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HOUSE BILL 55

TESTIMONY BEFORE THE SENATE LABOR AND COMMERCE COMMITTEE 
by Representative Virginia Collins 

February 19, 1986

Put pose. One of the priority issues identified by the Governor's 

Task Force on Drunk Driving was State funding for directing and funding public 

awareness programs on alcoho . i drug use and responsible motor vehicle 

operation. House Bill 55 is an attempt to respond to this concern. HB 55 is 

designed to improve public awareness and information at the sites where 

alcoholic beverages are purchased or consumed.

Statement of the Problem: In the last few years there has been an

increased public interest in the problem of drinking and driving. In response 

to this rising concern, the State of Alaska in recent years has enacted 

legislation aimed at removing the drunk driver from our streets and thus 

reducing alcohol-related accidents and fatalities. These statutes provide for 

the following:
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Raised legal drinking age of twenty-one.

An implied consent statute 

Preliminary breath testing on the roadway 

Administrative license revocation upon arrest 

Breath test refusal penalties same as DWI conviction 

Citizen reporting, i.e., REDDI

Definition of Breath Alcohol level at .10 illegal per

Mandatory sentencing

Mandatory fines

Victim compensation

Driver licensing information

Rehabilitation education

Compliance with conditions of court order

Mandatory liability insurance

Pour ne.. judges in the Anchorage area

Decrease in time between arrest and sentencing



Despite all of these efforts, drinking and driving continues to be a 

significant problem for the citizens of our state.

Recent newspaper headlines attest to the increasing public interest 

in the drunk-driving proolem. Much of this increase results from campaigns 

conducted by such citizen groups as MADD (Mothers Against Drunk Driving). 

Organizations like MADD have been very effective in enlisting public and 

official support for more severe penalties for drunk drivers. In the past, 

efforts to strenghthen drunk-driving lavkS have generally focused on increasing 

penal ties.

One justification frequently cited for this approach is the apparent 

success of drunk-driving laws carrying strict penalties and ensuring that such 

penalties are actually carried out. Unfortunately, in the past it generally 

has been the experience that public concern has been temporary, and Vkhen the 

interest of the moment has passed, the intensity of the effort to overcome the 

drinking-driving problem tends to fade. If current efforts are to have a 

long-term effect, it is important that public awareness accompany all current 

and future legislation to stem the tide of drunk driving.
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The passage of stricter drunk-driving laws alone will not reduce 

alcohol-related accidents or the incidents of drunk driving. For stricter 

laws tu be effective, the public must know the laws and penalties and have an 

increased fear of apprehension and conviction.

To have an impact on the rate of accidents caused by drunk drivers, 

laws must not only be enacted but also well publicized and enforced. In some 

cases, it appears that current DWI laws and their penalties are not as highly 

publicized throughout Alaska as they could be.

A review of the research on the scope of the problem as it exists in 

other states as well as in Alaska is well documented. It is clear from 

reviewing the information that drinking and driving is a very complex problem 

which requires a combination or a variety of approaches. Although it appears 

from reviewing the literature that enactment of stronger drunk-driving laws 

has been successful in stemming the tide, it has not been entirely successful 

in eliminating the problem.
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To be effective, enforcement programs must be accompanied by public 

information activities which ensure that there is a perception of increased 

probability of detection. A review of the research further indicates there is 

a strong connection between public awareness and the effectiveness of drunk- 

driving laws. Public awareness and accurate knowledge of the law, along with 

thorough enforcement procedures and stiff penalties are the major components, 

which will have a lasting impact on the large numbers of persons drinking and 

driving in Alaska, particularly in the case of social drinkers. Although this 

approach may not be as effective with problem drinkers, research indicates 

that the passage of stricter drunk-driving laws alone does not reduce alcohol- 

related accidents or the incidence of drunk driving. To increase the 

effectiveness of our efforts, the public must know the laws and the penalties 

and have an increased fear of apprehension and conviction.

The sale of alcohol is one of society's most highly regulated 

industries. There is good reason for this; it is a potentially dangerous 

substance posing extreme hazards to the health and welfare of consumers and 

motor vehicle operators on our public roads.



In the past decade, the vast majority of Americans have been 

concerned over public safety. This concern has risen steadily since 1971. In 

a recent Harris survey, 87% of the adult Americans polled blamed consumers 

themselves for injury resulting from misuse of products. Of the consumers 

surveyed, 73% believed that product safety objectives should be accomplished 

through publicity on product risks and dangers or by health warnings such as 

those required for cigarettes and over-the-counter drugs.

If a product has a hidden hazard, an unknowing consumer may be denied 

the valuable information necessary in deciding whether or not to risk using 

the product in the first place or how abuse of the product could impact his 

future welfare. Often, hazards in the use of alcohol are not visible to a 

consumer, and thus the consumer may not have a full appeciation for the 

severity of the decision to expose himself to that hazard. The probability of 

a hazard actually occurring, therefore, is of prime consideration in the 

consumer's behavior. Following this line of reasoning, an educated product 

consumer of alocholic beverages is likely to be a more responsible consumer.



The approaches for dealing with the drunk-driving problem are many, 

which include punitive, educational, rehabilitation, and behavioral. The 

value of placing warning signs in establishments where alcohol is sold ana/or 

consumed should be effective because the message is subliminal. Research has 

shown that subliminal advertising has a greater long-term effect in 

influencing behavior than any other form of advertising. The prominent 

display of DWI warning signs in establishments that sell alcohol would, over a 

peri(-i of time, effect consumer behavior in a positive manner. Subliminal 

messages are conveyed to the unconscious rather than to the conscious level. 

Once having established the message on the unconscious level, repeated 

exposure to the message reinforces its effect and eventually will lead to 

changes in behavior which will influence consumers of alcoholic beverages to 

act responsibly, not necessarily for the good of others, but for themselves.

HB 55 REPRESENTS GOOD LEGISLATION; IT MAXIMIZES THE EFFECT OF CURRENT

LAW AT MINIMAL EXPENSE TO THE PUBLIC TREASURY. HB 55 CARRIES A ZERO FISCAL 

NOTE.

RECOMMENDATIONS:



THANK YOU FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO TESTIFY. ON BEHALF OF MYSELF AND 

ALL THOSE WHO WILL BENEFIT FROM THIS BILL, I REQUEST YOUR SUPPORT IN PASSING 

HB 55 OUT OF COMMITTEE.

I AM AVAILABLE FOR ANY QUESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE.



APPENDIX  A

TIMELINE SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT LEGISLATION 
REGARDING CONTROL OF DRUNK DRIVERS

M U N IC IP A L IT Y  OF ANCHORAGE ALASKA STATE STATUTE

January , 1977

E s ta b lish ed Mandatory 
Minimum Sentence:
1st o ffe n se 24 hours
2nd o ffen se 3 days
3rd & subsequent 10 days

I l l e g a l to opera te motor 
ve h ic le  w ith  BAC .10% or 
h ighe r (Per Se law)
(AO 267-76)

January , 1978

Adopted procedure whereby in ­
v o lu n ta ry blood te s t was made 
in  med ica l s e t t in g  upon re fu ­
sa l o f b re a th a ly z e r te s t . 
(A dm in is tra t iv e  Procedure)

E s tab lished mandatory ju d ic ia l re ­
f e r r a l fo r a lcoh o l sc reen in g /re ha ­
b i l i t a t i o n  
(ch . 152 SLA 1978)

E s ta b lish ed mandatory j a i l  sentence 
o f 10 days fo r DWLS.

D isa llow ed lim ite d  lice n se on second 
o ffense fo r se rious t " i f f i c  m isde­
meanors
(ch . 178 SLA 1978)

November, 1978 
(11 /2 8 /7 8 )

Increased Mandatory Minimum 
sen tence :
1st o ffense 3 consecu tive days
2nd & subsequent 10 consecu tive days 

(AO 78-230S)

November, 1979

Adopted brea th as w e ll as 
blood standard fo r measurement 
o f BAC 
(AO 79-194)



D r u n k  D r i v i n g  L e g i s l a t i o n

P age 2

( September)

Adopted mandatory minimum j a i l  
sen tence :
1st o ffen se 3 consecu tive days 
2nd o ffe n se 10 consecu tive days

I l l e g a l to opera te motor ve h ic le  
w ith  BAC .10% o r h ighe r

Adopted b rea th a lc o h o l measurement 
standard

E s ta b lish ed a d m is s ib i l i t y  o f re fu s a l 
under im p lie d consent law as e v i­
dence in  p ro se cu tio n 
(ch . 129 SLA 1980)

(August)

Adopted s ta te s ta tu te  
(AO 80-122)

1981

Assumes v a l i d i t y  o f chem ical 
te s t i f  taken w ith in  fou r 
hours o f a rre s t 
(AO 81-75)

Reduction in  hours o f 
le g a l sa le o f a lc o h o l

1982
( September)

E s tab lished re fu s a l under im p lied 
consent laws as misdemeanor o ffen se 
w ith  same sentence as DWI o ffense

A llowed fo r a p p lic a t io n  o f DWI law 
to a irp la n e s and w a te rc ra f t

A llowed fo rce ab le blood te s t fo r BAC 
in  f a t a l i t i e s ,  in ju r ie s  o r cases 
where defendant is  incapab le o f re ­
fu s in g

Required use o f lim ite d  lic e n se fo r 
at le a s t 60 days ( ra th e r than on ly 
30 days)

1 1980



D r u n k  D r i v i n g  L e g i s l a t i o n

P age  3

Revised mandatory minimum sentence 
1st o ffe n se 1 1 consecu tive hours 
2nd o ffe n se 10 consecu tive days 
20 days i f  subs> quent o ffense 
w ith in  one year 

(c h . 117 SLA 1982)

Adopted s ta te  s ta tu te  but leaves 
in  v a l id i t y  o f chem ical te s t i f  
taken w ith in  fo u r hours o f a r re s t 
(AO 82-126)

November, 1982

A llow s fo r f e i t u r e  o f motor 
ve h ic le  to M u n ic ip a l i ty  on 
2nd or subsequent o ffense 
w ith in  5 years o f f i r s t  
o ffense

Perm it impoundment (tem porary 
se izu re ) o f ve h ic le  to M un ic i- 
p a l i t ,  fo r 30 days fo r 1st and 
2nd o rfc n se , 60 days fo r 3rd 
o ffense and 90 days on 4 th or 
subsequent o ffe n s e .
(AO 82-205)

June, 1983 
E f fe c t iv e  10/17/83

Revised mandatory minimum sentence 
1st o ffe n se 72 hours (unchanged) 
2nd o ffen se w / in  10 years 20 days
3rd o ffe n se w / in  10 years 30 days

E s ta b lis h e d mandatory minimum fin e s 
1st o ffe n se $250
2nd o ffe n se $500
3rd o ffe n se $1000

E s ta b lis h e d a dm in is tra t iv e  revoca­
t io n  o f d r iv e r 's  license by law 
enforcement o f f i c e r  i f  BAC is  .10% 
o r h ig h e r o r d r iv e r re fuses b rea th 
te s t . D r iv e r rece ives 7-day r u- 
po ra ry lic e n s e ; d r iv e r has seven 
days to appea l.



D r u n k  D r i v i n g  L e g i s l a t i o n

P age  4

Revises terms o f lice nse re v o c a t i m 
under a dm in is tra t iv e  or cou rt 
a u th o r ity  - p rov ides minimums:
1st o ffe n se 90 days ( la s t 60 days 

may be lim ite d )
2nd o ffe n se 1 year 
3rd o ffen se 10 years

Court re vo ca tio n may be e ith e r 
concu rren t o r consecu tive w ith 
a dm in is tra t iv e  a c t io n .

Revises procedure to recove r v a l id  
lic e n s e : d r iv e r must post SR22, pay
fee and pass w r i t te n  and road te s t .

Revises pena lty fo r d r iv in g  w ith  
license revoked. I f  re vo ca tio n was 
fo r 1st DWI c o n v ic t io n , mandatory 
minimum 30 days in  j a i l .  I f  revoked 
fo r 2nd or subsequent DWI, mandatory 
j a i l  sentence o f 90 days to serv .

A llow s fo r impoundment o r fo r f e i t u r e  
o f ve h ic le  on 3rd & subsequent 
o ffe n se .

Suspended im p o s it io n  o f sentence is  
no longer pe rm itte d fo r DWI, Breath 
Test R e fu sa l, o r D r iv in g  w ith 
License Revoked.

Minimum le g a l age to purchase/ 
consume increased from 19 to 
21 —  over th ree year p e r io d , 
e f fe c t iv e  January , 1984.

S ta te ta x on a lc o h o l inc reased !
( la s t inc rease was 1962).
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F o r d
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Original sponsors: C o l l i n s ,  U e h l i n g  
a n d  G r u e n b e r g

B Y  T H E  L A B O R  ANTI
I N  T H E  H O U S E  C O M M E R C E  C O M M I T T E E

S E N A T E  C S  F O R  CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 55 (L&C)

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  l i q u o r  l i c e n s e e s '  d u t y  to c o n t a c t

t a x i s  f o r  p a t r o n s  a n d  to d i s p l a y  a l c o h o l  w a r n i n g  

s i g n s ."

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  0 4 . 1 1 . 3 7 0  is a m e n d e d  to r e a d :

Sec. 0 4 . 1 1 . 3 7 0 .  S U S P E N S I O N  A N D  R E V O C A T I O N  O F  L I C E N S E S  A N D  P E R ­

M I T S .  E x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  i n  (b) o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  a [A] l i c e n s e  or 

p e r m i t  s h a l l  b e  s u s p e n d e d  o r  r e v o k e d  if t h e  b o a r d  f i n d s  t h a t  o n e  or 

m o r e  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  g r o u n d s  e x i s t s :

(1) m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  a m a t e r i a l  f a c t  o n  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  

f o r  a l i c e n s e  o r  p e r m i t :

(2) c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  a u t h o r i z e d  u n d e r  a l i c e n s e  

o r  p e r m i t  w o u l d  b e  c o n t r a r y  to the  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  th e  p u b l i c :

(3) f a i l u r e  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  l i c e n s e e  to c o r r e c t  d e f e c t s  

w h i c h  c o n s t i t u t e  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  t i t l e ,  r e g u l a t i o n s  a d o p t e d  u n d e r  

t h i s  tit l e ,  o r  o t h e r  l a w s  w i t h i n  a p r e s c r i b e d  t i m e  a f t e r  r e c e i p t  of 

n o t i c e  i s s u e d  b y  the b o a r d  o r  i t s  a g e n t ;

(4) c o n v i c t i o n  o f  a l i c e n s e e  o f  a v i o l a t i o n  o f  a p r o v i s i o n  

o f  t h i s  t i t l e ,  a r e g u l a t i o n  a d o p t e d  u n d e r  t h i s  t i t l e ,  o r  a n  o r d i n a n c e  

a d o p t e d  u n d e r  A S  0 4 . 2 1 . 0 1 0 :

(5) c o n v i c t i o n  o f  th e  a g e n t  o r  e m p l o y e e  o f  a l i c e n s e e  o f  a 

v i o l a t i o n  o f  t his t i t l e ,  a r e g u l a t i o n  a d o p t e d  u n d e r  t h i s  t i t l e ,  o r  an 

o r d i n a n c e  a d o p t e d  u n d e r  A S  0 4 . 2 1 . 0 1 0 ,  if t h e  l i c e n s e e  is f o u n d  b y  the  

b o a r d  to h a v e  e i t h e r  k n o w i n g l y  a l l o w e d  t h e  v i o l a t i o n  o r  to h a v e

- 1 -  S C S  C S H B  5 5 (L&C)
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recklessly or with criminal negligence failed to act in accordance 

with the duty prescribed under AS 04.21.030 with the result that an 

agent or employee violates a law, regulation, or ordinance;

(6) failure of the licensee to comply with the laws and 

regulations pertaining to public health in the state;

(7) use of the licensed premises as a resort for illegal 

possessors or users of narcotics, prostitutes, or pimps; in addition 

to any other legally competent evidence, the character of the premises 

may be proved by the general reputation of the premises in the commu­

nity as a resort for illegal possessors or users of narcotics, prosti­

tutes, or pimps;

(8) occurrence of illegal gambling within the limits of the 

licensed premises;

(9) permitting any public offense involving moral turpitude 

occur on the licensed premises;

(10) violation by a licensee of this title, a regulation

adopted under this title, or an ordinance adopted under AS 04,21.010;

(11) violation by an agent or employee of a licensee of a

provision of this title, a regulation adop"ed under this title, or an 

ordinance adopted under AS 04.21.010, if the licensee is found by the 

board to have either knowingly allowed the violation or to have reck­

lessly or with criminal negligence failed to act in accordance with 

the duty prescribed under AS 04.21.030 with the result that the agent 

or employee violates the law, regulation, or ordinance.

* Sec. 2. AS 04.11.370 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(b) The board may not suspend or revoke a license or permit for

the conviction of a licensee or permittee of a violation of AS 04.21.-

035 or 04.21.036.

* Sec. 3. AS 04.16 is amended by adding a new section to read:

SCS CSHB 55(L&C) -2-



WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT

Sec. 04.16.205. PENALTY FOR FAILURE TO CONTACT TAXI OR DISPLAY 

ALCOHOL WARNING SIGNS. The board may impose a civil penalty, not to 

exceed $100, upon a licensee that the board finds, after notice and 

^S! hearing, has violated AS 04.21.035 or 04.21.036.

* Sec. 4. AS 04.21 is amended by adding new sections to read:

Sec. 04.21.035. DUTY TO CONTACT TAXI. A licensee or a licens­

ee's agent or employee shall make reasonable efforts to procure a 

taxi, where regular taxi service is available, for any person in the 

premises who requests a taxi. The licensee is not responsible for 

paying the cost of the taxi.

Sec. 04.21.036. DISPLAY OF ALCOHOL WARNING SIGNS. (a) A li­

censee, except a comion carrier licensee, shall conspicuously display 

at the main public exit and in all restrooms, a sign that reads "Drunk 

Drivers Go To Jail - Why Risk It - Call A Taxi." The sign shall 

include a prohibitory symbol. The sign must be at least 18 inches 

wide and six inches high, with lettering at least one and one-fourth 

inches high.

(b) The state shall furnish, without cost, signs required under 

this section to any licensee requesting them.

- 3 - SCS CSHB 55(L&C)



CHAIRMAN'S INFORMATION: { Z < ? C .

1) B I L L  T I T L E :  "An a c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  l i q u o r  l i c e n s e e s '  d u t y  to
c o n t a c t  t a x i s  f o r  p a t r o n s  a n d  t o  d i s p l a y  
a l c o h o l  w a r n i n g  s i g n s . "

a) I n t r o d u c e d :  R e p  C o l l i n s ,  U e h l i n g ,  G r u e n b e r g

b) C o - s p o n s o r s :

2) I N T E N T :  M e a s u r e  r e q u i r e s  l i q u o r  l i c e n s e e s '  to  m a k e
r e a s o n a b l e  e f f o r t s  t o  c a l l  a t a x i  w h e n  a p a t r o n  
r e q u e s t s  a taxi. A d d i t i o n a l l y  it w o u l d  r e q u i r e  
t h e  p o s t i n g  of a l c o h o l  w a r n i n g  s i g n s  at  e a c h  
p u b l i c  e n t r a n c e  a n a  exit. V i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  
p r o v i s i o n s  w i l l  r e s u l t  in t h e  r e v o c a t i o n  or  
s u s p e n s i o n  o f  a l i c e n s e e s '  p e r m i t .

S e n a t e  L & C  CS m o d i f i e s  t h e  p e n a l t y  s e c t i o n  
f o r  t h o s e  l i c e n s e e s '  w h o  a r e  i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  this 
law, (civil fine n o t  t o  e x c e e d  $100, i m p o s e d  b y  
t h e  A B C  B o a r d  a f t e r  h e a r i n g  a n d  noti c e )  a n d  
r e q u i r e s  t h a t  s i gns b e  p l a c e d  a t  t h e  m a i n  e x i t  and 
in all r e s t r o o m s .

F I S C A L  N OTE: 0 (but w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s o  t h a t  t h e  D e p t  of  H & S S
w i l l  f u n d  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  s i g n s  f r o m  its 
o p e r a t i n g  bu d g e t . )

N.B. N O  E F F E C T I V E  DA T E  C L A U S E

3) A D D I T I O N A L  R E F E R R A L S : HESS, R u l e s

4) P U B L I C  H E A R I N G S :

a) S p o n s o r :

b) P u b l i c  W i t n e s s e s :



5) BILL ACTION:

a) H o l d  in c o m m i t t e e ?
b) A s s i g n  t o  sub c o m m i t t e e  f o r  f u r t h e r  r e v i e w ?
c) M o v e  f r o m  c o m m i t t e e ?
d) C l o s e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s ?

6) C O M M I T T E E  A C T I O N ?

a) a m e n d m e n t s ?
b) CS a d o p t i o n ?  N e e d  t o  a d o p t  L & C  CS
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Original sponsors: Collins, Uehling

and Gruenberg

BY THE LABOR AND
IN THE HOUSE COMMERCE COMMITTEE

SENATE CS FOR CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 55 (L&C)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to liquor licensees' duty to contact

taxis for patrons and to display alcohol warning 

signs."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 04.11.370 is amended to read:

Sec. 04.11.370. SUSPENSION AND REVOCATION OF LICENSES AND PER­

MITS. Except as provided in (b) of this section, a (A) license or 

permit shall be suspended or revoked if the board finds that one or 

more of the following grounds exists:

(1) misrepresentation of a material fact on an application 

for a license or permitj

(2) continuation of activities authorized under a license 

or permit would be contrary to the best interest of the public;

(3) failure on the part of th'e licensee to correct defects 

which constitute violations of this title, regulations adopted under 

this title, or other laws within a prescribed time after receipt of 

notice issued by the board or its agent;

(4) conviction of a licensee of a violation of a provision

of this title, a regulation adopted under this title, or an ordinance

adopted under AS 04.21.010;

(5) conviction of the agent or employee of a licensee of a 

violation of this title, a regulation adopted under this title, or an 

ordinance adopted under AS 04.21.010, if the licensee is found by the 

board to have either knowingly allowed the violation or to have

"  SCS CSHB55(L8C)
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recklessly or with criminal negligence failed to act in accordance

with the duty prescribed under AS 04.21.030 with the result that an 

agent or employee violates a law, regulation, or ordinance;

(6) failure of the licensee to comply with the laws and

regulations pertaining to public health in the state;

(7) use of the licensed premises as a resort for illegal 

possessors or users of narcotics, prostitutes, or pimps; in addition 

to any other legally competent evidence, the character of the precises

may be proved by the general reputation of the premises in the commu­

nity as a resort for illegal possessors or users of narcotics, prosti­

tutes, or pimps;

(8) occurrence of illegal gambling within the limits of the 

licensed premises;

(9) permitting any public offense involving moral turpitude 

to occur on the licensed premises;

(10) violation by a licensee of this title, a regulation

adopted under this title, or an ordinance adopted under AS 04.21.010;

(11) violation by an agent or employee of a licensee of a

provision of this title, a regulation adopted under this title, or an 

ordinance adopted under AS 04.21.010, if the licensee is found bv the 

board to have either knowingly allowed the violation or to have reck­

lessly or with criminal negligence failed to act in accordance with 

the duty prescribed under AS 04.21.030 with the result that the agent 

or employee violates the law, regulation, or ordinance.

* Sec. 2. AS 04.11.370 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(b) The board may not suspend or revoke a license or permit for 

the ^f( j s TTJ conviction of a licensee or permittee of a violation of

AS 04.21.035 or 04.21.036.

* Sec. 3. AS 04.21 is amended by adding new sections to read:

SCS CSHB 55(L&C) -2-
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Sec. 04.21.035. DUTY TO CONTACT TAXI. A licensee or a licens­

ee's agent or employee shall make reasonable efforts to procure a 

taxi, where regular taxi service is available, for any person in the 

premises who requests a taxi. The licensee is not responsible for 

paying the cost of the taxi.

Sec. 04.21.036. DISPLAY OF ALCOHOL WARNING SIGNS. (a) A li­

censee, except a common carrier licensee, shall conspicuously display 

at the main public entrance and intone lighted area where alcohol is 

sold at retail, a sign that reads "Drunk Drivers Go To Jail - Why Risk 

It - Call A Taxi." The sign shall include a prohibitory symbol. The 

sign must be at least 18 inches wide and six inches high, with letter­

ing at least one and one-fourth inches high.

(b) The state shall furnish, without cost, signs required under 

this section to any licensee requesting them.

- 3 - SCS CSH3 55(L&C)
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O r ig in a l sponsors : C o l l i n s ,  Ueh lingand Gruenberg

O f f e r e d : *  5 / 1 / 8 5
R e f e r r e d :  R u le s

IN THE HOUSE BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE
CS FOR HO’ '̂E BILL NO. 55 (Finance) am 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL
For an Act e n t i t le d :  "An Act r e la t i n g  to l iq u o r  l icen sees ' duty to contact

ta x is  f o r  pa trons and to d isp la y  a lc oh o l warning 
s ig n s . "

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* Section  1. AS 04 .21  i s  amended by adding new sections to  read :

Sec. 0 4 .2 1 .0 3 5 .  DUTY TO CONTACT TAXI. A licen see  o r  a l i c e n s ­
ee 's  agent o r  employee sha lx  make reasonable e f f o r t s  to procure a
t a x i ,  where re g u la r  t a x i  s e rv ic e  i s  a v a i la b le ,  f o r  any person in  the 
premises who requests a t a x i .  The licensee  i s  not re spon s ib le  f o r  
paying the cost o f  the t a x i .

Sec. 0 4 .2 1 .0 3 6 .  DISPLAY OF ALCOHOL WARNING SIGNS. (a )  A l i ­
censee, except a common c a r r i e r  l ic e n se e , s h a l l  conspicuously d isp la y  
at each pub lic  entrance and e x i t  o f  premises where a lc o h o l i s  so ld  at
r e t a i l ,  a s ign that reads "Drunk D rive rs  Go To J a i l  - Why R isk  I t  -
C a l l  A T a x i . "  The s ign s h a l l  inc lude a p ro h ib i to ry  symbol. The sign
must be at le a s t  18 inches wide and s ix  inches h igh, with le t t e r i n g  at 
le a s t  one and on e - fo u r th  inches h igh.

(b ) The s ta te  s h a l l  fu rn is h ,  without cos t , signs requ ired  under 
th is  s ec t ion  to any l ic en see  requesting  them.
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B IL L  S H E F F I E L D , G O V E R N O R

WEPT. O F  H E A L T H  A N D  SOCIAL SERVICES POUCH H 05F 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811
PHONE: 5 8 6 - 6 2 0 1

O F F IC E  O F  A LC O H O L ISM  A N D  D R U G  A B U S E

J a n u a r y  2 4 ,  1 9 8 6

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  F r e d  Z h a r o f f  
C h a i r ,  L a b o r  &  C o m m e r e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  
P . O .  B o x  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Z h a r o f f :

T h i s  is t o  i n f o r m  y o u  t h a t  t h i s  o f f i c e  h a s  a g r e e d  t o  f u n d  H B  
5 5  f o r  a  t o t a l  s u m  o f  $ 3 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 .  T h i s  f u n d i n g  w a s  c o m m i t t e d  
d u r i n g  H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  t e s t i m o n y  l a s t  y e a r .  U e  f e e l  t h e  
s i g n s  a s  d e s c r i b e d  in H B  5 5  u o u l d  b e  in l i n e  u i t h  o u r  d r u n k  
d r i v i n g  p r e v e n t i o n  i n i t i t i v e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

flat t h e u  C. F e l i x  
C o o r d i n a t o r

CO/2

H&SS Explanation of Funding
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Sec. 04.21.035. DUTY TO CONTACT TAXI. A licensee or a licens­

ee's agent or employee shall make reasonable efforts to procure a 

taxi, where regular taxi service is available, for any person in the 

premises who requests a taxi. The licensee is not responsible for 

paying the cost of the taxi.

Sec. 04.21.036. DISPLAY OF ALCOHOL WARNING SIGNS. A li­

censee, except a common carrier licensee, shall conspicuously display 

at the main public entrance and intone lighted area where alcohol is 

sold at retail, a sign that reads "Drunk Drivers Go To Jail - Why Risk 

It - Call A Taxi." The sign shall include a prohibitory symbol. The 

sign must be p.t least 18 inches wide and six inches high, with letter­

ing at least one and one-fourth inches high.

(b) The state shall furnish, without cost, signs required under 

this section to any licensee requesting them.

-3- SCS CSH3 55(I.&C)



O r ig in a l sponsors : C o l l i n s ,  Uehlingand Gruenberg

O f f e r e d :  5 / 1 / 8 5
R e f e r r e d :  R u le s

1 IN THE HOUSE BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE
2 CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 55 (Finance) am
3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
4 FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
5 A BILL
6  For an Act e n t i t le d :  "An Act r e la t in g  to l i q u o r  l ic en see s '  duty to contact
7  t a x is  f o r  patrons and to d is p la y  a lc oh o l warning
8  s ig n s . "
9 BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

10 * S e ct i o n  1. AS 04.21 is amen d e d  by adding n e w  sections to read:

11 Sec. 04.21.035. DUT Y  TO C O N T A C T TAXI. A  licensee or a licens-

12 ee's agent or e mp l o y e e  shall m a k e  reasonable efforts to procure a

13 taxi, w h e r e  r e g u l a r  taxi service is available, for any p e r s o n  i n  the

14 p r e mi s e s  who r e q uests a taxi. The licensee is not respons i b l e  for

15 p ay i n g  the cost of the taxi.

16 Sec. 04.21.036. D I S P L A Y  O F  A L C O H O L  W A R N I N G  SIGNS. (a) A  li-

1 7  censee, except a co mm o n  carrier licensee, shall c o n s p i c u o u sl y  disp l a y

18 at eac h  pu bl i c  e n t rance and exit of premises w h e r e  alcohol is sold at

1 9  retail, a s ign that reads "Drunk Drivers Go To Jai l  - Why R i s k  It -

20 Call A Taxi." The s ign shall include a p r o h i b i t o r y  symbol. The sign

21 must be at least 18 inches wid e  and six inches high, w i t h  lettering at

22 least one and o n e - f o u r t h  inches high.

23 (b) The state shall furnish, without cost, signs required u nder

24 this sect i o n  to any licensee r e q u e s t i n g  them.

CSHB 55(Fin)am



B IL L  S H E F F I E L D , G O V E R N O R

DEPT. O F  H E A L T H  A N D  SOCIAL SERVICES POUCH H 05F 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811
PHONE: 5 8 6 - 6 2 0 1

O F F IC E  O F  A L C O H O L ISM  A N D  D R U G  A B U S E

J a n u a r y  2 4 ,  1 9 8 6

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  F r e d  Z h a r o f f  
C h a i r ,  L a b o r  8. C o m m e r e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  
P . O .  B o x  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Z h a r o f f :

T h i s  is t o  i n f o r m  y o u  t h a t  t h i s  o f f i c e  h a s  a g r e e d  to  f u n d  H B  
5 5  -for a t o t a l  s u m  o f  $ 3 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 .  T h i s  f u n d i n g  u a s  c o m m i t t e d  
d u r i n g  H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  t e s t i m o n y  l a s t  y e a r .  U e  f e e l  t h e  
s i g n s  a s  d e s c r i b e d  in H B  5 5  w o u l d  b e  in l i n e  w i t h  o u r  d r u n k  
d r i v i n g  p r e v e n t i o n  i n i t i t i v e .

S i n c e r e l y

M a t t h e w  C. F e l i x  
C o o r d i  n a t  o r

t. !

C O / 2
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Alaska delate ‘JCegisIatare
S e n a t e

Committee on £a6or & Commerce Pouch v
State Cap ito l

O ffic ia l Business Juneau, Alaska 99811

C S H B  5 5 ( f i n ) a m  S u m m a r y :

M e a s u r e  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  a l i c e n s e e  m a k e  a r e a s o n a b l e  e f f o r t  to 
c o n t a c t  a t a x i  f o r  a p a t r o n  w h o  r e q u e s t s  one, a n d  t h a t  t h e  
l i c e n s e e  d i s p l a y  a n  a l c o h o l  w a r n i n g  s i g n  a t  e a c h  e n t r a n c e  and 
e x i t  o f  a l i c e n s e d  p r e m i s s .  F u r t h e r ,  t h e  b i l l  r e q u i r e s  the 
s t a t e  t o  f u r n i s h  a l c o h o l  w a r n i n g  signs, w i t h o u t  cost, to any 
l i c e n s e e  r e q u e s t i n g  them. P e n a l t y  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  v i o l a t i o n  of 
t h e s e  s e c t i o n s  w o u l d  r e s u l t  in r e v o c a t i o n  o r  s u s p e n s i o n  of 
l i c e n s e  o r  p e r m i t .

S C S  C S H B  55 (L&C) w o u l d  n o t  i n v o k e  a p e n a l t y  o n  t h e  f i rst 
c o n v i c t i o n ,  a n d  m o d i f i e s  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  a l c o h o l  w a r n i n g  
s i g n s  t o  b e  p l a c e d  at e a c h  e n t r a n c e  a n d  e x i t  of  a l i c e n s e d  
p r e m i s s .  S C S  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  s i g n s  at t h e  m a i n  p u b l i c  e n t r a n c e  
a n d  in o n e  l i g h t e d  area.

L a t e s t  S e n a t e  CS w o u l d  r e q u i r e  t h e  p o s t i n g  o f  s i g n s  in all 
r e s t r o o m s  a n d  a t  t h e  m a i n  p u b l i c  e x i t  of a l i c e n s e d  premiss. 
P e n a l t y  p r o v i s i o n s  m a y  b e  i m p o s e d  b y  t h e  bo a r d ,  a f t e r  a 
h e a r i n g  a n d  n o t i c e ,  a n d  m a y  i n c l u d e  a c i v i l  p e n a l t y  n o t  to 
e x c e e d  $100.
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1) B I L L  T I T L E :  " A n  a c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  p l u m b i n g  c ode; a n d
p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

a) I n t r o d u c e d :  G o v e r n o r

b) C o - s p o n s o r s :

CHAIRMAN'S INFORMATION: CSHB 63(L&C)

2) I N T E N T :  T h i s  m e a s u r e  a d o t p s  a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  1 9 8 5
p l u m b i n g  code, as w e l l  a s  a d o p t i n g  t h e  U n i f o r m  
S o l a r  E n e r g y  a n d  t h e  u n i f o r m  s w i m m i n g  p o ol, spa, 
h o t  t u b  c o d e  in t h e i r  e n t i r e t y .

U n d e r  t h e r  H o u s e  v e r s i o n ,  p l a s t i c  p i p e  is l i m i t e d  
t o  t y p e  V  n o n r a t e d  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  a n d  
a l s o  g r a n d f a t h e r s  in t h o s e  p r o j e c t s  w h i c h  h a d  
u s e d  p l a s t i c  p i p e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of 
t h e  act.

T h e  L & C  CS e x p a n d s  t h e  u s e  o f  p l a s t i c  t o  t y p e  V  
r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  a n d  i n c r e a s e s  t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n  t h r e s h o l d  f o r  e x e m p t i o n  f r o m  p l u m b i n g  
c o d e  c o n f o r m i t y .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  SCS p l a c e s  
c e r t a i n  l i a b i l i t i e s  o n  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  f o r  
a d o p t i n g  s t a n d a r d s  w h i c h  v i o l a t e  s t a t e  code, a n d  
h o l d s  t h e  s t a t e  h a r m l e s s  f o r  l i a b i l i t y  f o r  
d a m a g e s  a r i s i n g  f r o m  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  
m a t e r i a l s  n o t  p e r m i t t e d  b y  t h e  code.

F I S C A L  N O T E :  0

3) A D D I T I O N A L  R E F E R R A L S :  R u l e s

4) P U B L I C  H E A R I N G S :

a) S p o n s o r :

b) P u b l i c  W i t n e s s e s :

5) B I L L  A C T I O N :

a) H o l d  in c o m m i t t e e ?
b) A s s i g n  t o  s u b  c o m m i t t e e  f o r  f u r t h e r  r e v i e w ?
c) M o v e  f r o m  c o m m i t t e e ?
d) C l o s e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s ?

6) C O M M I T T E E  A C T I O N ?

a) a m e n d m e n t s ?
b) CS a d o p t i o n ?  N e e d  t o  a d o p t  t h e  S e n a t e  L & C  CS



•>

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT

O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r :  R u l e s / G o v e r n o r

C r a m e r  
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BY T H E  L A B O R  A N D
IN T H E  H O U S E  C O M M E R C E  C O M M I T T E E

S E N A T E  CS F O R  C S ' F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 63 (L&C)

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

A B I L L

F o r  an A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to the p l u m b i n g  code; a n d  p r o v i d i n g

f o r  an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  1 8 . 6 0 . 7 0 5  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 18.60.705. P L U M B I N G  CODE. T h e  f o l l o w i n g  p u b l i c a t i o n s  are 

a d o p t e d  [ D E P A R T M E N T  O F  L A B O R  S H A L L  A D O P T , ]  as the o f f i c i a l  m i n i m u m  

p l u m b i n g  c o d e  for the statej_ [,]

(1) the U n i f o r m  P l u m b i n g  Code, 1985 [1979] e d i t i o n ,  a d o p t e d

at the 5 4 th [49TH] A n n u a l  C o n f e r e n c e ,  S e p t e m b e r ,  1983 [ 1978], I n t e r n a­

tion a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  of P l u m b i n g  a n d  M e c h a n i c a l  O f f i c i a l s ,  c h s . 1 - 13 

a n d  a p p e n d i c e s ,  U s e f u l  T a b l e s ,  a n d  I n s t a l l a t i o n  S t a n d a r d s ,  b u t  e x­

cl u d i n g  P a r t  I, A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  p a g e s  la - 6a, a n d  s u b j e c t  to A S  18.- 

6 0 . 7 1 0  - 1 8 . 6 0 . 7 4 0  a n d  t h e  c h a n g e s  s p e c i f i e d  in (b) o f  this s e c t i o n ;

(2) the U n i f o r m  S o l a r  E n e r g y  Code, 1985 e d i t i o n ,  a d o p t e d  at

the 54 t h  A n n u a l  C o n f e r e n c e ,  S e p t e m b e r ,  1983, I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  

of P l u m b i n g  a n d  M e c h a n i c a l  O f f i c i a l s ,  chs. 1 - 9 a n d  a p p e n d i c e s ,  but 

e x c l u d i n g  P a r t  I, A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  p a g e s  3 - 9 ;  a n d

(3) the U n i f o r m  S w i m m i n g  Pool, S p a  a n d  H o t  T u b  Code, 1985

e dition, a d o p t e d  at the 5 4 t h  A n n u a l  C o n f e r e n c e , -  S e p t e m b e r ,  1983, 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  of P l u m b i n g  and M e c h a n i c a l  O f f i c i a l s ,  chs. 

1 - 5 ,  b u t  e x c l u d i n g  P a r t  I, A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  p a g e s  1 - 9 .

* Sec. 2. AS  1 8 . 6 0 . 7 0 5  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(b) T h e  1985 e d i t i o n  of the U n i f o r m  P l u m b i n g  C o d e  a d o p t e d  u n d e r

(a)(1) of this s e c t i o n  is a d o p t e d  w i t h  the f o l l o w i n g  c h a n g e s :

: "I" S C S  C S H B  6 3 (L&C)
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(1) on p a g e  37, c h a p t e r  4, D r a i n a g e  S y s t e m s ,  s e c t i o n  A 01,

M a t e r i a l s ,  s u b s e c t i o n  (a)', s u b - s u b s e c t i o n  (2), all m a t e r i a l  is ex-

3 e l u d e d  a n d  the f o l l o w i n g  l a n g u a g e  is ado p t e d :

4 "(2) A B S  o r  P V C  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  m a y  n o t  b e  u s e d  in a 

h o t e l  or  m o t e l  a n d  are l i m i t e d  to r e s i d e n t i a l  c o m b u s t i b l e

6 c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t w o  s t o r i e s  or  less

(2) on  p a g e  A 5, c h a p t e r  5, V e n t s  a n d  V e n t i n g ,  s e c t i o n  503,

M a t e r i a l s ,  s u b s e c t i o n  (a), s u b - s u b s e c t i o n  (2), a l l  m a t e r i a l  is e x­

c l u d e d  a n d  the f o l l o w i n g  l a n g u a g e  is ado p t e d :

"(2) A B S  o r  PVC i n s t a l l a t i o n s  m a y  n o t  b e  u s e d  in a 

h o t e l  o r  m o t e l  a n d  are l i m i t e d  to r e s i d e n t i a l  c o m b u s t i b l e  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  two s t o r i e s  or l e s s . "

(3) on p a g e  75, c h a p t e r  10, W a t e r  D i s t r i b u t i o n ,  s e c t i o n  

1004, M a t e r i a l s ,  s u b s e c t i o n  (a), the s e c o n d  a n d  t h i r d  s e n t e n c e s  are 

e x c l u d e d  and the f o l l o w i n g  l a n g u a g e  is a d opted:

" A s b e s t o s - c e m e n t , PE, or P V C  w a t e r  p i p e  t h a t  is m a n u f a c t u r e d  

to r e c o g n i z e d  s t a n d a r d s  m a y  be  u s e d  for c o l d  w a t e r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  

s y s t e m s  o u t s i d e  a b u i l d i n g .  C P V C  a n d  PB w a t e r  p i p e  and t u b i n g  

m a y  b e  u s e d  foijhot a n d  c o l d  w a t e r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  s y s t e m s  w i t h i n  a 

r e s i d e n t i a l  c o m b u s t i b l e  b u i l d i n g  of two s t o r i e s  o r  less o t h e r  

t h a n  a h o t e l  or m o t e l . "

* Sec. 3. A S  1 8 . 6 0 . 7 1 5  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(f) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  a n y  o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n  of law, CPVC, PVC, and

PB p l a s t i c  p i p e s  m a y  b e  u s e d  for fi r e  c o n t r o l  s p r i n k l e r  sys t e m s .  The 

d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  a p p r o v e  o t h e r  t y pes of  p l a s t i c  p i p e s  f o r  use in fire 

c o n t r o l  sprinkler" s y s t e m s .

* Sec. 4. A S  1 8 . 6 0 . 7 3 5  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 1 8 . 6 0 . 7 3 5 .  B O R O U G H  O R  C I T Y  R E G U L A T I O N .  A S  1 8 . 6 0 . 7 0 5  -

1 8 . 6 0 . 7 4 0  do n o t  a f f e c t  the a u t h o r i t y  of  a [ANY] m u n i c i p a l i t y  to 

SCS C S H B  6 3 ( L’tC) , -2-

7

8 

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20 

21 

22

23

24

25

26

27

28 

29



»

►

1

2

3
4
5
6

7

8

9
10

11

12

13
14
15
16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23
24
25

26

27
28

29

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT

e s t a b l i s h  [PRESC R I B E ]  b y  o r d i n a n c e ,  r u l e  or order, s t a n d a r d s  f o r  the 

m u n i c i p a l i t y 's [ T H E I R  R E S P E C T I V E ]  a r e a s  o f  j u r i s d i c t i o n  that are n o  

less s t r i n g e n t  t h a n  t h o s e  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  A S  18.60.705. T h i s  c h a p­

ter is n o t  i n t e n d e d  to d u p l i c a t e  o r  p r e e m p t  co d e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o r  

e n f o r c e m e n t  b y  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s .  A n  [ANY] o r g a n i z e d  m u n i c i p a l i t y  or 

u n o r g a n i z e d  v i l l a g e , w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  the m u n i c i p a l i t y  o r  v i l l a g e  is 

w i t h i n  an o r g a n i z e d  b o r o u g h ,  h a v i n g  a p o p u l a t i o n  of less th a n  5 , 000 

[2,500 P O P U L A T I O N ]  is e x e m p t  f r o m  A S  1 8 . 6 0 . 7 0 5  - 1 8 . 6 0 . 7 4 0  [THE P R O­

VI S I O N S  O F  T H I S  ACT].

* Sec. 5. A S  1 8 . 6 0 . 7 3 5  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(b) A  m u n i c i p a l i t y  t h a t  e s t a b l i s h e s  s t a n d a r d s  u n d e r  (a) o f  this 

s e c t i o n  is l i a b l e  to a p r o p e r t y  o w n e r  f o r  the cost of r e m o v i n g  p l u m b­

ing i n s t a l l e d  in c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  a m u n i c i p a l  s t a n d a r d  if the p l u m b i n g  

is h e l d  to v i o l a t e  a s t a t e  s t a n d a r d  a n d  f o r  the cost of r e p l a c i n g  the 

p l u m b i n g  w i t h  p l u m b i n g  t h a t  c o n f o r m s  to s t a t e  s t a n d a r d s ,  a n d  s h all 

h o l d  the s t a t e  h a r m l e s s  f r o m  l i a b i l i t y  f o r  a n y  d a m a g e s  a r i s i n g  f r o m  

the u s e  of the p l u m b i n g  m e t h o d s  or m a t e r i a l s  that c o n f o r m e d  to m u n i c i­

pal s t a n d a r d s  b u t  d i d  n o t  c o n f o r m  to s t a t e  sta n d a r d s .

* Sec. 6. A S  1 8 . 6 0 . 7 4 0 ( 1 )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(1) " c o d e "  m e a n s  the 1985 e d i t i o n s  of the U n i f o r m  P l u m b i n g  

Code, the U n i f o r m  S o l a r  E n e r g y  Code, a n d  the U n i f o r m  S w i m m i n g  Pool, 

Spa and H o t  T u b  C o d e  [ 1979 E D I T I O N ] ,  a d o p t e d  at the 5 4 th [49th] A n n u a l  

C o n f e r e n c e ,  S e p t e m b e r , 1983 [1978], I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  of

P l u m b i n g  a n d  M e c h a n i c a l  O f f i c i a l s , as m o d i f i e d  and a d o p t e d  in A S  18.- 

6 0 . 7 0 5 ;

* Sec. 7. N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  secs. 1, 2, a n d  6 of this Act, the i n s t a l l a­

tion of a p l a s t i c  pipe, m a d e  f r o m  a s u b s t a n c e  p e r m i t t e d  u n d e r  the o f f i c i a l  

s t a t e  p l u m b i n g  co d e  as a m e n d e d  by this Act, in a p l u m b i n g  or d r a i n a g e  

s y s t e m  b e f o r e  the e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of this A c t  m a y  n o t  be h e l d  to v i o l a t e  the

< -3- SCS C S H B  6 3 (L&C)
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o f f i c i a l  s t a t e  p l u m b i n g  code as a m e n d e d  b y  this Act.

* Sec. 8. T h i s  A c t  takes e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  01 

1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .
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(Alaska jila ie  ^legislature
S e n a t e

Committee on Cabor &  Commerce Pouch V 
S ta te  Capitol 

Juneau ,  Alaska 99811

C S H B  6 3 (L&C): S u m m a r y

T h i s  m e a s u r e  a d o p t s  a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  1 9 8 5  U n i f o r m  P l u m b i n g  
Code, as w e l l  as a d o p t i n g  t h e  U n i f o r m  S o l a r  E n e r g y  C o d e  a n d  
t h e  U n i f o r m  S w i m m i n g  Pool, Spa, a n d  H o t  T u b  C o d e  in t h e i r  
e n t i r e t y .

T h e  v e r s i o n  w h i c h  p a s s e d  t h e  H o u s e  p e r m i t s  t h e  u s e  o f  p l a s t i c  
p i p e  in l i m i t e d  a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  a n d  a l s o  " g r a n d f a t h e r s "  in t h o s e  
p r o j e c t s  w h i c h  h a d  u s e d  p l a s t i c  p i p e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  
d a t e  o f  t h i s  act.

U n d e r  t h e  H o u s e  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  b i ll, p l a s t i c  p i p e  is l i m i t e d  
t o  t y p e  V, n o n  rated, r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n .

BILL SUMMARY



Offered:2./14/86 
For Today's Calendar

Original sponsor: Rules/Governor,

BY THE LABOR A N D
HOUSE COMMERCE COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BIL L Nf. 63 (L&C)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FOUR T E E N T H  LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A BILL

entitled: "An Act relating to the plumbing code; and p r o viding

for an effective date."

ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

^ c t i o n  1. AS 18.60.705 is amended to read:

Sec. 18.60.705. PLUMBING CODE. The following publications are 

adopted [DEPARTMENT OF LABOR SHALL ADOPT,] as the official m i n i m u m  

lumbing code for the state^ [,]

(1) the Unif o r m Plumbing Code, 1935 [1979] edition, adopted

at the 54th [49TH] Annual Conference, September, 1983 [1978], Interna-

ional Association of Plumbing and M e chanical Officials, chs. 1 - 13

and appendices. Useful T a bles, and Installation Standards, but ex- 

luding Part I, Administration, pages la - 6a, and subject to AS 13.- 

60.710 - 18.60.740 and the changes specified in (b) of this section;

(2) the U n i fo r m  Solar Energy Code, 1985 edition, adopted at

the 54th Annual Conference. September. 1983, International A s s o ci a t i o n

f Plum H n g  and Mechanical Officials, chs. 1 - 9  and appendices, but 

e x c luding Part I. Administration, pages 3 - 9 ;  and

(3) the Unif o r m  Swimming Pool, Spa and Hot Tub Code, 1985 

edition, adopted at the 54th Annual Conference. September, 1983, 

I n t e r n a t ional As s o c i a ti o n  of JPlumbing and Mechanical Officials, chs. 

1 - 5 ,  but excluding Part I, A d m i n i s tration, pages 1 - 9 .

* Sec. 2. AS 18.60.705 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(b) The 1985 edition of the U n i fo r m  Plumbing Code adopted under

(a)(1) of this section is adopted wit h  the following changes:

■1- CSHB 6 3 (L & C )
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1 (1) on page 37, chapter 4, Dr a inage Systems, section 401,

2 Materials, subsection (a), sub-subsection (2), all material is ex-

3 eluded and the following language is adopted:

4 "(2) ABS or PVC installations are limited to

5 type (^N/residential construction."

6  / ' I / )  (2) on page 45, chapter 5, Vents and Venting, section 503,

7 / v T /  Materials, subsection (a), sub-subsection (2), all material is ex-

8  eluded and the following language is adopted:

9 "(2) ABS or PVC installations are limited to

10 type V N  residential construction."

11 (3) on page 75, chapter 10, W ater Distribution, section

12 1004, Materials, subsection (a), the second sentence is not adopted.

13 The third sentence of subsection (a) is excluded and the following

14 language is adopted:

15 "CPVC and PB w at e r  pipe and tubing may be used  for

16 hot and cold water d i s tr ibution systems within a type

17 VN residential building."

13 * Sec. 3. AS 18.60.740(1) is amended to-read,:

19 (1) "code" means the 1935 editions of the U n i f o r m  Plumbing

20 Code, the U n i f o rm  Solar Energy Code, and the Unif o r m  Swimming Pool,

21 Spa and Hot Tub Code [1979 EDITION], adopted at the 54th [49th] Annual

22 Conference, S e p t e m b e r . 1983 [1978], International A s s o c i at i o n  of

23 P l u m b i n g  a n d  M e c h a n i c a l  O f f i c i a l s , a s  m o d i f i e d  a n d  a d o p t e d  i n

24 AS 18.60.705;—— t>

25 * Sec. 4. Notwithstanding secs. 1 - 3 of this Act, the i n s t a llation of

26 a plastic pipe, made from a substance permitted under the code as amended

27 by this Act, in a plumbing or drainage system before the effective date of

28 this Act may not be held to violate the code as amended by this Act.

29 * Sec. 5. This Act takes effect .immediately in accordance w ith

CSHB 6 3 (L& C ) - 2 -
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Bill N o .  

Title

Committee Substitute for 
House Bill 63 (L&C)

"An Act relating to the Plumbing Code."

D a t e  February 11, 1986

Contact: Eileen Plate
465-2700 
Bob Bacolas 
465-4870

Committee Substitute for House Bill 63 provides for the modification and 
adoption of the 1985 Uniform Plumbing Code; and for adoption of the Uniform 
Solar Energy Code, and Uniform Swimming Pool, Spa and Hot Tub Code. The 1979 
Uniform Plumbing Code currently in effect in Alaska is outdated.

The International Association of Plumbing and Meci.anical Officials revises its
minimum standards for the installation of plumbing every three years to incor­
porate technological advances, and the 1985 edition is the most recent effort 
in this regard. The standards for the installation of solar energy and the
spa and hot tub standards have not previously been adopted in Alaska; the
minimum standards for swimming pools were formerly included in the Uniform 
Plumbing Code.

In response to a number of water quality, worker safety and fire safety 
questions that have been posed on the use of plastic pipe in drainage and 
water distribution systems, the Committee SuDstitute modifies several pro­
visions in the 1985 plumbing code to limit the use of plastic pipe in Alaska. 
As modified in this bill, Alaska's minimum plumbing standards on the use of 
plastic pipe would, therefore, be less restrictive than the 1979 code 
presently in effect and more restrictive than 1985 code per se. This appears 
to be a reasonable compromise on the issue.

The Department notes tiiat Section 4 of the Committee Substitute provides that 
plastic pipe which was installed in the state prior to the effective date of 
the bill need not comply with either the 1979 code or the 1985 code as modi­
fied in this bill. The Department's understanding is that this "grandfather" 
clause stems from confusion that was created when various local governments 
adopted the 1982 or 1985 Uniform Plumbing Codes, which permitted such instal­
lations of plastic pipe. While the Department does not object to such a 
"grandfather" clause, it should be noted that it may be perceived as 
inequitable by those persons whom the Department has required to comply with 
the 1979 code. In several instances the Department's enforcement action in 
this regard has necessitated the removal of plastic pipe and installation of 
permissible materials.

This bill also removes an anomalous provision that instructs the Department of 
Labor to adopt the specific publications that constitute the plumbing code. 
The current statute leaves no discretion in the department as to whether to 
adept or as to what to adopt. Thus the actions of the department in going



Committee Substitute for 
House Bill 63 (L&C)

- 2 - February 11, 1986

through the formal adoption procedures are unnecessary. Under the amendment 
in this bill, ±he statute will simply declare what constitutes the plumbing 
code. This is the aporoach already employed for the electrical code under 
AS 18.60.580.

Committee Substitute for House Bill 63 would not have a fiscal impact on the 
Department of Labor.

APPROVED:

Jim Robison, Commissioner 
Department of Labor



STATUTES FOR CSHB 63

A S 1 8 . 6 0 . 7 1 0  DOCUMENT
CHAPTER
SECTION
TITLE
HEADINGS

= 18.60 
= 18.60.710 
= 18
TITLE 18.
H ea lth and S a fe ty .
CHAPTER 60.
S a fe ty .
ARTICLE 8.
Plumbing Code.

CITATION Sec. 18.60 .710 .
CATCH LINE

DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT.
TEXT The department is  re spons ib le fo r the a dm in is tra t io n  o f the code.

The department may promulgate re g u la t io n s designed fo r maximum 
p ra c t ic a l im p lem en ta tion o f the code, and may g ra n t excep tions 
from s p e c if ic  code p ro v is io n s , where d is ta n ce o r o th e r fa c to rs  
make im p lem en ta tion im p ra c t ic a l. S p e c if ic  co n s id e ra t io n  s h a ll be 
g iven to o u t ly in g  v i l la g e s  and spa rse ly popu la ted areas to ensure 
th a t AS 18.60.705 18.60.740 w i l l  no t impose an undue f in a n c ia l 
burden. The department may by re g u la t io n  des igna te app ro p ria te 
in s p e c t io n  to a p u b lic  o r p r iv a te  u t i l i t y  company. A company so 
des igna ted may re fu se u t i l i t y  connections i f  an in s t a l la t io n  does 
no t meet the requ irem ents o f th is  code.

HISTORY (Sec. 1 ch 15 SLA 1972)

AS18.60.715 DOCUMENT
CHAPTER
SECTION
TITLE
HEADINGS

CITATION 
CATCH LINE

TEXT

= 18.60 
= 18.60.715 
= 18
TITLE 18.
H ea lth and S a fe ty .
CHAPTER 60.
S a fe ty .
ARTICLE 8.
Plumbing Code.
Sec. 18.60 .715.

ADMINISTRATION.
(a) The code a p p lie s to a l l  new c o n s tru c t io n , a l l  new work 

in  re lo ca te d b u ild in g s  and to any a l t e r a t io n , re p a irs  o r 
re c o n s tru c t io n  o f b u ild in g s except as prov ided o the rw ise under AS 
18.60.705 -  18.60 .740.

(b) The department may in spe c t work in s ta l le d , removed, 
c ^ re p la c e d  on any plumbing, gas o r dra inage p ip in g ,



plumbing f ix t u r e , w a te r hea te r o r w a te r t r e a t in g  equipment in  a 
b u ild in g  o r o th e r lo c a t io n . No pe rm it o r in s p e c t io n  is  re q u ire d 
fo r the fo llo w in g  work: the s to pp ing o f lea ks in  d ra in s , s o i l ,  
waste o r ven t p ip e s , the c le a r in g  o f stoppages in  o r re p a ir in g  o f 
leaks in  p ipe va lve s o r f ix t u r e s , re p a irs  o r a lte r a t io n s  no t o f a 
su b s ta n tiv e na tu re which can be reasonab ly exempted from 
in s p e c t io n .

(c ) Noth ing in  AS 18.60.705 -  18.60 .740 p ro h ib i t s  a person 
from perfo rm ing plumbing work on h is  own p ro p e r ty .

(d) The department may adopt re g u la t io n s e s ta b l is h in g  fees 
fo r in sp e c tio n s conducted under AS 18.60 .705 -  18 .60 .740 . Fees 
may be e s ta b lis h e d under th is  chap te r o n ly f o r  in s p e c tio n s 
requested by the owner o f a s t ru c tu re .

(e ) The department s h a l l m a in ta in a reco rd o f a l l  plumbing 
in s p e c tio n s performed by i t  and o f a l l  in s p e c t io n  fees and pe rm it 
fees c o lle c te d  by i t .

HISTORY (Sec. l ch 15 SLA 1972; am sec. 2 ch 88 SLA 1980)

AS18.60 .720 DOCUMENT 
CHAPTER = 18.60
SECTION = 18.60.720
TITLE = 18
HEADINGS TITLE 18.

H ea lth and Sa fe ty .
CHAPTER 60.
S a fe ty .
ARTICLE 8.
Plumbing Code.

CITATION Sec. 18.60 .720.
CATCH LINE

COST OF PERMITS.
TEXT (a) I f  the department by re g u la t io n  re q u ire s pe rm its fo r

p lumbing work, fees may no t exceed the fo l lo w in g :
(1) fo r is s u in g  each pe rm it ................. $2.00
(2) a pe rm it fo r  each

(A) p lumbing f ix t u r e  o r tra p  o r se t o f f ix t u r e s  on 
one tra p , in c lu d in g  w a te r, d ra inage p ip in g  and back flow 
p ro te c t io n  ................ 1.50

(B) b u i ld in g  sewer o r t r a i l e r  pa rk sewer 
.................5 .00

(C) d ra in  in  ra in w a te r s y s te m ................ 2 .00
(D) cesspoo l ................ 5 .00
(E) p r iv a te  sewage d is p o s a l system ................. 10.00
(F) w a te r hea te r and /o r ven t ................ 1 .50
(G) gas p ip in g  system o f one to f iv e  o u t le ts  

................. 1.50
(H) gas p ip in g  system o f s ix  or more o u t le t s , per 

o u t le t ................... 30
( I )  in d u s t r ia l waste p re tre a tm en t in te r c e p to r , 

in c lu d in g  i t s  tra p  and v e n t, bu t e xc lu d in g k itc h e n  type 
grease in te rc e p to rs  fu n c t io n in g  as f ix t u r e  tra p s 
 1.00



(J ) in s t a l l a t i o n , a lte r a t io n  o r re p a ir o f wa te r
p ip in g  o r w a te r t re a t in g  equipment ................. 1.50

(K) re p a ir o r a lte r a t io n  o f dra inage o r ven t
p ip in g  ................ 1.50

(L) lawn s p r in k le r system o r any one meter which
in c lu d e s back flow  p ro te c t io n  dev ices ................2.00
(3) f o r  vacuum b reake rs o r back flow p ro te c t iv e  dev ices 

on tan ks , v a ts , o r fo r in s t a l la t io n  on unp ro tec ted plumbing 
f ix tu r e s  in c lu d in g  necessary wa te r p ip in g

(A) one to  f iv e  . . . . . . . . 2 . 0 0  >.
(B) ove r f iv e , each ................... 30

(b) The department s h a l l keep a reco rd o f a l l  fees c o lle c te d  
and a l l  in s p e c tio n s perfo rm ed .

HISTORY (Sec. 1 ch 15 SLA 1972)

AS18.60 .725 DOCUMENT
CHAPTER
SECTION
TITLE
HEADINGS

= 18.60 
= 18.60.725 
= 18
TITLE 18.
H ea lth and S a fe ty .
CHAPTER 60.
S a fe ty .
ARTICLE 8.
Plumbing Code.

CITATION Sec. 18.60 .725 .
CATCH LINE

ENFORCEMENT OF COMPLIANCE.
TEXT (a) A department in s p e c to r s h a ll g ive w r i t te n  n o t ic e  to the

owner o f a co n s tru c te d prem ise o r the c o n tra c to r o f a prem ise 
under c o n s tru c t io n  o f each v io la t io n  o f the code. The n o tic e  o f 
v io la t io n  s h a l l a c c u ra te ly desc rib e the v io la t io n  and g ive 
s p e c if ic  re fe re n ce to the se c tio n  and paragraph o f the code. In 
a d d it io n , the n o t ic e  s h a l l p re s c r ib e the necessary changes so 
th a t the work w i l l  comply w ith  the code.

(b) In  case o f com p la in ts by a c o n tra c to r , b u i ld e r o r 
in s t a l l e r  cha rg ing a r b i t r a r y  a c tio n s o r incompetence on the p a r t 
o f an in s p e c to r , the commiss-'o n e r , a f t e r  re v iew in g w r i t te n  
p re s e n ta tio n  o f the d is p u te , may re q u ire  r e in f e c t i o n  by a new 
in s p e c to r who has no connec tion w ith  e ith e r d is p u ta n t .

HISTORY (Sec. 1 ch 15 SLA 1972)
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A S 1 8 . 6 0 . 7 3 0  DOCUMENT
CHAPTER
SECTION
TITLE
HEADINGS

CITATION 
CATCH LINE

TEXT

HISTORY

= 18.60 
= 18.60.730 
= 18
TITLE 18.
H ea lth and S a fe ty .
CHAPTER 60.
S a fe ty .
ARTICLE 8.
Plumbing Code.
Sec. 18 .60 .730 .

PENALTY FOR VIOLATIONS.
A person who v io la te s  a p ro v is io n  o f the code, and who, a f te r 
re c e iv in g  the n o t i f i c a t io n  req u ire d by AS 18.60 .725, re fuses to 
c o r re c t the v io la t io n , a f t e r  p ro o f o f the v io la t io n , is  su b je c t 
to a f in e  o f no t more than $1,000.
(Sec. 1 ch 15 SLA 1972)

AS18.60 .735 DOCUMENT
CHAPTER
SECTION
TITLE
HEADINGS

= 18.60 
= 18.60.735 
= 18
TITLE 18.
H ea lth and S a fe ty .
CHAPTER 60.
S a fe ty .
ARTICLE 8.
Plumbing Code.

CITATION Sec. 18 .60 .735 .
CATCH LINE

BOROUGH OR CITY REGULATION.
TEXT AS 18.60.705 -  18.60.740 do no t a f fe c t the a u th o r ity  o f any

m u n ic ip a l i ty  to p re sc r ib e by ord inance , ru le  o r o rd e r , standards 
fo r .“h e ir re s p e c tiv e  areas o f ju r i s d ic t io n  no le s s s tr in g e n t than 
those e s ta b lis h e d under AS 18.60 .705. Th is chap te r is  no t 
in tended to d u p lic a te  o r preempt code a dm in is tra t io n  o r 
enforcement by m u n ic ip a l i t ie s . Any organ ized m u n ic ip a l i ty  o r 
unorganized v i l la g e  hav ing le ss than 2,500 p op u la tio n is  exempt 
from the p ro v is io n s o f th is  A c t.

HISTORY (Sec. 1 ch 15 SLA 1972)



AS18.60.740 DOCUMENT 
CHAPTER = 18.60 
SECTION = 18.60.740 
TITLE = 18 
HEADINGS TITLE 18.

H ea lth and S a fe ty .
CHAPTER 60.
S a fe ty .
ARTICLE 8.
Plumbing Code.

CITATION Sec. 18.60 .740 .
CATCH LINE

DEFINITIONS.
TEXT In  AS 18.60.705 -  18.60.740

(1) "code" means the Un ifo rm Plumbing Code, 1979 
e d i t io n , adopted a t the 49 th Annual Conference, September 
1978, In te rn a t io n a l A s so c ia t io n o f Plumbing and Mechanical 
O f f ic ia ls ;

(2 ) "comm iss ioner" means the comm issioner o f la b o r;
(3) "depa rtm en t" means the Department o f Labor;
(4) " in s p e c to r " means a q u a l i f ie d  in s p e c to r employed 

by, des igna ted by, o r under c o n tra c t to the Department o f 
Labor.

HISTORY (Sec. 1 ch 15 SLA 1972; am sec. 3 ch 88 SLA 1980)
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C S H B  6 3

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  
F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E

M E M B E R S  O F  T H E  S E N A T E  L A B O R  A N D  C O M M E R C E  C O M M I T T E E ,

T h e  t h r e e  A l a s k a  C h a p t e r s  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  B u i l d i n g  
O f f i c i a l s  u r g e  y o u  t o  a d o p t  t h e  1 9 8 5  U n i f o r m  P l u m b i n g  C o d e  u n a m e n d e d .  
T h i s  p o s i t i o n  w a s  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  f i r e  s a f e t y  
p e r s o n n e l  w h o  t e s t i f i e d  a t  t h e  H o u s e  L a b o r  a n d  c o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  
t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  h e a r i n g s  h e l d  o n  M a r c h  2 1 ,  1 9 8 5 .

O u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i s  c o m p r i s e d  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o d e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  f r o m  
a l l  r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  S t a t e .  W e  r e p r e s e n t  F e d e r a l ,  S t a t e  a n d  M u n i c i p a l  
g o v e r n m e n t a l  a g e n c i e s .  D u t i e s  o f  o u r  m e m b e r s  i n c l u d e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
o f  f i r e  a n d  l i f e  s a f e t y  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  P l u m b i n g ,  B u i l d ­
i n g ,  E l e c t r i c a l  a n d  M e c h a n i c a l  C o d e s  i n  A l a s k a .

T h e  1 9 7 9  P l u m b i n g  C o d e  i s  o u t d a t e d  a n d  d o e s  n o t  r e f l e c t  c u r r e n t  c h a n g ­
e s  i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  t e c h n o l o g i e s .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  n a t i o n a l  c o n s e n s u s ,  
o r  m o d e l ,  c o d e s  s h o u l d  b e  a d o p t e d  w i t h  a  m i n i m u m  o f  c h a n g e s  t o  p r o m o t e  
u n i f o r m i t y  i n  c o m m e r c e .  T h e r e  a r e  n o  c o n d i t i o n s  u n i q u e  t o  a l a s k a  
w h i c h  w o u l d  j u s t i f y  a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  a m e n d m e n t s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  C S H B  6 3 .

T h e  l a n g u a g e  p r o p o s e d  i n  t h e  s u b s t i t u t e  b i l l  i s  n o t  c l e a r ,  u n d e r s t a n d ­
a b l e  o r  e f f e c t i v e .  T h e  t e r m  " V N "  a s  u s e d  i n  t h e  a m e n d m e n t s  i s  n o t  
d e f i n e d  i n  t h e  P l u m b i n g  C o d e .  I n  S e c t i o n  F o u r ,  t h e  " g r a n d f a t h e r "  
c l a u s e  w i l l  n o t  s o l v e  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  i n c o n s i s t e n t  r e g u l a t i o n s  w i t h i n  
t h e  S t a t e .  E a c h  m a j o r  c i t y  i n  A l a s k a  h a s  a l r e a d y ,  o r  i s  c u r r e n t l y  
a d o p t i n g  t h e  1 9 8 5  P l u m b i n g  C o d e  w i t h o u t  t h e s e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  t h e  u s e  
o f  p l a s t i c  p i p e .

W e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  b e i n g  o f  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i n  a l l  
f u t u r e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o d e - r e l a t e d  m a t t e r s .

R e s p e c t f u l l y ,

S t e p h e n  0 .  S h o w s ,  S e c r e t a r y  
A l a s k a  S o u t h e a s t  I C B O  C h a p t e r
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A p r i l  1 ,  1 9 8 6

S e n a t o r  F r e d  Z h a r o f f ,  C h a i r m a n  
S e n a t e  L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  
P . O .  B o x  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

H o n o r a b l e  S e n a t o r  Z h a r o f f ,

T h e r e  i s  m u c h  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  U n i f o r m  
P l u m b i n g  C o d e .  S u p p o r t  f o r  a d o p t i o n  i s  s t a t e w i d e  a m o n g s t  v i r t u a l l y  
a l l  B u i l d i n g  a n d  C o d e  O f f i c i a l s ,  A r c h i t e c t s ,  E n g i n e e r s ,  a n d  o t h e r s  i n  
t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n d u s t r y .

A l a s k a  i s  f a c e d  w i t h  t w o  m a j o r  p r o b l e m s .  F i r s t  i s  u n i f o r m i t y  
b e t w e e n  j u r i s d i c t i o n s .  C o d e  s t a n d a r d s  i n  o n e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  i s  n o t  
u s u a l l y  t h e  s a m e  a s  i n  t h e  n e x t .  M a n y  t i m e s  S t a t e  I n s p e c t o r s  a r e  
e n f o r c i n g  o l d e r ,  " o u t - o f - s y n c "  c o d e s  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
w i t h i n  w h i c h  t h e  p r o j e c t  i s  l o c a t e d .

S e c o n d l y ,  c o d e  p r o v i s i o n s  a r e  m a d e  w i t h  a d v a n c i n g  t e c h n o l o g i e s  i n  
m i n d .  T h e  c o d e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  a d o p t i o n  p r o c e s s  a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l  
i s  d o n e  b y  e x p e r t s  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  B y  m a i n t a i n i n g  o r  a d o p t i n g  o l d e r  
c o d e  e d i t i o n s  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  i s  p r e c l u d i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i n  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  f i e l d  f r o m  t a k i n g  f u l l  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  m o s t  a d v a n c e d ,  
c o s t  e f f e c t i v e  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  t e c h n i q u e s  k n o w n .  T h i s  h a s  s e r i o u s  
a f f e c t s  o n  a l l  A l a s k a n s  i n  t e r m s  o f  f i n a n c e s  a n d  l i f e  s a f e t y .

F o r  t h e s e  r e a s o n s  t h e  A l a s k a  S o u t h e a s t  C h a p t e r  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  B u i l d i n g  O f f i c i a l s  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t s  a d o p t i o n  o f  
t h e  u n a m e n d e d  1 9 8 5  P l u m b i n g  C o d e .



POST OFFICE BOX 304 • CORDOVA, ALASKA 99574 . TEL. (907) 424-7475

Mr. Steve Shows 
155 S. Seward 
Juneau, A laska 99801
Dear Mr. Shows:
There seems to  be some question as to the stand the F ire Service takes 
on the use o f p lastic pipe fo r  plumbing in certain occupancies. The question 
arises around the adoption o f the new Uniform  Plumbing Code without 
the amendments previously inserted restricting some usage.
The State F ire  Marshal's O ffic e  no longer fee ls that those amendments 
are required since data has not indicated that p lastic pipe has in fa c t 
contributed at a ll to  loss o f li fe  o r increased fire  spread where it has 
been used.

1 believe that it's use is not a c ritic a l f ire  and li fe  sa fe ty  m atter and 
consequently the Plumbing Code should be adopted as it. Local jurisdictions 
w ill s ti ll have the option o being more restric tive when they adopt it 
if they are s t i ll doubtfu l about the m atter.

March 28, 1986

Sincerely,

Dqv/ey Whetsell 
President



A L A S K A  1 9 8 4  F I R E  L O S S  A N A L Y S I S

T H I S  I S  A N  A N A L Y S I S  O F  T H E  F I R E  L O S S  I N  A L A S K A  F O R  1 9 8 4  L I S T E D  B Y  T Y P E  O F  P R O P E R T Y .  S P E C I A L  
P R O P E R T Y  I N C L U D E S  W I L D L A N D  F I R E S  W H I C H  C O N T R I B U T E  T O  T H E  L A R G E  N U M B E R  O F  R E P O R T E D  I N C I D E N T S  
P L E A S E  N O T E  T H E  N U M B E R  O F  I N C I D E N T S ,  I N J U R I E S ,  D E A T H S ,  A N D  T H E  A M O U N T  O F  P R O P E R T Y  L O S S  I N  
R E S I D E N T I A L  P R O P E R T I E S .

F I X E D  P R O P E R T Y  U S E
S  O F  

I N C I D E N T S
% O F  
T O T A L I N J U R I E S D E A T H S $  L O S S  

$  3 0 0

% O F  
T O T A

U n c l a s s i f i e d 1

P u b l i c  A s s e m b l y 8 7 2 . 3 6 2 , 0 7 7 , 8 3 8 6 . 0

E d u c a t i o n a l 4 8 1 . 3 2 5 , 2 0 1 , 5 0 0 1 5 . 1

I n s t i t u t i o n a l 2 1 . 5 1 4 , 7 6 5

R e s i d e n t i a l 1 , 2 9 6 3 5 . 2 6 0 3 2 1 6 , 4 7 9 , 4 1 1 4 7 . 8

S t o r e / O f f i c e 1 1 1 3 . 0 5 1 2 , 5 7 2 , 6 9 5 7 . 5

I n d u s t r i a l 6 1 1 . 6 . 1 5 6 , 4 6 5 . 5

M a n u f a c t u r i n g 2 4 . 6 2 , 0 0 0 , 8 2 6 5 . 8

S t o r a g e 1 2 2 3 . 3 7 1 3 , 2 5 3 , 4 4 0 9 . 4

S p e c i a l 1 , 9 0 8 5 1 . 8 1 8 1 2 , 7 1 9 , 8 2 3 7 . 9

T O T A L 3 , 6 7 9 9 9 3 5 $ 3 4 , 4 6 7 , 0 6 3

#• - *• * ’
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2H M a r c h  1 9 8 6

M r .  S t e v e  S h o w s
C i t y  &  B o r o u g h  o f  J u n e a u  B u i l d i n g  D e p a r t m e n t  
1 5 5  S o u t h  F r a n k l i n  S t r e e t  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

D e a r  S t e v e ;

P e r  o u r  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h i s  p a s t  w e e k  r e g a r d i n g  
l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t i o n  o n  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  1 9 8 5  U n i f o r m  
P l u m b i n g  C o d e .

T h i s  i s  t o  i n f o r m  y o u  t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  
H o m e b u i l d e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s ,  a t  t h e i r  
M a r c h  1 8  b o a r d  m e e t i n g ,  p a s s e d  a  m o t i o n  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  
p a s s a g e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  a d o p t  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  1 9 8 5  
U P C  w i t h o u t  a d m e n d m e n t s .

I f  w e  c a n  b e  o f  f u r t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  
p l e a s e  a d v i s e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

P r e s t o n  B u r n e t t ,  P r e s i d e n t
A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o m e b u i l d e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n

c c :  C l a r k  G r u e n i n g
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T H E  A M E R IC A N  IN S T IT U T E  O F  A R C H IT E C T S

M a r c h  2 8 ,  1 9 8 6  

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a
S e n a t e  L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e

D e a r  S e n a t o r s ,

W e  u r g e  y o u  t o  s u p p o r t  a n  u n a m e n d e d  a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  1 9 8 5  
U n i f o r m  P l u m b i n g  C o d e .

A r c h i t e c t s  i n  A l a s k a  h a v e  l o n g  b e e n  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  u n i f o r m i t y  
o f  t h e  c o d e s  i n  t h e  s i m p l e s t  f o r m  p o s s i b l e .  O u r  p r o f e s s i o n  
h a s  a l s o  s u p p o r t e d  b u i l d i n g  s a f e t y  a s  a  f u n d a m e n t a l  e l e m e n t  
o f  a l l  t y p e s  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  T h e  A m e r i c a n  I n s t i t u t e  o f  
A r c h i t e c t s  h a s  l e d  t h e  w a y ,  n a t i o n w i d e ,  i n  b o t h  o f  t h e s e  a r e a s .

C S  H B  6 3  c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  c u r r e n t  c o n t e m p o r a r y  d i r e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  
c o d e  i n d u s t r y .  S p e c i f i c  a m e n d m e n t s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  u s e  o f  
p l a s t i c  p i p e  a r e  n o t  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  a d o p t i o n  o n  a  s t a t e  l e v e l .  
T h e y  d o  n o t  r e p r e s e n t  u n i q u e  A l a s k a n  c o n d i t i o n s .  T h e y  c o n f u s e  
t h e  d e s i g n  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d  c r e a t e  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  
c o d e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  r e s t r i c t i n g  t h e  u s e  o f  p l a s t i c  p i p e  w i l l  
a d d  u n n e c e s s a r y  c o s t s  t o  a  p r o j e c t  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  p a s s e d  o n  t o  
t h e  c o n s u m e r  i n  a n  u n p r o d u c t i v e  w a y .

P l e a s e  g i v e  c a r e f u l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  b i l l .  W e  w o u l d  b e  p l e a s e d  
t o  d i s c u s s  i t  i n  g r e a t e r  d e p t h  a t  y o u r  c o n v e n i e n c e .

R e s p e c t f u l l y ,

C a t h e r i n e  F r i t z ,  C h a i r
A K  C h a p t e r  A I A  C o d e s  a n d  S t a n d a r d s  C o m m i t t e e

PLEASE REPLY TO: C a t h e r i n e  F r i t z ,  5 8 6 - 5 2 3 1
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B/il SHEFFIELD, GOVERNOR

DEPT. OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION
D I V I S I O N  O F  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  Q U A L I T Y  
P . O .  B O X  0 ,  J U N E A U ,  A L A S K A  9 9 8 1 1 - 1 8 0 0

Telephonc:(907)
Address:

( 9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 2 6 5 3

A p r i l  2 ,  1 9 8 6

M r .  S t e v e  S h o w s
I C B O  -  S o u t h e a s t  C h a p t e r
c / o  C i t y  a n d  B o r o u g h  o f  J u n e a u  E n g i n e e r i n g  D e p t .
1 5 5  S o u t h  S e w a r d  S t r e e t  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

D e a r  M r .  S h o w s :

T h i s  i s  a  r e p l y  t o  y o u r  i n q u i r y  o f  A p r i l  1 ,  1 9 8 6  r e g a r d i n g  o u r  o p i n i o n  o f  
t h e  e f f e c t  o n  p o t a b l e  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  o f  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  p i p e  m a t e r i a l s .

A t  a n  e a r l i e r  d a t e  we h a d  p r o v i d e d  a  s t a t e m e n t  t o  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P e t e r  G o l l  
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p o s s i b l e  c o n d i t i o n s  u n d e r  w h i c h  w a t e r  b e i n g  c a r r i e d  b y  p l a s t i c  
p i p e  c o u l d  p i c k  u p  o r g a n i c  c o n t a m i n a n t s .  T h a t  s a m e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  h e r e i n  
p r o v i d e d  t o  y o u  a s  f o l l o w s :

Permeation of organic compounds through p l a s t i c  pipe walls:

B o t h  l a b o r a t o r y  s t u d i e s  a n d  a c t u a l  f i e l d  i n c i d e n t s  h a v e  s h o w n  t h a t  p a s ­
s a g e  o f  o r g a n i c  c o n t a m i n a n t s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  s o i l  o r  g r o u n d w a t e r  i n t o  p l a s t i c  
p i p e  a n d  t h e  w a t e r  t h a t  i t  c a r r i e s  i s  p o s s i b l e ,  a n d  i n d e e d  h a s  o c c u r r e d  
i n  m u n i c i p a l  w a t e r  s y s t e m s .  S t u d i e s  h a v e  s h o w n  t h a t  t h i s  m o d e  o f  c o n t a m ­
i n a t i o n  i s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  a l l  c o m m o n  v a r i e t i e s  o f  p l a s t i c  w a t e r  p i p e .

L e a c h i n g  o f  o r g a n i c  c o m p o u n d s  f r o m  u n c o n t a m i n a t e d  p l a s t i c  p i p e  o r  p i p e  
g l u e  m a t e r i a l s :

E x i s t e n c e  o f  o r g a n i c  c o n t a m i n a n t s  i n  p o t a b l e  w a t e r  c a r r i e d  b y  n o n ­
c o n t a m i n a t e d  p l a s t i c  p i p e  h a s  b e e n  s h o w n  t o  o c c u r  i n  l a b o r a t o r y  
s t u d i e s .  T h e  o r i g i n  o f  t h e s e  c o m p o u n d s  h a s  b e e n  t r a c e d  t o  t h e  
a c t u a l  p i p e  i t s e l f  a n d  t o  t h e  s o l v e n t s  u s e d  t o  c e m e n t  s e c t i o n s  o f  
p i p e  t o g e t h e r .  I t  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  a  p h e n o m e n o n  c o m m o n  t o  a l l  t y p e s  o f  
p l a s t i c  p i p e .

T h e  h i g h e s t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  o f  c o n t a m i n a n t s  a r e  u s u a l l y  f o u n d  w i t h i n  
t h e  f i r s t  t w o  w e e k s  f o l l o w i n g  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  t h e  p i p e ,  w i t h  c o n c e n ­
t r a t i o n s  d e c r e a s i n g  t o  b e l o w  d e t e c t a b l e  l e v e l s  a f t e r  t h i s  p e r i o d .
H o w e v e r ,  u s e  o f  h i g h e r  t h a n  a v e r a g e  a m o u n t s  o f  p l a s t i c  p i p e  c e m e n t  
h a s  b e e n  s h o w n  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  l e v e l s  a n d  p e r s i s t e n c e  o f  t h e s e  c o n ­
t a m i n a n t s  i n  t h e  w a t e r  c a r r i e d .
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A d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  o t h e r  t y p e s  o f  p i p e :

M e t a l  p i p e  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  i m p l i c a t e d  a s  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  i n o r g a n i c  c o n t a m i n a n t s  
i n  d r i n k i n g  w a t e r ,  p r i m a r i l y  a s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  c o r r o s i o n  o f  p i p e  o r  j o i n t  
m a t e r i a l .

S e v e r a l  n a t i o n w i d e  s t u d i e s  h a v e  s h o w n  t h a t  c o r r o s i o n  o f  m e t a l  p i p e  c a n  s u p p l y  
s o m e t i m e s  s i g n i f i c a n t  l e v e l s  o f  c o n t a m i n a n t s  t o  t h e  d r i n k i n g  w a t e r  i t  c a r r i e s ,  
m o s t  n o t a b l y  c o p p e r ,  l e a d ,  z i n c  a n d  i r o n .  W a t e r  s y s t e m s  w i t h  h i g h  q u a l i t y ,  
a n d  t h e r e f o r e  c h e m i c a l l y  a g g r e s s i v e  w a t e r s ,  h a v e  b e e n  k n o w n  t o  c a u s e  s i g n i f i ­
c a n t  c o r r o s i o n  o f  m e t a l  c o m p o n e n t s  o f  t h e  s y s t e m .  T h e  S e a t t l e  w a t e r  s y s t e m  
i s  o n e  s u c h  e x a m p l e .

I n  A l a s k a  we h a v e  h a d  s e v e r a l  i n c i d e n t s  o f  a g g r e s s i v e  s o u r c e  w a t e r  d i s s o l v i n g  
l e a d  f r o m  t h e  t i n - l e a d  s o l d e r  i n  c o p p e r  p i p e  j o i n t s  t o  t h e  p o i n t  w h e r e  s t a t e  
s t a n d a r d s  w e r e  e x c e e d e d  f o r  l e a d  i n  d r i n k i n g  w a t e r .  T h e  a t t a c h e d  a r t i c l e  
d e s c r i b e s  t h i s  c o n d i t i o n  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s  o f  S t .  M i c h a e l ,  B i r c h  C r e e k ,
G a m b e l l  a n d  S h i s m a r e f .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h i s  p r o b l e m  w a s  e x t e n s i v e l y  
i n v e s t i g a t e d  b y  t h e  N o r t h  S l o p e  B o r o u g h  f o r  e i g h t  w a t e r  s y s t e m s  w i t h i n  
t h e  b o r o u g h ,  w i t h  s t a t e  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  l e a d  b e i n g  e x c e e d e d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s  
o f  P o i n t  L a y ,  N u i q s u t  a n d  B a r r o w .

I t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  m o s t  f e a s i b l e  m e t h o d  r e c o m m e n d e d  f o r  
m i t i g a t i n g  t h e  l e a d  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  p r o b l e m  i n  t h e  N o r t h  S l o p e  w a t e r  s y s t e m s  
w a s  t o  c o m p l e t e l y  r e p l a c e  a l l  o f  t h e  p i p e  j o i n t s  ( c o p y  o f  s t u d y  a t t a c h e d ) .

A s b e s t o s - c e m e n t  p i p e  i s  a l s o  s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  c o r r o s i o n  b y  c h e m i c a l l y  
a g g r e s s i v e  w a t e r s ,  l i b e r a t i n g  a s b e s t o s  f i b e r s  i n t o  t h e  w a t e r  i n  t h e  
p r o c e s s .  H o w e v e r ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  U . S .  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P r o t e c t i o n  
A g e n c y  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  h e a l t h  e f f e c t s  o f  i n g e s t e d  a s b e s t o s  i s  i n c o n c l u s i v e  
a t  t h i s  t i m e .

A s  y o u  c a n  s e e ,  t h e r e  a r e  d r a w b a c k s  t o  t h e  u s e  o f  a l m o s t  a n y  k i n d  o f  p i p e ,  
g i v e n  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s .  H o w e v e i  ,  a t  t h i s  t i m e  we f e e l  we 
h a v e  i n s u f f i c i e n t  e v i d e n c e  t o  l i m i t  t h e  u s e  o f  a n y  t y p e  o f  p i p e  d u e  t o  
c o n c e r n  o f  h e a l t h  e f f e c t s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  p i p e .

R i c h a r d  M .  F a r n e l l ,  C o o r d i n a t o r  
D r i n k i n g  W a t e r  P r o g r a m

E n c l o s u r e s
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S e n .  F r e d  Z h a r o f f ,  C h a i r m a n  
S e n a t e  L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

R E F :  H B  6 3  -  A d o p t i o n  o f  1 9 8 5  E d i t i o n  o f  P l u m b i n g  C o d e  

D e a r  S e n .  Z h a r o f f :

T h e  N a t i o n a l  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  I n d e p e n d e n t  B u s i n e s s  i s  a  n a t i o n a l
o r g a n i z a t i o n  w h o s e  p r i m a r y  f u n c t i o n  i s  t o  r e p r e s e n t  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s  
i n t e r e s t s  i n  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s  a n d  C o n g r e s s .  I n  A l a s k a ,  N F I B  h a s  i n  
e x c e s s  o f  4 , 1 0 0  m e m b e r s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a  b r o a d  c r o s s  s e c t i o n  o f  a l l  
t y p e s  o f  b u s i n e s s e s .  O u r  m e m b e r s  a r e  v e r y  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  
e x i s t i n g  s i t u a t i o n  i n  A l a s k a  w h e r e  t h e  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  P l u m b i n g  C o d e  
a d o p t e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  i s  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  b e h i n d  t h e  t i m e s  a n d  i s  
r e s u l t i n g  i n  g r e a t  c o n f u s i o n  a n d  m u c h  h i g h e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o s t s  f o r  
a n y  t y p e  o f  c o m m e r c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .

T h e  c o n f u s i o n  r e s u l t s  b e c a u s e  t h e  s t a t e  a d o p t e d  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e
P l u m b i n g  C o d e  i s  t h e  1 9 7 9  E d i t i o n  w h i l e  a l l  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  w h o  h a v e  a  
p l u m b i n g  c o d e  h a v e  a d o p t e d  e i t h e r  t h e  1 9 8 2  o r  t h e  1 9 8 5  e d i t i o n s .
S i n c e  t h e r e  a r e  m a n y  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  1 9 7 9  e d i t i o n  a n d  b o t h  
l a t e r  e d i t i o n s ,  a n y o n e  p u t t i n g  u p  a  s t r u c t u r e  m u s t  m a k e  s u r e  t h a t  
t h e i r  s t r u c t u r e  c o m p l i e s  w i t h  e d i t i o n  a d o p t e d  b y  t h e i r  l o c a l  
m u n i c i p a l i t y  e x c e p t  w h e n  t h e  1 9 7 9  c o d e  d i f f e r s .  S i n c e  t h e  S t a t e  
a d o p t e d  c o d e  c o n t r o l s  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  a d o p t e d  b y  s t a t u t e ,  t h e  b u i l d e r  
m u s t  m o d i f y  t h e i r  b u i l d i n g  t o  c o n f o r m  t o  t h e  1 9 7 9  v e r s i o n .

T n e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  t h e  1 9 7 9  c o d e  w h i c h  w a s  m o d i f i e d  i n  b o t h  t h e  1 9 8 2
a n d  1 9 8 5  e d i t i o n s  a n d  w h i c h  i m p a c t s  c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g s  t h e  m o s t ,  i s  
t h e  o n e  w h i c h  m a n d a t e s  c a s t  i r o n  s e w e r  p i p e  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  s p e c i f i e d  
p l a s t i c  p i p e  p e r m i t t e d  b y  t h e  l a t e r  e d i t i o n s .  T h i s  p r o v i s i o n  a l o n e  
r e s u l t s  i n  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  s e w e r  s y s t e m  b e i n g  t w o  t o  t h r e e  t i m e s  m o r e
c o s t l y  t h a n  t h e  p l a s t i c  p i p e  a p p r o v e d  i n  t h e  l a t e r  e d i t i o n s .

T h e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  f u r t h e r  c o m p o u n d e d  b y  t h e  f a c t  t h a L  e v e n  t h o u g h
c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  l e s s  t h a n  2 , 5 0 0  i n  p o p u l a t i o n  a r e  e x e m p t e d  f r o m  h a v i n g  
t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  a d o p t e d  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  p l u m b i n g  c o d e ,  t h e  
f i r e  m a r s h a l l  a n d  D e p t .  o f  L a b o r  i n s p e c t o r s  i n  s o m e  c a s e s  a r e  
r e q u i r i n g  t h e m  t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  i t .  I n  a  r e c e n t  s t a t e  w i d e  p o l l ,  o u r  
m e m b e r s  v o t e d  i n  f a v o r  o f  h a v i n g  a  u n i f o r m  c o d e  s t a t e w i d e  b y  a  m a r g i n
o f  6 4 %  i n  f a v o r  w i t h  2 4 %  o p p o s e d  a n d  1 2 %  u n d e c i d e d .

NFIB/ALASKA 
Legislative Office 
P.O. Box 210194 
Auke Bav, A K  99821 
907/586-4100
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W e  u r g e  t h e  S e n a t e  L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  t o  t a k e  q u i c k  a c t i o n  
o n  H B  6 3  a n d  a m e n d  i t  s o  t h a t  t h e  1 9 8 5  P l u m b i n g  C o d e  i s  a d o p t e d  
w i t h o u t  t h e  e x c e p t i o n s  i n s e r t e d  b y  t h e  H o u s e .  W e  n e e d  a  c o n s i s t e n t  
c o d e  s t a t e w i d e ,  n o t  m o r e  c o n f u s i o n  a n d  h a s s l e s .  Y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  
t h i s  i s s u e  w i l l  b e  a p p r e c i a t e d  v e r y  m u c h .



• CAMERON 
PLUMBING & HEATING

P. 0 . Box 2720  
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99803

Phone 789-2896

t o  P a n - C a l l a h a n _________________

d b a  W e s t w i n d  C o n s t r u c t i o n

JOB ESTIMATE
P H O N E 1 DATE

4 - 2 - 8 6
J O B  NAME / L OCATI ON

C o v e n t r y T o w n  H o m e s

4 0 - U n i t  ( 4 - 1 0  p l e x e s )

OB DESCRIPTION:

P e r  p l a n s  a n d  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s ,  P l u m b i n g  a n d  t o  i n c l u d e  2  a n d  1 / 2  b a t h  r o o m s  

e a c h  u n i t .

U s i n g  t h e  1 9 7 9  U P C  p l u m b i n g  c o d e ,  A B S  p l a s t i c  d r a i n a g e  t o  b e  u s e d  $ 9 5 , 7 0 0 . 0 0  

U s i n g  t h e  1 9 8 5  U P C  p l u m b i n g  c o d e ,  C a s t  i r o n  p i p e  w o u l d  b e  u s e d ,  a d d  $ 4 5 , 0 0 0 . 0 (

E X C L U S I O N S :  H E A T ,  c a u l k i n g  a r o u n d  t u b ,  s e w e r  l i n e ,  w a t e r  l i n e s ,  w e l l ,
b a t h r o o m  a c c e s s o r i e s ,  p e r m i t  f e e s ,  e l e c t r i c a l ,  e x c a v a t i o n ,  i n s u l a t i o n  o f  
w a t e r  l i n e s .  W a t e r  &  s e w e r  t o  t e r m i n a t e  5 i  o u t s i d e  b u i l d i n g s .

P L E A S E  E X A M I N E  T H I S  E S T I M A T E  C A R E F U L L Y .  I F  W E  H A V E  F A I L E D  T O  L I S T  A N Y  I T E M S  
T H A T  Y O U  W A N T E D  I N C L U D E D ,  P L E A S E  C A L L  U S  I M M E D I A T E L Y  A S  T H I S  E S T I M A T E  I N C L U D E S  
O N L Y  M A T E R I A L S  A N D  L A B O R  A S  S H O W N  A B O V E .

E S T I M A T E  i s  g o o d  f o r  3 0  d a y s  o n l y ,  u n t i l  s i g n e d .

3 ESTIMATE IS FOR COMPLETING THE JOB AS DESCRIBED 
WE. IT IS BASED ON OUR EVALUATION AND DOES NOT IN- 
’’’E MATERIAL PRICE INCREASES OR ADDITIONAL LABOR AND 
cRIALS WHICH MAY BE REQUIRED SHOULD UNFORESEEN 

JBLEM S OR ADVERSE WEATHER CONDITIONS ARISE AFTER 
= WORK HAS STARTED.

job c o s t * see above

ESTIMATED
r



A l a s k a  P l u m b i n g

3600 Spartan Street • Juneau, Alaska 99801 Commercial • Residential • Marine
(907) 709-3600 Hydronic Heating • Solar
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V a l l e y  B a k e r y  
B o x  9
T o k ,  A k .  9 9 7 8 0

M a r c h  1 9 ,  1 9 8 6

T h e  N F I B  h a s  b r o u g h t  t o  m y  a t t e n t i o n  H B  6 3 ,  A d o p t i o n  o f  
1 9 8 5  P l u m b i n g  C o d e .  I  s t r o n g l y  e n c o u r a g e  ) o u  t o  a d o p t  i t .

_ n  1 9 8 3  I  s t a r t e d  a b a k e r y  i n  T o k .  A s  t h e r e  w e r e  u n s u i t ­
a b l e  b u i l d i n g s  t o  o c c u p y ,  I  w a s  a b l e  t o  s e c u r e  a  l o a n  t o  b u i l d  m y  
o w n .  I  t r i e d  t o  d o  e v e r y t h i n g  a s  a c c u r a t e l y  a n J  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  a s  
p o s s i b l e .  H o w e v e r ,  I  d i d  n o t  c o n t a c t  t h e  F i r e  M a r s h a l l ' s  o f f i c e .

W h i l e  i n  F a i r b a n k s  I  s o u g h t  a d v i c e  c o n c e r n i n g  v e n t i n g  m y  o v e n  
a t  t h e  P e t r o l a n e  o f f i c e .  T h e  o w n e r  s u g g e s t e d  I  c o n t a c t  t h e  F i r e  
M a r s h a l l ' s  o f f i c e ,  w h i c h  I  d i d .  W h e n  I  l e f t  h i s  o f f i c e ,  I  w a s  c o m p l e t e  
d e f l a t e d .  I  n o t  o n l y  p a i d  $ 1 3 7 . 0 0  f o r  a  p l a n  r e v i e w ,  I  a l s o  h a d  
t o  s u b m i t  r e q u e s t s  f o r  w a i v e r s - - t h e y  w e r e  p r o m p t l y  d e n i e d .

P r e s e n t l y ,  t h e  F i r e  M a r s h a l l ' s  o f f i c e  s t i l l  w a n t s  m e  t o  
t e a r  o p e n  m y  w a l l s  a n d  r e p l a c e  p l a s i c  p i p e  w i t h  n o n - b u r n a b l e  m a t e r ­
i a l s .  I  d o  n o t  t h i n k  t h i s  i s  r e a s o n a b l e ,  j u s t i f i a b l e  o r  w a r r a n t e d .
F o r  9  m o n t h s  o f  t h e  y e a r  I  a m  o p e n  o n l y  3  d a y s  a  w e e k  w h i c h  s a t i s ­
f i e s  t h e  l o c a l  d e m a n d  f o r  o u r  p r o d u c t s .  K n o w i n g  t h i s ,  y o u  c a n  
i m a g i n e  t h e  b u d g e t a r y  r e s t r a i n t s  w e  h a v e .

I  c e r t a i n l y  h o p e  y o u  w i l l  t h i n k  o f  a l l  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s m e n  
w h i l e  y o u  a r e  m a k i n g  y o u r  d e c i s i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h i s  b < t l l .  C o s t s  
a r e  h i g h  t o  r e p l a c e  p l u m b i n g  a n d  s a l a r i e s  o f t e n  a r e  n o t  c o m m e s u r a t e  
w i t h  t h e  r e p l a c e m e n t  d e m a n d s .  W e  n e e d  y o u r  s u p p o r t .

D e a r  Mr. Z h ar of f,

c c :  N a t i o n a l  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  I n d e p e n d e n t  B u s i n e s s



JO N  A. RE ISW IG , M .D .
A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
ORTHOPAEDIC SURGERY 
3 2 6 0  HOSP ITAL DRIVE 
JUNEAU . ALASKA 99 6 0 1

Telephone 586-1211

M a r c h  2 8 ,  1 9 8 6

S e n a t o r  F r e d  Z h a r o f f  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Z h a r o f f :

I  h a v e  b e e n  p r a c t i c i n g  i n  J u n e a u  f o r  t h e  p a s t  1 3  y e a r s  a n d  f i n a l l y  
a m  a b o u t  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  a  n e w  o f f i c e .  I  w a s  g i v e n  a  
c e r t a i n  a m o u n t  o f  t i m e  b y  t h e  h o s p i t a l  b o a r d  t o  v a c a t e  t h e  s p a c e  I  
a m  r e n t i n g  a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  h a d  t o  b u i l d  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  m o n t h s .  
B e c a u s e  o f  t h a t  I  e l e c t e d  t o  b u i l d  w i t h  m o d u l e s ,  u s i n g  E v e r g r e e n  M o b i l e  
C o .  i n  I s s a q u a h ,  W A ,  s i n c e  t h e y  h a v e  h a d  e x p e r i e n c e  b u i l d i n g  m e d i c a l  
c l i n i c s .  T h e  m o d u l e s  a r e  n o w  i n  p l a c e  a n d  t h e  r o o f  i s  b e i n g  c o n s t r u c t ­
e d  .

I t  i s  n o w  m y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  i n s p e c t o r  r e v i e w e d  m y  o u i i d -  
i n g  a n d  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  p l a s t i c  p i p e s  f o r  s o m e  o f  t h e  p l u m b i n g  
i n s t e a d  o f  c a s t  i r o n .  I t  i s  a l s o  m y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h i s  p l a s t i c  
p i p e  m e e t s  a l l  l o c a l  c o d e s  n o t  o n l y  h e r e  i n  J u n e a u ,  b u t  i n  t h e  s t a t e  
o f  W a s h i n g t o n ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  r e q u i r e m e n t  h e r e  i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  
A l a s k a  f o r  c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g s  t o  u s e  c a s t  i r o n  p i p e .  I  h a v e  d i s ­
c u s s e d  t h i s  w i t h  m y  b u i l d e r  a n d  o t h e r  p e o p l e  a n d  a l l  t h o s e  I  h a v e  
t a l k e d  w i t h  c o n f i r m  t h e  c o n c e n s u s  t h a t  p l a s t i c  p i p e  i s  j u s t  a s  g o o d ,  
i f  n o t  b e t t e r ,  t h a n  c a s t  i r o n  a n d  t h e  o n l y  r e a s o n  t h a t  i t  i s  r e q u i r e d  
a t  t h i s  t i m e  i s  a t  t h e  i n s i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  P i p e  L a y e r ' s  U n i o n .  I ,  o f  
c o u r s e ,  w a s  u n a w a r e  o f  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  a n d  a t  t h i s  t i m e  d o  n o t  k n o w  
e x a c t l y  w h a t  t o  d o .  O n e  o f  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  i n  u s i n g  t h e  m o d u l e s  w a s ,
# 1 ,  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  b u i l d  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  a n d ,  # 2 ,  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  
p r o j e c t  u n d e r  a  m i n i m u m  a m o u n t  o f  t i m e  b e c a u s e  I  h a d  b e e n  g i v e n  a  
c e r t a i n  d a t e  t o  l e a v e  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  I f  i t  i s  n o w  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  I  
m u s t  c h a n g e  t h i s  p i p e ,  t h i s  c o u l d  e a s i l y  g o  b e y o n d  t h e  s p e c i f i e d  
p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  t h a t  i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  m e  a n d  i n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  a m o u n t  
o f  m o n i e s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  s e t  a s i d e  b y  t h e  b a n k ,  i n c l u d i n g  A I D A .

I  h a v e  b e e n  i n f o r m e d  t h a t  t h e  s e n a t e  i s  c o n s i d e r i n g  a  b i l l  w h i c h  w o u l d  
d e l e t e  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  c a s t  i r o n  p i p e  a n d  a l l o w  p l a s t i c  p i p e  t o  
b e  u s e d .  M a y  I  a t  t h i s  t i m e  s t r o n g l y  u r g e  y o u  t o  c o n s i d e r  f a v o r a b l y  
t h e  u s e  o f  p l a s t i c  p i p e .

S i n c e r e l y

J A R : s i r



CITY  OF K O T Z E B U E
P.O. BOX 46 . KOTZEBUE. ALASKA 9 9 7 5 2

1

A L L  A M E R I C A  

C I T Y

4 4 2 - 3 4 0 1  C I T Y  H A L L

4 4 2  3 1 5 7  D A Y  C A R E  C E N T E R

4 4 2 - 3 8 1 6  G E O R G E  F R A N C I S  M E M O R I A L  L I B R A R Y  

4 4 2 - 3 5 0 0  M U N I C I P A L  W A T E R  P L A N T  

4 4 2 * 3 4 6 5  P L A N N I N G  D E P A R T M E N T  

4 4 2 * 3 3 5 1  P O L I C E  D E P A R T M E N T

4 4 2 - 3 4 6 5  P U B L I C  W O R K S  D E P A R T M E N T

4 4 2  3 0 6 6  R E C R E A T I O N  C E N T E R

4 4 2  3 9 2 1  R E G I O N A L  F I R E  T R A I N I N G  C E N T E R

4 4 2 - 3 7 7 9  T E E N  C E N T E R

4 4 2  3 4 0 4  V O L U N T E E R  F I R E  D E P A R T M E N T

M a r c h  1 4 ,  1 9 8 6

S e n a t o r  F r a n k  F e r g u s o n  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V  ( M S - 3 1 0 0 )
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

Dear Frank:

E n c l o s e d  p l e a s e  f i n d  s o m e  b a c k g r o u n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  y o u  a n d  
I  h a d  b r i e f l y  d i s c u s s e d  d u r i n g  y o u r  l a s t  v i s i t  h e r e  i n  K o t z e b u e .

A s  y o u  c a n  s e e ,  t h e  c u r r e n t  L e g i s l a t u r e  ( a s  p a s s e d  b y  t h e  H o u s e )  
w o u l d  h a v e  d e f i n i t e  r e p e r c u s s i o n ' s  i n  r u r a l  A l a s k a .

W e  w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  a n y  a s s i s t a n c e  t h a t  y o u  
m a y  p r o v i d e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

L e o  P .  S c h a e f f e r , J r .  
C i t y  M a n a g e r

c c :
S e n a t o r  Z h a r o f f  
C h a i r m a n
L a b o r  o f  C o m m e r c e

“ G A T E W A Y  T O  N O R T H W E S T  A L A S K A ”



M E M O R A N D U M

M a r c h  13, 1 9 86

F R O M :  S a n d y  H u s s ,  B u i l d i n g  I n s p e c t o r

R E :  B a c k g r o u n d  o n  M i n m u m  S t a t e  P l u m b i n g  C o d e  L e g i s l a t i o n

TO: C i t y  M a n a g e r

T h i s  i s  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  y o u r  r e q u e s t  f o r  b a c k g r o u n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  
o n  t h e  c u r r e n t  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  u p d a t e  t h e  U n i f o r m  P l u m b i n g  C o d e .

A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e  t h e  S t a t e  h a s  a d o p t e d  t h e  1 9 7 9  U n i f o r m  
P l u m b i n g  C o d e . .  A  f e a t u r e  o f  t h i s  C o d e  w h i c h  l a t e r  e d i t i o n s  
d o  n o t  f e a t u r e  i s  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  o f  p l a s t i c  p i p e  i n  m o s t  
b u i l d i n g s  ( l i m i t i n g  t h e m  t o  r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  n o t  
m o r e  t h a n  t w o  s t o r i e s ) . E f f o r t s  w e r e  m a d e  b y  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
t o  a d o p t  t h e  1 9 8 2  e d i t i o n  o f  t h i s  C o d e  b u t  o p p o s i t i o n  b y  t h e  
F a i r b a n k s  p l u m b e r s  u n i o n  a n d  o t h e r s  t o  i n c l u s i o n  o r  e x p a n s i o n  
o f  p l a s t i c  p r o v i s i o n s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  f a i l u r e  t o  p a s s  t h i s  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h i s  y e a r  t h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r  t h r o u g h  
t h e  G o v e r n o r  r e q u e s t e d  a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  1 9 8 5  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  
U P C  w i t h o u t  a n y  a m e n d m e n t .  H B  6 3  p e r f o r m e d  t h i s  t a s k .  S B  2 3 8  
f o l l o w e d  a  d i f f e r e n t  t r a c k  i n  t h a t  i t  i n c l u d e d  a m e n d m e n t s  w h i c h  
w o u l d  p u t  u s  o n  t h e  1 9 8 5  U P C  b u t  m a i n t a i n  t h e  1 9 7 9  U P C  b a n  o n  
e x t e n s i v e  u s e  o f  p l a s t i c  p i p e .

T h e  H o u s e  L a b o r  & C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e  f i n a l l y  s u b s t i t u t e d  a n o t h e r  
b i l l  w h i c h  w a s  a  m i r r o r  i m a g e  o f  t h e  S B  2 3 8  a n d  t h i s  p a s s e d  t h e  
C o m m i t t e e ,  p a s s e d  t h e  H o u s e  f l o o r  a n d  w e n t  t o  t h e  S e n a t e  w h e r e  
i t  n o w  s i t s  i n  t h e  S e n a t e  L a b o r  & C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e .  A c c o r d i n g  
t o  S e n .  F r e d  Z h a r o f f ' s  s t a f f  m e m b e r  M i c h a e l  T h i l l ,  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  
d o e s  n o t  p l a n  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  b i l l  f o r  a  c o u p l e  o f  w e e k s  a n d  
d o e s  n o t  c o n s i d e r a n y  i n t e n t i o n  t o  r e - w r i t e  t h e  b i l l .

T h e  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  a s  f o l l o w s :

1 ) .  O u r  c u r r e n t  u s e  o f  p l a s t i c  i n  t h e  w a t e r  m a i n s  a n d  s e w e r
l i n e s  i n  t h e  C i t y  i s  p r o h i b i t e d  b y  b o t h  t h e  1 9 7 9  a n d  1 9 8 5  
C o d e s  ( a s  p r o p o s e d  t o  b e  a m e n d e d ) .

2 ) .  T h e  m a j o r  r e - m o d e l  o f  t h e  W a t e r  T r e a t m e n t  P l a n t  u s i n g
e x t e n s i v e  p l a s t i c  p i p i n g  w a s  a n d  i s  i l l e g a l  u n d e r  t h e s e  
p r o v i s i o n s  a s  i t  i s  n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e .

3 ) .  F u t u r e  p l a n s  t o  r e p a i r ,  r e p l a c e ,  m o d i f y  o r  e x p a n d  e i t h e r  
t h e  w a t e r  s y s t e m  o r  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  p l a n t  w o u l d  b e  p r o h i b i t e d  
b y  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

4 ) .  W h i l e  t h i s  l a w  w o u l d  o n l y  a p p l y  t o  c i t i e s  o f  a t  l e a s t  
2 , 5 0 0 ,  i f  t h e  n e w  b o r o u g h  w o u l d  p a s s  t h e  l a w  w o u l d  a p p l y  
t o  a l l  o f  t h e  c i t i e s  i n  t h e  n e w  b o r o u g h .
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5 ) .  T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  a l s o  p r o h i b i t  t h e  u s e  o f  p l a s t i c  
p i p i n g  i n  s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m s ,  a  n e w  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  f e a t u r e  
w h i c h  h a s  r e c i e v e d  C o d e  a p p r o v a l  a n d  i s  h e r a l d e d  a s  a  
s i g n i f i c a n t  b r e a k t h r o u g h  i n  l o w e r i n g  t h e  c o s t  a n d  e x p a n d i n g  
t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m s .

6 ) .  T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  d i r e c t  a n d  e x p e n s i v e  i m p a c t s  o n  o u r  
l o c a l  b u i l d i n g  m a r k e t  a s  c o p p e r  a n d  c a s t  i r o n  d r a i n  s y s t e m s  
a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  m o r e  e x p e n s i v e  t h a n  p l a s t i c  d r a i n  s y s t e m s ,  
a r e  m o r e  f r e e z e  s e n s i t i v e ,  a n d  c r e a t e  m a n y  m o r e  m a i n t e n a n c e  
p r o b l e m s .

7 ) .  A d o p t i o n  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  b a n  o n  
p l a s t i c  p i p e  w o u l d  m a k e  m i l l i o n s  a n d  m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  
o f  S t a t e - f u n d e d  r u r a l  w a t e r  a n d  s e w e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  
v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  P l u m b i n g  C o d e .  R i g i d  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  w o u l d  a l s o  m a k e  f u t u r e  s y s t e m s  u t i l i z e  m e t a l  
p i p e  f o r  w h i c h  n o  a d e q u a t e  f r e e z e  p r o t e c t i o n  t e c h n o l o g y  i s  
c u r r e n t l y  a v a i l a b l e  a n d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n c r e a s e  t h e  c o s t  o f  
t h e s e  f u t u r e  p r o j e c t s .

I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  c o n t a c t  m e .

C M H : d m

c c :  M r .  T o m  B o l e n  
C h a i r m a n ,  B C A B

M r .  J o h n  W a r d  
P u b l i c  W o r k s  D i r e c t o r

M r .  G l e n  L a m k i n  
M a i n t e n a n c e  S u p e r v i s o r

f i l e



REFRIGERATION 
& FOOD EQUIPMENT, INC.

1901 West Tudor Road ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99503

March 19, 1986

Sena to r Fred Z ha ro ff
Senate Labor and Commerce Committee
Pouch V
Juneau, AK. 99811

RE: HB 63 -  1965 E d it io n  o f the Plumbing Code

Dear Sena tor Z h a ro ff :

I  re c e n t ly  lea rned o f an amendment conce rn ing ca s t d ra in  l in e s  
in  commercia l b u ild in g s the plumbers and p ip e f i t t e r s  un ion had suc­
c e s s fu l ly  lo b b ie d fo r .

However, th is  ammendments p resen ts a problem fo r plumbing con­
t r a c to r s . W ithou t u n ifo rm in g between the s ta te  codes and lo c a l codes, 
you may ge t some in s p e c to rs e n fo rc in g  the code in  one manner, w h ile  
ano the r in s p e c to r w i l l  e n fo rce i t  in  a d i f f e r e n t manner. In  a d d it io n , 
ir o n  p ip e costs more, the reby push ing up the co s t o f a lre ad y expensive 
s ta te  p ro je c ts .

I  th e re fo re  urge you to th row ou t th is  amendment, s in ce i t  d id no t 
have any ju s t i f i c a t i o n  in  the b eg in n in g , and adopt a s ta te  code th a t 
is  more in  l in e  w ith  the e x is t in g  lo c a l codes.

Thank you.

CC: NFIB/AIASKA

S in c e re ly ,

V .P . Opera tions

(907) 248-2525
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y y jK su t t- ,X& - ^£ ~ ft~ a .* -a X - A fZ *C~ T  JtZU . y X fffl-fZ  / j  A iiA < ft< 2^d.6t

^ r - * i ^  .A fft . f f d f y  0c~ % -̂ A  / d t e 'J-i4 t.0 -* -c-y* C  f{ ^  .

fZAuc+cX- -XyF-<-<-~ Xs
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International Conference of Building Officials
Alaska Southeast Chapter

C S H B  6 3

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  
F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E

M E M B E R S  O F  T H E  S E N A T E  L A B O R  A N D  C O M M E R C E  C O M M I T T E E ,

R e m o v i n g  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o f  t h e  u s e  o f  p l a s t i c  p i p e  i n  t h i s  
b i l l  w o u l d  l o w e r  c a p i t a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o s t s  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
A l a s k a  a n d  t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r .

B a s e d  o n  M c G r a w  H i l l ' s  D o d g e  D i g e s t  f o r  1 9 8 5 ,  p l u m b i n g  c o s t s  
f o r  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l s  a v e r a g e  3 . 1 %  a n d  f o r  h i g h  s c h o o l s  7 . 8 %  
o f  t h e  t o t a l  p r o j e c t  c o s t s .  P r e l i m i n a r y  f i g u r e s  f r o m  t h e  S t a t e  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  ( D O E )  i n  A l a s k a  i n d i c a t e  s c h o o l  c o n s t r u c ­
t i o n  c o s t s  o f  5 2 5  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  s i n c e  F Y  1 9 8 2 .

I n  D O E  a l o n e  i t  i s  c o n s e r v a t i v e l y  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  w o u l d  
h a v e  s a v e d  o v e r  9  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  i f  t h e  1 9 8 2  U n i f o r m  P l u m b i n g  
C o d e  ( U P C )  h a d  b e e n  a d o p t e d  a s  w r i t t e n .

B y  a d o p t i n g  t h e  m o d e r n  p l u m b i n g  c o d e  s a v i n g s  o f  1 . 7 5 %  c o u l d  b e  
r e a l i z e d  o n  m o s t  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s .

S t a t e w i d e  f i g u r e s  f r o m  t h e  U S  C e n s u s  B u r e a u  i n d i c a t e  t o t a l  c o m ­
m e r c i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a c t i v i t y  s i n c e  1 9 8 2  w a s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 . 2  
b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .

T h e r e  a r e  n o  j u s t i f i a b l e  c o s t  b e n e f i t s  t o  b e  g a i n e d  b y  r e s t r i c t i n g  
p l a s t i c  p i p e s  b e y o n d  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  c o d e .

R e s p e c t f u l l y ,

S t e p h e n  0 .  S h o w s ,  L e g i s l a t i v e  C h a i r  
A l a s k a  S o u t h e a s t  I C B O  C h a p t e r



P.O. (Box 770073 
fcigle River, fllosko 99577

(907) 694-2190
C U R T I S  P L U M B I N G ,  H C R T I N G  &  H O M €  S U P P L Y

March 23, 1936

Senator Fred Zharoff 
Pouch V
Juneau, AK 99811 

Dear Senator:

I am wr iting c on cerning  "HE 63 - A do p t 1985 Edition of 
Pl um bi ng Code".

I feel the use of plastic ABS piping in a commercial
pl u mb i ng  waste system is both economical and safe. The
arg ument for using cast iron instead o f ABS due to the fire 
fum e haz ar d is total ly  groundless. Plastic pipe surely will 
emit d e a d l y  fumes  wh en  burned, but so will any item in a
bu i ld i ng  that will burn including cast iron pipe  - notice
the tar like su b stanc e used to p r e s e r v e  the pipe that in
ma ny c as es  is over 1/8 " thick. I feel the opposition
wis he s to  keep cast iron only in order to keep gross costs 
up which in turn will make pr ofits increase. I also suspect 
the  larger more organized mechanical compc*nies feel that it 
is mor e difficult to install cast iron and thus the little 
guy may not want to get involved due to lack of experie nc e 
and/or capital,,

It is tim e to get rational and start using common sense in 
this and many other areas of sta te  government. Mo re  and 
mo re t he  silent ma j or i t y  is ge tting fed up and ver ba l iz i ng  
their views. Plea se represent the p eo pl e  and put poli ti cs
aside. Even a m inorit y view can prevail if it is right. It
just takes someone wi lling to back his convictions.

Si ncerel y ,

C h u c k  R e n f r o  '
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shall be installed at least 
ounding ground or floor, 
he non-potable water line 
ons shall be properly iden- 
Administrative Authority, 
ne which may be used for 
be posted: DANGER —

(p) Vacuum breakers shall be located outsid ) any enclosure or 
hooded area containing fumes that are toxic or poisonous.

Section 1004— Materials

(a) Water pipe and fittings shall be of brass, copper, cast iron,
 ̂ jlvanized malleable iron, galvanized wrought iron, galvanized steel, 

lead or other approved materials. Asbestos-cement, CPVC, PB, PE, or I 
PVC water pipe manufactured to recognized standards may be used 
for cold water distribution system s outside a building. CPVC and PB I 
water pipe and tubing may be used for hot and cold water distribution 
systems within a building. All materials used in the water supply 
system, except valves and sim ilai devices shall be of a like material, 
except where otherwise approved by the Administrative Authority.

(b) Cast iron fittings up to and including two (2) inches (50.8 mm) in 
size, when used in connection with potable water piping shall be 
galvanized.

(c) All malleable iron water fittings shall be galvanized.

(d) Piping and tubing which has previously been used for any pur­
pose other than for potable water system s shall not be used.

(e) Approved plastic materials may be used in water service pip­
ing, provided that where metal water service piping is used for elec­
trical grounding purposes, replacement piping therefore shall be of 
like materials.

Exception: Where a grounding system , acceptable to the Ad­
ministrative Authority is installed, inspected and approved, metallic 
pipe may be replaced with non-metallic pipe.

Section 1005—Valves

(a) Valves up to and including two (2) inches (50.8 mm) in size shall 
be brass or other approved material. Sizes over two (2) inches (50.8 
mm) may have cast iron or brass bodies. Each gate valve shall be a 
fullway type with working parts of non-corrosive material.

(b) A fullway valve controlling all outlets shall be installed on the 
discharge side of ;h  water meter and on each unmetered water 
supply. Water pip r, supplying more than one building on any one 
premises shall be equipped with a separate fullway valve to each 
building, so arranged that the water supply can be turned on or off to 
any individual or separate building; provided however, that supply 
piping to a single family residence and building accessory thereto, 
may be controlled on one valve. Such shutoff valves shall be accessi- 4  
ble at all times. A fullway valve shall be installed on the discharge 
piping from water supply tanks at or near the tank. A fullway valve 
shall be installed on the cold water supply pipe to each water heater
at or near the water heater. A fuliway valve shall be installed for each 
apartment or dwelling of more than one (1) family. In lieu of the main 
supply shutoff in each apartment, individual shutoff valves may be 
provided at each fixture.

(c) All valves used to control two (2) or more openings shall be 
fullway gate valves or other approved valves designed and approved 
for the service intended.

■IIFORM PLUMBING CODE WATER DISTRIBUTION



A p r i l  25, 1 9 8 6

T e s t i m o n y  b e f o r e  * - h e  S e n a t e  L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e
O r .  C S H B  6 3  A p r i l  2 3 ,  1 9 8 6

T h a n k  y o u  M r .  C h a i r m a n  , n d  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  f o r  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s p e a k  h e r e  t o d a y .

M y  n a m e  i s  S t e p h e n  S h o w s .  I  a m  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  N o r t h e r n ,  
C e n t r a l ,  a n d  S o u t h e a s t  C h a p t e r s  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n c l  C o n f e r e n c e  
o f  B u i l d i n g  O f f i c i a l s .  O u r  m e m b e r s h i p  i s  c o m p r i s e d  m a i n l y  o f  
S t a t e  a n d  l o c a l  i n s p e c t o r s ,  b u i l d i n g  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  
p r o f e s s i o n a l s .  O u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  g o a l s  p r o m o t e  u n i f o r m  a n d  
a p p r o p r i a t e  s t a t e w i d e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o d e s .

T o w a r d  t h i s  e f f o r t  w e  s u p p o r t  a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  1 9 8 5  U P C  a s  w r i t t e n  
w i t h o u t  a m e n d m e n t s .

I  a m  n o t  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t i e s ,  t h e i r  A s s e m b l i e s  a n d
C o u n c i l s ,  w h o  a f t e r  i n d e p e n d e n t  r e v i e w  h a v e  a d o p t e d  t h e  1 9 8 2  o r  
t h e  1 9 8 5  U P C .  T h o s e  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n c l u d e  A n c h o r a g e ,  F a i r b a n k s ,
J u n e a u ,  S i t k a ,  K o d i a k ,  K e n a i ,  S o l d o t n a  a n d  o t h e r s .  B y  s t a t u t e
c o m m u n i t i e s  w h o  h a v e  a  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  l e s s  t h a n  2 5 0 0  d o  n o t  h a v e  
t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  a n y  p l u m b i n g  c o d e .

T h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  i s s u e s  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  a d d r e s s .

T h e  f i r s t  c o n c e r n s  t h e  p r o p o s e d  a m e n d m e n t s  i n  t h e  S u b s t i t u t e  
l i m i t i n g  p l a s t i c  p i p e  t o  V N  r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g s .  T h i s  
i n s e r t i o n  m a k e s  t h e  B i l l  m o r e  r e s t r i c t i v e  t h a n  t h e  s t a t e s  c u r r e n t  
1 9 7 9  U P C .  F o r  e x a m p l e  a  t w o  s t o r y  a p a r t m e n t  o r  c o n d o m i n i u m  c o u l d  
n o  l o n g e r  b e  p l u m b e d  i n  p l a s t i c  a l t h o u g h  i t  i s  l e g a l  t o d a y .

T h e  t e r m  " V N "  i s  c o n f u s i n g  a n d  n o t  c o n t a i n e d  o r  d e f i n e d  a n y w h e r e  
i n  t h e  U P C .  T h e  U n i f o r m  B u i l d i n g  C o d e  d o e s  c o n t a i n  a  m e t h o d  o f  
d e t e r m i n i n g  i f  a  b u i l d i n g  i s  a  t y p e  f i v e  n o n  r a t e d  s t r u c t u r e ,
h o w e v e r  m a n y  v a r i a b l e s  m u s t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d . .  S i n c e  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  
c r i t e r i a  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  p e r i o d i c  c h a n g e ,  y o u  s h o u l d  c i t e  t h e  
a p p l i c a b l e  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  c o d e  y o u  i n t e n d  t o  u s e  a s  a  
r e f e r e n c e .

T h i s  m a y  s o u n d  c o n f u s i n g  b u t  t o  a c c u r a t e l y  d e t e r m i n e  w h a t  t y p e  o f  
b u i l d i n g  i t  i s  a  p l u m b e r  w i l l  h a v e  t o  k n o w  t h e  h e i g h t ,  n u m b e r  o f  
f l o o r s  o r  b a s e m e n t s ,  f l o o r  a r e a ,  w i d t h  o f  a l l  t h e  y a r d s  a r o u n d  
t h e  s t r u c t u r e  a n d  w h e t h e r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  s p r i n k l e r e d  o r  n o t  
a m o n g  o t h e r  t h i n g s . . .  T h e  8 5  U P C  i s  s i m p l e  a n d  d i r e c t .  I t  
s a y s  t h a t  i f  t h e  c o d e  a l l o w s  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t o  b e  m a d e  " o f  
c o m b u s t i b l e  m a t e r i a l s  t h a n  t h e  p i p e s  c a n  a l s o  b e  c o m b u s t i b l e .
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T h e  s e c o n d  i s s u e  I  w i l l  a d d r e s s  a r e  t h e  c o n c e r n s  e x p r e s s e d  a b o u t  
p l a s t i c  p i p e s .

E x p e r i e n c e  h  -  s h o w n  t h a t  t h e s e  p r o d u c t s  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  
t h r o u g h o u t  A l a s k a  a n d  t h e  N a t i o n  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  a n d  h a v e  p r o v e n  
t h e m s e l v e s  t o  b e  s a f e  a n d  d e p e n d a b l e .  T h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C o n s e r v a t i o n  ( A D E C '  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o  
r e a s o n  t o  r e s t r i c t  t h e s e  p i p e s  b e c a u s e  o f  w a t e r  q u a l i t y .  I n  f a c t  
t h e y  c a n  s o l v e  t h e  l e a d  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  p r o b l e m s  e n c o u n t e r e d  i n  
m a n y  A l a s k a n  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h a t  u s e  r a i n  w a t e r  a s  t h e i r  s o u r c e  a n d  
c o p p e r  p i p e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  s y s t e m s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  A D E C .

T h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r  O S H A  o f f i c i a l  h a s  i n f o r m e d  m e  t h a t  
t h e r e  a r e  n o  s u b s t a n t i a t e d  g r o u n d s  t o  r e s t r i c t  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  
o f  p l a s t i c  p i p e  f r o m  a  w o r k e r  s a f e t y  s t a n d p o i n t .  C o n t a i n e r s  o f  
s o l v e n t s  a n d  g l u e  a r e  e x p l i c i t  i n  t h e i r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  p r o v i d e  
a d e q u a t e  v e n t i l a t i o n .  T h e  " r i g h t  t o  k n o w  l a w "  i n  A l a s k a  a l l o w s  
t r a d e s m e n  t o  o b t a i n  c o m p l e t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  
a n y  p r o d u c t  u s e d  i n  t h e  w o r k p l a c e .

T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  F i r e  M a r s h a l  a f t e r  c a r e f u l  r e v i e w  h a s  d e l e t e d  
r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  t h e  u s e  o f  p l a s t i c  p i p e  f o r m e r l y  c o n t a i n e d  i n  
t h e i r  r e g u l a t i o n s .  T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  F i r e  C h i e f s  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  u s e  o f  p l a s t i c  p i p e s  a s  p e r m i t t e d  i n  t h e  8 5  
U P C  i s  n o t  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n c e r n  f r o m  a  f i r e  s a f e t y  s t a n d p o i n t .  
I n  f a c t  t h e  f i r e  s e r v i c e  f o r e s e e s  l o w  c o s t  p l a s t i c  p i p e  s p r i n k l e r  
s y s t e m s  a s  b e c o m i n g  a  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  f u t u r e  e l e m e n t  i n  s a v i n g  
l i v e s  a n d  p r o p e r t y  i n  A l a s k a .

E l e c t r i c a l  t r a d e  u n i o n s  a n d  c o n d u i t  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  w a g e d
t h i s  s a m e  v > a t t l e  n a t i o n a l l y  w i t h  r e c e n t  a d o p t i o n s  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
E l e c t r i c  C o d e .  T h e  S t a t e  h a s  a d o p t e d  t h e  1 9 8 4  N E C  i n t o  S t a t e  
L a w .  T h a t  c o d e  p e r m i t s  P V C  c o n d u i t  t o  b e  u s e d  i n  m o s t  c o m m e r c i a l  
a n d  r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g s  j u s t  a s  t h e  8 5  U P C  d o e s .  T h e s e  
a m e n d m e n t s  i f  a d o p t e d  w o u l d  h a v e  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r  
i n s p e c t o r  c o m e  o n  - i o b s i t e  a n d  r e j e c t  a  P V C  p l u m b i n g  p i p e  f u l l  
o f  w a t e r  a n d  a t  t h e  _ a  t i m e  a p p r o v e  a  P V C  e l e c t r i c  p i p e  f u l l  o f  
w i r e s  r i g h t  n e x t  t o  i t  i n  t h e  s a m e  w a l l .

T h e  t h i r d  i s s u e  s p e a k s  t o  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  m a t t e r ,  e c o n o m i c s .

P l a s t i c  p i p e  s y s t e m s  a r e  l e s s  e x p e n s i v e  b e c a u s e  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  a r e  
c h e a p e r  a n d  i t  t a k e s  f e w e r  h o u r s  t o  i n s t a l l  t h e m .  D e p e n d i n g  o n  
t h e  j o b  a n d  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r  s a v i n g s  o n  d r a i n  w a s t e  a n d  v e n t  
s y s t e m s  c a n  r a n g e  b e t w e e n  3 0  a n d  5 0 % .  W h e t h e r  t h e  c o n s u m e r  i s  a  
p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l  l o o k i n g  f o r  a f f o r d a b l e  h o u s i n g ,  a  s m a l l  
b u s i n e s s ,  o r  a  g o v e r n m e n t a l  a g e n c y  t h e s e  a d d e d  c o s t s  a r e  p a s s e d  
a l o n g  w i t h  n o  t a n g i b l e  b e n e f i t s  t o  t h e  o w n e r s .  R e a l  e s t a t e  
a p p r a i s e r s  d o  n o t  g i v e  h i g h e r  v a l u e s  t o  b u i l d i n g s  w i t h  m e t a l  p i p e  
s y s t e m s .
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F i n a l l y  i n  t h e s e  t i m e s  o f  e c o n o m i c  r e s t r a i n t  w e  a s k  y o u  t o  
c a r e f u l l y  c o n s i d e r  t h e  m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  i n d i v i d u a l  A l a s k a n s  
w i l l  b e  a s k e d  t o  s p e n d  n e e d l e s s l y  o n  t h e i r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s  
i n  t h e  y e a r s  a h e a d  i f  t h e s e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  p l a s t i c  p i p e  a r e  n o t  
r e m o v e d .  W e  a r e  k n o w n  a s  a  p i o n e e r i n g  p e o p l e  h e r e  i n  t h e  
N o r t h l a n d ,  a n d  w e  a s k  o u r  l e a d e r s  t o  e m b r a c e  n e w  t e c h n o l o g i e s  a n d  
t o  w o r k  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  u s  t o w a r d  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  a  b r i g h t  f u t u r e .

M r .  C h a i r m a n ,  t h a n k  y o u .
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