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O f f e r e d :  5 / 5 / 8 6
R e f e r r e d :  R u l e s

O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s :  H a n l e y ,  A d ams,
R i n g s t a d ,  et al

CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 606 (Finance) am  

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A  

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i tled: " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to a rt in  p u b l i c  p l a ces; a n d  p r o v i d­

ing f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. AS  3 5 . 2 7 . 0 2 0 ( c )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(c) O n e - h a l f  [AT L E A S T  O N E  P E R C E N T  OR, IN  T H E  C A S E  OF A  R U R A L  

S C H O O L  FA C I L I T Y ,  A T  L E A S T  O N E - H A L F ]  of one p e r c e n t  of the c o n s t r u c t i o n  

cost of a b u i l d i n g  or  f a c i l i t y  a p p r o v e d  f or c o n s t r u c t i o n  by  t he l e g i s­

la t u r e  s h all [ A F T E R  S E P T E M B E R  1, 1977, WILL] be r e s e r v e d  f or the

f o l l o w i n g  p u r p o s e s :  t he d e s i g n ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  m o u n t i n g  a nd a d m i n i s­

t r a t i o n  of w o r k s  of a rt in  a s c h ool, o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g ,  c o urt b u i l d i n g ,  

v e s s e l  of the m a r i n e  h i g h w a y  s y s tem, or  o t h e r  b u i l d i n g  or  f a c i l i t y  

w h i c h  is s u b j e c t  to s u b s t a n t i a l  p u b l i c  use.

* Sec. 2. A S  3 5 . 2 7 . 0 2 0 ( g )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(g) E a c h  s e l e c t i o n  c o m m i t t e e  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  AS  3 5 . 2 7 . 0 2 1  [THE 

A R C H I T E C T ,  S U P E R I N T E N D E N T ,  D E P A R T M E N T ,  A N D  T H E  A L A S K A  S T A T E  C O U N C I L  O N  

T H E  ARTS] s h a l l  r e q u i r e  [ E N C O U R A G E ]  t he u se of s t a t e  c u l t u r a l  r e­

so u r c e s  in t h e s e  art w o r k s  a n d  the s e l e c t i o n  of  A l a s k a  r e s i d e n t  a r­

tist s  f or the c o m m i s s i o n  of t h e s e  art works.

* Sec. 3. A S  3 5 . 2 7 . 0 2 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(h) A  r u r a l  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g  o r  f a c i l i t y  is e x e m p t  f r o m  the

r e q u i r e m e n t s  of this c h a p t e r  u n l e s s  i n c l u s i o n  of  w o r k s  of art i n  the 

d e s i g n  an d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t he b u i l d i n g  or  f a c i l i t y  is s p e c i f i c a l l y  

a u t h o r i z e d  b y  the s c h o o l  b o a r d .  In thi s  s u b s e c t i o n  " r u r a l "  m e a n s  a 

c o m m u n i t y  w i t h  a p o p u l a t i o n  of  4 , 5 0 0  o r  less.

IN THE H OU SE  BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE
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1 *  Sec. 4. AS 35.27 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

2 Sec. 3 5 . 2 7.021. S E L E C T I O N  O F  ART. (a) T he a r t i s t  w h o  e x e c u t e s

3 a w o r k  of  art for a p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s h a l l  be s e l e c t e d  by  a m a j o r i t y  v o t e

4 of a com m i t t e e ,  w i t h  the a p p r o v a l  of  the s c h o o l  board. T h e  c o m m i t t e e

5 s h all be c o m p o s e d  of  the a r c h i t e c t ,  the p r o j e c t  m a n a g e r  a d m i n i s t e r i n g

6 the f a c i l i t y  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  two r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  the s c h o o l  dis-

7 trict, a n d  t h ree m e m b e r s  of  the p u b l i c  w h o  r e s i d e  in  t he c o m m u n i t y

8 w h e r e  the s c h o o l  is located. At  least o ne m e m b e r  of  the p u b l i c  s h a l l

9 be k n o w l e d g e a b l e  in the arts. T h e  p r e s i d e n t  of the s c h o o l  b o a r d  o r  a

10 d e s i g n e e  shall p r o v i d e  r e a s o n a b l e  p u b l i c  n o t i c e  that p u b l i c  m e m b e r

11 seats on the c o m m i t t e e  are a v a i l a b l e .  T he r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  the

12 s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t ,  a nd m e m b e r s  of t he p u b l i c  s h a l l  be s e l e c t e d  by the

13 p r e s i d e n t  of the s c h o o l  b o a r d  or  a d e s i g n e e .

14 (b) E x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in (a) of this s e c tion, a n  a r t i s t  w h o

15 e x e c u t e s  a w o r k  of art for p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s  s h a l l  be

16 s e l e c t e d  by  a m a j o r i t y  v o t e  of a c o m m i t t e e  c o n v e n e d  by the p r o j e c t

17 m a n a g e r  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  the f a c i l i t y  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  T h e  c o m m i t t e e  s h a l l

18 be c o m p o s e d  of the a r c h i t e c t ,  the p r o j e c t  m a n a g e r ,  a d e s i g n e e  of the

19 A l a s k a  S t a t e  C o u n c i l  o n  the A r ts, a d e s i g n e e  of the p r i n c i p a l  u s e r  of

20 the p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g  or  f a c i l i t y ,  a nd t h ree m e m b e r s  of the p u b l i c  w h o

21 r e side in  the c o m m u n i t y  w h e r e  the b u i l d i n g  is located. At least one

22 m e m b e r  of the p u b l i c  s h a l l  be  k n o w l e d g e a b l e  in  t he arts. T h e  m e m b e r s

23 of the p u b l i c  s h all be s e l e c t e d  by  the p r o j e c t  m a n a g e r  a f t e r  r e a s o n -

24 abl e  p u b l i c  n o t i c e  that p u b l i c  m e m b e r  s e a t s  on  th e  c o m m i t t e e  a re

25 available.

26 (c) All m e e t i n g s  of the s e l e c t i o n  c o m m i t t e e  u n d e r  (a) or  (b) of

27 this s e c t i o n  ar e  s u b j e c t  to the p u b l i c  m e e t i n g  a n d  n o t i c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s

28 u n d e r  AS 44 . 6 2 . 3 1 0 .

29 * Sec. 5. A S  4 4 . 2 7 . 0 6 0 ( b )  is a m e n d e d  to read:
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(b) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  a d e p a r t m e n t  r e s p o n s i b l e  for the d e s i g n  

a n d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a  b u i l d i n g  o r  f a c i l i t y  s h a l l  d e p o s i t  into the art 

in p u b l i c  p l a c e s  f u n d  one.-half o f  o ne p e r c e n t  of the c o n s t r u c t i o n  cost 

of  a  b u i l d i n g  or  f a c i l i t y  i f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o r  f a c i l i t y  is e x e m p t  f r o m  

the r e q u i r e m e n t s  of  A S  3 5 . 2 7  a n d  t h e  e x e m p t i o n  is b e c a u s e

(1) the e s t i m a t e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  cos t  of  the b u i l d i n g  or 

f a c i l i t y  is less t h a n  $ 2 5 0 , 0 0 0 ;  o r

(2) the b u i l d i n g  o r  f a c i l i t y  is n o t  d e s i g n e d  for s u b s t a n­

tial p u b l i c  use.

*  Sec. 6. A S  4 4 . 2 7 . 0 6 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(e) A  w o r k  of a rt s h a l l  be  i d e n t i f i e d  by a p e r m a n e n t  p l a q u e  

i n s t a l l e d  o n  or  n e a r  the w o r k  of art. Th e  p l a q u e  m u s t  c o n t a i n  the 

n a m e  or  t i t l e  of  the w o r k  o f  art, the n a m e  of  the artist, a n d  the y e a r  

of co m p l e t i o n .

* Sec. 7. A S  3 5 . 2 7 . 0 2 0 ( e )  a n d  (f) a r e  r e p e aled.

* Sec. 8. Thi s  A c t  d o e s  n ot a p p l y  to the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a b u i l d i n g  or  

f a c i l i t y  a p p r o v e d  by  the l e g i s l a t u r e  b e f o r e  J u l y  1, 1986.

* Sec. 9. T h i s  A c t  t a kes e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1986.
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Representative Alyce Hanley 
FROM: Scott Sutherland, Staff 
DATE: May 7, 1986

RE: Sectional Analysis- CSHB 606 ( F in a n c e )  am, "An Act relating to Art
In public places; and providing for an effective date."

Pursuant to your request I have prepared this sectional analysis of 
CSHB 606 (Finance) am, referenced above.

SECTION 1 

Section 1 amends AS 35.27.020(c):

Sec. 35.27.020(c) ART REQUIREMENTS FOR PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND 
FACILITIES—  Would bring publicly funded art projects required by this 
section to a funding level of one half percent of construction costs. 
Currently, construction of state buildings and facilities other than 
rural schools require expenditure of at least one percent and rural 
schools currently require the expenditure of at least one half percent.

SECTION 2 

Section 2 amends AS 35.27.020(g):

Sec. 35.27.020(g) ART REQUIREMENTS FOR PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND 
FACILITIES—  Change Is necessary to reflect establishment of art project 
selection by the conmittee created In section 3, rather than the current 
method of artist selection by DOT and the State Art Council. Requires 
use of state cultural resources and artists to create art In this 
program. Current statutes mandate that the use of Alaskan artists and 
cultural resources shall be encouraged.

SECTION 3

Section 3 amends AS 35.27.020 by adding a new subsection:

Sec. 35.27.020(h) Exempts rural school buildings or facilities from 
percent for arts requirements unless specifically authorized by the 
school board. "Rural" Is defined as corrmunltles with populations of 
4,500 or less. Current statutes mandate 1/2% expenditure.



SECTION 4

Sec. 35.27.021. SELECTION OF ART.—  (a) Requires that selection of 
artists be chosen by an artist selection committee and that artist 
selected shall be approved by the school board. Committee shall Include 
the architect, the project manager, as well as two representatIves from 
school district, and three members of public who reside In local 
community who are selected by school board president or designee . At 
least one of the public members must be knowledgeable In the arts.

(b) Except for (a), artists for projects In other public buildings and 
facilities shall be chosen by committee. Committee would include the 
architect, project manager, a designee of the principal user, a designee 
of the State Council on the Arts, and three members of the public who 
reside In local community. One public member must be knowledgeable In 
the arts. The public members are selected by project manager after 
reaonable public notice that seats are available.

(c) All artist selection committee meetings are subject to open meetings 
rules.

SECTION 5

Section 5 amends AS 44.27.060(b):

Sec. 44.27.060(b) ART IN PUBLIC PLACES FUND—  This change Instructs 
deposit Into the art in public places fund one half of one percent of 
the cor.structlon cost of a building or facility exempt frcm the 
requirements of the provisions of the Art Works In Public Buildings 
chapter (AS.35.27), because construction cost Is less than $250,000 or 
the facility is not designed for substantial public use. Currently one 
percent of construction cost Is deposited In this account.

SECTION 6

Section 6 adds a new subsection to AS 44.27.060:

Sec. 44.27.060(e) Mandates addition of a plaque to all works of art 
executed under this chapter. Plaque Includes name of art, name of 
artist, and year of completion.

SECTION 7

Section 7 repeals two current subsections of AS. 35.27.020:

Sec. 35.27.020 (e) and (f) are repealed.

SECTION 8

Section 8 exempts projects appproved for construction prior to duly 1, 
1986 from these changes.

SECTION 9

Section 4 adds a new section to AS 35.27:

Section 9 provides for July 1, 1986 effective date.
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I n t r o d u c e d :  2 / 1 4 / 8 6
R e f e r r e d :  S t a t e  A f f a i r s
a n d  F i n a n c e

B Y  H A N L E Y , A D A M S , R I N G S T A D ,  
P E T T Y J O H N ,L A R S O N ,P E A R C E , 
C O L L I N S ,J E N K I N S ,P H I L L I P S , 

1 IN T H E  H O U S E  M A R R O U  A N D  T A Y L O R

2 H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 606

3 IN  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  . S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4 F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to art i n  p u b l i c  p l a c e s . "

7 B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A SKA:

8 * S e c t i o n  1. A S  3 5 . 2 7 . 0 2 0 ( c )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

9 (c) At [LEAST O N E  P E R C E N T  OR, IN T H E  C A S E  OF A  R U R A L  S C H O O L

10 F A C I L I T Y ,  AT] least o n e - h a l f  of one p e r c e n t  of  the c o n s t r u c t i o n  cost

11 of a b u i l d i n g  or f a c i l i t y  a p p r o v e d  f or c o n s t r u c t i o n  by  the l e g i s l a t u r e

12 a f t e r  S e p t e m b e r  1, 1977, w i l l  be  r e s e r v e d  f or the f o l l o w i n g  p u r p o s e s :

13 the d e s i g n ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  m o u n t i n g  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of  w o r k s  of art

^  ^ 14 in a school, o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g ,  court b u i l d i n g ,  v e s s e l  of the m a r i n e

15 h i g h w a y  system, or o t h e r  b u i l d i n g  or f a c i l i t y  w h i c h  is s u b j e c t  to

16 s u b s t a n t i a l  p u b l i c  use.

17 *  Sec. 2. AS  3 5 . 2 7 . 0 2 0 ( g )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

18 (g) T h e  a r c h i t e c t ,  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  d e p a r t m e n t ,  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a

19 S t a t e  C o u n c i l  on  the A r t s  s h a l l  e n c o u r a g e  the u s e  of s t a t e  c u l t u r a l

20 r e s o u r c e s  in  [THESE ART] w o r k s  of art u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  a n d  shall

21 s e l e c t  [THE S E L E C T I O N  OF] A l a s k a  r e s i d e n t  a r t i s t s  fo r  the c o m m i s s i o n

22 of t h ese art works.

23 * Sec. 3. A S  4 4 . 2 7 . 0 6 0 ( b )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

24 (b) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of a d e p a r t m e n t  r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  t he d e s i g n

25 an d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a b u i l d i n g  o r  f a c i l i t y  s h all d e p o s i t  i nto the art

26 in p u b l i c  p l a c e s  f u n d  o n e - h a l f  of one p e r c e n t  of the c o n s t r u c t i o n  cost

27 of a b u i l d i n g  or f a c i l i t y  if the b u i l d i n g  or f a c i l i t y  is e x e m p t  f r o m

28 the r e q u i r e m e n t s  of A S  35.27 a nd the e x e m p t i o n  is b e c a u s e

29 (1) the e s t i m a t e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  cost of the b u i l d i n g  or

-1" HB 606



c
1 f a c i l i t y  is less tha n  $ 2 5 0 , 0 0 0 ;  or

2 (2) the b u i l d i n g  o r  f a c i l i t y  is n ot d e s i g n e d  f or substan-

3 tial p u b l i c  use.

c
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Representative Alyce Hanley 
FROM: Scott Sutherland, Staff 
DATE: February 12, 1986

RE: Sectional Analysis- HB 606, "An Act relating to Art In public
places."

Pursuant to your request I have prepared this sectional analysis of 
HB 606, referenced above.

SECTION 1

Section 1 of this bill amends AS 35.27.020(c):

Sec. 35.27.020(c) ART REQUIREMENTS FOR PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND 
FACILITIES—  This change brings all publicly funded art projects 
required by this section to the funding level now required In the case 
of a rural school facility, at least one half of one percent of the 
construction cost. Currently, construction of state buildings and 
facilities other than rural schools are required to spend at least one 
percent of total construction cost on public art projects

SECTION 2

Section 2 of the bill amends AS 35.27.020(g):

Sec. 35.27.020(g) ART REQUIREMENTS FOR PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND 
FACILITIES—  This change would requlre the selection of Alaskan resident 
artists for corrmlsslon of art works covered in the Alaska % for Art 
program. Currently the selection of Alaskan artists Is only encouraged 
In statute.

SECTION 3

Section 3 of the bill amends AS bb. 27.060(b):

Sec. bb .27.060(b) ART IN PUBLIC PLACES FUND—  This change Instructs 
deposit Into the art in public places fund one half of one percent of 
the construction cost of a building or facility exempt from the 
requirements of the provisions of the Art Works In Public Buildings 
chapter (AS.35.27), because construction cost Is less than $250,000 or 
the facility Is not designed for substantial public use. Currently one 
percent of construction cost is deposited in this account.
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S T A T E M E N T  OF ANALYSIS 
An Act Relating to Art in 
Public Places

RE: FISCAL NOTE PREPARATION FOR: 
House Bill 606

Specific monetary impacts associated with this bill:

Based on an assumption that eligible facility construction within the
Department was to remain at its present $35 million level the bill would shift
$175,000 from the Artworks program back to the facility construction funds. 
Similarly, if eligible construction funding was to drop to say $20 million
dollars the shift would be reduced to $100,000.

On a statewide basis, and assuming that all other eligible construction costs 
(including "non-rural" school construction) total $150 million; the anticipated 
shift from Artwork funding to construction funding would yield $750,000.

The bill will not reduce administrative costs as associated with the program. 
These costs are fixed costs (representing media advertising, accounting, 
inspection, selection costs, management, etc.) and remain fairly constant
irregardless of the value of the Artwork. As a percentage of the value of 
the artwork, administrative costs will actually increase.
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BILL n o : 

t i t l e :

Dept, o f  T ran spo r ta t ion  8c Pub lic  IFcadliH®*

House B i l l  606 , APPROVED '[ / jw /o -^ n sp f,
• Cornrnissiojfe

An Act  R e l a t i n g  to'  Ar t  i n  P u b l i c  B>ATEJ 3 / 2 4 / 8 6  
P l a c e s  •

The  r e d u c t i o n  o f  a r t w o r k  f u n d s  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  f u n d s  t o  
b e  e x p e n d e d  on  u p g r a d i n g  o t h e r  e l e m e n t s  w i t h i n  b u i l d i n g s  o r  
f a c i l i t i e s .  T h e  p r o v i s i o n  s t a t i n g  " s h a l l  s e l e c t  A l a s k a  r e s i d e n t  
a r t i s t s "  w o u l d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  b e n e f i t  A l a s k a  a r t i s t s .

(  >
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Int r o d u c e d :  A / 3 / 8 6
R e f e r r e d :  State A f f a i r s ,
H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n s  Soci a l 
S e r v i c e s  a nd F i n a n c e

B Y  HANLEY, ADAMS, R I N G S T A D , 
P E T T YJOHN, LARSON, PEARCE, 
COLLINS, JENKINS, PHILLIPS, 
M A R R O U ,  TAYLOR, FURNACE, 
G R U E N B E R G ,  FRANK, N A V A R R E  

IN T H E  H O U S E  A N D  B O U C H E R

S P O N S O R  S U B S T I T U T E  F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 607

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  Act entitled: " A n  A ct r e l a t i n g  to s e l e c t i n g  and i d e n t i f y i n g  art in

p u b l i c  p l a c e s . "

BE  IT E N A C T E D  BY  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 3 5 .27 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 35 . 2 7 . 0 2 1 .  S E L E C T I O N  OF  ART. (a) The a r tist w h o  e x e c u t e s  

a w o r k  of a rt for a p u b l i c  school s h all be s e l e c t e d  by the s u p e r i n­

tend e n t  of the s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  in w h i c h  the p u b l i c  scho o l  is to be 

built, w i t h  the a p p r o v a l  of the s c h o o l  board. If the d e p a r t m e n t  finds 

in  the best i n t e r e s t  of the s t ate that the s e l e c t i o n  by  the s u p e r i n­

tendent of the a r t i s t  to e x e c u t e  the w o r k  of art m a y  r e sult in a cost 

o v e r r u n  to t he s t a t e  or d e l a y  of  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  the d e p a r t m e n t  s h all 

m a k e  the s e l e c t i o n  of the arti s t  in  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  the s u p e r i n t e n­

dent .

(b) E x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in (a) of this section, art p r o j e c t s  for 

p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  a nd f a c i l i t i e s  s h all be s e l e c t e d  by a m a j o r i t y  v o t e  

of a c o m m i t t e e  c o n v e n e d  by the p r o j e c t  m a n a g e r  from the d e p a r t m e n t .  

T h e  c o m m i t t e e  s h all be c o m p o s e d  of the architect, the p r o j e c t  m a n a g e r  

fro m  the d e p a r t m e n t ,  a d e s i g n e e  of t he A l a s k a  State C o u n c i l  on  the 

Arts, a d e s i g n e e  of the p r i n c i p a l  u s e r  of the p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g  or 

facility, a nd three lay m e m b e r s  of t he public. T he d e p a r t m e n t  s h all 

so l i c i t  v o l u n t e e r s  in a local p r o j e c t  a r e a  by p u b l i c  n o t ice, a nd  

ch oose the lay m e m b e r s  of the c o m m i t t e e  by  lottery f r o m  the v o l u n­

teers. B e f o r e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of s p e c i f i c  art p r o j ects, the c o m m i t t e e  

shall, a f t e r  p u b l i c  n o tice, h o l d  a h e a r i n g  to r e c e i v e  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n

-1- SSHB 607
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c

c
1 about p o t e n t i a l  art p r o j e c t s .  T he c o m m i t t e e  s h a l l  c o n s i d e r  p u blic

2 o p i n i o n  as e x p r e s s e d  at the p u b l i c  heax'ing, bu t  is n ot b o u n d  by it.

3 * Sec. 2. AS 4 4 . 2 7 . 0 6 0  is a m e n d e d  by  a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

4 (e) A w o r k  of  art that is to b e  m a d e  a p e r m a n e n t  part of a

5 b u i l d i n g  or f a c i l i t y  o w n e d  o r  l e a s e d  by the s t ate s h a l l  be i d e n t i f i e d

6 by a p e r m a n e n t  p l a q u e  i n s t a l l e d  on o r  n e a r  the w o r k  of art. The

7 p l a q u e  m u s t  c o n t a i n  the n a m e  or  t i t l e  of the w o r k  of art, the n ame of

8 the artist, the y e a r  of c o m p l e t i o n ,  a n d  the n a m e s  of the m e m b e r s  of

9 the s e l e c t i o n  committee.

10 * Sec. 3. AS 3 5 . 2 7 . 0 2 0 ( e )  and (f) a re r e p e aled.

c

SSHB 607 -2- c



MEMORANDUM

TO: Representative Alyce Hanley 
FROM: Scott Sutherland, Staff 
DATE: April 3, 1986

RE: Sectional Analysis- SSHB 607, "An Act relating to selecting and
Identifying art in public places."

Pursuant to your request I have prepared this sectional analysis of SSHB 
607, referenced above.

SECTION 1

Section 1 of this bill creates a new section, 35.27.21:

Sec. 35.27.021 SELECTION OF ART —  This section requires art 
executed in public schools to be selected by the superintendent with 
approval of the school board. This is already In the statutes. It has 
been modified slightly at the request of Legislative Legal Services for 
clarification and grammar purposes only. The last section of the bill 
would repeal the current statute, AS 35.27.020(f).

This section also requires that except for the art projects in 
schools covered above, art projects in public buildings and facilities 
shall be selected by the majority vote of a seven member ccomittee 
consisting of a DOT/PF project manager, the architect, a designee of the 
Alaska State Arts Council, a designee of the principal user, and three 
lay members of the public. Public members would be selected at random 
from a list of volunteers from the locality where art project Is to be 
placed. The art project selection committee shall hold a public hearing 
to receive testimony on a potential art project. The art project 
selection ccrrmittee is not bound by opinions expressed at the hearing .

SECTION 2

Section 2 of the bill amends AS AA.27.060:

Sec. 4A.27.060 ART IN PUBLIC PLACES FUND—  This change would 
require the placement of a permanent plaque works of art installed under 
this program. The plaque must contain the name or title of the 
artwork,the artist's name, the year of completion, and the names of the 
committee members that selected the work. Currently the statute directs 
that the artist (not the work) is selected by the DOT/PF architect after 
consulting with the Alaska State Council on the Arts and the principal 
user. The last section of this bill repeals the current statute, AS 
35.27.060(e).

SECTION 3

Section 3 of the bill repeals the current AS 35.27.020(e) and (f)
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p c r f / P F
STATE ME NT  OF ANALYSIS RE: 
An Act Relating to Selecting 
and Identifying Art in Public 
Places

Specific tasks required by the bill which are not presently carried out by the
Department or the Alaska State Council on the Arts include:

(1) The solicitation and random selection of three lay members of the public at 
large.

(2) The holding of a public hearing to receive input and opinion about potential 
art projects.

(3) Identification of selection committee (through the use of a plaque) on all 
permanently mounted Artwork.

Anticipated Costs:

The predominant cost associated with items 1 and 2 above is that of media 
advertisement. The costs are expected to be minimal and should be funded from 
the administrative contingency presently provided to the Council. Costs for a 
public hearing should also be insignificant since many of the committee members 
are volunteers and Departmental costs could be borne by CIP funds. The plaque 
should be considered a support amenity and ancillary to the cost of the Artwork.

Language Changes:

A modification is needed at line 28, page 1, so as to enable the Department and 
the Council to better control administrative costs. In cases of projects which 
have relatively smail Artwork budgets (say $2500 to $5000) and are also at very 
remote locations, the administrative costs can often greatly exceed the price of 
the Artwork. For such instances the public hearing portion of the bill should be 
modified to read "the committee or a selected contingency thereof". This would 
permit a smaller group, most likely the local community members and perhaps a 
Council representative, to hear the public testimony. Such evidence could then 
be summarized (or tape recorded) for review by the entire committee prior to 
making the Artwork selection. Substantial travel savings would result.

Additional language (following line 3, page 2) requiring Departmental review and 
approval of all Artwork agreements is needed to replace similar language within 
AS 35.27.020(e) which this bill would delete. The Letter of Understanding 
between the Department and the Council relies heavily on the Department's 
approval of the Artwork agreement as a method of "checks and balances". 
Dropping such approval requirements would result in extensive negotiations and a 
rewrite of a new agreement.

FISCAL NOTE PREPARATION FOR 
House Bill 607

3 /< 2 5 /8 4 >

/ 2 <?e 2  o - f  2 .
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Associated Students University o f  A laska (907 ) 4 74 -7 3 55

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a -Fa i r b a n k s
Fairbanks, Alaska 99775-0220

r l a r c n  1 8 ,  1 9  8*5

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A l y c e  H a n l e y  
4J07 S e n t w o o d  C i r c l e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A.< 9959 2

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  H a n l e y :

We a p p l a u d  y o u  a n d  o t h e r  c o - s p o n s o r s  i n  y o u r  a t t e m p t  t o  
p r o v i d e  f o r  i n c r e a s e d  p u b l i c  i n v o l v e m e n t .

A t t a c h e d  i s  a c o p y  o f  o u r  \S;JA P o s i t i o n  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  was 
p a s s e d  b y  t h e  S e n a t e .

T h a n k  y o u  v e r y  m u c h ,  we w h o l e h e a r t e d l y  s u p p o r t :  y o u r  e f f o r t s .

C

l i a r l  f h o e n n e s  i l l
S t u d e n t  A s s o c i a t i o n  P r e s i d e n t

E n c l o s u r e
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Associated Students Univers ity o f Alaska (9tJ7) 474-7355

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a -Fa i r b a n k s
Fairbanks. Alaska 99775-0220 

P'JUXJio i SJ.a CiM iM x' - l is f o r  A r t  Amendmen ts

S t a t e  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A l y c e  H a n l e y  h a s  s p o n s o r e d  tw o  h i l l s  ( t l . u .  606, 
6.17) i n  t h e  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  w h i c h  w o u i d  a n e n d  t n e  "1“ f o r  a r t "  
p r o g r a m  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w a y s :

1 . A r t  s e l e c t i o n  w o u l d  be  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  w o r k s  d o n e  oy A l a s k a n  
A r t i s t s .

2 . " 1 o f o r  A r t "  w o u l d  oeco tne  "U.S'S f o r  A r t "  - i n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  
t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  w o u l d  b e  r e d u c e d  f r o m  1% o f  t h e  t o t a l  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  b u d g e t  t o  U .S 'S .

3. P u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  t o  r e v i e w  i t e m s  s e l e c t e d  by  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  
c o m m i t t e e s  w o u l d  be r e q u i r e d  b e f o r e  t h e  a r t  i s  p a i d  f o r  o r  
i n s t a l l e d .

4. P l a q u e s  i n d i c a t i n g  who s e l e c t e d  t h e  a r t  s n a i l  b e  i n s t a l l e d  
o n  o r  n e a r  t h e  w o r k .

WH.j r JaH ,  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  c o n c e r n  h a s  o e e n  e x p r e s s e d  among s t u d e n t s  
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  l a c k  o f  p u b l i c  i n p u t  i n  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  m a j o r  a r t  
i n s t a l l a t i o n  o n  c a m p u s ,

A i d  w i l dR dA i j ,  e x p e n d i t u r e s  o f  o v e r  o n e  h u n d r e d  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  a r e  
made w i t h  c o r a p a r a t  i v e l y  l i t t l e  p u o l i c  i n v o l v e m e n t ,

A D  >/Hua JaH , R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  H a n l e y ' s  b i l l s  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  f o r  e x t e n s i v e  
p u b l i c  i n p u t  a n d  r e v i e w  o f  p r o p o s e d  a r t  p u r c h a s e s ,

Add R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  d a n l e y . ' s  o i l l  w o u l d  g i v e  p r e f e r e n c e  co  i l a s k a . n  
a r t i s t s  i n  t h e  s e l c t i o n  p r o c e s s ,

THR ;R sd  i i  RJrioi ,/d.0 r h a c  t n e  s t u d e n t  a s s o c i a t i o n  o n  t h e
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A la s k a- P a i r b - a n k s  c am p u s  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t s  rf .-j . S'J'i and 
6) 1 h j  l e g i s l a t i o n  l o n g  p a s t  d u e ,  a n d  a p p l a u d s  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  H a n l e y  
and t h e  o t h e r  c o - s p o n s o r s  i n  t a e i r  a t t e m p t  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  i n c r e a s e d  
p u o i i c  i n v o l v e m e n t .

C a r l  Y h o e n n e s  £11 
S t u d e n t  a s s o c i a t i o n  p r e s i d e n t  
l a r c h  4, l'Jl)6

C
/
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Chevron „  l i n i
Chevron U.S.A. Inc.

i P. 0 . Drawer F, Kenai, AK 99611 Sxatows-O 0 :i—-
-• * of

P i r - — r-  l -r
Robert F. Williams . . r j U ’2
Manager, A laskan R e f in e ry  ' R r  K  « ' )
M anu factur ing  O eoa rtm en t

d i : t.

I

Mr. Christopher-K-.--Ahoy"^ 7  1
)Irector Facilities Planning and Construction 

3356 College Road •
Fairbanks,- Alaska 99701

Dear Chris,

I reviewed the April 5, 1985 memo regarding Art in Public Places - 
Student Residents. I arn not an art critic and not qualified to comment on the 
piece selected. However, as a regent responsible for the use of State Funds, 
there are some comments I would like to present.

I believe that state funding, as much as possible, should be targeted 
toward multi-use projects. This becomes even more important in an 
atmosphere of declining revenues. With this concept in mind, 1 feel state- 
funded public art should also be targeted to enhance our tourism economy. We 
need to offer Alaska visitors a unique look at our history and culture. I believe 
our state funded, pulic-art is one way to make that happen.

The average visitor is not likely to be excited about (nor remember) "a 
contemporary design reflecting the progressiveness of the State of Alaska". 
However, a visit to the Egan Center in Anchorage opens the mind to things 
like the Northern Lights and the Aleut and Eskimo cultures as crafted by 
Hoover and Olanna. This art (to me) is contemporary in a traditional Alaskan 
way. I believe the Egan Center art offers an experience of great value to both 
our residents and to our visitors.

Art lovers may question my position because it overlooks the opportunity 
to enhance our minds through exposure to contemporary, modern art. They 
also may feel limitations on public art will suppress creativity in our artists. I 
am sensitive to those concerns. My visit to New York in late September, 1980 
to visit the Piccaso Exhibit showed me the value of new expressions in art. 
However, if Piccaso were here today to design an Alaskan public-art item, I 
would request that he use an Alaskan theme or native materials, or not submit 
a design. We have been overlooking the opportunity to invest our public art 
funds in the revenue-generating tourism economy. Until we fulfill that 
priority, I feel people will have to be satisfied with The Last Nimbus, traveling 
Judy Chicago shows and private art funding to meet their modern art needs.



I apologize fo r using th is sp e c if ic  opportunity to vo ice  these  broad 
c o n c e rn s . O ther c it iz e n s  and le g is la to rs  have exp ressed  s im ila r v iew s, 
how ever no action has been taken. I b e lieve  that R eg e n ts, A d m in istra to rs and 
Em ployees o f the U n iversity  sy stem  can dem onstrate the ir se n s it iv ity  to 
d ec lin in g  revenues and maximum use o f e x ist in g  funds in many ways.
S tra te g ic  planning fo r the m ulti-use o f pub lic art i s  a good place to s ta r t . 1 
hope we w ill co n sid e r p o licy  m o d ifica tio n s that w ill help th is new d irection  
o ccu r in the U n iv e rsity .

Sincerely

R. F. Williams

R F \V :sa

c c :  D r. O'Dowd
F ellow  R egents



ANCHORAGE

SCHOOL DISTRICT
4600 DeBarr Avenue 

Pouch 6-614 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 

[907] 333-9561

WEST ANCHORAGE HIGH SCHOOL 
1700 H i l l c r e s t  D r i v e  

Anchorage ,  A la ska  99517

A p r i l  7, 1986

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A l y c e  Han le y  
1024 West 6th Avenue 
Ancho rage ,  A la ska  99501

Dear R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Han ley :

I  am w r i t i n g  t h i s  l e t t e r  t o  l e t  you knew t h a t  I  w h o l e h e a r t e d l y  
s uppo r t  y o u r  p l a n  t o  c u t  i n  h a l f  t h e  amount s p e n t  on a r t  f o r  p u b l i c  
b u i l d i n g s ,  t h a t  i s  s e t  f o r  i t s  f i r s t  h e a r i n g  on A p r i l  11, 1986, b e f o r e  
t h e  House S t a t e  A f f a i r s  Cornu . t t ee .

I  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  s t and  on t h i s  i s s u e  and t r u l y  hope t h a t  t h e  
members o f  t h e  c o im i t t e e  agree  w i t h  y ou .

S i n c e r e l y ,  [\

J J A
Howard Hosken 
P r i n c i p a l

HH/pp



\State can't afford 1
/ Dear Editor:
i For a state cost cutting mea­

sure, why don’t they do away 
with the 1-percent-ior-art policy 
until they can find someone to 
approve art that is worth spend­
ing thousands of doiiars on? Very 
few of the projects that money 
has been spent on in the past are 
worth trashing. Besides paying 
"Outside" artists mega-bucks, 
we have to spend more to have it 
hauled away after not being ac­
cepted by the public. What is

v

percent program
wrong with having a rt that looks 
like something or that you could 
recognize as being something 
specific? People, then, might be 
interested in coming to Alaska to 
see it as they now go to Europe 
to see the art treasures there. At 
least I think our legislators 
should seriously consider the bill 
introduced by Rep. Alyce Hanley 
as a step in the right direction. 

Marian M. Hill 
8300 Nadine St.

/4/s/CH.',T i M £ 5



Art lacks artistry |
Dear Editor:

I have just returned from An-
• chorage and enjoyed the beauti­

ful snowcapped mountains, gla- 
ciers and surrounding areas.

v During a tour of the Federal 
\ building it was a shock to see the
* glaring, ugly $80,000 modem art 
‘ mural which adorns that build­

ing. It was depressing to see 
when there is so much natural

/ beauty available for representa- 
* tion. Without a doubt there are 
; many Alaskan artists who could 

have painted something in keep­
ing with Alaska’s beauty.

Also while on the subject of 
art, the $27,000 shoeshine stand 
and the $80,000 red mating spid­
ers hanging from the ceiling at 
the airport are equally ugly.

Beauty is in the eye of the be- 
\ holder, but surely the members 
\ of the Arts Council could have 

done better with taxpayers' 
money at half the price.

Perhaps they could visit the 
. Sheraton Hotel to get an idea of 

true Alaskan artistry.
Alta Boling 

i  LaConner, Wash.



Basics in the world of art

c

Dear Editor: - •
Qee, golly whiz. I’m certainly 

overjoyed that'someone of Mr. 
Stephen Haycox’s credentials fi­
nally dismissed “those legions 
who actually can’t tolereate new 
and. different ideas” with his 
“One Percent for Photography” 
letter to the editor.

I.used .to be ignorant about 
art, blame it on my middle-class 
background, I guess. For in­
stance, I used to believe that to 
have the title “artist," one had to 
actually be able to draw (can you 
believe that?) or to be called 
“sculptor,” one had to be able to 
carve a reasonably recognizable 
shape from stone, wood or clay, 
(how mundane!)' . .

An innovative state like 
Alaska shouldn’t be hampered by 
having to review an artist’s qual­
ifications (or lack of same) be-.

' fore allowing them to grab some 
of that “One Percent for the 
Arts” money. After all, it’s a free. 
country, isn’t it? And what do 
those uncouth “legions” out 
there know about art, anyway?

Without the guidance of the 
educated elite, like Mr. Haycox, 
the “great unwashed” would 
likely never be exposed to inno­
vative and refined works of art. 
The sculpture “Nimbus” comes 
to mind here, along with purple 
walruses, (Lewis Carroll 
could’ve used those.)

Possibly The Anchorage 
Times will sponsor the “Stephen 
Haycox Award” for those letter 
writers who so succinctly "put 
down” those legions who are 
threatened by anything but the 
commonplace.

Bill Anton
Mile 248.5, Parks Highway



Arts funding not immune from cuts
Dear Editor:

I would like to respond to the 
article in the Sunday Times April 
6, referring to a legislative bill to 
cut art funding form 1 percent to 
one-half percent for public build­
ings, which upsets our former 
Arts Council director.

First of all, I feel this “manda­
tory funding” for art should be 
subject to budget cuts like every­
thing else, considering our pre­
sent economic problems.

Secondly, much of this so- 
called "art” is shoved down our 
throats with the idea that if you 
don’t understand it, can’t figure 
out what it is, or choke when you 
hear the price tag, than you are 
just an uneducated slob who is 
not enlightened enough to appre­

ciate it. I believe "Absurd origi­
nality” seems to be the criteria 
for choice. I believe in being 
creative, but good taste and a 
touch of beauty should be in 
there somewhere loo. Especially 
when its “our” money paving for 
it.

Thirdly, I take exception to 
Kiiiper’s comment that truck 
drivers are not qualified to be on 
the committee to choose works 
of art. I, for one, would like to 
see more truck drivers and a few 
garbagemen on the committee 
also.

At least they will know junk 
when they see it.

John Kiehn 
. 2129 Sunrise

APRIL. 10,1̂ 86



How public art is 
chosen also important

’ To the Editor:
The Empire's editorial of Febru­

ary 2nd concerning “public art” was 
pretty much on the mark. For years, 
a stream of incomprehensible ob­
jects - all publicly financed and 
having nothing to do with any aspect 
of community identity - have been 
installed statewide. Judging them as 
art and disregarding their relation­
ship within the communities, I think 
a few of the pieces have merit, oth­
ers aren't bad, but many are bad. 
Perhaps in communities where cha­
os and meaninglessness are the or­
der of the day, some of these works 
have found appropriate settings; but 
I believe that in cities and smaller 
towns which have a discernable his­
tory and an intimate relationship 
with it as well as the future, undeci­
pherable works have a shaky posi­
tion in the public’s consciousness.
It's clear that committees which are 
appointed to select art work should 
be fully aware of their community’s 
sentiments towards public art and' , 1 
act with care regarding this trust.
Not an easy task and one that takes 
some courage. Unfortunately, for J
some members, it’s merely a means \
of exercising personal influence; and 
the criterion for justifying their deci- \
sions is the snobbery of a narrow I
current fashion. (

The problems we are having with ^
public art are not isolated local 
events. Recently, in New York - *
"birthplace” of most modern Ameri- j
can artistic fashions - a similar pop­
ular revolt has been taking place. A j
rusted metal panel sculpture named /
"Tilted Arc," located in the center of 
Foley Square, was the focus of com- i
mon objection. Numerous heated \
public hearings were held and testi­
mony taken. In the end, it was re­
moved, and as a result of this major 
controversy as well as a similar one 
in St. Louis and others cropping up 
nationwide, William J. Diamond, of 1
the U.S. General Services Adminis­

tration, the body that pays for these j 
things, admitted that, "We’re learn­
ing the lessons of the battle of Foley 
Square." As a result, GSA has been 
revising acceptance procedures of 
major art commissions to include 
public consultation before allowing 
contracts to proceed.

The piece recently installed at the 
airport has caused a steady abuse of 
an earnest and dedicated artist. I 
feel that the current public outrage is 
misdirected. After all, Paul was se­
lected by a committee which evalu­
ated many proposals. It ’s selection 
was done with full knowledge of what 
it was going to get - a contract was 
issued and the artist complied with 
the contract. The work is well craft­
ed, and whether the public under­
stands or not. it has some nice things 
happening in it. The play of shape, f
color, texture and light may be t
things worth encouraging in the pub- |
lie environment. However, if after a 
suitable period of time, the public |
still feels strongly that it should be }
removed, it probably should be given \
to an institution of art or sold to a 
private collector (it would be nice if j
the artist received a percentage of \
the sale). But, please, stop picking !
on the underpaid hard-working art- )
ist. The committee which selected \ ( 
the work is allowing the artist to take ) 
all the heat; it is they who should be / 
called to task. Maybe it would be 1
constructive if they took the time to 
issue a press release to defend and 
explain their selection to the public.
The committee should spare us the 
charge of how "sophisticated" they 
thought we ought to be in Juneau, as •
was done by a committee member in 
the "Nimbus" fiasco. :

A suggestion for one policy \  
change on major future projects is 
the installation of a small plaque 
with the names of the committee ; 
members as well as those of the art- ,/ { 
ists. This would allow all to share a p x ?  
bit in the accolades - or the wrath - / '  • 
but most of all, the responsibility. /  

C ord ia lly , y f
Ed Way i
214A W. E ighth St.
Juneau , 99801 <

^ T U N E A U  E M P I R E
£ p f 2 P i \A r>\/ 1 0 ,1 9  ft/*
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Ed Way is a noted Alaskan sculptor. His life size bronzework depicting two 
gold miners at work has been a popular addition to downtown Juneau. It is 
located in front of the cruiseship dock. He obviously is in support of HB 607,

c

4 F
Bill would improve 
public art program

Sir:
I  would like to urge those who are 

interested in constructively affecting 
the selection of art for the “1 percent 
for art in public places” program to 
express their opinions on a bill pres­
ently before the Alaska House of 
Representatives. HB-607 was initiat­
ed by Rep. Alyce Hanley of Anchor­
age, and a number of legislators 
from many areas of the state.

This bill makes some additions to 
the existing legislation that would 
positively affect the participation of 
the public in that program’s art se­
lection process:

1. Paragraph (b) requires that no 
less than three of the seven members 
of the Art Selection Committee be 
lay members of the public. This is 
not presently required. The other 
members would be an Alaska State 
Council on the Arts (ASC/A) repre­
sentative, the facility architect, the 
facility project manager and a desig­
nee by ...e principal user of the pub­
lic building.

This paragraph further stipulates 
that the lay members will be select­
ed by lottery from a list of volunteers 
from the general public. This mech­
anism is intended to maximize the 
representation of the public without 
unduly encumbering the art selection 
process.

I  personally favor this structure 
because it will also inhibit 
“stacking” of a committee for any 
purpose whatever.

Another feature of this paragraph 
is that it mandates public hearings 
concerning potential art projects. 
While it would be required to hear 
the public out, the Art Selection Com­
mittee would not be bound by it. This 
is fine as long as they also take re­
sponsibility for the selection.

2. Paragraph (e) requires that a 
plaque or permanent label be in­
stalled at each artwork giving the 
name of the artist, the title of the 
work of art (some pieces are in sore 
need of that) and the names of those 
on the Art Selection Committee.

I feel that this would do much to 
assign responsibility where it most 
needs to be placed when it comes to 
art that outrages the public, which 
pays for it.

I ’d like to encourage members of

the public who feel strongly about 
many of the pieces of art which are 
being placed around the state - 70 
percent of which are done by out-of- 
state artists - to let your legislators 
know how you feel. More specifical­
ly, send a “public opinion message" 
(free) by calling 465-4548 and dictat­
ing a short civil telegram to the fol­
lowing legislators on the State Af­
fairs Committee. Don’t be parochial 
about it; send one to them all:

Katie Hurley, Chairperson.
Mike Navarre, V-Chairperson.
H.A. “Red” Boucher.
Bette Cato.
Virginia M. Collins.
Roger Jenkins.
M. Mike Miller.
I f  HB-607 gets out of State’Affairs

- and only public support will do it
- the next two committee hurdles 
it’ll have to negotiate will be 
H.E./S.S. and Finance. Then it would 
have to pass the full House, and then 
the Senate. There is little time left in 
this session. A show of public support 
will expedite this “no cost” bill.

Cord ia lly ,
Ed Way
214AW. E ighth S t.
Juneau , 99801



.• r •Airport triptych a mystery
Pear Editor:
. Ref: $40,000 triptych at air-

• poh,
Webster says a triptych is a 

set'of three panels side by side 
bearing pictures, carvings or the 
lik e—:“the like” is what I ’m not 
fam iliar with!
V Supposedly, in this case, 1) A 

. long-legged fox with hooves (and 
big ears); 2) A rooster trying to

* lay an egg, sitting behind a red- 
. headed camp robber with a half
•.dozen wings; 3) Zebra fish? 4) 

. Pot-bellied humpy; 5) Disgusted

bear. Mr. Gentry sounds like an 
art professor I once had the Uni­
versity of Washington. “Can’t 

. give you an “A," Ken, or you 
would be as good as me!"

In a letter I once wrote about 
the “Drip Cloth” in the federal 
building, (still waiting for the art 
work to show) I suggested an 
Alaskan- artist such as Fred 
Machetanz be commissioned to 
maybe do a triptych of his works.

KenKrasselt 
; 4950 Nottingham
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An ‘a r t’ museum
in Juneau’s future?

Dear Edito r:
I  can just see it - many years 

from now the city of Juneau opens its 
own world class “art” museum and 
proudly displays a collection featur- | 
ing some of the most bizarre exam- i 
pies ever crafted by man. Ardent 
connoisseurs rush from Paris, 
Frankfurt and Rome. No? How about 
Wrangell, Ketchikan or Petersburg?

Seriously though, which lapse of 
sanity was it that inspired our as­
sembly members to entertain the il­
lusion that any normal traveler who 
visits the Juneau Airport would ever 
be intoxicated anywhere near a level 
sufficient for sharing even their 
slightest amount of delirious amuse­
ment for this most recently acquired 
“magnum opus?”

Loft speech lo ss
Bob  C ro teau , J r .
P .O . B ox  2 8 2 5
Juneau , 99803
P.S. A note to pilots: Don't let 

your prospective passengers catch 
you staring at this thing or you’ll be 
departing Juneau for the friendly 
skies alone.

(_t
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Why not a ‘Wall of 
Fame’ for airport?

Doar Ed ito r :
In re Mr. Steve Smith’s letter of 5 

February 1986, his comments about 
what he terms “non-representational 
art” fits conclusively with my earlier 
expressed comment about pseudo-in­
tellectuals getting their joilies by 
terming such atrocities as our air­
port fiasco ‘‘art." It ain’t.

Now I have a suggestion which 
will calm the storm and it would bem— 
"Wall of Fame" featuring aircraft 
representing the history of aviation 
in Alaska. No place under the flag 
owes more to Orville and Wilbur 
than Alaska and I would also urge 
our city and borough assembly to 
commission Douglas-born Herb Bon- 
nett to do the honors. Anyone who 
has seen his paintings of Grumman 
Gooses and PBYs will get my point 
here.

Then we should also have, on an 
adjoining wall, pictures of such early 
day luminaries in the Southeast Alas­
ka aviation world as Shell Simmons, 
Alex Holden, Bob Ellis and Bud 
Bodding. All but Mr. Holden are still, 
blessedly, with us and as founders of 
what is now Alaska Airlines (al­
though not responsible for current 
management) and deserve to be hon­
ored. Bodding, incidentally, is one of 
that long line of airline captains to 
have graduated from Juneau High School.

There is nothing new about this 
suggestion. Anchorage International 
Airport has paintings of famed Alas­
kan bush pilots (including Simmons 
and Ellis) hung on the walls of its 
terminal building. They have also 
had the good taste to not have “non- 
representational art" displayed un­
less one can count graffiti as same.

And, Mr. Smith, I moved to Alas­
ka 44 years ago "to live in a place 
where everything is real and under­
standable” and that does not include 
eating "franchised burgers." Meet 
me at Taguchi’s Tea House, where 
they display a painting by John Cam­
eron Asp. another local boy who 
made good in the real world - of art 
that is.

S in c e re ly ,
Vorn M e tc a l f e
3333 Now e l l  A ve . ,
No. 203
Ju n e a u .  99flni 1

'Z fU N E A V  m P l R l  

10/
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Name offered for ,?-• ••
airport’s artwork . .  . ' '

Editor, *«?•*
I notice by the story that Betsy' 

Longenbaugh authored" under thei 
heading of "Taking flight with air-1 
port artwork" that the piece wasi 
“untitled.” As the one who felt Nim-i 
bus was misnamed and should have 1 
been entitled. “Bow off of Ferry! 
Grounded at Prince Rupert,” I have 
figured out nomenclature for our lat­
est trauma. ■ •: •• -v ■

It should be entitled "Sunrise at 
Sheep Creek,” since somewhere in 
the collage I note what appears to be 
faint sunlight plus any number of fin- gerlings. I'm checking with the pro­
prietor of the Sheep Creek hatchery, 
Ladd Macaulay, to see if he might 
have lost some prior to turning them 
loose to fend for themselves.

!’m moved to paraphrase a Su­
preme Court justice and will by add­
ing that " I can't define art but I 
know it when I see it.” If some of our 
pseudo intellectuals would please re­
sist getting their jollies'by picking 
such pieces I will promise not to sup­
port a bill to repeal the 1 percent for 
art bit in public buildings.

Like the Nimbus creator, Mr. 
Gardinier also needs a plumb bob for 
his iron work. If we must keep this 
latest artistic folly on the airport
premises might I suggest it be 
placed in the older part of the termi­
nal. My visit on Jan. 18 showed no j 
one but one passenger waiting. Sun-1 
rise on Sheep Creek might cut down I 
on the boredom for the air taxi oper- j
ators as well

S incn ro ly , j 
Vorn M o tca l fe  i 

3333 Nowo l l ,  No. 208 J 
Junonu , 99801 J

J"JM EA L) 
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The following letters to the Editor of the Juneau Empire demonstrate 

a history of dissatisfaction with the Public Art program.
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Rie Munoz,a longtime Alaskan artist indicated in a Letter to the Editor that 
she would prefer something more of a representational replacement done by an 
Alaskan artist to replace the abstract, NIMBUS, crafted in the Lower 48 by 
outside artist Robert Murray.

c £ r  ztsxne 
-z iz a vo ! 2

'.'i,t.:us ?ons. Ifca roverr.or's 
u.-nnrtu-a r.cposnted *•? cactce on a 
revtseasne.nhasinreerrcecsais: (!) 
.. stt-tueof Governor E'tan, fiit a war 
memorial, i::) a Jifi-size bronze sculp­
ture r i  -n Alaska brtnvn jjsar by 
Juni&u iuiii't ’Vrilcn.

" :n for t‘.:s bro-.Tn tear and. here 3 
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tls::a. briny ;t even more ii:e.

Cor. ar.r.aaen ites numerous mayniti- 
cer.t, harem statues hor.onn" royauty one statesmen ss wei! as war memo­rials. but the cniy statue tr.ere tnat is known v.oridvvide is tr.e "Little .Mer- 
ir .W  statue curetted cn a rsch near the harcor. it has csotured t i t s  in- s^nanono: everyone. i thir.b :r,2 Vnl- i:n bronze cao’- w ii .-..iso cao:ur<* me 
tmaytnattcn of .1 unouuttes and vat tors aiike.■Ve hove 5it2 opportunity to express 
cur preference a: a mcatnu to ne held 
eartv in January, if vou ear. t ?.nena 
pi ease writs a letter with vnur ocLnten to Care! Dinner, iscard c:'Commit;- 
owns, in cars o: the CfSca of the Gov­
ernor. rumen a . Juneau. ll'ilOl.
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Nimbus shows" 
weak selection

Dear Editor:As the lendy dissenting member of 
the Aiarka State Council cn the Arts d uring the JTunbu3 days, I want to ccm- 
piiroent you an your editorial of Dec. 2Lsfc-
R y protest wss ag2isst the method 

and the manner in vrrdcfa the artist was chosen and tin elimination of ALL 
Alaskan artists by the clever phrase “an artist of national reputation.” 
Although Alaska indian Arts, Inc. has done many fine works of art, we were 
shut out as "we don't want totem 
poles" even though tbs doorto die gov­ernor’s office and the door to the IBM 
Building in Anchorage showed we could do more than fine totemic art.

The National Endowment convinced the council executive director that it 
would suppiy $20,003 if the state would 
match it. The Art Council was then 
conned into putting up 310 ,and the 
Public Works (the Court) the remain-., ing 510,000. Three “nationally known" 
artists submitted slides of thcr works, all, almost the same kind of "hard to 
understand" stuff. Artists like Joe

Prinriope (jp) and Joan Bugbee of Cordova have done great works.
Even when the 17 tons of sted were 

shipped, it was somenow lost in a Seat­tle warehouse, rather th a n  have it a r ­
rive while the Legislature was still in session.

My last two years on the Cound I was one which placed Alaska Indian Arts, Inc. cn the blacklist and we were writ­
ten off as a principal grantee. Regula­
tions, mast of which didn't exist, were adjusted so that such things as “in 
kind" assistance could not be used, 
although it was plainly documented 
that Alaska Indian Arts, Inc. was beng 
supplied facilities worth over C0.CC0 a year. Over 5.C03 square feet of build­
ing, equipment, beat, light, etc. were 
supplied by this "in-kind'’ was dis­allowed. ............    —

As long as the elitist concept domin­
ates the Arts Council and the present 
set-up for selecting the 1 percent public 
art recipient remains, you and the rest of us are not going to have truly Alas­kan artworks.

Sincerely, 
CariW. Briamllier 

Box 171 
Baines, 53327

Mr. Helnmlller, a former member of the State Council on the Arts Is a 
respected magistrate and founder of Southeast Alaska Inc. a non-profit art 
organization set up to promote traditional Southeast Alaska Indian art forms 
and teach young Tllngit and Haida Indians the art techniques of their cultural 
past. The totem poles In the Governor's office and In the lobby of the Court 
Bldg. were carved by this group.
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egislation proposed by Anchorage Rep. Alyce 
Hanley could do much to avoid the
misunderstandings created by the state’s Art 

in Public Places program.
Currently, 1 percent of the cost of a public building is 

set aside for artwork. It’s a good idea, but needs a little 
fine-tuning.

Rep. Hanley’s bill, which is co-sponsored by 10 other 
members of the House, may not be the most earth- 
shaking legislation to come along this year, but it 
surely would prevent the public from feeling like a 
victim of its own largesse. Time and again, people find 
themselves wondering how and why certain pieces of 
art are chosen for public buildings, be they airports, 
court buildings or other public areas. Often, a reason 
for that wonderment is the public is dealt out of the 
selection process.

What this bill does is mandate that no fewer than 
three members of the seven-member art selection 

.committee be lay members of the public. It also 
mandates public hearings on the selection of an artist 
to do the work.

Further, it requires a plaque or permanent label be 
installed identifying the artist, the title j f  the work and 
the names of the members of the art selection 
committee.

This bill does two things:
• It involves the public in choosing which artwork it 

will buy to place at publicly funded buildings.
Currently, the public is confronted by artwork -  good, 
bad or indifferent -  that is chosen for it, not by it.
Then, if the public doesn’t like it, certain members of 
the arts community feel obliged to provide lectures on 
why the public should like it. The result is many people 
are plain turned off by art -  certainly not the intent of 
the public art program.

•  Second, it provides accountability. Just as 
accountability is needed in the expenditure of all other 
public funds, it is needed in public art projects. 
Providing a plaque with the people responsible for the 
project provides that accountability.

This bill, HB 607, deserves the consideration of the 
Alaska Legislature as a means of getting a good 
program back on track and keeping it there.

3 - 2 8 - 8 / p



c C h a r t  f r o m  USA TODAY 
F e b r u a r y  19, 19S6

Among t h e  50 s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t s ,
A l a s k a  r a n k s  f i r s t  i n  p e r  c a p i t a  
s p e n d i n g  o n  t h e  a r t s .  T h e  A l a s k a  
L e g i s l a t u r e  i n d i r e c t l y  a n d  d i r e c t l y  
a p p r o p r i a t e d  o v e r  $8.00 p e r  A l a s k a n  
f o r  a r t  i n  FY '86  t h r o u g h  t h e  1% f o r  
A r t  p r o g r a m  a n d  o t h e r  a r t s  p r o g r a m s .  
T h i s  i s  280% m o r e  t h a n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  
t h e  £2 r a n k e d  s t a t e  s p e n t .  A l a s k a  
s p e n t  m o r e  t h a n  t e n  t i m e s  t h e  50 
s t a t e  a v e r a g e  o f  7 9 .6£ p e r  c a p i t a .
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2S.2% in fiscal 1236;

i
: State legislative appropriations •for the ens for fiscal! 
■ year 1985 were up 252% over fiscal year 1985 — 
i the highest increase since 1981 — e recent survey 
! shows. Grants are used for research, awards and 
; competitions, instruction, workshops ano develop- 
j ing artists. Alaska ranked first in per ccoita support 
; of'the arts. Arts funding for fiscal year 1955. spend- 
i ing per capita and rank based on state leg'slative 
; appropriations:

Per
; State Appropriation cacrta |
.Alabama SI,100.000 27.6C I
I Alaska $4,000,700 8X.1C I
Arizona $1,010,200 33.1C :

; Arkansas $970,694 412 C
California $11,692,000 45.6C
Colorado $940,622 29.6C
Connecticut $1,479,000 45.9C
Delaware S495.000 S0.9C
D.C. S1.673.000' 255.5C
Florida $9,761,077 ‘ 83.9C '
Georgia $2,200,588 37.7C

•' Hawaii $2237297 215.3C
Idaho $137,600 13.7C

i Illinois $7,462,701 64.8C
Indiana $1,830,576 33.3C

! Iowa $522,593 18.00
Kansas $589,711 24.2C :

' Kentucky $1,554,400 42.00 ;
Louisiana $1,397,646 31.30 I

; Maine $420,292 35.4C i
Maryland $1,697,527 43.60 I

.Massachusetts $16,379,056’ 282.50 !
Michigan $10,291,500 113.4C I
Minnesota $2,747,400 65.00 |
Mississippi $490,354 18.90 I
Missouri ;• $6,904,051 137.90 I
Montana $758,507 92.10 |

•' Nebraska $599,844 37.40 1
Nevada $174,270 19.10 !

^New Hampshire $323,O X 33.10 |
New Jersey $10,391 .OX 133.30 I
New Mexico S713.5X 50.10 |
New York $44.078.9X 248.50 I
North Carolina $3,S32,233 63.80 I
North Oakota $248,195 35.20 :
Ohio S7.5X.753 69.80 •'
Oklahoma $1,821,462 55.20 '
Oregon $445,955 16.70 ■
Pennsylvania $6.724.003 55 50 .
Rhode Island $444,357 45.20 '
Soutn Carolina S2.602.010 76.60
South Dakota $279,885 39.60
Tennessee S3.615.8X 76.70
Texas S92SO.OX 5S.00
Utah $1,553,200 95.10
Vermont $245,500 46.30
Virgin,a $1,947,855 34.60
Washington $2,235,974 51.40
West Virginia $2,117,233 10350
Wisconsin $1,154,200 n i ft*C-
Wvominn $144,605 23.3:

Total3 •5193,573,859 —
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A list of the newest state funded art creations In the Anchorage airport shows 
that most the money spent there went to non-Alaskan artists.

C
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;By  William J. Tobir

THE NEXT TIME YOU’R E OUT at the Anchorage Interna­
tional Airport, take a minute to look at the art work the state’s 
“ 1 percent for art” program has paid for with public dollars. 
The sculpture hanging from the ceiling at the end of the refur­
bished B Concourse is the work of a ftHajnl, E]a., artist, John 
Henry, and cost a nifty $30,000. Other artistlcminctions m the 
domestic terrmnaJ and their price tags: An untitled prismatic 
sculpture by Charles Ross of New York City, $130,000; an oil 
painting, “Welcome to My World,” bvAlvm Amason, of Kodiak 
and California, $40.000; an untitled~oII painting by Leon Arifler- 

—son of Anchorage, .SI9,265: and a functional steel sculpture, 
“Shoeshine Shop,” by Frank McGuire of Warrensville, Ohio, 
$27,000. ' ====-------- ---------------------

C
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Giving Art a Bad Name
GEORGE F. WILL

C

T he rising sun spreads a rug of light 
through St. Louis’s Gateway Arch 
and across a less loved artifact 11 blocks 
away. That object is a "sculpture"callcd 

•“Twain,” named after a Missouri boy who'-~ 
became a master of realism. It covers most .

, of a block and consists of eight panels of ~ 
rusting steel placed in a formation that re­
sembles a triangle drawn by a quavering 
hand. “Twain" was perpetrated by Rich-.

. ard Serra, a "postminimalist”.entrepreneur - 
who once exhibited, as art, a.97-pound pig 
in a cage. His arrogance is almost a work of’ 
art. He says: “I don’t think it is the function 
of art to be pleasing.” He thinks it is the 
function of the public to give people like him ~ 
money and space and limitless license. In 

'■ fine, the public is to pay up and shut up.
. “Twain” is, in part, your tax dollars at . 
work. The federal government chipped in.

Today there is rising over St. Louis a dark 
cloud of insurrection, a cloud as impressive 
as the one that rose over Toledo (Spain, not 
Ohio) and stirred El Greco, an artist who 
did not work in rusty metal. Some St. Loui­
sans have seen “Twain” steadily and seen it 
whole and have seen enough of it. Not since 
opposition to the Drcd Scott decision— 
Scott’s case was tried in a nearby court­
house—has there been such an admirable 
opposition movement. St. Louisans are hos­
pitable, ready to scale the skies and pluck 
out stars and strew them at your feet. But 
when provoked they are as turbulent as the 
tornadoes that frequent the region. Serra 
also is finding New Yorkers tiresome. In 
Manhattan there is a move afoot to junk 
Serra’s “Tilted Arc,” 73 tons of rusty steel 
12 feet high and stretching 120 feet across 
the plaza of a federal building. (Yes, more 
tax dollars.) It is not just an eyesore, it is a 
nuisance, impeding pedestrians.

Nowhere Is Safe: The natives are restless 
elsewhere, too. Chicagoans have never been 
considered among Nature’s hamsters— 
tame—and some of them arc up in arms 
about what they consider graffiti applied to 
the walls of a library and called a "fresco."
In a world gone wonky, nowhere is safe. In 
Paris, the artist Christo is preparing to wrap 
the most beautiful Seine bridge, the 16th- 
century Pont Neuf, in shiny beige nylon, as 
a "sculpture.” This treatment of the bridge 
is like the treatment of Michelangelo’s Picta 
at the 1964 World’s Fair, where it was illu­

minated with’flickering blue light, presum­
ably to improve it.
-Time was when artists wanted to shock 

the bourgeoisie. Today the bourgeoisie is . 
running around with open wallets, trying to 
call forth art with cash. But art is not a 
commodity like pretzels. Strong monetary 
demand for pretzels increases the supply o f" 
pretzel makers. Their products are recog­
nizably pretzels, and the best pretzel makers 
prosper. The market for art is different be­
cause the supply of good art is not similarly 
elastic. Unless, of course, you suspend all 
standards. There will be an abundance of 
fine art if you declare that fine art is any­
thing that anyone calling himself an artist 
calls fine art. One way to expand the supply

People are trying 
to call forth art 
with cash. But art 
is not a commodity 
like pretzels.

of anything is to define it so permissively 
that limiting standards evaporate and al­
most anything can be included. But as a 
19th-century politician from across the 
Mississippi River, up in Sangamon County,
111., once said: I f  I call a tail a leg, how many 
legs has a dog got? Five? No, because calling 
a tail a leg doesn’t make it a leg.

Such is the docility and gullibility of 
many city governments and corporations, it 
is almost dismaying when they decide to 
commission works of art. Of course, the 
disproportion between the large demand for 
art and the small supply of serious artists is 
not an argument against patronage. Pope 
Julius I I did posterity a favor with his "jobs 
for the boys” program for artists. His boys 
included Michelangelo and Raphael. To­
day, patrons must have considerable pru­
dence and self-confidence when the ratio of 
charlatans to serious artists is as high as it is.

Some Serra defenders say his First 
Amendment rights are being trampled. But 
the issue is not a person’s right to “express" 
his whims in rusty steel. The issue is the 
public's right not to be saddled with the

results forever. Even if the public’s hostility 
were just a whim, so what? Artists who 
peddle their whims as art, counting on an 
absence of critical standards, cannot sud­
denly claim to have rtandards superior to 
the public’s and incomprehensible to the 
public. And they cannot hide behind this 
crashing non sequitur: great innovations in 
art often have met hostility, therefore what- - 
'ever provokes hostility must be a great inno-' 
vation. Joan Mondale says the public 
should give-“Tilted Arc" time to prove its 
. “eternity.” Sounds like a long wait.

Deliciously Ironic: Today Philistines of­
ten march under the banner of anti-Philis­
tinism. Serra’s defenders stigmatize his 
detractors as a backwa rd mob slow to recog­
nize genius. This is deliciously ironic, con­
sidering that abstract art once was defended 
as “democratic." It was supposed to be art 
purged of “academicism,” art immediately 
and equally “accessible” to everyone, art 
“understood” by even the untutored eye. 
Actually, it is anti-intellectual “art” envel- i 
oped by ludicrous intellectualizing.

For example, this is how one critic “un­
derstands" Jackson Pollock’s canvases cov­
ered with drips: “Pollock’s strength lies in 
the emphatic surfaces of his pictures, which 
it is his concern to maintain and intensify in 
all that thick, fuliginous flatness . . One 
wishes that critic had reviewed Serra’s mov­
ie that featured nothing but a hand holding 
a wad of cloth at arm’s length until the arm 
was exhausted and the cloth dropped. One 
Serra fan brings his art-Babel to a rolling 
boil to praise the “savage elegance” of Ser- 
ra's “resilient” and "insistent” stuff.

Thcemptinessof postminimalist and oth­
er fads of nonrepresentational art has elicit­
ed floods of theorizing from a clerisy of 
critics. They have acquired importance as 
the assignors of importance to substanceless 
"art.” Theirs is not tiring work. The assign­
ing can be capricious because the critics are 
not inhibited by the presence of any content 
in the art they construe. The exegesis of 
effortless art is effortless. I f  human beings 
were dominoes, such critics and the artists 
they inflate would be double blanks. In 
their formative years they must have been 
spanked with rollcd-up learned journals of 
fine arts. How else explain their contempt 
for mind, and their seeming attempt to give 
art a bad name?

80 NEWSWEEK/SEPTEMBER 16, 1985
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Reaction mixed to changes I I .. i  pfe
J \  l - %  • fr , r W ’- in One Percent for Art law 11̂  ^

By DIANA BItYSON 
Staff Writer 

Local reac tio n  to a p roposal 
amending the s la te 's  One Percent 
for Art program  is as mixed os the 
public's response to artwork purch­
ased through that agency.

State law  requires that 1 percent 
ot the construction cost o( every 
public building built a l te r  June  
1975, go to pay lor artwork.

I lc p .  A ly c c  H a n le y ,  B- 
Anchorage. Is the prim ary sponsor 
ol two bills that would change that. 
Hanley wants to cut commissions 
lor a rt in public places in hall, and 
inc rease  public say  In w hat a r t 
pieces arc selected. She also wants 
to post a plaque near the artwork 
identifying the a r t and people who 
selected it, and restrict Use prog­
ram  to Alaskan artists.

Thesclection process and Uiepla- 
quc proposals come In one pack­
age, House Bill 607. The other two 
proposals a rc  listed in House 1)111 
606.

D ave Nlcholls, the visual arts 
d ire c to r for the F a irbanks  A rts 
Association, said mem bers ol the 
association 's visual arts  comm-l- 
tee met recently to discuss the bill. 
In general, he said members of the 
group support the One Percent lor 
Art program.

" I t 's  a good program Looking at 
the bill there was a certain  amount . 
o l support lor using Alaskan a ru s ts ' 
and there was a certain amount ol ' 
support lor m ore public involve- 
m en t In the  
Obviously Ih-y

the amount of money which would 
be cut.".

Nlcholls said when it comes down 
to it, the p a ir  of bills probably 
would not m eet the approval ol 
m any local nrtlsts. lie said while 
mem bers of the visual arts  com­
m ittee tire all lor the idea ol open­
ing the selection process to the pub­
lic, they tend not to give blanket 
support to restricting the program 
to Alaskans.

Personally, Nicholls would like to 
ace  le ss  d r a s t i c  m od ifica tions 
m a d e  in the  p ro g ra .a  so m ore 
statew ide a r tis ts  can qualify lor 
com m issions. Fairbanks painter 
J im  Behlkc, who testified about the 
two bills during a statewide tele- 
conlercncclasl week, is ol the same
mind.

r • ok . •« . i-'It'i;.

g  P 1" '"
of Alaska-Fairbanks' most recent 
a r t addition, as  an example.

Money lor the SHO.OOO sculpture 
"C athedra l Series VI, E lyslan ," 
came from funding designated lor 
three UAF buildings: Duckcring, 
the new addition to the main cam ­
pus library, and Signers Hall. Ely- 
sian  w as the work ol a F lorida 
woman

"II you walk through these build 
lugs, you'll notice a lot of blank 
walls. I think they could have spent 
ton .000 on the sculpture and the rest 
In the buildings," said lichlkc, who 
do n a ted  h is  la rg e , S3.C..U two- 
paneled oil painting to the Duckcr­
ing Building a t the request ol a 
dean.

A constituent initially prumplcd 
Hanley to Introduce the two bills.

w;?r /

: W  ’ '
" S tu d e n t  G r e e t in g " —( 
A la s k a n  a r t is t  K a re n '  

• O lu n n a  scu lp ted  th is  fl4 
gu re  from  m a rb le . ', 

tticwiMiner library photo) 
\

A ccording to  Behlkc, II m ore ' What s tarted  with a request that n / k in d  olioorcclatlon. hut ore beeln..'

■Denali"—C h r is t ia n a  M a r tcn ii'  s c u lp tu re  stands in  
front of the U n iv e rs ity  of A laska M u s eum . M a rte n  is
not from  A laska . INewa-Mmcr library photoI

'Local artis ts  cannot make prop- 
osals frequently because the prop­
osals requested require work which 
most of us don't do." he said. "And 
I 'm  not talking a s  much about style 
as I am about scale and formal. 
When I get sent a proposal, it’s for 
something that weighs a ion and 
goes in front of a building in w elded 
stee l."

The pain ter would like to see. 
more artwork inside buildings in­
stead of thoso huge, outdoor sculp-

like a frivolous piece of legislation.' 
and proceeded from there,"  said 
Hanley.

Hanley Is aw are that her hills 
likely will gain support from local 
hire advocates, and tha t's just fine 
with her. i

“ I'm  also hearing that instead of 
a big $100,Ooo Job. the public can - , -

A"atL“ Trtfs.sU'c7an Dmvllo?̂ h e  va r ie tyo f'aN w T kan" i 1° do 'not £  " S o la r  B o r c a l ls ;- - T h ls  $107,000 v ,e ld e d  s te e l s c u lp tu r e  
| a j(j . . .  ' favor government dictating cultu-

much input from the public."
The executive d irec to r ol the 

Alaska State Council on Hi- Arts In 
A nchorage, C h ris tin e  IJ 'A rcy , 
thinks that if the proposals become 
law, they would bo harmful, parti­
cularly the clause restricting the 
program  to Alaskans.

" I th ink  it's im p o r ­
tant to have a va r ie ty  
o f a rtw o rk  and I do nut 
fa v o r  g o ve rnm en t dic- 
t a t in g  c u l t u r a l  
v a lu e s ,"

—Christine D'Arcy

[BE

"I  guess It's been my perception rat values," she said.
V stradd les the e x it  ram p  at the  F a irb a nk s  In te rn a t io n a l

r™ « -  . lures which, over the years, have *. ' that there arc  several projects that D'Arcy estimates CO percent of i , t -  /  : *. • • r* ,
■election p r o c e « .v‘ become the One Percent program '! . ' have been purchased recently with the commissions already arc given S ’5 -
Y  were dismayed at tradem ark. lie  used the l/n lv rrs ilv ' f  art money thnt Is not cronMnc n»v

pj-Airport.. I t  w a s  d e s ig n e d  b y  .San F r a n c is c o  a r t is t
f R obert B eh rens , */ tNe^iMtnrr library photo)........................

"My feeling is that the state of 
Alaska has funds set aside for diffe­
rent program s and no m atter uh a t 
the program is, the s la te  should be 
trying to make the best Investment 
of Us funds, and buying the hr.M 
that its money can  buy, D ’A rry 
said.

" I  think 'it would be a sham e if 
Alaska took such a parochial view 
In term s of its public a rt program ."

Hanley disagrees.
"W e’ve had tim e to nli.vorh and 

appreciate pieces dune by OtiH de 
a r t is ts ,"  she said " I t 's  tim e f»«r 
Alaskans first, tim e to s ta rt assign­
ing it to Alaskan a rtis ts  becam e 
when we say 'Alaskan u rtist.’ that 
doesn 't m ean everybody will be 
p a in t in g  a p ic tu r e  o f M ount 
M cKinley."



The Voice o f  A laska's Capital City

JUNEAU, ALASKA, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 18, 1984

-‘SS'Tbe Juneau Empire
. Now you see it, now you don't’. " ..* ' Stateerapioyeestodaypeeredout heir Capitol and Alaska Court ’Vi Building windows to watch a crew ■.It begin the job of removing Nimbus,| a green sculpture placed in the pla- 
za in 1978.- •, .%->{■ /;
The . $40,000 sculpture was . crrderedreplacedbythel3th Alaska 

Legislature, whichpassedaresolu- '■:'■■■ lion sayinga war memorial orolher piece of art should take its place.
• Once uprooted from its cement '■ base. Nimbus will be taken to the 
Department of ■ Transportation’s Switzer Creek area building and stored until a state panel decides - 
where it should be relocated. The - re 
costofremovingitisexpectedtobe about $6,000. -: H

Thegovernor-appointedcommit- tee met last week to discuss possi- C* 
blerepi.xementsforthestatueand will nave a public mealing in i iJuneau on Jan. 8 to lake testimony, vAmong the new pieces of art sug* w! gestedforthesiteareamemorlaito ** late Gov. Bill Egan, a war com- «  
mcmorative, a sculpture of a bear J f

• by local artist Skip Wallen or a tX  monument to the state’s 25th 
anniversary of statehood. .

' • Other options will be considered 
at the public meeting in January.
-Where to put Nimbus is another • 

■■lestion. Among the suggested 'Vv ; '-es are the downtown or Auke Bay "r.V 
'fereylerminais. in front of the Alas- !
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Public must be 
part of its art '

T
he issue of pub lic  art seems to be back in the 
eyes and m inds of beholders, prompted by a 
new , abstract p iece of work at the airport.

Some m em bers of the com m un ity like it very much. 
Some don't lik e  it  very m uch . Some w ish it were more 
“ rea l"  or m ore “ re levant.” Some w ish it were more 
“ representationa l” or more “Alaskan."

Aji a rgum ent could be made that for a p iece of pub lic 
artwork in  Juneau to be tru ly rea l, re levant, 
representationa l and A laskan, it  would requ ire a 
b lin k in g , high-tech neon sign somewhere in  the Capito l 

' flow er beds, flash ing in  a la rm ing  colors the minule-by- 
m inu te p r ice  o f a barrel o f Prudhoe crude.

Would that be art? Some would say so. Others would 
no doubt d isagree. And that's precisely the point. There 
w il l n ever be a p iece of pub lic  art that satisfies 
everyone. For that matter, there w ill probably never be 
a p iece o f p r iv a te ly  owned art that pleases everyone 
who v iew s it . F o r  art, artists and beholders, un iversa l 
agreem ent - a las t word on what's art, w hat’s bad art, 
what's good art - would be dead ly d u ll. For artwork, 
d u ll is indeed a four-letter word.

P ub lic  art, however, p a rticu la r ly  those re la t ive ly  ' ” - 
few p ieces that are conspicuous in  pub lic  places, 
presents a who le set of d ifferent issues than private ly 
owned artwork or artwork, say, w ith in  a pub lic  
m useum . The issues, by the way, are not confined to 
Juneau, but are be ing raised in  commun ities across the 
country.

P u b lic ly  comm issioned artwork in  pub lic  places is 
the creation of an  in d iv id ua l artist, but belongs to the 
p ub lic  and becomes part of the ir world and the ir lives.

Robert M urray , the sculptor who created the ill-fated 
“N im bu s ,” has been quoted as saying that "we cannot 
have p u b lic  art by p leb isc ite .” H e ’s correct, even if 
on ly for the p ractica l notion that p leb iscites on pub lic 
art wou ld be so unw ie ldy and possibly so inconclus ive 
that no artwork would ever result.

But that doesn’t preclude in vo lv ing  the pub lic  to a 
greater degree in the selection - the cruc ia l steps 
taken to de te rm ine what w ill belong to the pub lic .

T he se lection process by the loca l, state or federal 
governm ent should invo lve members from the pub lic , 
m ean ing  m em bers of the arts com m un ity and the 
popu lation at large . It should, furthermore, a llow  for 
pub lic  hearings and view ings of proposed pieces, to let 
artists hear the ideas of the com m un ity and g ive 
com m un ity  residents am p le opportunity to express 
themselves.

W h ile  the se lection process here usua lly invo lves a 
p ub lic  com m ittee  approach, it seems even more of an 
effort is needed i f  the com m un ity is to consider public 
artwork as its own, not imposed! but welcomed.

Yet the process also has to a llow  for artists to be 
heard, to be g iven the opportunity to talk about their 
ideas, w hy they've chosen a certa in theme, or a 
p a rt icu la r m ed ium , or a spec ific technique. They also 
deserve a chance before the ir work - created in good 
fa ith  - is dum ped upon as somehow com ing out of 
nowhere.

It comes out o f somewhere. And somewhere should 
in c lude a ve ry  v is ib le  d ia logue long before the 
pa in tbrush is app lied  to the palette.
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Nimbus, purchased for 
$40,000 Is now lying In 
a truck and equipment 
storage yard on the Old 
Glacier hWy.

It was removed frcm Its 
site after several years 
of public outcry at a 
cost to the state of 
$5 , 0 0 0 .

_ ...Nimbus may.be out of sight, 
but some of the questions 
raised by the sculpture and the 
public outcry over it should be 
kept in mind. .

Sculptor Robert Murray, in­
terviewed when Nimbus was 
installed here in 1973, com­
mented that when his artwork 
is placed in public, “I make my 
work visible to people who 
have very closed minds to the 
whole thing. I t’s not like a gal­
lery where people come to see 
art. Some people feel very 
threatened by the whole ex­
perience.”

Murray was probably more 
: prophetic than he wanted to be. 
Many people — at least many 
vocal people — just don't like 
Nimbus. Beyond that, howev­
er, numerous critics voiced re­
sentment that Nimbus w-as im­
posed, it was a stranger, it 
wasn’t really "ours.”

"Ours” doesn’t have to 
mean dull like an old warhorse. 
Public art, abstract or repre­
sentational. can be lively, 
humorous, sobering, eccentric 
or yes, even maddening, and 
still be "ours.”

It might be ours if it grows 
familiar over time. It might be 
ours if one of us — an Alaskan 
or Pacific Northwest artist — 
creates it. It might be ours if it 
somehow, some way, depicts 
something we’re somewhat 
familiar with or that both we 
and the artist care about.

But all those "ours” factors 
are elusive, as open to specula­
tion as the question of what art 

. is—ours, theirs or everyone’s.
The most obvious and direct 

way to make sure a community 
thinks of an artwork as ours is 
to make sure the selection pro­
cess is wide open to the public. 
And by public we mean the loc­

al people who will share their 
home, their community with 
the work.

A well-publicized invitation 
for public involvement should 
startatthebeginning.thedeci- 
sion on what specific type of 
artwork is wanted and where it 
wiil go, and carry through all 
the way to the call for propos­
als and review of them. Such 
public participation resulted 
in the Ed Way statue at Marine 
Park, which is definitely consi­
dered "ours” by many people 
in town.

No, every piece of public 
artwork.can't be chosen by re­
ferendum. just as every con­
troversial political issue 
doesn't go cn the ballot. Some­
one appointed or elected is 
going to have to bite the paint­
brush and make a finai deci­
sion. or the debate could rage 
forthemiilenium.

Better the public debate 
rages before the final choice, 
however, than to drag it cn for 
years after a work is in place, 
then yank it. The fate of Nim­
bus — sealed for now—should 
be seen as a cne-time occurr­
ence only, a fluke that taught 
us a lesson. The sculpture's re­
moval shouldn’t be allowed to 
set a dangerous precedent for 
what, in the future, could be 
some pretty capricious deci­
sions to remove public 
artwork.

One admonition, to indulge a 
pet peeve. It's hard to sym­
pathize with those who have 
been invited to speak prior to a 
decision and insteadopt to wait 
now and condemn later. A 
Monday Morning Picasso 
doesn'icreatemuchexcepthot 
air. And public artwork should 
be a lot more substantial and 
lasting than that.

■ : - r . •• • /%«*.<»•& •«a ...



Nimbus, the artful creation that has graced the front of 
the Alaska Court Building for nearly six years, today took 
leave of thatlocation. As workers labored to evacuate that 
magnificent ode to modem art, a tear no doubt came to the 
eye of many a Nimbus lover. After all, who in this city 
hasn't stopped a moment to marvel at its wondrous beau­
ty, its shiny green steel frame?

Alas, Nimbus is bound for a new, albeit temporary', 
location, a place where it can be better appreciated. The 
$40,COO Robert Murray sculpture will take up residence 
where .twill be sheltered from the elements. We can think 
of no better place than the Department of Transportation 
warehouse at 7 mile Glacier Highway.

But what of the public outcry that is sure to come? The 
public will inevitably seek — no, demand — the right to 
viewNimbus.Howcculdthestatedenythepublictheright 
to see that beautiful work?

We propose that the state DOTset up visiting hours at its 
warehouse so those lovers of Nimbus may see their cher­
ished objetd'art in all its splendor. Our green friend, who 
has greeted us at the start of our workday for these many 
years will be lodged with other, equal works of'art — 
snowplows and truck tires. Perhaps DOT can paint those 
plows an appropriate color to correspond to Nimbus’s 
green hue. And maybe the tires can be delicately 
arranged around it in a garden setting.

Scon, we cannot predict when, a committee of those 
wiser than we will choose a final resting place for our 
Nimbus.
.. Wherever shall it be? The Auke Bay ferry- terminal, the 
Alaska State Museum and other locations are vying for 
the privilege of displaying this masterpiece. Other sug­
gestions have been tendered as well. Channel Sanitation is 
one of the most popular.

Some people say the role of art is to evoke a response. If 
that indeed wera art’s only role. Nimbus bas filled it well. 
But art is mere, much more, than presenting viewers with 
something tocause them to react. Afterall. people react to 
car wrecks, too. Does that mean they are art?

Tomorrow, when you venture past that spot along Main 
Street once occupied by Nimbus, remember aii the reac­
tions it evoked. The suggestions that it looked like the bow 
of a ship after running aground. That it resembled the 
aftermath of a plane wreck. That it would best be used as 
an anchor.

Then ponder \yhat it would be like to have a meaningful 
piece of art there, like a memorial to Gov. Bill Egan, the 
state’s first governor, or to Alaska's war veterans.

Whichever is chosen, it is bound to be an improvement.
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‘A rt ’ In p u b l i c  p la c e s?
I  suspect I'm going to get 

into trouble with this column 
... however, that has never 
stopped me before. I ’ll preface 
by saying that I am not totally 
unsophisticated.

I  appreciate symphony, good 
poetry, fine wine and other 
things of the "semi-enlighten­
ed” life. I  am not down on the 
arts, nor artists’ rights to ex-' 
press themselves.

I  am, however, of the per­
suasion that PURCHASE of 
art or special efforts to SEE it, 
are MY option, based upon MY 
perception of the value of the 
artform. i

I  am about to take a poten­
tia l Art-In-Pub'.ic-Places pro­
cess to task, out first some 
background so you can relate 
to it, and see I have done some 
homework.

Art-In-Public-Places, com­
monly referred to as "1 percent 
Art," first became Alaskan by 
State law in 1975. Partly, be­
cause there was little public 
construction that qualified in 
the next several years, jittle 
came of it until implementa­
tion on buildings constructed 
beginning in 1980.

The only Municipal/City 
Ordinance in the State on the 
subject, Anchorage’s, came in 
1978 (Chapter 7.40.010 - .080). 
I t  also became operative in the 
1980 period, most likely given 
emphasis by ex-Mayor George 
Sullivan's “Project 80’s."

Any time Municipal money 
is spent on a structure ... even 
if  it ’s a grantfrom theState or. 
Feds which is administered by 
the Muni, and which exceeds 
$250,000, the Ordinance comes 
into play. < .You can se6 State & Federal 
results at the Federal Build­
ing, the Sullivan Sports Arena, 
the Municipal Museum, the 
ACC Aviation Complex at 
Merrill and other places.

For broad public acceptance 
of each of these items, a brief 
historical look at news stories 
as each has been unveiled, 
reveals that they are met with 
"mixed reviews" at best, 
i Here in Anchorage, the pro­
gram is administered by MS 
MOLLY B JONES, whosharcfi
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both some history of the pro­
gram and copies of the current 
Ordinance and Regulations 
7.40.001 - .0013 so I could come 
to grips with how the program 
operates, its lim its, authorities 
and jurisdictions.

The ordinance and .regula- . 
tions require that "juries” be 
selected for qualifying build­
ings over $1 million, and that 
they consist of one member 
each of the Urban Beautifica­
tion Commission, the Anchor­
age Arts Advisory Commis­
sion, the Project Designer, the 
User Department and at least 
one interested local resident 
(this one also has a member of 
the Art Selection Committee).

While this does not consti­
tute "ARTS LOADING” by 
numbers, I ’d point out that 
every member of the panel 
GETS PAID TO BE THERE, 
or does so in a planned volun­
teer program of regular dura- ■ 
tion, except the PUBLIC MEM­
BER, whose vote could easily 
be pivotal.

I also note that the regula­
tions do NOT contain any 
instructions whatsoever for'the 
following critical areas: a. In ­
vestigation and study of the 
USE of the building; b. Study 
of the FUNCTION and PUR­
POSE of the building; c. Study 
of the HISTORY of the build­
ing site and its service area; d. 
Study of the nature of the 
BUILDING OCCUPANCY or 
CONS ITTUENCY;c. Study of 
the proposed vehicular, and 
pedestrian (and Aircraft) traf­
fic flows; f. Determination of 
the building FOCUS POINT.

In  the entire ordinance and 
implementing regulations, the 
ONLY review/appeal process 
noted is the one non-selecied 
(and upset) artists use co appeal 
selection of the winning artist.

It  is to the Mayor. A ll that 
aside, I find myself precisely 
centered in the.“mixed review” 
element of our populace when 
view ing some , of the items 
placed in the name of art.

I am not qualified to judge 
the quality of most of it, gener­
a lly fa lling back on my sense 
of whether I like it or not ... 
much the same as with a new 
wine or sushi the first time.

I  admit that much of what I 
see in public art forums I find 
A RIPOFF. That's only MY 
opinion.

Itappears that "artists'.’have labored long and hard with • 
large, sometimes disgusting 
colored materials, to create 
vague things that neither en­
hance the building, nor draw 
the passer-by with any desire 
to learn more about it or art in 
general.

In other words, for me, many 
are a big turnoff. Two excep­
tions are the sculpture in the 
ACC complex stairway, which 
I have identified as relating to 
early, al-beit unsuccessfu l, 
flight; and the g ian t lock- 
wushers in the front yard, 
appropriate, it would appear, 
to a Maintenance cbmplex. . .
. Many folks with whom I have 
talked simply ignore the large, •

See DESIGNS, Page 13r
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r
 obtrusive blob* which gener­

ally block snow removal.crowd 
control and pood photographs 
of the particular structure. • 
••l.am first to odmit that I 
could learn much about art if I 

H r  • hod (he time, money and in*
• clinstion. My questions would 

be, however."isit the function 
of Artin Public Places to thrust 

. 12th generation obacunties 
.down the throata of the masses 

•* r -fxs  some effort to convert them 
. ‘ to art appreaalion? Are wo
• being Riven art (hat ia idenli- - 

fied,cJassificd and selected for
. * us,' the many, by the 'Rifted 

few''so that we may be lifted 
• ’ r* qut of our pig trough of exist-.
**• ence in spile of ourselves?"

' I  Let's Ret this down to specif- 
lea, hopefully relating to flying 

. and aircraft: The Public Avia­
tion Facility at Merrill Field is 

• in final design now by McCool-.
* ^  _ McDonald, Architects.

money waa'a stale 
"grant to the Muni, thua the 1 .  

percent requirement.The com*
. * znittcewasselupandhaamet 

to begin planning how the 1 
* * ^r-'percentwillbeusedonthiaone

• building (*32.000 plus/minus). 
"'Th e structure (see diagram.

- attached) will be the gateway
• * for many, many people who

will either fly in or out of 
Anchorage, or will gather to 
view aviation or meet someone 

. whohasdoneoneofthe above.
It is being designed per the | 
Master Plan, as the new "focal 
point" for the field.

•Aviation has a public fjci- 
nation index higher perhaps 
even tl.sn football! Memll. and 
indeed Alaska in general, has 
a fantastic aviation history.

C
* <Becausewe are still livingit. 

nnd becomes it is such a fast 
noving history, we are way, 
way behind preserving it in

•
 photos, art, memorabilia and 

historical aircraft. Merrill was 
named for a colorful Anchor­
age pilot (R u n ) who was killed 
in his plane after taking off 
from Memll. -  : . • '

'The building is designed to* 
give some imprrxion of flight 
with its swrpt back * ppf ■r«PC*-I

and two large wings. The cen­
t e r  glass cylinder will house an. 
historic 1920’a vnntagerr stored 

‘ aircraft.
• The walls have many desig- 

* nnted locations for photos, art 
work, displays and dioramas. 
1 anticipate that the many area 
aviation gToupa will bring in 
diaplaya. that perhaps historic
films and slides will be availa-- well.-

land — complete with a speaker so the committee-must chart 
to liaten to the F A A _  talk Jtr- the course'that the 1 percent 
pilots.' '•.*■ £  will be apent for. nnd then

There ia planning ( o f  an • i commission artist/s), make rec-
aviationthemereataurant/.bar--jommendaiionB_ and direct
for the tipper levels, like the 
famous B L U E  M A X  or the R E D  
B A R O N . If thot happens, those 
arena will be decorated like 
historic aviation facilities as.

plncement- 
There are those close to this 

development and to aviation

S e e  D E S I G N S .  Page 14

ble on video monitors.
There »s an observotion deck- 

on the "air side" for folks to 
watch planes taxi, takeoff and .

So-now comes the Building 
Art Jury.Though construction 
money is not yet located for the •
building, design is under way

Merrill Flsld Public Aviation Facility (Illustration court jay MeCooP 
McDonald ol Alaska Inc., archlttcli.) • ® Design follows theme

' Continued from Page 1 3

* in general and close to the field 
ilaelf, who see a tremendous 
opportunity to H A V E  T H E  
A R T  R E L A T E  T O  T H E  B U I L ­
D I N G , T H E  F I E L D  A N D  

. .  W H A T  I S  B E I N G  A T T E M P ­
T E D  T H E R E , and not some 
esoteric blob placed there to - you've got to be on that tiny 
somehow broaden the horizons committee.

constituency nnd. in fact, does 
whet their "boss" wants it to 
do.

Let me quote the Public 
. Review and Oversight provi* 

sions of the Art-In-Public-

lions, efiher attend their meet- 
. ingsfwhjcb must be public) or 

•ovate wniien input • or both.
I do not want to condemn 

snjnmt in aavsnce. but driv- • 
ioe and walking around

Plncea program: ZIP! You got; Anchorage and reading the 
it; if you want to impact how minsira of the first meeting, 
the building will be decorated.. hart prepared me for what 

may becoming. Hope noiL. .

C

• ;.of the gTeat unwashed masses 
; _ who come there for something 

i . - “-*clse entirely.
* The initial meeting was held.

•*.- • The lone public member, avia­
tion history buff Ted Spencer, 
suggested consideration of ex­
penditure of n portion of the 
funds on the hanging aircraft, 
its associated display and titl­
ing. * * • /

That was turned down I N ­
S T A N T L Y  by the Art leader- moke meaningfu 
ship. From reading the min- 
utes of the meeting.it appear*-

• “ that the gToup was then polar- 
‘ ized, with "them" nnd "ua."

(We're "ua"; yon know who 
,rlhero" ore!) * '*
' One would hope that they 
would really see the light, and 
N O T  attempt to moke this 
building t» shrine to art that 
has nothing to do with oir- 
croft, history or Memll Field.

I do not condemn them in 
advance, though 1 note the 
polarization. It will be up to. 
that committee's member* to * 
bridge the gaps and come up j 
with a concensus. Let me con- I 
elude, however, with o little |

.more information thot will I 
deliehtvou: P U B L I C  R E V IE W  I 

. . A N P  C O M M E N T .
When the State or Muni 

wants to build a road, change | 
zoning, build a building, or | 
other major .item, they are *

•required to develop a public-'I 
input process —  they hold i
hearings, notify adjacent prop- •
erty owners and known inter- «

• ' esled parties. I
In theory, those comments 

from the public are taken into • 
consideration in final design i 
or decision making processes.
If they arc not, then the citi­
zenry can approach the next 
level of authority and bitch 
about being ignored.

•' The whole purpose of thia 
. exercise is to see that Govern-
. b m UACTING WITH °im

* Krm.1 Lee Woodman is the  
E i m j iu *  Vi ftp President o f the 
Alas** Airmen's Association

It's only appeal ia forjhe 
artists themaelves, nn£T-not
those of .us who fund it nor- ___
those of us who will bo sub-*" and  the  Acting Chairm an and  
jected to it or pleased by it in Commissioner on the M unich  
y e a n  to come. .- pal Airports Aviation Advisory

There ia really only O N E  Conusunnia. He has been a 
review: The finished product's . Contributing Editor each issue  
acceptance in the pres* A F T E R  o f A ir Alaska since i u  in cep- 
T H E  M O N E Y  IS  S P E N T . • tionocer four years ago. He is  

.Only one other avenue re- available  at 129 20  H illside-*  
mains: I F  you care, if you con • D rive. Anchorage 99SI6;~oYT ' 

contnbu- 34S-12S6pnorto9p.ru.
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■'derogatorv"  ?nH "three wal- 
n a . i  — » ._ .e d  in early bath­
room var.::>. ' One ol the wal­
ruses boasted real tusks, which 
jutted lie::: .he center of the 
canvas, and atgp the frame sat a 
pair of puu'iux with a third puffin 
"flying”  in fr-it of the canvas. " I  
Just keep expecting to find a pile 
of bird doo on ine floor." one fed­
eral court employee told a T im e s 
reporter in 197P. ’

A m a so n ’s present tripartite 
canvas con:ir..es his brash color 
sch em e, showing two salmon

win. rat:... !... pr-j.-in-
mg a foot 0:1 from the car., as. 
chased by a bear splashing multi­
colored water. A  hlue fox takes 
up the left side, and a bald eagle 
and magpie look on.

A m a so n  flew "Welcome lo M y 
World" to Anchorage a week ago 
to m ake final adjustments at the 
Visual Arts Center. He had spent 
s even m o nths working on it at his 
OaKiand. Calif., studio.

"T h e  jteopie ai the airport 
have responded to Shaindlin’s 
saying ‘his daughter could do 
It.’ ”  said a despairing John 
Blaine Friday atiemoon. "They 
will take It down on Mondav end

jut loi.gje-ti.-c an-. Ia iu atiu e\ • 
erythingelse.”  Blame said.

“1 have neard ot nothing like 
this,”  Blaine added. “ They are 
not even giving the piece a m o­
ment to find us piace there. It's 
Just a knee-jerk response to 
something new. It’s absolutelv 
unwarranted."

According to a Nov. 4. 1979, 
T im e s article. A m 3son is pleased 
when the public is n y-d by his 
work: " I I  people just pass bvand 
not notice my work, then I’ ve ac­
complished nothing; it’s not a 
success.”
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E f f e c t  o f  a m e n d m e n t .  — T h e  1977 "D epartm ent o f  P u b lic  W orks" in 
am endm ent substitu ted  "D epartm ent o f  paragraphs (21 and (6).
Transporta tion  and P u b lic  Fa cilitie s"  for

Chapter 27. A r t  Works in  Pub lic Bu ild ings 
and Facilities.

S e c t io n  
10. Purpose
20. A r t  requ irem en ts for pub lic bu ild ings 

and fa cilities 
30. D efin ition s

§ 35.27.010 'RKS § 35.27.020

S e c . 35 .27 .010 . P u r p o s e .  T he s ta te  recogn izes i ts  re sp o n s ib ility  to 
fo ste r c u ltu re  an d  th e  a r ts  a n d  th e  n ecess ity  for th e  v iab le  developm ent 
of i ts  a r t is ts  a n d  c ra f tsm e n . T he le g is la tu re  d ec la re s  i t  to  be a s ta te  
policy th a t  a  p o r tio n  of a p p ro p ria tio n s  for c a p ita l e x p en d itu re s  be se t 
aside  for th e  a c q u is itio n  o f w o rk s of a r t  to  be u sed  for s ta te  b u ild ings 
an d  o th e r  p u b lic  fa c ilitie s . (§ 1 ch 54 SLA  1975)

Le g is la t iv e  h is to r y  re p o r t .  — F o r  IF inance ll, see 1975 Senate  Journ a l, p. 
report on ch. 54, S L A  1975 ( C S H B  133 939.

S e c . 35.27.020. A r t  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  p u b l i c  b u ild in g B  a n d  
fa c i l i t ie s .

(a) A b u ild in g  o r fac ility  co n stru c ted  a f te r  J u n e  30, 1975, or 
rem odeled  or re n o v a te d  a f te r  J u n e  3 0 ,1 9 7 5 , sh a ll inc lu d e  w orks o f  a rt, 
in c lu d in g  b u t  n o t l im ite d  to  scu lp tu re s , p a in tin g s , m u ra ls  o r objects 
re la tin g  to N a tiv e  a r t .

(b) T h e  d e p a r tm e n t, before  p re p a r in g  p la n s  a n d  specifica tions for 
b u ild in g s  an d  fa c ilitie s , sh a ll  co n su lt w ith  th e  A le sk a  S ta te  C ouncil on 
th e  A rts  re g a rd in g  th e  d e s ira b ility  of in c lu sio n  o f w orks o f a r t.

(c) A t le a s t one p e rc e n t o r, in  th e  case o f a ru r a l  school fac ility , a t 
le a s t o n e -h a lf of one p e rc e n t of th e  co n stru c tio n  cost of a b u ild in g  or 
fac ility  approved  for co n s tru c tio n  by th e  le g is la tu re  a f te r  S ep tem b er 1, 
1977, w ill be re se rv e d  for th e  follow ing pu rposes: th e  design , 
co n stru c tio n , m o u n tin g  an d  a d m in is tra tio n  of w o rk s  o f a r t  in  a  school, 
office bu ild in g , co u rt b u ild in g , vesse l o f th e  m a rin e  h ig h w ay  sy stem , or 
o th e r b u ild in g  or fa c ility  w h ich  is sub jec t to  su b s ta n tia l  public use .

(d) A b u ild in g  or fac ility  w ith  a n  e s tim a te d  co n stru c tio n  cost o f less 
th a n  S250.000 is ex em p t from  th e  re q u ire m e n ts  o f th is  c h a p te r  u n le ss  
inclusion  of w o rk s o f a r t  in  th e  design  and  co n s tru c tio n  of th e  b u ild in g  
or fac ility  is sp ec ifica lly  a u th o riz e d  by th e  d e p a r tm e n t.

(e) T he a r t i s t  w ho ex ecu te s  th e se  w orks of a r t  sh a ll  be selected  by  th e  
a rc h ite c t for th e  d e p a r tm e n t w ith  th e  approval of th e  d e p a rtm e n t, a f te r  
co n su lta tio n  w ith  th e  A la sk a  S ta te  C ouncil on th e  A rts  an d  the  
p rin c ip a l u se r  o f th e  p u b lic  b u ild in g s  or fac ilities .

£ 2 1



c
(0  T h e  a r t i s t  w ho ex ecu tes  th e se  w orks of a r t  in  th e  public schools 

sh a ll  be  se lec ted  by th e  su p e r in te n d e n t of a  school d is tr ic t in  w hich a 
pub lic  school is to be b u ilt  w ith  th e  approval of th e  school board. S hould  
th e  d e p a r tm e n t find  in  th e  b e s t in te re s t  o f the  s ta te  th a t  th e  selection  
o f th e  a r t i s t  w ho ex ecu tes  th e se  w orks o f a r t  by th e  su p e r in te n d e n t m ay 
re s u lt  in  a  cost o v e rru n  to  th e  s ta te  o r delay  o f construction , the  
d e p a r tm e n t s h a ll  m ak e  th e  se lec tio n  of th e  a r t is t  in  co n su lta tio n  w ith  
th e  su p e r in te n d e n t.

(g) T h e  a rc h ite c t, su p e r in te n d e n t, d e p a rtm en t, a n d  th e  A lask a  S ta te  
C ouncil on th e  A rts  s h a ll  en co u rag e  th e  use of s ta te  c u ltu ra l resources 
in  th e s e  a r t  w o rk s  a n d  th e  se lec tio n  of A lask a  re s id en t a r t is ts  for th e  
com m ission  o f  th e se  a r t  w orks. (§ 1 ch 54 SLA 1975; am  §§ 1, 2 ch 96 
SLA  1977; a m  §§ 1 —  4 ch 176 SLA  1980)

C r o s s  r e fe r e n ce .  — F o r  the subsections (a ) and (d), substituted
responsib ilities o f  the  A la ska  S ta te  "buildings" for "public works" in
C o u n c il on the A r ts  in the m anagem ent o f subsection (b), and in subsection (c),
the A r t  in  P ub lic Places Fu n d , see A S  substitu ted  "Septem ber 1, 1977" for "the
44.27.060. enactm ent date o f th is chapter," "a school.

E f f e c t  o f  a m e n d m e n ts .  — T h e  1977 office building, co urt building, vessel o f
am endm ent substitu ted  "or, in the case o f the m arine h ighw ay system , or other" for
a rural school fa cility , at least one-ha lf o f "the public," deleted "public" preceding
one percen t o f the co nstru ctio n  cost" for "of "facility" near the end o f the subsection,
the  overall constru ction  co st” in  subsection  and added "which is subject to substantial
(c )  and added subsections <f) and (g ). pub lic use" at the end o f the subsection.

T h e  1980 am endm ent rew rote

S e c . 35 .27 .030 . D e f in i t io n s .  In th is  ch ap te r
(1) "d e p a r tm e n t” m ean s  th e  D e p a rtm en t of T ra n sp o rta tio n  and  

Pub lic  F ac ilitie s ;
(2) "b u ild in g ” or " fa c ility ” m ean s  a  p e rm a n e n t im provem en t 

c o n stru c ted  by th e  d e p a rtm e n t; th e  te rm
(A) inc lu d es, b u t is n o t lim ited  to,
(i) schools, office b u ild in g s , an d  co u rt bu ild ings;
(ii) o th e r  b u ild in g s w hich  th e  com m issioner d e te rm in es  a re  designed 

for su b s ta n tia l  public  use;
(iii) b o a ts  a n d  vessels o f th e  m a rin e  h ighw ay  system ;
(iv) tra n sp o r ta tio n  fac ilitie s  w hich  accom m odate tra v e lin g  

p assen g ers:
(B) excludes o th e r  tra n sp o r ta tio n  facilities.
(3) "co n stru c tio n  co st” is th a t  cost expended for th e  ac tu a l 

co n stru c tio n  of th e  fac ility , exclusive  of th e  costs of lan d  acqu isition , 
s ite  in v e s tig a tio n , d esig n  serv ices, a d m in is tra tiv e  costs, e q u ip m en t 
p u rch ases  an d  a n y  o th e r  costs not specifically  in cu rred  w ith in  the  
co n stru c tio n  c o n tra c t o r co n trac ts  aw ard ed  for the  co n stru c tio n  of th e  
facility .

(4) "com m issioner"  m ean s th e  com m issioner of tra n sp o rta tio n  an d  
pub lic  fac ilities . (§ I ch 54 SLA 1975; am  3, 4 ch 96 SLA 1977; am  
E x ecu tiv e  O rd e r No. 39, § 11 (1977); a m  §§ 5, 6 ch 176 SLA  1980)

§ 35.27.030 A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  § 35.27.030
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* § 35.30.010 P ublic B uildings a n d W orks § 35.30.010

E f f e c t  o f  a m e n d m e n ts . — T h e  first substitu ted  "D epartm ent o f
1977 am endm ent inserted  "schools, office Transporta tion  and P u b lic  Fa cilit ie s” for
build ings, co urt bu ild ings and other "D epartm ent o f  P u b lic  W orks" in
fa cilities w h ich  are designed for paragraph (1).
substantia l pu b lic  use" in  paragraph (2) T h e  1980 am endm ent rewrote 
and added paragraph (3). paragraph (2), and added paragraph (4).

T h e  second 1977 am endm ent



S e c . 44 .27 .060 . A r t  in  p u b l ic  p la c e s  f u n d ,  (a) T h e  a r t  in  public 
p laces  fu n d  is  e s tab lish ed . T h e  council s h a ll  m a n a g e  th e  fund.

(b) T h e  co m m issioner of a  d e p a r tm e n t re sp o n sib le  for th e  design  and  
c o n s tru c tio n  o f a  b u ild in g  or fac ility  sh a ll d e p o s it in to  th e  a r t  in  public 
p laces fu n d  one  p e rc e n t of th e  co n stru c tio n  cost o f a  b u ild in g  or facility  
i f  th e  b u ild in g  o r fac ility  is ex em p t from  th e  re q u ire m e n ts  of AS 35.27 
a n d  th e  ex em p tio n  is  because

(1) th e  e s tim a te d  co n stru c tio n  cost o f th e  b u ild in g  or fac ility  is less 
th a n  $250,000; o r

(2) th e  b u ild in g  o r fac ility  is n o t desig n ed  for s u b s ta n tia l  public use.
(c) T h e  council m a y  use  th e  m oney in  th e  a r t  in  pub lic  places fund
(1) to  com m ission  o r  p u rch ase  a  w ork  o f  a r t  w h ich  is to  be m ade a 

p e rm a n e n t p a r t  of, o r p laced  on loan  in , a  b u ild in g  o r  fac ility  ow ned or 
le a se d  by  th e  s ta te  w h ich  h a s  s u b s ta n tia l  p u b lic  use; a n d

(2) to  m e e t ex p en ses  for a  com m issioned  w ork  o f  a r t  for a  b u ild ing  
o r  fa c ility  w h ich  h a s  su b s ta n tia l  public use  i f  th e  cost o f th e  w ork o f a r t  
exceeds th e  a m o u n t re se rv ed  u n d e r  A S 35.27.020(c).

(d) In  (c) o f th is  sec tion , "b u ild in g ” o r "fac ility "  m ean s
(1) a  b u ild in g  o r fac ility  of th e  s ta te , a s  defined  by  AS 35.27.030(2), 

w h ich  is  d esig n ed  for a n d  w hich is sub jec t to s u b s ta n t ia l  public  use; an d
(2) a  b u ild in g  o r  fac ility  w hich  is leased  by  th e  s ta te  an d  sub jec t to 

s u b s ta n t ia l  p u b lic  u se . (§ 8 ch 176 SLA 1980; a m  § 97 ch  59 SLA 1982)

R e v i s o r ’s  n o te s . — E n a cte d  as A S  am endm ent substitu ted  "if the build ing  or
44.19.942. R enum bered  in 1980. facility" for "which" in the in troductory

E f f e c t  o f  a m e n d m e n ts . — T h e  1982 language o f  subsection  lb).
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Katie Hurley, House of Representatives

Alaska State Legislature Pouch V 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 465-4963Chair, House State Affairs Committee
Member, Health Education & Social Services Committee
Member. Alaska Legislative Council
Member, House Special Committee on Fisheries
Member, finance Subcommittee on Corrections
Member, Joint Committee on Local Option Elections

Box 870157 
Wasilla. Alaska 99687 

(907) 376-4058

To: Senator Mitch Abood
Chair, Senate State Affairs Committee

From: Representative Katie H u r l

D a t e : May 5, 1986

S u b j : House Bill 647 - Community-Right-To-Kn ow

Attached is back-up information on House Bill 647 giving 
Alaskans the right to know the amount, location and dangers of 
hazardous chemicals being used and stored in their 
c ommunities .

.. .. v*.' *• “

Supporters of House ~ B i l l  647 include: A l a s k a  Municipal
League, State Fire Marshal, Munici p a l i t y  of Anchorage, the 
Alaska Medical Association, Department of H ea lth and Social 
Services, League of Women Voters, Alaska Public Health 
Association, Fairbanks North Star Borough, Department of Labor 
and the M a t-Su  Borough.

Please let me know if you have any questions or n e e d  additional 
information.

rac
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LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY

M E M O R A N D U M  M a y  5, 1986

SUBJECT: Sectional analysis of SCS CSHB 647CC&RA)

TO: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K a t i e  H u r l e y

FROM: E d w a r d  H. H e i n
L e g i s l a t i v e  C o unsel

Section 1 states that the legislature's intent in this bill 
is to ensure the s af ety of e m e r g e n c y  response personnel, 
permit development of a chemical profile of municipalities, 
protect the h e a l t h  and s a f e t y  of state residents and v i s i­
tors, and info rm the p u b l i c  about hazar dous materials and 
wastes. .

Sec. 2 requir es busine s s e s  or govern m e n t  agencies that 
"handle" ha zardous m a t e r i a l s  or hazardous w a s t e s  to post 
w a r n i n g  placards p r o v i d e d  b y  the division  of fire prev en t i o n  
and in accordance w i t h  D e p a r t m e n t  of P ubl ic Safety r e g u­
lations. This section also requir es the department to adopt 
the U.S.D.O.T. design for the placards, b u t  allows m u n i c­
ipalities that e s t a b l i s h  h a z a r d o u s  a m a t e rials  reporting 
p r o g r a m  to use an a l t e r n a t i v e  p l a c a r d  design if approved by 
the department. R e q u i r e s  the department to adopt r e g u­
lations for posting the placar ds and to e s t a b l i s h  a fee 
schedule to cover costs of e n forcement  and of prov iding 
placards. Fees c o l l e c t e d  b y  the department go in a separate 
account in the general fund. Defines key terms the same as 
in sec. 4 of the bill.

Sec. 3 amends AS 29.10.200 so that the r e p o r t i n g  and other 
provisions of AS 29.35 a d d e d  by this bill apply to home rule 
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s .

Sec. 4 establishes m i n i m u m  r e q uiremen ts for m u n i cipalities 
that esta blish hazardous m a t e r i a l s  and haz ardous wastes 
reporting programs. Sec. 29.35.500 requires businesses and 
government agencies to submit inventories to the m u n i c i p a l i t y  
on a form p r o v i d e d  b y  the d i v i s i o n  of fire prevention, and

• • s'f
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specifies w h a t  i nform ation must be conta i n e d  in the inventory. 
The section specifies the m i n i m u m  quantities of materi als 
and w a s t e s  that must  b e  r e p o r t e d  in the inventories. These 
quantiti es can be reduced by the divisio n of fire p reven t i o n  
or by a municipality. The section also specifies a 30-day 
limit for submitting the re port and provides for amending 
the i n v e ntory if there are additions or s ignif i c a n t  changes 
in the m a t e r i a l s  or wa stes handled. This section allows 
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  to require busin esses and g o v e r n m e n t  agencies 
to submit O S H A  M a t e r i a l  Safety Data Sheets and to impose 
requirements  outside of m u n i c i p a l  boundarie s u n d e r  certain 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s .

Sec. 29.35.510 provides for m u n i c i p a l  inspections and p e n­
alties .

Sec. 29.35.520 allows m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  to impose fees for p r o­
cessing inventories and a d m i nistering inspections.

Sec. 29.35.530 r equires the division of fire p r e v e n t i o n  to 
provide inventory  forms and summaries or lists of mat erials 
and w a s t e s  that m u s t  b e  reported. This s e ction also allows 
the divisi on and the Depart m e n t s  of E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C o n s e r v a­
tion, H e a l t h  and Social Services, and L a b o r  to obtain copies 
of inventories .submitted to m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  and to provide 
e d uca tional materials.

Sec. 29.35.540 requires m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  to m a k e  information 
colle c t e d  u n d e r  this b i l l  r e a d i l y  available to the public.

Sec. 29.35.550 makes the provisions of s e cti on 4 of the bill 
applic able to home rule and general law municipali ties.

Sec. 29.35.560 provides that the esta blishment of a m u n i c i p a l  
hazard ous mat erials a n d  hazardous w a s t e  r e p o r t i n g  p r o g r a m  
does not increase the m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  lia bility for damages 
resul t i n g  from hazardous m a t e r i a l s  or h a z a rdous waste.

Sec. 29.35.590 defines various terms us ed in the bill. A  
k e y  term, "handles," is defined sc as to exempt the r e p o r t­
ing of haz ardous mater ials or hazardous w a s t e s  that are in 
transit and already covered by federal D O T  regulations.

Sec. 5 provides a J a n u a r y  1, 1987 effective date.

E H H :mkr 
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Katie Hurley, House of Representatives

Alaska State Legislature

Chair, House Slate Affairs Committee 
Member, Health Education 4 Social Services Committee 
Member, Alaska Legislative Council 
Member. House Special Committee on Fisheries 
Member. Finance Subcommittee on Corrections
Member, joint Committee on Local Option Elections q  OI^IMUWIT Y “ R.I GHT ~ TO KFOW

FACT SHEET HB 647

Literally thousands of pounds of hazardous substances 
are shipped annually to communities across Alaska from 
Ketchikan to Kot zebue via air, rail, barge and road 
transportation. As Alaska industrializes, the likelihood 
of dangerous incidents involving hazardous chemicals 
increases. In 1984, the Alaska Health Project documented 
over 1300 accidents involving hazardous materials. The 
recent chlorine episode in Kodiak, the hydrochloric spill 
in Fairbanks and the Moose Pass situation underscore this 
fact.

With basic information about hazardous chemicals in 
their communities, firefighters, health professionals and 
the public are better able to take preventive measures 
against the dangers posed to health and safety.

HB 647 gives Alaskans the right to k n o w  the amount, 
location and unique dangers of hazardous substances being 
used and stored in their communities. As drafted, the bill 
does not requir e municipalities to enact ordinances but 
rather provides them with the authority and uniform 
guidance should they elect to do so. HB 647 also 
establishes a statewide placarding system to clearly mark 
where hazardous chemicals are being used and stored.

HB 647 eases compliance for businesses and government 
agencies that might  otherwise have to contend with varying 
reporting and posting requirements in different localities.

HB 647 does not include transportation - this issue is 
being addressed in separate legislation. It also dees not 
include the everyday person who has a few containers of gas 
and paint in the garage - the bill excludes quantities that 
do not pose significant public danger or threaten the 
safety of emergency responders.

There is no fiscal impact to the state associated w i t h  
HB 647 due to the imposition of fees by the Fire Marshal's 
Office to cover the costs of enforcement and of providing 
placards. If the residents in a community elect to enact a 
Cunauunity Right to K now program, coses associated wic'n such 
a program m a y  be offset by the imposition of fees.

Pouch V 
juneau. Alaska 99811 

(907) 465-4963

Box 870157 
Wasilla, Alaska 99687 

(907) 376-4058
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T h e  F i r e  M a r s h a l ' s  O f f i c e  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  
S a f e t y  h a s  b e e n  d e s i g n a t e d  t h e  c o o r d i n a t i n g  a g e n c y  i n  t h i s  
l e g i s l a t i o n  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  c o n t a c t  w i t h  f i r e  h a l l s  a n d  
p u b l i c  s a f e t y  o f f i c e r s  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e .

W i t h  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  HB 6 4 7 ,  A l a s k a  w i l l  j o i n  1 2  o t h e r  
s t a t e s  f r o m  N ew  J e r s e y  t o  O r e g o n  t o  e n a c t  
C o m m u n i t y - R i g h t - T o - K n o w  L a w s .

U n l e s s  t h e  n a m e s  a n d  h a z a r d o u s  p r o p e r t i e s  o f  c h e m i c a l s  
i n  a  c o m m u n i t y  a r e  p u b l i c l y  a v a i l a b l e ,  g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  
c h a r g e d  w i t h  p r o t e c t i n g  p r o p e r t y  a n d  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  a r e  l e f t  
v i r t u a l l y  b l i n d f o l d e d  w a i t i n g  f o r  a  c r i s e s  t o  o c c u r .  T h e  
a c t u a l  c o s t  o f  t h i s  i g n o r a n c e  c a n  a c t u a l l y  b e  m u c h  h i g h e r  
t h a n  t h e  p r i c e  o f  i m p l e m e n t i n g  a  l o c a l  
C o m m u n i t y - R i g h t - T o - K n o w  L a w .

S U PPO R T E R S OF HB 6 4 7  I N C L U D E :  

ALASKA M U N I C I P A L  LEAGUE 

ALASKA HEALTH P R O JE C T  

M U N I C I P A L I T Y  OF ANCHORAGE 

F AIR BANKS  NORTH STAR BOROUGH 

ALASKA P U B L I C  HEALTH A S S O C .

S T A T E  F I R E  MARSHAL 

ALASKA MEDICAL A S S O C .  

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 

MATSU BOROUGH

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S



DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY

P O S I T I O N  P A P E R  - S C S C  W f l w  ( c m )  

M a y  1, 1 9 8 6  

S U P P O R T

S C S C S H B  6 47 (C&RA) - "An A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f or

w a r n i n g  p l a c a r d s ;  e s t a b l i s h i n g  r e q u i r e­

m e n t s  a nd l i m i t i n g  l i a b i l i t y  f o r  m u n i c i­

pal r e p o r t i n g  p r o g r a m s  f or h a z a r d o u s  

m a t e r i a l s  a n d  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e ;  a nd 

p r o v i d i n g  f o r  an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  s u p p o r t s  S C S C S H B  6 47 (C&RA).

T h e  bill will p r o v i d e  a c o m m o n  f r a m e w o r k  f o r  p l a c a r d i n g  

s t r u c t u r e s  h o u s i n g  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  w a s t e s  w h i c h  will 

a l e r t  e m e r g e n c y  s e r v i c e s  r e s p o n d e r s  a n d  th e  p u b l i c  o f  p o t e ntial 

d a n g e r s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  its c o n t e n t s .

M u n i c i p a l i t i e s  w h i c h  e s t a b l i s h  p r o g r a m s  f o r  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  o f  

h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  w a s t e s ' w i l l  r e c e i v e  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e s e  

on a s t a n d a r d  i n v e n t o r y  f o r m  d e v e l o p e d  by the D i v i s i o n  o f  Fir e  

P r e v e n t i o n  and f u r n i s h e d  to the h a n d l e r s  o f  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  

an d  w a s t e s .

T h e  bill e s t a b l i s h e s  a u n i f o r m  a p p r o a c h  to a l l o w  t he r e c o g n i­

tion  a n d  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  p l a c e s  h a n d l i n g  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  

a n d  w a s t e s .
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C 0 N T I N U A T I O N  o f  F I S C A L  N O T E  A N A L Y S I S  

F o r  Bill/Resolution N o .  S C S C S H B  6 47 (C&RA)

A S S U M P T I O N S

T h e  m a g n i t u d e  o f  the h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  w a s t e s  h a n d l e d  in A l a s k a  is 

u n k n o w n ,  b u t  e s t i m a t e d  to be in t h e  t h o u s a n d s .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C o n s e r v a t i o n  e s t i m a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  b e t w e e n

5 , 0 0 0  a n d  1 0 , 0 0 0  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e  p r o d u c e r s .

T h e  p r o g r a m  will be in p o s i t i o n  to s t a r t  up on  J a n u a r y  1, 1987.

P e r s o n s  r e q u e s t i n g  p l a c a r d s  will be c h a r g e d  $ 1 0 . 0 0  e a c h ,  in o r d e r  to r e c o v e r  

c o s t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t he p r o g r a m .

A  5% i n f l a t i o n  f a c t o r  w a s  u s e d  f o r  s u c c e e d i n g  y e a r s .

C O N T R A C T U A L

7 3 3 2 2  T e l e p h o n e s  $ 1 0 0 / m o n t h

73381 P o s t a g e ,  m a i l i n g  l i sts, f o r m s ,  p l a c a r d s

7 3 5 4 0  A d v e r t i s i n g :  h e a r i n g  n o t i c e s ,  p u b l i c

a w a r e n e s s  m e s s a g e s  ...

7 3 5 6 0  P r i n t i n g :

T y p e s e t t i n g  p l a c a r d s ,  l i s t s ,  f o rms 

P r i n t  2 0 , 0 0 0  s u m m a r y  l i s t s ,  2 p a g e s  ea. 

P r i n t  2 , 0 0 0  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  l i s t s ,

1 0 0  p a g e s  ea.

P r i n t  1 0 , 0 0 0  initial i n v e n t o r y  f o r m s  

(3 pt  c a r b o n )

P r i n t  5 , 0 0 0  c o n t i n u a t i o n  i n v e n t o r y  

f o r m s  (3 pt c a r bon)

P r i n t  5 , 0 0 0  p l a c a r d s

7 3 5 6 3  S u b s c r i p t i o n s

T r a d e  J o u r n a l s

S a f e t y  S h e e t s  on M i c r o  F i c h e

T O T A L  C O N T R A C T U A L

1.2

4 . 0

2.6

1.5

1.0

5.3

0.6

0.3

2.9

0 .3

4 . 0

$ 2 3 . 7



C O N T I N U A T I O N  o f  F I S C A L  N O T E  A N A L Y S I S  

F o r  Bill/Resolution N o .  S C S C S H B  6 47 (CflRA)

S U P P L I E S

7 4 2 2 0  E d u c a t i o n a l / I n s t r u c t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  m a t e r i a l s ,

p a m p h l e t s ,  books, g u i d e s  2 .0

7 4 2 2 9  S t a t i o n e r y  & o f f i c e  s u p p l i e s  0. 4

M a i l i n g  t u b e s  f o r  p l a c a r d s  5K X $ 1 . 0 0  5.0

7 4 6 0 9  A u d i o  Visu a l  t r a i n i n g  s u p p l i e s ,  films,

v i d e o s ,  5 ea X $ 5 0 0  2.5

T O T A L  S U P P L I E S  ' J 9T9
R E V E N U E

5 , 0 0 0  p l a c a r d s  p e r  y e a r  X $ 1 0 . 0 0  50. 0

pane 3 ^ ___ 3



C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  for 

Bil l  N o .  H o u s e  Bill 6 47 (State A f f a i r s )

T i t l e  "An A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  

w a r n i n g  p l a c a r d s  and for m u n i c i p a l  

r e p o r t i n g  p r o g r a m s  for h a z a r d o u s  

m a t e r i a l s  an d  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e . "

C o n t a c t :  E i l e e n  P l ate 

4 6 5 - 2 7 0 0  

R i c h a r d  A r a b  

4 6 5 - 4 8 5 6

D a t e  March 27, 1986

C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  for H o u s e  Bill 647 p r o v i d e s  f or the p l a c a r d i n g  of  p l a c e s  

w h e r e  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e s  a re l o c a t e d ;  and f u r t h e r  

p r o v i d e s  t h a t  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  m a y  e s t a b l i s h  " c o m m u n i t y  r i g h t - t o - k n o w "  p r o g r a m s  

w i t h  r e s p e c t  to h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  an d  w a s t e s .

T he D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r  c u r r e n t l y  r e q u i r e s  e m p l o y e r s  to p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  to 

t h e i r  w o r k e r s  on t o x i c  a nd h a z a r d o u s  s u b s t a n c e s  to w h i c h  t h e y  m a y  be e x p o s e d .  

H o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  is p r e s e n t l y  no r e q u i r e m e n t  tha t  s u c h  t o x i c  a n d  h a z a r d o u s  

s u b s t a n c e s  be p l a c a r d e d  so t h a t  e m e r g e n c y  r e s p o n s e  a g e n c i e s  a re a w a r e  o f  the 

e x i s t e n c e  o f  s u c h  t o x i c  a n d  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s .  This i n f o r m a t i o n  c o u l d  be 

vital to e m e r g e n c y  r e s p o n s e  p e r s o n n e l  b e c a u s e  s uch m a t e r i a l s  a re o f t e n  v o l a­

ti l e  a n d  c a n  c a u s e  f i res to s p r e a d  f a s t e r  tha n  a n t i c i p a t e d .  The p l a c a r d i n g  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  this bill s h o u l d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a s s i s t  e m e r g e n c y  r e s p o n s i v e  

p e r s o n n e l  in p r o t e c t i n g  b o t h  the p u b l i c  a n d  p r o p e r t y .

F u r t h e r ,  t he o p p o r t u n i t y  p r o v i d e d  in the bill for m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  to e s t a b l i s h  

h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  w a s t e s  r e p o r t i n g  a n d  i n s p e c t i o n  p r o g r a m s  w o u l d  e n a b l e  

m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  to i n v e n t o r y  s u c h  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  t h e r e b y  f o c u s  a c t i o n  p l a n s ,  

i n c l u d i n g  t h e  p r o p e r  t r a i n i n g  a nd e q u i p p i n g  o f  e m e r g e n c y  r e s p o n s e  p e r s o n n e l ,  

on s p e c i f i c  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  s u b s t a n c e s  in t h e i r  j u r i s d i c t i o n s .

The D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  w o u l d  n ot h a v e  an a c t i v e  r o l e  in the 

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  f o r  H o u s e  Bill 647. H o w e v e r ,  b e c a u s e  

it d oes a f f o r d  an o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  e m e r g e n c y  r e s p o n s e  

w o r k e r s ,  the d e p a r t m e n t  s u p p o r t s  its p r o p o s e d  p r o v i s i o n s .

T h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t h a t  t he D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r  w o u l d  

p r o v i d e  in d e s i g n i n g  w a r n i n g  p l a c a r d s ,  as o u t l i n e d  in p r o p o s e d  S e c t i o n  

1 8 . 7 0 . 3 1 0 ( b ) ,  a nd in f u r n i s h i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  on h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  as o u t l i n e d  

in p r o p o s e d  S e c t i o n  A S  2 9 . 3 5 . 5 3 0 ,  w o u l d  n o t  h ave a f i scal i m p a c t  o n  the 

D e p a r t m e n t .

A P P R O V E D :

" 7
Jinr R o b i s o n ,  C o m m i s s i o n e r  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r

POSITION PAPER/Department of Labor
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P O S I T I O N  P A P E R  (AMENDED)

H O U S E  3 ILL 5 47

"An A c t  r e q u i r i n g  M u n i c i p a l i t i e s  to e s t a b l i s h  r e p o r t i n g  anc i n s p e c t i o n s  

p r o g r a m s  for h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  and h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e . "

T h i s  bill r e q u i r e s  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  to e s t a b l i s h  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  

r e p o r t i n g  and i n s p e c t i o n  p r o g r a m s  to e n s u r e  the s a f e t y  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  

w h o  m a y  c o m e  in c o n t a c t  w i t h  the m a t e r i a l s .  U n d e r  the terms o f  HB 547, 

i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  u t i l i z e  such m a t e r i a l s  m u s t  a n n u a l l y  s u b m i t  a d e t a i l e d  

i n v e n t o r y  a nd n o t i f y  the m u n i c i p a l i t y  w i t h i n  24 hours a n y  c h a nges in the 

s t a t u s  o f  the i n v e n t o r y .  In ad d i t i o n ,  s u c h  i n d i v i d u a l s  m u s t  place w a r n i n g  

p l a c a r d s  to n o t i f y  the p u b l i c  o f  the p r e s e n t s  of  the m a t e r i a l s .

P o s i t i o n

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a nd Social S e r v i c e s  s u p p o r t s  HB 6 47 and its 

i n t e n t  to p r o t e c t  the general p u b l i c  a n d  i n f o r m  e m e r g e n c y  r e s p o n s e  

p e r s o n n e l  r e g a r d i n g  th e  type and l o c a t i o n  of  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  in a 

c o m m u n i t y .  T he r i g h t  o f  p u b l i c  a w a r e n e s s  to the p r e s e n c e  of h a z a r d o u s  

m a t e r i a l s  is an e f f e c t i v e  m e a n s  o f  m i n i m i z i n g  the d a n gers. I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  

o f  this bill will be  t he r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of  the D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  

S a f e t y ,  D i v i s i o n  of F i r e  P r e v e n t i o n  a nd local m u n i c i p a l i t i e s .  The d e p a r t m e n t  

will w o r k  w i t h  th e  r e s p o n s i b l e  a g e n c i e s  to p r o v i d e  a s s i s t a n c e  in c o o r d i n a t i n g  

w i t h  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  personnel an d  o t h e r  a p p r o p r i a t e  h e a l t h  

c a r e  p r o v i d e r s .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  an d  Social S e r v i c e s  feels the 

d e v e l o p m e n t  of  g u i d e l i n e s  by  t he D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  r e l a t i n g  to 

p l a c a r d i n g  will b e  a p o s i t i v e  ste p  in d e v e l o p i n g  a u n i f o r m  s t a t e w i d e  

s y s t e m  a n d  has o u r  e n d o r s e m e n t .

R ecom m ended by: s /
E l i z a b e r n  ^ a r a ,  M'.N. "
Di r e - t o r
D i v i s i o n  o f  P u b l i c  H e a l th  

D a te :  *? / '

A p p r o v e d  by:

J o p y  R. Pugh, Comarssioner 

D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  and 

Social S e r v i c e s

D a te :  3 /  7 * /
 /—  -------
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R E S O L U T I O N  C F  T H E  A L A S K A  MUNICIPAL, L E A G U E

R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 3 6 - 0 9

A  R E S O L U T I O N  S U P P O R T I N G  S T A T E W I D E  

H A Z A R D O U S  M A T E R I A L  D I S C L O S U R E  L E G I S L A T I O N .

W H E R E A S ,  the h a n d l i n g ,  stora g e ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  use, p r o c e s s i n g ,  

a n d  d i s p o s a l  o f  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e  o c c u r s  in all 

c o m m u n i t i e s  in  A l a s k a ,  a n d

W H E R E A S , the p o t e n t i a l  i m p a c t s  o f  a c c i d e n t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  

h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e s  c a n  h a v e  d e v a s t a t i n g  i m p a c t s  on 

t h e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  a n d  t he e n v i r o n m e n t ,  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  k n o w l e d g e  o f  the t y p e s  o f  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  

h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e s  are c r i t i c a l  a n d  c e n t r a l  to a c o m m u n i t y ' s  a b i l i t y  to 

r e c o g n i z e  p o t e n t i a l l y  d a n g e r o u s  s i t u a t i o n s ,  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  f i r e f i g h t e r s ,  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  a n d  o t h e r  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  

a n d  m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  o f t e n  l a c k  t he i n f o r m a t i o n  n e c e s s a r y  to 

r e s p o n d  q u i c k l y  a n d  s a f e l y  to e m e r g e n c i e s  i n v o l v i n g  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  

a n d  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e ,  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  the p u b l i c  h a s  t he r i g h t  to k n o w  w h a t  h a z a r d o u s  

m a t e r i a l s  a n d  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e s  are in t h e i r  c o m m u n i t y ;

NCW, T H E R E F O R E ,  3E IT R E S O L V E D  t h a t  the A l a s k a  M u n i c i p a l  L e a g u e  

s u p p o r t s  t he a d o p t i o n  o f  s t a t e  e n a b l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  to a l l o w  l o cal 

g o v e r n m e n t s  to e s t a b l i s h  a H a z a r d o u s  M a t e r i a l s  D i s c l o s u r e  ( C o m m u n i t y  

R i g h t - t o - k n o w )  P r o g r a m .  S u c h  a H a z a r d o u s  M a t e r i a l s  D i s c l o s u r e  lav: 

s h o u l d  a d d r e s s  m i n i m u m  p r o g r a m  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  a m u n i c i p a l i t y ,

i n c l u d i n g ;

a. N o t i f i c a t i o n

b. P l a c a r d i n g

c. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t i n g

d. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  s e l e c t e d  m a t e r i a l s

e. E m e r g e n c y  C o o r d i n a t i o n  P r o c e d u r e s

- 35 -



TELEPHONE 
(907) jflb-U:

TO:

FROM:

DATE: 

S U B J E C T :

T h e  A l a s k a  M u n i c i p a l  L e a g u e  s u p p o r t s  t he c o n c e p t  o f  H3 547 as a n o t h e r  

p i e c e  o f  the l e g i s l a t i o n  n e e d e d  to a d d r e s s  a c r i t i c a l  a n d  g r o w i n g  t h r e a t  

to the p e o p l e  w h o  live, w o r k  a n d  v i s i t  in o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s ;  h o w e v e r ,  

w i t h o u t  a f i n a n c i a l  c o m m i t m e n t  by  the S t a t e  to f u n d  a d d i t i o n a l  m a n d a t e s  on  

l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  the mandator'/ " s h all" l a n g u a g e  r e f e r r i n g  to m u n i c i p a l  

a c t i o n  s h o u l d  be c h a n g e d  to "may". T h e  c u r r e n t  l a n g u a g e  a p p e a r s  to p l a c e  

the m a n d a t e  cn m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  to s et up  a  p o t e n t i a l l y  e x p e n s i v e  r e p o r t i n g  

m e c h a n i s m .  I n s t e a d ,  t he l a n g u a g e  s h o u l d  a l l o w  l o c a l  o p t i c n  b y  t h o s e  

c o m m u n i t i e s  a b l e  to i m p l e m e n t  suc h  a p r o g r a m .  T h e  m a n d a t o r y  l a n g u a g e  

r e q u i r i n g  the " h a n d l e " "  to r e p o r t  th e  i n f o r m a t i o n  s h o u l d  r e m a i n .  W i t h  

s u c h  a c h a n g e ,  the A M a, s u p p o r t s  the p r o g r a m ,  a n d  a p p r e c i a t e s  the w o r k  of  

the s p o n s o r s  o f  t h i s  a n d  o t h e r  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h i s  year. 

F r o m  the a t t a c h e d  r e s o l u t i o n s  d e b a t e d  a nd a d o p t e d  by  t h e  A M L  in F a i r b a n k s

in M o v e m b e r ,  the C o m m i t t e e  c an see t hat h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e  a n d  s u b s t a n c e

i s s u e  is a s i g n i f i c a n t  o n e  for m u n i c i p a l i t i e s .

In a d d i t i o n  to the r e s o l u t i o n s  a t t a c h e d ,  the f o l l o w i n g  p o l i c y  l a n g u a g e  

a p p e a r s  o n  p a g e  3 o f  t h e  A M L  1386 P o l i c y  S t a t e m e n t :

"The L e a g u e  s u p p o r t s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  p r o d u c e r s ,

s h i p p e r s ,  d i s t r i b u t o r s ,  a n d  c o m m e r c i a l  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  u s e r s  to s u b m i t  to 

a l l  a f f e c t e d  m u n i c i p a l  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  the S t a n d a r d  M a t e r i a l  S a f e t y  D a t a  

S h e e t  o n  a ll t o x i c  m a t e r i a l  p h y s i c a l  a g e n t s  b e i n g  s h i p p e d  to o r  t h r o u g h ,  

o r  stored, m a n u f a c t u r e d ,  u t i l i z e d ,  p r o d u c e d  as a b y - o r d u c t  , o r  o t h e r w i s e  

f o u n d  at a ny time, on the p r o p e r t y  o r  r i g n t s - o r - w a y  o f  a n y  e n t e r p r i s e  o r  

s i t e  w i t h i n  the m u n i c i p a l  b o u n d a r i e s . "

T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  g i v e s  the l e g i s l a t i v e  i n t e n t  a n d  s t a t u t o r y  l a n g u a g e

n e e d e d  f or the m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  a n d  the S t a t e  to w o r k  t o g e t h e r  to  b e g i n  

d e v e l o p i n g  a n d  i m p l e m e n t i n g  a " c o m m u n i t y  r i g h t  to k n o w "  p r o g r a m .  M a n y  

m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  are f a c e d  w i t h  p r o b l e m s  p r e s e n t e d  b y  c u t  a d v a n c e d ,  

i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  a n d  o f t e n  c o m p l e x  society. H3 6 7 4  b e g i n s  to a d d r e s s  t he 

p r o b l e m  b y  a l l o w i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  to be c o l l e c t e d  a n d  p o s t e d  on  the s t o r a g e  

a nd u s e  o f  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e s  a nd s u b s t a n c e s .  T h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  is o n l y  a 

p a r t  of the s o l u t i o n  b e c a u s e  w e  h a v e  n o t  a d e q u a t e l y  a d d r e s s  h a z a r d o u s  

w a s t e s  and s t a n c e s  cizar.-up, t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  d i s p o s a l  d i s p o s a l .  

S e v e r a l  o t h e r  b i l l s  a r e  b e f o r e  the l e g i s l a t u r e  thi s  s e s s i o n  w h i c h  do 

a t t e m p t  to b e g i n  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e s e  o t h e r  p r o b l e m s .

105 .MUNICIPAL WAV SUITE 301 
.JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P e t e r  Goll, C h a i r m a n

M e m b e r s  o f  the Ho':se C o m m u n i t y  a n d  P.egional A f f a i r s  C c m n i t t s  

S c o t t  A. 3 u r g e s s ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c ^ o Y ^ ^ - ^

M a r c h  5, 1986

H3 6 47 - H a z a r d o u s  W a s t e  R e p o r t i n g  a n d  I n s p e c t i o n

w E v e E .e  o f  n a t c n a l  l e a g u e  o f  c i t e s  a n o  ^ e  n a t i o n a l  a s s o c u t i c n  o f  c c o n t s s



A M L  T e s t i m o n y  o n  HH 547 
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P ac e  2

\

I w a n t  to r e i t e r a t e  t h a t  the s o l u t i o n  to the p r o b l e m s  p r e s e n t e d  by  

h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  in  o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s  is n ot for the f e d e r a l  a n d  s t a t e  

g o v e r n m e n t s  to m a n d a t e  a d d i t i o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  c n  local g o v e r n m e n t s .  

E f f e c t i v e  law s  are p a r t  o f  the s o l u t i o n ;  i n d i v i d u a l  an d  c o r p o r a t e  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  is a n o t h e r  p a rt; and, f i n a l l y ,  mor.ev, w h e t h e r  from fees a nd 

p e n a l t i e s  on  t he g e n e r a t o r  o r  fro m  s o c i e t y  as a w h o l e  in the f o r m  o f  

taxes.

O ne f i nal c o n c e r n  in r e l a t i o n  to m o n e y  t h a t  I w o u l d  r e q u e s t  the C o m m i t t e e  

a d d r e s s  in r e v i e w i n g  t h i s  a n d  o t h e r  l e g i s l a t i o n  is the a d e q u a c y  of  

t r a i n i n g  f u n d s  a n d  p r o g r a m s  to a d e q u a t e l y  p r e p a r e  l o c a l  e m e r g e n c y  r e s p o n s e  

p e r s o n n e l .  W h e t h e r  it is to be  p r o v i d e d  b y  the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  

Er.vironmentla C o n s e r v a t i o n ,  t he D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y ,  D i v i v s i c n  o f  

E i r e  P r e v e n t i o n ,  o r  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  M i l i t a r y  a n d  V e t e r a n s  A f f a i r s ,  

D i v i s i o n  o f  E m e r g e n c y  A f f a i r s ,  t r a i n i n g  in e m e r g e n c y  r e s p o n s e  a nd c l e a n - u p  

n e e d s  to b e  p r o v i d e d  s t a t e w i d e .

A g a i n ,  t h e  A M L  is in s u p p o r t  o f  K B  64 7  w i t h  p e r m i s s i v e  r a t h e r  t h a n  

m a n d a t o r y  s t a t u t e  la n g u a g e .



R e s o l u t i o n  P a s s e d  by che A l a s k a  S t a t e  M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  and 

tne A n c h o r a g e  M e d i c a l  S o c i e t y  1985

\
SU B J E C T ;  C O M M U N I T Y  R I G H T - T O - X N O W

W H E R E A S ,  h u n d r e d s  of t h o u s a n d s  of g a l l o n s  of h a z a r d o u s  s u b s t a n c e s  ar e  r e l e a s e d  

into A l a s k a n  air, lands a n d  w a t e r  by h u n d r e d s  of  d o c u m e n t e d  i n d u s t r i a l  a n d  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a c c i d e n t s  e a c h  y e a r  (1); a n d

W H E R E A S ,  r e s i d e n t s  a nd e n t i r e  c o m m u n i t i e s  m ay be e x p o s e d  to these a c c i d e n t a l l y  

r e l e a s e d  h a z a r d o u s  s u s t a n c e s  a n d  p h y s i c a l  a g e n t s  as a r e s u l t  of i n d u s t r i a l  a nd 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a c c i d e n t a l  r e l e a s e  of h a z a r d o u s  s u s t a n c e s  or  p h y s i c a l  a g e n t s ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  the p u b l i c  h e a l t h  ca n  be b e s t  s e r v e d  by  a p r e v e n t a t i v e  a p p r o a c h  w h e r e b y  

m e m b e r s  of  the g e n e r a l  c o m m u n i t y ,  e m e r g e n c y  r e s p o n d e r s ,  a n d  n e a l t h  c are p r o v i d e r s  

ha v e  a d e q u a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  the e x i s t e n c e  a n d  i d e n t i t y  of h a z a r d o u s  

s u b s t a n c e s  a n d  p h y s i c a l  a g e n t s  in their c o m m u n i t i e s ;  a nd

W H E R E A S ,  s e v e r a l  stat e s  a n d  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  hav e  a d o p t e d  o r  are c o n s i d e r i n g  for 

a d o p t i o n  c o m m u n i t y  r l g h t - t o - x n o w  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n c l u d i n g  New Jersey, C i n c i n n a t i ,  

S a n  Diego, N e w  York, C o n n e c t i c u t ,  and M a s s a c h u s s e t t s  (2); T h e r e f o r e  be it

RE S O L V E D ,  t hat the A l a s k a  S t a t e  M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  s u p p o r t s  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of 

s t a t e w i d e  a nd l o c a l  coramunicy r i g h t - t o - k a o w  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i t h  at  l e a s t  the 

f o l l o w i n g  e l e m e n t s :

a. M a n d a t o r y  r e p o r t i n g  by e m p l o y e r s  in the f o r m  of a s t a n d a r d  m a t e r i a l  s a fecy 

d a t a  s h e e t  (MSDS) to a p u b l i c  a g e n c y  s u c h  as the h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t  o r  f ire 

d e p a r t m e n t  of a ll toxic m a t e r i a l  p h y s i c a l  a g e n t s  w h i c h  may be stored,

. m a n u f a c t u r e d ,  u t i l i z e d ,  p r o d u c e d  as a by p r o d u c t ,  t r a n s p o r t e d  to or from, 

o r  o t h e r w i s e  f o u n d  a t  a n y  time on  the p r o p e r r y  or  r i g h t  of w ay of any 

e n t e r p r i s e  or site; and

b. Ful l  a c c e s s  by  the g e n e r a l  public, h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r s ,  a nd e m e r g e n c y  

r e s p o n d e r s  to this p u b l i c  i n f o r m a t i o n ;  a nd

c. An a s s o c i a t e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m  f or e m p l o y e r s ,  the g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  

c a r e  p r o v i d e r s ,  e m e r g e n c y  r e s p o n d e r s ,  a n d  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a nd 

o f f i c i a l s ;  a n d

d. S u f f i c i e n t  f u n d i n g  f o r  the l e g i s l a t i o n  to be f u l l y  e f f e c t i v e .

(1) 3 a 3 e d  o n  d a t a  p r o v i d e d  the A l a s k a  H e a l t h  P r o j e c t  by the A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  of 

E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C o n s e r v a t i o n

(2) W o r o b e c ,  MR, e t  al. C h e m i c a l  R i g h t - T o - X a o w  R e q u i r e m e n t s :  F e d e r a l  a n d  State 

Laws a n d  R e g u l a t i o n s  - A Status Report. B u r e a u  of  N a t i o n a l  A f f a i r s :  

W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.D, 1984.



R e s o l u t i o n  P a s s e d  by che A l a s k a  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  A s s o c i a t i o n  1935 

A D V O C A T I N G  C O M M U N I T Y  R I G H T - T O - X N O W  L E G I S L A T I O N

T h e  A l a s k a  P u D l i c  H e a l t h  A s s o c i a t i o n :

N o t i n g  tha t  h u n d r e d s  of t h o u s a n d s  of g a l l o n s  of h a z a r d o u s  s u b s t a n c e s  a r e  r e l e a s e d  

into A l a s k a n  air, lands a n d  w a t e r  by h u n d r e d s  of  d o c u m e n t e d  i n d u s t r i a l  a nd 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a c c i d e n t s  e a c h  y e a r  [ 1 J ; a n d

O b s e r v i n g  that n o t  o n l y  w o r k e r s  ma y  be e x p o s e d  to t h ese a c c i d e n t a l l y  r e l e a s e d

h a z a r d o u s  s u b s t a n c e s  a n d  p h y s i c a l  a g e n t s ,  b u t  tha t  n e a r b y  r e s i d e n t s  a n d  e n t i r e

c o m m u n i t i e s  m a y  be e x p o s e d  as a r e s u l t  of i n d u s t r i a l  a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a c c i d e n t a l  

r e l e a s e  of h a z a r d o u s  s u b s t a n c e s  o r  p h y s i c a l  a g e n t s ;  a n d

R e c o g n i z i n g  tha t  the p u b l i c  h e a l t h  c a n  be b e s t  s e r v e d  by a p r e v e n t i v e  a p p r o a c h  

h e r e b y  m e m b e r s  of the g e n e r a l  c o m m u n i t y ,  e m e r g e n c y  r e s p o n d e r s ,  a n d  h e a l t h  care

p r o v i d e r s  h ave a d e q u a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  the e x i s t e n c e  a n d  i d e n t i t y  of

h a z a r d o u s  s u b s t a n c e s  a n d  p n y s i c a l  a g e n t s  in their c o m m u n i t i e s ;  a n d

R e c a l l i n g  that s e v e r a l  3tates a n d  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  h a v e  a d o p t e d  or  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  

for a d o p t i o n  c o m m u n i t y  r i g h t - t o - k n o w  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  N e w  J e r s e y ,  C i n c i n n a t i ,  

S an Diego, New York, C o n n e c t i c u t ,  an d  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  [21; an d

R e m e m b e r i n g  t hat A L P H A  a n d  the n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  A P H A  h a v e  a l r e a d y  g o n e  on  

re cord as s u p p o r t i n g  the p r i n c i p l e  of r i g h t - t o - k n o w  l e g i s l a t i o n  [3]; t h e r e f o r e

A d v o c a t e s ,  e n d o r s e s ,  a nd s u p p o r t s  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of b o t h  s t a t e w i d e  a n d / o r  

l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i t h  a t  l e a s t  the f o l l o w i n g  e l e m e n t s :

a. M a n d a t o r y  r e p o r t i n g  by e m p l o y e r s  in the f o r m  of a s t a n d a r d  m a t e r i a l  s a f e t y

d a t a  s h e e t  (MSDS) to a p u b l i c  a g e n c y  s u c h  as the h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t  or

f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t  of a l l  t o xic m a t e r i a l s  a n d  p h y s i c a l  a g e n t s  w h i c h  m a y  be

st o r e d ,  m a n u f a c t u r e d , u t i l i z e d ,  p r o d u c e d  as a by  p r o d u c t ,  t r a n s p o r t e d  to

or  from, o r  o t h e r w i s e  f o u n d  a t  a n y  time o n  the p r o p e r t y  o r  r i g h t  of w ay

of a n y  e n t e r p r i s e  or 3ite; an d

b. Full a c c e s s  by the g e n e r a l  p u b lic, h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r s ,  a nd e m e r g e n c y  

r e s p o n d e r s  to tnis p u b l i c  i n f o r m a t i o n ;  a nd

c. An a s s o c i a t e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m  for e m p l o y e r s ,  the g e n e r a l  p u b l i c ,  h e a l t h  

c a r e  p r o v i d e r s ,  e m e r g e n c y  r e s p o n d e r s ,  a u d  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  and 

o f f i c i a l s ;  a n d

d. S u f f i c i e n t  f u n d i n g  for tne l e g i s l a t i o n  to be f u l l y  e f f e c t i v e ;  a nd 

P r o v i d e s  that c o p i e s  of this r e s o l u t i o n  w i J l  be d i s t r i b u t e d  to:

a. T he G o v e r n o r

b. A l l  m e m b e r s  of the A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e

c. A l l  m e m b e r s  of the A L P H a

d. M a j o r  n e w s p a p e r s  in A l a s k a  in the f o r m  of a press r e l e a s e



[1] B a sed o n  d a c a  p r o v i d e d  tne A l a s k a  H e a l t h  P r o j e c t  by the A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  of 

E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C o n s e r v a t i o n .

[2] W o r o b e c ,  M.R. e t  all, C h e m i c a l  R i g h t - T o - X n o w  R e q u i r e m e n t s :  Federal an d  

S t a t e  Law s  a n d  R e g u l a t i o n s  -  A S t a t u s  R e p o r t .  3 u r e a u  of N a t i o n a l  A f f a i r s :  

W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C., 1984

[3] In s u p p o r t  of  R i g h t - T o - X n o w  R e s o l u t i o n  p a s s e d  by A L P H A ,  1983.

I n f o r m i n g  W o r k e r s  of  O c c u p a t i o n a l  H e a l t h  R i sks P o l i c y  S t a t e m e n t  a d o p t e d  by A P H A  

G o v e r n i n g  C o u n c i l ,  N o v e m b e r  2, 1977.

S u p p o r t  for the p r o p o s e d  L a b e l i n g  S t a n d a r d  of the O c c u p a t i o n a l  S a f e t y  a nd H e a l t h  

A d m l n l s t r a t l o n . P o l i c y  S t a t e m e n t  a d o o t e d  by A P H A  G o v e r n i n g  C o u ncil, O c t o b e r  22, 

1980.
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