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FROM: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P e t e r  G o l l

SUBJECT: B r i e f i n g  P a p e r  f o r  H o u s e  B i l l  312

DUDE CREEK CRITICAL HABITAT AREA

Lo c a t i o n

G u s t a v u s ,  A l a s k a

L a n d  S t a t u s

T h e r e  a r e  n o  i n - h o l d i n g s ;  t h e  p a r c e l  p r o p o s e d  f o r  t h e  
c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a  i s  s t a t e - o w n e d  o r  s e l e c t e d .

H i s t o r y

T h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  G u s t a v u s  h a v e  b e e n  w o r k i n g  o n  t h e  p r o p o s a l  
f o r  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s .  T h e  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  s t a t u s  w as  
s e l e c t e d  a f t e r  a  c a r e f u l  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  l a n d  
m a n a g e m e n t  o p t i o n s .

T he  c o n c e p t  w a s  e n d o r s e d  i n  a  c o m m u n i t y - w i d e  J a n u a r y ,  1 9 8 4 ,  
r e f e r e n d u m  b y  a  6 6 - 2 5  v o t e .  A c o m m i t t e e  o f  r e s i d e n t  c i t i z e n s  
w a s  f o r m e d  t o  w o r k  w i t h  t h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  
Game t o  d e v e l o p  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n .

T h e  r e s u l t i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  (H o u s e  B i l l  31 2 )  a n d  a c c o m p a n y i n g  
l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t  r e c e i v e d  t h e  u n a n i m o u s  e n d o r s e m e n t  o f  t h e  
G u s t a v u s  C o m m u n i ty  A s s o c i a t i o n  o n  M a r c h  4 ,  1 9 8 5 .



P u r p o s e

T h e  w e t  meadow  a t  t h e  w e s t e r n  e d g e  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  o f  
G u s t a v u s  i s  a  m a j o r  r e s t i n g  a r e a  f o r  t h e  P a c i f i c  p o p u l a t i o n  
o f  L e s s e r  S a n d h i l l  C r a n e s  d u r i n g  t h e i r  a n n u a l  m i g r a t i o n  
b e t w e e n  w e s t e r n  A l a s k a  a n d  s o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a .

R e s e a r c h  s h o w s  t h a t  h a l f  o r  m o r e  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  P a c i f i c  
p o p u l a t i o n  o f  L e s s e r  S a n d h i l l  C r a n e s  u s e s  t h e  D ude  C r e e k  
meadow  d u r i n g  t h e  S e p t e m b e r  a n d  A p r i l - M a y  m i g r a t o r y  p e r i o d s .  
T h e  a d j a c e n t  n a t i o n a l  p a r k  i s  l i t t l e  u s e d  b y  t h e  c r a n e s .

T h e  c r a n e  h a b i t a t  a t  G u s t a v u s  h a s  b e e n  g r e a t l y  r e d u c e d  i n  
r e c e n t  y e a r s  b y  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  n a t u r a l  r e f o r e s t a t i o n .  The  
p r o p o s e d  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a  i n c l u d e s  t h e  l a r g e s t  r e m a i n i n g  
b l o c k  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  h a b i t a t  i n  t h e  a r e a .  T h e  w e t  meadow 
f a v o r e d  b y  t h e  c r a n e s  i s  v e r y  s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  a l t e i a t i o n  by  
d r a i n i n g .  T h e  b i r d s  a l s o  a r e  v e r y  e a s i l y  d i s t u r b e d  b y  human 
p r e s e n c e .

T h e  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e q u e s t e d  b y  G u s t a v u s  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  
g i v e  t h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  Game a u t h o r i t y  t o  
m a n a g e  hum an u s e s  o f  t h e  D ude  C r e e k  w e t  m eadow  t o  p r o t e c t  +-he 
h a b i t a t  n e e d e d  b y  t h e  c r a n e s .  T h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  l e t t e r  o f  
i n t e n t  a l s o  m a ke  i t  c l e a r  t h a t  e x i s t i n g  c o m p a t i b l e  hum an  u s e s  
w i l l  b e  a c c o m m o d a t e d .  T h e  l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t  a l s o  g i v e s  ADF&G 
c l e a r  d i r e c t i o n  t o  w o r k  i n  c l o s e  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  G u s t a v u s  
r e s i d e n t s  i n  d r a f t i n g  a  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n .



Representative Peter Goll 
A l a s k a  State Legislature
Pouch V
Juneau, A K  99811

D e a r  Representative Goll,

I n  January, 1981]-, a r e f e r e n d u m  (enclosure 1) was sent to all r e g­
istered Gustavus voters, asking w h e t h e r  t h e y  favored creation of 
a i4.lOO-ac.re Critical Habitat A r e a  to protect migrating sandhill 
cranes. This capped a two-year  community effort to research the 
n e e d  for p r o t e c t i o n  and the various protective options available,

A committee of Gustavus residents was then formed to act on this 
mandate. In co nsul t a t i o n  w i t h  D e b r a  Clausen, ADF&G, Habitat D i v i­
sion, we developed a package of b a c k g r o u n d  information (enclosure
2), a p roposed draft of enabling legislation  (enclosure^), and 
a bound ary map (enclosure I4.). This material has n o w  b e e n  d i s p l a y­
ed at the post office for several weeks, and to date we have r e­
ceived no advorse comment on it. W e  hone that y o u  and S e nator 
E l i a s o n  wi ll now b e g i n  the process of enactment into law.

In the course of our w o r k  on the crane issue, three clearcut 
community opinions have emerged. First, there is strong s e n t i­
ment in favor of crane protection. Second, people favor the 
idea of a Critical Habitat if the co mmunity is fully involved 
in preparing legislation and management plan. A n d  third, m a n y  
feel that h u m a n  use should be regulated only to the extent n e c­
essary, In particular, the fo llowing public uses and activities 
should be allowed: wildlife viewing, firewood  harvesting, m e c h a n­
ical and non-mechanical access, hiking, b e r r y  picking, and g r a z­
ing, unless such activities are documented to be detrimental to 
the migrating sandhill c r a n e3 or their habitat.

There is general agreement that present use types and amounts are 
not threatening the cranes or their habitat in the area p r o po sed 
for legislative action. The protective effort was b e g u n  because 
cranes have b e e n  substantially excluded f r o m  otber p a r t3 of G u s­
tavus and could be eliminated throughout if future use and d e v e l­
opment proceed in an unplanned fashion.

L l o v d _ ? r o u t v . Debbie Woodruff, M o r g a n  D e B o e r  and I will be glad 
t to provide further i nformation or assist in any w a y  y o u  wish.

Sincerely,

Greg Streveler, C h a i r m a n  
"Crane Committee"



G u s t a v u s  C o m m u n i t y  A s s o c i a t i o n  R e f e r e n d u m  JANUARY, i°8fr

Established two years ago, the referendum was initiated 
to sample the opinions of the wnole community, that is tne 
registered voters of this election district. W h ile not 
legally binding it is nonetheless recognized by the State of 
Alaska as a valid polling device.

T hose responding are requested to return the completed 
referendum questions no later than Feb. 5th by mailing' them to 
Box 62 Gustavus, AJcC 99826.

if*.*.***:**;****

I. Road &aintenance-

F a c t : In 1983 the Alaska State Legislature appropriated
# 1 1 5 , COO to upgrade Tong Road, Same Old Road, Salmon River Road 
and Rink River Road. A n  additional 27 thousand dollars was 
appropriated w h i c h  was not used. The question arises on 
wnether or not to spend this money for the maintenance of ex­
isting roads or upgrading other roads or returning the money 
to the state. Since receiving this request for this r efer­
endum, solicited legal opinion states that the GCA can be held 
liable for damages incurred as a result of this recent upgrade 
or any future maintenance or improvements to the roads or the 
Goode River Bridge.

Question:
1. Tne #27,000 should be used for maintaining the four 

recently upgraded roads. Yes No
2. The £27,000 should be used to upgrade other local 

access roads. Yes No
3. The $27,000 should be used to hire a professional' 

engineer to inspect the recently upgraded roads and 
to pay for any neccessary corrections for safety, 
therefore minimizing liability to GCA. Yes No

4. The $27,000 should be returned to the State. Yes N O

Fro S t a t e m e n t :
The $27,000 could be usea for several years to maintain 

local access roads, including snow removal. It has been esti­
mated that it would cost somewhere between $3,000 and $6,000 
a year to maint a i n  these loaal access roads.

W inter snow removal would a l l o w  acoess year round and 
would allow the Fire Department and EMTCs to respond to fire 
and medical  emergencies. Pot holes could be filled in the 
-spring and the roads could be graded throughout the spring.

Con Statement:
The acceptance of the $27,000 w i l l  put the community i n  

the road maintenance business while the intent of the $115,000 
was to bring the roads u p  t o  standard. Acc ept a n c e  establishes 
a precedent for other n e w  roads that wi l l  be built, w i t h  the 
communtiy expected to ma intain them. This also represents 
another step in our inertia towards local government, and i f  
and when Gustavus incorporated road m a i n t e n a n c e  and" liability 
costs would be substantial.
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. F a c t : I n  e a r l y  D e c e m b e r  o f  1983?  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m
B o e i n g  M a r i n e  a n d  t h e  S t a t e  D i v i s i o n  o f  M a r in e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
m e n  w i t h  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  i n f o r m i n g  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e i r " p l a n  t o  
b r i n g  j e t f o i l  s e r v i c e  t o  G u s t a v u s .  P l a n s  c a l l e d  f o r  a  2 4 0  
p a s s e n g e r  b o a t  c o m in g  o n c e  a  week: w i t h  a  4 0  l b .  b a g g a g e  l i m i t  
a t  a p r i c e  o f  § 3 0  o n  a t e s t  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  su m m er o f  ' 8 4 ,  w i t h  
a l t e r a t i o n s  p l a n n e d  f o r  t n e  e x i s t i n g  f l o a t .  In r e s p o n s e  t o  
p r o t e s t  e x p r t s s e d  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g  t h e  s t a t e  a g r e e d  t o  p o s t p o n e  
s e r v i c e  u n t i l  t h e  q u e s t i o n  w a s  p u t  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  i n  t n e
f o r m  o f  a  r e i e r e n d o m .  ( p . s .  On 12/13/83* a phoneca ll  was r ece ived  from DOT s t a t i r  
they could not  w a i t  f o r  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  referendum to  do t h e i r  schedu le  and th e r e f o r e

^ e s . T . l c m ♦ w e r e  r e m o v i n g  G u s t a v u s  f r o m  the 1984 s u m m e r  route. T h e  G C A  w o u l d  

still like y o u r  o p i n i o n  on  this m a t t e r  so p l e a s e  a n s w e r  the questic
1. Snould the S t a t e  of Alaska bring jetfoil service to 

the community of Gustavus? Yes No

Pro Statement:
Jetfoil service would provide a cheaper means of trans­

portation and would thus enable m o r e  people to visit who would 
spend tourist dollars in our community. Other communities 
would be m o r e  accesible and m a y  lead to full-time ferry service, 
which w ould allo'.v increase! freight and vehicular services.
This would be an alterr ive for those w n o  do not like to fly.

Con Statement:
The community has rr ;edly petitioned against regular 

ferry service intthe p a s _ aiid jetfoil service represents the 
same. Alterations t o  thee-existing float could possibly Imperil 
local usage and. existing barge service, There are no existing 
facilities to handle a large influx of visitors and subsequent 
impact could be substantial and dp.trlmp.nt.fli to the community.

P a g e  2

1 1 . J e t f o i l  S e r v i c e -

111. Dude Creek Meadows Protection-

P a c t : In M a y  of 1983 a questionaire was sent t o  the
registered voters of Gustavus asking if the sandhill cranes 
wnich, during migration, feed and rest along Dude Creek be 
g i v e n  some# sort of protection. Eighty-one percent of those 
questioned replied " yes.” A  committee was established to 
research the options available for protecting sandhill cranes 
and recommended the Community A ssociat ion requ est the state 
legislature t h roug h F i s h  and Game, establish some 4 , 0 0 0  acres 
along D u d e  Creek as sandhill cx*ane critical habitat.

Q u e s t i o n :
( O p t i o n  1 )

1. Should approximately 4,000 acres^paralleling D u d e  
Creek be designated as. 'critical, habitat' for 'the 
sandhill crane? y y  (3 3 1

2 .  I f  " n e " ,  w o u ld  you  s u p p o r t  i n c l u s i o n  o f ^ vo n l y .  t h e _ a r e a  
w e s t  a f  D u d s  C r e e k  ( O p t i o n  2 ) ,  a r  some o t h e r " $ y p e  mf 
p r o t e c t i o n  o t h e r  t h « n Mc r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t "  7

Yaa -Na - S p e c i f y  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _



P a g e  3

Pro St a te me nt :
The s e t t i n g  a s i d e  o f  app rox ima te ly  4 ,000  acrtifa o f  Gustavus 

wet lands f o r  a c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  d e s i g n a t i o n  f o r  the approx imate ly  
7,000 s a n d h i l l  c ra nes  who r e s t  and f ee d  annualy in the Dude 
Creek meadows s i g n i f i e s  the committment t o  the w e l l - b e i n g  o f  a 
p a r t i c u l a r  s p e c i e s  o f  w a t e r f o w l .  Boundaries  p r o t e c t  o n l y  the areas 
most h e a v i l y  used by the c r a n e s .  A l l  t r a d i t i o n a l  uses such as 
hunt ing ,  t r a p p i n g ,  f i r e w o o d  ha rv e st  and a l l - t e r r a i n  v e h i c l e  use 
w i l l  c o n t i n u e  as l ong  as they do nr i n t e r f e r e  with the s p e c i e s .
The area would s er ve  f o r  p e r p e t u i t y  as a r e c r e a t i o n a l  a re a .  
Community i nput  on the  a r e a ' s  management can be v^ry s t r o n g  i f  
we help w r i t e  the l e g i s l a t i o n  and management piano

Con S ta teme nt :
Because Gustavus i s  a l re a ay  surrounded by 2 m i l l i o n  ac re s  

o f  Park,  any l ends  r e s t r i c t e d  f o r  use wi th i n  our  community 
would on l y  h i n de r  f u r t h e r  growth and i s  merely  an at tempt  to 
l o c k  up more o f  our  s t a t e .  A g r i c u l t u r a l  and r e c r e a t i o n a l  uses 
may be r e s t r i c t e d  by Fish &. Game a n d / o r  " e nv ironme nt a l  c o n c e r n s "
and o t h e r s  who may not  be t r u l y  in touch with our needs -  t h i s  
could  be d anger ous .  To l o c k  up lands  used o n l y  a c o u p l e  months
a year  by the c r a n e s ,  and l i k e l y  to  change by n a t u r a l  s u c c e s s i o n  
i s  unwise.
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L o c a t i o n ; T he  p r o p o s e d  Dude  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  i s  

l o c a t e d  i n  S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  i m m e d i a t e l y  w e s t  o f  t h e  

s e t t l e m e n t  o f  G u s t a v u s ;  t w o  m i l e s  s o u t h e a s t  o f  B a r t l e t t  

C o v e ,  h e a d q u a r t e r s  o f  G l a c i e r  Bay N a t i o n a l  P a r k  (USGS 

q u a d  J u n e a u  B - 6 ) .

A r e a  D e s c r i p t i o n ; Dude  C r e e k  b i s e c t s  a  l o w  g r a d i e n t

a l l u v i a l  f a n  f o r m e d  b y  t h e  o u t w a s h  f r o m  t h e  G l a c i e r  Bay  

i c e  s h e e t  a t  i t s  N e o g l a c i a l  m ax im um .  O u tv / a s h  f o r m a t i o n  

c e a s e d  a n d  r e v e g e t . a t . i o n  b e g a n  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 00  y e a r s  

a g o ,  f o l l o w i n g  i c e  r e c e s s i o n  f r o m  t h e  B a r t l e t t  C o v e

a r e a .

A g e n e r a l l y  h i q h  w a t e r  t a b l e  h a s  f a v o r e d  t h e

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  e x t e n s i v e  w e t  m e a d o w s  d o m i n a t e d  b y

s e v e r a l  s p e c i e s  o f  s e d g e ,  m o s s ,  a n d  h o r s e t a i l .  W i l l o w  

t h i c k e t s ,  s c r u b  p i n e  f o r e s t s ,  t h e n  l u x u r i a n t  S i t k a  

s p r u c e  s t a n d s  a r e  a r r a y e d  i n  r o u g h  b a n d s  p a r a l l e l i n g  

Dude  C r e e k  a n d  n e a r b y  G ood R i v e r .  T h i s  p a t t e r n  h a s  

d e v e l o p e d  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  d e p r e s s e d  

w a t e r  t a b l e  a s  t h e  w a t e r c o u r s e s  a r e  a p p r o a c h e d .  To t h e  

s e a w a r d ,  m e a d o w s  g r a d e  i n t o  a  b r o a d  b a n d  o f  t h i c k e t s  

a n d  s c r u b  f o r e s t s .  T h i s  b a n d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  p a r a l l e l s  

t h e  p r e s e n t  b e a c h  a n d  o c c u p i e s  f o r m e r  t i d e l a n d s  t h a t

B a c k g round Information

- 3 -



h a v e  r i s e n  i s o s t a t i c a l l y  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  r e c e s s i o n  o f  

N e o g l a c i a l  i c e  i n  n e a r b y  G l a c i e r  B a y .

T h e  D u d e  C r e e k  w e t  m e a d o w s  a r e  t h e  l a r g e s t  o f  t h e i r  

k i n d  i n  t h e  I c y  S t r a i t  r e g i o n .  T h e i r  v e g e t a t i o n  

d i f f e r s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  f r o m  t h a t  o f  t h e  m u s k e g s  t h a t  are- 

e x t e n s i v e  o n  P l e a s a n t  I s l a n d ,  C h i c h a g o f  I s l a n d ,  a n d  

p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  n o r t h e r n  M a i n l a n d .  C r a n e s  d o  n o t  

a p p e a r  t o  s t o p  o v e r  r e g u l a r l y  i n  m u s k e g s  d u r i n g  

m i g r a t i o n .

J u s t i f i c a t i o n : T h e  D u d e  C r e e k  U p l a n d s  o f  G u  , t a v u s  p r o v i d e  

l e v e l ,  w e t ,  e v e n  m a r s h y ,  o p e n  c o u n t r y  r e m o t e  f r o m  h u m a n  

a c t i v i t y .  S i t u a t e d  o n  t h e  P a c i f i c  f l y w a y ,  t h e  m e a d o w s  

h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  i n  f a l l  a n d  s p r i n g  b y  s t a g i n g  l e s s e r  

s a n d h i l l  c r a n e s  a t  l e a s t  s i n c e  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  

G u s t a v u s  h o m e s t e a d e r s .  S t r e v e l e r  a n d  M a t k i n  ( 1 9 8 3 )  

r e c o r d e d  a l m o s t  1 3 , 0 0 0  c r a n e s  p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  

G u s t a v u s  a r e a  i n  f a l l  o f  1 9 8 2 .  O v e r  h a l f  o f  t h e m  w e r e  

o b s e r v e d  t o  h a v e  l a n d e d ,  m o s t l y  i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  

c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a .  T h e  o b s e r v e d  c r a n e s  r e p r e s e n t  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  h a l f  o f  t h e  P a c i f i c  f l y w a y  p o p u l a t i o n  

e s t i m a t e d  b y  H e r t e r  ( 1 9 8 3 )  .

T h e  l o s s  o f  w i l d  w e t l a n d s  a l o n g  t h e  P a c i f i c  f l v w a y  h a s  

l e d  t h e  f o u r  P a c i f i c  s t a t e s  a n d  t h e  P r o v i n c e  o f  B r i t i s h

o
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C o l u m b i a  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  e f f o r t s  t o  i d e n t i f y  a n d  p r e s e r v e  

c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t s  f o r  c r a n e s .  H a b i t a t s  o f  k e y  

i m p o r t a n c e  p r o v i d e  c r a n e s  w i t h  f o o d  s o u r c e s  s u i t a b l e  

f o r  f a t  d e p o s i t i o n ,  s h a l l o w  w a t e r  f o r  r o o s t i n g ,  

v i s i b i l i t y  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  f r o m  p r e d a t o r s ,  a n d  

r e m o t e n e s s  f r o m  h u m a n  a c t i v i t y .  S u c h  s i t e s  m u s t  b e  

s u f f i c i e n t l y  a b u n d a n t  a l o n g  t h e  m i g r a t o r y  r o u t e  s o  a s  

t o  b e  a v a i l a b l e  w h e n  c r a n e s  a r e  f o r c e d  d o w n  b y  a d v e r s e  

w e a t h e r .  C l e a r l y  i f  t h e  P a c i f i c  f l y w a y  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  

l e s s e r  s a n d h i l l  c r a n e s  i s  t o  f l o u r i s h ,  t h e n  s i t e s ,  s u c h  

a s  t h e  p r o p o s e d  a r e a ,  w h i c h  a r e  o f  d a m o n s t r a t e d  v a l u e  

t o  c r a r e . s  m u s t  b e  a c c o r d e d  p r o t e c t i o n .

S t a t u t o r y  d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  c r a n e  m e a d o w s  

a s  a  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a  w i l l  a l l o w  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  

s t a g i n g  s i t e  f o r  t h e  p e r p e t u a t i o n  o f  t h o s e

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  w h i c h  a t t r a c t  t h e  c r a n e s .  K i t h o u t  s u c h  

p r o t e c t i o n ,  c o n t i n u e d  u s e  o f  t h e  a r e a  b y  c r a n e s  c a n  n o t  

b e  a s s u r e d .

0 ^ t ~

L a n d  S t a t u s : T h e r e  a r e  j u s t  u n a a r  4 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  o f

s t a t e - o w n e d  p r o p e r t y  w i t h i n  t.he c a n d i d a t e  s p e c i a l  a r e a  

m a n a g e d  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ,  a l l  b u t  

o n e  q u a r t e r  s e c t i o n  o f  w h i c h  i s  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  g r a z i n g

a n d  t i m b e r .  1 6 0  a c r e s  w i t h i n  t h e  a r e a  a r e  i n  f e d e r a l

o w n e r s h i p .

t
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D u r i n g  t e r r i t o r i a l  d a y s ,  t h e  l a n d  w a s  c o n t r o l l e d  b y  t h e  

f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  u n d e r  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t .  

I n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 3 0 ' s,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e  s o u g h t  t o  

p u t  a n y  u n p a t e n t e d  l a n d s  i n  a  b e a r  p r e s e r v e  s t a t u s ,  

f o r c i n g  o u t  t h o s e  w h o  d i d  n o t  h a v e  c o m p l e t e d  p a t e n t e d  

h o m e s t e a d s .  I n c l u d e d  w a s  H e n r i e t t a  H o u s e ' s  h o m e s t e a d  

a l o n g  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k ,  h e n c e  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  c r e e k  f o r  

h e r  n i c k n a m e .

I n  1 9 5 7 ,  t h i s  a r e a  w a s  o n c e  a g a i n  o p e n e d  t o  

h o m e s t e a d i n g  a l o n g  w i t h  o t h e r  u n p a t e n t e d  l a n d s  i n  

G u s t a v u s ,  a n d  i n  e a r l y  1 9 6 0  h o m e s t e a d i n g  w a s  c l o s e d  

w i t h  t h e  c o m i n g  o f  s t a t e h o o d .

T h i s  l a n d  w a s  t h e n  d e s i g n a t e d  S t a t e  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  l a n d s  

w i t h  S e c t i o n  1 6  d e s i g n a t e d  s c h o o l  l a n d s .  A s  f a r  a s  i s  

k n o w n ,  t h e r e  a r e  n o  c u r r e n t  l e a s e s  o f  t h i s  l a n d  

a l t h o u g h  a  g r a z i n g  l e a s e  i s  b e i n g  s o u g h t  b y  A l  U n r i e n  

i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  c r i t i c a l  

h a b i t a t  a r e a .

The only known rights of v/ays or easements are along 

pr e - e x i s t i n g  tradi tional section lines.

A r e a ' s  H i s t o r y ; A s  f a r  a s  i s  k n o w n ,  t h e  A . L .  P a r k e r s

w e r e  t h e  f i r s t  t o  u s e  t h e  a r e a .  B e t w e e n  1 9 1 6  a n d
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1 9 3 9  t h e y  g r a z e d  a s  m a n y  a s  2 0 0  c a t t l e  i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  

c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a .  T h e y  f e n c e d  a n d  d i d  s o m e

d i t c h i n g .

C r o s s - c o u n t r y  skiing, berry picking, hiking, hunting, 

and firewood g a t h ering have all been traditional uses 

of this area.

I n  t h e  m i d - 1 9 5 0 ' s ,  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  

o f  a  W h i t e  A l i c e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  s t a t i o n  w a s  sti l i e d  w i t h  

t h e  l o w e r  D u d e  C r e e k  M e a d o w s  i n  m i n d .  M i l e s  o f  r a d i o  

c a b l e  w e r e  s t r u n g  b y  h e l i c o p t e r  w i t h  a  c a m p  e s t a b l i s h e d  

a l o n g  t h e  c r e e k .

I n  1 9 5 9 ,  J o e  C a l b i c h  f i l e d  o n  1 6 0  a c r e s  i n  t h e  m i d d l e

o f  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  a r e a .  A r o a d  a n d  d i t c h i n g  w e r e

u n d e r t a k e n ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  c a b i n .  

H o w e v e r ,  h e  d i d  n o t  m e e t  h i s  c l e a r i n g  a n d  r e s i d e n c y

r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  s o  h e  l o s t  t h i s  h o m e s t e a d .

W i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  o b s e r v a t i o n  a n d  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  

c r a n e s ,  o l d t i n i e r s  c o n f i r m  t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e  i n  t h i s  a r e a  

b u t  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  c r a n e s  w e r e  d i s p e r s e d  o v e r  t h e  w h o l e  

G u s t a v u s  a r e a  b e c a u s e  G u s t a v u s ,  a s  w e  k n o w  i t  t o d a y ,  

w a s  b a s i c a l l y  w e t  m e a d o w s  e x c e p t  f o r  a r e a s  a l o n g  m a j o r  

r i v e r s ,  c r e e k s ,  a n d  s l o u g h s .  W i t h  m a j o r  c h a n g e s  d u e  t o

o

- 7 -



g l a c i a l  u p l i f t  a n d  d r a i n a g e  d o n e  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  

t h e  a i r p o r t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  m a i n  r o a d s ,  a  m a j o r  p a r t  

o f  t h e  " w e t  a r e a s "  o f  G u s t a v u s  w e r e  r e d u c e d .

N a t i o n a l  R e s o u r c e s / W i l d l i f e : T h e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s

c o n t a i n e d  i n s i d e  t h e  p r o p o s e d  h a b i t a t  a r e a  a r e  a s  

f o l l o w s :

1. F i r e w o o d

2. B e r r i e s

3. F u r b e a r i n g  m a m m a l s

4. W a t e r f o w l  ( f o r  s u b s i s t e n c e  h u n t i n g )

5.  F i s h  ( i n  D u d e  C r e e k )

6. G r a z i n g  l a n d  ( t h e s e  g r a z i n g  l a n d s  w e r e  u s e d

f r o m  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s  u n t i l  t h e  l a t e  1 9 ® ' s .  S o m e  

o f  t h e  e a r l y  h o m e s t e a d e r s  u s e d  t h i s  l a n d  f o r  

t h e i r  h e r d s  o f  c a t t l e . )

S a n d h i l l  c r a n e s  a r e  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  a r e a ' s  p r e m i e r  

w i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s .  T h o u s a n d s  s t o p  b r i e f l y  i n  t h e  a r e a ' s  

w e t  m e a d o w s  d u r i n g  t h e  s p r i n g  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  f a l l  

m i g r a t i o n .

G e e s e  o f  s e v e r a l  s p e c i e s ,  b u t  p r i m a r i l y  C a n a d a s ,  r e s t  

a n d  f o r a g e  i n  t h e  m e a d o w s  t h r o u g h  m u c h  o f  t h e  y e a r ,  b u t  

e s p e c i a l l y  d u r i n g  s p r i n g  a n d  f a l l .  F l o c k s  o f  u p  t o  3 0 0
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h a v e  b e e n  r e c o r d e d .  A  f e w  m e r g a n s e r s  a n d  m a l l a r d s  m a y  

r e s i d e  a n d  r a i s e  y o u n g  a l o n g  t h e  a r e a ' s  w a t e r c o u r s e s .  

S n i p e ,  l e a s t  s a n d p i p e r s  a n d  s a v a n n a h  s p a r r o w s  n e s t  i n  

t h e  m e a d o w s ,  w h i l e  t h e  u s u a l  a r r a y  o r  S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a n  

s o n g b i r d s  n e s t  i n  t h e  s h r u b l a n d s  a n d  f o r e s t s .  A  f e w  

h o r n e d  o w l s  n e s t  i n  t h e  b e s t  t i m b e r .  M o d e r a t e  n u m b e r s  

o f  r a p t o r s ,  n o t a b l y  m a r s h  h a w k s ,  p a s s  t h r o u g h  t h e  a r e a  

d u r i n g  m i g r a t i o n .

I n  g e n e r a l ,  f a l l  a n d  w i n t e r  b i r d  p o p u l a t i o n s  a r e  

s p a r s e .  . R a v e n s ,  m a g p i e s ,  a n d  e a g l e s  o c c u r  i n  s m a l l  

n u m b e r s .  C h i c k a d e e s  a n d  c r o s s b i l l s  a r e  m o s t  n o t a b l e  

a m o n g  t h e  s m a l l  s o n g b i r d s .

E x c e p t  f o r  t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  a b u n d a n c e  o f  l o n g t a i l e d  

v o l e s ,  m a m m a l  p o p u l a t i o n s  a r e  n o t  l a r g e .  A  f e w  b l a c k  

b e a r s  o c c u p y  t h e  a r e a ' s  w o o d e d  f r i n g e s .  C o y o t e s  a n d  

o c c a s i o n a l l y  w o l v e s  t r a v e r s e  t h e  a r e a .  M a r t e n  a r e  a t  

t i m e s  c o m m o n  i n  t h e  f o r e s t s  a n d  a d j a c e n t  h a b i t a t s ,  

w h i l e  w e a s e l s  a r e  p e r i o d i c a l l y  a b u n d a n t .  A  f e w  o t t e r s  

o c c a s i o n a l l y  o c c u p y  D u d e  C r e e k  a n d  G o o d  R i v e r ,  w h i c h  

h a v e  v e r y  s m a l l  f i s h  p o p u l a t i o n s .  R e d  s q u i r r e l s  a b o u n d  

i n  t h e  f o r e s t s ,  a n d  p o r c u p i n e s  o c c u r  s p a r s e l y  a l o n g  

c r e e k s  a n d  f o r e s t  e d g e s .
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M u c h  t h o r o u g h f a r e  b y  t h e  l a r g e r  m a m m a l s  o c c u r s  a l o n g  

t h e  f o r e s t e d  D u d e  C r e e k  c o r r i d o r ,  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  t h e  

l a s t  w h o l l y  i n t a c t  u p l a n d  l i n k  b e t w e e n  t h e  G u s t a v u s  

b e a c h  a n d  w i l d l a n d s  w i t h i n  G l a c i e r  B a y  N a t i o n a l  P a r k .

P u b l i c  A c c e s s ; A c c e s s  b y  t h e  p u b l i c  t o  t h e  p r o p o s e d  D u d e  

C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  c a n  b e  o b t a i n e d  a l o n g  a l l  

s e c t i o n  l i n e s .  T h e  p r e f e r r e d  a c c e s s  i s  o n  t h e  s e c t i o n  

l i n e  e x t e n d i n g  f r o m  t h e  w e s t  o n  t h e  G  j o d  R i v e r  R o a d  

w h i c h  i s  T o w n s h i p  4 0 S o u t h ,  R  m g e  5 8 E a s t ,  C o p p e r  R i v e r  

M e r i d i a n .  T h i s  s e c t i o n  l i n e  r u n s  b e t w e e n  s e c t i o n s  1 1 ,  

1 2 ,  1 3 ,  1 4 ,  a n d  e x t e n d s  w e s t .

T h r e a t s  t o  t h e  C r a n e s : V e g e t a t i v e  s u c c e s s i o n  a p p e a r s  t o  b e

p r o c e e d i n g  t o w a r d  f o r e s t  o v e r  m u c h  o f  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  

a r e a .  T h i s  t e n d e n c y  i s  e n h a n c e d  b y  c r e e k  e n t r e n c h m e n t  

a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  i m p r o v e d  d r a i n a g e  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  l a n d  

u p l i f t .  T w o  p r o c e s s e s  a p p e a r  t o  b e  o c c u r r i n g :  

s p r e a d i n g  o f  t h e  b r u s h  a n d  f o r e s t  z o n e s ,  a n d  t h e  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  p i n e  a n d  w i l l o w  s e e d l i n g s  t h r o u g h o u t  

m u c h  o f  t h e  m e a d o w s .

A n y  h u m a n  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  i m p r o v e s  d r a i n a g e  w i l l  

a c c e l e r a t e  t h e  s h i f t  a w a y  f r o m  w e t  m e a d o w ,  a n d  h e n c e  

f r o m  t h e  h a b i t a t  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  t o  c r a n e s .  D i t c h i n g  

m u s t  t h e r e f o r e  b e  a v o i d e d  i n  o r  u p g r a d i e n t  f r o m  t h e
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m e a d o w s .  T h e  p r o p o s e d  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a ' s  

b o u n d a r i e s  i n c l u d e  a l l  k e y  p a r t s  o f  t h e  w e t  m e a d o w  

w a t e r s h e d ,  e x c e p t  f o r  c e r t a i n  p r i v a t e  l a n d s  a t  i t s  

S o u t h e a s t  m a r g i n  a n d  G l a c i e r  B a y  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  t o  t h e  

n o r t h .  T h e r e f o r e ,  p r o h i b i t i o n  o f  d i t c h i n g  i n  t h e  

p r o p o s e d  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e n  w i l l  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

p r o t e c t  w a t e r s h e d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  I t  w i l l  b e  

d e s i r a b l e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t o  s e e k  c o o p e r a t i o n  f r o m  a d j a c e n t  

l a n d o w n e r s .

H a r r a s s m e n t  o f  c r a n e s  b y  p e o p l e  o r  t h e i r  d o m e s t i c  

a n i m a l s  i s  a  s e c o n d  p o t e n t i a l  t h r e a t .  C r a n e s  a r e  

n o t o r i o u s l y  s h y ,  a n d  n o w  f r e q u e n t  o n l y  t h e  m o s t  r e m o t e  

w e t  m e a d o w s  a v a i l a b l e .  F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  i t  w i l l  

p r o b a b l y  b e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s t r i c t l y  r e g u l a t e  h u m a n  u s e  o f  

t h e  C r i t i c a ]  H a b i t : t  A r e a  l a n d s  t h e m s e l v e s  d u r i n g  t h e  

m i g r a t i o n  s e a s o n .

D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  l a n d s  o u t s i d e  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a

v
b o u n d a r i e s  m a y  b e c o m e  a  m a j o r  c o n c e r n  i n  t h i s  c o n t e s t . 

I t  w i l l  b e  d e s i r a b l e  t o  c l a s s i f y  a d j a c e n t  s t a t e  l a n d s  

f o r  u s e s  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  c r a n e s .  P r i v a t e  l a n d o w n e r s  

s h o u l d  b e  d r a w n  i n t o  c o o p e r a t i v e  a g r e e m e n t s  i f  

p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  c e r t a i n  a d j a c e n t  p r i v a t e  

l a n d s  m a y  b e c o m e  v e r y  d e s i r a b l e  t o  p r e c l u d e  d e v e l o p m e n t  

w i t h  i n e s c a p a b l e  e f f e c t s  o n  t h e  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a .
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S u p p o r t : T h e  l o c a l  f o r u m  f o r  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  i n  G u s t a v u s  i s

t h e  G u s t a v u s  C o m m u n i t y  A s s o c i a t i o n .  D u r i n g  a  r e c e n t

r e f e r e n d u m  b a l l o t ,  e v e r y  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r  w a s  p o l l e d

r e g a r d i n g  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  c r i t i c a l  c r a n e  h a b i t a t

l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  a r e a .  T h a  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h i s  

( p C * ~ Q ‘5' j tU,/or- t>J

i s s u e  w a s  ve-ry tv.. : 1 : ve— î r e s t a b l i s h i n g  s u c h  a n  a r e a .

T h e r e  i s  m a r g i n a l  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  s i z e  o f  t h e  

c r a n e  h a b i t a t  a s  e x p r e s s e d  b y  a  f e w  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  

l o c a l  f a r m e r s .  T h e  f a r m e r s  w h o  r e s i d e  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  

p r o p o s e d  s i t e  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  a b u t  t h e  u n a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  

f u t u r e  s t a t e  l e a s e s  a l l o w i n g  f o r  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e i r  

a c r e a g e .  T h e r e  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  a  q u e s t i o n  o f  w h e t h e r  o r  

n o t  a  c o n f l i c t  e x i s t s  b e t w e e n  t h e  c r a n e  a n d  c a t t l e ' s  

f e e d i n g  s i t e .



IN THE LEGISLATURE OP THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FOURTE E N T H  L EGISLATURE - FIRST S E S SI ON

A  BILL

F o r  an Act entitled: " A n  Act C r e a t i n g  the D u d e  Creek

C ritical Habitat Area"

BE IT ENACTED 3Y THE LEGISLATURE OF T H E  STATE OF A L A S K A :

S e c t i o n  1. AS 16.20.230 is amended b y  adding a new 

paragraph to read:

(12) (A) Duds Creek: All land and w a ter contained

in the following a r e a s :

Township l\.0 South, Range £8 East, 

C o p p e r  Rive r M e r i d i a n

S e c t i o n  2 

S e c t i o n  3 

S e c t i o n  9 

S e c t i o n  10

S e c t i o n  11 W^sNEfts, VI k  

S e c t i o n  lij. Lot 3, NVJ-i,

s v ik s v ik

S e c t i o n  15 

S e c t i o n  16 N-g, SE'i



(B) The purpose of AS 16.20.230 (12) is to protect 

and enhance the l e sser sandhill cranes and the wet 

m e a d o w  habitat w h i c h  is a key roostin g area for 

m i g r a t i n g  l e sser sandhill cranes, and to provide 

for continued public use and enjoyment of the area 

in a m anne r compatible w i t h  the p r o t e c t i o n  of 

l e s s e r  sandhill c r a n e3 and their habitats,

( C ) The Dude C r e e k  Critical Habitat A r e a  w i l l  be 

m a n a g e d  in accordance w i t h  a mana gement p l a n  p r e­

pared by the D e p a r t m e n t  of F i s h  &  Game in c o n s u l­

tati o n  w i t h  the community of Gustavus.

(D) Hunting, fishing and trappixig will continue 

to occur in accordance wi th h a rves t regulations as 

established b y  the Boards of Fisheries and Game,

The following public uses and activities shall be 

allowed: wildlife viewing; firew o o d  harvesting; 

mechan ized and non-me chanized access; hiking; 

b e r r y  picking; and grazing; unless such activities 

are documented to be detrimental to the m i g r ating 

l esser sandhill cranes or their habitat.



DUDE CREEK CRITICAL HABITAT AREA: H B 3 12

Even the modest growth and development around small towns can have big 
consequences for the wildlife of Alaska. The case of Gustavus, in 
Southeast Alaska, is a good example. Half or more of the entire Pacific 
population of lesser sandhill cranes stop over In the Gustavus area during 
their Fall migration South. In years past, the cranes were dispersed over 
the whole Gustavus area, because wet meadows, their favorite habitat, 
were plentiful. But the construction of the airport and main roads, 
combined with natural forest succession, have severely reduced the wet 
meadows in the area. These m e a d o w s  provided the cranes with rich food 
for their migration, shallow water for roosting, visibility for protection 
from predators, and remoteness from human activity. Most of the 
migrating cranes now concentrate in the Dude Creek area Immediately 
west of Gustavus, one of the few areas where suitable m e a d o w s  remain.

House Bill 312 would establish the Dude Creek Critical Habitat Area, for 
the protection and enhancement of the cranes and of the Dude Creek wet 
meadows, the key roosting area for the migrating cranes. The State owns 
almost all of the m e a d o w s — about 4100 acres presently managed by the 
Department of Natural Resources. The rest of tne land (160 acres) is 
federally owned. Under the bill, the m e a d o w s  would be open to public 
access, grazing, firewood harvesting, wildlife viewing, hiking and berry 
picking, as long as those activites didn't harm the cranes or tneir habitat. 
The Department of Fish and G a m e  would develop a plan in consultation 
with the community of Gustavus and approved by the Board of G a m e  for the 
management of the area.

Similar efforts to protect the fiyway of the lesser sandhill cranes are 
being made in the four Pacific states, as well as in British Columbia. The 
concept of the Dude Creek Critical Habitat Area w a s  endorsed in a 
community-wide referendum in Gustavus in January 1984, by a 66-25 vote. 
This bill has subsequently received the unanimous endorsement of the 
Gustavus Community Association.

The Alaska Environmental Lobby supports HB312 with enthusiasm. The 
sandhill cranes that stop over in Gustavus travel nearly statewide.
Because of their distincitve profile, these handsome birds are often 
recognized at great distances as they fly. Although the critical habitat 
area is in Gustavus, it benefits all or Alaska.
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