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1 commissioner of fish and game, the commissioner shall adopt and may

2 revise a management plan for the H a t ch e r  Pass Public Use Are a  in

3 consultation w i t h  local governments and other affected state agencies.

4 The management plan adopted u n de r  tiiis section must be consistent with

5 the purposes stated in AS 41.23.100. (^A^.management plan adopted or

6 revised by the commissioner u nder this section shall be submitted to

7 the legislature wi t h i n  the first 10 days of the first regular session

8 of the legislature to convene after its adoption or revision by the

9 commissioner.

10 (d) The provisions of AS 41.23.100 - 41.23.130 do not restrict a

11 responsibility within the Hatc h e r  Pass Public Use Area of the commis-

12 sioner of fish and game, the Board of Fisheries, the Board of Game,

13 the commissioner of environmental conservation, or the commissioner of

14 public safety.

15 (e) The Hatcher Pass Public Use Are a  is closed to mineral entry

16 u n d e r  AS 38.05.185 - 38.05.275 from the effective date of this Act.

17 (f) Each v alid existing min i n g  claim on the effective date of

18 this Act remains v alid and shall continue in full force and effect

19 according to its terms.

20 (g) Except for road construction, the state may not acquire by

21 eminent domain privately owned land wi t h i n or abutting state-owned

22 land described in AS 41.23.130 but may acquire privately owned land by

23 purchase, exchange, or otherwise for inclusion in the Hatcher Pass

24 Public Use Area from willing landowners.

25 (h) Except for v alid existing rights on the effective date of

26 this Act, the commissioner of natural resources may not sell state

27 land wi t h i n  the Hatc h e r  Pass Public Use Area.

28 Sec. 41.23.120. COMPATIBILITY OF USES. (a) Except as provided

29 in this section, the commissioner may prohibit or restrict
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1 incompatible uses under the management p l a n  adopted under AS 41.23.110

2 within the state-owned land and w a t e r  d e scribed in AS 41.23.130.

3 (b) Nothing in AS 41.23.100 - 41.23.130 prohibits the Department

4 of Fish and Game from engaging in rehabilitation, e n h a r c e m e n t , and

5 development of fish and w i l dlife habitat w i t h i n  an area described in

6 AS 41.23.130 that is consistent w i t h  the purposes stated in AS 41.23.-

7 100. (  St*

8 (c) The commissioner may not restrict lawful fishing, hunting,

9 or trapping rights allowed under a r e gulation of the Board of

10 Fisheries or the Board of Game w i t h i n  the Hatch e r  Pass Public Use

11 Area.

12 (d) The commissioner shall designate routes for motorised and

13 nonmotorized access wi t h i n  or across the H a t c h e r  Pass Public Use Area.

14 (e) The commissioner of public safety and the commissioner of

15 fish and game shall have necessary access for fish and game manage-

16 ment, research, and enforcement purposes.

17 (f) If the commissioner determines that a use is incompatiDle

18 w i t h  one or more other uses in a port io n  of the Hatc h e r  Pass Public

19 Use Area, the commissioner shall state in the management plan adopted

20 or revised under AS 41.23.110

21 (1) each determination of incompatibility;

22 (2) the specific area w here the incompatibility is deter-

23 mined to exist;

24 (3) the time w it h i n  w h i c h  the incompatibility is determined

25 to exist; and

26 (4) the reasons for each d e t ermination of incompatibility.

27 Sec. 41.23.130. H A T C H E R  PASS PUBLIC U S E  AREA. The vacant and

28 unappropriated state-owned land and w a t e r  and the state land and w ater

29 acquired in the future that lie w i t h i n  the boundaries described in
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this section are designated as the H a t c h e r  Pass Public Use Area, are 

reserved for all uses compatible w it h  their prim ar y  function as public 

use land, and are assigned to the Department of Natural Resources for 

control ard management:

Township 19 North, Range 1 East, Seward M e ri d i a n

Section 1: NW1/4NW1/4, N W 1 / 4 N E 1 / 4 N W 1 / 4 , W1/23W1/4

NW1/4, NE1/4SW1/4NW1/4 

Section 2: NE1/4, SE1/4NW1/4, SE1/4NE1/4NW1/4,

SE1/45W1/4NW1/4, SW1/4, NW1/4SE1/4, SW1/4SE1/4, 

NW1/4SE1/4SE1/4, W1/2NE1/4SE1/4, NE1/4NE1 / 4S E 1 / 4

Section 10: E1/2E1/2

Section 11: W l / 2 , NW1/4NE1/4

Section 14: Wl/2

Section 15: E1/2E1/2

Section 22: E1/2E1/2

Section 23: Wl/2

Section 26: W1/2SW1/4, SW1/4NW1/4

Section 27: E1/2E1/2

Township 20 North, Range 1 East, Seward M e r i d i a n  

Section 25: S1/2S1/2SE1/4

Section 35: SE1/4, S E 1 /4SE1/4NE1/4 

Section 36: NE1/4, SW1/4, E1/2NW1/4, SW1/4NW1/4, 

SE1/4NW1/4NW1/4, NW1/4SE1/4, NW1/'NE1/4SE1/4, 

NW1/4SW1/4SE1/4 

T o w nship 20 North, Range 2 East, Seward M e r i d ia n

Section 9: E1/2SE1/4, E 1 / 2 S W 1 / 4 S E 1 / 4 , SE1/4SE1/4NE1/4

Section 10: W1/2SW1/4, E1/2NW1/4, SW1/4NV71/4,

E1/2NW1/4NW1/4, W1/2NE1/4SW1/4, NW1/4NE1/4, NW1/4 

SW1/4NE1/4
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S ection 15: W1/2W1/2NW1/4

Section 16: SE1/4, E1/2NE1/4, E1/2W1/2NE1/4

Section 21: E1/2SW1/4, E1/2SW1/4SW1/4, SW1/4SW1/4

SW1/4, SE1/4NW1/4SW1/4, NW1/4SE1/4, W1/2SW1/4SE1/4, 

NE1/4SW1/4SE1/4, W1/2NE1/4, W1/2NE1/4NE1/4, NW1/4 

SE1/4NE1/4, SE1/4NW1/4, E 1 / 2 N E 1 / 4 N W 1 / 4 , SW1/4NE1/4 

NW1/4

Section 28: NW1/4, W1/2NW1/4NE1/4, NW1/4SW1/4,

NW1/4SW1/4SW1/4, NWL/4NE1/4SW1/4 

Section 29: E1/2SE1/4, SE1/4NE1/4, SW1/4SE1/4, Sl/2

NW1/4SE1/4, NE1/4NW1/4SE1/4, S1/2SW1/4, S1/2NE1/4 

SW1/4

Section 30: S 1 / 2 S 1 / 2 S 1 / 2 , S1/2SE1/4

Section 31: NW1/4, N1/2NE1/4, N1/2S1/2NE1/4

Section 32: N1/2NW1/4, N 1 / 2 S W 1 / 4 N W 1 / 4 , N W 1 /4 N W 1 / 4 N E 1/ 4
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S E N A T E  A M E N D M E N T

By

To:
To:

SENATE B I L L  No. s b  334 

HOUSE B I L L  No. ________

Pa g e : L i n e :

2 5

A f t e r  "period" ADD:

A  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  a d o p t e d  or  r e v i s e d  b y  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  

u n d e r  th i s  s e c t i o n  s hall be s u b m i t t e d  to the l e g i s l a t u r e  

for r e v i e w  w i t h i n  the f i r s t  10 d a y s  of  the f i r s t  r e g u l a r  

s e s s i o n  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  to c o n v e n e  a f t e r  its a d o p t i o n  

o r  r e v i s i o n  b y  the comm i s s i o n e r .

S 70
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H A T C H E R  - S B - 3 3 4

A C R E A G E :

T O T A L  A C R E S =  5 ,130 

S T A T E  O W N E D =  5 , 0 7 5  

P R I V A T E =  55

T O T A L  L E N G T H =  12.8 mi.

D I S T A N C E  A L O N G  S T R E A M  = 11.8 mi.

D I S T A N C E  A L O N G  R O A D =  6 mi.

M I N E R S  A S S O C I A T I O N  D O E S  N O T  O P P O S E  T H E  BILL. E X I S T I N G  V A L I D  

C L A I M S  R E M A I N  V A L I D :  B U T  T H E  A R E A  W O U L D  T H E N  B E  C L O S E D  T O  

M I N E R A L  EN T R Y .

T H E R E  IS N O  R E A L  M I N I N G  V A L U E  IN T H E  L I T T L E  SU. P H I L  

H O L D S W O R T H  S A Y S  T H A T  W H A T  L I T T L E  C O L O R  T H E R E  IS IS D U E  T O  

T A I L I N G S  F R O M  I N D E P E N D E N C E .  D A I L Y  N E W  A R T I C L E  L A S T  D E C E M B E R



S A I D  T H A T  IN O N E  Y E A R  A  S Q U A T T E R  G O T  O N L Y  O N E  O U N C E  O F  G O L D  

(AND T H I S  W A S  A T  F I S H O O K - D E F I N I T E L Y  B E C A U S E  O F  T A I L I N G S ) .

M A T - S U  B O U R O U G H  S U M M A R Y  O F  M I N E R A L  R E S O U R C E S  S T U D Y  D O N E  IN 

1983 S T A T E S  T H A T  P L A C E R  M I N I N G  A C T I V I T I E S  W E R E  U N I F O R M L Y  

U N S U C C E S S F U L  B E C A U S E  O F  "THE D I S T R I B U T I V E  N A T U R E  OF  T H E  G O L D  

IN T H E  G R A V E L S ,  T H E  S M A L L  G O L D  P A R T I C L E  SIZE, A N D  

P A R T I C U L A R L Y  IN T H E  C A S E  O F  T H E  L I T T L E  S U S I T N A  RI V E R ,  T H E  

T R E M E N D O U S  A M O U N T  A N D  S I Z E  O F  B O U L D E R S  I N V O L V E D . "  (PAGE 26 

O F  S T U D Y ) .

M A T - S U  B O R O U G H  IS IN S U P P O R T  O F  H A T C H E R - R E C E N T L Y  PUT 

$ 1 5 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  I N T O  A  S T U D Y  O F  T O U R I S M  P O T E N T I A L  IN T H E  A REA.

T H I S  IS N O T  A N  E F F O R T  T O  O U S T  V A L I D  M I N I N G  C L A I M S .  A N Y  

V A L I D  C L A I M S  W I L L  R E M A I N  V A L I D .  T H E  A R E A  W I L L  B E  C L O S E D  T O  

M I N E R A L  E N T R Y  A F T E R  T H I S  BILL, B U T  T H E R E  A R E  O N L Y  55



P R I V A T E L Y  H E L D  A C R E S  IN T.iE A R E A  A N D  O N L Y  T H E  S U B - S U R F A C E  

R I G H T S  W I L L  BE  A F F E C T E D  T H E R E .

S T A T E  M A Y  A C Q U I R E  L A N D  O N L Y  F R O M  W I L L I N G  L A N D O W N E R S ,  M A Y  N O T  

U S E  E M I N E N T  D O M A I N ,  E X C E P T  F O R  ROADS.

S B - 3 3 4  IS A N  I M P O R T A N T  M E A S U R E  T O  P R O T E C T  T H E  E C O N O M I C  

I M P O R T A N C E  O F  H A T C H E R  P A S S  T O  T O  T O U R I S  A N D  TO  P R O T E C T  

S A L M O N  A N D  T H E  E N V I R O N M E N T .

D N R  IS C U R R E N T L Y  T R Y I N G  T O  P R O T E C T  A G A I N S T  I L L E G A L  

T R E S P A S S E R S .  O U T  O F  T H E  E N T I R E  A R E A  S B - 3 3 4  W O U L D  I N V O L V E  

(5,130 ACRES) O N L Y  55 A R E  P R I V A T E L Y  O W N E D .
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Matanuska-Susitna Borough

SUMMARY OF 
MINERAL RESOURCES

By

Daniel E. Renshaw, P .E .
Renshaw C on su ltin g  Engineers

J u ly , 1983

A  su m m a ry  o f notabie past production and 
p ro b a b le  fu tu re  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f m e ta llic  
and industrial m ineral resources w ith in  the 
M atanuska-S usitna B orough.

Produced by The M apm akers. Palm er, A laska



years, no great production was ever recorded. 
W ith  the discovery o f the lode gold  occurrences 
beginning in 1909, interest in the placer waned. 
It was not until the late 30's that any substantial 
additional placer production occurred.

Several attem pts at placer m in in g  are 
recorded on W illo w  Creek exten din g  several 
m iles dow nstream  fro m  G rubstake G ulch and on 

the Little  Susitna River below the m outh o f 
F ishh o ok  Creek. These activities were u n ifo rm ly  

unsuccessful because o f the d istrib u tive  nature 

o f the goid in the gravels, the s m a ll gold particle 
size, and. p a rtic u ia ily  in the case o f the L ittle  

Susitna River, the trem endous a m o u n t and size 
o f boulders involved. In the early 1960's several 

ch urn -d rill holes were drilled in to  the bottom  of 
W illo w  Creek in the v ic in ity  o f the m outh o f 
G rubstake G ulch. It is reported that these 
determ ined that the placer gravels extended to a 

depth o f nearly 100 feet; indicating the 
ex is ten ce  o f a buried canyon fille d  w ith probably 

pre- and inter-g lacial gold bearing gravels.

M in in g  operations have co ntin u ed over the 
past 20  years near the confluence o f Grubstake 
G ulch. In recent years, w ith the addition o f 
m odern m in in g  equ ipm ent, these operations 

have apparently been successful. W ith the 
dram atic  increase in the price o f gold  in the late 
1970's considerable renewed interest was also 
shown in both the placers on W illo w  Creek and 
uii ilm  Little  Susitna River. M a n y  claim s were 
staked and several m in in g  attem pts have been 
m a d e ,  but t h e  o nly apparent viable operation 

( j t rem ains that o f W illia m  M rak and the Herm an 
^  Brothers at the confluence of W illo w  Creek and 

G rubstake G ulch.
Placer occurrences are also know n to be 

present on W et G ulch, the next tributary stream  

to the west, and on W illo w  Creek upstream  from  
G rubstake G ulch. In the late 1 930’s and early 
40's there was an active placer m in in g  pit on the 
hillside below the road where Upper W illo w  

Creek is crossed. Coarse gold  can still be 
panned from  the h illside gravels in that v ic in ity. 
O ther operations had previously been attem pted 
on W illo w  Creek w ithin  the five  m iles reach 

below G rubstake G ulch.
M uch o f the L ittle  Susitna River and Reed 

Creek have been staked for placer m in in g  
purposes. A lth ou g h  flo u r gold can be co nsist­

ently panned along these tw o stream s, the 
extrem ely boulderous character o f the gravels 
render it doubtful that any viable  placer m in in g  
operation w ill be possible on those stream s.

Several p ie v io u s  a ttem p ts have also been m ade 
to m in e  near the m o u th  o f F ishh o ok Creek.

The first lode discovery is credited to Robert 
Hatcher on S e p te m b e r 16, 1906. This discovery, 
and others w hich fo llow ed the next year, was 
h igh  on the ridge separating Upper W illo w  Creek 

and F ishh o ok C reek. These cla im s were later 
acquired by the A laska Free Gold M in in g  
C o m p any and m u c h  later becam e a portion of 
the c o nso lid a tion  know n as the Independence 
M in e . M o st o f the other im portant m in in g  
properties, in a d d itio n  to m any prospects, were 
discovered d u rin g  the period o f 1908 through 
1918. Rapid d ev e lo p m e n t fo llow ed close upon 
the in itia l d iscoveries and by 1914 there were 
three producing m in es equipped with seasonally 

operated w ater pow ered stam p m ills, and in at 
least one instance, a C hilean or Lane-type m ill. 
These early m ills  were ineffic ie nt at separating 
the gold fro m  the ore below about 40 m esh 

screen size. A s a consequence the finer sands 
were retained in ponds and their gold values 
later recovered by chem ical leaching.

M an y o f the early m in in g  discoveries are 
credited to the B a rth o lf brothers. However, 

som e sources indicate that certain o f these 
properties m ay have actually been discovered as 

a result o f Russian explorations. Th is  is 
d o u b tfu l. T h o u g h  u ndo cu m en ted, there is som e 
like lih o o d  that the G old B u llio n , and perhaps 
other d iscoveries, had in itia lly  been m ade by a 
group o f alien Japanese, w ho had then been 
encouraged to go search elsewhere.

In the early years the d iffic u lty  of access, 
short seasons and insuffic ient water for power 
lim ite d  the m illin g  o f ores to the su m m e r 
m on th s. Later, as access was im proved and 
m ore substantial equ ipm ent acquired, u n d e r­

ground d ev e lo p m e n t w ork was pursued during 
the w inter m o n th s  as well as the sum m er, and 
the ore sto ckp iled  for su m m e r m illin g . W hen 
substantial im p ro ve m e n ts  had been made to the 

access roads, m o re  m odern m achinery was 
installed, im p ro ve d  facilities for year-round 

liv in g  quarters were bu ilt, and diesel-electric 
engines acquired for the production of pow er, 
year-round m in in g  and m illin g  was p iactical.

M any o f the discoveries w ithin  the district 
were founded on the second or largely n o n -p ro ­
ductive sets o f ve in s. Consequently, relatively 
few o f the properties, and o n ly  those on the 
productive sets o f veins, ever became viable. 
A m o n g  those o f particular im portance (progres­
sing fro m  west to east) are the fo llow ing:

2.6



Offered: 4/21/86
Referred: Finance

Original sponsor: Kerttula

1 IN THE SENATE BY THE RESOURCES COMMITTEE

2 CS FOR SPONSOR SUBSTITUTE F O R  SENATE B I L L  NO. 334 (Resources)

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALAS K A

4 FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

5 A  B ILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to H a tc h e r  Pass Public Use Area."

7 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

8 * Section 1. As 41.23 is amended by adding n e w  sections to read:

9 ARTICLE. 2. HATC HE R  PASS PUBLIC USE AREA.

10 Sec. 41.23.100. PURPOSE. (a) The purpose of AS 41.23.100

11 41.23.130 is to establish the area desc r i b e d  in AS 41.23.130 as the

12 Hatch e r  Pass Public Use Area.

13 (b) The Hatcher Pass Public Use A r e a  is established to

C. 14 (1) provide for public r ecreation activities;

15 (2) protect and e. hance the fishery, waterfowl, and wild-

16 life resources and habitat and provide for public use of the fishery

1' and wildlife resources, including fithing, grazing, hunting, and

18 trapping;

19 (3) protect the w a t e r  quality and scenic resources wit h in

20 the Hatcher Pass Public Use Area.

21 Sec. 41.23.110. MANAGEMENT. (a) The commissioner of natural

22 resources is responsible for the m a nagement of the surface and subsur-

23 face estate within the H a t c h e r  Pass Public Use A r e a  consistent wit h

24 the purposes of AS 41.23.100.

25 (b) The commissioner of fish and game, the B oard of Fisheries,

26 and the Board of Game are responsible for the management of fish and

27 game resources and public use of fish and wildl i f e  in the H a t c h e r  Pass

28 Public Use Area consistent with the purposes of AS 41.23.100.

29 (c) After adequate public hearings and in consultation wit h  the

- 1 - C S S S S B  3 3 4 ( R e s )



c

1 commissioner of fish and game, the c o m mi ssioner shall adopt and may

2 revise a management pla n  for the H a t c h e r  Pass Public Use A rea in

3 consultation w i t h  local governments and other affected state agencies.

4 The management plan adopted u nder this section must be consistent w i t h

5 the purposes stated in AS 41.23.100. A management plan adopted or

6 revised by the commissioner u nder this section shall be submitted to

7 the legislature within the first 10 days of the first regular session

8 of the legislature to convene after its adoption or revision by the

9 commissioner.

10 (d) The provisions of AS 41.23.100 - 41.23.130 do not restrict a

11 responsibility within the Hatc h e r  Pass Public Use Area of the commis-

12 sioner of fish and game, the B oard of Fisheries, the Board of Game,

13 the commissioner of environmental conservation, or the commissioner of

14 public safety.

15 (e) The Hatch e r  Pass Public Use A rea is closed to mineral entry

16 u nder AS 38.05.185 - 38.05.275 from the effective date of this Act.

17 (f) Each valid existing m i n i n g  claim on the effective date of

18 this Act remains valid and shall continue in full force and effect

19 according to its terms.

20 /  (g) Except for road construction, the state may not acquire by

eminent domain privately owned land w i t h i n  or abutting state-owned 

land d e scribed in AS 41.23.130 but m a y  acquire privately owned land by 

purchase, exchange, or otherwise for inc l u si o n  in the Hatc he r  Pass 

Public Use Area from w i l l in g  landowners.

25 (h) Except for valid existing rights on the effective date of

26 this Act, the commissioner of natural resources may not sell state

27 land w i t h i n  the Hatcher Pass Public Use Area.

28 Sec. 41.23.120. COMPA T I BI L I T Y  OF USES. (a) Except as provided

29 in this section, the commissioner may prohibit or restrict

c

L
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1 incompatible uses u nd e r  the management pl a n  adopted u n d e r  AS 41.23.110

2 wit h i n  the s tate-owned land and water de scribed in AS 41.23.130.

3 (b) Nothing in AS 41.23.100 - 41.23.130 prohibits the Department

4 of Fish and Game from engaging in rehabilitation, enhancement, and

5 development of fish and wildlife habitat w i t h i n  an area des c ri b e d  in

6 AS 41.23.130 that is consistent wit h  the purposes stated in AS 41.23.-

7 100.

8 (c) The c o mm issioner ma y not restrict lawful fishing, hunting,

9 or trapping rights allowed under a r egulation cf the Board of

10 Fisheries or the B o a r d  of Game wi t hi n  the H a t c h er  Pass Public Use

11 Area.

12 (d) The c o m mi ssioner shall designate routes for m o t o r i z e d  and

13 nonmotorized access w i t h i n  or across the H a t c h e r  Pass Pu b l i c  Use Area.

^  14 (e) The co m m i ssioner of public safety and the c o m m i s si o n e r  of

15 fish and game shall have necessary access for fish and game manage-

16 m e n t , research, and enforcement purposes.

17 (f) If the c o mm issioner determines that a use is incompatible

18 w ith one or more o ther uses in a portion of the Hatc h e r  Pass Public

19 Use Area, the com m i ss i o n e r  shall state in the management p la n  adopted

20 or revised under AS 41.23.110

21 (1) eac h  d e t e rmination of incompatibility;

22 (2) the specific area where the incompatibility is deter-

23 mined to exist;

24 (3) the time w i t h i n  w hich the incompatibility is d etermined

25 to exist; and

26 (4) the reasons for each determination of incompatibility.

27 Sec. 41.23.130. H A T C H E R  PASS PUBLIC US E  AREA. The vacant and

28 unappropriated st a t e -o w n e d  land and water and the state land and water

29 acquired in the future that lie within the boundaries d e s c r i b e d  in
I

V-
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29

this section are designated as the H a t c h e r  Pass Public Use Area, are 

reserved for all uses compatible w i t h  their primary f u n ction as public 

use land, and are assigned to the Department of Natural R e s ources for 

control and management:

Township 19 North, Range 1 East, Seward M e ri d i a n

• Section 1: NW1/4NW1/4, N W 1 / 4 N E 1 / 4 N W 1 / 4 , W 1 / 2 SW 1 / 4

N W 1 / 4 , N E 1 /4SW1/4NW1/4 

Section 2: NE1/4, SE1/4NW1/4, S E 1 / 4 N E 1 / 4 N W 1 / 4 ,

SE1/4SW1/4NW1/4, SW1/4, NW1/4SE1/4, SW1/4SE1/4, 

NW1/4SE1/4SE1/4, W 1 / 2 N E 1 / 4 S E 1 / 4 , N E 1/ 4 N E 1 / 4 S E1 / 4

11 Section 10: E1/2E1/2

12 Section 11: Wl/2, N W 1/4NE1/4

13 Section 14: Wl/2

14 Section 15: E1/2E1/2

15 Section 22: E1/2E1/2

16 Section 23: Wl/2

17 Section 26: W 1 / 2 S W 1 / 4 , SW1/4NW1/4

18 Section 27: E1/2E1/2

19 Township 20 North Range 1 East, Seward M er i d i a n

20 Section 25: S1/2S1/2SE1/4

21 Section 35: S E 1 / 4 , SE1/4SE1/4NE1/4

22 Section 36: NE1/4, S W 1 / 4 , E1/2NW1/4, SW1/4NW1/4

SE1/4NW1/4NW1/4, NW1/4SE1/4, N W 1 / 4 N E 1 / 4 S E 1 / 4 , 

NW1/4SW1/4SE1/4 

Township 20 North, Range 2 East, Seward M e r i d i a n

Section 9: E1/2SE1/4, E 1 / 2 S W 1 / 4 S E 1 / 4 , SE1/4SE1/4NE1/4

S ection 10: W1/2SV/1/4, E1/2NW1/4, SW1/4NW1/4,

E1/2NW1/4NW1/4, W1/2NE1/4SW1/4, NW1/4NE1/4, NW1/4 

SW1/4NE1/4
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1 Section 15: W1/2W1/2NW1/4

2 Section 16: SE1/4, E1/2NE1/4, E1/2W1/2NE1/4

3 Section 21: E1/2SW1/4, E 1 / 2 S W 1 / 4 S W 1 / 4 , SW1/4SW1/4

4 S W 1 / 4 , SE1/4NW1/4SW1/4, NW1/4SE1/4, W 1 / 2 S W 1 / 4 S E 1 / 4 ,

5 NE1/4SW1/4SE1/4, W1/2NE1/4, W1/2NE1/4NE1/4, NW1/4

6 . SE1/4NE1/4, SE1/4NW1/4, E 1 / 2 N E 1 / 4 N W 1 / 4 , SW1/4NE1/4

7 NW1/4

8 Section 28: NW1/4, W1/2NW1/4NE1/4, NW1/4SW1/4,

9 NW1/4SW1/4SW1/4, NW1/4NE1/4SW1/4

10 Sect io n  29: E1/2SE1/4, SE1/4NE1/4, SW1/4SE1/4, Sl/2

11 NW1/4SE1/4, NE1/4NW1/4SE1/4, S1/2SW1/4, S1/2NE1/4

12 SW1/4

13 Section 30: S 1 / 2 S 1 / 2 S 1 / 2 , S1/2SE1/4

14 Section 31: NW1/4, N1/2NE1/4, N1/2S1/2NE1/4

15 Section 32: N1/2NW1/4, N l / 2 S W 1 / 4 N W 1 / 4 , NW1/4NW1/4NE1/4

-5- CSSSSB 3 3 4 ( R e s )



A l a s k a  g>tate l e g i s l a t u r e
ARLISS STURGULEWSKI. Chairman 
BETTYE FAHRENKAMP. Vice Chairman 
JACKCOGHILL 
DICK ELIASON 
VIC FISCHER 
RICK HALFORD 
FREDZHAROFF

S enateCommittee on Jteourceg
M E M O R A N D U M  April 10, 1986

TO: All Members
Senate Resources Committee

FROM: Staffrl Senate Resources Committee

RE: CSSSSB 334 (Res) "An Act relating to Hatcher Pass
Public Use Area"

SB 334 would establish the Hatcher Pass Public Use Area. The bill pro­
vides for the protection and enhancement of fish and wildlife resources, 
provided for public recreation, protects water quality, and protects 
scenic resources within the area.

The Commissioner of Natural Resource is responsible for the management of 
the surface and subsurface estate. A  management plan shall be adopted by 
the Department of Natural Resources with the concurrence of the Commis­
sioner of Fish and Game.

The Hatcher Pass Public Use Area is closed to mineral entry, but existing 
valid cla: is remain valid.

Once established, the state may acquire land within the area b y  purchase, 
exchange, or otherwise, from willing landowners for inclusion. The Com­
missioner of Natural Resources may not sell land within the area.

The area to be included is shown cai the attached map and consists of a 
strip of land along the Little Susitna River.

Enclosures:
Map of area
letter of Support from Mat-Su Borough 
Sample letters pro and con



BOX B. PALMER .  A L A S K A  9 9 6 4 5  •  PHONE  7 4 5 - 4 8 0 1  
BOROUGH ASSEMBLY

M a t a n u s k a - S u s it n a  B o r o u g h

AP f? 1 o 1988
April 7, 1986

Honorable Bill Sheffield, Governor •
State of Alaska 
Pouch A
Juneau, AK 99811

RE: Hatcher Pass Recreation Area

Dear Governor Sheffield:

The Matanuska-Susitna Borough Assembly has gone on record in the past and 
continues to strongly support the concept of development of the Hatcher 
Pass Recreation Area. A copy of Resolution No. 86-10 adopted on February 4. 
1986 anr’. Resolution No. 86-21 adopted February 18, 1986 are enclosed for 
your information.

The Matanuska-Susitna Borough Assembly feels a recreation area such as 
Hatcher Pass would definitely aid towards a more stable economic future for 
the Valley. They ffeel this is a viable project and have further funded 
$15,000 for a feasibility .study for a ski area at Hatcher Pass by adoption 
of Ordinance No. 86-PQ (enclosed). The public participation and interest 
generated with this issue has been overwhelmingly in support of this 
development and the Borough's position remains unchanged, except perhaps 
for a stronger support of the concept.

If you should have any questions or need additional information, please feel 
* free to contact my office.

DJ/cls
Enclosures

cc: Cotrmissioner, Department of Natural Resources
Representative Ron Larson 
Representative Katie Hurley 
Senator Jalmer Kerttula 
Senator Edna DeVries

Sincerely,

< '-nuL.'Q a s
I Mayor
Matanuska-Susitna Borough
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P r e s e n t e d  by: M a y o r  J o n e s
I n t r o d u c e d :  0 2 / 1 8 / 8 6
D r a f t e d  by: G.L.S.

M A T A N U S K A - S U S I T N A  B O R O U G H

.esolution S e r i a l  No. 8 6 - £ /

A  R E S O L U T I O N  O F  T H E  M A T A N U S K A - S U S I T N A  B O R O U G H  A S S E M B L Y  
S U P P O R T I N G  T H E  M U L T I P L E  U S E  C O N C E P T  F O R  T H E  A R E A  W I T H I N  T H E  
P R O P O S E D  H A T C H E R  P A S S  M A N A G E M E N T  PLAN.

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  m a d e  
a p r e s e n t a t i o n  o n  a p r o p o s e d  H a t c h e r  Pa s s  M a n a g e m e n t  P l a n  to 
a j o i n t  m e e t i n g  of the M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h  A s s e m b l y  
a nd P l a n n i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  on  F e b r u a r y  10, 1986, a n d

W H E R E A S ,  s a i d  pl a n  was r e p r e s e n t e d  as an a t t e m p t  
to p r o v i d e  for t h e  s o u n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  the s e v e r a l  n a t u r a l  
r e s o u r c e s  a n d  p o t e n t i a l s  of the area, i n c l u d i n g ,  b u t  not 
l i m i t e d  to, r e c r e a t i o n ,  t o u r i s m ,  m i n i n g ,  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g  
a n d  w i l d l i f e  m a n a g e m e n t ,  and

W H E R E A S ,  the p u b l i c  c o m m e n t s  r e g a r d i n g  use o f  the 
H a t c h e r  Pass a r e a  i n d i c a t e d  the a r e a  is s u s c e p t i b l e  to 
m u l t i p l e -  use d e v e l o p m e n t  i n c l u d i n g  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of s c e n i c  
q u a l i t y ,  e n h a n c e m e n t  of  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l  uses, 
h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  trapping, c a m p i n g ,  skiing, hiking, 
g r a z i n g ,  a n d  m i n e r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  and

• W H E R E A S ,  the H a t c h e r  'Pass M a n a g e m e n t  Plan, S u b u n i t  
D e s c r i p t i o n  o f  R e s o u r c e  V a l u e s  d a t e d  D e c e m b e r  1985 i n d i c a t e s  
m a n y  o f  the s u b u n i t s  c o n t a i n  m o d e r a t e  to h i g h  m i n e r a l  
p o t e n t i a l s ,  a n d

• W H E R E A S ,  t h e  ar e a  s h o u l d  be d e v e l o p e d  in s u c h  a 
m a n n e r  as to m a x i m i z e  its r e c r e a t i o n a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  b e n e f i t s  
to the p e o p l e  o f  the s t a t e  of A l a s k a  a n d  the 
M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h ,  and

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  m u l t i p l e  use a p p r o a c h  to the m a n a g e­
m e n t  o f  the H a t c h e r  P a s s  a r e a  s h o u l d  be c l e a r l y  set o u t  in 
the Plan;

NOW, T H E R E F O R E ,  BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  A S S E M B L Y  OF 
T H E  M A T A N U S K A - S U S I T N A  B O ROUGH:

1. T h a t  it s u p p o r t s  the m u l t i p l e  use c o n c e p t  
p r e s e n t e d  to it b y  the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  for 
the m a n a g e m e n t  o f  the H a t c h e r  P a s s  area.

2. T h a t  it s t r o n g l y  r e c o m m e n d s  the D e p a r t m e n t  of 
N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  c l e a r l y  i n c o r p o r a t e  in the H a t c h e r  Pass 
M a n a g e m e n t  P l a n  the m u l t i p l e  u s e  a p p r o a c h  to the m a n a g e m e n t



o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  H a t c h e r  P a s s  p o t e n t i a l s  a n d  r e s o u r c e s  s u c h  as 
r e c r e a t i o n ,  t o u r i s m ,  m i n i n g ,  t i m b e r ,  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  h u n t i n g ,  
f i s h i n g  a n d  w i l d l i f e  m a n a g e m e n t .

P A S S E D  A N D  A P P R O V E D  t h i s  /,<?$ d a y  o f  ,
1986. /

A T T E S T :

C h r i s  S e a g r a ^ e s  
B o r o u g h  C l e r k

(SEAL)

<L .-U.

D o r o t h y  A. Jopres, M a y o r  

R E A D  A N D  A P P R O V E D :

G a r y  T h u r l o w  
B o r o u g h  M a n a g e r



NON-CODE i I N T R O D U C E D  B Y :  ASSEMBLYMAN CYPRA

M A T A N " S K A -s !u S IT N A  B O R O U G H

ORDINANCE SERIAL NO. 8 6 - ^ < Q

AN ORDINANCE OF THE ASSEMBLY OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH APPROPRIATING 

$15,000 FROM THE LAND MANAGEMENT FUND BALANCE TO FUND 82v, FOR A FEASIBILITY 
STUDY OF A SKIING FACILITY AT GOVERNMENT PEAK IN THE HATCHER PASS AREA.

BE IT ENACTED:

Section 1. Classification. This is a non-code ordinance.

Section 2. Appropriation Source. There is hereby appropriated

$15,000 from the Land Management Fund Balance to Fund 820 Feasibility Study.

Section 3. Effective Date. This ordinance shall take effect upon
adoption by the Borough Assembly.

Introduction: March 18, 1986

First Reading: 3-lS-^f,-.

Public Hearing: - 1•

ADOPTED by the Assembly of the Matanuska-Susitna Borough this

Dorothy A. Jones', Mayor'

ATTEST:

(SEAL)



I n t r o d u c e d :  0 1 / 2 1 / 8 6
D r a f t e d  by: S.C.

P r e s e n t e d  by: A s s e m b l y p e r s o n
C y p r a

M A T A N U S K A - S U S I T N A  B O R O U G H

R E S O L U T I O N  S E R I A L  NO. 86-10 (Substitute)

A  R E S O L U T I O N  E N D O R S I N G  T H E  H A T C H E R  PASS, W I L L O W  A N D  
T A L K E E T N A  M O U N T A I N  A R E A S  AS P O T E N T I A L  W I N T E R  O L Y M P I C  
SITES.__________________________________________•______________________________

W H E R E A S , ' the H a t c h e r  Pass, W i l l o w  a n d  the. T a l k e e t n a

M o u n t a i n  a r e a s  are r e c o g n i z e d  for t h e i r  h i g h  r e c r e a t i o n a l

value, and :

W H E R E A S ,  H a t c h e r  Pass, t h e  W i l l o w  a n d  T a l k e e t n a  

M o u n t a i n  a r e a s  a r e  l o c a t e d  in the v i c i n i t y  of  the 

M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e ,  and

W H E R E A S ,  the M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e  has sou g h t  and 

r e c e i v e d  n o m i n a t i o n s  as the W i n t e r  O l y m p i c  s i t e  in 1992, and 

WHEREAS*- the U.S. C r o s s  C o u n t r y  S k i  T e a m  has r e c o g n i z e d  

H a t c h e r  Pass as h a y i n g  h i g h  p o t e n t i a l  a n d  u s e s  this a r e a  for 

train i n g ,  and

W H E R E A S ,  the H a t c h e r  Pass, W i l l o w  a r e a  a n d  T a l k e e t n a  

M o u n t a i n s  r e c e i v e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  u _ b y  the A n c h o r a g e  s k i i n g  

c o m m u n i t y ,  and

W H E R E A S ,  t h e r e  is h i g h  u n e m p l o y m e n t  in the 

Matanuska-Susi.tr,_i B o r o u g h ,  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  the c u r r e n t  s n o w f a l l  in the s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  

i n d i c a t e s  the H a t c h e r  Pass, W i l l o w  a n d  T a l k e e t n a  M o u n t a i n s  

can be r e l i e d  u p o n  as g o o d  s i t e s  for W i n t e r  O l y m p i c  sports,

1



T h a t  t h e  A s s e m b l y  o f  t h e  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h  

e n d o r s e s  t h e  H a t c h e r  P a s s ,  W i l l o w  a n d  T a l k e e t n a  M o u n t a i n  

a r e a s  a s  p o t e n t i a l  O l y m p i c  s i t e s  f o r  c r o s s  c o u n t r y  s k i i n g  

a n d  a n y  o t h e r  a p p r o p r i a t e  a c t i v i t i e s .

P A S S E D  A N D  A P P R O V E D  t h i s  ^  d a y  o f  F i d U u e i y u  /

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE

MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH:

1986

D o r o t h y  A. Jo^res, M ^ y o r  

R E V I E W E D  A N D  A P P R O V E D :A T T E S T :

S E A L

2
•j- 'Vj



mm
A nonprofit association 
dedicated to education and awareness 
about rivers and river running 
throughout the United States. 

Contributions are tax-deductible.

tr.tswfsm-.

”  '  unmunicating bi monthly w tn  
)over 10,000 kayakers. rafters, 

and river canoeists through 
magazine.

National Organization fo r River Sports
Box 6847 314 North Twentieth Street Colorado Springs. Colorado 80904 (303) 473-2466

S e n a t o r  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i  
R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  C h a i r m a n  

‘ A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e ,  Box V 
J u n e a u  A K  9 9 S 1 1

i i

Date: M a r c h  4, 1986

D e a r  S e n a t o r  S t u r g u l e w s k i :

It h a s  c o m e  t o  m y  a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e  u p p e r  p o r t i o n  of t h e  
L i t t l e  S u s i t n a  R i v e r ,  a n d  i t s  s u r r o u n d i n g s  k n o w n  a s  t h e  

H a t c h e r  P a s s  A r e a ,  a r e  t h e  s u b j e c t  of a b i l l  n o w  b e f o r e  you,  
S.B . 334,  w h i c h  w o u l d  m a k e  t h i s  a p u b l i c  - e a t i o n a l  u s e  
a r ea . 1

On b e h a l f  of -our m e m b e r s  in A l a s k a  a n d  e l s e w h e r e ,  I 
s t r o n g l y  u r g e  y o u  to  h e l p  r e s e r v e  t h i s  a r e a  f o r  p u b l i c  

r e c r e a t i o n a l  use.  In r e c e n t  y e a r s  I h a v e  b e e n  a m a z e d  at t h e  

a d v a n c e s  in t e c h n i q u e  a n d  e q u i p m e n t  f o r  r u n n i n g  r i v e r s ,  a n d  

I c a n  a s s u r e  y o u  t h a t  t h i s  r i v e r  w i ll  c a r r y  i n c r e a s i n g  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e  in c o m i n g  y e a r s .  A l r e a d y  t h e r e  a r e  no t  

e n o u g h  r i v e r s  t o  g o  a r o u n d ,  r e s u l t i n g  in w a i t s  of as  l o n g  as 
t e n  y e a r s  t o  g e t  a p e r m i t  fo r  a t r i p  on  c e r t a i n  m a j o r  r i v e r s  
in t h e  W e s t .  F o r  t h e  f u t u r e  of y o u r  s t a t e ' s  t o u r i s m  e c o n o m y  
a n d  t h e  b e n e f i t  of i t s  c i t i z e n s  in g e n e r a l ,  I u r g e  y o u  t o  
p r e s e r v e  t h i s  r e c r e a t i o n a l  area.

S i n c e r e l y ,

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

E L / f a

cc: S e n a t o r  J a n  F a i k s ,  F i n a n c e  Commi.ttee

NO RS B'ATTLES FOR BOATERS!
CURRENTS COVE R S  RIVER RUNNING!
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M a r c h  3, 1986

S e n a t o r  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i ,  C h a i r p e r s o n  
R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811 

D e a r  S e n a t o r  S t u r g u l e w s k i :

As  a f r e q u e n t  u s e r  of t h e  H a t c h e r  Pa s s  area, I a m  w r i t i n g  
y o u  as a s u p p o r t e r  of S e n a t o r  J a y  K e r t t u l a ' s  " H a t c h e r  P a s s  
P u b l i c  U s e  A r e a "  Bill. It is m y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h i s  
b i l l  w i l l  c l o s e  t h e  L i t t l e  S u s i t n a  R i v e r  C o r r i d o r  t o  n e w  
m i n i n g  a n d  w i l l  a d d i t i o n a l l y  p r o h i b i t  s t a t e  land d i s p o s a l  
w i t h i n  t h e  use area.

I b e l i e v e  t h i s  b i l l  is a n e e d e d  p i e c e  of l e g i s l a t i o n .  
It is a b a l a n c e d  b i l l  in t h a t  it w o n ' t  a f f e c t  e x i s t i n g  
v a l i d  m i n i n g  claims, b u t  it w i l l  s t e m  t h e  t r e n d  r e g a r d i n g  
s q u a t t e r s  on the land in th i s  avea. It is c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  
H a t c h e r  P a s s  a r e a  is one of t h o s e  a r e a s  w h i c h  has b o t h  
a h i g h  t o u r i s t  value, a n d  y e t  a t t r a c t s  r e s i d e n t s  y e a r - r o u n d  
b e c a u s e  of its d i v e r s e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  uses. But b e c a u s e  
s q u a t t e r s  a n d  p e r s o n s  o n  i l l e g a l  m i n i n g  c l a i m s  a r e  p o s t i n g  
c e r t a i n  a r e a s  so as to p r o h i b i t  a c c e s s  to t h e  lands, t h e  
p u b l i c  in g e n e r a l  is s u f f e r i n g .  O n e  c a n  f i n d  "no 
t r e s p a s s i n g "  s i g n s  p l a c e d  b y  m i n e r s  in a r e a s  o n  s t a t e  l a n d s  
t o  w h i c h  the p u b l i c  has a r i g h t  of use. T h i s  s h o u l d  n o t  
be  t o l e r a t e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in th i s  area.

I u r g e  y o u  to g i v e  t h i s  b i l l  y o u r  f u l l e s t  s u p p o r t  d u r i n g  
the l e g i s l a t i v e  s ession. I, a l o n g  w i t h  m a n y  o t h e r s ,  w i l l  
b e  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  p r o g r e s s  of t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

V e v „  i— 1 . .  ---------------------

J O i u i  □ . o c i x e m x
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PUDLZC O P I N I O N  HESSAG E

TO: S EN ATO R ARLISS S T U R G U L E W S K I

FROM: J E A N N E  MOLiTOR
S110 SPRUC E CREEK C I R C L E
A N C H O R A C E  9 9S16
346- 34-59

BILL NO: SB 334-

SUBJECT: E S T A B L I S H I N G  H A T CHE R PA S S  P UBL I C  USE AREA

MESSAGE:

AS A VOTER, I ENJOY THE L I T T L E  S U SI TNA  AND WANT TO M AIN TAI N 
IT FOR OUR USE AND ENCOURAGE Y O U  TO PAS S T HIS BILL.

DATE: 0 4/0 1 / a S  TIME: 16:34-: 12 SENT BY: A N C H O R A G E  LIO

COPIES TO: S E N A T E  RESOURCES



PUBLIC O P I N I O N  MESSA GE

TO: S E NAT OR ARLISS S T U R G U L E W S K I

FROM: BARBARA BAKER
2031 C LIFFSIDE D RIVE
AN C H O R A G E  B9501
274- 6385

BILL NO: SB 334-

SUBJECT: ES TAB L I S H I N G  HATCH ER P A S S  PUB L I C  USE AREA

MESSAGE:

AS A R E C REA TIO NAL  BOATER. I U R G E  YOUR SUPPORT FOR SB 334-. 
THIS L E G I S L A T I O N  WILL ASSURE A C C E S S  TO AND P R E S E R V A T I O N  
ONE OF A L A S K A ’S PREMIER RIVERS. L I T T L E  SUSITNA.

DATE: 04/01/86 TIME: 09:47 76 SENT BY: A N C H O R A G E  LIO

COPIES TO: SENATE RESOURCES



S e n a t o r  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i  Feb. ££, 1 3 S S
S e n a t e  R e s o r u c e  C o m m i t t e e  
B o k  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  398 11

D e a r  S e n a t o r  S t u r g u l e w s k i ,

I a m  w r i t i n g  you t o  a s k  for y o u r  s u p D o r t  f o r  S B  334, 
a n  Ac t c r e a t i n g  a H a t c h e r  P a s s  U s e  Area.

W h i l e  I a m  c u r r e n t l y  o n  t h e  M a t a n u s k a  S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h  
A s s e m b l y  a n d  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  t h e  U s e  A r e a  a d d r e s s e s ,
I am w r i t i n g  t h i s  as a p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n .

T h e r e  a r e  n u m e r o u s  q u e s t i o n s  r e v o l v i n g  a r o u n d  t h i s  bill, 
but I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s h a r e  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  t h i n g s  I h a v e  c o m e  
t o  s e e  a s  i m p o r t a n t .

P r o b a b l y  t h e  t w o  m a j o r  c o n c e r n s  h a v e  b e e n  r e g a r d i n g  
m i n i n g  in t h e  a r e a  an d w h e t h e r  S B  3 3 4  w i l l  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  

t h e  H a t c h e r  P a s s  M a n a g e m e n t  Plan. O n  t h e  f i r s t  c o n c e r n ,  I 
do  not b e l i e v e  t h i s  bi ll  w i l l  e s t a b l i s h  a p r e c e d e n t  m i n e r s  
s h o u l d  feel t h r e a t e n e d  w i t h .  O n  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  m o s t  m i n e r s  
I k n o w  fe el  t h i s  a r e a  h a s  l i t t l e  m i n i n g  v a l u e  a n d  t h o s e  w h o ’re 
u s i n g  c l a i m s  n e a r  t h e  L i t t l e  S u s i t n a  R i v e r  a r e  g i v i n g  o t h e r s  a 

bad name. O f  t h e  s e c o n d  c o n c e r n ,  t h a t  o f  t h e  H a t c h e r  P a s s  

31 an, I h a v e  w a t c h e d  t h e  p l a n n i n g  p r o c e s s  c l o s e l y  a n d  f r o m  my  
o e r s o e c t i v e  fee l S B  3 3 4  W i l l  i - . n l y  s t r g n n t h p h .  hr,th t h e  

p u b l i c ’s d e s i r e  an d  th e  P l a n’s goals.

O n e  o f  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  p e r s o n a l  c o n c e r n s  I h a v e  is 
b u i l d i n g  a d i v e r s e  and h e a t h l y  l o c a l  e c o n o m y .  I b e l i e v e  
S B  3 3 4  w i l l  p r o t e c t  th e  L i t t l e  S u s i t n a  a r e a  f o r  t h e  t h i n g s  
w e  d e s p e r a t e l y  n e e d  t h e  m o s t :  e x c e l l e n t  r e c r e a t i o n a l  
an d t o u r i s t  d e s t i n a t i o n s .

S i n c e r e l y  yours,

S t e v e n  R. C y p r a  1

cc: S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e  

C o m m i t t e e



Black Sands Mining Co.
Phillip D. Strange

P.O. Box 871478 
Wasilla, Alaska 99687

(Placer - Gold)

u  o

February 14, 1986

Dear Legislators:

I urge you to oppose S.B.334, creating the Hatchers Pass Public Use 
Area. This bill will force a mineral closure one half mile wide on each side 
of the Little Susitna River. This will be the beginning of another lock up of 
a very important mining didtrict. Should S.B.334 pass into law it will cause 
the loss of private investment for mineral exploration and development on 
state lands in the Hatchers Pass Area.

This area is of great economic importance for the vast mineral wealth 
that is there. The surface has barely been scratched on the mineral deposits 
of the Willow Creek Mining District. We need to develop this mineral wealth 
to bring new jobs c'nd start an economically viable industry in the Mat-Su 
Valley.

The mining industry opened the Hatchers Pass Area and established the 
first roads into it, now that access is relatively easy, compared to 50 years 
ago. The people of Anchorage want to make it into their exclusive playground, 
but we do not need to close an area to mining because of the recreational wants 
and needs of urban Alaskans who know nothing about mining or the mining 
industry. With all the advances in mining and milling equipment we can mine 
lower grade ores at a higher profit with no detrimental effect on the 
environment.

I am presently working to develop the 200 foot level on a group of hard- 
rock claims not far from the Little Sustina River. Last year I invested fifty 
thousand dollars into rehabilitating the old crosscut and this year I plan 
to invest close to one hundred thousand dollars on development and exploration 
work. When I get it developed to the point where I can go into production, the 
cost of bringing in equipment will be very low because of the excellent road 
access into this mining area.

I believe that hte needs of both miners and those who wish to use the 
area strictly for recreational purposes can be met but feel that S.B.334 will 
discriminate against the mining interests of the area. Thank you for your 
time and consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

PDS/baf



FEB 1 0 i986
K n i k  K a n o e r s  a n d  K a y a k e r s  
3903 A r k a n s a s  D r i v e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  99503

F e b r u a r y  5, 1986

S e n a t o r  S t u r g u l e w s k i  
R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  
P o u c h  V
Ju n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  Sen a t o r ,

I a m  w r i t i n g  on  b e h a l f  of t h e  K n i k  K a n o e r s  a n d  K a y a k e r s
to u r g e  y o u  to s u p p o r t  S e n a t o r  K e r t u l l a ' s  B i l l  No. 334. The 
i n t e n t  of t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  is to p r o t e c t  the w a t e r  q u a l i t y  and 
p u b l i c  use of t h e  u p p e r  L i t t l e  S u s i t n a  River. K a y a k e r s  use 
the L i t t l e  S u s i t n a  o n  a r e g u l a r  basis. The p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  
c r e a t e s  t h e  H a t c h e r  P a s s  P u b l i c  Use A r e a  and p r o t e c t s  o u r  a c c e s s  
to t h e  r i v e r  and s u r r o u n d i n g  lands.

T h e  L i t t l e  Su is a n  e x c e p t i o n a l  k a y a k i n g  ri v e r .  It
is a c l e a r  w a r m  w a t e r  s t r e a m  of u n u s u a l  b e a u t y  a n d  c h a l l e n g e .  
S.B. 334 is a n  i m p o r t a n t  b i l l  f o r  K n i k  K a n o e r s  a n d  K a y a k e r s .
The b i l l  w o u l d  s t o p  n e w  m i n i n g  on  t h e  s t r e a m  a n d  t h e r e b y  the 
n u m b e r  of r e s i d e n t s  e n g a g e d  in i l l e g a l  p l a c e r  m i n i n g  there.
A  f e w  of t h e s e  m i n e r s  h a v e  s e t t l e d  a l o n g  the H a t c h e r  P a s s  Ro a d  
and a c c u m u l a t e d  j u n k  in t h e i r  y a r d s  a n d  e r e c t e d  t h r e a t e n i n g  
s i g n s  a l o n g  t h e  r o a d  a n d  river. A l t h o u g h  t h e y  f i n d  l i t t l e  go l d  
in t h e  r i v e r  t h e y  h a v e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i m p a c t e d  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  
of k a y a k e r s  p a d d l i n g  t h e  river. N o t  o n l y  k a y a k e r s  b u t  a l s o  
h i k e r s ,  p i c n i c k e r s ,  f i s h e r m e n ,  a n d  m o t o r i s t s  m u s t  be w a r y  of 
t h e s e  m i n i n g  clai m s .

S i n c e r e l y  Yours,

A l e x  S w i d e r s k i  
P r e s i d e n t



J h  i -

J a n .  13, 1°66 
?0 B o x  2 1 7 6  
P a l m e r ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 L 5

S e n a t o r  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i  
S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  
B o x  V
June au , A l a s k a  9 P 8 1 1  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  3 turr:ulew3ki,

I ur g e you  to 3 u n p o r t  S e n a t e  B i l l  33U, e s t a b l i s h i n g  the 
H a t c h e r  Ba ss  P u b l i c  U s e  A r e a ,  i n t r o d u c e d  b y  S e n a t o r  K e r t t u l a .

His  b i l l  p r o t e c t s  o u b l i c  U 3 e  of a p o p u l a r  a r e a  in two 
w a ys . First, the  l e g i s l a t i o n  d i s a l l o w s  n e w  reining on the 
L i t t l e  S u s i t n a  R i v e r .  As y o u  know, the r i v e r  is a t r e m e n d o u s l y  
v a l u a b l e  s c e n i c  r e s o u r c e  to p e o p l e  in rey correunity an d  v i s i t o r s  
fr o m o u t - o f - s t a t e .  O n  t h e  e t h e r  hand, it c o n t a i n s  s u c h  s m a l l  
auar.tities of g o l d  t h a t  all o l a c e r  m i n i n g  a t t e m p t s  h a v e  b e e n  
fa i l u r e s .  F r o m  th e v 5 ew of s t a t e  r e s o u r c e s  m a n a g e m e n t ,  t h e re  
is no e c o n o m i c  a d v a n t a g e  to a d d i t i o n a l  m i n i n g  on the L i t t l e  
Su. S o ^ e  of the c u r r e n t  c l a i m  h o l d e r s  h a v e  c r e a t e d  s u b s t a n t i a l  
e y e s o r e s  on t h e  s tr ea m,  in v i o l a t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  s t a t e  r e g u l a t i o n s .  
T h e  p r o p o s e d  l e e i s l a t i o n  w i l l  se e to it that no a d d i t i o n a l  
s q u a t t e r s  o r e - e m o t  the p u b l i c  from, u s i n g  the 3 t r e a m .  As 
C h u c k  H a w l e y  told me, " T h e r e  is no g o l d  there. T h a t  ri ver  
s h o u l d  be f o r  t o u r i s t s . "

S e c o n d l y ,  S. B . 33̂ 4- p r o h i b i t 3  s t at e la n d d i s p o s a l s  in 
the H a t c h e r  Pass  area. P r i v a t e  c o n t r o l  of 3 t a t e  l a n d  there 
f u l f i l l s  no p u b l i c  n e e d s ,  b u t  in fa ct  puts r e s o u r c e s  o f f - l i m i t s  
to the o ub l i c  n o w  u t i l i z i n g  there the re . P l e n t y  of u n s o l d  
p r i v a t e  l a n d  lies n e a r  the p r o p o s e d  P u b l i c  U s e  A r e a  for 
p e o p l e  r e o u i r i n g  a c a b i n  3ite. A t  the r e c e n t  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s ,  
p a r t i c i p a n t s  o v e r w h e l m i n g l y  o b j e c t e d  to la nd  d i s p o s a l s  in 
the H a t c h e r  Pa s s area.

A l t h o u g h  S. B.  33k is v a l u a b l e  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  it has some 
r o o m  for  i m p r o v e m e n t .  T h e  l e g i s l a t i v e l y  d e s i g n a t e d  area 
s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  the h i g h  m o u n t a i n s  and m e a d o w s  just to the 
n o r t h e a s t .  T h i s  s m a l l  ar e a is a o o o u l a r  d e s t i n a t i o n  f o r  
s ki e r s  an d m o u n t a i n e e r s , a n d  it t h e r e f o r e  d e s e r v e s  the 
sam e l e g a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  as hie r e s t  of the P u b l i c  U s e  area.

I w o u l d  -like to co m e d o w n  to J u n e a u  and t a l k  to the 
R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  a b o u t  the b i l l  w h e n  it c o m e s  up on  y o u r  
a g e n d a .

S i n c e r e l y ,

c c : S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e
C o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  

D r r o t h y  Jones

K i k e  3 r o n s o n
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J a n u a r y  21, !986 
V/asilla, A l a s k a

S e n a t o r  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i  
A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V
Juneau, A l a s k a

D e a r  S e n a t o r  S t u r gulev/ski,

D u r i n g  th i s  s e s s i o n  of the l e g i s l a t u r e ,  SB .334 w i l l  
c o m e  b e f o r e  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e .  I u r g e  y o u  to s u p p o r t  this 
p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n .

N e w  m i n e r a l  e n t r y  on the L i t t l e  S u s i t n a  R i v e r  w i t h i n  
the H a t c h e r  P a s s  P u b l i c  Use A r e a  w o u l d  n o t  be c o m p a t i b l e  
w i t h  the v a r i e d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e s  the p u b l i c  n o w  e n j oys. 
A l l o w i n g  n e w  c l a i m s ,  w i t h  t h e i r  a t t e n d a n t  " k e e p  out" s i g n s  
a n d  p r o m i s e s  f r o m  c l a i m  h o l d e r s  to deal h a r s h l y  w i t h  t r a n s­
gres s o r s ;  w o u l d  t h r e a t e n  access, c o n t r i b u t e  l i t t l e  to the 
ec onomy, and c r e a t e  m o r e  " e y e s o r e s "  in an a r e a  o f  h i g h  v i s­
ibility.

A l s o  at i s s u e  is the r e s i d e n t i a l  use o f  c l a i m s .  " S q u a t­
ting" m o r e  a c c u r a t e l y  d e s c r i b e s  the s i t u a t i o n  as it n o w  
e x i sts. In an a r e a  so c l o s e  to a m a j o r  p o p u l a t i o n  c e n t e r ,  
c a n  w e  a l l o w  p e o p l e  to live i l l e g a l l y ,  r e n t  free, on p u b­
lic l a nd? The D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  h a s  b e g u n  
to deal w i t h  the p r o b l e m  o n l y  r e c e n t l y  a f t e r  y e a r s  of 
a b u s e  by  m i n e r s .  I do n o t  c a r e  to w ait, w i t h  no g u a r a n t e e  
o f  f o l l o w - t h r o u g h ,  f o r  D N R  to f i n i s h  the job. SB 3 3 4  w i l l  
deal e f f e c t i v e l y  w i t h  the p r o b l e m  now.

I ask y o u  ' v a i n  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t ,

S i n c e r e l y , 0 //

j  / /  / y  *■

R. Barnes F r e i

R J F / r j f

c c : B e t t y e  M. F a h r e n k a m p  
Jack. C o g i l l  
Vic F i s c h e r  
F r e d  Z h a r o f f
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S e n a t o r  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i ,  C h a i r m a n  

S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P o u c h  V

Juneau, A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  S t u r g u l e w s k i :

W h i l e  a g r e a t  m a n y  of  us h a v e  b e n e f i t t e d  f r o m  the St a t e ' s  a n d  F e d e r a l  

G o v e r n m e n t ' s  l a r g e s s  i n  d i s p e n s i n g  l a n d  a n d  p r i v i l e g e s  in A l a s k a — a n d  t hese 

t r a d i t i o n s  m u s t  c o n t i n u e  to p r o v i d e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to i n d i v i d u a l  A l a s k a n s —  

we  n e e d  to i n s u r e  p u b l i c  b e n e f i t s ,  too.

S e n a t o r  K e r t t u l a  has i n t r o d u c e d  a b i l l  r e g a r d i n g  l a n d  d i s p o s a l s  a n d  n e w  

m i n i n g  c l a i m s  in  t h e  H a t c h e r  Pas s  P u b l i c  U s e  Area. In a w o r l d  w h e r e  each 

c i t i z e n  e x e r c i s e d  a  m e a s u r e  o f  r e s p e c t  for h i s  n e i g h b o r ' s  p u r s u i t  of  h a p­

pi n e s s  s u c h  a b i l l  w o u l d  b e  s u p e r f l u o u s .  B u t  this is n o t  the cas e  in H a t c h e r  

Pass, a n d  a b o m i n a b l e  a b u s e s  e x i s t  t h e r e  already, c o u p l e d  w i t h  an  a g o n i z i n g  

i n a b i l i t y  o f  some S t a t e  a g e n c i e s  to e n f o r c e  their o w n  r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  p r o t e c t  

the p u b l i c  weal.

A l l  sum m e r  lon g  o n e  f inds a s t e a d y  s t r e a m  of  S o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a n s  and 

v i s i t o r s  d r i v i n g  o v e r  H a t c h e r  Pass. A l m o s t  the s o l e  r e a s o n  for this e x e r c i s e  

is the e n j o y m e n t  a n d  a w e  o f  t h e  scenery. S e rious e x c r e s e n c e s  d i s f i g u r e  this 

s c e n e r y  already, a n d  S e n a t o r  K e r t t u l a  is c o r r e c t  in w a n t i n g  to save o u r  m o s t  

a c c e s s i b l e  a l p i n e  r e g i o n  w h i l e  t h e r e  is still hope of  d o i n g  so.

H a t c h e r  Pas s  is a S t a t e  t r e a s u r e  t h a t  b e n e f i t s  m o s t  the less w e  do  to it. 

P l e a s e  s u p p o r t  S e n a t o r  K e r t t u l a ' s  e f f o r t s  towards its c o n t i n u e d  existence.

cc: S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s
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Black Sands Mining Co.
Phillip D. Strange

P.O. Box 871478 
Wasilla, Alaska 99687

(Placer - Gold)

February 14, 1986

Dear Legislators:

I urge you to oppose S.B.334, creating the Hatchers Pass Public Use
Area. This bill will force a mineral closure one half mile wide on each side
of the Little Susitna River. This will be the beginning of another lock up of
a very important mining didtrict. Should S.B.334 pass into law it will cause
the loss of private investment for mineral exploration and development on 
state lands in the Hatchers Pass Area.

This area is of great economic importance for the vast mineral wealth 
that is there. The surface has barely been scratched on the mineral deposits 
of the Willow Creek Mining District. We need to develop this mineral wealth 
to bring new jobs and start an economically viable industry in the Mat-Su 
Valley.

The mining industry opened the Hatchers Pass Area and established the 
first roads into it, now that access is relatively easy, compared to 50 years 
ago. The people of Anchorage want to make it into their exclusive playground, 
but we do not need to close an area to mining because of the recreational wants 
and needs of urban Alaskans who know nothing about mining or the mining 
industry. With all the advances in mining and milling equipment we can mine 
lower grade ores at a higher profit with no detrimental effect on the 
environment.

I am presently working to develop the 200 foot level on a group of hard- 
roclc claims not far from the Little Sustina River. Last year I invested fifty 
thousand dollars into rehabilitating the old crosscut and this year I plan 
to invest close to one hundred thousand dollars on development and exploration 
work. When I get it developed to the point where I can go into production, the 
cost of bringing in equipment will be very low because of the excellent road 
access into this mining area.

I believe that hte needs of both miners and those who wish to use the 
area strictly for recreational purposes can be met but feel that S.B.334 will 
discriminate against the mining interests of the area. Thank you for your 
time and consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

Philip D. Strange

PDS/baf
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R E F E R E N C E  S B  334, I U R G E  Y O U  T O  O P P O S E  T H I S  B I L L  W H I C H  W I L L  L O C K  
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IN S U B S T A N T I A L  L O S S  T O  P R I V A T E  I N V E S T M E N T  F O R  M I N E R A L  E X P L O R A T I O N  

O N  S T A T E  L A N D S .
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A C C E S S  T O  5 0 %  OF M O O S E  R A N G E  B E C A U S E  O F  T W E N T Y  P E O P L E  F R O M  

A N C H O R A G E  A N D  A F E W  L O C A L  P R O P E R T Y  O W N E R S .  C H E C K  P U B L I C  
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TO- S E N A T O R S  K E R T T U L A ,  S T U R G U L E W S K I , F A H R E N K A M P ,  C O G H I L L ,
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M O T O R I Z E D  V E H I C L E S .  D N R  S H O U L D  N O T  B E  A B L E  T O  L I M I T  
A C T I V I T Y  IN P U B L I C  U S E  A R E A .  A L L  U S E R  G R O U P S  S H O U L D  H A V E
E Q U A L  A C C E S S  TO A L L  P U B L I C  U S E  L A N D S .  I F _  C E R T A I N
A C T I V I T I E S  A R E  A L L O W E D  IN O N E  A R E A ,  T H O S E  A C l I V l l I E S  S H O U L D  

BE R E S T R I C T E  D IN A N 0 T H E R . R E P L Y  REQUES11::.D.
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A p r i l  Ij., 1 9 8 6  
P O  B o x  2 1 7 6  
P a l m e r ,  A l a s k a  996J+5

S e n a t o r  J a n  F a i k s  
C o - C h a i r  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  
S t a t e  S e n a t e  
B o x  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  F a i k s ,

P l e a s e  s c h e d u l e  S B  33b f o r  a h e a r i n g  i n  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  
i f  the b i l l  p a s s e s  the S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  o n  A p r i l  11. 
S e n a t o r  K e r t t u l a * s  H a t c h e r  P a s s  B i l l  w o u l d  s t o p  n e w  t r e s p a s s  
p r o b l e m s  o n  t h e  L i t t l e  S u s i t n a  R i v e r  b y  c l o s i n g  t h e  s t r e a m  
to a d d i t i o n a l  m i n i n g .

Let m e  r e v i e w  s o m e  s t a t e  a c t i o n s  w h i c h  m a y  s o o n  a f f e c t  
the L i t t l e  S u s i t n a  R i v e r  and m a k e  the b i l l  the b e s t  s o l u t i o n  
to the t r e s p a s s  p r o b l e m  there.

• S e n a t e  B i l l  2 6 9  f o r  p u r c h a s e  of  c a b i n s  on  s t a t e  land, 
if s u c c e s s f u l ,  w o u l d  m a k e  p e r m a n e n t  the f o u r  s q u a t t e r s  s h a c k s  
o n  the L i t t l e  S u s i t n a  R i v e r .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  w h e t h e r  the 
s o u a t t e r s  h a d  v a l i d  c l a i m s  w o u l d  t h e n  n o  l o n g e r  b e  an i s s u e .
T h e  p u b l i c  w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  be s t u c k  w i t h  the s q u a t t e r s  f o r  g o o d .  
H o w e v e r ,  S e n a t o r  K e r t t u l a ' s  b i l l  w o u l d  at l e a s t  a s s u r e  that 
s u c h  a p r o b l e m  w o u l d  n o t  g e t  w o r s e .

•The s t a t e  w i l l  s o o n  lose m u c h  o f  its a b i l i t y  to 
e n f o r c e  its t r e s p a s s  l e ws. I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  the job o f  
t r e s p a s s  o f f i c e r  at t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  
w i l l  be  c u t  o n  J u n e  30. T h a t  p o s i t i o n ,  n o w  h e l d  b y  Mr.
L a n c e  Key, w i l l  b e  the f i r s t  to go w h e n  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  
cuts the b u d g e t .  S u c h  a n  e l i m i n a t i o n ,  as n e c e s s a r y  as it 
m a y  be, a l s o  e l i m i n a t e s  the v e h i c l e  to r e m o v e  i l l e g a l  
m i n e r s .  F o r  o u r  p r o b l e m  o n  the s t a t e  l a n d  a l o n g  t h e  L i t t l e  
Su, S B  3 3k roay the o n l y  s o l u t i o n  in  s i g h t .  B y  c l o s i n g  the 
r i v e r  to n e w  m i n i n g  c l a i m s ,  the b i l l  n i p s  f u t u r e  
t r e s p a s s  in the b u d  a n d  m a k e s  m o 3 t  e n f o r c e m e n t  u n n e c e s s a r y .

• T h e  b i l l  a l s o  s a v e s  the s t a t e  m o n e y .  T h e  D i v i s i o n  of 
M i n i n g  is s p e n d i n g  a b o u t  $ 2 0 , 0 0 0  t r y i n g  to e n f o r c e  its 
t r e s p a s s  r e g u l a t i o n s  on  the L i t t l e  Su, a c c o r d i n g  to the
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g e o l o g i s t  in c h a r g e .  W i t h o u t  S B  33b> h o w  m u c h  m o r e  
w o u l d  we h a v e  to s p e n d  if the s t a t e  p u r s u e d  n e w  t r e s p a s s i n g  
c a s e s  on the L i t t l e  S u ?

• S e n a t e  B i l l  33k  w o u l d  a l s o  e n h a n c e  t o u r i s m  r e v e n u e  
in the M a t a n u s k a  V a l l e y .  M u c h  of t h e  m o t i v a t i o n  f o r  the 
bill, in f a c t ,  is to k e e p  the s t r e a m  and r o a d  c o r r i d o r  
a t t r a c t i v e  to t o u r i s t s .  Th i s  a t t r a c t i v e n e s s  s h o u l d  p a y  
e v e n  b i g g e r  d i v i d e n d s  in a f e w  y e a r s .  A s  y o u  know, 
p e o p l e  in the V a l l e y  are w o r k i n g  t o w a r d  an a l p i n e  ski 
a r e a  n e a r  the L i t t l e  S u s i t n a  R i v e r  o n  G o v e r n m e n t  P e a k .  
W i t h o u t  s q u a t t e r s  a d j a c e n t  to the p r o p o s e d  ski area, the 
p l a c e  c o u l d  be a b i g g e r  t o u r i s t  draw.

I t h i n k  a l s o  i t ’s i m p o r t a n t  f o r  y o u  and o t h e r  
l e g i s l a t i v e  l e a d e r s  to r e a l i z e  t h a t  S B  33k d o e s  n o t  
t h r e a t e n  l e g i t i m a t e  m i n e r s .  Y o u  are c o r r e c t  t h a t  
m i n i n g  h a s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  t a k e n  p l a c e  in the area, a n d  
t h a t  l e g i t i m a t e  cla ims s h o u l d  n o t  be r e m o v e d .  S B  33k» 
h o w e v e r ,  d e a l s  o n l y  w i t h  n e w  c l a i m s .  A n d  it w o u l d  
p r o h i b i t  t h e m  o n  a s t r e a m  t h a t  t h e  m i n i n g  c o m m u n i t y  h a s  
s a i d  c o n t a i n s  n o  p r o f i t a b l e  q u a n t i t i e s  of g o l d .

S i n c e r e l y

cc: S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  M i k e  B r o n s o n  
S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  
P a l m e r  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e



FROM:

BILL NO: SB 33*

SUBJECT: E S T A B L I S H I N G  H A T C H E R  P ASS PUBLI C USE AREA

MESSAGE:

AS A SNOWMACHINER, C R O S S - C O U N T R Y  SKIER. KAYAKER. 
CLIM BER  AND HIKER I FEEL THAT SB 33* WOULD BEST 
SERVE THE INTEREST OF THE STATE FOR M A NAG EME NT OF 
THE HATC HER  PASS PUBL IC USE AREA.

99577
27 S-2 932

DATE: 0*/03/86 TIME: IS: 52: 1* SENT BY: A NCHORAGE



AN CHORAGE
2*3-2077

H
99508

BILL NO: SB 33*

SUBJECT: EST ABL I S H I N G  HATCHE R PASS P UBL I C  USE AREA

MESSAGE:

SENATE BILL 33* P R E S E R V E S  SC ENI C BEAUTY AND ACCESS TO 
THE LITTLE SUSTINA RIVER NEAR H A T C H E R  PASS. CURRENT 
MINING PR ACTICES A LONG THE LITTLE SUSITN A ARE 
D ETRIMENTAL TO WATER QUALITY AND R IVER BANKS. ARMED 
MINERS HAVE T H R E A T E N E D  N O N - D E S T R U C T I V E  RIVER USERS AS 
MYSELF. RE STR ICT ING  RIVER ACCESS. PL E A S E  SUPPORT SB 33

DATE: 0*/03/8S TIME: 1 1:2 3:3 0 SENT BY: ANC HOR AGE  LIO

COP IES  TO: SENATOR: JAN FAIKS



PUBLIC O P I N I O N  m e s s a g e :

TO: SENATOR AR L I S S  S T U R G U L E W S K I

FROM: APRIL COOK
3131 ROSEL'.A
AN CHORAGE 9950'h
338- ‘(•‘t- 01

BILL NO: SB 33*E

SUBJECT: E S T ABL ISH ING  HATC HER  P AS S  P U B L I C  USE AREA

MESSAGE:

I SUPPORT THE PASSAG E OF SB 33H- B E C A U S E  SB334- WILL INSURE THE 
P R E S E R V A T I O N  OF THE R E C R E A T I O N A L  N A T U R E  AND USE OF W A T E R B O D I E S  
IN HATCHER PASS. I AM A W H I T E W A T E R  ENTHUSIAST. I RE C O M M E N D  A YES 
VOTE ON THIS MATTER.

TH ANK  YOU

DATE: O'f/O'f/SG TIME: IS: 09: 39 SENT BY: A N C H O R A G E  LIO

COP I E S  TO: SENATOR
SENATOR
SENATOR
SENATOR

JAN FAIKS 
RIC K H A L F O R D  
TIM KELLY
JA L M A R  M. K ERT T U L A
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COOK INLET 
AQUACULTURE ASSOCIATION

R T . 2 , B O X  8 4 9  
S O L D O T N A . A K  9 9 6 6 9  

(9 0 7 )  2 8 3 -5 7 6 1

S e n a t o r  J a l m a r  M. K e r t t u l a  x  /\po j 4
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  " "W fj
P o u c h  V  (MS 3100)
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

De a r  S e n a t o r  K e r t t u l a :

Th e  C o o k  I n l e t  A q u a c u l t u r e  A s s o c i a t i o n  s u p p o r t s  t h e  p a s s a g e  of SB 
No. 334. E s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t h e  H a t c h e r  P a s s  P u b l i c  U s e  A r e a  w o u l d  
i n c r e a s e  the d e g r e e  of w a t e r  q u a l i t y  a n d  h a b i t a t  p r o t e c t i o n  
a f f o r d e d  t o  t h e  h e a d w a t e r  s t r e a m s  of t h e  L i t t l e  S u s i t n a  Ri v e r .  
P r g t e c t i o n  of w a t e r  q u a l i t y  a n d  h a b i t a t  w i l l  e n s u r e  the c o n t i n u e d  
p r o d u c t i v i t y  of t h e  R i v e r ' s  f i s h  p o p u l a t i o n s *

Th e  L i t t l e  S u s i t n a  R i v e r  p r o d u c e s  s i g n i f i c a n t  q u a n t i t i e s  of all 
fi v e  s p e c i e s  of P a c i f i c  S a l m o n  w h i c h  a r e  f o u n d  in A l a s k a .  S o m e  of 
t h e s e  f i s h  a r e  h a r v e s t e d  c o m m e r c i a l l y  a s  t h e y  p a s s  n o r t h w a r d  
t h r o u g h  C o o k  Inl e t .  T h e  L i t t l e  S u s i t n a  R i v e r  s a l m o n  a r e  a l s o  
i m p o r t a n t  to M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  a n d  A n c h o r a g e  a r e a  r e c r e a t i o n a l  
f i s h e r m e n  b e c a u s e  t h e  s t r e a m  f l o w s  l a r g e l y  t h r o u g h  p u b l i c  lands, 
is c l o s e  to  p o p u l a t i o n  c e n t e r s ,  is a c c e s s i b l e  v i a  t h e  r o a d  s y s t e m  
a n d  is, in i t s elf, p i c t u r e s q u e .

T h e  £Q£LK UHLfil R E 5 J L Q M L  S A L M O N  J S M M C E M E K T .  P L M  l i s t s  t h e  L i t t l e  
S u s i t n a  R i v e r  as a si t e  for f i s h  s t o c k i n g  p r o j e c t s  w h i c h  w i l l  
i n c r e a s e  a n n u a l  r e c r e a t i o n a l  f i s h i n g  h a r v e s t s  by 1 0 , 0 0 0 co h o  
sa l m o n  a n d  6 , 0 0 0  k i n g  s a l mon. In the f u t u r e  I w o u l d  e x p e c t  the 
L i t t l e  S u s i t n a  R i v e r  to b e c o m e  ev e n  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  to r e g i o n a l  
s a l m o n  h a r v e s t e r s  a n d  the c r e a t i o n  of t h e  H a t c h e r  P a s s  P u b l i c  Use 
Ar e a  t h r o u g h  t h e  p a s s a g e  of SB No. 334 w o u l d  be a w i s e  
p r e p a r a t o r y  s t e p  t o w a r d  t h a t  future.

S i n c e r e l y ,

T h o m a s  E. M e a r s ,  
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

cc: A l l  S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  a n d  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s

SALM O N  ENH ANC EM ENT TO DAY M EANS BETTER SALM O N  FISHING TO M O R R O W
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S E N A T E  A M E N D M E N T

B y

T o :  ____________________________________________ S E N A T E  B I L L  N o ,  s b  334

T o :   H O U S E  B I L L  N o .  ____________

Pa g e : L i n e :

2 5

A f t e r  "period" ADD:

A  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  a d o p t e d  or  r e v i s e d  b y  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  

u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  shall be su b m i t t e d  to the l e g i s l a t u r e  

for r e v i e w  w i t h i n  the f i r s t  10 d a y s  o f  the f i r s t  r e g u l a r  

s e s s i o n  of t h e  leg i s l a t u r e  to c o n v e n e  a f t e r  its a d o p t i o n  

o r  r e v i s i o n  b y  the commissioner.

S  7 0



§ 41.17.300 A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s § 41.17.400

Article 4. State Land Reforestation.
Section
300. State land reforestation fund 
310. Appropriations to state land 

reforestation fund 
320. Report to the lefiisln'ure

Sec. 41.17.300. State land reforestation fund. A state land 
reforestation fund is established in the department. The money in the 
state land reforestation fund may be used only for the reforestation of 
state land, including site preparation, seed and seedling acquisition 
and cultivation, planting, and other reforestation measures, timber 
stand improvement, and the development of materials and techniques 
for the reforestation of state land. (S 2 ch 91 SLA 1983)

Sec. 41.17.310. Appropriations to state land reforestation 
fund, (a) The state land reforestation fund consists of money appropri­
ated by the legislature and contributions from private donors. It is the 
intent of the legislature that the appropriations made to the fund equal 
no less than 25 percent of the revenues from the sale of timber and 
other forest products from state land as well as the total revenues from

(1) compensation for loss or damage to land within a state forest; and
(2) the federal government and other governmental units for 

reforestation.
(b) Money appropriated to or paid into the state land reforestation 

fund does not lapse. (§ 2 ch 91 SLA 1983)
Sec. 41.17.320. Report to the legislature. The commissioner shall 

make an annual report to the legislature within the first 10 days of 
each session of the legislature on the uses of the money in the state land 
reforestation fund, the proposed u.ies of the fund in the following fiscal 
year, and the balance in the fund. (§ 2 ch 91 SLA 1983)

A rticle 5. Tanana Va lley State Forest.
Section
400. Tanana Valley State Forest

Sec. 41.17.400. Tanana Valley State Forest, (a) Subject to valid 
existing rights and excejpt for land owned by or transferred to the 
University of Alaska under a settlement agreement between the state 
and the university, the state-owned or acquired land and water lying 
within the parcels described in (d) of this section is designated as the 
Tanana Valley State Forest.

(b) The commissioner shall prepare a management plan for the 
Tanana Valley State Forest under AS 41.17.230. The commissioner 
shall submit the management plan to the legislature for its approval 
within the first 10 days of the Second Session of the Fourteenth State
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Legislature. The management plan for the Tanana Valley State Forest 
is approved unless the legislature adopts legislation disapproving the 
management plan.

(c) The commissioner shall consider and permit the uses described in 
AS 41.17.230(e) within the Tanana Valley State Forest, subject to the 
procedures established in AS 41.17.230(f). The commissioner may 
establish transportation corridors within the Tanana Valley State 
Forest.

(d) The Tanana Valley State Forest includes the state-owned or 
acquired land and water lying within the following described parcels.

Township 1 North, Range 2 East, Fairbanks Meridian 
Sections 1 — 3 
Sections 10 — 12 
Sections 13 — 15, NV2 

Township 1 North, Range 3 East, Fairbanks Meridian 
Section 1, EM>, EVfcSWtt, SWWSWtt, SEViNWVi 
Section 2, NWVt, NW'/.SWV*
Sections 3 — 5 
Section 6, NVfe 
Section 7, EV2EV2 

Sections 8 — 9
Section 10, NWViSWtt, NV2NWV4 , SW'ANW'A 
Section 11, Ey2, S ‘/2SW l/4 
Sections 12 — 14
Section 15, S'^NE'/i, NE^NE1/., S ‘/2 '

Township 1 North. Range 4 East, Fairbanks Meridian 
Sections 1 — 12 
Sections 16 — 8 

Township 1 North, Range 5 East, Fairbanks Meridian 
Sections 6 — 10
Sections 15 — 16 ;  2

Township 1 North, Range 4 West, Fairbanks Meridian 
Section 5, WV2 

Sections 6 — 11 
Section 15 
Section 16 — 24 
Section 27
Section 28, NE'/i, NE'/tSE'/.
Section 29, S>/2, W'/2NW'/4 
Sections 30 — 32 
Section 33, W*/2 

Township 1 North, Range 5 West, Fairbanks Meridian 
Township 1 North, Range 8 West, Fairbanks Meridian 

Sections 17 — 20 
Sections 29 — 34

39
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1985 SLA CH. 47

Chapccr 47

S e c t io n s  21 -  24 •
S e c t io n  26 N 1 /2  
S e c t io n  27 N 1 /2  
S e c t io n  28 N 1 /2

*  S e c . 2 .  AS 1 6 .2 0 .2 3 0  i s  amended by add in g  new s u b s e c t io n s  t o  r e a d :
(b )  N o tw ith s ta n d in g  AS 1 6 .2 0 .2 2 0  and th e  e s t a b lis h m e n t  o f  th e  

A nchor R i v e r  and F r i t z  C re ek  C r i t i c a l  H a b i ta t  A rea  u n d e r ( a ) ( 1 2 )  o f  
t h i s  s e c t io n ,

( 1 )  th e  u se  o f  and a p p r o p r i a t io n  o f  w a te r r i g h t s  from  F r i t z  
C reek  f o r  a m u n ic ip a l and community w a te r  s o u rc e  i s  p r o t e c t e d  w i th in  
th e  A nchor R iv e r  and F r i t z  C re ek  C r i t i c a l  H a b i ta t  A re a i

( 2 )  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  t ’ c o n s t ru c t i o n  o f  a dam and r e s e r ­
v o i r  on F r i t z  C re ek  i s  r e s e r v e d  J t t h in  th e  Anchor R iv e r  and F r i t z  
C reek  C r i t i c a l  H a b i ta t  A re a .

( c )  The u se  and en joym en t o f  v a l i d  e x i s t in g  r i g h t s  and i n t e r e s t s  
w i th in  th e  Anchor R i v e r  and F r i t z  C re ek  C r i t i c a l  H a b i ta t  A rea a re  
p r o t e c t e d .  F u tu re  c o n ve y an c e s , in c lu d in g  b u t n o t  l im i t e d  t o  r i g h t s -  
o f-w e y , t im b e r s a l e s ,  m u n ic ip a l e n t i t le m e n t s ,  g r a z in g  le a s e s ,  and o i l  
and gas le a s e s ,  may o c c u r .

(d )  A management p la n  f o r  th e  A ncho r R i v e r  and F r i t z  C reek  
C r i t i c a l  H a b i ta t  A rea  s h a l l  be com p le ted  by  J u ly  1 , 1 9 8 9 , by th e  
D epa rtm en t o f  F is h  and Game in  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w ith  th e  D ep a rtm en t o f  
N a tu ra l R e sou rc e s  and th e  management p la n  s h a l l  be s u b m it te d  t o  th e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  r e v ie w . The management p la n  s h a l l  ta k e  e f f e c t  when 
app roved  by a c t  o f  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  The management p la n  s h a l l  r e f l e c t  
th e  c o n cu rre n c e  o f  th e  K en a i F e n in s u la  B o rough  a s  i t  a p p l i e s  t o  la n d  
c o m r i t t e d  by th e  b o rough  t o  th e  A nchor R i v e r  and F r i t z  C re ek  C r i t i c a l  
H a b i ta t  A re a .

SCS CSSSHB 2 8 0 (F i n )



g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  a s s o c i a t e d  d e v e l o p m e n t ;

(4) m a n a g e  c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  o r  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g

r e c r e a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  s u c h  as g u i d i n g ;  .

(5) p r o v i d e  f o r  n e c e s s a r y  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s ,  s u c h  as t r a n s­

p o r t a t i o n  a n d  u t i l i t y  c o r r i d o r s ,  p u b l i c  s a f e t y ,  a n d  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t ;  .
o

(6) a l l o w  r e a s o n a b l e  a n d  n e c e s s a r y  a c c e s s  to p u b l i c  l a n d

a n d  p r i v a t e  i n h o l d i n g s  a n d  to l a n d  b e y o n d  the r e c r e a t i o n  r i v e r  c o r r i­

dor; t

(7) e s t a b l i s h  c r i t e r i a  a n d  t i m e l i n e s  to r e v i e w  f u t u r e  

p r o p o s e d  u s e s  f o r  c o m p a t i b i l i t y  w i t h  the p u r p o s e s  of A S  4 1 . 2 3 . 2 0 0  - 

4 1 . 2 3 . 2 8 0 ;  •

(8) e s t a b l i s h  g u i d e l i n e s  a n d  s e t b a c k  r e s t r i c t i o n s  for a n  

a c t i v i t y  o c c u r r i n g  u n d e r  AS  4 1 . 2 3 . 2 0 0 ( c ) .

(b) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  n e c e s s a r y  to i m p l e­

m e n t  the plan.

(c) A  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  a d o p t e d  or  r e v i s e d  b y  the 

c o m m i s s i o n e r  u n d e r  (a) o f  this s e c t i o n  s h a l l  b e  s u b m i t t e d  to the 

l e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  r e v i e w  w i t h i n  the f i r s t  10 days o f  the f i r s t  r e g u l a r  

s e s s i o n  o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e  to c o n v e n e  a f t e r  its a d o p t i o n  or r e v i s i o n  

b y  the c o m m i s s i o n e r .

(d) T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of F i s h  a n d  G a m e  a n d  the B o a r d s  of  F i s h  a n d  

G a m e  s h a l l  c o n s u l t  w i t h  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  b e f o r e  a d o p t i n g  or r e v i s i n g  

r e g u l a t i o n s  g o v e r n i n g  f i s h  a n d  g a m e  m a n a g e m e n t  in an a r e a  d e s i g n a t e d  

as a r e c r e a t i o n  river.

Sec. 4 1 . 2 3 . 2 3 0 .  M A N A G E M E N T  O F  M U N I C I P A L  LAND. If a m u n i c i p a l i t y  

c o m m i t s  l a n d  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  in a r e c r e a t i o n  r i v e r  d e s i g n a t e d  u n d e r  

A S  4 1 . 2 3 . 2 8 0 ( c ) ,  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  o b t a i n  the c o n c u r r e n c e  of  the 

m u n i c i p a l i t y  to the m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  p r o p o s e d  u n d e r  AS 4 1 . 2 3 . 2 2 0  as it 

a p p l i e s  to m u n i c i p a l  land.

v
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DEPARTMENT OF NATURAE RESOURCES
DIVISION o r  LAND AND WATER MANAGEMENT 

SOUTHCENTRAL REGION

I .
I

BILL SHEFFIELD, GOVERNOR

3601 C STREET 
POUCH 7-005
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99510-7005 
PHONE: (907) 561-2020

November 26, 1985

The Honorable Arliss Sturgulewski 

2957 Sheldon Jackson St.

Anchorage, AK 99508

Re: Hatcher Pass and

Matanuska Valley Moose Range 

Management Plans Briefing

Dear Senator Sturgulewski:

The purpose of this packet is to offer to provide you and other 

Anchorage legislators with a briefing on key issues for the Hatcher 

Pass and Matanuska ''alley Moose Range management plans and to 

provide you with information on the Hatcher Pass Management Plan. 
Information on the Matanuska Valley Moose Range was sent to you in 

early November.

These plans have generated a good deal of public interest and our 

project managers have worked closely with user groups from the start 

of the planning process. You may be hearing from constituents 

regarding these plans. Matanuska-Susitna Valley citizens have 

already been talking to Senators Kerttula and DeVries about possible 

legislative designations for the Hatcher Pass area to protect the 

Little Susitna River corridor and the high density moose habitat in 

the Willow Mountain area. A coalition of outdoor education and 

recreation groups has formed in Anchorage to provide plan 

recommendations. Citizens have also spoken with Representative Ron 

Larson regarding the need to promote personal firewood harvest and 

enhancement of moose browse in the Moose Range.



The Honorable Arliss Sturgulewski 

November 26, 1985 

Page 2

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Update on the Hatcher Pass P l a n :

The main impetus for the Department of Natural Resources to 

develop a management plan for Hatcher Pass is the increased 

recreational use of the area, interest from the private 

sector in grazing and in commercial recreational develop­

ment including a possible downhill ski area, conflicts in 

use and public safety concerns. Despite the fact that 

there are no public facilities except at Independence Mine 
State Historical Park and that the road is primitive, local 

visitor and out-of-state tourist use is increasing rapidly.

The goal of this management plan is to accommodate this 
increased recreational use and enhance tourism while con­

tinuing the opportunity for hunting, gold mining and 

grazing. To accomplish this will require careful planning 

and management.

After receiving public guidance on selection of a preferred 

alternative in early December, a draft plan will be written 

and sent out for public review this spring. A packet 

describing the proposed alternatives is enclosed.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

If you would like to set up a briefing session on either or both of 

these plans, please let my project managers know. The phone number 

is 762-2249.

Sandra Cosentino Lisa Holzapfel

Hatcher Pass Management Plan Matanuska Valley Moose

Range Management Plan

Sincerely yours,

Regional Manager

Hatcher Pass Enclosures: Brochure

Alternatives Packet
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INTRODUCTION

This packet was prepared to provide an overview of possible goals and 

alternative proposals for managing the Hatcher Pass Area.

The Alaska Department of Natural Resources welcomes your participation in 

development of a management plan for the Hatcher Plan area which will 

help guide the future of the area over the next 20 years. Public and agency 

input will be utilized by the planning team in selection of a preferred 

alternative after the December public meetings.

A draft plan which will include management guidelines and an implementation 

strategy will be available for public review in Spring, 1986.

F o r  further information, contact:

Sandra Cosentino
H a t cher Pass Project Manager

Department of Natural Resources

Division of Land & Water Management

Southcentral Regional Office

P. 0. Box 7-005

Anchorage, Alaska 99510

T e l e p h o n e : 762-2249



G O A L S  S T A T E M E N T

Primary Uses:

Recreation, mining, fish and wildlife habitat, and grazing 

are the primary uses designated in the V.xllow Sub-Basin 

Area Plan.

Secondary Uses:

Settlement and forestry are being considered as secondary 

uses. As such, they must be able to be made compatible 
with the primary uses or of such high value in specific 

sites that they take precedence over the primary use (and 

then only if they can take place without detrimentally 

affecting a primary use in the unit as a whole).

Overall Goal:

PROVIDE FOR PUBLIC USE AND ENJOYMENT, DEVELOPMENT, AND 

PROTECTION OF THE AREA consistent with the multiple use 

management intent of the area plan. However, all uses will 

not occur in all areas. The plan will designate 

appropriate locations, conditions ~nd timing of uses.

Proposed Goals for Management of the Hatcher Pass U n i t :

Some of the goals listed below may conflict with each other or may apply in 

separate geographic areas. Citizens will be given an opportunity at the 

public meetings to rate these goals. Goals which the public and the planning 

team give a low priority will then be given secondary status or eliminated 

entirely. Please review these goals and consider which ones are important to 

you for guiding management of the Hatcher Pass area.

1. Provide a broad spectrum of recreational opportunities.

jp options open for mineral exploration and extraction.

' 'Maintain and/or improve fish and wildlife habitat and the opportunity for 

fishing, hunting, trapping and wildlife viewing.

4. Provide the opportunity for livestock grazing.

5. Improve the Hatcher Pass Road.

6. Develop parking areas and develop or improve trails.

7. Provide opportunities for the development of tourism (e.g. allow leasing

for commercial recreational development in some areas, road upgrade).

8. Protect the area's scenic resources.

9. Provide for public safety (e.g. institute regular avalanche control

program, develop snowmobile trails to keep snowmobiles off the road, limit 

shooting in high density public use areas, etc.).

10. Protect environmental quality (e.g. limit development in sensitive areas

such as streams, wetlands or critical habitat or require mitigating

m e a s u r e s ) .

11. Preserve the area's historic mining character.

12. Provide more jobs through developing the a r e a’s resources or tourism 

potential.

Other Possible Goals Related to Possible Secondary Uses:

1. Keep options open for timber harvest for commercial or personal use.

2. Sell some land for private cabins.

3. Offer permits for remote cabins in some areas.

- 1 -
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F A C T O R S  C O M M O N  T O  A L L  A L T E R N A T I V E S

These items will be included in all alternatives and thus are not listed in 
each proposal.

1 Multiple use within the area -.s a whole, although all uses may not occjr 

in all subunits.

2. Prioritized list of public access improvements such as: parking, 

pullouts, trailheads, trails, road improvements. The level and type of 
improvement will depend on which alternative combination is finally 
selected.

3. Some designated use trails and areas will be proposed in all alternatives 

to resolve existing conflicts and provide new opportunities for 

recreational use.

4. Policies to conserve environmental quality, fish and wildlife, scenic and 
cultural resources.

5. Public safety recommendations including agreements with DOT/PF for an 

avalanche control program on the east side road corridor; emergency 

rescue caches; and use of off-road vehicles on the Hatcher Pass Road.

6. Policy on public use cabins and private recreational developments on 

state lands.

7. Viewshed guidelines for all development and extraction activities areas 
seen from the road corridor and in other areas with high value scenic 
views.

8. Interpretative and information signage program along the road system and 

production of a user's guidebook for the management unit.

9. Identification of gravel extraction sites and, where possible, 

prohibition of extraction of materials in areas seen from the road unless 

screening or landscaping is possible or no feasible alternative exists.

10. Cooperative agreement with BLM to implement surface management guidelines 

on B LM "inholdings" within the management unit.



D E S C R I P T I O N  O F  A L T E R N A T I V E  M A N A G E M E N T  P R O P O S A L S

The management alternatives described below are intended to suggest the range 

of options available, including both level and type of development. All 

alternatives include multiple use of the area's resources, continuance of 

existing uses, some public use improvements and habitat protection. However, 

the three alternatives emphasize different resources or uses. Levels of 
resource development increase from Alternative I through III. The highest 
level of recreational development occurs in Alternative II. OTHER 
ALTERNATIVES A RE POSSIBLE. F or example, you may p r efer an alternative that 
represents a moderate level of development for both resources and tourism.

The preferred alternative or draft plan will most likely be a mixture of these 
three alternatives and others that you suggest. It will be based on what we 
hear from you. Through the Management Alternatives Workbook at the public 

meetings in early December, you can help develop the preferred alternative by 
telling us how you'd like to see each subunit managed.

Implementing any of these alternatives is dependent on agency budgets, 

legislative appropriations, and cooperation with the users of the area.

A brief definition of remote cabin permits, mineral entry terminology and a 

brief synopsis of the viewshed study is enclosed to help you evaluate the 
options.



A L T E R N A T I V E  I :

E M P H A S I S  O N  K E E P I N G  H A T C H E R  P A S S  A S  I T  I S

Emphasis is on maintaining the area essenti. 7 as an undeveloped, 

semi-primitive area with continuance of exi< uses. This alternative would 

be most nearly like the status quo and provi "he highest amount of habitat 

protection. Because public use of the Hatcher f-iss area is increasing, 

careful planning and management will be necessary to maintain the 

opportunities for mining and for enjoyment of a broad range of recreation, as 

well as maintain the high wildlife productivity and continue grazing. Thus, 

this alternative does not represent a "do nothing" option.

Mining

Most of the area is already classified as open to mineral entry under mineral 
leasehold location order. This classification would be retained with added 

guidelines in key areas to protect habitat, public access and scenic values.

F or all three alternatives, the increase or decrease in mining activity will 

depend on the price of gold. The use of water would be largely dependent on 

the level of mining activity. Under state mining laws, access may be upgraded 

or developed for future mineral development anywhere in the area. The most 

likely places this would occur are in Independence Valley, Grubstake Gulch, 
Peters and Purches Creeks, Upper Little Susitna Valley and to Reed Creek. 

Management guidelines will include provisions addressing new access including 

location, seasons and type of access allowed to provide compatibility with 

wildlife and existing uses.

Recreation/tourism

The wide variety of dispersed recreation which occurs now would continue under 

all three alternatives In this alternative, no commercial recreation 

facilities would be authorized on state land. Some new pull outs and parking 
would be built. A few non-motorized trails or areas would be designated. All 

existing unauthorized cabins would be converted to public use cabins and no 

new public use cabins authorized.

Road

Hatcher Pass Road recommendations in this alternative include improved summer 

maintenance, adding pull outs and widening in dangerously narrow sections.

Most of the road from the turn off to Independence Mine State Historical Park 

(I M S H P ) to MP 30 near the Willow Creek bridge is only 14 feet wide and is 

rated as a one-lane road. This narrow portion of the road would be 

recommended for continued annual maintenance upgrade appropriations which 
would allow a few miles per year to be widened.

Grazing

Current grazing leases would be maintained. No new leases or permits would be 
offered including the two pending applications.
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Wildlife

The important moose habitat area in the Willow Mountain area would be 

recommended for administrative or legislative designation as a special habitat 

protection area. Guidelines will be developed to protect wildlife habitat 

values as public use increases. Snowmachine use, for example, may have to be 

restricted in key moose wintering areas.

Forestry

No forest harvesting would be included except single tree cuts for disease 

control south of Bald Mountain Ridge. Some enchancement for browse may occur 
in this area.

Settlement

No land sales or remote cabin sites would be offered.

Effects of Alternative I

Positive benefits of this alternative would be to maintain existing uses and 
lifestyle values and it is the least costly to implement.

Mining

This alternative essentially continues the status quo on mining. A mineral 

lease would have to be negotiated prior to beginning production. In all three 
alternatives, if mining activity increases in response to rising gold prices, 

it has the potential of bringing added employment to the area. It could also 

have the effect of restricting public access at mining sites, while at the 
same time opening up new access roads or upgrading existing roads.

Recreation/tourism

This alternative maintains the public opportunity for enjoyment of natural 

scenery and participation in a wide variety of recreational activities. It 

would alleviate some of the existing conflicts in use between skiers and 
snowmachiners.

Increased visitation would not be encouraged due to primitive road conditions 

an'd lack of public campgrounds, signed trails and facilities; consequently, 
the opportunity for a genuine wilderness experience would be greater than in 

the other two alternatives. However, use of the road corridor is predicted to 

continue to increase accompanied by an increase in makeshift pull outs and 

safety hazards. Overcrowding of existing access points likely will continue 
with some areas receiving little or no use due to few available parking areas, 

trailheads and other public use improvements. Tourism use of the area likely 

would continue to increase at a moderate rate. No new jobs or new 

recreational opportunities would be created within the study area, since 

commercial leases would not be authorized. However, increased recreational 

use of the area may generate economic benefits to recreational equipment 

suppliers and off road guides.
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The major benefits of the minimal road improvement program would be increased 

safety at the least cost, heightened enjoyment of the scenic drive experience 

due to widening and pull outs and maintenance of the sense of a backcountry 

drive. The negative side of this level of road improvement is that the road 

is not engineered, cuts are not recontoured, no shoulders are provided and the 

roadbed is substandard and hard to maintain. The road will not be suitable 
for large tour buses and campers.

Grazing

The status quo would be maintained for grazing. The high value grass 

resources outside existing leases would not be utilized. As Hatcher Pass has 

a large percentage of the region's accessible grasslands, this may result in a 

shortage of accessible grazing land if Mat-Su Valley dairy and beef cattle 

operations expand as predicted. Current grazing demand would not be met 
because the two existing lease applications would not be authorized. This low 

grazing alternative, however, incurs the least potential wildlife and public 
use conflicts.

Wildlife

Wildlife and fisheries habitat values would best be protected by this 

alternative due to the lack of new resource, tourism, and access development 
with the potential exception of mining.

Forestry

Forestry resources would not be utilized except those near the Matanuska 

Valley.

Settlement

No opportunity would be provided for private cabins in the area; the entire 

area would remain open to public use.

R o a d
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