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How do you get your non-immunlted child into school when you live in 

s state in which i-.nmunltstions are required? Well, let oe tell you how 
Rose dealt with this situation this year when her oldest child, Lara, was 
ready to enter kindergarten.

W a n t i n g  t o  make t h i s  t r a n s i t i o n  a s  s m oo t h  a s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  L a r a ,  Rose  
c o n t a c t e d  t h e  s t a t e  h e a l t h  d e p o r t m e n t  m o n t h s  b e f o r e  s c h o o l  wa s  t o  b e g i n  
a o j  a s k e d  how s h e  m i g h t  go a b o u t  g e t t i n g  an e x e m p t i o n  f r om i m m u n i s a t i o n s  
f o r  h e r  d a u g h t e r .  " A l l  you h a v e  t o  do  i s  w r i t e  a n o t e  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  
s t a ' l f . , ’ why L a r a  d o e s n ' t  h a ve  s h o t s , "  s h e  was  t o l d .

t u t  when Rose t r i e d  t o  r e g i s t e r  L a r a  f o r  s c h o o l ,  s h e  s e n s e d  t h e r e  was
g o i n g  t o  b e  t r o u b l e .  ,The s c h o o l  n u r s e  was  m o s t  u n f r i e n d l y ,  d e c l a r i n g  t h a t  
n o  u n i m mu n i z e d  c h i l d  had e v e r  b e e n  r e g i s t e r e d  a t  t h a t  s c h o o l .  Even w i t h  a
l e t t e r  u f  e x e m p t i o n ,  i t  s t i l l  was  up t o  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  t o  d e c i d e  I f  L a r a
c o u l d  e n t e r  s c h o o l .  "And I f  a n y o n e  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  c a t c h e s  a  d i s e a s e , "  s h e  
w a r n e d ,  " yo u c o u l d  be s ue d  by t h e  p a r e n t  o f  t h a t  c h i l d ! ”

The weeV b e f o r . 1 s c h o o l  b e g a n ,  t l i e  s c h o o l  s e c r e t a r y  p h o n e d  Rose  w i t h  
t h e  u r g e n t  m e s s a g e  t h a t  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  l e t t e r  was  n e e d e d  r i g h t  away s o  I t  
c o u l d  be  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  l a w y e r  b e f o r e  t h e  s c h o o l  c o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g .
The  I-. . t e r ,  w h i c h  b o t h  Rose and h e r  h u s b a n d  s i g n e d ,  was  h e a d e d  L e g a l  Immuni­
z a t i o n  E x e m p t i o n  P e r  C o m p l i a n c e  W i t h  S t a t e  S t a t u t e  P r o v i s i o n s .  U n d e r n e a t h ,  
t h e  name o f  t h e  s c h o o l ,  t h e  c i t y  a n d  L a r a ' s  name we re  l i s t e d .  The  t e x t
r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s :  "As l e g a l  p a r e n t s  o f  L a r a    we h e r e b y  w i t h d r a w  o u r
c o n s e n t  t o  h a v e  o u r  c h i l d  immuni zed  s i n c e  on e  o r  two o f  t h e  i m m u n i z i n g  
a g e n t s  c o u l d  m a n i f e s t  an a l l e r g i c  r e a c t i o n .  A l s o  w h e r e a s ;  V a c c i n e s  a r e  
c o n t r a r y  t o  o u r  b e l i e f s  and p r a c t i c e s ,  w h i c h  v i o l a t e s  t h e  f r e e  e x e r c i s e  
o f  o u r  r e l i g i o u s  p r i n c i p l e s .  As l e g a l  and  r e s p o n s i b l e  p a r e n t s  o f  t h e  
s b o ' e  c h i l d  we h e r e b y  r e l e a s e  t h e  s c h o o l  f r o m  i t s  r e s p o n s i b l e t y .  T h i s  
l ev  i l  r e q u e s t  t o  be  f i l e d  w i t h  s t u d e n t ' s  s c h o o l  h e a l t h  r e c o r d  , s  l e g a l  
p .  o f  o u r  o b j e c t i o n . "

Rose  a c c o m p a n i e d  L a r a  t o  h e r  f i r s t  d a y  o f  s c h o o l  o n l y  t o  be  t o l d  by 
t h e  n u r s e  t h a t  s h e  had  c o n f e r r e d  w i t h  t h e  s c h o o l  p r i n c i p a l  a n d  he ’a i d  t h e  
e x e m p t i o n  l e t t e r  w a s n ' t  s p e c i f i c  e n o u g h  t o  a l l o w  L a r a  t o  e n t e r  s c h o o l .
"And wh at  I f  L a r a  s h o u l d  c u t  h e r s e l f  on t h e  s u i n g  s e t ? "  t h e  n u r s e  d e ma n d e d .
" I f  s h e  Rot  l o c k j a w ,  s h e  woul d j u s t  d i e  b e c a u s e  I t ’ s  a f a t a l  d i s e a s e .  So 
t h e n ,  how a r e  you g o i n g  t o  l i v e  w i t h  t h a t ? "

The  n u r s e  n e x t  h a nd ed  Rose a h a n d w r i t t e n  n o t e  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
p o i n t s  w h i c h  s h e  c l a i m e d  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  l a w y e r  r e q u i r e d  be  a d d e d  t o  t h e  
l e t t e r :  The  name o f  t h e  r e l i g i o n ,  a n  a g r e e m e n t  t o  e xem pt  t h e  s c h o o l  a nd
a l l  o f  i t s  p e r s o n n e l  f r o m  a n y  a nd  a l l  l i a b i l i t y  now and i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  
w i l l i n g n e s s  ' o  a l l o u  f i r s t  a i d  t o  be  g i v e n  t o  t h e  c h i l d  a s  s t a t e d  i n  t h e  
s c h o o l  d e p a r t m e n t  p r o t o c o l ,  a l i s t  o f  t h e  b e l i e f s  and p r a c t i c e s  s p e c i f i ­
c a l l y  v i o l a t e d  by i m m u n l z a t i n n *  g i v e n  t o  t h e  c h i l d ,  s p e c i f i c  a l l e r g i c  
r e a c t i o n s  r e f e r r e d  t o  and why,  and  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  
o b j e c t i o n  wou ld  be  f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t .  T he  l e t t e r  was 
t o  b e  c o m p l e t e d ,  s i g n e d  and  n o t a r i z e d  b e f o r e  L a r a  woul d b e  a l l o w e d  i n  
s c h o o l .  R o s e ' s  o b j e c t i o n  t h a t  n o n t  o f  t h e  p o i n t s  was r e q u i r e d  by l a w  was 
m et  b y  t h e  n u r s e ' s  r e i t e r a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  l a w y e r  r e q u i r e d  t h em .

D u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  24 h o u r s ,  Rose  g o t  a c o p y  o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  g e n e r a l  l a w s  
o n  i m m u n i z a t i o n  f r o m t h e  l i b r a r y .  Next  s h e  g o t  a n o t e b o o k ,  w r i t i n g  i n  i t  
e v e r y t h i n g  p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h e  i s s u e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  names o f  e v e r y o n e  s h e  had 
t a l k e d  t o  a r . l  e x a c t !  what  t h e y  had s a i d .  By m a k i n g  o n e  l o n g - d i s t a n c e  
p h o n e  c a l l ,  Rose l e a r n e d  t h a t  t h e  U . S .  Supreme C o u r t  had r u l e d  t h a t  an 
i n d i v i d u a l ’ s  p e r s o n a l  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s  do  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  h a v e  t o  be  t i e d  
t o  o r  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  a ny  e x t e r n a l  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  r e l i g i o u s  p r a c t i c e  
t h r o u g h  any o r g a n i z e d  r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  She c a l l e d  t h e  A t t o r n e y  
G e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e  i n  t h e  r o l e  o f  a n  i r a t e  m o t h e r  whos e  c h i l d  wa s  b e i n g  k e p t  
o u t  o f  s c h o o l .  ( " I  h a d  b e e n  t o l d  t h a t  i f  y o u ' r e  t o o  n i c e ,  t h e y  j u s t  p u t  
y o u  on t h e  b a c k  b u r n e r , "  Rose  e x p l a i n e d . )  An a s s l s t a u t  co t h e  A t t o r n e y  
G e n e r a l  c o l d  h e r  t h a t  w h i l e  t h o v  r o u l d n ' t  make a f o r m a l  d e c i s i o n  u n l e s s  
i t  was  I n  w r i t i n g ,  he p e r s o n a l ; 1.- f e l t  t h a t  Rose  a n d  h e r  h u s b a n d  had  com­
p l i e d  with,  t h e  l a w I n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  l e t t e r ,  a n d  he s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  Rose  
h a v e  t h e  s c h o o l  l a w y e r  c a l l  h i m.

When s h e  t e l e p h o n e d  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  t o  g e t  t h e  l a w y e r ' s  p h o n e  n u m b e r ,
R o s e  l e a r n e d  t h a t  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  n e v e r  hod s e e n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  l e t t e r .  He 
a l s o  c l a i m e d  t o  know n o t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  a d d e d  de ma nd s  made on  R o s e  b y  t h e  
s c h o o l  n u r s e .  A c a l l  co t h e  s c h o o l ' s  l a w y e r  p r o d u c e d  t h e  a d d e d  r e v e l a ­
t i o n  t h a t  lie knew n o t h i n g  a b o u t  t h o s e  d e m a n d s .  In  t h e  e n d ,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
p r e p a r e d  a s t a t e m e n t  w h i r h  c o n t a i n e d  one  s i n g l e  a g r e e m e n t  w h i c h  wo ul d  
a l l o w  f i r s t  . l i d  t o  be  g i v e n .  Rose  s i g n e d  t h e  s t a t e m e n t ,  a n d  L a r a  s t a r t e d  
s c h o o l ,  o n l y  one  d ay  l a c e !

G e t t i n g  h e r  d a u g h t e r  i n t o  s c h o o l  b eca me  a n e d u c a t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  f u r  
R o s e  a s  w e l l .  She l e a r n e d  t o  c h e c k  o u t  t h e  c l a i m s  o f  p e o p l e  i n  a u t h o r i t y  
b e c a u s e  t h e y  m i g h t  be  l y i n g .  She  l e a r n e d  t o  c h e c k  o u t  t h e  a c t u a l  l a w s  a nd  
u s e  t h e m .  And s h e  l e a r n e d  t h a t ,  w i t h  p e r s i s t e n c e ,  e v e n  a y o u n g  m o t h e r  
h o l d i n g  a n u r s i n g  b a b y  I n  h e r  a r m s  c a n  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  s y s t e m  a nd  w i n .  And 
I  t h i n k  s h e  d e s e r v e s  a m e d a l !
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IN TH IS ISSUE:
More on Immunizations

As the v a c c i n e  m a c h i n e  p r e p a r e s  to roll out n e w  p r o d u c t s — c h i c k e n  

p o x  v a c cine, H. i n f l u e n z a  m e n i n g i t i s  v a c c i n e ,  A I D S  v a c c i n e ,  m a l a r i a  

v a c c i n e — all of us m u s t  be al e r t e d  to the p r o v e n  r i s k s  and u n p r o v e n  

e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of t h o s e  v a c c i n e s  w h i c h  are a l r e a d y  avai l a b l e .

O n l y  chis k ind of i n f o r m a t i o n  can i m m u n i z e  us f r o m  the latest 

v o o d o o  c u r s e s  of d o c t o r s  ("If you are ; ot immunized, you and your 

c h i l d r e n  will die f r o m  f o r e i g n  travel") and fro m  their i r r a t i o n a l  

a t t e m p t s  to c r e a t e  guilt ("You u n p a t r i o t i c  people are d e p e n d i n g  on 

y o u r  i m m u n i z e d  n e i g h b o r s  to k e e p  you healthy").

T h u s — this e i g h t h  P e o p l e ' s  Doctor N e w s l e t t e r  on the r i s k s  of 

i m m u n i z a t i o n s .

D r. Robert Mendelsohn

My e i g h t - y e a r - o l d  daughter was immunized when she was a baby. I  l e t  her 
have the standard sho ts ,  something which I  would never do today. So 
what now? I s  th e re  something I  can do to balance out what was put i n t o  
he r  body?— Mrs. C .L .

a H e r e  a re my  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  for you and for the m a n y  o t h e r  p a r e nt s  w ho

ha v e  w r i t t e n  me a f t e r  c h a n g i n g  t heir m i n d s  about i m m u ni za ti o n s :

/ - V \  1) D o n’t let y ou r d o c t o r  give y ou r  child any more  i mmu niz at io n s .

■*- E ve n  if you a r e  in the m i d d l e  of a series, stop now.

Can shots 2) In the f u t u r e ,  don ' t  accept any o f  the immunizations which are
be undone? now on the drawing board , e .g  , chicken pox, m en ing i t i s ,  gonorrhea ,  etc .

3) Since your c h i l d  has a l r e a d y  rece ived ,  in add i t i o n  to the weak­
ened b a c t e r i a  and v i r u s e s ,  a host  o f  chemical agents in  those sho t s ,  do 
your best to reduce her  chemical in take  in the fu tu re .  Pay c l o se  a t t e n ­
t i o n  to food and wate r ,  med ic ine ,  e tc .

4) Most impo r tan t ,  remember tha t  in o rder  to have your ch i ld  immu­
n iz ed ,  you had to take her to the doc to r  when she was h ea l t h y .  In  the 
f u t u r e ,  keep her  away from doc to r s  un le s s  she i s  s i c k .  Tha t ' s  what my 
l a t e s t  book "How to Ra ise a Hea l thy  Ch i ld  in Spi te o f  Your Docto r "  
(Contemporary Books, $ 1 3 .9 5 )  i s .  a l l  about .

5) Remember, when your d oc to r  gave your ch i ld  those immunizations, 
he did not t e l l  you about t h e i r  p o s s i b l y  d i s a s t rou s  s ide e f f e c t s .  In  the 
f u t u r e ,  ask him p le n t y  o f  q ues t ion s ,  and then check up on h i s  answers.

DPT on  Since t h r e e  m a j o r  c ha rg e s  r e c e n t l y  have been e x p l o d e d  in the DPT
last leg s  c o n t r o v e r s y ,  no parent should take h is child to the d o c t o r ' s  o f f i c e  for 

that triple v a c c i n e  w i t h o u t  c a r e f u l l y  r e adi ng the f o l l o w i n g  d ocu m e n ts :



1 )  I f  you did not see ABC-TV's A p r i l  1985 ,' 2 0 / 2 0 "  program dea l ing  
with the DPT shot ( o r  even i f  you d id )  w r i t e  ABC f o r  a t r a n s c r i p t .  
I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  one o f  the d oc to r s  on tha t  program, Mark Thoman, M.D. ,  a 
p e d i a t r i c i a n  and e d i t o r - i n - c h i e f  o f  the J o u rn a l  o f  the American Academy 
o f C l i n i c a l  Tox ic o logy  (1426 Woodland, Des Moines, IA 5 0 3 0 9 ) ,  w i l l  send 
you the warnings issued by h is  o r g a n i z a t i o n  on the DPT vacc ine .

2 )  A new book,  "DPT: A Shot In The Dark"  (H a rc o u r t ,  Brace, 
Jovanov ich ,  $ 1 9 . 9 5 ) ,  p rov ides  in  e a s i l y  r e ad ab le  form the most compre­
hens ive documentation on DPT damage. The au tho r s  a re  renowned h i s t o r i a n  
H a r r i s  C ou l t e r  and Barbara F i s h e r ,  founder  o f  the p a r e n t s '  o rg a n i z a t i o n  
o f  vaccine-damaged ch i l d r e n  known as D i s s a t i s f i e d  Pa ren ts  Together (DPT). 
The book inc ludes  s c i e n t i f i c  evidence and case r e p o r t s .

3) A r e p o r t  on DPT by a group o f  l awye rs ,  "Advocates f o r  a Sa fe 
V acc ine , "  has been presented to members o f  Congress .  Th is  r e p o r t ,  which 
p rov ides  s c i e n t i f i c  evidence and i n t e r n a l  memos f rom vacc ine  manufac­
t u r e r s  and p ub l i c  o f f i c i a l s  presumably r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  vacc ine s a f e t y ,  
may be obta ined through the o f f i c e s  o f  Congressman Henry Waxman o f  
C a l i f o r n i a  and Senator  Paula Hawkins o f  F l o r i d a .

Now that the vacc ine issue i s  n a t i o n a l  news, eve ry  r e spon s ib le  
parent  must be su re  to get a l l  the l a t e s t  i n f o rm a t i o n  in  o rde r  to avoid 
f u t u r e  g u i l t  f e e l i n g s .  These three documents w i l l  enab le  parents  to 
make up thei\* minds. I  hope you w i l l  ask your  own d oc t o r  i f  he has 
done h i s  homework, s ince  1 p red ic t  tha t  any p r a c t i c i n g  phys ic ian  who 
c a r e f u l l y  reads t h i s  in f o rma t i on  w i l l  f i n d  h i s  hands shaking every time 
he reaches f o r  h i s  D P T - f i l l e d  sy r inge .

On the eve o f  our daugh te r ' s  f i r s t  b i r t h d a y ,  I  am w r i t i n g  to ask you a
few ques t ions  about v a c c in a t i o n s .  We have been a f r a i d  to  give them to
Heather because we a re  concerned that they con ta in  d r e a d fu l  t ox ic  th ings ,  
tha t  they would not c on t r i b u t e  to her h e a l t h  and might cause harm to her 
immune system.

Our daughter was born at home and s t i l l  i s  on b re a s t  m i lk ,  a l though
she has eaten f r u i t s ,  v eg e tab le s ,  cheese and b u t t e r .  She was given the
o r a l  p o l i o  vacc in e ,  and we have been t h in k in g  about g iv ing  her  the tetanus
sho ts .  We a re  convinced not to give her p e r t u s s i s ,  but a re  50 /50 on
d ip h th e r i a .  Would we be doing her harm o r  j e o p a r d i z i n g  her  h ea l th  i f  we 
gave her  the r e s t  o f  the p o l i o  shots as w e l l  as the te tanus shot?

As you can imagine ,  our c h i l d r e n ' s  h e a l t h  i s  o f  the utmost importance. 
We a re  lo o k in g  i n t o  home schoo l ing  f o r  the k id s  and a re  p lanning to move
out o f  Los Ange les ;  my husband has l i v e d  in  Chicago and W iscons in .— L .S .

You may not have to wor ry too much longe r  about the d ip h th e r i a  shot .
In e a r l y  1984, stung by the m u l t i -m i l l i o n  d o l l a r  judgments awarded to 
vaccine-damaged c h i l d r e n ,  Wyeth L abo r a t o r i e s  and Connaught L abo ra to r i e s  
stopped the manufacture and d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  DPT (p roduc t i on  has s ince 
been resumed).  L e d e r l e ,  whi le  s t i l l  in  the f i e l d ,  has r a i s e d  the cost  o f  
the vacc ine s h a rp l y .

As the count ry  and the manufactu re rs— and even the d o c t o r s— are 
l e a r n i n g  f i n a l l y  the t rue  cost  o f  the DPT vacc in e ,  a l l  the vacc ine 's  
manufac tu re rs  may permanent ly throw in  the towe l .  When t h i s  happens, the 
vacc ine  is sue  w i l l  have been s e t t l e d  by my f a v o r i t e  method— the American 
f r e e  e n t e rp r i s e  system.

When you con s id e r  where to r e - l o c a t e ,  keep in  mind tha t  whi le I l l i n o i s  
laws mandate immunization (no shots equal no s c h o o l ) ,  moves a re  a f o o t  to 
change tha t  law (see  page 4 ) .  Since you a re  i n t e r e s t e d  in  home schoo l ing ,  
you have jo in e d  many o the r  pa rents  who have t o ld  me that i f  they a re  smart 
enough not to immunize t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  they a l s o  a re  smart enough not to
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send them to s choo l .  You should know tha t  Wisconsin i s  one o f  the 22 
" l o o p h o l e  s t a t e s "  (you r  p resen t  s t a t e ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  i s  ano the r )  in  which 
pa ren ts  can exempt t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  from immunization on the grounds o f  
p e r sona l  c o n v i c t i o n .

On the day a f t e r  newspaper h ead l i n e s  t o ld  o f  two s tudents  who died 
f rom meas les a t  P r i n c i p i a  C o l l e g e ,  a C h r i s t i a n  Science Church schoo l  in  
Soul lern I l l i n o i s ,  *TV p ic t u r e s  showed anxious s tuden ts  on the campus 
l i n i n g  up f o r  immuniza tions.  Those p i c t u r e s  were enough to  scare any 
parent  i n t o  ta k ing  h i s  c h i ld  on an emergency v i s i t  to the d o c t o r ' s  o f f i c e  
f o r  a measles sho t .

IT you should take t h i s  r o u te ,  be sure to broach some sub je c t s  to 
your d oc to r  b e f o r e  he f i l l s  the sy r inge  f o r  your baby, your c o l l e g e - a g e  
son/daughter o r  f o r  you:

1 )  How sure were the P r i n c ip i a  d o c t o r s  o f  t h e i r  d iagnos is ?  A f t e r  
a l l ,  most d oc to r s  today see few cases o f  meas les ,  and they may not even 
re cogn iz e  the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  s ’ ^ns ( e . g . ,  white spots in the mouth) o f  
the d i s e a s e .  Did the d oc to r s  con f i rm  the d iagnos i s  by v i r u s  i s o l a t i o n  
from the t h r o a t  o r  b lood ,  o r  Sy c e r t a i n  b lood t e s t s  ( e . g . ,  complement- 
f i x a t i o n )  on those two v i c t im s ,  o r  i n  the o th e r  79 cases diagnosed as 
meas les s in ce  January 1985 in tha t  s choo l?  Did they exc lude o the r  
d i s ea se s  ..ometimes confused with meas les ,  in c lud ing  s c a r l e t  f e v e r ,  drug 
ra she s ,  meningococcal i n f e c t i o n s ,  i n f e c t i o u s  mononucleos is ,  Rocky Moun­
t a in  spo t ted  f e v e r ,  e t c . ?

2 )  Even though these s tudents  came from f a m i l i e s  which r e j e c t  
v a cc in e s ,  perhaps t h e i r  pa rents  f e l t  d i f f e r e n t l y  yea rs  ago and had them 
in ocu la te d  with the k i l l e d  measles vacc ine  when they were bab ies .  This  
dangerous immunization (which i s  no l o ng e r  a v a i l a b l e )  was given to  a 
m i l l i o n  c h i l d r e n  in the U.S . and Canada between 1963 and 1970.  R ec ip ien ts  
o f  t h i s  vacc ine ,  i f  l a t e r  exposed to n a t u r a l  meas les ,  may deve lop an 
e s p e c i a l l y  v i r u l e n t  cond i t i on  known m ed ic a l l y  as " a t y p i c a l  meas le s , "  
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by seve re  pneumonia and o the r  l i f e - t h r e a t e n i n g  c ond i t i o n s .  
A t y p i c a l  meas les has a l s o  occurred a f t e r  i n o c u l a t i o n  with the l i v e  measles 
v a cc in e ,  perhaps as a r e s u l t  o f  i n ad ve r t en t  i n a c t i v a t i o n  due to improper 
s t o r a g e .

3 )  Ask your doc to r  to give you the government-mandated form o r  the 
m anu fa c tu re r ' s  p r e s c r i b i n g  in fo rma t i on  or  the a r t i c l e s  from the Jou rno l  
o f  the American Medical A ssoc ia t ion  which d e sc r ib e  the adverse e f f e c t s  of  
the v a c c in e ,  in c lu d ing  thrombocytopenia (a c l o t t i n g  d e f i c i e n c y  le ad ing  to 
abnormal b le ed ing  i n t o  body o rg an s ) ,  h y p e r a c t i v i t y ,  l e a rn in g  d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  
p o l y n e u r i t i s ,  G u i l l a i n - B a r r e  syndrome, o c u la r  p a l s y  ( p a r a l y s i s  o f  the eye 
m usc le s ) ,  a r t h r a l g i a  ( p a i n fu l  j o i n t s ) ,  a r t h r i t i s ,  convu ls ion s  and a 
mys te r iou s  "s low v i r u s "  form o f  mental r e t a r d a t i o n  named SSPE which leads  
to death .

A) Were a l l  female P r i n c ip i a  C o l l e g e  s tudents  informed tha t  the p re ­
s c r i b i n g  in f o rm a t i o n  f o r  the vacc ine c l e a r l y  s t a t e s ,  "Sub jec t s  should be 
cons ide red  f o r  v a cc in a t i o n  on ly  i f  they agree they w i l l  not  become pregnant 
w i th in  th re e  months f o l l ow in g  vacc ine and i f  they a re  informed o f  the 
reason f o r  t h i s  p recau t ion  [ f e t a l  damage)"?

5 )  Were those c o l l e g e  s tudents  warned t h a t ,  in a dd i t i o n  to pregnancy, 
o th e r  c o n t r a i n d i c a t i o n s  to the vacc ine  inc lude  i l l n e s s  with f e v e r ;  a l l e r g y  
to eggs,  ch ickens and chicken f e a t h e r s ,  because o f  a p o t e n t i a l  r i s k  o f  
h y p e r s e n s i t i v i t y  r e a c t i o n s ,  and ( o f  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  to  c o l l e g e -age  
s tu d en t s )  the use o f  c o r t i s o n e ,  a drug p resen t  in  many an t i - a cne  medicat ions

6 )  Be fo re  the doc to r  plunges tha t  meas les vaccine need le  under the 
s k in ,  you might be we l l - adv ised  to ask to  see h i s  b o t t l e  o f  a d r e n a l in .
The p r e s c r i b i n g  in fo rma t ion  warns tha t  "ep ineph r ine  ( a d r en a l i n )  should be 
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  immediate use in case an anaphy lac to id  (shock ) r e a c t i o n  occurs

3
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7) Even i f  d ou to r s  a l  ‘ igh t  in  c la im ing  tha t  the measles vocc ine  
reduces the death r a t e  from j a s l e s ,  how, i n  the absence o f  any c o n t r o l l e d  
s tu d ie s ,  can we be su re  that the vacc ine  does not i n c rea se  deaths from 
o the r  causes? For example, ch o le s t y ram ine ,  a popu la r  c h o l e s t e r o l - l o w e r i n g  
drug, reduces the death r a t e  from h ea r t  a t t a c k .  But p a t i e n t s  on t h i s  drug 
have a h ighe r  death r a t e  from v i o l e n t  causes ( s u i c i d e s ,  homicides ,  a c c i ­
d e n t s ) .  Thus, the " f u n e r a l  r a t e "  o f  cho le s ty ram ine  t a k e r s  i s  the same.
Why h a sn ' t  a s tudy o f  t h i s  na tu re  been c a r r i e d  out on the meas les (o r  any 
o t h e r )  vacc ine?

Perhaps the heads o f  P r i n c i p i a  C o l l e g e  and t h e i r  Church should have 
i n s i s t e d  on ’a f u l l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by a pane l o f  e xpe r t s  r e p re s en t in g  both 
s id e s— vacc in e ’ e n thu s i a s t s  and vacc ine  c r i t i c s — so tha t  they cou ld have 
le a rned  the r e a l  t r u t h .  I f  tha t  had been the case ,  c o l l e g e  s tudents  and 
pa ren ts  would not have been panicked i n t o  moving h a s t i l y  on ly  to r e g r e t  
a t  l e i s u r e .  x

Salk vs. Sabin Many o f  you have been j u s t i f i a b l y  f r i g h t e n ed  o f  the Sabin p o l i o
polio vaccine vacc ine  which has been l in ked  to  eve ry  case o f  p o l i o  i r  the U.S . dur ing 

the past t h re e  y e a r s ,  and so you have asked me whether you should not be 
tak ing  the S a lk  vacc ine  in s t e ad .  Even though the Sa lk  vacc ine has not 
been shown to cause p o l i o ,  I  have been s k e p t i c a l  o f  i t  f o r  o the r  reasons 
( e . g . ,  i t s  a b i l i t y  to produce tumors in  expe r imenta l  a n im a ls ) .

Now, an ou tb reak  o f  f i v e  cases o f  p o l i o  in  F in land ( repo r ted  in 
American Medica l News, February 8, 1985 )  r e v e a l s  problems with the Sa lk  
vacc ine .  A 1 7 - y e a r - o l d  male developed p a r a l y t i c  p o l i o ,  even though he 
p r e v i o u s l y  had r e ce iv ed  f i v e  doses o f  i n a c t i v a t e d  ( S a l k )  p o l i o  vacc ine .
A 1 2 - y e a r - o l d  boy ,  who a l s o  had rece iv ed  f i v e  doses o f  S a lk  vacc ine ,  
developed p a r a l y t i c  p o l i o .  A 3 3 - y e a r - o l d  man, who had not  been comp le te ly  
immunized and who had Hodgkin's d i s e a s e ,  deve loped p a r a l y t i c  p o l i o .

Can you guess what the F inn ish  d o c t o r s  have recommended? You guessed 
i t — a campaign to immunize a l l  a d u l t s  with o r a l  (Sab in )  vaccine!

Religious For more than a y e a r ,  Penny and S tan le y  Heard o f  Hot Spr ings ,  Arkansas.
exemptions have been f i g h t i n g  to exempt t h e i r  h ea l th y  c h i l d r e n  from state-mandated 
for vaccines i n o c u l a t i o n s .  At the beginning o f  the 1984 schoo l  y e a r ,  the S ta te  granted 

the Heards a s ix -month exemption based on r e l i g i o u s  grounds. As repo r ted  
in  a t t o r n e y  Mark Huberman's column (Vege ta r ian  Hea l th  Sc ience , November/ 
December 1 9 8 4 ) ,  the' Heards fu rn ished  ev idence o f  membership in the Uni­
v e r s a l  L i f e  Church, based in  Modesto, C a l i f o r n i a .  I n d i v id u a l  branches of  
tha t  church, in c lu d ing  the one to which they be long ,  oppose vacc ines .

Illinois
reconsidering

mandatory

vaccinations

The I l l i n o i s  S ta te  Board o f  Educat ion and the Super intendent o f  
Education have recommended the e l im in a t i o n  o f  f i n a n c i a l  p e n a l t i e s  f o r  
s choo l s  which permit  non-immunized s tudents  to a t tend c l a s s e s  ( I l l i n o i s  
Medical  J o u r n a l , September 1984 ) .

The Board a l s o  adopted a recommendation to e l im in a t e  the f i f t h -  and 
n in th -g rade  mandatory phy s ic a l  examinat ion .  As you might expect, the 
I l l i n o i s  S ta te  Medica l Soc ie ty  opposes these two brave a c t i on s  by the 
S t a t e ' s  educa t ion  o f f i c i a l s  who f e e l  tha t  the purpose o f  schoo ls  i s  to 
educate , not  medicate .

1 w i l l  keep you informed on the l e g i s l a t i v e  f a t e  o f  these p roposa l s .

/
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Flu Shots Thanks to fo rmer top government v i r o l o g i s t ,  J .  Anthony M o r r i s ,  PhD,

discredited 1 ca,' pass on to you s c i e n t i f i c  data which d i s c r e d i t s  the f l u  v a cc in e .
h t  a meeting on January 24 and 25 ,  1985 ,  a government group known as 

t' e Vaccines and Re la ted  B i o l o g i c a l  P roduc ts  Adv iso ry  Committee (Cen te rs  
f o r  D isease  C o n t r o l ,  I n f l u e n z a  Branch, A t l a n t a ,  Geo rg ia )  p resented s tud ie s  
showing the f a i l u r e  o f  the vacc ine  to p r o t e c t  aga in s t  i n f l u e n z a  B i l l n e s s .  
Nurs ing home p a t i e n t s  i n  seven s t a t e s  v;ere s tud ied  ove r  f o u r  success ive  
i n f l u e n z a  seasons .  In an a n a l y s i s  o f  s tu d ie s  to  measure p r o t e c t i o n  
a f f o r d e d  by the in f l u e n z a  vacc ine aga in s t  i n f lu e n z a  i l l n e s s  in  aged 
p a t i e n t s  in two New York/New Je rs e y  h o s p i t a l s ,  i t  was shown that improper 
c o n t r o l s  wefe used. Thus, the t e s t  r e s u l t s  were meaning less .

In a d d i t i o n  to these important d i s c l o s u r e s  at  meetings at tended by 
s c i e n t i s t s  and d o c t o r s ,  t h i s  bad news about the f l u  vacc ine  was d i s t r i ­
buted to  the pub l i c  through the Gannett News Se rv ice  in an a r t i c l e
( Janua ry  30, 1985 )  by ace r e p o r t e r s  C h r i s  C o l l i n s  and John Hanchette
head l ined  ’ ’F lu  shot b en e f i t  ques t ioned in new s t u d i e s . "

In case your docto r  p o in t s  tha t  need le  in your d i r e c t i o n  and t e l l s
you tha t  f l u  shots  are good f o r  o ld  f o l k s ,  be sure to ask him whether he
i s  aware o f  these important s tu d ie s .

Many o l d e r  p a t i e n t s  who s u f f e r  f rom asthma a re  advised by t h e i r  
d o c t o r s  to have f l u  sho ts .  1 hope t h e i r  d oc to r s  know tha t  "immunizat ion 
p rocedu res  should not be undertaken in  p a t i e n t s  who a re  on c o r t i c o s t e r o i d s  
(Medrol  and p redn isone both be long to t h i s  g ro up ) . . .because o f  p o s s i b l e  
haza rd s  o f  n eu ro l og i c  comp l ic a t i on s  and a l a c k  o f  an t ibody r e sp on s e . "
That means tha t  any kind o f  immunization given to a p a t i e n t  who i s  tak ing  
Medro l can cause v e r t i g o ,  c on vu l s i o n s ,  increased i n t r a c r a n i a l  p re s su r e ,  
and dea th .  At the same t ime,  as measured by blood t e s t s ,  the shot 
d o e sn ' t  work.

The drive tc toh i le  no one knows f o r  su re  whether r o u t in e  ch i ldhood immunizations
immunize b e n e f i t  c h i l d r e n ,  no one ques t ions  th a t  such shots  c e r t a i n l y  b e n e f i t  

adults p e d i a t r i c i a n s .  Compulsory immunizations have produced a c ap t iv e  popu la ­
t i o n  f o r  p e d i a t r i c  s e r v i c e ,  a c ap t iv e  p opu la t ion  which must r e t u r n  at  
r e g u l a r  i n t e r v a l s  f o r  p e d i a t r i c  s e r v i c e .  This round-up c f  c h i l d  p a t i e n t s  
by p e d i a t r i c i a n s  has not gone unnot iced by doc to rs  who t r e a t  a c u l t s .  So 
no t  s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  the 60,000-member American Co l lege  o f  Phys ic ian s  has 
launched a ma jo r  campaign to make su re  tha t  "adu l t  Americans a re  as w e l l  
p r o te c te d  by vacc ines as t h e i r  c h i l d r e n . . . "

S ince the good d oc to r s  a re  recommending seven vacc ines  f o r  a d u l t s ,  
you must be prepared to ask your d oc to r  some quest ions i f  he t r i e s  to 
conv ince you o f  the s a f e t y  and va lue  o f  these shots :

1 )  I f  your docto r  suggests a te tanus  shot ,  ask him to  hand you the 
p r e s c r i b i n g  in fo rm a t i on  tha t  the manufactu rer  has shared with him so you 
can d i s c o v e r  the r e f e r e n c e s  d e sc r ib in g  n eu r o l o g i c a l  damage f rom tha t  
v a c c i n a t i o n .

2 )  Should your doc to r  recommend d iph the r ia  sho ts ,  ask him about the 
ev idence from d iph th e r ia  ou tb reaks  ( in c lu d in g  that r ep o r t ed  by the Chicago 
Board o f  Hea l th )  which show tha t  n e i t h e r  the incidence o f  the d i s ea se  nor 
the outcome were d i f f e r e n t  in those who were vaccinated and those who 
were n o t .

3 )  I f  the docto r  adv is e s  you to  have the measles vacc ine ,  be sure to 
ask  him f o r  the p r in ted  p r e s c r i b i n g  in fo rma t i on  so tha t  you can l e a r n  the 
s eve re  n e u r o l o g i c a l  c omp l ica t ion s  a s soc ia ted  with t h i s  immunization.

4 )  I f  the docto r  recommends the r u b e l l a  (German meas les )  vacc ine ,  
ask him about the much h ighe r  inc idence  o f  a r t h r i t i s  in a d u l t s  who use 
t h i s  p roduc t .
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5) I f  the d oc to r  adv ise s  the h e p a t i t i s  vacc ine ,  ask him why tw o - th i r d s  
o f  medica l pe rsonne l  who a re  cons ide red  to  be a t  r i s k  o f  deve lop ing
t h i s  s e r i o u s  l i v e r  d isease  have re fu sed  t h i s  vacc ine ,  even when i t  i s  
o f f e r e d  w i thou t  charge .  Because the h e p a t i t i s  vacc ine  i s  a human b lood 
p roduc t ,  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  f e a r  i t  may harbor  the agent tha t  t r an sm i t s  
AIDS— even though not  a s in g l e  case o f  AIDS has thus f a r  been t r a ced .b ack  
to tha t  v a cc in e .

6 )  I f  the d oc to r  o f f e r s  you the in f lu en za  vacc ine ,  ask him i f  he 
remembers the hundreds o f  cases o f  p a r a l y s i s  tha t  r e s u l t e d  from the swine 
f l u  vacc in e ,  a c ond i t i o n  which can deve lop wi,-.h any kind o f  f l u  v a cc in e .

7 )  I f  the d oc to r  suggests the pneumococcal vacc ine ,  ask him i f  he 
knows tha t  a v a r i e t y  o f  n e u r o l o g i c a l  d i s o r d e r s ,  in c lud ing  p a r a l y s i s ,  have 
been a s so c ia ted  with t h i s  substance . Fur the rmore ,  make sure you have not 
rece ived  pneumococcal vacc ine  in  the p a s t ,  s ince r e - v a c c i n a t i o n  o f  a d u l t s  
i s  not recommended.

When your  d oc to r  recommends the seven vacc ines ,  be sure he doesn ' t  
a c c id e n t l y  throw in the p o l i o  vacc ine  (not to be given to a d u l t s )  o r
p e r t u s s i s ,  the whooping cough vacc ine  (not to be given to anyone ove r
f i v e  yea rs  o f  a g e ) .

A f t e r  you have done your homework, you may dec ide to r e j e c t  your
d o c t o r ' s  recommendations. He then may remind you o f  the danger o f
t e tanu s .  He may l u r i d l y  de sc r ib e  the r i s . t  o f  a r u s t y  n a i l  le ad ing  
to lo ck jaw ,  p a r a l y s i s ,  convu ls ion s  and p a i n f u l  death .  I f  so ,  you might 
p o in t  out to him th a t ,  accord ing  to the Fede ra l  Centers f o r  D isease 
C o n t r o l ,  40 pe rcen t  o f  a d u l t s  in  t h i s  country  have not had the b oo s t e r  
te tanus i n j e c t i o n s  which a re  needed to  p r o t e c t  them aga ins t  t h i s  d i s e a s e .
In view o f  those  s t a t i s t i c s ,  where a r e  a l l  the cases o f  te tanus f rom a l l  
those r u s t y  n a i l s ?

W i l l  t h i s  adu l t  v a c c in a t i o n  d r i v e  succeed? I  p re d i c t  tha t  these 
w e l l - i n t e n t i o n e d  doc to r s  w i l l  not be ab le  to c o r r a l  t h e i r  adu l t  p a t i e n t s  
w ith n e a r l y  the same success r a t e  achieved by t h e i r  p e d i a t r i c  c o l l e a g u e s .  
A f t e r  a l l ,  most pa ren ts  f e a r  more f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  then they do f o r  
themse lves .  So support  your commonsense with a l i t t l e  homework. Be fo re  
your doc to r  aims the need le  in  your d i r e c t i o n ,  ask him to g ive you the 
read ing  m a t e r i a l  on vacc ines  recommended by t h i s  News le t te r .

With the s tepped-up d r i v e  to  v acc in a te  U.S. a d u l t s  (now that more 
than 90 o e rcen t  o f  c h i l d r e n  have been f o rced  to r e c e i v e  immunizat ions 
because o f  the no sho t s /no  schoo l  l aw s ) ,  the government d oc to r s  a t  the 
Centers  f o r  D isease  Con t ro l  a re  t r y i n g  to f i g u r e  out how to accompl ish 
t h e i r  new g o a l .  The f r o n t  page o f  the AHA News (February 1, 1985 )  bore 
the h ead l i n e ,  " I s  a 'Gimmick' the Answer?"

The government d oc to r s  complain that  40 percent o f  U .S . a d u l t s  l a c k  
p r o t e c t i o n  f rom te tanu s ,  30 percent have no an t ib od ie s  aga ins t  d i p h th e r i a ,  
and 10 to 15 pe rcen t  o f  women a re  s t i l l  s u s c ep t ib le  to German meas le s .
The government d oc t o r s  t e l l  us t h a t ,  with regard to the f l u  vacc ine ,  
th ings  a re g e t t i n g  worse.  The p o p u l a r i t y  o f  f l u  v acc in a t ion s  peaked at 
38 percent o f  the h i g h - r i s k  p opu la t i on  in 1977, but s ince then,  i t  has 
dec l in ed  to between 25 percent and -35 percent (sounds as though peop le  
le a rned  something from the swine f l u  f i a s c o ) .

Because o f  t h i s  s o r r y  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s ,  the AMA adv ise s ,  "Adul t  
vacc ines  need a gimmick— something ca tchy ,  yet s oph i s t i c a t e d ,  designed 
to cap tu re  the  imag ina t ion  o f  a popu lace tha t  embraces b o t t l e d  wate r ,  
runn ing shoes ,  and P r i t i k i n  d i e t s ,  ye t  b a lk s  at  the thought o f  a s imp le  
i n o c u l a t i o n . "  ( Imagine comparing my sneakers  to a " s im p l e " i n o c u l a t i o n !)

The CDC's w e l l - i n t e n t i o n e d  phys ic ian s  then proceed to specu la te  on 
the reasons  f o r  the "abysmal" acceptance r a t e  o f  vacc ines .  Reason i l l  i s :  
" P a t i e n t s  d on ' t  want v a c c in e s . "  The d o c to r s  answer: "There a re  l i n g e r i n g
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doubts about s a f e t y .  In the minds o f  n. iny p a t i e n t s ,  the h e p a t i t i s  vacc ine 
s t i l l  i s  l i n k ed  to  acqui red immune d e f i c i e n c y  syndrome (A IDS) ;  the f l u  
v a cc in e ,  to p a r a l y s i s ,  and the d ip h t h e r i a / p e r t u s s i s / t e t a n u s  vacc ine  to 
b r a in  damage." (The CDC doc to r s  f a i l  t o  mention tha t  tw o - t h i r d s  o f  
phys ic ian s  e l i g i b l e  f o r  the h e p a t i t i s  vacc ine have re fused  to take i t ,  
and G u i l l a i n - B a r r e  p a r a l y s i s  from the f l u  vacc ine and c e r e b r a l  p a l s y  from 
the whooping cough -pe r tu s s is  vacc ine e x i s t  not in  the minds o f  p a t i e n t s ,  
but r a t h e r  in t h e i r  pa ra lyzed  l im b s , )

Another r e a s on .g iv e n  by governnent d oc to r s  i s ,  "Phys ic i an s  do not 
encourage v a c c i n a t i o n . "  (Maybe phys ic ian s  who have f l e s h - a n d -b l o o d  
p a t i e n t s  know something the CDC t h e o r e t i c i a n s  d o n ' t . )  A recen t  p o l l  
r e v ea l ed  chat 50 percent o f  e l d e r l y  peop le  who requested a f l u  vacc ine  
were dissuaded by t h e i r  phys ic ian s— l e t ' s  hear i t  f o r  those d oc to r s !

The government d oc to r s  complain about o the r  f o r c e s  which oppose 
immuniza t ions ,  e . g . ,  "Res i s tance  ffrom c i v i l  l i b e r t a r i a n s  who a s s e r t  tha t  
you cannot f o r c e  h e a l t h y  i n d i v i d u a l s  to  be v a c c i n a t e d . . . "  And they 
conc lude , "The b igges t  o b s t a c l e ,  however, i s  phys ic ian  and pub l i c  i g n o ranc e . "

"Consumers a r e n ' t  so ld  on the i d e a , "  bemoans the d i r e c t o r  o f  market ing 
f o r  Merck Sharp & Dohme. (What would you expect a d i r e c t o r  o f  market ing 
f o r  a vacc ine manufac tu re r  to bemoan?) He con t inues ,  "We're ask ing them 
to do something they don ' t  want to do and a r e n ' t  requ i red  to do. We're 
ask ing  them to spend money and cause pa in  to p revent themse lves from 
d is e a s e  t h e y ' l l  p robab ly  never g e t . "  (Can ' t  argue with t h a t ! )

The vacc ine  en thu s ia s t s  have s o l u t i o n s  which even they concede "range 
f rom the subl ime to  the r i d i c u l o u s . "  They desc r ibe  a "vacc ine voucher"  
which i s  " j u s t  l i k e  the d iscount ca rds peop le use to get ba rga ins  a t  d ry  
c l e a n e r s  or  win p r i z e s  from c e r e a l  boxes.  These government-prov ided 
vouchers  could be t raded in by p a t i e n t s  f o r  a f r e e  v a c c in a t i o n  at  the 
p h y s i c i a n ' s  o f f i c e  o f  t h e i r  c h o i c e : "  They propose ,  "A vacc ine s up e r s t a r  
cou ld  do f o r  i n f e c t i o u s  d isease  what Michael  Jackson did f o r  drug abuse 
o r  Mary T y l e r  Moore did f o r  d i a b e t e s . "  ( I  assume t h i s  f a l l s  in  the 
" sub l ime "  ca tego ry  o f  recommendations . )

CDC phys ic ian s  suggest a catchy s logan ,  such as "Vaccines a re  not 
j u s t  k id s t u f f "  o r  "Vaccines:  The adu l t  th ing to d o ! "  In case the above 
market ing techniques don ' t  do the t r i c k ,  the government d oc to r s  a re  ready 
to u n f u r l  t h e i r  crepe-hanging techn iques ,  using TV spots to  s t i r  up 
memories o f  the 1918 f l u  epidemic (p re c iou s  few o f  us have memories tha t  
go back tha t  f a r ) ,  i r o n  lungs and c r i p p le d  l imbs from p o l i o ,  e t c .  Maga­
z in e  ads could warn h ig h - r i s k  groups ;  f o r  example, the h e p a t i t i s  vacc ine  
has been plugged in 73 gay magazines.

The CDC doc to r s  recognize t h a t ,  f o r  ch i ld  vacc ines ,  the schoo l system 
i s  the "ga tekeepe r "  o f  immunizations.  They complain, "But a d u l t s  have no 
common i n s t i t u t i o n  through which they a l l  p a ss . "

Perhaps your own doc to r ,  i f  he be longs to the AMA, w i l l  share t h i s  
e n t i r e  AMA News a r t i c l e  with you. Then, you can read in d e t a i l  the 
government d oc to r s '  game plan f o r  t h i s  new shoot ing war in  which you are 
the t a r g e t .

Dr. Mendelsohn's la test  book, "How to Raise a Healthy Child in Spite of Your 
Doctor ," has been published by Contemporary Books ($13 .95 ) .

‘.''Confessions of a Medical Heretic" i s  avai lab le from WarnerBooks ($3.25 ) .
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by M arian T o m p so n
E io c u llv a  D irec to r, 

A lta rn it lv a  B irth C r lt l*  C oa lition

My Immu nization file orig i n a l l y  was put together to help m y  da ughters 

and their husbands de c i d e  what to do about immunizing their children. But 

in recent years it's been shared with a lot of other families. If you're 

looking for information, documentation, or help with a v a ccine damaged 

child, here are some of the published resources now available:

1) "DPT: A Shot In the Dark," by medical hi storian Harris L. Coulter 

and Barbara Loe Fisher (Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, $19.95). While it's 

hard to get through the heart-w r e n c h i n g  interviews with p arents whose 

children de veloped se rious reactions to the DPT shot, this comprehensive 

report also giv es up the b ackground on pertussis and the d e v e lopment of 

the DPT vaccine with all the political, economic and social forces involved 

in shaping our v a c c i n a t i o n  policy. It includes a guide for parents on 

vaccine reactions, medical conditions that put a child at high risk of a 

reaction, and the dangers of the disease itself.

2) "Dangers of C o m p u l s o r y  Immunizations— How To Avoid T h e m  Legally," 

by attorney Tom Finn (Family Fitness Press, P.O. Box 1658, S ew  Port Richey, 

FL 33552, $5.95). A n a t i o n a l l y - k n o w n  trial attorney, T o m  Finn has litigated 

cases dealing with health f r eedom issues, including c o m p u l s o r y  immunizations. 
Brief and to the point, the book gives readers thii background of immuniza­

tions, the status of the law, and alte rnatives tc. inoculating their children.

3) " I mmunization Booklet" (Mothering Publications, P.O.Box 8410,

Santa Fe, N>! 87504, $5.00). Reprints of the best a r t i c l e s  on immunization 

that have .ppeared in Mothering magazine are presented in this newly 

revised edition wit h  an updated resource section.

4) "The Vaccine M a c h i n e "  (Gannett News Service, Box 7858, W a s h i n g­

ton, DC 20044, 1984). A  24 -page special report available free of charge.

5) "DPT" (Fresno Bee, Features Dept., 1626 E. Street, Fresno, CA 

93786). T w e lve-page re print of a multiple-part series that appe ared in 

the Fresno B e e .

6) "How We Beat the School System— One Family's L e n g t h y  Struggle 

to Avoid Compulsory Immuniz a t i o n s  at School," by Robert Allanson, plus 

"The Medical Time Bomb of I mm unization Against Disease" (from "How To 

Raise a Healthy Child in Spite of Your Doctor") by Robert S. Mendelsohn,

M.D., in East/West J o u r n a l , November, 1984. Available fro m  East/West 

J o u r n a l , Back Issues Dept 144B, 17 Station St., P.O.Box 1200, Brookline,

M A  02147, $2.00.

The following org a n i z a t i o n s  have excellent resources on vaccines:

1) DPTSH0T (Determined Parents to Stop Hurting Our Tots), P.O.

Box 543, Beaver Dam, WI 53916.’ L'her. Marge Grant, the founder, appeared

on the Dor.ahue Show with her vaccine-damaged son, Scott, she asked viewers 

to send her i n f ormation on other vacci ne-damaged children in an attempt to 

start £ central record k e eping agency. Everyone who w r i t e s  to DPTSH0T 

rece ives a newsletter.

2) DPT (Dissatisfied Pa rents Together), 128 Branch Road, Vienna, VA 

22180. The goals of this non-profit organization include in-depth research 

and study of the per tussis portion of DTP; effecting m a n d a t o r y  reporting of 

adverse reactions; promoting public debate on whether or not the vaccine 

should be a requirement for attending school, and assuring treatment and 
compensation for persons da maged by the vaccine. A copy of the first 

v a ccine reform bill to be signed into law in Maryland in 1984 is available 

for $2.00. The group also sells a 16-page information booklet, "Pertussis 

and Pertussis V a c c i n e , "  for $3.00.

3) Advocates for a Safe Vaccine (Andrew W. Dodd, Esq., Ward, Dodd,

Gaunt $ Denver, 21 525 Haw th orn e Blvd., Pavillion A, Torrence, CA 90503) 

is a group of lawyers w h o  have extensive experience r e p r e senting plain­

tiffs allegedly suff e r i n g  the effects of w h o oping cough v a ccine  injuries. 

T hey have prepa red an impres siv e interim report on DPT v a c c i n e  for the 

use of p rofessionals engaged in similar litigation.

4) Physicians for Study of Pertussis Vaccines (Box 345, 11072 San 

Pablo A v e . , El Cerrito, CA 94530) is a small, but r a p i d l y  growirj, group 

of physicians, s c ien tists and nurses committed to the continued develop­

ment, improvement and avai l a b i l i t y  of safe and effective vaccines. This 

group recently initiated legislation introduced in the California Assembly 

whi c h  would require true labe ling of DPT vaccines sold in Cali fornia as to 

their actu al assayed potencies.

5) And last but not least, there’s this Newsletter. While most other 

resources have o nly been available for a few years, since April of 1978,

T h e  People's Doctor has devoted eight issues to informing renders on the 

risks and confusion surrounding immunizations.
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As the government drumbeating in favor of immunizations grows ever 

louder. I've decided to devote a large part of this issue of my 

Newsletter to a discussion of the risks of inoculating against 

certain diseases. You've had ample opportunity to read all the 

"pros," so new is your chance to find out why immunizations, like 

all of medicine, are a mixed blessing.

Historically, immunizations were designed for very serious, 

life-threatening diseases such as smallpox, tetanus, and diphtheria. 

The risks of getting these illnesses were great, and so were the 

mortality rates. As the incidence of once-sweeping disease out­

breaks (such as the smallpox epidemic which decimated the Aztec and 

Inca populations in the 16th century) has declined, the risks of 

immunizati ons have begun to take on a greater importance. In fact, 

with some immunizations, the risks of taking r e shots may outweigh their benefits. 

For example, in 1976, while addressing science writers at a seminar of the American 

Cancer Society, Dr. Robert Simpson of Rutgers University pointed out that "immuni­

zation programs against flu, measles, mumps, polio, etc. actually may be seeding 

humans with RNA to form pro-viruses which will then become latent cells throughout 

the body. Some of these latent pro-viruses could be molecules in search of diseases 

which under proper cond itions become activated and cause a variety of diseases 

including rheumatoid arthritis, multiple sclerosis, lupus erythematosus, Parkinson's 
disease and parhaps cancer ."

nDr. Robert Mendelsohn

Smallpox The United S ta te s  f i n a l l y  has abandoned smal lpox immunization
because the r i s k  o f  s e r i ou s  comp l icat ions ,  lead ing to death in one 
per m i l l i o n  v a c c in a t i o n s ,  was higher from the vaccine than from the 
r i s k  o f  sma l lpox i t s e l f .  The r i s k s  o f  a person being h o sp i t a l i z ed  
with e n c ep h a l i t i s  o r  with condi t ions known as eczema vaccinatum and 
p rog re s s iv e  v a c c in ia  was about 10 per m i l l i o n  vacc in a t ion s .  The r i s k  
o f  a s e r i ou s  comp l ica t ion  inc lud ing eczema vaccinatum, acc iden ta l  im­
p l a n t a t i o n  o f  v a cc in ia  on the eye, o r  s up e r in fe c t io n  o f  a v a r i e t y  o f  
sk in  cond i t i on s  approached 1 ,000  cases per m i l l i o n  primary vacc inat ions .

Diphtheria D iph th e r ia ,  once an important cause o f  d isease and death, has
l a r g e l y  d isappea red ,  but immunizations cont inue . Even when a ra re  out­
break o f  d ip h th e r i a  does occur ,  th is  form o f  immunization o f ten  i s  o f  
ques t ionab le  v a lu e .  For example, during a 1969 outbreak o f  d iphther ia  
in Chicago, f o u r  o f  the 16 v ic t ims (accord ing to a Chicago Board o f  
Hea l th  r e p o r t )  had been f u l l y  immunized aga ins t  the d isease ,  and f i v e
1



Jr-Tn ■
■ ^5I^T Srl ^ ^ 8 P e 8 P $|P’. , ,  -   . . . .    r v ....................   - J ( . X „ ro t h e r s  had rece ived  one o r  more doses o f  the vacc in e ,  two o f  these 

showing ev idence o f  f u l l  immunity. I n  ano the r  r e p o r t  o f  th re e  f a t a l  
d i p h t h e r i a  cases ,  one i n d i v id u a l  who d ied and 1-4 o f  23 c a r r i e r s  had 
been f u l l y  immunized.

Whooping Whooping cough ( p e r t u s s i s )  vacc ine  i s  h o t l y  debated in  many p laces
Cough in the wo r ld ,  b o t h ‘because i t s  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  r a t e  i s  o n l y  about 50 per 

cent and because i t  may cause h igh f e v e r s  and convu ls ions  as w e l l  as a< 
form o f  encepha lopathy (b r a in  damage). This vacc ine i s  regarded as so 
dangerous that most pub l i c  h e a l t h  a u t h o r i t i e s  p r o h i b i t  i t s  use a f t e r  
age s i x .  Meanwhile, whooping cough i t s e l f  has almost comp le te ly  d i s ­
appeared ( l e s s  than 1 ,00 0  repo r ted  cases in 1 9 7 6 ) ,  and i t  s hou ldn ' t  be 
too long  b e f o r e  the whooping cough vacc ine  goes the r ou te  o f  the sm a l l ­
pox vacc ine .

Measles In recen t  y e a r s ,  vacc ines have been developed and in t roduced f o r
meas le s ,  mumps, and German meas les , c ond i t i o n s  which c e r t a i n l y  do not 
have the dread im p l i c a t i o n s  o f  sm a l lp o x ,  te tanus ,  and d ip h th e r i a .  
( I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  c o n t r a r y  to popu la r  b e l i e ' ,  measles cannot cause b l i n d ­
ness ;  i t  can cause a c ond i t i on  known as photophobia which pa ren ts  yea rs  
ago t r e a t e d  by s imp ly  p u l l i n g  down the windowshades. )

Measles vacc ine  i s  designed p r im a r i l y  to p revent measles encepha­
l i t i s  which i s  sa id  to occur in  one out o f  one thousand cases o f  meas les.  
Any o f  us who has had decades o f  expe r ience  with m ias le s  must ques t ion  

, t h i s  s t a t i s t i c :  The inc idence o f  1 /1 0 0 0  may be accu ra te  f o r  c h i l d r e n
who l i v e  i n  c ond i t i o n s  o f  pove r ty  and m a ln u t r i t i o n ,  but in  the middle 
and upper c l a s s e s ,  i f  one excluded s imp le  s le ep ine s s  from the measles 
i t s e l f ,  the inc idence  o f  t rue  e n c e p h a l i t i s  p robab ly  i s  more l i k e  
1 / 1 0 , 0 0 0  o r  1 / 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  Meanwhile, the vacc ine i t s e l f  i s  assoc ia ted  with 
encepha lopathy in  one case per m i l l i o n  and with a s e r i e s  o f  o the r  compli ­
c a t i o n s  such as SSPE (subacute s c l e r o s i n g  p an en c ep h a l i t i s ) .  Other neuro­
l o g i c  and sometimes f a t a l  cond i t i on s  a s soc ia ted  with the measles vaccine 
in c lud e  a t a x i a  ( i n a b i l i t y  to c o o rd in a te  muscle movements) , r e t a r d a t i o n ,  
l e a r n i n g  d i s a b i l i t y  o r  h y p e r a c t i v i t y ,  a s e p t i c  m en ing i t i s ,  s e i z u r e  d i s ­
o r d e r s  and hem ipa res is  ( p a r a l y s i s  a f f e c t i n g  one s ide o f  the body ) .  I  
wonder whether the cu r ren t  epidemic o f  h y p e r a c t i v i t y  in  c h i l d r e n  may 
have i t s  o r i g i n ,  a t  l e a s t  in p a r t ,  in  the measles vacc ine .

Mumps Mumps vacc ine  i s  ex t remely que s t i o n ab le .  While i t  o b v iou s ly  de­
c rea se s  the inc idence o f  mumps in  the ch i l d r e n  to whom i t  i s  g iven ,  i t  
does so a t  a p o s s i b l e  r i s k  o f  expos ing them to the dangers o f  mumps 
l a t e r ,  i f  the e f f e c t s  o f  the mumps vacc ine  prove to l a s t  l e s s  than a 
l i f e t i m e .  The chance o f  s t e r i l i t y  from mumps i s  ove r ra ted  s ince in  
p r a c t i c a l l y  eve ry  case o f  mumps o r c h i t i s  ( in f lammation o f  the t e s t e s ) ,  
o n ly  one t e s t i s  i s  a f f e c t e d ,  and a man cou ld  repopu la te  the e n t i r e  world 
w i th  the o t h e r  one.

German The German measles ( r u b e l l a )  vacc ine  remains c o n t r o v e r s i a l  through-
Measles out the Western wo r ld ,  and the re  i s  l i t t l e  consensus rega rd ing  the age 

o f  the  p opu la t i o n  which should be immunized and when the immunization 
shou ld  be g iven .  Meanwhile, the r i s k  o f  a r t h r i t i s ,  u s u a l l y  temporary
2
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but no t  uncommonly l a s t i n g  f o r  many months, f rom the r u b e l l a  vacc ine  
r a i s e s  the ques t ion  o f  whether i t  causes more damage than i t  p re ven t s .
I t  a l s o  i s  deba tab le  whether immunization o f  c h i l d r e n  does anyth ing  to 
p r o t e c t  the one who i s  at  the g r e a t e s t  r i s k  i f  s t ru c k  by German measles 
— namely, an unborn f e t u s .  In the United S t a t e s ,  r u b e l l a  vacc ine i s  
adm in is te red  r o u t i n e l y  to c h i l d r e n ,  r a t h e r  than to women who a re  contem­
p l a t i n g  pregnancy.  I t  i s  d o ub t fu l  whether t h i s  kind o f  immunizat ion can 
be v a l i d a t e d  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s ince  the r a t e  o f  d e f e c t i v e  
bab ies  born to mothers with obv ious ,  diagnosed r u b e l l a  v a r i e s  w ide ly  
from one yea r  t o  the n ex t ,  f rom one epidemic to the n e x t ,  and from one 
study to the n ex t .

Immunization i s  not  the s o l e  f a c t o r  in  de te rm in ing whether o r  not  
one c o n t r a c t s  a d i s e a s e .  Numerous o th e r  f a c t o r s  such as n u t r i t i o n ,  
hous ing ,  and s a n i t a t i o n  a l l  f i g u r e  in dete rmin ing whether a person w i l l  
c o n t r a c t  a d i s e a se  aga in s t  which he has been immunized. As a mat te r  o f  
f a c t ,  one o f  the dete rm inan ts  in whether o r  not a person comes down 
with a d i s ea se  may be whether he has been immunized aga in s t  the d is ease !  
In  September 1977 ,  Jonas S a l k ,  d eve lope r  o f  the k i l l e d  p o l i o  v i r u s  vac­
c in e ,  t e s t i f i e d  a long  with some o th e r  s c i e n t i s t s  tha t  most o f  the hand­
f u l  o f  p o l i o  cases which had occurred in  the U .S .  s ince  the e a r l y  1 9 7 0 ’ s 
p robab ly  were the byproduct o f  the l i v e  p o l i o  vacc ine which i s  in  s tan ­
dard use h e re .  In  F in land and Sweden, there have been no cases o f  p o l i o  
in more than 10*y e a r s ,  but in those c o u n t r i e s ,  the k i l l e d  v i r u s  vacc ine 
i s  used a lmost  e x c l u s i v e l y .

No one who l i v e d  through the 1940 ' s  and saw p ic t u r e s  o f  c h i l d r e n  in  
i r o n  lu ng s ,  saw z P re s id en t  con f ined  to h i s  whee lcha i r  by t h i s  dread dis' 
ease ,  and was f o rb idden  to use p ub l i c  beaches f o r  f e a r  o f  ca tch ing p o l i o  
can f o r g e t  the f r i g h t e n in g  spec t r e  i t  ra i sed  in a l l  minds. But today, 
when the man who i s  c r ed i t ed  w ith  stamping out p o l i o  p o in t s  to the 
vacc ine  as the source  o f  the hand fu l  o f  cases which d£ e x i s t ,  i t ' s  
h igh time to  ques t ion  what we a re  ga in ing by v acc in a t ing  an e n t i r e  
p o pu la t i o n  a g a in s t  tha t  d i s ea se .

I  neve r  can th in k  about f l u  sho ts  without remembering a wedding 
I  once a t t ended .  S t r ange ly  enough, no grandparents were among ti.e 
p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  and no one who was p resen t  seemed to be ove r  60 .  When 
I  asked where a l l  the o l d e r  f o l k s  were , I  was t o ld  they had a l l  r e ­
ce ived  t h e i r  f l u  sho ts  a few days b e f o r e ,  and they a l l  were a t  home, 
r e c o v e r i n g  f rom the i l l  e f f e c t s  o f  the shots !

The f l u  v a c c i n e ’ s e f f i c a c y  and potency s t i l l  a re sub je c t s  o f  g rea t  
deba te ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s ince  the s t r a i n s  covered by one y e a r ’ s vacc ine 
o f t e n  f a i l  to co r respond to whatever s t r a i n s  a re  causing f l u  a t  tha t  
p a r t i c u l a r  t ime. The e n t i r e  e f f o r t  resembles a game o f  r o u l e t t e  in 
which, in  any g iven y e a r ,  the numbers may o r  may not match the s t r a i n s .

We were a l l  a f f o rd e d  a peek i n t o  the r e a l  dangers o f  the f l u  vac­
c ine  in  1976 when c l o s e  governmental  s u r v e i l l a n c e  o f  one s t r a i n ,  the 
swine f l u  v a cc in e ,  d i s c l o s ed  tha t  565 cases o f  G u i l l a i n - B a r r e  p a r a l y s i s  
were a s s o c i a t e d  with t h i s  vacc ine ,  as were the unexp la ined  deaths o f  
30 e l d e r l y  p e r son s .  One wonders how much more would be known about the 
i l l  e f f e c t s  o f  f l u  sho ts  i f  t h i s  k ind o f  s u r v e i l l a n c e  had been exerc ised 
ove r  eve ryone who had rece ived  o th e r  forms o f  f l u  vacc ine ove r  the years  

WTiat's ahead f o r  the fu tu re ?  A vaccine has been deve loped f o r  
Russ ian  f l u  which Dr. John Sea l  o f  the Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  A l l e r g y  and
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I n f e c t i o u s  Disease says may cause the same p a r a l y z in g  G u i l l a i n - B a r r e  
syndrome. "We have to go on the b a s i s  th a t  any and a l l  f l u  vacc ines  
a r e  capab le  o f  causing G u i l l a i n - B a r r e , "  D r . Sea l  6ays .  £ga in ,  we a re  
qu ick 10  p u l l  the immunization t r i g g e r ,  but we a re  s low to examine the 
consequences o f  ou r a c t i o n s .

My son w i l l  be going away to  camp nex t  summer. W i l l  he need a te tanus  
b o o s t e r  sho t?— W.M.

A Not i f  h e 's  had one dur ing the past  10 y e a r s .

'stanus boosters

P le a s e  he lp  me with t h i s  p rob lem. We a ppa ren t l y  a re  going to be r e qu i r e d  
by law to  immunize our s choo l -age  c h i l d r e n .  I  have put o f f  g e t t i n g  r u ­
b e l l a  and mumps shots f o r  our 1 2 - y e a r - o l d  daughter in the hope tha t  she 
would get these i l l n e s s e s  n a t u r a l l y ,  but she has n o t .  1 read tha t  r u b e l l a  
immunization :'s not ve ry  l o n g - l a s t i n g ,  w i th  25 per cent o f  those immunized 
l o s i n g  p r o t e c t i o n  w i th in  f i v e  ye a r s  a f t e r  i n o c u l a t i o n .

When my daughter was immunized a g a in s t  red measles a t  the age o f  18 
months, she became ve ry  i l l ,  and h e r  eyes were crossed f o r  yea r s  a f t e r ­
wards because o f  the high f e v e r  she had deve loped .  The daughter o f  a 
f r i e n d  o f  mine s u f f e r e d  from a r t h r i t i s  a f t e r  being immunized ag a in s t  Ger­
man meas le s ,  and she s t i l l  has the c o n d i t i o n  10 yea rs  l a t e r .  I  lo oked  
t h i s  up in  the Phys ic ian s '  Desk Re fe rence  and d iscovered  tha t  in  my 
d augh te r ' s  age group, the re  i s  a 5 to  10 per cent chance o f  j o i n t  p a in ,  
sw e l l i n g ,  s t i f f n e s s ,  and, r a r e l y ,  e n c e p h a l i t i s  a f t e r  r u b e l l a  immunization .

I s  i t  bes t  to get these sho ts  o r  n o t ?— Mrs. B.C.

What i s  your view o f  a l l  the v a r i o u s  sho ts  tha t  c h i l d r e n  a re  supposed 
to  have? I 'm a f r a i d  o f  c omp l ica t ion s  which might deve lop i f  our  son 
i s  exposed to a l l  these immuniza t ions .  We have been c a r e f u l  to  g ive 
him the ve ry  best  s t a r t  i n  l i f e — he 's  13 months o l d ,  s t i l l  n u r s e s ,  
and re ce iv ed  no s o l i d s  u n t i l  he was s i x  months o l d .  He has rece ived  
no immuniza t ions .  Are the re  c e r t a i n  ones he should get and o th e r s  he 
cou ld  do w i thou t?  Our p resen t  d o c t o r  says we a re  r e l a t i v e l y  s a f e  in  
what we've done, but o the r  d oc to r s  have thrown us out o f  t h e i r  o f f i c e s  
f o r  ques t ion ing  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g .  P l e a s e  answer— we w i l l  accept your 
a d v i c e .— Mrs. K .B .
7. d i s t r u s t  drugs and t r y  to avo id  them as much as p o s s i b l e .  When my 
daughter was born ,  I  found myse l f  c on f r on ted  by the ques t ion  o f  immuni­
z a t i o n s .  I ' v e  read a r t i c l e s  tha t  q u e s t i o n ed ’ the i n j e c t i o n  o f  germs 
i n t o  a h ea l t h y  body, and I ' v e  read a r t i c l e s  about how the number o f  
c e r t a i n  d is ea se s  has dropped d r a s t i c a l l y  s ince  vacc ines a g a in s t  them 
came in t o  use .  When the p e d i a t r i c i a n s  I  spoke to recommended immunizing 
my daugh te r ,  I  f i n a l l y  decided to  do i t .  The day she got her f i r s t  DPT 
sho t  [ d i p h t h e r i a ,  te tanus ,  whooping cough ] ,  she c r i e d  a l l  n ig h t ,  and 
he r  r e a c t i o n  to  the second DPT was a n igh tm?re :  her  e n t i r e  th igh  became
red and sw o l l e n ,  and she ran a high f e v e r .  She screamed a l l  n ig h t ,  
c r i e d  most ~f the next day, r e fused  to  nu rse ,  and had an u nu sua l l y  l a r g e  
number o f  bowel movements.

D oc to r ,  how can anyth ing tha t  makes a c h i l d  so s i c k  be good f o r  her? 
I s  the agony worth i t ?  Of c ou rse ,  i f  need be, I ' d  r a t h e r  have the baby 
s u f f e r  f o r  a coup le o f  days r a t h e r  than f o r  a week o r  two with one o f  
the d i s e a s e s ,  but vhat i s  the pe rcentage r a t e  o f  vaccine e f f e c t i v e n e s s ?
4



What a re  he r  changes o f  . c on t r a c t ing  an immunizable d is ea se  these days 
i f  s h e ' s  unvacc inated? What e f f e c t  do immunizations have on her  o v e r ­
a l l  h e a l t h ?  I f  we don ' t  get the t h i r d  DPT sho t ,  w i l l  the two she 's  
a l r e a d y  had p rov ide  p ro te c t i o n ?  C h r i s t i a n  S c i e n t i s t s  don ' t  immunize —
I  wonder i f  t h e i r  d isease  r a t e  i s  h ighe r  than anyone e l e » ' s .  Many 
o t h e r  young pa ren ts  share our c on c e rn .— K .P .

A Your t h re e  l e t t e r s , ‘ as w e l l  as many o th e r s  I  have rece ived  in  recen t  
months, r e f l e c t  the growing su sp ic ion s  tha t  the average American I s  
beg inning to f e e l  and express about the ever -growing number o f  immuniza­
t i o n s .  In  many cases ,  these vacc ines a re  f o r  d iseases  which have a l l  

Should but d i s appea red— ia  1976 the re  were 9 repo r ted  cases o f  p o l i o ,  146 cases 
children be o f  d i p h t h e r i a ,  927 o f  whooping cough, and 68 o f  t e tanu s .  Smal lpox vac -  

immunized? c in e  a l r e a d y  has been d iscon t inueo  in  t h i s  coun t ry ,  s ince  wh i le  the
d is e a s e  i t s e l f  had d isappeared ,  deaths and i l l n e s s e s  from the smal lpox 
vacc ine  had no t .

Even though medica l s o c i e t i e s ,  the pharmaceuticcf ' i n d u s t r y ,  and 
government agenc ies  a re  pushing these sho t s ,  each mother and f a t h e r  
s t i l l  has the u l t im a t e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  examining both s id e s  o f  the 
s t o r y  in  o rd e r  to  decide whether to p la c e  '.’h e i r  c h i l d  in  the l i n e  form­
ing f o r  immuniza t ions .

Of c ou r se ,  vacc ine en thu s ia s t s  advocate t h e i r  p roduct on the grounds 
t h a t ,  wh i le  they c e r t a i n l y  produce comp l ic a t i o n s ,  they a re  s a f e r  than the 
d is e a s e  i t s e l f .  N eve r the le s s ,  the adverse r e a c t i o n s  l i s t e d  in the p re ­
s c r i b i n g  i n f o rm a t i o n  f o r  measles vacc ine inc lude  e n c e p h a l i t i s  and encephal­
opathy o ccu r r in g  w i th in  30 days a f t e r  v a c c in a t i o n ,  as v e i l  as sub-acute 
s c l e r o s i n g  p anencepha l i t i s  in c h i l d r e n  who had no h i s t o r y  o f  n a t u r a l  
meas les  but who d id  re ce iv e  meas les vacc ine .

L i s t e d  under adverse r e a c t i o n s  f o r  r u b e l l a  vacc ine a re  a r t h r i t i s ,  
a r t h r a l g i a  ( p a i n f u l  j o i n t s )  and p o l y n e u r i t i s .  "Symptoms r e l a t i n g  to 
j o i n t s  (p a in ,  sw e l l i n g ,  s t i f f n e s s ,  e t c . )  and to  p e r i p h e r a l  nerves 
(p a in ,  numbness, t i n g l i n g ,  e t c . )  o c cu r r ing  w i th in  approx imate ly  two 
months a f t e r  v a cc in a t i o n  should be considered as p o s s i b l y  vaccine 
r e l a t e d . "

The J ou rn a l  o f  the American Medical A s s o c i a t i o n , January 23 ,  1978,  
r ep o r t ed  t h a t , o f  the 18 cases o f  p o l i o  in 1977 , th ree  o f  the p a t ien t s  
were persons who were in the United S ta te s  but who were not r e s i d e n t s ,  
and two o f  the o th e r  15 v ic t im s  appa ren t ly  con t rac ted  the d isease  abroad. 
Three cases occurred in  recen t  vacc ine r e c i p i e n t s ,  and 10 cases had 
been in  c l o s e  con tac t  with r e c e n t l y  immunized peop le .  Only th ree cases 
occu r red  in  persons "without known vacc ine a s s o c i a t i o n s . "

As f a r  as the whooping cough vacc ine (a component o f  the t r i p l e  
DPT baby s h o t s )  i s  concerned, Dr. Edward B. Shaw, a d is t ingu ished  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  phys ic ian ,  has s ta ted  ( JAMA, March 1 9 7 5 ) :  " I
doubt tha t  the decrease in  p e r tu s s i s  (whooping cough) i s  due to the 
vac c in e ,  which i s  a ve ry  poor an t igen and an ext reme ly  dangerous one, 
w i th  many ve ry  s e r i o u s  c om p l i c a t i o n s . . .  the d ec l i n e  in  p e r t u s s i s  began 
long  b e f o r e  the widespread use o f  v a c c in e . "  Dr.  Shaw then proceeds to 
qu e s t i o n  the c o n t r o v e r s i a l  view that the decrease in  p o l i o  i s  a r e s u l t  
o f  the p o l i o  vacc ine .

As f a r  as you r  query about C h r i s t i a n  S c i e n t i s t s ,  1 am not aware o f  
s t a t i s t i c s  on i n d i v i d u a l  d i s e a se s ,  but as a group,  they have one o f  the 
b e s t  l i f e  expectancy reco rds  in  our coun t ry .

The in fo rm : i i<>.\ you have a l r e ady  gathered on the p ros  and cons o f  
c u r r e n t  immunizations w i l l  a l s o  he lp  you when you a re  faced with the 
vacc ines  c u r r e n t l y  being developed f o r  chicken pox and v ene rea l  d isease .

From the l e t t e r s  reach ing me from a l l  p a r t s  o f  the count ry ,  I  am 
aware tha t  many schoo l  a u t h o r i t i e s  have decided to exc lude unimmunized
5
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c h i l d r e n  from c l a s s e s .  Thus, v a c c i n a t i o n ,  once a medica l ma t te r ,  now 
has become a p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e .

As a case in  p o in t ,  some Alaskan c h i r o p r a c t o r s  had sought to excuse 
h e a l th y  c h i l d r e n  in  t h e i r  p r a c t i c e s  from compulsory immunization. A 
Sup e r i o r  Court r u l i n g  that  o n ly  M.D.s and D.O.s have the r i g h t  to decide 
when a c h i l d ' s  h e a l t h  w i l l  be harmed by a v a c c in a t i o n  was appea led to 
the A laska Supreme Court .

As with a l l  p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s ,  the ques t ion  o f  immuni r .c ion w i l l  be 
r e s o l v e d  b y - lawye rs ,  by e l e c ted  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  and, u l t im a t e l y ,  by 
in formed p ub l i c  op in ion .

I  was r e c e n t l y  p repa r ing  t o ' g i v e  test imony as an expe r t  w i tness in  
some upcoming law cases which dea l  w i th  c h i l d r e n  who a re  a l l e g e d  to have 
been damaged by immunizations.  During tha t  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  I  reviewed a 
government document which had never b e f o r e  come to my a t t e n t i o n .

The November 20 -21 ,  1975 ,  minutes o f  the 15th meeting o f  the Panel 
o f  Review o f  B a c t e r i a l  Vaccines and Toxoids with Standards and Potency 
(p re sen ted  by the Bureau o f  B i o l o g i e s  and the Food and Drug Admin is t ra ­
t i o n )  con ta ined a remarkab ly complete a n a l y s i s  o f  vacc ines  which a re  
c u r r e n t l y  in  use . While the p a n e l ' s  o v e r a l l  c onc lu s ion  i s  tha t  vacc ines 
a re  good and wor thwh i le ,  l e t  me pass on to  you pa r t  o f  the da rke r  s ide  
o f  immunizations as descr ibed by the eminent s c i e n t i s t s  on th i s  pane l .

The s e c t i o n  on d ip h th e r i a  immunization con ta in s  the sentence :  "Fo r
s e v e r a l  r ea sons ,  d ip h th e r i a  t o x r id *  f l u i d  o r  absorbed, i s  not as e f f e c ­
t i v e  an immunizing agent as might be a n t i c i p a t e d .  C l i n i c a l  [symptomatic] 
d ip h th e r i a  may occur o c c a s i o n a l l y  i n  immunized i n d i v i d u a l s — even those 
whose immunizat ion i s  repo r ted  as complete by recommended reg imens ."  The 
pane l members c la im  tha t  when d ip h th e r i a  does occur i n  such an i n d i v i d u a l ,  
" I t  appears  to be m i l d e r . "  The r e p o r t  cont inues tha t  " . . . t h e  permanence
o f  immunity induced by the t o x o i d . . . i s  open to q u e s t i o n . "

Regarding the combination d ip h t h e r i a / t e t a n u s  vacc ine  used in  a d u l t s ,  
the paDel s ta ted  that t h i s  substance "has never been shown c on c lu s iv e l y  
to be an adequate primary immunizing agent .  Fur the rmore ,  the in te? :va ls  
between boo s te r  doses o f  Td [ d i p h th e r i a / t e t a n u s ]  in a d u l t s  s u f f i c i e n t  to 
main ta in  d ip h th e r i a  immunity have not  been e s t a b l i s h e d . "

F i n a l l y ,  " e f f o r t s  by producers  to reduce the [ r e a c t i o n s )  o f  the tox ­
o id  by in c r e a s in g  p u r i f i c a t i o n  may have r e s u l t e d  in  d iminished immunogen- 
i c i t y . "  In  o t h e r  words, as the vacc ine  i s  made s a f e r  in  o rd e r  to  cut the
s e v e r i t y  o f  r e a c t i o n s  to i t ,  i t  g^ves l e s s  p r o t e c t i o n  aga in s t  the d i s e a s e .

Now, f o r  te tanus toxoid i t s e l f .  The government pane l pointed ou t ,  
"The a n t i g e n i c i t y  [degree o f  potency)  o f  tetanus toxo id  can vary cons id ­
e r a b ly  from p re p a ra t i o n  to p r e p a r a t i o n . "  Furthe rmore ,  " r e cen t  changes 
in  manufactu r ing procedures may have r e s u l t e d  in  lower ing  o f  the immuniz­
ing potency o f  te tanus toxo id  in  some p roduc ts ;  hence th e re  i s  a need f o r  
r e - e v a l u a t i n g  the primary a n t i g e n i c i t y  o f  c u r ren t  p r e p a r a t i o n s . . . .Most o f  
the l o c a l  and f e b r i l e  [ f e v e r ]  r e a c t i o n s  tha t  a re  seen appear to be r e l a t e d  
to more f requen t  i n o cu l a t i o n s  than a re  n e ce s sa ry . "

On to whooping cough.
While no t ing  the reduc t ion  in  t h i s  d isease  over s e v e r a l  decades, the 

pane l  concedes tha t  "no t  a l l  o f  t h i s  remarkab le  d e c l i n e  can be a t t r i b u t e d  
to widespread use o f  the vacc ine f o r  the reason that some d e c l i n e  in  mor­
b i d i t y  [ i l l n e s s )  and m o r t a l i t y  f rom p e r t u s s i s  [whooping cough] was ob­
se rved in  the United S ta tes  and o th e r  Western c o un t r i e s  p r i o r  to the 
i n s t i t u t i o n  of. v a c c i n a t i o n . "

On one hand, the s c i e n t i s t s  c la im  the incidence o f  whooping cough i s  
low, yet they q u a l i f y  th i s  statement w i th :  "The exact r a t e s ,  however, a re
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unknown f o r  s e v e r a l  rea sons .  Cases a<e f r e q u e n t l y  unreported o r  not recog­
n i z e d . "  Since many l a b o r a t o r i e s  a re  nor  equipped to r o u t i n e l y  t e s t  f o r  the 
whooping cough germ, " the  i n f e c t i o n  may go undiagnosed. . . . I n f e c t i o n  in 
immunized persons may cause b r o n c h i t i s  but without t y p i c a l  whooping."

In  one o f  the roost importan t  admiss ions  in  the e n t i r e  document, the 
pane l conc ludes ,  " T h e r e f o r e ,  r e p o r t s  o f  p e r t u s s i s  obtained by The Center 
f o r  D isease C on t ro l  p robab ly  r e p re s en t  o n l y  a f r a c t i o n  o f  a l l  p e r t u s s i s  
i n f e c t i o n s  o c cu r r in g  throughout the c o u n t r y . "

How pure i s  t h e ‘ whoopi.ig cough vacc ine?  The panel s t a t e d ,  " In con­
t r a s t  to  some o t h e r  immunizing agen ts ,  such as d ip h th e r ia  and tetanus
t o x o id s ,  p e r t u s s i s  vacc ine i s  a r e l a t i v e l y  crude p re pa ra t i o n  tha t  con­
t a i n s  the m a j o r i t y  o f  the b a c t e r i a l  c o n s t i t u e n t s ,  most o f  which are 
p robab ly  not  r e l e v a n t  to the induc t i on  o f  immunity to the d i s e a s e . "

Has your d oc to r  t o ld  you the nd o f  r e a c t i o n s  which a re  due to  the
whooping cough vacc ine? The pane l a sc r ib ed  them as f o l l o w s ,  " S i g n i f i ­
cant r e a c t i o n s  tha t  have been a t t r i b u t e d  to p e r tu s s i s  vaccine have 
inc luded high f e v e r . . . ,  a t r a n s i e n t  s h o c k - l i k e  ep isode , excess ive  scream­
ing ,  somnolence, c on vu l s i o n s ,  encepha lopa thy ,  and extremely r a r e l y ,  
thrombocytopenia [ d e f i c i e n c y  o f  c l o t t i n g  elements in the b l o o d ] .  Such 
r e a c t i o n s  almost always appear w i th in  24 to 48 hours a f t e r  i n j e c t i o n ,  but 
have been thought to occur a f t e r  an i n t e r v a l  as long as seven day/ "

How common a re  these c omp l ic a t i on s?  The panel f i r s t  used the word 
" r a r e , "  but immediate ly  t h e r e a f t e r  con fessed tha t  the r a t e s  [ o f  compli ­
c a t i o n s ]  a re  " d i f f i c u l t  to  d e f i n e  p r e c i s e l y  a t  l e a s t  in  part, because they 
a re  o f t e n  not r e p o r t e d . "  The r e p o r t  f u r t h e r  po in ts  out tha t  vacc ines o f  
h ighe r  potency may produce morn r e a c t i o n s .

Panel  members admitted tha t  the whooping cough vacc ines pose a 
s p e c i a l  problem s ince  they "do not e x h i b i t  the e f f e c t i v e n e s s  and s a fe t y  
which have been achieved with c e r t a i n  o th e r  immunizing ag en t s . "  The 
r e p o r t  concedes th. t "w i thout adequate s u r v e i l l a n c e  o f  d isease  r a t e s ,  
the e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  c u r ren t  vacc ines  and immunization programs cannot 
be m on i t o re d . "

How long does immunity l a s t ?  According the the pane l ,  "Exper ience 
with modern p e r t u s s i s  immunization i s  not  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  du ra t ion  to p re­
d i c t  whether ch i ldhood immunization may in  some instances postpone n a tu r a l  
i n f e c t i o n  u n t i l  a l a t e r  a g e . "

Should your c h i l d  r e c e i v e  whooping cough vaccine b e fo re  s t a r t i n g  
schoo l?  The pane l  s t a t e d ,  " . . . t h e  u s e fu l n e s s  o f  the c u r r e n t l y  recom­
mended b oo s te r  dose a t  schoo l  en t rance has never  been f u l l y  documented."

Having desc r ibed  the r e a c t i o n s  t o  p e r t u s s i s  vacc ine ,  the pane l 
admitted tha t  the u l t im a te  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  i f  any, in  terms o f  permanent 
r e s u l t s  o f  vacc ine- induced somnolence, excess ive  screaming, and high f e ve r  
i s  unknown. Without such knowledge, s a t i s f a c t o r y  recommendations f o r  
f u r t h e r  immunizations when any o f  these r e a c t i o n s  occurs cannot be made.

How o f t e n  do comp l ica t ion s  occu r?  I n  the understatement o f  the dec­
ade, the pane l s a y s :  "Phys ic ians  a r e  expected to rep o r t  comp l ica t ions  o f
immunizations to  manu fac tu re rs  in  the United S ta te s ,  but compliance with 
t h i s  expec ta t io n  i s  l e s s  than optimum."

The panel adds , "Many phys ic ians  a re  not cognizant o f  the importance 
o f  r e p o r t i n g  untoward r e a c t i o n s  o r  may be unaware o f  t h e i r  c l i n i c a l  f e a ­
t u r e s .  F u r th e r ,  both phys ic ians  and manufacturers  have been he ld  l i a b l e  
f o r  damage s u i t s  by p a t i e n t s  who may s u f f e r  adverse e f f e c t s  from estab­
l i s h e d  vacc ines .  A l l  these f a c t o r s  undoubted ly  discourage r e p o r t i n g ;  
w i thou t  maximum r e p o r t i n g  o r  some o t h e r  form o f  su rve i l l ance . ,  d e f i n i t i o n  
o f  the r a t e s  and s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  untoward r e a c t i o n s  to cu r ren t  and f u tu re  
vacc ines  cannot be a s c e r t a in e d . "

The pane l next c r i t i c i z e d  the l a b o r a t o r y  procedures used in the p ro ­
duc t ion  and t e s t i n g  o f  p e r tu s s i s  v a c c in e .  Not s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  increased
7
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pub l i c  support  f o r  more research was recommended because "Without such 
bas ic  s t u d i e s ,  a more e f f e c t i v e  and s a f e r  p e r t u s s i s  vacc ine  cannot be 
d eve lo ped . "  _I suggest that a l l  p e r tu s s i s  immunizat ion be suspended wh i le  
such re se a rch  i s  being conducted on t h i s  o b v i o u s l y  l o w -q u a l i t y  vacc ine .

The pane l a c t u a l l y  recommends tha t  "The vacc ine l a b e l  should warn 
tha t  i f  shock ,  encepha lopath ic [b ra in  damage] symptoms, c on vu ls ion s ,  o r  
thrombocytopenia r a c l o t t i n g  d i s o r d e r ]  f o l l o w  a vaccine i n j e c t i o n ,  no 
a d d i t i o n a l  i n j e c t i o n s  with p e r tu s s i s  an t ig ens  should be g i v e n . . . . . h e  
l a b e l  shou ld  a l s o  inc lude  a cau t iona ry  s ta tement about f e v e r ,  excess ive  
screaming, and’ somno lence."  (Wouldn't  i t  be wise to ask your d oc to r  f o r  
a peek a t  the l a b e l  the next time he t r i e s  to immunize your c h i l d ? )

The p a n e l ' s  f i n a l  recommendation i s  f o r  l e g i s l a t i o n  p ro v id ing  f ed ­
e r a l  compensation f o r  "the few i n d i v i d u a l s "  i n j u r e d  and d isab led  by 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  " i n  a me r ico r ious "  pub l i c  h e a l t h  program. The panel mem­
bers  f r a n k l y  admit ,  "Such l e g i s l a t i o n  would p r o t e c t  manu fac tu re rs  and 
phys ic ian s  ag a in s t  l i a b i l i t y . . . . "  Does everyone remember the swine f l u  
vacc ine? I t s  manu fac tu re rs  did succeed in  pass ing  the buck o f  l i a b i l i t y  
to the f e d e r a l  government so that you and I  now a re  paying f o r  the many 
cases o f  p a r a l y s i s  and o th e r  damage which r e s u l t e d  from tha t  immuniza­
t i o n —  f o r  a d i s ea se  tha t  never m a t e r i a l i z e d .

The p a n e l ' s  c r i t i c i sm  o f  o the r  vacc ines  ( t y ph o id ;  TAB vacc ine ,  
which i s  the now-discont inued typhoid-* . 'aratyphoid vaccine given to a l l  
members o f  the armed f o r c e s  who served Jn World War I I ;  c h o l e r a ,  p lague) 
i s  r e qu i r ed  read ing  f o r  anyone whose t r a v e l  agent t e l l s  him he needs 
these sho ts  to  t r a v e l  abroad.

Cn the ve ry  l a s t  page o f  i t s  minutes ,  the government panel mentions
i t s  " c a r e f u l  no te "  o f  a rep o r t  on the p o t e n t i a l  f o r  oncogenic (tumor - 
p roduc ing )  a c t i o n  o f  aluminum and o i l  a d ju van ts ,  substances which are 
added to in c re a se  the ac t ion  o f  many v acc in e s :  "There i s  l i t t l e  doubt
tha t  some o f  the m a t e r i a l  con ta in ing  aluminum as ad juvan t  appears to be
ca rc inogen ic  [cancer-p roduc ing ]  in  a s t r a i n  o f  Swiss mice.

"The pane l  i s  a l s o  i n v e s t i g a t e  the p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  r e t r o s p e c t i v e l y  
examining the human exper ience with the inc idence o f  f ib rosa rcomas  (ma­
l i g n a n t  tumors o f  the connective t i s s u e )  a t  the usua l s i t e s  o f  i n j e c t i o n s  
o f  v a c c in e s . "
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Execu tive  D irecto r, 
U te rn e live  B irth C rl» l»  C oe llt lo n

P h i l i p ,  our youngest ,  i s  in high schoo l  now, so w hi le  we w eren't  
p e r s o n a l ly  invo lved in the dilemma fa c in g  parents  of  grammar-school 
c h i ldr en  in our town, we could sympathize with them. The problem was 
immunization.  Parents  j u s t  weren't  s i g n in g  the consent forms,  so 
f i n a l l y  the superintendent  announced t h a t ,  i f  a larger  percentage of  
parents  did not have t h e ir  c h i ld r e n  in o c u la te d ,  ALL ch i ldren  would 
have to be immunized in order to a t tend  s c h o o l .  My f i r s t  thought was,  
"Who w i l l  - s a c r i f i c e  th e i r  ch i ld r e n  to appease the Board o f  Education?"

Parents -are  having second thoughts about a l l  immunizations.  And 
i t  i s n ' t  happening j u s t  in the United S t a t e s .  Headlines from Europe 
show the same concern.  Doctors are troubled because c h i ld r en  are not 
being immunized. Parents  are worried about p o s s i b l e  r e a c t io n s  i f  they 
are immunized. To combat t h i s  r e l u c t a n c e ,  the American Academy o f  Ped­
i a t r i c s  re leased  a f i lm ,  "A G i f t ,  An O b l ig a t io n ,"  which s t r e s s e s  the  
importance of  childhood immunizations.  The f a c t  that the f i lm  was 
produced with f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  from a drug company does ,  I th ink ,  
s t r a i n  some o f  i t s  c r e d i b i l i t y .  During a t r ip  to India ,  I not iced  
t h a t ,  in one town, there were p o s te r s  everywhere urging parents  to have 
t h e i r  ch i ldren  immunized. When I asked my host why th i s  c i t y  had been 
s in g le d  out for  a campaign, he laughed,  " I t ' s  because the vacc in e  i s  
manufactured here ."

When I was a c h i l d  a t ten d in g  k indergarten  in  I l l i n o i s ,  there  were 
no consent forms to s ig n .  The doctor  came to s ch oo l ,  you got your shot ,  
and your parents  found out about i t  when you got home. Today, a f t e r  40 
years  o f  progress ,  the c h i ld  s t i l l  g e t s  a s h o t ,  but the parents  s ig n  a 
paper agreeing not to sue i f  th e ir  c h i ld  s u f f e r s  com pl ica t ion s .

This i s n ' t  so in C a l i f o r n i a ,  where the s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  passed a 
la w — the f i r s t  o f  i t s  kind—which provides  up to $.‘.5,000 for  medical  
expenses  for c h i ld r e n  who s u f f e r  c a ta s t r o p h ic  r e - c t i o n s  (how bad i s  
c a ta s t r o p h ic ? )  to required immunizations.  Tne fa c t  that  t h i s  law was 
enacted makes me f e e l  that such r e a c t io n s  c a n ' t  be a l l  that  rare!

But we need more than insurance .  We need r e l i a b l e ,  o b j e c t i v e  in f o r ­
mation.  I t  was reported in the January 23,  1978 i s s u e  of  the Journal of  
the American Medical A s s o c i a t io n  that  out o f  the 18 cases  o f  p a r a l y t i c  
p o l i o  and two deaths  from p o l i o  reported in  the United S t a t e s  in  1977,  
th ree  of  the v i c t i m s  had r ec e iv ed  p o l i o  v a cc in e ,  and ten had been in  
c l o s e  contac t  with  r e c e n t ly  immunized p eop le .  This r e v e l a t i o n  only  
h e igh tens  s u s p ic io n s  that  immunizations not only  do not guarantee pro­
t e c t i o n  from d i s e a s e ,  but might a c t u a l l y  cause them.

Where do we f ind a h ea l th  o f f i c i a l  or school  o f f i c i a l  who w i l l  ad­
d r e s s  our concerns ,  and acknowledge t h e i r  v a l i d i t y ?  We want to p ro tec t  
the h ea l th  of  our c h i ld r e n ,  but we want to do i t  s a f e l y  and s e n s i b l y .  
Researchers t e l l  us that  i t  soon may be p o s s i b l e  to immunize bab ies  
a g a in s t  d i s e a s e  be fore  they are even born by in o cu la t in g  the pregnant  
mother.  I s  t h i s  good news, or should i t  be making us j u s t  a l i t t l e  
more uneasy?

"MalePractice: How Doctors Manipulate Women," Dr. Mendelsohn's latest book, is now 

available in paperback from Contemporary Books ($6.95).

"Confessions of a Medical Heretic" is available from WarnerBoo’ . ($3.25).
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SHOT IN THE DARK

imaged chiH  drew  a parallel to what 
he spoke of her son, who cannot speak, 
t it could have been avoided. I thought 
ive him that shot. If I had known about 
option, I might have taken my chances 

't know. But I do know that God gave 
happy when he was bom . He was so 
n fingers. God gave me a perfect child 
imaged God’s perfect work.” 
about— parents grieving for their chil- 

dw are broken, many w ith futures too 
rs, we miraculously conceive our babies 
while we eat the right foods and read 

noCher. As fathers, we attend childbirth 
vithstand the pain of giving birth with- 
our child. As mothers, we breastfeed to 
life, and we sit up nights rocking them 
parents, we work long hours and make 

their future secure.
e to our children. They are part of 
love ourselves and more than we ever 
!se. We hope for them  and want them 
s. There is nothing we would not do 
lot risk for them. They are our children, 
ildren. We fight w ith all our strength 
from harm. The time has come to edu-
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BY THE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND
IN THE HOUSE SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 282 (HESS)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to smoke detection devices."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 18.70.095 is amended to read:

Sec. 18.70.095. SMOKE DETECTION DEVICES. Smoke detection de­

vices shall be installed and maintained in all dwelling [LIVING] units 

[BUILT, MANUFACTURED OR SOLD] in the state. The devices shall be of a 

type and deployed in a manner approved by the state fire marshal.

* Sec. 2. AS 18.70.095 is amended by adding new subsections to read:

(b) In a dwelling unit occupied under the terms of a rental 

agreement or under a month-to-month tenancy,

(1) the landlord shall provide initial and replacement 

smoke detection devices; and

(2) the tenant shall keep the devices in working condition 

by keeping charged batteries in battery-operated devices, by testing 

the devices periodically, if possible, and by refraining from dis­

abling the devices.

(c) In this section, "dwelling unit," "landlord," "rental agree­

ment," and "tenant" have the meanings given in AS 34.03.360.

* Sec. 3. AS 34.03.100(a) is amended to read:

(a) The landlord shall

(1) make all repairs and do whatever is necessary to put 

and keep the premises in a fit and habitable condition;

(2) keep all common areas of the premises in a clean and 

safe condition;

- 1 -  CSHB 2 8 2 (HESS )



(3) maintain in good and safe working order and condition 

all electrical, plumbing, sanitary, heating, ventilating, air-condi­

tioning, kitchen and other facilities and appliances, including eleva­

tors, supplied or required to be supplied by the landlord;

(4) provide and maintain appropriat receptacles and conve­

niences for the removal of ashes, garbage, ruubish, and other waste

incidental to the occupancy of the dwelling unit and arrange for their

r e m o v a l ;

(5) supply running water and reasonable amounts of hot 

water and heat at all times, insofar as energy conditions permit, 

except where the building that includes the dwelling unit is so con­

structed that heat or hot water is generated by an installation within 

the exclusive control of the tenant and supplied by a direct public 

utility connection; [AND]

(6) if requested by the tenant, provide and maintain locks 

and furnish keys reasonably adequate to insure safety to the tenant's 

person and p r o p e r t y ; and

(7) provide smoke detection devices as required under 

AS 18.70.095.

* Sec. 4. AS 34.03.100(c) is amended to read:

(c) The landlord and tenant of a one- or two-family residence

may agree in writing that the tenant perform the landlord's duties 

specified in (a)(4), (5)^ [AND] (6) , and (7) of this section. They

may also agree in writing that the tenant perform specified repairs, 

maintenance tasks, alterations and remodeling. Agreements are allowed 

under this subsection only if the transaction is entered into in good 

faith and not for the purpose of evading the obligations of the land­

lord.

* Sec. 5. AS 34.03.120 is amended to read:

CSHB 2 8 2 (HESS) -2-



Sec. 34.03.120. TENANT TO MAINTAIN DWELLING UNIT. The tenant

(1) keep that part of the premises occupied and used by the 

tenant as clean and safe as the condition of the premises permit;

(2) dispose all ashes, rubbish, garbage, and other waste 

from the dwelling unit in a clean and safe manner;

(3) keep all plumbing fixtures in the dwelling unit or used 

by the tenant as clean as their condition permits;

(4) use in a reasonable manner all electrical, plumbing, 

sanitary, heating, ventilating, air-conditioning, kitchen and other 

facilities and appliances including elevators in the premises;

(5) not deliberately or negligently destroy, deface, dam­

age, impair or remove a part of the premises or knowingly permit any

person to do so; [AND]

(6) not unreasonably disturb, or permit others on the 

premises with the tenant's consent to unreasonably disturb, a ne i g h­

bor's peaceful enjoyment of the p r e m i s e s ; and

(7) maintain smoke detection devices as required under 

AS 18.70.095.

shall

-3- CSHB 2 8 2 (HESS)
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BILL.NO: . DATE:
HB 2 0 2  A p r i l  2 0 ,  1 9 8 7

TITLE: ' CONTACT:
An a c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  smoke G o rd on  B r u n t o n
d e t e c t i o n  d e v i c e s

AS 1 8 . 7 0 . 0 9 5  w ou ld  be amended by  t h i s  b i l l  t o  i n c l u d e  the
r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  smoke d e t e c t i o n  d e v i c e s  be m a i n t a i n e d ;  and
c h an g e s  t h e  t e rm  " l i v i n g "  u n i t  t o  " d w e l l i n g "  u n i t .
Smoke d e t e c t o r s  have  p r o v e n  t o  be e f f e c t i v e  l i f e  s a v e r s  i n  
f i r e s ,  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t ,  n a t i o n a l l y ,  d e a t h s  by f i r e  d r o p p e d  
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 7 0 ' s .  50 p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  h o u s e h o l d s
a r e  e s t i m a t e d  t o  be e q u i p p e d  w i t h  d e t e c t o r s .  T h e r e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  
be f i r e  f a t a l i t i e s  i n  d w e l l i n g s  whe re  d e t e c t o r s  a r e  p r e s e n t ,  but  
n o t  o p e r a t i n g  p r o p e r l y .  I t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  a p e r s o n ' s  c h an c e s
o f  s u r v i v i n g  a f i r e  a r e  i n c r e a s e d  t o  86 p e r c e n t  whe re  a p r o p e r l y
i n s t a l l e d  and f u n c t i o n i n g  smoke d e t e c t o r  i s  p r e s e n t .
The D e p a r tm e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  i t s  e d u c a t i o n a l  
e f f o r t s  t o  h ave  d w e l l i n g s  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  r e g u l a r l y  m a i n t a i n e d  
smoke d e t e c t o r s .
The D e p a r tm e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  s u p p o r t s  p a s s a g e  o f  H3 2 8 2 .

 Y2.
A r t h e r  E n g l i s h  

Commi s s i  o n e r
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Position Paper 

CSHB 2 8 2 (SA)

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to smoke detection
d e v i c e s ."

This bill would amend AS 18.70.095 to include the 
requirement that smoke detectors be maintained, changes the 
term "living" unit to "dwelling" unit, requires a landlord 
to install smoke detectors in apartments, and requires a 
tenant to replace batteries in DC powered units.

Smoke detectors are proven life savers in fires, but 
only an estimated 50 percent of all households are equipped 
with smoke detectors. Also, many homes have smoke detectors 
that will not operate due to lack of maintenance. The fire 
services estimate that the existence of a functioning smoke 
detector increases an occupant's chance of surviving a fire by 
86 percent. According to the Alaska Division of Fire Preven­
tion, in 1986, there were no fire deaths in Alaska in buildings 
with functioning smoke detectors.

The Department of Health and Social Services supports 
passage of CSHB 2 8 2 (SA) because it will require functioning 
smoke detectors in all dwellings, which should help reduce 
the rates of deaths and injuries due to fires.

Recommended by:

Date:

Approved by:

D a t e :

$ 9 -

f i t -
Myra 1$. Munson 
Commissioner
Department of Health and 

Social Services

2  2 - ? S



S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  . - b i l l  v e r s i o n  : CSHB 2 8 2  (SA)
1 9 8 8  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N  -  PUBLISH D A T E :____________   *

FISCAL NOTE
R E Q U E S T :_____________________________________ __________________________ _____________________

Revision D a te :____________5 / 1 2 / 8 7 ____________  Agency Affected: H e a l th  & S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s
T itle : An A c t r e l a t i n g  t o  sm oke B R lJ. S t a t e  H e a l th  S e r v i c e s

d e t e c t i o n  d e v i c e s .
Sponsor: Hudson e t  a l .  Pnmppmt • C e r t i f i c a t i o n  and
Requestor:    Licens ing________________

EX PEN D ITU R ES/R EV EN U ES: (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPUES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -

CAPIT.AL

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERALFUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL .  -Q-. -o - ._ - 0 - - 0 - -U - - U -

P O S IT IO N S :

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)

T he e n a c tm e n t  o f  CSHB 2 8 2 (SA) w o u ld  h a v e  n o  d i r e c t  f i s c a l  im p a c t  on  t h e  
D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H e a l th  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s .

Prepared by: E l i z a b e t h  W ard , D i r e c t o r  ■ 4 6 5 -3 0 9 0
Division : P u b l i c  H e a l th   bate : __________________

//^ A p p ro v e d  by Commissioner: ‘'7 0 'W iA . /  Y\   Drue : 8 $ ________
Agency: D e p a r tm e n t  o f_ H e a g th  6c S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

Distribution (by preparer) :
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget i ^
Impacted Agency(ies)   of —



1986 FIRE LOSS ANALYSIS

SMOKE DETECTOR PERFORMANCE

! Nationally, detectors operated in 4 . 3 of all fires.

In Alaska, detectors operated in 7.3^ of all fires.

No fire deaths occurred in Alaska uhere operating detectors uere 
p r e s e n t .

In 2 4 .64 of all fires in Alaska, NO detectors uere present.

There is an indication that in the presence of operating 
detectors, property losses are less than uhere there are no 
detectors (not bad for an initial investment of about $10.00 and 
$3/year for batteries);

$14,648 loss/incident uhere detectors are present.

$15,470 1oss/incident uhere no detectors present.

i d
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BASE -REPORT  I S  
SUMMARY OF F I R E S  BY ELEMENT 

FOR TYPE OF S I T U A T IO N  FOUND AND/OR F I X E D  PROPERTY USE
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TOTAL STRUCTURE F I R E S  BY
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IN  ROOM/NOT OPERATED 
» OF OCCURRENCES 
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NOT IN  ROOM/NOT OPERAT
#  OF OCCURRENCES 
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NO DETECTORS PRESENT
#  OF OCCURRENCES 
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OTHER
#  OF OCCURRENCES 
X OF COLUMN TOTAL

* *  COLUMN TOTALS *«

I F I  ED

0101Qo - 8 6  THRU 1 2 - 3 1 - 8 6 COMPUTER RUN DATE -  0 4 - 2 2 - 8 7 •

F I R E  DEPARTMENT- ALL F D I D  - ALL
S T R U C T U R E  F I R E S

F IX E D  PROPERTY USE -  -  -
P U B L IC EDUCA^ IN S T I T U ­ R E S ID E N ­ STORE BAS INDS MANUFAC­
ASSEMBLY TIONAL TIONAL T IA L O F F I C E U T I L I T Y TURING STORAGE S P E C IA LPROPERTY PROPERTY PROPERTY PROPERTY PROPERTY DEFENSE PROPERTY PROPERTY PROPERTY TOTAL

9 3 4 1 6 0 2 4 5 5 3 1 9 51 5 . 7 8 9 . 6 7 1 8 . 1 8 1 3 . 3 8 2 .  9 4 1 6 .  0 0 2 6 .  31 6 .  5 7 4 .  0 5 1 2 . 4 4
8 10 8 1 2 8 3 1 1 1 5 91 4 . 0 3 3 2 . 2 5 3 6 . 3 6 1 0 . 7 1 4 . 4 1 4 .  0 0 5 .  2 6 1 0 . 1 4
2 2 2 8 9 2 1 9 83 . 5 0 6 .  4 5 9 .  0 9 7 .  4 4 2 . 6 3 1 . 3 5 6 .  2 5
3 1 1 8 2 1 1 8 95 . 2 6 3 . 2 2 4 . 5 4 6 . 8 6 1 . 4 7 4 .  0 0 5 .  6 7
1 3 1 8 6 2 3 2 9 81 . 7 5 9 . 6 7 4 . 5 4 7 .  1 9 2 .  9 4 3 .  9 4 2 .  7 0 6 .  2 5
3 3 1 5 0 3 6 05 . 2 6 9 . 6 7 4 . 5 4 4 . 1 8 4 . 4 1 3 .  8 2

31 9 5 5 9 4 5 2 19 12 6 6 6 8 8 5 65 4 . 3 8 2 9 . 0 3 2 2 . 7 2 4 9 .  7 0 7 6 . 4 7 7 6 . 0 0 6 3 .  15 8 6 .  8 4 91 . 8 9 5 4 . 6 2
6 5 1 12. 5 0 7 . 3 5 5 .  2 6 . 7 6

5 7 31 2 2 1 1 9 5 6 8 2 5 1 9 7 6 7 4 1 5 6 7



L I S T I N G  OF ALL F I R E  ELEMENTS BY FREQUENCY OF OCCURRENCE 
REPORT PER IOD  -  0 1 - 0 1 - 8 6  THRU 1 2 - 3 1 - 8 6  COMPUTER RUN DATE -  0 4 - 2 2 - 8 7

R S 
TALLY-REPORT 2 2

STA TE -  AK COUNTY- ALL F I R E  DEPARTMENT- ALL F D ID  -  ALL

F I R E  IN C IDENT  ELEMENTS NUMBER 
' OF 

I n c i d e n t s

PERCENTAGE NUMBER
OF

TOTAL
SERV ICE
IN J U R I E S

NUMBER
C I V I L I A N
IN J U R I E S

NUMBER
SERV ICE
DEATHS

NUMBER
C I V I L I A N
DEATHS

DOLUAR
LOSS

DETECTOR PERFORMANCE
0 UNKNOWN
1 IN RM OF F IRE /OPERATED
2  NOT IN  ROOM/OPERATED
3 IN ROOM/NOT OPERATED
4 NOT IN  ROOM/NOT OPERAT
5  IN ROOM/F IRE  TOO SMALL
8 NO DETECTORS PRESENT
9  OTHER 

BLANK
TOTAL

1 9 4
1 5 9
9 8
8 9
9 8
6 0

8 5 6
12

1 9 0 8
3 4 7 4

5 . 5
4 . 5  
2 . 8
2 . 5  
2. 8 
1 . 7

2 4 .  6 
. 3  

5 4 .  9 
1 0 0 . 0

3
1

10

6
21

6
4
4
4
6
1

21

4
5 0

2
13

6 3 7 7 8 3 6  
2 6 5 6 4 7 8  
1 1 0 8 0 9 7  
5 2 4 9 2 3  
5 7 4 0 5 3  

1 5 4 0 0  
1 2 6 7 8 3 9 0  

7 9 0 0 0  
2 7 9 2 1 4 7  

2 6 8 0 6 3 2 4

S P R IN K L E R  PERFORMANCE
0 UNKNOWN
1 
2 
3 
8 
9

EQUIPMENT OPERATED 
EQP SHOULD OPERA/D IDNT 
EQP P R E S E N T / F I R E  SMAL 
NO EQU IP  PRESENT 
OTHER 
BLANK

TOTAL

100
3 3

1
6 2

1 3 6 2
8

1 9 0 8
3 4 7 4

2.8
. 9

1 . 7  
3 9 .  2  

. 2 
5 4 .  9 

1 0 0 . 0

14
6

21

4 4
4

5 0

1 1

2
1 3

2 8 3 1 0 9 5  
4 7 4 7 5 0  

7 0 0 0  
5 3 8 9 4  

2 0 5 8 2 4 3 8  
6 5 0 0 0  

2 7 9 2 1 4 7  
2 6 8 0 6 3 2 4

PROPERTY DAMAGE C L A S S I F IC A T IO N
0  UNKNOWN
1 
2
4
5
6
7
8 
9

1 TO 9 9  DOLLARS 
1 0 0  TO 9 9 9  DOLLARS 
1 0 0 0 0  TO 2 4 9 9 9  
2 5 0 0 0  TO 4 9 9 9 9  
5 0 0 0 0  TO 2 4 9 9 9 9  
2 5 0 0 0 0  TO 9 9 9 9 9 9  
1 0 0 0 0 0 0  OR MORE 
NO DOLLAR LOSS 

TOTAL

2
1 4 8
6 6 0
8 1 9
112
4 8
7 9

1
1 6 0 5
3 4 7 4

4 . 2  
1 8 . 9  
2 3 . 5

3 . 2
1 . 3  
2.2

4 6 . 2
1 0 0 .0

7
3
1
9
1

21

2 
2 6  
1 1 
5 
5
1

5 0

6
3
1
1

2
13

2000000 
5 3 3 5  

2 2 9 7 0 0  
4 2 1 1 0 0 4  
3 6 0 8 5 9 0  
2 7 0 4 1 5 7  

1 2 8 4 7 5 3 8  
1200000

2 6 8 0 6 3 2 4



BASE -REPORT 18  
SUMMARY OF F I R E S  BY ELEMENT 

FOR TYPE OF S I TU A T IO N  FOUND AND/OR F I X E D  PROPERTY USE
REPORT PER IOD  -  0 1 - 0 1 - 8 6  THRU 1 2 - 3 1 - 8 6  COMPUTER RUN DATE -  0 4 - 0 2 - 8 7

STATE -  ALL COUNTY-  ALL F I R E  DEPARTMENT- ALL F D ID  -  ALL
S T R U C T U R E  F I R E S

............................................................. ..........................................F I X E D  PROPERTY U S E ................................... - ............................................................
P U B L IC  EDUCA- I N S T I T U -  RES I DEN- STORE BAS INDS MANL^AC-

UNCLASS-  ASSEMBLY T IONAL T IONAL T IA L  O F F IC E  U T I L I T Y  TURING STORAGE S PEC IA L
I F I  ED PROPERTY PROPERTY PROPERTY PROPERTY PROPERTY DEFENSE PROPERTY PROPERTY PROPERTY TOTAL

TOTAL STRUCTURE F I R E S  BY
DETECTOR PERFORMANCE..............................:

UNKNOWN
# OF OCCURRENCES 6 1 4
X OF COLUMN TOTAL 4 6 . 8 3

IN ' RM OF F I R E /O PERA TED
*  OF OCCURRENCES 6 0
X OF COLUMN TOTAL 4 . 5 7

NOT IN  ROOM/OPERATED
# OF OCCURRENCES 3 6
X OF COLUMN TOTAL 2 . 7 4

IN  ROOM/NOT OPERATED
» OF OCCURRENCES 1 4
X OF COLUMN TOTAL 1 . 0 6

NOT IN ROOM/NOT OPERAT
*  OF OCCURRENCES 2 3
X OF COLUMN TOTAL 1 . 9 0

IN  ROOM/F IRE TOO SMALL
*  OF OCCURRENCES 1 0
X OF COLUMN TOTAL . 7 6

NO DETECTORS PRESENT
# OF OCCURRENCES 5 3 8
X OF COLUMN TOTAL 4 1 . 0 3

OTHER
« OF OCCURRENCES 1 4
X OF COLUMN TOTAL 1 . 0 6

* *  COLUMN TOTALS «« 1 3 1 1

76 1  
21 . 7 3

2 1 7
1 7 . 9 0

3 2 7
1 7 . 5 6

1 8 5 9 3
2 2 . 8 3

9 3 3
1 8 . 6 0

1 7 9  
3 .  1 1

1 8 3
1 5 . 0 9

5 7 1
3 0 . 6 6

6 6 4 2
8 . 1 5

2 4 7
4 . 9 2

8 2
2 . 3 4

5 0
4 . 1 2

1 5 3
8 . 2 1

5 7 6 3
7 . 0 7

1 1 9
2 . 3 7

7 9
2 . 2 5

4 8  
3 .  9 6

9 6  
5 .  15

2 7 7 6
3 . 4 0

8 9  
1 . 7 7

1 1 4
3 . 2 5

71 
5 .  8 5

8 7
4 . 6 7

4 6 3 3
5 . 6 9

1 0 2
2 . 0 3

1 3 8
3 . 9 4

61
5 . 0 3

2 4 9
1 3 . 3 7

2 6 2 3
3 . 2 2

1 2 2
2 . 4 3

2 1 1 9  
6 0 . 5 2

5 6 8  
4 6 .  8 6

3 5 5
1 9 . 0 6

3 9 2 7 1
4 8 . 2 2

3 3 4 5  
6 6 .  6 9

2 9
. 8 2

14 
1 . 1 5

2 4  
1 . 2 8

1 1 2 8
1 . 3 8

5 8
1 . 1 3

3 5 0 1 1 2 1 2 1 8 6 2 8 1 4 3 1 3 0 1 5

1 8 9 5 1 2 1 2 1 7 6 8 2 2 4 0 4 5
1 9 . 4 8 1 8 . 5 3 1 5 . 4 0 2 0 .  3 5 21 . 9 9

3 4 2 7 6 4 7 2. 8 2 6 1
3 .  5 0 9 .  9 8 . 5 9 . 6 5 7 . 5 5

8 5 4 5 9 2 3 6 3 4 7
. 8 2 1 . 9 5 . 7 4 . 6 8 5 .  8 0

4 4 0 2 2 7 3 1 7 5
. 4 1 1 . 4 4 . 2 7 . 2 0 2 .  9 0
1 1 5 8 51 17 5 1 7 1

1 . 1 3 2 .  0 9 . 6 4 . 5 0 4 .  7 3
8 9 41 1 1 3 3 4 4

3 . 2 2 . 5 1 . 3 2 3 . 0 5
7 1 4 1 7 0 3 6 4 1 4 2 5 5 5 5 7 5 8 2

7 3 . 6 0 61 . 6 3 8 1 . 1 6 7 6 . 2 6 5 2 .  6 7
10 31 51 3 3 1 3 9 2

1 . 0 3 1 . 1 2 . 6 4 . 9 8 1 . 2 7

9 7 0 2 7 6 3 7 9 0 2 3 3 5 0 1 0 9 3 1 7



L I S T I N G  OF ALL 
REPORT PER IO D  -  0 1 - 0 1 - 8 6

STATE -  ALL COUNTY-  ALL

F I R E  INC IDENT ELEMENTS

EXTENT OF SMOKE DAMAGE
0  UNKNOWN
1 CONFINED OBJECT O R IG IN
2  C0NF1ND PART RM O R IG IN
3  C0NF1ND ROOM OF O R IG IN
4 CONF F I R E - R A T E D  COMPAR
3 C0NF1ND FLOOR O R IG IN
6 C0NF1ND BLDG O R IG IN
7 EXTENDED BEYOND BLDG
8 NOT A STRUCTURE F I R E
9 NO DAMAGE 

INVALID CODE 
BLANK

TOTAL

DETECTOR PERFORMANCE
0  UNKNOWN
1 IN RM OF F I R E /O PERA TED
2 NOT IN  ROOM/OPERATED
3 IN ROOM/NOT OPERATED
4 NOT IN  ROOM/NOT OPERAT 
3  IN ROOM/F IRE  TOO SMALL
8 NO DETECTORS PRESENT
9  OTHER 

IN VAL ID  CODE 
BLANK

TOTAL

N S'
TALLY -REPORT 2 2

AGE 33

F I R E  ELEMENTS BY FREQUENCY OF OCCURRENCE
THRU 1 2 - 3 1 - 8 6  COMPUTER RUN DATE -  0 4 - 0 2 - 8 7

F I R E  DEPARTMENT- ALL F D ID  -  ALL

NUMBER
OF

INC IDENTS
PERCENTAGE NUMBER 

OF SERV ICE
NUMBER NUMBER 
C I V I L I A N  SERV ICE

TOTAL I N J U R I E S  IN J U R I E S  DEATHS
NUMBER
C I V I L I A N
DEATHS

DOLLAR
LOSS

4 2 7 8 2  
14210 
9 4 1 6  
9 4 0 7  
1 6 1 0  
7 4 1 5  

3 3 2 6 0  
6 1 7 8  
9 7 1 4  

20012 
5 0  

1 7 8 1 1 5  
3 3 2 1 6 9

12. 8
4 . 2  
2 .8  
2 .8

. 4
2.2 

10. 0
1 . 8  
2 . 9  
6 . 0

5 3 .  6 
1 0 0 .0

2 0 3  
61 
7 2  
8 3  
3 3  

2 0 7  
2 2 9 4  

6 3 8  
2 6  

21 1
6 0 5

4 4 3 3

1 7 4
1 3 8
2 3 3
3 3 0
1 5 7
5 0 6

1 9 2 0
2 9 2

2 5
3 1 8
93 1

5 0 2 4

1
2
3

5 2
16
8

13
13
51

5 0 6
9 0

3
3 9

1 9 2
9 8 3

5 3 1 3 8 6 5 7  
2 2 6 9 4 8 4 4  
1 2 9 5 1 5 1 7  
1 8 6 7 5 8 5 4  
7 8 7 0 6 3 8  

5 0 9 6 1 6 1 0  
1 5 0 6 2 4 8 5 6 5  

1 7 4 4 9 3 5 0 4  
3 1 4 2 1 2 5  

1 6 5 1 6 4 5 2 3  
6 0 2 4  

7 4 3 0 5 2 4 7 2  
2 7 5 8 4 0 0 3 3 3

5 5 4 5 Q 1 6 . 6 8 0 7 66 18 2 8 9 2 . 4 2 7 1 3 6 86 3 7 8 1 . 9 2 4 4 3 0 33 1 8 9 . 9 9 0 2 2 55 2 2 3 1 . 5 1 4 2 1 9 63 3 9 2 1 . 0 15 5 06 5 4 5 1 1 9 . 7 2 2 0 5 2 1 2 71 9 7 7 . 5 3 9 5 61 0 9 1 21 8 2 7 0 5 5 5 .  0 61 9 9 5 63 3 2 1 6 9 1 0 0 .  0 4 4 3 3 5 0 2 4

4
2

1
9

2 2 6
3 8
3 8
.2
3 0

2
441

13
1 8 3
9 8 3

4 6 7 0 6 8 5 9 4  
8 9 8 2 0 5 6 0  
5 3 7 9 9 3 8 7  
1 0 5 1 2 7 4 7  
2 2 6 2 2 3 5 0  

3 0 3 6 7 2 2  
1 3 4 1 5 8 1 0 2 6  

1 7 1 3 4 4 9 3  
2 6 5 2 7 9  

7 4 4 5 5 1 1 7 5  
2 7 5 8 4 0 0 3 3 3
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No smoke alarms in fatal fire; landlord jailed, fined
A landlord nas been sentenced to 90 days in jail for failing 
to install smoke alarms in a home in South St. Louis 
where a 4-year-old boy was killed in a fire.

Judge Christopher Smith of the St. Louis Municipal 
Court ordered the landlord. Richard Lewis of Kirkwood. 
Mo., to bring his wife to court so that the judge could give 
her the same sentence, said Vincent Sabella. housing court 
coordinator for St. Louis. Lewis's wife. Sharon Lewis, also 
is an owner of the house. Sabella said.

Smith also fined Richard Lewis S500 and indicated that 
he would impose the same fine on Sharon Lewis.

The fine and jail term are the maximum allowed by the 
o. Jinance requiring smoke alarms in city dwellings.

On November 14. Jacob Daniel Wiley was killed in a fire 
at the house. Fire fighters found the boy unconscious and 
wedged into a closet in the front room.

The boy's mother. Patty Wiley, 27. told authorities that 
she had scolded Jacob earlier in the day for sticking pieces 
of paper into a space heater.

(Sf. Louis Post-Dispatch. January 9, 1987)

Homeless burning
BOSTON (API—The death of a homeless man whose 
clothes caught fire in his makeshift shelter graphically il­
lustrates the growing problem of homelessness in Ameri­
can cities, said Mayor Raymond L. Flynn, who knew the 
victim.

John Griffin, 55. known in the South Boston neighbor­
hood as "Dukey." was a Navy veteran and welfare recipi­
ent who walked the beach along Dorchester Bay tor the 
past 2Vi years, according to Flynn and Police Superinten­
dent Paul Evans.

One Saturday night, he crawled under a cement stair­
case behind a city bathhouse and covered the opening 
with planks. Evans said it was unclear whether Griffin 
built a fire to keep warm in the 33 degree weather, or if it 
was*a cigarette that ignited his clothes.

Griffin apparently tried to crawl 40 feet to the bay. but 
collapsed. His body was found about halfway between the 
bathhouse and the water. Evans said. Cigarette butts and 
empty vodka bottles were found strewn behind the bath­
house.

The Midland Syn-Tech' Challenge...
In 1982 some people simply didn't 
believe the Midland SynTech" 
synthesized two-way radio: That it 
had more capability than existing 
radios, was field programmable, 
yet cost less than anything com­
parable. We S3id, "Match it against 
any other radio!'

Some pretty tough customers accepted our chal­
lenge. They compared capability and specs. Ran 
side-by-side field tests with other radios. Put (hem 
on shake tables. Compared price. Then they 
bought ours and put them to work.

Here at last was an affordable high-capability 
radio, that could be tailored to the user's exact 

needs by their own maintenance op-

I eration or local two-way dealer. And 
reprogrammed if needs changed. 
Up to 80 channels. Channel scan­
ning. Choice of priority and scan 
mode CTCSS and DCS squelch. 
DTMF. Wideband options and

In 1982, it took guts to switch 
radio brands. Now you just have 
to look at the track record. Since 
1982 Syn-Tech radios have aver­
aged fewer than 1% "infant mortal­
ity" failures, and life test results 
correspond to a unit availability of 

• beilerthan995ionanormalannual 
operational schedule.

has made 
believers out of...
Today, there are over 100 Syn-Tech models- 
including the new Syn-Tech portables-plus many 
other new Midland LMR mobiles, portables, and 
repeaters. We think a considered comparison will 
convince you there's still no belter value.

We challenge com parison. Give us a call.

/;
‘Operational flexibility*

"The large channel capacity, 
plus the ability to reprogram 
the Syn-Tech quickly, means 
I can operate anywhere m or 
out of my service territory on 
an instant's notice*

Harold M. Loabr 
Public Informuxm OSco 

Kino» Dry MO Ftie Depansxca

A k I D l _ A I M  D l  ll'il:-LAND MQOilC RADIO iH - '
1-800/MIDLAND
In Missouri: 816 241-3500
Aslc for Ext 1690

In Canada- A. C Simmondi 4 Sons. Ltd

some pretty 
tough customers!



International Conference of Building Officials
Alaska Southeast Chapter

JANUARY 13, 1333

LEGISLATIVE POSITION PAPER IN SUPPORT OF 

CSHB 232 AND 33 2o5 
AN ACT RELATING TO SMOKE DETECTION DEVICES

Our membership recommends adoption of these two bills which are amendments 
.to the existing statute pertaining to smoke detectors. The current law is 
vague in defining conditions under which smoke detectors are required.

Smoke detectors are inexpensive and save lives. They offer the best 
available strategy in Alaska for reducing the loss of life and property from
fire. Our State leads the Nation in these losses per capita year after year.

Section 2. of the proposal clearly sets forth smoke detector maintenance 
responsibilities for landlords and tenants in rental situations.

In addition to the State Fire Marshall's office, AS 13.70.090 allows local 
fire chiefs to enforce these provisions within their jurisdictions. The 
municipalities of Juneau and Anchorage currently require detectors in all 
dwelling units.

These acts would have negligible financial impact on both rural and urban
residents of Alaska. There is no fiscal note to the State associated with
implementation of these amendments.

President

P O B o x  2 1 1 4 1 1  A u k e  B a y ,  A K .  9 9 8 2  1



International Conference of Building Officials
Alaska Southeast Chapter

Building and Fire Safety 
March 30,1357

Governor Steve Cowper 
State of Alaska

Dear Governor Cowper,

The Alaska Chapters of the International Conference of Building 
Officials are composed of dedicated and trained career 
professionals in the fields of life and property safety. Cur 
membership represents every major municipality, several Federal and 
State agencies, and private sector design professionals in Alaska. 
We respectfully request your consideration and support of three 
proposals that we strongly believe to be in the best interest of 
all Alaskans.

1. In December 1334 the Alaska Task Force on Fire Prevention 
concluded that Alaska has the highest rate of fire death per capita 
in the western world. We would like to have you introduce an 
amendment to AS 18.7C.095 which would require the installation of 
smch.e detectors in all dwelling units. This action would produce 
the greatest potential for saving lives under currently available 
technology. The financial impact of this action on both rural and 
urban citizens would be negligible.

In addition, funding for the State Fire Commission would greatly 
help the efforts of those who serve in this State as firefighters, 
fire chiefs and construction code officials.

2. During the unprecedented construption boom of the early 
eighties, cities and boroughs learned that increased efficiency and 
communication occurred when related functions were consolidated 
into "one-stop permit departments". They were also far less 
expensive to administer. The concensus cf the construction 
industry, from our perspective, is that it would be timely for the 
State to adopt a similar organizational structure now that 
construction activity has cooled down.

Smaller Alaskan communities which have taken the initial steps to 
regulate construction activity within their boundaries often need 
continued assistance from the State because of staff limitations. 
The Departments of Public Safety, Labor, Environmental Conservation 
and others often complement the local staff. We fear that funding 
cuts may erode the current level of service.

Most rural communities currently have some degree of fire service 
personnel. In addition, larger municipalities usually provide some 
level of building inspection services. As an integrated extension 
of a State department governing fire prevention and building 
safety, the State could maintain a strong committment to help train



International Conference of Building Officials
A l a s k a  S o u t h e a s t  C h a p t e r

We support the following amendments;

AS IS.70.025. Smoke detection devices. Smoke detection 
devices shell be installed and maintained in all [living] 
dwelling units and mobile homeE [built, manufactured or 
scic] in the stare. The devices snail be of a type and 
deployed in a manner approved by the stare fire marshall.

A dwelling unit is any building cr portion thereof which 
contains living facilities, including provisions fcr 
sleeping, eating, cooking and sanitation.

Add to AS 34.03.100 It shall be the duty of the landlord to 
provide smoke detection devices in rental units.

Add to AS 34.03.120 It shall be the duty of the tenant to 
maintain smoke detection devices in rental units.

Justification
4

Current statute and regulation 13.AAC 50.020 require smoke 
detectors in all guest rooms in hotels and lodging houses 
used for sleeping purposes. They are also required in all 
dwelling units (apartments, condos etc.) except single family 
homes, duplexes and triplexes built before 1975 that have 
never been sold. Living units are not defined in the Uniform 
Building Code (UBC). Dwelling units are defined in the UBC 
and used in the state fire marshall's regulations. 
Responsibility for smoke -detection devices and maintenance in 
rental property ’is not clearly defined.

Alaska has the highest per capita death rate by fire in the 
western world. These amendments would help reduce fire deaths 
in Alaska.

This act would have negligible financial impact on rural and 
ufban Alaskans. There is no fiscal note to the state due to 
implementation of this amendment. This change is also 
supported by the fire service in Alaska.

Sincerely,

Shows
President



»•. * (

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  
D I V I S I O N  O F  F I R E  P R E V E N T I O N

FIRE MARSHAL UNIT SPRING EDITION 1987 FIRE SERVICE TRAINING UNIT

INSIDE

FIRE SERVICES SAVES THE ALASKA ECONOMY MILLIONS OF DOLLARS - P. 13 

FIRE PREVENTION TAX BILL INTRODUCED - P. 31

PRIVATE INDUSTRY STEPS IN TO MEET LOCAL FIRE DEPARTMENT NEEDS - P. 7 

GOVERNOR COWPER DESIGNATES MAY 10 •• 16 AR S O N  AWARENESS WEEK - P. 19 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY GETS NEW COMMISSIONER - P. 9

Sylvester (Sam) Neal, Director

Alaska State Fire Marshal



THIS D O C U M EN T  
HAS BEEN REPHOTOGRAPHED  

TO ASSURE LEGIBILITY



International Conference of Building Officials
A l a s k a  S o u t h e a s t  C h a p t e r

Building and Fire Safety 
March 30,1357

Governor Steve Cowper 
State of Alaska

Dear Governor Cowper,

The Alaska Chapters of the International Conference of Building 
Officials are composed of dedicated and trained career 
professionals in the fields of life and property safety. Cur 
membership represents every major municipality, several Federal and 
State agencies, and private sector design professionals ir. Alaska. 
We respectfully request your consideration and support of three 
proposals that we strongly believe to be in the best interest of 
all Alaskans.

1. In December 1334 the Alaska Task Force on Fire Prevention 
concluded that Alaska has the highest rate of fire death per capita 
in the western world. We would like to have you introduce an 
amendment to AS 13.70.095 which would require the installation of 
smoke detectors in all dwelling units. This action would produce 
the greatest potential for saving lives under currently available 
technology. The financial impact of this action on both rural and 
urban citizens would be negligible.

In addition, funding for the State Fire Commission would greatly 
help the efforts of those who serve in this State as firefighters, 
fire chiefs and construction code officials.

2. During the unprecedented construption boom of the early 
eighties, cities and boroughs learned that increased efficiency and 
communication occurred when related functions were consolidated 
into "one-stop permit departments". They were also far less 
expensive to administer. The concensus cf the construction 
industry, from our perspective, is that it would be timely for the 
State to adopt a similar organizational structure now that 
construction activity has cooled down.

Smaller Alaskan communities which have taken the initial steps to 
regulate construction activity within their boundaries often need 
continued assistance from the State because of staff limitations. 
The Departments of Public Safety, Labor, Environmental Conservation 
and others often complement the local staff. We fear that funding 
cuts may erode the current level of service.

Most rural communities currently have some degree of fire service 
personnel. In addition, larger municipalities usually provide some 
level of building inspection services. As an integrated extension 
of a State department governing fire prevention and building 
safety, the State could maintain a strong committment to help train



these local government officials to deliver services within their 
jurisdictions. This would save the State revenue and also increase 
services at the local level. In most cases disputes or questions 
could be resolved locally with a telephone call or an appeal 
hearing rather than by purchasing a plane ticket and sending a
State inspector out into the field. Currently disputes with State 
inspectors must usually be resolved in civil court.

It just makes good sense to promote State goals by having them
supported and reinforced at the local level. We suppor: 
consolidation of State building regulations within one department.

3. We urge your support for adoption'of the 1335 Uniform Plumbing 
Code (UPC), without amendment. The objections to the UPC by the 
plumbers union are no more than traditional "featherbedding". The 
plastic pipes in dispute have been used in thousands of buildings 
and for many years in Alaska with no problems of fire safety, water 
quality, sanitation or mechanical durability. In addition to lew 
cost, plastic pipes have many other advantages in cold climates.

We were pleased with the State's dismissal of case fS^FA-S3-1077 
against Fairbanks. The court held that Article X, Section II of the 
Alaska Constitution permits local governments to adopt and enforce 
newer editions of the UPC than the State. Recent correspondence,
however, with Commissioner Sampson indicates his reluctance to 
respect that decision in the other districts in Alaska. We 
respectfully request that: your office explain to us any compelling 
interest the State may have in pursuing this matter beyond an 
examination cf fire and building safety issues by our membership 
and the court. Please consider the time and expense involved for 
both sides to litigate this matter further.

The State Fire Marshal currently defers :|their- regulatory authority 
to municipalities who have demonstrated:an ability to enforce the 
fire safety provisions of the codes. This eaves the State money and 
avoids duplication of services. We request that you review this 
policy with your Commissioner of labor for implementation within 
all jurisdictions that have adopted and currently enforce newer 
versions of the UPC.

Thank you for your attention to these matters. We appreciate the 
opportunity to help resolve any areas of conflict that may exist 
and look forward to cooperating with your administration in a 
positive manner to promote safety related issues in AlasJa.

Sincerely /•?

Stephen 0. Shows 
President



International Conference of Building Officials
A l a s k a  S o u t h e a s t  C h a p t e r

Ve support the following amendments;

AS 11.70.055. Smoke detection devices. Stroke detection 
devices shall be installed and maintained in all [living] 
dwelling units and mobile homes [built, manufactured or 
scic] in the stare. The devices shall be cf a type and 
deployed in a manner approved by the stare fire marshall.

A dwelling unit is any building or portion thereof which 
contains living facilities, including provisions fcr 
sleeping, eating, cooking and sanitation.

Add to AS 34.03.100 It shall be the duty of the landlord to 
provide smoke detection devices in rental units.

Add to AS 34.03.120 It shall be the duty of the tenant to 
maintain smoke detection devices in rental units.

Justification
4

Current statute and regulation 13.AAC 50.020 require smoke 
detectors in all guest rooms in hotels and lodging houses 
used for sleeping purposes. They are also required in all 
dwelling units (apartments, condos etc.) except single family 
homes, duplexes and triplexes built before 1975 that have 
never been sold. Living units are not defined in the Uniform 
Building Code (UBC). Dwelling units are defined in the UBC 
and used in the state fire marshall's regulations. 
Responsibility for smoke -detection devices and maintenance in 
rental property ’is not clearly defined.

Alaska has the highest per capita death rate by fire in the 
western world. These amendments would help reduce fire deaths 
in Alaska.

This act would have negligible financial impact on rural and 
ufban Alaskans. There is no fiscal note to the state due to 
implementation of this amendment. This change is also 
supported by the fire service in Alaska.

Sincerely,

President



S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  
D I V I S I O N  O F  F I R E  P R E V E N T I O N

FIRE MARSHAL UNIT SPRING EDITION 1987 FIRE SERVICE TRAINING UNIT

INSIDE

FIRE SERVICES SAVES THE ALASKA ECONOMY MILLIONS OF DOLLARS - P. 13 

FIRE PREVENTION TAX BILL INTRODUCED - P. 31

PRIVATE INDUSTRY STEPS IN TO MEET LOCAL FIRE DEPARTMENT NEEDS - P. 7 

GOVERNOR COWPER DESIGNATES MAY 10 - 16 ARSON AWARENESS WEEK - P. 19 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY GETS NEW COMMISSIONER - P. 9

Sylvester (Sam) Neal, Director

Alaska State Fire Marshal



HOM E F IRES KILL 4 ,885 in 1985 

Fir e C h i e f  M a g a z i n e  

O c t o b e r  1986

Fire deaths in U.S. homes increased 

1 9.8% in 1985 over  the p r evious year, 

a cc o r d i n g to a report f r o m  the National 

Fire Prote c t io n  A s s o c i a t i o n  (NFPA).

T h e  report, "Fire Loss in the United 

S t a t e s  D u r i n g  1985", stated in 1985, 

4 , 8 8 5  people died in home fires compa r e d  

to 4,075 in 1984. A total of 6,185 

c i v ilian d e a t h s  (non fire fighters) w e r e  

reported, an i n cr e a s e  of 18% over  1984.

A c c o r d i n g  to a 1985 Lou Harris poll, 

n e a r ly  7 5 %  of all U.S. homes hav e  at 

least one s moke detector, h o w e v e r  

studies h a v e  suggested that nearly 

o ne - t h i r d o f  the installed smoke d e t e c­

tors are i n o p e r a t i v e  due to dead b a t­

teries of f a u l t y  d e t e c t io n  mechan is m s .  

F u r t h e r  s t ud i e s  indicate t h a t  the 

m a j o r i t y  of  h o m e  fires o c c u r  in homes 

w i t h o u t  s m o k e  detectors.

In 1985 a total of 2 , 3 7 1 , 0 0 0  fires in 

the U.S. w e r e  recorded, a c c o u n t i n g  for 

m o r e  than $7 ,3 2 4  billion in p r o p e r t y  

losses, up 9 . 2 %  o v e r  1984. Also r e p o r t­

ed were 825 f ire f a t a l it i e s  in road, 

wa t e r ,  and a i r  vehicles, an i n c rease of 

30% o v e r  1984. A p p r o x i m a t e l y  770 of 

these fire dea t h s  o c cu r r e d  in road 

v ehicles on U.S. highways.

In 1985, 122 fir e  fight e r s  died in the. 

line of duty. This represents a 3 .4% 

i ncrease o v e r  1984.

A c c o r d i n g  to Dr. John R. Hall, Jr., 

d i r e ct o r  of  fir e  analysis at NFPA, home 

f ire deaths are still down 18.8% from  

1978. H o w e v e r ,  a return to the fire 

death levels of 1982 and 1983 m a y  signal 

the U.S. has " r e ached a plateau in 

reducing f i r e  deaths".

IN A L A S K A,  H O M E  FIRES KILL 26 in 1985

Ou t  of the 26 home fire deaths there 

wer e no known o p e r a t i n g  S M O K E  DETECTORS.

Nine of the 26 home fire deaths had 

inoper at i v e  S MO K E  DETECTORS.

As in an y home, smoke d e t e c t o r s  should 

be i n s t a l l e d  on each living level. They 

should be i n stalled and m a i n t a i n e d  as 

d i r e c t e d  by the m a n u f a c t u r e r ,  and in 

good w o r k i n g  order.

S i n g l e - F a m i l y  D w e l l i n g ,  South 

C a rolina, J a n u a r y  30, 1983. E l e c t r i c  

h e a t e r  too close to c o m b u s t i b l e s ;  two 

killed.

T h i s  f ire in a s i n g l e - s t o r y  d w e l l i n g  

of w o o d - f r a m e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  star t e d  in 

the living r oom whe n  an e l e c t r i c  s p ac e  

h e a t e r  on top of a c o f f e e  table igni t e d  

books and n e w s p a p e r s  also  loca t e d  on the 
table.

A n e i g h b o r  t el e p h o n e d  the fire d e p a r t­

me n t  at 4: 3 0  am. Fire f i g h te r s  a t t e m p t­

ed to res c u e  the two o cc u p a n t s  w h i l e  

b a t t l i n g  the fire, bu t  w e r e  u n a b l e  to 

reach t he m  ini t i a l l y due to the i n t e n s e  

hea t and fire. Both m a l e  v i c t i m s ,  age s  

21 and 19, w e r e  f ound in the li v i n g  

room, w h e r e  both had s u c c u m b e d  to s m o k e  

inhalation.

O f f i c i a l s  said that one v i c t i m  had 

f a l l en  a s le e p  on the c o u ch  w h i l e  the 

o t h e r  was sl e e p i n g  in a back b e d room. 

The y b e l i e v e  that the l a t t e r  a w o k e  and 

was o v e r c o m e  by smoke w h i l e  t r y i n g  to 

rescue his s l e e p in g  friend on the couch.

O f f i c i a l s  b e l ie v e  that if s m o k e

SMOKE DETECTORS

de t e c t o r s had been installed, t h e s e  two

d e a t h s  c o u l d  have been p r evented. The

fire had a head start of a p p r o x i m a t e l y

lb to 20 m i n u t e s beca u s e  the n e i g h b o r

who d i s c o v e r e d  the fire had no t e l e p h o n e

and had to mak e the call at a n o t h e r
neig h b o r' s  home.

Damage f r o m  this 

$55,000.
fire was e s t i m a t e d  a t

* * * * * *
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1981 - 1985 C O M P A R I S O N S

1 981 1982 1 983 1 984 1985

C i v i l i a n  Fire Deaths 28 1 6 27 35 29

D e a t h s / M i l l i o n  Pop. 64. 3 34. 7 54. 5 66. 9 54. 2

C i v i l i a n  I n j u r i e s 84 62 70 63 70

F i r e f i g h t e r  I n j u r i e s 46 28 42 36 37

N u m b e r  of Fires 3,119 3, 1 09 3, 21 4 3, 680 3, 475

Total Calls 7, 777 1 0, 527 1 4, 035 14,876 14,813

$ Lo s s e s  ( i n  millions) $40. 6 $42. 6 $72. 8 $34. 5 $38. 8
$ Loss per c a p i t a $93.29 $92. 44 $1 46. 98 $65. 95 $72. 56

FI R E  D E A T H S

Once again, A l a s k a  leads the N a t i o n  in d e a t h s  b y  fire, based upon the 
•number of f a t a l i t i e s  per m i l l i o n  population. Of the 29 who died, 27 
were in t h e i r  homes, e i t h e r  s i n g l e  or m u l t i - f a m i l y  dwellings.

»■

17 were males, 12 females. 10 were u n d e r  the age of 9. .The 
c o n t i n u e d  ne e d  to i n s t a l l  and m a i n t a i n  smoke d e t e c t o r s  is 
d e m o n s t r a t e d  by t hese losses.

The d i s c u s s i o n  of fire de a t h s  w o u l d  be i n c o m p l e t e  without e x a m i n i n g  
the rates. Fairbanks, for example, a p p e a r s  to have the h i g h e s t  u r b a n  
fire d e a t h  rate d u r i n g  1985, wi t h  148 d e a t h s  per m i l l i o n  population, 
c o m p a r e d  to Anchorage, w h i c h  was 32. S i m i l a r  c o m p a r i s o n s  s h o w  
Naknek, for example, to have a fire d e a t h  rate per m i l l i o n  p o p u l a t i o n  
d u r i n g  1 985, of 3,333. Small c o m m u n i t i e s  s u c h  as this, however, must 
be l o o k e d  at over a l o n g e r  p e r i o d  of time, as the real p i c t u r e  is 
b i a s e d  by t h e i r  size and experience.

T a b l e  No. 1 in the a p p e n d i c e s  l ists the f a t a l i t i e s  in A l a s k a  since 
1979 by location. Local d e p a r t m e n t s  are u r g e d  to c o m p a r e  their 
f a t a l i t y  p r o b l e m  w i t h  the rest of the state.

7



D E T E C T O R  AN D  S P R I N K L E R  P E R F O R M A N C E

S m o J & ^ b e te c t& u i,

DON'T STAY HOME 
WITHOUT ONEI

D e t e c t o r s  o p e r a t e d  in 249, or 15. 5 X 
of all s t r u c t u r e  fires. Of the 
1,187 fires in r e s i d e n t i a l  
structures, no d e t e c t o r s  were 
present in 5 8 X of the incidents.

A u t o m a t i c  s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m s  o p e r a t e d  
in 16 fires, or 1S of the incidents. 
It s h o u l d  be n o t e d  that these were 
all n o n - r e s i d e n t i a l  ( s i n g l e  or two- 
f a m i l y  dwellings) properties.

S t u d i e s  by the F e d e r a l  E m e r g e n c y  M a n a g e m e n t  A g e n c y  ind i c a t e  that the 
i n s t a l l a t i o n  of home fire s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m s  c o uld save t h o u s a n d s  of 
lives and p r e v e n t  m i l l i o n s  of d o l l a r s  in p r o p e r t y  loss.

N e w  t e c h n o l o g y  has made fire s p r i n k l e r s  mu c h  more p r a c t i c a l  for 
r e s i d e n t i a l  use. S p r i n k l e r  heads are smaller, more e s t h e t i c a l l y  
designed, and react at l o w e r  t e m p e r a t u r e s  than c o n v e n t i a n a l
i n d u s t r i a l  fire sprinklers. In addition, i n s t a l l a t i o n  costs and
water r e q u i r e m e n t s  are minimal. For home builders, fire s p r i n k l e r s  
are a l o w - c o s t  s a f e t y  o p t i o n  that w o u l d  a t t r a c t  buyers, and the 
t r a d e - o f f s  b e t w e e n  s p r i n k l e r s  and code r e q u i r e m e n t s  can mean lower 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o sts or more units per area. For homeowners, the 
a d v a n t a g e s  of fire s p r i n k l e r s  i n c l u d e  a s a fer e n v i r o n m e n t  for the 
family, p r o t e c t i o n  for i r r e p l a c e a b l e  f a m i l y  possessions, and 
p o t e n t i a l l y  l o w e r  i n s u r a n c e  rates.

There is c u r r e n t l y  a m o v e m e n t  in A l a s k a  to e n c o u r a g e  the i n s t a l l a t i o n  
of s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m s  in dwellings. Any succ e s s  in this effort sh o u l d  
see a r e d u c t i o n  in life and p r o p e r t y  losses.



REPLY TO:

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY

D IV IS IO N  O F  F IR E  P R E V E N T IO N

□ RO. BOX N 
JUNEAU, ALASKA99811-1200 
PHONE: (907) 465-4331 S 5700 EAST TUDOR ROAD 

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99507-1225 
PHONE: (9071-269-5604

S T E V E  C O W P E R ,  G O V E R N O R

□
1979 PEGERROAD 
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 9S709 
PHONE: (907)456-4002

June 8, 1987

The Honorable Bill Hudson 
House of Representatives 
3379 Meander Uay 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: House B i 11 282

Dear Representative Hudson:

I just want to take a moment to express my appreciation for 
your sponsorship of HB 282, "An act relating to smoke 
detector devices." Though this bill did not pass last
session, it undoubtedly uill have a significant impact on 
fire fatalities in Alaska when it passes.

I request your con
saf ety is sues • If
ass istance on this
iss ues, pi ease g;ive u

Thanks aga in for your

inued support on our statewide public 
1, or members of my staff, can be of 
legislation or other fire related 

i a c a l 1 .

s u p p o r t .

erely,

, ' T W l f
er (Sam; NealI ves

state Fire Marshal

SN:BJN

L87-158

cc: Dewey Uhetsell, President, Alaska Fire Chiefs
Gaylen Brevik, President, Alaska Firefighters Assn.



A L A S K A  F I R E  C H I E F ’ S A S S O C I A T I O N
656 7th AVENUE • FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99701 • TEL. (907) 459-6500 

J a n u a ry  1 2 , 1988

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Bill H u d s o n  

A l a s k a  S t at e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P.O. Box V 

J unea u ,  A K  99811

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Hudson:

I am p l e a se d  to p r e s e n t  to y o u  those p e r t i n e n t  resolutions r e c e n t l y  

a d o p t e d  by the A l a s k a  Fire Ch ie f s  A s s o c i a t i o n  and the Alaska S t a t e  

F i r e f i g h t e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  at t h e i r  m o s t  recent j o i n t  confer e n c e  tha t  was 

held in Ju n ea u  in O c t o b e r  of 1987.

T h e s e  r es o l u t i o n s  a d d r e s s  t hose issues deemed vital by both A ss o c i a t i o ns ,  

not o n l y  for  the fire s e r v ic e  t h r o u g h o u t  AL L  o f  Alas k a ,  but also f o r  ALL 

c i t i z e n s  of our g r e a t state.

S h o u l d  y o u  have a n y  q u e s t i o n s  o r  de s i re  c l a r i f i c a t i on s  on any of these 

(or other) issues, p l e a s e  do not h e si t a t e  to c o nt a c t  me at the address 

i n d i c a te d  in the le t t e r h e a d  or call 4 5 9 - 6 5 0 0  (work) or 4 7 9 - 2 00 1  (home).

I a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  time in r e v i e w i n g  the e n closed material.

S i n c e r e l y ,

W i l l i a m  Shechter, P r e s i d e n t

W T S r n b a

cc: G al e n  Brevek, P resident, Alas k a  S tate F i r e f i g h t e r s As s o c i a t i o n

i



A L A S K A  F I R E  C H I E F ’ S A S S O C I A T I O N
POST OFFICE BOX 304 • CORDOVA. ALASKA 99574 .  TEL. (907) 424-7475

RESOLUTION 8 7 - 1

T I T L E :  SUPPORTING CONSOLIDATION OF CONSTRUCTION REGULATIONS
AND ENFORCEMENT ACT IV IT I ES  WITHIN ONE DEPARTMENT

UHEREAS, many d i f f e r e n t  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s  adop t  and e n f o r c e  
b u i l d i n g  and s a f e t y  c o d e s ;  and

WHEREAS, t h e s e  c o de s  a r e  n o t  a l w a y s  a d o p t e d  in a t i m e l y  manne r ;  
and

UHEREAS, t he  p r e s e n t  s y s t em  o f  code a d o p t i o n  and e n f o r c em en t  i s  
n o t  c o s t  e f f e c t i v e  and p l a c e s  an undue h a r d s h i p  on a l l  
A ] a s k a n s ;

T h e r e f o r e ,  be i t  r e s o l v e d  t h a t

The A l a s k a  F i r e  C h i e f ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n  and the  A l a s k a  S t a t e  
F i r e f i g h t e r ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n  s u p p o r t  l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t i o n  t o  p r omo t e  
the c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  a l l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  r e g u l a t i o n s  and 
e n f o r c e men t  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h i n  the D e p t a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y .  
To r e du c e  c o s t s  and improve  g o v e r nmen t a l  e f f i c i e n c y  we s u p p o r t  
f u n d i n g  f o r  the A l a s k a  F i r e  Commi s s i o n ,  the a d o p t i o n  o f  the 
mos t  r e c e n t  e d i t i o n s  o f  n a t i o n a l  c o d e s  and the  f o r m a t i o n  o f  an 
a p p e a l s  b o a r d  t o  r e s o l v e  d i s p u t e s .

Recommenda t i on :  P a s s

A d o p t i o n :  P a s s  x  No P a s s

D i s t r i b u t i o n :  Go v e r n o r  Cowper
A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e

Gay l en  S r e v i k ,  P r e s . ,  A . S . F . A .
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A L A S K A  F I R E  C H I E F ’ S A S S O C I A T I O N
POST OFFICE BOX 304 • CORDOVA, ALASKA 99574 .  TEL. (907) 424-7475

RESOLUTION 8 7 - 4

T I T LE :  SUPPORT OF AN OBJECTIVE AND T I hELY ADOPTION OF CODES
PERTAINING TO SAFETY W D  CONSTRUCTION REGULATION

UHEREAS m u n i c i p a l  b u i l d i n g  o f f i c i a l s  s h a r e  the common g o a l s  o f  
the f i r e f i g h t e r s  and f i r e  c h i e f s  t o  s ave  l i v e s  a r d  r e duc e  
p r o p e r t y  l o s s  in the  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ;  and

UHEREAS b u i l d i n g  o f f i c i a l s  u n an im o u s l y  a g r e e  w i t h  the 
c o n c l u s i o n  o f  the A l a s k a  Task  F o r c e  on F i r e  P r e v e n t i o n  and 
C o n t r o l  t h a t  a d o p t i n g  and e n f o r c i n g  a l l  modern c o n s t r u c t i o n  
c o d e s  w i l l  r e du c e  f i r e  l o s s  in A l a s k a ;  and

WHEREAS due t o  r e c e n t  f u n d i n g  s h o r t f a l l s  a f f e c t i n g  the s t a r t  up 
o f  t he  A l a s k a  F i r e  c omm i s s i o n ,  i t  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  imp o r t a n t  t h a t  
a l l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a c t i v e l y  p u r s u e ,  w i t h i n  t h e i r  j u r i s d i c t i o n s ,  
the  s t a t e d  g o a l s  o f  the Commi s s i o n ;  and

WHEREAS the  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  F i r e  C h i e f s  r e q u e s t e d  
t he  s u p p o r t  o f  a l l  b u i l d i n g  o f f i c i a l s  t o  keep p o l y b u t a l y n e  
p l a s t i c  p i p e  in the U n i f o rm  P l umb i ng  Code d u r i n g  the 1 987  ICBO 
annua l  b u s i n e s s  ,me e t i ng ;  and

WHEREAS mode rn p l a s t i c  p i p e s  have r e c e n t l y  shown g r e a t  
p o t e n t i a l  f o r  f i r e  s u p p r e s s i o n  in l ow c o s t  s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m s ;  
and

UHEREAS the  b u i l d i n g  o f f i c i a l s  in A l a s k a  who e n f o r c e  f i r e  and 
l i f e  s a f e t y  s t a n d a r d s  u n a n im o u s l y  c o n c u r  w i t h  the  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  P l umb i ng  and Mech an i c a l  O f f i c i a l s ,  a u t h o r s  o f  
the U n i f o rm  P l umb i ng  Code ,  t h a t  p l a s t i c  p l umb i ng  p i p e s  in 
c o m b u s t i b l e  b u i l d i n g s  have no t  been shown t o  be a s i g n i f i c a n t  
h a z a r d  t o  l i f e  and p r o p e r t y .

T h e r e f o r e ,  be i t  r e s o l v e d  t h a t

The A l a s k a  F i r e  C h i e f ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n  and the  A l a s k a  S t a t e  
F i r e f i g h t e r ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n  u r ge  the A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  adop t  
t he  mos t  r e c e n t  e d i t i o n  o f  the U n i f o rm  P l umb i ng  Code <UPC> 
i n c l u d i n g  t he  p r o v i s i o n s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  p l a s t i c  p i p e s .  L o c a l  
g o ve r nmen t s  w i l l  s t i l l  have the o p t i o n  o f  amending the code t o  
mee t  s p e c i f i c  l o c a l  c o n d i t i o n s .

R ecommenda t i on :  P a s s

Adoption: Pass x No Pass



ALASKA STATE FIREFIGHTERS ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 34324 

Juneau,  Alaska 99803-4324

RESOLUTION 8 7 - 3

T I T LE :  SUPPORT OF AN ACT RELATING TO SMOKE DETECTION DEVICES

WHEREAS the S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  c u r r e n t l y  r e q u i r e s  smoke d e t e c t o r s  
in a l l  l i v i n g  u n i t s  e x c ep t  s i n g l e  f a m i l y  homes and d u p l e x e s  
b u i l t  b e f o r e  1976  t h a t  have n e v e r  been s o l d ;  and

WHEREAS the A l a s k a  S o u t h e a s t  C h a p t e r  ICBO has  a b i l l  known as  
CSHB 2 8 2  and SB 2 6 6  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  smoke d e t e c t o r s  i n t r o d u c e d  
b e f o r e  the S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e ;  and

WHEREAS t h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  ail s o  c l a r i f y  t he  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  
smoke d e t e c t i o n  d e v i c e s  be tween l a n d l o r d s  and t e n a n t s ;  and *

WHEREAS t h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  l ow c o s t  smoke d e t e c t i o n  
d e v i c e s  t o  p r o t e c t  s l e e p i n g  o c c u p a n t s  in a l l  d u e l l i n g  u n i t s  in
A l a s k a ;  and ' .*

WHEREAS r e c e n t  s t u d i e s  by the N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  Home
B u i l d e r s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  f i r e  o c c u r s  more f r e q u e n t l y  in o l d e r
homes ;  and

WHEREAS no d e t e c t c - s  we re  p r e s e n t  in 49.77 o f  the  r e s i d e n t i a l  
f i r e  i n c i d e n t s  r e p o r t e d  t o  the S t a t e  F i r e  M a r s h a l ' s  o f f i c e  in 
1 9 8 6 .

✓

T h e r e f o r e ,  be i t  r e s o l v e d  t h a t

The A l a s k a  F i r e  C h i e f ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n  and the A l a s k a  S t a t e  
F i r e f i g h t e r ' s  u r ge  the A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  adop t  SB 2 6 6  o r  
CSHB 2 8 2  t o  h e l p  p r omo t e  the s a f e t y  o f  a l l  A l a s k a n s  f r om  the 
t h r e a t  o f  d e a t h  o r  i n j u r y  f r om  f i r e .

R e c c mm t n d a t i o n : P a s s

A d o p t i o n :  P a s s  x  No P a s s  ______

D i s t r i b u t i o n :  G o ve r n o r  Ccwper
A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e
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A L A S K A  F I R E  C H I E F ’ S A S S O C I A T I O N
POST OFFICE BOX 304 • CORDOVA. ALASKA 99574 • TEL (907) 424-7475

RESOLUTION 8 7 - 4

T I T LE ;  SUPPORT OF AN OBJECTIVE AND TIMELY ADOPTION OF CODES 
PERTAINING TO SAFETY AND CONSTRUCTION REGULATION

UHEREAS m u n i c i p a l  b u i l d i n g  o f f i c i a l s  s h a r e  the common g o a l s  o f  
the f i r e f i g h t e r s  and f i r e  c h i e f s  t o  s a ve  l i v e s  and r e duc e  
p r o p e r t y  l o s s  in the S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ;  and

UHEREAS b u i l o i n g  o f f i c i a l s  u n an im o u s l y  a g r e e  w i t h  the  
c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t he  A l a s k a  Task  F o r c e  on F i r e  P r e v e n t i o n  and + 
C o n t r o l  t h a t  a d o p t i n g  and e n f o r c i n g  a l l  modern c o n s t r u c t i o n  
c o de s  w i l l  r e d u c e  f i r e  l o s s  in A l a s k a ;  and

UHEREAS due t o  r e c e n t  f u n d i n g  s h o r t f a l l s  a f f e c t i n g  the  s t a r t  up 
o f  the A l a s k a  F i r e  c ommi s s i o n ,  i t  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  im p o r t a n t  t h a t  
a l l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a c t i v e l y  p u r s u e ,  w i t h i n  t h e i r  j u r i s d i c t i o n s ,  
the s t a t e d  g o a l s  o f  the  Commi s s i o n ;  and

UHEREAS the  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  F i r e  C h i e f s  r e q u e s t e d  
the s u p p o r t  o f  a l l  b u i l d i n g  o f f i c i a l s  t o  keep p a l  yb t - t a l  yne 
p l a s t i c  p i p e  in the U n i f o rm  P l umb i ng  Code d u r i n g  the 1 98 7  ICBO 
annua l  b u s i n e s s  , m e e t i n g ; and

UHEREAS mode rn  p l a s t i c  p i p e s  have r e c e n t l y  shown g r e a t  
p o t e n t i a l  f o r  f i r e  s u p p r e s s i o n  in l ow c o s t  s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m s ;  
and

UHEREAS the b u i l d i n g  o f f i c i a l s  in A l a s k a  who e n f o r c e  f i r e  and 
l i f e  s a f e t y  s t a n d a r d s  u n a n im o u s l y  c on cu r  w i t h  the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  P l umb i ng  and Mechan i c a l  O f f i c i a l s ,  a u t h o r s  o f  
the U n i f o rm  P l umb i ng  Code ,  t h a t  p l a s t i c  p l umb i ng  p i p e s  in 
c o m b u s t i b l e  b u i l d i n g s  have no t  been shown t o  be a s i g n i f i c a n t  
h a z a r d  t o  l i f e  and p r o p e r t y .

T h e r e f o r e ,  be i t  r e s o l v e d  t h a t

The A l a s k a  F i r e  C h i e f ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n  and the A l a s k a  S t a t e  
F i r e f i g h t e r ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n  u r ge  the A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  adopt  
the mos t  r e c e n t  e d i t i o n  o f  the U n i f o r m  P l umb i ng  Code <UPC) 
i n c l u d i n g  the  p r o v i s i o n s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  p l a s t i c  p i p e s .  L o ca l  
g o ve r nmen t s  w i l l  s t i l l  have the o p t i o n  o f  amend ing t he  code t o  
meet  s p e c i f i c  l o c a l  c o n d i t i o n s .

R ecommenda t i on :  P a s s

Adoption: Pass x No Pass


