re  a l s o  l e s s  l i k e l y  
to  be c o n t r a c e p t i v e  u s e r s  o r  to  be n o t  s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e .  Among women age 30 

and o v e r ,  th e  o n ly  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  between the p o v e r ty  

s t a t u s  g roups a re  t h a t  fewer o f  th e  low -income group a re  c o n t r a c e p t iv e  u s e rs  
and more a re  n on u se rs .

M ed ica id*  r e c i p i e n t s  (who a re  p o o r  and u s u a l l y  e i t h e r  unm arr ied  mothers o r  
a c h i l d  o f  an unm arr ied  p o o r  women) may be s l i g h t l y  l e s s  l i k e l y  than 

n o n - r e c i p i e n t s  t o  be c o n t r a c e p t i v e l y  s t e r i l i z e d ,  p e rc e iv e d  subfecund and 

l o n g - i n t e r v a l ,  b u t  none o f  th e  d i f f e r e n c e a  a r t  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t .  One 

would e xp ec t  low e r  r a t e s  o f  i n f e c u n d i t y  and s u b fe cu n d i ty  among Medicaid 

r e c i p i e n t s  because most o f  them have had c h i l d r e n .  Medicaid r e c i p i e n t s  a re  

more l i k e l y  t o  be known fecund and l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  be c o n t r a c e p t iv e  u s e r s  o r  

n o t  s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e  than n o n - r e c i p i e n t s .  Compared t o  a l l  women be low  150 
p e r c e n t  o f  th e  p o v e r t y  l e v e l ,  more M ed ica id  r e c i p i e n t s  a r e  known fecund and 
few e r  a r e  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  u s e r s  o r  n o t  s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e .

I n  summary, low -income women and Med ica id  r e c i p i e n t s  do n o t  appea r to  
d i f f e r  g r e a t l y  f rom  o t h e r  women i n  f e c u n d i t y  impairment e xcep t  in  ways t h a t

*  M ed ic a id , a j o i n t ; f e d e r a l  and s t a t e 'p r o g r a m  "to  re im bu rse  m e d ic a l - s e r v i c e s  
f o r  c e r t a i n  p o o r  women and men, i s  a m a jo r  s o u rc e  o f  p u b l i c  fund ing  f o r  
i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s .  S t a t e s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  make Medica id Coverage 
a v a i l a b l e  t o  a l l  r e c i p i e n t s  o f  Aid t o  F a m i l i e s  w ith  Dependent C h i ld re n  
(AFDC o r  w e l f a r e )  and t o  most Supp lem en ta l S e c u r i t y  Income r e c i p i e n t s ,  
g roups d e f in e d  ae c a t e g o r i c a l l y  needy , bu t  th e  s t a t e s  de te rm ine  the income 
l e v e l s  which i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  th e se  p rograms. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  in  
some s t a t e s  p a r s o n s  w ith  incomes b e low  a s p e c i f i e d  l e v e l  o r  whose 
r e s o u r c e *  have been exhausted  by m ed ic a l  expenses may be e l i g i b l e .  
G e n e r a l l y ,  p o o r  women must be u nm a r r ied  and mothe r o f  dependent c h i ld r e n  
t o  be e l i g i b l e  f o r  AFDC and , t h e r e f o r e ,  f o r  M ed ica id . P o o r  m a r r ied  women 
a r e  e l i g i b l e  o n ly  i f  th ey  l i v e  i n  s t a t e s  which have made Medica id 
a v a i l a b l e  t o  p o o r  f a m i l i e s  w i th  unemployed f a t h e r s .



can be e x p la in e d  by d i f f e r e n c e s  in  age and p a r i t y .  However, even c o n t r o l l i n g  

f o r  age , low -income women a re  l e s s  l i k e l y  to  usr. i io n t ra c e p t io n  and more l i k e l y  
to  have had s e x u a l  in t e r c o u r s e .

2 .  lum be r o f  Woman w ith  Fecu n d i t y  Tap e i r a e n t s

Of th e  5 4 . 1  m i l l i o n  women o f  r e p r o d u c t i v e  age in  the Un ited  S t a t e s  in  
1 9 8 2 ,  1 9 . 4  m i l l i o n  o r  36 p a r c a n t ,  were known t o  be subfecund o r  in fecund  (s e e  

T ab le  W -2 ) .  The l a r g e  m a jo r i t y  o f  th o se  w ith  fe c u n d i t y  im pa irm en ts , 71 
p e r c e n t ,  a r e  s u r g i c a l l y  s t a r i l e :  o f  t h e s e ,  73 p e rc e n t  have had t u b a l  l i g a t i o n s  
o r  v a s e c tom ie s .

S u r g i c a l  s t e r i l i z a t i o n  c ou ld  o c c u r  as a r e s u l t  o f  t re a tm en t  f o r  m ed ic a l 

c o n d i t i o n s  o r  as an e l e c t i v e  p ro c ed u re  t o  p re v e n t  f u t u r e  c h i ld b e a r in g .  I n  

a l l ,  3 . 7  m i l l i o n  women o f  c h i ld b e a r in g  age have had h y s ta re c tom ie s  o r  

o v a r i e c t o m ie s .  A lthough th e se  p ro c ed u re s  a r e  se ldom  chosen f o r  the  s o le  

pu rpose  o f  t e rm in a t in g  c h i ld b e a r i n g ,  23 p e rc e n t  were r e p o r t e d  by the  women to  
have been a t  l e a s t  p a r t l y  f o r  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  p u rp o s e s .  S ince  th e re  i s  no way 

t o  r e s t o r e  th e  f e c u n d i t y  o f  th e se  woman, th e y  a r a  n o t  c on s id e red  t o  be in  need 

o f  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  even i f  th e y  would l i k e  t o  have th e  s t e r i l i z a t i o n  

r a v a r s e d .
.  * «:TI

Of th e  1 0 . 0  m i l l i o n  c ou p la s  who have had t u b a l s  o r  v a s e c tom ie s ,  1 . 4  

m i l l i o n  (1 4  p e r c e n t )  r e p o r t e d  th e  r e a s o n  t o  be t h a t  c h i ld b e a r in g  would be 

dangerous and t h a t  n o t  wanting mora c h i l d r e n  was n o t  a r e a s o n .  Even i f  th e se

c ou p le s  r e g r e t  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n ,  th e y  a r e  n o t  c o n s id e re d  to  be in  need o f

s t e r i l i z a t i o n  r e v e r s a l  because o f  th a  e v id e n t  dange r th a t  would be posed by 
c h i ld b e a r i n g .  The re  i s  n e v e r t h l e s s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  r e v e r s a l  would be s a fe

f o r  some o f  th e s e  women i f  t h e i r  m ed ic a l  c o n d i t i o n  has changed o r  i f  the  danger



tha  danger had been exagge ra ted  in  o rd e r  to  j u s t i f y  s t e r i l i z a t i o n  th a t  was 

d e s i r e d  f o r  c o n t r a c e p t iv e  re a s o n s .

There a re  0 . 9  m i l l i o n  n o n s u r g i c a l l y  s t e r i l e  c ou p le s ,  about f o u r  p e rc en t  o f  

whom have expe r ien ced  menopause and a re  t h e r e f o r e  n o t  c on s id e red  to  be 

c an d id a te s  f o r  i n f e r t i l i t y  t r e a tm e n t .  Soma o f  the rem a in ing  96 p e rc en t  may 
have s i m i l a r l y  u n t r e a t a b le  c o n d i t i o n s .  F e r t i l i t y  impairments t h a t  a re  
p o s s i b l y  t r e a t a b l e  were r e p o r t e d  by 1 . 5  m i l l i o n  women who r e p o r t e d  t h a t  they 

would have d i f f i c u l t y  becoming p re g n a n t ,  and an a d d i t i o n a l  1 . 1  m i l l i o n  a re  
" l o n g - i n t e r v a l , ”  h av ing  been m a r r ie d  and gone w ith ou t  u s in g  c o n t r a c e p t io n  f o r  
a t  l e a s t  12 months w ith o u t  becoming p re g n an t .  About h a l f  o f  th e  l o n g - i n t e r v a l  
g roup have been u n p ro te c te d  f o r  36 months o r  more.

3 .  I n f e r t i l i t y  S e r v ic e s  Weed and U t i l i z a t i o n

As shown in  T ab le  V - 3 ,  an e s t im a te d  t o t a l  o f  3 . 5  m i l l i o n  women have 

p o s s i b l y  t r e a t a b l e  f e r t i l i t y  impa irments (e x c lu d in g  th o se  who d e s i r e  
c o n t r a c e p t i v e  s t e r i l i z a t i o n  r e v e r s a l s ,  which w i l l  be d is c u s sed  s e p a r a t e l y ) .  

A lmost h a l f  o f  th e se  (4 3  p e r c e n t )  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  they  would have d i f f i c u l t y  
becoming p re g n an t ,  a t h i r d  (3 2  p e r c e n t )  appea r t o  have a p rob lem  based on 

t h e i r  f a i l u r e  t o  become- p re gn an t  a fV e r  12 o r  more months o f  u n p ro te c te d  

i n t e r c o u r s e ,  and th e  rem a ind e r  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  th ey  a r e  n o n s u r g i c a l l y  s t e r i l e .

Women e r e  d e f in e d  in  t h i s  a n a l y s i s  as be ing  in  need o f  i n f e r t i l i t y  
s e r v i c e s  i f  th e y  hava a c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  m ight be t r e a t a b l e  and they  want a 

c h i l d  ( o r  more c h i l d r e n )  e i t h e r  now o r  a t  some t ime in  th e  f u t u r e .  A l l  the 

women would n o t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  be expec ted  t o  be a b le  t o  have a c h i l d ,  bu t i t  i s  
r e a s o n a b le  f o r  them to  seek  c o n s u l t a t i o n  about t h e i r  i n f e r t i l i t y .



S i x t y - n in e  p e rc en t  o f  th a  women o r  c oup le s  w ith  p o s s ib ly  t r e a t a b l e  

f e r t i l i t y  impa irments , o r  2 . 4  m i l l i o n  women, say they  would l i k e  t o  have 

(m o re ) c h i l d r e n ,  and a re  t h e r e f o r e  d e f in e d  as be ing in  need o f  i n f e r t i l i t y  

s e r v i c e s .  The pe rcen tage wanting (m ore ) c h i ld r e n  i s  s im i la r  f o r  the  p e rc e iv ed

sub fecund and l o n g - i n t e r v a l  (7 1  p e r c e n t )  bu t s l i g h t l y  lower f o r  the
n o n s u r g i c a l l y  s t e r i l e  (6 2  p e r c e n t ) ,  who a re  o ld e r  on average than the  o th e r  
two g roup s .

F o r  h a l f  the  coup le s  need ing s e r v i c e s ,  i t  i s  the  woman who i s  though t to  

have th e  f e r t i l i t y  impairment. I n  o n ly  ten  p e rc en t  was the male p a r t n e r  the 
one d e s c r ib e d  as hav ing  the  p rob lem . I n  39 p e rc en t  o f  tha c a s e s ,  m a in ly  

l o n g - i n t e r v a l ,  t h e re  i s  no i n d i c a t i o n  which p a r t n e r  needs t re a tm en t .  Thus , i t  

appea rs  t h a t  a l a r g e  m a jo r i t y  o f  th e  need i s  f o r  s e r v ic e s  f o r  fem a le s .

The mala p a r t n e r  has been i d e n t i f i e d  as hav ing  the  i n f e r t i l i t y  p rob lem  in 
31 p e r c e n t  o f  th e  n o n - s u r g i c a l l y  s t e r i l e  c ou p le s  bu t  in  o n ly  seven p e rc en t  o f  
th e  p e rc e iv e d  sub fecund . T h is  d i f f e r e n c e  may r e f l e c t  more c e r t a i n t y  in  the 
d ia g n o s i s  ob ta in ed  by th o se  who r e p o r t  th em se lve s  t o  be s t e r i l e .  A f t e r  more 

t r e a tm e n t ,  many o f  th e  " p e rc e iv e d  sub fecund ”  w i l l  c o n s id e r  them se lve s  t o  be 

s t e r i l e ,  and some w i l l  p r o b a b ly  l e a r n  t h a t  i t  i s  th e  mala who i s  i n f e r t i l e .

About h a l f  (4 9  p e r c e n t )  o f  th o s e  in  need o f  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  have
** ' 1 v ..»4le ~ “5 " *’ ' ■*. * *v

a l r e a d y  r e c e iv e d  some p r o f e s s i o n a l  a t t e n t i o n .  S i x t e e n  p e rc en t  have re c e iv e d  

a d v ic e  o n l y ,  w h i le  33 p e rc en t  have r e c e iv e d  some t re a tm en t .

F i f t y - o n e  p e rc en t  o f  th o s e  need ing  s e r v i c e s  —  some 1 . 2  m i l l i o n  women —  

have r e c e iv e d  no p r o f e s s i o n a l  a d v ic e  o r  t re a tm en t  f o r  t h o i r  i n f e r t i l i t y  

p ro b lem . T h is  r e p re s e n t s  the  unmet need f o r  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s .  In  

a d d i t i o n ,  an unknown p r o p o r t i o n  o f  th o se  who have re c e iv ed  s e r v i c e s  would 

b e n e f i t  f rom  f u r t h e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a t t e n t i o n .
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As may be seen in  T ab le  W-4, th e  m a jo r i t y  (5 4  p e r c e n t )  o f  women needing 
i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  a r e  in  t h e i r  2 0 ' s ,  and most o f  the  r e s t  (36  p e rc e n t )  a re  

aged 3 0 - 3 9 .  R e l a t i v e l y  few a re  te en age rs  o r  a re  age 40 and o v e r  ( f i v e  p e rc en t  

e a c h ) .  About 11 p e r c e n t  a re  b la c k  and 12 p e rc e n t  H is p a n ic .  Most a re  
c u r r e n t l y  ra a r r io d  (7 5  p e r c e n t ) ,  most have had no c h i l d r e n  (5 9  p e r c e n t ) ,  and 
most l i v e  i n  m e t r o p o l i t a n  a re a s  (8 2  p e r c e n t ) .  R e g io n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  r e f l e c t  

th e  p o p u la t i o n  d i s t r i b u t i o n  in  the  c o u n t ry ,  w i th  most women need ing s e r v ic e s  

i n  th e  Sou th  (3 2  p e r c e n t )  and in  th e  H o r t h c e n t r a l  s t a t e s  (2 9  p e r c e n t ) .
A lthough 15 p e r c e n t  o f  th o se  need ing  s e r v i c e s  have  f a m i ly  incomes t h a t  pu t  

them a t  unde r 150  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  p o v e r t y  l e v e l ,  o n l y  f o u r  p e rc e n t  a re  M ed ica id  

r e c i p i e n t s .  I n  f a c t ,  th e  number o f  Medica id r e c i p i e n t s  need ing  s e r v i c e s  

e q u a ls  o n ly  abou t  o n e - f o u r t h  o f  th e  number o f  p o o r  women need ing s e r v i c e s .  I t  

i s  p o s s i b le  t h a t  th e  NSFG un d e re s t im a te s  the  number o f  women w ith  Medicaid 

c ove rage  by abou t o n e - f o u r t h . *  Even ta k in g  t h i s  i n t o  a ccoun t ,  Medicaid 

cove rage  i s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a t  most o n e - t h i r d  o f  p o o r  women in  need o f  

i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s .  T h is  has im po r ta n t  im p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  th e  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  

o f  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  f o r  low -income women.

* The number o f  M ed ica id  r e c i p i e n t s  e s t im a ted  f rom  th e  1984 C u r r e n t  P o p u la t i o n  
Su rve y  i s  a bou t f i v e  m i l l i o n  8 / ,  compared w ith  abou t f o u r  m i l l i o n  from  the 
NSFG. The C u r r e n t  P o p u la t i o n  Su rvey  e s t im a te  may in c lu d e  women who a re  
M e d i c a i d - e l i g i b l e  b u t  do n o t  have Med ica id  c a rd s .



The 2 . 4  m l lL io n  women in  need o f  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e rv ic e s  r e p re s e n t  4 . 5  

p e rc e n t  o f  a l l  U .S . women o f  r e p ro d u c t iv e  age. The p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  a woman 

i s  i d e n t i f i e d  as in  need o f  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  v a r i e s  somewhat by 
demographic c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  as shown in  T ab le  W-5. Need i s  most l i k e l y  among 

th o se  aged 25 -2 9  and i n  n ea rby  age g roup s . Need i s  a l s o  g r e a t e s t  among those  

a re  c u r r e n t l y  m a r r ied  and th o se  who have had no b i r t h s .  Race and H ispan ic  
e t h n i c i t y  have no s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n  t o  th e  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  
need . S im i l a r l y ,  g eog raph ic  l o c a t i o n  —  m e t r o p o l i t a n  s t a t u s ,  r e g io n  —  has no 
s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n  t o  need .

Need f o r  s e r v i c e s  appea rs  t o  be l e s s  p r e v a le n t  among p o o r  women than among 

women o f  h ig h e r  income. T h is  i s  t r u e  f o r  women under age 30 as w e l l  as th o se  

aged 30 and o v e r .  M ed ica id  s t a t u s  has no s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  need , a l t h o u g h  th o se  on Medica id appea r t o  be l e s s  l i k e l y  than 

o t h e r s  t o  need s e r v i c e s .  Sm a l l  d i f f e r e n c e s  cannot be d e te c te d  because  o f  
sm a l l  sample s i z e s  o f  th e  subg roups .

Among women who need i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s ,  the p r o p o r t i o n  who have 

r e c e iv e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a d v ic e  o r  t re a tm en t  d i f f e r s  a cco rd in g  t o  demographic 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  ( s e e  T ab le  W -5 ) .  Age i s  th e  b e s t  p r e d i c t o r  o f  h av in g  re c e iv e d  

s e r v i c e s :  o n ly  10 pe rcen t ' o f  te e n ag e rs  as compared t o  70 p e r c e n t  o f  women 40 

and o v e r  have  c o n su l t e d  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  abou t t h e i r  i n f e r t i l i t y  p rob lem . As 

m igh t be exp ec ted , m a r r i e d  women a r e  more l i k e l y  than unm arr ied  ones t o  have 
r e c e iv e d  s e r v i c e s .  The re  a r e  no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  by m e t r o p o l i t a n  

s t a t u s  o r  r e g io n .
Among tho se  need ing s e r v i c e s ,  b la c k  women a re  l e s s  l i k e l y  th an  o th e r s  to  

have o b ta in e d  s e r v i c e s .  H is p a n ic  women a l s o  appea r l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  have 

o b ta in e d  s e r v i c e s ,  bu t  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  n o t  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  due to



the  sample s i z e  L im i t a t i o n s .  Low-income woman a re  l e s s  l i k e l y  than h ig h e r  

income women to  have r e c e iv e d  s e r v i c e s .  When age i s  c o n t r o l l e d  by lo o k in g  

s e p a r a t e l y  a t  women unde r 30 and those  30 and o v e r ,  the d i f f e r e n c e  remains but 
i s  no lo n g e r  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  because o f  sm a l l  sample s i z e s  in  the 

subg roups . Those on Med ica id  appea r to  be l e s s  l i k e l y  than th o se  n o t  on 
Medica id to  r e c e i v e  s e r v i c e s ,  a l th o u gh  aga in  the  sample s i z e s  a re  to o  sm a l l  to  
show s t a t i s t i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .

The above r e s u l t s  p r o v id e  s t r o n g  ev idence  t h a t  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  a re  

l e s s  a c c e s s ib le  t o  s o c i a l l y  d e p r iv e d  g roups -  th o se  w ith  low income and b la c k s .  

Medica id  does n o t  app ea r  t o  have been s u c c e s s fu l  i n  e l im in a t in g  the 
d i f f e r e n t i a l  a cc e s s  t o  s e r v i c e s .

As may be seen i n  T ab le  W-5, t h e r e  a r e  1 , 2 4 2 , 0 0 0  women o r  c ou p le s  who have 

"unmet n e e d , "  t h a t  i s ,  need i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  bu t  have n o t  r e c e iv e d  any 

m ed ica l a t t e n t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  i n f e r t i l i t y  p rob lem . As e xp la in ed  above , t h i s  
f i g u r e  may d i f f e r  f rom  th e  number who a r e  se ek in g  s e r v ic e s  o r  would u t i l i z e  

them i f  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e .  The d e f i n i t i o n  o f  unmet need used i n  t h i s  a n a ly s i s  

e xc lu d e s  women o r  c o u p le s  who have r e c e iv e d  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  bu t  would 

b e n e f i t  f rom  a d d i t i o n a l  m ed ic a l  c a r e ,  and i t  in c lu d e s  soao who a re  n o t  y e t  
aware o f  t h e i r  f e r t i l i t y  p ro b lem , some who would no t want t o  become p regnan t 

a t  t h i s  t im e ,  and p o s s i b l y  some who know th a t  t h e i r  c o n d i t i o n  i s  u n t r e a t a b le  
o r  who choose n o t  t o  unde rgo  th e  n e c e s s a ry  t re a tm en t .

The unmet need i s  c o n c e n t r a te d  among younger women: a lm o s t  72 p e r c e n t  a re

under age 30 . Many a r e  b la c k  and H is p a n ic ,  w ith  1 4 -1 5  in  each g roup , and an 

equ a l p r o p o r t i o n  l i v e  i n  n o n m e t ro p o l i t a n  a r e a s .  About 22 p e rc e n t  o f  th o se  who 

have n o t  r e c e iv e d  s e r v i c e s  a r e  p o o r ,  w i th  incomes unde r 1501  o f  the  p o v e r t y  

l e v e l ,  b u t  o n ly  s i x  p e r c e n t  a r e  M ed ica id  r e c i p i e n t s .



A Large m a jo r i t y  o f  th ose  who have re c e iv ed  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  ob ta in ed  

t h i s  c a re  from  p r i v a t e  p h y s ic i a n s .  F o l low in g  i s  the pe rcen tage  d i s t r i b u t i o n  

o f  the  most re c e n t  s ou rce  o f  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s ,  f o r  those  who re c e iv e d  such 
c a re  between the beg inn ing  o f  1979 and the  WSFG in te rv iew  in  1 9 8 2 :

Sou rce o f  Care P e rcen t
P r i v a t e  p h y s ic i a n  6 7 . 0
P r i v a t e  m ed ic a l group 1 2 . 2
H o s p i t a l  c l i n i c  1 2 .1
Community h e a l t h  c a n t e r / c l i n i c  3 .7
M i l i t a r y  c l i n i c  2 .3
Fam ily  p la n n in g  c l i n i c  2 . 1
P u b l i c  h e a l t h  c l i n i c  0 . 6

100.0

B e s id e s  p r i v a t e  p h y s ic i a n s  and group p r a c t i c e s ,  which were th e  most re c e n t  

s o u rc e  o f  c a re  f o r  79 p e rc e n t  o f  re sp on d en ts ,  h o s p i t a l  c l i n i c s  p ro v id e d  the 

most s e r v i c e s ,  s e rv in g  12 p e r c e n t .  S in ce  moat s p e c i a l i z e d  i n f e r t i l i t y  c e n te r s  

would be counted as h o s p i t a l  c l i n i c s ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  i n f e r t i l i t y  c en te r s  
s e rv e  o n ly  a sm a l l  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  a l l  i n f e r t i l i t y  p a t i e n t s .  F am i ly  p la nn ing  

c l i n i c s  were th e  most r e c e n t  s o u rc e  o f  c a re  f o r  2 . 1  p e rc e n t  o f  re sp on d en ts .  

S in c e  th e se  f i g u r e s  i n d i c a t e  th e  most r e c e n t  s o u rc e  o f  c a re  —  in  many c a s e s ,  
th e  f i n a l  s o u rc e  —  th e y  may u n d e r s t a t e  the  im po rtance  o f  f a m i ly  p la n n in g  and 

o t h e r  n o n h o s p i t a l  c l i n i c s  i n  p r o v id in g  i n i t i a l  e v a lu a t i o n ,  c o u n s e l in g  and

r e f e r r a l  f o r  c ou p le s  w ith  conce rns  about t h e i r  f e r t i l i t y .

The re  i s  no j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  assuming t h a t  women who o b t a in  i n f e r t i l i t y  

s e r v i c e s  from  p r i v a t e  p h y s ic i a n s  r e c e i v e  h ig h e r  q u a l i t y  c a re  than  tho se  who 

u se  h o s p i t a l  c l i n i c s  o r  o t h e r  s o u r c e s .  T h e re fo re  i t  i s  im p o s s ib le  f rom  these  
d a ta  t o  a s c e r t a in  whether th e  c a re  r e c e iv e d  by low -income and M e d i c a id - e l i g i b le

women i s  i n f e r i o r  t o  t h a t  r e c e iv e d  by o t h e r  women.
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Of th e  8 . 6  m i l l i o n  women o r  t h e i r  p a r t n e r s  who have been s u r g i c a l l y  

s t e r i l i z e d  f o r  c o n t r a c e p t iv e  r e a s o n s ,  26 p e r c o n t  say they would now l i k e  to  
have a c h i l d  ( o r  more c h i l d r e n ) *  ( s e e  T ab le  W -6 ) .  Th is  pe rc en tage  may be 

i n f l a t e d  somewhat by women who would l i k e  i d e a l l y  to  have more c h i ld r e n  bu t 
who as a p r a c t i c a l  m a t te r  would n o t  choose t o  do so under p r e s e n t  
c i rc u m s ta n c e s ,  even i f  th ey  were fe cund . N e v e r t h e le s s ,  th e  number who say 
th e y  would l i k e  t o  have a c h i l d  i s  a p p ro x im a te ly  2 . 2  m i l l i o n .

These c ou p le s  have a chance o f  r e s t o r i n g  t h e i r  fe c u n d i t y  o n ly  i f  they  

undergo  m ic r o s u rg e ry  t o  r e v e r s e  th e  s t e r i l i z a t i o n ,  and re sponden ts  were a sked  

i f  th e y  o r  t h e i r  p a r t n e r s  wished t o  have  th e  s u r g e r y .  Not a l l  o f  th o se  who 

would l i k e  more c h i ld r e n  a re  w i l l i n g  t o  unde rgo  the  s u rg e r y ,  and some o f  the  

r e sp on d en ts  in d ic a t e d  t h a t  t h e i r  w ishes a r e  d i f f e r e n t  from  th o se  o f  t h e i r  

husband . T h i r t y - n i n e  p e rc en t  o f  th o s e  who would l i k e  more c h i ld r e n  ( o r  10 

p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  s t e r i l i z e d  c o u p le s ,  some 8 8 0 , 0 0 0 )  in d ic a te d  t h a t  b o th  they  and 

t h e i r  husband want th e  s t e r i l i z a t i o n  r e v e r s e d  ( o r ,  f o r  unm arried  women, she 

wants a r e v e r s a l ) .  F o r  an a d d i t i o n a l  n in e  p e r c e n t  o f  the c o u p le s ,  the  
s t e r i l i z e d  p a r t n e r  would l i k e  a r e v e r s a l  b u t  th e  o t h e r  p a r t n e r  would n o t .

T a b le  W-6 show *-the  p e rc en tag e  and number o f  women u s in g  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  

s t e r i l i s a t i o n  ( e i t h e r  h e r s  o r  h e r  p a r t n e r ' s )  who would l i k e  more c h i l d r e n  and 

wou ld l i k e  r e v e r s a l  o f  th e  s t e r i l i z a t i o n .  I n  t h i s  t a b l e ,  d e s i r e  f o r  r e v e r s a l  
was assumed f o r  m a r r i e d  women o n ly  i f  t h e  s t e r i l i z e d  p a r t n e r  " d e f i n i t e l y "

*  The q u e s t io n  was worded as f o l l o w s :  " I f  i t  were p o s s i b l e  f o r  you t o  have
a ( n o t h e r )  baby , would you , y o u r s e l f .  L ik e  t o  have one ? "  (Y e s ,  N o ) .  No 
q u e s t io n  was asked about the  hu sband 's  o r  p a r t n e r ' s  d e s i r e  f o r  more 
c h i l d r e n .



wanted a r e v e r s a l  and the n o n - s t e r i l i z e d  p a r t n e r  wanted r e v e r s a l  " d e f i n i t e l y "  

o r  "m aybe ." F o r  unm arr ied  women, o n ly  th ose  " d e f i n i t e l y "  wanting r e v e r s a l  
were counted as wanting r e v e r s a l . *

I t  shou ld  be no ted t h a t  responses  to  th e  q u e s t io n  about r e v e r s a l  may be 

in a c c u ra te  in  p r e d i c t i n g  the  a c t u a l  b e h a v io r  o f  c ou p le s  o f f e r e d  an o p p o r tu n i ty  
f o r  a r e v e r s a l  o p e r a t i o n .  I n  making the  d e c i s i o n ,  c ou p le s  would take  in to  
accoun t s e v e r a l  f a c t o r s  p ro b a b ly  n o t  c on s id e red  in  answering  the  q u e s t io n :  the 

o p e r a t i o n  i s  n o t  c om p le te ly  s a f e ,  c o n t r a r y  t o  th e  p re sum p t ion  o f  the q u e s t io n ;  

i t  i n v o lv e s  the  in con ven ien ce  and d is c om fo r t  o f  m a jo r  s u r g e r y ;  and i t  i s  f a r  
f rom  100 p e rc e n t  e f f e c t i v e .  Thus, the q u e s t io n  i s  more u s e f u l  as a measure o f  

s t e r i l i z a t i o n  r e g r e t ,  p ro b a b ly  i t s  pu rp o se , th an  as a  measure o f  need f o r  
r e v e r s a l  s e r v i c e s .

The p e rc en tag e  who tx p re s s e d  a d e s i r e  f o r  r e v e r s a l  i c  h ig h e s t  f o r  women 

aged 2 5 -2 9  (2 2  p e r c e n t )  and d e c l in e s  s h a r p ly  w ith  aga t o  o n ly  s i x  p e rc en t  o f  

th o se  4 0 - 4 4 ,  r e f l e c t i n g  a s te ad y  dec rea se  w ith  age i n  the  pe rcen tage  o f  women 
who want more c h i l d r e n .  ( I t  i s  p o s s ib le  t h a t  soma o f  th e  o ld e r  women would 

hava wanted r e v e r s a l  whan th * y  were y o u n g e r . )  Tha p e rc en tag e  i s  a l s o  low e r ,
11 p e r c e n t ,  a t  age 2 0 - 2 4 .  T h is  may r e f l e c t  th e  s h o r t e r  i n t e r v a l  s in c e  s t e r i l i ­
z a t i o n  d u r in g  * h i c h  the* women c ou ld  change t h e i r  m inds abou t wanting more

* The q u e s t io n s  were worded as f o l l o w s :  "As t h in g s  l o o k  t o  you j u s t  now, i f
thai o p e r a t i o n  c o u ld  be s a f e l y  r e v e r s e d ,  t h a t  i s ,  changed back , would you 
want t o  hava i t  r e v e r s e d ?  Would you say  d e f i n i t e l y  y e s ,  maybe y e s ,  o r  
d e f i n i t e l y  n o t ? "  and "Would y ou r  husband l i k e  t o  hava i t  r e v e rs e d ?  Would 
you say d e f i n i t e l y  y e s ,  maybe y e s ,  o r  d e f i n i t e l y  n o t ? " .  By t h i s  
d e f i n i t i o n ,  t h i r e  a r a  a p p ro x im a te ly  8 8 0 ,0 0 0  woman o r  c ou p le s  who d e s i r e  
s t e r i l i z a t i o n  t r a v e r s a l .  As may be seen a t  tha  bo t tom  o f  T ab le  U -6 ,  about 
6 2 0 ,0 0 0  o f  thene would r e q u i r e  r e v e r s a l  o f  fem a le  s t e r i l i z a t i o n ,  2 5 0 ,0 0 0  
mala r e v e r s a l ,  and 1 6 ,0 0 0  r e v e r s a l  s u rg e ry  f o r  b o th  p a r t n e r s .



c h i l d r e n .  Of  * 1 1  women who w o u l d  l i k e  r e v e r s a l ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  a r e  a s *  2 5 - 2 9  
( 3 0  p e r c e n t )  o r  3 0 - 3 4  ( 3 2  p e r c e n t ) .

S t e r i l i z e d  b la c k  women a re  no more l i k e l y  than n on -b la c k  women to  d e s i r e  
more c h i l d r e n ,  bu t o f  th o se  who do want more c h i ld r e n ,  a h ig h e r  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  

the  b la c k s  say  they  a re  w i l l i n g  to  undergo r e v e r s a l  su rg e ry  i n  o r d e r  to  have 
the  c h i l d r e n .  Thus, 17 p e rc e n t  o f  b la c k  women compared to  n in e  p e r c e n t  o f  
n o n -b la c k  women would l i k e  r e v e r s a l s ,  and b la c k s  make up 18 p e rc e n t  o f  the 
women who would choose r e v e r s a l .

A lmost h a l f  (4 9  p e r c e n t )  o f  th e  s t e r i l i z e d  H ispan ic  women would l i k e  more 

c h i l d r e n ,  and a m a jo r i t y  o f  th e se  (6 1  p e r c e n t )  would choose r e v e r s a l .  I n  a l l ,  

30 p e rc e n t  o f  the  s t e r i l i z e d  H isp a n ic *  say  th e y  would l i k e  r e v e r s a l ,  compared 

t o  n in e  p e r c e n t  o f  n on -H isp an ic  women. T h is  i s  a s t r i k i n g  c u l t u r a l  d i f f e r e n c e  

t h a t  r e q u i r e s  f u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h  b e f o r e  on* can be c o n f id e n t  o f  th e  c o r r e c t  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  F o r  exam p le , i t  has been suggested  t h a t  some H isp an ic  women 

may e xp re s s  s t e r i l i z a t i o n  r e g r e t  in  o r d e r  t o  s a t i s f y  the  d i c t a t e s  o f  t h e i r  
r e l i g i o n ,  b u t  would n o t  in  f a c t  se e k  t o  have the  s t e r i l i z a t i o n  r e v e r s e d .

Women who a r e  n o t  c u r r e n t l y  m a r r ie d  a ra  more l i k e l y  than m a r r i e d  women to 

e xp re s s  a d e s i . . *  f o r  r e v e r s a l  ( 2 1  v s .  e ig h t  p e r c e n t ) ,  p o s s i b ly  r e f l e c t i n g  

changes in  p la n s  o f  th o s e  who a r e  s e p a ra t e d ,  d iv o rc e d  o r  widowed.

N e v e r t h e le s s ,  because most s t e r i l i z e d  women a re  m a r r i e d ,  tw o - t h i r d s  o f  the 

women d e s i r i n g  r e v e r s a l  a r e  m a r r i e d .  Some may have m a r r ie d  o r  r em a r r ie d  a f t e r  

be in g  s t e r i l i z e d .

I t  app ea rs  t h a t  c ou p le s  where th e  woman i s  n u l l i p a r o u s  a re  more l i k e l y  
than  th o se  w ith  c h i ld r e n  t o  d e s i r e  r e v e r s a l ,  bu t th e  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  n o t  

s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  because t h e r e  a r e  so  few n u l l i p a r o u s  women who a re  

s t e r i l i s e d  them se lve s  o r  whose husband has had a vasectomy.



Geog raph ic  l o c a t i o n  has no s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n  to  d e s i r e  

f o r  r e v e r s a l ,  a l t h o u g h  the  N o r th e a s t  appea rs  to  be lower than the o th e r  
r e g io n s  on t h i s  v a r i a b l e .

P oo r  women a re  more l i k e l y  than o th e r  women to  say they  would l i k e  to  have 

t h e i r  s t e r i l i z a t i o n s  r e v e rs e d  (1 7  v s .  8 p e r c e n t ) ,  b o th  because they  a re  more 
l i k e l y  to  want more c h i l d r e n  and to  want a r e v e r s a l ,  and 35 p e rc en t  o f  th ose  
d e s i r i n g  r e v e r s a l  a r e  unde r 150 p e rc en t  o f  th e  p o v e r t y  l e v e l .  When age i s  
c o n t r o l l e d ,  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  in  the  p r o p o r t i o n  wanting more c h i ld r e n  d is a p p e a rs  

b u t ,  amen* th o se  who want more c h i l d r e n ,  th e  p o o r  a re  more l i k e l y  to  want 

r e v e r s a l ,  a l th o u g h  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  no lo n g e r  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t .

S in c e  p o v e r t y  i s  c o r r e l a t e d  w ith  r a e e  and H isp an ic  e t h n i c i t y ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  

t h a t  some o f  th e  p o v e r t y  s t a t u s  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  caused by c u l t u r a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  

r a t h e r  than economic f a c t o r s .

Tw en ty -e ig h t  p e r c e n t  o f  s t e r i l i z e d  M ed ica id  r e c i p i e n t s  d e s i r e  r e v e r s a l s ,  

as compared t o  n in e  p e rc e n t  o f  o th e r  women, r e f l e c t i n g  a h ig h e r  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  

M ed ica id  r e c i p i e n t s  d e s i r i n g  more c h i l d r e n  and , among tho se  wanting more 

c h i l d r e n ,  a much h ig h e r  p r o p o r t i o n  wanting r e v e r s a l .  About 1 3 0 ,0 0 0  women, 15 

p e rc e n t  o f  th e  t o t a l ,  a r e  Medica id  r e c i p i e n t s  who d e s i r e  r e v e r s a l .
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Chart i :  C lass ifica tion  of a l l  Uoacn Aged 11-44 by Their Fecundity Statua and Heed fo r In fa r t i l i t y  Scrvlcea
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Tab le  U 1: Muafcar of  Women 15-44 Vaara o f  Ago and Po rcon t ag a  D i s t r i b u t i o n  by F e c u n d i t y  S t a t u e ,  According t o  Var ious  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  Un i ted  S l a t e s ,  1902

Total
Wonen

Characterlst U«— IW lJ . .

Fecundity Unknown
jubfecund or infecund

Total
Known

Jasm A
Contra­
ceptive
U— r,—

Bon-
JiflUL

Kot 
Sexual ly

■ M t l H ______ Totel

SuroUeHr S te rile  D if f ic u l t /
Bon- Bon-eurgl- Dangerous_____

Contra- contra- c e lly  Perceived to Carry
-S tE H vt t t f y ly t  g l t r U t__ lubfecund to Tern Total

!*♦  24-35
JteL t o t -
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t o a  9f Ua  
o 15-19 
o 20-24 
o 25-29 
o 30-34 
o 33-39 
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Married
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54,099 100 19.S 21.& 9.1 13.9 35.9 17.3 7.0 1.7 2.0 4.0 2.1 1.1 0.3 0. 7

9,521 100 AS. 09 15.99 11.59 54.79 2 . 0 9 ♦9 0.09 *0.59 *0.99 *1.39 •0 . 1 9 ♦9 4 •0. 1
10,429 100 1:9.9 29.1 12.0 14.7 14.3 3.7 •0.4 •0.9 2.7 4.0 2.4 *0.2 •0.5 •1 . 7
10,243 100 32.3 24.9 0.4 3.1 29.0 12.1 3.7 *1.5 4.1 5.1 2.5 •1.0 •0.4 •0 .9
9,301 100 21.0 21.3 7.4 •2.0 40.2 24.0 10.1 *1.1 4.0 3.4 *2.0 •1.0 •0.2 •0 .0
7,093 100 7.0 14.4 4.7 •1.0 40.1 35.2 10.4 3.1 3.1 5.5 •2.0 •2.4 4 •0 4
4.412 100 *1.4 15.8 7.4 •1.0 73.4 39.4 21.0 •3.0 ■1.1 4.5 *3.2 •2.9 0.3 »
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47,114 100 19.3 21.5 8.3 14.5 34.2 17.8 7.9 1.7 2.9 3.9 2.0 1.0 *0.3 0 7

4,393 100 27.09 14.19 9.1 15.0 32.9 12.19 4.1 *2.1 3.4 4.0 *3.0 *1.0 •0. 1 »l 1
49,704 100 10.9 22.1 9.1 13.0 34.0 17.9 0.0 1.4 2.7 3.0 2.0 1.0 *0.1 0 7

20,231 100 25.99 19.39 2.09 0.0 52.49 27.09 11.09 2.0 3.3 4.7 309 2.09 *0.0 *1 19

25,040 100 12.4 24.1 14.9 29.2 17.3 4.1 4.4 1.2 2.2 3.1 *0.3 •0.1 •0.1 •0. 1
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Tabla U 1 (co n l.): Uunbar of Uown 15-44 Yaaro of Aga and Parcantaga D is tribu tion  by facundlly Statua, According lo  Various Charactarlallea Unllad Status 
19*2

focwriHir tfntonvw

Characteristic*

Total
Uonan
(000**) Total

Known
fKUtd

Contra-
captlva
Uaar

don-
U»*r

dot 
Sanial 1
Act 1V*

Btlrp nttu*
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o Moaaatrop. 10,900 100 30.1 20.3 7.* 12.2

Baa Ion
o dorthaaat 11,*52 100 l*.l 25 * 0 10.S 14.9*
o dortbcantral 13,9*1 100 IS.9 20.* 0.3 14.4
o South 17,30* ICO 19.7 20.7 7.9 12.2
o Mast 10,95* 100 21.5 19.7 10.4 12.9

ft/fCtX ItltMl 
O <1501 of 

poverty 13.*43 100 24.4* 14.50 12.3* 14.1
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povarty 40.25* 100 17.1 23.4 *.0 13.9

r?**rU fex l u
<30, <150% 9,503 100 33.7$ 17.9{ 12.4 20.1$
<30, *150% 20,910 100 32.7 27.1 9-1 24.* '
210. <150% 4,340 100 10.* 13. IS 12.25 *0.9
*30, *150* 19,34* 100 11.1 19.4 t.l 2.1

ttHifftH It*tMf
a on dadlcald 3,9*4 100 3*.** 12.3* 11.3 *-•9
o not on 
dadlcald 50,135 100 1*.2 22.3 9.0 14.5

* Balatlac standard a rro r la 30 parcont or groatar

•  Dlffaranca batwran daaographlc subgroups la a k a tla tlc a lly  a lgn lflean t (p 
a t laaat ona of tbs dlffaraacca la s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n ifica n t.

J Yfca d lffaranca batwaan th la  parcantaga and tba ona lanadlataly balow I t

dota: 4 -  baas than 0.1 pareant

----------------- fc!*>f«w>4 or Infacund_________________________________________   '
fu rg lc s lU  » ta r lla  D if f ic u l t /

don- don-aurgl- Dangerous________Loom In ta rva l _
Contra- contra- ca lly  Parcalvad to Carry 3t* 24-35 12 2)

— £»£lly*._£»fttv» Ittrtl*---fetbioewnd to Tana Total doa. Mob. Woa

34.•* 17.0 7.4 1.7 2.9 3.4 2.2 1.1 •0.3 0 .*
39.4 19.3 9.* *1.4 2.5 5.2 *1.4 •0.9 •0.2 *0.5

2*. 5* 14.20 5.10 •0.90 2.0 3.5 2.S •1.4 •0.3 *0 9
37.* 19.2 1.5 1.7 3.3 3.4 •1.5 •0.4 •0.3 *0 4
39.4 1*.2 9.7 l . i 2.* 5.1 2.4 •1.3 •0.4 «0 /
35.5 17.5 7.1 2.5 3.5 3.1 •1 .* •0.9 •0.2 *0.7

30.50 13.90 7.4 *o.*o 1 7 * 5.0 1.7* 0 * *0.2 *0 1

37.4 10.7 a.o 1.9 3.2 3.4 2.2 1.2 •0.3 0 1

14.0 5 .* *1.9 *0.7 •1.55 4.4 •1.7 •0 4 •0.1 «t 0
15 5 5.2 1.3 *1.1 3.1 3.1 1.7 •0.4 •0.4 *0 9
43.1 31.7 19.0 •1.1 •2.3 4.4 •2.0 •1 .* *0 2
41.4 33.3 15.2 2.* 3.3 4.1 2.7 2.0 •0.2 *0 5

32.9 13.4 10.2 •1.1 ■1.4 •5.4 •1.1 •0.1* •0 1 «0 9

34.1 17.* 7.7 1.7 2.9 3.* 2.2 1.2 •0.3 0 /

<•05, 2 -ta llad  t- ta a t) .  Tor aga and raglon, 

a a ta t la tIc a lly  a lgn tflcan t (p <.05, 2-ta llad  t- ta a t) .



T a b l e  W - 2 :  N u m b e r  a n d  P e r c e n t a g e  D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  Women  1 5 - 4 4  by  F e c u n d i t y  S t a t u s ,  1 9 8 2

Total

Women
(OOP's)

5 4 ,0 9 9

Pe rcen t

100.02

Known fecund
Fecund i ty  unknown

C on t ra c e p t iv e  u se r
N on -u se r  ( s h o r t  I n t e r v a l  

o r  u nm arr ied )
Never had in t e r c o u r s e

Subfecund o r  in fecund
S u r g i c a l l y  s t e r i l e

H ys te rec tom y , o v a r i e s  removed
Tuba l ,  vasectomy

M ed ica l reasons  ( c h i ld b e a r i n g  
dange rou s )

C on t ra c e p t iv e  reasons 
N o n s u r g i c a l l y  s t e r i l e  

Menopause 
Not menopause+

P e rc e iv ed  subfecund+ 
D i f f i c u l t / d a n g e r o u s  to  c a r r y  to  te r®  
Long i n t e r v a l +

36 months o r  more 
2 4 -3 5  months 
1 2 -2 3  months

1 0 ,5 6 2
2 4 ,1 6 6

1 9 ,3 7 1

11 ,6 8 7

4 ,9 3 7
7 ,542

13 ,6 8 4
3 ,6 8 0

10 ,0 0 4

1 ,4 2 1
8 ,5 8 3

893
*39
854

1 ,5 2 0
2 ,1 4 0
1 ,1 3 5

586
*154
395

1 9 .5
4 4 .7

3 5 .8

1002

48

21

31
1002

71

8

11

16

1002

27
73

1002

*4

96

1002

52

*14

35

ioo:
14

86

* R e l a t i v e  s tan d a rd  e r r o r  i s  30 p e rc en t  o r  g r e a t e r  
+ P o s s i b l y  t r e a t a b l e  f e r t i l i t y  impa irment



-'‘:yp. ^':- ̂ ^ ' y ‘ ^' • /ivpy.;‘

T ab le  W-3: Humber and Pe rc en tag e  o f  Women w ith  P o s s i b ly  T r e a t a b le  I n f e r t i l i t y  Problems
Who Want (M ore ) C h i ld r e n ,  by Type o f  P rob lem , Sex o f  Pe rson  Heeding Treatment 
and I n f e r t i l i t y  S e r v ic e s  Rece ived , U n ited  S t a t e s ,  1982

T o t a l
T r e a t a b le ,
I n f e r t i l e

M o n - s u rg ic a l l y  P e rce iv ed  
S t e r i l e *  Subfecund

* R e l a t i v e  s ta n d a rd  e r r o r  i s  30 p e rc e n t  o r  g r e a t e r

*  E xc lu d e s  menopause

A ‘4 I

I.ong 
I n t e r v a l

0 ( 0 0 0 ' s ) % o o o a )  1 0 ( 0 0 0 ' s ) 1 ooo s )  X
T o t a l 3 ,5 0 9 100 854 100 1 ,5 2 0 100 1 ,1 3 5 100

Want (m ore ) c h i ld r e n 2 ,4 1 7 69 530 62 1 ,0 8 2 71 806 71

Of th o se  who want 
mors c h i l d r e n ,  pe rson  
need ing  t re a tm en t

T o t a l 2 ,4 1 7 100% 530 1001 1 ,0 8 2 1001 806 10011
Female o n ly 1 ,2 0 2 50 263 50 939 87 0 0
H a le  o n ly 238 10 164 31 *74 *7 0 0
Both *42 *2 *10 *2 *31 *3 0 0
d o t  known/Not asked 936 . 39 *92 *17 *38 *4 806 100

1
Among th o se  who want more 
c h i l d r e n ,  s e r v i c e s  r e c e iv e d 2 ,4 1 7 1001 1 ,0 8 2 1001 530 1001 806

1]
lo o t

Advice )'■ „  387 16 *143 *27 *188 *17 *56 *7
Treatm en t 787 33 *219 41 401 37 *168 *21
Hons 1 ,2 4 2 51 *168 32 493 46 581 72



Tab le  W-4: Humber and Pe rcen tage  D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  Women in  Heed o f  I n f e r t i l i t y  
S e r v i c e s ,  by S e le c te d  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  Un ited  S t a t e s ,  1982

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c ____________________ In  Heed o f  I n f e r t i l i t y  S e rv ic e s *
0 ( 0 0 0 ' s) X

A l l  Women 2 ,4 1 7  100
Yea rs  o f  _A*e

o 1 5 -1 9  *115  *5
o 2 0 -2 4  564 23
o 2 5 -2 9  751 31
o 3 0 -3 4  529 22
o 3 5 -3 9  337 14
0 4 0 -4 4  *1 20  *5

Race
o B la c k  
o H on -b la ck

E t h n i c i t y  
o H isp an ic  
o H on -H ispan ic

M a r i t a l  S t a t us
o C u r r e n t ly  m a r r ied  
o Hot c u r r e n t l y  m a r r ied

P a r i t y
o 0 b i r t h s  
o 1 o r  more 

b i r t h s

Metro  S t a tu s  
o M e t r o p o l i t a n  
o H onm e t ro p o l i ta n

Rea ion
o H o r th e a s t  
o H o r t h c e n t r a l  
o Sou th  
o West

268 11
2 , 1 4 9  89

282 12
2 , 1 3 4  88

1 . 8 0 3  75
614  25

1 , 4 2 2  59

995 41

1 , 9 8 2  82
435  18

440  18
694 29
765 32
519  21

P o v e r t y  S t a tu s  
o <150% o f

p o v e r t y  374  15
o >150% o f

p o v e r t y  2 , 0 4 3  85

Medica id  S ta tu s
o on Medica id  * 1 0 1  *4
o n o t  on

M edica id  2 , 3 1 6  96

* R e l a t i v e  s ta n d a rd  e r r o r  i s  30 p e r c e n t  o r  more
* Those who have p o s s i b ly  t r e a t a b l e  f e r t i l i t y  impairment ( o t h e r  than s u r g i c a l  

s t e r i l i z a t i o n )  and want more c h i l d r e n



Tab le  W-5: . 'e re e n ta s e  o f  Women in  Need o f  I n f e r t i l i t y  S e r v i c e s ,  P e rc en t  Who Have Received 
S e r v i c e s ,  and Number in  Need Who Have Not Rece ived S e r v i c e s ,  by Various 
C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  Un ited  S t a t e s ,  1982

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s
P e rc en t  in  Need 

T o t a l  o f  I n f e r t i l i t y
Women________ S e r v i c e s *

Of Those in  
Need o f  S e r v i c e s ,  
P e rc en t  Who Have 
Received S e rv ic e s

Women in  Need 
Who Have not 
Fece ived  Serv ic

A l l  Women

Yea rs  o f  Axe
o 1 5 -1 9  
o 2 0 -2 4  
o 2 5 -2 9  
o 3 0 -3 4  
o 3 5 -3 9  
o 4 0 -4 4

Race
o B la c k  
o N on -b la c k

E t h n i c i t y  
o H isp an ic  
o  N on -H ispan ic

M a r i t a l  S ta tu s  
o C u r r e n t ly  

m a r r i e d  
o Not c u r r e n t l y  

m a r r i e d

0 ( 0 0 0 ' s)

5 4 .0 9 9

9 ,5 2 1
1 0 ,6 2 9
1 0 ,2 6 3
9 , 3 8 1
7 ,8 9 3
6 ,4 1 2

6 , 9 8 5
4 7 ,1 1 4

4 , 3 9 3
4 9 ,7 0 6

2 8 ,2 3 1

2 5 ,8 6 8

P a r i t y
o 0 b i r t h s  2 2 ,9 4 1
o 1 o r  more

b i r t h s  3 1 ,1 5 8

Want (M o r e f  Ch fldcsm
o Yes 3 3 , 3 1 8
o No 2 0 ,7 8 1

4 . 5

* 1 . 2 *

5 . 3
7 .3  
5 . 6
4 . 3  

* 1 . 9

3 . 8
4 . 6

6 . 4
4 . 3

6 . 4 *

2 . 4

6 . 2 *

3 . 2

7 .3

4i'

* 1 0 *

*29
48
69
57
70

3 0 *
51

*39
50

5 7 *

24

54

40

49

0 ( 0 0 0’s)

1 , 2 4 2

1 0 3
398
3 9 2
1 6 7
1 4 5

36

187
1 , 0 5 6

1 7 2
1 , 0 7 0

776
466

647
59 5

1 , 2 4 2

Metro  S t a tu s
o M e t r o p o l i t a n  4 3 , 1 9 9
o N on n e t ro p oL i ta n  1 0 , 9 0 0

4 . 6
4 . 0

46
59

1 , 0 6 5
1 7 7

Reg ion
o N o r th e a s t  
o N o r t h c e n t r a l  
o Sou th  
o West

1 1 . 8 5 2

1 7 ,3 0 8
1 0 ,9 5 8

3 . 7
5.0
■4.-3
4 . 7

39
50
54
46

266
346
348
2 8 2

( c o n t . )



Tab1* W-5 ( c o n t . ) :  P e rc en tag e  o f  Women in  Meed o f  I n f e r t i l i t y  S e r v i c e s ,  P e rcen t 'Who Have
Rece ived  S e r v i c e s ,  and Number in  Need Who Have Not Received S e r v i c e s ,  b 
V a r io u s  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  Un ited  S t a t e s ,  1982

Pe rcen t  in  Need
Of Those in  
Need o f  S e r v i c e s , Women in  Need

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s
T o t a l
Women

o f  I n f e r t i l i t y  
S e rv ic e s  4-

Pe rcen t Who Have 
Received S e r v i c e s

Who Have no t 
Rece ived  S e rv ic iKO O O 's ) 1 1 rfKOOO's)

P o v e r t y  S ta tu s  
o <1501 o f  

p o v e r t y 1 3 ,8 * 3 2 . 7$ *26# 277
o >.1501 o f  

p o v e r t y 4 0 ,2 5 6 5 . 1 53 965
P o v e r t y  by Ace

o < 3 0 ,  < 1 5 0 1  p o v e r ty 9 , 5 0 3 3 . IS *26 217
o < 3 0 ,  2 1 5 0 1  p o v e r ty 2 0 , 9 1 0 5 . 5 41 677
o 2 3 0 ,  < 1 5 0 1  p o v e r ty 4 , 3 4 0 * 1 . 9 *27 60
o 2 3 0 ,  2 1 5 0 1  p o v e r ty 1 9 ,3 4 6 4 .7 68 288

M edica id  S ta tu s  
o on Medica id 3 , 9 6 4 * 2 . 5 *25

•
75

o n o t  on 
Medica id 5 0 , 1 3 5 4 . 6 50 1 ,1 6 7

+ Those w ith  a p o s s i b ly  t r e a t a b l e  f e r t i l i t y  impairment o th e r  th an  s u r g i c a l  
s t e r i l i z a t i o n )  who want more c h i l d r e n .

* R e l a t i v e  s tan d a rd  e r r o r  i s  30 p e r c e n t  o r  more.

*  D i f f e r e n c e  between subg roups i s  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  (p  < . 0 5 ) .
F o r  age , a t  l e a s t  one o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i s  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t .

§ The d i f f e r e n c e  between t h i s  p e rc en tag e  and i t s  one immed iate ly  b e low  i t  
i s  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  (p  < . 0 5 ) .



Tab le  W-6: Of Coup les  Who Are C o n t r a c e p t i v e ly  S t e r i l i z e d  (T uba l o r  V a sec tom y ) , P e rc sn t  Who 
Went More C h i ld r e n ,  and P e rc e n t ,  Number and Pe rcen tage  D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  Those Who 
Want R e v e r s a l ,  by V a r io u s  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  U n ited  S t a t e s ,  1982

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s
Women

Con tracep .
S t e r i l i z e d

P e rc e n t  Who 
Want More 
C h i ld re n

Want R e v e r s a l  
and Went More

M ua be r i D i s t r i b .
# (0 0C * s )

A l l  Women 8 ,5 8 3 26 1 0 .3 R82 100
Yea rs  o f  Are

o 1 5 -1 9 0 - — -
o 2 0 -2 4 388 42# *11# *42 *5
o 2 5 -2 9 1 ,2 2 1 41 22 269 30
o 3 0 -3 4 2 ,3 5 1 32 12 285 32
o 3 5 -3 9 2 ,4 4 1 21 *7 *163 *18
0 4 0 -4 4 2 ,1 8 3 13 *6 *123 *14

Race
o B la c k 916 28 17# 160 *18
o M on-b lack 7 ,6 6 7 25 9 722 82

E t h n i c i t y
o H isp an ic 511 4 9# *30# 151 *17
o N on -H ispan ic 8 , 0 7 2 24 9 731 83

M a r i t a l  S ta tu s
o C u r r e n t ly

m a r r ie d 7 ,1 7 7 25 8# 587 67
o Mot c u r r e n t l y •

m a r r ie d 1 ,4 0 6 31 21 295 33
P a r i t y

o 0 b i r t h s 318 *39 *22 *70 *8
o 1 o r  more

b i r t h s 8 , 2 6 5 25 10 812 92

Metro  S t e tu s  . . • *
o M e t r o p o l i t a n 6 , 6 3 9 25 9 625 71
o M o n a e t r o p o l i t a n 1 , 9 4 4 26 13 257 29

Reg ion
o N o r th e a s t 1 , 5 9 9 26 *6 *91 *10
o M o r th c e n t r a l 2 , 5 0 2 23 9 *213 24
o Sou th 2 ,7 7 2 27 14 389 44
o West 1 , 7 0 9 26 *11 *189 *21

( c o n t . )



T ab le  W-6 ( c o n t . ) :  Of Coup le* Who Are C o n t r a c e p t i v e ly  S t e r i l i z e d  (T u b a l o r  V e e e c to o y ) ,
P e rc en t  Who Want More C h i ld r e n ,  and P e r c e n t ,  Muaber and Pe rc en tag e  
D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  Those Who Want R e v e r s a l ,  by V a r io u s  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  
U n ited  S t a t e s ,  1982

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s
Women 

C on t ra c ep . 
S t e r i l i z e d

P o v e r t y  S ta tu s  
o <150% o f  

p o v e r t y  
o >150% o f  

p o v e r t y

P o v e r t y  by Aae
o < 30 , <150% p o v e r t y  
o < 30 , >150% p o v e r t y  
o >30 , <150% p o v e r t y  
o >30 , >150% p o v e r t y

M ed ica id  S ta tu s  
o On Medica id 
o l o t  on 

Medica id

S t e r i l i z e d  P e rson  
Female 
Male
Both

# ( 0 0 0 ' s)

1 ,7 5 7

6 ,8 2 6

543
1 ,0 6 6
1 ,2 1 4
5 ,7 6 0

466

8 ,1 1 7

5 , 5 3 5
2 ,9 7 9

*69

P e rc en t  Who 
Want More 

- C h i l d r e n
want R e v e r s a l  

and Want More
Mumbor % D i s t r i b .

30
25

41
41
25
22

40

25

26
25

*24

17#

*22

18
*15

7

*2 8 #

9

11

8

*24

305
577

*121

*190
*184
387

*132

750

619
247
*16

*  R e l a t i v e  s ta n d a rd  e r r o r  i s  30 p e r c e n t  o r  g r e a t e r

#  D i f f e r e n c e  between demographic subgroups i s  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t
(p  < . 0 5 ) .  F o r  age , a t  l e a s t  one o f  th e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i s  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  
s i g n i f i c a n t .

35
65

*14
22

*21

44'

*15

85

70
28
*2



I V . I n f e r t i l i t y  S e r v i c e s :  C o m p a r i s o n  o f  P r o v i d e r s

A- In t r o d u c t i o n

The r e s o l u t i o n  o f  an i n f e r t i l i t y  p rob lem  can be a long o r d e a l ,  in v o lv in g  
t e s t s ,  drug th e ra p y  o r  s u rg e ry  to  a id  c ou p le s  in  c on c e iv in g .  In  cases  n o t  
r e s u l t i n g  from  s u r g i c a l  p ro c ed u re s ,  the  i n f e r t i l i t y  prob lems which a re  

f e m a le - r e l a t e d  a re  u s u a l l y  caused by i n f e c t i o n *  and r e s u l t i n g  damage o r  

b lo c kag e  o f  th e  f a l l o p i a n  tu b e s , hormone o r  o v u la t i o n  d i s o r d e r s ,  and 
e n d om e t r io s is . .  Male i n f e r t i l i t y  i s  most o f t e n  caused by p o o r  s p s m  q u a n t i t y  

and q u a l i t y  due t o  b lo c k a g e  o f  sperm duc ts  o r  d i s o r d e r s  in  sperm p r o d u c t io n .

In  some c a s e s ,  b o th  p a r t n e r s  may have p rob lem * which r e s u l t  i n  t h e i r  
i n f e r t i l i t y .  9 /

To d e te rm ine  th e  scope o f  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e ,  p h y s ic ia n s  and 

o th e r  h e a l t h  c a re  p r o v i d e r s  were asked which o f  a range o f  s e r v i c e s  they  

p r o v id e d ,  f rom  p r e l im in a r y  s c re e n in g  t e s t s  t o  m ic r o s u rg e ry .  The p ro c edu re s  

c o v e r  th e  more common ones used to  d iagnose  and t r e a t  p a t i e n t s  whose 

i n f e r t i l i t y  p rob lem s a r e  o v u l a t o r y ,  s em en - re la te d  o r  r e s u l t  f rom  tu b a l  o r  
u t e r i n e  o b s t r u c t i o n .

I n f e r t i l i t y  c a r e  o f t e n  b eg in s  w ith  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  a women's 

o v u l a t i o n ,  s t a r t i n g  w i th  b a s a l  body tem pe ra tu re  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  f o r  which a woman 

re c o rd s  in f o rm a t i o n  a b c y t  h e r  o v u l a t i o n  by. s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  t a k in g  b a r  

tem p e ra tu re .  I f  a p h y s ic i a n  conc ludes  t h a t  the  woman needs hormona l 

s t im u la t i o n  t o  o v u l a t e ,  C lom id (c lom iphene  c i t r a t e )  may be p r e s c r i b e d .  I f  

t h i s  d rug t re a tm en t  f a i l s ,  a more p o t e n t  t r e a tm e n t ,  p r e s c r i p t i o n  o f  P e rg o n a l 

(g o n a d o t r o p in s )  i s  n e c e s s a r y ;  t h i "  e xp an s iv e  t re a tm en t  r e q u i r e s  d a i l y  

m on i to r in g  by e v a lu a t i n g  u r i n e  o r  b lo o d  e s t r o g e n  l e v e l s .



I f  a p h y s ic i a n  su sp ec ts  t h a t  the woman i s  i n f e r t i l e  because o f  b locked  o r  

damaged f a l l o p i a n  tubes o r  o t h e r  u t e r i n e  p rob lem s , he o r  she m ight t r y  to 

a s c e r t a i n  i f  the  coup le  has had any g e n e ra l  i n f e c t i o n  o r  c u r r e n t l y  has an 
i n f e c t i o n ,  p o s s i b l y  asym ptomatic , g on o r rh e a  o r  ch lamyd ia . The p h y s ic ia n  may 

a l s o  u se  s e v e r a l  p ro c edu re s  t o  examine th e  u t e ru s  and f a l l o p i a n  tu b e s , 
i n c lu d in g :  h y s te r o s a lp in g o g ram  (wh ich in v o lv e s  i n je c t i n g  a dye in t o  the  u te ru s  
t o  d e t e c t  th rough  x - r a y s  e x i s t i n g  b lo c k a g e  o f  th e  f a l l o p i a n  t u b e s ) ,  sonography 

( t o  g e t  a p i c t u r e  o f  th e  u t e r u s ) ,  and la p a ro s c o p y  ( t h e  i n s e r t i o n  o f  a th in  

tube th rou gh  a sm a l l  i n c i s i o n  t o  i d e n t i f y  v i s u a l l y  o r  th rough  specimens 

i n f l a m a t o r y  d i s e a s e ,  e n d o m e t r i o s i s ,  o v a r i a n  g row th s , o r  o t h e r  damage t o  the  

f a l l o p i a n  t u b e s ) .  S u rg e ry ,  such as  fem a le  t u b e l  r e c o n s t r u c t i v e  s u rg e r y ,  may 

be r e q u i r e d  t o  r e p a i r  e x i s t i n g  damage. S u rg e ry  i s  a l s o  needed to  re v e rs e  

fem a le  o r  m a le  s u r g i c a l  s t e r i l i z a t i o n .

O f t e n ,  a c o u p le ' s  f e r t i l i t y  p rob lem s a r e  s em en - re la te d  and can be 

d iagnosed  th rough  a s e r i e s  o f  t e s t a :  a semen a n a ly s i s  ( t o  d e te rm ine  the 
q u a n t i t y  and q u a l i t y  o f  sperm i n  th e  m a le ' s  semen); a p o s t c o i t a l  t e s t  ( t o  

d e te rm in e  i f  th e  women's c e r v i c a l  mucus i s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  f l u i d  and i f  the man's 

sperm a r e  h e a l t h y  enough f o r  ovum p e n e t r a t i o n ) ;  and a sperm en t ib o d y  t e s t  ( t o  

d e te rm in e  whethe r th e  woman i s  p ro du c in g  a n t ib o d ie s  which p r e v e n t  th e  sperm 

f rom  re a c h in g  th a  s i t e  o f  f e r t i l i z a t i o n ) .  I f  th e  h u s b a n d 's / p a r t n e r ' s  

i n f e r t i l i t y  i s  th e  r e s u l t  o f  t u b e l  damage, male m ic ro s u rg e ry  can be 
p e r fo rm ed .  I f  th e  p rob lem  canno t bo r e s o l v e d ,  the  coup lo  may e l e c t  t o  undergo 

a r t i f i c i a l  in s em in a t io n  by  a d o n o r .  A lthough  t h i s  i s  a s im p le  m ed ica l 

p ro c e d u re ,  i t  r e q u i r e s  acce ss  t o  a sperm bank o r  don o r  s e r v i c e s  and may have 

to  be re p e a te d  a number o f  t im e s .



Accord ing t o  the  g u id e l in e s  t o  T i t l e  I  o f  the P u b l i c  H ea lth  S e rv ic e  A ct , 

whir.h p r o v id e s  fund ing  f o r  f a m i ly  p la n n in g  s e r v i c e s ,  f a m i ly  p lann ing  s e r v i c e  

g ra n te e s  a re  r e q u i r e d  t o  make b a s ic  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v ic e s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  c l i e n t s  
r e q u e s t in g  such s e r v i c e s .  The s e r v i c e s  t h a t  may be suppo rted  by F e d e ra l  funds 

a re  c a t e g o r i z e d  i n t o  t h r e e  l e v e l s  o f  s e r v i c e .  These a r e :

"  L e v e l  I  ( i n i t i a l  i n f e r t i l i t y  in t e r v i e w ,  e d u c a t io n ,  p h y s ic a l  
e x am in a t io n ,  la b  t e s t s ,  c o u n s e l in g ,  end r e f e r r a l ) ,

-  L e v e l  II (semen a n a l y s i s ,  b a s a l  body tem pe ra tu re  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  
e n d om e t r ia l  b i o p s y ,  p o s t c o i t a l  t e s t i n g ) ,  and

-  L e v e l  III (more s o p h i s t i c a t e d  and complex s e r v i c e s ) .

T i t l e  Z g r a n t e e s  must p r o v id e  a t  l e a s t  th e  s e r v i c e s  in c lu d ed  a t  L e v e l I .  O n ly  
g ra n te e s  w ith  i n f e r t i l i t y  programs su p e rv is e d  by p h y s ic ia n s  w ith  s p e c i a l  

i n f e r t i l i t y  t r a i n i n g  can o f f e r  L e v e l  II o r  L e v e l  III s e r v i c e s .  The g u id e l in e s  

c a u t io n  p r o v id e r s  abou t th e  expense o f  such p ro c edu re s  and the  m ed ica l and 

l e g a l  r i s k s  i n v o lv e d ,  im p l i c i t l y  d i s c o u ra g in g  th a  use  o f  T i t l e  Z funds to  

p r o v id e  L e v e l  II and L e v e l  III s e r v i c e s .

F o r  p u rp o se s  o f  th e  a n a l y s i s ,  f a m i ly  p la n n in g  agenc ie s  and o th e r  m ed ica l 

p r o v id e r s  t h a t  p r o v id e  none o f  th e se  s e r v i c e s  o r  o n ly  i n f e r t i l i t y  c o u n s e l in g  
were c a t e g o r i z e d  as n o n p ro v id e r s  o f  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s .  P r o v i d e r s  were 

c l a s s i f i e d  a c c o rd in g  t o  th e  h ig h e s t  l e v e l  o f  any i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e  they  

p r o v i d e .  However, b a s a l  body tem pe ra tu re  i n s t r u c t i o n  was reg rouped w ith  L e v e l 

I ,  s in c e  a lm o s t  a l l  o f  th o s e  who p r o v id e  L e v e l  I  p ro c ed u re s  a l s o  p r o v id e  b a s a l  

body tem pe ra tu re  i n s t r u c t i o n  b u t  o f t e n  none o f  th e  L e v e l  II o r  L e v e l  III 

p ro c ed u re s  o r  s e r v i c e s .



The a l l o c a t i o n  o f  tha p roc r/du res about which m ed ica l p r o v i d e r s  were 
q u e r ie d  t o  s p e c i f i c  l e v e l s  f o r  t h i s  a n a ly s i s  i s  as f o l l o w s :

L e v e l I
C oun se l in g ,  educo - .ion , in fo rm a t io n
P h y s i c a l  exam, women
P h y s ic a l  exam, men
B a s a l  body tem pe ra tu re  i n s t r u c t i o n
I n f e c t i o n  in v e s t i g a t i o n

L ayal I!
Semen a n a ly s i s  
P o s t c o i t a l  t e s t  
E n d om e t r ia l  b iop sy

L e v» ; ,_ I . I I  
Sperm an t ib od y  t e s t  
C lom iphane (m ed ic a l d rug t h e ra p y )  
G onodo trop in  (hormone t r e a tm e n t )  
H ys te ro sa lp in g og ram  
Lapa ro scopy  
Sonography 
V a r ic o c e le c tom y  
Female m ic ro s u rg e ry  
Male t u b a l  r e c o n s t r u c t i v e  s u rg e r y  
A r t i f i c i a l  in s em in a t io n ,  by dono r 
G en e t ic  c o u n s e l in g ,  s c re e n in g  
I n  v i t r o  f e r t i l i z a t i o n

Hot a l l  of th e  t e s t s  and p ro c ed u re s  were in c lud ed  in  th e  s u rv e y  o f  p h y s ic ia n s

and th e  su rv e y  o f  f a m i ly  p la n n in g  ag en c ie s .

W h i le  i n f e r t i l i t y  t r e a tm e n t  can e n t a i l  j u s t  th e  m in im a l c o s t  o f  edu ca t ion

and c o u n s e l in g ,  p a t i e n t s  o f t e n  need more e x t e n s iv e  t e s t s  o r  s u rg e r y  c o s t in g
thousands o f  d o l l a r s .  1 0 /  One i n f e r t i l i t y  s p e c i a l i s t  e s t im a te s  t h a t  h i s  

p a t i e n t s  a ve rag e  f o u r  weeks o f  d i a g n o s i s  and 18 weeks o f  t h e r a p y ,  c o s t in g  an 

ave rag e  o f  $ 2 , 6 5 0 .  v y  Such m ed ic a l c a r e  i s  beyond th e  f i n a n c i a l  means o f  

many p o o r  c o u p le s  u n le s s  o f f e r e d  a t  a reduced f e e .

J]



M e d ic a id  Ls  a  m a jo r  s o u r c e  o f  p u b l i c  f u n d in g  t o  m e d ic a l  p r o v i d e r s  f o r  t h i s  

s e r v i c e .  M a n y  p r o v i d e r s  a r e  u n w i l l i n g  o r  u n a b le  t o  a c c e p t  M e d ic a id  f o r  

i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  b e c a u s e  o f  s t a t e - d e f i n e d  l i m i t s  o n  t h e  s e r v i c e s  c o v e r e d ,  

lo w  r e im b u r s e m e n t  r a t e  s c h e d u le s  a n d  i n c o n v e n i e n t  r e im b u r s e m e n t  p r o c e d u r e s .

A n  a d d i t i o n a l  p r o b le m  i s  t h a t  so m e  p a t i e n t s  m ay  n e e d  m o re  t h a n  o n e  

p r o v i d e r  w h o  a c c e p t s  M e d ic a id .  A  c o m p le t e  u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  a  c o u p l e ' s  

i n f e r t i l i t y  m a y  n o t  b e  a p p a r e n t  u n t i l  e a c h  p a r t n e r  h a s  u n d e r g o n e  a  s e r i e s  o f  

t e s t s  a n d  t r e a t m e n t s  t o  r e s o l v e  t h e  p r o b l e m .  S u c h  t r e a t m e n t  m a y  r e q u i r e  

v i s i t s  t o  s e v e r a l  p h y s i c i a n s ,  s i n c e  m a n y  p h y s i c i a n s  p r o v i d e  o n l y  p r e l i m i n a r y  

m a le  a n d  f e m a le  t e s t s ,  w h i l e  f e w  p e r f o r m  m o r e  s p e c i a l i z e d  t e s t s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s .

M e d i c a i d  e l i g i b i l i t y  r e q u i r e m e n t s  m a k e  i t  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  m a n y  p o o r  m en  a n d  

w o m e n  c a n  r e c e i ' / e  i n f e r t i l i t y  c a r e .  H a v in g  a t  l e a s t  o n e  d e p e n d e n t  c h i l d  a n d  

b e in g  u n m a r r i e d  i s  t h e  m a in  w a y  i n  w h i c h  p o o r  w om en o f  r e p r o d u c t i v e  a g e  

q u a l i f y  f o r  M e d ic a id  c o v e r a g e ;  a s  w a s  s h o w n  i n  T a b le  W -5  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  

s e c t i o n ,  t h e y  p r o b a b l y  n e e d  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  l e s s  t h a n  o t h e r  w o m en  o f  t h i s  

a g e .  A m on g  w o m a n  n e e d in g  i n f e r t i l i t y  c a r e ,  t h e  n u m b e r  e l i g i b l e  f o r  M e d i c a i d -  

r e im b u r s e d  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  i s  e q u a l  t o  o n l y  2 7  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  

l o w - in c o m e  w o m a n  ( T a b l e  W - 4 ) .  T h o s e  w h o  a r e  e l i g i b l e  a n d  n e e d  s e r v i c e s  h a v e  

a n  a d d i t i o n a l  d i f f i c u l t y  o b t a i n i n g  c a r e  b e c a u i t e  i t  i s  u n c l e a r  w h ic h  t e s t s  o r  

p r o c e d u r e s  a r e  r e i m b u r * i b l e  u n d e r  M e d i c a i d .  T h u s ,  m a n y  p o o r  w o m e n  w h o  n e e d  

i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  a r u  u n a b le  t o  r e c e i v e  f r e e  c a r e  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  s t a t e  

M e d ic a id  p r o g r a m  a n d  m u s t  r e l y  o n  o t h e r  p u b l i c  f u n d s  o r  f o r g o  s e r v i c e s .



B - P r i v a t e  P h y s i c i a n s

O f t a n ,  t h a  p h y s i c i a n *  c o u p le s  c o n s u l t  f i r s t  i f  t h e y  p e r c e i v e  a f e r t i l i t y
a

p r o b le m  a r e  o b s t e t r i c i a n / g y n e c o l o g i s t s  o r  g e n e r a l / f a m i l y  p r a c t i t i o n e r s .  T h e y  

m a y  t h e n  b e  r e f e r r e d  t o  u r o l o g i s t s  o r  g e n e r a l  s u r g e o n s ,  o r  t h e y  m a y  g o  t o  

t h e s e  s p e c i a l i s t s  d i r e c t l y  i f  t h e y  s u s p e c t  t h a t  t h e  p r o b le m  i s  w i t h  t h e  m a le  

p a r t n e r .  T h e  A G I s u r v e y  s h o w s  ( i n  T a b le  P - l )  t h a t  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  n u m b e r  o f  

p h y s i c i a n s  i n  t h e s e  f o u r  g r o u p s  p r o v i d e  i n f e r t i l i t y  c a r e ,  a l t h o u g h ,  a s  w i l l  b e  

s e e n  b e lo w ,  m a n y  p r o v i d e  o n l y  p r e l i m i n a r y  t e s t s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s .  N i n e t y - s i x  

p e r c e n t  o f  o b s t e t r i c i a n / g y n e c o l o g i s t s  a n d  9 2  p e r c e n t  o f  u r o l o g i s t s  p r o v i d e  a t  

l e a s t  so m e  i n f e r t i l i t y  t e s t s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  p r i v a t e  o f f i c e  

p r a c t i c e ,  w h i l e  j u s t  3 5  p e r c e n t  o f  g e n e r a l / f a m i l y  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  a n d  o n l y  s i x  

p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  s u r g e o n s  d o  s o .  T h e r e  a r e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  4 5 , 5 0 0  

p h y s i c i a n s  n a t i o n a l l y  ( 4 5  p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  p h y s i c i a n s  i n  t h e  f o u r  s p e c i a l t i e s )  

w h o  p e r f o r m  som e  i n f e r t i l i t y  t h e r a p y  ( s e e  T a b le  P - l ) .

N o n m e t r o p o l i t a n - a r e a  p h y s i c i a n s  a r e  s l i g h t l y  m o r e  l i k e l y  t h a n  

m e t r o p o l i t a n - a r e a s  o n e s  t o  o f f e r  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  am o ng  

g e n e r a l / f a m i l y  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  a n d  g e n e r a l  s u r g e o n s .  A b o u t  2 7  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  

p h y s i c i a n s  w h o  p r o v i d e  i n f e r t i l i t y  c a r e  p r a c t i c e  i n  n o n m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a s  ( n o t  

s h o w n ) ,  3 o m e w tia t  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  1 8  p e r c e n t  o f  w o m e n  i n  n e e d  o f  i n f e r t i l i t y  

s e r v i c e s  w h o  l i v e  i n  n o n a e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a s  ( T a b l e  W - 4 ) .  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i f  a  

r u r a l  w o m a n  l i v e s  i n  a  c o m m u n i t y  w i t h  o n l y  o n e  g e n e r a l  p r a c t i t i o n e r ,  s h e  h a s  

o n l y  a  4 7  p e r c e n t  c h a n c e  o f  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  o b t a i n  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  w i t h i n  

h e r  c o m m u n i t y ,  w h i l e  a l m o s t  a l l  m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a s  u n d o u b t e d l y  h a v e  a t  l e a s t  

o n e  o b s t e t r i c i a n / g y n e c o l o g i s t  w h o  p r o v i d e s  : h e s e  s e r v i c e s .

P h y s i c i a n s  w h o  p r a c t i c e  i n  t h e  H o r t h c a n t r a l  a n d  W e s t e r n  r e g io n s  ( s e e  T a b le  

P - l )  a n d  y o u n g e r  p h y s i c i a n s  ( d a t a  n o t  s h o w n )  a r e  s l i g h t l y  m o r e  l i k e l y  t h a n  

o t h e r s  t o  t r e a t  i n f e r t i l i t y  p r o b le m s .



T a b le  P - 2  s h o w s  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  a l l  p h y s i c i a n s ,  b y  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n ,  

r e g i o n  a n d  m e t r o p o l i t a n  s t a t u s  w h o  p r o v i d e  s p e c i f i c  i n f e r t i l i t y  t e s t s  a n d  

p r o c e d u r e s ,  g r o u p e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  c a t e g o r i z a t i o n  d e s c r i b e d  a b o v e .  

T h i r t y - s e v e n  p e r c e n t  o f  p h y s i c i a n s  i n  t h e  s p e c i a l t i e s  s u r v e y e d  p r o v i d e  a t  

l e a s t  o n e  o f  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y ,  L e v e l  I  p r o c e d u r e s  ( b a s a l  b o d y  t e m p e r a t u r e  

i n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  i n f e c t i o n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n )  a n d  29  p e r c e n t  p r o v i d e  b o t h .  M o s t  

o b s t e t r i c i a n / g y n e c o l o g i s t s  ( 8 2  p e r c e n t )  p r o v i d e  b o t h  s e r v i c e s ,  w h i l e  n o  m o re  

t h a n  2 2  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  o t h e r  tw o  s p e c i a l t i e s  p r o v i d e  b o t h .  P h y s i c i a n s  

p r a c t i c i n g  i n  t h e  V o r t h c e n t r a l  a n d  W e s t e r n  R e g io n s  a r e  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  p r o v i d e  

t h e s e  s e r v i c e s  t h a n  a r e  t h o s e  p r a c t i c i n g  e l s e w h e r e .  H o n m e t r o p o l i t a n - a r e a  

p h y s i c i a n s  a r e  s l i g h t l y  m o r e  l i k e l y  t h a n  t h o s e  i n  m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a s  t o  

p r o v i d e  b a s a l  b o d y  t e m p e r a t u r e  i n s t r u c t i o n .

P h y s i c i a n s  w e r e  a s k e d  a b o u t  tw o  L e v e l  I I  d i a g n o s t i c  t e s t s  -  s e m e n  a n a l y s i s  

a n d  p o s t c o i t a l  t e s t s .  P h y s i c i a n s  i n  t h e  s p e c i a l t i e s  s u r v e y e d  w e r e  m o re  l i k e l y  

t o  p e r f o r m  a t  l e a s t  o n e  L e v e l  I I  t e s t  ( 4 2  p e r c e n t )  t h a n  a  L e v e l  I  t e s t ,  m a i n l y  

b e c a u s e  8 3  p e r c e n t  o f  u r o l o g i s t s  d o  s e m e n  a n l y s i s ,  w h i l e  t h e  L e v e l  I  

p r o c e d u r e s  f a l l  o u t s i d e  t h i s  s p e c i a l t y .  S em e n  a n a l y s i s ,  a l t h o u g h  c l a s s i f i e d  

a s  a  L e v e l  I I  s e r v i c e ,  i s  p e r f o r m e d  b y  a s  m a n y  p h y s i c i a n s  a s  p r o v i d e  t h e  L e v e l  

I  s e r v i c e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  3 2  p e r c e n t  o f  g e n e r a l / f a m i l y  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  a n d  71 

p e r c e n t  o f  o b / g y u ' s ,  a s  w a l l  a s  b y  8 3  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  u r o l o g i s t s .  H o w e v e r ,  

r e l a t i v e l y  f e w  p h y s i c i a n s  o t h e r  t h a n  o b / g y n ' s  p e r f o r m  p o s t c o i t a l  t e s t s .  T h e  

r e g i o n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  p h y s i c i a n s  p e r f o r m i n g  L e v e l  I I  t e s t s  

a r e  s i m i l a r  f o r  t h o s e  o f  L e v e l  I  t e s t s ,  b u t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b y  m e t r o p o l i t a n  

s t a t u s  a r e  n o t  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t .

1 .  P ro cedu re s  and T e s t s .



P h y s i c i a n s  w e r e  a s k e d  a b o u t  n i n e  m o re  s p e c i a l i z e d  L e v e l  t i l  t e s t s  a n d  

p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  d i a g n o s e s  a n d  t r e a t i n g  f e r t i l i t y  p r o b le m s .  E x c e p t  f o r  m a la  

t u b a l  r e c o n s t r u c t i v e  s u r g e r y ,  t h e s e  p r o c e d u r e s  a r e  p r o v i d e d  p r e d o m in a n t l y  b y  

o b / g y n ' s .  T w o - t h i r d s  o r  m o re  o f  p h y s i c i a n s  i n  t h i s  s p e c i a l t y  p r o v i d e  

c lo m ip h e n e  t h e r a p y ,  h y s t e r o s a l p i n g o g r a m s , l a p a r o s c o p y ,  a n d  s o n o g r a p h y .  A b o u t  

h a l f  p r o v i d e  t r e a t m e n t  w i t h  g o n a d o t r o p i n ,  a n d  a  t h i r d  d o  f e m a le  m i c r o s u r g e r y  

a n d  a r t i f i c i a l  i n s e m i n a t i o n  b y  d o n o r .

S i x t y - t w o  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  u r o l o g i s t s ,  b u t  a l m o s t  n o n e  o f  t h e  o t h e r  

s p e c i a l t i e s ,  p e r f o r m  m a le  t u b a l  r e c o n s t r u c t i v e  s u r g e r y .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  a lm o s t  

n o  p h y s i c i a n s  p r o v i d e  a l l  t h e  L e v e l  I I I  p r o c e d u r e s  a s k e d  a b o u t .

O n ly  2 1  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l / f a m i l y  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  p r o v i d e  e v e n  o n e  o f  

t h e  L e v e l  I I I  p r o c e d u r e s .  C lo m ip h e n e  i s  p r o v i d e d  m o s t  o f t e n  b y  t h i s  g r o u p  ( 1 4  

p e r c e n t ) .  O v e r a l l ,  t h e  g e n e r a l / f a m i l y  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  a p p e a r  n o t  t o  b e  a n  

i m p o r t a n t  s o u r c e  o f  s p e c i a l i z e d  i n f e r t i l i t y  c a r e .

R e g io n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  p h y s i c i a n s  o f f e r i n g  L e v e l  I I I  

s e r v i c e s  a r e  m i n o r .  H o w e v e r ,  m e t r o p o l i t a n  p h y s i c i a n s  a r e  m o re  l i k e l y  t h a n  

t h o s e  i n  n o n m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a s  t o  p r o v i d e  a l l  t h e  s e r v i c e s  e x c e p t  c lo m ip h e n e  

t h e r a p y .

2 .  H u m b e r  o f  P a t i e n t s  f t u r T e d  A n n u m 1 1 t .

I n  t h e  s u r v e y  o f  p r i v a t e  p h y s i c i / n s ,  r e s p o n d e n t s  w e r e  a s k e d  t o  s t a t e  t h e  

a p p r o x im a t e  n u m b e r  o f  i n f e r t i l i t y  p a t i e n t s  t h e y  s e r v e d  i n  1 9 8 2 .  P r o j e c t i n g  

t h e  n u m b e r  n a t i o n a l l y  g i v a s  a n  e s t i m a t e  o f  1 , 5 5 0 , 0 0 0  p a t i e n t s  s e r v e d  ( s e e  

T a b le  P - 3 ) .  T h a  n u m b e r  o f  u n d u p l i c a t e d  c o u p l e s  w h o  r e c e i v e d  s e r v i c e s  w o u ld  

h a v e  b e e n  l o w e r  t h a n  t h i s ,  s i n c e  m a n y  p a t i e n t s  w e r e  u n d o u b t e d l y  s e e n  b y  m o re  

t h a n  o n e  p h y s i c i a n ,  a n d  b o t h  p a r t n e r s  m a y  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  s e r v i c e s .  T h e r e  m y



a l s o  b e  som e t e n d e n c y  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  p h y s i c i a n s  t o  o v e r e s t i m a t e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  

p a t i e n t s  s e r v e d .  Come m ay  h a v e  r e s p o i \d e d  i n  t e r m s  o f  p a t i e n t  v i s i t s  r a t h e r  

t h a n  p a t i e n t s .  D a ta  f r o m  t h e  N a t i o n a l  S u r v e y  o f  F a m i l y  G r o w t h  p r o d u c e  a n  

e s t i m a t e  o f  1 , 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  c o u p l e s  w h o  c o n s u l t e d  a  p h y s i c i a n  a b o u t  i n f e r t i l i t y  

p r o b le m s  i n  1 9 8 1 .  A b o u t  2 1  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e s e  p a t i e n t s  r e c e i v e d  s e r v i c e s  f r o m  a 

h o s p i t a l  o r  c l i n i c  p h y s i c i a n  n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  A G I s u r v e y  o f  p r i v a t e  

p h y s i c i a n s ,  l e a v i n g  a n  e s t i m a t e d  9 5 0 , 0 0 0  c o u p le s  w h o  c o n s u l t e d  p r i v a t e  

p h y s i c i a n s .  W hen  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  d a t a  s o u r c e s  a r e  t a k e n  i n t o  a c c o u n t ,  t h e  

r e s u l t s  f r o m  t h e  NSFG a n d  t h e  A G I s u r v e y  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  c o n t r a d i c t o r y .

T h e  n u m b e r  o f  i n f e r t i l i t y  p a t i e n t s  s e e n  v a r i e s  w i d e l y  a m o n g  p h y s i c i a n s .

T h e  l a r g e  m a j o r i t y  ( 8 4  p e r c e n t )  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l / f a m i l y  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  a n d  

g e n e r a l  s u r g e o n s  w h o  p r o v i d e  t h e s e  s e r v i c e s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e y  s e e  n o  m o r e  

t h a n  o n e  i n f e r t i l i t y  p a t i e n t  a  m o n th  ( T a b le  P - 3 ) .  T h e  a v e r a g e  n u m b e r  o f  

p a t i e n t s  t h e y  s a w  i n  1 9 8 2  w a s  o n l y  n i n e .  O b s t e t r i c i a n / g y n e c o l o g i s t s  a n d  

u r o l o g i s t s  t e n d  t o  s e e  m o r e ,  t h e  a v e r a g e  b e in g  5 0  a n d  5 6 ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .

E le v e n  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  o b / g y n ’ s  a n d  1 7  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  u r o l o g i s t s  r e p o r t e d  

h a v in g  s e e n  96  o r  m o r e  i n f e r t i l i t y  p a t i e n t s  i n  1 9 8 2 .  Som e o f  t h e s e  m a y  

s p e c i a l i z e  i n  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s .  T h e  n u m b e r  o f  p a t i e n t s  s e e n  i n  1 9 8 2  

r a n g e d  a s  h i g h  a s  9 6 0  f o r  o b / g y n ’ s  a n d  1 , 2 0 0  f o r  u r o l o g i s t s .

B a s e d  o n  e s t i m a t e s  f r o J  t h i s  s u r v e y ,  6 6  p e r c e n t  o f  i n f e r t i l i t y  p a t i e n t s  

r e c e i v i n g  s e r v i c e s  t h r o u g h  p r i v a t e  p h y s i c i a n s  a r e  s e r v e d  b y  

o b s t e t r i c i a n / g y n e c o l o g i s t s .  U r o l o g i s t s ,  w h o  r e p r e s e n t  1 3  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  f o u r  

g r o u p s  w h o  p r o v i d e  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s ,  s e r v e  . '2  p e r c e n t ;  t h e  r e m a in d e r  o f  

t h e  i n f e r t i l i t y  p a t i e n t s  a r e  s e r v e d  b y  g e n e r a l / f a m i l y  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  a n d  

g e n e r a l  s u r g e o n s .



N o n - m e t r o p o l i t a n  p h y s i c i a n s  s e a  f e w e r  p a t i e n t s  o n  a v e r a g e  t h a n  d o  

p h y s i c i a n s  i n  m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a s .  P h y s i c i a n s  w h o  o f f e r  a g r e a t e r  n u m b e r  o f  

i n f e r t i l i t y  t e s t s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  t a n d  t o  s e r v e  m o re  i n f e r t i l i t y  p a t i e n t s  t h a n  

d o  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  a  m o r e  l i m i t e d  t r e a t m e n t  p r a c t i c e  ( n o t  s h o w n ) .

3 .  R e f e r r a l  P o l i c i e s .

G iv e n  t h a t  m o s t  p h y s i c i a n s  w h o  p r o v i d e  i n f e r t i l i t y  c a r e  p e r f o r m  o n l y  t h e  

m o r e  p r e l i m i n a r y  t e s t s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s ,  a c c e s s  t o  m o re  s p e c i a l i z e d  c a r e  d e p e n d s  

i n  p a r t  u p o n  t h e  r e f e r r a l s  p h y s i c i a n s  m a k e .  M o s t  p h y s i c i a n s  w h o  p r o v i d e  

i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  w i l l  r e f e r  p a t i e n t s  e l s e w h e r e  w h e n  n e c e s s a r y ,  u s u a l l y  t o  

a n o t h e r  p h y s i c i a n .  O n ly  t h r e e  p e r c e n t  s a y  t h e y  d o  n o t  r e f e r  f e m a le  p a t i e n t s  

f o r  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s ,  a n d  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  f i v e  p e r c e n t  s a y  t h e y  h a v e  n e v e r  

b e e n  a s k e d  ( s e e  T a b le  P - 4 ) .  M o s t  o f  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  a s k e d  a r e  

u r o l o g i s t s ,  w h o  h a v e  l i t t l e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  f e m a le  p a t i e n t s .  M o s t  p h y s i c i a n s  ( 6 8  

p e r c e n t )  r e f e r  f e m a le  p a t i e n t s  t o  a n o t h e r  p h y s i c i a n ,  w h i l e  s o m e  ( 2 3  p e r c e n t )  

r e f e r  t o  a  h o s p i t a l  o r  i n f e r t i l i t y  c l i n i c  w h ic h  p r e s u m a b ly  p r o v i d e s  

s p e c i a l i z e d  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s .

O b s t e t i c i a n / g y n e c o l o g i s t s  a r e  m o r e  l i k e l y  t h a n  g e n e r a l  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  t o  

r e f e r  f e n a l e  p a t i e n t s  t o  i n f e r t i l i t y  c e n t e r s  o r  c l i n i c s .  S in c e  m a n y  

o b s t e t r i c i a n / g y n e c o l o g i s t s  p r o v i d e  r e l a t i v e l y  c o m p le x  s e r v i c e s  f o r  f e m a l e s ,  

w h e n  r e f e r r a l  i s  n e c e s s a r y  i t  i s  o f t e n  t o  a  f a c i l i t y  w h ic h  s p e c i a l i z e s  i n  

i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s .  O b s t e t r i c i a n / g y n e c o l o g i s t s ,  p h y s i c i a n s  w h o  p r a c t i c e  i n  

t h e  S o u t h ,  a n d  t h o s e  w h o  s e r v e  m o r e  t h a n  1 2  i n f e r t i l i t y  p a t i e n t s  a  y e a r  a r e  

m o r e  l i k e l y  t h a n  o t h e r s  t o  r e f e r  t h e i r  f e m a le  i n f e r t i l i t y  p a t i e n t s  t o  a  c e n t e r  

o r  h o s p i t a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  a n o t h e r  p h y s i c i a n .  F o r t y - t w o  p e r c e n t  o f  u r o l o g i s t s  

w h o  p r o v i d e  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  r e p o r t  t h e y  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  a s k e d  t o  r e f e r  

f e m a le  p a t i e n t s ,  s o  f a r  f e w e r  o f  t h o s e  s p e c i a l i s t s  r e f e r  e l s e w h e r e .



A lm o s t  a l l  p h y s i c i a n s  w h o  p r o v i d e  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  r e f e r  t h e i r  m a le  a s  

w e l l  a s  f e m a le  p a t i e n t s  e l s e w h e r e ,  i f  n e c e s s a r y :  73 p e r c e n t  t o  a  p r i v a t e  

p h y s i c i a n  a n d  21  p e r c e n t  t o  a  c e n t e r  o r  h o s p i t a l  ( s e e  T a b le  P - 5 ) .  T h r e e  

p e r c e n t  d o  n o t  r e f e r  a n d  t h r e e  p e r c e n t  r e p o r t e d  n e v e r  h a v in g  b e e n  a s k e d  t o  d o  

s o .  U r o l o g i s t s  t e n d  t o  r e f e r  t o  s p e c i a l i z e d  c e n t e r s ,  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r  

s p e c i a l t i e s  r e f e r  m a le  p a t i e n t s  t o  o t h e r  p h y s i c i a n s ,  p r e s u m a b ly  o f t e n  

u r o l o g i s t s .  U r o l o g i s t s ,  n o n m e t r o p o l i t a n - a r e a  p h y s i c i a n s  a n d  t h o s e  w h o  s e r v e  

m o r e  t h a n  1 2  i n f e r t i l i t y  p a t i e n t s  a n n u a l l y  a r e  m o re  l i k e l y  t h a n  o t h e r s  t o  

r e f e r  p a t i e n t s  t o  a  c e n t e r  o r  h o s p i t a l ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  a n o t h e r  p h y s i c i a n .  

S i x t e e n  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  u r o l o g i s t s  d o  n o t  r e f e r  m a le  i n f e r t i l i t y  p a t i e n t s  

e l s e w h e r e ,  w h ic h  m a y  r e f l e c t  e i t h e r  t h e  r a n g e  o f  s e r v i c e s  t h e y  p r o v i d e  o r  t h e  

r e q u e s t s  t h e y  h a v e  r e c e i v e d .

P h y s i c i a n s  m ay  n o t  a lw a y s  h a v e  t h e  o p t i o n  o f  r e f e r r i n g  t h e i r  i n f e r t i l i t y  

p a t i e n t s  e l s e w h e r e .  M in e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p h y s i c i a n s  w h o  t r e a t  i n f e r t i l i t y  

p r o b le m s  e x p la i n e d  t h a t  t h e y  s o m e t im e s  d o  n o t  r e f e r  b e c a u s e  t h e  c o s t  o f  

f u r t h e r  t r e a t m e n t  i s  p r o h i b i t i v e  t o  t h e i r  p a t i e n t s ,  t h a t  l a b o r a t o r y  f a c i l i t i e s  

a r e  i n a d e q u a t e  o r  t h a t  n e e d e d  t r e a t m e n t  i s  u n a v a i l a b l a .  N o n m e t r o p o l i t a n - a r e a  

p h y s i c i a n s ,  g e n e r a l / f a m i l y  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  a n d  g e n e r a l  s u r g e o n s  a n d  t h o s e  w ho  

p r a c t i c e  i n  t h e  W e s t  a r e  m o r e  l i k e l y  t h a n  o t h e r s  t o  c i t e  t h e s e  r e f e r r a l  

p r o b le m s  ( d a t a  n o t  s h o w n ) .

4. Financial Access.

D u e  t o  t h e  p o t e n t i a l l y  h i g h  c o s t  o f  i n f e r t i l i t y  c a r e ,  m o s t  lo w - in c o m e  

p a t i e n t s  c i n  g a i n  a c c e s s  t o  s e r v i c e s  o n l y  i n  f a c i l i t i e s  w h ic h  u s e  a  s l i d i n g  

f e e  s c h e d u le  o r ,  i f  t h e y  a r e  M e d i c a i d - e l i g i b l e ,  w h ic h  a c c e p t  M e d i c a i d .  

O t h e r w i s e ,  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  b e  a b le  t o  o b t a i n  a n y  

i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  b e y o n d  a  p r a l i m i n a r y  e v a l u a t i o n .



T h e  s u r v e y  r e s u l t s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  f e w  w o m en  a r e  a b le  t o  o b t a i n  s e r v i c e s  f r o m  

p r i v a t e  d o c t o r s  a t  r e d u c e d  f e e s  ( s e e  T a b le  P - 6 ) .  O n ly  n i n e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  

o b s t e t r i c i a n / g y n e c o l o g i s t s  a n d  1 1  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  u r o l o g i s t s  p r o v i d e  

i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  a n d  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  r e d u c e  t h e i r  f e e s ,  a n d  e v e n  f e w e r  i n  

t h e  o t h e r  s p e c i a l t i e s  s u r v e y e d  d o  s o .  S l i g h t l y  m o re  o f  t h e  n o n m e t r o p o l i t a n  

p h y s i c i a n s  p r o v i d e  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  a t  a  r e d u c e d  f e e ,  b u t  e v e n  i n  t h i s  

g r o u p  f e w e r  t h a n  o n e  i n  t e n  d o  s o .  H o s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  b y  r e g i o n  w e r e  

e v i d e n t .

A c c e s s  i s  s o m e w h a t g r e a t e r  f o r  M e d i c a i d - e l i g i b l e  c o u p le s .  O v e r a l l ,  2 1  

p e r c e n t  o f  p h y s i c i a n s  p r o v i d e  i n f e r t i l i t y  c a r e  f o r  w h ic h  t h e y  a c c e p t  M e d ic a id  

r e im b u r s e m e n t ;  3 2  p e r c e n t  o f  o b s t e t r i c i a n / g y n e c o l o g i s t s  a n d  44  p e r c e n t  o f  

u r o l o g i s t s  d o  s o  ( s e e  T a b le  P - 7 ) .  A g a in ,  n o n m e t r o p o l i t a n  p h y s i c i a n s  a r a  m o re  

l i k e l y  t o  t r e a t  i n f e r t i l i t y  p r o b le m s  a n d  a c c e p t  M e d i c a i d .  G e n e r a l l y ,  

p h y s i c i a n s  w h o  p r a c t i c e  i n  t h e  H o r t h c e n t r a l  r e g i o n  a r e  m o re  l i k e l y  t h a n  e t h e r  

p h y s i c i a n s  t o  p r o v i d e  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  u n d e r  M e d ic a id .



Table P-l: Muaber an4 Percentage of Ptiyalclana Who Provide Infartility Sarvicaa, According to Thair Specialty and Practlca Location

M u a b e r  Who P r o v i d e  I n f e r t i l i t y  S a r v i c a a P e r c e n t a g e  Who ProwI d a  I n U r L l l l u  t . r u l

L o c a t i o n T o t a l
C e n e r a l / P a a l l y  O b a t e t r l c l a n /  
P r a c t i t i o n e r s  G m e c o l e i l e t e

G e n e r a l
S u r a a o n a U r o l o s l s t s

C e n e r a l / P a a l l y  O b a t e t r l c l a n /  
j Q t a l  P r a c t l t l o n e r a  C m * c a l o , l < u

C e n e r a l

U n w e i g h t e d  1 1 , 5 0 0 3 3 0 3 7 3 201 4 3 4 1 . 5 0 0  2 2 0 5 7 3 201

V I  Y lV J L ?  f  1  ■ 

4 3 4

T o t a l 4 5 , 5 0 ® 1 1 , 5 0 0 2 0 , 4 0 0 1 . 4 0 0 4 , 1 0 0 4 5 1 *  3 5 1 9 4 % 4 % 9 2 %

M e t r o p o l i t a n  o t g t u o

M e t r o p o l i t a n 3 3 , 4 0 0 10 , 1C O 1 7 , 4 0 0 4 0 0 5 , 2 0 0 4 4  3 0 * * 9 4 5 9 2
M o a a e t r o p o 1 1 t a n 11,000 7,400 2 , 7 0 0 5 0 0 1,000 4 7  4 7 9 7 10 9 4

■ o r t h a a a t 0 . 4 0 0 - 4 , 0 0 0 - 1 , 4 0 0 41 94 9 3
M o r t h e a n t r a l 12 , M 0 - 4 , 4 0 0 - 1 , 4 0 0 5 2 90 _ 9 4
S o u t h 1 3 , 2 0 0 - 4 , 4 0 0 - 2,100 4 0 45 00
M o o t 11,000

• a  u l

4 , 3 0 0 1 , 3 0 0 3 0 M 9 4

-  T o o  ( w  t o  e a t l a e t a ;  t a a p l *  w a a  n o t  a e l e c t o d  f o r  r « ( l o M l  e a t L a a t e a  b y  t h l a  a p e c l e l t y .  
* D i f f e r e n c e *  b a t ».*»»» t y a c l i l t l M  a r e  a t a t l a t l c a l l y  a l g a l f l e a n t  ( p .  < . 0 5 ) .
• *  D l f f a r a n c a  b e t w e e n  a e t r e p o 1 1 t e a  a t a t w a  g r o u p s  l a  a t a t l a t l c a l l y  a l g n l f l e a n t  ( p .  < . 0 5 ) .



Table P-2: Percentage of All Physician* That Provide Various Infertility Taata and Procedures, Grouped According to Lavala, by
Specialty and legion

S p e c i a l  l i s t  I o n

S a r v i c a a  b y  L a v a l

Unweighted I

P e r c e n t a g e  a k o  p r o v i d e  a t  l e a s t  
s e e  s e r v i c e

Hr«l I
e  I s c l u d e e :

-  b e  s a l  b o d y  t e s p e r a t u r *  I n s t r u c t  i o n
-  I n f e c t i o n  I n v e s t i g a t i o n

o  P e r c e n t a g e  w h o  p r o v i d e  a t  
i e s s t  a n a  L e v e l  1  p r o c e d u r e

o  P e r c e n t a g e  w h o  p r o v i d e  a l l  
L e v e l  I  p r o c e d u r e s

L e v e l  I I

r  i n c l u d e s :

IMd

l i t

U
M

3 7

2 1

a r s l /  O b s t e t r i c i a n /  
f a n l i f  T r e e -  G y n e c o l o -  G a n ' l
t i t  l o n e  r«--------------g i l l --------------------------S u r t e o n a  V r o l o a l a t s

2 2 0

3 3 % *

3 2 *
2 3 *

3 2 *

2 2*

5 7 3

• A t

a*
S3

«5

02

2 0 1

At

4 3 4

• 2t

U

g t t l g f l
b o r t h -  g o r t h -  

- M l l  c a w t r a l  g c u t b  W a a l

3 3 0  3 5 5

4 1 %  5 2 %

13
20

2A

44
3 5

3 2  44

3 5

5 0 A  3 1 1

4 0 %  5 0 %

3 1  3«
2 7  3 1

3 3  4 0

2 5  3 0

t t e t r o p o l i l a  
 S t a t u s

loss

3 5
2«

3 5

20

4 2 0

4 4 %  4 7 %

4 1
3 1

4 2

3 0

-  0uoen a n a ly s i s
-  P e a t c o l t e l  t e a t

e  P e r c e n t a g e  w h o  p r o v i d e  a t  l e a s t  
a n a  L a v a l  I I  p r o c e d u r e

e  P e r c e n t a g a  w h o  p r o v i d e  e l l  
L e v e l  I I  p r o c e d u r e s

37
2 3

4 2

20

3 2 *
1 2 *

3 3 *

1 1 *

7 1
07

•2

4 5

0 3

03

3 2
2 5

30

1 7

4 5
27

4 0

2 3

3 1
22

44
2 7

3 1  44

1 4  2 5

34
24

4 1

2 0

4 1
22

4 4

IS



0
Table t -2 (CcVt.)

________________________ t v a c U U n t l o n _____________________________________
C a b r a l /  O b a k a t r l c l a a /   l a i t w _________________________  h i n ^ U t . n
P a a i l p  f r a c -  C p a a c o l a -  C a n ' l  Ssrkh- B o r t h -   a t a t u e

? T v lta f  by -------------------------- _-----V»t«t-------- t U t fftfri-------l i l l _ ------------f t fH g lig - -¥ ro ln l l l t_______ port caekral tooth Uaet Batco Bonnat.o

a  I n c l u d a a

•  S p a m  a a t l b o d p  t a o f c  
-  C l a n l p h a a a  ( a s d l c a l

12 7 * 3 ) 1 2« 12 1 4 10 1 3 1 4 0 7

d r u g  t f c a r a p p )  
-  C a n a d a t r a p I a

2 7 1 4 * *1 1 S A 2 4 3 4 2 4 2 4 2 7 2 4

( b a m a a a  k r a a t n a a t ) 12 4 * 4 4 2 ■ A 11 12 1 3 11 1 3 0
-  M y a l e r e c a l p l a g o g r c n 2 4 g o • 4 3 B A 22 2 4 22 2 4 2 3 20
-  L a p c r a a c o p y 1« 2 * a s 2 B A 2 3 1 7 20 10 22 12
-  I  a n a g r a p b y i d 7* 44 2 B A 20 1 7 1 4 20 20 12
-  P a n a l a  a l c r o s u r g e r p
-  M a l a  t u b a l  r a c a n a k r w c k l v a

7 ♦* 3 3 1 B A a 4 a 0 0 4

s u r g a r p  
-  A r t i f i c i a l  l n a a n l n a t l o n .

s 1 1 4 2 4 « S 3 4 3 1

b p  A o n o r 1 2 * 3 4 0 4 a 4 a 11 00 6

P a r c a a k a g a  w h o  p r o v i d e
a k  l e a a k  a n a  L a v a l  1 1 1  p r a c s d u r e M 21 * « 5 5 41 3 3 3 0 3 4 3 0 3 7 34

P a r c a n k a g a  w h o  p r o v i d e  a l l  L e v a !
T h r e e  p r e c e d u r e e » 4 1 0 0 0 ♦ 0 1 1 0

t e l a :  T h a  t h r e e  l a v a l a  w e e d  t a  g r o u p  p r o c e d u r e #  a r a  b a a e d  a n  t h a  T l t l a  1  c a t i g a r l i a t l M  a (  y r o c a i u r M  f o r  f a n l l p  p l a n n i n g  a g a n c l a a .

U  ■ B a t  a a k a 4  a f  t h l a  e p e e l a l t p .  

t  L a a a  k h a n  a n a  p a r e a n t .
1  S t a t l a t l c a l l p  a l g a l f l c a n t  d l f f a r a n c a  h a t a a a n  e p a c l a l t l a e  ( p  < . 01 )
* *  a t a t l a t l c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  l l l f a r a n c a  b e t w e e n  r a g l a a a  ( p  < . N )
1  S t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  l U r . i a c *  b a t a a a n  a a k r a  a k a k u a a a  ( p  c . 0 5 )



T a b le  P - 3 :  P e r c e n t a g e  D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  P h y s i c i a n s  W ho P r o v i d e  I n f e r t i l i t y  

S e r v i c e *  b y  t h e  H u m b e r  o f  I n f e r t i l i t y  P a t i e n t *  T h e y  R e p o r te d  

S e r v i n g  A n n u a l l y ,  a n d  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  T h e i r  A n n u a l  I n f e r t i l i t y  
P a t i e n t  C a s e lo a d ,  b y  S p e c i a l t y

I n f e r t i l i t y
P a t i e n t * T o t a l

G e n e r a l / F a m i l y  

P r a c t i t i o n e r s  & 
C e n e r a l  S u r g e o n s

O b s t e t r i c i a n /
G y n e c o lo g i s t s U r o l o g i s t s

U n w e ig h te d  V 9 8 9 9 2 5 2 0 3 7 7

o  H u m b e r  S e r v e d  i n  1 9 8 2  

-  F e w e r  t h a n  13  5 0 1 84% 26% 26%
-  1 3  t o  24 13 6 1 9 1 8
-  2 5  t o  4 8 1 7 8 2 4 22
-  4 9  t o  72 1 0 0 1 7 14
-  73  t o  96 2 0 3 3
-  K o r a  t h a n  96 n 1 1 1 17

-  T o t a l 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0

o  R a n g e  o f  p a t i e n t s
s e r v e d 1 - 1 2 0 0 1 - 1 0 0 1 - 9 6 0 1 - 1 2 0 0

o  A v e r a g e  n u m b e r
s e r v e d 3 4 9 5 0 56

o M e d ia n  s e r v e d 1 2 5 2 5 25

P e r c e n t a g e  w ho  

s e r v e d  m o re  t h a n  
1 2  p a t i e n t s

-  O f  p r o v i d e r s 50% 1 6 74 74

-  O f  a l l  p h y s i c i a n s 2 3 6 71 6 8

P r o j e c t e d  n a t i o n a l
t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  

p a t i e n t s  s e r v e d 1 , 5 5 0 , 0 0 0 1 7 0 , 0 0 0 1 , 0 3 0 , 0 0 0 3 4 0 , 0 0 0



T a b le  P - 4 :  P e r c e n t a g e  o f  P h y s i c i a n s  W ho P r o v i d e  I n f e r t i l i t y  S e r v i c e s :  W h e re  T h e y

R e f e r  F e m a le  I n f e r t i l i t y  P a t i e n t s ,  b y  T h e i r  S p e c i a l t y ,  P r a c t i c a  
L o c a t i o n ,  a n d  H u m b e r o f  P a t i e n t s  S e r v e d

P h y s i c i a n
C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s

A n o t h e r
P h y s i c i a n

U n w e ig h t e d  V 

T o t a l

5 9 8

6 8 %

C e n t e r /
H o s p i t a l

2 8 0

23%

H a v e r  B e e n  
A s k e d ________

1 4 8

5%

Do H o t  
R e f e r

4 3

3%

S p e c i a l t y *

O b s t e t r i c i a n / g y n e c o l o g i s t s  56
G e n e r a l / f a m i l y  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  8 7

a n d  g e n e r a l  s u r g e o n s  
U r o l o g i s t s  4 5

36
14

1 2

1
0

4 2

6
0

M e t r o p o l i t a n  s t a t u s

M e t r o p o l i t a n

H o n m e t r o p o l i t a n
6 6
74

24
2 2

6
3

4

1

R e g io n

H o r t h e a s t

H o r t h c e n t r a l

S o u t h

W e s t

7 0

7 2  
6 0

73

2 1
23
2 9

2 0

6
4

6
5

4

2
5 
2

H u m b e r  o f  I n f e r t i l i t y  
P a t i e n t s  S e r v e d  A n n u a l l y

M o r e  t h a n  1 2  
L e s s  t h a n  1 3

6 1
76

2 8
1 9

7

4

*  S t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  ( p  < . 0 5 ) .



T a b le  P - 5 :  P h y s i c i a n *  W ho P r o v i d e  I n f e r t i l i t y  S e r v i c e * :  W h e re  T h e y  R e f e r  K a le  

I n f e r t i l i t y  P a t i e n t * ,  b y  S p e c i a l t y ,  P r a c t i c a  L o c a t i o n ,  a n d  W um be r 

o f  P a t i e n t *  S e r v e d

P h y s i c i a n
C h a r a c t e r i s t i c *

A n o t h e r

P h y s i c i a n
C e n t e r /
H o s p i t a l

H e v e r  B e e n  
A a P e d

Do H o t  
R e f e r

U n w e ig h te d  M 6 * 6 3 1 9 4 1 8 0

T o t a l 7 3 1 2 1 1 3% 3 1

S p e c i a l t y *

O b s t e t r i c i a n / g y n e c o l o g i s t s 77 1 9 1 3
G e n e r a l / f a a i l y  p r a c t i t i o n e r s

a n d  g e n e r a l  s u r g e o n s 8 0 16 5 0
U r o l o g i s t s 3 8 4 0 6 16

M e t r o p o l i t a n  s t a t u s *

M e t r o p o l i t a n 7 A 1 9 3 4
Wonave t  r o p o  1 i  t a n 70 2 4 4 2

R e g io n

W o r t h c a s t 77 13 7 4
H o r t h e e n t r a l 74 2 1 3 3
S o u t h 6 8 27 2 4
W e s t 76 1 9 3 2

W u n b e r  o f  I n f e r t i l i t y  
P a t i e n t s  S e r v e d  A n n u a l l y *

M o r e  t h a n  1 2 7 1 2 3 1 5
L e s s  t h a n  1 3 75 1 9 5 1

*  S t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  ( p  < . 0 5 ) .



Tab le  P - 6 :  Of A l l  P h y s i c i a n s ,  P e rcen tage  Who P rov id e  I n f e r t i l i t y  S e rv i c e s  on a Reduced
Fee B a a l s  f o r  Low-income P a t i e n t s ,  by S p e c i a l t y  and P r a c t i c e  L o c a t i o n

P e r c e n t a n e  o f  A l l  P h y s i c i a n a

L o c a t i o n T o t a l

G e n e r a l / F a m i l y  

P r a c t i t i o n e r s  & O b s t e t r i c i a n /  
G e n e r a l  S u r g e o n s  G y n e c o l o g i s t s U r o l o g i s t s

U n w e ig h t e d  M 

T o t a l

1 4 7 6

6 1 *

4 9 4

5 1

5 5 8

9 1

4 2 4

1 1 1

M e t r o p o l i t a n  s t a t u s

M e t r o p o l i t a n  

M oruee t  r  o p  o  1 i  t a n
5
9

3 * *

B
9

1 0
1 1
15

B e n  i o n

N o r t h e a s t
M o r t h c e n t r a l
S o u t h
M a s t

5
6  
4 
8

9
9

1 0
9

16
1 1
1 1

9

-  T o o  f e w  t o  e s t i m a t e ;  s a m p le  w a s  n o t  s e l e c t e d  f o r  r e g i o n a l  e s t im a t e s  b y  t h i s  s p e c i a l t y .
*  S t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  s p e c i a l t i e s  ( p  < . 0 5 )
* *  S t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  s w t t r o p o l i t a n  s t a t u s  g r o u p s  ( p  < .  0 5 )



Tab la  P - 7 :  Of A l l  P hy s i c i a n * ,  Pa rcan taga  Who P rov ida  I n f e r t i l i t y  S e rv i c e s  and Accept
Med ica id  ^ im bu r s em an t , by S p e c i a l t y  and P r a c t i c a  Lo c a t i o n

P a.- c a n t a a a  o f  A l l  P h y s i c i a n s

L o c a t i o n

G c n e r a i / P a a i l y  

P r a c t l t l o n a r s  & 
G e n e r a l  S u r t a o n s

O b s t e t r i c i a n /
G y n e c o lo g i s t s U r o l o g i s t *

U n w e ig h te d  V  1 4 9 0

T o t a l  2 1 1 *

M e t r o p o l i t a n  « t a t u «

M e t r o p o l i t a n  1 7 * *
B o r u o e t r o p o l i t a n  3 2

4 9 6

1 6 1

1 2 **
27

5 6 7

32%

2 7 * *
6 0

4 2 7

4 4%

40**
71

H o r t h a a s t
H o r t h c e n t r a l

S o u t h

W a i t

1 9 * *
2 9
16

2 2

3 3 * *
4 4

26
27

4 9 * *
5 4
34

4 5

-  T o o  f a w  t o  e s t i m a t e ;  s a m p le  w a s  n o t  s a l a c t a d  f o r  r a g i o n a l  a a t im a t a s  b y  t h i s  s p e c i a l t y .

*  S t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d l f f a r a n c a  b a t w a a n  s p a c i a l t i a s  ( p  < . 0 5 ) .

* *  S t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d l f f a r a n c a  b a t w a a n  d e m o g r a p h ic  g r o u p s  w i t h i n  
s p a c i a l t y  ( p  < . 0 S ) .



C . F a m i l y  P la n n in g  A g e n c ie s

W h i l e  t h a  p r i m a r y  p u r p o s e  o f  o r g a n iz e d  f a m i l y  p l a n n i n g  a g e n c ie s  i s  t o  

p r o v i d e  m e d ic a l  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  m e th o d s  t o  a l l  w om en a t  r i s k  o f  u n in t e n d e d  

p r e g n a n c y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  lo w - in c o m e  w o m e n , f a m i l y  p l a n n i n g  s e r v i c e s  i n c l u d e  

o t h e r  m e d ic a l  p r o d e c u r a s  a s  w e l l .  I n  1 5 8 0 ,  n i n e  p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  f a m i l y  

p l a n n i n g  p a t i e n t s  r e c e i v e d  n o  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  m e th o d  a t  t h e i r  l a s t  v i s i t  b e c a u s e  

t h e y  w e r e  p r e g n a n t  o r  c a m e  f o r  o t h e r  k i n d s  o f  c a r e .  T e n  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e s e  

p a t i e n t s  cam e f o r  s p e c i f i c  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  ( t w o  p e r c e n t )  o r  w e r e  s e e k in g  

t o  b e  p r e g n a n t  ( e i g h t  p e r c e n t ) .  A t  l e a s t  9 , 0 0 0  p a t i e n t s  r e c e i v e d  i n f e r t i l i t y  

s e r v i c e s .  T i t l e  Z  i s  a  m a j o r  s o u r c e  o f  f u n d in g  f o r  m o s t  f a m i l y  p l a n n i n g  

a g e n c ie s  ( 7 6  p e r c e n t  o f  f a m i l y  p l a n n i n g  c l i n i c  s i t e s  r e c e i v e d  T i t l e  Z  f u n d s  i n  

1 9 8 3 ) .  1 2 /  I t s  g u i d e l i n e s  r e q u i r e  a g e n c ie s  t a  p r o v i d e  i n i t i a l  i n f e r t i l i t y  

s c r e e n i n g  s e r v i c e s  a n d  p e r m i t  t h e *  t o  u s e  T i t l e  X f u n d s ,  w i t h i n  r e a s o n ,  f o r  

m o r e  e x t e n s i v e  i n f e r t i l i t y  c a r e .  U p u n t i l  n o w ,  l i t t l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  h a s  e x i s t e d  

a b o u t  t h e  s c o p e  o f  i n f a r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  T i t l e  Z  f u n d s  a r e  u s e d  f o r  o r  

t h a t  a r e  p r o v i d e d  b y  o t h e r  o r g a n iz e d  f a m i l y  p l a n n i n g  a g e n c ie s .

T h e  s u r v e y  c o n d u c t e d  f o r  t h i s  p r o j e c t  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a s  o f  1 9 8 4 ,  7 0  

p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  f a m i l y  p l a n n i n g  a g e n c ie s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  1 , 7 0 0  a g e n c ie s ,  p r o v id e d  

i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s ,  r a n g i n g  f r o *  o n l y  p r e l i m i n a r y  s c r e e n i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  t o  

c o m p r e h e n s iv e  d i a g n o s i s  a n d  t r e a t m e n t  s e r v i c e s  ( s e e  T a b le  A - l ) .  A n  a d d i t i o n a l  

s e v e n  p e r c e n t  p r o v i d e d  c o u n s e l i n g  s e r v i c e s  o n l y  a n d  a r e  n o t  c o n s id e r e d  h e r e  t o  

b e  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e r s .  I n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  o t h e r  t h a n  c o u n s e l i n g  

a r e  p r o v i d e d  b y  7 8  p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  h o s p i t a l  a g e n c ie s ,  76 p e r c e n t  o f  ' o t h e r *  

a g e n c ie s ,  72  p e r c e n t  o f  P la n n e d  P a r e n t h o o d  a f f i l i a t e s ,  a n d  6 6  p e r c e n t  o f  

h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t  a g e n c i e s .  M e t r o p o l i t a n - a r e a  a g e n c ie s  a p p e a r  t o  b e  m o re



L i k e l y  t h a n  n o n m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a  a g e n c ie s  t o  p r o v i d e  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  ( 7 a 

a n d  66  p e r c e n t ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ) ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  n o t  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  

s i g n i f i c a n t .  A g e n c ie s  p r o v i d i n g  f a m i l y  p l a n n i n g  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  N o r t h e a s t  a n d  

W e s t  a r e  m o re  l i k e l y  t h a n  o t h e r s  t o  i n c l u d e  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s .

1 .  Procedures a n d  T a a t a .  T a b le  A - 2  L i s t s  a  r a n g a  o f  i n f e r t i l i t y  t e s t s  a n d  

p r o c e d u r e s ,  g r o u p e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  T i t l e  Z  L e v e l s  ( I ,  I I ,  I I I ) .  A g e n c ie s  

a r e  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  p r o v i d e r s  o f  e a c h  s e r v i c e  i f  t h e y  o f f e r  i t  o n - s i t e  a t  o n e  o f  

t h e i r  c l i n i c s  o r  o f f - s i t e  b u t  f u n d e d  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  a g e n c y .  H o s p i t a l  a g e n c ie s  

a r e  m o re  l i k e l y  t h a n  o t h e r  f a m i l y  p l a n n i n g  a g e n c ie s  t o  o f f e r  e a c h  p r o c e d u r e ,  

b u t  o f t e n  t h e s e  s e r v i c e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t h r o u g h  h o s p i t a l  c l i n i c s  o t h e r  t h a n  

f a m i l y  p l a n n i n g .

M o s t  a g e n c ie s  p r o v i d e  a t  l e a s t  o n e  o f  t h a  f i v e  L e v e l - 1  p r o c e d u r e s ,  b u t  

o n l y  1 9  p e r c e n t  p r o v i d e  a l l  f i v e  ( s e c  T a b le  A - 2  f o r  p r o c e d u r e s  g r o u p e d  u n d e r  

L e v e l  I ) .  O v e r  h a l f  o f  a l l  a g e n c ie s  p r o v i d e  c o u n s e l i n g  a n d  e d u c a t i o n ,  i n i t i a l  

p h y s i c a l  e x a m in a t i o n  f o r  w o m e n , b a s a l  b o d y  t e m p e r a t u r e  i n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  

i n f e c t i o n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  O n ly  26  p e r c e n t  p r o v i d e  i n i t i a l  e x a m s  f o r  m a le  

p a t i e n t s .  H e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t s  a r e  l e a s t  l i k e l y  o f  t h e  f o u r  a g e n c ie s  t o  p r o v i d e  

a t  l e a s t  o n e  L e v e l  I  p r o c e d u r e  ( 7 4  p e r c e n t  v s .  7 8  t o  8 1  p e r c e n t ) .  A g e n c ie s  i n  

t h e  S o u t h ,  w h e r e  h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t  a g e n c ie s  a r e  m o s t  c o m m o n , a r e  l e s s  l i k e l y  

t h a n  t h o s e  i n  o t h e r  r e g i o n s  t o  p r o v i d e  a t  l e a s t  o n e  L e v e l  I  p r o c e d u r e  ( 7 1  

p e r c e n t  v s .  8 3  t o  8 7  p e r c e n t ) .

L e v e l  I I  i n c l u d e s  t h r e e  t e s t s :  s e m e n  a n a l y s i s ,  p o a t - c o i t & l  t e s t  a n d  

e n d o m e t i a l  b i o p s y .  O n ly  2 4  p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  a g e n c ie s  p e r f o r m  a t  l e a s t  one- o f  

t h e s e  t e s t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  6 0  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a g e n c ie s  a n d  1 5  t o  3 2  

p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  o t h e r  t h r e e  t y p e s  o f  a g e n c ie s  ( a s  T a b le  A - 2  i l l u s t r a t e s ) .  J u s t



n i n e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  a g e n c ie s  p e r f o r m  a l l  t h r e e  t e s t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  < 4  p e r c e n t  o f  

t h e  h o s p i t a l  a g e n c ie s .  A g e n c ie s  i n  t h e  N o r t h e a s t  a n d ,  l e s s  s o ,  i n  t h e  W e r t  

a r o  m o re  l i k e l y  t o  o f f e r  s u c h  t e s t s ,  p r i m a r i l y  b e c a u s e  h o s p i t a l  a g e n c ie s  a r e  

m o r e  com m on i n  t h e s e  r e g i o n s .

E le v e n  L e v e l - I l l  i n f e r t i l i t y  p r o c e d u r e s  a n d  t r e a t m e n t s  w e r e  a s k e d  a b o u t  i n  

t h e  a g e n c y  s u r v e y  ( s e a  T a b le  A - 2 ) .  T h i r t y - s e v e n  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  a g e n c ie s  

p r o v i d e  a t  l e a s t  o n e  o f  t h e s e  p r o c e d u r e s ,  m o s t  c o m m o n ly  g e n e t i c  c o u n s e l i n g  a n d  

s c r e e n i n g  ( 3 1  p e r c e n t ) ,  c lo m ip h e n e  d r u g  t h e r a p y  a n d  s o n o g r a p h y  ( 1 5  p e r c e n t ) .  

F e w  h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t s  a n d  P la n n e d  P a r e n t h o o d  a f f i l i a t e s  p r o v i d e  a n y  o f  t h e s e  

s e r v i c e s ,  e x c e p t  g e n e t i c  c o u n s e l i n g  a n d  s c r e e n i n g .  J u s t  t h r e e  p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  

a g e n c ie s ,  i n c l u d i n g  1 5  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a g e n c ie s ,  p r o v i d e  a l l  1 1  o f  

t h e s e  s e r v i c e s .  N o r t h e a s t e r n  a g e n c ie s  a r e  f a r  m o re  l i k e l y  t h a n  o t h e r  a g e n c ie s  

t o  p r o v i d e  e a c h  p r o c e d u r e  ( e x c e p t  g e n e t i c  c o u n s e l i n g ,  s c r e e n i n g ) ;  1 0  p e r c e n t  

o f  t h e  N o r t h e a s t e r n  a g e n c ie s  p r o v i d e  a l l  1 1  p r o c e d u r e s ,  w h i l e  l e s s  t h a n  f i v e  

p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  o t h e r s  p r o v i d e  a s  m a n y .

2 .  B e e s o n s  M o r e  S e r v i c e s  A r e  N o t  P r o v i d e d  a n d  B s f e r r a l  P o l i c i e s . A l l  

a g e n c ie s  w e r e  a s k e d  w h y  t h e y  d i d  n o t  p r o v i d e  s o m e  o r  a l l  i n f e r t i l i t y  

s e r v i c e s .  A s  n a y  b e  s e e n  i n  T a b l e  A - 3 ,  t h e  m o s t  com m on r e a s o n s  g i v e n  w e r e  

t h a t  t h a  a g e n c ie s  l a c k  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  t r a i n e d  s t a f f  ( 7 7  p e r c e n t ) ,  t h e s e  

s e r v i c e s  a r a  t o o  c o s t l y  t o  p r o v i d e  ( 6 7  p e r c e n t ) ,  a n d  t h e y  l a c k  l a b  f a c i l i t i e s  

( 6 4  p e r c e n t ) .  O v e r  h a l f  t h e  a g e n c ie s  a l s o  c i t e d  t o o  l i t t l e  d e m a n d  f o r  t h e s e  

s e r v i c e s  a m o n g  t h e i r  p a t i e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  t h a  p r e s e n c e  o f  o t h e r  m e d ic a l  

p r o v i d e r s  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f f e r i n g  t h e s e  s e r v i c e s .



A g e n c ie s  t h a t  p r o v i d e  so m e  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  w e re  a s  L i k e l y  a s  t h o s e  

t h a t  d o  n o t  t o  c i t e  t h e s e  r e a s o n s  f o r  n o t  p r o v i d i n g  m o re  s e r v i c e s  ( s e e  T a b le  

A - 3 > .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  a g e n c ie s  d i f f e r  b y  t y p e  a n d  b y  r e g io n  i n  t h e  r e a s o n s  g i v e n  

f o r  n o t  p r o v i d i n g  som e o r  a l l  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s .  H o s p i t a l  a g e n c ie s  m o s t  

c o m m o n ly  c i t e d  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r  r o e d ic A l  p r o v i d e r s  i n  t h e  a r e a  a s  t h a  

r e a s o n  f o r  n o t  p r o v i d i n g  m o re  i n f e r t i l i t y  c a r e  ( 5 5  p e r c e n t ) ;  n o n e  o f  t h e  o t h e r  

r e a s o n s  w e r e  c i t e d  b y  m o re  t h a n  4 6  p e r c e n t  o f  t h a  h o s p i t a l  a g e n c ie s .  O v e r  80 

p e r c o n t  o f  t h e  h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t  a g e n c ie s  c i t e d  t h e  l a c k  o f  t r a i n e d  s t a f f  a n d  

t h e  l a c k  o f  l a b  f a c i l i t i e s  a s  t h e i r  d e t e r r e n t  t o  p r o v i d i n g  m o re  i n f e r t i l i t y  

c a r e .  M o r e  t h a n  7 0  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  P la n n e d  P a r e n t h o o d  a f f i l i a t e s  c i t e d  t h e  

l a c k  o f  t r a i n e d  s t a f f  a n d  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r  m e d ic a l  p r o v i d e r s  a s  t h e i r  

r e a s o n s .  F i n a l l y  t h e  m o s t  com m o n  r e a s o n  c i t e d  b y  o t h e r  t y ^ e s  o f  a g e n c ie s  w a s  

t h e  l a c k  o f  t r a i n e d  s t a f f  ( 7 4  p e r c e n t ) .

R e a s o n s  d i f f e r  s o m e w h a t b y  r e g i o n .  T o o  l i t t l e  d e m a n d  a n d  c o s t l y / i n c o n ­

v e n i e n t  a r e  t h e  r e a s o n s  m o s t  f r e q u e n t l y  m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  N o r t h c e n t r a l  R e g io n ,  

w h i l e  l a c k  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  —  t r a i n e d  s t a f f  a n d  l a b  —  w e r e  m o s t  c o m m o n ly  

m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  S o u t h .  T h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  o t h e r  m e d i c a l  p r o v i d e r s  a n d  l a c k  o f  

s t a f f  w e r e  t h e  m a in  r e a s o n s  i n  t h e  V o r t h e a s t ,  a n d  l a c k  o f  s t a f f  a n d  

c o s t l y / i n c o n v e n i e n t  w e r e  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  r e a s o n s  i n  t h e  V e s t .  T h e s e  r e a s o n s  

l a r g e l y  r e f l e c t  t h e  t y p e s  o f  f a m i l y  p l a n n i n g  a g e n c ie s  i n  e a c h  r e g i o n .

A g e n c ie i t  i n  n o n a e t r o p n l i t a n  a r e a s  w e r e  m o r e  l i k e l y  t h a n  t h o s e  i n  

m e t r o p o l i t a n ,  a r e a s  t o  m e n t i o n  a l l  t h e  r e a s o n s  e x c e p t  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  o t h e r  

m e d i c a l  p r o v i d e r s  o f f e r i n g  t h e  s e r v i c e s .  L a c k  o f  t r a i n e d  s t a f f  a n d  l a c k  o f  

l a b  f a c i l i t i e s  w e r e  t h e  r e a s o n s  c i t e d  m o o t  f r e q u e n t l y  b y  n o n m e t r o p o l i t a n  

a g e n c io s .



N i n e t y - t w o  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  a g e n c ie s  w i l l  r e f e r  p a t i e n t s  e ls e w h e r e  f o r  

i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  t h e y  d o  n o t  p r o v i d e .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  n o r . p r o v i d e r s  a r a  

L e s s  L i k e l y  t o  r e f e r  t h e s e  p a t i e n t s  e l s e w h e r e  t h a n  a r e  p r o v i d e r s .  H o s p i t a l s  

a n d  h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t s  a r e  l a s s  L i k e l y  t o  r e f e r  t h a n  a r e  P la n n e d  P a r e n t h o o d  

a n d  o t h e r  a g e n c y  t y p e s .

3 .  R e f e r r a l s . T a b le s  A - 4  a n d  A - 5  s h o w  w h e r e  a g e n c ie s  r e f e r  f e m a le  a n d  m a le  

p a t i e n t s  f o r  s e r v i c e s  n o t  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  a g e n c y .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  h a l f  t h e  

a g e n c ie s  t h a t  r e f e r  f e m a le  p a t i e n t s  w i l l  s e n d  t h e m  t o  a  s p e c i f i c  p r i v a t e  

p h y s i c i a n ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  t y p e  o f  c a r e  n e e d e d ,  w h e t h e r  s p e c i a l i z e d  t e s t s  o r  

p r e l i m i n a r y  e x a m i n a t i o n  ( s e e  T a b le  A - 4 ) .  A b o u t  2 0  t o  2 4  p e r c e n t  t h a t  r e f e r  

f e m a le  p a t i e n t s  re c o m m e n d  i n f e r t i l i t y  t r e a t m e n t  c e n t e r s  a n d  2 4  t o  3 1  p e r c e n t  

re c o m m e n d  o t h e r  s o u r c e s  o f  c a r e ,  d e p e n d in g  u p o n  t h e  p r o c e d u r e s  n e e d e d .  S i x  t o  

e l e v e n  p e r c e n t  r e f e r  p a t i e n t s  t o  f a c i l i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e i r  a g e n c y  s y s te m .

H o s p i t a l  a g e n c ie s  a r e  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  r e f e r  f e m a le  p a t i e n t s  w i t h i n  t h e  

h o s p i t a l  s y s t e m  ( 1 9  t o  2 7  p e r c e n t )  t h a n  a r e  o t h e r  a g e n c ie s  t o  r e f e r  p a t i e n t s  

t o  s p e c i f i c  c l i n i c s  w i t h i n  t h e i r  a g e n c y  s y s t e m  ( s e e  T a b l e  A - 4 ) .  H o s p i t a l  

a g e n c ie s  a r e  l e s s  l i k e l y  t h a n  o t h e r  a g e n c ie s  t o  r e f e r  f e m a le  p a t i e n t s  t o  a  

p r i v a t e  p h y s i c i a n  a n d  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  re c o m m e n d  a  s p e c i a l i z e d  c e n t e r  o r  a n o t h e r  

h o s p i t a l .  A g e n c ie s  t h a t  p r o v i d e  i n f e r t i l i t y  s o r v i c e s  a r e  m o re  l i k e l y  t o  r e f e r  

f e m a le  p a t i e n t s  t o  h o s p i t a l s  a n d ,  l e s s  s o ,  i n f e r t i l i t y  t r e a t m e n t  c e n t e r s ,  t h a n  

a r c  n o n p r o v i d e r s  o f  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s .

F a m i l y  p l a n n i n g  a g e n c ie s  t h a t  r e f e r  i n f e r t i l i t y  p a t i e n t s  a r e  l e s s  l i k e l y  

t o  r e f e r  m a le  p a t i e n t s  f o r  e a c h  o f  t h e  p r o c e d u r e s  t h a n  t h e y  a r e  t o  r e f e r  

f e m a le  p a t i e n t s  ( 2 1  t o  2 4  p e r c e n t  v s .  2  t o  4  p e r c e n t  d o  n o t  r e f e r ) ,  w h ic h  m ay  

r e f l e c t  t h e  l a c k  o f  m a le  p a t i e n t s  r e q u e s t i n g  s u c h  s e r v i c e s .  A s id e  f r o m  t h i s



d i f f e r e n c e  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  w h e r e  a g e n c ie s  r e f e r  m a le  p a t i e n t s  i s  s i m i l a r  

t o  w h e r e  t h e /  r e f e r  f e m s le  p a t i e n t s  ( s e e  T a b le  A - 5 ) .

T h e s e  r e s u l t s  s u p p o r t  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  f r o m  t h e  NSFG a n a l y s i s  t h a t  

s p e c i a l i z e d  i n f e r t i l i t y  t r e a t m e n t  c e n t e r s  s e r v e  a  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  p r o p o r t i o n  

o f  a l l  i n f e r t i l i t y  p a t i e n t s ,  a n d  t h a t  m o s t  c a r e  i s  p r o v i d e d  b y  p r i v a t e  

p h y s i c i a n s .

4 .  E e s t c i c t l o n s .  F o r t y - f o u r  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  p l a n n i n g  a g e n c ie s  

p r o v i d i n g  i n f e r t i l i t y  c a r e  h a v e  a t  l e a s t  o n e  r e s t r i c t i o n  i n  t h e i r  p r o v i s i o n  o f  

t h e s e  s e r v i c e s ,  n o t e d  i n  T a b l e  A - 6 .  T w e n t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t  w i l l  s e r v e  o n l y  

p a t i e n t s  s e e k in g  t o  b e c o m e  p r e g n a n t ,  n o t  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  c u r i o u s  a b o u t  w h e t h e r  

t h e y  a r e  f e r t i l e .  T e n  p e r c e n t  r e q u i r e  p r i o r  a g e n c y  a p p r o v a l  b e f o r e  p r o v i d i n g  

s p e c i a l i z e d  t e s t  p r o c e d u r e s .  T h i s  i s  p r e s u m a b ly  a  f i n a n c i a l  m e a s u r e  t o  

c o n t r o l  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  m o n e y  a n d  t im e  d e v o t e d  t o  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s .  F e w e r  

t h a n  1 0  p e r c e n t  r e s t r i c t  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  t o  c o u p l e s  o n l y ,  t h o s e  w i t h  p r i m a r y  

i n f e r t i l i t y  p r o b le m s ,  t h o s e  o v e r  a  m in im u m  a g e  ( 1 8  y e a r s  o n  a v e r a g e ) ,  o r  u n d e r  

a  m a x im u m  a g e  ( 4 0  y e a r s  o n  a v e r a g e ) .  O v e r a l l ,  t h e s e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  d o  n o t  

a p p e a r  t o  c o n s t i t u t e  m a j o r  o b s t a c l e ) !  f o r  p a t i e n t s  n e e d in g  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s .

5 .  P a t i e n t s  U v n A  t a m a U r ,  O n ly  h a l f  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  p l a n n i n g  a g e n c ie s  

p r o v i d i n g  i n f e r t i l i t y  c a r e  c o u l d  e s t i m a t e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  p a t i e n t s  s e r v e d  

a n n u a l l y .  A m ong t h o s e  t h a t  c o u l d  p r o v i d e  e s t i m a t e s ,  t h e  m e d ia n  n u m b e r  o f  

f e m a le  i n f e r t i l i t y  p a t i e n t s  a n n u a l l y  w a s  n i n e ;  t h e  m e d ia n  n u m b e r  o f  m a le  

i n f e r t i l i t y  p a t i e n t s  s e r v e d  w a s  f i v e  ( s e e  T a b l e  A - 7 ) .  T h e  a g e n c ie s  d i f f e r e d  

g r e a t l y  i n  t h e i r  v o lu m e  off i n f e r t i l i t y  p a t i e n t s ,  r a n g i n g  f r o m  o n e  t o  1 0 0 0  

f e m a le  p a t i e n t s  a n n u a l l y ;  j u s t  3 6  p e r c e n t  o f  t h o s e  p r o v i d i n g  i n f e r t i l i t y



s e r v i c e s  s e r v e  m o re  t h e n  12  f e m a le  i n f e r t i l i t y  p a t i e n t s  a n n u a l l y .  A g e n c ie s  

p r o v i d i n g  s p e c i a l i z e d  t e s t s  t e n d  t o  s e r v e  m o re  f e m a le  p a t i e n t s  t h a n  a g e n c ie s  

p r o v i d i n g  p r e l i m i n a r y  t e s t s  o n l y .

6 .  S e r v i c e  f u n d i n g .  M o s t  f a m i l y  p l a n n i n g  a g e n c ie s  u s e  m u l t i p l e  f u n d in g  

s o u r c e s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s .  E i g h t y - f o u r  p e r c e n t  u s e  m o re  

t h a n  o n e  s o u r c e ,  w i t h  a n  a v e r a g e  o f  t h r e e  f u n d i n g  s o u r c e s  u s e d  b y  t h e  v a r i o u s  

p r o v i d e r s  ( s e e  T a b l e  A - 8 ) .  P a t i e n t  f e e s  a r e  t h e  m o s t  com m on s o u r c e  o f  f u n d s  

f o r  t h i s  s e r v i c e ,  c i t e d  b y  8 1  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  a g e n c ie s  p r o v i d i n g  i n f e r t i l i t y  

s e r v i c e s .  S e v e n t y - t h r e e  p e r c e n t  a c c e p t  M e d ic a id  r e im b u r s e m e n ts  a n d  5 6  p e r c e n t  

u s e  T i t l e  X  f u n d s  f o r  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  p r o v i s i o n  ( s e v e n  p e r c e n t  a l s o  h a d  a 

s p e c i a l  T i t l v  X  i n i t i a t i v e  g r a n t ) .  T h i r t y - n i n e  p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  f a m i l y  p l a n n i n g  

a g e n c ie s  u s e  T i t l e  X  f u n d s  f o r  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s .  L e s s  c o m m o n ly  u s e d  

f u n d i n g  s o u r c e s  a r e  s t a t e  a n d  l o c a l  f u n d s  ( 3 5  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  a g e n c ie s  

p r o v i d i n g  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s ) ,  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  b l o c k  g r a n t  f u n d s  ( 2 2  

p e r c e n t ) ,  M a t e r n a l  a n d  C h i l d  H e a l t h  b l e c k  g r a n t  f u n d s  (1 7  p e r c e n t ) ,  o r  o t h e r  

s o u r c e s  ( 1 1  p e r c e n t ) ,  i n c l u d i n g  I n d i a n  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e s  f u n d s  o r  p r i v a t e  

c o n t r i b u t i o n s .

A  n u m b e r  o f  a g u i c i e s  o b t a i n  M e d ic a id  r e im b u r s e m e n t  f o r  som e i n f e r t i l i t y  

s e r v i c e s  b u t  n o t  o t h e r s .  W h i l e  74  p e r c e n t  w i l l  a c c e p t  M e d ic a id  f o r  a n  i n i t i a l  

e x a m ,  f e w e r ,  6 2  p e r c e n t ,  a c c e p t  M e d ic a id  f o r  c o u n s e l i n g  s e r v i c e s  ( a s  T a b l e  A - 9 

s h o w s ) .  H o  m o r e  t h a n  2 1  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e r s  a c c e p t  

M e d ic a id  f o r  o t h e r  t y p e s  o f  s e r v i c e s .  T h i s  p a t t e r n  r e f l e c t s  b o t h  t h e  t y p e s  o f  

s e r v i c e s  a g e n c ie s  p r o v i d e  a n d  s t a t e  r e im b u r s e m e n t  p o l i c i e s .

T h e  a g e n c i e s '  p u b l i c  f u n d i n g  f o r  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  p e r m i t s  th e m  t o  m a k e  

t h e s e  s e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  lo w - in c o m e  w o m e n  a n d  m e n . S e v e n t y - t h r e e  p e r c e n t



o f  t h e  f a m i l y  p l a n n in g  a g e n c ie s  t h a t  p r o v i d e  i n f e r t i l i t y  c a r e  u s e  a n  

in c o m e - b a a e d  s l i d i n g  f e e  s c h e d u le  o r  s e r v e  lo w - in c o m e  w om en w i t h o u t  c h a r g e  ( a s  

n o t e d  i n  T a b le  A—9 ) .  T w e n t y - e i g h t  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  a g e n c ie s  p r o v i d i n g  

i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  a l s o  w i l l  a c c e p t  i n s u r a n c e  r e im b u r s e m e n ts  a s  p a y m e n t  i n  

f u l l  o r  w i l l  s e r v e  2 - v - i n c o r a e  p a t i e n t s  f o r  f r e e .

A g e n c y  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  f e e  a n d  M e d ic a id - a c c e p t a n c e  p o l i c i e s  a r e  r e f l e c t e d  

i n  t h e  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e i r  i n f e r t i l i t y  p a t i e n t  c a s e lo a d .  I n  t h i r t y - o n e  

p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  a g e n c ie s  p r o v i d i n g  i n f e r t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s ,  p a t i e n t s  s e r v e d  

w i t h o u t  c h a r g e  c o m p r is e  a t  l e a s t  5 0  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e i r  p a t i e n t  p o p u l a t i o n ;  i n  17 

p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  a g e n c ie s ,  r e d u c e d - f e e  p a t i e n t s  a r e  5 0  p e r c e n t  o r  m o re  o f  t h e i r  

i n f e r t i l i t y  p a t i e n t * .  I n  1 5  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  a g e n c ie s ,  M e d ic a id  p a t i e n t s  a r e  a  

m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e i r  p a t i e n t  i n f e r t i l i t y  c a s e lo a d .  I n  8 3  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  

a g e n c ie s ,  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  i n f e r t i l i t y  p a t i e n t s  r e c e i v e  e i t h e r  f r e e ,  

r e d u c e d - f e e  o r  M e d i c a i d - r e im b u r s e d  s e r v i c e s .

T a b le  A - 1 0  i l l u s t r a t e s  m a x im u m  f e e s  c h a r g e d  f o r  s e l e c t e d  i n f e r t i l i t y  

s e r v i c e s .  W h i l e  a n  i n i t i a l  i n f e r t i l i t y  v i s i t  a v e r a g e s  $ 4 9 . 2 5  a m o n g  t h e s e  

f a m i l y  p l a n n i n g  a g e n c ie s ,  t h e  c h a r g e  f o r  t h i s  v i s i t  c a n  r a n g e  w i d e l y  f r o m  $5  

t o  $ 1 2 5 .  A d d i t i o n a l  t e s t s  e r o  a l s o  c o s t l y :  A  p o s t - c o i t a l  t e s t  a v e r a g e s  $ 4 2  

• a n d  a  s e m e n  a n a l y s i s  $ 3 1 .  D i a g n o s t i c  p r o c e d u r e s  t o  c h e c k  f o r  b l o c k e d  t u b e s ,  

f o r  e x a m p le ,  a r e  o u c h  m o r e  e x p e n s i v e :  a  h y s t e r o s a l p i n g o g r a m  a v e r a g e s  $ 4 1 8  a n d  

a  l a p a r o s c o p y ,  $ 1 , 1 1 7 .  E v e n  d r u g  t h e r a p y ,  s u c h  a s  c lo m ip h e n e ,  c a n  b e  a n  

e x p e n s i v e  a d d i t i o n :  f i v o  t a b l e t s  a v e r a g e d  $ 2 2 .  T h a  c h a r g e s  f o r  a i l  t h e * *  

p r o c e d u r e s  v a r i e d  w i d e l y  a m o n g  t h e  a g e n c ie s .  L o w - in c o m e  w om en a n d  m en  w o u ld  

b e  u n a b le  t o  o b t a i n  t h e s e  s e r v i c e s  w i t h o u t  t h e  f l e x i b l e  f e e  p o l i c i e s  a n d  

M e d ic a id  p o l i c i e s  o f  m o s t  a g e n c ie s .


