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F o r  c o p  i s  9  o f  t h e  brochure  o r  f o r  f u r c h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  c o n t a c t  o n e  

o £  t h e  f o l l o w i n g . *

( I n  A n c h o r a g e )

Fred Vreeraan

A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  

D i v i s i o n  o f  P a r k s  a n d  O u t d o o r  R e c r e a t i o n  

3 6 0 1  C  S t r e e t ,  Rra  1 2 0 8  

P . O .  B o x  7 - 0 0 1

A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 1 0

P h o n e j  ( 9 0 7 )  7 6 2 - 4 5 1 7

F a i r b a n k s  r e s i d e n t s  m a y  c o n t a c t  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  P a r k s  a n d  O u t d o o r  

R e c r e a t i o n  o f f i c e  a t  4 7 9 - 4 1 1 4 ,  I n  W a s i i l a ,  c a l l  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  P a r k s  a n d  

O u c d o o r  R e c r e a t i o n  W a s i i l a  o f f i c e  a c  7 4 5 - 3 9 7 5 .
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N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e

2 5 2 5  G a m b e l l  S t r e e t ,  R m  1 0 7  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 0 3 - 2 8 9 2  

P h o n e s  ( 9 0 7 )  2 7 1 - 2 6 9 7



3 i s > 0 /  S O

[)J >  Cl A . . HrryvupSX'& *  ® 86

\S>1 w u  cJLClc u  \J> o/S^C ftU Ltu
fv lmX-ou laC C\o^ jucsL u /̂ O -Jo& vUt-.
i t / u u  ^ c u y J v i t j x ^  t i t

O j l P ,S  B  b ttb  - C u J 'u x t- \P
U -A ' Cub U U lL-U U
CiJVL QJULAXAU 6 O' Ac/nuî
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PUBLIC OPINION HESSAGE

T O : S E N A T O R  A R L X S 5  S T U R G U L E W S K I
F R O M J O Y C E  B A K E R  

P O B O X  1 5 3 8  
P A L M E R  
7 4 - 5 - 2 2 2 S

9 9 6 H - 5

B I L L  N O :  S B  2 2 3
S U B J E C T :  E S T A B L I S H I N G  T H E  S U S I T N A  S T A T E  F O R E S T
M E S S A G E :
P L E A S E  D E F E A T  T H I S  B I L L .  I F  T H E  L A N D  I S  I N  P R I V A T E  
O W N E R S H I P ,  A T A X  B A S E  W I L L  B E  C R E A T E D .  WE N E E D  M O RE  
T A X E S  B U T  WE D O N ' T  N E E D  O U R  T A X E S  R A I S E D  ON  WHAT  WE 
H A V E  NOW.  T H A N K  Y O U .

D A T E :  O f / 2 1 / 8 6  T I M E :  I f :  f S :  3 9  S E N T  B Y :  M A T S U  L I O

C O P I E S  T O :  H O U S E  M E M B E R S
S E N A  ' E  M E M B E R S
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PUBLIC OPINION HESSAGE

S E N A T O R  A R L I S S  S T U R G U L E W S K I
R O S E  P A L M Q U I S T . M A T S U  B O R O U G H  A S S E M B L Y  
P O  B O X  8 7 0 2 9 6
W A S I L L A  A K  9 9 6 8 7
3 7 6 - 0 1 1 0
S B  2 2 3
E S T A B L I S H I N G  T H E  S U S I T N A  S T A T E  F O R E S T

T H E  M A T S U  B O R O U G H  A S S E M B L Y  R E A F F I R M E D  I T S  P O S I T I O N  O F  D I S A G R E E M E N T  O F  
S B 2 2 3  AT  T H I S  T I M E .  AN D  T O O K  D I R E C T  A C T I O N  T O  S U P P O R T  T H E  T I M B E R  
I N D U S T R Y  U N D E R  T H E  P R E S E N T  S T A T U A T E .

D A T E :  0 4 - / 2 3 / 8 6  T I M E :  1 1 : 3 9 : 5 8  S E N T  B Y :  M A T S U  L I O

C O P I E S  T O : S E N A T E  F I N A N C E  
S E N A T E  R E S O U R C E S



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

S E N A T O R  A R L I S S  S T U R G U L E W S K I
O L G A  W ARD  
P  OB  8 7 0 3 7 7  
W A S I L L A  
3 7 6 - 3 H - 9 t

9 9 S 8 7

T O :
F R O M :

B I L L  NO :
S U B J E C T :
M E S S A G E :
I  W I S H  Y O U  T O  D E F E A T  T H I S  B I L L .  L A N D  S H O U L D  B E  I N  P R I V A T E  O W N E R S H I P  
A S  O P P O S E D  T O  M O R E  ( L A N D )  I N  G O V E R N M E N T  C O N T R O L .

S B  2 2 3
E S T A B L I S H I N G  T H E  S U S I T N A  S T A T E  F O R E S T

D A T E :  0 H - / 2 2 / 8 6  T I M E :  1 3 .  2 6 :  2 7  S E N T  B Y :  M A T S U  L I O

C O P I E S  T O :  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E :  R O N A L D  L .  C R O N )  L A R S O N
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E :  K A T I E  H U R L E Y
S E N A T E  R E S O U R C E S  
S E N A T E  F I N A N C E



E ®IF lhm  

T f f l l  t t i f l l l U T M
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS A G E N C Y

o 0

M E M O R A N D U M A p r i l  2 2 ,  1 9 8 6

POUCH Y . STATE CAPITOL
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811

907.465-3800

SUBJECT:

TO:

FROM:

S u s i t n a  S t a t e  F o r e s t  
[CSSB 2 2 3 ( R e s o u r c e s )]

S e n a t o r  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i  
Ch a i r ,  S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e

R i c h a r d  A. B r a d l e y / )
L e g i s l a t i v e  CounsaB?)

I  h a v e  p r e p a r e d  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  f o r  S B  2 2 3  a s  
r e q u e s t e d .

P l e a s e  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  l a n d  d e s c r i p t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  r e o r d e r e d  
i n  a  m o r e  l o g i c a l  s e q u e n c e .

I  n o t e  t h a t  S B  2 2 3  a s  i n t r o d u c e d  h a d  s o m e  a p p a r e n t  c o n f u s i o n  
i n  i t s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  l a n d .  T h e  b i l l  p r o v i d e s  d e s c r i p t i o n s  
o f  T o w n s h i p  *.4 N o r t h ,  R a n g e  9 W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n ,  i n  t w o  
d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s :  s e e  S B  2 2 3  a t  p a g e  8 ,  l i n e s  1 2  -  1 4  a n d  
p a g e  1 3 ,  l i n e s  1 4  -  1 9 .  S i n c e  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  a r e  n o t  i n  
c o n f l i c t ,  I  h a v e  c o m b i n e d  t h e m .

I  a l s o  n o t e  s o m e  i n c o n s i s t e n t  o r  i l l o g i c a l  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  
l a n d  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b i l l  ( S B  2 2 3 )  t h a t  y o u  m a y  w i s h  t o  
r e v i e w :

I n  T o w n s h i p  1 9  N o r t h ,  R a n g e  6 W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n ,  S e c t i o n  
3 4 ,  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  g i v e n  i s  " W l / 2 ,  W 1 / 2 E 1 / 2 ,  S E 1 / 4 ,  
S E 1 / 4 N E 1 / 4 " .  T h e  s e c o n d  a n d  t h i r d  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  
o v e r l a p .

I n  T o w n s h i p  2 1  N o r t h ,  R a n g e  8 W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n ,  S e c t i o n  
2 6 ,  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  g i v e n  i s  " E l / 2 ,  S W 1 / 4 ,  E 1 / 2 N W 1 / 4 ,  
S W 1 / 4 S W 1 / 4 " .  T h e  s e c o n d  a s p e c t  s w a l l o w s  t h e  f o u r t h  a s p e c t .

I n  T o w n s h i p  24  N o r t h ,  R a n g e  1 W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n ,  S e c t i o n  
3 1 ,  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  g i v e n  i s  " N W 1 / 4 ,  S W 1 / 4 ,  S 1 / 2 N E 1 / 4 .  
E 1 / 2 S W 1 / 4 " .  T h e  s e c o n d  a s p e c t  s w a l l o w s  t h e  f o u r t h  a s p e c t .



S e n a t o r  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i

P a g e  2
A p r i l  2 2, 1 9 8 6

I n  t h e  l a n d  d e s c r i p t i o n  r e c e i v e d  s u b s e q u e n t ly  from  th e  
d e p a r tm e n t ,  t h e r e  a r e  some more p ro b le m s .  W ith  r e f e r e n c e  to  
Township 21 N o r th ,  Range 5 W est, Sew ard M e r id ia n ,  th e  
d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f f e r e d  w ere  " S e c t io n s .  24 -  26 , S e c t i o n  26: 
W l/2 ,  N E 1/4". I  h av e  assum ed t h a t  w ha t was i n te n d e d  was 
S e c t i o n s  24 - 25 and S e c t i o n  2.6 a s  q u a l i f i e d .

And I  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b i l l  c o n t a i n e d  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  
t h e  "Y eo tn a  R i v e r . "  We f i n d  no su c h  r i v e r  i n  t h e  d i c t i o n a r y  
o f  A la sk a  p l a c e  names and  do f i n d  a  "Y en tn a  R iv e r "  t h a t  i s  
i n  t h e  a r e a .  I  h ave  d e l e t e d  t h e  "Y e o tn a "  r e f e r e n c e s  and 
s u b s t i t u t e d  "Y e n tn a "  f o r  them .

I  a l s o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  l a t e r  s u g g e s t i o n s  from  t h e  d e p a r tm e n t  
c o n ta in e d  s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  a d d i t i o n s . The fo rm a t  s u g g e s te d  
was t h a t  o f  " a d d i t i o n s ’1 and  t h e  fo rm a t  r e q u i r e d  a r e c o n s i d ­
e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  f o r  t h e  b i l l .  An exam ple o f  
w ha t was done may be  s e e n  by  r e v i e w in g  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  f o r  
Township 20 N o r th ,  Range 8 W est, Sew ard  M e r id ia n .  A p o r t i o n  
o f  i t s  d e s c r i p t i o n  h a d  r e a d :

S e c t io n s  2 - 1 1  
S e c t i o n  12: Wl / 2 ,  S E l / 4  
S e c t i o n  13 -  20

The d e p a r tm e n t  s u g g e s t e d  a d d in g  " S e c t i o n  12: N E1/4".

The r e s u l t  i s  t h a t  a l l  o f  S e c t i o n  12 i s  i n c l u d e d  (Wl /2,  
S E l / 4 , N E l / 4 )  and t h a t  means t h a t  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  w ould  r e a d :

S e c t io n s  2 - 2 0

The d e s c r i p t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  S e c t i o n s  25 -36  i n  Township 20 
N o r th ,  Range 7 W est a r e  h a n d le d  t h e  same way.

W hile  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  I  u n d e r s t a n d  w ha t was i n t e n d e d ,  you 
s h o u ld  re v ie w  a l l  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  c a r e f u l l y .

I f  I  may b e  o f  f u r t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e ,  p l e a s e  a d v i s e .

RA.3: mkr 
m5/007

E n c l o s u r e



10 April 1986

H o n o r a b l e  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i ,  C h a i r p e r s o n  
S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V (MS 3100)
Juneau, Al a s k a  99811

Dear S e n a t o r  S t u r g u l e w s k i ,

I have been r e a d i n g ,  w i t h  no l i t t l e  t r e p i d a t i o n ,  of the p r o p o s a l s  
for the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of state f o r e s t s  in the S u s i t n a  b a s i n  and 
Ya k a t a g a .

F i r s t l y ,  the f o r e s t s  of the G u l f  ar e a  c o n t a i n  l i t t l e  e c o n o m i c a l l y  
r e c o v e r a b l e  t i m b e r .  The lo n g  and d i s m a l  h i s t o r y  of the fo r e s t  
p r o d u c t s  i n d u s t r y  in the G u l f  a r e a  is we l l  know/*#While the State 
D i v i s i o n  of F o r e s t r y  and its l e g i t i m i z e r s  have no d o u b t  p a i n t e d  a 
rosy p i c t u r e  of the p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of the G u l f  area, b e l i e v e  me, 
only the State D i v i s i o n  of F o r e s t r y  s t a n d s  to b enefit. T h e r e  is an 
e x c e l l e n t  o p p o r t u n i t y  for the s t a t e  to send more g o o d  m o n e y  a fter 
bad by e s t a b l i s h i n g  a G u l f  forest.

Se c o n d l y ,  the n a t u r e  of the t i m b e r  c o v e r  in the S u s i t n a  B a s i n  is 
s u b - m a r g i n a l  on the w h o l e  and the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a S t a t e  fo r e s t  
here w o u l d  be the g r e a t e s t  of folly. Here too, the p r o s p e c t  for 
e c o n o m i c  inc o m e  and jobs has b e e n  w a v e d  be f o r e  us. The p r o s p e c t  of 
"the J a p a n e s e  c o m i n g "  at some f u t u r e  time e x c ites the c u p i d i t y  of 
most pe o p l e  b e y o n d  all p r e c e d e n t .  Here too, the m a g i c  f i g u r e  of 60 
jobs and plus $ 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  as i n c o m e  is cited. B e l i e v e  me, the jobs 
w o u l d  no d o u b t  be in the D i v i s i o n  of F o r e s t r y  and the p r o p o s e d  
i n c o m e  a myth.

The S t ate D i v i s i o n  of F o r e s t r y  and the I n s t i t u t e  of N o r t h e r n  
F o r e s t r y ,  UAF are g r o w t h  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and r e p r e s e n t  g r e a t  pu b l i c  
i n v e s t m e n t  and no r e t u r n .  T h ese p e o p l e  are not u n l i k e  the pe o p l e  
that ga v e  A l a s k a  the D e l t a  b a r l e y  and M c K e n z i e  P oint m i l k  
p r o j e c t s .

The s p a t i a l  a r e a s  o w n e d  by the s t a t e  can best be used for 
r e c r e a t i o n ,  t i m b e r  sales, and o t h e r  pursuits, in an u n c l a s s i f i e d  
c o n d i t i o n .  It w o u l d  seem that e l e c t e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of the 
p e o p l e  of this s t a t e  w o u l d  ma k e  an e f f o r t  to d i s t i n g u i s h  b e t w e e n  
the n e c e s s a r y  vs d e s i r a b l e  and be e x c e e d i n g l y  c a u t i o u s  of the 
v a r i o u s  ’pi e ' i n  the s k y ’ p r o p o s a l s  c o m i n g  from e v e r y  d i r e c t i o n .

J a mes W. Scott )
P. 0. Box 56
E a g l e  City, AK 9 9738



J !  C O O P E R A T I V E  E X T E N S I O N  S E R V I C E

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  A L A S K A ,  U S D A  &  S E A  G R A N T  C O O P E R A T I N G

University o f A laska, Fairbanks, A laska 99775-5200

A p r i l  1, 1986

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B e t t e  C a t o  j[ ^
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  /
P.O. B o x  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811 

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Cato:

J o h n  S t u r g e o n ,  the D i r e c t o r  of the D i v i s i o n  of F o r e s t r y ,  
w r o t e  m e  on M a r c h  11, 1986, a n d  r e q u e s t e d  that I se n d  you a 
" b r ief" letter on  m y  t h o u g h t s  r e g a r d i n g  S t a t e  F o r e s t s .  I 
hope that a "brief" l e t t e r  w i l l  suffice.

T h o s e  w h o  s u p p o r t  a s t a t e  f o r e s t  s y s t e m  g e n e r a l l y  do so to
a s s u r e  a l o n g - t e r m  s u p p l y  of raw m a t e r i a l  for the w o o d
p r o d u c t s  i n d u s t r y  a n d  to p r o v i d e  c o n t i n u e d  p u b l i c  a c c e s s  to 
all of the r e s o u r c e s  f o u n d  on p u b l i c  f o r e s t e d  lands.

T h e  w o o d  p r o d u c t s  i n d u s t r y  in i n t e r i o r  A l a s k a  has been
u n w i l l i n g  to m a k e  a d d i t i o n a l  i n v e s t m e n t s ,  e i t h e r  in new 
p l a n t s  or in e x p a n d i n g  e x i s t i n g  f a c i l i t i e s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  
has been no g u a r a n t e e  of a c o n t i n u e d  l o n g - t e r m  s u p p l y  of
timber. Even t h o u g h  t h e r e  are c o m m e r c i a l  f o r e s t  l ands o w n e d  
by the s t a t e  that c o u l d  p r o v i d e  a s u b s t a n t i a l  i n c r e a s e  in 
the l o n g - t e r m  s u p p l y  of t i m b e r  for l o c a l  f o r e s t  i n d u s t r i e s ,  
t h e s e  lands are not in a c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  that w o u l d  p r e v e n t  
t h e m  f r o m  b e i n g  r e c l a s s i f i e d  f o r  o t h e r  u s e s  by  t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s .  T h e  i n d u s t r y  w a n t s  a 
s e c u r e  f o r e s t  l a n d  b a s e ,  o n e  t h a t  is p r o t e c t e d  by 
l e g i s l a t i o n ,  i.e. s t a t e  f o r e s t  d e s i g n a t i o n .

T h e r e  have been s u g g e s t i o n s  th a t  the s t a t e  d i s p o s e  of its 
f o r e s t  lands a n d  h a v e  the p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  p r o v i d e  the n e e d e d  
t i m b e r  r e s ources. T h o s e  w h o  s u g g e s t  this e n v i s i o n  m a n y  
s m a l l  and m e d i u m  s i z e d  w o o d l o t  o w n e r s  h a p p i l y  s u p p l y i n g  the 
industry. A n y  f o r e s t  e c o n o m i s t  w o u l d  tell y o u  that such 
o p e r a t i o n s  are not e c o n o m i c a l l y  e f f i c i e n t  and c o u l d  n e v e r  
p a y  f o r  t h e i r  m a n a g e m e n t  c o s t s ,  n o t  t o  m e n t i o n  the 
d i f f i c u l t i e s  the i n d u s t r y  w o u l d  h a v e  in o b t a i n i n g  a s u p p l y  
f r o m  m a n y  small i n d e p e n d e n t  l a n d  o w n e r s h i p s .  Ev e n  if it 
w e r e  a c c e p t a b l e  to A l a s k a n s  to h a v e  the s t a t e  sell v e r y  
l a r g e  a c r e a g e s  to the p r i v a t e  s e c t o r ,  w h a t  is to p r e v e n t  a 
l a r g e  p r i v a t e  c o r p o r a t i o n  f r o m  s e l l i n g  its p r o d u c t s  to the
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h i g h e s t  bidder, even if that b i d d e r  is o v e r s e a s ?  W i t n e s s  
w h a t  several N a t i v e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  in s o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  are 
doing. T h e y  are l i q u i d a t i n g  t heir o l d  g r o w t h  t i m b e r  for 
fo r e i g n  buyers. N o t  o n l y  is raw m a t e r i a l  not b e ing 
p r o c e s s e d  in A l a s k a ,  but the timber is not b e i n g  h a r v e s t e d  
at s u s t a i n e d - y i e l d  rates. In the n o t - t o o - d i s t a n t  f u t u r e  
t h ere will be no for e s t  to harvest. W h a t  m a y  m a k e  g o o d  
e c o n o m i c  sense to t h ese c o r p o r a t i o n s  w o u l d  not m a k e  e c o n o m i c  
s e n s e  to an i n d u s t r y  d e p e n d i n g  on a l o n g - t e r m  s u s t a i n e d  
supply. L u c k i l y  for s o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a ,  the U.S. F o r e s t  
S e r v i c e  is m a n a g i n g  t h e i r  lands o n  a s u s t a i n e d - y i e l d  basis. 
W h a t  w o u l d  h a p p e n  to the ind u s t r y  if t h ere w e r e  no a g e n c y  
p r a c t i c i n g  s u s t a i n e d - y i e l d  f o r e s t r y  in i n t e r i o r  A l a s k a ?

F o r e s t s  are r e s e r v o i r s  c o n t a i n i n g  m a n y  o t h e r  r e s o u r c e s  that 
the p u b l i c  s h o u l d  have c o n t i n u e d  a c c e s s  to. S i n g l e - u s e  la n d  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  d e p r i v e  the p u b l i c  of the a r r a y  of r e s o u r c e s  
t h a t  w o u l d  be p o s s i b l e  u n d e r  the m u l t i p l e - u s e  m a n a g e m e n t  of 
s t a t e  forests. F o r e s t e d  lands put into the p r i v a t e  h a n d s  
w o u l d  m o s t  l i k e l y  put an end to p u b l i c  a c c e s s  to the land 
f or any purpose. S t a t e  f o r e s t s  w o u l d  be m a n a g e d  f o r  a 
v a r i e t y  of purposes, u t i l i z i n g  w i t h o u t  i m p a i r m e n t ,  the 
c a p a b i l i t i e s  of the l a n d  to m e e t  d i f f e r e n t  d e m a n d s  
s i m u l t a n e o u s l y .

F o r  yo u r  i n f o r mation, I have e n c l o s e d  the S o c i e t y  of 
A m e r i c a n  Foresters' p o s i t i o n  o n  the m u l t i p l e  u s e  of f o r e s t  
lands, a " R a t i o n a l e  for a S t a t e  F o r e s t  S y s t e m "  p r e p a r e d  by 
t h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  a n d  t w o  
t r a n s c r i p t s  of S A F  t e s t i m o n y  p r e p a r e d  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  
p r o p o s e d  S u s i t n a  S t a t e  Forest.

N

S i n c e r e l y >

T G / s a j

E n c l o s u r e s .

cc: Irv S k e l t o n
J a m e s  M a t t h e w s  
J o h n  S t u r g e o n  
J a n  Faiks 
D e n n y  R a u w
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Representing the Forestry Profession in America

MULTIPLE USE OF FOREST LANDS 
A POSITION OF THE SOCIETY U  AMERICAN FORESTERS*

Forests occupy some 3/4 billion acres, or one-third of the land area of 
the United States. Demands on forest lands for goods and services are increas­
ing rapidly and are expected to increase still faster in the future. Conflicts 
in use have become accentuated in recent years by requests to administrative, 
legislative, and judicial bodies to influence and regulate public and private 
forest management. Such conflicts are especially sharp where interest groups 
believe that the use demands of other interest groups compete with their own.

Diversity of Use Demands on Forest Lands.

Forests receive, store, and make available most of the nation's useable 
water. They satisfy the nation's requirements for wood, a major, renewable, 
and highly versatile raw material. Forest vegetation stabilizes soil, has a 
moderating effect on local climate, reduces sound and air pollutants, and helps 
maintain atmospheric oxygen-carbon dioxide balances. Recreation, encompassing 
a wide variety of individual and group activities, has become a major use of 
forest lands. Forests, and the streams and lakes they help to sustain, provide 
the habitat for wildlife and fish, which are also major, renewable resources. 
Forest lands provide forage to help feed browsing wildlife and domestic livestock. 
Some forest lands are an important source of minerals and others provide space 
for utility lines, transportation corridors, reservoirs, and other land-consuming 
uses.

What Multiple Use Is.

Increasing demands upon limited forest lands can be met with coordination 
of uses on specific areas. Foresters have developed and applied the concept of 
multiple use whereby land is managed for a variety of purposes which utilizes, 
without impairment, the capabilities of the land to meet different demands simul­
taneously. Properly implemented, multiple use sustains production and avoids 
environmental deterioration. The multiple-use strategy takes effective advantage 
of capabilities of diverse portions of a forest to meet both current and pro­
jected demands.

Mt .y benefits accrue on a forest regardless of the management strategy 
employed. For example, a forest managed exclusively for recreation can provide 
water, climatic, and wildlife benefits. Similarly, one managed exclusively for 
timber can provide water, climatic, wildlife, and recreation benefits. It is 
extremely difficult to visualize any exclusive forest use which does not also 
provide other benefits. The supply of forest lands is inadequate to meet all 
demands, but the multiple-use strategy normally provides the largest sum of social, 
economic, and spiritual benefits.

’'Approved by the Council of the Society of American Foresters, November 20, 1980. 
A position of the Society of American Foresters expires three years after the 
date of its adoption unless, after thorough rt/iew, its continuance is approved.
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In application of the multiple-use concept, primary and secondary uses 
emerge on specific portions of forest areas. The expertise of forestry profes­
sionals is required to determine, within the objectives of ownership which is the 
primary use; how it can best be implemented; and, where desirable, how it can be 
modified to accommodate secondary and incidental uses. To best accomplish the 
objectives of the landowner, multiple-use forest lands— whether managed for 
exclusive, primary and secondary uses, or left in a general-use category— should 
be managed for the greatest sum of net benefits over time.

Accomplishing the Objectives of Forest Land O wnership.



O a i ' ! n a t u r a l

R E S O U R C E S

R A T IO N A LE  FOR A  S T A T E  F O R ES T  SYSTEM

H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  t h e  f o r e s t s  o f  A la s k a  h a v e  p r o v id e d  i t s  i n h a b i t a n t s  w i t h  
b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l s ,  f u e l ,  r e c r e a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  d i v e r s i t y  o f  w i l d l i f e  

an d  u n t o ld  o t h e r  b e n e f i t s .  R e c e n t  r a p i d  s h i f t s  i n  o w n e r s h ip  p a t t e r n s  an d  

s i n g l e - u s e  a l l o c a t i o n s  o f  t h a t  l a n d  h a v e  s e v e r e l y  h a r o e r e d  p u b l i c  

a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  t h e s e  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  s t i f l e d  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  a  v i a b l e  

f o r e s t  p r o d u c t s  i n d u s t r y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  A l a s k a .

T h e  f u l l  im p a c t  o f  t h e s e  e n c ro a c h m e n t s  o n  t h e  p u b l i c  u s e  o f  t h e  l a n d ,  i f  

a l lo w e d  t o  c o n t in u e ,  w i l l  n o t  be  f u l l y  r e a l i z e d  f o r  y e a r s  a n d  p o s s i b l y  

d e c a d e s .  C o n t in u e d  p r e s s u r e s  t o  f u r t h e r  r e d u c e  t h e  p u b l i c l y  ow ned  f o r e s t  

l a n d  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  m u l t i p l e - u s e  m an ag em en t i s  e r o d in g  t h i s  b a s e .

I t  i s  i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  S t a t e  to  l e g i s l a t i v e l y  d e s ig n a t e  l a r g e  

t r a c t s  o f  p r i m a r i l y  f o r e s t e d  la n d s  f o r  lo n g - t e r m  p u b l i c  r e t e n t i o n  a n d  

m an ag em en t f o r  a  m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  r e s o u r c e s ,  a s  e n v i s io n e d  b y  t h e  f r a m e r s  o f  
th e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  f  A l a s k a .

S in p l e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  la n d  a s  " f o r e s t e d "  d o e s  n o t  a s s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  
d i v e r s i t y  o f  b e n e f i t s ,  s o  n e e d e d  b y  A l a s k a ,  w i l l  r e m a in  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  

f u t u r e  g e n e r a t io n s . -

F o r e s t  l a n d  i n  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h ip  m ig h t  w e l l  p ro d u c e  t h e  f o r e s t  p r o d u c t s  

n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  t h e  S t a t e ,  b u t  n o t  a l l o w  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  

l a n d  f o r  i t s  o t h e r  r e s o u r c e  v a l u e s  b y  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c .

A  s t a t e  f o r e s t  s y s t e m  i s  a  u s e - o r ie n t e d  c o n c e p t .  I t  w o u ld  n o t  o n ly  p r o v id e  

th e  i n c e n t i v e  to  d e v e lo p  a  s t a b l e  f o r e s t  p r o d u c t s  i n d u s t r y  c a p a b le  o f  

r e d u c in g  t h e  am o u n t o f  lu m b e r  b e in g  im p o r t e d  to  m e e t o u r  n e e d s  (so m e  75% o f  

t h e  sa w n  lu m b e r  u s e d  i n  t h e  I n t e r i o r ) ,  b u t  a l s o  p r o v id e  a c c e s s  f o r  h u n t in g ,  

f i s h i n g ,  c a m p in g , b e r r y  p i c k i n g ,  e t c .  S t a t e  f o r e s t s  a r e  n o t  a  l o c k u p ,  b u t  

a  d e p e n d a b le  y e a r - a f t e r - y e a r  s o u r c e  o f  a l l  t h e  r e n e w a b le  r e s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  

S t a t e ,  f o r  a l l  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  S t a t e .
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My name 1s Al len Richmond, speaking on beha l f  of the  Alaska S t a t e  

Socie ty of American Fo r e s t e r s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  aproxlmately 280 

f o r e s t e r s  throughout  our s t a t e .  Our Socie ty  s t r ong l y  endorses  

adding the proposed Sus i tna  S t a t e  Fores t  to the  S t a t e  Fores t  

System.

In 1983 the  Alaska L e g i s l a t u r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a S t a t e  Fores t  System. 

S t a t e  Fores t s  are managed according to the  p r i n c i p l e s  of mu l t i p l e  

use whereby land 1s managed for  a v a r i e t y  of purposes which 

u t i l i z e s ,  wi thout  impairment ,  the c a p a b i l i t i e s  of the  land to 

meet d i f f e r e n t  demands s i mul t aneous l y .  Proper ly  Implemented,  

mu l t i p l e  use s u s t a i n s  product ion and avoids envronn.neni al 

d e t e r l o r a t i  on.

The proposed Sus i tna  S t a t e  Fores t  con t a i ns  approximately 530,000 

ac res .  Commercial f o r e s t s  cover  150,000 ac res  which could y i e l d  

an annual a l lowable  cut  of 1 to 1 .5  mi l l i on  board f ee t  of 

softwood and 10 to 15 thousand cords of hardwoods for  comercial  

and personal  use.  Much of t he  proposed s t a t e  f o r e s t  i s  a l so 

val uable  for  r e c r e a t i o n  and tour i sm,  and w i l d l i f e  and f i s h e r i  3 

h a b i t a t .  These and o t he r  uses wi l l  be pe rmi t t ed  under a 

management plan to be prepared by the Alaska Divi s ion of

1



Fores t ry .  Some of the other  uses i nc lude  mineral  exp l o r a t i on  ard
t

development,  grazing,  t r appi ng ,  g r e en b e l t s ,  s u b s i s t e n c e  uses,  

watershed management and r esear ch .

The changing and unce r t a i n  land s t a t u s  in Alaska has been one of 

the  f a c t o r s  t h a t  has di scouraged the  development  of a wood 

products  i ndus t ry  by keeping the supply of raw ma t e r i a l s  

unce r t a i n .  I f  a wood products  i ndus t ry  can t ake  fu l l  advantage 

of the  es t imated  al lowable cut  in the proposed f o r e s t ,  ar 

es t i ma t ed  60 d i r e c t  and i n d i r e c t  jobs  could r e s u l t ,  provid ing  

$240,000 in annual revenue and an annual payrol l  of $2.1 mi l l i o n .

Committing lands to long- term f o r e s t  management in the  R a i l b e l t  

i s  c r i t i c a l  i f  Alaska i s  to achieve any level  of s e l f  

s u f f i c i e n c y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  with r e s pe c t  to lumber.  The R a i l b e l t  

could al so even t ua l l y  supply Alaskan,  "Lower Forty Eight" ,  and 

fore ign  manufacturers  with s u b s t a n t i a l  q u a n t i t i e s  of f i n e  b i r ch  

hardwood mater i a l  for  f u r n i t u r e  manufacture,  pane l l i ng  and

f l oo r i ng .  Limited amounts of t hese  product s  are  being produced 

today in the Matanuska and Sus i tna  Val leys.

I would l i k e  to b r i e f l y  d i scuss ,  our S o c i e t y ' s  view of how

mul t i p l e  use management i s  implemented.  In a p p l i c a t i o n ,  the  

mu l t i p l e  use concept  involves  managing a s p e c i f i c  f o r e s t  area for  

var ious  b e n e f i t s  and may r e s u l t  in 1) e x c l u s i v e  use on some 

por t i ons ,  2) the  emergence of primary and secondary uses on o t he r  

po r t i ons ,  and 3) a gene r a l - u s e  ca t egory where no one use

j u s t i f i e s  s p e c i f i c  des i gna t i on .  An "exc l us i ve  use" i s  one for

2



which an area 1s r eserved and managed for  one purpose,  wi th o t he r  

managed uses excluded.  A "primary use" 1s one for  which an area  

1s predominant ly managed but which permi t s  secondary managed 

uses.  A "secondary use" Is a managed use o t he r  than t h a t  for
"ceherol-U-se.''

which the  land area 1s predonmlnant ly managed. In t he  <ft?nral- uoe 

ca tegory,  f o r e s t  lands are d e l i b e r a t e l y  managed for  s p e c i f i e d  

o b j e c t i v e s ,  but  no asslngment  of p r i o r i t i e s  1s made.

The Alaska S t a t e  Society of American Fo r e s t e r s  recommends t h a t  

the  150,000 acres  of commercial f o r e s t  land w11h1n the  530,000 

acres  be des igna t ed  as "primary use" because of t he  Impor tance of 

the commercial f o r e s t  land base to t he  development  of a v i a b l e  

f o r e s t  I ndus t ry  1n the  Ra i l b e l t  area.

Thank you for  the oppor tuni ty  to t e s t i f y .  I f  t h e r e  1s anyway we 

can be of a s s i s t a n c e  to the Senate Resource Commltte 1n the  

c l a r i f i c a t i o n  of i s sues  and pol i cy  r egard i ng  the  management of 

f o r e s t  land p l ease  do not h e s i t a t e  to ca l l  upon us.

For f u r t h e r  i nformat i on  cont ac t :

Tony Gasbarro 
C h a 1rman
Alaska S t a t e  Socie ty  of American Fore s t e r s  
2687 Horse t a i l  Tra i l  
Fai rbanks ,  Alaska 99709
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The Alaska Society of American Foresters strongly endorses the concept of the 
Susitna State Forest. This is consistent with the Alaska State Forest 
Practices Act which mandates managing Alaska's forest lands according to the 
principles of multiple use. It is also consistent with the State's Land 
Management plan for multiple use of the Mat-Su valley's natural resources.
That plan calls for allocating uses to agriculture, forestry, parks and 
refuges, mineral development, wildlife habitat, recreation, settlement, and 
water resources. The plan, which has undergone 3 years of public review, 
public input, and finally completion by the State Planners and approval by the
Mat-Su Borough in 1985, deals with a 9.65 million acre area.

The development of a State Forest on 500,000 acres utilizes a mere 5% of the 
total 9.65 million acres. Five percent is a very small portion to be 
dedicating to something as important to all of us as forestry— the source of 
most of our homes, buildings, and our paper products.

From vegetation inventory studies of the Mat-Su area, over 4 million acres is
in forest land, and about 2 million acres is classes as commercial timberland 
(Hutchison's ALASKA FOREST RESOURCES, 1967). It has been estimated that there 
is about 158,000 acres of commercial grade timber in the 500,000 acre area 
designated for a State Forest. 138,000 acres is only about 7$ of all 
commercial timberland in the valley. This is the only area of the 2 million 
acres of commercial timberland in the valley that is designated for public 
multiple use forest management. Good multiple use forest management requires 
relatively large parcels of contiguous land for the most effective sustained 
yield timber managment. This is best provided for in public ownership.

There has been concern raised that this State Forest area will be removed from
agriculture considerations. That is true. However based on information 
provided by the State Planners office, of the 13 areas designated in the 
Borough plan as "prime" agriculture areas, only a small corner of one of the 
13 is located within that portion of the proposed State Forest near Peters 
Creek. That area was originally designated as class 2-3, and was later 
reclassed to 4-5, which is unsuitable for agriculture.

The point is often made that State Forests are land "lockups." Multiple use
management of public lands is a "lock-up" only for private ownership and 
settlement. The Society of American Foresters supports private ownership. It 
is an important basis of our society. However, private ownership is in itself 
the ultimate lockup to public and multiple use. When land goes into private 
ownership, the "no trespassing" signs usually go up, and the possibilities for 
public access for hunting, fishing, mineral exploration, firewood and timber 
extraction are excluded. We currently have a good deal of public land in 
Alaska, but so did Colorado and Wyoming at one time. When one wants to get to 
some of the best deer, elk and antelope hunting in Wyoming, there are the "no 
trespass” signs to deal with. One will not see "no trespass" signs preventing 
hunting, fishing, mineral exploration, hiking, firewood harvest, and other 
recreation activities on a State Forest. Public access is mandated by law!!!

We owe our children those land access freedoms, as well as the promise of good 
public forest management programs on at least some, if only 5%t of the Mat-Su 
valley forest lands. The Society of American Foresters strongly endorses the 
establishment of the Sustina State Forest through the passage of State Senate 
Bill # 223.

* Presented by Jim LaBau on March 18, 1986 to the Mat-Su Borough Assembly, Palmer,

ALASKA SOCIETY OF AMERICAN FORESTER’S POSITION ON THE SUSITNA STATE FOREST *



P U B L I C  F O R U M :  " D O  A L A S K A N S  W A N T  S T A T E  F O R E S T S ? "

T h e  C a s e  of the P r o p o s e d  Susitna State

A N  E V E N I N G  O F  D E B A T E  

A P R I L  17th, 7:00 p m

Mat-Su B o r o u g h  Office Building, A s s e m b l y  Rm., Palmer

• Is a  state forest another land lock-up?

• Is the p r o p o s e d  Susitna State Forest a  threat to agriculture?

• W h a t  is m e a n t  b y  multiple u s e ?  W h a t  restrictions to land u s e  are there 

o n  a  state forest?

• Will A l a s k a n s  benefit f r o m  a  state forest s y s t e m ?

G u e s t  S p e a k e r s  (Partial List)

R o n  V r o m a n ,  former M a t - S u  B o r o u g h  C h a i r m a n ;  Dick Tindall, R e s o u r c e  

D e v e l o p m e n t  Council; G r e g  Bell, M a t - S u  Logger's Association; J o h n  

Sturgeon, Director of State Division of Forestry; Z a n e  Cornett, Society of 

A m e r i c a n  Foresters; State Division of Agriculture representative a n d  others.

For m o r e  information call:

F r e d  Patten at 2 7 1 - 2 5 5 7  

D e n i  R a u w  at 7 6 2 - 4 2 2 0

______________

S p o n s o r e d  B y

’ SOC1FTY \

C o o k  Inlet C h a p t e r
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AM/-? 2  4 1986

Honorab le  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i  
A l a s ka  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
Pouch V. (MS 3100)
J u n e a u ,  Ak 99811

Dear  Ms. S t u r g u l e w s k i :

S e n a t e  B i l l  #223,  a s  p r o p o s e d ,  w i l l  p e r m a n e n t l y  deny any p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p  
and t h e r e b y ,  any p o s s i b l e  t a x  b a s e  o f  t h e  o v e r  500,000  a c r e s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  p l a n n e d  
S u s i t n a  S t a t e  F o r e s t .  On l y  7 ^ 8 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  c a r r y  t h e  t a x  s u p p o r t  bu r d e n  on 1 3 , 9 7 2 , 0 0 0  
r e m a i n i n g  a c r e s  in  t h e  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a ‘ Borough a t  p r e s e n t .

Given t h e  u n c e r t a i n  ec onomi c  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  i s . i t  w i s e  t o  p e r m a n e n t l y  l o c k  
t h i s  l and  away f rom p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p ?  The c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
A l a s k a ,  A r t i c l e  V I I I ,  s t a t e s  in  S e c t i o n  l : " l t  i s  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  S t a t e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  
t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  I t s  l a n d  and  d e v e l opmen t  o f  I t s  r e s o u r c e s  by making them a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  maximum use  c o n s i s t a n t  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t " .

R e s e a r c h  shows t h a t  t h e  l a n d  i n  t h e  a r e a  i s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  a m u l t i t u d e  o f  u s e s  i n  p r i v a  
o w n e r s h i p .  T r u e ,  t h e  S t a t e  p l a n s  m u l t i p l e  u s e  f o r  t h e  l a n d ,  b u t  government  l a n d  does  
n o t  p a y  t a x e s . . . I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p s  h a v e  been  s u c c e s s f u l  in  r ~ 
l i m i t i n g  t he  use o f  p u b l i c  l a n d s  much beyond what  t h e  o r i g i n a l  I n t e n t  was when t h e s e  
a r e a s  weru e s t a b l i s h e d .

An example  i s  t h e  e m b a t t l e d  m i n e r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e .

The S t a t e  should  be  e x t r e m e l y  c a r e f u l  o f  p e r m a n e n t l y  c l a s s i f y i n g  p o t e n t i a l  t a x  b a s e  i 
l and  i n t o  a r e s t r i c t e d  u s e .  P l e a s e  d e f e a t  t h i s  b i l l .

S i n c e r e l y ,



Honor ab l e  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
Pouch V. (MS 3100)
J u n e a u ,  Ak 95811

Dear  Ms. S t u r g u l e w s k i :

S e n a t e  B i l l  #223,  a s  p r o p o s e d ,  w i l l  p e r m a n e n t l y  deny any  p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p  
and t h e r e b y ,  any p o s s i b l e  t a x  b a s e  o f  t h e  o v e r  500,000  a c r e s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  p l a n n e d  
S u s i t n a  S t a t e  F o r e s t .  Only  7 ^ 8 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  c a r r y  t h e  t a x  s u p p o r t  b u r de n  on 1 ' 3»972,000 
r e m a i n i n g  a c r e s  in t h e  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  Borough a t  p r e s e n t .

Given t h e  u n c e r t a i n  ec onomi c  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  i s . i t  w i s e  t o  p e r m a n e n t l y  l o c k  
t h i s  l and  away f rom p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p ?  The c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
A l a s k a ,  A r t i c l e  V I I I ,  s t a t e s  in S e c t i o n  1 : 1111 i s  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  S t a t e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  
t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  i t s  l a n d  and  d ev e l op me n t  o f  i t s  r e s o u r c e s  by making them a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  maximum use  c o n s i s t a n t  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t " .

R e s e a r c h  shows t h a t  t h e  l a n d  i n  t h e  a r e a  i s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  a m u l t i t u d e  o f  u s e s  i n  p r i v a  
o w n e r s h i p .  T r u e ,  t h e  S t a t e  p l a n s  m u l t i p l e  use  f o r  t h e  l a n d ,  b u t  government  l a n d  does  
n o t  pay  t a x e s . . . In  r e c e n t  y e a r s  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p s  have  been  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  
l i m i t i n g  the  use  o f  p u b l i c  l a n d s  much beyond what  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t  was when t h e s e  
a r e a s  were  e s t a b l i s h e d .

An example  i s  t h e  e m b a t t l e d  m i n e r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e

T h e  S t a t e  should be e x t r e m e l y  careful o f  p e r m a n e n t l y  c l a s s i f y i n g  potential t a x  base. •

land into a r e s t r i c t e d  use. P l e a s e  d efeat this bill.

» ̂  )H-v .’V>T eT*

Sincerely,



H o n o r ab l e  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
Pouch V. (MS 3100)
J u n e a u ,  Ak 99811

Dear  Ms. S t u r g u l e w s k i :

S e n a t e  B i l l  #223,  a s  p r o p o s e d ,  w i l l  p e r m a n e n t l y  deny any p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p  
and t h e r e b y ,  any p o s s i b l e  t a x  b a s e  o f  t h e  o v e r  500,000 a c r e s  I n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  planned 
S u s i t n a  S t a t e  F o r e s t .  Only  7 ^ 8 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  c a r r y  t h e  t a x  s u p p o r t  b u r d e n  on 13»972 , 000  
r e m a i n i n g  a c r e s  i n  t h e  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a ' B o r o u g h  a t  p r e s e n t .

Given t h e  u n c e r t a i n  ec onomi c  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  i s . i t  w i s e  t o  p e r m a n e n t l y  l o c k  
t h i s  l a nd  away f rom p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  o w n e r sh i p ?  The c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
A l a s k a ,  A r t i c l e  V I I I ,  s t a t e s  in  S e c t i o n  l : " l t  i s  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  S t a t e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  
t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  i t s  l a n d  and  deve l opment  o f  i t s  r e s o u r c e s  by mak i ng  them a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  maximum u s e  c o n s i s t a n t  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t " .

R e s e a r c h  shows t h a t  t h e  l a n d  i n  t h e  a r e a  i s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  a m u l t i t u d e  o f  u s e s - i n  p r i v a  
o w n e r s h i p .  T r u e ,  t h e  S t a t e  p l a n s  m u l t i p l e  use  f o r  t h e  l a n d ,  b u t  gove r nme n t  l a n d  does  
n o t  p a y  t a x e s . . . I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p s  h a v e  b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l  in  
l i m i t i n g  t h e  use  o f  p u b l i c  l a n d s  much beyond what  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t  was  when t h e s e  
a r e a s  were  e s t a b l i s h e d .

An ex a mp l e  i s  t h e  e m b a t t l e d  m i n e r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e .

T h e  S t a t e  should b e  e x t r e m e l y  careful of p e r m a n e n t l y  c l a s s i f y i n g  p o t e n t i a l  t a x  b a s e

land into a r e s t r i c t e d  use. P l e a s e  defeat this bill.

S i n c e r e l y .
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Honor ab l e  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
Pouch V. <MS 3100)
J u n e a u ,  Ak 99811

Dear  Ms. S t u r g u l e w s k i :

S e n a t e  B i l l  #223,  a s  p r o p o s e d ,  w i l l  p e r m a n e n t l y  deny any p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p  
^nd t h e r e b y ,  any p o s s i b l e  t a x  b a s e  o f  t h e  o v e r  500,000 a c r e s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  p l a n n e d  
S u s i t n a  S t a t e  F o r e s t .  Only  7 ^ 8 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  c a r r /  t he  t a x  s u p p o r t  b u r d e n  on 1 3 » 9 72 , 0 00  
r e m a i n i n g  a c r e s  i n  t h e  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a ' B o r o u g h  a t  p r e s e n t .

Given t h e  u n c e r t a i n  ec onomi c  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  i s . i t  w i s e  t o  p e r m a n e n t l y  l o c k  
t h i s  l and  away f rom p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p ?  The c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
A l a s k a ,  A r t i c l e  V I I I ,  s t a t e s  in  S e c t i o n  l : " l t  i s  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  S t a t e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  
t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  i t s  l a n d  and  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  i t s  r e s o u r c e s  by mak i ng  them a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  maximum use  c o n s i s t a n t  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t " .

R e s e a r c h  shows t h a t  t h e  l a n d  i n  t h e  a r e a  i s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  a m u l t i t u d e  o f  u s e s  i n  p r i v a  
o w n e r s h i p .  T r u e ,  t h e  S t a t e  p l a n s  m u l t i p l e  use  f o r  t h e  l a n d ,  b u t  g ov e r n me n t  l a n d  d o e s  
n o t  pay  t a x e s . . . i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p s  have  b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  
l i m i t i n g  t h e  use  o f  p u b l i c  l a n d s  much beyond what  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t  was  when t h e s e  
a r e a s  were  e s t a b l i s h e d .

An example  i s  t h e  e m b a t t l e d  m i n e r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e .
• __ —  —

T h e  State should b e  e x t r e m e l y  careful o f  p e r m a n e n t l y  c l a s s i f y i n g  p o t e n t i a l  t a x  b a s e

land into a r e s t r i c t e d  use. P l e a s e  d e f e a t  this bill.

*'lv
M i

■£><

Vr*f



T O :  S E N A T O R S  K E R T T U L A ,  D E V R I E S ,  S T U R G U L E W S K I ,  F A H R E N K A M P ,
C O G H I L L ,  E L I A S O N ,  V *  F I S C H E R ,  H A L F O R D ,  Z H A R O F F  

R E P  L A R S O N ,  H U R L E Y

F R :  A N N  D I C K S O N
P  0  B O X  1 1 6 1  
W I L L O W  9 9 6 8 8

R E :  S B 2 2 3  -  S U S I T N A  F O R E S T

I  A M  I N  F A V O R  O F  T H I S  B I L L *
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T O :  S E N A T O R S ' .  K E R T T U L A ,  D E V R I E S ' ,  | I M | | j | W i | | H l l l i l l l l O T  F A H R E N K A M P ,
C O G H I L L ,  E L I A S O N ,  V *  F I S C H E R ,  H A L F O R D ,  Z H A F O F F

i dF R :  D O R I S  V O G T
P  0  B O X  8 7 1 3 5 0  
U A S I L L A  9 9 6 8 7

R E :  S B 2 2 3  -  S U S I T N A  F O  R E S T

I  A M  O P P O S E D  T O  S B 2 2 3 .  W E  W A N T  T O  S E E '  T H E  L A N D  I N  P R I V A T E  
O W N E R S H  I P  W I T H  A  T A X  B A S E  N O T  L O C K U P  M O R E  L A N D .  I F  B I L L  W E R E  
M O D I F I E D  T O  I N C L U  D E  1 3 8  A C R E S  O F  F O R E S T E D  L A N D ,  I  W O U L D  H A V E  N O  
O B J E C T I O N S .

     / A / f  /*\ /v f  r \  /



An example Is t he  e m b a t t l e d  mi ne r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e .

5 The S t a t e  should  be e x t r e m e l y  c a r e f u l  o f  pe rma nen t l y  c l a s s ' f y l n g  p o t e n t i a l  t a x  ba s e
1 l a nd  I n t o  a r e s t r i c t e d  u s e .  P l e a s e  d e f e a t  t h i s  b i l l .

MBaWePP'--"'..'/' ur’twirJS ' ' ■ — ..I-
M A R  2  4  2986

Honorab le  A r l i s s  S t u r gu l e ws k i  
A l a s ka  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
Pouch V. (MS 3100)
J u n e a u ,  Ak 99811

Dear  Ms. S t u r g u l e ws k i :

S e n a t e  B i l l  #223,  a s  p r o po s e d ,  w i l l  pe r ma nen t l y  deny any p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  ow n e r sh i p  
and t h e r e b y ,  any p o s s i b l e  t a x  bas e  o f  t he  o ve r  500,000 a c r e s  i nc l ude d  in t h e  p l a n n e d  
S u s i t n a  S t a t e  F o r e s t .  Only 7^8 , 000  a c r e s  c a r r y  t he  t a x  s uppo r t  burden on 13 , 97 2 , 0 0 0  
r e m a i n i n g  a c r e s  in t he  M a t a n us k a - S u s i t n a  Borough a t  p r e s e n t .

Given t h e  u n c e r t a i n  economic f u t u r e  o f  t he  S t a t e  i s  i t  wi se  t o  p e r ma nen t l y  l o c k  
t h i s  land away from p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  owner sh ip?  The c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
A l a s k a ,  A r t i c l e  V I I I ,  s t a t e s  in S e c t i o n  1 : " I t  i s  t he  p o l i c y  o f  t he  S t a t e  t o  e n c o u ra g e  
t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  i t s  l and and deve l opment  o f  i t s  r e s o u r c e s  by making them a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  maximum use  c o n s i s t a n t  w i t h  t he  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t " .

R e s ea r ch  shows t h a t  t h e  l and  in t he  a r e a  i s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  a m u l t i t u d e  o f  u se s  in p r i v a t e  
o w n e r s h i p .  T r u e ,  t h e  S t a t e  p l a n s  m u l t i p l e  use f o r  t h e  l a n d ,  bu t  government  l a nd  does  
n o t  pay t a x e s .  . . In r e c e n t  y e a r s  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  g roups  have been s u c c e s s f u l  in - 
l i m i t i n g  t he  use  o f  p u b l i c  l a n d s  much beyond what  t he  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t  was when t h e s e  
a r e a s  were  e s t a b l i s h e d .
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Honorab l e  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
Pouch V. (MS 3100)
J u n e a u ,  Ak 99811

Dear  Ms. S t u r g u l e w s k i :

S e n a t e  B i l l  #223,  a s  p r o p o s e d ,  w i l l  p e r m a n e n t l y  deny any p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  o wn e r s h i p  
and t h e r e b y ,  any p o s s i b l e  t a x  b as e  o f  t h e  o v e r  500,000 a c r e s  i n c l u d e d  in  t h e  p l a n n e d  
S u s i t n a  S t a t e  F o r e s t .  Only 7^ 8 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  c a r r y  t h e  t a x  s u p p o r t  bu r d e n  on ’ 3 , 9 7 2 , 0 0 0  
r e m a i n i n g  a c r e s  in t h e  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  Borough a t  p r e s e n t .

Given t h e  u n c e r t a i n  economic  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  i s . i t  w i s e  t o  p e r m a n e n t l y  l o c k  
t h i s  l and away from p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p ?  The c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
A l a s k a ,  A r t i c l e  V I I I ,  s t a t e s  in S e c t i o n  l : " l t  i s  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  S t a t e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  
t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  i t s  l a nd  and d e ve l opmen t  o f  i t s  r e s o u r c e s  by making them a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  maximum use  c o n s i s t a n t  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t " .

R e s e a r c h  shows t h a t  t h e  l and  in t h e  a r e a  i s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  a m u l t i t u d e  o f  u s e s  in p r i v a t  
o w n e r s h i p .  T r u e ,  t h e  S t a t e  p l a n s  M u l t i p l e  use  f o r  t h e  l a n d ,  b u t  government  l a n d  does  
n o t  pay  t a x e s .  . . In r e c e n t  y e a r s  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  g r ou p s  have  been  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  
l i m i t i n g  t h e  use  o f  p u b l i c  l a n d s  much beyond what  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t  was when t h e s e  
a r e a s  were  e s t a b l i s h e d .

An example  i s  t h e  e m b a t t l e d  mi ne r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e .

The S t a t e  shou ld  be e x t r e m e l y  c a r e f u l  o f  p e r m a n e n t l y  c l a s s i f y i n g  p o t e n t i a l  t a x  b a s e  
l a n d  i n t o  a r e s t r i c t e d  u s e .  P l e a s e  d e f e a t  t h i s  b i l l .

S i ncerr

J - ^ s /  c  ^  / / e r s t *
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A p r  i  l g g Q  H U  H m

/Wito/ i. lJ/1/ldiAj
51 Sri i W - D

U lu M , A h U  M b S 1

Honorab le  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i  
A l a s k a  i - t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
Pouch V. (MS 3100)
J u n e a u ,  A k 99811

Dear  Ms. S t u r g u l e w s k i :

S e n a t e  B i l l  #223,  a s  p r o p o s e d ,  w i l l  p e r m a n e n t l y  deny any  p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p  
and t h e r e b y ,  any p o s s i b l e  t a x  b a s e  o f  t h e  o ve r  500,000 a c r e s  i n c l u d e d  in  t h e  p l a n n e d  
S u s i t n a  S t a t e  F o r e s t .  Only 7 ^ 8 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  c a r r y  t h e  t a x  s u p p o r t  bu r de n  on 1 3 , 9 7 2 , 0 0 0  
r em a i n i n g  a c r e s  in t h e  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  Borough a t  p r e s e n t .

Given t h e  u n c e r t a i n  economic  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  i s . i t  w i s e  t o  p e r m a n e n t l y  l o c k  
t h i s  l and away from p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  o wne r s h i p?  The c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
A l a s k a ,  A r t i c l e  V I I I ,  s t a t e s  in S e c t i o n  1 : 1111 i s  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  S t a t e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  
t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  i t s  l a nd  and  deve l op me n t  o f  i t s  r e s o u r c e s  by making them a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  maximum use  c o n s i s t a n t  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t " .

R e s e a r c h  shows t h a t  t h e  l a nd  in t h e  a r e a  i s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  a m u l t i t u d e  o f  u s e s  i n  p r i v a t e  
o w n e r s h i p .  T r u e ,  t h e  S t a t e  p l a n s  m u l t i p l e  use f o r  t h e  l a n d ,  b u t  gove r nme n t  l a n d  does  
n o t  pay t a x e s . . . I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  g r ou p s  have been s u c c e s s f u l  i n  
l i m i t i n g  t he  use o f  p u b l i c  l a n d s  much beyond what  t he  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t  was  when t h e s e  
a r e a s  were  e s t a b l i s h e d .

An example  i s  t h e  e m b a t t l e d  m i n e r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e .

T h e  State should be e x t r e m e l y  careful o f  perman e n t l y  c l a s s i f y i n g  pot e n t i a l  tax base

land into a restricted use P l e a s e  d e f e a t  this bill.

Sincerely,



■; s e  a *

£_Jks i l U  /

Honorab le  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i  
A l a s ka  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
Pouch V. (MS 3100)
J un e a u ,  Ak 99811

Dear  Ms. S t u r g u l e w s k i :

S e n a t e  B i l l  #223 ,  a s  p r o p o s e d ,  w i l l  p e r ma n e n t l y  deny any  p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p  
and t h e r e b y ,  any p o s s i b l e  t a x  b a s e  o f  t h e  o ve r  500,000 a c r e s  i n c l u d e d  in t h e  p l a n n e d  
S u s i t n a  S t a t e  F o r e s t .  Only 7 ^ 8 , 0 00  a c r e s  c a r r y  t h e  t a x  s u p p o r t  bu r de n  on 1 3 , 9 7 2 , 0 0 0  
r em a i n i n g  a c r e s  in t h e  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  Borough a t  p r e s e n t .

Given t h e  u n c e r t a i n  economic  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  i s  i t  w i s e  t o  p e r m a n e n t l y  l o c k
t h i s  l and  away f rom p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  o wne r s h i p?  The c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
A l a s k a ,  A r t i c l e  V I I I ,  s t a t e s  in S e c t i o n  l : " l t  i s  t he  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  S t a t e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  
t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  i t s  l a nd  and  deve l opmen t  o f  i t s  r e s o u r c e s  by making them a v a i l a b l e
f o r  maximum use  c o n s i s t a n t  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t " .

R e s e a r c h  shows t h a t  t h e  l a n d  in t h e  a r e a  i s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  a m u l t i t u d e  o f  u s e s  in  p r i v a t e  
o w n e r s h i p .  T r u e ,  t h e  S t a t e  p l a n s  m u l t i p l e  use f o r  t h e  l a n d ,  b u t  governmen t  l a n d  does  
n o t  pay  t a x e s . . . I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  g r oups  have been  s u c c e s s f u l  In  
l i m i t i n g  t he  use o f  p u b l i c  l a n d s  much beyond what  t he  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t  was when t h e s e  
a r e a s  were  e s t a b l i s h e d .

An example  i s  t h e  e m b a t t l e d  m i n e r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e .

T h e  S t a t e  shou ld b e  e x t r e m e l y  c a r e f u l  o f  p e r m a n e n t l y  c l a s s i f y i n g  p o t e n t i a l  t a x  b a s e
land into ; * . -e a t  t ^ j s bill.

S i n c e r e l y ,
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Honorab le  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i  
A l a s ka  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
Pouch V. (MS 3100)
J u n ea u ,  Ak 99811

Dear  Ms. S t u r g u l e w s k i :

S e n a t e  B i l l  #223,  a s  p r o p o s e d ,  w i l l  p e r m a n e n t l y  deny any p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p  
and t h e r e b y ,  any p o s s i b l e  t a x  b a s e  o f  t h e  o v e r  500,000 a c r e s  i n c l u d e d  in t h e  p l a n n e d  
S u s i t n a  S t a t e  F o r e s t .  Only  7 ^ 8 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  c a r r y  t h e  t a x  s u p p o r t  b u r de n  on 1 3 , 9 7 2 , 0 0 0  
r em a i n i n g  a c r e s  in t h e  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  Borough a t  p r e s e n t .

Given t h e  u n c e r t a i n  economic  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  i s  i t  w i s e  t o  p e r m a n e n t l y  l o c k
t h i s  l and away from p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p ?  The c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f
A l a s k a ,  A r t i c l e  V I 11,  s t a t e s  i n  S e c t i o n  1 : 1111 i s  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t he  t a t e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  
t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  i t s  l a n d  and  deve l opmen t  o f  i t s  r e s o u r c e s  by making them a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  maximum use  c o n s i s t a n t  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t " .

Re s e a r c h  shows t h a t  t h e  l a n d  i n  t h e  a r e a  i s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  a m u l t i t u d e  o f  u s e s  in p r i v a t <  
o w n e r s h i p .  T r u e ,  t h e  S t a t e  p l a n s  m u l t i p l e  use  f o r  t h e  l a n d ,  b u t  governmen t  l a n d  does  
n o t  pay t a x e s . . . I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  g r oups  have been  s u c c e s s f u l  In 
l i m i t i n g  t h e  use  o f  p u b l i c  l a n d s  much beyond what  t h e  o r i g i n a l  I n t e n t  was when t h e s e  
a r e a s  were  e s t a b l i s h e d .

An example  i s  t h e  e m b a t t l e d  m i n e r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e .

The S t a t e  should  be e x t r e m e l y  c a r e f u l  o f  p e r m a n e n t l y  c l a s s i f y i n g  p o t e n t i a l  t a x  b a s e
l a n d  i n t o  a r e s t r i c t e d  u s e .  P l e a s e  d e f e a t  t h i s  b i l l .

S i n c e r e l y ,



T O :  S E N A T O R S  S T U R G U L E W S K I ,  F A H R E N K A M P ,  C O G H I L L ,  E L I A S O N ,
F I S C H E R ,  H A L F O R D ,  Z H A R O F F ,  D E V R I E S ,  A N D  K E R T T U L A  A N D  
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  H U R L E Y  A N D  L A R S O N  
F R :  M I K E  M C C R A R Y

T R A P P E R  C R E E K  A K  9 9 6 8 3  7 3 3 - 2 4 6 5

R E :  S B 2 2 3  S U S I T N A  F O R E S T S

I  W O U L D  L I K E  T O  U R G E  Y O U  T O  H E L P  S E N D  S B 2 2 3  B A C K  T O  T H E  S U S I T N A  
A R E A  P L A N N I N G  T E A M *  F A R M E R S ,  L O G G E R S ,  F O R E S T  S E R V I C E  C O U L D  H E L P  
M O R  T H E  N E X T  T I M E  A R O U N D  I N  P L A N N I N G .  T H E R E  A R E  N O  P R O V I S I O N S  
F O R  P R I V A T E  L A N D  I N  F O R E S T  A N D  N O T  E N O U G H  C O M M E R C I A L  T I M B E R
D E S I G N A T E D  T O  M U C H  P A R K  T Y P E  S T U F F .%

P . O  .  B O X  1 3 1 7 5



T E L E C O P I E R  M E S S A G E

SEE BELOW

C R A I G  C O U R T R I G H T  - S O C I E T Y  O F  A M E R I C A N  F O R E S T E R S

S E N T  B Y  S TT K A j ' A L A S K A  L E G I S L A T I V E  I N F O R M A T I O N  O F F I C E ,

N U M B E R  O F  P A G E S  I N C L U D I N G  T H I S  ONE; 2

P L E A S E  N O T E  T H A T  W E  H A V E  A  X E R O X  4 5 5  M A N U A L  T E L E C O P I E R j  T H I S  

M A C H I N E  C A N N O T  R E C E I V E / S E N D  P A G E S  L A R G E R  T H A N  X  11",

O U R  T E L E C O P I E R  D I R E C T  L I N E  IS ( 9 0 7 ) 7 4 7 - 5 8 0 7 ,

P L E A S E  T E L E P H O N E  I M M E D I A T E L Y  IF A N Y  P A G E S  

A R E  R E C E I V E D  I M P R O P E R L Y :  ( 9 0 7 ) 7 4 7 - 6 2 7 7 ,

BILLED TO

P L E A S E  D I S T R I B U T E  TO*

S E N A T E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E  M E M B E R S :

S E N A T O R S  S T U R G U L E W S K I , F A H R E N K A M P ,  C O G H I L L ,  E L I A S O N , V. F I S C H E R  

H A L F O R D  A N D  Z H A R O F F

T K A N K  Y O U



COOK IN L IT  CHAPTER 
4UNEAU CHAPTER 
KETCHIKAN CHAPTER 
YUKON RIVER CHAPTER 
IIT K A  CHAPTER 
ETIKINI RIVER CHAPTER

KEEP
ALASKA
GREEN

ALASKA SECTION

S I T K A  C H A P T E R  
10 2  Austin St. 

Sitka. Alaska 9 0 8 3 5

S e n a t o r s  o n  t h e  S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  
S t a t e  S e n a t e
1 2 0  - 4 t h  St. C a p i t o l  B l d g  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 H a r o h  2, 1986

T h e  S i t k a  C h a p t e r  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  o f  A m e r i c a n  F o r e s t e r s  s u p p o r t s  
p a s s a g e  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  #223. This B i l l  p r o p o s e s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of 
a n e w  S t a t e  F o r e s t  a t  Susitna.

T h e  l o n g - t e r m  m u l t i p l e  u s e  benefits, t h i s  n e w  f o r e s t  w i l l  p r o v i d e  
a i l  A l a s k a n s ,  m a k e  p a s s a g e  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  # 2 2 3  e s a e n t i a l ,  aadk a 
w i s e  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  o f the State,

S i n o e r o l y ,

C r a i g  C o u r t r i g h t  
C h a p t e r  C h a i r m a n

c o p y  tos S e n a t o r s  o n  S e n a t e  F i n ance C o m m i t t e e
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0 3 / 0 4 / 8 6
L I O M A T
P 0 M K 1 3 2
0 3 / 0 4 / 8 6

T I M E :  1 7 : 2 9

T I M E :  1 7 : 3 0

% % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % P 0 M K 1 3 2

T O :  S E N A T O R S  t W i l T O M M y  F A H R E N K A M P ,  C O G H I L L ,  E L I A S O N ,  V *
F I S C H E R ,  H A L F O R D ' ,  Z H A R O F F

F R :  R O B E R T A  S H E L D O N
T A L K E E T N A  9 9 6 7 6

R E :  S B  2 2 3  -  S U S I T N A  F O R E S T

U R G E  Y O U  T O  D E F E R  A C T I O N  O N  T H E  D E P T  O F  N A T U R A L  R E S O U R C E S  S U S I T N A  
F O R E S T  B I L L  U N T I L  M O R E  B A L A N C E D  F O R E S T  P R O P O S A L  C A N  B E
F O R M U L A T E D  *

C 3



T O :  S E N A T O R S  K E R T T U L A ,  D E V R I E S ,  S T U R G U L E W S K I ,
C O G H I L L ,  E L I A S O N ,  V *  F I S C H E R ,  H A L F O R D ,  Z H A R O F F  

R E P S *  L A R S O N ,  H U R L E Y

F R :  D A N I E L  L .  H I L L
P  0  B O X  8 7 0 0 9 7  
W A S I L L A  9 9 6 8 7  
3 7 6 - 4 5 3 2

R E :  S B 2 2 3  -  S U S I T N A  S T A T E  F O R E S T

I N F O R M A T I O N  O N  P L A N N I N G  F O R  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T  I N  T H E  P R O P O S E D  
S U S I T N A  S T A T E  F O R E S T  C A N  B E  F O U N D  I N  T H E  M A T A N U S K A - S U S I T N A  1  
B O R O U G H ' S  O V E R A L L  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T  P R O G R A M ,  I N C . ,  F O R E S T R Y  
P R O J E C T S ,  W O O D  H A R V E S T I N G  A N D  P R O C E S S I N G * - ,  D E V E L O P M E N T  P R O C E S S * - ,  
A S S E S S M E N T  O F  T I M B E R  R E S O U R C E S  A N D  P R O S P E C T I V E  A N D  P R O S P E C T I V E  
F O R E S T  P R O D U C T S  I N D U S T R Y  D E V E L O P M E N T  I N  T H E  M A T  A N U S K A - S U S I T N A  
B O R O U G H . X S H O R T  T I T L E S  ( * ' S  A S  P R E S E N T E D  O N  W R I T T E N  P O M  F O R M . )

F A H R E N K A M P ,

I ^



T O :  S E N A I  Q R S  j g i U S £ U t i W g g 8  F A H R E N K A M P ,  C O G H I L L ,  E L I A S O N ,
V * F I S C H E R ,  H A L F 0 T O ^ M J ' Z H A R 0 F F  
F R :  W A Y N E  B U R K H A R T

P . O .  B O X  6 6 0  
P A L M E R  A l <  9 9 6 4 5

R  E :  H B 2 2 3  S U S I T N A  F O R E S T S

T H I S  B I L L  L O O K S  S U S P I C I O U S L Y  L I K E  A N O T H E R  L O C K  - U P  A T T E M P T .  W I T H  
O U R  E C O N O M Y  T H A T ' S  A L L  E G G S  I N  O N E  B A S K E T  A S  W E  H A V E  N O W . '  I  
D O U B T  W E  C A N  A F F O R D  T O  R E M O V E  F R O M  T H E  R E A C H  O F  T H E  P R I V A T E  S E C T  
O R  S U C H  V A S T E  A C R E A G E S  T H A T  A R E  A C C E S S A B L E  A N D  P O T E N T I A L L Y  
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Honorab l e  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
Pouch V. (MS 3100)
J u n e a u ,  Ak 99811

Dear  Ms. S t u r g u l e w s k i :

S e n a t e  B i l l  #223,  a s  p r o p o s e d ,  w i l l  p e r m a n e n t l y  deny any  p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p  
and t h e r e b y ,  any p o s s i b l e  t a x  b a s e  o f  t h e  o v e r  500,000 a c r e s  i n c l u d e d  in t h e  p l a n n e d  
S u s i t n a  S t a t e  F o r e s t .  Only 7^ 8 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  c a r r y  t h e  t a x  s u p p o r t  bu r de n  on 1 3 , 9 7 2 , 0 0 0  
r e m a i n i n g  a c r e s  in t h e  K a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  Borough a t  p r e s e n t .

Given t h e  u n c e r t a i n  economic  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  i s . i t  w i s e  t o  p e r m a n e n t l y  l o c k  
t h i s  l and  away from p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p ?  The c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
A l a s k a ,  A r t i c l e  V I I I ,  s t a t e s  in S e c t i o n  1 : 1111 i s  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  S t a t e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  
t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  i t s  l a nd  and deve l opmen t  o f  i t s  r e s o u r c e s  by making them a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  maximum use  c o n s i s t a n t  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t " .

R e s e a r c h  shows t h a t  t h e  l a nd  in t h e  a r e a  i s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  a m u l t i t u d e  o f  u s e s  i n  p r i v a t i  
o w n e r s h i p .  T r u e ,  t h e  S t a t e  p l a n s  m u l t i p l e  use  f o r  t h e  l a n d ,  b u t  government  l a n d  does  
n o t  pay  t a x e s .  . . In r e c e n t  y e a r s  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p s  have  been  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  
l i m i t i n g  t h e  use  o f  p u b l i c  l a n d s  much beyond what  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t  was when t h e s e  
a r e a s  were  e s t a b l i s h e d .

An example  i s  t h e  e m b a t t l e d  m i n e r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e .

T h e  S t a t e  sh ou ld  be  e x t r e m e l y  c a r e f u l  o f  p e r m a n e n t l y  c l a s s i f y i n g  p o t e n t i a l  t a x  b a s e

land int o a r e s t r i c t e d  use. P l e a s e  d e f e a t  t h i s  b i l l .

' 2  0  i q q q  3 / ' * / 9 6

S i n c e r e l y ,



Honorable  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
Pouch V. (MS 3100)
J u n e a u ,  Ak 99811

Dear  Ms. S t u r g u l e w s k i :

S e n a t e  B i l l  § 2 2 3 ,  a s  p r o p o s e d ,  w i l l  p e r m a n e n t l y  deny any p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p  
and t h e r e b y ,  any p o s s i b l e  t a x  b a s e  o f  t he  o v e r  500,000 a c r e s  i n c l u d e d  in  t h e  p l a n n e d  
S u s i t n a  S t a t e  F o r e s t .  Only  7^ 8 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  c a r r y  t h e  t a x  s u p p o r t  bu r den  on 1 3 , 9 7 2 , 0 0 0  
r e m a i n i n g  a c r e s  in t h e  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  Borough a t  p r e s e n t .

Given t h e  u n c e r t a i n  economi c  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  i s  i t  w i s e  t o  p e r m a n e n t l y  l o c k
t h i s  l and away f rom p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  o wn e r s h i p ?  The c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f
A l a s k a ,  A r t i c l e  V I I I ,  s t a t e s  in S e c t i o n  1 : 1111 i s  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  S t a t e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  
t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  i t s  l a n d  and deve l opmen t  o f  i t s  r e s o u r c e s  by making them a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  maximum use  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t " .

R e s e a r c h  shows t h a t  t h e  l a n d  i n  t he  a r e a  i s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  a m u l t i t u d e  o f  u s e s  i n  p r i v a t i  
o w n e r s h i p .  T r u e ,  t h e  S t a t e  p l a n s  m u l t i p l e  use  f o r  t h e  l a n d ,  b u t  government  l a n d  does  
no t  pay t a x e s .  . - in  r e c e n t  y e a r s  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  g r oups  have  been s u c c e s s f u l  in 
l i m i t i n g  t h e  use  o f  p u b l i c  l a n d s  much beyond what  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t  was when t h e s e  
a r e a s  were  e s t a b l i s h e d .

An example  i s  t h e  e m b a t t l e d  m i n e r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e .

The S t a t e  s hou l d  be e x t r e m e l y  c a r e f u l  o f  p e r m a n e n t l y  c l a s s i f y i n g  p o t e n t i a l  t a x  b a s e
l a nd  i n t o  a r e s t r i c t e d  u s e .  P l e a s e  d e f e a t  t h i s  b i l l .

S i n c e r e l y ,



Honorable Arliss Sturgulewski
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
Pouch V. (MS 3100)
J u n e a u ,  Ak 99811

Dear  Ms. S t u r g u l e w s k i :

S e n a t e  B i l l  #223,  a s  p r o p o s e d ,  w i l l  p e r m a n e n t l y  deny any p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p  
and t h e r e b y ,  any p o s s i b l e  t a x  b a s e  o f  t h e  o ve r  500,000 a c r e s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  p l a n n e d  
S u s i t n a  S t a t e  F o r e s t .  Only  7 ^ 8 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  c a r r y  t he  t a x  s u p p o r t  bu r de n  on 1 3 , 9 7 2 , 0 0 0  
r e m a i n i n g  a c r e s  in t he  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  Borough a t  p r e s e n t .

Given t he  u n c e r t a i n  economic  f u t u r e  o f  t he  S t a t e  i s . i t  w i s e  t o  p e r m a n e n t l y  l o c k  
t h i s  land away from p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  own e r sh i p ?  The c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
A l a s k a ,  A r t i c l e  V I I I ,  s t a t e s  in S e c t i o n  l : " l t  i s  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  S t a t e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  
t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  i t s  l a n d  and deve l opment  o f  i t s  r e s o u r c e s  by making them a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  maximum use  c o n s i s t a n t  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t " .

R e s e a r c h  shows t h a t  t h e  l a n d  in t he  a r e a  i s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  a m u l t i t u d e  o f  u s e s  i n  p r i v a t  
o w n e r s h i p .  T r u e ,  t h e  S t a t e  p l a n s  m u l t i p l e  use  f o r  t h e  l a n d ,  b u t  government  l a n d  does  
n o t  pay t a x e s . . . I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  g r oups  have been s u c c e s s f u l  in 
l i m i t i n g  t h e  use o f  p u b l i c  l a n d s  much beyond what  t h e  o r i g i n a l  I n t e n t  was when t h e s e  
a r e a s  were  e s t a b l i s h e d .

An example  i s  t h e  e m b a t t l e d  m i n e r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e .

The S t a t e  should  be e x t r e m e l y  c a r e f u l  o f  p e r ma n e n t l y  c l a s s i f y i n g  p o t e n t i a l  t a x  b a s e  
l a n d  i n t o  a r e s t r i c t e d  u s e .  P l e a s e  d e f e a t  t h i s  b i l l .

S i n c e r e l y ,



Honorable  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
Pouch V. (MS 3100)
Ju n e a u ,  Ak 99811

Dear  Ms. S t u r g u l e w s k i :

S e n a t e  B i l l  #223,  a s  p r o p o s e d ,  w i l l  p e r m a n e n t l y  deny any p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p  
and t h e r e b y ,  any p o s s i b l e  t a x  b a s e  o f  t h e  o v e r  500,000 a c r e s  i n c l u d e d  in  t h e  p l a n n e d  
S u s i t n a  S t a t e  F o r e s t .  Only 7^ 8 , 000  a c r e s  c a r r y  t he  t a x  s u p p o r t  bu r den  on 1 3 , 9 7 2 , 0 0 0  
r ema i n i n g  a c r e s  in t h e  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  Borough a t  p r e s e n t .

Given t h e  u n c e r t a i n  economic  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  i s . i t  w i s e  t o  p e r m a n e n t l y  l o c k  
t h i s  l and  away from p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p ?  The c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
A l a s k a ,  A r t i c l e  V I M ,  s t a t e s  in S e c t i o n  l : " l t  i s  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  S t a t e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  
t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  i t s  l a nd  and d e v e l opmen t  o f  i t s  r e s o u r c e s  by making them a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  maximum use  c o n s i s t a n t  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t " .

R e s ea r ch  shows t h a t  t h e  l and  in t h e  a r e a  i s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  a m u l t i t u d e  o f  u s e s  in p r i v a t e  
o w n e r s h i p .  T r u e ,  t h e  S t a t e  p l a n s  m u l t i p l e  use  f o r  t h e  l a n d ,  b u t  government  l a nd  does  
n o t  pay t a x e s . . . I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  g r ou p s  have  been  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  
l i m i t i n g  t h e  use o f  p u b l i c  l a n ds  much beyond what  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t  was when t h e s e  
a r e a s  were  e s t a b l i s h e d .

An example  i s  t h e  e m b a t t l e d  mi ne r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e .

The S t a t e  should  be e x t r e m e l y  c a r e f u l  o f  p e r m a n e n t l y  c l a s s i f y i n g  p o t e n t i a l  t a x  b a s e  
l and  i n t o  a r e s t r i c t e d  u s e .  P l e a s e  d e f e a t  t h i s  b i l l .

S i n c e r e l y ,

/)
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Honorable  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i  
A l a s ka  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
Pouch V. (MS 3100)
J uneau ,  Ak 99811

Dear  Ms. S t u r g u l e w s k i :

S e n a t e  B i l l  #223,  a s  p r o p o s e d ,  w i l l  p e r m a n e n t l y  deny any p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  o wn e r s h i p  
and t h e r e b y ,  any p o s s i b l e  t a x  b a s e  o f  t h e  o ve r  500 , 000  a c r e s  I n c l u d e d  in t h e  p l a n n e d  
S u s i t n a  S t a t e  F o r e s t .  Only 7 ^ 8 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  c a r r y  t h e  t a x  s u p p o r t  bu r de n  on 13»972, 000 
r ema i n i n g  a c r e s  in t he  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  Borough a t  p r e s e n t .

Given t h e  u n c e r t a i n  economic  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  i s  i t  w i s e  t o  p e r m a n e n t l y  l o c k  
t h i s  land away f rom p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p ?  The c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
A l a s k a ,  A r t i c l e  V I I I ,  s t a t e s  in  S e c t i o n  l : " l t  i s  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  S t a t e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  
t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  i t s  l a nd  and  deve l op me n t  o f  i t s  r e s o u r c e s  by making them a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  maximum use  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t " .

R e s ea r c h  shows t h a t  t h e  l a nd  i n  t h e  a r e a  i s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  a m u l t i t u d e  o f  us e s  in  p r i v a t e  
o w n e r s h i p .  T r u e ,  t h e  S t a t e  p l a n s  m u l t i p l e  use  f o r  t h e  l a n d ,  b u t  government  l a n d  does  
n o t  pay t a x e s . . . I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p s  have  been  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  
l i m i t i n g  t h e  use  o f  p u b l i c  l a n d s  much beyond what  t h e  o r i g i n a l  I n t e n t  was when t h e s e  
a r e a s  were  e s t a b l i s h e d .

An example  i s  t h e  e m b a t t l e d  m i n e r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e .

The S t a t e  should  be e x t r e m e l y  c a r e f u l  o f  p e r m a n e n t l y  c l a s s i f y i n g  p o t e n t i a l  t a x  b as e  
l a nd  i n t o  a r e s t r i c t e d  u s e .  P l e a s e  d e f e a t  t h i s  b i l l .

S i n c e r e l y ,



%

Honorable  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
Pouch V. (MS 3100)
J un e a u ,  Ak 99811

Dear  Ms. S t u r g u l e w s k i :

S e n a t e  B i l l  #223,  a s  p r o p o s e d ,  w i l l  p e r ma ne n t l y  deny any p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  o wn e r s h i p  
and t h e r e b y ,  any p o s s i b l e  t a x  b a s e  o f  t h e  ove r  500,000 a c r e s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  p l a n n e d  
S u s i t n a  S t a t e  F o r e s t .  Only 748 , 000  a c r e s  c a r r y  t h e  t a x  s u p p o r t  bu r de n  on 1 3 , 9 72 , 0 00  
r e ma i n i n g  a c r e s  in t h e  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  Borough a t  p r e s e n t .

Given the u n c e r t a i n  economic f u t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  i s . i t  w i s e  t o  p e r m a n e n t l y  l o c k  
t h i s  land away from p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  owner s h i p?  The c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
A l a s k a ,  A r t i c l e  V I I I ,  s t a t e s  in S e c t i o n  l : " l t  i s  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  S t a t e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  
t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  i t s  l a n d  and deve l opment  o f  i t s  r e s o u r c e s  by making them a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  maximum us e  c o n s i s t a n t  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t " .

Re s e a r c h  shows t h a t  t h e  l and  in t h e  a r e a  i s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  a m u l t i t u d e  o f  u s e s  in  p r i v a t e  
o w n e r s h i p .  T r u e ,  t h e  S t a t e  p l a n s  m u l t i p l e  use f o r  t h e  l a n d ,  b u t  governmen t  l a n d  does  
n o t  pay t a x e s .  . -In r e c e n t  y e a r s  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p s  have been s u c c e s s f u l  i n  
l i m i t i n g  t h e  use  o f  p u b l i c  l a n d s  much beyond what  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t  was  when t h e s e  
a r e a s  were e s t a b l i s h e d .

An example i s  t h e  e m b a t t l e d  m i n e r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e .

The S t a t e  shou ld  be  e x t r e m e l y  c a r e f u l  o f  p e r ma n e n t l y  c l a s s i f y i n g  p o t e n t i a l  t a x  b a s e  
l a nd  i n t o  a r e s t r i c t e d  u s e .  P l e a s e  d e f e a t  t h i s  b i l l .

S i nci—

Sutton, A K  9 9 674



Honorab le  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
Pouch V. (MS 3100)
J u ne a u ,  Ak 99811

Dear  Ms. S t u r g u l e w s k i :

S e n a t e  B i l l  #223,  a s  p r o p o s e d ,  w i l l  p e r ma ne n t l y  deny any p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  o wn er s h i p  
and t h e r e b y ,  any p o s s i b l e  t a x  b a s e  o f  t h e  ove r  500,000 a c r e s  i n c l u d e d  in t h e  p l a n n e d  
S u s i t n a  S t a t e  F o r e s t .  Only  7^ 8 , 000  a c r e s  c a r r y  t h e  t a x  s u p p o r t  bu r den  on 1 3 , 9 7 2 , 0 0 0  
r e m a i n i n g  a c r e s  in t h e  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  Borough a t  p r e s e n t .

Given t h e  u n c e r t a i n  economic  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  i s . i t  w i s e  t o  p e r m a n e n t l y  l o c k  
t h i s  land away f rom p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  owne r s h i p?  The c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
A l a s k a ,  A r t i c l e  V I I I ,  s t a t e s  in S e c t i o n  l : " l t  i s  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  S t a t e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  
t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  i t s  l a n d  and deve l opment  o f  i t s  r e s o u r c e s  by making them a v a i l a b l e
f o r  maximum use  c o n s i s t a n t  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t " .

R e s e a r c h  shows t h a t  t h e  l a nd  in t he  a r e a  i s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  a m u l t i t u d e  o f  u se s  in  p r i v a t i  
o w n e r s h i p .  T r u e ,  t h e  S t a t e  p l a n s  m u l t i p l e  use f o r  t h e  l a n d ,  b u t  government  l a n d  does  
n o t  pay t a x e s .  . . I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  g r ou ps  have been  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  
l i m i t i n g  t h e  use  o f  p u b l i c  l a n d s  much beyond what  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t  was  when t h e s e  
a r e a s  were  e s t a b l i s h e d .

An example  i s  t h e  e m b a t t l e d  m i n e r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e .

The S t a t e  s hou l d  be e x t r e m e l y  c a r e f u l  o f  p e r m a n e n t l y  c l a s s i f y i n g  p o t e n t i a l  t a x  b a s e
l a n d  i n t o  a r e s t r i c t e d  u s e .  P l e a s e  d e f e a t  t h i s  b i l l .

S i n c e r e l y ,

r Z V E R L Y  J O  F R O S T  

P.O. Box 6 0  

Sutton, A K  9 9 6 7 4



SELECT COMMITTEE ON LEGISLATIVE ETHICS

MEMBER
SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

WESTERN STATES LEGISLATIVE 
FORESTRY TASK FORCE

While in Juneau 
, . # POUCH V
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99011 S e n a t e EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

WESTERN LEGISLATIVE CONFERENCE 
COUNCIL OF STATE GOVERNMENTS

M a r c h  20, 1 9 8 6 ALTERNATE MEMBER
NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES 

STATE AND FEDERAL ASSEMBLY
COMMITTEE ON 

FEOERAL TAXATION TRAOE ANO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Mr. D a r y l  E n g e r  
735 M i l l e r  R i d g e  
K e t c h i k a n ,  A l a s k a  9 9 9 0 1

D e a r  D a r y l :

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  r e c e n t  P O M  p e r t a i n i n g  to s t a t e  f o r e s t s .

If I ' m  n o t  m i s t a k e n  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  p e r t a i n i n g  to  t h e  S u s i t n a  
F o r e s t  p r o p o s a l  w i l l  s o o n  b e  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  S e n a t o r  
S t u r g u l e w s k i 's N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  Com m i t t e e .

S i n c e  y o u  s a y  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  m a y  n e e d  r e f i n i n g ,  I ' d  s u g g e s t  
y o u  w r i t e  d i r e c t l y  t o  S e n a t o r  S t u r g u l e w s k i  (P.O. P~>x V, 
June a u ,  998 1 1 )  a n d  e x p l a i n  t o  h e r  in d e t a i l  h o w  y o u  f e e l  
t h e  b i l l  c o u l d  b e  i m p r o v e d .

A r e  y o u  s t i l l  t r u m p i n g  y o u r  p a r t n e r ' s  a c e s ?

B e s t  r e g a r d s ,

R o b e r t  H. Z i e g l e r ,  Sr. 

c c : X s e n a t o r  S t u r g u l e w s k i



Honorable  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i  
A l a s ka  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
Pouch V. (MS 3100)
J u r e a u ,  Ak 99811

Dear  Ms. S t u r g u l e w s k i :

S e n a t e  B i l l  #223,  a s  p r o p o s e d ,  w i l l  p e r m a n e n t l y  deny any  p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p  
and t h e r e b y ,  any p o s s i b l e  t a x  b a s e  o f  t h e  o v e r  500,000 a c r e s  i n c l u d e d  in  t h e  p l a n n e d  
S u s i t n a  S t a t e  F o r e s t .  Only  7 ^ 8 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  c a r r y  t h e  t a x  s u p p o r t  b u r de n  on 1 3 , 9 7 2 , 0 0 0  
r e ma i n i n g  a c r e s  in t h e  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  Borough a t  p r e s e n t .

Given t h e  u n c e r t a i n  economic  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  i s . i t  w i s e  t o  p e r m a n e n t l y  l oc k  
t h i s  land away from p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p ?  The c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
A l a s k a ,  A r t i c l e  V I I I ,  s t a t e s  in S e c t i o n  l : " l t  i s  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  S t a t e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  
t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  i t s  l a n d  and  d e ve l opmen t  o f  i t s  r e s o u r c e s  by making  them a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  maximum use  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t " .

R e s ea r c h  shows t h a t  t h e  l a n d  in  t h e  a r e a  i s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  a m u l t i t u d e  o f  u s e s  in p r i v a t e  
o w n e r s h i p .  T r u e ,  t h e  S t a t e  p l a n s  m u l t i p l e  use  f o r  t h e  l a n d ,  b u t  government  l a n d  does  
n o t  pay t a x e s . . . I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  g ro u p s  have  been  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  
l i m i t i n g  t he  use o f  p u b l i c  l a n d s  much beyond what  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t  was  when t h e s e  
a r e a s  were  e s t a b l i s h e d .

An example  i s  t h e  e m b a t t l e d  m i n e r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e .

The S t a t e  should  be e x t r e m e l y  c a r e f u l  o f  p e r m a n e n t l y  c l a s s i f y i n g  p o t e n t i a l  t a x  b a s e  
l a nd  i n t o  a r e s t r i c t e d  u s e .  P l e a s e  d e f e a t  t h i s  b i l l .

S i n c e r e l y ,

6 / 3 s r z >
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Honorab le  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e ws k i  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
Pouch V. (MS 3100)
J u n e a u ,  Ak 99811

Dear  Ms. S t u r g u l e w s k i :

S e n a t e  Bi l l  #223,  a s  p r o p o s e d ,  w i l l  p e r m a n e n t l y  deny any  p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p  
and t h e r e b y ,  any p o s s i b l e  t a x  b a s e  o f  t h e  o v e r  500,000 a c r e s  i n c l u d e d  in  t h e  p l a n n e d  
S u s i t n a  S t a t e  F o r e s t .  Only 7^ 8 , 000  a c r e s  c a r r y  t h e  t a x  s u p p o r t  b u r d e n  on 1 3 , 9 7 2 , 0 0 0  
r e m a i n i n g  a c r e s  in t h e  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  Borough a t  p r e s e n t .

Given t h e  u n c e r t a i n  economic  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  i s . i t  w i s e  t o  p e r m a n e n t l y  l o c k  
t h i s  l and  away from p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p ?  The c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
A l a s k a ,  A r t i c l e  V I I I ,  s t a t e s  in S e c t i o n  3 : " ! t  i s  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  S t a t e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  
t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  i t s  l and  and deve l opmen t  o f  i t s  r e s o u r c e s  by mak i ng  them a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  maximum use  c o n s i s t a n t  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t " .

R e s e a r c h  shows t h a t  t h e  l a nd  in t h e  a r e a  i s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  a m u l t i t u d e  o f  u s e s  in p r i v a t e  
o w n e r s h i p .  T r u e ,  t h e  S t a t e  p l a n s  m u l t i p l e  use  f o r  t h e  l a n d ,  b u t  gove rnme n t  l a n d  does  
n o t  pay  t a x e s . . . I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  g ro u p s  have  b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  
l i m i t i n g  t h e  use  o f  p u b l i c  l a n d s  much beyond what  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t  was when t h e s e  
a r e a s  were  e s t a b l i s h e d .

An example  i s  t h e  e m b a t t l e d  mi ne r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e .

The S t a t e  should  be e x t r e m e l y  c a r e f u l  o f  p e r m a n e n t l y  c l a s s i f y i n g  p o t e n t i a l  t a x  b a s e  
l a nd  i n t o  a r e s t r i c t e d  u s e .  P l e a s e  d e f e a t  t h i s  b i l l .

S i n c e r e l y ,



M A l'i 2  x  1986

Honorab le  A r l i s s  S t u r gu l e ws k i  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
Pouch V. (MS 3100)
J u n e a u ,  Ak 99811

Dear  Ms. S t u r g u l e w s k i :

S e n a t e  Bi l l  §2 2 3 ,  a s  p r o p o s e d ,  w i l l  p e r m a n e n t l y  deny any p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p  
and t h e r e b y ,  any p o s s i b l e  t a x  b a s e  o f  the  o v e r  500,000 a c r e s  i n c l u d e d  in t h e  p l a n n e d  
S u s i t n a  S t a t e  F o r e s t .  Only 7^ 8 , 000  a c r e s  c a r r y  t h e  t a x  s u p p o r t  bu r den  on 1 3 , 9 7 2 , 0 0 0  
r e m a i n i n g  a c r e s  in t h e  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  Borough a t  p r e s e n t .

Given t h e  u n c e r t a i n  economic f u t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  i s . i t  w i s e  t o  p e r m a n e n t l y  l o c k
t h i s  l and  away from p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p ?  The c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f
A l a s k a ,  A r t i c l e  V I I I ,  s t a t e s  in S e c t i o n  l : " l t  i s  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  S t a t e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  
t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  i t s  l and  and deve l opment  o f  i t s  r e s o u r c e s  by making them a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  maximum use  c o n s i s t a n t  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t " .

R e s e a r c h  shows t h a t  t h e  l and  in t he  a r e a  i s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  a m u l t i t u d e  o f  u se s  in  p r i v a t e  
o w n e r s h i p .  T r u e ,  t h e  S t a t e  p l a n s  m u l t i p l e  use  f o r  t h e  l a n d ,  b u t  government  l a n d  does  
n o t  pay  t a x e s .  . . In r e c e n t  y e a r s  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  g ro u p s  have  been  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  
l i m i t i n g  t h e  use  o f  p u b l i c  l a n d s  much beyond what  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t  was when t h e s e  
a r e a s  were  e s t a b l i s h e d .

An example  i s  t h e  e m b a t t l e d  mi ne r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e .

T h e  S t a t e  s h ou l d  be  e x t r e m e l y  c ar ef ul  o f  p e r m a n e n t l y  c l a s s i f y i n g  p o t e n t i a l  t a x  b a s e

lan d into a r e s t r i c t e d  use. P l e a s e  d e f e a t  th is  b i l l .
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Honorable  A r l i s s  S t u r gu l e wsk i  
Alaska  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
Pouch V. (MS 3100)
Juneau ,  Ak 99811
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Dear Ms. S t u r gu l e ws k i :

Se n a t e  Bi l l  §2 2 3 ,  a s  p ro p o s ed ,  wi l l  pe rmanen t l y  deny any p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  ow n e r sh i p  
and t h e r e b y ,  any p o s s i b l e  t a x  bas e  o f  t he  over  500,000 a c r e s  i n c l u d e d  in t h e  p l a n n e d  
S u s i t n a  S t a t e  F o r e s t .  Only 7^8 ,000 a c r e s  c a r r y  t he  t a x  s u pp o r t  burden  on 1 3 , 9 7 2 , 0 0 0  
r ema i n i ng  a c r e s  in t h e  M a t a n u s ka - Su s i t na  Borough a t  p r e s e n t .

Given t h e  u n c e r t a i n  economic f u t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  i s  i t  wi s e  t o  p e r ma ne n t l y  l oc k  
t h i s  land away from p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  ownership?  The c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
A l a s k a ,  A r t i c l e  VI I I ,  s t a t e s  in S e c t i o n  1 : 1111 i s  t he  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  S t a t e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  
t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  i t s  land and development  o f  i t s  r e s o u r c e s  by making them a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  maximum use c o n s i s t a n t  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t " .

Res ea rc h  shows t h a t  t h e  l and  in t he  a r e a  i s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  a m u l t i t u d e  o f  u s e s - i n  p r i v a t e  
o wn e r s h i p .  T r u e ,  t h e  S t a t e  p l a n s  mu l t i p l e  use f o r  t h e  l a n d ,  bu t  government  l and  does  
n o t  pay t a x e s .  In r e c e n t  y e a r s  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  g roups  have been s u c c e s s f u l  in 
l i m i t i n g  t he  use o f  p u b l i c  l a nds  much beyond what  t he  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t  was when t h e s e  
a r e a s  were e s t a b l i s h e d .

An example i s  t h e  e m b a t t l e d  mi ne r s  o f  t he  S t a t e .

The S t a t e  should be e x t r e m e l y  c a r e f u l  o f  pe rma nen t l y  c l a s s i f y i n g  p o t e n t i a l  t a x  b a s e  
l and  i n t o  a r e s t r i c t e d  u s e .  P l e a s e  d e f e a t  t h i s  b i l l .
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x  O R I G I N A L  
x  S E N T :  
x  F R O M :
*  S U B J E C T :  
x  P R I N T  D A T E :

0 3 / 1 9 / 8 6  T I M E :  1 8 : 0 7  
C H A R L O T T E  C R E M E R  
M - S 3 / 1 9 P 0 M C C I I I  
0 3 / 1 9 / 8 6  T I M E :  1 8 : 0 7

T O :  S E N A T O R S  K E R T T U L A ,  D E V R I E S ,  M d t l M B B i a f f l ^  F A H R E N K A M P ,
E L I A S O N ,  Z H A R O F F ,  C O G H I L L ,  V  F I S C H E R

F R O M :  B I L L  H A M I L T O N  .  7 4 5 - 1 5 3 4
S R A  B O X  6 2 2 4  
P A L M E R  9 9 6 4 5

R E :  S B  2 2 3  -  S U S I T N A  F O R E S T

I  A M  V E R Y  M U C H  A G A I N S T  T H I S  B I L L .



Honorab le  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
Pouch V. (MS 3100)
J u n e a u ,  Ak 99811

Dear  Ms. S t u r g u l e w s k i :

S e n a t e  B i l l  #223,  a s  p r o p o s e d ,  w i l l  p e r m a n e n t l y  deny any p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p  
and t h e r e b y ,  any p o s s i b l e  t a x  b a s e  o f  t h e  o ve r  500,000 a c r e s  i n c l u d e d  in t h e  p l a n n e d  
S u s i t n a  S t a t e  F o r e s t .  Only 7^ 8 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  c a r r y  the  t a x  s u p p o r t  bu r den  on 1 3 , 9 7 2 , 0 0 0  
r e m a i n i n g  a c r e s  in t h e  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  Borough a t  p r e s e n t .

Given t h e  u n c e r t a i n  economic  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  i s . i t  w i s e  t o  p e r m a n e n t l y  l o c k
t h i s  l and  away from p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  ow n e r sh i p ?  The c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f
A l a s k a ,  A r t i c l e  V I I I ,  s t a t e s  in S e c t i o n  l : " l t  I s  t he  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  S t a t e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  
t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  i t s  l a n d  and deve l opmen t  o f  i t s  r e s o u r c e s  by making them a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  maximum use  c o n s i s t a n t  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t " .

R e s e a r c h  shows t h a t  t h e  l a n d  in t h e  a r e a  i s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  a m u l t i t u d e  o f  u s e s  i n  p r i v a t i  
o w n e r s h i p .  T r u e ,  t h e  S t a t e  p l a n s  m u l t i p l e  use f o r  t h e  l a n d ,  b u t  government  l a n d  does  
n o t  pay t a x e s .  . . In r e c e n t  y e a r s  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  g roups  have  been  s u c c e s s f u l  in  
l i m i t i n g  t h e  use  o f  p u b l i c  l a n d s  much beyond what  t he  o r i g i n a l  I n t e n t  was when t h e s e  
a r e a s  were  e s t a b l i s h e d .

An example  i s  t h e  e m b a t t l e d  m i n e r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e .

The S t a t e  shou l d  be e x t r e m e l y  c a r e f u l  o f  p e r ma ne n t l y  c l a s s i f y i n g  p o t e n t i a l  t a x  b a s e
l a n d  i n t c  a r e s t r i c t e d  u s e .  P l e a s e  d e f e a t  t h i s  b i l l .

S i n c e r e l y ,



TO: ALL L E G I S L A T O R S

FROM: P E G G Y  M A G N U S O N
1 3 3 0  M U L C H A T N A  D R  
W A S I L L A  9 9 6 8 7

R E :  S B  2 2 3  -  S U S I T N A  F O R E S T

I  A M  I N  F A V O R  O F  S B  2 2 3 .

3 7 6 - 6 5 4 3
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x  F R O M :  R O G E R  M C K O W A N  x
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T O :  S E N A T E  R E S O U R C E S

S E N S .  S T U R G U L E W S K I ,  F A H R E N K A M P ,  E L I A S O N ,  Z H A R O F F ,  H A L F O R D ,  
C O G H I L L ,  V .  F I S C H E R

F R O M :  D E N N I S  M U R P H Y
3 0 3 0  G L A C I E R  W O O D  D R .
J U N E A U  9 9 8 0 1  
P H O N E  7 8 9 - 1 5 3 9

R E :  S B  3 0  6  S B  2 2 3

I  S U P P O R T  T H E  E S T A B L I S H M E N T  O F  T H E S E  T W O  S T A T E  F O R E S T S .  H A V I N G  
2 0  Y E A R S  E X P E R I E N C E  I N  R E S O U R C E S  M A N A G E M E N T  I N  A L A S K A ,  T H E S E  
B I L L S  P R O M O T E  W I S E  U S E  O F  T H E  S T A T E S  L A N D  R E S O U R C E S



V

T O  S E N A T O R S  S T U R G U L E W S K I ,  F A H R E N K A M P ,  C O G H I L L ,  E L I A S O N ,  V *  ( _
F I S C H E R ,  H A L F O R D ,  A N D  Z H A R O F F  ( S E N A T E  R E S O U R C E S )

&  S E N A T O R S  F A I R S ,  S A C K E T T ,  K E R T T U L A ,  F E R G U S O N ,  P .  F I S C H E R ,  A N D  
H A L F O R D  ( S E N A T E  F I N A N C E )  (

F R  L A W S O N  S T A R N E S  /  \
2 8 1 3 - D  H A L I B U T  P O I N T  R D ,  '  (
S I T K A ,  A K *  9 9 8 3 5  747-6671 ( D A Y S )  r

R E :  S B  2 2 3  S U S I T N A  S T A T E  F O R E S T  ,

I  E N C O U R A G E  P A S S A G E  O F  S B  2 2 3 ,  E S T A B L I S H I N G  T H E  S U S I T N A  
S T A T E  F O R E S T .  M U L T I P L E  U S E  M A N A G E M E N T  W O U L D  R E S U L T  B Y  P A S S A G E  O F  
T H I S  B I L L .  W I T H  P R O S P E C T S  O F  D E C L I N I N G  O I L  R E V E N U E S ,  M U L T I P L E  
U S E  M A N A G E M E N T  O F  T H I S  F O R E S T  L A N D  W I L L  P R O V I D E  G R E A T E S T  E C O N O M I C  
B E N E F I T  T O  T H E  S T A T E .  ( ,

S I T K A  L I O  2 / 2 5 / 8 6



T O  S E N A T O R S  S T U R G U L E W S K I ,  F A H R E N K A M P ,  C O G H I L L ,  E L I A S O N ,  V *  
F I S C H E R ,  H A L F O R D ,  A N D  Z H A R O F F  ( S E N A T E  R E S O U R C E S )

&  S E N A T O R S  F A I K S ,  S A C K E T T ,  K E R T T U L A ,  F E R G U S O N ,  P .  F I S C H E R ,  A N D

F R  L A W S O N  S T A R N E S
2 8 1 3 - D  H A t f B U T  P O I N T  R D .
S I T K A ,  A K .  9 9 8 3 5  7 4 7 - 6 6 7 1  ( D A Y S )

R E ; / S B  2 2 3  S U S I T N A  S T A T E  F O R E S T

c
H A L F O R D  ( S E N A T E  F I N A N C E )  f f

t

c

I ^ E N P Q t f R A G E  P A S S A G E  O F  S B  2 2 3 ,  E S T A B L I S H I N G  T H E  S U S I T N A  L
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I R E :  S B  2 2 3  -  S U S IT N A  F O R E S T

I  WOULD L I K E  T H IS  B I L L  D E F E A T E D . 
HANDS AND ON TH E TA X R O L L S .
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WE NEED MORE P R O P E R T Y  IN  P R IV A T E
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R E :  S B  2 2 3  -  S U S IT N A  F O R E S T

P L E A S E  D E FE A T T H IS  B I L L .  T H E R E 'S  ENOUGH GOVERNMENT CO N TRO LS ON 
A L A S K A 'S  LAND S A L R E A D Y . PU T TH E H A LF M IL L IO N  A C R E S  IN  P R IV A T E  HANDS & 
ON TH E TA X R O L L S .
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I  S U P P O R T  S B  2 2 3  B E C A U SE  OF TH E ADVANTAGE OF M U L T IP L E  U SE IN  CO N TRA ST
TO A P R IV A T E  LAND L O C K -U P  B Y  " S P E C IA L  IN T E R E S T  G R O U P S ". A LSO  A 
P O T E N T IA L L Y  V IA B L E  T IM B E R  IN D U S T R Y  W IL L IN G  TO IN V E S T  & MAKE F O R E S T
PRO D U C TS W ITHOUT ECONOMIC A ID  FROM TH E S T A T E , ONLY A CO M M ITTM ENT A S TO
TH E A V IA L A B IL IT Y  OF T IM B E R .
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P L E A S E  D E I-b n  f  T H IS  B I L L .  I  WANT TO S E E  T H IS  5 0 0 ,0 0 0  A C R E S  OF 
LAND IN  P R IV A T E  O W N ERSH IP AND ON BOROUGH T A X  R O L L S .
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D E P A R T M E N T  O F  N A T U R A L  R E S O U R C E S

O F F I C E  O F  T H E  C O M M I S S I O N E R

1 * 9  'm a ov u  W VPOUCHM  
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811 
PHONE: 907-485-2400

March 18, 1986

The Honorable Arliss Sturgulewski 
Chair, Senator Resources Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Sturgulewski:

Thank you for providing me with the information supplied by 
the Mat-Su Loggers Association concerning additions to the 
proposed Susitna State Forest. I asked both planning and 
forestry staff to consider the suggested forest additions in 
light of the department's existing and proposed land classi­
fications and other relevant planning and forestry 
information. As you may know, state forests are multiple 
use areas, to be permanently retained in public ownership 
and actively managed to provide commercial commodities such 
as timber and minerals, as well as opportunities for 
tourism, hunting, fishing and recreation.

From our review of the suggested additions, we have 
concluded that one area, the Trail Ridge area, should be 
included in the proposed Susitna State Forest. The legal 
description for this area is as follows:

T18N R7W S.M.
Section 18 SWl/4, Wl/2 SE1/4
Section 19 Wl/2, SE1/4, Wl/2 NE1/4
Section 28 Wl/2 SWl/4
Section 29 Wl/2, SE1/4, Sl/2 NE1/4
Sections; 30 -33

R8W S.M.
Section 1 Wl/2 Wl/2
Sections; 2- 3
Section 4 El/2
Section 10 Nl/2, SE1/4
Section 11
Section 12 Wl/2, Wl/2 SE1/4
Section 13
Section 14 Nl/2, SEl/4, NE1/4 SWl/4
Section 15 Nl/2 NE1/4
Section 23 NE1/4, El/2 SEl/4
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Sections 24-25 
Section 26 E.l/2 NE1/4
Section 36 El/2

A second area, near Gate Creek, is not appropriate for 
inclusion in the state forest at this time. This area 
contains one of the few large contiguous blocks of good 
agricultural soils in the Susitna region and also has high 
value for forestry and wildlife habitat. It was designated 
as a resource management area in the Susitna Plan, and 
intended for retention in public ownership for 5-10 years 
until the best long-term use for the land is determined. 
Including this area in a state forest now would preclude its 
future use for agricultural purposes.

The remaining two areas recommended by the Mat-Su Loggers 
Association for inclusion in the state forest, the Delta 
Islands area and the region north of Skwentna, are also not 
appropriate for inclusion in the forest at this time. 
Although some commercial forest lands are located within 
these two areas, portions of these areas have agricultural 
potential and the land adjacent to Skwentna could be needed 
for community public facilities. The public interest would 
best be served if long-term commitments for these areas are 
postponed.

In previous discussions with the committee, some members 
suggested that land which did not have commercial timber 
potential should not be included in the Susitna State 
Forest. I believe that the purpose of a state forest is to 
retain public land for long-term multiple use, including but 
not limited to timber harvest. But if the commmittee wishes 
to delete certain non-commercially forested areas from the 
forest, and management of the deleted portions would not 
create land management problems, I would not object.

Please let me know if I may provide additional information 
or assistance.

Sincerely,

Esther C. Wunnicke 
Commissioner
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Honorable  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i  
Alaska  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
Pouch V. (MS 3100)
Juneau ,  Ak 99811

Dear  Ms. S t u r g u l e w s k i :

Se na t e  B i l l  #223,  a s  p r o p o s e d ,  w i l l  p e r ma ne n t l y  deny any p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  owne r s h i p  
and t h e r e b y ,  any p o s s i b l e  t a x  base  o f  t h e  ove r  500,000 a c r e s  i n c l u d e d  in t h e  p l a n n e d  
S u s i t n a  S t a t e  F o r e s t .  Only 7^8 , 000  a c r e s  c a r r y  t he  t a x  s u p p o r t  burden  on 1 3 , 9 7 2 , 0 0 0  
r ema i n i ng  a c r e s  in t h e  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  Borough a t  p r e s e n t .

Given t h e  u n c e r t a i n  economic  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  i s  i t  w i s e  t o  p e r ma n e n t l y  l oc k
t h i s  land away from p o s s i b l e  p r i v a t e  owner s h i p?  The c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f
A l a s k a ,  A r t i c l e  V I I I ,  s t a t e s  in S e c t i o n  l : " l t  i s  t he  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  S t a t e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  
t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  i t s  l and and development  o f  i t s  r e s o u r c e s  by making them a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  maximum use  c o n s i s t a n t  w i t h  t he  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t " .

Res ea rc h  shows t h a t  t h e  l and  in t he  a r e a  i s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  a m u l t i t u d e  o f  u s e s  in p r i v a t e  
o w n e r s h i p .  T r u e ,  t h e  S t a t e  p l a n s  m u l t i p l e  use f o r  t h e  l a n d ,  b u t  government  l and  does  
n o t  pay t a x e s .  In r e c e n t  y e a r s  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  g roups  have been s u c c e s i f u l  in 
l i m i t i n g  t he  use o f  p u b l i c  l a n d s  much beyond what  t he  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t  was when t h e s e  
a r e a s  were  e s t a b l i s h e d .

An example i s  t h e  e m b a t t l e d  mi ne r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e .

The State should be extremely careful of permanently classifying potential tax base
land into a restricted use. Please defeat this b i l l .

1 1 ? ^
' %

Sincerely,



Honorable A r l is s  Sturgulewski 
Alaska S tate  L e g is la tu re  
Pouch V. (MS 3100)
Juneau, Ak 99811

Dear Ms. Sturgulewski:

Senate B ill #223, as proposed, w il l  permanently deny any p o s s ib le  p r iv a te  ownership 
and thereby , any p o s s ib le  tax  base o f  the over 500,000 acres  included in the planned 
Susitna  S ta te  F o res t .  Only 7^8,000 acres  ca r ry  the tax  support burden on 13,972,000 
remaining acres  in the Matanuska-Susitna Borough a t  p re se n t .

Given the uncerta in  economic fu tu re  o f the S ta te  is  i t  wise to  perm anent^- '.ock 
th is  land away from p o ss ib le  p r iv a te  ownership? The c o n s t i tu t io n  o f the OLate o f 
Alaska, A r t ic le  V III ,  s t a t e s  in Section l : " l t  is  the po licy  o f the S ta te  to encourage 
the se ttlem en t o f  i t s  land and development of i t s  resources by making them a v a i la b le  
for maximum use c o n s is ta n t  w ith  the pub lic  in t e r e s t " .

Research shows th a t  the  land in the area is  su i ta b le  fo r  a m u lt i tu d e  o f  uses in p r iv a te  
ownership. True, the S ta te  p lan s  m u lt ip le  use for the land , but government land does 
not pay taxes . In recen t  years  spec ia l in t e r e s t  groups have Deen successfu l in 
l im i t in g  the use of p u b lic  lands much beyond what the o r ig in a l  in te n t  was when these  
areas were e s ta b l i s h e d .

An example is the  em battled  miners o f  the S ta te .

The S ta te  should be extrem ely  ca re fu l  o f  permanently c la s s i f y in g  p o te n t ia l  tax  base 
land in to  a r e s t r i c t e d  use. P lease  d e fea t  t h i s  b i l l .

77//£ X  c o o u k t e  / ) P F P P C W T £
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8 4 5  E .  S e s a m e  S t .  
K e t c h i k a n ,  A k  
M a r c h  1 3 ,  1 9 8 6

M s .  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i  
S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e  C o m m i t t e e  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  U  ( M S  3 1 0 0 )
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a

D e a r  M s .  S t u r g u l e w s k i ;

I  s u p p o r t  S e n a t e  B i l l  2 2 3  w h i c h  e s t a b l i s h e s  t h e  S u s i t n a  
S t a t e  F o r e s t .  T h i s  b i l l  i n s u r e s  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  s t a t e  
l a n d s  w i t h  l o n g  t e r m  m u l t i p l e  u s e  b e n e f i t s  a s  t h e  t o p  

p r i o r i t y .  I f  t h i s  s t a t e  f o r e s t  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  s o u n d  
r e s o u r c e  m a n a g e m e n t  o n  t h i s  l a n d  b a s e  c o u l d  p r o v i d e  t h e  
p u b l i c  w i t h  t h e  b r o a d e s t  r a n g e  o f  b e n e f i t s  i n c l u d i n g  t i m b e r ,  
r e c r e a t i o n ,  w i l d l i f e ,  m i n e r a l s ,  w a t e r s h e d  p r o t e c t i o n ,  
f i r e w o o d  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r  u s e s .  A s  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  b u s i n e s s ­

w o m a n ,  I  a m  s u r e  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  a  l o n g  
t e r m  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  g o o d s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  t o  A l a s k a ,  a n d  I  

a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  e f f o r t s  t o  m o v e  f o r w a r d  u n d e r  e x t r e m e  
p r e s s u r e  t o  i n s u r e  A l a s k a ' s  r e s o u r c e s  a r e  w i s e l y  p r o t e c t e d  

a n d  u s e d  t o  t h e  g o o d  o f  e v e r y o n e  i n  t h e  S t a t e .

Sincerely,

S t e p h e n  R .  A m b r o s e  
K e t c h i k a n  R e s i d e n t
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T O :  A L L  L E G I S L A T O R S

F R O M :  S T E V E  S T R U B E
R O B  5 2 1 1 6 6  
B I G  L A K E  9 9 6 5 2  

R E :  S B  2 2 3  -  S U S I T N A  F O R E S T

8 9 2 - 7 7 6 0

I ' M  I N  F A V O R  O F  T H E  S U S I T N A  F O R E S T *  B U T  W H E N  Y O U  P A S S  I T ,  A T T A C H  
A  F I S C A L  N O T E  T O  P R O V I D E  F O R  A C C E S S  A S  M O S T  O F  T H E  A R E A  I S  
U N A C C E S S A B L E *
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T O :  S E N A T O R S  K E R T T U L A ,  D E V R I E S ,  S T l  . E W S K I

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  L A R S O N ,  H U R L E Y

F R O M :  B I L L  B E E B E 8 9 2 - 7 8 1 0
R O B  5 2 0 5 7 7  
B I G  L A K E  9 9 6 5 2

R E :  S B  2 2 3  -  S U S I T N A  F O R E S T

I  S U P P O R T  T H E  C R E A T I O N  O F  S U S I T N A  F O R E S T  *  T H I S  A C T I O N  W I L L  H E L P
P R O D U C E  T H E  N E C E S S A R Y  L A N D  B A S E  T O  E S T A B L I S H  A  V I A B L E  F O R E S T
I N D U S T R Y  I N  T H I S  A R E A *  T H E  1 S U S I T N A  A R E A  P L A N "  H A S  I D E N T I F I E D

T H E  M O S T  S U I T A B L E  S I T E S  F O R  A G R I C U L T U R E  &  S E T T L E M E N T *  T H I S  B I L L  \
W I L L  N O T  I M P A C T  T H E S E  L A N D S

\
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T O  : S E N A T E  R E S O U R C E S

S E N S :  S T U R G U L E W S K I ,  F A H R E N K A M P ,  E L I A S O N ,  Z H A R O F F ,  H A L F O R D ,
C O G H I L L ,  V .  F I S C H E R

A L S O  :  S E N  A  T O  i s  B E N N E T T
R E P S  F R A N K ,  M * W *  M I L L E R ,  R I N G S T A D ,  K O P O N E N ,  D A V I S

F R O M :  J O H N  M A I S C H
1 7 1 0  W O L V E R I N E  D R *

F A I R B A N K S  9 9 7 0 9  
P H :  4 7 9  - 8 3 9 4

P E :  S B  2 2 3  S U S I T N A  F O R E S T

M S G :  I  W O U L D  L I K E  T O  U R G E  Y O U  T O  A C T  O N  S B  2 2 3 *  T H E  S U S I T N A
F O R E S T  W I L L  P R O V I D E  A N  I M P O R T A N T  L A N D  B A S E  F O R  F O R E S T  A N D  
E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T  I N  S O U T H  C E N T R A L  A R E A *  N O W  I S  T H E  T I M E  T O  
S E T  A S I D E  T H I S  L A N D  S O  F U T U R E  G E N E R A T I O N S  M A Y  B E N E F I T  B Y  I T *
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Association, Inc..

February 25, 1986

To: Chairman and Members o f the Senate Resources Committee

Re: SB-223, The S us itn a Fo res t

On b e h a lf o f the M atanuska-Sus itna V a lle y members o f the A laska Farmers and 
Stoclcgrowers A s s o c ia t io n , I  am w r i t in g  to in fo rm  you o f our o p p o s it io n  to 
SB-223, "An A c t e s ta b l is h in g  the Sus itna S ta te F o re s t; and p ro v id in g  fo r an 
e f fe c t iv e  d a te ."

I f  passed, SB-223 would remove the h e a rt o f the Sus itna V a lle y from fu tu re  
p o s s ib le  p r iv a te  ownersh ip and development, as w e ll as from the Borough ta x 
r o l l s .  The uses p ro v id ed fo r under the b i l l  cou ld be handled by p r iv a te  
e n te rp r is e  ra th e r than the S ta te government.

F u r th e r , we b e lie v e  th a t the b i l l  is  in  o p p o s it io n  to A r t ic le  V I I I  o f the 
C o n s t i tu t io n  o f the S ta te o f A la ska , Sec tion 1, which reads as fo llo w s :

" I t  is  the p o l ic y  o f the S ta te to  encourage the se ttlem en t 
o f i t s  land and the development o f i t s  resou rces by making 
them a v a ila b le  f o r  maximum use co n s is te n t w ith  the p u b lic  
in t e r e s t . "

P lease , con s id e r ou r o p p o s it io n  to  th is  b i l l .

We would a p p re c ia te  you r le t t in g  us know where you stand on th is  le g is la t io n . 

S in c e re ly ,

ALASKA FARMERS AND STOCKGROWERS ASSOCIATION, INC.

Teresa A. Weiland 
S ec re ta ry



COOK INLET CHAPTER 
JUNEAU CHAPTER
KETCHIKAN CHAPTER 
YUKON RIVER CHAPTER 
SITKA CHAPTER
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O F  

A M E R I C A N  F O R E S T E R S

STIKINE R.'VER CHAPTER

February 18, 1986

Attention: Arliss

Senator Arliss Sturgulewski 
Pouch V
Juneau, AK 99811

Two proposed State Forests need roots in our state. Senate Bill 
30 proposes to establish the Yakataga_State_Fore§t, located 
between Cape Suckling and Icy Bay on the Gulf of Alaska. Senate 
Bill 223 proposes to establish the Susitna_State_Forest, located 
in the middle Susitna River drainage. The Yakataga bill passed 
the Senate Resources Committee last March and the Senate Finance 
Committee, and it currently rests with the House Resources 
Committee. The Susitna bill is presently with the Senate Resourc 
Committee.

Passage of either or both of these bills this year will require 
our support. Please urge your chapter members to support the 
creation of these two new state forests NOW!

Testify: Susitna is with Arliss Sturgulewski's Senate Resources
committee. Arliss will be holding a public hearing on February_ 
24th_at_l :.30pm in Juneau, with teleconferences in Anchorage, 
Wasiila, and Fairbanks. Requests for additional teleconferences 
in other locations may be made through Legislative Affairs 
<278-9624). Testimony in support of the'.e bills will help 
greatly.

Write: Write a note to Senators on the Senate Resource Committee
for the Susitna Forest bill, with courtesy copies to all of the 
Senators on the Senate Finance Committee. For Yakataga, write 
Representatives on the House Resources Committee. We need 
broad-based grass roots (or tree roots) support for this 
legislation, so ask your friends to write too!

S§nd_a_Public_Message: Contact your local Legislative Affairs
Office. You may send a message for free if it is 50 words or 
less. Just call and say that you would like to send a public 
opinion message. (Anchorage 278-3668) (Fairbanks 452-4448) 
(Juneau 465-4648).



In Anchorage we are airing this issue on various television talk 
shows. For example. State Forester John Sturgeon will be 
appearing on the Theta Comstock Show on March 24th, Channel 2 at 
9:00 am to talk about the two proposed state forests and to show 
video on Alaska State Forestry. Please be alert to similar 
opportunities in your community.

It takes legislative action now to designate lands for the 
creation of a State Forest System. The land base from which 
selections can be made is steadily dwindling. The Alaska Society 
of American Foresters supports the Alaska Department of Natural 
Resources, Division of Forestry, in proposing the creation of 
these two new state forests and the long-term multiple use 
benefits which could be derived. Managed under multiple use 
concept, these forest lands could provide the public with the 
broadest range of benefits including timber, recreation, wildlife 
minerals, watershed protection, firewood and many other uses.

Thanks for your help.

State Forest Committee Chair

cc: Senator Arliss Sturgulewski 
John Sturgeon 
Tony Gasbarro


