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Prince William S o u n d  Region

P R I N C E  W I L L I A M  S O U N D  R E G I O N

A. Introduction

The Department of Natural Resources is currently preparing the Prince William 

Sound A r e a  Plan for this region . Ihe pl a n  will b e  finished in 1987 and 

develop t h e  p olicy t h e  department will follow for offering land in this area. 

Until this p l a n  is completed, the department will follow t h e  policy outlined 

below.

B. S u pply and and Demand for Settlement Land

The state owns o r  has selected approximately 850,000 acres in t he Prince 

William Sound Area. Approximately 70,000 acres of this state owned land is 

accessible a n d  suitable for settlement. Almost all this accessible and 

suitable land is located o n  the water in t h e  area's m a n y  attractive bays and 

fjords. M o s t  of the land w i t h  potential for settlement is also valuable for 

either recreation, fish a nd wildlife and/or mining.

Although t h e  great majority of land in the Prince W i l liam Sound region is 

federally owned, Native corporations own several large blocks of land in the 

region tha t  also are suitable for settlement. Ihe Native corporations own 

almost all t h e  land between Valdez and Cordova, and muc h  of the land near 

Chenega a n d  Iatcuche Islands.

To date, t h e  state has offered only the Blying So u n d  remote parcel area. 

Despite difficult access, this disposal w as one of t he m o s t  popular in the 
state's history. A n y  additional waterfront land t h e  state offers in this 

region w i l l  b e  extremely popular.

c- State land Offerings

1. Total land Designated frc. .Disposal

I h e  t o t a l  amount o f  land that is likely t o  b e  identified for offering over 
t h e  n e x t  t wenty years as a  result o f  the P rince William Sound area 

p l a n n i n g  process is between 1,500 a nd 15,000 acres. Through t h e  Prince 
William S o u n d  A r e a  Plan, the Ccnmissianer of T N R  w il l  determine t h e  amount



a n i  location o f  state settlement areas, establish t h e  land disposal 
policies that w i l l  guide t h e  d e p a r t m e n t’s actions in t h e  area a nd help 

d e t e m i n a  t he p acing o f  annual lan d  offerings.

2. Average Amount of Land for Disposal Each "Year

I h e  average amount of land sold each y e a r  for settlement over the next 

t w enty years will b e  identified b y  t he Commissioner through the Prince 

W i l l i a m  Sound area planning process. Until the p l a n  is completed, land 

sales will proceed at a  moderate rate in Prince W i l liam Scund. f
3. State Land Offerings -  FY86 through FY88 j

T a b l e  1 be l c w  shews the preliminary list of disposal projects the depart- s 
merit currently intends t o  of f e r  in FY86, 87 a n d  88. Th e s e  projects are 

n e w  i n  various stages o f  ENR's Land Availability Determination System : 
(IADS) process. IADS is t he detailed three y e a r  p r o cess ENR uses to : 

evaluate,, design a n d  offer all planned state land offerings. T he process - 
includes a n  evaluation o f  buil d i n g  conditions, t i t l e  t o  t h e  land, access, J. 

regulations o f  other agencies affecting the p l a nned disposal, public 

opinion, etc. Because t h e  projects ha v e  n o t  completed this assessment j 

p rocess and also because n o t  all projects are funded, t h e  disposal project 

timing, design and acreages a re all subject t o  change. )

FY86 Heiden View Sub

PR O JE C T  
F I S C A L  NAME/

YEA R  T Y P E

Eccles Creek 

Odd L ot 

Ja c k  B ay Hstd

PRTNCTI WTTTiTAM SOUND R B S K 3 J  
PLANNED IA N D  D I S P O S A L  O F F E R IN G S .  F Y 8 6  -  F Y 8 8

GROSS N ET

171 100 Yes-fill o r  North of

ACREAGE

1.3 1.3 None needed Nea r  Cordova

T A H IF  1

ACCESS
IMPROVEMENTS LOCAT ION  

REQUESTED

barricade Valdez 

w a s h  c u t  in 

existing roa d

755 400 No n e  needed O n  coast west f
of Valdez

EY87 Poe Bay Sub 750 140 None n e eded Passage canal £
n e a r  Whittier |

FY88 Logging Camp 

Bay

280 160 Non e  N e e d e d  Passage canal
— • . ’ ne a r  Whittier



4- State Land Offerings— After FY88

Qarxently, there a re n o  specific projects identified for sale after 1988. 
The plan n i n g  t e a m  f or t h e  Prince W i l l i a m  Sound Are a  Plan will identify 

projects tha t  wil l  b e  offered after FY88. O n e  project will b e  identified 
i n  this region this fiscal y e a r  t o  start t h r ough <th^''" three year IAES 
process.



J a n u a r y  3 1 ,  1 9 8 6

T h e  G i t y  o f  W h i t t i e r

T h e  O f f i c e  o f  S e n a t o r  D e V r i e s  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P o u c h  V  (MS 3 1 0 0 )

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

A t t e n t i o n :  M a r g a r e t

D e a r  M a r g a r e t :

E n c l o s e d  i s  s o m e  m a t e r i a l  w h i c h  C o u n c i l m e m b e r , F r e d  J o i n e r  

h a s  a s k e d  m e  t o  f o r w a r d  t o  y o u .

I a m  a l s o  e n c l o s i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  w h i c h  t h e  C i t y  C l e r k  

c o m p i l e d  a n d  a t t e m p t e d  t o  f a x  t o  y o u  o n  W e d n e s d a y .  T h i s  

i s  a l l  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  h e  c o u l d  l o c a t e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I 

b e l i e v e  t h a t  h e  i n t e n d s  t o  f o r w a r d  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  

a t  a l a t e r  d a t e .

I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  i f  y o u  t h i n k  o f  a n y  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  

w o u l d  b e  h e l p f u l  t o  y o u ,  p l e a s e  l e t  u s  k n o w .

S i n c e r e l y ,

B e t t y  L .  M c C l a i n  

D e p u t y  C i t y  C l e r k

E n c l o s u r e s

c c :  T h e  H o n o r a b l e  B e t t e  C a t o

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  J a l m e r  K e r t t u l a

CH.Box 608 Whittier, A la ska  9 9 6 9 3 (907) 472-2327



W t a i t n e R .  S m a l l  B o a t  H a R b o R

P. 0. Box 608 

Whittier, Alaska 99693 

472-2330

July 26, 1985

Mr. Fred Joiner, Jr. 
Whittier, AK 99693

Dear Fred:

In response to your request, a bopy of the economic and traffic 
flow study conducted for the new Portage Visitor Center was obtained 
from the Chugach National Forest. I've enclosed a copy of Scenario I, 

Alternative A for your information.

As a caution, do not take the average expenditure column at face 
value. This was calculated on the dollar turn over in the local economy.

It is therefore an indicator of value in an economic system and is not 
true dollar income.

The increase in use was projected on the basis of per cent of past 
increase. There may be some hazard in use of this concept since it could 
well be affected by the recent economic down turn. The study was completed 
in 1981. Also, I would doubt that the Resident-Visitor projection will 
increase at the rate shown. The population growth curve for south central 
Alaska has leveled out faster than expected.

I think we can safely assume that the capacity figures shown in year 
13 will be reached; however, it may be further in the future than projected. 
The expected use in Portage Valley will ultimately reach 2,183,800 plus 
residents and 608,200 visits or a total of 2,792,000 visits per year.
As a general rule an average of three people per vehicle cn be expected.
This would mean about 930,666 vehicles will enter Portage Valley when use 

reaches the capacity of the area.

Some questions that can be asked then are (1) How many of these vehicles 
will come into Whittier if there is an access or transportation capacity? 
and (2) If Pcrtage Valley is receiving use to capacity, how much of the 
future growth will come through to Whittier for an alternative recreation 
recreation experience or maybe even select this area for a primary experience? 
Regardless, there will be an exciting future for Whittier if things are
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are encouraged to proceed, as planned, in an orderly manner.

If I can provide additional information, please l$t kmef know.

Sincerely,

'cynn Mitchell 
Harbor Master
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SCENARIO 1 

ALTERNATIVE A KCM DESIGN 

Assume VC. in full operation CY 86 Max. visitation/year 2 692,00.0

1

NON RESIDENT 
VISITORS

RESIDENT AVG. EXPENDITURE 
VISITORS .#.: MON RESIDENT ....

AVG, EXPENDITURE 
RESIDENT

TOTAL 
■ EXPENDITUR!

.V*-
V

Visits Visit§ ‘. • 584/yjs JI(?/V1Slt • **

VI year 0-1985 424,800 , 165,900*v;#;s  35,683i200•>' 2 654,400 38,337,600I l 560,700 207,375 !■■■■’ 47,098,800# 3,318,000 ' ” 50,416,800
/ 2 633,600 • .> 228,100 ; 53,222,400 . 3,649,600 66,872,000

3 715,900 250,900#, . 60,135,600-.: 4,014,400 64,150,000
4 809,600 276.000 68,006,400 

76,'792,300
4,416,000 72,422,400

5-1990 914,200 . 303,600 ,> , 4,857,600 • ' 81,650,400
6 1,033,000 ■ 333,900 :t 86,772,000.“ 5,342,400 92 114,400

» 7 1,167,400 J 367,300 98,061,600 ' 5,876,800 103,938,400
] . 8 1,319,000 404,200 110,804,400. 6.467,200 117,271,600

9 1,490,600 444,500 125,210,400 7,112,000 132,322,400
10 1,684,400 502,285 141,489,600 8,036,560 149,526,160
ll 1,903,300 537,900 159,877,200 8,606,400 168,483,600

■ 12 2,150,800 591,700 180,667,200 9,467,200 190,134,400
?i 13* 2,183,800 608,200 183,439,200 9,731,200 193,170,400
r. 14 2,183,800 608,200 183,439,200 9,731,200 193,170,400

15-2000 2,183,800 . 608,200 183,439,200 . 9,731,200 193,170,400
16 2,183,800 608,200 = 183,439,200 • 9,731,200 193 170,400
17 2,183,800 608,200 183,439,200 9.731,200 193,170,400
18 2,183,800 608,200 •• 183,439,200 9,731,200 193,170,400
19 2,183,800 608,200 183,439,200 9,731,200 193,170.400
20-2005 2,183,800 608,200 . 183.439,200 9,731,200 193,170,400

32,277,800 9,479,260 2,711,335,200 15,166,816 2.,863,003,360

: 20 = 143,160,160 
year average

* Maximum capacity reached.

NOTE: Constant 1981 dollars without adjustment for inflation.



*
«. -

STATE OF ALASKA 1986 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date;

R E Q U E S T __________________________________________  FISCAL DETAIL

Bill/Resolution No.: SSSB 374_______________  Agency Affected: DOT&PF

Title: An Act Relating to State Toll_______  BRU: Design and Construction

Facilities

Sponsor: DeVries and Faiks____________________  Components:

Requestor: Senate Transportation____________  ______________

Date of Request: 2/10/86_______________________  ______________

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 86 FY 87 FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91

PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES

GRANTS, CLAIMS

MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0

REVENUE 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND

FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

PART-TIME 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TEMPORARY 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

A N A L Y S I S : There is no fiscal impact in adding tunnels to existing toll authority.

The specific fiscal impacts of a Whittier Toll Road would be subject to 

AS 37.15.730.

Prepared By: W illiam R. Snell, Deputy  ̂ Commissioner (Signed)Phone: 266-1440

Division: Central Region D O T 2 / 1 1 / 8 6

Approved by Commissioner: 
A g e n c y : DOT&PF

Distribution (by Agency preparing fiscal note): 

Legislative Finance 

Legislative Sponsor 

Requestor

Office of Management and Budget

Impacted Agency(ies) Page_ 1 of

2 / 1 1 / 8 6

10/25/85



Dept, o f Transportation & Public Facilities

IM ' s p s m

BILL n o : SSSB 374

TITLE: An Act Relating to State

Toll Facilities

A P P R O V E D :  1/RT'J. Kr
Commit oner 

d a t e :  2 / 1 1 / 8 \(

The Department of Transportation and Public Facilities supports expanding the 

current toll facility authority to include tunnels. In addition, we support 

the addition of the Whittier Toll Road facility to AS 37.15.730. This legis­

lation reinforces the desire to ensure that projects such as this are finan­

cially feasible and able to produce revenues to cover their costs whenever 

possible.

The Department is currently conducting an economic analysis and financial plan 

for transportation access to Whittier. A  key part of this financial plan, 

which will be available in mid-March, will be to look at funding the project 

through the use of revenue bonds generated from tolls.

For further information call Susan Fleischhauer at 465-3900.



Januar y 27 , ! .186

The Honorable JJdnu DeVries 
Pouch V
Juneau, Ail 998.11 
Mail Stop 3100

Dear Senator DeVries, . —

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  i n q u i r y  of J a n u a r y  27, 1 9 8 6 ,  r e g a r d i n g  
i n f o r m a t i o n  on the r e q u e s t  f r o m  t he  C i t y  of W h i t t i e r  for a 
Highway T o l l  Authority. Before co nsiderin g this, perhaps some of 
the Ci ty's g o a l s  c an be d i s c u s s e d .  O v e r a l l ,  the Ci ty  p l a n s  an 
o r d e r l y  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o g r a m  to e n c o u r a g e  a n d  s u p p o r t  tourism, 
r e c r e a t i o n ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and c o m m e r c i a l  f i s h i n g ,  ( i n c l u d i n g  
fish processing)

To f a c i l i t a t e  this p r o g r a m  an o v e r a l l  goal has been established 
to i m p r o v e  a c c e s s  f r o m  P o r t a g e  V a l l e y  t o  S h o t g u n  C o v e .  
Admittedly, this is an e x p e n s i v e  undertaking, but it is supported 
by a w i l l i n g n e s s  to r e q u i r e  users to pay associa te d costs over 
an  e x t e n d e d  t i m e  p e r i o d .  H e n c e ,  o u r  i n q u i r y  i n t o  t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a t o l l  authority to c o v e r  the entire length of 
the Access  route. This will be discussed further in this letter.

Before the City can ac c om m o d a t e  much of an increase in vehicular 
traffic, space must be d e v e l o p e d  for them. This has led to 
d e v e l o p m e n t  of a p r o p o s a l  to d i v i d e  a c c e s s  i m p r o v e m e n t s  into 
s e g m e n t s ,  w j. t h s u p p o r t i n  g f a c i l i t i e s  b e i n g  d e v e l o p e d  
s i m u l t a n o o u s l y .

A m a j o r  f a c t o r  w h i c h  c o u l d  i n f l u e n c e  g r o w t h  in W h i t t i e r  
stems from  the rece nt  aquisition by the State of about 4800 
a c r e s  of wh a t w a s  p r e v i o u s l y  f e d e r a l  land . Of this lan d 
g r a n t ,  6 0 0  a c r e s  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  an 
e n t i t l e m e n t  to the city of Whittier. Another 418 acres has 
b e e n  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  s e t t l e m e n t  t o  t h e  C h u g a o h  N a t i v e  
Corporation. Out of the rema ining lands, several areas in 
the Wh it t ie r  v i c i n it y  h a v e  boon d es ig na ted by the State for 
p o t e nt i al  disposal into p r i v a t e  hands.

L A N D S

P.O. Box 608 Whittier, Alaska 99693 (9071472-2327



Urina D c V r j e s  

J a n u a r y  2 7 ,  1 9 8 6  
P a g e  2

T h o s e  a r e a s  a r e ,  Pi g o t  B a y ,  2 9 5  a c r e s ;  P o e  H a y  4 4 0  a c r e s ;  

L o g g i n g  C a m p ,  3 2 5  a c r e s  a n d  B i l l i n g s  C r e e k  T o r  a y e t  u n k n o w n  

a m o u n t  o f  a c r e a g e .  T h e s e  a r e a s  w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  r e q u i r e  

s e r v i c e  f r o m  W h i t t i e r  a n d  w i l l  s u p p o r t  u s e r  f u n d e d  a c c e s s  

w h e n  i t  ts r e a l i z e d .

SHOTGUN C O V E  - W HITTIE R SUBDIVISION

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  S h o t g u n  C o v e  S t e e r i n g  C o m m i t t e e ,  a j o i n t  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  W h i t t i e r  a n d  t h e  C h u g a c h  N a t i v e  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  

t h e  f i r s t  s t a g e  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  i m p r o v e d  a c c e s s  

s h o u l d  b e  t h e  S h o t g u n  C o v e  R o a d .  T o t a l  c o s t  o f  t h i s  w i l l  b e  

1 9 . 5  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s ,  b a s e d  o n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  e n g i n e e r i n g  

d e s i g n .  T h i s  p r o j e c t  m a y  b e  b r o k e n  i n t o  t w o - p a r t s  w i t h  a 

r e q u i r e m e n t  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  30 m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  n e e d e d  to 

b u i l d  t h e  r o a d  f r o m  W h i t t i e r  t o  t r i n i t y  p o i n t  b e g i n n i n g  I n  

1 9 8 6 .

I f  t h e  r o a d  c a n  b e  s t a r t e d  t h i s  y e a r ,  t h e  C i t y  w i l l ,  

a d v e r t i s e  a  r e q u e s t  i'or p r o p o s a l s  t o  d e v e l o p  2 0 0  a c r e s  o f  

M u n i c i p a l  E n t i t l e m e n t  L a n d  k n o w n  a s  t h e  W h i t t i e r  

S u b d i v i s i o n .  T h i s  c o u l d  b e  b y  a p r i v a t e  d e v e l o p e r  w i t h  t h e  

l a n d s  b e i n g  f u r n i s h e d  b y  t h e  C i t y  o f  W h i t t i e r .  A p p l i c a t i o n  

f o r  t h o s e  l a n d s  h a s  b e e n  f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  

N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  a n d  a  l e t t e r  o f  e n t r y  is e x p e c t e d  b e f o r e  

t h e  c o m i n g  e p r i n g .

A p r e l i m i n a r y  s i t e  p l a n  i n d i c a t e s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 9 7  

r e s i d e n t i a l  l o t s  c a n  b e  d e v e l o p e d .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  C h u g a c h  

A l a s k a  C o r p o r a t i o n  o w n s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  3 3 8  a c r e s  a d j a c e n t  t o  

t h e  p r o p o s e d  s u b d i v i s i o n .  T h i s  i s  p r o p o s e d  f o r  r e s i d e n t i a l  

a n d  c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h r o u g h  p r i v a t e  c a p i t a l .  A t  a 

d e n s i t y  o f  a b o u t  2 p e o p l e  p e r  a c r e  t h i s  c o m b i n e d  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  

c o u l d  s u p p o r t  u p  Lo 1 0 3 0  p e o p l e  d e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e  actual, f o r m  

d e v e l o p m e n t  m a y  t a k e .

B e f o r e  t h e  s u m m e r  o f  1 9 8 6 ,  t h e  C i t y  o f  W h i t t i e r  a n d  C h u g a c h  

A l a s k a  C o r p o r a t i o n  w i l l ,  t h r o u g h  a  j o i n t  v e n t u r e ,  s e l e c t  a n  

a d d i t i o n a l  4 0 0  a c r e s  o f  M u n i c i p a l  E n t i t l e m e n t  L a n d  arid 1 0 0  
a c r e s  o f  C o r p o r a t i o n  L a n d  i n  S h o t g u n  C o v e .  T h e  S h o t g u n  C o v e  

S t e e r i n g  C o m m i t t e e  h a s  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  a  r e q u e s t  f o r  

p r o p o s a l s  f o r  p r i v a t e  d e v e l o p m e n t  s h o u l d  b e  a d v e r t i s e d  s o o n  

a f t e r  t h e  l a n d  s e l e c t i o n  h a s  b e e n - f i n a l i z e d .  W h i l e  t h e  

u l t i m a t e  f o r m  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  i s  u n k n o w n ,  i t  h a s  b e e n  a g r e e d  

t h a t  t h e  R F P  w i l l  i n c l u d e  s o m e  h i g h  d e n s i t y  r e s i d e n t i a l  

d e v e l o p m e n t ,  h a r b o r  f a c i l i t i e s ,  c o m m e r c i a l  e n t e r p r i s e s  a n d  

i m p r o v e d  m a r i n e  f r e i g h t  h a n d l i n g  a n d  p a s s e n g e r  f a c i l i t i e s  a s  

s t a n d a r d s  f o r  t h e  p r o j e c t .  I f  f u t u r e  p o p u l a t i o n  d e n s i t y  

w o r e  t o  r e a c h  4 p e o p l e  p e r  a c r e ,  n o t  a n  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  h i g h  

f i g u r e ,  t h e  c o m b i n e d  d e v e l o p m e n t  c o u l d  s u p p o r t  a b o u t  2 0 0 0  

r e s i d e n t s .
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P a g e  3

A g a i n ,  t h i s  a s p e c t  o f  f u t u r e  d e v e l o p m e n t  c o u l d  e a s i l y  b e  

a c c o m p l i s h e d  w i t h  p r i v a t e  c a p i t a l ,  w i t h  a  l o n g  r a n g e  b e n e f i t  

t o  t h e  C i t y  b e i n g  a s t a b l e  t a x  b a s e .  T h e  C h u g a c h  A l a s k a  

C o r p o r a t i o n  h a s  m e n t i o n e d  o n  o c c a s i o n  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  

w i n t e r  r e c r e a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  t h e y  c o u l d  d e v e l o p .  I f  

f o l l o w e d  t h r o u g h ,  t h i s  w o u l d  r e s u l t  I n  a  y e a r  r o u n d  i n f l u x  
o f  r e c r e a t i o n a l  e n t h u s i a s t s .  A c c e s s  t o  t h e  a r e a  w o u l d  c o s t  

a n o t h e r  9 . 5  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  i n  r o a d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a s  i t  i s  
c u r r e n t l y  e n g i n e e r e d .

O n c e  t h e  W h i t t i e r  S u b d i v i s i o n  a n d  S h o t g u n  C o v e  p r o j e c t s  a r e  

u n d e r  w a y ,  a c c e s s  i m p r o v e m e n t  f r o m  P o r t a g e  V a l l e y  t o  

W h i t t i e r ,  v i a  a  t o l l  r e a d ,  c m j - I d - o a s i - l y  b e  ■supporte'd” b y  'the' 

i n c r e a s e d  t r a f f i c  g e n e r a t e d  b y  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t ' s .

W e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  a  r e p o r t  i s  f o r t h c o m i n g  t o  t h i s  

l e g i s l a t u r e  f r o m  t h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

_ e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  f i n a n c i n g  a l t e r n a t i v e s  f o r  

W h i t t i e r  a c c e s s  b a s e d  o n  v a r i o u s  s t u d i e s  c o m p l e t e d  i n  t h e  

p a s t .  T h i s  s t u d y  i s  a p p a r e n t l y  d u e  a b o u t  F e b r u a r y  15, 1 9 8 6 .  

W e  h a v e  d e e p  c o n c e r n s  t h a t  t h i s  s t u d y  w i l l  r e f l e c t  o n l y  

t r a f f i c  p r o j e c t i o n s  t o  W h i t t i e r  a t  i t ' s  e x i s t i n g  l e v e l  o f  

d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  n o t  w h a t  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  w i l l  b e  w i t h  

d e v e l o p m e n t  a s  p r o p o s e d  a b o v e .  H o w e v e r ,  w e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  

a c c e s s  f r o m  P o r t a g e  t o  W h i t t i e r  s h o u l d  b e  u s e r  p a i d .  T h e  

b e s t  w a y  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h i s  w o u l d  b e  t o  c h a r g e  t h o s e  w h o  

d e r i v e  t h e  m o s t  b e n e f i t  f r o m  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t .  I n  o r d e r  t o  

e s t a b l i s h  t h i s  a s  a  p o s s i b i l e  a l t e r n a t i v e  h o w e v e r ,  w i l l  

r e q u i r e  a m m e n d r n e n t  o f  t h e  t o l l  a u t h o r i t y  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  t h e  
p r o p o s e d  K n i k  A r m  C r o s s i n g .

O b v i o u s l y  t h e  a b o v e  p r o p o s a l s  a r e  q u i t e  a m b i t i o u s .  H o w e v e r ,  

w e  a r e  c e r t a i n  t h e y  a r e  r e a s o n a b l e .  W e  h a v e  c o l l e c t e d  s o m e  

i n f o r m m a t i o n  w h i c h  s u p p o r t s  o u r  p o s i t i o n .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  

wi. 1 1  s h o w  s o m e  o f  t h e  d i v e r s e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  

o p e r a t i v e  i n  o u r  a r e a  w h i c h  m a y  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  a d e q u a t e l y  

a d r u s s e d  e l s e w h e r e *

H AR BO R FA CI L IT IE S

H a r b o r  f a c i l i t i e s ,  o r  t h e  J a c k  t h e r e o f ,  i s  a m a j o r  c o n c e r n .  

T h e  e x i s t i n g  h a r b o r  w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1 9 7 2 .  It w a s  f u l l  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r .  I n  i 9 6 0  t h e  s i z e  w a s  d o u b l e d .  It w a s  

a g a i n  i m m e d i a t e l y  o v e r  s u b s c r i b e d .

A t  p r e s e n t ,  t h e r e  a r e  3 3 2  s l i p s  i n  t h e  h a r b o r .  O f  t h e s e ,  

2 7 9  a r e  p e r m a n e n t l y  a s s i g n e d .  5 3  a r e  h e l d  o p e n  f o r  
t r a n s i e n t ,  v e s s e l s .

P r e s e n t l y ,  8 6  t r a n s i e n t  v e s s e l s  a r e  s p e n d i n g  t h e  W i n t e r
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m o o r e d  In the h a r b o r .  T h i s  is a 2 9 %  i n c r e a s e  o v e r  t h e  sa m e  
p e r i o d  l a s t  year. T h e  o n l y  p r o b l e m  is, Th e y  a r e  l a r g e  
v e s s e l s  which occup y most of the sl ips for the larger size 
c la ss es. It is getting more d if ficult to accomoda te  winter 
use p r i m a r i l y  from fishing vessels.

In t h e  s u m me r , f r o m  A p r i l  15, t h r o u g h  S e p t e m b e r  15, the 
s i . t u a t i o n  b e c o m e s  c h a o t i c .  T h e r e  w a s  an a p p r o x i m a t e  
i n c r e a s e  of 1 5 %  u s e  in the h a rb o r.  W i t h  J u l y  1985 b e i n g  an 
e x a m p l e ,  t h e r e  w a s  2 79  a s s i g n e d  b e r t h s  w i t h  an a v e r a g e  of 
227 t r a n s i e n t  b o a t s  in t h e  h a r b o r  for and a v e r a g e  of 50 6  
b o a t s  in t h e  h a r b o r  d e s i g n e d  f or  3 3 2  b o a t s .  On  f i v e
o c c a s i o n s  in 1985, the Harbor ma ster broadcasted to a l l  boats
e n t e r i n g  the harbor that there was no more space a v a i l a b l e .  
Up t o  10 5 b o a t s  w o r e  on t h e  p r i o r i t y  1 ,Lst a w a i  t i n g  
p e r m i s s i o n  to e n t e r  t he  h a r b o r .  S o m e  w e r e  a n c h o r e d  up for 
three days before space could be make a v a i l a b l e .  The need 
for additional harbor space is desparate. Shotgun Co ve  can 
p r o v i d e  it.

In the a n a l y s i s  of the reason for this demand the f o l l o w i n g  
facts can be verified.

1. 8 7 %  of the ves se ls  using the harbor are from 
A n c h o ra g e and Eagle River.

2. 3 %  are from the Mut-Su borough.

3. 1% are from Whittier.

—  4. 7 %  are from either Seward, Homer, Cordova or
V a l d e z .

5. 2 %  arQ fro m other areas in cluding out of
state.

A r t h u r  Y o u n g  an d  A s s o c i a t e s  has p r e p a r e d  a s u m m a r y  of 
v a r i o u s  studies co n d uc t ed  betw e en  1979 and 1983 to pr ep ar e  a 
d e m a n d  a n a l y s i s  of b o a t i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  .for A n c h o r a g e  and 
the K e n a i  P e n n i n s u l a .  It w a s  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  l in e v e r y  13 
p e o p l e  in that area require boatin g facilities.

If the p o p u l a t i o n  of An c ho ra ge is a p p r o x i m a t e l y  244,000, as 
m e n t i o n e d  in the 1 9 8 5  M u n i c i p a l  O f f i c i a l s  d i r e c t o r y ,  t h e n  
t h e r e  i.s a d e m a n d  f o r  1 8 , 7 6 9  s l i p s  to s a t i s f y  A n c h o r a g e  
a l o n e .  L e s s  t h a n  a t h i r d  of t h e s e  a r e  a v a j l a b l e  in t h e  
Anohorage/Kenal P e n n i n s u l a  area.

W h i t t i e r  is o n l y  60 m i l e s  from this demand; compared to o v e r  
t w i c e  t h a t  d i s t a n c e  to S e w a r d  a nd o v e r  four t i m e s  th a t

v'
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dist an ce  to Homer. In addition W h i t t i e r  is a major gateway 
to p r i n c e  W i l l i a m  Sound, w h i c h  c o n t a i n s  s o m e  of the b e s t  
re creation al  waters in the state. A l l  that prev en t s it from 
being used to its p o t e nt i al  is a ccess and facilities.

T he U.S. A r m y  C o r p s  of E n g i n e e r s  is n e a r i n g  c o m p l e t i o n  of 
the f e a s i b i l i t y  s t u d y  f o r  a h a r b o r  in S h o t g u n  C ov e.  T hi s  
r e p o r t  is d u o  for c o m p l e t i o n  by t h e  S p r i n g  of 1986. The 
P r e l im i na ry  draft shows def i ni t e f ea s io il it y. There are two 
v i a b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  for construction. One a l t e r n a t i v e  is 
for a p p r o x i m a t e l y  832 slips. The other, a p p r o x i m a t e l y  790 
slips for a total of 1622 spaces wh i ch  c o u l d  u l t i m a t e l y  be 
d e v e l o p e d .  W h i l e  t h i s  d o e s  no t m e e t  a l l  of the A n c h o r a g e  
needs, it w ou l d c e r t a i n l y  help.

If the S t a t e  is u n a b l e  to h e l p  j.n c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a n e w  
harbor in Shotgun Cove, then p e r h a p s  a p r i v a t e  corporation 
c o u l d  d e v e l o p  it. For e x a m p l e  p a r t  of the s l i p s  c o u l d  be 
s o l d  i n t o  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p  on a c o n d o  a r r a n g e m e n t  to 
recover a large part of the inve stment.

M AR IT IME AC TIVI T IE S

In 1986 there are 34 Cruise Ship d o c ki n gs  s c h e d ul e d into the 
Por t of W h i t t i e r ,  E a c h  of t h e s e  s h i p s  c a r r y  a b o u t  80 0  
p a s s e n g e r s  to a n d  f r o m  A l a s k a .  T h i s  a d d s  up to a t o t a l  of 
2 7, 2 00  p e o p l e  e n t e r i n g  and 2 7 , 2 0 0  d e p a r t i n g  for a t o t a l  of
5 4 , 0 0 0  p a s s o n g e r s  t h a t  w i l l  p a s s  t h r o u g h  W h i t t i e r  and 
A n c h o r a g e  n e x t  s e a s o n .  Jn a d d i t i o n  e a c h  s h i p  c a r r i e s  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 0 0  c r e w  m e m b e r s  for a t o t a l  of 6 8 0 0  c r e w  
p e r s o n  v i s i t s  t o  t h e  c i t y .  T h i s  is a c o n s i d e r a b l e  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  to t h e  e c o n o m y  of A l a s k a .  It c o n s t i t u t e s  a 
tremendous impact on the City howe ve r,  which p ro v i d e s  EMS, 
Fire and Polic e support, in ad di t io n  to wa te r  and sanitation 
s e r v i c e s .

In ad di tion to the above, .18,066 p a s s e n g e r s  were accomoda te d 
by p r i v a t e  c r u i s e  s h i p  b e t w e e n  W h i t t i e r  a n d  V a l d e z .  T h i s  
number w i l l  increase si g ni f i c a n t l y  in 1986 wit h the add it io n 
of two more vess e ls  of about ninety foot in length, catering 
to t he d e m a n d .  It is c o n c i e v a b l e  t h a t  t h i s  n u m b e r  w i l l  
t riple in the next two years.

This is in large part due to la c k of c a p a c i t y  on the Ma ri ne 
H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  (M.V. H a r r i e t t )  w h i c h  o p e r a t e s  at o v e r  
c a p a c i t y  d u r i n g  t h e  s u m m e r  m o n t h s .  T h i s  v e s s e l  in 19 84  
tr an sported about 22,000 w a l k  on p a s s e n g e r s  be tw ee n Whi ttier 
and V a l d e z  an d a b o u t  5 0 0 0  a u t o m o b i l e s  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  
v e h i c l e s .  It can a c c o m o d a t e  no more . P e r h a p s  it is o n l y  
proper that additional demand be met by the p r i v a t e  sector. 
However, mo or age must be p r o v i d e d  for the p r i v a t e  v e s s e l s .
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T he  C i t y  po r t f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  a l r e a d y  o v e r  taxed. Added 
h a r b o r  f a c i l i t i e s  In W h i t t i e r  and S h o t g u n  C o v e  w i l l  h e l p  
p r o v i d e  t he n e c e s s a r y  m o o r a g e  f a c i l i t i e s  a nd  p a s s e n g e r  
s e r v i c e s  which are now t o t a l l y  lacking.

A n o t h e r  f o r m  of m a r i t i m e  a c t i v i t y  is t h e  a m o u n t  of rai l 
barge freight w hi ch passes through Whittier ev e ry  year. An 
e s t i m a t e  f r o m  t h e  l a r g e s t  of t he  r a i l  b a r g e  c o m p a n i e s  
s e r v i n g  W h i t t i e r ,  A l a s k a  H y d r o  Train,  p l a c e s  a f i g u r e  of 
o v e r  500,000 tons on the amount of freight which is shipped 
n o rt h bo u nd  al on e  through Whittier. The Alask a Railro ad  has 
p l a n s  to e x p a n d  t h e i r  c a p a b i l i t i e s  to h a n d l e  r a i l  b a r g e  
t r a f f i c  by u p g r a d i n g  t h e i r  s e c o n d  s l ip ,  w h i c h  is n o w  used 
o n l y  for staging. This project has been slated to begin in 
the Spring of 1986.

ALASKA R A I L R O A D

The A l a s k a  Ra i l ro a d and the other tra nsportation companies 
p l a n  on m o v i n g  m o r e  f r e i g h t  t h r o u g h  W h i t t i e r  to A n c h o r a g e  
t h a n  e v e r  b e f o r e .  P r e s e n t  s u m m e r  p a s s e n g e r  a n d  v e h i c l e  
s h u t t l e s  a r e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  c o m i n g  into c o n f l i c t  wit h the 
m o v e m e n t  of f r e i g h t .  A d d i t i o n a l l y  it is w e l l  d o c u m e n t e d  
that rail p a ssenge r s e r vi c e does not pay for itself when the 
t o u r i s t  s e a s o n  a n d  the  o f f  s e a s o n  are a v e r a g e d  t o g e t h e r .  
M o r e  p a s s e n g e r s  a r e  s h o w i n g  up e a c h  y e a r  th an  the A l a s k a  
R a i l r o a d  cares to h a n d l e  between Portag e and Whittier in the 
s u m m e r .

A c c o r d i n g  to A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  c o n d u c t o r  e s t i m a t e s ,  a b o u t
1 6 0 . 0 0 0  p e o p l e  r o d e  -the s h u t t l e  in 1985. In a d d i t i o n ,
22.000 vehicles, i n c l u d i n g  buses, motor homes, va n  trucks 
and p e r s o n a l  v e h i c l e s  were transported. When considered on 
t he  b a s t s  of t r a i n  days, or t h e  n u m b e r  of da y  per y e a r  th at  
the t r a i n  m a k e s  at l e a s t  o n e  r e g u l a r l y  s c h e d u l e d  s h u t t l e  
run, it a p p e a r s  t h a t  an a v e r a g e  of 6 15 p a s s e n g e r s  w e r e  
s e r v e d  e a c h  day. S i n c e  t h e  t r a i n  ru n s e v e r y  d a y  f o r  the 
four m o n t h s  of summer, that e q ua ls  120 train days. .In the 8 
w i n t e r  m o n t h s  -the t r a i n  runs t h r e e  d a y s  a w e e k  or 15 d a y s  a 
mo nth a l s o  equal to 120 train days.

O b v i o u s l y  the p e o p l e  m o v e d  in 1984 w e r e  n ot  a l l  W h i t t i e r  
r e s i d e n t s  of W h i t t i e r .  In 1 9 8 5  • W h i t t i e r  ha d  o n l y  338 
residents, based on r e v e n u e  sharing information filed with 
the s t a t e .  If the p r o j e c t i o n  for the 19 86  c r u i s e  s h i p  
s c h e d u l e  a nd the a c t u a l  n u m b e r  of p e o p l e  s e r v e d  by p u b l i c  
a n d  p r i v a t e  f e r r y  s e r v i c e  in 1985, are s u b t r a c t e d  f r o m  the 
1985 r a i l r o a d  figures, the a v e r a g e  daily figure for a c t i v i t y  
on t h e  t r a i n  w o u l d  s t i l l  n e a r l y  e q u a l  the p o p u l a t i o n  of 
Whi tt ie r or about 334 passen ge r s a day.
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U.S. AR MY  PETROLEUM TANK FARM

W h i l e  there is not a lot of in fo rma tion a v a i l a b l e ,  the U. S. 
Army P et role um  Tank Farm is co nti n ui n g its program to expand 
and upgrade facilities. This is bound to ha v e  an effect on 
W h i t t i e r .  T h e y  w i l l  c o m p l e t e  t h r e e  n e w  t a n k s  in s u m m e r  of 
1 9 8 6  a n d  t hi s m a y  r e q u i r e  e i t h e r  m o r e  rail, tan k s e r v i c e  or 
more tanker ship service to be brought to the area.

C O N C L U S I O N

We of t he  C i t y  of W h i t t i e r  v i s u a l i z e  a g r e a t  f u t u r e  for our 
c o m m u n i t y .  T h e  p o t e n t i a l  is hero. To r e a l i z e  it, y o u r  s u p p o r t  
a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  is b a d l y  needed. T h e  d e m a n d  e x i s T s  for w h a t  we 
c an  o f fe r.  If we do not g u i d e  o u r  g r o w t h ,  it w i l l  h a p p e n  in a 
m a n n e r  w h i c h  w i l l  not r e f l e c t  w e l l  on o u r  c i t y  o.r the state. The 
m ajor key is pr oviding access and f a c i l i t i e s  on a t im e ly  basis.

We are as king for he lp from the l e g i s l a t u r e  and administration in 
mak in g it happen.

Duane Dvorak
Acting City Manager, Whittier
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Unique —  even in Alaska!

The Honorable Edna DeVries 
P.O. Box 321 
Palmer, AK 99645

Dear Senator DeVries,

T h e  e n c l o s u r e s  of t h i s  l e t t e r  a r e  t h e  r e s u l t  of a p r o j e c t  th a t  
was under taken by our city counc il  and other co m mu ni t y members at 
t h e  c l o s e  of l a s t  s u m m e r .  T h r o u g h  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o v e r s i g h t ,  
t h e s e  d o c u m e n t s  w e r e  n o t  d i s t r i b u t e d  in a t i m e l y  f a s h i o n ;  
h o w e v e r ,  the W h i t t i e r  C i t y  C o u n c i l  f e l t  it w o u l d  be a s h a m e  to 
l o s e  t he  e f f o r t s  of so m a n y  p e o p l e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t he  C i t y  of 
W h i t t i e r  h u m b l y  s u b m i t s  a p e t i t i o n ,  a r e s o l u t i o n ,  a n d  a s t a t e  
information guide that was us ed  as a basis for our discussions of 
a t o l l  au t horit y for the W h i t t i e r  area.

We h o p e  that y o u  m a y  f i n d  t i m e  to s h a r e  o u r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  o u r  
c o n c e r n s  w i t h  y o u r  c o l l e a g u e s  i n  J u n e a u .  W e  r e a l i z e  t h e  
e c o n o m i c s  of f u n d i n g  a c c e s s  is n o t  v e r y  f a v o r a b l e  at p r e s e n t .  
Yet, we  f e e l  s t r o n g l y  t h a t  a t o l l  w o u l d ,  in t h e  l o n g  run, p r o v i d e  
a l a r g e  m e a s u r e  of r e v e n u e  t o w a r d  a m o r t i z i n g  a p r o j e c t  of the 
type propo sed to lin k W h i t t ie r with the gr ea t e r Anchorage area.

; t ;
To l i v e  and w o r k  in W h i t t i e r  is to k n o w  j u s t  w h a t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  
c a n  m e a n  to t h e  r e s t  of t h e  s t a t e .  W i t h  o u r  p h y s i c a l  p r o x i m i t y  
to t h e  l a r g e s t  e c o n o m i c  a n d  p o p u l a t i o n  c e n t e r  in the sta te, 
A n c h o r a g e ,  w e  a r e  a w a r e  a l m o s t  d a i l y  of t h e  p o t e n t i a l  for 
in cr eased freight h a n d l i n g  and r ec reation o p po r t u n i t i e s  for the 
entire region.

If there is any further  i n forma ti on  that you require, p l e a s e  c a l l  
our city office at 472-2327, or FAX 472-2404. Thank  you for your 
a t t e n t i o n .

Duane Dvorak
City Clerk, Wh it t ie r

{  P .O .  B o x  6 0 8  W hittie r, A la s k a  9 9 6 9 3 1907) 4 7 2 -2 3 2 7
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' A R E S O L U T I O N  SE TT ING F O R T H THE L E G I S L A T I V E  P RI OR I TI E S FOR TH E  !
■ CITY OF WHITTIER, ALASYA, FOR  C O N S I D E R A T I O N  DUR IN G THE 1985-86

STATE L E G I S L A T I V E  SESSION. ,
•" . ' ’ ' . i

:: W H E R E A S ,  t h e  C i t y  of W h i t t i e r  is in n e e d  of f u n d i n g  to !
co ntinue the grow th and i m p r o v e m e n t  of the community, and;

W H E R E A S ,  f u n d i n g  is a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  
L e g i s l a t u r e  for d e v e l o p m e n t  p rojects  w i t hi n  s m a l l  communities,

i ;  W H E R E A S ,  the City Council, r e a l i z i n g  that the L e g i s l a t u r e  has 
l imited funds a v a i l a b l e ,  has met and c a r e f u l l y  cons id er ed and 
d et er mi ned their p ri o ri ti e s for funding,

NOW, THEREFORE, THE W H I T T I E R  CITY C O U N C I L  RESOLVES:
i; I

• • That, the City C o u n c i l  of the City of W h i t t i e r  requests f u n d i n g  i 
f r o m  the L e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  t he  f o l l o w i n g  p r o j e c t s ,  w h i c h  a r e  
pr es en te d as a s ta te ment of needs assessment.

"Our p r i o ri t y :s to support d e v e l o p m e n t  of i m p ro v ed  access 
from Bear V a l l e y  (Portage G a l a c i e r  V i s i t o r s  Center), situated 
in the so u th e a s t e r n  corn er of the A n c h o ra g e borough, to S h ot g un  j 
C ov e , l o c a t e d  on P a s s a g e  C a n a l  in b e a u t i f u l  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  j 
Sound. T h i s  c o r r i d o r  e n c o m p a s s e s  a c c e s s  f r o m  B e a r  V a l l e y  to I 
the W h i t t i e r  core, f r o m  the core area to W h i tt i er  su bdivisi on , ! 
and fr o m the s u b d i v i s i o n  to Sh ot gu n  Cove." I

• PASSED AND A P P R O V E D  THIS 5 ^  day of / U ay a^  ___________ , j
1985 b y  a d u l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  q u o r u m  of the C i t y  C o u n c i l  of * 
Whittier, Alaska. * !

a n d ;

i:(I

ATTEST:
D ua n e Dvorak,
C i t y  Clerk, W h i t t i e r
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A M E N D M E N T  O F  AS 37.15, AS 19.05, TO I N C L U D E  T H E  F I N A N C I N G  A N D  
C O N S T R U C T I O N  O F  T U N N E L S  AS P R O P E R  A C T I V I T I E S  S U B J E C T  TO T HE 
INTENT AND AUTHORITY OE THE ACTS.

W H E R E A S ,  t he  c u r r e n t  f e rr y,  b a r g e  a n d  r a i l  l i n e s  l i n k i n g  
W h i t t i e r  a n d  A n c h o r a g e  c o n s t i t u t e  an i m p o r t a n t ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  
s u p p l y  l i n k  for the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  and its c i t i z e n s ;  and,

WHEREAS, increased dem an d for su pp li es by a growing economy has 
res ul t ed  in a st ri cture on the growth po te ntial of Whittier and 
the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  b e c a u s  of the l a c k  of a d e q u a t e  a c c e s s  by 
road; and,

W H E R E A S ,  i n c r e a s i n g  e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t y  has b e e n  s h o w n  to 
i n c r e a s e  e m p l o y m e n t  as w e l l  as r e v e n u e  for s t a t e  a n d  l o c a l  
government; and,

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  c o s t - e f f e c t i v e  a n d  t i m e l y  m o v e m e n t  of g o o d s  to 
the m a j o r  e c o n o m i c  a n d  p o p u l a t i o n  c e n t e r s  of the s t a t e  w o u l d  
r es ul t  in lower cost to co ns umers and i m p ro v ed  di st ributi on  to 
remote communities; and,

W H E R E A S ,  the City of V/hittier expects to one day benefit from 
a road w hi c h w o u l d  connec t the community, via  a tunnel, to the 
major ecom on i c and p o p u l a t i o n  centers of the state; and,

W H E R E A S ,  the City C o u nc il  wishes to express that which w o u l d  
be b e n e f i c i a l  to t h e  s t a t e  a n d  the g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  w h e n e v e r  

i possible;

N O W ,  T H E R E O R E ,  T H E  W H I T T I E R  C I T Y  C O U N C I L  R E S O L V E S :

FIRST: T h a t  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  p e r t a i n s  to the f i n a n c i n g  and
c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t o l l  r o a d  f a c i l i t i e s  b e  a m e n d e d  to a l l o w  for 
the cons id e ra t io n  of a tunnel and concomitant road to connect 
P o r t a g e ,  A l a s k a  w i t h  W h i t t i e r ,  A l a s k a ;  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  A l a s k a  
S t a t u t e  37 . 15.730 to be a m e n d e d  to r e a d  that a P o r t a g e  to 
W h i t t i e r  a c c e s s  r o a d  w i t h  t u n n e l  to b e  the f i r s t  s t a t e  t o l l  
f a c i l i t y .

■j SE CON D : In a d d i t i o n ,  A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  37.15.720, 37.15.760, and 
19.05.040, in r e f e r i n g  to t h o s e  a c t i v i t i e s  of p o t e n t i a l  t o l l  

i; authority be amended  to i n cl u de  the term tunnel as part of the 
jr definition.

j! P A S S E D  A N D  A P P R O V E D  this ' 5 ^  day of 1985
!! by a d u l y - c o n s t i t u t e d  q u or u m of the city co Uncil of W h i t t i e r , 
li A l a s k a .

j! Rawson E. Knight,

P ( V f c/y
Amanda L. Hale, V ic e -M a yo r

J L ~ .
T. Kent Barker, Cou n ci lm e mb e r

,  ^ 7 y/ r-y— --------.y/

• 1 f ? - : \  - a  — _______________
Don Ha-tmaker, C o un ci l m e m b e r

■ t  0 /  ' 2 a , ,
j T

1 ' 1
A

Don Shofner, Cqiincilmember

___________  City Clerk
Clyde M. Wooten, C o u n c il m em b er  Whittier. Alaska

/  J  '
A T T E S T :
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Comm ittee Members
Senate T r a n s p o r t a t io n

FROM: Comm ittee S t a f f

RE: SB 411 R e la t i n g  to  ?oad M a in tenance  S e r v ic e  Areas

,

j t k l a & k n  ; 3 I e g t  s t a t u r e

S e n a te  'QTransportation (dommrttee

6ea John B. (Jack) Coghill Chairman
6en. Paul Fischer, Vice-chairman
&eii Kilch A lxxx l
8en. Jan laiks
(Sen. Joe Josephson

Pouch V 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Wednesday, A p r i l  9, the  comm ittee w i l l  be h o ld in g  a h e a r in g  on SB 411 
"An a c t  r e l a t i n g  to  road m a in tenan ce  s e r v ie c  a re a s ."  E n c lo s ed  i n  your 
packe t you w i l l  f i n d  an in t r o d u c t i o n  by Sena to r F a ik s  to  SB 411, w i t h  a 
s e c t i o n a l  a n a ly s is  and i t s  r a t i o n a l e ,  a f i s c a l  no te  and p o s t io n  paper by 
DOT/PF and a copy o f  th e  b i l l .

A ls o  e n c lo s ed  are two proposed amendments to SB 411 as p e r  Senator 
F a ik ' s  re q u e s t .



Original sponsor: Faiks

BY THE COMMUNITY AND
IF THE SENATE REGIONAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 411 (C&RA)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to road maintenance service area'.."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 19.30.260 is amended to read:

Sec. 19.30.260. PURPOSE. The purpose of AS 19.30.260 - 19.30.-

320 is to facilitate funding for the upgrading, reconstruction, r e­

habilitation, or paving of existing subdivision roads within a road 

maintenance service area established under AS 29.35.450 or under a 

home rule charter. Grants to road maintenance service areas under 

AS 19.30.260 - 19.30.320 are limited to those road maintenance service 

areas in which road improvement was not financed through the issuance 

of municipal debt during the three previous fiscal years.

* Sec. 2. AS 19.30.280 is amended to read:

Sec. 19.30.280. ELIGIBILITY. (a) After establishing a road 

maintenance service area under AS 29.35.450, or under a home rule 

charter, a municipality may apply to the department for a grant as 

money is available for road improvements, subject to regulations 

adopted by the department to carry out the provisions of AS 19.30.- 

260 - 19.30.320. The department shall require a municipality to 

submit a five-year plan for the upgrading, reconstructing, rehab il ita­

ting, or paving of maintenance service area roads for approval before 

October 1 of each fiscal year and to show the source of funds used for 

road improvement within each road maintenance service area during the 

prior three fiscal y e a r s .

(b) A  municipality shall establish design standards for

O f f e r e d :  3 / 2 1 / 8 6
R e f e r r e d :  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n

- 1 -  CSSB 4l l (C&R A)



A l a s k a  i l ate KjEgisIaturE

CO-CHAIRMAN 
FINANCE COMMITTEE

907-465-3740

S e n a t e

JAM FAIKS 
POUCH V 

CAPITOL BUILDIMO 
JUMEAU, ALASKA 9 9 8 1 1

March 11, 1986

MEMORANDUM

S e n a to r  D e V rie s ,  C hai 
S e n a te  Communi i o n a l  A f f a i r s  Com m ittee

TO:

FROM: S e n a to r  J a n  F ^ ik s

SUBJECT: R e q u e s t  f o r  Committ4)a S u b s t i t u t e  and  B ackground  
on S e n a te  B i l l  4 l i j

I

A la s k a  S t a t u t e s  1 9 .3 0 .2 6 0  th r o u g h  1 9 .3 0 .3 2 0  c o n t a i n  
l e g i s l a t i o n  w h ich  I  i n t r o d u c e d  d u r i n g  t h e  T h i r t e e n t h  
L e g i s l a t u r e .  T h is  l e g i s l a t i o n  was i n t e n d e d  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  
t h e  fu n d in g  o f  r o a d  im provem en ts  t o  o u t l y i n g  a r e a s  t h r o u g h  
t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  r o a d  m a in te n a n c e  s e r v i c e  a r e a s  -  
"RMSA's".

T h is  b i l l  w i l l  make c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  RMSA prog ram  i n  o r d e r ,  
t o  b r i n g  i t  i n t o  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  
l e g i s l a t i o n  and  t o  h e l p  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
and  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  im p lem en t t h i s  p ro g ram .

The o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  p ro g ram  was t o  p r o v i d e  r o a d  
im provem ent fu n d s  t o  t h o s e  o u t l y i n g  d i s t r i c t s  w h ich  do n o t  
h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  su c h  f u n d s .  S in c e  t h e  p rog ram  came i n t o  
b e i n g ,  h o w ev er ,  some RMSA's h a v e  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h i n  
r o a d  s e r v i c e  a r e a s  w h ich  a l r e a d y  h a v e  im provem ent fu n d s  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  th em . T h ese  fu n d s  a r e  b a s e d  upon t h e  t h e  
i s s u a n c e  o f  m u n ic ip a l  d e b t ,  i t h e  s e l l i n g  o f  g e n e r a l  
o b l i g a t i o n  b o n d s .

T hose  RMSA's w i t h i n  t h e  A nchorage  Roads and  D ra in a g e  
S e r v i c e  A rea  (ARDSA) a r e  an e x am p le . I n  FY 1985, ARDSA 
s o l d  a p p r o x im a te ly  $15 m i l l i o n  w o r th  o f  g e n e r a l  o b l i g a t i o n  
b onds f o r  r o a d  im p ro vem en ts  w i t h i n  i t s  b o u n d a r i e s .  I n  t h e  
same y e a r ,  a t  l e a s t  $317 ,357  was g r a n t e d  by  t h e  RMSA 
p ro g ram  f o r  r o a d  im provem en ts  t o  s e r v i c e  a r e a s  w i t h i n  i t s  
b o u n d a r i e s .  T h is  r e p r e s e n t s  a b o u t  10% o f  t h e  t o t a l  
$ 3 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  d i s t r i b u t e d  by t h e  RMSA p ro g ram  t h a t  y e a r .

OUT OF SESSION

1024 WEST SIXTH AVENUE, SUITE 302 ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501 907-274-6611
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I n  o t h e r  w o rd s , a b o u t  l / 1 0 t h  o f  t h e  money u n d e r  t h i s  s t a t e
p rogram  was g iv e n  t o  s e r v i c e  a r e a s  w h ich  a l r e a d y  had  
im provem ent fu n d s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  them , i n s t e a d  o f  b e in g  
r e s e r v e d  f o r  t h o s e  a r e a s  w h ich  h av e  no o t h e r  fu n d in g  
s o u r c e s .  T h is  was c e r t a i n l y  n o t  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  my l e g i s l a ­
t i o n  two y e a r s  ag o .

S e c t i o n s  1 and  2 o f  t h i s  b i l l  w i l l  s o l v e  t h i s  p ro b le m  by 
e x c lu d in g  from  t h e  RMSA p ro g ram  any s e r v i c e  a r e a  whose ro a d  
im provem ents  h av e  b e en  f i n a n c e d  by t h e  i s s u a n c e  o f  m u n ic i ­
p a l  d e b t  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  t h r e e  y e a r s .

The r e m a in in g  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  b i l l  c o n t a i n  amendments w hich 
w ere  p ro p o se d  by  t h e  D ep artm en t o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and 
P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s .  T hese  a r e  o f f e r e d  t o  h e l p  t h e  D e p a r t ­
ment a d m i n i s t e r  t h e  RMSA p ro g ram .

S e c t i o n  3 makes i t  c l e a r  t h a t  ro a d  im p ro v em en ts  may be  
p e r fo rm e d  by m u n ic ip a l  f o r c e s  a s  w e l l  a s  p r i v a t e  c o n t r a c ­
t o r s .  S e c t i o n  4 c h a n g e s  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  d a t e  t o  O c to b e r  1 s t  
so  t h a t  i t  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  d a t e  f o r  t h e  
5 - y e a r  p l a n  i n  AS 1 9 .3 0 .2 8 0  and t h e  L o ca l  S e r v i c e  Roads and 
T r a i l s  p ro g ram . T h is  w i l l  s i m p l i f y  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  
b o th  p ro g ram s by  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s .

S e c t i o n  5 c l a r i f i e s  t h a t  f i n a n c i n g  c o s t s  a r e  e x c lu d e d ,  b u t  
t h a t  c o s t s  t o  r e a l i g n  and w iden  e x i s t i n g  r o a d s  a r e  i n c lu d e d  
f o r  p rog ram  f u n d in g .  F i n a l l y ,  S e c t i o n  6 e x p a n d s  t h e  
d e f i n i t i o n  o f  m u n i c i p a l i t y  t o  make i t  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  more 
common t e r m in o lo g y  i n  o u r  s t a t u t e s .

S in c e  t h i s  b i l l  was i n t r o d u c e d ,  I  h av e  d i s c o v e r e d  s e v e r a l  
ch an g e s  w h ich  a r e  n e ed e d  t o  f u r t h e r  a c c o m p l i s h  t h e s e  g o a l s .  
I  o f f e r  them  t o  you a s  a  p o s s i b l e  c o m m itte e  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  
t h i s  b i l l .  T hese  c h a n g e s  a r e :

1. On p ag e  1, l i n e  15, t h e  word " m a in te n a n c e "  s h o u ld  be  
changed  t o  " im p ro v e m e n t" .  " M a in te n an c e"  i s  n o t  p r o p e r  h e r e  
b e c a u s e  I  h av e  b e e n  a d v is e d  t h a t  r o a d  m a in te n a n c e  can  n e v e r  
b e  fu n d ed  th r o u g h  m u n ic ip a l  d e b t .

2 . On p ag e  2 , l i n e  29, r e p l a c e  t h e  word " o r "  w i t h  t h e  word 
"and"  s i n c e  some m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  p o s s e s s  m a in te n a n c e  pow ers 
b u t  n o t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p o w ers .

Thank you .



AMENDMENT NUMBER ONE

On Page 1, L in e  15:

DELETE "ma intenance" 

ADD " improvement"



AMENDMENT NUMBER TWO

On Page 2, l i n e  29

DELETE "or" 

ADD "and"



COMMITTEE REPORT
S E N A T E

D ate  y  • ^  __________

Mr. P r e s i d e n t

The Com mittee on TRANSPORTATION c o n s i d e r e d  SB A ll1 - ■■■■ ■■■ . i ■ ■ ■ ■ . ■ - '■ i ■

r e l a t i n g  t o  r a o d  m a in te n a n c e  s e r v i c e  a r e a s .

and  ( a _ m a jo r i t y _ o f  t h e  c o m m ittee )  ( t h e  c o m m ittee )  r e p o r t s  i t  b a ck  w i th  
th e  foITow ing '_re c o m m e n d a t io n s :

[V\ do p a s s

I ] do p a s s  w i th  a t t a c h e d  am endm ent(s)"

f ] r e p l a c e  w i t h / o r  a d o p t  CS f o r  __________________________________________
( ] new t i t l e
[ ] same t i t l e  and recommends ________________________________________________

[ ] and a t t a c h e d  a "LETTER OF INTENT" ( ] NEW FISCAL NOTE

[ ] r e p o r t s  i t  back  w i t h o u t  reco m m enda tio n

I ) recommends r e f e r r a l  t o  _______________________________________ Com m ittee

SIGHING MEMBERS HAVING
OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS

FURTHER: F I N A N C E

3/21/86



STATE OF ALASKA 1986 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
FISCAL NOTE

R E Q U E S T ______________ _
Bill/Resolution N o.; SB 411
Title : An a c t  r e l a t i n g  to  road
m ain tenance  s e r v ic e  a re a s

Revision Date: 
FISCAL DETAIL _____

Agency Affected: __ DQ.Tfe.PF______
BRU: C a p ita l  Program

Sponsor: _ 
Requestor:.

T a i k s
D e v r i e s Components:.

M a rc h  1 1 ,  1 9 8 6

EXPEND ITURES/REVENUES : (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 86 FY 87 FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

CAPITAL 1 - ° " - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -

REVENUE

FUNDING : (Thousands of Dollars)
G E N E R A L F U N D  
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 

TOTAL

POSITIONS :

FULL-TIME

PART-TIME
T E M P O R A R Y

ANALYSIS : Attach a separate page if necessary

ATTACHED

Prepared by:
Division : P la n s  , P ro g ra

Approved by Commissioner:
Agency: T r a n s p o r ta t i '_______

Distribution (by Agency preparing ftfcalnote): 
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies) page. of

f i s c a l  M o t e .

Phone: 
Date: .

Date: ,

465-2171
3? fcl8(e>

10/25/85



CONTINUATION of FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS
For Bill/Resolution No. _sn4l1_________

ANA1 YSIS

The proposed bill is strictly a housekeeping measure and has no fiscal impact
on either the operating or capital budget. No additional positions are
requi red.

The proposed bill revised AS 19.30 in five areas:

1) AS 19.30.260 and 19.30.280 prohibit funding in those road improvement
areas that are financed through the issuance of municipal debt. For 
clarity, the addition to 19.30.260 should read as follows: Grants to
road maintenance service areas under AS 19.30.260 - 19.30.320 are 
limited to those road maintenance service areas in which road improve­

ment was not financed through the issuance of municipal debt during 
the three previous fiscal years.

2) AS 19.30.290(b) clarifies the fact that road construction can be per­
formed by the municipality.

3) AS 19.30.310 changes the due date for reports. This change does not 
adversely affect the departments capability to submit a combined annual 
report to the Governor by December 1.

4) As 19.30.320(1) clarifies exceptable expenditures related to road 

improvements by expanding the definition.

5) AS 19.30.320(3) clarifies the definition and requirements of a muni-

.. cipality and should be revised as follows to reflect the powers necessary 
  to qualify for a road improvement grant:

(3) "municipality" means an organized borough of any class, a unified 
municipality, or a city of any class, that has road construction 
and [OR] maintenance powers. - •
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19.30.260 Alaska Statutes S upplement § 19.30.270

I

A rticle 4. R oad M aintenance Service Areas.

I Section 
260. Purpose 
270. Allocution of money 
230. Eligibility 

; 200. Administration

Section
300 Maintenance 
310 Report 
320 Definitions

EffecUve date of nrticlo. — Section 2, 
ch. 66, SLA 198-1, provides "This Act 
tukes effect July 1,1984."

Sec. 19.30.260. P urpose [Effective Jan u a ry  1, 1986]. The pur­
pose of AS 19.30.260 — 19.30.320 is to facilitate funding for the 
upgrading, reconstruction, rehabilitation, or paving of existing subdi­
vision roads within a road maintenance service area established 
under AS 29.35.450 or under a home rule charter. (§ 1 ch 56 SLA 
1984; ami) 47 ch 74 SI A  1985)

Effect of amendments. — The 1985 aubFUluted "AS 29.35.-ISO" for "AS 
amendment, effective January 1, 1986, 29 83."

Sec. 19.30.270. Allocation of m oney, (a) During each fiscol year 
each municipality shall receive money from the department that has 
been appropriated or otherwise designated for expenditure for road 
improvements within the municipality, based on the total road 
mileage in each road maintenance service area in the municipality. 
The amounts that are available shall be distributed pro rata among 
eligible municipalities.

(b) Money allocated to a municipality under this section shall be 
disbursed by the municipality for road maintenance service areas 
based on a first come, first served priority of road maintenance service 
area applications, subject to a 50 percent match by each road 
maintenance service area.

(c) Money allocated under this section shall be available for 
expenditure in the road maintenance service area for which the funds 
are authorized for a period of five years after the end of the fiscal year 
for which the funds nre authorized. Money allocated for a road 
maintenance service area that is unexpended and unobligated at the 
end of the five-year period shall be us*-d for other road maintenance 
service areas in the same municipality in accordance with AS
19.30.260 — 19.30.320. If there are no other road maintenance service 
areas in the municipality for which the money can be used, the 
municipality shall remit the unexpended and unobligated money to 
the department and it shall lapse into the general fund.
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(d) Fifty percent of the cost of construction in a road maintenance 
service area shall be paid by thp road maintenance service area 
through road improvement district, assessments, grants, or other 
appropriate financing means. (§ 1 ch 56 SLA 1984)

Sec. 19.30.280. Eligibility, (a) [Effective J a n u a ry  1, 1986J After 
establishing a road maintenance service area under AS 29.35.450, or 
under a home rule charter, a municipality may apply to the 
department for a grant as money is available for road improvements, 
subject to regulations adopted by the department to carry out the 
provisions of AS 19.30.260 — 19.30.320. The department shall require 
a municipality to submit a five-year plan for the upgrading, recon­
structing, rehabilitating, or paving of maintenance service area roads 
for approval before October 1 of each fiscal year.

(b) A municipality shall establish design standards for construction 
in a road maintenance service area. An application for a grant for 
improving an existing road under this section which is constructed 
after July 1, 1984 may not be granted by the department until the 
existing road meets the minimum design standards of the municipal­
ity. (§ 1 ch 56 SLA 1984; am § 48 ch 74 SLA 1985)

Effect of amendments. — Tlio 1985 substituted "AS 29.35.450" for "AS 29.63" 
amendment, effective January 1, 1986, in the first sentence of subsection (ai.

Sec. 19.30.290. A dm inistration, (a) A contract entered into by a 
municipality for road construction within a road maintenance service 
area for which funds allocated to the municipality under AS 19.30.260 
— 19.30.320 are used shall be awarded only on the basis of the lowest 
responsible bid by a bidder meeting established criteria of responsibil­
ity.

(b) Construction under AS 19.30.260 — 19.30.320 shall be adminis­
tered by the municipality in which the road maintenance service area 
is located. (§ 1 ch 56 SLA 1984)

Sec. 19.30.300. M aintenance. The rond maintenance service uren 
shall be responsible for maintaining roads constructed under AS
19.30.260 — 19.30.320. The road maintenance service area may 
contract with a municipality for maintenance of the roads. (§ 1 ch 56 
SLA 1984)
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Sec. 19.30.310. Report. No later than August 1 of each year, a 
municipality that has received money under AS 19.30.270 shall 
submit a report to the department showing the use of the money by 
the municipality during the preceding fiscal year. No later than 
December 1 of each year, the department shall prepare and submit to 
the governor a report showing the use of the money allocated under 
AS 19.30.270 during the preceding fiscal year. (§ 1 ch 56 SLA 1984)

Sec, 19.30.320. Definitions. In AS 19.30.260 — 19.30.320
(1) "construction" or "road improvement" has the meaning given in 

AS 19.45.001 and includes utility and drainage costs but excludes 
financial costs, right-of-way costs, and new road construction;

(2) "department” means the Department of Transportation and 
Public Facilities;

(3) "municipality” means a municipality that has road construction 
or maintenance powers;

(4) "subdivision" has the meaning given in AS 40.15.190(2). (§ 1 ch 
56 SLA 1984)

s t a t u t e s
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D a i  i f  IHaitf

Laws protect owners 
of bum cars, pickups
By KAY MONROE LEVINE
Daily News reporter

Your car says ka-chunk, 
ka-chunk, ka-thwwwwwup. 
Then i t ’s "The Sounds of Si­
lence."

The mechanic tells you it’ll 
be $42 an hour for explorato­
ry tinkering, the nearest parts 
are in Los Angeles and he’s 
up to his eyebrows in work. 
Weeks la te r you have to 
threaten mayhem to get the 
car back and now it has this 
strange whine . . .

That may sound like an 
episode from “I Love Lucy,” 
but consumer advocates say it 
can happen in Alaska.

More people complain about

their cars — and repairs per­
formed on those cars — than 
about anything else handled 
by the Attorney General’s 
Consumer Protection Section. 
During fiscal year 1985, there 
were 660 vehicle-related com­
plaints, topping the 404 com­
plaints dealing with mail-or­
der companies.

Rhonda Huffman, who runs 
the Alaska Better Business 
Bureau Auto Line program, 
doesn’t know how many com­
plaints her bureau handles but 
says the load is heavy.

Automotive complaints are 
high in Alaska because we 
don’t have an abundance of

See Page D-2, STATE

tv.



State and federal laws aim to protect car buyers stuck 
with new or used lemons

Continued from Page D-1

mechanics — especially mechanics 
who know what they’re doing, says 
Ronald “Scotty" Dawkins, who in­
vestigates auto fraud for the attor­
ney general.

"If you look at some numbers, 
you’ll find from 1977 till 1982, Alas­
ka auto dealers had an increase in 
sales, measured in dollars, of 80 
percent. During that same period, 
they increased the number of em­
ployees in the five or six percent 
range. You go into any of the 
dealers, there are lots if sales folks 

.b u t th e re ’s nobody to fix the 
damned automobiles.

"We also don’t pay the mechanics 
very well — the good ones move on 
to (North) Slope Jobs, move on to 
construction jobs, move on to fixing 
fishing boats. Most good mechanics 
don’t stay working for car dealers.”

Dieter Wuerth, general manager 
at Pacific Mitsubishi, agrees that 
good mechanics are hard to ‘ come 
by, but he says wages are not the 
reason.

“Mechanics, by and large, are 
well-paid,” he says. He attributes 
the nationwide shortage — despite 
healthy wages — to the complexity 
of modem automobiles and to the 
fact that mechanics have to work 
with asbestos and toxic chemicals.

Wuerth adds that customers fume 
about the cost of car maintenance 
because cars start depreciating in 
value just when they become more 
expensive to keep up.

If you’re having trouble with cars 
or repairs, your options dealing 
with the problem include:

• Talking to the car dealer or 
repair shop involved in the dispute;

• Writing the manufacturer;
• Notifying the Attorney Gener­

al^  Consumer Protection Section;
• Notifying the Better Business 

Bureau;
• Going to court.
Before you file a formal com­

plaint anywhere, you should talk to 
the owner of the shop or dealership

first, consumer advocates say. This 
step is recommended by Consumer 
Protection but is required by the 
Better Business Bureau.

Another smart preliminary step 
is to check with a national auto 
safety hotline to find out if your 
problem  is rela ted  to anything 
tha t’s the subject of a manufactur­
er’s recall. The hotline is operated 
by the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration. The number 
is (800) 424-9393. :

This suggestion applies to used 
cars as well as new ones, says 
Dawkins, especially if your com­
plaint relates to premature failure 
of some part or if your car has a 
problem with brakes or steering 
th a t mechanics can’t diagnose. 
You’ll also be helping to build up a 
valuable national record about me­
chanical defects in automobiles if 
you register your complaint with 
the traffic safety administration.

At this point, the complaint-reso- 
lution path begins to branch.

USED CARS
• Complaints against private par­

ties: If you’re having trouble with a 
car you bought from an individual, 
your only recourse — if the person 
won't take responsibility — is legal 
action. Small claims court is the 
place to go if the amount is less 
than $2,000; superior court handles 
cases that are more than $2,000.

• Complaints against dealerships: 
If you bought your secondhand car 
from a licensed dealer, you’ll find 
several mechanisms for settling dis­
putes.

One is the Attorney General’s 
Consumer Protection Section. Work­
ers here will ask you to fill out a 
complaint form or..submit a letter 
describing your problem. It doesn't 
cost anything. Dawkins probably 
will handle your case unless it 
centers on deceptive advertising. In 
that case, you’ll be working with 
attorney Sheridan Strickland.

owner or car dealer and try  to 
convince him to “make it right,” as 
Dawkins puts it. Because the case­
load is so high, however, legal 
action is reserved for businesses 
tha t violate consumer protection 
statutes flagrantly or often.

Consumer Protection can require 
any business to respond to customer 
complaints and can file lawsuits in 
civil court against owners who com­
mit fraud, run false advertising or 
misrepresent their goods.

Further, the section can tum  over 
its most serious cases — like those 
involving automobile odometer roll­
backs — to the District Attorney’s 
office for criminal prosecution.

Another way to settle used-car 
complaints is through the voluntary 
mechanism run by the Alaska Bet­
ter Business Bureau. This group, 
which opened in 1984, mediates com­
plaints between nearly 600 member 
companies and their customers; ex­
penses are paid by business mem­
bership fees. Businesses don’t have 
to join the bureau, but those that do 
are required to respond to com­
plaints and participate in arbitra­
tion if necessary.

NEW CARS
Owners having problems with 

new cars that are still under war­
ranty have more ways to settle 
disputes. The ultimate solution is 
filing suit under the 1984 Alaska 
Lemon Law. The first known Lem­
on Law suit was filed against Ford 
Motor Co. on Jan. 8.

Your car might qualify as a lem­
on if:

• Mechanics have tried  three 
times to repair the same defect 
while the warranty is in effect or 
while the original owner has had 
the car for a year or less;

Both these investigators rely on 
informal mediation whenever possi­
ble: They will telephone the shop

• If the vehicle is out of service 
for repair for 30 or more business 
days during the same one-year peri­
od;

• Or if the problem substantially 
impairs the use or the market value 
of the vehicle.

For more details, contact Con-
.



sumer Protection for a brochure on 
the Lemon Law.

The law requires you to submit 
your Lemon Law case to an ap­
proved arbitration board before fil­
ing a civil suit in court. In Alaska, 
the attorney general has the author­
ity to approve or disapprove such 
arbitration boards. The only one it 
has approved so far is the one at the 
BBB.

The BBB’s Auto Line got under 
way in November 1984 and covers 
these manufacturers:

American Motors, Audi, Buick, 
Cadillac, Chevrolet and Chevrolet 
truck, General Motors Corp. (trucks 
only), Honda, Jeep, Nissan, Oldsmo- 
bile, Pontiac, Porsche, Renault, 
Rolls-Royce, Volkswagen, Volvo, 
Jaguar, Maserati, Peugeot and Saab.

But before you go to the BBB 
with a potential Lemon Law prob­
lem, there are several steps you 
should take first.

To start with, talk to the dealer 
or authorized repair shop about 
your problem. Follow up those calls 
with letters. If that doesn’t resolve 
your grievance, write to the manu­
facturer's headquarters. If the car 
dealer won’t give you the address, 
you can get it from the reference 
desk at the Z.J. Loussac Library. 
Always keep copies of letters and ' 
retain the originals of any documen­
tation such as receipts, experts ad­
vise.

If the manufacturer agrees with 
your position, it may instruct the 
local dealer to handle your com­
plaint.

If that doesn’t work, your next 
step is the Better Business Bureau. 
The m anufacturers listed above 
have volunteered to participate in 
arbitration. The arbitrator’s deci­
sion is binding on the manufactur­
ers, but not on you.

If you’re not satisfied with the 
decision, you can hire an attorney 
and file a lawsuit.

Two major manufacturers not 
participating in the BBB's program 
are Ford and Chrysler Corp. They 
have in-house arbitration set-ups, 
and both have taken steps to gain 
Consumer Protection approval for 
their procedures. •

If Consumer Protection approves

these m anufacturers’ a rb itra l 
boards, participation will be manda" 
tory for complaining customers.

In November, the attorney gener­
al rejected Chrysler’s application 
because it was decided the process 
favored the m anufacturer. Last 
Monday, Ford's application was 
turned down for the same rer.son. 
However, consumer officials say the 
door is open for both companies to 
re-apply.

Until and unless Ford and Chrys­
ler arbitration boards are approved, 
the customer may bypass arbitra­
tion and take his case directly to 
court.

Since the Alaska Lemon Law and 
the BBB arbitration mechanism 
both are new, consumer experts say, 
i t ’s not yet certain whether the Ford 
and Chrysler customers have a bet­
ter deal. They may be fortunate 
because they can sue immediately; ( 
they may also be missing an oppor­
tunity for cheap and relatively easy 
complaint resolution.

A strong, private-sector arbitra­
tion program, seen as fair by indus­
try and customers alike, would be 
invaluable, say consumer advocates; 
however, it may take some years to 
build such a program.

Linda Chamberlain is a paralegal 
who volunteers as an arbitrator for 
the Auto Line program. Before mov­
ing to Alaska, she served as an 
arbitrator in an Auto Line program 
in New York state.

She says the Alaska BBB should 
provide a comprehensive training 
program for arbitrators (they get a 
one-night meeting now); she also 
advocates a three-person panel to 
review "buy-back” decisions, those 
cases where an arbitrator orders the 
manufacturer to refund the custom­
er’s money.

□ Where to find help:
• Alaska Better Business Bureau, 

417 Barrow St., Anchorage 99501. 
276-5901.

• State Consumer Protection Sec­
tion, 1031 W. 4th Ave., Suite 300, 
Anchorage 99501. 279-0428.

• Workers at either agency can 
tell you how to contact a car manu­
fac tu re r’s in-house arb itration  
board.

/■‘V.r:Wa>
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ALASKA’S-AUTO LEMONS
PROFILE OF AUTO WARRANTY COMPLAINTS TO CONSUMER PROTECTION

January, 1981 to April, 1983

TOTAL:133

COMPLAINTS BY 
PRIMARY ALLEGATIONS

Unreasonable de'lay 

14%  \  in repairs

REGIONAL BREAKDOWN\v
'h

• Southcentral/Anchorage 76% 
.• Interior/Fairbanks 10% •
- Southeast/Juneau 14%. • V

DISPOSITION OF’ ' ,
WARRANTY COMPLAINTS

Multiple repairs 
to same delect Warranty complaints

now pending

Repairs completed

6% I
, Paint, water, leak

10%
Safety related 
delect

Complaint involves 
defect under 

Federal investigation

8%\. -V 
Repair costs'v. 

refunded

6%  Repair cost split between factory and consumer
Yvy
4%  Manufacturer suppled parts but not labor 

4 %  Manufacturer or dealer bougnt car back 

4 %  Miscellaneous

SOURCE: Alaska Department ol Law Anchoraoo Oa.ry News/ Pamela Duntap-SnoW



USED CAR LEMON LAW

Str.te of New York Attorney General Robert Abrams



________ _____

R o j c r t  A b r a m s

A T T O O H C Y  G C N E M A k

S t a t e  o r  N e w  Y o h k  

D e p a r t m e n t  o p  L a w
A x b a ATY. 1 2 2 2 4

D ear New Y orker:

We have a l l  h e a rd  s t o r i e s  o f  p e o p le  who bough t used c a r s  on ly  to  
e x p e r ie n c e  breakdown a f t e r  breakdown. Some peo p le  even have had 
d i f f i c u l t y  m aking i t  from  t h e  u se d  c a r  l o t  t o  home w i th o u t  
m ish ap . U n f o r tu n a t e ly  t h e s e  s t o r i e s  are* n o t  f i c t i o n  — b u t  
p a i n f u l  f a c t s .

Buyers o f  new c a r s  a r e  p r o t e c t e d  by th e  m a n u f a c tu r e r 's  w a rra n ty  
and by v a r i o u s  s t a t e  law s. But u n t i l  now, t h e r e  has n o t  been 
a d eq u a te  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  u sed  c a r  buyers  even though used  c a rs  
o u t s e l l  new c a r s  two to  one . Now, New York S t a t e  has p a sse d  th e  
f i r s t  law  i n  th e  n a t i o n  t o  o f f e r  r e a l  p r o t e c t i o n  to  th e  hundreds 
o f  th ousan ds  o f  New Y orkers  who buy used  c a r s  each y e a r  from 
d e a l e r s .

The Used Car Lemon Law r e p r e s e n t s  a g r e a t  v i c t o r y  f o r  consum ers. 
My -o f f ic e  was i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  fo rm u la t in g  t h i s  b i l l  and, a long  
w i th  o t h e r s ,  worked h a rd  t o  s e c u re  i t s  p a s s a g e .  The new law, 
w hich w ent i n t o  e f f e c t  November 1 , 1984, p ro v id e s  lo ng-needed  
consumer p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  u se d  c a r  b u y e rs .  I t  r e q u i r e s  d e a l e r s  to  
g iv e  consum ers a w r i t t e n  w a r ra n ty  when th e y  buy a used  c a r  
c o s t in g  $1 ,500  o r  more. I f  th e  c a r  has  o v e r  36,000 m i le s ,  th e  
w a r ra n ty  l a s t s  f o r  30 days o r  1 ,000 m ile s ;  i f  the  c a r  has under 
36,000 m i l e s ,  th e  w a r ra n ty  l a s t s  f o r  60 days o r  3,000 m i le s .
Most e s s e n t i a l  m ec h an ica l  p a r t s  a re  covered .

The w ork ings o f  t h i s  new law a r e  e x p la in e d  in  t h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n  
p re p a re d  by my o f f i c e  to  h e lp  consumers u n d e rs ta n d  the  law and 
how i t  a f f e c t s  and p r o t e c t s  them.

I f  you have f u r t h e r  q u e s t io n s  ab o u t  th e  lemon law f o r  u sed  c a r s  
o r  r e q u i r e  a d d i t i o n a l  a s s i s t a n c e ,  w r i t e  to  my n e a r e s t  l o c a l  
o f f i c e .

S in c e r e ly

• W.V .vs.--V• <*«,. d 7vC



I

What I s  The P u rpose  Of The Used Car Lemon Law?

The Used Car Lemon Law (G e n e ra l  B u s in e s s  Law §198-b) p ro v id e s  a 
new l e g a l  remedy f o r  b u y e rs  o f  u se d  c a r s  t h a t  t u r n  o u t  to  be 
lem ons. The law  r e q u i r e s  d e a l e r s  t o  g iv e  consum ers a w r i t t e n  
w a r ra n ty  th e  d u r a t i o n  o f  w hich  i s  d e te rm in e d  by th e  m ile ag e  on 
th e  u sed  c a r  p u rc h a s e d .  Under th e  w a r r a n ty ,  d e a l e r s  must e i t h e r  
r e p a i r ,  f r e e  o f  c h a r g e ,  o r  r e p l a c e  u s e d  c a r s  t h a t  t u r n  o u t  t o  be 
lem ons.

Who I s  P r o t e c t e d  By The Used Car Lemon Law?

The law p r o t e c t s  consum ers who p u rc h a s e  any u s e d  p a s s e n g e r  m otor 
v e h i c l e  s o ld  f o r  $1500 o r  more from  a d e a l e r  i n  New York S t a t e  on 
o r  a f t e r  November 1 , 1984 . A consum er i s  t h e  p u r c h a s e r  o f  a  u s e d  
m o to r  v e h i c l e  n o rm a l ly  u s e d  f o r  p e r s o n a l ,  f a m i ly  o r  h o u se h o ld  
p u r p o s e s .  The sp ouse  o r  c h i l d  o f  t h e  p u r c h a s e r  i s  c o v e red  i f  th e  
c a r  i s  t r a n s f e r r e d  to  e i t h e r  d u r in g  th e  d u r a t i o n  o f  any 
a p p l i c a b l e  w a r r a n ty .  Any o t h e r  p e r s o n  e n t i t l e d  by th e  te rm s  o f  
t h e  w a r r a n ty  t o  e n f o r c e  i t s  o b l i g a t i o n s  i s  a l s o  c o v e re d .

The p r i v a t e  s a l e  o f  a  u s e d  c a r  b e tw een  i n d i v i d u a l s  i s  n o t  c o v e re d  
by t h e  lemon law .

Which Used M otor V e h ic le s  Are C o v e red ?

A u s e d  m o to r v e h i c l e  i s  a p a s s e n g e r  m o to r  v e h i c l e  w hich  has  been  
d r iv e n  more t h a n  t h e  l i m i t e d  u s e  n e c e s s a r y  i n  m oving o r  ro ad  
t e s t i n g  a  new c a r  p r i o r  t o  d e l i v e r y .  Used m o to r c y c l e s ,  m otor 
homes, o f f - r o a d  v e h i c l e s  and c a r s  w h ich  s e l l  f o r  l e s s  th a n  $1 ,500 
a re  n o t  c o v e red  by th e  law . A " c l a s s i c  c a r "  r e g i s t e r e d  u n d e r  
§401 o f  th e  v e h i c l e  and t r a f f i c  law  i s  n o t  c o v e re d .

Which Used Car D e a le rs  Are I n c l u d e d ?

A d e a l e r  i s  any p e r s o n  o r  b u s i n e s s  w hich  s e l l s  o r  o f f e r s  f o r  s a l e  
a u se d  c a r  a f t e r  s e l l i n g  o r  o f f e r i n g  f o r  s a l e  t h r e e  o r  more u sed  
c a r s  i n  th e  p r e v io u s  tw e lv e  month p e r i o d .  Banks o r  o t h e r  
f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a r e  n o t  i n c l u d e d .  O th e rs  e x c lu d e d  a r e :  a 
b u s in e s s  s e l l i n g  a  u s e d  c a r  t o  i t s  own em ployee; a l e s s o r  s e l l i n g  
a l e a s e d  c a r  t o  th e  l e s s e e  o f  t h a t  c a r ;  a f a m i ly  member o r  an 
employee o f  su ch  l e s s e e ;  th e  s t a t e  o r  l o c a l  g overnm en t.

What Does The Law R e q u ire  The D e a le r  To Do? ^

A d e a l e r  who s e l l s  a u s e d  c a r  t o  a consum er i s  r e q u i r e d  to  g iv e  
t h e  consumer a  m and a to ry  w r i t t e n  w a r r a n ty  whose te rm s  a r e  
s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h e  law . T h is  w a r r a n ty  i s  c a l l e d  a s t a t u t o r y  
w a r r a n ty  and m u s t  be  h o n o re d  by  t h e  d e a l e r .  The s t a t u t o r y  
w a r ra n ty  must s p e c i f y  t h a t  w h i le  i t  i s  i n  e f f e c t  th e  d e a l e r  o r



h i s  a g e n t  w i l l  r e p a i r ,  f r e e  o f  c h a rg e ,  th e  f a i l u r e  o f  any p a r t  o f  
t h e  u se d  c a r  c o v e red  by th e  w a r r a n ty .  The d e a l e r  may e l e c t  to  
r e im b u rs e  th e  consumer f o r  t h e  r e a s o n a b le  c o s t  o f  r e p a i r i n g  th e  
f a i l u r e  o f  any co v e red  p a r t .

How Long Does The W arran ty  L a s t?

I f  t h e  u se d  c a r  has  3 6 ,000  m i le s  o r  l e s s ,  th e  w a r ra n ty  must l a s t  
f o r  a t  l e a s t  60 days o r  3 ,000  m i l e s ,  w h ic h ev e r  comes f i r s t .

I f  t h e  u s e d  c a r  has  -more t h a n  3 6 ,000  m i l e s ,  t h e  w a r r a n ty  m ust 
l a s t  f o r  a t  l e a s t  30 days o r  1 ,000  m i l e s ,  w h ic h ev e r  comes f i r s t .

What P a r t s  Are C overed?

Covered p a r t s  m ust a t  l e a s t  i n c l u d e :
r

ENGINE — A l l  l u b r i c a t e d  p a r t s ,  w a te r  pump, f u e l  pump, 
m a n i r o ld s ,  e n g in e  b lo c k ,  c y l i n d e r  h e a d ,  r o t a r y  e n g in e  
h o u s in g s  and f ly w h e e l .
TRANSMISSION — The t r a n s m i s s io n  c a s e ,  i n t e r n a l  p a r t s ,  and 
th e  to rq u e  c o n v e r t e r .
DRIVE AXLE — F r o n t  and r e a r  a x le  h o u s in g s  and i n t e r n a l  
p a r t s , a x le  s h a f t s ,  p r o p e l l e r  s h a f t s  and u n i v e r s a l  j o i n t s .  
BRAKES — M a s te r  c y l i n d e r ,  vacuum a s s i s t  b o o s t e r ,  w heel 
c y l i n d e r s , h y d r a u l i c  l i n e s  and f i t t i n g s  and d i s c  b ra k e  
c a l i p e r s .
RADIATOR
STEERING — The s t e e r i n g  g e a r  h o u s in g  a n d  a l l  i n t e r n a l  
p a r t s ,  power s t e e r i n g  pump, v a lv e  body , p i s t o n  and r a c k .  
ALTERNATOR 
G E N E R A T O R "

S t A K I E R  — "
TONTTTGN SYSTEM EXCLUDING BATTERY

What I f  The D e a le r  Does Not Give The S t a t u t o r y  W arran ty ?

I f  a d e a l e r  f a i l s  to  g iv e  a consumer th e  w r i t t e n  s t a t u t o r y  
w a r r a n ty  as  r e q u i r e d ,  th e  d e a l e r  i s  n e v e r t h e l e s s  c o n s id e re d  to  
h av e  g iv e n  th e  w a r r a n ty .

Can A D e a le r  L im i t  Coverage Under The S t a t u t o r y  W arran ty ?

Y es, b u t  o n ly  as s p e c i f i e d  in  th e  law . The law p e rm i ts  a  d e a l e r  
t o  add  a d d i t i o n a l  langu age  to  t h e  s t a t u t o r y  w a r r a n ty  e x c lu d in g  
c o v e r a g e :

(a )  f o r  a  f a i l u r e  o f  a  c o v e red  p a r t  c au sed  by a  l a c k  o f  
cu s to m ary  m a in ten a n ce ;

(b) f o r  a  f a i l u r e  o f  a  co v e red  p a r t  c a u se d  by c o l l i s i o n ,  
a b u s e ,  n e g l ig e n c e ,  t h e f t ,  v a n d a l is m ,  f i r e  o r  o t h e r  c a s u a l t y  and 
damage fro m  th e  en v ironm en t (w indsto rm , l i g h t n i n g ,  Toad h a z a r d s ,  
e t c . ) ;



(c)  i f  th e  odom eter has been  s to p p e d  o r  a l t e r e d  such  t h a t  
t h e  v e h i c l e ' s  a c t u a l  m ile a g e  c a n n o t  be r e a d i l y  d e te rm in e d  o r  i f  
any c o v e red  p a r t  h a s  b e en  a l t e r e d  su c h  t h a t  a  c o v e red  p a r t  was 
th e r e b y  cau sed  t o  f a i l ;

(d) f o r  m a in ten a n ce  s e r v i c e s  and th e  p a r t s  u s e d  in  
c o n n e c t io n  w i th  such  s e r v i c e s  such  a s  s e a l s , g a s k e t s , o i l  and 
g r e a s e  u n le s s  r e q u i r e d  i n  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  th e  r e p a i r  o f  a c o v e re d  
p a r t ;

(e )  f o r  a m otor  tu n eu p ;
( f )  f o r  a  f a i l u r e  r e s u l t i n g  from  r a c i n g  o r  o t h e r  

c o m p e t i t io n ;
(g) f o r  a f a i l u r e  cau sed  by tow ing  a t r a i l e r  o r  a n o th e r  

v e h i c l e  u n l e s s  th e  u s e d  m oto r  v e h i c l e  i s  e q u ip p e d  f o r  t h i s  as 
recommended by th e  m a n u f a c tu r e r ;

(h) i f  t h e  u se d  m o to r  v e h i c l e  i s  u s e d  t o  c a r r y  p a s s e n g e r s  
f o r  h i r e ;

( i )  i f  th e  u sed  m o to r  v e h i c l e  i s  r e n t e d  t o  someone e l s e ;
( j )  f o r  r e p a i r  o f  v a lv e s  a n d /o r  r i n g s  t o  c o r r e c t  low

c o m p re ss io n  a n d /o r  o i l  co nsum ption  V/hich a r e  c o n s id e r e d  n o rm al 
w ear;

(k) t o  t h e  e x t e n t  o th e r w is e  p e r m i t t e d  by  law , f o r  p r o p e r t y  
damage a r i s i n g  o r  a l l e g e d l y  a r i s i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  a  
c o v e re d  p a r t ;  and

(1) t o  th e  e x t e n t  o th e r w is e  p e r m i t t e d  by  law , f o r  l o s s  o f  
t h e  u se  o f  th e  u se d  m o to r  v e h i c l e ,  l o s s  o f  t im e ,  in c o n v e n ie n c e ,  
com m erc ial l o s s  o r  c o n s e q u e n t i a l  dam ages.

Can The D e a le r  Cause Buyers To Waive T h e i r  R ig h ts  Under The Lemon 
Law By Use Of A C o n t r a c t  C la u s e ?

No. Any c o n t r a c t  c l a u s e  w hich  s e e k s  t o  w a iv e  a  b u y e r ' s  r i g h t s  
u n d e r  t h e  Used Car Lemon Law i s  v o id .

Can A D e a le r  Give A d d i t io n a l  W a rra n ty  P r o t e c t i o n ?

Yes. The s t a t u t o r y  w a r r a n ty  s e ts  o n ly  minimum o b l i g a t i o n s  f o r  
d e a l e r s .  A d e a l e r  may a g re e  a s  p a r t  o f  th e  s a l e  to  g iv e  a 
consumer more w a r r a n ty  p r o t e c t i o n  th a n  t h e  law  r e q u i r e s .  E x t r a '  
w a r ra n ty  p r o t e c t i o n  can  be  a m a t t e r  o f  n e g o t i a t i o n  be tw een  th e  
d e a l e r  and consum er.

What Should  A Used Car Buyer Do I f  T here  I s  A P ro b lem ?

The b u y e r  sh o u ld  im m e d ia te ly  r e p o r t  sny  m a l f u n c t io n  o r  d e f e c t  o f  
a  c o v e re d  p a r t  t o  th e  d e a l e r  and  g iv e  t h e  d e a l e r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  
t o  make th e  n e c e s s a r y  r e p a i r s .  I f  t h e  consum er h as  n o t i f i e d  t h e  
d e a l e r  o f  a p rob lem  w i t h i n  th e  w a r r a n ty  p e r i o d ,  th e  d e a l e r  m ust \ 
make th e  r e p a i r  even  i f  t h e  w a r r a n ty  h a s  e x p i r e d .

What Happens To The W arran ty  When The Car I s  B eing  R e p a i r e d ?

The w a r r a n ty  i s  e x te n d e d  d u r in g  any in - s h o p  t im e  f o r  r e p a i r s .

» ---



How Can The Buyer Help P rove H e/She I s  A Lemon Owner?

I t  i s  v e r y  im p o r ta n t  t o  keep  c a r e f u l  r e c o r d s  o f  c o m p la in ts  and 
c o p ie s  o f  a l l  work o r d e r s  and r e p a i r  b i l l s .

What I f  The D e a le r  Does Not R e p a i r  The C a r?

I f  t h e  d e a l e r  i s  u n a b le  to  r e p a i r  th e  p rob lem  a f t e r  a r e a s o n a b le  
number o f  a t t e m p t s ,  and i f  th e  p ro b lem  " s u b s t a n t i a l l y  im p a irs  th e  
v a lu e  o f  th e  u se d  c a r "  t o  th e  consum er th e  d e a l e r  must: a c c e p t  th e  
r e t u r n  o f  t h e  c a r  and  make a  r e f u n d . A r e fu n d  i n c l u d e s  t h e  f u l l  
p u rc h a s e  p r i c e  p lu s  th e  s a l e s  t a x .  A r e a s o n a b l e  a l lo w a n c e  may be 
ta k e n  by  t h e  d e a l e r  f o r  any damage beyond no rm al w ear o r  u s e .  An 
a d ju s tm e n t  may a l s o  be made f o r  any  m o d i f i c a t i o n  to  th e  c a r  which 
e i t h e r  i n c r e a s e s  o r  d e c r e a s e s  i t s  m a rk e t  v a l u e .

Does The Law S e t  L im i ts  On The Number Of R e p a i r  A t te m p ts ?

Y es. I t  i s  presum ed t h a t  t h e r e  h ave  b e en  a  r e a s o n a b le  number o f  
r e p a i r  a t t e m p t s  by t h e  d e a l e r  i f  d u r in g  th e  s t a t u t o r y  w a r ra n ty  
p e r i o d :  (1) th e  same p rob lem  h a s  been  s u b j e c t  t o  r e p a i r  t h r e e  o r  
more t im e s  and t h e  p ro b lem  c o n t in u e s  t o  e x i s t  -  o r  (2) th e  c a r  i s  
o u t  o f  s e r v i c e  by  r e a s o n  o f  r e p a i r  f o r  a c u m u la t iv e  t o t a l  o f  15 
o r  m ore d a y s .  When c a l c u l a t i n g  t h i s  15 day t o t a l ,  days d u r in g  
w hich  r e p a i r s  c o u ld  n o t  be  c o m p le te d  due t o  th e  u n a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  
n e c e s s a r y  p a r t s  a r e  n o t  i n c l u d e d .  However, th e  d e a l e r  i s  
r e q u i r e d  to  e x e r c i s e  due d i l i g e n c e  i n  a t t e m p t in g  to  g e t  th e  
n e c e s s a r y  p a r t s  and t h e r e  i s  an a b s o l u t e  45 day l i m i t .

Under The Law, Can The D e a le r  P ro v id e  A R eplacem ent V e h ic le  
I n s t e a d  Of A F u l l  k e fun d  To The Co~nsumerf

Yes, i f  t h e  consigner i s  w i l l i n g  t o  a c c e p t  a  re p la c e m e n t  c a r  
i n s t e a d  o f  a f u l l  r e f u n d .  But t h e  d e c i s i o n  to  o f f e r  a  
re p la c e m e n t  c a r  r e s t s  w i t h  th e  d e a l e r .  I f  t h e  d e a l e r  o f f e r s  a 
r e p la c e m e n t  v e h i c l e  and th e  consum er a g r e e s ,  th e  p a r t i e s  must 
n e g o t i a t e  b e tw een  th e m se lv e s  any a d ju s tm e n t  i n  p r i c e .

I f  A T r a d e - in  Was In v o lv e d ,  How I s  A Refund D e te rm in e d ?

The d e a l e r  can choose  e i t h e r  to  r e t u r n  any v e h i c l e  t r a d e d - i n  by 
th e  consum er a t  th e  t im e o f  th e  s a l e  o f  th e  u se d  c a r ;  o r ,  to  
r e f u n d  th e  w h o le s a le  v a lu e  o f  th e  c a r  when i t  was t r a d e d - i n .
The w h o le s a le  v a lu e  m ust be d e te rm in e d  by r e f e r r i n g  t o  th e  "NADA 
Used Car G u ide"* . An a d ju s tm e n t  may be  ta k e n  f o r  m i le a g e ,  
Im provem ents o r  m a jo r  d e f e c t s  t h a t  e x i s t e d  a t  t h e  t im e  o f  th e  
t r a d e - i n .  The d e a l e r  n e e d  n o t  r e f u n d  t h e  v a lu e  o f  t h e  t r a d e - i n  
c a r  l i s t e d  i n  th e  s a l e s  c o n t r a c t .  The s a l e s  c o n t r a c t  must '
c l e a r l y  d e s c r i b e  t h i s  r e q u i r e d  m ethod  o f  c a l c u l a t i n g  t h e  v a lu e  o f  
any t r a d e - i n  v e h i c l e  w hich  i s  n o t  r e t u r n e d  to  th e  consum er.

^  The S t a t e  Motor V e h ic le  D epartm ent i s  a u th o r i z e d  to  approve 
th e  u se  o f  an a l t e r n a t i v e  g u id eb o o k .
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Are T here  Any E x c e p t io n s  To The R equ irem en t For Refund Or 
R ep lacem en t’/

Y es. The d e a l e r  does n o t  have  a d u ty  t o  make a r e f u n d  o f  th e  
p u rc h a s e  p r i c e  i f :  (1) t h e  p ro b lem  does n o t  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  im p a ir  
t h e  v a lu e  o f  th e  c a r  to  th e  b u y e r ;  o r  (2 ) th e  p rob lem  i s  th e  
r e s u l t  o f  th e  b u y e r ' s  a b u s e ,  n e g l e c t  o r  u n r e a s o n a b le  a l t e r a t i o n  
o f  th e  c a r .

What Type Of P roblem  W il l  Be C o n s id e re d  A S u b s t a n t i a l  Im pairm ent 
Of The"Value Of The Used Car To The B u y e r?

T here  i s  no e a sy  an sw er . I t  w i l l  depend on t h e  f a c t s  i n  each
c a s e .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e  b u y e r ' s  c o m p la in t  m ust be  a b o u t  a s e r i o u s  
p ro b lem . A d e f e c t  i n  t h e  e n g in e  w h ich  makes t h e  c a r  in o p e r a b le  
i s  c l e a r l y  s u b s t a n t i a l .  Some c o u r t s  h av e  found  t h a t  th e
c u m u la t iv e  e f f e c t  o f  num erous m in o r  d e f e c t s  can  add up to  a
s u b s t a n t i a l  im p a irm en t o f  v a lu e .

I s  The Buyer A u to m a t ic a l ly  E l i g i b l e  F o r  A Refund A f t e r  A 
R e aso n ao le  Number Of R e p a i r  A t t e m p t i l

No. The b u y e r  m ust f i r s t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  any m e d ia t io n  p ro c e d u r e  
t h a t  th e  d e a l e r  may h av e  e s t a b l i s h e d  o r  j o i n e d  i f  t h a t  p r o c e d u re  
conform s to  F e d e r a l  T rad e  Commission r e g u l a t i o n s .

What Are The M ajor F e d e r a l  T rade  Commission R equ irem en ts  For 
M e d ia t io n  P ro ced u re s ?

The m e d ia t io n  p ro c e d u r e  m ust b e :  (1) f r e e  o f  c h a rg e ;  (2) 
n o n - b in d in g  on th e  b u y e r ;  (3) e x p la in e d  i n  th e  c a r  w a r r a n ty ;  (A) 
a  d e c i s i o n  m ust be  g e n e r a l l y  g iv e n  w i t h i n  60 days a f t e r  r e c e i p t  
o f  th e  b u y e r ' s  c o m p la in t ;  and (5) t h e  d e c i s i o n  m ust be  f r e e  from  
t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  d e a l e r .

How Can A Buver F in d  Out I f  A P a r t i c u l a r  D e a l e r ' s  M e d ia t io n  
P ro c e d u re  Complies W ith F e d e ra l  T rade  Commission R e q u ire m e n ts?

A b u y e r  can  w r i t e  t o  th e  F e d e r a l  T rad e  Commission, W ash ing ton ,
D.C. 20508, o r  to  t h e  n e a r e s t  o f f i c e  o f  A t to rn e y  G en era l  R o b e r t  
Abrams.

What Happens A f t e r  The Buyer P a r t i c i p a t e s  In  A M e d ia t io n  
P ro c e d u re  Ana I s  Not S a t i s f i e d  W ith th e  flecisioT??

The b u y e r  can su e  t h e  d e a l e r  i n  c o u r t  to  e n f o r c e  h i s / h e r  r i g h t s  
u n d e r  th e  law . In  c o u r t ,  a c a r  w hich  h a s  n o t  been r e p a i r e d  a f t e r  
t h r e e  a t t e m p t s ,  o r  15 d a y s ,  w i l l  be  presum ed to  be a lemon.

I f  The Buver D ecides  To Sue The D e a le r  When Must The L aw su it  Be 
S t a r t e d ?

The l a w s u i t  m ust be s t a r t e d  w i t h i n  f o u r  y e a r s  o f  th e  d a te  o f  
o r i g i n a l  d e l i v e r y  to  th e  consum er.

»u .v.j  • 4;vv'-.j



I f  The Buyer Wins In  C ourt  Can A t t o r n e y 's  Fees A lso  Be R ecovered?

Yes. The law a u th o r i z e s  t h e  c o u r t  t o  award r e a s o n a b le  a t t o r n e y ' s  
f e e s  to  a  b u yer  who w ins i n  c o u r t .

Does  The Used Car Lemon Law E l im in a te  Or L im it  Any Of The O ther  
r e g a l  Remedies A lread y  A v a i la b le  To Buyers Of D e f e c t iv e  Cars Or 
O th e r  Goods?

No. The Used Car Lemon Law adds to  th e  b u y e r ' s  a r s e n a l  o f  
e x i s t i n g  l e g a l  re m e d ie s .  The m ost im p o r ta n t  o f  t h e s e  rem ed ies  i s  
t h e  w a r r a n ty  o f  s e r v i c e a b i l i t y .  (V e h ic le  and T r a f f i c  Law §417) 
T h is  w a r r a n ty  can n o t  be  w aived  by th e  b u y e r .  I t  r e q u i r e s  a 
d e a l e r  t o  c e r t i f y  to  a  u se d  c a r  b u y e r  t h a t  th e  c a r  i s  i n  
c o n d i t i o n  and r e p a i r  t o  r e n d e r , u n d e r  no rm al u s e ,  s a t i s f a c t o r y  
and a d e q u a te  s e r v i c e  a t  th e  t im e  o f  d e l i v e r y .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
s p e c i f i e d  s a f e t y  equ ipm ent m ust be  i n  good w ork ing  o r d e r .  The 
M otor V e h ic le  D epartm ent can  h e lp  a  b u y e r  t o  e n f o r c e  t h i s  
w a r r a n t y .

Where Can I  Get Help On Any Q u e s t io n s  R eg ard in g  The Used Car 
Lemon Lawf '

You can  c o n ta c t  t h e  n e a r e s t  o f f i c e  o f  A t to r n e y  G en era l  R obert  
Abrams l i s t e d  i n  t h i s  p a m p h le t .  You may a l s o  w ish  to  c o n s u l t  
y o u r  own law y er .

T h is  f a c t  s h e e t  was p r e p a r e d  oy A s s i s t a n t  A t to r n e y  G en era l  Sandy 
M in a e l l  and A s s i s t a n t  A t to rn e y  G e n e ra l  In  Charge o f  th e  Consumer 
F rau d s  and P r o t e c t i o n  B ureau , P e t e r  B ie n s to c k .  P roduced  by th e  
O f f i c e  o f  P u b l ic  I n f o r m a t io n ,  Jo an  L ibby , D i r e c t o r .
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Sc ii. John Ii. (Jack) Cogltill, Chairman 
&cn. Paul IW her, Vkrc-chairman 
5cil Milch A lxxx l 
&en. Jan Talks 
6en. Joe Joscphson

Pouch V 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

A p r i l  14, 1986

TO: A l l  Comm ittee Members

FROM: Comm ittee S t a f f

RE? SB 424, Snow T i r e s

Last Wednesday the  comm ittee  heard a comm ittee s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  SB 424, 
r e q u i r i n g  snow t i r e s  on r e n t a l  v e h i c l e s .

T h is  CS r e f l e c t s  the con ce rn s  o f  the  comm ittee . I t  was observed  th a t  
the  comm ittee i s  conce rned  about s a f e t y ,  b u t  a ls o  d e s i r e d  s e t t i n g  up a 
workab le  s t r u c t u r e  f o r  the  r e n t a l  owner.

I n  Sec . 1 (f) the  CS r e f l e c t s  the  dates now used th ro ughou t the  s t a t e  
when snow t i r e s  can be used . The sponsor's  o r i g i n a l  la nguage  i s  
m a in t a in e d ,  " s h a l l  e q u ip  v e h i c l e s  from the  r e n t a l  f l e e t  a t  each r e n t a l  
l o c a t i o n , "  b u t no p e rce n ta g e  o r m in inum  number o f  v e h i c l e s  i s  r e q u i r e d  
to comply w i t h  t h i s  la w .

"R en ta l f l e e t "  i s  d e f in e d  as unrentf .d  v e h i c l e s  and those a lr e a d y  r e n t e d .  
T h is  p r o v is io n  wou ld in s u r e  th a t  the  r e n t e r  wou ld  n o t  be p e n a l i z e d  
because he o r  she does no t have a ca r  a v a i l a b l e  w i t h  snow t i r e s .
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O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r :  S a c k e t t

IN THE SENATE BY THE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 424 ( T r a n s p o r t a t i o n )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

A BILL

F or an A ct e n t i t l e d :  "An A ct r e l a t i n g  to  s tu d d e d  t i r e s  o r  c h a i n s  on r e n t e d

m o to r  v e h i c l e s . "

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 2 8 .3 5 .0 2 4  i s  amended b y  a d d in g  a new s u b s e c t i o n  to  

r e a d :

( f )  E x c e p t  f o r  t h a t  p e r i o d  when s tu d d e d  t i r e s  o r  c h a in s  a r e  

p r o h i b i t e d  u n d e r  AS 2 8 .3 5 .1 5 5 ,  a p e r s o n  who r e n t s  m o to r  v e h i c l e s  to  

o t h e r s  s h a l l ,  upon  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  to  whom th e  v e h i c l e  i s  t o  be 

r e n t e d ,  p r o v i d e  a v e h i c l e  e q u ip p e d  w i th  s tu d d e d  t i r e s  o r  c h a in s  

a d e q u a te  to  i n h i b i t  s k i d d i n g  o r  l o s s  o f  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  v e h i c l e .  T h is  

s u b s e c t i o n  does n o t  a p p ly  t o  a p e r s o n  who r e n t s  m o to r  v e h i c l e s  to  

o t h e r s  i f  a l l  a v a i l a b l e  m o to r  v e h i c l e s  e q u ip p e d  w i th  s tu d d e d  t i r e s  o r  

c h a in s  a r e  t e m p o r a r i l y  n o t  a t  t h e  r e n t a l  l o c a t i o n  b e c a u s e  t h e y  have  

b e e n  r e n t e d  to  a c u s to m e r .

- 1 CSSB 424 (Trsp)



Slate Wide Headquarters 
RO. Box 190028 
Anchorage, Alaska 99519 
Telephone (907) 243 - 4300

March 17 , 1986,
1-7/

S e n a to r  John  B. (Ja ck )  C o g h i l l  
Chairm an, S e n a te  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Com mittee 
Pouch V
Ju n e au , A la sk a  99811

Dear S e n a to r  C o q h i l l :

I 'm  now w r i t i n g  u n d e r  a d i f f e r e n t  h a t  a s  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Car and  T ruck  
R e n ta l  and  L e a s in g  A s s o c i a t i o n  (CATRALA) o f  A la sk a .  R e p r e s e n t in g  t h a t  
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  I  am m o st c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t  S e n a te  B i l l  No. 424 -  "An A ct 
r e l a t i n g  t o  s tu d d e d  t i r e s  o r  c h a i n s  on r e n t e d  m otor v e h i c l e s . " .  We 
d o n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  w ha t t r i g g e r e d  t h i s ,  b u t  h e re  a r e  o u r  c o n c e r n s :

•None o f  us a r e  aw are  o f  any  i d e n t i f i e d  s a f e t y  p rob lem  t h a t  r e q u i r e s  
t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  In d e e d ,  k n o w le d g e a b le  A la sk an  d r i v e r s  know t h a t  
u n der  some w i n t e r  c o n d i t i o n s ,  th e  u s e  o f  c h a in s  can  be  more r a t h e r  
th a n  l e s s  h a z a rd o u s  — o r  a t  b e s t ,  o f f e r  no g r e a t e r  d e g re e  o f  s a f e t y .

•As a m a t t e r  o f  p o l i c y ,  c h a in s  a r e  n o t  p r o v id e d  f o r  l o c a l  c i t y  t r a v e l  
o r  t r a v e l  t o  n e a rb y  l o c a t i o n s .  E x p e r ie n c e  h as  shown t h a t  c h a in s  
e n co u rag e  some c u s to m e rs  t o  t r y  t o  go w here  th e y  s h o u l d n ' t  d u r in g  
w i n t e r  m onths o r  d r i v e  f a s t e r  t h a n  i s  s a f e .  The p ro p o s e d  b i l l  c o u ld  
i n a d v e r t e n t l y  r e s u l t  i n  u n s a f e  u s e  o f  o u r  v e h i c l e s .

•Most r e n t a l  a g e n c ie s  p rov ide ; s tu d d e d  snow t i r e s  on t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  
r e n t a l  v e h i c l e s ,  on t h e  d r i v e - w h e e l s . However, a t  l e a s t  one r e n t a l  
agency does n o t  u s e  them . The c u s to m e r  t h u s  can  make t h e  c h o ic e .

• C e r ta in  o f  t h e  h i g h - q u a l i t y  r a d i a l  t i r e s  a r e  a l l - w e a t h e r  and a r e  u se d  
y e a r - r o u n d  on some makes o f  c a r s .

•Thus, th e  b i l l  im po ses  an  ad ded  c o s t  f o r  no a p p a r e n t l y  j u s t i f i a b l e  
r e a s o n .

• In  g e n e r a l ,  such  s p e c i f i c i t y  i n  t h e  law i s  p o o r  p r a c t i c e  and t o  t h e  
d e g re e  j u s t i f i e d  s h o u ld  be  l e f t  t o  r e g u l a t i o n .

•To t h e  b e s t  o f  o u r  k n o w led g e , r e n t a l  c a r  o p e r a t o r s  a r e  p r o v i d in g  
c u s to m e rs  w i th  c a r s  t h a t  d r i v e  a d e q u a te ly  u n d e r  w i n t e r  c o n d i t i o n s .
For exam ple , c h a i n s  a r e  o f t e n  p r o v id e d  a s  a m a t t e r  o f  c o u r s e  t o  
i n t e r c i t y  t r a v e l e r s .

-1-



Page 2 -S e n a to r  C o g h i l l  March 17-, 1986

I  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  a  h e a r i n g  h a s  b e e n  s c h e d u le d  a t  3 :3 0  p .m . ,
March 26, u s in g  t h e  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  room h e r e  i n  A n ch o rag e .
Mr. Bob V i t a l e  o f  H o l id a y  P a y l e s s  i n  F a i r b a n k s  w ould  a l s o  l i k e  t o  
t e s t i f y  a t  yo u r  F a i r b a n k s  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  c e n t e r  i f  t h a t  i s  p o s s i b l e .  
P l e a s e  a sk  y o u r  s t a f f  t o  l e t  me know.

Thank you f o r  you r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

j y s .  B. Hayes 
"  P r e s i d e n t  

CATRALA

:cm

cc S e n a to r  John  C. S a c k e t t



SENATOR

3)fll|n (5. §>ackett
CO-CHAIRMAN 

SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE

MEMBER 
LABOR & COMMERCE COMMITTEE 
BUDGET & AUDIT COMMITTEE 
SENATE ADVISORY COUNCIL 
COMMITTEE ON COMMITTEES

Alaska Ĵ tatB Kiegtslature
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S e n a te

HOME ADDRESS 
R O. BOX 11 

RUBY, ALASKA 90768

WHILE IN JUNEAU 
POUCH V 

JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811 
TELEPHONE 465-3753

ANCHORAGE 
TELEPHONE 272-3404

M E M O R A N D U M

D a te : A p r i l  9 ,  1986

T o: S e n a to r  S a c k e t t

From: Max G i f f o r d ,
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A ide

Subj : SB-424, r e l a t i n g  t o  s tu d d e d  t i r e s  o r  c h a i n s  on
r e n t a l  m otor v e h i c l e s

The p ro p o se d  Sen. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Com m ittee  CS e f f e c t i v e l y  
k i l l s  t h e  p u rp o se  and i n t e n t  o f  y o u r  o r i g i n a l  b i l l .  A 
r e n t a l  agency  would be happy t o  r e n t  any v e h i c l e  t o  anyone 
who w an ted  s tu d d e d  t i r e s  o r  c h a in s  i f  t h e y  had  them a v a i l a b l e .  
The f a c t  i s  (and te s t im o n y  t o  t h e  co m m ittee  v e r i f i e d  t h a t  
f a c t )  r e n t a l  a g e n c ie s  do n o t  h ave  s tu d d e d  t i r e s  o r  c h a in s  
r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h o s e  who r e q u e s t :  them . - Your b i l l  
s im p ly  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  r e n t a l  a g e n c ie s  make t h e  e f f o r t  t o  
h av e  such  equ ipm en t on hand  d u r in g  c e r t a i n  m onths so  t h a t  
t h o s e  who w ant them  may r e q u e s t  t h e  e q u ip m en t f o r  t h e  
r e n t a l  v e h i c l e .  I f  a l l  t h e  eq u ip m en t i s  b e in g  u s e d ,  th e n  
t h e  p o t e n t i a l  cu s to m er  h as  t h e  c h o ic e  t o  a c c e p t  a v e h i c l e  
w i t h o u t  s tu d d e d  t i r e s  o r  c h a in s  o r  move on t o  a n o th e r  
r e n t a l  ag en cy .

I  t a l k e d  w i th  Mike F o rd ,  L eg a l S e r v i c e s ,  and he  s a i d  t h a t  
t h e  CS e f f e c t i v e l y  makes t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  b i l l ,  m oot.

MEMO -  G i f f o r d  t o  S a c k e t t  
E f f e c t  o f  T rn s .  CS • ••
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1H THE SENATE BY THE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 424 (T r& n e p o rc a t io n )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE -  SECOND SESSION

A BILL ' ' -

F o r  «u A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t r e l a t i n g  t o  s tu d d e d  t i r e o  o r  c h a i n s  rr> r e n t e d

n o t o r  v e h i c l e s . "

BE IT  ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 2 C .3 5 .0 2 4  i s  offended by a d d in g  a new a u b s e c t i o n  to  

r e a d :

( f )  D u r in g  t h e  p e r i o d  from  O c to b e r  1 t o  A p r i l  1 o f  e a c h  y e a r ,  a 

p e r s o n  who r e n t s  m o to r  v e h i c l e s  t o  o t h e r s  s h a l l ,  upon r e q u e s t  o f  th e  

p e r s o n  t o  whom t h e  v e h i c l e  i s  t o  be r e n t e d ,  p r o v id e  a  v e h i c l e  e q u ip p e d  

w i t h  s tu d d e d  t i r e s  o r  c h a in s  a d e q u a te  t o  i n h i b i t  s k i d d i n g  o r  l o s s  o f  

c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  v e h ic l e *  i f  t h e  p e r s o n  h a s  a  v e h i c l e  e q u ip p e d  w i th  

s c u d d e d  t i r e s  o r  c h a i n s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  r e n t a l .



S e n a t e  ' ^ T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  (Eonuniitee

March 26, 1986

TO: A l l  Comm ittee Members

FROM: Comm ittee S t a f f

RE: Today's m ee t in g

Today the comm ittee  w i l l  h ea r  SB 424, "An Act r e l a t i n g  to  studded t i r e s  
or c h a in s  on re n te d  motor v e h i c l e s . "  T h is  b i l l ,  sponsored by Sena to r 
S a ck e t t ,  wou ld  add a new s e c t i o n  to  C hap te r  35, the m is c e l la n e o u s  
p r o v is io n s  o f  the  motor v e h i c l e  code . T h is  b i l l  wou ld make i t  mandatory 
f o r  ca r  r e n t a l  a g e n c ie s  to  s u p p ly  ca rs  w i t h  studded t i r e s  o r  c h a in s  from 
October 1 to A p r i l  1 upon the r e q u e s t  o f  the  r e n t e r .

Mr. Jack Hayes, p r e s id e n t  o f  the  Car and Truck  R e n t in g  and L ea s ing  
A s s o c ia t io n  and Mr. Bob V i t a l e  o f  H o l id a y  P ay le ss  i n  F a irb ank s  w i l l  be 
t e s t i f y  v i a  t e le c o n f e r e n c e .

<Seii. John li. (Jack) Coghill, Chairman
(Sea Raul Fischer. Vice-chairman
(Sen. Milch Abood
(Sen. Jan Faiks
(Sea Joe Josephson

Pouch V 
Juneau. Alaska 99811

Mr. Max G i f f o r d  o f  Sena to r S a c k e t t ' s  o f f i c e  w i l l  t e s t i f y  on th e  m e r i t s  
o f  th e  b i l l .

On a no th e r  s u b j e c t ,  the  comm ittee s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  SB 428, th e  p repa red  
r i g h t s  o f  way b i l l ,  w i l l  be up f o r  c o n s id e r a t io n .



SENATOR

HJotin (£. Tackett

CO-CHAIRMAN 
SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE

MEMBER 
LABOR & COMMERCE COMMITTEE 
BUDGET & AUDIT COMMITTEE 
SENATE ADVISORY COUNCIL 
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S e n a t e

HOME ADDRESS 
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RUBY. ALASKA 99768

WHILE IN JUNEAU 
POUCH V 

JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811 
TELEPHONE 465-3753

ANCHORAGE 
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M E M O R A N D U M

D a te : March 26 , 1986

T o :

From:

Subj :

S e n a to r  J a c k  C o g h i l l
C h a i r  -  S e n a te  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Com m ittee

John  C. Sackerti 
S e n a to r  /  / /

SB-424, anyA ct r e l a t i n g  t o  s tu d d e d  t i r e s  o r  
c h a in s  on r e n t e d  m oto r  v e h i c l e s

As a r e s u l t  o f  a  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  w h ich  happ en ed  t o  me l a s t  
F a l l ,  I  have  i n t r o d u c e d  SB-424, w h ich  adds a new s u b s e c t i o n  t o  
AS 2 8 .3 5 .0 2 4 ,  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  r e n t a l  o f  m o to r  v e h i c l e s .

I  r e n t e d  a v e h i c l e  iri A nchorage  l a s t  y e a r  on t h e  day  snow f i r s t  
f e l l  l a s t  F a l l .  I  i n q u i r e d  a b o u t  h a v in g  s tu d d e d  t i r e s  b u t  was 
in fo rm e d  t h a t  t h e  v e h i c l e  was e q u ip p e d  w i t h  a d e q u a te  t i r e s  f o r  
t h e  i c y  ro a d  c o n d i t i o n s .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  l e a v i n g  t h e  r e n t a l  f a c i l i t y  
I  a t t e m p te d  t o  b r a k e  and found  t h a t  I  had  l i t t l e  o r  no c o n t r o l  
o v e r  t h e  r e n t a l  c a r .  I  bumped i n t o  t h e  r e a r  o f  a n o th e r  v e h i c l e .  
F o l lo w in g  t h e  m ishap  I  i n q u i r e d  a s  t o  t h e  law s p e r t a i n i n g  t o  
r e n t i n g  v e h i c l e s  and w h e th e r  i t  was r e q u i r e d  t o  p r o v id e  s tu d d e d  
t i r e s  o r  c h a in s  when w e a th e r  c o n d i t i o n s  w a r r a n t e d .  I  l e a r n e d  
t h a t  su ch  a lav/ d i d  n o t  e x i s t .

My s t a f f  c o n t a c t e d  t h e  N a t io n a l  S a f e t y  C o u n c i l  and l e a r n e d  t h a t  
c h a in s  and s tu d d e d  t i r e s  p r o v id e d  g r e a t e r  s a f e t y  t o  m o t o r i s t s  
when i c e  and snow make ro a d  c o n d i t i o n s  d a n g e r o u s .  W ith  t h i s  
i n f o r m a t i o n  a t  hand I  d e c id e d  i t  w ould  be  i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  
o f  t h e  d r i v i n g  p u b l i c  t h a t  t h e y  a t  l e a s t  h av e  t h e  o p t i o n  o f  
h a v in g  s tu d d e d  t i r e s  o r  c h a in s  on v e h i c l e s  t h e y  may r e n t .  The 
f a c t s  seem c l e a r ,  a l l - w e a t h e r  r a d i a l  t i r e s  do n o t  p r o v id e  t h e  
d r i v e r  o f  a v e h i c l e  w i th  any a d d i t i o n a l  s a f e g u a r d s  w h i l e  d r i v i n g  
i n  snow o r  i c e .  The a t t a c h e d  f a c t  s h e e t  from  t h e  N a t io n a l  S a f e ty  
C o u n c il  s u p p o r t s  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  t h e  s t a t u t e s  s h o u ld  be 
amended t o  i n c l u d e  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  s tu d d e d  t i r e s  o r  c h a i n s  f o r  
t h o s e  d r i v e r s  who d e s i r e  them .



□ FANCY SNOW TIRES STILL SPIN: All that iancy 
tread work on snow tires doesn’t do a heck of a lot for 
winter drivers, according to a National Safety Council 
study. In fact, the average snow tire performed worse 
than regular tires on glare-ice braking . tests. Adding 
metal (i.e. studs or chains) to the ir  rubber' is the best 
safeguard for w inter drivers, the study concludes. Here's 
the test results, based on percent improvement over 
regular tires:
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TRACTION ON GLARE ICE: * ’
snow tires 
studded snow t i r e s   percent
tire chains ....:......... '...........'.......... percent
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tire ch a ins .. 313 percent
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T R A C T I O N  R A 1 1 I N G

REGULAR TIRES j o o  ■ ■ %  IMPROVEMENT 
OVER REG. TIRE

S N O W  TIRES , * ? e J M 2 8 %

STUDDED 
S N O W  TIRES

318
1

2 1 8 %

REINFORCED 
TIRE CHAINS . . .

730 I  6 3 0 %

.ON LOOSELY PACKED S N O W  

151TS N O W  TIRES

REINFORCED 
TIRE CHAINS
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REGULAR TIRES 150- %  IMPROVEMENT 
OVER REG.TIRE
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