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RULE 12. USE Of CHAMBERS AND OFFICES, 

legislative [HIE] chambers [AND OFFICES 

A5s I(1n Cu To THE LEGISLATURE] are to be used 

only for the official business of the legis­

lature during legislative sessions. During 

the session access to the chambers and their 

galleries [AND LEGISLATIVE OFFICES] is under 

the control of the presiding officer of the 

house to which the space is assigned* and 

the assignment of legislative offices and 

use of committee rooms shall he provided for 

hy and he under the control of the Rules 

Committee.

To revise the present rule to reflect the 

current practice of having a house bear 

responsibility for use of the chamber, of 

having llie Rules Committee assign offices to 

m e mbe rs and be responsible for use of 

committee rooms, and to remove the right of 

access to legislative office' from the presid­

ing officer of the house.



°l/L£ 13. HOUR TOR CONVENING. Each 

house shall convene daily, except Sunday, at 

10:00 a.m., unless otherwise ordered by a 

majority vote of the members present.



RULE 14. QUORUM AMD ROLL CALL, (a) A 

majority of the ful1 membership of the 

[EACH] house constitutes a quorum t<T3o 

business (subject to the special voting 

requirements of the Constitution, Art. II, 

Secs. 14, 16 and 18), but a smaller number 

may adjourn from day to day and may compel 

the attendance of absent members (Constitu­

tion, Art. II, Sec. 12).

(b) A roll call of members shall be 

taken as the first order of uusiness on each 

legislative day. The electric voting machine 

may [SHALL] be used for the daily roll call 

ana any quorum call and shall [MAY] be used 

for the election of officers and other 

business of the house if [A MAJORITY OF THE 

FULL MEMBERSHIP OF] the house so orders 

by a majoiity vote of the full membership 

of the house. If the voting machine is not 

operating or not operating properly^ the 

daily roll call or quorum determination 

shall [MAY] be made by the calling of the 

roTTT

(a) To clarify the q u o r u m  requirment.

(b) To revise provisions relating to use 

of the electronic voting machine in the 

conduct of llie business ol the house.



RULE 15. ABSENCE OF MEMBERS. A [NO] 

member may not be absent [HIMSELF] from 

sittings of the house unless the member [HE] 

has the leave of the house to be absent or 

is ill and unable to.attend. A [ANY] member 

who *s consistently absent from meetings of 

a standing committee to which [HE IS] as­

signed may be removed from that committee hy 

the Committee on Committees upon a showing 

that the member's [HIS] absence is unwar­
ranted.

T o  c o n f o r m  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  r u l e  to  
s t a n d a r d  l e g i s l a t i v e  d r a f t i n g  l a n g u a g e ,  a n d  
t o  d e l e t e  f r o m  t h e  r u l e  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  s e x u a l ­
l y  e x p l i c i t  p r o n o u n s .
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RULE 16. CALL OF THE HOUSE, (a) A 

call of the house is usee! to compel atten­

dance of absent members who have not been 

previously excused from a call by a majority 

vote of the ful1 membersnip of the house.

The journal "shal 1 reflect the names of all 

members excused from attendance and such 

members si,-’I be excused from all roll calls 

during such absence. A call of the house 

may be ordered by one member. When no 

quorum is present, the presiding officer of 

the house may compel the attendance of 

individual absent members.

(b) If a quorum is present when a call 

lias been ordered, the house may continue to 

conduct business other than the measure 

under consideration at the tir.e the call was 

ordered. However, any member may also order 

a call of the house as to any other measure 

placed before the house for consideration 

after the original call has been ordered.

(c) A call is satisfied by arrival of 

the absent members not previously excused 

from the call.

(d) A call is terminated

(1) [BY ARRIVAL OF THE ABSENT 

MEMBERS HOT PREVIOUSLY EXCUSED FROM A CALL, 

AMD] when the issue upon which the call has 

been placed has been voted upon or otherwise 

resolved^ [,]

(2) by withdrawal of the call by 

the member pTacing the callj^ [,] or

(3) by a majority vote of the 

members present to adjourn.

( a )  T o  c l a r i f y  t h e  v o l e  - e q i  -ed w i t h
r e s p e c t  l o  s e c u r i n g  a n  ->sence w h i c h  
i s  e x c u s e d  f r o m  a  c a l l  o f  I h e  h o u s e .

( c )  T o  i n d i c a t e  w h e n  a c a l l  o f  t h e  h o u s e  
i s  " s a t i s f i e d " .

( d )  T o  c l a r i f y  w h e n  a  c a l l  o f  t h e  h o u s e  i s  
" t e r m i n a t e d "  a n d  to  c l a r i f y  t h e  v o t e  
r e q u i r e d  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  a d j o u r n m e n t  
o f  t h e  h o u s e  w h i l e  a  c a l l  o f  t h e  h o u s e  
h a s  b e e n  o r d e r e d .



(e) The presiding officer of the house 

ni.iy direct the sergeant-at-arms to obtain 

assistance trom the Department of Public 

5aTety to secure the attendance o7 any missing 

member.

( e )  T o  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f l i r e r  to  
o b t a i n  a s s i s t a n c e  f r o m  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  
o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  t o  s e c u r e  a t t e n d a n c e  
o f  m e m b e r s  a b s e n t  w h e n  a c a l l  o f  t h e  
h o u s e  h a s  b e e n  o r d e r e d .



KIJLE 17. 0A1LY.ORDER OF BUSINESS.

Unless changed by a [VOTE OF] two-thirds 

vote of the ftil 1 membership of the house the 

daily order oFTnisiness of each house is as 

follows:

(Ji [(a)] Roll call

(2) [(b)] Invocation or meditation 

[PRAYER B Y T mAPLAIN] "

(3) [(c)] Certification by the 

chief clerfTor secretary to the house as to 

the correctness of the journal of the pre­

vious day, journal approved or order changed

ill [(d)] Introduction of guests

iil [(e)] Messages from the
governor

ii) [(f)] Messages from the other

house

ill [(g)] Communications

(0) [(h)] Reports of standing

committees

(9) [(i)J Reports of special

commi ttees

(10) [(j)] Introduction of resolu-

lions

(11) [(h)] Introduction, first
leading and reference: of bills

T o  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  t h e  p r a y e r  m a y  n o t  b e  
g i v e n  b y  a c h a p l a i n ,  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  v o t e  
r e q u i r e d  to  c h a n g e  t h e  d a i l y  o r d e r  o f  b u s i ­
n e s s  o f  a  h o u s e ,  a n d  t o  r e v e r s e  t h e  o r d e r  
o f  t h e  a n n o u n c e m e n t  o f  c o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g s  
a n d  s p e c i a l  o r d e r s  n o t  s e t  f o r  a  p a r t i c u l a r  
h o u r .



(12) [(1)] Consideration of daily

calendar

(A) [(1)] Second reading of 

bills of house

(B_) [(2)] Second reading of 

bi 115 of other house
(C) [(3)] Third reading of 

bills of house

(0) [(A)] Third reading of 

bills of other house

IE) [(5)] all other matters 

up for final- action in the house

(13) [(m)] Unfinished business

( M )  Announcement of committee 

meetings -

(15) [(h )] Special orders (not set 

for a particular hour)

[(o) ANNOUNCEMENT OF COMMIT­

TEE MEETINGS]

(16) [(p)] Adjournment
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RULE 13. DAILY CALENDAR, [(a)] Ihe 

Rules Committee of each house is responsible 

for Ihe preparation of the cl a i 1 y calendar 

[fOR DISTRIBUTION TO EACH MEMBER ON THE DAY 

I'RCCEDINiT THE NEXT LEGISLATIVE DAY], Pend­

ing the printing of the calendar the con­

tents of the calendar slial 1 [MAY] he an­

nounced or posted on the day preceding the 

next legislative day. Changes to a calendar 

or approval of'a supplementary calendar may 

he authorized hy a two-thirds vote of the 

menthol's [MEMBERSHIP] present. No business 

shall he transacted nor any measure con­

sidered that is not on the calendar. A bill 

may not he withdrawn from the Rules Commit­

tee but [A MAJORITY OF THE FULL MEMBERSHIP 

OF] the house may order a bill in the posses­

sion of the Rules Committee to be placed on 

the calendar for the next legislative day bv 

a m a j n n_t y vote of the Full membership of 

the'hoiise.

1(b) THE RULES COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN OF 

EACH HOUSE MAY, FROM TIME TO TIME, DESIGNATE 

RE SOI 111 IOII CONSENT CALENDAR DAYS. ANY COM- 

Ill IITF CHAIRMAN MAY REQUEST INCLUSION Oil THE' 

CALENDAR I1ES0LUII0IIS WHICH HAVE BEEN RFP0R1E0 

Oil) Or HIS COMMITTEE Wllll A UNANIMOUS DO 

I ASS RELOIIMEIIDAIIOH. WHEN THE RESOLUTION 

CONSENT CALENDAR IS CONSIDERED AS A SPECIAL 

URDU! 01 DUS I Ilf SS. ANY LEGISLAI0I1 MAY OBJECT 

III INI llir.lllSiOII OF A RESOLUTION OR MAY 

PROPOSE AMEIIOIOIS TO A RESOLUTION. IE 

I I INK! EVI III OCCURS, THE PARTICULAR RES01.U-

I Kill l.'OIICEINIl'O SHALL BE REMOVED FROM THE

(IHIDI.III CAI LIIDAII AIM PROCESSED III HIE REGULAR

II lil SI A11VL IIAIIIll.R. OIILY ONE RECORDED VOTE 

Ilf LI) l!L TAKEN AIM HIE ONE VOTE SHALL STAND

T o  a m e n d ,  t o  b r i n g  i n t o  c u r r e n t  p r a c ­
t i c e ,  p r o c e d u r e s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  p r e ­
p a r a t i o n ,  p o s t i n g  a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  a 
d a i l y  c a l e n d a r ,  a n d  to  c l a r i f y  t h e  v o t e  
r e q u i r e d  to  c h a n g e  a c a l e n d a r ,  a d o p t  a 
s u p p l e m e n t a l  c a l e n d a r ,  a n d  o r d e r  a  b i l l  
i n  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  R u l e s  C o m m i t ­
t e e  to  t h e  f l o o r  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

D e l e t e d .  T h e  m a t e r i a l  i s  p r e s e n t e d  in  
t h e  f o r m a t  o f  C i t a t i o n  c o n s e n t  c a l e n d a r s ,  
i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  c u r r e n t  p r a c t i c e .



AS HIE VOTE Oil FIIIAL PASSAGE AS TO ALL THE 

RESOLUTIONS ON THE RESOLUTIONS CONSENT 

CALENDAR. ALL JOINT RESOLUTIONS SHALL 

APPEAR ON A SEPARATE CONSENT CALENDAR.

SIMPLE AND CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS MAY APPEAR 

Oil HIE SAME CONSENT CALENDAR,]



RULE 19. SPECIAL ORDER OK BUSINESS.

Any subject not otherwise specifically 

provided for in the rules may, by a vote of 

Iwo*thirds of the members present, be made a 

special order of business, and when the time 

fixed tor its consideration arrives, the 

presiding officer shall lay it before the 

house.



RULE 20. STANDING COMMITTEES, (a) 

Each house has the following standing com­

mittees with the jurisdiction indicated:

Finance (all appropriation, revenue, 

capital improvement, and bonding measures, 

the executive budget, and the programs and 

activities of the Department of Revenue)

Health, Education and Social Services 

(the programs and activities of the Depart­

ment of Health and Social Services, the 

Department of Education, and the University 

of Alaska)

Judiciary (the programs and activities 

ot the Alaska Court System and the Depart­

ment of Law, and the legal and substantive 

review of bills referred to it for that 

purpose)

labor and Commerce (the programs and 

activities of the Department of Labor relat­

ing to labor-iiianageroent relations, industria 

safety, unemployment compensation, and 

workers1 [WORKMEN'S] compensation and the 

programs and activities of the Department of 

Commerce and Economic Development)

Community and Regional Affairs (the 

programs and activities of the Department of 

Community and Regional Affairs and other 

mailers relating to political subdivisions)

Resources (the programs and activities 

of the Departments of fish and >e, Natural 

Resources, and Environmental •. nervation)

T o  m a k e  a c o r r e c t i o n  i n  t h e  r e f e r e n c e  to  
w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n  p r o g r a m s ,  a n d  l o  
c l a r i f y  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  a c o m m i t t e e .



Rules (interpretation of the Uniform 

Rules, calendar, the internal administration 

of the house and matters pertaining to the 

management of the legislature as a whole)

State Affairs (programs and activities 

of the Office of the Governor and the Depart­

ments of Administration, Military Affairs 

and Public Safety, and programs and activi­

ties of the Department of Transportation and 
Pub!; Facilities relating to public facili­

t i e s

Transportation (programs and activities 

of the Department of Transportation and 

Public Facilities relating to transportation 

and utlier leg islative matters relating 

to transportation).

(b) The committee chairmen are autho­

rized to form such subcommittees as they 

determine to be necessary.



RULE 21. SPEC IAL AND J O IN !  OOMjgT l’EES .
( a )  A s p e c i a l  c a n n i t t e e  i s  a  c o n m i t t e e  o f
o n e  h o u s e . A s p e c i a l  c a n n i t t e e  may b e  e s t a h -  
1 i s h e c t  o n l y  b y  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  a  s i n p l e  r c s ^ ~  
o l u t i o n .  I h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  o f  e a c h  
l iou .se  a p p o i n t s  t h e  m em be rs  o f  a  [A L L ]  s p e c i a l  
c a n n i t t e e  [UOMHTITEES] a n d  d e s i g n a t e s  a  num­
b e r  t o  c l i a i r  t h e  s p e c i a l  c o n m i t t e e  [THE IR  
CHAIRMEN] u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  o r d e r e d  b y  t h e  
h o u s e .  H i e  p e r s o n s  who c h a i r  [CHAIRMEN OF ] 
l i k e  c a n i d  t t e e s  o f  e a c h  h o u s e  may a r r a n g e  
f o r  t h e  c o u m i t t e e s  t o  m ee t  j o i n t l y  t o  r e c e i v e  
t e s t i m o n y  a n d  d e a l  w i t h  o t h e r  n a t t e r s  w h i c h  
n a y  b e  e x p e d i t e d  b y  j o i r . c  . o m n i t t e e  a c t i o n .

Oi) A j o i n t  c a n t d t t c e  i s  a  c a m d t t e e  
o f  b o t F T h c u s c s . A j o i n t  c o n m i t t e e  may b e  
e s t a b l i s h e d  o n l y  b y  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  a  c o n c u r ­
r e n t  r e s o l u t i o n .  Th e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  o f  
e a c h  h o u s e  a p p o i n t s  o n e - h a l f  o f  t h e  m a i i b e r s  
o f  a  j o i n t  c o n m i t t e e .  ' Ih e  p e r s o n s  who c o ­
c h a i r  a  j o i n t  c a n n i t t e e  s h a l l  h e  c h o s e n  i n  
t h e  m anne r  p r o v i d e d  h y  t h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i ­
c e r s .

( c )  A r e s o l u t i o n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  s p e c i a l  
o r  j o i n t  c c x n n i t t e c  s h a l l  s p e c i f y  t h e  d a t e  o r  
c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t e r m i n a t i o n  o t  t h e  c o n m i t t e e .
A s t a n d i n g  c o n m i t t e e  m ay  m e e t  b e t . c c n  
s e s s i o n s .  A s p e c i a l  o r  j o i n t  c a n n i t t c e  may 
m e e t  d u r i n g  t h e  s e s s i o n  o r  b e t w e e n  s e s s i o n s ,  
o r  h a t h ,  a s  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  
w l i l c h  e s t a b l i s h e s  t h e  c o n m i t t e e .  A s t a n d -  
in)' ,, s p e c i a l ,  o r  j o i n t  c o n m i t t e e  w h i c h  a c T s  
b e tw e e n  l o g i  r, i a t i v c  s e s s i o n s  n a y  c o n s i d e r  a n y  
l c n i . s l a t i . v e  m a t t e r  v.h i c l i  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  
t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  c a i m i t t e e .  A s t a n d -

( a )  To  c l a r i f y  t h e  m a n n e r  b y  w h i c h  a  
s p e c i a l  c o n m i t t e e  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  i t s  
n u m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d .

(h )  T o  c l a r i f y  t h e  m a n n e r  b y  i d i i c h  a  
j o i n t  c o n m i t t e e  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  i t s  
m em be rs  a p p o i n t e d .

( c )  T o  a u t h o r i z e  c o m m i t t e e s  t o  nee t :  
d u r i n g  a n d  b e t w e e n  s e s s i o n s ,  a n d  t o  p r e s c r i b e  
l i n d t a t i o n s  o n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  c o u m i t t e e s .



ing, special, or .joint cannittee which acts
b e tw e e n  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n s  c o n s t i t u t e s  a  
s u b c o n n i t t e e  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l  f o r  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p u r p o s e s .  A s p e c i a l  o r  j o i n t  
c a n n i t t e e  n u y  e x p e n d  n o n e v  o n l y  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  
w i t h  a n  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  m ade  f o r  t h e  w e r k  o f
t h e  c a n n i t t e e .
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RULE 22. OPEII AND EXECUTIVE SESSIONS,

(a) All meetings of a legislative body are 

open to all legislators, whether or not they 

are members of the particular legislative 

body that is meeting-, and to the general 

public except as provided in (b) of this 

rule.

(b) A legislative body may call an 

executive session at which members of the 

genet 31 public may be excluded for the 

following reasons:

(1) discussion of matters, the 

immediate knowledge of which would adversely 

aflect the finances of a government unit;

(2) discussion of subjects that 

tend to prejudice the reputation and char­

acter of a person;

(3) discussion of a matter that 

may, by law, be required to be confidential.

(c) When a legislative body desires to. 

call an executive session in accordance with 

(It) o( this rule, the body shall first 

convene as a public meeting and the question 

uf holding an executive session shall be 

determined by a majority vote of the members 

present.

(d) Ihe provisions of this rule may 

[SNAIL] not be interpreted as permitting the 

e<(. I us ion of a legislator from an executive 

session, whether or not tin- legislator [HE] 

is a member of the body that Ts meeting. A

T o  c l a r i f y  t h e  v o t e  r e q u i r e d  i n  p r o ­
p o s i n g  a n  e x e c u t i v e  s e s s i o n  o f  a  l e g i s  
l a l i v c  b o d y .

T o  c o n f o r m  I I i g  l a n g u a g e  to  s t a n d a r d  
l e g i s l a t i v e  d r a f t i n g  l a n g u a g e ,  a n d  to  
d e l e t e  a  r e f e r e n c e  to  a s e x u a l l y  e x ­
p l i c i t  p r o n o u n .



legislator not a member of the body holding 

an executive session shall, however, be 

subject to the same rules of confidentiality 

and decorum as pertain to regular members of 

the body.

[(e) MINUTES S1IAI L BE KEPT OF EACH 

lift I INC OF A STANDING OR SPECIAL COMMITTEE. 

MEETINGS MAY BE ELECTRONICALLY RECORDED AT 

THE OP I ION OF THE COMMITTEE. COMMITTEE 

MINNIES AND OTHER MATERIALS OF RESEARCH 

VALUE SHALL BE DELIVERED TO THE LEG1SLA- 

1 HUE'S REFERENCE LIBRARY AT THE END OF EACH 

SESSION FOR APPROPRIATE DISPOSITION.

(f) TO THE MAXIMUM EXTENT FEASIBLE,

1IIE TIME, PLACE AND SUBJECT MATTER OF MEET­

INGS OF STANDING OR SPECIAL COMMITTEES SHALL 

1)1 ANNOUNCED BY THE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN III 

ADVANCE. THE ANNOUNCEMENT SHOULD BE, IF 

POSSIBLE, MADE ON THE FLOOR OF THE HOUSE Oil 

SfllAlE DURING SESSIONS. POSTING OF NOTICES 

AND 01 HER FORMS OF ANNOUNCEMENT ARE EN­

COURAGED. THE PRESIDING OFFICER OF EACH 

HOUSE SHALL ENFORCE COMPLIANCE WITH THIS 

SUI1SLCI ION. J

( e )  D e l e t e d ;  t h e  m a t e r i a l  i s  c o v e r e d  
i n  t h e  n e x t  r u l e .

( f )  D e l e t e d ;  t h e  m a t e r i a l  i s  c o v e r e d  i n  t h e  
n e x t  r u l e .



RULE 23. COMMITTEE MEETINGS, (a)

Written notice of the time, place and subject 

matter of all meetings of standing, special, 

and joint committees'during a week shall be 

p rovid e f b y  the person who chairs the committee 

to the clnet clerk or secretary by 4:t)Q p.m7 

on the preceding Thursday, the person who 

chairs the committ .■ to which a bill or resolu­

tion is first referred shall provide to the 

chief clerk or secretary written notice of~Ute 

time and p lace of the first public~hearinn an 

the hiTl~or resolution at least five days 

before the hearing . However, this requirement 

may be waived by motion ot the person who 

chairs the committee to which a bill or resolu- 

tvon Ts first referred if concurred in by 

m a ibrTty vote or the full membership of the 

house. The chief clerk or secretaryshalj 

publish and distribute copies of the weei^y 

scheduie"cTr committee meetings and~of the 

five-day notice of hearing-

(b) The person who chairs a standing, 

special, or joint committee shall provide the 

chief clerk or secretary written notice of The 

change in the time, p lace or subject matter

of a meeting. At tfie next daily legislative 

session, notice of the schedulechange shall 

he announceJTiy the chief cleric or secretary 

and puli 11 shed as a notice in ihe journal of 

the house.

(c) A scheduled meeting of a standingx 

special, or .joint committee may be cancelled 

at_any time. If possible, notice of the 

cancel l a O o n  shall he given in the same~manner 

a s pro vlded for notice of change in (b) of 

this"rule.

( a )  To d e s c r i b e  t h e  r a i n i e r  b y  v . h i e h  
n o t i c e  o f  c o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g s  i s  n o rm a l  l y  
g i v e n ,  a n d  t h e  m anne r  b y  v . h i e h  a n  e x c e p t i o n  
o f  t h e  n o t i c e  p r o v i s i o n  may l i e  g r a n t e d .

( b )  To  d e s c r i b e  t h e  r a t i n e r  b y  t h i c h  
n o t i c e  o f  a  c h a n g e  i n  a  c o n i n i t t e e ' s  r a n t i n g  
t i n e  o r  p l a c e ,  o r  o f  a  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  s u b j e c t  
n u t t e r  o f  t h e  c a n n i t t e e  n e e  t i n g ,  n u y  b o  n u d e .

( c )  To  d e s c r i b e  t h e  m a n n e r  o f  g i v i n g  
n o t i c e  o f  c a n c e l l a t i o n  o f  a  m e e t i n g .



(d ) Hie provisions of (a) and (b) of

this rule do not apply to a standing, specia

or .loint committee meeting scheduled after the

date a conference committee has been clios&r. to 

consider amendments to or differences beti.een 

versions of the general appropriation act. How­

ever , a person who chairs a standing, special, 

or joint committee shall post written notice

of the time, place and subject matte'r of a

meeting at least 2^* 11011^  before the meeting.

(e) The provisions of (a) - (J) of this 

rule do not apply to meetings of

(1) the Rules Committee when it 

meets for the purpose of preparing the daily 

calendar;

(2) the Committee Gn Committees 

referred to 111 Rule 1(e); or"

(3) standing, special or joint com- 

mittoes when the committee meets during the 

TnterTiinietween sessions.

(f) Each standing, special, and joint 

commi ttee

(1) shall record its meetings

t ‘ctronicaTly and prepare a log of the record- 

".n. adequate to locate specific testimony;

(2 ) shall prepare minutes of each

meeling of the committee on a standard form 

prescribed .10 1 ntly by~the Rules~Committees of
Include;

( d )  T o  p r o v i d e  d i f f e r e n t  r e q u i r e m e n t s  
f o r  g i v i n g  n o t i c e  o f  a  n e e t i n g  n e a r  t h e  e n d  
o f  a  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n .

( e )  To a u t h o r i z e  g e n e r a l  e x c e p t i o n s  t o  
t h e  n o t i c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  r u l e .

( f )  To  d e s c r i b e  t h e  r e c o r d - k e e p i n g  r o -  
q u i r u n e n t s  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  a l l  c a n n i t t e e  
i m e t  i n g s .



(A) a list of the names of 

each member present during the meeting;

(B) a list of the name and 

affiliation of eacli witness testifying 

before the committee;

(C) a brief statement of the 

position of the witness on the subject 

testif1 ed upon; and

(D) each amendment formally 

considered~by the conin ttee. the name of 

the member moving adoption of the amend­

ment, the action taken on the amendment, 

and the yeas and nays if a committee mem­

ber has requested a roll call vote~on 

adoption of an amendment;

(3) shall maintain a chronological 

file of minutes, cop ies of which sfjal'l be made 

availab le upon request to committee members and 

the public; committee minutes, tapes and other 

materials of research value shall be delivered 

by the committee at the end of each session or 

each legislature to the legislative reference 

TTbrary for appropriate disposition;

(4) may make available to the Leqis- 

lative Affairs Agency a copy of all minutes o7~ 

committee meetings during the session tor entry 

of the minutes as a data base on the legislative

computer system.



K I I IE  24 [2 3 ] .  COMMHTEE REKKUKAI. AND 
ACTION, ( a )  A c a n n i t t e e  a c t s  o n  a ] ]  b i l l s  
r e f e r r e d  t o  i t  a n d  r e p o r t s  i t s  a c t i o n s  a n d  
r e e a n n o n d a t i o n s  t o  t h e  h o u s e  a s  s o o n  a s  
p r a c t i c a b l e .  C o n n i e  t e c  r e p o r t s  n u s t  l i e  i n  
w r i t i n g  a n d  Lhe r e p o r t  m u s t  l i e  s i g n e d  b y  a  
m a j o r i t y  o f  Lhe membe rs  o f  t h e  c a n n i t t e e .
' ih e  r e p o r t  w i l l  n o t e  t h e  r e c a n n e n d a t i o n  o f  
e a d i  n u m b e r  s i g n i n g  t n e  r e p o r t .

( b )  When a  b i l l  i s  r e p o r t e d  b a c k  b y  a  
c a n n i t t e e  w i t h o u t  a t  l e a s t  o n e  "Do P a s s " ,  
u n l e s s  t h e  b i l l  h a s  a  s u b s e q u e n t  r e f e r r a l  o r  
r e f e r r a l s  o f  r e c o r d ,  t h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  
s h a l l  p u t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  " S h a l l  d i e  b i l l  l i e  
r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  R u l e s  C a n n i t t e e  f o r  p l a c e m e n t  
o n  d i e  c a l e n d a r  f o r  s e c o n d  r e a d i n g  n o t ­
w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  c a n i i t t e e ( s ) ? "  
I f  d i e  b i l l  l i a s  a  s u b s e q u e n t  r e f e r r a l  o r  
r e f e r r a l s  o f  r e c o r d ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  s h a l l  n o t  
l ie  p u t  u n t i l  d i e  l a s t  c a n n i t t e e  h a s  r e p o r t e d  
a n d  u n l e s s  a l l  r e p o r t s  a r e  w i t h o u t  a t  l e a s t  
o n e  "Do P a s s " .  The  q u e s t i o n  i s  d e b a t a b l e  
a n d  i f  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s h ip  o f  d i e  
h o u s e  v o t e s  i n  t h e  n e g a t i v e ,  t h e  b i l l  i s  
l o s t .

( c )  I f  a  e u n i n i t t e e  h a s  m o re  t h a n  on e  
b i l l  o n  d i e  s a n e  s u b j e c t  o r  i f  i t  f i n d s  i t  
n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e v i s e  a  b i l l  s u b s t a n t i a l l y ,  i t  
may r e p o r t  o u t  a  s u b s t i t u t e  b i l l  a n d  r e c om ­
mend t h a t  t i l e  s u b s t i t u t e  lx* a c c e p t e d  f o r  
s e c o n d  r e a d i n g  i n  t h e  p l a c e  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
b i l l .  S u b s t i t u t e  b i l l s  a r e  d u p l i c a t e d  a n d  
d i s t r i b u t e d  U i e n  t h e y  a r e  r e p o r t e d  o u t  b y  
t h e  c a n n i t t e e .  C aun i .LL ec  s u b s t i t u t e  b i l l s  
c a r r y  a  n o t a t i o n  o f  t h e  s o u r c e  o r  s p o n s o r  o f



t h e  o r i g i n a l  b i l l  i n  t h e  m a n n e r  p r e s c r i b e d  
b y  t h e  d r a f t i n g  m an u a l  u n l e s s  t h e  s p o n s o r  
o b j e c t s  t o  h i s  o r  t h e i r  name s o  a p p e a r i n g .

( d )  A l l  b i l l s  i n v o l v i n g  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s ,  
r e v e n u e s  o r  l w n d i n g  m i s t  b e  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  
F i n a n c e  C a n n i t t e e  b e f o r e  t h e y  c a n  b e  a d v a n c e d  
t o  s e c o n d  r e a d i n g .



O Y -

RULE 25 [24]. COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 

When the house forms itself into a Committee 

of the Whole the presiding officer vacates 

the chair and calls upon a member to preside 

[AS CHAIRMAN]. The Uniform Rules are ob­

served in the Committee of the Whole but no 

member shall be recognized a second time 

until every member wisiting to speak has 

spoken. When a bill is considered in the 

Committee of the Whole it shall be read and 

debated by sectiuns and amendments adopted 

sha 11 he noted on paper separate from the 

bill. When the committee rises and reports, 

Ihe amendments proposed by the comm...tee and 

other amendments may be adopted.

T o  d e l e t e  a  r e f e r e n c e  to  a s e x u a l l y  e x p l i c i t  
n o u n .



RULE 26 [25], OECORUII III DERATE. 

Decorum in debate is governed by tlie pro­

visions of Sections 120 through 127, MASON'S 

MANUAL Of LEGISLATIVE PROCEDURE, when not 

inconsistent with these Uniform Rules.



q V

RULE 27 [26]. MOTIONS, (a) When an 

oral motion is made, it shall be restated by 

the presiding officer. Motions shall be 

reduced to writing if the presiding officer 

or a member requests it. A written motion 

shall he handed to the presiding officer 

[CHAIR] and read aloud by the clerk or 

secretary before debate.

(b) After a bill or resolution has 

been introduced or a motion for the adoption 

of an amendment has been made, and is read 

by the clerk or secretary or stated by the 

presiding officer, it is deemed to be in 

possession of the house. It may be with­

drawn at any time by the member introducing 

or reporting it if consent is given by a 

majority vote of the full membership of the 

house.

(c) When a question is under debate no 

motion may be made except for the following 

privileged motions which have precedence in 

the order listed:

(1) to adjourn

(2) for a call of the house

(3) to recess

(•1) to lay on the table

(£>) for the previous question

(6) to limit or to extend the

limits of debate

(7) to postpone to a day certain

T o  b e  c o n s i s t e n t  i n  t h e  u s e  o f  t e r m s  
w i t h i n  t h e  s u b s e c t i o n .

T o  c l a r i f y  t h e  v o t e  r e q u i r e d  w h e n  a 
m e m b e r  p r o p o s e s  to  w i t h d r a w  a b i l l  
f r o m  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  h o u s e .



(8) to commit or recommit

(9) to amend

(10) to postpone indefinitely

(11) to advance from second to 

reading on the same day.



RULE 28 [27], FORM OF QUESTION. The 

presiding orficer [CHAIR] shall put the 

question to the body by stating; "As many as 

are in favor of (state the motion) say 'yes' 

['AYE']", and after the affirmative vote is 

expressed, "As many as are opposed say 

‘no’". If the presiding officer [CHAIR] is 

in doubt about the result, of the voice vote 

and [HE] calls for a roTT~caTl vote [DIVISION 

OF THE HOUSE], the house shall vote [DIVIDE].

To remove from the rule a reference to a 

sexually explicit pronoun; to remove archaic 

language; and to clarify the procedures on 

voting.



nillE 23 [28]. INDEFINITE POSTPONEMENT.

A measure may be indefinitely postponed by a 

majority vote of the full membership of [ALL 

IlfllBERS 10 WHICH] the house [IS ENJ11LED].

Ihe results of the roll call shall be entered 

in the journal. When a motion to postpone 

has been defeated it shall not be allowed 

again on the same day or at the same stage 

of the bill oi' proposition. When a bill or 

proposition lias been postponed indefinitely 

it may not be acted upon again during the 

life of a legislature except on a motion of 

reconsideration.

W l l l l l  I W I I I I M I



RULE 30 [29], RECONSIDERATION, (a) A 

member who voted on either side of a motion, 

other than a motion to amend a bill or a 

resolution, may give notice of reconsidera­

tion to be taten up on the next legislative 

day, [;] unless [TWO-TIIIRDS OF HIE MEIIBER- 

Sllir- OF] the house, by a vote of two-thirds 

of the full membership, orders the recon* 

sideration taten up on the same day the 

notice of reconsideration is given.

(b) When a notice of reconsideration 

is given, the notice is recorded in the 

journal, and the clerk or secretary may not 

report the measure to the other house until 

the reconsideration is disposed of or the 

time for reconsideration has expired. The 

time for reconsideration expires at adjourn­

ment on the next legislative day unless [A 

MAJORITY OF] the members [PRESENT] agree tc 

extend the period for an additional legisla­

tive day or to another time certain by a

m a jcn ity vote of the members present. 1 f 

the action to be reconsidered is adoption of 

a bill or resolution, the time for recon­

sideration expires at adjournment if the 

adjournment is for a period in excess of 

three days. When a notice of reconsidera­

tion has been given, any member may move on 

the next legislative day for reconsideration 

of the question.

(c) No notice of reconsideration may 

be given at a joint session or on the last 

date on which action could he taken on the 

subject, under consideration.

T o  c l a r i f y  t h e  q u o r u m  r e q u i r m e n t .

T o  r e v i s e  p r o v i s i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  u s e  
o f  t h e  e l e c t r o n i c  v o t i n g  m a c h i n e  i n  t h e  
c o n d u c t  o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  H ie  h o u s e .



(d) Reconsideration shall be once 

automatically extended one legislative day 

if the bouse meets but there is no calendar 

of bills and resolutions prepared for that 

day due to the management policies of that 

house.

(e) Calling up reconsideration on the 

next legislative day automatically places 

the question to be reconsidered again before 

the body in third reading if the question

is the adoption of a measure for which three 

readings are reguiYpd. and opens the question 

for debate! It is subject to all procedural 

motions. When a motion is made that the 

reconsideration be taken up on the same day 

the notice of consideration is given, the 

motion that reconsideration be taken up 011 
the same day be voted upon separately from 

the question to he reconsidered. Calling up 

reconsideration has precedence over every 

motion except a motion to adjourn. Calling 

up reconsideration cancels the previous vote 

on the question to be reconsidered as com­

pletely as though it had never been taken, 

there may be but one reconsideration, even 

though the action of the house after recon­

sideration is opposite from the action of 

the house before reconsideration.

( e )  T o  c l a r i f y  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  m a t e r i a l  w h i c h  
m a y  b e  r e c o n s i d e r e d .



RULE 31 [30]. RESCINDING ACTION, (a) 

The motion to rescind has the effect of 

making ineffective the action previously 

taken. The motion is not in order when the 

question can bo readied giving notice of 

intent to reconsider or if notice of recon­

sideration has already been given. The 

motion to rescind is not in order unless the 

bill or measure is in the possession of the 

house, but the second house may be requested 

to return the bill or measure for that 

p m  pose at any time before final action on 

the bill or measure by the second house. 

Adoption of the motion to rescind cancels 

the previous vote on the question as com­

pletely as though it had never been taken.

(I>) The power to rescind is lost when 

ail authorized act is carried out or the 

legislature has ratified a contract.

(c) Any member may move to rescind 

whether the member [ME] voted on the prevail­

ing side or notA and all subsidiary motions 

can be applied to it as to any oilier main 

motion. 'Ihe motion to rescind may not be 

renewed during the session and is not subject 

to reconsideration. The motion to rescind 

requires the same vote as that required to 

pass the measure originally.

T o  r e m o v e  f r o m  t h e  s u b s e c t i o n  a  r e f e r ­
e n c e  to  a  s e x u a l l y  e x p l i c i t  p r o n o u n .



RULE 32 [31], PREVIOUS QUESTION, (a) 

Ihc precious question [HAY BE ORDERED BY 

JKO-THIRDS OK THE MEMBERS PRESENT] upon all 

recognized motions or amendments which are 

dehat all le may he ordered by a two-thirds 

vote of the members present. If ordered, 

ihe previous question [. ITJ has thiTef feet 

uF cutting off all debate and bringing the 

house to a direct vote upon the motion or 

amendment then pending or which h3s been 

ordered. The question is not debatable and 

cannot be amended.

(b) If the motion is defeated the 

consideration goes on as if the motion had 

not been made. If the motion is sustained 

the presiding officer at once and without 

debate puts the motion or amendment as 

ordered. If an adjournment is had after the 

previous question is ordered, the subject 

comes up in its regular order on the next 

legislative day anil the previous question 

still operates.

T o  c l a r i f y  t h e  v o t e  r e q u i r e d  w h e n  a 
p r e v i o u s  q u e s t i o n  i s  o r d e r e d ,  a n d  to  
c l a r i f y  w h a t  o c c u r s  w h e n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  
q u e s t i o n  i s  o r d e r e d .



o

RillE 33 [32]. DIVlSIDtl Of A QUESTION.

A division of a question cannot be demanded 

as n right by any member. It must be made 

pursuant to a motion stating precisely the 

division asked for. -Tin's motion may be 

amended. The presiding officer may decide, 

subject to an appeal to the house, that the 

division proposed cannot he made. If ap­

pealed to the house, the house decides if it 

can be divided.



o f *

RULE 3T [33], VOTING PROCEDURE, (a) 

General. The vote on final passage of all 

hills and joint resolutions is taken by the 

calling of the roll and the recording of the 

yeas [AYES] and nays [NOES] in the journal.

A roll call vote on any measure may be 

demanded by any member [0NF-F1FTH OF THE 

MEMBERSHIP] of the house. In case of an 

equal vote [DIVISION] on any roll call the 

motion is lost. Except for the name of the 

presiding officer, who always votes last, The 

PPlt] roll calT'of members of the house H  

E'tCEI'I FOR THE NAME OF THE PRESIDING OFFICER, 

WHO ALWAYS VOTES I AST,] shall be rotated 

daily [,] when the voting machine is not 

used.

(b) Abstention. Every member present 

in the house shall vote unless the house for 

special reasons permits a member to abstain. 

All motions excusing a member-from voting 

shall be made before the house divides or 

before the call for the yeas [AYES] and nays 

[HOES] is commenced. A member requesting to 

lie excused from voting may make a brief oral 

statement of the reasons for the [HIS] 

request and the question of granting permis­

sion to abstain shall be taken without 

further debate. A [NO] member may not 

explain a [HIS] votCj, [NOR] may notTllE] 

discuss the question while the yeas [AYES] 

and navs [IIOES]are being called, and may not 

[NOR] change a [MIS] vote after the roll 

call result has been announced. Upon divis­

ion and count of the house of any question a 

[NO] member who is not within the chamber 

may not be [IS] counted. A [NO] member may

Ca) T o  s t a n d a r d i z e  t h e  l a n g u a g e  a s  to  t h e  
v o t e  w h i c h  s h a l l  b e  r e c o r d e d ,  t o  
p e r m i t  a n y  m e m b e r  to  d e m a n d  a r o l l  
c a l l  v o t e ,  a n d  to  r e v i s e  t h e  r u l e  w i t h  
r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  l a n g u a g e  u s e d  t o  r e q u i r e  
t h e  t a k i n g  o f  r o l l  c a l l  v o l e s  i n  r o t a t i o n .

( b )  T o  c o n f o r m  l a n g u a g e  to  a c h a n g e  m a d e  
i n  ( a ) ,  t o  r e m o v e  f r o m  t h e  r u l e  r e f e r ­
e n c e s  to  s e x u a l l y  e x p l i c i t  p r o n o u n s ,  
a n d  to  c o n f o r m  l a n g u a g e  u s e d  lo  
s t a n d a r d  l e g i s l a t i v e  d r a f t i n g  l a n g u a g e .



not [SHALL] be permitted to abstain except 

upon the unanimous consent of the member­

ship.

(c) Use of the electric voting machine.

(1) The electric voting machine 

shall be used whenever a roll call vote is 

required or ordered. If the machine is not 

operating or not operating properly the vote 

shall be taken by calling tlie roll as pro­

vided for in (a) of this rule.

(2) The electric voting machine

is under the control of the presiding officer 

and shall he operated [AT II1S DIRECTION] by 

the chief clerk or secretary or [HIS] desig­

nated deputy of the clerk or secretary at 

the direction of the presiding officer,

t3) When a yea(yes) or nay(rto) 

vote is t.o be taken the presiding officer 

shall slate the question and instruct the 

members to proceed to vote. When time has 

been allowed the members to vote, the pre­

siding officer shall ask; "Has any member 

(ailed to vote?" and after a short pause the 

presiding officer shall direct the clerk in 

charge of the voting machine to close the 

roll. After the roll has been closed, the 

presiding officer shall ask; "Does any 

member desire to change his or her vote?"

If any member does desire to change Urn

( c ) ( 2 )  T o  r e m o v e  f r o m  t h e  s u b s e c t i o n  
r e f e r e n c e s  to  s e x u a l l y  e x - ' '* p r o ­
n o u n s .

( c ) ( 3 )  T o  c o n f o r m  H ie  l a n g u a g e  o r  t h e  
r e q u e s t  f o r  c h a n g e  in  t h e  v o t e s  o f  
m e m b e r s  a t  t h e  t im e  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i s  
c a l l e d  to  a c t u a l  p r a c t i c e ,  a n d  t o  m a k e  
o t h e r  c h a n g e s  to  d e l e t e  o r  a m e n d  
r e f e r e n c e s  to  s e x u a l l y  e x p l i c i t  p r o ­
n o u n s .



[IIIS] vote, the member [HE] shall rise in 

[HIS] place arid address the chair, and upon 

being recognized by the chair, shall state 

a desire [THAT HE DESIRES] to change his 

or her vote. The presiding officer shall 

then direct the clerk to open the roll and 

direct the member recognized to change his 

or her vote. A [HO OTHER] member may not 

vote when the rolls are so opened unless 

the member [HE] is recognized and permitted 

to vote or to change a [HIS] vote. Members 

who have not previously voted may voLe when 

the rolls are so opened, upon being recog­

nized and permitted to vote. After all 

members who desire to vote or to change 

their vote have had an opportunity to do so, 

the presiding officer shall close the roll, 

after which a [HO] member may not [SHALL] be 

permitted to change a [HIS] vote. The 

presiding officer shall then direct the 

clerk to record the vote. The clerk shall 

then transmit the result to the presiding 

officer, who [AND HE] shall announce the 

vote. Ihe result shall [THEM] be recorded 

in the daily journal.

(‘1) Copies of voting records.

Ihe clerk or secretary shall retain one copy 

of the voting record on each question in the 

file of the house and provide one copy for 

the press room file and the files of the 

Legislative Affairs Agency.

(5) Voting stations. A member 

may vote only when at the member's [IIIS] 

desk. When a member other than the regular 

presiding officer is presiding, the presid­

ing officer, if present, and the other iiicin-

( c ) ( 5 )  T o  d e l e t e  r e f e r e n c e s  to  s e x u a l l y  
e x p l i c i t  p r o n o u n s .



her [HE] may direct the chief clerk or 

secretary [SERGEANT-AT-ARMS] to indfcite 

their votes [HIS VOIE AT HIS VOTING STATION],

(6) Misuse of voting station. A 

[HO] member may not vote for another member.

A I; NOR MAY ANY] person may not cast a vote 

7or a member [,] except as otherwise provided 

in these rules. A member who votes for 

another member may be punished in a manner 

the house determines. A person voting for a 

member when not authorized hy this rule is 

barred from the floor of the house and may 

he further punished as the house considers 

proper.

( c ) ( 6 )  T o  c o n f o r m  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  
p a r a g r a p h  to  s t a n d a r d  l e g i s l a t i v e  d r a f t ­
i n g  l a n g u a g e .



RU I£  35 |34). AMENDMENT. Ho n o t i o n  o r  
p r o p o s i t i o n  on  a  s u b j e c t ;  s h a l l  1* a d m i t t e d  
u n d e r  c o l o r  o f  a n e n d m e n t  i f  t h e  s u b j e c t  
m U L e r  i s  d i f f e r e n t  f r u n  t h a t  u n d e r  c o n ­
s i d e r a t i o n .  No am endm en t  u u y  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  
b y  t h e  h o u s e  u n l e s s  s u b m i t t e d  i n  w r i t i n g  a n d  
r e a d  a l o u d  b y  t h e  c l e r k  o r  s e c r e t a r y .  
Amendmen ts  o f f e r e d  b y  a  c a n n i t t e e  s h a l l  b e  
i n c l u d e d  i n  i t s  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  a n d  a t t a c h e d  
t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b i l  1. A b i l ]  i n  s e c o n d  
r e a d i n g  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  a n e n d m e n t  a n d  i s  
t r e a t e d  s e c t i o n  b y  s e c t i o n .  No amendmen t 
may b e  n u d e  t o  a  b i l l  i n  i t s  t h i r d  r e a d i n g  
b u t  t h e  b i l l  n u y  l>e r e t u r n e d  t o  s e c o n d  
r e a d i n g  b y  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  n u m b e r s h i p  o f  
t h e  h o u s e  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  s p e c i f i c  amend­
m e n t .  A t i t l e  may b e  am ended  o r  a  c h a n g e  o f  
s p o n s o r  made i n  t h i r d  r e a d i n g  o r  a f t e r  
p a s s a g e  h y  m a j o r i t y  v o t e ,  b u t  s am e  n u s t  b e  
a c c o m p l i s h e d  b e f o r e  t h e  m e a s u r e  a c t e d  upon  
h a s  b e e n  e n r o l l e d .  W ie n  am endm en t s  t o  t h e  
b o d y  o f  a  b i l l  a f f e c t  t h e  n u m b e r i n g  o f  
s e c t i o n s ,  o r  p a s s a g e  o r  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  
e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  c l a u s e  a f f e c t s  t h e  t i d e ,  t h e  
c l e r k  o r  s e c r e t a r y  may  a e c u n p l i s h  d i e  n e c e s ­
s a r y  c h a n g e s  w i t h o u t  f o r m a l  m o t i o n ,  a n d  s u c h  
c h a n g e s  s h a l  J lx> n o t e d  i n  d i e  j o u r n a l , 
R e s o l u t i o n s  may b e  am ended  i n  d i e  same 
m an n e r  a s  a  b i l 1.
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RUIE 35 [35]. I'REFILIIIG OF BILLS, (a) 

Bills or proposals for hills may he profiled 

will) ilia executive director of the Legisla­
tive Affairs Agency at any time befoie 

January 1. All requests are confidential 

and are limited to hills and those joint 

resolutions proposing amendments to the 

state or federal constitutions. Bills given 

final approval by the sponsor will be as­

signed a number and duplicated during the 

week prior to the convening date of the 
session and made available to the press and 

public. A member may request no more than 

10 bills for prefiling. Drafts of prefiled 

bills not receiving sponsor approval prior 

to Mie convening day of the session will not 

be introduced as prefiled bills, but, at the 

direction of the sponsor, will be prepared 

in final form by the agency staff, subject 

to liiO demands of assigned interim and 

pre-session work.

(b) Prefiled bills are submitted lo 

each house for formal introduction and first 

reading at the commencement of the first 

regular session on the day when the house is 

uigani/ed to the point where it has commit­

tees to receive hills, or on the first day 

ol the second regular session. Prefiled 

hills are read and referred Lo committee in 

advance of other hills.



RULE 37 [36], INTRODUCTION OF BILLS.

(a) Any member, group of members, standing^ 

[OR] special, or joint committee may introduce 

a bill, subject to tTie provisions of these 

Uniform Rules. A bill must be introduced^ 

in proper form as approved by the enrol ling 

secretary of the legislature, with the 

original and two carbon copies delivered to 

the chief clerk or secretary. The bill is 

then assigned a number which it retains 

through subsequent changes and substitu­

tions. The bill is considered formally 

introduced when the clerk or secretary reads 

the heading and title aloud in open session 

(first reading). Bills may be introduced 

through the Rules Committees by the governor 

and tiie permanent interim committees pursuant 

to provisions of law.

(b) Ihe original copy of a bill or 

resolution, or any substitute therefor, 

remains at all times in the custody of the 

chief clerk or secretary. When the original 

copy has been photographed for duplication 

each page of the bill is marked or stamped 

"original copy". The first carbon of the 

original bill is jacketed and marked "com­

mittee copy" and is delivered on receipt Lo 

the chairman of the committee of first 

reference. The "committee copy" is the 

official copy used to accompany committee 

reports within a house. If the committee 

copy is iost or is not otherwise available a 

certified photocopy of the original copy may 

be used. The original of the enrolled copy 

is used for certification by each house for 

transmittal to the governor.

T o  a l l o w  j o i n t  c o m m i t t e e s  to  i n t r o d u c e  
b i l l s ,  a s s u r e  t h a t  a l l  b i l l s ,  w h e n  i n t r o ­
d u c e d ,  a r e  o f f e r e d  in  a f o rm  w h i c h  
c o n f o r m s  to  t h e  r u l e s  a n d  r e q u i r e m e n t s  
o f  t h e  d r a f t i n g  m a n u a l .
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RUI.E 38 [37]. HIS10RY OF BILLS. A 

separate history of the bills of each house 

shall be maintained [BY THE BILL HISTORIAN 

ASSIGNED TO PERFORM THE DUTY] for both 

houses by the Legislative Affairs Agency.

The agency [HISTORIAN] shall, in cooperation 

with the the legislators who chair [CHAIRMEN 

OF] the Rules Committees and the chief clerk 

and senate secretary, maintain a current 

record on all bills and resolutions and 

publish a weekly report on the status of the 

bills of each house.

T o  r e m o v e  f r o m  I h e  r u l e  a  r e f e r e n c e  to  a n  
a l l e g e d l y  s e x u a l l y  e x p l i c i t  t e r m ,  a n d  to  
c o n f o r m  b i l l  h i s t o r y  p r o c e d u r e s  to  c u r r e n t  
p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  r e c o r d i n g  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  
a c t i v i t y  o n  b i l l s .
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RULE 39 [38], ACTION ON BILLS, (a) 

Number of readings. A [NO] bill may not 

become law unless it lias passed three separ­

ate readings in each house on three separate 

days, except that any bill may be advanced 

from second to third reading on the same day 

by a [CONCURRENCE OF] three-fourths vote of 

the full membership of the house considering 

it! [Constitution, Art. II, Sec. 14)

(b) First Reading. The first reading 

consists ol a reading aloud by the clerk or 

secretary of the following information: the 

house of origin, the bill number, the sponsor, 

and the title of the bill, e.g., "In the

House, House Bill No. ..., by ...... and

 , A bill for an Act entitled, 'An Act

relating to a code of ethics for state 

employees."1 The bill is then referred by 

the presiding officer to one or more com­

mittees [A COMMITTEE]. The house may by a 

majority vote of the ful1 membership of the 

house refer Lhi'biTl to any other standing

or special committee.

(c) Second Reading. When a bill 

appears on the calendar for second reading 

it is read in the same manner as in the 

first reading unless [A MAJORITY OF] the 

members present order by a majority vote of 

the full membership of the bouse that it be 

read in fuTT! When the seconcTreading of 

the bill and the accompanying committee 

report is completed the bill is then before 

the house for amendment. If a proposed 

amendment is tabled it does not carry with 

it or prejudice the bill. When all amend­

ments have been made the presiding officer

( a )  T o  c o n f o r m  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  r u l e  to  
s t a n d a r d  l e g i s l a t i v e  d r a f t i n g  l a n g u a g e ,  
a n d  l o  c l a r i f y  t h e  v o l e  r e q u i r e d  lo  
a d v a n c e  a b i l l  f r o n t  s e c o n d  l o  t h i r d  
r e a d i n g  o n  t h e  s a m e  l e g i s l a t i v e  d a y .

( b )  T o  c l a r i f y  t h a t  a b i l l  m a y  b e  r e f e r r e d  
to  o n e  o r  m o r e  c o m m i t t e e s ,  to c l a r i f y  
t h e  v o t e  r e q u i r e d  lo  t r a n s m i t  a  b i l l  
w h i c h  i s  b e f o r e  t h e  h o u s e  in  f i r s t  
r e n d i n g  l o  a c o m m i t t e e  o t h e r  t h a n  a 
c o m m i t t e e  to  w h i c h  r e f e r r a l  w a s  m a d e  
b y  t h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r ,  a n d  to 
e s t a b l i s h  t h e  m in im u m  v o l e  b y  w h i c h  
t h e  m e m b e r s  m a y  r e q u i r e  a b i l l  t o  b e  
r e f e r r e d  l o  a d d i t i o n a l  c o m m i t t e e s .

( c )  T o  c l a r i f y  t h e  v o t e  r e q u i r e d  to  h a v e  a 
b i l l  in  s e c o n d  r e a d i n g  r e a d  in  f u l l ,  a n d  
to  c l a r i f y  t h e  v o l e  r e q u i r e d  lo  o r d e r  a 
b i l l  e n g r o s s e d  p r e p a r a t o r y  to  a d v a n c e ­
m e n t  to  t h i r d  r e a d i n g .



directs the clerk or secretary to have the 

bill engrossed with all amendments approved 

by the house and to certify its proper 

engrossment on the following legislative 

day. When the clerk or secretary reports 

the bill back properly engrossed it is then 

delivered to the Rules Committee for place­

ment on the calendar for third reading and 

final consideration. Three-fourths of the 

full membership of the house may order that 

the bill be considered engrossed upon the 

completion of the second reading for the 

purpose of advancing it from second to third 

reading on the same day.

(d) Third Reading. On its third 

reading the bill is read by heading and 

title only. The question on third reading 

of a bill is upon its final passage and no 

amendments may be considered. Ho bill may 

become law without an affirmative majority 

o( the membership of each house. The yeas 

and lines on final passage, noting the name 

and vote of each member, shall be entered in 

Lhe journal. The bill is then engrossed or 

enrolled, as appropriate, at the direction 

of the clerk or secretary.

(e) If a bill or portion of a bill 

contains matter changing a supreme court 

rule governing practice and procedure in 

civil or criminal cases^ the bill must 

contain a section expressly citing Lhe rule 

and noting what change is being proposed.

The section containing the change in a court 

rule must ho approved by an affirmative vole 

of two-thirds of the full membership of each 

[MEHnr.RSIlIP TU WHICH lllE] house"TlS £iF

TITLtl)|. If the section effecting a change

( e )  T o  c l a r i f y  l h e  v o l e  r e q u i r e d  l o  a p p r o v e  
m a t e r i a l  c o n t a i n i n g  a c h a n g e  i n  c o u r t  
r u l e .



in the court rule fails to receive the 

required two-Ihirds vote^ Lhe section is 

void and without effect and is deleted from 

the bill. The fact that a hill contains a 

section which changes a court rule shall 

also be noted in the title of the bill.

(^) If a bill or portion of a bill

contains material which ii3S an elfective (late 

oilier than the date winch is 90 days alter 

The bTTT becomes jaw, the In  11 must contain 

a fiction or sections setting out the pro- 

Ptised effective date or dates, ihe section 

or sections relating to the el~fective dates 

must be approved by an affirmative vote ot 

two-thirds of tTTe full membership of each 

house. li'a section setting~out an eifec- 

1 lv.e ilate~faj!s to receive the required two- 

th i r tis vote in either house, the seel ion is 

void anti without effect and is deleted from 

the l.n r  ~Tiie tact that a~17iTl contains a 

sect ion !ii]£l2_sets_ out an effective date 

iiiafi also be noted in tlie title of the bill.

(g) [(f)] A bill may be recommitted 

any lime before passage.

( f )  T o  a d d  a  p r o v i s i o n  d e s c r i b i n g  l h e
m a n n e r  o f  a p p r o v a l  o f  a  b i n  h a v i n g  a n  
" e f f e c t i v e  d a l e  c l a u s e . "

■ « = >



RULE £0 [39]. COURSE OF BILLS. When a 

bill has passed the house in which it origi­

nated and has been certified as properly 

engrossed by the clerk or secretary and 

photographed for duplication (if changes 

have been made), it shall be signed by the 

presiding officer and the clerk or secretary. 

The clerk or secretary shall transmit the 

original and committee copies of the bill on 

receipt to the other house. When the second 

house receives the message accompanying the 

engrossed bill and reporting its passage, 

the bill shall be read by the clerk or 

secretary for the first time and then re­

ferred by the presiding officer to one or 

more committees [A COMMITTEE] for subsequent 

action by that house.

T o  c l a r i f y  t h a t  a  b i l l  m a y  b e  r e f e r r e d  
o n e  o r  m o r e  c o m m i t t e e s .



RIJIK 4d [A O ] . AMENDMENTS IN  OTHER 
1101 IS It!. When ci l ) i  11, r e s o l u t i o n ,  o r  c  i t :  at: i o n  
p a s s e d  i n  o n e  l o u s e  i s  u m j i i d e d  i n  t h e  o c h e r  
h o u s e , t h e  l i i  11, r e s o h i t i o n ,  o r  c i t a t i o n  
w i t h  c e r t i f i e d  a n e m t i c n t s  i s  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  
h o u s e  o f  o r i g i n  r e q u e s t i n g  c o n c u r r e n c e .  I h e  
w t o  o n  c o n c u r r e n c e  i n  am e in lm en t s  i s  t a k e n  
b y  t h e  c a l l i n g  o f  t h e  r o l l  an t i  t h e  r e c o r d i n g  
o f  t h e  y e n s  .- jn F n a y s  i n  t h e  j o u r n a l .  Adop ­
t i o n  r e q u i r e s  a  m i j o r i t v  v o t e  o f  t h e  h i l l  
i n em lx n ' s l i i n  i n  e a c h  h o u s e ?  I t  c o n c u r r e n c e  i s  
h a i l  t h e  c l e r k  o r  s e c r e t a r y  n o t e s  t h e  c o n c u r ­
r e n c e  i n  t h e  j o u r n a l ,  i n f o r m s  t h e  o t h e r  
h o u s e  o f  t h e  c o n c u r r e n c e ,  a n d  p r o c e e d s  t o  
h a v e  t h e  b i l l  o r  r e s o l u t i o n  e n r o l l e d  f o r  c e r ­
t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  t r a n s m i t t a l  t o  t h e  g o v e n i o r .

b ^

To  c o n f o rm  t h e  r u l e  t o  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r e ­
q u i r e m e n t ,  [On May 4, 1979 t h e  s u p r em e  
c o u r t  i n  P l m i l e y  v .  H a l e  <59A P . 2d 497) 
h o l d  t h a t  t h e  t e r m  " t i n a l  p a s s a g e "  u s e d  i n  
A r t i c l e  I I ,  S e c t i o n  14 o f  t h e  A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u ­
t i o n  r e f e r s  t o  C h a t  v o t e  w h i c h  i s  t h e  f i n a l  
o n e  i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  h o u s e  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  
a  p a r t i c u l a r  b i l l  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  r e q u i r e ­
m e n t s  o f  p a s s a g e  b y  a  m a j o r i t y  v o t e  o f  t h e  
m e m b e r s h ip  o f  t h e  h o u s e  a n d  r e c o r d i n g  o f  
t h e  y e a s  a n d  n a y s  o n  t h e  v o t e  a p p l y  t o  a n y  
v o t e  w h i c h  may b e  f i n a l . I n  a  f o o t n o t e  i t  
e x p r e s s l y  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  v o t e  o n  c o n c u r ­
r e n c e  Co o r  r e c e d i n g  f r o m  am en dm en t s  c a n  
b e  a  f i n a l  v o t e .  P r e s e n t  p r a c t i c e  i s  t o  
f o l l o w  t h i s  p r o c e d u r e ,  b u t  i t  i s  n o t  e x p r e s s l y  
r e q u i r e d  i n  t h e  r u l e . ] ,  a n d  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  
m an n e r  o f  h a n d l i n g  am endm en ts  t o  r e s o l u t i o n s  
a n d  c i t a t i o n s .



RULE 42 (411. CONFERENCE COMMITTEE.
(a) I f  onTThouse re fu ses  Co concur in  the 
ancntiiunts o f the o th e r i t  so n o t i f ie s  the 
amending house and req u e sts  th a t i t  recede 
frcin i t s  amendments, lh e  vo te 011 receding 
fra n  anendmcnts is  taken by the c a l l i n g _of 
the  r o l l  and the record ing  of the yeas and 
nays in  the jo u rn a l?  A house recedes from 
i t s  micnctrunts only  by a m a jo rity  vote of the 
f u l l  membership of the house. I f  the house 
re fu se s  to  recede, the p resid in g  o f f ic e r  of 
each house appo in ts th re e  members to  s i t  as 
a Conference Conmittee [ON CONFERENCE]. Ihe  
conm ittee meets when m utually agreeable to  
i t s  me mixers . I f  the canni t te e  read ies  (AND 
WHEN] agreement on p rev iously  adopted amend­
ments to  a b i l l  adopted by e i th e r  house [IS 
REACHED), th e  c a n n itte e  then submits an iden­
t i c a l  rep o r t to  each bouse. Hie rep o rt is  
not su b je c t to  amendment in  e i th e r  house. I f  
the re p o rt i s  adopted by each house (bO'iTi 
HOUSES] the b i l l  i s  e n ro lle d , signed, and 
tran sm itted  to  the governor. I f  the numbers 
of the  Conference C annittee cannot agree on 
aiimid'ients, o r  i f  one or lu th  houses re fu ses 
to  adopt  the c a n n ittc e  re p o r t,  the  Conference 
Coninittcc submits an id e n tic a l w ri tte n  rep o rt c-r" 
to  each house l i s t in g  the s p e c if ic  po in ts  of 
disagreem ent fo r which the c a n n itte e  requests  
powvrs~of fre e  conference. Hie p resid in g  
o f f ic e r  of cach~Fiouse miy then g ive lim ited  
powers of fre e  conference only 011 the sp e c if ic  
■'Q in ts l i s t e d . (IT IS IN ORDER AT ANY TIME 
TO GRANT POWERS OF FREE CONFERENCE TO HIE 
COMMITTEE ON OONFEKENCE. ] I f  the ntinliers o f 
a Conference [HIE] C annittee w ith lim ite d  
ixiwcrs of f re e  conference [ON CONFERENCE)

(a) To c l a r i f y  the vo te req u ired  vhen a 
house recedes fran  an amendment; Lo 
conform the ru le  to  the  c o n s titu t io n a l 
requirem ent [O11 May 4, 1979 our 
supreme c o u r t in  Plumloy v. Hale  (594 
P .2d 497) held  th a t the term " f in a l 
passage" used in  A rtic le  I I ,  S ection  14 
o f the  Alaska C o n s titu tio n  r e fe r s  to  
th a t  vote which i s  the f in a l one in  a 
p a r t ic u la r  house w ith re feren ce  Lo a 
p a r t ic u la r  b i l l  and th e re fo re  th e  r e ­
quirem ents o f passage by a m ajo rity  
vo te of th e  membership o f  the house 
and record ing  of the  ye,as and nays on 
th e  vote apply to  any vo te which may 
be f i n a l . In  a fo o tn o te  i t  exp ressly  
po in ted  out th a t  vote on concurrence 
to  o r receding from amendments can be 
a f in a l v o te . P resen t p ra c tic e  i s  to  
fo llow  th is  procedure, but i t  is  not 
ex p ressly  requ ired  in  the r u le . ] ;  
to  preclude use o f f re e  conference 
ca iro ttte e s  to  reso lv e  d if fe re n c e s  in  
versions o f a  b i l l  passed by each 
house u n ti l  a  caw nittec on conference 
w ith lim ited  powers of f re e  conference 
bus had an opportun ity  to  reso lve 
d iffe ren ce s  between tile b i l l s ;  and to  
l im it  a conference ennm ittue member 
f ra n  being appointed to  a fre e  con­
ference c a n n itte e .



cannot agree on amendiunts^ o r  one or both 
houses re fu ses  to  adopt the conm ittee [ITS] 
re p o r t,  i t  i s  then in  o rder to  appoint a 
Free Conference Conmittee [ON FREE CONFER­
ENCE] . A iminlier v.iio served on a Conference 
Conmittee o r  a Conference Cuiiinittee with 
lim ired  powers  o f tre e  conference miy not lo  
appointed to  a subsequent Conference Cannit- 
te c  o r Free Conference Conmittee concerning 
the sain; measure. llie  vote on adoption o f  a 
conference c a n n itte e  rep o rt i s  taken by the 
c a l l in g  of the r o l l  and the record ing  o f the 
yeas [AYES] and nays in  the jo u rn a l. Adop­
tio n  req u ires  a m ajo rity  vote of the fu l l  
membership o f each [IDE] house.

(b) A [THE] Free Conference Coninlltco 
[ON FREE CONFERENCE I i s  appointed in  the same 
manner as a Conference Conmittee [ON CONFER­
ENCE] and nny suggest in  i t s  re p o rt any new 
amendments c le a r ly  genuine to  the question . 
When a m ajo rity  of the membership o f [ON] the 
conm ittee f ra n  each house agrees [AGREE] on 
amendments [TO BE PROPOSED] , the amenilments 
a re  a t ta d ie d  to  th e  b i l l  and reported  back 
to  each house in  an id e n tic a l re p o r t,  lh e  
re p o rt i s  not su b je c t to  amendment in  e i th e r  
house. I f  the  re p o rt i s  adopted in  each 
house [BOIll HOUSE!]] the b i l l  is  then ordered 
e n ro lled  by i t s  house of o r ig in . IC the 
members of a Free Conference C annittee f a i l  
[ON FREE CONFERENCE FAILS] to  agree on amend­
ments o r one or loot It houses refuses to  adopt 
the f re e  conference [ITS] re p o rt [IS NOT 
AUDITEDf, a second Free Conference C annittee 
[ON FREE CONFERENCE) nay be appointed^ but no 
nunber o f the f i r s t  conmLLtee may be reap-

y r V
'jb ?

To l im it  the  adopt on of amendments in  
a f re e  conference c a n n ittc e  re p o rt to  
amendments v.hieh a re  " c le a r ly "  germane; 
to  perm it adoption o f a f re e  conference 
c a n n itte e  rep o rt only i f  24 hours has 
elapsed a f t e r  the rep o rt lias been 
p r in te d  and d is t r ib u te d  to  members; and 
to  c l a r i f y  the vote requ ired  to  adopt a 
f re e  conference c a n n ittee  re p o r t.



p o in te d . A fre e  conference rep o rt may not be 
voted on by the house u n t i l  a t  le a s t  24 liours 
a f t e r  tlie rq io r t  i s  dup licated  and delivered  
to  the c h ie f  c le rk  o r se c re ta ry  o f the house 
to r  d is t r ib u t io n  to  each ineirilxer. lh e  ch ie f 
c le rk  o r~ sec re tary  shall-  c e r t i f y  tlie t in e  
o f d e liv e ry  of the rep o rt fo r  recording in  
the jo u rn a l, 'lhe vote on adoption of a f re e  
conference conm ittee rep o rt is  taken by the 
c a l l in g  o f die r o l l  and the recording of the 
yeas [AYES] and nays in  the jo u rn a l. Adop­
tio n  req u ire s  a m ajo rity  vote of th e  f i l l  
luaiibership o f each [HIE] house.

£ /



RlUI 1-121. ENROLLMENT. (a) When a 

hill has pissed both houses lhe presiding 

officer of the house of origin directs that 

it he enrolled. The clerk or secretary 

transmits the engrossed bill to the enroll­

ing secretary of the legislature, who, villi 

lhe levisor of statutes, checks the bill 

(SlAif Of THE LLUlrVE^TiFFAliTS-^UEdC'T,

HAS IHE DILL CHECKED FOR FORM AMD LEGAL 

LOIll[IIIJ before placement in final form 

according to tlie legislative drafting manual. 

Ihe enrol liny secretary is authorized Lo 

correct form and manifest errors which are 

cleiif.il, typographical t or errors in speTI ing 

or errors hy way o~f additions or onvfTFions. 

l|ic enrol Ting secretary is regm  red to report 

eri 01 s" hy way of addition or oniiTsion and 

ill i ii:ieiicies when'the h il'l is returned lo the

iiiuisr of orfnin. When an error or deficiency

lias'i'oeii f . iVPDKIBiPiiR'At ERFiOlR AND LTEIilCAL 

iiilfllitS, WIICII A CLERICAL CORRECTION HAS UEEII 

|lA()f. AMD) reported, the clerk or secretary 

shall advise the presiding officers of both 

hoii'-es before the bill is signed and trans- 

mi lied to the governor.

(h) Bills consisting of several pages

10-i.-d not lie foimally enrolled if the presid­

ing officer [111 IIIS 0ISCRE1I0II] announces 

that, (or reasons of economy and time,

Iniuiil enrollment is being waived. If

miolImerit is waived, and the presiding 

officer of the other house consents, liie 

first page and signatory pages of the bill 

will In; enrolled and then affixed to the en- 

gios'.ed hill along with any certified amend*

11-ots and vihoii signed hy the officers of 

both houses will be Lratismilied to the

To recognize c u r re n t  bill review 
p rac tice s , and to deline p ro ced u res  by 
which e r ro rs  in n bill which are  found 
as p a r t of the enrolling p rocess may 
be co rrec ted , and changes which affect 
tlie legal con ten t of a bill may be 
formally rep o rted  lo the members of 
the leg isla tu re and to the public .

To remove from Ihe rule a re feren ce  to 
a sexually  explicit pronoun.



governor with a letter noting that enroll­

ment was vaived. Engrossment of such bills 

may also be waived in the same manner.



RULE 44 [43]. TIME LIMIT OH INTRODUC­

TION. Ho BTll or resolution other than one 

sponsored by a standing committee may he 

introduced after the thirty-fifth day of the 

second regular session of the legislature.
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RULE 45 [44]. VETOED BILLS. The 

governor may veto a bill or by veto stride 

or reduce an item in an appropriation bill, 

lhe governor [HE1 shall return the vetoed 

hi 1 i or the bill in which an appropriation 

item /as stricken or reduced with a state­

ment of (IIIS] objections to the house of 

origin. The receipt of the bill and veto 

statement are noted in the journal, and the 

other house is promptly requested to meet in 

joint session to reconsider passage of the 

vetoed hill or item. The vote on recon­

sideration of a vetoed bill or item is 

entered in the journal of both houses.

Hills to raise revenue and appropriation 

hills or items, although vetoed, become law 

upon reconsideration by the affirmative vote 

of three-fourths of the full membership of 

the legislature sitting in joint session as 

one body. Other veLoed pills become law 

upon reconsideration by the affirmative vote 

of two-thirds of the full membership of Lhe 

legislature sitting in joint session as one 

body [.] (Secs. 15 and lf>, Art. II, StaLe 

C'institution)^ Hills vetoed after adjourn- • 

m"ul of any regular session shall be returned 

will, a statement of the governor's [IIIS] 

objections to the Legislative Affairs Agency 

and may be reconsidered by the full member­

ship ol the legislature sitting as one body 

nut later than the fifth day after the next 

regular session or any intervening special 

session convenes during that legislature.

To remove from the ru le  re ferences to 
sexually  explicit p ronouns.
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RULE 46 [45]. CONFIRMATION OF APPOINT- 

MENTS. Appointments by the governor are 

made pursuant to AS 39.05.080. Such appoint­

ments are subject to confirmation by a 

majority vote of the full membership of the 

legislature [SITTING] in joint session [AS 

ONE BODY]. (Secs. 25 and 26, Art. Ill,

State Constitution)

To clarify  the vote requ ired  to confirm 
appo in tees.
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RULE 47 [46]. BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

CARRV OVER. Bills and resolutions introduced 

in the first regular session of a legisla- 

ture which are not passed or not withdrawn, 

defeated, vetoed, or indefinitely postponed, 

carry over into the second regular session 

of the same legislature in the same reading 

or status they were in at the time of adjourn­

ment. [JOINT RESOLUTIONS PROPOSING OR 

RATIFYING AMENDMENTS TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION 

OR PROPOSING AMENDMENTS TO THE STATE CONSTI­

TUTION CARRY OVER IN THE SAME MANNER AS 

Bit LS. ALL OTHER FORMS OF RESOLUTIONS 

EXPIRE WITH THE ADJOURNMENT OF THE FIRST 

REGULAR SESSION.]

To allow all reso lutions in troduced  d u n n y  the 
f irs t session to be ca rried  over into a second 
session .



RULE 48 [47]. DISCHARGE OF BILLS FROM 

COMMITTEE. *(a) If the majority of the full 

membership of a standing^ [OR] specii], or 

lo m t  committee desire that any legislation 

pending before the committee be considered, 

they may present the request, in writing, to 

the presiding officer. The presiding officer 

shall sign the request and this action shall 

be noted in the journal. The committee 

chairman affected shall schedule the speci­

fied legislation for consideration within 

three days after transmittal of the request 

by the presiding officer to the committee 

chairman.

(b) If the chairman does not adhere to 

the provisions of (a) of this rule [SECTION], 

the particular legislation to be scheduled 

shall automatically be referred to the next 

committee of reference on the fourth day 

following the transmittal of the request to 

the chairman.

(c) Bills in the Rules Committee of 

each house shall be placed on the daily 

calendar in second reading within three days 

after receipt of a request signed by a [THE] 

majority of the full membership of the com­

mittee and the presiding officer [,] follow- 

ing the procedure provided in (a) of this 

rule to place [SECTION, THAT] a particular 

item of legislation [BE PLACED] on the 

calendar.

(d) Nothing in this rule [SECTION] 

prevents an oral motion to discharge a bill 

from committee by any member of the body at 

any time.

(a ) To clarify  the vole req u ired  lo d ischarge 
a bill from a committee, and to apply the 
d ischarged  ru le  lo joint committees.

(b )  To co rrec t a re fe ren ce .

(c )  To co rrec t a re fe ren ce , and to clarify  
the  requirem ents u n d e r which a bill in 
the possession of the Mules Committee 
shall be placed on the ca lendar.

(d )  To co rrec t a re feren ce .
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RULE 4V [48]. RESOLUTIONS. (a) The 
only type oF instrum ent o th e r than a b i l l  
o r  citaL lon  au tho rized  tinder th ese  Unifomi 
ToTles is  a re so lu tio n . [UNLESS SPECIFICAILY 
PROVIDICD FUR IN THE HlJiJ-iS A RESOLUTION 
REQUIRES A MAJORITY VOTE FDR APPROVAL]. The 
types and uses of re so lu tio n s  a re  as follows

(1) [ (a )]  A sim ple re so lu tio n  is  
a formal ized n o tio n  passed hy one house only 
and bearing the heading "House R esolution" 
o r  "Senate R eso lu tion". I t  may lie used to  
express the w ill ,  w ish, view, op in ion , 
sympathy, or req u est o f the house adopting 
i t .  The s in g le  re so lu tio n  sh a ll he used to  
e s ta b l is h  a specia l ccm nittee . I t  does not 
req u ire  c a n n ittee  r e f e r r a l ,  th ree  read ings, 
o r a r o l l  c a ll v o te . Approval o f  a sim ple 
r e so lu tion  req u ires  a n o jo r i ty  vote of the 
Till 1 iien tersh ip  o f tlie house.

(2) 1(b)] A spec ia l re so lu tio n  
headed "House Special R eso lu tion" o r "Senate 
Special R esolution" i s  used only fo r the 
purpose o f expe lling  a number under p ro­
v is io n s o f  Sec. 12, A rt. I I ,  o f the S ta te  
C o n s titu tio n , The spec ia l re so lu tio n  r e ­
qu ires a  re fe r ra l  to  tlie Rules C ann ittee , 
th ree  read ings, and a [CONCURRENCE OF] 
tw o-th irds vote o f the f u l1 membership o f  
the  house for approval.

(3) [ (c )]  A concurren t re so lu tio n  
i s  s im ila r to  the sim ple re so lu tio n  but 
r e f le c ts  the  wil 1, wish, view o r d ec is ion  of 
both houses speaking concu rren tly . I t  is  
used p a r t ic u la r ly  to  handle the in te rn a l 
business o f the le g is la tu r e ,  e , g . , ad journ­
ment of the le g is la tu re ,  suspension and 
aiiendnent of Lhe Uniform Rules, req u estin g  
a c tio n  of executive agencies and in te rim

(a )  To delete general voting requirem ents 
applicable to all regu la tions.

(a ) (1 )  To req u ire  use of a simple resolution 
to estab lish  a special committee, and to 
indicate the vole req u ired  lo adopt a 
simple resolution .

(a ) (2 )  To indicate tlie vote req u ired  lo 
adop l a special reso lu tion .

(a ) (3 )  To req u ire  use oT a co n cu rren t
resolution  to es tab lish  a joint committee, 
and to indicate the vote req u ired  to 
adopt a co n cu rren t resolution .



ca iin i.ttees , [; ] and fix in g  the t in e  aiui 
p lace fo r J o in t  asse triilie s . This re so lu tio n  
i s  a lso  used for e s ta b lish in g  io in t  commit- 
je i'S  lAinidLI.ltll RTXHII AT1GMS PKCMUI.GATEr)
ItlliiTK HIE ADMINISTRATIVE PKOCEOURE ACr].
’Illis re so lu tio n  does not req u ire  eom nittce 
r e f e r r a l ,  th ree  read in g s, o r  anything o th e r 
than approval o f a [THE] m a jo rity  vote of 
tlie fill I nvmkirshTp o f each [THE] house 
un less o therw ise req u ired  by the ru le s .

(4) [(d )]  A sp e c ia l concurrent 
re so h P 'o n  i s  enployed to  consider [WHEN THE 
lECIi” .CURE IS (Xins'lOEirnlJj d isapproval o f 
an executive o rder o f the governor la id  
befo re  the le g is la tu r e  under p rov isions o f 
Sec. 23, A rt. I l l ,  o f th e  S ta te  C onstitu ­
t io n . Hi i s  re so lu tio n  n u st be considered by 
a jo in t  com nittee and may lv> adopted by a 
m ajo rity  vute o f the  ful 1 memliership o f the 
le g is la tu re  in  j o in t  se ssio n  w ithout r e ­
course to th ree  read ings.

(5) [ (e )]  A jo in t  re so lu tio n  is  
the must torm.il type of re so lu tio n  and is  
adopted by both houses and then signed by 
tlie governor as a m in is te r ia l  fo rm ality .
The jo in t  re so lu tio n  i3  tre a te d  in  a l l  
re sp ec ts  as a h i l l  hut i t  i s  not su b je c t to  
v e to . Ft i s  u su a lly  reserved fo r addressees 
o u ts id e  the  s t a 'e .  This re so lu tio n  i s  used 
mainly to express the view or wish o f the 
le g is la tu re  to the P residen t, the Congress 
o r agencies o f  the United S ta te s  Government 
o r the governments o f o th e r s ta te s .  I t  is  
requ ired  fo r proposing o r ra t i fy in g  amend­
ments to  the U. S. C o n s titu tio n , proposing

(a ) (4 )  To indicate the vote req u ired  lo 
adopt a special co n cu rren t resolution .

(a ) (5 )  To indicate the vote requ ired  to 
adopt a joint resolution,



amemlnents to  tlie S ta te  C o n s titu tio n  under 
p rov isions o f  Sec. 1, A rt. X III, o f  the 
S ta te  C o n s titu tio n , and fo r  d isapproval o f 
local govermiunt boundary changes recom­
mended by the lo c a l Boundary Commission 
under p rov isions o f  Sec. 12, A rt. X, o f the 
S ta te  C o n s titu tio n , Approval o f  a jo in t  
reso lu tio n  req u ires  a n . J o r i ty  vo te of the 
f u l l  nen lersh ip~ot each house.

00  All re so lu tio n s  passed by one or 
lo th  Houses a re  se n t to  the governor as a 
m atter o f inform ation and fo r  permanent 
f i l in g  w ith  the lie u te n a n t governor. Thr 
lie u te n an t governor sends e n ro lled  copies o f 
jo in t  re so lu tio n s  to  the fed e ra l and o ther 
s ta te  o f f ic e r s ,  agencies and ju r is d ic t io n s .  
The tra n sm itta l  o f  copies o f a l l  o ther 
re so lu tio n s  to  designated  addressees is  the 
ro s jx m s ib ilily  o f  the le g is la t iv e  A ffa irs  
Agency.



RULE SO [.}•)]. LEGISLATIVE CITATIONS.

(a} Tlie appropriate instrument for express­

ing commendation, condolences, appreciation 

or congratulations to an individual or a 

group, or to recognize a particular event or 

occasion, is a "Legislative Citation" ap­

proved by both houses. The contents of the 

citation expressing the sentiment of the 

legislature will he typed on a special 

presentation form suitable for framing and 

bear the signature of the presiding officers.

(b) A member or members may introduce 

a citation by submitting it Lo Lhe Rules 

Committee on a form prescribed in the legis­

lative drafting manual. Unless handled as 

piovided in (c) of this section, the [IMtTJ 

name of the person, group or occasion being 

noted along with the names of the sponsors 

will be listed under special business on the 

daily calendar of the subsequent day and be 

voted upon by the house. Approval will be 

noted in the journal. When action in the 

second house is completed the citation will 

lie enrolled in final form, signed hy the 

presiding officers, and sent to the appropri­

ate person.

(c) The person who chairs the Rules 

Con.mitleo of each house m a y , from time to 

*'!!!£sJosiqnate Citation Cunsent CaTendar 

days, idion tile C itatTon't.onsent Calendar

li considered as' a special '.Trier of business, 

a j eul j I a tor may object to the m e  I us ion of 

a^c 11S11rin or may propose amendments lo a 

cititioiT fJ ej ther~event occu rs, the 

I '311 ic u i a r cil a Linn cone erned s ball be 

removed linm the consent calendar and ~p.ro-

1 o provide an exception to the general 

procedure for handling citations to 

recognize use of citation consent 

calendars.

T o authorize the use of cilntion co n­

sent calmdars and describe tho h a n ­

dling of citations w h e n  calendars are 

used,



cessed in accordance with (b) of this rule. 

tinly one recorded vole need be taken ami U]e 

piie“voie sliafl stand as the vote on t'iiiai 

passage as to ali'tlie citations on the Cita­

tion Consent Calendar.



RULE y  [BO], JOINT SESSIONS. A joint 

session nay be called by agreement of the 

presiding officers of both houses or by 

either house by motion adopted by a majority 

vote of the ful1 membership of Lhe house.

If a joint session is called by a house the 

house calling the session shall propose a 

time for the session. The other house may 

agree to meet in joint session at the time 

proposed or set another time within the 

three-day period following the time proposed 

lhe president of the senate in the presence 

oi the speaker of the house presides over 

joint sessions and the joint sessions are 

governed by the Uniform Rules. When a roll 

call vole is retpiired to deal with any 

subject being considered in joint session 

the members of the house of representatives 

may use the electric voting machine for the 

rull call if the members of the house of 

"•presentjiljyes,_hy a majority vote of the 

llllfliiiits Of lilt j full membership of the 

house of representatives, aciree [AGREES] Lo 

the use of the electric voting machine in 

place of the ora) roll call.

To clarify  the vote req u ired  when members 
of a house seek a joint session , and to 
clarify  language rela ting  to use of the 
vo ting  machine for a roll call vole for 
members of the house of rep re se n ta tiv es  
d u rin g  a joint session .



RULE 52 [51]. AOJOURHHEHT. Neither 

house may adjourn or recess for longer than 

three days unless the other concurs.

(Sec. 10, Art. II, State Constitution) 

Adoption of a concurrent resolution by a 

majority of the full membership of each 

house constitutes concurrence. A motion to 

adjourn or recess a session is in order when 

it is the intention of the legislature to

recess or adjourn to a day certain. A

motion to adjourn sine die is in order only

at the end of a second regular session or a

special session.



RULE 53 [bl’J. ADOPT ion AIID AMENDMENT 

OF RliI.ES, lhe Uniform Rules of each legis- 

Inline shall he adopted in joint session by 

a majority vote cf the fulj membership of 

each house. Thereafter the Uniform Rules 

may be amended only by the adoption of a 

concurrent resolution by a two-thirds vote 

of the full membership of~each house. When 

the rules are affected by constitutional and 

statutory changes, the Legislative Council 

will effect Lhe necessary formal revision in 

the next printing of the rules and inform 

the Rules Committee of the changes made.

T o  clarify lhe vote required Tor adaption 

approval of amendments to the Uniform 

Rules of the Legislature.


