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SB 226: An Act relating to the practice of optometry.

SB 226 grants a u t h o r i t y  to t h e  Board of E x a m i n e r s  in O p t o m e t r y  to 

a u t h o r i z e  licensed o p t o m e t r i s t s  to a d m i n i s t e r  c e r t a i n drugs, defi n e d  

in s.ection 3 o f  t h e  bill. Basically, the bill crea te s  a n e w  c a t e g o r y  

of r e g u l a t i o n  - o p t o m e t r i s t s  q u a l i f i e d  to a d m i n i s t e r  drugs. The 

d e p a r t m e n t  can s u p p o r t  the p r o v i s i o n  of g r a n t i n g  special a u t h o r i z a t i o n  

to q u a l i f i e d  i n d i v i du a l s  r a t h e r  tha .;  pr o v i d i n g  an overall a u t h o r i­

zat i o n  f o r  all lice n s e e s  as p r o po s e d  in pr e v i o u s  legislation.

I n f o r m a t i o n  o b t a i n e d  b y  th e d e p a r t m e n t  i n dicates t hat a national 

p h a r m a c o l o g y  e x a m i n a t i o n  is a v a i l a b l e  fo r  use t h r o u g h  c o n t ra c t  with 

the national o p t o m e t r y  t e s t i n g  services. In addition, t h e  national 

e x a m s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  to o p t o m e t r y  g raduates in 1975 and s ubsequent y e a r s  

c o n t a i n e d  a sect i o n  r e l a t i n g  to p h a r m a c o k g y .  T h erefore, some of the 

72 l i c ensed o p t o m e t r i s t s  in A l a s k a  m a y  a l r e a d y  be q u a l i f i e d  to 

a d m i n i s t e r  c e r t a i n drugs.

T h e r e  are 35 states w h i ch  p r e s e n t l y  a l l o w  o p t o m e t r i s t s  to a d m i n is t e r  

d i a g n o s t i c  drugs, and 13 st a t e s w h i c h  a liow o p t o m e t r i s t s  to use both 

d i a g n o s t i c  and t h e r a p e u t i c  drugs. A l a s k a  is on e  :>f two  rem a i n i ng  

s t a t e s ' w h i c h  do not a llow o p t o m e t r i s t s  to a d m i n i s t e r  drugs.

Th e  d e p a r t m e n t  does not h a v e  th e  e x p e r t i s e  to p r o v i d e  input on the 

t y p e  of drugs o p t o m e t r i s t s  s h o u l d  be pe r m i t t e d  to administer. T h e r e­

fore, the d e p a r t m e n t  will d e f e r  c o m me n t  on section 3 of th e  bill to 

o t h e r  heal t h  p r of e s s i o n s  (i.e., m e d ical, pharmacy, etc.) or to the 

D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  and Social Services.

In summary, the d e p a r t m e n t  d o e s  not o p p o s e  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a 

s e p a r a t e  c a t e g o r y  f o r  o p t o m e t r i s t s  to a d m i n i s t e r  drugs. However, the 

d e p a r t m e n t  will re m a i n  neutral s ince it d oes not h a v e  the e x p e r t i s e  to 

c o m m e n t  on the t ype of d rugs o p t o m e t r i s t ^  should be allo we d  to ■ 

administer.

U ^ v n V h o n y ' S m i t h ,  con 

D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e 

De v e l o p m e n t

{isioner 

and E co n o m i c

Date:
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S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Com m erce &

E c o n o m ic  D e v e lo p m e n t  
D i v i s i o n  o f  O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g

AS 0 8 . 7 2 . 1 6 0  i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

S e c .  0 8 . 7 2 . 1 6 0  EXAMINATION. ( a )  T h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  v / r i t t e n ,  p r a c t i c a l ,  

a n d  o r a l  i n  n a t u r e .  T h e  [THE NATIONAL BOARD OF EXAMINERS IN OPTOMETRY EXAMINATION, 

PARTS 1 AND 2 SHALL COMPRISE THE] w r i t t e n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  e x a m i n a t i o n  s h a l 1 

b e  c o m p r i s e d  o f  a l l  o r  p a r t  o f  a  n a t i o n a l  o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  a s  d e s i g n a t e d  

by  t h e  b o a r d  i n  r e g u l a t i o n s . T h e  o r a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  r e c o r d e d
I

a n d  r e t a i n e d  f o r  tw o  y e a r s .

[ ( b )  AN APPLICANT WHO FAILS THE PRACTICAL OR THE ORAL PORTION OF THE EXAMINATION 

MAY TAKE A RE-EXAMINATION IN THAT PORTION WITHOUT PAYING AN ADDITIONAL EXAMINATION 

F E E .]

( c )  An a p p l i c a n t  who f a i l s  o n e  [THE WRITTEN] p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  may t a k e  

a  r e e x a m i n a t i o n  i n  t h e  p o r t i o n  f a i l e d  [THE WRITTEN PORTION] u p o n  p a y m e n t  o f  a  r e ­

e x a m i n a t i o n  [AN ADDITIONAL EXAMINATION] f e e  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 0 1 . 0 6 5 .

( d )  An a p p l i c a n t  who f a i l s  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  m u s t  r e t a k e  

t h e  e n t i r e  e x a m i n a t i o n  a n d  p a y  t h e  [FULL] e x a m i n a t i o n  f e e .
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HB 291: An Act relating to the practice of optometry.

HB 291 grants a u thority to the Board of Ex a m i n e r s  in O p t o m e t r y  to authorize 

licensed opto m e tr i s t s  to administer certain drugs, d e f i n e d‘in section 3 of 

the bill. Basically, the bill creates a new c a t e g o r y  of r e g u l a ti o n  - 

o p t o metrists qualified to administer drugs. T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  can support 

the provision of grant i n g  special a u t h o r i z a t i o n  to q u a l i f i e d  individuals 

rather than p r o viding an o v e r a l 1■aut h o riza t i o n  for all licensees as p r o­

posed in previous legislation.

Information obtained by the depar t m e n t  indicattj that a national p h a r m a­

cology examination is available for use thro u g h  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  the national 

op t o m e t r y  testing services. In addition, the national exams administered 

to opto m e t r y  graduates in 1975 and s u b s e q u en t  y e a rs  co n ta i n e d  a section 
relating to pharmacology. Therefore, some of the 72 licensed opto m e tr i s t s  

in A l a s k a  ma y  already be qualified to a d m i n i s t e r  c e r t a i n  drugs.

The national examining board has offered to a d m i n i s t e r  a p h ar m a c o l o g y  

e x a m ination in A l a s k a  in conjun ct i o n  with the National o p t o m e t r y  e x a m i­

nations. However, at present, the board requi r es  the national exam as a 

prer e q u is i t e  to licensure but does not offer the ex a m  becau s e  the existing 

statute limits the national exam onl y  to P arts I and II and the e xam has 

changed, now consist.'ng of three parts.

Therefore, to provide the a v a i l a bi l i t y  of both the national and p h a r m a­

cology exams in Alaska, the d e partment offers the attached amendment 

regarding e x a m i nations on behalf of the A l a s k a  Board of Exa m i n e r s  in 

Optometry, which will benefit o p t o m e t r y  appl i c a n t s  w h i l e  still m a i n t a i n i n g  

the intent of the bill.

T h e r e  are 35 states which p r e s e n t ly  allov.» o p t o m e t r i s t s  to a dminister 

diagn o st i c  drugs, ano 13 states which allow o p t o m e t r i s t s  to use both 

diagn o st i c  and the r a p e u t i c drugs. A l a s k a  is one of two rem a i n i n g  states 

which do not allow o p t o m et r i s t s  to ad m i n i s t e r  drugs.

Th e  depar t me n t  does not have the e x p e r t i se  to p r o v i d e  input on the type of 

drugs o p t o metrists should be p e r mitted tj administer. Ther e f o r e,  the 

depar t me n t  will d efer comment on section 3 of the bill to other health 

professions (i.e., medical, pharmacy, etc.) or to the D e p ar t m e n t  of Health 

and Soc-’al Services.

In summary, the. depart m e n t  does not opp os e  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a separate 

ca t e g o r y  for o p t o m etrists to a d minister d rugs and r e q uests that the e x a m i­

nation amendment be added to the bill. However, since it does not have 

the expertise to comment on the type of d rugs o p t o m e t r i s t s  should be 

allowed to administer, the de partment will remain neutral.

Smith, C o m m i s s i o n e r  

D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  and Econo m ic  

D e v e l o pm e n t

Date:
7 1 1 1 t - 1
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State of Al a s k a

D e p a r tm e n t  of Co m merce & Economic 

Develo pm e n t  

Division of Occupational Licensing

AM E N D M E N T  TO HB 291:

AS 0 8 . 7 2 .1 6 0  is amended to read:.

Sec. 0 8 . 7 2 . 1 6 0  EXAMINATION, (a) Tlie e xa m i n a t i o n  shall be written, 

practical, and oral in nature. T h e  [THE N A T I O N AL  BOARD OF E X A M I N E R S  IN 

OP TOMETRY EXAMINATION, PARTS 1 A M T 2  SHALL COMPR I S E  THE] w r it t e n  portion 

of the A l a s k a  examin a t io n  shall be com p r i s e d of all or part of a national 

or international examina t i o n  as desig n a t e d  by the board in r e g u l a t i o n s .

The oral portion of the examin a t i o n  shall be r e c orded and retained for two 

years.

[(b) AN A P P L I C A N T  WHO F AILS THE P RACTICAL OR THE ORAL PORTION OF THE 

E X A M I N AT I O N  MAY TAKE A R E - E X A M I N A TI O N  IN T H A T  PORTION W I T H O U T PAYING AN 

A D D I T I O N A L  E X A M I N A T I O N  FEE.]

(c) An applicant who fails one [THE W R I T T EN ]  port i o n  of the e xa m i n a t i o n 

m a y  take a r e e x a m i n a t i o n in the portion failed [THE WRIT T E N  PORTION] upon 

payment of a r e - e x a m i n a t i o n  [AN A D D I T I O N A L  E XA M I N A T I O N ]  fee e s t a b li s h e d  
under AS 0 8 . U I .U b b .

(d) An applicant who fails m o r e  than one portion of the e x a m i n at i o n  must 

retake the entire e x a m i na t i o n  and pay the [FULL] e x a m in a t i o n  fee.

1



Honorable Richard Eliason 
Chairman, Senate Rales Caimittee 
Pouch V
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Eliason:

We the undersigned, representing our respective organizations, support 
the Senate Rules Caimittee Substitute for Senate Bill No. 226. This 
amendment and title change are technical in nature and do not adversely 
impact the intent of the legislation.

We respectfully request your favorable consideration of this lecxslation.

Sincerely

Ashley Reed, Lobbyist 
Alaska Opticians Association

Harvey Sullivan, Lobbyist 
Alaska Optanetry Association

Rick Urion, Lobbyist 
Alaska Medical Association 
( representing Opthamologists )



IN THE SENATE BY THE RULES COMMITTEE

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 226 (Rules)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
I

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the regulation of optometry."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 08.72.160(a) is amended to read:

(a) The examination shall be written, practical, and oral in 

nature. The [NATIONAL BOARD OF EXAMINERS IN OPTOMETRY EXAMINATION,

PARTS 1 AND 2, SHALL COMPRISE THE] written portion of the Alaska 

examination shall consist of all or part of a national or internation­

al exam i n a t i o n : designated by regulation by the b o a r d . The oral p o r­

tion of the examination shall be recorded and retained for two years.

* Sec. 2. AS 08.72.160(c) is amended to read:

(c) An applicant who fails a [THE WRITTEN] portion of the exam­

ination may take a reexamination in the portion failed [WRITTEN P O R­

TION] upon payment of a reexamination ' [AN ADDITIONAL EXAMINATION] fee
t

established under AS 08.01.065.

* Sec. 3. AS 08.72.160(d) is amended to'read:

(d) A n  applicant who fails more than one portion of the examina-
4 •* i

tion must retake the entire examination’and pay the [FULL] examination 

fee.

* Sec. 4. AS 08.72 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 08.72.175. LICENSE ENDORSEMENT. The board may issue a 

license endorsement authorizing a licensee who completes an examina­

tion and other requirements established by the board by regulation, to 

administer drugs, except as prohibited under AS 08.72.272. The en­

dorsement expires at the same time as the license to which it

-1- CSSB 2 2 6 (R l s)



attaches. The endorsement may be renewed upon satisfactory completion 

of continuing education requirements established by the board by 

regulation.

* Sec. 5. AS 08.72.240 is amended to read:

Sec. 08.72.240. GROUNDS FOR IMPOSITION OF ^ S C I P L I N A R Y  SANC­

TIONS. The board may impose disciplinary sanctions when the board 

finds after a hearing that a licensee

(1) secured a license through deceit, fraud, or intentional 

misrepresentation;

(2) engaged in deceit, fraud, or intentional misrepresenta­

tion in the course of providing professional services or engaging in 

professional activities;

(3) advertised professional services in a false or mislead­

ing manner;

(4) has been _jnvicted of a felony or other crime which 

affects the licensee's ability to continue to practice competently and 

safely;

(5) intentionally or • negligently engaged in or permitted 

'the performance of patient care by persons under the licensee'j super­

vision which does not conform to minimum professional standards re­

gardless of whether actual injury to the patient occurred;

(6 j failed to comply with this chapter, with a regulation

adopted under this chapter, or with an order of the board;

(7) continued to practice after becoming unfit due to

(A) professional incompetence;

(B) failure to keep informed of or use current profes­

sional theories or practices;

(C) addiction or severe dependency on alcohol or other 

drugs which impairs the licensee's ability to practice safely;

CSSB 2 2 6 (Rls) -2-



(D) physical or mental disability;

(8) engaged in lewd or immoral conduct in connection with 

the delivery of professional service to patients;

/ (S) failed to refer a patient to a physician [THE APPROPRI-
l "

ATE HEALTH CARE PRACTITIONER] after ascertaining the [POSSIBLE] pres' 

ence of ocular or systemic conditions requiring management by a physi­

cian [DISEASE].

* Sec. 6. AS 08.72 is amended by adding new sections to article 3 to 

read:

Sec. 08.72.272. USE OF DRUGS. A licensee may not use a drug in 

the practice of optometry unless

(1) the drug is

(A) a nonprescription drug;

(B) a drug, used for examination purposes only, within 

the categories of

(i) topically applied ocular anesthetics, but not 

including cocaine;

(ii) cycloplegics or mydriatics, but not including
I

atropine, homatropine, scopolamine, epinephrine, and 10 

percent phenylephrine; or
i

(C) a drug, within the category of miotics used, after 

consultation with an ophthalmologist, for the treatment of an 

inadvertently induced angle closure; and

(2) the person holds a license endorsement issued by the 

board authorizing the use of drugs.

Sec. 08.72.274. EXEMPTION. This chapter and regulations adopted 

under this chapter do not limit the practice of an optician licensed 

under AS 08.71.

* Sec. 7. AS 08.72.300 is repealed and reenacted to read:

-3- CSSB 2 2 6 ( Rl s) -



Sec. 08.72.300. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter

(1) "board" means the Board of Examiners in Optometry;

(2) "department" means the Department of Commerce and 

Economic Development;

(3) "optometry" means the examination, diagnosis, and 

treatment of conditions of the human eyes and vicual system, other 

than by use of laser, x-rays, surgery, or drugs prohibited under 

AS 08.72.272; "optometry" includes the employment of methods that a 

person licensed under this chapter is educationally qualified to use, 

as established by the board;

(4) "practicing optometry" means the performance of, or 

offer to perform, optometry for compensation;

(5) "recognized school or college of optometry" means a
«

school or college approved by the American Optometric Association or a 

committee of the American Optometric Association.

* Sec. 8. AS 08.72.160(b) is repealed.
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B .  L E T T E R  OF ENDORSEMENT FROM THE 

ALASKA O PT O M E T R IC  A S S O C IA T IO N  AND 

THE ALASKA A S S O C I A T I O N  OF OPHTHALMOLOGY



We, the u n d e r s i g n e d  a u t h o r i z e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of the 

L e g i s l a t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  of the A l a s k a  O p t o m e t r i c  

A s s o c i a t i o n  and the L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  of 

the A l a s k a  A s s o c i a t i o n  of O p h t h a l m o l o g y ,  a s s i g n  the . 

s u p p o r t  of our r e s p e c t i v e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  to the a t t a c h e d  

n e g o t i a t e d  bi l l  t h a t  a m e n d s  the c u r r e n t  A l a s k a  o p t o m e t r y  

statute. By o u r  s i g n a t u r e s  b e l o w  and on the a t t a c h e d  

bi l l  we a t t e s t  th a t  support. We will, if c a l l e d  upon, 

t e s t i f y  b e f o r e  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  in fav\ , of 

the b i l l  as w r i t t e n .  Th i s  a g r e e m e n t  e x p i r e s  at the end 

of the 1987' s e s s i o n  of the 15th A l a s k a  Legi s l a t u r e .
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D e c e m b e r  1, 1986

Dear State L egislator,

The p r o f e s s i o n  of optom e t r y  is u n d e r g o i n g  a s i g n i f i c a n t  
e x p a n s i o n  in the scope of se r v i c e s  that it can offer to 
patients. On the national level f o r t y - e i g h t  states now have 
laws that a llow o p t o m e t r i s t s  to u t i l i z e  d i a g n o s t i c  
p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  ag e n t s  to ev a l u a t e  the eye, and twelve of 
these states a l l o w  o p t o m e t r i s t s  to treat eye c o n d i t i o n s  with 
t h e r a p e u t i c  drugs.

Alaska is one of the two r e m a i n i n g  st a t e s  w i t h o u t  a law 
that allows o p t o m e t r i s t s  to utilize p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e nts.
Yet Alaskan o p t o m e t r i s t s  are among the best trained in the 
nation. The m a j o r i t y  of o p t o m e t r i s t s  in Al a s k a  have 
s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p l e t e d  a c o m p e t a n c y  based 104 hour u n i v e r s i t y  
cou r s e  on m a n a g e m e n t  of eye disease.

The people of Alaska would greatly b e n efit from e x p a n s i o n  
of the scope of optometry. Please take a few m i n u t e s  to 
study the next few pages. The e x p a n s i o n  of o p t o m e t r i c  
s e r v i c e s  w ould a l l o w  Al a s k a n s  to enjoy b e t t e r  eye care at a 
lower cost.

I. Need

A. OD's are the best d i s t r i b u t e d  t r a i n e d  eye care 
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  in rural Alaska. A l a s k a  c u r r e n t l y  has S i o p t o m e t r i s t s  d i s t r i b u t e d  in 13 towns and c i t i e s  
a cross the state. Several o p t o m e t r i s t s  p r o vide 
s e r v i c e s  to remote v i l l a g e s  and towns such that 
optometc.ic care is a c c e s s i b l e  and a v a i l a b l e  to all 
Alaskans. Several o p t o m e t r i s t s  in Al a s k a  are 
e m ployed by the Federal g o v e r n m e n t  and serve large 
s e g m e n t s  of the armed forces and na t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n s .

B. Better q u a l i t y  care: O D ’s are b etter trained than
any of the primary health p r a c t i t i o n e r s  who mu s t  p r o­
vide t h e r a p e u t i c  eye care due to limited a c c e s s  to 
o p h t h a l m o l o g i c a l  care.

C. I n c r e a s e d  access and a v a i l a b i l i t y  to care is al s o  a 
benefit in that the ability to get care q u i c k l y  r e­
duces d i s c o m f o r t  and suffering, r e d u c e s  extra travel 
time and cost, and reduces d e l ayed care due to 
r e f e r r a l s  to remote s p e c i a l i s t s .

D. C o n t r o l l i n g  costs: t h e r a p e u t i c  primary eye care by
o p t o m e t r i s t s  reduces u n n e c e s s a r y  r e ferral and 
m a x i m i z e s  primary level p r a c t i t i o n e r ' s  t r a i n i n g  and 
skills. O p t o m e t r i s t s  e n t e r i n g  into this area w o u l d  
produce c o m p e t i t i o n  in the eye care market - a 
natural way of c o n t r o l l i n g  cost e s c a l a t i o n  s u f f e r e d



by all of he a l t h  care. N o n - s u r g i c a l  health 
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  are t r a d i t i o n a l l y  less c o s t l y  to the 
public due to l o wer training c o sts and t h e r e f o r e  
lower charges.

II. E d u c ation

A. O p t o m e t r i s t s  in A l a s k a  are the only primary l e v e 1 
p r a c t i t i o n e r  with e d u c a t i o n  equal and e x c e e d i n g  peers 
but is s e v e r e l y  l i m i t e d  by m e d i c a l  ( o p h t h a l m o l o g y )  
l i c ense m o n o p o l y .  For years o p t o m e t r i s t s  have been 
s t a t u t o r i l y  r e q u i r e d  to dia g n o s e  p r o p e r l y  and have 
done an e f f e c t i v e  job. D i a g n o s i s  is the most 
i m p o r t a n t  job and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  in t h e r a p e u t i c  eye 
care and now w i t h  our training in p h a r m a c o l o g y  and 
disease m a n a g e m e n t ,  OD's are ready to serve their 
pa t i e n t s  p r i m a r y  ca r e  needs totally!

B. The mo d e r n  o p t o m e t r i s t  has attended an a c c r e d i t e d  
school or c o l l e g e  of optometry for four years w i t h  
80% of all o p t o m e t r y  students ha v i n g  four y ears of 
p r e - o p t o m e t r i c  c o l l e g e  e d u c a t i o n  and a b a c h e l o r ' s  
degree. The i n t e n s i v e  e d u c a t i o n  that the o p t o m e t r i c  
s t u dent r e c e i v e s  i n c l u d e s  156 h o urs of p h a r m a c o l o g y ,  
which is e qual to or greater than all other h e a l t h  
care p r o f e s s i o n s  u s i n g  t h e r a p e u t i c  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l s .  
S y s t e m i c  d i s e a s e  and eye disease e d u c a t i o n  are 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  and c o v e r  com p l e t e  d i a g n o s i s  of all eye 
d i s ease ( p r i m a r y  and c o m p l i c a t e d . )  T h e  c o u r s e s  are 
more c o n c e n t r a t e d  on ocular p h a r m a c o l o g y  than any 
other h e a l t h  care p r o f e s s i o n  i n c l u d i n g  m e d i c i n e .  The 
c o u r s e s ^ d o  not t rain OD's to treat s y s t e m i c  d i s e a s e  
but r a t h e r  to r e c o g n i z e  it and u n d e r s t a n d  the ocular 
m a n i f e s t a t i o n s .  E m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  care is t a u g h t  
r e l a t i n g  to o c u l a r  d r ugs in first aid, a n t i d o t e s ,  
shock, s e izure, and CPR.

Eye d i s e a s e  e d u c a t i o n  taught at s c h o o l s  and 
c o l l e g e s  of o p t o m e t r y  is the most i n t e n s e  
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  c o u r s e  of any h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
school t e a c h i n g  the d i f f e r e n c e  b e t ween d i s e a s e s  
( d i f f e r e n t i a l  d i a g n o s i s ) ,  proper o c u l a r  d i s e a s e  
m a n a g e m e n t  i n c l u d i n g  d i s ease resis t a n c e ,  
c o m p l i c a t i o n s ,  p r o b a b l e  t h e r a p e u t i c  respo n s e ,  
ref e r r a l  and need for timely course of t r e a t m e n t .  
Th ese s u b j e c t s  are tau g h t  by highly q u a l i f i e d  e x p e r t s  
i n c l u d i n g  optome t r i s t s ,  board c e r t i f i e d  o p h t h a l m o l­
ogists and s u b s p e c i a l i s t  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s .

C. C o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n :  Alaskan o p t o m e t r i s t s  are
raquired to a t t e n d  a m i n i m u m  of h o u r s  of c e r t i f i e d  
c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  every A years. T h i s  e d u c a t i o n  
is o r i e n t e d  t o w a r d s  p r i mary care with d i a g n o s i s ,  
therapy, and m a n a g e m e n t  of eye d i s e a s e  a m a jor



c o m p o n e n t .  It has been com p e t a n c y  based and has 
i n c l u d e d  a 104 hour u n i v e r s i t y  course on m a n a g e m e n t  
of eye d i s e a s e  that a m a j o r i t y  of A l a s k a n  
o p t o m e t r i s t s  attended.

D. T o d a y ' s  o p t o m e t r i c  p h a r m a c o l g y  e d u c a t i o n  is equal t*.:< 
or in e x c e s s  of that o f f ered to m e dical, dental, 
o s t e o p a t h i c ,  or p o d i a t r i c  students and each of those 
p r o f e s s i o n s  use p h a r m a c e u t i c a l s  w i t h o u t  s t a t u t o r y  
l i m i t a t i o n s .  Remem b e r ,  o p t o m e t r y ' s  p h a r m a c o l o g y  
e d u c a t i o n  is equal or s u p e r i o r  to all o t h e r s  in 
o c u l a r  and s y s t e m i c  eye related p h a r m a c o l o g y .

E. O p t o m e t r i c  e d u c a t i o n  and corapetancies are 
d r a m a t i c a l l y  s u p e r i o r  _o many general p h y s i c i a n s  in 
t h e r a p e u t i c  eye care, yet general M D 's treat a lot of 
eye d i s e a s e  in Al a s k a  due to access p r o b l e m s  with 
o p h t h a l m o l o g y .  O p t o m e t r i s t s  offer a s o und 
f u n d a m e n t a l  k n o w l e d g e  base, e x c e l l e n c e  in tra i n i n g  
and a d v a n c e d  i n s t r u m e n t a t i o n  not f o und in a n o n­
sp e c i a l i z e d  m e d i c a l  practice.

Ill .Safety

A. O p t o m e t r i s t s  in the 47 of the "lower 48" have used 
d i a g n o s t i c  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  agents for 15 years 
w i t h o u t  s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n c e  of toxic r e a c t i o n s ,  
i m p r o p e r  use or misuse. Most puDlic h e a l t h  
a u t h o r i t i e s  a g ree on s u b s t a n t i c a l  b e n e f i t s  from 
o p t o m e t r i c  use of p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s .

B. O p t o m e t r i s t s  in twelve states now use t h e r a p e u t i c  
a g e n t s  w i t h o u t  s e r ious incid e n c e  of probl e m s .

C. As w i t h * a l l  o p t o m e t r i c  d i a g n o s t i c  d r u g  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  
all t h e r a p e u t i c  l e g i s l a t i o n  passed to date (and 
p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n )  r e q u i r e s  stiff e d u c a t i o n  and 
t r a i n i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  before c e r t i f i c a t i o n  to begin 
use of t h e r a p e u t i c  agents. The m a n d a t o r y  e d u c a t i o n  
is e x t e n s i v e ,  c o m p e t e n c y  based and c l i n i c a l l y  
o r i e n t e d .

D. P r o f e s s i o n a l  c o n s e r v a t i s m  protects p a t i e n t s  and 
d o ctors: no r e a s o n a b l e  doctor would be such a 
m a v e r i c k  as to tackle s o m e t h i n g  beyond h i s / h e r  
c o m p e t a n c y  for the glory or the fee in today's 
c l i m a t e  of m a l p r a c t i c e  o riented patients, a t t o r n e y ' s  
and risks. F u r t h e r m o r e ,  o p t o m e t r y ' s  t rack record of 
safety in d i a g n o s i s  and t h e r a p e u t i c  managraent is as 
much a p r o d u c t  of c o n s e r v a t i s m  as it is a p r o d u c t  of 
c o m p e t a n c y  .

E. Finally, t h e r e  is no m y s t i q u e  about t h e r a p e u t i c  care. 
It's p r o v i d e d  daily by people with l i t t l e  £ £  no 
t r a i n i n g  in eye care inclu d i n g  teachers, nurses,



physicians a s s i s t a n t s ,  m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l  (in some 
cases, n o n - m e d i c a l )  and pat i e n t s  t h e m s e l v e s  in s e lf- 
care .

Alaskan O p t o m e t r y  m e r e l y  w a n t s  to update the d e f i n i t i o n  
of optometry to r e f l e c t  p r e s e n t  day training in the area of 
t herapeutic care of eye d i s e a s e  r e l a t i n g  to eye c a r e  
p ract i c e d  at the primary l e vel - the level of first c o n t a c t  
ser v i c e s  or the g a t e k e e p e r  for the patient into the h e a l t h  
care system.
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WHY ALASKA SHOULD S U P P O R T  L E G I S L A T I O N  A L L O W I N G  O P T O M E T R I S T S
TO FULLY U T I L I Z E  T H EIR T R A I N I N G  I N C L U D I N G  U S I N G  

P H A R M A C E U T I C A L  A G E N T S

O p t o m e t r y  is an i n d e p e n d e n t  h e a l t h  care p r o f e s s i o n  that 
s p e c i a l i z e s  in c o m p r e h e n s i v e  vision care.

A. E d u cation: The m o d e r n  o p t o m e t r i s t  has a t t e n d e d  an 
a c c r e d i t e d  school or c o l l e g e  of o p t o m e t r y  for four 
ye irs with 80% of all o p t o m e t r y  s t u d e n t s  h a v i n g  four 
ye irs of p r e - o p t o m e t r i c  c o l l e g e  e d u c a t i o n  and a 
b a c h e l o r ' s  degree. T h e  i n t e n s i v e  e d u c a t i o n  that 
the o p t o m e t r i c  student r e c e i v e s  i n c l u d e s  156 h o u r s  
of pharma c o l o g y ,  w h ich is e q u a l  to or g r e a t e r  than 
all other h e a l t h  care p r o f e s s i o n s  u s i n g  t h e r a p e u t i c  
p h a r m a c e u t i c a l s .  S y s t e m i c  d i s e a s e  and eye d i s e a s e  
e d u c a t i o n  are c o m p r e h e n s i v e  and c o ver c o m p l e t e  
d i a g n o s i s  of all eye d i s e a s e  ( p rimary and c o m p l i­
cated) .

B. Distri b u t i o n :  Al a s k a  c u r r e n t l y  has 51 o p t o m e t r i s t s
d i s t r i b u t e d  in 13 towns and ci t i e s  a c r o s s  the s t a t e .  
S e v e r a l  o p t o m e t r i s t s  p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e s  to r e m o t e  
v i llages and towns such that o p t o m e t r i c  care is 
a c c e s s i b l e  and a v a i l a b l e  to all Alask a n s .  S e v e r a l  
o p t o m e t r i s t s  in A l a s k a  are e m p l o y e d  by the F e u e r a l  
g o v e r n m e n t  and serve large s e g m e n t s  of the a r m e d  
forces and na t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n s .

C. C o n t i n u i n g  education: A l a s k a n  o p t o m e t r i s t s  are 
req u i r e d  to at t e n d  a m i n i m u m  of 4JB h o urs of c e r t i­
fied c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  e v e r y  4 years. T h i s  e d u­
cat i o n  is ori e n t e d  towards prim a r y  ca r e  w i t h  d i a g­
nosis, therapy, and m a n a g e m e n t  of eye d i s e a s e  a 
m a j o r  com p o n e n t .  It has be e n  cora-petency based and 
has i n cluded a 104 hour u n i v e r s i t y  c o u r s e  on m a n a g e­
ment of eye d i s e a s e  that a m a j o r i t y  of the A l a s k a  
o p t o m e t r i s t s  attended.

D. N a t i o n a l  trends: In ,48 s t a t e s  o p t o m e t r i s t s  p r e s e n t­
ly util i z e  d i a g n o s t i c  drugs. In 1 #  s t a t e s  o p t o m e­
trists use both d i a g n o s t i c  and t h e r a p e u t i c  drugs. 
Al a s k a  is one of the two r e m a i n i n g  st a t e s  w i t h o u t
a drug  la w  a l l o w i n g  o p t o m e t r i s t s  to u t i l i z e  
p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t 3 .

E. Safety: O p t o m e t r i s t s  in 1 I f  states are u t i l i z i n g
t h e r a p e u t i c  age n t s  with the same success e n j o y e d  by 
p a tients of p h ysicians, d e n t i s t s ,  o s t e o p a t h s ,  bush 
h e a l t h  aids and others who now use these agents.
Most public h e a l t h  a u t h o r i t i e s  agree on s u b s t a n t i a l  
b e n e f i t s  from o p t o m e t r i c  use of p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  
agents. O p t o m e t r i s t s  have e m p l o y e d  t h e r a p e u t i c  
drugs in West V i r g i n i a  for 10 years w i t h o u t  r e p o r t e d  
i n c i d e n c e  of a buse or n e g l i g e n c e .  O p t o m e t r i s t s  ha v e  
p roved c o n v i n c i n g l y  that the public is trea t e d  in a 
safe and e f f e c t i v e  manner.



A l a s k a n  optometry merely w o n t s  to update the d e f i n i t i o n  
of o p t o m e t r y  to reflect present day tra i n i n g  in the area of 
t h e r a p e u t i c  care of eye d i s e a s e  rel a t i n g  to eye care • 
p r a c t i c e d  at the primary level - the level of first c o n t a c t  
s e r v i c e s  or the gatekeeper for the patient into the h e a l t h  
c a r e  system.

T h e  map below shows the st a t u s  of state p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  
l e g i s l a t i o n  as it effects o p t o m e t r i c  pr a c t i c e  as of Ju l y  l ! i ', 
1986. It is time to update o p t o m e t r i c  law in Alaska so the 
p u b l i c  can be better served by its primary eye care p r a c t i­
tio n e r s .  T h a n k  you for your support!

State pharmaceutical legislation
As of  July 1 5 ;  1 9 8 6
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  K o p o n e n ,  Ellis, G r u e n b e r g ,  Donley, 

Hudson, P h i l l i p s  and H a n l e y :  My name is Dr. Lynn Coon.

S i nce 1984 I have been a p r a c t i c i n g  o p t o m e t r i s t  in W asilla, 

Alaska. I ea r n e d  a D o c t o r  of O p t o m e t r y  d e g r e e  from P a c i f i c  

U n i v e r s i t y  in 1972. I n i t i a l l y ,  I p r a c t i c e d  o p t o m e t r y  as an 

o f f i c e r  in the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Air F o r c e  for over four y e a r s  at 

s e v e r a l  m i l i t a r y  h o s p i t a l s .  Next, I taught a broad s p e c t r u m  

of o p t o m e t r y  c o u r s e s  as a full time A s s i s t a n t  P r o f e s s o r  of 

O p t o m e t r y  at P a c i f i c  U n i v e r s i t y  in O r e g o n .  In a d d i t i o n ,  I 

have taught h u n d r e d s  "of h o u r s  of c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  to 

o p t o m e t r i s t s  and o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s  in many parts of our 

country. My a r e a s  of t e a c h i n g  e x p e r t i s e  i n c l u d e  e x a m i n a t i o n  

p r o c e d u r e s ,  c o n t a c t  l e n s e s  and s p e c i f i c  to p i c s  in d i a g n o s i s  

and m a n a g e m e n t  of eye d i s e a s e .  I was also c h i e f  i n v e s t i g a t o r  

in s e v e r a l  U n i v e r s i t y  based l o n g i t u d i n a l  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s  in 

o r t h o k e r a t o l o g y , e x t e n d e d  w e a r  c o n t a c t  l e n s e s  and the c o r n e a l  

en d o t h e l i u m .  I c u r r e n t l y  s e r v e  on the B o ard of A d v i s o r s  for 

P a c i f i c  U n i v e r s i t y  C o l l e g e  of O p t o m e t r y  and the A s s o c i a t i o n  

B o a r d  of V a l l e y  H o s p i t a l  in Palmer.



B

I w a n t  to t hank ea c h  of you for a l l o w i n g  me to t e s t i f y  

today in s u p p o r t  of H o u s e  Bi l l  No. 291, "An Act r e l a t i n g  to 

the p r a c t i c e  of o p t o m e t r y . "

In the past f i f t e e n  or so years o p t o m e t r i s t s  in A l a ska, 

as w e l l  as every o t h e r  state, have so u g h t  p a s s a g e  of l e g i s­

lati o n  that w o u l d  a l l o w  o p t o m e t r i s t s  to p r a c t i c e  at the full 

level of t heir t r a i ning. T h i s  p r a c t i c e  e x p a n s i o n  w o u l d  

i n c l u d e  the use of c e r t a i n  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e nts. I am 

c u r r e n t l y  c h a i r m a n  of the L e g i s l a t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  of the 

A l a s k a  O p t o m e t r i c  A s s o c i a t i o n .  Our L e g i s l a t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  

was a p p o i n t e d  by the P r e s i d e n t  of the A l a s k a  O p t o m e t r i c  

A s s o c i a t i o n  and e m p o w e r e d  to seek p a s s a g e  of l e g i s l a t i o n  

that w o u l d  a l l o w  p r o p e r l y  trained, q u a l i f i e d  and l i c e n s e d  

o p t o m e t r i s t s  to e m p l o y  c e r t a i n  drugs and t e c h n i q u e s  used in 

the d i a g n o s i s  and m a n a g e m e n t  of eye c o n d i t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  eye 

d i s e a s e s .

H o u s e  Bill No. 291 r e p r e s e n t s  a c a r e f u l l y  n e g o t i a t e d ,  

c o n s t r u c t i v e  c o m p r o m i s e  b e t w e e n  the A l a s k a  O p t o m e t r i c  

A s s o c i a t i o n  and the A l a s k a  A s s o c i a t i o n  of O p h t h a l m o l o g y .



T h e s e  two o r g a n i z a t i o n s  ha v e  l i t e r a l l y  been at war for years 

over the r i g h t  of o p t o m e t r i s t s  to e x p a n d  their s c ope of 

p r a c t i c e  to i n c l u d e  the use of pharmaceutic.il agents. A f ter 

h o u r s  of n e g o t i a t i n g  a c h o s e n  g r o u p  of o p t o m e t r i s t s  and 

o p h t h a l m o l g i s t s , c h o s e n  by t heir p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

to make b i n d i n g  d e c i s i o n s  for their r e s p e c t i v e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  

was a b l e  to c o m p r o m i s e  and p r o d u c e  a d o c u ment, H o u s e  Bill 

No. 291. O p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s ,  Dr. O l i v e r  K o r s h i n  and Dr. Ed 

C r o uch, m e m b e r s  of the A l a s k a  A s s o c i a t i o n  of O p h t h a l m o l o g y ,  

and I signed a j o int r e s o l u t i o n  of s u p port for H o u s e  Bill 

No. 291. T h a t  m i l e s t o n e  r e s o l u t i o n  is i n c l u d e d  in your 

i n f o r m a t i o n  packet.

H o u s e  Bi l l  No. 291 e s s e n t i a l l y  e x p a n d s  the s c ope of
I

o p t o m e t r i c  p r a c t i c e * t o  i n c l u d e  the use of s p e c i f i c  p h a r m a c e u­

tical a g e n t s  for e x a m i n a t i o n  p u r p o s e s .  O p t o m e t r i s t s  in 48 of 

the s t a t e s  ha v e  the right, as d e f i n e d  by sta t u t e ,  to use 

t h ese agen t s .  On J u l y  16, 1971 R h o d e  I s l a n d  passed the 

i n i t i a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  a l l o w i n g  o p t o m e t r i s t s  to u t i l i z e  drugs. 

Now, the only s t a t e s  that do not a l l o w  some a p p l i c a t i o n  of 

drugs by o p t o m e t r i s t s  are M a r y l a n d  and, that's right, A l a s k a ! 

B e c a u s e  of the wide g e o g r a p h i c  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of A l a s k a n



o p t o m e t r i s t s  and the s o p h i s t i c a t e d  t r a i n i n g  level of the 

m o d e r n  o p t o m e t r i s t ,  the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  is s e r i o u s l y  o v e r d u e  

in p a s s i n g  a p p r o p r i a t e  l e g i s l a t i o n .

O p t o m e t r i s t s  h a v e  c o n c l u s i v e l y  proved that they are 

c a p a b l e  of j u d i c i o u s  use of the r e q u e s t e d  drugs. L i t e r a l l y  

t h o u s a n d s  of c a s e s  of eye d i s e a s e  have been d e t e c t e d  and 

d i a g n o s e d  by o p t o m e t r i s t s  in the 15 years s i nce the i n i t i a l  

s t a t u t e  was s i g n e d  into law. T h e r e  are many t y pes of eye 

d i s e a s e  and c o n d i t i o n s  that c a n n o t  be a d e q u a t e l y  d e t e c t e d  

u n l e s s  the o p t o m e t r i s t  can use t hese drugs. O p t o m e t r i s t s  

in A l a s k a  are c u r r e n t l y  l i a b l e  for not d e t e c t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  

that may only be f u l l y  r e v e a l e d  a f t e r  the use of c e r t a i n  of 

t hese drugs. And the p e o p l e  of A l a s k a  d e s e r v e  to have the 

b e n e f i t  of m o d e r n  e x a m i n a t i o n  m e t h o d s  in all eye d o c t o r ' s  

o f f i c e s .

By a l l o w i n g  the A l a s k a n  o p t o m e t r i s t  to i n c o r p o r a t e  more 

eye d i s e a s e  d e t e c t i o n  t e c h n i q u e s  d i s c o m f o r t ,  s u f f e r i n g  and 

v i s i o n  loss will be r e d u c e d  to many of the t h o u s a n d s  of 

p e o p l e  in A l a s k a  that use our s e r v i c e s .  C o s t s  to the p e o p l e  

of A l a s k a  w i l l  be r e d u c e d  by p r o p e r l y  l i censed o p t o m e t r i s t s



p r o d u c i n g  more c o m p e t i t i o n  wi t h  the o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s  that 

are c u r r e n t l y  the m a j o r  g roup that u t i l i z e  these a g e nts. 

T r a v e l  for c e r t a i n  d i a g n o s t i c  tests wi l l also be r e d u c e d  due 

to the w i d e r  g e o g r a p h i c  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of o p t o m e t r i s t s .

O p t o m e t r i s t s  are p r o p e r l y  e d u c a t e d  to s a f e l y  and 

e f f e c t i v e l y  use p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e nts. I p e r s o n a l l y  was 

r e s p o n s i b l e  for part of the t r a i n i n g  in this a r e a  s t u d e n t s  

at P a c i f i c  U n i v e r s i t y  C o l l e g e  of O p t o m e t r y  we r e  e x p o s e d  to 

b e t w e e n  1976 and 1983. F u r t h e r m o r e ,  I t a u g h t  mu c h  of the 

same m a t e r i a l  to e l arge n u m b e r  of o p t o m e t r i s t s  in O r e g o n ,  

W a s h i n g t o n  and Idaho. T h e  i n t e n s i v e  e d u c a t i o n  that the 

a v e r a g e  m o d e r n  o p t o m e t r y  s t u d e n t  r e c e i v e s  i n c l u d e s  156 h o u r s  

of p h a r m a c o l o g y ,  whi-ch is e qual to or g r e a t e r  than all o t her 

h e a l t h  care p r o f e s s i o n a l s  u s i n g  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s .  Eye 

d i s e a s e  e d u c a t i o n  is s i m i l a r l y  i n t e n s e  and is t a u g h t  by 

q u a l i f i e d  e x p e r t s  i n c l u d i n g  o p t o m e t r i s t s ,  board c e r t i f i e d  

o p h t h a l m o l g i s t s  and o t her s p e c i a l i s t  and s u b s p e c i a l i s t  

p h y s i c i a n s .  C l i n i c a l  t r a i n i n g  is broad based in s c h o o l  

c l i n i c s ,  p r i v a t e  o p t o m e t r i c  and o p h t h a l m o l o g i c a l  off i c e s ,  

h o s p i t a l  r e s i d e n c i e s ,  h e a l t h  m a i n t e n a n c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  

p u b l i c  h e a l t h  and m i l i t a r y  h o s p i t a l  c l inics, I n d i a n  h e a l t h



servi c e s ,  c o m m u n i t y  t e a c h i n g  h o s p i t a l s ,  and m u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y  

c o m m u n i t y  h e a l t h  c l i n i c s .  A l a s k a n  o p t o m e t r i s t s  are also 

req uired to a t t e n d  a m i n i m u m  ox 48 h o u r s  of c e r t i f i e d  

c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  e v ery 4 years. O p t o m e t r i s t s  o f fer a 

s o u n d  k n o w l e d g e  base, e x c e l l e n c e  in t r a i n i n g  and a d v a n c e d  

d i a g n o s t i c  s k i l l s  that w i l l  b e n e f i t  the p e o p l e  of A l a s k a  if 

H o u s e  Bill No. 291 b e c o m e s  s t atute.

As wi t h  o p t o m e t r i c  dr u g  l e g i s l a t i o n  in o t her states, 

H o u s e  Bill No. 291 p r o v i d e s  for o p t o m e t r y  board r e g u l a t i o n  

and e x a m i n a t i o n  for c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of p r o p e r l y  trained 

o p t o m e t r i s t s .  T h e  b o ard will also r e q u i r e  s a t i s f a c t o r y  

c o m p l e t i o n  of c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  for r e n e w a l  

of the e n d o r s e m e n t  to use p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  agents. This 

bill will not a l l o w  " g r a n d f a t h e r i n g "  of p r e s e n t l y  l i c e n s e d  

o p t o m e t r i s t s .  Ea c h  o p t o m e t r i s t  will be r e q u i r e d  to p r o v i d e  

e v i d e n c e  of h a v i n g  r e c e i v e d  the r e q u i r e d  t r a i n i n g  and d e m o n­

stra t e  c o m p e t e n c e  in o r d e r  to be c e r t i f i e d  to use d i a g n o s­

tic p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s .

T he c o m p r o m i s e  that was r e a c h e d  b e t w e e n  o p t o m e t r y  and 

o p h t h a l m o l o g y  is a s i g n i f i c a n t  p o s i t i o n  c h a n g e  of our



L e g i s l a t i v e  C o m m i t t e e .  We a g r e e d  to exclude the use of 

p r e s c r i p t i o n  d r ugs for the t r e a t m e n t  of eye disease, even 

t h o u g h  f i f t e e n  s t a t e s  c u r r e n t l y  have l e g i s l a t i o n  that a l l o w s  

o p t o m e t r i s t s  to m a n a g e  c e r t a i n  eye d i s e a s e s  with drugs. 

B e c a u s e  of this c h a n g e  in our p o s t i t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t r e a t m e n t  

of eye d i s e a s e  we feel we e x c l u d e d  80 per cent of our 

o r i g i n a l  goal w h i c h  was to a l l o w  the A l a s k a n  o p t o m e t r i s t  to 

p r a c t i c e  at the full level of his or her c u r rent t r a i ning.

In f a i r n e s s  to the A l a s k a  A s s o c i a t i o n  of O p h t h a l m o l o g y ,  I 

am c e r t a i n  they also feel that H o u s e  Bill No. 291 is a m ajor 

c o n c e s s i o n  on their part. A f t e r  all, H o use Bill No. 291 

r e p r e s e n t s  the first s u c c e s s f u l  a t t e m p t  of our two s o m e w h a t  

p o l a r i z e d  two g r o u p s  to n e g o t i a t e  on the ma t t e r  of o p t o m e -
I

t r i s t s  u sing drugs. *

I c o n g r a t u l a t e  S e n a t o r  F i s c h e r  for r e c o m m e n d i n g  the 

n e g o t i a t i n g  process, the o p h t h a l m o l g i s t s  that were i n v o l v e d  

in the process, our L e g i s l a t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  of o p t o m e t r i s t s  and 

this g r eat n a t i o n  that a l l o w s  for c o n s t r u c t i v e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  

as one m e t h o d  to se t t l e  dispu t e s .

B e c a u s e  of the d e s i r e  from both o r g a n i z e d  o p t o m e t r y  and 

o p h t h a l m o l o g y  in the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  to pass House Bi l l  No. 

291, I ask and pray that you, the H o use HESS C o m m i t t e e ,  as



w e l l  as your l e g i s l a t o r  c o l l e g u e s  in the House and S e n a t e ,  

wi l l  s e e k  immediate p a s s a g e  of the bill as written. D e l a y  

of this l e g i s l a t i o n  pa s t  the 1987 s e s s i o n  of the 1 5 th A l a s k a  

L e g i s l a t u r e  may r e p o l a r i z e  our g r o u p s  and make f u r t h e r  

c o m p r o m i s e  difficult.

T h a n k  you for l i s t e n i n g  to my s t a t e m e n t  of s u p p o r t  for 

H o u s e  Bi l l  No. 291.

R e s p e c t f u l l y ,

Lynn J. Coon, O.D.
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Date referred: 4/2 9 /8 7 F U R T H E R  R E F E R R A L S : j u d i c i a r y

F i n a n c e
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J a n u a r y  21, 1988

L E T T E R  O F  I N T E N T  
T O

C S H B  296 (HESS)
B Y  T H E

H O U S E  H E A L T H ,  E D U C A T I O N  A N D  S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  C O M M I T T E E

I t  is t h e  i n t e n t  of  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  
o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  a d o p t  f o r m a l  p r o c e d u r e s  w i t h i n  
60 d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e q u i r i n g  
j u v e n i l e  i n t a k e  o f f i c e r s  a n d  j u v e n i l e  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  t o  
i n f o r m  v i c t i m s  o f  j u v e n i l e  c r i m e  of  t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  a s k  t h e  
c o u r t  t o  a l l o w  t h e m  t o  b e  p r e s e n t  d u r i n g  j u v e n i l e  p r o c e e d i n g s ,  
t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of  s u c h  r e q u e s t s ,  a n d  t o  e n s u r e  
t h a t  t h e s e  r e q u e s t s  a r e  t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  t h e  court.

It  is t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  it  is in t h e  
b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  t h a t  v i c t i m s  o f  c r i m e s  c o m m i t t e d  
b y  j u v e n i l e s  t h a t  r e s u l t  in c o u r t  a c t i o n  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  t h e

t a n d  w i t h o u t  u n d u e  p r o c e d u r a l  
t h e  d e l i n q u e n c y  p r o c e e d i n g .

Rep. Johrrny E l l i s ,  C o - C h a i r  
^House HE^sS C o m m i t t e e



S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  1 9 8 8  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N  

F I S C A L  N O T E

Bill Version: HB 296
S E O Q g g C i____________________________________  Publish Date*

Revision Date: 1-19-88 Agency Affected: Alaska Court System
Title: An act relating to victims BRU: Trial Courts

of crimes...
Sponsor: Donley, Collins, Martin*.* Components:
Requestor: Rep. Donley

B E P B S D I T P a S S / R K V l H I I E B i (Thousands of Dollara.l  . . -
OPERATING FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93

Personal Services . . . .  76.5 76.5 76,5 76.5 76.5
Travel   . . . .
Contractual . . . .  . . . .  . . . .  . . . .  . . . .  . . . .
Supplies . . . .  . . . .  . ..............................................
Equipment . . . .  . . . .  . . . .  .............................
Land & Structured .....................  . . . .  . . . .  .....................
Grants & Claims . . . .  . . . .  . . . .  . . . .  . . . .  . . . .

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 76.5 76.5 76.5 76.5 76.5

CAPITAL . . . . . , , . , , . . . . , , , T T T T

r e v e n u e  1 . . . . . . . . r : r ;  . . . , . . . . . . . .

F U N D I N G :  (Thousands of Dollar s!,
General Funds 0.0 76.5 76.5 76.5 76.5 76.5
Federal Funds . . . .  .......................................... .. ...............
Other    . . . .  . . . .  . . . .

TOTAL 0.0 76.5 76.5 76.5 76.5 76.5

PQBTTTOHfi»__________________________

Full-time . . . .  2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0
Part-time............... ................ ...................... .. .....................
Temporary . . . .  . . . .  . . . .  . . . .  ..................... ...

3 5 5 x 5 1 1  ( A t t a c h  a s e p a r a t e  p a g t  i f  n i c i i a a r y )  Z

See attached fiscal analysis.

Prepared b y : J4in Stlfcndberg, General Counsel 
Division: ^Alaska Court Syrtrem

Phone: 264-8228
Date: 1-19-88

Approved by: XftfiuTHTiSnowdeli? 
Agency: A laska Court System

Distribution (by p r e p a r e r ) : 
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management & Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies)
Senate Secretary

Sministrative Director Date: 1-19-88

Page 1 of 3



A L A S K A  COURT SYSTEM

HB 296 - Vic tims of Crimes 
Analysis of Fiscal Impact

Personal Services!

Salary B e n e f i t s

Pro T e m  Judge, Superior Court,
PFT, 12 months $19,332 $21,502

In-Court Clerk, PFT, 12 m o nths 25,750 9,918

Total Personal Servicee & First Year Coat

Total

$40,634

35,668

$76,502



FISCAL ANALYSIS: HB 296

This bill will permit victim* to appear and participate In sentencing 
proceeding*. Based upon Information provided by the deputy presiding judge 
for the Anchorage trial court criminal division, one-fifth of the time of a judge 
assigned to a criminal caseload is occupied by sentencing, It Is anticipated that 
victim participation will extend the length of the proceeding. Given the volume 
of criminal cases In courts state-wide. It is estimated that the equivalent of one 
additional judge and one additional In-court clerk will be required to handle the 
additional hearing time. Services of a retired judge appointed to serve pro tern 
are the least costly way of providing additional judicial resources.



S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  BILL V E R S IO N :__________________
1 9 8 8  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N  PUBLISH D A T E :__________________

npnIlpcT FISCAL NOTE
R E Q U E S T :

Revision D a te :     — — ---------  . ftgency Affected: D en t.. Q f. . C o r r e c t i o n s
•  "An iA f.t. R e l 3t.in .fl—tO . .Yl c t i m s  o f  . AHm -im 'ct-rat. in n  a n d  S u p p o r t

Sponsor : Rpp O nnlP.y ., Cfll l  i n s  • • • ----------  Components : P a r o l e  R n a r H _____________
Requestor: _______________________________________ ____________________________________________

E X P E N D IT U R E S /R E V E N U E S : (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93
PERSONAL SERVICES 
TRAVEL 
CONTRACTUAL 
SUPPLIES 
EQUIPMENT 
LAND* STRUCTURES 
GRANTS, CLAIMS 
MISCELLANEOUS

6 1 . / 6 1 . / f i l . 7 6 1 .7 6 1 .7 6 1 .7

4 3 . . 0  . at  n _ 4 3 , 0 4 3 .6 4 3 .0 4 3 . U

TOTAL OPERATING . 1 0 4 . 7 1 0 4 .7 1 0 4 .7 1 0 4 .7 1 0 4 .7 “ T O .  7

CAPITAL i ...... 0 ,
0 0 0 T " 6

REVENUE 0 0 0 0 0 0

FU N D IN G : (Thousands c f Dollars)

GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL iu4. / 104.7 104; 7 m a  7 104 7 .104.7
P O S IT IO N S :

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

0 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)
The D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o r r e c t i o n s  w o u l d  e x p e r i e n c e  fiscal impact due to longe 

p arole h e a r i n gs  tha t  w o u l d  be neces s a ry .  The i n c reases are in per d i e m

A

and d a v h r - f e e s  aajdito' baand members/) o

Prepared by: V  1 / 1   Phone : ^  G
Division : — i D a te : I I ___

Approved by Commissioner: S usan  H um phreft-Barfrext  Date: / -  ! °t —Y x
AgenCy ; ______________Department of Corrections____________

Distribution (by preparer) :
Legisladve Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget
Impacted Agency(ies) P ^ e -------- of —



S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  
1 9 8 8  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N

R E Q U E S T
F I S C A L  N O T E

B i l l  V e r s i o n :  
P u b l i s h  D a t e :

HB 296

R e v i s i o n  D a t e :  1 / 1 9 / 8 8 ______________________
T i t l e :  A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  v i c t i m s  o f
c r i m e ,  c l a i m s  a r i s i n g  f r o m  c r i m i n a l  e t c
S p o n s o r :  D o n l e y ,  e t .  a l . _____________________
R e q u e s t o r :  H o u s e  H E S S _________________________

A g e n c y  A f f e c t e d :  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  
B R U :  C o u n c i l  o n  D o m e s t i c  V i o l e n c e  & 
S e x u a l  A s s a u l t ;  A K  S t a t e  T r o o p e r s  
C o m p o n e n t s :  ___________________________________

E X P E N D I T U R E S / R E V E N U E S :  ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )
O P E R A T I N G F Y  88 F Y  8 9 F Y  9 0 F Y  9 1 F Y  9 2 F Y  9 3

P E R S O N A L  S E R V I C E S
T R A V E L
C O N T R A C T U A L
S U P P L I E S
E Q U I P M E N T
L A N D  & S T R U C T U R E S
G R A N T S ,  C L A I M S
M I S C E L L A N E O U S
T O T A L  O P E R A T I N G 0 0 0 0 0

C A P I T A L

R E V E N U E

: U N D I N G :  ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )
G E N E R A L  F U N D S
F E D E R A L  F U N D S
O T H E R
T O T A L 0 0 0 0 0

P O S I T I O N S :
F U L L - T I M E
P A R T - T I M E
T E M P O R A R Y

A N A L Y S I S :  ( A t t a c h  a  s e p a r a t e  p a g e  i f  n e c e s s a r y )

P r e p a r e d  b y :  
D i v i s i o n :  A d

A p p r o v e d  b y  C o m m i s s i o n e r  
A g e n c y :  P u b l i c  S a f e t y

i s t r a t i v e  S e r v i c e s

Art

P h o n e :
D a t e :

4 6 5 - 4 3 3 6

D i s t r i b u t i o n  ( b y  p r e p a r e r ) :  
L e g i s l a t i v e  F i n a n c e  
L e g i s l a t i v e  S p o n s o r  
R e q u e s t o r
O f f i c e  o f  M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  B u d g e t  
I m p a c t e d  A g e n c y ( i e s )
S e n a t e  S e c r e t a r y

p a g e  1_  o f  1



P T A T P  r \ T ?  A T  A C  V  ASTATE OF ALASKA 
1988 LEG ISLA T IVE  SESSION

REQUEST:______________________

BILL VERSION : CSHB 296 (HESS) 
PUBLISH DATE :  __

s m
y ■:

FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date: January 20, 1988________
Title : "Aii Act r e l a t i n g  to v i c t i m s  of
cr im e . . . 11_____________________________

Sponsor : R ep resenta t ive  Donley_____
Requestor: House HESS__________________

Agency Affected: Department o f  Law
BRU : Prosecut ion_____________________

Components • F i r s t ,  Second, Third and 
Fourth J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t s ___________

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 88 FY89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

231.9 238.9 246.1 253.5 261.1
- 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -

24.4 25.1 25 .9 26.7 27.5
10.8 11.1 11.4 11.7 12.1

- 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -

TOTAL OPERATING 267.1 275.1 283.4 291.9 300.7

CAPfTAL

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL

267.1 275.1 283.4 291.9 300.7

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

4 4 4 4 4
4 4 4 4 4-

ANALYSIS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)

P lease  see  a t tached  a n a l y s i s .

Prepared by: Richard I .  Pegues y  D irec tor___________
Division : A dminis trat ive  S e r v i c e s ^ ________ /_____

465-3672
Date: _ January 20, 1988

Date: _ January 20, 1988
Department o f  LawAgency: _

Distribution (by preparer): • 
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies) page 0!



CONTINUATION of FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS
For Bill/Resolution No. CSHE 296 (HESS)

/

The proposed committee substitute for this bill amends exist­
ing law to require, among other things, that prosecuting attorneys pro­

vide certain information to the victims of crime, in three important 
respects.

In Section 6, the bill requires that prosecutors serve written
notice upon a victim of the victim's right to appear and participate at

hearings to establish aggravators or mitigators to be considered by a 
court in the sentencing of defendants for crimes against victims. This 
particular circumstance arises in most felony trials.

In Section 9, the bill requires, that upon the request of a 
victim of a crime, prosecuting attorneys shall: (1) confer with the
victim of crime before the selection of the jury and the trial of the

defendant; and (2) after trial notify the victim of the defendant's 
conviction and the crimes for which the defendant was convicted, includ­
ing advising the victim of the victim's right to make an oral or written 
statement in preparation of the defendant's presentence report and sen­
tencing, and advising the victim of the victim's right to appear person­

ally or by counsel at the defendant's presentence hearing to present a 
written or oral statement, and advising the victim of the address and 
telephone number of the office preparing the presentence report, and 
advising of the time and place of sentencing.

Finally, Section 9, would require that prosecuting attorneys 
notify the victim in writing of the final disposition of the case within 
30 days after final disposition of the case. The requirements of flec­
tion 9 would apply to both felony and misdemeanor crimes. It also 
appears that notification of final disposition would be required at both 
the trial and appellate levels.

Currently, of the 18,000 new criminal matters handled by the 
department each year, about 3,000 felony cases and 4,000 misdemeanor 
cases involve crimes- having a victim. Many of the felony cases have 
multiple victims. Moreover, in cases where the victim has died, :Ls a 
minor, or is incapacitated, the term victim includes a spouse, parent, 
child, brother, sister, aunt, uncle, parent-in-law, brother-in-law, 
sister-in-law, or legal guardian of the victim. Consequently, a sub­
stantial amount of new work must be undertaken by all of the depart­

ment's prosecution offices in order to satisfy the requirements of the 
bill. Most of this work would be handled by paralegals and legal secre­
taries, except for the requirement for prosecutors to confer with vic­
tims before the selection of a jury. Where the victim is to be a wit­
ness the requirement for attorneys to confer with victims will not cause 
additional work. Where victims are not witnesses this requirement could 
consume several hundred hours of the limited attorney time that is now, 
and will be available in the future.

2 . 4
page  ol ----



CONTINUATION of FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS

For Bill/Resolution No. CSHB 296 (HESS)

The requirements of the bill, for literally thousands of 
notices, and numerous subsequent requests for assistance and further 

information, will place an enormous burden on a reduced prosecution 
support staff that simply cannot be borne without additional staff 
resources. This is particularly true in smaller offices where, in FY 
1989, clerical support will be very thin. And it is also an important 

consideration in the state's two largest prosecution offices, because of 
their overwhelming caseloads.

It will therefore be necessary to add part-time clerical 
assistance at Ketchikan, Kotzebue, Sitka, and Kodiak. A full-time para­
legal and a full-time legal secretary would be added in Anchorage, and a 
.full-time paralegal and a full-time legal secretary would be added in 
Fairbanks, because of the large number of cases at these locations, 
including major felonies with multiple victims. All of these locations 
■suffered support staff reductions in FY 1988.

In addition to the fiscal impact expected by the Department of 
Law, this bill could have substantial fiscal impact on the Department of 
Corrections and, to a lesser impact, the Department of Health and Social 
Services. These departments should be contacted for their comments.

Section 4 covers notification to victims of changes in the 
status of offenders committed to the custody of the commissioner of 

health and social services. The.proposed section divides the responsi­
bility for giving notice to victims between the commissioner of health 
and social services, the attorney general, or the prosecutor. Because 

offenders committed under AS 12.47 are in the custody of the commis­
sioner of health and social services, responsibility for giving notice 
should reside with the commissioner.

The granting of rights to victims to participate personally or 
by counsel in aggravation or mitigation proceedings, sentencing pro­
ceedings and parole board meetings, as proposed by Sections 8 and 10, 
will result in more and lengthier hearings being held. Although the 
cost of this result is not quantifiable, some additional cost to the

courts, prosecutors, public defenders, public advocates, connections,
and the parole board will undoubtedly occur.

Lastly, the Department of Law is greatly concerned with the 
part of Secion 8 that would give victims the right to access police
reports related to the case in which the victim was involved. These
reports often contain information that is provided confidentially by 
members of the general public and by confidential informants. The 
reports may also include unverified information and information that is 
unverifiable. Release of these reports would discourage people from 

coming forward with information about a crime, could expose confidential 
police sources and, in some cases, result in the disemination of infor­
mation that is incorrect or cannot be proven.

3 . 4
page   ot ____



CONTINUATION of FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS
For Bill/Resolution N'n.CSHB 296 (HESS)

F i s c a l  Summary -  CSHB 296 (HESS)

Pers .  Svcs.  Contractual  Su pp l ie s  Tota l

Anchorage
P a ra leg a l  A ss t .  I I ,  PFT 

Anchorage .
Legal  S ecre tary  I ,  PFT 

Fairbanks
Para leg a l  A s s t .  I I ,  PFT 

Fairbanks
Legal Secre tary  I ,  PFT 

Kodiak
Legal S ecre tary  I ,  PFT 

Ketchikan
Legal S ecre tary  I ,  PPT 

Kotzebue
Legal Secre tary  I ,  PPT 

Sitka
Legal S ecre tary  I ,  PPT

231.9  24 .4  10.8  267.1

43 .9  4 .1  1 .8  49 .8

32 .1  4 .1  . 1 .8  38.0

49 .9  4 .1  1 .8  55.8

35 .6  4 .1  1 .8  41 .5

17.3  2 .0  0 .9  20.2

16 .0  2 . 0  0 .9  18.9

2 0 .6  2 .0  0 .9  23.5

16 .5  2 .0  0 .9  19.4

Costs beyond FY 89 in c lu d e  a 3 percent  annual i n f l a t i o n  f a c t o r .



Pos it ion  T it le  

I' imc Status
P ara lega l  A s s i s t a n t  I I  

Sta f f  M onths

No. of Positions
1

Range/Step
I6A

Darg. Unit
GGU

PFT ___________
F I8 5 1 1 3  P H

12
L o ca tio n

Fairbanks
n icc t io n  Distr ict

19/20A/21
i..:

Type of Expenditure Amount
1 2 3

Salary 37,356 '• '
Dcncfils 12.580
Premium Pay
Oilier

Tolal Personal Services \'.V • ?; 49,936
Travel -0-
Contractual 4.100
Commodities 1,800
Equipment -0-
Other

Tolal Cost 55,836

Funding Source for Tota l  Cost

Federal Receipts 1002

G. F. Match 1003
General Fund 1004
G F  Program  Receipts 1005

Other

55,836

Ju s t i f i c a t io n

This f u l l - t i m e  p o s i t i o n  i s  needed to provide for  
the v i c t i m  n o t i f i c a t i o n  and l i a i s o n  requirements  
of  CSHB 296. Written n o t i c e  o f  a v i c t i m ' s  r i g h t s  
to p a r t i c i p a t e  in  a g g r a v a t io n / m i t ig a t io n  h ea r in g s ,  
to provide  o ra l  and w r i t t e n  sta tements  in respect  
to presentence  r e p o r t s ,  and n o t i c e  of  f i n a l  d i s ­
p o s i t i o n  in  s e v e r a l  thousand cr im inal  t r i a l s ,  w i l l  
cause a s u b s t a n t i a l  a d d i t io n a l  workload for  the  
s t a t e ' s  p rosecut ion  support s t a f f .

A l l o c a t i o n  to  the P a ra leg a l  A s s i s t a n t  c l a s s  i s  
recommended because of  the major f e lo n y  cases  
handled by the p o s i t i o n .

Request For 
New Position

Agency
DRU

Component

Department o f  Law

' Prosecut ion

Fourth J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t
Page 1 o f  8

Revised Dale 1/20/88

FY 89

& E



Posiliosi Title _  . . .P a r a l e g a l  A s s i s t a n t  I I No. of Positions 
1

Range/Step
16A

Dare. Unit
GGU

time Status
PFT

Staff Months
12

Location
A n c h o r a g e

Election District 
8/9/10/11/12/13

v i j ’y!; v s ? * * . Ju s t i f ic a t io n

T y p e  o f  Expenditure A m ount

1 2 3
Salary • 32.424
Benefi ts L I , 487
Prem ium  Pay
Other

T ola l  Personal  Services 43,91! . .
T ravel -0-
C ontrac tual 4,100
C o m m o d i t ie s 1,800
Equipm ent
Oilier

T o la l  Cost 49,811
' V. :■ v ■’ % ■ - V .

Funding Source  for Tolal  Cost

Federal Receipts 10 0 2
G. F. M atch 1003
General Fund 1004 49,811
G F  Program Receipts 100 5

Other

This f u l l - t i m e  p o s i t i o n  i s  needed to provide for  
the v ic t im  n o t i f i c a t i o n  and l i a i s o n  requirements  
o f  CSHB 296. Written n o t i c e  of  a v i c t i m ' s  r i g h t s  
to p a r t i c i p a t e  in  a g g r a v a t io n /m i t ig a t io n  h ear ings ,  
to provide o r a l  and w r i t t e n  s ta tements  in resp ect  
to presentence  r e p o r t s ,  and n o t i c e  of  f i n a l  d i s ­
p o s i t i o n  in  s e v e r a l  thousand cr im in a l  t r i a l s ,  w i l l  
cause a s u b s t a n t i a l  a d d i t io n a l  workload for the 
s t a t e ' s  prosecut ion  support s t a f f .

A l lo c a t i o n ,  to the Para lega l  A s s i s t a n t  c l a s s  i s  
recommended because o f  the major fe lon y  cases  
handled by the p o s i t i o n .

Request For
New Posi t ion

Agency

nnu
Component

Department o f  Law

Prosecut ion

Third J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t

FY 89
Page 2 o f  8
Revised Dale 1 / 2 0 / 8 8



Position T it le No. o f  Posit ions R an g e /S te p Barg. Unit
Legal Secretary  1 1 10B GCU

T im e Status S la t r  M onths L o ca t io n Election District
PFT 12 Anchorage 8 /9 / 1 0 / 1 1 / 1 2 / 1 3

V
■ ■ ■ ■ ;  ■

Ty p e  o f  Expenditure Amount
I 2 3

.Salary 22,716

c  . v . r -  .

Benefi ts 9,334
Premium Pay
Other

Tola l  Personal Services 32,050
' t rave l -0-
C ontrac tual 4,100
Com m orli l ics 1,800
Equipment
Other r

T ota l  Cost 37,950

Funding Source  for Tolal Cost

Federal Receipts 10 0 2
G. F. M atch ' 1003
General Fund 1004 37,950
G F Program Receipts 1005

Other

Ju s t i f i c a t io n

This f u l l - t i m e  p o s i t i o n  i s  needed to provide for  
the v ic t im  n o t i f i c a t i o n  and l i a i s o n  requirements  
of  CSHB 296. Written n o t i c e  of  a v i c t i m ' s  r i g h t s  
to p a r t i c i p a t e  in  a g g r a v a t io n /m it ig a t io n  h ear ings ,  
to provide o ra l  and w r i t t e n  s ta tements  in respect  
to presentence  r e p o r t s ,  and n o t i c e  o f  f i n a l  d i s ­
p o s i t i o n  in s e v e r a l  thousand cr iminal t r i a l s ,  w i l l  
cause a s u b s t a n t i a l  a d d i t io n a l  workload for  the 
s t a t e ' s  p rosecu t ion  support s t a f f .

A l lo c a t i o n  to the Legal Secre tary I c l a s s  i s  
recommended because of  the large  amount o f  w r i t ten  
n o t i c e  to be handled,  and the need to provide  
accu rate ,  t imely  case scheduling  information to 

. v i c t i m s .

Request For
New Posit ion

Agency

ORU

Component

Department of  Law

Prosecut ion Page 3 of 8
Third J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t Revised Dale 1/20/88
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Posit ion  T it le
Legal Secre tary I

No. o f  Posit ion!  
1

R a n g e /S te p
103

Darg. Unit
C G U

Tim e Stains

P F T

Sta f f  Months

12
L o ca tio n

Fairbanks
Elec t ion  Distr ict  
1 9 /20A/21

T y p e  o f  Expenditure A m ount

1 2 3
Salarv 25,620 ■;
b e n e f i t s 9.978

. . . .  ^

Prem ium  Pay
Other Mi- :;K

T ota l  Personal Services 35,598
Travel - 0 -
Contrac tual 4,100
C o m m o d i t ie s 1,800
Equipment - 0 -
Ulhcr

T o la l  Cost 41.498

Funding Source  for Total Cost

Federal  Receipts 100 2
G. F. Match ' 1003
General Fund 1004 41,498
G F  Program  Receipts 100 5

Other

Ju s t i f i c a t io n

This f u l l - t i m e  p o s i t i o n  i s  needed to provide for  
the v ic t im  n o t i f i c a t i o n  and l i a i s o n  requirements  
of  CSHB 296. Written n o t i c e  o f  a v i c t i m ' s  r i g h t s  
to p a r t i c i p a t e  in  a g g r a v a t io n / m i t ig a t io n  h ea r ing s ,  
to provide o ra l  and w r i t t e n  s ta tem en ts  in respect  
to presentence  r e p o r t s ,  and n o t i c e  of  f i n a l  d i s ­
p o s i t i o n  in  s e v e r a l  thousand cr im ina l  t r i a l s ,  w i l l  
cause a s u b s t a n t i a l  a d d i t io n a l  workload fo r  the 
s t a t e ' s  prosecut ion  support s t a f f .

A l lo c a t i o n  to the Legal S ecre tary  I c l a s s  i s  
recommended because o f  the large  amount of  w r i t ten  
n o t i c e  to be handled,  and the need to provide  
a ccu ra te ,  t im ely  case  sch ed u l ing  information to 

• v i c t i m s .

Request For
New Posit ion

Agency
MRU

Component

Department of  Law

Prosecut ion

Fourth J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t

FY 89
I <’aBc 4 o f  8
1 Revised Dale
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Position Title
Legal Secretary I

No. of Positions
• 1

Range/Step
10B

Darg. Unit
GGU

Time Status

PPT

Staff Mouths

1 2

L o ca t io n

Ketchikan—

Election District
1

• . :: t- «: V:  $ M ■: :
Type of Expenditure Amount

1 2 3
Salary • 11.358 y : :  ■' '■ • V .
Benefits 4.667

T v  :. >■ / |Premium Pay
Other : ■■ ■

Total Personal Services 16,025
Travel -0-
Contractual 2,000
Commodities 900
Equipment -0-
Ulhcr

Total Cost .......18,925 .,,

Funding Source  for Tolal  Cost

Federal Receipts 1002

(T  F. Match 1003
General l:und 1004
GF Program Receipts 100 5  

Other

J u s t i f i c a l io n

This part - t ime p o s i t i o n  i s  needed to provide for  
the v i c t i m  n o t i f i c a t i o n  and l i a i s o n  requirements  
of  CSHB 296. Written n o t i c e  o f  a v i c t i m ' s  r i g h t s  
to p a r t i c i p a t e  in a g g r a v a t io n / m i t ig a t io n  h ear in gs ,  
to provide o ra l  and w r i t t e n  s ta tem ents  in  re sp ec t  
to presentence  r e p o r t s ,  and n o t i c e  of  f i n a l  d i s ­
p o s i t i o n  in  s e v e r a l  thousand cr im in a l  t r i a l s ,  w i l l  
cause a s u b s t a n t i a l  a d d i t io n a l  workload fo r  the 
s t a t e ' s  p rosecut ion  support s t a f f .

A l lo c a t i o n  to the Legal Secre tary  I c l a s s  i s  
recommended because o f  the la r g e  amount of  w r i t t en  
n o t i c e  to be handled,  and the need to provide  
accu ra te ,  t im ely  case sch ed u l ing  in form at ion  to 
v i c t i m s .

Reques t  For
New Posi t ion

Agency

BRU

Component

Department o f  Law

Prosecut ion

F i r s t  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t
Page 5 o f  8
Revised Date 1 / 2 0 / 8 8

FY 89



Pos it ion  T it le

T ime Status
Legal Secre tary  I

PPT
S ta ff  M o n th s

12
■ f t -  ? ' # ) ■' : •

No. o f  Posit ions 
1

R a n g e /S te p
10B

L o ca t io n

Kodiak

Darg. Unit
GGU

n icc l ion  District  

27
J u s t i f ic a t io n

T y p e  o f  Expenditure Am ount

1 2 3
Salary 12.432 &  . . . . . • : £ • £ .  ;• . ; .v v ...

B enef i ts 4,905
Prem ium  Pay
Other

Tola l  Personal  Serv ices ;V  ■ *. 4v i 17,337
T rave l - 0 -
C ontrac tua l 2,000
C o m m o d i t ie s 900
Equipm ent - 0 -
Oilier

T o la l  Cost 20,237

Funding Source  for Tolal Cost

Federal Receipts 10 0 2
G. F. Match 10 0 3
General Fund 1004 20.237
G F  Program  Receipts 100 5

O ther

Request For 
New Position

Agency

DRU

Component

Department or Law

This p art - t im e  p o s i t i o n  i s  needed to provide for  
the v i c t i m  n o t i f i c a t i o n  and l i a i s o n  requirements  
of  CSHB 296. Written n o t i c e  o f  a v i c t i m ' s  r i g h t s  
to p a r t i c i p a t e  in  a g g r a v a t io n /m i t ig a t io n  h e a r in g s ,  
to provide o r a l  and w r i t t e n  sta tements  in  respec t  
to presentence  r e p o r t s ,  and n o t ic e  of  f i n a l  d i s ­
p o s i t i o n  in  s e v e r a l  thousand cr im ina l  t r i a l s ,  w i l l  
cause a s u b s t a n t i a l  a d d i t io n a l  workload for  the 
s t a t e ' s  p rosecu t ion  support s t a f f .

A l lo c a t i o n  to the Legal Secretary  I c l a s s  i s  
recommended because o f  the large amount o f  w r i t t e n  
n o t i c e  to  be handled,  and the need to provide  
accu ra te ,  t im e ly  case  scheduling informat ion  to 
v i c t i m s .

Prosecut ion

Third J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t
Page 6  of
Revised Dale 1/20/88

FY 89
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Position Title , „Legax Secretary  I
No. of Positions 

1
Range/Step

10B
Barg. Unit

GGU
Time Slulus

PPT
Staff Months

12
Location

Kotzebue
Election District 

22

Type of Expenditure Amount
I 2 3

Salary • 15,108 ■ ■
Benefits 5,498
Premium Pay , '
Other Vi  '

Total Personal Services 20,606
Travel • -0-
Contractual 2,000
Commodities 900
Equipment
Other

Tolal Cost 23,506

Funding Source for Tolal Cost
Federal Receipts 1002
G. F. Match 1003
General Fund 1004 23,506
GF Program Receipts 1005
Other

Justification

This p art - t im e p o s i t i o n  i s  needed to provide for  
the v ic t im  n o t i f i c a t i o n  and l i a i s o n  requirements  
of  CSHB 296. Written n o t i c e  of  a v i c t i m ' s  r i g h t s  
to p a r t i c i p a t e  in  a g g r a v a t io n / m i t ig a t io n  hear ings ,  
to provide o r a l  and w r i t t e n  s ta tem ents  in  respect  
to presentence  r e p o r t s ,  and n o t i c e  of  f i n a l  d i s ­
p o s i t i o n  in  s e v e r a l  thousand cr im in a l  t r i a l s ,  w i l l  
cause a s u b s t a n t i a l  a d d i t i o n a l  workload for  the 
s t a t e ' s  p rosecu t ion  support s t a f f .

A l lo c a t io n  to  the Legal Secre tary  I c l a s s  i s  
recommended because of  the large  amount of  w r i t ten  
n o t i c e  to be handled,  and the need to provide  
accurate ,  t im e ly  case  sched u l in g  information to  

• v i c t i m s .

Reques t  For
New Posi t ion

Ag e n c y

IJRU

C o m p o n e n t

Department o f  Law FY 89
Prosecut ion Page 7 of 8
Second J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t Revised  Dale 1/20/88



Position Title
Legal Secretary I

No. of Positions
1

Range/Step
10B

Darg. Unit
CGU

Time Status

PPT

Staff Months

1 2

L o ca tio n

Sitka

: i .

Election District

3

■ m
T y p e  o f  Expenditure A m ount

1 2 3
Salarv • 11,730

• • . : ■< /• 
v'X':;V-:V :• V..: -

Benefi ts 4,750
Premium Pay
Oilier

T ola l  Personal  Serv ices --vX-;- ■: v 'v ' /v^ 16.480
Travel -0-
Contrac tual 2,000
C o m m o d i t ie s 900
Equipment
Oilier "

T o ta l  Cost 19,380

Funding Source  for Tota l  Cost

l:e(leral Receipts 1002

G. I-. Match 1003
General Fund 1004
G F Program Receipts  1 0 0 5  

Oilier

19,380

J u s t i f i c a t io n

This part- t im e p o s i t i o n  i s  needed to provide  for  
the v i c t i m  n o t i f i c a t i o n  and l i a i s o n  requirements  
of  CSHB 296. Written n o t i c e  of  a v i c t i m ' s  r i g h t s  
to p a r t i c i p a t e  in  a g g ra v a t io n /m i t ig a t io n  h e a r in g s ,  
to provide o r a l  and w r i t t e n  sta tements  in resp ect  
to presentence  r e p o r t s ,  and n o t i c e  of  f i n a l  d i s ­
p o s i t i o n  in  s e v e r a l  thousand cr iminal t r i a l s ,  w i l l  
cause a s u b s t a n t i a l  a d d i t io n a l  workload for  the 
s t a t e ' s  prosecut ion  support s t a f f .

A l lo c a t i o n  to the Legal Secre tary  I c l a s s  i s  
recommended because of  the large  amount of  w r i t t en  
n o t i c e  to be handled,  and the need to provide  
accu ra te ,  t im ely  case scheduling  information to  
v ic t i m s .

Request For
New Posi t ion

Ag e nc y

BRU

C o m p o n e n t

Department o f  Law

Prosecut ion

F ir s t  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t
Page 8 of 8
Revised Dale . J / 2 Q / 8 8
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STATE OF ALASKA 1987 LEG ISLA T IVE  SESSION  
F ISCAL NOTE

RFQ U F.ST:________________________________

Revision Date:____________________________
Tide: "An Act r e l a t i n g  to v i c t i m s  of

c r i m e . . . " ___________________________________________
Sponsor: R ep res en ta t iv e  Donley______
Requestor: R e p res en ta t iv e  Donlev______

B il l  Vers ion : HB 296________
Publish Date : ________________

Agency Affected: Department o f  Law 
BRU: P ro s ec u t io n ________________

Components : F i r s t ,  Second, Third and 
Fourth J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t s

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands ofDoIlars)
O P ER A T IN G FY  87 F Y  88 FY  89 FY  90 F Y  91 F Y  92

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND &. STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

232.4 239.4 246.6 254.0 261.6
-0- -0- -0- -0-

24.4 25.1 25.9 26.7 27.5
10.8 11.1 11.4 11.7 12.1
-0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

•

T O T A L  O PERA T IN G 267.6 275.6 283.9 292.4 301.2

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL

267.6 275.6 283.9 292.4 301.2

1

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME 4 • 4 4 4 4
PART-TIME 4 4 4 4 4
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)

P l e a s e  see  a t ta ch ed  a n a l y s i s .

£ . d J  Pi
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Division : A dm in is tra t iv e  S e r v i c e s ________________________  Date:

Approved by Commissioner: Grace Berg S c h a ib le ,  A ttv .  Gen. Date:
Agency : Department of  Law________________

Distribution (by preparer):
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget ,
Impacted Agency(ies) PaSe   of
Senate Secretary
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C ONTIN U A TIO N  of FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS

For Bill/Resolution No. HB

This b i l l  amends e x i s t i n g  law to r e q u ir e ,  among o th er  t h i n g s ,  
th at  p ro s e c u t in g  a t t o r n e y s  provide  c e r t a i n  in form at ion  to the v i c t i m s  o f  
crime,  in  three  important r e s p e c t s .

In S e c t io n  5 ,  the b i l l  r e q u ir e s  th a t  p r o s e c u to r s  serv e  w r i t t e n  
n o t i c e  upon a v i c t i m  o f  the v i c t i m ' s  r i g h t  to  appear and p a r t i c i p a t e  at: 
h e a r in g s  to e s t a b l i s h  aggravators  or m i t i g a t o r s  to be c o n s id e r e d  by a 
court  in  the s e n te n c in g  of  defendants  fo r  cr imes  a g a in s t  v i c t i m s .  This  
p a r t i c u l a r  c ircumstance  a r i s e s  in  most f e l o n y  t r i a l s .

In S e c t i o n  8 ,  the b i l l  r e q u i r e s ,  th a t  upon the r e q u e s t  o f  a 
v i c t i m  o f  a cr ime,  p r o s e c u t in g  a t t o r n e y s  s h a l l :  (1)  c o n fe r  w i t h  the
v i c t i m  o f  crime b e fo re  the s e l e c t i o n  o f  the  jury  and the t r i a l  o f  the  
defendant;  and (2)  a f t e r  t r i a l  n o t i f y  the  v i c t i m  o f  the defendant's :  
c o n v i c t i o n  and th e  crimes  fo r  which the  defendant was c o n v i c t e d ,  
in c l u d i n g  a d v i s in g  the v i c t i m  of the v i c t i m ' s  r i g h t  to make an o r a l  or  
w r i t t e n  statement in  p rep ara t ion  o f  the  d e f e n d a n t ' s  p r e s e n te n c e  r e p o r t  
and s e n t e n c in g ,  and a d v i s in g  the v i c t i m  o f  the  address  and telephone,  
number o f  the o f f i c e  preparing  the p r e s e n te n c e  r e p o r t ,  and a d v i s i n g  of  
the t ime and p lace  o f  s e n te n c in g .

F i n a l l y ,  S e c t io n  8 ,  would r eq u ir e  th at  p r o s e c u t in g  a t t o r n e y s  
n o t i f y  the v i c t i m  in  w r i t i n g  o f  the f i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  the case  within.  
30 days a f t e r  f i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  the c a s e .  The requ irem ents  of
S e c t io n  8 would apply to both f e lo n y  and misdemeanor cr im es .  I t  a l s o  
appears th at  n o t i f i c a t i o n  o f  f i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  would be requ ired  a t  both 
the t r i a l  and a p p e l l a t e  l e v e l s .

C urren t ly ,  o f  the 18,000  new c r i m in a l  m atters  handled by the 
department each y e a r ,  about 3 ,000  f e l o n y  c a s e s  and 4 ,000  misdemeanor  
c a s e s  i n v o l v e  crimes  having a v i c t i m .  Many o f  the f e l o n y  c a s e s  have 
m u l t i p l e  v i c t i m s .  Moreover,  in  c a s e s  where the v i c t i m  has d i e d ,  i s  a. 
minor,  or i s  i n c a p a c i t a t e d ,  the term v i c t i m  i n c l u d e s  a sp ouse ,  p a r e n t ,  
c h i l d ,  b r o th e r ,  s i s t e r ,  au nt ,  u n c l e ,  p a r e n t - i n - l a w ,  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ,  
s i s t e r - i n - l a w ,  or l e g a l  guardian o f  the v i c t i m .  C onsequ en t ly ,  a 
s u b s t a n t i a l  amount o f  new work must be undertaken by a l l  o f  the
departm ent 's  p r o s e c u t io n  o f f i c e s  in  order  to  s a t i s f y  the requir ements  of  
the b i l l .  Most o f  t h i s  work would be handled by p a r a l e g a l s  and l e g a l  
s e c r e t a r i e s ,  except  fo r  the requirement fo r  p r o s e c u to r s  to c o n fe r  with  
v i c t i m s  b e fo r e  the s e l e c t i o n  o f  a ju r y .  Where the v i c t i m  i s  to  be a 
w i t n e s s  the requirement for  a t to r n e y s  to c o n fe r  with  v i c t i m s  w i l l  not  
cause a d d i t i o n a l  work. Where v i c t i m s  are not  w i t n e s s e s  t h i s  requirement  
could  consume s e v e r a l  hundred hours of  the l i m i t e d  a t to r n e y  t ime t h a t  i s
now, and w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  in  the fu tu r e .

Reductions in  the c r im in a l  d i v i s i o n ' s  budget s l a t e d  f o r  FY 
1988 w i l l  cause  the l o s s  o f  a t  l e a s t  18 f u l l - t i m e  p a r a l e g a l  and c l e r i c a l  
support p o s i t i o n s ,  and t h i s  l o s s  may be as grea t  as 21 p o s i t i o n s ,  or 
more. Although e x i s t i n g  p ro secu to r  support p erson n e l  w i l l  drop by

page ? o f  4.



C O N T IN U A T IO N  of FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS 

F or  Bill/Resolution No. HB 296

n ear ly  20 p e r c e n t ,  there  w i l l  not  be a correspo.nding drop in  the  
workload handled by p r o s e c u t io n  o f f i c e s .  The requirements  o f  the b i l l ,  
for  l i t e r a l l y  thousands o f  n o t i c e s ,  and numerous subsequent r e q u e s t s  f o r  
a s s i s t a n c e  and f u r th e r  in fo r m a t io n ,  w i l l  p la c e  an enormous burden on a 
reduced p r o s e c u t io n  support  s t a f f  th a t  simply  cannot be borne w i th o u t  
a d d i t i o n a l  s t a f f  r e s o u r c e s .  This  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  true  i n  s m a l l e r  
o f f i c e s  where,  in  FY 1988,  c l e r i c a l  support w i l l  be v e r y  t h i n ,  or  
n o n e x i s t a n t .  And i t  i s  a l s o  an important  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  in  th e  s t a t e ' s  
two l a r g e s t  p ro s e c u t io n  o f f i c e s ,  because o f  t h e i r  overwhelming  
c a s e lo a d s .

I t  w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  be n e c e s s a r y  to  add back i n  p a r t - t i m e  
c l e r i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  a t  B e t h e l ,  Ketchikan,  Kotzebue,  and S i t k a  t h a t  has  
been d e l e t e d  in  th e  FY 88 budget .  F u l l - t i m e  c l e r i c a l  support  w i l l  be  
needed a t  Barrow, which under current  budget red u c t io n  p la n s  w i l l  l o s e  
both o f  i t s  support p o s i t i o n s ,  a p a r a l e g a l  and a l e g a l  s e c r e t a r y .  A 
f u l l - t i m e  p a r a le g a l  and a f u l l - t i m e  l e g a l  s e c r e t a r y  would be added back  
in  fo r  Anchorage,  and a f u l l - t i m e  p a r a l e g a l  added back i n  f o r  F a irbank s ,  
because o f  the  l a r g e  number o f  c a s e s  a t  th ese  l o c a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  major  
f e l o n i e s  w ith  m u l t i p l e  v i c t i m s .

p a g e  L  of



C O N T IN U A T IO N  of FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS

F o r  B i l l / R e s o l u t i o n  No .  H3 296

F i s c a l  Summary -  HB 296

P er s .  Svcs .  C ontractua l  S u p p l i e s  T o ta l

Anchorage
P a r a l e g a l  A s s t .  I I ,  PFT 4 2 .7  4 .1  ■ 1 .8  4 8 . 6

Anchorage
Legal  S e c r e ta r y  I ,  PFT 3 0 .9  4 .1  1 .8  3 6 .8

Fairbanks
P a r a l e g a l  A ss t .  I I ,  PFT 4 8 .7  4 .1  1 .8  5 4 . 6

u
Barrow
Legal S e c r e ta r y  I ,  PFT 4 0 . 0  4 .1  1 .8  4 5 . 9

Beth e l
Legal S e c r e ta r y  I ,  PFT 18 .8  2 . 0  0 . 9  2 1 .7

Ketchikan
Legal S e c r e ta r y  I ,  PPT 15 .4  2 . 0  0 . 9  18 .3

Kotzebue
Legal S e c r e ta r y  I ,  PPT 2 0 .0  2 .0  0 . 9  2 2 .9

S i tk a
Legal S e c r e ta r y  I ,  PPT 15 .9  2 .0  0 . 9  18 .8

2 3 2 .4  2 4 .4  10 .8  2 6 7 .6

Costs  beyond FY 88 in c l u d e  a 3 percent  annual i n f l a t i o n  f a c t o r .
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Position Title
Parale g a l  A s s i s t a n t  II

No. of Positions 
1

Rangc/Slcp
16A

Darg, Unit
GGU

Time Stains
PFT

.Staff Months
12

Location
Fairbanks

Flection District
19/20A/21

■ ' ;

Type of Fxpcndilufc Amount
1 2 3

Salary 37,596
• ' •• v-Benefits 11.106

Premium Pay .
Other

Tolal Personal Services 68,700
Travel -0-
Contractual -D* O o

Commodities 1,800
Lquipmcnt -0-
Utlicr

Total Cosl 56,600
• • '• • . i S i : V<•'iS Si SV.

Fund ing  S o u rce  fo r  T o la l  Cost

Federal  Receip ts 1002

G. F .  M alch 1003
G en era l  Fund 100/1

l-A Receip ts 1006
CIP R cccip ls 1061

Oilier

56,600

if:;:: |  ;M

i p p i l

it:-:'
i

¥

Justification
Thi's f u l l - t i m e  p o s i t i o n  i s  needed to provide  for  
the v i c t i m  n o t i f i c a t i o n  and l i a i s o n  requirements  
o f  HB 296. Written n o t i c e  o f  a v i c t i m ' s  r i g h t s  to  
p a r t i c i p a t e  in  a g g r a v a t i o n / m i t i g a t i o n  h e a r i n g s ,  to  
provide  o r a l  and w r i t t e n  s ta tem en ts  in  r e s p e c t  to  
p resen ten ce  r e p o r t s ,  and n o t i c e  o f  f i n a l  d i s ­
p o s i t i o n  in  s e v e r a l  thousand c r im in a l  t r i a l s ,  w i l l  
cause a s u b s t a n t i a l  a d d i t i o n a l  workload fo r  the  
s t a t e ' s  p r o s e c u t io n  support  s t a f f .

A l l o c a t i o n  to the P a r a l e g a l  A s s i s t a n t  c l a s s  i s  
recommended because o f  the major f e lo n y  c a s e s  
handled by the p o s i t i o n .

Reques t  F o r
New  Pos i t ion

Agency
B R U

Component

D e p a r t m e n t  of h a w

Prosecut ion

Fourth J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t
Page 1 o f  8
R ev ised  Dole
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Position Title
P a r a le g a l  Assistant:  I I

No. of Positions
1

Range/Step
16A

Darg. Unit
GGU

Time Status

PFT

Slalf Months

12

L o c a l io a

Anchorage
Election District

8/9/10/11/12/13

m m

F und ing  S ource  for T o la l  C os t

Federal Receipts 1002

G. F. M atch 1003
Genera l  Fund 100-1

I-A Receipts 1006
C IP  R eceip ts 1061

Other

V: i-iix < :V>' -:'X v t W

I  1 1 1

Type of Expenditure Amount
1 2 3

Salary 32,426 -

Benefits 10.276
Premium Pay .
Other ; .

Tolal Personal Services '  ' 42,700
Travel -0-
Contractual 4,100
Commodities 1,800
Equipment
O ther

Tolal Cost 48,600
> x V * v ' . v  •

68 ,600

J u s t i f i c a t io n

This f u l l - t i m e  p o s i t i o n  I s  needed to provide for  
the v i c t i m  n o t i f i c a t i o n  and l i a i s o n  requirements  
of  HB 296. Written n o t i c e  of  a v i c t i m ' s  r i g h t s  to 
p a r t i c i p a t e  in  a g g r a v a t i o n / m i t i g a t i o n  h e a r i n g s ,  to  
provide o r a l  and w r i t t e n  s ta tem ents  in r e s p ec t  to 
p resen ten ce  r e p o r t s ,  and n o t i c e  o f  f i n a l  d i s ­
p o s i t i o n  in  s e v e r a l  thousand cr im in a l  t r i a l s ,  w i l l  
cause a s u b s t a n t i a l  a d d i t i o n a l  workload for the  
s t a t e ' s  p r o s e c u t io n  support s t a f f .

A l l o c a t i o n  to the P a r a le g a l  A s s i s t a n t  c l a s s  i s  
recommended because  o f  the major f e lo n y  c a s e s  
handled by the p o s i t i o n .

Reques t  Fo r
New Pos i t ion

Agency

EIRU

Com})oncnt

l #
Department o f  Law

Prosecut ion

Third J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t
Page of  8
Revised  D ate
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Position Title
Legal Secretary I

No. of Positions
1

Range/Step
10B

Darg. Unit
GGU

Time Status

PFT

Staff Months

1 2

L o c a t io n

Anchorage
Election District

8/9/10/11/12/13

■ • '! ■ ; . ' ' ■/ ■ - ■ ■ ■ . .
Type of Expenditure Amount

1 2 3
Salary • 22.716
Benefits 00 CO

. •/ v v ■. ./ • .. • •............

Premium Pay
Other

Total Personal Services 30.900
Travel -0-
Contractual 4,100
Commodities 1,800
Equipment
Other

Total Cost 36.800
:,>*V . -

F unding  S ource  for T o ta l  Cost

Federal Receipts 1002

G. F. M atch 1003
G enera l  Fund I 00d
l -A  Receipts 1006
C IP  Receipts 1061
O th e r

36.800

J u s t i f i c a t io n

This  f u l l - t i m e  p o s i t i o n  i s  needed to provide for  
the v i c t i m  n o t i f i c a t i o n  and l i a i s o n  requirements  
o f  HB 296.  Written n o t i c e  o f  a v i c t i m ' s  r i g h t s  to
p a r t i c i p a t e  in  a g g r a v a t i o n / m i t i g a t i o n  h e a r i n g s ,  to
provide o r a l  and w r i t t e n  s ta tem en ts  in  re s p e c t  to  
p resen ten ce  r e p o r t s ,  and n o t i c e  o f  f i n a l  d i s ­
p o s i t i o n  in s e v e r a l  thousand c r im in a l  t r i a l s ,  w i l l  
cause a s u b s t a n t i a l  a d d i t i o n a l  workload for  the  
s t a t e ' s  p r o s e c u t io n  support s t a f f .

A l l o c a t i o n  to  the  Legal S e c r e ta r y  I. c l a s s  i s
recommended because  of  the l a r g e  amount o f  w r i t t e n
n o t i c e  to be handled ,  and the need to provide  
a c c u r a te ,  t im e ly  case  s c h ed u l in g  in form at ion  to 
v i c t i m s .

Reques t  Fo r
New Pos i t ion

Agency
DRU

Component

Department o f  Law

Prosecut ion

Third J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t
Page 3  o f  8
Revised Date
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Position Title
Legal Secretary I

No. oP Positions
1

Range/Step
10B

ilarg. Unit
GGU

Time Status *

PFT

Staff Months

1 2

L o ca t io n

Barrow
Election District

2 2

!' ii. U : &S% M 0 M ̂ 11 W& §W4:  ̂ ' MMt

Type of Expenditure Amount
1 2 3

Salary • 30,216 :!/; . ;■/. ; '• v.' f y - : •> >.• ... ■ ;
•: '■'■}.■ ? • 
■' - . ■

Benefits 9,784
Premium Pay
Other

Tolal Personal Services 40,000
Travel -0-
Contractual 4,100
Commodities 1,800
Equipment
Other

Total Cost 45,900
■  ̂ ' •. r:.

Funding Source for Tolal Cost
Federal Receipts 1002
G. F. Match 1003
General Fund 1004
I-A Receipts 1006
CIP Receipts 1061
Other

45 ,900 .

Justification
This f u l l - t i m e  p o s i t i o n  i s  needed to provide  for  
the v i c t i m  n o t i f i c a t i o n  and l i a i s o n  requirements  
o f  HB 296. Written n o t i c e  o f  a v i c t i m ' s  r i g h t s  to
p a r t i c i p a t e  in  a g g r a v a t i o n / m i t i g a t i o n  h e a r i n g s ,  to
provide  o r a l  and w r i t t e n  s ta tem en ts  in  r e s p e c t  to  
p resen ten ce  r e p o r t s ,  and n o t i c e  o f  f i n a l  d i s ­
p o s i t i o n  in s e v e r a l  thousand cr im in a l  t r i a l s ,  w i l l  
cause a s u b s t a n t i a l  a d d i t i o n a l  workload for  the  
s t a t e ' s  p r o s e c u t io n  support s t a f f .

A l l o c a t i o n  to  the Legal S e c r e ta r y  I c l a s s  i s
recommended because  o f  the la r g e  amount of  w r i t t e n
n o t i c e  to be handled ,  and the need to provide  
a c c u r a te ,  t im e ly  case  sch e d u l in g  in form at ion  to  
v i c t i m s .

Reques t  Fo r
New Pos i t ion

Agency
DRU

Component

Department o f  Law

P rosec u t ion

Second J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t
Page l\ of 8
Revised Date

FY 88



Position Title
Legal Secre tary  1

N o .  o f  Po s i t io n s  
1

Range/Step
10 B

Barg. Unit
GGU

T im e  Status

PPT
Sta f f  M o n th s

12
L o c a t io n

Bethe l
E lec t io n  D is t r ic t  

25

Type of Expenditure Amounl
1 2 3

Salarv 14,598
Benefits 4,202
Premium Pay .
Other

Tolal Personal Services 18,800
Travel -0-
Contractual 2,000
Commodities 900
Equipment -0-
Ulhcr

Total Cost
.......... ..........; ____________

Fund ing  S o u rce  for T o ta l  Cost

Federal Receipts 1002

G. F. M atch 1003
Genera l  Fund I 00d
l-A  Receip ts 1006
C IP  Receipts 1061
O th e r

21,700

f ; •

j u s t i f i c a t i o n

This p art - t im e  p o s i t i o n  i s  needed to provide for  
tlie v i c t i m  n o t i f i c a t i o n  and U n i s o n  requirements  
of  HB 296. Written n o t i c e  of  a v i c t i m ' s  r i g h t s  to 
p a r t i c i p a t e  in a g g r a v a t i o n / m i t i g a t i o n  h e a r i n g s ,  to 
provide o r a l  and w r i t t e n  s ta tem en ts  in  r e s p e c t  to 
presen ten ce  r e p o r t s ,  and n o t i c e  o f  f i n a l  d i s ­
p o s i t i o n  in  s e v e r a l  thousand c r im in a l  t r i a l s ,  w i l l  
cause a s u b s t a n t i a l  a d d i t i o n a l  workload for  the 
s t a t e ' s  p r o s e c u t io n  support s t a f f .

A l l o c a t i o n  to the Legal S ecre ta ry  I c l a s s  i s  
recommended because o f  the large  amount of  w r i t t e n  
n o t i c e  to be handled,  and the need to provide  
a c c u r a t e ,  t im e ly  case  sch e d u l in g  in form at ion  to 
v i c t i m s .

Request For 
New Position

Agency
B R U

Comj)oncnt

Department of  Law

P ro s ec u t io n

Third J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t
P a g c _ 5 o f  8
R evised  D a te
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Position Title
Legal Secretary I

No. of Positions
• 1

Range/Step
10B

Darg. Unit
GGU

Time Status

PPT

Staff Months

1 2

Location
Ketchikan

Flection District 
1

Type of Fxpcndilurc Amount
1 2 3

Salary ■ 11,358
Benefits 6,042
Premium Pay
Other

Tolal Personal Services 15,400
Travel -0-
Contractual 2,000
Commodities 900
Lquipmcnl -0-
Uthcr

Total Cost 18,300
: ■ ; .. i

Funding Source for Total Cost
Federal Receipts 1002
(I. F.  M atch 1003
General Fund 100'1
I-A Receipts 1006
C I P  R eceip ts 106!
Other

18,300

:: ••

Justification
This  p a r t - t im e  p o s i t i o n  i s  needed to provide  fo r  
the v i c t i m  n o t i f i c a t i o n  and l i a i s o n  requirements  
o f  HB 296.  Written n o t i c e  of  a v i c t i m ' s  r i g h t s  to  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a g g r a v a t io n / m i t ig n t io n  h e a r i n g s ,  to  
provide  o r a l  and w r i t t e n  s ta te m e n ts  in  re s p e c t  to  
p res en ten ce  r e p o r t s ,  and n o t i c e  o f  f i n a l  d i s ­
p o s i t i o n  in  s e v e r a l  thousand c r i m i n a l  t r i a l s ,  w i l l  
cause a s u b s t a n t i a l  a d d i t io n a l  workload fo r  the  
s t a t e ' s  p r o s e c u t io n  support s t a f f .

A l l o c a t i o n  to  the Legal S e c r e t a r y  I. c l a s s  i s  
recommended because o f  the la r g e  amount of  w r i t t e n  
n o t i c e  to  be handled ,  and the need to provide  
a c c u r a t e ,  t im e l y  case  sch ed u l in g  in form at ion  to  
v i c t i m s .

Reque s t  Fo r
New  Pos i t ion

Agency
BRU

Component

Department o f  Law

Prosecut ion

F i r s t  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t Revised  Dale

FY 88



P os it ion  T it le  

T im e  Status
Legal Secretary I

No. of Positions
1

Range/Step
1 0 B

Barg. Unit
GGO

PPT

Staff Months

1 2

L oca tion

Kotzebue
E lec t io n  D is t r ic t

22
• • • •

Type of Expenditure Amount
1 2 3

Salary 15,108 f ;>.
Benefits 6,892 M

i
§§§

&

ip Wv.
vJ 

-• • .

Premium Pay . V \ Y Y 'T ' - T - v ; -
Other • \* • • •’ •' *'

Total Personal Services v :Y ;|r; iv  ' '.'Jvi&S'l 20,000
Travel -0-
Contractual 2,000
Commodities 900
Equipment
Uthcr

Tolal Cost 22,900
■: ' . ''I -.;-;.-.: : 'M v !;YM- . v:. .• v/ .v.w ■ . . : - : ‘ / •• .<v • ••••* •'

Fund ing  S o u rce  fo r  Tolal Cost

Federal  Rece ip ts 10 P 2

G. F. M atch 1003

G en era l  Fund 100-1
l -A  Receipts 1006

C IP  Receipts 1061

O th e r

22 .900

• • * : : :■ : : / '  • • ' y ' : ■ : ■v  SSfi
: <’ .. : •:: vY .': ' v  : :  YY v .

........

Ju s t i f ic a t io n
This p a r t - t im e  p o s i t i o n  i s  needed to provide for  
the v i c t i m  n o t i f i c a t i o n  and l i a i s o n  requirements  
of  IIB 296.  Written n o t i c e  o f  a v i c t i m ' s  r i g h t s  to
p a r t i c i p a t e  in a g g r a v a t io n / m i t ig a t io n  h e a r i n g s ,  to
provide o r a l  and w r i t t e n  s ta tem ents  in r e s p e c t  to 
p resen ten ce  r e p o r t s ,  and n o t i c e  of  f i n a l  d i s ­
p o s i t i o n  in  s e v e r a l  thousand cr im ina l  t r i a l s ,  w i l l  
cause a s u b s t a n t i a l  a d d i t i o n a l  workload f o r  the  
s t a t e ' s  p ro s ecu t io n  support s t a f f .

A l l o c a t i o n  to  the Legal S ecre ta ry  I c l a s s  i s
recommended because of  the la r g e  amount of  w r i t t e n
n o t i c e  to  be handled ,  and the need to provide  
a c c u r a t e ,  t im e ly  case  s c h ed u l in g  in form at ion  to 
v i c t i m s .

Reques t  Fo r
New Pos i t ion

Agency 
B R U  

Component

Department of  Law

Pro sec ut io n

Second J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t
Pogc of 8
Revised Dale
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Position Title
Legal Secretary I •

No. or Positions
1

Rnngc/Stcp
1011

Darg. Unit
GGU

Time Status

PPT

Staff Months

12

L o ca t io n

Sitk a
[•lection District

3

j T y p e  o f  l ixpcndilu rc A m o u n t

1 2 3
.Snlnrv 11,730 : ; ■ •

if-'-': - •' .• !
U cn cf i ls 6 ,170
P rem iu m  Pay

Oilier y  :v  y / . s .

T ota l  Personal  Serv ices 15,900
T rav e l - 0 -

C o n trac tu a l 2 ,000
C o m m o d i t ie s 900
L q u ip m cn l - 0 -
U th c r

T o ta l  C ost 18,800
_____________________________

Funding  S o u rce  fo r  T ola l  C ost

Federal Receip ts 1002

G . F. M atch 1003

Genera l  Fund 100<l

l-A  Receipts 1 0 0 6

C IP  Receip ts 1061

O th e r

18.800

Ju s t i f i c a t io n
This  p a r t - t im e  p o s i t i o n  if; needed to provide for  
the v i c t i m  n o t i f i c a t i o n  and l i a i s o n  requirements  
of  HB 296. Written n o t i c e  of  a v i c t i m ' s  r i g h t s  to
p a r t i c i p a t e  in a g g r a v a t io n / m i t i g a t i o n  h e a r in g s ,  to
provide o r a l  and w r i t t e n  s ta tem en ts  in r e s p e c t  to 
p resen ten ce  r e p o r t s ,  and n o t i c e  o f  f i n a l  d i s ­
p o s i t i o n  in  s e v e r a l  thousand cr iminal t r i a l s ,  w i l l  
cause  a s u b s t a n t i a l  a d d i t i o n a l  workload for  the  
s t a t e ' s  p r o s e c u t io n  support s t a f f .

A l l o c a t i o n  to the Legal Secre tary  I c l a s s  i s
recommended because o f  the large  amount o f  w r i t t e n
n o t i c e  to be handled ,  and the need to provide  
a c c u r a t e ,  t im e ly  case  sch ed u l in g  information  to 
v i c t i m s .

Request Foi: 
New Position

Agency
DRU

Component

Department o f  Law

Prosecut ion
Page  8  o f 8
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STATE OF ALASKA 
1988 LEG ISLA T IVE  SESSION

REQ U EST: _

BELL VERSION: CSHB 296 (HESS) 
PUBLISH DATE :  ___

FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date: January 20, 1988________
Title: "An Act r e l a t i n g  to v ic t im s  of

cr im e . . . 11_____________________________
Sponsor : R epresentat ive  Donlev_____
Requestor: House HESS__________________

Agency Affected: Department o f  Law
BRU : Prosecut ion_________________

Components : F i r s t ,  Second, Third and 
Fourth J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t s _____

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93
PERSONAL SERVICES 231.9 238.9 246.1 253.5 261.1
TRAVEL - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -
CONTRACTUAL 24.4 25.1 25.9 26 .7 27.5
SUPPLIES 10.8 11.1 11.4 11.7 12.1
EQUIPMENT - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 267.1 275.1 283.4 291.9 300.7

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL

267.1 2 /5 . 1 283.4 291.9 300.7

PO SIT IO N S:

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

4 4 4 4 4
4 4 4 4 4-

ANALYSIS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)

P lease  s ee  a ttached  a n a l y s i s .

Prepared by: Richard I .  Pegues y  D irec to r  ______________ Phone : 465-3672_________
Division :  A dm in is tra t ive  S erv ices  ^________ /_______ / £)ate • January 20,  1988

/ P / c  X = ^  Q v  . /
Approved by Commissioner: Grace Berg Schfl ible,  A t ty . 'G en .  Date : January 20,  1988
Agency :  Department o f  Law _______________________

Distribution (by preparer): •
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget ,
Impacted Agency(ies) • Pa8e   -------



CONTINUATION of FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS
F o r  B i l l / R e s o l u t i o n  No .  c s h e  296 (h e s s )

The proposed committee s u b s t i t u t e  fo r  t h i s  b i l l  amends e x i s t ­
ing law to  r e q u ir e ,  among other  t h i n g s ,  that  p rosecu t in g  a t to rn ey s  pro­
v id e  c e r t a i n  in format ion  to  the v i c t i m s  o f  cr ime,  in  three  important  
r e s p e c t s .

In S ec t io n  6 ,  the b i l l  r eq u ir es  that  p rosecu tors  serve  w r i t t e n
n o t i c e  upon a v i c t i m  o f  the v i c t i m ' s  r i g h t  to appea- and p a r t i c i p a t e  at
h ear ings  to e s t a b l i s h  aggravators  or m i t i g a to r s  to be considered  by a 
court  in  the s en ten c in g  of  defendants  fo r  crimes a g a in s t  v i c t i m s .  This  
p a r t i c u l a r  c ircumstance  a r i s e s  in  most f e lo n y  t r i a l s .

In S e c t io n  9,  the b i l l  r e q u i r e s ,  th a t  upon the request  o f  a 
v i c t i m  o f  a cr ime,  p ro s ecu t in g  a t to r n e y s  s h a l l :  (1) confer  with  the
v ic t i m  o f  crime b e fo re  the s e l e c t i o n  of  the jury  and the t r i a l  o f  the
defendant;  and (2)  a f t e r  t r i a l  n o t i f y  the v i c t i m  of  the d e fen d an t ' s  
c o n v ic t i o n  and the crimes fo r  which the defendant  was c o n v ic te d ,  in c l u d ­
ing  a d v i s in g  the v i c t i m  of  the v i c t i m ' s  r i g h t  to  make an o r a l  or w r i t t e n  
statement  in  p reparat ion  o f  the d e fen d a n t ' s  p resentence  report  and sen­
t e n c in g ,  and a d v i s in g  the v i c t i m  o f  the v i c t i m ' s  r i g h t  to  appear person­
a l l y  or by cou n se l  at  the d e fen d a n t ' s  presen tence  hear ing  to p resen t  a 
w r i t t e n  or o r a l  s ta tem en t ,  and a d v i s in g  the v i c t i m  of  the address and 
te lephone  number o f  the o f f i c e  preparing  the p resentence  rep o r t ,  and 
a d v is in g  o f  the  t ime and p lace  of  s en ten c in g .

F i n a l l y ,  S e c t io n  ?,  would requ ire  th at  p rosecu t in g  a t to r n e y s  
n o t i f y  the v i c t i m  in  w r i t in g  o f  the f i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  of  the case  w i th in  
30 days a f t e r  f i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  the c a s e .  The requirements o f  Sec­
t i o n  9 would apply to both f e lo n y  and misdemeanor cr imes .  I t  a l s o  
appears th a t  n o t i f i c a t i o n  o f  f i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  would be required at  both  
the t r i a l  and a p p e l l a t e  l e v e l s .

Current ly ,  o f  the 18,000 new cr im in a l  matters  handled by the  
department each year ,  about 3 ,000  f e lo n y  ca s es  and 4 ,000  misdemeanor 
c a s e s  i n v o lv e  crimes- having a v i c t i m .  Many o f  the f e lo n y  cases  have 
m u lt ip l e  v i c t i m s .  Moreover, in  ca s es  where the v i c t i m  has d ie d ,  i s  a 
minor,  or i s  i n c a p a c i t a t e d ,  the term v i c t i m  in c lu d e s  a spouse ,  p aren t ,  
c h i l d ,  b ro th er ,  s i s t e r ,  aunt,  u n c le ,  p a r e n t - in - la w ,  b r o t h e r - in - la w ,  
s i s t e r - i n - l a w ,  or l e g a l  guardian o f  the v i c t i m .  Consequent ly,  a sub­
s t a n t i a l  amount o f  new work must be undertaken by a l l  o f  the depart­
ment’ s p r o s e c u t io n  o f f i c e s  in  order to  s a t i s f y  the requirements o f  the  
b i l l .  Most o f  t h i s  work would be handled by p a r a le g a l s  and l e g a l  s e c r e ­
t a r i e s ,  except  for  the requirement fo r  p rosecu tors  to  confer  with v i c ­
t ims be fore  the  s e l e c t i o n  o f  a ju r y .  Where the v i c t i m  i s  to be a w i t ­
n es s  the requirement fo r  a t to r n e y s  to  confer,  with v i c t i m s  w i l l  not cause  
a d d i t i o n a l  work. Where v i c t i m s  are not w i t n e s s e s  t h i s  requirement could  
consume s e v e r a l  hundred hours o f  the l i m i t e d  a t to rn ey  time that  i s  now, 
and w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  in  the fu tu r e .
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The requirements o f  the b i l l ,  f o r  l i t e r a l l y  thousands of  
n o t i c e s ,  and numerous subsequent re q u e s t s  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  and fur th er  
in form at ion ,  w i l l  p la c e  an enormous burden on a reduced p rosecu t ion  
support s t a f f  th a t  simply cannot be borne without  a d d i t io n a l  s t a f f  
r e s o u r c e s .  This i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  true  in  sm al ler  o f f i c e s  where,  in FY 
1989, c l e r i c a l  support w i l l  be very  t h i n .  And i t  i s  a l s o  an important  
c o n s id e r a t io n  in  the s t a t e ' s  two l a r g e s t  p rosecu t ion  o f f i c e s ,  because of  
t h e i r  overwhelming c a s e lo a d s .

I t  w i l l  th e r e fo r e  be n ecessa ry  to  add p art - t im e  c l e r i c a l  
a s s i s t a n c e  a t  Ketchikan,  Kotzebue,  S i t k a ,  and Kodiak. A f u l l - t i m e  para­
l e g a l  and a f u l l - t i m e  l e g a l  s e c r e ta r y  would be added in  Anchorage, and a 

. f u l l - t i m e  p a r a le g a l  and a f u l l - t i m e  l e g a l  s e c r e ta r y  would be added in  
Fairbanks ,  because o f  the l a r g e  number of  ca s es  at  th e s e  l o c a t i o n s ,  
in c lu d in g  major f e l o n i e s  w ith  m u l t i p l e  v i c t i m s .  A l l  o f  these  l o c a t i o n s  

■suffered support s t a f f  r e d u c t io n s  in FY 1988.

In a d d i t io n  to the f i s c a l  impact expected by the Department of  
Law, t h i s  b i l l  could  have s u b s t a n t i a l  f i s c a l  impact on the Department of  
Correct ions  and, to  a l e s s e r  impact,  the  Department of  Health and S o c ia l  
S e r v i c e s .  These departments should be contac ted  for  t h e i r  comments.

S e c t io n  4 covers  n o t i f i c a t i o n  to v i c t i m s  of  changes in  the  
s t a t u s  o f  o f f e n d e r s  committed to  the custody o f  the commissioner of  
h e a l th  and s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s .  The.proposed s e c t i o n  d iv i d e s  the r e s p o n s i ­
b i l i t y  fo r  g iv i n g  n o t i c e  to  v i c t i m s  between the commissioner of  h ea l th  
and s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s ,  the a t to rn ey  g e n e r a l ,  or the p rosecu tor .  Because 
o f f e n d e r s  committed under AS 12.47 are in  the custody of the commis­
s io n e r  of  h e a l t h  and s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s ,  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  fo r  g iv i n g  n o t i c e  
should r e s i d e  with  the commissioner.

The gran t ing  of  r i g h t s  to  v i c t i m s  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  p e r s o n a l ly  or 
by counse l  in  aggravat ion  or m i t i g a t i o n  p r o cee d in g s ,  s en tenc in g  pro­
ceedings  and p a ro le  board m eet in g s ,  as proposed by S e c t io n s  8 and 10, 
w i l l  r e s u l t  in  more and l e n g t h i e r  h ear ings  being h e ld .  Although the  
c o s t  o f  t h i s  r e s u l t  i s  not q u a n t i f i a b l e ,  some a d d i t i o n a l  c o s t  to  the
c o u r t s ,  p r o s e c u t o r s ,  p u b l ic  d e fen d ers ,  p u b l ic  a d voca te s ,  con n ect ion s ,
and the paro le  board w i l l  undoubtedly occur.

L a s t l y ,  the Department of  Law i s  g r e a t l y  concerned with the  
part o f  Sec ion 8 that  would g iv e  v i c t i m s  the r i g h t  to a cce ss  p o l i c e
rep orts  r e l a t e d  to the case  in  which the v i c t i m  was in vo lved .  These
rep orts  o f t e n  co n ta in  information  th at  i s  provided c o n f i d e n t i a l l y  by 
members o f  the  gen era l  p u b l ic  and by c o n f i d e n t i a l  informants .  The 
r ep o r t s  may a l s o  in c lu d e  u n v e r i f i e d  informat ion  and informat ion  th a t  i s  
u n v e r i f i a b l e . R e lease  of  t h e s e  r e p o r t s  would d iscourage  people  from 
coming forward with  informat ion  about a crime,  could expose c o n f i d e n t i a l  
p o l i c e  sources  and, in  some c a s e s ,  r e s u l t '  in  the d isem inat ion  of  i n f o r ­
mation th at  i s  in c o r r e c t  or cannot be proven.

3 . 4page  ot ____
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F i s c a l  Summary -  CSHB 296 (HESS)

Pers.  Svcs .  Contractual  Su ppl ies  Tota l

Anchorage
P a ra leg a l  A ss t .  I I ,  PFT 4 3 .9  4 .1  1 .8  49 .8

Anchorage
Legal Secre tary  I ,  PFT 32 .1  4 .1  - 1 . 8  38 .0

Fairbanks
Para leg a l  A s s t .  I I ,  PFT 49 .9  4 .1  1 .8  55 .8

Fairbanks
Legal  S ecre tary  I ,  PFT 35 .6  4 .1  1 .8  41 .5

Kodiak
Legal Secre tary  I ,  PFT 17 .3  2 . 0  0 . 9  20 .2

Ketchikan
Legal Secre tary  I ,  PPT 16 .0  2 . 0  0 .9  18.9

Kotzebue
Legal S ecre tary  I ,  PPT 20 ,6  2 . 0  0 .9  23 .5

Sitka
Legal Secre tary  I ,  PPT 16.5  2 . 0  0 .9  19.4

231 .9  24 .4  10.8 267.1

Costs beyond FY 89 in c lude  a 3 percent  annual i n f l a t i o n  f a c t o r .



Position Tiilc
Para lega l  A s s i s t a n t  II

No. of Positions
1

Rangc/Slcp
16A

Darg. Unit
GGU

Time Status Staff Months
PFT 12

Location
Fairbanks

Election District
19/20A/21

If : ir:»i
Type of Expenditure Amount

1 2 3
Salary 37,356
Benefits 12,580
Premium Pay . ... ■ •/; ■ ' v  ; ' •

Other
Tolal Personal Services 49,936

Travel -0-
Contractual ■♦.100
Commodities 1,800
Equipment -0-
Oilier

Tolal Cost 55,836

Funding Source for Tolal Cost
Federal Receipts 1002
G. F. Match 1003
General Fund 1004 55,836
GF Program Receipts 1005
Oilier

Justification

This f u l l - t i m e  p o s i t i o n  i s  needed to provide for  
the v i c t i m  n o t i f i c a t i o n  and l i a i s o n  requirements  
of  CSHB 296. Written n o t i c e  o f  a v i c t i m ' s  r i g h t s  
to p a r t i c i p a t e  in  a g g r a v a t io n / m i t ig a t io n  h e a r in g s ,  
to provide o ra l  and w r i t t e n  s ta tements  in re sp ec t  
to presentence  r e p o r t s ,  and n o t i c e  o f  f i n a l  d i s ­
p o s i t i o n  in  s e v e r a l  thousand cr im ina l  t r i a l s ,  w i l l  
cause a s u b s t a n t i a l  a d d i t i o n a l  workload fo r  the  
s t a t e ' s  p rosecu t ion  support s t a f f .

A l l o c a t i o n  to the P ara leg a l  A s s i s t a n t  c l a s s  i s  
recommended because o f  the major f e lo n y  cases  
handled by the p o s i t i o n .

Request For
New Posit ion

Agency

DRU

Component

Department of  Law

Prosecut ion

Fourth J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t
Page 1 of 8
Revised Date 1/20/88

FY 89



Pos it ion  T it le  „  ,  ,  ,P ara lega l  A s s i s t a n t  II
No. o f  Pos it ions  R a n g e /S te p  Dare.  Unit

1 16A GGU
Tim e Status S ta f f  Months

PFT 12
L o ca t io n  E lec t ion  Distr ict  

Anchorage 8 / 9 / 1 0 / 1 1 / 1 2 / 1 3

’ • : Ju s t i f i c a t io n

T y p e  o f  Expenditure A m ount This f u l l - t i m e  p o s i t i o n  i s  needed to provide for
1 t 2 3 the v i c t i m  n o t i f i c a t i o n  and l i a i s o n  requirements

Salary • 212.424 o f  CSHB 296. Written n o t i c e  o f  a v i c t i m ' s  r i g h t s  
to p a r t i c i p a t e  in  a g g r a v a t io n / m i t ig a t io n  h ear ings ,  
to  provide o r a l  and w r i t t e n  s ta tem ents  in respec t  
to presentence  r e p o r t s ,  and n o t i c e  o f  f i n a l  d i s ­
p o s i t i o n  in s e v e r a l  thousand cr im in a l  t r i a l s ,  w i l l  
cause a s u b s t a n t i a l  a d d i t i o n a l  workload for  the  
s t a t e ' s  p rosecu t ion  support s t a f f .

A l lo c a t i o n  to the P ara leg a l  A s s i s t a n t  c l a s s  i s  
recommended because o f  the major f e lo n y  cases  
handled by the p o s i t i o n .

Dcncfi ts 11.437
Prem ium  Pay

• <: h •*, •: :. •: ••.Other

Tolal  Personal Services . V - •••••• 43.911
Travel - 0 -
C ontrac tual 4 .100
C o m m o d i t ie s 1,800
Equipm ent
Oilier

T o la l  Cost 49,811
• •. ... •. V.

Funding Source  for Tolal Cost

Federal Receipts 1002
G. F. M atch 1003
General Fund 1004 49.811
G F  Program  Receipts 1005

Othc •

Request For
New Posit ion

Agency

BKU

Component

Department o f  Law

Prosecut ion

Third J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t

FY 89
Page 2 of
Revised Date 1/20/88



Posit ion  T id e
Legal Secretary  L,

No. of  Posit ions 
1

R an g e /S te p
10B

Darg. U nit
GGU

T im e  Status S ta f f  M on ths L o ca tio n E lect ion  Distr ict
P F T 12 Anchorage 8 / 9 / 1 0 / 1 1 / 1 2 / 1 3

■ : ■     ' _  :
1 ypc of Expenditure Amount

I 2 3
Salarv 22,716

> ' . ’ ••••■ ■ '

Benefits 9,334
Premium Pay
Other

Tolal Personal Services 32,050
Travel -0-
Contractual 4,100
Commodities 1,800
Equipment
Ullicr

Tolal Cost 37,950
P ■■ ■ :■

Funding Source for Tota l  Cost

Federal  Receipts 1002
G. F. M atch 1003
General Fund 1004 37,950
G F Program Receipts  1005

Other

Justification

This f u l l - t i m e  p o s i t i o n  i s  needed to provide for  
the v ic t im  n o t i f i c a t i o n  and l i a i s o n  requirements  
of  CSHB 296. Written n o t i c e  o f  a v i c t i m ' s  r i g h t s  
to p a r t i c i p a t e  in  a g g r a v a t io n / m i t ig a t io n  h e a r in g s ,  
to provide o r a l  and w r i t t e n  s ta tem ents  in r e s p ec t  
to presentence  r e p o r t s ,  and n o t i c e  o f  f i n a l  d i s ­
p o s i t i o n  in s e v e r a l  thousand cr im in a l  t r i a l s ,  w i l l  
cause a s u b s t a n t i a l  a d d i t i o n a l  workload fo r  the  
s t a t e ' s  p rosecu t ion  support s t a f f .

A l lo c a t i o n  to the Legal Secre tary  I c l a s s  i s  
recommended because of  the large  amount o f  w r i t t e n  
n o t i c e  to be handled,  and the need to provide  
accu rate ,  t im ely  case sch edu l in g  in fo n n a t io n  to  

. v i c t i m s .

Request For
New Posi t ion

Agency

DRU

Component

Department of  Law

Prosecut ion Page 3 of 8
Third J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t Revised Dale 1/20 /88

FY 89



Pos it ion  Title
Legal Secretary  I

No. o f  Posit ions Range/Step Darg. Unit
1 10B GGU

T im e  Status S ta f f  M onths

PFT 12
L o ca t io n  E lec t ion  District  
Fairbanks 19/20A/21

J u s t i f i c a t io n

T ype  of Expenditure A m ount

1 2 3 the v i c t i m  n o t i f i c a t i o n  and l i a i s o n  reauirements
Salary 25,620 of  CSHB 296.  Written n o t i c e  o f  a v i c t i m ' s  r i g h t s  

to p a r t i c i p a t e  in a g g r a v a t io n /m i t ig a t io n  h e a r in g s ,  
to provide o r a l  and w r i t t e n  s ta tem ents  in  re s p e c t  
to presentence  r e p o r t s ,  and n o t i c e  o f  f i n a l  d i s ­
p o s i t i o n  in  s e v e r a l  thousand cr im in a l  t r i a l s ,  w i l l  
cause a s u b s t a n t i a l  a d d i t i o n a l  workload fo r  the  
s t a t e ' s  p rosecu t ion  support s t a f f .

A l l o c a t i o n  to the Legal Secre tary  I c l a s s  i s  
recommended because o f  the la r g e  amount of  w r i t t e n  
n o t i c e  to be handled,  and the need to provide  
a ccu ra te ,  t im ely  case schedul ing  informat ion  to 

• v i c t i m s .

B enefi ts 9.978
.’ft VVi 

" ' ; •
Prem ium  Pay : ;•':■••• :Y;.Y :: Y . : •• . •••:Other

Tola l  Personal Services ' 35,598
Travel - 0 -
C ontrac tua l 4,100
C o m m o d i t ie s 1,800
Equipm ent - 0 -
Ulhcr

T o la l  Cost 4S vO OO

■ ....... f! •
Funding Source  for Tota l  Cost

Federal Receipts 1002
G. F. M atch 1003
General Fund 1004 41,498
G F Program  Receipts 1005

Other

Request For
New Posit ion

AgC-ncy Department o f  Law 

BRU Prosecut ion
Page 4 o f  8
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Position T it le
L e g a l  S e c r e t a r y  I

No. of Pos it ion!
1

R an g e /S tep
10B

Darg. Unit
GGU

Tim e Status

P P T

S ta f f  M onths

12
L o ca tio n

Ketchikan
Election  District  

1

T y p e  o f  Expenditure A m o u n t

1 2 3
Salary ' 11 .358 ■4:;
Benefi ts 4,667
Prem ium  Pay
Other . . y .

T ola l  Personal Services 16,025
Travel - 0 -
C ontrac tual 2,000
C o m m o d i t ie s 900
Equipment - 0 -
Other

T o ta l  Cost 18,925

Pumling Source  for Tolal  Cost

Federal Receipts 1002

Cl. I:. Match 1003
G cncrj l  Punt! 1004
G l : Program Receipts 1005 

Other

1 8 , 9 25

Ju s t i f i c a t io n

This p art- t im e p o s i t i o n  i s  needed to provide for  
the v i c t i m  n o t i f i c a t i o n  and l i a i s o n  requirements  
of  CSHB 296. Written n o t i c e  o f  a v i c t i m ' s  r i g h t s  
to p a r t i c i p a t e  in a g g r a v a t io n / m i t ig a t io n  h ear ings ,  
to provide o r a l  and w r i t t e n  s ta tem ents  in respec t  
to presentence  r e p o r t s ,  and n o t i c e  of  f i n a l  d i s ­
p o s i t i o n  in  s e v e r a l  thousand cr im in a l  t r i a l s ,  w i l l  
cause a s u b s t a n t i a l  a d d i t i o n a l  workload fo r  the 
s t a t e ' s  p rosecut ion  support s t a f f .

A l lo c a t i o n  to the Legal Secre tary  I c l a s s  i s  
recommended because o f  the large  amount o f  w r i t t e n  
n o t i c e  to be handled,  and the need to provide  
accu ra te ,  t imely  case schedul ing  information to 
v i c t i m s .

Reques t  For
New Posi t ion

Agency

BRU

Component

Department o f  Law

Prosecut ion

F i r s t  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t
Page 5 of  8
Revised Dale 1 / 2 0 / 8 8

FY 89



Posit ion  Title 

r im e  Status
Legal Secretary  I 

Staff M onths

No. o f  Posit ions 
1_____

R an g e /S te p
iO B

Daig. Unit
GGU

PPT 12
'

Funding Source for Total  Cost

Federal Receipts 1002

G. F. Match 1003
General Fund I00d
G F I’rogram  Receipts 1005

Other

20.237

L o ca t io n

Kodiak
Election District 
27

Type of Expenditure Amount
1 2 3

Salary 12.432
• : #; • ;

■ ' ; '

Benefits 4.905
Premium Pay
Other

Tolal Persona! Services 17,337 .. .
Travel - 0 -
Contractual 2,000
Commodities 900
Equipment - 0 -
Other

Tolal Cost 20,237

Justification

This p art - t im e  p o s i t i o n  i s  needed to provide for  
the v i c t i m  n o t i f i c a t i o n  and l i a i s o n  requirements  
of  CSHB 296. Written n o t i c e  o f  a ' I c t im 's  r i g h t s  
to p a r t i c i p a t e  in  a g g r a v a t io n / m i t ig a t io n  h ear ings ,  
to  provide o r a l  and w r i t t e n  s ta tements  in  re s p e c t  
to  presentence  r e p o r t s ,  and n o t i c e  o f  f i n a l  d i s ­
p o s i t i o n  in  s e v e r a l  thousand cr im in a l  t r i a l s ,  w i l l  
cause a s u b s t a n t i a l  a d d i t i o n a l  workload fo r  the  
s t a t e ' s  p rosecu t ion  support s t a f f .

A l l o c a t i o n  to the Legal Secretary  I c l a s s  i s  
recommended because o f  the la r g e  amount of  w r i t t e n  
n o t i c e  to be handled,  and the need to provide  
a c c u r a te ,  t im e ly  case  schedul ing  informat ion  to  

• v i c t i m s .

Request For
New Posi t ion

Agency

HRU

Component

Department of  Law

• Prosecut ion Page 6 of 8
Third J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t Revised Date 1 /20/88

FY 89



Position Title

l ime Status
Legal Secretary I

PPT

Staff Months

1 2

No. of Position*
1

Range/Step
10B

L o ca t io n

Kotzebue

Barg. Unit
GGU

Election  Distr ict

22

T y p e  o f  Expenditure

1
.Salary.

I k n c f i l s
Prem ium  Pay
Other

T ota l  Personal  Services

15,108

Travel
C on trac tua l
C o m m o d i t ie s
Equipm ent 

"Oilier--------

Tola l  Cost

A m ount

- o -
2 , 000

900

2 3 , 5 06

Funding Source  for Tolal Cost

Federal Receipts 1002

G. F. Match 1003
General Fund 100-1
G F Program  Receipts 100 5

O ther

Ju s t i f i c a t io n

This p art - t im e p o s i t i o n  i s  needed to provide for  
the v i c t i m  n o t i f i c a t i o n  and l i a i s o n  requirements  
of  CSHB 296. Written n o t i c e  o f  a v i c t i m ' s  r i g h t s  
to p a r t i c i p a t e  in  a g g r a v a t io n / m i t ig a t io n  h ear ings ,  
to provide o r a l  and w r i t t e n  sta tements  in  resp ect  
to presentence  reports. ,  and n o t i c e  o f  f i n a l  d i s ­
p o s i t i o n  in  s e v e r a l  thousand cr im inal  t r i a l s ,  w i l l  
cause a s u b s t a n t i a l  a d d i t io n a l  workload for  t i e  
s t a t e ' s  prosecu t ion  support s t a f f .

A l l o c a t i o n  to the Legal Secretary  I c l a s s  i s  
recommended because of  the large  amount o f  w r i t t e n  
n o t i c e  to  be handled,  and the need to provide  
a c c u r a te ,  t im ely  case schedul ing  informat ion to 

• v i c t i m s .

Reques t  For
New Posit ion

Agency

BRU

Component

Department o f  Law

Prosecut ion Page 7 of 8
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I 'o si l ion  T il ic

T im e  Status
Legal Secretary I

PPT

Sta f f  Montlis

12
:C-

N o. o f  Posit ions
1

R a n g e /S te p
10B

LocMion
Sitka

Barg. Unit
GGU

Election  Distr ict

3

Type of Expenditure Amount
1 2 3

.Salary 11,730 : '.;
Benefits 4,750 • ; • • •; ••• • ;■ _ • /;&••••.'• • '• ” • /•: v
Premium Pay . .; : *.''■’(
Other

Tolal Personal Services 16.480
Travel -0-
Contractual 2,000
Commodities 900
Equipment
Other

Total Cost 19,380

Funding Source for Tolal Cost
F e d e r a l  R e c e i p t s V 002

G. F. Match 1003
General Fund 1004
G f: Program  Receipts 100 5  

Oilier

19,380

Justification

This p art - t im e p o s i t i o n  i s  needed to provide for  
the v i c t i m  n o t i f i c a t i o n  and l i a i s o n  requirements  
of  CSHB 296. Written n o t i c e  o f  a v i c t i m ' s  r i g h t s  
to p a r t i c i p a t e  in  a g g r a v a t io n / m i t ig a t io n  hear in gs ,  
to provide o r a l  and w r i t t e n  s ta tem ents  in  respect  
to presentence  r e p o r t s ,  and n o t i c e  o f  f i n a l  d i s ­
p o s i t i o n  In s e v e r a l  thousand cr im in a l  t r i a l s ,  w i l l  
cause a s u b s t a n t i a l  a d d i t i o n a l  workload for  the 
s t a t e ' s  p rosecu t ion  support s t a f f .

A l lo c a t i o n  to the Legal Secre tary  I c l a s s  i s  
recommended because o f  the l a r g e  amount o f  w r i t t e n  
n o t i c e  to be handled,  and the need to provide  
accu ra te ,  t im ely  case  sched u l in g  informat ion to  
v ic t i m s .

Reques t For
New Posi t ion

Agency

DRU

C o m p o n e n t

Department of  Law FY 89
Prosecut ion

F i r s t  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t
Page 8 of
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BILL NO: HB 296

TITLE: "An A c t  r el a t i n g  to

v i c t i m s  o f  c r i m e . . ."

DATE: 5/7/87

?£
CONTACT: M a j . W a l t e r  J. G i l m o u r  

A c t i n g  D i r e c t o r  

Alaska S tate T r o o p e r s
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Thi s l e g i s l a t i o n  am e n d s  several s ta t u t e s  a f f e c t i n g  the rights of 

v i c t i m s  o f  crimes. T h e  bill affe c t s  the roles o f  the C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  

the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o r r e c t i o n s  and p r o s e c u t o r s  in t h e i r  d e a l i n g  w i t h  

p r i s o n e r s  and victims.

Pass a g e  o f  this p r o p o s e d  le gi s l a t i o n  will h ave no material e f f e c t  upon 

the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Public Safety, e i t h e r  o p e r a t i o n a l l y  o r  fiscally.

The D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Public S a f e t y  is neutral on this legislation.

C o m m i s s i o n e r
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TITLE: An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to v i c t im s  CONTACT: B a r b a ra  Mik l o s

o f  crim e ,  cl a i ms  a r i s i n g  f r o m  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

criminal c o n d u c t ,  and s e r vi c e  o f  Council on D o m e s t i c  

proc e s s  on priso n er s ;  a m e n d i n g  V i o l e n c e  & Sexual

Rule 12 ( d)(2) o f  the A l a s k a  Rules A s s a u l t

of C h i l d r e n ' s  Proce du r e ;  and 

a m e n d i n g  Rul e 32(d)(2) of the 

A l a s k a  R u l e s  o f  Criminal P r o c e d u r e
tn >H
O H

w  The Council on D o m e s t i c  V i o l e n c e  ,ind Sexual A s s a u l t  suppo r t s  HB 296,

H  t*4 the "Victims R i g h t s  Bill", w h i c h  a d d r e s s e s  some o f  the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s

23 <  of the P r e s i d e n t ' s  T a s k  Force on Victims o f  Crime. This tas k f o r c e

M  w  was e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  federal g o v e r n m e n t  in 1982 in r e c o g n i t i o n  of

a  the p r o bl e m s  c r i m e  v i c t i m s  face w h e n  e n c o u n t e r i n g  the criminal j u s t i c e

e-1 ° system. As the r e p o r t  o f  this task force stated:
Pi w

•< ^  Victims w h o  do s u r v i v e  t h ei r  attack, and are brave enough

^  m  to com e  f o r w a r d,  tur n to t h e i r  g o v e r n m e n t  e x p e c ti n g  it to

w  ^  do w h a t  a g o o d  g o v e r n m e n t  sh o u l d  - p r o t e c t  the i n n o c e n t _____

W i t h o u t  the c o o p e r a t i o n  o f  v i c t i m s  and w i t n e s s e s  in 

r e p o r t i n g  and t e s t i f y i n g  a b o u t  crime, it is i m p os s i b l e  in a 

free s o c i e t y  to hold c r i m i n al s  acco u n t a b l e . Whe n vict i ms  

c o m e  f o r w a r d  to p e r f o r m  this vital service, however, they 

fin d little p r o t e c ti o n .  T h e y  d i s c o v e r  inst e a d  t hat they  

will be t r e a t e d  as a p p e n d a g e s  o f  a s y s t e m  a p p a l l i n g l y  out 

o f  bala nc e . . .  S o m e w h e r e  a l o n g  the way, the sy s te m  began to 

s erve lawy er s  an d  j u d g e s  and de f e n d an t s ,  t r e a t i ng  the 

******** v i c t i m  w i t h  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  d i s i n terest.

******** The Council does  not have s u f f i c i e n t  e x p e r t i s e  to c o m m en t  upon legal

i****j issues r a i s e d  in t his l e g is lation. We have c o m ments on the f o l l o w i n g

******** se c tions of  the bill w i t h  w h i c h  we have p a r t i c u l a r  interest.

5?**** Section 4 o f  HB 296 adds the e f f e c t  o f  a crime on the v i c t i m  to the

******** list of f a c t o r s  the c o u r t  m a y  c o n s i d e r  in a g g r a v a t i o n  of a f e l o n y

i*******̂  s e n tence; S e c t i o n  5 requires w r i t t e n  no t i c e of the s e nt e n c i n g  h e a r i n g

******** be given to the victim. It is i m p o r t a n t  fo r victims to rece iv e

.******** w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  o f  t h e  s e n t e n c i n g  hearing so t hat they have the

j******** o p p o r t u n i t y  to p r e s e n t  t e s t i m o n y  or j u s t  to be p r es e n t  during the

t t m m  hearing if t h e y  w is h .  T h e  v i c t i m ' s  t e s t i m o n y  r e g a rd i n g  the e f f e c t  o f

jjj. the c r i m e  on his o r  her life adds b a l a n c i n g  in f o r m a t i on  for  the c o u r t

l a J i  by p r e s e n t i n g  the i mp a c t  of  the c r i m e  on the v ic t i m ' s  physical,

m n trr financial and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  w e l l - be i n g .  As the Pre s i d e n t ' s T a s k  Force

imm t t < states, "a j u d g e  c a n n o t  e v a l u a t e  the s e r i o u s n e s s  o f  a d e f e nd a n t ' s

m  c o n d u c t  w i t h o u t  k no w i n g  h o w the c r im e  has b u r d e ne d  the victim. A

itin*t m  j u d g e  c a n n o t  r e a c h an i n fo r m e d  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of  the d a n g e r  p o s e d  by a

d e f e n d a n t  w i t h o u t  h e a r i n g  from the person he has victimized".

BILL NO: HB 296 ' DATE: May 13, 1987

f f *
i l l

The Council q u e s t i o n s  the a m e n d m e n t s  to the d e f i n i t i o n  of v i c t i m  in 

Sect i o n  6. W e  do no t  see the a d v a n t a g e  o f  e x p a n d i n g  the d e f i n i t i o n  of 

v i c t i m  w h e n  the v i c t i m  has died, is a m i n o r  or is incapacitated.


